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The Legislative Assembly met at 9.30 am. 

Mr Speaker (Hon. Pat Weir, Condamine) read prayers and took the chair. 

Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I acknowledge the Aboriginal people and Torres Strait 
Islander people of this state and their elders past, present and emerging. I also acknowledge the former 
members of this parliament who have participated in and nourished the democratic institutions of this 
state. Finally, I acknowledge the people of this state, whether they have been born here or have chosen 
to make this state their home and whom we represent to make laws and conduct other business for the 
peace, welfare and good government of this state.  

SPEAKER’S STATEMENT 

Parliament, Respect for Conventions 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, it is incumbent on me to call on all members to reflect on 

their collective behaviour across the chamber this week. I have reviewed the proceedings of this week. 
I will start by referencing the Treasurer’s budget speech.  

Almost as soon as the Treasurer commenced his speech on the Appropriation Bill members of 
the opposition commenced interjections. The Treasurer had not made any statement beyond stating 
that his ‘first budget laid a foundation for the fresh start Queenslanders voted for: respect for taxpayers’ 
money; respect for our public servants’ when he was howled down by interjections. Immediately I called 
for order and reminded members that this was highly disorderly and that a Treasurer traditionally will 
be heard in silence on the budget. Despite this order and reminder of convention, interjections 
continued. I was forced to warn at least three opposition members during the Treasurer’s speech—a 
situation that once would have been unimaginable.  

Then yesterday, when the Leader of the Opposition replied to the budget speech, the speech 
was peppered with points of order. Given what had happened during the Treasurer’s speech, it was 
probably an inevitable outcome but still a very disappointing breach of the convention of hearing the 
reply in silence.  

During both the Leader of the Opposition’s reply to the budget and in debate on the bills 
yesterday, members rose on points of order asking for authentication of material in other members’ 
speeches. As I stated yesterday, authentication is for questions, petitions, notices of motions and 
motions. Members have never had to authenticate the content of their speech. If members think that a 
member has misled the House in their speech, the correct process is to write to me and address each 
element of the offence with proof.  

Then yesterday evening the member for Maiwar started to skirt around a suppression order in 
debate, notwithstanding the sub judice convention about criminal matters and related proceedings. A 
review of this week’s speeches on bills will find them littered with personal attacks on other members—
inference, imputations and outright slurs. Debate in this House is becoming overly personal—attacking 
people rather than debating issues, ideas and policy. Personal vitriol is overtaking common decency.  

Members, this is becoming a race to the bottom. This is a House of robust debate, but that debate 
has always been conducted with conventions. I would ask that you please reflect and adjust your 
collective behaviour. We can and must do better.  

PRIVILEGE  

Speaker’s Ruling, Alleged Contempt of Parliament  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, on 16 June 2026 the Deputy Premier wrote to me alleging 

that the Leader of the Opposition, the member for Springwood, the member for Morayfield and the 
member for Waterford committed multiple contempts of parliament. I will not be referring the matter for 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093022
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093126
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093424
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093022
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093126
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093424
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further consideration of the House via the Ethics Committee. I table the correspondence in relation to 
this matter.  
Tabled paper: Correspondence relating to an alleged contempt of the House by the Leader of the Opposition and member for 
Murrumba, the member for Springwood, the member for Morayfield and the member for Waterford [1116]. 

I have circulated a detailed ruling on this matter. I seek leave to incorporate the ruling in the 
Records of Proceedings. 

Leave granted. 
SPEAKER’S RULING—ALLEGED CONTEMPT OF PARLIAMENT  

On 16 June 2026, the Deputy Premier wrote to me alleging that the Leader of the Opposition, member for Springwood, member 
for Morayfield and member for Waterford committed multiple contempts of Parliament.  

First, the Deputy Premier alleged that the Leader of the Opposition may have been informed about a decision of the Ethics 
Committee before the relevant report was tabled. It is clear from that report, and correspondence tabled with the report, that the 
Ethics Committee informed the Leader of the Opposition about the outcome of its investigation, as part of procedural fairness, 
prior to the report being tabled. It could be expected that the Leader of the Opposition was prepared for the reports tabling. No 
evidence of any other improper knowledge was provided in the complaint.  

Second and third, the Deputy Premier alleged the member for Springwood and member for Morayfield reflected on the Chair in 
their contribution to a motion of the House finding the Leader of the Opposition in contempt. I have reviewed both contributions 
and consider the members are providing a timeline of events, rather than reflecting on me as Speaker.  

Finally, the Deputy Premier raised the contribution to the same motion by the member for Waterford. I note that on 2 June 2026, 
the Chair of the Ethics Committee rose in the House on a matter of privilege, calling out the member for Waterford’s contribution. 
The member for Waterford immediately rose and apologised. The matter was dealt with in the House.  

One reason I did not write to the members involved to seek a submission because the Deputy Premier failed to provide adequate 
particulars for each contempt. As I noted in my ruling on Tuesday 23 June 2026, I will not be considering allegations that fail to 
provide sufficient particulars relating to the elements of each alleged contempt.  

Another reason was it was also clear that the matters could be dealt with by reference to proceedings in the House.  

I will not be referring the matter for the further consideration of the House via the Ethics Committee.  

I table the correspondence in relation to this matter.  

Speaker’s Ruling, Alleged Contempt of Parliament  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, on 29 April 2026 the Minister for Health and Ambulance 

wrote to me alleging that the member for Aspley and the member for Waterford deliberately misled the 
House 21 April 2026. The statements made by the members asserted that 93 new hospital beds had 
been cut under the Crisafulli government.  

I note that on 4 June 2026 both the member for Aspley and the member for Waterford made an 
apology in the House, and this is recorded at page 1708 of the Record of Proceedings. Accordingly, 
I find that members have made an adequate apology. Therefore, I will not be referring the matter for 
further consideration of the House via the Ethics Committee. I table the correspondence in relation to 
this matter.  
Tabled paper: Correspondence relating to an alleged contempt and misleading of the House by the member for Aspley and the 
member for Waterford [1117]. 

I have circulated a detailed ruling on this matter. I seek leave to incorporate the ruling in the 
Records of Proceedings. 

Leave granted.  
SPEAKER’S RULING—ALLEGED CONTEMPT OF PARLIAMENT  

MR SPEAKER Honourable members,  

On 29 April 2026, the Minister for Health and Ambulance wrote to me alleging that the member for Aspley and member for 
Waterford deliberately misled the House on 21 April 2026.  

The matter relates to statements made by the members during Matters of Public Interest.  

Specifically, the member for Aspley said:  

‘Member for Clayfield, I am very happy to talk about Prince Charles Hospital and the 93 beds you have cut there.’  

And the member for Waterford said:  

‘After that contribution from the health minister it would seem that he and the LNP are a little bit worried about the campaign that 
Luke Richmond and Labor will run in Stafford, ensuring every constituent in Stafford knows they cut 93 beds at the Prince Charles 
Hospital under their watch.’  

https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1116
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093458
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1117
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093458
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The Minister submitted that the Hospital Rescue Plan states that at least 93 new beds are to be built at Prince Charles Hospital. 
He also provided an excerpt of the budget papers asserting that there has been funding allocated to the Prince Charles expansion.  

I sought further information from the members about the allegations that have been made against them, in accordance with 
Standing Order 269(5).  

The members submitted that under the former Labor Government, there was to be 93 new beds at Prince Charles by 2028, 
however there has been no timeframe provided for the beds to be delivered by the current government. They also submitted that 
the budget papers relating to the Prince Charles expansion were general in nature and did not specifically relate to more beds 
being built.  

Standing Order 269(4) requires that in considering whether such a matter should be referred to the Ethics Committee, that I 
should take account of the degree of importance of the matter which has been raised and whether an adequate apology or 
explanation has been made in respect of the matter.  

I have reviewed the material put forward by the Minister and the members. Not providing a timeline for the 93 beds to be built, 
does not equate to not building 93 beds at all. Indeed, under the former government, the beds likely would not have been delivered 
as they were not promised for another two years.  

It is reminiscent of a ruling by Speaker Pitt from 13 October 2022. That matter concerned an assertion that the former government 
had broken a promise to deliver 2025 new police officers by 2025. In that regard, Speaker Pitt noted:  

‘In her submission, the Member for Currumbin contended that the broken promise she was referring to was the 2020 election 
promise by the government of 2025 more police officers by 2025.  

However, in her statement, the Member for Currumbin states that the Minister has broken that promise. In my view, a promise 
which cannot be fulfilled until 2025, cannot be assessed as broken in 2022.’  

In the same vein, the beds at Prince Charles cannot be considered ‘not delivered’ or ‘cut’ just because a timeframe has not been 
assigned or they are delayed. The government’s policy is to build 93 new beds at Prince Charles, just as the former Government’s 
policy in the matter referred to above was to have 2025 new police by 2025. It is not something that can be assessed or critiqued 
at this point in time.  

However, I note that on 4 June 2026, both the member for Aspley and member for Waterford made an apology in the House and 
this is recorded at page 1708 of the Record of Proceedings.  

Accordingly, I find that the members have made an adequate apology.  

I will not be referring the matter for the further consideration of the House via the Ethics Committee.  

SPEAKER’S RULING 

Same Question Rule  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have considered the application of the same question 

rule to the Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026. 
In summary, the same question rule is enlivened by clauses 7, 8, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of the bill, contrary 
to standing order 87. A motion to suspend standing order 87 would be required for these clauses to be 
considered. I seek leave to incorporate my full ruling in the Records of Proceedings. 

Leave granted.  
SPEAKER’S RULING—APPLICATION OF SAME QUESTION RULE TO REVENUE (COST OF LIVING RELIEF LOCKED-IN 
LAW) AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2026  

I have considered the application of the same question rule to the Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2026.  

This Bill was introduced on 23 June 2026. It seeks to amend provisions of the Duties Act 2001 and the Payroll Tax Act 1971 that 
have already been considered by the House in this session of Parliament in the context of amendments contained in the Revenue 
Legislation Amendment Act 2025, which was passed by the House on 20 February 2025 and received assent on 28 February 
2025.  

Standing Order 87 provides the general rule of Westminster parliamentary practice that, once the House has resolved a matter 
in the affirmative or negative, the same question shall not again be proposed in the same session. Similarly, Standing Order 150 
provides for the application of the same question rule in relation to amendments, new clauses or schedules of a Bill. As previous 
Speakers have noted, the matters do not have to be identical but merely the same in substance as the previous matter. In other 
words, it is a question of substance, not form (Speaker Reynolds, Record of Proceedings, 9 September 2008, p.2559).  

Clauses 7, 8, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of the Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 
propose amendments to provisions of the Duties Act 2001 relating to eligibility for transfer duty home concessions. These 
amendments are substantially the same as amendments previously considered and agreed to by the House in the same session 
of parliament due to the passing of the Revenue Legislation Amendment Act 2025. This is contrary to Standing Order 87.  

Clauses 19, 20, 21 and 22 of the Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 
propose amendments to provisions of the Payroll Tax Act 1971 to extend a payroll tax rebate for one further year, to June 2027. 
These provisions were previously amended by the Revenue Legislation Amendment Act 2025 to extend the rebate for one further 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093549
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093549
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year, to June 2026. Previous Speaker’s rulings have found that the same question rule is not enlivened by an amendment to a 
sunset provision where the question is whether to extend the sunset provision because the question is essentially a different 
expiry date to that originally fixed, and is substantially a new or different question (Speaker Pitt, Record of Proceedings, 20 April 
2021, p.898, 1 September 2021, p.2319, and 29 March 2022 pp.603-604). The proposed amendments to the Payroll Tax Act 
1971 are analogous to this situation. The extension of the rebate does not enliven the same question rule, as the question is 
essentially a different rebate expiry date to that previously fixed, and is substantially a different question.  

Accordingly, I rule that the same question rule is enlivened by clauses 7, 8, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of the Bill contrary to Standing 
Order 87. A motion to suspend Standing Order 87 would be required for these clauses to be considered.  

SPEAKER’S STATEMENT 

Visitors to Public Gallery  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I wish to advise that we will be visited in the gallery this 

morning by students and teachers from St Ita’s Catholic Primary School, Dutton Park in the electorate 
of South Brisbane.  

PETITIONS 
The Clerk presented the following e-petitions, sponsored by the Clerk— 

Mater Hospital Springfield 

939 petitioners, requesting the House to do all in its power to ensure the Mater hospital at Springfield does not refuse to provide 
patients with voluntary assisted dying, pregnancy terminations or contraception [1114].  

Antisemitism, Definition and Use 

703 petitioners, requesting the House to make a clear and proper definition of hatred towards Zionists and Zionism in Queensland 
today and use that in place of the term antisemitism [1115].  

Petitions received. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

Budget, Infrastructure; FIFA World Cup, Socceroos 
Hon. DF CRISAFULLI (Broadwater—LNP) (Premier and Minister for Veterans) (9.37 am): Our 

government is delivering generational infrastructure to build Queensland’s future. The 2026-27 budget 
has a record infrastructure spend—$119.2 billion over the next four years—for an ambitious pipeline of 
infrastructure projects including in transport, health, education, energy and water. This includes almost 
$30 billion this financial year. Today I can reveal for the first time that over $20.5 billion of infrastructure 
will be invested in a single year in regional Queensland. That is almost 70 per cent of every dollar spent 
on infrastructure in this state going to regional Queensland.  

We are making Queensland’s roads safer through projects like the Bruce Highway Targeted 
Safety Program. The budget also includes $6.6 billion for road maintenance—that is up from $5.6 billion 
last year. That is an 18 per cent increase in road maintenance—a record spend to address a decade 
of decline. We are investing in transport projects to support population growth including the Wave and 
the Mooloolah River Interchange on the Sunshine Coast, and road, rail and public transport on the Gold 
Coast.  

We are delivering the hospital and healthcare services Queenslanders deserve through the 
Hospital Rescue Plan. Funding for 22 new schools, including four new state schools in high-growth 
areas and new special schools, is included in the budget. We have doubled round 2 of the Residential 
Activation Fund, delivering trunk infrastructure to enable more residential developments, and we are 
providing additional funds to keep delivering on social and community housing.  

We are delivering new and upgraded police and court facilities across the state along with 
increasing prison capacity. Our 2032 Delivery Plan will deliver new and upgraded venues right across 
the state. Most importantly, we have been able to invest in the infrastructure our state needs while 
keeping our promise of no new or increased taxes.  

The same cannot be said for our federal counterparts. Yesterday I flagged a major issue with the 
federal government’s changes to capital gains tax. Grandfathered capital gains exemptions on 
investment properties were brought in by the government to fix the mess of their proposed tax changes. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093624
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1114
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1115
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093727
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093624
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_093727
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Instead, the changes introduced new penalties for Australian couples, as the exemptions would not 
apply in the instance one partner died or they divorced. I called on Canberra to wind it back. I am 
pleased to say that that is exactly what they did. I acknowledge the Prime Minister for listening and 
acting. With rising cost-of-living pressures already hitting families, the last thing hardworking Australians 
need is another hit to the hip pocket. There remains many challenges coming out of Canberra’s budget. 
That is why the Queensland budget helps ease national cost-of-living pressures by relief you can rely 
on.  

Finally, best of luck today to our Socceroos. The World Cup has captivated the hearts and minds 
of our nation and we are all hoping our boys go through to the round of 32. What they have achieved 
should be celebrated. When it comes time for that celebration their homecoming should be here in 
Queensland because we love to see sport continue to grow, we love to see our economy continue to 
grow and we are determined to be the events capital of this country. Good luck, Socceroos!  

Budget  
Hon. DC JANETZKI (Toowoomba South—LNP) (Treasurer, Minister for Energy and Minister for 

Home Ownership) (9.41 am): Our second budget is strengthening the foundations for the fresh start 
Queenslanders voted for. We are delivering on our commitments. We are doing our bit to help 
Queenslanders through tough times and making responsible decisions now and for the future. We are: 
delivering the hospitals and health services Queensland needs to heal the health crisis; delivering more 
police officers and support programs to make Queenslanders safer; delivering new homes and helping 
open the door for first home buyers so more Queenslanders have a place to live out their dreams; and 
delivering investments into long-term structural reform to put downward pressure on Queenslanders’ 
cost of living. More and more market reactions continue to come in. BDO Australia said— 

Against a backdrop of ongoing fiscal pressures, including reduced GST revenue and reliance on property and payroll-based 
taxes, the Budget focuses on maintaining stability in the State’s tax framework.  

The Queensland Social Enterprise Council said the budget sent some important signals to the 
sector and reaffirmed the government’s $20 million investment to support vulnerable Queenslanders 
through initiatives within the Social Enterprise and Impact Investing Roadmap. UDIA Queensland CEO 
Kirsty Chessher-Brown called it a steady-as-she-goes budget aimed at delivering more certainty and 
more confidence for business in volatile national and international economic circumstances. Australian 
Energy Producers welcomed the focus on energy security, regional development and investment 
competitiveness, and Q Shelter welcomed the increased funding for the housing and homelessness 
sector which meant ‘proven, effective support such as tenancy sustainment, outreach and youth 
services can continue to provide the help many Queenslanders need right now’.  

I thank the team within Queensland Treasury for their tireless work in pulling the budget together. 
This government values our public servants, who provide the services Queensland needs.  

I have said it all week, but I will say it again: this budget is providing stability in the face of volatility; 
calm and methodical over chaos and uncertainty; lower debt, improving deficits with a surplus; and no 
new or increased taxes. We are strengthening the foundations of a fresh start, just as we promised. 

Small and Family Business  
Hon. JP BLEIJIE (Kawana—LNP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, 

Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for Industrial Relations) (9.43 am): Everybody in this chamber 
knows that the Liberal National Crisafulli government is the party of family and small business. We will 
put them forward every day of the week. I congratulate the Hon. Minister for Small Business for all the 
work he has done. In that vein, you cannot help but be outraged by the federal budget when it places 
additional toxic taxes on small business. That is what federal and state Labor parties do when they are 
in government: they put toxic taxes on families and businesses in regional and rural Queensland.  

We are not going to have it. The Crisafulli government has abolished two of Labor’s taxes: the 
patients tax and stamp duty for first home buyers buying or building their first home in Queensland. 
When could state or federal Labor governments ever claim they abolished taxes?  

Mr Janetzki: Fifteen new taxes. 

Mr BLEIJIE: I take the interjection from the Treasurer. The Labor Party introduced 15 new taxes 
in their decade of decline.  
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I have two great announcements for small and family business today. I can announce that this 
government is freezing the premiums for every business in Queensland that pays workers 
compensation premiums for another 12 months. We froze it last year and we are freezing it again this 
year. This means that the premium they pay per $100 of wages will not increase this year, just like last 
year. That will provide certainty for small and family businesses.  

I can also announce today that the contract cleaning industry premium is reducing from 0.75 to 
0.5. We are reducing a levy on small and family businesses. This will equate to about 1,000 businesses 
paying less in levies and taxes to the state. Who would have thought that a state government would not 
only freeze taxes and levies but also reduce levies. It can be done when you respect taxpayers’ money. 
It is because of this budget and the calm and methodical way our Treasurer and government—I missed 
one of them: calm, methodical and considered way—have approached this budget over the last two 
years that we are able to do this.  

When it comes to small and family business and workers compensation, we know there are 
fraudsters going after small businesses. We are cracking down on those fraudsters with a task force 
that has already recovered $180,000. Three fraudsters are serving time in jail because of the strong 
approach we have taken against them. This LNP Crisafulli government will always back small and 
family business. They are the backbone of our economy. That is why we are freezing workers 
compensation premiums and reducing the contract premium from 0.75 to 0.5.  

Road Safety  
Hon. DK FRECKLINGTON (Nanango—LNP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and 

Minister for Integrity) (9.46 am): Some of the most harrowing stories I hear in this role are of innocent 
lives lost on our roads. What makes these tragedies even more confronting is when the driver 
responsible was under the influence of alcohol or drugs, speeding excessively, or had a history of 
dangerous behaviour and still chose to act dangerously behind the wheel. These are not accidents; 
they are choices with devastating consequences.  

Today I am putting those dangerous drivers on notice. We are strengthening our laws to keep 
our community safer. As we enter another school holiday period, mums and dads, children and 
grandparents—people just like all of us—will set out on holidays, but tragically some may never come 
home. All too often the heartbreak is caused not by chance but by the selfish decisions of a dangerous 
driver. Let me be clear: the overwhelming majority of Queenslanders do the right thing on our roads. 
They follow the rules, they take care and they drive responsibly, but it only takes one person to ignore 
that responsibility for lives to be shattered.  

To send the clear message that dangerous driving on our roads will not be tolerated, I will 
introduce a bill to parliament later this morning that will strengthen offences and penalties involving 
dangerous operation or interference with a motor vehicle. This is not only about accountability and 
justice; it is about doing everything we can do to prevent more families experiencing unbelievable loss. 
Sadly, behind every statistic is a family left grieving, and too often they feel let down by the outcomes 
in the system.  

This is why the Crisafulli government is strengthening our dangerous-driving laws: to ensure 
sentences reflect the seriousness of these crimes and the expectations of our community. To 
complement the stronger dangerous-driving offence provisions, Minister Mickelberg will also introduce 
new laws to this parliament to strengthen fines and disqualification periods for drink and drug driving, 
excessive speeding and failure to wear a seatbelt. These new laws are not just about restoring 
confidence in our justice system; they are about ensuring every Queenslander feels safe on our roads 
and they are about honouring the lives that have been lost on those roads. 

Avian Influenza  
Hon. AJ PERRETT (Gympie—LNP) (Minister for Primary Industries) (9.50 am): The Crisafulli 

government takes primary industries and biosecurity very seriously. Accordingly, I would like to update 
the House on Queensland’s preparedness for avian influenza. Can I be very clear: Queensland is 
prepared and well positioned to act swiftly if and when required. Currently, three cases of H5 bird flu 
have been confirmed: two in Western Australia and one in South Australia. A fourth bird found in 
Western Australia is currently undergoing testing for confirmation.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_094646
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_095002
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_094646
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_095002


26 Jun 2026 Ministerial Statements 2209 

 

  
 

This is the first time the H5 avian influenza strain has been detected in Australia. All detections 
have been in migratory birds and not in Australian birds. There is currently no evidence of large-scale 
death or spread to other wildlife, and there have been no detections in poultry. Importantly, there have 
been no detections in Queensland. The Premier convened a Security Cabinet Committee meeting 
yesterday to fully brief ministers and departmental heads. We are taking this seriously.  

The national biosecurity system has been mobilised to complete risk assessments and enhance 
surveillance to inform a response. All relevant national committees have also been activated. The 
Queensland government’s H5 bird flu preparedness steering committee group has significantly 
strengthened whole-of-government governance arrangements for preparedness and response. We 
have also been working very closely with industry.  

To be clear, H5 avian influenza has not been detected in Queensland. While we are not currently 
in response, we remain proactive by enhancing preparedness measures and conducting active 
surveillance. Early detection is vital to responding to this virus and ensuring we minimise its impact. 
Swift action will be critical to help protect Queensland’s $1.2 billion chicken meat and egg industry and 
to ensure consumers continue to have access to fresh poultry goods. Queensland has an active 
surveillance system in place, along with laboratory capability and capacity to undertake rapid bird flu 
testing. There are currently no trade restrictions for poultry or poultry products being exported out of 
Australia.  

It is important to note that the current risk of transmission to people is low. My department is 
working very closely with Queensland Health and the Chief Health Officer to monitor potential risks to 
the broader community. It is also important to note and reassure Queensland consumers that bird flu 
does not pose a food safety risk for chicken meat and eggs when handled and cooked correctly. Given 
the devastating impact this disease can have on native wildlife, Biosecurity Queensland has partnered 
with the environment department on preparedness efforts to protect native fauna and biodiversity.  

I again reiterate and reassure all Queenslanders that we are well prepared and ready to respond 
to this virus should it make it to Queensland. While bird flu is not a direct risk to human health, we are 
asking members of the community to take precautions. Avoid contact with sick or dead wild birds or 
wildlife—do not touch them—and do not collect sick or dead animals. Record what you have seen by 
taking photos or videos and getting an accurate location.  

Budget, Department of the Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation  
Hon. AC POWELL (Glass House—LNP) (Minister for the Environment and Tourism and Minister 

for Science and Innovation and Acting Minister for Sport and Racing and Minister for the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games) (9.53 am): I start by associating myself with the comments of the Premier earlier 
today. Go the Socceroos.  

The Crisafulli LNP government’s second budget strengthens the foundations of a fresh start for 
Queensland. It is a budget built on doing what we promised: built on calm, methodical financial 
management; built on backing the things that matter; and built on delivering for Queensland. In the face 
of economic uncertainty, Queenslanders expect a government that gets on with the job, a government 
that invests where it matters and a government that protects what makes this state great. That is exactly 
what this budget does. 

Queensland is home to some of the greatest natural assets anywhere in the world. They are 
more than places on a map; they are the places where Queenslanders spend weekends with their 
family, where visitors explore, where regional communities build their livelihoods, where memories are 
made. Our national parks are everyone’s backyard. They belong to every Queenslander—from Cape 
York to Cooloola and on to Currumbin, from the Outback to the Great Barrier Reef. They define our 
Queensland way of life. That is why we have a responsibility to look after them.  

That is why this government is investing where it matters. We are continuing the biggest boost 
to Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service rangers in our state’s history. We are strategically expanding 
our protected areas, we are protecting threatened species, we are improving visitor experiences and 
we are building new wildlife hospitals. We are continuing to support local conservation through our 
grassroots environment grants and we are investing to tackle feral pigs, invasive weeds and pests that 
threaten our landscapes and our wildlife.  

We are delivering a record $330.5 million investment to protect the Great Barrier Reef because 
nobody loves the reef more than Queenslanders and nobody has more at stake in its future. We are 
also investing almost $1 billion to reduce waste and boost recycling. We are building the recycling 
infrastructure Queensland needs. We are keeping more waste out of landfill because every tonne 
recycled is a tonne that does not go over the weighbridge.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_095327
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_095327


2210 Ministerial Statements 26 Jun 2026 

 

 

 
 

Queensland is the home of the holiday, and that is why we are continuing our record investment 
of more than $1 billion through Destination 2045. We are backing more experiences, backing more 
events, backing more flights and backing regional Queensland. Protecting what we have is only part of 
the job; we also have to build what is next. That is why we are backing science and innovation, helping 
more Queensland ideas become Queensland jobs and creating the industries that will drive our 
economy into the future. 

The contrast could not be clearer. Under Labor, national parks were the worst neighbour you 
could have. Labor had a secret plan to slash tourism funding by 95 per cent. We found specialist fire 
trained rangers were left unfunded. After a decade in office, Labor left Queensland’s recycling rate 
going backwards.  

Queenslanders deserve better than that, and that is what this government is delivering. We are 
protecting what makes Queensland special, we are backing the industries that rely on it and we are 
getting on with delivering—because when you protect Queensland’s environment, you strengthen 
Queensland’s economy; when you invest in tourism, you create opportunities in regional communities; 
and when you back science and innovation, you create the jobs of tomorrow. That is what this budget 
delivers, that is what a fresh start looks like, and that is exactly what the Crisafulli LNP government is 
delivering.  

Budget, Small and Family Business  
Hon. SJ MINNIKIN (Chatsworth—LNP) (Minister for Customer Services and Open Data and 

Minister for Small and Family Business) (9.57 am): After a decade of decline, Queensland’s small and 
family businesses finally have the certainty and stability they require to grow and thrive. I acknowledge 
the great announcement made today by the Deputy Premier. Well done.  

After listening to the Leader of the Opposition yesterday, our small and family businesses will be 
glad there is an LNP Crisafulli government to provide stability and certainty in comparison to the recent 
federal Labor budget. The Labor decade of decline saw rising energy costs, rising crime rates and rising 
uncertainty due to increasing taxes, charges and red tape. We acknowledge the uncertainty, driven by 
the Albanese federal government’s handling of the fuel crisis, interest rate rises—three in a row—and 
a series of broken promises which made up the federal budget.  

We are strengthening the foundations for small and family business and it comes with no new or 
increased taxes. In fact, under the Crisafulli government, small and family businesses will see energy 
costs fall by eight to 14 per cent across Queensland. Our targeted $40 million Secure Communities 
Partnership Program is making the safety of customers, staff and small business owners a priority and 
supporting the ongoing fall in victim numbers as a result of Labor’s youth crime crisis.  

The budget will deliver $11.5 million for small business owners through micro-credential training 
courses in AI, cyber and procurement. There will be $16 million to go towards supporting chambers of 
commerce, councils, industry, trade and business networks to invest locally through our Regional 
Business Gateways Program. It is another example of the Crisafulli government working in conjunction 
with regional Queensland communities to unlock opportunities for local businesses to grow and thrive. 
We are delivering $10 million to support small and family businesses to adopt AI solutions, and we will 
continue to provide targeted support for key industries, such as the construction industry, which is so 
vital in the lead-in to the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  

Just as we did last year, we have continued to fix Labor’s mess, finding funding to deliver the 
programs Labor planned to cut. There is $16.8 million for financial counselling and wellbeing support, 
which Labor failed to fund beyond 2025. As I said at the start, this is giving Queensland’s 508,000 small 
and family businesses the certainty they need. These programs are the cornerstone in our plan to grow 
the number of small and family businesses to beyond 600,000 by 2032. By reducing red tape, improving 
access to services and helping more businesses connect with procurement opportunities, we are 
backing small and family businesses to grow and create jobs in communities right across Queensland.  

We are also modernising the digital governance approach with the digital government investment 
and assurance committees, which will review and monitor all new digital and ICT investments over 
$5 million. That includes all projects supported by the billion dollar Queensland Government Digital 
Fund from start to finish. This ongoing investment in the Queensland government’s digital ecosystem 
will modernise critical systems, improve customer service experiences, reduce fraud risk and 
strengthen digital governance and cybersecurity. This modernisation of the governance of digital and 
ICT projects will end the disjointed and uncoordinated approach that led to cost blowouts and failed 
delivery during Labor’s decade of decline.  
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This budget continues to deliver certainty and stability for small and family businesses and is an 
important step towards becoming Australia’s most customer focused government. As co-chair of the 
Parliamentary Friends of Football, I say go the Socceroos at midday.  

ETHICS COMMITTEE  

Report  
Mr STEVENS (Mermaid Beach—LNP) (10.00 am): I lay upon the table of the House the following 

report of the Ethics Committee: report No. 246, titled Matter of privilege referred by the Speaker on 
11 December 2025 relating to an allegation of misconducting oneself in the presence of the House by 
the member for McConnel.  
Tabled paper: Ethics Committee: Report No. 246, 58th Parliament—Matter of privilege referred by the Speaker on 11 December 
2025 relating to allegations of misconducting oneself in the presence of the House by the member for McConnel [1118]. 

The committee made the following recommendation to the House: that the House make two 
findings of contempt against the member for McConnel for misconducting herself in the presence of the 
House in accordance with section 37 of the Parliament of Queensland Act 2001 and standing order 
266(11) and that the member for McConnel make an unequivocal apology to the House at the earliest 
opportunity.  

I commend the report to the House.  

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE  
Mr SPEAKER: Question time today will conclude at 10.31 am.  

Energy Prices  
Mr MILES (10.01 am): My question is to the Minister for Finance. I table leaked documents from 

Energy Queensland that show the government requested the Australian Energy Regulator to pass 
through approximately $38.84 to Queenslanders’ energy bills over the next two financial years to recoup 
costs after Tropical Cyclone Alfred. It is understood the AER has approved this request. Can the 
Minister for Finance advise why the government is asking for energy bills to increase?  
Tabled paper: Extract from Energy Queensland document, undated, titled ‘Q2 2025-26 Quarterly Report to Shareholding 
Ministers’ [1119]. 

Ms BATES: I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. It is his first question to me in 
576 days. The question probably should have gone to the Minister for Energy, who looks after the 
portfolio issues. However, I am more than happy to answer with regard to what we have been doing 
and how our government has put downwards pressure on electricity prices. We have done that because 
we have an Electricity Maintenance Guarantee. We did that— 

A government member: $1.8 billion.  
Ms BATES: That is $1.8 billion, and we did that because we all know the history of Callide C 

under those opposite and the over a thousand days when Queenslanders did not have any power at 
all. We on this side of the House are ensuring our government owned corporations are meeting their 
statements of expectations. They now do not get dividends if they do things that are not right. Members 
will have heard that the Treasurer is calling out those electricity companies that are not passing on the 
benefits of our policies to our constituents so that prices go down.  

We can compare and contrast the decade of decline under Labor and all of the untruths that 
were sold and peddled to the public of Queensland in the lead-up to the election like the pumped hydro 
hoax— 

Mr Bleijie: Pioneer-Burdekin.  
Ms BATES:—the Pioneer-Burdekin Dam, Murrumba— 
Mr Crisafulli: Borumba.  
Ms BATES: Sorry, Borumba— 
A government member: And Murrumba!  
Ms BATES:—and Murrumba.  
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A government member: That is another hoax.  
Ms BATES: That is another hoax. I am just amazed at the hypocrisy of this government in asking 

us questions about cost of living when we had promises from the former premier that we were going to 
have ‘Stevo’s servos’, ‘Steve’s sandwiches’— 

Mr O’Connor: The sausage rolls.  
Ms BATES:—and ‘Steve’s sausage rolls’. On the other hand, we are looking after the 

Queensland budget. We are not going to blow it like those opposite did. Our 2026-27 budget has 
strengthened the foundations laid by our previous budget and we will continue to repair and restore 
financial and fiscal security and sustainability. One of my jobs is to ensure taxpayers’ money is spent 
wisely, which is a foreign concept to those opposite, because in the lead-up to the last election you 
basically made promises like drunken sailors— 

Mr SPEAKER: Through the chair.  
Ms BATES: Sorry—on the taxpayer dollar. We are committed to fiscal discipline. That is what 

honourable members saw in the last budget and what they see in this one again.  
(Time expired)  

Energy Prices  
Ms FENTIMAN: My question is to the Treasurer. Why did the Treasurer pass on an almost 

$60 million energy bill to Queensland households? I table the final AER determination. 
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 29 April 2026, from the Acting General Manager Network Expenditure, Australian Energy Regulator, 
Mr Ben Stonehouse, to the Manager Regulatory Affairs, Energy Queensland, Ms Alena Christmas, regarding AER 
Determination—Energex Tropical Cyclone Alfred cost pass through application [1120]. 

Mr JANETZKI: I thank the honourable member for the question. Of all the times for those opposite 
to ask us questions about energy prices, they choose today. I look at the record of those opposite. In 
their last full year power prices went up 19.9 per cent. That was during their last full year in office. In 
the first full year after the Queensland Energy and Jobs Plan—their plan—power prices in the regions 
went up 29 per cent. That is what happened in the market once their Energy and Jobs Plan was 
released; prices went up. Let me go through how power prices have changed under this government.  

In the first year after the delivery of the Energy Roadmap we are seeing both the Australian 
Energy Regulator’s default market offer and the Queensland Competition Authority’s determination for 
regional Queensland go down. In the first year after their plan, power prices went up 29 per cent. In our 
first year after the Energy Roadmap, they are going down between seven and 14 per cent. That is what 
is happening in Queensland and honourable members should look at the underlying causes. In their 
Energy and Jobs Plan there were 37 pictures over 57 pages. That was their plan, and ours is a giant 
glossy brochure full of our announcements. Under our plan, there is modelling and it is about investing 
into the future. As the finance minister has just said, there is a record investment into the Electricity 
Maintenance Guarantee to ensure our coal generators stay running for longer. No matter where you 
look, no matter how you compare, in the first year under our Energy Roadmap compared to the first 
year under their Energy and Jobs Plan energy prices are down. They are coming down.  

In relation to the question, I can also confirm in this budget there is a record investment into 
Energy Queensland of $2.7 billion. We respect our hardworking energy employees right across the 
state because they do an outstanding job when it comes to disasters, from the cape to Coolangatta. 
We want to invest in them to ensure they are doing the work that is necessary to put downward pressure 
on power prices. The record of those opposite on power prices was only in one direction which was up 
and under us they are coming down.  

Budget 
Mr G KELLY: My question is to the Premier and Minister for Veterans. How is the Crisafulli LNP 

government’s second budget delivering on what was promised to Queenslanders at the 2024 election, 
and is the Premier aware of any approaches that have failed to listen to Queenslanders? 

Mr CRISAFULLI: I start by thanking the member for Mirani for the question. I want to make the 
reflection that he represents a proud part of regional Queensland—a part that is getting its fair share. 
His part of the world underpins so much that is good about the agriculture and the mining sectors of 
this state. These are some of the contributions that he has been able to secure: I think about that 
maintenance in Stanwell, which is so very important, that is listed in the budget; I think about Ergon 
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upgrades in Sarina which are so very important for that community; and I think about the Bruce Highway 
upgrades, and I know that the member has been with the honourable minister looking at things at Spider 
Creek et cetera, but there are some more upgrades north of Marlborough in this budget as well, so well 
done to the member and congratulations. 

The member asks about this budget, and it is pretty simple: lower debt than predicted and a 
pathway to surplus and easing pressure on the big ‘kitchen table’ bills. It is about restoring frontline 
service delivery, and we are building things again in Queensland. That is what this budget is about, and 
it is all without new and increased taxes—just as we said we would do. Our second budget continues 
the good work of the Treasurer on the first, but I say to every single member: well done for your 
advocacy. To all of the ministers: well done on the performance that you are driving across your 
portfolios. I think of the things that drove us before the election campaign, and they remain the things 
we focus on—youth crime, health, housing, cost of living and delivering infrastructure on time and on 
budget. 

We all know the results of a decade of decline. Queenslanders lived it. They saw it. They heard 
the excuses, and every day we get up and focus on how we can make things better for this state. How 
can we focus on turning around a decade of decline? I think about what is happening in the health 
system where, as a result of the clear and coherent plan, ambulance ramping is coming down and the 
surgery waitlist has been stabilised. I think about youth crime and a relentless focus across the portfolios 
of several ministers. We have a long way to go, but, after a 193 per cent increase in victims, to have it 
fall by 7.2 per cent in the first full year after Adult Crime, Adult Time shows it is working, but we have to 
keep going and keep investing in stronger laws, more police and early intervention. I think about 
housing, and I am very interested in the contents of the opposition’s housing policy released yesterday 
and what that would mean in the here and now, because I know it is happening through the housing 
minister. There is record infrastructure in social and community housing. I know it is happening through 
the Deputy Premier with RAF getting things going again, so I am very interested in what could be done 
and what catalyst it could find. I think about building things again in Queensland. This is a proud state 
and for so many years it built things proudly—until it was held at the mercy of the CFMEU. That has 
changed and we are building things again in Queensland. 

(Time expired) 

Police Service, Legal Costs 
Ms ENOCH: My question is to the Minister for Police. Noting the Attorney-General’s answer on 

Tuesday in question time, will the minister release the legal costs incurred by the Queensland Police 
Service to maintain a suppression order to protect the identity of a high-profile Queensland man? 

Mr SPEAKER: Just hold on one second. I will take some advice. 

Speaker’s Ruling, Question Out of Order 
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Algester, I made a comment about concerns about that subject this 

morning. Obviously you had your question before that, but I am going to rule the question out of order. 

Budget, Housing 
Mrs YOUNG: My question is to the Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, 

Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for Industrial Relations. How is the Crisafulli government’s 
second budget delivering on our plan to unlock more places to call home for Queenslanders, and is he 
aware of any endorsements of this plan after a decade of decline? 

Mr BLEIJIE: I thank the member for Redlands for the question, and it is a simple answer to the 
member for Redlands. There is the Residential Activation Fund, with round 1 unlocking 98,000 homes 
and round 2 doubled from $500 million to $1 billion, which we will see roll out in the next couple of 
weeks. There is the Land Activation Program where we are approving SFDs. Those opposite did not 
approve any homes under SFDs; I have approved thousands of homes under SFDs. I have declared 
three new PDAs, including North Harbour, which those opposite rejected twice. For 10 years it sat on 
the minister’s desk in the planning department. I have approved North Harbour, one of three new PDAs. 
We have done a deal with the feds worth $2.4 billion. By God, there is so much money rolling out now 
under the Crisafulli government and the Albanese government partnering with us in the housing space 
and because of all of the work and record investment in social and affordable community housing by 
the honourable housing minister. 
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I was so looking forward yesterday to the Leader of the Opposition’s budget reply speech when 
he announced his big housing policy, and we all saw it—The housing affordability crisis in Queensland. 
However, overnight I had the time to peruse this document. I was waiting for a policy. I can advise 
honourable members that it is not a policy, because those opposite say that these are just some 
thoughts and then they are going to develop a white paper and then that will turn into a green paper 
and then the green paper will turn into a policy platform in 2028—four years, no policies on housing. It 
gets worse. If you read this document, it is more of a legacy of their own bad legacy. In their own words, 
they say things like— 
Brisbane was among the least affordable capital cities to buy in, with dwelling values up 66.9 per cent between March 2020 and 
October 2024. 

Government members interjected. 
Mr BLEIJIE: We did not even win the election until October 2024, so that was under their watch. 

It goes further— 
The number of Queenslanders experiencing persistent homelessness more than doubled between 2018-19 and 2024-25, from 
around 4,200 to over 9,900. 

We were not in government! It continues— 
Commonwealth Rent Assistance eases the strain but does not remove it: in 2023, 43.1 per cent of Queensland recipients 
remained in rental stress even after the payment ... 

The document goes on to say that Brisbane building material costs are up 60 per cent since 2015, but 
here are the best two— 
Queensland dwelling approvals grew over the year to February 2026 ... 

The only positive in this document is from when we were in government, and I thank the Leader 
of the Opposition for acknowledging that. Finally, there is a source document where they get all of the 
info from. The source document mentions the Queensland Productivity Commission that we 
reintroduced and they opposed. Thank you for acknowledging our good legacy and your terrible legacy! 

(Time expired) 

Budget 
Mr MILES: My question is to the Premier. This week it has been revealed that energy bills will 

increase, that water bills will increase and that many back-to-school vouchers have not even been 
claimed, and I table media reports.  
Tabled paper: Article from the Courier Mail online, dated 25 June 2026, titled ‘Minister blasts water bill hike’ and related 
commentary titled ‘Power providers warned on bills’ [1121]. 

Does the Premier accept that his budget has failed Queenslanders? 
Dr ROWAN: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. My point of order is whether the Leader of the 

Opposition can authenticate the basis of the question as asked. 
Mr de BRENNI: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. The matters raised in the question are all 

authenticated by the tabled documents. 
Mr SPEAKER: Premier, the question was about the budget. 
Mr CRISAFULLI: Yes, Mr Speaker; thank you very much. I am going to start by saying that energy 

bills are coming down, which makes that question factually wrong. I want to make a couple of 
observations. I started by saying what the budget has done—the pathway to surplus, lowering the debt 
trajectory. I spoke about restoring frontline service delivery. I spoke about easing pressure on those big 
‘kitchen table’ bills and I spoke about building things again in Queensland.  

During the course of this week we have listened to those opposite and we have heard some 
wonderful responses, and I am going to pick up on a couple of them. Firstly on water, those opposite—
they refused to ever do anything about bulk water prices for 10 years—will sit there after a decision that 
we made to freeze them. I have a feeling that that is going to benefit consumers well and truly, and I 
think what the minister did yesterday showed real ticker and we will see that pressure coming down. I 
have every faith that those retailers will do the right thing; otherwise, that minister will do it in this House. 

I think of the Back to School Boost which we never committed to, yet we implemented and then 
lifted by 50 per cent. They criticised it and yesterday they continued to criticise it. I think of roads. I think 
of their questions around a project they never built. At the same time they referenced Gympie Road, 
where we have a plan to invest in a big-ticket upgrade. There are many things in this budget I could 
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point to: $119.2 billion record in capital; $35.5 billion record in health; $23.1 billion record in education; 
$7.2 billion for Making Queensland Safer; $5.7 billion for social housing; and $1 billion for the 
Residential Activation Fund.  

A budget is not always about big numbers. I want to turn to a smaller number that shows that 
you can make a difference: just $7.9 million. I will tell you what that contribution does. It helps in the 
rehabilitation space. That $7.9 million helps in the research space. It helps with planting. It shows that 
even the smallest amounts can make a difference. I will tell those opposite why this matters. This side 
of the House is delivering $7.9 million to save threatened species. We are determined to do that, but 
nothing will save the endangered Leader of the Opposition.  

Interruption.  

SPEAKER’S STATEMENT 

Speaker’s Ruling, Sub Judice 
Mr SPEAKER: I have a statement regarding the question asked that I ruled out of order. I think 

it is important to read. Speakers have taken a very wide view on the application of standing order 233 
sub judice and applied it accordingly. Speaker Reynolds on 6 February 2007 at page 2 stated— 
It is a matter for the courts to regulate debate in the community that may transgress contempt of those proceedings. However, 
because the matters are pending in criminal courts, it is vital that no privileged or prejudicial debate occurs in this House. 

Several rulings made by Speaker Reynolds that day illustrate the application of the rule. In this 
instance, the criminal matter is clearly sub judice. Any order made by the court relating to that matter 
will also be viewed as within the scope of standing order 233, as would breaching the order itself. It 
follows that all applications made relating to the criminal matter, including appeals on any order, would 
also be considered sub judice. Members are also reminded that a breach of standing order 233 has 
been held to be a contempt.  

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
Resumed. 

Budget, Housing  
Mr LEE: My question is to the Minister for Housing and Public Works and Minister for Youth. How 

is the Crisafulli LNP government’s second budget making the necessary investments to build more 
housing for Queensland and is the minister aware of any examples where the rate of housing 
construction collapsed during a decade of decline?  

Mr O’CONNOR: I thank the member for Hervey Bay for his advocacy to get things built in his 
beautiful community. I receive regular updates from the member for Hervey Bay on all of the projects 
we have underway. Of the 6,500 social and affordable homes we have under contract or construction 
across our state, the overwhelming majority have been added since this government was elected. You 
could not find a clearer contrast between this government and the Labor Party than what we saw 
yesterday. When the Deputy Premier and I said a few months ago that you cannot live under a Labor 
Party housing brochure, we did not mean that to be a challenge for the opposition. But, credit where 
credit is due, they have lived up to that challenge. Yesterday they released a plan for an issues paper 
with a white paper, to be followed by a green paper and then a policy platform. That is three walls and 
a roof by my count. 

Again, there is a clear contrast between an opposition that talks about housing and a government 
that is getting on with the job of building it. For the benefit of the member for Gaven, in particular, a 
green paper is a discussion paper with policy options, while a white paper is a finalised policy paper. I 
will table the Department of the Premier and Cabinet’s cabinet handbook process around that.  
Tabled paper: Extract from Queensland Government Cabinet Handbook titled ‘6.3 Discussion (Green) Papers ad Policy (White) 
Papers’ [1122]. 

Unfortunately for the member for Gaven, it is the wrong way. The timeline outlined yesterday by 
the Labor Party has a finalised policy white paper being released in 2027, followed by a green paper 
for discussion in 2028, followed by their election platform. They cannot even get the process right. It is 
hard without staff, it is very hard. At least the opposition are finally admitting their role in creating the 
Queensland housing crisis. They had graphs, some of which—as the deputy outlined—went back to 
2015 specifically and ended in 2024.  
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We are getting on with the job. We have a record pipeline of social and affordable homes that 
are under contract or construction thanks to the $5.7 billion we are putting in this budget. It beats our 
own record of last year to get more homes built. The deputy is unlocking land in every corner of this 
state. In fact, there was one part of this document that said— 
Available, serviced and well-located land is the precondition for housing supply. The pace of land release, infrastructure servicing 
and conversion of greenfield land into ready-to-build lots determine how quickly industry can respond to demand.  

Deputy Premier, it is like you need some kind of fund to activate all that residential land, some 
kind of program that is focused on releasing and activating residential land. I do not know what we could 
call it. Maybe it will be in the issues paper, maybe it will be in the white paper, maybe it will be in the 
green paper. We look forward to seeing it.  

(Time expired)  

Health Services  
Mr BAILEY: My question is to the Minister for Health. Can the minister advise whether all the 

hospital and health service agreements have been finalised and, if not, when will they be?  

Mr NICHOLLS: By ‘hospital and health service agreements’ I think he means the annual 
contracts that are entered into by the Health Department with each HHS for the delivery of service for 
the succeeding year and that will be the 2026-27 year. As a matter of course, those contracts are 
normally negotiated by the department through the system purchasing and policy branch and they cover 
a wide range of services that are expected to be delivered and that Queensland Health buys off those 
HHSs which are controlled by independent boards. There is usually a period of negotiation between 
the boards and the department as to what that looks like and the anticipated activity through the year. 
I note the opposition has been exercised, to some degree, by something called the weighted activity 
units, the WAU, and have made a number of comments in relation to it. That is part and parcel of it.  

It is always interesting to note that this year, 2026-27, our QWAU—which is slightly different to 
the weighted average unit that is set by the national body; this is the Queensland body—we see an 
increase of 50,000 from our 2025-26 budget. Over the last Labor budget we saw an increase of 379,881 
QWAU. We will be delivering more weighted activity units across the entire system for 2026-27.  

A government member: Wow! 

Mr NICHOLLS: You might well say ‘wow’ colleagues—exactly right. We are doing that 
consistently across the system and across all areas. At the moment we are in negotiations with each 
of the HHSs with regard to the delivery of those services, but I want to emphasise that those hospital 
and health services, with their independent boards and their chief executives, are responsible for 
determining their trajectory.  

Mr de BRENNI: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order on relevance. The question was about how 
many service agreements have been finalised and, if not, when?  

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, I think you were talking about the agreements at the beginning of your 
contribution.  

Mr NICHOLLS: I am not quite sure what the Manager of Opposition Business is saying. I said 
those agreements and contracts are in negotiation right now. There is a normal procedure. In the 
contents of those contracts are things like QWAU and that is exactly what I said. It is also interesting to 
compare what we are doing with what happened under those opposite. For example, in the 2022-23 
budget under those opposite Metro North outpatient care reduced by over 5,200 WAUs from the prior 
budget allocation. They actually went backwards in 2022-23. 

A government member: Wow! 

Mr NICHOLLS: Exactly! The Metro South emergency department reduced by 1,865 from the 
previous budget in 2022-23. Well may they say ‘Wow!’ 

Budget, Fiscal Responsibility  
Mr HUTTON: My question is to the Treasurer, Minister for Energy and Minister for Home 

Ownership. How is the Crisafulli LNP government’s second budget delivering the certainty and fiscal 
responsibility Queenslanders need, and is the Treasurer aware of any plans that have failed to deliver 
certainty or fiscal responsibility for Queenslanders?  
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Mr SPEAKER: Minister, you have one minute. 

Mr JANETZKI: Let me start with one plan that failed—it must be the first budget week in a very 
long time where the shadow treasurer has not asked a single question of the treasurer of the day. That 
is one plan that has gone awry: the shadow treasurer forgot to ask a question of the Treasurer in budget 
week. Can you believe it? Over the last 24 hours we have seen an avalanche of misinformation from 
the member for Bundamba when it comes to CopperString. Let me make it clear: those opposite cannot 
read budget papers. Member for Bundamba, take the next month off; the ETU have your estimates 
questions covered for you, mate. Take the next month off. The ETU will have it covered for you. It is a 
record investment in CopperString of $3.2 million. Our first budget laid the foundations for the fresh 
start that Queenslanders voted for. Our budget this week strengthened them.  

(Time expired)  

Mr SPEAKER: The period for question time has expired. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Dissent from Speaker’s Ruling  
Hon. MC de BRENNI (Springwood—ALP) (10.31 am): I give notice that the opposition will move— 

That Mr Speaker’s ruling be dissented from. 

We will be moving dissent from the Speaker’s ruling out of order the member for Algester’s 
question, based on application of standing order 233. 

CRIMINAL CODE (DANGEROUS DRIVING) AND OTHER LEGISLATION 
AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction  
Hon. DK FRECKLINGTON (Nanango—LNP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and 

Minister for Integrity) (10.31 am): I present a bill for an act to amend the Criminal Code, the District 
Court of Queensland Act 1967, the Penalties and Sentences Act 1992, the Police Powers and 
Responsibilities Act 2000, the Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Act 1994, the Transport 
Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995, the Youth Justice Act 1992 and the legislation 
mentioned in schedule 1 for particular purposes. I table the bill, the explanatory notes and a statement 
of compatibility with human rights. I nominate the State Development, Infrastructure and Works 
Committee to consider the bill.  
Tabled paper: Criminal Code (Dangerous Driving) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 [1123]. 

Tabled paper: Criminal Code (Dangerous Driving) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, explanatory notes [1124]. 

Tabled paper: Criminal Code (Dangerous Driving) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, statement of compatibility with 
human rights [1125]. 

It is with pleasure that I rise today to introduce the Criminal Code (Dangerous Driving) and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2026. This bill reflects the Crisafulli government’s ongoing commitment to 
make our communities safer. Transport is an important part of daily life in Queensland, whether it be 
driving to work, cycling to a park or boating in local waterways. Tragically, many Queenslanders are 
killed or injured in road and other transport accidents each year. The dangerous use of vehicles can 
pose a significant threat, with the potential for devastating consequences. Queenslanders have the 
right to travel and participate in their community without being put at risk by others behaving 
dangerously. 

The Criminal Code currently sets out two offences in section 328A relating to dangerously 
operating vehicles. The first captures behaviour that is dangerous but does not cause death or grievous 
bodily harm to another person. The other more serious offence is dangerous behaviour that does cause 
death or grievous bodily harm. Section 328A of the Criminal Code was introduced in 1943. While the 
past 80 years have seen a number of modifications, it is time for an overhaul. It is important that these 
offence provisions are clear, contemporary and fit for purpose. It is important that the circumstances 
aggravating the offences reflect modern understandings of dangerous behaviours and it is important 
that penalties for dangerously using a vehicle reflect the seriousness of the offending and the harm this 
recklessness can cause. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_103127
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_103154
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1123
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1124
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1125
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_103127
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_103154


2218 Criminal Code (Dangerous Driving) and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 26 Jun 2026 

 

 

 
 

This bill delivers holistic reforms to the offences for dangerously using vehicles. It replaces the 
existing offence provisions in the Criminal Code with a new offence framework for dangerously driving, 
operating, or interfering with driving or operating, a vehicle. In a critical change, the bill separates 
offending involving motor vehicles, such as cars, buses and trucks, from offending involving non-motor 
vehicles such as bicycles and skateboards. This approach recognises the different risks and culpability 
associated with conduct involving motor vehicles and non-motor vehicles.  

Sadly, too many lives are lost on Queensland roads. If we are serious about making a difference, 
safe and responsible driving is essential. Offenders who engage in dangerous behaviours, placing other 
road users and communities at risk, must be held accountable. For too long victims have felt let down 
by the system and these amendments go towards fixing this.  

The bill creates two new offences relating to dangerously driving a motor vehicle. Similar to the 
current framework, one offence captures driving that is dangerous but does not cause death or grievous 
bodily harm to another person; another more serious offence captures driving that is dangerous that 
does cause death or grievous bodily harm.  

For the purpose of the new offences, a motor vehicle is defined by reference to the Transport 
Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995. Adopting this definition ensures the new dangerous-
driving offences apply to the same types of vehicles as other driving offences, such as drink driving, 
drug driving, unlicensed driving and speeding. Importantly, the bill also clarifies and strengthens the 
circumstances that aggravate the offences.  

There are currently significant gaps in the operation of existing section 328A. For example, the 
current offences are not aggravated if the offender is disqualified from holding a driver licence, has a 
prior conviction of careless driving causing the death of another person or if the person is drug driving. 
The bill addresses these gaps. 

Under the new framework, both offences relating to dangerously driving a motor vehicle will be 
aggravated if the offender is under the influence of alcohol or a drug; is over the high alcohol limit; has 
a prescribed drug in their blood or saliva; is excessively speeding or taking part in an unlawful race or 
speed trial; is disqualified from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence or their licence or authority to drive 
is suspended; has been convicted of a prescribed offence in the past five years; leaves the scene if a 
person has been killed or injured, other than to obtain help, before a police officer arrives; or commits 
an offence of evading police.  

One important change to the circumstances of aggravation is the inclusion of drug driving. Drug 
driving is dangerous. Drugs can affect a person’s judgement, vision, coordination and reflexes, 
increasing the risk of a crash. Transport legislation recognises this danger through a zero-tolerance 
approach for prescribed drugs of MDMA, methylamphetamine, cocaine and THC, which is the 
psychoactive compound in cannabis. Under transport law, it is not necessary for the police or 
prosecution to establish that a person was under the influence of one of these drugs or that they were 
adversely affected by one of these drugs. A person commits an offence if they drive a motor vehicle 
when one of the four prescribed drugs is present in their blood or saliva. Under the new framework, if 
a person commits a dangerous driving offence with MDMA, methylamphetamine, cocaine or THC in 
their system, the offence will be aggravated and the offender will be subject to an aggravated penalty. 

The bill corrects omissions ensuring that offences committed while an offender is driving with a 
prescribed drug in their system are circumstances of aggravation. This recognises the inherent dangers 
of drug driving and ensures drug drivers are subject to higher penalties without the prosecution having 
to establish that the drug adversely affected the person. The full consequences of this dangerous 
behaviour will no longer be able to be circumvented through technicality. 

Victims who have been injured and family members who have lost loved ones because of the 
behaviours of these offenders will be prioritised and dangerous drug drivers will be accountable for the 
full extent of their behaviour. I have heard firsthand from those very victims. They have endured the 
justice system, only for a drug driver to receive a lower maximum penalty based on those technicalities. 
The bill I introduce today reflects this zero-tolerance approach to drug driving.  

To reflect the seriousness of dangerous driving, the bill also increases the maximum penalties 
for these offences, increases the minimum driving disqualification periods and requires the court to 
impose a sentence of imprisonment for certain repeat offenders. The maximum penalties for dangerous 
driving that does not cause death or grievous bodily harm will be 400 penalty units, which is currently 
a fine of $66,670 or five years imprisonment if there are no circumstances of aggravation, and 600 
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penalty units, which is currently $100,140 or seven years imprisonment if the offence is aggravated. 
The financial penalties will increase on 1 July this year. For offending that does cause death or grievous 
bodily harm, the maximum penalties will be 16 years imprisonment if there are no circumstances of 
aggravation and 25 years imprisonment if the offence is aggravated. These strengthened maximum 
penalties are complemented by increased minimum periods of disqualification from holding or obtaining 
a licence.  

The new disqualification framework recognises the different types of offending. Longer 
disqualification periods are imposed for offending that causes death or grievous bodily harm to another 
person than for offending that does not. Longer disqualification periods are also imposed for aggravated 
offences than for offences that do not involve aggravation. The disqualification periods escalate if the 
person is a repeat offender. The new disqualification range is from six months to five years. The 
disqualification periods recognise the harm dangerous driving can cause and ensure the minimum 
periods of disqualification are set at an appropriate level to discourage and punish unlawful behaviour. 

The bill also relocates the provisions regarding disqualifications from transport legislation to the 
Criminal Code. This makes the sanctions applying to these offences more transparent and easier to 
understand. Further, the bill strengthens the consequences for repeat offenders. 

Recognising the serious nature of dangerous driving offences, the bill provides that the court 
must impose imprisonment as the whole or part of the punishment if the offender: has been previously 
convicted of dangerous driving causing death or grievous bodily harm or careless driving causing death 
or grievous bodily harm; or has been twice previously convicted of dangerous driving, a drink- or drug-
driving offence or an indictable offence involving driving a motor vehicle in a way that causes or is likely 
to cause injury or death. 

The bill also creates two new offences relating to interfering dangerously with driving a motor 
vehicle. Like the new offences for dangerous driving, one offence captures conduct that does not cause 
death or grievous bodily harm and another more serious offence captures behaviour that does cause 
death or grievous bodily harm. These offences cover dangerous behaviours such as grabbing the 
steering wheel or pulling the handbrake while someone is driving—the type of behaviour that endangers 
the safety of the driver, other passengers and the community. 

Reflecting the ongoing challenge of road safety and the increased risks associated with the 
dangerous use of motor vehicles, the maximum penalties for these offences are the same as the 
maximum penalties for the dangerous driving offences. It is critical that offenders who engage in 
dangerous behaviours that threaten other road users and community members are held accountable. 
However, recognising the different obligations on drivers and others who interfere with driving, the 
circumstances that aggravate the interfering with driving offences are much narrower.  

The new framework provides for similar offences in relation to the use of other types of vehicles—
that is, non-motor vehicles. The bill creates two offences relating to dangerously operating a non-motor 
vehicle and two offences relating to interfering dangerously with operating a non-motor vehicle. 
Consistent with the offences relating to motor vehicles, each category of offending has one offence that 
captures conduct that does not cause death or grievous bodily harm and another more serious offence 
for behaviour that does cause death or grievous bodily harm. Consistent with the offences relating to 
motor vehicles, the bill also clarifies and strengthens the circumstances that aggravate the offences 
relating to dangerously operating a non-motor vehicle and prescribes a list of circumstances that 
aggravate the offences relating to interfering dangerously with operating a non-motor vehicle. 

The maximum penalties for dangerously operating or interfering with the operating of a non-motor 
vehicle that does not cause death or grievous bodily harm will be 200 penalty units, which is currently 
a fine of $33,380 or three years imprisonment if there are no circumstances of aggravation, and 400 
penalty units, which is currently a fine of $66,670 or five years imprisonment if the offence is aggravated. 
For offending that does cause death or grievous bodily harm, the maximum penalties will be 14 years 
imprisonment if there are no circumstances of aggravation and 20 years imprisonment if the offence is 
aggravated. 

This bill delivers much needed reforms. It delivers a new offence framework for dangerously 
using vehicles that is clear, contemporary and fit for purpose. It provides for circumstances of 
aggravation that reflect modern understandings of dangerous behaviours and ensures offenders are 
accountable for the full extent of their behaviour. It delivers strengthened consequences with penalties 
that reflect the seriousness of the offending and the harm it can cause to our communities.  
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The bill reflects the Crisafulli government’s commitment to a justice system that works, that is fair 
and efficient, that holds offenders accountable and that makes our communities safer. I commend the 
bill to the House. 

First Reading 
Hon. DK FRECKLINGTON (Nanango—LNP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and 

Minister for Integrity) (10.46 am): I move— 
That the bill be now read a first time.  

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is referred 

to the State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee.  

TRANSPORT AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL  

Introduction  
Hon. BA MICKELBERG (Buderim—LNP) (Minister for Transport and Main Roads) (10.47 am): I 

present a bill for an act to amend the Photo Identification Card Act 2008, the Photo Identification Card 
Regulation 2019, the Rail Safety National Law (Queensland) Act 2017, the State Penalties Enforcement 
Act 1999, the State Penalties Enforcement Regulation 2014, the Traffic Regulation 1962, the Transport 
Infrastructure Act 1994, the Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Act 1994, the Transport 
Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995, the Transport Operations (Road Use Management—
Driver Licensing) Regulation 2021, the Transport Operations (Road Use Management—Road Rules) 
Regulation 2009, the Transport Operations (Road Use Management—Vehicle Registration) Regulation 
2021, the Transport Planning and Coordination Act 1994 and the legislation mentioned in schedule 1 
for particular purposes. I table the bill, the explanatory notes and a statement of compatibility with 
human rights. I nominate the State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee to consider the 
bill.  
Tabled paper: Transport and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 [1126]. 

Tabled paper: Transport and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, explanatory notes [1127]. 

Tabled paper: Transport and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, statement of compatibility with human rights [1128]. 

I am pleased to introduce the Transport and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026. Road safety 
in Queensland remains a serious challenge, with crashes causing significant harm and economic costs 
estimated at $9 billion annually. Fatalities and serious injuries continue to rise. In 2025, 300 lives were 
lost, four more than the previous year and 62 more than in 2015. This bill targets those amongst our 
driving population who deliberately flout the law, putting theirs and other road users’ lives at risk by 
amending our transport laws to: introduce tough new drink- and drug-driving reforms, establish 
immediate licence suspensions for high-speed offenders detected at the roadside and enable 
passenger nominations for camera detected seatbelt offences.  

Impaired driving is one of the leading causes of road trauma in Queensland. Between 2021 and 
2025 we have seen that 43 per cent of lives lost on our roads involved alcohol or drugs. This trend has 
been further examined through the Queensland Drug Driving Review, conducted between 2022 and 
2026, which involved extensive consultation with experts, stakeholders and people with lived 
experience. The review was supported by international research and independent studies to ensure 
evidence-based recommendations. Shockingly, in 2024 there were more than 26,000 drink- and drug-
driving offences. 

Drink- and drug-driving offenders are not only a danger to themselves; they are a danger to every 
other road user who is doing the right thing. The Crisafulli government is sending a clear message: if 
you risk your life and the lives of others by choosing to drive while impaired, there will be serious 
consequences. Make no mistake: driving with alcohol or drugs in your system is a choice, and it is a 
choice we need Queensland drivers to stop making. 
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This bill proposes to introduce combined drink- and drug-driving offences. This reform directly 
implements a key recommendation of the Drug Driving Review, targeting high-risk drivers who combine 
alcohol and drugs—behaviour shown to significantly increase crash risk. The risk is stark: combining 
alcohol and drugs can increase the risk of a fatal crash by 23 times, and the number of drivers doing 
this is trending upward. This is an unacceptable risk to all road users. To discourage drivers who test 
positive to a combination of alcohol and drugs, they will receive tougher penalties and longer 
disqualification periods than for a standalone offence.  

Under these new laws, a driver who tests positive to drugs and has an illegal blood alcohol 
concentration will face a maximum fine of $5,699 and a licence disqualification of at least three months. 
Drivers convicted of a combined offence where the alcohol level is above .099 BAC will also need to 
complete a drink-driving education program and complete the requirements of the existing Alcohol 
Ignition Interlock Program. An interlock prevents a vehicle from starting if it detects any alcohol in the 
driver’s breath. Additionally, a positive alcohol reading may extend the time the person has to have the 
interlock in their vehicle.  

Crashes involving drug drivers are also increasing. Queensland has seen a 65.9 per cent 
increase in drug related road fatalities, rising from 44 deaths in 2019 to 73 in 2025—an alarming trend 
identified through the Drug Driving Review. THC alone, the psychoactive compound in cannabis, was 
detected in over 60 per cent of drug drivers involved in a fatal crash between 2018 and 2024 where 
drugs were detected, highlighting its impact on driver impairment and road safety. THC impairment 
varies significantly between individuals, and there is currently no reliable way to measure that 
impairment at the roadside. 

To address this alarming trend, the bill proposes to double the maximum fine and licence 
disqualification period for driving with a relevant drug in your saliva. Those drugs are 
methylamphetamine, cocaine, MDMA or THC. Offenders will face a fine of up to $4,835 and lose their 
licence for a minimum of two months. This will better reflect the danger that drug driving poses to all 
road users and reinforce that any drug impaired driving is taken seriously. Drug drivers will get the 
message: take drugs and drive and we will take you off the road. 

Queensland currently has no minimum fines for drink- or drug-driving offences. In some cases, 
court imposed fines have been too low—lower than penalties for other Fatal Five offences such as 
mobile phone use or not wearing a seatbelt. To help address this behaviour, this bill proposes to 
introduce minimum court imposed fines for drink and drug driving. This will create stronger, more 
consistent penalties across the Fatal Five framework. It should be noted that the courts will retain some 
discretion not to impose the full minimum fine in cases such as someone receiving a jail sentence. In 
concerning figures, 39 per cent of drug-driving offenders have committed two or more drug-driving 
offences.  

Following on from the success of our drink-driving education programs, this bill includes 
amendments to require drug drivers to complete a mandatory education program before they can be 
relicensed. The program will be a mandatory, phone-based session with a drug support service provider 
that can be tailored to the offender. Drug drivers completing the program may also be referred to other 
support services to help them get their lives back on track. Drivers will need to complete the program 
in order to get their driver’s licence back. 

Queensland’s highly effective roadside drug-testing program aims to catch those drivers with 
relevant drugs in their system. Police intercept around 56,000 drivers for roadside drug testing each 
year, with 20 percent of those charged with a drug-driving offence. That is, a fifth of drivers intercepted 
have drugs that impair driving in their system. These drugs lead to overconfidence and an increase in 
risk taking and can slow reaction times. The numbers are troubling. 

To create efficiencies for the Queensland Police Service, this bill includes amendments to 
streamline the roadside drug-testing process. Currently, there are three steps, where the first and 
second non-evidentiary tests are conducted roadside, with the third test conducted by a Queensland 
Health laboratory. Since the introduction of roadside drug testing in 2007 there have been significant 
advancements in the testing technology, therefore making the second test redundant. This legislation 
will remove the second non-evidentiary test from the roadside drug-testing process and will align 
Queensland’s testing program with South Australia, which has been successfully operating with a 
similar model since 2018. Streamlining processes will lessen the time involved for both the police and 
the driver. This will provide cost and resource savings and also increase the number of roadside drug 
tests that can be administered. These changes give effect to the Drug Driving Review recommendation 
to streamline drug testing to save time and resources while maintaining strong enforcement capability. 
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This bill also proposes amendments that will enable passenger nominations for camera detected 
seatbelt offences. Seatbelt noncompliance is one of the Fatal Five behaviours and contributed to 26 per 
cent of road crash fatalities in Queensland between 2020 and 2025. Almost two-thirds of camera 
detected seatbelt infringement notices are issued for passenger seatbelt noncompliance. While driver 
seatbelt compliance has improved since the introduction of cameras, passenger seatbelt offence rates 
remain notably higher. To address this, the bill introduces amendments that allow drivers to nominate 
an offending adult passenger for a camera detected passenger seatbelt offence. Where the nomination 
is successful, the driver’s infringement notice would be withdrawn and the passenger issued with the 
same tough penalties as drivers—a fine of more than $1,200. The bill will also remove demerit points 
for passenger related seatbelt offences. This aligns penalties with other passenger-specific penalties 
in Queensland and ensures demerit points are only allocated for offences where the driver is directly 
responsible. The changes address community fairness concerns and strengthen road safety 
enforcement by ensuring camera detected seatbelt offences target the right person. 

Speeding remains a significant contributor to road trauma in Queensland, with 26.4 per cent of 
all lives lost on Queensland roads in 2025 attributed to speeding. Research demonstrates that a 
substantial proportion of serious crashes involve drivers travelling at moderate to highly excessive 
speeds. To address this, the bill introduces an immediate licence suspension framework for drivers 
detected travelling more than 40 kilometres per hour above the speed limit by roadside police. This 
measure will ensure that drivers posing the highest risk to themselves and others are removed from the 
road network swiftly and decisively. Recognising that immediate suspension may, in some 
circumstances, give rise to safety concerns, the framework provides police with a discretionary power 
to delay the commencement of a suspension for up to 48 hours. This will allow drivers and their 
passengers sufficient time to make alternative travel arrangements where immediate enforcement may 
otherwise leave them in an unsafe situation.  

The bill also establishes a new administrative framework for high-speed offenders who can 
demonstrate that a licence suspension would cause severe hardship. Eligible individuals may apply for 
a permit authorising them to drive under strict conditions and only in limited circumstances. The bill also 
permits eligible individuals to appeal the decision to refuse a permit via the Magistrates Court. This 
framework will be available to all drivers serving a high-speed licence suspension, meaning offenders 
who are caught both roadside and by camera detection will be captured under the new framework.  

I am pleased to say that the majority of Queenslanders are responsible drivers. We owe it to 
them to target our efforts on those who are not doing the right thing and endanger the lives of all road 
users. Together, these reforms respond to community concerns about high-range speeding by ensuring 
dangerous drivers are removed from the road at the earliest opportunity, reducing the risk of further 
offending and enhancing the safety of all road users.  

This bill also proposes amendments to support the delivery of stage 3 of the Wave. The Wave is 
a major Sunshine Coast transport initiative comprising a new heavy rail line and a high-frequency, rapid, 
high-capacity metro style service designed to link key centres and improve regional connectivity. The 
Wave is a significant investment in the Sunshine Coast which will support public transport for the 2032 
Olympic and Paralympic Games.  

Beyond the games, the Wave will leave a legacy, providing an efficient public transport system 
for Sunshine Coast residents and visitors for decades and beyond. The Wave stage 3 will improve 
travel across the Sunshine Coast by delivering a high-capacity, high-frequency service from Birtinya to 
the Sunshine Coast Airport. Additionally, the bill facilitates stage 3 of the Wave by reducing red tape in 
the service contract procurement requirements under the Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) 
Act 1994.  

These proposed amendments will improve competition in procuring the Wave stage 3, with 
integrated delivery of the depot, fleet and operations of the Wave stage 3 services. This will allow the 
best national and international operators to bid for the Wave stage 3 and allow us to deliver the best 
outcome for taxpayers. These proposed amendments allow for a streamlined, competitive contract 
process for stage 3.  

Further, the bill includes amendments that reduce red tape by streamlining the process for private 
car park operators to partner with local governments to enforce parking regulations. The proposed 
amendments will allow a private property parking area enforced by local government to be specified as 
such on the local government’s website, while retaining the existing option for the local government to 
specify the area in a local law.  
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The bill enhances privacy protections for Queenslanders by providing that the chief executive of 
the Department of Transport and Main Roads does not have to comply with a preliminary discovery 
order from a court where the purpose of the order is to obtain vehicle registration information for private 
car park enforcement. This will complement the consequential regulation amendment that removes all 
other access to vehicle registration personal information for the purposes of private car park 
enforcement.  

The bill also includes proposed amendments to put it beyond doubt that a local government can 
make a local law about the parking of detached trailers such as caravans, boats or heavy vehicle trailers 
on local roads. This ensures local governments can consider local needs to balance the increased 
competition for on-street parking spaces.  

The bill also contains amendments that enable a person who does not have a photo stored with 
TMR to ask the chief executive to take and keep a digital photo of them. This will enable a person who 
does not have a TMR identity product to have the benefit of a strong biometrically bound digital identity 
for use in the Queensland Digital Identity system. The bill includes amendments that will allow a photo 
identification card issued under the Photo Identification Card Act 2008 to be replaced for free if it has 
been stolen, lost or damaged as a result of an indictable offence committed by another person or if the 
holder believes there was unauthorised access to or disclosure of confidential information on the card.  

Lastly, another proposed amendment will also provide explicit power for the removal of watercraft 
that are grounded in contravention of a waterways management regulation so they are treated 
consistently with illegally anchored and moored watercraft. When this government was elected, we said 
that we would be on the side of victims, not perpetrators. The measures in this bill target those who are 
doing the wrong thing to make our roads safer and to reduce the number of innocent Queenslanders 
becoming road trauma victims. I commend the bill to the House.  

First Reading 
Hon. BA MICKELBERG (Buderim—LNP) (Minister for Transport and Main Roads) (11.04 am): I 

move— 

That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  

Motion agreed to. 

Bill read a first time. 

Referral to State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is now 

referred to the State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee.  

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL  

APPROPRIATION BILL  

REVENUE (COST OF LIVING RELIEF LOCKED-IN LAW) AND OTHER 
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

APPR OPR IATION  (PARL IAMENT) B ILL; APPR OPRIATION  BILL; R EVENU E (COST OF LIVIN G R ELIEF LOCKED-IN  LAW ) AND OTHER  LEGISLATION AMENDM ENT B ILL  

Second Reading (Cognate Debate) 
Resumed from 25 June (see p. 2201), on motion of Mr Janetzki— 

That the bills be now read a second time. 

Mr HUTTON (Keppel—LNP) (11.05 am): I am pleased to rise to speak today on a budget that 
delivers for Central Queenslanders. I would like to place on the record the names of our two newest 
Central Queenslanders—Aurelia and Evelyn—and send my best wishes to my sister and her husband, 
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who have two new baby girls. I cannot wait to go home and meet them. We are growing Central 
Queensland. Our dear friends also had twins this week—Ari and Otto. Two sets of twins have been 
born at the Rockhampton Hospital in two days. It is great to grow Central Queensland.  

This budget delivers for Central Queensland because we have listened to the wants, needs and 
issues of Central Queenslanders. As the local member, I am incredibly proud to work alongside Donna 
Kirkland, the member for Rockhampton, and Glen Kelly, the member for Mirani, to ensure the voices of 
our community are heard when it comes to issues, and this budget responds to those needs.  

I have been thinking about Jim, who is one of my constituents. While we are investing in health 
services closer to home, there are still some constituents who need to travel to Brisbane from our part 
of the world. As part of this budget, there is a 30 per cent increase in the Patient Travel Subsidy 
Scheme. For Jim, that means that he will be better looked after when he comes to Brisbane to access 
his much needed health service.  

I have also been thinking about another one of my constituents Mel. Last year, when we 
announced the $100 Back to School Boost that could be used for schoolbooks, excursions, camps and 
stationery, she literally cried in my office when she told me what it meant for her and her daughter. This 
year we have increased that by 50 per cent, thanks to the education minister. That $150 will make a 
difference in her life. A budget is never going to be able to provide everything to everyone, and some 
things in the budget always mean more to some than to others, but these are stories of Central 
Queenslanders who have seen things in this budget that will make a change for them.  

I have thought about Aaron and Stacey. Aaron is a tradie and his wife is a teacher aide. They 
are two hardworking Central Queenslanders who are trying to get in front, but they are paying $750 a 
week in rent. They are really struggling to get into the housing market. The $74 million that we are 
investing through the Residential Activation Fund in Central Queensland is to fund essential roads, 
active transport options as well as utility upgrades so as to unlock new land for more homes in Hidden 
Valley, Parkhurst and North Rockhampton. That means that long-term locals—the kids who grow up in 
our community—can see a future there and have the Australian dream of owning a home in our 
community. That means so much to me. Again, I commend the Crisafulli government for investing in 
the Residential Activation Fund in Central Queensland.  

Each and every day Tom is travelling from Yeppoon to Rockhampton for work. He is accessing 
the permanent 50-cent fares and saving over $2,000 a year, which is a huge saving. Kiara is a 
pocket-rocket netballer who wants to have the chance to be her best. Through no fault of her own, she 
is no longer living with her mum and dad but is living with her grandparents. They do not have the 
capacity to invest in all of her sporting interests to give her that chance to excel, but because of the 
$200 Play On! vouchers Kiara is able to be part of her local netball club. She is going to do great things 
in Central Queensland. I know that a few of the members here agree with me when I say maybe she 
will be a netballer at the Brisbane Olympics in 2032. It is a huge effort.  

Then I think about Brad and Tanya. Brad and Tanya are spending over $2,000 a month on 
electricity for their business. They need to keep the ovens running, the fridges on and the air 
conditioning on—all the things they need for their business. Because of the Queensland Energy 
Roadmap, they are going to see an eight per cent reduction in their electricity bill. That will make a huge 
difference for them. It is a small and family business that employs local kids and gives people their first 
shot, as well as giving to our sporting groups. Anytime you have a trivia night, they will be the people 
offering a voucher. To me, that is what makes the budget so important. It is how we are making a 
difference for those Central Queenslanders.  

I thank the Crisafulli government for the investment they are making on behalf of Queenslanders, 
and us in Central Queensland, and acknowledge the combined efforts of the Central Queensland 
members because, when the member for Rockhampton, the member for Mirani and I come together as 
‘Team CQ’ and raise our voices, we are getting results and we are delivering for Central Queenslanders 
for which I am incredibly proud. I commend the budget to the House.  

Hon. G GRACE (McConnel—ALP) (11.10 am): At the earliest opportunity, with reference to the 
Ethics Committee report No. 246, tabled today, I offer my unreserved apologies to the Speaker and to 
the House.  
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I rise to make a contribution to the bills before the House. I start by saying that this is a budget 
so bereft of any new ideas that the Treasurer could not even get a lead story on the front page of the 
Courier-Mail on budget day. I thought it most ironic that the story that stole the front page was about an 
artist who won the Doyles Art Award with artwork that was a direct copy of someone else’s work—just 
like the government’s major budget announcement of permanent 50-cent fares is a direct copy of the 
great Labor policy introduced in 2024. No matter how much blue advertising is done, the truth is that 
this is a Labor policy initiative and every Queenslander knows this. They cannot be fooled. The 
government just cannot handle the truth.  

The Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 
copies the opposition’s private member’s bill previously introduced into this House that aimed to lock 
into law permanent 50-cent fares. The Crisafulli government’s major cost-of-living relief—permanent 
50-cent fares—is the only good news in the budget and is all Labor’s work copied and desperately 
trying to be passed off as an LNP idea—and it is not working.  

The blame game, however, is thriving under the Crisafulli government, with ministers continually 
blaming everyone but themselves—the federal government, the former Labor government, the Public 
Service. It does nothing to demonstrate a government in control and taking responsibility for their 
decisions. They act as if they are still in opposition. Even when talking about their own budget they 
cannot stop talking about Labor. Every time ministers get up they spend 30 seconds on their policies, 
and the rest of the time it is all about Labor.  

Government members interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Members on my right!  
Ms GRACE: This is a budget of bad news and blowouts. Even this budget is almost a carbon 

copy of the last one. This budget delivers a higher than forecast deficit of nearly $9 billion, rising to a 
forecast total state debt of $216.5 billion in 2029-30. This is despite GST revenue growing nearly 16 per 
cent next financial year to nearly $20 billion—way above inflation. There is a wafer-thin surplus built on 
sneaky changes to the timelines for delivery of much needed infrastructure and dubious revenue-raising 
measures.  

The Premier promised an open and transparent government and respect for taxpayers’ money, 
but we have a budget built on broken promises. Before the election the Premier said that he would hold 
his ministers to account and deliver projects on time and on budget. Unfortunately, in government the 
exact opposite is occurring. No-one can get any straight answers from any minister about timelines and 
funding. It is very hard to hold ministers to account when they provide no information that can be publicly 
verified.  

Even yesterday, as reported, the Deputy Premier refused to reveal whether the government still 
owned the land of the Visy site bought by Labor for $165 million in 2022. ‘Does it matter?’ says the 
Deputy Premier—$165 million of government land at 2022 prices and it doesn’t matter! That is what 
was reported: ‘It doesn’t matter.’ We are giving away land but it doesn’t matter: ‘It doesn’t matter. It’s 
okay.’ This budget is costing Queenslanders more but delivering less.  

Mr Powell interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, your interjections are not being taken. 
Ms GRACE: The promise of no new taxes was shot down immediately as the LGAQ labelled ‘bin 

tax’ will be passed on directly to ratepayers. When the transport minister was questioned about how 
much the Wave will now cost, as revealed by 7News a massive blowout of $12 billion, he never 
answered one question—just a diatribe of blame and sidestepping in providing any concrete 
information.  

Major projects funding including stage 2 of the Coomera Connector has not been provided. No 
contracts have been awarded for stages 2 and 3 of the Wave and the Caloundra congestion-busting 
plans. This means less delivery for commuters stuck in traffic with no relief timelines in sight. There are 
no timelines for the Borumba pumped hydro, with spending delayed while a better plan to find a ‘more 
efficient use of capital’—whatever that means—is found. I will tell members what that means: the 
Gympie Road tunnel that ‘has got to happen’ will not be delivered until after 2032.  

It is estimated that around $5 billion worth of capital projects for roads, housing and hospitals 
have been delayed—like the hospital infrastructure for Townsville, Mackay, the Prince Charles and the 
much needed Queensland Cancer Centre. Queenslanders will be spending more time in traffic using 
expensive fuel, more time in overflowing hospitals and more time waiting to see specialists and 
obtaining housing.  
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Meanwhile, in a demonstration that the government does not respect taxpayers’ money, we can 
find heaps of money to spend on a blue advertising blitz which is out of control, with billboards 
advertising projects such as ‘Expanding Prince Charles Hospital’ which, I might add, has no start date, 
no timelines and no budget—but they have a billboard advertising that they are delivering. If you truly 
respect taxpayers’ money, who would advertise a $20,000 spend in a school on a $40,000 billboard ad 
during a by-election? The Crisafulli government: that is who.  

Let’s not forget the Premier’s hand-picked LNP mate as Special Commissioner for Regional and 
Rural Queensland, Andrew Cripps, at a cost of around $400,000 per annum, when he has two ministers 
and not one but six assistant ministers—the members for Toowoomba North, Mundingburra, Callide, 
Barron River, Rockhampton and Gregory—all tasked with the same job and whom he obviously cannot 
trust. They are all talk and no respect for taxpayers’ money. Actions speak louder than slogans and 
baseless words. Premier Crisafulli said that he would deliver cost-of-living relief as long as Queensland 
needed it.  

Government members interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, members! Pause the clock.  

Ms GRACE: Oh, it hurts, Mr Deputy Speaker. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members, it is a robust debate at times, but I could not hear the member 
for McConnel then.  

Ms GRACE: The truth hurts, doesn’t it? Look at them all yelling out over the other side. Premier 
Crisafulli said that he would deliver cost-of-living relief as long as Queenslanders needed it. Well, they 
need it. Already one of the budget initiatives on water savings has evaporated after only two days, with 
water retailers announcing increases that would drown any benefit to Queenslanders. How 
embarrassing! It did not even last two days.  

Remember the only cost-of-living relief worth anything is Labor’s 50-cent permanent fares. To 
save $500 million the government will freeze executive jobs. Public servants beware: the finance 
minister will be searching for savings in every stationery cupboard for highlighters, paperclips and 
consumables. In my view, that demonstrates a serious reality: when it comes to a plan to save 
$500 million, there is no plan—just more slogans and guesswork.  

Every family should be afraid, very afraid, that the government’s hand will be firmly in their 
pockets, with increases in fines from the unlawful use of e-mobility devices—and what a debacle that 
bill was—and extra cash from traffic fines for mobile phone use and speeding. This is a big call, as 
drivers stuck in traffic because of delayed infrastructure cannot speed.  

Debt collectors will be let off the leash and weaponised to pursue every avenue to collect their 
money. As stated by the Courier-Mail, this is seriously a tough budget to love, particularly when it comes 
to the $6.8 billion the government claimed it would save by the crackdown on consultants. This sneaky 
budget cynically hides this figure which has been pooled into a much broader ‘other operating expenses’ 
category, which can only mean it is not going very well. They cannot claim one saving in relation to their 
big, billions of dollars of savings.  

Having a safe place to live is an essential human right but the government has failed miserably, 
with social housing waitlists growing by 9,000 people since the election. You do not solve social and 
affordable housing supply by cancelling affordable housing projects. In an extraordinary misuse of 
power, the Deputy Premier even instructed developers to cancel hundreds of affordable houses from 
their plans in Lutwyche and the Gold Coast. It is unbelievable and such a misuse of power.  

To meet the growing demand for affordable housing and address housing affordability, Labor 
has released The housing affordability crisis in Queensland issues paper—to be developed by the 
people and stakeholders—to drive this issue forward. We support a seamless, portable bond scheme 
and the return of rental bond interest to Queensland renters. After all, it is their money.  

When it comes to copying Labor’s initiative, it was confirmed at estimates last year—they had 
only been in for a short time—that almost all of the nearly 6,000 homes the government tries to take 
credit for were pretty much homes under construction or under contract that were funded by Labor. You 
cannot contract and construct that many houses in the short time they were elected. It is impossible. 
They were Labor initiatives. Stop taking credit for them.  
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We believe in all Queenslanders being safe in their homes and in their communities, but we hear 
this is still far from the case, particularly in the regional communities of Cairns and Townsville. As expert 
criminologist Terry Goldsworthy said, the Queensland LNP government ‘risks becoming a victim of its 
own hubris’— 

Government members interjected.  
Ms GRACE:—you can hear it over there now—with the public losing faith in crime data provided 

by police. In order to restore truth, transparency and real accountability, Labor will establish the 
Queensland community safety statistics bureau. It will be free from political spin.  

We need an army of Queenslanders to build the homes and infrastructure of tomorrow and give 
young people more reasons to choose a trade. That is why a future Labor government will waive rego 
fees for priority trade apprentices and their workplace supervisors, saving apprentices up to $590 a 
year. We are backing Queensland tradies to build Queensland so we will not have to beg, borrow or 
steal from anywhere for the workforce we need in the future.  

I am the proud daughter of an Italian migrant family and I will never, ever in my life be ashamed 
of my family’s culture and traditions. I will always call out the disgraceful, race fuelled hatred that has 
invaded our political discourse, and I call on those opposite to join me. My parents migrated to this 
country and they contributed to it. They were not the cause of any of the problems in the fifties, sixties 
and seventies, and I call on those opposite to join us. By the way, what is a monoculture? I remind One 
Nation that we in Australia are proudly multicultural; we are not Japan. I fully support the opposition 
leader’s commitment to double the funding for multicultural community celebrations to $2 million. 
Multicultural projects— 

Government members interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Members to my right, your interjections are not being 

taken.  
Ms GRACE: Thank you, Deputy Speaker.  
Government members interjected.  
Ms GRACE: Oh, grow up! I support the opposition leader’s commitment to double the funding for 

multicultural celebrations to $2 million, multicultural projects to $4 million, and doubling the funding for 
NAIDOC and National Reconciliation Week community events for First Nation Queenslanders, 
reversing the government’s reduction in funding.  

This budget is costing Queenslanders more but giving them less. It does very little to assist real 
cost-of-living pressures, ease housing affordability, improve health care and improve Queenslanders’ 
way of life. This is a sneaky budget, sneakily delaying much needed infrastructure. You have kicked 
the can down the road, sneakily hiding cost blowouts by not giving any costings on anything no matter 
how many questions the opposition asks and sneakily making a mockery of the promise of an open 
and transparent government. When questions are asked of ministers we expect responses. They never 
answer or confirm one question. In my community we just want to know how much the infrastructure 
for the Olympics is going to cost. We cannot get an answer. Nothing! Queenslanders deserve so much 
more. You cannot just say this is an open and transparent government, not answer questions and then 
deliver absolutely nothing for the people of Queensland.  

Miss DOOLAN (Pumicestone—LNP) (11.25 am): A budget is more than numbers on a page; it 
is a statement of priorities and a reflection of what a government values. The 2026-27 budget 
demonstrates that the Crisafulli government is delivering on the commitments we made to 
Queenslanders. It is a budget focused on outcomes, restoring confidence and ensuring Queenslanders 
can see tangible results in their communities. This government was elected with a clear mandate to 
deliver safer communities, better health care, greater housing supply, responsible economic 
management and a government that works for Queenslanders.  

This budget continues that work. It invests in stronger laws and more frontline police to help make 
Queensland safer. It delivers record investment in health services, hospital capacity and reducing wait 
times so Queenslanders can access care when they need it. It supports the delivery of new housing 
through critical infrastructure investments, helping unlock tens of thousands of homes across our state. 
It provides cost-of-living relief while maintaining a disciplined approach to managing Queensland’s 
finances. It invests in the roads, schools, communities, facilities and essential services that growing 
communities in Queensland need. This is a budget built on action, not excuses.  
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No Queenslander deserves to live in fear in their own homes. That is exactly why the Crisafulli 
government’s investment in youth justice and police aims to deter crime, with a total of $7.2 billion 
invested in making Queensland safer and $32 million to recruit more frontline police officers. We are 
delivery new Crime Prevention Schools and $80 million for remote rehabilitation programs for youth 
offenders.  

Queenslanders expect accessible, reliable and affordable health services when they need them. 
I recently met with Stephanie from Ningi, a young woman who told me very clearly that Safe Space 
Caboolture saved her life. I am excited that in the 2026-27 budget we have continued our support for 
Safe Space Caboolture. Our Crisafulli government has stepped up because we believe our 
communities deserve seamless access to mental health care, and for me this is about service. It is 
about community and delivering real outcomes for the people we represent.  

Elective surgery waitlists are down to 59,393 from a peak of 66,632 just after the election and 
the latest quarterly ambulance ramping figure is now 38 per cent. This stands in stark contrast to Labor’s 
record. Under Labor, Queensland had: the highest ambulance ramping in the nation, reaching a high 
of 45 per cent; record-breaking elective surgery waiting lists; and failures in funding for critical hospital 
expansion projects. That is why the second Crisafulli government budget will continue our work to 
restore health services when Queenslanders need them. It builds on our first budget’s record 
$33.1 billion health budget, including: the $18.5 billion Hospital Rescue Plan; and funding to reduce 
ambulance ramping, stabilise elective surgery waiting lists, recruit more frontline health workers and 
more beds across the state. Queenslanders deserve a health system they can rely on, not excuses, 
delays or decline.  

Under Labor, Queenslanders were locked out of the housing market as vacancy rates plummeted 
to record lows. Housing lot approvals fell by 29 per cent and new home approvals dropped by 36 per 
cent. That is why the second Crisafulli government budget is focused on unlocking supply and delivering 
the infrastructure needed for new homes.  

The 2026-27 budget doubles round 2 of the Residential Activation Fund to $1 billion following an 
overwhelming response from councils and industry. This fund fast-tracks the critical infrastructure 
communities need first—roads, water, sewerage and essential services—so thousands more 
Queenslanders can have a place to call home. Through the Residential Activation Fund and Land 
Activation Program, we are unlocking more than 100,000 homes across Queensland. We have also 
secured a $2.4 billion deal with the federal government to fast-track 20,000 homes for first home buyers. 
This budget delivers a significant $12.3 billion investment to unlock more land for housing, increase 
social and affordable homes, support first home buyers and assist Queenslanders at risk of 
homelessness. 

One of the things I am most pleased about in this budget is what is not in it. Across Pumicestone, 
I speak with retirees, young families, small business owners and workers who are all feeling the impact 
of rising costs. Whether it is the weekly grocery shop, insurance premiums or simply keeping the lights 
on, every dollar matters. That is why it is so important that this budget delivers no new or increased 
taxes. Queenslanders work hard for their money and they deserve a government that respects that. By 
keeping taxes stable and managing the state’s finances responsibly, we are ensuring more money 
stays in the pockets of the people who earned it. 

One of the most popular initiatives I hear about in Pumicestone continues to be 50-cent fares. 
While many people think about commuters travelling into Brisbane, the reality is that affordable public 
transport also benefits local residents travelling for medical appointments, education, work and 
recreation. Through our on-demand transport service trial coming soon to Bribie Island, residents can 
connect with the wider transport system for just 50 cents. With the Bribie Island Road upgrade and 
Bribie Island bridge being delivered under this government, residents are expecting to get home sooner 
and safer. For seniors living on fixed incomes, young people getting to university or TAFE, and families 
trying to manage household budgets, these savings add up week after week. That is why I am proud 
that permanent 50-cent fares are now locked in for the future. 

When I stood before the people of Pumicestone in 2024, I made a commitment to be a strong 
local voice and to help deliver a fresh start for Queensland. This second budget demonstrates that we 
are continuing to honour that commitment. It builds on the foundations established during our first year 
in government, delivers meaningful cost-of-living relief, invests in the future and continues to support 
the priorities that matter most to the people of Queensland.  
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Mr Deputy Speaker has reviewed and approved the remainder of my speech on the budget for 
incorporation. As such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of 
Proceedings. 

The speech read as follows— 

Homeownership is a pressing issue for my generation that is why we are continuing to support pathways into home ownership 
through initiatives such as Boost to Buy, which has already helped thousands of Queenslanders take their first steps towards 
owning a home, while also supporting Indigenous home ownership through a rent-to-buy program on Palm Island. Importantly, 
this Budget includes a record $5.7 billion investment over four years as we work towards delivering 53,500 new social and 
affordable homes by 2044, ensuring more Queenslanders have access to a safe and secure place to call home.  

In Pumicestone domestic and family violence is a scourge on our community. That is why we are continuing to strengthen 
protections for victims of domestic and family violence through the ongoing electronic monitoring trial for high-risk offenders, 
helping keep victim-survivors safer and holding perpetrators to account. We are also investing $200 million in 2026-27 to 
implement the recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry, alongside establishing the new Queensland Protection 
Commission and providing more than $250 million over four years to deliver the Government’s In Plain Sight response. In 
addition, this Budget provides $37.1 million over four years to clear the DNA testing backlog and recommence forensic testing at 
Queensland’s forensic laboratory, ensuring our justice system has the resources it needs to support investigations, deliver timely 
outcomes, and restore confidence in frontline services.  

The cost of electricity is one of the biggest concerns raised with me by residents and businesses across Pumicestone. 

From cafes like Annie Lane, retailers like Pina Colada to families in Beachmere, Ningi, Sandstone Point and Bribie Island, 
everyone is looking for relief from rising energy costs. That’s why the Energy Roadmap Price Drop is so significant. 

Under this initiative, Ergon customers are expected to see power prices reduced by around 7 per cent for households and around 
8 per cent for businesses. At a time when Queenslanders are carefully managing every household expense, this is practical relief 
that will make a real difference. 

The Crisafulli Government is delivering a record $330.5 million investment to safeguard the Great Barrier Reef for future 
generations. 

This funding will boost water quality initiatives, sediment reduction programs, innovation and research to protect one of 
Queensland’s greatest natural assets. The Great Barrier Reef supports more than 77,000 jobs and contributes approximately 
$9 billion annually to Australia’s economy. After a decade of environmental decline under Labor, this Government is delivering 
practical environmental outcomes that protect both our natural environment and regional jobs. 

Mr Speaker, we are also delivering critical transport infrastructure across Queensland. 

Momentum is building on the Bruce Highway, with ten new projects underway, fifty-two new tenders opening for design and 
construction, and major safety improvements being rolled out across the State. Over the next twelve months, Queenslanders will 
see more wide centre-line treatments, pavement strengthening, upgraded intersections and bridge replacements. 

Importantly for our region, the detailed design contract has now been awarded, marking another significant milestone in delivering 
the long-awaited second Bribie Island bridge.  

And as Queensland prepares to host the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games, this Government is focused on delivering a 
lasting legacy through infrastructure that benefits communities right across the State, not just in Brisbane. 

Mr Speaker, we are also delivering practical cost-of-living relief. 

This includes measures to stabilise electricity supply and put downward pressure on prices, support for first home buyers, and a 
continued focus on eliminating wasteful spending to ensure taxpayers receive value for money. 

This is the difference between a Government focused on delivery and a Government focused on excuses. 

The people of Pumicestone voted for change in 2024, and our second Budget continues to demonstrate that change is being 
delivered. 

We are investing in safer communities, stronger infrastructure, better services, environmental protection and housing solutions 
that will benefit Queenslanders for generations to come. 

I congratulate the Premier and Treasurer on delivering a responsible Budget that invests in our local community while securing 
Queensland’s future, and I proudly commend it to the House. 

Hon. DE FARMER (Bulimba—ALP) (11.31 am): I do not think those opposite have had a very 
good week. First, the entire premise of their budget—their cost-of-living announcements—was 
swallowed up within 24 hours. We find that the Back to School Boost has only been taken up by about 
a third of families, and the education minister did not seem to realise. Just as the water minister 
announced a freeze on bulk water charges, she had to come out and defend water bill and sewerage 
price increases, and she did not seem to realise. They announced lower energy bills, but it turns out 
that they will not be lower by the time we receive them, and the energy minister did not seem to realise. 
They have funded 50-cent fares permanently, but try as he might the transport minister will never be 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_113112
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_113112


2230 
Appropriation (Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill; Revenue (Cost 
of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment 

Bill 
26 Jun 2026 

 

 

able to convince Queenslanders that it was his idea because it will be indelibly etched in people’s minds 
that it was the idea of the Leader of the Opposition and it was Labor who lobbied to make the LNP 
make it permanent.  

We have news that Queensland’s AA+ credit rating is at risk. Queenslanders are struggling with 
housing affordability. The government is going to save money by counting highlighter pens. The best 
they could do to try to combat what the opposition leader was putting forward to Queenslanders was to 
pop up and down with points of order yesterday and stand in front of the cameras—so strategic, so 
mature, so just the sort of thing ordinary people do not like seeing. It was like something out of a Monty 
Python sketch. No wonder they are all incorporating their speeches: they are so embarrassed to talk 
about their budget. It is either that or they have no stamina and they want to go home early—it is 
probably both—except this is serious because Queenslanders are suffering.  

Honourable members interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Order! Members on my left and members on my right, I 
want to hear the member for Bulimba so I can rule on any points of order.  

Ms FARMER: Queenslanders actually needed a budget that was serious—one that recognised 
that cost of living is an issue and that housing affordability is an issue and that there needs to be an 
investment in services if we are to guarantee them the quality of life they deserve—so shame on those 
opposite for squandering this important opportunity to make a difference.  

I was so proud of the opposition leader yesterday. Despite the fact that we are not the party of 
government, the opposition leader has recognised through the suite of announcements he made that 
there are key issues that need to be addressed for Queenslanders. He has done this by announcing 
the following: free rego for construction apprentices and their trade supervisors, because if we are going 
to build more homes we need more tradies; a seamless bond transfer scheme and interest paid on 
rental bonds; capping fuel price increases at five cents a litre; a plan to address the housing affordability 
crisis that we want all Queenslanders to have a say in; and a refusal to accept the marginalising of our 
multicultural and First Nations communities and a doubling of funding for their events and projects. 
They should be calling out what Pauline Hanson says. They should be standing up for multicultural and 
First Nations Queenslanders. I will talk in a minute about trusting crime data. What was announced 
yesterday is just the start as we head towards 2028 and ask Queenslanders to again give us their trust.  

I am the shadow minister for education and youth justice, and I want to reflect on what this budget 
means in those portfolios. In youth justice, we have come to know—and Queenslanders have come to 
know—that this government is very big on talk and very small on action. They are very big on the 
photo-op but not so much on the follow-up. We have seen it time and time again across every portfolio 
from the Premier down. They all do it. They all have a slick slogan or a big promise, but I doubt there 
would have been a bigger promise from the LNP than the one they made about fixing youth crime. It 
was their No. 1 slick promise to Queenslanders and it came with a catchy slogan: Adult Crime, Adult 
Time. It seemed to Queenslanders—because that is what the Premier and the Minister for Youth Justice 
told them—that, yes, the LNP were indeed going to fix youth crime, and Queenslanders voted for them 
in droves. When we debated the first ACAT laws in December 2024— 

Government members interjected.  

Ms FARMER: Mr Deputy Speaker, they realise I am not taking their interjections, don’t they? 
Some big promises were made. We had already heard from the Premier the year before that bill— 

Government members interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members on my right, that was too much. I lost the member for 
Bulimba again.  

Ms FARMER: We had already heard from the Premier the year before when he said, ‘Under my 
model, you’ll actually be able to turn things around immediately.’ The week after we passed the bill, the 
police minister said, ‘Relief from crime will begin within days.’ There were even claims that youth crime 
would go down to zero. 

Mrs FRECKLINGTON: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order on relevance to the bill 
before the House.  

Mr POWER: Mr Deputy Speaker— 
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Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Acting Manager of Opposition Business, do you have a point of order 
on that point of order? 

Mr POWER: This is clearly a frivolous interjection.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. I will rule on the first point of order first and then if you wish to rise 

again, please do. Attorney-General, it is an appropriation bill and it is a broad-ranging debate. I have 
been listening and the member is being relevant.  

Ms FARMER: Their claims were beyond ridiculous. They were so caught up in their own hubris 
that they started to believe their own lies.  

Mrs FRECKLINGTON: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Attorney-General, I think I know where you are going. Member for 

Bulimba, you cannot use that word in debate. I ask you to withdraw the unparliamentary language you 
used. 

Ms FARMER: I withdraw. So determined was the Premier to have Queenslanders believe it, he 
actually staked his leadership on victim numbers going down. That is why the stakes are so high. That 
is why when crime was not going down and it kept on not going down—despite one go after the other 
of ACAT legislation, with more and more bills to try to make something happen, except it did not—they 
started fudging figures. However, the figures started going through the roof in places like Cairns and 
Townsville, and figures started going through the roof on specific offences like robbery, which went up 
9.4 per cent, and unlawful use of a motor vehicle, which went up 4.77 per cent. Many of these offences 
were ACAT offences.  

Community forums and Facebook community groups started to say, ‘I thought ACAT was 
supposed to fix this.’ Instead of saying they were going to fix youth crime, they started talking about 
green shoots—no pot plants yet. When there were not any green shoots, they started talking about 
‘decade of decline’ and they kept on fudging the figures. They removed thousands of victims from data, 
there was nonrecording of child victims of domestic and family violence, they were not reporting on 
stats, they were not comparing like with like and then they kept on talking about decade of decline.  

They can keep on telling the community that crime is going well, but that is not what the 
community is feeling at all. We know from a leaked QPS community sentiment survey that 
Queenslanders are starting to think that the Premier is just a slick politician after all and that he used 
slogans to try to fool them into thinking he was going to do something—that what he says is not what 
he does. As we know from this survey, they definitely believe that this government is fudging the figures 
on crime. That is why Labor has said that, if in government, we will set up an independent crime stats 
authority because Queenslanders deserve truth and transparency. Having established that the Minister 
for Justice is dishonest about figures— 

Honourable members interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Bulimba, pause for a moment. There is too much noise 

from various parts of the chamber. There is only one person with the call. You can interject if they take 
them; otherwise, there is one person with the call.  

Ms FARMER: Having established that the Minister for Justice is dishonest about the figures, we 
turn to some of the other things she said she is doing and ask: are those things really happening? Some 
of the big promises included that they were going to fix youth crime, the ones that were going to take 
youth crime down to zero. That is why we have to go next to her promises about early intervention and 
prevention—rolled-gold early intervention. That is what they told everyone they were doing over and 
over. There was a list and they were going to fix things.  

At the time of last year’s budget things were already looking a bit dodgy in relation to those 
programs. The minister had promised $98 million would be spent by the end of the 2024-25 year. She 
published budget papers that said she was going to spend $98 million by the end of the financial year, 
which happened to be only four days later, but she had only spent $5 million. She was going to do a 
huge package on early intervention and prevention, but it was clear that she had nothing in the pipeline. 
Here we are 12 months later and she has not stopped talking about all those things. She talks a very 
big game. In fact, every single time she stands up she talks about what they are doing on early 
intervention and prevention. One would think that she was rolling them all out and they were all 
happening. The problem is that most of them have not even started or, if they have, they have barely 
started. 
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Do honourable members want to know what has been promised since the election and detailed 
in the 2025-26 budget papers that still has not happened? Let me read the list. There was Proven 
Initiatives, with $65 million allocated but no projects announced, and two youth justice schools—
$40 million. The Logan one is not yet up and running and the Cairns one has only just been announced 
and is not yet approved. There were four crime prevention schools, $50 million: Men of Business Gold 
Coast, which only opened this term; Ipswich, which is actually located in Toowoomba, or maybe not, 
has only just been announced; and Rockhampton and Townsville, which are still to be announced. Let’s 
not even go there about the botched procurement process for all of these schools, geared so the 
minister can hand-pick whom she wants. There was: Circuit Breaker Sentencing, $80 million, but the 
legislation was only introduced yesterday, so there are no providers yet; and Regional Reset, 
$50 million—six providers appointed, four operating, one defunded and another dysfunctional but with 
direct ministerial protection.  

For all their talk about victims—they are the people who care about victims, they tell us—the SDS 
last year had its own separate section on victims with all these line items, but there is one line item in 
this budget tucked in with everything else. That big ticket item is Victims Advocate Service, $50 million, 
and it has not even happened. Do honourable members think there is anywhere in these budget papers 
that talks now about early intervention and prevention? There is not, because that minister does not 
want us to know how she has mucked it up. In fact, I do not even know how this minister keeps her job. 
She yells and screams and she talks a big game. Meanwhile, there is literally nothing happening. Does 
the Premier know that and he is covering for her or has she fooled him as well? Do members want to 
know what the youth crime crisis should be called? It should be called the youth justice minister’s crime 
crisis.  

On education, I spoke this week about what a glaring hole there is in the education budget for 
the very people to whom we give our kids to look after, our teachers, as well as our teacher aides, 
administration staff and school cleaners—those amazing people. Those troopers love their job but 
those jobs are getting more challenging. That is all the more reason we should be looking after them 
and making them feel valued. It is so bad that is not important to this education minister. I want to say 
to him that if he is not going to give teachers even an interim pay rise, if he is not going to do anything 
about occupational violence, if he is not going to do anything about workforce shortages, including that 
really specific workforce issue in special schools that principals are so stressed about, how about just 
being nice?  

How about just telling school staff every now and then how important they are, how valued they 
are, how much he appreciates them and what a great job they are doing? How about not saying to them 
that he is sick of hearing about occupational violence or telling them it is going down when that is not 
their experience at all or that he wishes they would stop whingeing? How about not saying they 
deserved what was coming to them about not getting a pay rise? How about not telling them there are 
all these new teachers in the system when they are drowning under the strain of workforce shortages? 
How about listening when he goes out to schools so he really knows what life is like for them? He would 
be so delighted to hear how proud they are of their kids, what a vocation teaching is to them and what 
pleasure it gives them when they see kids thriving. Importantly, he would understand their challenges 
better and maybe even hear some things he could do to help.  

That is all about what is not in this budget. I will spend some time now talking about what is in 
the budget and that is the Back to School Boost, and what an embarrassment that was for him. That 
was one of their big announcements in the group of announcements that was the train wreck of their 
so-called cost-of-living package. Yesterday in question time when we asked the minister about it—my 
goodness, if there were ever an example playing out in front of us of a minister who is literally not across 
the detail, who does not actually talk to the people who do the work on the ground, it was this minister. 
It was almost too embarrassing to watch. Firstly, he did not even know about the question on notice 
response. It was only one of their central announcements this week and he had not gone to any trouble 
at all to ensure it was all working before they made their big announcements—so lazy. His successive 
responses basically showed that he just does not know how schools, parents and household expenses 
work and he has not bothered to find out.  

If he had talked to any families, he would have known that most school costs are incurred before 
the kids start the school year. They need to start school with uniforms, stationery items and all of those 
other important things. It is excruciating for parents if they cannot afford to do that for their kids. If he 
had bothered to talk to school staff to understand how these things could best work, he would have 
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realised that there are a lot of essential items that can be ineligible for the boost like the uniform shop 
if it is not run by the school. He was so flippant about this today, which is all very well for someone in 
his privileged position. He should have set it up differently so all essential items could be covered. If he 
bothered to investigate he would have realised that one of the other reasons the program is not being 
taken up is that many parents just do not know about it. I have heard of a number of schools where 
teachers are trying to get around to all the families to remind them of it so they can claim things for their 
kids. 

Another education budget measure was NAPLAN, and NAPLAN measures are down on every 
measure—every single one and across every year level. It does not help that this minister made it clear 
early on that he does not think it is his job to worry about NAPLAN. He says he is improving education 
outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students by delivering targeted attendance and 
engagement programs, and that was in his SDS last year. How does he explain, and what is he doing 
about, the decline since last year in attendance at 19 of the 30 primary and secondary schools in 
discrete communities, and there are some shocking declines? Aurukun primary school went from 46 per 
cent to 38.2 per cent and Aurukun secondary school went from 27.2 to 14.6 per cent. Reducing red 
tape by 20 per cent—that is such a joke when this minister deliberately is not showing us how that is 
tracking. Then there is $33 million for bullying in schools. Great, it is one of the big issues. If you 
average— 

Ms Pease interjected.  

Mrs Frecklington interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Member for Lytton and member for Nanango, cease your 
quarrelling.  

Ms FARMER: If you average $33 million across the 1,266 schools in Queensland, that equates 
to less than two cents per student per year, not even enough to provide a 50-cent fare. There is 
$5 million for security fences. Great! That will get you three or maybe four fences. Which are the lucky 
schools?  

Before I finish I want to talk about my beloved electorate of Bulimba. The minister actually met 
my school leaders from Balmoral State High School. We talked at that time about the big classroom 
block and how much that school is going to lose if they are not funded. That big classroom block was 
actually signed off in a master plan last year. I am asking him to look at that letter please and what 
those students need. Also there is the lower oval toilet block and the request is in for Bulimba State 
School—both fantastic schools. I am so blessed and my community is so blessed. It is impossible to 
have a bad teacher, a bad school, a bad principal or a bad anything about education in my electorate. 
I am so proud of all of them and their students.  

Mr VORSTER (Burleigh—LNP) (11.47 am): Mr Speaker— 

Mr POWER: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): I am giving the call to the member for Burleigh, but you 
can rise on a point of order as well. Pause for a moment, member for Burleigh. 

Mr POWER: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order on the point of order raised by the 
Attorney-General. The speech continued, so I did not get to do it then. I am wanting to do it now.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have ruled on that point of order.  

Mr POWER: I understand. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do you have a new point of order? The point of order was in relation to 
relevance.  

Mr POWER: I understand it was to relevance— 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have made a ruling on that.  

Mr POWER: I wish to raise a separate point of order. I refer to the point of order this morning, 
after the behaviour yesterday with so many frivolous and disruptive points of order. Mr Speaker, in his 
statement of 28 November 2024, made it clear that— 
Persistent, deliberately disruptive or frivolous points of order, being disorderly, may result— 
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Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Could you pause for a moment, please? I will seek some advice.  

Mrs Frecklington interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will do that in silence, please. 

Dr ROWAN: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. 

Mr POWER: If I could, I would like to finish my point of order too. 

Dr ROWAN: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Just a second, Leader of the House, please. Member for Logan, I 
understand you may be raising a point of order in relation to the making of a frivolous point of order. Is 
that correct? 

Mr POWER: I have one more clause to it that I wanted to raise. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: If I could— 

Dr ROWAN: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: If I could give you some guidance, please, member for Logan. I have 
sought advice from the clerks at the table in relation to the issues that I believe you are raising around 
frivolous points of order. 

Mr POWER: I have one more section, if I may. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Well— 

Dr ROWAN: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leader of the House, I was in the middle of giving some guidance to 
the member for Logan. I will hear you when I am finished doing that.  

Member for Logan, I have sought advice from the Clerk in relation to how the chair would deal 
with frivolous points of order, but I heard the member for Nanango’s point of order earlier. It was not a 
frivolous point of order. I ruled on it and determined that there was no point of order—that was my 
ruling—but that does not mean that the making of that point of order was in itself frivolous.  

I am not sure what point of order you are making because the time for you to make this point of 
order would have been at the time I ruled on it, and I think that time has actually passed, and in your 
address to the House right now I think you are going further into a statement rather than raising a point 
of order when you could have done it at the point in time when the member for Nanango made her point 
of order. So if the further point you have to make is connected to the one you have just made, I am 
going to ask you to resume your seat. 

Mr POWER: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I do think it would be helpful, but I will resume my 
seat. 

Mr Lister interjected. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Southern Downs, you are warned under the standing 
orders. 

Mr VORSTER: Before I begin my contribution to the debate on the budget, I want to congratulate 
the member for Bulimba on her appointment to the shadow ministry. I hope that she has a very long 
career in the shadow ministry, for many terms to come. It is important that when you profess to carry 
yourself as a shadow minister you should be accountable for the work of your former government and 
your track record. I found it quite intriguing that she would come in here and talk about our government’s 
track record with regard to teaching and teacher numbers when in fact in the last four years of the 
former Palaszczuk-Miles Labor government 12,000 teachers left the profession—12,000. Within the 
first 18 or 19 months of the LNP Crisafulli government we have added 1,000 teachers to our ranks, 
many hundreds of whom are working in classrooms alongside those children managing complex needs 
and disabilities. 

I also found it fascinating that the member would attempt to prosecute a case against a 
cost-of-living measure, the Back to School Boost, which we are increasing by 50 per cent in this budget, 
and arguing that somehow P&Cs are not able to access funding for school uniforms. I know for a fact 
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that in my own community—in my own school—that is simply not the case. The minister has already 
said that he and his department will work with those schools to ensure every cent of that cost-of-living 
relief is made available. I just think the shadow minister should reflect on that history—reflect on that 
reality—as she continues in the role as a shadow minister for many terms to come. 

I do, of course, rise to speak for the people of Burleigh and for the lifestyle they sent me here to 
protect. The Burleigh electorate is a jewel. It is a cultural asset of the state and it drives an economy 
that matters enormously to the Gold Coast and to Queensland. Across Palm Beach, Burleigh Heads, 
West Burleigh and Varsity, hundreds of businesses innovate, export and carry our brand to the world—
and they pay their taxes. My job is to make sure they get that investment back. This budget delivers it, 
and protecting our lifestyle is the thread that runs through every part of our budget. 

Let’s start with the greatest pressure on that lifestyle, and that is managing growth. Labor’s 
answer was a light rail stage 4 from Burleigh to the airport—a brochure with no plan, no genuine 
consultation and no honest costing. When we came to government and we looked under the bonnet, 
we found a project that could have cost upwards of $10 billion—that is around $3 billion more than 
hosting the entire 2032 Olympic Games—and, after all of that, we found that it was undeliverable before 
the opening ceremony. Its route would have cut through a national park, been built over a beach at 
Tallebudgera Creek within metres of First Nations fish traps, affected 135 properties with resumptions 
and stripped 1,100 beach-side car parks and brought chaos to Palm Beach. 

We chose a better way. In this budget, as the first part of our Gold Coast transport plan, we 
deliver the GC Surfer—a metro style service from Coolangatta to Robina every 10 minutes, with more 
still to come. It runs east-west as well as north-south through Palm Beach in the Burleigh electorate, 
through Burleigh Heads in the Burleigh electorate, along Burleigh Waters in the Burleigh electorate, 
through Varsity Lakes in the Burleigh electorate and on to Robina. It connects the suburbs I represent 
to both light rail at Burleigh and heavy rail at Varsity Lakes, so taxpayers sandwiched in-between—too 
far to walk to either—finally get a return on the investment they have already made, and it costs just 50 
cents—fares that this government has made permanent in law this very day so no future Labor 
government can unwind them. Indeed, only this week Labor was caught quietly trying to strip 50-cent 
fares from heavy rail and light rail—the very services my community depend on. 

Protecting our lifestyle also means safety. When I sought election, hundreds of families came to 
me demanding action. We have delivered it. This budget continues our $4.1 million safety package in 
Burleigh. We have fully reversed Labor’s cuts to local police numbers. The Burleigh Heads police beat—
an election commitment—opened within 12 months and this month marks its six-month anniversary. 
We have established a late-night support service staffed by volunteers, security, social workers and the 
wonderful Gold Coast Youth Service that directs young, vulnerable people to safety and helps them get 
home. That has driven a remarkable reduction in liquor related incidents in the precinct. We also funded 
half a million dollars for more CCTV. That is what delivery looks like. 

Protecting our lifestyle also means caring for the natural assets that define us. This budget 
delivers $630,000 to supercharge volunteer environmental workers through Friends of Parks 
Queensland, with groups now established at Burleigh Head National Park, which welcomes over 
one million visitors a year, and at Tallebudgera Creek, Burleigh Knoll and David Fleay conservation 
parks. These are the gems of our community and at very last we have the resources to match their 
goodwill and gumption. Better transport, safer streets, protected parks—that is what it means to protect 
the Burleigh lifestyle. This is why I am proud to support this budget.  

The Speaker has reviewed and approved the remainder of my speech on the budget for 
incorporation. As such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of 
Proceedings. 

The speech read as follows— 

Mr Speaker, let me place this local delivery in its proper context. 

This is the second budget of the Crisafulli LNP Government, and it does exactly what it sets out to do. It builds on the foundations 
of our first budget, and it continues to deliver the fresh start Queenslanders voted for. It is a budget of substance over show—
workmanlike, and proudly so. Because it is precisely what this moment demands, when our democracy, here and around the 
world, is being frayed by politicians who say one thing before an election and do the opposite after it. 

We are seeing it right now, close to home. In Canberra, a Labor budget stacked with new and higher taxes—taxes expressly 
ruled out before the last election. The Prime Minister gave his word, on no fewer than fifty occasions, that capital gains tax 
arrangements would not change. Not a year into office, he has done the opposite—and there is palpable anger at a political class 
that breaks its word so casually. 
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We are critical of that government—not only because they sit opposite us, but because, handed the chance to set Queensland 
up, they chose to set Queensland back, to prop up failing states like Victoria ahead of their election. They have walked away 
from long-standing disaster relief arrangements in favour of a fifty-fifty model that pushes hundreds of millions of dollars onto 
local councils—and that means infrastructure cannot be rebuilt to more resilient standards, embedding structural costs into those 
councils for good. They have cut TAFE funding, putting at risk the very pipeline of skilled workers our state needs. Every one of 
these decisions lands on Queenslanders, and every one of them was made to serve a political interest other than ours. 

When governments break their word like this, people lose faith. So the work of this budget is as much about delivering the 
services Queenslanders deserve as it is about restoring something harder won—the belief that a government can listen, commit, 
and deliver. 

Our proof point is delivery. Theirs is ten years of decline—uncosted announcements, glossy brochures, never backed by a plan 
to build them. And the cost of that incompetence was never theirs to bear. It was embedded in the budgets of ordinary 
Queenslanders. 

We saw it when a power generator blew up on their watch, because they could not manage a budget that maintained the very 
assets we all depend on—and prices rose. We saw it when their Olympic costings turned out to be invented for a media release, 
driving up borrowing costs for everyone. 

Energy, infrastructure, the CFMEU tax—Labor made everything more expensive, and made life more expensive for 
Queenslanders. The difference is simple: where Labor announced, we deliver; where Labor costed on a napkin, we cost honestly; 
where Labor left the bill, we pay it down. 

Our government takes a different path. Where Labor papered over their failures with short-term sugar hits—rebates they would 
threaten to snatch back if they were not re-elected—we have set about securing the foundations of the state’s finances, so the 
structural problems can finally be fixed. By abolishing the CFMEU tax, we lower the cost of building every road, school and 
hospital in this state. Through our Energy Roadmap, we embed lasting savings rather than chasing a headline. And that signal 
is already bearing fruit. After years of rising prices under Labor, the default market offer is now falling here in South East 
Queensland. I credit the Treasurer for the campaign he has led, pressuring the retailers who would otherwise pocket the hard 
work of this government as profit. We have done our bit. Now the retailers must do theirs. 

Mr Speaker, let me return to the GC Surfer and complete the picture for my community. To anyone who would have preferred 
the light rail: the choice was never light rail or this. Labor gave false hope. Had they believed the line could be built, they would 
have promised it at the election and funded it in the forwards. They did not. The real choice was the GC Surfer—or nothing. And 
I was never prepared to do nothing. 

This is not only the best outcome for the southern Gold Coast—it is the only one. And my commitment is to every corner of it. 
Varsity Lakes and Burleigh Waters, once excluded from these plans, are now included. The benefits flow to our neighbours too—
to Robina, and to the communities south of Palm Beach in the Currumbin electorate, all now on the doorstep of the attractions 
and small businesses that make this place what it is. 

I am proud of the infrastructure. But I am just as proud that this government has tackled the structural cost-of-living issue at the 
heart of public transport—by enshrining fifty-cent fares, permanently, in law. 

Now, the Leader of the Opposition likes to call himself the architect of fifty-cent fares. He had ten years to legislate them, and did 
not—and I am sure the idea was not his to begin with. For my entire political career—long before this place, and before I served 
on the Gold Coast City Council—I blew the whistle on a fare-zone regime that punished Gold Coast commuters: concentric circles 
radiating from the Brisbane CBD, compacting at the edges, so that our commuters passed through more zones, paid more, and 
in effect subsidised the public transport enjoyed in Brisbane. 

I secured a meeting with the former Member for Sandgate at a community cabinet and pressed the case for change. Labor 
tinkered at the edges—and I was glad for that much, but disappointed, because they held every lever and did nothing meaningful. 
Even after the revised zones I pushed them toward, it remained twenty-four per cent dearer to use the heavy rail station at Varsity 
Lakes than stations elsewhere—because Labor placed it in a fare zone of its own, the only station on the network standing alone, 
making every journey a two-zone trip. Twenty-four per cent more than the train from Robina, a few kilometres up the line. That 
was a tax on southern commuters. 

The same absurdity struck the Burleigh Heads light rail station, where it cost more to travel from Burleigh to North Burleigh than 
from North Burleigh all the way to Helensvale. Labor was content to treat the southern Gold Coast as an ATM—a way to subsidise 
transport everywhere else. It was punitive. It was unfair. I called it out. And they did nothing. 

In the dying days of the former government, we finally heard the words “fifty-cent fares”—nothing more than the flat fare I had 
long called for. But in typical Labor fashion, they played games with people’s lives. They announced it as a trial, a temporary 
sugar hit, and squandered the real prize. Because nobody gives up a second or third car for something they fear could be 
snatched away. That is what Labor does—give with one hand, and threaten you with the other at the ballot box. 

We took a different approach. We made fifty-cent fares permanent, and this very day we have introduced legislation to enshrine 
them in law—so that no future Labor government can ever unwind them. And that protection is needed, because the mask has 
just slipped. Only today, the Department of Transport and Main Roads discovered that Labor’s own private member’s bill was 
quietly attempting to strip the permanent fifty-cent fare from train, light rail, CityCat and ferry services—from everything except 
buses. Reflect on what that means for my community: it is the train at Varsity Lakes and the light rail at Burleigh Heads that 
southern Gold Coast commuters rely on. So while Labor claims to be the architect of fifty-cent fares, today they are caught trying 
to take them away. The Leader of the Opposition must explain himself: is it incompetence, or a sneaky way to pay for the 
announcements he will make in his own budget reply? Either way, it is the clearest proof yet of the difference between us. We 
legislate to protect; they manoeuvre to unwind. That is the legacy: not games, but a foundation people can build their lives around. 
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Mr Speaker, on safety, I want the full record to show the legislative backbone behind our local delivery. This government 
introduced Adult Crime Adult Time, and strengthened it a second time, and a third. We introduced Daniel’s Law—a child sex 
offender register—and we made Jack’s Law permanent and expanded it. But legislation alone does not protect a community. 
Local delivery does—and under Labor, we had seen a weakening of the laws that protect us, cuts to police numbers as our 
population grew, and an emerging night-time economy in Burleigh Heads that was not being carefully managed. The contrast 
could not be sharper. Labor weakened the laws; we strengthened them. Labor cut the police; we put them back. Labor left the 
precinct to itself; we resourced it, staffed it, and watched incidents fall. Nobody wants to arrive at a destination where they feel 
unsafe—that was Labor’s legacy on the southern Gold Coast, and it is one I came here determined to turn around. 

And on the environment: under Labor, the volunteer groups that organise to protect and restore our natural spaces were 
neglected; the funding was simply not secured. But they persisted—spontaneously rising up, group by group, to do the work that 
needed doing, because the people of Burleigh have a deep and abiding connection to our national parks, our waterways and our 
conservation areas. Our $630,000 program finally resources them properly: a volunteer coordinator through Friends of Parks 
Queensland, organising, motivating and structuring the goodwill that was always there but never supported. Where Labor took 
that goodwill for granted, we have invested in it. That is the difference between a government that issues a press release about 
the environment and a government that puts a coordinator on the ground beside the volunteers doing the work. That is what it 
means to respect a community’s priorities. 

Mr Speaker, a government that manages its finances soundly is a government that can deliver. As a result, we are backing the 
frontline. Of the thousands of new public sector roles created this past year, only a handful are corporate—the overwhelming 
majority are frontline: more police, more teachers, more nurses, more doctors. Compare that with a decade in which Labor grew 
the bureaucracy while frontline services went backwards. We have inverted their priorities, because we understand whose side 
a budget is meant to be on. 

A good budget is hard work—and here in Queensland, this team has done it. The Premier, the Deputy Premier, the Treasurer 
and the Finance Minister found a way forward, buffeted by international pressures they refused to use as an excuse—staying 
focused on the priorities of Queensland, and on doing what we said we would do before the last election. Where Labor would 
have reached for higher taxes, or quietly ended the services Queenslanders rely on, this government chose the harder, more 
honest path of delivery without deception. 

That is why I am proud to support this budget. It backs the services a growing city and a growing state depend on—child safety, 
youth justice, our hospitals, our schools—and it does so in genuinely difficult times. Unlike a Labor budget that was never worth 
the paper it was printed on, this is a budget Queenslanders can take to the bank—and reward at the ballot box—because it 
proves that an LNP government keeps its word. 

I commend the budget to the House. 

Ms PEASE (Lytton—ALP) (11.58 am): What an audition that was! Sadly, the member for Burleigh 
did not get the memo that the best way to get a ministerial job is to follow orders and directions, so 
thank you, Attorney-General, for reminding him of that. This budget was a missed opportunity—a 
missed opportunity to restore confidence, a missed opportunity to back the engine room of the 
Queensland economy and a missed opportunity to support Queensland’s 508,000 small and family 
businesses that employ over a million Queenslanders. As Labor’s shadow minister for customer 
service, open data and small and family business, I have spent much time travelling and listening to 
real Queenslanders from right across this great state—small business owners, regional chambers of 
commerce, industry leaders, you name it. When you take the time to listen, you understand what is 
happening on the ground. You are not relying on briefings behind closed doors and in closed circles; 
you are being directed from those with real skin in the game whose livelihoods are at stake. Our 
Queensland economy relies heavily on the very livelihoods of these 508,000 small business owners 
and, sadly, their current outlook is at a 20-year low. That could spell serious trouble on our economic 
horizon.  

Our 508,000 small businesses were looking at this budget for leadership from this government. 
Instead, this forgettable budget from a forgettable government failed the test. Do not take my word for 
it. Take the word of the peak business organisation in Queensland. Business Chamber Queensland 
CEO Heidi Cooper described this budget as a ‘missed opportunity’ and one that was ‘lacking in vision 
for sustainable growth’. These are not the words of the opposition; those are the words of the 
organisation that represents Queensland businesses each and every day. When your own supporters 
and political power base describes your budget as a missed opportunity, perhaps it is time to stop 
issuing media releases and start listening. 

Mr Butcher: And actually do something. 

Ms PEASE: Actually listening and actually doing something; I take that interjection from the 
member for Gladstone. Before this budget, Business Chamber Queensland undertook one of the 
largest consultations of Queensland businesses in recent years. More than 600 businesses employing 
over 35,000 Queenslanders contributed to more than 70 recommendations to the government. They 
were not asking for the impossible. They were asking about issues that the Queensland government 
could make a difference on. They asked about payroll tax; they asked for productivity reform; they asked 
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for infrastructure investment; and they asked for certainty. Instead, they got another budget that was 
heavy on announcements and extremely light on delivery. Just before this budget was delivered, the 
Business Chamber released its latest Pulse survey. The findings should have rung alarm bells 
throughout George Street. Business confidence has suffered its steepest collapse in 20 years. Think 
about that.  

A government member: Thanks, Albo! 

Ms PEASE: These are Queensland issues that are causing this. Queensland businesses are now 
less confident than they were through the many economic shocks of recent decades. Heidi Cooper 
said— 
Queensland businesses can’t keep taking hits and this perfect storm of conditions is putting more and more pressure on an 
already stretched and stressed business community.  

She warned— 
This uncertainty and compounding pressures is making it extremely difficult to invest higher and grow.  

These words should have framed this entire budget. Instead, the government seems to have 
ignored the business sector completely. Businesses are crying out for relief from—listen to it—soaring 
insurance premiums, relief from energy costs, relief from fuel prices and relief from payroll tax. Instead, 
what did Queenslanders get? They got a collection of programs, pilots and glossy announcements.  

The department’s Service Delivery Statements tells another real story. Strip away the media 
releases and the slogans and what do we actually find? Small business expenditure falls. There is no 
major payroll tax reduction, no significant cost-of-doing-business packages and no serious productivity 
agenda. Queensland businesses need customers and they need confidence. They need a government 
that is prepared to tackle the real cost of doing business.  

Perhaps a good example of this government’s approach is the Queensland government’s Digital 
Fund. Last year the Queensland government proudly announced, all singing and dancing, the billion-
dollar Digital Fund. This year the Service Delivery Statements barely mention it. Where has the money 
gone? How much has been allocated? How much has actually been spent? Which projects have been 
completed? Queenslanders simply are not told. Then the minister in his ministerial statement today 
used a whole bunch of words that were all joined together but actually said nothing. Clearly, 
transparency is not in this government’s vocabulary.  

Transparency matters in government. It is why Queensland Labor will establish an independent 
Queensland community safety statistics bureau. Queenslanders do not feel any safer. They do not 
believe the statistics pushed by those opposite and, rightly so, when the LNP has been caught fudging 
the crime figures on not one and not two but three occasions. The first step in improving community 
safety is for Queenslanders to have confidence in this minister, this government and the data, and the 
government has failed miserably.  

More broadly, there is a growing pattern emerging with this government. Minister after minister 
sits comfortably in their ivory tower counting staples, getting rid of highlighters surrounded by advisers 
telling them everything is wonderful. They are surrounded by backslappers who confuse media releases 
with outcomes. Not enough time is spent listening to the stakeholders they are supposed to represent. 
We have seen it with planning. We have seen it with transport. We have seen it with the e-bike 
legislation. Now we have seen it with small business. Queensland businesses have spoken. The 
Business Chamber Queensland has spoken. Heidi Cooper has spoken. The message could not be 
clearer.  

Queensland’s small businesses have delivered their verdict: confidence is at its lowest point in 
two decades. The question is no longer whether Queensland businesses are listening; the question is 
whether this government is. They are simply claiming programs that were introduced by the former 
Labor government. Thankfully, Labor is listening. The Leader of the Opposition announced yesterday 
a raft of policies a future Queensland Labor government would introduce. These include practical 
policies that will help small businesses, like waiving rego fees for priority trade apprentices and their 
supervisors for the length of their training. It will also encourage small and family businesses to take on 
apprentices and more young people to take up a trade. Queensland faces a projected shortfall of nearly 
35,000 construction workers by 2027-28, at a time when we need homes, hospitals, schools, roads and 
rail more than ever. The number of small business directly and indirectly impacted by this policy is huge. 
Our cheaper fuel plan is another practical measure.  
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I and Labor reaffirm our commitment to multicultural and First Nations communities in recognising 
that Queensland is a state of many cultures, many languages and its First Peoples. A future Labor 
government will double the funding for multicultural events and increase First Nations community 
celebrations and festivals. Every Queenslander should feel recognised and celebrated by their 
government, and governments of all colour must reject racism. They must reject bigotry and hate and 
stand up against the toxic forces seeping into our political debate. We must embrace our shared history 
with First Nations people and celebrate what their unique culture has to offer, while fully embracing the 
richness and diversity that defines our modern Queensland.  

This government certainly has form when it comes to being tone deaf. While this budget fails 
Queensland small businesses, it also fails growing communities, like my electorate of Lytton. Baysiders 
like Sandy have not forgotten—nor forgiven—what the LNP did during their short time in government 
from 2012. Let us not forget the list of agencies and services that were stripped out of my community: 
the Moreton Bay Nursing Care Unit—85 people lost their home that day; Child Safety; the department 
of housing; and TASQ, just to name a few. The impact on small businesses and our community will 
never be forgotten or forgiven.  

The bayside is one of the fastest growing parts of Brisbane. The Brisbane City Council wants to 
significantly increase the population through high-density developments. Thousands of new residents 
will call our community home over the coming years, yet where is the matching investment from the 
Crisafulli government? Where is the planning to ensure our infrastructure and services will keep pace? 
This government has actually removed the requirement for affordable housing and developments.  

What does this look like for our key workers, nurses, police officers, retail workers, public servants 
and teachers? It means that those people will be priced out of the Wynnum Manly market. It will mean 
a bunch of high-rises will be built on the bayside and only the very rich will be able to afford to live there. 
Labor understands that growing communities require growing investment. I will never let people forget 
that it was Labor that delivered the accessibility upgrade at Lindum station; it was Labor that invested 
tens of millions of dollars into the new Darling Point Special School campus; it was Labor that funded 
the Gundu Pa community health centre; and it was Labor that delivered the Big Build investment at 
Manly State School, ensuring local students have the facilities they need to succeed.  

Today the bayside continues to grow, but the investment has stalled. Our roads are congested. 
Public transport demands continue to increase. Baysiders are of course enjoying Labor’s 50-cent fares 
and have seen through the ridiculousness of the LNP claims. Community expectations for health 
services are growing. More families mean greater pressure on schools, sporting facilities and 
community infrastructure, yet this budget offers little to reassure the people of Lytton that the 
government has any long-term plans for our community.  

Queenslanders deserve governments that plan ahead, not governments that simply react once 
the pressure becomes too great. This budget was a real opportunity to invest in not only Queensland 
but also our beautiful bayside. Instead, it kicks the can further down the road. Once again, the people 
of Lytton have been overlooked and left wondering when our growing community will receive its fair 
share of infrastructure and services. It is now a clear pattern: those opposite are not listening to 
Queenslanders. They are haunted by the ghost of Campbell Newman.  

Government members interjected. 

Ms PEASE: I will reiterate that; I have touched a nerve. Those opposite are not listening to 
Queenslanders. They are haunted by the ghost of Campbell Newman. The strategy that they operate 
under each and every day is to keep Labor’s good policies, claim them as their own— 

Mr Boothman interjected.  

Ms PEASE: I take that interjection. Neil Symes is now a One Nation member. That reinforces 
that the LNP are supporters of One Nation. I would like to point out that the second preference on the 
LNP how-to-vote card in my electorate was to One Nation. It reinforces that the LNP in this state are 
supporters of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation party. Thank you for reminding me of that; I forgot to 
mention that. Thank you, member for Theodore; I really appreciate that. Once again, those opposite 
are haunted by the ghost of Campbell Newman. All they are doing is keeping Labor’s wonderful policies. 
What they are also doing—and everyone in this state knows it—is cutting projects by stealth. They are 
kicking infrastructure down the road.  
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This government will go down in history as one in which its own members are so embarrassed 
they do not even want to talk about the budget—unless you are the member for Burleigh, who wants to 
talk about himself and how clever he is. What an absolute debacle. This budget is more evidence of 
the fact that this government is all talk and slogans and no action.  

I would like to thank all of our frontline workers, including our teachers. It is about time the Minister 
for Education stood up and supported our hardworking teachers and gave them the pay rise that they 
deserve. To the nurses and to all of the frontline workers who go out there each and every day to protect 
our vulnerable, thank you. Keep up the good work.  

Mrs POOLE (Mundingburra—LNP) (12.13 pm): I rise to speak in favour of the Appropriation Bill. 
I thank the Treasurer, the Premier, the Deputy Premier and the ministers for their hard work in preparing 
this budget. I thank the member for Lytton for her passionate, if inaccurate, speech. Let me set the 
record straight: at a time when the federal government is increasing taxes and cutting funding to 
Queensland and local councils are raising rates, we are delivering no new taxes, no increase in taxes 
and real cost-of-living relief. That is what the people of Mundingburra voted for when they voted for a 
fresh start.  

The community where I was born, raised, did my schooling, served in my policing career and 
raised my own children voted for safer communities, a stronger healthcare system, more housing and 
practical cost-of-living relief. Queenslanders deserve to feel safe in their homes, safe in their businesses 
and safe in their community. We are making Queensland safer with more police, stronger laws, early 
intervention and rehabilitation with purpose. Victim numbers are now down 7.2 per cent in our first year 
of Adult Crime, Adult Time, but we know we are not finished. We have a lot more to do, and this is why 
we have committed record investment to restoring safety across Queensland, with a $303 million 
investment into our Queensland Police Service funding more police on the front line, additional police 
equipment, expanded aerial crime-fighting capability and critical infrastructure to support our police; a 
$96 million investment to deliver stage 2 of the Kirwan Police Facility; and $23 million to recruit more 
police to grow our front line. We are also backing our frontline officers with the resources they need by 
continuing the nearly $148 million rollout of essential operating equipment.  

This budget also continues our investment in early intervention and rehabilitation of youth, 
ensuring we also address the causes of reoffending while maintaining our unwavering focus on victims 
and community safety. We are committed to providing more support for victims of crime by connecting 
our victims of crime with the services and financial assistance they need. The budget delivers 
$37 million to continue to clear the Labor DNA backlog and the forensic testing at the DNA lab; faster 
justice in Townsville with two new courtrooms and a new District Court judge; and $31 million for a new 
domestic violence hub in North Queensland.  

Queenslanders deserve access to quality health care when and where they need it, and this 
budget delivers on our Hospital Rescue Plan. The Townsville Hospital and Health Service will get 165 
additional new overnight beds, more than 1,000 new additional car parks, eight dedicated perinatal 
beds for our new mums and bubs, a six-bed step-up step-down mental health facility and North 
Queensland’s first integrated pelvic pain and endometriosis service. Let us remember that it was the 
Crisafulli government that got rid of Labor’s patients tax, which would have added extra costs to every 
trip to the GP. It is also our government that has increased the Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme to assist 
rural and regional Queenslanders access health care when they need it.  

We continue with our commitment to unlock housing supply and help more Queenslanders 
achieve the dream of home ownership. Nearly $45 million has been invested in the Residential 
Activation Fund to unlock 4,200 home lots in the northern suburbs of Townsville and we are delivering 
up to 180 house lots at the old Pimlico TAFE site under our Land Activation Program. We have locked 
in $30,000 first home owner grants for another four years and we have abolished stamp duty for first 
home buyers building a new home. These measures are helping Queenslanders and people in 
Mundingburra get into their first home sooner, keeping the dream of home ownership alive. We are 
determined to take Queensland from the bottom of the national home ownership ladder to the top.  

This budget continues no new taxes and no increased taxes and delivers real cost-of-living relief. 
We have abolished Labor’s patients tax, we have abolished stamp duty for first home buyers and we 
have extended the $30,000 first home owner grant for another four years. Electricity prices skyrocketed 
under Labor and now regional Queenslanders are seeing electricity prices fall through our Energy 
Roadmap. The budget delivers a 50 per cent increase on our Back to School Boost initiative to $150 
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for prep to year 6 students. We have locked in permanent 50-cent fares; we have delivered $200 Play 
On! vouchers, up to three free disability parking permits for eligible individuals, Games On! grassroots 
funding for local sporting clubs in the Mundingburra electorate and free kindy health checks for hearing, 
sight and speech for our young Queenslanders; and we have increased the Patient Travel Subsidy 
Scheme.  

This budget is delivering for all of Mundingburra. We are supporting our veterans with $9 million 
for the Queensland Veterans and Veterans’ Family Strategy, $2.3 million for the Honouring our 
Veterans Grants Program and $1 million for the Premier’s Veterans Fund. This budget is focused on 
practical outcomes, responsible financial management and improving the lives of the people we are 
privileged to serve. Most importantly, and we heard it in the chamber this morning, this budget delivers 
a record $20.5 billion spend in regional Queensland on roads, housing, health, education and police. 
For those reasons I proudly support the Appropriation Bill and the investment it delivers for the people 
of North Queensland and for Mundingburra.  

Hon. GJ BUTCHER (Gladstone—ALP) (12.19 pm): If there is one thing that Queenslanders can 
take away from this botched LNP budget it is that they are being asked to pay more and accept less. 
This is a budget of cuts, delays and misplaced priorities. It is a budget that spends big on headlines 
and their vanity projects while failing to deliver the practical investment that Queenslanders need. That 
is not what the people expect from their government. Queenslanders want real projects that deliver real 
outcomes, real jobs and real opportunities, particularly in Central Queensland.  

Nowhere is this failure more obvious than in regional Queensland, particularly in Gladstone. This 
budget is a slap in the face to the community. Once again, the LNP has told Gladstone loud and clear 
that it is not a priority. Despite being the powerhouse of the Queensland economy, Gladstone has been 
left behind. Our region contributes enormously to the prosperity of this state yet they give us very little 
in return. There is no investment in training and apprentices, no meaningful funding in the community 
infrastructure space, no support for the upgrades that local families and healthcare workers have been 
calling for, no relief for councils that are now dealing with the burden of a bin tax and no significant 
infrastructure investment for our first responders in the Gladstone region. Gladstone deserves a fair 
return on what we contribute to Queensland. Instead, this budget ignores the workers, the families and 
those small businesses in the region that keep our area strong. That is simply unacceptable.  

The truth is that the LNP has delivered a budget full of bad news and blowouts, dressed up to 
look boring in the hope that nobody in this state sees what is missing. However, Queenslanders are 
certainly paying attention. Families across Gladstone are struggling with the cost of living, they are 
finding it harder to pay their power bills, and they are finding it harder to put fuel in their cars and keep 
up with rising household costs, yet this budget delivers no meaningful cost-of-living relief in Gladstone. 
There are no energy rebates, there are no cuts to the cost of registration and there is no substantial 
support for households that are certainly doing it tough.  

What is perhaps most disappointing is the performance of the Central Queensland Hospital and 
Health Service. The minister and his sidekick, the member for Callide, can pose for photos and cut 
ribbons on projects that were delivered and funded by the former Labor government all they like, but 
they cannot hide from the reality reflected in their own performance figures.  

Mr Head: Three hundred and thirty-nine days, Butcher—339 days.  

Mr BUTCHER: I take the interjection from the member for Callide. He needs to keep an eye on 
his own electorate where there have been over 500 days, since this government has been in, that the 
Biloela maternity service has been on bypass. He talks a big game but delivers absolutely nothing.  

Only 77 per cent of category 1 elective surgery patients were treated within the clinically 
recommended timeframe. In Central Queensland, for category 2 patients that figure falls to just 33 per 
cent and only 30 per cent of category 3 patients were seen within the recommended timeframe. Those 
are not just statistics on a page; behind every number is a regional Queenslander waiting longer than 
they should for surgery, specialist treatment and critical health care. That is simply not good enough for 
the people of Gladstone.  

To make matters even worse, after waiting beyond clinically recommended timeframes, many 
regional Queenslanders are then forced to travel hundreds of kilometres to access the care that they 
need. Perhaps the biggest insult to regional Queensland is the government’s boast about increasing 
the Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme by just 11 cents per kilometre while keeping accommodation 
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support at a mere $70. Regional patients are being hit twice. First, they wait too long for treatment and 
then, when their appointment finally arrives, they are expected to dig deep into their own pockets to 
cover the cost of travel, accommodation and time away from work and family. What an absolute joke.  

Mr Head: Where was Labor for 10 years? 
Mr BUTCHER: Speaking of absolute jokes, I take that interjection. Anyone who has travelled 

hundreds of kilometres for specialist treatment knows that this barely scratches the surface of the real 
costs involved when staying in a city such as Brisbane. Regional Queenslanders should not be 
punished for where they live. They should not have to choose between their health— 

Government members interjected.  
Mr BUTCHER: Mr Deputy Speaker, I cannot hear myself let alone you.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Martin): Order, members!  
Mr BUTCHER: People should not have to choose between their health and their financial security. 

There are many people from my electorate who know this all too well such as David, a leukaemia 
patient. He is quoted in a Leukaemia Foundation media release as saying— 
We were over 500 kilometres from home and unable to work that whole time—it would have cost us tens of thousands of dollars 
to stay near the hospital and travel backwards and forwards.  

I table that release from the Leukaemia Foundation.  
Tabled paper: Media release, dated 23 June 2026, from the Leukaemia Foundation, titled ‘Leukaemia Foundation labels 
Queensland Government’s review of the Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme incomplete’ [1129]. 

That is a reality that faces members of my electorate. The costs do not stop at fuel and 
accommodation. There is lost income, time away from family and the emotional strain that comes with 
being far from home during some of the most difficult moments of one’s life. While this government pats 
itself on the back for these token increases, it continues to ignore the permanent healthcare 
infrastructure that Gladstone desperately needs. Instead of investing in the new hospital that our 
growing region deserves, they are asking local families to continue to travel and keep paying the price.  

What is their answer to Gladstone’s healthcare crisis? It is not a commitment to a new hospital, 
not the long promised hospital master plan and not a clear plan for the future. Instead, they are offering 
temporary fixes and building a donga hospital. In my view, that is simply putting lipstick on a pig. 
Gladstone has had enough of being told to wait. We do not want to wait for solutions while our 
population grows and the demand on our health services continues to increase.  

Our community wants answers from this government. Our community wants to see a hospital 
master plan. Most importantly, our community wants a government that treats Gladstone as a priority 
and not as an afterthought. This region deserves far more respect than the budget delivers. Given 
everything that we contribute to Queensland’s economy, we should not be forced to beg for investment 
while this LNP government— 

Mr Head interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pause the clock. I am sorry, member. Member for Callide, you have 

been giving it a very good go. You are disturbing the member giving his budget reply speech. You are 
warned.  

Mr BUTCHER: What makes it even more frustrating is that the government is attempting to dress 
up routine operational spending by the state owned corporations in Gladstone as if it were brand new 
investment. They have wrapped standard operating costs in a big bow and presented them as a major 
achievement for Gladstone in the budget. Gladstone residents are smarter than that. David Crisafulli 
and his government may be clever politicians but regional Queenslanders can see right through their 
spin. We deserve better than budget tricks, empty announcements and this LNP government leaving 
us at the back of the queue. This budget fails Gladstone and it fails Queenslanders who expect this 
government to deliver on its promises. The people of Gladstone want a government that backs our 
workers and our investment in the future, and recognises the enormous contribution that our region 
makes to this state. Queensland families are looking to this budget for help, but we see practically 
nothing in it for them.  

Turning to my shadow sports portfolio, while the continuation of the Play On! vouchers is 
welcome, it is important to remember that the program began under Labor as the FairPlay vouchers. 
The problem is that, while the cost of living continues to rise in the regions, the value of the vouchers 
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has remained the same. Families know that the cost of junior sport is increasing every single year. 
Local clubs are facing higher costs for insurance, uniforms, equipment, facility maintenance and utilities. 
To keep their doors open, many clubs have had no choice but to pass on the costs through higher 
registration fees. As the costs go up, support should also keep pace, yet through this budget the 
government has failed to increase the value of Play On! vouchers to reflect the reality of what is 
happening to Queensland families.  

The same can be said for SwimSmart, which is another initiative introduced under Labor and 
continued by this government. In Queensland, teaching children to swim is not a luxury; it is an essential 
life skill. However, swimming lessons are becoming increasingly more expensive for families. As wages 
rise, as they should, the cost of employing qualified swimming instructors rises as well. Swimming pool 
operators are also facing an increase in costs. The result is that families are paying more for the lessons 
that every Queensland child should have access to.  

How can the government claim that these programs are providing cost-of-living relief when the 
value of the vouchers remains frozen while the cost of participation continues to rise? If this government 
were serious about helping families with the cost of living, it would ensure these vouchers keep pace 
with rising costs so that a child can continue to participate in sport and learn to swim regardless of their 
family’s financial circumstances.  

If Queenslanders are looking for evidence of this government’s inability to deliver, they need look 
no further than the Queensland Corrective Services capital program. Last year, the minister stood 
before Queenslanders announcing major prison expansion projects at Arthur Gorrie and Townsville 
corrections centres. We were told that these projects would spend $140 million each during the 2025-26 
financial year, a combined capital investment of $280 million. It made for a great photo opportunity and 
it made for a great media release that they put out, but when we look at the results the reality is certainly 
very different.  

The Arthur Gorrie Correctional Centre’s actual spend for the financial year was only around 
$25.5 million, and for Townsville it was around $22 million. That is an underspend of more than 
$231 million across just two single projects—more than $231 million promised by this government but 
not delivered. What is even more concerning is that this year’s budget allocates less funding than 
originally was promised, raising serious questions about delays and whether these projects are actually 
on track at all. This is a government that talks big but delivers little—all announcement and no action, 
and all photo opportunity, as we always know, but no follow-through behind it.  

These failures are not isolated. They are scattered throughout the budget papers for all 
Queenslanders to see: Numinbah—$340,000 spent of $8 million; Palen Creek—$6.7 million spent of 
$10 million; Townsville low-custody—$596,000 spent of $8 million, and people may remember inmates 
driving out on tractors to go and get themselves some KFC, so the government should be investing 
more to combat that; and Lotus Glen low-custody—$278,000 of $4 million. The list of underspends 
goes on and on.  

This budget exposes a government that talks tough on community safety but delivers less for our 
police. The Queensland Police Service is facing an almost $40 million cut to operational funding 
compared to last year, at a time when crime remains a major concern and when police are under 
increasing pressure to do their jobs. At the very time Queenslanders expect stronger support for 
policing, this government is asking police to do more with less. The neglect continues in capital funding. 
Investment in police vehicles has failed to keep pace with inflation, and funding for police vessels has 
also been cut to less than half of last year’s levels. These are not just figures; these are the essential 
tools police need to protect Queenslanders.  

Then there is the minister’s failure to deliver the infrastructure he had promised. The budget 
papers reveal a staggering pattern of underspends across police projects. Bargara and Boondall police 
stations recorded zero expenditure, while the Bundaberg Police Station upgrade received not one red 
cent. At Mackay the underspend was more than $8 million, at Proserpine $3.4 million and watch-house 
upgrades $1.5 million, and the Mount Isa residential accommodation project somehow recorded a 
negative expenditure against the $3.28 million allocation. These are not savings; they are failures to 
deliver projects. Every delayed project means a delayed facility, delayed resources and less support 
for the officers who keep Queenslanders safe.  

Confidence in the government’s crime statistics, as we have heard this week, has also been 
undermined, with a leaked police survey revealing growing distrust in how crime data is reported. 
Queenslanders deserve facts, not political spin. Labor will restore confidence by establishing a 
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community safety statistics bureau to independently verify and audit crime data, ensuring police 
statistics are delivered without political interference. This government has also failed to provide any 
credible explanation for the disappearance from the budget papers of the Oxley academy relocation 
project. We welcome the restoration of funding for stage 2 of the Kirwan Police Facility—I acknowledge 
that the police minister is here to hear this—a project that Labor fought to revive after exposing the 
government’s failure to progress this critical investment.  

This budget also leaves the SES and Marine Rescue Queensland worse off, with both 
organisations receiving reduced funding including cuts to capital investment which is much needed by 
our local volunteers in our communities. Right across the board, this budget is defined by delays, 
underspends and missed opportunities. Queenslanders deserve and were promised better. Instead, 
they have been handed way less.  

Hon. DR LAST (Burdekin—LNP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, Minister for 
Manufacturing and Minister for Regional and Rural Development) (12.34 pm): I rise today in support of 
the appropriation bills cognate debate and would like to express my thanks to the Treasurer and the 
many people across the Public Service who have worked hard and contributed to the preparation and 
delivery of this year’s budget. As Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, Minister for Manufacturing 
and Minister for Regional and Rural Development, I am proud to be a part of a government that is 
delivering for Queensland. To my constituents in the Burdekin this budget delivers real investment, 
particularly in health services, education, emergency services and regional economic development.  

The Crisafulli government is ensuring regional Queensland gets its fair share, with significant 
investment right across the electorate. In Ayr, work will begin on the replacement of the fire and rescue 
station, supported by more than $10 million this year as part of a broader $31.4 million commitment. 
Investment will also go towards the construction of a new rural fire station at Abbot Point in Bowen, with 
this funding ensuring our frontline emergency services personnel have the facilities they need to keep 
local communities safe. 

The budget also continues the restoration of the heritage-listed Bowen courthouse, preserving 
an important piece of local history while improving accessibility and functionality for future generations. 
Importantly, we are progressing the long-awaited Bowen Wharf replacement project, with $8 million 
allocated to finalise detailed design, approvals and construction planning for the new wharf. This is a 
key piece of infrastructure for the region. Health services are also receiving a boost, with Ayr among 
the locations benefiting from the state’s $128.7 million medical imaging expansion program, delivering 
improved access to diagnostic services closer to home. Constituents will indeed welcome the delivery 
of that CT scanner to their community.  

Burdekin schools at the heart of our community are also receiving much needed funding for 
infrastructure upgrades to deliver safe and modern learning spaces for the youngest people in our 
electorate. That is funding for Brandon State School, Clermont State School, East Ayr State School, 
Jarvis State School and Millaroo State School. Across the Burdekin we are investing in the expansion 
of the Collinsville Men’s Shed, upgrading electricity infrastructure at the Ayr substation, and continuing 
important roadworks including rehabilitation of the Burdekin River Bridge and Bruce Highway Corridor.  

More broadly, we are a government delivering on our promises. We are keeping our word: no 
new taxes and no increased taxes. We have delivered a budget that restores confidence, backs the 
industries that underpin our economy and delivers better services for Queenslanders, wherever they 
live. This year’s budget strengthens the foundations of the fresh start we have laid for Queensland by 
delivering a stronger economy.  

We are investing $749.1 million across the natural resources and mines, manufacturing and 
regional and rural development portfolio—targeted investments that will unlock Queensland’s 
resources, strengthen manufacturing capability and secure regional jobs. Queensland has what the 
world needs, and this government is not standing still and allowing one of the greatest economic 
opportunities of our generation to pass us by. We maintain our strong support for our traditional 
resources of gas and coal, and we are committed to building on the relationships with our key trading 
partners that Labor decimated.  

This budget delivers $46.1 million to accelerate critical minerals projects and drive new 
investment in projects and infrastructure—projects like Graphinex, Vecco, EQ Resources, 
RZ Resources. We have an abundance of the world’s critical minerals beneath our feet—minerals that 
are essential to energy systems, advanced manufacturing, defence capability and future technologies. 
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Regions such as the North West Minerals Province have billions of dollars worth of critical minerals 
resources. This budget is focused on unlocking that potential by accelerating the extraction, processing 
and export of Queensland resources to the world. Queensland should not just be about pit to port. We 
should be processing more, producing more and capturing more value right here at home.  

Queensland’s abandoned mine sites will no longer be left sitting idle. This budget delivers 
$6.4 million over two years to recommercialise these sites, making smarter use of infrastructure we 
already have to support secondary reprocessing, resource recovery and other productive uses.  

This is about more than resources; it is about economic resilience, regional prosperity and 
securing Queensland’s place in the industries of the future. Responsible resource development means 
planning not only for the opportunities of today but also for the obligations of tomorrow. That is why this 
budget also delivers a review of Queensland’s Financial Provisioning Scheme. Since I have come into 
this role, a week has not passed without one or more of our resource companies raising issues with 
this scheme.  

The Crisafulli government recognises that Queensland’s resources sector is the engine room of 
our economy, supporting thousands of jobs, driving regional communities and generating the funds that 
help fund essential services across our state. That is why this budget commits to reviewing 
Queensland’s Financial Provisioning Scheme to ensure it strikes the right balance between 
environmental responsibility and investment attraction.  

The original intent of the scheme is sound. Queenslanders rightly expect mining companies to 
rehabilitate their sites and meet their environmental obligations. Taxpayers should not be left carrying 
the cost when a project fails, and the Financial Provisioning Scheme plays an important role in 
protecting the state from inheriting those liabilities; however, it is clear that the scheme is not working 
as intended for many businesses, particularly smaller and emerging resource companies.  

Under the current model, companies are assessed based on their ability to meet rehabilitation 
obligations if a project becomes financially distressed. While large multinational companies with strong 
balance sheets are immune, smaller operators are required to tie up large sums, ultimately leaving 
many projects unviable. That capital is not sitting idle on a balance sheet. It must first be raised, often 
at significant cost, before being locked away and removed from productive use. The result is an uneven 
playing field. Major companies can direct their capital into new projects, technology jobs and regional 
growth, while junior and mid-tier miners face additional barriers to investment and expansion.  

Let me be clear: this announcement has been welcomed by industry. Association of Mining and 
Exploration Companies CEO Warren Pearce said— 
The Financial Provisioning Scheme must work for all parts of the industry, not just the largest operators. Junior and mid-tier 
companies are often the ones taking the early risk in developing new mineral projects which in-turn creates opportunities in 
regional Queensland.  

AMEC and our members look forward to working constructively with the Queensland Government to improve the scheme for all 
stakeholders.  

The Queensland Resources Council said— 
The Queensland Resources Council welcomes the review into the Financial Provisioning Scheme. QRC looks forward to working 
with the government on reforming the scheme to support efficient use of capital whilst ensuring the State is protected from 
rehabilitation liabilities.  

At a time when Queensland is competing globally for investment in critical minerals, new resource 
projects and the industries that support our energy transition, we cannot afford regulatory settings that 
discourage investment or delay development. The review of the Financial Provisioning Scheme is about 
restoring balance. It is about ensuring strong environmental safeguards remain in place while creating 
a framework that is fair, proportionate and supports responsible investment.  

The Deputy Speaker has reviewed and approved the rest of my speech on the budget for 
incorporation. As such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of 
Proceedings. 

The speech read as follows— 

Queensland can protect the environment and back our resources sector at the same time. Under the Crisafulli Government, we 
are committed to getting that balance right because a resource sector that is both sustainable and competitive is critical to our 
state’s prosperity.  
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A stronger economy also depends on something fundamental: fuel security.  

Because you cannot have a strong economy without reliable, affordable and secure energy.  

That is why this Budget invests $7.1 million over two years to deliver Queensland’s Fuel Security Plan.  

A plan that restores our ability to drill, refine and store fuel right here in Queensland.  

This is about sovereign capability.  

It is about ensuring Queenslanders are not exposed to global shocks or supply chain disruptions.  

And it is about using our own resources to meet our own needs.  
• We are accelerating exploration across Queensland basins, including unlocking the Taroom Trough and Denison Trough 

and I would like to take this opportunity to mention those who are out there on the ground working to secure these resources 
for Queenslanders. Companies like Shell, Omega, Elixir Energy and Denison Gas and more importantly, the Queenslanders 
they employ are out there everyday investing, exploring and creating opportunities that will underpin our state’s future 
prosperity.  

• Mr Speaker we are optimising existing operations and expanding refining capacity.  

And importantly, we are working with industry to increase storage capacity, including supporting investment that will deliver tens 
of millions of litres of additional fuel storage.  

Keld Knudsen, the Queensland State Director of Australian Energy Producers had this to say: 

“We’re particularly excited to see recognition of the Taroom Trough through the State Strategic Fuel Plan. We think it’s an exciting 
opportunity to deliver Queensland domestic fuel security and we’re excited to see recognition from the Queensland Government 
of that.” 

Mr Speaker.  

One thing struck me as I listened carefully to the Leader of the Opposition’s Budget reply speech.  

For someone who aspires to lead this State, he had remarkably little to say about the industries that keep Queensland’s economy 
moving.  

Not once did we hear a serious vision for Queensland’s mining industry. Not once did we hear a plan to unlock the next generation 
of critical minerals that the world is demanding. Not once did we hear a commitment to strengthen manufacturing or grow 
sovereign capability here in Queensland. And incredibly, not once did we hear any recognition of the Queensland Train 
Manufacturing Program—one of the largest manufacturing projects this State has ever seen.  

Mr Speaker that silence speaks volumes because this Crisafulli Government is a Government working in cadence with industry.  

A Government focused on unlocking supply, driving down costs and creating jobs.  

Secure, skilled, local jobs for Queenslanders.  

That is why we are backing manufacturing.  

Manufacturing is the bridge between our resources and our regions.  
• It creates value.  
• It strengthens supply chains  

And it provides long-term, skilled employment opportunities.  

It’s why we are once again expanding Queensland’s Manufacturing Hub Network, and I am pleased to announce that includes a 
new hub in Maryborough. I would like to acknowledge the strong advocacy of our local member Mr John Barounis for securing 
this investment to service the Wide Bay region. 

A region already home to more than 900 manufacturing businesses.  

Businesses producing high-quality goods across food processing, metal fabrication, plastics and timber products and transport.  

This new hub will work directly with local manufacturers.  
• Helping them innovate. 
• Helping them grow.  

And helping them build the skilled workforce needed for the future.  

This is about strengthening sovereign manufacturing capability.  

Reducing reliance on overseas supply chains.  

And backing Queensland businesses to compete on the global stage.  

Because when we back our manufacturers, we back Queensland jobs.  
• We back Queensland communities.  
• And we back Queensland’s future.  
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Regional Queensland is at the heart of this budget.  

Queenslanders understand strong regions build a strong state. 

That is why this budget prioritises regional investment and ensures the benefits of economic growth are felt right across 
Queensland.  

• We are backing the industries that drive growth in our regions.  

• We are listening to regional communities.  

And most importantly we are delivering. 

Over the past year, we have undertaken thousands of stakeholder engagements across regional Queensland.  

We have held forums in Roma, Bowen, Emerald and Bundaberg,  

The forums are delivering real outcomes.  

From improving digital connectivity in regional communities.  

To place-based skilling programs that build workforce capability.  

Because when you listen to regional Queensland, you get better policy and better outcomes.  

We are standing with our regions in times of need as well.  

Through the Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority, we have provided more than $212 million in financial 
assistance to Queenslanders, including primary producers, during some of their toughest moments.  

• We are supporting drought resilience.  

• We are supporting sustainability and we are supporting Queenslanders to recover and rebuild.  

Every investment in this budget is part of a broader plan.  

• A plan to create long term growth.  

• A plan to create jobs  

• And a plan to build resilience across out state.  

Whether it is in Critical Minerals.  

Fuel Security. 

Manufacturing.  

Or regional development.  

Each initiative works together to strengthen Queensland’s economy.  

And the investments we are making today will position Queensland for the future.  

• A future where we are a global leader in critical minerals.  

• A future where our manufacturing sector continues to grow and thrive.  

And a future where regional Queensland is stronger, more connected and more prosperous.  

This Budget recognises Queensland’s strengths.  

• Our resources. 

• Our industries.  

• Our people and our regions.  

And it backs them.  

And it backs the opportunities that lie ahead.  

We promised a fresh start for Queensland.  

And this Budget strengthens the foundations we have laid on that promise.  

It builds momentum.  

Because this is not just a government with a plan.  

It is a Government that delivers.  

Mr WHITING (Bancroft—ALP) (12.42 pm): I rise to address this budget. We know that the LNP 
like to boast that they are delivering for Queensland, but they are not. They simply are not. The schools, 
the hospitals and the roads needed by Queenslanders are not being delivered by this budget. They are 
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being delayed. They are being pushed back. Around $4.9 billion worth of infrastructure—projects in 
road, rail and hospitals—are all being delayed by the LNP. When we could be building for the future, 
these projects are being pushed back years and years.  

Hospital projects have been left out or pushed back years in this budget. Tragically, there is 
nothing in the forwards specifically about the Redcliffe Hospital clinical services building. There is no 
estimate on cost or when the expansion will be delivered. We have heard the LNP boasting about the 
pilings going in at Bundaberg Hospital, but they forgot to mention that they pulled out the piling 
foundations at the Redcliffe Hospital. Construction had already started. I remind them once again: the 
day the piling contractor pulled their last piling rig off the site at Redcliffe was the same day the 
government announced they were building an Olympic stadium and Olympic aquatic centre. 
Olympics 1, hospitals nil. Now we find out that the clinical services building will not be finalised at 
Redcliffe until the time of the Olympics. Olympics 2, hospitals nil.  

I am constantly hearing stories about a severe lack of beds at Redcliffe—people are being left in 
the ED, sent home unwell or, in one case, placed in the dementia ward because there were simply no 
other beds available. People tell me that the staff are great, but they just do not have the beds.  

What is happening with the Redcliffe Hospital car park in this budget shows how poorly they are 
delivering. Some $23 million is allocated for the expansion of the car park in this budget and 
$18.3 million for the project in future expenditure—we do not know exactly when. That is a total 
estimated cost of $43.2 million for this expansion, and it was originally budgeted for $36 million—
another cost blowout. It does not bode well for their managing the cost of building the clinical services 
building when they get around to doing that. The LNP will deliver another cost blowout, I predict.  

Interestingly, I heard the Premier on TV state that they abandoned the construction of the clinical 
services building, claiming we did not consult with clinicians. I can reveal that before construction was 
abandoned more than 110 meetings were held with user groups, clinicians and stakeholders. There 
were 27 groups involved in consultations for the expansion design. There were four rounds of 
consultations and meetings. I found this sentence in an RTI document— 
Changes from schematic design layouts have been workshopped with stakeholders.  

With all of these meetings, consultations and redesign flowing from the consultations, they are 
still blaming a lack of consultations from clinicians. To me, that sounds like another excuse from the 
LNP to delay and halt construction of a vital health facility in my community. Now we have found a new 
excuse or reason from the member for Pumicestone. This comment was on a Facebook post— 
Carpark has been commenced already and needs to be completed before the hospital is built.  

That is a new excuse. My question is: is this the official position? Why can they not start the 
expansion at the same time? When will the car park be finished so the expansion can be started? Why 
did the LNP not tell our communities about the car park being done first or give them the choice to 
expand the services of the building or build the car park? There are so many questions. There are so 
many excuses. Meanwhile, my residents suffer. They wait and they wait. The LNP are simply not 
delivering the health care that Queenslanders need.  

The story of the LNP not delivering these health services gets worse. Under the LNP, more than 
68,000 Queenslanders are waiting for specialist appointments. That takes it to a high of more than 
362,000 Queenslanders waiting to get diagnosed or see their specialist. The LNP are not delivering the 
health care we need in this shambles of a budget.  

With roads and this budget, there are more delays, more blowouts and more congestion, 
meaning more time on the road for commuters. 7News revealed this week that the LNP’s signature 
Wave project has blown out to a massive $12 billion—and that is for half a railway line and a busway—
and that was after they broke their promise about building heavy rail all the way to Maroochydore.  

Let’s look at the Gympie Road tunnel as well. That is crucial for my residents who have to travel 
that road to get to the city. This tunnel means that they would avoid 19 sets of lights. Labor allocated 
$318 million for design, early works and property acquisition in the 2024 budget, I believe. The LNP 
have said that they will spend $8 million over the next four years just to say they are keeping the project 
ticking over. That is an abject failure in delivery for my residents. It means years and years of delay for 
my residents. This is a road that the Premier said has to happen. He said it has to happen. 

Deception Bay Road remains one of my greatest disappointments with this budget. It is still one 
lane between the highway and Park Road, and that stretch carries 20,000 vehicles a day. It needs to 
be done. There have been two fatalities on this particular stretch of road in the last two years—two 
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fatalities. That is one of the reasons when we were in government we spent $2.5 million on initial design 
and planning to get it widened to two lanes in both directions. Before the last election we made a 
commitment to spend an extra $25 million to do detailed design, early works and early property 
resumptions. There has been nothing from the LNP for this project. They already cut the widening of 
Deception Bay Road in the Campbell Newman era. Now they have cut it absolutely. I cannot see 
widening of Deception Bay Road happening under the LNP. They just simply will not commit to doing 
it. 

When it comes to the non-delivery of schools in this budget, it is scandalous to see that new 
schools are being delayed by the LNP in Moreton Bay. When I say ‘delayed’, I mean there is no plan in 
the forwards to build new schools in Moreton Bay, bar one, in four years. Once the special school in 
the Pine Rivers area is done, there will be no more new schools in the next four years. I repeat: no 
more new schools in Moreton Bay for the next four years. This is in a city of half a million people—
690,000 people by 2041. They have no plans to build more than one new school.  

In Waraba, West Caboolture, we will need about nine new primary schools and four new high 
schools. We are not going to see them built under this LNP government. This is a real failure to deliver. 
What that will mean in my area is overcrowded classrooms and schools bursting at the seams. This 
failure will be felt the hardest in North Harbour, a town—you can call it a town—in my electorate about 
the size of Ingham. It has no school and no public transport.  

The member for Kawana boasted about a PDA being declared for North Harbour, but he did not 
mention that they have no school and they have no bus. I fought hard to get land for a primary school 
in this area. It took years and years, but the Labor government made it happen. The land is there now 
just waiting for a primary school to be built, but I will be saying to local residents that this government 
has no plan to build a school there in the next four years. This government has no plan to build a school 
in North Harbour and Burpengary East in the next four years. 

With regard to housing, I know that people in my area who are homeless or escaping DV once 
had hope of getting a departmental home or emergency accommodation. Now they are giving up hope 
under this LNP government. They are giving up hope that there will be housing for them. You can 
understand why when you realise that more than 10,000 social and affordable homes that were in the 
pipeline are now simply gone. The Deputy Premier used his powers to direct developers to stop building 
affordable housing—and this is at a time when there are almost 9,000 more people on the social 
housing waiting list.  

I have talked to the people who are living in tents at the Portwood Street encampment at 
Redcliffe. They are nearly all on the housing waiting list. They should expect to be going into social or 
affordable homes. Their only hope is to be housed in one of the projects in the area that were all started 
under the Labor government. Ordinary working Queenslanders have realised that if you are struggling 
and need help with housing or homelessness from this government then you are not going to get it. 
There is one class of Queenslanders who are getting help—that is, the builders of luxury apartments, 
the donating class. They are doing very well.  

On cost of living, the LNP, once again, are not delivering with this budget. I hear from teachers 
in my area that only about half of eligible families have access to the Back to School Boost. Roughly 
half their parents simply do not apply—too many hoops to jump through. This is their signature policy 
and it is not going to about half of Queensland families. Premier Crisafulli said that he would deliver 
cost-of-living relief as long as Queenslanders needed it. This budget simply does not deliver that. 
Queenslanders are looking to this budget to help, but they will see practically nothing in there for them.  

As for 50-cent fares, that is a victory for Labor—a victory for ‘Mr 50-Cent Fares’ himself, the 
member for Murrumba. One year after he introduced a private member’s bill, the LNP introduced their 
own bill so similar that it triggers the same question rule on so many clauses. There is another question: 
what is the LNP going to do about water prices? Are they going to lock them into law as well? They 
said they would be taking action on rising water prices, but we know that the LNP are just blowhards. 
Are water companies just going to get a stern letter or, like Paddington Bear, are they going to give 
them a hard stare? We shall soon see.  

We have learned from the LGAQ that we now have a bin tax in Queensland. We have an LNP 
bin tax that will be passed on directly to ratepayers. Every time you wheel out a bin to be collected, 
imagine you are lifting up a lid and throwing in a $5 note or some gold coins—all courtesy of the LNP. 
We know that this budget is a black hole of broken promises and blowouts.  



2250 
Appropriation (Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill; Revenue (Cost 
of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment 

Bill 
26 Jun 2026 

 

 

I want to finish by making a plea to preserve a threatened species here in Queensland—and that 
is anything in the colour maroon under this government. We hardly see the colour maroon used 
anywhere under this government—maybe a couple of days around Queensland Day and State of 
Origin, but it is rare. Our state colour is under threat from this government. We need to protect it. In 
case the LNP has forgotten how to make the colour maroon, here is the colour-printing formula. For 
CMYK it is: C, 0 per cent; M, 100 per cent; Y, 65 per cent; and K, 34 per cent. For RGB it is: R, 115; 
G, 24; and B, 44. Everyone in this House should remember that maroon is a threatened species under 
this LNP. Let’s spread this colour formula to keep it alive!  

Hon. ST O’CONNOR (Bonney—LNP) (Minister for Housing and Public Works and Minister for 
Youth) (12.55 pm): It is a great privilege to rise on behalf of my Gold Coast community and contribute 
to the debate on our LNP government’s second budget. This budget includes funding for GCUH 
upgrades, the Labrador Tigers viewing area and our new Labrador Men’s Shed, $690,000 for Southport 
Special School’s outdoor learning area, and $689,000 for maintenance and $240,000 for minor works 
across all of the state schools that I represent.  

There is one project in this budget that I really want to focus on. Over eight years ago in my first 
speech in this House as a new MP I called for the Gold Coast Light Rail to be extended along Olsen 
Avenue from the hospital to Harbour Town to maintain our lifestyle with the growth that my community 
is experiencing. I am proud to say that our LNP government will be delivering that new light rail, and we 
will get it done ahead of the 2032 games—and it will have our permanent 50-cent fares on the entire 
line. I want to thank all of the locals who have raised this with me for many years. The most common 
comment I get is, ‘It always should’ve gone that way.’ For too long the former Labor government refused 
to consider this project.  

The years of neglect that under a Labor Party that just does not understand our city are over. 
There is a lot of design work to get done, and I will be making sure local feedback is at the centre of 
everything we do. The wide Olsen Avenue corridor is ideal for light rail, and at our busy intersections 
along the route—like at Musgrave Avenue and Napper Road and at Brisbane Road—we need to do all 
we can to design the track to go on the side roads instead of diagonally through the middle of those 
intersections which would have bigger impact on vehicles.  

Having a station for Musgrave Avenue at Southport Sharks makes sense for their exciting 
housing and events plans. Light rail would have been really helpful earlier this year for the Laneway 
Festival. We welcomed over 35,000 people to that sold-out event at the Sharks. This will also put light 
rail within a few hundred metres of our Gold Coast Hockey Centre, where the 2032 games will be 
coming to Labrador, and about 600 metres away from the Palm Valley surf park, housing, hotel and 
hospitality precinct being built in Parkwood.  

Labrador station, planned for just north of Central Street near Gladys Street to keep it away from 
the main intersection, will see thousands of people in Labrador and Arundel within walking distance of 
light rail, and we will work with the small business owners at the Clock Tower shops to get this right. 
That station will also be just a few hundred metres from 218 apartments of retirement living being 
proposed by Ozcare on their huge Parkwood Gardens site.  

The current plan for the Biggera Waters station is to have it land at Harbour Town Eats precinct, 
which is right across from Oxley Drive, where thousands of dwellings are being built as part of Harbour 
Shores. I want to thank the owners of Harbour Town—Lewis Land and Vicinity—for working with us to 
make sure this project realises its full potential. In particular, I want to acknowledge their centre 
manager, Greg Day, whom I have engaged with on this idea for many years. Bringing in light rail will 
mean a major redesign of the entire Harbour Town precinct, and this creates the opportunity to fix a lot 
of the traffic and parking issues locals experience there every day. I welcome the positive discussions 
we have had about a footbridge over Oxley Drive to make access easier.  

Our light rail expansion and the metro style GC Surfer from Coolangatta to the airport and through 
to Burleigh and Robina are just the first two exciting parts of our comprehensive Gold Coast Transport 
Plan to keep our city moving and maintain our lifestyle. Our Gold Coast team cannot wait to share more 
about the other projects that we have locked in for the city we love and are so proud to represent.  

In terms of my role as Queensland’s housing minister, our budget is all about turning around the 
crisis we inherited from Labor by delivering a place to call home for more Queenslanders. Our housing 
budget is about building—building more homes through record investments including $5.7 billion to 
build more social and community homes; building a better homelessness services system through 
long-overdue and long-term funding certainty, with an additional $450 million investment to help house 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_125532
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vulnerable Queenslanders; building the capacity of our community housing sector; and building more 
pathways out of crisis accommodation and into stable housing for vulnerable Queenslanders. After a 
decade of decline, Queensland’s housing challenges cannot be solved with headline-grabbing, 
short-term fixes.  

We have seen that Labor has learned nothing. Not content with their housing summits and 
pamphlets, today they have released their housing paper, which lays out a timeline to work on two 
further papers. They could not even get the process right. They were laid out in the wrong order, with 
their white paper being released before their green paper. That incompetence is why we are in this 
crisis. We are getting on with the job of building record numbers of homes. There is a long way to go, 
but our relentless focus on increasing all types of housing supply is turning things around.  

The Deputy Speaker has reviewed and approved the remainder of my speech on the budget for 
incorporation. As such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of 
Proceedings.  

The speech read as follows— 

Certainty for frontline housing and homelessness services  

Mr Speaker, at the heart of our Housing Budget is funding certainty for Queensland’s frontline housing and homelessness 
services. 

That’s because homelessness service workers are the heart and soul of our housing response across Queensland.  

Every day they help our most vulnerable Queenslanders with housing.  

Women and children escaping domestic and family violence. 

Young people at risk of homelessness. 

Older Queenslanders. 

People living with disability. 

Families facing housing insecurity. 

These workers change lives and I am so proud to be their Minister. 

That is why this Budget provides an additional $450 million for specialist homelessness services, crisis support and peak and 
industry bodies.  

This builds on the $592 million investment we delivered in last year’s Budget and provides greater certainty for the organisations 
delivering support where it is needed most. 

Importantly, this Budget renews specialist homelessness services funding for a further three years to June 2029, building on the 
20 per cent funding uplift we locked in through last year’s Budget. 

For too long, providers were forced to operate under year-by-year funding. 

That meant they’d have to wait for each Budget to be delivered to know whether they’d have a job in the new financial year. 

It made workforce planning impossible and it made long-term service delivery harder than it needed to be. 

Imagine being out there every day helping Queenslanders to have a roof over their heads and not being sure whether you’d be 
able to pay your own bills to keep yourself and your family housed. 

It was unacceptable.  

We promised certainty, we laid the foundation for it last year and this Budget completes that commitment.  

Moving people from crisis to longer-term housing 

Mr Speaker, this Housing Budget is also about moving people from temporary crisis responses, band-aids, into stable, long-term 
housing. 

Hotel and motel accommodation is not an acceptable long-term housing outcome. Queenslanders, particularly families, deserve 
better. 

That is why our focus is on helping people transition from emergency accommodation into stable and secure housing. 

Since September last year, our Housing teams have supported more than 1,200 Immediate Housing Response households into 
longer-term housing outcomes. 

Over the coming year we will continue working closely with providers to reduce reliance on hotels and motels by strengthening 
pathways into long-term housing. 

Record social and community housing construction program 
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The answer to housing insecurity is more housing which is why we have committed to deliver 53,500 social and community 
homes by 2044. 

That’s why our government’s second Budget includes a record four-year social and community housing capital program of 
$5.725 billion. 

This builds on the $5.6 billion committed in our first Budget and includes an additional $1.024 billion investment by the Crisafulli 
Government. 

Importantly, this investment is backed by our permanent baseline commitment of $500 million per year from 2029-30 onwards, 
with the first year of this funding now ‘topped-up’ in our four-year capital program.  

We were the first government in our state’s history to turn the Housing construction pipeline away from random, time-limited, 
restrictive grants to a proper program with permanent, ongoing funding baked into the Budget. 

Queensland is now the only state in the nation to have permanent, ongoing funding locked in for building social and community 
homes.  

That means certainty. 

For community housing providers. 

For builders. 

For investors. 

For Queenslanders waiting for a place to call home. 

The community housing sector are a vital partner in achieving our targets. 

Almost 70 per cent of our current pipeline of more than 6,500 social and affordable homes under construction or contracted is 
being delivered in partnership with community housing providers. 

We are committed to unleashing the sector’s capacity because government alone cannot solve Queensland’s housing 
challenges. 

Our Budget strengthens that partnership and there’s a lot more to come. 

Practical First Nations housing outcomes 

Mr Speaker, our Budget also delivers practical outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Queenslanders right across 
our state. 

Our priority is to build more homes and improve the condition of existing homes in First Nations communities across our state.  

In this Budget, we’ve committed $242 million in capital works and capital grants to deliver and upgrade housing and invest in 
land infrastructure development in remote and discrete Indigenous communities to help close the unacceptable housing gap. 

But it is not only about new supply.  

We are backing practical pathways to home ownership for First Nations Queenslanders, starting with the Palm Island Rent-to-
Buy scheme in partnership with the Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council and I want to commend Mayor Alf Lacey for his 
advocacy.  

More types of housing with support 

We also recognise that different Queenslanders require different housing responses. 

A young person experiencing homelessness has different needs to a woman escaping domestic and family violence. 

Someone experiencing chronic homelessness and complex support needs requires a different response again. 

That is why we are continuing to expand supportive housing and other integrated housing models. 

After just two foyers were opened over Labor’s three terms in government, in our first term alone we are delivering eight new 
youth foyers across Queensland to help more young people who are ready to earn or learn. 

Construction is already underway on our new Cairns Youth Foyer with the remaining seven foyers to be under construction or 
completed by the end of our first term.  

We are also delivering 10 new or upgraded domestic and family violence shelters and we are investing in more purpose-built 
temporary supported accommodation instead of using hotels and motels for people transitioning into long-term housing. 

Youth 

Our Budget also backs young Queenslanders.  

After Labor abolished the Youth Portfolio, the Crisafulli Government has made it a priority to support and create opportunities for 
our next generation.  

We’re providing $1.9 million over two years to properly fund the YMCA Queensland Youth Parliament and the Queensland 
Indigenous Youth Leadership Program.  

I want to thank this year’s Youth Governor Madi Hilker, Program Coordinator Grace Campbell and Mentor Amity Fielding for their 
passion for the QYP and advocacy to properly fund this important program.  
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Backing renters 

We know many Queenslanders continue to rely on the private rental markets and our Budget does more to support Queensland 
renters. 

That’s why we are investing an additional $83.4 million over four years in private market housing help. 

Our bond loans and rental security subsidies help thousands of Queenslanders secure and sustain housing in the private rental 
market. 

The Budget also includes an additional $18.5 million to support the Residential Tenancies Authority and a further $6.389 million 
to strengthen regulation and oversight across Queensland’s housing system. 

After the former Government changed the RTA’s funding model, the RTA was left facing structural funding pressures. 

Our investment makes sure the RTA can continue to deliver the services Queensland renters and property owners rely on. 

QBCC reforms and Public Works 

Mr Speaker, a stronger housing system also requires a better building and construction regulator.  

This Budget includes an additional $56.2 million in 2026-27 for the Queensland Building and Construction Commission, which is 
playing a vital role in making it easier to build while continuing to protect consumers. 

Under the leadership of Commissioner Angelo Lambrinos, the QBCC has been driving real cultural and operational reform. 

And we are already seeing the results. 

Compliance investigation queues are down around 50%.  

The number of issues resolved on someone’s first contact with the QBCC has gone from just 7% to over 30%.  

The QBCC’s mediation and conciliation pilot is achieving a 70% success rate, with disputes resolved in an average of just 32 
days. 

And under this Government, the CFMEU won’t have a place on the board of Queensland’s building regulator.  

If we are serious about delivering more homes, we must also make it easier for builders and contractors who do the right thing 
to get on with the job.  

At the same time, our Public Works and QBuild teams will continue to play a critical role in delivering for Queenslanders right 
across the state. 

Their role often happens behind the scenes, but I want to acknowledge the work they do every day to serve Queenslanders.  

Conclusion 

This Budget delivers more than just record funding, it delivers much-needed certainty for the people supporting Queenslanders 
every day. 

It delivers the biggest investment into building social and community housing in our state’s history—beating our own record from 
last year.  

It delivers the reforms needed to make it easier to build, easier to invest and easier to deliver the homes Queenslanders need. 

And it delivers the infrastructure growing communities, like the Gold Coast, deserve. 

After a decade of delay, decline and short-term thinking, Queensland is turning a corner. 

We know there is still much more work to do. 

Housing challenges built up over many years under the former Labor government will not be solved overnight, but the Crisafulli 
Government has a clear plan, the determination to see it through and the record investment to back it. 

Whether it is extending light rail to Harbour Town, supporting frontline homelessness services, partnering with community housing 
providers, backing young Queenslanders, or delivering thousands more homes, this Budget is focused on practical outcomes 
that will make a real difference. 

It is a Budget that builds confidence. 

It is a Budget that builds opportunity. 

Most importantly, whether we are delivering transport infrastructure on the Gold Coast or building more homes across 
Queensland, our goal is the same: making sure Queenslanders can enjoy the lifestyle and security that comes with having a 
place to call home. 

I commend the Bill to the House. 

Debate, on motion of Mr O’Connor, adjourned.  

Sitting suspended from 1.01 pm to 2.00 pm. 
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COMMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Portfolio Committees, Reporting Dates and Referral of Auditor-General’s Reports 
Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (Leader of the House) (2.00 pm): I seek to advise the House of the 

determinations made by the Committee of the Legislative Assembly at its meeting today. The committee 
has resolved that, pursuant to standing order 136, the Justice, Integrity and Community Safety 
Committee report on the Youth Justice (Circuit Breaker) Amendment Bill 2026 by 14 August 2026, the 
State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee report on the Criminal Code (Dangerous 
Driving) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill by 14 August 2026, and that the State Development, 
Infrastructure and Works Committee report on the Transport and Other Legislation Amendment Bill by 
14 August 2026. 

The committee has resolved that, pursuant to standing order 194B, the Auditor-General’s 
Report 15: 2025-26—Education 2025 be referred to the Education, Arts and Communities Committee 
and Report 16: 2025-26—Follow-up audit: delivering social housing services be referred to the State 
Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee. 

MOTION 

Suspension of Standing Orders 
Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (Leader of the House) (2.01 pm): by leave, without notice: I move— 

That, with respect to the Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill, standing orders 
87 and 150 be suspended to allow the bill and any amendments circulated by the minister to be moved and considered. 

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT 
Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (Leader of the House) (2.02 pm), by leave, without notice: I move— 

That the House, at its rising, do adjourn until 9.30 am on Tuesday, 25 August 2026. 

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

Namu Collective  
Hon. LJ GERBER (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Youth Justice and Victim Support and Minister 

for Corrective Services) (2.02 pm): I rise to update the House about an issue that has come to my 
attention. The Department of Youth Justice and Victim Support has terminated the contract with Namu 
Collective, one of the Staying on Track providers for youth offenders in North Queensland and Far 
North Queensland. The department has today referred Namu Collective to the Crime and Corruption 
Commission, Queensland Police Service, ASIC and the ATO on the basis that public funds have been 
misappropriated. When contractual requirements are not met, the government takes decisive action to 
address these issues. The department has an obligation to ensure public funds are used appropriately.  

The 36 youths who are engaged with Namu Collective have been referred to one of the other 
four Staying on Track providers and will continue to receive the support and rehabilitation they need to 
turn their lives around.  

It is incredibly important that providers are held accountable. This matter is being taken very 
seriously. We will always respect taxpayers’ money and ensure we have programs that are delivering 
outcomes for Queenslanders and work to reduce crime. I will keep the House informed on this matter. 

Correction to Record of Proceedings  
Hon. JH LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Minister for Education and the Arts) (2.03 pm): 

I rise to update the House regarding Back to School Boost spending figures for the Waterford and 
Ipswich electorates.  
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Earlier in the cognate debate on the appropriation bills I made reference to the percentage of 
funding spent in Waterford and at Waterford State School and percentage and spent figures in the 
Ipswich electorate. The correct percentages are 28.9 per cent, 4.6 per cent and 46.9 per cent 
respectively.  

I am also pleased to update the House that the amount spent in the Ipswich electorate on Back 
to School Boost is more than $235,000.  

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL  

APPROPRIATION BILL  

REVENUE (COST OF LIVING RELIEF LOCKED-IN LAW) AND OTHER 
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

APPR OPR IATION  (PARL IAMENT) B ILL; APPR OPRIATION  BILL; R EVENU E (COST OF LIVIN G R ELIEF LOCKED-IN  LAW ) AND OTHER  LEGISLATION AMENDM ENT B ILL  

Second Reading (Cognate Debate)  
Resumed from p. 2253, on motion of Mr Janetzki— 

That the bills be now read a second time.  

Ms BOURNE (Ipswich West—ALP) (2.04 pm): Today I rise to speak on behalf of the people of 
Ipswich West following the handing down of the LNP’s 2026 Queensland budget. I will begin by saying 
how very proud I am to represent the people of Ipswich West.  

Every budget is a statement of priorities, and this government has its priorities wrong. Every 
budget reveals what a government values and what it is prepared to leave behind. Unfortunately for the 
people of my community, this budget delivers no hope. It is uninspiring. The Treasurer says he is proud 
there were no surprises in this budget. There were certainly no surprises for my community: Ipswich 
West was not even mentioned once by the Treasurer in his budget speech.  

It was a surprise, however, to see Labor initiatives rebranded and retagged with LNP blue. The 
budget promises to strengthen the Warrego Highway Bremer River crossing—funded by Labor; the 
North Ipswich Reserve will receive a new grandstand—delivered by Labor; and the Ipswich Hospital 
will get 200 more beds and an expanded car park—this too announced and commenced by Labor. 
Labor works hard for Queensland and the LNP reap the rewards without lifting a finger. All they do is 
spend millions of dollars on advertising projects they have not even delivered. We need only look at 
50-cent fares and $200 sports vouchers—proud Labor initiatives.  

Ipswich West did receive at least some attention in this budget: the Rosewood substation is being 
rebuilt to improve network performance and the Marburg showgrounds are being upgraded to become 
an elite harness, training and racing facility. I am delighted by these announcements—they are very 
important to the Ipswich West community—but projects that would benefit the entire community have 
been unceremoniously abandoned.  

While the government has found funding for a range of initiatives across Queensland, it has 
chosen to defer funding for the Mount Crosby interchange. I am bitterly disappointed in this 
short-sighted decision. David Crisafulli and Brent Mickelberg promised transport projects would be 
delivered on time and on budget. The Premier said that his word would mean something. I will leave it 
to the people of Ipswich West to decide if there is any meaning to that. For this government the Mount 
Crosby interchange may just sound like a line item in a budget paper, but for my community it is so very 
much more. It is the road parents travel every morning to take their children to school. It is the road 
local businesses rely on to move goods and services. It is the road emergency services use when every 
second matters. It is the road thousands of residents travel every day as our community continues to 
grow. For years our community has argued for this project. I meet with the Karalee and Surrounding 
Communities Association regularly, and they have been tireless and relentless in their advocacy for this 
interchange.  

The case for the upgrade of this interchange is based on safety, congestion, economic growth 
and future planning. That case has not changed. What has changed, however, is the government’s plan 
to back this project. They should be ashamed of themselves. State Labor and federal Labor, through 
our federal member Shayne Neumann, have committed money to this project, and with the stroke of a 
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pen this government has betrayed the people of Ipswich West. I use the Karalee exit as an example. 
This is a highly dangerous exit point off the Warrego Highway and this transport minister knows it. With 
the government pushing this project out things are only going to get worse at this exit, putting more 
pressure on the intersection which will put people’s lives at risk. I have no doubt about that.  

The people in and around Karalee have been patient—very patient. They have had to cope with 
the work on the Bremer River Bridge and the ridiculous continuation of reduced speed limits on the 
eastern side of the bridge—a project that is taking this government forever to finish—and the patience 
of the community is wearing thin. They had to cope with a truck smashing into the Mount Crosby 
overpass, causing significant delays at the Mount Crosby interchange, and now this government is 
putting them through the worst thing of all: deferring their funding for this desperately needed project.  

The decision to defer this project sends a message to the people I represent. It says that their 
government does not care about them. It tells them that their concerns can wait. It tells them that the 
hours they spend sitting in traffic are acceptable. It tells them that the opportunities this project would 
create are not a priority. I reject the message this government is sending to my community. My 
community deserves so much better.  

The people I represent work hard. They pay their taxes, like everyone in this chamber. They 
contribute to Queensland’s economy. They are entitled to expect that critical infrastructure promised to 
them will be delivered. Instead, they have been told to wait. The reality is that infrastructure delays have 
real consequences. Every year a project is deferred, congestion worsens. Every year a project is 
delayed, businesses face higher costs. Every year a project is pushed back, population growth places 
further pressure on roads that are already struggling to cope. Every year we wait, the eventual cost of 
delivery increases.  

This funding deferral is not the money-saving exercise it is made out to be. It is a completely 
senseless decision. I ask this House what the member for Moggill is going to say to the people of 
Karalee, Chuwar and Barellan Point if the planned state redistribution in those areas goes ahead: ‘I’m 
your new member and tough bikkies about the Mount Crosby intersection. The money’s not there 
anymore.’  

Budgets are about choices and this government has made its choice: deferred funding for the 
Mount Crosby interchange; no money for the Amberley interchange; no additional funding for the 
Centenary Highway upgrade; no funding for the Ipswich to Springfield rail loop; and no funding for the 
second river crossing. Today I place on record my utter frustration that the people of Ipswich West have 
once again been asked to wait for infrastructure that our growing community urgently needs. What we 
are talking about here with this deferral of funding is intergenerational congestion. I will not stop 
advocating for this project. I will continue to fight for my community on this hugely important issue, and 
I will continue to remind this government that Queensland’s future is not built by delaying essential 
infrastructure; it is built by delivering it.  

Disappointingly, this budget also contains no funding commitment for the Amberley 
interchange—not a single cent committed in the budget for this project by this government. This is not 
some speculative project and this is not a proposal waiting for support. The federal government—
thanks, again, to Shayne Neumann—has already committed $200 million towards the construction of a 
new grade-separated Amberley interchange. That is $200 million. The funding has been committed; 
the federal government has stepped up; the money is there. What is missing is the commitment from 
this LNP government.  

As a result, one of the most important transport projects for our region remains stalled. Local 
residents know it and local businesses know it. Defence personnel travelling to and from the RAAF 
Base at Amberley know it. The Amberley RAAF Base is the largest operational military base in Australia, 
with some 8,000 personnel and contractors driving through the gates daily. That is 8,000 workers trying 
to cross a National Highway on one small exit lane. This government understands the pressure that 
population growth is placing not only on this dangerous intersection but on our whole road network, yet 
it has stalled.  

The Amberley Consultative Working Group, run by the RAAF, hears submissions from residents 
in the area. When I attend those meetings, their main point of concern is the interchange, its lack of 
funding and the danger it poses to every one of their personnel who use it. Where is the member for 
Scenic Rim’s outrage that there is no funding? He said here in the House last night that I was chortling 
about this issue. Well, the member for Scenic Rim better get used to more chortling from me. He has 
billboards and he stood at the intersection calling for this to be upgraded many times. They have been 
hollow words and his electorate has heard him loud and clear.  
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Honourable members interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Lister): Order! The member is not taking interjections.  

Ms BOURNE: These have been hollow words and his electorate has heard them loud and clear. 
This is also discussed with me regularly with the Willowbank Area Residents Group. They have 
championed this issue for many years. If only their elected official was in the party of government! What 
I do not understand is why a project with $200 million already committed by the federal government has 
been ignored in this state budget. This should have been an easy decision. Instead, this LNP 
government has chosen to leave federal funding sitting on the table while communities— 

Mr Krause interjected.  

Mr J KELLY: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I am sorry to interrupt, member for 
Ipswich West. Mr Deputy Speaker, you have asked the member for Scenic Rim to rein in the 
interjections but he is continuing to interject. I am having trouble hearing the member for Ipswich West 
and I am sitting right next to her.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Greenslopes, I will monitor the conduct of members in the 
House. I did not make a specific point to the member for Scenic Rim, as you suggest. It was to ask for 
interjections to cease so that the member for Ipswich West could be heard. I will hear her now. 

Ms BOURNE: Instead, this LNP government has chosen to leave federal funding sitting on the 
table while communities like mine continue to deal with congestion and growing transport pressures. 
The message this sends is deeply disappointing: this government does not care about Ipswich West. 
Queensland’s fastest growing communities cannot continue to be treated as an afterthought. If 
governments are serious about supporting growth, attracting investment, improving road safety and 
reducing congestion, they must invest in the infrastructure that makes those outcomes possible.  

My community is not asking for special treatment. We are only asking for what is fair. We are 
asking for infrastructure that matches our growth. We are asking for the delivery of projects that have 
already been recognised as priorities. We want and expect this LNP government to match the federal 
government’s commitment and finally deliver the Amberley interchange. The people I represent deserve 
nothing less.  

Another of my disappointments in this budget is the lack of urgency when it comes to social and 
affordable housing for my community. Providing constituents with affordable housing should be a top 
priority of any budget, but yet again those on the waiting list have been left behind. Every single day, 
people walk through the doors of my electorate office seeking help with housing—every day. I have 
constituents waiting years and years for a property to become vacant because there simply are not 
enough homes available.  

I meet people who have been on the social housing waiting list for years—people like Zelma. 
Zelma is 81. She lived in a private rental and could barely afford to buy food. The rent was taking up 
nearly all of her pension. She used to come into my office once a week just to check if we had heard 
anything. I would have a cuppa with her and we would chat about how hard things were for her. People 
who have done everything asked of them remain trapped in housing stress with no certainty for the 
future.  

I meet older Queenslanders who are worried about where they will live in retirement. I meet single 
parents trying to keep a roof over their children’s heads. When I volunteer at Rosies I meet people 
sleeping on couches, living in overcrowded homes or paying rents they simply cannot afford. I have 
met Alyssa, who lives in a swag in a local caravan park. Darren lived in his car for months before he 
found a caravan park to live in. He comes into my office looking for help to find a more stable living 
situation. For them, housing is not a policy debate; it is a daily struggle.  

While the existing list continues to grow, the condition of some existing social housing stock in 
my electorate should concern every member of this House. Quite frankly, there are houses in my 
community that those opposite would not accept for their own family members. This is not a criticism of 
the tenants who live there. I meet with Robert quite often. He lives in one of those properties. He is a 
great bloke—a real gentleman who looks after the wellbeing of other residents. Robert pays his rent on 
time and is grateful to have a roof over his head. He does not want much; all he wants is for the property 
to be maintained adequately. It is an indictment of the underinvestment in maintaining and renewing 
public housing stock in my community. 
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The reality is simple: we are not building homes in my community fast enough. The demand is 
growing faster than the supply. That is why I acknowledge the work undertaken by the previous Labor 
government in partnership with Community Housing Queensland, which delivered 35 one-bedroom and 
eight two-bedroom apartments in Booval. These homes are making a real difference. If this government 
is serious about addressing housing affordability and reducing social housing waiting lists, it must step 
up to the plate and deliver more homes in communities like mine—not in five years and not in 10 years 
but now—because every family waiting for a home deserves more than promises.  

When I look across this budget, I see a government that has lost sight of communities like Ipswich 
West—a community that sits in traffic because of critical road projects such as the Mount Crosby 
interchange being deferred; a community that watches $200 million in federal funding for the Amberley 
interchange sit on the table while the government refuses to act; a community where people like Zelma 
wait years for a place to call home; a community where people like Robert, Alyssa and Darren simply 
want to live in a place that is safe.  

I will continue to stand up for Ipswich West and stand against a government full of broken 
promises. I will continue to fight for the Mount Crosby interchange. I will continue to fight for the 
Amberley interchange. I will continue to fight for more social and affordable housing in my community. 
I will continue to fight for the services that Ipswich West so desperately needs and I will continue to fight 
until the people of Ipswich West get the investment, the infrastructure and the respect that they deserve. 

Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (2.19 pm): I rise to address the cognate debate on the Appropriation 
(Parliament) Bill 2026, the Appropriation Bill 2026 and the Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in 
Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026. This state budget strengthens the foundations of the 
fresh start Queenslanders voted for in 2024. When Queenslanders elected the Crisafulli Liberal 
National Party state government they elected a government focused on the fundamentals, a 
government focused on responsible financial management, practical cost-of-living relief, safer 
communities, stronger health services and a clear plan for Queensland’s future, and that is exactly what 
this state budget delivers. Importantly, it does so without introducing a single new or increased tax.  

At a time when many Queensland families continue to face cost-of-living pressures, this state 
budget delivers practical support where it is needed most. It delivers a $700 million increase in 
cost-of-living relief, increases the Back to School Boost by 50 per cent to $150 per primary school 
student, locks in Play On! sports vouchers and, importantly, it permanently locks in the LNP’s 50-cent 
fares into law. Queenslanders know Labor treated 50-cent fares as little more than a pre-election sugar 
hit. In fact, Labor spent more on advertising the trial than planning for its long-term future. The reality is 
that Labor never funded the scheme beyond the trial period. In contrast, the Crisafulli Liberal National 
Party state government is permanently locking 50-cent fares into law, ensuring Queensland families 
can continue to rely on affordable public transport and preventing any future Labor government from 
hiking fares when households are already facing cost-of-living pressures. In my electorate of Moggill, 
under the LNP’s permanent 50-cent fares residents commuting five days a week are saving more than 
$1,630 a year, and that is genuine cost-of-living relief.  

This state budget also continues the Crisafulli LNP state government’s commitment to delivering 
the health services Queenslanders rely upon. This budget delivers a record $35.5 billion health budget, 
providing more free health care than ever before through additional health workers, more ambulances, 
expanded health services and the continued delivery of our Hospital Rescue Plan. Across Queensland 
that means new and expanded hospitals and thousands of additional beds to help ensure 
Queenslanders can access health care when and where they need it. For residents across the 
electorate of Moggill, particularly those living in Mount Crosby, Karana Downs and surrounding areas 
such as Chuwar, Karalee and Barellan Point, one of the most significant aspects of that investment is 
the continued expansion of the Ipswich Hospital under the Liberal National Party state government. 
Through the Liberal National Party’s Hospital Rescue Plan, we are delivering a new multistorey car 
park and a new 200-bed acute clinical services building at Ipswich Hospital, significantly expanding 
healthcare capacity and improving access to services for local patients and families. This investment 
will benefit communities right across the western corridor and demonstrates our commitment to 
strengthening frontline healthcare services for the future.  

Whilst these statewide measures are important, what matters most to local residents is whether 
governments actually deliver on the commitments they make. For residents across the electorate of 
Moggill, this state budget demonstrates that the commitments made before the 2024 state election were 
commitments we intended to keep. Before the election I said the LNP would be a government of action, 
I said we would take our commitment seriously and I said the Liberal National Party would deliver for 
the western suburbs of Brisbane. This state budget delivers and demonstrates exactly that.  
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It has been terrific to visit local sporting clubs, community organisations, environmental groups 
and volunteer organisations and see firsthand the positive impact that the delivery of our commitments 
is bringing to our local community. Whether it is the thousands of native trees now being planted through 
revegetation projects such as those undertaken by the Kholo Creek Catchment Group and the Pullen 
Pullen Catchment Group, the fantastic new barbeque trailer now in use at the Moggill Football Club, 
the significant investments supporting improvements at our local horse and pony clubs, the excellent 
new facilities and the refurbishments being undertaken through our $150,000 investment at the 
Brookfield Showgrounds or the stunning new commercial kitchen and equipment at the Mount Crosby 
Bowls Club, these projects are making a real difference in our local communities. These are practical 
investments that strengthen our community organisations, support volunteers and improve the facilities 
that local residents use every day. Importantly, they form part of the more than $1.3 million already 
allocated by the Crisafulli LNP state government to local sporting clubs, environmental organisations, 
volunteer groups and community facilities across the electorate of Moggill.  

This state budget also continues delivery of the significant commitments we made to local 
residents in the electorate of Moggill. We are continuing to progress the integrated road and public 
transport plan for the western suburbs of Brisbane. For too long local residents have experienced 
increasing congestion, pressure on local roads and a lack of coordinated, long-term transport planning. 
The Crisafulli LNP state government is changing that. Community consultation has been extensive and 
local residents have embraced the opportunity to help shape future transport priorities for our region.  

We are also continuing delivery of our $75 million commitment to improve safety and address 
the congestion at the Kenmore roundabout and Our Lady of the Rosary intersection. This remains one 
of the most important transport projects for the western suburbs, and local residents can be confident 
that this commitment remains firmly on track. We are also progressing the extension of the 444 bus 
service to the Moggill District Sports Park alongside delivery of a dedicated pathway connection to 
improve accessibility and safety for local residents. The Crisafulli LNP state government is also 
progressing planning and delivery of active transport improvements at the Moggill Road and Moordale 
Street intersection in Chapel Hill. This is a significant project that I have been advocating for.  

We are also progressing education and school infrastructure, which remains a key priority. We 
are already delivering a multimillion dollar investment at Kenmore State High School including the 
delivery of a new outdoor learning area. There is significant money allocated in this budget in relation 
to maintenance and improvement works across local schools. This budget also supports ongoing work 
with respect to the delivery of a community and neighbourhood centre for the electorate of Moggill. This 
will certainly provide additional opportunities for community connection with services and community 
organisations for residents right across the electorate of Moggill.  

From cost-of-living relief and health care through to transport infrastructure, school upgrades, 
community facilities and support for local organisations, this budget demonstrates that the Crisafulli 
LNP state government is delivering on the commitments we made to local residents. It is a state budget 
that delivers practical outcomes today while planning responsibly for the future.  

Earlier I heard the member for Ipswich West reference the Mount Crosby and Warrego Highway 
interchange. It is important that we put some facts on the table in relation to that interchange. This 
project was promised by Labor for $277 million, funded 50-50 between the state and federal 
governments. The Crisafulli LNP state government revealed in March 2025 that the budget had blown 
out to nearly $500 million because of Labor’s failures when in government. Labor’s inability to 
adequately fund this project and manage the planning has resulted in a significant unfunded cost 
blowout which impacts the ability to deliver this project in line with the original timeframe. Planning 
remains ongoing to determine the final cost, which will then inform decision-making and determine 
appropriate future procurement and construction milestones for the delivery of the project. Final 
construction scope, timeline and budget are subject to approval of the project’s obligations under the 
EPBC Act by the federal government and further budget discussions with the Albanese federal 
government.  

If the member for Ipswich West and the opposition actually understood the project they would 
know that it was their failures in government—their failures to work with the federal Albanese 
government, their failures to plan—that caused delays with respect to this project. It is related to the 
inability of the former state government and the federal Albanese government to get their act together. 
That is the simple reality of it. Those are the facts when it comes to that project.  
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In the meantime work is continuing on the Warrego Highway including on the Bremer River bridge 
strengthening works, which are happening on the ground right now despite Labor’s neglect and inaction 
during their time in government. That is simply the case. The people of Queensland know the failures 
of the former Labor government here in Queensland, of the Palaszczuk and Miles Labor government. 
They know of their failures to deliver projects on time and on budget. They know that is the case.  

Ms Grace interjected.  
Dr ROWAN: What the member for Ipswich West and many of those members opposite, including 

the member for McConnel, whom I can hear interjecting, need to do is get on to the federal Albanese 
government; they need to get onto Shayne Neumann, the federal member for Blair, and actually do the 
heavy lifting and the hard work and fund these projects properly.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, the Speaker has reviewed and approved my budget speech for 
incorporation. As such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated into the Record of 
Proceedings.  

The speech read as follows— 
Since coming to Government, the Crisafulli LNP State Government has been focused on delivering practical outcomes in the 
areas that matter most to Queenslanders, including cost of living relief, community safety, health, housing, education and 
infrastructure. 

This State Budget continues that work. 

It strengthens the foundations of the Fresh Start Queenslanders voted for in 2024 and demonstrates that responsible financial 
management and strong service delivery can go hand in hand. 

Importantly, it continues budget repair while maintaining lower debt, reducing deficits and returning the Budget to surplus, all 
while delivering these outcomes without introducing any new or increased taxes. 

At a time when Queensland families continue to face affordability pressures, this Budget delivers the largest ongoing cost of living 
relief package in Queensland’s history. 

Nearly $9.3 billion in cost of living support will be delivered in 2026-27 alone. 

In addition to permanent 50 cent fares, the increased Back to School Boost and Play On! Sports Vouchers, the Budget increases 
support through electricity rebates, freezes South East Queensland bulk water prices for two years, expands free kindergarten 
health checks and extends the boosted First Home Owner Grant. 

These are practical measures designed to support Queensland families and strengthen household budgets. 

This Budget also continues the Crisafulli LNP State Government’s commitment to making Queensland safer. 

Queenslanders voted for stronger laws, greater accountability and a renewed focus on community safety. 

The Government has responded through initiatives including Adult Crime, Adult Time, Daniel’s Law, stronger youth justice 
measures, increased support for victims and additional investment in frontline policing. 

The Budget builds on those reforms through a $7.2 billion investment in community safety, including more police, better resourced 
courts, targeted early intervention programs, domestic and family violence initiatives, child safety reforms and greater support for 
victims of crime. 

The Budget also delivers significant investment in child safety through the Keeping Our Kids Safe package, implementation of 
the In Plain Sight recommendations and establishment of a new Queensland Protection Commission. 

The Budget also delivers significant investment in housing and supporting more Queenslanders into home ownership. 

A total of $12.3 billion is being invested to unlock more land for homes, support social and community housing, assist first home 
buyers and support Queenslanders at risk of homelessness. 

This includes continued investment through the Residential Activation Fund, the Infrastructure Activation Fund, the Boost to Buy 
program and a record pipeline of social and affordable housing. 

Queensland’s future prosperity also depends upon investing in the infrastructure needed to support future generations. 

That is why this State Budget delivers a record $119.2 billion capital program over four years. 

This investment will support transport, health, education, energy and water infrastructure across Queensland while helping create 
jobs and strengthen economic growth. 

For local residents, this broader investment complements the delivery already underway across the electorate of Moggill. 

Whether through transport planning, school infrastructure, community facilities, environmental restoration projects or sporting 
infrastructure, the focus remains on delivering practical outcomes while planning responsibly for the future. 

As Assistant Minister to the Premier and Leader of the House, I also wish to acknowledge the appropriation of just over 
$154.8 million for the 2026-27 financial year to support the ongoing operations of the Legislative Assembly and Parliamentary 
Service. 
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The Parliament of Queensland remains one of our State’s most important democratic institutions. 

I take this opportunity to acknowledge the Speaker, the Clerk of the Parliament and all members of the Parliamentary Service for 
their professionalism, and invaluable contribution to the effective operation of this House. 

The work that is undertaken by the Queensland Parliamentary Service is fundamental to the functioning of representative 
democracy here in Queensland, and I wish to extend my appreciation for their work. 

In my capacity as Assistant Minister to the Premier and Leader of the House, I also have the privilege of engaging with many 
Queenslanders, community organisations and service groups across our State, including those within Queensland’s veterans 
and defence community. 

I am particularly proud of the Crisafulli LNP State Government’s continued support for veterans and their families through practical 
initiatives, including the Honouring our Veterans Program. 

Queensland’s veterans and broader defence community have made a remarkable contribution to our State and our nation, and 
it is important that governments continue to recognise that service and support their ongoing wellbeing. 

In that regard, I particularly would like to acknowledge Air Vice-Marshal Professor Hugh Bartholomeusz OAM RFD Retd, 
Chairman of the Reserve Forces Day Committee and the Australian Air Force Cadets National Council. 

I congratulate him, the organising committee and all participants on an outstanding Reserve Forces Day Parade and Recognition 
Ceremony held in Brisbane on Sunday. 

The event was a fitting recognition of the service and sacrifice of Australia’s Reservists and highlighted the ongoing contribution 
of veterans, serving personnel and cadets to our community. 

The 2026-27 State Budget strengthens the foundations of the Fresh Start Queenslanders voted for. 

It delivers practical cost of living relief. 

It invests in health, housing, education and infrastructure. 

It continues the task of making Queensland safer. 

It supports local communities, and it demonstrates that the Crisafulli LNP State Government is keeping its promises. 

For the electorate of Moggill, it means continued delivery of commitments, continued investment in local priorities and continued 
planning for the future. 

Most importantly, it means a Government that is listening to local communities, and delivering practical outcomes where they are 
needed most. 

I commend the Bills to the House. 

Mr RICHMOND (Stafford—ALP) (2.29 pm): This is not a boring budget; it is a bad budget. 
Queenslanders pay more and get less. It is a blowout budget with a burgeoning debt bomb; a budget 
that starves Stafford; a budget entirely lacking in ambition; a budget that reduces opportunity, curbs 
growth and undermines equity. In other words, it is an LNP budget. The Premier said that he called the 
snap Stafford by-election because he wanted Stafford to have a voice in the budget process. It seems 
that was just more spin. My Stafford budget submission was built on the thousands of conversations I 
had during the campaign and on the feedback from my Stafford budget community survey. Locals were 
clear about what they wanted. They wanted the 93 beds delivered at the Prince Charles. They wanted 
the Queensland Cancer Centre. They wanted the Gympie Road tunnel construction funded. They 
wanted their community sporting clubs funded to upgrade facilities for our growing community. They 
wanted better schools. They wanted more done on housing insecurity. They wanted frontline workers 
properly valued, starting with the withdrawal of the threatened pay cut to radiation therapists and a pay 
rise for teachers. In my budget submission— 

Mr Field: So why didn’t it happen 10 years ago? 
Mr RICHMOND: I take that interjection: because bargaining only happens every so often. In my 

budget submission to the Treasurer I spoke to a growing sense in my community that this LNP 
government is all talk and no action. This budget proves that point. Despite talking a good game about 
Stafford, it contains no new commitments for our community. Take the Prince Charles. There are glossy 
proclamations that it is being delivered, but the budget papers cannot answer three simple questions: 
how much has been allocated to the Prince Charles project in its own right; when will construction start; 
and when will it finish? Until the health minister can answer those questions, Stafford locals will see his 
bluff and bluster for what it is. The same goes for the Queensland Cancer Centre. I have been inundated 
with correspondence from constituents sharing their cancer journeys. Every one of them applauds the 
hardworking staff, but every one of them implores me to fight for the improved facilities that the Cancer 
Centre was meant to deliver, and this budget offers no clarity on the funding allocated, when 
construction will start or when it will finish. 
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The need for those beds is made abundantly clear in the budget papers. The health SDS reveals 
that when it comes to Metro North the performance of our hospitals has gone backwards, despite the 
heroic efforts of our staff. Across category 2, 3, 4 and 5 emergency department presentations a lower 
proportion of patients have been seen within the clinically recommended time. The percentage of 
patients being seen for their first specialist outpatient appointment has reduced across the board, with 
the most precipitous reduction across urgent category 1 patients. The median emergency department 
patient wait time has increased by 11 per cent compared to the year before. The median time for 
elective surgery has increased by more than six per cent and the number of patients who are in the 
emergency department who do not depart within four hours of their arrival has increased to more than 
half, with only 46 per cent of patients getting out of the ED within four hours. These statistics 
demonstrate two things: one, the trumpeted improvements in our health service are an illusion; and, 
two, the flow through our hospitals is bottlenecked by a deficiency of beds along with the need for more 
health workers. Putting the expansion of our hospitals into the never-never is only going to exacerbate 
the pressures on our health workers and lead to a deterioration in outcomes for patients. 

On the Gympie Road tunnel we did get some clarity. Sadly, it came from the Lord Mayor, not 
from this government. He admitted that the tunnel the LNP had told Stafford locals it was fully committed 
to would not even start until after the 2032 games. This week the transport minister had the chance to 
tell the House that the Lord Mayor was mistaken and to guarantee a pre-Olympics start. He did not. 
There appear to be no new commitments for our sporting clubs or local schools either, though I note 
that the budget papers are constructed in a deliberately oblique way. That tells you something about a 
government more concerned with itself than with the people it purports to represent. I am happy to be 
corrected if there is a single new commitment in these budget papers. 

When it comes to housing insecurity, the LNP has no real plan. In the short time I have been the 
member for Stafford I have already seen the toll that that insecurity is taking on locals. One woman in 
my electorate was forced on to the street after fleeing family and domestic violence. Her abusive partner 
destroyed her belongings, including irreplaceable family memories. She has been living in and out of 
her car and moving between her sister’s social housing home in Stafford and her sons’ homes on the 
Sunshine Coast. She has been seeking temporary crisis accommodation and has not been able to get 
any. She is also seeking permanent social housing placement and, despite repeated conversations 
with the relevant agencies, nothing has happened. I have written to the minister and I hope for a 
resolution, but her story is an insight into just how dire things have become. Queenslanders do not 
expect the government to wave a magic wand and fix all of these problems that are deeply complex, 
but they do expect it to do everything it can. In this budget it is clear that more can be done. 

This budget offers no respite for the frontline workers locked in an ongoing battle for 
acknowledgement, respect and dignity. There is nothing in this budget to suggest the government will 
shift its position on the agreement that has Queensland’s radiation therapists staring down a 25 per 
cent pay cut, while other health professionals party to that agreement are left in limbo, with no prospect 
of an interim pay rise. The government crows about its investment in bricks and mortar schools, but 
when it comes to the beating heart of our education system—our teachers—it subjects them to an 
elongated arbitration process that is denying them an interim pay rise. The LNP talks a good game 
about respecting the front line, but its actions tell a different story. It sees our nurses, our teachers, our 
paramedics and our allied health workers as a cost to be minimised. Labor sees them as one of 
Queensland’s greatest assets. 

This is a budget from a government this is addicted to spin, spending millions of taxpayer dollars 
to tell people that halfway through its term it is somehow still a new government. It is a deeply ideological 
budget from a deeply ideological government—a government that believes in trickle-down economics, 
a government that is hostile to public ownership, a government that governs for vested interests, not 
for Queensland’s interests. How else do you explain the choices of this government and this budget? 
On housing, the government has instructed developers to leave affordable housing out of new 
developments and open the door to big developer donations. On energy, it has scrapped public 
ownership requirements for renewable energy assets, sacrificing a comparative advantage that 
Queensland spent years building—and, I would argue, leading to privatisation by stealth. On the 
services that matter most, it is hollowing out the universal education and health systems that are the 
bedrock of social mobility and economic opportunity in this state. It is reportedly handing over hundreds 
of millions of dollars to multinational mining companies in royalty deferrals and then crying poor to 
workers on the front line. It is reportedly playing footsy with multinationals on the royalty regime—the 
very regime that has funded real cost-of-living relief and infrastructure that underwrites our future 
prosperity. 
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This government believes that prosperity trickles down from the top—that if you look after the 
privileged few the wealth will eventually find its way to everybody else. Labor believes the opposite. We 
believe that opportunity is built from the ground up. We believe that the wealth of this state has always 
been created by the talent and work of ordinary Queenslanders and that the job of government is to 
build the platform on which that talent can flourish. It appears that those opposite use public funds to 
help out multinational resource companies while we believe that resources belong to every 
Queenslander and should be reinvested here. They see public ownership as something to be quietly 
stripped away. We see public assets that can be put to work lowering bills and powering new industries. 

Those opposite walk into bargaining with our teachers and our health professionals and see a 
line on a balance sheet. We see the people who hold our communities together. The longer the LNP 
stays in government, the more our state’s opportunity and prosperity will be concentrated in the hands 
of the privileged few rather than being shared among every Queenslander from every walk of life who 
helped generate it. It is one thing to adopt a trickle-down agenda that curbs social mobility and reduces 
opportunity. It takes a special kind of government to deliver austerity and stealth privatisation and 
ballooning debt and a credit rating doom loop all at the same time. Under the financial mismanagement 
of those opposite, the state’s debt will hit $216.5 billion, despite their insistence at the election the debt 
would always be lower under the LNP. The promised savings on consultants and contractors have not 
materialised, just as we predicted. Their promise to run projects on time and on budget has manifested 
in a refusal to give us a timeline or a budget. They say that they will reach a surplus, conveniently just 
after the next election, but we all know that it rests on heroic assumptions, deluded thinking and, as the 
Australian says, radical optimism. 

Put that alongside the LNP’s equivocation on coal royalties—their refusal to ask onshore gas 
exporters to put a shoulder to the wheel and pay their fair share—and the picture is clear. Their refusal 
to manage projects and make the tough decisions is steering the state towards a credit rating death 
spiral. This is a budget that lays the framework for a decade of decline. Less investment in public energy 
assets means higher power prices as legacy generators progressively go offline. The neglect of health 
and education undermines outcomes for Queenslanders today and hollows out the workforce we will 
need for tomorrow. Skyrocketing housing costs and a refusal to mandate affordable homes in state 
facilitated developments push people away from the very places where opportunity is concentrated and 
delays to vital transport infrastructure isolate families and strike at the heart of our productivity.  

It does not have to be this way. Queensland has a golden decade in front of it, if we are willing 
to grasp it. It starts with a simple proposition: that we build opportunity rather than wait for it to trickle 
down. We should keep our energy generation in public hands, including the new assets that are yet to 
come online. Public ownership is not in and of itself an end; it is a lever. Used well, a publicly owned 
generator is one of the most powerful economic tools our state can have. It helps us guarantee reliable, 
affordable clean power to the industries we want to attract. The government is crowing about falling 
power prices right now. The truth is that those falls are a product of the hard, difficult work done by the 
former Labor government, not by anyone opposite.  

When we properly value our teachers we can give every child the best possible start, just like we 
can if we value our healthcare workers. We can help build a skilled, confident workforce this state can 
rely on for decades. If we make housing genuinely affordable, every Queenslander can live, work and 
reach their potential in the place they love. That is why the announcements of the Leader of the 
Opposition this week mean so much. Our plan to waive vehicle registration for priority construction 
workers and the small business supervisors who take them on will be genuinely transformative. It lowers 
the barrier for a young person to pick up a trade, build a career and build the state at the same time.  

Our plan to give back renters the interest they earn on their bond will help people reach the dream 
of owning their own home. The McKell Institute’s modelling shows a single bond could grow between 
$6,500 and $14,500 over 15 to 20 years. For a generation locked out of home ownership that could be 
the start of a deposit, a buffer against an unexpected bill or a top-up to their superannuation. We will 
revive the portable bond scheme this government abandoned so that a renter’s bond follows them from 
one home to the next, instead of forcing them to find a second bond before the first is even returned. It 
makes moving cheaper, easier and less stressful. That matters, because no-one should be trapped or 
kept away from work, family and opportunity simply because they cannot afford to move. These two 
plans work together. The renters we help save are the Queenslanders who want a home of their own 
and the apprentices that we back are the tradies that will help build those homes. It is a straightforward, 
commonsense plan that delivers equity and actually creates opportunity. We back the people and small 
businesses who build and we back the people who are trying to get ahead.  
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This is the choice this budget puts before Queensland: a government that believes prosperity 
trickles down from the top and a Labor opposition that knows opportunity is built from the ground up; a 
government that sees our workers, our public assets and our resources as costs to be cut and wealth 
to be traded away and a Labor opposition that sees them as the foundations of a golden decade. The 
people of Stafford asked for a budget with ambition for our community. They did not get one, but they 
placed their faith in me to fight for it. I will continue standing up for Stafford.  

Mr CHIESA (Hinchinbrook—LNP) (2.43 pm): I rise to speak in support of the 2026-27 budget. 
This is a budget that delivers relief Queenslanders can rely on, with no new or increased taxes. It 
continues repairing the state’s finances, while investing in the services and infrastructure 
Queenslanders need. It delivers a pathway back to surplus, better services through a stronger economy 
and the largest infrastructure pipeline in Queensland’s history. Most importantly for me as the new 
member for Hinchinbrook, this budget delivers on the commitments I made to the people I represent. 
At the by-election I said I would fight for safer communities, to get Northern Beaches traffic moving, to 
improve safety and flood resilience on the Bruce Highway, to get better health services, to have more 
housing-enabling infrastructure and for action on Port Hinchinbrook. This budget backs those 
commitments and it shows that the Crisafulli government does what it says it will do. After Labor’s 
decade of decline, the people of Hinchinbrook are asking for a government to listen, understand the 
issues on the ground and get on with the job.  

I want to start with roads, because roads are one of the biggest issues raised with me across my 
electorate. The Bruce Highway is the spine of our state and region. It connects our communities, carries 
freight, supports agriculture and tourism and links families to school, work, sport and health services. 
In Hinchinbrook road safety and flood resilience are critical. The Gairloch Floodway to Ripple Creek 
section is a clear example. Locals know what it means when that part of the Bruce Highway is cut. 
Freight is held up, small businesses are impacted and emergency responses become more difficult. 
This budget includes funding for major flood resilience and safety works between Gairloch Floodway 
and Ripple Creek on the Bruce Highway because this work is essential and locals have called for this 
for decades. It funds Bruce Highway safety upgrades between Ingham and Townsville and between 
Ingham and Innisfail, including pavement widening and safety works.  

In the Northern Beaches growth has not kept pace with the infrastructure required. Families feel 
that every day in traffic. That is why investment in the Northern Beaches Trunk Road Infrastructure 
Package matters. It includes Svensson Road—another connection point to the Bruce Highway; the 
extension of North Shore Boulevard; and trunk infrastructure to support residential development and 
ease congestion on Mount Low Parkway. The Woolcock Street and North Shore Boulevard intersection 
is another pressure point that needs action. These works should have been started a decade ago, but 
this budget includes funding to start the detailed planning and get it done right.  

There is a major commitment on Point Hinchinbrook. For too long the people of Cardwell and the 
wider region have lived with uncertainty, neglect and missed opportunity. After a decade of inaction, 
Port Hinchinbrook became a symbol of what happens when governments do not make tough decisions 
or do not follow through. This budget changes that, with a total commitment of $64 million for the Port 
Hinchinbrook Revitalisation Project. That is real money, real action and real progress. Port Hinchinbrook 
is not just a marina; it is a gateway to Hinchinbrook Island, the reef, tourism, small businesses and jobs. 
Bringing it back to life has benefits well beyond Cardwell. It supports the tourism potential of the whole 
Hinchinbrook region and opportunities between Townsville and Cairns. It means confidence for local 
businesses, support for our tourism operators and better access for boaties and fishers, families and 
visitors. The community has been waiting for action for a very long time.  

This budget also delivers for health. Ingham Health Service is receiving a new CT scanner so 
more people can access important diagnostic services closer to home. There is funding for staff 
accommodation at the Ingham Health Service because regional health care depends on a workforce. 
If we want doctors, nurses and health professionals in our communities, we need to make it easier for 
them to live there. For Hinchinbrook residents who rely on Townsville University Hospital, this budget 
continues our major investment in Townsville health services.  

Housing is front and centre. In Hinchinbrook, investment in trunk infrastructure at Toobanna, 
Ingham and the Northern Beaches—including sewer pump stations and rising mains—will support 
future residential development. These projects may not sound glamorous but they are essential in 
enabling infrastructure that unlocks land, supports growth and helps deliver more homes.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_144335
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_144335
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The cost of living remains a real pressure for families and small businesses. This budget invests 
in the Energy Roadmap because affordable, reliable and sustainable power matters. Passing on lower 
power prices in full to Ergon customers means regional households are expected to see savings of 
around seven per cent and small businesses around eight per cent.  

The budget includes the Back to School Boost of $150 for every primary school student and locks 
in the $200 FairPlay vouchers because in Hinchinbrook we love our schools, we love our small 
businesses and we love our sport. On community safety, this budget backs the commitments we took 
to the election for more frontline police, Polair services and upgraded police facilities. There are 
important local commitments across the electorate, including: Wallaman Falls; Cardwell land and sea 
rangers; works at TAFE; and upgrades to Vince Corbett Park and the Ingham tennis courts. Budgets 
are about priorities. This budget says Hinchinbrook matters. It says Cardwell matters. It says the Herbert 
River district matters. It says Tully matters and the northern suburbs of Townsville matter. Most 
importantly, it delivers on the commitment I took to the by-election.  

In November the Hinchinbrook community voted for a seat at the government table, and this 
budget is what that looks like. This is a budget that proves we are listening, acting and doing what we 
said we would do.  

The Speaker has reviewed and approved the remainder of my speech on the budget for 
incorporation. As such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of 
Proceedings. 

The speech read as follows— 

Speaker, that is the high-level summary of what this Budget means for Hinchinbrook, but I now want to drill further into the detail. 

The strength of this Budget is that it does not just announce big statewide figures and expect regional Queenslanders to be 
satisfied. It backs practical projects, local services and regional infrastructure that make a real difference in people’s lives. 

We have talked about investment in major works on the Bruce Highway between Gairloch and Ripple Creek, as well as targeted 
safety upgrades between Townsville and Innisfail, but this Budget also recognises the importance of disaster recovery and 
resilience, including reconstruction works on Mount Spec Road. 

We live with floods, cyclones, heavy rain and road closures. Stronger roads and better recovery works mean communities can 
reconnect faster, businesses can get moving again sooner, and emergency services can do their job more safely. I want to thank 
the residents of Paluma and Hidden Valley for their patience, and I look forward to works continuing and being completed. 

The same principle applies to transport planning in the Northern Beaches. The Northern Beaches has grown quickly, and 
infrastructure has not always kept pace. That is why the work around Svensson Road, North Shore Boulevard and the wider 
trunk road package matters. These investments support housing growth, reduce congestion, improve safety and provide better 
connections to the Bruce Highway. They are practical, growth-enabling investments. 

Housing is another area where the detail matters. The Residential Activation Fund has been doubled to $1 billion, with half of 
that going to regional Queensland. I look forward to projects in Hinchinbrook being funded to help increase land supply in what 
is one of Queensland’s fastest growing regions. 

Housing supply affects every part of regional life. It affects whether young people can stay in their home towns. It affects whether 
local businesses can attract workers. It affects whether hospitals can recruit staff. It affects whether families can build a future in 
the communities they love. 

Health is another major focus. 

Along with the new CT scanner at Ingham Health Service and staff accommodation in Ingham, I also welcome the increase to 
the Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme. 

For regional Queenslanders, health care is not just about whether a service exists somewhere in the state. It is about whether 
people can actually get to that service when they need it. Patients in communities like Hinchinbrook often need to travel to 
Townsville, Cairns or Brisbane for specialist appointments, treatment, surgery or follow-up care. 

That travel comes at a cost. That is why increasing the fuel subsidy from 34 cents to 45 cents per kilometre is a practical and 
important step. It recognises the reality of living in regional Queensland and helps ease the burden on patients and families. 

For the many Hinchinbrook residents who rely on Townsville University Hospital, this Budget also continues major investment in 
Townsville health services. Townsville is the major referral centre for North Queensland, and investment in its capacity supports 
patients across the region. 

Community safety is also a priority. 

During the by-election, people raised crime and community safety with me regularly. They wanted stronger consequences, better 
support for victims, and police with the resources they need. They also understood that stronger laws must be backed by a 
system with the capability to enforce them. 
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This Budget supports that broader safety agenda through more frontline police, POLAIR services, remotely piloted aircraft 
systems, essential equipment and upgraded police facilities. Stage two of the Kirwan Police Facility is especially important for 
North Queensland, because strong police infrastructure in Townsville supports surrounding communities as well. 

Community safety is not just about one announcement. It is about stronger laws, more police, early intervention, better 
rehabilitation, victim support and community confidence. This Budget invests across that system. 

I also want to acknowledge the smaller local projects in this Budget, because they matter. 

Investment in Wallaman Falls visitor facilities supports one of our region’s great natural attractions and helps strengthen tourism. 
The Indigenous Land and Sea Ranger Program in Cardwell supports environmental stewardship, local knowledge and care for 
country. School maintenance and minor works across Hinchinbrook schools support students, teachers and school communities. 
Ingham TAFE maintenance supports training and skills. Support for the Ingham Tennis Association and upgrades at Vince 
Corbett Park strengthen local sport and community life. 

Speaker, these projects may vary in size, but they all matter because they all contribute to stronger communities. 

This Budget says regional Queensland matters. It says Hinchinbrook matters. It says our roads, our hospitals, our schools, our 
housing, our police, our tourism assets and our local communities deserve investment. 

At the by-election, I said I would be a strong voice for Hinchinbrook. This Budget shows that work is underway. 

There is more to do, and I will keep fighting for our fair share. But this Budget is a strong step forward. It delivers relief 
Queenslanders can rely on. It invests in safer communities. It strengthens health services. It supports housing. It backs roads 
and infrastructure. It delivers for regional Queensland. 

Most importantly, it delivers for Hinchinbrook. 

Mr J KELLY (Greenslopes—ALP) (2.49 pm): This is a truly historic budget. The Treasurer has 
created history by spending more and delivering less. He has managed to create a budget where even 
the biggest fans of the LNP at the Courier-Mail can only point out that at the core of this budget is the 
admission that the Crisafulli LNP’s plan is that there is no plan. They loved it so much they went on to 
say that this is the work of a tinkering Treasurer whose budget makes no difference to anyone’s life. 
This budget was so bad— 

Mrs Nightingale: How bad?  

Mr J KELLY: It was so bad they did not want to hear the reply. How many times did they interject? 
How much abuse of process went on in here yesterday? It was absolutely and utterly disgraceful. It 
was an absolute display of student politics at its worst. Then we had the education minister come in 
here and, under the guise of a ministerial statement, engage again in the debate of this very budget. 
What another abuse of power that was. I can only presume the reason those opposite are incorporating 
their speeches is that this budget is so bad and delivers nothing for the LNP electorates they have 
nothing to say. By the Treasurer’s own admission, there are no highlights in this budget—and there will 
be no highlighters. I would like to bring to the attention of the House that the minister responsible for 
the highlighter ban is herself very proficient and loves to use a good highlighter. I table this for the 
benefit of the House. The finance minister loves having documents that are fully highlighted. 
Tabled paper: Photograph depicting the Minister for Finance, Trade, Employment and Training, Hon. Ros Bates, in the Legislative 
Assembly [1130]. 

The big savings in this budget were predicted to be funded by reductions in the cost of 
consultants, but they have evaporated. They have evaporated more quickly than those cost-of-living 
measures that were announced with great fanfare on Sunday. Someone forgot to turn on the freezer 
and, before the ink on the budget was even dry, by Wednesday the water rebates had evaporated. At 
least we got to see the water minister talking tough about bringing in legislation. How about instead of 
all of that grandstanding the minister speaks to the Treasurer about putting some real cost-of-living 
measures in the budget? That might be better than talking tough.  

In the same announcement, the government made a big noise about including declining 
electricity prices in the budget as a cost-of-living relief. I thought when I heard the finance minister 
claiming that the LNP had saved Skilling Queenslanders for Work that I had heard the most gross 
example of the LNP handing in Labor’s homework, but then I heard about the electricity prices. The 
prices have dropped due to state and federal Labor government investments in renewable energy—
investments that the LNP at all levels has opposed and frustrated at every single opportunity. The future 
National Party leader, Colin Boyce, has been fairly clear on his views on this matter. I am pretty sure 
we all know that his views are not held in isolation. Now that they are in government, the state LNP are 
doing everything they can to drive new renewable energy investments out of the state.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_144931
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1130
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_144931
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I want to spend a few moments talking about the budget as it applies to my electorate. Those 
opposite put together a map on all of the budget measures that were in my electorate. I will table it for 
the benefit of the House.  
Tabled paper: Bundle of documents regarding the electorate of Greenslopes and the Department of Housing and Public Works’ 
Resilient Homes Fund [1131]. 

My electorate map has one dot—one measly dot. Do members know what I love about this dot? 
I blew it up and I will read from it. That dot points out that we are getting money from the Resilient 
Homes Fund. That fund is to help you when your house floods. I want to point out what my electorate 
is called. It is called Greenslopes. It is not Greenponds or Greenvalley; it is called Greenslopes. It is 
called Greenslopes because there are lots of hills. I can take members to the two or three houses that 
flood. I go there every time that happens.  

Mrs Nightingale: Seven million bucks coming their way!  

Mr J KELLY: We are going to get a lot of work done on those houses. The funniest thing about 
this dot is that they have put it about 50 metres from where we do need something in the electorate of 
Greenslopes. We need a fence at Greenslopes State School to keep kids safe, to stop them from getting 
out onto Logan Road. When we went to the education department and said we need this fence to keep 
kids safe, they told us they do not build fences to keep kids in. They are not interested in keeping kids 
safe.  

Mr O’Connor: Where were you for the last 10 years?  
Mr J KELLY: I will tell honourable members where I was. I was getting stuff into every single one 

of the schools in my electorate. Every single sporting club in my electorate got funding. We got funding 
for new classrooms, new sporting fields, new playgrounds, new fences, air conditioning and solar 
panels. We got stuff into every single school because we had a couple of great education ministers. I 
will tell members where else I was. I was getting money into every single sporting club in my electorate.  

I want to contrast that with what those opposite have done in this budget. They have not done 
anything in this budget. They have dressed up something they did in the last budget and claimed it 
again in this budget. That is what they have done for sporting clubs in my electorate. They have given 
these clubs some money, but they have not given them enough money to do the projects so the projects 
will never go ahead. That does not stop them spending $10,000 a month on billboards in my electorate 
to promote the fact that they are not going to do anything. All that the sporting clubs are getting out of 
this budget is thousands of dollars wasted on billboards.  

The cyclists of Greenslopes are very unhappy with this budget. Last year we at least had the 
farce of having the velobridge at Birdwood Road left in the budget. They took the numbers off it and 
took away any suggestion that there might be a start date to it, even though I have written to the minister 
many times asking when the start date is. They have now completely and utterly removed it from the 
budget. That is the LNP doing what they do well: cutting. The velobridge is a very important link in the 
Veloway. That is a very important piece of cycling infrastructure. Tens of thousands of cyclists use that 
infrastructure. It services many parts of the south side and the east side. We have a dangerous crossing 
upgrade which we had funded and was ready to go and the government has pulled the funding. We will 
have cyclists being less safe as they try to get to work and home. Also, it slows down the traffic at that 
very important intersection.  

There is some good news in this budget, but it does not come without some degree of cruelty. I 
have spoken in this House about the tenancy support service that was being offered by Zig Zag Young 
Women’s Resource Centre. They support young women who have been victims of sexual assault. 
Remember the government’s keeping Queenslanders safe? A very important part of that is getting 
women and their kids into sustainable tenancies. There was no certainty on this funding. They could 
not get a response from the minister. The minute I gave a speech in this House and went public with it 
on social media, lo and behold the minister’s office picked up the funding. The resource centre did not 
find out until two days ago that they had that funding locked in. They were thinking they would have to 
sack staff on 1 July. I am pleased they finally got that funding. I say to those opposite: pick up your 
game. Non-profits should not be treated with such disrespect and disdain. They do a really good job.  

I want to talk about the health portfolio because I am passionate about it. Yesterday the member 
for Miller outlined many important issues. In this budget there is a reduction in funding for palliative 
care. That is disgraceful. We have had a hospice on the Sunshine Coast fall over, and another hospice 
in this state is in deep financial trouble. 

https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1131
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I sat through the voluntary assisted dying debate in this chamber and I heard LNP speaker after 
LNP speaker declare their support and strong preference for palliative care. Many who voted against it 
said they did so because there were not adequate palliative care services in this state. Members know 
what I did in that debate and they know of my commitment to palliative care. It seems to me that that 
was just more words from the Premier and his team. It is a disgrace that they can stand in this place 
and declare their commitment, passion and ethical preference for something but then fail when it comes 
to funding. I think that is really disgraceful. It is probably one of the most disgraceful things about this 
budget. However, there is something else that matches that, in my opinion.  

Sadly, a number of very high-profile people have been afflicted with a terrible and difficult 
disease, motor neurone disease. Having cared for some people with that disease, I know it is a very 
challenging disease and one that people who suffer from it really struggle with. I want to acknowledge 
all of the people who live with MND and give them hope that there is research and treatment and that 
people are trying to do things. When these very high-profile people were in the media, the Premier was 
fast to get on to social media and pledge Queensland’s support. That is a good thing, I guess. Sadly, 
this budget is devoid of anything so there has been no follow-through. I have been contacted by many 
people in the MND community who felt this has been a betrayal of what they thought was going to 
happen after they saw the posts. The MND and Me Foundation and the very fine MND Queensland are 
two great organisations that do great work providing direct care and raising huge amounts of money for 
research. Perhaps they thought they might be given some help and support but, sadly, this budget 
contains nothing for people with motor neurone disease.  

I was contacted by the Leukaemia Foundation. They expressed their disappointment at not 
getting any funding for the Queensland Cancer Centre. I worked in cancer services at the Royal 
Brisbane Hospital for over 30 years and my wife continues to work in cancer services in Queensland. 
This budget could have been a real game changer for cancer care in Queensland.  

I could see that members opposite did not want to listen to the budget reply speech and that was 
because there was so much great stuff in it. There were so many fantastic things. The housing issues 
paper is getting a great reception in my community. The work on the portable bonds has been welcomed 
in Coorparoo and Greenslopes. People are sick and tired of the dodgy statistics they are being fed 
around community safety. They would welcome a community safety statistics bureau. They want real 
action and real data. They do not want the dodgy data that is being served up to them. They are sick 
and tired of being told they are safer and that crime is going down when, in fact, the experience of 
houses being burgled et cetera continues.  

Certainly people in my electorate and I welcome our support for small businesses, particularly 
with free rego. Getting young people into trades is so important. We have to get people into trades. I 
know businesspeople in places such as Mount Gravatt and Holland Park will welcome that support.  

As someone who set up the Greenslopes Reconciliation Action Group in my community, I know 
people are absolutely stoked at the proposed increase in funding announced for multicultural groups 
and First Nations groups. It shows that you can bring the community together. I give a shout-out to and 
acknowledge all of the volunteers from the Reconciliation Action Group, the Ukrainian Community of 
Queensland, the Maronite community, the Jewish community and all of the great volunteers who run 
the Greenslopes Latino festival, which is coming up. Everyone should get along to that. It is fantastic.  

Whether you are talking about what this budget does for my community or for the people who 
rely on Queensland Health, and it does not matter where you are talking about, right across Queensland 
we have had 18 months of neglect, mismanagement and broken promises. If it does anything, this 
budget takes that neglect and mismanagement and those broken promises and locks them in. If this 
mob stays in power then it will make that permanent but we will be working every day to ensure that 
that does not happen.  

Mr DILLON (Gregory—LNP) (3.04 pm): At the outset, I want to state the extreme excitement I 
have at a budget that actually delivers for the electorate of Gregory. For so long, the largest electorate 
in this wonderful state of Queensland had been overlooked. Therefore, I begin my contribution by 
thanking the entire cabinet, led by Premier David Crisafulli, and the budget team, led by Treasurer 
David Janetzki, for what has been a budget that has been overwhelmingly well received across my 
electorate and across the whole state.  

Considering that the Minister for Health is in the chamber, I want to single out two of the biggest 
wins for the people in Gregory through his health portfolio. The first win is the $22.3 million project, with 
$11.45 million to be spent commencing 2026-27, to finally deliver, after Labor refused point-blank and 
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without reason, renal dialysis capacity at the Emerald Hospital. That will benefit not only Emerald 
residents but also residents of the entire Central Highlands, saving people hundreds of kilometres in 
return journeys to either Mackay or Rockhampton. That is a terrific infrastructure initiative that will 
deliver real health benefits for the people of the Central Highlands and the Central Queensland region.  

The second win is the major uplift in the Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme. Labor have said that 
we have not done enough and that we should have done more. They did nothing. The subsidy rate is 
45 cents a kilometre. Over the next 18 months to two years, as we undertake the major investment in 
the Emerald Hospital for renal dialysis, people will still need to travel to Rockhampton. People will 
benefit from not only a 45-cents-a-kilometre subsidy but also a more timely reimbursement of their 
payments. I think that point has been overlooked by those opposite and, indeed, perhaps even by some 
in the broader community. I want to highlight the process improvement that the health minister has 
secured, with funding in this budget, to ensure the money people pay out of their own pockets is 
returned to them as promptly as possible.  

Mr Nicholls: Seven days. 
Mr DILLON: In seven days; I take the interjection from the health minister. That is a vast 

improvement on the current process. When the health minister took over the portfolio, I know he 
dedicated a lot of resources to clearing the backlog that existed in some cases and to shorten it to then 
allowable timeframes. Often in an electorate such as Gregory where we have smaller health facilities, 
health services were overlooked. However, in the Crisafulli government’s second budget it is centre 
stage for us in Gregory.  

I refer to the smallest communities in Gregory and I will start with the community of Tambo, which 
is one of the very small communities in the Central West. In this budget, there is a massive investment 
in Tambo with $405,000 over three years as part of the Residential Activation Fund for the upgrade to 
the Charles Street and Arthur Street property development. It is a wonderful opportunity to unlock new 
homes in one of my smallest communities. On top of that, there is Beef Roads funding for the 
Alpha-Tambo Road to seal the unsealed road to the north of town, which is the major property ingress 
for cattle heading south, emergency service vehicles and school students attending the school in 
Tambo.  

While talking about Tambo, I congratulate the education minister for the wonderful upgrade to 
the prep and kindergarten playground. Not only did he invest there; he invested in amenities at 
Windorah, which is definitely one of my smaller communities. I use the examples of both Tambo and 
Windorah to highlight that Gregory is receiving investment in both our largest urban centre, with a major 
health infrastructure upgrade at Emerald Hospital, right through to Tambo and Windorah in the Central 
and South-West regions with essential upgrades to roads, town streets and our educational facilities. 
Not only are we investing in new educational facilities; we are also clearing the backlog of maintenance 
that was neglected for so long by those opposite.  

I now turn to frontline health workers and public servants who work throughout the electorate of 
Gregory. For so long, they had been taken for granted and not given the due respect they deserve. We 
can show fundamental respect to a public servant by giving them decent accommodation. Only a few 
short weeks ago, I was very proud to represent the health minister in opening 10 accommodation outlets 
for Queensland Health staff in Longreach. This budget delivers nine new government employee 
housing opportunities in Longreach in the 2026-27 year.  

I thank the housing minister, Minister O’Connor, and all of our ministers who recognise that 
investing in homes is not just infrastructure; it is investing in our people, in the frontline people who will 
continue to deliver for us right across the electorate of Gregory.  

I commend what has been not just a foundation-strengthening budget but a transformational 
budget for those of us in Gregory who have been neglected for 10 years, minus a couple and then 
20-plus years before that. This is a premier, a treasurer and a cabinet that truly understands that 
investing in our regions strengthens those regions and therefore strengthens the wonderful state of 
Queensland.  

Mrs NIGHTINGALE (Inala—ALP) (3.10 pm): I have the privilege this afternoon of being able to 
rise to speak to this budget—a budget that promised so much but has delivered so little. It is the 2026-27 
budget, but one could be forgiven for not knowing what budget it was. From the outset, this is a budget 
of bad news and blowouts—a budget that will cost Queenslanders more and give them less. The 
Premier said that his word would mean something. It turns out that the fine print was written in 
disappearing ink.  
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In my electorate, people are struggling with the priorities of their own budgets. They are talking 
about how hard it is to get through the week. They are talking about rent they cannot afford, power bills 
they cannot keep up with and grocery prices that continue to climb. They expected this budget to 
respond to those challenges. I speak to families who are skipping meals so their children can eat. 
Queenslanders were promised relief for as long as the crisis lasts. Well, the crisis is still here, but 
Queenslanders have discovered that the Premier’s election commitments have a shorter life span than 
a carton of milk. There is simply no meaningful support for the millions of Queenslanders doing it tough 
right now, and that is why this budget fails families.  

At the same time, this is a government that is taking more while giving less. Government revenue 
is increasing, stamp duty is rising alongside housing prices and royalties continue to flow, yet the only 
place my community can see money being spent is on advertising, and people are sick and tired of 
seeing this government waste their money—this, coming from a Premier who promised Queenslanders 
that he would respect their money. If only this government knew how to do that or how to prioritise. This 
is a government that can always find money to tell Queenslanders what it is doing, but there is not 
enough money to do it. It is another slap in the face for Queenslanders who have to prioritise every day, 
deciding which bills they can pay and which bills have to wait.  

For many families, the biggest bill of all is housing. The biggest source of anxiety is not what to 
put in their shopping cart; it is whether they will still have a roof over their head in six months time. 
Families are struggling to find a place to live, and renters are facing increasing costs and uncertainty. 
They are living with the constant fear of another rent increase and another move. People who have 
always done the right thing are now facing homelessness. I thank the Inala Housing Service Centre for 
the great work they do in very difficult circumstances.  

Meanwhile, the LNP have taken an axe to social and affordable housing targets while accepting 
developer donations. All my community has seen from this government is attempts to claim Labor 
housing projects as their achievements. Just because you slap a big blue sign on a project does not 
mean you achieved it, and people in Inala know it. They know that they deserve more than this 
government is offering. That is why Labor will deliver a portable rental bond scheme—this will allow 
renters to transfer their bond when they move—and it will return the interest earned on those bonds 
back into their pockets. This is practical support that recognises the reality renters are facing.  

Labor also knows that we cannot build more houses without enough tradies in the construction 
industry, yet under the LNP the number of trade apprentices and trainees in training has fallen by 
around five per cent since 2024. It is why a future Labor government will waive rego fees for priority 
trade apprentices for the length of their training. To encourage more family and small businesses to 
take on an apprentice, we will waive rego for their workplace supervisor, too. These are practical 
measures that support both housing supply and workforce participation. If we are serious about building 
more homes and delivering the infrastructure we need, we need the workforce to do it.  

Unfortunately, when it comes to infrastructure delivery, this government is failing on that promise, 
too. The same pattern of broken promises carries through when we look at infrastructure and transport. 
Queenslanders were promised delivery of generational infrastructure. What they have received is 
generational waiting times. When the LNP says ‘on budget’, Queenslanders are now asking a very 
simple question: which budget? Across Queensland, projects are being pushed back, rescoped or 
deferred all together. In my own electorate, the Glenala State High School Go for Gold project is a great 
example. This was designed to elevate the opportunity of children in the Inala electorate to achieve 
their 2032 Olympic dreams. Students, parents and the school community were promised delivery. 
Instead, they are still waiting on a project that should have been completed last year. At this rate, 
students might strike gold themselves before they ever see the Go for Gold project completed. Another 
cohort will be graduating without the benefit of this project.  

There is something that is worth talking about in this budget—that is, the decision to lock in 
Labor’s 50-cent fares. We introduced them in 2024 and, together with thousands of Queenslanders, 
successfully campaigned to ensure they became permanent. However, cheap fares do not fix the 
system if the services are not there. In our suburbs, recent infill development has placed increased 
pressure on public transport, and the recent Brisbane City Council bus review has failed to provide 
solutions. So, too, has this government failed.  

There is nothing in this budget for the planning or delivery of much needed community and 
transport infrastructure in our growing suburbs. People are still waiting for better access to Richlands 
station. They are still waiting for a real plan from this government to deal with congestion on the 
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Centenary Motorway. The former Labor government had a plan for the Centenary corridor and we are 
ready and waiting for the next stage of planning, but once again there is nothing to see in this budget. 
Those delays mean people sit longer in traffic, spend less time at home with their families and feel the 
pressure of longer commutes every day. People are not asking for slogans and blue posters on walls 
of restrooms; they are asking to get to work on time and home to their families sooner. When it takes a 
student two or three hours to get to university, it costs them not only time but also shifts, income and 
opportunity. 

On health, people were told the system would improve, waitlists would come down and the 
pressure on emergency departments would ease, but the experience on the ground tells a different 
story. People are waiting too long to see a doctor, too long for a specialist appointment and too long in 
the hospital corridors. The government can tell people one story, but their experience tells them the 
truth. In communities like mine, where demand is already high and services are stretched, those delays 
have real consequences, and those consequences are not confined to hospitals.  

Across a range of services, we are seeing fewer frontline workers at the very time demand is 
increasing. The number of TAFE teachers, for one, has fallen by 4.5 per cent. At the exact moment 
Queensland is facing skills shortages, workforce pressures and increasing demand, the system is 
moving backwards. Before the election Queenslanders were told services would be strengthened. In 
reality, we are seeing less.  

Domestic and family violence remains one of the most serious issues affecting this state. 
Queensland has just recorded its deadliest year for female homicides in more than a decade, yet the 
response from this government has been to reduce resources. The domestic and family violence 
operational budget has been cut by almost $40 million. Prevention staffing has been reduced by around 
20 per cent since the government came to office. I know this because the support that existed in the 
Inala Police Station is no longer there, and I see that every day when constituents come into my office. 
The government cannot claim domestic and family violence is a priority while cutting the very services 
designed to prevent it. It is Queenslanders, particularly women and children, who carry the 
consequences.  

What we have is a budget that seems increasingly informed by data that Queenslanders simply 
cannot trust. That is why Labor will establish an independent community safety statistics bureau, to 
ensure the data people rely on is transparent and credible. When governments start playing games 
with statistics, they lose sight of what actually keeps communities safe.  

Safety is built through prevention, early intervention and trusted local projects and programs. 
People know that community safety starts with the prevention of crime. The evidence is clear that quality 
early intervention programs make a positive difference. In my electorate, programs like Project Booyah 
have done exactly that. Project Booyah works with young people, building confidence, discipline and 
connection before problems take hold. It is an evidence-based, gold standard intervention. I have seen 
the Inala program make a real difference, helping young people turn their lives around.  

It seems this government does not want to be up-front with Queenslanders about the decisions 
it makes, carefully playing semantics with the language it uses. Words like ‘moved’, ‘reprioritised’ and 
‘absorbed’ are used in place of words like ‘cut’, ‘slashed’ and ‘ceased’. However you spin it, when you 
walk into the PCYC in Inala, Project Booyah is no longer an active hive of early intervention and 
prevention. In an area where it can make the most difference, it has simply gone. It was there in 
February, it was taking referrals online, but now it has gone. In a gobsmacking decision, the Inala 
Project Booyah program has disappeared.  

I am interested to hear what words this government would use to describe this disappearance. 
Even worse, I have constituents telling me the program was cut halfway through delivery, disrespecting 
the very young people who were learning how to respect themselves and their communities. If we are 
serious about community safety we cannot just respond to crime after it has occurred. We have to 
invest in trusted prevention and early intervention.  

In education, teachers are telling us a very different story from the one being told by the minister. 
The stats and the stories we are being told do not match up with the experiences of those people on 
the ground. Colleagues of mine—constituents of mine—come in and tell me that what is being recorded 
is only being recorded that way because they have been told to change the way they record it. This is 
exactly the kind of dodgying of data that Queenslanders despise, and they really deserve better from 
their government. Queenslanders deserve honesty in how their education system is performing, not 
selective reporting dressed up as success.  
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One of the greatest strengths of Inala is its diversity. People from every corner of the globe have 
built their lives, businesses and communities in our suburb. At a time when political debate is 
increasingly dominated by voices seeking to divide Queenslanders, including the rhetoric we are 
hearing from One Nation, we need governments that reject such rhetoric and invest in bringing 
communities together, not pulling them apart. That is why Labor will double funding for multicultural 
community celebrations and festivals—celebrations like the Lunar New Year festival and the Inala 
Multicultural Festival being held next month—creating a $2 million grants program to help communities 
celebrate their culture and strengthen local connections.  

Labor will also more than double funding for multicultural community projects that strengthen 
inclusion, participation and social cohesion, increasing annual grant funding from $1.8 million to 
$4 million. This government could not even speak up for multicultural communities. 

Government members interjected.  
Mrs NIGHTINGALE: We have heard very little and my community does not believe this 

government is standing up for them at all. When I look at this government and at this budget, I also see 
other ways this government is letting the community down.  

In my community, MND Queensland is a vital service. Recently the Premier came out and spoke 
in support of sufferers of MND. We heard such wonderful words from him, but it is a shame that he only 
has words to offer. Queensland remains the only state in the country where the peak MND organisation 
receives no state government support. As the disease steals the voice of those living with MND, verbal 
platitudes from this government without budget support are especially cruel and offensive. It is not good 
enough. I associate myself with the comments of my colleague the member for Greenslopes on MND.  

When money can be found for advertising and rebranding but not for people living with motor 
neurone disease, it speaks volumes about priorities, and that issue of priorities runs right through this 
government. Whether it is support for people living with MND, support for frontline services or support 
for our schools, Queenslanders are increasingly being asked to trust a government whose words do 
not match their actions. When you step back and look at this budget as a whole, the pattern is 
unmistakable.  

I have been calling for $10,000 of ongoing funding for the community hub at Inala State School. 
What they have delivered is $10,000 for one year, despite the fact they spent $40,000 in one week 
advertising a $20,000 grant on a billboard. If that does not speak to how shafted their priorities are, 
nothing will. This government has no idea what should be a priority in this budget, and their budget 
clearly reflects that. Even the Courier-Mail thinks so. The people of Inala will understand that as well.  

They were promised stronger services, but they are seeing reductions. They were promised 
honesty, but they are getting spin. The gap between what they were promised and what has been 
delivered is not shrinking. I am not talking about the delivery of leaflets, posters and advertising 
campaigns but the delivery of real outcomes for real people. In communities like mine, people know the 
difference. They know the difference between a promise and a result. This budget is full of promises, 
repeated excuses and missed opportunities. Shame on this government. Do better.  

Mr CRANDON (Coomera—LNP) (3.25 pm): The Crisafulli LNP government continues to deliver 
for the northern Gold Coast with this budget—importantly, with no new or increased taxes—unlike the 
federal Labor government and the previous state Labor government under Palaszczuk and the current 
opposition leader. Firstly, I am pleased to confirm planning for Coomera Connector stage 2 is on track, 
fully funded by the Crisafulli LNP government but no funding from the federal government. As well, 
planning continues on congestion-busting options for exit 54—again, with no support from the federal 
government. The Pimpama PCYC moves a step closer to reality—once again, with no funding from the 
federal government. These types of projects are absolutely essential for fast-growing communities like 
the northern Gold Coast, yet the federal government withdrew all funding for these types of projects.  

Exit 45 progresses in the planning process, and we can look forward to details on what this 
upgrade will look like in the latter part of this year or early next year. We will be seeking funding from 
the federal government to progress the construction phase in late 2027 or early 2028 after going out to 
tender for the project in 2027.  

In 2027 we will also see the promised delivery of sound barriers for the community living adjacent 
to exit 41. That project was not delivered by Labor during the upgrade of exit 41, which I might add 
came to fruition because of a federal Liberal government and the then member for Forde and my good 
friend Bert van Manen.  
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The community of Coomera Springs will also see the sound barriers they have long called for to 
close the gap between the existing sound barriers, which Labor refused to deliver when they were in 
government. Coomera State Special School’s specialised pedestrian crossing will be delivered, 
together with an expansion of teaching spaces as stage 3 of the school’s construction program is 
delivered. As well, a second special school will be delivered on the northern Gold Coast, co-located 
with the Coomera Springs State School, to better cater for the needs of special needs students. Whilst 
we have delivered equipment upgrades at many of our state schools on the northern Gold Coast, we 
will be delivering the new canteen at Pimpama State School to replace a canteen that is more suitable 
for a school of 200 to 300 students, not the more than 800 students now at the school.  

This is the tip of the iceberg when it comes to upgrades and maintenance at our schools, with 
the northern Gold Coast schools sharing in a record budget to catch up on maintenance that was all 
but ignored during a decade of decline under Labor. The Coomera Hospital was woefully underfunded 
and lacked basic services such as an outpatient department and pharmacy under Labor. We will see a 
full suite of facilities delivered by the Crisafulli LNP government, with a concept design for our new 
Coomera Hospital now complete.  

Early works are continuing onsite, including in-ground services, bulk earthworks, slab on ground 
and cores, for the new 10-storey tower to accommodate the additional Hospital Rescue Plan scope. 
Works on the first 1,000-space multistorey car park will commence in September this year, with the 
contract to deliver the new Coomera Hospital awarded before the end of 2026.  

Stage 1 of the new hospital will deliver: 400 beds, an emergency department, a short stay unit, 
an intensive care critical care unit, operating theatres, an endoscopy suite and a maternity and special 
care nursery. Also included in stage 1 will be: paediatrics, rehabilitation and a mental health inpatient 
unit. Imaging, pathology, pharmacy and a central sterile supply department as well as allied health 
outpatients, education and administration facilities will be included. Stage 2 will add an additional 200 
beds at least the following year.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, as you can see, the Crisafulli LNP government is delivering what the 
northern Gold Coasters and Queenslanders more broadly voted for: a fresh start for Queensland, with 
safety where we live an important cornerstone of that commitment. As previously mentioned, the Police 
Citizens Youth Club at Pimpama is closer to reality, with PCYC providing diversionary programs for 
marginalised youth, among a raft of programs for a broader youth cohort.  

Our focus on delivering stronger laws to combat youth offending that got out of control under 
Labor saw the introduction of Adult Crime, Adult Time laws. It is early days, but we have already seen 
not insignificant reductions in crime, unique victims and youth offender numbers, with the Queensland 
Government Statistician’s Office reporting a 9.9 per cent reduction in break-ins year on year, a 10.6 per 
cent reduction in the rate of robberies and a 5.6 per cent reduction in the rate of stolen cars during the 
same period. These figures are supported by data provided by the Insurance Council of Australia, who 
reported a 12 per cent drop in stolen car claims in 2025 when compared with 2024 in Queensland—the 
most significant reduction in any state in Australia. Victoria, on the other hand, experienced an increase 
in stolen car claims of 25 to 30 per cent for the same period.  

Coupled with our Adult Crime, Adult Time laws, we have committed to recruiting targets that have 
seen our police numbers surge to an all-time high of more than 13,000 officers. These initiatives, 
combined with the implementation of early intervention and rehabilitation programs, are starting to turn 
the tide on Labor’s youth crime crisis. Locally, we have seen new initiatives developed by already 
established and successful youth program providers like Esuarve, who have been working with youth 
since early 2020. We look forward to these newly developed programs achieving even greater success 
in turning the tide on youth crime.  

More broadly, we have Staying on Track programs with intensive 12-month rehabilitation 
programs after detention to keep youth on the right path. I can also report that we now have significantly 
higher numbers of police on the beat on the northern Gold Coast with, as one example, Pimpama Police 
Station growing to a 48-officer station—up from 36 when it was opened. That is a 33 per cent increase 
in boots on the ground and a direct outcome of the successful and ongoing recruiting program I 
mentioned earlier. In closing, I thank the Treasurer for delivering a focused budget—one that provides 
certainty for my constituents and, indeed, the broader Queensland community.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Marr): Before I call the member for Cooper, I remind you all 
that there are a lot of members in the chamber chatting. It is really difficult to hear, so please keep it 
down a bit.  
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Ms BUSH (Cooper—ALP) (3.32 pm): Under the LNP government’s second budget, 
Queenslanders are paying more and getting less. This budget delivers another deficit—this time 
$6.2 billion—and Queensland is now on track to have an overall debt position of $216 billion by 2030. 
While Labor left the Queensland economy in a strong position, under this government we are being 
asked to take on the risk of much greater debt, with little transparency of how that is going to be spent 
and whether it will provide the targeted interventions that we need to grow our economy and help make 
households better off. That is not clear in this budget. In fact, there are signals to suggest that 
Queenslanders in time will be worse off.  

Budgets are about priorities, and it is pretty clear this government does not prioritise Queensland 
women. Just four pages in length, the LNP government’s Women’s Economic Statement is less of a 
statement and more of a whisper—just $4.4 million in what the Office for Women have received in this 
year’s budget. Their funding has been halved from last year. In contrast, Queensland’s racing industry 
has received $100 million this year. The entire identifiable investment in women’s programs in this 
budget is under $15 million. The racing industry got more than six times that amount in one year—zero 
conditions attached. There is no new domestic violence crisis accommodation capital. Women fleeing 
violence are folding in to a housing envelope with no separate funding disclosed. There are no gender 
equity conditions on the $250 million community sporting fund and none on the $300 million 
Queensland Legacy Fund either.  

Contrast that to when Labor were in government, with a 48-page strategy—half a billion dollars 
alone going into the implementation of the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce recommendations. I 
want to read a couple of our initiatives because I want every Queensland woman to know what we are 
missing out on under an LNP government. We were using government’s purchasing power to drive 
increased gender equality in the private sector. We were creating a pipeline for women and girls to 
move into male-dominated industries including trade and technical roles. We were addressing the 
over-representation of First Nations women in the criminal justice system. Instead of being the 
centrepiece of this budget, women are barely a footnote to this government.  

It is great to see Labor’s 50-cent fares continuing under this government and that they have 
agreed to Labor’s campaign to enshrine these fares in legislation. People tell me that Labor’s 50-cent 
fares have been one of the greatest reforming policies they have seen—a genuinely mode-shifting 
policy from Labor and the Leader of the Opposition, Steven Miles. What has not kept pace in Brisbane 
is public transport itself. The Gap in my electorate has grown to more than 17,000 residents—we are 
one of the largest suburbs in the country—yet its transport future looks the same now as it did a decade 
ago. We still rely almost entirely on buses travelling along Waterworks Road—one of the state’s most 
congested roads with no dedicated bus lanes. While Brisbane has invested in Metro, busways and 
high-frequency corridors elsewhere, The Gap and Ashgrove remain entirely dependent on a 
high-frequency radial bus corridor, with the 385 bus service now not even going to the Cultural Centre, 
so we have actually gone backwards.  

When it comes to active transport, you may as well get on your bike. Who can forget the train 
wreck of an appearance at our e-mobility hearings by Brisbane City Council public transport chair 
Councillor Andrew Wines, who refused to advise the committee on the percentage of council’s overall 
transport that was allocated to active and public transport? We know that BCC allocates less than 
three per cent towards active transport. Meanwhile, in a few years we will have millions of visitors trying 
to move around this city en masse. Where is the Olympic transport plan? Where is the funding? What 
are the legacy projects? There is nothing in this budget and we are now six years out from the Olympics.  

On education, I welcome funding for Kelvin Grove State College, Milton State School and 
Newmarket State School, who are getting additional classrooms. I am pleased to see funding to 
complete the works of the Red Hill Special School. Again, that was a Labor project. That is a major 
project, consolidating two campuses into one. However, the opportunity I really wish this government 
would engage in is establishing a dedicated school for children with autism and learning difficulties at 
that second campus at Red Hill. A number of parents speak to me about their autistic children who, 
despite the best effort of their educators, are being let down by a lack of dedicated specialist schools in 
our electorate or the inner city entirely. It is wild to me that we do not have someone like Autism 
Queensland or a provider in there running these programs in the inner city when there is such huge 
demand. I am pleading with the education minister not to let this opportunity go and to engage in this 
idea.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_153153
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What gets measured gets managed. We cannot reduce crime if we are not measuring it in the 
first place. That is why I welcome the Leader of the Opposition’s announcement that a future Labor 
government will establish an independent community safety statistics bureau. Victims are sick of being 
used as a political football. They are disillusioned from learning that the Premier is selectively reporting 
crime numbers—for example, not reporting the number of tradies getting tools nicked out of the back 
of their ute or not reporting retailers who fall victim to shoplifting, as they should be reported. Labor 
believes that all victims are worth counting and that initiatives like this will be a big step in building back 
the public confidence that we need to have in our justice system.  

Housing is arguably the greatest challenge we are facing right now. People who historically have 
never faced housing insecurity are, in today’s market, having to move back in with parents or relocate 
kilometres out of town away from kids’ schools due to housing stress, yet the eligibility criteria for the 
social housing waitlist reflects a 20-year-old income test that clearly does not work for today’s 
pressures. Our suburbs are growing, cost-of-living pressures are mounting, the median price of a home 
now in my electorate is $1.8 million and rental vacancies are under one per cent. We have an aging 
society, and the current reality in Queensland is that women over 50 represent the largest growing 
cohort of women or Queenslanders facing homelessness.  

Shockingly, this budget provides no funding for the purchase of land for additional social housing 
in my electorate or neighbouring suburbs. We need more social and affordable housing. If the 
government is not going to invest in that in my electorate, it means we are solely relying on private 
developers to pick up that responsibility. I am thrilled that the Leader of the Opposition has released 
The housing affordability crisis in Queensland paper, which outlines some of the challenges we are 
hearing from industry and from Queenslanders. It also offers us an opportunity to think differently about 
how we deliver housing in Queensland.  

Locals have already shared their ideas with me from supported accommodation so that people 
with a disability or those who are homeless and struggling can be housed and can be supported to 
retain their tenancies. Others have raised opportunities to convert larger homes into shared 
accommodation for older singles, enabling additional housing to be created affordably and without 
urban sprawl. Like many in my electorate, I see an urgent need for contemporary neighbourhood 
planning, with clear and enforceable guidelines so locals can have certainty about what developments 
will be green-lit in our suburbs and what infrastructure we can reasonably expect to be delivered so 
communities can remain both lived in and livable. I encourage my constituents to engage in the paper 
and to bring their ideas forward.  

The Brisbane division was recently named in the top 10 of the Climate Council’s electorates 
subject to climate induced natural disasters. The reality is that, even if we hit our emissions reduction 
targets, Brisbane is extremely exposed to flooding in particular, with many homes in my electorate now 
unable to get flood insurance. Every level of government needs to invest in climate adaptation and 
resilience. We need to reduce the impact on families and reduce the state’s clean-up and insurance 
costs. There is nothing in this budget to address those issues. Rather, the government is spending 
$1.8 billion on extending the life of aging coal-fired power stations while at the same time scrapping 
renewable energy projects, and $4 billion worth of investment that was set to come into the Queensland 
economy for renewable projects has now gone interstate as a result of the Deputy Premier and his 
ideological warfare against renewables. Meanwhile, Queenslanders are paying the price, with 
households across Brisbane experiencing up to a 500 per cent increase in home and contents 
insurance since the 2011 and 2022 floods alone.  

I will briefly speak about the Olympics. The 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games are either an 
enormous opportunity if seized or an incredible white elephant if stuffed up. The lack of detail in this 
budget on the 2032 games is scandalous. It does not include individual venue allocations. There is no 
funding for the transport delivery plan. There is nothing in here at all for our para-athletes and no 
mention of cultural legacy funding. This is not the budget you would expect to see from a government 
in its second year and it in no way offers mature delivery budget. Fences are now up at Victoria Park, 
activities have commenced, and Queensland is entirely in the dark about what this project is going to 
cost them. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Marr): Member for Miller, I will just give you a very quick 
warning that you are not in your chair.  

Ms BUSH: On the issue of stadiums, there is nothing here about the para-athlete centre of 
excellence that was supposed to be announced and proceeding at Chandler. I see funding allocated to 
make the Chandler site disability-friendly, which I welcome, but that falls far short of a centre of 
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excellence. Funding was supposed to be announced for Suncorp upgrades. There is nothing that is 
particularised. Here again the funding allocated to Suncorp is rolled up into other line items so taxpayers 
cannot see what they are paying for the additional 1,000 seats we are going to get out of the Suncorp 
upgrade.  

I spoke in the House recently about the future of Sports House at Suncorp. The entire precinct 
is supposed to be receiving an upgrade. There is nothing here on that. The minister told the Courier-
Mail that his focus was on ensuring organisations can continue the important work they do. The 25 
organisations in Sports House need certainty about their future. So too does Spinal Life Australia, which 
runs the critical Sporting Wheelies program. Their building in Milton is now up for sale. The former Labor 
government invested heavily in renovating that for Spinal Life. It would be great to see the minister step 
in and, in his words, help Spinal Life continue their important work and assist them into secure 
accommodation, perhaps at Suncorp as part of the new precinct plan.  

This budget tells us that billions of dollars can be found for megavenues, but only $57 million has 
been allocated this year for Queensland’s community sporting infrastructure program. Every sporting 
group in my electorate is oversubscribed. They have waiting lists. They need more fields, more courts, 
more change rooms, more storage, more lighting and more accessible facilities. The demand is 
overwhelming, so where is the long-term strategy and investment?  

Government members interjected.  

Ms BUSH: I take the interjection. We funded it. My point is that the funding is not here. You are 
not delivering the requisite funding. Where is the strategy and investment?  

There is still no sign of the Queensland Sport Strategy. We now know through this budget that 
any sport strategy is not going to have any implementation funding. I was pleased to see incompetent 
former minister Mander sent to the backbench sin-bin. Unfortunately, the reserve they sent in is not off 
to a great start. There is nothing here again for women and girls. I acknowledge the Play On! sports 
vouchers specifically identify children— 

Mr BAILLIE: Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I have a query on correct titles.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sorry, I missed that. I will just get you to take a seat. Member for 
Cooper, when you are addressing people can you do it by name, thank you. What you said there was 
okay, but just remember they do have titles as well.  

Ms BUSH: Perhaps I should have said ‘the incompetent member for Everton’ then, I am not 
sure— 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Excuse me, member for Cooper, there was no need for that, 
thank you very much. Proceed with your speech.  

Ms BUSH: Apologies, Madam Deputy Speaker.  

Mr MANDER: Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I cannot understand why the 
member is so nasty. I take personal offence and ask that she withdraw that comment.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Cooper, the member has taken offence. I ask you to 
withdraw, thank you.  

Ms BUSH: I withdraw. I acknowledge that the Play On! sports vouchers specifically identify 
children— 

A government member: It’s not funny. You should hang your head in shame. If it was the other 
way around it would be a different story. Disgraceful! 

Ms BUSH: I take the interjections. It is a shame they do not want to hear about children with a 
disability and they are trying to talk over me. I acknowledge the Play On! sports vouchers do specifically 
mention children with a disability— 

Government members interjected.  

Ms BUSH: Again they do not want to hear this, Madam Deputy Speaker. It is a real shame. It 
shows you where their priorities lie.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Direct your comments through the chair, thank you, member for 
Cooper.  



26 Jun 2026 
Appropriation (Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill; Revenue (Cost 
of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment 

Bill 
2277 

 

  
 

 
 

Ms BUSH: They do specifically identify children with a disability as a priority group, and I welcome 
that, but how tone-deaf is this government when it comes to understanding the barriers that people with 
a disability face. A Play On! voucher is worth $200. A single shift for a support worker or carer at one 
training session is at least $300. A specialised chair is $10,000. A $200 voucher is not going to be 
enough to engage the additional 500,000— 

Government members interjected.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members to my right.  

Ms BUSH: They are very touchy. I know that they do not like to talk about children with disability. 
It is not in their bailiwick. A $200 voucher is not going to engage the additional 500,000 Australians with 
a disability in sport by 2032 that we have signed up to—that we have promised to deliver as part of our 
legacy agreement. This government needs to pull its finger out and deliver a sports strategy with 
dedicated funding and actual targets.  

This is a bad budget from a flailing government that is more focused on Labor than helping 
everyday Queenslanders. The fact they are all incorporating their speeches proves they have nothing 
much to say.  

Mr G KELLY (Mirani—LNP) (3.46 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Crisafulli government’s 
2026-27 budget, a budget focused on strengthening the foundations of Queensland and delivering 
practical outcomes for Queenslanders. As the member for Mirani, I represent a large and diverse 
regional electorate whose communities help drive Queensland’s economy through agriculture, 
resources, manufacturing, transport and small business. The people who live and work in these 
communities are hardworking Queenslanders.  

At the heart of every regional community are the small businesses, family farms, contractors and 
local employers who keep our towns alive. These are the people creating jobs, supporting local sporting 
clubs, backing community events and helping drive Queensland’s economy. They are often the first to 
put their hand up when their community needs help and the last to ask for anything in return, yet too 
often they feel like they are carrying more than their fair share of the load. Regional businesses face 
rising operating costs, increasing insurance premiums, higher fuel costs, workplace shortages and 
growing compliance obligations. Many are doing everything they can just to keep the doors open and 
continue employing local people.  

The recent federal budget did little to address the challenges facing regional communities. Across 
my electorate I hear from small businesses, farmers, contractors and working families who feel they 
are being left behind. Living in regional Queensland should not mean missing out. That is why this 
budget matters. This budget delivers the largest four-year cost-of-living relief packages in Queensland’s 
history. It increases the Back to School Boost, locks in 50-cent fares in the cities, continues Play On! 
sports vouchers and delivers lower power prices for Ergon customers. These are practical measures 
that make a real difference for families dealing with ongoing cost-of-living pressures.  

Importantly, this budget also recognises that regional Queensland needs investment—not just in 
services but in future growth. Through the Residential Activation Fund, funding has been budgeted to 
support housing developments in Mirani and Marian, helping unlock land and create opportunities for 
more Queenslanders to own a home in our region. This budget recognises that when regional 
Queensland succeeds Queensland succeeds.  

We are also seeing significant investment in energy infrastructure within our electorate. The 
budget continues investment in Stanwell Power Station, with ongoing upgrades and maintenance 
works. These projects support local jobs, strengthen energy reliability and recognise the important role 
our region continues to play in powering Queensland’s economy. 

Health care remains one of the biggest issues facing our region. I welcome the record health 
budget and the continued delivery of the Hospital Rescue Plan. For communities across Mirani, 
investments in the Mackay Hospital and Health Service are helping deliver additional capacity and 
improved health care closer to home. We are seeing progress through the Hospital Rescue Plan, 
including additional beds and car parking, expanded services and continued planning for major 
upgrades at Mackay Base Hospital. I also welcome the increase to the Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme, 
which will see the mileage subsidy increase from 34 cents to 45 cents per kilometre. For many regional 
families who regularly travel long distances to access specialist health care, this will make a real 
difference.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_154643
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I also welcome the significant investment in infrastructure across Queensland. For regional 
communities, roads and infrastructure are not optional extras. They connect people to jobs, schools, 
health care and opportunity. This budget continues major investment in the Bruce Highway, including 
safety upgrades on key sections impacting our region. It also continues funding for important projects 
such as the Rockhampton Ring Road and improvements to key regional road connections.  

Every safer road, every improved freight route and every infrastructure upgrade helps strengthen 
regional Queensland and supports future growth. This budget recognises that strong regional 
communities are essential to a strong Queensland. The prosperity of Queensland is not created in 
government buildings; it is created on farms, in workshops, in mines, in small businesses and by the 
people who are prepared to have a go. As the member for Mirani, I will continue advocating for the 
investment and opportunities our communities deserve. I look forward to seeing the benefits of this 
budget delivered across the region.  

The Speaker has reviewed and approved the remainder of my speech on the budget for 
incorporation. As such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of 
Proceedings. 

The speech read as follows— 

This Budget also delivers important investments in education, training and workforce development across Queensland. 

As a regional Member, I know that one of the biggest challenges facing our communities is attracting and retaining a skilled 
workforce. Whether it is healthcare, education, agriculture, resources or small business, workforce shortages continue to place 
pressure on regional communities. 

That is why investment in education and training is so important. 

This Budget includes investment in schools across the Mirani electorate, including accessibility upgrades at Sarina State High 
School and refurbishment works at Mount Morgan State High School. It also provides maintenance and minor works funding 
across schools throughout the electorate. 

These investments may not always attract the headlines of major infrastructure projects, but they make a real difference to 
students, teachers and school communities. 

I also welcome the continued expansion of the Queensland Minerals and Energy Academy. 

Programs such as QMEA help create pathways for young Queenslanders into industries that are critical to our future prosperity. 
They provide opportunities for students to develop skills, explore career pathways and build connections with industry while still 
at school. 

Regional Queensland’s future depends on ensuring young people have opportunities close to home and that local businesses 
have access to a skilled workforce. 

Housing remains another significant challenge across regional Queensland. 

Throughout my electorate, I regularly hear from employers who struggle to attract workers because of housing shortages and 
limited accommodation options. 

The investment in the Residential Activation Fund is therefore particularly important. 

Supporting housing developments in Marian and Mirani will help unlock additional residential land, support population growth 
and create opportunities for more families to build a future in our region. 

The Government’s broader investment in housing and supporting first home ownership will also help more Queenslanders 
achieve the dream of owning their own home. 

Housing is not simply about bricks and mortar. It is about creating stable communities, supporting economic growth and ensuring 
businesses have access to the workforce they need. 

I also welcome the Budget’s continued support for community infrastructure and sporting facilities. 

Regional communities are built on volunteers, community organisations and sporting clubs. 

These groups bring people together, create opportunities for young people and help strengthen community connections. 

The Government’s continued investment through programs such as Games On! is helping deliver facilities that communities can 
be proud of for generations to come. 

Within the Mirani electorate, projects such as the new facilities at Western Suburbs Leagues Club are helping provide modern 
and accessible sporting infrastructure for players, volunteers and families. 

These investments may seem small when compared to major infrastructure projects, but their impact on local communities is 
enormous. 

The Budget also recognises the importance of agriculture and primary industries to Queensland’s future. 
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Agriculture continues to be one of the foundations of regional Queensland. 

Our farmers produce world-class food and fibre and make a significant contribution to both the Queensland and national 
economies. 

Across Mirani, agriculture remains a major employer and economic driver. 

Whether it is sugar, beef, horticulture or other agricultural industries, local producers continue to support jobs, investment and 
economic activity throughout the region. 

It is important that governments continue to support the industries that underpin regional communities. 

Water security is also critical to the long-term success of agriculture and regional development. 

Queensland’s future growth depends on ensuring communities and industries have access to reliable water supplies and the 
infrastructure needed to support future development. 

The resources sector also continues to play a vital role in Queensland’s economy. 

Regional Queensland contributes billions of dollars to the state’s prosperity through mining, resources, energy generation and 
export activity. 

Many of these industries are located in electorates such as Mirani. 

The Port of Hay Point, our energy infrastructure and our resources sector help power Queensland’s economy and support jobs 
right across the state. 

It is important that investment continues in the infrastructure and services needed to support these industries and the communities 
that host them. 

I also welcome the Budget’s investment in regional roads and transport infrastructure. 

For many people in metropolitan areas, roads are simply a way to get from one place to another. 

In regional Queensland, roads are economic lifelines. 

They connect producers to markets, workers to jobs, children to schools and patients to healthcare. 

The continued investment in the Bruce Highway, regional road safety projects and freight infrastructure will improve safety, 
reliability and connectivity across Queensland. 

Projects such as the Rockhampton Ring Road will provide long-term benefits for freight operators, businesses and communities 
throughout Central Queensland. 

The Budget also continues investment in betterment and resilience measures. 

As regional Queenslanders know all too well, natural disasters can have a devastating impact on communities. 

Investing in infrastructure that is stronger, more resilient and better able to withstand future events is essential. 

These investments help reduce future recovery costs while improving safety and reliability for local communities. 

The Budget’s investment in energy infrastructure is also significant. 

As someone who spent many years working at Stanwell Power Station, I understand firsthand the importance of maintaining 
reliable generation assets and supporting the workers who keep Queensland powered. 

The continued investment in Stanwell Power Station and associated projects supports local jobs, strengthens energy reliability 
and helps ensure Queensland has the energy security needed to support future growth. 

The Stanwell Battery project represents a significant investment in Queensland’s energy future while continuing to recognise the 
important role regional communities play in powering our state. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, this Budget is about strengthening the foundations of Queensland. 

It provides cost-of-living relief. 

It invests in housing. 

It strengthens healthcare. 

It supports education and training. 

It builds roads and infrastructure. 

It backs regional industries. 

And importantly, it recognises the contribution regional Queensland makes to the success of our state. 

The people of Mirani do not ask for special treatment. 

They simply want the same opportunities, services and investment as any other Queenslander. 
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This Budget delivers important progress towards that goal. 

Queensland’s future prosperity will continue to be built in regional communities by hardworking Queenslanders who create jobs, 
drive industry and support their local communities. 

I commend the Budget to the House. 

Hon. MAJ SCANLON (Gaven—ALP) (3.52 pm): Decisions made in budgets have a real impact 
on people and our future. This morning there was a fire outside my office. A man had been sleeping 
next to a bin. The ambulance was called because it was suspected he had frostbite. The firies told my 
team that they get called out to him almost every single night. They are responding to a man lighting a 
fire just to survive the cold. Just around the corner from where he sleeps there is a blue billboard, paid 
for by this government, telling Queenslanders how good of a job it is doing. That is millions and millions 
of taxpayers’ dollars advertising itself, its own achievements and its own colours, while a man a couple 
of streets away lights fires in a car park because nobody will give him a bed to sleep in.  

Josh in my office helped him clean up in our kitchen sink. He broke down in tears because he 
had not felt hot water in a really long time. He reminded Josh that I had driven him myself to a shelter 
during the cyclone because, despite what this government claimed at the time, despite what they said, 
they did not offer him emergency accommodation. I watched the department of housing tell this man 
that it was the government’s policy that there was no housing for him because he did not have a home 
before the cyclone. 

Mr O’Connor: Rubbish. 
Ms SCANLON: I take the interjection from the member for Bonney. That is not rubbish; that is a 

matter of fact. It is a matter of fact, and if you bothered to get out of your office and your safe home you 
would know that is exactly what happened.  

Mr O’Connor interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Marr): Member for Gaven and member for Bonney, there will 

be no cross-chamber quarrelling. Member for Gaven, you may proceed.  
Ms SCANLON: Madam Deputy Speaker, I take personal offence at what the member just said 

and I ask him to withdraw.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Bonney and member for Gaven, I did not hear it. For 

the order of the House, do you wish to withdraw, Minister? 
Mr O’CONNOR: For the order of the House, I withdraw.  
Ms SCANLON: I took this man to Set Free Care. Let the record show the only reason that man 

was not left on the street was a charity which is not government funded provided him with shelter.  
Last week a woman reached out to my office because her emergency accommodation ran out 

the next day. We contacted Housing and an answer came back, and I will quote it for the member for 
Bonney’s benefit: ‘Unfortunately we are unable to provide an immediate housing solution.’ That is his 
department that said that. She told us that she would be sent back to a violent household.  

Just yesterday we received an email from a 45-year-old woman who weighs 45 kilograms. She 
is living on the street and is concerned that in winter her life is at risk. She called the state’s Homeless 
Hotline to be told—and I quote from her email—that ‘no emergency accommodation or support could 
be provided. The reason was the end of financial year funding transition.’ She said, ‘I was specifically 
informed that programs designed to support my demographic ... are facing critical funding uncertainty 
and cessation.’ We have recently been told by sources who will remain anonymous that the department 
is telling people there is no use referring people to homelessness services because they have run out 
of money and the only real option is to call an ambulance.  

Meanwhile, in this building on budget night, the Premier and the Deputy Premier—and I suspect 
possibly the member for Bonney, too—stood in a private room in this building with property developers. 
One of those men reportedly owns a $25 million house in Byron Bay and a $23 million home at Palm 
Beach, and he posted that photo that night. A constituent sent it to me, unprompted, and they said it 
better than anyone could: ‘Nothing screams we’re in touch with the real world like discussing the 
housing crisis with Queensland’s leading super luxury developer.’ 

Mr Mander: They build houses. That’s what they build. 
Ms SCANLON: I take the interjection from the member for Everton. He is the man who sent social 

housing in this state backwards, so I would not be interjecting if I were him.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_155222
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We have a man with suspected frostbite who is lighting fires to survive and living under a billboard 
telling him how good this government is, and we have a woman sent back to violence; and in the same 
week we have a Premier in a function room getting thanked by multimillionaires. This is the same 
government that lifted the ban on developer donations, despite the warnings from the Crime and 
Corruption Commission, and then conveniently at the same time lifted the requirement of affordable 
housing conditions on developers and axed projects. They actually told developers who wanted to build 
homes not to build them. You could not write a clearer script if you tried.  

I want to be really clear about something. No-one is disputing that we need housing supply. I do 
not doubt that those men in the Billiard Room work hard, but so does the person who answers the 
phone to a woman with nowhere to go and has to say no. The public servants do not have enough 
resources, and they get a fraction of the pay. Most of them are one rent rise from needing the services 
they work for themselves.  

What adds insult to injury is that in this same week the housing minister stood in front of 
homelessness services and told them, ‘You shouldn’t be in a position where your staff are waiting for 
today to see whether you’ve got certainty, whether you will have a job in a couple of weeks.’ I could see 
the blood boil in the homelessness services workers around the room. The Immediate Housing 
Response fund—which is what pays for crisis accommodation and pays those outreach workers to go 
into our parks and dark alleyways to find people who are sleeping rough and then desperately try to 
find them somewhere to live—is the fund that services have been told by his department is likely to go 
down. Some of those services have already let staff go—not because they wanted to but because the 
budget had been handed down and nobody could tell them if they had money to pay for them next 
week. 

Mr O’Connor: I fixed your mess. That was you who did it year by year.  
Ms SCANLON: I take the interjection. I am not sure how not providing any clarity to services is 

fixing something.  
Mr O’Connor: It was you who didn’t provide it. You funded it by year.  
Ms SCANLON: One service put it to me straighter than I ever could: you cannot pay a mortgage 

with a statement of intent. That is all that has been given.  
Mr O’Connor: From you.  
Ms SCANLON: It is all that has been given by the member for Bonney. You are in government, 

mate. You are in government. You are the housing minister.  
Mr O’Connor interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Marr): Member for Bonney and member for Gaven, direct your 

remarks through the chair, thank you. 
Mr Mander: A bit of self-control.  
Ms SCANLON: I take the member for Everton’s interjection. If only he had had the self-control to 

not cut social and affordable housing when he was last the housing minister we might not be in this 
position. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Gaven, direct your comments through the chair, thank 
you.  

Ms SCANLON: He is just a minister on camera talking about certainty while his department 
provides nothing.  

Honourable members interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Gaven, you may proceed.  
Ms SCANLON: It gets worse. The Premier stood right here and said that he voted no to a voice 

for First Nations because he wanted tangible outcomes. I would like him to explain how he could be 
genuine when sources are telling us there are staff cuts inside Indigenous housing; the very people 
whose job it is to deliver tangible outcomes for First Nations communities are being shown the door.  

These budget papers show that this government is planning to once again sell off public housing 
assets, $100 million worth. We caught them red-handed trying to do this last year. They got 
embarrassed and basically had to back down. Now they have quietly slipped it back in. They are selling 
public housing in the middle of a housing crisis. Last year in estimates we confirmed that the minister 
had not, in fact, directed his department to continue on that course.  
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Mr O’Connor: Thank you. Thank you for confirming that. You confirmed the minister had not 
directed his department to sell homes. Thank you.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Bonney.  
Ms SCANLON: I take the interjection. Yes, we confirmed that you did not direct your 

director-general— 
Mr O’Connor:—to sell homes.  
Ms SCANLON: No, you did not direct them not to sell homes.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Gaven, take your seat. Member for Gaven and 

member for Bonney, this is not a private conversation across the floor for both of you; this is a debate. 
Member for Gaven, your comments will come through the chair.  

Ms SCANLON: Selling public housing while standing here claiming to build it is not a 
contradiction; it is a habit from this government. The same Immediate Housing Response fund I talked 
about earlier looks like it is shrinking too, with sources telling us the government’s justification is that 
take-up is down. That is clearly not the case when services are saying that they have no funds left to 
help people in need. Anyone who drives anywhere in Queensland will tell you that clearly there is not 
fewer homeless Queenslanders; there are more people in our parks than ever before.  

Despite the government’s best attempts at moving people on so they are out of sight and out of 
mind, the reason the take-up might be down under this fund is because the government changed who 
was eligible. Tonight there are two pensioners sleeping in their car. They are homeless—anyone 
looking at them would say so—but they do not qualify for help because their pension puts them just 
over an income threshold that was written 20 years ago, a threshold commissioned to be reviewed by 
our former Labor government. Imagine earning $31,700 a year; that is the maximum you can earn as 
a single person with no children and still qualify for public housing. The member for Bonney has 
received nearly that much just in pay rises to his base salary since entering parliament, but he says no 
to reviewing the income limit for social housing. How cold-hearted can he be?  

That 20-year-old threshold is the reason a pensioner in a car does not count as homeless to this 
government on its books. They will not be offered accommodation under the Immediate Housing 
Response fund because they earn too much. They would have been eligible under Labor, but this 
housing minister changed the rules. He changed the rules to say those people are not eligible, despite 
the fact they are living in their car tonight, and the minister just nods his head.  

These are just some of the areas of crisis—just some. A government willing to do the hard work, 
the unglamorous work, of fixing how housing works in this state from the ground up is what is needed. 
This government promised that work twice. There are questions on notice that show that the 
government publicly committed to delivering a housing plan and they have broken that promise. They 
said we would have a housing plan in the first half of 2026. We do not have one. If the housing minister 
will not do his job, I will.  

That is why this week Labor released our own issues paper on housing affordability in 
Queensland and why we started that work, announcing: a future Labor government will establish a 
portable bond scheme and that the interest accrued will go back to renters; free rego to get more tradies 
on the tools so we actually build the homes we need; and a threshold that reflects today’s rents, not 
2006 rents, and we will have more to come. None of this is radical. Right now a nurse cannot afford to 
live near the hospital she works in, an aged-care worker cannot afford to live near the home he cares 
for and a police officer cannot afford to live in the community she polices. We know we must be up-front 
about what we did not get done before. That is why we came into this term with a clean slate, ready to 
listen, ready to be honest about where we got things wrong and ready to build something better.  

I will turn to the justice portfolio briefly. The Attorney-General claims crime is going down. Her 
own numbers say otherwise. Statewide, year to date to May, robbery is up 9.71 per cent, unlawful use 
of a motor vehicle is up 4.77 per cent—not down, up. While she tells Queenslanders it is working, the 
data says something very different. They have been caught out multiple times now removing the 
number of victims of car theft and break-ins from the count, leaving domestic violence victims numbers 
out entirely and wheeling out insurance figures to claim theft was falling while police data said the 
opposite. It is not just the numbers she hides; it is the advice, too. Laws have been brought into this 
chamber that are claimed to have the backing of expert legal advice. We ask her to show us the advice, 
but she will not; it has been kept secret. An Attorney-General asking Queenslanders to trust laws she 
will not read them the reasoning for is not governing.  
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Last year at estimates we exposed more than 50 full-time jobs were no longer funded through 
the Department of Justice. Dozens were blue card jobs, the system that stops people who should not 
be near children from being near children, and 29 were inside the Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions. You do not get to talk about child safety on one hand while sacking the people who 
deliver it with the other. That brings me to the In plain sight report, one of the most serious child safety 
reports this state has seen. Basic questions remain unanswered about whether there will in fact be 
extra frontline roles to detect these risks or just a reshuffling of existing positions. As I said, robbery is 
up; car theft is up; blue card jobs, as we discovered in last year’s estimates, have gone; there is secret 
advice; and there is a child safety system that is all announcement and no detail. Honourable members 
can understand why we are cynical about the justice portfolio under those opposite.  

In my contribution earlier in the week I spoke mostly about the Gold Coast, but I think the 
government’s electoral map shows it best in terms of their disdain for people who live on the western 
side of the motorway on the Gold Coast. I kid you not—the only project that is on the map is the Resilient 
Homes Fund, which is a program that applies all over the state, and then there is some money for a 
cenotaph at Tallowwood Park and some money for a Men’s Shed—hardly generational infrastructure. 
There are 10 LNP MPs on the Gold Coast but all we get is a slow bus, a couple of little programs and 
a delayed hospital. I do not know what on earth is the point of having 10 LNP MPs. They take their 
position for granted and sit on fat margins. Hopefully voters think differently in 2028.  

Hon. AJ STOKER (Oodgeroo—LNP) (4.08 pm): My constituents had a very bad experience with 
the last budget they heard about—the broken promises and higher taxes that came out of Canberra. 
Federal Labor took even more of productive Australians’ money with little reflection about whether it is 
being used wisely. I cannot blame Redlanders for being anxious to hear about budgets after that 
experience. While the world continues to be volatile, the Crisafulli LNP government’s second budget is 
stable and steady. While federal Labor offered broken promises and higher taxes, this LNP state budget 
is the polar opposite.  

This budget delivers on promises we made as a government and it delivers on what I have 
promised to our community, and it does so with no new or increased taxes—none. Labor could learn a 
thing or two about that. It keeps Queensland making progress on the pathway to surplus and driving 
the debt trajectory down. That is no small job given the mess left after a decade of Labor’s poor 
economic management, but it is a job we are willing to take on and it is a job on which we are making 
steady progress. 

There is a lot in this budget that reflects the concerns of Redlanders—the goals we share and 
the hopes we have for our families and for our region. Cost-of-living relief, responsible economic 
management and improved transport infrastructure are key. We have delivered important investments 
in the community infrastructure that makes our social fabric vibrant, funding the Redlands U3A to finish 
its cottage, giving it a permanent home for seniors learning and connection. We have delivered 
$1 million for shade and greens at Wellington Point Bowls Club to keep our seniors active and sun 
safe—a couple of young ones too—and there have been important investments in the women’s facilities 
at Redlands Cricket. A further 18 local sporting and community groups have received support to assist 
them with their important, and usually voluntary, work—work they put in to make the Redlands better. 

Redland Hospital is growing. Construction of the expanded transit lounge is underway, 
procurement for the MRI we secured in our community campaign is in train and the Hospital Rescue 
Plan locks in a new mental and allied health building and additional beds. We have even got one new 
and three refurbished ambulances. We have abolished Labor’s patients tax, playing our part to improve 
access to health services when you need them. 

Our budgets have also seen investments in our local roads. Works on Cleveland-Redland Bay 
Road have been much needed. The funding we have secured for upgrading the intersection of Gordon 
Street and Shore Street West will make this intersection safer, and works are just about to start. Signals 
here will provide a much needed safe place for older people and particularly school students to cross 
Shore Street West and an alternate route for drivers on to Shore Street for those who find the Wellington 
Street roundabout a stressful exercise. From listening to the feedback that I received from locals, there 
are pedestrian safety works in this budget for Ballow Road and East Coast Road in Dunwich. We have 
delivered funding for anti-hooning CCTV at Cleveland Point, and I am pleased to say that council now 
has procurement for that underway. It cannot come soon enough as we tackle this really frustrating and 
dangerous hooning behaviour. I am also pleased to say that, after almost a decade of delay, we have 
the design work for the $41 million Dunwich ferry terminal underway. 
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There is support for Redlanders to get a place to call home. We are opening up new places to 
live with the Thornlands PDA and providing assistance with the cost of new trunk infrastructure through 
the Residential Activation Fund. We have opened new housing for those in need in Cleveland and 
Wellington Point, and there is a community housing build underway as we speak in Dunwich. 

I am particularly pleased to see much needed investments in our local schools. We have 
delivered security of tenure to the Sycamore School, giving it the certainty to plan for new spaces and 
greater capacity, giving families of children with autism choice in their schooling. Improved facilities at 
Birkdale South State School have been delivered, as have upgrades to equipment and outdoor areas 
at Ormiston State School. There are new learning spaces for Redland District Special School and there 
are energy upgrades in this budget, too, for Cleveland District State High School to go with its new 
performance space. Redlands College is even building new classrooms with the help of the State 
Capital Assistance Scheme. After a decade of neglected maintenance, the budget invests heavily in 
getting our public school facilities up to scratch. When school is done, Redlanders can access rewarding 
careers through our local TAFE, including in the new electrotechnology precinct funded in this budget.  

I could keep going, because this government is really delivering for our corner of the Redlands, 
but the Speaker has reviewed and approved the remainder of my speech on the budget for 
incorporation. As such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of 
Proceedings. 

The speech read as follows— 
There’s record structural cost of living support in this budget. What do I mean by that? Well, while those opposite would tell you 
they’re helping you with the cost of living by providing a payment to help with something, say an energy bill. They’d only do it as 
a one-off, only just before an election, and they’d fund it with your money, borrowed, so you can repay it with interest, along with 
the cost of the work of the public service to make this merry-go-round happen.  

Our approach is different. For the first time in half a decade, we’ve driven down the Default Market Offer for the price of energy, 
and it’s not because of some subsidy roundabout. It’s because we’re implementing measures like a maintenance guarantee for 
our state’s energy assets, so they more reliably generate, and because we are using existing generation capacity for the whole 
of that infrastructure’s life. Labor were shutting it down as they pursued ideology rather than extracting value for taxpayers’ 
money. The result was that in their last year of government, power prices for Queenslanders rose 19.9%, three times the national 
average.  

In just one year of our energy roadmap, it has delivered ongoing price reductions of between 7.2% and 10.7% for households 
and between 10.4% and 14% for small businesses.  

We’ve improved the function of the system, doing the hard work to drive down sustainable price reductions that are real.  

We’re backing that in with a two-year freeze on bulk water prices, to keep downward pressure on water bills. Workcover premiums 
have been frozen for a second year. 

And the government indexation rate has been set below inflation. 

We’re helping commuters with locked in 50c fares on our local buses and trains. 

And we’re supporting families with an increased back to school boost for every primary student in Queensland, locked in play on 
vouchers for kids’ sport and expanded free kindy health checks so every child is set up for success in their early school years. 

Good government reduces the cost of living—Labor’s crime crisis meant insurance premiums soared. But, with the LNP’s 
commitment to stronger laws, more police and early intervention, victim numbers have started to fall. Car theft claims were down 
12% last year—the biggest reduction on record—and with fewer claims, there’s downward pressure on premiums for the first 
time in a decade. There’s still more to do, but it shows how a safer community reduces the costs you face every day.  

And with stronger laws, more police and early intervention, we are doing the hard yards needed to stop crime and turn youths at-
risk of crime on to a better path.  

The budget includes local support for the arts, both through the Regional Arts Development Fund and for local clubs like the Sing 
Sing Sing dementia choir. Both on Straddie and on the mainland, we’ve got wonderful arts groups and events and I love to 
champion them. Can I encourage everyone to plan to visit the Straddie Arts Trail this year, it’s from 13 to 16 August.  

The budget shows respect for our local environment, with a $12 million investment in the RSPCA Wildlife Hospital at Indigiscapes, 
partnerships with local government to keep litter out of Moreton Bay, and funding to tackle problems with fire ants in the Redlands 
and elsewhere. There’s support for conservation activities for target species and rangers to help deliver that work.  

It’s a great problem to have that I quite literally can’t fit all that we are delivering for our region in today’s contribution. And I hope 
that it gives my constituents some encouragement that, after a decade of stagnation under the previous government, the 
Redlands is coming to life.  

We are doing what we promised Queenslanders we would. Respecting your money, with action on the cost of living. Ensuring 
access to health care when you need it most. Better transport infrastructure to get around our region swiftly and safely. More 
places for Redlanders to live, tackling the cost of housing. Giving our next generation the school education they deserve, and 
great training and jobs thereafter.  

There is of course still more to do, and it’s my privilege to work daily to get Redlanders the strong community, vibrant economy 
and rich opportunity they deserve. With this budget, we take another step closer to that important objective. 
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Ms McMAHON (Macalister—ALP) (4.13 pm): I rise to make my contribution to the debate on the 
budget. This is a blue budget in many ways in that, if nothing else, it fails to deliver for the people of 
Logan and more specifically for those in my electorate. If it’s in the blue it’s probably not true—and for 
Logan, if it’s in blue there’s nothing in it for you. The Premier talked a big game before the election, full 
to the brim of slogans. The problem is that, once elected, those words have to be backed by action. 
Remember this one: ‘We will deliver projects on time and on budget’? How about, ‘Delivering for all of 
Queensland,’ or even, ‘Respect for taxpayers money’? How about this one: ‘Ours will be a government 
of accountability and transparency’? That was the biggest whopper of them all. 

The best way that we in opposition, as members in proxy of the public, can hold this government 
accountable and assess its transparency is through this budget process, so we look to the budget 
papers to determine where and how this budget will allocate $1.12 trillion in its capital program over the 
next four years. This is a big responsibility, and one would think that for a sum of money that large there 
would be accountability. The people of Queensland deserve that. Transport infrastructure represents 
the biggest capital expenditure in this budget—almost $24 billion—so how much transparency is there 
in this budget for where that $24 billion is spent? How much of that is going towards the M1 project in 
Logan? It is not mentioned in Budget Paper No. 3, nor is it mentioned in the Transport and Main Roads 
SDS. 

Everyone who travels the M1 knows the congestion that commences almost as soon as you 
cross the Logan River heading north, and that bottleneck continues until Springwood. Since this 
government was elected, the M1 upgrade has completely stalled. What was meant to be a rolling project 
from Eight Mile Plains all the way through to the Logan Motorway was meant to continue. Once one 
stage was completed, the next was to begin. Community consultations occurred and all elected 
members across all levels of government of all colours were regularly briefed when we were in 
government, but since October 2024 there has been not one departmental update on the status of this 
project. Our community demands to know what is happening. People who have had properties resumed 
are being offered their houses back. Why? 

Members of the LNP were more than happy to stand in front of the completed stage 1 with road 
upgrades and new busway station completion, all smiles, opening work that was all but completed 
under the Labor government, but what is happening with this project and why the secrecy? Where is 
the transparency? Does the QTRIP document that purports to provide greater details on specific road 
infrastructure projects provide any further clarity? Let’s look. Despite being one of only two projects that 
fall into the $1 billion-plus category, there are no procurement dates and no construction times 
indicated—nothing, not a dollar figure, not even a projected future start date for a next stage. I remind 
members that for every year this project is delayed the cost of delivering it will only go up. Maybe that 
is the plan.  

When it comes time for this government to be held accountable in 2028, it will cry poor and blame 
Labor—that is and has been its go-to—or is it going to wait until 2028 and pull out the sod-turning 
shovels and wait for us to pat its members on the back as they look down on us with their patronising 
benevolence, saying, ‘Look what we’re doing for you’? I ask the minister: when will Logan residents see 
him pull his finger out and get on with this project? Come down to Logan and tell the residents about 
your flashy Sunshine Coast and Gold Coast transport plans— 

Mr LISTER: Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I draw to your attention the 
unparliamentary language and reference made by the member for Macalister. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Marr): I will just take some advice. Member for Macalister, I 
would ask you to withdraw that unparliamentary language. 

Ms McMAHON: I withdraw. Come down to Logan and tell the residents there about your flashy 
Sunshine Coast and Gold Coast transport plans while you leave a current project in Logan lingering on 
the never-never. You might find yourself exceeding the speed limit again just to get out of there.  

This QTRIP document is not worth the paper it is written on. There is little to no detail in this 
document beyond the projects that were originally funded and commenced under Labor—no funding 
details, no timing details. Our communities, our families and our small businesses rely on knowing when 
these vital road infrastructure project upgrades are funded and scheduled. There is no information in 
that for them.  

I refer to the project at the intersection of Beaudesert Beenleigh Road and Bannockburn Road. 
In 2024 I secured funding for an options analysis of the intersection upgrade. The election occurred 
before the options analysis was submitted to government and to date I still have not been able to receive 
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any details on what the options were and what the funding envelope would have been for each option. 
Lo and behold, a line item appeared in last year’s QTRIP for this intersection, itemising the signalisation 
of this intersection. Great! The options paper would have outlined a couple of signalisation options and 
an indicative budget.  

In the 2025 QTRIP there was no dollar amount assigned to this project. I will give them the benefit 
of the doubt and assume that the money spent on the detailed planning and design has come out of 
some central budget amount, but I look to the 2026 QTRIP and I see that, whilst planning is still 
underway—clearly, none of that has involved any community consultation—the minister in response to 
a question on notice assured me it will occur after the detailed designs are done. Apparently, in this 
coming financial year the project will enter procurement and construction will start in early 2027, so 
money should be in this year’s budget, but, no, it is not. It is going to happen in the next financial year, 
yet the budget does not indicate any money for this project. Surely, in order for it to occur in this 
proposed budget, the minister must have some idea of how much this will cost and how long it will take 
to complete or even provide transparency on what is actually going to be built.  

I guess the advantage of hiding this project’s costing and timeline is he gets to sidestep not only 
the commitment of transparency and accountability but also the ability to be held accountable for 
on-time and on-budget projects. If this government is going to get on with the project that we started 
and they deliver it, great—that is awesome news; it is what my community wants, it is what my 
community needs—but be open and transparent about it. Do not come into my community with 
announcements that have no rigour behind them. Show us the plans, show us the budget and show us 
the timeline. I am not interested in the politics of this intersection. We have had too many fatalities at 
this intersection and so many serious accidents. Do not play games with us. Be accountable. Give us 
transparency. Let us know what is happening. If work is going to start this financial year, how much has 
been allocated?  

Speaking of keeping us in the dark, the minister’s inability to provide any answers on when the 
exit 34 lights will come back on is a sore point in my community. When asked about this in a question 
on notice, all the minister could refer to is Brigade Drive, which is an adjacent road but does little to light 
the roundabout at exit 34. He waxed lyrical about exits that are not even in the electorate. As grateful 
as my community probably is for the introduction of the legislation to tackle this problem, it does nothing 
to turn the lights on. I remind the minister that, under his watch, in the darkness of exit 34, we have 
already had a fatality in the wee hours of the morning and that large numbers of pedestrians are forced 
to run the gauntlet crossing these M1 off-ramps and on-ramps in the dark. Will he take responsibility 
for the next fatality or will he tell us when the lights will come back on? 

Education in our area is the key to ensuring our kids have the best access to positive futures. As 
the local MP under the Labor government, I was proud to be part of a government that delivered 
generational investment in our local schools, but under this government it is floundering. The Holmview 
State School was a commitment of mine at the 2020 election. Our 2021 budget announced that the 
Holmview and Bahrs Scrub area would get a new primary school—the first for our growing area in 
30 years. In 2022-23 we commenced community consultation and undertook the ministerial designation 
process. With that process informed by community feedback, the community is now having to rely on 
this government to deliver—you know, that ‘delivering for Queensland’ drivel we keep hearing!  

I was glad to see that the MID was signed off in February 2025—not bad going considering the 
change in government—and the school was scheduled to open in 2026. Under this government, the 
project went to tender and contracts were signed back in 2025. As recently as April this year, in answer 
to a question on notice the minister was still insisting that this school would open in 2027. Families have 
made commitments to move to and build in that area based on the information provided by the minister 
and the department.  

The minister came in here earlier this month to announce that the school will now not open until 
2028 and—in news that will surprise no-one—is blaming Labor. Well, minister, the tenders went out 
and the contracts to build were signed under your watch. Where was your due diligence? How does a 
school build blow out by a year from one month to the next? So much for on time and on budget. One 
only needs to compare this year’s line item with last year’s to know that the cost of this project has 
already gone up and pushing the project out another year will only see that cost grow.  

Residents in my area will now have to enrol their kids in a completely different school next year, 
paying for new uniforms they will only get a year out of. What cost-of-living relief will the minister be 
providing those families? The pressure this will place on enrolments in nearby schools, that are already 
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my largest schools in the electorate, is not conducive to quality education. The minister may try to 
assure us there is capacity at the surrounding schools but the actual staff on the ground in these schools 
know better, and they have told me as much.  

There were very few commitments made by this government at the last election for the people 
of Macalister—new seating at the Phoenix Ensemble theatre aside—so I was a bit surprised by the 
announcement in last year’s budget that there would be a new Beenleigh special school. This is 
interesting news, considering there is already a special school in Beenleigh, but I guess using the words 
‘expanded special school’ just does not have the same ring as ‘new school’. Anyone who knows 
Beenleigh could tell you there is very little available freehold land big enough to build a new school so 
this announcement has turned into an annexure of our state primary schools as well as privately owned 
land that includes residential dwellings. Mount Warren Park State School will have up to one-fifth of its 
site subsumed by the new special school campus.  

One may have misgivings about how this government prefers to govern by announcement rather 
than consultation, but what seems extremely laughable is the statement that the Mount Warren Park 
State School campus for the special school is planned for a 2028 opening, as per the project website. 
Considering my previously mentioned concerns about the Holmview State School—which has been 
under construction for almost a year and will not be ready until 2028—you would have to be somewhat 
sceptical that a new special school campus, with new buildings and new construction which has only 
just entered the MID pre-consultation phase last month, would be ready to welcome students in the 
next 12 months. It is laughable. A look at this year’s budget papers confirms it. All the other special 
schools announced last year have line items in this year’s budget—all of them, except for the Beenleigh 
Special School’s new campus. I look forward to the mental gymnastics involved in blaming Labor for 
that one, but that sums up the blue Crisafulli government.  

We are still waiting on information about the new Beenleigh courthouse. The press releases last 
year indicated there would be a $10 million commitment to purchase land for the new Beenleigh 
courthouse. In the last 12 months nothing has advanced, despite a response to a question on notice in 
which the Attorney-General indicated that there had been consultation with the local state member. I 
would like to know which local state member they thought they were consulting in Beenleigh because I 
certainly have not been, and none of the other stakeholders in the area have either. Yet again this year 
it has been pushed off—except not for $10 million. Apparently the Beenleigh courthouse and the 
Townsville courthouse will be built for about $5.6 million and maybe $6 million the following year. 
Clearly, this is a project that is not advancing at all.  

We are promised things, and the blue billboards everywhere continue to say ‘They are building 
this’ and ‘They are going to announce this,’ but there is nothing in the budget to substantiate those 
claims. You can put it in the newspaper and you can put it on billboards all you like, but people want to 
see you deliver. If you are going to put that D-word—deliver—up there you may as well actually start 
putting things on the ground. Everyone is getting sick and tired of the blue because they know it is not 
delivering anything for us locally.  

This sums up the blue Crisafulli government. When the Treasurer’s own speech mentions Labor 
29 times, but infrastructure only 13 times and cost of living 10 times, Queenslanders know that this 
government is all about buck-passing and accountability. It is a government that is not delivering on its 
promises to Queensland. It is certainly not delivering for Macalister. It is certainly not delivering for 
Queensland.  

Ms DOOLEY (Redcliffe—LNP) (4.28 pm): It is a privilege to rise today to speak in support of the 
2026-27 Queensland budget. I am proud to represent the people of Redcliffe. Thank you to Treasurer 
David Janetzki for delivering a responsible budget that strengthens the foundations for a fresh start and 
shows respect for taxpayers’ money. I thank Premier David Crisafulli for his leadership and vision for a 
stronger, better Queensland. This budget is about keeping our promises, restoring confidence and 
building Queensland’s future. It is a budget that recognises the challenges Queenslanders are facing, 
while delivering practical solutions to make life easier, communities safer, services stronger and 
opportunities greater.  

When the Crisafulli government came to office we uncovered billions in unfunded commitments, 
major infrastructure blowouts and growing debt. Despite those challenges, this budget delivers what 
Queenslanders voted for: fiscal responsibility, financial discipline and putting Queensland on a pathway 
back to surplus. Importantly, this budget delivers for my electorate of Redcliffe. Every week I meet 
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residents from across the peninsula who tell me they want safer streets, affordable housing, better 
health care, help with the cost of living and governments that get out of the way and deliver. That is 
exactly what this budget does.  

This budget continues the Crisafulli government’s fully funded Hospital Rescue Plan and delivers 
the investment needed to get the Redcliffe Hospital right and fit for purpose. We are delivering an 
additional 210 beds, alongside new operating theatres, an upgraded maternity and education centre 
and expanded health services as well as an additional 530 car parks. I continue to fight for a dedicated 
mental health unit to be included in the redevelopment and expansion. Thank you to everybody who 
has already signed my petition. We are redesigning the project based on clinical advice so that we build 
the hospital our community needs and that is fit for purpose for the future. This budget also supports 
more doctors, nurses, paramedics and allied health professionals. As a registered nurse I welcome the 
2,000 fee-free places for the Diploma of Nursing to see more nurses filling our wards. It delivers more 
elective surgeries through Surgery Connect, helping Queenslanders receive life-changing procedures 
sooner. For Redcliffe families that means health care closer to home.  

Community safety remains one of our highest priorities, and this budget delivers $7.2 billion to 
make Queensland safer. Here in Redcliffe we are investing $44 million to upgrade the Redcliffe Police 
Station, ensuring that our hardworking frontline officers have the facilities they need. The current station 
has passed its use-by date, with double the volume of officers using it from when it was originally built. 
We are also investing in youth crime prevention and early intervention programs, including our 
commitment of $2 million to support the Redcliffe Area Youth Space and its innovative Edu Space 
program delivering Gold Standard Early Intervention, giving young people every opportunity to succeed 
and turn their lives around.  

Housing remains one of the most significant challenges facing Queensland and my electorate of 
Redcliffe. This budget invests $12.3 billion to unlock housing supply, support home ownership and 
deliver more social and community housing. The Redcliffe youth foyer will create pathways out of 
homelessness for vulnerable youth aged 16 to 25, with wraparound supports. I have also been 
advocating strongly for additional supported housing and crisis accommodation in Redcliffe. Currently 
we have 80 units being built or in the pipeline through state funding to help provide a place to call home. 
These projects are about dignity, stability and giving people a place to call home.  

Cost of living remains one of the biggest pressures facing families, and that is why I welcome the 
largest ongoing cost-of-living relief package in Queensland’s history. For Redcliffe families that is 
50-cent fares, Play On! vouchers, the increased Back to School Boost, free kindy health checks, 
increased electricity rebates and frozen bulk water prices. Just last week I was at Peninsula Power 
opening their amenities block at Bradley Park, where I heard they have redeemed $73,000 in Play On! 
vouchers. That is multiplied throughout sporting codes right across the peninsula. These are real, 
practical measures that put money back in family budgets through the Back to School Boost. We will 
also start to see energy prices come down with our Energy Roadmap.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, you have reviewed and approved my speech for incorporation. As such, 
I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of Proceedings.  

The speech read as follows— 

This Budget is also investing in the community organisations that make Redcliffe such a vibrant place to live. 

Through our Games On! program and community grants, we are supporting local sporting clubs, schools and volunteer 
organisations. 

We have also delivered lighting upgrades for Peninsula Power and Dolphins Soccer Club, supporting the design of new women’s 
change room at Redcliffe Tigers, assisting Bramble Bay Bowls Club with a new canopy and artificial green. Delivering upgrades 
and enhancements to Scarborough Boat Harbour, empowering women to get their lives back on track after domestic and family 
violence by funding wellbeing workshops through Miracle Mums Movement, through Gambling Community Benefit Funds grants 
to Kippa-Ring Kindergarten, Redcliffe and District Woodcrafters, Redcliffe Peninsula Surf Life Saving Club, Mousetrap Theatre 
Company. 

We have delivered $7.5 million for safety and congestion improvements at the Elizabeth Avenue and Anzac Avenue intersection 
helping commuters get home safely.  

The Budget continues major investments in road, rail and transport infrastructure while supporting planning for the 2032 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games.  

We are so excited to have the 10,000 seat Moreton Bay Indoor Stadium built at Moreton Central, at Petrie. This will be 
generational infrastructure with a legacy well beyond 2032 for our region.  
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The benefits of this Budget extend beyond Redcliffe through investments in the Moreton Bay TAFE Centre of Excellence, the 
wildlife hospital at Dakabin and water security upgrades at North Pine Dam. 

I will continue to advocate for crisis accommodation in Redcliffe, a High-Performance Centre for Dolphins NRL so we can have 
a Dolphins NRL Women’s team. More fixed and mobile CCTV cameras to deter hooning in Redcliffe, a much-needed bus service 
for Newport. For upgrades to Scarborough Bowls Club and Redcliffe Hockey club and our rural fire service on Moreton Island to 
get upgrades to their fire stations at Bulwer, Cowan Cowan and Kooringal. As well as a designated Business and Community 
Precinct to help address the rise of antisocial behaviour in our CBD, public parks and spaces.  

This is a Government focused on strengthening the foundations. 

Strengthening the foundations of our economy. 

Strengthening the foundations of our health system. 

Strengthening the foundations of community safety. 

Strengthening the foundations of housing. 

And strengthening the foundations of opportunity for future generations. 

The people of Redcliffe elected a government that would listen, deliver and plan for the future. 

This Budget delivers real cost-of-living relief, safer communities, better healthcare, more housing and the infrastructure our 
growing state needs. 

Most importantly, it delivers for the people of Redcliffe. 

This budget reflects the values of our community, what Redcliffe needs and the vision of the Crisafulli Government. 

A vision of a stronger Queensland. 

A vision of opportunity. 

And a vision of strengthening the foundations today so we can build an even better future tomorrow. 

I commend the Budget to the House. 

Mr MARTIN (Stretton—ALP) (4.33 pm): Budgets are about choices. They reveal what a 
government values, which communities it is prepared to invest in and who it is prepared to leave behind. 
For the people of Stretton, this budget delivers a clear yet unwelcome message: under this government 
you will pay more, wait longer and get less. It is full of glossy announcements and recycled promises, 
but once the headlines are stripped away the funding gaps are obvious.  

Good governments should make life more affordable, improve essential services and build for 
the future. This budget does not do that. Queenslanders still face rising rents, mortgage stress, 
expensive groceries, high fuel prices and pressure on household bills. At the same time, this LNP 
government is delaying major infrastructure and failing to deliver the relief that families need now. The 
Treasurer will receive billions more in royalties, land tax and stamp duty, yet there is no serious new 
cost-of-living package for the families sitting around the kitchen table trying to work out which bill can 
wait. The most shocking part of this budget is that, despite the lack of support for battling 
Queenslanders, job losses in the Public Service and income from royalties and other taxes, gross state 
debt continues to rise at unprecedented levels.  

I also want to talk about multicultural communities—something I am very passionate about. The 
LNP claim that they stand up for multicultural communities, but in my opinion they have failed 
multicultural Queenslanders. I am proud to be part of a party that will loudly and clearly stand up for 
multicultural Queenslanders with more funding for these fantastic organisations, especially in the 
current climate we face in Australia and in Queensland. Around Australia we have seen a rise in racism 
and hatred towards migrants from One Nation and its supporters. Instead of standing up against this 
hate, the LNP continue to duck and weave. In an effort to keep votes we see those opposite unwilling 
to stand up to Pauline Hanson. They are quiet, meek and mild—and it is not okay. By refusing to stand 
up to One Nation, those opposite are throwing multicultural communities under the bus.  

My electorate of Stretton is one of the most multicultural communities in Queensland. Families 
work hard, pay taxes, run businesses, participate in civic life and contribute to every part of our 
community. The diversity of Stretton is not a peripheral feature; it is who we are and it is our strength. 
One Nation has consistently promoted policies and rhetoric that undermine multicultural communities. 
Their language casts multicultural communities as people to be suspicious of and the cause of every 
problem we face. Their record in Queensland is one of division. They have traded on fear and suspicion 
about immigration and they have repeatedly tried to divide our community. Instead of displaying 
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leadership in government, the Premier and the LNP have shown little willingness to distance themselves 
from One Nation’s agenda on the issues that matter most to communities like mine. The LNP has 
benefited from this arrangement, as we saw in the Stafford by-election.  

We need to support our communities at a time when they are under attack, and this LNP is 
nowhere to be seen. This is why a future Labor government will double funding for multicultural 
community celebrations and festivals. A future Labor government will bring the funding pool to $2 million 
in grants available and boost the funding from $1.8 million to $4 million in grants per year. As the 
member for Stretton, I attend many of these fantastic multicultural community organisation events. They 
are run by fantastic volunteers. They work in all different parts of the government. They run different 
businesses. They are fantastic Queenslanders. It is our duty as MPs to put forward our support for 
people, wherever they come from, loudly rather than being quiet about it because you are worried about 
losing votes to One Nation.  

Upon forming government the LNP promised discipline, delivery and respect for taxpayers’ 
money. Instead what we have received is delays, blowouts and excuses. The Premier also promised 
to reduce crime victim numbers. In fact, he staked his job on it. We all know that the Premier has not 
fixed crime; he has just fixed the figures. Queenslanders deserve crime statistics they can trust. That is 
why Labor is proposing the Queensland community safety statistics bureau, which will remove political 
spin and give the parliament and the public clear, reliable, independent information. People need to be 
safe. They also need confidence that figures presented by the government are honest.  

Across Queensland, the health system is also under increasing pressure. This government 
claims waiting lists are improving, yet more Queenslanders are waiting to see a specialist and too many 
patients are waiting longer than clinically recommended. Under this LNP government, Queensland’s 
specialist waitlist is ballooning. Ambulance ramping remains a serious problem and, as usual, the LNP 
are trying to twist the data to claim that what they are doing is working, but we can see that it is not. 
Across Queensland, hospital projects have been delayed and specialist waitlists have grown. Every 
delay means beds are delivered later and frontline staff carry the pressure for longer. Media releases 
do not treat patients. Queenslanders need infrastructure, a workforce and honest delivery.  

This LNP budget contains several major transport project delays and deferrals across the state. 
It is one broken promise after another. The LNP is claiming credit for many of our projects. It was Labor 
that identified the capacity bottleneck between Kuraby and Beenleigh. Labor developed the Logan and 
Gold Coast Faster Rail project, committed the funding and progressed the planning and procurement 
needed to deliver it. This government has quietly claimed credit for that inherited work, but they have 
failed to plan for its consequences.  

The Warrigal Road level crossing is becoming one of the worst congestion points in Brisbane’s 
south. Every time the boom gates come down, traffic backs up through Runcorn and surrounding 
suburbs. Modelling has shown that after Cross River Rail the gates could be closed for up to 39 minutes 
between seven and eight in the morning. For my community, that means delayed buses, longer traffic 
queues and more vehicles churning through local streets. I wrote to the transport minister requesting 
funding to begin the planning and design for the removal of the Warrigal Road level crossing, yet this 
LNP budget contains no funding, no planning commitment and no clear pathway forward for something 
that is very important.  

I also want to touch on the Coopers Plains level crossing, which is just outside my electorate but 
is used by many people who live within Stretton. It is a project that my community has been waiting for 
for many years—about 40 years, I think. The funding was previously allocated. Concerningly, one thing 
I have picked up from the budget documents is that it has been removed from the 2025-26 Queensland 
Transport and Roads Investment Program. That is concerning but it is still a little unclear and our 
community deserves answers. The government should explain the delays and provide a clear timeline 
for the delivery of the Coopers Plains level crossing because the people of Stretton have been waiting 
long enough.  

With education, a similar pattern is emerging. Sunnybank Hills State School will receive new 
learning, administration and amenities spaces, which is good. That investment is well deserved for one 
of Queensland’s highest performing primary schools. However, just one project is not a plan for the 
entire electorate of Stretton. There is no named investment for Stretton State College, Runcorn State 
High School, Kuraby State School, Runcorn Heights State School or Warrigal Road State School. The 
budget lists statewide funding pools for halls, sports facilities, playgrounds and tuckshops.  
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Stretton State College serves one of the fastest growing communities in Queensland. Families 
face serious congestion and safety problems around Gowan Road and between the junior and senior 
campuses. Parents, teachers and students deal with those pressures every day. The community has 
proposed practical solutions, including safer pedestrian access, better drop-off facilities and a long-term 
plan for traffic management around the college. Sadly, this budget does not deliver that.  

Runcorn State High School has the potential to become a major community sporting precinct. 
However, the school needs upgraded fields, lighting, irrigation and change rooms. Shared facilities 
would benefit students and also the local community. Once again, there is no commitment in this 
budget. Our schools are simply told to compete for statewide funding and then hope for the best.  

I turn to sporting facilities and will touch on the Olympics. This government’s neglect is just as 
clear in community sport. Before the budget and many times in this place, I have spoken about 
badminton and table tennis because more than 42,000 Queenslanders participate in badminton and 
about 43,000 participate in table tennis. They are among the fastest growing sports in Queensland. 
There is massive demand for those two sports. Whilst other more established sports enjoy ongoing 
funding, badminton and table tennis do not get the support that they deserve. They are not fringe sports. 
They are central to many of the multicultural communities that I represent. Every week, families struggle 
to find courts while clubs rely on overcrowded and overbooked school halls and temporary 
arrangements.  

Badminton and table tennis are two of the core 28 Olympic sports that will feature in the Brisbane 
2032 games. We need facilities that support junior participation, coaching, para-sports, elite pathways 
and major competitions. We need facilities that will create genuine community legacy from the 2032 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. The government talks a lot about the Olympic legacy but apparently 
that legacy does not extend to the sports played every week by families in Stretton, Sunnybank Hills, 
Runcorn and Calamvale. The LNP can find billions for major stadiums. There is lots and lots of money 
for major stadiums yet very little for badminton and table tennis, which are enjoyed in my community. 
That tells our community everything we need to know about this government’s priorities.  

The government has also failed to act on housing, which is at the centre of the cost-of-living 
crisis. Somehow, the Deputy Premier has actually made the problem worse by removing affordable 
housing requirements from major developments, placing more than 10,000 social and affordable homes 
at risk. Developers were prepared to build those homes but instead this government has allowed those 
homes to be sold or rented at market rates. On the LNP’s watch, the social housing waitlist has grown 
and eligibility rules have not been updated to reflect the housing market that families are navigating 
today. Some Queenslanders risk being removed from the list because support payments now exceed 
an income threshold that was set 20 years ago.  

Housing supply also depends on having enough skilled workers. Queensland needs more 
carpenters, electricians, plumbers, painters and roofers to build the homes, schools, hospitals and 
infrastructure that our state needs. However, in Queensland the number of trade apprentices and 
trainees has fallen by about five per cent compared to 2024. At the same time, the LNP ended the 
successful $1,000 payment for first-year housing construction apprentices.  

Labor will give more young Queenslanders a reason to choose a trade. A future Labor 
government will waive registration fees for priority trade apprentices throughout their training and we 
will also waive the registration fee for the workplace supervisors in the small and family businesses that 
take on those apprentices, which is a fantastic policy. That could save an apprentice about $590 a year, 
which is real money when starting wages for apprentices can be quite low. Often tradies cannot rely on 
public transport because they carry tools, tow trailers, work irregular hours and travel between job sites. 
This policy recognises those realities and puts money back into their pockets and the pockets of the 
small business owners who help to train them.  

Queenslanders were promised a fresh start. Instead, they are paying more and getting less. 
Labor will keep fighting for affordable housing, stronger health services, safer communities, better 
schools and the infrastructure our growing suburbs need. The people of Stretton work hard and play by 
the rules and they contribute enormously to Queensland. They should not be taken for granted. This 
budget is not a plan for their future; it is a budget of broken promises, delayed projects and missed 
opportunities. The people of Stretton deserve better. Labor will continue to stand up for them.  

Mr KEMPTON (Cook—LNP) (4.47 pm): I rise to make my contribution to the parliamentary debate 
on the 2026 state budget. By now, most members of this House will have presented to the parliament 
a stimulating and intellectual account of the fiscal framework of our great state if for no other reason 
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than to attempt to gain notoriety over their erudite colleagues or, in the case of those opposite, to dive 
further into the depths of hyperbole, to put it mildly. I will begin my contribution with an etymological 
examination of the word ‘budget’. The word ‘budget’ can be traced back to the Latin word ‘bulga’, 
meaning a leather pouch used by travellers, tinkers and soldiers to carry small items or food. In Old 
French, a ‘bougette’ was a little bag or purse.  

Mr Stevens interjected.  

Mr KEMPTON: The member might learn something if he listens. By the 15th century, use of the 
word had crossed into the English language when, in Shakespearean times, a ‘budget’ was often just 
a pack or wallet. Over time, the meaning shifted from the physical bag to the contents of the bag and it 
was used to describe a bundle of news or a thick letter full of gossip.  

The term took a satirical meaning and, ultimately, its connection to modern-day fiscal policy 
began in Britain in the 18th century when, as the story goes, British Chancellor of the Exchequer Sir 
Robert Walpole faced a massive backlash for proposing a new, unpopular excise tax. Satirical political 
cartoonists of the era mocked him as a pedlar carrying a bougette—or bag—of trickery. The opposition 
then published a pamphlet titled The Budget Opened, a phrase that quickly caught on as shorthand for 
revealing national revenue and expenditure. If Walpole handed a free kick to the opposition and the 
political satirists of the day, then surely the latest Albanese-Chalmers federal budget fiasco handed the 
entire series to Angus Taylor and what is left of the political satirists in Australia today.  

By the mid-1750s, the finance minister’s annual statement to parliament was formally referred to 
as ‘opening the budget’, a literal reference to a leather bag containing the government’s financial 
reports. By the 19th century, the term broadened outside of government to describe general, quantified 
financial plans for individuals, households and businesses. Today, ‘budget’ is utilised universally both 
as a noun and a verb to manage or allocate not just money but also time, energy and resources, and 
even no-frills hire cars. Our Premier might know ‘budget’ as ‘il bilancio’, whereas the member for 
Maryborough, if he is to be believed, describes the budget as a ‘proupologismos’. In any language, it is 
a significant component of the political calendar year.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Marr): Member for Cook, if you use another language you do 
have to tell us what it means, thank you.  

Mr KEMPTON: ‘Budget’.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Cook.  

Mr KEMPTON: You might confirm it, member. 
Mr Barounis: Yes, it is correct.  

Mr KEMPTON: The state’s economy—and, in fact, the national economy—is influenced by fiscal 
and monetary policy. The Reserve Bank is responsible for monetary policy controlling interest rates and 
supply, whereas fiscal policy is controlled by the Treasurer and involves government spending, taxes 
and so on. The complex interplay between the two is way beyond my comprehension and is best left 
to Treasury officials.  

What of the 2026 state budget? When the LNP Crisafulli government was elected in 2024, the 
Premier made a covenant with Queenslanders to clean up Labor’s crisis after 10 years of decline. The 
Premier knew the task would not be easy; however, along with his ministers and his team, most of 
whom represent regional areas, he got on with the job. Nowhere will you find better evidence that our 
Premier is a man of his word than in the budget handed down by the Treasurer this week.  

We said we would make Queensland safer, which we continue to do with: $7.2 billion on more 
police, intervention and rehabilitation programs, more resources and victim support; a place to call 
home for Queenslanders, $12.2 billion; a record $35.5 billion on hospital and health services; 
$55.9 billion on our roads and transport infrastructure; $7.1 billion on our Olympic Games delivery plan; 
and $23.1 billion on our schools—all of this without one new or increased tax and, in fact, we have cut 
two of Labor’s taxes.  

My electorate of Cook poses a significant challenge at budget time as it is as diverse as it is vast, 
with a complex transport system, numerous local councils, most of which are Indigenous, several 
hospitals, many health clinics, two dozen schools and a large multicultural population. My electorate 
covers half of the Great Barrier Reef and hosts numerous industries including mining, agriculture, 
horticulture, grazing, fishing, tourism and so on. I am confident this budget is responsive not only to my 
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advocacy for my electorate but also to its ongoing growth and prosperity. However, I am not complacent 
and will continue to fight for safety in our homes, improved hospital services, more access to education, 
better roads and improved housing. This is my pledge. I commend the bill to the House.  

Hon. MC de BRENNI (Springwood—ALP) (4.53 pm): Deputy Speaker, with your indulgence, I 
would firstly like to wish my beautiful bride, Kristie, a happy 22nd wedding anniversary. I love you more 
than ever, and I am very sorry I cannot be with you today.  

Budgets reveal priorities. They reveal what a government values. They reveal whether election 
promises were genuine commitments or simply slogans designed to win votes. This budget reveals a 
government that promised Queenslanders one thing before the election and delivered something 
completely different afterwards. Queenslanders were promised cost-of-living relief for as long as they 
needed it. They were promised no cuts to public services. They were promised infrastructure delivery. 
They were promised no new stadium. Instead, they have received delays, broken promises and a 
government that is taking more from Queenslanders while giving less back.  

I believe that Queenslanders are now discovering the difference between campaigning and 
governing. The Crisafulli government was very good at campaigning, but this budget shows the LNP is 
struggling with governing. The Premier promised Queenslanders that reports of Public Service cuts 
were completely untrue—not my words, his words—yet Queenslanders have seen public servants 
shown the door, services reduced and expertise lost. This defining feature of this government has 
become simple: one thing before the election and something completely different afterwards. Nowhere 
is that clearer than in this budget.  

Queensland families looking for help with the cost of living will find very little relief here. People 
in the community I serve tell me their household budgets will now be under increased pressure. 
Meanwhile, this government continues to collect more and more revenue from Queenslanders. Stamp 
duty revenue has increased and royalties are increasing by billions, yet Queenslanders are not seeing 
that return through meaningful cost-of-living support. This government is taking more from 
Queenslanders, making more from Queenslanders and giving less back.  

At the same time this government is taking $4.9 billion in funding for critical health, transport and 
infrastructure projects and pushing it back—meaning projects are delayed—communities are left 
waiting and opportunities are missed. That is not what Queenslanders were promised. The 
consequences are being felt in communities like the ones I represent. Residents across Logan and the 
southern Redlands know exactly what the infrastructure delays are going to mean for them: they sit 
longer in traffic, and that costs; they spend less time with their families, and that is not fair; they travel 
on roads that need upgrading, and that is just dangerous; and they continue waiting for projects that 
should already be underway. That is what the LNP has delivered for them.  

Labor secured a $1 billion down payment to finish the M1 between Daisy Hill and the Logan 
Motorway. We secured the funding, we got the project moving and we did the work, yet today the 
community is still waiting for certainty, waiting for timeframes, waiting for answers and waiting for the 
government to explain where the project sits in its priorities. That is what the LNP has delivered on 
this—nothing. The same applies to Beenleigh-Redland Bay Road. Labor funded the planning because 
we recognised the need, yet local residents say they cannot see in this budget any funding to progress 
the project.  

The same story is repeated at Mount Cotton Road. The budget mentions an upgrade at the Valley 
Way intersection, but where is the scope, where is the funding detail, where is the construction timetable 
and where was the community consultation? Most importantly, why has the government failed to 
progress the project the community actually overwhelmingly supported: the upgrade to the intersection 
of Mount Cotton Road and Double Jump Road—an intersection where lives have been lost, an 
intersection that has already undergone planning and consultation and an intersection local residents 
know needs action? In fact, the southern Redlands have been left out in the cold in this budget. There 
is no metro funding. There is no mention of the stage 2 upgrade to Cleveland-Redland Bay Road, even 
though Labor had it shovel-ready. There is no mention of the new mental health facility at Redland 
Hospital. No funding amounts nor timelines for the car park within the Weinam Creek Priority 
Development Area can be found. The LNP budget delivers nothing locals can see, especially in the 
southern Redlands.  

Too often this government talks about infrastructure while delaying the very projects communities 
need. The same can be said for community safety. Before the election, the LNP promised safer 
communities. Instead, locals have seen a government which had to be dragged kicking and screaming 
into keeping local police beats open.  
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In Springwood, more than 1,850 people signed a petition not asking for something new or 
extravagant but simply asking the LNP government not to take something away from them. Think about 
that. The community had to fight to stop a police facility from disappearing. Even now, one facility 
remains closed and overall staffing in our police beats is down 75 per cent. That is not strengthening 
community safety; that is retreating from it. That is why locals do not feel safer. The Logan district is 
one of the busiest policing districts in Queensland. The Springwood Police Station serves more than 
40,000 residents. Those police need our support. Our communities need visible policing. That is why I 
will continue fighting for additional police officers, upgraded police beats and security cameras at 
Underwood Park, Homestead Park and Usher Park and at key road intersections. These do not show 
up as priorities in this budget. 

The same lack of priority can be seen in emergency services. As Logan and the southern 
Redlands continue to grow, demand for our firefighters continues to grow too. The Mount Cotton Road 
fire station needs an aerial appliance because it could and would save lives, and it would already have 
saved lives. That should be enough, but it is not enough for this self-obsessed Premier.  

Community infrastructure tells a similar story. This government talks about strong communities, 
but strong communities are built through investment. They are built by volunteers, parents, sporting 
clubs and community organisations working together, and governments should be supporting that 
effort. Instead, hardworking local volunteers are being left waiting because this LNP government clearly 
does not care about them.  

The budget references projects, including a new hall at Shailer Park State High School and 
upgrades for Cornubia Park Netball Association. Today they held their sports day and the students had 
to compete in the rain because the hall has not been delivered. In the budget there is no clear funding 
envelope, no construction timetable and no certainty for the community. Two years later people are still 
waiting. The same question remains: where is the funding for the outside-school-hours-care facility at 
Kimberley Park State School? This omission proves how fake the LNP are.  

Where is the Mount Cotton State School hall and performing arts centre? That omission proves 
that the LNP are, once again, taking Mount Cotton for granted. Where are the Springwood State High 
School and Springwood Pumas upgrades? Where is the support for a canteen, toilets and the basics 
of accessible pathways for the Rochedale Rovers? Where is the help for the Creek Tigers? Where is 
the help for the Springwood Suns? Local sporting clubs are being asked to fend for themselves, while 
billions of dollars of taxpayers’ money is committed to a stadium Queenslanders were promised would 
never be built. You get a stadium on the north side but nothing concrete for your local sporting club.  

Then there is housing. Perhaps nowhere is the gap between promise and performance greater. 
Queenslanders were promised action on housing, yet families continue to struggle. Young people 
continue to wonder whether they will ever own a home. Vulnerable Queenslanders continue to wait for 
support. When Labor was in government, we built housing—real homes for everyday people. That is 
what action looks like.  

That is why Labor’s budget reply offers practical solutions that help Queenslanders now while 
building for the future. Labor will introduce a portable rental bond scheme. We will return rental bond 
interest to renters. We know that renters are doing it tough. We know that moving house can place 
enormous pressure on a household budget. Allowing renters to transfer their bonds between properties 
and returning the interest earned on those bonds will provide real help to get a foothold.  

Labor will also introduce free registration for Queensland apprentices. Queensland had around 
74,000 apprentices and trainees in training last year. Many rely on vehicles to get to worksites and 
transport their tools. Free rego for them and their trade supervisor too if they are in a small business 
will reduce costs, support skills development and help address the workforce shortages holding back 
housing construction.  

Labor has won permanent protection of 50-cent fares. We have secured the numbers in this 
parliament to lock 50-cent fares in law—a practical measure that is already helping Queenslanders 
every day. It is happening because thousands of Queenslanders signed our petition.  

Labor will increase support for Queensland’s multicultural communities through greater 
investment in festivals, events and community programs because Queensland’s diversity is one of our 
greatest strengths. Labor stands against division, whilst the LNP is too weak and too scared of Pauline 
Hanson.  
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The true test of a budget is simple: does it make people’s lives better? Does it help them get 
home sooner? Does it make their community safer? Does it help their local sporting club? Does it help 
them find an affordable place to call home? The answer many people in Logan and the southern 
Redlands gave me this week was, ‘No, this budget does not.’ They said it is not a budget of delivery; it 
is a budget of delays. It is not a budget of investment; it is a budget of sneaky delays. It is not a budget 
that meets the needs of growing communities; it is a budget that leaves them waiting.  

Labor’s budget reply offers a different path: support for renters and real solutions on housing 
affordability; support for apprentices and tradies; support for affordable transport; and support for 
multicultural communities. They are practical measures that help Queenslanders now while building for 
the future. They are practical measures that bring people together. They are practical measures that 
give people who work hard a hand up. They are measures that put us all on a level starting line and 
help us succeed.  

Queenslanders deserve more than slogans. They deserve more than words that rhyme. They 
deserve a government that does what it says. This budget shows, once again, that the Crisafulli 
government is all photo-op and no follow-up.  

Deputy Speaker, before I conclude my speech, and with your indulgence and that of the House, 
I want to speak briefly about someone whom many in this place know well. Darren Cann has been a 
familiar face in this House for many years. Our entire Labor team and even those opposite such as the 
Premier and the Deputy Premier have come to know Darren well. He has served as a senior adviser to 
Labor governments and oppositions since the Bligh government.  

It is with deep sadness that I share that Darren will soon be moving on, having been offered an 
undeniable opportunity to expand his horizons and his career. I have had the great fortune of working 
closely with Darren during my time in this place, particularly as a leader of the house and now as the 
Manager of Opposition Business. His ability to interpret legislation and his deep institutional knowledge 
of the standing orders and operations of this place are literally unmatched, and that is no reflection, of 
course, on the Clerk, Mr Laurie.  

His talent and contribution to our Labor team, to the democratic institution of the Queensland 
parliament and to this state will be sorely missed. I know that he will continue to offer his wisdom as our 
Labor team takes the fight up to this government, albeit from a less stressful seat away from this place. 
On behalf of the state parliamentary Labor Party, all who have worked with him or come to know him, I 
sincerely thank Darren for his contribution to our state and wish him nothing but the best in his next 
career move. 

Opposition members: Hear, hear!  
Hon. AC POWELL (Glass House—LNP) (Minister for the Environment and Tourism and Minister 

for Science and Innovation and Acting Minister for Sport and Racing and Minister for the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games) (5.06 pm): I rise to support the LNP government’s second budget. This budget 
strengthens the foundations of a fresh start for Queensland. Queenslanders voted for a government 
that would do what it said it would do, and that is exactly what this budget delivers. This budget is about 
delivery. It is about responsible financial management. It is about keeping our promises. It is about 
delivering all of this with no new taxes and no increased taxes.  

I begin in my electorate of Glass House. This budget delivers for my local community, and it 
delivers for the future growth of the region. Strong communities need the infrastructure, the services 
and the opportunities to keep pace with growth. Through this budget we are delivering improved safety 
at the Beerburrum Road intersection near Elimbah State School. We are delivering long-awaited safety 
upgrades to several dangerous intersections along the D’Aguilar Highway. We are delivering a new 
rural fire brigade station at Delaneys Creek. We are investing in infrastructure to support the growing 
community of Waraba. These projects will make our communities safer and ensure we are planning for 
the next generation.  

Very excitingly, we are delivering years 11 and 12 at Woodford P-10 State School. We are 
improving accessibility at Maleny and Montville state schools. These investments mean local students 
can access better opportunities closer to home. This budget invests in our local schools, supports 
frontline emergency services and delivers the infrastructure growing communities need.  

This budget strengthens the foundations of a fresh start across Queensland. It builds on the work 
we have undertaken since coming to government. It delivers on the commitments we made to 
Queenslanders. Importantly, it continues the important work of cleaning up the decade of decline under 
Labor.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_170633
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In the areas of the environment, tourism, science and innovation we are doing what we said we 
would do. We are investing a record $330.5 million to protect the Great Barrier Reef. We are expanding 
protected areas across the state. We are backing in more rangers, wildlife hospitals and threatened 
species recovery. That is why this budget continues the biggest boost to Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
rangers in Queensland’s history through our More Rangers, Better Neighbours program. It is why we 
are investing in controlling invasive pests and weeds. It is why we are determined to continue our 
record-breaking fire management program. Good environmental stewardship is about practical action: 
backing our rangers, protecting threatened species, managing our national parks and ensuring 
Queensland’s natural assets are cared for and protected for future generations.  

We are also delivering a fresh start for waste and recycling. After a decade of decline under the 
former Labor government, Queensland is now second last in national recycling rates. There is not a 
single Queenslander who would be happy to know that our New South Wales neighbours are ahead of 
us. That is why we have released the Less Landfill, More Recycling 2035 Strategy, and we have backed 
it with almost $1 billion in investment. We are helping councils get more waste out of landfill because 
the less waste that goes over the weighbridge the less levy councils pay.  

We are also continuing our record investment in tourism. Never forget that this government 
backed Queensland’s tourism industry after Labor hid their secret budget cut of 95 per cent. We are 
delivering Destination 2045. We are positioning Queensland as the home of the holiday, and we are 
backing regional tourism operators and communities. This budget continues our $100 million 
investment to attract major events—and haven’t there been some crackers! It continues our $75 million 
commitment to secure more aviation connections and it continues investment in tourism infrastructure 
right across Queensland. We are also investing in Queensland’s future industries. We are backing 
science, backing innovation and strengthening the pathway from research to commercialisation 
because Queensland has the talent, ideas and capability to compete with the best in the world.  

In my acting portfolio responsibilities, the sport, racing and Olympic and Paralympic Games 
budget strengthens the foundations of a fresh start. It delivers certainty and it delivers investment. After 
years of chaos and uncertainty, Queensland finally has a clear plan for Brisbane 2032. We have 
restored accountability, we have restored confidence and we are getting on with delivering the 
infrastructure that will leave a legacy for Queenslanders. This budget delivers funding to enhance our 
major venues. It includes the biggest upgrade to Suncorp Stadium in its history and it ensures 
Queensland is ready to welcome the world. The 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games are not just 
about 16 days of sport; they are about creating opportunities and infrastructure that will benefit 
Queenslanders for decades to come.  

This budget also delivers cost-of-living relief you can rely on, with more $200 Play On! sports 
vouchers for children’s sport, while our grassroots sporting clubs can deliver more upgrades through 
the second round of the Games On! program. We are also delivering for racing with the $200 million 
Racing Future Fund. We are investing in infrastructure across all three racing codes and we are backing 
country racing communities right across Queensland, because racing supports jobs, regional 
economies and communities across the state. Through the sporting partnership fund, our state sporting 
organisations now have four years of funding certainty. That is real partnership, backing those who 
deliver towards 2032.  

Whether it is the reef, our national parks, our tourism industry, our innovation and science 
sectors, our sporting future or local communities like Glass House, this budget is delivering on what we 
said we would do. It strengthens the foundations of a fresh start and it builds a stronger Queensland 
for the future.  

The Deputy Speaker has reviewed and approved my speech on the budget for incorporation. As 
such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated into the Record of Proceedings. 

The speech read as follows— 
Speaker, this Budget is about doing what we promised. 

It reflects calm, methodical financial management and a clear focus on delivery. 

While Queenslanders are getting a fresh start, those opposite are still trying to explain a decade of decline. 

In October 2024 Queenslanders rejected the approach of the former Labor Government and the Leader of the Opposition. 

Queenslanders voted for a Government focused on delivery. 

And that is exactly what the Crisafulli Government’s second budget delivers. 
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Protecting the Great Barrier Reef 

Speaker, nobody loves the Reef more than Queenslanders. 

That is why this Budget delivers a record $330.5 million investment to protect it. 

Unlike those opposite who spent years talking about the Reef, we are delivering practical action to protect it. 

The Great Barrier Reef contributes $9 billion annually to Australia’s economy and supports 77,000 jobs.  

Our new Reef 2050 Catchment Water Quality Program sets out the actions required—and this landmark investment delivers the 
plan to get it done. 

This investment provides certainty for regional communities, landholders and industries already leading the way on water quality. 

Importantly, this record investment secures the 201 FTE across multiple departments that Labor failed to fund in the forwards. 

The Crisafulli Government is delivering practical action to secure the Reef for the next generation, because a healthy Reef means 
a strong future for Queensland. 

Growing world class protected areas and ecotourism 

Speaker, the Crisafulli Government is delivering on its plans to grow our protected areas by 1.8 million hectares. 

From the beaches to the bush and beyond we are protecting the natural spaces that define our state. 

Our Destination 2045 vision is about unlocking new and enhanced tourism experiences across Queensland—and this Budget 
puts that plan into action. 

We are investing in our national parks—expanding them, improving them, and making them more accessible—so more 
Queenslanders and visitors can enjoy them. 

This approach supports conservation and biodiversity, while creating jobs and driving growth in regional communities. 

It’s about striking the right balance—protecting our natural assets and putting them to work for Queenslanders. 

Because when we invest in our environment, we invest in our future. 

Speaker, growing our protected areas also means backing the people who care for them—and this Budget delivers through our 
More Rangers, Better Neighbours program. 

Our rangers are on the frontline—managing pests and weeds, responding to fire, and caring for the natural and cultural values 
that define our State. 

This investment strengthens that work and ensures our parks continue to be good neighbours to the communities around them. 

But protecting our environment doesn’t stop at the park boundary. 

Through our Grassroots Environmental Grants, we are backing local communities to lead practical, on-the-ground action—
protecting wildlife, restoring habitats, and caring for the places they know best. 

Because lasting environmental outcomes are driven by partnership—and this Budget puts Queenslanders at the centre of that 
effort. 

This Budget also delivers on our commitment to get on with delivering the Wangetti Trail in Far North Queensland. 

Under Labor this project had no direction, no vision and after seven years, they delivered nothing. 

Under Labor’s leadership, almost half of the entire Wangetti Trail budget was blown on just over 7km—around 8 per cent of the 
trail. 

The Crisafulli Government has stepped up—because we back Far North Queensland—and we have gotten this project back on 
track. 

We are turning plans into progress and are delivering what those opposite could not—a world-class visitor experience, support 
for local jobs and lasting economic opportunities for Far North Queensland. 

Protecting koalas and threatened species 

Queenslanders expect future generations to inherit the wildlife that defines our State—and this Budget delivers. 

We are backing our election commitment to expand wildlife hospitals across Queensland, so they can care for more injured and 
vulnerable animals, including koalas. 

We are also taking action to protect threatened species and support their recovery. 

Because protecting our wildlife means protecting what makes Queensland so special. 

Diverting waste from landfill and boosting recycling rates 

Speaker, during Labor’s decade of decline, Queensland’s recycling rate went backwards because Labor spent more time 
managing headlines instead of fixing the problem. 
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We have released our Less Landfill, More Recycling 2035: Queensland Waste Strategy, which comes with an almost $1 billion 
investment to boost Queensland’s recycling rate.  

Just last week the Crisafulli Government announced projects through the Resource Recovery Boost Fund and GROW FOGO 
Fund what would collectively deliver more than $30 million in savings for Councils each and every year in waste levy costs. 

We’re focused on investing in recycling infrastructure because you only pay the levy on waste that goes over the weighbridge. 

This is what delivery looks like. This is real action that will help Councils deliver real savings for Queenslanders—not the empty 
promises and missed opportunities we saw from Labor. 

Delivering on Destination 2045 to build our tourism future 

Speaker, tourism supports hundreds of thousands of jobs across Queensland. 

But Labor had a secret plan to cut Tourism funding in this state by 95%. 

At a time when every state is competing for visitors, Labor’s plan was to pull industry support. 

The Crisafulli Government is doing the opposite. 

We are continuing our record investment in tourism. 

We are delivering Destination 2045. 

We are attracting more events. 

Securing more flights. 

And creating more reasons for visitors to stay longer and explore every corner of Queensland. 

Unlocking ideas to build Queensland’s future 

Speaker, science and innovation are central to Queensland’s future—driving productivity, creating jobs, and building the 
industries of tomorrow. 

Queenslanders have the ideas, and this Budget helps turn those ideas into real-world outcomes. 

We are strengthening the links between researchers, businesses and markets, so innovation doesn’t sit on the shelf—it delivers. 

We are backing our innovation sector and strengthening the capability that underpins better decision-making. 

Because investing in science and innovation is about keeping Queensland competitive, building resilience, and securing our 
future in a rapidly changing world. 

Sport, Racing and Olympic and Paralympic Games 

Mr Speaker, returning to my Acting portfolio, this Budget delivers right across the breadth of Sport, Racing and Olympic and 
Paralympic Games.  

Our $440.1 million investment in Sport, Racing and Olympic and Paralympic Games is strengthening the foundations for a fresh 
start with better services through a stronger economy. 

Racing 

For too long, the racing industry was left without a plan.  

Infrastructure deteriorated. 

Industry confidence suffered. 

And decisions were kicked down the road. 

This Government changed that.  

The Next Lap changes that. 

The $200 million Racing Future Fund is the biggest commitment to racing infrastructure in generations. 

And it delivers certainty and investment for racing communities across Queensland. 

In South East Queensland, we are partnering with the Brisbane Racing Club to deliver a new $100 million grandstand at Eagle 
Farm ahead of the ageing John Power Stand being condemned in August 2026.  

We are developing a new Racing HQ at Albion Park, securing the metropolitan home for harness racing and co-locating Racing 
Queensland, the Integrity Commission and a new Racing Science Centre.  

We are also backing the bush, by rebuilding the Bundaberg greyhound track, establishing a western harness corridor, and 
continuing country racing programs like the Battle of the Bush.  

Statewide prize money, including QTIS, is committed to be maintained.  
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Olympic and Paralympic Games 

Speaker, after 1,200 days of Labor Games chaos, Queensland finally has a plan. 

Under Labor there was confusion. 

There was delay. 

The Crisafulli Government has restored accountability. 

We restored clarity. 

And we restored confidence. 

Queenslanders have a government that is determined to ensure that when the world’s eyes are on it, we deliver a Games they 
can be proud of. 

Part of the 2032 legacy is the largest upgrade in Suncorp Stadium’s 23-year history.  

We are delivering a world-class fan experience, featuring an Australian-first wrap-around LED halo screen, new terraces and 
entertainment zones, and an activated stadium precinct.  

Speaker, we are delivering it responsibly, funded through the existing Games Legacy Fund and delivered by Stadiums 
Queensland, with no new spending and no new debt.  

This budget provides funding over four years to operate and maintain Stadiums Queensland’s portfolio of nine major venues to 
a contemporary standard, with a capital outlay in this budget to enhance the facilities that will showcase Queensland to the world.  

Sport 

Queenslanders love their sport, and this Government is backing it. 

From delivering the Play On! vouchers that Labor promised but never funded, to investing in more grassroots sporting 
infrastructure through the Games On! program right across our State, we’re doing what we said we would do. 

We’re making it easier for more Queenslanders to get involved, and support their local clubs 

Because when Queenslanders back sport, this Government backs Queenslanders. 

For the first time, our state sporting organisations have certainty.  

Through the Sporting Partnership Fund, we are securing four years of funding for the bodies that hold the relationships, run the 
programs and develop athletes on the ground. This is real partnership: backing those who deliver, not working around them, and 
giving the sector the confidence to plan for 2032.  

Finish 

To put it simply, the Crisafulli LNP Government’s second budget strengthens the foundations of a fresh start for Queensland. 

It delivers on what we said we would do. 

It delivers with no new taxes or increased taxes. 

After a decade of decline under Labor, it delivers the long-term investments needed to protect our environment, grow tourism, 
support innovation, strengthen our regions and build a stronger economy for the future. 

That is the difference between talking about delivery and actually delivering. 

I commend this Budget to the House.  

Hon. MT RYAN (Morayfield—ALP) (5.12 pm): I rise to contribute to the debate on the 2026 
Queensland state budget. This LNP state budget is a budget of bad news and broken promises. This 
budget is costing Queenslanders more but delivering less. The LNP promised that this budget would 
make Queenslanders’ lives easier, but make no mistake: this budget does not come close. 
Queenslanders looking to this budget for immediate help right now will see practically nothing in this 
budget for them.  

It is clear that this LNP government is not doing enough to support Queenslanders during the 
cost-of-living crisis, which is only getting worse under this LNP government. Premier Crisafulli said that 
he would deliver cost-of-living relief as long as Queenslanders needed it. This budget does not deliver 
what is needed. The LNP said that they would deliver generational infrastructure, but instead the LNP 
have delayed many projects in road, public transport and hospitals. These delays to key infrastructure 
will condemn Queenslanders to sitting in traffic for longer, being crammed onto crowded trains, 
demanding ‘where is our bus?’ and waiting in emergency departments or for specialist medical 
appointments.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_171226
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This LNP budget does little to immediately help those who are struggling—the battlers, the 
pensioners, the workers, the families, the many people who call the Morayfield state electorate home. 
Where is the immediate cost-of-living relief for these people? It is certainly hard to find in this bad LNP 
budget. The LNP makes big claims about household bills, but the real test will be this: when you get 
your next electricity bill, is it more or less than the last one? When you get your next water bill, is it more 
or less than the last one? When you get your next car rego bill, is it more or less than the last one? 
When you get your next rates notice, is it more or less than the last one? When you do get those bills, 
just remember the LNP claimed that this budget would do something about making it easier for you—
but this LNP budget is just costing Queenslanders more and giving them less. It is not just me saying 
this. Gary of Burpengary has said to me— 
I just had an email yesterday from my power company that as from 1st July my rates will be going UP (approx 10%). What is 
going on?? My son also got an email from his company that their prices are increasing on 1st July ... I also contacted another 2 
companies to get a comparison, and they too are increasing their rates on 1st July as well.  

Unitywater has issued a statement which says, ‘For the average customer, your water and 
wastewater bill will increase by $63 per annum’ and, of that amount, $7 is directly caused by ‘meeting 
the additional costs arising from the Queensland Government’s price monitoring review’. As ABC News 
reported, ‘Motorists will get another 3.4 per cent increase to vehicle registration.’ As the LGAQ says— 
Queensland households face a growing State Government bin tax after today’s State Budget ... Queenslanders ... will now 
continue wearing an increasing State Government bin tax on their rates bills.  

This LNP budget is just costing Queenslanders more and giving them less.  

Many in the Morayfield state electorate rely on public transport to get around. Under the LNP, 
public transport is getting worse, not better. The failure of the LNP to resolve the ongoing issues with 
Queensland Rail passenger services is causing significant concern for many locals. This is all 
happening under the LNP. Locals are telling me that they are seeing crowded trains, long waits for 
services, longer trip times, three-car sets instead of six-car sets, unsafe conditions and impacts on their 
quality of life. In fact, Fiona of Caboolture South has told me, ‘It’s affecting my quality of life’, ‘This 
situation needs to be rectified urgently’, and ‘This is not good enough for people’. Jenny of Morayfield 
has also raised concerns— 
Just expressing how difficult rail transport from Morayfield to the city is ... This morning for example there were bikes and scooters 
around the doorway, obstacles in themselves, combined with other commuters packed in like sardines. The train lurched and 
quite a few people stumbled and tripped. There were no real injuries this morning, but the possibility is there.  

Kylie of Caboolture said— 
I’m sick of being crammed in, with the train running at half speed due to the number of passengers standing, and having to wait 
15 minutes at the platform if I miss one. It used to be only 5-7 minutes wait.  

It is not clear to me how this LNP budget is addressing the concerns of many when it comes to 
Queensland Rail.  

Another concern not addressed by this LNP state budget relates to the reduction of local train 
station staff that commenced under this LNP government. In fact, there is nothing in this bad LNP 
budget that reverses the reduction of local station staffing that started on 1 May. This means that, 
despite the petition led by my constituent 80-year-old Robyn Dudley and signed by many locals, 
Morayfield, Burpengary and Narangba train stations will continue to have no station staff on weekends. 
This has a big impact on many including those with mobility issues who plan their travel around when 
station staff are on duty, and this has happened under the LNP.  

After the reference to the critical road upgrade project Morayfield Road (Aquatic Centre Drive to 
Graham Road) was omitted from the LNP’s Queensland Transport and Roads Investment Program last 
year, locals will be extremely disappointed that this year’s LNP’s state budget has not reversed that 
bad omission. This should be unsurprising because the LNP has a track record of winding back this 
project as the Newman LNP government also did so. LNP governments are all the same: they hate this 
critical road upgrade project. 

Despite much advocacy from locals, this LNP government continues to dither when it comes to 
delivering new local bus routes and new local bus services. A local ‘Where’s our Bus?’ campaign 
continues to build momentum in the face of the LNP’s handbrake on progressing these new local bus 
routes and new local bus services. As the local population continues to grow, these new routes and 
services are desperately needed. I cannot fathom why the LNP has not released recent local transport 
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studies and why there is no reference to new bus routes and new bus services for locals in the 
Morayfield state electorate in this bad LNP budget. This is a significant issue for local people and I will 
continue to fight for them.  

It was only a week ago that our local newspaper the Sentinel exposed secret documents obtained 
under RTI laws that show the LNP has presided over delays, rising costs and funding questions for the 
much needed Caboolture Neighbourhood Centre redevelopment. Extraordinarily, the article notes that 
the LNP did not respond to questions about funding allocations or delivery timelines. That is probably 
because there is absolutely no reference to the Caboolture Neighbourhood Centre redevelopment in 
the LNP’s budget papers. Local people know what LNP representatives said to them about this project 
in the lead-up to the 2024 state election, and delays and questions about this project are an absolute 
betrayal of the local community. This project must be urgently progressed and the government must 
get on with the job. Every day this LNP government continues to delay is another example of their 
contemptuous disregard for the people of the Caboolture region.  

The population growth in the Caboolture region is extraordinary, but what is even more 
extraordinary is the LNP’s approach to rolling out new schools for our local community. Despite 
identifying the need for up to 16 new local schools in the years to come, despite many existing local 
schools already experiencing growth pressures and despite securing land for new local schools, under 
this LNP government a new local school will not be delivered until at least ‘beyond 2030’. Are these 
people kidding themselves? What the heck does ‘beyond 2030’ mean? When it comes to local growth 
pressures, how out of touch can this LNP government be to even consider that that is an acceptable 
timeline? Surely any reasonable person would think this is an error, so I searched the LNP’s budget 
papers for new local schools for Caboolture, Burpengary, Morayfield and Narangba, but there is no 
mistake. There is no reference at all to new local schools for our community. The LNP government 
needs to get on with it. You have the land for new local schools. Start building and get these new 
schools open. Future generations depend on it.  

The Caboolture region gets limited attention in this LNP budget, and a number of the references 
that are made relate to previous announcements and initiatives. Some of them even relate to initiatives 
of the former Labor government. This LNP government loves a taxpayer funded glossy brochure. The 
No. 1 initiative being celebrated on the front of the LNP’s glossy Moreton Bay brochure is the Caboolture 
wellspring hub. It is a great initiative that was funded by the former Labor government. Embarrassingly 
for the LNP, the No. 1 initiative being celebrated in this year’s budget on the front page of their glossy 
Moreton Bay brochure is not new. In fact, the service was officially opened last year. I quote the health 
minister from October last year, who said— 
It’s fantastic to officially open this new service that has already begun providing life-changing support to more than 450 local 
women and girls.  

I table a picture of him at the opening eight months ago, yet it is their No. 1 initiative in this year’s budget 
for the Moreton Bay region.  
Tabled paper: Extract, dated 31 October 2025, from the Instagram account for Micah Projects in relation to the opening of the 
Caboolture Wellspring Health Hub [1132]. 

This LNP government has perpetuated a sick joke on the local community. In taxpayer funded 
advertising, glossy brochures, newspaper ads and billboards, this LNP government has been spruiking 
a fake new paediatric ward at the Caboolture Hospital. Despite being caught out by the Courier-Mail 
about this fake new paediatric ward, this LNP government continues to run this fake news in its taxpayer 
funded advertising. There is no new paediatric ward and this LNP government has to stop with the false 
advertising. It is misleading, it is deceptive and it is a sick joke that this LNP government has spent 
more taxpayer money on advertising a fake paediatric ward than it has on delivering this claim, yet the 
LNP government continues to do it.  

The LNP’s track record when to comes to the Caboolture Hospital does not get any better, after 
it was exposed by the Sentinel again that an entire brand new ward at the Caboolture Hospital is sitting 
vacant and is being used for storage space despite the hospital being under enormous capacity 
pressures. If this brand new vacant ward was commissioned and resourced, then that could have a big 
impact on emergency department waiting times and, among other things, it could possibly save a life, 
yet the LNP sits on its hands.  

Disappointingly, this LNP state budget does nothing to improve car parking capacity at the 
Caboolture Hospital. In fact, it is quite the opposite. The LNP government quietly and recently disclosed 
they will be reducing the available car parking on the hospital site. I guess they hoped no-one would 
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notice. On my count, under the LNP over 60 car parking spaces will be removed from the hospital site. 
This means that 60 more cars will be clogging up local streets and impacting local residents. If the LNP 
truly cared for local people then it would be delivering more car parking spaces, not removing them.  

Lots of people I talk to are getting sick of the ridiculous LNP government taxpayer funded 
advertising like the billboards and glossy flyers spruiking the fake new paediatric ward. Following on 
from a suggestion from the Courier-Mail that the government needs to update its advertising, I am 
offering my services to the LNP government because the LNP government’s claim that it is delivering 
for Queensland is about as fake as the new paediatric ward. I have fixed the LNP government’s 
billboards for them: ‘Denying for Queensland—zero new car parks at Caboolture and Morayfield train 
stations’; ‘Deferring for Queensland—no stage 2 upgrade of Morayfield Road’— 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr O’Shea): Member for Morayfield, if you could pass them for 
tabling rather than lifting them up as a prop.  

Mr RYAN: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. This is a really good one: ‘Dismissing for 
Queensland—no new bus routes or bus services for local residents’; ‘Dithering for Queensland—further 
delays to the new Caboolture Neighbourhood Centre’; ‘Delaying for Queensland—no new local schools 
until ‘Beyond 2030’’; and ‘Decoying for Queensland—faking a new paediatric ward for the Caboolture 
Hospital’. Bad budget! Bad government! Bad for Caboolture!  
Tabled paper: Bundle of documents, undated, containing photographs and slogans [1133]. 

Mr MOLHOEK (Southport—LNP) (5.27 pm): Today I rise to speak in support of the 2026-27 
Queensland budget, a budget that delivers stability and certainty for Queensland families, businesses 
and communities. This is a budget that strengthens the foundations of our state; it is a budget that 
provides real cost-of-living relief; it is a budget that delivers services; it is a budget that invests in 
infrastructure; and, importantly, it is a budget that does so without introducing any new or increased 
taxes. At a time when households are feeling the pressure of rising costs and economic uncertainty, 
Queenslanders deserve a government that provides certainty rather than instability, practical solutions 
rather than political slogans, and responsible financial management rather than higher taxes. This 
budget delivers exactly that.  

It stands in stark contrast to what we have seen federally. Many Australians feel increasingly 
burdened by policies that disadvantage families, young people and small investors. Queenslanders 
expect governments to focus on the fundamentals: affordable services, safe communities, strong 
infrastructure and economic opportunities, and that is exactly what this budget seeks to achieve.  

I am particularly proud to stand here as the member for Southport because this budget delivers 
real outcomes for our local community. For decades, Southport has been the beating heart of the Gold 
Coast: it is our traditional CBD; it is our health and education precinct; it is our legal, business and 
government centre. This budget recognises Southport’s importance to the future of our city.  

One of the announcements that excites me most is the extension of the Gold Coast Light Rail to 
Harbour Town. This project has been close to my heart for more than 20 years. Long before entering 
this parliament, I advocated for the first stages of the light rail during my time on council. I supported 
stage 1, I fought for stage 2 and I advocated strongly for the northern extension to Helensvale and for 
the southern extension to Burleigh. Today we are taking the important next step.  

People sometimes forget that the light rail network we see today was never intended to end 
where it currently stops. The broader vision for our city’s public transport network dates back to the 
mid-1990s. Great public transport systems evolve. They are developed over time, over generations. 
There were always plans for future connections: east-west links, northern extensions and further 
connections through Coombabah, Paradise Point and Hope Island and on to the heavy rail station at 
Coomera. 

The extension to Harbour Town represents another important piece of that long-term vision. 
Recently I had the privilege of standing alongside the Premier and my other Gold Coast colleagues as 
we announced this next stage. As I stood on that spur that was deliberately constructed many years 
ago near Griffith University and the Gold Coast University Hospital, I was reminded of the work 
undertaken more than a decade ago to ensure that future generations would have opportunities to 
expand that network. We fought for that connection, we have planned for the future and now we are 
delivering. This investment is about more than just transport; it is about reducing congestion, it is about 
connecting communities, it is about supporting jobs and economic growth, and it is about keeping our 
city moving.  

https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1133
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The Speaker has reviewed and approved my speech for incorporation. As such, I ask that the 
remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of Proceedings. 

The speech read as follows— 

Mr Speaker, this budget also recognises the importance of housing. 

For many years I have advocated for affordable housing, social housing and supportive housing. 

I have long argued that housing is not simply about putting a roof over someone’s head. 

It is about dignity. 

It is about safety. 

It is about opportunity. 

That is why I am incredibly proud to see the Common Ground project rising from the corner of Queen and Scarborough Streets 
in Southport. 

This $181 million investment in supportive housing represents years of advocacy and years of work. 

It will provide safe accommodation and wraparound support services for some of our most vulnerable Queenslanders, including 
those experiencing chronic homelessness, mental health challenges, substance dependency and complex life circumstances. 

For nearly two decades I have advocated for the Common Ground model of care. 

For at least eight years I raised the issue with previous Labor premiers and housing ministers. 

I’m so proud to be part of the Crisafulli government delivering this project in Southport. 

Southport is also seeing increased investment in affordable housing. 

During my time as Chair of Finance at Gold Coast City Council, we established what eventually became Horizon Housing, now 
one of Australia’s largest community housing providers. 

Today we are seeing further community housing developments, additional seniors housing, domestic violence accommodation 
and social housing projects emerging throughout Southport. 

We are also examining how existing ageing housing stock can be better utilised and redeveloped for future generations. 

And we are seeing important work begin on the redevelopment of the Salvation Army’s Still Waters in Wardoo St. 

All of these projects matter because housing matters. 

Mr Speaker, this budget also supports critical community services. 

I welcome funding that will allow us to move forward with improved facilities for the Gold Coast Community Legal Centre. 

For more than thirty years, this organisation has provided support, advice and assistance to families and individuals experiencing 
hardship and crisis. 

Their work is invaluable. 

Their staff and volunteers provide dignity, support and justice to those who need it most. 

They deserve facilities that reflect the importance of their contribution to our community. 

Education also receives important investment. 

At Keebra Park State High School, almost $18 million has been allocated for a new performing arts centre. 

This project is particularly close to my heart, this is my school. I was among the first students to enrol at the school when it opened 
and for the past fourteen years I have advocated for this facility because our young people deserve facilities that help them reach 
their full potential. 

Our schools are also receiving maintenance and infrastructure funding because maintaining our existing assets is just as 
important as building new ones, and parents need to know they are sending their children to school in safe environments.  

Mr Speaker, healthcare remains one of the most important priorities of the Crisafulli government. 

Queensland Health receives significant investment through this budget, ensuring that Queenslanders can access quality 
healthcare when they need it. 

Locally, we are seeing investment in new diagnostic equipment and healthcare services, alongside continued support for the 
broader Gold Coast health network. 

Southport Health Precinct will receive a new MRI machine and CT scanner, providing easier access to vital diagnostic imagining 
services closer to home, an investment of more than $15 million.  

The new Coomera Hospital will play a critical role in supporting healthcare delivery across our city. 
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While it may not sit within my electorate, its importance to Southport cannot be understated. 

As health services expand across the northern Gold Coast, pressure on the Gold Coast University Hospital, which as one of the 
busiest emergency rooms in the country, will reduce, benefiting patients across the entire region. 

We also continue investing in the Logan and Gold Coast Faster Rail project. 

This project will increase capacity, improve reliability and strengthen connections between Brisbane and the Gold Coast. 

As our population continues to grow, these investments are important. 

Mr Speaker, community safety remains a priority. 

This government is investing in more police, stronger laws and safer communities.  

Queenslanders want to feel safe in their homes, on their streets and in their neighbourhoods. 

They want action. 

And that is exactly what this government is delivering. 

The budget includes significant investments in policing and community safety initiatives, as well as important reforms designed 
to address antisocial behaviour and youth offending. 

The $80 million investment in Circuit Breaker Sentencing programs is particularly important. 

These court-ordered rehabilitation programs are designed to break cycles of offending and help young people make better 
choices. 

Because ultimately, community safety requires both accountability and intervention. 

The budget also includes an additional $250 million to keep children safe. 

This investment will strengthen child protection, implement recommendations from the Insight into Child Safety review and 
establish a new Queensland Child Protection Commission. 

As someone who has had a long association with Bravehearts and child protection advocacy, I strongly support these initiatives. 

Protecting children is not a political issue. 

It is a community responsibility. 

Mr Speaker, families are also receiving direct assistance through measures such as the $150 Back to School Boost. 

Every parent understands how quickly school expenses add up. 

These practical measures help ease pressure on household budgets. 

Likewise, programs such as Men of Business continue receiving support because we know the value of mentoring young people 
and providing positive role models. 

Mr Speaker, cost-of-living relief is a major focus of this budget. 

One of the most significant reforms involves electricity pricing. 

By restructuring energy costs and eliminating wasteful expenditure, we are delivering genuine savings for households and 
businesses. 

These are not one-off rebates or sugar hits. 

These will be ongoing reductions. 

Households are expected to benefit from lower electricity costs, while small businesses will also receive meaningful relief. 

For businesses trying to manage rising costs, these savings matter. 

For families managing household budgets, they matter. 

And for Queensland’s economy, they matter. 

We have also moved to permanently secure 50 cent public transport fares. 

These fares have encouraged more Queenslanders to use public transport. 

They help reduce household costs. 

They improve accessibility. 

And importantly, they help reduce traffic congestion. 

More people using buses and trains means fewer cars on our roads. 

That benefits everybody. 
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Mr Speaker, as Chair of the Health, Environment and Innovation Committee, I look forward to the estimates process and the 
detailed examination of this budget. 

I am particularly encouraged by the work being undertaken in tourism. 

Destination 2045 represents a long-term strategy that recognises the importance of tourism to Queensland’s future. 

For too long Queensland lacked a clear strategic approach to tourism development. 

The Queensland Audit Office highlighted those concerns. 

This government is responding. 

Investment in ecotourism, destination experiences and long-term planning will ensure Queensland remains one of the world’s 
great tourism destinations. 

This work becomes even more important as we approach the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

The Olympics provide Queensland with an extraordinary opportunity to showcase ourselves to the world. 

We must be ready. 

We must invest wisely. 

And we must ensure Queensland is presented at its very best. 

Mr Speaker, there are many organisations that make our community stronger. 

I am proud to support organisations such as Bravehearts, which continue their important work protecting children. 

I am proud of organisations like Men of Business and Busy who mentor and support young people. 

And as many people know, I am also proud to support the Gold Coast Titans. 

The Titans represent more than football. 

They represent community. 

They represent resilience. 

And they represent our city. 

In closing, Mr Speaker, I commend the Treasurer for delivering a budget that provides certainty and stability for households, 
businesses and industry. 

This is a government that is doing what it said it would do. 

This is a government focused on practical outcomes. 

And this is a government delivering for Queensland. 

I am proud to be part of the Crisafulli government that is building stronger foundations, supporting families, investing in 
communities and planning for the future. 

And finally, Mr Speaker,  

Thank you. 

Hon. AJ PERRETT (Gympie—LNP) (Minister for Primary Industries) (5.31 pm): I rise to speak on 
the 2026-27 budget. Our first budget last year laid the foundations for the fresh start Queenslanders 
voted for. It respected taxpayers’ hard-earned money, restored respect for the industries that underpin 
our prosperity and restored respect for hardworking Queenslanders. Our first budget was the start of 
fixing the mess left by a decade of Labor decline, incompetence and wastefulness. It was dedicated to 
delivering timely, responsible and recurrent cost-of living support for Queenslanders who need it most. 

We are building on those foundations with a budget that champions responsible investment and 
treats taxpayers’ money with respect, without introducing new taxes like Labor has done in Canberra. 
We are being prudent while delivering our election commitments and providing genuine funding for vital 
services and infrastructure. This is what being accountable requires; it is what responsible fiscal 
management looks like. We made a commitment to Queenslanders that we would return respect for 
their money and redesign a government that works for them. We are delivering.  

In my own portfolio of primary industries, we are returning respect for taxpayers’ money. We are 
making it work to deliver outcomes and services through practical support for Queensland farmers, 
fishers and foresters. My vision is to return to a culture where the department is seen as a true partner 
to primary producers—an enabler, not an inhibitor. We are doing that. For the last decade, primary 
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industries were demonised. Labor treated primary industries as a milch cow and a prop for 
manufactured media opportunities. Labor saw and still sees primary industries as nothing more than a 
source of revenue. 

In the Leader of the Opposition’s reply to the budget, farmers, fishers and foresters were an 
afterthought. The truth is that Labor does not understand primary industries and it does not want to 
understand. Labor’s legacy was a lack of support, burdensome regulations, lip-service and reckless 
incompetence in dealing with industry-threatening risks. It made it harder for primary producers to do 
what they do best and ensure a future for the sector. 

When we came to government, we inherited declining frontline capability, growing biosecurity 
risks, increasing costs and industries burdened by years of red tape and neglect. Concerningly, soon 
after coming to my job as minister I was briefed about a number of important programs and long-serving 
public servants that Labor intended to cut at the end of the 2024-25 financial year. Labor’s cuts included 
21 frontline officers from Queensland’s Boating and Fisheries Patrol and 17 fisheries science officers. 
We all know that Labor made reckless fisheries decisions based on ideology, not science. Doing away 
with science was unforgivably reckless, but it did not stop there. 

Labor was also set to cut an additional 72 departmental scientific and extension roles. These are 
key frontline staff working with farmers to deliver the nationally significant Reef and Catchment Water 
Quality Program. These staff partner with landholders to help adopt best practice water treatment 
innovation, grazing extension and better management of coastal farming systems. I was shocked with 
Labor’s recklessness but not surprised. The Crisafulli government has saved and funded these staff 
and programs.  

In the budget for 2026-27 there is $863 million allocated to primary industries, which is an 
increase of $45 million from last year. That builds on the $100 million increase we delivered in our 
landmark first budget last year. We are delivering for Queensland with more primary industries 
innovation, boosting biosecurity, bolstering Beef2027 and a plan to drive on-farm profitability and 
prosperity. 

Anyone who works in primary industries knows it is a long game. Importantly, the Crisafulli 
government knows that government, industry and stakeholders all have a role to play in ensuring 
success for our primary industries. We recognise we must work together to deliver the best outcomes 
for everyone. That is why this government worked to bring together the largest stakeholder collaboration 
in well over a decade to formulate our 25-year blueprint, Prosper 2050. This budget delivers $20 million 
over four years to support the delivery of Prosper 2050 outcomes. I am looking forward to speaking 
more about that over the coming weeks and months.  

The Speaker has reviewed and approved the remainder of my speech on the budget for 
incorporation. As such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of 
Proceedings. 

The speech read as follows— 

Strong biosecurity measures are the linchpin to keeping our agriculture, forestry and fishing industries viable. 

They are critical to ensuring the sustainability of the sectors. 

Across the board, Queensland’s primary industries face unprecedented biosecurity challenges on a number of several fronts. 

From invasive weeds, H5 bird flu, varroa mite threatening our bee and horticulture industries, fire ants, feral pigs destroying crops, 
to emerging threats, the need for robust biosecurity has never been greater. 

Preparedness and capacity are absolutely vital to dealing with these challenges effectively. 

Labor left Queensland exposed and vulnerable to biosecurity threats. It presided over a loss of 1 in 5 biosecurity officers between 
2015 and 2022.  

The contrast between this government and the former Labor government cannot be clearer. 

The Crisafulli Government is boosting frontline biosecurity officers across the State, by 100 over this term of government. 

With more than 44 of these 100 new officers already hired, we are making strong progress in preparedness activities and restoring 
important frontline capability. 

Critically, we will also reestablish the northern biosecurity defence line disbanded by Labor. I look forward to speaking more about 
this in the North in the coming weeks. 

Mr Speaker, our state’s fight against invasive pests continues.  
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We are partnering with local government, primary producers, natural resource management groups, and other stakeholders to 
develop and implement new regionally focused action plans to manage feral pigs and dogs. 

Queenslanders expect animal welfare laws to be enforced, and this Government is ensuring that work continues.  

The Budget provides ongoing support for animal welfare enforcement and prosecutions through total funding of $15 million over 
five years from 2026-27. 

Fire ants remain one of Australia’s most significant biosecurity threats. We are continuing to deliver in the ongoing battle to 
suppress and eradicate fire ants in Queensland. 

Since coming to government, I have taken decisive action to restore proper governance to the program, implement 
recommendations of key reviews, and have upped the ante on fire ant suppression which operates in addition to the national 
cost-shared program. 

We are taking this seriously. We are putting the money where our mouths are. 

At the start of last year, we committed an additional record $24 million over two years to significantly reduce densities across 
affected areas through the state’s fire ant suppression taskforce. 

This funding has made significant progress. 

More than 106,000 hectares have now been treated with those areas recording a reduction in fire ant nest numbers by more than 
85 per cent. 

Primary producers have strongly supported the suppression efforts because they understand what is at stake. 

Associated industries like sugarcane, nursery, turf and hay know that fire ants threaten their industries, and more broadly 
agricultural production, regional economies, and our way of life.  

Given this success, I am pleased to announce funding of $10.5 million in 2026-27 to support continued aerial treatment and 
targeted suppression activities in the coming financial year. 

Increased suppression funding was a key recommendation of independent reviews that the previous Labor Government did not 
take seriously.  

Noting that a new response plan is being negotiated for the nationally cost shared program, I again call on the Federal 
Government and cost share partners to include fire ant suppression within the next response plan. The current plan ends on 30 
June 2027. 

The Southeast Queensland Council of Mayors, the Invasive Species Council, and Mayors Jon Raven, Tanya Milligan, and Jason 
Wendt strongly support our efforts. They have called on the Federal government to support us. 

Our actions and resolute commitment have protected our outdoor way of life with continued access to parks, beaches, backyards, 
and sporting fields. 

The Federal Government must listen and respond to these calls as part of the next response plan. 

Beef Week in Rockhampton is the largest premier beef event in the southern hemisphere. 

It’s an event that my wife Michele and I have had at the top of our calendars for the last 30 years, having attended each event 
since 1991. 

I’m excited that next year, Beef 2027, is going to be bigger and better than ever, aided by record $4.5 million in funding from the 
Crisafulli Government. 

Beef 2027 will attract visitors from across Australia and the world, driving new and more profitable opportunities for Queensland 
producers and importantly supporting the Central Queensland economy. 

Through this budget, the Crisafulli Government is continuing to invest in the infrastructure and capability needed to support 
Queensland’s primary industries for decades to come. 

Queensland producers are some of the most innovative in the world.  

Our job is to ensure they have access to the facilities, technology, and research they need to stay competitive. 

Labor closed the Emerald Agricultural Training College seven years ago, during their decade of decline. Work is progressing on 
transforming the site into a modern agricultural innovation precinct. 

The Crisafulli Government’s investment in the future includes smart farm technologies, including robotic machinery and advanced 
agricultural equipment that will help drive the future of farming in Queensland. 

At Gatton, major AgTech infrastructure works are now substantially complete. This includes new greenhouse facilities and 
advanced research infrastructure to support agricultural research, innovation, and technology adoption. 

The Budget also delivers $60.7 million over five years in the Queensland Reef and Catchment Water Quality Program. This is 
the same program Labor planned to cease at the end of this financial year.  

As discussed earlier, this funding will help landholders and primary producers adopt best-practice farming and land management 
practices while continuing investment in science, research and innovation. 
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It is part of the Crisafulli Government’s broader $330.5 million package over five years from 2026-27 to protect the Great Barrier 
Reef and support sustainable catchments. 

The Crisafulli Government is providing $1.9 million over three years to support the ongoing operation of the Queensland Food 
Farmers Commissioner, ensuring farmers have an independent voice supporting fairness, transparency and stronger outcomes 
across food supply chains. 

Mr Speaker, Queensland’s fisheries are synonymous with our iconic coastline, underpin thousands of small and family 
businesses. For too long, fisheries suffered under a government that prioritised ideology ahead of science.  

For the first time in a generation, Queensland fishers have regulatory certainty—that fisheries regulations won’t change on a 
whim—without the backing of science and without adequate consultation—and that regulation won’t change because of the 
ideology of the government. 

The Crisafulli Government’s removal of investment warnings for Queensland commercial fisheries last year was a significant vote 
of confidence in our commercial fisheries sector. 

Not only are we delivering through regulatory certainty, but also through new investments. 

We are delivering a new 20-metre offshore fisheries patrol vessel with funding of $10.2 million.  

This Queensland designed and built vessel is expected to be operational in 2027 and give our fisheries officers the tools they 
need to undertake their important work across our northern waters and help ensure a level playing field for those who do the right 
thing. 

Importantly, this budget provides funding for the expansion of much-loved programs such as the Stocked Impoundment Permit 
Scheme and Fish Aggregating Devices. 

Just like we promised, we will continue to conduct scientific research into shark populations as part of our strengthened Shark 
Control program, centered solely around the protection of beachgoers. 

During Labor’s decade of decline, Queensland’s fisheries industry suffered under onerous regulation and major regulatory 
changes made without consultation or notice. 

We are supporting a prosperous commercial seafood sector through building highly successful programs and services.  

We are cutting red tape to make it easier for recreational fishing to enjoy the experience and for the commercial sector to provide 
the seafood Queenslanders love. 

Mr Speaker, we have already started work on addressing Labor’s generational failure to support the timber industry which meant 
it was never going to be able to address the challenge of building the houses Queenslanders need. 

Mr Speaker, Labor has a long list of broken promises to the timber industry.  

In 1999 Labor made a deal with green activist to shut down the native timber industry through the Southeast Queensland forests 
agreement. It promised industry transition through the establishment of hardwood plantations. Their promise failed. 

In 2019 Labor promised a long-term plan to secure timber jobs and supply. They never delivered. 

In 2024 Labor promised yet another long-term plan. Their plan was never funded. It was cynically announced two weeks after 
their budget. It was never budgeted for. 

At the same time Labor was stealthily making moves to close the industry. 

By contrast, the Crisafulli Government has worked with industry to co-design the Queensland Future Timber Plan 2050, which 
was delivered within our first year of government. 

We are now working to progress implementation of this plan, to secure Queensland’s long-term timber supply, expand plantation 
resources, simplify the forestry regulatory framework, and support housing supply. 

Our landmark plan balances the necessary timber supply to build homes for Queenslanders, while promoting the continuity of 
supply of state-owned timber resources. 

We recognise that sustainable forestry and housing supply are not competing priorities. They are complementary objectives 
which require careful planning, strategic investment, and an enabling regulatory framework. 

Through $8.8 million in funding, we successfully replaced the Forest Sales Management Information System to support better 
service delivery and stronger financial management.  

This antiquated system was due to be switched off by the external provider at the end of May this year.  

Not only did the Crisafulli Government fund this critical infrastructure required to run the state’s forestry system, we ensured it 
was delivered on time and under budget.  

We have supported Timber Queensland with an extension officer, increasing much needed capacity for the industry. 

Work has already started on delivering long-term timber supply agreements for state-owned native timber, including native 
hardwood resource assessments. 

Work has started on regulatory reforms, including delivering long-term native timber resource security on privately-owned tenure 
and developing a new regulatory framework for forestry activities.  
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These will be informed by robust baseline science and backed by legislative amendments. Work has already started on plantation 
expansion through program design and delivery and in accelerating the uptake of innovation and technology. 

Labor has never genuinely supported the timber industry.  

For years, the sector was subject to hollow promises and commitments which Labor either never delivered, never budgeted for, 
or never funded. 

We are delivering regulatory certainty, confidence, access to resources, and making government work for industry. 

For the first time in a generation, the forestry sector has confidence in regulation and to invest. 

Mr Speaker, this Budget builds on the foundations we laid last year for the fresh start Gympie residents voted for. 

It delivers more than $15 million for the Industrial Technology and Design Centre at James Nash State High School, upgrades at 
One Mile, security fencing at Gympie High, and a playground upgrade at the Special School; and road upgrades with works 
under the $9 billion Bruce Highway Targeted Safety Program and intersection upgrades on Mary Valley Road. 

More than $10 million is flowing to child protection, foster and kinship care and domestic and family violence services in our 
region. 

It delivers cost-of-living relief through legislated permanent 50-cent bus and train fares, lower power prices, a boosted Back-to-
School payment, and an increase to the Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme for those travelling for specialist care. 

This Budget restores respect for taxpayers’ money, respect for the industries that underpin our prosperity, respect for rural and 
regional communities, and respect for hardworking Queenslanders. 

Mr BAROUNIS (Maryborough—LNP) (5.36 pm): I rise today with immense pride and a deep 
sense of responsibility as the representative for the Maryborough electorate. I made a commitment to 
deliver for our communities and that is exactly what I am doing. Projects promised, funded and 
progressing in the past 12 months include: $1.5 million for the coastal erosion that continues to threaten 
the Great Sandy Strait region; $7 million for the upgrade of the Maryborough Police Station; and 
$1.5 million for the Maryborough Salvation Army wet areas upgrade. Funding promised and delivered 
includes the RDT Angels food truck and the Burrum District Community Men’s Shed.  

There are other ongoing projects for our electorate that the Crisafulli LNP government is 
delivering. The Bruce Highway is critical to our region’s connectivity, yet it remains dangerous and has 
claimed too many lives. Through the 80-20 federal-state funding arrangement, we are seeking 
significant investment in our road network, including the Tiaro bypass. Funding for this project has been 
secured, and now we are waiting for the federal government’s environmental approval. Our government 
is continuing to invest in the upgrade of the Walker Street and Bruce Highway intersection. Our 
government has committed the funds for the upgrade of the Pialba Burrum Heads Road and 
Maryborough Hervey Bay Road intersection. I am calling on the federal government to fund the 
remaining amount required for this vital project.  

Through the Residential Activation Fund, our government has been able to invest funds to 
fast-track much needed trunk infrastructure to support housing developments within the Maryborough 
electorate. Our government is delivering, without any budget blowouts, the construction of the 
Queensland Train Manufacturing Program in Torbanlea. We are building 65 new six-car passenger 
trains at this purpose-built facility for the 2032 Olympic Games and beyond. Our government funded 
the Manufacturing Centre of Excellence within the old TAFE site at Oakhurst. I look forward to seeing 
TAFE Queensland coming on board, too.  

The most recent achievement for our electorate is the establishment of the manufacturing hub. 
This hub will be beneficial for the growing manufacturing industry and our community. Maryborough is 
becoming a leader in innovative manufacturing within our state. I would like to thank the community, 
our community, for their support of my petition to get the manufacturing hub in Maryborough.  

Other projects that our government continues funding include: Maryborough Special School, 
stage 2 of the master plan; Maryborough Courthouse, $12.5 million upgrade; $7.2 million to deliver the 
Rural Fire Service facility; and $2.7 million for the Anzac Park lighting. Additional social and community 
housing is to be built across our electorate. Maryborough is said to lead the state with the introduction 
of the designated business and community precinct starting 1 July 2026. This will make the 
Maryborough CBD area safer for all to enjoy.  

Our community will also benefit from the other commitments that have been made by our 
government: $150 for all primary schoolchildren to help reduce school costs; $250 Play On! sports 
vouchers; electricity costs set to be reduced for all households and small businesses; 50-cent fares to 
be permanently implemented; faster payments; and 45-cents-per-kilometre fuel subsidy for patients 
travelling to specialists from regional Queensland.  
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I am proud to be part of the Crisafulli LNP government, a government that is delivering for all 
Queenslanders—more houses, better hospitals, making Queensland safer and improving the cost of 
living. The Crisafulli LNP government has set the foundations that will bring to Queenslanders certainty 
and stability—certainty and stability for our future during the cost-of-living crisis. That cost-of-living crisis 
has come about after the 10 years of decline, mismanagement and failure of the former Labor 
government.  

I would like to thank my electorate for their trust in me and our government. My job as the local 
member is to listen, work and deliver for them.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, the Speaker has reviewed and approved my budget speech for 
incorporation. As such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated into the Record of 
Proceedings.  

The speech read as follows— 

Mr Speaker, 

This Budget strengthens the foundation for a fresh start, in the face of significant international and national pressures. 

We are delivering on what we said we would and honouring our election commitments.  

We are continuing budget repair with funding for programs, services and staff the former government left unfunded, while 
maintaining lower debt, reducing deficits and a return to surplus in 2029-30, with no new or increased taxes. 

We are strengthening the foundation for a fresh start across youth crime, health, housing, cost of living, with a plan for the Games 
and Queensland’s future.  

Queensland families are doing it tough right now as they face the national affordability crisis, rising inflation and price spikes 
driven by war in the Middle East. This budget delivers the largest ongoing cost of living relief package in Queensland’s history.  

Mr Speaker, we have shown a new way to do things—steady improvements to fiscal outcomes while delivering improvements to 
services.  

When we came to government we uncovered the true state of the state’s finances. Under Labor the 2026-27 operating deficit 
would have been $9.2 billion. We have made a nearly $3 billion improvement.  

Where Labor only delivered short-term sugar hits in a desperate bid to cling to power, we are delivering targeted and responsible 
long-term cost of living relief to improve Queenslanders’ living standards now and in the future.  

Mr Speaker, this Budget delivers the largest four-year cost of living relief package in Queensland’s history with nearly $9.3 billion 
supporting Queenslanders in 2026-27.  

This Budget delivers a $700 million increase on last year’s cost of living relief package. 

Mr Speaker, this Budget also increases the Back-to-School Boost by 50 per cent to $150 for every primary school student in 
Queensland.  

Mr Speaker, the LNP’s permanent 50 cent fares will be legislated, so Steven Miles can never leave them unfunded again.  

We’ve locked in Play On Sports Vouchers to support families that would have otherwise ended under Labor.  

Mr Speaker, the vulnerable household Electricity Rebate Scheme—cruelly frozen by the former government—will again increase 
by 3.4 per cent to almost $400.  

Mr Speaker, bulk water prices in the South East will be frozen for two years, giving households certainty that their water bill won’t 
skyrocket. Saving households around $130.  

Mr Speaker, we are expanding free kindy health checks with $37.5 million over five years to help families with cost-of-living 
pressures.  

We have extended the boosted First Home Owner Grant to $30,000 for another four years.  

Mr Speaker, this budget through the Energy Roadmap increases our Electricity Maintenance Guarantee to $1.8 billion over five 
years.  

We are locking in lower power prices for Ergon customers as part of the Energy Roadmap Price Drop, saving families around 
7% and businesses 8% by passing on the full price power reduction.  

Mr Speaker, this Budget disproves Labor’s scare campaign. We are announcing that the Public Sector Commission’s State of 
the Sector Report shows an increase of 8,693 full-time equivalent roles.  

We are delivering a record $35.5 billion health budget and continuing to heal Labor’s health crisis. A record Health Budget that 
includes progressing the Hospital Rescue Plan, delivering more health workers, more ambulances and more health services.  

Mr Speaker, we have a fully funded Hospital Rescue Plan delivering three new hospitals in Toowoomba, Coomera and 
Bundaberg, and ten expanded hospitals throughout the state to deliver more than 2,600 new hospital beds.  
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Mr Speaker, the budget invests $74 million to continue delivery of the Closing the Gap Priorities Fund to provide better health 
and essential infrastructure for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.  

Supporting Queenslanders with life-changing and life-saving surgeries, delivering more elective surgeries sooner with 
$297 million in 2026-27 to deliver 30,000 surgeries under Surgery Connect.  

Increasing reliability of maternity services in regional Queensland and reopening maternity services in Biloela and Cooktown, 
with a $57.7 million investment into maternity services across Queensland over the next four years.  

Mr Speaker, the 2026-27 capital program will deliver $119.2 billion over four years to 2029-30, supporting investment in critical 
infrastructure across the state, including transport, health, education, energy and water assets. 

This Budget invests in a record infrastructure pipeline, including The Wave stage one progressing through design, continued roll-
out of Country Roads Connect and ongoing targeted Bruce Highway safety upgrades. 

Mr Speaker, we are developing a new Gold Coast Transport Plan.  

Mr Speaker, works to the new Brisbane Stadium as part of the $7.1 billion joint venture funding. The $300 million Games Legacy 
Fund is investing in upgrades for sporting facilities throughout Queensland, including a major upgrade to Suncorp Stadium. 

We are delivering the second round of the $250 million Games On Program, to invest in generational grassroots sporting 
infrastructure. 

A record $3.2 billion investment to build the CopperString energy project.  

Mr Speaker, we are building 22 new schools including four new primary schools, three new high schools, and nine new special 
schools.  

$200m North West Energy Fund—unlocking new resources and critical minerals projects.  

Mr Speaker, we are rebuilding Paradise Dam to support Wide Bay-Burnett agriculture and strengthen the region’s future, with 
$59.8 million in 2026-27 to continue planning. 

We are boosting water security for Queensland by investing in capacity-restoring upgrades to existing damns, starting with works 
to restore North Pine and Lake MacDonald towards full service levels, with $545 million over six years to deliver the equivalent 
of a new dam for the State, more than double the size of the Bjelke-Petersen Dam.  

Mr Speaker, in conclusion, 

In just twenty months, the Crisafulli LNP Government has made significant progress. Promises are being honoured, and results 
are being delivered across all electorates. 

Our Premier, the Honourable David Crisafulli, is a leader of vision and integrity. I am proud to work alongside him and this 
government to deliver a safer, more prosperous Maryborough and Queensland.  

The Crisafulli LNP Government promised a fresh start—and it is delivering exactly that. 

Mr Speaker, we are delivering and will continue to deliver for Queensland. 

Thank you. 

Mr HUNT (Nicklin—LNP) (5.42 pm): I say congratulations to our fantastic Treasurer for delivering 
a state budget that supports the people of Queensland, supports the people of Nicklin and provides 
safety where we live, cost-of-living relief, real action on housing and better access to health services 
without new or increased taxes. It is a government that keeps its word to the people of Queensland in 
stark contrast to the deceit we saw recently at a federal level. We all know that when Labor runs out of 
money they will come after yours. They are addicted to jamming their hands into the pockets of 
hardworking people and removing more of their earnings, even after they repeatedly promise not to. I 
am proud to be part of a Crisafulli government that actually scrapped taxes including Labor’s patients 
tax for better access to health services and stamp duty to help people into new homes. This budget 
delivers for my community.  

In terms of safety, of course, we have delivered the great Police Beat in Nambour, which has 
been very effective in improving safety in our CBD. I want to thank Senior Constable Aaron Caldwell 
for the great job he is doing in that role. We have funded CCTV improvements and are working to roll 
those out very soon. Other investments into the CBD enhancement and streetscaping, partnering with 
council, are seeing business confidence returning to our area with record private investment flowing 
into our town. There is a bright future for Nambour and we are seeing the green shoots of a proud town 
returning to its former glory after a decade of neglect from previous Labor governments.  

I want to reflect on how this budget improves life for young families in our area, particularly our 
education funding. We have 550 more teacher aides and support teachers across the state to boost 
educational outcomes. We see over $1.3 million in minor capital works and maintenance across our 
schools, which we found was way behind under the previous Labor government. We have funding for 
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improvements to the entrance of Woombye State School, oval access at Palmwoods State School, 
$550,000 for accessibility improvements to our great Nambour Special School and a new security fence 
for the Noosa District State High School, Cooroy campus. Our kids deserve excellent educational 
facilities and that is what we are delivering.  

In terms of cost-of-living measures, it is great to see an increase to the Back to School Boost 
funding for parents. This helps with uniforms, excursions and other expenses parents face when 
sending kids to school. There are our fully funded Play On! sports vouchers, a scheme introduced over 
a decade ago by an LNP government to help all kids get access to sport and recreation activities. These 
activities are so important for kids to help them engage with their peers and improve their health and 
wellbeing.  

We have also supported the Everyday Foundation in Nambour with $1 million for their low-cost 
supermarket in Currie Street. They move into their new facility soon, enabling them to expand services 
to those doing it tough in our local area. We will support those who support our community. It is great 
to partner with them to provide real cost-of-living relief for families locally.  

We have funding for improvements to long neglected roads and intersections in Nicklin, 
particularly in Cooroy, Woombye and Palmwoods. There is money in the budget also to support 
Nambour TAFE, Nambour Community Centre’s important work, our Sunshine Coast Environmental 
Council and millions in department of child safety and families funding locally to support child safety 
and protection.  

When it comes to housing and homelessness, it is great to see over $18 million coming into our 
area to improve and expand social and community housing. After the decade of decline we are finally 
seeing an improvement in housing in our area. Along with over a million dollars in extra outreach 
support for the homeless, we are already making significant inroads into this serious community issue 
that we inherited.  

Our sporting groups have benefited from funding as well. We have saved our Nambour netball 
courts, which is fantastic. There are funding improvements at the Palmwoods Warriors Football Club, 
Nambour Crushers, Cooroy multisports complex and other smaller grants. We are supporting 
community sport.  

In terms of health, a record health budget is seeing expansion of mental health services at 
Nambour Hospital and funding to local eating disorder organisation endED. With 78 new junior doctors 
employed within our Sunshine Coast health service, we are funding the health services that our 
community needs.  

This second Crisafulli government state budget is delivering for Queensland and delivering for 
Nicklin in community safety, housing, health and cost of living, just like we promised to do.  

Mr BENNETT (Burnett—LNP) (5.47 pm): I have to say there is a real buzz around the Bundaberg 
region. In this budget there are 137 projects over 21 departments. There is a lot to be excited about. 
One of the most exciting things for me, though, is that when I travel I do not see those vulnerable people 
living under the bridge anymore who were left abandoned over a generation.  

How refreshing it is to see Labor’s debt being managed with no new taxes and $5.4 billion being 
wiped off state debt. Importantly, we now have a plan to deal with Labor’s debt trajectory. We promised 
it would be lower under our government and it is. When we look at government savings, it is easier to 
see the impact of the Productivity Commission’s recommendations to terminate the CFMEU tax. That 
is putting $20 billion into our communities. It is refreshing to see the largest ongoing cost-of-living relief 
package in our history, with $9.3 billion in support of those vulnerable Queenslanders.  

The Back to School Boost increased to $150 for each primary school student. We are boosting 
the Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme to a nation-leading 45 cents per kilometre, which is costing 
$140 million and there is the early payment system. We have locked in Play On! sports vouchers in 
legislation and the 50-cent transport fares. The household electricity rebate for vulnerable 
Queenslanders that was cruelly frozen by the former government will be increased by 3.4 per cent to 
nearly $400, assisting 700,000 Queenslanders. We have seen electricity price reductions of seven per 
cent in regional Queensland and eight per cent for business. We have seen a 15 per cent reduction in 
irrigated water prices for farmers. There is $37.5 million for free kindy health checks to help those 
families. We have extended the boosted first home owner grant to $30,000 for the next four years. 
Employment growth is increasing with low unemployment and inflation has eased.  
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I want to mention the tactical first-aid kits for our police, especially given the more than 1,800 
new officers who have joined the front line. This budget was really important for them in terms of the 
issues they have had to deal with given that the number of victims had risen by 193 per cent under 
those opposite. 

It is great to see $35.5 billion as a record investment in Queensland Health, and I will talk about 
the Bundaberg Hospital shortly. 

I want to talk about those Buxton locals who now know what it is like to have that upgrade they 
have been fighting for forever at Buxton on the Bruce Highway. It is a real safety upgrade. 

I want to talk about the social housing issues that are happening in my region. As I said before, 
taking those people from under the bridge and giving them dignity of home ownership or a roof over 
their head has been significant. 

I need to talk about the Regional Activation Fund. What a great program that has been for our 
area. Things are happening. As an old tradie, I get nervous when I see those trailers around our streets, 
but it is a great thing to know that each one of those young people, particularly those apprentices that 
we are now supporting, has a real opportunity to make a career in the construction sector. 

I want to talk about issues around the overtaking lane proposal for Rosedale Road. Those who 
have been here for a while have heard me go on about this, and it is a huge announcement. Isis 
Highway works are going to continue. With regard to the Bargara-Hughes Road intersection, thanks to 
everyone who has put in so much over a long period of time to deal with that issue. 

I want to put to bed some of the myths about the dam improvement at Paradise Dam. Those 
opposite are continuing their scare campaign, but there is $60 million to continue progressing the 
rebuild of Paradise Dam since it was tragically torn down in 2019. 

I want to talk quickly about the Bundaberg Hospital. There are drilling rigs onsite, so it is time to 
stop the scare campaign and stop talking down our region. Let’s talk it up for all it is. People do not 
need the nonsense; they need to know that the government respects them and provides services for 
them. There has been a reduction in ambulance ramping and a reduction in the waiting time for elective 
surgery, but it is more important to note that the record investment in our region continues. 

There were some comments today about the Bargara Police Station. There is $17.5 million in 
the budget to continue that work on the police facility in Bargara—and we could not be more excited—
and that is continuing. There is a new rural fire station going in at Baffle Creek and $80 million going to 
the Gladstone Ports Corporation for works needed there. I also want to talk about the $2.2 billion that 
is in the budget for the Hospital Rescue Plan. 

In terms of maintenance for our schools, there is $1 million in Bundy and $1.6 million worth of 
work for Agnes Water. All of this continues. There is funding for Bargara State School playgrounds. 
Going forward it is about roadworks, it is about the issues that we promised and, more importantly, it is 
about the fresh start for Queensland. I commend the bills to the House. 

Mr JAMES (Mulgrave—LNP) (5.51 pm): The Courier-Mail described this budget as a no-frills, 
meat pie budget, but when you bite into it there is plenty of substance. This budget strengthens the 
foundations we laid for a fresh start in 2025-26. It continues the work of budget repair after a decade of 
unsustainable expenditure growth that placed significant strain on Queensland’s fiscal capacity, and it 
does so amid global volatility, economic shocks from the war in Iran, uncertainty from the federal budget 
and fiscal challenges inherited from the former Labor government. We are making Queensland safer, 
restoring health services where Queenslanders need them most, easing national cost-of-living 
pressures and delivering a record $119 billion four-year capital program—the largest infrastructure 
meat pie in our state’s history.  

In 2026-27 the Crisafulli government will invest $29.6 billion in capital works, directly supporting 
71,500 jobs across Queensland. Around 70 per cent of that investment will be delivered outside greater 
Brisbane, supporting about 48,500 regional jobs. The $2 billion Residential Activation Fund, launched 
by our Premier in the middle of Mulgrave before the election, will accelerate trunk and essential 
infrastructure to unlock thousands more homes. This budget doubles the next round from $500 million 
to $1 billion. A further $50 million is committed in 2026-27 as part of more than $2 billion in joint funding 
between the Queensland and federal governments to deliver more than 51,000 homes, including over 
20,000 exclusively for first home buyers. 

These investments will strengthen priority development areas across the state by supporting 
government and industry partnerships, market responsiveness and development certainty, helping 
deliver the Securing our Housing Foundations policy. In Mulgrave, those foundations were laid just five 
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months ago with the declaration of the Mount Peter Priority Development Area on 30 July 2025. The 
Mount Peter PDA interim land use plan is now in effect, and this PDA will deliver significant economic 
and community benefits for years to come. Supporting the PDA and further housing delivery is Cairns 
Regional Council’s $472 million Cairns Water Security Stage 1 project in Gordonvale which will provide 
a new drinking water supply by enhancing existing sources from Copperlode Falls Dam, Behana Creek 
and smaller rural intakes across the region. This critical project will service Cairns’s growing population 
and strengthen the resilience of the existing water network. It is the largest infrastructure project ever 
undertaken by council, jointly funded by the Australian and Queensland governments with $195 million 
each and Cairns Regional Council contributing the balance. This budget includes the state’s final 
payment of $83.8 million. Now, that is a thrilling infrastructure meat pie, Hayden! More than 1,100 
people have contributed to this project, with over 80 per cent of the workforce from the Cairns region, 
supporting the local economy and helping ease cost-of-living pressures. Delivery of the capital pipeline 
is also supported by the government’s landmark construction productivity reforms, including the 
removal of the CFMEU’s Best Practice Industry Conditions, which delayed projects and were projected 
to cost Queenslanders $20.6 billion over five years. That is $20,600 million. 

The Crisafulli government is also expanding the nation-leading Land Activation Program, which 
has already unlocked thousands of additional homes across Queensland by identifying and releasing 
underutilised government land for new housing projects. The current $300 million 2024-2027 Works for 
Queensland program funding round is supporting 65 councils outside South-East Queensland to deliver 
local projects that create jobs, improve infrastructure and services and support Queenslanders now and 
into the future. This budget includes $77.7 million for that program.  

The Speaker has reviewed and approved my speech on the budget for incorporation. As such, I 
ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of Proceedings. 

The speech read as follows— 

Strengthening Industry, Security and Fiscal Discipline 

The Budget strengthens national fuel security with $11.9 million over two years for the Taroom Trough Development Plan. It also 
fast-tracks new fuel storage and refinery infrastructure through the Accelerating Fuel Infrastructure Program, forming a key part 
of the Crisafulli Government’s Fuel Security Plan. 

It also provides $180.6 million for the Sovereign Industry Development Fund, which is strengthening Queensland’s economy by 
partnering with industry to secure sovereign manufacturing capability across defence, biomedical industries and biofuels, after 
years of Labor’s haphazard approach to industry development. 

Across the Budget, announcements continue to focus on four fundamental pillars: 
• safety where you live; 
• a better lifestyle through a stronger economy; 
• health services when you need them; and 
• a plan for Queensland’s future. 

We have honoured every election commitment, with each promise funded in this Budget. Our cost-of-living relief is strategic, 
responsible, targeted and timely, while also protecting vital services, jobs, infrastructure and projects that would otherwise have 
been lost. 

The Government’s calm and methodical approach to spending keeps expense growth below revenue growth each year across 
the forward estimates, progressively improving operating deficits—something that does not exist in Labor’s DNA. 

This commitment to fiscal discipline means the Budget forecasts ‘a return to surplus’ in 2029-30, while continuing to deliver better 
services for Queensland’s growing population. 

Safety Where You Live 

Mr Speaker, my constituents remain deeply concerned about the youth crime crisis. The Crisafulli Government is confronting it 
directly after a decade of neglect and weak, deliberately watered-down Labor laws. This will take more than two budgets and a 
single term of Government to fix, but the work is underway. 

To strengthen frontline policing, 1,600 new police officers are being recruited. Queensland now has 13,000 police officers for the 
first time in the state’s history. 

The Making Queensland Safer laws ensure that adult crimes receive adult time, backed by additional resources across the justice 
system. Three tranches of Adult Crime, Adult Time laws have already passed in the past eighteen months, with more to come. 

The Budget also funds the expansion of Woodford Youth Detention Centre to increase capacity and keep dangerous repeat 
offenders off our streets. 

It provides $560 million for world-leading early intervention and rehabilitation programs to prevent and break the cycle of repeat 
youth crime. 
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The Circuit Breaker Sentencing, introduced to Parliament this week will deliver new Court-ordered remote rehabilitation-focused 
detention for youth offenders to break the cycle of crime and make Queensland safer. 

A new professional Victims Advocate Service will provide dedicated support to victims of crime throughout the justice process. 
We are putting victims first, Mr Speaker. 

Small businesses and local governments will benefit from the Secure Communities Partnership Program, which provides 
$40 million in grants to improve community safety and prevent crime. 

For Cairns and Far North Queensland, this includes: 
• A $35 million upgrade to the Edmonton Police Station, with detailed planning to commence in 2026-27, to support 

frontline policing services and target crime in Cairns. 
• One of two new Youth Justice Schools for high-risk young people on Youth Justice orders, including community service 

orders, will commence classes in Cairns in 2027. 
• The Government is investing $8.52 million this budget at Lotus Glen Correctional Centre near Mareeba with Low Custody 

Uplift enhancements ($12.7M Total) 
• Cairns Watchhouse will receive an upgrade. 
• A permanent POLAIR aerial crime-fighting operational capability will be stationed in Cairns and Far North Queensland, 

guaranteed for another 9 years. 
• Support for victims of crime will be funded with an increased budget of $11.6 million over 4 years. 

Delivering a Better Lifestyle Through a Stronger Economy 

We are committed to easing cost-of-living pressures for Queensland families, workers and businesses. 

Queenslanders have paid a high price for the former Labor Government’s expensive failures across housing, crime, health and 
cost of living. As a result, the state has faced some of the steepest cost increases in the nation, including in rent, healthcare, 
sport, food, transport and electricity. 

For Ergon customers, the Energy Roadmap Price Drop will lock in lower power prices, saving families around 7 per cent and 
businesses around 8 per cent by passing on the full power price reduction. 

Project costs also skyrocketed under Labor’s CFMEU tax, which is why Queensland needed a fresh start. 

Practical support for families includes: 
• $150 Back to School Boost vouchers for primary school students in Far North Queensland to help with stationery, 

uniforms and excursions; 
• $200 Play On! vouchers for children aged 5 to 17 to support sport and active recreation, particularly in regional areas like 

Mulgrave; 
• the Boost to Buy program, reducing the deposit gap for home ownership, with income limits of $150,000 for singles and 

$225,000 for couples, and a purchase price limit of $1 million; and 
• abolished stamp duty on new homes for first-time buyers, alongside the extension of the $30,000 First Homeowner Grant 

for another 12 months. 

The Crisafulli Government is also delivering more homes for Far North Queensland residents, with 561 social and affordable 
homes either under construction or contracted as part of the Securing Our Housing Foundations Plan. 

Our ambition is to deliver one million homes by 2044, including 53,500 social and affordable homes, supported by a record 
$5.6 billion investment in new social and community housing initiatives. The Cairns region is receiving the lion’s share of the 
State’s Housing and Public Works capital works and maintenance budget. 

Mr Speaker, housing infrastructure is vital. It is the chicken and the egg: without homes, we cannot attract the workers our growing 
region needs. 

The Cairns rental market remains extremely tight, with a vacancy rate of around 0.7 per cent. That means a significant shortage 
of rental properties and makes it extremely difficult for people to find accommodation. As I said, Mr Speaker, the Crisafulli 
Government is making the delivery of a place to call home a priority. 

Delivering Health Services When You Need Them 

Health services are a priority, and this Budget delivers more than ever before, including three new hospitals, ten major upgrades 
and more than 4,500 additional health workers in 2025-26. 

The record $18.5 billion Hospital Rescue Plan includes $1.75 billion to stabilise elective surgery waitlists and deliver 30,000 
surgeries. 

Abolishing Labor’s patients’ tax will also make doctor visits cheaper. 

The health operating budget is being increased by 10.2 per cent to $29.4 billion, ensuring critical health services are fully funded 
with more health workers and more free healthcare than ever before. 

For our region, the $1 billion Cairns Hospital upgrade announced in March will transform local health services. The staged 
development will include research and innovation facilities, new wards, a significant number of new beds and a 500-space multi-
storey staff car park. 
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Mulgrave residents will also benefit from the $1.8 billion commitment to stabilise surgery waitlists, including partnerships with the 
private sector through the Surgery Connection program so patients can be seen sooner. 

Delivering a boost to the Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme, with faster payments through system upgrades and a nation-leading 
45c/km fuel subsidy, providing cost of living relief for patients travelling to specialist medical services by car. 

Expanding the Healthy Kids program statewide, with free vision, hearing and speech development checks for children in 
Kindergarten, giving them the best chance to be ready for school. 

Key local health investments include: 
• $181 million to refurbish selected areas of Cairns Hospital as part of the Hospital Rescue Plan; 
• $1.7 billion to reduce ambulance ramping below 30 per cent by 2028 and deliver more paramedics; 
• $60 million for Stage 1 of the Cairns Health and Innovation Centre, delivering extra clinical capacity and supporting health 

education, training and research; 
• $29 million to redevelop Queensland Ambulance Service facilities, including the Cairns Operations Centre; and 
• $2.95 million for the Jalbu Integrated Women’s Health Hub, a First Nations designed and led community health hub 

providing free, walk-in health services for women and girls in the Cairns region, as part of $11.47 million over four years. 

The Budget also delivers for Mulgrave through: 
• $13.7 million for a new MRI machine, CT scanner, and Mammography service in Edmonton. 
• $500,000 for the Jeff Pezzutti Park Youth Activities Centre in Woree, including a new youth space with a skate park, 

multi-use court, playground and pump track, as part of $1.5 million over three years; 
• $500,000 to construct a cycleway as part of the Bruce Highway Cairns Southern Access between Robert Road and 

Foster Road. 
• $2.66 million for Cairns State Special School in Woree, delivering a new classroom block providing additional classrooms, 

an outdoor learning area and covered link, as part of $17 million total funding. 
• $1,577,285 for Maintenance and minor works for schools in Mulgrave 
• $800,000—amenities upgrades at Yarrabah State School’s Secondary Campus; and 
• $600,000—detailed design and planning for the Yarrabah Multi-Purpose Centre. 
• $250,000—New arts precinct in Yarrabah—the boardwalk and a new amphitheatre at the museum/arts precinct. 

($1 million over 3 years). Part of the Works for Queensland Program. 
• $294,400 to Deliver alcohol and other drugs non-residential rehabilitation treatment ($1.4 mill over 5 yrs). 
• $7 million for Gillies Range Road, Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements reconstruction works 

The 2026-27 Budget is Delivering a Plan for Queensland’s Future 

The Budget delivers $9 billion for major Bruce Highway upgrades and safety improvements, locking in the 80:20 funding deal 
with the Australian Government. 

In 2026-27, the Queensland Reconstruction Authority (QRA) will provide $1.523 billion to Councils for reconstruction, betterment 
and other projects relating to natural disaster events, jointly funded by the Queensland and Federal Governments under the 
Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements 

It also puts the 2032 Olympic Games back on track through comprehensive plans for transport, infrastructure and tourism, along 
with a $250 million investment to boost grassroots sport participation in the lead-up to the Games. Local sporting clubs in 
Mulgrave will benefit from these legacy projects. 

A further $446 million investment will support Destination 2045 and Queensland’s tourism future through funding for aviation, 
event attraction and new product development. 

The Crisafulli Government is delivering for Queensland with practical initiatives to help Close the Gap in Indigenous Communities. 
Our 2026-27 Budget delivers 21 new public health and critical and essential infrastructure projects in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities through the Closing the Gap Priorities Fund with $73 million in Funding. I am proud to announce that one 
of the benefiting communities is within my electorate, so there will be significant investment in Mulgrave to improve safety, 
accessibility, and community wellbeing. Minister Simpson and I will have more to say on this specific announcement soon. 

Additional regional investments include: 
• Cairns Marine Precinct Common User Facility (CUF)—The Queensland Government has committed $207 million and is 

working with the Federal Government, which is committed $180 million. In partnership with industry, this funding will 
support delivery of the CUF, including $8.3 million in 2026-27 to progress critical activities and market engagement. 

• Barlow Park Stadium—Upgrading the stadium, Part of the $7.1 billion Games Venue Program jointly funded by the 
Queensland and Federal Governments. 

• $13.6 million to complete the expansion of the Great Barrier Reef International Marine College in Cairns; 
• $8 million to replace the Cairns Fire Communications Centre; 
• A new Barron River bridge in Kuranda on the Kennedy Highway. 
• Cairns Western Arterial Road, Redlynch Connecter Road to Captain Cook Highway 
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Where Labor left critical services, jobs and projects unfunded, we have stepped in and front-loaded spending to protect them. 
This Budget delivers targeted, responsible and long-term cost-of-living relief while improving Queenslanders’ living standards 
now and into the future. 

With this Budget, Labor’s scare campaign is dead. After a culture of fear and intimidation in the public service, we are empowering 
the public sector by reducing reliance on external consultants and contractors, increasing internal capability, and establishing 
Queensland Government Consulting Services. 

In conclusion, this Budget honours our promise of a fresh start. It is a blueprint for a safer, stronger, healthier and more forward-
looking Queensland. It strengthens the foundations we have laid while making the difficult decisions needed for both today and 
the future. 

Ms MARR (Thuringowa—LNP) (5.57 pm): Today I rise to speak on the 2026-27 budget—a 
budget that strengthens the foundations for a fresh start for Queensland and the hardworking families 
of Thuringowa. For Thuringowa, with a younger median age of just 36 and over 14,000 families raising 
children, the cost of living, safer streets, health and housing are front and centre. These are the priorities 
for my community, and today we are acting on them with purpose and conviction, and doing so with no 
new or increased taxes while continuing the hard work of strengthening our financial foundations. This 
budget delivers the largest ongoing cost-of-living relief package in Queensland’s history—nearly 
$9.3 billion supporting Queenslanders. This is a $700 million increase on last year. It is targeted, 
responsible relief designed to help families through these challenging times. 

For the many young families and working parents in Thuringowa, this support is especially 
meaningful. We have increased the Back to School Boost by 50 per cent to $150 for every primary 
school student in Queensland. The opposition leader has called this ‘tokenistic’. I invite him to come 
and speak to the mums and dads in Thuringowa. It might be pocket change for the member for 
Murrumba, but it is a cost-of-living lifeline for some in my community. Last year families told me that 
they used this support to buy uniforms for the first time so their children did not start the school year 
feeling embarrassed in everyday clothes. One local school shared how students were able to settle into 
learning weeks earlier because they attended at the beginning of the year, not when their parents could 
find the money to buy what they needed. For families with young primary school-age children, many of 
them in our growing suburbs with more than one school-age child, this extra help makes a genuine 
difference. We have also locked in Play On! sports vouchers so families with multiple children no longer 
have to choose which child gets to play sport. In Thuringowa, where so many households have two or 
more kids, this means all children can now participate, building teamwork, fitness, confidence and 
friendships. That is huge for busy families trying to give every child the same opportunities. 

This budget further eases cost-of-living pressures with expanded kindy health checks, supported 
by $37.5 million over five years. With Thuringowa’s strong young family demographic, with 21 per cent 
aged zero to 14, this initiative provides value early health support for little ones starting kindy without 
adding to the weekly bills that so many parents are struggling with.  

Cost of living and crime are two of the biggest issues facing Thuringowa families. Residents want 
to feel safe in their homes and neighbourhoods. This budget invests $7.2 billion to make Queensland 
safer, recruiting more frontline police to restore safety where you live. We are investing $27.7 million to 
continue the second stage of the reallocation of the North Queensland Police Academy to Kirwan, 
delivering a new state-of-the-art facility, dog squad and other specialised facilities. We continue to back 
our brave men and women in blue by putting more frontline police on the streets because nothing beats 
more boots on the ground for a safer community. On that note, I would like to make a special mention 
and welcome the newest recruits at the Kirwan station: Ryan, Liam, Ritesh and Ashley.  

We are investing $90 million, delivering on crime prevention and early intervention with programs 
like Regional Reset, Circuit Breaker Sentencing and Staying on Track to turn our youth away from crime 
and make our community safer. We are also establishing a new specialised crime prevention school to 
re-engage youth who have disengaged from mainstream education and are at risk of falling into crime. 
In a community like Thuringowa, with many young families, these measures matter deeply. More police 
on the beat, better prevention programs and stronger support for victims will help families feel safe 
again.  

Health is another key priority. This budget delivers a record $35.5 billion for the health budget. 
This includes the Townsville University Hospital expansion—delivering stage 1 to provide 165 overnight 
beds and increased parking—as well as $3.87 million for a new step-up step-down facility for the 
Townsville region. This step-up step-down facility is a real win for our community of Thuringowa 
because it is one they fought for personally. Local families will benefit from more beds, more health 
workers, better ambulance services and shorter waiting times.  
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Members opposite have had a lot to say today about us not delivering on time and on budget. I 
would gently suggest they pause their lectures, press play on their own record and brace themselves. 
It is a greatest hit album full of delays, blowouts and unfinished tracks, and this is just one of many. 
Soon we will see the completion of the Kirwan community health facility. This government is stepping 
up to save this expansion and refurbishment project for the people of Townsville. Labor initially 
approved the project in January 2023 at a cost of up to $44 million, only to revise it just 10 months later 
to $49.742 million. This is a staggering budget blowout of almost $6 million in just 10 months. During 
the 2024 election it was fenced up and Labor left the project in limbo, yet again making a promise and 
not delivering. Labor’s delays pushed the project well beyond their revised budget.  

In the 2025-26 state budget, the Crisafulli government provided an additional $8.8 million to 
rescue and complete this vital health facility, bringing the total project value to $58.542 million. While 
Labor promised completion in the second half of 2024, their mismanagement left the people of Kirwan 
waiting far longer than necessary. We are fixing Labor’s mess and delivering the health infrastructure 
my community deserves.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, the Deputy Speaker has reviewed and approved my speech on the 
budget for incorporation. As such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record 
of Proceedings. 

The speech read as follows— 
Through the Residential Activation Fund, land has been unlocked for more than 98,000 new homes across Queensland, with 
strong benefits flowing to Townsville and Thuringowa. Young families can now see a realistic path to home ownership, something 
that has felt out of reach for too long. 

We have extended the boosted First Home Owner Grant to $30,000 for another four years. Thuringowa is home to many young 
couples and first-home buyers dreaming of their own place. 

This Budget invests $12.3 billion to unlock more land, expanding and improving social and community housing with 328 new 
homes in North Queensland in construction or under contract, towards the target of 53,000 social and community homes by 
2044.  

We are also delivering frontline housing and homelessness services to assist families with securing long-term housing and 
accessing other vital supports, giving Thuringowa families more choice and hope for stable housing. 

With a disappointing high rate of domestic and family violence in my community, it is welcome to see an investment in an 
electronic monitoring pilot program for high-risk domestic and family violence offenders. 

The capital program of $119.2 billion over four years is building Queensland’s future—new schools, upgraded sporting facilities 
that will create jobs and opportunity right across Thuringowa, including in our region. 

This Budget provides certainty and stability and continues the hard work of strengthening our financial foundations, responsibly 
managing the Budget while delivering the programs and services our communities need. We are making the right decisions now, 
securing a stronger future for our children and grandchildren. 

Mister Speaker, this Budget is about helping Thuringowa families through tough times today, while strengthening the foundations 
for a brighter tomorrow. It listens to the real needs of our young families, working parents and growing communities, delivering 
cost of living relief, better health services, housing opportunities and staying focused and committed to making our community 
safer. 

I want to briefly mention some real commitments for my community in this budget.  
• $11.7 million in Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme (PTSS). Increases by 11 cents per kilometre, from 34c/km to 45c/km (a 

nation-leading rate), including for system upgrades for faster payments/reimbursements 
• Additional funding: Around $11.7 million in 2026-27. 
• $20 million Stage two Allambie Lane to Dunlop Street, duplicate to four lanes  
• $102 million for expansion to the Townsville Correctional Centre to increase prison capacity  
• $420 million in this budget towards to deliver CopperString, which also means jobs for my community  
• $1.4 million for Honouring Our Veterans Grants  
• $11.5 million Landsdown Eco-Industrial Estate Precinct  
• $9 billion Bruce Highway Targeted Safety Program  
• $8.15 million for Expansion to the Townsville Courthouse 
• $29.616 billion in 2026-2027 to deliver capital works including the vital regional areas  
• $3.1 million for enhancements to software applications to support delivery of high-quality curriculum for schools and 

teachers 

I commend the Budget to the House. 
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Hon. PT WEIR (Condamine—LNP) (6.03 pm): I rise to make my contribution to the budget for 
2026-27 handed down by the Treasurer and member for Toowoomba South, David Janetzki, on 
Tuesday. Let me start my contribution with the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 2026 which provides for 
total funding of $154.8 million for the Legislative Assembly and Parliamentary Service for the 2026-27 
financial year. That is a net increase in total funding of $8.3 million from the 2025-26 budget. The 
majority of additional funding approved for the forthcoming financial year will be invested in a range of 
significant capital initiatives that are underway within the parliamentary precinct and in electoral offices 
across Queensland.  

Funding for headline projects underway includes $25 million over three years to deliver the 
remaining stages of the Parliamentary Annexe refurbishment program. Planned work in 2026-27 will 
focus on level 5 of the annexe following completion of level 6 during 2025-26. The works on level 5 will 
address some of the more public areas of the precinct such as meeting rooms, the cafeteria, coffee 
shops and increasing the number of toilet amenities. There is $6.65 million over two years to deliver 
priority electorate office reallocation and refurbishment projects. This program will target approximately 
31 sites to deliver functional work spaces following the introduction of additional office staff in 2024 and 
provide improved fit-out and security design standards. There is $2.9 million over four years to upgrade 
electoral office security and access control systems to improve reliability, support and remote 
integration. Capital funding of $1 million is also provided in 2026-27 to undertake drainage remediation 
work and the replacement of sandstone on the Parliament House George Street facade. This will 
address rising damp issues in our heritage building.  

Further, the proposed 2026-27 budget provides funding to continue a targeted heritage 
maintenance program for Parliament House, along with various precinct maintenance, while also 
enabling the finalisation and implementation of the new digital and workforce strategies for 2026 to 
2030. Budget funding will allow the continued execution of the Parliamentary Information Management 
System. PIMS directly supports business-critical functions and improves chamber and committee 
services via the development of custom IT applications to support the unique operations of the 
Legislative Assembly.  

I will now move onto the Appropriation Bill 2026. I would like to commend the Treasurer for the 
budget that was presented on Tuesday. Unlike the federal budget that was handed down recently, this 
budget contains no new or increased taxes. This budget is delivered in very uncertain and turbulent 
times. It addresses the state’s debt level, yet keeps the state moving forward. It helps to repair the 
neglect that many regional areas have experienced for far too long.  

If you go for a drive anywhere in regional Queensland, the state of our roads tell the story. It is 
no different in Condamine, but works are now happening under the Crisafulli government. Lane 
widening and other safety works are progressing on the Warrego Highway. The extensive upgrades to 
the Toowoomba-Cecil Plains Road will be completed in the next few months, along with safety upgrades 
to the Jondaryan and Mount Tyson Road intersection. I am also pleased to say that works have started 
on the Brookstead Norwin Road, which will be widened to two lanes and strengthened to improve 
efficiency for the transport of freight in that highly productive agricultural area. It would be many, many 
years since this road received any significant funding. These works are being fully funded by the state. 
I would like to thank the Minister for Transport and Main Roads, Brent Mickelberg, for visiting and 
inspecting these sites and others with me.  

Members would have heard me talk over my time here of police stations in Condamine which 
have no police officers in them. I can report that all but one of these stations are now fully staffed and 
that last one is in the final stages of appointing a permanent officer. We have heard the police minister 
Dan Purdie speak of the appalling mismanagement uncovered by the QPS Independent Financial 
Review. I assure the minister that this is something that is raised by police officers in every station that 
I visit. Many of these stations are run-down and in need of upgrades or replacement. Officers are 
appalled—but not surprised—that the funds were being so mismanaged while stations were falling into 
rack and ruin.  

The Residential Activation Fund under Deputy Premier Jarrod Bleijie is a wonderful incentive 
helping councils to do works that will help facilitate growth that has been beyond the council’s financial 
ability. The Toowoomba Regional Council has an application in for the current round of funding, round 2, 
that totals $1 billion. The western side of Toowoomba is being restrained by a water supply issue. If the 
application is successful, it will allow the development of about 35,000 to 40,000 lots. We are keenly 
waiting to hear if we have been successful.  
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While I am on the subject of housing, the abolition of stamp duty in the previous budget has 
helped 3,501 first home owners into their own homes, along with the first home owner grant, which has 
helped 3,411 home owners realise their dream. The budget also includes $5.72 billion, which is the 
largest ever investment in social and community housing. Minister for Housing and Public Works Sam 
O’Connor would be interested to hear that the community housing project in the town of Clifton, where 
we both attended the sod turning, is now almost complete. This budget also offers cost-of-living relief 
to families, with the Back to School Boost offering $150 for every primary school student, along with 
Play On! sports vouchers of $200. The free kindy health checks have been expanded, with funding of 
$37.5 million over five years.  

Water supply and connectivity remain an issue in the Toowoomba region, as I mentioned earlier, 
and I welcome funding in this budget for stage 1 of the Toowoomba-Warwick pipeline, which will deliver 
much needed water supply to the towns of Wyreema, Cambooya and Greenmount. I thank the water 
minister, Ann Leahy, for that funding.  

The new Toowoomba Hospital continues to emerge from the ground, and we see continued 
funding for this much anticipated project. This budget sees record funding for health, including a 
$140 million increase in the Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme. There is much to like about this budget 
and I commend it to the House. 

Hon. A LEAHY (Warrego—LNP) (Minister for Local Government and Water and Minister for Fire, 
Disaster Recovery and Volunteers) (6.10 pm): It is with great pleasure that I rise to speak on the 
appropriation bills in this cognate debate. This second budget of the Crisafulli government is delivering 
on the foundations for a fresh start that we put down in the last budget. In contrast to the federal 
Albanese Labor government, there are no new taxes in this Queensland state budget. It reflects the 
Crisafulli government’s commitment to building stronger communities, strengthening resilience and 
investing in the people who make this state great. It is a budget that continues to wind back a decade 
of Labor decline and of projects being poorly planned and badly managed. Where Labor delivered 
blowouts and broken promises, we are delivering certainty and outcomes. Where Labor left 
communities behind, we are investing in their future. 

This budget includes funding for the rebuild of Paradise Dam—the dodgy dam that Labor built, 
then tore down and then hid a $4.4 billion cost blowout from Queenslanders. The budget delivers new 
fire and rescue stations for Kingaroy and Hervey Bay, ensuring our frontline firies have the facilities 
they need to keep Queenslanders safe. I want to thank the member for Hervey Bay and the member 
for Maryborough for their advocacy on the Hervey Bay fire station. 

To give families and small businesses cost-of-living relief, the budget contains important 
measures to put downward pressure on water bills. We are freezing bulk water prices for South-East 
Queensland for two years and we expect utility providers to do the same. We are providing $22 million 
over four years to continue subsidising the cost of water supplied through critical pipeline infrastructure 
in the state’s north-west. We have committed $10 million to subsidise bulk water charges for Gladstone 
after Labor failed to address local bill-shock issues. The mayor of Gladstone was very happy when I 
called to advise him of this funding. I know that this is a big relief for his council. 

On top of this, we are building the water infrastructure Queenslanders need after a decade of 
neglect by Labor. The budget contains funds for new weirs along the Thomson River in Longreach, the 
Boyne River near Mundubbera and Barambah Creek near Murgon. There is also funding to progress 
the Water for Warrill Irrigation Project, the Lockyer Valley and Somerset Water Security Scheme and 
Emu Swamp Dam. The advocacy from the member for Southern Downs has been tireless on Emu 
Swamp Dam and I was delighted to join him at the site recently. It also delivers critical water security 
projects in regional and remote Queensland communities including Wujal Wujal, Woorabinda, 
Cherbourg, Mossman, Mount Morgan and Cairns.  

The budget is also backing those Queenslanders who back Queenslanders, with $1.2 million to 
deliver the first phase of our 10-year volunteering plan and support the vital work they do in every 
community across Queensland. This is a budget that delivers for Queenslanders, whether they live in 
Coolangatta, Cunnamulla, Camooweal or Cape York.  

Compare the delivery in our budget to the federal Albanese Labor government’s cuts. They have 
cut $103 million from the National Water Grid Fund, meaning that Queensland communities will miss 
out on key water infrastructure. Federal Labor have proposed the biggest cuts to disaster recovery in a 
generation—cuts that mean less funding for Queensland’s world-class response and recovery 
framework. It means less funding for council sandbagging services and evacuation centres, rural 
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firefighters and swiftwater rescue teams and emergency fodder drops and for urgent restoration of 
council infrastructure like roads and water treatment plants. We are fighting these cuts, alongside our 
partners in local government, because Queensland communities need these cuts reversed.  

I also want to speak about what the budget means for the people of Warrego. I have always 
fought hard to ensure Western Queensland gets its fair share, and this budget delivers. Across Warrego 
we are seeing continued investment in essential infrastructure, in community facilities and in the 
services people rely on every day. From upgrades to critical road networks to investment in community 
infrastructure and local priorities, this government understands that regional Queensland matters. We 
are delivering CT scanners at Dalby Hospital and Charleville Hospital. We are delivering co-location of 
the junior campus into the middle campus at Roma State College after years of being ignored by Labor. 
The Country Roads Connect Program is delivering funding to our local governments to pave unsealed 
regional roads throughout the south-west. Roads being sealed include the Jakelwar-Goodooga Road, 
Yuleba to Surat Road, Warra Canaga Creek Road, Jobs Gate Road and Warri Gate Road to ensure 
they remain accessible during weather events.  

The Residential Activation fund is constructing housing and infrastructure in our regional centres 
in Thargomindah, Roma, St George, Dalby and Quilpie. The future of Queensland’s fuel security is in 
the south-west, where we are fast-tracking the Taroom Trough development plan. The Crisafulli 
government is delivering for the people of Warrego. We are delivering for families, for businesses and 
for the next generation in Western Queensland. We are ensuring that people in the regions have access 
to the services they need, the infrastructure they deserve and the opportunities to thrive. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the Deputy Speaker has reviewed and approved my speech for 
incorporation. As such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of 
Proceedings.  

The speech read as follows— 
This budget continues to build on the Crisafulli Government’s commitment to delivering for all Queenslanders. 

We are continuing to strengthen our partnership with local government because we know that strong councils are essential to 
strong and resilient communities.  

This budget provides targeted support to ensure councils can plan with certainty, deliver infrastructure, and maintain the services 
their communities rely on every day. 

The Indigenous Council Funding Program delivers $40.5 million over two years to support financial sustainability and governance 
capability in Indigenous councils.  

This investment recognises the unique challenges faced by these councils and ensures they are better equipped to serve their 
communities effectively. 

We are also investing $51.1 million over four years from the Queensland Government Digital Fund to deliver critical upgrades to 
digital water systems, fulfilling a promise made during the 2024 State Election.  

This modernisation will improve operational efficiency, support better customer outcomes and position water service providers 
for future demand. 

In water, this budget takes a strategic approach to long-term security, affordability and economic growth.  

The Lockyer Valley and Somerset Water Security Scheme is supported with $5 million over two years to progress key work 
packages, reduce risks and strengthen delivery confidence ahead of a final investment decision. 

We committed to delivering a detailed business case for the Water for Warrill Irrigation Project in the Scenic Rim, and this budget 
ensure that this important project is being progressed. We are delivering a $3.4 million commitment over the next two years to 
complete a detailed business case, delivering on our promise.  

This budget also supports affordability, committing $22 million over four years to continue subsidising the cost of water supplied 
to Cloncurry Shire Council via the North-West Queensland Water Pipeline and the Cloncurry Pipeline.  

In addition, there is $10 million in 2026—27 to subsidise bulk water charges for Gladstone Regional Council’s urban customers, 
including those supplied by the Fitzroy to Gladstone Pipeline. These measures ensure that water remains accessible and 
affordable for households and primary producers alike. 

In disaster preparedness and response, there is additional funding of $16 million over three years that will support the construction 
of replacement fire and rescue stations in Hervey Bay and Kingaroy. This ensures our frontline personnel in regional Queensland 
have access to modern, fit-for-purpose facilities to keep Queenslanders safe where they live. 

This investment is complemented by broader efforts to strengthen disaster readiness, improve response capability, and support 
recovery efforts across Queensland.  
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Our focus remains on ensuring communities are prepared for future events and can recover quickly when disaster strikes. 

Central to this effort are our volunteers. This budget delivers $1.2 million over three years to implement the first phase of the 10-
year Volunteering Plan and progress the Crisafulli Government’s response to our earlier Parliamentary Inquiry. 

Volunteers are the backbone of disaster response and community across Queensland. Their commitment, courage and 
selflessness are unmatched, and our government is proud to back them. 

This budget also continues to deliver for regional Queensland, including communities across my electorate of Warrego. 

We are also delivering major reconstruction and safety works across the region, including upgrades to the Castlereagh Highway 
between St George and Hebel, floodway improvements, and reconstruction projects on Hungerford Road, Blackall—Adavale 
Road, Diamantina Development Road and the Quilpie to Thargomindah Road.  

Additional works include pavement rehabilitation between Mitchell and St George, guardrail installations on the Moonie Highway 
and Surat Development Road, and the replacement of the Eulo Bridge over the Paroo River. 

Planning for the future is underway, with a business case to raise the approaches to Loudon Bridge and a new T-intersection at 
The Gums, where the Surat Development Road meets the Leichhardt Highway. We are delivering on these election 
commitments. 

We are also investing in community safety and resilience, including nearly $2 million for the Wild Dog Barrier Fence. 

Through the Residential Activation Fund, we are unlocking new housing across the Warrego. This includes: 
• essential infrastructure works in Dalby;  
• residential support works in St George;  
• the Aurora Estate Extension in Charleville;  
• upgrades in Quilpie;  
• the Police Paddock subdivision in Roma;  
• and new water, sewer and stormwater infrastructure in Thargomindah. 

Finally, we are supporting long-term economic and water security through statewide initiatives that benefit our region, including 
the Queensland Fuel Security Plan—fast-tracking the Taroom Trough—and the Great Artesian Basin Water Security Program, 
helping landholders upgrade and manage bores across the basin. 

These investments across Warrego reinforce the Crisafulli Government’s commitment to ensuring regional communities are not 
left behind.  

Together, these measures demonstrate a clear commitment to delivering outcomes where they are needed most and ensuring 
that communities across Queensland have the opportunity to grow and thrive. 

This budget is about continuing the work we started last year. It is about delivering on our commitments, strengthening our 
communities, and building resilience for the future. 

The Crisafulli Government is listening, planning and delivering. We are getting on with the job of building a better future for all 
Queenslanders.  

Ms HATCHER (Caloundra—LNP) (6.17 pm): I rise today to speak in absolute support of the 
budget and bills before the House. I want to begin by thanking the Treasurer for delivering a budget 
that respects taxpayers’ money, builds for our future and provides rock-solid stability during a time of 
great global and national volatility. For too long the people of Caloundra were left behind by a decade 
of Labor decline, but today, under the leadership of Premier David Crisafulli, this budget proves that 
our government is listening and we are delivering.  

The families and households in my electorate are feeling the pinch of high inflation and rising 
prices. That is why I am incredibly proud that this budget delivers cost-of-living relief, really helping out 
all of the families we represent. This is not about temporary sugar hits; this is about locked-in, reliable 
support. As we know, Caloundra is one of the fastest growing communities in Queensland. Despite this 
planned growth, we have not had the investment into our area at all. We love having extra people being 
able to call Caloundra home, but we need the matching infrastructure. Last year’s budget was the most 
significant step forward for Caloundra, and I am so pleased to see this continue.  

For the parents dropping their kids off at schools in Caloundra, the increase in the Back to School 
Boost to $150 per primary school student will make a profound difference. I am quite shocked that those 
opposite chose this program to attack repeatedly through their budget debate speeches as it has been 
a fantastic initiative that has really made a difference to our local families. For a family with multiple 
children, the application of the Back to School Boost has made a huge difference to the costs associated 
with the school year. Being able to apply this credit to the Student Resource Scheme at the start of the 
year or keep it till later in the year for things such as excursions or camps has been a game changer. I 
love it. A 50 per cent increase in this budget will make all the difference.  
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We are continuing the highly successful $200 Play On! sports vouchers to keep our local kids 
active. It is a fantastic move to split it across the year to cater for both summer and winter sports. That 
has made it so much more accessible for families. Most importantly, we are locking 50-cent public 
transport fares into law. This is how a responsible government plays its part in easing the pressure on 
household budgets.  

However, we are not just easing the pressures for today; we are building the infrastructure that 
Caloundra will need tomorrow. Anyone who drives through our electorate will know of the daily 
frustration caused by local traffic bottlenecks. That is why I am thrilled to champion the funding secured 
for the Caloundra Congestion Busting Plan and crucial local upgrades. Furthermore, as our southern 
corridor explodes with growth, this budget ensures our infrastructure matches the pace.  

We are investing in our young people by funding the construction of the new primary school at 
Banya. This growing area will have a much needed and brand new primary school, including a kindy, 
for our precious young people to learn and thrive close to home. I am especially proud to highlight the 
newly announced Caloundra TAFE Centre of Excellence. Tenders officially open for this state-of-the-art 
facility that will allow local apprentices to learn right where they live, targeting the critical construction 
trade shortages left behind by the previous government. We are talking about world-class education 
offered in our local community and the opportunity to gain a trade qualification in construction to meet 
the future workforce required for not only our additional home builds but also the generational projects 
our government is building.  

Health care and community support are also at the very core of this budget. We are following 
through on our Hospital Rescue Plan. For Caloundra, we are delivering a brand new neuro wellness 
hub. The hub will provide life-changing services and support for local residents living with neurological 
conditions. We are achieving all of this while managing expenses responsibly. Unlike those opposite 
who always take the easy option of raising or adding taxes, our government has delivered lower debt 
and a clearer path back without a single new tax being introduced.  

The Sunshine Coast is celebrating the most exciting of all projects, the Wave. It is the most 
significant investment into a public transport project that the Sunshine Coast has ever seen. This project 
has been spoken about for decades and, finally, we have a government that is getting on with job—not 
just talk but action. The budget also includes funding for new fire stations at Beerwah and Caloundra 
and the schools active transport pilot program, which are both essential projects to drive the Caloundra 
electorate forward. Caloundra is also very happy to be the recipient of SIDF funding and community 
housing projects.  

This budget is a win for our local economy, a win for our families and a win for the future of the 
Sunshine Coast. It delivers exactly what we promised. With communities like mine reeling from the 
recent federal Labor government’s budget that decimates businesses, individuals, young people, older 
people and basically every citizen and increases council rates by almost 10 per cent, I congratulate the 
Treasurer and the Premier on delivering a budget that shows that there is a level of government that is 
considering the impact that the decisions that government makes will have on every Queenslander.  

Interruption. 

SPEAKER’S STATEMENT  

Matters of Privilege, Apologies and Retractions of Statements; Member for McConnel, 
Finding of Contempt  

Mr SPEAKER: On 2 April 2025 I made a statement that apologies, retractions or clarifications 
should occur during matters of privilege at the commencement of the sitting day or during personal 
explanations in preliminary business. My purpose for making this statement was twofold: firstly, to 
ensure that nearly all members are present to hear the apology, including the originally aggrieved 
member, and to place more weight on the apology, retraction or clarification; and secondly, if members 
know that they will have to make an unqualified apology or retraction at a highly visible time, it may act 
as a preventative measure and improve the accuracy of debate in the House. 

This morning, Ethics Committee report No. 246 was tabled. The report recommended that the 
House make two findings of contempt against the member for McConnel for misconducting herself in 
the presence of the House and that the member for McConnel make an unequivocal apology to the 
House at the earliest opportunity.  
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At 11.10 am today, the member for McConnel, at the commencement of her second reading 
speech on the cognate debate, tendered her apologies. This apology was not done as per the standard 
set last year. I was not in the House at the time. Indeed, most members were not present.  

I do not believe the apology was tendered at the earliest opportunity. The member could have 
risen under a matter of privilege suddenly arising immediately after question time, when most members 
and I were present. I do not believe that the apology satisfies what is the now expected standard in 
terms of timing. I expect the member to give the apology required at the commencement of the next 
sitting day, either in matters of privilege or in preliminary business.  

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL  

APPROPRIATION BILL  

REVENUE (COST OF LIVING RELIEF LOCKED-IN LAW) AND OTHER 
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL  

APPR OPR IATION  (PARL IAMENT) B ILL; APPR OPRIATION  BILL; R EVENU E (COST OF LIVIN G R ELIEF LOCKED-IN  LAW ) AND OTHER  LEGISLATION AMENDM ENT B ILL  

Second Reading (Cognate Debate)  
Resumed from p. 2323, on motion of Mr Janetzki— 

That the bills be now read a second time.  

Mr WATTS (Toowoomba North—LNP) (6.24 pm): I rise to speak in support of the appropriation 
bills for 2026. For me, this budget is not just a set of numbers. As good as my mate to the south might 
be with numbers, it is not about the numbers but what they mean to the people of Toowoomba North. 
Earlier this year, I had the pleasure of visiting Harlaxton State School for an under-eights day. I joined 
the preppies at their teddy bears’ picnic—the chair was a bit small. It was one of those simple joyful 
local moments that remind us what this job is really about. It is about children having the support they 
need to learn. It is about parents trying to give their kids every opportunity. It is about teachers, 
volunteers, police, health workers, small business owners and families who get up every day to build 
our community.  

When I looked around that school community, I saw the whole purpose of a budget. I saw families 
that want relief that is practical, not theoretical. I saw children who need safe roads, good classrooms 
and access to sport. I saw a community that deserves services close to home and infrastructure planned 
for the future. The test I apply to a budget is this: does it make life better for the people I represent? 
This budget does. It is a local budget for the people who keep Toowoomba North moving every day. It 
delivers cost-of-living relief where families feel the pressure the most.  

The Back to School Boost increased by 50 per cent, delivering $150 for every primary school 
student at the start of the school year. In Toowoomba North, that means help with uniforms, books, 
excursions and all the costs that come at once when families are already stretched. The budget locks 
in $200 Play On! sports vouchers for children, covering both summer and winter sports. Community 
sport is not a luxury. It is where children learn confidence, discipline and teamwork. It is where parents 
meet, volunteers serve and suburbs become communities. This government will not let cost be the 
reason a child in Toowoomba North is left standing on the sidelines.  

The budget locks in permanent 50-cent public transport fares. Those opposite left 50-cent fares 
unfunded in their budget. We are putting certainty around them. Toowoomba bus passengers deserve 
affordable fares as a permanent feature, not a short-term political promise.  

The budget extends the $30,000 first home owner grant for four more years, alongside the 
abolition of stamp duty on new homes for first home buyers. It supports land supply through the 
Residential Activation Fund. Let’s hope Toowoomba goes well in the next round of that. One of the 
fastest growing parts of my electorate, Highfields, has already received a bit of funding from that fund. 
For young families in Toowoomba North, this provides a practical pathway towards a first home.  

The budget locks in the removal of the patients tax. That matters because when people cannot 
see a doctor without worrying about the added cost then they might not go as early as they should, 
which puts pressure on our other health services.  
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The budget also delivers on community safety. This year, I had the pleasure of meeting Senior 
Constable Snell, a worthy recipient of the Inspector David Stevenson Field Training Officer of the Year 
Award in 2026. He and officers like him are helping to train the next generation of police. This budget 
supports frontline recruitment and takes the Queensland Police Service past 13,000 officers for the first 
time in the state’s history. That support extends to the local police presence that matters to the people 
of Harlaxton and Wilsonton.  

Safety is not only about police numbers; it is also about safer roads, safer crossings and safer 
school zones. The New England Highway is the main arterial through our northern communities. The 
new package that will upgrade crossings and pedestrian facilities with better lighting and safer 
infrastructure will make a real difference for children, older residents and cyclists. Road safety upgrades 
around the schools in Highfields and Toowoomba are also most welcome as they will make it much 
safer for children as they travel to and from school and other places, particularly in Toowoomba’s fog.  

The budget also funds planning for the Toowoomba to Highfields corridor, which is a major road 
safety connectivity project for our fastest growing area. This time it must be done properly, with 
consultation and long-term planning. The budget also delivers the most significant health funding.  

Sitting suspended from 6.30 pm to 7.30 pm.  
Mr WATTS: This Crisafulli LNP government budget delivers the most significant health 

investment in Toowoomba’s history. Toowoomba will be one of three communities across Queensland 
receiving a brand new hospital—a single campus at the Baillie Henderson site. It will deliver 538 beds—
an increase of 118 beds—with a new cardiac lab, expanded dialysis and an expanded emergency 
department. It ends Labor’s failed two-campus proposal that the clinicians and community did not want 
and which would have wasted hundreds of millions of dollars to operate per year. It also funds Surgery 
Connect so that pensioners in Toowoomba are not put on buses to Ipswich and Brisbane for procedures 
that can be delivered closer to home. I encourage every local specialist to apply.  

The clear line in this budget is this: it delivers practical relief now and builds the services 
Toowoomba North will rely on for generations. It helps families today with school costs, sport costs, 
transport costs, housing costs and health costs. It backs our police, delivers safer roads and provides 
stronger youth justice responses. It builds hospitals, water infrastructure, schools, energy infrastructure, 
housing and local jobs.  

The Deputy Speaker has reviewed and approved my speech on the budget for incorporation. As 
such, I ask that the remainder of my speech be incorporated in the Record of Proceedings. 

The speech read as follows— 

COST OF LIVING, TRANSPORT AND HOUSING 

In the remainder of my contribution, I want to place on record the detail of what this budget means for Toowoomba North, the 
Darling Downs and the wider South West. 

On cost of living, the budget does not rely on one-off slogans. It puts real measures into the hands of families. The Back-to-
School Boost recognises that January and February are some of the hardest months in the household calendar. The Play On! 
vouchers recognise that children's sport is part of a healthy life and a connected community. Permanent 50-cent fares recognise 
that public transport affordability should not depend on the political cycle. 

That transport commitment is backed by $9 million over three years, co-funded with Toowoomba Regional Council, for new 
Toowoomba bus services. A growing city needs a growing transport network. More residents in our northern suburbs and growth 
communities need access to affordable public transport without being forced into the cost of a second car. It is also a practical 
step for students, pensioners, shift workers and families who rely on buses to reach school, work, medical appointments and 
local services. 

Housing is also a central part of this budget. Extending the $30,000 First Home Owner Grant for four years, abolishing stamp 
duty on new homes for first buyers and unlocking land at Highfields through the Residential Activation Fund all point in the same 
direction: more supply, more opportunity and more practical support for people trying to enter the market. The Residential 
Activation Fund is especially important in the Highfields growth corridor, where population growth must be matched by land 
release, infrastructure and sensible planning. 

The budget also protects household health costs by locking in the removal of the Patients' Tax. This measure saves 
Queenslanders more than $100 million a year and protects access to bulk-billed GP services. It is good health policy and good 
cost-of-living policy because it keeps pressure off families and helps people seek care earlier. 

COMMUNITY SAFETY, YOUTH JUSTICE AND CHILD PROTECTION 

This budget also recognises that safety requires both consequences and prevention. Adult Crime, Adult Time has already seen 
victim numbers fall 7.2 per cent in the first year. The budget keeps the pressure on by investing in more frontline police 
recruitment, more facilities and better support for the officers who serve our communities. It also invests in youth rehabilitation, 
because community safety is strengthened when young people are stopped from reoffending. 
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The $225 million Staying on Track program provides 12 months of intensive rehabilitation support for young people leaving 
detention. That matters because the community needs more than a short-term response. It needs structure, supervision and a 
genuine pathway that reduces the chance of further offending. 

Circuit Breaker Sentencing, funded with $80 million, gives courts a new option for dangerous repeat youth offenders. It is a 
remote, court-ordered rehabilitation program that is tougher than ordinary community-based programs but still focused on 
breaking the cycle of crime. For communities like ours, that balance matters: firm consequences, real rehabilitation and long-
term community protection. 

The budget also delivers major reform in child safety. The new Queensland Protection Commission will spearhead 
implementation of the In Plain Sight recommendations, backed by $250 million over four years and $200 million in 2026-27 for 
Commission of Inquiry recommendations. Every child in Toowoomba North deserves to be safe, and this investment is about 
rebuilding a system that must protect the most vulnerable. 

I also want to acknowledge the continuing role of the Office of the Cross-Border Commissioner. I had the pleasure of seeing first-
hand during 2025 how important that role is for communities whose daily lives cross the Queensland-New South Wales border. 
Those communities face challenges that do not stop at a line on a map, and they deserve coordinated support. 

BUILDING QUEENSLAND'S FUTURE 

Building Queensland's future means building the infrastructure that lasts beyond one budget cycle. In Toowoomba, the Equestrian 
Centre of Excellence at the Toowoomba Showgrounds is progressing with planning and early works funded in 2026-27. This will 
end Queensland's reliance on Tamworth, New South Wales, for major equestrian competitions and give Toowoomba a 
permanent, world-class facility. This is the kind of 2032 Games legacy our community deserves: not temporary scaffolding, but 
enduring infrastructure that drives tourism, supports small business and puts Toowoomba on the national equestrian map. 

Water security is another foundation of our future. The Cressbrook Dam Safety Upgrade receives $54 million over three years, 
including $23.2 million in 2026-27. This upgrade will widen the spillway and raise the crest of Toowoomba's most vital drinking 
water asset. Cressbrook Dam is not optional infrastructure. It supplies drinking water to the Toowoomba urban area. 

That work is supported by the Toowoomba to Warwick Pipeline Stage 1, with $92.6 million in 2026-27 and a total project value 
of $223.1 million. Water security is existential for Toowoomba and the Darling Downs. Together, the dam upgrade and pipeline 
deliver a comprehensive water future for our city and region. 

The budget also provides $9 million for water treatment and supply works in satellite communities including Cambooya, 
Greenmount, Nobby and Clifton. Safe, clean drinking water should not depend on postcode, and this investment helps close a 
long-standing gap. 

Our schools also benefit. Highfields State School will receive a refurbishment of Block L amenities as part of the statewide 
Amenities Renewal Program. Across Toowoomba North, $970,088 is allocated for maintenance across 12 schools and $343,103 
for minor works across 12 schools in 2026-27. These investments may not always make headlines, but they matter to principals, 
teachers, students and parents. They keep schools safe, modern and fit for purpose. 

The UniSQ Tartan Track athletics centre advances to detailed design and planning. This is a significant step toward a world-
class athletics facility in Toowoomba that will serve local athletes and strengthen our city as a training and competition destination 
before, during and beyond the 2032 Brisbane Games. 

The Toowoomba Youth Foyer is funded in 2026-27. Young people experiencing homelessness need more than a bed. They 
need safety, stability, support and a pathway into education, training and work. The Youth Foyer delivers that structure and gives 
young people a genuine chance to build independent lives. 

Social housing is also addressed through real upgrades and new construction. This budget includes $2.473 million to upgrade 
existing social housing in the Toowoomba 317 area and $229,000 to construct new social housing, as well as $1.2 million for 
upgrades in Darling Downs Maranoa 307 and $327,000 for new construction. Across the Darling Downs, 635 social and 
community homes are under construction or contract as part of the commitment to 53,500 new social and affordable homes by 
2044. 

The Residential Activation Fund also invests more than $26 million across South West Queensland to fast-track water, sewer, 
stormwater drainage and road infrastructure in communities including Charleville, Thargomindah, St George, Quilpie and Roma. 
Housing growth in regional Queensland requires enabling infrastructure, and this budget delivers it. 

Our cultural assets are part of our future too. The Cobb and Co Museum continues to connect locals and visitors to the 
extraordinary regional history of the Darling Downs. Continued programming and exhibitions support cultural tourism, community 
pride and local economic activity. 

HEALTH SERVICES WHEN THEY ARE NEEDED 

In health, the new Toowoomba Hospital at Baillie Henderson will be supported by the new North Toowoomba zone substation, 
funded with $15.9 million in 2026-27, so the hospital has the power infrastructure it needs from day one. The replacement 
Ambulance Command Centre, the South West Operations Centre, will also support faster ambulance responses across the 
region. The hospital, the substation and the ambulance command capability together represent a generational investment in 
regional health services. 

Surgery Connect receives $297 million in 2026-27 to deliver 30,000 surgeries across Queensland. For Toowoomba, the point is 
simple: people should be treated closer to home where possible. Less travel means less stress for older patients, carers and 
families. 
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The Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme also increases the fuel rate to 45 cents per kilometre, the first increase in eight years and 
the highest rate in the nation. For many regional families, accessing specialist care means hours on the road. This increase, 
alongside faster reimbursements, puts real money back into household budgets. 

Healthy Kindy Kids provides free vision, hearing and speech development checks for children in kindergarten across Toowoomba 
North. Early identification can change a child's life, and this program gives families support before small developmental issues 
become entrenched educational barriers. 

A STRONGER REGIONAL ECONOMY 

Finally, this budget delivers better lifestyles through a stronger economy. The Energy Roadmap Price Drop means households 
on the Ergon network will see power bills reduced by about 7 per cent and small businesses by about 8 per cent as lower 
wholesale prices are passed through. In the first year of Labor's Energy and Jobs Plan, regional power prices rose 29 per cent. 
In the first year of our Energy Roadmap, they dropped 6.9 per cent. That is a structural difference for households and small 
businesses. 

The Toowoomba Manufacturing Hub continues with $10 million. It will attract investment, build skills, strengthen local supply 
chains and create long-term jobs in agriculture, mining services, defence and advanced manufacturing. Toowoomba 
manufacturers were proudly showcased at Australian Manufacturing Week, where more than 7,000 attendees saw Queensland 
capability on the national and international stage. This hub will help make Toowoomba a leading inland manufacturing centre, 
connecting local firms with skilled workers, research capability and the supply chains needed to win more work. 

Energy infrastructure is also keeping pace with growth. The North Toowoomba zone substation and the continuing Kleinton 
substation will support Highfields, Meringandan, Kleinton and surrounding communities. Reliable power is essential for families, 
businesses, schools, health services and future development. 

The Brigalow Gas Peaking Plant, with $78.6 million in 2026-27, will deliver 400 megawatts of reliable, dispatchable power in the 
Darling Downs. It is practical energy policy that backs farmers, manufacturers and businesses with the reliability they need. 

The Queensland Fuel Security Plan also invests $19 million over two years to fast-track the Taroom Trough Development Plan, 
build refining capability and boost fuel storage on Queensland soil. Queensland is the nation's largest user of diesel, and recent 
global instability has shown why sovereign fuel capability matters. 

This is a budget that understands Toowoomba North. It delivers relief for families, safety for communities, health care closer to 
home, the infrastructure our growing city needs and an economy that supports good local jobs. I commend the bills to the House. 

Mr BOOTHMAN (Theodore—LNP) (7.32 pm): I rise to contribute to the cognate debate on the 
second budget delivered by the Crisafulli government—a budget that has listened to Queenslanders, a 
budget that deals with the needs of Queenslanders today. It is a budget that those opposite, deep down, 
love. They may not admit it, but they love it. Throughout all of today and yesterday they have been 
lamenting their inaction and wastefulness over the past 10 years—their decade in power where they 
did nothing.  

This budget delivers for my electorate of Theodore, the northern Gold Coast. It is a wonderful 
budget which will deliver on the Hospital Rescue Plan and our health system, getting our hospitals back 
on track, including the Coomera Hospital, a critically important hospital in our region. We are building 
the hospital the region needs, not the half-baked hospital the Labor Party promised. We will build a 
hospital that the community needs to accommodate the growth of the northern Gold Coast. It is critically 
important that we stick to these plans because the northern Gold Coast is one of the fastest growing 
regions in the country.  

Our local schools will see a big windfall from this budget. Coomera State School will see 
enhancements to its outdoor learning and play area—a beautiful little piece of infrastructure that will be 
great for this school which has been begging for some revitalisation. We will deliver the outdoor learning 
centre that Helensvale State School has been seeking for such a long time. Parklake State School will 
finally have air-conditioning installed in their school hall. Anybody who goes to that school knows that 
we do not get sea breezes, as former minister for education Kate Jones once said. It is very hot out the 
back of the Gold Coast.  

Upper Coomera State College’s STEM program is leading in this state. The budget will see a 
major investment in its program that will put Upper Coomera State College on the map and will 
showcase what we can do in STEM programs in our local schools. These investments will build on the 
educational outcomes our local schoolkids and students deserve and which the school is passionate 
about. Naomi who works at the school is over the moon because this is something the school has been 
asking for over such a long time, to make this school stand out from other schools. I thank the school 
community for getting behind this project and giving us the wings to make it happen. This would never 
happen without the Crisafulli government putting the money forward and delivering these types of 
projects for our community.  
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We are giving the Pacific Pines AFL Club a million dollars to upgrade their facilities to attract 
more female players as the club continues to grow strongly. The Coomera Colts Soccer Club will benefit 
from our investment into a new clubhouse canteen—something they have been asking for so that they 
can sell food on their game days and make money for their club.  

When those opposite were in government, they did not care about the northern Gold Coast. I 
want to highlight to the member for Gaven that we are investing $2 million towards the upgrade of the 
Binstead Way intersection. Anyone who lives in that area will know that Binstead Way is a major 
bottleneck. The Crisafulli government is putting money on the table to get the planning underway so we 
can find a solution to this issue. As I say, everybody across the whole region knows that Binstead Way 
is a traffic quagmire in both the morning and the afternoon, and it desperately needs fixing.  

The Oxenford Men’s Shed has fought hard for 10 years for funding for a replacement shed—a 
new home. Les, Graham, Keith and the crew down there have been so patient. The Crisafulli 
government is putting a million dollars on the table to get this project up and running. Council is ready 
to start building. All of the design work is done. It is not only the men who have wanted this but also the 
ladies as they host a ladies day there, too. It is a great idea bringing the ladies into the shed. In the very 
near future, the Oxenford Men’s Shed will be building a new fit-for-purpose shed for the benefit of 
generations to come. The Crisafulli government is delivering for the northern Gold Coast.  

Hon. DF CRISAFULLI (Broadwater—LNP) (Premier and Minister for Veterans) (7.38 pm): I wish 
to start my contribution to the 2026-27 budget by thanking the honourable the Treasurer for his work 
and diligence, as well as the Minister for Finance and the Deputy Premier, who join me on CBRC. I 
thank all of the ministers, all of the committee chairs and indeed every single member of this House 
who has taken the time to take their case forward in advocating for their communities which is, in the 
end, why we are all here. Thank you very much to everybody.  

I also want to thank Treasury staff and the staff right across the Public Service—those public 
servants who will implement the vision that comes from these documents, who will implement the 
policies and who will be there on the front line and at back of house providing the services that a growing 
state needs, a state whose best days still lie ahead. This budget strengthens the foundations that we 
spoke about for the fresh start. It funds what we said we would do. It focuses on health, housing, crime, 
cost of living and building infrastructure in Queensland again.  

This House has heard me speak about what it means across the board, but I thought in my 
contribution tonight I would pick up on some reflections of what it means to the many people in this 
House and who have spoken favourably about what it means for their communities. I think about the 
$7 billion for restoring safety where you live and what it means to the member for Barron River, who 
will get her $19.3 million upgrade for the Cairns courthouse. I think about the member for Thuringowa, 
who will continue to advocate for the Kirwan Police Station to be taken to the next level and for it to 
have a training hub as well as service a growing number of officers who are being called to serve in the 
Townsville region.  

The member for Maryborough has secured an upgrade to the Maryborough courthouse—an 
important facility in his electorate. The member for Burnett will get the long-awaited police station 
upgrade, and I am mindful of how hard he has fought for that. The member for Mulgrave has ensured 
the magnificent community of Edmonton will get the upgrade to the police they need. The member for 
Coomera is a long-time supporter of Esuarve—an organisation that has done so much for his 
community—and I commend him and them on the partnership that has been done.  

The member for Nicklin—and I had the opportunity this week to comment on some of the things 
in the budget for the electorate of Nicklin—has the Parent Pathways program in Nambour. The member 
for Oodgeroo will see anti-hooning CCTV in her electorate. The members for Hervey Bay and Nanango 
will share something in common: a fire station that is fit for purpose in each of their areas. We had the 
great opportunity and pleasure of spending some time with the member for Nanango at community 
cabinet, and it is safe to say that her electorate has done quite well in the last 18 months. To the member 
for Hervey Bay: you ran a magnificent campaign. You took up the fight really hard, and I do not think 
there was anyone who visited your electorate who did not visit the fire station. Congratulations to you. 
The member for Keppel will have the Bondoola and Wartburg rural fire brigade stations replaced.  

I think of easier access for health services. What does it mean to the community of Scenic Rim? 
A CT scanner for Beaudesert Hospital will make a difference. In Mackay $18.5 million will go to the 
Mackay community mental health centre, and I thank the honourable member for his advocacy. In the 
Burdekin, Ayr will get its long-awaited CT scanner—long may it continue. In Cooktown, there is a vision 
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for the services and health facilities that the proud community deserves. We heard the member for 
Toowoomba North talk about the hospital and what it will mean to have facilities on one campus. It is 
being built and we are seeing a lot of productivity there. In Mundingburra there will be a new step-up 
step-down facility. In Southport there will be an MRI machine and a CT scanner at the Southport Health 
Precinct.  

I think about what planning does for communities. Port Hinchinbrook sat there. There were so 
many promises, but nothing happened. Now it is happening. The member campaigned on it and it is 
being delivered. Water and energy are so important. There is a dam project in the Southern Downs—I 
cannot remember its name— 

A government member interjected.  
Mr CRISAFULLI: I take the interjection from the honourable member; that will be one of many. In 

Mirani, there will be upgrades to the Stanwell Power Station.  
To transport: what does light rail to Harbour Town mean for the member for Bonney? He spoke 

about it the first time he rose to his feet in this place and even identified where the stations would go. 
The member for Burleigh listened to his community, and we are delivering the GC Surfer where they 
want it, when they want it and with regular frequency—the kind of service that will not rip the heart and 
soul out of his community. 

The member for Clayfield will see the Albion train station upgraded and other opportunities there. 
The member for Whitsunday gets the Mackay-Bucasia Road. The member for Pumicestone has 
campaigned so hard for the Bribie Island bridge, and there is an exciting announcement coming on 
that. The member for Buderim has been advocating for the Mooloolah River Interchange. There was 
no ‘overrun overlord’ plan on this one—they got rid of it. It was a short-changer.  

The member for Moggill will see the Kenmore roundabout take the next step towards realisation 
with the detailed planning that is underway. The member for Glass House spoke of the D’Aguilar 
Highway safety upgrades. The member for Redlands spoke about the Cleveland-Redland Bay Road 
upgrades. The member for Capalaba spoke about a number of things, including the intersection 
upgrade on Moreton Bay Road. The member for Warrego pointed to Country Roads Connect and what 
it means for the sealing of roads at her place. The member for Callide spoke about the Mundubbera-
Durong Road widening.  

To schools: the member for Mermaid Beach gets upgrades for both Broadbeach and Miami state 
schools. The member for Chatsworth has secured $10 million for a new A-block at Belmont State 
School. In Caloundra education is a big feature—and so it should be because the member is a former 
teacher. There will be a new primary school in Caloundra South and a new TAFE centre of excellence. 
In Gympie there will be upgrades for James Nash State High School. I had the great pleasure of meeting 
one of the school leaders at the forum for young students that the honourable education minister ran.  

What does housing mean? It means a 40-bed youth foyer for Rockhampton—their member has 
had a long career helping people in this space. Redcliffe will get a new youth foyer, which the 
honourable member has spoken about. Toowoomba South will get 40 apartments at the youth foyer in 
Harristown. In Gregory there will be homes for frontline workers to allow them to move to places like 
Longreach and Blackall.  

To sporting clubs: there will be a new clubhouse for Currimundi United Football Club in Kawana. 
In Everton there will be upgrades to the Everton Park Junior Rugby Club and Mitchelton sports club. In 
Ninderry there will be $5 million for a multipurpose sporting facility for Coolum Beach Breakers’ junior 
AFL. In Theodore council has the money for the Oxenford Men’s Shed, and now they are going to get 
on with the job of building it. Mr Speaker, you spoke of the Equestrian Centre of Excellence in 
Condamine and what it means to the people you represent.  

In Lockyer they get $1.85 million for the Forest Hill silo trail tourism project. Maroochydore gets 
$800,000 for the Mudjimba Island Protection Package. The Currumbin Eco-Parkland was championed 
for by the honourable member. In Townsville there is an opportunity for real jobs with a real industry 
with the Palm Island tourism master plan—well done for taking up the fight. In Mudgeeraba the Purling 
Brook Falls circuit upgrade featured heavily. Surfers Paradise will get a new marine wildlife hospital at 
Sea World.  

I turn to my electorate of Broadwater. I acknowledge the Gold Coast Transport Plan and what it 
will mean to the people I represent. It is road. It is rail. It is public transport. Above all, it is recognition 
for a part of the state that did not get a lot from the former government. That is why this plan is so 
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important. It is about generational infrastructure. It will fund the duplication of the Jabiru Island bridge—
a project that was in the forwards once upon a time and then removed. That will now be delivered, and 
I thank the honourable member.  

I think of the Coomera Hospital, which was going to have 400 beds. It will now have 600 beds. 
That is what is needed for that growing corridor. We will have the Paradise Point boat ramp finalised, 
and the money is there to clear the derelict boats that have tarnished the Broadwater for so long.  

I want to reflect briefly on some of the comments from those opposite. I will not do so for long, 
but I make the observation that there was little self-reflection or acceptance of responsibility for the 
challenges we are seeking to overcome. Ideas that now are so urgent caused no case for justification 
to be spoken about for the last 10 years. There was no recognition that there are no new or increased 
taxes. There was not a single commendation or a single comment against Canberra’s decision to do 
the opposite in their budget of what we have done. They had little aspiration for the future.  

Here goes: to the people of this state, you should be proud of where you are and what you do. I 
think about a vision for agriculture: a $30 billion industry by 2030, and it is being funded to deliver that. 
I think of the tourism industry that has driven opportunities in this great state—that has been unshackled 
and we are seeing the results. This state will be the events capital of the country, and it is coming soon. 
There is more good news to come in the days ahead on the back of the work of the minister.  

I think about housing and the fundamental right for somebody who goes to work and works hard 
to be able to one day afford a home. I think about the vulnerable who have not had a big chance to 
have a roof over their head unless they were part of the lucky lottery draw of being one of the 509 
houses each year that was delivered. I think about infrastructure that is needed for the state when 
governments would do deals with Canberra to cancel projects and they would find reasons to justify 
funnelling money to their mates in the CFMEU rather than to people to construct it.  

I think about a water plan. What does that mean for the people we represent who want the 
opportunity to grow things? What does it mean to people who want the opportunity to know they can 
invest in industries and have the supply? On the back of this budget, this state will effectively be 
delivering a dam that would be in the top 10 in this state just on the back of investing in maintenance, 
plus a plan to build another one. That would never have happened if the government had not changed.  

This budget is about strengthening those foundations, but it is about Queenslanders. Whilst one 
side may choose to try to rewrite history and not accept responsibility for the mess we are in, there is 
another team—and it is the team who wants to be there to serve; to be there to listen; to respond 
accordingly; to have solutions for the youth crime, health, housing and cost-of-living crises we inherited; 
to build infrastructure that is generational; and to deliver a budget that continues to deliver for a state 
whose best days lie ahead.  

Hon. DC JANETZKI (Toowoomba South—LNP) (Treasurer, Minister for Energy and Minister for 
Home Ownership) (7.50 pm), in reply: It is a privilege to stand here tonight to wrap up the debate on 
the Crisafulli government’s second budget—a budget which strengthens the foundations for a fresh 
start that we laid down in our budget. I am going for 30 minutes, folks, so you can go if you need to. 
Don’t worry, because I am going to take 30. Those others may not want to hear it all. You can stay if 
you want to. They can listen up in their offices because I have a fair bit to say in reply to the budget 
debate tonight.  

I am going to thank members on this side of the House for their contributions. Before I get on a 
roll running through the downsides of those opposite, I want to say a few thankyous. The Premier has 
touched on a number of those thankyous, but I want to say thank you to all of those people in 
Queensland Treasury who made a contribution to the budget process. It can be said that budgets just 
do not happen. From the detailed briefing information to support CBRC deliberations through to the 
careful preparation of the suite of budget papers, the state budget is a significant undertaking. To the 
men and women in Queensland Treasury: thank you for your professionalism, for your frank and 
fearless advice and for the long days, nights and weekends of hard work it took to deliver this budget. 
I also want to thank the Premier, the Deputy Premier and the Minister for Finance for their contributions 
during the budget process, and I thank all of my ministerial colleagues for their professionalism and 
hard work, too, as we pulled this budget together.  

Our second budget is strengthening the foundations for the fresh start that Queenslanders voted 
for. We are delivering on our commitments and we are doing our bit to help Queenslanders through 
tough times—the national affordability crisis. We are making responsible decisions now and for the 
future. We are lowering debt and improving deficits with a surplus, and it is another ‘no new or increased 
taxes’ budget.  
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This inept opposition, who I am now turning my attention to, does not do the work. They do not 
do the work. In fact, in budget week I did not receive a single budget related question from the member 
for Waterford—not a single question relating to the budget itself.  

Ms Fentiman: So today’s question was not about the budget?  
Mr JANETZKI: I will have a lot more to say about power prices tonight in my role as energy 

minister. I also note that the member for Waterford alleged, ‘The operating surplus at the end of the 
forwards is delivered by pushing out capital expenditure.’ After 31 CBRC meetings, the member for 
Waterford still does not understand the difference between capex and opex—still does not understand 
it. Instead, the shadow treasurer has to resort to cherrypicked little comments from stakeholders and 
social media platforms. That is the best the member for Waterford could do.  

The member for Waterford also showed other ways that she does not do the work and does not 
get her homework done in time for the budget. It is not just that she does not understand that operating 
surplus at the end of the forwards and does not understand that deferring capital projects does not get 
her towards an operating surplus. She does not get it—it is 101. When she does not have the security 
blanket of ministerial and departmental staff, they are just not up to the job.  

I heard the Manager of Opposition Business talk about Darren. Darren, don’t go! I think the 
member for Waterford needs more help than ever before, because performative nonsense and no 
substance is all we ever get from the member for Waterford. In budget week that really becomes 
glaringly obvious. There is nowhere to hide in budget week. The member for Waterford is all 
performance and no substance.  

I can think of no better example of the performative approach of the member for Waterford than 
what she had to say about the Women’s Economic Security Statement. It is not only superficial and it 
is not only performative; it is a massive own goal—the kind she might have been stopped from making 
if she still had all the ministerial staff and departmental staff to tell her, ‘Don’t say that, member for 
Waterford. That’s wrong.’  

Let me turn to the Women’s Economic Security Statement. In the member’s contribution she 
never actually talked about the substance of the women’s economic statement. The member for 
Waterford just talked about how many pages there were. Let’s go to the record book of the Women’s 
Economic Statement. What did the Women’s Economic Statement look like when the member for 
Waterford was the women’s minister for seven of 10 years? She complained that ours was four pages, 
but in 2018-19 it was four pages; in 2019-20 it was four pages; and in 2022-23 it was four pages. I am 
not exactly sure what the member for Waterford is talking about. Do you know what, Mr Speaker? In 
2020 there was no women’s economic statement! There was no women’s economic statement from 
the member for Waterford in 2020.  

Then we have the shadow energy minister, who got two-thirds of the way through his contribution 
before he actually talked about energy.  

A government member interjected.  
Mr JANETZKI: It is the member for Bundamba. Sometimes we might lose track of that. The 

member for Bundamba got two-thirds of the way through. By the time he got to energy I think his 
colleagues were wishing he had stuck to talking about Redbank Plains and his election, because it was 
another embarrassing display from this hapless shadow minister that showed how out of touch this 
opposition truly is. He called out our ongoing budget commitment to maintaining our state owned 
generators as a ‘blowout’. Lifting investment from $1.6 billion on our energy maintenance guarantee to 
$1.8 million is not a blowout; it is additional investment into safeguarding the energy future of our state, 
and that work will continue across the budget.  

We are providing certainty with five-year rolling up-front investments into our state owned assets. 
We are proud that in this budget this funding is increasing. I draw a sharp contrast to those opposite 
when they were in government. If we recall the Callide Power Station, in the five years previous to the 
explosion in 2021 they pulled out $500 million in dividends. That happened in the five years before the 
catastrophic explosion that took it offline for 1,200 days. It cost the taxpayer $38 million in legal fees 
and $10 million in an engineering report. 

Mr Nicholls: That they didn’t want anyone to see.  
Mr JANETZKI: I take the interjection from the honourable member. For years they fought to stop 

it from being revealed in the public space. That was their record; that is what they thought was a good 
idea. We are going to continue investing into our Electricity Maintenance Guarantee, and this budget 
delivers just that.  
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Where else did the member for Bundamba, the shadow energy minister, go? We established 
one thing in this budget process—that is, the member for Bundamba cannot read budget papers. In the 
last 24 hours we saw some of his efforts in relation to CopperString. He said there was only $1.1 billion 
in the budget. I am sorry, member for Bundamba, you are wrong: there is $3.2 billion. If you turn to 
table 7.8 on page 102 of Budget Paper No. 2, you might be able to read the budget papers properly.  

A government member interjected.  

Mr JANETZKI: I take the interjection from the honourable member. I think he needs to pay more 
attention. I never get any questions anymore. The only time he ever utters a peep in this House is when 
the ETU have wound him up to say something. Then he comes in and asks a question and talks about 
CopperString. He needs to pay more attention, do some more work and come up with some of his own 
ideas, because there was a record investment into CopperString this year of $3.2 billion. The 
honourable members for Townsville, Mundingburra, Thuringowa, Hinchinbrook and Burdekin know how 
important this project is. The member for Bundamba should stop scaring the people of North 
Queensland and North-West Queensland because it is going to be built. We show our commitment to 
it every year with a record investment into CopperString.  

The opposition scare campaign about the Public Service was disproved again when you bear in 
mind that, of our 8,693 additional FTE, 99.6 per cent of them were on the front line as compared to the 
opposition’s proportion of corporate workers at 6.5 per cent and 17 per cent. We are investing in the 
front line. When that was proven wrong the poor old member for Bundamba had to bring out their 
second favourite trope: asset sales and privatisation. That was their next thing about CopperString, but 
I do not know how they can make that case when a $3.2 billion investment is made.  

I will remind the member for Bundamba and those opposite that that is a transfer of an asset 
from public to private ownership. I guess the Labor Party would have known that when Labor sold 
Queensland Motorways, Abbot Point, Queensland Rail, Forestry Plantations Queensland, Sun Gas, 
the Port of Brisbane, Golden Casket, Allgas and Enertrade. I could go on. This is the hypocrisy of those 
opposite. Their fake scare campaigns have been disproved again, whether it is in relation to the Public 
Service or our government investing into publicly owned assets. We should never forget that at the 
back end of last year they wanted 46 per cent private ownership of existing energy generation in 
Queensland. We were not going to tolerate that. We wanted 100 per cent government ownership of 
existing operational generation assets in Queensland, and that was what our Energy Roadmap 
delivered. I thank my honourable colleague the finance minister for the work she is doing to help 
manage the budget process. We have seen the lowest budget to MYFER expense growth— 

Ms Bates interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Member for Mudgeeraba, you are not in your seat.  

Mr JANETZKI:—of 0.2 per cent and we have seen the best proportional rate of non-corporate 
frontline growth in a very long time. Contrast that with the work we have done with our savings plans 
and managing expense growth across the budget. When I think back to the member for Woodridge, 
what did he get up to? He talked about his $3 billion savings plan over four years, deleting social media 
accounts, printing annual reports in black and white with limited infographics and design elements. That 
was $3 billion over four years.  

A government member interjected.  

Mr JANETZKI: All kinds of things, honourable member. That is where he went. We are delivering 
real savings. We are managing expense growth, and I thank the honourable member for her efforts. 
During his contribution the member for Woodridge talked about Bravus. I would have thought that would 
be something he might keep quiet about because it was his deal. The only thing we did was make it 
better because we got more jobs for Queenslanders and more development in North Queensland. I 
would have thought the honourable member would have stayed pretty quiet about that, but he went on. 
He loves to talk about the footy and the Broncos.  

He was talking about the budget State of Origin with New South Wales and he gave the win to 
New South Wales. He does not believe in Queensland. I do not understand why the member for 
Woodridge hates Queensland, but he gave the win to New South Wales. We know why he gave the 
win to New South Wales: because on all debt metrics, New South Wales ranks worse than Queensland.  

A government member: Debt is a tool. 
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Mr JANETZKI: I take the interjection. For the member for Woodridge, debt is a tool. Higher debt 
on every metric is a winning formula for the member for Woodridge. It is what he does. It is what he left 
the budget with. It is no wonder he was so enamoured with New South Wales and their higher debt 
performance than Queensland’s.  

I am going to give the member for Woodridge a little bit more. In 2026-27 Queensland’s NFPS 
debt-to-revenue ratio dropped to 145 per cent. That is down from 159 per cent in last year’s budget. 
We always said that we would target budget improvements and we delivered again. In New South 
Wales the NFPS debt-to-revenue ratio for 2026-27 has jumped from 167 per cent to 177 per cent in 
this year’s budget. I note that in their market feedback Barrenjoey gave the State of Origin win to 
Queensland as well, noting that Queensland’s interest-to-revenue ratio and debt-to-revenue ratio 
remained below New South Wales for all of the forecast horizon. As we know, higher debt is always a 
winner for the member for Woodridge. That was his contribution.  

In the new member for Stafford’s first speech he really took up the ball hard as the heir to Jackie 
Trad. He talked about lifting gas royalties. When Jackie was treasurer she lifted gas royalties by 25 per 
cent, as I recall. It was great to hear the member for Stafford take up the ball and follow in Jackie’s 
footsteps. He did not understand that investment in the Electricity Maintenance Guarantee is an 
investment in Queensland’s future either.  

I will now make a number of comments in relation to the Leader of the Opposition, the member 
for Murrumba, and his contribution. I think it was the Deputy Premier and the housing minister this 
morning who turned to this—what is this? This is an issues paper. I reckon the honourable member for 
Murrumba could have just saved the trees. It appears that from the opposition we now have a paper to 
a paper that may inform a policy.  

Mr O’Connor: They got their green and white mixed up.  

Mr JANETZKI: Yes. I take the interjection from the housing minister. They got the papers around 
the wrong way. ChatGPT got it around the wrong way. They did the white paper first and then the green 
paper; they should have just saved the trees. This document makes me feel like the opposition is now 
more of a think tank than a political party.  

Mr Powell: A green paper. A white paper. 

Mr JANETZKI: It is green papers and white papers. We know that the member for Murrumba 
spent plenty of time with the Australia Institute; he is the honourable doctor. He did a big speech down 
there where he sold out Queensland’s interests, may I add. He sold out Queensland’s GST interests. 
He was more interested in other jurisdictions and their GST take than ours. I think his new think tank is 
the ‘Institute for Selective Memory’ or the ‘Institute for Misleading and Deceptive Comments’ or 
something like that. That is where we are at with their policy. The most amazing thing about their 
document is how much they relied on the Crisafulli government’s Queensland Productivity Commission. 
Wasn’t that something!  

Mr O’Connor: Except the BPIC. 

Mr JANETZKI: I am coming to that. I do not know whether ChatGPT did not pick this up, but there 
are a lot of references in here to the Queensland Productivity Commission. When those opposite were 
in government, they starved the Productivity Commission of its purpose and then they abolished it. 
When we reintroduced it, they voted against it. They opposed it. In fact, I am not sure if the member for 
Waterford has caught up with her leader’s speech or this policy, but she actually said that the 
Queensland Productivity Commission would be an LNP think tank. It now appears that the LNP think 
tank is driving the ALP’s policy direction. For that, member for Waterford, I thank you. It is excellent that 
you are closely reading the Queensland Productivity Commission report as you work your way through 
this important housing challenge. The ALP need to do that because their record on housing was so 
abysmal. The opposition never mentioned BPIC in this issues paper. The abolition of BPIC has driven 
productivity and driven more growth into the Queensland economy. We know the green shoots are at 
1.37 per cent.  

We know about their housing record. They had a $2 billion Housing Investment Fund that never 
built a home. There was $2 million at Griffith that never built anything. There were 509 social homes, 
on average, across the decade. In contrast, our announcement last week was $5.7 billion into social 
and community housing which will support the delivery of 6,500 homes that are already underway. That 
is the kind of investment we are making into housing. We are doubling the Residential Activation Fund 
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this round to drive more supply after they had seen lot and building approvals go down 29 per cent and 
36 per cent in their decade. We are driving productivity and we are driving supply, with more than 
98,000 lots. We will not be stopping.  

I want to make some comments this evening on the Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in 
Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 because we will be voting on that bill. These 
amendments are important because they implement the 2026-27 state budget measures and lock in 
law the Crisafulli government’s commitment to provide ongoing cost-of-living relief. A policy measure 
of the 2026-27 budget is the focusing of transfer duty home concessions to Australian citizens, 
permanent residents and specified foreign retirees. The bill amends the Duties Act to give effect to the 
changes to transfer duty home concession eligibility from 1 August. We have also further extended the 
first home owner grant boost of $30,000. I announced last year that we would continue the first home 
owner grant boost of $30,000 and we have locked it in across the budget.  

We are amending the Payroll Tax Act to extend the rebate for wages of apprentices and trainees. 
That is an excellent extension. We need more skilled workers and the member for Mudgeeraba is 
delivering them. This will provide a continued, additional payroll tax rebate for businesses employing 
trainees and apprentices. We will be making amendments to the Transport Operations (Passenger 
Transport) Act— 

Mr Mickelberg: The correctly drafted ones. 
Mr JANETZKI: Yes, the correctly drafted ones. I take the interjection from the transport minister. 

Those opposite can never get it right. They do not do the work. They do not work hard enough. They 
are not paying attention. We will do their homework for them.  

Enshrining 50-cent fares into legislation will secure cost-of-living support for communities right 
across the state. We never want to run the risk again of those opposite not funding 50-cent fares. We 
do not want to run that risk. In their last budget, more was spent on advertising 50-cent fares than was 
actually inside their budget so we are never going to let them get away with it again. We are going to 
achieve that by legislating it to make sure they will always properly fund 50-cent fares. We will never let 
them get away with it again.  

I want to talk about my electorate for a couple of minutes. The Premier did a wonderful job of it, 
as did the member for Toowoomba North. I want to make a couple of comments about this budget and 
what it means for my home town and the region I love so much. Mr Speaker, the Toowoomba 
Equestrian Centre is in your electorate. Design work is progressing and important work is being done 
there. We are delivering venues across the state to bring confidence back about the games after those 
opposite lost over 1,000 days. The Toowoomba Equestrian Centre is such an exciting opportunity for 
our region.  

We are continuing the building of our hospital, with stage 1 to be completed. I thank the health 
minister for that hard work. To see that construction coming out of the ground is quite something to 
behold. I thank the health minister for his leadership in delivering that. I want to thank the transport 
minister for funding the Back Creek Bridge—and I know the member for Nanango feels exactly the 
same as I do. That is the last single-lane bridge on the New England Highway in our state. I thank the 
honourable member for that important investment into productivity on the New England Highway on the 
way to Cooyar. We are building fire stations and we are investing in our police and our frontline services.  

Mr O’Connor: Youth foyers. 
Mr JANETZKI: We are investing in the Harristown youth foyer, and I thank the housing minister 

for that contribution. It is an important investment. We are investing in the Energy Roadmap with the 
overhaul of the Brigalow gas peaker at Kogan. We are investing in these assets that mean so much.  

The member for Toowoomba North spoke of the Residential Activation Fund and noted some 
funding that has already gone to Highfields. We need so much more investment out of the Residential 
Activation Fund to be driving supply into our region because it is a growing region that is important for 
our state’s future. I thank the water minister for the contribution towards Cressbrook Dam because that 
is an important investment in water security for our city and region.  

I will finish where I started. Our first budget laid the foundation for the fresh start that Queensland 
voted for, and this budget now strengthens it. We made it clear from the very beginning that we will be 
investing in strengthening the jobs and services that Queenslanders rely on. We have a record health 
investment, a record housing investment and a record policing investment. We have $7.2 billion for 
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Making Queensland Safer Laws. We have a record education investment for the Minister for Education 
of $23.1 billion. We are making these record investments into the front line because we believe in 
strengthening the front line. It is what we are absolutely committed to doing: investing in the front line. 

We are committed to doing our bit to support Queenslanders doing it tough in the national 
affordability crisis. That is why we have gone out with the biggest ever continual cost-of-living relief 
support for Queenslanders. We want it to be cost-of-living relief that people can rely on, not one-off 
election-eve bribes and hoaxes. We are not doing that.  

We are doing it with the 50 per cent extension to the Back to School Boost, fully funding Play On! 
vouchers, lifting the vulnerable household rebate again to $399—funding those measures that are 
necessary—and, importantly, driving down the structural cost of living with that Electricity Maintenance 
Guarantee, ensuring we are investing in that, and we are seeing that with the QCA and the AER driving 
down structural power prices across Queensland. That is important as we go through it.  

The other thing we are doing is we are Building Queensland’s future—$119.2 billion with 
$55.9 billion in transport and main roads. In terms of investments there is $2.3 billion for 22 schools in 
education. We are investing in the capital infrastructure that is necessary because our future is bright. 
This budget beds down this bright future as we build industries, build productivity and build capability 
in our economy. Our future is bright. Our first budget laid the foundations for this bright future and this 
budget strengthens them.  

Question put—That the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill and the Appropriation Bill be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  
Bills read a second time. 

Referral to Portfolio Committees  
Mr SPEAKER: In accordance with standing order 177, the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill and 

the Appropriation Bill stand referred to the portfolio committees.  

Second Reading 
Question put—That the Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation 

Amendment Bill be now read a second time. 
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a second time.  

Consideration in Detail  

Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 
Clause 1— 
Ms FENTIMAN (8.22 pm): I move amendment No. 1 circulated in my name— 

1. Clause 1 (Short title) 
Page 4, lines 4 and 5, ‘Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law’— 
omit, insert— 

Locking Labor’s 50 Cent Public Transport Fares in Law 

I table the explanatory notes to my amendments and a statement of compatibility with human 
rights.  
Tabled paper: Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill, explanatory notes to 
Hon. Fentiman’s amendments [1134]. 
Tabled paper: Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill, statement of compatibility 
with human rights contained in Hon. Fentiman’s amendments [1135]. 

I move these amendments because Queenslanders deserve some honesty.  
Government members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Order!  
Ms FENTIMAN: They are awake.  
Government members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: I have called for order. If you want to be here to vote I suggest you listen to me.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_202155
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1134
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1135
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_202155
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Ms FENTIMAN: They do deserve some honesty and I think we need to be honest about one 
thing: 50-cent fares were Labor’s idea.  

Government members interjected.  
Ms FENTIMAN: It does not matter how loud they want to interject. The fact is that 50-cent fares 

were Labor’s idea. We introduced them because we wanted to give Queenslanders cost-of-living relief. 
I have to say Queenslanders loved them. What happened? More people caught public transport, we 
got cars off our roads and families saved money. It was a policy that delivered and it became a signature 
policy to the point where Steven Miles walks down the street and people stop him and say, ‘Thanks for 
the 50-cent fares,’ because he is the 50-cent fares guy. This government did not come up with this 
policy. They copied this policy. They copied Labor’s policy. This government is obsessed with us and 
they are obsessed with our policies. If the LNP devoted as much attention to governing as they do to 
us, I think Queensland would be in much better shape.  

Let’s not forget what some of those opposite said at the time that Labor announced 50-cent fares, 
and I think the member for Chatsworth knows what is coming. Who could forget the member for 
Chatsworth, who called them a con? Yes, he did. Do honourable members all remember that from back 
then? He led the charge against them. Who could forget when the member for Pumicestone was left 
defending the LNP’s flip-flop on Facebook, telling her constituents that her earlier comments about 
50-cent fares were twisted once the LNP decided to copy Labor’s 50-cent fares? Now they do not have 
enough ideas for legislation. Not only did they copy our policy; they copied our laws as well. We are 
going to lock in the laws, Labor’s laws for 50-cent fares.  

These amendments to the title of the legislation are about giving credit where credit is due and 
having some honesty. Queenslanders know exactly who is responsible for 50-cent fares, and that is 
Steven Miles and Labor. Queenslanders know who fought for this policy and Labor has a strong legacy 
of delivering that cost-of-living relief. These amendments simply recognise fact—it is just fact. It is the 
truth: 50-cent fares are Labor’s policy. The bill should acknowledge that fact. Instead of trying to rewrite 
history, we should call it what it is: it is Labor’s locked-in 50-cent fares.  

Mr MICKELBERG: I rise to speak to the shadow treasurer’s amendment. Once again, we see 
them coming in here with amendments in relation to a bill—not substantive amendments, mind you. It 
is exactly as we saw last sitting where all they have is amendments to change the name of a bill because 
they do not actually have a policy platform or any capability— 

Mr O’Connor interjected.  
Mr MICKELBERG: I take that interjection. They have a discussion— 
Ms Fentiman interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Waterford, you just finished your contribution.  
Mr MICKELBERG: I take the interjection from the member for Bonney; they do have a discussion 

paper, a white paper, to talk about having a policy at some stage in 2028. It is a story as long as time 
itself. Those opposite had an opportunity to make 50-cent fares permanent when they were in 
government and they did not do it. The facts are very simple. In fact, their own explanatory notes 
identified that their six-month trial of 50-cent fares was their policy position. It is only this side of the 
House that has made 50-cent fares permanent.  

Mr Bailey interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Miller.  
Mr MICKELBERG: By funding it in the budget— 
Mr Bailey interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Miller.  
Mr MICKELBERG:—when those opposite never could— 
Mr Bailey interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Miller!  
Mr MICKELBERG: Those opposite spent more advertising— 
Mr Bailey interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Miller, I think I called you three times. You are warned. Take notice 

of the chair.  
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Mr MICKELBERG: Those opposite spent more on advertising 50-cent fares than they did on 
making it permanent in their budget. That is their record. They had an opportunity to make 50-cent fares 
permanent. They handed out multiple budgets over their decade of decline and they never made it 
permanent, and their own explanatory notes acknowledged that. It is only this side of the House that 
has taken steps to make it permanent, firstly, by funding it in the budget last year, right across the 
forwards. That is why it is permanent, and now we are locking it into law. Those opposite have 
demonstrated they are either incompetent or they want to wind it back so it only applies to buses. Their 
own legislation that they introduced in this House seeks to wind back 50-cent fares to only apply to 
buses. Either they are incompetent and they cannot draft legislation or they want to wind it back.  

I called on the Leader of the Opposition to clarify it. He did not mention it. He was silent on that. 
One can only take from that that they have a deliberate plan to wind it back.  

Mr O’Connor: It is in their bill. 
Mr MICKELBERG: It is in their own bill. They have written it there in black and white; they want it 

to only apply to buses. What about the trains? What about the ferries? What about the trams?  
Mr Mellish interjected.  
Mr MICKELBERG: I take the interjection from the member for Aspley. Maybe it was his 

incompetence. We know he cannot spell his own name.  
Mr SPEAKER: Comments will be directed through the chair.  
Mr MICKELBERG: Maybe the member for Aspley was that incompetent he could not draft the bill 

appropriately, or perhaps he does genuinely want to wind it back to only apply to buses and he wanted 
buses— 

Mr O’Connor: He wanted buses because it has a B. Bart Mellish—bus. 
Mr MICKELBERG: It rhymes with ‘Bellish’; I take that interjection. We know that those opposite 

have never genuinely been committed to any of the cost-of-living measures that they supposedly 
spouted before the last election, and the evidence is written there in black and white. They did not fund 
them. They were all short-term sugar hits designed to win an election. That is their record. Our record, 
by contrast, is that we have funded 50-cent fares over the forwards and now we are locking it into law 
with legislation so those opposite cannot enact their sneaky plan to wind it back just to buses. Those 
opposite should hang their heads in shame for trying to hoodwink Queenslanders into thinking that they 
are genuinely committed to that great LNP initiative in permanent 50-cent fares.  

I took great delight in reading the explanatory notes for their very thin amendments. I quite 
enjoyed the section where the now shadow treasurer—we all know what her leadership aspirations 
are—had to describe the current opposition leader as ‘the strong leadership of the Hon. Steven 
Miles MP’. The only bit missing there is the ‘Dr’. We know that the shadow treasurer has her eyes on 
the main job over there. She could not even bring herself to sit there for the budget reply. We know that 
she did not want to be in shot. That tells Queenslanders exactly what the game is: she is that ashamed 
of their policy-free desert of an ideas platform—a ChatGPT generated discussion paper with no 
substance whatsoever. In fact, anything— 

Ms Grace interjected. 
Mr MICKELBERG: I take the interjections from the member for McConnel, that CFMEU 

cheerleader—the one who opened the door for the CFMEU to run roughshod over Queensland 
business and on Queensland job sites. 

Ms GRACE: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. 
Mr MICKELBERG: That is their record. 
Ms GRACE: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! I was watching the microphones and the member for McConnel came up 

first. Member for McConnel, you have the call. 
Ms GRACE: I take offence and I ask that it be withdrawn. 
Mr JANETZKI: Mr Speaker— 
Mr SPEAKER: You have taken offence? 
Ms GRACE: Yes. I thought you had called me. 
Mr SPEAKER: Okay. The member has taken personal offence. I ask that you withdraw. 
Mr MICKELBERG: I withdraw. 
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Mr JANETZKI: Mr Speaker— 
Mr MELLISH: Mr Speaker— 
Mr JANETZKI: Mr Speaker— 
Mr MELLISH: Mr Speaker— 
Mr SPEAKER: Okay, and you are responding— 
Mr MELLISH: Mr Speaker, I am seeking the call. 
Mr SPEAKER: The Treasurer gets the right to respond— 
Mr MELLISH: I am seeking the call. 
Honourable members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: The minister has the right to respond to each speaker. 
Mr JANETZKI: I had a little bit to say about this in my reply speech, but I have to go there again, 

because in the interim, between completing the reply and listening to the member for Buderim, the 
transport and main roads minister, I was reflecting as well on the member for Waterford and her desire 
for facts. She wants facts on the table—the evidence on the table—because that is important in the 
democratic process. My view is that there is no more important document than a budget and what it 
says about your aspirations, about your promises. So I went to the very last budget that the former 
Labor government ever handed down. My colleagues may have seen me waving this around a little bit, 
and you know my lines. You know what I am going to say: they spent more advertising 50-cent fares 
on the back of the budget papers than they did putting it in the budget! Do you know what I am going 
to do today though, Mr Speaker? I am going to read from the budget papers—the member for 
Woodridge’s last budget. 

Government members interjected. 
Mr JANETZKI: Yes, you are right: they have lost interest already, because I do not think any of 

them have really ever looked at a budget paper, but let’s go to page 179 of Budget Paper 4. 
Ms Grace: This is embarrassing! 
Mr JANETZKI: I am going to take the interjection from the member for McConnel. 
Mr SPEAKER: Member for McConnel, and as long as it is relevant to the debate we are having, 

Treasurer? 
Mr JANETZKI: Yes. 
Ms Grace interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Member for McConnel, that is the last time I’ll caution you. 
Mr JANETZKI: I am going to take the interjection from the member for McConnel because it is 

embarrassing— 
Mr SPEAKER: Treasurer, you will direct your comments through the chair. 
Mr JANETZKI: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The member for McConnel is embarrassing herself 

because— 
Ms GRACE: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I take offence and I ask that that be withdrawn. 

I am not embarrassing anybody. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr JANETZKI: I withdraw. 
Mr SPEAKER: Thank you. 
Mr JANETZKI: Budget Paper 4 of the former Labor government talked about 50-cent fares. 
Ms FENTIMAN: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order on relevance. We are talking about a change 

in a title to the bill. 
Government members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! 
Dr ROWAN: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. My point of order is that the amendment that 

the shadow treasurer has put relates to the title of the bill and 50-cent fares and the Treasurer is 
addressing that element. 
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Opposition members interjected. 
Dr ROWAN: It is completely relevant. It is very relevant to the amendment as moved. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! I am hearing the point of order. Treasurer, you have the call and we are 

debating the amendment to clause 1. Come straight to that. 
Mr JANETZKI: Yes, 50-cent fares, Mr Speaker. The member for Waterford is alleging that those 

opposite always supported 50-cent fares and it was their idea and they delivered it. That is the allegation 
being made by the member for Waterford. Let’s go to the facts. Let’s look at Budget Paper 4 at page 
179 in the budget delivered by the member for Woodridge. Firstly, the headings, colleagues: it says 
‘Public transport temporary fare reduction’. That is the heading. That is their record. It was a ‘public 
transport temporary fare reduction’, and I am going to read the footnote now. The member for— 

Ms Fentiman interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Waterford! 
Mr JANETZKI: The member for Waterford alleges that it was their idea fully funded and delivered 

by their government. Okay, I am going to read the footnote now. It says— 
The government is implementing a temporary fare reduction across the South East Queensland public transport network and on 
contracted regional bus services for 6 months ... 

For six months! 
Honourable members interjected. 
Ms Fentiman interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Waterford, lower the pitch. Treasurer, you have the call. 
Mr JANETZKI: For six months! That was the temporary fare reduction that those opposite put into 

the budget. 
Government members interjected. 
Mr JANETZKI: Yes, and the only thing that might have stopped halfway through that six-month 

period was an election. Who could have possibly fathomed that there was an election just a couple of 
months after they made that promise? This revenue bill tonight will enshrine the Crisafulli government’s 
permanent 50-cent fares in law. 

Government members interjected. 
Mr MELLISH: How weak would your budget have to be when you spend half of your budget 

talking about Labor’s 50-cent fares? 
Mr Mickelberg interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Buderim, you are warned. 
Mr MELLISH: This transport minister talks a big game in the House while 10,000 train services 

have been reduced—have been cut—under his watch. For 52 days— 
Honourable members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Aspley, you are like everybody else—you are talking to the 

amendment? 
Mr MELLISH: Yes, talking to the amendments. Some people cannot catch a 50-cent fare at the 

moment because this minister cannot run a train—for 51 days, and he was too scared to meet with the 
unions for 15 of those days. He talks a big game in here but he will not even meet with people to fix the 
rail network out there in the real world. 

Mr SPEAKER: Member, you are talking about why this amendment needs to be implemented. 
Relevance, please. 

Mr MELLISH: Absolutely, Mr Speaker, and we are talking about 50-cent fares and those people 
who can catch Labor’s 50-cent fares and those people who cannot. There are plenty of people who 
cannot catch 50-cent fares at the moment because of this minister’s incompetence when we are talking 
about the transport network. Twice we tried to legislate this—twice we tried to pass it—and this 
government knocked it back and this government refused it, and now it is adopting our legislation and 
trying to claim 50-cent fares. It is utterly ridiculous. 

Mr Mickelberg interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Buderim! 
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Mr MELLISH: When we talk about this budget, this government has so few things to talk about 
that it has had to try and tack on claiming 50-cent fares. We have seen the billboards out there. We 
have seen the propaganda. We have seen the constant harking back to this that it has had to pass 
something in its budget to try to claim ownership of 50-cent fares. 

They have no policy agenda in transport. They have no policy agenda in this budget. The 
Treasurer is trying to distract from the rating downgrade that looks on the cards and which the federal 
Treasurer was forced to comment on in the last few days. This Treasurer has such a weak budget that 
he has had to tack on something about Labor’s 50-cent fares. He is utterly hopeless and he is utterly 
atrocious. 

Dr ROWAN: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order on relevance in relation to the amendment.  
Mr SPEAKER: If you could bring yourself back to the name change, that would be great.  
Mr O’Connor interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Bonney, you are also warned. You have interjected enough tonight.  
Mr MELLISH: This government is utterly obsessed with the naming of 50-cent fares; they are 

obsessed with trying to claim it as their own because they have nothing in this budget for everyday 
Queenslanders. There is nothing in this budget for people out in the community. This transport minister 
is presiding over a rail network that is failing. He is laughing about it. He thinks it is hilarious. Half his 
budget was out there in the media before it even dropped—his hidden cuts. If the best thing he has on 
me is a typo, then I am very happy with that.  

Mr JANETZKI: I thank the honourable member for Aspley for his contribution. It is important to 
respond because what we have seen from the Crisafulli government’s permanent 50-cent fares is an 
outstanding increase in productivity and an outstanding improvement in usage. Of course I want to 
reflect on the savings that the Crisafulli government’s permanent 50-cent fares have delivered to people 
across Queensland. Our generational investment in Queensland’s rail and road infrastructure—totalling 
$55.9 billion in critical infrastructure—is bearing fruit, giving Queenslanders a more frequent, 
accessible, reliable and affordable public transport network.  

The Crisafulli government’s permanent 50-cent fares have delivered over $600 million in savings 
to the hip pockets of Queenslanders. The former Labor government and the member for Murrumba left 
behind temporary relief, as it says at page 172 of the budget. That is what we got; that is their record. 
We have come in and delivered over $600 million in savings to the pockets of Queenslanders. That is 
280 million trips taken—it could even be more than that, member for Buderim—and patronage boosted 
by 23 per cent.  

The Crisafulli government’s permanent 50-cent fares are saving Queensland’s $600 million. We 
are seeing a lift in patronage of 23 per cent. They are delivering for Queensland. Tonight, let’s face it: 
at the end of a budget week, all those members opposite have is an issues paper generated by 
ChatGPT and a name change to a title of a bill. It is nearly two years in and that is literally all they 
have—a paper for a paper for an outcome that may or may not be taken up in 2028. On this side of the 
House, we are delivering 50-cent fares for Queenslanders and they are fully funded.  

Mr J KELLY: Where else would you rather be on a Friday night than sitting in the Queensland 
parliament debating the big issues? Where else would you rather be? Well, I am going to give you a list 
of where I would like to be tonight. I would like to be at the Cross Bar at Easts Leagues Club, at the 
Stones Corner Hotel— 

An opposition member interjected.  
Mr J KELLY: Suncorp would not be bad. I tell you, whenever I go to those places— 
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Greenslopes. You are here with the rest of us and you are going to 

speak to the amendment.  
Mr J KELLY: I am coming to the point that is relevant. Whenever I go to those places, there are 

always young people there. There is always one mug lair in amongst them and they see their local 
member and they go, ‘I’m going to go say g’day to him.’ They come over and the first question they 
always ask me is, ‘Do you know Steven Miles?’ and the second thing they say to me— 

Dr ROWAN: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I know this is the Labor opposition’s 
amendment, but if the member for Greenslopes could be relevant in any way to their own amendment 
that would be helpful.  

Mr SPEAKER: It is a fair point. Member for Greenslopes, could you speak to the amendment. 
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Mr J KELLY: The second question they ask me is, ‘He is the 50-cent fares guy, isn’t he?’ I am 
sorry, member for Buderim, no-one says, ‘Oh, do you know Brent Mickelberg?’ No-one has ever asked 
me that. Occasionally I have been to the Camp Hill Hotel— 

Mr SPEAKER: Member for Greenslopes, that sort of behaviour might go down at Stones Corner, 
but this is the Queensland parliament, so speak to the amendment. You have three minutes. 

Mr J KELLY: You would be very welcome to come to Stones Corner any time. I am sure I could 
raise your opinion of the ‘best corner in Queensland’, as I like to call it. It is important that we have 
accuracy in the naming of this bill; that is simply what this amendment is trying to do. If young people 
all over my electorate and in other parts of the state where I go can put thing together, then I am pretty 
sure the Queensland parliament can put this thing together. I want to rebut and refute some of the 
things that have been said by previous speakers about this being the only thing this amendment does. 
There is something else in this amendment that is extremely important and it should be extremely 
concerning to the people in this House. It should make everybody—if they are serious about what they 
are saying—vote in favour of this amendment. It would seem that the minister is reserving powers to 
be able to change this in future, without reference back to the Queensland parliament.  

Mr MICKELBERG: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. As you are aware, the member is 
speaking to clause 1 of the Labor opposition’s amendments, not any of the other clauses that they seek 
to amend. There are not many of them and there is not a whole lot of substance there, so my point of 
order is on relevance.  

Mr SPEAKER: Member for Greenslopes, you need to explain to me how you are being relevant 
because I am scratching my head a little bit, too.  

Mr J KELLY: We need to put forward a name for this bill that is accurate and reflects what the 
people of Queensland understand in relation to this bill. Clearly we have touched a nerve and I look 
forward to talking to that other point at the appropriate time, if I am given that opportunity. I am used to 
this government bringing amendments in without having the chance to speak on them. I am used to 
when we bring amendments in never being afforded the opportunity to speak. Who can forget when we 
tried to do something about pill testing and we heard about every fire truck in the electorate— 

Mr SPEAKER: Member for Greenslopes, you have the opportunity now. Will you speak to the 
amendment?  

Mr J KELLY: Thank you, I am taking that opportunity. Every single person in Queensland— 
An honourable member interjected.  
Mr J KELLY: That is right; I will take that interjection. Every single person in Queensland is able 

to put that together. They are able to put together the fact that the 50-cent fares, which were taken to 
the last election by the Labor Party, led by Steven Miles, was a signature policy and part of our platform, 
and they know who is responsible for it.  

We have an obligation to be accurate in this place. It is vitally important that we are accurate and 
we do not mislead the people of Queensland. This is a weak budget. It is telling that one of the key 
measures the Treasurer needs to rely on is policy that he has stolen from the Labor Party. Now they 
have to play weird semantic word games to make it their own. I can tell members that everybody in the 
Stones Corner Hotel, everybody at the Cross Bar at Easts and everybody at the Holland Park Hotel 
knows who is responsible for the 50-cent fares and no amount of puffery in this place will change that. 

Mr SPEAKER: The time for debate has expired.  
Division: Question put—That the amendment be agreed to. 

AYES, 36: 
ALP, 36—Asif, Bailey, Bourne, Boyd, Bush, Butcher, de Brenni, Dick, Enoch, Farmer, Fentiman, Furner, Grace, Healy, 

Howard, J. Kelly, King, Linard, Martin, McCallum, McMahon, McMillan, Mellish, Miles, Mullen, Nightingale, O’Shea, Pease, 
Power, Pugh, Richmond, Russo, Ryan, Scanlon, Smith, Whiting. 

NOES, 52: 
LNP, 52—Baillie, Barounis, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Camm, Chiesa, Crandon, Crisafulli, Dalton, Dillon, 

Doolan, Dooley, Field, Frecklington, Gerber, Hatcher, Head, Hutton, Hunt, B. James, T. James, Janetzki, G. Kelly, Kempton, 
Kirkland, Krause, Langbroek, Last, Leahy, Lee, Lister, Mander, Marr, McDonald, Mickelberg, Minnikin, Molhoek, Nicholls, 
O’Connor, Perrett, Poole, Powell, Purdie, Rowan, Simpson, Stevens, Stoker, Watts, Vorster, Young. 

Resolved in the negative. 
Non-government amendment (Ms Fentiman) negatived.  
Clause 1, as read, agreed to.  
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Mr SPEAKER: Under the provisions of the order agreed to by the House and the time limit for 
this stage of the bill having expired, I will now put all remaining questions necessary to complete the 
consideration of the bill, including clauses en bloc and any amendments to be moved by the minister in 
charge of the bill, without further amendment or debate. 

Question put—That clauses 2 to 28, as read, stand part of the bill.  

Motion agreed to. 

Clauses 2 to 28, as read, agreed to.  

Third Reading 
Question put—That the bill be now read a third time.  

Motion agreed to. 

Bill read a third time. 

Long Title 
Question put—That the long title of the bill be agreed to. 

Motion agreed to.  

COMMITTEES  

Estimates Hearings  
Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (Leader of the House) (8.56 pm): I move— 

That, notwithstanding anything contained in standing and sessional orders, the order for hearings and reporting program for each 
portfolio committee (estimates program 2026) and attachment 1 circulated in my name, be agreed to.  

1. For the consideration of the annual appropriation bills for 2026-27: 

(a) The portfolio committees to only hold hearings and take evidence on the areas of responsibility, on the dates and 
within the timeframes provided in attachment 1. 

(b) The Leader of the House, after consultation with the Speaker, if necessary, to issue a memorandum changing 
the days and times for each hearing in attachment 1; 

(c) Where a minister administers a number of distinct portfolio areas, matters relating to each portfolio area can only 
be raised during the hearing time specified for that portfolio in attachment 1.  

2. In accordance with standing order 177(5), each portfolio committee is to report to the House on the annual appropriation 
bills by Friday, 14 August 2026. 

____________ 

ATTACHMENT 1 PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE, AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY, DATES OF HEARING AND TIMEFRAMES  

GOVERNANCE, ENERGY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Monday 20 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY SPEAKER HEARING TIMES 

Legislative Assembly and 
Parliamentary Service 

Speaker 

 

[1.5 hours] 

PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE 

4:00pm—5:30pm 

 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_205628
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_205628


26 Jun 2026 Committees 2343 

 

  
 

GOVERNANCE, ENERGY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Tuesday 21 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Premier and Cabinet Veterans 

Premier and Minister for 
Veterans 

 

[4 hours] 

PREMIER 

9:00am—11:00am 

BREAK 

11:00am—11:15am 

PREMIER 

11:15am—12:45pm 

VETERANS 

12:45pm—1:15pm  

BREAK 

1:15pm—2:00pm 

Treasury, Energy and Home 
Ownership 

Treasurer, Minister for Energy 
and Minister for Home 
Ownership 

 

[4.5 hours] 

TREASURY  

2:00pm—4:30pm  

HOME OWNERSHIP 

4:30pm—5:00pm  

BREAK 

5:00pm—5:30pm 

ENERGY 

5:30pm—7:00pm  

 

GOVERNANCE, ENERGY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Wednesday 22 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Finance, Trade, Employment 
and Training 

Minister for Finance, Trade, 
Employment and Training 

 

[3 hours] 

FINANCE 

9:00am—10:00am 

TRADE 

10:00am—11:00am 

BREAK 

11:00am—11:15am 

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 

11:15am—12:15pm 

BREAK 

12:15pm—1:00pm 
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STATE DEVELOPMENT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND WORKS COMMITTEE 

Wednesday 22 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

State Development, 
Infrastructure, 
Planning and 
Industrial Relations 

Deputy Premier, Minister 
for State Development, 
Infrastructure and 
Planning, and Minister 
for Industrial Relations 

 

[4.5 hours] 

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 

1:00pm—3:00pm 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

3:00pm—4:00pm 

BREAK 

4:00pm—4:30pm 

PLANNING 

4:30pm—5:30pm 

STATE DEVELOPMENT 

5:30pm—6:00pm 

 

STATE DEVELOPMENT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND WORKS COMMITTEE 

Thursday 23 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Housing, Public Works and 
Youth 

Minister for Housing and Public 
Works and Minister for Youth 

 

[3.5 hours] 

HOUSING 

8:30am—10:30am 

BREAK 

10:30am—10:45am 

PUBLIC WORKS 

10:45am—11:45am 

YOUTH 

11:45am—12:15pm 

BREAK 

12:15pm—1:00pm 

Sport, Racing, Olympic and 
Paralympic Games 

Minister for Sport and Racing and 
Minister for the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games 

 

[3.5 hours] 

SPORT 

1:00pm—2:45pm 

BREAK 

2:45pm—3:00pm 

RACING 

3:00pm—3:30pm 

OLYMPICS AND PARALYMPICS 

3:30pm—4:45pm 

BREAK 

4:45pm—5:15pm 
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Transport and Main Roads 

Minister for Transport and Main 
Roads 

 

[4 hours] 

ALL PORTFOLIO 

(DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT AND MAIN 
ROADS) 

5:15pm—7:15pm 

BREAK 

7:15pm—7:30pm 

ALL PORTFOLIO 

(DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT AND MAIN 
ROADS, ASSOCIATED SCHEDULE 7 ENTITIES) 

7:30pm—9:30pm 

 

JUSTICE, INTEGRITY AND COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Friday 24 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Attorney-General, Justice and 
Integrity 

Attorney-General and Minister 
for Justice and Minister for 
Integrity 

 

[3 hours] 

ALL PORTFOLIO (DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
ASSOCIATED SCHEDULE 7 ENTITIES) 

9:00am—10:30am 

BREAK 

10:30am—10:45am 

ALL PORTFOLIO (DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE) 

10:45am—12:15pm 

BREAK 

12:15pm—1:00pm 

Police and Emergency Services 

Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services 

 

[3 hours] 

POLICE 

1:00pm—2:30pm 

BREAK 

2:30pm—2:45pm 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 

2:45pm—4:15pm 

BREAK 

4:15pm—4:45pm 

Youth Justice, Victim Support, 
Corrective Services 

Minister for Youth Justice and 
Victim Support and Minister for 
Corrective Services 

 

[3 hours] 

YOUTH JUSTICE AND VICTIM SUPPORT 

4:45pm—6:45pm 

BREAK 

6:45pm—7:00pm 

CORRECTIVE SERVICES 

7:00pm—8:00pm 
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HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT AND INNOVATION COMMITTEE 

Tuesday 28 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Health and Ambulance Services 

Minister for Health and 
Ambulance Services 

 

[4 hours] 

HEALTH (DEPARMENT OF HEALTH, ALL HHSs, 
HEALTH OMBUDSMAN) 

9:00am—10:30am 

BREAK 

10:30am—10:45am  

HEALTH (DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, ALL 
HHSs, QIMR, MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION, 
HEALTH AND WELLBEING QLD) 

10:45am—12:15pm 

BREAK 

12:15pm—12:30pm 

AMBULANCE SERVICES 

12:30pm—1:30pm 

BREAK 

1:30pm—2:15pm 

Environment, Tourism, Science 
and Innovation 

Minister for the Environment and 
Tourism and Minister for Science 
and Innovation 

 

[4.5 hours] 

TOURISM 

2:15pm—4:15pm 

BREAK 

4:15pm—4:30pm 

SCIENCE AND INNOVATION 

4:30pm—5:15pm 

BREAK 

5:15pm—5:30pm 

ENVIRONMENT 

5:30pm—7:15pm 

 

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

Wednesday 29 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Natural Resources and Mines 
and Manufacturing and Regional 
and Rural Development 

Minister for Natural Resources 
and Mines, Minister for 
Manufacturing and Minister for 
Regional and Rural Development 

 

[4 hours] 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND MINES 

9:00am—11:00am 

BREAK 

11:00am—11:15am 

MANUFACTURING AND REGIONAL AND 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

11:15am—1:15pm 

BREAK 

1:15pm—2:00pm 
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Primary Industries 

Minister for Primary Industries 

 

[3.5 hours] 

ALL PORTFOLIO 

2:00pm—3:45pm 

BREAK 

3:45pm—4:00pm 

ALL PORTFOLIO 

4:00pm—5:45pm 

 

EDUCATION, ARTS AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

Thursday 30 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Education and Arts 

Minister for Education and the 
Arts 

 

[3.25 hours] 

EDUCATION 

9:00am—11:30am 

BREAK 

11:30am—11:45am 

ARTS 

11:45am—12:30pm 

BREAK 

12:30pm—1:15pm 

Women and Women’s Economic 
Security, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Partnerships and 
Multiculturalism 

Minister for Women and 
Women’s Economic Security, 
Minister for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Partnerships and 
Minister for Multiculturalism 

 

[3.5 hours] 

MULTICULTURALISM 

1:15pm—2:15pm 

BREAK 

2:15pm—2:45pm 

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER 
PARTNERSHIPS 

2:45pm—4:15pm 

WOMEN AND WOMEN’S ECONOMIC SECURITY 

4:15pm—5:15pm 

BREAK 

5:15pm—5:45pm 

Families, Seniors, Disability 
Services, Child Safety and 
Prevention of Domestic and 
Family Violence 

Minister for Families, Seniors and 
Disability Services and Minister 
for Child Safety and the 
Prevention of Domestic and 
Family Violence 

 

[3 hours] 

CHILD SAFETY 

5:45pm—6:45pm 

BREAK 

6:45pm—7:00pm 

FAMILIES, SENIORS AND DISABILITY 
SERVICES 

7:00pm—8:00pm 

PREVENTION OF DOMESTIC AND FAMILY 
VIOLENCE 

8:00pm—9:00pm 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT, SMALL BUSINESS AND CUSTOMER SERVICE COMMITTEE 

Friday 31 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Customer Services, Open Data, 
Small and Family Business 

Minister for Customer Services 
and Open Data and Minister for 
Small and Family Business 

 

[3 hours] 

SMALL AND FAMILY BUSINESS 

9:00am—11:00am 

BREAK 

11:00am—11:15am 

CUSTOMER SERVICES AND OPEN DATA 

11:15am—12:15pm 

BREAK 

12:15pm—1:00pm 

Local Government, Water, Fire, 
Disaster Recovery and 
Volunteers 

Minister for Local Government 
and Water and Minister for Fire, 
Disaster Recovery and 
Volunteers 

 

[4 hours] 

DISASTER RECOVERY AND VOLUNTEERS 

1:00pm—2:00pm 

FIRE 

2:00pm—3:00pm 

BREAK 

3:00pm—3:15pm 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

3:15pm—4:15pm 

WATER 

4:15pm—5:15pm 

 

I rise to move this motion relating to the timetable for the 2026 budget estimates hearings. With 
the passage of the Crisafulli Liberal National Party state government’s second state budget, the House 
now turns to the next important stage of the parliamentary budget process: the detailed examination of 
the annual appropriation bills through the estimates hearings.  

The estimates process is one of the parliament’s most important accountability mechanisms. It 
provides members with the opportunity to scrutinise proposed expenditure, examine government 
performance and question ministers on the delivery of government policy and services. It is a process 
that goes to the heart of parliamentary accountability and transparency.  

The motion before the House is a straightforward one. It establishes the timetable under which 
the portfolio committees will conduct this year’s estimates hearings and provides for each committee to 
report to the House by Friday, 14 August 2026 in accordance with standing order 177(5). Importantly, 
this motion is confined to the timetable for this year’s estimates hearings. Unlike last year, it does not 
propose any amendments to the standing orders; nor does it make any changes to schedule 7. Those 
important reforms passed by the Queensland parliament last year remain in place and continue to 
govern the conduct of estimates hearings. This motion simply gives practical effect to those 
arrangements by setting the timetable for the 2026 estimates process.  

As members will see from the timetable, this motion preserves the enhanced scrutiny that was 
established and implemented by the Crisafulli Liberal National Party state government last year. Every 
minister, along with the Speaker and the Clerk, retains exactly the same allocation of examination time 
as in 2025. The overall hours of estimates hearings remain unchanged.  

Queenslanders will once again benefit from the additional day of estimates and additional four 
hours of questioning that was introduced by the government in 2025—reforms that strengthened 
parliamentary oversight and delivered greater transparency and accountability in the examination of 
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public expenditure. The timetable has been carefully developed to ensure every portfolio committee 
has appropriate time to undertake its work in an orderly, structured and transparent manner whilst 
providing certainty for ministers, public servants, committees, parliamentary staff and members alike.  

Consistent with established practice, this motion also contains a practical contingency provision 
enabling the Leader of the House, after consultation with the Speaker, if necessary, to vary hearing 
days and times should exceptional circumstances arise, such as the illness of a minister or another 
unforeseen event. That is simply a sensible administrative safeguard to ensure the smooth operation 
of the estimates program.  

The reforms introduced by the Crisafulli LNP state government have already strengthened 
Queensland’s estimates process. The introduction of an additional day of hearings, additional 
questioning time and the consistent oversight provided by the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker as 
chairs have delivered a more disciplined, transparent and accountable process—one that better serves 
this parliament and, most importantly, serves the people of Queensland. That is exactly the way it 
should be. Estimates should never be viewed as political theatre. It is about accountability, transparency 
and ensuring Queenslanders can have confidence that public money is being spent reasonably and 
that governments are properly held to account for the decisions they make.  

The Crisafulli Liberal National Party state government welcomes the scrutiny because our 
second budget continues to strengthen the foundations of a fresh start that Queenslanders voted for in 
2024. It delivers practical, cost-of-living relief, stronger health services, safer communities, responsible 
financial management and a clear plan for Queensland’s future. The estimates hearings now provide 
the Queensland parliament with the opportunity to examine those investments in detail. I would simply 
say to those opposite that this process works best when ministers and members come prepared—
something that was simply lacking last year when one looks at the performance of those Labor 
members opposite who turned up not prepared. To quote the words of a Labor Treasurer, ‘If you want 
better answers, ask better questions.’ In addition, I would suggest to the opposition that if they want 
fewer points of order then they should stay within the standing orders.  

Finally, in advance I place on record my sincere appreciation to the Speaker and the Deputy 
Speaker for the important role that they will play. I acknowledge the Clerk of the Parliament, the 
Parliamentary Service, the committee secretariats and all of the parliamentary staff for their 
professionalism, as always. I also thank the many public servants from across government departments 
and statutory bodies who devote a considerable amount of time to preparing for these hearings. As 
such, I commend the motion to the House.  

Hon. MC de BRENNI (Springwood—ALP) (9.01 pm): I move— 
That all words after ‘move’ be deleted and the following inserted: 
‘1. That for the consideration of the annual appropriation bills for 2026-27, so much of standing and sessional orders is 

suspended to enable: 
(a) the portfolio committees only hold hearings and take evidence regarding a ministers entire portfolio 

responsibilities on the dates and within the timeframes provided in table A circulated in the Manager of Opposition 
Business’s name. 

(b) questions to be asked of ministers regarding their entire portfolio at any point in their appearance. 
(c) hearings can occur any time of the day. 
(d) one opening statement per minister for their entire ministerial responsibility no longer than five minutes, with the 

Premier allocated no longer than 10 minutes. 
(e) time allocated for government member questions should not exceed 30% of the total allocated time. 
(f) if points of order are made by the Leader of the House or government members the time taken for the point of 

order and the subsequent ruling is added onto the total time for the hearing, with all remaining times during that 
day updating accordingly. 

2. That, in accordance with standing order 177(5), each portfolio committee report to the Legislative Assembly on the annual 
appropriation bills by 21 August 2026.’ 

____________ 

 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_210143
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260626_210143
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TABLE A PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE, AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY, DATES OF HEARINGS  

GOVERNANCE, ENERGY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Monday, 20 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY SPEAKER HEARING TIMES 

Queensland Parliament 

Speaker 

[2.5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE 

1:00pm – 3:30pm  

GOVERNANCE, ENERGY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, 21 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Premier and Cabinet Veterans 

Premier and Minister for Veterans 

[5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

PREMIER AND MINISTER FOR VETERANS 
9:00am – 11:30am 

BREAK 
11:30am – 11:45am 

PREMIER AND MINISTER FOR VETERANS  
11:45am – 2:15pm 

BREAK 
2:15pm – 3:00pm 

Treasury, Energy and Home 
Ownership 

Treasurer, Minister for Energy 
and Minister for Home Ownership 

[5.5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

TREASURY, HOME OWNERSHIP AND ENERY 
3:00pm – 5:30pm  

BREAK 
5:30pm – 5:45pm 

TREASURY, HOME OWNERSHIP AND ENERY 
5:45pm – 7:45pm  

BREAK 
7:45pm – 8:15pm  

TREASURY, HOME OWNERSHIP AND ENERY 
8:15pm – 9:15pm  

GOVERNANCE, ENERGY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, 22 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Finance, Trade, Employment and 
Training 

Minister for Finance, Trade, 
Employment and Training 

[4 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

FINANCE, TRADE, EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 
8:00am – 10:30am  

BREAK 
10:30am – 10:45am 

FINANCE, TRADE, EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 
10:45am – 12:15pm  

BREAK 
12:15pm – 1:00pm 
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STATE DEVELOPMENT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND WORKS COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, 22 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

State Development, 
Infrastructure, Planning and 
Industrial Relations 

Deputy Premier, Minister for 
State Development, Infrastructure 
and Planning, and Minister for 
Industrial Relations 

[5.5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

STATE DEVELOPMENT, INFRASTRUCTURE, 
PLANNING AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
1:00pm – 3:30pm  

BREAK 
3:30pm – 4:00pm  

STATE DEVELOPMENT, INFRASTRUCTURE, 
PLANNING AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
4:00pm – 7:00pm  

BREAK 
7:00pm – 7:30pm  

Sport, Racing, Olympic and 
Paralympic Games 

Minister for Sport and Racing and 
Minister for the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games 

[4.5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

SPORT, RACING, OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPICS  
7:30pm – 9:30pm 

(carries over to the next day) 

STATE DEVELOPMENT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND WORKS COMMITTEE 

Thursday, 23 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Sport, Racing, Olympic and 
Paralympic Games 

Minister for Sport and Racing and 
Minister for the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games 

[4.5 hours] 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

SPORT, RACING, OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPICS  
8:00am – 10:30am 

BREAK 
10:30am – 10:45am  

Transport and Main Roads 

Minister for Transport and Main 
Roads 

[5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

TRANSPORT AND MAIN ROADS 
10:45am – 1:00pm  

BREAK 
1:00pm – 1:45pm  

TRANSPORT AND MAIN ROADS 
1:45pm – 4:15pm   

BREAK 
4:15pm – 4:45pm 

Housing, Public Works and Youth 

Minister for Housing and Public 
Works and Minister for Youth 

[4.5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

HOUSING, PUBLIC WORKS, YOUTH  
4:45pm – 7:00pm  

BREAK 
7:00pm – 7:30pm  

HOUSING, PUBLIC WORKS, YOUTH  
7:30pm – 9:45pm   
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HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT AND INNOVATION COMMITTEE 

Friday, 24 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Health and Ambulance Services 

Minister for Health and 
Ambulance Services 

[5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

HEALTH AND AMBULANCE SERVICES 
8:30am – 11:00am  

BREAK 
11:00am – 11:15am  

HEALTH AND AMBULANCE SERVICES 
11:15am – 1:45pm  

BREAK 
1:45pm – 2:30pm  

Environment, Tourism, Science 
and Innovation 

Minister for the Environment and 
Tourism and Minister for Science 
and Innovation 

[5.5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE, INNOVATION AND 
TOURISM  
2:30pm – 5:30pm  

BREAK 
5:30pm – 6:16pm  

ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE, INNOVATION AND 
TOURISM  
6:15pm – 8:45pm 

JUSTICE, INTEGRITY AND COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, 28 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Attorney-General, Justice and 
Integrity 

Attorney-General and Minister for 
Justice and Minister for Integrity 

[4 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL, JUSTICE AND 
INTEGRITY 
8:00am – 10:00am 

BREAK 
10:00am – 10:15am  

ATTORNEY-GENERAL, JUSTICE AND 
INTEGRITY 
10:15am – 12:15pm  

BREAK 
12:15pm – 1:00pm 

Police and Emergency Services 

Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services 

[4 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

POLICE, EMERGENCY SERVICES  
1:00pm – 3:00pm 

BREAK 
3:00pm – 3:15pm  

POLICE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 
3:15pm – 5:15pm  

BREAK 
5:15pm – 6:00pm  

Youth Justice, Victim Support, 
Corrective Services 

Minister for Youth Justice and 
Victim Support and Minister for 
Corrective Services 

[4 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

YOUTH JUSTICE AND VICTIMS, CORRECTIVE 
SERVICES 
6:00pm – 8:00pm  

BREAK 
8:00pm – 8:15pm  

YOUTH JUSTICE AND VICTIMS, CORRECTIVE 
SERVICES 
8:15pm – 10:15pm  
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PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, 29 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Natural Resources and Mines 
and Manufacturing and Regional 
and Rural Development 

Minister for Natural Resources 
and Mines, Minister for 
Manufacturing and Minister for 
Regional and Rural Development 

[5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND MINES, 
MANUFACTURING AND REGIONAL RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
8:00am – 10:30am  

BREAK 
10:30am – 10:45am  

NATURAL RESOURCES AND MINES, 
MANUFACTURING AND REGIONAL RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
10:45am – 1:15pm  

BREAK 
1:15pm – 2:00pm   

Primary Industries 

Minister for Primary Industries 

[4.5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
2:00pm – 4:30pm  

BREAK 
4:30pm – 4:45pm  

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
4:45pm – 6:45pm  

EDUCATION, ARTS AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

Thursday, 30 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Education and Arts 

Minister for Education and the 
Arts 

[4.5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour and 15 Minutes More than 
2025) 

EDUCATION AND ARTS 
8:00am – 10:30am  

BREAK 
10:30am – 10:45am   

EDUCATION AND ARTS 
10:45am – 12:45pm  

BREAK 
12:45pm – 1:30pm  

Women and Women’s Economic 
Security, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Partnerships and 
Multiculturalism 

Minister for Women, Women’s 
Economic Security, Minister for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Partnerships and 
Minister for Multiculturalism 

[4.5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER 
PARTNERSHIPS, MULTICULTURALISM, WOMEN 
AND WOMEN’S ECONOMIC SECURITY 
1:30pm – 4:00pm  

BREAK 
4:00pm – 4:15pm   

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER 
PARTNERSHIPS, MULTICULTURALISM, WOMEN 
AND WOMEN’S ECONOMIC SECURITY 
4:15pm – 6:15pm  

BREAK 
6:15pm – 7:00pm  
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AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Families, Seniors, Disability 
Services, Child Safety and 
Prevention of Domestic and 
Family Violence 

Minister for Families, Seniors and 
Disability Services and Minister 
for Child Safety and the 
Prevention of Domestic and 
Family Violence 

[4 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

CHILD SAFETY, FAMILIES, SENIORS AND 
DISABILITY SERVICES, PREVENTION OF 
DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE 
7:00pm – 9:00pm  

 

(carries over to the next day) 

EDUCATION, ARTS AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

Friday, 31 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Families, Seniors, Disability 
Services, Child Safety and 
Prevention of Domestic and 
Family Violence 

Minister for Families, Seniors and 
Disability Services and Minister 
for Child Safety and the 
Prevention of Domestic and 
Family Violence 

[4 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

CHILD SAFETY, FAMILIES, SENIORS AND 
DISABILITY SERVICES, PREVENTION OF 
DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE 
8:00am – 10:00am 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT, SMALL BUSINESS AND CUSTOMER SERVICE COMMITTEE 

Friday, 31 July 2026 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Customer Services, Open Data, 
Small and Family Business 

Minister for Customer Services 
and Open Data and Minister for 
Small and Family Business 

[4 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

SMALL AND FAMILY BUSINESS, CUSTOMER 
SERVICES AND OPEN DATA 
10:15am – 12:15pm  

BREAK 
12:15pm – 12:30pm  

SMALL AND FAMILY BUSINESS, CUSTOMER 
SERVICES AND OPEN DATA 
12:30pm – 2:30pm  

BREAK 
2:30pm – 3:15pm  



26 Jun 2026 Committees 2355 

 

  
 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MINISTER HEARING TIMES 

Local Government, Water, Fire, 
Disaster Recovery and 
Volunteers 

Minister for Local Government 
and Water and Minister for Fire, 
Disaster Recovery and 
Volunteers 

[5 hours] 

 

(1 Hour More than 2025) 

FIRE, DISASTER RECOVERY AND VOLUNTEERS, 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, WATER 
3:15pm – 5:45pm  

BREAK 
5:45pm – 6:15pm  

FIRE, DISASTER RECOVERY AND VOLUNTEERS, 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, WATER 
6:15pm – 8:45pm  

 

The amendments circulated by the opposition will strengthen the estimates framework. That was 
the commitment that the Premier gave to Queenslanders and on which he failed to deliver. This 
amendment delivers on a strengthening of the estimates framework. Right now, this House can choose 
to defend the institution that is this parliament. That is the opportunity the opposition presents to the 
government. It is an opportunity to defend the institution that is this parliament, to ensure stronger 
safeguards are in place to minimise LNP government interference in the process. To deliver that, the 
House must support these amendments.  

Voting against these amendments is to vote against scrutiny. Voting against these amendments 
is to vote against transparency. Voting against these amendments is to vote against Queenslanders 
having the right to know what their government is doing. Scrutiny and transparency are a key function 
of this institution through the estimates process.  

Estimates should be the forum where ministers cannot hide behind dodgy statistics and fudged 
figures, where they cannot hide behind carefully crafted glossy blue brochures. Estimates should be 
where we can scrutinise the many examples of this government’s wasteful mismanagement such as 
the distribution of blue pamphlets but no delivery on the things that matter to Queenslanders. These 
amendments will give the parliament the time, the transparency and the scrutiny to interrogate that 
wasteful mismanagement.  

The motion moved by the Leader of the House, despite what he said this year and last year, is 
devoid of any of the enhancements that the Premier talked about at length to Queenslanders to enable 
the executive to be better held to account. Nothing this government has done in this place has allowed 
the executive to be held to account.  

We have already debated in the House the farce that was the estimates process last year. That 
debate revealed that, once again, the Premier failed to meet the standards that he set for himself and 
for his government—no-one else’s standards but the standards he set for himself and his government. 
In 2025, estimates was a deliberate and coordinated effort to obstruct the parliament from exercising 
its functions to hold the executive to account and to scrutinise the expenditure of the executive. We saw 
ministers failing to answer questions and public servants scrambling under the pressure of a 
government terrified of scrutiny and a government allergic to transparency. They will remain allergic to 
transparency unless they adopt the amendments that we propose for the 2026 estimates process. It is 
time for that allergy to transparency and scrutiny to end.  

The amendment that the opposition is proposing today will increase the time by at last one hour 
for each minister. It will ensure that time is not wasted, with only one opening statement. It will re-
enshrine the 70-30 rule. Importantly, it will break down the barriers that have prevented questions being 
asked of ministers in certain sections of the day. I commend the amendment to the House.  

Division: Question put—That the amendment be agreed to. 

AYES, 36: 

ALP, 36—Asif, Bailey, Bourne, Boyd, Bush, Butcher, de Brenni, Dick, Enoch, Farmer, Fentiman, Furner, Grace, Healy, 
Howard, J. Kelly, King, Linard, Martin, McCallum, McMahon, McMillan, Mellish, Miles, Mullen, Nightingale, O’Shea, Pease, 
Power, Pugh, Richmond, Russo, Ryan, Scanlon, Smith, Whiting. 



2356 Attendance 26 Jun 2026 

 

 

NOES, 52: 

LNP, 52—Baillie, Barounis, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Camm, Chiesa, Crandon, Crisafulli, Dalton, Dillon, 
Doolan, Dooley, Field, Frecklington, Gerber, Hatcher, Head, Hutton, Hunt, B. James, T. James, Janetzki, G. Kelly, Kempton, 
Kirkland, Krause, Langbroek, Last, Leahy, Lee, Lister, Mander, Marr, McDonald, Mickelberg, Minnikin, Molhoek, Nicholls, 
O’Connor, Perrett, Poole, Powell, Purdie, Rowan, Simpson, Stevens, Stoker, Watts, Vorster, Young. 

Resolved in the negative. 

Non-government amendment (Mr de Brenni) negatived.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 

Motion agreed to.  

ADJOURNMENT  
Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (Leader of the House) (9.11 pm): I move— 

That the House do now adjourn.  

Motion agreed to. 

The House adjourned at 9.11 pm. 

ATTENDANCE 
Asif, Bailey, Baillie, Barounis, Bates, Bennett, Berkman, Bleijie, Bolton, Boothman, Bourne, Boyd, 

Bush, Butcher, Camm, Chiesa, Crandon, Crisafulli, Dalton, de Brenni, Dick, Dillon, Doolan, Dooley, 
Enoch, Farmer, Fentiman, Field, Frecklington, Furner, Gerber, Grace, Hatcher, Head, Healy, Howard, 
Hunt, Hutton, James B, James T, Janetzki, Katter, Kelly G, Kelly J, Kempton, King, Kirkland, Knuth, 
Krause, Langbroek, Last, Leahy, Lee, Linard, Lister, Mander, Marr, Martin, McCallum, McDonald, 
McMahon, McMillan, Mellish, Mickelberg, Miles, Minnikin, Molhoek, Mullen, Nicholls, Nightingale, 
O’Connor, O’Shea, Pease, Perrett, Poole, Powell, Power, Pugh, Purdie, Richmond, Rowan, Russo, 
Ryan, Scanlon, Simpson, Smith, Stevens, Stoker, Vorster, Watts, Weir, Whiting, Young 
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