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WEDNESDAY, 9 JULY 1997

Mr SPEAKER (Hon. N. J. Turner, Nicklin) read
prayers and took the chair at 9.30 a.m.

PRIVILEGE

Minister for Tourism, Small Business and
Industry

Hon. J. P. ELDER (Capalaba—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) (9.31 a.m.): | rise on a matter of
privilege. Yesterday, the Minister for Tourism, Small
Business and Industry said that he would table the
report on his junket to South Africa. My
understanding is that that report has not been tabled.

PETITIONS

The Clerk announced the
following petitions—

receipt of the

Maryborough Base Hospital

From Mr Dollin (7,600 petitioners) requesting
the House to reconsider the decision to downsize
the Maryborough Base Hospital and maintain the
current level of hospital services and staffing levels
to carry out these services.

Rural Schools

From Mr FitzGerald (1,496 petitioners)
requesting the House to declare that the Government
supports the system of education via small schools in
rural communities as an integral part of rural family
life, and which form part of a vital community
infrastructure, and acknowledge that removal of
children from rural schools to larger schools will be
detrimental to the children, their families, community
and businesses, and further to direct that the schools
at Mulgowie, Thornton and Blenheim not be closed.

Airconditioning of Schools

From Mr Pearce (42 petitioners) requesting the
House to direct the Premier and/or the State Minister
for Education to provide the same $300,000 level of
assistance as they have in three State schools in the
central Queensland town of Moranbah to all other
Queensland schools where Parents and Citizens
Associations have carried out the same level of
fundraising for school airconditioning projects.

Caboolture Airfield

From Mr J. H. Sullivan (706 petitioners)
requesting the House to ensure the Bribie Island
connector road is not constructed over the
Caboolture Airfield, but is constructed along such a
route and in such a manner so as (a) not to reduce
the existing runway dimensions, (b) not infringe upon
the take-off and approach paths to the existing
runways, (c) not reduce the existing number of
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runways and (d) not obstruct vehicular access to the
airfield, thereby guaranteeing the continued
operation of warplanes and other aviation related
activities and events upon the airfield.

Petitions received.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Proposed Extension of Sunday Trading Hours

Hon. R. E. BORBIDGE (Surfers Paradise—
Premier) (9.34 a.m.), by leave: Yesterday the State
Government was advised that a joint application had
been lodged in the Industrial Relations Commission
by the Property Council of Australia, the Retailers
Association of Queensland and the Women's
Network Australia seeking an extension of Sunday
trading hours for south-east Queensland, including
Toowoomba. The Knox report last year provided for
the continuance of wide trading outside of normal
hours by small business. The Government takes the
view that these arrangements fairly provide for
consumer needs and that further extensions to hours
would impact very heavily on small business.

The arrangements agreed last year also
provided for an independent umpire, the Industrial
Relations Commission, to hear applications for
variation of hours and to arbitrate in any dispute. The
Government notes the arguments being presented
by some in the community in favour of a further
extension of shopping hours. There is no doubt that
many people would like to see this happen. The
proper course at this point is to hear the case
presented in the Industrial Relations Commission.

I wish to advise the House today that the
Government reserves the right to present its own
arguments in that forum. But at present we view the
issue as one in the preliminary rounds of argument. |
have asked the Minister for Training and Industrial
Relations to report to Cabinet next Tuesday on the
issues involved. | am encouraged by the responsible
approach that the Property Council of Australia, the
Retailers Association of Queensland and the
Women's Network Australia have taken. The
community always benefits from the rational debate
of issues, particularly those which go to the heart of
social questions. We are also concerned to give
small business the best possible support in the trying
trading times with which it must cope at present.

Mr Mackenroth: Two bob each way; "We
support you all."

Mr BORBIDGE: The member should listen. He
has missed the point. For the benefit of the
honourable member opposite, | point out that the
Government is giving notice today that it reserves
the right to appear before the Industrial Relations
Commission to support small business.

Small shops are an integral part of Queensland
society. That is why we adopted the Knox report's
other recommendation that rules governing what
constitutes an exempt shop be changed under these
arrangements. Shops employing up to 20 people are
exempt from trading hours restrictions. The new
legislation also requires the Industrial Relations
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Commission to take account of the effect of any
proposed changes on small business.

The variations now in place themselves
demonstrate the flexibilty —embodied in the
legislation. The Industrial Relations Commission is
empowered to make such variations as it is
persuaded should apply. This Government accepts
the fact that small business is our biggest employer.
This Government accepts the fact that small business
is doing it tough, and on this particular issue small
business can rest assured that this Government is on
its side.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Government Telephone, Travel and Fuel
Arrangements

Hon. D. J. H. WATSON (Moggill—Minister
for Public Works and Housing) (9.37 a.m.), by leave: |
am delighted to announce that, thanks to the
excellent work of my department, significant savings
will be made for the taxpayers of Queensland on
charges for Government telephone services, travel
and fuel. The Queensland Government could cut its
annual phone bill by up to $7m as a result of the new
telecommunications facilities management deal with
Optus Communications. The arrangement with Optus
is an interim measure for up to 12 months and was
awarded after a competitive selection process.

Consistent  with  our  Telecommunications
Strategic Review conducted by Cutler and
Company, the Government will review its purchasing
and management strategies for all
telecommunications services during the next 12
months to take advantage of the emerging and
expanding competitive marketplace. One of the main
aims is to encourage increased contestability and
competition in telecommunications so that business
and consumers in Queensland, particularly in rural
and regional areas, will benefit from improved
services and better prices.

Significant savings will also be made on
Government travel as a result of a new standing offer
for travel arrangements. Six companies competed for
the travel arrangements agreement, which was finally
awarded to Qantas. The two-year agreement with
Qantas will cover travel for four Government
departments—Public Works and Housing, Training
and Industrial Relations, Justice and Attorney-
General and Environment—as well as the Clerk of the
Parliament, WorkCover Queensland and the
Queensland Audit Office. Qantas was selected
because it offered significant financial advantages
through rebates and financial incentives as well as
greater efficiency and further savings through the
use of advanced technology.

An Opposition member: How long was that
contract?

Dr WATSON: Two years. The selection of
Qantas was unanimously recommended by
representatives of the participating departments and
provides a travel deal superior to any other
arrangement across Government. Qantas also
demonstrated its strong support for local business
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and industry throughout Queensland via regional
networks.

Finally, as to fuel—a new standing offer
arrangement for the supply of automotive fuel and
related products has been awarded to BP Australia
Limited. The estimated value of the two-year
arrangements is $40m per annum. All members of a
selection panel, comprising representatives of Main
Roads, DPI, Natural Resources, Training and
Industrial Relations, Emergency Services, the Police
Service, SEQEB and my department, supported the
selection of BP. It offered significant financial
advantages, enhanced fleet management through the
use of advanced technology and management
information systems, and a demonstrated support for
local businesses and industry through regional
networks. A feature of the arrangement will be the
direct linking of user departments via EDI to BP's
electronic fuel management system.

In conclusion, as the honourable member for
Chatsworth has proved time and time again
throughout his political career, talk is cheap. And for
once he has got it right; because of the excellent
work of my department, talking will be cheaper and
so will flying and driving.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Review of Police Powers Discussion Paper

Hon. T. R. COOPER (Crows Nest—Minister
for Police and Corrective Services and Minister for
Racing) (9.40 a.m.), by leave: Cabinet last week
approved the release of the Review of Police Powers
Discussion Paper. This paper is the culmination of
more than seven years of research and consultation
involving police, stakeholders, this Government and
the former Labor Government and is the final stage of
consultation with the community. It is the most
honest document ever presented on police powers.
It includes the powers sought by police and their
justification for the increases, the Criminal Justice
Commission position on the matter, the Parliamentary
Criminal Justice Committee position and other for
and against arguments as they have been brought to
my attention.

In the process of putting the paper together |
have already had exhaustive and wide-ranging
consultation and discussion with a broad range of
interested people, including civil libertarians. | want
to make it clear that as much time has gone into
ensuring the checks and balances are in place to
guard against any abuse of the power as has been
devoted to defining the powers. It is difficult to strike
a balance which gives police sufficient powers to
fight crime and protect people in their homes and at
the same time provide those checks and balances.
We intend to find that balance.

The consolidation and rationalisation of police
powers into a single statute will extend some current
powers and restrict others. We are inviting written
submissions up untii 8 August. A Statewide
advertising campaign began last weekend and is
continuing this week. Copies of the discussion paper
are readily available from the joint working group, on
the Internet and by e-mail.
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Police powers will be the subject of extensive
debate over the coming months. To help facilitate
this necessary process, | will chair a series of public
forums to give the people the opportunity to tell the
Government what they want. The first forum will be
held in the Parliamentary Annexe conference room
on the fifth floor this evening. Others will follow on
the Sunshine Coast on 23 July; at
Maryborough/Hervey Bay on 30 July; at Townsville
on 30 July; at Cairns on 31 July; at Toowoomba on
1 August; at the Gold Coast on 4 August; and at
Mackay, Rockhampton and Gladstone, all on
6 August.

| want to make it crystal clear right from the
start that this discussion paper contains proposals
for discussion, not set in stone decisions. It is not a
wanton grab for powers by police. Anyone who
thinks it is will be sadly disappointed. This
Government will be examining, in consultation with
the community, the question of extending police
powers. But we will be guided by the people. The
legislation | hope to bring back to Parliament later
this year will be what the people tell us they want for
their police—how they believe police should be
armed to protect them and to take on an increasingly
sophisticated criminal enemy. | ultimately expect to
draft one single, comprehensive piece of legislation
that articulates those powers, rather than continue
with the current scatter-gun set of police powers
contained in a range of up to 90 different and
sometimes obscure Acts.

The new Police Powers and Responsibilities
Act will clarify, in one easy-reference document, what
police powers are, making it much more clear and
easily defined for officers and the public alike. The
legislation will clearly define the rights of the people
when questioned or arrested by police. Police will be
required, by law, to advise people of their rights—to
remain silent, to have access to legal advice, an
interpreter or designated person. Any changes will
be backed by an extensive public education
campaign. Reports handed down by various
commissions of inquiry into police services have all
commented on the need for legislative reform,
including police powers with adequate safeguards.
We are determined to properly arm police for the
fight against crime. | urge every member of this
House to read the discussion paper and to make sure
that they are fully informed when the issue comes
back to Parliament later this year.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Information Technology in Education Sector

Hon. R. J. QUINN (Merrimac—Minister for
Education) (9.44 a.m.), by leave: It gives me great
pleasure to inform the House that this Government is
about to embark on an unprecedented roll-out of
information technology in education. Towards the
end of this month, my department will invite tenders
for a multimillion-dollar contract to connect every one
of our 1,300 State schools to the Internet by 1999.
Education Queensland will take maximum advantage
of the opportunities and innovations arising from full
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deregulation of the telecommunications industry just
last week.

The Connect-Ed program will ensure that our
450,000 students and 30,000 teachers have access
to state-of-the-art computer technology such as
desktop video conferencing. It will provide
sophisticated learning and teaching resources where
they are needed most—in the classroom. It will
enable us to extend individual school curriculums in
subjects like foreign languages, science and
information technology itself. It will greatly enhance
distance education and home participation programs
for remote, sick or disabled students. Our first 104
Leading Schools should be connected to the
Internet within six months. Other schools will be
brought on line throughout 1998.

The benefits of this program will extend far
beyond education. For example, we are working with
Queensland Health to also connect some 300
hospitals and health centres around the State, using
satellite services for telemedicine applications.
Connect-Ed will lay the foundation for our Schooling
2001 Project, in which we will invest more than $78m
over the coming three years. Schooling 2001 will
ensure that students and teachers are able to
maximise the educational benefits of this accelerating
technology. We want to develop flexible, challenging
learning environments where they can access global
information and communication networks.

By the year 2001 we plan to install computers
with Internet access in every classroom for every
year level throughout the State, at a ratio of one
computer per 7.5 students. That will require a
massive investment in infrastructure such as
computer hardware and fibre-optic cabling. We will
also be devoting considerable resources to training
our teachers in this exciting technology so that they
can apply it effectively in all learning areas from
preschool to Year 12. The level of improvement in
student results will be closely monitored to ensure
the maximum return for our Education dollar.

These  classroom-focused initiatives  will
continue to be supported by enhanced management
technology in our schools. In fact, this Government
will greatly accelerate implementation of the Schools
Information Management System, known as SIMS,
during the next 12 months. That will eliminate
unnecessary paperwork through electronic reporting
and greatly improve administrative efficiency. Our
2,000 schools and other education locations
throughout the State will be able to access and share
the most up-to-date information available at the touch
of a button. Over time, there will be significant
savings through more timely decision making,
reduced duplication and better management overall.

Our massive investment in school-related
information technology initiatives alone will exceed
$56.7m, with a further $41m committed elsewhere in
Education. In other words, the total IT budget for
Education this year will top $97.7m. As | said at the
outset, that level of investment is unprecedented in
the history of this State, and the big winners will be
our 450,000 students.
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Dugong Protection; Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park Authority

Hon. T. J. PERRETT (Barambah—Minister for
Primary  Industries, Fisheries and Forestry)
(9.48 a.m.), by leave: On 14 June this year the Great
Barrier Reef ministerial council met to discuss the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority—or
GBRMPA—measures to protect dugong in
Queensland. Ministers in good faith took dugong
protection measures on the basis of GBRMPA
advice. Since then, | have learned that the threat to
dugong may have been deliberately overstated by
GBRMPA. What was understated, however, is the
impact that this will have on the fishing and seafood
industries and on Queensland's communities.

Serious doubt has been thrown on the truth of
the advice provided by GBRMPA to the ministerial
council. | believe GBRMPA deliberately misled
Ministers in the way it presented its advice and
research on the status of the dugong population. For
example, the scientific adviser to GBRMPA said in
his secret report that—

"Addressing the dugong decline should
not be considered as a problem but as a great
opportunity to achieve a lot of major
conservation actions."

This is the real agenda. GBRMPA is pandering to the
conservation groups and their agenda to ban net
fishing along the whole Queensland coast. The
heavy-handed bans demanded by GBRMPA will
throw hundreds of Queensland fishing families onto
the dole queues and have serious implications for
these communities. Last year | sought and received
an undertaking from the Queensland Commercial
Fishermen's Organisation to urgently address the
issue of mesh netting. The QCFO did so. It did so in
a very responsible manner and in cooperation with
my department, the Federal Government and various
agencies.

The agenda of GBRMPA and the more extreme
conservation groups should not be allowed to
influence Government decisions without being
subject to challenge. It is time that GBRMPA laid on
the table its full agenda. We owe it to the
Queensland seafood industry, the fishers, their
families and their communities. The implications for
our seafood industry have the potential to be very
serious indeed through the loss of products and,
ultimately, their livelihoods.

| am so dismayed at what has occurred that |
have instructed my department to use all necessary
resources to review every aspect of the GBRMPA
recommendation on net closures. It is time that
GBRMPA's scientific basis was subjected to close
scrutiny. The Queensland Fisheries Management
Authority  will also re-examine  GBRMPA's
recommendations, particularly their impacts on
Queensland's fisheries management arrangements.
Let me re-emphasise that the management of
Queensland's fisheries is the responsibility of the
Queensland Fisheries Management Authority. |
stressed at the last Great Barrier Reef ministerial
council meeting the need for continued close
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collaboration with GBRMPA and other agencies. If
GBRMPA's advice or actions are found to be open to
question, | will move to have this whole issue re-
examined and have the ministerial council reconsider
its position.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
TAFE Queensland

Hon. S. SANTORO (Clayfield—Minister for
Training and Industrial Relations) (9.51 a.m.), by
leave: | rise to inform the House of a number of the
Government's initiatives which clearly demonstrate
the coalition's commitment to supporting TAFE
Queensland. The need for staff permanency was
highlighted last year in my Working Better Together
strategy for TAFE Queensland. | am pleased to
inform the House of a major achievement that
illustrates this Government's and this Minister's
commitment to the wellbeing of TAFE and TAFE
staff.

As at 8 July 1997, the positions of 174 former
temporary staff of TAFE Queensland had been
converted to permanent status. Seventy teachers, 32
tutors and 72 administrative staff now have
permanent positions. Institutes to benefit from the
process to date are: Brisbane, Central Queensland,
Cooloola Sunshine, Far North Queensland, Mount
Isa, Open Learning, Southbank, Southern
Queensland—

An Opposition member interjected.

Mr SANTORO: Wide Bay, vyes, and
Maryborough and Yeronga. The number of
conversions to date reinforces my personal
commitment to a skilled work force and a more stable
working environment for TAFE staff. It also indicates
the Government's intention to reverse the inequitable
staffing  practices of the previous Labor
administration. Under the previous Labor
Government there were more staff in acting positions
in TAFE than there were in Actors' Equity.

As a result of the Working Better Together
initiative, workshops are being conducted at all TAFE
workplaces to provide opportunities for managers
and staff to work together to determine mutually
beneficial work practices which will enhance the
competitiveness  of individual institutes and,
therefore, TAFE Queensland. The result will be
increased employment security for all staff.

To date, outcomes of these workshops have
been very positive, with staff providing valuable and
innovative ideas on how they can work better
together. The Government has also ensured that
TAFE remains competitive through its initiatives to
enhance delivery of services to the clients of TAFE
Queensland. In short, the Government has invested
more than $100m on the following information
technology initiatives: the establishment of facilities
to deliver training and services to clients over the
Internet; the installation of an improved library
information management system that will enable
clients to access TAFE Queensland libraries'
resources both locally and remotely via the Internet;
and the outsourcing, for cost efficiency reasons, of
all of TAFE Queensland's information technology
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services, including systems maintenance and
support, together with services related to business
process improvement to Unisys Australia Limited. All
permanent TAFE staff currently providing services
which will be outsourced will be offered—and |
stress "will be offered"—permanent employment with
Unisys Australia Limited. That is one of the
conditions of the outsourcing contract.

Other positive initiatives will see the Barrier
Reef, central Queensland and southern Queensland
institutes funded to provide “free-to-air" video
conferencing services between their campuses. New
communication bridges and Telstra connections will
also enable greater client choice in rural and remote
areas. The Government has invested in a range of
capital works projects to consolidate TAFE's leading
role as the public provider of training. The
Government is proceeding with projects which
include—

Construction of horticulture facilities at the
Bundaberg campus of the Wide Bay Institute.
Construction commenced in April this year and
is proceeding to schedule. Facilities should be
available for teaching use by semester 1 1998.

A client services building at the Bracken Ridge
campus of the North Point Institute which
should be ready for occupancy in August.

Construction of the teaching and administration
facilty at the Redcliffe campus which
commenced in March this year and is scheduled
for completion in December.

Construction of the student amenities facility at
the Morningside campus of Southbank Institute
commenced in January this year. Practical
completion is expected in December and
occupancy is anticipated in time for the first
semester next year.

The commissioning of a TAFE facility in Ingham.

All of these positive policy initiatives illustrate
that this Government is determined to provide
excellent working conditions for TAFE staff and a
competitive edge that will secure TAFE's position as
a quality trainer and educator. In addition to these
initiatives, TAFE Queensland has gone about
revitalising its senior management structure via the
permanent appointment of four institute directors.
These directors have been selected on the basis of
merit and only after advertisements for their positions
were placed Australia-wide. In the main, these
directors have come from areas outside of TAFE
Queensland and bring to the operations of the
organisation a fresh, outside perspective.

In addition, much effort is currently going into
satisfying one of the strongest demands of TAFE
Queensland staff, this being the cutting back of red
tape and the devolving of central office functions to
the institutes and the component colleges. In the
restructure of the department, the central office staff
establishment is being reduced from over 180 staff to
just over 40. The staff who are leaving the central
office establishment are being placed within the
institutes and the colleges they currently serve from
the central office. Their jobs are being protected and
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they will now service the TAFE system much closer
to the coalface than what has to date been the case.

Over the next few weeks | intend to keep on
informing the Parliament and the public of
Queensland of the many positive initiatives that the
Government is undertaking on behalf of TAFE
Queensland, the staff, the students and the
communities that they are meant to be serving.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Rabbit Calicivirus Program

Hon. H. W. T. HOBBS (Warrego—Minister
for Natural Resources) (9.56 a.m.), by leave: Today |
would like to brief honourable members on progress
with the Rabbit Calicivirus Program, or the RCV.
Rabbits cause extensive environmental damage, with
an estimated cost to the Australian economy of
between $600m and $1 billion annually. Queensland
has completed a strategic release of RCV, with
further assistance from a 1997-98 Budget allocation
of $220,000 for the continued monitoring and
assessment of RCV at selected sites in Queensland.
The continued monitoring and assessment will lead
to a greater understanding of how the virus spreads
and affects rabbits under field conditions, and how
the flora and fauna of an area respond to reduced
rabbit numbers.

The additional $220,000 Budget allocation will
be used to employ a rabbit zoologist and two
technicians for the continued monitoring and
surveillance of RCV in Queensland. To date, RCV
has been released at more than 80 sites throughout
southern and central Queensland following the first
release at Inglewood on 14 October last year. Early
indications are that the rabbit calicivirus has worked
well in arid and semi-arid parts of western
Queensland with an 85%-plus reduction in rabbit
numbers. This success in arid areas is particularly
pleasing because this is where the environmental
damage has been most severe and where non-
biological control methods are considered to be
uneconomic.

However, the rabbit calicivirus appears to be
less effective in the more eastern parts of the State,
with a great deal of variation in results between
neighbouring locations. Where RCV achieves an
initial knockdown in rabbit numbers, it is important
that land-holders use conventional rabbit control
methods such as baiting, warren ripping and
fumigation to remove or further reduce residual
populations. A land protection officer has been
especially appointed in my Department of Natural
Resources to advise on these forms of control and to
coordinate RCV with the release of the myxoma virus
in Queensland. | will continue to keep the House
informed at regular intervals as to the progress with
RCV.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Centenary of Australia-Japan Relations

Hon. D. J. SLACK (Burnett—Minister for
Economic Development and Trade and Minister
Assisting the Premier) (9.57 a.m.), by leave: | have
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pleasure in informing the House of Queensland's
eager participation in celebrating 100 years of
Australia-Japan relations and in a program of events
that cements the solid friendship and trading ties
between our two peoples. As the member for
Mundingburra could no doubt tell honourable
members, Australia-Japan relations can be traced
back to Townsville—the location of the first
Japanese consulate in Australia. Our business and
friendship ties run deep. Queensland has a sister-
State agreement with the Saitama Prefecture and a
friendship agreement with the Osaka Prefecture.

Japan ranks as our No. 1 export destination.
More than $4 billion of goods were exported to
Japan in the last financial year. That is 30% of all
Queensland exports. To celebrate these ties,
together with the 40th anniversary of the Australia-
Japan commerce agreement——

Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is too much
audible conversation in the Chamber.

Mr SLACK:—and the 20th anniversary of the
Australia-Japan cultural agreement, this Government
has taken the initiative of instigating the Queensland-
Japan centenary celebrations programs.

Last month, the Government sponsored a
conference opened by Premier Rob Borbidge on the
"One Hundred Years of Australia-Japan Relations". It
was a great success and a tribute to organisers,
including the Australia Japan Society in Queensland
and its past president, Mr Alex McArthur. Mr
McArthur was awarded the prestigious Order of the
Secret Treasure Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon by the
Emperor of Japan for his services in furthering that
relationship. Mr McArthur is one of only two
Queenslanders living outside of Japan to receive this
award. Honourable members would be aware of
other events, such as—

the business mission led by the Premier to

Japan in April;

a tour of Japan by the Queensland Youth
Orchestra;

a visit to Queensland by 300 nurses from
Osaka; and

a visit to Brisbane and Japan by the Japan
Sumo Association.

The Queensland Government is working hard to
promote trade and assist Queensland business to
access the Japanese market. We are doing this at a
time when business is being cautioned not to turn its
back on the Japanese market nor take it for granted.
That caution was issued yesterday by the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, and
Austrade, at the Queensland launch of a special
analysis of Japan—a launch in which | participated as
key speaker.

The publication "A New Japan? Change in
Asia's Megamarket" warns that Japan is being
overlooked by business for the newer and perhaps
more trendy Asian markets. Japan's recent
comprehensive program of tariff and business reform
is an incentive for Queensland business to
reconsider Japan for fresh and processed
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foods—through to high-value-added manufactured
goods.

My Department of Economic Development and
Trade is assisting business to make the most of these
opportunities. Preparations are under way by my
Japan Secretariat to coordinate Queensland's
presence at the Foodex Kansai trade fair in Osaka in
September. This Government is building lasting and
prosperous bridges with our northern neighbours. In
celebrating our friendship with Japan, we also
celebrate the many thousands of jobs—in which, |
assume, the Opposition is interested—and the
prosperity that has accrued from the very close
trading and investment links that we have with Japan.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMISSION
Publications

Hon. V. P. LESTER (Keppel) (10.02 a.m.): |
lay upon the table of the House the CJC productions
titted——

Opposition members interjected.

Mr LESTER: | just wanted to see if members
were listening. The publications are titled "Criminal
Justice System Monitor Series Volume 2—June
1997" and "Hot Spots and Repeat Break and Enter
Crimes: An Analysis of Police Calls for Service Data."

My committee is tabling these documents as it
believes that it is in the spirit of the Criminal Justice
Act that all non-confidential publications by the CJC
be tabled in the Parliament. However, the committee
stresses that it has in no way conducted an inquiry
into the matters that are the subject of these
publications and that it is the CJC which has
determined that these publications are not "Reports
of the Commission" for the purposes of section 26 of
the Criminal Justice Act.

NOTICE OF MOTION
Women's Crisis Centre Funding

Mrs EDMOND (Mount Coot-tha) (10.03 a.m.): |
give notice that | shall move—

"That this Parliament—

(@) condemns the Treasurer and Minister for
Women's Affairs and the Minister for
Health for slashing funding to individual
women's rape, crisis and sexual assault
centres leading to closures and loss of
services; and

(b) calls on the Government to revise that
decision and again provide funding so that
these victims of violence, sexual assault
and rape will be able to access both acute
and long term care, assistance and
counselling."

SMITH FAMILY BLANKETS

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before | call for private
members' statements, | want to make an
announcement that the Smith Family charity left
blankets here so that every member can pick up a
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blanket to donate to a charity or to someone in need
in their electorate. There are still five in my office
which no-one has collected. Those members who
have not collected a blanket but would like one
should get them now. If they do not, they may go to
the Turner charity.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Interoffice Memorandum re: Premier's Meeting

Mr BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—Leader of the
Opposition) (10.05 a.m.): On 1 July, the Premier and
his senior staff had a crisis meeting about the
flagging fortunes of the Government. The Treasurer's
office, in an interoffice memorandum, has provided
me with the details of that meeting. This memo is
dated 7 July from Chris Wordsworth to Paul Turner.
What does this secret confidential memo say? It
says—

"As you are aware, the Premier raised with
the Government's senior advisers, issues of
concern to him with regard to the performance
of the Government. Specifically, he addressed
actual and perceived shortcomings in the way
Ministers are being advised in matters of policy
and public presentation."

How true! | agree with the Premier for the first time.
But what would members think would be the issues
that would be discussed for the return of a
Government? What would be the first issue?

Opposition members: Jobs!

Mr BEATTIE: Jobs, health, education? Do
members know what the first issue was on the list? It
was, "Leaks to the media, specifically The Courier-
Mail". What was the second issue on the list? It says
that the next election will be "line ball". He is dead
right about that! What was the fourth issue on the
list? It was, "The media is unfriendly—we need to
change that". No. 6 on the list says, "No overseas
travel unless it is of demonstrable, short term benefit
to Queensland”. That has already happened. No. 7 on
the list says that the Government has to "sell what the
Government has done and what we're doing because
nobody knows about it". Not only do people not
know about it, no-one has heard of them. The eighth
point states that there is "No point spending time in
safe electorates—Ministers have to appear more
often in marginal Coalition and Labor seats". So
forget about the bush! But how about this: No. 10

says, "Ministers need to adopt a 'more relaxed look'.
Time expired.

St Vincent's Hydrotherapy Pool, Townsville

Mr  TANTI (Mundingburra) (10.07 a.m.): | rise
today to acknowledge the combined decision by the
Honourable Mike Horan, MLA, Minister for Health,
and the Honourable Kev Lingard, MLA, Minister for
Families, Youth and Community Care, to fund the St
Vincent's hydrotherapy pool in Townsville. The
hydrotherapy pool has received total funding of
$80,000, comprising $40,000 from Queensland
Health and $40,000 from the Department of Families.
This funding will allow the hydrotherapy pool to
remain operational for the next two years. The
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hydrotherapy pool is used for therapeutic and
medical reasons aiming to ease the pain of those
residents who suffer from the effects of arthritis, and
increases their health and mobility. The hydrotherapy
pool will also benefit those patients with brain
damage, muscular and skeletal disorders, asthma,
neurological disorders, and disabilities. The decision
to fund such an important facility by the Minister for
Health and the Minister for Families, Youth and
Community Care has given these patients a chance
to live in comfort. The pool is currently used by
specialists, such as occupational therapists, and
physiotherapists for the rehabilitation of patients.

The coalition has made it an objective to ensure
that patient care again will be a personalised service.
The hydrotherapy pool helps to provide the level of
personalised care required to effectively treat these
patients. The pool has assured the residents of
Townsville and surrounding areas of the highest level
of patient care available. The combined
announcement by the Ministers has only
strengthened the coalition's position. The coalition is
continuing where the Commonwealth Government
left off, providing evidence of the coalition's support
for the Queensland population. With an increase in
provision of services and facilities being a priority of
this coalition, it is obvious that this result-driven
Government is maintaining its promises.

Interoffice Memorandum re: Premier's Meeting

Hon. J. P. ELDER (Capalaba—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) (10.09 a.m.): This interoffice
memo is a classic. The first point is that "we have to
do something about leaks". It is lucky that we do not
have this! The Treasurer will really have to work on
how she can control her leaks. No. 3 is a classic.
What is needed over there is "Greater team spirit".
Can members imagine the re-run of the old National
Party—the old coalition days: "What we need is
greater team spirit"! Tell that to the Health Minister,
who is waiting for the Premier to fall. Tell that to the
member for Clayfield and the member for
Indooroopilly when they have been out knifing the
Deputy Premier and trying to get their candidate
up—which they were successful in doing—at the
Liberal Party conference. What they need is greater
team spirit. Tell them that when there is a conflict of
interest over prostitution policies.

Ministers must look more relaxed! They could
not get a more comatose bunch. Perhaps Davo
should have spent a month relaxing in Africa. There is
not a more comatose bunch. If the Minister for
Economic Development and Trade and the Minister
for Education were any more relaxed, the Minister for
Health would have to give them mouth to mouth
resuscitation; he would be checking their pulse every
morning to see whether they were alive. Further
down the list it states—

"Labor has changed tactics—adopted
British Labor's election tactics of attacking

'integrity in government'.

We have not changed. We will attack the
Government's integrity, because there is no integrity
in this Government. It also states that the
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Government cannot afford to make mistakes, that it
must not appear arrogant, remote or out of touch. It
states—

"... the Government has to be seen to be with
the People.”

It cannot afford to make mistakes! It has made them
from day one, and it is still making mistakes. It
states—

"Some Departments are 'upsetting people
(the public)."

They have been doing that for 18 months.
Time expired.

Language, Numeracy and Literacy Strategy

Mrs  WILSON (Mulgrave) (10.11 a.m.): It is
important to make sure that we do not have a lot of
clowns on this side, because there are certainly a lot
of clowns on the other side this morning. Although it
is important to ensure that all Queensland has access
to language and literacy programs, there is a
particular need to develop a strategy that will ensure
that such programs are able to be accessed in rural
and regional Queensland. The coalition Government
certainly is not forgetting rural and regional
Queensland.

| am happy to inform the House that a forum
conducted in April this year—which combined the
efforts of industry, the community and the
Government—considered the important issue of
language, numeracy and literacy levels in regional
Queensland. At that forum—which was attended by
representatives of TAFE, private training providers,
Skillshare, Queensland Corrective Services and
community and industry groups—a number of
strategies were put forward to boost literacy and
numeracy levels across regional Queensland. The
most important strategy that emerged was that a
research project be undertaken to explore the use of
technology to deliver literacy programs to adult
learners in the bush.

| am happy to announce that that idea was
adopted and a research project has been instigated.
That will look at delivery of literacy courses in the
Longreach area. The main goal of the research
project is to provide advice on what types of
technology would be the most efficient at delivering
those much-needed programs to the bush. Only in
that way can we ensure that the people of regional
Queensland are not disadvantaged by the tyranny of
distance.

To complement the drive to get numeracy and
literacy programs out to rural and regional
Queensland, the Government is holding professional
workshops for literacy teachers throughout the bush
in places such as Roma, Emerald and Warwick, to
name but a few. | would like to commend those
positive initiatives in numeracy and literacy as a step
in the right direction. The people in rural and regional
Queensland are certainly the winners in this initiative.
Parents and students will be well attended to.

Time expired.
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Rhinoceros Project

Mr SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton) (10.13 a.m.):
Last session | mentioned the fact that we have a
rhinestone Premier in this State. Now it seems that
we have a rhino cowboy. What a delight it was to the
viewers of Queensland to observe that latter day
John Wayne, Hatari-style, driving around the veldts
of South Africa. "What an absolutely brilliant success
that has been," he said yesterday on the support ad.

Last week | was in north Queensland.
Everywhere | went, he was the butt of every joke.
One drinker in the Miriwinni pub suggested to me
that he would like to know what the fence would be
made of. A lady at the Gordonvale centenary said to
me that that was the silliest idea that she had heard
since Joh tried to make cars run on water. Another
bloke in the Canegrowers suggested that perhaps
we could collect the dung and use it as fertiliser for
cane. What will we see next? Leopards lounging
around the lagoons in Laura? Hippos hovering
around Hughenden? Wildebeest wandering Winton?
What about giraffes gambolling around Gogango?
What about the ultimate prospect of unicorns
unwinding out at Urandangi? For goodness' sake!
What a splendid idea that would be. The Minister
should change his name to Captain Cook, because
he piloted a scheme similar to the Minister's 200
years ago when he dropped off a couple of pigs at
Cooktown. What a roaring success that was!

The fact of the matter is that the Minister does
not seem to understand that we have moved on
since the days of cancer quacks in Queensland, the
jojoba bean nonsense and bringing people in with
names like Milan Brych. Joh had a fascination with
those sorts of people. The Minister should do
himself a favour. He should get back up there and
grow his beard again. He was appreciated up there.
He should save the people of Queensland from the
continuing lunacy. The funniest thing that | have ever
seen in my life was the Minister sticking his nose in
with that rhino. It was crazy and it showed just how
stupid the Minister really is. | really believe that he
should do himself a favour and get back up there.

Time expired.

Land Transactions by Member for Chatsworth

Mr CONNOR (Nerang) (10.16 a.m.): | rise to
speak in relation to land dealings of the member for
Chatsworth. He has told today's Courier-Mail that he
had advised the grand daughter of the woman from
whom he purchased a house to apply for a home in
the Ipswich suburb of Riverview, where there were
no waiting lists, which was why she received
approval on the same day that she applied. That is
simply not true. | table a letter signed on behalf of
the manager of the area office at Ipswich dated 24
August 1995, the very day the grand daughter
applied for and received her Housing Commission
three-bedroom home.

That letter shows clearly that the grand
daughter was entitled to only a two—I repeat:
two—bedroom home, and that she would have to
wait two months for a home. Why was a letter
produced saying that she was entitled to only a two-
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bedroom home in two months' time when she
received a three-bedroom home the same day?
Clearly, the member for Chatsworth has misled the
public. Clearly, this is an admission that he personally
intervened when he was Minister. That is a gross
conflict of interest and possibly official misconduct.

Mr MACKENROTH: I rise to a point of order. |
take objection to that. It is untrue and | ask for it to
be withdrawn. | did not intervene in anything.

Mr CONNOR: The document is here.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member
has found the remark offensive.

Mr  CONNOR: | withdraw anything that he
finds offensive.

Youth Unemployment

Hon. P. J. BRADDY (Kedron) (10.17 a.m.):
Under Labor, Queensland had a proud record of
making programs available for the young
unemployed. We all have  suffered the
embarrassment this week of a conservative leader,
the ACT Chief Minister, Kate Carnell, attacking
Queensland on the basis of the abandonment of the
unemployed, particularly the young unemployed, by
the Borbidge/Sheldon Government. Under Labor,
over $13m was put aside for labour programs; it has
fallen to half a million dollars a year under this
Government.

Under Labor, Queensland led Australia in terms
of the programs available on the dollars per
population in terms of those unemployed at over $83
per head. We have now fallen to a situation in which
this  Government apportions only $3.35 per
unemployed person in this State for labour programs
of that type. The situation is supposedly explained
by the incompetent Treasurer of this State on the
basis that we do not want bandaid programs. Every
other State spends at least $40 per head on those
sorts of programs for the unemployed. Perhaps that
could be understood if this State had done well in
terms of employment rates. What has occurred under
this Government is that unemployment has risen.
Currently, Queensland and South Australia alternate
as the two worst mainland States in terms of
unemployment rates. At the same time as that has
occurred, this Government has cut labour programs
to a shameful $3.35 per head for those who are
unemployed. This Government is setting about a
program similar to the United States.

Time expired.

Papaya Fruit Fly

Mr ROWELL (Hinchinbrook) (10.19 a.m.): The
Department of Primary Industries' Papaya Fruit Fly
Task Force is achieving heartening results in the fight
to eradicate the pest. As expected during the cooler
months, fly numbers are extremely low. In the past
month, very few flies have been detected. Recently
in a typical week, of the 982 fruit samples collected
from the 492 sites, no flies were detected.

Areas in far-north Queensland previously known
as hot spots—places where the fly has been
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prevalent—are also coming under control. In mid
June, one papaya fruit fly was found at Palm Cove
north of Cairns, which is located close to the
problem area at Ellis Beach. Another fly was trapped
at Ellis Beach itself. Ellis Beach continues to cause
some concern. However, an area of native
passionfruit, which has been discovered recently,
may prove to be the host of the papaya fruit fly.
Should that plant prove to be the host, measures can
be adopted to rectify the problem.

In an effort to keep local householders fully up
to date with the eradication effort, the department is
endeavouring to organise letter drops to explain why
spot treatments are to be carried out. That has taken
place recently in the Mowbray Valley, which is
located just south of Port Douglas where a number
of flies have been found. Control measures have
reached the point at which the Papaya Fruit Fly Task
Force has decided to cut chemical treatment in areas
throughout far-north Queensland. On 3 July, spot
treatments in the area from the North Mossman River
northwards, including Cow Bay, Cooktown, around
Mount Molloy, Mount Carbine and south of Rocky
Creek, taking in Atherton and Tolga on the Atherton
Tableland, ceased until further notice.

Time expired.

Gill Netting; Dugong

Mr NUNN (Hervey Bay) (10.21 a.m.): The
Federal Minister for the Environment, Senator Robert
Hill, is proposing a blanket ban on gill netting over
most of the Queensland coast, including the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park and most of Hervey Bay.
Senator Hill has taken advice from the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park Authority, but has failed to consult
with the people who will be most affected by this,
that is, the hardworking professional fishermen of
Queensland. As a result of the lack of balance in the
evidence presented to him, to put it mildly, the
Minister has been misled. As soon as | became aware
of the situation, | organised for a delegation to meet
the Minister for Primary Industries, Mr Trevor Perrett,
who | must say gave the fishermen a genuine and
largely sympathetic hearing.

The rationale behind Senator Hill's apparent
position is the threat of extinction of the dugong
which inhabit the seagrass beds off the coast of
Queensland. In contrast to Senator Hill's position, it
is the opinion of the fishermen that rather than
imposing a blanket ban, more consultation should
take place so that both the fishing industry and the
dugong can be saved. | am pleased to say that, in a
show of good faith at yesterday's meeting, the
fishermen have volunteered to close a significant part
of the Hervey Bay fishery. They recognise the
dugong problem and they are prepared to give up
the one area in which they claim to come into conflict
with the dugong. They have also offered to make
important concessions with regard to the use of set
nets, especially in areas which are known to be
inhabited by dugong.

It is important that Senator Hill take a step back
and conduct a thorough investigation into the cause
of dugong deaths in Queensland fisheries. The
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fishermen are prepared to change some of their
practices. This is a genuine attempt on their part to
save Queensland's dugong population.

Personally, | support any action that will
preserve the dugong herd and at the same time
ensure the preservation of one of Hervey Bay's most
important industries and the resultant effect on our
already precarious unemployment situation. The
matter of compensation also comes into it and the
ramifications of that are horrendous. That will relate
not only to the fishermen and those who process fish
but also to the suppliers of fuel and people who work
in the tourism industry.

Fire Risk

Mr ELLIOTT (Cunningham) (10.23 a.m.): | wish
to bring to the attention of the House and the people
of Queensland the potential disaster facing large
areas of Queensland. Many areas of Queensland
which have received good summer rains following
long periods of drought are now covered in grass. A
lot of those areas have been destocked or have
hardly any stock on them. Consequently, those large
areas of grass have created potential fuel for a fire.

Some areas are only six weeks away from
experiencing the dry storms. Therefore, we face
unprecedented problems. Owing to the disastrous
economic circumstances in which many people in
regional areas find themselves, many properties have
been deserted. For example, | can tell members of
one person who is caretaking eight properties, and
they are all large properties. As soon as the dry
storms start, we will see unprecedented disaster.

Because of the circumstances that exist in
those areas, the graders on many of those properties
have broken down or people do not have the money
to put fuel in them. Whether we like it or not, there is
going to be a need to draw on the assistance of local
authorities and contractors, and Government funding
will be necessary to enable the building of these
firebreaks. If people are not careful, we will see a
disaster such as the Ash Wednesday fires occurring
in Queensland. Queensland will burn from one end to
the other.

| believe that many people who live on the
coast and who are in the bush fire brigades would be
more than happy to go out to those deserted
properties, put in tracks with graders, back-burn and
make certain that there are firebreaks throughout the
area. | know that the Minister is aware of this
problem. 1 have brought it to his attention. A
committee is actually looking into the problem.

Mt. Gravatt Showgrounds Trust

Ms SPENCE (Mount Gravatt) (10.25 a.m.):
Yesterday's Courier-Mail highlighted the problems of
the Mt. Gravatt Showgrounds Trust. In attempting to
justify the member for Mansfield's shameful
behaviour in using trust funds to secure contract
work for his own family, the trust chairman, a
prominent Liberal identity, stated that the member for
Mansfield was the only politician to show an interest
in the trust.
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| ask members to imagine how offensive that
untrue comment was to me! On many occasions in
this Parliament | have spoken about the
showgrounds and the trust. | have a thick file of
correspondence that | have written on behalf of the
trust and last Saturday week | gave four hours of my
time to judge the Miss Mount Gravatt Showgirl
competition. | take an active and enthusiastic interest
in all of the activities at my local showgrounds.
During the period of the Labor Government,
Ministers Tom Burns and Bob Gibbs and Lord Mayor
Jim Soorley all attended and officially opened the
show. We have yet to see a Liberal Party or a
National Party Minister do so.

In one year alone—in 1995, which was during
the term of the Labor Government—over $250,000
was given to improve the showgrounds buildings.
That performance should be compared to the dismal
performance of Mr Carroll, who has tried to get
money out of his own Government to make capital
works improvements to the showgrounds. | table the
begging letter that the member for Mansfield wrote
to Minister McCauley and her firm refusal to him.
Obviously, the member for Mansfield has no
influence over the funding decisions of the
Government's Ministers. He holds a marginal seat, yet
the Government will not give him anything.

However, the Government is also prepared to
see the Mount Gravatt area lose its only youth
development officer. It was disappointing to me to
learn that the trust could not find $14,000 to keep its
part of an agreement with the State Government to
continue funding the youth worker, yet it could find
over $110,000 to fund employment projects for the
family of the member for Mansfield.

Food Imports

Mr STEPHAN (Gympie) (10.27 a.m.): | refer to
an article in today's Courier-Mail which contains
comments by the director of Nestle that give the
impression that food imports threaten Australia's
economy. In that article, the director of Nestle
stated—

"Australian food producers must improve
productivity or lose market share to imports."

He stated further—

"Australian-based companies needed to
grow exports into major growth regions, such
as Asia, and prevent losing ground to food
imports."”

In that regard, | take this opportunity to congratulate
Mr Doug Slack, the Minister for Economic
Development and Trade, on the work that he has
been doing in developing export markets for our
products. Queensland has the ability to produce fruit
and vegetables, milk and milk products for export.

Last year, in a trade delegation to Asia, it
became obvious to me that an export market for
those products could develop and that all that was
needed was for that market to be opened up.
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Morningside Juvenile Aid Bureau

Mr PURCELL (Bulimba) (10.29 a.m.): | wish to
bring to the attention of the House the good work
being done by officers of the Queensland Police
Service, in particular two plain clothes officers based
at the Juvenile Aid Bureau at the Morningside Police
Station.

| refer to Plain Clothes Constables Kathleen
Stones and Samantha Ramsamy, who have recently
been commended by way of a letter of appreciation.
On 20 March 1997, an offender was arrested in
relation to the crime of robbery with actual violence,
which was committed on that day at Bulimba. The
offender was refused bail and lodged at the Sir Leslie
Wilson Youth Detention Centre. He was located
originally by Senior Constable Phil Lynagh and
Constable Ann Manson, who are stationed at the
Morningside Police Station.

The offender, along with other local juveniles,
had been suspected of committing property-related
offences such as breaking and entering. Previously,
the offender had been profiled by staff of the
Morningside Juvenile Aid Bureau and had been
charged in relation to a small number of
offences—breaking and entering, stealing and
trespassing—but had never been fingerprinted. As a
result of further investigations and an interview with
the  suspected offender by Plain Clothes
Constables——

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Time has expired.

Mr  PURCELL: Mr Speaker, | ask the
indulgence of the House to have the rest of my
speech incorporated in Hansard.

Mr GRICE (Broadwater) (10.30 a.m.): | move—
"That the document be tabled."

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Leave is granted. It will
be incorporated in Hansard.

. Kathleen Stones and Samantha Ramsamy, the
offender admitted several property offences in the
Morningside Division.

After further investigations by Constables Stones
and Ramsamy and assistance from Senior
Constable Matt Grafton from South Brisbane District
Intelligence Office, the offender admitted a number
of further offences and volunteered information
implicating other juvenile offenders.

Further information regarding offenders responsible
for offences in Nambour was also obtained and
referred to local police. Information was also
obtained regarding a local drug dealer.

On 18 April 1997, the offender was arrested by Plain
Clothes Constable Stones and charged with a total
of 109 charges, mainly within the Morningside Police
Division.

The rate of reported crime within the Morningside
Police Division has reduced significantly since the
apprehension of the offender.

Another offender currently being investigated by
Plain Clothes Constables Steve West and Corrine
Brown is expected to be charged with over 25
counts of break/enter and unlawful use of motor
vehicle.

The confession made by the first offender charged
and the information supplied to police by him are a
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result of some determined investigative police work
conducted by Plain Clothes Constables Stones and
Ramsamy who are both relatively junior in service
and their commitment and dedication in this
instance clearly warranted commendation.

Inspector "Monty" retired last night. | wish him well
after a very distinguished career in the Queensland
Police Service. He was a mate to the good guys and
sorted out the baddies.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Public Disagreements Between Ministers

Mr BEATTIE (10.30 am): | refer the Premier to
the Treasurer's ministerial office memo, which | table,
that was leaked to our office concerning his crisis
meeting with senior advisers on 1 July 1997 and that
warned against leaks to the media and asked advisers
to assist in avoiding public disagreements between
Ministers. | point out that point 11 says, "No public
disagreements between Ministers". | ask: given the
public brawling between the Treasurer and the
Minister for Health over abortion clinics and funding
for rape crisis centres, the public disagreements
between the Treasurer and the Minister for Mines
and Energy over privatisation, the public brawling
over the prostitution review and the public
disagreements about sending senior public servants
to London, would the Premier outline to the
Parliament how he will avoid those public
disagreements, or does he agree with point 7 of the
memo that states that Ministers "Have to 'sell what
the Government has done and what we're doing
because nobody knows about it"'?

Mr BORBIDGE: | thought that this morning
the Leader of the Opposition might have apologised
to the Parliament for misleading the House yesterday
in respect to drinks and food on the gravy train. As
of this morning, | have not been advised that the
Labor Party has repaid the taxpayers $2,775——

Mr BEATTIE: | rise to a point of order. The
Premier is misleading the House. That bill was paid
yesterday.

Mr SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the
Opposition has made his point.

Mr BORBIDGE: The cheque is in the mail! |
would have thought that the Leader of the
Opposition would have done the right thing and
apologised to the House over the deception that he
tried to perpetrate in this place yesterday when he
said that the allegations that | made in this Parliament
were incorrect and, | think, were a lie. He was caught
out. He had a lovely old time on the gravy train at a
cost of $2,775. It is interesting, because one of the
criticisms that the Leader of the Opposition made of
the Director-General of Public Works and Housing
was that he would not have paid the money back if
he had not been caught out. | will just have to accept
that the Leader of the Opposition is an honourable
man, that it was a genuine mistake and that he would
have paid the bill if he had not been found out.

In respect of the various matters raised by the
Leader of the Opposition, | say to him that, on key
issues confronting the future of this State, the
Government has done more in 16 months than Labor
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did in six long years. Whether it be in education, law
and order, health, roads or hospitals, this
Government has done more.

Mr Hamill: Don't talk about jobs.

Mr BORBIDGE: The man who would be
Leader of the Opposition interjects about jobs. We
are leading Australia in job creation. He talks about
unity. This morning when the Minister for Primary
Industries made a ministerial statement about the
dugong and the shadow Minister for Environment
ridiculed the Minister across the Chamber, one of the
group from up the back, the member for Hervey Bay,
essentially supported the Minister. In respect of the
privatisation of the TAB, the attitude of the former
Minister for Racing, Mr Gibbs, has been at odds with
that of the Leader of the Opposition. We still do not
know what their policy is in respect of the
privatisation of the TAB. Let us look at rhinos. The
Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition support the Minister for Tourism,
Small Business and Industry while the member for
Whitsunday, the shadow Minister for Tourism, says
that she wants the rhino park in Bowen. She is going
to South Africa to talk to President Mandela because
she wants the rhino park in Bowen.

Mr BEATTIE: | rise to a point of order. The
Premier has made an outrageous allegation to the
House and | seek for it to be withdrawn. The
allegation that the Deputy Leader and |——

Government members interjected.

Mr BEATTIE: Mr Speaker, this should be
heard in silence! The thought that the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition and | would support the Minister
for Tourism is outrageous. | ask for that statement to
be withdrawn.

Mr  SPEAKER: Order!
mistake.

Mr BORBIDGE: If it makes the Leader of the
Opposition feel better, we do not need his support.
The fact is that while the Leader of the Opposition
and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition have been
engaging in a political safari against the Minister for
Tourism, Small Business and Industry, such is the
cohesion and unity on the Labor side of the House
that the shadow Minister, the person who would be
Minister for Tourism, supports the initiative of
Minister Davidson. In regard to the reopening of the
Orchid Beach airstrip, which has been condemned
by honourable members opposite, we have released
details——

Mr GIBBS: | rise to a point of order. | am the
shadow Minister for Tourism and at no time have |
supported Mr Davidson on this particular issue.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
order.

Mr BORBIDGE: | have learnt something: | did
not know who the shadow Minister for Tourism was!
Now we know. | thank the honourable member for
informing the House of that fact. That is news to all
of us.

Honourable members opposite criticised the
Government  for  implementing an  election
commitment in regard to reopening the Orchid Beach

It was a genuine
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airstrip. The member for Hervey Bay was also critical
of the Government until we produced a bit of
correspondence from him to former Minister Barton
asking the former Labor Government to reconsider
its closure. The performance of the Opposition
speaks for itself.

Censure of Premier and Treasurer

Mr BEATTIE: In view of the unprecedented
censure last night of the Premier and the Treasurer
over the Suncorp/Metway matter, will the Treasurer
now apologise on behalf of her Treasury officials and
herself to the Parliament, and to the member for
Gladstone for misleading her, or is she so arrogant
and out of touch that she will continue to snub her
nose at parliamentary tradition?

Mrs  SHELDON: | thank the honourable
member for his question and | ask him a question in
return: will he apologise for the farce he perpetrated
in this House yesterday which took up the valuable
time of the Parliament? The community expects
better——

Mr Hamill: Show a bit of humility for a change.

Mrs SHELDON: The member should just settle
down.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | warn the honourable
member for Ipswich under Standing Order 123A.

Mrs SHELDON: The matter has been
resolved, but the question of the credibility of the
Leader of the Opposition has not been resolved.

Leader of the Opposition, Suncorp-Metway Ltd

Mr SPRINGBORG: | direct a question to the
Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for The Arts.
As she would be aware, the Australian Financial
Review has never been an apologist for the
Queensland coalition Government in relation to the
merger of Suncorp, Metway and the QIDC. | ask: will
the Treasurer outline to the House what the
publication says today about the interventionist
stance of the Opposition Leader, Mr Beattie, on the
issue of Metway's fees?

Mrs  SHELDON: | thank the honourable
member for his very good question. It is very
important that the House and the people of
Queensland know exactly what the financial press
thinks of the Leader of the Opposition. The
newspapers have called him a political hypocrite. It
would be fair to say that the Australian Financial
Review has not been an apologist for the coalition
Government, but it has certainly hit the nail on the
head when it comes to its observation that the
Leader of the Opposition is playing politics, which is
what he did in this House yesterday. Over the past
three days, he has played politics over the airwaves,
on television and in the print media. Today, the
Australian Financial Review labelled the Leader of the
Opposition a political hypocrite. | wish to share some
of its words with the House. It is obvious that the
Leader of the Opposition has also made himself a
laughing stock in financial circles.
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Mr  Mackenroth: Do you believe everything
you read in the paper?

Mrs  SHELDON: The member would be
amazed at the phone calls to my office from the
business community over the past two days. Those
callers have said that any shred of credibility that the
Leader of the Opposition had in the business
community has gone. The business community does
not believe in a Government that intervenes in private
business activities, and nor should it.

The headline in the Australian Financial Review
reads "Political hypocrisy in Metway attack”, and the
article states—

"What has now caused such turmoil north
of the Tweed is a demand from Opposition
Leader Peter Beattie that 'as the major
shareholder in Suncorp-Metway, the State
Government should ensure that pensioners are
exempt from any fees or charges for their

accounts'.
The Australian Financial Review goes on to state—

“(In fact, they are if they have a Metway
Pensioner Savings Account).”

It seems like we are seeing more political
grandstanding and lies from the Leader of the
Opposition.

Mr SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs SHELDON: Untruths.

The article then quotes the Opposition Leader
as stating—

"Under previous governments, Suncorp
used to pride itself on having no fees or
charges."

According to the Australian Financial Review—

"These comments would indicate that
Beattie is asking Treasurer Joan Sheldon to use
the Government's shareholding muscle to
intervene in the policy decisions of a publicly
listed banking institution."”

The Australian Financial Review goes on to state that
a year ago the Opposition Leader—

"... was warning that the Government's decision
to gazump an agreed merger between St
George Bank and Metway, and instead
engineer its own merger of Metway, Suncorp
and the QIDC risked the creation of another
State bank a la Victoria or South Australia.”

The Australian Financial Review also states—

"... any deposit-taking institution with $19 billion
in assets in July 1997 that doesn't regularly
review fees and charges, risks undermining
already thin margins in return for account
volume of dubious quality."

Around the nation, the Opposition Leader's
comments are sending a clear message to the
business community that the Queensland Labor
Government is prepared to use its political muscle to
intervene in the policy decisions of publicly listed
companies. That is going down very well in the
boardrooms of the State and nation! That is a
message on which the Opposition Leader will be

Questions Without Notice

2453

judged very harshly, as he deserves. | point out to
the Leader of the Opposition, Mr Beattie, that when
he indulges in political grandstanding and scoring
cheap political points, his actions will come home to
roost. That is certainly what has happened in this
case. The Opposition Leader, Mr Beattie, is not the
social rationalist that he claims to be; he is just an
irrational socialist.

Member for Mansfield

Mr ELDER: | direct a question to the Treasurer.
| refer to the claims by the member for Mansfield
yesterday that allegations in the Courier-Mail about
the caretaker at the Mount Gravatt Showgrounds, his
former brother-in-law, Gary Thompson, related to a
period after his election when he was no longer a
member of the trust. | also refer to the allegations in
yesterday's Courier-Mail concerning the caretaker.
The first was that Mr Carroll requested that quotes
be obtained to build a flat at the showgrounds for the
caretaker. That request was made at a meeting of the
trust in September 1995, and | table the minutes of
that meeting showing that Mr Carroll was the
chairman. The second allegation referred to a letter
from Mr Carroll as a member of Parliament
recommending extra income for Mr Thompson, and |
also table that letter. As there was no misleading
allegation in relation to Mr Thompson and the major
allegation related to a period while Mr Carroll was the
chair of the trust, contrary to his assurance to this
House yesterday, | ask: what action will the Treasurer
take to show some leadership as Liberal Party Leader
to discipline the member for Mansfield, and will she
as leader refer his misleading of this House to the
Privileges Committee?

Mrs SHELDON: The Mt. Gravatt
Showgrounds Trust does not come under my
ministerial responsibility.

Queensland Health Capital Works Program

Mr CARROLL: Will the Minister for Health
please outline the completed expenditure status of
the Queensland Health 1996-97 capital works
program?

Mr HORAN: If anything demonstrates the way
in which this Labor Opposition has been devastated
by the success of the coalition Government it is the
answer to this question. Over the past few months,
the Opposition Leader, the Deputy Leader, the
shadow Treasurer, Mr Hamill, and the member for
Mount Coot-tha have been swanning around saying
that the capital works budget has not yet been
expended. They think that the financial year ends at
the end of April or March. Those are the sorts of
dates they have been citing.

Let us go back a touch in history to see what
we inherited in capital works. | have told this House
over and over again that there was a $1.2 billion
blow-out between what the Labor Government had
promised and what it could deliver. It had no cash to
pay for the hospitals that it was promising around the
State. Then we saw the disgraceful hijacking by the
Opposition Leader, when he was Health Minister, of
$34m from the Hospital Rebuilding Fund to
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overcome the $34m black hole that he was going to
leave behind in the budget. That was only part of the
hole that he was leaving behind. That $34m was
probably for the Caboolture Hospital or some other
hospital, but we made sure that it remained in place.

For the 1996-97 year, we had $295m to spend
on capital works, specialist equipment, information
technology and minor capital works. We had only
nine months in which to spend it, because the
Budget came down in September. | express my
gratitude and thanks to the hardworking people in
Queensland Health, because that entire $295m has
been spent. In fact, we have spent $300.7m. That
has created jobs in over 50 parts of Queensland. At
50 different centres, major hospital and community
health construction is going ahead.

The people of Queensland are amazed that this
Government can deliver so many promises and so
much work and construction in town after town, with
no new charges or taxes. We are doing that without
imposing any new taxes or charges. We are doing
that with increased funding made possible through
the efficiency and new functionality of the completed
buildings that we have put in place. Unlike Labor, we
are not building half-hospitals or no hospitals, we are
delivering real hospitals that are fully funded and paid
for. At the same time, we are delivering jobs for
people.

Recently, | had the pleasure of inspecting a
number of sites around Queensland. In particular, |
inspected the Royal Brisbane Hospital, which is right
in the middle of the Leader of the Opposition's
electorate. If he cared to go down there, he would
see that three major projects are under way. He
would see about 200 tradesmen, workers,
subcontractors, truckies and concrete truck drivers
who are all getting work and real cash in their
pockets to take home to feed their families.

The Opposition can go to any site it chooses. It
should go to Thursday Island and see the three local
apprentices working on the project up there. Later
on, we will be opening Stage 1 of that project and
the community health centre, as well as the
community health centres on Badu and Boigu
Islands. The Opposition should go to Cairns and see
the work that is under way there. As Mr Hamill stands
on the veranda of his colonial on the hill, right under
his nose below him concrete trucks are travelling up
and down the road to the projects at the Ipswich
Hospital. We are well into that $75m project. That is
taking place right under his nose. It is all happening.

Mr HAMILL: | rise to a point of order. | do not
have a colonial on the hill and, furthermore, $3 billion
should have been spent last year which was not
spent.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
order.

Mr  HORAN: The shadow Treasurer is well
aware that the work at Ipswich would not have gone
ahead under Labor, because there was no cash to
pay the workers. It overpromised by $1.2 billion.
What would Labor have cut out—Ipswich,
Caboolture, Maryborough or Cairns? We made sure
that they all went ahead.
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An Opposition member interjected.

Mr HORAN: The member knows that Noosa is
costing nothing because it is being built by private
enterprise.

In the coming year $554m will be spent on
capital works wunder the Queensland Hospitals
Rebuilding Program—the largest program ever
undertaken across Australia. One can imagine the
new hospitals that will be put in place and the jobs
that will be created. What upsets the Labor
Opposition is that we are creating jobs. Earlier we
heard the member for Kedron talk about mickey
mouse schemes. He does not want to see us building
hospitals and having apprentices, subbies,
tradesmen and contractors getting work, people
working at the batching plants and steel fixers
getting work. What he wants to see is people doing
abseiling and confidence courses and painting rocks.
He does not want to see real work. We are providing
real jobs in Queensland.

Mr T. B. Sullivan: Five minutes!

Mr HORAN: Right under the nose of the
member for Chermside we have the demolition and
construction being undertaken at Prince Charles
Hospital.

Mr T. B. Sullivan: Eighteen months late.

Mr  SPEAKER: Order!
Chermside!

Mr T. B. Sullivan:
Speaker.

Mr  SPEAKER: Order! The member is
provoking me, so | now warn him under Standing
Order 123A.

Mr HORAN: All I can say is that the coalition
Government has the runs on the board. | estimate
that by the end of this financial year we will be at
least half a billion dollars ahead of the Labor program.
That is half a billion dollars of works which will
provide jobs and hospitals that would not have been
there under Labor. As | said, the coalition
Government has the runs on the board. $295m worth
of capital works for 1996-97—all spent, all
happening. That is about $100m more than would
have happened under Labor. All the members of the
Opposition who have scurrilously claimed that those
funds would not be spent should hang their heads in
shame. All they try to do is white-ant Queensland and
destroy confidence in this great State.

The member for

He provoked me, Mr

Mt. Gravatt Showgrounds Trust

Ms SPENCE: | refer the Minister for
Emergency Services and Sport to his assurances
yesterday that he would investigate allegations
concerning breaches of section 10(1) of the Mt
Gravatt Showgrounds Act by the member for
Mansfield in the granting of contracts worth tens of
thousands of dollars to members of his family by the
Mt. Gravatt Showgrounds Trust. In particular, | refer
the Minister to the awarding of contracts to G.
Boughton & Associates for mowing and the fact that
G. Boughton & Associates is neither a registered
business name in Queensland nor an incorporated
company. | now table a letter from the chairman of
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the Mt. Gravatt Showgrounds Trust to G. Boughton
& Associates at the member's home address. | ask:
will the Minister now forward the matter to the
Criminal Justice Commission to investigate breaches
of the Act by the member for Mansfield in relation to
benefits from mowing contracts, especially
considering that the trust sent cheques for G.
Boughton & Associates to the member's home
address?

Mr  VEIVERS: | have to say, "Tut-tut." |
informed the House yesterday—and obviously the
member for Mount Gravatt was not listening—that |
would discuss this matter with my director-general
and department. That is happening. | have nothing
further to add.

Information Technology in Education Sector

Mr  WOOLMER: | ask the Minister for
Education: can he please inform the House how the
new information technology initiatives outlined in his
ministerial statement this morning will benefit
Queenslanders, especially when compared with the
previous Government's lack of IT initiatives for
Queensland schools and communities?

Mr  QUINN: | thank the honourable member for
his question and, at the outset, acknowledge his
interest in information technology and the work that
he is doing on behalf of the Government in
progressing several very key initiatives that the
Government is putting in place. As | said in the

ministerial  statement, there is a significant
commitment by this Government to information
technology usage within our schooling

system—almost $100m this year. In my opinion, that
will take our schooling system to the forefront in
terms of the use of IT in schools across Australia. To
a large extent it will eliminate the tyranny of distance
which has in the past prevented our department from
providing high quality educational programs to
students right across Queensland, wherever they
may live and whatever their particular circumstances.

| was particularly interested in and somewhat
dismayed by comments by the Opposition that
Queensland was in danger of falling behind in the IT
race in terms of using that sort of technology in our
schools. | asked my department to make some
comparisons to see how we were travelling in terms
of the expenditure that the previous Government put
in place and whether in fact we were falling behind.
There is no doubt that if the Labor Party had
continued in office we certainly would have been
falling behind in terms of IT usage in our schools. It
has been this Government that has ramped up
expenditure on IT in our schools, to the point at
which we are now in a position to claim that we are
going to proceed to put in place one of the most
sophisticated, one of the most complex but also one
of the most beneficial systems to Queensland
students, no matter which schools they attend.

Some of the figures are very interesting. When
one considers what the Labor Party had been doing
in its term of office, one gets some idea of the
enormous commitment that this Government has
made in terms of IT expenditure within our schools.
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For instance, in the last Budget handed down by
Labor in 1995-96, IT expenditure in schools was
$24m. In this Budget, our IT expenditure in schools
is more than double that—$56m.

Mr Bredhauer: How much of that is rollovers?

Mr QUINN: Even if one takes into account
$12m of rollover funds, we are still almost double the
expenditure of the Labor Party in its last term of
office. If one extends that further and goes back two
years and examines the school-related expenditure in
IT—in 1994-95 and 1995-96, Labor had a total
expenditure of $34m. In our two Budgets, 1996-97
and 1997-98, we have committed $73m—again, more
than double what the Labor Party was spending on
IT in school-related initiatives. But if one looks at the
overall total information technology funding within
Education, again we have committed more than
double the amount committed by Labor. In the last
two years of Labor's term, it committed $78m in terms
of expenditure. In its two Budgets the coalition
Government has committed $143m—roughly double
again. As can be seen, it has been this Government
that has taken information technology in our schools
to the forefront in terms of new initiatives. It is this
Government that is making sure that we will not fall
behind. For the Opposition to claim that Queensland
was in danger of falling behind is simply hypocritical.
If the Labor Party was in power, there is no doubt
that we would have been miles behind and
continuing to fall miles behind.

At the end of the day, the enormous investment
that this Government is putting into IT initiatives
within our schools will benefit every student across
the State, no matter where they live. We have made
the commitment that all schools should be connected
to the Internet—not just the metropolitan schools,
not just the schools along the eastern seaboard
where it is easy to provide those services, but all
schools throughout Queensland—so that students,
no matter where they live in this State, will have
equal opportunities to participate in those sorts of
high-tech initiatives and have delivered to them
quality education—the innovative programs that this
sort of technology will allow us to deliver. | think this
is an enormous and exciting initiative for this State
Government and one which will benefit all students,
no matter where they live in Queensland.

Activities of Prisoners on Day Release

Mr BARTON: | refer the Minister for Police
and Corrective Services to a further wild sex romp in
Queensland prisons under his administration where a
bus load of prisoners visited the Gold Coast for a
barbecue as part of Lifers Day. During the day a
convicted murderer, who was also caught by police
driving at high speed in a Corrective Services
vehicle and who is reportedly having an affair with a
female prison officer, left the party for a romantic
liaison with a senior female Police Service employee.
| ask: in view of the Minister's promise to get tough
on prisoners convicted of serious offences, including
the sacking of the previous Parole Board, how can
he plausibly explain these events, and can he
guarantee this House that he is running an effective
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prison system instead of a Corrective Services

Melrose Place?

Mr COOPER: | wish | could say that the
member opposite actually composed the wording of
that question himself. He can paint these things into
terrific pictures. | happen to have been briefed on
that matter about three weeks ago. We wanted to
allow the police to do their job, which they have
done and done extremely well.

Mr Elder: Which job?

Mr COOPER: Do not be rude about it. We
have to try to be serious about these things. But let
us not forget that | knew this sort of thing would
tickle his fancy. | am talking about the member for
Waterford—not mine, his. A few weeks ago he was
sniffing around the alleged brothels around Brisbane.
He was sniffing around at night-time trying to
shanghai journalists into going with him.

Mr BARTON: | rise to a point of order. If the
Minister is inferring that | was seen around brothels,
that is totally untrue and offensive, and | demand that
it be withdrawn.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member
has found the remarks offensive.

Mr COOPER: | will withdraw. | am sorry to
spoil his fun. It is honestly the sort of thing that he is
into. | reckon he will jump at this. He will love this; he
will love every bit of it. But as far as the actual issue
is concerned, yes, there are human beings involved
in the prison system, just as there are in here and
elsewhere around the place. It is amazing as far as—

Mrs Edmond interjected.

Mr COOPER: As far as the honourable
member is concerned, she is okay. She should not
worry about it.

As far as the issue of humanity, human frailty,
sexuality and those sorts of things are concerned, |
am amazed at the sorts of things that have occurred,
especially when the member opposite was in
Government. When we put human beings together,
be they in gaol or not, amazingly these things are
going to occur. It is incredible how they do. It is
amazing. It does really surprise us, but it does
happen from time to time. As far as | am concerned in
this instance, if the honourable member opposite
wants any guarantees that male and female are not
going to get together occasionally, he is kidding
himself. He can give all the guarantees he likes, | will
go with humanity because that is the way it is, the
way it has been for hundreds of years and the way it
always will be.

As far as the issue is concerned, it is how we
deal with it. It is all credit to the Corrective Services
Commission and the CSIU, because the moment this
was drawn to their attention they brought in the
police.

Mr Barton: Drew it to their attention! They did
it!
Mr COOPER: The CSIU?

Mr Barton: The
Commission.

Corrective  Services
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Mr  COOPER: The Corrective Services
Commission did not do it. That was a couple of
individuals, my friend. Would the honourable member
like a further brief? | have never seen the QCSC
copulating with prisoners. Is that what he is talking
about now?

Mr Barton: At least one of them is.

Mr COOPER: What flights of fancy is the
honourable member going to get into next? What a
stupid arrangement. As far as the issue is concerned,
the QCSC moved immediately. It had the CSIU
immediately start surveillance. It brought in the
Queensland Police Service and both operated
extremely well because they caught all the offenders.
All the offenders have been dealt with. As far as | am
concerned, just as it used to happen in the past and
will happen again, anything like that will be dealt with
in the most severe way because, as far as we are
concerned, it is not on. That does not mean to say
that it is not going to happen again. Even people like
the member opposite, whom most people would
have given up on long ago, have a chance.

Taylor Made Marketing

Mr RADKE: | ask the Minister for Tourism,
Small Business and Industry: can he inform the
House of the validity of the allegations regarding a
Mr Peter Taylor made yesterday by the member for
Bundamba?

Mr  DAVIDSON: | thank the member for his
question. Yesterday in this House the member for
Bundamba asked me, "Is it true that the owner of
Taylor Made Marketing, Peter Taylor, has legal links
to the Chancellor group?" The owner of Taylor Made
Marketing is Mr Richard John Taylor. We have done
a Dun & Bradstreet search. | had my staff ring Mr
Richard Taylor, the owner of Taylor Made, who
yesterday said that he does not know a Mr Peter
Taylor, he is not related to a Mr Peter Taylor, and he
has never had any business interest with a Mr Peter
Taylor.

The member for Bundamba is now just
fabricating information and is disgracing himself. The
member has made a number of false allegations in
this House. He has no credibility and no interest in
Queensland. If it he wants to make further
allegations, let him produce documented evidence
before he makes a fool of himself.

Carramar Centre, North Ward

Mr  SMITH: | refer the Minister for Families to
the contradictory statements that he has made to the
residents of North Ward about the Carramar facility in
North Ward, Townsville, and | ask: when is he going
to give local residents a straight answer about the
centre's future; can he tell us why the Premier's
representative in north Queensland, the member for
Burdekin, had to disown him and his evasive answers
on the centre; and is this not yet another example of
Government disunity as evidenced by the memo in
circulation?

Mr LINGARD: A very prominent ALP official in
Townsville said that he would not support the ALP
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because for six years the Labor Party did absolutely
nothing to try to improve the situation in Hanran Park.
The only thing it did was allow a senior department
official to go up there before the last by-election and
try to improve the situation for its ALP candidate. But
over six years it did absolutely nothing.

Mr Elder: Be careful.

Mr LINGARD: | thought | was very careful in
my comment that absolutely nothing happened in six
years until after the local government elections,
because | did not want the whole matter to come up
during the local government elections. Within two or
three months | personally went up there to promote a
diversionary centre concept. | have always said to
Townsville that | am not impressed with a
diversionary centre where many Aboriginal and
Islander people go in there every afternoon, get a
free meal at night, get free accommodation, go out
the next morning but still continue to go back. | do
not support that concept of a diversionary centre,
but | do support an overall diversionary concept.

In Townsville this involves Echlin Street, one of
the places over which the Labor Party suffered a
massive revolt up there in Townsville. Echlin Street is
an absolute credit to the people who use it now—the
older people. | would take anyone around to Echlin
Street and say, "This is one of the successes of the
diversionary concept."

We have spent $370,000 on Ki-meta, which will
have 24 beds upstairs for crisis accommodation as
well as a doctor, dentist and nurse to look after the
people who are affected by alcohol, especially the
people in Hanran Park. Downstairs in Ki-meta will be
the diversionary centre where those people who are
affected by alcohol will be taken and assessed.
Carramar will be part of the diversionary
concept—listen to the words—where young teenage
women, especially if there are very young children,
will be taken and assessed. They will not live at
Carramar; they will go in by car, they will go out by
car, they will be in after 5 o'clock in the afternoon and
they will be out before 8 a.m. the next day. They will
not live there. Carramar has always been a place
which has been used by young people. There is no
concern whatsoever about it.

| have said to the people of North Ward that |
have to run the concept of Tara, a young youth
referral service right next to Carramar. | will run Tara
in the very strict way. Similarly, | will run Carramar in
a very strict way, so there will be no-one walking in
and walking out. They will go in by bus and they will
come out by bus. It has worked very well.

| will be up there on Sunday, which is much
different to actions of the member opposite when he
was Minister for Lands. Why does he not tell us
about all the people who used to go around to him
on a Sunday morning with their concerns and he
said, "l don't work on a Sunday morning. Sunday is
my private day." | will be up there on Sunday. | will
be there to have a look at the concept at the Bohle. |
will be up there to have a look at Echlin Street. | will
be up there to have a look at PIADRAC. | will look at
Ki-meta and | will also look at Carramar. | can say to
him once again: at least we have gone in there hard;
at least we have made a decision; and at least we
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have done something—something that the Labor
Party did not do for the whole six years that it was in
office.

Mice Plague

Mr ELLIOTT: | ask the Minister for Natural
Resources: with regard to the disastrous mice plague
on the Darling Downs and in southern Queensland
areas, what is the Department of Natural Resources
doing to assist grain growers to limit the impact of
mice in central and southern Queensland?

Mr HOBBS: As the honourable member said,
mice have caused havoc not just on the southern
downs but throughout the whole of Queensland,
particularly central Queensland. For a long time we
have been trying to get approval to use zinc
phosphide. In the past we have also been able to use
other chemicals, but they have had some residual
effects, so we have not been able to use those on
this occasion. However, there are some traditional
baiting methods that we can use.

Zinc phosphide baiting for mice will officially
begin today following the application approval from
the national registration authority, but it will be done
in a very specialised and professional way and only
through aerial application by those pilots who have
special chemical rating licences. We will do the first
trial in the Moura region to see how it goes. We
recommend that land-holders also undertake other
normal types of control measures. Although this
chemical should be very, very effective as it is put
on, land-holders still need to be able to put
appropriate registered chemicals around their sheds.
They should also be able to slash verges and
establish bait stations. If those methods are adopted
as well, we believe that the zinc phosphide will be
very successful.

One of our very serious concerns about zinc
phosphide is the problems that we may encounter
with the handling of the product itself. Tests have
been conducted, and we believe that we have done
everything possible in our power to make sure that all
the health checks and balances are in place. We
believe that the chemical is as safe as it possibly can
be. It is used overseas. | am very pleased that we are
able to at least provide some additional assistance
for those people who are facing these very severe
mice plague problems.

Port of Brisbane Rail Link

Mr  MACKENROTH: | refer the Minister for
Transport to pages 72 and 73 of the Integrated
Regional Transport Plan for South East Queensland,
which states—

"The configuration of the current rail
network through the metropolitan area also
means:

there are limited opportunities for high volume
freight traffic travelling from Toowoomba to the
Port of Brisbane to pass through the suburban
networks; and
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Unless the ability to deliver a service
competitive with road freight is to be severely
compromised, it will be necessary to develop
new freight rail facilities, with the long term aim
of segregating metropolitan passenger and
freight activities on to dedicated rail systems."

| ask: as this is code for the need for a new rail
corridor, can the Minister advise this House what
areas are being considered, and will he rule out the
former corridor under investigation for a coal freight
line from Parkinson through southern suburbs,
particularly Gumdale, to the port of Brisbane?

Mr  JOHNSON: As the honourable member
would be well aware, the Integrated Regional
Transport Plan, which was formally put in place by
his administration and launched by us, will be
considering the transportation needs, corridors and
other issues affecting people living in south-east
Queensland over the next 25 years. The honourable
member asks about a second corridor to the port of
Brisbane. Yes, certainly within the Integrated
Regional Transport Plan we are looking at a second
corridor. We are not ruling that out. I know that the
honourable member for Bulimba would be very
interested in this answer. | know that the honourable
member for Sunnybank would be, too, because he is
a very negative person who does not want to see
progress at any expense.

Queensland Rail is considering this corridor.
We will be looking at putting in place how we will be
managing this over the next two years. Parkinson has
been looked at as part of a rail freight network for
Queensland Rail. All these issues that the honourable
member has addressed in his question are essential
to the future viability of the port of Brisbane and the
transportation needs of south-east Queensland. This
Government is not going to walk away from the hard
issues, and we will not on this occasion.

Air Pollution Levels

Mr J. N. GOSS: | direct a question to the
Minister for Environment. Several weeks ago, the
Opposition spokesman for Environment made a
negative and unfounded allegation about the level of
air pollution in the Brisbane area. Would the Minister
advise the House of the coalition Government's latest
initiative with regard to advising people of air quality
in this region?

Mr  LITTLEPROUD: | thank the member for
Aspley for his question. It is obvious that, because
he comes from south-east Queensland, he is fully
aware that there is concern in south-east Queensland
about the quality of the air shed. For quite some time
the Department of Environment, through the
Scientific Assessment Section, has been monitoring
the quality of air across Queensland. | made a
statement in the House during the previous sitting
that we have nothing to be worried about because, in
spite of the growth and development in the south-
east corner of Queensland and the increase in the
number of motor vehicles and all the emissions
coming from them, the general air quality in
Queensland remains pretty good.

Questions Without Notice

9 Jul 1997

We have been collecting data for a long time.
Some media outlets have been using that data to
give an indication to the people of Queensland just
what the pollution levels are. | take this opportunity
to make it known to the people of Queensland that,
just because there is sometimes some fog and some
mist over Brisbane, it does not mean that there is
pollution there. Pollution, of course, comes from
smoke particles from fires, ozone gases, motor
vehicle emissions and engine emissions.

Because we have been able to put together
data from monitoring stations right around Brisbane
for the past 10 or 20 years, using meteorological
information from the Bureau of Meteorology we can
now predict what pollution levels might be tomorrow.
We have been making that data available at the end
of each day. We are now moving towards a situation
in which we will be able to forecast ahead. That
started on Monday. It is interesting to note that the
forecast made for Monday was that pollution levels
would be low. On 7 July, a graph was printed out to
show what the pollution levels were. | will table these
two graphs, which show that the forecast was
correct. | know that some people, especially farmers,
would wish that the long-term weather forecasters
who predict rain would be just as accurate.

This means a step up in terms of monitoring the
quality of the air shed across Brisbane. It also has a
flow-on effect for people who have medical
problems, such as asthma and allergy problems.
They have been making contact with us. They
recognise that, if they can be told beforehand what
the pollution levels might be tomorrow, they can take
some sort of precautions. That is acknowledged by
people with those problems and people in the
medical profession.

We are moving forward. There is no reason to
be complacent about what we might do. The regional
transport strategy for south-east Queensland has
taken into account what should be done with motor
vehicles. My colleague the Honourable Vaughan
Johnson made statements about that last week. Also,
in our own budget Estimates this year we have
cranked another half a million dollars into finalising
the air quality strategy for south-east Queensland.
We are working on that with the Minister for Local
Government and Planning, the Brisbane City Council
and some of the other local authorities so that we will
have that strategy in place. All this data that we are
putting in place is aiding and abetting what we want
to do in that regard. People can have confidence that
the air quality over Brisbane is being monitored. Now
the forecasting is under way, and the first two
forecasts have proved to be very accurate. | table
those two graphs.

Spending on Labour Market Programs

Mr HAMILL: 1 refer the Treasurer to reports
that Queensland spends as little as 4% of that spent
by other Australian States on labour market programs
and also to her 1995 election campaign launch
speech in which she announced a plan to provide
land tax rebates to businesses on the condition
that—
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"To successfully apply for a rebate,
businesses will need to qualify for a program
designed to boost youth employment in
Queensland."”

As the land tax rebates she has announced make no
mention of any requirement for business to
participate in a youth employment program, | ask:
how does she sleep at night knowing that she has
broken her election promise to 70,000
Queenslanders under the age of 25 who cannot find
a job just to hand out $37m in land tax rebates to her
developer mates? Will she now endorse Labor's

$200m community jobs plan to boost youth
employment in Queensland?
Mrs  SHELDON: Unfortunately, what the

honourable member is articulating about his $200m
jobs plan is yet another unfunded Labor policy.

Mr Hamill: What about your promise?

Mrs SHELDON: The honourable member has
had his turn to ask a question; | am answering it now.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Honourable Deputy
Premier and Treasurer is answering the question. |
ask for order. The honourable member has already
been warned once under Standing Order 123A.

Mrs SHELDON:  When the coalition
Government came to power, we found to our horror
that we faced a long list of unfunded Labor policy
promises. Once again, we face the same thing.
Members opposite can pluck any figure out of the air
and say that they will put it into job development
programs and have no money to fund it. The
difference with the policies that we make is that they
are funded and they are all in the Budget. There is no
funding for the $200m rash promise made by
members opposite. | know what they will do: they
will put up taxes. They will do what the Labor
Government did in New South Wales, that is, tax the
family home. For the first time ever, Labor in New
South Wales has taxed the family home. | understand
that policies to do the same are being developed by
the Labor Party in Queensland.

In our Budget, we put aside $23m for a youth
development program. That is the first Budget that
has ever had a youth development program. That
specifically homed into jobs for young people. We
have done away with a lot of the make work
programs that Labor put in place, which were similar
to their shonky $200m for youth that they are touting
now and cannot fund. We decided that those
programs, which were just a con on our unemployed
youth—and they know it was a con—would be
replaced by money being put into real training
programs. That is exactly what Minister Santo
Santoro has been doing. There has been a direct
channelling of money into real programs for real
training, so that youth will be trained and able to get
ajob as aresult.

Under our youth development program, the
$23m that has been provided to cross-Government
portfolios is targeted absolutely at job creation. As a
spin-off, in addition to the $23m, we have reduced
land tax, which was an election promise. We keep
our election promises, which the members opposite
never do. That will enable small businesses to be
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more productive and to put on more people,
particularly young people. All told, our Government
has delivered on our program for youth. All the
members opposite are putting up is another
unfunded shonk.

Kidsafe Week

Mrs GAMIN: | ask the Attorney-General and
Minister responsible for consumer affairs: what
important child safety activities were planned as part
of the recent Kidsafe Week?

Mr BEANLAND: | thank the member for
Burleigh for that question. She has always been a
very active consumer advocate not only within her
electorate but also within Queensland generally. The
Child Accident Prevention Foundation of Australia,
that is, Kidsafe—which is an organisation with which
this National/Liberal coalition Government is proud to
be associated—has been doing a great job for
thousands of Queenslanders around the State.
Kidsafe Week commenced on Tuesday, 10 June.
Once again it was my pleasure as the responsible
Minister to launch the week. It was an important
week because, in common with other weeks that
involve consumer affairs, it highlighted a number of
issues, in this case children's safety.

Not only did we focus on the theme of that
particular week, children's safety, but also safety in
the home where our children should feel safe but
where, from time to time, so many accidents occur.
During Kidsafe Week we not only talked about the
issue of ensuring children's safety but the
Government also banned the Magic Bomb toy, which
turned out to be yet another unsafe cheap import
coming onto the Queensland marketplace. | am
pleased to say that retailers have withdrawn that
product, which has now been banned from the
marketplace in the interests of the safety of our
children.

In conjunction with Kidsafe Week, the Office of
Consumer Affairs also undertook a widespread
public education campaign on the risks associated
with children’s night clothes. During winter months, it
is very easy for children to get into trouble with night
clothes that are loose fitting and made of very
flammable material. They can brush up against
heaters and candles that are left burning in a house.
We all know the results when a child is burnt.

The Office of Consumer Affairs produces a
wide range of educational brochures and fact sheets
that are freely available throughout the State. This
year we also funded the production of a brochure for
the Child Accident Prevention Foundation.

Kidsafe also plays an important role in assisting
members of the community to help themselves. It
assists thousands of Queenslanders with ready
advice and information as to how they might assist
themselves. That is an important matter. A number of
times a year all members are in Brisbane and | invite
them to visit Kidsafe House, which is next to the
Royal Brisbane Hospital. That is a facility of which we
as members of Parliament can all feel proud. There is
nothing more important than safety.
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This Government rejigged, reorganised and
revamped the Consumer Safety Committee, which
the former Government allowed to run down. That
organisation is now very active and focuses
particularly on issues that relate to children's safety.
Kidsafe Week was a week of great activity and a
week in which we could highlight to members of the
community that they have to be very much aware of
issues that relate to the safety of our children in the
community.

Sale of Gold Reserves

Mr  McGRADY: | refer the Minister for Mines
and Energy to the coalition's decision to sell off
billions of dollars in gold reserves. | ask: what impact
will that disastrous coalition policy have on the
smaller goldmining operations? What actions is the
Minister taking to help stabilise the Queensland gold
industry?

Mr  GILMORE: For the information of the
honourable member and the House, | point out that |
do not run the Reserve Bank in this country. | have
very little input indeed into the decisions that it
makes.

Mr McGrady: What have you done?

Mr GILMORE: My God! The member asks
what | have done. May well he ask what | have done.
It was such a lunatic question to ask in this place that
I wonder that he is not embarrassed by the shape of
his own head.

| assure the House and the people of
Queensland that, unlike members on the Opposition
side, as the Minister for Mines and Energy | am very
supportive of the mining industry in this State. We
are doing everything possible to change the
structure of my department to make sure that the
service provided by this Government to the industry
in this State is beyond reproach and is better than
anything provided anywhere else in the country. Any
opportunity that is available to the mining industry in
this State becomes available because of the
functionality and efficiency of my department. One
would have thought that would pass without a
statement.

However, the question was what have | done in
respect of the Reserve Bank. Sad to say, | have not
contacted the Reserve Bank, but | will have to
contemplate that this afternoon. | will probably have
to set up a committee of some kind so that we can
have some discussions about whether | should,
indeed, contact the Governor of the Reserve Bank
and ask him if he will reconsider that matter. | have to
say that | am astonished and somewhat
dismayed——

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The time for questions
has expired.

REVENUE LAWS AMENDMENT BILL

Hon. J. M. SHELDON (Caloundra—Deputy
Premier, Treasurer and Minister for The Arts)
(11.31 a.m.), by leave, without notice: | move—
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"That leave be granted to bring in a Bill for
an Act to amend certain Acts administered by
the Treasurer."

Motion agreed to.

First Reading

Bill and Explanatory Notes presented and Bill,
on motion of Mrs Sheldon, read a first time.

Second Reading

Hon. J. M. SHELDON (Caloundra—Deputy
Premier, Treasurer and Minister for The Arts)
(11.32 a.m.): | move—

"That the Bill be now read a second time."

This Bill effects several significant changes to
revenue legislation which will ensure clarity and
equity in revenue legislation, give effect to the
revenue initiatives which | announced in the Budget
and prevent avoidance of the tobacco licence fee.

The coalition Government came to office with a
clear commitment to enhancing Queensland's status
as the low-tax State through the phasing out of land
tax and reduction in payroll tax. | also made it clear
that the coalition Government was committed to the
implementation of tax reform through improvement in
taxation administration. This Bill delivers on both of
these commitments.

As | announced in the 1997-98 State Budget,
the centrepiece of the taxation concessions is a
$20m land tax package. These concessions provide
a general rebate of 5% of the land tax assessed for
all taxpayers. In addition, the statutory deduction for
individuals will increase from $160,000 to $200,000
and the exemption threshold for companies and
trusts will increase from $60,000 to $100,000 and
from $40,000 to $100,000 for absentees. As a result
of these changes, approximately one-third of all land
tax payers will not pay the tax in 1997-98 and all
remaining taxpayers will pay less than they otherwise
would have.

These concessions are in addition to the three-
year averaging initiative which was announced in the
1996-97 Budget. The combined effect of the
averaging initiative, which also first has effect in the
1997-98 year, and the initiatives effected by this Bill,
will be a saving for land tax payers of some $37m.
Another significant Budget initiative is an increase in
the payroll tax exemption threshold from $800,000 to
$850,000 on and from 1 January 1998. This follows
the initiative provided in the coalition's first Budget
last year where the threshold was increased from
$750,000 to $800,000 from 1 January 1997. The
effect of these arrangements is that 95% of
Queensland employers are not required to pay
payroll tax and preserves Queensland's payroll tax
arrangements as clearly the most favourable to
business of any State or Territory.

As part of the coalition Government's
commitment to reviewing the effect of land tax on
landowners, two additional land tax measures are
effected by this Bill. The first measure ensures that
the principal place of residence concession
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continues to apply where a property owner resides in
residential premises with other persons. Without this
amendment, the effect of a 1996 Land Court decision
would have been to deny the principal place of
residence concession where other people reside
with the landowner, even though the property is not
used for income-producing activities. This would be
clearly anomalous and would have represented a
significant change in practice and an increase in
liability for many land tax payers.

A land tax deduction is available where land is
used for the business of agriculture, pasturage or
dairy farming. However, the concession does not
currently extend to Australian citizens residing
overseas, discouraging the acquisition of farming
land in Queensland. The second land tax measure
will extend the deduction to Australian citizens
residing overseas and to trustees of trusts in which
beneficiaries are Australian citizens residing overseas
so that the value of the land may be deducted when
determining land tax liability.

As | announced on 21 May when | launched
Future Directions for the Office of State Revenue,
the coalition Government's commitment to a low-tax
policy must be complemented through modernisation
of taxation administration. An important part of
modern tax administration is commitment to client
service, the sharing of information between tax
administrators and taxpayers, and an understanding

of the impact of taxation administration on
commercial decisions.

In  Queensland, the CitiSecurities dispute
highlighted this point. That case raised issues

regarding reinterpretation of stamp duty law and the
extent to which taxpayers are entitled to certainty as
to their taxation obligations. This Bill ensures clarity
and certainty in relation to the operation of the
Stamp Act where CitiSecurities issues arise,
reflecting the results of consultation with industry.
The object of these amendments is to ensure that
securities  which  directly or through other
arrangements secure the payment or repayment of an
amount lent or to be lent, advanced or paid, will be
liable to duty regardless of whether the holder of the
security is the lender or payer or the giver of the
security is the borrower or payee. Clear examples of
the way in which these arrangements will operate are
provided in the Explanatory Notes to this Bill.

In 1996, a package of measures was introduced
to reduce mortgage stamp duty costs where people
purchase their first home or refinance home loans.
The package included new arrangements for
calculating stamp duty on further advances. The
flexibility and range of financing options available is
such that the further advance provisions now need
to be relaxed to extend the earlier concessions to
financing through fluctuating accounts and line of
credit facilities. The change involves adopting the
general regime for calculating mortgage stamp duty,
whereby stamp duty is levied on the highest amount
advanced. The change will see stamp duty costs
reduced and administration of the concessions
simplified.

Finally, this Bill will ensure equity and efficiency
in administration of the tobacco licensing scheme by
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allowing the commissioner to issue tobacco licences
which better reflect the circumstances of individual
licenses and to ensure that all licensees fairly meet
their obligations under the licensing scheme so that
no-one in the industry may derive an advantage over
others.

The complex manner in which the tobacco
licensing scheme operates makes it susceptible to
abuse by licensees purchasing large quantities of
tobacco with a view to retiring the licence without
paying licence fees based on those sales. For
instance, because a licence for a particular month is
based on sales made two months prior, licensees are
able to obtain an initial licence based on low
estimated sales, sell substantially more than that
amount and retire the licence without paying fees
which reflect those sales.

At the moment, these types of arrangements
cannot be effectively monitored and regulated
because the commissioner cannot impose conditions
on a licensee regarding the product sold or
purchased. The inability of the commissioner to issue
licences subject to conditions also fails to reflect the
fact that some tobacco merchants specialise in the
sale of certain product or sales to certain markets
and therefore require a licence with conditions
different to those which should apply to, say, larger
merchants.

Also, where the commissioner discovers that a
licensee is in breach of the Tobacco Products
(Licensing) Act, the licence may be cancelled only at
the end of the current licence month, which allows
improper activities to continue for that period.

To counter avoidance opportunities and to
better facilitate administration of the Tobacco
Products (Licensing) Act, this Bill will permit the
commissioner to issue licences which are subject to
conditions, including conditions to regulate the
distribution, sale and purchase of tobacco. It will also
provide that, where a person breaches a licence
condition, they must immediately notify the
commissioner, who may cancel the licence where
appropriate. To ensure that unscrupulous operators
are not able to continue to sell tobacco in breach of
the Act, this Bill will also allow the commissioner to
cancel a licence during a licence month where the
licensee is acting contrary to the Act, or is no 