Legislative Assembly

FRIDAY, 26 MAY 1995

Mr SPEAKER (Hon. J. Fouras, Ashgrove)
read prayers and took the chair at 10 a.m.

PETITIONS

The Clerk announced the receipt of the
following petitions—

Police Staffing, Gold Coast; Palm
Beach Police Station

From Mrs Gamin (1,025 signatories)
praying that action be taken to boost police
numbers in southern areas of the Gold Coast
and that a police station be built at Palm
Beach.

Turbot, Edward and Ann Streets,
Park

From Mr J. N. Goss (641 signatories)
praying for action to be taken to create a park
in the inner City of Brisbane on vacant land
bounded by Turbot, Edward and Ann Streets.

Apprenticeship Training

From Mr J. H. Sullivan (412
signatories) praying that legislation be
amended to enable apprenticeship training to
be available to persons employed on a part-
time basis.

Petitions received.

PAPERS

The following papers were laid on the
table—

(@) Minister for Primary Industries
(Mr Casey)—
Cane Protection and Productivity

Boards—Annual Reports for year ending
31 December 1994

(b) Minister for Justice and Attorney—General
and Minister for the Arts (Mr Wells)—

Mirani By-Election 1994 Ballot Survey—
Report on Informal and Optional
Preferential Voting

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Jobs Plan

Hon. M. J. FOLEY (Yeronga—Minister
for Employment, Training and Industrial
Relations) (10.03 a.m.), by leave: | wish to
inform  the House of  progress on
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implementation of the Goss Government's
$150m Jobs Plan. Despite strong jobs growth
and forecasts of a fall in unemployment to
around 7.7 per cent by June next year, there
are those within the labour market who need
special assistance. The long-term
unemployed, women, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people and people with
disabilities are among those disadvantaged
groups who face extra hurdles in gaining
employment. The Goss Government's $150m
Jobs Plan is providing these people with the
added assistance they need to build a better
future.

With the funds provided from an increase
in the tobacco franchise fee, the $150m Jobs
Plan has provided assistance to more than
80,000 Queenslanders to 31  March.
Specifically, 16,700 people had been placed

in jobs, almost 39,000 people had been
placed in training, and the remainder had
received other assistance, including the

provision of business advice. | am able to
provide for members' information the details of
the seven programs of the Jobs Plan and the
results achieved by each of these programs.
Rather than take up the valuable time of the
House, | seek leave to have these details
incorporated in Hansard.

Leave granted.

Mr Speaker, one of our greatest challenges is
to ensure that all groups within the community
benefit from the economic and social advances
Queensland continues to make.
The $150 million Jobs Plan is helping to ensure
that all Queenslanders, whatever their
geographic, economic, educational or cultural
circumstances, can build a better future for
themselves and their families.
The $150 Million Jobs Plan assisted more
than 80,000 Queensland to March 31, 1995
through:

payroll tax incentives

increases in the payroll tax threshold and
extension of a rebate to employers who
take on long-term unemployed people;

$8 million Community Jobs Plan

to assist 5,000 people, particularly mature-
aged long-term jobseekers, through
community-based activites such as
interest-free loans for unemployed people
to start their own business; grants to
community groups for training and job
placement projects and the development
of an additional five community-owned
and five more enterprise centres to foster
the development of small business and
job creation;

$15.2 million Safe Bikeways Program

to provide a network of bicycle paths
throughout Queensland directly creating
330 jobs and more indirect jobs;
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$5 million Jobs for the Environment Conservation Corps and the appointment
600 training positions for long-term of 20 extra youth employment consultants

unemployed people and 200 other jobs
improving national park facilities;
$7 million Youth Jobs Plan

to assist 1,700 young people through
extra training opportunities and jobs in
the private and public sector, including
200 extra subsidised apprenticeships
and traineeships in public sector
agencies; awarding of public housing
contracts to group training companies to
allow them to employ apprentices; 140
training positions in an expanded Youth

across the state to help place young
people in jobs and training;

$19 million Jobs Through TAFE

to employ 500 TAFE tutors, creating
3,100 extra student places and appoint
job placement officers in every college to
help graduates find work;

$60 million schools refurbishment

to spend $60 million over two years fixing
Queensland's schools, creating 1,200 jobs
for unemployed people.

150 MILLION JOBS PLAN—DETAILS OF EMPLOYMENT BY PROGRAM ELEMENT SINCE JOBS PLAN

IMPLEMENTATION TO

Program New Jobs People Placed
Element Created into Jobs
(Target) (Target)

Payroll Tax not available not available

Incentives Plan

Youth Jobs

Plan 1,262 3,288

Community Jobs

Plan 728 3,840

Jobs Through

TAFE 1,948 4,505

School

Refurbishment 566 -

Safe Bikeways 414 -

Jobs for the

Environment 160 -

Totals 5,078 11,633
(3,218) (7,836)

People Placed People Receiving Total Assisted

into Training Other Assistance (Target)
(Target) (Target)
not available not available not available
3,729 2,839 8,845
8,419 13,090 23,046
26,193 14,402 47,048
- - 566
- - 414
555 - 715
38,896 30,331 80,634
(13,583) (11,271) (32,209)

31 DECEMBER 1994NB: Because a client may receive multiple forms of assistance and therefore be listed in
both a job column and training column, the sum of the columns may exceed the

number of persons

Mr FOLEY: One of our greatest
challenges is to ensure that all groups within
the community benefit from the economic and
social advances Queensland continues to
make. The $150m Jobs Plan is helping to
ensure that all Queenslanders, whatever their
geographic, economic, educational or cultural
circumstances, can build a better future for
themselves and their families.

Mrs SHELDON having given notice of a
motion—

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the
next member, | suggest to the Deputy Leader
of the Coalition that that motion was miles too
long. The staff at the table and | will look at it.
Giving notice of a motion is not the time to
debate an issue.

Mrs  SHELDON:
order.

Mr  SPEAKER: Order! The member will
resume her seat. There is no point of order.

| rise to a point of

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Koala Coast Protection Plan

Mrs SHELDON (10.08 a.m.): | refer the
Premier to the five-year $38m Koala Coast
Protection Plan, composed of programs for
koala habitat acquisition, koala research,
koala visitor infrastructure and the Community
Facilities Program. | refer also to the fact that
some $5m or almost 70 per cent of the
available funds for 1995-96 have already
been distributed—not to  protect the
endangered koalas but to protect endangered
ALP members threatened by a roadway that
the Government promised not to build. | ask:
given this ration of a mere 30 per cent of
funding for koalas, which will apparently slip
even further as a share of the plan's funds, will
the Premier now admit that this is pork-
barrelling of the most cynical sort?

Mr W. K. GOSS: No. So the Deputy
Leader of the Coalition is fairly readily
dispensed with, but it gives me an opportunity
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to make a couple of points. Until this
Government examined this issue, that koala
population was facing slow but sure extinction
because of the policy failure of previous
Governments. The facts are that that koala
population is under threat and would have
been killed off by the failure of previous
conservative Governments to plan or to
protect that  population. By  allowing
subdivisions and developments to go ahead
through there, the koala population is being
slowly but surely killed. It is being killed by the
dogs and cars of residents of the area. Every
time these people engage in the sick activity
of getting a snap-frozen koala from their
freezer and bringing it along to use for political
purposes, | will point out that that koala has
been killed by a dog or a car that belongs to a
current resident who has been allowed to
settle or develop there. Those are the facts.

This Government has decided that, in the
interests of preserving and protecting that
koala population, there should be—and there
will be—a comprehensive koala protection
plan. Crucial to that policy is the acquisition of
key koala habitat. The end result of this
development is that, for every one hectare of
koala habitat that is disturbed, two hectares
will be acquired by the Government to ensure
the long-term future of that koala population.
That is in addition to the various other
measures.

It was only a week or two ago that | was
in the Redlands talking to the Mayor, Mr
Santagiuliana, who confirmed his support for
the Government's policy of acquiring koala
habitat. That is in the interests not only of a
long-term plan to protect the koala
habitat—something that was never happening
before—but also in the interests of the
community. It is not just the koalas that are
impacted upon by the road; the communities
in that area have called for compensation. So
funds will be set aside as part of this project to
deal with the koala protection plan, to provide
compensation for individual property owners
and to provide some social compensation for
the communities in the vicinity of the road.

Intensive Care Beds, Royal Brisbane
Hospital and Princess Alexandra
Hospital

Mr LIVINGSTONE: | ask the Minister
for Health: can he outline what moves the
Government is taking to address the situation
regarding intensive care beds in the Royal
Brisbane Hospital and the Princess Alexandra
Hospital?

Mr  ELDER: In 1989, there were 30
intensive care beds on the Brisbane south
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side; there are now some 39 beds in that

region. Since  that  time, throughout
Queensland, the number of intensive care
beds has risen from 140 to 155. This

Government has acknowledged that the
demand for intensive care beds has been
increasing and that our population is growing
and ageing. In fact, as has been outlined by
the Premier and myself on many occasions,
we now treat an extra 3,000 people a week in
our hospitals—an extra 140,000 or 150,000 a
year compared with the number in 1989.

When | first became Minister, | visited
hospitals as a priority. A priority of mine was to
talk to specialists and ‘"intensivists"—those
people in front-line agencies within hospitals. |
asked for an assessment of the needs in the
intensive  care sector, particularly high
dependency. After those discussions with
"intensivists", my department and
administrators  within the hospital, | can
announce today the establishment of two 10-
bed intensive care step down units or, as
members would know them, high dependency
units, at both the Royal Brisbane Hospital and
the Princess Alexandra Hospital.

Some $3m will be provided in 1995-96 to
employ doctors, nurses and staff for those
units, an estimated $1m for sophisticated
patient monitoring equipment that will be
needed for those wards and extra funds for
the refurbishment of ward space. High
dependency beds take the pressure off
intensive care units. The assessment showed
that there was no shortage of ICU beds within
Queensland; it showed that there was
pressure on those units and that there was a
need for high dependency beds, known as
step down beds. We will be able to provide
greater efficiency, greater monitoring and
quick transfers within those hospitals. We will
be able to provide specialist support. Part of
the four-point plan that | announced a week
ago was targeted at doing just that. We will be
enhancing packages for specialists to stay
within the system and, more importantly, for
us to attract specialists into those types of
facilities.

As a Government, we have been in a
position to undertake long-term planning. My
predecessor, Mr Hayward, started that
process, and | intend to complete it. We have
looked at the areas of need and enhanced
those hospitals where required. By contrast, all
we hear from Opposition members is panic.
They panic and do nothing. Opposition
members tend to panic regularly because they
know that | have them on the run. They panic
because they have to catch up. The only
initiative  that  Opposition members ever
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endorse is Government policy. The Nationals'
capital works program is to continue the $1.5
billion program that the Government has in
place.

Mr Horan:
football.

Mr  SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Toowoomba South will cease interjecting.

Mr ELDER: The Nationals are a policy
void zone, a policy no-go zone and, in fact, a
policy abyss when it comes to Health. It is
about time they put up or shut up.

You're playing catch-up

Allocations to Springwood Electorate
Schools

Mr  BORBIDGE: | ask the Premier: how
can he accept a situation in which a member
of his Government sponsors applications for
public moneys from a department of which
she is the Minister, based on guidelines she
sets for moneys being spent in her electorate?

Mr W. K. GOSS: In my answer to the
previous question directed to me, | said that
the Government publicly made it clear that it
would provide compensation for property
owners affected by the road, that it would
provide funds for a comprehensive koala
protection plan and that it would also provide
social compensation for communities affected
by the road. All local organisations, schools,
etc., were encouraged to apply. It was a public
process, and it was a transparent process. It
was based on criteria and a system of
awarding points on the basis of those criteria.
It was audited by an external firm of
accountants.

Mr Borbidge: So what?

Mr W. K. GOSS: The member says,
"So what?" Is that not typical of the National
Party? When it was in Government, a whole
series of measures were not audited. Can
members opposite remember the shonky
loans to the National Party's mates? Do they
remember the QIDC? Do they remember how
Russell Cooper used to ring up and pitch for
loans on a political basis for friends?

Mr  COOPER: I rise to a point of order. |
find false and offensive the Premier's remarks
about me. | ask that they be withdrawn.

Mr W. K. GOSS: | withdraw without
hesitation. That was the hallmark of the
National Party Government: no accountability
and no auditing—as we saw so dramatically
exposed in the Fitzgerald inquiry. That is why,
when Mr Borbidge was on this side of the
House, he voted for a motion in relation to the
establishment of the Public Accounts
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Committee that would give a ministerial veto
to prevent the Public Accounts Committee
investigating offences.

Mr Horan interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | warn the
member for Toowoomba South under
Standing Order 123A.

Mr W. K. GOSS: Let Mr Borbidge
explain why he supported that motion to give
a ministerial veto to protect Ministers from this
scrutiny by the Public Accounts Committee.
Was it because he wanted to protect the
corrupt use of public money? The public
moneys were allocated when areas matched
criteria. It is transparent, it is public, and it is
audited.

In respect of the member to whom the
Leader of the Opposition refers—nobody
fought harder against that road than Mrs
Robson. When the vote was lost—when the
vote went against her—nobody fought harder
than her for compensation for her electorate.
Good on her; that is what a member is
supposed to do.

Allocations to Springwood Electorate
Schools

Mr  BORBIDGE: | refer the Premier to
his accountable, open, transparent and
taxpayer funded slush fund.

Mr W. K. GOSS: | rise to a point of
order. In keeping with the standards set by the
Leader of the Opposition earlier in the week, |
take offence at those remarks. They are
untrue and | seek their withdrawal.

Mr  BORBIDGE: Mr Speaker, | made
no reference to the Premier. Where was the
personal reference? Could the Premier
indicate? He must have a guilty conscience.
Can the Premier indicate where | personally
referred to him in those remarks?

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | take the
member's point of order. The Leader of the
Opposition will continue.

Mr  BORBIDGE: Bad luck, Wayne! In
directing the rest of my question to the

Premier, | refer to the Government's
transparent audited taxpayer funded slush
fund, the so-called Koala Coast Protection

Plan, and its associated whiteboard, and to
the fact that the Carbrook Primary School
outside Springwood will lose 30 metres of its
yard to a motorway ramp but gets nothing
from the Government's plan while schools
distant from the road but in the electorate of
Springwood have received substantial funds. |
ask: how can the Premier support such



Legislative Assembly

ludicrous criteria for the scheme set by the
member for Springwood?

Mr W. K. GOSS: The criteria were not
set by the member for Springwood. That is
another deliberately false statement by the
Leader of the Opposition—a person who
specialises, as | said before, in endeavouring
to con both the gallery and the public in the
belief and expectation that they will not find
out until the next day and they will not pursue
him about it. | have just been handed a
letter—I do not know the particular
case—which indicates that the application was
received on 23 May, so presumably it can only
be considered in the second round and was

not available for consideration in the first
round. That is what happens——

Mr Stephan interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | warn the

member for Gympie under Standing Order
123A.

Mr W. K. GOSS: That is what happens
when an independent process is in place.

State Tax Rates

Mr BUDD: | refer the Treasurer to the
reported comments by the New South Wales
Treasurer that all of the other States are trying
to harmonise the tax rates between different
States. | ask: can the Treasurer inform the
House whether Queensland is party to this
move?

Mr De LACY: | thank the honourable
member for Redlands for the question. This
week, the New South Wales Treasurer
seemed to respond very badly to some of the
initiatives  that were  included in the
Queensland Budget. He did make the
reference to all States getting together in an
endeavour to harmonise their tax rates. | can
give an unequivocal assurance to everybody
in Queensland and to people in the rest of
Australia that Queensland is not party to any
arrangements or any nhegotiations about
harmonising tax rates.

It is true that a number of the other
States, including New South Wales, Victoria,
South Australia, Tasmania and the ACT, are
meeting and looking to rewrite their Stamp
Acts. As honourable members would know,
Queensland is well advanced on the rewrite of
its Stamp Act, and our rewrite is much more
comprehensive than what is going on in the
other States of Australia. We are interested in
what is going on in those other States and we
will look with interest at the way in which they
define their bases, because | think there is
some merit in levying taxes on the same sort
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of base. One activity that Queensland will
never be part of is the harmonising of the
actual rates. When they talk harmony in New
South Wales and Victoria, they mean singing
to the highest note, and that is something that
Queensland is not on about.

I will make another reference to
comments made by the Treasurers of New
South Wales and Victoria about those tired
old lines of subsidising Queensland. Some
figures were quoted on the front page of the
Courier Mail which, although accurate, were
misleading because they did not tell the full
story. It is true that over the years Queensland
was a net beneficiary of what is called the
horizontal fiscal equalisation formula that is
used as a basis for the distribution of
Commonwealth payments to the States. But
there are two components to those
distributions. One is the financial assistance
grant and the other is the special purpose
payments. They need to be taken together.
The Treasurers of New South Wales and
Victoria quite cutely refer only to the financial
assistance grant through which Queensland
is, just by a small amount, a net beneficiary,
but they conveniently forget to talk about
special purpose payments, where Queensland
is a net loser. The proper figure to look at is
the total Commonwealth payments to the
States.

For the record, the total payments to the
States from the Commonwealth this vyear,
1995-96, are $33.93 billion, and Queensland's
share of that is $6.16 billion or 18.17 per cent.
So Queensland is receiving 18.17 per cent of
the total Commonwealth payments to the
States, and our population is 18.22 per cent.
In per capita terms, the all States average of
total payments is $1,867 per capita.
Queensland is receiving $1,861 per capita.
We are being fleeced! We are subsidising the
other States! In fact, we are thinking of joining
New South Wales and Victoria and getting a
fairer system.

Mr W. K. Goss: We wouldn't want to
become as parochial as New South Wales.

Mr De LACY: No. We believe in the
national interest. Even our decision in respect
of share transactions was a national initiative.
What we want to do is bring back to
Queensland all of that business that is being
transacted offshore because we are true blue
Australians.

Rochedale State High School

Mr  LINGARD: | refer the Premier to a
comment by the principal of Rochedale State
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High School quoted in this morning's Gold
Coast Bulletin in which she stated that she
wrote to Mansfield MP Laurel Power last year
requesting compensation under the Koala
Coast Protection Fund but never received a
reply. | ask: is the Premier concerned that
Rochedale State High School is not receiving
compensation from this fund? Is he
concerned that the principal has not received
from the ALP member a reply to her request?

Mr W. K. GOSS: In relation to the
process that involves the provision of funds for
social compensation for communities affected
by the road—it needs to be understood that it
is not a bottomless pit. There is a set sum that
is being provided by the Government and not
every application will be successful. Some
applications have been successful in the first
round; other applications will be considered in
subsequent rounds. | would suggest to
schools or organisations that have either not
submitted or been unsuccessful in the first
round that they try again.

Queensland Manufacturing Institute

Mr T. B. SULLIVAN: | refer the
Minister for Business, Industry and Regional
Development to the Queensland
Government's economic  statement From
Strength to Strength, which mentions that the
Government is negotiating with
Commonwealth agencies for the further

expansion of the Queensland Manufacturing
Institute. | ask: can the Minister inform the
House whether there has been any progress
in this matter?

Mr PITT: | thank the member for the

guestion. | am indeed pleased to report
progress on the further expansion of the
Queensland Manufacturing Institute—an
institute that is going to bring great benefit to
Queensland industry. It was opened, |
understand, in December 1993 by my

predecessor, Mr Elder, in the Brishane
Technology Park at Eight Mile Plains. Perhaps
members would be interested to find out a
little more about it, especially those who do
not understand the importance of this institute
to Queensland industry and our economy.

The QMI is a joint venture between my
department, TAFE Queensland, the CSIRO
and QUT. It pulls together some $6m of
manufacturing technology resources from
participating stakeholders providing a range of
technology support services to manufacturing
industry in this State. The QMI provides
support for joint contract research, industry
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consulting, technology transfer and skill
development for manufacturing industry,
including advanced manufacturing technology
assistance for the NIES Program. It has an
important role in the development of
technology-based skills in industry and these
will contribute to long-term job opportunities for
Queensland. That is something in which all
members of this House should be interested.

| am pleased to indicate that plans are
under way to make some of QMI's services
available to regional Queensland, that is, the
areas outside the south-east corner.
Consultancies are going to be developed in
north Queensland and central Queensland to
further advance the interests of technology in
this State.

Only yesterday, the Federal Minister for
Industry, Science and Technology, Senator
Peter Cook, was at the OQMI and he
announced that the Federal Government will
be making available $2.75m towards the
expansion by way of grant. | understand that
this is the first grant that has been given under
the  Commonwealth  Technology  Access
Program. The Goss Government recognises
the importance of the QMI's role in delivering
information and problem-solving support to
manufacturers.

Mr Veivers interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | warn the
member for Southport under Standing Order
123A.

Mr Santoro interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | warn the
member for Clayfield under Standing Order
123A.

Mr  PITT: It is therefore pleasing for this
Government to have seen this fifty-fifty
support coming from the Commonwealth,
given the fact that initially we were prepared to
put up the $5.5m ourselves. The commitment
of the Goss Government to support research
and development is already paying dividends
for the State and its economy and
Queensland industry is now in a very fortunate
position. It is well positioned to take maximum
advantage of new technology as it comes on
stream.

Koala Coast Secretariat Funding

Mr  SANTORO: | remind the Minister for
the Environment of the Premier's statement,
in answer to a previous question, that the
Koala Coast Secretariat fund is not a
bottomless pit, and | refer to the following six
schools: Carbrook primary, Shailer Park
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primary, Kimberley Park primary, Rochedale
high, Rochedale primary and Shailer Park
high. | also refer the Minister to another group
of schools: Slacks Creek primary, Springwood
Central primary, Springwood high, Rochedale
South primary, Springwood Road primary and
Chatswood Hills primary. | ask: given that all
those schools will be affected by the
south-east tollway, why have the first six been
denied funding from the Minister's
department's Koala Coast Secretariat whereas
the second six—all in her electorate—have
received a total of $915,0007?

Ms  ROBSON: Yesterday and today,
the Premier and | have explained and re-
explained the fact that | had nothing to do
with the allocation. We do not seem to be
able to get that fact through to the Opposition.
The reality is that it was an independent
process which was independently audited,
and | had nothing to do with those allocations.

Amalgamation of Redcliffe,
Caboolture and Pine Rivers Shires

Mr HOLLIS: | refer the Minister for
Housing, Local Government and Planning and
Minister for Rural Communities to a meeting
being organised for next Monday by the
Liberal candidate for Redcliffe to enable
residents to have a say on any
amalgamations with neighbouring shires. |
ask: can the Minister advise of the
Government's position in relation to this
matter?

Mr MACKENROTH: Yes, | can. The
Government has quite clearly stated that it
does not have any intention of amalgamating
Redcliffe Shire with Caboolture and Pine
Rivers Shires, as has been claimed by a
number of Liberal and National Party people
in that area. | find it quite interesting that the
Liberal Party candidate for that area would
organise a meeting for next Monday and then
invite along the Leader of the National Party,
who said that he does not have any policies.
He is going to talk at that meeting where
people are going to have a say on
amalgamations of neighbouring shires. As the
Government has made it quite clear that it has
no intention to amalgamate any of those
shires, perhaps the Leader of the Opposition
is going to allow us to find out his policy on
amalgamation when those people have their
say on Monday night. In fact, Mr Borbidge will
be able to tell them whether his party has any
intention of considering amalgamation. It is
obvious that, if the Liberal Party candidate in
Redcliffe has organised that meeting to allow
people to have their say—after the
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Government has made it clear that it has no
intention of implementing such an
amalgamation—she must want to see those
amalgamations take place. A couple of
months ago, she put out a statement in the
local newspaper, and | answered that by
saying that the Government had no intention
of amalgamating. She still went ahead and
organised the meeting. | would be very
interested to see what the Opposition's policy
is in that regard.

| figured that perhaps the Leader of the
Opposition, Mr Borbidge, had read his own
local newspaper, the Gold Coast Bulletin, this
morning and that perhaps he woke up with
the policy idea to do something about
amalgamating. That newspaper stated that
the Mayor of the Gold Coast, Ray Stevens,
said that on the Gold Coast they will save
more than $3m in their first year as a result of
the amalgamation that was carried out, and
he expects that the savings that they will
make will be greater than those anticipated by
the Local Government Commissioner. Mr
Borbidge said that that could not be done.

Mahogany Glider Habitat

Mr  ROWELL: | refer the Minister for
Environment and Heritage to her action
yesterday in issuing an interim nature
conservation order to halt clearing on the land
at Pomona near Ingham which is deemed to
be part of a mahogany glider habitat. | also
refer to the fact that only recently her
Government sold 1,000 hectares of similar
timbered land almost adjacent to that site for
$1m. The Minister knew that the land would
be cleared for agricultural wuse. | ask:
notwithstanding the Minister's current action to
protect the mahogany glider, why did her
Government sell for development the land in
the area that was part of the mahogany glider
habitat, yet it is now penalising a freehold
property owner for doing the very same thing?
Is it the case that development is okay for the
Goss Government when it makes money, but
not for a private developer or individual when
a sensitive area such as this is in question?

Ms ROBSON: The first part of the
member's question that | will address is the
sale of land, which, as the member should
know by now, is the responsibility of the
Minister for Lands and does not go through
my department.

Mr Elliott interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! |
member for Cunningham under
Order 123A.

warn the
Standing
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Ms ROBSON: As the member is aware,
the process for the sale of a piece of
property—and | am not familiar with that piece
of property——

Opposition members interjected.

Ms ROBSON: Opposition members
should listen for a minute instead of constantly
interjecting. The process for the sale of
property—whether it be in the honourable
member's area or anywhere else—is that an
assessment is carried out. My department
runs its eye over that land. | can only assume
that, in that case, there is not a mahogany
glider habitat on that land or the department
would not have sold it. | am not going to take
the honourable member's word for it; | will
check with the Lands Department. The
guestion should have been directed to the
Minister for Lands.

In terms of the action that | took
yesterday in issuing an ICO over that piece of
property that was being cleared—the officers
of my department had been doing survey
work in that area determining where the critical
habitat of the mahogany glider is. The
property that was cleared yesterday had been
clearly identified, and talks had been held with
the company that owned that property. They
were aware that there was a habitat on that
land. They had also applied to the council—as
the honourable member would be aware—for
permission to subdivide that area. Part of that
process involves consultation with the
Department of Primary Industries. The DPI
had advised against clearing of that land for a
variety of reasons related to massive sulfate
levels in the soil, soil degradation and other
matters that they were concerned about.

Regardless of all of that and regardless of
the fact that the owner did know that we were
interested in that piece of property, they
proceeded to put the bulldozer through it. | do
not know about other honourable members,
but | think that that is a very disappointing
activity from an industry with which we have
been negotiating very successfully and
comfortably over the past couple of years to
try to identify those critical habitats, because
the majority of the industry is interested in
protecting those species. | do not know what
the arrangement was in relation to the other
piece of land to which the honourable
member referred, but | am perfectly happy to
look into the matter for him.

Water Storage

Mr  CAMPBELL: | refer the Minister for
Primary Industries to the recently announced
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From Strength to Strength package for the
Queensland economy, which included major
water storage works, especially for central
Queensland. | ask: what areas and industries
will benefit from that package?

Mr  CASEY: The honourable member's
guestion is a very good one, because it gives
me the opportunity to tell this House what is
really going to occur in Queensland in relation
to the development of our water resources.
There will be properly planned development in
conjunction with industry so that things can
progress in a good and proper manner. First
and foremost—and this provision is contained
within this year's Budget—in conjunction with
the  Commonwealth  and its  regional
development programs, we will be working on
the raising of the Bingebang and Bedford
weirs on the Mackenzie River, which provide
much-needed water for the mining industry in
central Queensland and for its further
development. No-one in this House could
deny the gigantic benefit that the investment
in the coalmining industry in central
Queensland has given to Queensland.

Mr Stoneman: Your Government won't
even burn its own coal.

Mr  CASEY: The honourable member
for Fitzroy can tell the member for Burdekin
straight out exactly what that development
means to the electorate that he represents.
The member for Burdekin says, "Why don't we
burn the coal and generate the power
ourselves?" He has no concept whatsoever of
the volume of coal that is exported from that
area and the money that that export product
means to the economy of Queensland and to
this Government.

But there is more. As provided in the
Budget brought down by the Treasurer on
Tuesday, we intend to start work on the
redevelopment of a pipeline from the Eungella
Dam to the central Queensland coalmining
fields. That redevelopment will provide major
water supplies not only for the upgrading of
coalmining operators but also for additional
development. And, as with Demtel, "There's
more!" There is no question about it, there is
more. The Eungella Dam upgrade will provide
water for the Collinsville power station, which
was closed down by the Government of which
honourable members opposite were
members. They did not like the people of
Collinsville, so they closed down its power
station. The work that is being done by Mr
McGrady, the Minister for Minerals and
Energy, and Mrs Bird, the member for
Whitsunday, to get that power station off the
ground again is very good indeed, and we will
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provide the water for them.

There is a proposal for a dam on the
Comet River for the burgeoning cotton
industry of Queensland. Today's Courier-Malil
outlines the development of the cotton
industry in this State and what that will mean
for the future, because the central
Queensland region is producing high-quality
cotton.

Ever since | have been the Minister, |
have been working in conjunction with a group
of people from the Dawson River area on an
upgrade of their water supply needs and
requirements. A major structure will be built on
the Dawson River to provide water for the
mining industry, the cotton industry, the
peanut industry, the grain industry and the
many other primary producing groups that are
located along that river.

We are going to open up the Fitzroy
basin, which is a most valuable part of
Queensland. That development will mean not
only the expansion of those crops and groups
but also it will provide great benefits for the
whole of Queensland's economy, particularly
in regional Queensland. That was something
that was never done by members of the
National Party when they were in Government.
They had no concerns whatsoever for the
people of regional Queensland, except for
what they could bleed from them.

Mr Veivers interjected.

Mr  CASEY: Mr Veivers should visit the
electorate of the member for the Callide, who
is not present today, and inspect the Kroombit
Dam. Because of the way it was designed by
the former National Party Government, it has
been built for five years yet there is still not a
drop of water in it. The Atkinson Dam and the
Clarendon Weir were built for political
expediency—pork-barrelling the electorates of
National Party members. We heard nothing
about that from the Leader of the Opposition
in his reply to the Treasurer's Budget Speech.

Arthur Gorrie Correctional Centre

Mr  COOPER: | refer the Minister for
Police and Minister for Corrective Services to
the fact that 16 more mattresses were
delivered to the Arthur Gorrie Correctional
Centre on Tuesday from watch-houses around
the city to facilitate double-ups at the gaol,
which reportedly now has 540 prisoners in a
facility with a design capacity of 308 beds, and
| ask: is it a fact that on Tuesday, when the
prisoners bedded down, all night prisoner
Wayne Bryzac repeatedly raped a fellow
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prisoner, whose agony was confirmed by a
doctor? Is the Minister aware that the prison
manager, Brian Kennedy, was harshly
assaulted by prisoner Bryzac when the
manager confronted him with the charge?
What urgent action will the Minister take to
prevent these degrading assaults and rapes
that are a direct result of his Government's
failed prisons policy, as evidenced by the
doubling-up program?

Mr BRADDY: The whole premise of the
question is wrong. The basis is wrong. | had
some inquiries made of a complaint | received
about a possible rape of a prisoner at the
Arthur  Gorrie Correctional Centre. | am
instructed by the Queensland Corrective
Services Commission that a prisoner who had
indicated some concerns in relation to that
was interviewed by the Corrective Services
Investigation Unit which, as the member
knows, is a police unit attached to the
Corrective Services Commission but is made
up entirely of police officers independent of
the Corrective Services Commission. All
allegations of this nature are referred to the
police in the Corrective Services Investigation
Unit. There is now no complaint of rape by
that prisoner. In addition to the police
investigating him, the prisoner was medically
examined and absolutely no evidence was
found of recent——

Mr  Cooper: Rubbish! It was confirmed
by a doctor.

Mr BRADDY: | am informing the House,
and | object strongly to the imputation——

Mr Cooper interjected.

Mr  SPEAKER: | warn the member for
Crows Nest under Standing Order 123A. He
has been warned. That is his last warning.

Mr  BRADDY: | am informing the House
of the information that | have received, which
is that a qualified medical practitioner
medically examined the prisoner and found no
recent signs of sexual activity of any kind, let
alone rape. He found no marks on the
prisoner's person to indicate that he had been
involved in a struggle of any sort or that he
had been in any way assaulted. So there were
no indications of recent sexual activity, no
indications of assault and no indications of
struggle. The prisoner informed the Corrective
Services Investigation Unit that he did not, in
fact, have a complaint. So the whole basis
and premise of the member's question is
wrong. The prisoner concerned is not
complaining of rape.

We take such allegations very, very
seriously. That is why we have a unit
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independent of the Corrective Services
Commission to investigate them; that is why
we have medical examinations carried out to
see if there is any medical evidence to sustain
them. In both instances, they go against the
premise of the honourable member's question
entirely.

Opposition Roads Policy

Mrs  ROSE: | refer the Minister for
Transport and Minister Assisting the Premier
on Economic and Trade Development to
comments from the member for Western
Downs in relation to the Opposition's roads
policy and, in particular, to the member for
Western Down's commitment to a massive
expansion of the Pacific Highway at the same
time as he complains about too much money
being spent on roads in south-east
Queensland, and | ask: can he advise the
House of the impact that the Opposition's
highway from hell would have on the State's
road budget?

Mr BORBIDGE: | rise to a point of

order. The remarks referred to by the
honourable member were made by the
member for Western Downs during the

Budget debate, which is still before the House.

Mr  SPEAKER: | rule that question out
of order.

Health

Mr  HORAN: | refer the Minister for
Health to the cancellation of surgery at the
Princess  Alexandra  Hospital  yesterday
morning of a patient with an abdominal
aneurism and the cancellation of two theatre
lists while costly medical and theatre staff
stood there waiting——

Mr Veivers interjected.

Mr  SPEAKER: Order! Mr Horan, | am
having trouble hearing you. The member for
Southport! Order!

Dr Watson interjected.

Mr  SPEAKER: | cannot believe this! I
warn the member for Moggill under Standing
Order 123A. Honestly, | was up late watching
the football last night. I am tired. | cannot put
up with this any longer.

Mr  HORAN: | refer the Minister for
Health to the cancellation of surgery at the
Princess  Alexandra  Hospital  yesterday
morning of a patient with an abdominal
aneurism and the cancellation of two theatre
lists, all because of the non-availability of
intensive care beds, while costly medical and
theatre staff stood there waiting to start, and |
ask: is he aware that it may now be necessary
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to transfer this seriously ill patient to a private
hospital or to a hospital outside of Brisbane
because of the fact that, after six years of
Goss Government mismanagement of
expensive, ever-increasing Health budgets,
intensive care beds are still not available at
one of Queensland's biggest tertiary
hospitals?

Mr De LACY: | rise to a point of order.
The Budget is being debated before the
House. | think it is fair enough that, if
honourable members opposite can have a
question that refers to the Budget ruled out of
order, this one ought to be ruled out of order.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The previous
question referred to comments made in the
House during the Budget debate. | am trying
to hear the question. There is no point of
order.

Mr  HORAN: | will ask the second part of
the question again. Is the Minister aware that
it may now be necessary to transfer this
seriously ill patient to a private hospital or a
hospital outside of Brisbane because, after six
years of Goss Government mismanagement
of expensive, ever-increasing Health budgets,
intensive care beds are still not available at
one of the Queensland's biggest tertiary
hospitals?

Mr ELDER: Time and time again, the
member for Toowoomba South comes into
this House, as does the Leader of the
Opposition, and makes outrageous
allegations. We then spend the next 24 hours
running down those allegations only to find
that they are totally false.

Mr Horan: This is absolutely certain.

Mr  ELDER: The honourable member
said that it is absolutely certain. Is it? The last
person whom | would trust with the truth is the
honourable member. Time and time again
when we run these allegations down we find
them to be absolutely false. | will return to the
issue of intensive care services, but let us look
at the record in respect of the allegations
made by the honourable member since | have
been the Minister for Health.

First, the Opposition spokesman claimed
that the Mater would be $5m over budget.
False! Second, he claimed that women having
babies at the Mater would be transferred to
other hospitals. He said that there would be
no more babies delivered at the Mater. False!
Third, the honourable member claimed that all
of the services at the Mater Adult Hospital
would be closed over Easter. False! Fourth,
the honourable member claimed that the
neonatal unit would be closed. False! And Mrs
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Woodgate's son is a practitioner there. Fifth,
the Opposition spokesman claimed that 1,100
mental patients would be thrown out of
hospitals with  deinstitutionalisation. False!
Sixth, the honourable member claimed that
there was a shortage of ICU beds in Brisbane,
and the honourable member used a family as
an example, something which | find
despicable. Again?
Government members: False.

Mr ELDER: False! Time and time again,
we have heard the honourable member
opposite saying that the Liver Transplant Unit
at the PA Hospital would close.

Government members: False.

Mr ELDER: False! Time and time again,
the honourable member presents the House
with these falsehoods, and this is another. We
have discussed ICU. The difference between
the honourable member and me is that | go to
the hospitals and | talk to “intensivists" and

the people within the ICUs. There are
sufficient ICU beds in Queensland and
Brisbane. Let me say for the final time:
anything that the honourable member

opposite comes up with always turns out to be
false when | have tracked it down.

Drug Squad

Mr  BENNETT: | ask the Minister for
Police and Minister for Corrective Services:
could he advise what improvements in
resources there have been in the fight against
drugs under the Goss Government?

Mr BRADDY: In recent years, there has
been a very important breakthrough in relation
to the fight against drugs. It is very interesting
to compare the performance of the police
under our Government with the performance
of the police under the former National Party
Government. In 1989, the Queensland Drug
Squad had 32 staff and a budget of $1.3m. In
1994-95, that budget has grown to $4.129m
with a total staff of 67. We now have regional
squads based in Townsville and Cairns. The
Drug Squad has been very active in trying to
track down the large-scale offenders, rather
than the traditional, small users who were the
targets under the former Government. They
were all that could be targeted under the

measly, miserly allocation of staff and
resources by the former National Party
Government.

In this financial year, the value of drugs
seized is over $660m. There has been a
massive crackdown on the large-scale
organisers of all types of drug operations. In
particular, the Mr Bigs of heroin, cocaine and
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amphetamines  have  been  successfully
targeted. People who read the newspapers
will see frequent references to trials and the
long sentences that are being given to people
involved in the organisation of large-scale drug
use.

Under this Government the Drug Squad
of the Queensland Police Service has been
most successful. It has been successful
because it has been given the ability, through
personnel and resources, to do its job. This is
one of the areas which flies in the face of the
Opposition's claims that we do not expand
operational policing. The facts speak for
themselves. The facts in relation to the Drug
Squad have shown a most successful policing
initiative.

Corrective Services

Mr  BEANLAND: | direct a question to
the Minister for Police and Minister for
Corrective Services. The 1991-92 Corrective
Services Commission annual report indicated
that Queensland had the lowest rate of
readmissions to prisons in Australia—47 per
cent—compared with 57 per cent nationally.
The 1992-93 annual report indicated that the
readmission rate to prisons was 46.2 per cent.
| ask: as the readmission rate has now
skyrocketed to 61 per cent, does the Minister
now concede that his crime prevention and
rehabilitation strategies have been an abject
failure?

Mr BRADDY: In relation to the
Corrective Services Commission figures, the
facts are that a lot of money, time, resources
and personnel have been devoted to
rehabilitation. To start with, | do not accept the
premise in relation to the Opposition's figures.

Mr Beanland: They're your figures.

Mr BRADDY: No. The honourable
member says that they are our figures; | will
have to check them. Particularly in relation to
figures promulgated by Mr Cooper, so many
times | have found that | cannot accept them.
I will check the Opposition's figures.
Yesterday, | read another figure that Mr
Beanland cited in a question to the Premier.
That figure was wrong—that is, the 12.1 year
average term being served by life prisoners.
The  honourable  member was  wrong
yesterday.

Mr  Beanland: | am prepared to table
those figures. They are the honourable
member's figures, not mine.

Mr BRADDY: The honourable member
cited a precise figure yesterday that was
wrong. It was the premise of a question to the
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Premier. | checked it this morning. The
honourable member opposite was wrong. |
am not prepared to accept his figures. | will
check the figures that the honourable member
has given in his question and | will forward an
answer to him.

Queensland Remembers Campaign

Mr DAVIES: | refer the Minister for
Administrative Services to the opening this
evening of the State Archives exhibition
Queensland Remembers, and | ask: can the
Minister provide the House with details of this
display and explain the importance of this
initiative to Queensland?

Mr  MILLINER: | thank the honourable
member for the question, because we are
remembering a very important event in our
history that took place some 50 years ago. |
thank the honourable member for his interest
in it. There is no doubt that Townsville and the
whole of north and far-north Queensland
played a very important role in those very

difficult times. Some 50 years on, the
Australian  Government has taken the
opportunity to remember the feats of the

people who were engaged in those very tragic
and difficult times. As a result of that,
Queensland Archives was invited to participate
in the Queensland Remembers part of the

Australia Remembers campaign. In
undertaking research for this display, the
officers of State Archives have been

discovering the role that the public sector
played during the war years. It is interesting to
learn of some of the activities undertaken at
that time from looking at some of the
documents published. In 1941, the
Queensland Government published a report
titted "Civil Defence of Queensland”, which
showed clearly that—

"It was the duty and responsibility of
the Queensland Government to
adequately provide for every contingency
which might arise affecting the civilian
population by the present war."

The Government of the time had pretty broad
responsibilities. Those responsibilities were
very important, because that was a very
difficult time. The public sector in Queensland
played a magnificent role during that period,
particularly  the Education Department.
Everybody was concerned about the effect
that the war would have on children,
particularly in the event of the threatened
invasion of Queensland. It is interesting to
learn of the contingencies put in place at
schools and in other Government buildings to
ensure the safety of children in particular. The

12022

Legislative Assembly

female population of Queensland rallied to the
war effot and made a tremendous
contribution to it. School children also made a
very valuable contribution during that period.
As the State Archives records show, in many
cases schools grew vegetables that were later
sent to the troops fighting overseas.

This wonderful exhibition will be launched
tonight. It will form a very valuable part of the
Queensland Remembers section of the
Australia Remembers campaign taking place
at present. | am absolutely delighted to be
associated with it.

Train Derailments

Mr  JOHNSON: | refer the Minister for
Transport to the recent spate of Queensland
Rail derailments. | refer also to the critical state
of disrepair of the central line from Emerald to
Longreach and on to Winton and Hughenden
and the line from Blackall to Yaraka, which
has resulted in speed restrictions on those
lines since 1990. | ask: what assurances can
the Minister give—if any—that those lines will
be repaired so that speed restrictions can be
overcome and the Spirit of the Outback and
other trains do not continue to take eight
hours or more to travel from Emerald to
Longreach?

Mr HAYWARD: It must be clearly
recognised that a lot of work has been put into
reviewing and upgrading the train lines to
which the member refers. In addition,
Queensland Rail has adopted new track-laying
techniques in all of those areas to ensure that
the rail system is able to function properly.

Mr  Johnson: There's no money gone
into the tracks.

Mr HAYWARD: On the issue of
derailments, the Opposition displays its
hypocrisy openly. It is a pity that it did not
have such a concern about derailments when
it was in Government.

Mr Johnson:
derailments.

Mr HAYWARD: The records show
clearly that many more derailments occurred
during that period than occur now.

A Government member: They're off
the rails.

Mr  HAYWARD: The Opposition is still
very much off the rails! It does not have any
sort of a transport policy.

In the last four years of the previous
Government, from 1986 to 1989 inclusive,
there was an average of 88 train derailments
per year. Owing to its commitment towards the

We didn't have the
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improved track, in the five years of this
Government there has fortunately been a
significant reduction in that number of
derailments, and there is an average of only
about 58 derailments per year. Put another
way: we have managed to halve the number
of derailments that occur. As | have indicated
clearly, this Government has made a
commitment to monitoring the track running
conditions throughout the State, and that will
continue.

Princess Alexandra Hospital

Mr BEATTIE: | ask the Minister for
Health: can he outline the Government's plans
for the improvement of the Princess Alexandra
Hospital?

Mr ELDER: | most certainly can. Part of
the planning process undertaken over the last
few years has included master planning for
our major hospitals. The master planning for
the Royal Brisbane Hospital is well under way,
as is the master planning for the complete
redevelopment of the Princess Alexandra
Hospital. As | have said previously on many
occasions in this House, | have visited that
hospital numerous times and have seen the
poor state that it is currently in. It was an
absolute disgrace when it was built, and it is
not much better now. It needs refurbishment.
The Government has committed itself to that
refurbishment in the Capital Works Program
outlined in this year's Budget.

This Government has committed itself
wholeheartedly to rebuilding hospitals in this
State through the $1.5 bilion Hospital
Rebuilding and Re-equipping Program over
the next 10 years and the acceleration of that
program this year to $193m to get appropriate
measures under way within those hospitals.

Mr  Horan: Playing catch-up with the
Capital Works Program.

Mr ELDER: | can hear the criticism from
members opposite. | can inform the House
that, in their last year in Government, their
total Capital Works Program for this
State—both in equipment and in
buildings—was a lousy $38m. It is no wonder
that our hospitals are in their present poor
state! That can be attributed to the lack of
commitment on the part of the former
Government to rebuilding hospitals or doing
anything at all about rectifying the problems in
existence.

This week, | announced an extension to
the most important front-line service at PA
Hospital: the accident and emergency
department. That involves a $55m
redevelopment of the front-line service of the
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major hospital on the south side. Through that
service, every year 50,000 people are treated.
After talking to those doctors and nurses in
the early days, we identified a need to provide
that funding and to provide it quickly. That is
the reason for the additional funding being
provided this year.

| want to highlight the fact that many of
the recent allegations made by the Opposition
are false. | followed up the question asked of
the Premier this week about a particular
patient list. As | researched the facts behind
that matter—as | often do—I found the basis
of the information contained in that question
to be false. The patients referred to were on a
list, but they were being serviced by other staff
specialists and VMOs at the hospital. In fact, a
significant number of the patients on that list
had had their operations, and a number of
them had been moved to the lists of other
doctors. The member for Toowoomba South
made a deliberately false statement, which
was then reinforced by the Leader of the
Opposition. That is a continuing pattern of
Opposition members. They have no policies
but instead merely trot out falsehoods one
after the other.

To follow the line of the Minister for
Education—where is the Opposition's policy
on youth health? Pass! Where is its policy on
mental health? Pass! Where is its policy on
dental health? Pass! Where is the
Opposition's policy on hospitals? Pass! The list
goes on and on. The Opposition has had a
policy void since day one. Opposition
members complain about the cost of
bureaucracy. | have been down that path as
well. | can inform the House that Queensland
Health's administration budget is $55m. It
accounts for only 2.5 per cent of the total
budget.

Mr SPEAKER: Order!
guestions has now expired.

The time for

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL
APPROPRIATION BILL
Second Reading (Cognate Debate)

Debate resumed from 25 May (see
p. 12010).
Mr FENLON (Greenslopes)

(11.09 a.m.): It is a pleasure to contribute to
this debate. The Opposition has shown its
arrogance by coming into this place and
criticising this Budget. In doing so, it has
exercised the (greatest hypocrisy that
Queenslanders have ever witnessed. The
Opposition parties have the cheek to put
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candidates on the ground in this State. Those
people wander at large in the State criticising
everything that they see. That is in line with
their counterparts who hold seats in this
Parliament. All Opposition members ever do is
carp and criticise, and that is exactly what the
people of Queensland recognise them for.

We never see Opposition members put
forward any policies for the consideration of
Queenslanders. The people of this State are
well aware that those sitting opposite are the
policy cowards of this State. Members
opposite do not have the courage to stand up
and say, "This is the way we would do things."
They are capable only of criticism and carping.

This Government has the courage to put
to the people of Queensland policy, strategy,
direction and vision. That is what this Budget
does, and that is what shows us to be
different from those opposite. The balanced
1995-96 Budget secures Queensland as the
only debt-free State. Indeed, the State
Government is like the Queensland family that
has been successful in paying off its
mortgage. Unlike other States, which are still
paying off their debts, the Goss Government
can spend every dollar it has on services, and
that has been achieved without the imposition
of new taxes. That has to be compared with
the glimmering of policy that we have seen
from the Opposition, which has come in the
form of "Bankcard" Joan. She tells us that
Queensland should be borrowing money and
that, ultimately, that will change the whole
configuration of the State's balance sheet.
That means that, while she is borrowing, she
is paying for it. If she wants the same level of
services, she will have to tax for it, too.

That is an example of the occasional
glimmerings of policy from the Opposition but,
then again, that will probably be contradicted
by another Opposition member next week.
Half a dozen different positions from various
Opposition members usually follow their
occasional policy.

Mr De Lacy: It's a policy-free zone.

Mr  FENLON: It is a policy-free zone, yet
they have the arrogance to present
themselves as an Opposition. | have news for
Opposition ~ members—an  Opposition  is
supposed to have some type of alternative.
They do not have one. They say, "We will
release our policies and surprise people at the
last minute." Maybe they will do that the day
before the election. If the Opposition does
that, Queenslanders will not get the chance to
hear those policies debated critically.

Opposition members are the first people
to come into this place and whinge, bleat and
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moan if legislation is introduced in this House
and a full debate—that goes on for days and
where every single Opposition member gets
up to have a chance to oppose it—does not
occur. They bleat and whinge then, but they
are basically saying to the people of
Queensland that they want to guarantee that,
when they do put their glimmerings of policies
in front of the people of Queensland, they do
not have the opportunity of being fully and
frankly debated. The Opposition does not
want Queenslanders to know all about the
policies that it might just drop out of its back
pocket at the last moment. That is dishonesty.

They all have their opportunity now to
show their policies to the people of
Queensland. Members opposite are absolute
cowards, and they are all associated with that
cowardly, dishonest, Bjelke-Petersen National
Party Government. They have the absolute
arrogance to try to peddle themselves as
honest people. They are the same people
who sat with Bjelke-Petersen; they are the
same dishonest mob. They are a horrid crew
who sat as part of that Government for all
those years. They are still dishonest and they
are still not prepared to be frank and straight
with the people of Queensland.

The Opposition wants to drop its policies
out at the last minute. It does not want them
debated; it does not want them to face the
bright light of day and the scrutiny of the
people of Queensland. Opposition members
are cowards, and they should own up to that
cowardice.

Mr  Pearce: By the speakers list, we
have another four hours of whingeing and
whining ahead of us.

Mr FENLON: | look forward to it
because every time they get up and whinge
and whine it confirms everything that we have
known and expected of them.

Mr De Lacy: | don't look forward to it.

Mr  FENLON: While we will not enjoy it,
we will all suffer together. Every time they
stand up to make a contribution, every syllable
that they utter confirms what they are about.
They are about cowardice, because they will
not present their policies to the people of
Queensland. They are knockers, whingers and
whiners.

Ms Power: I've got my money on the
member for Charters Towers. I'm waiting for
his comments.

Mr  FENLON: There are sure to be
some shining efforts in the whingeing and
whining stakes, but they will all be the same.
We can be guaranteed that their content will
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all be the same and that they will not contain
policies. The people of Queensland are safe
from any glimmer of policy today, and they will
be for a while yet.

In contrast to that, what we do have in
Queensland today is a vision, strategies and
measures to face the fundamental issues with
which Queenslanders have to deal. These
initiatives are practical, commonsense ways of
dealing with fundamental issues, such as the
fight against crime. This Budget contains an
allocation of $6.3m to change police penalty
rates, which means that there will be more
operational police on our streets at night and
weekends. This is a fundamental, practical
thing that the National Party never even
thought of. This is policy; this is change. It is
happening and it is before us in this Budget. |
will be making sure that the citizens in my
police region will have their share of the 500
new operational police who will come on
stream as a result of allocation from this
Budget.

The members opposite did a little bit of
counting. Some of those who got their paper
bags are still in this place. They were good at
counting then; they had an impeccable
understanding of mathematics then. However,
when it comes to counting the realities that
have come out of this Budget, such as 500
additional police, they have a lot of trouble
and they have to go back to school.

In my electorate, the Police Service is
being aided by CRISP, the new computerised
crime intelligence system, which has actually
helped reduce crime in my local police district.
The extra police will strengthen such initiatives
and drive those initiatives even further towards
reducing crime. The Police budget is up 77.5
per cent, to $541m Statewide, giving us 2,000
more police on the streets since the Nationals
were in power in 1989. That hurts members
opposite. They do not like those mathematics,
but it is true and the people in my electorate
know that it is true.

Under Labor, my local police district
budget has already nearly trebled, from $5.5m
to $15.9m. In that district, police numbers
have already increased from 144 in 1989 to
335 today. That is an increase of 132 per
cent. Again, the Opposition does not seem to
be able to understand or follow those
mathematics, but they are true.

A new property crime squad has been set
up, and the Opposition does not like that
either because it is achieving results. That
does not allow them the opportunity to go out,
as they had for the 32 years before we came
to power, and create fear in the community.
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That property crime squad is achieving real
results.

The new Criminal Code will also be the
fundamental, underpinning factor within this
Budget. It will crack down on perpetrators of
violent crime and crimes against property. The
penalty for break-ins, for example, is doubled.
This legislation is very popular with my
constituents. They realise that the penalties
have been in need of increase, especially
those for crime against the person. People
know that this legislation will have effect and
that it will provide a law that is applicable to
today's circumstances. As | said before,
$6.3m is allocated to change police penalty
rates, and that will have an enormous effect in
terms of the distribution of working hours of
police.

The Goss Government's biggest ever
Health budget targets shorter waiting lists and

re-equipment of our hospitals. These are
fundamental, practical issues to take us
further. We will employ more doctors and

nurses to help Queensland's free hospital
system meet the population pressure that is
facing it. | know that members opposite had
the opportunity to put plans in place when
they were here; but no, even for the last six to
nine years of their Government they were not
even looking at government. They were too
busy fighting among themselves. The old
National/Liberal Party tensions just festered
and grew over those last six to nine years
when they were limping along, and they did
not bother about government at all. They were
interested in the sideshows of government
that went on. There were nice little sideshows
here and there. However, the hard planning
that was required did not occur, especially
after the National Party decided not to take
the Whitlam money back in the early
seventies. Members will find this very
constructive, because they have had their
heads buried in the sand. They did not bother
planning—

Mr  Santoro: Why did you have to bring
in Llew Edwards after six years of Labor
administration?

Mr FENLON: The Nationals and
Liberals did not bother to even use people like
Llew Edwards in those years to assist in
making sure that the hospital system was well
planned and catered for, because they did not
have planning in those years. That is the
answer. Members opposite do not like it. They
do not like the fact that they did not have Llew
Edwards and those people working on a
decent plan in Queensland. They did not have
a Health plan. They let the public hospital
system bop along in those years, and they did
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nothing about it. They did not look after it.
They did not take the Whitlam money—as did
the other States—to fix up the hospital
system, and it has been thumping along badly
ever since, to the extent today that the PA
Hospital does not even match today's
fundamental nursing care requirements. | will
give members an example.

| went to the PA Hospital recently with the
honourable member for Bulimba, as we had
enough interest to go through the place to
find out what is going on. The modern beds
that are needed for modern nursing care do
not fit through the doorways. That is just a
structural problem that nurses have to
confront every day of the week at the PA
Hospital.

Ms Spence: Is that at the PA?

Mr FENLON: At the PA Hospital.
Patients have to be taken out of beds, put on
a stretcher, put on a bed that fits through the
doorways, put outside and put onto another
bed, etc. Modern nursing beds are particular
technological devices. They are larger than
the old ones. They do not fit through the
doorways any more. Even though we have
been pouring money into those places—and
pouring money into the PA Hospital is a prime
example—the way that funding is applied is
inevitably inefficient simply by the sheer
structure of the place.

Ms Spence: It needs refurbishing.

Mr  FENLON: Yes, as the member for
Mount Gravatt indicates, it needs refurbishing,
and that is exactly what is happening now.
Opposition members resent this, too. They do
not want to see change. They want to create
more fear among the population and tell
people that they are not going to be looked
after—but they are, because changes are in
place at the PA Hospital, announcements
have been made, and the jackhammers will
be disturbing the peace out there very soon.
The fact is that the accident emergency area
is going to be redeveloped. There will be a
whole new cardiac and intensive care centre
set up in the very near future. The very
expensive high-technology equipment and
imaging equipment that is badly needed there
is on its way. Honourable members opposite
do not like that, either.

Ms  Spence: Some wards will have to
be moved to QE Il while the PA is refurbished.

Mr  FENLON: | thank the honourable
member for her interjection. Honourable
members opposite do not even have the
sense to support the policies that this
Government has put in place. In the bad old
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days, they built the QE Il Hospital as a public
relations exercise without any planning. It
stands as a monument to bad planning, and it
has been standing there empty all these
years. It has just been a farce. It was put there
to prop up a couple of local National Party
members, but the previous Government did
not bother to fill it up. Specialisation in
hospitals is the hallmark of the system.

A decent range of comprehensive
specialities should be provided in hospitals,
especially in the metropolitan area, so that
there is the critical mass to provide the service.

However, when the Government moves a
medical specialty from one hospital to
another, honourable members opposite are

critical of that. They want to have a little
country hospital model in the middle of a city
area, but that is not the idea of modern
nursing and care. They do not even have the
sense to change their minds, support these
policies and go along with the changes that
are in place. They still want to hark back to the
bad old days. They still want to have QE Il
Hospital vacant, and they still want to have the
PA Hospital limping along without the changes
that we put in place.

We put in place the $1.5 billion Hospital
Rebuilding Program, yet all we hear is harping,
knocking, whingeing and whining from the
member for Toowoomba South, who runs
around creating fear and ignorance in the
population. He does not have policies, and he
cannot match the policies that we put in place.
All he has to back him up in terms of the
power drive behind him—the economic power
drive behind him—is "Bankcard" Joan. He can
run around and wave around his shrouds, but
that is all he has to back him up in terms of
the economic drive that we are going to need
to change this State.

Mr De Lacy: You would reckon they
would stick up for Queensland.

Mr  FENLON: One would think that
honourable members opposite would stick up
for Queensland, but they do not. They are
trying to present an image to the rest of
Australia—to take us back to the old days
when Queensland was a joke. They want us
to go back there, but we will not. We are going
to stick with Queensland people and take
them  forward. This  Government has
leadership and vision. Members opposite are
cowards. They are hiding in their rooms. They
will not come down here and present any sort
of policy to the people of Queensland. They
are hiding under their desks. They will not
present their policies. | look forward to the
passing of the Budget. Even though we are
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going to suffer, | am going to enjoy it because
every syllable spoken by members opposite is
going to confirm that they do not have
policies, they are whingers and whiners and
they do not care. The young people of
Queensland will also be taught the
fundamentals—the basics—of education with
this Budget, which is a good Education
budget. It is the biggest ever Education
budget that we have had in Queensland. It
provides $13m for direct help to P & Cs and
$9.2m for more computers to prepare our
children for the competitive future they face.
The Schools Refurbishment Program, which
has our schools well maintained——

Time expired.

Mr LINGARD  (Beaudesert—Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) (11.28 a.m.): In
1988, the then Leader of the Opposition, Mr
Goss, made Queenslanders a promise that—

"Just as business has prospered
under the economic stewardship of John
Cain in Victoria and John Bannon in
South Australia, so too will business
prosper under a Goss Labor Government
in Queensland."

In those States, we saw massive asset sales
and massive dividends from corporatisation.
Unfortunately, the record of other
economically impoverished Labor regimes is
repeating itself in Queensland. This is a big
spending Labor Budget to rival those of Cain
or Bannon. The Goss Government wants
voters to believe that big spending is the
magic solution to the chronic breakdown in
service provision in this State. But as the
Opposition has stated time and time again in
this House, big spending means nothing
unless the money is being spent wisely,
effectively and efficiently. That is where Labor
is failing the people of Queensland. After six
years, Labor has shown that it cannot
manage. It cannot overcome the power of the
bureaucrats who have no responsibility to the
people and who simply depend on the
Government for their existence.

Since 1989, the Goss Labor Government
has outstripped every other State Government
in the country. It has the fastest rate of
spending seen since John Cain brought down
Victoria. Expenditure in this Budget outstrips
Labor's first Budget in 1990-91 by some 43
per cent. But have we seen a corresponding
improvement in service provision? No! Have
we seen a 43 per cent increase in the number
of police? No!

| refer to the brochure that has been

distributed in the Logan area. The Police
Union's concern about policing has led it to
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deliver a brochure in the Logan/Beenleigh
area and forced it to make comments about
policing in general. That brochure is headed,
"Do you feel safe in your homes?" and carries
the subheading, "The Thin Blue Line". In that
brochure the union states—

"Not enough police to protect you."

Those union members know that the policy for
calculating the numbers in each police station
is to take the number of existing police, add
the number of recruits who are being trained
at Oxley, divide by the number of stations and
that is the number of police officers for those
stations. The brochure further states—

"Over 40 Unfilled vacancies in your
area".

| know that newspapers have carried criticisms
of that brochure, but the union members in
the Logan police district which covers my
electorate—Beaudesert, Jimboomba,
Beenleigh and Mount Tamborine—say that
there are 40 unfilled positions. Police who
have been transferred from those positions
have not been replaced. The union says that
that is a vacancy, and clearly it is. If a person
has been seconded to another place then,
clearly, that has created a vacancy. There are
40 unfilled positions in the Logan/Beenleigh
area.

The brochure continues—
"Community Policing is failing".

Honourable members will remember the
last Lantern Awards. They are special awards
given by the Police Service for special
community services in Queensland. Who won
it? The Logan police won it. With what? They
won it with the Kids and Cops Program. But
the Kids and Cops Program had already been
disbanded when that award was presented to
them. It was disbanded because the police
officers were not allowed to attend the Kids
and Cops meetings while they were on duty. It
has been disbanded, yet that award was
presented by the Queensland Police Service
with the Minister and the Police Commissioner
present. That program was selected for an
award even though it was no longer in
operation.

The brochure continues—
"Police response time increases".

That is certainly the case in the Beaudesert
and Jimboomba areas. On a Sunday night,
people cannot get access to police on the 000
number unless they continue to ring and ring
and then impress upon the police that it is a
matter of urgency.

The brochure further states—
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"Pro-active
existent".

No preventive measures have been taken by
the Police Service. | have spoken with police
officers who have told me that when they
come on duty at 4 o'clock in the afternoon,
they have 10 jobs which they need to deal
with immediately. So | certainly support the
Logan police in their efforts to carry their
message to the public.

However, what was the answer from the
Government and the media? The answer from
Tony Koch published in the Courier-Mail was
nothing but a vicious attack on the Police
Union, and especially on one particular
member of that union. Whatever Tony Koch's
reasons were for doing that hatchet job, which
| do not believe was a professional approach
by a journalist, the police at Logan still have
their problems and Mr Koch knows that. |
believe that it is the right of the police, if they
have continued to make representations to
the Minister and they have continued to be
knocked back, to continue distributing that
brochure which they have delivered to all of
the residents in the Logan/Beenleigh area.

Have we seen a similar increase in the
number of doctors and nurses, hospital beds
or a matching decrease in hospital waiting
lists? Clearly, we have not. Have we removed
oversized classes from the school system?
No, we have not. As Mr Mackie said at the
start of this year, last year 13 per cent of
primary school classes were oversized and 8
per cent of secondary school classes were
oversized. Do we have a better deal for rural
communities? The answer to all these
guestions is, sadly, "No, we have not."

It is to Labor's universal discredit that
front-line services for ordinary Queenslanders
have stagnated, despite millions being poured
into the system. Consider the massive capital
works budget. Closer inspection of that
document reveals that many of the so-called
new initiatives are leftovers from last year's
Budget. They are stale and empty promises.
On Wednesday, | went to Rockhampton. The
people in that town are bitter about the fact
that funding for a psychiatric unit of $4.1m
that had been announced last year was
announced again this year. Funding for a
community health centre of $3.8m continues
to be announced. As the member for Albert
knows, the Waterford bridge has been
announced in the past three Budgets. In each
of those Budgets $15m has been allocated,
but work still has not started. | suppose it will
be started next year. The people are entitled
to ask: where have those three lots of $15m
gone?

campaigns are  non-
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All we have seen are rehashed figures
and rehashed Budgets from a tired
Government that simply fails to live up to its
rhetoric. The voters of Queensland are sick
and tired of that rhetoric. They are sick of the
stunts and the cheap tricks. And they are sick
of the backdoor taxes that this Government is
raking off them.

Under this Government, State-based
revenue has skyrocketed. It has jumped a
staggering 58.5 per cent. Yet the Premier and
the Treasurer want the people of Queensland
to believe them when they say, "No new
taxes." It has the same phoney ring as the
Keating tax cuts that were l|-a-w. Goss has
taken a leaf out of Keating's book. So much
of the proposed expenditure is in two or three-
year programs, or 10-year programs like the
hospital capital works program. It is off in that
post-election never-never land. It is a Labor
hoax. Today, they talk big figures and big
expenditure. But whether it ever materialises
tomorrow is doubtful. That phantom funding
just sits there to make the books look good.

The Government has been trying to
make as much mileage as it can from the cuts
to stamp duty on share transactions. That is
also a diversion—a red herring to draw
attention away from the massive increase in
the tax take. But this cut in stamp duty on
share transfers does nothing for the battler. It
does nothing for the man in the street. Labor
has dumped its traditional supporters in favour
of the big corporations that will benefit from
this tax cut. The Deputy Premier is often
having a go at banks about their fees and
charges. If this Government was serious about
looking after the pensioners and the battlers, it
would have cut its bank accounts debits tax.
Instead, the tax take on the everyday
operating accounts of ordinary Queenslanders
is to rise by 10.5 per cent this year. What a
sham!

On the revenue side, corporatisation is
the major ingredient of the Treasurer's Budget
magic pudding. It is the ingredient that fills
and re-fills the coffers. There has been a 900
per cent revenue increase from corporatisation
during the Ilife of this Government to
underwrite the spending frenzy. In 1994-95,
the Goss Government reaped a total of
$368.8m in dividends and tax equivalents
from corporatised bodies. This year the figure
is $537m, which is a massive 45.6 per cent
increase.

The tills are ringing, thanks mainly to the
electricity industry. It is the major contributor to
this revenue pot of gold. Last year, it paid a
staggering $235m in dividends and tax
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equivalents, forming nearly 65 per cent of the
Government's total corporatisation profits. But
this Government, brimming with its usual
stinginess, said, "Don't worry. We will take
$235m from the electricity industry, but we will
give $35m back as a community service
obligation.” What a stingy amount! While
$235 million is taken out at one end,
honourable members should consider what is
happening at the service end.

The Beaudesert Electricity Savers Team,
referred to as BEST, was recently kicked off in
my electorate. The BEST program is a
response to the Goss Government's corporate
raiding of profits from the newly corporatised
electricity industry. SEQEB knows that unless
it cuts electricity usage it will have to provide
some expensive capital infrastructure. So it
knows that it must have a saving scheme. | do
not mind programs encouraging the use of
fluorescent lights or the reduction of energy
use by schools, but I am certainly concerned
to hear that SEQEB is now saying to the
farmers that it will cut out their irrigators
between half past six and half past nine at
night. What a decision! At present, in a trial
program, it is asking for volunteers to take part
in that scheme by offering them financial
reimbursement in order to establish whether it
can cut out an irrigator at 6.30 p.m. and throw
an impulse through it and start it again at
9.30 p.m..

What a ridiculous decision! To say to a
group of people in a community, "Your
irrigators cannot be used between half past 6
and half past 9" is not even an ecologically
sound decision, because farmers have to
irrigate for a certain period of time. Does that
mean that they have to irrigate during the
day? Those fellows sit there and take the
$235m that the QEC presents; but at the
other end—the service end—they say to the
poor old farmer, "Your irrigators cannot be
used between half past 6 and half past 9 at
night, especially during the winter period,
especially when the demand exists."

There is no money in the kitty to build the
infrastructure that is needed to meet the
consumer demand. The Government has
taken it all under corporatisation. This is why
the electricity industry is desperately searching
for methods to slash demand. That has had
to be done to head off the crunch in 1998
when demand will exceed the system's ability
to supply. SEQEB's answer is that it is easier
to switch off the power for people when the
load is excessive or, as SEQEB executives
say, "Shift energy from peak periods to other
times of the day." SEQEB's BEST program
has far wider and more sinister implications for
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electricity users, particularly primary producers
across the State. SEQEB's Chairman, Mr
Popple, admitted that at the launch of the
BEST program in Beaudesert earlier this year.
Irrigators are one of the principal targets of this
load-shedding program. My concern is that as
the  program  spreads  Statewide and
Government demand on the industry fund
increases—as Labor's revenue greed will
dictate it will—the voluntary nature of power
cuts under the pilot BEST program will be
rescinded. Blackouts will be more frequent
and longer than promised, and compensatory
discounts may be withdrawn.

This Government fails to recognise that
access to electricity supply is a person's
fundamental right. This Government has a
duty of care to ensure its uninterrupted supply
and not to use the QEC as a milch cow so
that Labor can spend up big and look good
for State elections.

The corporatisation of business units
within the Department of Administrative
Services is also an interesting budgetary ploy.
Those business units provide services to other
Government departments for a fee and the
profits that they make go straight back to
consolidated revenue in the form of dividends
and tax equivalents. It smacks of the
productivity dividend, in which a percentage of
departmental budgets is lopped off and
remains in consolidated revenue. The
mechanism is different, but the result is the
same. Departments are paying increased
levies to include a profit margin for the
services of the business units in the
Department of Administrative Services, and
the profits go back to Treasury.

Again this year, the Government's total
revenue from corporatised bodies rises,
primarily owing to the corporatisation of
Queensland Rail and the water supply
industries. Already, we have seen the impact
of the rail fiasco on rural communities. To
make Queensland Rail more profitable, this
Labor Government decided it would remove
those unprofitable lines. The then Minister for
Transport and Queensland Rail made up a hit
list targeting one-third of this State's ralil
network. One-third! The Goss Government did
not want loss-making units in Queensland Rail
to drag down the corporate profit margins. It
did not care about the rural communities who
used those rail lines. It was only the public
outcry and Vvilification of this Government's
actions that saved those lines from immediate
extinction. | say ‘"immediate extinction"
because those lines are still under threat. The
Government has been fiddling around with the
services on those lines—changing timetables
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and the like. Rail schedules to a number of
remote areas throughout the State have been
altered to the point that lines are virtually
unserviceable for regular freight transport. Ralil
closures through rail chaos is the secret
agenda here. The Thallon-Dirranbandi service
is an example. Queensland Rail's mandarins
made the prospect of carrying freight on that
line impossible. To send something from
Toowoomba took three days via Brisbane,
and freight cartage on the line has been
plummeting. The people cannot use it; it is
unworkable.

Water resources are also to be
corporatised. However, this Government has
failed to outline its water charging policies. It
has kept them secret. That is no surprise,
considering the sneaky and underhanded way
in which it went about drafting the tree-clearing
and natural resource management guidelines.
In August 1993, the Government issued a
water pricing policy options paper. To date,
the Government has hidden its water pricing
plan deliberately. Rural communities should
not trust the Government on this issue. The
1993 options paper canvasses increases in
water charges across-the-board, including
charges on unregulated water supplies as well
as full cost recovery on infrastructure and

water supply, with an additional profit
component thrown in.
The great danger with the Goss

corporatisation plan is that it will head down
the same path as the Cain Labor
Government, which used corporatised
authorities as a milch cow and whittled down
their capital by seizing dividends greater than
their profits. Assets sales have also
contributed to the revenue recipe. Just look at
the ongoing disposal of assets. Since it came
to Government, the Goss Government has
raided in excess of $400m from the State's
asset base.

Much of the recent asset disposal
program is concentrated in rural rationalisation
centres identified under the Government
Employee Housing Scheme. The Minister for
Administrative Services, facing criticism of this
blatant cash grab over rural and regional
assets, stuck his neck out and promised that
$20.4m would be reinvested in public service
housing in rural and regional areas. In one of
the numerous letters to the editor that the
Minister wrote to rural papers on this score, he
stated—

"Rural and isolated communities now
know exactly where we will be building 86
homes"—

86 homes, he said—
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"this financial year. Other homes will be
upgraded."”

This week in Parliament, the Minister revealed
that nowhere near that amount had been
built. In fact, the Budget documents show that
only 34 have been built. Leaked
Administrative Services Department
documents show that the intended budget for
new houses in rural areas was just $10m plus
$5m for routine maintenance. That falls way
short of the Minister's promised $20.4m. |
estimate that the 34 new houses that the
Minister did manage to build would have cost
no more than $5m—that is, if they came in on
budget. So what happened to the balance of
the revenue? Where is the money? Obviously,
it has gone into consolidated revenue.

The Government is secretly planning to
introduce market rate rents for public servants
in rural and regional areas. | have documents
that show that a Cabinet decision in July 1994
approved further investigation of this option by
the Department of Administrative Services.
The department has carried out close to 4,000
inspections and valuations, including
valuations of market rents. The results of this
research were to be provided to Cabinet early
this year to consider the introduction of market
value rents. However, that has been deferred
until after the election because, obviously, it is
such a hot potato. Public servants should be
on notice: this Government is revenue hungry.
It did not go to the trouble of valuing market
rents for the heck of it. Market value rents for
public service housing are very much on
Labor's agenda.

There is no better example of this
Government's inability to manage than the
Department  of  Administrative  Services.
Wasteful  incompetence is behind the
budgetary blow-outs on both the Brisbane and
Cairns Convention Centre projects. However,
the whole fiasco has evolved from one of
bungling incompetence to one of political
corruption of public accountability. Of course, |
refer to the PWC's squashing of a public
inquiry into this unacceptable waste of public
money. This Government runs a mile from
accountability for its expenditure.

I will finish on that note because,
obviously, a lot of money has been wasted by
this Government. The budget for the
convention centre was supposedly $140m. It
then went to $170m. Now it is $203m. Clearly,
the dogs are barking that the cost is much,
much more.

Mr SANTORO
Leader of the Liberal
Yesterday,

(Clayfield—Deputy
Party) (11.49 a.m.):
the Leader of the Opposition
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described the 1995-96 Goss Labor Budget as
a Budget of missed opportunities, of
attempted patch-ups, of sneaky taxes, of
book fiddles and a Budget lacking in the vision
that should be possessed by any Government
running this great State of ours.

Mr Fenlon interjected.

Mr  JOHNSON: | rise to a point of order.
The honourable the member for Clayfield is
trying to make a speech and interjections that
have no relevance at all to the debate are

being made.
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr
Bredhauer):  Order! The  member for

Greenslopes will cease intersecting. There is
no point of order. | call the member for
Clayfield.

Mr  SANTORO: | wish to go one step
further and say that it is this Goss Labor
Budget which, more than the previous five
Goss Labor Budgets, tells Queenslanders
clearly that this is the Labor Government that
is no different from the Labor Governments
that have sent other Australian States broke.

It is a Budget which, through its
assumptions and its forecasts, is an admission
of defeat and rapidly accelerating economic
decline in a State that would be able to
provide its people with so much more if only
the Goss Labor Government and the
Treasurer could manage its rich resources. In
the time available to me, | do not wish to
elaborate on what is, as my colleagues have
already demonstrated, a massive collapse of
service delivery wunder the Goss Labor
Government. The people of Queensland
understand very well that this Budget is a big-
spending Labor Budget, with the expenditure
part of the equation being $11.65 billion.
People also understand that it is a big-taxing
Labor Budget, with total revenue predicted to
come in at $11.6 billion.

| am sure that Queenslanders, although
reluctantly, would be prepared to stomach the
massive increase in Government taxation if
only they knew that they were receiving value
for their tax dollars and if only they knew that
their money—and | stress "their money"—was
being well spent by the Government.
Unfortunately, that is not the case, and all
Queenslanders know intuitively and explicitly
that they are much worse off today in terms of
Government service delivery than was the
case in 1989 when the Goss Labor Party
came to power.

My colleagues on this side of the House
have spoken about and demonstrated in a
very eloquent way the tragedy of long hospital
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waiting queues, the rapidly escalating rate of
violent crime and break and enters in our
suburbs, increasing class  sizes, the
mechanical and technological decline of the
equipment used by our emergency services,
and the collapse of morale and confidence
within our public service. No amount of
justification and false self-glorification by
members opposite will convince honourable
members on this side of the House—or,
indeed, any reasonable Queenslander—that
we are better off today than we were when the
mob opposite took over the financial and
administrative running of this State.

The fact is that the people of Queensland
will not be fooled by the Government's
rhetoric, because they are experiencing the
pain of the Government's con job, so much so
that many honourable members on the other
side of the House will not be returning to this
place after the next election. The people will
pass harsh judgment on the Government's
squandering of their hard-earned tax dollars,
which it is confiscating in ever-increasing
amounts year after year. They will judge with
great severity the Government's abysmal
neglect of social and industry infrastructure,
and its social engineering and politicisation of
the public service. They will look closely at the
declining economic indicators, the record level
of strike and industrial disputation in this State
and the missed opportunities. At the ballot
box, the people of this State will say that the
Government is not good enough. And as they
go about doing so, all that they—and, indeed,
we—need to do is to look at the assumptions
and at the forecasts contained in the
Treasurer's Budget documents to realise that
this is a Budget based on passiveness and on
admissions that the economic Goss Labor
Government roller-coaster for the State of
Queensland is well and truly on.

So what do the Budget documents tell us
about the Government expectations for the
Queensland economy? Let us look at the
assumptions and forecasts that the Treasurer
would not want us to talk about. On page 2 of
the Treasurer's Budget Overview, the
Government admits that growth in the
economy is expected to moderate. Therefore,
the Government acknowledges that it cannot
keep the State's growth rate at its present
level. In other words, the Government is at a
loss to sustain the current level of
performance.

On page 12 of the same document, the
Goss Labor Government says that real growth
in gross State product—that is, economic
growth— will be 5.5 per cent for 1994-95, and
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only 4.3 per cent for 1995-96. In other words,
growth will occur, but it will be less this year
than it was last year. What the Government is
admitting is that it is unable to sustain the
growth of the State. On page 22 of the
Budget Overview, we are provided with the
forecasts on private gross fixed -capital
expenditure. As honourable members on this
side of the House have said, private gross
fixed capital expenditure has been falling in
Queensland every year since 1992 and is
expected to be negative in 1995-96. This is a
very bad statistic for the Government. This
means that the Government is expecting a
reduction in the amount of money being spent
on private fixed capital, and that is caused in

the main by reduced expenditure on
dwellings.
Growth in  business investment is

expected to fall by more than half, from 18.7
per cent to 7.3 per cent, this being due to a
reduction in the growth in non-dwelling
construction from 15.4 per cent to 9.7 per cent
and the huge drop in the growth of plant and
equipment investment from 20.6 per cent to
59 per cent. This data compares
unfavourably with the national equivalent
growth figures. National private gross fixed
capital expenditure will grow by 4.2 per cent,
while Queensland's will fall by 2.7 per cent.
National business investment will grow by 13
per cent, but in Queensland it will grow by only
7.3 per cent. National plant and equipment
investment growth will be 11 per cent, but in
Queensland it will be only 5.9 per cent. So
much for this Government's boast that
Queensland is the leading State! That boast is
a joke, and the figures that | have
cited—which are the Treasurer's own
figures—clearly prove this.

| am sure that all members in this place
would agree that the key determinant of
sustained long-term economic growth is
business investment. In Queensland, the rate
of business investment is falling, while in the
rest of Australia it is increasing. If this trend
continues, it will quickly result in the rest of
Australia catching up to and surpassing
Queensland's performance in the very near
future. The other and related statistic which is
equally interesting is the forecast of public final
demand.

Mr J. H. Sullivan interjected.

Mr  SANTORO: To try to make up for
the decline in growth in private sector
spending, the Queensland Government is
increasing public spending. According to the
Budget documents, public final demand in
Queensland will be 4.6 per cent compared
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with 3.5 per cent in the rest of Australia.
Clearly, the Queensland Government is
attempting a typical Keynesian "spend your
way out of recession" solution to the problem.
This is at a time when the rest of the country is
employing the more reasonable approach of
encouraging growth in the private sector of the
economy. But this Government is saying that,
firstly, we need to look at growth in the public
sector rather than in the private sector.

Clearly, Queensland is losing the edge on
the other States. The growth differentials are
narrowing. As Queensland is small and
therefore relatively quick to respond to
economic shocks and policy settings—and |
am now addressing the interjection from the
honourable member—it is reasonable to
expect that we will enter recessions sooner but
also recover sooner. If this is accepted—and |
am sure that honourable members will accept
this—then it is reasonable to expect the larger
States to start outperforming Queensland
soon as their huge productive capacity comes
back on line as a result of enlightened non-
Labor policies.

In addition, Queensland did not suffer the
dramatic financial collapses of the southern
States and so we did not go into deep
recession as did the rest of the country. So it
should have been easier to recover from the
recession in this State. And that is why this
Goss Labor Budget represents a missed
opportunity. Rather than containing forecasts
which reflect the inherent strength of the
Queensland economy and its prudent
financial management, we have been given
by the Treasurer a set of figures which admit
defeat and decline. The Treasurer is setting us
all up for the fall, and it is a disgrace that as
he does so his public rhetoric perpetrates the
con of the past five Labor Budgets. And, of
course, we heard about the vast increase in
total taxes and charges outlined in great detail
by the shadow Treasurer in her reply to the
Budget yesterday. For the sake of avoiding
repetition, | will not go on about that issue.
However, the vast increase represents a very
real increase in the burden carried by
Queensland business and again represents a
missed opportunity by this big-spending and
big-taxing Labor Government. There are also
one or two hidden and vicious tax slugs which
I, but obviously not the Treasurer, feel are
worth talking about.

When considering the growth of revenue,
it is interesting to note that on page 6 of the
Budget Overview the Goss Government is
quoting Consolidated Fund aggregate
percentage growth as the increase from
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estimated actual to Budget. It could be
argued that a better indicator is from Budget
to Budget, as this takes into account the
underlying growth in the Government's
intention to raise revenue. Members will recall
that in 1994-95, the estimated actual
revenues are expected to exceed the
budgeted revenues by about 3.9 per cent. If
this occurs again this year, the increase in
revenues from the 1994-95 estimated actual
to the 1995-96 estimated actual will be the
sum of the Government's quoted growth rate
plus the blow-out of 3.9 per cent. This would
result in an increase in taxes, fees and fines of
about 9 per cent. This growth in revenue is
more in line with the Government's stated
increases in expenditure of about 8 per cent,
plus the small increase in the underlying
surplus.

On page 30 of the Budget Overview, the
Treasurer seeks to present his data from a
Budget to estimate angle, not estimated
actual to estimate. This gives an increase in
taxes, fees and fines of 8.7 per cent, not the
5.1 per cent quoted by the Government, and
an increase in total State revenue of 11.7 per
cent, not the 6.2 per cent quoted by the
Treasurer. This is far in excess of any
economic growth being achieved and is
therefore hard to pass off as the result of
increases in economic activity.

We have heard quite a bit about the
decrease in certain taxes by the Government
in this Budget and in particular the reductions
in payroll tax and stamp duty on share
transactions. | wish to touch briefly on the
issue of payroll tax and stamp duty. The
Opposition acknowledges that the increase in
the payroll tax threshold is good, but it is slow
in its application and the decrease is too low.
Government members need to be reminded
that, when previous non-Labor Governments
increased the threshold, it was done in 50,000
lots and those amounts applied immediately.
That is not the case in this Budget.
Government members would appreciate that
payroll tax is a tax on jobs and that it should
be reduced as much as possible. Considering
that the payroll tax revenue for the first time
will exceed $1 billion, the threshold should
have been raised even more to attack the
youth unemployment problem and to ease
the burden on the struggling business sector.
Members will recall that the Government is
expecting an underlying surplus of about
$450m, which could be used to immediately
reduce the tax on jobs by almost 50 per cent.

Another very negative aspect of the
taxing specifics of this Budget is the huge
increase in the stamp duty which is payable
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on the purchase of residential property.
Because of their lack of diligence Government
members may not be aware of the detail, but |
can inform them that the Budget gives effect
to an increase from 1 per cent to 2.88 per
cent in the stamp duty payable on that part of
the purchase price of a house which is in
excess of $250,000. If the property is being
purchased for an investment purpose, then
the rate increases to 3.43 per cent.

All  honourable members represent a
large number of constituents who live in
suburbs and localities in which house values
do exceed $250,000. From this point
onwards, the stamp duty that they will have to
pay will increase by either 188 per cent or 243
per cent, which I am sure all Government
members would appreciate is well and truly
above the expected rate of inflation.

Mr De Lacy: That's got nothing to do
with this Budget. That was two years ago.

Mr  SANTORO: The Treasurer could not
answer a question asked of him at a breakfast
the other day. They had to send him a letter,
which he has still not answered.

Mr De Lacy: That was two years ago.

Mr  SANTORO: | am talking about the
stamp duty provisions contained in this
Budget. | say to the Treasurer that this sounds
like the continuation of class warfare, and it is
another example of how class-conscious this
Labor Government is.

This Budget does very little to enhance
the welfare of the people of Queensland.
Queenslanders will continue to suffer from the
chronic lack of service delivery that they have
come to expect from this Government. They
will continue to pay high taxes, fees and
charges. They will continue to experience the
ever-increasing incidence of crime in our
suburbs and a public hospital system in
decay. | heard the honourable member who
preceded me claim how wonderful the public
hospital system is, but he would not take an
interjection and tell us why somebody who
tried to gain access to one of our public
hospitals could not do so and ended up
camping in a public park and then catching a
cab home.

We have an education system stretched
to the limit, with ever-increasing class sizes
and stressed-out teachers; we see the
destruction of the environment and rare
natural habitats for the sake of road
construction, about which the public has not
even been consulted; we see the collapse of
morale and motivation within an increasingly
politicised public service, and all of this despite
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the massive increase in taxation and
expenditure that has been forced on
Queensland by the Goss Labor Government
and the Treasurer. This is further proof of the
point that Labor Governments cannot
manage money; they squander inheritances
left to them by non-Labor Governments and
impose administrative and vindictive
nightmares on their public servants.

At an electorate level, the complaints
about the Goss Labor Government echo
those of wider Queensland. My electorate of
Clayfield is no exception, for Clayfield—just like
every other electorate—has suffered a
massive decline in and, in many cases, a
massive withdrawal of Government services.
The examples are crystal clear, and | will
mention a few of them for the edification of all
members, but particularly for the edification of
Government members, who claim that
Queenslanders are better off under the Goss
Labor Government.

Try telling my constituents in Whinstanes,
Eagle Junction, Clayfield, Ascot, Hamilton,
Nundah, Doomben, Albion, Hendra,
Pinkenba, Wooloowin and Kalinga, who have
seen their police stations effectively closed
down, that they are better off in terms of law
and order. The police stations in Hamilton,
Clayfield and Nundah have been effectively
closed down; they have been shop-fronted
and a cluster system which is rejected totally
by my constituents has been implemented. |
can speak with authority on this subject,
because | conducted a survey of all my
constituents and that is what they told me.
They told me of slow response rates; they told
me of the declining confidence that they have
in the capacity of the Police Service to police
their suburbs. They want the restoration of
genuine law and order services within the
electorate of Clayfield and right across
Queensland. My constituents say that just
having a police officer at a police station
answering phones and not being able to
respond immediately to a local crime situation
is not good enough.

Try telling those residents within my
electorate that the closure of the Eagle
Junction-Pinkenba branch line was a good
thing and that the substitute minibus rail
service represents a better service. Try telling
them that it was necessary to close that
branch rail service because it was running at
approximately a $250,000 loss, and then try
teling them that the other branch lines
throughout Queensland that were also
running at a loss were not closed. That action
was taken because the then Minister for
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Transport required rolling stock for a new line
that was running through his electorate.

Try telling the people who live near and
experience the Nundah bottleneck that a
solution to that problem is not overdue and
should not be implemented forthwith. This
Government has been sitting on proposed

solutions arrived at by the Transport
Department  after extensive consultation.
Again this Government sits on its hands

because it is too mean-minded to spend the
dollars. It will use the excuse that there is an
inquiry under way, but there has been inquiry
after inquiry by this Government into that
problem.

Mr Fenlon interjected.

Mr  SANTORO: The people of Clayfield
and Nundah want a solution to be
implemented. They want some of the billions
of dollars that this Government says it spends
wisely to be spent on eliminating the Nundah
bottleneck—

Mr Nuttall interjected.

Mr  SANTORO:—which will lead to an
increase in the welfare not only of the people
in my electorate but also those represented by
many other members, including those who
mindlessly interject. Do Government members
not want to see the Nundah bottleneck
solved? | note that they do not say anything
about that, because if they did they would be
condemned by their constituents, who also
have trouble getting into the city through the
Nundah bottleneck.

There is also the great farce of the failed
experiment of the airport tollway, which the
people of Clayfield overturned by sheer force
of numbers and people power.

An honourable member interjected.

Mr  SANTORO: | take the interjection
from the honourable member. Modesty
prevents me from putting the point any more
strongly—it was due to good representation by
their local member.

The people of the electorate of Clayfield
and the people of Queensland in general will
not be conned. They are not getting value for
money from this Treasurer and from this
Government. This is a big-spending Labor
Budget, but it falls down on service delivery. |
am confident that many Government
members who spoke during this debate have
now delivered their last speech in this
Chamber.

Mr  VEIVERS (Southport) (12.09 p.m.):
In presenting this year's Budget, the Treasurer
told us that it reaps the rewards of six years of
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hard work and commitment to fiscal discipline.
The truth is that it represents the sixth time
that the Goss Government has gambled on
growth. This Budget smacks of a lack of
vision. The Goss Government has proved that
it lacks the skills to develop and utilise cash
management. In 1989, the  coalition
Government handed over to the Treasurer
$894m. According to this year's Budget, there
will be only $2.3m left in the kitty by June
1996. What a rip-offt Where has it all gone?
Perhaps the Government should take heed of
the members on this side of the Chamber, the
side that has a record of building Queensland
from strength to strength.

The Premier and the Treasurer are taking
us from weak to weaker. How many cranes
are in the Queensland skies? How many
kilometres of railway electrification have
occurred under this Government? How many
power stations has it built to keep the lights on
in Queensland? None! We had a brownout on
the Gold Coast the other night and we are not
even into winter yet! This week we have heard
the rhetoric of the Premier, the Treasurer and
even the Prime Minister about how rosy it is in
Queensland. It is a great place, | agree, but it
should be better for all Queenslanders, not
just for the few who want to toe the line and
get into bed with this Government.

| suggest that Mr Goss, Mr De Lacy and
Mr Keating try to persuade to that view a large
group of people within my electorate on the
Gold Coast, where a survey to be released
this weekend shows quite a different picture.
This survey shows high youth
unemployment—26.5 per cent for the 15 to
19-year-old group. It shows that 46 per cent of
families in the Southport Catholic parish earn
less than $30,000 a year. Many earn much
less and are struggling to survive. In fact, the
disparity between the wealthy and those living
on subsistence levels is growing. Government
members might like to talk to the real estate
industry. | do not mean the high-fliers, I mean
the small-business people, many of whom
have been around the Southport/Labrador
area contributing to the local economy and
producing jobs for young locals for decades.
They are at a standstill. Government members
might like to talk to some of the tourism
operators on the Gold Coast. Once again, |
refer to the little blokes, not just the five-star
groups—although even they are hurting. In
recent weeks, tourism has plummeted by 40
per cent, yet the Minister for Tourism and the
Treasurer keep telling us that everything is
rosy.

| turn now to the Queensland Tourist and
Travel Corporation, which received a pittance
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handout from the Budget to regional tourist
authorities. We get promises, promises,
promises from the Minister but for every year
of the five years that the Labor Party has
been in Government there has been no
appreciable increase in funding for the areas
where tourism really ticks and starts. The
Minister says, "They'll be better off in the long
run." Maybe he should try to convince the
regional authorities of that. |1 can tell him now
that they are far from convinced. They believe
that, as a result of this Budget, they have
gone backwards.

Recently, | was one of many critics of the
QTTC who suggested that it was out of touch
with the industry. The Minister jumped to its
defence. Let me tell the Minister that the
industry was not convinced then, and it was
not convinced again this morning. The
Minister might like to read an article in today's
Gold Coast Bulletin headed "QTTC Boss
Slammed Over Airport Claim". This is the
same man who came under attack recently at
a conference on the Gold Coast that was
called to allow the industry to quiz QTTC
executives about its role and future direction.
When that QTTC boss left, most of the 200 or
more people who were there were furious at
the arrogance shown by him and were far
from pleased at the way their industry was
overseen by what they believed was a QTTC
that was out of touch with the grassroots of
the industry and with a "we know better than
you" attitude.

Is this not a symptom of all that is wrong
with the Goss Government? It emerges in just
about every department. There is a great
capacity to gather revenue, taxes, charges
and corporate dividends, but it always needs a
bigger army of bureaucrats who are put in
charge of running affairs, most of whom have
no street knowledge of that particular activity.
The Government gets them all from down
south. They are charging out of Victoria and
South Australia.

| turn now to accountability—the great
rock on which this Government supposedly
stands and prides itself. | want to refer to what
I might call a conspiracy of alliance. | am
talking about the Gold Coast Indy Car event. |
call it a conspiracy of alliance because of the
association of the Chairman of the Indy Car
Company and the Courier-Mail newspaper
and the reluctance of that newspaper to
question various aspects of the event. It is
also a conspiracy of alliance because,
whenever the Opposition tries to ask
questions about the Indy, business leaders
ring up and say, "Lay off the Indy, we don't
want to see anybody knocking it."
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| have been informed that the
Government amended its freedom of

information laws to shield the operation of this
event from public scrutiny. That legislation was
introduced on Tuesday to specifically exclude
the Queensland Events Corporation, the Gold
Coast Events Corporation and the Gold Coast
Motor Events Company.

Mr Welford interjected.

Mr VEIVERS: Can this Government,
Premier, Treasurer, Minister—or the
interjecting member who is not sitting in his
own seat—tell me the answer? Can they
assure Queenslanders that none of the debts
of five companies which come under the
Treasury are hidden from public view? Why
cannot the people of the Gold Coast who host
this event be told the complete truth about it?
People like to criticise us when we raise these
guestions. The Minister, the Premier and the
Treasurer keep saying that the Opposition is
knocking the event. That is totally false. We
support the Indy event, but we cannot stand
by when people are running to us every week
of the year complaining about the
management practices of this event. If these
charges are untrue, let us have some proof
and explanation, instead of people trying to
hide it all under FOI laws.

Can the Minister tell this Parliament
accurately and exactly how much this event
has cost Queensland taxpayers since it first
began? Is it really in the vicinity of $87m? We
want the real figures of running five race
carnivals, not the figures after they may have
been doctored and passed around and
hidden in other areas. We want assurances
that some of the debts are not hidden away in
other companies or departments.

How much has come from all types of
Government sources to stage this event, not
just the allocation to the department, but
police, transport bills, etc.? What was the
overall cost of staging this event? | am given
to understand that $900,000 was the amount
allocated for the huge number of police that
would be required to handle the expected
record crowds for this year's event. | think that
the Gold Coast people, and Queensland
taxpayers generally, have a right to know if in
fact that was the bill for the police who were
not required on the first morning and were told
to go home because the attendance numbers
were down. It seems that some police got to
see Indy for free.

Gold Coast people are also entitled to
know what was the response from the Minister
to a letter containing an offer from a well-
known Australian motoring identity to take
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over the running of the Indy. If the offer that
he made was rejected, why was it rejected? |
understand that figures he mentioned in that
letter cannot be refuted. | table that letter.
What were the real reasons for this
Government and Indy Car's management and
board consistently refusing to accept offers
from private operators to take over the
event—an exercise promised to limit the
Queensland taxpayers' contribution to the
event to only $5m a year, not the $80m or
more it has cost so far?

The Gold Coast people, and the people
of Queensland, are entitled to know the
justification for some of the charges made
against the Indy organisation. Was a private
plane used by a board member to attend the
Adelaide Grand Prix? Did a former chief
executive of the QTTC, who was attached to
Indy, object to the payment of an account for
a board member and his wife who stayed at
the most expensive hotel in Los Angeles? Has
there been any conflict of interest involving
Tony Cochrane of IMG, which is the group
engaged to chase major sponsors for the
event and which was also engaged for the
World Masters Games? Was there any turmoil
before and during this year's event about the
catering arrangements, and what was the final
outcome?

Can the Minister for Tourism, Sport and
Racing confirm or deny that he was advised
by a former Chairman of the QTTC to drop the
Indy? Is it true that only a few weeks after a
very serious disagreement between the
Minister and Mr Jim Kennedy, Mr Kennedy
severed his ties with the Indy event and the
QTTC? Can the public believe the answers
that are given whenever questions are asked?
Why was the public told that 20,000 people
attended a Johnny Farnham concert during
Indy this year, when everybody who lives
nearby knows that that figure was probably
closer to 2,000? Why were we told that there
were record attendances when those figures
do not appear to be backed up by police
estimates and hotel bookings? | do not think
that the Treasurer will be able to answer any
of those questions, and we cannot find out

the answers ourselves because of FOI
legislation. | thought | would ask a few
questions. If the Treasurer can give the

answers, we will all be pleased.

Let me turn to another aspect of this
Budget. The Goss Government is not, as it
tries to convince us, building a better life for
Queenslanders. It is merely capitalising on
current population growth without
implementing strategies for the future—
strategies which will guarantee real productivity
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growth. Although Queensland does have
strong economic and financial foundations,
these are merely foundations and a basis on
which to build, not a reason to rest on our
laurels, as the Government seems to believe.
It does not know how to manage the State's
assets and resources to increase productivity,
investment and our prosperity.

Mr De Lacy has an incredible ability—
nearly as good as the best halfback—to
create positives from negatives—something
not even the world's greatest scientists have
been able to achieve. He is trying to force
upon us the power of positive
thinking—emphasising the positive aspects of
the economy while neglecting all the evidence
of the need for development of our economic
capabilities. Mr De Lacy says that it can be
seen that Queensland is leading the way in
terms of economic growth by comparing our
GSP and population growth with that of the
rest of Australia. That sounds impressive. But
it is not an accurate picture. What
Queenslanders are not being told is that both
population and GSP rates are declining. Why?
Because Queensland is no longer the
attraction it once was. The only way that GSP
can improve in the face of declining
population growth is by way of an increase in
worker productivity or an increase in private
investment. This Government is doing nothing
to encourage either of those things.

This Budget's estimates of private
business investment are optimistic at the best,
and, at the worst, completely fallacious. For
the same reason, the rate of GSP growth and
the rate of population growth are falling. All of
the  Government's other attempts to
encourage new forms of investment are yet to
achieve results. The Queensland
Infrastructure Financing Fund, established last
year, could have been either a creative or a
risk option. It now seems that it was, as we
expected, a very risky one—one that in fact
leaves Queenslanders worse off.

To wuse the words of Queensland
business lecturer Terry Black, there is no role
for QIFF, since it would be used to build
infrastructure which is not sufficiently desired
by Queenslanders. If QIFF projects do not
earn a return on equity and if the Government
is to maintain Queensland's zero debt status,
lost income can be replaced only by increased
taxes.

Mr De Lacy: Why are you talking about
things you know nothing about?

Mr  VEIVERS: Do not talk to me. | have
run businesses and | have run them at a
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profit. The Treasurer is full of rhetoric that does
not come up to scratch. Economic growth
cannot be maintained in the medium term
without constant efforts—

Mr De Lacy interjected.

Mr VEIVERS: The Treasurer should
just listen. Business has developed the
productive capability of the economy.

Mr De Lacy interjected.

Mr VEIVERS: No. This is what our
Labor colleagues, and the Treasurer in
particular, fail to grasp. Economic growth must
be underpinned by strong productivity, and
honourable members opposite have not got
that. The private sector in Queensland has
been trying to tell the Government this for
years; and they have already woken up to
what is going on. When are honourable
members opposite going to catch on? It is
time to put in place the mechanisms which will
create the growth that will ensure that our kids
have a future. Drop the welfare mentality, old
mate, and start doing some serious thinking
about how we can safeguard and develop our
State's investments. Queensland benefited
during the recession of the early 1990s from
increased public spending and investment
required by the high levels of interstate
migration.

As the Treasurer demonstrates in this
year's Budget papers, that level of migration
and, indeed, as | have said, the whole rate of
population growth is unlikely to continue at the
current levels; in fact, it is dropping off. The
only way to boost exports and reduce imports
and thus improve our GSP is to develop a
productive economy—

Mr De Lacy: Calm down; that's better.

Mr  VEIVERS: The Treasurer is taking
up my time. Rather than reducing wage rights
and exchange rates—

Mr De Lacy interjected.

Mr VEIVERS: | do not think the
Treasurer can keep up with me, that is the
trouble. More than 200 years ago, Adam
Smith—

Mr De Lacy: I'm worried about you.

Mr VEIVERS: | thank the Treasurer.
Adam Smith showed that the wealth of
nations was best achieved by developing a
productive economy rather than by increasing
the ability of the State to gain revenues from
it. This Budget claims a superior economic
performance because Queensland's rate of
growth is high in comparison with that of the
rest of Australia. The rate of growth by itself is
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not a proper measure of desirable economic
performance. As one commentator said,
"Installing bigger engines so as to go faster
would not have prevented the Titanic from
sinking after it struck an iceberg.” What was
needed was a change in course—

Mr Welford: Who said that?

Mr VEIVERS: The member should
return to his correct seat. The same could be
said for Queensland. Perhaps a change of
Government might be more appropriate—and
that might be closer than honourable
members opposite think. There is a strangely
foreboding similarity between Mr Goss' Budget
strategies and those of a certain Mr Cain.
Goss' performance is exactly parallel to Cain's.
Mr Goss has launched this State into
absolutely nothing. There are no cranes; there
are no power stations. At least Mr Cain
launched into ambitious projects that
everybody knew he could not fund. The
Queensland Government has allowed six
years to pass before attempting anything
ambitious. It had to because there is an
election looming. What we need from this
Government is a long-term estimate of
balance between receipts and expenditures
and the assumptions on which this is based.
We have not got that.

Outlays must face unlimited demands,
whilst receipts cannot rise faster than
economic growth. With a better manager at
the helm, corporatisation—or, in the language
of members opposite, GOEs—could be
managed successfully to produce revenue
gains from increased efficiency and return
higher profits to the State. However, the
difference in ideology is that the Government
is using the GOEs to gain excessive charges
based on monopoly power, and that gain is at
the expense of devaluing of public assets by
inadequate maintenance.

Mr Welford: Who told you that?

Mr VEIVERS: It is true. The member
should have a look at what this Government
has done.

Mr  Welford: Someone wrote that for
you.

Mr VEIVERS: | will make the
honourable member's life difficult during the
Estimates.

Honourable members opposite will not fix
the problem by spending more money. The
problem appears to lie in the way the
functions of these companies are being
managed. The constraints in the GOE
guidelines, which can only lead the GOEs to
losses in a genuinely competitive
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to be eliminated. The
achieve

environment, have
Government's way  will not
international levels of productivity.

In assessing the differences in
performance between the Goss and Cain
Governments, there is really little to say
because there are few. Tourism is on a
downturn in Queensland, and no-one can tell
anyone in the industry different. It has been
caused by a lack of promotion by the
department, and the results of its performance
compared to its counterparts in other countries
can be labelled only as pathetic.

The Goss Government believes that the
way to rectify the problem is to throw more
money at it. That is not the solution. It is our
kids who will have to repay this debt one day.
We should all remember the debts incurred by
the Cain Government, to which | keep
referring. But we know that the Goss
Government simply does not have the
capability of promoting Queensland, of
developing the tourism industry or of
increasing export sales because it does not
have the initiatives. The job is not being done.
Honourable members opposite want to pinch
our policies so that they can look as though
they are doing something. They have done
nothing in the past five years. It is just like that
bridge at Hindmarsh. It is at a standstill—going
nowhere—because a pack of lies was told
about that particular little bridge, too.

Mr Welford: How do you know?
Mr VEIVERS: The member—
Mr Welford: You'd know, wouldn't you?

Mr VEIVERS: Yes, | suppose | do,
because | have been watching the news, and
| have not seen Mr Tickner pop his head up
from anywhere. He has gone into hiding. |
think he would be in a padded cell by now.
The people of Queensland, especially those
involved in the tourism industry, have seen
through the rhetoric of honourable members
opposite. They know the truth, and they are
going to speak on the day of the next State
election. Private enterprise has been dead in
this State for years. As a shadow Minister, |
am very concerned about Queensland's future
and the current management of this State.

Mrs Woodgate interjected.

Mr  VEIVERS: But | am not losing sleep
over it, because it is only a matter of months
before we rid this State of the welfare
mentality—this slow-go, no-progress
approach. It is amazing how members
opposite in marginal seats buck when | say
that! It is also amazing that the Goss
Government now has three times the number
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of public servants than the previous no vision for the development and ongoing
Government. building of infrastructure and other projects in

Time expired.

Mr  JOHNSON (Gregory) (12.29 p.m.) |
have to reiterate the words of my colleague
the member for Southport——

Mr De Lacy: Keep calm, now; keep
calm.

Mr  JOHNSON: | assure the Treasurer
that | will keep calm. | want the Treasurer to
listen, because what | have to say will be very
beneficial to him as the Treasurer of the State
and the members of his Government. The
member for Southport made mention of the
importance of the infrastructure that is going
to create productivity and growth in this State.
When we talk about productivity and growth,
we have to talk about employment. That is
exactly what this Budget does not address.

| call this the ongoing Budget. When one
looks through the Department of Transport
figures for 1995-96, one finds that most of the
agenda is ongoing. It is ongoing all right! It is
ongoing because the Government is using the
figures from the previous years. | will give
honourable members one classic example. |
refer to the Barcaldine and the Emerald
Hospitals in my electorate. In the 1993-94
Budget, $2.9m was promised for the Emerald
Hospital but never delivered. In 1994-95,
$2.9m was again promised but never
delivered. Now, in 1995-96, a figure of $8.6m
has been allocated for that program and,
please God, we will see some deliverance
here.

The very same thing occurred in relation
to the Barcaldine Hospital. In 1991-92, $1m
was promised for upgradings and renovations,
but only $0.5m was spent. In 1992-93, $2.7m
was promised for the redevelopment of that
hospital but never delivered. In 1993-94,
$2.7m was still promised but never delivered.
In 1994-95, $2.7m was still promised, but only
$300,000 was spent and the rest was never
delivered. Now, in 1995-96, $6m has been
promised for a total upgrade and
redevelopment of that project at Barcaldine
and, please God, we will see that
development take place. That is how the
Treasurer balances his books: he keeps
floating one set of figures from one year to the
next. It is all very well to tell the general
population that the Budget is balanced. |
would congratulate the Government if the
Budget is balanced, but it should not promise
something that it cannot deliver, which is
exactly what it is doing in this Budget.

Referring to the charter of this
Budget—this is a Budget without vision. It has

this State which would create employment,
growth and wealth for the rest of the State
and nation. | will discuss momentarily a couple
of issues that | believe would have been
addressed in the Budget by a Government
with vision. We are in an election year, and |
would have thought that the Government
could have addressed many of the needs of
Queensland and created development.

As to the Port of Karumba in the gulf—
last year, 300,000 head of live cattle were
exported through the port of Darwin. The
majority of those cattle were Queensland
cattle from places as far south as Alpha and
Roma, and they were shipped out of Darwin to
Indonesia and ports above the Philippines.
Next year, 350,000 head of cattle will be
exported from Darwin, and Queensland could
export most of those cattle through the port of
Karumba. However, this Government does not
have the vision to upgrade that port. | notice
that the member for Cook is in the Chamber.
Last year, we asked the then Minister, the
Honourable David Hamill, about the upgrading
of the port of Karumba and the dredging of
the Norman River, but to this date the number
of cattle going through that area is minimal
because the infrastructure is unsatisfactory.
Upgrading that infrastructure would save
Queensland growers freight costs, and those
savings could be passed on to consumers. In
the long term, the people who would benefit
would be Queenslanders. At present, the
Northern Territory is taking advantage of our
northern cattle market because this State
Government does not have the vision to
upgrade the port of Karumba and other ports
around the top end of this nation.

Mr De Lacy interjected.

Mr JOHNSON: In relation to ports—yes,
a great deal of money has been allocated in
the Budget for infrastructure for ports along
the coast: Brisbane, Bundaberg, Cairns,
Gladstone, = Mackay, = Rockhampton  and
Townsville. Those are all very good ports, and
| pay tribute to the people who run those
ports. | especialy commend the growth
through the port of Brisbane. However, there
is much to be taken advantage of in the port
of Karumba, and we are missing the boat.

Mr Bredhauer: That's not true.
Mr  JOHNSON: It is true. | know well
what is happening in the livestock export

market, and | believe that the member for
Cook should take a bit of a look at that.

| turn to the Newlands-Goonyella North
link, which has not been mentioned in the
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Budget. Mount Isa Mines would like that link
to be constructed, but | do not believe that
any negotiations have occurred with Mount
Isa Mines—or anyone else for that matter—to
see whether that missing link can be
constructed. The Government is paying lip
service. If that link existed, it would serve not
only the coal industry but it would also provide
a duplicated route to the rail link on the coast,
which would be beneficial to the economic
wellbeing and viability of this State.

Still on the subject of the Newlands-
Goonyella link—I turn to Abbot Point. When
the National Party was in power it built Abbot
Point and installed a duplicated system so
that one day that area could take advantage
of loading on a duplicated roll. That
infrastructure is in place because that was a
Government of vision. It constructed that
facility in such a way that one day it could be
upgraded to ensure maximum capacity out of
the port of Abbot Point. But this Government
has no vision. At present that is still a single
facility, and only five milion tonnes are
processed through Abbot Point, whereas it
has the potential for anything up to 12 million
tonnes. Members opposite know full well that
that is right.

| turn to Collinsville, which is crying out for
infrastructure. Coalmines in that area could be
established were it not for the problem of a
lack of water. If a dam was constructed in the
Bowen River and Broken River catchment
areas, Collinsville would play a part in this
State in the way that Emerald does.
Honourable members should consider what
the Tinaroo Falls Dam has done for far-north
Queensland. A couple of days ago, in an area
adjacent to Collinsville, | witnessed that the
roads are in an appalling condition. The
tomato industry is trying to establish in that
area. Top-quality tomatoes are coming out of
Bowen. Honourable members do not need
me to tell them how great is the tomato and
vegetable industry around Bowen. The
produce is of top quality and equal to none.
Because of the quality of the roads in that
area, trucks cannot get out of first gear. The
honourable member for Caboolture thinks that
that is a laughing matter.

Mr J. H. Sullivan: | think that the
laughing matter is that you said that the
tomatoes are equal to none. Maybe you
meant "equal to any".

Mr  JOHNSON: That is not a point. The
trucks that carry that produce cannot get out
of first gear because the roads are too damn
rough. By the time that produce reached
Bowen, it would be jelly; so there goes the
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productivity straightaway. The right
infrastructure must be put in place to address
the needs of not only our primary producers
but also the people who work within those
primary producing areas and the people who,
in the long term, make up the communities in
which people are trying to create businesses
to carry on the wealth-generating factor that is
beneficial to this State. | do not think that
members opposite realise for one-half of one
moment the importance of rural and regional
Queensland and the part it plays in the wealth
generation of this State.

Mr Bennett: | do.

Mr  JOHNSON: | am pleased that the
member for Gladstone realises that.

When one refers to the Transport budget
one finds that 29 per cent of it is allocated for
roads in the bush and that the other 71 per
cent is allocated for the south-east corner.
What an insult to the intelligence of the
people who live in those regions, who are
doing it damned hard and endeavouring to do
the right thing! | will continue to say in this
House that it is time that members opposite
realised that it is the minority of this State who
provide for the majority. If those people are
removed from those places, members
opposite will be wondering how they are going
to put tucker in their bellies and clothes on
their backs, because | assure them that it will
not happen.

In recent times, there has been a heap of
hype in this House and in the media over the
eastern corridor, the koala tunnel, the
resumptions—the list goes on. The member
for Redlands——

Mr Budd: You were going to put a 10-
lane highway through there.

Mr JOHNSON: The Government can
build 50 lanes if it wishes to, but it will not
resolve the problem. The problem is the
service roads at either end. The Government
can build 100 lanes, but those service roads
have to be upgraded to handle that volume of
traffic.

Mr De Lacy interjected.

Mr  JOHNSON: The Treasurer—nobody
takes any notice of him. However, the point
that 1 make is that we started off with a figure
of some $38m for that tunnel. | believe that
we are now up to something like $100m-odd.
The Government does not have a clue what it
will cost. The Government is quoting a figure
for $117m for resumptions, but it has not
started them yet. The list will go on and on.
When the Government knows what its
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strategy or policy will be, then it might be able
to deliver. However, until such time——

Mr Budd: We know what our policies
are. What are yours? Your policy is on the
back of this piece of paper—nothing.

Mr  JOHNSON: Do not worry about him.
That candidate will deliver.

Mr Budd: What? Deliver what? Nothing.

Mr  JOHNSON: He will deliver. We will
make sure that that issue is addressed. It will
be a world-class highway equal to nothing else
in this State. | will give the member the mail
on that.

Mr J. H. Sullivan: You've done it
again. "Unequalled" is what you meant to say.

Mr  JOHNSON: It is equal all right. It will
be equal to anything in this State because a
coalition will do it, and it will do it right. The
member for Caboolture is an absolute joke in
this place. He is a standing joke. He only has
to go to his own electorate to find out himself
what the people think of him.

| return to Queensland Rail because
Government members in this House should
know about a few issues in that regard, but
they do want to hear about them. This year's
Budget allocates $33.4m for Queensland Rail,
once again, for the replacement of the road
vehicle fleet. From that $33m, we will again
have a duplication of transport, with motor
vehicles running parallel with Queensland Rail.
This is where the jobs are all going to pieces in
rural areas. | know that in some rural areas
those road vehicles play an important role
because there is not a facility in place to
address the charter of the Q Link system.
However, | will say that, in the past private
enterprise has provided that facility. That
$33m could go into maintaining the central
line.

Today in this House, | asked the Minister
a question about that central line, which runs
from Emerald to Longreach, back around
Winton to Hughenden, and also the spur line
from Jericho-Blackall down to Yaraka. Over
the last five years, no maintenance has been
carried out on that line. There are speed
restrictions on that line. The men who drive
those engines are terrified that one is going to
come off at any moment. The chaps who work
on the line tell me that there are no resources
available for the upgrade. There is no money,
no material—nothing. What is happening to
that railway line is an absolute disgrace. It
takes the Spirit of the Outback eight hours to
traverse the section from Emerald to
Longreach—a distance of 400 kilometres.
Sometimes the passengers could walk faster
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than the train goes. That is as a result of
mismanagement of Queensland Rail by this
Government.

| can assure members that a coalition
Government will give back to Queensland Rail
its rightful entittement. It will give autonomy
and it will give workplace quality to the people
who work in the field for Queensland Rail—the
men on the line, the engine-drivers and the
maintenance staff—the people who make
Queensland Rail happen. At this point,
Queensland Rail is not happening because
this Government does not know how to
manage it.

The other point | make is that $13m will
be spent on the northern line to Mount Isa.
The Treasurer, in his Budget, referred to
$126m for the upgrade of the north line and
south-west line. | bet that it is only lip-service
to the south-west line. This year, western
Queensland has had a beautiful season.
There will be thousands of fat bullocks coming
out of that country. They will come down here
and provide work in the abattoirs at Brisbane,
Rockhampton and wherever else. But no,
because the railways are in a poor state of
repair, and once again the road transport
industry will have to fill the void. That has been
the situation all along.

| have referred already to the $13m
allocated for the upgrade of the Mount Isa
line. However, the Budget made no mention
of the upgrade of the line from Hughenden to
Winton. Winton now has a gypsum industry,
and people would like to load 20-tonne axle
loads onto the rail at Winton. But no, the
Government does not want to do up that line.
Queensland Rail is pulling those wagons right
back through Longreach, back to
Rockhampton and back up to Townsuville.
Does that add up to honourable members? It
certainly does not add up to me. It is an extra
800 kilometres around——

Mr J. H. Sullivan: If your mathematics
are as good as your English expression, it
won't.

Mr  JOHNSON: The member should get
a map and have a look at it. | will give him the
mail, | am spot-on. By travelling that route, it is
a further 800 kilometres, and that is going to
cost dollars. The Government does not want
to spend any money in that area. However,
the Budget has allocated $75,000 for the rall
task force to carry on its charter. What is its
charter? To close down those western lines!
The member for Cook knows full well that
there is a lemon in his own electorate. Over
the last five years, the Forsayth line has gone
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into a state of disrepair. The trains are falling
off the tracks. The easiest way to fix it——

Mr  Bredhauer: That train didn't run on
the track once a fortnight when you were in
Government, and you never reported it.

Mr  JOHNSON: No way, mate, no way. |
will not wear that, but | wil take that
interjection: in the history of Queensland Rail
there has never been more derailments in this
State than there has been in the last six
months under the administration of this
Government and under the management of
Queensland Rail. The blood is on the
Minister's hands. | hope for his sake that it is
not a passenger train that comes off the line
because, if it is, | will remind him of it. | will not
let up.

Another point | want to make in relation
to Queensland Rail is that, last year, $39m
was spent on the voluntary early retirement
scheme. There are still people within QR who
legitimately want to take advantage of that
VER system and who cannot. | see an
allocation in the Budget this year of $50m for
VERs. Again, the productive sector of
Queensland Rail is where these VERs are
being offered while the bureaucracy grows.
The bureaucracy grows at the expense of the
real people who make QR work. One sees it
right throughout the network of Queensland
Rail.

The line in the electorate of my colleague
the member for Mirani, which travels from
Marlborough up to Sarina and Mackay, has
had a spate of derailments. The big coal train
at Black Mountain came off just east of
Koumala. | asked a question in the House
about that matter, and the answer | was given
was that that derailment cost Queensland Rail
$12m. It cost $25m to put the damned train
on the track, let alone $12m, because the
train was a total write-off. Because of the strike
at Mount Isa Mines, a ship has been sitting at
Abbot Point for 10 days, costing $25,000 a
day. While that line was cut for 10 days—and
about 10 loaded trains a day go down that
line with a four and a half thousand tonne
payload, worth somewhere in the vicinity of
$570,000—it cost about $40m, plus there was
the cost to the other people who use the line
and the cost to the mining companies and the
shipping companies. The impact of those
derailments on the coal industry alone would
have cost this State somewhere around
$100m. Government members are not going
to pull the wool over the eyes of the ordinary
person, and the rest of the State knows that.

They should talk to the people at MIM, or
to the people who work at the coal face in
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Queensland Rail. They will tell Government
members what the problem is. The blokes
who work along the line said to me one day,
"Vaughan, there is no way in the world we
would travel on a Queensland Rail train
because we would not be sure of our safety."
They are the people who are responsible for
the maintenance of those lines. Government
members should go out there and talk to
them. The situation is grave; it is not a
laughing matter. It is very serious and | am
very concerned about it, as are many people
who work in those areas. The situation is
becoming progressively worse because the
Government is not addressing the real issues.
The Government refers to building
infrastructure in the south-east corner. | know
that the bulk of the population is located in the
south-east corner, but I make the point that
many people out there in the regional areas
are working damned hard for the wealth
generation and productivity of this State.

I will refer briefly to a couple of other
points. | give credit where credit is due, and |
see in the Budget that $370,000 and
$310,000 have been allocated for the
upgrading of the general studies block and
the science block extension for the Longreach
State High School. | commend that because it
is a very important facility that had to be
upgraded. | welcome the money for that
project.

| also want to talk briefly about the
noxious weeds project, which has been
addressed already by my colleague. An
amount of $4.5m over three years will not
address the noxious weed problem in the
Emerald Shire for one year let alone for the
whole of Queensland. Last year, the budget
was $600,000 for noxious weeds. That went
nowhere. The parthenium weed problem and
the rubber vine problem are out of control in
this State.

Time expired.

Mr MALONE (Mirani) (12.50 p.m.):
Today, it is with pleasure that | rise to speak
on the Appropriation Bills. The 1995 State
Budget is long on spending and promises and
rather short on imagination, planning and
vision. For the Mackay district, the Budget is a
rehash of previous promises, and even
includes items for which funding was allocated
in last year's Budget and which were not even
started. The Budget is great at buying votes
and | am sure that, as the Government gets
further into election mode, more spending will
be promised.

In relation to law and order and public
safety—the Government's Budget papers
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indicate a real decline in spending over the
next three years, which will impact severely on
rural and regional areas. Last night, the
shadow Minister for Corrective Services,
Russell Cooper, spelt out what a total disgrace
the Budget is in that regard. The Budget will
have big implications for some of the smaller
community police stations, such as those in
my electorate. The Eton, Mirani, Walkerston
and Finch Hatton Police Stations are currently
operating with restrictions on both manpower
and operational hours. Two weeks ago, |
travelled through that area visiting my
constituents. Even though those stations were
said to be open, on inquiring inside | found
out that the police were taking leave and so
on. Almost all of those stations were in fact
closed at that time. This Budget will have a
great impact on small police stations. | fear
that we will eventually have cluster policing in
that region.

However, | must give credit where it is
due, as all members of the Opposition have
done throughout this debate. There were
some welcome announcements for the
Mackay district. One was the home economics
block for the Mirani State High School, which
was long overdue and promised in last year's
Budget. It will be built in the next financial
year, at a cost of $760,000. That community
will be very pleased with the addition to its
school.

Funding for a police station in Mackay is
another major commitment to the area.
Funding for that station was promised in the
last Budget. Twelve months ago, during the
Mirani by-election, | recollect that there was
much ado about that commitment as well. It is
certainly a step in the right direction. | am very
pleased to see that money being spent close
to my electorate.

The Budget continues the funding for the
Teemburra Dam scheme, which is also
co-funded by the Sugar Industry Infrastructure
Package, the Mackay Sugar Cooperative and
the Pioneer Valley farm users. That funding is
welcome because it will go a long way towards
ensuring that some of that district is drought
proofed. It will also open avenues in respect of
the industrial users that will be coming on
stream in the next couple of years.

An allocation of $5m to the Dalrymple
Bay coal terminal for the ongoing expansion
of coal-loading facilities is also very welcome.
Some honourable members would realise that
Dalrymple Bay is second only to Richards Bay
in South Africa as the largest coal exporter in
the world. We are set to surpass that in the
near future.
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Mr Bennett: Two single operators.
Mr MALONE: Great!

The Budget provides funding of $4.1m
for the Mackay community health centre,
which is scheduled for completion in 1996. An
allocation of funding for the completion of
applied science, business and general studies
facilities at the Central Queensland Institute of
TAFE is also very welcome.

However, | must address some of the
problems that are not dealt with in this
Budget. One of those problems is the chaotic
traffic that is experienced on the Pioneer River
crossing, both in the mornings and
afternoons, as traffic tries to move from north
Mackay into the business centre and vice
versa. There are delays of up to half an hour
and lines of traffic of up to a kilometre long.

The Sarina State High School is one of
very few schools of its size in Queensland that
does not have a multipurpose building. With
our improved awareness of sun cancer risks in
our hot, tropical climate, this facility should
have been given a very high priority.
Unfortunately, it was not addressed in the
1995 Budget.

Last night, | listened intently to the
member for Sandgate, who said that under
the former National Party Government the
schools in his electorate had peeling paint and
had bitumen forecourts on which students
paraded. | thought | was in a time warp,
because at the Sarina State High School
there is a very small, hot area of bitumen on
which students have to parade every day.
Unfortunately, that problem is not being
addressed. An offer was made to build a very
small multipurpose building. It was difficult to
see what the intent of that proposal was,
because it was not nearly big enough to hold
the full school complement as well as the
teachers. We need to do more work in that
area.

The Budget papers indicate that Primary
Industries—separate from Forestry and Water
Resources—has experienced a 3.5 per cent
decrease in funding. This must be of great
concern to that sector, which is the backbone
of our export industry and a major contributor
to the Queensland economy. | am sure that
all honourable members have heard Edmund
Casey speak about the sugar industry.
Currently, the industry is exporting $1.8 billion
worth of sugar and is the No. 1 sugar exporter
in the world.

| turn to education. The growth of the
State population will place an enormous strain
on education, with overall class sizes set to
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rise. For example, in our primary schools
projected teacher numbers are set to increase
by 137, but this will be more than offset by an
allocation of one hour of non-contact time per
week per teacher. On top of that, teacher aide
funding is set to decrease. There has been a
stagnation of funding, with primary school
teacher aide expenditure decreasing from
$35m to $33m in the coming year, and with
secondary school teacher aide expenditure
decreasing from $17m to $14m. These
decisions will impact heavily on all sectors of

the education system—primary, secondary
and special education. Of course, the
decisions will have a major impact on

teachers' ability to do their jobs.

One of my real disappointments with the
Budget was that there appears to be no

funding for further investigation into water
storage in the Pioneer Valley and Sarina
areas.

Mr De Lacy: Haven't you had enough
over the last few years?

Mr  MALONE: The fact remains that
there are large sections of that very productive
area that are still drought prone.

Mr De Lacy: Edmund Casey has got
more monuments in that part of the world
than anyone else.

Mr  MALONE: | am very grateful for the
amount of work that has been done. However,
| assure the Treasurer that there is a lot more
to do.

Mr De Lacy: We wondered for years
whether there were any other areas in
Queensland that had water supply problems.

Mr  MALONE: The dam that should
have been built is not being built. However, we
are very grateful for the Teemburra Dam.

The Budget does not recognise the real
problem of salt intrusion into the groundwater
system in the Mackay district. The Water
Resources budget makes no allocation for
extra staff for designing and building farm
dams. This presents an opportunity for the
Government to circumvent the real costs of
building major dams. Max Brown is the
supervisor of designing and building dams in
Mackay. He currently has a backlog of more
than 80 dams. Every week, he has to reject
further dam projects because he does not
have the time. There is an ideal opportunity
for the Government to offer real input into that
area by making sure that farmers can afford
dams that are designed to last well into the
future.

Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.30 p.m.
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Mr  MALONE: | want to continue on the
topic of emergency services and ambulance
services in my electorate. | will cite two recent
examples of the difficulties being experienced
in the delivery of ambulance services to that
region and possibly an example of
bureaucratic bungling on the part of the
ambulance service.

A constituent of mine had an accident
and an ambulance was called to his property
at 8.30 in the morning. He had seven broken
ribs and a punctured lung. It took more than
four hours to reach the base hospital in
Mackay. That person is not critical of the Nebo
volunteer  ambulance  service or the
ambulance services at Glenden and Mackay,
except in respect to the fact that in each case
as he was transferred between one
ambulance and the other his case history had
to be reviewed and the extent of his injuries
reassessed. That duplication resulted in a long
period elapsing between his being picked up
from his property and being delivered to the
hospital. That time could have been crucial in
the case of a more serious accident.

Another case involved a woman on a
property experiencing difficulty at 1.30 in the
morning. Ambulances were dispatched from
both Finch Hatton and Glenden. They met at
the top of the range but were unable to find
their way to the property. Finally, a helicopter
was called in at 6 o'clock in the morning. It
appears that the wonderful ambulance service
that once existed in this State has some real
difficulties in the allocation of resources and
getting ambulances to accident sites quickly. |
am sure that there have been many recent
similar examples in the Brisbane area. Those
difficulties must be resolved.

| turn now to health. Opposition members
have cited plenty of examples of the problems
being experienced in the public health system.
| want to outline some cases from my
electorate that have come to my attention.
Recently, a 22-year-old patient had to have
orthodontic surgery in Brisbane. Appointments
were made. Two of them were cancelled
before that fellow finally travelled to Brisbane.
On the third occasion, he travelled 15 hours in
a bus to reach the hospital but was not
admitted until six and a half hours later. He
was admitted to hospital that night but surgery
was cancelled the next day. Finally, the
surgery was performed a day later. This year,
an additional $2 billion has been allocated to
the Health budget. Attention must be given to
implementing better management practices in
order to overcome those types of incidents.
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As to small business in the Mackay
region—all members are aware that the small-
business sector employs a large number of
Queenslanders. At present, the small-
business sector is really hurting. Small-
business operators are having real difficulty
meeting their commitments. They are working
very long hours because of deregulated
shopping hours, in most cases earning less
than they did before. Given the industrial
relations environment in this State, which
makes it extremely difficult to put off
employees, those operators are very fearful of
putting people on, which | am sure is exactly
the opposite to what the Government wants.
An urgent review should be undertaken of the
practices that apply to the small-business
sector so that we can assist those operators to
the fullest possible extent.

We hear  frequent reference to
community service obligations. | want to
highlight the problems being experienced with
Queensland Rail and Q-Link. In the Mirani
electorate, most of the rail stations between
Rockhampton and Mackay have been closed.
People in that region—an expanse of almost
300 kilometres—now find it almost impossible
to have parcels carried either by Q-Link or by
Queensland Rail. A community service
obligation should apply to that region. As |
said, it is now almost impossible to deliver
parcels to and from those small coastal
communities up and down the highway.

A typical example is St Lawrence. When
that station was closed almost 12 months
ago, the town was guaranteed a daily delivery
service. That subsequently turned out to be
only three deliveries per week. In addition, it is
very difficult to judge when the truck will arrive
in St Lawrence. Quite often, goods and
materials are just left on the side of the road.

Mr  Ardill: Would it be possible to
appoint an agent in some of those small
towns?

Mr  MALONE: | believe that that is the
way to go, but it is not always the answer. An
agent was appointed in St Lawrence. That
young bloke purchased a forklift and worked
there for three months, but in the end he had
to pull the keys out of the Q-Link truck in order
to be paid. The bungling of the bureaucracy in
that case was absolute. It was my
representation that finally saw him receive the
money owing to him, and after receiving his
money he resigned on the spot.

It was my pleasure to visit Malaysia and
the Asian region recently. We have heard
glowing comments about the Budgets
delivered by this State Government and the
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Federal Government. We must view our
economy in the context of the Asian

economy. It was interesting to see the amount
of work being undertaken in Malaysia. We all
measure the prosperity of a country by the
number of cranes working on building sites. In
Kuala Lumpur, we counted just on 100 cranes
on a very casual tour around the city.

Mr Hollis interjected.

Mr  MALONE: The cranes work not 12
hours, as they do in Australia, but around the
clock. That tour was very enlightening for me.
Malaysia is a country of about 30 million
people. It has virtually zero unemployment. It
imports about a million Indonesians to do all
the tough work, and it has a growth rate of
around 8 per cent. Our economy and our
growth rates must be viewed in the context of
those of our Asian neighbours.

Overall, it is surprising that there has
been no attempt in this Budget to make the
State more attractive in terms of economic
development and visionary project stimulation.
At the end of the day, the Budget spends a
huge amount of money but delivers very little
in terms of public services to the average
Queenslander.

Mr  GRICE (Broadwater) (2.38 p.m.):
This is just another Labor Budget. It is just
another document with the paw prints of John
Cain, Joan Kirner, Brian Burke, John Bannon
and all the other Labor leaders all over it—the
trendies who did so well u