Legislative Assembly

THURSDAY, 7 OCTOBER 1993

Mr SPEAKER (Hon. J. Fouras, Ashgrove)
read prayers and took the chair at 10. a.m.

PETITIONS

The Clerk announced the receipt of the
following petitions—

Bardon Professional Development Centre

From Mr Quinn (12 signatories) praying
that the proposed sale of the Bardon
Professional Development Centre and
adjoining Crown land be reconsidered to
enable it to be retained for educational
purposes in its bushland setting.

Native Animals and Plants

From Mr Slack (4 signatories) praying
that the Parliament of Queensland will actively
maintain legal sanctuary and permanent
preservation for all native animals and plants
in Queensland national parks and revoke all
sections of Acts which appear to allow hunting
or gathering of native wildlife.

Kindergarten Funding

From Mrs Edmond (54 signatories)
praying that sufficient funds be provided in the
1993-94 Budget to enable State Education
Department Subsidies (SEDS) to continue to
provide adequate funding for community
kindergartens and that extra funding be also
provided for the Creche and Kindergarten
Association.

Petitions received.

STATUTORY INSTRUMENT

In accordance with the schedule
circulated by the Clerk to members in the

Chamber, the following document was
tabled—
Vocational Education, Training and

Employment Act —

Amendment of TAFETEQ Rules relating to
fees and charges, effective from 1
January 1994.

PAPERS

The following papers were laid on the
table—
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(@) The Treasurer (Mr De Lacy)—

Queensland Machine Gaming
Commission—Report 1992-93

(b) Minister for Police
Services (Mr Braddy)—

and Emergency

Queensland Fire Brigades
Employees’ Superannuation Plan—
Report 1992-93.

Ordered to be printed.

MOTION OF CONDOLENCE
Death of Mr E. D. Harris

Hon. W. K. GOSS (Logan—Premier and
Minister for Economic and Trade
Development) (10.03 a.m.), by leave, without
notice: | move—

“1l. That this House desires to place
on record its appreciation of the services
rendered to this State by the late Edward
David Harris, a former member of the
Parliament of Queensland.

2. That Mr Speaker be requested
to convey to the family of the deceased
gentleman the above resolution together
with an expression of the sympathy and
sorrow of the members of the Parliament
of Queensland in the loss that they have
sustained.”

Edward David Harris was born in Brisbane
in 1911. He was educated at the Goodna,
Wynnum and Sherwood primary schools,
receiving a scholarship to Sherwood. Mr Harris
was a clothing manufacturer by occupation,
specialising in men’'s and boys’ wear until
1966. He was also involved with horse
breeding and grazing. During the Second
World War, he served in the Middle East and
the Pacific as a member of the RAAF. Mr
Harris was the President of the 24th Bomber
and 75th Fighter Squadrons Association.

He entered State Parliament as the
member for Wynnum representing the
Australian Labor Party in May 1966, and
remained as such until he was defeated in
December 1974. During this period, he was
also the minute secretary of the Wynnum
Electoral Executive and the president of the
Manly branch of the Australian Labor Party.
During his eight years in Parliament, Mr Harris
earned a reputation for vigorous
representation of his electors. His ability to
have district problems resolved was well
known. He was also a consistent advocate of
the need for a district hospital at Wynnum,
and was involved in issues concerning the
inadequacies of the police force.
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Mr Harris was an active member of the
parliamentary committees on health, police,
and works and housing. He represented the
State Parliament at the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference held in Canberra in
1970. Mr Harris retired to Mount Tamborine in
1977.

Mr BORBIDGE (Surfers Paradise—
Leader of the Opposition) (10.05 a.m.) On
behalf of the Opposition, | rise to second this
condolence motion for the former member for
Wynnum, Edward David Harris. Ted was a
proud member of his party and a solid
member of Parliament who served for eight
years as the member for Wynnum between
May 1966 and December 1974. | note that he
was born and bred in Brisbane and educated
at the Goodna, Wynnum and Sherwood State
schools. As the Premier indicated, before
entering politics, he was a horse breeder,
grazier and tailor, specialising in
manufacturing men’s clothing. | also note that
Ted Harris proudly served his country in the
Royal Australian Air Force during the Second
World War. He entered the war effort in 1940,
serving with the RAAF's 24th Bomber
Squadron and 75th Fighter Squadron in the
Middle East and in the Pacific.

Ted Harris was very involved with his party
at an executive level in the Wynnum and
Manly electorates before becoming the
candidate for Wynnum  following the
retirement through ill health of Labor's Bill
Gunn. Ted Harris was to be commended for
his commitment to the community and to local
issues. Upon entering Parliament in 1966, he
vowed that he would never cease to be
conscious of the tremendous trust that had
been placed in him by the electors of
Wynnum. He said that it was his intention over
the ensuing years to see to it that their
confidence in him would not be misplaced.
Ted noted that his electorate consisted mainly
of working people, pensioners and small
businessmen. He felt it his responsibility to
deal with matters which he felt were of
concern to them and their families.

Ted Harris relentlessly pursued issues
such as the adequate provision of police
officers and police facilities to deal with crime
in the Wynnum area. He was concerned
about health services and pushed hard for the
establishment of a hospital at Wynnum and
the extension of dental services. He was also
a keen advocate of the electrification of the
Brisbane rail system. At that time, he entered
politics and felt that his electorate was
developing into an important industrial centre.
He often spoke on behalf of the workers in
various industries in his area. These were
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grassroots issues. It was these sorts of
fundamental matters which, as members of
Parliament, none of us can afford to ignore.

As a tailor, Ted Harris also took particular
interest in the standard of Government
uniforms, in particular, that of prison officers.
Back in 1967, as the Deputy Premier recalls,
Ted Harris felt that the tailoring of uniforms for
prison officers made them look like circus
performers. Ted said at the time that he spoke
on good authority, after making a particularly
good living from making alterations not only to
prison uniforms but also to railway and police
uniforms. When the Government responded
by saying that the uniforms were made to
measure, Ted replied—

“The people who were doing the
measuring were obviously not qualified to
do so.”

On one occasion, he even took the step of
bringing a uniform into the Parliament to
demonstrate his point.

During his time in this House, Ted Harris
was an active member of the parliamentary
committees on health, police, and works and
housing. He also represented  State
Parliament at the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference held in Canberra in
1970. When he left Parliament in 1974, he left
with the knowledge that he had served his
party proudly and did his best to represent his
constituents.

| did not know Ted all that well. During the
last few years, | would often see him on the
Gold Coast and have a talk with him in his
capacity as a member of the committee of the
Gold Coast Turf Club, which he also served
with great dedication. We on this side of the
House pay our respects to Ted Harris and wish
to pass on our sincere condolences to his
family.

Mrs SHELDON (Caloundra—Leader of
the Liberal Party) (10.09 a.m.): Ted Harris was
a grassroots-style local member who fought
diligently for his electorate of Wynnum
between 1966 and 1974. Ted Harris was a
proud ALP man who had worked as a tailor,
men’s mercer, horse breeder and grazier
before entering Parliament. He specialised in
men’s and boys’ wear and criticised the
Government of the day over the state of
Government uniforms which he said provided
a good living for private-enterprise tailors who
were forced to repair them.

Ted Harris even touched on my own
electorate  when he criticised the National
Party Government of the day for building a
hospital in Caloundra while not building one at
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Wynnum. | am very glad that we now have a
hospital in Caloundra. | can understand the
frustration in trying to get the necessary
Government  spending in one’s own
electorate. He fought for his electorate, and
he was very proud to help his area. In his
maiden speech, he spoke of the growing
industry in Wynnum from boat building to the
Ampol oil refinery, and of the many new shops
and businesses moving into the area. He
served in the RAAF in the Pacific and the
Middle East during World War II.

As a politician, Ted Harris was a quiet
achiever, a man who worked for his electorate
without expecting or demanding high public
praise. | offer my condolences to his family
and friends.

Hon. T. J. BURNS (Lytton—Deputy
Premier, Minister for Administrative Services
and Minister for Rural Communities)
(10.10 a.m.): For the first two and a half years
that | was a member of this House, Ted Harris
was my political neighbour. In fact, my seat of
Lytton actually now incorporates much of the
bayside area that Ted represented. Ted was
the member for Wynnum from May 1966 until
December 1974, when he was defeated in an
election that saw Labor’'s numbers cut from 33
to 11.

He was the sixth member for the
electorate of Wynnum, following a very
popular local member, Labor man Bill
Gunn—not the Bill Gunn we all know, but old
Bill Gunn who was a Labor man for the area
for 22 years. Ted was a bloke who loved a
yarn and had a good sense of humour. He
was one of the many Labor members
between the split in 1957 and December 1989
who spent their entire parliamentary careers in
opposition.

| first knew Ted in the 1960s when | was
State organiser for the Labor Party in
Queensland. In those days it was against the
party rules to canvass for votes in a plebiscite.

Honourable members interjected.

Mr BURNS: Well, it was against the rules.
Affiliated unionists as well as ALP members
were entitled to vote, but the poor old
candidates were not supposed to circulate
printed material to solicit their support. At the
time, Ted was a tailor and he ran a drapery
store opposite the Manly Hotel. He did better
than simply distributing a few letters or
brochures. During the week of the plebiscite to
replace  Bill  Gunn, Ted placed an
advertisement in the Wynnum Herald inviting
ALP members in the area to call in at his
drapery shop that Saturday morning for their
free gift on their way to vote in the plebiscite. |
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have to say this: we had the best-dressed
ALP branch in Queensland, but | have to
continue this story. Sitting across the road was
the Wynnum Manly Rugby League team, and
they had been running raffles. One of the
members of the team was the Honourable
Minister for Tourism, Sport and Racing, who
was then playing for Wynnum Manly. They
saw all these fellows going over there and
they said, “We’'d better go over there and find
what it is about.” They said, “Vote in the
plebiscite”, so half the team voted. The only
problem with Gibbsy was that he was dirty that
he did not get a free shirt. All these well-
dressed members attended the next branch
meeting. There was hell to pay as a result of
the plebiscite. As an organiser, | was sent
down to rerun the plebiscite, but Ted still won
it. | am not too sure what he did the second
time. Anyway, Ted was the eventual winner
and he held Wynnum until he was defeated in
1974 by Bill Lamond, who was the first State
member of the National Party elected in a
Brisbane metropolitan seat.

Teddy was born in 1911. He was a cousin
of Jim Donald. Some honourable members
would remember Jim Donald from Ipswich. In
fact, at one time | think both of them were in
this place together. Of course, Jim was a great
old Labor man and leader of the Labor Party
at one stage. It is just under 20 years since
Ted left this place. As far as | can see, there
are now only three members left in our
caucus—Ed Casey, Bill D’Arcy and myself—
who would have been here with Ted. | do not
think there are on the opposite side of the
House any members who were here with him.
Doesn’t that point to the high turnover in this
place in 20 years? Out of 89 members, there
are only three members left who served with
him at that time. He went from here in 1974;
and it is now 1993. Sometimes, when attacks
are made on politicians and their careers,
people ought to realise what a rapid turnover
of members there has been, what changes
have taken place and the pressures under
which we work.

| have said it before and | will say again: it
is the families that miss out very much through
the efforts of members of Parliament who do
their job properly. One could say that Ted was
a tight man with a buck. He was a dapper little
fellow. If members ever saw him around the
racecourse, they would recall that he wore a
little hat and that he dressed very, very well.
As the Leader of the Opposition said, he was
always critical of police uniforms and the
uniforms worn by other people. In this place,
reference was made to Ted as the member
for uniforms.
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Ted loved racing. His son, Les Harris, was
a good jockey, but Ted would never give you
a tip. One day, after | had given him a lot of
help in this place, | said to him, “You'd better
give me a tip on Saturday.” On Monday, he
walked past me and waved a $16,000
cheque, saying that he had a big win, but he
had not given me a tip. He said that | would
have ruined the price. Honourable members
can imagine how much of an effect my five
bucks each way would have had on the price!

In 1975, when Bert Milliner died, there
was an argument in this place about who
would fill the vacancy. There were rumours
that Ted Harris would ask to be nominated,
but those rumours were untrue. Albert Patrick
Field was the person who took that position at
that time; it was not Ted.

Ted served under three Labor Opposition
leaders—Jack Duggan, Jack Houston and
Perc Tucker. During the relatively short period
that he was a member of this Parliament, the
State was led by four different Premiers: Sir
Francis Nicklin, Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen and,
briefly, Jack Pizzey and Sir Gordon Chalk.
When he first stood for Wynnum in 1966,
Ted’'s campaign director was a bloke by the
name of Jack Comber, who was the Federal
Labor member for Bowman from 1961 until
1963. Like Ted, Jack Comber was a tailor, so
it was quite a combination—one tailor
measuring up or, should | say, stitching up the
plebiscite, and another stitching up the
election campaign.

Ted was a real good bloke. Many people
in the area of Lytton, which | represent, still
remember him fondly as their former member
in this Parliament. He will be sadly missed by
his wife and his mates.

Hon. E. D. CASEY (Mackay—Minister for
Primary Industries) (10.16 a.m.): | would like to
join this debate briefly because, during my first
term in this Parliament after | was elected in
1969, | shared a seat in the Chamber with the
late Ted Harris who, as has already been
indicated, served from 1966 through to 1974.

At that time, seating arrangements were
entirely different. Backbenchers on both the
Government and Opposition sides sat in pairs
from about the middle of the Chamber to the
rear wall. There is always something about
sharing a seat in this Chamber. As the Deputy
Premier has pointed out, there has always
been a big turnover of members. We all know
that it can be a very, very lonely job. There is
something good about sharing things on a
daily basis within the Parliament. Ted was a
very interesting character to sit alongside.
There is no doubt that, when one spends the
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whole day sitting in the Chamber, one builds a
very close relationship with the member sitting
alongside. Members who sit beside one
another develop a particular understanding.

Ted had two favourite topics which he
raised on a weekly basis while he was serving
in this place. One was the rag trade. | use that
particular term because he referred to himself
as being a person who knew and understood
the rag trade. The other topic was horses. As
the Deputy Premier has said, Ted was a very,
very successful punter. However, there is no
way in the world that he would give anyone a
tip before Saturday’s races. He would only tell
people about his successes on the Monday
morning following the races, not prior to the
races. | guess that is probably why he was so
successful.

| think it was the Leader of the Opposition
who referred in this debate to the way in which
Ted put up so many cases for an
improvement in the uniforms that Government
employees were required to wear. | well
remember the day when he brought a railway
uniform into the Chamber. He referred to
police uniforms on another occasion. Also,
outside the Chamber, he showed people how
sloppy some of these uniforms were and said
that the Government ought to provide better
uniforms for its employees. He was successful.

He pursued this issue relentlessly in this
Parliament.
Ted was always a great individual

representative of the people and there is no
question about the ferocity with which he
could attack the Government of the day as an
Opposition member when he thought that one
or more individuals in his electorate were
experiencing problems, particularly those in
relation to health matters.

When he was defeated in 1974, Ted
retired to the Gold Coast hinterland and led a
much quieter life than during the previous
eight years while he was a member of this
Parliament. The Honourable Minister for
Tourism has just reminded me that the Gold
Coast hinterland, where he was living, could
not really be called Labor territory. But.
faithfully and regularly, Ted Harris would line
up on election day and work on the Labor
polling booth. Even though he was well and
truly out of the public scene, Ted continued to
display his loyalty to the party during the years
of his retirement.

Although | did not have as much contact
with Ted in the last few years as | did during
my first three years as a member of this
Parliament, | regret the passing of Ted Harris.
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Mr D’ARCY (Woodridge) (10.20 a.m.): |
also pay my respects to the late Ted Harris for
a few moments. When | became a member of
Parliament, Ted was a member of this House.
We have heard from other members about his
prowess. He was a very dapper man who
cared very much about his constituents.
Younger members, such as | was at that time,
could always talk to him and get advice from
him. Unlike two of the members who spoke
before me, | was occasionally given a winner
by him. | was able to get a lot of advice from
him. New members come in here very cold,
and he was very warm in that way.

| had a special affiliation with Ted through
our love for horses. As Tom pointed out, Ted
was certainly very proud of his son, Les, who
is still a well-known and well-respected jockey
within the racing fraternity on the Gold Coast.
He has won several premierships there. Ted
was always very proud of Les’ prowess as a
jockey and his interest in that sport.

While Ted Harris was still the member for
Wynnum, he bought a property at Coomera.
Quite a few funny incidents occurred.
Although it might not have been Labor
territory, | held the seat of Albert for the Labor
Party. The property that Ted bought was less
than a kilometre away from the Hinze
homestead, where Russell was living at that
time. Then when Eddie Wallis-Smith moved
into the electorate, three other sitting
members and | were living in my electorate of
Albert. Ted always used to make a joke of it.

He was a good family man. He
represented his constituents very well. He was
one of the people in this place whom one
remembers fondly. As Tom Burns pointed out,
Ted Harris was famous for knowing a lot about
the internal workings of the Labor Party—and
perhaps how to manipulate them from time to
time. He was fairly free with advice in that
direction. One could always get a cheery smile
out of him. He would always talk to people, no
matter what was happening and how he felt.
As a member of Parliament, he will be well
remembered by his constituents. One could
say that he was a member of Parliament who
will be remembered as an honourable man.

Mr SZCZERBANIK (Albert) (10.23 a.m.):
In common with many other new members of
this House, | do not know what it is like to be
in Opposition. Ted was a member of the long-
term Labor Opposition in this State. |
remember visiting Ted in 1986, prior to my
running as a candidate in the local authority
elections. He lived at Upper Coomera, which is
less than a kilometre from where | used to live.
| visited Ted to ask him about running as a
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candidate in the council elections. He used to
give me advice. At that time, it was hard yakka
in Albert. | remember Ted manning the Upper
Coomera booth all the time for the Labor
Party. We used to get flogged there all the
time. One could always count on Ted to go
there.

| pass on my condolences to his wife,
Marion, and his two children, Marion and Les.
It saddens me when we Ilose the old
workhorses from this place, the ones who
battled away for years and years and never
saw the Government benches. When | won in
1989, | went to see Ted. There was no person
happier than | was.

Mr VEIVERS (Southport) (10.24 a.m.): |
met Ted Harris when | won the seat of
Southport in 1987. | had passed him, but I did
not know too much of him. | remember him
saying, “Son, you have done the wrong thing
here. Aren’t you Tom Veivers' cousin?” | said,
“Yes.” He said, “What are you doing here?
Didn't you hand out how-to-vote cards for Bill
D’Arcy when you came home from Sydney?” |
said, “Yes, | did.” He said, “Well, what's
happened to you?” That is how | came to see
Ted. | used to see him at the track very
regularly. He was a committee man at the turf
club. We got on well.

Ted Harris also said that both Russ Hinze
and | should lose weight so that we would look
better in our clothes; that, until we lost weight,
there was never any chance that we would
look any good in our clothes. He had a very
dry sense of humour. As was the case with Mr
D’Arcy, Ted did tip me a winner one day, so
there is something wrong with the factions in
the Labor Party. | found Ted Harris to be very
pleasant. | would say that he did great things
for the Labor Party. He was always the
complete gentleman. He conducted himself
very well. This member of the House found it a
great pleasure to know Ted. | offer my
condolences to his family.

Motion agreed to, honourable members
standing in silence.

Mr SANTORO having given notice of a
motion—

Mr SPEAKER: Order! 1 remind the
member for Clayfield that, in a notice of
motion, he does not have the right to make a
statement that would be offensive to a
member of this House. That reference will be
withdrawn when the motion is edited. | am
talking about the reference to “a very
compliant chairman” of the CJC. In giving a
notice of motion, the honourable member
does not have the right to make statements
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that would be offensive to any member or
reflect on any member of the House.

QUESTIONS UPON NOTICE
1. Mining Week

Mr BARTON asked the Minister for
Minerals and Energy—

“What will be the main features of
Mining Week this year?”

Mr McGRADY: | thank the honourable
member for his question, which he placed on
notice yesterday.

Mr Borbidge interjected.

Mr McGRADY: It is quite amazing that,
yesterday, Opposition members spent all of
guestion time on trivial matters yet, when
Government members tried to talk about the
mining industry, they did not want to hear.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | suggest that the
Minister answer the question.

Mr McGRADY: | am very happy to report
that Mining Week, which was an initiative of
this Government, will start this Sunday.

Mrs McCauley interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Callide!

Mr McGRADY: Mining Week will start with
a day of free family entertainment at the
South Bank. The day is called the Magical
Minerals Family Fun Day and will feature life-
size coal and mineral characters, a walk-
through coal tunnel, steam train rides and a
junior rock show, amongst many other
activities. A highlight of the day will be the
magical minerals rock show, in which 16
Brisbane primary schools will compete for
$3,000 in prizes in the junior version of the

now-famous secondary school Rock
Eisteddfod. There will be 500 entrants
performing as part of that event. Other
activities will include a fashion parade,

rock chipping and gold
panning. The celebrations will continue
throughout the week, with displays and
activities in Queen Street. Anybody who visits
Queen Street during the next week will learn
something about mining and its role in our
society. Events will also be staged throughout
Queensland mining centres so that people
who are actually involved in the industry will
also have a chance to participate.

No member of this House would disagree
that mining plays an incredibly important part
in the everyday lives of every person in this
State. Clothes, furnishings——

An Opposition member: Table it!

jewellery making,
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Mr McGRADY: No, | will not table it.
Clothes, furnishings, vehicles and household
appliances are all the direct result of mining,
but many people are not aware of that fact.

| had great pleasure in initiating Mining
Week last year specifically to illustrate,
especially to city people, the importance of
minerals and energy to everyday living.
Queensland Mining Week is a true community
event in which we have aimed to actively
involve the people of Queensland in learning
more about the everyday activities of the
mining industry.

| want to place on record my thanks to
the officers of my department, the
Queensland Mining Council and the trade
union movement. In the words of the Premier
the other day, | conclude by commenting that
anybody who is not interested in mining is not
really interested in the economy of
Queensland.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the
member for Western Downs, 1 remind
members that Ministers may table their
answers for incorporation but that they do not
have to do so. Equally, Ministers may read out
their answers. They may adopt whichever
course they see fit. | will not tolerate members
continually interjecting, calling for answers to
be tabled. The Standing Orders are as | have
interpreted them. They will be enforced in that
manner.

2. Child Protection Register

Mr LITTLEPROUD asked the Minister for
Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander
Affairs—

“With reference to the Ombudsman's
annual report in which grave concerns
were expressed about the use of the
Child Protection Register and who had
access to it because unsubstantiated
malicious allegations are entered on that
register—

Does she agree that the Department
of Family Services' practice of maintaining
a Child Protection Register that contains
unsubstantiated  malicious  allegations
against parents is a gross violation of the
civil rights of individuals?”

Ms WARNER: | seek leave to table the
answer and have it incorporated in Hansard.

Leave granted.

My department has a responsibility to record

and maintain all mandatory and voluntary

reports of suspected abuse and neglect. This
includes the details of investigations
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undertaken and their outcomes, which may be
unfounded, suspected or substantiated.

The community’s concern for our children and
their protection from abuse demands that
departments such as mine hold accurate and
complete  information to  ensure their
protection.

Obviously the issue of individual civil rights is
an important one for both the children and
parents. The primary purpose of recording and
investigating reported is to assess whether
concerns exist about the abuse or neglect of a
child and the focus is on providing assistance.

The Department does not make a finding of
whether a complaint was malicious. Where the
intent of the notifier appears to be malicious
and the report is unfounded, the maintenance
of this information is still important in relation to
how any future reports concerning the same
child are responded to. This may result in a
decision not to investigate a subsequent
report of a similar nature.

The issue of how long unfounded reports
should be maintained has been the subject of a
recent review. As a result, my department is
currently implementing procedures to address
this very issue. We are also conducting a total
review of the child protection legislation and
invite comment on a range of issues including
how long information should be retained.

The community’s concern for our children and
their protection from abuse demands that
departments such as mine hold accurate and
complete  information to  ensure their
protection. | do not regard this as a gross
violation of civil rights. The protection of
children is of paramount importance.

Child Protection Register
Mr LITTLEPROUD asked the Minister for

Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander
Affairs—

“Will she give her personal guarantee
that unsubstantiated allegations against
people listed on the Child Protection
Register have not influenced applications
for adoptions by the same people?”

Ms WARNER: | seek leave to table the

answer and have it incorporated in Hansard.

Leave granted.

I would Ilike to point out that adoption
assessments are done by professional
people—not departmental officers—who make
assessments about the suitability of a adoption
applicants on a fee-for-service basis.

They do not have access to the files to which
the Honourable Member has referred.
Departmental records are not checked, as a
matter of course, in regard to adoption
applications. Most adoption applicants are, in
fact, childless and therefore, departmental
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records which relate to children are of no
relevance.

4. Roads, Wide Bay Area

Mr DOLLIN asked the Minister for
Transport and Minister Assisting the Premier
on Economic and Trade Development—

“What action is the Government
taking to improve the road network in the
Wide Bay area and specifically to address
problems on the Bruce Highway at the
Gunalda Range?”

Mr HAMILL: | table the answer and seek
leave to have it incorporated in Hansard.

Leave granted.

The Member for Maryborough will be pleased
to know more than $35 million will be spent on
road construction and maintenance in the Wide
Bay District in 1993/94. This funding includes
$9.4 million from the Federal Government for
National Roads and $25.6 million from the State
Government  for  State-controlled roads.
Productivity gains from our Road Reform
initiative will also allow additional work to be
carried out including:

Construction of a number of overtaking
lanes on the Maryborough-Hervey Bay
Road costing $1 million.

Continuation of construction of the $17
million bridge and approach works at the
new Burnett River crossing in Bundaberg.

Completion of the $1 million project to
upgrade the Isis Highway between
Childers and North/South Road.

Completion of the $1 million project to
upgrade the Burnett Highway west from
Boundary Hill.

Concerning the Gunalda Range, there is a
planned 3.3km deviation on new alignment to
bypass the existing highway in Tiaro Shire,
about 70km south of Maryborough. This would
connect with the new Glenwood Deviation,
which was completed in 1991 and which
includes passing lanes. It commences on the
northern side of the range. The estimated cost
of $7.8 million has now been put on the
Queensland Department of Transport's five
year program and is planned to start in 1997/98.

Important work on the construction of new
overtaking lanes between Childers and
Gympie, and several other projects, each
costing around $1 million will precede the
Gunalda Range project. Another initial priority
is shoulder sealing on lengthy sections south
of Maryborough to improve safety and reduce
maintenance costs.

5. Tilt Trains, Brisbane-Rockhampton
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Mr DOLLIN asked the Minister for
Transport and Minister Assisting the Premier
on Economic and Trade Development—

“At what stage is the Government's
proposal to introduce high—technology tilt
trains between Brisbane and
Rockhampton?”

Mr HAMILL: | am sure that this is a
matter that is of considerable interest to all
members. | wish to assure the member for
Maryborough that the Queensland
Government is well advanced in delivering tilt-
train technology to the people of Queensland.
Already, three companies have expressed
interest in the project, which will put
Queensland Rail in the forefront of tilt
technology worldwide. EDI-Hitachi-Itochi
(Brisbane), ABB Transport (Brisbane) and
Morrison Knudsen Corporation of Australia Ltd
(Adelaide) have until December to place their
tenders, with the winning tender to be
announced in mid-1994. The first tilt train
could be in service by late 1996, with the
second delivered in March 1997.

Tilt-train ~ technology will slash the
travelling time from Brisbane to Rockhampton
by two and a half hours. The travelling time to
Maryborough will be cut from four hours 20
minutes to three hours 20 minutes. The train
design will feature advanced comfort and
communications systems, and passengers will
have access to video, television and radio,
telephones and fax facilities. It is envisaged
that two six-car trains will be built, each
accommodating 325 passengers. They will be
manufactured in  Australia, possibly in
Queensland, with some specialist equipment
imported.  EDI-Hitachi-ltochi  would utilise
Japanese technology; ABB Transport would
use Swedish technology; and Morrison
Knudsen would use Italian technology.

Sweden, Japan, Italy and Spain are all
using tilt trains, which are an economical way
of achieving high speeds. By tilting into
curves, travelling times are cut substantially
without the necessity of building new track.
Nevertheless, the $526m main line upgrade
which is under way between Brisbane and
Cairns will lessen journey times for the tilt
trains, which will have a top speed of 160
kilometres per hour. It is also expected to
encourage more people to travel by rail. For
instance, patronage almost doubled between
Brisbane and Rockhampton when the electric
Spirit of Capricorn was introduced in 1989.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Changes to Criminal Justice Act
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Mr BORBIDGE: In directing a question to
the Attorney-General, | refer him to his failure
to implement most recommendations of the
parliamentary Criminal Justice Committee in
regard to the Criminal Justice Act and the
establishment of yet another record-breaking
committee—dominated by the Premiers
Office of the Cabinet, the Premier's Public
Sector Management Commission and the
Police Service—to review the CJC, and | ask
the Attorney: why has the parliamentary
committee been overridden, and why has he
permitted Executive interference in the
redefining of the role of the Criminal Justice
Commission?

Mr WELLS: | think it is important to note
that the honourable the Leader of the
Opposition is complaining about the ordinary
processes of Government—processes with
which he was at one time familiar, although
presumably never the master of. The
information that was provided to this
Parliament by the parliamentary Criminal
Justice Committee was not, as the honourable
member knows very well, provided in the form
of a Bill. It was provided in the form of a large
number of recommendations for a large
number of largely technical amendments
which the Criminal Justice Commission wanted
to see made into statutory amendments.
Those were examined by the PCJC, which has
similarly reported to the Parliament.

As the honourable member for Surfers
Paradise knows very well, the process that is

then required is for the Government to
examine those matters and to make
recommendations to this Parliament in the

form of a Bill. The process of the translation of
those matters takes time, particularly when
one is dealing with sometimes quite
intractable matters. Matters which can largely
be described as technical nevertheless are
issues which require some process of
decision.

| will give the honourable member one
instance to which he might be able at a later
stage to give us a quick and easy answer. At
present, the Criminal Justice Act provides that
a vexatious or frivolous complaint can be the
subject of a prosecution. However, it also
provides that there has to be a warning before
the prosecution goes ahead. There has to be
a second occurrence. The CJC recommends
that we should delete the requirement of a
warning. Of course, that raises civil liberties
questions. The proposal that the CJC has
made may very well have some merit, but it
does not seem to me that there is a quick and
easy answer.
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It is very odd to see the honourable the
Leader of the Opposition girding himself for
battle on behalf of the CJC. His shadow

Attorney-General, the honourable Denver
Beanland, stated recently—
“After all, the Fitzgerald inquiry

recommended the abolition of the
Special Branch. Now, there is very little
difference, | contest, between having the
Special Branch and the CJC.”

Members should hear
sayeth—

also what Sir Joh

“The CJC has got to be closed down,
and the quicker the better.”

Sir Joh made that comment at a National
Party conference dinner. The honourable
member for Beaudesert has stated—

“The CJC is irtually working
uncontrolled. It is about time that this
Government brought back that control.”

With friends such as those, the CJC does not
need enemies.

Mabo

Mr BORBIDGE: In directing a question to
the Premier, | refer to his expressions of
support for the mining industry, and | ask: how
does he reconcile his rhetoric as a champion
of the mining industry with the reality that he
has both privately and publicly agreed with the
deliberate misinterpretation of the High Court
Mabo decision by the Commonwealth
whereby a mining lease does not extinguish
native title?

Mr W. K. GOSS: The Leader of the
Opposition either fails to wunderstand or
deliberately misrepresents the High Court
decision. The High Court decision did not find
that mining leases extinguish native title as a
matter of law. As | have said to the Leader of
the Opposition before that my advice is that it
is really a mixed question of law and fact that
relates to the nature of the activity. The
proposal that is being discussed—in respect of
which there is general agreement by not just
this State but conservative States as well—is
that there will be three categories of tenure,
and there will be a provision, subject to
Federal Cabinet's deliberations, whereby
some mining leases will go into that category.
But it depends very much on the nature of the
activity.

Truancy and Absenteeism in Toowoomba
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Mr PITT: | ask the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services: is he aware of claims of
a crisis over truancy and school absenteeism
in Toowoomba? Can he inform the House of
the success of police involvement with
Toowoomba schools?

Mr BRADDY: The alleged crisis is a
figment of the imagination of the member for
Crows Nest, who managed to convince the
Toowoomba Chronicle to run a par in that
paper on 16 September in relation to what he
referred to as a crisis. The greatest lesson to
be learnt from this is by the members for
Toowoomba North and Toowoomba South,
who were obviously beguiled into joining him
in the alleged claim. Lo and behold, | am sure
that they have learnt their lesson, because the
following day the Toowoomba Chronicle went
to the trouble of interviewing the three high
school principals in Toowoomba, who
disavowed the attention and expressed
surprise and amazement that the claim had
been made.

It is not surprising that the member for
Crows Nest engages in this activity. He has
been spreading gloom and doom where he
can since he became the shadow Minister.
Yet here he was disavowed, not by the police
officers themselves, but by the principals of
the schools.

| refer to the article in the Toowoomba
Chronicle the following day. When the
Toowoomba  Chronicle  approached the
Toowoomba State High School principal, Dr
Barrett, he indicated that the system was
working very well. He conceded that, although
three police officers had been originally
attached to the squad, there now were two.
He was aware that the system had been
evaluated and that, in the circumstances, the
police had found that two dedicated officers
were sufficient. In addition to that, we had
instituted a pedestrian beat system in
Toowoomba whereby one of the police
officers is attached to a beat close to the
Toowoomba State HIgh School. In fact, in
addition to the Truancy Squad, that officer
spends two days a week at that high school.
Dr Barrett said that he was surprised at the
comments made by the politicians.

The members for Toowoomba North and
Toowoomba South had egg on their faces,
along with the egg on his face that the
member for Crows Nest never seems to
notice. The reality is that the Truancy Squad
system in Toowoomba is working very well.
The three high school principals have publicly
expressed their satisfaction with it. Opposition
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members again attempted a beat up which
ended in embarrassment for them.

Ambulance Response Times

Mr PITT: | ask the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services: has his attention been
drawn to recent figures regarding the average
response time of Queensland ambulances to
code 1 emergencies?

Mr BRADDY: It is very important that our
ambulance reaction time is monitored and
kept as low as possible. Around the world in
urban areas the important test for ambulances
is the quickness of response to calls that are
made on them. The test normally is a 10-
minute response time in urban areas. In
Queensland, we are finding that the response
times are better than that.

Queensland ambulance officers
operating from 177 stations across the State
have recorded an average Statewide
response time better than that required for
urban centres such as Brisbane and the Gold
Coast. The average response time across the
State in the past financial year was seven and
three-quarter minutes, which was well below
the national average of 10 minutes.

Mr FitzGerald: Average!

Mr BRADDY: We should compare apples
with apples. The comparison relates well to
the average response time across the country.
The yardstick is 10 minutes. The standard that
has been achieved in Queensland is less than
eight minutes, which was achieved throughout
the year right across the State. That flies in
the face of the Chicken Little prophesies that
continue to come from the member for Crows
Nest, with the sky always falling in, as he
would like.

The official figures from the Ambulance
Service again put the lie to the attempted
gloom and doom and the Chicken Little
prophesies that he continues to propagate.

Mr Cooper interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member
for Crows Nest under Standing Order 123A.

Mr BRADDY: The average response time
of seven and three-quarter minutes, which is
well below the national average, is better than
that of any other service in the country.

Mabo

Mrs SHELDON: In directing a question to
the Premier, | refer to the inadequate
response from the Queensland Government
to the High Court’'s decision on native title and
the Prime Minister's statements that Mabo
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claims will apply offshore. | table a letter | sent
to the Minister for Tourism on 7 September, to
which the Minister has not deigned to reply. |
ask the Premier: does he intend to ignore the
impact of offshore native title claims and
claims over the area of land between the high
and low water mark, particularly in relation to
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and the
Great Sandy Region National Park, or will he
act to ensure that the reef and other important
world resources in this State are exempt from
such claims?

Mr W. K. GOSS: | am aware of the
attempt by the member to beat up some
ambit Mabo-style claim on the Great Barrier
Reef. | thought it was pretty pathetic. | gather
that the press thought that it was fairly
pathetic, too, because she tried to get it up
two or three times and received very little
coverage. It was a fairly disappointing
contribution to the debate.

Mr Borbidge: As usual,
nothing.

Mr W. K. GOSS: The Leader of the
Opposition should calm down. | have all day.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | do not.

Mr W. K. GOSS: There are issues that
could potentially arise in areas such as the
beaches, the Great Barrier Reef and so on,
but they are quite speculative. These are
matters that | raised personally with the Prime
Minister and the Federal Government months
ago. When honourable members see the
legislation that is being debated by Federal
Cabinet at the moment—I| understand that
should occur within the next two weeks—even
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition will have
to concede that there is no problem.

you're doing

Gold Coast Indy Car Grand Prix

Mrs SHELDON: | direct a question to the
Treasurer. In light of the resignation of Indy
General Manager Bob Minnikin yesterday and
the  subsequent decision to  appoint
Queensland Tourist and Travel Corporation
Chief Executive Ken Rosebery as a part-time
general manager, | ask: as Treasurer, does he
believe that the position of Indy General
Manager is a part-time job, given the race’s
losses of $53m over the last three years and
the State Government's continued stake of
$5m in taxpayers’ funds this year? What
safeguards has he put in place to ensure that
the Queensland taxpayers’ investment will be
protected?

Mr W. K. Goss:
Minister.

That's the wrong
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Mr De LACY: The Minister for Tourism,
Sport and Racing is now the Minister
responsible for the Indy car race, but | am
prepared to take questions any time
Opposition members feel like asking them.

Irrespective of what the Government has
put in place to ensure that taxpayers’
contributions are  protected, the State
Government has received sufficient comfort to
believe that the race can be run with a
contribution from Government of $5m. As the
honourable member should know, it is not
possible to dot all the i's and cross all the t's
this early in the process. Nevertheless, we
weighed up the situation on the basis of the
benefits that would flow to the Gold Coast, in
particular in terms of economic benefits, and
the promotion of this part of Australia on the
world scene.

In respect of the management of the
Indy race, members of the Opposition have
been calling for a long time for a shake up of
the board and a shake up of management.
The Minister and the new board are putting in
place a management structure that they
believe is appropriate to run the race in the
best interests of Queensland. | am sure that
the Minister would say that he has great
confidence in his new board, and the new
board is taking the appropriate action.

Mr Borbidge: You should have a full-time
manager.

Mr De LACY: As to whether or not it
should be a full-time manager—the member
should direct that comment to the board. We
have a very important board with which | am
not going to interfere. It will put in place what it
believes to be appropriate action to ensure
that the whole of Queensland derives benefit
from that great race.

Caboolture Police District

Mr LIVINGSTONE: | ask the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services: is he aware
of claims by the Opposition that, because of
overtime restrictions in the Caboolture,
Waterford and Mount Mee areas, police are
restricted to a Monday-to-Friday, 9-to-5
service? Can the Minister inform the House of
the true situation?

Mr BRADDY: In order to properly assess
the resources in Caboolture and similar areas,
we must look at what has occurred since the
election of the Goss Labor Government in
1989 and compare it with the inadequate
resources that were given to that region under
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the previous Government. The facts speak
starkly for themselves.

Mr Cooper interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member
for Crows Nest.

Mr BRADDY: In 1989, Caboolture had 34
police officers. Today, it has 52—an increase
of more than 50 per cent.

Mr Borbidge: No-one believes you.

Mr BRADDY: | take the interjection from
the Leader of the Opposition. He says that no-
one believes that. | presume that the
honourable Opposition Leader is saying that,
when the annual report of the Police
Commissioner shows that the number of
police officers in the Queensland Police
Service has grown from 5 200 under the
previous Government to nearly 6 400 under
this Government, the Police Commissioner is
lying; that we do not have those extra 1 200
police officers. That shows the falsity of the
Opposition’s contention that no-one believes
that. The people of Queensland do believe it.
They also believe the statistics that show the
significant——

Mr Elliott interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Cunningham!

Mr BRADDY: The figures published by
the Police Service—not by the Government—
give the lie to the gloom and doom that
Opposition members continually try to preach
for their own petty political purposes. Since
this Government came to power, the number
of police officers in Caboolture has grown by
more than 50 per cent. Therefore, under our
Government, the Caboolture Police Station is
staffed 24 hours a day. That is relevant in
relation to the Opposition’s claim that no
overtime is available.

Mr Veivers interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Southport!

Mr BRADDY: In fact, all available staff are
rostered to provide the best possible service to
the division. The Caboolture area and other
significant growth areas have never been
better staffed with police personnel than they
are at present. The people of Queensland do
not accept the Chicken Little statements that
are made continually by that man who has
egg all over his face—the so-called
honourable member for Crows Nest.

Ambulance Officer Training
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Mr LIVINGSTONE: | ask a second
guestion of the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services: can he inform the House
of any steps that have been taken to improve
the level of professional training of ambulance
officers within the Queensland Ambulance
Service?

Mr BRADDY: The issue of training for
ambulance  officers in  Queensland is
undoubtedly the most significant achievement
of the Ambulance Service in the past three
years in this State. Last month, | was pleased
to attend the graduation ceremony for the first
ambulance officers in Queensland to be
awarded their Associate Diploma of Applied
Science (Ambulance).

Mr Connor interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member
for Nerang under Standing Order 123A.

Mr BRADDY: Indeed, that was an historic
day. That associate diploma, which was
introduced by our Government, is now the
minimum qualification for ambulance officers
in Queensland. The three-year course, which
is conducted through TAFE, requires 1 000
hours of part-time study for each officer. There
are currently 1 650 officers studying for their
associate diploma.

Opposition members interjected.

Mr BRADDY: Members opposite do not
want to listen to the facts. An advanced
clinical training package is also being
developed by the Queensland Ambulance
Service to allow officers to undertake medical
procedures that they are presently not
qualified to perform. A total of 96 per cent of
eligible Queensland ambulance officers are
now participating in study. | repeat that the
training package available to Queensland
Ambulance Service officers is the most
significant achievement of the Queensland
Ambulance Service in the past few years, and
it will be maintained until we have the best
trained, best educated officers in Australia.

Gold Coast Ambulance Officers

Mr COOPER: In directing a question to
the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, | refer to the meeting of Gold Coast
ambulance officers on Tuesday, which passed
a vote of no confidence in the Minister and
voted to suspend all duties apart from 000
emergency calls if shifts were reduced, and |
ask: did the Ambulance Service Gold Coast
District Superintendent, Mr R. K. Trenaman,
issue a memo dated 3 September 1993 titled
“Staff Establishment/Budget” which stated that
only 62 ambulance officers were available for
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on-road duties every week in this district; that
56 of those officers were required for a 24-
hour coverage; and that only six officers were
available to cover nine identified contingencies
ranging from air and marine attendant duties,
daily Brisbane transfers and medivac transport
to sick leave, workers’ compensation leave,
long service leave and public education
courses? Did the memo follow a decision by
QAS senior management to further reduce
the total of Gold Coast ambulance staff from
108 to 987

Mr BRADDY: | thank the member for his
guestion, which is one of the few that he has
ever asked in this place. In relation to the Gold
Coast ambulance—the first thing that should
be said is that, for a population of its size, that
area has more full-time ambulance officers
than does Canberra. It also has more full-time
ambulance officers than does Christchurch in
New Zealand.

Mr Stephan interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Gympie!

Mr BRADDY: Those places have a similar
population to that of the Gold Coast. In
relation to those ambulance officers—the
department made a decision in relation to
resourcing the area as it believed it should be
properly resourced, bearing in mind that the
numbers available on the Gold Coast
measure up very well to any appropriate
standards elsewhere in Australia or in this part
of the world.

Mr Borbidge interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader
of the Opposition under Standing Order 123A.

Mr BRADDY: Again, members opposite
do not want to listen. Some of the officers on
the Gold Coast particularly enjoyed that
rostering system.

Mr Veivers interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member
for Southport under Standing Order 123A.

Mr BRADDY: However, a decision was
made by management—not by Government

and not at my suggestion or proposal,
although 1 support it fully—that, with the
numbers available, they can more than

adequately cope. So a roster was distributed
saying, “This is the way that it will be done.” |
will back them on that.

In relation to the motion of no confidence
in me—I understand that, of approximately
100 ambulance officers on the Gold Coast,
only 25 attended that particular meeting. They
did not have the support of their union for the
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meeting. No full-time union official attended
that meeting. Less than one quarter of the
ambulance officers on the Gold Coast were
present and voted at that particular meeting. |
make no apology for backing sensible
rostering systems on the Gold Coast that are
designed to give a good, efficient service to
the people.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The time allotted
for questions has now expired.

APPROPRIATION BILL (No. 2)
Resumption of Committee

Debate resumed from 6 October (see
p. 4799) on Schedule 1—

Minister for Transport and Minister
Assisting the Premier on Economic and
Trade Development

Hon. D. J. HAMILL (lpswich—Minister for
Transport and Minister Assisting the Premier
on Economic and Trade Development) (11
a.m.): This year, the Queensland Government
will spend more than $3.5 billion on transport,
of which $1.5 billion is committed to the
maintenance and expansion of our transport
infrastructure. That is $727m for roadworks,
$635m for our rail lines and $193m for our
ports. About three-quarters of this funding will
be directed to regional and country areas,
boosting employment at a time when drought
and low commodity prices have ravaged the
economy in  many parts of regional
Queensland.

The success being achieved by the Goss
Government in the area of transport is good
news. We are diversifying and strengthening
the State’s economy, creating jobs, and
improving people’s choices of employment
and lifestyle. Let me assure the Committee
that this Budget will continue the process of
transport  reform, and help  maintain
Queensland’s position as Australia’s leading
State. Our success in transport reform has
been built upon the principles of social justice
and financial responsibility. These principles
are integral to the development of the
Queensland Transport Policy (QTP) Directions
Statement, which will plot the course for
planning across the portfolio. In addition, the
passage through Parliament of modern
transport legislation over the next few months
will reduce the number of transport-related
Acts from 55 to about 20, in keeping with the
Government's commitment to legislative and
regulatory reform.
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With our transport framework firmly in
place, it is appropriate that | detail a number
of particular programs that will benefit the
people of Queensland in the year ahead.

Rail

One of the great stories of recent years
has been the regeneration of Queensland
Rail. When | was appointed Transport
Minister, much of our rail system resembled a
working museum rather than a modern
railway. | know that dinosaurs are very popular
at the moment, but let me tell honourable
members that the one the Labor Government
inherited in QR after decades of neglect was
scarier than anything they would see in
Jurassic Park. We are breathing new life into
QR with a massive rebuilding program, the
biggest in QR’s 128-year history. This year’s
annual report highlights the remarkable
progress achieved by this Government by
management and, most importantly, by rail
workers, in the rebuilding process. In just four
years, Queensland Rail has delivered its
second consecutive surplus with an operating
profit this year of $13.9m—a remarkable
turnaround from the crippling losses of the
1980s. For the first time, QR’s financial results
are presented on a commercial accrual
accounting basis as well as in the traditional
accounting format. The wuse of accrual
accounting methods means that QR is now in
a position to measure its own financial
performance against that of other commercial
operators.The annual report highlights
dramatic improvements in labour and asset
productivity, with increases in both by 40 per
cent over the past three years, and this
process has been enhanced by QR’s
enterprise bargaining with its work force.

But one of the most important results of
QR’s strengthened position has been its
capacity to invest in the renewal of the
network. This financial year, almost $635m will
be spent as part of that investment package
including—

$153m towards the upgrade of the North
Coast Line between Brisbane and Cairns;

$41m towards the construction of the
Gold Coast rail link;

$24m to continue the duplication of the
inner-city tunnels vital to the expansion of
the Citytrain network; and

$166m to build infrastructure to support
coal and mineral development.

This type of rail infrastructure work is
generating over 2 000 direct jobs throughout
the State and creating employment for
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another 4 000 indirectly, as well as helping to
achieve operational efficiencies such as the
reduction of freight transit times between
Cairns and Brisbane from 40 hours to 27
hours. That is great news for business, and
particularly good news for industry in north
Queensland.

QR is also promoting its tourist potential.
Unashamedly targeting Queensland’s third
largest industry, last year QR designed, rebuilt
and launched a five-star quality hotel on
wheels—the Queenslander. A further
$900,000 is being invested in the new Spirit of
the Outback service, which will contribute to
the growing tourist industry of the central west.
This tourism drive will be enhanced further by
the recent calling of tenders for a new high
technology tilt-train service, which will slash two
and a half hours off journey times between
Brisbane and Rockhampton when it is
introduced in 1996.

These reforms are not only providing a
significantly improved transport service but
also they are providing Queenslanders with
long-term employment security in a modern
and viable railway.

Roads

In 1993-94, the total amount to be spent
on the Roads Program will be a healthy
$727m. Of the overall outlay, the State
Government will boost its contribution to
$454m—a 14 per cent increase on last year.
This includes $50m in special funding from
tobacco tax revenue—the first instalment of a
$150m three-year commitment. In addition,
unlike the approach taken by conservative
Governments in other States, the Queensland
Government will actually spend the $31.5m of
untied Federal road grants on State roads.

Although the total funds available for
roads is less than the record level of 1992-93
owing to reduced levels of Federal funding, it
is worth noting that this year’s road budget is
well above the trend line for road expenditure
in Queensland in recent years. | might add
that this level of road funding is being
complemented by increased levels of road
construction and maintenance being achieved
for each road dollar.  Productivity gains
flowing from road reform will allow additional
works worth approximately $90m to be carried
out this year. The overall goal of road reform is
a 20 per cent productivity improvement by the
end of 1995, and we are well on the way to
realising that goal.

We are devoting a large slab of our roads
budget to roads in non-metropolitan areas, in
many cases providing increased State funds
to roads which did not benefit from last year's
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big boost in Federal funding, which targeted
national highways and arterial roads.

We have forged a strong partnership with
local government in the delivery of our road
reform initiative. Although we are opening up
road construction work to market competition,
we have put in place safeguards for those
local authorities which rely heavily on
roadworks for local employment. Nevertheless,
we are changing the relationship between the
department and councils from one of principal
and agent to one based on agreed price
performance contracts. It is the difference
between asking someone to paint one’s
house and to send the bill afterwards, or
asking for a quote up front before agreeing to
the work being done. We are asking councils
for a price up front. Queensland taxpayers are
getting better value for their money, and
councils are reaping the benefits of their
efficiency through more roadworks being
achieved. | wish to place on record my thanks
to local government for its cooperation with
the challenge that is road reform.

Marine and Ports

While significant reforms have taken
place on the waterfront, particularly in the area
of stevedoring, the Queensland Government
has focused on the reform of the equally vital
area of port management. In this context, it is
proposed that the recently established Ports
Corporation of Queensland, the Port of
Brisbane Authority and the Gladstone Port
Authority will be corporatised from 1 July 1994,
and the remaining port authorities from 1 July
1995.

This Government has also placed strong
emphasis on the development of trade growth
as a major factor in strengthening our
economy. It is pleasing to report that in the
past financial yeatr, trade through
Queensland’s ports increased by 5 per cent,
with the system handling almost 120 million
tonnes of cargo. Our northern ports of Cairns
and Townsville warrant special mention, with
trade growth of 24 per cent and 13 per cent
respectively. | note that the honourable
member for Gladstone is present in the
Chamber. Gladstone again achieved record
trade figures, while the port of Brisbane
continues to outperform other capital city ports
through a combination of efficient
performance and competitive pricing.

Brisbane’s increasing market share of the
Australian container trade is reflected in the 47
per cent increase in container traffic since
1988-89. Brisbane now handles more
containers per crane per hour than Hong
Kong, and it is quickly catching up to
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Singapore. Those ports are world renowned
for their efficiency and competitiveness.

To further improve the performance of
the port, the State and Federal Governments
are investing $85m to build a standard gauge
rail link to the port of Brishane at Fisherman
Islands, in a project which will generate 3 000
jobs directly and indirectly, and link Brisbane to
the interstate standard gauge rail network.

Other major projects under way include
the expansion of the Clinton coal loading
facility at Gladstone and the duplication of
coal loading facilities at the Dalrymple Bay
coal terminal. The Queensland Government
has also developed a draft State Port
Strategic Development Plan to provide the
policy framework within which Queensland
ports will continue to grow. Other initiatives for
our maritime industry this year include—

the completion of the final stage of the
pilotage and conservancy review which
will address pricing strategies;

the introduction of a new marine pollution
Bill to provide our marine environment
with increased protection from oil and
other pollutants;

the involvement of local authorities in the
planning, management and ownership of
small craft facilities; and

the finalisation of an environment policy
for Queensland ports.

A major priority this year is the completion
of the review of Statewide public passenger
transport arrangements. The review team
examined interstate and overseas systems
and is engaged in extensive consultation with
industry, Government stakeholders and other
interested parties, to test various policy
options.

The team has examined bus, taxi and
private hire car operators, tourist and charter
operators and providers of community and
courtesy transport services. A recurrent theme
in the review is the need to link Government
subsidies and operator performance. This way
we ensure that the best possible public
passenger transport services are extended to
the greatest number of people. | am
determined to see appropriate legislative
reforms put in place for passenger transport to
assist industry manage future demand and
improve levels of service.

The same principle, which is guiding the
review of passenger transport services, was
also adopted with respect to the extension of
remote area air services. Early last year, the
Queensland Government began a 12-month
review of all regulated and subsidised air
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services throughout the State taking into
account the concerns of people in rural and
remote communities.

As a result, two contracts significantly
upgrading western Queensland air services
and expanding the number of communities

receiving regular scheduled flights were
awarded. The allocation of $3.5m in this
budget means additional subsidised air

services have been made available to the
people of Winton, St George, Cunnamulla,
Thargomindah, Bedourie and Boulia.

Mr Johnson: Good stuff!

Mr HAMILL: | take the honourable
member’s interjection. It is good stuff, and I
ask him to recognise the achievements of the
Government for country people.

Market forces alone do not always
produce an equitable outcome, and that is
why this Government acted whereas
successive National Party administrations did
nothing. This vyear, the three-year Urban
Passenger Transport Development Strategy,
funded by the Federal Government, will be
completed. This program was responsible for
modern bus interchanges at Toowoomba,

Caloundra, Townsville and Cairns and
provided for new buses in Brisbane and
Rockhampton.

Upgraded bus/rail interchanges have
been completed at Ferny Grove and

Maryborough, as have improved Park-n-Ride
facilities at Burpengary and Petrie. The
program has provided bus priority lanes in
South Brisbane, new bus shelters in Brisbane
and Ipswich, and many minor road projects
supporting public transport.

A pedestrian tunnel linking the Ipswich
Transit Centre and the Ipswich Railway station
has improved access between bus and ralil,
and the new bus/rail interchange at Sandgate
will soon be finished.

The State Government has also moved
to improve access to services for those with
restricted or impaired mobility. To this end,
Cabinet approved changes to the Taxi
Subsidy Scheme, effective from 1 July this
year. Residents of Government-sponsored
accommodation, such as nursing homes and
hostels, may now be eligible for taxi subsidies.
Temporary membership of the scheme may
also be extended in certain circumstances to
people with severe but temporary disabilities.

To meet these increased responsibilities,
expenditure on this scheme is expected to rise
from $2.5m in 1992-93 to $3.4m in 1993-94.
This year, public transport in south-east
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Queensland will move closer to a fully
integrated system. The Government has used
advanced technologies to establish an
integrated information system, TRANSINFO;
as well as introducing electronic ticketing.
TRANSINFO provides residents and visitors to
south-east Queensland with a state-of-the-art
telephone-based information system for all
modes of public transport, while electronic
ticketing is being introduced across the whole
of Brisbane Transports bus fleet and
Queensland Rail's Citytrain system in order to
make intermodal transfers more convenient.
The sophisticated information and ticketing
systems developed through these
technologies will help make public transport a
more attractive option for the region’s rapidly
expanding population.

In the area of road safety, the State
Government  continues to  provide the
essential ingredients for a progressive and
successful assault on the State’s annual road
toll. In April this year, State Cabinet endorsed
a whole-of-government Road Safety Strategy
with a target of achieving a one-third reduction
in road trauma over the next 10 years.

Clearly, we want to maintain the
downward trend in the State’s road toll. In
1992, Queensland’'s road toll was 416, the
third lowest figure in 26 years. It would appear
that the downward trend is continuing with the
1993 toll, as of 6 October, standing at 294,
compared with 309 at the same time last year.

While improved driver training and
enhanced community road safety awareness
are important factors in reducing road trauma,
| wish to make special mention of five
measures which have contributed substantially
to the reduced road toll. They are—

random road watch, which has allowed
improved police surveillance over a larger
proportion of the road network resulting in
an 8 per cent reduction in crashes on
these routes this year;

random breath testing, which has
contributed to a reduction of almost
20 per cent in alcohol-related crashes this
year;

red light cameras, which have reduced
crashes at signalised sites by 40 per cent;

child restraint legislation and publicity,
which has contributed to the number of
casualties involving unrestrained child
vehicle occupants falling by one-third,;
and

compulsory bicycle helmet wearing, which

has led to a 17 per cent reduction in
injuries involving cyclists.
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A wide range of other road safety
measures will continue to be implemented this
year, including the Schoolsafe subsidy
scheme which has been allocated $1m for
1993-94, and the highly successful School
Crossing  Supervisor  Scheme, which  will
continue at a cost of $1.7m.

Marine safety issues are also of vital
importance to this Government, and that is
why we are providing substantial funding for
the Juvenile Boating Safety Program, which
focuses on marine studies in high schools
throughout the State. We will also progress a
new marine safety Bill, which includes the
provision for the compulsory carriage of
emergency position indicating radio beacons
or EPIRBS. This new technology is already
saving lives and reducing significantly search
and rescue costs.

Ensuring that commuters can travel in
comfort and safety is also a high priority, and
vital to attracting passengers away from
private vehicles and onto public transport.
Accordingly, this Government will continue to
upgrade safety and comfort features at
Queensland rail stations under the Operation
Facelift Program, and provide support to the
operation of the Railway Police Squad and
QR’s successful Nightwatch security program.

This Government has been extremely
active in removing unnecessary regulations
that have hampered, rather than helped,
industry in the past. In this Budget, further
progress has been achieved through the
abolition of the licence to hire for carrying
vehicles. This $2m charge on industry had
long outlived its usefulness and its abolition
has been welcomed by transport operators. In
Queensland, the road transport industry
carries over 70 per cent of all freight and it is
therefore vital that it operates without the
burdens of over-regulation.

One of the most important objectives for
the road freight industry is to see the removal
of costly and often inconsistent regulations
across different State and Territory
jurisdictions. The Queensland Government is
a vigorous supporter of national uniformity
initiatives and is leading the debate in a
number of important areas. Indeed, we have
already indicated our support for a nationally
uniform and fair system of road user charges
for heavy vehicles from 1 July 1995, and are
currently working with other States to devise
an appropriate system of driving hours which
are acceptable throughout the nation.

Nevertheless, we have also advocated on

behalf of the special needs of particular
groups, such as livestock transporters and,
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accordingly, we have forwarded our
submissions in support of volumetric loading
to the National Road Transport Commission.

While streamlining laws and reducing red
tape, we have not retreated from our
commitment to promoting safety in the heavy
vehicle industry. Our program of random
roadside enforcement is targeting overloaded
and unsafe vehicles, and it will be enhanced
by the purchase of a further two mobile
vehicle inspection units for light and heavy
vehicles at a cost of $460,000.

Most Queenslanders will at some stage in

their lives enter one of Queensland
Transport's customer service centres for
licensing, registration or simply to inquire

about transport services. The Department of
Transport's one stop shop program is making
sure that when this happens, people will be
able to transact all their transport business
under the one roof. To date, Queensland
Transport has opened 50 one stop customer
service centres across Queensland.

This program will continue through 1994,
with new one stop centres planned for
Bundall, Rockhampton, Brisbane City,
Fortitude Valley, Nambour and Redcliffe.
Queensland Transport services are also
provided through a network of over 900
agencies around the State, ensuring that
people in rural and remote Queensland are
not disadvantaged in accessing the services
of the Department.

1992-93 was a year of achievement
across the whole of the Transport portfolio,
and | am confident that 1993-94 will also be a
year of substantial progress. It can only be
through the commitment of the personnel
within the department and the statutory
authorities that the goals of improved service
and performance will be met.That
commitment is real, and | thank them for their
support. | commend these Estimates to the
Committee.

Mr JOHNSON (Gregory) (11.20 a.m.): In
rising to speak to these Estimates, | point out
that an examination of the 1993-94
Queensland Labor Government State Budget
shows that it can be appropriately labelled a
“pay more, get less” document. That is the
truth of that document. We are well aware that
local government elections are coming up in
early 1994. There is no doubt in the world that
the Budget was framed to make Jim Soorley
look good in Brishane. The Budget will make
the Labor seats in the south-east corner look
good. It is a typical Labor big-city Budget.
There is no doubt about that.
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As the financial year progresses and the
real picture emerges, it is obvious that the
large, cumbersome, bureaucratic and
financially hungry Labor machine that the
Labor Government has created since coming
to office will need more funding from the
already financially stressed Queensland
taxpayers. | hate to say that, but it is the truth.
It is obvious that, under the Queensland
Labor Government, progress in this great
State is impossible. | was extremely surprised
to note that some sections of the Queensland
media were somewhat complimentary towards
this year's effort by the Honourable the

Treasurer, but then | realised that such
comments were made in the light of the
Keating/Dawkins Budget—and we all know

what a disaster that is.

The Treasurer came back from Canberra
to tell us that there was a $315m shortfall.
That was the reason why all of the economic
rationalists within the State were making
decisions at the eleventh hour that cuts would
be made to essential services. People not
only in rural, remote and regional Queensland
but also in the south-east corner screamed
about those undesirable cuts that the
Government proposed without consultation.
That is the prime objective of this Labor
Government. It is a Government of stealth.
There is no doubt about that. It does not
consult with anyone. The order goes on.

During the current year, in excess of $3.5
billion is estimated to be spent by the
Government on transport programs. That
places a very heavy responsibility on the
Minister and all of the officers under his control
to ensure that that very significant sum of
money is spent not only in a financially
accountable manner but also for the
maximum benefit of all Queenslanders.

Firstly, 1 will refer to railways. The current
Minister for Transport will, no doubt, go down
in history as the Minister who presided over
the decline of what once was a great railway
system and an employer of large numbers of
the State’s men and women. Members should
bear in mind that he is the same Minister who,
in April 1989 when he was in opposition,
during the debate on the Railway Amendment
Bill promised the people of Queensland that,
as the Minister for Transport in a Labor
Government, he would make Queensland
Railways a better place for all those who work
within its employ. To say that he would make it
a better place for all those who work within its
employ is sheer hypocrisy.

He also went on to say that, unlike the
National Party Government of the day,
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Queensland Railways would not be a profit-
making organisation. Today, only three and a
half years down the track, we see one drama
after another. Employees of Queensland Rail
and their families are confronted with a future
of total uncertainty. | say to Government
members, who profess to represent the
working class families of this great State, that
they have sold out the employees of
Queensland Railways and their families. The
Minister, who represents an electorate right in
the heart of a railway town, should be totally
ashamed of his actions and his endeavours.

The Minister should undertake more
consultation. He should speak to those people
more often. | would like to take the Minister
with me on some of my trips, when | talk to
people who work in the railways. They say,
“What is our future?” | say, “I cannot help you
with your future, but | can tell you what your
future would be if we were in Government. We
would guarantee your future.” That is what the
Government has not done. In 1989, the
Minister said in this Chamber that Queensland
Railways would not be a profit-making
organisation. Last year, he said that it made a
$5m profit. In 1993, the Minister said that it
made a $13.9m profit for the year just
finished. It is all very well for the people to
believe that. However, the Minister has
cooked the books, again. | will come to that
later. It is totally impossible for an essential
service such as Queensland Rail to make a
profit. The Minister knows that as well as | do.

Since December 1989, when the Labor
Government came to power, the work force of
Queensland Rail has declined by 3 499
employees. The employees’ morale in that
once-great organisation is at an all-time low.
We see the uncertainty of some 600 jobs
swinging in the breeze, with the men who are
employed in the Townsville workshops not
knowing what the future holds for them. Has
the Minister been to the Townsville workshops
to speak to those men? | have been there.
My colleague the member for Charters Towers
was with me. Those people are very, very
worried. The situation is one of total
uncertainty.

| know that the member for Thuringowa,
the member for Mundingburra and the
member for Townsville are three Labor
members. However, only the member for
Thuringowa has any intestinal fortitude in
trying to stand up for what the people of that
city want. | say to the Minister that the people
of Townsville, particularly the people in the
workshops, will not accept it.
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Townsville, being probably the most
important  railway  centre in regional
Queensland, has been treated with total
contempt by the Minister and by the Labor
Government. If the downgrading of that facility
in Townsville occurs, we will witness a loss of
some $12m to $15m from the business centre
of that city. The economy of Townsville will
suffer. As all Government members well
realise, some 52 related businesses have
direct dealings with the Queensland Railways
workshops.

Mr Davies: What about the $110m
contract for 40 locomotives that is going to
occur in Townsville—that is occurring now?

Mr JOHNSON: That is very good. | take
that interjection from the member for
Mundingburra. | support that. | have never,
ever criticised that new venture. At the same
time, | put on record here and now: what is
the future of those 600 men in those
Townsville workshops? What is the future of
the railway network in Townsville?

| can assure this Committee that a
coalition Government will continue to make
Townsville one of the most important railway
centres and maintenance networks outside
the south-east corner and, at the same time,
provide and guarantee employment for all
those personnel who are currently employed
there. That will further guarantee the
importance to the Townsville community and
economy of the wealth that will be generated
by the presence of Queensland Rail in that
centre.

We see in the 1993-94 Budget papers
the upgrading of the rail link to the port of
Townsville at a cost of $1m. It is absolutely
paramount that the future of Townsville as a
port and its strategic location be retained and
maintained as the gateway to the north, the
south and the west by rail and to our northern
trading partners by shipping. As the Minister
said, exports at the port of Townsville have
grown by between 13 per cent and 14 per
cent. It is absolutely paramount that we
maintain that facility. In the Budget papers this
year, we see only $2.4m for the freight works
at the repair depot at Stuart. | would have
thought that, in the $560m program for
Queensland Rail from Brisbane to the north, a
substantially larger amount of money would
have been directed towards the relocation and
rebuilding of the Townsville network. However,
we seem to have to wait for another day.

Only $1m is provided for the
redevelopment program for the workshops at
Rockhampton. | would have thought that they
were two very important centres for the
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maintenance and repair of Queensland Rail
rolling stock. They have been paid lip-service
of $3.4m in total. In the Queensland Rail
annual report for this year, the executive
director stated that the 81.4 million tonnes of
coal freighted at a revenue of $1 billion will
grow to 85 million tonnes in the current
financial year—but listen to this—while
maintaining the same level of expenditure as
1992-93 in real terms. | would like the Minister
to explain that in his reply. Does that mean
further reductions in the number of employees
of Queensland Rail? As | said, since the
Government came to power, 3 500
employees have been shed. It seems to me
that the agenda of stealth is ongoing and will
be served by further reductions.

The Minister can boast of the
improvements that have been made to the
declining system over which he presides.
However, many of those changes are
cosmetic and have little, if any, long term
economic benefits. The Minister appears to be
a captive of either his own views or those of
his advisers, and he has totally lost the plot.
The development role once played by
Queensland Rail appears to have come to an
abrupt end, and it will take a change of
Government to reinstate Queensland Rail to
its proper role as an essential service to the
people of Queensland as a whole and a
carrier of large volumes of commodities that
the hard labour of the people of this State
have produced.

Before | go off rail, there are couple of
other issues that | want to address.

Mr Hamill: | think you've been off the
rails for half of your speech.

Mr JOHNSON: It is very important that we
talk about certain matters. There is to be a
change to the uniforms of Queensland Rail at
a cost of $4.7m. In a time of recession, in a
time of unemployment and in a time of
cutbacks to Queensland Rail, the Government
sees merit in changing a uniform that
everybody recognises—the traditional navy
and light blue—to the new outrageous pink
and red—or whatever it is—at a cost of $4.7m.

Mr Hamill: Is that where you got yours
from?

Mr JOHNSON: The Minister obviously
condones that.

| want to refer to the proposed cutbacks
in railway services to rural and remote
Queensland. | know that the matter is
presently under review, but | will place it on
record. | await the decision of the committee
in that regard. | will not say much more about
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the matter, but | hope that commonsense will
prevail, bearing in mind the important strategic
links that those rail lines represent, the fact
that they are important employers for the
whole of Queensland and that they benefit
Queensland in general. | trust that the
committee’s findings will be beneficial to the
whole of the State and not just to one portion.

The Minister says that we in the bush are
subsidised. We may be subsidised, but has
the Minister ever thought to tell the people of
Brisbane that the urban network is subsidised
to tune of $300,000 a day? Does the Minister
tell the people that all the time?

Mr Hamill: | do.

Mr JOHNSON: | hope that the Minister
does, because the people in the bush know it.
However, the Minister does not say that to the
people in the bush.

Mr Livingstone: Do you tell them how
well subsidised it is out there? | bet you don't.

Mr JOHNSON: | tell the people that those
lines are subsidised. They know that rail is
subsidised, but they also know that it is an
essential service. They know that the value-
added benefits of the goods that are
produced in that region create employment
right along the eastern seaboard and in the
south-east corner of this State. However,
Government members do not acknowledge
that point. That is hardly surprising, because
there is no doubt that socialists are anti-
production.

| turn to road funding. Mr De Lacy
informed us in his Budget Speech that this
year's spending will total $727m, which | note
is less than last year's allocation of $767m.
This year's report states that there has been a
surplus of $6m. | want to know what
happened to that $6m. Will that be spent on
roads, or has it been gobbled up by the
bureaucracy somewhere?

Many residents of this State who live in or
travel to less-developed areas comment
frequently that it is difficult to see where any

significant roadworks have taken place in
those areas.

Mr  Hamill:  What about Jessamine
Creek?

Mr JOHNSON: Jessamine Creek is a two-
year ongoing saga. In any event, that is
Commonwealth money. Last week in Winton,
the Minister stated that $11m will be spent in
the Winton Shire this year. That is very good,
but that is not $11m of State money. The bulk
of that $11m is Federal funding. The Minister
knows that as well as | do. He is making the
Budget look good by saying that the
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Government is putting the dollars in, but those
dollars are Federal dollars. The Minister does
not have a vision; he does not understand
what the road networks of this State are all
about.

Killer bridges and dangerous bends still
exist in their thousands. | suggest to the
Minister that he needs to adopt a more
compassionate and sensible attitude to cater
for locations that present major potential
hazards.

Mr FitzGerald interjected.

Mr JOHNSON: | take the interjection from
the member for Lockyer. He mentioned the
black spot funding. The Federal Government
has seen fit to totally wipe that project. That is
very good! However, | pay tribute where it is
due. An amount of $10m is left over from last
year, and that money will fund the black spot
program for a short time. However, as the
member for Lockyer just said, that program
has been totally wiped. The Minister referred
earlier to the reduction in road fatalities in this
State. | commend the Government and the
authorities that have helped to reduce the
road toll. | think that every member of this
Chamber supports that initiative. However, the
problem of those black spots in the road
network of this State must be addressed.

The capital works document which
comprises part of the Budget papers refers to
the fact that the Department of Transport has
conducted a major reform program of road
construction. | note that the department has a
target of achieving 20 per cent efficiency
gains, all of which will be used to undertake
additional necessary roadworks. | will be
following up that matter. | will be examining
the areas in which that money will be spent. |
look forward eagerly to that goal being
achieved, and | am sure that the Minister will
provide me with the details of additional
roadworks to be carried out during the current
year as a result of that program.

| turn to the question of the south-east
corridor. In this year's budget, the Rhodes
scholar  Minister finally announced that
construction will commence on a toll road from
the Logan River to the Gold Coast. A sum of
$21.8m will be provided to facilitate the
construction of that project on the eastern
corridor south of the Logan River. This is the
toll road that the Minister could not make up
his mind about prior to the last election, but
then we read about in the Budget papers.
That toll road must feed into the Pacific
Highway somewhere north of Beenleigh.

| know that the Minister is working on
upgrading the Pacific Highway between
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Beenleigh and Brisbane with the intention of
making it six lanes by the time it reaches the
Redland Bay area. | ask the Minister: how is
he going to upgrade the Pacific Highway to
cope with another multi-lane highway feeding
into it? There will be a minimum of two lanes
coming from the Gold Coast on the Pacific
Highway and another two lanes feeding into it
from the toll road. It does not take a Rhodes
scholar to work out that four lanes into three is
not going to work. Why does the Minister
not come clean with the people of Brisbane
and Redlands and admit that he has every
intention of extending the toll road north of the
Logan River, cutting right through two koala
habitats, and extending it all the way through
to Brisbane?

It is all very well prior to the State election
to delay unpalatable decisions so that the
Government can retain the seats of Redlands
and Cleveland, but what about the residents
of those areas? They wanted some honesty
and openness from the Minister, not just a
back-door approach to road planning in the
outer areas of Brisbane. | ask the Minister to
explain how the eastern corridor will link up
with the Pacific Highway without causing
massive congestion, or does the Minister have
every intention of carrying the eastern corridor
through to Brisbane?

| turn to road safety. The Minister
mentioned earlier the reduction in road
fatalities, for which | commended him. While
on the subject of road safety, | will also
comment on the road safety education
programs conducted by the Minister's
department—or, more correctly, the lack of
such programs. | recall that the previous
Government sponsored a very positive public
education program to inform all road users of
their best survival tactics when using today’'s
roads. Media road safety programs appear to
be a thing of the past. One never hears
publicity for the excellent defensive driving
courses, which appear to have been largely
discontinued.

Mr Hamill: You obviously don’t listen to
any of the schools in your electorate.

Mr JOHNSON: | wrote to the Minister
some time ago asking him to advertise on TV
or explain in the newspapers the correct
procedures  for  entering and exiting
roundabouts. | never received feedback on
that. My colleague the member for Tablelands
wrote to me in relation to that matter. We
wanted to make that a State program, but
that was not to be. | hope that the Minister is
not becoming complacent because of the
recent decline in road fatalites. Many
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thousands of people are still being killed or
injured on Queensland roads.

Time expired.

Mr BEATTIE (Brisbane Central)
(11.40 a.m.): | would like to depart from my
prepared notes for this contribution on the
Estimates to take the opportunity to respond
to a number of matters that were raised by the
honourable member for Gregory.

Mrs Edmond: Untruths.

Mr BEATTIE: Certainly untruths. The
honourable member for Gregory gives the
impression that he has been around for only
about five minutes. From April 1978 to
October 1981, | was the State Secretary of
the Queensland Railway Station Officers
Union and a union advocate in the Industrial
Commission.

Mr Pearce: A good organisation.

Mr BEATTIE: Indeed it was. | place on
the public record that it was run incredibly well
by wonderful people. During that time, |
observed the performance of the National
Party Government. When the honourable
member for Gregory comes into this place and
talks about what has happened to the railways
under this Labor Government and tries to
sanitise what the railways were like under the
National Party Government, he is doing a
disservice to the people of Queensland. It is
dishonest and | am not prepared to allow it to
happen.

When | was the State Secretary of that
union, | spent some time looking at members’
accommodation throughout the State. When |
spoke to employees of Queensland Rail and
members of my union in country Queensland
and areas not so far from Brisbane, | found
that they were living in squalor. They were
living in bondwood huts and in the most
appalling conditions that any railway employee
anywhere in the world would be expected to
live in. 1 do not know where the honourable
member for Gregory was in those days, but he
was not taking any interest in the
accommodation of railway workers. When |
travelled in country Queensland, | was sick to
death when | saw the accommodation in
which they lived.

It is a joke to see Vince Lester come into
this Chamber——

Mrs Woodgate: Not very often.

Mr BEATTIE: | take that interjection. On
the rare occasions on which | see Vince Lester
in this Chamber, he makes comments about

the railways. On one recent occasion, he
endeavoured to try to embarrass the Minister
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about the pineapple line to Yeppoon, and he
turned up with a couple of pineapples. In
1979, | went to see accommodation provided
for rail workers in Emerald, which was in the
electorate that Mr Lester represented. It was
some of the worst accommodation that | had
ever seen. Do honourable members opposite
know why something was done about the
accommodation provided by Queensland
Rail? It was because the then Government
was embarrassed into it.

Mr Johnson interjected.

Mr BEATTIE: The honourable member
may have been around for five minutes, but I
can tell him that the National Party
Government expected railway employees to
live in slums. The honourable member should
not try to tell me what that accommodation
was like. I know what it was like, because |
saw what it was like. Members of the former
Government treated those employees with
contempt. It was an absolute disgrace.

Mrs Woodgate: What about Coppabella?

Mr BEATTIE: | will come to Coppabella.
The honourable member for Gregory reckons
that he represents these places. In 1979, |
visited Bogantungan. There was a fifth-class
station master there whose wife was eight
months pregnant. They were living in
accommodation which had no hot water and
no electricity. As well, they lived in an area
which was surrounded by high grass. The
woman was terrified of being bitten by snakes,
of which there were an abundance. That is the
track record of the National Party. The
honourable member should not come into this
place and try to suggest that this Government
has done something that is untoward and that
his former colleagues had some holier-than-
thou track record. What a lot of absolute
nonsense!

Mr Pearce: What about the voluntary
employment agreements for the railway
workers? They didn’t get them, did they?

Mr BEATTIE: Exactly. The honourable
member for Gregory spoke about what has
occurred in terms of technology. When | was a
union official, a new train control system—
CTC—and a new accounting system—EDP—
were introduced. But were the station masters
and railway staff trained in the use of those
new systems? No! They were just rammed in.
Some of those poor members had to retire
from the railways. They had heart conditions
and all sorts of problems.

Mr Ardill interjected.

Mr BEATTIE: | take that interjection,
because Mr Ardill shares my passion for rail.
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He knows that what | am saying is true. Those
poor beggars were put under an enormous
amount of pressure. They did not have the
sorts of schemes that were implemented by
this Government to make sure that, when new
technology is introduced, there is a degree of
consultation and education. For the benefit of
the honourable member for Gregory, | point
out that | saw what happened to those
people. He should not suggest that under this
Government there has been a lack of
consultation. The fact is that there has been
more consultation than ever before.

| was not happy to see some suggestions
in recent times about the closure of railway
lines, either. Honourable members would
understand that, with my background and my
friends, | did not support that. However, |
understand the logic. 1 was delighted when
the Premier announced that the Deputy
Premier and the Transport Minister would
review those decisions. | fully supported that
review. | fully support the work that the Deputy
Premier, Tom Burns, and the Transport
Minister have done in relation to those railway
lines. I am not being hypocritical about it. My
position is very clear. However, | do not want it
to be suggested that compassion was shown
in the days of the former Government. | know
that at that time the honourable member for
Gregory was not a member of this Parliament,
but 1 can tell him that no compassion was
shown by that Government. It treated railway
workers like dirt.

Mr Johnson: | can’t agree with that.

Mr BEATTIE: The honourable member
might say that he cannot agree, but | was
there; | saw what happened.

Mr Hamill: They were treated like the
floors in some of the houses.

Mr BEATTIE: That is exactly right. | went
into those houses. They were infested with
cockroaches. How could the honourable
member support the provision of houses in
the 1980s that did not have electricity and hot
water? Is it any wonder that there were break-
ups in railway families? The poor station
master at Bogantungan had to bring a baby
home to a dump—to squalor. Yet the
honourable member comes into this Chamber
and tries to say that the National Party did
something for the railway workers. | saw the
accommodation that was supplied for them by
that Government. It was absolutely pathetic.

The honourable member spoke about
the Government closing railway lines.
Honourable members should look at the track
record of the National Party between 1955
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and 1987. Almost 60 lines were closed. | will
table a document relating to that in a minute.

Mr Ardill: And ripped up.

Mr BEATTIE: They were ripped up. | grew
up in North Queensland. The list that | have
reveals—and | remember this when | was a
kid—that in July 1964 the Kairi-Millaa Millaa
line was closed down. In more recent times, in
May 1987 the Tolga-Kairi line was closed
down. Those are productive areas. They
produce peanuts, maize and a lot of other
primary produce, yet the former Government
closed down the lines. What is more, there
was no corporate plan and no strategy. The
Government has in place a corporate plan
and a strategy to deal with railway needs. In a
moment, | will talk about SEQ 2001, which is
an important part of that strategy.

On 1 July 1961, the Nerang-Tweed
Heads line—20 miles of it—was closed. On 1
July 1964, the Beenleigh-Southport line, which
was 25.1 miles long, was closed. That is a
prime example of the short-term, negative,
stupid decision making of the former
Government. We have to rebuild those lines
at an enormous cost. Because the
honourable member for Archerfield will deal
with the line closures at greater length, | will
not go through all of them.

| will table for the information of members
a list of those 60-odd lines that were closed,
which was a disgrace.

| will move on to other issues in relation to
rail. Unfortunately, the necessity to reply to the
honourable member's speech diverted me
from what | had intended to say. Before | do
leave what he was saying, | draw attention to
the fact that the honourable member tried to
say that we were a big-city Government. What
a lot of nonsense! All he had to do was listen
to what the Minister said and look at the
Budget. | will give illustrations as to why we are
not a big-city Government. The honourable
member should consult the Budget papers
and ascertain how much money we have
given outside Brisbane in road funding and in
rail funding.

The honourable member ignores the
benefits that rail has given to country
Queensland. On 2 October, Vince O’Rourke
announced that there would be no increase in
rail freight rates for the 1993 winter harvest
and the 1994 summer harvest. He has done
something to help people in the primary
industry area. He said that QR’s position in this
year's discussions was that, in recognition of
the plight of graingrowers battling because of
adverse seasonal conditions and hence poor
harvest, and in recognition of the efforts of its
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grain industry partners, principally Grainco, in
improving the efficiency and productivity of rail
operations, there would be no increases. The
honourable member cannot say that there is
no commitment from this Government for QR
to help primary producers.

Mr T. B. Sullivan: And was he supported
by a compassionate Minister in that decision?

Mr BEATTIE: Indeed he was. | will table
an article from the Toowoomba Chronicle
which confirms exactly what | said about those
cuts.

Let me deal now with rail generally. The
Minister needs to be congratulated. After we
were elected, there was an amalgam of a
number of areas in transport into what some
people refer to as a super portfolio, and it
does have a number of tentacles. In the
limited time that we have in these Estimates
debates, it is impossible to deal with all the
major ones. That is why | intend to deal with
rail, and marine and ports.

As the Minister indicated when he tabled
the QR annual report yesterday, Queensland
Rail has delivered its second consecutive
surplus, turning around a cash accounting
deficit which was our legacy from the National
Party Government. In 1989, we inherited a
$133m deficit. In the last two years there has
been profit. The profit for last year was
$13.9m. If it were not for the change in the
accounting system, it would indeed be much
higher than that. Under this Government, we
have a profit. There has been a major
turnaround in what has happened in
Queensland Rail.

In terms of transport generally—I refer to
SEQ 2001. As a member who has spoken
about this issue on a number of occasions, |
am committed to the concept of planning. We
need to have better planning of
infrastructures. With the amazing population
growth that is occurring in the south-east
corner of Queensland, particularly through
interstate migration, there needs to be better
planning. Major challenges are confronting
housing, sewerage, water and transport. As is
pointed out on page 54 of the annual report
of the Queensland Department of Transport,
the challenges that must be met in the
metropolitan region include the transport
needs of a rapidly growing population that is
expected to exceed two million by the year
2011. If we can get those transport
infrastructure planning strategies right, that will
save us a great deal of money.

Within that planning, we need to be
courageous. We must ensure that we look
futuristically towards our transport needs. That
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is why | am a firm advocate of two things.
Firstly, we must consider a major ring-road
around the whole of Brisbane. We need to
look seriously at a road on the other side of
Mount Coot-tha. We have to do that, and we
must do it quickly. When one considers what
is in place in cities such as London, Paris,
Munich—any of the major cities in the
world—one finds that they all have ring-roads.
London has the M25. | forget the name of the
road in Paris, but it is a major ring-road. If we
do not do this, | know that my constituents on
the north side of the river——

Mrs Edmond: And mine.

Mr BEATTIE: Indeed—and the
honourable member's constituents will be
forced to oppose suggestions from some
quarters for roads through the city. That is
stupid, senseless planning. We have to divert
people around the city. People who want to
travel by road from the Gold Coast to the
north coast, or vice versa, should be able to
do so by way of a ring-road.

Mr FitzGerald: They do that via the
Gateway Bridge now.

Mr BEATTIE: Yes, but we need to form a
complete circle. That is why we need a road
on the other side of Mount Coot-tha.

Mr FitzGerald: It would benefit the
people going to the north coast—my
constituents.

Mr BEATTIE: Indeed. We need to grasp
that idea and implement it. | hope that one of
the major legacies from successive Labor
Governments will be a coordinated transport
system that takes into account planning such
as that.

Previously in this Chamber, | have raised
the tunnel project. If | remember correctly,
another $24m has been allocated in this
Budget for the quadruplication of tunnels in
Brisbane. When that is completed, | shall look
forward to an inner-city rail loop that will serve
the QUT Kelvin Grove campus, the Royal
Brisbane Hospital and various schools on
Gregory Terrace. | have written to the Minister
about this. | know that he understands my
argument. That sort of futuristic planning is
important. |1 hope that, in conjunction with the
tilt-train technology and other high-technology
services that will be introduced, this will make
rail an even more attractive proposition than it
is now, not only in commercial terms—which is
what the tilt train is chiefly about—but also in
terms of the Spirit of the Outback, to which the
Minister referred. 1 hope to be one of the
members of this House who will travel on the
inaugural journey of the Spirit of the Outback.
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| believe that that is the sort of thing that will
encourage tourists to the western parts of this
State. | say to the honourable member for
Gregory that this Government has a
commitment to ensure that our rail network is
improved on a Statewide basis, not simply on
a small, regional basis.

Together with the honourable member for
Mount Coot-tha, | recently visited Cape York
with a number of officials from the Department
of Transport. | saw at first hand the new
professionalism that the Department of
Transport is demonstrating. Since then, this
matter has been discussed at committee
meetings with the Minister. | put on record my
admiration and respect for those Transport
Department officials who, | believe, are blazing
a new attitude and a new professionalism
towards transport in this State.

In the last few seconds available to me |
shall deal briefly with marine and ports. | am
delighted at the effort that has been put into
improving ports in this State. Under this
Government, the overall ports system
increased trade by approximately 5 per cent.
We must continue that commitment. We are
placing a lot more emphasis on trade with
Indonesia, Vietnam, China and other
countries in our region. A key part of that is
ports. | am delighted that that subject has
been given a high priority by this Minister and
this Government.

Time expired.

Mr GILMORE (Tablelands) (11.55 a.m.): |
am delighted to have followed the member for
Brisbane Central in this debate because, in his
brief recitation on the history of rail closures in
Queensland, he made a couple of points that
| was going to make. He was absolutely
correct in what he said, particularly about the
stupid, short-term planning perspective of the
Department of Transport in the past. | am sure
that the member for Archerfield, in his own
inimitable way, will continue in the vein later.
He, also, will be correct. Quite clearly, there is
no benefit to a community, a State or a nation
to tear up assets and remove them when, at a
later time, we will regret having done so. Clear
evidence of that is the removal of the rail line
to the south coast.

The member for Brisbane Central
mentioned a couple of rail lines in my
electorate that were closed during the time of
his youth in Atherton. We all regret those
closures. | trust that the Minister and
departmental officers present in the lobby
learnt something from the history lesson given
by the member for Brisbane Central. Whereas
we might rush out and pretend that, in the
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short term, it appears to be a great idea to
close railway lines, in the long term history has
demonstrated that we almost always regret
closures.

| express some deep concerns about a
number of matters—all of them the
responsibility of the Minister and all of them
relating to my electorate, which is a large,
highly productive, developing agricultural area.
It has very little opportunity for further
processing and manufacturing so we must live
with the things that have been given to us and
take best advantage of them. My electorate
has a reasonable infrastructure of roads and,
until recently, rail. It is still there, but its future
is pretty wobbly. However, a lack of a decent
and progressive rail and road network in my
electorate is crippling and destroying the
future potential of that area. | shall give
members a number of reasons why | make
that statement and | shall go into some detail.

In respect of the developing sugar
industry in far-north Queensland—recently, |
was pleased to praise the Minister for Primary
Industries for his view that the sugar industry
should expand. It has provided great
opportunities for farmers in the Atherton
Tableland region to grow sugar as a means of
expanding the agricultural and financial base
of the tableland region. | regret to say that the
Department of Transport has its feet well and
truly bogged in the mud. It is unable to
change its priorities as emerging opportunities
arise for regional areas in Queensland. That
has been clearly demonstrated in the last
several months; first of all by the suggestion
that we should close our rail lines and,
secondly, by successive issues that have
come to light since then.

The Mossman central mill has been
taking cane from the upper tablelands region
for some time. The road infrastructure is being
used to transport cane from my electorate,
down the Rex Range to an interchange area
at Cassowary. Irrespective of the fact that the
Mossman central mill has spent a
considerable amount of money on that road
and that it is shifting only 100 000 tonnes of
cane, that road is coming apart at the seams.
Nothing is being done by the Department of
Transport to ensure the continuation of a
decent road link between Mareeba and
Mossman.

The Mulgrave mill recently moved to
develop an industry of about 300 000 tonnes
of sugar in the tablelands region.
Representatives from that mill wrote to me
and said, in effect, “We regret that we have
had to pull out of that opportunity for the
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people of the tablelands to develop that part
of the sugar industry. One of the most
disappointing aspects of our work on the
proposal was the fact that we were not able to
achieve a competitive freight rate from
Queensland Rail.” That was the linchpin—the
basis of their withdrawal of support from the
sugar industry on the tablelands. Now we
have the Mossman central mill at one end of
the tablelands and the South Johnstone mill

coming into the red soil area north of
Atherton.
Mr Hamill: How big a subsidy should

Queensland Rail provide?

Mr GILMORE: | will come to that in a
minute. The South Johnstone mill wants to
move on to the red soil areas south of
Mareeba, north of Atherton and, of course,
out to the Innot Hot Springs area. Over the
next three or four years, the South Johnstone
mill is looking to process 300 000 tonnes of
cane from this area. The entire tonnage will
have to be transported by road simply
because Queensland Rail is not interested in
taking that sort of a tonnage to the South
Johnstone mill. Let me tell the Minister that at
30 tonnes a load——

Mr Hamill: It is too expensive to use rail.

Mr GILMORE: The Minister simply cannot
come to grips with the necessity for
Queensland Rail to take the pressure off his
collapsing road infrastructure. He should sit
and listen for a minute. | listened to him. The
Minister is talking about putting in an extra
20 000 single heavy vehicle road movements
in a six-month period on the road from Innot
Hot Springs and the red soil country north of
Atherton, through Malanda, Millaa Millaa and
down to the coast. Currently, that road is so
overloaded that it is coming apart at the
seams. We have a major problem of road
disintegration between Malanda and Millaa
Millaa. | have mentioned that previously in this
Chamber.

Recently, | received a letter from the
Minister saying how wonderful it is that he has
spent $1m a year for some years on the
Palmerston Highway, and he quoted the
Ithaca Creek bridge as an example. Several
million dollars was spent on that section, but
the rest of the roadway is coming apart. If over
the next three years his department is unable
to change its priorities to meet these emerging
needs, then that road is going to be a bog
hole. It is in the superwet area and is currently
falling to pieces even without those proposed
extra 20 000 road movements.

The expanding sugar industry in that
region has a major problem in that we do not
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have a B-double route from the Innot Hot
Springs region across the Gentle Annie
Range, down to Millaa Millaa, and along the
Palmerston Highway. Therefore, we are going
to have vehicles double banking across the
Gentle Annie Range. That will increase the
number of road movements, and it will also
have extraordinary effects on the dairy
industry, to which | will refer in a moment. It is
my view that the only viable option for the
expanding sugar industry in the tablelands
region is the rail movement of that cane. We
can move easily 1 000 tonne loads with 60-
tonne locomotives because the heavy haul
from Atherton towards the coast is all downhill.
It would be easy to schedule 300 trains a year
instead of 20 000 road vehicle movements.

However, it appears that Queensland
Rail, under the Minister's tutelage, is not
prepared to provide a reasonable subsidy to
the expanding sugar industry and to the
people of far-north Queensland. My colleague
mentioned that he is subsidising the people of
Brisbane at the rate of $300,000 a day. That
is not bad. However, the Minister is not
prepared to do anything for the people of far-
north Queensland. He would rather sit there
and mouth off about how wonderful he is.
However, he is moving to close that line, but
will not even put any money into roads. | can
tell him that he does not have what it takes to
be a Minister.

Before | run out of time, | will tell the
Minister about the effect this increased traffic
will have on the dairy industry. There is a need
for cattle creeps on main roads in the Atherton
Tableland region, particularly in the dairying
area. Large numbers of cattle cross those
roads a couple of times a day. | have been
carping at the Minister for probably 18 months
now about this problem. The end result has
been a meeting that was held yesterday in my
electorate with officers of the Department of
Transport. The only outcome of that meeting
was that it was decided to establish a code of
practice for cattle crossing that road. The
Minister is presiding over a potential disaster.

The roads about which | speak are the
ones upon which he is going to put an extra
20 000 road movements a year. Not two
months ago, on that road, a semitrailer killed
24 head of cows in one hit. The Minister has
refused to provide access to money to fund
half the cost of cattle creeps in those areas
where they are most needed. Yesterday, the
Minister's department said, “We will provide
you with designs.” That is a great effort on the
part of the Minister! It demonstrates his
absolute contempt for the people of far-north
Queensland. The roads about which | speak
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are heavily trafficked. It is high country, subject
to heavy rain squalls for extended periods
and, during winter, dense fogs. It is almost
impossible to see cattle crossing those roads.
Regardless of codes of practice, | inform the
Minister that it has only been through the
grace of God that more cattle have not been
killed, or, heaven forbid, a farmer, his wife or
child. That will happen. If one of my
constituents is killed, |1 will hold the Minister
personally responsible.

Mr HAMILL: | rise to a point of order. |
find those remarks personally offensive and |
ask that they be withdrawn.

Mr GILMORE: | withdraw.

| would like to refer to the necessity for
road train routes for the cattle industry,
particularly from the Forty Mile Scrub through
to Mareeba. There is an enormous gap in the
road train route in that area. The road
between Forty Mile Scrub and Mount Garnet
is a disgrace, and it is a road train route. It is
very dangerous for the travelling public. On
numerous occasions, | have contacted the
Minister’'s office about this matter. | have
written to him and to his department about the
necessity to fix up that road, particularly the
section from Mount Garnet to Ravenshoe.

New industries simply cannot evolve and
develop properly because the single-lane
bitumen road is coming apart, which is
hindering the development of transport
infrastructure. The Roads Division simply will
not spend the money to provide reasonable
road access. People are taking semitrailers
back to Mount Garnet simply to pick up a
dolly. They have to run with no trailer, just a
dolly on the back, because the Minister's
department determined that as soon as they
put a dolly on the back of their semitrailers,
with articulated vehicles, they become road
trains. From anybody’s point of view except
the Minister’'s, they are not road trains. Right
now, people are being prosecuted every week
because it simply costs them $250 to run
empty in a truck with a dolly on the back. That
is an unreasonable impost on the developing
industries of far-north Queensland.

In the time left to me, | would like to refer
to the Forsayth and Chillagoe rail lines which,
of course, are under a heavy cloud they are
part of the proposed rail closures over which
the Minister is presiding. It is well-documented
that the only reason that the Chillagoe rail line
closed was that Queensland Rail refused to
accept loading from Red Dome.

Mr Hamill: That is not true.
Mr GILMORE: It is true.
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Mr Hamill: It is certainly not.

Mr GILMORE: In the year prior to its
closure, that line carried 28 000 tonnes of
minerals—these are his figures, not mine.

Mr Hamill: Il give you the
correspondence, if you like, just to prove that
you don’t know what you're talking about.

Mr GILMORE: | have discussions from
time to time with the people at Red Dome.
They say that they saved $300,000 after the
Minister forced them on to road. Indeed, that
is evidence——

Mr Hamill: They asked to go.

Mr GILMORE: Indeed, Red Dome asked
to go by road. Of course they asked to go by
road—the Minister would not accept their
loading, simply because he would not put two
bins of heavy mineral on those lines until it
reached Cairns. Queensland Rail said, “We will
not accept that loading.” The Minister did not
even have the brains to put in a decent-size
forklift to load the mineral on to those wagons
when the train reached Cairns. So we have a
major problem there.

Since 1991, the Minister has not
accepted cattle loading on the Forsayth line. |
have a document that proves that the Minister
refused to accept that loading. He closed the
loops on that line in 1991. The Minister should
not tell me | do not know what | am talking
about; | do.

As to tourism—I have a document that
states that the Government is going to
improve the tourist facilities on that Forsayth
line, and that it has limited the number of
passengers to 56. It is dated 8 September
1993. It states that the capacity of this
particular train will be limited to 56 passengers,
and that that figure cannot be amended
without the direct authority of the General
Manager of the Traveltrain Division, John
Angel. That was an internal Queensland Rail
document. The Minister is limiting the
capacity.

Mr HAMILL: You are out of date.

Mr GILMORE: The document is dated 8
September 1993 and | am out of date?

Time expired.

Mrs EDMOND (Mount Coot-tha)
(12.10 p.m.): It is indeed with pleasure that |
join this Transport Department Estimate
debate for the fourth year in a row. | have to
say at the outset that there are so many
exciting developments in the Department of
Transport and | find it very difficult to limit
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myself to a couple areas of particular interest.
One of the areas of the Department of
Transport in which | have a particular interest
is that of road safety. | would like to spend
most of my time discussing that.

At the outset, it is worth pointing out that
this Government has taken road safety from
the fringe of transport issues with a budget of
around $7m in 1988-89—I draw that, in
particular, to the attention of the member for
Gregory, who seemed to think that it did have
some status under the former National Party
Government—to a full divisional status within
the expanded Department of Transport. This
is a significant and important area where
some $100m has been spent since 1989.

| know as well as anybody that spending
money willy-nilly in an area does not
necessarily solve problems, but it does
illustrate the recognition of the seriousness of
the problems and the cost of road trauma,
whether they are social, economic or public
health problems. It is worth noting that if the
road fatality rate of the 1970s had continued
without efforts to reduce the trauma and to
improve road safety, we could expect to see
1 500 people dying on the roads in
Queensland this year, whereas on current
trends it will be below 400, even though the
road usage over that period has increased
substantially.

This is a significant achievement and
highlights the importance of continuing to
target road safety and why it is so worth while.
However, even with this reduction, motor
vehicle crashes are estimated to cost
Queensland around $950m a year and ranks
with cancer as the largest single cause of
productive years loss. Of course, the personal
loss, the grief and the suffering cannot be
measured.

It is because of this fact that | was so
pleased in April this year to attend the official
launch of the Queensland road safety strategy
at Lang Park, which is in my electorate. This
10-year strategy is a whole-of-Government
approach that has been developed through
extensive consultation with over 500 relevant
organisations and through individual research,
and, as | have indicated, whole-of-
Government cooperation.

The road safety strategy has the
admirable aim of reducing the road toll by 30
per cent over 10 years. We have shown that
this is achievable with this coordinated and
considered  approach. The  overarching
principles of the strategy are that road safety
programs must be, firstly, cost effective;
secondly, widespread in implementation; and,
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thirdly, well managed and evaluated. These
principles have been applied to a number of
road safety programs and initiatives over the
last 12 months and have led to some
significant gains.

Let me talk about a few of those gains in
terms of the road toll. In 1992, Queensland’s
road toll was 416, the third lowest in 26 years.
That downward trend appears to be
continuing with the 1993 toll. The last figures |
saw, as at 22 September, were 8 per cent
lower than for the same period last year. It can
be shown that a substantial proportion of this
decrease is due to specific measures
introduced by this Labor Government. Let me
give you some examples. The Minister has
already spoken about the Random Road
Watch. | can tell honourable members that
that is out and acting. | see an increased
number of police vehicles on targeted roads in
my electorate, such as Coronation Drive. |
warn all members to drive carefully and safely.
It currently targets roads which account for 46
per cent of Queensland’'s fatal road accidents.
There has been an 8 per cent crash reduction
on those routes.

Random  breath testing and the
associated publicity has had a positive impact,
as | am sure some members can tell us.
Currently, around 30 per cent of the road toll
involves alcohol. There has been a reduction
of about 20 per cent in alcohol-involved
crashes in 1993.

Red light cameras are addressing
problems at intersections, with 4.3 per cent of
the road toll involved. There has been in
excess of a 40 per cent crash reduction at
signalised sites treated with red light cameras.
| welcome the extension to this program.

Child restraint legislation and publicity are
targeted at crashes representing that very
precious and vulnerable area of our
population. This involved 3.9 per cent of the
road toll. There has been a one-third casualty
reduction involving unrestrained child vehicle
occupants. It still upsets me that some
parents do not care enough to use readily
available and cheaply hireable safety
restraints. There can be no excuse for not
doing so.

Bicycle helmet wearing is aimed at
addressing 4 per cent of the road toll. There
has been a 17 per cent reduction in injuries
involving cyclists. | would also like to support
the measures for improving cycling facilities off
main roads with the safe cycling paths
supported by the local government, State
Government  and Federal Government
funding. Enforcement by the police has
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targeted the most vulnerable groups of cyclists
who are reluctant to wear helmets.That has
been, in particular, the teenage group. These
five ~measures alone have contributed
substantially to the overall reduction in the
road toll over that of last year. Coupled with
these, a wide range of other road safety
measures are being implemented this year in
a bid to further reduce the road toll.

The Schoolsafe subsidy scheme, which
provides grants to local authorities on a dollar-
for-dollar basis to improve safety facilities
around schools, has been a particular interest
of mine, and | am glad to see it is continuing
this year with another $1m. | have to say that
Toowong High School saw its set-down area
opened this year after a long delay which |
thought was regrettable. This was due to the
problems of the Education Department
owning the land and the city council's
maintenance program. It has finally opened,
and | think the delay in that procedure meant
that the final set-down area was more
attractive and better planned than it had been
in the earlier phase.

The final phase of the federally funded
black spot program is being implemented.
That program is being phased out——

Mr FitzGerald: It is a disaster phasing it
out, isn't it?

Mrs EDMOND: | had wished it would go
on. | do think it is a disappointment that it is
being phased out. I would like to see it
continuing. | have to pay credit to the work
that has been done through that program—in
particular, in the major local problem area,
Kaye Street. The work there is nearing
completion. It is about to get to the stage of
extensive landscaping.

A $120,000 contribution to the new car
assessment program will assist in encouraging
car manufacturers to rapidly improve the
safety of their cars, people movers and four-
wheel drives, making the results of crash tests
of their vehicles widely available to motorists.
There is an increasing and welcome
recognition by manufacturers that consumers
are interested in safety features and are
prepared to pay more for their family’s safety.

In 1992-93, we saw the completion of the
Roadsafe school road safety education
program for pre-school and primary school
students. | am disappointed that the member
for Gregory does not seem to be aware of the
extensive work that we are doing in educating
young people in this area. | do not know how
he missed all the publicity about that. He
obviously does not talk to the schools in his
area that are thrilled with the program.
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Three separate curriculum integrated kits
were produced and distributed to all pre-
schools and primary schools in Queensland.
The focus in the coming year will be upon
developing, in consultation with the Education
Department, strategies to optimise utilisation
of these resources and also upon identifying
the road safety education needs of secondary
school students. The school crossing
supervisor scheme, | am pleased to say, will
continue at a cost of $1.7m in 1993-94.
During the year, significant effort has gone
into enhancing post-licence driver training and
development programs. These have been
based on the Mount Cotton training centre,
which has been recognised interstate and
worldwide.

There have been welcomed moves very,
very recently for more appropriate speed
limits, such as 50 kilometres in residential
streets. This a move that | have urged for
some considerable time. From my experience
as a mother working in that area and on P &
Cs, | think it was an historical anomaly that we
ended up with a 60 kilometre speed limit. This
limit is too fast for the residential areas of
Brisbane. | welcome moves for that change
and | also welcome the support of local
governments to do that across the State.

There is one area that | believe has not
received enough attention. In case the
Minister has not heard about the effect of
fatigue on drivers, | draw it to his attention.
The effect of fatigue on drivers has long been
recognised in terms of long-distance drivers,

and moves have been made to limit the
length of driving times across Australia.
Recent research has also highlighted

concerns that | have held about the effect of
sleep deprivation. This research is just as
relevant to all members of Parliament,
especially city members, as it is to shift
workers, and | believe it does need stressing.

| know that | am reluctant to have even
an occasional alcoholic drink here in this
House when | know that | have to drive home
in the wee small hours that we often keep. My
concerns have now been verified and
quantified by Dr Drew Dawson, a researcher in
Adelaide, who has confirmed my suspicions
that sleep deprivation does impair one’s
driving skills. His team showed that staying
awake one night until 3 a.m. caused a slowing
in reflexes and reactions on a par with a blood
alcohol content of .05, that is, at the legal
limit. It does not take much imagination to
realise that the cumulative effect of several
nights’ lack of sleep or reduced sleep would
worsen those results and that adding even
one alcoholic drink would mean that our
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driving impairment would be that of someone
well and truly over the legal blood alcohol limit.

As someone who does have to drive
home after parliamentary sessions, | am
concerned at this and also at the effect of
sleep deprivation on many other people
driving in the community—taxi drivers, shift
workers and students. | know several students
who work at night on Pizza deliveries. | have
to say that | wonder how they are coping with
that, and | ask: are they aware that their
driving is impaired? It is an issue to which |
believe we do need to give some serious
thought, and perhaps we should start by
giving some serious thought to the sitting
hours that we spend in Parliament.

My other area of interest in this debate is
that of urban public transport. In an inner-
urban electorate such as Mount Coot-tha,
traffic incursion is always a concern. Whilst |
have one persistent critic who constantly carps
to the media about my rejection of a major
freeway through these residential suburbs—
and he must be a Liberal supporter, because
he always displays a Liberal Party sign during
elections; it is not hard to tell and | know that
there are one or two around—I know that the
majority of my electors support this stance.

| remain convinced that the only
acceptable way to reduce commuter traffic is
by the improvement of public transport
facilities and determined efforts to get
commuters out of their single-occupancy cars.
| also wholeheartedly agree with the member
for Brisbane Central on the need for a bypass
road to the west of Mount Coot-tha, and |
have raised this on other occasions in this
Chamber.

Mr Beanland: Tell us about the upgrade
on Route 20.

Mrs EDMOND: | am happy to take the
interjection from the member for Toowong,
who was so keen on Route 20, on pushing a
freeway through the residential suburbs of my
electorate, that he was out on every occasion
having his photo taken, with his hard hat on,
parading around Route 20, showing what
engineering skills he had. It was certainly the
policy of the Liberal council at that time to
push a major freeway through the residential
suburbs of Brisbane. Sallyanne Atkinson—the
mayor at that time—wrote, castigating people
who opposed Route 20.

Mr Beanland: What are you doing to
it—upgrading it? You promised to stop it.
Mrs EDMOND: Yes, and | did stop it.

Mr Beanland: You said there would be
no widening of Route 20 and no upgrading.
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Mrs EDMOND: | am happy to take that
interjection. If the honourable member were to
go out into my electorate, he would see that
there is no widening of Route 20. We have
effectively tackled a severely dangerous area
of 600 metres of killer road that that man
opposed. He would prefer to see people killed
on Kaye Street than to have 600 metres of
killer road improved. That is what the
honourable member is saying to the people of
Mount Coot-tha. He would prefer them to be
killed. That is not what his pal on Rouen Road
wants. The objection of his pals, the Liberals
on Rouen Road, is that the Government is not
going ahead with Route 20. They write to the
press constantly because the Government is
not going ahead with Route 20. They are the
honourable member’'s Liberal mates who are
pushing for a freeway through the area, and |
think that is a shame.

As | said, | believe that the solution to the
traffic problems in Mount Coot-tha—and there
are traffic problems in Mount Coot-tha, as
there are in all inner-urban electorates—is to
get people out of cars firstly into public
transport and then push very, very hard for the
expensive proposal, | know, of a bypass road
to the west of Mount Coot-tha—not, as Mr
Beanland has suggested and has pushed for,
a major freeway through inner-residential
suburbs where there is no room to ameliorate
the effects of noise, dust, pollution and all of
the nasty things that go with freeways. | had a
lot more to say on the very positive aspects of
the Transport budget.

Mr Beanland interjected.

Mrs EDMOND: | am happy to stand on
my record of Route 20. The Route 20 freeway
is something that | am proud that | fought
against.

Time expired.

Mr BEANLAND (Indooroopilly)
(12.26 p.m.): The Minister is not in control of
his portfolio. Time and time again, major
debacles occur in the Transport Ministry.
Clearly, the Minister is not on top of his
ministerial responsibilities. In recent weeks, we
saw the closure of many country rail lines in
this State. We know all about the backdown in
the face of great pressure. We know how that
was done. The Minister was not even
consulted beforehand. He was told to go out
and do it. We know about the rail cutbacks in
my own electorate, to which | will refer in a few
moments.

Time and time again, we see the debacle
that is occurring in the Minister's portfolio. The
people who work at the Townsville railway
workshop are seeing it, also. They understand
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that the workshop will close. However, one will
not find that happening at the Ipswich railway
workshop. That will develop from strength to
strength. It is in the Minister's electorate, of
course. Whenever matters are related to the
Minister's electorate, they develop and grow.
Outside his electorate, the Minister attempts
to close down the railway workshops.

A few moments ago, the member for
Mount Coot-tha prattled on about Route 20
and made a number of outrageous
statements about me and other members of
the Liberal Party. In most instances, they were
quite untrue. The member's own actions
speak louder than words. Although the Labor
Party said that there would be no Route 20—
no upgrading of those streets that then
constituted Route 20—what happened? Never
mind about taking a sign down and putting a
sign up. Those streets that then constituted
Route 20 are now undergoing major
upgrading. To see that, one has only to go to
the member’'s electorate. Obviously, she has
not been there for a while. Kaye Street runs
up past Government House. A couple of acres
of heritage land have been taken from
Government House. A huge, four-lane road is
being constructed there. That development
must continue on those other streets to relieve
the traffic congestion that will now occur there.

| turn to Kingsford Smith Drive. Today, we
saw a photograph of a terrible accident that
occurred a couple of days ago on Kingsford
Smith Drive in which a person was killed. That
traffic hazard exists because of the increased
flow of heavy vehicles choosing that route.
Since the Government raised the tolls on the
Gateway Arterial Road, the cost to heavy
vehicles travelling across the Gateway Bridge
has increased substantially. That has caused
a dramatic increase in the number of heavy
transports travelling along Kingsford Smith
Drive and the Story Bridge. The situation is so
severe that people waiting at bus stops have
seen material falling from trucks.

However, as | said, a more serious
situation occurred a couple of days ago on 4
October, one which residents in the area have
been predicting for some time. A 24-year-old
woman was sandwiched between two
semitrailers and killed after a vehicle travelling
in front of the first semitrailer stopped
suddenly. The possibility of that situation
occurring would have been greatly reduced if
Kingsford Smith Drive was not a main route for
heavy vehicles.

The purpose of constructing the Gateway
Bridge was to divert heavy transports around
the city. Indeed, it served that purpose until
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the tolls on the Gateway Bridge were
increased. In January of this year, the cost of
a two-axle truck travelling across the bridge
rose 30c to $4.50; the cost of a five-axle truck
rose 50c to $9; and the cost of B-double
trucks rose by $1 to $11. At the time of the
increases in tolls, the manager of the Gateway
Bridge Company said that increases were
necessary to ensure that the company was
able to repay construction loans and annual
franchise and service fees to the Government.

As far back as 1991, | recall that a
Transport spokesman was quoted in the daily
newspaper as saying that a fee reduction was
one of the more promising means of stopping
heavy trucks using routes through Fortitude
Valley. The spokesperson said—

“We have to get vehicles out of the
inner-city area. We’'ll be looking at definite
proposals within the next few months.”

Those few months have turned into a few
years. Urgent moves need to be made to
rectify that situation. It will only be a matter of
time before another life is wasted. | call on the
Minister to deal with some of those important
issues.

| turn to the identification required to
obtain a driver’'s licence. An idiosyncrasy exists
in the department regarding the
documentation required for the granting of a
driver's licence. The forms of identification
required before a licence is granted vary
greatly between Transport Department offices.
For example, the McGregor office requires to
sight a birth certificate, amongst other forms of
identification, whilst the Valley office does not
require to sight a  birth certificate.
Departmental officers advise that the policy
states that the forms of identification that
need to be sighted may vary depending on
the discretion of the individual manager.

Some offices require an applicant to
produce a birth certificate because of the
increasing number of fraudulent applications
for licences which have been made. However,
as all offices do not require applicants to
produce a birth certificate, a person wanting to
obtain a fraudulent licence could simply go to
another departmental office. It also appears
that the number of forms of identification
required is not standard, even within the same
office. On two approaches to the Fortitude
Valley office, a person was asked for two
forms of identification on the first approach
and three forms of identification on the
second approach. That is another conflict.

| turn to the Ipswich Road upgrading, a
subject that | am sure is familiar to the Minister
as he represents that area. Residents from
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Centenary Village are concerned that the
roadworks currently under way at the
intersection of Ipswich Road and the
Centenary Highway will not provide a better,
safer passageway for the public, and that it
has been designed without regard to providing
reasonable access for the people of
Centenary Village. The roadworks allow
access to the village only from Ipswich Road
inbound, so entry from the city or other
Brisbane suburbs has been denied, and
residents are forced to travel all the way back,
adding an extra five or six kilometres and up
to 20 minutes in peak hour traffic just to return
to their homes. It is believed that the
proposed intersection will result in delayed
access and unnecessary backtracking for
emergency vehicles such as ambulance, fire
brigade and police should there be an
emergency situation within the village. It will
also result in residents incurring extra travel
costs either through having to drive a longer
distance or paying higher taxi fares. Many of
those people are already isolated because of
the lack of public transport.

There have been a number of inquiries to
the manager of the metropolitan south office
requesting information on the upgrading of
that road. | understand that those people
have subsequently been advised that the
information has to come from the Minister's
office and that its release has to have the
Minister's approval. That is fair enough. On 17
September, the Minister's office  was
contacted by one or two people to check on
the progress of the release of that information.
However, they were told that its release had
not received ministerial approval. Today’s date
is 7 October, and the information has still not

been released. Other complaints about the
inability to obtain information from the
department abound, all because we are

constantly told that the Minister's approval is
required.

| turn now to the Townsville Port Authority
and its board, and particularly to the former
Mayor of Townsville, Mr Mike Reynolds, who is
chairman of the Townsville Port Authority. Mr
Reynolds was appointed to that position in
September 1990. In June 1992, he left
Townsville and moved to Canberra. |
understand that he is on secondment to the
Australian National University. That is fair
enough, but Mr Reynolds still retains his
position as the chairman of the Townsville Port
Authority. | understand that his family moved
to Canberra in December 1992.

In September of this year, Mr Reynolds’
time as chairman of the authority expired. In
fact, the tenure of the whole board expired on
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16 September. To this date, no new
appointments have been made. No action
has been taken by the Minister. For more than
12 months, Mr Reynolds has not lived in
Townsville, yet he has been travelling to
Townsville at considerable cost to conduct the
business of the port authority. Because Mr
Reynolds has spent so long in Canberra, he
cannot possibly have his finger on the pulse of
the city and the development and growth
occurring there. | appreciate that he is on
secondment and that at some stage he may
return to Townsville. However, that scenario
does not augur well for the port authority and
is unprofessional.

We are aware of Mr Reynolds’
background. He has a number of abilities. It
could be said that his appointment was a job
for the boys but nevertheless he brought a
number of abilities to that position. However, a
lack of accountability exists in this case, and
the Minister cannot deny that. Mr Reynolds will
either have to resign from the board or return
to Townsville so that proper work can be

carried out on behalf of the people of
Townsville.
| turn to the Gateway Arterial-Logan

bypass road on the south side of the city.
When | last spoke about that subject in this
Chamber, the member for Sunnybank
seemed to become very excited and very
sensitive. The day after my last speech on
that topic, the member for Sunnybank
attacked me with the vigour of a dead sheep.
He said that | had been sold a pup on the
issue of Karawatha by someone who had
recently received significant criticism from a
member of his own party. | have not been
sold a pup on this issue. The other statements
on that occasion by the member for
Sunnybank demonstrate gross arrogance
towards his electorate. Two options have been
put forward for that bypass road. Both will cut
through the Karawatha forest bushland and
both take in very sensitive areas. We have
heard very little from the member for
Sunnybank about either of those options. The
red option also takes in a huge number of
areas covered by Brishane City Council
vegetation protection ordinances.

Bushland, forest park, a number of
protected vegetation areas, a number of
sensitive  environmental areas and the
magnificent area of Karawatha will all be
destroyed if that bypass road continues. The
only response by the member for Sunnybank
has been to abuse me. He has not fought this
proposal. It has been left to other Opposition
members and me to bring the matter to the
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public’'s attention and to stand up for his
electorate. It is about time the member for
Sunnybank did some of the work and looked
after his own constituents rather than leave it
to the rest of us to do his job. The local
residents view the area in question as being
very sensitive. They will not tolerate the
arrogance being displayed by the member for
Sunnybank.

| turn now to rail services in my electorate.
We have heard a great deal from the Minister
about consultation. At the end of the day, little
or no consultation was undertaken on the
closure of services in the country and the
slashing of services through the western
suburbs. | refer particularly to the stations of
Sherwood, Chelmer, Graceville and Taringa,
which are all in my electorate. Because |
raised this issue, a slight improvement has
occurred. But listening to the Minister and
Queensland Rail, one would swear that they
were out there consulting daily with the
people. In truth, all we had day after day was
a head count, not consultation. Anybody can
go around and count the number of
passengers getting on and off trains. Let us
set the record straight about what consultation
means. The Minister has reinvented the word.
He need not bother being arrogant about this
matter in his reply. He knows that is true. |
have witnessed with disgust the arrogant
attitude flowing through some of the material
that has floated around, and the contempt in
which the public is held.

When | first raised this matter in May, the
Acting Minister wrote me a very arrogant and
abusive letter. | was aware of the matter for
months, but not a word was said by him. | did
not believe that any Government could be so
stupid or foolish as to slash services as this
Government has done in the western suburbs.
After several months of clarifying my
information before | did anything about the
matter, | finally raised it in the public arena
because this Government did not have the
guts to tell the public about it. As a result, |
was abused and told that | was being
unhelpful to a meaningful discussion. | had
not participated in any discussion. No-one had
the courtesy to talk to me about the matter. Of
course, the Government would have wriggled
away from blame if | had not forced it to face
the truth. After all that, | was sent a letter from
Queensland  Rail—which is under the
Minister’'s portfolio—thanking me for all the
consultation that had been undertaken with
my constituents! Leaving aside the work done
by a number of my constituents and me, there
has been a total lack of consultation on the
part of the Government.

4844

Legislative Assembly

The same applies to schools. Many
schools have complained to me that there has
been a lack of consultation. Of course, a great
deal of rearrangement is to occur in the
delivery of education. Time and time again,
members of the public are witnessing this
Government’s lack of delivery of services.
Consultation requires more than going out
and counting a few heads to see how many
people travel on different rail services. Daily,
my office is being inundated with complaints
about the overcrowding on trains because
services have been cut, and about the
enormous amount of inconvenience that has
resulted. In peak periods, 17 services to
western suburbs have been cut. At present,
only one train every 20 minutes travels
through the stations to which 1 referred
earlier—areas which are very close to the city.
At the same time, advertisements appear on
television encouraging people to improve the
environment by travelling by public transport.

The Minister may be able to claim that
some of his constituents are better off.
However, a huge number of people in the city
have relied upon the rail system because of
the poor bus service. Nobody complains about
the inadequacy of the road system that we
put up with.

Time expired.

Mr DAVIES (Mundingburra) (12.40 p.m.):
| want to spend a fair bit of time talking about
what has happened in the Transport portfolio
as it relates to Townsville over the last few
years since we have been in Government.
However, before | do that, | must take issue
with the previous speaker, the member for
Indooroopilly, in relation to his disgusting
comments concerning the Chairman of the
Townsville Port Authority, Mike Reynolds. |
was one of those who pushed strongly for
Mike Reynolds to be made chairman of the
Townsville Port Authority, and | do not resile
from that. It has been one of the best
appointments that we have made in
Townsville since this Government was elected.

Mr Bredhauer: A fine public
administrator.
Mr DAVIES: | take that interjection,

because | know that he thinks very highly of
the member for Cook, and | know that he
would want those comments on the record.
Mike Reynolds has a long history in public
administration in Townsville. He was the lone
Labor alderman on the Townsville City Council
and he was partly and significantly responsible
for the turning of Townsville into a Labor
stronghold. He has done an incredible amount
of work in the Townsville community. Not only
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does he deserve the position that he is in
because of the contributions he has made to
the Townsville community, he has performed
excellently in that position. He has overseen
and continues to oversee the greatest
development in the history of the port of
Townsville.

| have been involved in many of the
negotiations with Mike Reynolds, with the then
Federal Minister, Bob Collins, with David
Hamill, with my parliamentary colleagues in
Townsville, Ken McElligott and Geoff Smith,
and with many other senior executives of both
the Federal Transport Department and the
Queensland  Transport  Department, the
Premier’'s office and so on. Mike Reynolds is a
very good negotiator. He works incredibly hard
for Townsville; he has always done so and he
has continued to do that in his position. | will
not sit here and listen to the ravings of this
lunatic on the other side when he wants to
character assassinate Mike Reynolds.

Mr BEANLAND: | rise to a point of order. |
find those remarks offensive and ask that they
be withdrawn. Not only that, they are
unparliamentary and unbecoming of the
member.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN (Ms
Power): Order! | ask the member to withdraw
those comments.

Mr DAVIES: | withdraw. What | meant to
say was “the lunatics on the other side”. Mike
Reynolds has a very strong history in
Townsville. | will not sit here and listen to him
being character assassinated by people on
the other side who know very little about
Townsville. One only has to look at the history
of the Liberal Party in Townsville to see how
successful they have been.

Mrs Woodgate: They don't
history.

Mr DAVIES: They do not have a history.
The member for Kurwongbah correctly
interjects that they do not have a history in
Townsuville.

Mr Bredhauer: The last meeting in
Townsville was attended by four people and a
dog.

Mr DAVIES: | remember that.

Mr Bredhauer: The dog was lost. It had a
patch over both eyes.

Mr DAVIES: The interjections are so
amusing that | have to take them. The then
Leader of the Liberal Party, Angus Innes, for
whom | do have some regard—unlike the
current Leader of the Liberal Party—did attend
a rally in the Townsville Mall at which there

have a

4845

7 October 1993

were four people and a dog. One of the
people who attended was the candidate for
the Liberal Party who was opposing me at the
time, shadowy Jim Cathcart. It is obvious that
the member for Indooroopilly is listening to
shadowy Jim Cathcart, because he is the only
person in Townsville who ever criticises Mike
Reynolds. No-one listens to him. The business
community in Townsville know what a good
job Mike Reynolds has done, and his staff
know what a good job he has done.

Mr FitzGerald: Should he be still
chairman of the board?

Mr DAVIES: If the member for Lockyer
believes where a person is domiciled in terms
of residence is important in running a
multimillion-dollar organisation such as the
Townsville Port Authority, he is absolutely
wrong. Where a person is domiciled does not
matter; it is the direction that is important.
Mike Reynolds is providing the direction that
the Townsville Port Authority has needed over
the last few years in this maj