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WEDNESDAY, 28 OCTOBER 1987

Mr SPEAKER (Hon. K. R. Lingard, Fassifern) read prayers and took the chair at
2.30 p.m.

PETITIONS
The Clerk announced the receipt of the following petitions—

Railway Service, Beenleigh and Holmview

From Mr Goss (67 signatories) praying that the Parliament of Queensland will
provide a complete service for railway patrons from all train services to Beenleigh and
Holmview.

Warwick Dairy

From Mr Littleproud (227 signatories) praying that the Parliament of Queensland
will support the Warwick Dairy and resist all moves toward its closure.

Amendments to Education Act

From Mr Schuntner (105 signatories) praying that the Parliament of Queensland
will desist from making amendments to the Education Act which will eliminate independent
education boards.

Balance between Public Ownership and Private Enterprise

From Mr Innes (2 336 signatories) praying that the Parliament of Queensland will
amend the Land Act and the Integrated Resort Development Act so as to maintain a
balance between public ownership and private enterprise particularly on Barrier Reef
islands.

Strategic Plan for the Broadwater, Southport

From Mr Veivers (5 200 signatories) praying that the Parliament of Queensland
will support the Gold Coast City Council’s proposed amendment to its strategic plan
for the western shores and the adjacent waterway of the Southport Broadwater.

Petitions received.

PAPERS
The following paper was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed—
Report of the State Fire Services for the year ended 30 June 1987.
The following papers were laid on the table—
Proclamations under the Forestry Act 1959-1984
Orders in Council under the Forestry Act 1959-1984
Regulations under—
Local Government Act 1936-1987
Hospitals Act 1936-1984
By-laws under— _
Dental Act 1971-1987
Education Act 1964-1987
Rules under the Hospitals Foundations Act 1982



Ministerial Statement 28 October 1987 3563

Report and Financial Statements of the Gladstone Area Water Board for the year
ended 30 June 1987.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Briefings to State Cabinet or Ministers by Australian Bureau of Criminal Intelligence
Personnel

Hon. W. A. M. GUNN (Somerset—Deputy Premier, Minister Assisting the Treasurer
and Minister for Police) (2.35 p.m.), by leave: I wish to acquaint honourable members
with the facts surrounding briefings to State Cabinet or Ministers by personnel attached
to the Australian Bureau of Criminal Intelligence in Canberra. This has become necessary
following recent publicised comments by the member for Sherwood who, for his own
obvious political reasons, has not let his lack of knowledge of the facts prevent him
from speaking on such issues.

The prime thrust of Mr Innes’ remarks on the ABC’s 7.30 Report on 19 October
1987 was his claim that a briefing given to State Cabinet on 26 August 1985 was an
attempt to force action in Queensland regarding prostitution and illegal gambling. Such
a claim is completely devoid of any element of truth. I am not at liberty to disclose the
precise nature of the briefing given to Cabinet members on that date, but it is sufficient
to say that it dealt with drug-related investigations and associated murders on an
Australiawide basis.

I am advised also that a similar briefing was planned to be delivered to most, if
not all, other Australian State Cabinets. This Government strongly supports the role and
efforts of the ABCI and is particularly active in giving effect to drug-related operations
similar to those that were the subject of the August 1985 briefing. The follow-up action
which flowed from the 1985 meeting included another ABCI briefing on 10 July 1986
to about five Cabinet Ministers and another to me personally on 20 January 1987.
Further and continuing investigations resulted from the updated intelligence given in
those briefings. Nothing in that intelligence related to prostitution or illegal gambling.

To date, the ABCI intelligence has led to the Queensland police heading two major
combined police operations in this State. The evidence obtained, as distinct from the
intelligence, caused the apprehension and subsequent imprisonment of the offenders
concerned.

Finally, I point out that the ABCI is a combined organisation with representatives
from all States and Australian Territories and has on its staff experienced police officers
from each State or Territory. The ABCI was formed by virtue of an agreement between
those Governments, with each member having equal rights. The first agreement was
signed by the States on 6 February 1981, and amended on 24 January 1984 and again
on 25 May 1984.

I trust that, now that I have placed these facts on the record, honourable members
opposite will be less inclined to let their imaginations make up for their lack of knowledge
on such issues.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Green Paper on Occupational Safety and Welfare Legislation

Hon. V. P. LESTER (Peak Downs—Minister for Employment, Small Business and
Industrial Affairs) (2.37 p.m.), by leave: I seek to advise the House that my department
has prepared a Green Paper on occupational safety and welfare legislation. The proposed
reforms will ensure that worker safety will continue to take a very high priority in the
community.

This proposal will reduce a number of Acts to a single, all-encompassing Act, with
all employers’ and employees’ duties clearly defined under the same set of guide-lines.
It is intended to clarify the entire matter once and for all.
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The development of the Green Paper follows lengthy and extensive consultation
with industry and union and employer associations to assess problems with existing Acts
and will provide guidance as to the direction and extent of occupational safety and
welfare legislation. My department will be communicating further with industry
organisations to explain the ramifications of the proposed legislation and the role of the
continuing Rural Machinery Safety Act.

The proposals would replace provisions of the Inspection of Machinery Act 1951-
87, the Construction Safety Act 1971-87 and the Factories and Shops Act 1960-85, and
rules and regulations pertaining to those Acts.

It is recognised that the Departments of Mines, Health and Transport have substantial
interests in occupational health, safety and welfare matters. Continuing discussions are
taking place with those departments, in line with Government policy of reducing the
overlap of responsibility between departments. Comment from interested parties will be
welcomed, so that the Bill to be presented to Parliament next year will be far-reaching
and complete, with the end result being an efficient, streamlined system of safety
management second to none.

I seek leave to table the Green Paper.
Leave granted.
Whereupon the honourable member laid the document on the table.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Townsville/Thuringowa Water Supply

Hon. M. J. TENNI (Barron River—Minister for Water Resources and Maritime
Services) (2.40 p.m.), by leave: A number of completely misleading statements were
made in this House yesterday by the member for Thuringowa concerning the urgent
need for an emergency water supply for the joint cities of Townsville/Thuringowa. The
statement by the honourable member had little to do with a genuine appraisal of the
water problems facing both cities. However, it did have a great deal to do with the
ALP’s obsession with wringing the last drop of political advantage out of the construction
by the Townsville/Thuringowa Water Board of the emergency pipeline from the Haughton
River to the Ross River Dam. In so doing, the ALP has tried to con the rate-payers of
both cities into believing that the State Government has a deep-seated dislike of
Townsville. If that is the case, the State Government has a funny way of showing its
bias.

As I indicated in this House only recently, the Queensland Government has outlaid
or is committed to outlaying an estimated $14.7m on the Ross River Dam improvements.

Opposition members interjected.

Mr TENNI: There was nothing from the Federal Government; nothing from
Opposition members’ socialist mates in Canberra.

Opposition members interjected.

Mr TENNI: They do not like that.

Furthermore, the State Government has contributed substantially to the cost of
relocating the Flinders Highway and the railway because of the expansion of the dam.
Many millions of dollars has also been outlaid providing additional carrying capacity in
the Haughton main channel and pumping station, which brings the water from the
Burdekin River to the Haughton River, to accommodate the urgent water needs of
Townsville/Thuringowa. This “dislike of Townsville”, to quote the honourable member,
must be rather odd.

Despite the refusal so far of the Federal Government to help the twin cities, the
State Government has made the firm offer to meet 30 per cent of the cost of the proposed
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pipeline from the Haughton River to the Ross River Dam. On current estimates, that
amounts to a grant of $4.5m.

The points I have just outlined make absolute nonsense of Mr McElligott’s political
diatribe in this House yesterday. The facts are that the Queensland Government has
only one bias, and that is that this Government is 100 per cent committed to helping
the rate-payers of both cities overcome this very serious water problem. It appears that
the member for Thuringowa never goes out in the tropical sun without his political
blinkers on.

The proposed $18 a megalitre charge by the Queensland Water Resources Com-
mission for water from the Burdekin scheme is an extremely good deal for Townsville/
Thuringowa. The commission has done its very best to calculate those charges on a
long-term basis to reduce the financial impact on rate-payers. In fact, the rate-payers
would have had to meet a cost several times higher had the charges been calculated on
a short-term basis.

Unfortunately, there is little anyone can do about the honourable member’s allergic
reaction to the truth concerning the Haughton-Ross River Dam pipeline. Every time the
commission attempts to explain the basis of costing, Mr McElligott suffers a temporary
loss of hearing and logic.

The commission has adopted the very reasonable policy of asking Townsville/
Thuringowa to meet only a fair share of the cost outlaid by the State Government alone
in bringing the water from the Burdekin Dam site to the Haughton River. I repeat that
a clear distinction has been made between the outlays of the State Government and the
contribution made by the Federal Government, which met the actual construction cost
of the Burdekin Falls Dam only.

It is equally dishonest for the member for Thuringowa to attempt to make political
gain out of the recent problems associated with bringing an emergency water supply to
the drought-affected sugar cane farmers at Giru. It is no secret that the contractual
problems associated with faulty pipes were a temporary setback. However, the facts are
that the goal was to provide an emergency water supply by way of the Haughton main
channel to the farmers to ensure the survival of next year’s cane crop. This goal has
been met and, even with the present temporary pumps and diversions, the commission
already has the capacity to meet the water needs of Townsville/Thuringowa. It is totally
dishonest to suggest that the adequacy of the contractor’s work, which is likely to be
the subject of future litigation, resulted in the loss of the present Giru sugar-cane crop.
The facts are that the present crop was about to be harvested long before the construction
of the Haughton main channel was completed.

I can see no good point in arguing with the honourable member on the merits or
otherwise of the Stage 2 work to increase the capacity of the Ross River Dam. The
people of Townsville/Thuringowa are well aware of the fact that the severe drought has
made the alternative pipeline project from the Haughton to the dam an absolute necessity.
They are also well aware of the fact that the chairman of the joint water board, Alderman
Brian Dobinson, has used every opportunity to turn the water problems of their cities
into a political slanging-match.

The chairman is so lacking in modesty and common sense—like the member for
Thuringowa—that he has conducted most of the negotiations with the State Government
through the Townsville Bulletin instead of through normal business channels. Having
worked in two levels of government, I do not believe that this is an acceptable or
responsible way for a chairman of any board to conduct himself or herself.

The proposed changes to the board, which are presently under consideration by the
Local Government Minister, are likely to see the appointment of an independent
chairman, who I am sure will devote his or her energies to helping the rate-payers
instead of playing politics. Let me inform the House that I support the Minister for
Local Government 100 per cent on the proposals put forward. The member for Thuringowa
quite illogically opposes these changes—and I ask all honourable members to listen to
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this one—even though the proposed new board would remove the bias in favour of
Townsville and give equal representation to both cities.

I can well understand now why the member for Thuringowa must have found his
previous employment so restricting. Given his wonderful knack of turning fact into
fiction, I can imagine that he was never cut out to be a researcher at James Cook
University.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Temporary Dredge Pipeline, Coomera Island

Hon. N. J. HARPER (Auburn—Minister for Primary Industries) (2.47 p.m.), by
leave: There has been considerable comment in the media following a statement made
by the member for Sherwood—I am sure that his colleagues will bring my remarks to
his attention—concerning a temporary dredge pipeline across Coomera Island. The
honourable member appears to have been misinformed on this issue, so I take this
opportunity to place on record the true facts.

The temporary dredge pipeline works within the tidal wetlands on Coomera Island
were authorised by me. That authorisation was subject to Discovery Bay Developments
Pty Ltd (Sanctuary Cove) complying with specific conditions of operation.

The conditions included removal of all debris, the restoration of the inner-tidal
profile to pre-work levels to allow natural regeneration of mangroves and marine plants,
and an obligation to have the pipeline works undertaken in such a manner as to create
no unnecessary damage to adjacent intertidal lands. Coomera Island contains large areas
of salt-marsh, which is a major breeding ground for the salt-marsh mosquito, a major
pest in south-east Queensland.

In 1984, my department, together with the Gold Coast City and Albert Shire
Councils, the Queensland Institute of Medical Research and Griffith University, undertook
a major study within the Coomera Island wetlands to determine whether salt-marsh
fisheries could control mosquito larvae. This study also investigated alternative methods
of mosquito control, one of which was aerial spraying with mosquito larvacide.

Fisheries officers from my department have published two reports on this work in
scientific journals. One report deals with fishes of the salt-marsh and their diet, whereas
the other report looks at the control of mosquito larvae by fish.

My department also suggested an alternative method of mosquito control to aerial
spraying, involving the construction of a network of shallow drains within the salt-marsh
to allow regular contact between mosquito larvae and predatory fish. This method is
now being further assessed and developed by the local authorities in consultation with
my officers.

All work carried out by the Department of Primary Industries was funded by the
Queensland Government and this work was completed in December 1984. Other aspects
on Coomera Island were supported and funded by local authorities, Griffith University
and the Queensland Medical Research Institute. The fisheries value of Coomera Island
has been well documented.

The pipeline across the island will have little, if any, impact on the fisheries and
conservation value of the area, provided that the work is carried out as specified. The
pipeline work is continuing and inspections will be made at the conclusion of the project
to ensure compliance with the requirements of the permit.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr D’ARCY (Woodridge) (2.50 p.m.), by leave: In an article in today’s Logan and
Albert Times the Minister for Local Government, Mr Hinze, made an attack on the
Bryants Road situation that has been under review for some time. In that article the
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Minister stated that no representation had been received from me about that matter. I
know that it is a matter of political expedience for him to have a lapse of memory.

I wrote letters to the Minister on 18 December 1984, 12 February 1985, 7 August
1985, 25 September 1985, 20 May 1986 and 7 July 1986 in which I made representations
to him and pointed out that on the particular crossing involved a child had already
been killed. That was prior to the recent accident. If the Minister is playing politics in
order to get a leadership vote for himself from the member for Springwood, it is a shame
that he has to use——

Mr SPEAKER: Order! How is the honourable member personally affected?

Mr D’ARCY: He has named me in the article as having made no representations.
I have cited the six letters involved, and I have received replies to those letters.

This particular road has been a sore point for a long time. During that campaign,
as you yourself would be aware, Mr Speaker, the Minister came down to that area and
made certain promises. The work has still not been carried out. I have previous
correspondence from him, including the last letter of 7 July 1986, in which he promised
that lights would be installed at that crossing. I am saying that it is a shame that either
his press officers or his staff have misled him with the information.

QUESTIONS UPON NOTICE

1. Electricity Supply, Coconut Island
Mr SCOTT asked the Minister for Northern Development and Community Services—
“With reference to the Answer to my Question 14 on 27 October—
(1) Are individual houses on Coconut Island to be metered?

(2) Will the scale of tariffs applicable on Coconut Island relate to those
applying at isolated mainland centres?”

Mr KATTER: I will carry on from where I left off yesterday. The situation is exactly
the same as anywhere else, except that solar hot water systems will be used and a gas
stove will be used instead of an electric stove. I will come to the reason for that in a
moment. It has been worked out on the basis of eight kilowatt hours per day, which is
the same as Brisbane, less the solar hot water system. The electricity will produce a very
conventional sine wave.

(1) The answer is simply: yes.

(2) A firm of economic consultants advised us to use solar, then an interdepartmental
committee advised us, after an engineering study was done costing some $50,000, I
might add, and recommended——

Mr Scott: Who by?

Mr KATTER: I can subsequently provide the name of the engineering firm to the
honourable member. I cannot remember it at present.

The whole array will cost approximately $600,000, which is about $30,000 a year
for the next 20 years. With some 30 consumers, it should cost each of them about
$1,000 a year. It is hoped that there will be virtually no ongoing costs except, of course,
for the batteries. After all, that is the sort of question that needs to be answered in what
is, after all, an experimental project.

Mr Scott: It is a Mickey Mouse show, and you know it.

Mr KATTER: It is a Mickey Mouse show, is it, carried out by Westinghouse, which
is one of the biggest companies in the world? The honourable member would describe
the Westinghouse project as a Mickey Mouse show. That is a rather peculiar statement;
but, of course, that would be typical of the honourable member’s statements.
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As the cell price falls from its present price of about $10 a watt, it is felt that with
the Government bulk-buying the price will be reduced to $2 a watt, and then it is hoped
that the use of the diesel generator will be phased out altogether and the use of the cells
will be phased in. However, at this stage, the Government does not want to buy a lot
of cells, because they are enormously expensive, and at this stage the Government is
not bulk-buying.

Mr Scott: You wouldn’t impose this system on the rest of the people of Torres
Strait, would you?

Mr KATTER: Mr Speaker, I accept the honourable member’s interjection and I
must state that, if he was doing his job at all, he should be aware of the enormous
difficulties faced in getting anything repaired in the Torres Strait. When the windmill
that was responsible for the water supply on Mer Island broke down, it was out of
action for almost four weeks, and a bloke had to be flown over there on some four or
five occasions to fix it.

Those are the sorts of difficulties and problems with providing water supplies. I do
not want to have those difficulties with the provision of electricity, so the department
is striving to create a system with no moving parts whatsoever. I do not want any
mechanical parts that can break down. That is what is being done. There are replacement
inverters. They have no moving parts; but, if one breaks down, it can simply be moved
off line and another one plugged in to replace it. In fact, that is the only working part
that can break down.

My department and I are confident that at all times all of the charges will be in
line with those on the mainland. There will be a peak costing of $2 a watt. A tracking
device will be used to cut the number of solar cells necessary down to 60 per cent of
those presently needed. With the provision of solar hot-water systems and, possibly,
solar freezers for the cray-fishing industry up there, the costs will be far cheaper than
those associated with the running of a diesel unit.

2. Lockhart River Aboriginal Reserve
Mr SCOTT asked the Minister for Northern Development and Community Services—

“(1) Have any changes been made to the area of the Lockhart River Aboriginal
Reserve since the Deed of Grant in Trust legislation was passed by this House?

(2) If there were changes, have they required gazettal and what was the date
of such gazettal?

(3) Have changes involved an exchange of land with national parks and
what area was involved?

(4) Has this land a specific title description and what is it known as?

(5) Has a major forest clearing program been undertaken on this exchange
land or other land adjacent to it to provide cattle grazing areas?

(6) What area has been cleared to date?

(7) Is clearing also being carried out for part of a new access road to the
Lockhart River township?

(8) When will this road be gazetted?
(9) Will he table a map of the area indicating the location of such land
exchanges and clearing projects if they have taken place?”

Mr KATTER: (1) Yes, there are changes. There has been a swap of land with the
national park.

(2) T refer the honourable member’s attention to the Government Gazette of 24
‘October 1987, pages 653, 654 and 655.

(3) My department is awaiting advice from the Department of Lands as to the
details. Those details will be provided in due course as soon as they are received from
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the Lands Department. The National Parks and Wildlife Service inherited a cleared area
and there will be a swapping of a section of rainforest for that cleared area, which
obviously is most useful for the cattle industry. Rainforest is what the National Parks
and Wildlife Service is after.

Mr Scott: Are you going to enlarge that cleared area?

Mr KATTER: If the honourable member has any problems with that, I would be
only too happy to listen to him and make any adjustments that might be necessary, as
long as they are acceptable to the council. Of course, it is the council that is receiving
all the consideration and it is in agreement with all of these things.

(4) No, not to our knowledge.

(5 and 6) The cleared area that will be rented out to a body that will be controlled
by the local council is very far north of the community, down in the Nundah area.
Virtually no clearing will take place. I have looked at the area and I would not have
thought there were more than 50 or so trees per thousand acres in that area. It is already
an open area with very few trees on it. It will be replaced with improved pasture. )

(7) Yes.

(8) Under discussion with the Cook Shire at the present moment are all of the
gazetted roads, because it is also the road into Portland Downs. The Cook Shire is very,
very sensitive about what will be done with that road. At the moment it is the subject
of discussion with the Cook Shire.

(9) Yes.

3. Proposed World Heritage Listing of North Queensland Rainforest Areas
Mr HYND asked the Minister for Tourism, National Parks and Sport—

“With reference to the amount of national parks in the North Queensland
wet tropics—

(1) What countries are represented on the World Heritage Committee?
(2) What is the term of office of each member country?

(3) How are countries selected for membership of the World Heritage
Committee?

(4) Is democratic government a feature of the lifestyle of the countries
represented on the World Heritage Committee?

(5) Does the record of these countries in the management of their environment
qualify them to sit in judgment on the proposed nomination of Queensland’s
rainforests for inclusion on the World Heritage List?”

Mr MUNTZ: (1 and 2) I appreciate the honourable member’s concern for the
various countries involved in the World Heritage listing, as all Queenslanders should
be concerned. There are 21 countries represented on the World Heritage committee.
They are divided into three groups of seven, with one group being replaced every two
years. In other words, each country serves for a six-year term. The names of the countries
and the expiry year of their terms of office are—

1987 1989 1991
Brazil Australia India
Cyprus Lebanon Canada
Federal Republic of Germany  Norway Yemen
Jordan Sri Lanka Mexico
Guinea Turkey Tanzania
Libya Algeria Greece

- Zaire Malawi Bulgaria



3570 28 October 1987 Questions Upon Notice

I wish to expand on the details of some of those countries. Brazil has a military
dictatorship and is commonly known as the AIDS land of the world. It is knocking
down its bit of remaining rainforest at the rate of an area the size of a football-field
every three minutes. That gives some idea of that country’s concern for rainforest. Of
course, Libya is run by Colonel Gaddafi. India has no rainforest left. The majority of
the countries on that committee have little or no rainforest left. What annoys me and
other Queenslanders is that the national Government is prepared to submit a recom-
mendation to those countries to determine the future of our rainforests and our heritage.

The first group of countries will go out of office at the end of the next ordinary
session of the general conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). This session is due to conclude on 24 November
1987.

(3) Article 9 of the World Heritage Properties Convention provides that members
of the World Heritage committee “shall be chosen by lot” by the president of the general
conference of UNESCO.

I am sorry to say that the fate of many Queenslanders rests on the roll of the dice
or on a lucky—or unlucky—dip from the barrel. We will not know until later this year
the names of seven of the 21 countries whose representatives will determine whether
Queenslanders are to be thrown onto the unemployment scrap-heap, and industries and
towns closed down.

Mr Comben interjected.

Mr MUNTZ: It is a fact, whether the honourable member likes it or not. If he
wants to support it, that is okay.

Australians are well known for their gambling instincts, but I am sure that none of
us wants the livelihood of our fellow Australians to be decided by the toss of a coin,
the roll of a dice or a lucky dip.

Opposition members interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.
Mr Comben interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for Windsor!

A Government member interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! I do not need any suggestions from my right. I call the
Minister.

Mr MUNTZ: The truth hurts.

(4) Democracy is certainly unknown in quite a number of the countries presently
represented on the World Heritage committee. These countries can be categorised as
follows—

Commonwealth countries .. .. .. 7 (of which § are republics)
Kingdoms .. .. .. .......... 2
Republics .. .. ............ 11
Libya .. .. .. .. ............ 1

I have not endeavoured to categorise Libya as I do not think that even the most
undemocratic of the other 20 countries would want to be grouped with Colonel Gaddafi’s
dictatorship.

I do not intend to mention names, but suffice it to say that democracy is certainly
not a strong feature of the life-styles of at least one-third of the countries represented
on the World Heritage committee. Some of these are under military rule, others have
no Parliament, and most are one-party regimes. In addition, civil war and other military
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and ciyil conflicts unhappily upset the life-style of the people of some of the other
countries represented on the committee.

In the circumstances I have outlined, I cannot imagine that the nomination of
Queensland’s rainforests will receive the careful consideration that it deserves from the
representatives of the countries concerned when they are so involved with their own
internal troubles—very similar to the members of the Opposition in this Parliament.

(5) As regards forestry management—the short answer to this part of the honourable
member’s question is, “No”. On the other hand, Queensland’s record of wet tropical
rainforest and national park management is outstanding; this fact is recognised
internationally.

Mr Comben: That is rubbish!

Mr MUNTZ: Queensland is second to nobody in the world in national park
management. The only place that comes anywhere near to Queensland is New Zealand.

For a study of the status of rainforests in the relevant countries, I refer the honourable
member to the report Conversion of Tropical Moist Forests, commissioned by the United
States Natural Academy of Sciences, which was published in 1980. This report points
to numerous examples of clear felling of forest areas.

Forests, other than rainforests, occur in most of the countries represented on the
World Heritage committee. Again, the story is generally one of mismanagement of the
environment, resulting in Germany, for example, in the destruction of forests by acid
rain.

Finally, I repeat that Queensland has not sought, and does not want, Commonwealth
interference in the management of the timber and other industries associated with wet
tropical rainforest areas. World Heritage nomination is nothing but an attempt by the
Commonwealth to centralise power in Canberra.

4. Conservation of Southern Moreton Bay Region
Mr HYND asked the Minister for Tourism, National Parks and Sport—

“(1) What steps has the State Government taken to ensure conservation of
the southern Moreton Bay region?

(2) What role is the Jumpinpin Broadwater Nature Conservation Planning
Committee playing in the State Government’s overall strategy for this area?”

Mr MUNTZ: (1 and 2) I thank the honourable member for his question and the
interest that he shows in the environment of the Moreton Bay region.

At the outset, I want to emphasise the importance of this region. It is an area which
extends from Russell Island to the Gold Coast Broadwater and is considered to be
Queensland’s most valuable estuary.

As honourable members who are keen fishermen would know, the Jumpinpin section
is renowned as the best bream fishery in the State. In addition, the Logan, Pimpama
and Coomera Rivers also support whiting and flathead as well as sand and mud crabs.
In fact, recreational boating and fishing in the area is estimated to be worth more than
$80m a year, and generates thousands of jobs in the tourist industry. Sometimes it is
not appreciated what recreational fishing does for the tourist industry and the number
of people who are involved in that area.

The Queensland Government has always recognised the ecological and recreational
value of this area to the people of this State and the Government has taken a number
of steps to ensure the best long-term use of the islands. As far back as 1970, the
Government approved in principle that this area should be kept in its natural state for
recreational and kindred purposes.

In 1974, the Report by the Working Committee on Long Term Planning of the area
between Jumpinpin Bar and the Nerang River Bridge was accepted by the Government
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and tabled in Parliament. This report recommended that as many islands as possible
should be retained in their natural state with as little development as possible. Since
that time, the recommendations of this report have been implemented by the State and
by local government in town-planning provisions.

Honourable members should also be aware of the work by my colleague the member
for Albert in forming the Jumpinpin-Broadwater Regional Nature Conservation and
Study Committee in 1980. This committee includes representatives of the National Parks
and Wildlife Service, the Fisheries Department, the Gold Coast Council and the Albert
Shire Council. As a result of this committee’s recommendations, my Cabinet colleague
and I announced that the Government would be giving high priority to a program of
conservation and management planning for the southern area of Moreton Bay.

The current conservation strategy will consolidate this program permanently by the
gazettal of environmental parks over the islands. The Crown is already proceeding with
the resumption of Coomera Island and Woogoompah Island, and other lands included
in the strategy are part of Tabby Tabby, Eden, Cobby Cobby, Stingaree and Short Islands,
Behm Creek and south of McCoy Creek.

As honourable members would know, the Gold Coast and the adjoining areas have
experienced a huge influx of people. No doubt, these people are southerners who are
dissatisfied with the life-style of Labor-led States. Now is certainly the best time to plan
for national parks, recreational works, environmental parks and fish habitats in this
region. It must be noted that the Government is ever mindful of the need for public
access to these areas, and I assure honourable members that this is a major planning
consideration in the overall strategy for the area.

s. Defamation Action between Premier and John Sinclair
Mr COMBEN asked the Minister for Justice and Attorney-General—

“How much money has already been paid and how much money is still
owing to solicitors Morris Fletcher & Cross by the Queensland Government in
relation to the matter of Sinclair v. Johannes Bjelke-Petersen, concerning defa-
mation, from 1977 to date?”

Mr CLAUSON: Records indicate that since 1977 a sum of $40,604.10 has been
paid to Messrs Morris Fletcher and Cross, solicitors, in respect of the action between
Mr John Sinclair and the Honourable the Premier. This sum represents $17,100.60
professional costs of Messrs Morris Fletcher and Cross and counsel’s fees of $18,464.00,
with the balance being expended on outlays. No money remains outstanding in relation
to this matter.

6. Horticultural Production
Mr STEPHAN asked the Minister for Primary Industries—

“With reference to the horticultural production in this State and the ability
of producers to be able to more than meet our consumption on the home market—

(1) What market opportunities exist for our horticultural products overseas
to expand the export of horticulture?

(2) Is any research to be undertaken to endeavour to identify and expand
these markets?”

Mr HARPER: (1) In recent years there have been a number of significant changes
in the export potential of horticultural produce. The major metropolitan cities of south-
east Asia, such as Singapore and Hong Kong, are now importing large quantities of
western-style fruit and vegetables which are sold through modern supermarkets. There
is also a softening of attitudes towards horticultural imports in other east Asian markets,
such as Japan and Taiwan. Currently, the east Asian bloc is the fastest growing region
in the world economy. Opportunities also exist in Europe and North America. Never-
theless, competition in world markets is fierce and many problems such as inadequate
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shipping and airline services, storage, and quarantine restrictions are still to be overcome.
A long-tqrm presence in the export market requires a commitment to consistent supply
and quality from both growers and exporters to meet the needs of overseas buyers.

In July this year, the Queensland Horticultural Export Council was established to
assist the development of horticultural exports from Queensland. The council is industry-
based with representation from growers, exporters and the transport sector. The council
has already encouraged the development of a north-bound shipping service which is
now capable of transporting Queensland produce within acceptable storage periods to
markets in Asia. The potential for exports from Queensland has been demonstrated by
the success of the ginger and citrus industries and with the rapid growth of Chinese
cabbage and broccoli exports to Hong Kong in the last few years.

As well, the marketing research and extension section of my marketing services
branch is undertaking a range of projects aimed at assisting industry to expand the
export markets for horticultural products and further research is planned. The section
is undertaking a project directed at generating an international listing of market oppor-
tunities for horticulture. It will provide a basis for the Government to formulate policies
for horticulture development in Queensland. Research will concentrate on south-east
Asian markets in the first instance.

The section is carrying out a review of the export potential for fresh passionfruit
with co-operation of growers in the Nambour area. Other initiatives include development
of a market entry strategy for exotic and tropical fruits into Japan; export marketing
systems and directions for small crop industries in co-operation with the Australian
International Business Centre and the further development of an information base on
export marketing opportunities for fresh and processed mango products in co-operation
with the Committee of Direction of Fruit Marketing.

(2) My officers are also carrying out research into post-harvest handling and
quarantine problems of importance to exporters of a variety of horticultural produce.

7. Consumer Debt

Mr STEPHAN asked the Minister for Employment, Small Business and Industrial
Affairs—

“With reference to recent press comments where it is claimed private
individuals made up to 70 per cent of bankruptcies by overcommitting themselves,
particularly with the use of credit cards, and that easy credit is blamed for the
estimated $23 billion consumer debt, to the current blow out in consumer debt
and to the large percentage of family income committed to repayments—

(1) Is this causing concern in the consumer sector?

(2) Will he consider remedial action or consumer education, a step which
could be considered to manage finances better?”

Mr LESTER: (1 and 2) Bankruptcies of all kinds, whether personal or business,
are a matter of serious concern. Preliminary and unverified figures released by the
Federal Attorney-General indicate that the total number of bankruptcies in Australia
increased by 34 per cent between 1985-86 and 1986-87. However, the Queensland figure
was slightly lower.

It is expected that, when the final figures for personal bankruptcies in 1986-87 are
released in the Federal Attorney-General’s annual report, they will continue to be the
more numerous category, as has been the case in recent years. That was the expectation
before the crash of the stock-market.

The extent of such non-business bankruptcies reflects, in part, the inability of some
people to manage their personal finances. Nevertheless, the continuing increase in both
personal and business bankruptcies throughout Australia is largely the result of a depressed
economic environment and historically high interest rates which the Federal Government
has imposed in an effort to recover from its own economic mismanagement. High
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interest rates reduce the ability of borrowers to repay the principal of loans and,
accordingly, repayments extend over longer and longer periods.

Consumer education about the dangers of overextended credit is, of course, a poor
substitute for a healthy economic environment in the nation as a whole. Nevertheless,
the Consumer Affairs Bureau of my department is well aware of the needs in this area.

In addressing the issue it has produced a number of excellent booklets covering a
range of financial management issues, including A Guide to Personal Finance and Manage
the Business of Living. Also, through media releases and radio segments the bureau
warns consumers of pitfalls in the use of credit facilities.

Although the Consumer Affairs Bureau is obviously doing a great deal in this area,
I also feel the financial institutions themselves have a moral obligation to ensure that
their customers are aware of the problems that can occur with overuse of credit.

Whilst these institutions are prepared to accept the profits created by the provision
of credit, I am not satisfied that they have acted as responsibly as they might have so
far as credit education is concerned. I emphasise that. At least the Queensland Govern-
ment is doing something to ensure that the people are informed of the consequences.

8. Consumer Affairs Bureau Inspectors

Mr BRADDY asked the Minister for Employment, Small Business and Industrial
Affairs—

“With reference to the Consumer Affairs Bureau’s current employment of
inspectors based in Brisbane and Rockhampton—

(1) What specific plans does he have to assign such inspectors to other
Queensland centres?

(2) When will such additional inspectors be appointed and in what number
and to what centres?”

Mr LESTER: (1 and 2) I have already announced that it is my intention to establish
regional offices of the Consumer Affairs Bureau at Southport and Townsville. The timing
of the establishment of these offices will, of course, be determined by the availability of
funding and staffing resources.

In the interim, consumers, small-business people—this Government has also given
consumer protection to small-business people—and primary producers outside the Bris-
bane metropolitan area and Rockhampton continue to be well served by district industrial
inspectors located at 22 country centres. The district industrial inspectors have been
trained to handle consumer matters. As far as I am aware, they are doing a very good
job.

9. Water Supply, Woorabinda Community
Mr BRADDY asked the Minister for Northern Development and Community
Services—

“With reference to the continuing serious lack of water at the Woorabinda
community and the poor quality of the existing water supply for the approximately
1 000 residents despite water supply expenditure there—

Why has not urgent action been taken to remedy the problems and for how
much longer will the residents have to suffer the serious water deficiencies?”

Mr KATTER: The detailed answer to that question is unavailable at present. I can
certainly provide the honourable member with details of the problems being experienced
at Woorabinda.

Mr Braddy: I know those. I want to know the solutions.

Mr KATTER: At this stage there are no solutions to the problem. A report is
expected during the next two or three days.
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During the past two years, approximately $400,000 has been expended on the
problems at Woorabinda. My department had to bring in expertise from local government,
because that sort of expertise is unavailable within my department.

The honourable member would be better off using his time to secure the $60m that
the black people of Queensland are not getting but which the rest of Australia is receiving
on a per capita basis. If some of that money could be provided at Woorabinda, I am
sure that a more than adequate water supply would be made available.

10. Development of National Parks

Mr McPHIE asked the Minister for Tourism, National Parks and Sport—

“As the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service has taken action
to involve private enterprise in the development of some national parks, how
can business best participate in this area which has traditionally been seen as a
Government role?”’

Mr MUNTZ: I am pleased to advise that the Queensland National Parks and
Wildlife Service has actively sought private-enterprise input into the development of
some national parks. In an effort to minimise the drain on the tax-payers of Queensland,
the service, with my full support, is seeking to involve private-enterprise development
in areas where they possess the expertise and experience.

A recent study tour of the United States National Parks and Wildlife Service by a
senior officer of the service, Mr Jim McEvoy, has shown that such joint development
can be most beneficial provided that strict guide-lines are implemented and complied
with. I assure honourable members that the expertise exists within the Queensland
National Parks and Wildlife Service to monitor such projects.

In July of this year, I asked the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service
to establish a marketing and commercial operations function to provide specialist support
to the interface between national parks and the tourism industry. This branch, set up
on a trial basis, has been most successful and is now looking to expand its activities
further.

Private enterprise involvement in national park development represents a positive
step forward in providing the type of facilities required by the ever-increasing number
of national park visitors, whilst allowing the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife
Service to devote itself to the management of the park’s natural resources. With this in
mind, any proposals submitted to the service will receive the most detailed scrutiny to
ensure that any development will assist public visitation without compromising the
integrity of the national park.

11. Trade Union Membership

Mr McPHIE asked the Minister for Employment, Small Business and Industrial
Affairs—

“As some 12 months ago the latest Australian Bureau of Statistics figures
showed trade union membership was declining in Queensland, has this trend
continued, does he consider the trend likely to continue in the future and, if so,
what is the reason for this trend?”

Mr LESTER: Since November 1976 there have been three official surveys on the
extent of trade union membership. Those surveys were taken in November 1976, March
to May 1982 and August 1986 by the statistics bureau. The figures from those surveys
show a consistent decline in the proportion of all employees who are trade union
members. The decline is evident across all States and Australia as a whole. In Queensland,
the proportion of all employees who were trade union members declined from 53 per
cent in November 1976 to 45 per cent in August 1986. It is obvious that the unions are
not doing the right thing by their members. The consistent downward trend over such
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a long period is unlikely to have been reversed since the most recent survey was taken
in August of last year.

As with all associations to which people belong, their continued membership depends
on the extent to which the organisation provides benefits to them and also on the costs
that they incur through belonging to the organisation. It seems that, in the case of trade
unions, some may not have served their members’ interests as well as they could have
and may have cost their members a considerable amount in lost wages as a result of
unnecessary disputes. The irresponsible action that was taken by union-leaders during
the SEQEB dispute is certainly a case in point.

The extent to which the downward trend in union membership is therefore likely
to continue in the future will depend on the ability of unions to behave responsibly and
in the interests of their members and, in so doing, encourage employees to remain as
members of a union.

12. Police Station, Mount Crosby/Karana Downs

Mr LICKISS asked the Deputy Premier, Minister Assisting the Treasurer and
Minister for Police—

“What is the timetable for construction and operation of the proposed police
station in the Mt Crosby/Karana Downs locality?”

Mr GUNN: The Department of Works has programmed to call tenders for the
construction of the Mount Crosby Police Station complex during January 1988. The
operation of the police station will depend upon the completion of construction work.

13. Fire Services, Karana Downs/Mount Crosby

Mr LICKISS asked the Minister for Corrective Services, Administrative Services
and Valuation—

“When will adequate fire services be provided to serve the Karana Downs/
Mt Crosby area and, more particularly, when will a fire station be erected and
staffed in this area?”’

Mr NEAL: I am aware of the needs of the area referred to by the honourable
- member. Effective fire services are provided to all urban areas of the State by the State
Fire Services.

The Karana Downs/Mount Crosby area will receive due consideration, together
with other areas of the State, for the provision of funds from the 1988-89 loan program
to establish a fire station.

14. . Tourist Industry
Mr SHERRIN asked the Minister for Tourism, National Parks and Sport—

“With reference to the outstanding performance of the tourism industry in
Queensland—

What are the relevant statistics of the performance of our tourism industry
compared to that of the other Australian States?”

Mr MUNTZ: I am pleased to answer this question today from the honourable
member for Mansfield as it gives me an opportunity to highlight the achievements of
the tourism industry in Queensland.

With regard to travel trends—the Domestic Tourism Monitor, which is a State-by-
State comparison, reveals that over the last seven years Queensland has been growing
at twice the rate of the rest of Australia—that is 6.4 per cent compared to 3.2 per cent.
The main points for the year to 30 June 1987 are—

» The national increase of total domestic visitor nights was 1.9 per cent compared
to Queensland’s 9.8 per cent.
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* Queensland’s share of the domestic market increased from 23.4 per cent to 25.2
per cent.

» NSW/ACT suffered a decline in interstate visitor nights to receive only 28 per
cent, whereas Queensland increased its share to 31 per cent.

» With intrastate visitor nights, Queensland again increased by 14.2 per cent
compared to a national average of just 1.8 per cent.

The domestic traffic through our airports has also increased dramatically, with
Cairns and Coolangatta increasing passenger movements by some 26 per cent and 17
per cent respectively. Throughout the remainder of Queensland a general increase of 6.4
per cent in passenger movements still reflected more trade than that experienced in the
rest of Australia, with just over a 3 per cent increase.

I refer finally to the investment statistics on purely tourism-related projects. While
the New South Wales Tourist Minister, Mike Cleary, has paid Queensland a large
compliment by admitting New South Wales has at last reached the same level of
investment as Queensland, his figures are somewhat wrong. New South Wales has added
into its “purely tourism related projects™ figures from projects such as Darling Harbour.
Were Queensland to list all developments such as World Expo 88 and the Brisbane
International Airport, its figure would certainly exceed $5 billion.

It is clear that Queensland is not only leading the way in tourism and tourism
development, but is also the envy of other States.

15. Junior Coaching Sports Assistance Program
Mr SHERRIN asked the Minister for Tourism, National Parks and Sport—

“With reference to the highly successful Junior Coaching Sports Assistance
Program that operates within his portfolio—

(1) What is the estimated number of young Queenslanders who have benefited
from this program?

(2) What is the amount of Government funds that have been provided for
this scheme since its inception?”

Mr MUNTZ: (1 and 2) As the member for Mansfield has so rightly pointed out,
the Queensland Government’s Encouragement to Sport Scheme has been highly successful
in assisting the youth of the State. In fact, the budget is nearing $6m and is similar to
the national budget for sport. Queensland manages its scheme with a staff of six and
serves a great number of young people. However, the Commonwealth Government
squanders on promotion and administration the same amount as Queensland spends on
youth.

Since the scheme’s inception in 1972, when the Queensland Government introduced
the first assistance scheme for sport in Australia, almost $40m has been distributed via
the 10 measures of assistance that make up the scheme to the 81 recognised State
sporting associations and their affiliated clubs, zones and regions.

It is interesting to note that since the scheme was introduced in Queensland, the
Commonwealth Government and every other State Government have followed suit.
They have seen the value in such a scheme and have endeavoured to follow Queensland’s
programs in assisting young people.

The junior coaching subsidy scheme forms the corner-stone of the assistance packages
to sport. Many, many thousands of junior sportspeople have been financially assisted
under this measure. It has always been this Government’s policy that any reasonable
application received for junior coaching subsidy will be approved, as the Government
firmly believes that correct coaching is the foundation of good sporting achievement.
Subsidy is paid on junior coaching expenditure at the rate of 25 per cent. Since 1972
this subsidy has amounted to $9,735,286. The scheme in Queensland is the envy of
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sportspeople throughout the rest of Australia, where other Governments only pay lip-
service to assisting their dedicated and aspiring junior sportspeople.

16. Lease of Crown Land for Residential Purposes

Mr EATON asked the Minister for Lands, Forestry, Mapping and Surveying—

“(1) Will he seriously consider making Crown land available on a long-term
lease basis for residential purposes, considering the average Land Administration
Commission auction prices of freehold blocks average $20,000?

(2) Will the Government look at the following options, namely, (a) survey
fee: $150, (b) first year rent in advance $150 to $200 and (c) development cost
up to $4,000, which represent a saving of over $15,000 to home owners which
would also create a very large yearly saving in interest rates?”

Mr POWELL: On behalf of the Honourable the Minister for Lands, Forestry,
Mapping and Surveying, and in view of the length of the question, I seek leave to have
it tabled and incorporated in Hansard.

Leave granted.

Whereupon the honourable member laid on the table the following document—

(1) For over 20 years my Government has adopted and followed a policy of disposing of
residential lots under freehold or freeholding title. Such a sale is at or following public
competition and the terms for payment of purchasing price, at the option of the purchaser,
are as follows:

(A) Pay a deposit of 50 per centum of the purchasing price and the stamp duty immediately
at the time of sale and pay the balance of the purchase money in three (3) equal
instalments to include principal and interest at the rate of 10 per centum per annum
on the balance of the purchase money remaining unpaid for the time being.

(B) Pay a deposit of 30 per centum of the purchasing price and the stamp duty immediately
at the time of sale and pay the balance of the purchase money in five (5) equal annual
instalments to include principal and interest at the rate of 11 per centum per annum
on the balance of the purchase money remaining unpaid for the time being.

(C) Pay a deposit of 15 per centum of the purchasing price and the stamp duty immediately
at the time of sale and pay the balance of the purchase money in ten (10) equal annual
instalments to include principal and interest at the rate of 12 per centum per annum
on the balance of the purchase money remaining unpaid for the time being.

(D) Provided the purchase price, stamp duty and deed and assurance fees are paid in full
immediately at the time of sale, a discount of 10 per centum of the purchasing price
will be allowed. However, a deed of grant will not issue over the land until the
development or improvement condition, if any, has been fully complied with.

An alternative method of disposing of residential allotments under the Land Act is under
special lease. In view of the development costs involved, this procedure is not often followed.
The term of a special lease is normally for thirty (30) years and special leases can be freehold
if certain statutory prerequisites are met.

These days residential lots are normally serviced before sale and are sold as serviced lots.

If it were decided to dispose of residential serviced lots otherwise than above, under a
long term leasehold title, an amendment to the Land Act would be required.

In such event it would appear desirable to dispose of residential serviced lots following
public competition. In such case the annual rent of, say, 3% of the purchasing price, would
have to be reserved and such annual rent would normally have to be reappraised at regular
periodic intervals.

Regard would also have to be had in relation to development costs outlaid in servicing
the residential lots.

In my view, the present policy of disposing of freehold or freeholding residential lots is
the correct approach and should be retained. I see no benefit in making serviced residential
lots available on a long term lease basis.

(2) Survey fees these days can be expected to exceed $250 per lot. Normal development
costs (including contribution to roads, drainage services, water, sewerage and electricity) can
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be expected to exceed, say, $12,000 per lot. If a freehold or freeholding title is sold, the survey
costs and the development costs would be included in the upset or purchasing price and such
price is payable as set out above by the purchaser.

If a long term lease approach were to be adopted, then either the survey fees and
development costs would have to be carried by Government, or the purchaser would have to
pay them in cash or on fairly short-term terms.

It is difficult to see how survey fees and development costs can be carried by Government
if all the purchaser is paying is a rent. Many years ago, when perpetual leases were given for
residential lots, such lots were not initially serviced and in a lot of cases the development
costs were borne by councils.

In conclusion, I believe the policy of disposing of serviced residential allotments under
freehold or freeholding title is the correct approach in our present community. The terms and
conditions upon which residential serviced allotments are offered by the Crown are more
beneficial than those offered on the commercial market.

17. Tourism in Mulgrave Electorate
Mr MENZEL asked the Minister for Tourism, National Parks and Sport—

“What are the results of a study conducted into tourism in the Mulgrave
Electorate including a proposal to build a chairlift on The Pyramid at Gordonvale?”

Mr MUNTZ: In March 1987, Queensland Tourist and Travel Corporation personnel
conducted an inspection of tourism potential in the hinterland area of Cairns and the
southern part of the Mulgrave Shire. Enormous potential was identified during this
inspection, including the development of attractions such as—

e Bramston Beach

» Babinda Mill

e The Boulders

» Josephine Falls

* Pyramid Rocks

» Lake Barrine

» Deeral Aboriginal artifacts. Village/museum
 Fishing opportunities.

That survey was carried out at the request of Mr Menzel, who recognises the value to
that area of tourism.

In particular, the natural attractions of the area, for example, the Boulders/Pyramid
Rock provide a significant opportunity to develop further attraction-based tourism
projects to underpin the development of accommeodation in the region. Opportunities
that may exist include the establishment of a mill tour and cane-train ride from Babinda
mill to the Boulders Park. The Deeral Aboriginal project, which already produces high
quality Aboriginal artifacts for the industry, is also likely to provide a major attraction
for the region.

With respect to the chair-lift to Pyramid Rock, it is considered this is an individual
project and any feasibility or further study should be the responsibility of any intending
developer. However, it is the corporation’s view that a major strategy plan for tourism
should be developed for the region to upgrade, and strengthen the attraction base for
the area. At this time corporation funding of such a study is not available. The
corporation’s development division is currently assessing outside sources of funding that
may be available to undertake such a study.

18. Palmerston Highway
Mr MENZEL asked the Minister for Local Government, Main Roads and Racing—

“What is the progress to date on the Palmerston Highway and has a date
been set for the completion of the road and when will the bridge be started on
the final section?”
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Mr HINZE: Work is proceeding according to program on earthworks and drainage
on the final 1.6 kilometre section of reconstruction between Innisfail and Milla Milla.
It is anticipated that this section will be completed in late 1988 or early 1989. Progress
will be dependent on weather conditions in this very wet area. It is anticipated that
work will commence on the bridge before June 1988.

19. Establishment of Prison at Borallon

Mr HENDERSON asked the Minister for Corrective Services, Administrative
Services and Valuation—

“With reference to the proposed Borallon Prison—
(1) Why was Borallon chosen and after what investigations?

(2) What advantages did the site have over others which may have been
considered?

(3) Will the lack of a bus service to the prison be a disadvantage and, if
not, what is the reason?

(4) What benefits will a prison at Borallon confer on the local community?

(5) What does he consider to be the disadvantages and how may they be
alleviated?”

Mr NEAL: (1) A number of sites in south-east Queensland were investigated, but
Borallon was regarded as the one that most met the requirements for the establishment
of a maximum/minimum security prison.

(2) As I indicated in (1), the site met more of the requirements than the other sites
investigated. Some of the areas suggested did not have the facilities to service a prison
of the size contemplated for Borallon. Others were too close to private residences.
Consideration was given to the establishment of two smaller prisons in more decentralised
areas. However, cost factors prevented any such strategy being implemented.

(3) The lack of public transport to the site will be a disadvantage. There are,
however, groups within the community, which with financial assistance from the State
Government, provide transport for families and friends of prisoners who do not have
private transport.

(4) The economic effects on Borallon and its surrounds will be quite significant. It
is anticipated that approximately $5m per annum will be injected into the local community
by way of salaries and, where practicable, by way of contracts for the supply of food
and other maintenance items.

(5) Everything possible will be done by my department to alleviate any inconvenience
that might be caused to nearby residents as a result of the construction of the prison.
The prison will be situated on the site so that it will not be plainly visible from the
perimeter. The latest security devices will be incorporated in its construction to minimise
the possibility of escapes.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The time allotted for questions has now expired.

As the House has had two days of questions upon notice, I now ask all Ministers
to table their answers so that they can be incorporated in Hansard.

Whereupon the following questions and answers were laid on the table—

20. Death of Giant Clams

Mr HENDERSON asked the Minister for Northern Development and Community
Services—

“With reference to recent newspaper reports relating to the death of giant
clams in the vicinity of Lizard Island where some 30 per cent of clams have died
recently—

(1) How extensive is this epidemic of death?
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21.

22,

(2) What is causing it?

(3) What is the Queensland Government doing in order to ensure the survival
of the giant clam?”

Answer—

(1) Instances of premature clam death on Lizard Island were noted in 1984, and rapid
action by the then Minister for National Parks, Mr McKechnie, resulted in the establishment
of “Clam Watch”, a program which resulted in the tagging of 436 clams. As a result of that
program, the deaths of 157, or 36 per cent, of the tagged clam population were monitored. It
was further observed that the great majority of the deaths occurred during the winter months.
It is important to note at this stage that, although clam mortality is very high in certain
places—for example, Lizard Island and Thetford Reef—the phenomenon is by no means
widespread, being limited to only a handful of reefs in the total system.

(2) The chief suspect for the deaths is an as yet unidentified parasite of the genus Perkinsis,
similar to the parasite Perkinsis Marinas responsible for similar fatalities in the commercial
oyster beds of southern California. Perkinsis Marinas infects a large variety of bivalves, but
infection is fatal only in the commercial oyster and a few other species. A Perkinsis-like
organism has been detected in a large variety of bivalves, including the tissues of dead giant
clams, as far south as Heron Island. No such organism has been detected in Moreton Bay.

(3) I praise the efforts and assistance of the relevant Minister, Mr Muntz, the James Cook
University, the Australian Institute of Marine Science and Mr Bob Lester of the University of
Queensland for their contributions to the research. I have informed Mr Muntz of the readiness
of my department and its officers to assist him in any way.

Northern Development has been involved with three giant clam farm projects. Two are
on Fitzroy Island and another is planned for Magnetic Island. These farms can, it is hoped,
resupply depleted areas of the reef.

Board of Secondary School Studies
Mr UNDERWOOD asked the Minister for Education—
“With reference to the Board of Secondary School Studies—

(1) How much money is going to be saved by instructing the board’s various
sub-committees not to meet until further notice because of a shortage of funds
due to the State Budget?

(2) Is this just a ploy by him to ensure his objective of destroying the Board
of Secondary School Studies by effectively shutting down the sub-committees?”

Answer—

(1 and 2) This year’s 1987/88 Budget allocation to the Board of Secondary School Studies
reflects the general budget strategy placed upon all areas of Government.

The staffing of the Board contains a large number of seconded Subject Masters and
teachers and because these are seconded to the Board on a calendar year basis, the number of
seconded staff at the Board for the remainder of 1987 is in excess of the number that the
Budget allows.

The frequency of meetings of Subject Advisory Committees and Subject Sub-Committees
have been reduced. These committees have been requested to reduce their meetings to handle
only essential items for the 1987/88 financial year. It is anticipated that this will save
approximately $20,000 of taxpayer’s money.

The decision to ask Subject Advisory Committees and Subject Sub-Committees to meet
to handle only essential items was made by the Board itself. To suggest that the Board of
Secondary School Studies should be exempt from budget responsibility affecting all elements
of Government is clearly absurd.

Education Officers (Special Duties), Return to Class Room Duties
Mr UNDERWOOD asked the Minister for Education—

“With reference to the returning of teachers to the classroom who have been
staffing areas such as resources, materials development, curriculum development
etc. as a result of the State Budget—

(1) How many such teachers have received notices directing them back to
the classroom?
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(2) From which sections have they been removed?
(3) What is the percentage staff reduction in each section affected?

(4) How many of these highly skilled people have resigned or intend to
resign with the intention of taking higher paid jobs in the private business sector?

(5) Will those returning to the classroom, bearing in mind that many have
been away from teaching for years, be required to take refresher teaching courses
and, if so, at what cost?”

Answer—

23.

(1) It is estimated that approximately 100 to 110 teachers on secondment as Education

Officers (Special Duties) will be required to resume classroom duties from the beginning of
the 1988 school year.

(2) Teachers who will be returning to the classroom are drawn from all sections of the

Department including Head Office Divisions (such as Curriculum Services, Primary Education
and Secondary Education) and Regional Offices.

(3) Across all sections of the Department, approximately one in two (or fifty per cent) of

Education Officers (Special Duties) will return to teaching duties.

(4) This question is unable to be answered. To date there has been little reaction from

officers who will return to teaching next year. As is usual, a small number of teacher resignations
which have been tendered by Education Officers (Special Duties) who are now required to
return to teaching had been anticipated, as the officers concerned had previously indicated
their intention to resign in order to pursue further study, travel for an unspecified period of
time or to undertake other activities for which leave is currently not available.

I have had no indication of whether any officers are leaving for “higher paid jobs in the

private business sector.”

(5) Some of these teachers have been absent from the classroom for periods of approximately

one year only. Very few officers have been on secondment for protracted periods of time. It
is therefore unlikely that the majority of these teachers will experience any serious difficulties
upon their return to teaching,

Furthermore, all such teachers will be granted the full six weeks Christmas vacation period

to allow them sufficient preparation time for their return to teaching duties. It should be
remembered that Education Officers (Special Duties) are professionals, as are classroom teachers,
and as a consequence would maintain their membership of professional associations and their
involvement with in-service activities.

Shire Councils, Discrimination against Heavy Vehicles

Mr SIMPSON asked the Minister for Local Government, Main Roads and Racing—

“(1) Notwithstanding small cracks in the road surface, is it lawful for a shire
council to permanently discriminate against a particular description of traffic,
such as vehicles over 9 tonnes gross vehicle weight, on a council road servicing
an area which has no other road access?

(2) Will such action unfairly discriminate against property owners, builders,
contractors, tourist coaches and truck operators?”

Answer—

24.

(1) The Local Government Act 1936-1987 provides that a Local Authority may close any

road or part of a road permanently or temporarily against any particular description of traffic.

This power may only be exercised, however, where another road is available for use by

such traffic in the place of the road or part of the road that has been closed.

(2) In the circumstances you have indicated—yes.

Local Authorities, Imposition of Charges on Roads

Mr SIMPSON asked the Minister for Local Government, Main Roads and Racing—

“Is it lawful for a local authority to impose a charge on a road which is the
only road or form of access to a township in a shire?”
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If the honourable member could supply more specific information in relation to the matter
in question, I will have it examined.

25. Gas Production in Kemmis Creek Area

Mr RANDELL asked the Minister for Mines and Energy and Minister for the
Arts—

*(1) Are there any plans to drill for and produce gas in the Kemmis Creek
area near Nebo in the Mackay region?

(2) Will he give any other relevant information, for example, time-tabling
and production?

(3) Will the Townsville area be supplied from this source?

(4) Will consideration be given to running a gas pipeline to the Mackay-
Sarina area to supplement future development there?”

Answer—

(1) There are no definite plans for the production of gas from the Kemmis Creek area at
this time.

The Kemmis Creek Area is part of Authority to Prospect 364P held by Median Oil NL
and granted for 4 years from 1st March 1986. The aims of exploration are to prove resources
of methane (coal gas) available in coal seams and to test the ability to extract the gas at a
suitable rate.

Initial exploration has been carried out at Broadmeadow, some 20 km north of Moranbah,
where 3 wells were successfully completed. These wells will be fracture stimulated, dewatered,
and gas production rates assessed later this year.

Further drilling is planned in the Authority to Prospect to highlight areas where coal
seams of the northern Bowen Basin may have greatest gas extraction potential.

The Kemmis Creek area is being considered as a target for future evaluation.
(2) No definite information can be given at this time on time-tabling or production.

There is no doubt that there is a large resource of methane inferred in coal seams of the
northern Bowen Basin. The success or failure of the project will depend on the ability to
extract gas at a suitable rate for economic viability.

(3) Provided there are sufficient resources of methane which can be extracted at suitable
rates and at a reasonable distance from Townsville so that gas can be piped economically,
Townsville could be supplied from this source.

(4) The Mackay-Sarina area could also be supplied from this source, subject to similar
qualifications.

26. Pit Bull Terriers
Mr De LACY asked the Minister for Primary Industries—

“With reference to the recent widespread publicity in the United States in
connection with pit bull terriers and their attacks on people—

(1) How many of these dogs have been imported into Queensland?

(2) How many are currently in quarantine in Queensland?

(3) Is he in agreement with the importation of these dogs into Australia and,
if not, what action does he propose to take to prevent them coming into the
State?”

A‘nswer—
(1) Quarantine is a Commonwealth Government responsibility.

While legislation administered under the Stock Routes and Rural Lands Protection Act
by my colleague the Honourable Bill Glasson, M.L.A., Minister for Lands, Forestry, Mapping
and Surveying, provides this Government with controls on the introduction or keeping of
species exotic to this State, the importation of animals into Australia is a Commonwealth
Government matter. Individual States could put up a case to ban a given breed, species, or
country of origin, but such a case would need to be substantiated.



3584 28 October 1987 Questions Upon Notice

When animals have been released from quarantine stations, they are regarded as ‘landed’
in Australia, and are no longer under movement restrictions in terms of quarantine legislation.

Importation of pit bull terriers into Australia has occurred through New South Wales and
Victoria, but I am not aware that any of these dogs have reached Queensland.

Over the past two years, three pit bull terriers have been imported into Eastern Creek
Quarantine Station, Sydney and a further two are to arrive ex U.S.A. within two weeks. None
of these is destined for Queensland residency.

Thirty pit bull terriers were imported from the U.S.A. via U.K. and Hawaii during the
past two years into Spotswood Quarantine Station, Victoria but none of these was destined
for Queensland residency. :

(2) The quarantine station in Queensland was closed by the Commonwealth Government
on 30 June 1984, and animals to be imported into this State serve any detention periods
elsewhere.

(3) My information relating to attacks on people by pit bull terriers in the U.S.A. indicates
that the animals in question were either specifically trained to attack, or subjected to management
or environments which animal behaviourists indicate can induce aggressive behaviour.

Given this and the comments by the managers of the two quarantine stations ‘that all pit
bull terriers introduced into Australia to date have been placid and very tractable’, I do not
believe that it would be possible to sustain a case to prevent the introduction of this breed.

27. Wealth Tax

Mr BORBIDGE asked the Premier and Treasurer—

“With reference to proposals from within the Federal ALP caucus for the
implementation of a wealth tax—

(1) Does he consider such a proposal, if implemented, would have a dev-
astating effect on economic growth and investment?

(2) Did the Prime Minister, as Parliamentary Leader of the Federal ALP,
give any indication during the Federal Election Campaign that his Government
may implement such a tax?

(3) Have any Members of the ALP in this Parliament expressed opposition
to this latest Labor tax plan?”
Answer—

The deliberate and insidious campaign being mounted within the Federal ALP caucus for
the introduction of a wealth tax represents a serious threat to Australia’s future prosperity.

A wealth tax would crush initiative, enterprise, risk-taking and the incentive to work
harder.

It would destroy capital accumulation and saving.

Even more insidious is the proposal by Senator Walsh, the Minister for Finance, that a
wealth tax would have to be extended to cover the family home if it were to bring in sufficient
revenue for the Government.

This shows that the Labor Government will stop at nothing in extracting every last
possible cent from long-suffering taxpayers to support its addiction to big spending and big
Government.

We should be especially concerned that the Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, has denied that
a capital gains tax would be introduced.

I have no need to remind you what happened when the Prime Minister strenuously denied
that a capital gains tax would be introduced.

The lack of opposition to a wealth tax from the ALP in this Parliament clearly demonstrates
where they stand on this proposal which is at the heart of the socialist philosophy of reducing
everyone in Australia to the same level of mediocrity.

At 3.30 p.m.,,

In accordance with the provisions of the Sessional Order, the House went into
Committee of Supply.
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SUPPLY
Estimates—Ninth Allotted Day
Estimates-in-Chief, 1987-88
Tourism, National Parks and Sport

Department of the Arts, National Parks and Sport

Hon. G. H. MUNTZ (Whitsunday—Minister for Tourism, National Parks and
Sport) (3.30 p.m.): I move—

“That $19,867,000 be granted for ‘Department of the Arts, National Parks and
Sport’.”

I am pleased to be the ministerial head of a portfolio that includes three such
important areas as tourism, national parks and sport. They are closely interrelated, as
they all draw many interstate and international visitors to Queensland. All three make
a significant contribution to the economy of the State. In introducing the Estimates of
my department, I intend to cover these three important areas in order of my portfolio
title.

Firstly, as regards tourism, I am sure that all members in this Chamber will agree
with me when I say that tourism in Queensland is booming and that, as a consequence,
all sectors of society are gaining some benefit. This situation has not arisen accidentally.
Long gone are the days when Australians automatically thought that an overseas tourist
product was better than the home product.

‘Back in 1979 this Government set about creating the climate for the boom of today.
It then created what the Opposition refer to as one of those dreadful quangos—in this
case, the Queensland Tourist and Travel Corporation. But what a quango! It has achieved
results in partnership with private enterprise of this State—the people who do not mind
a hard day’s work and who do not mind a few blisters if there are good prospects for
a fair dollar in return. That is what this State and its successful tourism story are all
about—a partnership between Government and private enterprise.

Of course, Queensland has all the other perfect tourist ingredients, which are hard
to equal around the world, such as abundant sunshine, the world’s best beaches and
coastline, authentic last-frontier country, the best national parks in the southern hemisphere,
the Great Barrier Reef and, more importantly, a stable Government. Where does one
stop when the list is endless, when Queensland’s attractions are compared with those in
other countries? Together they provide the best therapy for twentieth-century stress.
They exist right here in Queensland. We were well out of the blocks and helping to
make it happen when the other States heard the starter’s gun and followed in our wake
with similar quango legislation. In fact, many other States asked Queensland for advice
in that regard.

Since 1979 the corporation has expanded its mandate to promote and market
tourism and travel, to encourage development of the industry, to provide tourism and
travel services and to participate in tourist and travel ventures or development projects.
In the eight years of its existence, the corporation has become the most innovative and
entrepreneurial tourism body in the nation. It is an extremely frugal, cost-effective
organisation.

When the corporation was formed, it had 259 staff. By 1982 the staff level had
reached 290 and it has remained at that level since. It may be said, “Well, so what?”
Let me indicate how the corporation has managed to dramatically increase productivity.

Revenue from the sale of products has increased sixfold. This has enabled the
Queensland Tourist and Travel Corporation to increase the proportion of its budget,
which is self-funded, from 19 per cent in 1979-80 to over 37 per cent last year, and an
expected 42 per cent during this current financial year. In straight dollar terms, that
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represents an amount of $11,500,000. Add this to the $15.13m from consolidated revenue
and the $259,000 carried forward to arrive at the budget of the corporation for this year.

During the life of the corporation, tourism in Queensland has been transformed
from a low-key domestic industry to a multibillion dollar national and international
business. I certainly have no hesitation in placing on record my admiration of the
leadership given the Queensland Tourist and Travel Corporation by its chairman, Sir
Frank Moore, ably supported by a very dedicated and professional team of men and
women working under him.

The tourist industry means jobs and it is now responsible for about 145 000 jobs
in Queensland. The value of tourism to the Queensland economy is $9 billion. Canberra
constantly quotes tourism at 6 per cent of the nation’s Gross Domestic Product, so its
strong standing will be appreciated.

The highly esteemed Boeing report into tourism, commissioned by the Government
and the QTTC, predicts that tourists will spend $21 billion a year in Queensland by the
year 2000. That amount almost equals the present amount that is spent on tourism
across Australia today.

Construction in Queensland is at an all-time high. Some $1.2 billion of tourism
development is currently under construction in the State, with a further $3 billion
committed. About half of all investments in new tourist infrastructure in Australia are
taking place in Queensland. When the investment is narrowed down to tourism
development outside capital cities—in other words, when provincial Australia is compared
with provincial Queensland—the figure jumps to almost 80 per cent. In other words, 80
per cent of the developments are happening here in provincial Queensland.

The infrastructure is there, proof that the Queensland Tourist and Travel Corporation
has lived up to its mandate to help shape and develop a broad-based, sophisticated
tourist industry that is capable of attracting and satisfying visitors from all corners of
the globe. This Government, on behalf of the QTTC, quite rightly takes credit for that
development.

This National Party Government has created an environment that has given business
confidence in Queensland and encouraged massive investment development in tourism.
That investment is now drawing visitors to Queensland in their droves.

In terms of training for the tourism industry, the corporation continues to play an
active role. As a direct result of measures taken by the corporation, the number of
tourism and hospitality courses offered in the State has grown from only 14 in 1981 to
68 last year. Enrolments have jumped from 3 000 to 10 000.

Without a shadow of doubt, the highlight of the last year was the corporation’s
active involvement in moves to establish a Centre for Studies in Travel and Tourism,
with a Chair of Tourism at James Cook University in Townsville. This Chair of Tourism
will be the first in Australia. It is being jointly supported by the Queensland Tourist
and Travel Corporation—this Government—the Australian Tourism Industry Association
and the Australian Federation of Travel Agents. Private enterprise has been encouraged
to donate $4m to fund the project. It will be the first time that funding for formal studies
has come from the industry it seeks to serve.

The Queensland Government, through the Queensland Tourist and Travel
Corporation, is the front runner with an ongoing commitment of $100,000 for research
and $80,000 to assist with the Chair of Tourism each year for the next five years.
Queensland Tourist and Travel Corporation research and development manager, Jeff
Weigh, has been appointed the first director of the Centre for Studies in Tourism and
Travel. I commend him on the expertise and professionalism that he has brought to
that area of the tourist infrastructure in Queensland. The centre will provide a much-
needed focus for tourism research and greater access to tourism data, which will lead to
more effective research in the tourism industry. It is also the first world-class tourism
research and teritiary training facility to be established in the South Pacific region. The
centre is open and takes its first students in 1988. That is what I call a Bicentenary gift
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to Queensland from Queensland. It amounts to a partnership between private enterprise
and Government initiative.

In the areas of publicity—advertising, research and market research; that is the
business of selling tourism—spending by the corporation has increased five times to
$6m. Channelling more money into these areas is a more productive use of funds. More
than $500,000 is currently being spent on a national advertising campaign for the very
successful Sunlover Holidays, which will increase general awareness of Queensland as a
tourist destination and bring more domestic tourist dollars into the State.

Money spent on research is reaping the benefits of increased development investment
in Queensland’s tourist infrastructure. The corporation has taken the terror out of
research by providing easily accessible data on which financiers and developers can base
industry decisions. Marketing by the corporation is taking on a new direction.
Internationally, resources are being channelled into positioning Queensland as a focal
point for South Pacific tourism.

Attention is being given to developing a wider range of packaged holidays more
suited to the different segments of the Australian and New Zealand markets. These
holidays will be more experimental and offer more activities and adventure. A range of
farm holiday packages has also been developed as a pilot program to take advantage of
this growing market.

The corporation has adopted a more aggressive marketing and promotional attitude
towards winning conventions, conferences and seminars, particularly in the blossoming
field of incentive travel. The Queensland Tourist and Travel Corporation’s key role in
encouraging development of world-class convention infrastructure is recognised by the
successful bid by Tourism Brisbane and the Gold Coast Visitors Bureau for the 1991
Lions International Conference, which could bring up to 50 000 visitors to the State.

This financial year, the corporation will provide $1.3m as special assistance to
regional tourist associations. This compares with a mere $121,840 in 1979-80. Tourism
is one industry that is committed to decentralisation—this Government always has been
committed to it—and in fact no other industry is better suited to it. The corporation is
spreading the benefits of tourism across time and space. All regions of Queensland now
benefit all year round, which is very important.

Through its activities, the corporation acts as a seeding organisation. The corporation
has established a high-profile development department to assist investors, developers
and local communities with tourist projects. Again I commend people such as Mr Martin
Cooper, who is now the acting manager of that department. The professionalism, expertise
and management that such people have brought from private enterprise to a Government-
orientated corporation is outstanding.

The corporation’s development and research activities attract investment to the
State. That will continue in the years ahead. That, in turn, attracts more tourists, whose
spending has helped to make tourism the State’s most prosperous industry.

Queensland is geting more visitors, both domestic and international, than ever
before. Last year, although domestic tourism remained our mainstay, 500 000 international
visitors came to Queensland. Boeing predicts that by 1990 that figure will rise to 1.1
million, representing nearly half of all international visitors to Australia. I believe that
Boeing could have perhaps underestimated what will really happen in the 1990s. This
projected increase in the flow of visitors to Queensland will mean 225 000 more jobs
for Queenslanders between 1985 and 2000, with 66 000 of them being created by 1990.
We all have a tourist responsibility. Everyone has heard the saying, “I’ll take you
anywhere twice—the second time to apologise!”. Well, in tourism there is no second
chance. We must do it right the first time. It is a highly competitive industry. Put simply,
if we do not match the needs of visitors, this tourist traffic may well go elsewhere. It
behoves us all to guard against complacency. The industry and the Government have
to go out and sell the attractions and the diversity of this great State.
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Another important area of my ministerial responsibility is the Queensland National
Parks and Wildlife Service, which is responsible for nature conservation in Queensland,
including the day-to-day management of the Great Barrier Reef marine park. Its mandate
is derived from several Acts of Parliament and agreements between the State and
Commonwealth Governments.

In keeping with that mandate, the primary purpose of the service is to, “Advocate
and foster harmony between mankind and our environment, thereby facilitating the well-
being of humanity and safeguarding the integrity of nature”. This purpose statement is
quoted directly from the strategic plan published by the service. It reflects the balanced
approach to conservation which is sought by this Government and ably carried out by
the service.

The operation of the service on a regional basis, with a high level of delegation
afforded to regional directors, enables most of the day-to-day management decisions to
be made at the local level. A positive result of this is a faster response to public needs
and a closer liaison with the tourism and leisure industry in Queensland.

A review of the service’s program management structure during 1986-87 identified
the need for some important new initiatives. Among these was the need to enhance
marketing and fund-raising activities to cater for the increasing demands from the tourism
industry and for the growing popularity of national parks.

In July this year I implemented policies which provided for the regulation of certain
commercial activities on national parks. Increasing use of national parks by film-makers,
tour-operators and food-vendors, etc., had created a number of management problems
for the service. These are now able to be managed through a system of permits and
charges applying to such uses.

Consistent with current Government directions, the service is continuing to encourage
private enterprise to provide facilities on some of our national parks. Several commercial
activities have already been established. These include white-water rafting at Barron
Gorge national park, a cruise operation on Lake Barrine and licensing of a mobile kiosk
at Lake Eacham.

Other projects that are currently under way are the creation of a tourist development
at Heathlands; restaurant facilities at Fleay’s Fauna Centre, which is a world-class
educational and tourist facility and a credit to the service; and St Helena Island. A
further mobile kiosk is also being considered for Josephine Falls.

I have directed the service to give priority during 1987-88 to addressing the growing
need for camping grounds and tourism facilities and to arrange such developments where
they are compatible with the natural values. Tourism is a partner with national parks
and national parks are in partnership with tourism.

The management of financial and other service systems is also undergoing change.
The change focuses on increasing efficiency and effectiveness through the use of modern
technology and operating procedures. Systems to be implemented in 1987-88 include a
revised administration system for the commercial harvesting of kangaroos, Stage 1 of a
computerised records system to operate throughout the State and a networked office
automation system based on microcomputers. A detailed review of the allocation of
resources throughout the service will also be undertaken to ensure that high-priority
programs are adequately supported.

To achieve widespread appreciation and acceptance of the important role that the
Queensland Government plays in relation to conservation management, provision of
education and information is essential. In order to achieve this, the service’s extensive
publication program will continue. Emphasis is shifting from the production of basic
information sheets to more in-depth interpretive publications and signs. Initiatives such
as the quarterly newspaper, Ringtail, and the RNA show display will continue, while
special publications such as the calendar will substantially depend on obtaining appropriate
support from the private sector to underwrite production costs.



Supply (Estimates) 28 October 1987 3589

. Conscious qf the problems associated with increasing human visitation to crocodile
habitats, the service has taken a pro-active approach by providing educational information
by way of distribution of leaflets and erection of warning signs.

Mr Littleproud: It is a pity that people take the signs away.

Mr MUNTZ: That is part of the problem that my department has to face and part
of the ongoing costs. As the honourable member for Condamine has mentioned, it is a
pity that people are not more responsible. The majority of people are responsible, and
those people who abuse the system unfortunately endanger the lives of others.

Field surveillance has increased and research activity is continuing. Research is
essential to understanding the animal and enabling sound management decisions to be
made. The east coast relocation policy which covers the area from Cooktown to
Rockhampton is now in place. A major breakthrough has been achieved in understanding
the response of kangaroo populations to commercial harvest. A population model has
been developed and field validation of the model will continue in the coming year. I
am hopeful that the Commonwealth Government will adopt a more reasonable attitude
towards the matter of kangaroo quotas as my department presents it with an ever-
growing body of scientific data which supports the Queensland Government’s policies.

The preparation of legislation has commenced to allow for management of the
natural resources and recreational potential of Moreton Island. I believe this legislation,
modelled on the successful initiatives introduced in regard to Fraser Island in 1985, is
essential to ensure the long-term protection of the abundant natural values of the island.
I believe it is essential that this Government moves to ensure that Moreton Island is
made available and developed as a national park for the benefit of people in the south-
east corner of Queensland and, in particular, Brisbane. This initiative is another example
of how Queensland is able to manage and protect its natural areas without outside
interference.

The Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service will receive an allocation from
consolidated revenue funding of $18.7m for this financial year. The overall budget
available to the service, including the Special Projects Fund and the Special Standing
Fund, is approximately $26.7m. An amount of $2.1m has been provided from the Special
Projects Fund for such projects as capital works on parks and the acquisition of further
land for park purposes. It is intended to use these funds as follows—

* $626,250 will be spent on the provision of new facilities and the redevelopment
of visitor facilities on many national and environmental parks throughout the
State. These include Eungella, Mount Spec, Josephine Falls, Hinchinbrook
Island, Kondalilla, Natural Arch, Bunya Mountains, Cania Gorge, Mount Zamia,
Noosa, Binna Burra, Main Range, Lady Musgrave Island, Isla Gorge, Porcupine
Gorge, Moreton Island, Blackdown Tableland, Jardine River, Edmund Kennedy,
Mon Repos and Lake Broadwater.

» $416,250 will be provided to construct and renovate staff accommodation
throughout the State. This will enable staff to reside on park sites, thereby
meeting the needs of the visiting public.

» $224,250 will be provided to upgrade fencing, firebreaks and internal roads in
the Central Highlands and Cape York. This will benefit neighbours and is in
keeping with the service’s good-neighbour policy.

» $400,000 will be spent on the development of access roads to national parks.
This money will be paid to participating local authorities that will be responsible
for the carrying out of the actual roadworks. A major contribution will be made
to the Bauhinia Shire for the road to Carnarvon Gorge.

» $424,000 is allocated for the acquisition of national parks, including extensions
to the scenic rim and Mount Maroon; consolidation of Kondalilla and Obi Obi
national parks; and commencement of acquisition of lands adjoining Pumice-
stone Passage.
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During 1987-88, work will commence on the acquisition of lands for a major
environmental park within the Jumpinpin wetlands between Brisbane and the Gold
Coast. This area is a valuable recreational fishery and is also of significant importance
to water-birds. Action is also continuing to acquire parks and reserves within the mulga
region of Queensland to enable the State to have significant national parks in all 13
terrestrial regions of the State.

The third major area of my portfolio concerns sport in Queensland, which plays
an important role in the daily lives of most of the people in this State, whether it be as
a result of their participation in the social, recreational and competitive aspects or
because of their interest in the achievements of others.

Mr De Lacy: Do you think we will win the Sheffield Shield?

Mr MUNTZ: Of course we will win the Sheffield Shield. We have done it before
and we will do it again.

Mr Prest: In what year did we win a Sheffield Shield?

Mr MUNTZ: We won it in spirit.

In today’s ever-changing society, with its frustrations, tensions and stress, sport can
provide an outlet to alleviate some of the unacceptable side-effects of our life-style and
can also be beneficial in contributing to the general health of the community.

Traditionally, sport has been served by a vast army of voluntary workers who
provide so much of the money and energy necessary to keep sport operating throughout
this State. I pay tribute to all those in this State who serve sport in that unselfish,
volunteer capacity. They are the backbone of our sports structure.

The Queensland Government was the first Government in Australia to recognise
that Government had a role to play in assisting sport to become more proficient in all
areas, whether it be coaching, administration, umpiring or refereeing, so that sport would
be better equipped to meet the challenge of the 1980s. We were the first Government
to create an effective Ministry and Division of Sport and to become the pace-setter in
Australia in providing financial support on a regular basis to that vast volunteer army
of sportspeople.

Since the initial measures of assistance were introduced in 1972, the original
encouragement to sport scheme has been augmented, added to and upgraded so that
now there are the following 10 measures of assistance that make up the scheme—

(1) Subsidy assistance for the coaching of juniors in sport—$1 for each $4
expenditure by the sport, with a maximum subsidy of $3,750 per club per
sport.

(2) Subsidy assistance for the provision of facilities for playing of the sport—S$1
subsidy for each $5 expenditure by the sport.

(3) Grants to the recognised State governing body of sport to assist in sending
properly selected State teams out of the State.

4) Grants to the recognised State governing body of sport to assist with the
staging of national and international events here in Queensland.

(5) Subsidy assistance to the recognised State governing body of sport to assist
with administration costs—$1 subsidy for each $2 expenditure by the State
body, with a maximum limit of $200 per week.

(6) Subsidy assistance to the recognised State governing body of sport to assist
with the employment of State directors of coaching—$1 subsidy for each $2
expenditure by the State body, with a maximum limit of $200 per week.
Consideration can also be given under this measure for subsidy assistance
on the employment of regional directors of coaching in some sports.
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(7) Subsidy assistance to the recognised State governing body of sport to assist
it in running seminars for officials, that is referees, umpires, administrators,
coaches, etc.—$1 subsidy for each $2 expenditure by the State body, with a
maximum of $3,500 subsidy payment in any one financial year.

(8) Grants to gifted sportspeople—State open-age standard.

(9) Grants to assist with the staging of Queensland State titles, championships
or events of equivalent status in regional or provincial areas.

(10) Grants are provided under the regional sports talent assistance scheme to
talented junior sportspeople who have the potential to attain State age
standard.

In terms of all measures, funds are directed to properly constituted State sporting
bodies and their affiliated clubs, zones and regions that participate in open, organised
and competitive sport in Queensland. At present, there are 81 separate and distinct
sports acknowledged and assisted by my department in terms of the guide-lines laid
down by the Government for the administration of the scheme.

These measures reflect the Government’s philosophy that the funds appropriated
for the scheme be distributed to sport on the basis of the greatest good for the greatest
number and at the same time embrace the youth area of sport as a first priority. For
example, last financial year, about 36 per cent of the assistance funds were directed to
the youth area for coaching assistance. Also, new or additional facilities for playing sport
were subsidised to an amount exceeding $1.2m. This measure had an input to the
construction of facilities for projects throughout the State in the 1986-87 financial year
valued at over $6m.

Both of those measures are of benefit to sport at the grassroots level in all areas of
the State. They have an important flow-on effect of providing facilities that become the
focus for community life and activity. The capital facilities program also provides for
many man-hours of employment throughout the State.

The three levels of government—Commonwealth, State and local—all have a
responsibility to provide assistance to sport. The role of each level of government fits
into a broad framework that sport readily understands. It is a logical pattern, because
sport has its national, State and club framework. Hence, the Commonwealth Government
finds the funding for national teams travelling overseas to world championships; sports
administration costs at national body level; national coaching programs; the staging of
international and world events in Australia; the national high performance sportspersons;
and national standard sports facilities.

Complementing the Federal Government area are the States with their individual
sports assistance policies and programs. I have outlined this Government’s assistance
scheme and the philosophy behind that scheme.

The Committee can be assured that the Queensland scheme is the envy of both
sport and Government in the other States of Australia. It delivers the assistance where
it counts: on the sports-fields and in the administration of the sport.

An examination of the annual reports of other States will show that each State has
a large departmental apparatus with all the earmarks of a bureaucratic empire to deliver
its sports benefits, all of which must be paid for at the cost of eroding the funds available
for direct assistance to sport.

I do not question the need for sport to gain expertise and to develop new techniques.
However, I do make the point that Governments should assist sport to develop itself
and not attempt to play Big Brother by employing so-called experts to tell sport what
they think it should do. Sport has the expertise, knowledge and will to direct its own
course and is constitutionally empowered to do so. What the sports need is a financial
assistance package to help them get on with the job at hand.

One of the important aims in administering the Government’s Encouragement to
Sport Scheme is not to interfere with sport in its executive role. I know that sport in
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Queensland appreciates that philosophy. Local authorities throughout the State also have
a role to play in assisting sport at regional and club level, and councils throughout the
State provide assistance to their local sporting groups in many and varying ways. There
is evidence that progressive councils are doing much in their areas to foster the
development of sport.

The Government’s sports dollar is found from consolidated revenue and from the
Sports and Youth Trust Fund which is made up from the revenue received from the
Soccer Pools and Gold Lotto.

In 1987-88, it is proposed to expend $4.97m in servicing the State’s sports assistance
scheme. Projected expenditure will be—

$

1. Junior coaching .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .......... 1200000
2. Capital facilities .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .......... 1200000
3. State teams travel .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 500,000
4. Staging national events .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 126,000
5. State administration costs .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 500,000
6. State directors of coaching .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 580,000
7. State SemMINars .. .. .. .. ..o oie e e e e 90,000
8. Gifted sportspeople .. .. .. . e e e 550,000
9. Regional talent as51stance scheme e 90,000
10. Regional State championships .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 68,300
Special allocations—

Grant to the Sports Medicine Federation.. .. .. .. .. 10,100

Contribution to the decentralised units of the Australian
Institute of Sport in Queensland (diving and squash) 58,200

Total $4,972,600

The 81 sports that are played in all areas of the State will benefit from the funds
available to the scheme on an overall “greatest good for the greatest number” basis,
with a small proportion of special funding for the shop window of sport—the high-
performance State and national champions.

I give a firm assurance that the State Government will not interfere in sport’s
traditional and constitutional role of implementing its aims and objectives either
individually or collectively My department’s record of encouragement and assistance to
sport under the prov151ons of the Encouragement to Sport Scheme is a proud one, and
one that is unequalled in Australia.

As honourable members are aware, my department has responsibility for other areas
such as the film and video registration office, the National Estate program in Queensland
and the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust. An account of their continuing activities is
given in the department’s annual report which was tabled on 16 October.

In conclusion, I thank the staff of the Department of the Arts, National Parks and
Sport and its statutory authorities, Mr Stan Wilcox and Mr Pat Smith, the under secretary
and deputy under secretary of the department, as well as members of my parliamentary
committees for their assistance since my appointment to the portfolio in December last
year.

I look forward to constructive contributions by honourable members to this Estimates
debate.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I desire to inform honourable members that, on the Vote
proposqd, I will allow a full discussion on all of the Minister’s departmental Estimates
(Consolidated Revenue, Trust and Special Funds, and Loan Fund).

For the information of honourable members, I point out that the administrative
acts of the dqpart.ment are open to debate, but the necessity for legislation and matters
involving legislation cannot be discussed in Committee of Supply.
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. Mr MACKENROTH (Chatsworth) (4.01 p.m.): In the comments that I make, if I
criticise the Government, I hope that the Minister accepts it as constructive criticism.
That is the way in which my comments are made.

Firstly, I congratulate the three people who were mentioned by the Minister—Stan
Wilcox, Pat Smith and Gary Gilbert—on their promotions. Over the years, I have dealt
with those three gentlemen in their work as public servants and I, as a member of the
Opposition, have always found them to be very easy to deal with.

I commence by asking a question of the Minister. I am not attempting to be smart
or pinpricking, but in the annual report that the Minister tabled two weeks ago, the
financial statement showed an amount of $4,500,900 having been expended by the
Division of Sport. However, that statement also shows that the amount expended for
1986-87 was $4,972,600. When I read that, I wondered whether some money may have
come from a different account that I had not picked up. However, today the Minister
cited the amount of money to be expended on sport in 1987-88 as being $4,972,600.
When he replies, I would appreciate the Minister’s informing me whether the amount
that is being expended on sport this year is the same as last year or whether it has been
increased by the inflation rate, which I assume is the case if the amount has been
increased from $4.5m to $4.9m.

The Queensland Government really crows about the fact that in 1972 it started the
Encouragement to Sport Scheme. I agree that it was the first Government in Australia
to start such a scheme. However, it is sad that the Minister attempted to criticise other
Governments in Australia by saying that he had six people on his staff in that division
and by trying to compare that with the staff of other State Government departments. I
have read the annual reports of the sports departments in the other States and I do not
see how a comparison can be made. Other States combine the racing department with
the sports department or the recreation department with the sports department. It is
very difficult to compare the expenditure in Queensland with the expenditure in other
States. Each State has a different set-up. It is difficult to put the two of them together
and then say, “Well, this State is doing a better job than any other State.”

I give credit to the Queensland Government. I am a sports administrator and I
know the job that is being done. I firmly believe that it is time that the Government
had a close look at its assistance scheme for sport and at the need to expand the way
in which financial assistance is given to clubs. I would be the first to agree that it would
be very difficult to get any sporting club to complain that the Queensland Government
is giving it money! All people involved with sport appreciate the Government’s assistance.
However, I do not think that the scheme presently operating is the best one available.
I say that because the present scheme—particularly in regard to assistance to junior
coaching—is being manipulated by the clubs that know how to use the system.

I think that all members in this Chamber, including the Minister for Sport and
previous Ministers, know the tricks that different sporting clubs get up to in order to
get money out of the scheme. I do not think that people should have to do that in order
to get money from the Government. I will not say what the tricks are, because clubs
may think that I am dobbing them in.

All honourable members are involved in some way in sporting clubs in their
electorates and are certainly aware of the way in which people manipulate the system
that presently operates. In spite of that, nobody wants to do anything about it, simply
because at least money is being given by the Government to sporting clubs. However,
that is not good enough as a way to go about distributing funds. Clubs at the bottom
end of the scale, because they do not have the smart operators on the board of directors
or on their management committees, are not getting assistance. Those clubs do not know
how to use the scheme.

It is about time the Government found a new way of directing assistance to sporting
clubs, especially junior sporting clubs. I suggest that it could be done on a per capita
basis for sports that have registered junior players. Perhaps the Government could look
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at a way of distributing funds to those sports from the State level, through the association
level, and down to the club level. If the Government did that, a fairer system of getting
money out to each and every sporting club would result.

The sporting association that I am involved in received approximately $378 from
the Division of Sport during the last financial year. Members of the club’s committee
thought that that was just wonderful because assistance had been obtained. I am not
knocking that assistance, because it is good; but I look at the level of assistance that is
given to other organisations, such as roller-skating rinks, that receive $3,750. They are
really private enterprise organisations which set up a club and use the financial assistance
to pay wages to people who teach roller-skating. Those organisations can get $3,750,
which is 10 times the amount that my sporting association can obtain, yet the sporting
association I am involved in caters for 2 500 people, 1 000 of whom are in the junior
ranks. When the association I am involved in receives an amount of $378 while other
organisations receive a larger amount, I do not think that that is a fair system. It is
certainly true that the money is being distributed, but I do not think that it is being
distributed fairly.

The Government should look at establishing a new system. I say that in the hope
that my comments are taken as constructive criticism of the scheme that presently
operates, and are taken in a constructive spirit. As a person who is involved in sport, I
would like to see Government money being distributed among the greatest number of
people—thereby ensuring that as many people as possible receive some assistance.

I ask all honourable members to stop and think about this: recently, I received
~ from the Minister a list of those who will receive assistance from the Government this
financial year. Honourable members need to think about sporting clubs in their electorates
that do not appear on that list. They are the organisations I would like to see receive
some assistance. Quite frankly, the major portion of funds for coaching assistance—and
that is what it is called—is not really going into coaching assistance; it is going into the
administration and running of clubs, and into building up the facilities of those clubs.
I doubt that anyone could prove me wrong about that.

This Government spends millions of dollars on racing. Just recently I became aware
that the Government made a gift of $30,000 to the Roma race club, which holds two
meetings a year. Compare that with the measly assistance that is given to sport. When
I have raised this matter before, the argument has been that the racing industry must
get that assistance because the money comes from the TAB. That is a very false argument.
The fact of the matter is that this Government receives, by way of raffle tax from
sporting clubs, exactly the same amount that it gives back to those clubs as coaching
subsidies. Sporting clubs are receiving from the Government the money that they
originally gave to the Government as raffle tax. Naturally, different clubs will pay different
amounts and receive different amounts. The raffle tax should be abolished.

The Government should consider making more money available for sport. The
reality is that this Government amasses enormous amounts of money from the licensing
fees it charges sporting clubs. It receives that money because people drink in those clubs.
The argument that the Government uses in relation to the TAB is not used in this case.
It does not say, “Let’s put some of that money back into sport.”

One of the other things that I would like to raise concerning sport, and which quite
upsets me, relates to the amount of media coverage that is given to women. I think that
the relationship of women in sport——

Mr Littleproud: Have they got long dresses?

Mr MACKENROTH: That would be a stupid comment from the honourable
member; there is no doubt about that. That is the real problem with women’s sport—
male chauvinists like the honourable member. There is no doubt at all that chauvinistic
statements like that——

A Government member interjected.
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Mr MACKENROTH: It will be in Hansard tomorrow, do not worry about it.
If honourable members look at the Sports Extra section of the Courier-Mail——

Mrs Nelson: How many women have you got over there?

Mr MACKENROTH: I am talking about women in sport.

In the Sports Extra section of the Courier-Mail of Monday, 19 October, only 5 per
cent of the total coverage was given to women. More than 50 per cent of that 5 per
cent was taken up by a picture of a nice young lady. The associated article contained
only one line in which she said that she disagreed with a levy. However, as she is a
nice looking girl her picture, which is equivalent to more than 50 per cent of the total
space attributed to women’s sports, appears in that section.

Last Monday’s Sports Extra section of the Courier-Mail devoted 2Y%: per cent of its
total coverage to women’s sport. That is a disgrace. As I have said previously, I am
involved in a women’s sporting organisation. It is one of the largest sporting associations
in Queensland. The Sunday Sun is the only newspaper that will cover that association’s
sporting activities.

Mrs Nelson: There is no-one up in the press gallery.

- Mr MACKENROTH: I do not care. They would not print it, anyway.

The Federal Government produced a 100-page report about the lack of media
coverage of women’s sport. The Courier-Mail devoted three paragraphs to that report.
There is no doubt about it, that newspaper stands condemned.

Mr Muntz: Women in sport in Queensland are far better off than those in any
other State. We don’t discriminate against them at all.

Mr MACKENROTH: I know the Government does not discriminate.

I will return to my point about different people receiving different amounts of
money; men’s bowls received $1.5m, women’s bowls received $144,000; men’s cricket
received $860,000, women’s cricket received $11,000.

Mrs Nelson: That is because the men who are running the organisations make the
decisions about who gets the money. Who can change that?

Mr MACKENROTH: I ask the member for Aspley not to get upset. I am not
criticising the Government for the fact that the Courier-Mail reports in that manner; I
am talking about community attitudes.

The report on women in sport really sums up the attitude of Australians to women
in sport. The report states that, in the Geelong triathlon in November 1984, the first
male competitor home received two return tickets to Hawaii; the first woman received
a bicycle. They were running in the same race. The only chance the woman had of
receiving the trip was if her husband won the race. That is only the start; things get
worse. In the 1985 Devonport triathlon the first male home received tickets to Hawaii,
the first woman received a trophy and the first junior male received a trip to Melbourne.
That is an example of community attitudes.

This year I was at the State netball titles and newspaper staff turned up to cover
the sport. I will not mention the particular newspaper because the attitude of all of them
is the same. Many photographs were taken of the games. One of the problems of getting
good photographs of netball comes about because photographers are not sent along often
enough to gain experience with the sport. They know how to take photographs of Rugby
League because three photographers are at every game, but they do not know how to
take good photographs of netball. On this occasion many photographs were taken but
the very best thing that came out of it was that the photographer was sent back on the
Monday to find one particular girl to see if she was prepared to be featured as a model
in Blitz. There was no coverage of the sport.
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Honourable members can examine the sports coverage of the Courier-Mail, the
Daily Sun or any of the rest; it is all the same. Last week-end the State female softbail
titles were held in Cairns. The only mention of that in the press was the results that
were given to the newspaper by the sporting organisation. The thousands of people in
this State who play softball would have been very interested to know what happened in
Cairns. The largest participation sport in Queensland is netball, yet it receives no press
coverage.

Mr Muntz interjected.

Mr MACKENROTH: I can tell the Minister that there is nobody in the press
gallery, and, even if there were, they would not report this speech, anyway.

The fact is that the largest story on netball in the last 10 years was not about the
fact that Australia had won five out of eight world netball titles but the fact that netball
associations will not allow mixed netball on their courts. The associations will allow
men’s netball but not mixed netball, that is, men and women playing in the same team.
I have yet to see women and men on the same team running around Lang Park or
playing cricket over at the Gabba. I think if anyone suggested that, the people of
Queensland and the media would laugh at them. The biggest story given to women’s
netball in the last two years is the one I am h