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156 Matters of Public Interest [30 AUGUST 1979] Ministerial Statement 

mURSDA Y, 30 AUGUST 1979 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Muller, 
Fassifern) read prayers and took the chair 
at 11 a.m. 

PAPER 
The following paper was laid on the 

table, and ordered to be printed--
Repor,t of the Commissioner of Land Tax 

for 1978-79. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 

ThA YELLING EXPENSES 

Hon. W. D. UCKISS (Mt. Coot-tha­
Minister for Justice and Attorney-Genera!) 
(11.2 a.m.): Mr. Speaker, I wish to correct a 
gravely anomalous impression concerning 
ministerial expenses that has been created, 
and indeed promulgated, by members of the 
Opposition. 

This snide operation was started recently 
when Opposition members, obviously unable 
to understand .the simplest of financial state­
ments, misread and misinterpreted a state­
ment relating to my own travel commit­
ments that had been tabled earlier in this 
House as part of ·an overall document 
relating to ministerial travel. That repor,t, 
tab!:::d in Parliament on 7 December 1978, 
included a sum of $15,933 as my 
"incidentals". 

There is a clear notation on the statement 
saying that an amount of $15,117 was 
advanced for an overseas visit not com­
pleted by 30 June 1978. The notation added 
that that amount would be apportioned in 
the 1978-1979 statement of travelling 
expenses. 

Mr. Speaker, the plain facts arc that the 
sum of $15,117 was credited on the return 
for the financial year of 1978-1979. The 
disposition of the advance was-moneys 
refunded $9,610, and expenses $5,507. These 
expenses appear under the appr_opriate hea4-
ing in the 1978-1979 return. Agamst the cred1t 
of $15,117 on the current return appear 
actual expenses incurred in the period for 
"incidentals", being $2,405, leaving a net 
credit of $12,712 for that period under that 
heading. 
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The mischief that has been deliberately 
perpetrated by the A.L.P. would not have 
arisen if honourable members from the 
other side of the House had demonstrated 
a juvenile ability to interpret a simple 
financial s'tatement. If any honourable mem­
ber over there is wondering why such a 
large amount was returned by me at the 
end of my overseas trip, it is because some 
of the expenses were met initially by the 
Agent-General's Office and the Canadian 
portion of my tour was curtailed substantially. 

I would again like to point out that my 
incidental expenses for the financial year 
1978-1979 total $2,405-a long way short 
of the $15,000 figure maliciously plucked 
out of the air by those honourable gentle­
men opposite. In fact, total expenses under 
the heading of "incidentals" for the two 
periods, 1977-1978 and 1978-1979, are $3,221, 
being the difference between the charge of 
$15,933 and the credit of $12,712. 

This is the typ~ of vilification used so 
frequently by members of the A.L.P. to 
unjustly denigrate members of this Govern­
ment in a bid for cheap political gain. By 
contrast, I will always remember the pitiful 
silence from the other side of this House 
when it was shown that the A.L.P. had 
used the poor old Australian Pensioners 
League for its own financial gain. 

Finally, may I say to the honourable mem­
ber for Sandgate (Mr. Warburton) and his 
class-mates that it is high time that they 
undertook an elementary course in account­
ing before they continue to misconstrue any 
issue where figures are involved and thereby 
wilfully mislead the public. 

PETITION 

PROPOSED DISSOLUTION OF LIVINGSTONE 
SHIRE CouNCIL 

Mr. HARTWIG (Callide) presented a peti­
tion from 2,250 electors of the Livingstone 
Shire, praying that the Parliament of Queens­
land will dissolve the council of the Shire of 
Livingstone, appoint an independent adminis­
trator and shortly thereafter elect a new 
council. 

Petition read. 

Mr. HARTWIG (Callide) (11.7 a.m.): 
Before moving that the petition be received, 
let me say that the petition was presented 
in a very serious atmosphere, and signed by 
people----

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The honourable 
member is permitted only to move a formal 
motion. 

Petition received. 

DISTING DISHED VISITORS 

PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION FROM THE 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable members, I 
am pleased to welcome on your behalf a 

parliamentary delegation from the Solomon 
Islands led by the Honourable Dr. Francis 
Kikolo, M.P. 

I am sure that we all wish the delegation 
a very pleasant and informative tour through­
out Southern Queensland. 

Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

QUESTIONS UPON NOTICE 

1. STATE SERVICE SUPERANNUATION FUND 
Mr. Casey, pursuant to notice, asked the 

Deputy Premier and Treasurer-

2. 

With reference to the State Service 
Superannuation Fund, what payments did 
the State Government make into the fund 
in relation to (a) subsidy on contributions 
of members and (b) interest on investments, 
what amount was invested by members in 
new contributions, and what was the total 
amount of capital currently lodged in 
investments during 1978-79? 

Answer:-
The figures for 1978-79, including those 

for the State Service Superannuation Fund, 
are in the course of being finalised for 
publication in September. 

I would not wish to quote unofficial 
unaudited figures at this stage, but, 
should the Honourable the Leader of 
the Opposition be unable to ascertain the 
figures he requires from the published 
documents when they become available, I 
would be happy to supply them to him. 

CIGUATERA POISONING 
Mr. Powell, pursuant to notice, asked the 

Minister for Health-
(1) Is ciguatera poisoning confined to 

Queensland's coastal waters or can it 
occur in reef fish in other parts of the 
world? 

(2) Is there a particular season during 
which the poisoning occurs? 

(3) Is the poisoning serious? 
(4) Should there be some form of 

warning to fish eaters that they may 
contract the poisoning at certain times? 

Answers:-
(1) This poisoning is not confined to 

Queensland waters and it can occur world 
wide, mainly from eating fish from tropical 
waters. 

(2) Due to cold storage of ftsh for sale, 
ciguatera poisoning can occur at any time, 
but toxin formation in fish occurs more 
frequently in autumn and winter. 

(3) The victims are distressed to varying 
degrees according to the amount of toxin 
ingested. Some are severely distressed. No 
proven fatalities are known to have 
occurred here in the experience of depart­
mental officers. 
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(4) The overall problem related to the 
public health aspect of ciguatera poisoning 
is under active consideration by my depart­
ment and this will be further considered 
by an inter-departmental committee, which 
will investigate the overall management of 
this problem, including the desirability and 
nature of any warnings to be issued to the 
public. 

3. NAVIGATION AIDS, URANGAN BOAT 
HARBOUR 

Mr. PoweU, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Maritime Services and 
Tourism-

(!) Will he have officers of his depart­
ment investigate as a matter of urgency 
the intensity of the warning beacons and 
lead lights on Moon Bank and Woody 
Island and of those associated with the 
Urangan small-boat harbour? 

(2) If the intensity of these lights is 
found to be unsuitable for the craft 
using this area, will he take steps to have 
them upgraded? 

Answer:-
(! & 2) Moon Point Bank carries a 

Simplex light fitted with a large-capacity 
lamp giving a visible range of 1 t to 
2 miles. Woody Island has a lighthouse 
with a sectored light of 21 miles range. 
To the north of Woody Island, Datum 
Rock is marked with a Seagull light with 
a range of 2t to 3 miles. Between Datum 
Rock light and Round Island the point 
of the bank is marked with a Simplex 
light with a range of 1 to 1 t miles. The 
breakwater extremities at the entrance to 
Urangan Boat Harbour both carry a 
Seagull light with visibility of 2t to 3 
miles. 

This area is used entirely by small craft, 
and between Moon Point Bank and the 
boat harbour at least two lights should 
be visible at all times. The ever-increasing 
background lighting in harbours has posed 
a very difficult problem for navigation 
authorities throughout the world. It is 
agreed that at Urangan this problem is 
acute. Upon assessment of a solar-powered 
navigation light test programme now 
being undertaken in the Whitsunday 
Islands, and the availability of funds, some 
improvement in the power output of 
existing facilities may be possible. 
However, there is no way that the problem 
can be completely overcome. 

The Maryborough area has more 
navigation lights than any other port in 
Queensland outside of Brisbane. These 
lights are practically all for the benefit 
of small craft. In view of the higher 
priorities for work in other areas, it is 
considered that further expenditure in this 
port is not warranted at this stage. 

4. MATERNITY SECTION, BUNDABERG 
BASE HosPITAL 

Mr. Powell, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Health-

(!) What stage has been reached in the 
planning for the new maternity section of 
the Bundaberg Base Hospital? 

(2) As the existing operating theatres 
are fully committed, is it planned to 
include an operating theatre in the new 
facility? 

Answer:-
(1 & 2) The preparation of the planning 

brief for the new maternity section of the 
Bundaberg Hospital and consideration of 
the need for the provision of an operating 
theatre in that section are nearing 
completion. 

5. EFFECT OF A.L.P. RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT PoLICY 

Mr. Austin for Mr. Scassola, pursuant to 
notice, asked the Deputy Premier and 
Treasurer-

(1) Is he aware that State ownership 
of high-risk resource development projects 
is A.L.P. policy, as expressed in its 1979 
policy, which is binding on the Leader of 
the Opposition and the Parliamentary Labor 
Party? 

(2) Will the implementation of such 
a policy involve the commitment of huge 
amounts of taxpayers' money and, in 
particular, will it mean the imposition of 
massive increases in taxation on the 
Queensland community? 

Answers:-
(1) In answer to the honourable mem­

ber's question on the A.L.P.'s policy on 
the State ownership of high-risk resource 
development projects in Queensland, and 
also on whether the implementation of 
such a policy would involve huge com­
mitments of taxpayers' money-! think the 
A.L.P. policy is a clear warning to all 
businessmen in the community and to all 
taxpayers that the A.L.P. is totally com­
mitted to the destruction of the free­
enterprise system. 

On page 26 of its policy document it 
is clearly stated-

"That committees be formed to 
examine the social and economic 
advantages of forming statutory bodies 
to become involved in mining and 
secondary manufacturing industries in 
Queensland." 

In other words, the A.L.P. policy is to 
replace private enterprise in the manu­
facturing and mining industries with Gov­
ernment-controlled statutory bodies. Of 
course, it is to be expected that the A.L.P. 
would have such a platform. It is 
completely in accordance with the socialist 
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doctrine of that party, a doctrine which, 
like so many others that it has, would 
never be acceptable to the majority of 
thinking Queenslanders who live in and 
cherish the free-enterprise system which has 
been developed, encouraged and nurtured 
by successive Governments in Queensland 
for over 20 years. 

This particular policy of the A.L.P. is 
not only philosophically unacceptable; it 
also ignores the practicalities associated 
with resource development, both physical 
and financial. I am sure that the policy­
makers of the A.L.P. must be aware of 
this and the one big consolation that the 
Leader of the Opposition and his stalwarts 
here in this House must have is that it 
is extremely unlikely that they will ever be 
put in a position of having to put the 
policies of their masters, the Trades Hall, 
mto effect. 

(2). In answer to the second part of the 
questiOn, the financial and economic 
imr:lications of implementing the A.L.P. 
pohcy ~re, to say the least, mind-boggling. 
There Is absolutely no way in which the 
Sta~e by itse!f could find the necessary 
c~pJ~al, . physical resources or expertise 
w1thm Its own boundaries to embark on 
this sort of exercise, even with massive 
tax increases, which, as the honourable 
member implies, would be an option that 
would have to be considered. 

There is only one way in which the 
best resources of this State can be 
developed successfully and in an orderly 
fashion to the benefit of all Queenslanders. 
That is by a close and understanding 
partnership between Government and 
industry. Industry supplies the capital 
resources necessary for the actual develop­
ment of the resource itself and takes 
whatever risks are associated with it. The 
Goy~rnment, in co-operation with industry, 
facilitates the provision of the basic 
infrastructure. It is a joint venture in 
which neither party can succeed in its 
objecti.ves without mutual co-operation, 
goodwill and understanding. The success 
of this approach is evident in the results 
that have been achieved and I am sure 
that Queenslanders would not readily 
accept the alternative offered by the A.L.P. 

The A.L.P. policy document is full of 
anti-business and anti-free-enterprise senti­
ment. My assessment of the document is 
that it is full of high-sounding policies 
that would cost the earth to provide and 
would raise the taxes of all Queenslanders. 
With policies like that, it is no wonder 
that Mr. Hayden told the State A.L.P. 
conference in Rockhampton that the 
Queensland Branch had the worst electoral 
record of any branch in Australia. The 
Federal President of the A.L.P., Mr. Batt, 
also told delegates that the conference and 
its policies were not representative of the 
people and out of touch with the wishes 
of most Queenslanders. 

I hope that all businessmen, small and 
large, will take the time to seriously 
examine and contemplate the A.L.P. 
policies. 

6. COONARR CREEK WEIR 

Mr. Blake, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Maritime Services and 
Tourism-

(1) With reference to requests made by 
the Bundaberg branch of the Wildlife 
Preservation Society of Queensland, arising 
from a public meeting of 250 concerned 
citizens, will he ensure that the dam or 
weir across Coonarr Creek is breached 
sufficiently to restore tidal flow and protect 
the creek's ecology? 

(2) Will he make available for public 
scrutiny all available documents relating 
to the granting of approval for the weir, 
including the report that local officers of 
the Department of Harbours and Marine 
would have made of this area and the 
advice that led to the granting of approval? 

(3) Will he instruct his department to 
re-investigate the matter and reconsider 
the advisability or not of extending a per­
mit that has now expired, and consider 
the Act of proposals dealing with environ­
ment-al maJtters and guide-lines the Gov­
ernment introduced in 1975? 

(4) Will he consider the land use study 
the Government undertook in 1976 of 
the area from Maryborough to the Elliot 
River, giving particular consideration to 
that part of the report proposing a national 
park for almost all of the land ·from 
Coonarr Creek to Theodolite Creek, with 
fishing as one of the recreations to be 
enjoyed? 

(5) Will he ensure that a full inquiry 
into matters leading to the granting of 
approval for the weir is carried out and 
that no backdating or gazettal of an 
extension of the expired approval is made 
pending publication of the results of such 
an inquiry? 

Answer:-
(1 to 5) Firstly I must say that I 

have already received \appropriate :repre.. 
sentations from t·he member for the area 
(Hon. C. A. Wha11ton) \a!ld also from 
the membe1- for Isis (Mr. Powell) in rela­
-tion to this matter. Through them I have 
arranged io meet a deputation this week 
from the Wildlife Preservation Society of 
Queensland. 

The granting of approval, as the honour­
able member well knows, for the construc­
tion of the weir across Coonarr Creek was 
given only after considemtion of the views 
of the relevant authorities in 1973. 

In considering the application for con­
struction, my department of Harbours and 
Marine took into consideration not only its 
own views but the views of the then 
Fisheries Branch of the Department of 
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Primary Industries, the Land Adminis­
tration Commission, and the Woon­
garra Shire Council, none of which raised 
any objections to its construction, and 
the approval of the Governor in Council 
was subsequently granted. An extension of 
the time for construction of the weir was 
approved by the Governor in Council in 
1977 and a further extension is necessary 
in view of the fact that construction was 
not completed within the time then 
granted. 

Since the matter became an issue in the 
area, as to its effect on fisheries, I ini•tiated 
further inquiries and it has been reported 
to me by departmental experts that the 
matter is seen in •the same light as when 
•the approval was initially granted, that 
is, that the construction of the weir will 
have minimal effect on fishing in the area. 
However, as the honourable member is 
aware, I have agreed to meet a deputation 
from persons interested in the effects of the 
weir so that their views can be fully con­
:sidered. 

7. COMMONWEALTH FUNDS FOR WooL 
PROMOTION 

Mr. Blake, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Primary Industries-

As the Budget announcement of a 
$7,300,000 reduction in wool promotion 
funds to $14,000,000 represents another 
broken promise by the Fraser Govern­
ment, what action is intended to induce 
the Commonwealth Government to restore 
its wool promotion contribution to at 
least the $19,000,000 level promised, with 
restitution for any interim period of 
default? 

Answer:-
! understand that the Federal Minister 

for Primary Industry, Mr. Sinclair, has 
indicated that the wool industry promotion 
allocation would be increased in 12 months' 
time. As the Federal Minister has already 
indicated his attitude towards this matter, 
I feel that it would be inappropriate, at 
the moment, to press for a restoration of 
the wool promotion contribution to pre­
vious levels. 

It should also be pointed out that, 
because of higher wool prices, the contri­
bution by the wool industry to promotion 
has increased significantly. This situation 
should continue during the current fin­
ancial year and the funds thus generated 
should help to overcome any shortfall 
brought about by the action of the Com­
monwealth Government. 

8. MONOPOLISTIC CONTROL OF BEEF 
INDUSTRY 

Mr. Blake, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Primary Industries-

With reference to the great concern 
prevailing among the majority of beef 

producers because of continuing acquisi­
tion of large aggregations of land 
by foreigners and meat-exporting com­
panies and the resultant ability of those 
aggregated interests to influence or manipu­
late market prices at killing centres, what 
action has he taken or does he intend to 
take to influence the Government against 
its present practice of allowing eventual 
monopolistic contwl of the beef industry 
to proceed unchecked? 

Answer:-
The honourable member's question 

relates to a hypothetical situation which 
he implies could occur some time in the 
future. I am aware of an interest in 
this matter confined, I think, to North 
Queensland: A committee which recently 
investigated the situation came to the con­
clusion that the turn-off of cattle by even 
the largest aggregation was far too small 
to unduly influence the market. Hon­
ourable members would be aware that beef 
producers have a choice of where, when 
and how they sell their stock. 

Questions regarding land aggregation 
should be addressed to the Honourable 
the Minister for Lands, Forestry and Water 
Resources. 

9. IMPLEMENTATION OF SMALL CLAIMS 
TRIBUNAL DECISIONS 

Mr. Austin, purs~ant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Justice and Attorney-General-

(1) Is he aware that some companies 
and individualg are refusing to abide by 
the decision of the referee of the Small 
Claims Tribunal? 

(2) What action will he take to ensure 
satisfactory settlement is reached on the 
tribunal's decisions? 

Answers:­
(1) Yes. 
(2) The Justice Department has pro~ 

duced a book on the functions and 
ooeration of the Small Claims Tribunal 
and, in part, it refers to the procedures 
involved in giving effect to a referee's 
order. And that is: When an order 
made by a Small Claims Tribunal is not 
satisfied by a trader, the co~sumer m~y 
file, without cost, the order m a Magis­
trates Court. The order may then be 
enforced in the same way as a judgment 
made in a Magistrates Court. 

Queensland's Small Claims Tribunal was 
the first in Australia and has been the 
model for similar tribunals in every other 
mainland State and in New Zealand. The 
tribunal has enabled many consumers to 
have their grievances examined and, where 
possible, rectified. 

I am sure it is widely accepted that 
the tribunal serves a most useful purpose 
in resolving grievances which may have 
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remained unsolved in other circumstances. 
However, the honourable member would 
be aware that no method of debt col­
lection is perfect within our democratic 
society. In other words, if a man has 
no assets, obviously nothing can be 
extracted from him regardless of whether 
a judgment is obtained in a tribunal or 
a court. 

I will, however, repeat a message I 
have made on many previous occasions. 
It is this: consumers should take all pos­
sible measures at all times to ensure they 
are dealing with reputable and substantial 
traders. If they deal with men of straw, 
the risk is obviously going to be high. 

10. CHILD RESTRAINTS IN MOTOR 
VEHICLES 

Mr. Austin, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Transport-

Cl) As the Victorian Government intro­
duced legislation in 1975 for the prohibi­
tion of unrestrained children in the front 
compartments of motor vehicles, and the 
New South Wales Government did likewise 
in 1977, when will he introduce legislation 
similar to that introduced in New South 
Wales? 

(2) What has been the delay in intro­
ducing similar legislation in Queensland, 
as the New South Wales Traffic Accident 
Research Unit found that the New South 
Wales law is providing satisfactory pro­
tection for children that may not other­
wise have been provided without the 
legislation? 

Answer:-
(1 & 2) As the honourable member will 

appreciate, any legislation which is not 
enforced, or is unenforceable, generally 
creates more problems than the one which 
it is intended to solve. On the information 
available to me, the legislation in New 
South Wales and Victoria is being imple­
mented in an advisory way only. 

On this basis, the Queensland Road 
Safety Council is actively pursuing a pro­
gramme of public education on the use of 
child restraints through the media, distribu­
tion of pamphlets, defensive driving 
courses and, more recently, through its 
public display at the Brisbane Exhibition. 

As a matter of interest, a media report 
this month indicates that over the next 
few months the New South Wales Govern­
ment will mount an advertising campaign 
to reduce road accidents involving children, 
with particular emphasis on the use of 
child restraints. I am not aware of the 
particular report the honourable member 
is referring to, but Traffic Accident 
Research Unit Report No. 8/77 of August 
1977 had this to say at page 86--

"There are times when even a very 
safety conscious parent or driver may be 
forced to transgress under a law making 

use of an available restraint mandatory 
for a young child. It may happen that 
at times, the child's well-being and that 
of other occupants, in particular the 
driver-and in fact the primary safety of 
the vehicle-may be best served by 
allowirrg a child to ride unrestrained. 
The present survey has identified a 
number of important restraint usage 
problems which are commonly encoun­
tered and can cause very real dis·tress 
to the child and/or concern to his 
mother. 

"A distressed child, or one who undoes 
his restraint, is likely to severely inter­
fere with a driver's concentration, especi­
ally if mother and child are alone in 
the car. 

"It should be recognised that until 
many of the restraint usage problems can 
be overcome, there may be times when 
compliance with a mandatory use law 
for a child may in fact not be the best 
or safest thing to do. It is important 
that parents or drivers genuinely con­
cerned for the safety of their children 
be allowed some discretion in the choice 
of how a child should be carried in a 
car and not be victimised by unduly 
repressive legislation." 

As I have indicated publicly, when I am 
convinced that the only way of effectively 
dealing with this problem is by legislation 
rather than by education, then the legisla­
tive course will be pursued. 

I might also add that this matter has 
not been discussed in Cabinet in recent 
times, but it is proposed to make a sub­
mission to Cabinet in the near future. 

11. S.E.Q.E.B. SECURITY DEPOSITS AND 
LOANS 

Mr. Austin, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Mines, Energy and Police-

Cl) With reference to security deposits 
held by S.E.Q.E.B. in accordance with the 
regula:tion, what is the total amount of 
money lodged with the Commonwealth 
Savings Bank on behalf of consumers? 

(2) Does S.E.Q.E.B. have loans from 
the Commonwealth Savings Bank or Com­
monwealth Trading Bank and, if so, what 
is the amount of the loans and what is 
the interest paid thereon? 

Answers:-
( I) The South East Queensland Elec­

tricity Board has approximately $100,000 
in security deposits lodged with the Com­
monwealth Trading Bank of Australia on 
behalf of electricity consumers. 

(2) Yes. An amount of $2,000,000 has 
been lent to the South East Queensland 
Electricity Board by the Commonwealth 
Savings Bank of Australia. The interest 
paid by the board on these loans to date 
is $210,608. 
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12. GLADSTONE POLICE DISTRICT 

Mr. Prest, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Mines, Energy and Police-

(1) As the Police Commissioner 
requires more police because of increases 
in crime and drug usage and as all sec­
tions of the community are concerned and 
are protesting strongly at the decision to 
eliminate the Gladstone Police District and 
have the area absorbed into the Rock­
hampton District, what is the reason for 
the elimination of this district? 

(2) How does he compare Gladstone 
with Gatton, Livingstone and other places, 
as reported in the Press, when the Govern­
ment has, on many occasions, referred to 
the Gladstone-Calliope area as the major 
developing industrial centre, with a further 
3,600 jobs becoming 'available from such 
development in the near future? 

(3) In view of this development and the 
need for an increase in police personnel in 
that area, will he reconsider his previous 
decision to eliminate the Gladstone Police 
Distriot as from 1 September 1979? 

Answer:-
(l to 3) The elimination of Gladstone 

as a police district and its absorption into 
the Rockhampton Police District was 
decided after a careful and painstaking 
needs assessment study by the Planning 
and Research Branch of the Police 
Department and, at this stage, it is not 
intended to reconsider this decision. This 
action simply transfers the administrative 
functions from Gladstone to Rockhamp­
ton and in reality effects a saving in 
administrative staff. 

From an operational viewpoint, the staff 
at Gladstone has in fact been increased 
by two uniformed constables. As with all 
other police stations within the State, the 
growth and development of Gladstone will 
be reviewed from time to time. 

13. SAFE ROAD CROSSING, CLINTON PARK 

Mr. Prest, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Local Government and Main 
Roads-

(1) As Main Roads work is presently 
being carried out on the highway in the 
area of Chapman Drive and Harvey Road, 
Clinton Park, where hundreds of school­
children cross each day, will he ensure that 
adequate protection is provided for the 
safety of pede51trians during this construc­
tion period? 

(2) Will he investigate whether there is 
an urgent need for traffic lights at this point 
of the highway, where Clinton State School 
children should be able to cross safely? 

(3) If traffic lights are not to be 
installed, what form of safe crossing is 
assured for these children when crossing 
this highway? 

Answers:-
(1) Children will continue to cross the 

existing road via the zebra crossing, which 
should provide adequate protection during 
the period of construction. Arrangements 
will be made for job personnel to be 
specially detailed to control pedestrian 
movements across the new works. The 
school principal will be advised of these 
arrangements. I would point out that 
whereas departmental officers can provide 
safe facilities, it is not always possible 
for them to ensure that they are used. 
I therefore request the honourable member 
to assist as best he can by advising his 
constitutents to exercise care during the 
construction period and use the facilities 
provided. 

(2 & 3) As the need to ensure a safe 
crossing in this vicinity is fully recog­
nised, investigations are currently in hand 
to determine the feasibility of constructing 
a pedestrian underpass in preference to 
providing pedestrian-actuated signals. 

14. HOSPITAL FEES FOR PENSIONER 
PATIENTS 

Mr. Prest, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Health-

(!) Has notice been given to the public 
that pensioner patients in Queensland hos­
pitals with long-term illnesses not requiring 
daily medical attention will be charged a 
fee? 

(2) When does this fee come into effect? 

(3) What will be the total cost to these 
pensioner patients? 

( 4) Why have these changes been made 
in our public hospitals for pensioner 
patients? 

Answer:-
(l to 4) In view of the fact that long­

stay patients, who ordinarily would be 
admitted to nursing home units, are 
occupying beds in the State's acute public 
hospitals, the Government is proposing 
to introduce a scheme whereby such long­
stay patients may, on examination by a 
medical practitioner, be classified as a 
nursing home type patient and, as such, 
would contribute towards his accommoda­
tion whilst in the acute hospital the same 
amount as that patient would ordinarily 
pay if he were accommodated in a State­
controlled nursing home. Hospitals boards 
have been advised of this proposal and 
have been asked to submit certain details 
to the department. 

15. HOSPITAL BOARDS 

Mr. D'Arcy, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Health-

With reference to his Press release on 
28 June wherein he stated that the future 
of all 57 hospital boards in Queensland 



Questions Upon Notice [30 AuausT 1979] Questions Upon Notice 163 

is under consideration and suggested ,that 
community involvement may be ,the price 
of more Government control in hospital 
management, when will he make a decision, 
and is he also considering dispensing with 
service on the boards by the elected council 
represen~atives? 

Answer:-
There is no intention of the Government, 

at the present time, to abandon the 
principle of hospitals board administration 
of the public hospital system in Queensland 
or to remove local authority representa­
tion from hospitals boards. The honour­
able member would be aware that on 1 
July 1979 the Governor in Council 
appointed a person to carry on, for the 
period on and from the first day of July 
1979 up to and including the thirtieth 
day of September 1979, the functions of 
the North Brisbane Hospitals Board and 
to that end to exercise, perform and be 
subject to the powers, authorities, duties 
and responsibilities of a board prescribed 
by the Hospitals Act 1936-1979. 

16. LOCAL AUTHORITY BUDGETS 

Mr. D' Arcy, pursuant to notice, asked 
the Minister for Local Government and Main 
Roads-

( I) What date is set for the introduction 
of the shire budgets? 

(2) Have the Beaudesert, Albert and 
Logan Shires applied for extensions Df 
time and, if so, has this been granted, and 
what reasons were given by the shires for 
their failure to comply with the Act? 

Answers:-
(!) 31 August in each year, unless the 

time for adoption of the Budget is extended 
by the Governor in Council by Order in 
Council made pursuant to the Local Gov­
ernment Act. 

(2) In the case of the Beaudesert Shire 
Council, an Order in Council has been 
made extending to 30 September 1979 the 
period of time within which the council 
may adopt its budget for the current fin­
ancial year and an Order in Council 
approving a similar extension of time for 
the Logan Shire Council is being submitted 
for consideration by the Governor in 
Council today. 

The extension of time in each case was 
sought primarily because of the need to 
finalise certain financial adjustments as a 
result of the coming int<J force of the new 
Shire of Logan as from 1 July 1979. 

No extension of time of the period for 
adoption of its Budget for the current fin­
ancial year was sought by the Albert Shire 
Council and I am informed that the 
council adopted the Budget on 28 August 
1979. 

17. RAILWAY ExTENSION AND 
ELECTRIFICATION PROJECTS 

Mr. D'Arcy, pursuant to notice, asked 
the Minister for Transport-

(!) With reference to the State Govern­
ment's commitment to a fully operational 
rail link to Redcliffe by 1982, as promised 
by the Premier in the Redcliffe by-election 
campaign, what is (a) the original pro­
posed completion date and (b) the dates 
now anticipated when each of these 
promised State Government rail links 
and improvements will open for pub­
lic use in the ( aa) electrification of the 
lines to (a) Ipswich, (b) Shomcliffe, (c) 
Lot'll, (d) Beenleigh and (e) Ferny Grove, 
(bb) line to rthe Gold Coast, (cc) extension 
line from Lota to Thornside or Cleveland, 
(dd) Samford line, (ee) electrification of 

the line to Rockhampton and (ff) Inala 
rail link? 

(2) As all of these proposals have been 
the subject of firm promises by the Premier 
at election-times, will he now provide a 
list of priorities in the Government's rail 
programme and the estimated total cost 
of the Premier's rail promises? 

Answer:-
(1 & 2) In pursuance of its aim of 

improving the standard of metropolitan 
transport services, the Government has 
been actively prosecuting a programme for 
the electrification of the Brisbane subur­
ban railway system and the significant 
progress made in this regard is evidenced 
by the completion of overhead wiring and 
associated trackwork between Ferny Grove 
and Darra and even beyond Darra, the 
recent delivery of the first group of electric 
cars and the commissioning last week-end 
of a new signal control centre at Mayne, 
which also involved extensive track and 
signal rearrangements within the Mayne 
complex. 

On the basis of present planning and 
the Government's confident expectancy of 
continued funding, the following pro­
gramme has been set for the introduction 
of electrified services:-

Ferny Grove to Darra-17 November 
1979 

Darra to Ipswich-October/November 
1980 

Roma Street to Kingston-April/May 
1982 

Mayne to Shorncliffe-September 1982 
Park Road to Lota-May 1984 

In the context of this overall scheme 
for the improvement of metropolitan ser­
vices and subject to the enactment of the 
necessary enabling legislation, an exten­
sion of the railway from Lota to Thorn­
side, in co-operation with the Redland 
Shire Council, is planned for construction 
within the next three years. Furthermore, 
as indicated in my letter published in "The 
Courier-Mail" this morning, I shall be 
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making a submission to Cabinet with 
respect to the construction of a railway 
line from Petrie to Redcliffe. 

A study instituted by the Government 
into the feasibility of constructing a rail­
way from Brisbane to the Gold Coast, also 
referred to by the honourable member, 
has been completed and the consultants' 
report is under consideration. 

There has been no commitment on the 
part of the Government to the construc­
tion of a railway to Inala or to Samford, 
but any proposals for this or other sub­
urban rail connections will be thoroughly 
examined by the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority. 

In the broader context of upgrading 
main line services and in the light of pos­
sible future difficulties in the matter of 
availability of liquid fuel supplies, a 
feasibility study of electrification of main 
lines, including the line from Brisbane to 
Toowoomba, was commissioned in 1978, 
and this study is due for completion next 
month. 

18. Am FOR DEVELOPMENT OF SOLAR 
TRACKING SYSTEM 

Mr. Eertoni, pursuant to notice, asked 
the Minister for Industry and Administrative 
Services-

When will a decision be reached on the 
application for financial assistance for 
development of the Little brothers' solar­
~racking system? 

Answer:-

Solar Tracking Systems Pty. Ltd. of 
Mt. Isa, the company formed to manu­
facture the solar-tracking hotwater system 
developed by the Little brothers, has 
applied to the Treasurer for financial 
assistance to enable it to purchase raw 
materials and engage staff so that the 
unit can be brought into production. 

The Department of Commercial and 
Industrial Development has been investi­
gating the matter for the Treasurer. In 
this regard, I arranged for one of the 
department's engineers to visit Mt. Isa 
and discuss the project and its needs with 
the Little brothers. The department is now 
finalising its report on the company's 
application, and I expect to forward this 
for the consideration of the Treasurer 
shortly. 

19. FRAUD SQUAD MARKET INVESTIGATIONS 

Mr. McKechnie, pursuant to notice, asked 
the Minister for Mines, Energy and Police-

Has the Fraud Squad completed its 
investigations into various matters at the 
Brisbane markets in regard to alleged 
malpractices by certain agents? 

Answer:-
Members of the Fraud Squad, in con­

junction with inspectors from the Office 
of the Commissioner for Corporate Affairs, 
are conducting investigations into com­
plaints concerning the manner of dealing 
with certain proceeds of the sale of farm 
produce consigned to Brisbane markets. 
It is anticipated that these investigations 
will be finalised by the end of the year. 

20. DRYING OF GRAIN AND VEGETABLES 

Mr. McKechnie, pursuant to notice, asked 
the Minister for Primary Industries-

(!) Is he aware of a new method of 
drying grain and dehydrating vegetables 
by mixing the material to be dried or 
dehydrated with powdered aluminosilicates? 

(2) Will he ask the Economic Services 
Section of his department to investigate 
the practicability and the economics of 
this operation? 

Answer:-
(! & 2) The term "aluminosilicates" 

describes a comp1ex group of clay minerals, 
some of which are highly water absor­
bent. They have various industrial uses. 

Materials of this type have been tested 
as insect control agents in stored grain 
on the principle that they can abrade the 
skin of insects and then dry them out. 
They are capable of exerting some insect 
control in this way but are not con­
sidered to have any practical potential. 
Unfortunately, when used as a grain treat­
ment they abrade the bearings in the 
handling machinery and also create an 
industrial dust hazard. For these reasons, 
they are not acceptable to bulk-handling 
authorities. 

My department is not aware of the use 
of aluminosilicates in dehydrating grain or 
vegetables, and it is difficult to envisage 
their application for this purpose. How­
ever, if the honourable member wishes 
to supply any additional information to 
my d-epartment, the matter will be pur­
sued further. 

21. CoNTRACT CATTLE FREIGHT RATE 
NEGOTIATIONS 

Mr. McKechnie, pursuant to notice, asked 
the Minister for Transport-

Cl) What progress has been made in 
negotiations between the Railway Depart­
ment and the cattle industry on that indus­
try's desire to negotiate a contract freight 
rate for the cartage of cattle? 

(2) When will these negotiations be 
completed? 

Answer:-
(1 & 2) Negotiations on this matter have 

reached an advanced stage, and it is hoped 
that a contract freighting arrangement 
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acceptable to the Government and the 
grazing industry will be finalised within 
two weeks. 

22. AssiSTANCE TO Bus COMPANIES 

Mr. Davis, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Transport-

For 1978-79, what assistance was given 
under the Urban Passenger Service Pro­
prietors Assistance Act 1975-1978 to the 
bus companies operating between (a) 
Brisbane and Redcliffe and (b) Sandgate 
Railway Station and Redcliffe? 

Answer:-
Financial assistance under the Urban 

Passenger Service Proprietors Assistance 
Act 1975-1978 in respect of the Brisbane 
to Redcliffe and the Sandgate Railway 
Station to Redcliffe urban bus services 
amounted to $315,244.01 for the 12 months 
ended 30 June 1979. 

Mr. Davis: It is a fair whack, isn't it? 
$315,000 isn't chicken-feed, is it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There will be 
no debate on the reply to a question. 

Mr. Davis: No, Mr. Speaker. I just asked 
a question. 

23. DIESEL FUEL SUPPLIES FOR PRIMARY 
PRODUCERS 

Mr. Ahern for Mr. Turner, pursuant to 
notice, asked the Minister for Industry and 
Administrative Services-

(!) Is he aware of the desperate short­
age of diesel fuel in many rural areas? 

(2) As vast areas of South-west Queens­
land have been declared drought-stricken 
and graziers have started, or are preparing, 
to push mulga for drought fodder, what 
action will be taken to ensure a continuitY 
of diesel fuel supply to these producers? 

Answer:-
(1 & 2) The tight supply situation rela­

ting to liquid fuels is primarily a result 
of the inability of Australian oil refineries 
to obtain additional crude oil stocks from 
overseas countries to meet the general 
increase in demand for petroleum that 
has taken place over recent months. 

Production of crude oil by the O.P.E.C. 
members, particularly Iran, has been 
reduced. While there has been a slight 
increase in local crude oil production, 
this has meant that Australian refineries 
are only getting crude oil supplies approx­
imately equal to those received last year. 
However, throughout Australia, and par­
ticularly in Queensland, there has been 
a significant increase in demand for petrol­
eum products due to improved rural con­
ditions and increased output in the mining, 
manufacturing and service industries. This, 
with consumer stockpiling, has resulted in 

the current demand for diesel distillate 
being some 20 per cent above that for 
last year. 

Provided that supplies of overseas crude 
oils are not curtailed further, there should 
be sufficient supplies of most fuels to 
enable oil companies to provide customers 
with supplies equal to their average use 
over the last year. In addition, a number 
of the oil companies have acquired cargoes 
of finished products from overseas to help 
overcome local shortfalls in supply. Some 
of these cargoes, which include diesel 
distillate, are due into Queensland ports 
next month and they should help in over­
coming the current situation. 

24. OIL DRILLING 

Mr. Ahern for Mr. Turner, pursuant to 
notice, asked the Minister for Mines, Energy 
and Police-

In view of the Federal Government's 
often stated policy of giving incentives to 
oil companies to induce them to explore 
for oil, how many wells are currently being 
drilled off shore and on shore in Queens­
land at the present time, and how many 
were drilled during the previous 10 years? 

Answer:-
The main thrust of the present Federal 

Government's policy in stimulating petrol­
eum exploration has been to increase the 
return to domestic oil producers by the 
gradual increase of prices to parity with 
O.P.E.C. prices. This has benefited 
Queensland producers and has assisted the 
production of a number of small oil fields 
and has led to expenditure to improve 
recovery on existing fields. 

Six onshore wells have been drilled to 
date this year in Queensland and another 
three wells are currently being drilled, 
but there is no offshore drilling activity. 
Another onshore well is expected to spud 
in in the next few days, and it is anticipated 
that some 20 wells will have been drilled 
by the end of the year, all on shore. 

The numbers of onshore wells drilled 
over the previous 10 years are as follows-

Year Wells Drilled 
1969 52 
1970 57 
1971 19 
1972 23 
1973 12 
1974 12 
1975 4 
1976 17 
1977 None 
1978 20 

The Whitlam-Connor policies of the Federal 
Labor Government discouraged petroleum 
exploration during the period 1972 to 1975 
to the extent that recovery due to the 
loss of drilling rigs and skilled personnel 
overseas has been slow. 
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Offshore exploration has been at a virtual 
standstill since 1970 following the delibera­
tions of the Royal Commissions on Great 
Barrier Reef Petroleum Drilling. The 
Right Honourable the Prime Minister has 
stated that he does not intend to permit 
drilling in the region until the results 
of shorter and longer-term results of 
experiments on the effect of oil in the 
marine environment are ascertained at 
some future date. This follows the minor­
ity view of the chairman of the royal 
commissions. 

In the meantime, at my initiative, applica­
tions have been called for four exploration 
permits in the Gulf of Carpentaria, and 
it is hoped that as a result the resurgence 
of interest in offshore explorations may 
contribute to improving the nation's liquid 
fuel position. 

25. SHEARING SCHOOL, CHARLEVILLE/ 
CUNNAMULLA AREA 

Mr. Ahern for Mr. Turner, pursuant to 
notice, asked the Minister for Education-

In view of the popularity of recent shear­
ing classes in the Longreach area wherein 
young men are trained in shearing skills, 
what is the possibility of establishing a 
similar school in the Charleville or 
Cunnamulla area? 

Answer:-
This Government shares the honourable 

member's concern at the declining number 
of skilled shearers in this State, and the 
Education Department, through its Tech­
nical and Further Education Division, is 
currently planning with the United 
Graziers' Association and other interested 
groups to conduct two schools of instruc­
tion for learner shearers in the Longreach 
district in October. The success of these 
schools will determine whether and to 
what extent my department will continue 
to be involved in shearer training. 

The recent schools to which the member 
for Warrego refers would be the short 
wool-classing courses conducted in the 
northern and central-western area to 
upgrade classes holding Pl certificates to 
P2 level. These were most successful, and 
my officers are presently considering fur­
ther such upgrading courses in the south­
western districts. 

26. APEX CLUB ANNIVERSARY STAMP 

Mr. Lester, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Culture, National Parks and 
Recreation-

(!) Is he aware of the Apex Club's 
application for a 50-year anniversary s:tamp 
being refused? 

(2) As Apex is a truly great Australian 
organisation, having spent millions of 
dollars helping people, and as other less 

significant organisations have had anniver­
sary stamps, will he make representations 
to the relevant Federal authorities to 
reverse this injustice? 

Answer:-
(! & 2) Speaking in both my ministerial 

capadty and as one who has an extensive 
knowledge of the activities of service clubs 
such as Apex, I believe it is most unfor­
tunate that the Commonwealth Govern­
ment has declined the request for a com­
memorative stamp to mark 50 years of 
community service by an outstanding 
organisation. 

While it is recognised that the decision 
is entirely one for the Commonwealth, the 
honourable member may rest assured that 
I will initiate action to have further 
representations made on behalf of Apex to 
the Commonwealth at an appropriate level. 

In doing so, I should like to commend 
the honourable member for Peak Downs 
for his interest in bringing this matter 
to the notice of the House, and I feel sure 
Apexians generally will appreciate the 
representations he has made. 

27. PRODUCTION OF TRACTOR FUEL FROM 
GRAIN 

Mr. Lester, pursuant to notice, asked the 
Minister for Mines, Energy and Police-

(1) Is he aware of successful efforts 
in the United States of America to home­
brew tractor fuel from grain and, if so, 
how successful were these efforts? 

(2) Has this practice a potential for 
motor vehicles? 

(3) As there are laws to prohibit this 
practice in Australia, will pressure be 
brought to bear to have these laws 
rescinded? 

Answers:-
( I) I am aware that ethanol produced 

from grain and other crops in parts of 
the U.S.A., and mixed with gasoline, is 
being developed for use as "Gasohol", a 
mixture of 90 per cent gasoline and 10 
per cent alcohol. The ethanol is used 
mainly as a motor spirit extender rather 
than a distillate extender for tractor fuel, 
but -this is also under investigation. I 
understand that quantities of this substitute 
fuel are limited, and that production is 
based only on surplus crops for which 
there is no other ready market. 

(2) Ethanol produced from sugar-cane 
has already been used as a mo1or spirit 
extender in a number of countries, 
especially Brazil. Ethanol can be added 
up to 20 per cent to motor spirit without 
major engine modification. Various aspects 
of ethanol production are currently being 
examined by this Government. 

(3) The successful use of ethanol for a 
motor spirit additive in Australia depends 
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on economic considerations; there are no 
legal restrictions apa!'t from environmental 
and other statutory controls on distilleries. 

QUESTIONS WHHOUT NOTICE 

PREMIER'S STATEMENT ON STATE TAXES 

Mr. CASEY: In asking the Deputy 
Premier and Treasurer a question without 
notice, I refer to the misrepresentations pro­
moted by the Premier on television last night 
that taxes in Queensland are actually going 
down. I now ask: Is it not a fact that 
Consolidated Revenue receipts for 1978-79 
published in the State Government Gazette 
last week-end showed that revenue collected 
from State taxes, licences and permits, land 
and mining charges, receipts for services and 
miscellaneous services, far from going down, 
went up by $48,400,000, or 8.4 per cent, to 
a record $624,500,000? Is it not a fact that 
revenue collected rose by 21.4 per cent in 
the case of Government services such as 
fees from the Titles Office, courts and 
Valuer-General; by 19 per cent from mis­
cellaneous services; 14 per cent from stamp 
duties; and 6.5 per cent, to $225,800,000, 
from pay-roll tax, which the Government 
now declares is a bad tax? 

Dr. EDWARDS: The honourable gentle­
man's economic instability and incompetence 
absolutely amaze me. He is the man who 
claims to be the alternative Premier of 
Queensland. He is prepared to assess the 
amount of taxes paid by the people of 
Queensland on the amount of revenue 
received by the State. It is incredible that 
he should quote percentages of revenue 
received by the State in an attempt to indi­
cate that there is a higher tax structure in 
this State than anywhere else in Australia. 
The revenue that comes in is what the hon­
ourable gentleman is referring to, and 
obviously he does not know the difference 
between the revenue that the Government 
receives and the rate of taxation involved. 

Let me make it quite clear to the Leader 
of the Opposition for the fourth time in 
this session that the Queensland Govern­
ment has the record of imposing the lowest 
taxes per capita in Australia. The reason why 
we have an increase in taxation revenue is 
that the Government has been attracting 
people to this State and therefore more people 
are contributing to its income. That is the 
reason why we are in our present position. 
The Leader of the Opposition acknowledges 
by a smile of contentment the way in which 
the Queensland Government is performing. 

The results that we see on Saturday will 
again indicate that the people of the State 
support the record of this Government in 
taxation reform. We as a State have removed 
four taxes, whereas the honourable gentle­
man'~ Labor colleague in New South Wales, 
Mr. Wran, cannot even find enough revenue 
in that State to allow him to remove death 
duties at this stage. He has indicated to the 
people of New South Wales that he will have 

to retain them for a lot longer. He is also 
considering the imposition of a fuel tax in 
that State. 

Mr. Davis: So are you. 

Dr. EDWARDS: I indicate quite clearly 
that that is not so. It is not being con­
sidered by the Government in this State. 

Mr. Davis: What rubbish! 

Dr. EDW ARDS: The honourable member 
talks a lot of rubbish at all times, so it is 
not surprising that he makes such comments. 

The Queensland Government's record in 
relation to taxation is the envy of Australia. 
I make it quite clear that this Government is 
determined to implement policies and pro• 
grammes that will further reduce taxation. 
If, as the result of increased industrial 
activity and increased population, the rev­
enue that the State receives is likewise 
increased, that is to the benefit of this State. 
The way in which the Government spends 
this money is also a tribute to the way in 
which its policies and programmes are being 
implemented. 

INVITATION TO PRIME MINISTER TO PARTICIPATE 
IN RE.DCUFFE BY-ELECTION CAMPAIGN 

Mr. CASEY: In directing a further ques­
tion to the Deputy Premier and Treasurer, 
I refer to the reports from Canberra that 
Federal Ministers have been told to get 
out and sell last week's "tax trick" Budget, 
and to the Deputy Premier's failure to either 
invite or attract the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Fraser-who should be the No. 1 salesman 
for the Budget-into the Redcliffe or Gympie 
by-elections, where the Budget will be first 
tested by the people of Australia on Saturday. 
As Mr. Fraser, accompanied by his family, 
will be flying over the Redcliffe Peninsula in 
his multimillion-dollar V.I.P. jet this Friday 
on his way to a week's tropical holiday at 
Palm Cove, just North of Cairns, in order 
to prepare himself for the Cairns Amateur 
Races, will the Deputy Premier make a final 
attempt to get Malcolm Fraser to stop off 
at Redcliffe at least on his way through to 
try and show some concern and compassion 
for those who are going to suffer higher 
taxes, higher interest rates, increased infla­
tion, increased unemployment and higher 
petrol charges because of his "tax trick" 
Budget? 

Dr. EDW ARDS: It appears that, after 
yesterday's effort by the Leader of the Oppo­
sition, when he was stopped on every occa­
sion, and the answer that I was able to give 
him this morning, he is receiving questions 
from my staff. They are so much like 
Dorothy Dixers that I am sure they were 
given to him by members of my party. 

The Prime Minister of Australia is wel­
come in Queensland at any time, and I make 
no apology for saying that. When the Leader 
of the Opposition thought he would gain 
political capital from challenging me to 
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invite the Prime Minister to come to Red­
cliffe, I issued a challenge to the Leader of 
the Opposition to campaign with Senator 
Georges and Mr. Uren. He did not accept 
that challenge. I would like him to accept 
it. 

Let me make it quite clear that the 
Liberal Party and indeed the National Party 
are fighting this by-election as it should be 
fought, that is, on State and local issues. 
We do not want to confuse the people of 
this State. We do not try to hide from our 
policies as is done by the Leader of the 
Opposition. No wonder he is inviting Mr. 
Hayden here to try to share the responsibility 
of the defeat that he will suffer in both 
electorates on Saturday. 

UsE OF THE GOVERNMENT CREST AND 
COAT OF ARMS 

Mr. CASEY: Because the Deputy Premier 
and Treasurer would apparently like further 
reference to local issues in the Redcliffe 
and Gympie by-elections, perhaps he may 
answer this question: As the television 
advertising by the National Party for the 
Redcliffe and Gympie by-elections com­
menced and concluded with the use of the 
crest and coat of arms of the Government 
of Queensland, who within the Government 
gave authority for the use by a particular 
political party of a coat of arms granted 
to the people of Queensland by Her Majesty 
the Queen? 

Dr. EDWARDS: The coat of arms is 
identified with the Government of Queens­
land. I make no apology for being part of 
the Government of Queensland. 

LEGISLATION ON RATING AND VALUATION 
PROBLEMS 

Mr. HARTWIG: I direct a question with­
out notice to the Minister for Local Gov­
ernment and Main Roads. Following my 
presentation to Parliament today of a petition 
signed by some 2,250 electors representing 36 
per cent of the Livingstone Shire residents, 
who are obviously objecting to excessive 
rating and valuation of that shire and calling 
for the appointment of an administrator, 
will he inform Parliament what legislative 
action has to be taken by Cabinet to rectify 
rating and valuation problems in many local 
government areas throughout Queensland 
other than the Livingstone Shire? When can 
such legislation be implemented in this 
Parliament? 

Mr. IDNZE: While I understand the prob­
lems that exist in the Livingstone Shire 
part of the honourable member's electorate, 
I doubt whether the removal of the elected 
council and the appointment of an adminis­
trator would be the complete answer. There 
are a number of rating problems in various 
local authorities throughout the State at this 
particular time. Representations have pre­
viously been made to alter the system of 
rating and to allow for a higher rural rate 

compared with the urban rate in some areas, 
foiiDwing the enormous increase in urban 
valuations. 

This matter, I understand, has been con­
sidered again this morning by the Survey 
and Valuation and Local Government Min­
isterial Committees. Because of the anom­
alies that are occurring right throughout the 
State, I believe that we will make a further 
submission to Cabinet. After that I will 
undertake to advise the honourable mem­
ber when legislation may be introduced into 
the Parliament. 

ADVANCES FOR INCIDENTAL EXPENDITURE 
BY MINISTERS 

Mr. WARBURTON: I ask the Deputy 
Premier and Treasurer: In view of today's 
admission by the Minister for Justice and 
Attorney-General that many thousands of 
dollars were advanced to him to cover inci­
dental expenses, some of which was returned 
(one of the stated reasons being that the 
Minister's overseas tour was curtailed), why 
is such a large sum advanced for incidental 
expenditure and what guide-lines are used 
when making such advances? 

Dr. EDWARDS: The activities of Min­
isters are subject to full consideration by 
the Auditor-General, as is any expenditure 
by the Government. I think that the state­
ment to the House this morning by the 
Minister for Justice and Attorney-General 
answers this question. 

JOINT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
COMMITTEE 

Mr. WARBURTON: I ask the Premier: 
In view of the editorial in today's "Courier­
Mail" giving full support to the Labor 
Opposition's call for the establishment of a 
joint parliamentary public accounts com­
mittee, will he initiate early moves to have 
such a committee established? 

Mr. BJELKE-PETERSEN: That is a very 
easy question to answer. The honourable 
member already knows the Government's 
policy on this. He knows it very well. It 
remains the same. 

PERSONAL INCOME TAX; REDUCTION BY 
QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT 

Mr. WARBURTON: In directing a ques­
tion to the Premier, I refer to his reference 
to the successful tax-cutting programmes 
introduced in the State of California and to 
his statements about a continuing commit­
ment to reducing taxes. I now ask: Is it 
correct to say that the Queensland Gov­
ernment has had the power to reduce the 
amount of personal income tax imposed on 
Queensland workers since August 1978, 
when the Federal Government introduced 
an Act dealing with the income tax arrange­
ments with the States, and, if he is sincere 
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about reducing personal income tax, why has 
the Queensland Government not reduced 
personal income tax for Queensland workers? 

Mr. EJELKE-PETERSEN: The honour­
able member ought to know, if he is a mem­
ber of Parliament of any standing-and he 
obviously cannot be when he asks such a 
question-that we have no personal income 
tax collection in this State. The honourable 
member might be confusing Queensland with 
New South Wales and South Australia, where 
additional tax is imposed on the people for 
petrol, cigarettes and so on. We_ have no 
collection of personal income tax m Queens­
land. The honourable member knows, as the 
Deputy Premier said yesterday, that Queens­
land is the lowest taxed State generally in the 
whole of Australia. If we are not collecting 
personal income tax, how can we then 
reduce it? 

TORRES STRAIT TURTLE-FARMING 

Mr. NEAL: I ask the Minister for 
Aboriginal and Island Affairs: Does he con­
sider that the termination of the Common­
wealth Government's turtle-farming pro­
grammes in the Torres Strait will affect the 
Islander people? 

Mr. PORTER: I think the Commonwealth 
euphemism here is "phasing out". Of course, 
it does mean the termination of what I 
think most people would regard as one of 
the most extravagant, ridiculous and useless 
propositions ever foisted on the Australian 
people. Over $6,000,000 of taxpayers' funds 
has been spent-and what is there now 
left to show for it? Another 20 people out 
of work, some rotting sheds and tubs left 
on our islands, and nothing else. Indeed, 
had that amount been spent on housing, 
another 170 to 200 houses would have been 
provided for the islands, which would have 
had a long-term, worthwhile, beneficial 
effect. It might have been a real help. I 
believe that this absurd turtle-farming fiasco 
is a classic example of the gimmicky approach 
of the Federal Government and other people 
to the matter of Aboriginal and Islander 
affairs. These schemes, of turtle-farming, 
emu-farming--

Mr. N. T. E. Hewitt: Too many academics 
in it. 

Mr. PORTER: Yes, far too many aca­
demics, as my colleague says. There has been 
a proliferation of training programmes which 
are dead-end because there is nothing else 
in sight. This approach was roundly con­
demned by every Minister at the last meeting 
of Aboriginal Affairs Ministers from all 
States, and it is a matter of great regret that 
the Opposition cannot get used to it. 

At 12 noon, 

In accordance with the provlSlons of 
Standing Order No. 17, the House proceeded 
with Government business. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY 

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE-SECOND ALLOTTED 
DAY 

Debate resumed from 28 August (see p. 
139) on Mr. Hartwig's motion for the adop­
tion of the Address in Reply. 

Mr. McKECHNIE (Carnarvon) (12.1 
p.m.): I rise to express my l<;Jyalty and that 
of my constituents to Her MaJesty the Queen 
and her representative, His Excellency the 
Go·vernor. I congratulate the mover and 
seconder of this motion, and also offer t~e 
condolences of my constituents to the fa~!ly 
of Earl Mountbatten and the Royal Family. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Row): 
Order! The Chamber will come to order. 
There is far too much background noise. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: Today the State of 
Queensland and th~ Commonweal.th of. Aus­
tralia are in a difficult economic climate. 
Recently I heard the economic climate of 
Australia compared to what happens when a 
house is blown down. If honourable mem~rs 
can picture the build!!P t? a house bemg 
blown down, they can 1magme '!- young fam­
ily saving for many years to obtam the finance 
to build their family home. They can 
also imagine that it takes some time to 
build that house. Then a cyclone comes 
along and blows it down. It takes a very 
long time for the family to recover from 
that cyclone, and I think ~h.e economy of 
Australia is in just that pos1t10n. 

Over years and years we had, through 
hard work, built up a sound economy. Then 
Mr. Whitlam came along and the economy 
was blown down. Because we have to get 
over the difficult years that were aggravated 
by the Whitlam Government, it is going to 
take years and years to rebu!ld. the economy. 
Much is said about the deficit m the Federal 
Budget. We all k_now that t~ere were very 
small deficits until Mr. Wh!llam came to 
power. The Fraser Government inherited 
a very large deficit, and quite fran~ly . I 
think that Mr. Fraser was very stupid m 
promising miracles in trying to overcome 
the problems created by the Whitlam Gov­
ernment. But the facts are that no matter 
what Government is in power in C~nberra 
today, it has to co~e to grips w1th the 
problem of that deficit. 

There are only four traditional ways !n 
which a Government can finance a deficit. 
Firstly, it can increase taxes. Mr. Fraser 
promised not to do that, ?ut he ended up 
doing it. This is where I thmk he was rathc;r 
foolish in promising miracles. Be that as 1! 
may, he put the interests of the country 
first and had to find ways and means of 
getting the economy going. 

The second way in which a deficit can 
be reduced is to decrease Government spend­
ing, and to that many o.f us say, "Hear, 
hear!" But what happens when the decreases 
hit us personally? We all scream and growl. 
But that is the second way in which a Gov­
ernment can reduce a deficit. 
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The third way is for a Government to 
print money. Members know what happens 
when Governments print money. It just 
does not work. It breeds uncontrolled infla­
tion. 

The fourth method by which a Federal 
Government can cut the deficit is to borrow 
money. Of course, in our businesses and 
personal spending we all kno'w what happens 
if we borrow beyond our means, so that is 
also self-defeating if it is done to excess. 
As well, when a Federal Government borrows 
money to the extent that it is forced to 
borrow today, interest rates are forced up. 
So we have to come to grips with the 
problem. The options open to the Federal 
Government, regardless of which party is 
in power, are to increase tax, reduce Gov­
ernment spending, print money or borrow 
money. 

I would like to suggest a new and exciting 
way in which the Federal Government could 
reduce the deficit, and that is by cutting 
taxes. It has been proved in California, 
where taxes have been cut, that although 
there is some lost revenue there is also an 
increase in activity, and that increase in 
activity results in the payment of more 
taxes. People and businesses are taxed 
less as individuals but the Government still 
gets as much, if not more, money. 

Mr. Frawley: Will you send a copy of 
this to Mr. Malcolm Fraser? 

Mr. MeKECHNIE: I thank the honourable 
member for the suggestion. 

To illustrate what I am saying, I think 
that the Queensland Government has proved 
that it is possible to cut taxes and still 
obtain more revenue. Opposition members 
must admit that this Government has got 
rid of the road maintenance tax, and it 
has said that it will not introduce a fuel 
tax in its stead. It has got rid of death 
duties and gift duties and has the most 
generous pay-roll tax exemptions in Aus­
tralia. We still have a balanced Budget. 

People say that we get more money from 
Canberra through the personal income-tax­
sharing arrangements. So we do. But we 
get fewer tied grants from the Common­
wealth. So the increased personal income­
tax-sharing arrangement is not nearly as rosy 
as it sounds, and the percentage increase 
in the revenue that we have received from 
the Commonwealth has been less than the 
rate of inflation. In actual terms we have 
received less money from the Com~onwealth. 

Mr. Houston: But you said that you 
did not want money from the Commonwealth. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: I did not say that at 
all. 

Mr. Houston: You did. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: The honourable mem­
ber does not know what he is talking about. 

Mr. Houston: A few moments ago you 
said that we want less taxation, less money. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: The honourable mem­
ber stated that I said we did not want more 
money. I said that we need more money 
and that the way to get it is to cut taxes 
so that people will invest in Queensland. 
The economy will improve. More people 
will be paying tax, but each individual 
will be paying less tax. The State will get 
enough money to run its business. 

An example of the advantage to be 
gained from cutting taxes can be found 
in my own electorate. Honourable mem­
bers will remember that not too long ago 
we amended the Wine Industry Act. The 
tax on wine was dramatically reduced. In 
the long term, more people will enter the 
wine industry, it will expand and this Gov­
ernment will collect more revenue. This 
proposal was put forward by the industry 
itself. It said, '·Give us a break for a 
few years. In the long term, there will be 
many more people producing wine in 
Queensland and you will get more revenue." 
The industry asked for that. 

Mr. Vaughan: The restaurants, not the 
wine producers, are making money out of 
the wine industry. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: Of course the 
restaurants are making money out of the 
wine industry. I agree that some of their 
charges are excessive. But the fact remains 
that, because of our action, there is an 
expanding wine industry on the Granite Belt. 
New wineries are being established all the 
time. Tourism has increased to the extent 
that the Stanthorpe Shire Council is 
employing a tourist officer to handle the 
increased activity. This sort of development 
can be encouraged if the Government faces 
up to its responsibility of cutting taxes, rather 
than adopting the old socialist method of 
saying, "We have to get more money and 
therefore we have to increase taxes." 

In speaking about cutting charges, I should 
like to advocate a cut in the charges levied 
on irrigators. The total revenue from irriga­
tion farmers in Queensland this year will 
be between $3,000,000 and $4,000,000. I 
acknowledge the co-operation that I have 
received from the Minister for Lands, 
Forestry and Water Resources in trying to 
solve the problem created by irrigation 
charges. I think that his help has been 
wonderful. 

When the Government gets on with the 
business of cutting pay-roll tax, as it will, I 
think it should give equal thought and con­
sideration to charges, particularly those in 
rural areas. At present, irrigation farmers 
are being hurt more than most people in the 
community by the increases in fuel charges. 
Not only do they have to drive tractors 
round their paddocks; they also have to 
pump water. In some areas, farmers do not 
find it economical to use electricity for 
pumping. Years ago they installed diesel-fuel 
plants because the cost of diesel fuel was 
lower that the cost of electricity, and it 
would now cost a great deal of money to 
change over to electricity. Therefore, I 
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believe that irrigation farmers have a special 
case to receive some consideration from the 
Government by way of reduced charges. 

Another way in which an attempt could 
be made to find more money to encourage 
development and perhaps cut some Govern­
ment charges would be to carry out a 
thorough review of the Public Service. I 
know that the Government has a committee 
to review priorities, and it does a fairly 
good job. However, I should like to see an 
inquiry into the activities of ordinary public 
servants at a lower level. I am not criticising 
those public servants, but I am saying that 
the system is wrong. There is a lack of 
incentive in the Public Service, and by some 
means or other that incentive must be 
brought back. 

I think it is now widely acknowledged that 
the committee set up to inquire into educa­
tion in Queensland has done an excellent job, 
and even most schoolteachers admit that. 
When the committee was set up originally, 
there was a feeling that it would carry out 
a witch-hunt, and I can remember members 
of the Opposition and the Queensland 
Teachers' Union saying that. However, they 
now acknowledge that the committee has 
done a good job. 

In my opinion, public servants generally 
would welcome a thorough inquiry into the 
Public Service to ascertain whether or not 
present policies could be changed to give 
them greater job satisfaction and, at the 
same time, give the public a better deal. It 
certainly is unreasonable that a person who 
applies to the Public Service for permission 
to do something should have to wait six 
months before receiving an answer. 

An Opposition Member: You are knocking 
the Public Service. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: No; I am knocking the 
system. I believe that it is time there was a 
thorough investigation into the system. 

The Government should also consider 
seriously cutting out some Acts of Parliament 
and some of the regulations made under 
them. The Public Service might run much 
more efficiently if that were done. The 
Government can always find a good reason 
for introducing another Act of Parliament 
or bringing down another regulation· but if a 
regulation is brought down to cdrrect an 
anomaly, almost invariably another regula­
tion has to be brought down later to amend 
that, and so it goes on down the line. 

It is time that the Government decided 
that people might well be left to look after 
themselves a little more. In the field of 
consumer protection, for example, the public 
could be educated to look after themselves 
instead of the Government's having 
inspectors of various types running round 
the country and looking after people as they 
do now. Perhaps the Government should 
change its thinking and provide more 
opportunities for consumer education and 

fewer rules and regulations that create red 
tape and lead to the system's becoming 
bogged down. 

Opposition Members interjected. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: The Public Service is 
much more efficient today than it was 20 
years ago, but one should never be satisfied 
with less than perfection. Perfection may be 
impossible to achieve, but we should always 
be reaching for it. If we do that, the Public 
Service will be a more worthwhile organisa­
tion. 

There should also be a reduction in dup­
lication of State Government and Common­
wealth Government departments. It IS 

absolutely crazy that there should be 
Commonwealth departments dealing with 
education and Aborigines. 

We must come to grips with some of 
the problems caused by Governments that 
give things away too easily. For instance, 
it came to my notice recently that there 
is a reciprocal arrangement between 
Australia and New Zealand on unemploy­
ment benefits. When there are so many 
Australians out of work, surely to goodness 
there should not be an agreement under 
which persons receiving unemployment bene­
fits in New Zealand can come over here 
and receive unemployment benefits and then 
try to take the jobs of Australians. It 
is a national disgrace, and something that 
the Federal Government should look at. I 
have already taken steps to bring the matter 
to its attention. 

Initiatives must be given to the private 
sector if we are going to overcome the 
unemployment problem in Australia. It 
is well known that the increase in the 
number of people in employment in Queens­
land has been double the Australian aver­
age for increased employment in the last 
12 months. The pattern in the previous 12 
months was probably similar. Because of 
our actions in abolishing death duties and 
granting the highest pay-roll tax exemp­
tions in Australia, business has come to 
Queensland. We do not worry about the 
knockers in the Opposition, who try to 
stop development of our natural resources. 
The fact is that this Government is get­
ting on with the job of creating employ­
ment in Queensland. If only the Common­
wealth Government and every other State 
Government (with the exception of Western 
Australia, which is doing very well, too) 
would take some notice of the successful 
policies of the Queensland Government, I 
am sure the amount of unemployment in 
Australia would be reduced much quicker. 

Mr. Davis: You have been talking about 
unemployment. Can you tell us how to 
overcome it? 

Mr. Frawley: If he wasn't in here, he 
would be unemployed. 
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Mr. McKECHNIE: That is probably true. 
I have just pointed out that, because of 
the incentives given by the Queensland Gov­
ernment to private enterprise, employment is 
increasing in this State at double the Austra­
lian average. That is the solution to unem­
ployment. The solution is not the socialist 
dream of the A.L.P. Money is spent on 
railway lines, roads and similar projects if 
on investigation they are shown to be worth 
while. I am all for expenditure of that sort, 
but not expenditure on some of the other 
airy-fairy schemes of the A.L.P. We have 
a great State. 

Mr. Davis interjected. 

:\l:r. McKECHNIE: I wish that my friend 
opposite--

l\lr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Row): 
Order! The honourable member for Brisbane 
Central is interjecting from other than his 
correct seat. 

Mr. Davis: I am acting leader. 

l\Ir. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The 
honourable member will be acting leading 
out the door in a moment. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: We have a great State, 
and I do wish that Opposition members 
would stop knocking it, when they criticise 
the Premier, the Treasurer and the Govern­
ment as a whole as much as they do. They 
should remember that some people might 
think that by some miracle one day the 
A.L.P. might become the Government. When 
those people hear A.L.P. members criticis­
ing some of the good things we do, it 
makes them think twice whether they should 
come to Queensland in case the A.L.P. 
should become the Government. That is 
ho'ding back a little of the development of 
Queensland. 

Another problem I should like to bring 
to the attention of the House is that of 
vermin in rural areas-feral pigs and kan­
garoos. This year a firm called D. Wild 
Pty. Ltd. indicated that it wished to estab­
lish a factory at Goondiwindi to process 
feral pigs. That project has the support 
of the Stock Routes and Rural Lands Pro­
tection Board, the Department of Primary 
Industries, the Queensland Government, the 
Queensland Graingrowers' Association and 
the United Graziers' Association. However, 
before it can set up operations it requires 
minor amendments to the Export Game 
Regulations. The Commonwealth Govern­
ment has not seen fit to bring about those 
changes in the Export Game Regulations. 
It is time the Commonwealth Government 
learnt that, if the Queensland Government 
says that it supports something in Queens­
land, it can rely on the fact that we have 
the track record of being able to back 
up the fact that it would be good for 
the economy of Australia. I challenge the 
Commonwealth Government to accept our 
word and promulgate these regulations. 

As to kangaroos-they are lovely animals; 
no-one denies that. Once the honourable 
member for Salisbury, who is a very lovely 
lady, said to me, "What a terrible thing it 
is to shoot kangaroos." I said to her, "Why 
don't you let me bring one down to you 
so that you can have it in your garden?" 
She replied, "It might eat my flowers." I 
then said to her, "Well what do you think 
they do to the farmers' wheat?" Giving 
credit to the honourable member for Salis­
bury, I think she now accepts part of our 
point of view and realises the damage that 
kangaroos do to crops. Nobody wants to 
see the last kangaroo shot out. 

Mr. N. T. E. Hewitt: It would be totally 
impossible to do it, anyway. 

Mr. .McKECHNIE: That is completely 
correct. The Minister is a practical farmer 
and would know. Some country areas are 
absolutely impossible to fence against the 
entry of vermin. 

I was enlightened by the change in attitude 
adopted by the member for Salisbury. 
Although she does not share my total view, 
at least she understands our problem. If 
more conservationists were to get out and 
see the extent of the problem, we might 
see the introduction of a more realistic pol­
icy and perhaps the Commonwealth would 
not muck us around as much as it has in 
the past. At times 100 acres of crops have 
been completely destroyed on one farm. 

Mr. Davis: Being a farming person myself, 
I can quite understand the problem. But the 
United States has imposed an embargo on 
kangaroo skins. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: I am pleased the hon­
ourable member mentioned that. 

.Mr. N. T. E. Hewitt: Maybe there would 
be an improvement if we issued the tags 
on a three-monthly basis instead of on a 
12-monthly basis. They would not be stored 
and at least people would use them. 

Mr. McKECHNlE: I accept the Minister's 
comment. 

To return to the interjection by the hon­
ourable member for Brisbane Central-it is 
a fact that the United States is not con­
tinuin~ to import skins from Australia. 
However, I am sure that as we have a 
programme for the control of shooting the 
United States will accept the fact that the 
species is not in danger and eventually we 
will be able to export skins. What I am 
saying is that the Commonwealth Govern­
ment should trust the Queensland Govern­
ment and accept the fact that we are capable 
of looking after our kangaroo problem. If 
it did that, we would not have this situation 
in which we have to wait months and months 
to get more tags. 

I might add that the Commonwealth Gov­
ernment should take our advice not only 
from an economic but also from a political 
point of view. The Queensland Government 
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has been a much more successful Govern­
ment politically than the Commonwealth 
Government has been. It is time that the 
Commonwealth Government realised that it 
should consult more often with the Queens­
land Government. 

I now want to raise some social aspects 
concerning my electorate. In Goondiwindi 
there is a bowls club that is short of ground. 
Next door is a small area of hospital land. 
I know that the Minister for Health is giving 
consideration to this matter, but it is taking 
too long. It is time that a decision was made 
so that the social life of the people of 
Goondiwindi could be improved. 

I turn now to cultural needs in Queens­
land. As recently as last Monday, I attended 
the opening of a seminar on education in 
multicultural society, the first of such sem­
inars conducted outside the metropolitan 
area by the Education Department. It was 
held at Stanthorpe. One thing that was made 
very clear at that seminar is that there is 
no problem in relation to the mixing of 
the cultures on the Granite Belt. The two 
cultures, the Italian culture and the tradi­
tional Anglo Saxon/ Australian culture, have 
mixed very well together. I want to give the 
Commonwealth Government another piece 
of advice. If the mixed cultures in Queens­
land can live together in harmony, as they 
are---I have first-hand experience of this 
with the people who came from Italy and 
settled in Stanthorpe-there is no need for 
AI Grassby and his department. Immediately 
we establish a department to guarantee people 
civil rights by law, we start to get trouble. 
It is time that that department was abolished. 

Mr. Davis: Getting back to that cultural 
seminar, did you--

Mr. McKECHNIE: The honourable mem­
ber takes too long to make his point. 

Railway housing in my electorate is a 
problem. Only the other day I received 
a letter from Peter Beattie about the need 
for better railway housing. I strongly 
support the union in its desire to get 
better railway housing, but sometimes I 
do not support the way in which it tries 
to implement its wishes. I certainly sup­
port the union's desire for better railway 
housing and I have done much to 1ry to 
improve railway housing, just as I have to 
improve teacher housing. I admit that a lot 
remains to be done and I urge the Govern­
ment to give railway housing higher priority. 

Teachers are very keen on the introduction 
of an incentive transfer scheme. It is inter­
esting to note that Mr. Bunny Pound of the 
Isolated Children's Association said that the 
association believes in an incentive transfer 
scheme, but it has very low priority. When 
teachers talk about caring for kids, I wish 
that they would emphasise the main aims of 
the parents of isolated children rather than 
this particular one from which they them­
selves will benefit. 

My electorate relies mainly on primary 
industry but it also has a growing tourist 
industry. A few minutes ago I spoke of the 
contribution made by the wine industry to 
tourism. Visits to apple orchards should be 
organised. Ted Fitzgerald, the local council 
tourist promotions officer, is doing a great 
deal of work along these lines. When people 
cross the border at Goondiwindi, I do not 
see why they could not see a sheep shorn at 
a particular time of day. I believe that that 
could be organised if a group of volunteers 
decided that at 4 o'clock every day they 
would arrange for someone to shear a sheep 
at the bridge. That is something which people 
from the city would come to see. 

Primary industry is suffering badly from 
inflation and it is greatly worried by the 
shortage of fuel. I give Malcolm Fraser 
credit for trying to beat inflation. The pre­
vious Federal Government did not try. Mr. 
Fraser has not allowed inflation to rise to 
19 or 20 per cent, as Mr. Whitlam did. 

As to the fuel crisis--

Mr. Houston: Who predicted that? 

Mr. McKECHNIE: Mr. Doug Anthony, 
in one of his--

Opposition Members interjected. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Row): 
Order! Multiple interjections will not be 
tolerated. 

Mr. Houston: Well, just take mine. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: The honourable mem­
ber is a lightweight; I will let it go. 

New forms of fuel will be developed. 
Where electricity can replace diesel fuel, the 
problems will not be so bad. For instance 
electricity can be used for heating appliances 
and even irrigation. Cost will be involved 
in changing over to electricity, but electricity 
will help overcome the problems. Special 
help should be available in the change-over 
period. Developments like the electric car 
are on the way. They will not be a great 
help in rural areas but if they are used in 
Brisbane more fuel will be available for 
rural areas. 

Mr. Houston: We had them before the 
war, you know. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: I am talking about 
having them in quantity. 

When I was in Hawaii a couple of years 
ago, I found that the Government was very 
excited about what it hoped to do with hydro­
gen power. 

Mr. Vaughan: The Premier is very excited 
about the hydrogen car in Sydney. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: He is. The honourable 
member may be pleased to know that the 
Government in Hawaii is very confident that 
it will make a major contribution in helping 
to solve the fuel problem. 

Mr. Vaughan: But when? 
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Mr. McKECHNIE: Fairly quickly, we 
were told. 

Another alternative, of course, is L.P.G. 
In addition, farmers could produce alcohol 
to solve part of the fuel problem. It is not 
practical to run tractors on pure alcohol, 
but it could be mixed with conventional 
fuel. All of these developments will even­
tuate. 

I am one who has been critical of the 
Federal Government for not giving greater 
emphasis to exemption from some of its 
fuel taxes to the transport and primary indus­
tries. However, the reality is that alternative 
forms of energy will not be seriously investi­
gated until it appears that they are close to 
becoming economic. That, I am afraid, is a 
fact of life. We can talk about the energy 
crisis and the fuel crisis; but as long as 
fuel is cheap there will not be an incentive to 
produce alternative forms of energy. There­
fore, while I do not like the imposition of 
these heavy fuel taxes, unfortunately their 
imposition is the only way to encourage 
development of alternative sources of energy 
before the days when we have to import 
the vast majority of our fuels-and they are 
not far away. 

Mr. Vaughan: Are you advocating further 
increases in petrol prices? 

Mr. McKECHNIE: No, I am not. What 
I said, if the honourable member will hear 
me out, is that I want exemptions for 
primary industry and for transport; but unfor­
tunately the reality is that, if primary pro­
ducers and others do not want to pay $20 
a gallon in the not-too-distant future-and 
I am talking about 20 years' time-there 
has to be an incentive to make these alterna­
tive forms of energy economically viable. 

Mr. Vaughan: Do you realise that Malcolm 
Fraser is going to make $2,000 million out 
of the petrol import parity pricing policy 
this year? 

Mr. McKECHNIE: I realise that the Fed­
eral Government will make a Jot of money 
out of the fuel tax. However, while I am 
making it patently clear that that Government 
should have some scheme of exemption for 
primary industry and transport, some means 
have to be found to encourage the produc­
tion of alternative energy for the majority 
of fuel users in Australia. The Federal 
Government has assured us that in respect 
of fuel supplies primary production will be 
on the list of essential services. 

As to primary production-the formation 
of the National Farmers Federation is an 
excitingly new proposition. It will be fraught 
with great problems; but, if farm leaders 
adopt an attitude of goodwill, then I am 
sure that that organisation will be a success 
and will play a significant part in helping 
rural members of Parliament, whatever party 
they belong to, to achieve greater justice for 
rural people. 

I feel, too, that greater priority must be 
given to the Economic Services Branch of 

the Department of Primary Industries. How­
ever, I know~I read it in "Queensland 
Country Life", I think-that some of these 
reports are taken out of context. A report 
of Miss Jan Thompson on income equalisa­
tion deposits was mentioned in the Federal 
Parliament. I read that report very carefully. 
What Miss Thompson said was that in many 
instances I.E.IJJ.s are not worth using, but 
that they are worth using if in the future, 
a primary producer expects to have no tax­
able income, a loss or an income below 
$3,600. I thought that that was the thinking 
of the Government when it introduced 
I.E.D.s: that people could put money aside 
in good years without paying tax on it so 
that there was money available for use in 
the event of drought, hailstorms or other 
natural disasters. Miss Thompson did say 
that I.E.D.s were useful for this purpose. As 
far as I am concerned, that is the purpose 
of I.E.D.s. They were not introduced as a 
tax dodge. 

I notice that the Economic Services 
Branch of the Department of Primary Indus­
tries recently issued a booklet on the cattle 
and wool futures market. This is the sort 
of information for which primary producers 
are looking, and I compliment the depart­
ment on taking the time and trouble to 
try to give primary producers the technical 
information they need to help them run 
their businesses. 

Australian rural exports this year are 
estimated at $6,500 million, and Queensland 
produces 20 per cent of all Australian farm 
production. Farm production is a very 
important sector of the Queensland economy. 
There needs to be more understanding of 
city and rural problems. All of us heard 
about the bumper wheat crops last year, 
but we do not hear much about the people 
who cannot even plant their wheat this 
year. I think this is perhaps something 
about which the Press should be a little 
bit more aware. Similarly, when we in the 
country growl about our roads, I think we 
should understand some of the problems 
of people in the city who, because of traffic 
jams, take a long time just to drive a few 
miles. I think all of us have to work a 
little bit harder to try to overcome this gap 
between city and country relations. 

The Stock Routes and Rural Lands Pro­
tection Board has a very important part 
to play in trying to overcome some of the 
problems of rural people. I might mention 
that national parks in Queensland are quite 
often a real headache to surrounding land­
holders, and I think that the Stock Routes 
and Rural Lands Protection Board must 
conduct serious negotiations with national 
parks officers on how they are going to 
control vermin in national parks. I do not 
think that the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service should be allowed to open up new 
parks until it has the personnel to manage 
them. If any new park is gazetted, it 
should be handed back to the grazing industry 
to lease until the personnel are available to 
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look after it. Similarly, I would say that 
sections of some of our existing parks should 
be leased back until sufficient personnel are 
available to properly manage them. In this 
way the parks would be preserved for 
prosperity, but they would not be as much 
of a headache to adjoining landholders as 
they are at the moment. 

The fruit and vegetable industry is a very 
important one in my electorate, and I 
wonder whether members realise that details 
revealed in the Australian Bureau of Statis­
tics' publication on Queensland commodity 
production for 1977-78 stated that the fruit 
and vegetable industry is valued just behind 
the total Queensland cereal crop. The table 
in this publication shows that on the gross 
value of the six major agricultural industries 
the fruit and vegetable industry is the fourth 
most valuable. 

Mr. Krug<or: Talk to me some time, and 
we'll sort out these problems. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: I think we must take 
cognisance of the fact that section 92 is 
part of the Commonwealth Constitution. 
There is no doubt in my mind, and I am 
sure the honourable member for Murrumba 
would agree with me, that most fruit and 
vegetable growers would like to see the 
introduction of some sort of stabilisation 
scheme. But they cannot tell us, and I am 
sure the honourable member cannot either 
how we can introduce such a scheme whe~ 
there is free movement of fruit and vegetables 
across the border. 

Mr. Kruger: It would need a lengthy 
discussion. 

Mr. McKECHNIE: It would. 
We must find ways in which to help this 

industry. The Department of Primary Indus­
tries provides a good service to it, but 
before its officers criticise fruit in the market 
they should perhaps go and talk to the indus­
try leaders. I say this very strongly: officers 
of the Department of Primary Industries 
are employed to help primary industry, and 
I think that if they want to criticise they 
should at least talk the matter over with 
the industry leaders before they publish 
their criticism. 

My electorate is very diversified. It has 
many problems, but I can assure the people 
in it that I will continue to bring their 
problems to the attention of the Govern­
ment. I will do everything I can to try to 
get justice for some of the greatest people 
in Queensland. 

Mr. MACKENROTH (Chatsworth) 
(12.41 p.m.): After listening to the member 
for Sherwood on Tuesday of this week give 
his critical assessment of the Labor Party's 
policy after he had obtained one of our 
policy booklets, I tried to obtain a copy 
of the Liberal Party policy booklet so that 
I could give an assessment of that party's 
policy here today. But a member of the 
Liberal Party said to me, "Really, we don't 
have a policy booklet. What we have are 

draft statements on any issues that arise. 
What we do basically is make up a policy 
whenever the need arises. We oppose the 
Premier whenever we think it is needed and 
then support him in both the Cabinet and the 
joint party room." Unfortunately, I will 
not be able to give a critical assessment 
of the Liberal Party's policy here today 
because, as all members know, that party 
just does not have one. 

Mr. Davis: That is the National Party 
policy on the paper in my hand. 

Mr. MACKENROTH: Is it? 

The main subject on which I should 
like to speak today is the S.G.I.O. and its 
involvement in land speculation. 

On a number of occasions in this Parlia­
ment I have asked questions of the Treasurer 
regarding the S.G.I.O. financial involvement 
in the Carindale Housing Estate. On the 
last occasion, 5 June 1979, the Treasurer 
stated that the S.G.I.O. did not have 
$20,000,000 invested in Meadowlake Pty. Ltd., 
a subsidiary company of Finance Corporation 
of Australia. I will concede that po,int to 
the Treasurer, that is, that the S.G.I.O. 
does not have $20,000,000 invested in 
Meadowlake. However, I propose to set 
out here today how the S.G.I.O. will have 
over $20,000,000 invested in the Carindale 
venture. 

My original choice of words regard,ing 
how the money was invested may have 
been incorrect. However, my information 
regarding the S.G.I.O. involvement was not. 
It is my intention to prove that the S.G.I.O. 
has stepped in to help salvage the southern­
based finance company, F.C.A. 

As most members would be aware, F.C.A. 
is experiencing massive liquidity problems 
brought about by F.C.A. involvement in 
land speculation. Their major problems 
came about in March of this year when 
they sought approval for a new debenture 
prospectus. At that stage the N.S.W. 
Corporate Affairs Commission asked F.C.A. 
to justify its real estate asset values. This 
effectively stopped them from raising much­
needed funds and, as they needed these funds, 
they have turned in Queensland to the 
S.G.I.O. 

In Queensland, the S.G.I.O. had already 
proved a popular milking cow for F.C.A. 
as, at this stage, the S.G.I.O. has already 
purchased the Carindale shopping site and 
then 50 per cent of the Carindale Housing 
Estate. So it is proving no problem at all 
for F.C.A. to sell the rest of the estate to 
the S.G.I.O., no doubt at a handsome profit 
which will bolster their ailing cash reserves. 

To fully understand the intrigue of the 
Carindale development, one would need to 
go back to the original owners, Carina 
Development Pty. Ltd. Carina Development 
was owned 50 per cent by the Cambridge 
Credit Corporation Ltd. and 50 per cent 
by Intercapital Investments Pty. Ltd. Inter­
capital Investments was in turn owned 100 
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per cent by Cambridge Credit. The acquisi­
tion cost of Carindale by Carina Development 
is set out in that company's balance sheet 
as at 30 June 1973 as $1,671,464. 

I have a copy of that balance sheet, 
which I propose to table at the conclusion 
of my speech along with a number of other 
documents proving the figures I am quoting. 

In December 1973, when Cambridge 
Credit started having liquidity problems, they 
sold the land that was to become Carin­
dale to a newly formed company, Meadow­
lake Pty. Ltd. At that stage, Meadow­
lake was owned 50 per cent by Finance 
Corporation of Australia and 50 per cent by 
Cambridge Credit Corporation. The acquisi­
tion cost for Carindale by Meadowlake was 
$7,749,376. All of that money was loaned 
to Meadowlake by F.C.A. When Cambridge 
Credit went into liquidation, F.C.A. became 
the 100 per cent owner of Meadowlake. 

That exercise shows how finance com­
panies push up the price of land for home 
buyers. The purchase price had risen in 
a short period of time by over $6,000,000 
and not one block of land had been sub­
divided. However, F.C.A. was not to miss 
out on the big profits as the S.G.I.O. was 
to step in and provide them with all the 
money they wanted. 

The first purchase by the S.G.I.O. 
from Meadowlake was on 23 December 
1977, an area of 12.69 ha, or 31.35 acres, 
for a purchase price of $2,400,000. This 
is equivalent to $76,555 per acre-surely 
an incredible price for undeveloped land. 
In an answer to a question, the Treasurer 
refused to tell me the purchase price of 
the land, claiming that it was not practice 
to supply details of financial arrangements 
between the S.G.I.O. and its clients. That 
land is the site of the new Carindale shop­
ping centre being built by the S.G.I.O. at 
an estimated cost of $10,000,000. I sug­
gest that the Treasurer would not answer 
the question because of the astronomically 
high price paid for the land. 

TI1e next involvement by the S.G.I.O. in 
the Carindale venture was to purchase, in 
the period 1 January 1978 to 30 June 1978, 
a 50 per cent interest in the undeveloped 
land at Carindale. Because the S.G.I.O. 
has not adopted the normal practice of 
changing ownership of the land at this stage, 
I am unable to provide evidence of the 
purchase price. However, my informant, 
who has been accurate with all information 
regarding this deal, has told me that the 
purchase price was $6,000,000. The com­
pany records of Meadowlake would tend to 
substantiate this figure, as the balance sheet 
for the year ended 30 June 1978 shows 
an amount of over $6,000,000 being paid 
from Meadowlake to F.C.A. 

The next involvement is even more intri­
guing, as I claimed on Channel 0 on Mon­
day of this week that the S.G.I.O. had 
now purchased the whole of the Carindale 

estate. This claim was denied by a spokes­
man for the S.G.I.O., who stated that the 
S.G.I.O. had a 50 per cent interest and 
was having discussions with Meadowlake 
regarding the purchase of the remaining 50 
per cent. 

If that statement by the spokesman for 
the S.G.I.O. is correct, some misleading 
information has been given to the Brisbane 
City Council, resulting in a bond of $3,091, 
293 being returned to Finance Corporation 
of Australia. At the council meeting when 
the aldermen made the decision to return 
the bond, the following information was 
supplied to aldermen, and I am quoting from 
the council agenda for that meeting-

"By letter dated 26th June, 1979, the 
State Government Insurance Office 
(Queensland) advised that it has acquired 
a 50 per cent interest in the residential 
subdivision known as Carindale, and is 
now a joint venturer with Meadowlake 
Pty. Ltd., and because of circumstance, 
sought Council consent for the assump­
tion of all of Meadow1ake Pty. Ltd's 
rights and obligations under the rezoning 
agreement, in order to release Finance 
Corporation of Australia Limited from its 
bond, and if necessary, substitute its own 
bond therefor. 

"It has subsequently been advised that 
the State Government Insurance Office 
(Queensland) will become the registered 
proprietor of the balance of the lands, 
the subject of the rezoning agreement, 
which have not been developed or sold." 

Further to that, when the chairman of the 
Planning Committee of the council, Alder­
man Ardi11, was question as to the S.G.I.O. 
involvement in the Carindale estate, he 
informed the council that the S.G.I.O. had 
purchased the whole of the estate. So the 
Brisbane City Council made the decision to 
return a bond of $3,091,293 believing that the 
S.G.I.O. completely owned the Carindale 
estate. Now we are informed by the S.G.I.O. 
that it owns only 50 per cent and is negoti­
ating for the other 50 per cent. 

Whilst I have no doubt that the council 
will not lose anything financially from the 
decision to return the bond, as the S.G.I.O. 
has guaranteed the performance of the 
development, it is indeed very disturbing that 
the Brisbane City Council, as it appears, has 
been given misleading information on which 
to make a decision. 

I said earlier that I would set out to prove 
that the S.G.I.O. will have over $20,000,000 
invested in the Carindale venture. From the 
information that I have supplied, and the 
documents that I will table, you will see, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that the shopping 
centre is to cost $10,000,000. A 50 per cent 
interest in the residential land cost $6,000,000, 
and one would assume that the remaining 
50 per cent interest will cost at least an 
equivalent amount, which will give the 
S.G.I.O. an investment of at least 
$22,000,000. 
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I challenge the Treasurer to refute the 
claims that I have made here today, and I 
challenge him also to provide Parliament 
with full details of the S.G.I.O. involvement 
in Carindale. If the purchase of this land is 
a good investment, the Treasurer would 
have nothing to lose by providing these 
details. The details that I am asking for 
should not be secret, as any public company 
in a similar position would have to supply 
details to the Queensland Commissioner for 
Corporate Affairs. These details would be 
then available to the public. Therefore I 
can see no reason why the S.G.I.O. should 
be in a privileged position in Queensland. 

In my opinion, what the S.G.I.O. has 
done is pay an excessive amount of money 
for the purchase of this land, which can 
result only in higher land prices for pur­
chasers. I have completed an exercise based 
<m the purchase price of $6,000,000 for 50 
per cent of the estate. I have estimated 
from the plan of the estate that, at the time 
the S.G.I.O. purchased a 50 per cent interest 
in the undeveloped land, a further 1,800 
blocks were to be subdivided. This works out 
at a purchase price of $6,666 per undeveloped 
block. 

Add to this development costs, which at 
the present time in the city of Brisbane 
average out at $8,000 per block, and the 
average cost to the developer, before mar­
keting the land, will be in excess of $14,500 
per block. Is it any wonder that at the 
present time land on this estate is being 
quoted at $13,000 to $23,000 per block, when 
similar blocks at Eastland View, Green­
meadows or Belmont Heights are priced at 
$11,000 to $14,000 per block? That exercise 
is complete justification for asking the 
Treasurer to release all the details of this 
deal. 

On the evidence I have, it would not 
appear that the purchase of the Carindale 
development is a competitive business deal. 
In the past the president of the National 
Party, Sir Robert Sparkes, has been quoted 
as calling the S.G.I.O. a hydra, a many­
headed monster, competing on privileged 
terms with private enterprise. I wonder if 
Sir Robert would still go along with his 
comments about the S.G.I.O. competing on 
privileged terms after he looked closely at 
the details surrounding the Carindale deal. 
From my observations of the deal, no 
private enterprise company would have 
entered into the project at the prices I have 
outlined, or become involved in a venture 
which has seen one company-Cambridge 
Credit-go bankrupt because of its over­
speculation in real estate, and a second 
company-F.C.A.-experience financial diffi­
culties owing to its involvement in develop­
ment land. 

The S.G.I.O. is favoured in its investment 
in real estate speculation. Firstly, it is Gov­
ernment guaranteed, a guarantee which no 
other developer has; secondly, it has massive 
investments in fields of commercial ventures, 
and therefore is in a position to transfer 

profit to any unprofitable aspect of its busi­
ness. Only time will tell if the S.G.I.O. can 
make a profit from the Carindale venture. 
However, if it does, it will have made it to 
the detriment of many thousands of Queens­
landers by being part of a deal which will 
push the cost of land way beyond the price 
of many people. That will apply to land not 
only at Carindale; the higher prices at 
Carindale will lead to higher prices on other 
estates throughout Brisbane. What I am say­
ing is that it is immoral for this Government 
to allow the S.G.l.O. to be a part of a deal 
which will support private speculative land 
developers in pushing their prices higher. As 
well, the glamour boy of the National Party, 
Mike Evans, was quoted in "The Courier­
Mail" of 13 May 1977 as saying-

"The S.G.I.O. should provide much more 
information to policy-holders-just as 
private companies did. 

"Private insurance companies made pub­
lic a full list of investments, including 
the shares held. 

"Policy-holders were entitled to know 
how much was paid for shares and from 
whom they were bought. 

"The policy-holders would want to know 
whether the shares were a good invest­
ment". 

Perhaps this will be the only time I will 
agree whole-heartedly with Mr. Evans. 

The S.G.I.O. should provide details to its 
policy-holders. More importantly, full details 
of the S.G.I.O. operations should be made 
available to this Parliament. As all con­
tracts entered into by the S.G.I.O. are Gov­
ernment guaranteed, the Parliament of 
Queensland should be in a position of know­
ina where S.G.I.O. money is invested and 
be" able to debate the merit of these invest­
ments. 

Later in my speech I shall outline how 
the Education Department has cancelled the 
proposed purchase of the Carina South State 
School on the Carindale Estate. However, 
Meadowlake did not miss out completely in 
obtaining money from the Queensland Gov­
ernment for education purposes. The Works 
Department has purchased 1.519 ha, or 
3.75 acres, adjoining the Carina State School 
for $98,500. This is equivalent to $26,264 
per acre. 

I have been informed bv local real estate 
agents that the average price for a 2! acre 
block close to Carindale is $20,000 to 
$30,000 per block, or $8,000 to $12,000 per 
acre. A recent sale of 10 acres, approxi­
mately a mile from Carindale, was for,i 
$76,000 or $7,600 per acre. 

I hope that from the evidence that I will 
provide here today two things will happen: 
firstly, the Treasurer will stop hiding behind 
the cloak of secrecy surrounding the S.G.I.O. 
and provide this Parliament with not only 
details of the Carindale deal, but all business 
dealings of the S.G.I.O. as well and, secondly, 
the Brisbane City Council will have a close 
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look at how a situation developed allowing 
it to make a decision on false and misleading 
information. 

I table the relevant documents to prove 
the point that I have been making. 

Whereupon the honourable member laid 
on the table the documents referred to. 

At this stage, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I take 
the opportunity to congratulate Mr. Speaker 
on his election to his high office. This is 
the first opportunity I have had to offer my 
congratulations to him. I want to say, how­
ever, that I was deeply concerned at some 
of his remarks upon his election as Speaker. 

Among other things he said-
"May I say at this juncture that in the 

House this morning one of the members 
of the Opposition appeared not completely 
attired, nor did he conform with the Stand­
ing Orders of this Parliament. I can give 
you a complete assurance that that will be 
his last appearance if he continues with 
that attitude." 

I have read Standing Orders very closely 
and nowhere in them can I see any reference 
to how a member of Parliament should be 
dressed. Our dress is covered by a rule of 
this Parliament, a rule made by the Speaker. 
That rule concerns the wearing of ties and 
coats. 

When I made the decision to enter this 
Chamber without wearing a tie I knew that, 
because at that time there was no Speaker, 
I could not be asked to leave. As there was 
no Speaker, there was at that time no rule 
applying to our dress. 

Knowing that the Government had the 
numbers, I realised that Selwyn Muller would 
be elected as Speaker. Before his election I 
approached him in the lobby and told him 
that I would put my tie on before he was 
elected Speaker so that he would not be 
put in the embarrassing position of having 
to eject me from the Chamber after his 
election. 

The member for Windsor (Mr. Moore) and 
the member for Merthyr (Mr. Lane) 
expressed concern at my dress. Surely it is 
the responsibility of a member of Parlia­
ment to look after his electorate. 

Mr. Kruger: Some people have said that 
they would sooner see your hairy chest than 
bald heads. 

Mr. MACKENROTH: That is quite cor­
rect. 

I am surprised at the extreme conser­
vatism that pervades this Chamber. In Can­
berra, members of the House of Repre­
sentatives are allowed to enter that House 
in safari suits and without ties. In South 
Australia, because of the hot conditions, 
members are allowed into Parliament in 
shorts. Yet in sunny Queensland we are 
faced with having to wear ties and long­
sleeved coats. But the matter does not stop 
there. 

[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 p.m.] 

Mr. MACKENROTH: Before the luncheon 
recess I was speaking about the conserva­
tive attitude of Queenslanders and I was 
about to refer to a statement by Mr. Justice 
Kelly on Monday of this week in which he 
told male jurors that they should wear ties 
and coats. Surely we should not expect 
jurors to wear ties in Queensland. 

An Honourable Member: Or anywhere. 

Mr. MACKENROTH: Or anywhere, for 
that matter. 

We ask jurors to perform a duty and give 
them a paltry $20 a day to do so, and we 
are now telling them how to dress. Men 
working as labourers on building sites or 
elsewhere in the community could be wear­
ing a tie for the first time in their Jives. 
We expect them to sit in court all day, 
pay attention to what is going on and not 
feel uncomfortable. If jurors want to attend 
court in short-sleeved shirts, they should be 
allowed to do so. The only thing that 
matters is that they should perform their 
duty and make sure that justice is done. 

Mr. Scott: Are you saying that clothes 
don't maketh the man? 

Mr. MACKENROTH: Clothes do not make 
the man, and that is very much so in this 
Parliament. I do not think it is necessary 
for members to w~ar ties in Parliament. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Row): 
Order! I trust that the honourable member 
for Chatsworth is not reflecting upon the 
authority of the Speaker in this Parliament. 
The Speaker has the authority to make cer­
tain recommendations concerning mode of 
dress. That authority has been vested in the 
Speaker and he has made certain recom­
mendations. Those recommendations will be 
adhered to in this Assembly. If the honour­
able member wants to make general com­
ments about the House, that is one thing, 
but if he is reflecting on the authority of 
the Speaker, I will have to disallow it. 

Mr. MACKENROTH: 
Speaker, I am saying that 
necessary, m my opinion, 
Parliament to wear ties. 

Mr. Deputy 
it should not be 
for members of 

An Op.position Member: You have one on 
now. 

Mr. MACKENROTH: Yes, I am wearing 
a tie. 

Before the luncheon recess I said that 
members of Parliament are required by the 
rules of this Parliament-and the rules are 
made by the Speaker-to wear ties. But I 
do not think that it is a proper rule. I 
believe that I have every right as a member 
of the Legislative Assembly in Queensland 
to stand here and put forward my views 
on the rules of this Parliament. That is what 
I am doing today. I have not reflected in 
any way on the Spe·aker. I even prefaced 
my remarks by congratulating Mr. Speaker 
on his election. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I sug­
gest, then, that the honourable member is 
advising the House that he is not reflecting 
~m the authority of the Speaker; that he 
1s merely commenting on dress in the 
Chamber. 

Mr. MACKENROTH: I am not reflectincr 
on Mr. Speaker in any way at all. I a~ 
saying that it is about time we changed 
our rules. 

On his election, Mr. Speaker congratu­
lated the parliamentary staff on the work 
that they have done and concluded his 
remarks by assuring them that he would 
reciprocate their loyalty. The low wages paid 
to parliamentary attendants have been 
~rought to my attention. I have been 
mformed by the accounts section that mar­
ried men working here receive only $146.80 
a week gross, and that 19-year-olds working 
as atten~ants receive $85.50 a week gross. 
~ur parliamentary attentants do a tremendous 
JOb. I have no complaints against any of 
them. They have done anything I have asked 
them to do for me, and have done it very 
quickly. I ask honourable members to sup­
port me in trying to get an increased wage 
fo~ t~e~ becalfse the paltry sum they are 
pa1d 1s msufficJent for anybody to live on. 

Mr. Scott: The Premier has tried to dam­
age the integrity o.f the staff of this Parlia­
ment. 

Mr. MACKENROTH: He has done many 
things. 

Mr. Frawley: Do you know that I got only 
£6 7s. 6d. a week when I worked here as 
an electrician? 

Mr. MACKENROTH: I have it on fairly 
good authority that the honourable member 
has so much money that the National Party 
asked him for $8,000 for the Bjelke­
Petersen Foundation. That is what I have 
~een tol:d, and I usually get fairly good 
mformat10n. 

Mr. FRAWLEY: I rise to a point of order. 
I ask that the honourable member withdraw 
that statement. I have not been asked to 
donate $8,000 to anyone. 

Mr. MACKENROTH: I withdraw my 
statement that he was asked. The point is 
that, because of a sum of money he did not 
donate, we all know we will never see the 
member for Caboolture on the front benches 
opposite. 

I now turn to the arsenic contamination 
at Carindale. I hope it is the last time I 
speak on the subject in this Parliament. I 
have received a lot of criticism from members 
of Parliament for the stand I have taken. 
The laughs now coming fwm members on the 
other side show what they think about that 
stand. However, I have a copy of a report 
that vi~dicates my stand. It reveals that 
everythmg I have ever said about .the arsenic 
contamination is true. Therefore, today I 

will talk about it briefly so that members 
are aware that the stand I took was a 
correct one. 

Mr. Powell: We wouldn't doubt your 
integrity. 

Mr. MACKENR.OTH: I would hope not. 

Mr. FRA WLEY (Caboolture): I move­
"That the report be tabled." 

Mr. MACKENROTH: I have already 
spoken to Mr. Speaker about seeking leave 
of the Parliament to have the report incor­
porated in "Hansard". He has stated that, 
as the report is not lengthy, he will approve 
of its incorporation if Parliament gives me 
leave. I will get to it later and will then 
ask leave of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Row): 
Order! Does the honourable member seek 
leave of the House? 

Mr. MACKENROTH: Not at this stage. I 
will later in my speech. 

This is the type of material that I received 
from Meadowlake. They sent me a letter, 
part of which stated-

"Progressive assessments have been made 
by these consultants and, in March last, 
they were able to confirm that a minor 
area of the estate shows residual deposits 
of arsenic above the levels which have 
been accepted by the World Health 
Organisation." 

It goes on to state that it is one area only 
and that it comprises less than 1 per cent 
of the total estate. 

On 24 November 1978 I received a letter 
from a firm of solicitors, Henderson & 
Lahey, telling me the same thing-that it 
was one area only, comprising 1 per cent of 
the estate. They suggested that perhaps I 
should keep quiet or they would :take legal 
action against me. 

On 21 February this year I received a 
letter from Meadowlake. I will read ,the 
first three paragraphs-

"Further to our letter of 8th January, 
1979, we wish to report further develop­
ments in respect of arsenic contamination 
on the Carindale Estate. 

"Recently, a further 193 samples have 
been taken in and adjacent to the well 
defined liquid effluent disposal trenches 
because it appears that some of our earlier 
work in sampling this area mislead us and 
we want to clearly define the area." 

That is exactly what I have been saying all 
along-that their claims were untrue. How­
ever, by 21 February they had found out 
that what they had been saying was untrue 
and that my statements were correct. The 
letter continues-

"We are also pleased to repo·rt that a 
Government Committee has been formed 
by Dr. P. G. Livingstone, Director-General 
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of Health and Medical Services, to con­
sider this whole problem and the dev­
eloper's representatives have attended some 
of the discussions." 

We ought to look closely at the date of that 
letter-21 February 1979. The point is that 
the committee was set up, I believe, at the 
end of January this year. With that in 
mind, we need to consider what happened 
at the end of last year. The Liberal Party 
saw fit to depose its then leader, after which 
Sir William Knox became the Health Min­
ister. The only reason that committee was 
set up was that Sir William Knox, instead 
of Dr. Edwards, was the Health Minister. 
I had asked Dr. Edwards on numerous occa­
sions to set up a committee and to find out 
exactly how bad the problem of arsenic con­
tamination was. However, every time I asked, 
he refused my request. I asked Sir William 
Knox once to set up this committee, and he 
did so. 

I am pleased to report that he has sent 
me a copy of the committee's report. It 
completely vindicates the stand I took on 
the arsenic contamination, as it states that 
everything I said is true. It states that there 
are three areas of arsenic contamination and 
the developers of Carindale have been ordered 
to remove the contaminated soil before any 
development is allowed. I lay on the table 
the letter I have referred to and ask that it 
be incorporated in "Hansard". 

(Leave granted.) 

the honourable member laid 
the following document:-

"Office: Administration Building 
"George Street 
"Brisbane 
"Telephone: 21 7403 

"Minister for Health 
"14th August, 1979. 

"T. Mackenroth, Esq., M.L.A., 
"Member for Chatsworth, 
"860 Old Cleveland Road, 
"Car,ina. 4152. 
"Dear 

"I to your enquiry regarding arsenic 
contamination in the Carindale area. 

"The Committee to investigate this 
matter has reported that the potential risk 
to the can be reduced to insignificant 
levels following actions are taken:-

1. In Area C 
(i) Tne undergrowth is cleared; 
(ii) Any collections of metal con­

tainers are removed and disposed 
of safely according to well estab­
lished refuse management prin­
CIPles applicable to potentially 
dangerous chemical containers. 

(iii) Soil is remowd from around grid 
points BS and Gl3 to a radius 
of at least 10 metres and depth of 
400mm. 

(iv) The whole area is ploughed or 
rotary-hoed to a dept~ of 300 mm. 
leaving the trees undisturbed, but 
ensuring that any buried con­
tainers are detected and that any 
"pockets" of arsenic are dist_urbed 
and mixed with uncontammated 
soil. 

2. In Area B 
(i) Soil is removed from corridors 

of land, centred on the effiue~t 
irrigation furrows, 4 metres m 
width and 400 mm. in depth (below 
the surface of the bottom of the 
furrows). 

(ii) The closed pipeline ascending 
from Bulimba Creek to the com­
mencement of the effluent irriga­
tion furrows is removed with t~e 
soil immediately adjacent to 1L 

3. In Area A 
(i) All soil in and immedi~tely 

adjacent to all of the old bu11dmg 
sites is removed to a depth of 
500mm. 

(ii) Soil over the whole area is 
ploughed or rotary-hoed to. <!IS­
tribute evenly any remaJm.ng 
arsenic so that the area contams 
a final arsenic concentration (to 
be determined by analysis) of less 
than 50 ppm. 

4. Soil removed from all areas is trans­
ported to the foundations of a road 
which is to be constructed across Area 
A the contaminated material to con­
stitute the central core of the roadway 
with "unc<'ntaminated" soil enclosmg 
the sides and upper surface. The road­
way must be built on high ground 
with its foundations above ground 
water level. 

5. The work recommended in Recom­
mendations 1, 2, 3 and 4 to be com­
pleted by the developers of the land 
(Meadowlake Pty. Ltd.) at their 
expense, and supervis~d by officers of 
the Division of Public Health Super­
vision and Brisbane City Council. 

"Th~ Director-General of Health and 
Medic;! Services has been advised that t.he 
Brisbane City Council is in agreement wuth 
the proposals as o.utlined above but the 
agreement is conditional upon the r<?ad 
location and standard of constructiOn bemg 
satisfactory to the appropriate 
that the performance of the 
adequately mc:nito;e~ and that there are 
no services la1d w1thm the Zone of influ­
ence of the contaminated soil. 

"Yours sincerely, 
"W. E. Knox, 

"Minister for Health." 

Mr. Frawley: Do you say you should take 
all the credit for that? 

Mr. MACKENROTH: Definitely, and I 
will also take credit for having the Education 
Department decide not to purchase a block 
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of land it had intended to buy in the area. 
I have a letter from the Minister for 
Education that states-

"After comprehensive investigations by 
officers of my Department and the Depart­
ments of Health, Works, Primary Indus­
tries and the Brisbane Citv Council it has 
been decided to retain the origin~! site 
Portion 463, Parish of Bulimba at Weeke~ 
Road, Carina for the propdsed Carina 
South State School. 

"An alternative site is not now being 
considered." 

The honourable member for Caboolture 
would well remember that I raised the 
~ubject . of the Education Department's buy­
mg a. SI~e that wa.s contaminated by arsenic, 
and It IS now gomg to build--

Mr. Austin interjected. 

. Mr. MACKENROTH: What I have done 
IS. ensure the continued good health of the 
Liberal voters at Carindale, and those people, 
w;th every_one else in my electorate, will 
still be ahve to vote on election day in 
1980. I would also like at this stage to 
thank "Sunday Sun" and Channel O, the 
only two media groups that had faith in the 
thmgs I was saying and were prepared to 
report t~em. I thank them for the coverage 
and assistance they gave me in getting the 
He~lth Department to set up an inquiry 
wh1~h ~howed that there was arsenic con­
tammatiOn. The department then ordered 
the developers to do something about it. 

The last matter I would like to raise 
today .c~ncerns rental rebates for Housing 
CommiSSIOn tenants. I would like to thank 
the Minister for Works and Housing for the 
statement that I saw in "The Courier-Ma,il'' 
about. two weeks ago that the Queensland 
Housmg Commission is currently investigating 
a .new rent rebate system. Since entering 
this. Parliament, I have taken every oppor­
tumty to put forward my views on the need 
to cha~g~ the rent rebate system for Housing 
CommJ~swn tenant~ and I hope the Min­
Ister will take nollee of the views I have 
put .. forward when he finally makes his 
decJsJon. 

Housing Commission tenants in my elect­
orate have held protest meC'tings. After a 
number of months the Minister was aood 
enough to receive a delegation of Ho~sing 
Comm1ss~on tenants and discuss their pro­
blems With them. They had reached the 
stage of holding a meeting outside the Min-
ister's office for signatures on a 

The asked the Minister 
do something the situation urgently. 

also took a delegation to see the Federal 
H:m~ing Mini'"ter.. I have prepared a sub­
misswn on. changmg the rent rebate system 
and I sent rt to the Federal Housing Minister 
and the State Minister for Works and Hous­
ing. I would like now to brieflv outline 
that system in an endeavour m:i'ce again 
to get the Minister to accept my proposed 
changes to the system. Because evictions 
of Housing Commission tenants are at 

present at possibly the highest level ever, 
as the Minister would know, I hope that 
changes will be made very quickly. This 
situation has arisen because of the high 
rents and the fact that a lot of people 
just cannot afford--

Mr. Wharton: You must be out of date. 

Mr. MACKENROTH: We will see about 
that when the Minister answers a question 
from me on the subject-if I ever get 
the opportunity to ask him a que~tion. We 
have already come to the end of the second 
week of this session and I have estimated 
that perhaps by the end of the fourth 
week it will be my turn to ask a question 
under the system presently operating. 

Under the present rent rebate system, a 
tenant on a low income can obtain a rebate 
after the Housing Commission has assessed 
his income. The unfortunate thing is that 
the Queensland system is based on the 
formula that was set out in the 1945 Com­
monwealth-State Housing Agreement. Briefly, 
that formula takes into account the highest 
income that ,is coming into a home, two­
thirds of the second income and one-third 
of any other income. Queensland is the only 
State in Australia that still uses that system, 
and I think it is about time that we thought 
about changing it. At present, because of 
this system, many tenants in Queensland are 
facing severe financial hardship. 

The average weekly rent in my electorate 
has increased from $7.15 in 1965 to $39 at 
present. The full extent of the rise is best 
seen in a table that I have prepared. I lay 
on the table the document I have referred 
to and ask that it be incorporated in "Han­
sard". 

(Leave granted.) 
Whereupon the honourable member laid 

on the table the following document:-

" Gross weighted Rent as 
Minimum Weekly Rent a %of 

Wage Wage 

$ c $ c % 
1965 40.70 7.15 17·5 

1970 53.86 8.78 16·3 

1975 117.95 18.60 15·7 

1979 161.29 39.00 24·1" 

From that scale it can be seen that a ten­
ant in the Chatsworth electorate on the mini­
mum weekly wage is paying 6.6 per cent 
more of his wages in rent than a tenant in 
1965. A tenant on the weekly minimum 
wage, with a rent of $39 per week, would not 
qualify for a rebate. 

A second example would be a tenant on 
a widow's pension. At present, if she has 
a dependant income earner living with her, 
she would not qualify for a rebate if that 
dependant earned over $110 per week. 
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The system that I would like to see 
adopted by the Queensland Housing Com­
mission takes into account two main 
factors. The first is that the rent to a 
person on average weekly earnings would 
be no higher than 22t per cent of his wages. 
The second is that a dependant's ,income 
would not be taken fully into account until 
he reached the age of 25 years. I have 
here a table incorporating my proposed 
system. I lay on the table the document I 
have referred to and ask that it be incor­
porated in "Hansard". 

(Leave granted.) 
Whereupon the honourable member laid 

on the table the following document:-
"Proposed Scale: 

Income Proposed %of Current %of 
Rent Income Rent Income 

$ $ c % $ c % 
60 9.00 15'0 10.85 18'0 
70 10.50 15'0 13.35 19·0 
80 12.50 15·6 15.85 19·8 
90 14.50 16·1 18.00 20·0 

100 1650 16,5 22.25 22·2 
110 18.50 16·8 25.60 23·2 
120 20.50 17·0 28.90 24·0 
130 23,00 17·6 32.25 24·8 
140 25.50 18·2 35.60 25·4 
150 28.00 18'6 38.90 25'9 
160 30.50 19·0 42.25 26·4" 

From this level, to obtain further figures 
one increases rent rates until, at average 
weekly earnings, the rent is 22t per cent. 

Assessed income is to be based on a tenant's 
income. If a tenant has a dependant work­
ing, one adds $4 per week to rent if under 
21, or $6 per week if over 21 and under 
25, provided rent does not exceed market 
rent. 

I think that after a dependant reaches 25 
years of age he should start to accept a 
greater responsibility. We could then start 
to look at the formula that was set down in 
the 1945 agreement. My system does not 
take into account the income of a dependant 
under 25 years, except fill' the addition of a 
nominal sum to the rent. This would then 
allow the dependant to provide for himself 
and also to save for the future. The pro­
posed system also takes a smaller percentage 
of wages, shown by a drop of 7.4 per cent 
from 26.4 per cent to 19 per cent of the 
minimum wage of approximately $160. This 
percentage is higher than that charged 
between 1965 and 1975 but is a great relief 
from the present charge. 

I should like to see the Housing Com­
mission adopt the system that I have pro­
posed today and in the past to both the State 
and Federal Housing Ministers. I should like 
to see the present system changed as quickly 
as possible. Because of the policies of the 
Queensland Housing Commission, many ten­
ants in my electorate are facing severe fin­
ancial hardship. Those policies have been 
forcing up rents. In the last two years, rents 
in my electorate have risen by more than 
100 per cent. Tenants in other electorates 

are facing greater difficulties. Their rents 
are higher than they are even in my elector­
ate. Frankly, I cannot see how these people 
can survive. 

The Housing Commission was set up in 
1945 to provide cheap housing for workers. 
Today, it has lost sight of that objective. 
It has adopted a system based on market 
value and is competing with the private land­
lord or the "slum" landlord. It is trying 
to get the highest rent possible. By reason 
of the system that the Queensland Housing 
Commission has adopted over the last 2t 
years, I think that it is guilty of forcing up 
rents in Brisbane and in Queensland gen­
erally. 

Mr. Underwood: Housing Commission 
rents are higher than private rents. 

Mr. MACKENROTH: Yes, and we must 
remember that Housing Commission houses 
do not have floor coverings or curtains ill' 
any of the facilities provided in a private 
house. The only advantage in having a 
Housing Commission house is that a rent 
rebate is provided. That is why we must 
change the present system as quickly as 
possible. 

Mr. POWELL (Isis) (2.35 p.m.): I am 
happy to take part in this debate, and I 
begin by reaffirming my allegiance and that 
of the people of the Isis electorate to Her 
Majesty the Queen. 

I congratulate the Honourable Selwyn 
Muller on his election to the high office of 
Speaker of this Parliament. In common with 
other honourable members, I am sure that 
he will carry himself in an exemplary man­
ner and will at all times carry out the duties 
of Speaker in the best possible way. 

I also congratulate my two colleagues who 
have been elevated to the Ministry in the 
last couple of weeks, the honourable mem­
ber for Albert (Mr. Gibbs) and the honour­
able member for Townsville West (Mr. Max 
Hooper). I am certain that each of those 
gentlemen will acquit himself well and play 
a very important role as a member of the 
Ministry. 

Mr. R. J. Gibbs interjected. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Gunn): 
Order! 

Mr. POWELL: I am sure that they will 
be able to carry forward the policies of the 
Government in a very positive manner. 

Mr. R. J. Gibbs: Do you agree--

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I agree 
that the honourable member for Wolston is 
making too much noise. 

Mr. POWELL: I pay tribute to the two 
Ministers who resigned to allow two back­
bench members to become Ministers. The 
Honourable A. M. Hodges, who was lately 
the member for Gympie, was a very close 
friend of mine, and in many ways I am sad 
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to see him resign from this Chamber. In 
fact, it was Max Hodges who convinced me 
that I should become a member of the 
National Party. He performed his duty very 
well and served the State in a marvellous 
fashion in the 22 years that he was a mem­
ber of this Assembly. 

I also pay tribute to the Honourable Tom 
Newbery, who recently stood down as Minis­
ter for Culture, National Parks and Recrea­
tion to allow a younger person to come into 
Cabinet. That is some,thing that many people 
have been saying should occur. However, I 
do not think that a person should have to 
resign or change his position, no matter what 
it is, simply because of age. Surely the 
ability of the person concerned should be 
taken into consideration. Comments now 
being made, usually by the A.L.P. Opposition 
in trying to justify its position, that the 
Cabinet is too old or that Government mem­
bers are too old are absolute nonsense. People 
who are doing a job well should be allowed 
to continue to do it until their performance 
deteriorates. 

Mr. Frawley: The Opposition will never 
have the opportunity to become the Govern­
ment. 

Mr. POWELL: That is quite true. 

The motion to which I am speaking was 
capably moved by my colleague from Callide 
and seconded by the honourable member for 
Ithaca, and I would certainly pay tribute 
to them for the way in which thev moved 
and seconded it. · 

In his Opening Speech, His Excel!encv the 
Governor made a number of statements on 
which I would like to comment. In the 
second paragraph of that speech he said-

"Following the severe drought during the 
1977-78 summer, came a period of recovery 
for most affected areas." 

That might give 12eople the idea that the 
drought is over. In fact, it is still being 
experienced, and there is a verv severe 
drought indeed in a large portion of 
Queensland at the moment. 

Opposition Members interjected. 

Mr. POWELL: The only drought that does 
no,t occur, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is in the ranks 
of the Opposition, where the usual amount 
of garbage is still pouring forth. As I said, 
there is an extremely bad drought in country 
areas of the State, and I should like once 
again to put forward a proposal on behalf 
of both the rural producers and the town 
dwellers in my electorate to overcome 
problems of water supply. 

In five of the last seven years the 
Bundaberg/•Isis district has suffered below­
average rainfall. In fact, the first eight 
months of 1979, which finish tomorrow, have 
yielded only 301 mm of min. That is roughly 
12 in., which is less than one-quarter of the 
total average annual rainfall for the district. 
In 1978 the district received only two-thirds 
of its average annual rainfall; in 1977 it 

received less than half. 1976 was the last 
year in which the average annual rainfall 
was received in the district. The position is 
serious to the extent that for the bst three 
vears we have received disastrously below­
average rainfall. People who have been in 
this place for a number of years know that 
I have spoken very seriously about the 
problem of sugar-cane production in the Isis 
area, and the need for water to be supplied 
to the Isis electorate. 

We all know that the Bundaberg/Isis 
scheme has been given top priority by tills 
Government. The scheme was started in 
the early '70s with the idea of the State 
Government putting in $8,000,000 and the 
Federal Government putting in $12,000,000, 
but the people of the area are very grateful 
for the fact that it has reached the stage 
where the State Government has contributed 
over $55 000,000 and the Federal Govern­
ment ab~ut $20,000,000. The scheme is one 
of great importance to the area. The district 
has a fairly large, closely knit population, but 
some people will have to leave if water ds 
not brought to the cane-growing areas. No 
doubt in the years to come the wheel will 
turn and we will get normal rainfall ()[lCe 
again in that area. Meanwhile it has prob­
lems. It is important to remember that it is 
a high production area, and naturally water 
is needed for high production. 

If I can make only one plea here today, 
it is that the State Treasurer does all he 
can do to advance funds to take water to 
the Givelda area, which is a small farming 
community on the south side of the Burnett 
River that is desperately in need of water 
reticulation and irrigation. That water is 
important to the whole of the Isis Mill area, 
an area capable of producing 1 000 000 tonnes 
of cane annually, but which last year pro­
duced only 40 per cent of that amount. It 
is important that these irrigation works con­
tinue. 

Mr. R. l. GIBBS: I rise to a point of 
order. I draw your attention, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, to the state of the House. 

(Quorum formed.) 

Mr. POWELL: Obviously the member of 
the Opposition who interrupted me thought 
that my speech was of such worth that there 
ought to be more members in the Chamber 
listening to me. 

Recently in Bundaberg the Leader of the 
Opposition made great play about . the Bur­
nett/Isis scheme, and satd what an Important 
scheme it was. Of course, we would agree 
with that. He tried to castigate the Queens­
land Government because of some slowness 
in the provision of funds for this very import­
ant scheme. Once again the record disproves 
what the Leader of the Opposition had to 
say. Obviously the honourable gentleman 
does not think that local newspapers carry 
news items from all over the State. While 
in Townsville he made big play about the 
importance of the proposed Burdekin scheme, 
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and spoke about how his party in Govern­
ment would give that scheme No. 1 place on 
the priority list. In Bundaberg he said that 
the Burnett/Isis scheme would be No. 1 on 
the list. I do not know how many No. 1's 
he has, but it is quite clear that the deceit 
of this man is practised throughout Queens­
land, and very often. 

The towns in my electorate also face some 
problems in relation to their water supply. 
The ratepayers in the city of Bundaberg are 
charged high water rates now that they 
receive their water from the Burnett River, 
a scheme that necessitated the establishment 
of large treatment works. I suppose that, if 
they were allowed to water their lawns as 
often as they liked, they would be prepared 
to accept those high rates. However, the 
watering of lawns is a bone of contention 
in the city of Bundaberg. 

The chief problem arises in relation to the 
town of Woodgate. Honourable members 
would have heard me speak on earlier occa­
sions about the stupidity of the scheme to 
supply water to the people of Woodgate. It 
is a scheme that they did not want in the 
first place, one that was devised by some 
engineers who did not do their homework 
and one that was approved for some obscure 
reason by the Local Government Department 
and implemented. 

Previously the ratepayers in Woodgate 
paid $52 a year by way of water rates to be 
able to get a bit of mud through their taps. 
I invite any honourable members who think 
I am overstating the case to look at some 
of the water that comes through the taps 
in Woodgate. The ratepayers were reason­
ably happy to accept that situation. How­
ever, the Isis Shire Council, in its latest 
budget, and after saying that it would not 
increase the water rates in Woodgate, has 
in fact increased them to $63 a year. That 
is an intolerable situation. Fancy charging 
people water rates for water that they can­
not even get! Fancy having the hide to later 
increase the water rates! Yet that has 
occurred. 

The town of Childers, too, is in dire straits. 
At present, the Isis Shire Council is having 
investigations made in an attempt to obtain 
more water for Childers and Woodgate. 
Probably the most logical thing to do will 
be to pump water from the Burnett River 
and reticulate it to Childers and Woodgate. 
I hope that some sort of investigation will 
be conducted along those lines. However, 
it seems that at present the only inv<'stigation 
carried out entails the drilling of holes in 
the ground in an attempt to find water in 
areas that are well known for not having 
any. 

I would be derelict in my duty if I did 
not refer to the latest Grants Commission 
distribution to local authorities in my area. 
In last year's Budget debate I pointed to 
the anomalies that exist. Again I do so. 
How on earth the Grants Commission could 
decide that the cities of Bundaberg and 

Maryborough should receive the same amount 
of money from the commission is totally 
beyond my comprehension and that of the 
people in my electorate. I would not have 
thought it possible that that could happen. 
The population of Bundaberg is 50 per cent 
greater than that of Maryborough, and Bun­
daberg encounters much greater problems 
with regard to the reticulation of water. 
Furthermore, it is a growing area. In spite 
of that, Bundaberg is given the same amount 
of money as Maryborough. That is ridiculous 
in the extreme. 

I turn now to the Isis Shire. This year 
it received a total grant of $103,000, giving 
an Element B amount of $83,455, which I 
suppose is reasonable. Over the past year the 
Isis Shire Council has provided for its resid­
ents a very modern cultural centre, which is 
the pride of the district. In contrast, the 
area covered by the Hervey Bay Town Coun­
cil, an area that has a considerable part of 
Fraser Island in it-it should have more, of 
course-and a population of 12,000, has an 
Element B amount of only $81,000. I have 
no idea how the Grants Commission could 
come to such a decision. 

Why Hervey Bay should receive a lower 
amount than Gympie, a town of similar size 
and population, yet a town of much smaller 
area, is beyond me. Why Hervey Bay sho:uld 
receive a lower amount than W arw1ck, 
another town of similar size and population 
but nowhere near ,the area, is beyond me. 
Something must be done by this Government 
to make sure that there is a more equitable 
distribution of moneys from the Common­
wealth Grants Commission. The present 
policy is completely unsatisfactory. The 
town of Hervey Bay has a 20 per cent pen­
sioner population and the council tries to 
do the right thing by the pensioners and all 
other residents. I do not know how on earth 
the council will be able to finance the town 
if this type of Grants Commission policy 
is continued. It must be stopped and a far 
more equitable system devised. 

Mr. DAVIS: I rise to a point of order, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. I draw your attention 
to the state of the House. 

(Quorum formed.) 

Mr. POWELL: Local authorities obtain 
most of their finance from rates levied on 
valuations arrived at by the Department of 
Survey and Valuation. Obviou::ly the system 
used to arrive at land valuations must be 
changed. The present state of affairs is noth­
ing short of scandalous. In my electorate 
new valuations have been struck and the 
council is levying rates on the new valua­
tions. I cannot accept-and the people of 
my electorate will not accept-the proposi­
tion that the valuation of an area of land 
that has been rated for many, many years 
should be increased simply because of the 
value of land in a new subdivision nearby. 
I put that to the Minister for Survey and 
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Valuation. While he probably agrees 
privately, doubtless his department will not 
accept it. 

The block of land on which I live is an 
older block in the city of Bundaberg. It has 
been rated for many, many years. In that 
time a bitumen road, kerbing, channelling 
and sewerage have been provided from th.: 
rates paid on the blocks of land in the area. 
A new subdivision has been established 
nearby. Bitumen roads, kerbing, channelling 
and sewerage were provided in the sub­
division. The people buying blocks of land 
in that subdivision pay for those services 
when they buy a block of land. Yet the 
Department of Survey and Valuation has 
the hide to make me pay higher rates in line 
with the rates paid by people who have paid 
a high price for land. That is totally and 
completely wrong. The system must be 
changed. Until the Government takes its 
head out of the sand and comes to a 
realisation of these problems, we will be 
continually overtaxed at a local government 
level. 

In recent years land valuations in sea­
side areas have increased. Rates are sup­
posed to be levied on the unimproved value 
of the land. That is absolute nonsense; it 
does not happen. Coastal land values have 
increased and so, too, have the rates. We 
get the ridiculous consequence that people 
on a small block of coastal land-and 
frequently they are people who have retired 
to the coast-are paying higher rates than 
people living on a large block of land used 
for rural production. I have previously made 
representations to the Minister for Local 
Government to break the nexus so that a 
local authority, if it so desires, will have the 
right to levy a lower rate in the dollar on 
urban land than on rural land. I do not 
think this Government should be legislating 
to force them to do otherwise. 

Within my electorate a problem has 
resulted from the closure of the Burgowan 
colliery, caused by the major customer (the 
Queensland Electricity Generating Board) 
deciding to close the Howard Power Station 
from 30 June next year. The fact has been 
well known for some time. However, if one 
looks at the total overall fuel requirements 
of this country, the closing down of a mine 
with reserves of about 1 000 000 tonnes of 
steaming coal is just stark raving mad. That 
is what has occurred. After many repre­
sentatio~s to the Minister for Mines, Energy 
and Pollce, the Government has given Bur­
gowan colliery an order for 4 500 tonnes 
of coal to carry it through to the end of 
this year, allowing the mine to remain open 
until new orders are found. 

Let us think about this sensibly. Australia 
imports approximately 30 per cent of its 
fuel requirements. That 30 per cent is 
largely furnace oil; yet oil and oil products 
are in short supply in Australia artificially­
and I emphasise the artificiality of it. If 
the Federal Government had been fair 
dinkum three years ago when it spoke about 
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fuel shortages, it would have advised industry 
using furnace oil to convert to steaming 
coal. But, no, it didn't. It prattled on and 
continued to make fuel an income earner 
for itself. We are still importing 30 per 
cent of our total fuel needs, most of which 
is furnace fuel, when we have in the ground 
countless millions of tonnes of steaming 
coal that ought to be used. Certainly many 
industries in the area are converting from 
oil to coal. 

Mr. Hansen: Furnace oil is again doubling 
in price. 

Mr. POWELL: Yes, and that ought to be 
enough to make those in the boardrooms 
of this country think sensibly and change 
now from oil to steaming coal. Then small 
mines such as Howard, which produces first­
class steaming coal, will be able to project 
themselves further and become not only 
revenue-earners for the Federal Government 
through taxes but also employers of labour 
-as they ought to be. 

Therefore, I hope that companies will see 
sense-and that the Federal Government 
will help them to see sense-by changing 
from furnace oil to steaming coal so that we 
can use our resources in the best possible 
way. Some people claim that we do not have 
sufficient coal. They do not know the truth 
of the matter. They ought to read the Coal 
Board's report, in which they will see that 
we have something like 9 000 million tonnes 
in known reserves at the moment-over 200 
years' supply. 

As I said earlier, it is my belief that the 
Federal Government is using fuel purely as 
a revenue earner, and it ought to be exposed 
for doing it. It ought not to be putting up 
the price of fuel as it is at the moment. I 
cannot agree with the type of policy it is 
putting forward. It is ridiculous in the 
extreme for it to be forcing up the price 
of fuel in the manner in which it is, par­
ticularly for the country people. My col­
league the member for Peak Downs gave 
figures yesterday showing that people in 
country areas use their personal motor 
cars about four times as much as people 
in provincial and city areas. Of course, that 
stands to reason. It is their only means of 
communication and transport. So people in 
country areas are being overburdened by 
this ridiculous taxing policy of the Federal 
Government. Certainly, from 1 December 
income tax will be lowered-and so it ought 
to be. However, there is no excuse for the 
Federal Government to recoup that loss of 
income tax by bumping up the price of 
petrol when people in country areas are at 
such a disadvantage in their transportation 
costs. 

A lot of publicity has emanated lately 
from various people who, I suggest, have not 
done their homework, claiming that because 
of the cost of petrol, people should be buying 
and driving cars with smaller engines. What 
they are ignoring is the cost of maintenance. 
Those of us who live in country areas 
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and do very high mileages know that 
the 8-cylinder motor car is probably cheaper 
to run over a period of time than is a 
4-cylinder or 6-cylinder car, simply because 
the engine is understressed and the repairs 
required are far fewer. 

Mr. Simpson: Often more economical, too. 

Mr. POWELL: As the member for 
Cooroora says, they are often more economi­
cal. That has certainly been my experience. 

In his Speech the Governor mentioned 
education. One-third of this State's Budget 
is spent on education. This Government has 
always accorded education a very high 
priority, and the current campaigns being 
conducted by various Opposition members 
about education are untrue. As I said, one­
third of the State Budget is spent on educa­
tion and a revolution has occurred in educa­
tion in this State within the life of this 
Government. I was a teacher under the pre­
vious Labor Government, and what has hap­
pened in the 20-odd years since then in the 
education field has indeed been remarkable. 
The Government now provides excellent 
facilities for education. Opposivion members 
keep harping on the fact that our expendi­
ture per head on education is less than that 
in other States, but it is obvious when one 
looks at the cost of building in Queensland 
as compared with that in other States that 
we need to spend less on education than 
they do. 

A new primary school is being built in 
my electorate ready for the opening of the 
1980 school year. This is an absolute neces­
sity if we are to continue to educate pri­
mary-school children in the West Bundaberg 
area as well as we have done in the past. 
Because another high school will be abso­
lutely necessary in the near future, there is 
a need for the Education Department to 
purchase land at Hervey Bay for it. The 
Education Department needs to plan in con­
junction with local authorities so that it 
knows in advance where the larger areas of 
population will be situated. So I am hopeful 
that in the near future the Education 
Department will purchase land for a new 
high school at the Urangan end of Hervey 
Bay. 

The Isis District and Kepnock High 
Schools are also desperately in need of extra 
class-room accommodation. Thev still have 
stuck in their yards some· outmoded 
demountable buildings that ought not to be 
there. 

Unfortunately we face a philosophical 
problem in that there are people in the 
Education Department who believe that the 
only buildings erected in the future should 
be of the single-storey open-area type, in 
spite of the fact that a recent Western 
Australian survey showed that open-area 
education was no better than normal class­
room education and, in some cases, worse. 
I believe that it is high time the Education 
Department took notice of what teachers are 
saying and erected the type of buildings 

they want. I can assure members 
teachers would prefer 
buildings, so that there would be 
children during inclement weather. 

There has been a considerable amount of 
controversy in East Bundaberg over the 
replacement of the East Bundaberg State 
School. The time must shortly arrive when 
the Education Department, together with 
the Works Department, will do something 
about this problem because the South Bunda­
berg and Kalkie State Schools are both 
becoming overloaded with pupils. This is 
occurring because parents refuse to send 
their children to the East Bundaberg State 
School. It seems only logical that there must 
be some move to solve this problem in the 
near future. 

In his Speech the Governor also made 
reference to the Parliamentary Select Com­
mittee on Education, of which I am proud 
to be a member. I believe it has been one 
of the better select committees in Queens­
land. There is a great need for the estab­
lishment of other select committees. I would 
like to draw attention to Standing Orders 
which refer to reports of select committees. 
Standing Order 203 is headed "Proceedings 
on Consideration of Draft Report". The 
last sentence reads--

"A Member disagreeing with the Report 
may require a statement of the reasons of 
his disagreement to be appended to the 
Report." 

I do not believe that the Standing Orders 
cater fully for minority reports. I had a 
disagreement with the other members of the 
select committee in respect of one of the 
reports, but, because the Standing Orders 
do not allow for it, I was not able to present 
a minority report. I believe that if the 
Parliament is to be served in the best 
interests of everyone by select committees­
and I think that the case for select com­
mittees is very strong-there should be 
adequate provisions in the Standing Orders 
for the presentation of a minority report 
in conjunction with the majority report. As I 
say, at present the Standing Orders do not 
provide for this, and I hope that, when Mr. 
Speaker calls the Standing Orders Committee 
together in the near future, that situation will 
be rectified as soon as possible. 

The Governor also referred to health and 
the amount of money spent in that area in 
this State. In my electorate there are four 
hospitals of great importance administered by 
three hospitals boards. The Bundaberg Base 
Hospital is about to be extended with the 
erection of a new maternity section. Of 
course, that is long overdue. At the moment, 
there is an argument about whether or not 
an operating theatre should be included in 
the new maternity section. I am sure honour­
able members would appreciate the 
ridiculousness of the situation if an operating 
theatre were not included in the maternity 
section, which is geographically a fair 
distance from the general area of the hos­
pital. An emergency could arise in the 
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maternity section and an operating theatre 
might not be available in the general area 
of the hospital. 

The Health Department has to see reason 
in this matter. Like so many other honour­
able members, I am sick and tired of seeinQ 
clerks in Brisbane making decisions about 
country areas without either going to the 
areas concerned or appreciating the problems 
involved. It is certainly pleasing that mem­
bers of the forward-planning committee of 
the J3undaberg Hospitals Board have been 
able to come to Brisbane occasionallv to dis­
cuss this matter. It is important th~t sense 
should prevail in this matter. 

The Leader of the Opposition, when he 
was in Bundaberg recently, made great play 
about hospital boards and said that the 
Queensland Government was derelict in its 
duty because it does not appoint women to 
hospital boards. He chose a very bad place 
in which to make that statement, because 
there are women on each of the 
hospitals boards at Bundaberg, Isis and Mary­
borough. Perhaps he should have made that 
statement in one of his Central or Southern 
Queensland Press releases. 

The Hospital is in great need 
of a A number of people 
from Bay have to travel to Marv-

or three times a week f~r 
treatment. This should not be 
Maryborough Hospitals Board 

that this is bad and is to apply 
Department for funds to enable 
a part-time physiotherapist at 

Hcrvey This is needed, and it is about 
time again the Health Department had 
a sensible look at the matter. I will be listen­
ing carefully to the Minister for Health, 
when he makes his speech on the Health 
Department Estimates, to ensure that provi­
sion is made for a physiotherapist at Hervey 
Bay. 

This I asked the Minister for 
Maritime and To~rism a question 
about navigation lights m Hervey Bay, 
especially in association with the Urangan 
Boat Harbour. Probably everybody knows 
the details that he gave in his answer. I think 
that his inexperience was shown in the last 
paragraph of the answer, which read-

"The Maryborough area has more 
navigation lights than any other port in 
Queensland outside of Brisbane." 

Of course that is true, and that is how it 
should he, because there are so many sand­
banks and little reefs in the area. But the 
point I make is that the driver of a boat 
coming towards the Urangan Harbour, who 
is not familiar with the area, cannot see the 
lead lights or the beacons because of the 

on the mainland at Urangan and 
I would like to suggest that, where 

channels are involved, the Depart­
ment of Harbours and Marine should liaise 
far more often with local authorities in the 
placement of street lights and other warning 

lights on the mainland. Lights that, accord­
ing to the Minister's answer this morning, 
have a range of H to 2 miles or 2! to 3 
miles probably are adequate for a boat 
travelling at 6 knots. However, the Minister 
said that virtually all these lights are for 
the benefit of small craft, and as most small 
craft travel at about 20 knots a visibility of 
11 to 2 miles is totally inadequate. Anyone 
who has travelled in a small boat with a 
planing hull will know that that is true. 

Hervcy Bay is a major tourist area and an 
incredibly large number of boats use the 
Urangan Boat Harbour. The Department 
of Harbours and Marine is to be congratu­
lated for providing a new parking area for 
use in association with the Urangan Boat 
Harbour. However, at the same time, the 
Department should also have the sense to 
look towards increasing the intensity of 
the lights in the leads so that incoming boats, 
particularly visiting boats, will have a definite 
and clear indication where the channels are 
and be able to enter the harbour without 
any problems and without running on to 
sandbanks, rocks, and other obstructions. 

It is very important that the Department of 
Harbours and Marine and the Minister 
should be made aware of this problem, and 
I am hoping that very shortly the Honour­
able Max Hooper will see his way clear to 
visit the delightful area of Hervey Bay, where 
he will find that the climate is more pleasant 
than in his home town or in Brisbane, and 
see for himself the problems associated with 
these lights. 

As I mentioned earlier, cultural activities 
in my area are alive and well. I am pleased 
to see that the new Minister for Culture, 
National Parks and Recreation is in the 
House at the moment, and I remind him of 
the very enjoyable time that he had while 
he was in Bundaberg recently for the Nat­
ional Party State Conference. He listened 
to the Bundaberg Concert Band and the 
J3undaberg Youth Orchestra, both of which 
are top-line musical groups, and we are look­
ing to the department for its assistance for 
these groups of young people. Those who 
train them do so entirely voluntarily and it 
is very important that they should be sup­
ported as much as possible. 

Briefly, I should like to commend the 
Forestry Department for the way in which 
it goes about its work. On Fraser Island, the 
Forestry Department has come under 
extreme criticism from a very few narrow­
minded people who seem to believe that the 
department's work is not good enough. As 
has been stated in this Chamber many times 
before, the department has been on Fraser 
Island for 100 years and no part of the 
island has been logged more than twice. 
Anybody who looks carefully at the island 
\Vill know that that is true. 

The department should also be congratu­
lated for the open days that it conducts. 
Recently the Elliott River forestry officers 
in my electorate conducted a family day 
and invited people from the town to come 
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to the forest and look at the work they are 
doing and show them over the area. I 
assure you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and mem­
bers of this Assembly that that offer by the 
people concerned, in their own time, was 
very much appreciated by the people who 
took advantage of that offer. I hope that 
the Forestry Department will make it an 
annual event. I think it is a worthwhile 
policy and one that should be advanced, 
because it is important that the people of 
Queensland understand the work of the 
Forestry Department and know that it is 
using techniques that are recognised and 
appreciated world wide. 

_In the couple of minutes left to me, I 
w1sh to comment on the employment situation 
in my electorate. Fortunately, the latest 
figures that have been issued show an increase 
in employment and a decrease in unemploy­
ment; but I cannot see any major increase 
in employment occurring until the Federal 
Government adopts a far more positive 
attitude to taxation policies. The Federal 
Leader of the Opposition recently condemned 
out of his own mouth the former Labor 
Government. When criticising the latest Fed­
eral Budget, all he had to say was, "The 
Government has had three years to rectify 
the matter." The question that must remain 
in the minds of the Australian electorate is 
"Why did the present Government have t~ 
rectify anything?" If Mr. Hayden says that 
the Governf!le~t h'_ld three years to rectify 
the matter, 1t Is qmte clear that Labor in its 
tenure of occupation of the Treasury benches 
made a great mess of things. 

(Time expired.) 

Mr. WHITE (Southport) (3.15 p.m.): First 
of all, I congratulate His Excellency the 
qovernor on his Opening Speech, and assure 
h1m of the loyalty of those in my electorate 
whom I represent in this House. 

I offer my personal congratulations to 
Mr. Speaker on his election. He has my 
confidence; I know that he will carry out 
his duties in an excellent manner. 

Today I would like to cover three subjects. 
Members of the Opposition who were a 
little vocal a few minutes ago will at least 
have the benefit of knowing tha.t I intend 
to be f·airly brief. 

The first subject I should like to deal 
with is the lack of a Public Accounts Com­
mittee in this Parliament. At the outset 
I would like to correct an impression that 
may have been given earlier this week by 
the technical aspect of the introduction in 
the House of a motion that the Liberal 
Party, or certain members of the Govern­
ment, were opposed to the setting up of 
a Public Accounts Committee. Let me 
make the point that the opposition from 
certain members of the Government includ­
ing the leader of the Liberal Party came 
on a technicality. The leader br the 
Liberal Party is no,t opposed to the intro­
duction of a Public Accounts Committee in 

this House, and there are many members 
of both parties on the Government side who 
would like to see it. 

I have spoken on this subject before. I 
spoke about it at some length last year. 
I remember the Government Whip speaking 
about it at some length last year, as did 
the leader of the Liberal Party both here 
and publicly outside. There is great support 
for the introduction of a Public Accounts 
Committee. I intend to raise this subject 
periodically until we get a Public Accounts 
Committee. I realise the subject has been 
raised many times before, and it will con­
tinue to be raised until such a committee is 
set up. 

Basically the purpose of any Government 
is to raise and distribute finance. We have 
a very good system in this House covering 
the raising and allocation of finance. Under 
that sound system, the money is allocated 
by Ministers. The allocation of the money 
is one thing, but public scrutiny of its 
spending is another. That is something 
that a Public Accounts Committee should 
be empowered to do. As far as I know, 
this is the only Parliament in the Common­
wealth that does not have a parliamentary 
Public Accounts Committee. Of course, 
that raises the question: Why? 

It is no use saying, as some people do, 
that the Auditor-General presents an annual 
report. As mos,t members know, all the 
Auditor-General is empowered to do is to 
make sure that the money has not been 
spent improperly. He does that very well. 
However, we do not have any supervision 
of the spending of the money to ensure 
that it is spent by the departments in the 
most economical way to achieve the best 
possible results. The function of a PubJ!c 
Accounts CommitUee is to examine pubhc 
accounts and report on them to Parliament. 
That committee should be invested with all 
the powers of a royal commission. It 
should be able to call witnesses; it should 
be able to direct that evidence be taken 
on oath; it should be able to take act,ion 
against unco-operative witnesses; it should be 
able to investigate any accounts it wishes to, 
or any matter that is referred to it. I 
am not cri.ticising Ministers or departments 
when I say that the problem at the moment 
is that back-benchers and the public do not 
have access to accounts to see how the 
money is being spent. 

What is more, the knowledge that a 
Minister or a public servant in a department 
could be called before this committee at 
any time would encourage a certain amount 
of concentration of effort and, at the very 
least, the very best of housekeeping within 
departments. Furthermore, a Public Accounts 
Committee would allow parliamentarians, and 
back-benchers in particular, direct contact 
with public servants. At the moment, this 
direct contact is not very great at alL I 
believe that it is to the detriment of back­
benchers and public servants that there is 
not more communication between the two. 
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Greater communication would allow back­
benchers to understand the somewhat 
mysterious workings of various departments 
and public servants who, by the nature of 
their task, are isolated from the problems 
that confront the elected representatives 
would be exposed to those problems and 
allowed to understand them more fullv. So 
greater communication between ·back­
benchers and public servants could only be 
for the benefit of both sides. 

I repeat what I said earlier-what I am 
saying is not a criticism of Ministers the 
system or public servants. I believe th;t the 
Ministers in the Queensland Government and 
the public servants who support them are 
domg a great job. What I would like to 
see is some exposure to back-benchers and 
!O the public of the way in which that job 
Is done. They have nothing to hide. I 
believe that most of them would welcome 
such a system. To use a cliche, justice 
must be seen to be done. 

. Ministers in Queensland have nothing to 
hide. I have spoken to Ministers from other 
Parliaments, including the Federal Parlia­
ment, and most of them welcome such a 
s~stem because it ensures not only super­
vislOn by the Mmrsters over their depart­
ments hut also outs1de supervision, and this 
keeps those departments on their toes. There 
Is no doubt that some outside scrutiny by a 
parliamentary Public Accounts Committee 
~oes lead to economies and improvements 
m vanous departments. There is no doubt 
that the Federal Ministers at least welcome 
the system. 

In this Parliament, the back-benchers are 
not involved sufficiently in the process of 
government: . Various proposals to have 
assistant Mmrsters and so on have been put 
forward but they have not been accepted. 
Perhaps they should not be accepted. How­
ever, the committee system is not effective 
enough. H?w are we ever goiiTg to get the 
most effective and experienced Ministers in 
this Parliament if the back-benchers are not 
involved in the process of government as 
they learn th_eir trade on the back benches? 
Apart fr~m all the other reasons I have given, 
the appomtment of a Public Accounts Com­
mittee would allow greater involvement by 
back,benchers. 

This is just another call for a Public 
Acc~mnt~ C?mmittee. As I said in reply to 
an mtef]ectlon from the member for Bris­
bane Central, the call will continue to be 
made by me,_ and I suspect by other people 
~s well, untJ! such time as the system is 
mtroduced. 

Mr. Davis: You had your chance to debate 
that one point yesterday, in relation to the 
Government aircraft. 

Mr. WHITE: If I had been here, I prob­
ably would have done. 

Mr. R. J. Gibbs: Oh, come on. Don't try 
the sleight-of-hand trick here. 

lVI'r. 'WHITE: Instead of cntrc1sing, 
Opposition members should be grateful that 
someone is saying this. 

I now turn to a subject that I believe is 
of even greater importance to the Parliament 
of this State than the appointment of a 
Public Accounts Committee. I refer to the 
system of parliamentary travel allowances that 
is applicable to members of this Parliament. 
Over the past two years there has been, to 
put it mildly, a certain amount of discussion 
about this subject. It is unfortunate that 
during the discussions that took place in the 
last 18 months the opportunity was no-t taken 
to revise the system completely rather than 
patch it up and le'ave it basically as it was. 
The current system is keeping members of 
this Parliament in ignorance of what is hap­
pening in Queensland. 

We all know that the present system 
allows a member five trips within the State 
in any one year (three of them with his 
wife), and three trips interstate (one of 
them with his wife). Today I do not intend 
to pursue whether or not we should be 
allowed to go outside Australia. Suffice it 
to say that the time is coming when a trip 
to New Zealand or New Guinea, rather than 
to Perth, must be considered reasonable if 
a member is to broaden his mind and sec 
what is going on in other places. I am not 
discussing travel outside Australia at present. 

For those five trips within the State to 
reasonable destinations such as Thursday 
Island, Townsville, Mt. Isa, Charleville and 
Longreach, and three trips interstate to 
Perth, Adelaide and Hobart, with a member's 
wife accompanying him on the appropriate 
number of times, at the rates applying about 
two weeks ago-probably it would be more 
expensive now-the cos·! would have been 
something over $4,000. 

The problem arises in that members can 
travel only by scheduled services. That is 
the nub of the problem. To me, it is not 
sensible to require a politician, particularly 
in Queensland with its vast areas and di'· 
persed population, to travel only by scheduled 
air, bus or train services, because in practical 
terms we are all short of time. Most of 
us can afford only the time it takes to go 
by air. In Queensland, according to the 
figures I have-I hope they are reasonably 
accurate-some 251 towns have a population 
in excess of 200, but only 50 of them are 
serviced by scheduled aircraft. Most of the 
schedules operate only once or twice a 
week. 

I ask you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, honourable 
members and the people who make deci;ions 
on parliamentary travel, how any member 
can be expected to understand what is going 
on in the State if he can visit onlv some 
50 towns by scheduled aircraft while the 
rest of the State is virtually precluded from 
his attention because of his inabilitv to trawl 
to those areas. Under the present system, 
a member cannot hire a car or charter an 
aircraft. In the circumstances, many areas 



190 Address in Reply [30 AUGUST 1979] Address in Reply 

in Queensland where so much is 
are areas of total ignorance to 
majority of members in the House. 

Mr. Austin: Why do you think that is? 

Mr. WHITE: I intended to answer that 
at the end of submissions on this matter, 
but sce;ng that question has been raised 
I will answer it now. I must ask whv the 
current syst::m is not changed. ·wfthout 

. the question myself, however, it 
certamly occurs to me and others that the 
current system being maintained in order 
to keep urban members out of the country. 

ML R . .J. Gihbs: I could not agree more. 
In other words, you are that the 

does not want us 
areas that he holds. 

Campaigning? 

. Mr. R . .J. Gibbs: That is right-campaion­
mg and It would not be harct"' to 

of Cooroora. 
Mr. You would not even know 

where it ·was. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER 
will not 

will made 
member speaking. 

(Mr. Row): 
be tolerated. 

the Chair 

Mr. WHITE: The current system would 
not be s? bad if the committee system in 
this Parham~nt was working more success­
full):' thap 1t IS. I referred to it briefly 
earlier. How,ever, the only way that mem-
~ers can easiJY get to areas that would 
h~e to see is for Ministers to take com-
mittees round the State more frequently than 
they do. I do not want to dwell on this 
except to say that that system is not working: 

I am that an amount of money 
be to each member. I suggest 
about cost of air travel that I 

previously. 

For the Opposition, too? 

Mr ... WHITE: Yes. We have to give 
OppositiOn members a fair go. 

I . that each member could then go 
to tne . of Parliament and say, "I want 
to do this tnp. I want to hire a plane and 
then hire a car for a week so that I can flv 
to Longreach and drive down to Dalby to 
see what is on in the central coal-
fields." The would make the bookings, 
pay the bills and do all the accounting. I 
am not . that that monev be i!ven 
to members. It be account~d for and 
vouched for in the normal, sensible way. A 
car can be hired for $40 a day. How manv 
days' car travel could one get for $4,000, i"f 
one wanted to travel that wav? One would 

see something of t"he State. An 
can be chartered for $90 an hour. 

How many times do we have to go to the 
same place to use up our travel entitlements, 
and see nothing? How many times can one 
productively go to Mt. Isa or Longreach? We 

do not want to go there all the time. Some 
of the that we want to see are where 
the is happening. When there is a 
problem at Aurukun, members should be 
able to get there, and get there quickly, by 
flying to Cairns and chartering an aircraft. 
How does one get to a place like Duchess, 
where we had a problem last if one 
cannot charter an aircraft from Isa? 
How does one get to Mary Kathleen or 
Weipa or the Central Queensland coalfields 
to see what is happening in those places? 

Mr. McKcclmic: Don't you think you're 
well enough paid to charter an aircraft? 

Ml'. WHITE: I don't. I think the present 
system leads to a misuse of travel--and it is 
one that could easily be improved. 

How does one get to a place like Rundlc, 
or to Millmerran to see its great coal 
deposits? How does one get to the Atherton 
Tableland? How does one get to know what 
is happening in the cattle industry if one 
does not have an opportunity to see how 
the Roma saleyards are operating and the 
prices being paid there? 

How many members of this House really 
understand the State that we are representing 
and for? How many members can 
say they have travelled-and travelled 
recently and frequently-to all of these 
places to understand what is going on? Most 
come to Southport, and I can understand 
why they do that. However, it is a long time 
since I have been to the Millmerran area or 
to Stanthorpe to see what is happening in 
the fruit-growing industry. It is some time 
since I have been up to Cairns. 

The reason that I am so concerned about 
this is that one of my responsibilities within 
my own party is chairmanship of the rural 
committee. In the last six months I have 
travelled a great deal throughout Queensland, 
but it is a very difficult operation. 

Mr. Davis: Could I give you a bit of 
advice? I wouldn't keep on this if I were 
you; otherwise you will get your allocation 
cut to a quarter. 

Mr. WHITE: If that is so, I will be up 
on my feet next week saying a few other 
things. 

The only wav I have been able to dis­
charge my responsibilities and understand 
what is happening in the primary industries 
of this State is to hitch-hike my way around. 
I must say-and I have a great deal of 

in saying it-that the people who 
been most helpful to me in gaining an 

understanding of what is happening in 
primary industries and have helped me get 
from A to B in their cars have been 
staunch members of the National Party. 
is true coalition friendship. It may well be 
that some of them have since been dis­
charged from the National Party, so I 
would like to record my appreciation of 
their eff arts. 
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Travel is a problem, but one that is easily 
solved. I believe that there are too many 
members voting on legislation the effects of 
which they do not understand; but they will 
never understand and will be voting in 
ignorance until the travel system is changed 
to one that will produce well-informed 
politicians, and therefore better legislation. 

I wish to discuss one other contentious 
and that is casinos. They have 

been in the party room on many 
occasions, and I regret to say that on the 
latest occasion the matter was raised it 
received less than it did the previous 
time. But the remains that whatever 
feelings people might have about gambling, 
there is probably more gambling in this 
State per head of population than in any 
other part of Australia. No log.ieal argu­
ment can be put forward that one 
form of gambling is all but that 
another form of gambling is just because 
it takes place in a casino. 

Casinos have become a way of life all 
over the world. Many people like to gamble 
in them, and if rt is not causing any harm 
to anyone else why should people be pre­
vented from doing so while other people 
play bingo, go to the T.A.B. or take part 
in other forms of gambling. Just to prove 
my point, I mention that Queensland is 
about to be by casinos. A second 
casino will be es.tablished in 
Launceston in Tasmania. It is not a large 
town, but people believe the casino will 
have a future. Without the introduction 
of the Wrest Point cas.jno some years ago, 
the Tasmanian tourist industry would be 
non-existent and the Tasmanian economy 
would be in a very sad state indeed. Very 
shortly two casinos will be established in 
the Northern Territory. In fact, I think one 
is already in operation in Darwin and the 
second will be established in Alice Springs. 
A casino will also be established in Melbourne 
in the near future and I understand that 
several are to be established in New South 
Wales, with one probably situated just across 
our border. I see from an article in today's 
paper that it will probably not be verY 
long before a casino is established in the 
Australian Capital Territory. So Queensland 
will be ringed by casinos and there is no 
doubt that the Queensland tourist industry 
will suffer. 

I would like to make the point (although 
opponents of casinos will never accept it) 
that there are different types of casinos. 
I am talking about European-type casinos 
established on one or two floors of first­
class hotels. By that I mean hotcls that 
offer all the other facilities of a hotel such 
as floor shows, decent restaurants, saunas, 
swimming-pools and so on, v:ith a casino 
established in the middle of the whole tourist 
complex. 

Mr. K. J. Hooper: Any call girls? 

Mr. WHITE: That is up to the individual. 
It is a waste of time to try to legislate 
against them. 

I am not talking about machines; 
that is a different subject. is not nPeP"~'rv 
to have poker machines in a 
am talking not about the Las 
of gambling, but the sort of 
has been established at Wrcst Point. 
went to see it just before Christmas and was 
very impressed. 

Mr. Mackenroth: Did you win or lose? 

Mr. WHITE: To show the honourable 
member how much personal involvement I 
have in the gambling industry, I mention 
that I did not have a bet; betting just does 
not interest me. I am not pursuing the 
argument on personal grounds. 

The argument that is advanced against 
the establishment of casinos is that they 
attract crime. I do not think under 
investigation, this argument can sus-
tained. The pclice in Hobart say that that 
is not the case. 

The effect of not having casinos in 
Queensland is that many tourists are going 
elsewhere, and they are doing so in increas­
ing numbers. All the natural attractions of 
our State, many of which are daytime 
attractions, will not sustain a viable tourist 
industry unless tourists can do as wish 
at night. Increasing numbers of like 
to have dinner and then spend a hours 
in a casino. 

The other loss that we are sustaining in 
this State by not having casinos is that a 
lot of the revenue that could be coming to 
the Government from casinos is going else­
where. I believe that that revenue should 
not come only to the Government. If 
casinos were licensed in Queensland and if, 
by chance, one was licensed for the Gold 
Coast, it could be licensed in such a way 
that some of the money from that casino 
could go directly to the local authority so 
that it could have some money, which does 
not come from the taxpayers, with which to 
provide tourist attractions and tourist pro­
tection. 

One of the things that come readily to 
mind is the setting up of a regular beach 
surveillance and patrol system, which we do 
not have at the moment. There are prob­
lems on the Gold Coast in maintaining sur­
veillance on our beaches, and there are 
drownings from time to time. Just recently, 
some of the high-rise operators provided 
money to employ two life-savers on the 
beach between Main Beach and Surfers 
Paradise. It has proved to be a tremendous 
success. The council will now be asked to 
make this beach a permanently patrolled 
area, but it has its monetary problems. Also, 
there is no way in the world in which the 
present resources of the life-saving system 
can be extended to provide this protection. 
If there was a casino on the Gold Coast and 
if some of the money from it went to the 
local council, that protection could be pro­
vided. That would be a good way in which 
to attract the tourist and to encourage him 
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to return. As I have said, I am not talking 
~bout poker machines; that is a separate 
ISSUe. 

I say in conclusion that I would like to 
see a select committee established to look 
into the whole question of casinos in Queens­
land. If it was decided to extend the terms 
of reference of that select committee to 
enable it to look at the poker-machine prob­
lem, that would be all right with me. But 
what I am calling for now is the establish­
ment of a select committee to look into the 
question of the licensing of casinos in Queens­
land. This issue will be raised time and 
time again, and I think that the best way 
to deal with it is to establish a select com­
mittee to look at the question, in the same 
way as a select committee was set up to 
look at education. All the issues were aired, 
everybody had his say, and the committee 
came down with some firm recommenda­
tions. That is what I believe should happen 
with this vexed question of the establishment 
of casinos in this State. 

Mr. K. J. Hooper: Sit down now and you 
will get a run in the Press. 

Mr. WHITE: I am very grateful for the 
honourable member's interjection. 

Mr. BLAKE (Bundaberg) (3.44 p.m.): In 
entering this Address-in-Reply debate, I 
wish to express my loyalty to Her Majesty 
the Queen and also my appreciation, and 
that of the electorate of Bundaberg, of His 
Excellency's visits to Bundaberg and his 
personal interest in our city and district. 

I should also like to congratulate Mr. 
Speaker on his election to his high and hon­
ourable office. 

I have never before entered an Address-in­
Reply debate with a feeling of such great 
concern for the welfare of my constitutents 
and the State of Queensland in general. 
Never before in my parliamentary career 
have the depressed circumstances and the 
high unemployment of my constituents 
merited such concern. Those conditions exist 
as a result of gross incompetence by this 
State Government and by the present 
Federal Government. The Federal Govern­
ment continues to pose and posture, duck 
and weave around broken promises like a 
brolga in a mating dance, accompanied by 
Mr. Anthony, the Premier and the National 
Party making mating noises to the multi­
nationals in the background. Until now, the 
Liberal-National Party Government in Can­
berra has maintained a one-leg stance, claim­
ing it was necessary to let unemployment 
rise to get inflation down or, on the alterna­
tive leg, let inflation rise to get unemploy­
ment down. It was not possible, it said, to 
do both. Now, in its latest-and I hope last­
Budget, it has withdrawn both legs and 
fallen fiat on its face and admitted that 
neither employment nor inflation will 
decrease but that both will rise together. 

One would still expect to find in this State 
the spirit of co-operation and goodwill that 
once prevailed to overcome such adversities 

as we are suffering today. Instead, the 
National Party has initiated and forged a 
climate of confrontation and disunity 
unheard of hitherto in this State and still 
foreign to the Australian way of life in the 
rest of this nation. This confrontation, this 
disunity and this attempted suppression has 
been condoned, aided and abetted by the 
Liberals in coalition with the National Party. 

When an individual or an organisation is 
continually blaming others for its own 
failures and shortcomings, it is a sure indica­
tion of its own incompetence. The Premier 
and his Government are a prime example of 
that. When Whitlam was in power, they 
claimed that Queensland's ills were the fault 
of the Labor Party. Now that their own lot 
are in power in Canberra, they claim that it 
is Fraser's fault-not in any way Anthony's 
fault or the National Party's fault, but, 
according to the gospel of the book of Joh, 
just the fault of Fraser and the Liberals. 

I grant that there is much more justifica­
tion for complaint with the Fraser-Anthony 
Government than there ever was with the 
Whitlam Labor Government. It was Fraser 
and Anthony in Opposition who deadlocked 
the Senate, with the assistance, of course, of 
Mr. Bjelke-Petersen and his infamous 
appointment of Senator Field. 

An Opposition Member: What happened 
to him? 

Mr. BLAKE: I do not know what hap­
pened to him; but I could guess what justi­
fiably happened to him. 

They blocked supply to a Labor Govern­
ment because, they claimed, the Budget 
deficit was too high and unemployment was 
too high. Therefore, they reasoned, the Labor 
Party was unfit to govern. The present 
Federal Government has produced much 
higher unemployment and higher deficits, 
and, judged by their own criteria, Fraser 
and Anthony are unfit to govern and should 
resign. They will not, of course; they will 
have to be forced out. In fact, the only 
policy they have for shortening the dole 
queues is to ask the unemployed to stand 
closer together. Remember--and remember 
it well-that until recently the Premier was 
claiming all the credit for having the Fraser­
Anthony Government elected to power in 
Canberra. Remember his saying, "I put 
them there."? Now he is busily throwing 
political back-somersaults in a desperate 
attempt to disown them and save his own 
political hide. 

In these times of rocketing fuel prices 
and short fuel supplies, it is timely to 
remember the abuse hurled by Fraser, 
Anthony and Bjelke-Petersen at the former 
Whitlam Government for attempting to 
borrow $2,000 million to keep control of 
and develop our own natural resource~, to 
connect our national gas fields by a natiOnal 
pipe1ine system to Australia's main consumer 
centres. This would have greatly lessened 
our dependence on costly imported oil. By 
comparison, the Premier's Federal mates 
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have so mismanaged the economy that 
already they have borrowed over $2,000 
million just in an effort to stabilise the 
Australian dollar. Even so, the Australian 
dollar has lost 23 per cent or thereabouts of 
its previous value on the world's money 
markets. On top of that, foreign ownership 
of this nation's natural assets has strengthened 
and tightened. If this transfer of our nation's 
assets continues at the present rate, in the 
course of one generation our children and 
grandchildren will become simply the manipu­
lated work-force for foreign employers, 
instead of being joint owners or joint partners 
in their own heritage and destiny. 

To cap this unholy mess, we are paying 
prohibitive Arab oil prices for our own 
locally produced oil which, incidentally, repre­
sents 70 per cent of our present needs. Of 
course, the chief initiatives for imposing 
these Arab oil prices on local oil came from 
Doug Anthony and the National Party, 
the darlings of the multinationals. 

Mr. Jones: Back in 1973 he was advocating 
it. 

Mr. BLAKE: Yes. He was advocating 
it then, and when it eventually did come his 
major justifica,tion for imposing Arab or 
O.P.E.C. oil prices on our locally produced 
oil, which represents 70 per cent of our needs, 
was, "We would have had to do it sooner 
or later." That was his justification for 
doing it. Jus,t look at the present scurry 
by the Federal Government and the Queens­
land State Government to try to get hooked 
up to those natural gas fields! A Labor 
Government would have had that half or 
fully done now had it been given time and 
allowed to do so. 

Where does the major benefit of this 
rip-off from your pocket and mine, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, go? Some of the rip-off 
goes to the oil companies, but most of it 
goes to the Fraser Government as revenue 
to subsidise its unequalled mismanagement 
of the national economy. The blame for 
its inescapable and highly inflationary effect 
on the economy and on the average house­
hold goes, by Government direction as usual, 
unfairly to the unwitting and unsuspecting 
unions. The meagre efforts by the Queensland 
and Federal Governments to fund research 
into alternative fuel sources indicate that they 
will hasten slowly in this direction as long 
as the present rate of over $2,000 million 
($2,057 million last year) of annual rip-off 
from locally produced oil goes to the Gov­
ernment and the oil companies. Meanwhile 
its inflationary effect on food prices will 
be blamed on the alleged inefficiencies of 
primary industry and other essential users 
who are involved. 

Incidentally, when we look at the excuse 
that it is necessary to pay Arab oil prices 
to stimulate oil exploration in Australia to 
give us self-sufficiency, it is an interesting 
fact that for the first six months of this 
year, as compared with the last six months 
of last year, the number of exploration holes 
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drilled fell very dramatically, because those 
companies are transferring the bulk of their 
activities from Australian waters to other 
areas overseas. 

Mr. Jones: That puts the lie to Camm's 
blaming the Federal Labor Government in 
the old days. 

Mr. BLAKE: It certainly does. It shows 
that it is only one of the excuses why we 
must, as Mr. Anthony says, charge O.P.E.C. 
or Arab oil prices for our locaiiy produced 
oil. 

Mr. Davis: When we raised this last year, 
not one National Party person supported it. 

Mr. BLAKE: Not one. I would have 
expected some of the National Party chaps 
with rural connections to support it. They 
would have known the implications in impos­
ing the Arab oil prices on our economy. 
Even if they were not interested in the effect 
of the inflation rate on the economy, surely 
they were interested in the effect on their 
own business enterprises and on primary 
industry as well as on the cost of food on 
the table. 

Mr. Booth: You would have sold the 
country to the Arabs at one stage. 

Honourable Members interjected. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Row): 
Order! The Chair will not tolerate multiple 
interjections. 

Mr. BLAKE: The honourable member 
said that the Labor Party would have sold 
the country to the Arabs. Of course, he is 
totally wrong. It was going to borr<"w money 
to keep control of our assets in A.ustralia. 
What his party is doing is selling the country. 
The honourable member may be on his last 
legs, but he should think of the generations 
who follow him. 

Mr. Casey: They are interested only in 
today's dollar. 

Mr. BLAKE: Definitely. As I said, the 
sum of $2,000 million in oil levies is all that 
is helping the Liberal and National Country 
Parties keep afloat under their shocking mis­
management of the economy. Without that 
sum of money, they would be sunk. 

It is absolutely ridiculous to put forward 
the argument that we must have dearer fuel 
because it will induce less usage and con­
serve fuel. What a stupid argument that is 
when it comes to essential industry! Essential 
industry can reduce the use of fuel only by 
reducing production. Even if the price of 
fuel is up, essential industry has to use it 
just the same and either take the kick itself 
or pass the increase on in the price of the 
product. The idea that essential industry will 
use less fuel is absolutely ridiculous and I 
refute it as an excuse for dearer oil prices 
to any essential user, whoever he may be. 

The Government provides millions of 
dollars by way of export incentives. It spends 
about $4,000,000 on a publicity campaign to 
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boost national pride and to inspire our youth 
to hoe in and work harder at non-existent 
jobs. , At the same time it espouses a "dearer 
fuel and less use" philosophy for essential 
users, who can use less fuei only by pro­
ducing less. What humbug! And the Federal 
Government talks about export incentives. 
Apparently it does not realise the past and 
present export record of our primary indus­
tries. 

Opinion polls show that the public have 
fully realised that the Federal team for which 
the Premier claims the credit for installing 
in Canberra is incapable of managing the 
economy. The same polls show that the 
people would sack that team at the ballot­
box if they had the chance. If Government 
membelis need any further convincing of the 
mess that the present Federal Government 
has made of the economy, they need only 
read the official statistics just released 
showing that in the first month of this finan­
cial year-I repeat "the first month"-the 
Fraser I Anthony Government has run up a 
Budget deficit of $1,046 million. That does 
not augur very well for a Government that 
has estimated its deficit for the whole 12 
months at approximately $2,500 million. 

His Excellency, in his Opening Speech, 
referred to what his Government is doing 
and what it intends to do. I am referring to 
that also, and this is relevant to the Address­
in-Reply debate. The Government is busily 
engaged in a programme of trying to disown 
the Canberra son for whom Premier Job 
previously claimed credit for fathering. This 
Government obviDusly intends, of neces'iity, 
to more vigorously deny its once-proud claim 
to paternity of its Federal counterparts. 
Whether Fraser and Anthony will accept the 
mantle of illegitimacy or pass it back to 
Daddy is immaterial. 

It is relevant that in 1974 the Premier 
cailed on the people of Queensland to demon­
strate their dissatisfaction with the Whit­
lam Government in Canberra by voting 
against its State counterpart in Queensland. 
They did that. The Premier no longer 
thinks that that is logical, valid or desir­
able. But the people of Queensland do and 
they will show their disillusionment by turn­
ing out the National-Liberal lights at the 
next State election. In fact they have 
never been turned on anywhere by the Can­
berra Government. 

His Excellency referred to the challenge 
presented to his Government by cut-backs 
indicated already by the Commonwealth Gov­
ernment in the fields. of education, health, 
hospitals and agricultural programmes. Since 
His Excellency's address the Federal Bud­
get has been presented and we know for 
a fact what the cut-backs are. The Premier, 
the Deputy Premier and virtually all Cabinet 
Ministers have always bemoaned any cut­
backs in funds by the Commonwealth. They 
insist that they need more, not less funds 
to carry on essential programmes and ser­
vices. The Treasurer stated that the mini 
Budget meant increasing State taxes or 

rationalising services. In plain langl!age 
that means more taxes or fewer servtces. 
Cut-backs in the Federal Budget introduced 
recently mean the same thing. 

Because taxes are naturally unpopular, 
the Premier paints himself as the no-tax 
hero giving out the boiled lollies, while 
he himself puts the bite on the Federal 
authorities for more money. No wonder 
a new Bundaberg East State School, pro­
mised by this Government since 1973, has 
not materialised, allegedly because of 
unavailability of funds. No wonder the 
death-dealing traffic hazards at the Walker 
Street railway crossing and the Barolin­
W alker Streets intersection have not been 
attended to in my electorate of Bundaberg. 
The excuse for inaction is always lack of 
funds or "subject to availability of funds". 
I will have more to say about these issues 
later. 

Mr. K. .J. Hooper: Are you of the 
opinion that Labor electorates are being 
discriminated against by the Government? 

Mr. BLAKE: I believe that is so. I 
think the evidence is indisputable. One would 
have to be non compos mentis not to accept 
the evidence put forward previously. 

This is the fourth year in a row that 
the Liberals and Nationals have predicted 
a fall in unemployment. In contrast, it is the 
fourth year in a row when the unemploy­
ment figures have been much higher than 
at the same time in previous years. For 
most of the time Queensland has had the 
highest per capita unemployment in Australia. 
If, as the Premier claims, Queensland is 
the richest State, it must also be the worst 
governed State in terms of Queenslanders 
sharing in its prosperity and employment. 
According to the latest official figures, 25 
unemployed Australians are listed for every 
job vacancy. In Queensland, 34 unem­
ployed people are listed for every job 
vacancy. That does not count the unem­
ployed who have given up in disgust and 
despair and are not listed. Fewer vacancies 
are listed than at any time since 1963. That 
is the result of the twice-promised turn­
on-the-lights programme of the Fraser­
Anthony Government and the Queensland 
Government in partnership. 

The outlook for the young unemployed 
is immeasurably worse. An alarming increase 
has occurred in junior female unemployment. 
There are 38 unemployed Australians under 
the age of 21 for each job vacancy listed, 
Yet Government members talk about dole 
bludgers and try to hang that description 
on all of the unemployed. Unemployment 
is a human tragedy at any age. Unem­
ployment during the formative years of our 
young people is both a human and national 
tragedy. What is the point in allocating 
massive sums for education and job train­
ing if the policies of the Government deny 
the opportunity to exercise those skills and 
to give the satisfaction and dignity of work 
and service that is a person's righ,t? 
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Mr. Scott: They have even cut retraining 
funds. That is how cynical they are. 

Mr. BLAKE: That is right, and they are 
quite proud of their management of the 
economy in doing so! 

There could not be a more grievous 
crime than training young people for jobs 
and then telling them there are none avail­
able. What a bitter harvest we will reap in 
the future from those young people whom 
we promised work and on whom this Gov­
ernment has defaulted. What does the future 
hold for them and for society itself? 

Mr. Jones: Disillusioned kids. 

Mr. BLAKE: That is right. 
What does the future hold for them and 

for society itself if they adopt the attitude, 
"What's the u~e?" Already we are seeing 
reflected in rising crime, suicide, broken 
homes and other social problems what are 
obviously manifestations of the despair of 
these unemployed people. 

The Melbourne Institute of Applied Econ­
omics and Social Research recently esti­
mated that 550,000 people will be out of 
work in Australia by January. In "The 
Courier-Mail" of the 17th of this month 
there was a statement that consumer confi­
dence had reached its lowest ebb for more 
than six Both of those facts are 
related. are interrelated. 

I am particularly concerned about the 
depression consumer confidence and 

in rural areas resulting from 
effects of the mini-Budget 

and of week's Budget introduced by the 
Bjelke-Petersen-sponsored Fraser Govern­
ment. The mini-Budget of a short time ago 
pared some $62,000,000 from the rural 
sector. Last week's Budget slugged the rural 
sector for an additional $33,000,000. In 
brief, in a few short months the Fraser/ 
Anthony Government has stripped the rural 
sector of the economy of nearly $100,000,000; 
yet it has handed out an extra $157,000,000 
in subsidies for specifically non-rural export 
industries. Obviously the great export earn­
ings of the rural industry have been over­
looked by the Liberal-National coalition­
or else they are just taken for granted, 
which would explain why incentives are 
being stripped from one area and put into 
another. 

Naturally, non-rural subsidies favour the 
great industries of the southern States, and 
the rip-off of rural funds disadvantages the 
predominantly rural State of Queensland 
more than any other. One would expect to 
hear loud protests from the Queensland 
Government-and from the Premier in par­
ticular-but we hear nothing. I suppose the 
Premier finds it a bit difficult to attack his 
old pal Mal about reducing taxes while at 
the same time asking him to increase assist­
ance to Queensland. Even the Premier would 
privately realise the difficult mathematics 
involved, although publicly he would not 
want to admit it. 

Incidentally, the National Party conference 
in Bundaberg moved for Job to bring back 
the Joh Show on T.V. at taxpayers' expense. 
The taxpayers consider that Joh is making 
a big enough show of himself as it is with­
out spending more of their money to do it. 
The only person I have met outside the 
National Party who appreciates the Prem­
ier's use of the Government aircraft for 
interstate election purposes is Don Day, the 
New South Wales Minister for Agriculture. 
He says that his rural vote improves greatly 
when the Premier goes down there to cam­
paign against him. 

The Bundaberg "News-Mail" of 21 July 
1978 had this to say-

"Delegates complained that the National 
Party had been portrayed badly in media 
reports about its fund-raising programme, 
the Bjelke-Petersen Foundation. Contro­
versial reports often 'belittled' Mr. Bjelke­
Petersen or the National Party, they said." 

I wonder what these controversial reports 
are? It is no wonder there are controversial 
reports about the fund-raising Bjelke-Petersen 
Foundation when we find that three or four 
different committees had to be appointed 
before a certain stevedoring company received 
a monopoly on the new Port of Brisbane. 

No wonder there are what we might call 
controversial reports when we find donors 
to the Bjelke-Petersen Foundation becom­
ing members of Government boards and 
authorities, and see well tried and diligent 
members of the Government passed over for 
promotion to Cabinet in favour of a person 
who has spent only a few short years in 
this Parliament but has given $5,000 to the 
Bjelke-Petersen Foundation. The situation 
reminds me very much of the book "All 
the Presidents Men" in which investigative 
reporters from the "Washington Post" uncov­
ered the illicit activities of the Nixon admin­
istration in the United States. 

One of the revelations in the book was 
that the man who was supposedly second 
in charge of arranging campaign funds for 
Nixon was charging visitors $10,000 to talk 
to him about Government business affairs. No 
wonder there are these controversial reports 
that the Nationals themselves have referred 
to. People are saying, and they have a right 
to do so, that there is a parallel between what 
was described in that book and what is taking 
place in Queensland today with the Bjelke­
Petersen Foundation. No wonder people are 
questioning it, and if these activities con­
tinue they wiii, of course, continue to ques­
tion them. 

I now return to the rural sector, on which 
so many Queenslanders depend either directly 
or indirectly for employment. I wish to 
point out to both the State and Federal 
Governments the inadvisability of stripping 
the great export earning rural sector in an 
effort to transfer the stimulus to export 
manufacturing industries. I have already 
mentioned this transfer of support from the 
rural sector to export incentives for industry 
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by the Federal Government, and the State 
is too ready to increase freights and other 
charges at the first sign of some prosperity in 
the rural sector. Prosperity is often very 
short lived in primary industry. Many indust­
ries depend predominantly on export markets. 
Prices go up, production goes down, and 
vice versa. Rarely do we have a run of 
good production and good prices together, 
and history has shown that the slump from 
good to bad is often very quick. 

These industries need time to consolidate. 
Mortgages, repairs, neglected maintenance of 
plant, etc. have to be seen to. The money 
that primary industry receives from good 
markets flows quickly to the community and 
to the Government, particularly in provisional 
tax, but it does not flow as quickly into the 
pockets of the primary producer. His recov­
ery and consolidation takes time, especially 
if he is to withstand even the normal vag­
aries of the weather and the market. 

Let u~ look at the heavily export-oriented 
rural industries on which we depend so much 
for our overseas balance of payments. Let 
us look at wheat, other grains, beef, mutton 
and wool. They are presently solid, but have 
not been so for long enough to recuperate 
and consolidate. Their markets, historically 
uncertain as to oversupply and price, are 
also subject to the fluctuations of overseas 
economies and, most importantly, subject 
to the political expediencies of the countries 
which form their export markets. As a 
matter of fact, most of these industries are 
suffering from drought right now, and drain­
ing of all these funds, raising levies (such as 
the export beef inspection levy) and freights 
because of short-lived prosperity is a sure 
way of debilitating these industries and the 
communities that depend upon them for 
employment. This is a certain way of ensur­
ing that the heavy cost of resuscitating these 
industries will arise immediately they fall 
on hard times through the vagaries of 
the weather or the market. The inability of 
the Primary Industry Bank and the Common­
wealth Development Bank to cater for the 
rural sector's needs gives a truer perspective 
of rural economic health, or ill-health, than 
the Government-inspired headlines about 
enormous cash flow to the rural sector. 

Before I lt;:ave primary industry, I think I 
should spend some time dealing with the 
c.oncern of the grazing i~dustry, in par­
tJcul.ar, about the aggregatiOn of land by 
foreigners and meat-exporting companies. 
This is occurring, in particular, in the 
northern part of the State. Reference has 
been made in this Chamber, even today to 
its influence on marketing and price and' the 
eventual monopoly that will occur if this 
practice of aggregating properties is allowed 
to continue. 

The Minister for Primary Industries, in 
answer to a question on this matter from 
me today, said that it was a hypothetical 
question. It is not a hypothetical question. 
It is a very real worry to members on both 

sides of the Chamber. One only has to ask 
the member for Flinders what he thinks 
about it. It is a very real worry indeed. 
The Mini.ster for Primary Industries said 
that I should ask the Minister for Lands, 
Forestry and Water Resources questions 
about foreign ownership and aggregations. I 
have asked him questions on this matter in 
this House and he has told me that there 
is no register and that he does not intend 
to prepare any register. It is time that 
Australia woke up. In particular, is time 
that Queensl::mders woke up to their Govern­
ment, which says that it cannot tell them 
about these matters and that it has no 
intention of setiing up a register to show the 
state of foreign ownership in this State. 

I must pass on to the sugar industry, 
because so much of Queensland depends 
directly and indirectly on it. The market 
indicators at the moment reveal that there 
is no light at the end of the tunnel for the 
large section of Queensland that depends on 
lhe sugar i-ndustry, and that includes my 
own electorate of Bundaberg. The manu­
facture of harwsting and other sugar­
related machinery takes place in Bundaberg. 
In fact, it is the harvesting machinery 
capital of the world. But these industries 
are related to sugar, and when there is a 
world-wide sugar slump there is a world­
wide slump in the related engineering 
industries. 

The failure of the International Sugar 
Agreement is a reality. The London daily 
price today-and I mean today-is 
£stg.l05 a metric tonne, and that is lower 
than the price prevailing when the Inter­
national Sugar Agreement was implemented 
on 1 January 1978. World sugar surpluses 
to 31 August 1979-that is tomorrow-are 
estimated to be 31 265 000 tonnes, consider­
ably higher than the surpluses at the incep­
tion of the I.S.A. on 1 Januarv 1978. So one 
can see that prices are lower and stocks 
are higher than they were at the inception 
of the I.S.A. nearly two years ago. If that 
is not a failure of the I.S.A., what is it? 

Estimated world production this year to 31 
August is 91 570 000 tonnes. Estimated con­
sumption is 89 963 000 tonnes. That is a 
surplus of production over consumption this 
year of more than 1 600 000 tonnes. This is 
despite the fact that Australia and other 
exporting signatories to the agreement have 
abided by quota provisions and reduced 
production. 

I am not suggesting that the Queensland 
Government or the Australian Government 
can control the operation of the I.S.A., but 
I am suggesting that both have been less 
than honest or realistic in their portrayal of 
the realities of the sugar industry's prospects. 
In view of the failure of the I.S.A. coun­
tries to respond, I am saying that the 
Queensland and Federal Governments should 
have come to a realistic home-consumption 
price for sugar long before they did. 
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The niggers in the woodpile in regard to 
the I.S.A. are the European Economic 
Community and the United States of 
America. The E.E.C. continues its export 
of highly subsidised surpluses. No under­
taking or visible sign that the E.E.C. will 
alter that policy is in view. In fact, there is 
grave concern that it is pursuing, and intends 
to pursue, a deliberate policy of muscling in 
on world markets for export-performance 
entitlements in the future at the expense of 
those honestly abiding by the quota restric­
tions of the I.S.A., as Australia is. 

I should like to give honourable members 
some insight into the way in which people 
in the E.E.C. are thinking. I quote from the 
"Canelander" supplement to "Queensland 
Country Life" of 23 August 1979, which 
says-

" Bleak prospects for sugar in the 1980s 
emerged from an international conference 
on Indian Ocean studies in Perth last 
week. 

"French sugar authority Dr. Andre 
Du Caste! told the conference the world 
sugar market was facing serious threats. 

" 'Competition between sugar exporters 
for international markets is likely to 
become very fierce in the 1980s, and could 
threaten guaranteed price levels under 
world agreements,' Dr. Du Caste! said." 

He said the threats were-

"• Increasing sugar production towards 
self-sufficiency by many developing Asian 
and African countries. 

"•Greater penetration of industrialised 
markets by new natural and synthetic 
sweeteners." 

And this is the significant part, because he 
comes from France-

" • Stronger competition from beet 
sugar, and increasing acceptance of it as 
an alternative which would remove 'politi­
cal domination' from the world sugar 
market 

"• A rapid fall in 'free market' exports 
from 60 cent at the beginning of this 
century 29 per cent at present." 

Of course, that is a great worry to the 
industry in Australia because of the percent­
age of export sugar it has, and particularly 
because of the amount of free-market exports 
it has. 

Of course, the Australian industrv has to 
carry these low prices, and now it will have 
to carry the reduced economy of scale by 
adhering to reduced quota production. In 
addition to that, as the Leader of the 
Opposition told the House this morning, 
there wiH be 300 000 tonnes stockpiled in 
Australia by the end of this season. Had 
the United States of America signed the 
agreement, the stockpiling provisions of the 
agreement would have been interest-free to 
the local industry. As it is, a loan of 
$27,500,000 to the sugar industry from the 
Commonwealth will be needed to finance the 
stockpiling of that sugar. As the Treasurer 

said in reply to the Leader of the Opposition 
this morning, he cannot indicate what the 
rate of interest will be. 

All these additional costs are being added 
to the industry at a time when it cannot 
possibly meet imposts of that type and at a 
time when agreements are coming up for 
renegotiation or extension on a much more 
depressed sugar market than that which pre­
vailed when they were negotiated originally, 
and in fact at a time when supplies and 
prices are more depressed than when the 
International Sugar Agreement came into 
being. The failure of the I.S.A. is now a 
fact, and I am worried about the effect that 
that will have on sugar communities, busi­
ness communities and employment. 

I sav here and now that it is time that 
both the State and Federal Governments did 
some serious thinking about financing 
employment schemes in the sugar areas, 
which have had no part-and I stress "no 
part"-in the recent high returns to primary 
industries. I suggest that they consider the 
type of employment scheme put forward to 
this Government and to the Federal Govern­
ment bv the Bundaberg City Council, and 
supported by me in representations, under 
which, instead of paying the money away to 
people on the dole and getting no return, the 
local authority would meet a third of the 
cost, the State Government a third of the 
cost and the Commonwealth Government a 
third, and many worthwhile drainage pro­
jects, and so on, could be carried out in the 
community. 

In the brief time left to me I make an 
appeal to the Minister for Local Government 
and Main Roads and the Minister for Trans­
port. Instead of writing to tell me that the 
carrying out of necessary improvements will 
be subject to funds being available, I ask 
them to do something about the Walker 
Street railway intersection, where two more 
deaths occurred recently, and the Barolin­
Walker Streets intersection where a young 
lady was incinerated recently. All I hear 
from them is that roundabouts and signs will 
be provided subject to the availability of 
funds. Instead of running around making 
lolly heroes of themselves by saying what 
they will give away, let them give a little 
service where it is urgently needed. 

(Time expired.) 

Mr. SIMPSON (Cooroora) (4.26 p.m.): It 
is with pleasure that I support the motion 
moved by the honourable member for Callide 
for the adoption of the Address in Reply 
to the Speech by His Excellency the Governor 
in opening this Parfiament. I shiver when 
I think what the Opposition would do if 
it had its way. It would remove the Crown 
as the head of Parliament and replace it 
with a presidency and a republic. We must 
defend the democratic system we have in 
Queensland. 

I congratulate Mr. Selwyn Muller on his 
elevation to the high office of Speaker. I 
also congratulate Mr. Max Hooper and 
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Mr. Ivan Gibbs on their appointment to 
the ministry. I am sure they will do a very 
good job for Queensland. 

Queensland's potential is immense. In 
addition to over 200 years' supply of that 
precious commodity coal, we have another 
precious commodity that cannot be economic­
ally transported around the world at this 
time-water. Industry knows that power and 
water are essential to its operations. Queens­
land has over 40 per cent of the water supplv 
of the whole of Australia with much of it 
still undeveloped. Most of our coal reserves 
are . not yet developed. For many years 
previous Labor Governments in Queensland 
did nothing to develop those resources. 
Queensland had to wait for the present coali­
tiOn Gove~nment to develop them, and bring 
~bout. a higher stand!lrd of living for peopie 
m th1s State and, mdeed, Australia. The 
net gain t<_:> Queensland is an example of 
the prospenty and productivity of this State. 

When we develop our water resources and 
tap their potential for ready power, we will 
clearly be the premier State of Australia. 
:A-lready we have been able to reduce taxes 
m Queensland to a lower level than applies 
anywhere else in Australia. State taxes could 
be cut even further if we were allowed to 
have. returned to this State the tax revenue 
that 1s earned here. 

Mr. D' Arcy interjected. 

Mr.
1 

DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Miller): 
Order. The honourable member is well 
aware that he cannot interject from other 
than his usual seat. 

Mr. SIM~SO~: Because of its potential 
Queen?land Is gomg to progress. It is alreadv 
~ttractmg people from other States who want 
JObs here. 

Mr. Prest: You should have seen the 
"Gold Coast Bulle,tin" last week. 

M.r. SIMPSON: Well, why do they keep 
commg here? 

Mr. Prest: Because they are thrown out 
of other States. They are white-collar crooks 
This is a haven for white-collar crime. · 

Mr. SIMPSON: Is that what the hon­
ourable member really thinks? 

Mr. Prest: Of course it is. 

Mr. SIMPSON: The honourable member 
would regard as a crook anyone who makes 
a I?ro.fit. But, of course, that is a typical 
soc1a1Jst . rt?ply. "Profit" is a dirty word 
to a socialist. All he wants to do is reduce 
everyone to a common denominator. 

Mr. Armstrong: It's not a dirty word when 
he is getting a profit, but only when some­
body else is getting a profit. 

Mr. SIMPSON: That is right. If some­
body else does a little better, he says "Get 
back into line. You are only showing the 
rest ?f .the boys up." That is his philosophy, 
and It IS a bad one. 

Quite of,ten I hear members on this side 
of the House refer to "honourable members 
opposite". Unfortunately, because of the 
number of Government members, we also 
have some members sitting "opposite". Mem­
bers on this side of the House should refer 
not to "members opposite" but to "~he 
socialist Labor members opposite". If they 
did that they would make the pos·ition clear 
to anyone who attends this forum but does 
not know what the seating arrangements 
are. 

I want to indicate why we have a good 
Government and one that brings prosperity 
and development to Queensland. We recog­
nise one vote, one value and equal repre­
sentation. I emphasise "equal representation". 
In a democracy the important thing is 
that the people make the rules under which 
they are governed. As all the people are 
not able to gather in one place to make 
those rules, they send their representatives 
to do so. It is important that they should 
be equally represented. 

This vast State of Queensland has a pop­
ulation that is not evenly distributed and 
not all people have ready access to com­
munications either in physical terms or in 
cost terms. In the majority of electorates in 
the South-eastern Division a local member 
is as far away as a local phone call. In 
fact, if such a member cared to ride a 
push-bike he could travel around his elect­
orate in a morning. 

Mr. D'ARCY: I rise to a point of order. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I draw your attention 
to the state of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Miller): 
Order! Earlier todav attention was drawn 
to the state of the -House. I am aware 
of that fact and also the fact that com­
mittees are meeting in the vicinity of the 
House. It has already been proved that 
members are present. 

Mr. SIMPSON: In some city electorates 
the housewives pass the office of their local 
State member every day. In some country 
electorates the housewives are several days' 
travel from their local member. 'Bheir 
only means of contact is a trunk call or 
a letter. However, in some instances a letter 
takes a week to reach its destination and the 
reply takes a week to reach the local 
resident. So there is what is referred to as 
the weighting of electorates whereby com­
pensation is endeavoured to be made-I say 
"endeavoured" to be made-for the difficulty 
encountered in representing sparsely popula­
ted areas. 

This system is common throughout the 
democratic countries of the world. In Aus­
tralia, it does not apply only in Queensland. 
It applies more effectively in Western Aus­
tralla where the number of electors, because 
of the difficulties of communication and 
access to members, varies up to 7 to 1. 
The sparseness of population, largeness of 
the State and difficulties of communication 
in Queensland are very similar to those in 
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Western Australia. In Queensland, the varia­
tion of numbers in electorates is 2:! to 1. 
In looking at democratic countries in the 
world that are somewhat similar to Australia, 
we should look at Canada where the varia­
tion, because of remoteness, is as high as 
If to 1 to try to compensate for lack of 
1epresentation. If honourable members can 
\isualise, the vast areas of Northern Canada, 
Hey will understand why this endeavour is 
rmde. 

Unlike many people here who have been 
bninwashed into thinking that numbers in 
elettorates should be equal in numbers-­
and of course, that does not give equal 
repf'!sentation~the people in Britain accept 
that numbers should vary by up to 4:! to 
1. 1he position is the same in the United 
Statet. Both sides of the British and Ameri­
can Rtrliaments declare that that is the right 
and mly way to endeavour to get equal 
represmtation for the people in a democracy. 

It is said that there are other ways to 
compen;ate for lack of representation. It 
has been suggested that a member can be 
paid m~re. The inference is that he should 
be paid for his additional travel. How can 
a meml:u like the honourable member for 
Gregory, who has to spend several days 
driving t~ the farthest town in his electorate, 
buy timel No-one can buy time. If anyone 
could, he would make a fortune. No-one 
would gr<w old if he could buy time. It is 
impossible The argument about paying extra 
to compers'ate for lack of time and lack of 
ability to get around an electorate to meet 
people, ani for people to communicate and 
be proper},! represented, cannot be solved 
with mane;. 

In this quation in Queensland we have 
to take int<J> consideration that we do not 
sufficiently a;knowledge equal representation. 
However, aa endeavour is made. FoT a 
number of y;ars the cry has been heard for 
one vote om value, meaning equal numbers 
in each elecorate. It is suggested that as 
tllat system does not apply we must be 
counting the fence posts or something like 
that. I submt that in Australia today we 
are ripping representation off everyone out­
side the metro]X>litan areas, both in the State 
and Federal sp1eres. Yet there is a move 
to escalate wha has happened not only in 
Queensland but in other parts of Australia. 
That is quite w:ong. 

Tremendous ]l'Ogress has been made in 
Queensland in ~ttirrg aside national park 
areas fo•r the enjoyment of people who, in 
the main, live in the metropolitan or urban 
areas, people wlo find overpowering the 
hassles of living c'osely together in concrete 
jungles. They bec:>me suitably relieved and 
enjoy their leisure in the natural outdoors. 
We have now in Qceensland nearly 3 000000 
ha of nat•ional park. If fauna reserves and 
environmental park; are taken into con­
sideration, nearly 2 per cent of Queensland 
is set aside for recreation. When one con­
siders the vastness ~f Queensland and its 

relatively small population, that is an 
immense area. Related to Victoria, it could 
be expressed as 5 per cent. 

In addition to its vastness, Queensland 
has the richest variation of land forms in 
the world, as is recognised by world author­
ities. Furthermore, it is contained in a 
State that is for the most part pristine by 
world standards. The tourist is motivated 
by its dramatic land forms and by its rain 
forests-and it is the latter category that 
appears to appeal to the majority of people 
the world over. It is accessible and, even 
in small aggregations, lends itself to enjoy­
ment. Rain forests are found close to cities. 
They are found on the seaboard, where the 
majority of people-Australians and over­
seas visitors alike~tend to congregate. As 
a result, accommodation and transport faci­
lities are available, allowing people to enjoy 
their beauty. Rain forests represent a vast 
resource for the tourist industry of Queens­
land and the film-making industry of Queens­
land to tap. I believe that in the future 
our rain forests will be a great money­
spinner for the State. 

National parks must be managed properly 
if they are to give the maximum benefit. 
In that regard we are learning from the 
mistakes made in other parts of the world. 
We are aware that the pressure of tourism 
in certain areas can change their character 
and endanger their beauty and attractive­
ness. These points are being managed, con­
trolled and monitored. In Australia we 
are confronted with the problem of con­
trolling fires, pests and vermin in our national 
parks. Control of those factors requires 
special management and consideration. 

Further vast areas of Queensland are being 
considered for recreational purposes. I 
believe that they should be put into a 
separate category so that the maximum 
recreational use can be made of them with­
out major detriment being effected. They 
should not be tied up under the national 
parks legislation and their use made so 
restrictive that multiple use cannot be con­
sidered in the future. As legislators and 
decision makers, we must realise that we 
should not today tie the hands of decision 
makers and legislators in the future. That 
is a very important matter to consider. 

At the moment we have something of a 
fuel and energy crisis on our hands. Because 
of the fear of running out of liquid fuel, 
the matter is probably overdramatised. Most 
people do not like to walk. They are 
concerned that they may not Tetain their 
present mobility. It has been made evident 
in America that a country that does not 
meet the world parity and whooe balance 
of payments does not enable it to purchase 
fuel on the world market soon finds itself 
faced with a shortage, with its people queued 
up at fuel pumps. So the problem is two­
fold: fuel shortages and increased coots. Fol­
lowing fuel price increases, in the eneTgy· 
absorbing industries that have an option we 
will find a shift to solid fuel such as coal. 
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With that conversion, the shortage of liquid 
fuel will ease. However, it is a complex 
situation over which we have no control. 
This has occurred because of the pressures 
on the world market by other countries 
that are in a far worse situation than Austra­
lia. They are buying up the precious fuel 
reserves that we still need to make up 
our shortfall. So I believe it is essential 
that we pursue a policy of self-sufficiency in 
fuel. 

This will require the development of our 
reserves on the North-west Shelf. We will 
have to encourage, preferably by taxation 
incentives, the exploration for oil within 
Australia and on the Continental Shelf and 
explore ,the possibilities of alternative 
forms of energy such as tidal and wind 
energy and fuel alternatives distilled from 
grain, sugar or cassava. When discussing 
power alcohol we must remember that the 
majority of engines that run on petrol will 
take only a maximum of 20 per cent power 
alcohol mixed with petrol before major 
changes have to be made in their design. 

Dr. Lockwood: I thought it was 10 per 
cent. 

Mr. SIMPSON: With a 10 per cent mix­
ture the carburettor jets do not have to be 
altered, but if the mixture is increased 
from 10 to 20 per cent the carburation 
system has to be altered. 

Mr. K. J. Hooper: Speak to the Chair! 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Miller): 
Order! 

Mr. K. J. Hooper: I was trying to help 
you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I need 
no help from the honourable member for 
Archerfield. 

Mr. SIMPSON: To answer the query of 
the honourable member for Toowoomba 
North-if the power alcohol content of petrol 
is increased, problems are encountered with 
carburation. The alloys in the engine 
deteriorate, and this needs to be compen­
sated for. 

Mr. K. J. Hooper: Oh, round off! 

Mr. SIMPSON: The honourable member 
for Archerfield looks as though he has been 
steamed up by somebody's exhaust pipe. 

Mr. K . .J. Hooper: You look as if a car 
ran over you. 

Mr. SIMPSON: I am sure it was not that 
that caused the honourable member's ruddy 
appearance, so it must have been something 
in another room in the building to which 
he retired recently. 

I believe we should look at the possibility 
of producing power alcohol from grain 
rather than sugar. The sugar industry is a 
complex one that requires a large through­
put of material. Sugar is grown in assigned 
areas that do not lend themselves to excess 

production for the manufacture of power 
alcohol. There is also the problem of the 
limited area available in which to produce 
the quantity of sugar which would be 
required for power alcohol production if 
legislation was introduced requiring petrol 
to be sold with a mixture of 10 per cent 
power alcohol. 

The main problem inhibiting the produc­
tion of power alcohol from sugar is in tl:e 
polluting by-products that would have to }~ 
dealt with. Not only do they make so1l 
sterile when released in large quantities tut 
they also pollute streams. The production ?f 
power alcohol already causes problems m 
Queensland and they would be grettly 
exacerbated if we increased production by 
the amount required to enable us to sell 
petrol containing 10 per cent power alroh?l. 
Production of that magnitude would nqmre 
doubling the area under cane and _it :vou!d 
be extremely difficult to find suffic1en~ sUit­
able land. 

On the other hand, the situation i> quite 
different when we talk about the proluction 
of power alcohol from grain. The by-Jroduct 
is in fact very good for fattening cattle. 
Beef prices are now returning to a flr m~re 
realistic level, and this by-product IS qmte 
an important commodity in feed-lot prod~c­
tion. So I think that we should be movmg 
in that direction if-and I repeat ·'if"-we 
decide that this is necessary in the national 
interest. That 10 per cent could readily be 
used as liquid fuel for vehicles, btt in fact 
it would be equivalent to only the 1mount of 
fuel that is being lost at presen. through 
emission controls on vehicles. 

It is one thing to find a new f1el, and it 
is another thing to prevent tl:e loss of 
fuel that presently occurs because of emission 
controls on vehicles. The more sensible 
way to overcome the pollution problem in 
the major cities of Sydney and Melbourne 
is to provide that vehicles used it the metro­
politan areas in those cities should operate 
on L.P.G. At the moment, it is economic to 
operate cars on L.P.G. only ir Melbourne. 
Sydney is the next maim city where it will 
be economic to operate cars m L.P.G. So 
we should be looking at a sitwtion in which 
people who use their vehicles in the metro­
politan area are compelled tc operate them 
on L.P.G., thus allowing tle more trans­
portable fuel, petrol, to be arailable for the 
rest of Australia. 

Economies in the use of fuel should be 
pursued in other areas, for example, the 
insulation of houses. At tl:e moment, fuel 
oil is used to heat houses ir cold cities such 
as Canberra, Sydney, Melbourne and 
Adelaide. An alternative fuel should be 
used for this purpose. 

We should also look at the use of solar 
energy, although at this ,tage it is not eco­
nomic to use it. In talks that I had recently 
with some leading scien1ists from Japan, I 
was told that the ecoromic use of solar 
energy is still a long way off. 
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Mr. K. J. Hooper: Did you use an inter­
preter? 

Mr. SIMPSON: No. Fortunately they 
could speak English better than I ' could 
speak Japanese. 

I believe that we should look at the estab­
lishment in Australia of major projects that 
would help to overcome our unemployment 
problem and cater for our future transport 
needs. One such project would be the con­
struction of an electric Bullet train line from 
A~elaide to Cairns. Private enterprise could 
bmld such a line initially in the areas where 
traffic would be sufficient to make it an 
economic operation. The line could run first 
from Sydney to Newcastle, then be extended 
to Melbour':e and Brisbane. Finally, there 
could be a hne from Adelaide to Cairns. 

One of the few railway systems in the 
world th_at run at a profit is the Bullet train 
sys!em m Japan, and that is because the 
trams travel so swiftly. They travel at an 
average speed of 100 miles an hour and 
take many passengers who otherwise would 
travel. by mr. Such people provide a very 
lucrative market. But it must be remembered 
that Japan. has a population eight times that 
of Australia, and that it is distributed over 
a number of narrow islands. In turn we 
must r:ot forg~t _that most of Austr;lia's 
populatwn Js distnbuted along the seaboard 
from Melbourne to Cairns. 

. It must be pointed out that Bullet trains 
m Japan are stopped when snow is thick on 
t?e lme. Ear.thquakes, which occur several 
j~mes a year m that country, also cause the 
me t_o be completely closed down. The sys­
tem Is electromcally operated and it switches 
o~ when an earthquake of a certain ma -
mtufJ occurs. The cost of that equipme;t 
wou not have to be met in Australia so 
tha~ ·'_Vlould ?e a major saving in opera'ting 
a simi ar tram here. 

I_n my opinion, that is the direction in 
whJch we should be going in Australia in 
the J?Ot only to provide jobs but 
also to provide essential transportat,ion of 
people round Australia. It would bring 
many people to Queensland and assist in 
the development of tourist areas alona the 
coast. "' 

. I wish now to deal with domestic mattters 
m my electorate. Last week-end the Gov­
ernor of Queensland was kind enough to 
come to Noosa and open the Festival of 
the Waters. We enjoyed .having him and his 
Wife there, and he enjoyed travelling on the 
water-ways. 

. Because of the rapidly growing population 
m the . area fron;t Peregian through Coolum 
to Pacific Paradise and Mudjimba, there is 
an urgent need _for ~ police station. Although 
4,0~0 people l!ve m that area, no police 
statwn has been provided. The first time 
the police came there and carried out a 
survey, they happened to go to one gentle­
man who had been apprehended for drink­
driving. Of course, he was not really the 

person they should have asked, and he said, 
"No, we don't want the police here." That 
was very unfortunate. 

The second time they came, they did 
not carry out a proper survey because 
they said the area was in fact dying. That 
is absolute rubbish; it is growing. More 
and more shops are being built, more and 
more banks are being opened, and the 
number of children at the school has 
increased by over 100 per cent in three 
years. That proves how solid the area is 
and how much a police station is needed. 
I suggest that the Police Department have 
another look at the area and that the Min­
ister give further consideration to the pro­
vision of a police station, certainly before 
another hotel is provided. 

Because of the increase in population 
on the Sunshine Coast, problems arise with 
hospitals, particularly the base hospital in 
Nambour. People who cannot be admitted 
to that hospital are being turned away, and 
they have to be transported to Brisbane. 
When thev come to Brisbane, on occasions 
they cann~t be admitted to the first hospital 
to which thev are taken and have to go 
to a second -hospital. When one realises 
that it takes several years to get bed 
numbers increased and an operating theatre 
provided, one realises that now is the time 
to make provision for an adequate health 
service for the people of the area. 

The Noosa Hospital has recently been 
extended. It is a wonderful community 
hospital that saves the Health Department 
and the taxpayers of Queensland, and Aus­
tralia generally, a con&iderable amount of 
monev. The local community provides the 
money needed to finance the operations of 
that hospital. It is a magnificient team 
effort, and it generates an awareness in the 
community of the value of the hospital. 
It is really appreciated. 

A number of people who visit the area­
I was going to say at holiday time, but 
that is nearly all the year now-find them­
selves caught in rips on the Noosa Bar, or 
on the Caloundra Bar in the electorate of 
the honourable member for Landsborough. 
Those bars are very dangerous. In addition, 
many people use the beaches. Accidents 
that happen in such places require a special 
service that can be provided only with a 
helicopter. Work has almost been finalised 
to provide a very adequate co-ordinated 
service in the area on a continuous basis. 
It is something that has never been done 
before. We have been workiing on it for 
a long time. It will help the police and 
the ambulance in their work. It will assist 
the life-savers to provide an adequate service 
on the coast. More will be heard about 
that shortly. 

Town planning concerns me. Insufficient 
provision is made for community involve­
ment. The community feels that the town 
plan should contain a reference to a limita­
tion in the height of high-rise buildings. 
Most persons on the Sunshine Coast believe 
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that the required development and density 
can be contained amidst the beauty of trees 
and greenery rather than in monolithic, high­
rise, pencil towers. They believe that the 
Local Government Act should be amended 
to provide a greenery concept in the town 
plan. It is the desire of the majority of the 
people in my area to have a beautiful place 
in which to live. They believe that can be 
achieved even with a population in excess of 
250,000 persons on the Sunshine Coast. 

The roads in my area are of great concern 
to the people who live there. We do not 
have a divided road all the way to the Sun­
shine Coast as is provided to the Gold 
Coast. Recently the Minister for Local Gov­
ernment and Main Roads said that it would 
be eight years before we would get that. We 
are doubling the numbers on the roads every 
six years. Imagine what it will be like in 
eight years' time! It will be impossible to 
get them all on the road. I have fears from 
the safety angle. The present road is holding 
up commerce and tourism. 

We are fortunate to be getting the new 
Sunshine Coast Technical and Further Edu­
cation College. The business study part of that 
college is already open. It is one that is 
very much needed in the area to save young 
people from having to come to Brisbane to 
get their education. 

Mr. K. J. Hooper: You have three min­
utes. 

Mr. SIMPSON: I thank the honourable 
member. I hope, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that 
you will point out to Mr. Speaker that the 
figures on the clock cannot be seen from 
here. 

We have a groundsel problem in my area. 
There is a need for a joint approach to the 
problem by land-owners and the Govern­
ment. We need to find the means of eradi­
cating the pest, not just controlling it. Get­
ting rid of that groundsel would be an 
excellent job for the unemployed in the 
area. Skills that cannot be readily taught 
would not be required. That is the sort of 
scheme we should be promoting to help 
relieve unemployment. 

As the representative of a vast fruit-grow­
ing area, I am concerned about the dumping 
of products in this State such as fresh fruit 
pulp. I am also concerned about the intro­
duction of diseases that could jeopardise an 
industry such as the avocado industry. 

The Governor can be proud of the pres­
ent Government he has in Queensland. It 
fully upholds his position as the Queen's rep­
resentative in this State and as the head of 
this Parliament. It is with pleasure that I 
support the motion for the adoption of the 
Address in Reply. 

Mr. AKERS (Pine Rivers) (5.5 p.m.): Like 
the previous speaker, I rise to support the 
motion moved by the member for Callide 
(Mr. Hartwig) and seconded by you, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, in your capacity as the 
member for Ithaca. On behalf of the 

residents of the Pine Rivers electorate and 
myself I affirm our loyalty to the Crown, 
to the Governor, and to our parliamentary 
system. 

I also add our congratulations to those 
already conveyed to Mr. Speaker on his elec­
tion to his very high office. His is now the 
job of resurrecting the reputation of this 
Parliament from the very low esteem in 
which it has been held as the result of the 
actions of a few members and of the mis­
guided and, I believe, overtolerant Speaker 
who preceded the present Speaker. 

I say "a few members" because it is really 
only the actions of a few members that 
differentiate this Parliament from any other 
Parliament in Australia. Those few members 
have succeeded through publicity in dragging 
the lot of us down with them. It is the new 
Speaker's job to control those few members, 
who come from both sides of the House. 
They are the ones who brought about the 
denigration of this place. It is well within 
the powers of Mr. Speaker to do this, and 
I urge him to exercise those powers. 

In describing the former Speaker I used 
the word "overtolerant". He was proud of 
the fact that he went through a full session 
without any member being ejected, but then 
he was amazed to see that some members 
abused that tolerance. I say our new 
Speaker must not be so tolerant. 

In describing the former Speaker I also 
used the word "misguided". I believe he 
stood in this Parliament and described the 
whole of it as a cesspit and used many other 
unpleasant descriptions. He should have 
named the individual members who were 
concerned in this denigration. Those mem­
bers included a Minister who helped bring 
Parliament's name down. He should have 
done that instead of spreading the mire over 
all of us. The new Speaker must not fall 
into that same trap. He must deal with the 
individual culprits and not punish the whole 
of the group for the actions of a few. 

The former Speaker, of course, was not 
aided by the actions of the leaders of the 
Government and the Leader of the Opposi­
tion. The first thing that happened when we 
first sat in this brand new Chamber was the 
moving by the Premier of a motion that 
stirred up all the mire possible to muddy the 
then totally unmarked walls. 

Since then, the Opposition, under the 
leadership of Mr. Casey, has maintained that 
low level. Queensland deserves better than 
that. I know that the people of Pine Rivers 
expect better than that, and I look forward 
to our new Speaker, after overcoming his 
obvious initial nervousness and few mistakes, 
making sure that the people of Queensland 
and those of Pine Rivers do get better than 
that. I assure him that I will give him my 
fullest support in dealing with any member­
Minister, back-bencher or Opposition mem­
ber-who warrants discipline. 
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Anzac Square is a subject that has created 
a great deal of interest. It has been the 
result of two opposite decisions by the 
Gove_r~ment and therefore, unfortunately, by 
the Jomt Government parties. I am now 
assured by everybody that the decision will 
be reversed again. However, after the dup­
licity of the Bellevue scandal, I do not trust 
such assurances. I am afraid that those 
assurances are probably only an attempt to 
shut me up until after the by-elections on 
Saturday and that we will then see the back­
hoes and bulldozers move in, the trees 
tumble, the tranquiHty of Anzac Square 
destroyed, the shrine desecrated, a barren 
expanse of concrete perched high over 
Adelaide Street and a two-storey-deep canyon 
down each side. 

Mr. Davis: What a stupid remark! 

Mr. AKERS: If the honourable member 
wants that, he can have it. 

With the demolition of the Bellevue and 
t~e c~msequent loss of the very significant 
histone and architectural complex that 
formerly existed on the corner of George 
and .Alice Streets, the Anzac Square/G.P.O. 
precmct i~ probably the only remaining area 
of such Importance in the heart of Bris­
bane. Certainly that precinct is the only one 
used regularly by the general public. Any 
member who has any thought for the public 
~as only to _visit Anzac Square at peak hour 
m the mornmg, at lunchtime, or at any time 
over the week-end, to find it in regular, con­
stant use by members of the general public. 

That precinct was built up over a period of 
nearly 110 years. It started with the con­
structwn . of the G.P.O., which was com­
men.ced m 1871. The Central Railway 
Statwn. ~as commenced in 1889. Those 
tw<? bmldmgs were the start of that precinct, 
wh.Ich developed mto something unique in 
Bn~ban_e. . It is one of the best examples 
of Its kmd m Australia. Since the commence­
ment of the r~ilway station, Anzac Square 
was created. With the Anzac Memorial as 
the centre-piece of the whole scheme with 
th~ equestr!an statue built on the ~entral 
axis, the lme running between the tower 
of Central Railway Station and the central 
towe_r of the G.P.O. The line through there 
provides a. ~1sta that is unique in Brisbane. 
The d.emohtwn of the old buildings between 
Adel311de and Queen Streets, which were 
acqmred by the Bri~bane City Council, has 
opened up that special relationship across 
three streets and two city blocks to anyone 
who has any sensitivity at all about town­
scape. Judging by the comments made by 
the honourable member for Brisbane 
Cent,rai--

Mr. Davis: I support the Brisbane City 
Council pmposal 100 per cent. 

Mr. AKERS: The honourable member 
supports the Brisbane City Council proposal? 

Mr. Davis: That's right. 

Mr. AKERS: That is a marvellous admis­
sion from someone who is supposed to care 
about Brisbane! 

Mr. Davis interjected. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr.. Miller): 
Order! 

Mr. AKERS: Like many other people, I 
did not know of the relationship between 
the G.P.O. and Central Railway Station until 
those buildings were demolished. It is a 
credit, therefore, to Clem Jones that they 
were demolished to open it up. The demoli­
tion has shown what is available and what 
is possible. Obviously that was part of the 
original design in the minds of the people 
who sa.t down to design those buildings as 
far back as the 1890s. However, it was 
not obvious until the buildings were removed. 

Mr. Davis interjected. 

Mr. AKERS: The guffaws from the 
supposed local member are typical of the 
A.L.P.'s total lack of care about the town­
scape of Brisbane. 

Unfortunately the buildings that were 
removed to expose that vista were removed 
to make way for another one of Clem Jones's 
schemes to ruin what little part there is of 
the historically significant townscapes in 
Brisbane. The member for Brisbane Central 
seems to support that desecration. Clem 
Jones damaged very seriously the aesthetics 
of the Brisbane City Hall by constructing the 
City Square at a much higher level than 
the original ground level, which the design 
of the building allowed for. There was 
a consequent loss of steps leading up to 
the podium of that building. It lost much 
of its imposing effect and grandeur. I 
will repeat those words over and over today. 
Imposing effect and grandeur are two of 
the very important concepts in this dis­
cussion today. 

Clem Jones proposed to raise Anzac 
Square to the level of the Anzac Square 
~viemorial. That would have destroyed 
much of the dominance and grandeur of 
the memorial, as happened with the city 
hall. That is the major objection by any­
body who has any feeling at all for arch­
itecture and the environment to the proposal 
put forward by the Brisbane City Council. 
The project would also have destroyed the 
unique landscape within the square, especially 
the bottle trees that are just not availlable 
elsewhere in Brisbane for people to get to 
them easily and regularly. 

The proposed scheme included a link 
across Adelaide Street, which created a 
tunnel for the full length of the frontage 
of the present hole in the ground. That 
would block any views of the square from 
Adelaide Street. The street furniture in 
the area is special as well. The paving 
that runs the full length of the Adelaide 
Street frontage, the small street lamps on 
the frontage to Anzac Square and the stone 
walls are all impontant to the character of 
the area. 
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After protests from thousands of people, 
the original Clem Jones scheme was changed 
twice. The 1975 version retained the large 
expanse and all of the adverse effects flow­
ing from it, but brought the steps back 
down close to Adelaide Street on the square. 
The latest version has again expanded the 
structure over most of the square, like 
some great prehistoric monster advancing 
on the Shrine to destroy it; but, in a 
pathetic attempt to overcome the major 
objection to the previous schemes, it is kept 
back only a few feet from the stairs that 
lead up to the memorial. That dominance 
and that grandeur of the memorial created 
by its height above Anzac Square and the 
vista of the stairs at the end leading to 
the podium of the memorial are totally 
destroyed. It would be absolutely impossible 
to obtain such a vista by standing right at 
the foot of the stairs, as one would have 
to under this new proposal. That vista 
of the stairs and the podium creates an 
emotionally uplifting effect in the square, 
as can be experienced by anyone who stands 
on th~ Ann Street side of the memorial on 
the same level as the memorial and then 
goes down into the square. Those stairs and 
the podium make a tremendous difference. 
That is all entirely lost by the childish corn­
promise of an answer that has now been put 
up. 

Many other criticisms have been made of 
the proposal, but I will not go into those 
now. They have been listed in many pub­
lications, especially those of the National 
Trust. All I say is this: unless the Brisbane 
City Council abandons that scheme-unless 
the State or Federal Governments stop the 
project-great harm will be done to Brisbane. 
The people of Queensland will lose an 
important and highly significant part of their 
heritage. I implore anyone in the three 
tiers of Government who has the power 
to act to do so, no matter what the cost, 
before it is too late. I ask all members 
not to wait until the police are called in 
in their hundreds again to protect bulldozers 
while they ravage another beautiful part of 
Brisbane. We must do some work now. 

I know that the Brisbane City Council 
has outlayed very large sums in the acquisic 
tion of the land between Adelaide Street 
and Queen Street in what is sarcastically 
termed by the people of Brisbane "the 
hole in the ground" and over which they 
hope to see an expansion of the square. 
I know that parking must be provided for 
the Bank of New South Wales. There are 
other legal implications. Therefore, instead 
of being entirely negative in this speech, 
I have had prepared by my office a very 
positive and beneficial scheme for the use 
of the land, which I will be submitting 
in a few minutes. Brisbane sorely needs 
a safe place for commuters to wait for 
buses. Thousands of people, especially dur­
ing peak hours, wait on cold, windy and 
sometimes wet footpaths, crowded together, 
leaving very little room for other pedestrians, 
before boarding their buses. I suggest that 

excellent use could be made of that hole 
in the ground by establishing a bus ter­
minal there. 

I have had preliminary sketch plans pre­
pared to show that it is physically possible­
and I believe economically feasible-to carry 
out such a scheme. The drawings that I 
have with me show the scheme that I 
am proposing. It consists of a three-level 
complex, with buses entering and leaving 
the terminal area from the Adelaide Street 
level. It is envisaged that bus passengers 
will reach the terminal by escalators from 
the shopping and plaza levels above the 
terminal area. Up to 13 buses could use 
this space at any one time. They would 
enter and park at an angle to a central 
island on which the bus passengers could 
wait in complete safety instead of standing 
out in the street as they have to at present. 

The proposal includes shops, the associated 
parking area necessary to comply with legal 
requirements on a central level slightly below 
Queen Street, and an open plaza with a 
saluting dais and all the other things that 
are envisaged in this type of a fraction 
above the Queen Street There would 
be a crossing over Adelaide Street only in 
the form of a pedestrian bridge to allow 
safe access from Central Railway Station to 
the bus terminal area. -

We are talking about having a pedestrian 
mall somewhere in Brisbane and I would 
suggest, although it is not part of this scheme, 
that that mall be between Edward Street 
and Creek Street. If it were, it can be seen 
from these drawings that - the perlestrian 
traffic from the mall would flow very easily 
into what I have called the proposed Post 
Office Plaza. 

That would provide safe, covered access 
from Central Railway Station to a very large 
part of the central area of Bri~bane as well 
as enable passengers to board buses in corn­
fort. It would provide the necessary car­
parking space and the open space which 
would allow views across Anzac Square to 
both Central Station and the memorial, and 
back in the other direction towards the 
G.P.O. This is necessarily only a very pre­
liminary sketch, but it is sufficient to show 
that such a scheme is physicaUy possible. 

A preliminary estimate we have had made 
puts the cost at approximately $5,000,000. 
With some more work I am sure it could 
be shown that the shopping and car-parking 
section would provide the return necessary 
from that sort of expenditure and, in addi­
tion, the commuters of Brisbane would be 
proYided with a safe and comfortable bus 
terminal. 

The destruction of the Bellevue, the 
intended desecration of Anzac Square, the 
construction of the building we are in now 
in such a way that it damaged the grandeur 
of Parliament House and many other actions 
of the State Government over the years, such 
as the cold-blooded construction of the piece 
of concrete spaghetti outside called the 
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Riverside Expressway, point very clearly to 
the need for some form of heritage com­
mission in Queensland. l was very sad to 
see that there was still no proposal for such 
legislation in the Governor's Opening 
Speech for this parliamentary session. 

Before anybody decries this proposa'l 
entirely, I ask him to find out what a heri­
tage commission is all about. It is not 
necessarily just a bunch of long-haired, no­
hoper public servants who have never been 
involved in the practical world of business 
and development. The Australian Heritage 
Commission was established under a Federal 
Act of Parliament in 1975, and I think that 
it is one of the good things that came out of 
the Whitlam era. It consists of a part-time 
independent chairman and six part-time 
commissioners who have various skills and 
abilities. 

They are people who are interested in the 
environment and who know what is going 
on. Most of them have some involvement­
some have a lot-in the practical world 
of development. They get development going; 
they get things done. They have a very small 
professional and clerical staff of, I think, 
about 12 to provide the research and clerical 
back-up that they need. They are based in 
Canberra. When one considers that the 
Federal Public Service consists of about 
250,000 people, a staff of 12 to do such an 
important job is a very small consideration. 

The basic job of the Australian Heritage 
Commission is to establish and maintain a 
register of the National Estate. The Act 
defines the National Estate as those places 
being components of the natural environ­
ment of Australia that have aesthetic, 
scientific or social significance, or other 
special value for future generations, as well 
as for the present community. 

The National Estate includes such things 
as the natural environment, national parks, 
nature reserves, the coastline and islands, 
inland water expanses and other wetlands, 
special land forms, geographical features, 
caves, forests, woodlands, grasslands and 
areas of scientific interest in the natural 
environment. It also includes the man-made 
or cultural environment, historical buildings 
and structures-they either stand alone or 
are in groups, and the Anzac Square-G.P.O. 
precinct would be one such structure­
historic towns and other precincts, urban 
parks and gardens, Aboriginal art galleries 
and other sites, and areas of architectural 
interest of both Aboriginal and European 
origin. The chief task of the commission is 
to find and make an inventory of those 
features. 

The second main task of the commission 
is to advise the Minister for Environment, 
Housing and Community Development on 
any matter that might be brought before 
him. Other tasks of the commission are to 
educate the public, to carry out research 
and to administer places that have been 
given to the commission. The commission's 
job can be seen to be essentially advisory 

and educational, with a small administrative 
aspect. The commission is not a body that 
has dominance over all of Australia. I have 
noticed in this Chamber and outside it that 
any mention of the National Estate creates 
a fear in people. 

A properly constituted and properly run 
heritage commission is not a blockade to 
development. It is not an obstructive, 
unrealistic Public Service. It is something 
that identifies places and things that matter, 
just as a person would do in his own back­
yard. For example, a person may perhaps 
have beautiful trees growing in his garden 
and he may want to build a new garage. He 
just does not say, "That is where the garage 
is going" forgetting everything else. He stops, 
looks and tries to get around the trees. 
Surely no-one would just accept the first 
proposition, but I am afraid that at present 
that is what Government departments oce 
doing. My own experience in the Works 
Department for several years prior to 1968 
illustrated that to me. The effect that the 
Parliamentary Annexe has on Parliament 
House indicates that there was some lack of 
care about what happened to Parliament 
House. 

Mr. Frawley: Weren't you on the Buildings 
Committee? 

Mr. AKERS: No. I got off the Buildings 
Committee because it had a totally useless 
function. 

At 5.30 p.m., 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Miller): 
Order! Under the provisions of Standing 
Order No. 17, I propose to permit the 
honourable member for Pine Rivers to com­
plete his speech. 

Mr. AKERS: If one had any common 
sense, one would stop and look at the alterna­
tives before one proceeded with anything. 
As I said, Government departments and 
private enterprise are notorious for not 
stopping and looking. They just charge in 
and go ahead with whatever is proposed in 
the first place, without any consideration 
for the environment, for the surrounding 
buildings, or for basic good manners in town 
planning. 

As I have already said, the new Parlia­
mentary Annexe is one example of what 
can happen. The building that we are in and 
the tower block above us should never have 
been built so close to the old Parliament 
House. It has destroyed to a large extent 
the feeling of the height, the feeling of 
grandeur and the feeling of dominance of 
the old Parliament House. This new building 
should have been a maximum of half its 
present height, or probably even lower, and 
all the complaints about the lifts in this build­
ing have emphasised in another way that 
it does not work. However, that is not rele­
vant to what I am saying. This building, 
with its tower block so close to the old 
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Parliament House, has damaged that building 
very significantly and has destroyed a large 
part of the national heritage. 

A heritage commission would have been 
the Government's stop-and-look procedure 
before this building was built. A properly 
administered commission would have said, 
"You are going to spoil Parliament House 
by putting that up. Stop and see whether 
you can get the same accommodation, the 
same answer, in a different way." If that 
had been done, we would not have what 
we have here today. Most things can be 
done just as efficiently and just as economic­
ally in another way without damaging other 
aspects of the environment. 

As I mentioned earlier, everyone com­
plained about the "spaghetti bolognaise" out­
side this building. It would have been very 
simple to take one or two bridges across the 
river and build the freeway on the flat area 
on the other side of the river. That would 
have kept the whole aspect of the Brisbane 
River pleasant and a place where one would 
like to be. When one goes out of this 
building on this side of the river, one cannot 
see anything for the jungle of columns and 
the freeway ducking and diving. 

We have destroyed our beautiful river. 
If one goes to Perth, one sees the· way in 
which a river should be used. The freeway 
there has been built on the flat so that one 
cannot see it easily. It does not block one's 
view of the river as the freeway here does. 
Even when one is on the freeway, one has 
difficulty in seeing the fountain on the river. 
One can hardly see it from the other side· 
from this side it is lost to view entirely. Th~ 
only time the freeway looks good is from 
!he top of this building at night when there 
1s a lot of traffic on it. It looks tremendous 
then. 

The heritage commission that I want to see 
established in Queensland, or the Federal 
one that I want us to acknowledge, would 
create .an inventory of the spaces, buildings 
and thmgs of that type around Brisbane that 
should be on such a list. Before anything 
was done to those spaces or those buildings, 
the matter would be referred to the heritage 
commission for comment, and that comment 
almost certainly would be, "Stop and look. 
Make sure we have it right." 

The State Government is responsible for 
the construction of not only the South East 
Freeway but also all the other freeways in 
Brisbane. It is responsible for approving the 
construction of pipelines, large new buildings, 
and so forth. A heritage commission would 
have advised the Government on the George 
Street Precinct, which I am sure is going 
to be one of the great failures of townscape 
and town planning. 

The whole purpose of a heritage commis­
sion is to ensure that a Government or a 
private developer does not unwittingly damage 
a place or a thing of great value to the heri­
tage of the nation. "Unwittingly" is the 

critical word. If after the stop-and-look pro­
cedure is carried out the Go·vernment decides 
to proceed on its original course, or if a 
private developer also decides to go ahead 
with his project and the Government st.ill 
agrees to it and possibly does not believe 
that it is necessary to take any further pro­
tective action, the project should be allowed 
to proceed. 

A heritage commission should not have 
any power to stop anything in its own right. 
The Federal commission has no power in 
itself to make decisions. The decisions are 
entirely left to the relevant Minister. The 
reco-rd of that commission by way of co-oper­
ation and advice is an excellent one. I call 
very strongly for legislation in Queensland. 
We need an Act that sets up our own herit­
age commission or some equivalent body, or 
an Act to require reference of projects such 
as this building, the freeways and the Anzac 
Square development to the Federal Heritage 
Commission. With such legislation we could 
take strong action to protect the heritage of 
Queensland, and future generations would 
be very thankful to the members of this 
Parliament for introducing such a scheme. 

Turning to another subject, I warn the 
public against what I see as a dangerous 
development, namely, the illegal backyard 
sales of caravans, boats and cars in Bris­
bane. Anyone who watches the daily news­
papers would have seen regular advertise­
ments from individual addresses or telephone 
numbers by people who are selling all sorts 
of different things. 1 have a few of them 
here. These were taken out in May because 
I was hoping to bring the matter up in the 
last session of Parliament, but time beat me. 

One advertisement is listed for 19 Cov­
entry Street, Hawthorne. On Friday, 11 May, 
there was an advertisement for the sale of 
an aluminium boat-"Vl2 Brooker on 
trailer . . . $890". On Saturday 12 May 
an advertisement read "1965 18 hp Evinrude 
outboard motor ... $145", and the same 
address was given. On Tuesday, 15 May there 
was an advertisement for the sale of a 3.9m 
aluminium boat in near new condition, and 
again the same address was given. On the 
same page there was an advertisement to 
sell a 1968 9.5 Evinrude outboard motor 
with tank, and again the same address was 
given. On Wednesday, 16 May, there was a 
13ft. aluminium boat for sale at the same 
address, and under that there was another 
advertisement for a 9.5 Evinrude outboard 
motor at a different price. It sounds like the 
one that had been advertised before, so per­
haps the price had been dropped. On 
Thursday, 17 May, there was another alumin­
ium boat and another outboard motor for 
sale at the same address. On the same day 
a caravan came into the list of things that 
this person was selling at that address. 

Similar advertisements have regularly 
appeared in "The Courier-Mail" over a 
long period. There are plenty of other 
examples of this type of thing going on. 
Although I want people to be able to act 
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as freely as possible, I warn them of the 
danger of buying from backyard dealers. 
They have no guarantee that the title to 
that car, caravan or boat is secure. There 
is nothing to show them that it is not stolen 
or about to be repossessed. Many people 
have been caught in this way. 

On the road to Redcliffe there is a place 
where a person has three or four caravans 
and three or four boats regularly on sale. 
They keep coming. There is no way in the 
world that that person is not dealing illegally. 

No action is being taken to stop that sort 
of illegal practice or to protect purchasers. 
Apart from the lack of security to title, 
there is no control over such matters as 
compliance with the gas regulations applic­
able to caravans. Every licensed second­
hand yard must have every caravan checked 
to ensure that it complies with the gas 
regulations. There is no control whatever 
over the backyard dealers. That, of course, 
gives them another advantage besides the 
lack of overheads and the fact that they are 
probably not paying sales tax. They have 
an unfair advantage over the safe and 
regular dealers, who have to set up yards, 
comply with all the regulations and pay their 
taxes. 

Mr. Davis: What is wrong with the depart­
ment? It has done nothing about them. 

Mr. AKERS: That is a good question. I 
hope that my comments today might force 
it to take some action. 

There is certainly no guarantee on the 
mechanical ;;ide of things. I warn anyone who 
goes to a backyard dealer to check thor­
oughly into the bona fides of the sale and on 
the title to the car, caravan or boat. -Unfor­
tunately, that is almost impossible because 
there is nothing on the registration certificate 
to show whether a car, for example, is under 
mortgage or hire purchase. 

Finally, I want to be a little parochial and 
refer to the Bray Park State School. It is 
in great danger of becoming one of the 
\vorst second-rate schools in Queensland. It 
is only in its seventh year of operation, and 
already it has nearly 900 pupils. Next year 
the enrolment is expected to be 1,060 and 
in 1981 it is expected to be nearly 1,200. 

Mr. Frawley: Which school is this? 

Mr. AKERS: The Bray Park State School. 
Very close to it, Bill Bowden has been 

selling two estates containing 130 blocks. 
Over the past couple of years he has sold 
a large number of aHotments. Anyone who 
vvatches the commercials on T.V. about the 
Andalucia Estate would be interested to learn 
th1t it is right alongside. A number of 
properties are in the catchment area. D.U.L. 
had 144 lots that were recently sold. That 
means that 400 to 500 residential lots have 
either been sold or are about to be sold in 
the residential area in the immediate 
vicinity of the Bray Park School. So it will 
be seen that the enrolment figures I gave 
are very conservative. I believe that the 
numbers will be much higher. 

Between July 1977 and December 1978 
the shire council approved nearly 500 homes 
in that same catchment area. Other blocks 
are going on the market now. 

Two things are needed: the upgrading of 
the school itself, wi,th the prov·ision of a 
proper library, music area and covered games 
areas, and a new school in the western area 
of Strathpine to provide relief for the 
beautiful little Bray Park State School. I 
hope that the Minister for Works and Hous­
ing is Listening. I urge him and the Govern­
ment to take action as soon as possible 
to allocate money to the construction of 
the relief school and before the beginning 
of next year to provide adequate facilities 
for the children at the Bray Park State 
School. 

Debate, on motion of Mr. Wharton, 
adjourned. 

11he House adjourned at 5.44 p.m. 




