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THURSDAY, 30 OCTOBER 1975

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. I. E. H. Houghton,
Redcliffe) read prayers and took the chair
at 11 a.m.

PAPERS
The following papers were laid on the
table:—
Orders in Council under the Racing and
Betting Act 1954-1974.
Regulations under—
State Transport Act 1960-1972.
Motor Vehicle Driving Instruction
School Act 1969.
Traffic Act 1949-1975.

QUESTIONS UPON NOTICE
1. CORAL-DREDGING IN MORETON BaY

My. Burns, pursuant to notice, asked the
Minister for Aboriginal and Islanders
Advancement and Fisheries—

(1) What areas of Moreton Bay are
subject to coral-dredging leases and what
companies hold the leases?

(2) What effect will these leases have on
Green, Mud and similar islands?

(3) How close to the foreshores are
dredges allowed to operate?

(4) Has any study been made on the
effect the dredging will have on the
oyster and fish populations?

Answer :—

(1 to 4) Specified areas in Moreton Bay
surrounding Mud, St. Helena and Green
Islands and off shore of Cleveland and
Wellington Point are subject to coral-
dredging leases held by Queensland
Cement and Lime Co. Ltd. and have been
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for some considerable time without detri-
ment to the islands. Dredges may operate
in the leased areas surrounding Maud,
Green and St. Helena Islands to mean
high-tide level or may be excluded for a
further 150 ft. seaward should this be
deemed necessary. The off-shore areas of
Cleveland and Wellington Point may be
dredged to within 50 metres of high water
mark with this distance increased to 200
metres from low water mark where the
foreshores ares under the control of ihe
local authority., Comparable studies have
been made relative to the effect of dredg-
ing on marine populations and the reports
are available to my Fisheries Service,
which will study any local development.
The honourable member for Wynnum has
made representations to me relative to
coral dredging, following which discussions
vere initiated with the relevant authorities,
and as a result further consultations will
take place to ensure that the maximum
possible and necessary protective and pre-
ventive measures are implemented.

2. ALLEGATIONS ABOUT WIANUFACTURE OF
FURNITURE AT WACOL PRISON

Mr. K. J Fooper, pursuant to notice,
asked the Minister for Community and
Welfare Services and Minister for Sport—

Was an official investigation held into
allegations by a prisoner named Leonard
Gallagher, a former inmate at Wacol
Prison, concerning the manufacture of
furniture from Government material at
the Watol Prison carpentry shop for high-
ranking priscn officials? If so, has the
investigation been completed and what
were the findings?

Aunswer—

I am aware of a Press report which
appeared in the “Sunday Sun” of 24
November 1974, when it was alleged that
a prisoner named Gallagher claimed that
jail workshops and public funds were
being used to make furniture and other
goods for prison officers. The prisoner
was reported to have said further that he
had evidence to support his claims of
corruption in the prison service and had
written to me calling for an inquiry. In
actual fact I did receive a letter from the
priscner just prior to the publication of
this report in the newspaper, but 5o
reference was made by him in that letter
regarding the manufacture of furniture
and other goods for prison officers. The
letter in question sought assistance from
me on matters arising from the prisoner
being imprisoned for two vears tiine
months on a charge of “deprivation of
liberty”. The honourable member might
be interested ic know that the priseuner
pleaded guilty in the District Court to that
charge. Referring again to newspaper
repotts, “The Courier-Mail” on 30 Septems-
ber 1972, in relation to the offence,
reporied that, “Police realised they thad
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caught somebody less than Humphrey
Bogart when their prisoner began fc ask
them to fix him up with a cocktail of
morphine and ‘coke’ (cocaine).” The
newspaper report went on fo say—inter
alia—

“Before thaf, the District Court heard
yesterday, Leonard James Gallagher, 31,
alias Jimmy JYeggo, alias JFimmy
Diamond, was talking and acting like
a real Hollywood tough guy.

Dressed in sharp, greystriped ‘God-
father’ suit and wearing sunglasses,
Gallagher walked into a pharmacy at
Petrie Bight and produced a loaded
pistol.”

The same newspaper report stated thgt
Gallagher had spent most of his time in
gacls since he was 17, mainly for breaking
and entering, car stealing and false pre-
tences. The contents of both the news-
paper repert and the letter wriiten to me by
Gallagher were examined, but no evidence
was forthcoming to substantiate any of
the accusations made. Advice received
from the Compiroller-General of Prisons
regarding manufacture of items in prison
workshops for prison officers indicated
that all applications received from mem-
bers of the staff for work to be done on
their behalf in prison workshops are
referred to him_ in the first instance and
subsequeint to obtaining his approval an
order is issued to the workshop concerned
for the manufacture of the item. Payment
is teceived from the staff on the basis of
the cost of the material involved plus an
“on cost” to meet certain overhead
expenses. 1 have already referred to the
audit inspector’s report on the books and
accounts at Wacol Prison in my answer
to the honourable member on Friday last,
and 1 would now again indicate to him
that the report does not reveal any irregu-
larity regarding the manufacture of items
in the carpentry shop.

DEVELOPMENT OF MT. GRAVATT
SEOWGROUND SITE
Mr. Kaus, pursuant to notice, asked the

Wiinister for Local Government and Main
Roads—

(1) Is he aware of a proposal io con-
struct a large department store and com-
mercial centre on the area known as the
Old Mt Gravatt Showground?

{2} Is the land appropriately zoned for
this purpose or would it have to be
rezoned to permit the proposnl to proceed?

(3) What will be the effect on iraffic
movement and density if such a scheme
proceeds?

(4) Bearing in mind the history of the
tand, wili this scheme be againat the
public interest and be an exploitation of
the public estate by the Brisbane City
Council?
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Answeirsi—-

v

(1 and 2) I amn aware of the proposal
mentionad by the honourable member. The
subject land is included in the Special Uses
A Zope under the Brishane Town Pi
prﬁs;:mﬁv in force, and I am advised that,
under the town nlan, the consent of the
Brishane City Council would nzsd to be
obtaires before the develo opment referred
to could take place. I understand thai an
application for such consent was made i

he council, was processed by ihe councii
accordance with the City of Brisbane
5 ACL 19641975 and certain
iodged. The council
to grant the appiica-
tion, advised objectors to that effect and I
understand that an appeal {o the Local
Covernment i"oac“‘ has beeu ludged against
the co

(3 and 4) These matters would be ones
for consideration by the council when deal-
ing with iiﬂ\e applicaticn for consent aad
could be raised in the course of appeal
proceedin ga Aceordingly, T do not feel that
it would be approvriate for me o comment
thereon.

©

4. Hios r JUDGMENT onN Mirx

3\1‘)«151“?«!
My, Guom, pursuant to notice, asked the
Minister for Primary Indusiries—

(1Y As the High Court 3;1 igment
handed down on 18 QGetober will virtually
mean a free flow of milk be iwcen 5
toria and New South Wales, which will
mean a breakdown of the New 3South
Wales Dairy Industry Authority, what
sffect will this iudgment have on the milk
industry in this Staie?

(2) Will it mean that the Brisbane Milk
Board will be in a similar position to that
of its counterpart in New South Wales?

Answer——

(1 and 2) T regret that T am not as yst
in a postion o give an suthoritative answer
to this guestion. The High Court judgment
to which the honourable member refers is
both complex and voluminous and is being
examined in detail in regard to iis effects,
if any, on milk distribution in Queensiand.

5. Fuwps ForR Boowm GATES AT RAILWAY

CROSSINGS

Mr. Guomp, pursuant io
Minister for Transporf—

As there has been no varigiion in the
amount of finance set aside for the instal-
lation of boom gates at railway crossings
during the past 15 years and because of
rising costs it necessarily follows that
not as many boom gates have been
installed over the past couple of “vears,
and as railway crossings which do not
have boom gaies have been the scene of
several fatal accidents receatly, he
mest the Minister for Local Government

wtice, asked
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and Main Roads with a view to obiaining
a far greater allocation of funds for this
purpose?

Answeri—

As suggested by the honourable member,
1 have discussed this matter with my
colleague the Honourable R. J. Hinze,
PMinister for Local Goverument and Main
Roads, and we are pleased o announcs
ithat the annuval contribution by the Depart-
ment of Main Roads and the Department
of Railways to the fund for instaliation of
boom gaies and/or flashing lights gt railway
level crossings will be increased to
$100,000 each.

Housmig 19 CHARLEVILLE

BSe. Turner, pursuant ¢ notice, asked the
for Local Government and Main

(1) As the articie m “The Sunday Mail”
of 286 October claiming ithat 307 houses
are unoccupied in Charleville is com-
pletely untrue and misleading and as 2
survey conducted by the Charleville Cham-
ber of Commerce on 27 October shows no
houses for vent and only three unoccupisd
houses for sale, can he state where the
figures in the article were devived from?

(2) Will he completely refute the siate-
ment which appeared in “The Senday
Mail™?

Answeri——

(1 and 2) I do not know whether this
question should have been directed io me
or to the Minister for Works and Housing.
T can tell the House that the reporter
referred to is Jack Lumpn, who s regarded
bv members of the Queensland Press as
being a very relisble reporier. I do not
know where he got the information about
the empty houses. I was surprised when I
read the article, and ¥ know that it has
caused a good deal of concern. When Lunn
telephoned me, all 1 tried to do was point
out 1o him the perilous financial position of
local authorities in some areas of the State.
T am not in 2 position to refute the staie-
ments, but I know the Minisier for Works
and Housing would be. I think that is all
{ can indicate about it. I repeat that I do
know that fack Lunn is generally regarded
as a reliable reporter.,

WORKERS' L OMPENSATION  FOR
FAMILIES OF FROPERTY OWHNERS

Rr., Turmer, pursuant o notice, asked the

Depuaty Premier and Treasurer—

Why are members of a property owner’s
family who work oan the pr(\pe'iv and
are on ihe payroll not covered by workers’
compensaticn the same as any other
employee 5%



1624

8.

Questions Upon Notice

Answer:—

Under section 3 of the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act 1916-1973, the term
“worker” does not include a member of an
employer’s family dwelling in his house.
Neither compulsory premium nor benefit
therefore applies. However, voluntary
cover under the Act is available to mem-
bers of an employer’s family living with
him, with the same benefits as those that
apply to ordinary workers should the per-
son so concerned elect.

PROSECUTION OF WHITE-COLLAR
LARGE-SCALE CRIMINALS

Mr. Melloy, pursuant to notice, asked the

Minister for Justice and Attorney-General—

9.

(1) Has he seen the report in “The
Courier-Mail” of 18 October wherein Sir
Richard Eggleston said that because pro-
secutors found their crimes too compli-
cated, some white-collar criminals who
stole millions of dollars were never pun-
ished?

(2) Is there a pressing need for a
Government legal department staffed by
lawyers expert in financial and legal
matters?

(3) Does he propose to add to the

staff of the Solicitor-General’s Department
persons expert in these fields?

Answers:—

(1) Yes.

(2 and 3) No. Prosecutions in criminal
cases are assigned from within the staff of
the Solicitor-General or from the private
bar, according to the nature of the trial.

JURISDICTION OF SMALL CLAIMS
TRIBUNAL OVER LAND CLAIMS

Mr. Melloy, pursuant to notice, asked the

Minister for Justice and Attorney-General-—

In view of the action in the Full Court
wherein it was held that the Small Claims
Tribunal does not possess jurisdiction over
claims arising out of or relating to con-
tracts relevant to the sale of land, does
he have any plans to amend the Act to
allow such claims up to $700 to be
heard by the tribunal?

Answer:—

This matter has been fully considered
but it is not proposed to make any further
amendments to the Small -Claims Tribunals
Act at present.

10. PermicREw ENGINEERING Co. PTY. LTD.

Mr. Melloy, pursuant to notice, asked the

Deputy Premier and Treasurer—

(1) Did he receive a letter from Petti-
erew Engineering Co. Pty. Ltd. dated
17 October, wherein the company explained
why it had not been able to meet pay-rall
tax commitments on time?
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(2) Has the Irrigation and Water Supply
Commission failed to pay the company
moneys owing to it and was it instructed
by the Commissioner of Stamp Duties
not to pay the outstanding money?

(3) Why has industry in general to
wait for the payment of moneys due to
it from State Government departments
for periods of up to six months or more?

(4) 1s the Government in financial dif-
ficulties and unable to meet its commit-
ments?

(5) Has the company refused to deal
with State Government departments and
has it denied its services in water treat-
ment and water pollution control until
sach time as the Government can prove
that it is capable of meeting its commit-
ments?

Answers:—

(1) 1 did receive a letter from Pettigr}ew
Engineering Co. Pty. Ltd., a copy of which
I am aware was widely distributed.

(2) 1 am advised by senior departmental
officers that all progress payments due were
made by the Irrigation and Water Supply
Commission within 21 days in accordance
with the terms of its contract with this
company. One payment was delayed for
approximately one week as a result of the
Commissioner of Pay-roll Tax taking action
in accordance with the provisions of the
Pay-roll Tax Act to collect moneys owing
by the company.

(3 and 4) Such comment is so far from
the truth as to be absurd and in my mind
creates grave doubts about the credibility
of anybody making such sweeping and
irrational statements.

(5) To my knowledge the company has
not been specifically invited to carry out
work for the State which it has then
refused to do. However, if the company,
for any reason, takes a decision not to
tender for State Government contracts,
then of course it is free to conduct its
business in that manner; but I know of no
State Government practice which would
lead any reasonable business management
to adopt such an illogical attitude.

11. Hazarps FrROM INSECURE LOADS OF

TRUCKS AND TRAILERS

Dr. Leckwoed, pursuant to motice, asked

the Minister for Transport—

(1) Is he aware that trucks and trailers
with insecure loads regularly drop branches.
boxes, botties and bricks on our roads?

(2) Is he also aware that guarry
gravel up to 1.5 cm in diameter can be
blewn from a truck over a 15cm board
when the speed of the truck is above
80 km/h, with damage to windscreens
then or after cars pick up this gravel?
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(3) Are such vehicles and their loads
considered to be road hazards to motorists
and windscreens?

(4) Will he take action to have all
naturally unstable loads compulsorily
secured by ropes, cargo netting or tar-
paulins?

Answers:—

(1 to 4) 1 am aware of the problems
and hazards caused by insecure loads and
realise that gravel thrown up from the
road or bouncing from trucks can cause
windscreen damage. I would invite the
honourable member’s attention to Traffic
Regulation 77, and I quote from section
(d) of this regulation which provides for
the load to be “so arranged, contained,
fastened or covered that neither the load
nor any part of it will fall or otherwise
escape from such vehicle”, and which if
observed would considerably mitigate the
problem. Observance of this particular
regulation has also been made a condition
of hire licences issued for carrying vehicles.
An informative booklet on safety of loads
is at present under preparation by a com-
mittee representative of unions, industry
and government. However, I shall draw
the honourable member’s concern to the
attention of the Honourable the Minister
for Police for further action.

SAND-MINING LEASES ON FRASER
IsLAND

Mr. Yewdale, pursuant to notice, asked the
Minister for Mines and Energy—

(1) When will a proper instrument or
deed of lease be granted for mining lease
102 Maryborough, on Fraser Island, where
D.M. Minerals are currently conducting
sand-mining operations?

(2) Why has he delayed the granting
of a deed of lease for mining lease 102,
as he issued leases for mining leases 93,
94, 95 and 96 on Fraser Island to
Murphycres Incorporated Pty. Ltd. in
April 1973?

(3) Will any terms of the memorandum
signed by the Under Secretary, Department
of Mines, and dated 24 August, 1973, be
varied if and when a deed of lease is
finally granted for mineral lease 102
and, if so, which clauses?

(4) With respect to clause 19 of the
memorandum, mineral lease 102, does
“rehabilitation” mean that trees must be
established and growing as defined in
clause 18d of the same memorandum?

(5) In view of photographic evidence
_exhibited to the Fraser Island Environ-
mental Inquiry that, in violation of clause
24 c iii, water and other substances were
being discharged into Second Creek and
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on the land abutting Second Creek by
D.M. Minerals, what action will he take
to cancel mineral lease 102 on Fraser
Island?

(6) Does the non-payment of Ilease
rentals by 31 December each year, as
required by the Mining Act regulations,
result in the forfeiture of a lease and
require the previous holders of leases to
reapply? If so, why were all leases
held by Murphyores Inc. Pty. Lid. on
Fraser Island not forfeited when it was
more than 12 days late in meeting its
rental payments?

Answersi—-

(1) This lease was applied for on 4
January 1971, and, after a lengthy hearing,
the warden recommended it for approval
on 11 June 1971. After consultations with
other parties, special conditions were pre-
pared and the lease was granted on 23
August 1973. The instrument of this lease
will issue when the survey has been finally
accepted.

(2) 1t was considered that a survey of
the area was necessary.

(3) The instrument when issued will
contain the conditions detailed in the
original grant. Any variations tc those
conditions will be noted by a subsequent
endorsement.

(4) There is no condition 18 (d).

{5) I have not seen the supposed photo-
graphic evidence and perhaps the honour-
able member could forward a copy of the
photo or photos to me. The information
given to me by my officers is that mine
water is not being discharged into Second
Creek, and what possibly could appear in
a photograph could be the path of the
delivery pipeline from Second Creek to the
mine and plant which traverses a swamp.
On one particular night not long after
production commenced, this pipeline burst
where it crosses the roadway and scoured
out the road before it could be repaired.
This water did return to the swamp and the
creek but it was only fresh creek water,
which had not been through the mining
plant.

(6) Rentals on mining leases are pay-
able in advance on or before 31 December
of each year. However, it is long-estab-
lished practice to extend the time for
payment up to 31 March with a penalty.
Rentals with penalties are usually accepted
beyond that date. As has usually been the
case with propaganda concerning mining
on Fraser Island, the statement by the
honourable member is wrong. He should
seek a more reliable source for his informa-
tion in future. All rentals for 1975 on
Jeases held by Murphyores on Fraser
Island were paid by 31 December, 1974.



of the (Jueens-
ermen’s Organisa-
tion placed Dbefore him regulations for
inclusion in tihe Fisheries Act before
fishermen at branches even get 2 chance
to consider the proposals?

{1} Has the
land Commercial

A
or renewal of a master fisherman’s licenc
for 1975 be altered before 12 monihs
notice is given to fishermen?

3

rson preseatly helding a
¢ licence, and whose sule
i compensated in
od renewal of the
c

riteria?

(4) Will 2 vperson who is at present

the holder of 2 master fisherman’s licence,
and whose sole occupation is fishing, be

refused renswal of a licence hecause he .

will not pay the levy or annual per-capiia
subsidy to the Q.CF.0. as a result of
his dissatisfaction with the operstion of
the organisation?

Answeri—

{1 to 4) These guestions relate io the
Fisheries Act and should be addressed io
my colleague the Minister for Aboriginal
and Isianders Advancement and Fisheries.
The administration of the Fisheries Act
was transferred to him earlier this vear.

14. CONTROL OF SaLEs BY USED-CAR
DEALERS

Mr. Yewiale, pursuant to notice, asked
the Minister for Industrial Development,
Labour Relations and Consumer Affairs—

(1) Will he accede to the suggestion
of the R.A.C.Q. to pass legislation similar
to that in South Australia to control sales
by used-car dealers?

(2) Is it a fact that in Queensland
there is no onus on a dealer to give
details of defects in a vehicle other tham
those revealed in a roadworthiness test?

(3) Will he urgently undertake 2 review
of the relative legisliation with a view
to protecting purchasers from unscrupulous
dealers who may cover a defect so wel
;h}at a roadworthiness check will not reveal
1t?

Answer;—

{1 to 3} This is a matter which comes
within the purview of my colleague the
Minister for Justice and Attorney-General,

8

15, Yeavsy Bay

Mini
Relations and Consumer Affairs—

Minister for Local Government
Roads—
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TmoustriaL EsTaTE

Me. Powell, pursuant to notice, asked the
finister for Industvial Development, Labour

(1) Will he give a firm date for the
cotnpletion of works for the establishment
of the indusirial estate af Hervey Bey?
firms have expressed
interest in setting up their opecations at

ARSWersi——
{1} Initial estate development covering
roadworks, kerbing and chauonelling,

stormwater drainage and water reticulation
has now been completed.

{2) Seven inguiries have been received
from organisations interested in acquiring
sites on the estaie. Following completion
of Stage 1 development, it is now possible
to proceed with site allocations.

16 and 17. CommonweaLltH Roap (GRANTS

M. Powell, pursuant to notice, asked the
and Main

How much money has the Common-
wealth Government granted to the Queens-
tand Government so far this vear for use

f 3 3 7 5 { n 3
on {a)} main highways, (b) arterial roads
and {c) rural roads?

Answeri—

Under the National Roads Act and
Roads Grants Act for the year 1975-76,
together  with the  additional funds
announced in the August Budget, the Com-
monwealth Government is expected to
provide the following amounts for the
use indicated:-—(a} WNational highways—
$27,650,000. (b) Arterial roads——(1) Urban,
$16,280,000; (2) Rural, $10,870,000. ()
Rural roads—(1) Rural local, $15,540,000;
(2) Beef roads, $16,610,000. Formal
approval has not yet been received from
the Commonwealth Minister for Transport
to the dissection of the additional funds
included in the above amounts. The
dbove figures do not include $2,350,000
for export roads, $2,060,000 for wurban
iocal roads and $2,100,006 for minor
improvements to {raflic engineering and
road safety.

Mr, Powell, pursuant to notice, asked the

Minister for Local Government and Main
Roads—

As the Commonwealth Government
extracts large amounts of money from
motorists in this State, will he approach
the Commonwealth Government for some
of its vast pool of money to upgrade the
roads between {2) Torbanlea and Hervey
Bay, (b) Woodgate and Childers, (¢}
Goodwood and Bundaberg and (d) the
airport and the hospital oan  Takalvan
Strect, Bundaberg?
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Answeri——

As the honourable member would be
aware, I tried earlier this year to extract
an extra $22,200,000 from the Common-
wealth Government just to cover the
erosion of this year’s allocation due to
inflation. Omnly $13,200,000 was granted.
Unfortunately many worthy causes just
cannot be contemplated at present owing
to the lack of funds., Currently the Main
Roads Department has no plans to

upgrade any of the sections of road listed,

apart from some minor improvements to
the Walker Street intersection on the
Airport Road in Bundaberg which are
listed for attention next financial vyear.

18. Cosstal LowrLanps StUpY, ELLIOTT
RIVER-BOONQORCO POINT

Wir. Ahern for Mr. Alisom, pursuant fo
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for tea and coffee and also ples and sand-
wiches on the “Capricornian” from Rock-
hampton to Brisbane, so that passengers
may have a hot drink and a bite to eat
through the night if they so desire?

Answer:—

The installation of self-serve food dis-
pensers on the “Capricornian” would not
seem to be a practical proposition, as I am
advised that the movement of the train
would affect the operation of the machine.
AS far as is known, such units are not
provided on the trains of any other Aus-
tralian railway system. However, I am
prepared to have the matter investigated
further. Refreshments are obtainable from
the griddie car after 5.45 a.m. and until
9.30 p.m.

notice, asked the Minister for Lands, Forestry,
Mational Parks and Wildlife Service— 21,
With reference to the report of the
coastal lowlands study by an inter-

COMPLAINTS AGAINST BUILDERS

Dir. Scoti-Yeung, pursuant fo notice, asked
the Minister for Works and Housing—

deparimental, committee of the area
botween the Elliott River and Boonooroo
Point, which was expected to have been
printed by July this year, what proportis
of the 76,000 hectares of wvacant Crown
fand in the area of the siudy would be
uitable for softwood plantation and what
types of softwood would be most suitable?

Answer:—

The Coastal Lowlands Study is being
prepared under the jurisdiction of my col-
league the Honourable the wiinister for
Primary Industries, and the guestion should
therefore be direcied to him for attention.

9.  A=ErorrANg (CRasH NEAR CAIRNS

Mr. Tennpi, pursnant to notice, asked the
Minister for Transport
With reference to the air disaster on
23 October when a Conair 4-engine Heron
aircraft crashed whilst approaching ihe
Cairns Airport, costing the lives of 11
people, will he have inguiries made and
advise the House why this landing was
attempted in a violent storm when the air-
craft could have been diverted to Towns-
vitle, where 1 believe the weather was
ciear?

Answeri~

This is not a matter coming within my
jurisdiction, but no doubt it would be taken
into copsideration i the course of the
official investigation by the Commonwealth
Department  of Transport Alr  Safety
Investigation Branch.

0. SELF-8ERVICE B EFRESHMENT
MACHINES FOR “CAPRICORNIAN”
Mr. Jensen, pursuani to notice, asked the
Minister for Transport-—
Will he give further consideration to
the instailation of self-service machinss

(1) What procedures are adopted by
Builders’ Registration Board when a
nplaint is levelled against a builder for
inferior materials on a building?

{(2) Is it a common practice for the
board ‘to suggest arbitration between the
two parties, and, if this eventuates, does the
board then consider that it has fulfilled
and discharged its duty to the home owner
or purchaser?

Answers—

(1) If investigation by the Buiiders’
Registration Board of Queensland does, in
fact, establish in the opinion of the board
the use of inferior materials, the board
requires the builder to rectify such fauit.

(2) Mo,

22. Famiry Jov ENTERPRISES

Mr. Glgsson, pursuant to notice, asked the

Premigr-—

With reference to his answer eariier that
the Queensland Government wouid ask
the Commissioner for Corporate Affairs to
investigate any complaints by the Northern
Territory Legisiative Assembly inte fly-by-
night building companies operating in
Darwin afier cyclone “Tracy”—

(1) Is there any evidence of malpractice
by Family Joy Enterprises?

(2} Did Family Joy Enterprises cancel
a franchise agreemeni with another com-
pany, Seatourn, after allegations of certain
irregularities came to light?

(3) Has Family Joy Enterprises been
actively co-operating with the Northern
Territory police and authorities in this
matter?
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Answer.—

(1 to 3) Family Joy Enterprises Pty. Ltd.
is a company which was incorporated in
the Office of the Commissioner for Cor-
porate Affairs on 20 June 1973. The
records held in that office do not contain
any evidence of malpractice by this com-
pany or the cancellation of a franchise
agreement with the company of Seatoun
Pty. Ltd., although it is noted that reference
to this latter aspect has been reported in
the local Press in recent days. I also under-
stand that company officials of Family Joy
Enterprises Pty. Ltd. have indicated to the
Northern Territory police and authorities
that they are willing to assist where possible
in any inquiries which might be undertaken.
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have had recent discussions with my col-
league the Honourable the Minister for
Education and it is planned for the Direc-
tor-General and the Commissioner for
Transport to carry the over-all review of
the position to finality. So far as flashing
fights are concerned, it is already permis-
sible under traffic regulation 46 to use the
turning signal lamps as four-way flashers
where a vehicle is stationary in a hazardous
position.

25. REFLECTORISED NUMBER PLATES FOR

CARS
Mr. Jones, pursuant to notice, asked the

Minister for Local Government and Main
Roads—

23. IMPROVEMENT IN RAILWAY (1) As the R.A.C.Q. has endorsed as

COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM, CAIRNS

Mr. Jones, pursuant tc notice, asked the
Minister for Transport—

Further to his answer to my question
on 18 September 1974 concerning the pur-
chase of major equipment for a three-phase
teleprinter and carrier telephone com-
munications system at Cairns, is he aware
that the installation has mnot yet been
undertaken and, if sc, what is now the
projected date for the operation to
commence?

Answer.-—

Delivery of the voice frequency telegraph
equipment necessary for the teleprinter
service is expected in four weeks. Installa-
ion work is currently scheduled to com-
mence in December, with commissioning
anticipated in the first quarter of 1976.

24. FrasHING LigHTS ON ScHOOL Busss

Mr. Jones, pursuant to notice, asked the
Minister for Transport—

Has any further action been taken to
investigate the proposal originating from
the Mulgrave Shire Council to have flash-
ing lights fitted to school buses for simple
identification and universal operation, to
protect and provide safety on the road for
children embarking and disembarking from
school buses?

Answer:—

The question of flashing lights for school
buses is one of many suggestions which
have been made both in correspondence
and representations to me and to the Bris-
bane “Telegraph” newspaper in its school
bus safety campaign, which I duly acknow-
ledged by an appropriate news release in
April this year and on which I hawve
received strong reresentations from honour-
able members including the honourabsle
members for Cairns and Mulgrave. The
honourable member will no doubt recall
my answer to a question from the honowr-
able member for Isis on 6 March 1975. I

a road-safety measure reflectorised number
plates for cars, has his department made
any decisions on this matter?

(2) Is there any evidence to show that
these plates are a safety factor?

(3) What would be the additional costs
involved in ensuring that all new number
plates were reflectorised?

Answers:—

(1) The department has given full con-
sideration to the use of reflectorised number
plates but it has not yet been proven that
the benefits gained would justify the addi-
tional costs to vehicle owners.

(2) Up to date, no conclusive case has
been demonstrated that itheir use in the
Australian Capital Territory has contributed
to any reduction in accidents.

(3) It is anticipated that the cost to the
motorist of a pair of reflectorised number
plates would be of the order of $4.00.

26. Priority Roap SIiGNs

‘Mr, Casey, pursuant to notice, asked the

Minister for Transport—

(1) Further to my gquestion on 16 Sep-
tember 1974, is he aware that “give way”
signs are still one of the greatest causes
of confusion at intersections, particularly
to the motorist who is on the left of the
one who is obeying the “give way” sign,
as he is endeavouring to give right of way
without any indication that he has been
given priority because of the “give way”
sign?

(2) If no general agreement has yet
been reached on a solution for incorpora-
tion in the Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices, in the interests of road
safety will he legalise in Queensland the
use of “rocket signs” and/or “priority
road” signs, as is being done in other
States?
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Answer:—

(1 and 2) The honourable member’s
question is allied to the major/minor road
system concept and I would refer the hon-
ourable member to the answer given on 22
April this year to a question by the honour-
able member for Sandgate. The various
questions associated with the problem of
intersection control were reviewed by the
Australian Transport Advisory Council in
August last but have not yet been resolved
at national level. Consequently, I am not
in a position to add anything further at
this juncture to my reply of 22 April.

27. Gorp CoAsT MOTORAIL EXPRESS

Mr. Casey, pursuant to notice, asked the
Minister for Transport—

(1) Is he aware of a service known as
the Gold Coast Motorail Express, which
has been transporting passengers and their
cars in special trains from Sydney to Mur-
willumbah for over two years and which
enables Sydney residents to have a holiday
at one of Australia’s major tourist centres
using the comfort and familiarity of their
own cars, thus avoiding the long drive to
the Gold Coast on high-density roads and
cutting down the accident risk?

(2) Is he aware that this service has
also been introduced on the Sydney-Mel-
bourne run?

(3) Will he consider the introduction of
a similar service from Brisbane to the
North Queensland cities of Mackay, Towns-
ville, Mt. Isa and Cairns, to enable
southern motorists to see the beauties of
North Queensland during their holidays
whilst avoiding the long drive either one
way or both ways, particularly as the
removal of road transport fees will mean
that our already inadequate northern roads
will become more cluttered with heavy road
transports and thus more dangerous to
traverse?

Answers:—
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.

(3) Double-deck  motor-car  carrying
wagons similar to those used by the New
South Wales Public Transport Commission
are not capable of being used within
Queensland owing to height restrictions.
In this State motor-cars are required to
be carried on single-deck wagons, which
are not suitable for attachment to the air-
conditioned passenger trains. Further, the
use of such wagons, which would convey
one large or two small motor-cars, is not
a satisfactory arrangement. A charge
attractive to the customer would be
uneconomic to the department, and con-
versely, an economic charge to this depari-
ment would be unattractive to the
customer. However, as indicated to the
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honourable member whan he raised this
matter in the House previously, the
suggestion will continue to be examined.

RIGHT TO SEARCH SHOPPING BaAGS
Mr. Byrne, pursuant to notice, asked the

Minister for Justice and Attorney-General—

(1) Is it a fact, as reported in “The
Courier-Mail” of 28 October, that in New
South Wales there is no legal right to
search shopping bags carried by customers?

(2) Does this same legal situation
pertain in Queensland and, if so, is it
correct that managements cannot reserve
the right to search bags legally?

(3) If they cannot, will he take such
measures as are necessary to see that the
rights of individuals are not infringed by
such signs or similar directives?

(4) What redress does the public have
against such intimidation?

Answers:—

(1) I am not able to give any informa-
tion as to the legal position in New South
Wales,

(2 to 4) The questions seek expressions
of opinion on questions of law and it is
not my function to express any such
opinion. The conditions of negotiating
transactions are regulated by the parties
thereto. Individuals should be guided by
their own legal advisers as to their rights
and obligations, when,” no doubt, the
factual situation would be considered in
determining the lability or otherwise of
any person.

29.  REGISTRATION AND INSURANCE OF

Low-POWERED MOTOR-CYCLES
Mr. Byrne, pursuant to notice, asked the

Minister for Local Government and Main
Roads—

As there has been a marked increase in
the proportion of cycle vehicles over
100 c.c. since the determination of the
regulations and the average lower-powered
cycle or scooter now made exceeds 100 c.c.,
will he rationalise the present anomaly in
relation to the registration of the vehicles
as the Treasurer is to review the provision
of third-party insurance based upon the
same facts?

Answer:—

There is a uniform rate for the regis-
tration of motor-cycles. This is $7 per
cycle irrespective of the horse-power. It
is not proposed to make any change in
the near future.
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30.  EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR
SCHOOL LEAVERS

Mr. Byrne, pursvant to nofice, asked the
Minister for industrial Development, Labour
Relations and Consumer Affairs—

(1) Is he aware of the statement in
“The Courier-Mail” of 28 October by
Mr. T. W. Chard, a former Building
Workers’ Industrial Union State Secretary,
that trade opportunities this year for
school leavers would be the worst ever?

(2) In view of the concern already
expressed not only by Mr. Chard but also
by parenis and future school leavers them-
selves, what are the causes of this dearth
and what measures does he propose to
take to alleviate such probable difficulties?

Answersi—

(1) 1 read the statement referred to by
the honourable member,

(2) This dearth of opportunities for
apprentices is directly related to the
policies which have been initiated by the
Federal Government since December 1972,
These policies have created such havec in
all sectors of private enterprise, which
employs approximately 90 per cent of
apprentices and which is obliged under
the Australian apprenticeship system to
provide net only wages but all facilities
for the on-the-job training of apprentices
from its own resources, and consequently
I am amazed at the Labor Party pro-
moting and implementing such policies
without having due regard to the effect
that these policies wouid have in reducing
apprenticeship opportunities for young
persons.  Arrangements are being made
and will continue to be made by the State
Apprenticeship Executive to endeavour to
demonstrate to employers that they should,
in their own Iinterests as well as in the
interests of the comrmunity in general,
continue to employ apprentices. I and
the officers under my control will continue
to place before employers how it is in
their own interests to employ as many
apprentices as possible. The financial assist-
ance to employers presently being pro-
vided by the Commonwesalth Government
in this regard is also explained to
employers in the haope that this will also
assist in encouraging employers to employ
the maximum nuwmber of apprentices. In
addition, at a recent meeting of Common-
wealth and State Ministers for Labour
and Labour Relations I drew attention to
the present ineguitable financial treatment
by the Commonwealth Government of
those undergoing apprenticeship training
as compared with those undergoing ter-
tiary training. All Ministers acknowledged
this situation and the Commonwealth
Minister for Labor and Immigration,
Senator James McClelland, promised to
keep this matter closely in mind when
consideration is being given to the prepara-
tion of future Commonwealth Budgets.
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Anocther aspect which I also pressed at
the meeting of Ministers was that the
subsidies payable to employers on account
of first-year apprentices will not be of
full benefit or assistance tc employers
while the <Commonwealth Government
continues to tax such allowances and con-
sider them as part of income. The exten-
sion of the allowances being paid to
employers in regard to first-year appren-
tices to the employers of at least second-
year apprentices has alsc been advocated
by me. 1 intend to continue pressing for
favourable consideration to be given by
the Commonwealth Government to those
three aspects, which I feel would assist
considerably in encouraging employers to
indenture the maximum npumber of
apprentices.

31. Mzeans TEST FOR SCHOLARSHIPS FOR

Grapes 11 anp 12

Mr. Meal, pursuant to notice, asked the
Fducation and Cultural

{1) With reference to the new scheme
for 560 scholarships to be awarded in each
vear for grades 11 and 12, have the appli-
caticn forms been devised yet and will he
ensure that the forms are distributed at
the earliest possible time to all students
wishing to be considered?

{2} As the awarding of such a scholar-
ship will certainly be the deciding factor
and parents will want {o plan accordingly,
has he determined the criteria for the
means test and, if so, what are they?

ANSswers—

{1) (=) The design of the application
form will be completed by the end of the
week. (b} Yes. Forms will be available at
the earlisst possible time to all students
wishing to be considered for the scholar-
ship, This will be done through schools
and the Secondary Correspondence School.

{(2) The means test will operate on 2
sliding scale commencing at an annual
family income of $5,000, with adjustments
for each $100 reccived in excess of that
amount. However, the criteria for the
awarding of a scholarship go beyond the
means test alone. To be eligitle, the
student must firstly qualify for the remote
area allowance. Two factors will then be
considered in  awarding scholarships—
{(a) Academic performance based on six
subjects at grade 10 level; and (b} The
mezns test,

32. HAZARD FROM ACCIDENTAL RELBASE

OF RADICACTIVE MATERIAL
Myr. Doumany, pursuant ic notice, asked

the Minister for Health—

With reference to an accident in Sydney
last week involving the shatiering of a
radicactive glass-thickness measuring-
device in the home of a consuitant engineer,
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will he ensure that wdﬂﬂua‘;e safely pre- which will be controlled
3 exist in Qucemlaim in respect of &ci 9/5 and in {he

such ‘hazards io the community? matter wh is subject 1o

varieus local authority

Answer -

The possession and use of radicactive
substances

arz controlied in Qusensland by 44
Substances Act of 1958, o
L Teguires that all persons who have
in p czss#ssz‘,:z or use radicact ve s bstances

uid a lwe ce udder e Act, Such
tr‘e '9c0m~
(;g*cai Advisory
is ccm;}@scd

TIcLam
Wi, Hfmgmm pur

Deputy Premier o

What is the total

for each yezar of
T.ABY

asked the

i dividends
of the

meﬁdatw ns o‘c fhe Ra m i
Council of Queensiar o, which
of people well versed in the use of radio-

active substances. The regulations under
the Act lay down procedures to be followsd
for the safe use of radicuctive substances.
The technical administration of the Act
and regulations is undertaken by the Radia-
tion Health Physics Section of the Depart-
ment of Health, This group is staffed by
experts in vadiation health methods and is
equipped o handle anv foreseeable
accident with radicactive substances. The
staff of the Rediation Health Physics Sec-
tion make Inspections of facilities and
working methods of licensees and the con-
tainment of the radioactive sources to
ensure adequafe safety precautions are
being undertaken to limit the exposure of
the user of the device and to prevent release
of radicactive material into the environ-
ment.

1 ion is readily available
ih m,no:,ra‘;;e member by *eﬂ,re“i\,e 1 t;;.,
o;is of the Totalisator Adminis-

L. N. 8rorg Pry. LiD. AND SPORK
ManursCcTUuRING Pry. L7,
Mr, Houston, purguant to notice, asked the
Minister for Fustice and Attorney-Generak—
{1) Is there any connection beiween a
company kunown as L. N. Spork Pty, Lid,
and a new company called Spork M
facturing Pty. Ltd.7 If so, what is the
connection and who are the principals and
major shareholders of each?
{2) What is the paid-up capital of each
company?
{3) What is the present position with
regard to each company?

(€5
s

33. FiRe HAZARDS OF BUILDING
CONSTRUCTICN MATERIALS

Mr. Dovmany, pursuant o notice, asked
the Minister for Industrial Development,
Labour Relations and Consumer Affairs—

In view of a recent report by the

Answers:—

{1) Yes. The direciors of L. N. Spork
Pty. Ltd. are—Lec Neviile Spork, Maxwell
Edmund Hocking, and- Michael Jobn

N.SW. State Emergency Services Organ-
isation regarding the greatly increased fire
hazards and risk of fatality resulting from
the use of plastics and other synthetic
construction and furnishing materials in
city buildings, will he investigate this
matter thoroughly and take steps to ensure
adequate protection of property and lives
in Queensland?

Answeri—

It is recognised that cellular plastics are
a fire hazard, and the general rule under
the Factories and Shops Act classifies the
substance in the high-hazard category. Two
years ago the State Fire Services Council
issued advice to fire brigade boards so that
their officers would be aware of the prob-
lem and be in a position to give necessary
fire-prevention advice, and recommended
precavtions to both commercial undertak-
ings and the public. The council is keuping
in touch with overseas sources in relation
to a proposed code of practice for the
storage and use of such material. The Press
veport concerning this matter also refers to
the use of plastics and other synthetic
materials in the construction of buildings.

36. FREEHOLDING

Venes. The directors of Spork Manufact-
uring Piy. Lid. are the foregoing together
with Beth Marea Spork. The records held
in the Office of the Commissioner for
Corporate Affairs indicate that Messrs.
Hocking and Venes hold 51 per cent of
the share capital, and Mr. Spork and Ms.
Spork 49 per cent.

{2) L. N. Spork Pty. Ltd. paid up capital
is $20,000. Spork Manufacturing Pty.
Ltd.—return of allotment of shares has
not, as yet, been lodged in the Office of
the Commuissioner for Corporate Affairs.

{3) L. N. Spork Pty. Ltd. has been
placed in liguidation by order of the
Supreme Court. Spork Manufacturing Pty.
Ltd. was incorporated in Queensiand on
16 January 1975.

oF Lamnp By Mr. G.
STEVENS
Mr, Houston, pursuant

to notice, asked

the Minister for Mines and Energy—

{1) Did he have a letter sent to Mr.
George Stevens giving him t

permission to
freehold an area of leaschold land st
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Cape Palmerston on the proviso that he
grant a portion of the site as a national
park?

(2) Is Mr. Stevens in a financial posi-
tion to frechold land and what is the value
and area of the land concerned?

Answer:—

(1 and 2y My department has no record
of any letter being received or sent to
Mr. Stevens relating to the freeholding of
land at Cape Palmerston. As the land in
this vicinity is not within a mining field,
there would not appear to be any reason
why 1 should be involved.

37. ABORIGINES IN BIRLEY STREET-
SPrRING HILL AREA

Mr. Lowes, pursuant to notice, asked the
Minister for Police—

(1) Have the police authorities a tolerant
and hands-off policy towards the unruly
and troublesome Aborigines in the Birley
Street-Spring Hill area?

(2) If not, will he assure this House and
all law-abiding residents of Brisbane that
every effort will be made to put down the
unlawful behaviour so that they may go
about their affairs and live in peace and
safety?

Answersi—

(1) No. Police are instructed to use
restraint in their dealings with the public,
irrespective of their race, colour or creed,
particularly in instances where lack of
such restraint could lead to open violence
between the police and the public or sec-
tions of it. This of course does not mean
that police are not to prosecute in cases
where cvidence of an offence is available.
Prosecution action is not restricted to
arrest but is also by way of complaint and
sumimons.

(2) Yes.

38. Coar MimNning Sarety COUNCIL

Mr. Hanson, pursuant to notice, asked the
Minister for Mines and Energy—

(1) Has he seen the newspaper report
that the General Manager of Thiess Bros.
Mining called for the establishment of a
new Coal Mining Safety Council?

(2) Has his department ever decided
whether it will establish such a council?

(3) Is the present situation of the coal-
mining inspectorate causing difficulty in
the services it should be performing and
have there ever been submissions to him
requesting reappraisal of the role of mine
inspector?

(4) Has he ever been asked to support
an urgent review of the study for the
formation of a new Coal Mining Safety
Council and, if so, what reply was given
to the submission?

Answers:—
(1) I have seen such a report.
(2) No such decision bas been reached.

(3 and 4) Verbal submissions hgve be;en
made to me and this proposal is being
examined.

39. CAPE YORK PENINSULA CONSERVATION

Mr. Hanson, pursuant to notice, asked the
Minister for Lands, Forestry, National Parks
and Wildlife Service—

Has the Queensland Government
received a request to support a joint-
Government inquiry into the conservation
needs of Cape York Peninsula and has
it agreed to support the proposal? If
so, when can we expect an announcement
by the joint inquiry?

Answer:—

Yes. The National Parks and Wildlife
Service is studying the area and the need
for such inquiry. Obviously no announce-
ment can be expected until the service’s
findings are completed.

40. NUISANCE FROM USE CF DRUGS AND
ALCOHOL ON SUNSHINE COAST

Mr. Ahern, pursuani to notice, asked the
Minister for Police—

In view of the increased use of drugs
amongst certain elements of the Sunshine
Coast and in particular the use of drugs
in associatior with alcohol, which has
created problems of law enforcement in
the hotels and noise problems late at
night, causing considerable discomfort to
law-abiding citizens, will he consider alloc-
ating more police at problem times, par-
ticularly week-ends, to assist local police
officers with enforcement, particularly at
Maroochydore and Caloundra?

Answer—

An increase in the strength of the Police
Force has been approved for over-all
requirements throughont  the  State.
Resources are allocated according to work-
loads and other factors. Additional staff-
ing for the Sunshine Coast area, when per-
sonnel are recruited and trained, is being
considered in that context. In the mean-
time, the honourable member may be
assured that constant attention by locatl
police will continue and this will be aug-
mented by attention by personnel of the
Drug Squad from Brisbane as occasion
warrants.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Di1SCONTENT N QUEENSLAND POLICE FORCE

Mr. BURNS: I ask the Minister for Police:
Is he aware of the staggering amount of dis-
content that has arisen in the Police Force
as the result of a recent decision in relation
to their wages, in that police received a
wage increase of about 5 per cent and lost
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a similar percentage through a reduction in
their week-end penalty rates? As the Minis-
ter is endeavouring to increase the strength
of the Police Force at present, and as police-
men are now taking home less money than
they did before, what steps can he take to
overcome this very depressing problem?

Mr. HODGES: Matters of wages and
industrial conditions are left toc the Indus-
trial Commission.

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN BY
YEeLLOW CaBs QLD. PrY, L1D.

Mr. BURNS: I ask the Minister for Indus-
trial Development, Labour Relations and Con-
sumer Affairs: Is he aware that Yellow Cabs
Qld. Pty. Ltd. are, I think from 1 November,
going to implement a rule that will make it
impossible for women drivers to work after
8 p.m.? They will not be able to take a
call after 7 p.m. Are we a party to Inter-
national Labour Organisation conventions on
discrimination because of sex or race? If we
are, is not this decision by Yellow Cabs Qld.
Pty. Ltd. which will virtnally force these
women out of a job a breach of that rule?

Mr. CAMPBELL: For what it is worth
this Government has ratified most Inter-
national  Labour  Organisation  conven-
tions. In most cases, this is purely a matter
of form on the part of Governments and
most Governments of the world which have
ratified 1.L.O. conventions ignore them.
When the last LL.O. conference voted to
admit the Palestine Liberation Organisation,
United States representatives of employers
and employees waiked out of the conference.
I understand that the United Stafes Govern-
ment, which provides 25 per cent of the funds
for the 1.L.O., says that it will withdraw its
suppert if the motion is not rescinded within
two vears. I am surprised that the Leader
of the Opposition has tried to tie in with
the conventions of the I.L.O. what is quite a
difficult social problem, that is, the security
of women in the work-force who are engaged
in the fairly hazardous occupation of driving
a taxi-cab at night. T am surprised also that
the Leader of the Opposition has raised the
question from the point of view of discrim-
ination. His action indicates to me that he
is completely out of touch with social con-
ditions.

ALLEGED Q.U.F. INDUSTRIES LTD. MONOPOLY
OF BRISBANE MILK MARKET

Mr. GUNN: 1 preface a question to the
Minister for Primary Industries by saying
that on 28 October the Leader of the
Opposition  (Mr. Burns) atiacked Q.U.F.
Fndustries 1td. in relatiocn te the Brisbane
Milk Market. He accused Q.U.F. of mon-
opolising the market, treating its vendors
like dirt and making an “extra quid” from
producers during the Brisbane flood. I now
ask: In view of the seriousness of the alie-
gations made by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, will he comment on them?
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Mr. SULLIVAN: The accusations were so
wide of the mark that, quite frankly, 1
regard them as being somewhat absurd. The
hierarchy of Q.U.F.—Mr. Biggs, Mr. Smith,
and Mr. Miles—are all well, and I should
say very favourably, known to me, and 1
believe they are all men of very high repute.
It is regrettable that the Leader of the
Opposition elected, under parliamentary priv-
ilege, to make such an attack on them.

Mr., Burns interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I have told hon-
ourable members before that interjections
will not be permitted when a Minister is
answering a question. [ will not tolerate
interjections, and I ask all honourable mem-
bers to obey the rules of the House.

Mr. SULLIVAN: By a strange coincidence,
the original licence to develop the orderly
marketing and distribution of milk in Bris-
bane was given to Q.U.F. by a Labor Gov-
ernment. Since then, the company has spent
$9,000,000 in developing its service. The
accusation that the company robbed house-
wives and vendors during the floods is com-
pletely without foundation. No complaints
of this have been received in my department.
It is easy to make such accusations. How-
ever, I remind the House that services do get
out of control in time of flood, and my
department requested and allowed farmers to
bring milk to the Brisbane area so that people
who would not normally have been able to
cbtain milk under flood conditions would
receive supplies.

As to the honourable gentleman’s reference
to Beaudesert—the milk factory at Beaudesert
is at present installing its own pasteurisation
plant.

It seems that the Oppositlon takes great
delight in condemning any business that has
grown because of its own efforts and wise
investment of finance. In my eyes, the
Leader of the Opposition cannot condemn
men such as Ernie Biggs, Lew Smith and
Cliff Miles, all of whom are of high repute. [
think it is damned disgraceful that the hon-
ourable gentleman spoke in the way he did.

REMOVAL OF DEAD ANIMALS FROM ROADS
My, GUNN: [ direct a question to the

Minister for Local Government and Main
Roads. With the increased traffic on
highways and main roads, there has

been an increase in the death of pet animals.
In some areas rcad patrols remove the dead
animals quickly, but 1 have noticed that that
does not always apply along roads leading
to Brisbane. Recently I noticed the
bodies of several small animals in 2 decom-
posed state. In view of the distress this
causes to motorists, plus the health hazard
it poses to houses in the area, I ask the
Minister if he will instruct patrols to remove
dead animals as soon as possible?

Mr. HINZE: Yes.
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Cover orF BRISBANE TELEPHONE IYRECTORY

Mr, LAME: T ask the Minister for Tourism
and Murme Services: Has he bf‘em smvph@d
with the 1973.76 issue of the Hrishans
phone directory, which no longer bsars on
the cover the usual brightly-coloured photo-
graph of & Queensiand scene? The new
directory is now Covered m w‘mi culd
be described a3 st gre
also ask the M
saw  some  p :
tourism in the plcturesque cover
used and whether his public L
wiil co-operate with the Feders

ele-

by supplying 2 suitabic phot
Queensland scene for next yen

EWHERY: I have seen

Br e telephone
t bas some aswcr“ of
Government that
. like what one
would expect to see in a Moscow post office.
My departent has appreciated past covers
which depicted some aspecis of ths Qu@ensm
land life scene. I can assu{e the honocurable

It is somet!

member that it would give me great ploasure
to buppiy a phoiograph d picting scme aspect
of life in Queensland for the next Brisbane

telephone direcicry.

ADDITIONAL POLICE OFFICIRS, TOWNIVILLE

Dr. 5COTT-VOUNG: I ask the Minister
for Police: Will he inform the House whether
a special police squad known as “Murphy’s
Marauders” was sent to Townsville o clean

up problems associated with alcoholic
excesses among certain groups in the com-

munity of that city? If so, will he ensure
that the Police Force is rationalised in a
balanced manner so that each police district
will be given men of sufficient number and
quality to carry out their own designated
duties?

Mr. HODGES: Additional police were sent
to Townsville recently, at the request of the
local authority. The council asked that atten-
tion be given by the police to the desecration
of Anzac Park on The Strand and
certain memorials in the park. Because of
the manner in which this very valuable asset
had been freated, the local citizens were
unable to utilise it. It was necessary fto
remove from the park those citizens who
were causing this desecration.

Mr, Lane: Were they Aborigines?

Mr., HODGES: They were citizens of
Townsville and, therefore, citizens of Queens-
land. They had desecrated the park to a
tremendous extent. Reinforcements were sent
to Townsville to assist the local pohce to
cope with the sitvation that had arisen. As
the honourable member wouold realise, the
Budget provides for an incresse in the
Police Force, and as new recruits are trained
ville will receive its iair allocation of
nolice officers.

-

11/

Questiors Without Notice

YIARILITY COAL-MIMING  PROJECTS

AHERM: I ask the Minister for
Mines and Energy: As Lranes*ﬂen assistants
working cn the Syd dney-M {pomba pzpﬁme are
being paid wages well in ezcess of 3500 2
week, and in the light of the Federal Gov-

GF

e,

ernment’s aftitade towards excessive wage
demands, does he believe thai this country
is pricing iiself out of world markets?

Further, as Australio has become one of ihe

leaders in the wm}d inflation stakes, does
he consider that coal-mining projects,
such as these at Hail Creck and Nebe,
are still econcmically viable?
Bir, CAMM, Matucally the scale of wages

will play an importent part in the sconomic
assessment of the development of any new
mining project. Ho wwcr, the main deterr
to the development of coabfields in ihe
northern end of the Bowen Basin has been
the withholding by the aral Government
of export permits and permission to open
mines, for the reaspn, as clalmed by i,
that the proje do net have sufficient
Austr':}ian_ equity,
hatred of any money that comes
seas is gquite apparent. As we know,

Federal Government imposed a tax of
a tonne on the export of coal from 4
area. So recently it reizxed these othe
impositions somewhat in order that ii might
reap some of the harvest, some of the
ability, from these undertakings. The szport
tax of $6 a itonne would act as a greater
deterrent to the uevd(}pmmt of these cosl-
fields than would ihe wage structure of any
particular vndertaking.

The Federal Government’s
from over-
the
56

Discrosure oF (CONTENTS CGF FEDERAL
Boupser 8Y FEDERAL TREASURER

Mr. McKECHNIE: I ask the Deputy
Premier and Treasurer: As the Federal
Treasurer, Mr. Hayden, broke the convention
of Budget secrecy by discussing the contents
of the Federal Budget with Mr, Hawke,
who is a director of several business interests,
including Burke’s store, will he inform the
House why he continues to follow the com-
mendable and common-sense practice of keep-
ing the details of the State Budget a secret
from outside interests until it is presented
to Parliament?

Sir GORDON CHALK: T was somewhat
amazed on Monday evening }abt when I
had a few moments to watch television, to
hear Mr. Hayden’s comments on the release
of his Budget prior to its prescatation to
Federal Parmament. The majority of the
people of Australia certainly reacted with
indignation to the release of this document
to Mr, Hawke. [ believe that the practice
at all pohtic,u levels, in a1l parts of A Ustrvlm
(and for that matter, ¥ should say, inn other
parts of the world) has always been to kesp
the Treasuver’s Financial Statemeunt, when
it is finaliy cast—the fAovancial Budget for
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the Commonwealth or a State—a highly
secret document, the contents of which are
known to only a very small group of people.

In preparing a Budget it is necessary to
have the assistance and co-operation of the
executive heads of all Government depart-
ments. Firstly, they are asked to provide the
figures relevant to the year just completed
and indicate the requircments c¢f the depart-
ments if they were to continue as is. In
other words, they are cxpected to take into
consideration the rise in wages and costs gen-
erally in the period to which the previous
Budget figures applied, and give the antici-
pated figure for the coming year. When all
the figures are supplied, they then come
within the ambit of the Treasurer of the
State or Commoenwealth. He, in turn, with
his top officers, collates them and arrives at
a total. To that stage there is no major
degree of secrecy. Having arrived at an
indication of the requirements for the com-
ing year and having knowledge (which a
Treasurer must possess) of the Government's
policy concerning either increases or decreases
in taxation {as was the case in this State
with succession duty), the Treasurer has a
responsibility to go to his Cabinet and indicate
the difference between that which will be
received and that which will be required.
Cabinet then indicates what the end result
might be—in other words, what is desired.

Because of my 10 years’ experience as
Treasurer, ! can speak for the Queensland
{abinet about what happens after that. [t
is left to the Treasurer (o make the final
casting.  As it is left to the Treasurer for
final casting, what is done is known only to
the Treasurer and certain oificers, who are,
of course, sworn to secrecy. They take an
oath of secrecy covering that period.

it is hard to believe that the Treasuver
of the Commonwealth of Australia, having
received the completed document, would
band it to Mr. Hawke several hours before
it was to be delivered. Mr. Hawke is not
an officer of a Commeonwealth depariment
and he is not a man who, [ believe, would
te sworn 10 an oath of secrecy on that
document. I am not doubting his integrity
or honesty but, on the other hand, { do
not believe that he is in any way entitled
1o have such a document in his hands.

In the State of Queensland, we will con-
tinue to maintain the high degree of secrecy
that we have had in the past. Even my
closest Cabinet colleagues know wvery littie
of the actual final result until it is preseated
to Parliament. In Queensland it is the prac-
tice to have a meeting of Ministers and
Government members at 1.30 p.m. They are
then given a briefing of what will be voiced
at 2.15 p.m. when the Budget is presented.

Mr. It is still the same thing.

Sir GORDOMN CHALK: I point out to the
Leader of the Opposition that Government
re not presented with the docu-
hey wre told just as much as the

Burns:
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Treasurer is preparad to tell them before the
presentation of the document. They do know
certain things but not the actual figures.

At 12 noon,

In accordance with the provisions of
Standing Order No. 307, the House went
inta Committee of Supply.

SUPPLY
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE—ESTIMATES—
FiFTH ALLOTTED DAy
(The Chairman of Commi_ttees, Mr.. W. D.
Hewitt, Chatsworth, in the chair)
ESTIMATES-IN-CHIEF, 1975-76
1.oCAL GOVERNMENT AND Marnw RoaDs
DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Hon. R. J. HINZE (South Coast—Minis-
ter for Local Government and Main Roads)
(12.1 p.m.): It is my pleasure to move-—

“That $2,992,955 be granted for ‘Depart-
ment of Local Government’.”
This is my first detailed review of the
activities of my Departments of Local Gov-
ernment and Main Roads, and it comes at
the end of my first year in the ministry.

I will deal with the activities of the Local

Governmeni Department first, I belisve I

could accurately, and with some pride,
describe this as a year of considerable
achievement, despite the trying financial

times which have confronted us. I could
even say that this development has taken
place in spite of our friends in Canberra
rather than- with their assistance. The past
year certainly has been a busy year of varied
activity and involvement for the Local Gov-
ernment Department—a  year of added
responsibilities, new initiatives in some fields
and consolidation in others, but progress
over all,

A look at the Acts administered and func-
tions performed gives some idea of the com-
plexity of the depariment and the mui}i-
purpcse naturz  and growing community
involvement of local government in Queens-
land. For the scrutiny of members, I shall
table a list of Acts administered and depart
mental functions.

The Acts include—

The Brisbane City Council
and Procedure Act

The Brisbane Tramways Act

The Building Act

The City of Brisbane Act

The City of Brisbene Town Planning
A}.C{

The City of Brisbane Flood Mitigation
Works Apoproval Act

The Clean Alr Act

The Clean Waters Act

The Lit{er Act

The Local Government Act

The 1 Government Superannuation
Act

Business -



1636 Supply

The Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Act

The National Trust of Queeasland Act

The Public Entertainment (Licensing)
Act

The Sewerage Water Supply and Gas-
fitting Act

The Somerset Dam Catchment
Declaratory Act

The Townsville City Council (Sale of
Land) Act.

On the functions side, the department
administers those Acts and exercises statutory
and administrative controls over local auth-
orities; maintains advisory services to local
authorities, other departments and the public
on matiers relating to local government;
exercises water quality and air pollution con-
trol through the Water Quality Council and
the Air Pollution Council; administers and
directs building controls; exercises technical
controls and advisory services, including
technical assistance in design, construction,
maintenance and operation for local auth-
orities and other departments in such fields
as town planning, water supply, sewerage,
drainage, flood mitigation and swimming
pools. The department is involved also in
the administration and co-ordination of
certain  Commonwealth programmes in
Queensland and with the Commonwealth
Grants Commission.

The appropriation of $2,992,955 sought
for the Local Government Department for
this financial year compares with the approp-
riation of $2,016,297 for last financial year
and actual spending of $2,265,585. It will
be apparent to most members of this Com-
mittee that the Local Government Depart-
ment—and local government generally—have
considerable and increasing responibilities on
matters of the environment, through involve-
ment in such fields as land-use planning, air
pollution and water pollution control, litter
ccntrols, water supply, sewerage, drainage
and flood mitigation.

During the year, responsibility for the
Clean Air Act transferred from the Ministry
of Health to my Local Government portfolio,
bringing responsibility for all controls on
day-to-day community environmental prob-
lems (water and air pollution, litter, and
soon noise) under the one roof, so to speak.

Area

With environmental factors and proper
planning today assuming more importance
than ever before, town-planning has become
an increasingly vital and busy role for the
department, through the town-planning
section set up 34 years ago. It will be
appreciated that the influence of town-plan-
ning cuts across so much that is a part of
good locai- government. The department’s
new initiatives include moves to regionalisa-
tion in the fields of air and water poliution
supervision and controls, new uniform local
authority building standards, and wide-
ranging amendments to the Local Govern-
ment Act covering such matters as electoral
procedures, pedestrian malls, minimum
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general rating and provision for essential
services in the consideration of proposed
rezonings.

The administrative and punitive provisions
of the Clean Waters Act, the Clean Air Act
and the Litter Act are presently under review.
The review is aimed at giving the legislation
more teeth, and making it more workable
and more effective.

1 have also previously indicated that I
propose to present draft legislation to Cabinet
soon on noise pollution controls, and 1
propose to introduce the legislation in the
March session next year. Current controls
on noise are confined largely to the by-laws
of local authorities. Of course, as noise is
essentially a localised problem, local authori-
ties will continue to play a key role in the
controls and other measures envisaged under
the new legislation.

Another important move in which the
department was heavily involved during the
year was the propcsal to form the Moreton
Regional Water Authority. Its role primarily
will be to control urban water supply within
the Moreton region through authority to
build and operate dams, and to supply
water in bulk tc local authorities in the
region. The proposed Wivenhoe Dam will
be the authority’s first major undertaking.

The year has been marked by continuing
financial problems for local government
generally—even what might be termed crises,
in some areas. It is of considerable concern
to me that the financial future for the third
tier of government continues to be clouded
by uncertainty. Many problems and pros-
pects remain unresolved and unfulfilled.
Inflation and the resultant escalation of
costs, and associated factors such as high
interest rates, have added tremendously to
the cost of many local government projects
and aggravated the usual financial problems.

In areas dependent largely on the state
of the beef industry, the problems have been
compounded still further by the general slump
in markets and prices, which has added
seriously to the rates arrears problem of
many councils. All Ministers of Local
Government, in all Australian States and
New Zealand, soon will receive the first
report and recommendations on local govern-
ment financing from a special committee set
up at a conference in New Zealand, at which
I had the honour of representing Queensland.

The Queensland Government has acted
during the year to help ease the problems of
local authorities, especially those in areas
affected by the downturn in the beef
industry. It has deferred payment of stock
assessments, land rents and freehold invest-
ments, suspended road permit fees on the
transport of cattle and sheep, approved low-
interest loans to graziérs for carry-on finance
and to enable them to pay rates, and dis-
tributed grants totalling $5,000,000 weighted
in favour of the depressed rural areas, and
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decided on a formula involving area, popula-
tion and general rate reverwe. While local
authorities in the major urban areas certainly
have problems in common with the com-
munity at large, their revenue base is wider
and they have drawn the most support from
the Commonwealth Government,

Bills to amend the Local Government Act
have been presented at almost every parlia-
mentary session in recent years and these
amendments reflect the need to continually
update local government law in the light of
changing circumstances.

Another important function of the depart-
ment’s administration branch is the processing
and recording of all local authority by-laws,
and dealing with matters related to them.
Shortages of staff have presented problems,
but the number of general sets of by-laws
on hand has been considerably reduced over
the past 12 months and it is anticipated that
three general sets of by-laws will be sub-
mitted to the Governor in Council this finan-
cial year. The department meets the cost of
printing cets of by-laws, and therefore the
number of sets which can be approved and
printed in the one financial year is limited
by the availability of funds for this purpose.
It is quite an expensive business.

The department’s research section, estab-
lished in 1974 to analyse and prepare infor-
gnation on local government finances, has an
important role in future planning considera-
tions. The section currently is involved in
computerisation of statistics for the benefit
of local authorities and departments. The
department advises the Treasury on local
authorities” financial ability to raise loans,
and an important function of the research
section is to examine the economic capacity
of various local authorities.

The department’s Town Water Supply and
Sewerage Branch has been very active during
the past year in all aspects from design and
planning to construction of city, town and
shire water supplies, sewerage, septic systems,
swimming pools, stormwater and agricultural
drainage, flood mitigation and the like. The
branch also acts as adviser to the Treasury,
to other Government departments and insti-
tutions, and to local authorities. The branch’s
dqsign section has been heavily involved
with other departments and specialist consult-
ants in the North Pine Dam catchment study,
which is now nearing completion. This study
is looking at land use over all in the catch-
ment area, to define activities which can be
tolerated while maintaining reasonable water
storage, methods of treating water of different
quality from the storage, controls on land
use in the catchment, and benefits and costs
to the community as a result of these controls.
Ihe section has become increasingly involved
in the investigation and review of finod miti-
gation schemes—most notably, in recent
months, for the Brisbane and Gold Coast
areas.
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On the sewerage side, new schemes attract-
ing State finance have come into operation
during the year at Ayr, Brandon, Tin Can
Bay, Dysari, Lowood and Kallangur, and
new schemes have been started in Charters
Towers, Pittsworth, Canungra, Camira and
Kingston. Master drainage plans have been
examnined for such centres as Bowen, Roma
and the Gold Coast, and the Douglas, Lands-
borough, Thuringowa and Redland Shires,
while working documents have been reviewed
for work in most cities and towns in the
State. Special or major projects involving the
department Juring the year have included:—

The Moreton regional growth strategy
investigation, in conjunction with the co-
ordinator General’s Department and the
Cities Commission;

The Gold Coast sewage disposal study,
in conjunction with the Co-ordinator Gen-
eral’s Department and the Federal Depart-
ment of Urban and Regional Develop-
ment;

Sewerage backlog  works ¢through
DU.R.D) to the value of $12,040,000;

The North Pine Catchment Land Use
Study; and

Construction of the Advancetown Dam
in the Gold Coast hinterland.

Work on major augmentation of the Gold
Coast water supply, through construction of
the Advancetown Dam, intake works and a
pipeline to the existing treatment works lel
be completed during 1975-76. Work on majot
augmentation of Gladstone’s water supply
should begin during that year also.

A look at local authorities loan-subsidy
programmes for 1974-75, and for this finan-
cial year, gives some indication of the exten-
sive involvement of the department in major
service projects. Last financial year, local

anthorities’  approved  loan-subsidy — pro-
grammes totalled  $49,000,000, including
318,800,000 for water supply works,

$25,400,000 for sewerage works, $3,600,000
for drainage works, $1,030,000 for swim-
ming pools and $130,000 for septic tanks.

Approved sewerage backlog works totalled
just over $11,600,000. This financial year, the
approved loan-subsidy programme totals
$72,300,000 and involves $37,300,000 for
water schemes, $30,000,000 for sewerage
schemes, $3,000,000 for drainage works,
$1,600,000 for swimming pools, $130,000 for
septic tanks and $150,000 for flood mitigation.
Sewerage backlog approvals total
$13,200,000.

The Water Quality Council of Queensland,
set up in March 1973, has met on 32 occas-
ions and up to 30 June this year there have
been 508 applications for licences under the
Clean Waters Act. 1 think everybody who
travels around Brisbane would have to agree
with me that the Brisbane River at last is
starting to look like a river.

Mr. Jensen: You can even catch a fish in
it now, they tell me.
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Mr. HIMZEHE: Yes, and that is quite a
change. I am told that fish are moving up
the river now thanks tc the activities of the
Director of Water Quality, Mr. Leos Henry.
As 1 said, at least it now looks like a river.

Of the 508 applicants, 300 have been
granted licences subject to conditions aimed
at preventing water pollution, 18 refused,
and the remainder have either lapsed or are
still being investigated. Water quality meas-
urements are made at 637 stations in 88
waters in various parts of the State. Provis-
ion has been made for additional staff and it
is hoped that laboratory facilities will be
improved soon so the extent of monitoring
water and effluents can be expanded.

The establishment of divisional offices and
staff in Townsville should materially improve
the monitoring of water pollution, and the
supervision of anti-pcllution controls, in
northern areas of the State. There appears to
be some cases where sewage effluent could
be used for industrial purposes, and these
are being investigated. Several industries
already are recycling part of their wastes to
reduce the gquantity to be disposed of-—and
sometimes tc avoid the cost of treatment.

On the air pollation side, additional staff
have been approved and are proposed for
the department’s Division of Air Pollation
Control. The proposed appointment of an
engineer to Townsville is the first move
towards regicnalisation of the division’s staff,
and it is intended that this will be followed
by the appointment of an inspector to Towns-
ville and an engineer and inspector to Glad-
stone.

With the transfer of responsibility for the
Clean Air Act to the Local Government
Ministry, the Air Pcllution Control Division
hias become closely involved in the examina-
tion of new town plans and review of current
plans. The objective of this is to ensure, by
a combination of judicious industry siting
and other means such as buffer zones and
emission controls, that the detrimental com-
munity effects of industrialisation are kept
to a minimum.

The need for such co-ordinated planning
is very well illustrated by the current posi-
tion and pollution problems in two long-
established highly industrialised areas of
Brisbane~—the  Murrarie-Hemmant-Tingalpa
area, which is represented by the Leader of
the Opposition, and the Darra area. Both
areas have air pollution problems which nog
even the best technology can eliminate com-
pletely, and this situation has been brought
about largely by short-sighted and inadequate
planning in the past. Regreitably, in recent
years increased housing development adjacent
to these industrial zones has added to the
conflict between industry and vesidential
interests.

The motor car also is a major air pol-
luter, of course, and the problem is being
tackled Australia wide (and overseas) by such
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measures as the compuisory fitiing of increas-
ingly stringent emission control devices on
new vehicles.

Monitoring stations such as the one
recently opened by me in Fortitude Valley
in Brisbane—the biggest yet established by
the Air Pollution Division—will help us to
gauge how successful these measures are, oF
what other measures might be necessary.
This monitoring is being undertaken not ounly
in situations of heavy traffic density but alsc
in industrial areas, and even in residential
areas.

All round, there is greatly increased com-
munity awareness today of environmental
poliution, and the litter nuisance, too, comes
into this category. Recently, 1 have initiated
a State-wide anti-litter campaign, and I am
currently considering substantially increased
on-the-spot penalties for litter offences, along
with other measures, to induce litterbugs to
“kick the habit”.

The Local Government Department has
adopted a much more active role in the
field of town planning, and I am pleased to
report that local authorities throughout the
State are more and more beginning. to
realise the value of proper town planning.
This trend has been influenced very largely
by heavy pressure exerted on local author-
ities by land developers in the boom period
of a few years ago, an increasing awareness
of the wvalue of envirommental protections,
and proposals for new towns to cater for
specific types of industrial development.

The department has played a very active
role in encouraging town-planning. The State
Government has helped significantly, also,
through increasing subsidies for the prepara-
tion of plans from 20 per cent to 30 per cent
in the case of plans covering part of a local
authority area, and to 40 per cent in the case
of plans for total areas.

Town-planning is naturally a local auth-
ority responsibility because it is so closely
allied with other basic local government
functions, such as the provision of roads,
water and sewerage services and drainage. Of
the 131 local authorities in Queensland
(including the city of Brisbane), 74 had
statutory town-planning schemes in force as
at 1 July 1975. This included 15 schemes
for cities (including Brisbane), four for towns,
and 55 for shires or parts of shires.

EBvery city and town council in Queensland
now has a statutory town-planning scheme
in force, and at present a further 73 town-
planning schemes are being prepared. Thirty-
two of these are for whole shire or balance
areas. Five town-planning schemes currently
are with the department for final review, 22
draft schemes are with the department for
preliminary review prior fo their being placed
on public exhibition, and six currently are
open for public exhibition and public objec-
tion. These include revised schemes for the
cities of Bundaberg, Mackay and Townsville.



Supply

You will recall, Mr. Hewitt, that the Local
Government Act has been amended (o pro-
vide that local authorities may require an
environniental impact study for proposals of
major importance. The Town Planning
Branch has prepared guide-lines on this for
the benefit of local authorities.

The department also has encouraged the
preparation of policy plans to accompany
statutory town-planning schemes to provide a
more rational basis for futvre development
in relation io the provision of services and
the protection of the environment.

‘The Town Planning Branch currently is
undertaking the onerous final review of Bris-
bane’s propeosed new town plan and the
29,437 objections lodged in relation ito it.

The new State Building Bill, which I
referred to earlier, is a very important piece
of legislation. By providing uniformity in
building standards following metrication of
the building industiy, it will benefit not only

the building industry and its suppliers but
also local authorities and the community
generally.

Because of the multiplicity of building
regulations there has been considerably over-
lapping and conflict between standards—
even in neighbouring areas in some cases—
to the detriment and annoyance of every-
one. 'This aisc has helped to keep building
costs higher than they need be The new
regulations should result in many economies
in building, especially construction involving
companies operating interstate.

At present there are some 131 varying
building codes in use throughout Queensland.
The new regulations will set uniform stand-
ards on such things as building types and
designs, types of material suitable for specific
buildings, standards reqoired for multi-storey
construction, and stress factors in acknow-
fedged high-wind areas {(such as the northern
cyclone beit).

The Queensland standards are patterned on
a recominended national code which emerged
from an exhaustive study initiated in 1964
from a conference of State Ministers of
Local Government. This code, with rinor
variations to allow for specific or unique
problems or conditions, has now been adopted
by almost all States.

The Plumbers, Drainers and Gasfitters
Examination and Licensing Board continues
to function in its impeortant role of exercis-
ing controls ({including licensing} of these
activities, which are closely tied up with the
public health aspects of local government.

The National Trust of Queensland has
again had a busy vyear; indeed, its 12th
annual report recently released and given
extensive publicity points to a record year
in activity and achievement. The irust now
has eight branches throughout the State, and
there are moves to form new branches in
other areas, tco.
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T turn now to fhe other siring fo my
mipisterial bow—the Departmment of Main
Roads. And here again, it has been a year
of considerable achicvement, notwithstanding
the enormous pressures znd demands which
have been placed on available resources
{financial and otherwise). I took over respon-
sibility for the Main Roads Department in
Tiecember last vear from my friend and col-
league Mr. Ron Camwm, and I would like
t¢ place on record here ti

et

x

the tremendous job
which he did for the State in the office of
Minister for Mines and Main Roads over a
record period. It will be recalled that his
oredecessor was the late Ernie Bvans. The
State was very lucky to have Rom Camm
to fill that role for 10 vyears. (reat pro-
gress was made right throughout ihe State
in the period he occupied the important pori-
folio of Minister for Mines and Main Roads
in. Queensiand.

Wir. Jepsenm: He promised that road in
Bundaberg from the airport to the hospital.
it was supposed tc be done this year.

#r. HINZE: You threaten me, brother, and
you won’t get it next vear!

Wir. Jemsem: It will affect your member
now—>Powell, not me. I's in his electorate.

R, Powell: If's in my electorate.

RMr. HINEE: That, of course, makes it
different.

The strides which the Main Roads Depart-
ment took,- and its achievements under Mr.
Camm’s ministry, arg very clear reflections
not only of the ability and dedication of
the Muin Roads Departent staff, but also
of the contribution to the State by that very
experienced and capable Minister.

Summarising the department’s ﬁnan’cial
position, I point out that the amounts required
this financial year for the varicus funds
administered by the Main Roads Depart-
ment, compared with the expenditures irom
the same funds during the previous financial
year, are as followsi—

Main Roads Fund $152,365,936 {(com-

pared with $133,766,613 in 1974-75);

Loan Fund $1,000,000 (compared with
$5,800,000);

Commonwezalth Aid, Local Authorfty
Roads, Fund $9,214,000 (compared with
$7,438,536);

Road Maintenance Account $5,000,000
(compared with $5,108,292); and

Main Roads Department Special Stand-

ing Fund $3,000,000 (compared with
$2,058,442).
Included in the 1975-76 requirement of

$152,365,936 for the Main Roads Fund is
an amount of $93,570.000 for permanent
works, compared with an expenditure of
$78,780,000 last financial year. This is
required to further upgrade the network of
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24,727 miles (39,563 kilometres) of road

declared under the Main Roads Act. These
include—
_State highways, 6,325 miles (10,120
kilomeires); developmental roads, 4,728

miles (7,565 kilometres); main roads, 5,044
miles (8,070 kilometres): secondary roads,
8,552 miles (13,683 kilometres); urban
arterial roads, 32 miles (51 kilometres);
and urban sub-arterial roads, 46 miles (74
kilometres).
The Commonwealth Government, having the
major revenue-raising powers through its fuel
taxation, is naturally the major contributor
of funds for roadworks. It provides these
funds under the National Roads Act 1974
and the Roads Grants Act 1974, both of
which have a currency of three years. The
Main Roads Department’s works programmes
are very largely dominated by the provisions
of this legislation, which makes separate and
distinct allocations for the following specific
categories of works:—
Under the National Roads Act—national
highways and export roads;

Under the Roads Grants Act—rural
artem.al roads, rural local roads, urban
arterial roads, urban local roads, beef

roads, and minor traffic engineering and
road safety improvements.

In addition, there is an allocation of funds
for transport planning and research under
a separate Act, the Transport Planning and
Research Act 1974.

In drawing up the works programmes, the
Commonwealth funds together with available
State funds are allocated to the categories
of works laid down in the Commonwealth
legislation.

The permanent works component cf the
proposed Main Roads Fund expenditure
includes the following allocations to these
categories of works:—national highways,
$21,800,000; export roads, $2,800,000; rural
arterial roads, $26,300,000 (including
$15,430,000 of State funds); rural local roads,
$9,200,000 (including $1,570,000 of State
funds); urban arterial roads, $17,300,000
(including $1,960,000 of State funds); beef
roads, $11,200,000; and minor traffic
engineering and road safety improvemenis,
$1,000,000.

The abrupt change in Commonwealth
priorities in favour of national roads and
beef roads has had an adverse effect on all
other categories, particularly the rural arterial
roads, which include 12,973 miles (20,757
kilometres) of the State’s important highways.
This involves more than half of the State’s
declared road network.

To illustrate the position—there are 2,441
miles (3,906 kilometres) of national high-
ways, and the Commonwealth allocations
per mile for these rise from $6,500 in 1974~
75 to about $10,900 in 1976-77. In the case
of rural arterial roads, the mileage increased
from 6,414 miles (10,262 kilometres) undey
the previous Act to 12,973 miles (20,757
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kilometres) under the current Act, and the
allocations per mile fell from $2,432 in
1973-74 to $933 in 1974-75, $686 in 1975-76
and $755 in 1976-77.

There are 8,980 miles (14,368 kilometres)
of State-controlled rural local roads, com-
pared with 17,920 miles (28,672 kilometres)
under the previous Act. The Commonwealth
allocations per mile for these are equivalent
to:—1973-74, $887; 1974-75, $1,581; 1975-76,
$1,470; and 1976-77, $1,370.

It can readily be seen, therefore, that the
overwhelming shortfall in funds is in the
rural arterial category, particularly when the
Commonwealth Bureau of Roads recom-
mendations (on a needs basis) are compared
with the Act allocations for this category.
The bureau’s recommendation for 1974-75
was $21,000,000 and the allocation under
the Act was $12,100,000. The recommenda-
tion for 1975-76 was $24,600,000 and the
allocation under the Act was $8,900,000. The
recommendation for 1976-77 was $32,600,000
and the allocaticn under the Act was
$9,800,000. Frankly, this is scandalous!

The pressing demands for works on these
roads are very much in excess of available
financial resources. Because of this shortfall,
as much as possible of available State funds
for permanent works has been applied to
the rural arterial category, to help achieve
even a minimum viable programme of works
on the most important roads. It is dishearten-
ing, to say the least, that more recognition
has not been given by the Commonwealth 10
the role of these roads in the over-all
transportation system.

As 1 mentioned earlier, the Commonwealth
has the major revenue-raising capability
through fuel taxation. It collects huge sums
from the motorist from this source and yet
it now diverts more than half of these taxes
to purposes other than road works. Under
such circumstances, it becomes most difficult
to accept the Commonwealth philosophy that
the States should raise additional taxes of
their own to offset their road needs defici-
encies. It was against this background that
Queensland recently had no alternative to
raising motor vehicle registration fees by
50 per cent to help avoid a chaotic situation.
This was a step that was taken most
reluctantly, and as a last resort. I can at
least state that every cent of motor vehicle
registration fees collected in Queensland is
ploughed back into road construction and
maintenance for the benefit of motorists.
This is in marked contrast to the Common-
wealth's use of taxes imposed on the motorist.

Also included in the Main Roads Fund
requirement is an amount of $25,380,000 for
declared road maintenance compared with
$25,550,000 spent last financial year. The
State has to bear all maintenance expenditure
on categories other than national roads and
rural local roads. Last financial year, there
was a critical road maintenance problem, as
very large expenditures were required on the
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restoration of failed sections damaged by
floods and abnormal wet weather. Available
funds were insufficient to cope with these
abnormal works in addition to the normal
maintenance needs, and the result was an
inevitable scaling down of some maintenance
activities. Some of the additional revenue to
be derived from the increased motor vehicle
registration fees will enable funds to be
provided this year for the maintenance effort
to approach its normal level. An amount of
$1,000,000 from the Loan Fund is included
in the department’s estimates for 1975-76,
and while a much greater allocation could
be used to advantage to help bridge the gap
between available road funds and road needs,
it is realised that priority on these funds must
necessarily be given to those authorities that
are substantially or solely dependent upon
this source of funds to finance their capital
works programmes.

When State loan funds can be made avail-
able to the Main Roads Department, they are
normally used to speed up highway (rural
arterial) construction throughout the State,
where the demands are so much in excess of
the funds normally available. For 1975-76,
the whole of the Loan Fund allocation is
required to supplement other funds program-
med for expenditure on the Flinders Highway,
completion of which to bitumen standard
has been given a high priority.

The department’s estimates this financial
year also include an amount of $9,214,000 as
anticipated expenditure from the Common-
wealth Aid, Locai Authority Roads, Fund.
This is to meet estimated payments to coun-
cils for works on roads under their control
to be financed from their Commonwealth
aid allocations.

The amount of $5,000,000 shown in the
Estimates as being required for expenditure
from the Roads Maintenance Account repre-
sents the collections anticipated by the trans-
port department under the Roads (Contribu-
tion to Maintenance) Act. This Act imposes
on the operators of vehicles of over four
tons carrying capacity charges based on the
mileage travelled on public roads. - These
charges, which are paid by truck operators to
the Transport Department as the collecting
authority, are then passed to the credit of the
Roads Maintenance Account at the Treasury.

The whole of this money, without any
deduction for collection expenses, is then dis-
tributed between the Main Roads Department
to assist with the maintenance of declared
roads and the local authorities as a contribu-
tion towards the cost of maintaining roads
under their control. Revenue for this financial
year is estimated to be $5,000,000, with the
proposed disbursement being—local author-
ities  $1,750,000; Main Roads Fund
$3,250,000.

There is also an amount of $3,000,000
shown in the estimates as required for
expenditure from the Main Roads Department
Special Standing Fond. This fund is in the
nature of a suspense account in which charges
are accumulated against work carried out
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for other bodies, including jobs in which local
authorities have a joint financial responsibil-
ity. Other accounts, in the form of reserves,
are also contained within this fund—for
example, annual leave reserve, workers' com-
pensation insurance reserve, payroll tax, sup-
ervision fees, etc. The items concerned are
either wholly or partially recoverable, or are
reserves established for payment at certain
times, or under certain conditions. The fund
is also utilised to facilitate the costing opera-
tions of the various departmental workshops
and repair units, these accounts being cleared
at regular intervals mainly by transfers
against the maintenance of plant Vote. This
concludes the presentation of the Estimates
for the Department of Main Roads, the
framing of which as I stated earlier is
largely influenced by the Commonwealth’s
roads grants legislation.

In conclusion, I would like to place on
record my appreciation, and the debt that the
people of Queensland owe, for the untiring
efforts of the staff of both the Local Govern-
ment and Main Roads departments. In par-
ticular, I would mention the sterling work
of my Director of Local Government (Mr.
Harold Jacobs), his deputy (Mr. Neil
McPherson), the Commissioner of Main
Roads (Mr. Bill Hansen), his deputy (Mr.
John Andrews), the Director of Water Quality
(Mr. Leon de Witt Henry) and the Director
of Air Pollution Control (Dr. Graham
Cleary). I am sure that the Committee apprec-
iates the sterling work done by those respon-
sible officers, who are always available to
advise me and every other member of this
Parliament. As I said at the outset, it is a
pleasure to work with gentlemen of such
great knowledge and experience in the devel-
opment of the State of Queensland. They
have held their offices for a long time. After
my first year in the Ministry, all I can say
is that at all times I havé found them
courteous, always trying to help and giving
the best and soundest advice and knowledge
to every member of this Parliament. These
are men of high calibre who have around
them, also, men of dedication and ability. It
has been my privilege to work with them over
the past 12 months for the benefit of Queens-
landers and the betterment of our State.

I now commend the Estimates to this Com-
mittee.

Mr. MELLOY (Nudgee) (12.37 p.m.): The
Opposition welcomes the opportunity given
by this debate, for it provides a means by
which the citizens of this State can be made
aware of the utter hypocrisy of this Gov-
ernment towards their problems—their prob-
lems of trying to live a decent life. their
problems of being able to provide or obtain
a home and their problems of being able
to afford a home and live in it in comfort
and with dignity in the community.

The problems of living a comfortable and
dignified life—the right of every Queens-
lander—are inherently bound up with the
problems of local . government and no-one
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should know better than the Government the

severe and constraining infivences which
affect local government today.
What is this Government doing about

these problems? What practical and positive
steps are being taken fo restore sume vigour
t0 the tarnished, jaded and embaitled loeal
authorities of this State which for so long
have existed on a hand-to-mouth basis?
As the Minister knows, that is quite frue.
The local authorities are living hand to mouth
on a day-to-day and week-to-week basis,
And what is the Government doing aboui
it?7 Absolutely nothing! The Government has
provided piecemeal hand-outs ito keep the
worst-troubled areas quiet and there 13, of
ccourse, the hopelessly outdated and inef-
fective subsidy scheme which is no Jlonger
apprepriate to modern conditions.

Bui, when we get down io the basi
fundamentals of the local government prob-
iems in Queensland, that is, the basic funda-
menial problems of matching functions and
responsibilities with an adegquate svstern of
financing, what do we find? We find a
Covernment in control of this State which
continually  increases the load on local
authorities by increasing ftheir responsibili-
ties, but refuses to take any mecasures to
provide an adeguate financial base so that
these work-horses of the State and for the
State can effectively carry out their tasks.

‘When this Government introduces socially
desirable legislation in the interests of the
State it should foot the bill, and not pass
on the costs and problems to our councils
and councillors.

To indicate what I mean,
the Clean Waters Act. lts provisions place
a problem on the shoulders of the local
authorities. Under that Act—a socially
desirable Act~local authorities not only are
required to pay for the disposal of waste
material into rivers and water-courses (a
charge delegated from this Parliament) but
alsc are required to pay staff to police the
Act on behalf of this Parliament. As well,
under the terms of this Act, local authorities
in many instances are mow required fo
augment and improve their sewerage systems,
again a highly desirable move. But this is
an expensive business today and I would
draw the attention of the Committes to
the fact that augmentation of a sewerage
scheme atiracts no subsidy from this Liberal.
National Party Governament. It will be the
ratepayer or home-owner who pays.

I point to

The Litter Act is another example of this
Government’s imposing responsibilities and
costs on local government, The appointment
of one litter officer costs about $5,000 =n
year at current rates of pay. Has this
Government done anything to financially
assist the local authorities to control litter
in the manner directed by Parliament? The
answer is, of course, “no”. Again, the
home-owner will pay.
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Recent decisions in regard to utilising Jocal
governinent officers in the fields of super-
vision of lcensed premises and wholesale
isod outlets are forther examples of State
Government responsibilities being imposed
on local auvthoritiss. Leocal suthorities are
also mow required fo licence, imspect and
conirol child-care centres, at some cost, by
virtue of this Government’s legisiation. Again,
the costs will be met by ratepayers or
home-owners.

The lst I have given is not exbhaustive;
I could go on and on. There is the problem
of the disposal of food scraps which this
Government has agreed should not be fed
to pigs. PBven discounting the high cost
of the collection of this waste, it will cost
local government hundreds of thousands of
doliars in the installation and operation of
special waste-food incinerators.

The fact is that this Government con-
tinually iraposes functions and responsibilities
on local authorities without facing up to the
financial realities of its own decisions. it
continually keeps local government in the
role of a poor cousin instead of upgrading
it to the status of a partper. Local govern-
ment has not the resources tc accept the
extra demands placed on it by the continual
delegation of authority by the Government.
it has not the resources to pay for the
expensive social welfare programines ncw
being sought by the local government com-
punities. It has not the resources to pro-
vide the increased capital and operational
expenditure necessary today to restore our
cities, towns and villages to some semblance
of reasonable places in which to live.

The fundamental problem therefore, which
this Government wiil not face up to, is that,
while local government faces attack fnan-
cially, econcmicaily and politically, the Gov-
ernment sticks its head in the sand in a
display of ineptitude and Micawberism, while
the once-virile local government movement
falls deeper into a morass of despondency
and despair.

The corcllary to this situation, of course,
is that the Government is supporting a strong
and unexpected boost to, and emphasis of,
community bodies which are now tending to
compete with local authorities in the pro-
vision of welfare services and commumty
facilities. I refer to community bodies such
as the Australian Government’s regional
councils of social development.

Although I would never have thought it
possible, the facts are that this Government,
the upholder of States’ rights, is, by default,
giving positive aid and encouragement fto
the organisations now competing with local
authorities for infiuence in their communities.
It is doing this by the simple expedient
of its heavy-handed control of local govern-
ment, and by its failure to make any mean-
ingful attempt to solve its financial problems.
It is therefore only natural that these ad
hoc and alternative bodies must reap some
benefit from the fact that, because of the
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failure of this Government to provide ade-
quate resources, local government cannot
face up to its responsibilities and provide
all the services now expected by an interested
and articulate electorate,

Tocal government itself deplores this
situation. It believes in self help—but in
reality what can it do? It cannot accept
the costs invelved, and it therefore suffers
the odium for these apparent sins of
omission,

The fact is that this Government just does
not know how to solve the preblems of local
government, because the fundamental con-
sideration in answering such a question is:
what do you expect your local authorities to
do? Cnce that is defined, quite obvicusly
the problem of providing an adequate
resotirce base becomes easier to solve. The
reason this Goverument cannot solve the
local government problems that now exist is
that it has never clearly defined what it
expects its local authorities ic do. It has
never clearly defined what role it expects
local government to play in this State. It
has never clearly defined what tasks Iocal
authorities are expected to fulfil on behalf
of the State Government.

1 know the simple answer for the Govern-
ment is to refer to the Local Government
Act and the other Acts which detail func-
tions and responsibilities to Jocal authorities.
But that is not enough. It is too simplistic
to answer the questions adequately. If the
Government is prepared to endorse that
those functions and responsibilities are a
valid expression of Government policy, then
quite obviously the Government has moral
and legal responsibilities to adjust the State
financial arrangements so that local govern-
ment cannot only accept these functions and
responsibilities, but can also effectively
undertake them satisfactorily.

I mentioned a few moments ago that local
government was under attack on three fronts;
but it is quite obvious that this aftack stems
completely from the inadequate help pro-
vided by this Government to the local govern-
ment problems. These problems are severe;
these problems are real. They are here now
and they affect people. But these problems
can be solved by some positive action and
by the Government’s discussing, rationally
and objectively, with local government how
to overcome the issues. This has never been
done. Of course, I know that there is con-
tact between the Minister and the local auth-
orities, but this is only a piecemeal approach
which does not canvass all the problems that
exist, let alone supply all the answers.

What is urgently needed is positive action
and, despite the overwhelming evidence of
the load now being carried by the Iocal auth-
orities, it is obvious that this Government is
most reluctant to take it. It is just not good
enough any more for this Government to
keep imposing its will on local authorities 1o
their detriment. Local government is akin to
this Parliament in its operation, responsibility
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and accountability to the people of this State;
and, as representatives of the people, alder-
men and councillors deserve respect and
must be given respect. A Government from
my side of the Commitiee would acknowledge
the place of local government in Queensiand
and, unlike this Government, woéuld impart
the respect so deserved by the 1,300 or so
men and women of this State who work tire-
lessly and wusually at great personal dis-
advantage to improve their communities for
the benefit of their neighbours.

In the present circumstances, to what avaj}
are their efforts? The outlook facing their
councils is grim, to say the least, and all
that the great majority of local authorities
can look ferward to from now on are
deteriorating roads, less road counstruction,
less capital works, fewer services, and pos-
sible staff retrenchments-—all because this
Government will not face up to its respon-
sibilities in the local authority sphere.

1 would remind the Government at this
point that local government does not want
charitable hand-cuts in the form of shori-
term solutions to current problems. It does
not want to be a medicant. All it wants is a
reasonable resource base which will enable it
to provide the works and services which most
communities are now demanding. Bul per-
haps this Government wishes to retain the
situation in which local government always
has to have its cap in hand; perhaps this
Government is afraid of a virile independent
local self-government movement: perhaps
this Geovernment is afraid to let the people
of Queensland participate in the control of
their own communities and their own des-
tinies; perhaps this Governmeni is afraid to
let the people of Queensland make a positive
contribution towards the welfare and develop-
ment of their cities and towns.

For that, Mr. Hewitt, is what local gov-
ernment is all about—the creation and main-
tenance within our society of a system of
local  communities, adequately  serviced.
pleasant to live in and catering for the
reasonable needs of all sections of the com-
munity, Those words, of course, are mnot
mine; nor are they those of my Party. Thev
are in fact the policy expression of local
government itself. They are the expression
of local government’s aims and ideals. And
if you examine the statement closely, Mr.
Hewitt, it will become clear that what local
government says is only what every Queens-
lander is entitled to expect, whether he lives
in a small viliage or in a large metropolis.

But can local government ever hope to
achieve this ideal? Of course not, for under
the MNational-Liberal Government it does
not know where it is going. Local govern-
ment remains repressed financially, repressed
politically and repressed legislatively. The
Government is afraid to break this control,
this repression of the local authorities, for
in fact, although the Government is always
“reviewing the situation”, it never really does
anything to improve that situation. Reviewing
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the situation does not soclve local govern-
ment’s problems. The problems are here and
now and, unfortunately for the Government,
they will not go away, no matter how much
it ignores them.

The Government is fond of saying that
local government is its child and should not,
therefore, have dealings with the Federal
Government in money matters to ry to
overcome the financial problems now existing.
By its actions in relation to the establishment
of regional organisations, this Government
has shown its great reluctance to allow any
form of self-determination to exist in the
local authorities, particularly in financial
matters. For example, what action has been
taken by the Government to review and
update, in line with modern thought, the
Local Government Act? It obviously needs
adjustment now.

The truth of the matter is—and I am
not sure whether the Government accepts
this or not—that the State Government can
no longer afford to keep local government
under its wing as it has for the past 100
years. It is fighting the wnrge of the local
government movements. But, like the con-
servatives they are, the members of this
Government refuse to acknowledge the march
of time. Of course, it must be said that this
childish, petulant attitude is completely in
accord with the repressive policies which this
Government imposes on local government.
Every member representing a country elec-
torate will, T am sure, acknowledge that
he is aware of the difficulties and of the
way in which repressive legislation is restrict-
ing local government.

Local government must be made a full
partner in the administration and develop-
ment of this State. It must not be left as
a mendicant, for while local government suf-
fers, the people of Queensland suffer. Local
covernment today needs the assistance of
this Parliament and the Government, but all
it gets it trite platitudes—*“Yes, we know
your problems, but we can’t do anything
about them; our own problems come first™.
Mr. Hewitt, the problems of local government
are the problems of this Parliament, and
we can no longer ignore them as the
Government does.

It is a cruel irony for local government
that when, for the first time, it has become
the focus for ¥Federal financial initiatives,
the Government of Queensland has moved so
positively against it and refused to see the
desirability of direct contact between local
authorities and Federal financial institutions.

Mr., the R.EIDD.
scheme.

Mr. MELLOY: Queensland would have
been in a bad way but for the introduction
of the R.E.D. scheme, and the Minister
knows that. He knows how beneficial the
R.E.D. scheme has been to local authorities
in Queensland. Work is going on all over

Hinze: Tell us about
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the State under that scheme, and local
authorities have benefited greatly by its
introduction. Of course, the repressive Senate
in Canberra is restricting the availability
of finance for the R.E.D. scheme.

I was referring to this Government’s atti-
tude to direct contact between local author-
ities and Federal financial institutions. That
is not the way to govern Queensland in the
interests of the people; that is not the way to
create effective local self-government units;
that is not the way to develop our com-
munities. In pure and simple terms it is a
policy of repression and regression and
clearly illustrates the petty mindedness of
this Government in the face of the great
problems now existing in the cities and towns
and rural areas of the State. A Government
concerned - with Queenslanders would not
have let this situation develop. It would
not have cut back the subsidies and imposed
the extra functions, and so placed logal
government in such severe financial straits.
By cutting back subsidies to local authorities
and imposing more work and responsibilities
on them, the Government has added to the
difficulties facing them, particularly the
councils in the Far West where it is almost
impossible for them to collect rates at the
present time. A Government concerned with
Queensianders would not treat local gov-
ernment as a poor cousin.

My party would and does actively seek to
overcome these difficulties, and we would a_nd
do seek to achieve this end in consultation
with local government itself. We recognise
the heavy responsibilities borne by local gov-
ernment today. We would therefore be seek-
ing to improve the conditions under which
local government today is forced to operate.
For example, my party would look to some of
the following matters in its rchabilitation of -
the local government movement. First of all,
interest rates for local government borrow-
ings could be reduced. It has been demon-
strated that a 1 per cent variation in the
interest rate can mean about 124 per cent
additional cost or saving in annual redcm‘p~
tion on interest charges. In the same vein,
the massive increases in capital costs for local
authority works have hit very hard, and no
attempt has been made by the Government
to adjust subsidies or spread the range of sub-
sidies to compensate for this. It is unprac-
tical to raise property rates at the same rate
as Cost Increases.

(Time expired.}
[Sitting suspended from 12.58 to 2.15 p.m.]

Mr. POWELL (sis) (2.15 pm) In
Queensland the legislative control of local
authorities dates back 117 vyears to 1838,
when the city of Brisbane was, by an Act
passed in New South Wales, proclaimed a
municipality. Since then, and after Queens-
land became a separate State, a good deal
of local government legislation has passed
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through this House. In 1864 the first muni-
cipal law in Queensland was passed. It
has been succeeded by various local govern-
ment Acts.

It gives me a great deal of pleasure to
be able to speak on behalfl of my electors
during the debate on these Estimates. I wish
to cover certain matters, but before raising
specific points I shall comment on some of
the remarks made by the honourable member
for Nudgee. As is usual with people on
his side of politics, his whinges about varicus
aspects of local government are nothing
more than a load of rubbish. I notice the
honourable member walking out of the
Chamber. Probably he does not want to
hear what I say; but no doubt he will read
it later on.

Practically the whole of his speech dealt
with money and his complaint that the State
Government did not make finance available
to local authorities. Apparently he would like
to see local authorities controlled by the
State Government. That certainly is not the
desire of the State Government or of local
authorities. They believe that local authorities
should control themselves. Just as the State
and Federal Parliaments are made up of
representatives elected by the people so, too,
local authorities comprise the people’s elected
representatives. Members of local authorities
are responsible persons and should have the
right to guide their own destiny.

The honourable member for Nudgee
claimed that the State Government should
give local authorities more money and the
right to do more things. I wonder whether
he would care to ask his friends in Canberra
to give back to the States the rights that
the Federal Government is filching from
them in its attempt to bypass and belittle
the States. There is no need for the Federal
Government to make finance available direct
to local authorities; all funds should be
channelled through the Locai Government
Department.

Many statements made by the honourable
member were incorrect, and I am sure that
the Minister, in his usval flamboyant style,
will correct them in his reply.

After my election to Parliament, the first
Government department that I had any deal-
ings with was the Local Government Depart-
ment. From it I have always received cordial
co-operation. The "main issue I raised with
the department cencerned the presentation
of -two reports on local authority boundaries
in my area. One was prepared by Judge
Mylne and the other by Professor Gates.
When the contents of the reports were made
public, pressure was exerted on the Govern-
ment to take action on them. In its wisdom
the Local Government Department- drew up
proposed boundaries, defining a new town
of Hervey Bay and changing the boundaries
of the city of Maryborough as well as the
Tiaro and Woocoo Shires. The publication of
the proposed boundaries and the objections to
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them produced some rather heated argument
in my electorate, and subsequently the Local
Government Department came up with a
compromise. It proposed that the city of
Maryborough be enlarged, that the Tiaro
Shire remain much as it was before and
that the Taroom Shire not be included within
the town of Hervey Bay but be amalgamated
with the Woocoo Shire, thereby forming one
large rural shire.

I put forward many suggestions on what
should be done with the shire boundaries.
Like everybody else concerned in this matter,
I realise that very real problems crop up
when shire boundaries are altered. All
involved in the issue accepted that the bound-
aries of the city of Maryborough had to
be extended. As Maryborough city is a very
small area, with virtually no land on which
housing development could take place, some-
thing had to be dome. The fact that the
people of Hervey Bay felt that they should
have their own local authority was one of
the criteria that had to be used in formulat-
ing new boundaries, although the department
did all that it could to satisfy as many
people as possible. 1 disagree most emphat-
ically with the proposal that rural land—
especially assigned cane land—should be
included in the city of Maryborough. That
is not in the best interests of the cane farm-
ers or the locality as a whole, although it
may be in the best interests of the city of
Maryborough, by way of revenue. The
people are fearful that the cane lands included
in the Maryborough City Council area will
be highly valued for revenue production.

Mr. Jemsen: What about the Bundaberg
boundaries?

Mr. POWELL: At the moment the Bunda-
berg boundaries are not under review. Until
such time as they are, I shall not mention
them.

Mr. Jensen interjected.

Mr. POWELL: The honourable member for
Bundaberg will be' able to make his speech
very shortly.

Many of our provincial cities are in the
same position as Maryborough in that all the
land within their boundaries has been sub-
divided for housing development. However,
that is not the case in Bundaberg. Ii is
reasononable that the Maryborough area be
expanded. The idea of extending Marybor-
ough to the north along the railway line, to
include the area -out to the industrial estate
and around it, is quite reasonable; but I dis-
agree with the principle of including cane
land in the Maryborough City Council area.
Although objections were raised, the decision
was made and we will have to wait to see
how it works out when the boundaries are
gazetted and the new councils get under way
next year.

Fraser Island presented another problem.
It has been divided into two areas. The
southern portion of the island is included
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in the Maryborough city area and the north-
ern part—and rightly so, in my opinion—is
included in the Hervey Bay Town Council
area. I believe that the whole island should
have come under the Hervey Bay Town
Council. However, a compromise decision
was made. In the light of the number of
representations received by the department,
it did what it could to satisfy the interesis of
as many people as possible.

As member for Isis, I am in very close
contact with four local authority areas—the
Bundaberg City Council, the Woongarra
Shire, the Isis Shire and the Burrum Shire.
To =z lesser extent I am invelved with the
Maryborough City Council, but when the new
boundaries are gazetted a major part of the
Maryborough City Council area will be in
my electorate. My dealings with these local
authorities have been very cordial.

My, Jensen interjected.

Mr, POWELL: As 1 said, I have little to
do with Maryborough at the moment, but
with the new boundaries it will be quite
different.

1 understand the real problems that are
being faced by the shire councils, particularly
those that are reasonably small and govern
quickly growing areas. The new Hervey
Bay Town Council will have some real prob-
lems to overcome.

One matter mentioned by the honourable
member for Nudgee was local authority
finance. Local authorities can rate pecple.
It is a truism that if the people want ser-
vices, they must pay for them. The money
can come from only one group—the people
asking for the services. It is an unfortunats
truism also that the Federal Government is
the major taxing authority in this country
and, as the Minister so capably pointed out
in his introduction, that Government takes
from us a lot more money, especially in
petrol tax, than it gives back to us.

The R.E.DD. scheme that the honourable
member for Nudgee mentioned was possibly
a good scheme, but there should never have
been the need to bring it in. Had it not been
for the red policies of the Government in
Canberra, there would have been no need
for the R.E.D. scheme. The Opposition
statement that the R.E.D. scheme is being
phased out because the Senate has refused
to pass the budgetary measures is so much
rot. The Federal Treasurer said that the
R.E.D. scheme would be phased out at the
end of October or November, anvhoww.
Opposition members are simply looking for
political capital. Unfortunately they do not
consider people. They consider only the
expediency of their own philosophy at a par-
ticular time. It is a pity that they do not
get back to the facts when they talk abowat
political matters.

It was wise to put under the wing
of the ZILocal Government Department
the environmental matters of water
pollution and air polintion and the
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policing of the anti-litter laws. It is
reasonable to have those importani matters
under the control of local people. I have
always been one of those who believe very
sincerely in the decentralisation of effort. I
am blowed if 1 would like everything con-
trolled from Canberra—or, for that matter,
from Brisbane. It is a very reasonable idea
that the local authorities should have control
in their areas over water pollution and air
pollntion and the policing of anti-litter laws.
It is very good to see the strides that are
being made in that direction.

The Main Roads Department is confronted
with some very real problems. As I have
said before—including a speech I made in
the debate on Matters of Puoblic Interest
some time ago—this State and its motorists
are being affected adversely by Common-
wealth Government policies—if they can be
called policies.

Mr. Jensen: It has been going on for 23
years, Dor’t go saying that it has changed
in the pasi few vyears.

Mr. POWELL: The honourable member is
wrong. He does not know what he is saying.
Before 1972, the petrol tax was used specific-
ally for road maintenance and construction.
Since 1972, his socialist mates in Canberra
1 know that he does not think that they
are his mates—are ripping off 28c on each
gallon of petrol sold and are giving back a
miserable 10c of it to improve our roads. 1
think that this is disgusting and more pub-
licity should be given to it.

Mr. Jemsen: That’s right.

Mr. POWELL: I am glad that the honour-
able member agrees with me.

Mr. Miller: It is highway robbery.

Mr. POWELL: It is highway robbery and
also by-way robbery because it is the
by-ways that are being affected adversely.

it is a very interesting study to look at
the amount of money received from the Com-
monwealth Government by the Queensland
Local Government Department and the way
it is told to spend it. The Federal Transport
Minister (Mr. Jones) is interested mainly in
the highways that he is likely tc use. He
would not bother to see what the country
really looks like. He says that $10,900 =2
mile should be spent on national highways.
But on the roads that you and I, Mr. Gunn,
and all the other citizens of Queensland have
to use daily, only $686 a mile is allowed for
construction and maintenance. That is a dis-
gusting state of affairs. Why is it that
$10,900 a mile can be spent on main high-
ways on which some Federal Labor politi-
cians will travel probably once a year in
Queensland during the winter whilst only
$686 a mile can be spent on the roads in
my electorate and other country areas?
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This morning I asked the Minister a gues-
tion about several roads in my electorate
that certainly need upgrading. They carry
a great many tourists, and in the crushing
season they carry very heavy loads of cane.

My, Jensen: He ducked it, didn’t he?

Mr, POWELL: No, he answered me in his
usual sensibie manner. He pointed out that
the Main Roads Department, because of the
aititude of the Federal Government, just
does not have the money needed for all of
this work.

This is what country people have to be
told. 'We have to get through to them
the message that their roads are not well
constructed and maintained because the
people of Queensland cannot get the money
that is due to them. That is what really
galls me. In my view, the money paid by
the people to the Federal Government in
petrol tax should be returned to them for
use on their roads; but the Federal Govern-
ment will not do that. Instead, they trump
up the R.E.D. scheme, the Australian Assist-
ance Plan and schemes of that nature. They
trump up these schemes -and say what good
fellows they are, whilst at the same time
road construction and maintenance are being
deprived of finance.

The road from Torbanlea to the Mary-
borough-Hervey Bay Road is one that par-
ticularly needs attention.

Mr. Houston: It has been bad for donkey’s
years.

Mr. POWELL: Yes, and it is getting worse,
because no more finance i3 being made avail-
able for it. The honourable member for
Bulimba would not know what T am talking
about. He has travelled on bitumen roads in
and around Brisbane all his life.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN (Mr.
Gunn): I remind the honourable member for
Bulimba that he is cut of order in interjecting
when he is not in his customary place in
the Chamber.

Mr. POWELL: The road from Torbanlea
to the Maryborough-Hervey Bay Road is a
most important tourist road, and one that
must be upgraded. As the traffic to Hervey
Bay increases, the worse that road will
become and the more it will cost the new
Hervey Bay Town Council to maintain it.
It will have to be maintained, because it is
the tourist industry on.which Hervey Bay
is firmly based.

Another most important road in my elec-
torate is the one between Woodgate and
Childers. John Citizen likes to go fishing,
or to the beach for an afternoon’s relaxation.
He does not want to travel on roads. so
narrow that he is in constant danger from
stones pelted at him from oncoming and
passing traffic. He wants a wider road, and
I believe that he is entitled to it. T cannot
see why Brisbane people should be entitled
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to road improvements because they have
already got highways to their beaches. We
in the country have only rural roads. I
believe that more money should be returned
to this State so that it can be spent on
roads such as the one between Woodgate
and Childers, the one from Torbanlea to
the Maryborough~Hervey Bay road and the
one from Bundaberg to Goedwood and then
to Woodgate. These roads have to be
upgraded to take the tourist traffic that uses
them. It is most important that tourists be
given good roads to travel on, thus obtaining
some return from the money that they pay
in petrol tax. It really upsets me that we
give all this money to the Federal Govern-
ment but they will not give it back to us.

When we look at the Estimates of the
Iocal Government and Main Roads Depart-
ments, we can see how much more work
could be done if finance were available. The

plans, men, machinery and initiative are
there, but there is simply mnot sufficient
finance. I think it is a criminal shame that

finance for the roads of this State is being
stiffed at Canberra. It is being siphoned
off inte all sorts of things, and we are
not allowed to use it in Queensland.

(Time expired.)

Mr., MILLER (Ithaca) (2.35 p.m.): There
are several aspects of local government which
concern me. 1 would like to support the
case put forward by the honourable member
for Isis. When we see the state of the
roads in Outback Queensland, we realise
how shocking is the action of the Federal
Government in retaining 18c in excise tax
from the sale of each gallon of petrol for
its own purposes. At the moment the
Prime Minister has a very popular saying,
“The user must pay.” He refers quite often
to the Post Office and to airports and other
facilities and tells the people of Australia
that the user must pay for these facilities.
But as far as Outback roads are concerned,
we see the reverse—the user is paying but
not getting the facilities—and so 1 support
the case put forward by the honourable
member. The user should benefit from the
tax and that is what the Prime Minister
should be saying about our roads.

Mr, McKechnie: Would you say the
Prime Minister makes misleading statements
all the time?

Mr, MILLER: Of course they are mis-
leading. Every statement made by a member
of the Federal Government is misleading. In
a moment I will give honourable members
an example of how the Brisbane City Council
misleads the public. The Department of
Local Government covers many aspects of
local government administration including
the City of Brisbane Town Planning Act.
This morning I attended an auction of land
in the Bardon area conducted by the Brisbane
City Council. This land was resumed under
the City of Brisbane Town Planmning Act.
I have spoken before in the Chamber about



1648 Supply

this Act and of the powers given to the
local authority under it, and I will continue
to do so until something is done.

This morning 1 saw an incident that could
have turned into something very nasty indeed.
With the exception of one couple who were
interested in buying a block of land, all the
peopie at the auction were local residents.
Quite a number of these people informed
the auctioneer that they were holding the
deeds to the land that he was going to
auction. Their deeds had not been altered.
Land had been resumed under the Act and
was being auctioned by the Brisbane City
Council, but the people had not been paid
for that land. This is what this legislation
allows, and so I will continue to speak about
it until the Government decides that there
is too much power to resume land under the
City of Brisbane Town Planning Act.

A Government Member:s What was it

being auctioned for?
Mr. MILLER: For building allotments.

A Government Member: Residential?

Mr., MILLER: Yes. 1 do not mind the
Brisbane City Council having power to
resume land for public purposes, but I
object most strongly to the power it is given
to resume land from private individuals,
redevelop it and sell it at auction to the
highest bidder, particularly when, as in this

‘case, the owners of land received
only $10 a perch for it. One owner
said to the auctioneer this morning,
“I will give you $100 a perch for
the land that you resumed from me for
$10 a perch.” Of course, the auctioneer

could not accept the tender, but here was
an owner prepared to pay $100 a perch
for land that was resumed from him by the
city council for $10 a perch. Surely this
type of legisiation needs to be looked at. I
realise I cannot call for the repeal of legisla~
tion in a discussion of the Estimates but X
am allowed to bring forward in such a dis-
cussion the problems that we see with this
type of Act.

Mr. Abern: Has the price been agreed
to at $10 a perch?

Mr. MILLER: No way in the worldl I
know three people who have not accepted one
cent from the Brisbane City Council.

Mr, Frawley:  Surely the city council
wouldn’t do a thing like that?

Mr. MILLER: The honourable membexr
must realise that the city council has done
exactly the same thing in an area very close
to his electorate. I ask you, Mr. Gunn,
whose land is going to be next? Under the
Act, the city council can resume anybody’s
land! Is it going to resume your land, Mr,
Gunn, or mine? Is it going to resume the
land of the honourable member for Too-
wong? It can resume any block of land im
Brisbane for redevelopment purposes.
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Mr. Ahern: It does not happen outside
Brisbane, does it?

Mr., MILLER: As far as 1 know, it does
not happen outside Brisbane. It is done
wholly and solely under the City of Bris-
bane Town Planning Act. In my opinion,
the power must be taken out of that Act
as quickly as possible, because I do not want
people to be wondering whether or not _they
are to be next on the list of resumptions.

In introducing the Estimates, the Minister
made two statements in particular that
attracted my attention. The first was—

“The Town Planning Branch currently
is undertaking the onerous final review of

Brisbane’s proposed new town plan z}nd

the 29,437 objections lodged in relation

to it.”

The other one was—

“Town planning is naturally a local gov-
ernment responsibility because it is SO
closely allied with other basic local gov-
ernment functions, such as the provision of
roads, water and sewerage services and
drainage.”

Those two statements attracted my attention
particularly because at the moment I am
concerned about open space within the city
of Brisbane.

The Minister told the Committee that there
have been 29,437 objections to the new
town plan put forward by the Brisbane City
Council. Today, many people believe that
State Governments have a responsibility to
the people of Australia, and I should like
to quote first from the findings of one of
the committees of inquiry set up by the
Federal Government. 1 realise, of course,
that the Federal Government has set up
quite a number of committees of inquiry,
but I agree whole-heartedly with the findings
of this particular committee and intend to
quote from what it said about parks and
open space. This particular passage read-——

“Urban parks, and particularly those
comprising natural or near-natural areas,
are always liable to attract the attention
of highway and other authorities, This
tendency must always be resisted, and
alienation should generally require the
sanction of Parliament.”

In my opinion, the sanction of Parliament
is essential. Quite a lot of land in the
city of Brisbane is held in fee simple by the
Brisbane City Council, and later I shall
endeavour to show the Committee what the
council is doing with its open spaces. It
is using them for many purposes, but cer-
tainly not for open space and parks.

The passage continues—

“The general principle that parklands
should be inalienable and their dedication
irrevocable without the consent of Parlia-
ment is as applicable to urban parks as
to other parks. We have received many
submissions to support this view, and con-
sider it has great merit.”
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As I said, that committee of inquiry has
looked into parks and open spaces through-
out Australia, and that is the recommen-
dation it has made.

I hope that the Minister will take note
of the findings of that committee, because
I am not prepared to agree to the willy-
nilly attitude of the Brisbane City Council
in- using parks and open spaces instead of
acquiring other areas of land. I believe
that the responsibility sits sguarely on our
shoulders. Should we in Brisbane be con-
cerned? Does the passage that I have
quoted from the findings of the committee
that has investigated the situation in the
whole of Australia give cause for concern in
Brisbane? I believe it does, because in
1974 the then Lord Mayor of Brisbane,
Alderman Clem Jones, presented a paper
to developers in, I think, Sydney, and it was
reported in “The Developer” of May 1974.
I will quote a few paragraphs from that
paper because it conveys the feelings of
the Brisbane City Council towards open
spaces in Brisbane. It stated—

“First of all, we have in Brisbane, 5,685
acres of land in the park and open space
area within a five-mile radius of the
central city. Melbourne has 4,956,
approximately 700 less, Adelaide 4,687,
Perth 3,025, Sydney 3,630, Hobart 4,979.
Now I want to stress difference between
Brisbane and Melbourne and its effect.
There are 700 acres more open space of
land within a five-mile radius of the
City Hall or G.P.0O. whichever you like
to take.

“Now let's look at the effect of this
sort of thing. First of all it means that
an enormous number of people, take for
example the fact that probably within that
area you have people living in multi units,
it means you have something like 105,000
people. Imagine taking 700 acres of land
out of the centre of the City of Melbourne
in the five-mile radius and grabbing it
into open spaces. First of all it would
add enormously to the cost of transport.
It has a tremendous effect on the ratings,
the incomes, the property incomes of
the authorities; it has an effect on spread-
ing the whole city out, the time of travel
to the centre of the city area with people
living in it; all of these things and the
cost of providing roads, services and so
on simply shift the people out. Now
this is one of the most significant effects
and disabilities we have in the city.”

They are hardly the words of a Lord Mayor
dedicated to open spaces. As the committee
of inquiry indicated, as a State Government
we must look at the intrusion of the Bris-
bane City Council into park areas. What
has happened to our parks? Brisbane City
Council depots have been built in 12 parks;
roads have been built through 11 parks and
12 parks are highly developed, enclosed
sporting areas. All those parks are supposed
to be open spaces for the benefit of the
community.
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Some parks have an excessive number of
buildings in them. I shall refer to some
of them because I do not think the average
person in Brisbane realises what is happen-
ing to our open spaces. The Brisbane
City Council has allowed 16 buildings to
be built on the Chelmer reserve. Marchant
Park has 13 buildings, Windsor Park 11
buildings, Yeronga Park 18 buildings,
Albury Oval 8 buildings, Davies Park 11
buildings, Mowbray Park 6 buildings, Bal-
moral Park 9 buildings and the reserve at
Coopers Plains 11 buildings.

Mr. Burns: Have you ever been in Bal-
moral Park?

Mr. MILLER: No, but open spaces haven't
got to be parks.

Mr. Burns: That is the trouble with reading

figures. You must look at the parks~ to
see what they mean. Balmoral Park-is a
cemetery.

Mr. MILLER: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion does not seem to realise that we have
different sorts of parks and different sorts
of open spaces. We should not clutter thqm
up with Dbuildings. The Brisbane City
Council is using open spaces fqr its build-
ings. That is what we are trying to stop.
We believe in breathing-space.

Mr., Houston: Some of them have been
there for over 50 years.

Mr. MILLER: I don’t care how long they
have been in the park. From now on I want
this Government to take the responsibility
that clearly rests on its shoplders to see that
local government does not intrude into open
spaces in that way. The pumbers that I
have given show what is going on. Surely
the Leader of the Opposition would agree
with me that the handing over by the Bris-
bane City Council of parks to sporting
bodies so that they can fence them and erect
club-houses on them is leading towards a
most unsatisfactory type of development.

A number of parks contain sewerage-
treatment plants; others contain parking com-
pounds for Brisbane City Councﬂ.vehlcles,
water-supply depots, gravel depots, pipe yards,
two-storey office blocks for the Electricity
Department, sand and gravel depots, road-
ways and large areas of bare earth. Our
parks are being cluttered up by all those
things. If our open spaces are taken over by
the Brisbane City Council for its own use or
by the R.S.L. or subnormal children’s assoc-
iations

Mr., Houston: So what?

Mr. MILLER: So what! The honourable
member’s attitude is also that of the Brisbane
City Council, and it concerns me greatly as it
does thousands of other people. Open space
must be retained, and this fact is recognised
by town planners all over the world.

Mr. Porter: What happens when Brisbane
grows?
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My, MILLER: The Brisbane City Councii
is not concerned with what happens then.

Mr. Chinchen: Another thing: what has
happened to 2il the money they got from
the developers for the parks?

Mr. MILLER: The honourable member for
Mt, Gravatt has made a very valid point.
What has happened to the money taken by
the Brisbane City Council from the develop-
ers for the provision of parks within a radius
of one mile from the development? I do
not see the development of such parks.

Mr. Houston: How could you see them if
you never go round them?

Mr, MILLER: I wish the honourable mem-
ber would make sensible interjections. If
a park has not been developed, how could I
possibly go and see it? The point I am
making is that the Brisbane City Council
has taken money from developers and, under
the Act, is required to provide open spaces
and parks, but it has not done soc. Home-
owners pay high prices for land, and
included in the purchase price is a sum of
money that goes to the Brisbane City Council
as a contribution towards the cost of pro-
vision of open spaces.

Opposition Members interjected.

Mr. MILLER: T hope the Minister is tak-
ing note of the fact that, whereas Govern-
ment members are concerned about this mat-
ter, those members on the Opposition
benches show a total lack of concern for it.

Recently legislation was passed to allow
the library thai had been built in New Farm
Park to remain there. During the debate on
that matter, I claimed that we were creating
a precedent. We must make sure that that
type of thing does not happen again. Once
a precedent is set it can be followed time
and time again in park after park. The new
town plan must spell out clearly a prohibition
on the erection of libraries in open spaces,

Mr, K. J. Hooper: Why don’t you become
an alderman? You have never spoken on a
State issue in your life.

Mr. MILLER: While the Brisbane City
Council contains aldermen of the type who
are in it at the present time, it is the IeSpo -
sibility of the Government to keep them in
line. They are desecrating the cpen spaces
of Brisbane. All fair-minded citizens arxe
deeply concerned at the attitude adopted by
the Brisbane City Council. I remind the
honcurable member for Archerfield that the
Government has the responsibility to make
sure that the council works within the com-
fines of its ordinances. He would like us %o
sit back and say nothing. I wonder what his
attitude would be if the Brisbane City Councsil
were a Liberal council. We will, of course,
see hts aftitude in the very near future when
the Liberals take over. I have no douwbt
that he will voice his concern at what the
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next city council, 2 Liberal city council, does.
While Brisbane has a Labor city council,
Opposition members remain silent.

{Time expired.)

Mr. BURNS (Lytton—Leader of the
Opposition) (2.55 p.m.): It is a pity that the
honourable member for Ithaca has not repre-
sented his area properly In the last three
years, large arcas in my electorate have been
purchased for parkland. The Brisbane City
Council, in conjunction with the Federal
Government, bought a large area of land at
the corner of Kianawah Road and Wynnum
Road at a cost of $130,000. In addition, the
Bulimba Creek scheme is now Dbeing
developed. I understand that Forter’s pro-
perty, which is an old, historic piece of land
on Bulimba Creek, has been taken over
recently as part of a planned 27-bole golf
course. A boating lagoon, a trail bike area,
and a walk area have all been planned as
part of the Bulimba Creek scheme. If the
people of Ithaca are not getting a fair 80, it
is because over the years their representation
has been very pcor and nothing has been
done for them. Their representative has spent
most of his time whingeing in this Parlia-
ment instead of doing a job for the area.

I wish to deal. with the Clean Air Act
and the Clean Waters Act. I compliment the
Air Pollution Council on its last report. I
also compliment the Government on at Jast
bringing water and air under the one control.
Anybody who has ever complained about
odours and creek and river problems knows
that the buck is always passed. If a creek
is smelly, the air pollution people say it is
a water quality matter, and the water quality
people say, “It’s in the air; it’s an air-poliu-
tion matter.” At last we have one Minister
to receive our complaints. We should at Jeast
be able to get an answer; now the buck stops
there.

One of the State Government’s problems is
that it has never really believed that poliution
should be controlled. It believed that it had
to appear to do something about it, but it
did not really want to do anything in case
somebody might be hurt along the way. At
last the people will not cop it any longer,
and are saying that they want action. Even
the report of the Air Pollution Council shows
that more and more people are complaining
about pollution.

In 1959-60, a parliamentary committee
investigated air poilution in Brisbane. One
reason for our problems today is that
four years elapsed—from 1959 to 1963
—before an Act was even introduced to
Parliament to do something about the prob-
lems highlighted in 1959, and it was not
until 1965 that it was implemented. And
at that stage it was brought in only to cover
Brisbane. It was not until September 1970
that it covered the rest of the State. We gave
polluters in Brisbane and elsewhere seven
years to comply with the provisions of the
Act, that is, until May 1972 in Brisbane,
and until 1977 outside the capital cily. From
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1959, when we first carried out the investiga-
tion, to 1972 in Brisbane, and until 1977 in
the country, the Government was misleading
the people of the State when it said that it
was interested In pollution. It was doing
nothing about it. That is a fact that cannot
be denied. Government reports and Acts
indicate how the legislation was slowly pro-
claimed and implemented over the years.

Government members believe that if they
set up an industry they have an absolute
right to pollute to a certain level. Sooner
or Jater we must say “We want clean
air”. The people are entitled to breathe clean
air. If we are amending the Act, it is time
that we wrote into it a right for citizens to
sue when their privacy is invaded in this way
by the polluter who sets up next doer and
pollutes them out of their homes. In the
same way, their privacy is invaded by people
whe burn fires in their back yards on wash-
ing days or when neighbours have friends
in for a barbecue.

In other countries people have a right to
use similar legislation for their own protec-
tion. But it seems that we cannot do it herel
I shouid like to see the Government do it,
but I do not think it will. I feel that we
may have to change the Act sc that the
ordinary citizen can do something about it—
sc that he can go to court and sue for
justice.

The report indicates that the Act is to be
amended at a later stage. While we are
changing the Act we should seriously think
about restoring the union represeniation on
the councii. The previous union representa-
tive resigned because the Governor in
Council overrode a decision that the Air
Pollution Council made believing it to be
in the interests of the people of the State.
Edgar Williams, the union representative,
resigned and was not replaced. We should
also extend the number of people on the
council. The people ought to be entitled to
have a say. The public are entitled to be
involved because there is nothing more per-
sonal and important than the air a person
breathes and the way his home life is
destroyed. On page 3 the report refers to
areas such as Murarrie, Hemmant and Tin-
galpa. Honourable members should read the
type of industries in those areas and the
comments of the experts. They would then
realise that something must be done about
town-planning.

We must start to .give some autonomy to
the Air Pollution Council or, when town
plans are prepared, it will simply lodge an
objection to the town plan. In fact it lodged
an objection to the last town plan. That
was its only way of trying to protect the
citizens,

We cannot allow planning to confinue in
this way. Year after year we have lived
with the mistakes that were made in the
past and have added to them. Industries
were built on the southside of the river at the
beginning of the century. Because they were

[30 OcroBer 1975]

(FEstimates) 1651

established there then, we h.ave 'allowegi new
industries and other polluting industries to
become established beside them.

We have just made another decision regard-
ing the new port. As a result large areas
have been rezoned. Every polluting harbour
industry has a right under the Brishane Town
Plan to establish in the area from Bulimba
Point to the mouth of the Brisbane River.
All they have to do is to obtain a certificate
from Sir David Muir to the effect they are
involved in harbour industries or export
indusiries and they are allowed to establish
there.

The Brisbane City Council can force them
to comply with the building and structure
ordinances; but the State Government IS
responsible for making certain that these
industries are ciean. It is a joke in the
community that only one industry in the
whole of the State has been fined—3$50 plus
$2.5C costs of court!

Mr, Moore: What was that—Bretis?

Mr, BURNS: It was Mount Isa Mines
Ltd. No-one in Brisbane has been fined. A
person who drives across the bridge every
day can see the smoke pouring out of the
factories in South Brisbane, but no fines have
been levied.

No educational facilities are available.
The report says that there are few educa-
tional facilities that can be provided to help
us. 1t says that an industry must pass or
fail the test on smoke pollution based on the
Ringlemann chart. Bui where can a copy of
it be obtained so that people can judge
whether white, grey or black smoke passes
or fails the test or is acceptable urnder the
standards? There is little or no material fo
hand out to the children in schools and to
other people who want educational 'facihtles.
1 am not saying this; it is beiug said by the
experts that the Government employs.

Look at the list of staff employed to
police the Clean Air Act—one inspector. He
is named in the front of the report. To
police the Clean Waters Act, we have two
inspectors with one vacancy.

Now that the Minister is in the Chamber,
I give him credit for doing a good job. He
is far better than Sir Douglas Tooth, who
was never interested in the part of l}ls port-
folio covering clean air. Every time the
people tried to ask him something about it,
he ignored them. When they had a problem,
he should have been prepared to front up
to them and listen to them. Bui he always
refused.

The Government cannoct continue to avoid
its responsibility on the ground of a shortage
of inspectors and a shortage of staff. Reports
from the water quality people indicate that
the conditions under which they work are
bad. Neither the Water Quality Council nor the
Air Pollution Council has the staff required
to carry out its job. Pollution from some
of our industries occurs regularly after
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5 p.m. and over the week-ends and never
on week days. Fish are killed in Bulimba
Creek over the week-end.

On Saturday mornings, people ring up
and say that fish are lying dead along miles
of the banks. Obviously an industry let
polluted material flow into the creek on
Friday night because it knew there were
no inspectors to look into the matter until
half past 8 or 9 o’clock on Monday morning.
People who ring up at 8 o'clock at night
and say that they cannot breathe because of
the smell of the rubbish being poured into
the creek laugh when told that all we can
do is advise them to ring up on Monday
morning and complain. They say that by
then the breeze will have blown the smell
away and the pollution will be gone.

We cannot continue to claim that we are
interested in the environment or doing some-
thing for these people if we have to say,
“We do not have the staff.” We must do
something about it. We have to spend more
money on staff. We have to prove that we
are interested in cleaning up the environment;
that we are interested in doing something to
combat pollution. If we are, the Minister
must be allowed more money and staff so
that he can supply 24. hours a day, seven
days a week a service to which people can
report this problem.

In some departments a man is on call
at home and is available. He can take a
complaint and, if necessary, arrange for an
inspector to go out. I do not suggest that
an officer has to sit in the headquarters of
the Air Pollution Council or the Water
Quality Council all night waiting for someone
to ring and complain. But someone shouid
be available to talk to local residents who
are experiencing pollution problems at the
time pollution occurs.

Some people sitting in the lobby have
probably been driven crazy by members of
the community. From time to time they have
probably had a few things said to them
that should not have been said. I do not
really object to that, because I know that
people get upset and concerned when these
things happen to them. A fellow who is at
home watchirg TV, who is not on duty and
not being paid for his time, must be con-
cerned wher people contact him about these
matters. But the people who complain can-
not be blamed. They are suffering and need
action. And we must see that they get it.

Pollution in Lytton affects the whole of
this city. Sea breezes blow across Lytton
into the city, and are finally stopped by hills
that surround the city. The first committee
set up by this Parliament in 1959 to investi-
gate pollution found that Brisbane has 2
greater pollution potential than Los Angeles.
Now, -in 1975, even more industries are to
be established at the mouth of the river.. We
congratulate ourselves that we stopped the
construction of a cement works at Hamilton.
Where did it go then? To the mouth of
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the river near Pinkenba, where possibie pol-
lution from it will be even worse. It is
stated in this year’s annual report that the
fall-out from the Darra cement works was
worse than it was last year. And we are
supposedly progressing! The same company
is now building a cement works at the mouth
of the river, with an output of 40,000—or
is it 400,0007—tons a year. If it is 40,000
tons and the fall-out is 1 per cent, that
represeats 400 tons. If it is 400,000 tons,
the fall-out is 4,000 tons.

People now understand that these things
are happening; one learns this from talking
and listening to them. If people build
homes worth $30,000 or $40,000, are others
to be allowed to set up industries across the
road and pollute them? This is what has
been allowed under Brisbane town-planning
laws, laws that have been passed by this
Assembly.  Town-planning is under the
control of the Minister. I will say to his
credit that he listened to people in my area
who approached him and showed him the
folly of 'some of the decisions of planners.
In this area are two meatworks, two bacon
factories, a chicken abattoir, a fish market,
a tannery, two hide-drying works, a fertiliser
plant and an oil refinery.

Mr. Hinze: Would you like to swap?

Mr. BURNS: No; I am quite happy. 1
live in Lytton. On 7 December last, T was
more than pleased with the result in Lytton.
1 was very pleased to have them all on my
side, and I shall be more than pleased to
stay with them for years to come.

Mr. Hinze: Nobody else wants it.

Mr. BURNS: Maybe that is so. But with
the Minister’s help, and the implementation
of the Act, the area can be cleaned up. The
people there will then live in an area that is
both close to the city and very beautiful.

I think that the State should give con-
sideration to the construction of industrial
sewage plants. State industrial estates are
being established in this area. There are
such estates at Colmslie, Gibson Island and
Lytton, and Fisherman Islands at the mouth
of the river is to become an industrial
complex. The Minister will be aware of
the discussions that have taken place over
sewage planning, and whether these facilities
will be provided by the Brisbane City Council
or some other authority. Before estates that
are to handle heavy and dirty industries are
established, the Government should be pre-
pared to install treatment plants that will
break down industrial discharge and make it
acceptable to the city council sewage system.
I do not think the ordinary ratepayer in the
area could reasonably be expected to pay
for the extra treatment required.

There would not be an industry established
along Bulimba Creek that would not accept
such a proposal. Indeed, they would prob-
ably be pleased to have such a plant built
because it would save them the charges that
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they now have to pay to have their discharges
treated. I think that this shouid be a cost
on taxpayers generally, because it would be
of benefit to all. Obviously sewage charges
would be set according to the type of
discharge.

I also think that industries that are pre-
pared to reduce their pollution levels below
acceptable standards should be given tax
incentives. The Government should say to
them, “We want you to clean up pollution.
If you are prepared to clean it up and spend
money in this way, we would be prepared to
assist you by way of tax incentives.”

Mr. Lee: A rate incentive, too?

Mr. BURNS: That is another question. It
is not our decision. If a firm is prepared to
spend a sizeable amount of money on pollu-
tion control, why should it not be given
some assistance? There are, of course, many
industries that are not prepared to spend
money in this way. They are hiding behind
the Act and taking advantage of the lack
of inspectors.” We all know that in polluting
on Friday nights and at week-ends, they are
merely dodging the law. They know that
there are no staff and facilities to cope with
the situation, and that they can get away with
what they are doing. It is essential to pro-
vide facilities for handling this situation.

The Minister has been making some plav
on noise and what he will do about it.
May I suggest that we ought to know the
Government’s attitude to the new airport in
Brisbane because I am becoming more and
more concerned about the decision to build
a new airport on the north side in the
Nudgee area. What will be the position
with regard to noise pollution and even
accident control in the future?

Honourable members should think about
what happened the other day in Cairns. We
have to start to think about people who
live somewhere around the airport. It is a
built-up area now. It is not a matter of
saying that the airport is to be built out
in an open area; the area, which has been
left as swamp land for some years, is to
be built up. We are talking about taking
millions of tonnes of sand out of the bay,
yet honourable members talk about the
environment.

I want to talk about present noise problems.
The Department of Civil Aviation tell us
that there is no noise problem from the
airport along the south side of the river
bank. If honourable members talk to anyone
who lives at Wynnum North, Lindum or
Cannon Hill, they will soon be told about
the noise problem they experience early on
many mornings. They should come to
Cannon Hill and hear the Air New Zealand
jet leave the airport and turn on a course
which takes it over my home. 1 have letters
here from the Department of Civil Aviation.
I have only five minutes left, so I will not
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read them into “Hansard”, but I ocught to.
The department makes excuses about the
reason for jets turning that way.

Now we even have the F111As doing
test landings at the airport so that, in the
event of problems at Amberley, the pilots
will be familiar with it. We now have to
bring them into the Brisbane airport to
practise emergency landings. We have these
planes flying in and out on these tests and
always at 8 at night. They fly right over
the people in the caravan park at the mouth
of Bulimba Creek at Morgans Moorings.
They fly over Lindum and other residential
areas, yet the department says to us, “It
is only an occasional occurrence.” Today
noise is a chronic disease rather than an
occasional ailment. It drives people off
their heads, and many people today

Mir. Lee: Do you think it is not a wise
idea to shift the airport out?

Mr. BURNS: Yes. I think it is time
we looked at the proposal before we spend
any money on airport development, especially
on new runways and equipment. We have
to look at it to see whether we still firmly
believe it should go there.

Mr. Lee: Do you think it should be there
or not?

Mr. BURNS: I do not know whether
it should be moved at this stage or not,
but I think we ought to consider it. It is
not just a matter of saying that a decision
was made five or six years ago that the new
airport would be built when the money is
made available.

My. Wharton: I think we should shift
the noisy members.
Mr. BURNS: 1 am probably a noisy

member, but I think it is time we got a
little bit noisy. It is about time we spoke
up and were heard on these questions,
because for too long pollution, for instance,
has been pushed under the counter. People
have been buying homes in my area across
the road from industries which have been
allowed to pollute for years. Those indus-
tries have said, “We will get away with it.
We will push the people out of the area as
they arrive.” Complaint after complaint
still comes in about the Ampol Oil Refinery
at the mouth of the river. The management
says it does not cause any pollution and
that it does not create the greasy fall-out
that builds up on the sides of houses and
ruins the paint. Members should go to
Wynnum North Heights on some nights
when the after-burner is operating. It roars
on and causes a greasy fall-out.

The Minister’s inspectors are currently at
Tingalpa looking at houses that went black
overnight for some reason. Those officers
say they cannot supply us with information,
We need more and more officers and more
and more information. Omne of the ways
we will get people to assist us—and this
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is what we have to do when we are short
of staff—is to supply them with information
so that they can understand what is happen-
ing. One of the biggest problems I see
with the Clean Waters Act and the Clean
Air Act is the secrecy associated with them,
and even with the department. Departmental
officers write to people such as me and say,
“f am not really supposed to make much
contact with politicians. T'll come down and
see you with the Minister.” The provisions
of the Clean Water Act provide that he is
not required, in fact he is forbidden to
give anybody details about discharges, which
are allowed by the Government, into our
rivers. That is crazy. The Government seems
to be saying, “We will give you a licence
to pollute. We will let you pour a certain
amount of rubbish into the river but we
will not tell the public what it is.”

(Time expired.)

Mr. GIBBS (Albert) (3.15 p.mu): T rise——

Mr. Hanpson: What are we going (o talk
about now?

Mrx. GIBBS: The old publican from up
there now.

Mr. Hinze: Tell us about his watered beer
up in his Gladstone pub.

Mr. GIBBS: Yes, I think I will bring it
up under the Clean Waters Act. I support
the comments of the Minister for Local
Government and Main Roads and compliment
him on the way he introduced these Estimates,

Local government has come cut of a low-
key period. There is no doubt that the
Local Government Department had wvery
fittle significance before 1956. It did wvery
littie for local authorities and, as far as I
can ascertain from my research, subsidies, if
they existed, were negligible. After 1956
the improvement was siow, and things did
not really begin to locok up until the Hon-
ourable Henry McKechnie became Minister
for Local Government. It was unfortumste
that, because of health problems, he <wwas
unable to carry on the job, but it was very
pleasing to see the present Minister, the
Honourable Russ Hinze, take control of
the Department of Local Government as
well as the Department of Main Roads.

Mr. Frawley: Do you think it may have
been because of his Iocal authoerity experience
as chairman of the Albert Shire Council?

Mr. GIBBS: Yes, I think his experience
as chairman of the Albert Shire Coumcil
for many years has given the Minister the
background that he needs to make the Depart-
ment of Local Government and his Ministry
really tick. With the combination of the
Minister and the very competent officers
associated both with the Main Roads Depart-
ment and the Yocal Government Depariment,
success is assured.

In the early days before 1956, of course,
no-one encouraged local authorities to ingro-
duce by-laws that would bring developments
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up to very high standards. As a result,
today many local authorities such as the Gold
Coast City Council and the Albert Shire
Council have tremendous backlogs of work
to overcome. In the ward that I represent
on the Gold Coast alone, there is a back-
log of about $3,000,000 worth of work. If
assistance could be provided for that back-
log to be overcome, it would be possible
for the council to coast along and handle
the situation without very much trouble.

As member for Albert, I represent part of
the city of the Gold Coast and part of the
Albert Shire, and together the city and the
shire have greater potential than any other
area in Queensland or, indeed, in Australia.
I take great pride in representing ihese areas.

It is very interesting to note the mumber
of Acts which are administered and the
number of ministerial responsibilities that
are carried cut by the Minister for Local
Government and Main Roads. He adminis-
ters the Clean Air Act, the Clean Waters
Act and town planning Acts, all of which
are important to people. In fact, the Depart-
ment of Local Government is the closest
Government department to the people of
this State. It works down through the Local
Government Association of Queensland and
the local authorities to the people. Almost
everything that affects the people of Queens-
land comes under.the Department of Local
Government.

Many probiems confront local government
today. Local authorities are assuming greater
responsibilities and are being saddled with
welfare services that traditionally have been
the province of the Federal Government
because of the direct relationship between fax-
ation and social services to the community.
This additional burden, instead of being chan-
nelled, as it should be, through State Govern-
ments, is being handled directly by the Federal
Government. In miy opinion, that is a very
bad policy. Everything that goes to local
authorities should go through the State Gov-
ernment—there is no doubt about that-—
because it gives local authorities great support
by way of subsidies.

As to subsidies, I ask the Minister at this
stage—] have already mentioned the matter
to the Premier—to change the word “sub-
sidy” to “grant”. “Subsidy” is not a very
strong word; it does not mean much to the
veople of the State. I speak to people who
are very surprised when I teli them how much
the Government makes available in subsidies.
I should be able to say to them, “So much
has been made available as a grant for the
Advancetown Dam.”

1 should like to indicate to the Committee
the total capital works subsidies paid by the
State Government in 1974-75. Fifteen cities
received a total of $11,050,000; four towns
received $492,000 and 12 shires received
$10,780,000—a total of $22,322,000. Break-
ing down that total—subsidies om water
totalted $9,276,000, on sewerage $9,297,000,
on roads, streets and bridges $3,084,000 and
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on sundry items $665,000. The Gold Coast
City Council received a total of $3,348,000
as subsidies on works for 1974-75. In addit-
ion, a special Treasury grant of $5,000,00C
was set aside. That grant had no strings
attached. The money could be spent by a
shire wherever it wanted to spend it. That
$5,000,000 was allocated on the basis of
$1,500,000 for local authority main roads
works, which would be shared expenditure,
and $3,500,000 for straight-out grants to local
authorities—non-repayable grants -with no
strings attached. That financial assistance
helped much more than the R.E.D. scheme
money. We must not knock the fact that
R.E.D. scheme certainly kept many men
employed, but the money was wasted on all
sorts of unproductive stone-work and rock-
work. Any money that is spent on some-
thing that is not productive is wasied.

In the 1873-76 programme, the Treasurer
has set aside $30,000,000 for subsidies and
$5,463,000 for direct grants, with no strings
attached, to local authorities. It is significant
that 40 per cent subsidy is paid by this Gov-
ernment on all ‘sewerage projects. In addit-
ion it pays 15 per cent subsidy on normal
permanent works and 334 per cent on dam

construction. They are called “subsidies” but
they should be called *grants”. They are
grants to the local authorities. 1 ask the

Minister to consider submitting to Cabinet
that the name be changed. That money is
not like the money Mr. Uren dishes out. He
sends a letter to a local authority saying,
“Here is a grant” 1t was printed in the
newspapers that the Gold Coast City Council
was given a grant by Mr. Uren. He gave us
a grant of $750,000 to help with our sewer-
age. Of course, we found out from the
small print that it was repayable at the bond
rate of interest on the worst possible re-
payment terins.

Mr, Hansom: You knocked it back.

. Mr. GIBBS: We did. We refused to take
it because it was money we could not afford.
In our area it would have taken the pedestal
charge from about $80 up to about $150.
After we hassled with Mr. Uren he offered us
30 per cent subsidy as sewerage backlog
money. That is not too bad, but it is not
nearly as good as what we can get from the
State Government. The Federal Government
should give the State Government the money
to dish out.

Mr., Hinze: What did the Commonwealth
Government give you in grants this year?

Mr. GIBBS: Nothing. Of course, nothing
from nothing leaves nothing. The year
before, it was the same—nothing. Next
year it will probably be nothing again.

Mr. Burns: What did you get from the

Liberal Government?

. Mr. GIBBS: We know which side our bread
is buttered on. There is the A.A.P. pro-
gramme, this programme and that programme,
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The Federal Government is always say_ing
what it is going toc do. 1t is long on promises
but short on results.

Mr. Burps interjected.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN (Mr.
Miller): Order! The honourable member for
Lytton has had an opportunity to make his
speech.

Mr. GIBBS: He talks about air pollution
at Lyttoen. With all the rubbish he carries
on with, he causes more pollution than any-
one else.

In my electorate the Advancetown Dam
is under construction, and I am told that
it is the biggest undertaking by any local
authority in Australia. I am disturbed to
learn that a Water Board has been set up
and that my area may come within its
jurisdiction. I ask the Minister to give special
consideration to the Gold Coast and the
southern portion of the Albert Shire, where
there is no problem in the reticulation of
water. The engineers and officers of the
Local Government Department are doing a
wonderful job in implementing the Advance-
town scheme. When completed, the dam will
solve the problem of water reticulation in
my area and will also become a place where
people can pleasantly spend their leisure
time,

The Minister has taken the lead in the
fight against pollution. He and his depart-
mental officers have made a positive approach
to overcoming the problem. In our local
newspapers I have had articles published con-
cerning litter on the highways. It is time
that on-the-spot fines were intreduced for
people who make a mess on the highways.

The highway through my electorate is now
in first-class condition. It has been restored
completely by the Main Roads Department
since the 1974 floods. I do not know where
the department found the necessary finance,
but the highway is now in beautiful condition
and, with the grass alongside the road sur-
faces kept mown, it presents a picture. It
is, however, spoiled by people whom I
would term filthy fools—those who thought-
lessly throw rubbish out of their cars. It
seems to be a case of “out of sight, out
of mind.” To overcome this problem, per-
haps the Minister could institute a Filthy
Fools Award of the Year to be presented
to the worst litter bug on the Gold Coast.
I have no doubt that it would be won by
the member for Archerfield.

The Minister is continually upgrading legis-
lation, much of which was introduced by
his predecessor, Henry McKechnie. The
introduction of standard building by-laws is
worthy of special praise. Later I should
like to see the introduction of standard sub-
divisional by-laws to do away with bad
development. Much of the backlog in local
government works programmes is due to past
bad development, which was encouraged by
the Labor Government prior to 1956. It
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gave no incentive whatever to local authori-
ties to upgrade their ordinances and by-laws.
It will cost millions of dollars of ratepayers’
money to catch up with this backlog. The
problem is aggravated, of course, by rising
prices, the escalation of costs and inflation.

It was interesting to hear the comments
of the Leader of the Opposition concerning
Brisbane Airport. Guess who is responsible
for it—Charlie Jones! He would be the
greatest at misleading the public. He makes
half-statements and utters half-truths. Our
Minister has to do his best to try to put
the facts straight. I hope the Leader of
the Opposition has a ge at Charlie Jones,
though I doubt it. He has never supported
me or the Minister in our condemnation of
Mr. Jones. Fancy him telling the Minister
to have a look at the airport and the
poliution problems there.

I agree that the airport should not be
extended as proposed. When Tullamarine
Airport was established, the Federal Govern-
ment bought large fracts of land surrounding

it and then sold the land to developers..

1 venture to suggest that the same thing
will happen in Brisbane. People have urged
the imposition of curfews on the arriva