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846 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

TUESDAY, 28 OCTOBER, 1958. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. A. R. Fletcher, 
Cunningham) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

CLARE TOBACCO FARMERS. 

Mr. DA VIES (Maryborough) asked the 
Minister for Public Lands and Irrigation-

" (1) How many farmers at Clare grow 
tobaccoW" 

"(2) What is the total quantity of 
tobacco leaf sold from this settlement dur­
ing the last twelve months~" 

"(3) What was the average price 
received''' 

"(4) How many farmers are dependent 
entirely on tobacco growing~" 

"(5) On how many of the farms does 
nut-grass not interfere with the develop­
ment of the tobacco planU" 

"(6) How many farmers do not grow 
tobacco and what crops do these farmers 
grow''' 

'' (7) Are any farms unoccupied at 
present' If so, how many, and how long 
have they been unoccupied~'' 

" ( 8) Is irrigation available for all 
farms~'' 

Hon. A. G. MULLER (Fassifern) 
:replied-

'' Whilst the questions asked relate only 
to the Clare Irrigation Area, I have 
included in the answers the relevant details 
in respect of the other irrigation areas on 
the Burdekin River--that is-Millaroo and 
Dalbeg, for the information of the Honour­
able Member." 

"(1.) In the 1957 tobacco season 138 
farmers in the Burdekin Area grew 
tobacco comprising 56 at Clare, 52 at 
Millaroo and 30 at Dalbeg. Current 
season plantings of tobacco are: Clare, 
48 farmers, 380 acres; Millaroo, 48 
farmers, 410 acres; Dalbeg, 35 farmers, 
360 acres; total, 131 farmers, 1,150 
acres.'' 

" (2.) The quantity of tobacco leaf 
sold during the last 12 months was­
Glare, 286,000 lbs.; Millaroo, 314,600 lbs.; 
Dalbeg, 297,000 lbs.; total, 897,600 lbs. 
or 448.8 short tons.'' 

"(3.) The average price per pound of 
tobacco leaf sold at the 1958 sales was 
129.5d. (Clare), 121d. (Millaroo), and 
128d. (Dalbeg) with a district average 
of 126.5d. '' 

" ( 4.) Practically all of the Clare, 
Millaroo and Dalbeg farmers have relied 
on tobacco to provide their main source 
of income but a number have produced 
other crops in addition, such as seed 
beans, fresh beans and maize.'' 

"(5.) Twenty-three farms at Clare are 
known to have moderate to severe nut­
grass infestations and the balance of pro­
ducing farms are understood to be sub­
stantially free at the moment. No farms 
in the Millaroo and Dalbeg areas are 
known to be seriously infested.'' 

'' ( 6.) Of the 62 Clare farmers in resi­
dence in their farms at present, 14 are 
not growing tobacco this season. At 
Millaroo 5 farmers are not growing this 
season. All farmers at Dalbeg are grow­
ing this season. &>me of the settlerlil 
not growing tobacco are growing small 
areas of other crops but they are mainly 
working for other farmers or in other 
private employment.'' 

'' (7.) The following farms are vacant 
at present :-Clare, 9 (vacant from a few 
weeks to two years); Millaroo, 3 (tw~ 
recently vacated, third vacated some time 
ago) ; Dalbeg, Nil; total, 12.'' 

" ( 8.) Irrigation supply is available 
to all farms opened for settlement in the 
Clare, Millaroo, and Dalbeg areas.'' 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS AT LOAN CoUNCIL 
MEETINGS. 

Mr. DAVIES (Maryborough) asked th 
Treasurer and Minister for Housing-

'' Does he receive a transcript of p· 
ceedings at the Loan Council meetings~ 
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so, will he table in Parliament any reports 
of meetings held since August, 1958, and 
seek permission to have them printed~'' 

Hon. A. W. MUNRO (Toowong-Minister 
:for Justice), for Hon. T. A. IHLEY 
( Coorparoo), replied-

'' Unlike Premiers' Conferences, there 
are no verbatim recordings made of pro­
ceedings at Loan Council Meetings. How­
ever, minutes of such meetings are circu­
lated and a copy thereof is received by the 
Honourable the Treasurer. It is not pro­
posed to table any reports of any Loan 
Council Meetings for any one or more of 
the following reasons-(a) Such minutes 
are marked ''Strictly Confidential.'' (b) 
Attendance at Loan Council Meetings is 
confined to Loan Council members and their 
attendant staffs and Commonwealth and 
State Ministers; members of Government 
Parties in the Federal Parliament have 
been specifically excluded from Loan 
Council Meetings. (c) T.here have been no 
meetings of the Loan Council since August, 
1958.'' 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the State Children Department 
for the year 1957-1958. 

Report of the Queensland Radium Institute 
for the year 1957-1958. 

Report on the operations of the Sub­
Departments of Native Affairs, "Even­
tide'' Sandgate, ''Eventide'' Charters 
Towers, ''Eventide'' Rockhampton, 
Institution for Inebriates Marburg, and 
Queensland Industrial Institution for the 
Blind. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table:-

Orders in Council under the Abattoirs Acts, 
1930 to 1949. 

TUBERCULOSIS FURTHER AGREEMENT 
BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Hon. H. W. NOBLE (Yeronga-Minister 
for Health and Home Affairs) : I move-

'' That the House will, at its next sit­
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirableness 
of introducing a Bill to authoris.e the 
Governor in Council of the State of 
Queensland to enter into with the Governor­
General of the Commonwealth of Aus­
tralia a further arrangement for the con­
tinuance by this State, subject to agreed 
conditions, of service8 and facilities for 
the diagnosis, treatment, and coutrol of 
tuberculosis provided pursuant to a pre­
viouR such arrangement, and for other 
incidental purposes." 
Motion agreed to. 

REGISTRATION OF FIRMS ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Hon. A. W. MUNRO (Toowong-Minister 
for Justice): I move-

'' That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirableness 
of introducing a Bill to amend the Regis­
trati~n of ~irms Acts, 1942 to 1953, in 
certa1n part1eulars. '' 
Motion agreed to. 

BUILDING SOCIETIES ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Hon. A. W. JUUNRO (Toowong-Minister 
for Justice): I move-

'' That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirableness 
of introducing a Bill to amend the Build­
ing Societies Acts, 1886 to 1956, in certain 
particulars.'' 
Motion agreed to. 

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

SECOND READING-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Debate resumed from 22 October (see 
page 790) on Mr. Morris's motion-

'' That the Bill be now read a second 
time.'' 

Hoo. W. POWER (Baroona) (11.14 
a.m.): The Minister for Labour and Industry 
said that there had been no opposition to 
the Bill by the trade unions that met him in 
conference. Advice received by me from 
persons who attended that conference 
indicated that there was opposition to every 
provision of the Bill. They wanted the Act 
to remain as it was. Evidently there has 
been some misunderstanding about what took 
place at that conference. When a Bill is 
to be introduced affecting only one section 
of the community-in this instance the ice 
manufacturers-why are representatives of 
the meat companies and milk companies who 
are in no way affected by it called into con­
ference on such a measure~ It looks to me 
that this Bill is the first step towards further 
exemptions for pressure groups who are today 
forcing the Government to introduce legis­
lation to benefit them alone. 

I remind the Minister that some time ago 
there was an explosion of a refrigeration 
plant at an hotel and some persons lost their 
lives. Any action that the Government may 
take to remove safety precautions and condi­
tions is a retrograde step and one not in the 
best interests of the people. It should be 
our desire at all times to provide the neces­
sary safety regulations for the protection 



848 Inspection of Machinery [ASSEMBLY.] Acts Amendment Bill. 

of the public. I do not know of any hard­
ship being inflicted on anybody by the Inspec­
tion of Machinery Acts. When I administered 
these Acts, there was no opposition from the 
people who were affected by the legislation, 
which provided for the protection not only of 
the people operating the machine, but also the 
people employed in proximity to it. This 
Bill is a very retrograde step and one that 
has been strongly opposed by the tracle 
unions. If they were not opposed. to it why 
'Sere they at a conference dealing with the 
matted I cannot understand the informa­
tion that has been supplied by the Minister. 
I do not suggest for a moment that he is 
misleading the House, but somebody must 
have misunderstood the position, because 
there is violent opposition from the trade 
unions to this Bill. If it is passed in its 
present form I foresee further interference 
with the authority of the Machinery Depart­
ment; further risks will be inevitable. Under 
this Bill Orders in Council may be issued 
granting certain exemptions. I remind hon. 
members of the bitter opposition of m.embers 
of the Government to this power when they 
were in opposition. They complained that 
we were being governed by regulation, but 
they now realise that it is necessary for a 
Government to have power to issue Orders in 
Council to meet circumstances that arise from 
time to time. I am glad that hon. members 
of the Government have been converted and 
now realise that what was done by previous 
Governments was essential in the interests of 
the people and the State. The exemption 
which it proposed to grant is not worth the 
paper it is written on. It says-

'' Any such exemption may be subjected 
to such conditions (including conditions 
requiring a person who holds under this 
Act.'' 

''A certificate of competency authoris­
ing him to take charge of that refriger­
ation machinery to be in attendance thereon 
at periodical intervals, and so that the 
same shall not be left continuously unat­
tended by such a person for longer than a 
specified. period of tithe) . . • " 

The Government realise there is some neces­
sity for some person to be about the place 
from time to time. They seek to put the onus 
on the Chief Inspector. There is nothing 
mandatory in the amendment. I am not 
satisfied that the Government are providing 
a proper measure of protection for the 
people affected. I propose in Committee to 
move an amendment deleting the word "may" 
and inserting the word ''shall,'' thus making 
it mandatory that somebody must be about 
the place at given times so that the machine 
will be subject to some supervision. 

Mr. DEWAR (Chermside) (11.20 a.m.): 
The debate on the Bill has been fairly 
extensive, but I should say that only 10 per 
cent. of the comments of hon. members 
opposite have been based on fact. The 
material they did not read from briefs was 
pure claptrap; indeed, most of the prepared 
material could be put in that classification. 

For the last 20 to 30 years in industry 
there has been a continuous trend to improve­
ment. vVe have come a long way from the 
horse and buggy days. Very few horses 
are used on farms. Their place has been 
taken by tractors. Hon. members of the 
official Opposition have not advanced beyond 
the horse and buggy days. Although we 
see no horses and buggies in the streets, hon. 
members opposite want to retain the horse 
troughs on the roads. They may serve a 
useful purpose. The members of the two 
Labour Parties may like to use them for 
dipping their respective Leaders. That 
is the only good purpose I can think of 
for horse troughs in these days of mechanisa­
tion. 

As I have said, improvement in industry 
has been continuous. We have witnessed the 
evolution of power machinery. At first 
steam was the motive power. The suction 
gas engine was then developed, to be followed 
by the semi-diesel, the diesel and then the 
electric motor. Surely this or any Govern­
ment must amend legislation to keep pace 
with modernisation in industry. 

The steam engine was :fitted with a gov­
ernor. On occasions the governor jammed 
and the engine raced, and so there was need 
for continuous attendance on that engine_ 
Without that attention, a steam engine could 
cause havoc or damage. The suction gas 
plant also needed constant attention. It 
had to be greased and re-fuelled and gauges 
had to be read. When used in the ice manu­
facturing industry, this plant needed con­
stant attention. As the diesel engine was 
perfected, the need for constant surveillance 
became less. The diesel is the most efficient 
type of internal combustion engine. The 
next step in the pattern of progress was the 
introduction of the electric motor. I suppose 
it would be safe to say that over 90 per 
cent. of industrial machinery is now run by 
electric power. Even electric plant was 
not entirely efficient at :first, because the 
electric motors in those days were fairly 
crude. They generally had an open end 
through which dust and fluff was sucked into 
the motor. These particles of dust tended 
to cause shorts in the armature, and :fires 
started. Tremendous improvements in these 
motors have now been made, and today they 
are totally enclosed with an inbuilt fan 
circulating system, and it is virtually 
impossible for dust to enter the motor. 
Electricians of skill have effected a further 
improvement, the electric cut-out, for use 
on air compressors, refrigeration compres­
sors, and other plant working on a pressure 
system. When a certain pressure is reached 
the motor automatically cuts out. I should 
say that the safety factors that apply to 
electric cut-outs are more efficient than th< 
human mind. 

Mr. Houston: How long have they bee 
in~ 

Mr. DEWAR: They have been develop 
in the post-war years. 
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Mr. Lloyd interjected. 

~Ir. DEWAR: As the hon. member for 
Kedron has not been present during the dis­
cussion he will find reference to the fully 
automatic equipment on page 1 of the Bill. 

I remind the hon. member for Baroona that 
in 1952 he introduced a Bill to amend the 
Inspection of Machinery Acts to provide that 
certificated operators must be provided for 
all machinery with engine capacity of 64 
circular inches. At that time I pointed out 
to him that my inquiries from eminent con­
sulting engineers disclosed that they had 
never heard of circular inches. I found out 
that the circular inches referred to by the 
hon. member for Baroona represented the 
square of the diameter. In other words, if 
you had a diameter of 3 inches you had a 
circular inch capacity of 9, and if you had 6 
cylinders in the engine you had 54 circular 
inches. A man could drive a Ford VS down 
the road with a 72 circular-inch capacity by 
proving that he could steer the car, but if he 
stopped the car and fitted an air com­
pressor at the side of the road he would 
need a certificated man to operate it. I 
pointed that out to show the farce of 
the measure. On that occasion I pointed 
out that the hon. gentleman was protecting 
the inefficient and created a hazard to human 
life. The only important thing concerned 
with a diesel engine is the horsepower 
capacity. Diesel manufacturers work on 
effective pressure. A man who builds an 
engine with a large cylinder has a low pres­
sure, a great safety factor. The Bill that 
was introduced by the hon. member was to 
protect the man who produced the small 
cylinder with the high pressure. So much 
for the hon. member for Baroona and his 
knowledge of this particular subject. 

In the early stages of this Bill the hon. 
member for Baroona asked how many ice 
manufacturers there were in Brisbane with 
plants under 50-ton capacity. He said that 
he had made inquiries and found that there 
were only two. I have taken the trouble to 
get the figures. Let me say that a 50-ton 
compressor theoretically can produce only 24 
tons of ice every 24 hours. In actual fact, 
the average 50-ton compressor produces 
between 16 and 18 tons of ice in every 24 
hours. 

The Leader of the Opposition made many 
mistakes, which is not unusual. He quickly 
found his level when he went into Opposi­
tion. There are 18 ice producers in the 
Brisbane and Redeliffe area. Many eater for 
cold-storage facilities to make a living. Of 
11 ice-producers in Brisbane, two have 
plants with a capacity of 10 tons and under 
10 tons, six have plants with a tonnage capa­
city of 20 tons and under, three have plants 
with a capacity of over 20 and only one 
,as a capacity of more than 50 tons. It is 
ignifieant that this firm does not have an 
·1tomatie plant, nor does he intend to have 
1 automatic plant, and so he will not be 

included under the provisions of this Bill. So 
much for the inquiries made by the hon. 
member for Baroona. 

We have heard much about safety factors 
and fire hazards. The hon. member for 
Baroona took us for a trip out to Cunna­
mulla and spoke of a hotel there that was 
burned down. Being a member of the 
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, I made 
inquiries of the Chief Officer this morning. 
I learned that in 1957-1958 there were 974 
fires in the Brisbane metropolitan area, 26 
of which ·were probably caused by refrigerator 
units. Most of those 26 were caused by the 
old-type kerosene refrigerator units or the 
old-type refrigerator unit driven by the open 
type of motor that sucks in dust and felt 
particles, which get onto the armature and 
cause a short circuit. If there were any :fires 
at all that were attributable to the modern­
type automatic electric motor with the cut­
out, they would be infinitesimal in number. 
I should say that there would not be more 
than one at the most out of the 974 fires 
during the year. However, that is not of 
very great importance. What is important is 
that thousands of refrigerators are operating 
every day of every week in the metropolitan 
area. As I have pointed out, there may have 
been one fire out of 97 4 in the last 12 months 
that was caused by the modern sealed-unit 
type of electric motor. 

Mr. Morris: That is bringing in all 
domestic refrigerators. 

Mr. DEWAR: It brings in all refrigera­
tors. 

I got some very interesting information 
about the ice-making industry from people 
who know something about it. The comment 
on it from Home Hill was, ''Trade declin­
ing.'' A report from Mossman says, ''Ceased 
manufacture in 1952. No ice being made in 
Mossman.'' The report from Ravenshoe 
was, ''No longer making ice.'' From 
GordGnvale, it was, ''Ice-making no longer 
economic. Ceased making.'' The report 
from Booval was "No longer in ice-making." 
Those comments from various parts of the 
State indicate the state of the ice-making 
industry. 

Cold stores in the Brisbane area, and 
probably in meatworks throughout the State, 
are using refrigeration machines of a higher 
capacity than 50 tons. For example, a 
machine at the Hamilton Cold Stores has a 
capacity of 350 tons. The modern machine, 
which is the only one covered by the Bill, is 
operated by a modern electric motor with 
safeguards such as electric cut-outs and oil­
pressure cut-outs for the protection of 
machinery, and consequently of human life. 
There is no need to have a certificated 
operator for that machinery. 

The measure should help to lower operat­
ing costs and thus keep the cost of ice low. 
The ice industry is no longer very profitable. 
In pre-war days when ice-chests were the rule 
rather than the exception, the ice industry 
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was flourishing. Today, it is not. Refrigera­
tots are essential in any home, and the 
percentage of domestic refrigerators would 
now be extremely high. Naturally, this has 
affected the cold storage trade tremendously, 
and it is necessary to do everything possible 
to protect the ice industry for those who wish 
to stay in it. There are still quite a number 
of people in the community, mainly working 
men, who cannot afford a refrigerator and 
thus have to depend on the use of ice. If 
ice manufacturers were forced out of the 
industry because the Govemment were 
unsympathetic to their needs the working 
man would be the only one to suffer. 

lll:r. Davies interjected. 

lll:r. DEWAR: Hon. members opposite 
had 30 years to do something about it and 
they did precious little. 

I assure hon. members opposite that 
the modern machine, incorporating safety 
devices, is more efficient and safer than 
the old machine with human supervision. 
Are they concerned with consumer costs~ 
They should be. The Bill will help to keep 
those costs down. Are they concerned with 
unemployment in the industry~ There is no 
need for theru to fear on that score because 
the ruain manufacturers the Bill deals with 
are the small men who run their own plants 
and do not employ an engineer-in-charge. 
At present the manufacturer is forced to stay 
en the job 24 hours a day but the Bill will 
enable him to get away for a while. As to 
unemployment, there is no doubt that, with 
the shortage of skilled electrical technicians, 
industry, under the expansion programme of 
the Governm;ent as compared with the pro­
gramme of the previous Government, will very 
quickly absorb any qualified electrical worker. 

lll:r. Houston: You are taking a long 
while to do it. 

lll:r. DEWAR: We have had a year and 
I do not think we have done badly in that 
time seeing that we were faced with the task 
of cleaning up 30 years of mess created by 
hon. members opposite. 

The Leader of the Opposition made a great 
play on an accident that occurred in Bris­
bane away back in 1945, apparently one acci­
dent in the ice industry in 13 years-not a 
bad record. The Labour Party itself has had 
more accidents than that in the last 13 
months. However, I checked on the accident 
the hon. gentleman referred to and found 
that it had nothing to do with the trans­
mission, or electric motor, or suction gas 
plant, or steam engine or diesel. The com­
pressor head itself split and blew. Remem­
ber that he used the accident in an attempt 
to show that it was essential to have a man 
on the job to prevent accidents or, if they 
occurred, to take corrective measures. What 
happened when the compressor head blew 
down in the Valley in 1945~ Every man in 
the engineroom, including the owner, went for 

his life. Anyone who has been near a fair­
sized charge of ammonia will know why they 
ran. 

lll:r. Graham: I suppose you would have 
stayed. 

lll:r. DEWAR: I have run many times in 
my life but never from criticism or from an 
attack by hon. members opposite. Right from 
the time I left school till three or four years 
after the war, indeed right until the time I 
entered the House, I was associated with an 
industry that brought me into contact with 
every phase of the industrial life of the com­
munity. I suppose I have fitted more belts 
onto refrigerator units than any other man 
in Queensland and I have had more sniffs 
of ammonia while doing it than the average 
man in the street. Any man who will stay 
in an engineroom when a compressor head 
blows or a pipe-line blows >and then> is 
ammonia about is ''a better man than I am, 
Gunga Din.'' There is not an hon. member 
opposite who, as an engineer, or as a good 
talking member of Parliament, would stay in 
any engineroom under those conditions. That 
is exactly what happened in the Valley in 
1945 and it high-lights the point of the Bill 
because the modern type of machinery with 
built-in safety devices is much more efficient 
than the old type that needed a certificated 
officer in charge. The case cited by the 
Leader of the Opposition is conclusive 
evidence that having a qualified operator in 
charge did not mean a thing because 
he and his companions fled, and I do 
not blame them. Only a few months ago 
a boy was killed by ammonia fumes on the 
northside of Brisbane. No-one could get in 
to get the poor little fellow's body out. When 
that sort of thing happens with a refrigera­
tor compressor nobody hangs around. I com­
mend the Bill, believing that it is a step in 
the right direction. By the introduction of 
the Bill we are facing up to the realities of 
the modernisation of equipment and bring­
ing down legislation to meet modern trends in 
industry. 

Mr. DONALD (Bremer) (11.41 a.m.): 
The hon. member for Ohermside prefaced his 
remarks by saying that hon. members on 
this side of the House had a brief. It is 
very evident that he came here with a pre­
pared brief from the manufacturers of this 
machinery and, by way of advertisement, to 
let the people who read '' Hansard'' know 
that he has an interest in that industry, that 
he supplies belts to that and other industries. 
He was deliberately pushing his own barrow 
and the barrows of the firms he is connected 
with. 

lll:r. Lloyd: He might think he is 
getting the agency. 

lll:r. DONALD: He probably is. Th 
Minister's main argument against the oppos' 
tion from this side of the House to the clau 
we are objecting to was that it was not 
blanket clause permitting all refrigerat' 
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plants in the city or the State to be operated 
without a man in charge during the whole of 
the shift. He went on to say that permission 
for the clause to be put into operation would 
have to come by way of approval by the 
Executive Council, and by the submission of 
a regulation to this Assembly. Surely he is 
not thinking that we on this side could over­
ride the decision of the Executive Council or 
could prevent a regulation tabled in the 
House from being put into operation. We 
have tried to do so before because it was our 
duty, but if the Government have sufficient 
numbers to get the Bill passed we are in an 
impossible position to try to prevent any 
decision of the Chief Inspector being given 
effect to by the Executive Council or a regu­
lation. 

Mr. Morris: When we were in Opposition 
we were told--

Mr. DONALD: People will live in the 
past and take all the glory they can get from 
our past legislation. We are opposing the 
Bill because we are realistic. We have the 
human interest at heart, not the interests of 
people who only want to make profits. It is 
obvious that if we are unable to prevent the 
legislation going through we could not hope 
to over-ride any decision of the Executive 
Council or the operation of any regulation. 

It could also be argued that the Bill would 
lead to the position where it would depend 
solely upon the decision of the Chief Inspector 
whether an exemption should be granted. I 
cannot see the Executive Council or individual 
members of the Government refusing to 
accept any decision of the Chief Inspector. 
It could mean placing a great deal of power 
and responsibility in the hands of one person. 
I do not think that is good business. 

The hon. member for Chermside made 
reference to 50 tons of ice. Clause 2 pro­
vides-

'' The Governor in Council, upon the 
recommendation of the Qhief Inspector, 
may, by Order in Council, exempt from the 
application of this section any fully auto­
matic refrigeration machinery, not exceed­
ing fifty tons refrigeration capacity, speci­
fied in the Order in Council, while that 
machinery is used solely in the production 
of ice to be supplied for domestic purposes, 
and is so used at the place specified in the 
Order in Council. ' ' 

It does not say 18 tons or 20 tons, but 50 
tons. Fifty tons is a lot of ice! Imagine 
50 tons of ice being taken from the vendor's 
van into ice-chests in the home. It would 
be taken in in the little pieces that are looked 
upon as a block or half-block of ice. There 
would be thousands of those in 50 tons of ice. 
rhe Minister described a small manufacturer 
ts one who manufactured 50 tons of ice. It 
' beyond my comprehension how anyone 
1uld think that a man who has a business 
at manufactures 50 tons could be placed 
the category of a small business man. 

Mr. 1\Iorris: You are confusing 
machine of 50-ton capacity with 50 tons 
ice. 

Mr. DON ALD: I am not confusing it 
at all. I know that 50 tons can be produced. 
Even if they are producing 20 tons, I say 
without fear of contradiction that such a 
business would not come within the category 
of a one-man show delivering half blocks and 
whole blocks over a wide area. 

Mr. De war: Do you know of any ice 
works that deliver~ 

lUr. DONALD: Whether I know of one 
such ice factory or not does not come into 
the matter. We were told by the Minister OIL 

the initiation and on the second reading that 
he was anxious to protect the small ice manu­
facturer and the small ice vendor, the link 
between the ice manufacturer and the house­
wife. 

Mr. De war: The ice works sell their ice 
to the vendors. 

Mr. DONALD: Will the hon. member 
keep quiet. The hon. member spent much 
time trying to find out the cause of juvenile 
delinquency and a remedy for it; he should 
seek the remedy for delinquency in members 
of Parliament. If exemption be granted for 
the production of domestic ice it would not be 
long before there would be an agitation for 
the exemption of ice manufactured for any 
purpose. The Government have not been 
able to resist the agitation by people produc­
ing domestic ice, therefore it is evident they 
will give way to pressure by those producing 
ice for any purpose. It is because we have 
consideration for the people working in these 
places that we shall oppose this Bill very 
strenuously. Another argument used by the 
Minister was that the amendment would 
remove hardship from the small manu­
facturer. Suppose these people were suffer­
ing a hardship, would the Government be 
justified in removing safety conditions in 
those circumstances~ What about the hard­
ship that may be suffered by scores of 
families as a result of the removal of this 
precaution! It would be just as logical t() 
remove the hardship imposed by safety regu­
lations on mine-owners and miners. Safety 
lamps have to be used in mines and inspec­
tions have to be made before work is com­
menced. If the argument is logical then why 
not abolish those safety regulations and 
permit miners to go down without safety 
lights~ 

Mr. Morris: You know there is no 
detriment to safety in this Bill. 

Mr. DONALD: It is because I know 
definitely that there is a great danger that we 
object to the Bill. We do so only for that 
reason. The Bill is not designed to prevent 
accidents or to make conditions safer for 
those in the industry. Those are the reasons 
given by the Minister when introducing the 
Bill. The Bill will mean a lowering of safety 
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precautions, and we cannot agree to it. As I 
have said, the Bill will not prevent accidents; 
it will increase the risk of accidents. 

Mr. lllorris: Nonsense! 

lllr. DONALD: It is not nonsense. 

Let us calmly consider the amendments of 
the Mining Act, the Machinery Act and other 
Acts. Those amendments have been intro­
duced following on accidents. The accidents 
were investigated by competent men who 
submitted recommendations as to improve­
ments in conditions and the removal of causes 
of accidents, so that as far as it was humanly 
possible accidents could be avoided in future. 
This Bill adversely affects the safety pre­
cautions. It will mean that plants can be 
left unattended. Even the Minister must 
admit that the risk of accident must be 
greater when a competent or certificated 
person is not on the job, but is delivering ice 
or doing something else. If a competent, 
certificated man is in charge of the 
machinery, accidents can be prevented, 
accidents that may have disastrous and far­
reaching effects. 

Mr. Morris: Would you suggest that an 
air-conditioning unit or a domestic refrigera­
tor should be attended by a certificated 

:ilir. DONALD: I am not speaking about 
domestic units. If I did, you, Mr. Speaker, 
would call me to order, and very rightly so. 
I have no desire to get away from the Bill. 

The only persons who will benefit from the 
Bill are those selling these ice-making units. 
The anxiety of the Minister and the hon. 
member for Chermside and other Government 
members leaves me with no doubt that they 
are not concerned about those in the indus­
try, they are not attempting to make condi­
tions safer, but they are endeavouring to 
give a direct advantage to the manufacturers 
of these units and their agents. Those are 
the only persons who will derive any benefit 
from the Bill. It will give an opportunity to 
some firm with modern ice-making machinery 
to quickly unload these machines on to the 
public. 

Some suggestion has been made that the 
unions, particularly those interested in this 
industry, have given this legislation their 
approval. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. The unions are not happy about the 
legislation, and they have asked Opposition 
members to oppose the Bill with all the power 
and eloquence at our command. These men 
have an expert knowledge of the industry. 
They are competent and certificated, and 
know the dnager that could arise. At this 
late hour I suggest to the Minister he get in 
touch with Mr. Whiteside, secretary of the 
Federated Engine Drivers' and Firemen's 
Association, other unions and men on the 
job, and seek their views on the Bill. I advise 
the Minister not to listen to so-called experts 
such as those who supply belts for machinery, 

but to get in touch with the experts who look 
after these machines and can speak with 
knowledge of them. 

Safety first is an excellent slogan, that no 
hon. member would decry. Let us put that 
slogan into operation. Let hon. members 
adopt the slogan, and not remove safety 
regulations from any Act to make conditions 
more dangerous for the general public and the 
workers. 

I have referred to the hon. member for 
Chermside and his allegation that we on 
this side of the House have been briefed. 
I make the confession that I have been 
briefed by my conscience alone and that I 
have been prompted by an earnest desire to 
protect the public who might suffer by 
the removal of safety provisions, and the 
people working in industry. I am briefed 
from a humanitarian viewpoint without their 
coming to see me specifically on this matter. 
Before I entered the House I was engaged 
in a dangerous industry, one that became 
more dangerous because more modern mach­
inery was being put into it. I was connected 
with an engineering position around the pits. 
We all know that this machinery has to be 
tested every so often and we know that the 
men working must have medical check-ups 
every so often too. We did not object to 
that because it meant safety. It was an 
inconvenience to many of us at the time but, 
we did not object, for nobody doubted the 
wisdom of safety regulations in respect of 
mining anc1 mining machinery. Every hon. 
member should hesitate before voting on 
this Bill. He should ask himself, ''Am 
I doing the right thingW'' The only argu­
ment that has been put forward by the 
Opposition is that of maintaining the safety 
level. That should override arguments used 
by hon. members opposite. The hon. mem­
ber for Chermside accused us of not knowing 
what we were talking about. He spoke 
about horse troug.hs and the uses of 
horse troughs, but if the day ever comes 
when he thinks he is good enough to put 
the Leader of our Party in a horse trough, 
he is due for a sad awakening. He spoke 
about the development of machinery. This 
Bill is a retrograde step. It is not a safety 
measure. Safety catches are used on cages 
that descend the pits. As a safety measure 
they are required. Does anybody think 
that legislation should be introdueed to 
remove them W The more modern the mach­
inery or the equipment, the more skill that is 
required to install, operate and maintain it. 

Mr. Nicholson: That is rot. 

Mr. DONALD: It is not rot. If the hon. 
member can say that any fool can contro 
an automatic machine or be conversant wit: 
the need of automation he is wrong. Autc 
mation calls for more skill in invention, mo• 
skill in its installation, in its operation a· 
its maintenance. Less skill is not called f 
That is the problem we have to tackle. ' 
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are crying out for more technicians to 
develop machinery, to see that it is used 
effectively and efficiently as well as safely. 

The hon. member for Chermside with croco­
dile tears told us about the decline in the 
ice-maklng industry. Nobody is surprised 
at that. Even Mr. Menzies tried to looture 
us on how industry is becoming more modern. 
Is it not a step forward to have domestic 
refrigerators instead of the iceman bringing 
a block of ice once or twice a day! That 
is why the industry has declined. 

At 12 noon, in accordance with Standing 
Order No. 307, the House went into Committee 
of Supply. 

SUPPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE-ESTIMATES­
THIRD AND FOURTH .ALLOTTED DAYS. 

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Taylor, 
Clayfield, in the chair.) 

ESTIMATES-IN-CHIEF, 1958-1959. 

PREMIER AND CHIEF SECRETARY. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Debate resumed from 23 October (see 
p. 846) on Mr. Nicklin's motion-

'' That £53,313 be granted for 'Chief 
Office'.'' 

Mr. RICHTER (Somerset) (12.1 p.m.) : 
First of all, I should like to congratulate 
the Premier, who is the administrative head 
of this department, on the very dignified way 
in which he is filling his office. It is one 
that has passed through the hands of many 
capable and experienced Premiers but never 
has there been a more conscientious, hard­
working and highly-respected man than t.he 
present occupant. In the past, when the 
Premier was Leader of the Opposition, his 
critics doubted his ability to lead a Govern­
ment. However, he has given them a very 
effective answer and has proved beyond 
doubt that he has the necessary qualifica­
tions. .As a matter of fact, he demonstrated 
that very forcibly only the other day in 
the Budget debate, when he left the Oppo­
sition standing. 

In addition to having the necessary quali­
ties, the Premier enjoys the utmost loyalty 
of every member of the Government. That is 
something that the Opposition cannot under­
stand. They find it difficult to realise that 
two different parties who may disagree on 
unimportant matters can still agree on 
main subjects such as socialism, whether 
democratic socialism or communistic 
socialism. Furthermore, the present Premier 
does not have to worry about being over­
ruled by the Q.C.E., or any other outside body. 
That is where the previous Premier broke 
down. Although the majority of his team 
were behind him he was deserted by the 
ninority, who were controlled by an outside 
ody, the Q.C.E. In contrast with the pre-
ous Premier, the present Premier has abso­
te control and enjoys the full confidence 

of every member of his team. The result is 
that he is able to hold his team together and 
thus is able to run his department efficiently, 
which the previous Premier could not do. 

Leadership is very important at the pre­
sent time. That is clear in the Federal 
sphere, where the Leader of the .Australian 
Labour Party is bargaining his leadership 
for second preference votes. There is no 
need for our Leader to trade his leadership 
for second preferences. 

The CHAHLIW:AN: Order! The Vote 
under discussion deals with the administra­
tion of the Department of the Premier and 
Chief Secretary. I ask the hon. member to 
confine his remarks to that subject. 

Mr. RICHTER: I compliment the 
Premier on the splendid way in which he 
carried out his duties as host to the Queen 
Mother, the British Prime Minister, and other 
distinguished visitors during the year. 
He carried them out with great dignity and 
I congratulate the officers of his department 
on the excellent arrangements that were made. 

.Again this year we look forward to a visit 
from a member of the Royal family and I 
have every reason to believe the arrange­
ments will be carried out with the same 
degree of excellence. It is very pleasing to 
hear the Premier say he will give the princess 
the opportunity to see as much of Queensland 
as possible. That is very wise. I agree with 
his suggestion, too, that as many functions 
for young people as possible should be 
arranged. I can think of nothing more ter­
rible for a young lady of 21 than to come 
out here and have to shake hands with a 
whole host of p;1rliamentarians, civic leaders 
and other dignitaries. That can be over­
done. 

I congratulate his Under Secretary, Mr. 
M cPherson, and his officers on their efforts 
during the previous visits of royalty. The 
centenary year will be a great opportunity 
to advertise the State; it will put Queens­
land on the map, and I believe the officers 
of the Premier's Department will do their 
job well. The centenary will encourage 
investment and will stimulate the tourist 
trade, which is what we are trying to do. 

Mr. Lloyd: It is time you did something 
about the unemployment that is around 
everywhere. 

Mr. RICHTER: I should like to be 
allowed to speak on that now, but I will 
have the opportunity to do so at some other 
time. 

I am sorry that the Leader of the Oppo­
sition is not in the Chamber. When he 
spoke of the .Agent-General and the Public 
Relations Bureau he was critical of the Deputy 
Premier's trip overseas to attract industries 
to Queensland. He termed it propaganda. 
I point out that the Government have set 
out to do something that has already been 
done most effectively by Sir Thomas 
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Playford for South Australia and by other 
Premiers in the Commonwealth. It is nothing 
new. 

~Ir. Davies: We are just waiting for the 
results. 

~Ir. RICHTER: I will come to that. 
Industry has grown tremendously in South 
Australia because of the efforts of the Play· 
ford Government. Sir Thomas Playford has 
been overseas many times. Mr. Bolte has 
done the same for Victoria and the Labour 
Premier of New South Wales, Mr. Cahill, has 
done exactly the same for his State. So it 
is an accepted principle. I ask hon. members 
opposite, are they critical of the principle of 
sending the Deputy Premier overseas to 
attract investment, or are they merely having 
a crack at him~ 

Mr. Lloyd: We are having a crack at 
the Deputy Premier. 

Mr. RICHTER: At least they admit it. 
We cannot expect immediate results. Nobody 
expected the Deputy Premier to come back 
to Queensland with a whole string of 
industrialists tied to a chain. 

Mr. Lloyd: We did expect some results. 

Mr. RICHTER: We did not expect 
immediate results. We will get the results. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to develop that theme when the Esti· 
mates of the Department of Labour and 
Industry are being debated. 

Mr. RICHTER: I am only following the 
lead of the Deputy Leader of the Opposi­
tion. I believe that in advertising the State 
the Premier's department is doing a splendid 
job. I am confident that the good work will 
continue and that it will definitely get 
results. 

I should like to make a few comments 
about the Co-ordinator-General's Depart­
ment. First of all I take the opportunity 
to congratulate Mr. Holt and members of his 
staff on the excellent work they are doing. 
It is pleasing to see that the full amount of 
£23,000,000-odd was expended. It shows that 
if more money had been made available it 
could have been spent with advantage. 

The Co-ordinator-General's Department 
controls and plans the development of the 
State. It is important that the money should 
be spent on projects that make for the speedy 
development of the State. I know that it is 
an accepted principle that long-range plan· 
ning, even though there is not any immedi· 
ate result, is very often desirable, but in 
Queensland, indeed throughout Australia, 
our position calls for speedy development and 
increased population. 

Mr. Davies: Do you agree that the 
construetion of the Tinaroo Dam was a wise 
development f 

Mr. RICHTER: It was very wise in the 
:first place. At some future time it will be 

of maximum use, but not at the present time. 
That is the point I am trying to make. 
Money should be spent on projects that will 
give speedy development. Queensland and 
the Northern Territory are the northern out· 
posts of Australia. 

Mr. Davies: Do you believe that that 
development should have been postponed~ 

Mr. RICHTER: I am not coming in on 
that at all. I believe that there is a very 
close relationship between development and 
migration. The development of the North is 
is a national responsibility. It is a problem 
that concerns not only Queensland but the 
whole of Australia. Every person residing 
in Australia must face up to the problem. 
\V e must all realise that unless we do more 
to develop the North we shall have to face 
the possibility of losing it. We must realise 
that there is a threat to our future. We are 
t.hreatened by an area that does not und.er­
stand democracy, an area where we are out­
numbered by about 140 to one, people who do 
not understand our way of life. While I 
do not want to be an alarmist or impute 
wrong motives to any of the people north of 
Australia, no matter how friendly they may 
appear to be towards us, sheer economic 
necessity in about 10 or 20 years may force· 
them to look in our direction for expansion. 
What would be the attitude of United Nations 
if we continued to neglect the development of' 
our North' In order to develop our State 
speedily we need more investment; we need 
more money from the South and from over· 
seas. We must have greater development if 
we are to expand. Some members of the 
Opposition hold up their hands in horror 
when it is suggested that we should encour­
age American capital. 

Mr. Davies: Who said that? 

Mr. RICHTER: It has been said by 
Labour members, particularly in the Federal 
House. We should encourage American 
investment as much as we can. The Opposi­
tion has criticised Hoidens and other 
American investment. We are out to· 
encourage American capital. It is not only 
good business, but good defence policy to do 
so. It is only natural that Americans will 
protect their own interests. The more 
American capital is invested in Australia the 
more quickly will the United States come ta 
our aid if we need it. 

The Somerset Dam is situated in my 
electorate, and I wish to congratulate the 
Co-ordinator-General on the installation of 
the two-way radio flood warning system link­
ing Brisbane with Somerset Dam, Lowood, 
and Watts Bridge in the Brisbane Valley. 
The department is experimenting with an 
automatic radio reporting flood gauge not far 
from Lowood and the indications are that 
it will be successful. This system of contro 1 

is much appreciated by the people of th 
Brisbane Valley who in the past ha~ 
experienced devastating. floods in tha~ ar_e 
The system provides a link of commumcatxc 
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between the flood gauges and Brisbane and 
the Somerset Dam. Under this control the 
:flood waters of the Somerset Dam can be 
regulated, thus preventing serious flooding of 
the Brisbane River where it meets the Stanley 
River. If the automatic device which the 
department is experimenting with is success­
ful, it could be used in all the river systems 
in the State with great advantage. 

lUr. DEWAR (Chermside) (12.19 p.m.): 
I wish to congratulate the Hon. the Premier 
on the enthusiastic manner in >vhich he has 
.applied himself to his very important task 
<:Jf PTemier of this State. 

Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. DEWAR: He is regarded by all 
people in the community as a man above 
reproaeh-a man of the highest moral 
.character. Those politically opposed to him 
recognise him as a man of great sincerity and 
honesty of purpose and one eminently suited 
to lead a Government. 

I sincerely congratulate the Premier on the 
·enthusiastic way in which he has applied him­
self to his onerous tasks. 

I trust that the visit of Her Majesty's 
representative, Princess Alexandra, will 
inspire the people to dedicate themselves to 
achievements just as glorious in the next 100 
years as in our first 100 years of constitu­
tional government. 

Queensland has made great strides in the 
last 100 years, bearing in mind that before 
that time the country was virtually barren. 
It goes without saying that with more 
-encouragement from previous Governments 
greater achievements could have been made. 
It will not be long before that lag is over­
come with the impetus and drive of this 
Government for the real development of 
Queensland. It is obvious that overseas 
inve~tors will react to the election of a sympa­
thetic Government by deciding that Queens­
land is an ideal place in which to invest their 
money. At this stage I shall do no more than 
compliment the Premier on all the services 
provided by his department. Later I shall 
bave more to say in particular on the 
services provided by the Co-ordinator­
General. 

The Estimates, at page 14, denote the new 
approach of this Government to Miscellaneous 
Servke~. 'rhe items of that vote reveal that 
a private secretary and clerk·typist are now 
provided not only for the Leader of the Oppo­
·sition but also for the Leader of the Queens­
land Labour Party. That is in direct con­
trast to the action of the previous Govern­
ment and the conditions under which the then 
Opposition had to labour. I use the word 
''labour'' deliberately, and, as a pun. In 
the last eight years of my period as an Oppo­
sition member, the eight to ten hon. mem­
bers of the Liberal Party were accommodated 
n a small room near the main staircase. They 
rere provided with one table and had no 
wilities for interviews. Under pressure 

from the Leader of the Liberal Party, the 
Minister for Labour and Industry, the previ­
ous Go,·crnment made a second room avail­
able. No secretarial assistance was given 
to the Leader of the Liberal Party. On one 
occasion, if my memory is correct, the out­
side secretarial assistant obtained by the 
Liberal Party was put off the premises. 'rhe 
:Miscellaneous Services vote highlights the 
different approach of a Government inter­
ested in the decent things of life. The 
Queensland Labour Party is not greater in 
strength than the Liberal Party from 1950 
to 1956, but the treatment of the Queensland 
Labour Party is in marked contrast to the 
treatment of the Liberal Party in those 
years. 

In this morning's newspaper there is quite 
a clamour about a motor-car for the Leader 
of the Opposition. I speak at the risk of 
incurring the wrath of the hon. member for 
Bromer. In the debate on a recent Bill he 
said, ''Do not live in the past.'' That is 
the statement from one of those who have 
thrown the Moore Government in our teeth 
for the last 30 years. How could he say in 
all sincerity, "Do not live in the past"? It 
amounts to pure, mealy-mouthed hypocrisy. 
Perhaps there is some reason for a little 
delay in providing a car for the Leader of 
the Opposition in view of the additional 
services that the Premier has made avail· 
able for all parties in this State. There i~ 
perhaps some delay in thinking about it. The 
Premier has made a car available to the 
Leader of the Opposition to attend functions 
in the metropolitan area. The ''Courier­
Mail'' says quite rightly that no doubt the 
Premier will think about this matter at a 
later date. I ;refer to the tone of the sub· 
leader in these words-

'' 'rhe Nicklin Government would com­
pletely shame the little-minded meanness of 
its predecessors in office by conceding this 
and providing Mr. Duggan with permanent 
use of a State car . . . " 

That high-lights the mealy-mouthed mean­
ness of the former Government. 

I now refer to the Department of the 
Co-ordinator-General of Public Works. The 
matter I am about to mention might not 
necessarily come within the ambit of that 
department but I raise it now in the hope 
that it will be considered by the Premier. 
We have heard much about the capacity of 
Queensland industries to expand. There is 
a saying in the services, and you will be 
aware of this, Mr. Taylor, that if things are 
left to the ''back-room'' boys or the boffins, 
anything might happen. Heaven help 
Queensland industrial expansion when it is 
left in the hands of the boffins. People over 
the years who have made inquiries about 
starting an industry in this State have met 
with such frustration that 50 per cent. of theiY 
enthusiasm has been taken from them. Let 
me illustrate my point. If an industry has 
a piece of land it has to apply to the Bris­
bane City Council to get site approval. It 
may have to wait a week or a fortnight 
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or a month and then, having received 
site approval the industry has to submit build­
ing plans to conform to the ordinances of 
the Brisbane City Com:::il or, if it is in the 
country to the local authority there. That 
approval might take an unlimited time. Then 
it may be found that there is no water avail­
able. 'fhere is much fiddling work to be 
nndertaken. The industry finds that it has 
to pay £15 for the right of entry into a 
main that is perhaps a hundred yards away 
from the site. There is more messing about. 
There is perhaps no gas, and application 
has to be made to the respective gas com­
pany and, if electricity is required, to the 
electricity department of the Council. Then 
appHcation has to be made to the Postmaster­
General's Department for the installation of 
a telephone, which department might take 
up to a month to reply. The reply only 
records the receiet of the application for 
the installation of a telephone. The appli­
cant company has then to wait for the 
next letter which says that the application 
is being proceeded with. The application 
might be granted in three months' time. I 
repeat, heaven help Queensland industrial 
expansion if it gets into the hands of the 
boffins. There is need for some organisa­
tion to be set up to handle the requirements 
of an industry to be established in Bris­
bane or elsewhere. If that organisation 
was established the man or woman interested 
in setting up an industry in this State 
could go to it and so avoid the multitudin­
ous difficpJties that now confront him or 
her in the matter. 

I ask that consideration be given to the 
appointment of an industry co-ordinator who 
could get in touch with the Brisbane City 
Council and the various Commonwealth 
Government departments each week and say, 
''I have here a list of people who are anxious 
to establish industries here.'' He could 
attend to all the various matters controlled 
by those bodies. There is a crying need for 
something of that nature. 

Mr. Graham: Would not the Industries 
Assistance Board do thaU 

Mr. DEWAR: I recently had personal 
experience in finding a suitable piece of land 
for a small factory, and the only efficiency 
I could find was with the Secondary Indus­
tries Division. Within a matter of minutes, 
approval to go ahead was given. Although 
we are not dealing with the Estimates cover­
ing the Secondary Industries D!ivision, I should 
like to place that fact on record. 

There is a crying need for some body to 
co-ordinate these matters and so overcome 
the problems that now face industrial 
expansion. Until that is done there will be 
very little chance of encouraging industry in 
Queensland. 

I am glad that the Minister for Public 
Lands and Irrigation is in the Chamber, 
because I want to tell him that there is also 
a great need for co-ordination within the 

Department of Putllic Lands throughout the 
State. For example, if a man wanted to 
establish an industry in Townsville he should 
be able to go to the Lands Office in Towns­
ville and say, ''I want five acres of Crown 
land so that I can start an industry in this 
area.'' The Lands Office in Townsvme 
should then be able to show him a map and 
point out what areas of Crown land are 
vacant. More important still, it should be 
able to say to him, "If you apply to the 
Secondary Industries Division, you will be 
able to get that area of Crown land on which 
to establish your factory." But that cannot 
be done now. After having ascertained what 
areas of Crown land are available, the 
cant has to submit his application to 
Brisbane office. Surely that is part of the 
work of the Co-ordinator-General of Public 
Works~ If anything needs co-ordinating, 
surely this does. At present there is no 
co-ordination at all. An application that 
is made in Townsville for land in the Tow·ns­
ville area has to come to Brisbane. If a man 
from Sydney had the initiative to make 
inquiries about establishing a factory on 10' 
acres of Crown land in the Townsville district, 
the land would ·be offered at public auction 
and he runs. the risk of not getting it. 
Ninety-four per cent. of the land in this 
State is held by the Crown, and Lands 
Department officials in the various parts of 
the State should be able to say to an 
applicant, "If you apply for a perpetual 
town lease of the land that you need, your 
application will be granted.'' 

In conclusion, I refer the Premier to the 
tremendous strain that has been placed on 
the city of Brisbane over the years by the 
immense industrial development that has 
occurred here. Recognition should be given 
to the fact that Brisbane is growing to the 
extent of having a city of the size of W arwiek 
added to it each year. The money that has 
been spent on developing the city has been 
inadequate because of the tremendous influx 
of people and industries. I ask the Premier, 
therefore, to consider allocating additional 
funds for water reticulation in the Brisbane 
area. The one thing that can hamper 
industrial development in the south-eastern 
part of Queensland is a shortage of water. 

Mr. HANLON (Ithaca) (12.35 p.m.) : The 
hon. member for Chermside and the hon. 
member for Somerset made interesting con­
tributions to the debate, but the way in which 
they wandered into a discussion of anything 
up to six other departments bears out our 
claim that it was most unfortunate that the 
Premier should have instructed his own mem­
bers not to speak on the Budget. If they 
had, they would have been able to make their 
speeches at the right time and not as the 
Estimates came up for discussion. 

Mr. Morris: You know that is completely 
untrue. Why do you say iU 

Mr. HANLON: If I have your permissio 
to reply, Mr. Taylor, the reason I say it 
that the Premier himself said in the Hou 
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on Thursday eveni:n,g that it was under his 
instructions that hon. members opposite did 
not speak on the Budget. 

Mr. Morris: And your members followed 
that instruction, too~ 

Mr. HANLON: If the Minister checks 
« Hansard" he will see that it is not my 
opinion that I am expressing. The Premier's 
own words to the House were, ''It was under 
my instructions that hon. members 01!1 the 
Government side did not speak in this 
debate.'' 

Mr. Morris: I am asking you: why 
didn't your own members speak~ 

Mr. HANLON: I will not take up any 
more time answering the hon. gentleman. 
Eleven Opposition members spoke. 

Mr. Morris: They had nothing to say. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. HANLON: The State Public 
Relations Bureau is a very important sub­
section of the Department of the Premier and 
Chief Secretary. Its main job is to 
see that the people of the State are 
adequately informed of what the Government 
are trying to do and particularly of the 
various facilities and amenities made avail­
able to the people by the Government. For 
that reason I agree that the Bureau is 
important and that we should not begrudge 
it any reasonable allocation of funds; but 
hon. members opposite must certainly blush 
at the way in which they have used the 
Bureau in view of the criticism that 
they hurled at past Labour Governments 
for allegedly using it more for political 
purposes than for anything else. The 
Leader of the Opposition has commented 
on the matter at various times. This year 
£5,300 is provided for contingencies, a com­
pletely new item in the Vote. I know the 
Bureau is doing good work in its efforts to 
attract industries and tourists and no doubt 
its work has some value. If it has been 
stepped up, it might make up for the unfor­
tunate failure of the Minister for Labour and 
Industry to bring about any substantial 
improvement in the capacity of industry to 
provide employment. 

But the political propaganda pamphlet put 
out by the Public Relations Bureau-"Nine 
Months of a Country-Liberal Party Govern­
ment' '-might with advantage have been 
reduced in size. I do not suggest that the 
Government are not justified in trying to 
inform the public of their objectives but the 
pamphlet includes a great number of photo­
graphs of members of the Cabinet. On page 
2 appears a photo of the Premier. I do not 
say that should not have been included; after 
all, the Premier's department is responsible 
for the publication and having his photo at 
the front is in order. On page 6 is a photo 
of the Minister for Labour and Industry, the 
leader of the Liberal Party. I do not know 

how long he will remain in that position if 
the Treasurer and some of the other Ministers 
have their way. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. HANLON: The pamphlet includes 
photographs of the following, too:-

On page 18, the Minister for Education. 
On page 22, the Minister for Justice, with 

a flashing smile. 
On page 30, the Treasurer and Minister 

for Housing. 
On page 38, the Minister for Develop­

ment, Mines, and Main Roads. 
On page 52, the Minister for Public 

Lands and Irrigation. 
On page 60, the Minister for Health and 

Home Affairs. 
On page 66, the Minister for Agriculture 

and Stock. 
On page 70, the Minister for Public 

Works and Local Government, and 
On page SO, the last of the Mohicans, the 

Minister for Transport. 

I would respectfully suggest if £5,300 is 
going to be spent this financia~ year on 
publications of this nature that mstead of 
devoting 12 or 16 pages to photographs of 
Ministers and outright political propaganda, 
they publish something of more value to the 
people. Perhaps in association with the 
Queensland Housing Commission .the State 
Public Relations Bureau could pubhsh a small 
pamphlet outlining the activities of the 
Queensland Housin!l' Comn.d~sion . under the 
various phases of 1ts adm1mstratwn. T~ey 
could outline (j.etails of the workers' dwellmg 
scheme, the £250 deposit scheme under the 
Commonwealth-States agreement and other 
matters about which the people do not 
know a great deal. All hon. members con­
tinually have inquiries about what advances 
eau be made what deposit is required, whether 
a person m~st completely own laud o;n which 
he wishes to build a worker's dwellmg and 
mauy other matters that could be adequately 
covered in a small pamphlet of 12 or 16 pages, 
space which is now used to publish photo­
graphs of Ministers. Such a pamphlet would 
be an advantage to all hon. members because 
it would let people know what the Government 
are doing and what facilities ~r~ available 
for housing through the Comm1sswn. 

In the days of Labour Governments we 
were told that the Public Relations Bureau 
did nothing but churn out political propa­
ganda. I have not a great number of the 
many pamphlets put out by the Labour 
Government but here is one issued about 1950, 
''Background to Democracy,'' and another 
one, '' A.B.C. of Government Departments 
and Services,'' a very handy little pamph­
let which sets out an alphabetical index 
of the various services provided by the 
Government and the departments to 
which people should apply if they require 
any of the services. Recently under 
the authority of the Minister for Justice 
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the Public Curator issued a booklet. It 
may not have been published by the Public 
Relations Bureau but it is the type of publi­
cation that the Bureau should issue to let 
people know what facilities are available. I 
do not always have a great deal of praise for 
the Commonwealth Government, particularly 
the present Government, but it is to their 
credit that they issue publications like '' Com­
monwealth Social Services'' in which there 
are no photographs of Mr. Menzies or any­
body else. I do not see why publications 
put out by the State Public Relations Bureau 
should not be along the same lines. Other 
good publications put out by the Common­
wealth Government include "Unemployment 
and Sickness Benefits,'' and ''Repatriation 
Benefits.'' The State Public Relations 
Bureau could do a great deal more good 
for the people of the State if they devoted 
more time to that type of publication rather 
than the outright political propaganda which 
has certainly been a feature of this Govern­
ment's publications. It is really unfair to 
the officers of the Bureau to expect them to 
act as sort of political gun-slingers for the 
Premier or t.he political parties in 
Government. Only recently, under the 
name of the Premier, an article appeared 
in the ''Telegraph'' which included a state­
ment which I am sure the Premier would not 
have made because he is a man of experi­
ence, with political knowledge. But in 
an endeavour to score a point off the hon. 
member for Baroona the article said that 
the hon. member for Baroona had been in 
charge of the Police Department in recent 
years. The statement was not true. In the 
last few months of the previous Government 
various statements were attributed to the then 
Premier, the hon. member for South Brisbane, 
wherein he allegedly made intimate claims 
about the trade unions, the Q.C.E. and other 
matters. I am sure that mistakes were made 
mistakes which I am confident would not hav~ 
been made if the public servants employed 
in the Public Relations Bureau had not been 
called upon unfairly to carry out that sort 
of political shotslinging that has really got 
nothing to do with their job, a function which 
I am sure they do not want to carry out. 

I should like the Premier to tell us the 
reason for the rather substantial rise in 
Incidental and Miscellaneous Expenses. For 
the year 1957-1958 the appropriation was 
£13,460, and the amount expended was 
£18,888. I should like to know the reason for 
the extra £5,000 expenditure, over the 
appropriation. It is not anticipated that it 
will be as high this year, but there is an 
increase in the appropriation of about £3 000 
bringing it up to about £16,000. 'Th~ 
Incidental and Miscellaneous Expenses show 
perhaps a greater increase than any other 
item in the whole of the Chief Office vote. 
I note that the Government anticipate an 
expenditure of £57,000, and £11,000 for 
printing, in relation to the centenary celebra­
tions. I should like the Premier to tell us 
whether the £57,000 includes the anticipated 
expenditure in connection with the visit of 
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Princess Alexandra. I should like to know 
also whether the Royal visit was taken into 
consideration when the Estimates were being; 
prepared. That would clear up the point 
and obviate our raising it on the Estimates of 
other departments. 

We join with other hon. members in 
expressing our pleasure that a Royal visitor 
will be here for our centenary celebrations. 
I noticed in the Press that the Under 
Secretary, Chief Secretary's Department, has, 
been asked to go to Canberra to discuss the 
proposed Royal visit with the head of the 
Prime Minister's Department, Sir Allen 
Brown. I hope the Premier will see that our 
State public servants, who are quite capable 
of making arrangements for Royal visits, 
are not pushed around by Sir Allen Brown, 
although they would be capable of standing 
up to him. I recall the last Royal visit when 
the Queen Mother was here. Sir Allen Brown 
came up here and treated the State and our 
public servants as though they were a lot 
of backwoods hill-billys who did not know 
anything about entertaining anybody. That 
was most unfair to the officials of the Queens­
land Public Service who have always done a 
very good job in connection with any 
important visitor to this State. I hope the· 
Premier also will see to it that the Common­
wealth officials realise that it is our cenilenary 
that is the reason for the visit of Royalty, and 
that we do not permit our public servants to 
be ridiculed by those attached to the Prime 
Minister's Department. 

I now turn to the State Stores Board. The 
hon. member for Somerset claimed that the 
A.L.P., or an hon. member of that Party 
had indicated that we were opposed to 
attracting American capital to this State or 
country. I do not know where he got that 
idea. We are not opposed to attracting 
American capital, but we are opposed to 
exploitation of this country by overseas firms, 
whether American or of auy other country, 
who have an opportunity of establishing their 
businesses here and so assisting in the 
development of Australia. The people of Aus­
tralia should play a major part, a sizeable 
part, in the operations of those companies 
and should hold part of the investments of 
those companies in Queensland or Australia. 

The hon. member for Sandgate made an 
interesting speech some time ago in which 
he stressed the need to favour Queensland 
industries in governmental purchases. I think 
that policy has been followed where prac­
ticable over a number of years. It is an 
admirable practice, but it could be carried 
further, in that second favouritism or second 
priority could be given to purely Australian 
companies in governmental purchases through 
the State Stores Board. If the Board is 
unable to secure certain goods from a 
Queensland-based industry or company, it 
should turn to Australian companies. If it 
is still unable to obtain the goods at a 
reasonable price, it would then seek the goods 
from overseas companies with establishments 
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in this country. I make no apology for my 
belief and the belief of other hon. members 
of the Australian Labour Party that pre­
ference should be given to Australian com­
panies if it is practicable to do so. In 
governmental purchases, first preference 
should be given to Queensland companies, 
with second preference to wholly Australian 
.companies. 

I shall now touch on amenities for the 
Leader of the Opposition. I am sure the 
present Leader of the Opposition will not 
suffer any heartburn if he does not receive 
the amenities provided for his counterparts 
in other States, but I think there is a case 
for some extra consideration. It has been 
said that certain amenities have not been 
provided in the past. We are ready to admit 
that possibly the Labour Government were 
at fault in that respect. We are not trying 
to present a one-sided case, but I remind 
hon. members opposite, and particularly the 
Premier, that, when he was asked on 12 Sep­
tember last year why he had created a pre­
eedent by providing a secretary and other 
assistance for a third party in the Chamber 
when such assistance had been refused for 
the Liberal Party by the Gair Government, 
he said-

'' My Government has no intention of 
perpetuating practices which it considers 
to be wrong. My Government has not only 
given practical expression to its views but 
has also followed the practice adopted in 
all other Australian States where similar 
circumstances exist. ' ' 

The hon. member for Bremer pointed 
out that in all other States amenities 
not provided in this State are provided 
for the Leader of the Opposition. If the 
Premier is going to refuse reasonable 
amenities for the Leader of the Opposition, 
that attitude will bear out the suspicion 
widely held throughout the State that there 
is a great difference in the provision of 
amenities for the Queensland Labour Party 
and the Australian Labour Party. I am 
reluctantly forced to the conclusion that the 
Premier has adopted this attitude because he 
wants to keep the Queensland Labour Party 
more or less as a stick to wield over the 
Liberal Party should any difference ever 
develop between the Liberal and Country 
Parties. The Premier wants to be in a 
position to say to the Liberal Party, ''If 
you people are going to do the dirty on us 
on redistribution or anything else, I will 
call on my eleven buddies on the cross­
benches, and you can then see where you 
stand.'' 

In the brief period still available to me, 
I have a few comments to make on the vote 
for the Co-ordinator-General. I know that 
all things cannot be achieved at the one time, 
and that care must be exercised to ensure that 
money is spent in the most essential 
directions. 

But I am sorry to see on perusing the 
"Jstimates of Expenditure from Trust and 

Special Funds that there has been a falling-off 
in the fund for the Burdekin River authority. 
In 1957-1958 £94,000 was appropriated to 
the fund because of planning by the former 
Government, but only £65,647 was actually 
expended. I hope that that does not indicate 
that the scheme is going to die out com­
pletely. I was also disappointed with the 
provision being made this year for Special 
Works Investigations. It may be that many 
of the matters connected with this Vote were 
completed during the last financial year, and 
that it is not expected that the Co-ordinator­
General of Public Works will be carrying out 
any more special works investigations. For 
1957-1958 £19,700 was appropriated but the 
amount sought this year is only £4,800. 

I do not know why the Premier, in his 
answer to my question could not tell the 
Uhamber if the Commonwealth Government 
were going to help towards the rehabilita­
tion of the Mt. Isa railway line. If they 
are why all the secrecy about it~ Why not 
tell the people of the State~ Over the years 
they have refused to assist Queensland de­
velopment, although the Prime Minister went 
about telling the people that we must develop 
the State. If the Commonwealth have 
refused to help financially in the rehabilita­
tion of this line, we should be told now 
whether there is a Federal election in the 
offing or not. If that is what restrains 
the Premier from telling the full story, it 
does him little credit. It does not augur well 
for this State, particularly if the people are 
unfortunate enough to return the Menzies 
Government at the forthcoming elections. I 
hope the Premier will tell us whether an 
apJHOach has been made to the Common­
wealth Government in relation to the rehabil­
itation of this line and whether they have 
refused to help. We are entitled to know. 
It would not be a breach of confidence now 
that negotiations are being conducted with 
the World Bank. If Parliament is not 
to be told we may as well close up Parlia­
ment and allow the Government to govern 
as an executive without any control whatever 
from a Parliament. 

Mr. R.AMSDEN (Merthyr) (2.15 p.m.): On 
page 14 of the Estimates, under Miscellaneous 
Contingencies, two items are mentioned that 
I wish to refer to. They are the third and 
fourth last items respectively. One is the grant 
of £1,000 to the Kingsford Smith Memorial 
Appeal, to which I believe no Queenslander 
will raise any objections. The money for the 
appeal came from donations by firms and 
people throughout the State, and it has per­
mitted Queensland to erect a very worthy 
memorial to this fine son of Australia at a 
spot near where his historic plane first 
touched down when aviation history was being 
made so many years ago. There, on an ideal 
site, the old plane, renewed and rejuvenated 
as though it had just emerged from the 
factory, stands in perpetual memory to deeds 
of heroism in an age that is now fast being 
forgotten. I am sure that the people of 
Queensland will not begrudge one penny of 
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this grant. Whether he gave as an individual 
or in any other way, every Queenslander will 
regard himself as a shareholder in that very 
worthy memorial. 

The other item to which I wish to refer is 
the grant of £500 to the Queensland division 
of the Australian British Empire and Com­
monwealth Games Association. Although the 
hon. member for Nundah and I personally 
submitted to Cabinet the case for the Empire 
Games Committee, some explanation of the 
grant is due for two reasons. We all know 
that the Queensland team for the Empire 
Games consisted of a certain number of seeded 
competitors whose fares and expenses were 
guaranteed by the Empire Games Committee, 
which raised the money by public appeal to 
meet those expenses. In addition to the 
guaranteed competitors, however, there were 
three others, two girls and a man, all 
fencers, who had been accepted as competitors 
on behalf of the Commonwealth provided they 
found their own way to Wales. 

These three freelances-l described them 
thus for want of a better name-were Miss 
Denise 0 'Brien, and Miss Barbara McCreagh, 
who was the Australian women's champion, 
and Chris Drake, four times holder of the 
Queensland title. As the latter lived in my 
electorate, he approached me to see if there 
was any way in which he could be helped in 
raising money to go overseas. He did not 
put a selfish case to me; rather did he put 
up a case for the three freelances who were 
in the peculiar position of being chosen to 
represent Australia but who were not recog­
nised as the financial responsibility of the 
Empire Games Committtee. 

I immediately consulted the Merthyr 
District Youth Club, of which I am president, 
and told the Executive Committtee of the 
approach that Mr. Drake had made. That 
committee agreed to sponsor the appeal for 
these three young Queenslanders provided 
that the Empire Games Committee in Brisbane 
gave the green light and agreed to the 
proposal. Armed with that decision, I called 
on Alderman Buchan at the City Hall in his 
position as Chairman of the Empire Games 
Committee. I told him of the approach that 
had been made to me by Chris Drake on 
behalf of himself and the two lasses who were 
in a similar position to him, and asked him 
if those three young people were members of 
the team. He assured me that they were. He 
pointed out that once they got to Wales they 
were just as much members of the team as 
any other sponsored competitor, and that any 
medals that they won would be credited to the 
Australian team. On arrival they would be 
issued with a team blazer and other equipment 
and would live with the rest of the team in 
the Games village under the same discipline 
and the same authority as the rest of the 
Games team. The point was that they were 
obviously freelances only for the point of 
financing their trip to Wales. On that occasion 
Alderman Buchan told me that Drake as an 
elector of mine had acted within his rights in 

coming to see if we could help him and he 
told me in his own office that he did not 
expect to have very much money left after 
catering for the needs of the sponsored team 
but he thought that there might be a couple 
of hundred pounds available and he assured 
me that whatever he had over after taking 
care of the official sponsored team he would 
gladly make available to assist the other three 
so that they could take their rightful places 
with the Empire Games team in Wales. I 
reported this back to the executive of the 
Merthyr Youth Club and told them of my 
conversation with Alderman Buchan. They 
immediately went to work and drew up plans 
to try to help the three youngsters to go 
overseas even though the club was in dire 
need of funds for its own purposes. It was 
considered that the appeal for the three 
young fencers was of paramount importance, 
and my club was prepared to forgo appeals 
on its own behalf to throw its weight in 
behind the Games appeal to try to get these 
three unfortunate people overseas. 

Then I was approached by the hon. member 
for Nundah, Mr. Knox, M.L.A., who advised 
me that there was a local committee looking 
after the appeal for Miss Barbara McCreath, 
and it was felt that that committee would 
raise enough to send her to Wales. He also 
gave me to understand that there was a 
similar committee behind Miss Denise 
0 'Brien, and that the only one we had to 
worry about was Chris Drake. Having this 
information I went by invitation of Alder­
man Buchan to a meeting of the Empire 
Games Committee. It was a bad night for 
Alderman Buchan because somebody stole his 
motor-car. 

Mr. Power: Perhaps that was a political 
stunt. 

Mr. RAMSDEN: I do not know whether 
it was or not, but by the time he recovered 
the car the meeting was over. 

Mr. Power: He was my opponent. 

Mr. RAMSDEN: If the hon. member for 
Baroona had anything to do with it, I accept 
his explanation. 

Alderman Buchan was unable to attend 
the meeting, but I explained to those present 
my purpose for attending, which was to place 
our cards on the table and get official 
approval from the Empire Games Committee 
for the appeals to send the three freelances 
away. 

Mr. Davies: What is the purpose of this 
story~ 

Mr. RAMSDEN: If the hon. member will 
keep quiet and just sit on his perch till I 
have finished he will understand it. 

Mr. Lloyd: Have you the rest of the 
manuscript there~ 

Mr. RAMSDEN: Yes, the whole of it. I 
am not going to miss a word. 

At first there was some slight resentmen 
from some members of the committee wb 
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apparently had not known that Alderman 
Buchan and I had talked about the matter. 
The view expressed there at first was that 
the three young people had been told they 
could go to Wales at their own expense, yet 
they came along and tried to get others to 
finance them. It was true that they had 
been told they would have to find their own 
finance to go overseas, but they were not 
told that they could not accept donations 
from interested parties prepared to help get 
them to Wales. It is also true that it was 
clearly understood that they would not be n, 

charge on the Empire Games Fund Appeal at 
the expense of any of the sponsored com­
petitors. I do not for one moment believe 
that it was ever intended to deny them 
assistance from that fund when the needs of 
the sponsored team had been met in full even 
to the extent of the provision of travelling 
cases and rugs. I told the committee that 
these three were either in the team or out of 
it. I asked for a ruling. I was assuretl 
that they were in the team, that they were 
recognised as full members of the team bv 
the Empire Games Committee. The Game~ 
Committee at first said, ''These people were 
supposed to find their own finance overseas. 
Now we find there are springing up small 
committees to help them.'' After further 
discussion it was agreed by the committee 
that the small committees which were desirous 
of helping these three could carry on with 
the blessing of the Games Committee and 
indeed could associate themselves with the 
Empire Games Appeal. Later on I attended 
another of these official committee meetings, 
again by invitation. This time Alderman 
Buchan was present and in the chair. At that 
meeting it was decided that each of the.9e 
three committees, one for Barbara McCreath 
one for Denise 0 'Brien and one for Chri~ 
Drake, could raise a certain specified sum 
which was considered to be adequate for the 
needs in each particular case. The amou.'lt 
approved of was to depend on the actual 
needs, in the case of Drake, £650, being the 
cost of air fare to Wales as it was necessary 
for various reasons that he go by air. In the 
case of Barbara McCreath, the committee 
approved of the raising of £370, because she 
was to go by sea. In the case of Miss 
0 'Brien, a lesser amount was approved 
because it was thought that she had some 
cash resources of her own and would be going 
by sea in any case. The clear understand­
ing of the committee was that if any of these 
three committees exceeded the amount 
approved, the surplus was to be paid into the 
Empire Games Appeal. On the other hand, 
the chairman of the committee gave me his 
personal assurance that if the Empire Games 
~ppeal was over-subscribed, any over sub­
'cription from the public purse would be 
'ivided between these three freelances and 
'lded to the funds their own committees had 
5sed for them, provided that in no case 
1uld the total amount exceed the amount 
proved by the Games Committee. That 

was the clear understanding given to me on 
a number of occasions by the chairman of the 
Games Committee. 

llr. Coburn: Who was the chairman of 
the Games Committee~ 

Mr. RAMSDEN: Alderman Buchan. On 
one occasion after we came out from a meet­
ing he told me on the footpath that he was 
very worried about how he would be able 
to apply the surplus to assist these three 
people as the two girls had already arrived 
in Wales and Drake was still in Brisbane. 
The point was that Miss 0 'Brien raised suf­
ficient funds which added to what she already 
had of her own capital enabled her to leave 
on the '' Roma'' for Wales. Miss McCreath 
was short of some £250. I want the commit­
tee to note this: private citizens guaranteed 
that amount with the bank. With that gener­
ous help she was able to travel to Wales on 
the "Roma" with Miss 0 'Brien. In the 
meantime, I was approached by Alderman 
Buchan who asked me whether I could do 
anything to assist the Games Appeal through 
the State Government. I suggested to him 
that he write me on the matter, letting me 
know what he wanted and that I would do 
what I could. As the hon. member for 
Nundah was also interested, I talked to him 
about it. After receiving from Alderman 
Buchan a copy of a letter sent to the Under 
Secretary of the Premier's Department, the 
hon. member for Nundah and I drafted a 
submission to the Premier suggesting that 
the Government give consideration to making 
a grant of £1,000 to the Empire Games Com­
mittee so that all members of the team, 
including the two girls and Drake, could be 
assisted to go to Wales to do their best for 
Queensland without any financial worries. This 
was done as the result of my receiving a 
letter dated 28 April, 1958, in which Mr. 
Wedgwood, honorary secretary of the Austra­
lian British Empire and Commonwealth 
Games Association, wrote and toM me 
that at the request of Alderman Buchan he 
was forwarding me a copy of a letter 
posted that day to the Under Secre­
tary of the Premiers' Department. 
That letter asks the Under Secretary to 
approach the Premier with a view to getting 
a grant from the Government for the Games 
appeal. Inter alia the letter stated-

" We have a tremendous task in raising 
the necessary finance to make sure that the 
Queensland members of the Australian team 
will go to the Empire Games at Cardiff. 
We believe that these Queensland sportsmen 
and sportswomen who are to represent their 
country overseas will make fine ambassadors 
for the State and any encouragement by 
the Government would be most appro­
priate.'' 

It concludes by saying-
'' All Queensland money will be devoted 

to financing Queenslanders only.'' 
I wrote and told Mr. Wedgwood that the 
hon. member for Nundah and myself would 
interview the Premier and place the position 
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before him for Cabinet consideration. I 
,concluded my letter to Mr. Wedgwood in 
ihese words-

'' Should Cabinet approve of a grant then 
I hope that your committee will not merely 
decide that the amount of the grant is 
just so much less to be raised, but will con­
tinue in its efforts to raise finance so that 
anything over and above the actual require­
ments for the official team may be made 
available towards the expenses of the three 
unofficial members who are required to go 
without official assistance.'' 

It will be noted that the hon. secretary did 
not write back to me and advise me that I 
·was under a misapprehension and that no 
part of the funds could or would be made 
available to the three free-lances. No com­
ment whatsoever was made and indeed no 
·comment could have been made to that effect 
because it would have been a direct negation 
of an assurance given to me by the Chairman 
·Of the Games Committee himself. 

:Mr. Davies: Where was that given? 

~Ir. RAMSDEN: It was given on three 
or four occasions. The Government made a 
grant of £500 which is shown in the Estimates 
we are discussing today. The grant was 
received with a very bad grace. The Games 
·Committee saw fit to describe the grant in 
the Press as niggardly and that was at a 
time when I was asking the Government to 
.consider an increased grant. But apparently 
the Government had information which jus­
tified them in limiting the grant to £500, and 
their assessment of the position proved to be 
most accurate for the Games Committee 
finished up with about £1,000 over-subscribed. 
One would have thought that with this large 
amount oversubscribed the Games Committee 
would have been only too happy to send the 
free-lances overseas with the aid of the over­
subscribed money. But when the Games Com­
mittee was approached about keeping to its 
part of the bargain and releasing some of the 
surplus to assist three struggling amateurs 
it blandly refused to do so. Nobody then 
would raise a finger to help two of the com­
petitors who had gone to represent Australia 
in Wales at a great personal cost to them­
·selves. They had actually gone into debt in 
order to represent their State whilst the Com­
mittee which had appealed to the people and 
the Government of Queensland to help send 
these fine ambassadors overseas refused to do 
anything to help them although it was in their 
power to do so. 

:Mr. Davies: Could the hon. member give 
us some lead as to whom he is trying to 
blamef 

:Mr. RAMSDEN: If the hon. member 
does not understand me I am afraid I cannot 
·make it any clearer. The chairman of the 
<Games Appeal Committee replied to the 
Premier in answer to my representations 
through the Premier for assistance to be made 
available. I should like to read this letter. 

:Mr. Lloyd: Is that a letter to the Pre­
mier' 

lUr. RAMSDEN: Yes. 

lUr. Lloyd: The hon. member is disclos­
ing departmental letters. 

1\Ir. RAMSDEN: I have already said that 
I have the permission of the Premier to do 
so. The letter is dated 16 August, 1958. It 
reads-

" Dear Sir, 
I refer to your letter of 4th August, 

regarding Misses B. McCreath and D. 
O'Brien. 

Prior to the selection in Sydney of 
Australian fencing representatives in April, 
1958 the selectors were told by both 
Miss' McCreath and Miss 0 'Brien that 
they would be able to go to Cardiff at 
their own expense. It was on that con­
dition only that the Australian British 
Empire and Commonwealth Ga~es Associa­
tion (the Federal controllmg body), 
allowed them to nominate in the fencing 
events at Cardiff. 

After representations by persons on 
behalf of Miss McCreath, my committee 
allowed such persons to raise up to £370 
for Miss McCreath 's expenses.'' 

Time will not permit me to read the com­
plete letter, but I want to place this passage 
on record-

"Never at any time was any undertak­
ing given or any understanding arrived at 
by me or my Committee that any funds 
raised in excess of the requirements of the 
official team would be applied towards 
Miss McCreath 's expenses, or any other 
member outside the official team.'' 

That letter to the Premier was signed by 
"N. L. Buchan, Chairman." 

I draw the attention of hon. members to 
the reasons given for that stand, reasons 
that evidently did not exist when he came to 
his arrangement with me about the disbur~J,e­
ment of funds. He refused to make funds 
available on three grounds-

" (i.) That to do so would be outside the 
authority and powers of my Committee. 

(ii.) It would be a breach of faith with 
the many donors to the fund raised by my 
Committee. 

( iii.) It would render my Committee 
liable to investigation and consequent pro­
secution under the Charitable Collections 
Act and possible cancellation of registra­
tion thereunder.'' 

To use his words, ''My Committee has been 
advised that if it used any of the moneys 
donated to the fund for a purpose other 
than that for which they were collecte(' 
. . . ", these things would happen, bu 
I suggest he knew that at the time h 
offered that money. It is difficult to reco;' 
eile that stand with the statement appearir 
in the Brisbane "Telegraph" of 24 Jm 
1958, under the caption, "Money there, r 
no trip.'' Rosemary Lassig had broken 
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swimming record in the North. The article 
in the ''Telegraph'' of that date contained 
this statement-

'' Queensland Empire Games Committee 
chairman, Alderman Norm Buchan today 
offered the necessary finance for Bunda­
berg breaststroker, Rosemary Lassig to be 
included in Australia's swim team for 
Cardiff.'' 

On the one hand he said that to make money 
available would break faith with the donors 
to the fund and make the committee liable 
to investigation, and on the other hand he 
stated that his committee would make money 
available for sending someone not in the 
official team. 

Mr. Hanlon: Was she not included in 
the official team~ 

Mr. RAMSDEN: No. Which story are 
we to believe, the one set out in the letter to 
the Premier, or the story in the '' Tele­
graph"' 

Miss B. McCreath won a silver medal at 
the Games after going to Wales at her own 
expense. She was refused assistance from the 
Empire Games Committee. Drake who could 
not go remained in Queensland and won the 
Queensland State title for the fourth time. 
The committee must be castigated if all it was 
interested in was sending people overseas 
who it thought could win a medal. If 
amateur sportsmanship has sunk as low as 
that in this State, I suggest it is time we 
gave up sport. 

Mr. Knox: And the Committee had 
£1,000 surplus money. 

Mr. RAlliSDEN: Yes, and £500 of it pro­
vided by this Government. If those pro­
visions had been in force then Alderman 
Buchan had no right to mislead myself and 
the hon. member for Nundah in the fact 
that he would make the surplus funds avail­
able. 

(Time expired.) 

. Mr. LLOYD (Kedron) (2.40 p.m.): There 
IS no question that a considerable amount of 
time has been taken up by the hon. member 
in explaining some imaginary grievance in the 
administration of the British Empire Games 
Committee. The State has no say in the 
selection of people to go overseas to represent 
Australia in the Empire Games or the Olympic 
Games. Unfortunately the hon. member spent 
25 minutes of his time in airing a grievance 
which time could have been otherwise used 
for some definite purpose. The time that he 
devoted to this matter has been more or less 
wasted. 

I associate myself with the expressions 
1ade by hon. members on both sides in con­
·atulating and eomplimenting His Excellency 
e Governor on the way in which he has 
nducted the various activities of his high 
1ce. It is a little bit sickening to i'lear 
1. members occupying the Government 
,ches in their professional :flag-waving and 

the way in which they conduct themselves as 
members of this Chamber, particularly in 
their attacks upon members of the Austmlian 
Labour Party. On many occasions those hon. 
members opposite who have served their 
country in times of war have attempted to 
belittle members of my Party on the question 
of loyalty. I say that we on this side take 
second place to nobody in our devotion ancl 
loyalty to the Throne. Many working people 
and members of the A.L.P. have expressed. 
their loyalty to members of the Royal family. 
by their spontaneous welcome to royal visitors. 
There are members o£ the Party in high office 
fighting a war against Communism and it 
ill-becomes hon. members of the Government 
side to throw aspersions on us. The officer 
commanding the Royal Australian Air Force 
Squadron in Malaya, a man with a proud and 
distinguished record during the last war is a. 
member of the Australian Labour Party and 
proud to be such. By their efforts members of 
the Liberal Party are attempting to secure 
some cheap notoriety and some internal 
pleasure at the expense of members on this 
si cl e. 

Next year we celebrate Queensland's cen­
tenary year indicating 100 years of self­
government in this State. It is to the credit 
of Great Britain and the British Crown that 
they have developed that spirit of self-govern­
ment. It is now being extended to many of 
the native nations of the world, India, Burma 
and Malaya. It is wonderful to see how this 
spirit has matured but it is unfortunate that 
the example shown by Great Britain has not 
been followed by many other nations. They are 
continuing with their policy of colonialism and 
are denying countries under their control the 
freedom that has been extended by Great 
Britain to other people. By so doing they 
are endangering democracy in a way that 
could result in another World War. They are 
continuing to deny to those countries the 
advantage of self-government, something that 
we in this State are to celebrate next year. 
If Great Britain's lead was followed by the 
other nations it would help the cause of 
democracy rather than tend to destroy its 
value in the eyes of the people who have been 
refused self-government. It is only for the 
reason that we have enjoyed self-government 
for so many years that Princess Alexandra 
will receiYe such a warm and spontaneous 
welcome when she visits us next year. Mem­
bers of the working class-people who work 
with their hands-have reason to be thankful 
for the high standards of living that they 
enjoy, which have resulted only from self­
government. It is for that reason alone tha,t 
there is in this country intense loyalty and 
devotion to the Throne of England. 

The development of Queensland has been. 
referred to by the hon. member for Somerset. 
It seems to me that he had every reason t<> 
attack his own Government. He said, for 
example, that large developmental schemes 
should be undertaken. In the 12 to 14 
months that his Government have been in 
uower-and in the budgeting for this finan-
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eial year-many of the large-scale schemes 
that Labour planned and initiated for 
Queensland's development have been either 
set aside altogether or slowed down. When 
hon. members opposite were on this side 
of the Chamber they criticised the slow pro­
gress of those projects but now, probably 
because of the shortage of Commonwealth 
loan money, they have made matters much 
worse, as the hon. member for Ithaca has 
pointed out, by a reduction of expenditure 
on the Burdekin River Authority and the 
Tully Falls hydro-electric scheme. 

I should like to mention particularly the 
reduction in expenditure on Special Works 
Investigations, which is one of the most 
important duties of the Co-ordinator-General 
of Public Works. We frequently see the 
value of the recommendations that that officer 
makes to the Government. Surveys of 
development in Central Queensland have 
shown that it would be impossible to benefit 
from many of the schemes put forward unless 
the recommendations of the Co-ordinator­
General were put into effect. He points out 
that in the areas where large-scale works are 
to be undertaken, the natural resources must 
be developed. I point out to the Minister for 
Labour and Industry that many areas of 
Queensland today are in need of a special 
investigation by the Co-ordinator-General, 
who has more or less the final say on what 
works shall receive priority according to the 
money available. The Government should 
realise that money ought to be expended in 
areas with the highest priorities. Twelve 
months ago they said that if unemployment 
became centred in any one section of the 
State, it would be necessary to divert capital 
expenditure to that area. However, that is 
not being done, regardless of the recommenda­
tion of the Co-ordinator-General of Public 
Works. Consideration is not being given to 
the depressed conditions that exist in many 
parts of Queensland. Local unemployment in 
different areas should be examined in the 
light of the Co,.ordinator-General 's recom­
mendations. For example, at the present time 
primary producers in south-west Queensland 
are in very difficult straits. If they can 
market their crops they cannot market them 
at a price above the cost of production. So 
the whole area in the south-west and near 
south-west of the State suffers badly from 
depressed business activity. An adequate 
works programme would give the district a 
shot in the arm. Funds for the purpose could 
be diverted from more prosperous centres. 
There is certainly a great deal of work to be 
done. The roads are in a shocking condition. 
Rousing is either inadequate or sub-standard. 
Many people are unemployed. Some are carry­
ing their swag and going from one place to 
another in search of work. Last week a 
young man walked from Toowoomba to 
Thallon and fortunately was able to find 
four weeks' work there. All these pockets of 
unemployment should be investigated by the 
Co-ordinator-General of Public Works and a 
direct attempt made to improve conditions. 

The Minister for Labour and Industry seems 
to be mainly interested in attracting capital 
from overseas and the South, but secondary 
industries alleviate unemployment only in 
the areas where they are established. What 
good is that to the people of other areas W If 
the Co-ordinator-General of Public Works 
related the incidence of unemployment to the 
priority of works when making his recom­
mendations he would find that the south-west 
and the west of the State deserve first con­
sideration. Pouring additional funds into 
the local economy would correct the unfor­
tunate tendency to revert to the bad old 
days. We should not then have the spectacle 
of men carrying their swags around country 
areas, and we certainly should not have to 
put up with such conditions when the State 
has such a huge potential. If the Govern­
ment's works programme is inadequate to 
meet unemployment in certain areas it is 
time that the Co-ordinator-General was asked 
to investigate the matter and make 
recommendations. 

Mr. DA VIES (Maryborough) (2.5.4 
p.m.): In the short time available to me, 
and in order to allow as many speakers as 
possible to join in the debate, I shall raise 
only a few points. 

I agree with the previous speakers that 
heavy and onerous responsibility rest on the 
shoulders of the Premier. It is most unwise 
and unfortunate that the Deputy Premier 
should see fit to desert him when Parliament 
is sitting. He should be at his side, and not 
going on tours that he alleges are in the 
interests of' the tourist traffic of tne State. 
Such trips should be kept for the parlia­
mentary recess. Surely the duties of 
Parliament and of the Premier are heavy 
enough to call for the assistance of the 
Deputy Premier, unless, of course, the feud 
that we know exists between the two parties 
is such, and the conspiracy has so far 
advanced, that he is being slowly but surely 
pushed out of having a real voice in the 
making of decision~. I notice that the 
Public Service Commissioner comes under 
this Vote. I wish to be a little parochial 
in my next remarks. I consider that there is 
a shortage of land available for Government 
buildings in my area. We missed out on 
the New South Wales bank property. 

A Government Member: Bad representa­
tion. 

Mr. DA VIES: The representation was 
all right; it was the fault of an inexperienced 
Government. The Commonwealth Governmen 
stepped in and purchased the land. I sugges 
that the Public Service Commissioner, i 
whom I have every confidence, investigate tl 
congestion in public buildings in Mar 
borough. Even if additional buildings con 
not be commenced in the immediate future 
least we should have the lands available ii 
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central position for builclincrs that will be 
required. I supplied the department with 
detailed plans of two sites--

The CHAIRlliAN: Order! I hope the 
hon. member will show how this relates to the 
Public Service Commissioner. 

lUr. DAVIES: The Public Service Com­
missioner through the Premier's Department. 
I have finished with that. 

I should_ like to turn to the Vote of £5,000 
for the Ehzabethan Theatre Tmst. I should 
be pleased if the Government would consider 
a request to someone like Dr. Lovelock, 
Director of the Conservatorium of Music, to 
represent the Government in keeping an eye 
on the types of plays, etc., sent throughout 
the Queensland countryside. I am not going 
to spend any time in criticising ''The 
Summer of the Seventeenth Doll" because I 
know I would be told immediately that it 
has received world-wide acclaim and. therefore 
it m11st have been a good play to send round 
Queensland. But I consider that when Gov­
ernment money is being spent in sending 
shows round the countryside, particularlv 
when there is a long time between tours, the 
shows should be such that every member of 
the family can see them. Families were con­
siderably embarrassed by two of the shows 
that toured Queensland, whereas comedies 
like Fra Diavolo are a source of great delight. 
We do take an interest in the way Government 
money is spent, even though the amount spent 
in this connection is only small by comparison. 

An hon. member representing a metro­
politan electorate devoted a large part of his 
time to the subject of the elimination of level 
crossings. 

lUr. Gaven: It is a hardy annual. 

Mr. DA VIES: It is an old hardy annual, 
as the hon. member for Southport says. He 
has so many hardy annuals of his own. I will 
say that he is a great battler for the things he 
believes in even though it might cause dissen­
sion in Caucus. I congratulate him on that. 
We have been told that it is not wise to 
construct a flashing-light system at Oakhurst 
crossing similar to the one installed at 
Ho ward--

The CHAIRMAN: Order! How do level 
crossings come under this Vote~ 

lUr. DA VIES: Page 60 of the Auditor­
General's report. 

The CHAIRlU:AN: Has that anv con­
nection with the Chief Secretary's bepnt­
mentW 

JUr. DAVIES: Yes. I thought about it 
Yery carefully to make sure that my remarks 
would conform to Standing Orders and that 
you would not be mnbarrassed, Mr. T·avlor. I 
shall be brief even though there is 1~uch I 
desire to say. My point is that the Govern­
ment should be prepared to ndvance money 
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to the Council to construct an overhead 
crossing in conjunction with the Department 
of Main Roads. 

This affects a large number of people who 
were Country Party supporters until the 
neglect of the dairying industry by the Com­
monwealth Government. A large number of 
people are helcl up at this crossing. During 
certain hours it is closed and then they have 
to go to the most dangerous crossing in 
Queensland, where yon cannot see a train 
approaching. One clay there will be a tragedy 
at this spot and then its danger will be 
realised. Every organisation in Maryborough 
district has raised the matter repeatedly. I 
cannot understand why something has not 
been done before now. If a bridge were built 
at the place of the alternate crossing, the 
trouble may be overcome temporarily. I took 
the Commissioner of Main Roads over this 
crossing and he admitted it was one of the 
most dangerous he had ever seen. I hope 
the Premier will use his influence to see that 
something is clone. The Co-ordinator-Gen­
eml 's report is a remarkable document of 
great adYances made by the Australian Lab­
our Party over the years. Although we have 
stacks of photographs in the literature from 
the Public Relations Bureau, I agree that 
further money should be allotted to the 
Public Relations Bureau, provided it is used in 
the interest of the State as a whole and not 
sectionally. The Government are so deter­
mined to use every avenue to euild up their 
prestige with the people that they find it 
necessary to increase this grant. It is all 
right as long as the money is used in the best 
interest of the State as a whole. I notice 
particularly that mention is made of the 
Tinaroo Falls dam. 'Vhen we were discussing 
the Bill relating to the hydro-electric scheme 
to be established on the Barron River, the 
Government were very cold on the Tinaroo 
Falls scheme. It was interesting to read the 
statement of the Minister for Public Lands 
and Irrigation, who said that the Tinaroo 
Falls dam was a masterly achievement. 'l'hat 
is a great tribute to the work of the Aus­
tralian Labour Party. 

Mr. Muller: I did not say that at all. 

Mr. DAVIES: I have to accept the hon. 
gentleman's statement. 

Mr. Muller: The hon. member said that 
I paid a tribute to the Australian ~abour 
Party. Where did you get that from~ 

Mr. DA VIES: I realise that the Minister 
would not make that admission, but I am 
sure he has a great admiration for the work 
which we did in that connection. The hon. 
gentleman must admire the Labour Govern­
ment for what they did. I shall stud:v with 
great interest the answers to my questions on 
the Clare settlement because I had been led 
to believe by members of the Government that 
it was over-run with nut grass, but this 
morning I learned from the Minister that 
only a small portion is affected. Much more 
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will be heard of that settlement. Hon. mem­
bers on the Government side are anxious to 
speak on the Vote in the absence of the 
Premier, who refused them permission to 
speak on the Budget debate. I do not want 
to enlarge upon my statement, but I draw 
attention to the fact that the estimate in 1951 
according to the Co-ordinator-General's 
report was £7.8 million, and the statement 
by the Minister for Lands that it had been 
constructed at a cost of £7.3 million-less 
than the estimated cost. The Minister went 
on to say that this had been done in the 
face of costs that had continually spiralled 
since the project was conceived. The Chifiey 
Government was defeated in 1949, the Menzies 
Government being elected on the promise 
that they would put money back in the £1. 
They have failed to do so and costs have 
spiralled since that time. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The value of 
the £1 has no relevance to the Vote. 

Mr. DA VIES: Country Party members 
are generally much better informed than 
members of the Liberal Party. 

I shall deal with another matter in this 
report. It covers the Mt. Isa-Towns­
ville, Collinsville Railway Rehabilitation 
scheme. The estimated cost is somewhere 
in the vicinity of £30,000,000. \Ve know 
that £10,!500,000 is being spent by the 
Commonwealth Government on the Albury to 
Melbourne railway and £1,500,000 is being 
given to A.N.A., a private airline. The 
Commonwealth Government are spending 
£19,000,000 a year on the Snowy River 
scheme. They are prepared to give those 
large sums to the other States but they will 
not help to provide £30,000,000 for one of 
Queensland's most important railways. The 
Queensland Government have to provide 
£7,000,000. I should like an explanation as 
to why a full and complete answer was not 
given to the question asked by the hon. 
memlJer for Ithaca on this subject. The 
report of the Co-ordinator-General under this 
heading contains the words, ''The National 
significance of the project." The Co-ordi­
nator-General is a most valued and esteemed 
office<·. In regard to this rail link he speaks 
of its contribution to export earnings. He 
emphasises that it is a matter of national 
importance. It is of extreme importance to 
the development of North Queensland. I 
emphasised that during the recent private 
members' motion on the development of 
North Queensland. The point was also 
stressed by a Government member. I 
think the hon. member for Somerset ham­
mered away at the argument that we must 
have additional finance if we are to develop 
the magnificent mineral and other resources 
of this great State. T·he Prime Minister with 
his platitudes and smug complacencv is still 
rejecting representations for Comn{onwealth 
assistance for this work. He is confident 
t~at he can gull the people into returning 
hrs Government at the forthcomi!r g election. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to return to the Vote. 

Mr. DA VIES: This matter is of tremen­
dous importance. 

This part of the Co-ordinator-General's. 
report concludes with these words, ''At time 
of writing, the Bank's decision is awaited.'' 
·we have every reason to believe that nego­
tiations have fallen down, and that the 
Government are seeking money in Americ~ 
and New York. Why should the Common­
wealth Government not provide the money~· 
The full amount of £30,000,000 would noL 
be needed at once. vVhy could that Govern­
ment not provide money to employ men on 
this and other development work and so save 
them from tramping over the many miles of 
the south-west looking for work, as was 
stated by the hon. member for Kedron, Wh(} 
has just returned from those areas. 

This morning, by way of interjection, a 
Government member asked if I had 
received all the information I wanted. My 
question was courteously answered by the· 
Minister, but the hon. member to whom I 
refer could not avoid interjecting in his 
sarcastic manner. Why should the Opposi­
tion not seek the fullest information~ If 
the hon. member who asked that question 
had read this report, his conscience would 
have been so disturbed that he would have 
felt compelled-if he wanted to do the right 
thing-to get on the stump and tell the 
people to reject the Menzies Government. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. DA VIES: I am sorry I am not able 
to continue with that aspect. 

Mention has been made of the great pro­
ject that is being developed in Maryborough 
at the present time and I refer to the home 
for the aged. The people of the Mary­
borough district are interested to see the 
wonderful contribution made by the previous 
A.L.P. Government to the welfare of those· 
who were so sadly neglected in social service 
payments by the Commonwealth Government. 
We look forward to a change of Government 
on 22 November when all pensions will be 
increased. 

The CHAIR!'IIAN: Order! I remind the 
hon. member that that is not a matter 
covered by the Vote under discussion. 

Mr. DA VIES: By a general improvement 
in pensions there would be fewer pensioners 
and less need for homes for the aged. It is 
belie>·ed that the magnificent home for the 
aged in J\1aryborough will be opened at the 
beginning of next year. 

The CHAIRltiAN: Order! I am tired of 
calling the hon. member to order about mat­
ters that cannot be discussed on this Vote. 

Mr. DAVIES: I have an earnest desire 
to make my speech in accord.ance with your 
wishes, Mr. Taylor. The success of the work 
of the Premi 3r 's Department depends upon 
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sufficient funds from the Commonwealth Gov­
ernment, and if they cannot be obtained a 
change of Government on 22 November next 
is warranted. 

!Ir. TOOTH (Kelvin Grove) (3.13 
p.m.) : There has been criticism of the 
increased Vote for the Premier and Chief 
Secretary but I want to say that the whole 
()f the Estimates have been cast in an 
entirely different form to previous years. 
The Government have no fear of any search­
ing line of criticism and examination because 
the Vote includes all charges of expenditure. 
For instance, it includes such items as the 
<'Welcome to Queensland'' and a Directory 
of Government departments which will be 
issued this year and which are now a direct 
charge on the Contingencies Vote of the 
State Public Relations Bureau. In previous 
years this was not so, but now that every 
publication is an instrument in promoting 
increased prosperity and increased benefits to 
the people of Queensland, that expenditure is 
charged to the Bureau that incurs the 
expense. A major portion of the £5,300 for 
Contingencies is allocated to such publica­
tions and expenses are kept at a minimum. 
I know from experience the rigid economy 
being exercised in relation to this Bureau. 
I made application some time ago to the 
State Public Relations Bureau officer for 
additional copies of an issue of a new 
bulletin and I found that because of recent 
-aconomy measures introduced there was 
<Only a limited number for distribution. 
It has a world-wide circulation. This limited 
number is carefully husbanded and distri­
buted so that the maximum result can be 
got from a minimum expenditure. I con­
gratulate the Bureau on the publication of 
a bulletin so widely read and so constructive 
and economic in production. 

Other factors that enter into the Estimates 
this year were absent in previous years. As 
you know, Mr. Taylor, a photographic liaison 
officer has recently been appointed. That has 
meant not only that the salary bill has been 
increased, but that this year there has been 
a considerable outlay for photographic equip­
ment. Every department, and every Minister, 
has made use of this officer, who is a photo­
grapher of the first rank in his own pro­
fession, and the true value of his services 
has yet to be disclosed. With the expansion 
of Queensland will follow expansion of the 
work of this bureau and many demands for 
the work and services of this officer. 

With the removal of those two main items 
-publications and photographic equipment­
a matter of less than £1,400 is left in the 
Contingencies Vote to cover all expenditure 
under that heading. In the same way, it 
was found that the increased activities of 
the Bureau following the drive for increased 
development, necessitated the appointment of 
two additional Public Relations officers to 
eope with requests from other departments 
for pamphlets, articles, and advertisements, as 
well as maintaining the increasing pressure 
from the office of the Premier. When we 

realise that in the Labour-ruled State of 
New South Wales, each of the 16 Ministers 
has a personal Public Relations officer, quite 
apart from the departmental publicity 
officers, it would be foolish to carp at the 
Queensland State Public Relations Bureau 
staff of one Public Relations officer and four 
assistants. Those officers give excellent ser­
vice at a relatively moderate cost. 

In passing, I should like to say how pleased 
I am that the Government are reviewing all 
salaries in the Public Service. Their policy, 
just as is any business-man's policy, is to 
buy the best at a just price. 

Referring to some of the particular and 
special aspects of the work of this Bureau, I 
should like to make reference to the activities 
of the Director of the Bureau-the State 
Public Relations Officer--in association with 
the centenary projects. He is the Chairman 
of the Publications Committee of the Cen­
tenary Celebrations Committee, and he is 
co-operating with Sir Raphael Cilento in 
editing a volume that is to be an important 
centenary project. It is the first complete 
and up-to-date history of Queensland to be 
produced. I should like to make some refer­
ence to this work of the Committee, in which 
the State Public Relations Officer is playing 
such a prominent part. 

Mr. Baxter: Is a history of printing 
in Queensland to be included in that 
publication f 

Mr. TOOTH: I could not say. It is 
to be a historical document covering all 
aspects of Queensland's development over 
the years. It may answer the hon. member's 
question if I point out what is being done. 
The book will be titled ''Triumph in the 
Tropics,'' and it will have as its underlying 
theme the triumph of the European 
in tropical conditions. Hon. members 
will realise, therefore, that it will 
indeed cover a very wide field. This triumph 
of Europeans is an achievement without 
parallel in history. We in Queensland do 
not realise what an achievement it has been, 
because we are so close in place and time 
to what is being done in tropical and sub­
tropical parts; we tend to overlook the mag­
nitude of the achievement. It has been proved 
here beyond any doubt that Europeans can 
live, work and prosper under geographical 
and climatic conditions that hitherto have 
been deemed tolerable only for native peoples 
and races acclimatised by centuries of 
residence under tropical skies. 

Mr. Baxter: That has happened in many 
other countries, too. 

Mr. TOOTH: That is so, but we are 
doing it here entirely as a European com­
munity. The hon. member will not find that 
in many other parts of the tropics. We have 
developed a completely integrated and entire 
European community. If Queensland is not 
unique in that respect, it is at least among 
the very rare examples. 

Mr. Lloyd: It is rare only because we 
kept slave labour out of this country. 
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Mr. TOOTH: That is not relevant. The 
point is that Europeans have developed an 
integrated community under tropical condi­
tions. That is an achievement that we should 
be proud of. The book ''Triumph of the 
Tropics'' will give us a history of that. I 
go further and say it is here best proved 
that Europeans can live and multiply--

li'Ir. Power: If you tell us all that is 
in the book you will spoil our reading of it. 

Mr. TOOTH: I can assure the hon. 
member that the account in the book will 
be infinitely more detailed than what I am 
giving. That is why this aspect of the work 
of the State Public Relations Officer should 
be mentioned. The bo;Jk will contain 450 
pages. Its account of Queensland's develop­
ment will cover the early stages-the prelude 
to discovery-the road of progress and the 
final development up to the Centenary year. 
I commend the project to the favourable 
attention of hon. members and the public at 
large. 

The Strrte Public Relations Bureau will 
play a part, too, in the production of an 
anthology of Queensland writing. 

:ilir. Power: Quite a good object. 

lir. TOOTH: I should be surprised to 
learn thrrt anybody questioned it. At the 
same time, I imagine this is a subject of 
interest to the Committee, and therefore I 
propose to continue. The production of an 
anthology of Queensland writing covering 
100 years of literary work in the State is a 
project of great value indeed. It is planned 
to limit the publication to 3,000 copies 
because, as is no doubt well known to hon. 
members, anthologies are notoriously hard 
to sell. For the same reason, although the 
other book will be produced, published and 
printed entirely in Queensland, it has been 
thought necessary to secure the assistance 
of an overseas publishing house with the 
anthology. 

:ilir. Baxter: Why? 

ltir. TOOTH: As I mentioned anth­
ologies are extremely hard to 8ell a;d it is 
therefore necessary to have world-wide 
m-enues of sale. But let the hon. member 
not he unduly alarmed. The anthology will 
he published by Messrs. Longman, Green & 
Co., but the greater part of the work­
indeed more than 90 per cent. of it-will 
be done here. I hope that will assuage the 
hon. member's outraged feeling-s. The 
appointment of Mr. R. S. Bvrne the President 
of the Fellowship of Austr"alian Writers and 
Dr. Val Vallis, Lecturer in Philosophy at 
the Un~versity of Queensland, to be jointly 
responsrhle for the compilation of the anth­
ology is a guarantee of a livelv, interesting 
and accurate picture of the" development 
of Queensland literature to be presented in 
the book. 

:My time is very limited but I should like 
to make brief reference to the publication 

"Achievements" referred to by the hon. 
member for Ithaca this morning. He made 
great play of the fact that, I think he said, 
some 16 pages were taken up with photo­
graphs of the Ministers. The booklet deals 
with the achievements of the Government and 
it is probable that the general public would 
be interested to see photos of the people 
responsible for them. It must be admitted 
that the occupants of the Government's front 
bench are indeed a photogenic group. Their­
photographs would not in any way detract 
from the value of the book. 

Mr. Power: I should think the photos 
would lose you votes. 

:ilir. :ill orris: Will you distribute a few 
of the books for us~ 

:ilir. Lloyd: You have got to put the­
photographs in to fill up the book because 
of the lack of achievements. 

~Ir. TOOTH: I understand the com­
plaint was that the book was too big. The 
fact is that the book has been reduced to 
the very smallest proportions in w hi eh the 
achieYements of the Government could be 
rEcorded. In spite of what has been said 
ahout the booklet, and in spite of the efforts 
of hon. members opposite to have the 
populace believe that it is a Government 
propaganda publication, let me assure hon. 
members that it is not. 

Mr. Power: Of course it is. 

Mr. TOOTH: The Government can make­
a much better job of propaganda than that. 
It is a factual account of genuine achieve­
ments by the present Government. The 
hooklet contains matter of great interest to 
the people of Queensland, and it was brought 
out to give a full and clear account of what 
Government legislation and administrative 
action in the last nine months has meant 
to them-something they could not get from 
Rynoptic accounts in the P'ress, whose policy 
after all is to entertain and not to instruct. 
It is stJmething, of course, that they would 
neYer be likely to get from the accounts 
they would hear from hon. members opposite. 
Unlike our friends opposite, we have never 
been afraid to have our actions exposed to 
the light of day, to have them closely 
serutinised and meticulously examined. N o:r 
do we try to emulate the example of the 
too-long line of successive Labour Govern­
ments in considering the electors too 
insignificant and unimportant to be told how 
we are discharging the responsibilities with 
which they have entrusted us. 

:ilfr. Hanlon: The Budget debate showed 
that. 

:ilir. TOOTH: The Budget debate! There 
is no doubt that our friends opposite seem 
to be very upset about this Budget debate. 
The Budget debate fell down because hon. 
members of the Opposition were not pre­
pared to carry on the debate. There was 
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nothing for us to do. The Treasurer had 
made a magnificent job of it and we left 
it to him. 

It is not misuse of public money to pub­
lish an account of our stewardship-to give 
the electors, as it were, an annual report and 
balance sheet of the great company in 
which they are all investors and have a 
stake-Queensland. If you, Mr. Taylor, 
want what were, in my opinion, true 
examples of misuse of public money 
and government facilities, we have o~ly 
to reflect back on the propaganda m­
dulged in at the public's expense when 
Labour were in Government. Remember the 
stream of Labour propaganda then poured 
out, not with party funds, but with the 
people's money and facilities. It was this 
use of public funds and public facilities 
which my colleagues attacked with very 
good cause in the past when they occupied 
the benches the Australian Labour Party now 
finds so strange and uncomfortable. We 
have removed these practices and the person­
nel of the State Public Relations Bureau and 
Government facilities are wholly engaged in 
work for the benefit of Queensland and its 
people. · 

lUr. DAVIES: I rise to a point of order. 
The hon. member for Kelvin Grove made a 
statement that the previous Australian 
Labour Party Government had misused pub­
lic funds for party political purposes. That 
is untrue, not in accordance with fact, and 
objectionable to the A.L.P. Opposition. I 
ask for a withdrawal. 

The CHAIRMAN: I was speaking to the 
Whip, and did not hear the expression that 
the hon. member for Kelvin Grove used. 

Mr. ltl()rris: He was merely expressing 
an opinion. 

The CHAIMIAN: If the hon. member 
for Kelvin Grove would please give me his 
interpretation of what he said I will be able 
to decide whether there is a point of order 
or not. 

1\Ir. TOOTH: I express it as my per­
sonal opinion that in the past in the use of 
the State Public Relations Bureau the for­
mer Government had misused public money 
for party political propaganda. 

The CHAIRlUAN: I would point out to 
the hon. member for Maryborough that that 
is no personal reflection on any hon. member 
and therefore not a matter which requires 
>Yithdrawal. 

1\Ir. DA VIES: Thank you, Mr. Taylor. It 
appears that the hon. member has withdrawn 
his statement. 

Hon. K. J. MORRIS (Mt. Coot-tha­
Minister for Labour and Industry) (3.29 
p.m.) : It is not very often that a deputy 
has the privilege of handling the concluding 
stages of the debate on the Estimates of 
the Premier's department. It has only 

happened on this occasion because of the 
very important function held at Mary 
Kathleen last night. I am delighted to have 
the opportunity, as the deputy Premier, to 
make one or two comments, which I might 
not make in the presence of the Premier. 
First of all let me say how very proud we 
in Cabinet and also we who sit behind him 
in government, are .of our Premier. We 
often think of the statements made against 
him by our political opponents when they 
said he was too honest to be a Premier of 
Queensland. We are very proud to recog­
nise that the Australian Labour Party's 
criticism has been unjustified because the 
Premier's honesty is beyond question. He 
is an excellent Premier. 

1\Ir. DAVIES: I rise to a point of order. 
No member of this group on the Opposition 
made a statement that ti1c Premier was too 
honest to be Premier of the State. This 
Party believes that the probity of a person 
in that position should be above question. 

The CHAIRI\IAN: Order! There is no 
personal reflection on any member of the 
Opposition, consequently there is no point of 
order. 

~Ir. lUORRIS: We are very proud to 
serve under such a leader. 

Government ~I embers: Hear, hear! 

Mr. ~I ORRIS: I doubt whether there is 
a Parliament in the whole of the British 
Empire where the Government are so com­
pletely and absolutely behind their Premier 
as we are in this State. 

Government 1\Iembers: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Hanlon: Does that go for the 
Liberal Party too~ 

1\Ir. MORRIS: It certainly goes for the 
Liberal Party. I tell the hon. member for 
Ithaca that we are all of the one mind on 
this side of the Chamber. 

Government Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MORRIS: The longer the period of 
time that we can sit behind Frank Nicklin 
as Premier the happier we will be. 

Go1·ernment Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. 1\IORRIS: We know that the people 
of Queensland are going to give us many 
years of opportunity to do so. 

Go"l'ernment Members: Hear, hear! 

1\Ir. 1\IO RRIS: It has been a very pleas­
ant experience to hear all the things that 
have lDeen said by members on both sides 
about the Premier. I repeat that if any­
thing they were under-statements rather than 
over-statements. 

There are very few things to be answered. 
Most matters were dealt with by the Premier 
on Thursday night last, but I feel called upon 
to answer one or t>YO statements that weTe 
made today. I propose to treat seriously 
those matters that have been presented. Many 
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suggestions have been made by hon. members 
on this side and they will be noted very care­
fully. We recognise that however good an 
administration may be suggestions can be 
made for the future. Very good suggestions 
have been made from this side, and they 
will be carefully examined. The hon. member 
for Kedron raised a couple of points-I am 
sorry the hon. member has left the Chamber­
with which I shall deal. He asked why the 
expenditure on the Burdekin River bridge 
had been reduced. I point out to the hon. 
member the first stage of this project has 
been practically completed, therefore expendi­
ture is being progressively reduced. I remind 
the hon. member-it is a pity he did not 
know it-that the Gair Government had 
already made the decision to defer the next 
stages of that project. The next stage 
involves the construction of a major dam on 
the Burdekin River estimated to cost manv 
millions of pounds. I refer the hon. membir 
to the report of the Co-ordinator-General of 
Public Works for the year ended 1955. At 
page 86 of that report it is stated that 
although planning and investigations were 
proceeding no funds were available for the 
construction of the main dam. It is rather 
a pity that the hon. member for Kedron, 
who should have known that this was printed 
in 1956, has either forgotten or neglected to 
read the report. I regarded it as a serious 
question. 

The hon. member raised the question of 
the Tully Falls scheme and referred to the 
reduction in expenditure on this scheme. I 
point out that this is due to the reason that 
the first stage has been completed and offi­
cially was declared open by the Premier in 
September last year. In regard to the supply 
of power to the grid system it has been 
stated by the Premier that it has been 
decided not to proceed with stages two and 
three but to carry out the Barron River 
hydro-electric extension project which our 
advisers believe has an advantage over the 
further stages of the Tully Falls project. 
Broadly, the Government are endeavouring 
to bring these schemes to fruition. We do 
not subscribe to the policy of the previous 
administration which was to have a number 
of projects proceeding year after year, very 
slowly, projects that were not really serving 
the best interests of the people. 

'lhe hon. member for Kedron spoke of 
some diminution in the work of the Co-ordi­
nator-General. I remind him that early this 
year problems were experienced because of 
the drought and the consequent closing down 
of seasonal industries. Work was provided 
in areas where there was unemployment. The 
problem was tackled assiduously by the Gov­
ernment, with marked success. There was 
an extension of the work of the Co-ordinator­
General, rather than a diminution of it. 

I shall not comment at length on the wild 
ramblings of the hon. member for Mary­
borough. In the 10 to 15 minutes of his 
speech he covered the work of every Govern­
ment department, and as soon as he realised 

that he was in imminent danger of being 
called to order by the Chairman he would 
switch to some other subject. In that quar· 
ter of an hour he tried to remedy his omis­
sion to speak in earlier debates. The 
Address in Reply debate presented him with 
an opportunity of speaking for 40 minutes on 
these subjects. He could even have obtained 
an extension. He had a further opportunity 
of speaking along those lines during the 
debate on the Financial Statement. Did he 
take advantage of those opportunities~ Of 
course he did not. If ever there was a case 
of carelessness in regard to Parliamentary 
duties, the hon. member by his neglect to 
speak during those very important debates 
gave us the most outstanding example since 
I have been in this Chamber. I am very 
disappointed that an excellent place such as 
Mary borough should be so carelessly repre­
sented. I trust that the Leader of the 
Opposition will take the hon. member for 
Maryborough to task, and will instruct him 
that, instead of adopting the role of that 
classical character, Uriah Heap, he should 
endeavour to serve a useful purpose in this 
Chamber. I hope the Leader of the Opposi­
tion will bring to the hon. member's atten­
tion the fact that he has wasted many oppor­
tunities to speak in this session and will 
instil in the hon. member a true recognition 
of his great responsibilities. 

The hon. member for Ithaca spoke in seri­
ous vein. I shall deal briefly with his state­
ments before proceeding to other matters. He 
mentioned the production of ''The A.B.C. of 
Government Departments.'' Tha~ very good 
publication was discontinued for some years, 
but I am happy to state that it is the Govern­
ment's intention to produce that book again. 
Indeed, £250 has been allocated for that pur­
pose in the coming year. I found it a very 
valnable aid. I am sure all hon. members 
will be glad to know that it is to be pro­
duced again by this Government. 

The hon. member for Ithaca referred to 
the Royal visit next year. I do not question 
for a moment the statement that he is very 
happy to know that we are to have a Royal 
visitor. I should like to tell him that it 
is the custom for contact to be maintained 
between Commonwealth and State officials in 
regard to Royal visits. There are certain 
functions which remain with the Common­
wealth but the Queensland programme, laid 
clown by the Government and carried out by 
State officials, must receive the approval of 
Buckingham Palace and the Royal visitor. 
The hon. member need have no fear that 
Commonwealth officials will interfere with the 
conduct of the Royal tour in Queensland. 
In saying that, it is synonymous with say­
ing that the Royal tour will be well con­
ducted by Queensland. We will have ever;· 
reason to be proud of the performance of 
the Government and their officers in relation 
to that visit. 

I was a little disturbed to hear of the 
feeling apparently existing between certain 
sections of the Opposition as to amenities 
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provided by the Government to the Leaders 
of the various parties in Opposition. I 
think the Government have done the right 
thing iu making available certain secretarial 
help to the Leader of the Queensland Labour 
Party. It is help which I was deprived of 
when I occupied a similar position in this 
Chamber. Because I was deprived of it it 
is no reason why I should now be opposed 
to the granting of it to some one else. 

lUr. Power: You are to be commended 
for what you have done. 

Mr. MORRIS It was the right thing. 
There is some unhappiness on the part of 
the Australian Labour Party over what has 
been done for the Q.L.P. There is further 
unhappiness within the A.L.P. that we have 
not gone the full distance in regard to its 
request. 

Mr. Dnfficy: "The Courier-Mail" thought 
so this morning. 

Mr. MORRIS: The Government have 
gone quite a long way further than the 
former Government ever went in amenities to 
the Leader of the Opposition. In one short 
year we have made what I think are very 
valuable improvements to amenities. I hope 
hon. members of the Opposition will be 
patient because there will be many years 
during which we can continue to improve 
conditions. We were patient for a long time 
and got nothing; the Opposition are not 
patient for a little while but have got a 
lot. They have every reason to be satisfied. 

The hon. member for Ithaca raised the 
question of the projected development at 
Mt. Isa. I think the Premier has given him 
as much information on that as it is possible 
for him to give at this stage. The hon. 
member knows very well that the Premier 
will, :v~en the tim'e is opportune, give the 
Oppos1t10n all the further inform.ation he 
can give. 

Mr. Davies: Will you say that he was 
let down by the Commonwealth Government~ 

Mr. M9RRIS: The hon. member had th(l 
opportumty to talk about that in his Address­
in-Reply speech but he was too lazy. Why 
does he not now keep quiet' · 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

jjfr. Davies: I was not running round 
the countryside. 

Mr. MORRIS: As a matter of fact, tha 
Premier is doing his job as most other 
Ministers here--

Mr. Davies: Who? 

Jir. MORRIS: The Premier. 

Mr. Davies: I was not talking about the 
Premier, but you. 

Mr. JIORRIS: I did not neglect the 
opportunity of speaking. I was not sitting 
down lazily and doing nothing as the hon. 

member was. At least I am doing my job. 
Seeing that the hon. member for Mary­
borough has raised the matter, the first 
person who tries to get every ounce of 
advantage out of the visit of any Cabinet 
Minister to his own area is the hon. member 
who is now very critical because Cabinet 
members go to parts of Queensland other than 
Maryborough. Of course, I recognise that 
Maryborough needs the attention of Cabinet 
Ministers, because it is being so badly neg­
lected by its own member. 

The Premier on Thursday night replied to 
most of the points that had been raised, and 
I have only a few more comments to make. 
He left one matter for me to deal 
with-a matter that I regard as very import­
ant-and I propose to touch on it now. I 
refer, of course, to the very subtle and unkind 
criticism by the Leader of the Opposition of 
the Agent-General for Queensland in London. 
I remind hon. members of what was said by 
the Leader of the Opposition, because it 
cannot go unanswered. This is what he said-

'' I think I am justified in attempting to 
debunk the matter raised by the Agent­
General about the work done by the Agent­
General and his staff in London.'' 

What a dreadful thing to say! Fancy trying 
to debunk the work that is being done by one 
of the most outstanding officers that Queens­
land has ever known! 

Jir. Houston: Did you hear him say 
thaU 

Mr. MORRIS: Yes, I did. Did not the 
hon. member hear him~ I heard him, and I 
am quoting from a transcript of what he said. 

Mr. Lloyd: From "Hansard"? 

Mr. MORRIS: Yes. 

Mr. Lloyd: In this debate? 

Mr. MORRIS: Yes. Did not the hon. 
member know that I could W That is some­
thing else that he has learned. 

The Leader of the Opposition-and I am 
still quoting from '' Hansard' '-went on to 
say, after a few words of very grudging 
praise-

''Speaking of the visit overseas of the 
Queensland Promotion Delegation led by 
the Deputy Premier, the Agent-General says 
that the delegation's main objective was 
to attract more secondary industry to 
Queensland.'' 

Incidentally, the Agent-General did not say 
that. 

The Leader of the Opposition continued-

'' He goes on, in the manner of the rather 
sickening spate of apologetics we have 
heard since the delegation returned home, 
to say" ... 

and so on. 

Mr. Lloyd: Is that the official "Hansard" 
proof~ 
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lUr. lliORRIS: Yes. That is what the 
Leader of the Opposition said. 

We have in London, in the person of the 
Agent-General, one of the most Yaluable 
servants that this State has ever had. By 
comparison with other Agents-General, he is 
outstanding in the work that he has done. He 
is recognised as being probably the best 
Agent-General that this or any other State in 
Australia has ever sent overseas. 

Mr. Power: He is not a political hack. 

liir. MORRIS: Of course not; not a bit. 

liir. Power: You know he was selected 
by a Labour Government, don't you? 

Mr. MORRIS: Of course I do, and more 
power to them for having done so. They 
selected an outstanding man who is doing an 
outstanding job. 

I have no objection to the Leader of the 
Opposition constantly being a ''knocker'' of 
the Queensland Trade Delegation, but if he 
continues to be a ''knocker'' let it be on his 
own shoulders. It is fatally easy for any­
body, whether in Opposition or elsewhere, to 
criticise people who are in fact doing some­
thing even though they may not be as per­
fect as he would like them to be. For my 
part, however, I would rather have a man who 
is doing things and sometimes making 
mistakes than one who never does anything. 

Mr. Lloyd: We would like to see you do 
something like that. 

Mr. liiORRIS: May be if the hon. gentle­
man listens I will tell him something. First 
of all, let me tell him what the Agent­
General is doing. After all, he was the 
man who was criticised by the Leader of 
the Opposition. Firstly the Agent-General's 
officers are providing outstanding representa­
tion of Queensland in Great Britain and, 
secondly, they are doing outstanding work 
for the sugar industry, Mr. Muir in particular. 
As Chairman of the International Sugar 
Council, he has made probably one of the 
greatest contributions. 

Mr. LLOYn: I rise to a point of order. 
I have allowed this to go on for a short time 
without protesting but it is obvious that the 
Minister for Labour and Industry has taken 
remarks by the Leader of the Opposition 
completely out of their context. I can assure 
the Committee that there was no attack at 
all on the Agent-General. 

The CHAIRlUAN: Order! There is no 
point of order. The Minister is entitled to 
express his opinion. 

Mr. Lloyd: As long as it is an honest 
opinion, we do not mind. 

lUr. MORRIS: I say quite seriously that 
I appreciate the fact that the Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition has apologised for his 
leader. I am sorry that he should have found 
it necessary. However, I shall continue to 
show what good work is being done by the 

Agent-General in London. He is giVmg con­
siderable assistance in the recruitment of 
migrants and he is making many purchases 
for the Queensland Government, both very 
important functions. He is attending to 
legal work in London for the Public Curator. 
All those who have been overseas know 
the outstanding hospitality extended to 
Queenslanders by Mr. Muir and his staff; 
it is very much appreciated by many 
thousands of people. 

JUr. LLOYD: I rise to a point of order. 
I resent very much the imputation to the 
Leader of the Opposition. It is a reflection 
on the members of the Opposition. I point 
out that my leader said, "Mr. Muir is a 
capable, efficient and courteous officer.'' 

The CHAIRlliAN: Order! The Minister 
for Labour and Industry. 

lilr. MORRIS: I repeat how pleased I 
am that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
again finds it necessary to apologise for his 
leader. 

lUr, Lloyd: Quoting from "Hansard", 
too. 

lilr. MORRIS: I continue to point out 
the good work being done by the Agent­
General. A tremendous amount of work is 
being done in London today in the marketing 
of primary production and, while it is largely 
in the hands of the primary-producing 
oTganisation concerned, it is being greatly 
assisted by Mr. Muir. He is doing a great 
deal of promotion work and general public 
relations work for the State. 

Returning to the subjest that the members 
of the A.L.P. are so happy to criticise, he 
is doing a great deal to follow up the work 
done by the Queensland Promotion Delega­
tion. He arranged more than 200 appoint­
ments for the members of the delegation 
while they were in the United Kingdom, and 
they were very important appointments, too. 
He has steadily followed up all the contacts 
made. As a matter of fact, some hundreds 
of letters have passed between the Agent­
General and Queensland in follow-up work. 
Yesterday I received from him a letter from 
the representative of an organisation in 
London who wrote to him in these terms-

'' Thank you for your letter of the lOth 
October and we must apologise for not 
keeping you fully advised of the position 
in connection with the manufacture of our 
products in Queensland. We would like you 
to know that the response on this subject 
from several manufacturing concerns in 
Queensland has been most satisfactory and 
we feel confident that our joint efforts will 
soon be brought to a successful 
conclusion.'' 

lilr. Power: What do they manufacture? 
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Mr. JUORRIS: I do not intend to tell 
the hon. member the name of the manufac­
turer. The letter continues-

'' The position at the moment is, how­
ever, that several small, although important, 
problems have come to the surface and it is 
taking longer to resolve these than we had 
hoped for. However, we are working hard 
on the proposition and will certainly be 
pleased to advise you the results very 
shortly." 

There are approximately 60 of these proposals 
at the moment being handled here by my 
officers and by the Agent-General in London. 

Mr. Davies: Have any negotiations got 
past the letter-writing stage~ 

l\Ir. MORRIS: If the hon. member would 
speak up instead of mumbling I would prob­
ably hear him, but he is as inefficient in his 
talking as he is in his attention to his duties. 

It might be asked: what is the reaction of 
these people when they leave Queensland after 
coming out here as a result of the work of the 
Agent-General~ I have a letter here from one 
of the members of the Quaker Oats Company. 
I do not mind divulging the name on this 
occasion because it has been mentioned in the 
Press. The letter reads-

'' I was tremendously impressed by the 
activity of your Labour and Industry 
Department. I had calls from those associ­
ated with you in the department and from 
several members of the Queensland Parlia­
ment. If energy, drive and enthusiasm 
mean anything, Queensland is bound to 
grow.'' 

That is a letter from a man who was here 
only last week. I have letters like that from 
literally dozens of organisations. They are all 
being followed up by the Agent-General in 
London. He is doing a tremendous amount of 
necessary follow-up work. 

The hon. member for Maryborough is 
usually so scathing in his criticism that I 
want to give him a little information gratis. 
He can do what he likes about this. While 
we were away, as a consequence of the work 
of the Agent-General, we were put in touch 
with several organisations, particularly to 
assist Walkers Ltd. in Maryborough as we 
realised that Walkers Ltd. were having diffi­
culties because of the change-over from steam 
to diesel locomotives. As we had with us a 
director of Walkers Ltd. the Agent-General 
specially put" us in touch with a firm which is 
a subsidiary of Associated British Engi­
neering which makes marine engines. \V e 
believed marine engines would be suitable for 
Walkers Ltd. He also put us in touch with an 
organisation called Henry Meadows Ltd. that 
makes diesel engines. We hoped that with 
the help of these two organisations we could 
cause diesel engines to be made in Mary­
borough. We also put Walkers Ltd. in. tou~h 
with people who manufacture crane skrffs 1n 
a very large way, and another company which 
makes diesel locomotives. Since then there 
have been constant negotiations between 

Walkers and these overseas companies, 
assistecl by the Agent-General, in the hope 
that they will be to the satisfaction of the 
people in l'lfaryborough. I mn telling the hon .. 
member for Maryborough these things because 
of his constant harping criticism. If they 
come to fruition-as I believe many of them 
will-it will be of grPat benefit to Mary­
borough ancl Queensland, bnt it is in the 
hancls of tl1e people who are canying through 
the negotiations. 

At 4 p.m., 

The CHAIRiliAN: Order! Under the pro­
visions of the Sessional Order agreed to by 
the House on 16 October, I shall now proceed 
to put the questions necessary for the Vote 
under consideration and the balance remain­
ing unvoted for Premier ancl Chief Secretary. 

The questions for the following Votes were 
put, and agreed to-

Premier and Chief Secretary-

Chief Office £53,313 

Balance of Votes .. £7,092,373. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC LANDS, FORESTRY 
AND IRRIGATION. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Hon. A. G. MULLER (Fassifern­
Minister for Public Lands and Irrigation) 
( 4.1 p.m.) : I move-

" That £300,645 be granted for 'Depart­
ment of Public Lands, Forestry and 
Irrigation-Chief Office'. " 

This sum represents an increase of £101,899 
on last year's allocation. In actual fact, the 
sub-headings totalling this allocation are very 
similar to those of the previous year. There 
are slight fluctuations mainly due to varied 
costs and increased salaries but, in the main, 
the relationship is comparable. In previous 
years' Estimates allocations for the eradica­
tion of Harrisia cactus, the eradication of 
groundsel and the purchase of hormone we~di­
cides, poisons, etc., have been a charge agamst 
the Loan Vote. In accordance with this 
year's Budgetary requirements these latter 
items will now be provided for under Revenue, 
and this accounts for the increased revenue 
vote now sought. Running through the items 
quickly, for the information of hon. members, 
an allocation against salaries of £148,440 is 
sought against last year's allocation of 
£143,901. Postage and incidentals total 
£34,230 against last year's allocation of 
£33,485. Fares, printing, stores, etc. total 
£11,000 against last year's allocation of 
£10,140. Acquisition of land for road 
and other purposes totals £4,000 against 
last year's allocation of £4,500. A 
total of £92,600 has been set aside 
for the eradication of Harrisia cactus, the 
eradication of groundsel and the purchase of 
hormone weedicides, poisons, etc., against, as 
I previously mentioned, a Loan Vote alloca­
tion of £148,250. An allocation of £4,500 ha~ 
been made for investigation of watering 
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facilities on main stock routes. In previous 
years no such allocation was made to the 
co-ordinated board for this work. Hon. mem­
bers will appreciate the importance of this 
sub-department and the rapid growth it is 
making has made necessary an increase of 
staff. Greater funds will be required to 
finance the services of that department. As 
we move round the country we appreciate the 
work of this department all the more. I 
was greatly impressed when travelling in the 
West to see that the greater length of our 
stock routes was provided with watering 
facilities. I saw stock that was turned back 
after they had reached the border gate because 
of the lack of water and I was proud that 
~ur ~tock routes had watering facilities. The 
JOb IS not yet complete; they are still engaged 
on tha~ work. In addition to that there are 
the ammal an~ vegetable pests which have 
beco.m_e a senous menace and which are 
receivmg great attention from the department. 
I sh::Il have something to say on the work 
of this ~oard later. The work of Mr. Brebner, 
the chauman, must be highly commended. 
I~ has be~n found necessary to provide addi­
tional assistance. Irrespective of the action 
of the Board, it will always have some critics. 
In my travels throughout the country I have 
h~ard it ~aid that the ~ethod used to destroy 
dmgoes IS not effective. Others maintain 
t~at it ~s effective. The aerial baiting of 
dmgoes Is contentious and debatable. While 
some c~ndemn it, others commend it. The 
best eVIdence to support a continuance at 
least for the moment of aerial baiting is the 
fact t~at a numbe~ o~ graziers are 'buying 
the barts and are drstnbuting them on their 
properties. Even if the baits do no more 
than kill. some dingo pups, they are certainly 
worthwhrle. It has been said, perhaps with 
a good deal of ~ruth, that the old dogs are 
too clever to prck up these baits. Never­
theless, they are dropped in the breeding 
season and may kill a number of the pups. 

I ~ave heard arguments for and against the 
barner fence. I do not take credit for what 
h~ been done in t~e past. I am always 
big enough to recogmse the work of previous 
Administrations in the interests of the State 
If something is wrong it is our duty t; 
change ~he poliC:f. So'me people say that 
the barrrer fence IS useless while others con­
tend it will be very helpful: On the informa­
tion available to me, I am inclined to the 
belief that it will be helpful. It is said 
that it will be difficult to keep the fence in 
good repair. There may be some truth in 
that, but the Board has adopted a practical 
attitude to the maintenance of the fence. It 
has made arrangements with lessees to main­
tain the fence in the area in which they are 
interest~d, that is, their boundary fences. 
That Will overcome the need for an inspector 
to travel long distances to inspect the fence. 
We must be sensible in considering these 
things. In years of flood or fire there will 
be breaks in the fence here and there but 
I think the fence will tend to reduce the dingo 
menace. It has been said that this year the 

dingo menace is worse than ever. There 
may be a good deal of truth in that state­
ment, but perhaps it can be attributed to 
the starvation conditions and lack of water 
in the West, with consequent movement of 
the dogs further to the east. The scalps 
paid for this year show a 50 per cent. increase 
on the number last year, and, since the end 
of the financial year, the increase is very 
much greater. I attribute that to the fact 
that the dogs are hungry and cheeky and are 
exposing themselves to the shooters in order 
to get food and water. T·he benefit of this 
increase in the number killed will be felt in 
years to come. 

A sum of £2,000 has been set aside for the 
cash equivalent of long service leave against 
£1,800 in the previous year's Estimates. A 
sum totalling £3,875 has been set aside for 
Land Court expenses and Incidentals against 
an allocation of £4,920 in previous years' 
Estimates. 

Summarising the position, the total Vote 
is something similar to the previous year's 
allocation, with slight adjustments, due to 
the inclusion of amounts required in the 
destruction of Harrisia cactus, groundsel and 
other plant pests and by the inclusion of a 
substantial sum to be spent on the investiga­
tion of stock route watering facilities. 

These latter items, in past years, were a 
charge on the Loan Vote. That accounts 
for the difference in this year's allocation. In 
presenting the Estimates for the Department 
of Public Lands, Forestry and Irrigation for 
the first time in this Chamber, I think, in 
view of the importance of them that I should 
be permitted the opportunity of quickly 
running through some of the more important 
activities of those departments during the 
previous 12 months. The annual reports of 
the departments have been printed and I 
shall not bore the Committee with a reitera­
tion of the data made available in them. 

I might mention that last fiscal year's 
activities were severely affected by drought 
conditions, and in some sections of the State 
these conditions still obtain. I recently wit­
nessed this during my inspection of the 
far south-west. 

Dealing firstly with the opening of Crown 
lands for settlement, this phase of the 
department's activities was somewhat cur­
tailed by the dry conditions referred to. 
Good rain fell in certain areas of the State 
during the second half of the year, and 
following those rains, 56 blocks with a total 
area of 679,730 acres were opened for new 
settlement. Since 1 July last a further 63 
blocks totalling 688,000 acres have been 
opened and action is now in hand for the 
subdivision and opening of a further area of 
abo~t 6,000,000 acres of sheep and cattle 
grazmg lands, and these will be made avail­
able in due course. 

It should be appreciated that with dispos­
sessed owners facing heavy dro~ght losses, it 
would be unduly harsh for the Crown to 
exercise its right of resumption rigidly 
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whilst these adverse conditions operate. 
Furthermore it would not be in the best 
interests of new settlers. I have heard a 
good deal of comment about the area of 
land held under occupation licence. It is 
true that the area is very large. I should 
like the Committee to appreciate the position 
of the grazier who loses his property through 
resumption. He is aware that he must hand 
over his territory but it would be unfair to 
push him off it and place him in a position 
where he would not be able to feed his 
stock during a drought period. We have 
been humane in our attitude despite the 
criticism round the country that the Govern­
ment are hard. If that impression exists 
in this Chamber I want to remove it. We 
have considered the rights and privileges of 
lessees who will be required to hand over 
and the rights and privileges of those who 
will take possession. 

I should like to comment on this phase 
of my administration and quote the figures. 
A total of 1,367,730 acres have been opened 
during my administration and there is in the 
course of opening an area of about 6,000,000 
acres. That represents a total of 7,367,730 
acres for new settlement which is quite a 
tidy area of country. By way of compari­
son, I mention that during the post-war 
period to 30 June, 1957, 11,500,000 acres 
were opened for new settlement. In effect, 
during that 12-year period, 12,000,000 acres 
were made available, whereas over 1,000,000 
have already been opened by my adminis­
tration, and I have 6,000,000 acres up my 
sleeve, as it were, to be opened in the near 
future. Those figures illustrate clearly and 
undeniably the Government's appreciation of 
and the desire to implement their closer 
settlement policy. I repeat that we must 
have regard to the rights and privileges of 
lessees, who are to hand over the territory. 
Hon. members need have no fear that the 
Government are responsible for placing 
people on starvation blocks of less than 
living areas. Many of the blocks that were 
subdivided and designed many years ago 
were less than living areas but not because 
of any fault in administration by the 
Government. I do not condemn the former 
Government because the blocks were pur­
chased by people with their eyes open; 
perhaps they knew that they had less than 
living areas. However, it is necessary for the 
Government to assist wherever possible. I 
refuse to accept responsibility for small, 
restricted areas that were designed before 
I became Minister. Of course, many blocks 
that have been taken up since I became 
Minister were impossible to alter. I am not 
completely satisfied that they were less than 
a living area. If they were, although they 
have been taken up they have not been 
opened because in my opinion they represent 
less than a living area. 

Mr. Power: You are getting advice from 
Mr. Payne on the future land policy, aren't 
you? 

~Ir. MULLER: Yes, but Mr. Payne has 
had nothing to do with the matter that I am 
now referring to. I am talking about the 
work that has been done over the last 15· 
months. As a matter of fact, Mr. Payne has 
already made two or three investigations .. 
He is now reviewing the whole position and. 
will submit his report to Parliament later in 
the year. Now that the hon. member fol' 
Baroona has raised the matter, I point out 
that Mr. Payne's report will not be a hole­
and-corner one; it will not be the type of 
report that will be submitted to me and then 
shelved. It will be an open document and 
all hon. members will be given an oppor­
tunity to read it. We cannot be fairer than 
that. When criticism was offered by some 
people, I knew that Mr. Payne was regarded 
as one of Queensland's greatest authorities 
on land matters and that we could appoint 
no better man to make an investigation. 
It is easy to say that people should not be 
settled on starvation areas, but we must have 
regard to the rights and privileges of all the 
people, not only to one section of them. 

I should like to stress also for the infor­
mation of the Chamber, that since I have 
been Minister very serious consideration has 
been extended to the designing of all blocks 
to ensure that they measure up to living area 
standards. Very early in my administration 
this matter was ironed out with the Land 
Administration Board and a clear set of 
standards that are fair and equitable was 
laid clown. 

There has been much loose talk and propa­
ganda and a complete lack of knowledge on 
this subject, but landholclers generally are 
becoming appreciative of the true situation 
and are realising that the Government will 
do all in their power to assist them with 
their problems. As I said in Quilpie--and I 
now repeat it-there are some who thought, 
when this Government took office, that they 
could write their own tickets. Nothing could 
be more dangerous than to think that any 
Government would bow to those who had 
supported them and give them any area of 
land regardless of the rights and privileges 
of others. 

Very early in my administrative career, I 
called in not only members of the Land 
Administration Board but also the district 
Land Commissioners, and together we built 
up the sizes of some of the smaller blocks, 
particularly those that were subdivided under 
the provisions of the 1952 Act. I refer 
mainly to settlement farm leases. When 
those blocks were designed, the Land Com­
missioners aimed at an area of agricultural 
land of about 200 acres. We immediately 
increased that area to 300 acres, and many 
of those blocks have much more agricultural 
land than the area laid down. Furthermore 
when graziers design a block of land for th; 
dual purposes of agriculture and grazing 
naturally the area is small. People wh~ 
take up. those blocks should be prepared to 
engage m some form of agriculture. How­
ever, some people who take up grazing leases 
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do not want to do that. We immediately 
took the responsibility from the shoulders of 
those lessees. It is now optional for them 
to cultivate. I took the view that it was 
most unwise and uneconomic to force a 
grazier on an essentially grazing property to 
cultivate against his will. The principle is 
sound. I would give them every encourage­
ment but I would not force them to do it. 
It was incumbent upon me, as a Minister, 
to dispel the earlier view and I can say 
with justified pride that the people have not 
found me wanting in this direction. I 
think I can assure the people of Queensland 
that the policy I have outlined will be con­
tinued. That is not in any way a threat to 
anyone but it is an announcement of fair 
play and justice. Immediately I took over 
my portfolio I said I would be guided by 
common sense and justice. I have not found 
it necessary to depart from that. 

The wool and beef industries have had their 
troubles through the year. In fixing fair 
rentals and the like all these matters must 
be taken into consideration. We have not 
closed our eyes to them. But I am sure hon. 
members will realise that a steep fall in wool 
prices took place during the term of the 
present Government. Rentals and areas 
designed 12 months ago might call for slight 
adjustment if they were examined today. I 
confidently expect that the recessionary trend 
is only temporary. Last week and the week 
before we had evidence of an upward trend 
in wool values. Nevertheless, I am of the 
opinion that we cannot reasonably expect 
these excessively high wool prices to con­
tinue, particularly on the export markets of 
the world, when other commodities are return­
ing to somewhat normal prices. The down­
ward trend in prices is a matter of grave 
concern and the services of Mr. W. L. Payne, 
President of the Land Court and an inter­
national authority on land administration, 
have been secured to advise the Govem­
ment. It was no small matter to ask Mr. 
Payne to do the job. It would be no exag­
geration to use the word ''mighty'' to 
describe the job he was doing as President 
of the Land Court. Being the good Austra­
lian and the good Queenslander that he is, 
he was prepared to come in and give us the 
benefit of his advice. He is now on the job 
and within the next few months he will be 
able to give us his idea of what alteration 
should be made, if any. 

Turning to the more important matter of 
revenue collections-there are two distinct 
dates of balancing. The balance for grazing 
leases is shown as at the end of December 
and that for pastoral holdings at the end of 
June. The annual report recently tabled 
shows that the revenue collections-all depart­
mental revenue, not rentals-totalled 
£4,324,026 for the year ended 31 December, 
1957, as against £3,884,591 for the previous 
year. The rentals for last year were 
£2,677,279 as against £2,498,145 for the pre­
vious year. That does not suggest that 

rentals have been increased generally !Jut 
that they have been adjusted. In other 
words, rentals that had been increased in 
keeping with high prices a few years ago and 
that are now falling clue for review are being 
brought into line with others. Evidence will 
be submitted later to show that in some cases 
rcntals that were considered high have been 
reduced. 

In the cities and towns the sale of !Juilcl­
ing allotments continued and 752 were offered 
for sale as perpetual leases or under free­
holding title. The figures I have given include 
town and suburban blocks. As hon. members 
will realise, in the last 18 months there has 
been a continual upward trend in the prices 
paid for leases on the Coast. That has been 
the reason that the total amount of revenue 
collected under the heading of ren tals has 
soared the way it has. 

An interesting feature of this year's opera­
tions was the Government's decision that 
private enterprise should be afforded an 
opportunity to develop useless lands, particu­
larly along the coastline, for the purpose of 
their subsequent subdivision and sale as resi­
dential blocks. That is an entirely new 
departure from the old principle. As hon. 
members would know, work of this nature 
has been undertaken on the north and south 
banks of Tallebudgera Creek, in Biggera 
Creek, N erang Creek and large development 
projects are under way at South Stradbroke 
and Bribie Islands and The Spit at &outh­
port. The Government are also encouraging 
development in the Noosa River area extending 
towards Coolum Beach. Much land has been 
fou:nd to be totally undeveloped merely 
because there is no road access. The Goveru­
ment have undertaken to arrange with pri­
vate subcliviclers to build roads and open up 
the land. We shall ensure that we collect 
whatever revenue is due to us from the people 
who are responsible for the work, whether 
they be constructing roads or reclaiming land. 
There is a demand at the moment for these 
newly developed building sites. I am con­
fident that this scheme of development will 
be of great benefit to the various districts 
where it is carried out. 

I should like to mention the development 
on the North Coast, sponsored very largely 
by the hon. member for Cooroora as chair­
man of the shire for the district. The 
adjoining shire, the N oosa Shire, has made 
representations, indicating that they are 
prepared to back a similar scheme in its 
area. Hon. members will realise that no loss 
will be suffered by any body because shires 
•mnt to collect revenue and bring about 
settlement in their areas. The same condi­
tions, of course, apply on the Gold Coast. 
'l'hese large-scale operations, whilst encourag­
ing new capital into the State are, at the 
same time, developing the State and convert­
ing useless areas into valuable building 
sites and providing a further measure of 
assistance to local government bodies. 

The annual report discloses that the 
developmental conditions of the various leases 
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throughout the State have been in the main 
satisfactorily complied with. Over the past 
year most lessees have made a bona fide 
attempt to bring the conditions up to date 
in spite of adverse seasonal conditions. We 
have not been harsh in a season like this when 
they are finding it very difficult to keep stock 
alive. Some of them have not been able to 
·Comply with developmental conditions, but we 
have found that it has been wise to adopt 
a humane attitude and not to enforce them 
rigidly. However, lessees have been told that 
.any delay that has taken place is to be made 
up later when they are in a position to do 
so. 

Big areas have either been ringbarked, 
bulldozed or pulled and many miles of boun­
dary and internal fencing completed. Many 
water facilities have been established and 
equipped. Conditions were very bad when 
I made my tour of the Far Western country 
only a fortngiht ago. I think that they 
would have been even worse but for the 
watering facilities provided by the lessees 
in recent years. Much of it derives from the 
Commonwealth Government's policy of allow­
ing them to claim money spent in that direc­
tion as a tax deduction. 

lUr. Power: It was a part of the con­
ditions of their leases. 

lUr. JUULLER: In some cases, yes, but 
they have gone even further than that. They 
have been prepared to spend some of their 
profits. I am not going to say that they 
do not gain by doing it. We have adopted 
the policy of inducing people to engage in 
spending money in that direction. Today they 
are not only securing their own position but 
they are saving the stock, and that means 
a national benefit as well. This work is 
becoming more possible every day due to 
the developments in heavy machinery and 
earth-moving equipment, and adequate 
rebates made available by a sympathetic 
Central Government. In the past they 
perhaps did not have the machinery to the 
same extent to carry out this class of work 
that we have today. The construction of 
access and subdivisional roads over and above 
work undertaken by local authorities pro­
ceeded and a total of £57,127 was spent in 
this direction last fiscal year. We are 
encouraging local authorities to engage in 
tl1is work. We do not open up the lands 
and survey the roads and say, "Here you 
are; we are handing you this.'' In some 
eases the construction of roads is a difficult 
financial problem. We cannot do it in every 
case. We cannot scatter Crown estate in all 
directions; but wherever possible we are 
assisting local authorities. 

The department's activity towards the 
control of plant pests continued and consider­
able progress was made in that field during 
the year. I took the opportunity of making 
an inspection of one of the worst infested 
areas. I refer to the growth and spread of 
Harrisia Cactus at Collinsville. 

I think I am justified in levelling criticism 
at the previous Government. I was shocked 
at the spread of the Harrisia Cactus. 

Mr. Walsh: I shall put it at the door 
of somebody else-at the door of your 
officials. 

Itir. JUULLER: If the hon. member can 
blame somebody else I shall accept what he 
has to say. I am stating what I found and 
I think this Committee and the people gener­
ally should know about it. When I took over, 
about £90,000 was provided on the Estimates 
for the destruction of Harrisia Cactus. I 
asked the members of the Board what it 
was. They told me it was an outbreak of 
this type of prickly-pear that had been in the 
district for the past 20 years. Despite the 
fact that the Government were told again 
and again that it was getting out of hand, 
virtually nothing was done. 

Itir. Walsh: Do you blame the Govern­
ment for thaH 

lUr. lUULLER: Yes. 

JUr. Walsh: Apparently you have not 
read the bible. 

lllr. ItiULLER: I am not going to say 
that it is an easy job now, but it would 
have been comparatively easy if it had been 
tackled before the pest got out of hand. 
According to information available, this type 
of prickley-pear was first grown in a garden 
on one of the station properties-! think it 
was ''So noma.'' It is a heavy fruiter and 
seeder. The story is-and I believe there 
is truth in it-that the birds carried it into 
the scrub where it takes root very readily 
and in other protective places such as cattle 
camps. When I took over I found that gangs 
of men were engaged in poisoning the plant, 
and in the circumstances I think they did a 
mighty job, although they were fighting a 
hopeless battle. I made enquiries as to 
whether this was the correct approach. Some 
suggested that the scrub should be felled 
and others thought that if that was done we 
would be in a bigger mess. There were tens 
of thousands of acres of beautiful scrub 
countrv-I know of none better-that 
were infested with this pest. The lessees 
were holding this scrub. They had sufficient 
area to live on without using it. The pest 
took root in the scrub. My first impression 
was that the scrub would have to come down. 
I came to the conclusion because in the open 
the pest was making little or no progress 
whereas in the scrub and in cattle camps 
is was growing very rapidly. In fact, within 
a few years, it grows so thickly in the scrub 
that a horse cannot be driven through it. 
It is no exaggeration to say that 
a snake cound not get through it. 
The spikes are long, strong and sharp and 
·will pierce boots, leggings or a saddle bag. 
Something has to be done. I spoke to the 
lessees and asked for their co-operation. 
Despite v·hat the hon. member for Bum1a­
berg has said, I was told that my visit was 
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the first made by any Minister of the Crown. 
Previous ministers relied on reports. The 
cactus is spreading at a tremendous rate. 
I recommended to the Government the 
appointment of a committee comprising an 
officer of my department, an officer of the 
Biological Section, and a representative of 
the graziers. To encourage the work of 
eradicating the pest, it was decided to give 
special leases free of encumbrances, for 
about 40 years. I think they are better than 
freehold tenure in this instance, because it 
is very difficult to make people clear noxious 
weeds from freehold property, whereas they 
can be forced to do it by the threat of 
show-cause, if they fail to carry out their 
part of the contract. The committee has 
commenced to operate, and some people have 
already taken an interest in this work. We 
have already declared an area to be an 
infested area. A warden has been appointed, 
and we are trying to hold the pest in that 
territory. It has already got beyond that 
territory. When I was in Chinchilla a 
fortnight ago, I was shown a sample and I 
was asked if it was Harrisia cactus. I 
definitely declared that it was. It has been 
found in the Goondiwindi and Rockhampton 
districts, but to date little or nothing has 
been done about it, that is until this action 
was taken. I called a conference of the 
committee, officers of the N.S.W. Prickly Pear 
Board and the C.S.I.R.O. and I was suc­
cessful in inducing the New South Wales 
Government to render some assistance. 

We have decided not to rely entirely on 
our physical power to poison it, but are 
attempting to do something on biological 
lines. Despite frequent statements that no 
insect will attack it and that the cactoblastis 
will not touch it, it may be possible to obtain 
an insect. Inquiries will reveal that the 
cactoblastis in the country of origin of the 
prickly pear was not known to attack the 
prickly pear, but it must have been a natural 
enemy because it kept the prickly pear in 
check. I said to the committee "We will 
make enquiries in the country of origin of this 
pest, Argentine.'' It has not reached pest 
proportions in that country, and I am of the 
opinion rightly or wrongly, that there must 
be some silent enemy attacking it. 

Mr. Manu, the Assistant Director of the 
Biological Section, has been sent overseas. 
He is going to the country of origin of this 
pest with the object of obtaining an insect 
that will attack it. If an insect can be 
obtained, we will have the cheapest means of 
eradicating the cactus. We cannot sit back 
:md wait until we get an insect. We are 
more or less under the control or direction 
of C.S.I.R.O. and, if an insect is obtained, 
it will have to be kept in quarantine for some 
time before it can be released. Mr. Manu 
has already left this country. We have not 
lost any time in doing everything possible to 
attack the pest. I want to warn hon. mem· 
hers and the people of Queensland generally 
that in my opinion this is the most serious 
pest we have ever had to deal with. Whilst 

it does not make the rapid growth in open 
eountry as the ordinary prickly pear, I have 
never seen anything thrive like it in scrub 
land. If land is cleared a lot of it could 
be cultivated and the pest held in check in 
that way. The method of eradication by 
arsenic ·sprays is being continued but it 
requires as many as six applications of pen­
toxide actually to kill the pest. The first 
application will kill the top, the second appli· 
cation will dry it and with falling leaves 
from timber one is able to burn it. It is 
considered that from five to six applications 
are required to destroy it. After spraying 
five or six times the landholder is still not 
free because birds are active and. if there 
is a seed about the place they pick it up and 
drop it and so the plant is re-established. 
If lessees are not prepared to take follow-up 
action we will get nowhere. It is estimated 
that the value of the pentoxide required is 
slightly more than £4 an acre and on top of 
that t.here is the cost of application. It is 
only a matter of simple arithmetic to get an 
idea of what the total cost would be. 
Furthermore, there is no guarantee that the 
land will be rid of the pest unless the 
occupier takes follow-up action. The new 
lessees will be told in plain Australian: 
language before they enter into the contract 
what they have to do and if they fail to 
do it, they take the risk of losing their 
country. 

Mr. Walsh: Will you give it to them 
rent freef 

Mr. MULLER: That has not been 
decided. The intention is to apply a light 
rental but I do not think the land will be 
rent free. That point has not been settled. 
The Committee will negotiate with pros· 
pective lessees and we have promised them 
that they will be free of encumbrances­
that is to say there will be no resumption 
in the 40 years and no rent increases. It 
has been suggested that it would be advisable 
to give them freehold property. In the 
eradication of noxious weeds if a freeholder 
sits back and does nothing, it is hard to dis­
possess him of his property. The Committee 
consists of Mr. Muir of the LaNd Admini­
stration Board, Mr. Manu of the Biological 
Section, and Mr. George Bassingthwaite. 

Mr. Foley: Have you ceased spraying 
eperations in the meantime~ 

Mr. MULLER: No.· We are not taking 
that risk. We are continuing with spray­
ing and we are engaged in pulling. We 
have entered into a contract with Carter 
Bros. to pull 3,000 acres to demonstrate 
what can be done. When I inspected the 
land, pullers were engaged and this opera­
tion cost about £8 an acre. It was pulled: 
and put into wind rows and burnt. It was 
a costly procedure. After making inquiries 
we found that it could be pulled for less 
than that and to demonstrate to lessees that 
we eau do the job at less cost we have 
entered into a contract with Carter Bros·. 
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to pull and clear &,000 acres. We are not 
:absolutely certain that it will be a complete 
success, but with the information available 
to us it seems that much can be done by 
getting rid of the scrub and growing grass 
on the land. That makes the pest vulnerable 
t~ attack. The commi~tee has already fur· 
ll!shed a report and Will go to the Collins­
ville district next week to interview pros­
pective lessees. Some large companies are 
becoming interested. Of course, it is a mat­
ter for argument whether there should be 
small areas that would bring increased 
population to the district, or large areas 
owned by companies that are prepared to 
invest a good deal of money in the area. 
It will be a gamble. We may be successful 
in getting an inspect that will attack the 
pest. In any case, something must be done 
and we are losing no time in doing it. 

.we intend to help the lessees with sup­
plies of pentoxide. At present, pentoxide is 
manufactured only in the South but we are 
encouraging the manufacturers to establish 
themselves in Queensland. If that can be 
done, the cost of the pentoxide will be 
reduced by about £25 a ton. We are pre­
pared to supply the lessees with pentoxide at 
half the actual cost delivered at the railway 
station. 

The biological section of the department is 
doing experimental work on other plants as 
welL Over the years an effort has been made 
to find an insect that might eradicate lantana. 
That work is still in hand. Although we 
have nothing definite to report at the moment 
the officers of the department think that a~ 
time goes on and the insects that they are 
u-sing become acclimatised, there is a possi­
bility of something being achieved. 

Mr. Walsh: You are not blaming the 
previous Government because the lantana has 
not been exterminated, are you t 

Mr. MULLER: The previous Govern­
ment were responsible for much more damage 
than has been done by the lantana. 

Under a joint project between the Hawaiian 
Board of Agriculture and Forestry, the 
C.S.I.R.O., and the Land Administration 
Board, the insect enemies of lantana in 
Mexico and other parts of tropical and sub­
tropical America, its native home, were 
investigated and certain insects were intro­
duced into the Hawaiian Islands. An officer 
of the biological section spent six months in 
Hawaii, where he carried out a comprehensive 
programme of tests with four leaf-feeding 
caterpillars for the purpose of determining 
whether they could live on plants other than 
lantana. 

One species failed to pass the test require­
ments. The other three species completed the 
tests satisfactorily and were introduced to 
the Lands Department laboratory at Sher­
wood for further testing and for rearing 
and studying. Efforts to rear two of these 
importations failed. One of them made good 
progress initially in the cages, but the cater­
pillars suffered severely from disease 

epidemics and all stocks were lost. Further 
consignments of this latter insect were intro­
duced direct from southern California. As 
the moths fly very freely they could be dis­
persed widely before laying eggs, hence it 
could be established for a considerable time 
before evidence might be obtained of its 
presence in the field. 

This is really a report by the biological 
section. It would appear that there is some 
possibility of the insects becoming acclima­
tised. I think it unwise to lead people whose 
properties are infested with lantana to believe 
that they can rest assured that some day we 
will have an insect to clear it. There are 
many ways to clear lantana. Large infesta­
tions can best be handled by judicious firing, 
making use of the hot, dry weather, and 
scattered stands can be attacked with the 
mattock or grubber. Some people sit back 
and say that some day we will have an insect 
to clear it because we got one to clear the 
prickly pear. Lantana is not the serious 
menace that other pests are. As the hon. 
member for Bundaberg admits, it is not even 
as serious a pest as the Labour Government 
were. 

As to Noogoora burr, two insects-one from 
America and one from India-which offered 
promise of controlling the pest have been 
imported into Queensland. Twenty-three 
thousand larvae are at present housed in an 
air-conditioned insectary, which was built by 
the Government at Sherwood during last 
year. The imported dormant larvae are being 
kept in a dry condition in quarantine and it 
is expected that the emergence of the insects 
will take place within the next six to eight 
weeks. Upon emergence they will be tested 
under quarantine conditions against approxi­
mately 150 plants of economic importance 
and an estimate will also be made of their 
capabilities of destroying Noogoora burr. The 
C.S.I.R.O are impressed by the work of the 
insects but some people fear that upon their 
release they might attack other plants too. 
Some believe they will attack the sunflower. 
We could do without the sunflower if we could 
get rid of of the Noogoora burr, which does 
such tremendous damage in wool country. The 
work at the C.S.I.R.O. is expected to occupy 
about two years and if the insects supply 
the answer to the problem a wonderful ser­
vice will have been rendered to rural 
industries. 

Turning from the administration of land, 
I think it appropriate to refer to the workings 
of the Forestry Department and the Depart­
ment of Irrigation and Water Supply, which 
are closely allied to this Vote. All hon. mem­
bers will be aware of the enthusiasm and 
keenness applied to their vocations by the 
Director of Forests and the Commissioner of 
Irrigation and Water Supply and the results 
of their conscientious efforts are apparent 
for all to see. Both Mr. Grenning and Mr. 
Haigh are doing a mighty job. Reforestation 
is very important work to Queensland. Much 
has been done but not nearly enough. The 
same applies to the work of the Department 
of Irrigation and Water Supply. Mr. Haigh 
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has a big job ahead of him. With the Gov­
nument 's ne>Y approach to irrigation much 
more will be done. We can spend money in 
both departments to advantage as long as 
we spend it wisely; it is not enough just 
to spend it. 

liir. Walsh: You had better reply to 
Mr. Herbert's criticism of the :M:oun~ 
Edwards proposal. 

liir. liiULLER: Why is that bothering 
the hon. member~ His Government did all 
they could to scrap it and it is probably 
one of the soundest irrigation schemes ever 
introduced in Queensland. We will be able 
to tell the Committee a good deal more a bout 
it. If I entered into discussion with the hon. 
member on the merits of some of the schemes 
the previous Labour Government introduced 
and compared them with the Mount Edwards 
scheme, he would look silly. 

In recognition of the work performed by 
the Director of Forests and his staff the 
Government have extended to what was the 
sub-department full departmental status. 
That has already had the effect of inspiring 
the Director and his officers to greater effort. 
It has been a real pleasure to me to work 
with those men, to learn something of their 
activities and to learn of the great need for 
further activity. Every member of the Com­
mittee should know that. Broadly, the main 
aims of the Forestry Department are the pro­
duction of timber and the orderly marketing 
of it. Both are big jobs. After growth of 
the timber it has to be marketed. The con­
sultations we have about marketing are not 
all sugar and honey-sometimes very little 
encouragement is given to the officers who 
carry out this work. 

Forestry management throughout the world 
today is an acknowledged science and a job 
for trained men. I shall not attempt to bore 
the Chamber with scientific data about what 
is being done. At the same time, I should 
like to give a few figures to illustrate the 
ramifications of this organisation. At 30 June 
last a total staff of 2,102 was engaged on this 
work. Reforestation expenditure last year 
totalled £1,444,540, which means a total 
expenditure on reforestation as at 30 June 
last of £15,797,107. A total of over 8,000,000 
acres has been set aside for forestry purposes 
and during last year a total of 4,994 acres of 
plantation was established, bringing the total 
plantation establishment to 83,810 acres. 
Apart from reforestated areas, 9,078 acres of 
natural forests received silvicultural treat­
ment, bringing the total area of natural 
forests so treated to 577,610 acres. 

Mr. Walsh: A pretty fine record for the 
Labour Government. 

Mr. MULLER: Not bad, but not nearly 
as good as we have done in the last 12 months. 
We give credit where it is due, but I want to 
show how we have improved considerably on 
what the previous Government did. 

Mr. Walsh: Give us the acres you 
planted last yearW 

lUr. lUULLER: I do not want to detract 
from what the hon. member's Government 
did by way of reforestation because it is too 
serious a subject to be maclc a politiral foot­
ball. \Ve are making a business approach to 
reforestation without throwing in from time 
to time >Yhat the previous Government did not 
do. There is nothing further from my n,ind. 

When forests are established they must be 
protected. Firereaks constructed as at 3(} 
June, 1958, totalled 5,800 miles. Last year a 
total of 213,000,000 super feet of log timber 
was harvested fmm leasehold lands, and the 
total estimated cut throughout the State on 
leasehold and freehold areas is estimated at 
465,000,000 super feet. About half of that 
cut is taken off private land, the other half, 
of course, from Crown land under Crown 
lease. The figure quoted included 19,000,000 
super feet harvested from plantation areas 
by way of thinning operations, bringing the 
total cut of thinnings to 30 June, 1958, to 
142,000,000 super ft. At the moment theTe is 
a little bit of a hold-up in the sale of these 
thinn.ings, nevertheless, I am sure we will get 
over that difficulty. The forests must be 
thinned. 

Criticism has been levelled at the Govern­
ment about high royalties. \Ve have not 
increased royalties, nor do we wish to increase 
them above a fair level. The gross revenue 
from this sale of timber last year totalled 
£2,475,152. At 30 June last 959 sawmiii 
licenses were in operation. The issuing of 
smvmill licences is not an easy job. I com­
mend the previous Government for the stabii­
isation policy introduced in 1937. It might 
be slightly out of date today-perhaps it may 
require changing-nevertheless, at the time 
the idea was to conserve the State's forests 
and render protection to some of the mills 
carrying on a legitimate service. Against 
that there are people who consider they have 
a good case but they are denied sawmill 
licenses. Their cases are being examined at 
the moment. Despite the fact that this method 
of control has been operating, the high costs 
of timber have greatly perturbed us. I am not 
going to say who is responsible, but it is a 
matter to be considered. I am personally 
very concerned about the home-builders­
young couples who marry and hope to build a 
home, only to find that costs are right out of 
hand with timber prices reaching the moon. I 
think that is something that requires to be 
looked into. I assure you, Mr. Taylor, that 
the Government will not be lacking in their 
duty. If it is a question of altering the 
position we are prepared to look at it from 
that angle. 

Mr. Walsh: What proportion of the 
licensed capacity is used today~ 

li'Ir. li'IULLER: I can give the figures 
later. The licensed capacity is not being used 
at the moment; it is still greater than the 
timber offering. That is not the whole story. 
In some cases it is a matter of location that 
has to be considered. Looking at the question 
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of costs I find the greatest charge is trans­
port. If 3·ou have to carry timber a long 
distance it adds greatly to the total cost. 
There are other substitutes which are to some 
extent taking the place of timber. vVe cannot 
deny the right of these manufacturers to enter 
into competition. As the Dil·ector of Forests 
has pointed out, during the years, gradually 
but surely all national stands of timber are 
being harvested by the numerous mills scat­
tered about our cities and towns. There 1\-ill 
always be a demand for this commodity 2nd 
it is essential that these stands be replaced­
and replaced in handy positions so that this 
work will proceed ou an economical basis. 
Therefore reforestation must take place close 
to markets. The greatest contributing cause 
to the high price of timber is transport. We 
have plenty of land and the Director of 
Forests is right on the ball. If re-forestation 
is to take place let it take place in an area 
from where it can be marketed economically. 
The re-forestation and the marketing of 
timber provide considerable employment. And 
ft is also a profitable business from the 
State's point of view. This is clearly the case 
in North Queensland which produces most of 
our cabinet wood timbers which are acclaimed 
throughout the world for their beauty, quality 
and durability. Apart from the world-wide 
reputation of these special-purpose woods, there 
is also their high value and ready market to be 
taken into consideration. As a result of my 
visits to the North I have taken a keen 
interest in the growing of these valuable 
woods, and I commend to the interest of all 
members, the work that is being done at 
Kuranda. Later, I shall have something 
further to say on that matter on the Forestry 
Vote. On this 40,000-acre State forest valu­
able timbers are being removed to make way 
for Cairns hickory, maple silkwood, northern 
silky oak, silver ash and other valuable trees 
which have a most rapid rate of growth 
particularly after receiving correct managerial 
treatment. The primary objective at Kuranda 
is the complete utilisation of all millable 
timber in the forest, while at the same time 
ensuring continuity of timber supplies by the 
retention of growing stock of the most valu­
able and best species. Employees of the 
department are working through this scrub to 
prevent the regeneration of undesirable 
species, and brushing weeds to prevent the 
suppression of valuable seedlings and marking 
for sale the less valuable species. Operations 
on this work have now commenced in four 
different centres, and an area of 2,614 acres 
has been given treatment. I mention that 
these valuable species occur naturally and 
grow very quickly, and not too many years 
will pass before re-forestation in North 
Queensland will be paying dividends for the 
State. It is also worthy of note that, by 
comparison with reforested areas, this method 
of approach is very economical. A little later 
I shall give hon. members an idea of how 
we embark upon this work of regeneration in 
the northern area. 

}fr. Walsh: Are you not going to givf> 
us a say~ 

!Ir. MULLER: I shall give it to the llun. 
member later. I do not want to take up the 
whole of the time. I know the hoiL member 
would like me to resume my seat, but he will 
have plenty of time after I have finished. 

The Department of Irrigation and \Vater 
Supply is likewise a most important depart­
ment, playing a very definite role in this 
State's primary production. It will play that 
role, provided the policy for the expendi­
ture of funds is sound. It does not follow 
that the bigger scheme that will cost the 
greatest amount of money will be the most 
economical scheme. 

}fr. Walsli: Who recommended this 
schemef 

Mr. }fULLER: Never mind who recom­
mended it. This Government is not deciding 
these matters on the number of votes to be 
gained. The hon. member's Government 
made decisions on that basis, the number of 
votes that could be attracted if the money 
was spent in a certain way. Who recom­
mended the Wandoan scheme~ It was 
envisaged by the ex-Minister for Public 
Lands that approximately £9,000,000 would 
be spent on that project, the deciding factor 
being the number of votes it would attract. 
This Government are not concerned about 
votes; they are concerned about the economy 
of the country. We shall institute schemes 
to conserve water in districts where the land 
is suitable, where people understand irriga­
tion, in districts with available markets. The 
hon. member for Bundaberg can engage in 
as much criticism as he desires on our irri­
gation policy, but I can assure him that 1ve 
will be able to answer for our actions. 

Mr. Walsh: How many applications did 
you get under the new legislation from 
farmers' 

Mr. MULLER: More than we can handle. 
As a matter of fact, the day before yesterday 
there were 500 people waiting to have their 
properties dealt with under that Act. 

Mr. Walsh: How many have received 
advances~ 

Mr. )fULLER: We have as many as we 
can handle. It took some time to pass the 
legislation and to set up the machinery, dis­
trict offices, and so on. If we get no further 
applications, we have as many as we can 
handle for several months. 

Mr. Walsh: It is not much good if you 
have no money. 

}fr. }fULLER: Many of them have the 
money. They are not as poor as the hon. 
member or myself. We are lending people 
money if they need it, but some are financing 
their own schemes. However, they are look­
ing for technical advice. If the hon. member 
thinks that this farm water scheme is a 
flop, he can think again. It is one of the 
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most popular pieces of legislation passed by 
this Chamber, and I know of no Act that will 
do more good. 

The main project of the department during 
last fiscal year was the Tinaroo Falls dam, 
on which a total of £2,179,317 was expended 
during the year. At an earlier stage it was 
asked whether the scheme was economically 
sound. The Government are comprised cif 
business men. A certain amount of money 
has been expended and we propose to con­
tinue with the scheme and to make use of 
the water already impounded in order to get 
some return for that expenditure. We do 
not inte!!.d to embark upon a policy of start­
ing schemes in every part of the State in order 
to attract votes. Use is going to be made of 
thif ·water as soon as possible. 

I am glad the hon. member has interjected. 
Tht. subject needs very close examination. I 
realised on taking over this portfolio that 
sane administration of the Department of 
Irrigation was most important, and a very 
serious matter. The Mareeba-Dimbulah 
scheme was estimated to cost £21,000,000, of 
which channelling would cost £14,000,000. The 
dam has been completed. As was said this 
afternoon, the engineers have done a masterly 
job. The dam has been constructed at less 
than the estimated cost, despite increasing 
costs in the period of construction. The 
engineers are carrying out Government policy, 
but we have to be careful and have to know 
where we are going. We have already altered 
the policy in regard to settlement. My col­
league, the Minister for Agriculture and 
Stock, is to have some say as to the crops 
to be grown in the area. The scheme was 
essentially a tobacco one; its economy was 
based on tobacco. In ease that crop is not 
successful we propose to alter the system of 
settlement. It was contemplated that about 
1,400 farms would be laid out and under the 
former Government's policy it would have 
meant that each farm would cost £1,000,000 
for settlement and the provision of improve­
ments. We do not propose to tackle the ques­
tion in that way. Improvements would have 
involved another £14,000,000 on top of the 
£21,000,000. We are encouraging settlers 
to erect improvements themselves and I can 
assure hon. members that we will save at 
least £14,000,000. We will increase the size 
of the farms because if tobacco is not suc­
cessful the settlers will be able to go into 
other branches of agriculture. A sound and 
businesslike approach has been made, some­
thing which was sadly lacking when we took 
office. If the Government are to spend 
£20,000,000 of public money it is their duty 
to spend it wisely. We are getting the 
co-operation of the Commissioner for Irri­
gation, Mr. Haig, and all officers in the 
department. They appreciate our sound 
businesslike approach. There is nothing an 
officer hates more than to be part of an 
organisation which might look like a losing 
proposition. They have given me all the 
eo-operation I can expect. I am sure we 

will bring about a tremendous improvement 
in water conservation and irrigation in this 
State. 

1\Ir. Low: They have been given good 
leadership. 

Mr. MULLER: Yes. Every public 
servant looks for it. We do not inten!J to 
drop the St. George scheme that was com­
menced by the former Government, but hope 
to make a success of it. This scheme is one 
of the smaller ones which is more in my line 
of thought as to how irrigation should be 
carried out. We have put 20 farmers on the 
settlement and hope to put another 20 next 
year. Gates will be placed on the weir and 
we will increase the water impounded in 
the dam and in that way we can provide suf­
ficient water to supply the needs of the 
settlers. I know that it is more or less an 
experimental scheme and hon. members oppo­
site can cri tieise it if they wish. The scheme 
has certain advantages and disadvantages. 
Because of its location it should have mar­
keting possibilities. The district can grow 
lucerne and sheep. Some adjustment in the 
scheme might be necessary. If we can estab­
lish irrigation at St. George and the people 
can sell fodder to graziers we will render a 
service to that part of the State. We have 
to satisfy ourselves as to water conservation 
and irrigation projects. If we get down tl) 
the bookkeeping standard to get a sufficient 
return to recoup ourselves for principal and 
interest we may not get irrigation. We must 
have regard to the productive value of the 
scheme. 

The hon. member for Bundaberg is tumb­
ling over himself, waiting for me to say 
something about the Moogerah dam scheme 
near M( Edwards. Provision is included in 
this year's Estimates for a start on it. 

Mr. Walsh: All that I want is to hear 
your reply to Mr. Herbert, the economist. 

Mr. MULLER: Why should I worry 
about Mr. HerberU I do not worry even 
about the hon. member for Bundaberg. If 
I think a proposal is sound, I do not care 
whether Mr. Herbert, Mr. Walsh, or anybody 
else criticises it. I know, of eourse, that the 
Mr. Herbert referred to is not the hon. mem­
ber for Sherwood. 

During the year, investigations will be 
made into the Fitzroy River, Barambah Creek, 
Burnett River, Mary River, Caboolture River, 
Logan and Albert Rivers, and Macintyre 
Brook, and underground water investigations 
will be conducted in the Lower Burnett River, 
Bremer River, Logan and Albert Rivers, 
Balonne and Condamine Rivers, and the 
Dumaresq River. That is something that the 
previous Government did not think of doing. 
We have spread the amount of money avail­
able for irrigation and have chosen the most 
suitable rivers. We are also investigating 
underground water supplies. I am not saying, 
of course, that that was not done in the past. 

Mr. Foley: It was done every year. 
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Mr. MULLER: That is so, but we have 
extended the work considerably. We have 
been successful in many places where pre­
viously the officers of the department failed. 
Of oourse, they now have a very much greater 
knowledge of the subject than they had in 
previous years. Probably the hon. member 
for Bundaberg will be surprised to know that 
I have received several letters from people in 
his district commending the work that has 
been done by the Department of Irrigation 
and Water Supply on underground water sup­
plies. Much of the success has resulted from 
this GovernmeNt's introduction of the farm 
water supplies scheme. We brought experi­
enced men into the department-hydraulic 
engineers and hydraulic geologists-who have 
achieved a good deal of success. By our farm 
water supplies scheme we are helping people 
who in the past did not imagine that such 
help would be forthcoming. We hope to con­
tinue with that work and I have every reason 
to believe that within the next few years 
farms will be producing crops that previously 
were undreamt of. 

I have given hon. members information on 
some of the matters that we have been attend­
ing to. I have not had time to deal with 
many of the Government's larger schemes, 
but probably at a later stage in the debate 
I shall be able to give the Committee further 
information. I assure hon. members that the 
Government have not been parochial; they 
have not followed the practice of doing work 
only in districts that are represented on this 
side of the Chamber. I challenge any hon. 
member to say that anything we have done 
has not been in the best interests of the 
State. If a claim in any district stands 
investigation, we are prepared to do some­
thing about it. In water conservation and 
irrigation we must have a Queensland outlook, 
not a political view. 

Mr. DUFFICY (Warrego) (5.19 p.m.): 
I do not think anybody could accuse the 
Minister of not giving us a comprehensive 
survey of his department's activities. He 
spoke for an hour and 20 minutes, which he 
is entitled to do, but other hon. members are 
restricted to 25 minutes. However, I 
compliment the Minister on the very 
comprehensive survey that he gave. I 
compliment him also on coming round to 
my point of view on a very important 
matter, that is, the disadvantages of 
freehold tenure compared with leasehold. 
A little while ago he spoke of the impos­
sibility of compelling anyone with a free­
hold tenure to clear his land of noxious 
weeds and perhaps to do other things. 
To that extent at least, he agreed with me 
that it is most important to retain lands 
under the jurisdiction of the Crown or, in 
other words, under the jurisdiction of the 
Parliament, which is the custodian of the 
whole of the lands for the Crown. I was 
very pleased to hear the Minister say it 
would not be desirable to give certain people 
a freehold tenure of land infested with 

noxious weeds because the Government could 
not compel them to relear it or keep it 
cleared. It is of some importance to realise 
that other noxious weeds may be introduced 
into the State as time goes on; indeed, it 
is likely that they will be. I should like 
the Minister to inform the Committee in 
his reply what action he intends to take 
about agricultural farmers who have applied 
or who will apply, under the Act passed by 
this Parliament, for the freeholding of their 
agricultural farms up to an area of 2,500 
or 2,600 acres. In view of his statement to 
the Committee, he may agree with me that 
freeholding may be greatly to the disadvant­
age of the Crown and Crown lands, of the· 
State, and of future generations, and he 
may indicate that he will forget any idea 
he might have had of extending further the 
freeholding principle. He has demonstrated 
its weakness and I was very pleased to hear 
him do it. 

I am pleased, too, that he took the oppor­
tunity of visiting the south-west, which ha& 
suffered drought conditions for some years. 
It is unfortunate that he visited it while 
Parliament was in session. I am fair enough 
to admit that possibly his ministerial duties 
would not permit his making an extended 
tour of the South-west while Parliament was 
in session. 

Mr. Muller: I did it over the week-end. 

Mr. DUFFICY: I know. 

Mr. Muller: I worked Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, when the House was not sitting. 

Mr. DUFFICY: I appreciate that. I 
hope the Minister has not returned from 
his visit to try to convince the Committee 
that he now knows all about the conditions 
of the South-west and the difficulties under 
which the people there live. If he does he 
will remind me of the person from overseas 
who visits Australia for three weeks and 
then returns home to write a book about 
his trip and tell us about our difficulties, 
how we should live, and how demoorae.y 
should be carried on here. 

Mr. Muller: I am not simple enough for 
that. 

Mr. DUFFICY: I am glad to hear it. 
I think the hon. gentleman will agree that 
it is unfortunate that circumstances made it 
impossible for him to spend more time in 
that part of the State. Because of his 
brief stay I suggest he could not possibly 
realise all the difficulties out there although· 
I give him credit for taking every opportunity 
in the limited time at his disposal to acquaint 
himself with them. 

Mr. Muller: I am going back again. 

Mr. DUFFICY: I shall be very pleased 
if the hon. gentleman does. As it is such a 
very large area I suggest he spend several 
weeks out there. I do not think he could in 
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a shorter period cover the country adequately 
and realise all the difficulties, and the state 
the country is in. 

If Press reports are correct it appears that 
a number of suggestions were made to him 
of how relief could be given to that drought­
stricken area. I am not aware of all the 
suggestions that may have been made to 
him, but I read in the Press that one was 
a reduction in rentals. Let me say at the 
outset that I am not opposed to a reduction 
in rentals in the circumstances. We all 
agree that these people are entitled to any 
relief that can be given to them, but to 
concentrate only on rental reductions as a 
means of giving relief, to my way of think­
ing, is just too silly. At the present time 
the Thargomindah and Quilpie areas are very 
st>riously affected by drought. The Minister 
might agree that in the Thargomindah area 
rents would amount to something like 1s. 
per sheep area. The hon. member for Roma 
shakes his head. At least I am entitled 
to accept the figures of residents out there 
who would know more about it than the hon. 
member who, after all, was never any further 
out than on the fringes of the West. I 
could bring the figures in here but it would 
be unfair to people to produce their private 
business affairs in this Chamber. In any 
case I know areas round Thargomindah where 
rentals amount to no more than 1s. per 
sheep area. I am not suggesting that that 
rental is too small, although I realise there 
are arguments along those lines. What I 
am pointing out is that if a person who is 
:running 6,000 sheep and paying 1s. per sheep 
area in Crown rentals were freed by the 
Government from all rent for 12 months, 
what would the saving amount to~ It would 
be only £300. One might say that every 
little helps-undoubtedly it does-but ,,the 
fact remains that that help would be so 
infinitesimal in the cost of running a station 
of that size that it would not assist the lessee 
very much. I would suggest to the Minister 
that if he really wants to assist these people 
he should go further than a reduction in 
rental. If rents were wiped out for 12 
months, in common parlance, the assistance 
would be worth less than a round of drinks. 
Let me discuss another factor that does affect 
them in the West. Carriers who transport 
the whole of the goods from the rail ter­
minals, Quilpie and Cunnamulla, and cart wool 
and livestock back to the rail terminals are 
·paying a very substantial road tax. I shall 
not go into that question now because I may 
be out of order in doing so. I suggest 
to the Minister that he confer with his 
~olleague, the Minister for Transport, to see 
if some relief cannot be given to primary 
producers in the far south-western part of 
the State. After all, some assistance has 
been given to primary producers in areas 
where no drought exists. If my memory 
serves me rightly, there was a hurried amend­
ment of the Act to give primary producers in 
more favoured portions of the State more 
relief than they were perhaps entitled to. Let 

us sav in fairness to the people in the South­
west "that the carriers are not operating in 
any way that is detrimental to the railways. 
They are not competing with the railways. 
It would not be much use having a railway 
to Cunnamulla or Quilpie unless there were 
carriers to transport the goods from the rail 
terminals and bring goods back to the rail 
terminals. They are a great help to the 
railways and are certainly not working in 
competition with them. I suggest that the 
hon. gentleman confer with his colleague to 
sec if some relief cannot be given to land­
holders in that drought-stricken area. It 
would at least be as fair as giving relief 
to the primary producers who were not 
suffering from the effects of drought. 

Speaking of reducing Crown rents to the 
people out there, I am all for it. Let us 
reduce the rents if the circumstances warrant 
it, but for goodness sake do not say that 
you have done everything you can when you 
have done that. As I have pointed out, if 
you reduce the rent by 50 per cent. it would 
amount to £150 for a station, which is simply 
peanuts. If the Government decide to reduce 
rents or eliminate them for 12 months, or for 
the period of the drought, I will support 
them, but I do suggest that something more 
should be done. 

Mr. Bjelke-Petersen: Do you not care 
about the rents being reduced~ 

Mr. DUFFICY: Did the hon. member 
hear what I said~ 

i\'Ir. Bjelke-Petersen: You said it was 
only peanuts if they reduced the rent. 

i\'Ir. DUFFICY: I said a while ago that 
if this Government decided to eliminate rents 
for 12 months or for the period of the 
drought, I would support them. What was 
wrong with the hon. gentleman's ears when 
I said that before~ I said that from the 
point of view of relief if the Government 
provided a reduction of 50 per cent. it :vould 
be just peanuts in the cost of runmng a 
station. Unfortunately, I can only tell the 
hon. member; I cannot give him the 
intelligence to understand that statement. 

1\Ir. Bjelke-Petersen: That is a pity. 

i\'Ir. DUFFICY: It is indeed a pity. 

It was further suggested to the Minister, 
I understand, that the period of tenure should 
be increased to 40 years. Let me say at 
once that I am completely opposed to any 
increase in the period of tenure as a droug~t 
relief measure. Unfortunately droughts m 
that part of Queensland happen periodic!l_lly. 
It is a condition that must be reeogmsed. 
The present drought is fairly serious, but 
there can be no guarantee that within a 
period of 40 years a drought equally as bad 
will not recur. To be consistent, a further 
40 years' tenure would have to be granted on 
that subsequent occasion. The history of 
western Queensland reveals that a serious 
drought occurs at least once in every 40-year 
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_period. Serious droughts occur more fre­
quently than that. Because of the serious­
ness of the present position the Minister could 
say, ' 'We will give all lessees an increase in 
leasehold tenure to 40 years.'' In 10 or 15 
years, and certainly in 20 years, almost 
inevitably a drought of equal severity will be 
experienced. What is to be done at that 
time~ Are the lessees to be granted a 
further period of 40 years~ That would be 
contrary to the Minister's ideas of closer 
settlement, and my ideas as to what should 
be done in the best interests of the West. 

lUr. Ewan: Would you agree to give 
them 40 years over a living area~ 

lUr. DUFF ICY: No. 

llir. Bjelke-Petersen: Why not? 

lUr. DUFFICY: The hon. member inter­
jects again. If he would write me a letter, 
I could explain it more easily. 

I have certain ideas about living areas. 
As I have said in this Chamber previously, it 
is very much better to err on the side of 
generosity than to subdivide into very small 
:areas. If scientific discoveries bring about 
greater production per given area, further 
subdivisions could be effected, and it is much 
easier to subdivide than to grant additional 
areas. The Minister knows only too well the 
difficulties that arose in the past because areas 
were subdivided into subnormal blocks. Great 
difficulties were experienced in granting an 
additional area to the parent block, on the 
condition that the resumption from an expired 
lease was within 30 miles of the parent 
block. That scheme was neither economical 
nor sensible, and I do not want the State to 
be in that position again. 

A reasonable living area should be granted, 
and by that I do not mean an area only 
sufficient to give a man, his wife and family 
a struggling existence. Some provision for 
employment must be made in that country, 
because many people in the West depend 
for employment on the pastoral industry. 
I think that the ideal living unit in 
the West is an area sufficient to maintain 
a man, his wife and family in a reasonable 
standard of comfort, to employ a married 
man permanently under decent conditions, and 
one other employee. That is what I regard 
as a reasonable living area in that country. 
There is a difference between living 150 miles 
west of Quilpie and living within 50 miles of 
Brisbane. After all, a man must leave his 
property for a time to go for a holiday with 
his wife and family. He cannot just walk 
into a town and pick up Bill Smith off the 
corner and ask him to manage his property 
while he takes his wife and family away for 
a holiday. There must be somebody com­
petent and accustomed to the work and part 
and parcel of what I regard as a living area. 
I hope I have made that clear. 

JUr. lllnller: What do you call a fair 
living area for sheep in the Quilpie districU 

Mr. DUFFICY: A minimum of 6,000 
sheep. I suggest that probably the Minis­
ter's officers might agree with me. The 
Chairman of the Land Administration Board 
recommended a new lease for Lundavra 
which was 70,000 acres and capable of 
running 12,000 or 14,000 sheep. Surely he 
would not disagree with 6,000 sheep in the 
Quilpie area. 

Itlr. Ewan: And the Thargomindah area? 

1\Ir. DUFF ICY: A minimum of 6,000 
sheep because the areas are similar. If hon. 
members want my idea as to living areas 
let me say a minimum of 3,000 sheep in the 
Goondiwindi area, down to St. George, any­
thing between 4,000 and 5,000 sheep, and at 
Charleville I should say between 5,000 and 
6,000 sheep with a minimum of 6,000 sheep 
further out. A better number would be 
8,000 sheep. After all, I agree with the 
Payne report. 

There was a report in the '' Telgra ph'' 
oi 24 October which states that there are 30 
blocks of land to be sold at Broadbeach 
under freehold tenure with no conditions 
whatever attnched to the sale. That means, 
if I understand the newspaper report, that 
if I had sufficient money and was a specu­
lator, I could attend the sale at Broadbeach 
and buy the 30 blocks under freehold tenure 
with no conditions attaching whatever. I 
could then sit down for 10 or 12 years until 
community effort and increased population 
and the money spent by taxpayers on 
improvements in the area and throughout 
Queensland generally, had appreciated the 
value of those blocks by probably 50 per 
cent. I could then sell them and obtain the 
unearned increment on them. I should like 
the Minister to justify that in his reply. 

(Time expired.) 

Itir. EWAN (Roma) (5.45 p.m.): I con­
gratulate the Minister on his very full 
opening statement and also on the manner 
in which he has carried out the administra­
tive duties of this important department 
since he took over this portfolio. It was 
gratifying to me in particular to know that 
he had visited the drought areas in the far 
South-West of this State. I accompanied 
the Minister on his trip. We started at 
Bollon, where we met many graziers. We 
also met representative gatherings of 
graziers at Cunnamulla, Thargomindah, 
Quilpie and Charleville. In the first-men­
tioned places we were told that not since 
1912, in the days of the late Hon. Harry 
Coyne, had those great people been hon­
oured by a visit from a Minister for Lands. 
Despite the fact that they had experienced 
frequent droughts and many of the other 
vicissitudes that beset people on the land, 
Alf Muller was the first Minister since that 
time to go out and see the conditions for 
himself. 

I was very interested to hear the remarks 
of the hon. member for Warrego, because at 
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least he has lived in the Far West and 
should know something about his subject. 
However, his opinion runs counter to that 
of Mr. Don Parkinson, the President of the 
South-~Western Graziers' Association at 
Cunnamulla, who to my knowledge took up 
land there in I920 and today is a wealthy 
man. He overcame all the difficulties that 
beset him from time to time. He disagrees 
entirely with the hon. member for Warrego 
and I leave it to the common sense of the 
great mass of people in the State to decide 
who is right. 

]'Ir. Graham: A wealthy grazier like 
yomself must be right. 

Mr. EW AN: If the hon. member for 
Mackay had the same courage and fortitude 
as Don Parkinson, and had worked and 
lived as he did, I would be very sorry for 
him if he was not a wealthy man today. If 
he failed it would be only because he did 
not have the intestinal fortitude of Don 
Parkinson. 

The hon. member for Warrego would not 
agree with providing some measure of rental 
relief for these people in the Far West. I 
quote the case of Grazing Farm No. I367, the 
rental of which was re-assessed at 9d. an 
acre from a previous rental of 3d. an acre. 
Let the hon. member consider that rental. 

An Opposition lU:ember: How much 
would that be per sheepW 

)Ir. EWAN: It would carry 5,000 sheep 
and on a sheep to 5 acres basis would work 
out at 3s. 4d. per sheep area. 

Let me deal with another place that is 
very close to Char leville. I will let the hon. 
member for Warrego assess his own carrying 
capacity for the property. I am referring to 
Oakwood station, which is well known to the 
hon. member and everyone else in the 
Warrego area. In I947 the rental was £4 a 
square mile. In I957 the Crown applied to 
have it increased to £I5 6s. 8d. a square 
mile, and the Land Court fixed it at £I2 IOs. 
If my arithmetic is correct, that is approxi­
mately 5d. an acre. Despite what the hon. 
member for Warrego might say, the carrying 
capacity of that property is a sheep to 8 
acres. 

The hon. member for Warrego said also 
that the average sheep rental area was from 
Is. to Is. 2d. in the South-West. I do not 
know where he got his figures but I can 
assure him they are definitely incorrect. 
WfJ can dismiss his suggestion that a reduc­
tion in rental, even if it is only temporary, 
would not afford some relief to the people ln 
the South-West. 

The hon. member seized on a slip of the 
tongue on the part of the Minister, who 
said that the Crown find it more difficult to 
compel freeholders to free their properties of 
noxious weeds than they do leaseholders. The 
hon. member knows as well as I that the 
owners of freeboid land can be compelled by 
the local authority to clear their properties 

of noxious weeds and predatory animals. 
If that is the only point that he can find on 
which to oppose the policy of freeholding up 
to liYing areas, that we have the honour to 
present, his argument falls to the ground. 
He suggests that it would be no use giving 
the people of the West a 40-year tenure for 
a living area instead of the present 28-year 
lease. I questioned him on it and he said, 
"No, not even for a living area." The 
greatest single factor retarding progress in 
the grazing industry is lack of security. 
Every practical man in the industry will 
confirm that. 'When a man takes up land 
early in life 28 years seems a very long time 
but w~en he goes out West and develops. 
those b1g areas of country 28 years go quick 
smart and lively because he has to hav~ 
his head down all the time. 

]'Ir. Foley: You did all right under 
Labour Governments. 

Mr. EWAN: I did well despite any 
Labour Government. If the hon. member for 
Belyando wants the full story I will give it. 
I have a great deal to say to him on this. 
matter and I will show the Committee just 
where he stands. I doubt whether his actions 
were honest on the same property that I sold .. 
I will tell that story if I am provoked suf­
ficiently. I do not intend to take any more 
notice of interjections from the rear. That 
is where those hon. members belong an<l 
that is where they will always be. 

Mr. A. J. Smith: I will challenge you to, 
tell us. I will provoke you. 

Mr. EWAN: Dusty from Carpentaria;~ 
that is what they call him. 

The hon. member for Warrego says that 
those people should be denied 40-year leases. 
I say that 40-year leases will be one of the 
greatest single factors in bringing about pro­
gress. Is the hon. member ashamed of the· 
actions of his own past Labour Governments f 
When they brought in the rent relief for 
sheep lands they reduced rentals by 50 per 
cent. for seven years and extended the leases 
by seven years. Is he ashamed of that f I 
think he is a little off the beam. I am not 
going to bother any more about the hon. 
member for W arrego because I have much 
more important matters to deal with. 

Mr. Walsh: That was not because of a. 
drought, you know. That was the fall in 
world prices. 

1Ir. EWA:N: The hon. member for 
Bundaberg would have the temerity to say 
that world prices have not fallen at this 
juncture. That is the sort of Treasurer he 
is, or was; thank goodness for the State he is 
ex-Treasurer. He would not know that export 
commodity prices have fallen. If he does not 
know that based on a true ratio the price of 
wool has fallen since I939, I will explain it 
to him and his colleagues. In I939 the price 
of wool was IOd. a lb. In I958 the average 
price is 46d. to 47d. a lb.; but what men 
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like the hon. member for Bundaberg-illite­
rate people and people unversed in the graz­
ing industry-do not know is that the cost 
of producing 1 lb. of wool has increased by 
.500 per cent. So if my arithmetic is correct 
we are selling wool on the world market today 
at the 1939 equivalent of 9d. a lb. The matter 
must be viewed very seriously. In 1946 when 
.all our wool clip reverted to the auction 
.system after the acquisition agreement with 
the Imperial Government in the war years, 
we were getting 15d. a lb. 

Mr. Lloyd: What was the agreement? 

Mr. EWAN: I have not time to bother 
.about the hon. member. In 1946-1947 the 
.average price LQ_Se to 26d. a lb., and/ it 
increased progressively till that wonderful 
year, that romantic year, 1950-51, when the 
average price of greasy sold at the Brisbane 
auction rooms was 141d. a lb. The price 
progressively declined until the first three 
sales this year when we averaged somewhere 
in the vicinity of 46d.-47d. a lb., but our 
eosts of production are still based on the 
peak production year of 1951. 

Mr. Walsh: Are you putting up this case 
for the benefit of the Industrial CourU 

Mr. EWAN: I would not mind putting 
up a ease to the Industrial Court on behal-f 
of the wool growers. 

Mr. Lloyd: In what centres would these 
costs of production operate~ 

Mr. EWAN: In every centre. 

Mr. Lloyd: Regardless? 

Mr. EWAN: Yes, all over the State. 
Many unversed, uninformed and uninitiated 
people like hon. members opposite ask why 
the wool-growers have not become very 
wealthy. If they go back to the Payne 
report of 1927 they will see that Mr. Payne 
pointed out that many of the uninitiated 
thought the wool-growers were millionaires 
then, a suggestion that is far from the truth. 
Many of them entered the boom years with 
heavy overdrafts. 

Mr. Beardmore: They have still got 
them too. 

Mr. EWAN: Yes. I thank the hon. mem­
ber for Balonne for that reminder. Many 
of them have still got overdrafts even though 
they used every means at their disposal in 
the boom years to repay the overdrafts to 
the various financial houses that had given 
them assistance. They also had to carry out 
developmental programmes in accordance with 
the generous assistance extended to them by 
the Commonwealth Government-including 
the present Commonwealth Government­
which enabled them to carry out the great­
est development of the land that has taken 
place in Queensland and other States in the 
history of Australia. Water improvements, 
subdivision, ringbarking, buildings, etc., were 
made subject to very generous depreciation 

concessions. As a consequence of high taxa­
tion and high incomes it was necessary for 
all graziers to embark on large schemes like 
that. At the same time they endeavoured 
to set aside some measure of reserve which 
they knew, by virtue of their many years' 
experience, was most necessary if they were 
to get over the difficu-lties that would be 
occasioned from time to time by the droughts 
which are a part and parcel of western con­
ditions. 

Mr. Walsh: And the Menzies Govern­
ment took much of that from them under 
the wool tax deduction. 

Mr. EW AN: And repaid it to them the 
next year. 

ltir. Walsh: After they took them to 
court. 

ltir. EW AN: The hon. member either 
does not know what he is talking about or 
he is a straight-out prevaricator. Having 
done all that let it be remembered that 
many of the graziers during the war 
years and early post-war years were 
unable to maintain their existing improve­
ments because they could not get the labour 
or the materials. A great deal of capital 
was subsequently needed to restore the 
improvements and facilities on their prop­
erties to the ordinary standard. Conse­
quently it can be seen how difficult it was 
for them to set aside any large reserves. 
Today many wool-growers, after two years of 
drought cannot meet the cost of production 
and show a profit. They are compelled to 
sell wool at approximately 45d. when their 
production costs are based on an average 
selling price of 141d. per lb. The inex­
perienced say that the wool-grower must 
reduce his costs of production. That is 
quite true but how is he going to do it? 
Let it be realised that 95 per cent. of the 
wool-grower's costs are not controllable by 
the individual. He has no control over inter­
est, rents, rates, taxes, transport charges, 
costs of materials, woolpacks, shearing, 
wages, and a host of other incidentals. The 
ways open to him are so limited that unless 
he eats less or spends less on clothes I cannot 
see how he can reduce his costs of produc· 
tion. T.he only other action is that which 
no employer wants to carry out-the dis­
missal of his faithful station hands whom 
he has employed for many years. That would 
be the last resort. They know full well from 
their study of economics that if you dis· 
pense with an employee's services on a 
wide scale you create a vicious circle 
which reduces ths overall purchasing power 
and inevitably bring about a depres­
sion. Let me illustrate the case of a small 
property which is typical of many in my 
area. I have selected a property of 10,500 
acres, leasehold tenure with a carrying 
capacity of one sheep to 3 acres or an overall 
capacity of 3,500 mixed sheep. The property 
was purchased in 1950 for £4 10s. an acre 
with 1,500 four-tooth ewes valued at £3 a 
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head. The overall purchase price was 
£42,750. The purchaser was financed by a 
relative. At present the property is mort­
gaged to a financial house to the extent of 
£10,000. The present earning capacity is as 
follows:-

Re:enue: 
£ 

Wool-3,500 sheep, 8 lb. per head 
at 45d. per lb. 5,250 

Sale-800 sheep at 30s. per head 
0/S 1,200 

Gross Incom8 .. £6,450 

Expenditure: 
£ 

Crown rent at 14d. per acre 612 
Shire rates . . 522 
Depreciation, plant, buildings, 

fencing, etc. 600 
Repairs and maintenance 300 
Petrol, oils, drenches, etc. 550 
Insurances (other than life), 

stamps, telegrams, stationery, 
~~ 1~ 

Taxes (excluding income), stock, 
wool, r<.:'gistration motor veh-
icles 102 

Interest, £10,000 at 5~ per cent. 550 
·wages-1 station hand and keep 750 
Rams-15 annually at 20 guineas 

to keep up to 45 head . . 313 
Sheep-Deaths and natural losses 

2~ per cent = 87 at 30s. 130 
Shearing-Contract at 4s. per 

head 700 
Crutching-Contract at 1s. 6d. 

per head 262 
Woolpacks-93 at 16s. 2d. 75 
Rail freights and cartage on wool, 

etc. . . 233 
Commissions and selling charges 

-wool and sheep 285 

Total Expenditure .. £6,146 

:Mr. Graham: That would not be correct. 

1Ir. EW AN: I challenge the hon. mem­
ber to disprove it. That gives the grazier 
a profit of £304, £6 a week with which to 
provide for himself, his wife and :family. 

Despite the fact that he has effected many 
improvements, if he is fortunate enough to 
sell the property at the original price, after 
repaying the mortgage of £10,000, and selling 
his stock at 30s. a head he would have £37,250 
which he could invest in Commonwealth bonds 
at 4i per cent., and get a net return of 
£1,769 or better still he could invest the 
money in one of the big hire-purchase firms 
at 7 per cent. and get £2,607 a year. He 
would be able to give his wife a better deal, 
while he, as a pastime, could sit on his 
posterior and sympathise with his less astute 
brothers who continue to dice with fortune on 
the land. 

When the position is considered in that 
way, hon. members will agree with me that 

it is necessary to recast values if we are to­
get stability in this most important export 
industry, on which everyone in the community 
depends. 

It cannot be imagined at this juncture that 
there will be any magic recovery in wool 
prices. In the interests of stable economy 
or prosperity, even a measure of prosperity, 
it is essential that we have an overall review 
of costs. As the ship mariner asked, ''How~'' 
Despite what the hon. member for Warrego 
has said, there must be a review of our· 
rentals. 

lUr. Dufficy: I do not deny that. 

JUr, EW AN: I am glad the hon. member 
agrees with me. It seems he is getting a little 
more understanding as I go along. Rentals have 
progressively increased from £1,166,940 in 
1948-1949 to £2,722,196 in 1957-1958, and land 
valuations have increased. That is a particu­
larly important point. In many instances~ 
with revaluations by local authorities, the 
rates are higher than the renta.ls impose~d 
by the Crown. We must have a review of 
rail freight schedules, and in that respect I 
agree with the hon. member for Warrego,. 
bearing in mind the present earning capacity 
of rural industries and their ability to with­
stand the present economic strain. 

The romantic period for wool-growers is 
over and the wool market is at its lowest 
point since 1948. Costs of production have 
risen by 500 per cent. since 1938 when the 
price was 10d. a lb. I reiterate my previous 
statement that, with the present market price· 
of 45d. a lb., on a comparable basis with 
1938 the present price is 9d. a lb. 

To wool-growers and all the people of· 
Queensland, I say that I have infinite faith 
in the ability of the present Liberal-Country 
Government to which I have the honour to 
belong to cope with the dire problems facing 
industry, with characteristic courage, 
sympathetic understanding and resolute· 
action, which will in the long run overcome 
the cumulative effects of the mal-administra­
tion of our Labour predecessors which is only 
now becoming fully apparent in all its 
ugliness. 

:Mr. RAE (Gregory) (7.25 p.m.) : I con­
gratulate the Minister for Publi: Lan~s an.d 
Irrigation on the facts contamed m h1s 
speech of over 1 hour 28 minutes and I have 
no reason to doubt that the measures he is 
undertaking will put the land administration 
policy of the State on a sound footing. In 
subscribing as I have wanted to d~ for so;ne 
time to the various measures assoc1ated w1th 
the land administration, I should like hon. 
members to know that the drought we are 
experiencing involves the whole economic struc­
ture of the State. That we should do some­
thing about it is the usual cry of the people 
-understandable for it has few parallels for 
severitv. It has been said t.hat we should 
do this and that, that we should grant 
certain privileges and tenures up to 
40 years, a.s the hon. member for Roma 
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said, to which I do not subscribe. 
We have to get down to earth about the 
whole thing. There are many problems asso­
ciated with land settlement. There is the 
problem of how it is taken up, how it is to be 
·developed and worked, and whether people 
are successful or otherwise. All this calls for 
the tolerance and interest of many parties; it 
certainly calls for a sympathetic Govern­
ment with a keen interest in land develop­
ment. I have been credited with saying that 
10,000 acres is a living area. I never really 
said anything like that. 

Jllr. lllann: What did you say? 

IUr. RAE: Bear with me and hear what 
I have to say. We should grant privileges 
and concessions to the man on the land who 
is today undoubtedly going through a period 
·of great stress. The stress is not only upon 
him but upon the family unit. Personally 
I think that the solution to the problem 
would be in a form of tax relief. Tax in 
'itself is a crippling blow-it is the final 
:hurdle over which he has to get-as the tax 
·comes along whether he wins, loses or draws. 

llir. Dufficy: Did you ever tackle the 
.Federal Treasurer on that~ 

llir. RAE: No. I am just one man who is 
·endeavouring to convey a line of thought 
which may or may not be constructive. I am 
giving my view. I showed tolerance to the 
hon. member and I request it of him now. 
Tax relief would be the most constructive 
form of relief as I see it, and I suggest to 
the Minister and his colleagues that a full 
inquiry into the merits of this would be 
received as a sound measure of helping the 
man on the land. The rainfall has been 
:insufficient to encourage a growth of grass or 
herbage. I have just completed a tour of 
the outback and believe me, things are bad. 
Life on the land is a challenge which is 
accepted by those who like the land. This 
is not the first drought we have suffered nor 
will it be the last. Droughts are intermingled 
with good and bad years, good prices and 
bad prices, and they have to be accepted. 
We have to face up to things. People are 
prone to cry and scream for help when the 
disc spins against them. 

Mr. Graham: They are squealing like 
stuck pigs because they have a drought on 
their hands. 

lUr. RAE: The graziers have been 
through the mill. However, they are prepared 
to accept the challenge and I have no doubt 
that they will win through if they are helped 
to overcome the present difficulties, which 
eould cripple those who are just getting onto 
their feet. 

If we are to progress >Ye must encourage 
·development, which can be achieved only 
through closer settlement. In the past, closer 
settlement has been the sub,cect of a great 
deal of malauministration by Labour. They 
expected a man to make a living on blocks of 
varying sizes down to 1,280 acres in the 

Longreach district! We want settlers to 
operate as a community; they should be 
able to support a town; they should 
have people working for them as family 
units. 'l'here should be all-round progress in 
developing the State as a whole. I am not 
saying, of course, that all the large properties 
should be cut up. There are many angles to 
development, and I am not advocating the 
cutting up of all the large areas. Many of 
those people have been granted fairly long 
leases, but I think 28 years is long enough, 
and the priYilcges as granted at present to 
stud holdings of 40 years. In every case 
that r know of under the present administra­
tion, they have been rewarded by being 
granted another lease. Many large companies 
and pastoral interests naturally wish to 
retflin those huge areas. 

'l'his is not in the best interests of progress 
in the State. Anyone who .has about 6,000 
or 10,000 sheep normally is doing very well. 

In the western cattle areas there has been 
no greater handicap to the development of the 
State than the Kidman interests. They hold 
land from the Northern Territory, through 
Western Queensland, and New South Wales 
to Adelaide, and they have not subscribed to 
the improvement of their areas for what 
they have been reaping from them. They 
were obliged by legislation to put in certain 
water improvements. They ''went to 
town'' on taxation benefit and had to 
have new leases granted. I suppose their 
books and reports will show that they 
bought all the fencing material that they 
were obliged to, but I have seen 
thousands of steel fencing posts and miles of 
wire covered with sand. That fencing will 
never be erected because it is not in their 
interests to do so. They like to regard that 
part of the State as land in which you have 
to be tough; they regard it as corned beef­
and-damper land. I am referring now to 
places such as Boulia, Birdsville, Bedourie and 
Betoota, which are probably mere place 
names to most hon. members. The people who 
are making a success of properties with a 
thousand square miles of country are being 
quietly and slowly absorbed by the great 
Kidman interests who do nothing to develop 
the land and who do not comply with the 
legislation of the State. 

Most of the troubles being experienced on 
properties today to within 20 miles of Bris­
bane emanate in the first instance from the 
outback where there are no fences and where 
the landholders have no intention of erecting 
them. Dingoes are a very serious problem 
and the most useless form of control and the 
most stupid I have ever encountered is aerial 
baiting. I have made it my business to ask 
many people who know. 

:llir. Duffioy: You differ from your Minis­
ter. 

3Ir. RAE: Hon. members opposite started 
it and I am giving the answer. ''Aerial 
baiting'' is a phrase or catchword that per­
haps appeals to the man in charge of the 
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build-up in the department, but the best way 
to counter the dingo menace is to increase 
the bonus on tbe dog to £3 a head. That 
might sound a lot but it was £1 a head in 
the depression years and it is still £1 a 
head. Surely we can stand something extra 
with the progress of civilisation. 

}fr. Mann: I have seen aerial baiting 
and I do not think it is very effective. 

Mr. RAE: I understand it gives a goanna 
here and there a pain in the "tummy," but 
beyond that it worries nothing. A bonus of 
£3 a head will give us some action. Men 
will be interested and will work over the 
week-ends. Eventually it will bring about the 
destruction of the dogs. 

}fr. Baxter interjected. 

Mr. RAE: I doubt that the hon. member 
would make a ''quid'' himself but if he 
were a bushman he would know something 
about it. 

Land ballots have been of great interest 
to me for some time. If ever farcical and 
fantastic legislation has been introduced it is 
that dealing with land ballots. I have 
balloted for land in New South Wales, having 
passed a board of characters-ex-station 
managers, and what-have-you-who deter­
mine whether an applicant is a fit and proper 
person to hold land in the State. The 
applicant who satisfies them is given a 
large document with all sorts of bits 
and pieces denoting this or that and he 
is then granted the privilege of taking 
part in a ballot. The only time I was 
accorded the right to ballot in New Sout.h 
Wales was when I gave my mother's home 
address in Sydney. Every time I gave a 
Queensland address I was denied the right 
because they said my experience was not of 
the type that would enable me to run that 
particular property, despite the fact that I 
had passed the board, or whatever it was. 

Mr. Watson: You had qualified? 

Mr. RAE: Yes, that is it. We in Queens­
land, kind to the point of stupidity, allow 
southerners in and some people even say it 
is a good thing to bring New South Wales 
money into the State. We have plenty of 
money here ourselves. We have ample 
resources to carry on Queensland properties 
and good people capable of doing an excellent 
job, every bit as good as people from the 
South can do, and _probably better. They 
appear to be befuddled with preconceived 
ideas about using the land. They are not 
able to make the best use of its natural pro­
ductivity. That is not so much the point as 
the fact that the man who so often gets the 
block is a bookmaker's clerk or something 
of that nature. That is the part that worries 
me. I think it is very wrong. 

Mr. Baxter: The fact that he is a New 
South Welshman' 

Mr. RAE: Not that, but the fact that 
these people come in-all sorts of odd 

characters-to the exclusion of others who 
have appeared before this panel of judges 
who determine qualifications. They will not 
let people in because they give a Queens­
land address. It is all very one-eyed. Can 
anyone tell me of a more ridiculous set-up 
in all the world than the allowing of people 
under 21 years of age the right to draw a 
block~ When a block is drawn a certain 
amount of money is required. When people 
under 21 years of age are allowed to ballot 
for a block, who gets it~ The rich man's 
son every time. The working man's son or 
the son of the man on the land who has 
been working all his life, like the Watsons, 
to get something for himself and his 
family, is not allowed to ballot. But some 
youngster-at least a young fellow unquali­
fied when it comes to running land-is 
allowed to ballot and very often wins. I know 
of one boy who won a block at 16 years of 
age. He has the property on the market now 
for £100,000 after seven years of happiness. 
His father put managers on to run it for him 
for some time pending his finishing school. 
It is high time we woke up to all of 
these things. At only 16 years of age they 
allow them in! By the same token they 
have women coming in. Do we ballot for 
frock shops or things like thaU Certainly 
not. Why should we have women balloting 
for land blocks~ Anything more unreal I 
have never known! It is the most ridiculous 
thing in all the world. No women, nobody 
under 21 and no man over 65 should be 
eligible to ballot. They are three principles 
I strongly subscribe to. They are rich, 
real, constructive and basically good. I am 
quite certain that the Minister will take that 
to heart and bring forward legislation al'Ong 
those lines. 

I have already spoken of the development 
of the West. There is a chance of the meat 
works in Winton re-opening. They were 
operating for some time but it was not a 
very satisfactory set-up and they closed 
down. I should say that this would be a 
matter that comes under the Estimates of 
the Department of Public Lands. Private 
enterprise is very interested in the re-estab­
lishment of the Winton meat works. I hope 
that I can interest the Minister in the pro­
posal because it is a good ol!e. The re-open­
ing of the meat works at Wmton would _be a 
positive step towards the progress that Is so 
undoubtedly worthy of the people who live 
out there. Over the years they have paid 
fantastic taxes yet they have received so 
little in return. All-in-all I believe that if a 
positive and realistic approach is made to 
land matters by the various sub-departments 
under the Minister's control we will eventu­
ally prove to all that we are a very sound 
and constructive Government for the benefit 
and welfare of people in all walks of life. 
They are all entitled to it. The person we 
require here is the one who will do his best. 
I am not unmindful of the fact that if the 
land were cut up into areas to carry only 
2,000 sheep or grow 500 acres of sorghum it 
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would be stupid. We must take into con­
sideration the :fluctuation of prices and the 
pitfalls of marketing. I should say 4,500 or 
5,000 sheep would be necessary in the 
Mitchell and St. George area, and further 
west 6,000 sheep and at J ulia Creek and 
Boulia 7,000 and 8,000, and a similar number 
.at Jundah and Windorah. Sufficient acreage 
should be provided in the various areas to 
ensure the safe carrying of that number of 
sheep. I express that view because it might 
relieve a few who are doubtful of my inten­
tions, more especially the U.G.A. I will cop 
it anyhow, but I do not mind that. We do 
find in this State men who have made vast 
:sums of money only to become absentee land­
lords drawing ruinous dividends that were a 
deterrent to advancement and who now con­
trol lands adjacent to towns, which has a 
.crippling effect on the towns. The towns 
.cannot grow and go ahead because of these 
vast organisations-whatever they may be: I 
do not wish to name them-would not spend 
one shilling in a town nor would they employ 
anybody nor would they start a horse at the 
picnic races. They own all this land and they 
are granted these privileges and they are 
handicapping the progress and development of 
the towns. I have put it to you, the Minister, 
and I was told that this was the law. I say, 
let us be different and smarten the law up if 
necessary. That is my answer. Surely to God 
if we can do anything at all it should be some­
thing on positive and constructive lines 
towards the development and welfare of 
Queensland, particularly <mttle, sheep and 
wool-growing areas. 

Mr. LLOYD (Kedron) (7.48 p.m.): I was 
interested in the speech delivered by the hon. 
member for Gregory who is a new Govern­
ment member who is not afraid to say what 
he thinks. The speech of the hon. member 
for Gregory was vastly different from that 
of the hon. member for Roma who spoke 
with his tongue in his cheek. The hon. 
member for Gregory said that people in New 
South Wales were able to participate in land 
ballots in Queensland. We are in agreement 
with the hon. member on that. 

Mr. Pizzey: You allowed it to go on. 

Mr. LLOYD: We disagreed on occasions. 
On several occasions we were told that 
Section 92 was to blame for it. Section 92 
was overdone by some of the members 
of the last Government. I do not agree in 
principle that because one man is living in 
one State he should not be eligible to take 
part in a land ballot in another State. 
Everybody should be allowed to participate 
regardless of the State in which he lives. 
While the principle operates in New South 
Wales and Victoria of prohibiting a resident 
of another State from taking part in a 
ballot I cannot see why Queensland should 
allow people in other States to participate 
in ballots here, It should be a matter for 
consideration between Governments. 

Mr. Evans: You want pretty strict 
agreements. 

Mr. LLOYD: You do. The other day 
when I was out West I heard of two land 
ballots. One was won by the son-in-law of a 
wealthy grazier from the West, and the 
ex-service men's ballot was won by a retired 
grazier. Those are matters that might be 
considered by the Government. The provi­
sions were designed with the object of settling 
ex-servicemen on the land. In this and in 
other avenues ex-servicemen from the First 
World War are entitled to the same privileges 
as ex-servicemen from the Second World 
War, but the former have had a great deal 
of time in which to rehabilitate themselves. 
In this instance an ex-serviceman from the 
First World War succeeded in the ballot and 
so prevented the settlement on that hind of 
an ex-serviceman from the Second World 
War. The question whether he should be 
eligible may have been answered by his deci­
sion to retire, but he has now re-entered the 
industry after his success in this ballot. 
Ex-servicemen who have been seeking land for 
years are thus unable to get this block. By 
participating in this ballot he has denied 
another ex-serviceman the opportunity to 
settle on the land. 

Mr. Muller: Fifty per cent. of the blocks 
are reserved for ex-servicemen. 

Mr. LLOYD: I understand that, but I 
am questioning the participation by a retired 
grazier whose eligibility stems from his First 
World War service. Many of those who suc­
ceed in open ballots have had only limited 
experience on the land. Many perhaps work in a 
trade or a business in Brisbane. They may 
have had relatives on the land at some period 
or may have had brief experience some 20 or 
30 years ago, whereas, as was stated by the 
hon. member for Gregory, others who have 
engaged in the industry all their lives and are 
desirous of settling on the land, are unable 
to obtain a block. They cannot afford to 
purchase land. With the easing of eligibility 
standards, those people are squeezed out and 
other people with perhaps lower qualifica­
tions or knowledge are able to get land. 

The hon. member for Roma seemed to be 
obsessed with the notion that all graziers are 
impoverished. He seemed to be placing 
before the Committee a case for a reduction 
in the wages of station hands. 

Mr. EW AN: I rise to a point of order. 
That is deliberately untrue. I never advocated 
a reduction in wages; in fact, I advocated 
retention of the services of all employees. 
That remark is offensive to me and I ask that 
it be withdrawn. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member 
to accept the explanation of the hon. member 
for Roma. 

lir. LLOYD: I am prepared to accept 
his explanation, but to date I have not said 
anything to which he can object. I com­
menced the sentence, but before I was half­
way through it, he rose to a point of order. 



892 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

I said it seemed that he was making a case 
that could he put to the Industrial Court for 
a reduction in wages. 

lUr. EW AN: I again rise to a point of 
orde.r, I thought you directed the hon. 
member for Kedron to withdraw the state­
ment, Mr. Taylor. 

The CHAIRlUAN: The hon. member for 
Roma has given an explanation. I have asked 
the hon. member for Kedron to acce12t the 
explanation. I hope the subject will not be 
pursued. 

Mr. LLOYD: Certainly not, but I think I 
am entitled to finish a sentence before a point 
of order is taken. I accept the explanation 
of the hon. member for Roma that he wa~ 
not presenting an Industrial Court case for 
a reduction of wages, but it appeared to me 
that the case he was presenting on the costs 
of production could not be refuted. I asked 
the hon. member for R.oma to state the district 
in which this property is situated. He did not 
answer my question but merely said that its 
area was 10,500 acres. He mentioned that 
the rental was 14d. per acre, and that the 
property had a carrying capacity of a sheep 
to three acres. It would be somewhere in 
the Roma or Dalby districts. 

JUr. Ewan: 3s. 6d. per sheep area. 

)Ir. LLOYD: From the case quoted by 
the hon. member for Roma it would appear 
that the cost of production does not vary in 
the respective districts of the State, but I 
am assured by many graziers that it does. 

llr. Ewan: I did not say anything like 
that. 

Mr. LLOYD: The hon. member must 
have been excited when he said it. It is 
rather over-stating the case to say that all 
graziers are in the one position today 
because of the ravages of drought. I think 
even the hon. member would agree with me 
that not in all districts are the graziers 
suffering from drought. 

lUr. Ewan: Those figures came from a 
property not in the drought area. 

lir. LLOYD: I realise that; they must 
have come from an area with an ample rain­
fall. The hon. member asks how are >ve 
going to assist this industry. I have discussed 
the matter with a number of graziers from 
Cunnamulla who tell me that in many cases 
they are geared to meet the drought in their 
district. Others are suffering losses by over­
stocking. If we accept these conditions in 
the grazing industry we must accept them in 
respect of the other industries. The dairying 
industry is suffering losses because the Com­
monwealth Government have not kept their 
promises. We find in the Inglewood and 
Texas districts within the electorate of the 
hon. member for Carnarvon that the tobacco 
growers are in a similar position to the wool 
growers and the dairymen. Growers out there 
have found it impossible to market their 

crop at a price reasonable enough to carry 
them over the year. The crop is of particu­
larly good quality but approximately 300 tons, 
have not been marketed. They are suffering 
by receiving less than the cost of production. 
No matter in what area one goes, even \vhere· 
there has been a good rainfall, there exists, 
depressed conditions with reduced business, 
activity and the people are unable to get a 
living for themselves. The people of the, 
west are suffering not so much because of the 
drought, because the drought has been 
isolated, but because of depressed market 
conditions. The Government would be con­
tributing more towards the prosperity or 
the primary producer if they got down ta 
basic facts by either stimulating the market; 
or finding new markets for our prod:uce. 
Upwards of 14,000,000 lb. of tobacco is, 
imported from overseas. Excise paid on leaf 
contributes much to Commonwealth revenue. 
The market is manipulated as many other 
markets for primary products are beinK 
manipulated. If there is not a ring operating 

. there is an arrangement between buyers to 
keep the price of the commodity low and 
their own price as high as possible. It is: 
nothing short of criminal that in one part 
of the State crops are being ploughed back 
into the soil while in others people are crying 
out for more fruit and vegetables. Recently 
in areas round Brisbane fruit and vegetables 
were being ploughed back into the soil while 
people in the West could not get any of those 
commodities. They were being ploughed back 
because is was said that there was a glut 
on the market. How could there possibly be 
a glut when people in the West were crying 
out for fruit and vegetables~ 

The hon. member for Gregory mentioned 
closer settlement, and he seemed to be offside 
with many hon. members on the Government 
benches on the freeholding of land. He out­
lined the many problems that flow from land 
aggregations. One of the present problems 
is the tendency by graziers to overstock 
because of the high prices now offering. 

The hon. member for Warrego has given 
his opinion on carrying capacities. If the 
Government continue a policy that gives 
people less than a living area, they must run 
the risk of land aggregations. We have gone 
a long way since the days of the absentee 
owner, but we now see the possibility of a 
return to those conditions and to impoverished 
towns resulting from the fact that money 
earned in a district is not circulated locally. 
Labour's policy resulted in the growth of 
prosperous tmvns in country areas, particu­
larly in the West. Since the war there has 
been a growth rf business activity in country 
towns because prosperous families who have 
settled on the land have circulated money 
mainly in their own district. 

If the al"eas are not la~rge enough t;o 
provide the landholder with a decent living 
he is forced to sell, with the result that large 
areas are aggregated in the hands of one or 
two owners. That must endanger the pros­
perity of the West. I point out, for example, 
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that an area of 60,000 acres of rich land in 
the Y elarbon district is lying idle and unpro­
ductive. Many hon. members have been 
prone to sneer at one of Labour's projects­
the Queensland-British Food Corporation­
and to brand it as a failure. It was certainly 
far from being a failure in bringing about 
closer settlement and greater productivity. 
Many people are now settled in that area 
and prosperous townships are sure to spring 
up there. 

We also have the example of Foleyvale, 
land that the Department of Health and 
Home Affairs resumed from an owner who 
said .th~t it wo~ld not grow grain of any 
descnptwn. It 1s now a thriving place run 
by aboriginals for the grazing of cattle and 
the growing of wheat, sorghum and other 
crops. As long as there is a freeholding of 
land, .some. la?-d will remain unproductive. 
That 1s a sm m a country such as this when 
markets are available. If the sub-division 
of land is continued that will oc<:ur. 
The Tinaroo Falls scheme is a case in point. 
Recently the Barron River Hydro-Electric 
Extension Project Bill was introduced 
because it was said that the water from the 
Tinaroo Fans dam would not be used to irri­
gate land for some time. Is the land there 
freehold~ Why cannot it be opened up~ 
Why cannot water be used~ 

Mr. Muller: The channelling to the land 
is not carried out. 

Mr. LLOYD: In any case, is the land 
freehold~ Why has it not been carried ouU 

Mr. Muller: They are working on it 
now. 

Mr. LLOYD: Is the land in the area 
fully productiveW If it were leasehold which 
I doubt, it could be opened up for' closer 
settlement. Every land ballot attracts several 
hundred applicants. Hundreds of people want 
to go on the land but they cannot because so 
much of the coastal land is freehold. 

l\Ir. Pizzey: How much is the inter­
channelling going to cost~ 

Itlr. LLOYD: I am talking about closer 
settlement. If the hon. gentleman do~s not 
111ant to talk about that subject I am not 
interested in what he has to say. While the 
lancl is held freehold it cannot be opened up, 
unless the Government resume it. Then it has 
to revert to leasehold again. 

Mr. Muller: Much of it is Crown land 
that has not to be resumed-land never taken 
up. Water has not been carried to it yet. 

:'\'Ir. LLOYD: This illustrates why land 
should not be held freehold. The Minister 
must realise the mistakes that can be made. 
He understands the advantage of leaseholding 
land in one area and I am sure that before 
many years pass he 1vill know that land must 
be held leasehold if it is to be developed. 

Mr. l\Iuller: It would not make any 
difference. It has nothing to do with the 
argument. 

l\Ir. LLOYD: The report of the Land 
Administration Board indicntes that, since the 
legislation ;vas introduced enabling land­
holders to convert their tenure, 169 perpetual 
town leases have been converted to freehold at 
an average price of £880 for an aYerage block 
of 32 perches. It would seem that the only 
land being opened up is expensive land such 
as on the Gold Coast. 

l\Ir. Muller: Is your home built on lease­
hold or freehold property~ 

llir. LLOYD: My land would cost me 
nothing on leasehold except my annual rent. 
There are many anomalies that the Govern­
ment are not considering. They are not look­
ing at the legislation from the point of view 
of the ordinary working man. They offer 
him a block at an avera.ge price of £880 with 
repayments over 10 years. That means £88 
a year as against a rental of about £25 a 
year for the same block. 

Mr. Muller: He is not obliged to free­
holcl. He can please himself. 

Mr. LJ_,OYD: The conditions laid down 
for converting perpetual town leases to free­
hold are such that no working man can afford 
to do it unless he wins the Casket. Take the 
case of a pensioner living in Brisbane. The 
value of his land on which he built a workers' 
home has increased from £25 to £500. He has 
paid off his home. He is paying £15 a year 
rent, which is too much for a pensioner. He 
has heayy rate payments to the Brisbane City 
Council on the valuation of £500. He has to 
sell out. He could convert to freehold but 
how; can he afford it at £50 a year for 10 
years~ In addition he has to pay interest on 
the money borrowed. The legislation which 
the Minister originally introduced as being 
a measure of benefit to working families is of 
no assistance at all. The average price of 
£880 indicates that the land is not within any 
of the city areas but land more in the luxury 
class on the South Coast, bringing high prices, 
in many cases. Therefore the legislation is 
not of any benefit to working people. The 
Minister 1vas reported in ' 'Country Life'' as 
hadng said that he is anxious to extend free­
hold tenure to 7,000 acres of prickly pear 
leases and agricultural settlement land. If 
that were done there would be a very grave 
danger of land aggregations being estab­
lished. People who aggregate the land would 
not make it productive. If the Government 
are sincere about their desire for closer land: 
settlement any legislation introduced should 
put the scheme on a leasehold basis because 
that is the only efficient way a closer land 
settlement policy can be pursued. He has 
criticised the Labour Government for failing 
to take steps to eradicate Harrisia cactus. He, 
is reported in ''Country r,ife'' as saying that 
if the cactus were eradicated oYer a period 
of 10 years special concessions would be-
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granted. He has not mentioned how much land 
would be in the special leases he intends to 
grant, whether it depends on the amount of 
infested land or on the amount of productive 
land that can be utilised. At the same time it 
must be remembered that this pest originally 
began its spread because of the carelessness 
<Jf the landholder or tenant. How much at 
fault were they for refusing to do anything 
about it~ It is over-simplifying the matter 
altogether to blame the previous Government 
because of any failure on their part to control 
the spread of the pest. Other hon. members 
will probably have more to say about Harrisia 
-cactus. It seems to me that the Minister is 
trying to capitalise on this subject. 

(Time expired.) 

Mr. HARRISON (Darlington) (8.13 
p.m.) : I first of all express my complete 
confidence in the Minister for Public Lands 
.and Irrigation. I have not been in Parlia­
ment very long but I have known him per­
:eonally for a long time. I know that he has 
the practical knowledge and energy to make 
a first-class job of his portfolio. 

In speaking on the Estimates of the 
Department of Public Lands, Forestry and 
Irrigation I wish to refer particularly to the 
work of the Co-ordinating Board. The 
<Co-ordinating Board carries out functions of 
very great importance to the State but unfor-­
tunately many of its functions are not fully 
.or adequately understood, at least by th" 
general public. I always like to menUon 
the title of the Act because it indicates its 
jpurpose. The title is ''Stock Routes and 
Rural Lands Protection Act.'' The title 
gives some idea of the scope of the Act. The 
responsibility for implementing it was 
entrusted to the Co-ordinating Board, in 
some quarters referred to as the Stock 
Routes Board. It is not generally under­
stood that the Co-ordinating Board does not 
.come directly under the Land Administration 
Board, but is responsible directly to the 
Minister. Its members represent a very wide 
<Cross-section of interests in land matters in 
this State. Each member has some specialised 
knowledge of the problems encountered by 
land-owners in this State. The Chairman is 
Mr. Brebner, a very experienced public servant 
with as wide a knowledge of Queensland, 
·especially in the back country, as any person 
I know. The Chairman of the Local Govern­
ment Association of Queensland, Mr. Behan, 
is also a member of the board. Another mem­
ber is Mr. Williams, representing the U.G.A. 
Mr. Naish was the representative of the Selec­
tors' Association, but he died this year. The 
'Council of Agriculture representing all the 
farming interests of Queensland is also repre­
sented. I have the honour to be that repre­
.sentative. Another member is Mr. Sewell, 
representing the Department of Local Govern­
ment. Other members are Mr. Mulhearn, 
Director of Veterinary Services, who repre­
sents the Department of Agriculture and 
Stock. Mr. Boyle, representing the Co­
<>rdinator-General 's Department, Mr. Pearce 

representing the Irrigation and Water Supply 
Commission, both engineers, and Mr. Fowles 
representing the Auditor-General's Depart­
ment. 

Mr. Low: How often do you have a 
meeting~ 

llir. HARRISON: Every three months. 
Neither the general public nor the man on 
the land fully realise the considerable amount 
of expenditure from the Stock Routes Fund 
and the revenue for this is obtained from land­
owners. Last year expenditure amounted to 
£328,000. Revenue is raised by way of pre­
cepts on ratable lands, and other charges for 
services rendered. The only money contri­
bution by the Government is £10,000 towards 
the cost of administration at Head Office. 
There is a very urgent need for an improved 
staff position. There should be an increase 
in staff with ability to assist carrying out the 
many important functions of the Board . 
After the passing of the Barrier Fences Act 
of 1954 a few years ago, the Board was 
entrusted with the additional responsibility 
to enclose the main sheep lands of Queensland 
with dog-proof netting. That was a very big 
job. The staff is inadequate to deal with all 
the work it is expected to do. I am glad 
the Minister has recognised this, and has 
made arrangements, I understand, for a more 
adequate staff in the very near future. That 
will be greatly appreciated. 

As a member of the Board for many years, 
I go further and make an urgent request 
that the Board should be created a sub­
department of the Department of Public 
Lands. I make that recommendation because 
of the ever-growing importance and volume 
of work of the Board. 

Many officers of the Board after years of 
service have acquired a great knowledge of 
certain phases of the Board's functions­
stock routes, watering facilities, and control 
of noxious weeds, of which there are a tre­
mendous number in Queensland. Eventually 
they become experts in their field, but with 
little prospects of advancement they are 
forced to seek promotion by transfer or resig­
nation. A completely inexperienced officer is 
then appointed and he has to begin afresh to 
learn the job. It would be a great benefit to 
all interested parties if it was made a sub­
department with permanent officers, with 
reasonable scope for advancement. 

Mr. Davies: To which department are 
most of these officers losU 

Mr. HARRISON: Some retire to accept 
appointment as shire clerks, and others seek 
promotion in other sections of the depart­
ment. My point is that their work is so 
important that they should be specially classi­
fied and kept in this section, just as officers of 
the Department of Agriculture and Stock are 
given classifications to keep them in their 
department. They are specialists in their 
job. 
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Mr. Gair: There are not separate parts 
of the Department of Agriculture and Stock. 
Those officers are officers of the department, 
just as these officers are officers of the 
Department of Public Lands. 

Mr. HARRISON: But they should 
remain in that section. 

Mr. Gair: You are advocating a separate 
department. 

Mr. HARRISON: A sub-department, 
such as the Department of Forestry, if I may 
draw a comparison between the two. Officers 
of the Forestry Department are not trans­
ferred here, there and somewhere else. They 
are experts in forestry, just as officers of the 
Board are expert in their work. After these 
men have been trained, it is a pity that their 
special knowledge should be lost. 

I think I should mention the scope of the 
Board's work. First of all, it is charged 
with the destruction of vermin in Queensland. 
Control of dingoes, pigs, rabbits, foxes and 
so on comes within the Board's jurisdiction. 
It has to decide how to deal with the dingo 
pest. The hon. member for Gregory spoke 
of ~erial baiting. It is a very controversial 
subJect. Some people think it is a great 
benefit while others do not. All I can 
say is that it does not cost a great deal of 
money and it allows for the baiting of areas 
very inaccessible by surface effort. It costs 
only £12,000 and of this sum South Australia 
pays £3,000. If I had any complaint to 
make it would be in regard to the employ­
ment of doggers. It is estimated that last 
year 47,000 dogs were destroyed in Queens­
land. The rate of bonus is £1 a head. There 
is difficulty in paying anything more than 
that because New South Wales, South Aus­
tralia and the Northern Territory pay £1 and 
if Queensland was to be generous and pay 
£3 a head all the dingoes scalps would come 
from New South Wales and South Australia 
and be paid for by Queensland. 

Mr. Muller: You would have to increase 
the levy to get more money. 

Mr. HARRISON: Yes. We had 40 dag­
gers employed who destroyed only 1,362 dogs 
at a cost of over £9,000, which is a cost of 
£6.77 per dingo. That is very expenfl_ive. I 
am not sure but I think one-thirty-fifth of 
the dingoes destroyed cost one-fifth of the 
total money expended. I know that these dogs 
might be in difficult places and it is the dif­
ficult dogs that the daggers set out to get. 

Mr. Davies: Does the killing have much 
effect on the total number' 

Mr. HARRISON: I think so. The hon. 
member can ask some of my sheep friends 
how much damage a dog can do and he wm 
learn what damage 47,000 dogs can do. 
I hope the barrier fence will be a great 
benefit. 

The second of the main purposes of the 
Co-ordinating Board is to attend to stock 
routes and water facilities, and that is of 

major importance to the stock industries. The 
next main duty is in connection with noxious 
plants. It would be difficult to calculate the 
enormous loss caused by noxious plants in 
agricultural and pastoral country. When a 
plant is declared a noxious plant, the first 
question is, is it noxious in itself or 
poisonous, and then whether it invades use­
ful land. I£ the Board knows of no effective 
remedy, it does not take the step of declar­
ing a pl~t to be a noxious plant. The Co­
ordinating Board works in co-operation with 
local authorities, and is thus able to build up 
a means of dealing with declared noxious 
plants by simultaneous destruction by the 
local authority and the landholder. Schemes 
are operating for the control of N oogoora 
burr and Bathurst burr, two of the worst 
scourges in the noxious weed field. There 
are also simultaneous destruction schemes for 
groundsel, hemlock, saffron thistle, clockweed, 
blackberry, and giant bramble. All those 
schemes are operating very successfully. There 
is also a special scheme in the case of giant 
sensitive plant, which has become such a 
menace to the sugar-cane lands in North 
Queensland. The Minister also has a special 
scheme on Harrisia cactus, which is not the 
responsibility of the Co-ordinating Board. 

There are difficulties in the way of eradi­
cating groundsel, about which all hon. mem­
bers know something because it grows round 
the Brisbane area. Although. it is easily 
killed, tremendous amounts of it are growing 
on worthless land. I do not know how we can 
get over the difficulty unless we can provide 
for some basis of assistance. We cannot 
expect the conscientious and responsible land­
holders and the locaJ authorities to keep their 
lands clear of groundsel, and at the same 
time leave large areas of worthless land to 
remain as seed beds. 

The Co-ordinating Board always keeps its 
eye open for the possibility of the biologicaJ 
control of noxious weeds. S'ome years ago it 
brought from Mexico the stem gall fly for the 
control of Crofton weed. It did a fair job, 
although it was not as good as we had 
hoped. Last year two searches were made 
for insects to control Noogoora burr. Mr. 
John Mann was sent to India. He brought 
back an insect called Nupserha antennata, 
while Mr. Smith, an entomologist from the 
Department of Agriculture and Stock, who 
was sent to North America brought back an 
insect called Mecas saturnina. Both those 
insects are in quarantine in the laboratory 
at Sherwood at present, and we have hopes 
that they will be of great help in eradicat­
ing Noogoora burr. Likewise, insects have 
been brought from Central America, which 
are now being liberated and it is hoped that 
they will help in controlling lantana. 

The Co-ordinating Board is always on the 
lookout for new noxious weeds. It takes. 
action to eradicate them promptly before they 
can spread and become a menace. 

I should like to say a word of praise for 
the biological section, under Mr. A. P. Dodd. 
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It does much valuable work for Queensland 
2specially in determining effective measures 
to be taken for controlling noxious weeds. 

I should like also to commend the Lands 
Department for its practice of making avail­
able to landholders at cost price and freight 
free, hormone weed killers and spraying 
equipment. £36,000 was spent in that direc­
tion last year. 

The story that I am telling shows the tre­
mendous importance and the scope of the 
work of the Co-ordinating Board. To my 
mind, it is a very important section of the 
Department of Public Lands. 

I should like to commend also the work 
of the Department of Irrigation and Water 
Supply and make a short reference to the 
Farm Water Supplies Assistance Act. That 
measure was introduced only last year, but 
it must prove of immense value in areas of 
unpredictable and variable rainfall. I hope 
that it will be the means of ensuring contin­
uity of production and that it will do much 
to safeguard all primary industries. I hope, 
too, that it will avoid the repeated losses 
that must occur unlesst provision can be 
made for water storage on individual farms. 
Admittedly the new scheme will be 
slow to get going just as it was in New 
South Wales. They made a success of it and 
I see no reason why we should not do so 
here. If it becomes necessary to ease some 
-of the :financial difficulties associated with 
the scheme I am sure the Government 
will take appropriate action. T.he Farm 
Water Supplies Assistance Act initiated 
by this Government, a valuable piece 
of legislation, will do a great deal of good 
for the State. 

Mr. FOJ:EY (Belyando) (8.36 p.m.): I 
was very mterested in the remarks of the 
hon. memb.er for Darlington. He gave us a 
very :fine prcture of the work of the Co-ordin­
ating Board, sometimes known as the Stock 
Routes Board. The Minister is very fortunate 
in having the board to advise him on matters 
affecting rural land. Mr. Brebner, the Chair­
man is a man of commonsense; he has had a 
very wide experience in the State and is 
:almost indispensable in the job. He is super­
vising one of the biggest tasks the depart­
ment has ever tackled, namely the erection of 
the dingo barrier fence right round the 
pastoral areas of the State. From what I 
have read, he is giving it his full attention 
and steady progress is being made. The Min­
ister's next big task with that project, as the 
fence nears completion, will be to clean out 
the breeding pockets inside the fence to 
reduce the annual depredations on the flocks 
to a minimum. Properly maintained, the fence 
will prevent the annual invasion of dogs from 
South Australia and the Northern Territory 
into Queensland. If the Minister studies the 
.amounts expended by New South Wales in the 
.areas adjacent to the fence they constructed 
some years ago he will realise what a great 
saving the fence will mean. They paid £300 
.a year for scalps whereas we pay about 
£30,000 a year. 

The Minister is fortunate, too, in having 
such officers as Mr. Bergin, Mr. Muir and Mr. 
Matthews on the Land Administration Board 
to advise him. Mr. Bergii1 has had many 
years experience as a land commissioner 
covering a large part of the State and natur­
ally he became conversant with the problems 
of the graziers. Then he worked for 10 years 
or so on the Bureau of Investigation, which 
gave him a great insight into the problems 
that beset the farming communities and the 
graziers of the State. I do not suppose any 
many in Queensland would have a better 
knowledge of the Land Act and the precedents 
associated with land administration than 
Mr. Matthews. Mr. Muir has come up 
through the ranks to be an inspector in rural 
districts. He has a thorough knowledge _of 
land valuations and other land matters. Wrth 
their combined wisdom these three officers 
should be to made sound recommendations to 
guide the Minister in the future. 

The Minister made an interesting speech 
about the general ramifications of the various 
sub-departments that he controls. . . As 
Minister for Lands I adopted a srmrlar 
pTactice of making as big a review as I 
could. Naturally I kept contentious matters 
behind the scenes that I did not want to 
convey to the Committee at the time. 
I believe the Minister has done the same 
today. He did not touch on some ma~t.ers 
at all one being the rumour prevailmg 
throughout the State t~a~ he will follow ~p 
his freehold policy by grvmg away the pubhc 
estate as it were, to those holding larger 
areas 'than those prescribed in the Act today. 
At present the provision applies to residen­
tial areas and perpetual leases up to 2,000-
odd acres. The rumour is that the Minister 
will eventually apply it to prickly-pear selec­
tions, grazing selectio~s, etc. If that is 
done the Government wrll have to face up to 
the fact that they will be cutting very deeply 
into the £4,000,000-odd that the Government 
receive in revenue from land under pastoral, 
grazing and perpetual leasehold. The 
Governments of the future would :find them­
selves in difficulties because of the lack of 
revenue from that source, and naturally they 
would have to get it from some other source 
to enable them to carry on the various 
phases of administration. I certainly hope 
that what is rumoured will not come about. 

I take the opportunity to point out that 
from the reports I have received from 
various grazing districts there is a good deal 
of discontent about increased rents. When 
I was in charge of the department it was the 
policy of the administration to charge a fair 
economic rental for the lands under the 
control of the Crown. Naturally depart­
mental officers would take into consideration 
the pricPs paid by prudent men in various 
areas in different parts of the State when 
assessing the rental of a new selection being 
opened by the Department of Public Lands. 
From what I hear, the main complaint today 
is about inconsistencies in rents charged in 
the same area. In other words, one man is 
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paying a low rental while another man who· 
considers his land is no better may perhaps 
be paying two or three times as mueh, 
yet the two men are neighbours or occupying' 
land in the same district. If the rents in 
those areas were similar it would eliminate 
much of the dissatisfaction that now 
exists. The Minister referred to certain 
lands that came under the 1952 Amending 
.Act. Under that Act provision was made 
for owners of leases nearing expiration to 
surrender their area then for two blocks of 
the area after subdivision and the Crown 
would take the other. The object was 
to get the land at an earlier date and make 
it available for selection. 

The Minister referred to the elimination of 
the cultivation clause in some instances. That 
~lause was inserted with the object of increas­
mg the amount of cultivation in the State 
thereby increasing the amount of fodder that 
would be available in the form of ensilage or 
hay. It was considered it would be no hard­
ship to impose such a condition in a rainfall 
area of 20 inches or more, and it would pro­
vide a greater drought insurance. If the 
Minister examines the stock :figures before 
and after the 1902 drought he will :find that 
it took about 23 years to recover the losses 
in stock. The next drought was not quite 
.as severe; it took 20 years to recover the 
losses. That indicates the need for further 
cultivation in areas where it is possible so 
that fodder will be available for use in 
drought periods. Recently I met one of our 
University men who is an agronomist in 
charge of a number of plots in various parts 
of the State. He told me that at Dundee in 
the Longreach district they had a :field day. 
A selection of about 8,000 to 10,000 acres 
had several thousand tons of ensilage buried 
and when it was opened up it was in a perfect 
state of preservation. The owner mentioned 
that it would carry him through a two-year 
drought. The same thing is being done on 
another property in that area. In various 
parts of the State progressive men are cul­
tivating land that is not generally considered 
to be cultivable. A grazing friend has 
admitted to me that at Julia Creek, Tambo, 
Blackall and on that magnificent downs land 
cultivation can be carried out and thousands 
upon thousands of tons of ensilage made. He 
said it is not done, because the areas are such 
that the graziers with big numbers of sheep 
can afford certain losses in bad periods. 
Graziers generally are not conscious of the 
need to cultivate and store fodder to protect 
their flocks in times of drought. 

The time allowed for a speech in this debate 
does not allow me to mention all the subjects 
I should like to traverse. Opinions have been 
given about living areas. Labour adminis­
trations with which I was associated for a 
great number of years have since 1915 
adopted a policy of closer settlement. In the 
early stages the Government may have erred 
by subdividing properties into areas below 
living areas as they are classified today, but 
that error was rectified in time. Instead of 
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settling a certain area as a living area, the 
basis now taken is the number of sheep or 
the number of cattle a certain area can carry. 
That policy has been favourably received and 
has worked satisfactorily. The maps of the 
department, one of which is in the latest 
report of the Land Administration Board, 
show what was done in the Longreaeh, 
Hughenden, and Winton districts, down to 
the borders of the State, near Goondiwindi. 
The map is marked in very small squares. 
Outside that area, in the isolated areas, as 
they are described by the department, ~he 
subdivisions are larger. Eventually, w1th 
improvement in technique and progress gener­
ally, those holdings will suffer the same fate 
and will be divided into reasonable living 
areas. 

Hon. members have mentioned the number 
of sheep for living areas in various districts. 
The department, for a number of years, has 
laid down as a basis, the number of sheep 
and cattle that would constitute a living area 
on which a man can make a decent living for 
himself and his family. Those living areas 
are designed to ensure a degree of comfort. 
I understand that in the Goondiwindi dis­
trict the number of sheep is set at approxi­
mately 3,000, the :figure increasing in the 
Charleville, Quilpie, and other districts. The 
same thing applies to the Longreach district-
3 000 sheep around Emerald and Springsure, 
a~ compared with the lower rainfall areas, 
with 6,000, 7,000, 8,000 a;nd 12,000 sheep as 
you go towards the margmal areas. 

A living area has already been determined 
but the Minister has appointed Mr. Payne, 
the President of the Land Court, to advise 
him on this matter. The Minister has 
officers in the department to assist him. 
It looks as if the Government are pass­
ing the buck to Mr. Payne, asking him take 
the abuse of the pastoralists and graziers 
of the State after he submits his report to 
Parliament. The Minister has men in the 
department, on the Land Administration 
Board, to advise him. He can bring in every 
land commissioner from every pastoral dis­
trict and with his higher administrative 
officers get down to reasvJilable living areas in 
the various parts of Queensland. There was 
no need to give Mr. Payne a special brief. 
I am not saying that he has not the quali­
fications to do the job; no man in Queens­
land is better :fitted for it than Mr. Payne. 
The Government are passing the buck to 
him. He is to take the umbrage of the 
selectors if his report is unfavourable to 
them. 

Mr. Hewitt: Have departmental officers 
always followed Mr. PayneW 

Mr. FOLEY: In some cases they follow 
his advice based upon experience in the 
department. 

I shall have something to say when we get 
to the Vote on irrigation, and here again 
there is a body of men capable of advising 
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the Minister. It is regretted that the Govern­
ment have decided to scrap the Mareeba­
Dimbulah irrigation area and the land settle­
ment scheme associated with it. The dis­
trict will suffer as a result. Some 1,400 
farmers and their families would have been 
gradually established in the area with the 
water stored at the Tinaroo Falls dam. It 
is of no use saying that the land will not 
grow tobacco, cotton, fruit and irrigated pas­
tures because it can. All that is required 
is the application of labour and water to the 
land but instead of that the Government are 
diverting the water to other purposes. 

Naturally the Minister's influence will 
carry some weight with the Mt. Edwards 
scheme. It is a prosperous farming area at 
present. We want irrigation and further 
settlement in the Nogoa River and Dawson 
River areas. That is where the Government 
~hould con~entrate ?n their irrigation pro­
Jects for m so domg not only will they 
mcrease settlement and population in those 
areas but they will also cut down the risks 
of drought losses. 

_I. commend those few iJhoughts to the 
Mm1ster and the Government for their con­
sideration. This is one of the most important 
departments of the State, and the way in 
which it is administered can either make or 
mar its progress. The exercise of a little 
wisdom could overcome many of the present­
day problems. 

~Ir. GRAHAlti (Mackay) (9.1 p.m.): I 
am sure that every hon. member realises the 
importance of land administration in Queens­
land. As this is a primary producing State 
it is only natural that improper land admin: 
istration can greatly retard its development. 
I was very interested in the views expressed 
by the Minister. While I appreciate to the 
full the present Government's policy on land 
matters, I am at a loss to understand why 
they should condemn the policy of successive 
Labour Governments that resulted in so much 
progress. In other words. the Government 
are condemning a policy that has resulted in 
much of the State's development. 

Land administration has a definite effect 
on the welfare of the State. As the hon. 
member for Gregory said, unless the Govern­
ment follow a realistic and positive policy 
the State must be adversely affected. It has 
been obvious during the past year that the 
Government are following an unrealistic and 
negative policy in land administration. As 
Queensland is mainly a primary producing 
State, the Government must help all sections 
of primary industry so that production may 
be increased. 

As Queensland depends to a great extent on 
the production of wool and meat, and on the 
grazing interests, it is only natural that those 
interests should receive more consideration 
from the Government than perhaps other 
sections of primary industry. As the Govern­
ment consist of many representatives of the 
grazing interests, it is again only natural that 
they will try to force the Government to take 

a line of action that will please the graziers, 
whether or not it is for the general benefit of 
the State. The Minister has said that he will 
not be stood over or pushed round by the 
grazing interests, but I am afraid that they 
will gradually wear him down. After what 
has happened in such a short period, it seems 
that the grazing interests will get what they 
want from the Government to the detriment 
of the State generally. 

:ilir. Rae: That is absolute rot! 

liir. GRAHAlti: The hon. member for 
Gregory himself said that the grazing 
interests were demanding certain things and 
that they were likely to get them. For many 
years Labour resisted those demands. If 
the present Government give way, it will be 
to the detriment of the State. If we want 
proof of what is happening and of the 
Government's intention, we have only to 
examine their freeholding policy. 

A Government Jliember: What is wrong 
with that~ 

lUr. GRAHAM: What is right with it? 
It has been said that only 5.8 per cent. of 
the 429,000,000 acres of land have been 
alienated and that whilst it is policy to alien· 
ate the small quarter-acre allotments that the 
average householder desires it is evident that 
it is the Government's intention to grant 
the bigger areas to the grazing interests on 
a freehold basis. 

Mr. Dewar: Four square miles-2,500 
acres! 

Mr. GRAHAM: If that would not run 
counter to the policy of closer settlement, I 
do not know what would. 

Mr. Hiley: Weren't you in the Chamber 
when we passed measures to authorise the 
freeholding of allotments~ 

:illr. GRAHAM: Yes. 

Mr. Hiley: Why do you say it is not ~he 
Government's policy to allow the freeholdmg 
of allotments~ 

Mr. GRAHAJli: I did not say that. I 
said it was the policy. 

A GoTernment Member: You did say it. 

lUr. GRAHAJli: If I did it was a slip of 
the tongue. I know it is the policy of the 
Government to freehold small allotments­
household allotments. 

Mr. Rae: A good move. 

ltlr. GRAHAM: It might be a good move. 
I am not opposed to it. But I am opposed to 
any policy that would deny the right of a 
child yet unborn to his share of the land of 
the State. The policy will snowball and hon. 
members opposite would be the :first to take 
advantage of it if they could freehold tho~­
sands of acres in favourable areas. I say It 
would run contrary to any policy of closer 
settlement. Throughout the years Labour 
Governments have appointed successive Royal 
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Commissions to try to determine a land policy 
to develop the State as it should be developed. 
They have accepted the advice tendered on 
living areas and so on, yet today we find 
eonflict among members of the Government 
on what should constitute a living area. I 
have not sufficient knowledge of the West 
to form an opinion of what a living area 
'Should be but I am surprised at the conflict 
amongst the men who are supposed to know. 

1\Ir. Rae: Free thinkers. 

Mr. GRAHAM: That may be so. 

Mr. Rae: No direction, no control. 

Mr. GRAHAli: The hon. member was at 
variance with members of his own party on 
that matter. 

A Government Member: Right or wrong, 
wise or unwise. 

lUr. GRAHAM: We can accept all that. 
It is only a matter of time before the Govern­
ment's policy will catch up with them. 
Eventually the people will revolt against it 
because they know that if the Government are 
going to bow to the dictates and wishes of 
those in a position to take full advantage of 
the policy-and they will do so and are doing 
so-the people will be deprived of their rights. 

lUr. Hiley: How do you account for the 
fact that, when we gave the people in your 
area the option of freehold or leasehold, 100 
per cent. of them said freehold W 

lir. GRAHAli: Why would not they in 
those circumstances, when they got the land 
for nothingW 

1\Ir. Hiley: Why wouldn't they in any 
-circumstances. 

lUr. GRAHAli: For leasehold they 
would have paid a rental. If they had not 
accepted the Government's offer of freehold 
they would have been fools and the Minister 
knows it. 

Mr. Hiley: If you read the Bill you will 
see that it was a peppercorn rental. 

1\Ir. GRAHAlU: That may be so. I know 
it is the wish of the average person to have 
the freehold tenure of his land but does that 
justify the Government in freeholding thou­
'8ands of acres in a way that will in time deny 
the right of an unborn child to any land W 

JUr. Dewar: Where is that? Four square 
miles-2,500 acres! 

1\[r. GRAHAM: The Minister has not 
denied the statement of the hon. member for 
Kedron that the Government intend to free­
hold larger areas. 

lUr. Ewan: Why should he deny it? 

IUr. GRAHAM: Then it is the policy of 
the Government to freehold larger areas. 

1\Ir. Ewan: It is not being given away; 
it is being sold. 

Mr. GRAHAli: Of course it is being 
sold-to the highest bidder. When my grand­
son wants a block of land he will have to 
pay through the nose to buy it from hon. 
members opposite and that is what I am 
opposed to. 

Mr. Hiley: Do you know any country in 
the world apart from Communist Russia 
where the State keeps its finger on all the 
landW 

Mr. GRAHAM: Have they not done it 
in Queensland to pretty good effect~ No-one 
can point the finger of scorn at the Labour 
Government's land policy because Queensland 
has developed under that policy. Some hon. 
members opposite should be the last to criti­
cise the Labour Government's land policy 
because they became rich under it. Despite 
that they want to condemn the Labour Gov­
ernment for their policy. Past Labour Govern­
ments have endeavoured to retain the land for 
the future generations of the State, as they 
had every right to do. Not only have they 
imnlemented the land policy which has been 
for the betterment of Queensland but other 
schemes to assist such as irrigation which is. 
complementary to an effective land poliLy. le 
is distressing to find that the present Govern­
ment have some idea of restricting the use of 
irrigation facilities, 

1\Ir. Pizzey: What do you use Marian 
Weir for~ 

Mr. GRAHAlU: I am glad the hon. 
gentleman raised that point, because it 
emphasises the need for a thorough investiga­
tion into where weirs should be erected, or 
£hey can be erected, as Marian was, for little 
or no purpose. 

1\Ir. Hiley: And the Jones Weir too. 

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know much 
about the J ones Weir but I know something 
about the Marian Weir. I would be the first 
to admit that perhaps much greater investiga­
tion should have been made into the erection 
of the Marian Weir before it was started. 

A Government Member: Nobody uses it. 

ltir. GRAHAM: No, perhaps they do not 
because Mackay with a heavy rainfall does not 
have the same need for irrigation as other 
areas. Had it been built in the right place, 
perhaps we could have made use of it for a 
water supply for Mackay. 

Mr. Hiley: Do you think that the weir 
on the Alice River was put in the right placeW 
Nobody uses that. 

Mr. GRAHAli: I do not know where the 
Alice River weir is. There should be a 
thorough investigation before these schemes 
are developed. While it might be said that 
the Marian weir should not have been built, 
at least it will be admitted that the Mareeba­
Dimbulah area has received great benefit from 
the irrigation project up there. Let us hope 
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that at least that scheme is developed to the 
fullest because it will bring great wealth to 
that part of the State. 

Mr. Low: Most of them were built for 
political purposes. 

lUr. GRAHAM: When the hon. member's 
Government go out they will have a clean 
sheet because they will not have done anything 
during their regime for political purposes! 
Is the freeholding of land being done for 
political purposes? Of course it is, so that 
the Gmernment will keep faith with the 
people who pull the strings and play the tune 
to which they dance. 

Mr. Dewar: We will not build white 
elephants. 

}fr. GRAHAli: The Government might 
build pink ones ! 

It was refreshing to hear the remarks of 
the hon. member for Gregory. He seemed to 
have the right approach to the development of 
Queensland's western areas. He realises that 
under past Government large areas of land 
were allowed to be taken up by the big 
;: .stor'J,l companies that did nothing to 
improve them. 

Mr. Pizzey: Who were the past Govern­
ments in the last 40 years~ 

}fr. GRAHAli: The hon. gentleman took 
the words out of my mouth. I was going to 
say that it was ·wrong, but two wrongs never 
make a right. 

Mr. Hodges interjected. 

Mr. GRAHAI\f: I have seen progress, 
so has the hon. member if he would only admit 
it. Although the Labour Government were 
responsible for progress in this State that 
does nof get away from the fact that there 
were some things we should not have done. 
The hon. member for Gregory mentioned that 
pastoral companies held large tracts of land 
without developing them. That is something 
that should be rectified. If this Government 
continues to allow that to operate, that does 
not make it right. We want to see this 
Government do the right thing and take some 
of that la.E.d away from the companies and 
make it available for closer settlement. Let 
us see how honest this Government are in that 
regard. 

Mr. Ewan: We are correcting your 
mistakes. 

:ilir. GRAHAJ.U: That is the function of 
the Government at present. If the Govern­
ment think that a previous Government made 
a mistake they have a right to correct it; 
but that does not give the Government a 
licence to do things which are entirely 
wrong. It is our job to try to see that the 
Government do not do things which are 
detrimental to the well-being of the people 
uf this State. 

Mr. Low: It will be the day when they 
can stampede the present Minister. 

llfr. GRAHAli: The Minister m~y be 
firm, but when those supporting him are 
endeavouring to stampede him the hon. 
gentleman may weaken under the pressure. 
The hon. member for Roma was shedding 
crocodile tears on behalf of the graziers. 
Because of a drought, the hon. mem­
ber thought they should have all the 
privileges in the world. The need for a 
progressive policy is very urgent. We would 
like to see the Government do what they 
said they would do in their policy speech 
when they promised to make everything in 
the garden lovely for all those engaged in 
primary industry. Let us hope that they do 
these things. Present indications are that 
they will not live up to their promises. 

lUr. Low: The primary producers will 
get a decent; surprise in a couple of days. 

Mr. GRAHAM: Will they? They have 
been saving it up as an election promise. I 
do not think it will save them from the 
wrath of the dairy farmers. The hon. mem­
ber for Port Curtis can tell hon. members of 
his experience recently when the dairy far­
mers in his area were not so wrapped up with 
the policy of the Federal Government. This 
Government should do the right thing in 
regard to our land policy. They should come 
down to earth and realise that the land in 
this State belongs to the people collectively 
and not to individuals. It is not sufficient 
to be concerned with the problems of today; 
it is necessary to keep in mind the problems 
of tomorrow. If the Government dispose of 
large tracts of land now the Government of 
tomorrow may have to buy it back for closer 
settlement purposes. 

1\'Ir. Beardmore: Would you say that 
Victoria is at a disadvantage~ 

l.Ur. GRAHA]ti: Yes. You cannot com­
pare Victoria with Queensland. There is no 
analogy between Victoria and Queensland in 
the matter of land settlement. Victoria is a 
pocket handkerchief State compal'ed with 
Queensland. How could Queensland be 
expected to develop if the same percentage 
of land was freehold here~ 

Thir. Ewan: Victoria has more sheep 
than Queensland. 

]tlr. GRAHAIII: That is all that could be 
said for Victoria. Can the hon. member say 
that Victoria has any ea ttle ~ 

Mr. Ewan: Yes. 

Mr. GRAHAM: Comparable with 
Queensland's cattle numbers~ 

:Mr. Ewan: No. 

lir. GRAHAli: Does Victoria produce 
the same amount of wool, meat and sugar 
and other primary produce as Queensland f Of 
course it does not. Because of the difference 
in area, the States cannot be compared. 
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Until the Government come back to earth 
in regard to their land policy, I can visualise 
the State being retarded, rather than pro­
gressively developed. 

lUr. BURROWS (Port Curtis) (9.21 
p.m.): Bearing in mind the pressure on the 
Minister by unscrupulous speculators and 
landlords, I congratulate the Minister on his 
stand, but I think a forthright statement by 
the Minister and the Premier on land policy 
is overdue. It is needed to dissipate the 
widely-held, fear that the Government intend 
to sell out to the big landlords and specu­
lators. 

In the hon. member for Roma we have the 
Deputy Minister for Public Lands. I chal­
lenge the Minister to comment in his reply 
on the statements of the hon. member for 
Roma, as printed in the bible of the Country 
Party, "Queensland Country Life." I have 
here a copy of that newspaper. I ask the 
Minister to state whether he delegated to the 
hon. member for Roma authority to make 
these statements, and the extent to which he 
endorses them. 

We have heard protest that four square 
miles is to be the absolute limit, , but what 
is the opinion of the ,Selectors' Association~ 
It is not by any means an anti-Government 
organisation, but recently the members of 
that association expressed fear as to the possi­
bility of big aggregations of freehold land. 
The association carried a resolution on all 
fours with statements by hon. members on 
this side of the Chamber when the Act was 
amended, that the legislation should contain 
a provision to prevent big aggregations of 
freehold land. It is all very well to say that 
a person can acquire only four square miles, 
but after he has acquired that area he can 
then purchase another four square miles or 
40 square miles. ,Some men in Queensland 
have already acquired many thousands of 
acres 'under freehold tenure. Taking free­
holders by and large, they are the worst 
landholders in Queensland. They are the 
biggest nuisance to the Co-ordinating Board. 
They do more to retard development and 
prosperity than any other section, having in 
mind co-operation in the constant war to 
eradicate noxious weeds and animal pests. 

Mr. Low: You are making an attack on 
dairy farmers, who hold most of the freehold 
land in Queensland. 

Mr. BURROWS: When the hon. mem­
ber for Cooroora utters those inane inter­
jections, I often wonder how the Creator 
could endow a man with such a splendid 
physique, such a beautiful body, and such an 
inferior mind. As my time is limited, I 
shall ignore those interjections and address 
my remarks to the Chair. I have been in this 
Chambe:r_for 11 years, but have never heard 
the hon. member for Cooroora make an intel­
ligent interjeetion or statement. 

Let me get back to the self-appointed 
Deputy Minister for Public Lands, the hon. 
member for Roma. This is what he said-

'' Landholders in the drought-stricken 
area west of Cunnamulla and around 
Quilpie should be given land freehold 
rights or 40-year leases with living areas 
of not less than 8,000 to 10,000 sheep.'' 

Let me do a little bit of arithmetic. In order 
to arrive at the acreage, you have to take 
the carrying capacity. This is not my esti­
mate. The self-appointed Minister goes on 
to say-

'' In my opinion this area-west of 
Cunnamulla and around Quilpie-has no 
agricultural potential and its stock carry­
ing capacity is about 1 sheep to 12 acres, 
with nothing less than 8,000 to 10,000 
sheep as a living area.'' 

Ho wants 100,000 acres to be given to these 
people and let them do what with it~ They 
would do as the hon. member for Gregory said 
that the Kidman group did with the land 
further out. 

JUr. Ewan: Have you ever seen the 
country~ 

JUr. BURROWS: The hon. member can­
not tell me about that country. I saw it 
before the hon. member did, in the days when 
I carried my swag. This area represents 
approximately one-twelfth of the whole area 
of the State. According to the theory put 
forward by this specialist or self-appointed 
specialist or authority on land matters how 
many graziers would it support~ I have 
worked the :figure out. It would support 
fewer than 400 selectors if each is given 
100,000 acres. Let me carry his theory further 
and my authority is the report of the Land 
Administration Board. If we are to accept 
the basis of 100,000 acres the Government 
should according to this hon. member, confine 
the \~hole area of the State to 2,5{)0 
selectors. That shows how absurd, ridiculous 
and how ill-thought the argument of the hon. 
member is. I should say that a man like 
him in his caucus would continually aggra­
vate the caucus just as the fox terrier with 
his barking causes other dogs to fight. Hon. 
members can understand the sympathy we 
have for the Minister. I honestly and 
sincerely say that if we have to have an anti­
Labour Government I hope that the present 
Minister is spared for many a long clay to 
hold his present office. I shudder to think of 
what might happen if some irresponsible such 
as the hon. member for Roma was elevated 
to the responsible position of Minister. He 
has made the front page of a very influential 
newspaper that has a large circulation. The 
Minister and the Premier should deny 
categorically the statements made by the 
irresponsible hon. member for Roma. 

Getting on to other matters connected 
with land settlement, we must remember that 
the rentals of these holdings are re-assessed 
every 10 years. The price of wool was 
relatively low in 1948 but the last 10 yearR 
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has been a period of great prosperity. If 
a man's rental was fixed at a relatively low 
rate in 1948 he has enjoyed that benefit for 
10 years. With the present decline in prices, 
he will probably be fortunate enough to have 
a relatively low assessment again this year. 

Many problems confront the Minister and 
the Land Administration Board. We should 
be temperate in our attitude towards these 
men and realise that theirs is a very difficult 
job. They have to decide, for example, on 
living areas. I am not being critical of 
them. 

A Government Jliember: I should hate to 
hear you when you were being critical. 

Mr. BURROWS: I am not being critical 
of the Land Administration Board or the 
Minister's administration over the last 12 
months. I honestly believe that he is the 
people's last bulwark in carrying out his 
duties as their trustee. 

I have here an advertisement covering 
land that is being thrown open in the Daw­
son Valley. There are no good roads in that 
area and the land in question is 25 miles 
from the railway line. I am sure the hon. 
member for Mackenzie will admit that there 
are no good roads in the Dawson Valley. I 
should say that the Mackenzie electorate is 
more in need of roads than any other elect­
orate in Queensland. Under the terms of 
selection, the landholder is required to culti­
vate 100 acres within a reasonable time. 
Manv hon. members opposite will know that 
to cultivate lOO acres it is necessary to have 
£7~0?0 o~ £8,000-wo;th of plant. In my 
opm10n, 1t would be preferable and mucll 
more sensible and realistic to lay down a 
condition that the landholder must make 
facilities available for storing fodder. In 
g?od seasons. it would be much cheaper for 
hm1 to buy Ins fodder from farmers in other 
areas than to grow it himself. Except for 
~adder purposes there would be no attraction 
1n the cultivation. The Minister knows bet­
ter than I that, with £7,000 or £8 000-worth 
of plant lying idle once the haysh~d is filled 
?xcept when a drought comes along, the 
mterest would be more than sufficient for the 
farmer in good years to buy hay ready baled. 
So he need not spend time on cultivation but 
could spend it on dairying if he cares to. 
Some of the areas are too small for that 
perhaps. On 5,000 acres a man would hav~ 
a ret;son~ble ?hance of making a living from 
grazm15 _m thrs area. However, I suggest to 
the Mrmster that the cultiYation provision is 
too harsh nowadays. It may have been desir­
~ble earlier but times have changed. There 
Is no need to preserve something that is bad 
simply be:ause it ;vas good a few years ago 
and the trme for 1t might come again. 

The hon. member for Roma said that some 
people need relief. Maybe some forms of 
relief ~hould be given, but a good ease can 
be spOiled by exaggeration and he definitely 
exaggerated. I read ''Country Life'' every 
week and if hon. members study the details 
of properties listed, the sale prices and 

apportionment, they will see that in many 
cases up to £8 per acre over the value of 
improvements is asked. Even in the 
Charleville area and the area the hon. mem­
ber mentioned, I will challenge him; I will 
give £5 to a hospital if he can show me a 
property that is up for sale out there 
where the owner wants onlv the value of 
the improvements. I am s~re he will not 
be able to do so. Analyse any sale. Any­
one who has anything to do with them will 
know that £2 an acre is the minimum 
premium for the goodwill. Drawing 100,000 
acres out there is as good as winning 
£200 000 in a free casket. That might sound 
a huge figure, but the Minister has the oppor­
tunity to examine more sales than I would 
have and I will wager that if he gave figures 
on the apportionment of sales-and I am sure 
he would give us them truthfully if be gave 
them to us at all-bon. members would be 
staggered. If a man is given 100,000 acre~, 
what is he going to do with iU When hrs 
term is up and he can sell or transfer, he 
will do so at an exorbitant figure to an unfor­
tunate purchaser who will not be able to pay 
the interest and redemption. 

l'IIr. Ewan interjected. 

Jlir. BURROWS: I cannot hear the hon. 
member but if I were in his position I 
would remain silent for the rest of my life. 

Mr. Ewan: Not while I listen to your 
drivel. 

lUr. BURROWS: If ever there was an 
exhibition of ignorance, it was that given by 
the hon. member tonight, ancl more particu­
larly in the extract that I quoted. After the 
next elections if he likes to see me I shall 
give him a copy of that Press cutting which 
he can keep as a reminder of the cause of 
his downfall. 

Progress reported. 

The House adjourned at 9.42 p.m. 




