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956 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Paper. 

TUESDAY, 12 NOVEMBER, 1957. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. A. R. Fletcher, Cun­
ningham) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

ASSENT TO BILLS. 

As&ent to the following Bills reported by 
Mr. Speaker:-

Royal National Agricultural and Industrial 
Association of Queensland Bill. 

Governor's Pension Bill. 
Department of Justice Bill. 
Acts Interpretation Act Amendment Bill. 
State Education Acts and Another Act 

Amendment Bill. 
Police Acts Amendment Bill. 
Animals Protection Acts Amendment B1ll. 

QUESTION. 

COMPENSATION FOR MISSIONS AND ABORIGINES, 
MINERAL AREAS, CAPE YORK PENINSULA. 

lUr. LLOYD (Kedron) asked the Minister 
±or Health and Home Affairs-

" (1) With regard to the development of 
mineral resources in Cape York Peninsula, 

will he inform the House whether the 
previous Government, the Mission Auth­
uri ties and the Company concerned reached 
any stage of agreement in relation to 
compensation being granted to the Missions 
and the Aborigines~" 

"(2) If so, what were the terms of such 
agreement, and is it his Government's 
intention to honour such agreement~'' 

' ' ( 3) If not, will he ensure that in any 
agreement that might be reached in rela­
tion to this matter the moral rights of the 
Aborigines to their ancient tribal land will 
be recognised and protected~'' 

" ( 4) Does he believe that the policy of 
removing Aborigines by coercion from their 
reserves in future mining development in 
this area is sufficient consideration for the 
Aboriginal Race, bearing in mind their 
identification with the land of their 
fathers and its deep spiritual significance 
to them~ ' ' 

Hon. H. W. NOBLE (Yeronga) replied­
" (1) No agreement was made between 

the previous Government, the Mission 
Authorities, and the Company.'' 

" (2) See answer to No. 1." 
"(3) Honourable Members can be 

assured that in any agreement that might 
be reached in relation to this matter, the 
preservation, protection, and welfare of the 
Aboriginals will receive every considera­
tion.'' 

'' ( 4) To speak of a policy of removing 
Aboriginals from their Reserves by coercion, 
shows either a complete ignorance of the 
subject, or deliberate attempt to create 
mistrust and misapprehension. The true 
facts arE' that the mining development in 
the Cape York Peninsula has given thP 
Natives in that area an opportunity of 
obtaining economic self sufficiency that 
otherwise could not have been achieved. 
From my personal talks with many of the 
NativE's of the area, I can assure Honourable 
Members that the Natives realise this, and 
are anxious to grasp the opportunity that 
presents itself to them. As an example, it 
is interesting to note that theN atives in the 
W eipa area received from the Company a 
sum of £65,000 in wages in the last twelve 
months, giving them a per capita income 
equal to the average per capita income over 
the whole of the State. Every Queens­
lander should be pleased that a number of 
our Native People are being removed from 
a condition of almost complete dependency 
on charity, to a condition o£ economic 
independence. This is indeed a tremendous 
stride towards the ultimate aim of their 
assimilation as equal members of the 
community.'' 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid on the 
table:-

Order in Council under the Primary Pro­
ducers' Organisation and Marketing Acts, 
1926 to 1957. 
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SCREENING OF FILMS. 

)fr. SPEAKER: Honourable Members, I 
have to announce that the Premier invites 
you all to attend a film to be shown in the 
Council Chamber at 6.30 o'clock this evening. 
The film "Moomba" was prepared by the 
Victorian Promotion Committee to publicise 
its State and it will be preceded by the 
Premier's own film on the opening of the 
Queensland Parliament earlier this year. 

LAND ACTS AND OTHER ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Hon. A. G. j}JULLER (Fassifern­
Minister for Public Lands and Irrigation) : 
I move-

'' That the House will, at its present sit­
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of thQ 
Whole to consider of the desirableness of 
introducing a Bill to provid,e for the free­
holding at the option of selectors and 
lessees of lands held from the Crown under 
perpetual lease tenures and for that pur­
pose to amend the Land Acts, 1910 to 1955, 
and other Acts.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACTS AND 
ANOTHER ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION, 

Hon. A. J. HEADING (Marodian­
Minister for Public Works and Local Govern­
ment): I move-

'' That the House will, at its present 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirableness 
of introducing a Bill to amend the Local 
Government Acts, 1936 to 1957, and the 
City of Brisbane Acts, 1924 to 1954, each 
in certain particulars.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

LOCAL BODIES' LOANS GUARANTEE 
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

SEcOND READING. 

Hon. T. A. HILEY (Coorparoo-
'freasurer and Minister for Housing) (11.12 
a.m.): I move-

'' That the Bill be now read a second 
time.'' 

The Bill contains only two principles. The 
first removes the need for a written or 
printed instrument of guarantee with all bor­
rowings by public bodies and substitutes an 
Order in Council and publication in the 
Government Gazette as the instrument of 
guarantee. The second facilitates the trans­
fer by one local body to another of a debt 
without in any way infringing the validity 
of the guarantee that attached to the 
original debt. On the introductory stage I 

instanced what had happened with the elec­
trical und,ertaking at Mackay. The principles 
were examined in detail then and, while I 
must confess that over the years I have devel­
oped at least a suspicion about the use of 
the sentence, ''This is a simple little Bill 
containing only one or two little principles'' 
I believe that after studying the Bill, hon. 
members will agree that that accurately 
describes it. 

j}Jr. WOOD (North Toowoomba-
Leader of the Opposition) (11.14 a.m.): I 
agree entirely with the Treasurer that i~ is a 
simple Bill. It is a purely machln~ry 
measure. It i~ confined to the two prm­
ciples he outlined. It has been clearl;y. debated 
and fully outlined and the Oppos1hon sup­
ports it. 

Motion (Mr. Hiley) agreed to. 

COMMITTEE. 

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Taylor, 
Clayfield, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 to 6, both inclusive, as read, 
agreed to. 

Bill reported, without amendment. 

PROFITEERING PREVENTION ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

SECOND READING--RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Debate resumed from 6 November (see 
p. 879) on Mr. Munro's motion-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
time.'' 

l\'Ir. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (11.17 
a.m.): There are only a few o~servations 
I wish to make on the second readmg of the 
Bill. First of all, I express my belief in 
the sincerity of the Minister for Justice to 
grapple with the problem that follows the 
increased cost of living over the last three 
or four months. I ask that he either do it 
himself or get his newly-established commit­
tee to do it. We know that the basic wage 
is fixed on the price of certain commodities 
-the so-called "C" Series index. We know 
also that is a very false basis, that it has no 
relation to actual fact. Indeed, for many 
years I have been troubled with the prob­
lem of how the man on the basic wage, or 
the man receiving a salary or wage even 
near to the basic wage, could manage to 
live at all on it. 

I think the basic wage in North Queens­
land is about £12 11s. a week. Let us assume 
for a moment that a man with a wife and 
three children is receiving £14 a week. I 
know many of them, and so do hon. mem­
bers on both sides of the House. The hus­
band and the wife are reputable people-they 
are not no-hopers-with two, three or four 
children to rear. I seriously suggest to the 
Minister for Justice that he should go into 
some of these homes and ask about the 
problems they have to face to balance the 
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domestic budget on £14 a week. I would 
hesitate to suggest that there are any 
people in the blue-ribbon Liberal seat of 
Toowong who receive only £14 a w.eek. Even 
if there is a man in that blue-nbbon elec­
torate who is earning £14 or even £15 a 
week I suggest that the Minister take the 
very first opportunity to spend a couple of 
hoU:rs with him and his good wife examining 
the ,_·hole problem of living on £15 a week 
with three children to support. It may be 
that they own their own home. If their 
]tOme is clear of debt they are wry lueky 
indeed. But in most instances those families 
are either buying their own home on time­
payment and paying interest ~nd redemption 
every week, or they are paymg rent. Let 
us assume that the rent of the house is 
reasonable-£2 10s. to £3 a week. Then 
there are the other incidental expenses for 
tho~e living on the basic wage which I am 
certain have not been appreciated by the 
Attorney-General or any member of the 
Government. It is possible that some back 
bencher,; who represent more or less working­
class electorates have of their own personal 
knowledge some information on this matter. 
I am sure that I voice the opinion of every 
member in this Assembly and the opinion of 
members of the Press gallery and everybody 
else when I say that for the life of me I do 
not know how a man manages to keep his 
wife and three children on the basic wage 
or £1 over the basic wage. I am confident 
that if the Minister for Justice personally 
conducted an investigation or had one con­
ducted bY men of the worlcl that the true 
position ;vould be revealed to him. If the 
investigation was conductecl by an academic 
staff or any of the economists they will 
work it out in facts and figures to prove 
to him in theory that black is white. Not 
only are prices rising quickly, but many of 
the dishonest trade practices are again creep­
ing in. The hon. member for Hinchinbrook 
mentioned that owing to the rise in the 
price of meat many poor families were com­
pelled to buy mince meat or shin beef in 
order to eke out their meat ration. From 
my obser;oations most of the butehers today 
do not sell shin beef as such at the price 
set out. If you want to buy shin beef today 
in most instances you can by buying a rib 
roast, because you will find that only the 
outside flap of the rib roast is rolled in a 
circle and the middle is filled with shin beef 
and is sold as a rib roast. T·he hon. mem­
ber for Nash is laughing. Probably he has 
been caught as I and every other hon. 
member has been caught'-with only the flap 
of the rib roast and the middle filled with 
£crap meat or shin beef. 

llr. Power: That is padding on the 
inside. 

Mr. AIKENS: The ex-Attorney-General 
says that it may be padding. I do not 
know, but I know that it is damn tough to 
eat and the people pay the price of rib roast 
for the shin beef :filling. If the hon. mem­
lcer for Hinchinbrook can go to any butcher 

shop today and buy shin beef as such he is 
fortunate. That is where most of it goes­
into the middle of the rib roast. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon. 
member will connect his remarks with the 
p-rinciples of the Bill. 

lir. AIKENS: If that is not profiteering 
by a snide method I do not know what is. 

lir. llunro: What the hon. member is 
saying has nothing whatever to do with the 
principles of the Bill. 

lir. AIKENS: The hon. gentleman is 
going to set up a board. 

:ilir. liunro: An advisory board. 

1\'Ir. AIKENS: Surely the advisory board 
will take notice of what is said in this 
Chamber and it may make certain recom­
mendations to the hon. gentleman on the 
basis of the speeches made in this Chamber 
in regard to the overcharging and the snide 
meat and other trade practices. 

lir. liunro: Most of the points do not 
relate to the principles of the Bill. 

lir. AIKENS: If they do not I should 
like to know the hon. gentleman's definition 
of profiteering. It is supposed to be the 
foundation of the establishment of the advis­
ory board to deal with only price control. If 
a butcher selling shin beef at rib roast prices 
is not profiteering I do not know what is. The 
hon. gentleman may have a different inter­
pretation of profiteering to mine. I agree 
with the hon. gentleman's right to hold his 
opinion and I think he should agree with 
my Tight to hold mine. 

I now come to the real subject, profitrering 
and price contl'ol. I ask the Minister to 
state, if he can and will, who should fix 
the price of various commodities~ I said 
dUl'ing the introductory stage that the price~ 
of certain commodities today are fixed by 
the monopolies that control the production of 
them. I said that every glass article, whether 
the smallest bottle or the largest and most 
ornate plate-glass window, in Australia is 
produced by I.C.I. Every bit of iron and 
steel produced and sold in Australia is pro­
duced by B.H.P. Virtually every drug pro­
duced and sold in Australia is produced or 
controlled by D.H.A. 

llr. Walsh: In regard to glass production 
you are referring to A.C.I. 

lir. AIKENS: I thank the hon. member 
for Bundaberg. 

llr. Walsh: I.C.I. is a chemical producer. 

Jllr. AIKENS: That is so. I meant A.C.I. 
The same position applies to the timber ring 
and the electrical ring. I was a member of a 
local authority for many years and we often 
called tenders for the supply of various elec­
trical equipment, and the local authority 
received an identical tender from each firm 
that submitted one. The Minister is very 
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prominent in the business world of this State 
and he must know of the existence of thes~ 
monopolies, cartels and price-fixing rings. I 
do not suggest that he is dumb enough not 
to kn?w. I have a particularly high regard 
for Ins intelligence and sincerity. When he 
said in effect that Governments should not 
fix the price of various commodities, he sug­
gests in my opinion that prices should be fixed 
by the monopolies that manufacture and con­
trol the sale of them. 

Jtir. Jlinnro: I have never said that. I 
have made it clear that we will continue price 
control. 

Mr. AIKENS: The Government will con­
tinue price control~ 

Mr. JUnnro: Yes. 

Jllr. AIKENS: I suggest that the Govern­
ment go further than price control of the 
articles in the C . Series Index. Virtually 
ev~ry Government 111 Australia only exercise 
pn~e contro~ of com;nodities affecting the 
basic wage, 111 the ma111 the articles that are 
contai:'ed in the C Series Index, knowing 
tha.t, If they keep down the price of those 
articles, they can keep down the State basic 
wage. While the people appreciate the fact 
that some articles are subject to price control 
the. star~ fact remains that on many othe;. 
~rti~les JUSt as essential to the wellbeing and 
livelihood of our people profiteering is ram­
pant, and it is rampant because the manu­
facture, distribution and sale of those articles 
are controlled by the monopolies or the hold­
ing companies which own all the interest in 
them. 

I suggest the :first thing the Minister should 
~o, when the Advisory Board is set up, is to 
111struct the members to make an immediate 
investigation into all the commodities that 
should be brought under price control. The 
Minister knows only too well that the mono­
polies and price rings :fix the price of those 
commodities. I ask the Minister whether he 
believes they should continue to :fix prices, or 
whether the elected representatives of the 
people should :fix prices. I make it perfectlv 
clear where I stand. I believe the elected 
representatives of the people should be con­
cerned about the inter.est of the people, and, 
as elected representatives of the people, we 
;vould b~ recreant to the trust imposed in us 
If we did not curb the profiteering instincts 
of the big monopolies, cartels and price rings. 
Price fixing should be carried out by Govern­
ments rather than monopolies, if price :fixing 
~s to be indulged in as it should be indulged 
In. I am eagerly awaiting the Minister's reply 
to my question on price :fixing by Governments 
rather than monopolies, cartels and price 
rings. 

Hon. A. W. JliUNRO (Toowong-Minister 
for Justice) (11.30 a.m.), in reply: Prior to 
the debate this morning some :five hon. mem­
bers from the Opposition side spoke on the 
B~ll, but before replying to them I think I 
might make a few observations on the speech 
by t~e hon. member for Mundingburra this 
morn111g. 

Mr. Aikeus: I am grateful that you 
give me preference. 

Mr. !IUNRO: The speech was very 
interesting and in other circ,Imstances I 
should have regarded it as a valuable con­
tribution to the debate, but I must confess 
I :find great difficulty in seeing how he 
related his remarks to the principles of the 
Bill. Seeing that particular points were 
made by the hon. member and that he asked 
certain specific questions I think I should 
reply to him. The :first part of his speech 
was mainly round the difficulties of people 
living on £14 or £15 a week in balancing 
their budgets. I completely agl'ec with the 
hon. member in his drawing attention to the 
difficulty of people on the lower incomes in 
balancing their budgets. I am as sympathetic 
in the consideration of their case as he is 
but I suggest he has introduced quite a 
number of problems outside this Bill and 
outside price control. 

Jlir. Aikens: I differ with you on that 
point. 

Jlir. JliUNRO: I shall come back to it 
later. Fundamentally the difficulty of the 
problem 'is that 'we 'in Australia and in 
Queens~and have built up a high cost struc­
ture and we can never get to the stage where 
it will be easy for the typical man to balance 
his budget until we get onr production on a 
more efficient basis and produce goods more 
efficiently and more cheaply. I do not suggest 
lower wages, but when we get better value for 
the vast amount of human energy expended 
we can solve the problem, and we might be 
able to make it easier for the average man 
to balance his budget. In effect, we have 
to be very careful in restricting expenditure 
in avenues that are not productive. But the 
matter raised by the hon. member for 
Mundingburra is not directly related to the 
Bill. 

Jlir. Burrows: Is it not burying your head 
in the sand~ 

llir. JliUNRO: The hon. member for 
Mundingburra gets closer to the mark when 
he asks who should :fix prices. 

lllr. Aikens: That is the burning ques­
tion. 

Jlir. JliUNRO: I dealt with it at an earlier 
stage but seeing that the question has been 
asked again I say that the policy of the 
Government is that the best wav-not the 
only waye-in which prices can be" :fixed is by 
healthy business competition. 

ltir. Aikens: How will you get that 
when everything is controlled by the cartels~ 

ltir. ll'IUNRO: You do not get it when 
everything is controlled by monopolies or 
cartels and that is why we have made the 
distinction. 

Jlir. Power: Will you answer this ques­
tion~ 
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Mr. lUUNRO: Let me deal with one point 
at a time. If you do not get healthy business 
competition you have to have some other 
method of fixing prices. As I said before, 
we are not going to accept a position where 
prices are fixed by monopolies or trade 
combines. 

My answer to that question is clear and 
unequivocal. If prices cannot be fixed by 
healthy business competition, and if the cir­
cumstances are such that Governmental price 
control can be made effective, the authority 
to fix prices in Queensland will be the Com­
missioner of Prices. 

JUr. Power: What are you doing with 
grain sorghum~ It has gone from £22 to £36 
a ton since decontrol. 

~Ir. ~IUNRO: I am endeavouring, Mr. 
Speaker, to disregard the irrelevancies. 

~Ir. SPEAKER: Order! 

~Ir. MUNRO: The next serious subject 
also was raised by the hon. member for 
Mundingburra. It was whether any distinc­
tion is made between items that are in the 
'' C'' Series Index and those that are not. 
Again I am prepared to give a clear and 
unequivocal answer. So far as I am able to 
guide the Government's policy, no distinction 
at all will be made. In any determination 
that I have taken part in so far, the question 
of whether a commodity comes within the 
'' C'' Series Index has not affected, my 
judgment. 

Mr. Aikens: Then we have an assurance 
from you that if you honestly think the 
people are being exploited in any commodity, 
~You will take action ·1 

Mr. l\IUNRO: Yes. Of course, I cannot 
put that in a personal sense. It will be a 
matter for the Commissioner of Prices or 
perhaps the Advisory Board. But I will say 
that the policy of the Government is to see 
that there is no exploitation. Furthermore, 
while I have indicated our desire that prices 
should be fixed by healthy business competi­
tion, we shall not countenance a state of 
affairs where they are fixed by monopolies or 
trade combines without a Government 
authority to fix a maximum price. That has 
already been made very clear, and I am glad 
of this opportunity to make it clear again. 

JUr. Davies: Who will decide whether 
prices are being fixed by healthy business 
competition, the Advisory Board, or the 
Minister? 

lUr. l\IUNRO: That will be a matter for 
the Executive Council on the recommenda­
tion of the appropriate Minister, who in this 
case is myself. That is the position under 
the existing law and it is not being altered. 
Of course, as the Advisory Boa1·d will consist 
of three very expert and knowledgeable senior 
public servants, to a considerable extent I 
shall naturally rely on its reports and recom­
mendations. After the passing of the Bill 

that phase of the law will be very much 
better than previously, when such decisions 
could have been made merely on political 
considerations. 

This has been rather an amazing debate. 
It is a very simple Bill, its object being 
merely to reconstitute the Prices Advisory 
Board for the purpose of enabling it to carry 
out its consultative and advisory functions, 
and in particular to enable it to act in an 
advisory capacity in the control, decontrol, 
and, if necessary, recontrol of goods an~ ser­
vices under the Act. Nevertheless, the wtro­
ductory stage covered three sitting days 
because of repetition and, on the second read­
ing, we witnessed the amazing scene of five 
Opposition speakers, one after the othe.r, 
repeating in the main what had been sa1d 
and repeated during the introductory stage. 
I am at a loss to understand the reason for 
all this stone-walling. 

There is little for me to reply to, except 
for the comments that I have made on the 
speech of the hon. member for Munding­
burra. However, I shall review very briefly 
the comments of the five speakers from the 
Opposition side. 

The Leader of the Opposition spoke first of 
the removing of authority from the Com­
missioner of Prices. I could understand such 
wild flights of imagination on the intro­
ductory stage before hon. members had had 
the opportunity of reading the Bill, but I am. 
at a loss to understand the reason for the 
further shadow-sparring at this stage. 

Again, the Leader of the. Opposition 
criticised reports of some price Increases. In 
my view it is completely illogical to use that 
as criticism of a Bill that has not been 
passed. It could be used as a criticism of 
the existing administration and as an argu­
ment that the Bill is likely to make a change 
for the better. 

It is surprising, too, that hon. members 
representing country areas, who should 
understand the position, should be so oblivi­
ous of the effects of drought and should 
seek to attribute every srasonal fluctuation 
in price to some action by the administration. 

The hon. member for Baroona seemed to 
oppose the idea of a board as distinct from a 
commissioner. Surely three men in consulta­
tion may be expected to arrive at sounder and. 
more authoritative decisions than one man 
acting alone. 

The hon. mPmber for Kedron, even after 
reading the Bill, appeared to be somewhat 
confused about the functions of the board. 
I stress that the proposed board will not be 
an executive body; its functions will be 
merely consultative and advisory. 

As all the points made by hon. members 
opposite have been replied to either this 
morning or at an earlier stage, I see no 
reason to prolong the debate. 

Motion (Mr. Munro) agreed to. 
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COMMITTEE. 

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Taylor, 
Clayfield, in the chair). 

Clauses 1 and 2, as read, agreed to. 

Clause 3~Repeal of and new s. 8; Prices 
Advisory Board-

Mr. BAXTER (Norman) (11.44 a.m.) : 
I move the following amendment:-

''On page 1, line 23, omit the word­
' three' 

and insert in lieu thereof the word­
' four'.'' 

It is necessary that I foreshadow two other 
amendments. 

If my present amendment is accepted I 
shall move--

''On page 2, after line 6, insert the fol­
lowing paragraph:-

'(d) A person appointed by the Gov­
ernor in Council who shall be a nominee 
of the National Council of Women'." 

I shall further move-
'' On page 2, line 24, omit the word 

'two' and insert in lieu thereof the word 
'three'.'' 

It is Yery hard to say where to choose a 
nominee as the consumers' representative. 
Many of the associations, organisations and 
committees that are in existence are in some 
way tied up with various political bodies. I 
felt that it was most desirable that we have 
a nominee from the largest possible represen­
tative body and in addition are free from 
political bias. Who would be the best 
qualified person in any community to make 
a decision on prices of all commodities~ 

Mr. Windsor: The housewife. 

Mr. BAXTER: The housewife, as the 
hon. member for Fortitude Valley says. There 
are not many hon. members who could say 
offhand what should be the prices of all the 
necessary commodities on the family table. I 
have made a logical approach to the matter. 
I have taken into consideration the 
approaches made by various unions and 
associations. I have come to the conclusion 
that it would be of great advanatge to have 
a woman on the board who could give the 
necessary advice about the commodities con­
sumed every day, but a woman from an 
organisation which fairly represents all 
sections of the community. 

A Government ~Iember: Why not the 
C.W.A.~ 

Mr. BAXTER: An hon. member said, 
"Why not the C. W.A. ~" The Country 
Women's Association is quite a small body 
in comparison with the National Council of 
Women. It is not representative of the 
whole of the community. It is very difficult to 
:find organisations that are completely non-sec­
tarian and non-political. Affiliated with the 
National Council of Women are approxi­
mately 100 associated bodies, the membership 

of some of them exceeding 1,000. Hon. mem­
bers cannot tell me that that organisation is 
not a representative body. 

lir. Aikens: I can tell you honestly that 
until you foreshadowed your amendment I 
had never ever heard of them. 

Mr. BAXTER: The intelligentsia has 
spoken! The following list of associated and 
affiliated bodies shows the extent to which the 
National Council of Women covers all 
sections of the community:-

Australian Astwciation of Occupational 
Therapists. 

Australian Association of Social Workers. 

Association of Women Pharmaceutical 
Chemists. 

Australian Trained Nurses Association. 
Albert Street Methodist I,adies' Guild. 
Ann Street Women's Guild. 
A.B.M. Women's Auxiliary. 
Associated Churches of Christ, Women's 

Conference Auxiliary. 

Australian Scots Association of Queens-
land. 

Bm·don Women's Club. 
Bardon Mutual Friendship Club. 
Brisbane Kindergarten Training College 

Graduates' Association. 
Brisbane Grammar School Old Girls' 

Association. 
Brisbane Jewish ·women's Guild and 

Benevolent Society. 
Brisbane \V omen's Club. 
Business and Professional Women's Club. 
Council of Child Care Centres. 

Catholic Daughters of Australia. 
Creche and Kindergarten Association of 

Queensland. 
C.O.S. \Velfare Services. 
Dickens Fellowship. 
District Nursing Association. 

Florence Nightingale Memorio] 
Committee of Australia. 

Girls' Friendly Society. 
Girl Guides' Association of Queenslana. 
International Order of Good Templars. 
Kindercraft Civic Nursery. 
King's College Ladies' Committee. 
Lady Musgrave Lodge. 

Ladies' Auxiliarv St. An drew's 
Ex-Servicemen's Pipe ·Band. 

Ladies' Harbour Lights Guild. 
Lady Mayoress' Committee. 
League of Women Voters. 
Lyceum Club. 

Methodist Church vVomen 's Auxiliar;v to 
Young People's Dept. 

Methodist Girls' Comradeship. 
Methodist Women's Federation. 
Mothercraft Association. 
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Mothers' Union Diocesan Council of 
Brisbane. 

National Council of Jewish Women. 
New Settlers ' League. 
Playground and Recreation Association. 
Presbyterian Women's Missionary Union. 
Queensland Assistant Mistresses' 

Association. 
Queensland Baptist Women's Union. 
Queensland Braille Writing Association. 
Qld. Bush Book Club. 
Qld. Bush Children's Health Scheme 

\V omen's Auxiliary. 
Queensland Congregational ·women's 

Association. 
Queensland Ex-P.O.W. Women's 

Auxiliary. 
Queensland Girls' Secondary Schools 

Club. 
Queensland Girls' Secondary Schools 

Headmistresses' Association. 
Queensland Housewives Association. 
Queensland Methodist Children's Homes 

Committee. 
Queensland M.ethodist Home Missions 

\\'omen's Auxiliary. 
Queensland Spastic Children's Welfare 

League. 
Subnormal Children's Welfare 

APsociation. 
Queensland Temperance League. 
Queensland Wattle League vYomen's 

Auxiliary. 
Queensland Women's Electoral League. 
queensland Women's Forum Clubs. 
Queensland Women's Interchurch Council. 
Quota Club International Inc. 
Queensland Ladies' Amateur Swimming 

Association. 
Queensland Welfare Stock Association. 
Relatives and Friends Association 

(Hansen's Disease). 
Returned Sisters Sub Branch 

R.S.S.A.I.L.A. 
Royal Queensland Soriety for the 

Prevention of Cruelty. 
Salvation Army. 
Save the Children Fund. 
St. John's Social and Political Alliance. 
Scottish Ladies' Club. 
Social Club for Nurses. 
Sommerville House Old Girls' Associa-

tion. 
Soroptomist Club. 
South Brisbane Council of Jewish Women. 
Sunsetholme Ladies' Committee. 
Theosophical Order of Service. 
Toe H (Women's Section) Branches 

A & B. 
Town and Country Club. 
Trades and Labour Council ·women's 

Auxiliary. 
Travellers ' Aid Society. 

University of Queensland Women's Club. 
University of Queensland Staff Wives 

Club. 

University of Queensland Graduates' 
Association. 

V.A.D. Club. 
War Widows' Guild of Australia (Qld. 

Branch). 
Wesley Methodist Women's Church Help 

Society. 
Women's Council of the Liberal Party. 
Women's College Standing Committee. 
Women's Christian Temperance Union. 
Women's Democratic Council. 
Queensland Women's Historical 

Association. 
Young Women's Christian Association. 
Young Men's Christian Association 

Ladies' Committee. 
Xavier Society. 

Nobody can reasonably say that those bodies 
which are affiliated with the National Council 
of \Vomen are not representative of all walks 
of life. I think it is of the utmost jmportance 
that the number of members on the Prices 
Advisory Board should be four instead of 
three and that the fourth should be a woman 
nominated by the National Council of Women 
and appointed by the Governor in Council. 
The Australian Labour Party in opposition 
are of the opinion that every consideration 
should be given to the amendment and 
sincerely hope that the Minister, realising its 
value to the community, will see his way clear 
to accept it. 

Hon. A. W. MUNRO (Toowong­
Minister for Justice) (11.55 a.m.): I con­
gratulate the hon. member on two points, his 
political strategy in taking up so much time 
that I would have only a limited time in 
which to reply today, and his political 
sagacity in moving these amendments, which 
so obviously provide political propaganda 
among people who have not an opportunity to 
understand the real nature, functions and 
responsibilities of this board. 

The suggestion that women should be on 
certain boards is always popular, but the hon. 
member must know quite well that the amend­
ment is illogical and eould not be acceptable 
to the Government. For the last nine years 
the Act provided for a Prices Board, but 
for the last seven years that provision has 
not been operative. 

The Opposition had ample opportunity 
in Government during those seven or nine 
years to give effect to this amendment, if it 
was considered practicable, but they waited 
until they were in Opposition to suggest it. 

There is in fact less cause for the amend­
ment now than a.t any time during the last 
nine years, because the board is being recon­
stituted on a new basis which makes it sub· 
stantially a means of better liaison and co-op­
eration between three Government depart­
ments. I emphasise that. With this as its 
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main purpose, the present is clearly not an 
appropriate time to appoint a woman repre­
sentative to the board. Furthermore, the 
Commissioner and officers of the Prices 
Branch are really representatives and pro­
tectors of the consumers. 

On the general principle of appointing 
women to advisory boards and committees in 
appropriate circumstances, I agree with the 
views of the hon. member for Norman, but, 
as I have explained, and as responsible 
Opposition members should understand, this 
is not an appropriate case for the appvint­
mc.nt of a woman member. 

For that reason I regret I am una':Jle to 
accept the amendment. 

Mr. WOOD (North Toowoomba-
Leader of the Opposition) (11.58 a.m.): I 
take it we are dealing only with the amend­
ment, the deletion of the word ''three'' and 
the substitution of the word ''four'' to 
provide for an additional representative. On 
the amendment I think it is competent for 
hon. members to suggest who should be that 
additional member. In his reply the Minister 
stated only that he does not think this is an 
appropriate time to appoint a woman 
member. 

Mr. llinnro: And that this is not an 
appropriate board. That is the main point. 

Mr. WOOD: To which a woman could 
be appointed~ 

Mr. Mnnro: Yes. 

JUr. WOOD: But the Minister did not say 
whether he approved the alteration in mem­
bership from three to four. 

Mr. llinnro: I do not agree with that 
either. 

JUr. WOOD: Hon. members of the official 
Opposition think it is necessary to have on 
the board a consumers' representative. The 
problem of determining who should be the 
representative is not easy. Whether it should 
be a woman or a man, the main r-oint is 
that the consumers' representative must have 
the interest of the consumers at heart. 

Mr. Mnnro: Do you not think the Com­
missioner of Prices has the interests of 
consumers at hearH 

lllr. WOOD: I do, but I am disturbed by 
the fact that the Commissioner has been rele­
gated to the position of deputy chairman 
of the board. 

Mr. Mnnro: He is a member. 

Mr. WOOD: The Government do not 
recognise the interest of the Commissioner in 
consumers; they have taken from him the 
responsibility of chairmanship. 

Progress reported. 
At 12 noon, in accordance with Stanrling 

Order 307, the House went into Committee 
of Supply. 

SUPPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF' COMMITTEE-ESTIMATES­

NINTH AND TENTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Taylor, 
Clayfield, in the chair.) 

ESTIMATES-IN-CHIEF, 1957-1958. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

ELECTOR.\!, REGISTRATION. 

Hon. A. W. MUNRO (Toowong-
Minister for Justice) (12 noon): I move-

'' That £134,553 be granted for 'Depart-
ment of Justice-Electoral Registration'." 

The increase in this vote is £80,270 of which 
£1,183 is for payment of award salary in­
creases. The balance of the increase, 
£79,087, is in respect of contingencies. The 
cost of the recent general election is paid 
from this Vote, which is the reason for the 
extremely large amount being set aside for 
contingencies. Most of that amount has, in 
fact, been paid. 

Mr. Jesson: What is the cost? 

lUr. lliUNRO: I have not the exact cost 
of the election with me at the moment. 

lUr. Aikens: Whatever it was, you reckon 
it was worth it. 

lllr. lliUNRO: I agree with the hon. mem­
ber for Mundingburra that it was money 
·well expended. The final costs of the 1956 
general election paid in the 1956-1957 :finan­
cial year amounted to £8,206. The provision 
this year is £75,394 in excess of this. In addi­
tion, the cost of printing annual rolls is 
expected to exceed last year's expenditure 
by £3,209. 

Mr. TOOTH (Kelvin Grove) (12.4 p.m.): 
I join with other hon. members in compli­
menting the Minister for Justice on his 
assumption to office and I wish him well in 
the handling of the affairs of his department. 
The Vote before the Committee deals 
primarily with the organisation responsible 
for the conduct of our elections. The con­
duct of elections is indeed a great responsi­
bility, a responsibility to see that they are 
conducted in such a way that there will be 
respect for their results. Indeed, in 
the long-range view, respect for democracy 
itself depends on the proper conduct of our 
Parliamentary elections. During earlier 
debates reference -was made to electoral 
matters, particularly to the practice that 
obtains in Queensland of numbering ballot 
papers and placing the numbers on them 
against the names of the respective voters 
on the rolls. 

Mr. Davies: Do you object to that? 

Mr. TOOTH: I do. 

Mr. Davies: Why? 

Mr. TOOTH: I intend to explain why, I 
hope, quite clearly. This matter has been 
before us for consideration and discussion, 
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and it was interesting to notice that mem­
bers of the Opposition showed considerable 
anxiety lest the present system be abolished. 

Mr. Walsh: Naturally, when you con­
sider the frauds that were committed prior 
to Labour's assuming office. 

JUr. TOOTH: Fraud is something that 
perhaps the hon. member for Bundaberg 
should not raise. It would be unwise of 
him to pursue that matter, because it opens 
many matte1·s that I do not wish to deal with. 

I personally hope that the practice of 
numbering ballot papers will be abolished 
without delay. There are sound reasons for 
its abolition. First of all, the support from 
the Opposition for its continuance occasions 
me some surprise. The platform of the 
Australian Labour Party has something to 
say on the matter. Of course, I am open 
to correction; I do not claim to be an abso­
lute authority on the interpretation of the 
platform of the Australian Labour Party. 

li'Ir. Aikens: Most of them over there 
have not read it. 

~Ir. TOOTH: That may be a point at 
issue now. 

I have here a copy of the platform of the 
Australian Labour Party. Apparently it was 
printed in 1953 and has had amendments 
added to it. It is obtainable from a certain 
counter at a certain office in Dunstan House, 
and it contains also the platform of the 
Queensland Branch. On the third page under 
the heading ''Constitutional,'' Section 10 
reads-

'' The State Elections Act to be amended 
to provide for a secret ballot vote, by 
terminating the practice of noting the 
elector's number on the Electoral Roll and 
Ballot Paper.'' 

~Ir. Aikens: There is another split in the 
party. 

lir. TOOTH: I hope so. 
I do not presume to know precisely the 

meaning of the section that I have just read. 
Frankly, it is rather loosely worded. It 
talks about the elector's number being noted 
on the electoral roll. The only number that 
one could call the elector's number is the 
one that is already in the roll, so that there 
seems to be some looseness of thought and 
wording there. However, it is reasonable 
to assume that if it means anything at all, 
it surely indicates opposition to tile present 
method. 

Mr. Walsh: Give it to the Q.C.'s over 
there. 

Mr. TOOTH: I imagine that the hon. 
member for Bundaberg has subscribed to thh 
platform in the past-I do not think the 
clause has been recently added-and his 
opinion on it probably would be authorita­
tive. 

Hon. members opposite support the present 
practice in the face of what appears to be 

a condemnation of it in the platform of 
their own party. 

lUr. Lloyd: When was that said? 

lilr. TOOTH: I said that members of 
the Opposition appear to support tlle present 
practice, notwithstanding what is in their 
platform. I use ti1e word "appear'' advis­
edly, because at times it is rather difficult to 
pin these things down. 

"\Ve are accustomed to seeing members of 
the Labour Party depart from their plat­
form at times, but it rarely happens except 
for some very good reason from the point o:f 
view of the party. I should like to know the 
reason in this instance. I do not think the 
curiosity on that point is confined to me. 

T·he Leader of the Opposition said some­
thing to this effect in the course of the 
debate-

'' I do not know of any person associated 
with an election who found himself in a 
position in which he could use to his ad­
,·antage the system of numbering ballot 
papers. I certainly do not know of any­
body who has attempted to take advantage 
of it." 

lilr. Davies: The Minister said something 
like that .. 

lilr. TOOTH: I repeat that the Leader 
of the Opposition said something to that 
effect. I have always regarded the look of 
boyish innocence that mantles his face as 
being merely a facade hiding a keen intellect 
and a broad and deep knowledge of the prin­
ciples and practices of politics; but if he is 
sincere in the views he has expressed, I will 
be tempted to take him at his face value. 

I say advisedly that the system of number­
ing ballot papers has been used to the 
advantage of the Government in power for 
years and years in Queensland. 

liir. Power: Will you enlarge on that 
statement and show us howW 

Mr. TOOTH: I propose to do so. I con­
tinue and qualify that by saying: not by any 
invasion of the secrecy of the ballot, not by 
any breaches of trust by responsible officer.s 
but by deliberately creating a fear complex. 
by deliberately sowing the seeds of doubt 
and suspicion in the minds of timid electors, 
so that people in dozens and in hundredB 
have been afraid to cast their votes accord.­
ing to their conscience and their ideas. 

~Ir. Hanlon: The Minister in charge of 
railways told us the other day that he knew 
how railway men voted. 

liir. TOOTH: I am not prepared to follow 
the hon. member in that. I am speaking 
a bout elections. If hon. members opposite 
do not know that this has occurred over and 
over again in recent times they are naive 
indeed. 

~Ir. Aikens: Ever read my figures against 
the A.L.P. man in Mundingburraf 
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lUr. TOOTH: Yes, but I understand that 
you hold meetings in the Regent Theatre up 
there. 

.iUr. Aikens: The numbering of the ballot 
papers does not stop them from voting for 
me. 

Mr. TOOTH: No, sir! 
Let me give an example from the recent 

elections. During the last weeks of the cam­
paign a young woman rang me and said, ''I 
want to vote Liberal but my husband's 
people, who are all Labour supporters, are 
suspicious and have told me that they can 
find out how I vote because the ballot papers 
are all numbered." 

ilir. Davies: She must have been talking 
to a Liberal. 

lUr. TOOTH: I was talking to a Liberal. 
She said to me, ''Can you give me a guar­
antee that there will be no possibility of 
their knowing how I voted if I cast my vote 
in your favour f 

}fr. Aikens: And did you? 

Mr. TOOTH: I reassured her. I think 
I got her vote. I told her that the hon. mem­
ber for Baroona was the Minister in charge 
of the poll and that nothing nefarious was 
likely to take place in it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Aikens: Why did you lead her up 
the garden path like thaH 

Mr. TOOTH: I should regret to think 
that she was being led up the garden path. 
The moral of the tale is that it is a very 
poor show indeed if there is anything at all in 
the electoral system that lends itself to that 
sort of intimidation. 

Government lliembers: Hear, hear! 

JUr. TOOTH: I say that the present 
system does lend itself to that sort of intimi­
dation. It occurs over and over again, and 
not merely in family circles or small groups. 
It is very commonly known that it has been 
practised widely by people associated, with 
political organisations opposed to ours. 

Mr. Power: If you eliminate the number 
how will you detect a fraud~ 

1Ur. TOOTH: What is the use of dis­
covering a fraud~ Where do we get~ A 
fraud was discovered in comparatively reeent 
times. 

Mr. Lloyd: It is a re.flection on the 
Elections Tribunal Judge. 

llr. TOOTH: It is not a reflection on 
the Elections Tribunal Judge. The Judge 
declared that fraud had been committed but 
there were no apparent means whereby the 
culprit could be identified and suitable puni­
tive action taken. Anybody at all who takes 
3.ny part whatever in any form of electoral 
fraud is, in my opinion, in the top class of 
criminals. It is a blow against the very 

things being attacked in Australia today, the 
things clearest to us upon which our very 
life and liberty depend. 

There is an even more dangerous aspect, 
a problem which has become very urgent 
because of developments in post-war Aus­
tralia. There are thousands of New Aus­
tralians in our midst today, people who have 
recently become naturalised and are thus 
eligible to vote. The majority of them have 
lived for years under circumstances and under 
Governments where life aucl libertY were 
imperilled. " 

Mr. Aikens: Some of them were Fascists 
and Nazis themselves. 

llir. Lloyd: And they welcome them in 
the Liberal Party. 

:ilir. Aikens: I am not saying that, but 
some of them were Fascists and Nazis. 

:JUr. TOOTH: No doubt the A.L.P. has 
a bar on New Australians. No doubt the 
A.L.P. refuses to take them and regards them 
with terror. Thou~ancls of these people have 
become eligible to vote. It is not easy to tell 
them that there ar'l safeguards. It is no use 
explaining to them the various processes by 
which the secrecy of the ballot is protected. 
Because of the circumstances under which 
they previously lived and the perils through 
which they have passed many New Australians 
have hacl to develop a keen sense of caution. 
They have had to test and try everything. It 
may surprise hon. members to know that 
many of them are aware that in the late 
'30's some numbered ballot papers were dis­
covered under a cottage in South Brisbane. 
They know that there was a Royal Commis­
sion into the matter. The ballot papers 
could have been scattered far and wide to 
the four winds and any person picking them 
up could have found who cast a particu]ar 
vote. 

Mr. Aikens: You would have to have the 
master roll as well as the ballot paper. 

:ilir. TOOTH: How many rolls' are there 
that are marked with these numbers~ 

:ilir. Aikens: Only the master roll is 
marked with the lot. 

:ilir. TOOTH: With the lot, I know, but 
in the normal election there would be a 
minimum of 25 complete rolls subdivided. 
What happens to these rolls~ I am not ask­
ing the question. It is not any suggestion 
I am making. I am telling hon. members 
that these people now coming onto the State's 
electoral rolls are concerned about this matter. 
It is reasonable that we should do something 
to assuage their fears. It is reasonable that 
we should take steps to see that these people 
who, we hope, will become pillars of democ­
racy, will be able to exercise their rights as 
citizens without fear. At present they cannot 
exercise these rights without fear because of 
the existence of this practice under the Elec­
tions Act. That and that alone is sound 
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enough reason for the abolition of the system. 
I think I have made my point. I believe all 
hon. members on both sides of the Chamber 
will agree that steps should be taken to see 
that the New Australians in our midst, people 
who are savouring for the first time democracy 
in its real and ultimate expression, are put 
at ease. They should get the opportunity of 
casting their votes without the fear that 
they will be imperilled in any way whatsoever. 

llir. WOOD (North Toowoomba-
Leader of the Opposition) (12.20 p.m.): I 
was disappointed that on the introduction of 
this important Vote the Minister did not give 
a greater outline of the functions and 
activities of the very efficient Electontl 
Office. 

Mr. Aikens: Does he know? 

Mr. WOOD: Of course he knows. I 
think the hon. gentleman would have a better 
knowledge of it than the hon. member for 
Mundingburra. I think that the Chamber 
was entitled to a wide explanation of what 
has been done and of the responsibilities of 
those officers. 

Mr. Munro: I explained earlier that I 
would like to give you the maximum oppor­
tunity of expressing your views. 

Mr. WOOD: I was also greatly dis­
appointed with the contribution by the hon. 
member for Kelvin Grove. I sincerely offer 
the hon. member this advice: if the hon. mem­
ber approaches his subject with a lesser 
degree of condescension and sarcasm his con­
tribution will be much more acceptable on 
this side anyway. We do not care how we 
are attacked or how the actions of GoYern­
ments for which we have accepted responsi­
bility are attacked, but I feel that most mem­
bers will agree that the continued use of the 
sarcastic approach does not in any way add 
strength to a case. The hon. member had 
much to say about the numbering of ballot 
papers, and made what he seemed to think 
was a world-shaking discovery, that there is 
reference to this in the platform of the Aus­
tralian Labour Party. I raise this matter 
for the reason that I have known it was 
there for some time and I thought, from 
the point of view of the Opposition, some 
explanation should be given to the Committee 
why this system has been continued. Recog­
nising that it has been there for some years, 
I think some reference should be made by 
members of the Australian Labour Party to 
~ome of the reasons why it was retained over 
the years. There was not one valid reason 
given by the hon. member for Kelvin Grove 
as to why this practice should be discon­
tinued. The hon. member never gave one 
example where this system had been abused. 
He did not give one example or make one 
suggestion that any member of the electoral 
staff who had access to those rolls in any 
way prostituted his position. Had the hon. 
member done so, we would have listened to 
his remarks with a degree of sympathy. The 

hon. member laboured to create a fear ·com­
plex. Let me say this: any fear that has 
been instilled into the minds of the electors 
has been instilled by members of the Liberal 
and Country Parties. If electors have been 
made suspicious, if they have become dis­
trustful, it is because of the constant repeti· 
tion by Liberal and Country Party spokesmen 
that this system led to corruption and was 
being used corruptly. That is the basis of 
the fear complex in this matter. There is no 
evidence before this Chamber of any way in 
which the system has been abused. If this 
had happened, I am sure that memrers of the 
Committee and members of the public would 
be aware of it and definite P' ir1en<·e of it 
would be available. 

It ill becomes ho11. mr·nbcrs of the Liberal 
Party to speak of instilling a fear complex 
in the people, particularly new Australians. 
I have in mind the little brochure sent by the 
Liberal Party to applicants for naturalisation. 
It explains the general political set-up in 
Australia dealing among other things with 
the freedom for which the Liberal Party 
stands. It points out that many new 
Australians come from countries under 
Communist tyranny and deliberately tries to 
instil in the minds of those people the fear 
that if they support the Australian Labour 
Party they are supporting a policy of 
communism. If the hon. member for Kelvin 
Grove does not lmow of that brochure, I shall 
let him look at a copy. It has been dis­
tributed for some considerable time. I know 
of no party that more unscrupulously sets 
out to instil fear in the minds of the people, 
including new Australians, than the Liberal 
Party. Hon. members of the Liberal Party 
should be the last to speak here or elsewhere 
of anyone endeavouring to create a fear 
complex. 

Mr. Windsor: They joined you in the 
last election. 

llir. WOOD: They did not. I say publicly 
that I do not want them under any circum­
stances. I have never sought their support, 
nor do I ever want it under any circumstances 
and I make no apology for that statement. 

Much was said during the election cam· 
paign about postal votes. All hon. memb<:_rs 
know of the weaknesses in that structure. 
No doubt suggested alterations will be put to 
the Minister, but, as I said earlier we should 
try to give the franchise to the maximum 
population. One suggestion was that an 
official appointed by the returning officer could 
visit homes, and that he should be the only 
one who could give postal votes. That may 
be suitable in the metropolitan area, but it 
would be completely impracticable in the 
larger western and northern cities, in fact, 
in all .cities outside thB metropolitan area. 
Take the electorate of Gregory, of 92,000 
square miles. Under that system people out­
side the main polling area would be denied a 
postal vote. Despite the disadvantages of 
the present system, I hope that any steps that 
may be taken to alter it will be aimed at 
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giving the franchise to the maximum number 
of people, old, sick, and others. 'They have an 
inalienable right to a postal votP, and it 
should not be restricted unnecessarily. Few 
people are more insistent on their right to 
vote than some I have met over 90 years of 
age. They cannot get to the polling booth, 
but they value very highly their right to a 
postal vote. I object to any step that will 
take that right from· these infirm people. 

Mr. Nicholson: Those are the people for 
whom the provision was inserted. 

)fr. WOOD: Yes, and women approach­
ing maternity and no-one should take away 
that right. It is wrong for an elector to 
declare that because of illness or infirmity he 
is unable to attend at a polling booth, if he 
is going to a race meeting or some other 
function. Again, once you get to a position 
like that, it is the hardest thing in the world 
to check. The returning officer accepts the 
declaration that the person makes before a 
witness, and it is not possible for him to make 
a personal investigation into the veracity 
of everyone who makes such a declaration. 

iJ'Ir. Power: In any case, he only gets 
one vote. 

JUr. WOOD: The moment it is issued the 
returning officers's roll is marked and a second 
paper cannot be issued. 

Mr. Coburn: It is a matter of conveni­
ence rather than dishonesty. 

JUr. WOOD: The person cannot vote 
twice. 

I pay a tribute to the returning officers 
throughout Queensland and the efficiency of 
their staff. I have contested six State elec­
tions and in no case have I every found a 
returning officer who is not absolutely 
impartial and not scrupulously fair. Each 
returning oflicer with whom I have had 
dealings has been the type of man who would 
conduct an election without fear or favour. 
I have never asked for anything to which 
I was not entitled, and I have always received 
absolutely fair and scrupulous treatment from 
returning officers. Neither have my opponents 
asked for advantages nor have they received 
any. Nobody has any right to ask for any­
thing but an impartial and fair approach. I 
have not seen any returning officer who has 
taken any other form of approach than one 
of extreme impartiality. 

Jir. Power: He would not last long if 
caught. 

JUr. WOOD: Of course not. He has 
nothing to gain. Generally speaking, the 
standard of elections in Queensland is 
extremely high. Those days before Labour 
when we read of the terrible frauds that took 
place are now gone forever. \Ve have in 
our Public Service men of high standard, 
men who take an interest in their work and 
the sanctity of the ballot and I will resist 
attacks by members of any political party on 

those who control our elections. I have never 
known of any cause for complaint. I lost 
one election and won five. I have been asso­
ciated with many elections where the can­
didates I have supported have won and where 
candidates have lost, and in no case have I 
seen any departure from the very high 
standard we should expect from those 
entrusted with the care of the ballot. I shall 
never be backward in paying tribute to the 
returning officers throughout the State. Gener­
ally speaking, too, the presiding officers and 
poll clerks have reached a high standard, 
although sometimes we find some who show a 
degree of competence below what is expected. 
They do the job once in three years and 
they might officiate at Commonwealth 
elections--

lUr. Aikens: What do you think of the 
presiding officer at Eventide, Charters 
Towers~ 

nir. WOOD: As that matter is to come 
before the Elections Tribunal it would be 
improper for me to make any comment and 
I do not intend to do so. The presiding 
officers and poll clerks generally speaking 
have reached that standard set by returning 
officers. The change of Government will not 
in any way make any change in the probity 
of those entrusted with the conduct of elec­
tions. Those who have carried out electoral 
duties in the past have livecl up to their 
responsibilities to the full. I am certain that 
under the new Government they will show the 
same efficiency and give the same impartial 
service as they have given in the past under 
Labour Governments. 

Jlir. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (12.35 
p.m.): I support the remarks of the Leader 
of the Opposition and have no hesitation in 
saying that I have had a particularly good 
''spin'' from the returning officers that have 
been appointed for Mundingburra. I think 
there have been four different ones in the six 
or seven elections that I have won, and each 
of them has been the soul of honesty and has 
given me everything I desire from a return­
ing officer. None of them has shown either 
favouritism or antipathy towards any 
candidate. 

Mr. Wood: They have given you and 
your opponents the same consideration~ 

ltlr. AIKENS: Every one of them. They 
have shown no antipathy towards any candid­
ate and have given me and my opponents the 
same fair and honest deal that I would have 
given had I been in their place, and I could 
not pay anyone a higher compliment than 
that. 

The hon. member for Kelvin Grove said 
that people were blackmailed because the 
numbers of the ballot papers were placed 
opposite their names on the roll. That is 
not borne out by facts, and anything that 
does not conform to facts is obviously untrue. 
Recently a by-election was held in Gregory, 
and the Country Party candidate romped 
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home an easy winner. Would the hon. mem­
ber for Kelvin Grove suggest that the people 
of Gregory were blackmailed into voting for 
:\Ir. RaeW 

lUr. TOOTH: I rise to a point of order. 
Throughout my speech I made no reference 
to blackmail. 

Mr. AIKENS: It was "intimidation." 

The CHAIRiUAN: Order! If the hon. 
me_::nber for Mundingburra used the word 
' 'blackmail,'' I ask him to accept the denial 
of the hon. member for Kelvin Grove. 

lUr. AIKENS: I shall indeed accept it, 
Mr. Taylor, because I was breaking it down. 
In fact, the hon. member for Kelvin Grove 
said that people were intimidated, which is 
a much more heinous word than "black­
mailed.'' 

Does the hon. member for Kelvin Grove 
think that the people of Mundingburra have 
been intimidated because the ballot-paper 
number is placed on the roll~ At the 
election that was held last year I got over 
77 per cent. of the total votes, and this year, 
when there were three candidates, I got 75 or 
·76 per cent. Does the hon. member for 
Kelvin Grove suggest that the people of 
Mundingburra were intimidated when they 
voted for me~ His argument is so ridiculous 
and so fallacious that we can disregard it. 

Mr. Power: What about the number of 
people who voted more than once~ 

lUr. AIKENS: I got from the returning 
officer the usual return showing how many 
people voted more than once, and every one 
of them was an Australian Labour Party 
stooge. Not one of my supporters was shown 
by the returning officer as having voted more 
than once. If the former Attorney-General 
would like to see the return, I shall be happy 
to show it to him. 

The Chief Electoral Office in Townsville 
is in the court house, about which I should 
like to pass a few remarks. It is very old 
and unpretentious--

The CHAIRJUAN: Order! The hon. mem­
ber cannot refer to court houses under this 
Vote. 

~Ir. AIKENS: That is the place in which 
the electoral officer does his business. Any­
one who wants to see him must go to the 
court house. I am sure that everyone must 
agree with me that the building is very dingy 
in comparison IYith some of the very :fine 
commercial buildings that are being erected 
in Townsville. 

The CHAIRJUAN: Order! Now that the 
hon. member has made that point, I ask 
him to proceed with the matter before the 
Committee. 

~Ir. AIKENS: In 10 or 15 years' time, 
Townsville will have a population of between 
75,000 and 100,000 people, 80 per cent. of 

whom will live west of The Causeway. The 
great centre of population will be in what is 
commonlY termed the Hermit Park-Pimlico­
Aitkenvaie area. The Minister should look 
ahead in his plans for electoral officers and 
electoral offices. He should get in early and 
show some of the courage and vision that 
have been lacking in previous Governments 
by making provision in that area for a new 
court house and a new Supreme Court build­
ing. In the old Supreme Court no-one can 
hear the barristers or the judge because of 
the noise of the white-ants eating up the old 
building. 

The CHAIR~IAN: Order! If the hon. 
member persists in referring to the court 
house or the Supreme Court I shall be obliged 
to ask him to resume his seat. 

lUr. AIKENS: I know that the hon. 
member for Townsville has suggested the 
betterment of the buildings as they now 
stand. I am suggesting that a new centre 
of justice be established in the Hermit Park 
area, but I cannot get on with that so I will 
not proceed with it. But it will have to be 
done! (Laughter.) 

The CHAIR~IAN: Order! 

~Ir. AIKENS: I understand that the State 
and the Commonwealth are to have a uniform 
roll. I do not know whether any other hon. 
member had the same experience as I had at 
the last State elections. It was brought 
home very vividly to me just how the Com­
monwealth Electoral Officer works. Just 
before the State elections the police were 
sent out helter-skelter from door to door to 
enrol people who are quali:fied to vote in 
their electorates and, after the canvass the 
usual supplementary roll was published. The 
Commonwealth Electoral Officer in Towns­
ville, I presume-because this is the only way 
he could have done it-got th~tt State supple­
mentary roll, immediately checked it with 
the Federal roll and began to bombard all 
the people in the Munclingburra eledorate 
shown on the supplementary State roll who 
were not on the Federal roll. When you talk 
about intimidation and fear-and I !;ope the 
hon. member for Kelvin Grove is listening­
at least 20 people either came to my home 
or pulled me up in the street. Each one of 
them had the khaki-coloured Commonwealth 
electoral cards, on which they have to :fill in 
all the particulars to get on the roll, aml 
two great big forms threatening all sorts of 
prosecution and penalties because they weTe 
not on the roll. There are many peoplc-:md 
we cannot dodge this fact-who do not r1is­
criminate between a Federal election or a 
Federal roll and a State election or et State 
roll. Many people do not know there arc two 
separate rolls. They came up to me and said, 
''Here, I am going to be prosecuted. Tom. 
I am not on your roll. I have just got these 
forms to get on the roll and I have to :fill 
them in or I will he prosecuted for not being 
on the roll.'' 
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I want to be quite plain about this. I 
have no objection to the Commonwealth 
Electoral Officer in Townsville getting from 
the State rolls the names of people who should 
be on the Commonwealth roll. The Attorney­
General might examine how otherwise the Com­
monwealth Electoral Officers get the names on 
the Commonwealth roll. In the main they get 
them from the State rolls and from the 
canvass made from door to door by the State 
police. I have no objection to that. I have 
no objection to the Commonwealth Electoral 
Officer's checking his Commonwealth roll with 
the very latest State roll, which, in the case 
of an election, is the supplementary roll; but 
I have a violent objection to his sending out 
thosP threats of prosecution to people right 
on the eve of a State election. 

lUr. Hanlon: If people are not on the 
Commonwealth roll 14 days after the time 
limit expires, the Commonwealth send the 
form straight out and then fine them a dollar. 

Jir. AIKENS: That may be so. I am 
only talking about the confusion, the fear 
and apprehension that it caused in the minds 
of everyone in the Mundingburra electorate 
who was put on the State roll by the police 
canvass and who was not on the Federal roll. 
At least 20 people came to my home or met 
me in the street in fear and trembling of 
being prosecuted. They said, ''The policeman 
came round to my home, Tom. He took my 
name and address and actually helped me to 
fill in the card, and I naturally thought my 
name would be on the State roll so I could 
go along and vote for you as member for 
Mundingburra, and here I have this card 
with threats of prosecution from the Electoral 
Officer.'' I had to explain to them that there 
was no need to fear, that the card and forms 
were from the Commonwealth Electoral 
Office and not from the State. However, I 
think it was very badly timed by the Com­
monwealth Electoral Officer in Townsville. If 
he was going to build up his roll from the 
State supplementary rolls in all fairness he 
should have at least waited until after the 
elections. 

'i'Ve heard a great deal about New Aus­
tralians and how they are afraid of being 
intimidated. I kown that many New Aus­
tralians perhaps victims of Conununist op­
pression came to this country in search of 
freedom. But I am the sort of chap who 
likes to face up to facts and truth all the 
time. I know that many of them were Nazis 
ancl Fascists. Many were Luftwaffe pilots 
and officers in the German Army. I know 
that many of them since thAy came to Aus­
tralia have not been acting as democratically 
as we should like them to. Only recently 
during elections in New South Wales an 
organised gang of New Australians smashed a 
table at a polling booth being condueted on 
behalf of a candidate of ,vhom they dicl not 
approve. I draw these happenings to the 
attention of the hon. member for Kelvin Grove 
and all those who might be prepared to accept 
all New Australians as being people who 

came to Australia in search of democracy and 
freedom. Most of them did, but some of them 
did not. Some came here only because they 
were chased out of their own country, not 
by fear of oppression by the Communists 
but by fear of retribution from their own 
people. 

The CHAIRlUAN: I ask the hon. member 
to get back to electoral registration. 

lllr. AIKENS: I am telling the Com­
mittee about it no;v. \Vhen I am in Bris­
bane, indeed when I am in Townsville, I 
attend any election meetings addrPssed by 
prominent people. I go along to the City 
Hall to hear Dr. Evatt, Mr. Menzies or Sir 
Arthur Fadden. I go along to hear any 
speaker whose vie,vs I think I should hear 
or any speaker who may be able t'o teach 
me something about flights of oratory. I 
went along one night to hear Dr. Evatt 
speak in the City Hall. I am not saying 
anything in his favour because there is very 
little I could say in his favour. Neverthe­
less, I went along to he:ar him. At the 
back of the hall there were about 50 New 
Australians organised into an interruption 
group. They were booing and cat-calling all 
night. The very nxxt night I went back to 
the City Hall for another purpose. A concert 
was being held. The same New Australians 
who had been booing and interjecting when 
Dr. Evatt was speaking were walking up the 
stairs to attend a meeting convened by the 
Young Liberal Society, or whatever they call 
it. I have mentioned this in the Chamber 
before, I mentioned it within a few days of 
its actually happening. If the hon. member 
for Kelvin Grove is concerned; about the 
preservation of democracy and the removal of 
intimidation from voting at election time, let 
him look at it from the broad, clear view 
point. Do not let him class all New Aus­
tralians as being good New Australians 
because they are not all good New Australians. 
Most of them are but some are not. 

lUr. Tootlt: We hope that they will 
become so. 

lUr. AIKENS: We hope that they will 
become so, but they will not if they are going 
to be lauded with senseless adulfltion by men 
like the hon. member for Kelvin Grove whether 
they deserve it or not. 

lllr. Knox: If they join the Young 
Liberals they will become so. 

lllr. AIKENS: It is their democratic 
right to do so. If they join the Young 
Liberals party I hope that they will be guided 
by men like the Minister for Justice and 
others who appear to have a sense of ba~a.nce 
and a vestige of democracy and poh t1cal 
decency. 

Postal vot8s have been mcnti01l8c1. Postal 
votes are cast by some people who just do 
not want to take the trouble of going to a 
polling booth on polling day. Mauy of them 
do not want to mix with the common herd 



970 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

and consequently take advantage of the pos­
tal vote facilities. The ex-Attorney-General 
and the Leader of the Opposition said that 
there is no question of fraud involved because 
they get only the one vote whether they cast 
a postal vote or go to the polling booth. At 
the same time we must realise that if the 
facilities for postal voting are abused too 
much there will be a kick back from the 
people. Everyone is going to say, ''If 
so-and-so can avoid going to the polling booth 
by being allowed a postal vote, why must I 
get dressed and walk up in the sun or rain 
to the polling booth to cast my vote in 
person~'' 

If you want to know how it can develop­
I know it has not developed to this extent at 
any State election yet-you have only to look 
at what occurs at the Townsville municipal 
elections. You will allow me to quote this, 
Mr. Taylor, as a shocking example of what 
<!an occur if it is not checked or curbed. At 
the last municipal elections at Townsville 
20,000 people voted, and of that number not 
fewer than 1,300 had a postal vote. The 
postal vote was organised by the present 
T.C.A. aldermen. They have an office 
to organise the postal vote, not only for those 
who are sick, infirm or pregnant, but also for 
those who do not want to bother to go to 
the polling booth. If you get down to the 
reason for postal voting according to law 
at the last Townsville municipal election one 
person in every fifteen was either ill, infirm 
or pregnant because one in every fifteen had 
a postal vote. 

Mr. Davies: They may have been out­
outside the electorate. 

Mr. AIKENS: Very few were outside. 
Many were at Magnetic Island, but it is 
within the boundary of the city of Townsville, 
and there are voting facilities there. The 
T.C.A. aldermen boast of this facility that 
they make available to the people. Anyone 
who cannot be bothered to go to the polling 
booth on municipal polling day can get a 
postal vote. The moment they apply for 
it the T.C.A. organisation sends out a T.C.A. 
How-to-vote card. They openly boast, ''It 
does not matter where you run with the 
ballot box, we will beat you with the postal 
votes.'' Sure enough they do. When every 
vote was out of the ballot boxes last council 
election. I was running eighth, well ahead 
of Alderman Sheriff and Alderman Molloy. 
They said, ''It does not matter; we will beat 
you when the postal votes are counted.'' And 
sure enough they did; they beat me by two 
to one in the postal votes. 

Mr. Thackeray: What does T.C.A. stand 
fod 

ltir. AIKENS: Townsville Citizens' 
Association. Owing to the fact that they 
have not done very much sewerage work for 
many years they are now known as the E.C.A. 
That is a feature of Townsville at the present 
time--rows upon rows of earth closets. 
Not one of these people voted illegally, 

because they were entitled to a vote, but they 
did not want to go to the polling booth. 
Over the years the T.C.A. has built up a 
huge postal voting organisation. The 
Attorney-General must have been staggered 
when I read those figures-out of 20,000 who 
voted not fewer than 1,300 voted according 
to the postal voting facilities provided under 
the Act, and of course they voted in accor­
dance with the provisions of the Elections 
Acts. If you do not do something to stop 
it you will have a tremendous percentage 
building up in the State electorates. 

~Ir. ltlunro: We do not have that in 
Toowong. 

~Ir. AIKENS: We do not have them in 
any electorate in any State elections. I lmow 
that because I do not think there is any 
organisation set up in any State electorate 
simply to save the people the inconvenience 
of going to the polling booth. 

Mr. Davies: You would not say there 
was a percentage increase in the State or 
Federal elections. 

ltir. AIKENS: I would be glad to have 
the hon. member's information on it, but I 
do not know of any State electorate where 
one person in every 15 or 6.5 per cent. voted 
according to the postal voting facilities. N a­
one voted who was not entitled to vote. This 
organisation said in effect, "Do not bother to 
go to the polling booth, do not mix with the 
hoi-polloi; drop into Angus Smith's shop or 
somebody else's shop and get an application 
form for a postal vote and we will see that 
it is sent to you, and on the same day we will 
send a T.C.A. How-to-vote card.'' I do not 
suggest any collusion between them and the 
Town Clerk, but they know the people who 
apply for postal votes, and see that they get 
the right How-to-vote form. 

~Ir. Davies: They are mostly Liberals. 

~lr. AIKENS: All are Liberals. They 
masquerade under the name T.C.A. or E.C.A. 
The hon. member for Aubigny on one occa­
sion truthfully said in this Chamber, ''They 
call themselves the T.C.A., but they are really 
our mob.'' 

I repeat that there is nothing illegal in 
what they do, but the Minister must see 
that postal voting is never used in State 
elections to the extent that it was used in 
the last municipal election in Townsville. 

I have mentioned the need for a new 
court house in the Hermit Park area and a 
new Supreme Court, but in deference to the 
Chairman's ruling I shall not discuss them 
further. Nevertheless, they must be built if 
the Government are sincerely desirous of 
improving conditions. 

ltlr. DONALD (Bremer) (12.56 p.m.): I 
endorse the statements of the Leader of the 
Opposition and the hon. member for Mun­
clingburra about those in charge of elections, 
and I pay a tribute to the officials in the 
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Bremer electorate. The :first returning officer 
during my term in Parliament was Mr. 
Charles Innes. He was the acme of courtesy 
and efficiency. I was always of the opinion 
that any mistake in any election he conducted 
would be a genuine one. Since he retired Mr. 
Kingston has been the returning officer, and 
he has carried on in the same effideut way. 
The officers employed by the Government to 
conduct elections are very efficient and com­
pletely fair. There could be no suspicion to 
the contrary. 

I was very surprised at the outburst of the 
hon. member for Kelvin Grove, parti\lularly 
after the discussion on the Chief Office Y ote. 
The consensus at that time was that the num­
bering of ballot papers in no way interfered 
with the secrecy of the ballot. I think he 
was guessing when he said that the num1er­
ing of ballot papers destroyed the secrecy 
of the ballot. 

Mr. Ramsden: He did not say that at 
all. 

Mr. DONALD: He then went on to say 
that those conducting the election in 110 way 
betrayed the trust reposed in them. 

The interjector has said that he did not 
say it interfered with the secrecy of tlw hal­
lot. If it does not and those conducting the 
election do not betray the trust repo8ed in 
them, his case is destroyed and his speech 
must be classed as sheer political propaganda. 

He then went on to say that it created a 
fear complex, but he gave no facts or illus­
tration to prove what he said could happen. 
He also said that previous Labour Govern­
ments had instituted the system so as to 
instil fear in the minds of the public, includ­
ing those in their employ. Such a statement 
by an ex-school teacher does not reflect credit 
on him as a member of Parliament, as a 
school teacher, or as a citizen, particularly 
when Government members have unequivoc­
ably stated that the numbering of ballot 
papers does not interfere with the secrecy or 
the efficiency of the ballot. It was not intro­
duced by previous Labour Governments to 
instil fear or to gain an unfair advantage. 

I am not suggesting that the hon. member 
for KBlvin Grove has no knowledge of 
Queensland's political history because I 
belieyB that he has an extensive knowledge 
of it and therefore he should know that 
previous non-Labour Governments took 
special care to prevent the militant section 
of the working class exercising their vote, 
and at the same time made provision for 
plural voting. Thousands of intelligent 
hard-working men were compelled by the 
nature of their work and the development of 
a new colony to travel extensively following 
their various occupations. At the same time 
the property-owner could exercise a vote in 
every electorate in which he had property, 
and as a consequence some exercised their 
vote in as many as thirty electorates. 
That is the record of a non-Labour Govern­
ment in this State. He spoke of fear and 

intimidation but non-Labour GovernmBnts 
had another way of doing this besides num­
bering ballot papers. The numbering of 
ballot papers was not an act to instil fear 
and intimidation. What does history tell us~ 
In 1892 the number of people enrolled in 
Queensland was 98,065, but the Government of 
the day, anxious to protect themselves, revised 
the rolls and reduced the number to 83,005-
10 per cent. of the votes belonged to voters 
with more than one vote and this reduced 
the effective number of voters to 75,005, 
leaving 30,411 disfranchised. The fear of 
the Government, an anti-Labour Government, 
was the rising power of organised labour 
and the fear that they would lose their 
position in Parliament. The fear was 
justified, because the workers through their 
various organisations ultimately won their 
way to power in this Parliament. The 
hon. member for Kelvin Grove told us of 
a lady who rang him and asked him whether 
it was true that it could be learnt how 
people had voted. She said that her people 
were predominantly Labour but she wanted 
to vote Liberal and asked if there were any 
means of :finding ont how people voted. He 
correctly reassured her that that was not 
the case, that her vote would be secret. 
That incident prompts me to make two 
observations, the :first of which is that he 
does not believe what he gave utterance to 
in this Chamber this morning that the 
numbering of ballot papers was a form of 
intimidation and also that it was a policy 
of former Governments to bring about a 
fear complex. He either does not believe 
what he said this morning or he was pre­
pared to bring about family discord to obtain 
one miserable vote. That is the only meaning 
to be taken from his remarks. It is a fact that 
the numbering of ballot papers is a safe­
guard against corruption and fraud. The 
Labour Party would not be a party to 
corruption and fraud and its actions in the 
past have demonstrated that. Had it not 
been for the numbering of ballot papers 
fraud would not have been discovered. That 
is the justification for the numbering of 
ballot papers. 

Mr. Ramsden: Who was punished for 
the fraud~ 

Mr. DON ALD: The law of the land took 
its course. As a result of the :findings of 
the Elections Tribunal another election was 
ordered in Bulimba and the electors, in no 
uncertain manner, Teturned the A.L.P. 
candidate. 

Mr. Ramsden: 
paper numbering 
fraud. 

It shows that ballot 
is no protection against 

Mr. DONALD: What an illogical mind 
the hon. member has. He admits in one 
breath that the numbering of ballot papers 
was responsible for discovering a fraud, and 
in the next he says that it is not a protection 
against fraud. Let us rid ourselves of 
political bias in these matters. That is the 
only reason the hon. member ha~ for making 
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his interjection, and the only reason for this 
campaign to instil into old Australians, as 
v:ell as New Australians, a fear that the 
numbering of ballot papers is a form of 
intimidation. Both industrially and politi­
cally, the Australian Labour Party has no 
need to engage in a campaign of fear and 
intimidation to win supporters. It has been 
demonstrated again and again that it can 
look after its own affairs. It is useless for 
the hon. member for Kelvin Grove to quote 
from pamphlets in an effort to convince us 
that such is not the case. 

The hon. member went on to say that a 
number of ballot papers had been discovered 
under a residence in a certain part of the 
South Brisbane electorate. I do not know 
what he wanted to imply, but it certainly 
proves nothing. Would the numbering of the 
ballot papers be the cause of their being 
lost~ They would have been lost in any case. 

Mr. Tooth: Surely it was significant? 

Mr. DONALD: Significant of what? It 
was significant that there was carelessness 
somewhere, but that was not because of the 
Government's policy to number ballot papers. 

For the same reason, many trade unions 
number their ballot papers. 

Government Members interjected. 

Mr. DONALD: No purer ballot is con­
ducted anywhere than that of the Miners' 
Federation. The hon. member for Kelvin 
Grove cannot prove otherwise. It is a very 
clean ballot. The ballot papers are numbered 
for convenience and as a protection against 
fraud. The returning officer knows that the 
papers numbered say from 1 to 50 went to 
a certain branch of the union and it would 
be impossible for anyone who felt so inclined 
-and some people are-to fake the ballot 
because he would not know what number to 
use. The numbering of ballot papers is an 
assmance that the ballot is conducted fairly 
and without fraud. 

~Ir. Gilmore: Do you believe in court­
con trolled ballots~ 

JUr. DONALD: I do not, any more than 
the hon. member would believe in court­
controlled ballots in his organisation. A 
union that asks for a court-controlled ballot 
is admitting it rannot manage its own affairs. 
However, enough has been said on the number­
ing of ballot papers. 

The need for a redistribution of electorates 
in the metropolitan area is obvious, but it 
would be extremely unwise to create any addi­
tional seats in Brisbane. The present propor­
tion of seats in the metropolitan area to those 
in the whole of the State is already high 
enough, and to increase it would not give us 
better government. The only result would be to 
bring into the State Parliament the position 
that prevails in the Commonwealth Parlia­
ment, that· is, the giving of preference by 
Parliament, consciously or unconsciously, to 

those districts that return the greatest num­
ber of Government members. Every hon. 
member will agree that irrespective of what 
party is in office in the Commonwealth 
Parliament, New South Wales and Victoria 
always receive preference because they send 
the majority of Government representatives 
to Canberra. If this or any other Govern­
ment increase the number of electorates in 
Brisbane so that they become the deciding 
factor in the policy of the State, it will be 
a very bad thing for Queensland. I hope 
that that day will never come. The protec­
tion that was given to the rest of Queensland 
by the Hanlon Government, eliminating the 
possibility of Brisbane members influencing 
the Government, is desirable and should be 
retained. Nor do I think it desirable to 
increase the number of members of the 
Queensland Parliament. We already have 
sufficient to cater for the needs of the State 
and of its citizens. I do not wish it to be 
thought that I favour a reduction in the 
number. I remind those who might like to 
bring that about that we have on~y one H~use 
of Parliament and fewer Parhamentanans 
than we had over 30 years ago. The reason 
for my opposition to any reduction in n~m­
ber will be apparent from the followmg 
figures of Parliamentarians in other States-

Upper Lower 
House. House. 

New South Wales 60 94 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
"Western Australia 
Tasmania 

34 66 

20 
30 
19 

75 
39 
50 
30 

Total. 
154 
100 

75 
59 
80 
49 

Bearing in mind the size and population of 
the areas hon. members represent, Queens­
land members of Parliament bear a greater 
responsibility and do much more work than 
those of any other State. 

The CHAIRll'IAN: Order! I remind the 
hon. member that the question of an increase 
or decrease in the number of Parliamentarians 
is a matter for legislation and is not a 
subject that may be discussed under this vote. 

l\'Ir. DONALD: I bow to your ruling, Mr. 
Taylor, but the Electoral Registration section 
has to find the money to conduct elections. 
That is the only reason for raising the matter. 
It will have to be done with money from this 
Vote and on these Estimates. There is no 
other way. Legislation will not provide 
the extra money. It will have to be provided 
under the Vote now being debated. 

I believe I have made out a case for 
retaining the present number of members of 
Parliament in Queensland; it should not be 
increased and certainly not reduced. In only 
one or two States are members required to 
look after more electors. It is easier to look 
after a large number in a small area than a 
small number in a large area. Western 
Australia is the only State where members 
of the State Parliament have to cater for 
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bigger districts than those in Queensland. 
I appeal to the Government to hearken to my 
plea and to leave the number as it is. 

Mr. POWER (Baroona) (2.29 p.m.) : I 
regard this as one of the most important 
Votes to come before the Committee as it 
deals with the election of members of Parlia­
ment and the Government of the State. I 
agree to some extent with the remarks of the 
hon. member for Kelvin Grove. Where mal­
practices take place the offenders should be 
dealt with because they undermine 
democracy. I remind him however that 
malp_ractices took place long before Labour 
was m power. I have with me a book written 
by Mr. Bernays, a former Clerk of the 
Parliament, and, dealing with the life of the 
Honourable Patrick Perkins, he has this to 
say-

'' One Gargett, a railway contractor, had 
a large work on hand at the period of a 
general election, and being an intimate 
associate of Perkins 's, what could be more 
simple than to load up half a dozen trucks 
with Perkins 's XXX ale, and a vast num­
ber of _navvies, and tour Aubigny electorate 
recordmg an uncountable number of votes 
at each little polling-booth for the owner 
of the beer~ 

"What's the good of being a big 
brewer if you cannot apply some of your 
own beer to your personal advantage~'' 

Mr. Davies: Who said that? 

Mr. POWER: Mr. Charles Arrowsmith 
Bernays. What happened on that occasion? 
There were more votes cast than there were 
people entitled to vote. Malpractices first 
started long before the advent of Labour 
Governments. We should not destroy a sys­
tem that enables us to say that at least the 
representatives of the people are elected 
democratically, not by any false means. The 
numbering of a ballot paper does not destroy 
the secrec:;· of the vote. Although it would 
be physically impossible some people have 
been intimidated because they believe that 
there is a method of discovering how they 
vote. 

Many years ago in North Queensland a 
person was accused of not having voted for a 
certain candidate. He said, ''I will not be 
caught next time.'' Following the next elec­
tion when somebody said to him, ''You did 
not vote for so-and-so", he sHic1, "You are a 
liar. Here is my vote'', and he pulled it out 
of his pocket to show how he had voted. That 
is the sort of thing that happened years ago. 

The number on the ballot paper is essential 
for the discovery of any fraud that might 
be practised. But for the numbering of ballot 
papers the fraud would not have been dis­
covered in the Bulimba electorate a few Years 
ago. Although nobody was convicte~1 of 
the offence at least the fraud was discovered 
and another election was held. How can fraud 
be traced if there is no rerOTcl? The prac­
tice of fraud in elections is a very serious 
matter. 

l\Ir. Herbert: They get on all right in 
the Commonwealth elections without them. 

1Ur. POWER: That may be so, but two 
wrongs do not make a right. The Common­
wealth rolls are the worst in Australia. I 
can speak with some authority. It has been 
suggested that Commonwealth rolls could be 
used for State elections. For many years I 
was campaign director for Mr. Lawson and I 
found that there were more names missing 
off Commonwealth rolls than I have ever dis­
covered missing from any State rolls. When 
they went along to the polling booths many 
people found that their names were not on 
the rolls. On one occasion the Commonwealth 
did not even have new rolls for an election. 
I made it my business to see that rolls were as 
near perfect as possible for the 1956 State 
election. 

All sorts of statements are made by c1iff~r­
ent people. One woman said that she 11osted 
her application but it was later handed in by 
a police officer. The lady had not posted it 
at all. Police officers sent in enrolment cards 
the clay after the closing of the rolls and 
consequently many names were left off. On 
one occasion the canvass was carried out in a 
disgraceful manner in the electorate of the 
Minister for Justice. Sub-Inspector Doherty 
was detailed to take control of enrolments and 
directions were issued that all applications for 
enrolment had to be sent to the Electoral 
Office the same clay as the Police received them. 

We know the system that operated when 
people were told to leave them at the shop 
at the corner where they would be picked 
up. In some cases they were not picked up. 
I know that to be true. The 1956 rolls m 
Queensland were the nearest to perfection 
you could possibly get. Not only were the 
police instructed to check the rolls here, 
but arrangements were made throughout the 
State whereby school teachers and clerks of 
petty sessions in the remote parts took 
action to see that names were correctly 
recorded on the roll. That is what operated 
on that occasion. It has been said that 
there have been mal-practices in regard to 
elections. I remember at the end of one 
campaign sitting behind some members of 
the organisation that was opposed to 
Mr. Lawson. We were doing pretty well. 
One lady said to the other, "Wait until the 
postal votes come in; we fixed up a lot of 
those." I said, "Did you, lad;v ~ Vvhat is 
your name?'' She immediately left. 
Apparently they did not fix up enough, 
because Mr. Lawson won. Everybody knows 
the method adopted in the early days by 
supporters of the Government parties in 
regard to postal votes. They were masters 
at it. They roulcl put others in the shade. 
During the 1956 election campaign we found 
that some supporters of my opponent called 
at various places and obtained signatures 
for postal votes and did not put them in. 
One woman said she was most disturbed 
because a person got an application signed 
by her and had not put it in. As Attorney­
General I made a statement about what was 
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taking place, and that night they were all 
posted or received by the Returning Officer. 
I immediately sent someone to the woman's 
house and had an application fixed up by 
one of my organisations. I understand that 
the same night the applications of a number 
of people were returned to the Returning 
Officer. 

~Ir. Coburn: What action could the 
returning officer take~ 

~Ir. POWER: In this case the applica­
tion had not been sent in. Applications had 
been sent out to people to sign and they 
were asked to return them to the address of 
the campaign director of my opponent. I 
have numbers of them in my possession. 
Investigations were made and the gentle­
man concerned said that he had no know­
ledge of it. I had no evidence to convict 
l1im of the offence. Applications are also 
sent out ad lib. to people for postal votes. 
I do not think that that is a good 
practice, because postal votes can only be 
obtained under certain conditions laid clown 
by the Act. There is some doubt about the 
legality of getting an application signed 
before the writs have been issued. 

ll'Ir. Coburn: That is done, too. 

lUr. POWER: I do not think there is 
any breach of the law in connection with 
that. A ballot paper cannot be sent out 
until the writ is issued. A son of mine was 
accused of having an application for a postal 
vote signed by a certain person before the 
writs were issued, but that was entirely untrue. 
The application was received by a 
supporter of the Liberal Party. These 
points are thrown in for good measure for 
the purpose of criticism. Hon. members of 
the Country Party have complained that 
they were not supplied with applications for 
postal votes. They are supplied from the 
Government Printing Office. The practice 
of the previous Government was not to 
supply them to anyone who asked for them 
until after the issue of the writ. 
All parties sought them from the Under 
Secretary for Justice prior to the issue of 
the writs, and they were refused by him. 

ll'Ir. Ramsden: Only one Party got them. 

lUr. POWER: That is not true. 

ll'Ir. Ramsden: It is true. 

1\Ir. POWER: If it is true, then it was 
the hon. member's Party. I have evidence 
that a member of the Liberal Party was 
seen taking postal votes from a certain 
person in an hotel. The regulations provide 
that no candidate must touch the votes. I 
shall not name the hon. member, but he has 
been elected to Parliament and I can fur­
nish evidence of that offence if hon. mem­
bers desire me to do so, but I have no desire 
to do it. 

The hon. member said that only one 
Party received the application forms. Some 
application forms may have been held as 

surplus from the previous election. I know 
that the Government parties employ paid 
canvassers for the purpose of obtaining 
postal votes, and I do not object to that 
practice. Those canvassers had application 
forms. 

JUr. Hanlon: That is against the Act. 

1\Ir. POWER: I doubt whether it is. 

JUr. HaD'lon: It says so on the applica­
tion form. 

J'IIr. POWER.: The hon. member for 
Bremer said he did not want any reduction 
in the number of members of Parliament. I 
want a reduction in the number of Govern­
ment members; as a matter of fact I cannot 
get it quickly enough. 

Some hon. members have suggested the 
use of Federal rolls in State elections. The 
Attorney-General in the previous anti­
Labour Government, Mr. Macgroarty, when 
the suggestion wa~ made to him, rejected it. 
It would be impossible, because the boundaries 
differ. Take the Brisbane Federal elec­
torate. There is no Paddington subdivision 
in the State roll. It is not in the Baroona 
or Ithaca electorates. The electorate of 
Brisbane takes in parts of North Brisbane, 
Kelvin Grove, Ithaca, Baroona and Toowong. 
Part of the Baroona electorate is known as 
Paddington on the Federal roll. How could 
the Federal roll be used in these circum­
stances! The use of the Federal roll was 
considered some time ago, but the suggestion 
wa.s rejected. 

I\Ir. Hilton: "The Courier-Mail" may be 
able to tell us how to do it. 

ll'Ir. POWER: Probably, and probably 
the Government Parties will be able to tell 
us. 

Let me examine the electoral system. The 
application for enrolment is sent to the 
Electoral Office, where it is recorded, and 
then sent to the Printing Office. Rolls are 
compiled as quickly as possible. I think it 
was the hon. member for Kelvin Grove who 
said that some ballot papers were found 
underneath a house or underneath some 
steps. I take it he was referring to unused 
ballot papers. All that proves is that the 
scrutineer, the returning officer or the 
presiding officer clicl not do his job 
correctly. If the correct procedure had 
been followed, the scrutineer would have 
checked the number of ballot papers issued 
to the presiding officer, and the number 
used, and he could have struck a balance 
by counting the number left, but apparently 
he did not do that. 

li'Ir. Burrows: He would be a school 
teacher. 

lUr. POWER: He might be. 
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If a returning officer makes a mistake, 
the Government or the electoral machinery 
cannot be blamed for it. Returning 
officers are not nominated by any Party. 
I have mentioned from time to time that in 
the main they are public servants. They 
are Crown employees and we have some 
control or hold over them. I do not know 
of any returning officer who would give any 
favour to anyone. 

lUr. Tooth: I do not think they do. 

lUr. POWER: I can assure the hon. 
member that had I known of it I would not 
h.ave hesitated to remove him fTOm his posi­
tron. If we take away from the people their 
democratic rights we would fall into the 
position that operates in dictatorship 
countries. Ballot papers are sent to the 
various polling places throughout the State 
by post and plane at times on account of 
floods and when they are handed over they 
are counted. The scrutineers for the parties 
are present to see what is going on. I was a 
scrutineer for many years and I know what 
takes place. No body can tell me that the 
scrutineer for a particular party would not 
be watching to see what is done. I do not 
know what is behind the belief of Government 
members. They have not furnished one bit 
of el'idence to the Committee to show that 
there has been any malpractice or that any­
bodv has been victimised as the result of the 
nu~bering of ballot papers. The first 
instance of malpractice occurred prior to the 
advent of a Labour Government. The num­
bering of ballot papers allows investigation to 
be made by the Elections Tribunal to see 
if there has been any alteration to a ballot 
paper. 

lUr. Tootll: Why does the Labour Party 
object to the numbering~ 

lUr. POWER: The L,abour Party has a 
right to vary its platform. It is not bound 
hand and foot to one platform. For instance, 
the platform was recently varied in regard to 
to the socialisation of industry. The party 
has that perogative. As a matter of fact I 
do not think it will be long before everybody 
will swing over to our policy. 

JUr. Tootll: It will not be long before 
you are over here. 

lUr. POWER: T'he hon. member has no 
chance of getting me over there. 

Tlle CHAIRJUAN: Order! 

JUr. POWER: I see no justification for 
the proposition for the elimination of the 
numbering of ballot papers. I can see a 
great danger in it. The way would be left 
open to fraud and corruption and there would 
be no means of checking it. I referred to the 
days of Paddy Perkins in 1880 when more 
votes were cast than there were electors on 
the rolls. In those days you could print your 
own ballot papers or have them printed for 
you. The elimination of numbering would 
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destroy the whole foundation of democracy. 
If the Government can point to one case where 
a man has been victimised, criminal action can 
be taken against the person responsible 
because it is an offence to expose the secrecy 
of the ballot. I mge that no alteration be 
made in the present ~ystem. 

It seems likely that there will be a redis­
tribution of seats in the near future, and it 
must be a terrible headache for both parties 
on the Government side. Each of them will 
be trying to make sure that the other does 
not swallow it. 

In conclusion I pay a sincere compliment 
to the officers of the State Electoral Office on 
their excellent work. 

lUr. RAlUSDEN (Merthyr) (2.51 p.m.) : 
I have listened to members of the Australian 
Labour Party and the Queensland Labour 
Party for so long that if they keep going 
much longer they will soon be able to cele­
brate the centenary of their yery Yirile propo­
ganda department. 

I\Ir. Power: You have a very shaky hold 
on Merthyr. 

I\Ir. RAJUSDEN: I realise that. That is 
why I am speaking now. 

At the outset, I shall have very little to say 
on the numbering of ballot papers. The hon. 
member for Kelvin Grove covered the ground 
adequately this morning. In spite of every­
thing that has been said by Government mem­
bers, however, it does not seem to infiltrate 
into the minds of hon. members opposite that 
we are not asserting that the numbm·ing of 
the ballot papers interferes ·with the secrecy 
of the ballot. Our point is that many people 
in the community believe that because ballot 
papers are numbered, their votes can be 
scrutinised and identified. 

Recently I was in the country and 'ms 
talking to a member of the Australian 
Workers' Union. Surely hon. members 
opposite will not allege that he would be on 
my side. 

I\Ir. Lloyd interjected. 

JUr. RAIIISDEN: The Deputy Leader of 
the Opposition cannot tell me that. The man 
to whom I am referring was a union repre­
sentative on the job. He said to me, "I hope 
you fellows keep your election promises.'' I 
said, '' \Vhat promises are you referring to~'' 
He said, ''I hope you get rid of the numbers 
on the ballot papers and! give us court­
controlled ballots.'' 

Government I\Iembers interjected. 

The CHAIRlUAN: Order! I ask hon. 
members to allow me to hear what the hon. 
member for Merthyr has to say. 

Mr. RAJUSDEN: The Government have 
not made any accusation against the pro­
priety of the officials in the State Electoral 
Office. The secrecy of the ballot to a large 
extent is destroyed by the present method of 
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handling absent and postal votes long before 
they reach the returning officer. I suggest 
that lYe examine a number of points. The 
hon. member for Baroona took me to task for 
saying by interjection that at the last 
election one party had postal vote applica­
tions long before they were available to the 
other parties. I repeat that statement. 

Mr. Lloyd: What party was that? 

IUr. RAlUSDEN: The party that had it in 
Merthvr was the Q.L.P, The endorsed 
LabOl{r candidate aoked me if I could spare 
him some postal vote application forms 
because he could not get them. I am being 
as honest as the hon. member ·was. 

I\Ir. Power: I still say he did not get 
them from the Electoral Office. 

I\1r. RAI\1SDEN: I do not care where he 
!lOt them. 

lUr. Power: He could have had them 
over from last year. I had some over from 
last year myself. (Laughter). 

I\Ir. RAJUSDEN: That may be so. I 
am not holding any brief for the A.L.P. but 
I know that the endorsed Labour candidate 
and I had both applied for application 
forms and had bPen told they were not 
available. The >ery day we got them I 
called at a house to leave one and th<' 
woman said, ''I filled one in last week.'' It 
was not for the A.L.P. or the Liberals and 
there were only three candidates. The postal 
vote system has got out of hand and the 
only way to ensure that justice is done is to 
take all postal vote applications out of the 
hands of all political parties, including the 
Liberal Party. 

I\Ir. Davies: How would you do it? 

Mr. RAI\ISDEN: It can be done. 

I\1r. Davies: Tell us. 

I\Ir. RAI\ISDEN: Nobody has to go around 
filling in application forms for Common­
wealth Scholartihips for people or for those 
who want to take out education awards and 
nobody needs to tout for postal votes. I use 
the word "tout" advisedly. The whole 
postal vote system should be revised and 
taken out of the hands of all political parties. 
It should be left entirely to the electoral 
office and the returning officers. I suggest 
further that it be made an offence for any 
person other than a member of the family 
to pick up a postal vote. 

The secrecy of the ballot through the 
postal vote in Queensland has almost been 
destroyed. After the primary count in 
Merthyr in the last election, I had a very 
small majority-I think about 182-and 
although some 750 votes were outstanding, 
both my opponents came to me and said, 
"Congratulations! You have won." I could 
not quite see why as there were so many 
postal votes outstanding. The amazing part 
)I it was that both candidates were able to 

tell me within 20 how many postal votes 
were cast in their :favour. When the return­
ing officer opened those votes and recorded 
them there was a discrepancy of 25 at the 
most. 

I\Ir. Lloyd: How many out were you? 

lUr. RAMSDEN: I was well out. 

I\Ir. Lloyd: Would not you say they would 
be able to assess it from their experience at 
previous elections~ 

~Ir. RAI\ISDEN: Of course they can 
assess it because thev go to the homes. I 
have seen it donP m;d I have heard of its 
being done. They say, ''Here is an applica­
tion form. Fill it in. We will return it to 
the returning officer.'' They knmY very wen 
at what time and by IYhich mail the postnl 
vote will be received and a representative of 
the Party is there ready to pick it up. If 
any hon. member wants to argue on thnt, I 
can instance a phonP call I had from one 
:family asking me if a certain gentleman 
was authorised by the Liberal Party to pick 
up postal votes as he had been round that 
morning claiming that he had been. V{ e had 
no-one at that time pieking up votes. I 
draw that to the attention of the 2\1:ini~ter 
for Justice. 

An A.L.P. lliember: You will be 
a wake-up yourself now. 

JUr. RAI\ISDEN: I am awake to the hon. 
member. 

lllr. Lloyd: You would not have won 
it if you had done anything about it. 

Mr. RAJIISDEN: That is very funny, in 
view of the next commPnts I should like to 
make. For years now the Liberal candidate 
has been defeated on postal votes. I have 
the figures issued by the returning officer for 
the electoral district of Merthyr. Do not tell 
me that we are here on a minority vote. I 
shall save hon. members opposite the trouble 
of making interjections. Of the ordinary 
votes polled at polling booths I received 36.66 
per cent., but under Section 71-the postal 
votes we are talking about--my average 
dropped almost 10 per .cent. to 27.76 per 
cent. It is amazing to consider that when the 
voters go to the polling booth where every­
thing is open and above board the figure is 
36.66 yet when they vote in the privacy of 
their own homes my majority drops by nearly 
10 per cent! It bears out my grave 
suspicions. 

Let me point to another abuse again borne 
out by documentary evidence. We were told 
this moming, I think by the Leader of the 
Opposition, that onc2 a postal vote was issued 
a voter could not get another vote. I agree 
with what he said. However, he can get 
another vote, as a matter of fact. It 
happened here. Somebody drew a postal vote 
only to go somewhere else and vote absentee. 

I\1r. Lloyd: There must hav~ been a 
mistake on the part of the returmng officer. 
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Mr. RA~ISDEN: There was a mistake, 
and the returning officer has advised me of 
the mistake. 

The hon. member for :Mundingburra 
referred to the high percentage in T'owns­
ville. He said that 1 in 15 were sick, aged, 
infirm, or, to use his own words, pregnant. 
Again referring to the official figures from the 
returning officer, out of a total enrolment of 
8603 for the electoral district of :Merthyr 497 
people were either sick, aged, infirm, or 
pregnant. In other words, 1 in every 17 or 
18 people on the roll .came within that cate­
gory. 

Plural voting is another abuse I wish to 
refer to. I do not know what the :Minister 
for Justice can do about it. Like the Bulimba 
fraud, you know it is there, but it is hard to 
drive home a charge. I have a page and a 
half from the returning officer showing that 
in the small electorate of :Merthyr there were 
30 people who voted in two centres. 

I venture to suggest that most of these 
people who did vote plural were not my 
supporters. I do not know exactly what we 
can do to stop it. While on the matter of 
abuses, I might mention another one. Up to 
and including the 1956 election the Labour 
Party was determined that no matter what 
happened they had to hold power. I know 
that from my experience as a defeated 
candidate at that election. During the 1957 
election there was a vast change. I do not 
know whether I may be telling family secrets, 
but the position was this: I had two Labour 
opponents and one of them said to me. "If 
we cannot get in I hope you win.'' I com­
mend him for his good thinking. The other 
party said the same thing. vVhen we were 
to .come to the returning officer's count my 
political opponents were warning me to watch 
for all sorts of things in order to make sure 
that I was not done out of my seat. I shall 
tell the House what some of these things were. 

lUr. Davies: I heard about this: they 
said it was a great joke. 

~Ir. RA~ISDEN: It must have been a 
great joke. One of the parties warned me 
to make sure that the envelopes containing 
the votes had not been steamed open. One of 
them said, ''You want to watch, when they 
steam them open and the vote is against the 
Party they want to get in they either 
deliberately mark it so that it will be counted 
as informal or they forget to witness it." 

Mr. Power: Is that the way you won the 
election~ 

~Ir. RAMSDEN: In the returning 
officer's office one of the other parties 
challenged the postal vote date stamp on an 
envelope. He said to the returning officer, 
"I want you to check that date on the 
envelope containing the ballot against the date 
on the brown envelope, because a vote is ruled 
out of order if posted after the due date.'' 
According to the Act there was no way in 
which the returning officer could open the 

white envelope and check the date (on the 
brown envelope). Under the Act it has to 
be returned to the Clerk of Parliament (in 
the sealed white envelope). 

I was warned to watch where the votes 
had been cast in pencil and make sure they 
had not been obliterated ancl another name 
written in. These things were calmly told to 
me by members of the opposing party in the 
hope that I would win the seat. The hon. 
member for Baroona says, ''Is that how you 
won the election~'', to which I can say, 
''That is how the Labour Party held power 
for 25 years.'' 

lUr. Davies: Why not bring in sworn 
statements, instead of this idle prattle9 

~Ir. RAJUSDEN: It has become idle 
banter only since the split in the Opposition. 

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
seemed to be very worried about the redis­
tribution of electorates. 

lUr. Lloyd: I have not spoken. 

JUr. RAiliSDEN: It may have been the 
hon. member for Bremer. The statement 
was that the Government were deliberately 
delaying the redistribution, that we were too 
frightened to touch it and that we would 
have no part of it. It is a very weighty 
subject, not to be dealt with lightly. The 
Government will give it the serious thought 
warranted by such an important subject, but 
I assure hon. members opposite that when 
the Government do the job there will be no 
weighting of electorates in favour of any 
party. 

~Ir. Uoyd: Tell us about gerry­
mandering. 

Mr. RA~ISDEN: I am sorry that I can­
not d,o that. No pupil can teach his master. 

I draw the :Minister's attention to what 
my returning officer described as a ludicrous 
state of affairs. Section 48 (2) of the 
Act reads-

'' After every election the returning 
officer shall pay to each of the candidates 
who has duly retired from his candidature 
or who has been returned without a poll, 
or who has declared a number of votes 
equal at least to such fifth part whether 
he is declared elected or not, all moneys 
so paid by or for him.'' 

That sounds sensible, but it is not as sel!-­
sible as it appears because frequently candi­
dates cannot pers'onally lodge the~r deposit 
money. A candidate will say to h1s brother 
or campaign director or someone else, '' Whe.n 
you are in town, will you J?ay my depos1t 
for me~" The campaign duector or some 
other person pays the deposit, but after the 
election the campaign director does not 
receive the refund; it goes direct to the 
candidate. 

Opposition Members interjected. 
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lUr. RAlliSDEN: From the many inter­
jections it is clear that the A.L.P. got all the 
refunds. 

IIIr. KEYATTA (Townsville) (3.14 p.m.): 
After listening to hon. members opposite 
I have learned quite a deal about the d.evious 
ways of interfering with ballots. I did not 
imagiNe that the human mind could conceive 
as many devices as that. I am satisfied I 
am in the kindergarten class. It is amazing 
that I have ever succeeded in winning an 
election. 

Government members give much advice, but 
rarely practise what they preach. They have 
mentioned the shortcomings of the present 
system and incidents that have occurred from 
time to time, but have not instituted steps 
to correct that state of affairs. The Govern­
ment, of course, have been in office for a 
short time only but Opposition members will 
watch with interPst whichever steps they may 
take to remedy the faults. Quite a deal has 
been said about the creation of a fear com­
plex. The greatest threat is Press ad.Ycrtise­
ments, radio broadcasts and other means of 
publicit~- arranged by hon. mcmbeTs opposite. 
This propaganda is having a devastating 
effect on the minds of the people. Advertise­
ments in newspapers appear over the signa­
ture of the campaign director of the party 
concerned. We on this side of the Chamber 
are not offenders in this respect to any 
great extent. The Act lays it down speci­
fically that not more than a certain amount 
shall be spent on advertising but hon. mem­
be-rs opposite havA spent not hundreds but 
thousands of pounds in this way. What are 
they going to do about the fear thev put 
into the minds of the people by their broad.­
easts ~ That is something that will have to 
be conected. 

There is another matter, one that concerns 
seasonal or casual workers who have perhaps 
left the district in which they were living 
and whose names appear on the rolls. In 
my electorate, because of businesses closed 
down and for other reasons, hundreds of 
electors were deprived of their votes. In 
mm1y cases people removed to another stTeet 
in the electorate. I checked and found 
that 18 had moved from one street to another 
and although their names appeared on the 
roll they were not living at the ad.dress 
given. There were 800 electors erased from 
the Townsville roll at the last election, but 
the amazing thing is that one by the name 
of Charles Clevel:md Giffin who was senior 
vice-president of the Liberal Party in Towns­
ville had shifted from Hale Street 18 months 
before to another eleetomte in the Towns­
ville district, but his name was not erased 
from the roll. Row was it that his name was 
left on? I suppose you can place the blame 
for that at the door of the former Govern­
ment, but the onus is on the individual. 
He failed to carry out his obligations under 
the Art when he went to another electorate. 
His name was in the Townsville telephone 

book after he had moved to another electorate. 
Re wanted to vote against me and under the 
Act he could claim a vote. 

~Ir. Power: You could have lodged an 
objection if his name was on the roll. 

~Ir. KEYATTA: We did. Doubtless, in 
addition to the ease of Charles Giffin, there 
were many others. As I s'ly, 800 names were 
erased from the TO>Ynsville roll. 

JUr. Dewar: There will be a lot more 
next time. 

lUr. KEYATTA: And Townsville will 
become a much stronger electorMe, to the 
sorrow of the hon. members opposite. In 
the 181; years that I have been in Pm·lia­
ment, at 'every election it has been thought 
that I would be defcate<l. However, I am 
still here. 

Nothing affects the liberty of the subject 
more than tactic' th~t m·e dcsigHed to intimi­
dnte the people and make them afraid. The 
greatest offenders ::~re the professional pro­
pagandists whose services can be boc~ght by 
hon. members opposite. I suplJ0.3C thd 90 
per cent. of the people who are influenced 
bY their intimidatorY tactics are supporters 
of the Australian L~bour Party. 

JUr. Pizzey: What happened when you 
lodged your objection? 

llir. KEYATTA: I do not know whether 
we got a reply. The man whose name I men­
tioned-he is a member of the hon. gentle­
man 'b party-should have set a better 
example. Re is our butr.her and we know 
him very well. Re exercised a vote which 
should have been in another electorate. 
He should have transferred to another elec­
toral roll within a month, but his name was 
on the Tmmsville roll for 18 months after 
he left the electorate. By a strange coinci­
dence it was not erased when the other 800 
name~ were. I would not have raised this 
matter but for the charges that were made 
in such a subtle way by members of the 
Government. 

~Ir. GARD:XER (Rockhampton) (3.24 
p.m.) : I compliment the Minister on his 
elevation to Cabinet rank. At the outset, I 
should like to say a few words on electoral 
reform. In spite of what many of us may say 
in the heat of an election fight, generally 
speaking all those who have been associated 
with politics over a number of years appre­
ciate the excellent work that has been done 
by electoral officers throughout the State. 

Members of past Labour Governments 
should never feel downhearted or disturbed at 
their opponents' criticism. They have done 
well in keeping up to elate the electoral legis­
lation of the State and giving the people 
every voting facility and privilege. It all 
comes back to the presumption that in this 
modern age the people are sufficiently edu­
cated to understand the meaning of the 
Elections Acts. 
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It is rather disturbing to hm·e people like 
the hon. member for Merthyr suggesting 
changes in the handling of postal votes. Hon. 
members are aware of the difficulties. It is 
no good the Liberal Party suggesting that 
Labour men are behind the scenes with postal 
votes. It is not so in my electorate and I 
do not think it is so in the electorate of a11y 
other Labour member. It can be said 
that the Liberal Party has led the way 
in the field of working in the interests of 
postal voters. Aged people and other work­
ers support Labour principles just as some 
who require postal votes support the Liberal 
Party, and they all want the system to be 
fair. 

What is wrong with the facilities provided 
by the Act? All petty criticisms and argu­
ments must be considered very carefully and 
acted on judiciously, if at all. In most cases 
they lack foundation and cannot stand up to 
tests. Labour's opponents have been unable 
to point to any serious anomalies or weak­
ne·;.ses because of the numbering of ballot 
papers. I have never heard that anyone was 
greatly interested in the numbers. Scrutineers 
are interested in having the figure placed 
against the name of the candidate, but there 
is no re:tson to doubt the honesty of purpose 
in a general way of returning officers, presiding 
officers and poll clerks. Mistakes can be made, 
but over the years they have been very few, and 
they have been bona fide. The officers have done 
a magnificent job throughout the State. In 
the hent of electioneering, many statements 
are made. Electoral officers hnve no protec­
tion wlmtever agninst criticism bv the repre­
sentatives of political parties nnd candidates. 

In the last election at Rockhampton I wns 
very distmbed at the attitude of my opponent 
nml some of his colleagues, especi:1lly when 
Mr. Duggan was there. They waved two 
nffidavits at the public meeting and clnblPd 
that the Queensland Labour Party had 
received postal 1·otes from inmates of a bene­
volent institution there on false pretences. I 
refuted it in the Press. Everything that was 
done wn; clone in accordance with the Act. 

People get up on public platforms and 
make all sorts of statements about some­
thing being wrm1g. The officer in charge on 
this ocr:1sion was a police magistrate, a 
public servant of 40 years' standing. Would 
he be sufficiently interested in Gardner or 
Fraser or :'lfrs.' Pilbeam to place his own 
job in jeop;udy? Unfortunately the official 
who is acting in the best interests of this 
great democratic institution to enable the 
people of the State to exercise their right 
of frnnchise has no redress. The stigma is left 
and nfter the election is over nothing is done 
about it-no apologies are tendered. That is 
the only matter I wished to raise. I think all 
other points have been thoroughly thrashed 
out. I have yet to learn from hon. members 
opposrte why Labour should feel in any way 
disappointed about the legislation enncted 
over a period of years for the benefit of the 
people of the State. 

lUr. LLOYD (Kedron) (3.32 p.m.) : I am 
very glad to see that the hon. member for 
Kelvin Grove is still in the Chamber. For his 
edification I shall read from the Queensland 
Statutes of 1884 to 1887-

, 'An Act to Consolidate and Amend the 
Laws relating to Parliamentary Elections 
nnd to make better Provision for Prevent­
ing Corrupt Practices at such Elections.'' 

The Elections Act of 1R85, assented to on 
19 October, 1885, very clearly stated that it 
was introduced to prevent corrupt practices 
at elections. Section 71 reads-

'' The presiding officer shall then, and 
before delivery of the bnllot paper to the 
elector, fold down the corner of the paper 
so as to entirely conceal the number so 
written, and shall securely fasten the fold 
\Yith gum or otherwise in such a n1anner 
that the number cannot be discovered 
without unfastening the fold.'' 

It may be very informative to hon. members 
opposite if I tell them that that legislation 
was introduced in 1885 hy Sir Samuel 
Griffiths. The Australian Labour Party were 
not elected as the Government of Queensland 
until 1915. If there is anything wrong with 
1mmbering ballot papers, it seems that Sir 
Samuel Griffiths wa'' the perpetrator of the 
wrongful practice. That effe~;tively disposes 
of the point raised by the hon. member for 
Kelvin Grove when he referred to it as a 
practice intTOduced by the Australian Labour 
Party. Indeed it was introduced by Sir 
Samuel Griffiths, a representative of the 
predecessors of hon. members opposite. The 
hon. member for Kelvin GroYe agreed with 
the Minister-and I also agree-that there 
have not been arw incidents shown \VhCTe the 
numbering of baiiot papers has destroyed the 
secrecy of the vote. Why all the talk about 
fear unless they themselves are the people 
who have nttempted to destroy this 
democratic right, as Hitler did, by introduc­
ing a fear complex into the minds of the 
public as a whole and at the same time 
attempting to secure politic~l capital out of 
legislation which was introduced by their 
predecessors~ The hon. member for Merthyr 
made a number of irresponsible statements, 
one of which was in relation to postal votes. 
I doubt the truth of his nllegations which 
cannot be substantiated. The hon. member 
made a number of statements about the 
majority which the Austmlian Labour 
Party received in pnst elections from postal 
votes. The postal vote is generally exer­
cised by the sick nnd the nged section 
of the communit:·. It is generally recog­
nised that this section traditionally votes 
Labour. At Grovely, in my electorate, I 
received 769 votes compared with 104 for the 
Liberal Party. At Kedron I got a minority 
vote. There are two different types of 
voters. The same applies to absentee voting. 
I had a slight majority over the Liberal 
Party. Wild statements were made by the 
hon. member for Kelvin Grove and the hon. 
member for Merthyr, but let us be factual 
and truthful and get down to the basis of 
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our State electoral laws. Running right 
through that legislation is the principle that 
nothing shall obstruct an elector in the 
exercise of his entitlement to a vote. There 
shall be no obstruction by a presiding officer, 
a returning officer or any other person. It 
is essential that that should be considered 
carefully before any amendment is made to 
our electoral laws. That salient feature of 
our legislation-that nothing shall obstruct 
the elector in the exercise of his entitlement 
to a vote-must be maintained. There is 
one important feature which I wish to bring 
before the notice of the Minister in relation 
to the casting of absent vote". In the past 
it has not been the practlce of the State 
Electoral Office to open on Saturday morn­
ing. People work during thP week and hav­
ing Saturday off they come to town, and it 
should be possible for them to cast their 
vote in the city. Of course they can go to 
the returning officer in their electorate but 
this other facility should be provided. I 
suggest to the Minister that he give serious 
consideration to the opening of the electoral 
ofhce on Saturdays during the election 
campaign, in order to give the people that 
additional facility to cast an absent vote. In 
man~- cases people leave the State and never 
cast a vote. They find that they cannot make 
application for a postal vote. If they were 
given this extra facility it would be a great 
advantage to them. 

Government members have not followed 
tradition by raiSmg gerrymandering of 
State electoral boundaries. Their state­
ments have rebounded, and they have come 
to realise that the present system is not too 
bad after all. They have been returned as 
the Government on a minority vote. Hon. 
members who can cast their minds back 
several sessions will remember speaker after 
speaker of the then Opposition raising the 
subject of gerrymandering in this State. I 
shall give an example of it in South 
Australia. Mr. Stevens, the hon. member 
for Port Adelaide in the South Australian 
Legislative Assembly, who visited this Par­
liament, informed me that there are 33,000 
electors in that electorate. He secures a 
greater vote than the combined vote of the 
six members of the South Australian 
Cabinet who are members of the Legislative 
Assembly. After all there was some semblance 
of electoral honesty under the previous 
Government. They instituted an honest form 
of electoral distribution. The Government 
having been returned on a minority vote 
should be pleased with the system of dis­
tribution here compared with the system in 
South Australia. The example I have given 
indicates dishonesty in State boundaries in 
South Australia and failure of that Govern­
ment to uphold the traditional system of 
democracy. 

I should think the Minister will administer 
the Acts as they have been administered in 
the past, that he will endeavour to maintain 
a system that will ensure adequate repre­
<;entation for the residents of country and 

metropolitan electorates. I believe he will 
institute a system capable of the closest 
scrutiny in the interests of stable govern­
ment such as Queensland has enjoyed in the 
past. 

Jtir. DEWAR (Chermside) (3.42 p.m.): 
The hon. member for Kedron paused during 
his speech. His tongue was so far into his 
cheek that he bit it. He went to great pains 
to prove something about the electoral 
boundaries in South Australia. He need 
have no fear that Government members are 
not thinking about gerrymandering. The 
subject has been discussed by them at 
length and action ·will be taken in due 
course. There is no need to talk about it; 
we are in the box seat and in a position to 
do something about it, and hon. members 
opposite can rest assured that we will do 
something about it. 

The hon. member for Kedron said that 
legislation for the numbPTing of ballot 
papers was introduced by Sir Samuel 
Griffith in 1885. Hon. members opposite do 
not frequently emulate action taken in 1885, 
but it suits them on this matter to do so. 
I do not care whether Sir Samuel Griffith or 
anyone else introduced the system in 1885; 
if it stinks, it stinks, and that is all there 
is to it. The fact that the previous Govern­
ment perpetuated the policy proves that it 
was to their advantage. 

As far as I know, Queensland is the only 
State where ballot papers are numbered, and 
there is only one reason for it-to create a 
fear complex in the average citizen that 
someone, somewhere, at some time will find 
out how he voted. That is the only reason 
why numbers are kept on the ballot papers 
in this State. It is the fear complex that 
has existed under Labour Governments who 
keep the screws on people in every walk of 
life. They were able to create in the minds 
of the people the thought of intimidation 
that somebody could find out how a 
person voted. I know that the system is 
sound and that no one can touch a ballot 
paper except under the instruction of a 
Supreme Court Judge. I know that, but 
the man in the street does not know it. He 
has the fear and there is no way you can 
dispel that fear from his mincl. The sys­
tem has worked to the advantage of the 
Australian Labour Party, because a man who 
was prepared to vote against Labour was 
not game enough to do so, becau::e of the 
fear that somebody in the Government could 
find out how he voted. I shall do every­
thing in my power to see that the number­
ing of ballot papers is not continued. Have 
hon. members ever heard of election scan­
dals in the other States~ Have they ever 
heard of election scandals in the Federal 
sphere~ No, yet in the other States and 
in the Commonwealth there is no system of 
numbering. They do not need them. There 
has been no electoral problem arising as a 
result of elections in those States. The 
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Australian Labour Party with bogies of 
fraud and rigging of ballots have created 
the present position. 

There has been a great deal of talk 
about the problems of postal voting and 
again I say that I shall do everything in 
my power to see that there is a correction 
of the methods employed round hospitals in 
regard to voting by patients. I draw your 
attention, Mr. Taylor, to the scandal that 
took place at the Diamantina Hospital this 
year. A woman associated with the col­
lection of the forms and the finalisation of 
ballot papers on behalf of the Liberal P:crty, 
who lives in my electorate, a woman of the 
highest possible character, told me that when 
she. went there the first day to collect appli­
ca twns for postal votes an old m an was 
sitting up in bed quivering and distressed. 
She told him who she was and who she 
represented and he said, ''Thank God you 
have come at last. I have been sitting here 
for a week watching the corruption going 
on in this institution. We have seen the 
stooges and hangers-on of the Labour Party 
not only collecting applications to deliver 
postal votes but forging the signatures of 
old men on them. They have also forged 
signatures on the postal votes." That is 
the type of corruption that went on and 
I shall use every effort to see that it is 
"·iped out of the electoral system. 

Hon. A. W. }IUNRO (Toowong-
Minister for Justice) (3.49 p.m.): We have 
had a most interesting debate on this vote 
and that is as it should be because I cannot 
think of any particular subject of more 
importance for the preservation of our 
democracy, than that we should have fairness 
and cleanness in electoral matters. How 
could we expect the people to have confi­
dence in this Parliament if they are not 
assured that our electoral laws are as fair 
and clean as it is practicable to make them~ 

This afternoon various points of view have 
been put from both sides of the Committee. 
On occasions they have been put rather 
vigorously. Notwithstanding that there may 
at times have been a little repetition, the cases 
for and against have been put very soundly. 
In the short time left to me I should like 
to supplement my remarks on this subject 
during the debate on the Chief Office Vote 
by reviewing briefly the more important 
issues that have been discussed. 

The first matter to which I should like 
to refer is the rather contentious one of the 
numbering of ballot papers. In discussing 
it at an earlier stage I conceded that there 
were some advantages as well as disadvan­
tages in it. However, I strongly support 
the view that has since been expressed 
very vigorously from this side of the 
Committee that there is a great dis­
advantage in it because undoubtedly many 
people in the community fear that it may 
result in violating the secrecy of the ballot. 
The electoral laws of the Commonwealth and 
the other States work quite well without the 

numbering of ballot papers. I do not intend, 
off the cuff, to make any announcement of 
Government policy on this matter, but I 
shall express my own views in fairly general 
terms. We must approach this subject with 
an open mind. If we can get rid of the 
evil of having some people very timid about 
casting their votes, we must do so. At the 
same time, it is necessary for us to study the 
procedure of the Commonwealth and the 
other States to see whether, if we do dispense 
with the numbering of ballot papers, we can 
still be assured that there is an adequate 
safeguard against fraud. 

Mr. Davies: What percentage of the 
people do you think are really affected by the 
numbering of ballot papers~ 

~Ir. l'IIUNRO: I have been practising as 
a chartered accountant for far too long to 
state a percentage off-hand. However, 
enough people are affected by a fear complex 
to make us dispense with the numbering of 
ballot papers if we can po8sibly do so. We 
·want to evolve a system whereby we can 
get rid of the numbering of ballot papers but 
Temain reasonably sure that we have every 
practicable safeguard against fraud. 

l'lir. Power: Can we take it that you will 
not do anything about removing the numbers 
until you get another system~ 

Mr. MUNRO: I would not say that, but 
in the process of removing the numbers we 
will consider every practical method of 
retaining proper safeguards. For example, 
there is the initialling of ballot papers by 
tile presiding officer before they are handed 
out. That might be a better safeguard than 
the numbering of the ballot papers. One 
thing that concerns me greatly is the handl­
ing of the ballot papers before they are 
issued to the elector. Numbering is quite 
useful at that stage. It would be a safe­
guard to have the ballot papers printed in 
books with numbered butts. Of course, no 
distinguishing number would appear on the 
ballot papers. 

Mr. Power: How would you check fraud 
in that way~ 

Mr. l'IIUNRO: I have not the time to 
answer too many questions. 

Another matter that was raised was postal 
rating. It was referred to by the Leader of 
the Opposition, the hon. member for 
Munrlingburra, the hon member for Cherm­
side, and other speakers. It is a difficult 
problem. We must make pTOvision for people 
who through illness or other causes cannot 
vote in person. I do not think there is very 
much wrong with existing provisions. 

Mr. Power: I do not know how you are 
going to improve on them. 

l'IIr. }IUNRO: We may be able to 
improve on the way they are carried out. 
A balance must be struck. There have been 
some questionable practices with pestal 
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voting and as far as possible they should be 
discontinued. On the other hand, we do not 
want to bring in a whole series of regula­
tions and practices, like having butchers 
make out meat dockets, making the system so 
complex as to be unworkable. However, con­
sideration will be given to all the points that 
have been raised. 

Jlir. Davies: No matter what you did 
judging by what we have heard today therd 
would always be someone who would be able 
to think of a way out of it. 

lUr. lUUNRO: That may be so, but the 
whole history of the making of laws and the 
perfecting of administration has been to con­
centrate on finding means of dealing with 
the rogue without making the path too 
difficult for the honest man. 

I say unequivocally that if we can find a 
practicable way of getting them, uniform rolls 
for Commonwealth and State purposes will be 
a great advantage. Again, I know the diffi­
culties. As the hon. member for Baroona 
pointed out, uniform rolls will not give very 
much relief without uniform boundaries. It 
would be very simple to make the boundaries 
uniform but that would have other disadvan­
tages. We may have to compromise a little 
and adopt the practice of the other States 
that have the one roll for both purposes. 

Finally, I thank hon. members for their 
contribution and I express my appreciation 
to all the members of my department. 
If I am permitted to do so on this Vote, 
I include all the officers of the Department 
of Justice, not merely those in the Electoral 
office. It makes the work of the public 
servant much harder to have ne\Y members of 
a Ministry taking over. By and large the 
departmental heads have adhered to the 
highest traditions of the Public Service. 
They have endeavoured to leave their politics 
at home. The ship has changed direction 
somewhat and the change of Government has 
created new problems, and placed greater 
burdens on them. They have risen to the 
occasion and helped to the best of their 
ability. 

At 4 p.m., 

The CHAIRJUAN: Order! Under the 
provisions of the Sessional Order agreed to by 
the House on 29 October, I shall now put 
the questions necessary for the Vote under 
consideration and for the balance remaining 
unvoted for the Department of Justice. 

The questions for the following Votes were 
put, and agreed to:-

Department of Justice- £ 

Electoral Registration 134,553 
Balance of Department, 

Consolidated Revenue and 
Trust and Special Funds 1,202,318 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Hon. J. A. HEADING (Marodian­
Minister for Public Works and Local Gov­
ernment) (4.1 p.m.): I move-

'' That £153,546 be granted for 'Depart­
ment of Public Works and Local Govern­
ment-Chier Offuce '.'' 

llir. Aikens: Not half enough. 

lUr. HEADING: I agree with the inter­
jection. On three occasions the Estimates were 
cut because of the restriction of loan moneys 
and revenue. I for one would have been very 
happy to spend much more money in this 
department between now and the end of the 
financial year. Unfortunately the money is 
not available so this time I agree with the 
hon. member for Mundingburra. It is 
appropriate that I should refer to the work 
done by the department in the last financial 
year. The Committee will realise, of course, 
that I was not responsible for the work done 
during the year but I am responsible for 
giving a report on the department's opera­
tions over that period. 

The Department of Public ·work.~ is the 
building constructing authority for all State 
Government departments, apart from the 
Railway Department which has its own con­
struction organisation. We work in the 
closest co-operation with other departments. 
Let me clear up one misunderstanding. Many 
peoplP think that because the department is 
not building a police station in one centre or 
a school in another centre, it is not helping 
the areas concerned. The department for 
which we build give their views on what work 
should receive priority. We discuss school 
construction with the Department of Educa­
tion so that we will have their opinion about 
what school buildings should receive priority. 

M:r. Wood: Do you believe that the 
Department of Education should have their 
own separate works department) 

lUr. HEADING: Definitely not. I used 
to think that before I beeame Minister for 
Public Works. I have changed my mind 
since I have taken over the portfolio, par­
ticularly because the co-operation between the 
two departments has increased in recent 
months. 

Mr. Wood: In what way has it increased? 

Mr. HEADING: Because we consult one 
another. I remember the time when if you 
went to the Department of Education about a 
matter they would tell you to go to the 
Department of Public Works. They did not 
like to do the asking. The position has 
changed today. We have constant consulta­
tion between the two departments. We 
discuss the desirability of erecting new 
schools. It is not I or my department who 
decides the priority. We build to the require­
ments of the department affected. We build 
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for all departments with the exception of the 
Railway Department. The department is 
responsible for thP design and construction 
of new public buildings, additions, and im­
provements to existing buildings, as well as 
for the maintenance m1d serv.1cing of existing 
Government buildings. W!hen you realise that 
is done all over Queensland you will realise 
what a big job it is. In the main the depart­
ment's building activities extend to all parts 
of the State and are directed to the erection 
and maintenance of educational establish­
ments, Government hospitals, maternity hos­
pitals, court houses, police stations and to the 
provision and maintenance of administrative 
offices for the housing of the various Govern­
ment departments throughout the State, T11e 
total amount expended on buildings uming 
the :vear was £3,646,462, and £3,56:3,178 was 
expended during the previous tinancial vear. 
Having regard to building conditions gener­
ally, such an expenditure indic~Jes that a 
heavy programme of building construction 
and maintenance has been carried out. Of 
the total amount expended on buildings a sum 
of £2,114,615 was expended in providing 
accommodation for edu,catiowtl requirements 
representing 58 per cent. of the total expendi­
ture on buildings. 

Jir. Wood: Would you give an indication 
of how many teachers' dwellings were con­
structed this year~ 

lUr. HEADING: I can give those figures 
now. Did the hon. gentleman say residences~ 

li'Ir. Wood: Yes. 

lUr. HEADING: An amount of £60,000 
has been allocated on this Department's 
1957-1958 Loan Programme for tbe provision 
of school residences. Nineteen CAutres have 
been selected to date by the Department of 
Education at which it is de~ired- erection of 
residences be commenced during the current 
iinancial year. The position with respect to 
these centres is as follow~ :-Tenders have 
already been accepted for Uloyna, Balaclava, 
Mothar Mt., Magnolia, Dalcouth, Shirbourne, 
and Yerra, making a total of seven. 'fenders 
are being accepted for Brigalow and .Jackson. 
Plans and specifications are being developed 
for the purposes of calling tenders for 
Benarkin, Laravale, Peachester, Yorkeys 
Knob, Bowenville, Mirriwinni, Berrembea, 
Cedar Pocket, Bushy Creek and Cannon 
Valley, a total of 10. The total altogether is 
19, and in addition a re~idence has been pur­
chased at Aratula. We have built other 
houses fori 'other departments besides the 
Education Department. More than once, 
when sitting on the Opposition benches, I 
asked the Government why they were not able 
to bnild more residences for school teachers. 
Last year they built about two and other 
years they built four or iive or six, yet at the 
same time they were building hundreds of 
houses round the city. I wondered why they 
could not build houses for school teachers 
who occupy a fairly high position in the com­
munity, and were expected to live in any old 
house. We set out to build houses for school 

teachers. This year we speeded it up to 19 
or 20 with the house that 11·c bought. Next 
year we hope to increase thnt number 
greatly. Owing to the shortage of loan funds 
and the necessity to provide accommodation 
for primary schools and State High schoolc, it 
has not been possible to meet the require­
ments of all the Departments. Imleed, wifi1in 
the priority work of ,chools it has been 
necessary to coniine expenditure largely to the 
provision of basic classroom accommodation. 
One of the difficultiP:> "·a, the short~ ge of 
Sluvevors. In addition to our own architects 
we h;ve employed outside :Jrchitects. E'.'ery 
action is being taken in tHder to improve the 
position. I hope that next ,.Pnr ,,·e .hall get 
more monev for school hJuscs. Thi= >Yill be a 
dire necesiitv iu view of the T~te of inerr1se 
in the numbers of children Teaching school 
ag~c, and tho overcrowdecl shte o:i the ,;chools. 

Mr. DuTies: Do you think the prospects 
arc bright for getting that mono:;·? 

lUr. HEADING: "Sufficient unto the day 
is the evil thereof." I suggest that we v. ait 
and see. It will be notec1 that of the total 
expenditure on buildings of £3,646,462, the 
amount expended on State educational estab­
lishments was £2,114,615. School attendances 
continued to increase, and it has been necos· 
sary to erect new school buildings in various 
centres and to provide additional classroOI,lS 
at a large number of schools throughout the 
State. In recent years there has also ber n a 
great demand for accommocbtion for State 
high school purposes. This problem ~s increas­
ing every year. More students desue. se;:.on­
dary education, which menus more bmldmgs 
and more teachers, but I leaye the latter 
aspect to the Minister for Education. Twenty 
new primary schools were completed or und,er 
construction during the year, which is a very 
good effort. I hope the Governme~t. can 
improve on the iigure next year. Add1tional 
accommodation was proYided at 153 other 
primary schools, a total of 319 c~assrooms 
being provided. In addition extensiOns were 
made to classrooms at 18 primary schools. 

For a number of years there has been a 
considerable expansion in the provision of high 
school accommodation. A high school was 
completed at Camp Hill during the year and 
64 additional rooms were provided at 19 exist­
ing high schools. The total number of new 
classrooms at high schools was 71. 'l'he 
amount voted for school buildings during l:ne 
year 1956-1957 was £1,909,305. The actual 
expenditure on school buildings in that year 
was £2,114,615, or 10.8 per cent. more than 
the amount voted. This excess amount could 
only be provided by reducing expenditure on 
capital projects of other departments. 

.In addition to providing the buildings 
necessary to meet the edu<oational require­
ments throughout the State, provision has also 
been made to meet the urgent requirements 
of other Government departments, par­
ticularly Government hospitals and asylums, 
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:;tnd public buildings generally. A major pro­
Ject under construction is the North Queens­
land !'dental Hospital at Charters Towers. 
The .kitchen block is almost complete and work 
contmued on the chronic and senilP ward 
both of which are in an advanced stage of 
construction. 

Installation of water and sewerage is also 
well advanced. Owing to the restriction in 
loan funds, it was not possible to undertake 
the erection of the convale~cAnt ward last 
financial year, but work on this project was 
recently commenced. That job will be under­
taken this year. .H the Brisbane Mental 
Hospital the construction of the new block of 
buildings comprising the farm colony, is pro­
ceeding satisfactorily. The construction of 
a ward building for females at the Ipswich 
Mental Hospital is also proceeding satis­
factorily. New buildings are also being con­
structed at other mental hospitais. 

The maintenance of public builrlings con­
tinued to be an important feature of the 
department's work. A large proportion of 
public buildings in the various parts of the 
State are of timber frame construction. 
Regular inspections are undertaken and 
repairs and painting carried out to enstme 
that these buildings are kept in a Teasonable 
state of repair. In the past some of the 
people in charge of these buildings did not 
look after them and they got into a bad con­
dition. vVe are endeavouring to overcome 
that. Queensland is divided into eight zones. 
Steps will be taken to sAe that these buildings 
are kept in a reasonable state of repah. 
That can be done if all officers do their job. 
In addition to the officers in charge of those 
zones the department employs inspectoTs. 

The department has continued its policy of 
connecting public buildings, particularly I 
schools to sewerage, where town sewerage sys­
tems are in operation and in other cases the 
installation of septic systems where the water 
supply is adequate and the absorptive capacity 
of the soil is satisfactorv. The number of 
installations completed or. under construction 
at schools and public buildings during the 
year was 46. In addition 15 other installa­
tions were authorised but were not commenced 
before the close of the financial vear. Out­
side the metropolitan area water" for septic 
systems is a problem. Unless water supply 
is satisfactory it is impossible to put in a 
septic system. The aim and objective of the 
Department of Education and Department of 
Public Works is to install them wherever 
possible. 

To carry out its building programme satis­
factorily branches of the department are set 
up in those centres of the State which offer 
the best facilities for de-centralisation. Each 
district office maintains its own day-labour 
staff of building trade operatives. Workshops 
are maintained by the department at Ipswich 
Road and Hamilton, Brisbane, for the manu­
facture of joinery, furniture and equipment at 
schools and other public buildings. These 

workshops are equipped with modern wood­
working machinery and the quality and work­
manship of output is of a high standard equal 
to the requirements of the department. 

As an employer of labour, the department 
has at all times played its part in the train­
ing of apprentices in each branch of the 
building trade. The, intake of apprentices is 
proportionate to the number of journeymen 
employed in each particular trade, but the 
department endeavours to absorb the maxi­
mum number prescribed by the Apprentices 
and Minors Acts, 1929-1945. We are doing 
our share in the employment of apprentices 
and almost weekly I sign papers for appren­
tices to take up work. We only engage the 
number we are supposed to have in propor­
tion to the number of journeymen employed. 

The Sub-department of Immigration has 
continued to play an important part in the 
development of Queensland,. It is recpon­
sible for the reception on arrival, transitory 
a~commodation, welfare and after-care of 
British migrants who travel to Queensland 
under the Assisted Pa"sages Scheme for 
personal nominees and the various Queens­
land Government sponsored schemes. It also 
offers advice and guidance to all migrants 
both British and non-British who choose 
Queensland as the land of their adoption. 
The State Government, under its Group 
Nomination Schemes, by acting as sponsor, 
has attracted good types of migrants to 
Queensland who otherwise would not have the 
opportunity of migrating to Australia. 

This is a most interesting sub-department 
and we should care for it to the best of our 
ability. It is everybody's job to welcome 
new citizens to Queensland. We want to build 
up the population of Australia and in Queens­
land we should do our share to that encl. 
It is really everybody's job to see that the 
people who come to the State get an oppor­
tunity to make good. If people come here 
and make good they will write favourable 
reports to their relatives and friend,s and so 
encourage others to come here. We want 
people to come here and we want them to 
write home to Ray that the people of Aus­
tralia will give everyone who comes here a 
right royal welcome amongst friends. 

JUr. Davies: Don't you think that the 
Immigration Department in Queensland has 
done a good job over the last five or six 
years~ 

.Mr. HEADING: I have not said a word 
against the sub-department. Since I took 
over I can say that it has done an excellent 
job. I am not being critical of what the 
previous Government did. If I see that a 
department is doing a good job I say so, but 
I shall draw attention to some things that 
need correcting. 

The total expenditure for the year inclu­
sive of administration was £4,427,264. This 
sum was £128,464 in excess of the sum 
expended during the previous year. Of the 
total expenditure £1,068,697 was provided 
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from Consolidated Revenue, £3,082,150 from 
Loan Fund, £129,072 from Trust Fund and 
£14 7,345 by other departments. 

Building expenditure totalled £3,646,462. 
Of this amount, the sum of £2,760,981 was 
provided from Loan Fund, £645,192 from 
Consolidated Revenue, £129,072 from Trust 
Fund, and £111,217 by other departments. 

Building expenditure from Loan Funds 
was £84,758 less than the amount of 
£2,845,739 expend,ed in the :financial year 
1955-1956 from Loan Fund. 

The amount of £645,192 expended on the 
maintenance of Government buildings 
exceeded by £111,910 the amount so 
expended in the preceding :financial year. 
Expenditure from Consolidated Revenue for 
services to Government buildings during the 
:financial year 1956-1957 totalled £281,412, 
which sum was £18,779 in excess of the 
amount so expended during the previous 
:financial year. 

It will be noted that the total amount 
appropriated under the Chief Office Vote 
for the financial year 1957-1958, namely, 
£153,546, is £7,447 in excess ~f the amount 
so appropriated for the financral year 195?-
1957 which was £146,099. The increase rs 
acco~nted for by the fact that additional 
provision has been made to meet increased 
expenditure for salaries because of an 
increase in the number of officers being paid 
from Consolidated Revenue. 

The increase on this account is partly off­
set by a decrease in the provision required 
for items of contingency expenditure, par­
ticularly for lump-sum payment for thtJ cash 
equivalent of long-service leave. 

Dealing with salaries, the appropriation of 
£105,546 now requested is £12,247 in excess 
of that appropriated for 1956-1957, and 
£14,054 in excess of that expended in the 
past :financial year. The higher provision for 
salaries is required to meet increased salary 
payments due to the appointment of addi­
tional staff, award increases granted by the 
Industrial Court, and annual increments. 

The variation in staff whose salaries are 
paid from Consolidated Revenue is as 
under-

Provision made in 1957-1958 123 
Provision made for 1956-1957 . . 108 

Increase . . 15 
The additional staff is necessary to carry 
out the work of the department. 

On contingencies, the appropriation of 
£48,000 is £4,800 less than the sum of 
£52,800 provided for 1957-1958 and £2,601 
less than that expended for the past finan­
cial year. The decrease in the total amount 
required for contingencies is due in the main 
to the fact that an amount of £550 only is 
required for lump sum payments for the cash 
equivalent of long-service leave, wher·eas an 
amount of £4,700 was expended in 1956-1957. 
In addition a lesser amount is required for 
temporary assistance due to the retirement 

of two temporary officers last year and their 
replacement by permanent staff. The decrease 
on these accounts is partly offset by pro­
vision being made for the purchase of a 
motor vehicle for use by the electrical and 
mechanical branch of the department and 
also for increase in general items of Con­
tingency expenditure. 

Increases and decreases in the Contingency 
estimates are as follows:-

Decreases- £ £ 
Cash equivalent of long-

service leave 4,150 
Temporary assistance 850 

5,000 
Incre'::tses-

Purchase of motor vehicle 1,000 
Purchase of stationery, etc. 400 
Pay-roll tax 250 
Incidentals 200 

Sundry small increases and 
decreases-

Net increase 550 
2,400 

Net decrease £2,600 
'-----

At this stage I intend to ~ay something 
about what I found when I took over control 
of the Department of Public Works. I :find 
it neces'ary to say it, particularly as hon. 
members opposite hold themselves up as the 
champions of the workers. :B'irstly, I shall 
refer to the conditions that I found in the 
department. 

lUr. Keyatta: Be fair, be kind. 

Mr. HEADING: I intend to be kind to 
the workers, whom I represent. The people 
of Queensland are now beginning to realise 
that the Tory Government, as hon. members 
opposite refer to us, arl' looking after the 
iWrkers much better than Labour did. If hon. 
members opposite do not believe that, I ask 
those who have not visited the kitchen in 
this building to do so. Let them 
have a look at what the workers in 
the kitchen have had to put up with for 
years. When I was on , the Refresh­
ment Rooms Committee, Mr. Chalk, 
Mr. Plunkett and I tried to have something 
done about the conditions in the kitchen. 
I wrote a letter on behalf of the committee 
and, described the conditions as appalling. 
The Premier agreed they were unsatisfactory. 
The architect's estimate of bringing the 
kitchen up to date, including a Temprite 
for cooling beer was just over £7,000. Sur­
prisingly enough, all that came of it was 
that the Temprite was installed to cool the 
beer-an indication of how the minds of 
some people work. The staff were left to 
work in a smoky, sooty kitchen, probably 
the worst public kitchen in Brisbane. I 
have never seen a worse collection of sauce­
pans in my life. The stove was bought back 
in 1888. 

lUr. Gair: Nearly as old as yourself. 
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Mr. HEADING: Far too old. 

. lUr. Windsor: Sir Samuel Griffith bought 
It. 

Thlr. HEADING: Before that. The records 
show that it cost £200. Hon. members should 
go up and see it. It smokes shockingly. On 
four mornings, recently the cook sent a 
message down to the manageress that she 
could not stay in the kitchen for the smoke. 
In another corner there is another worn-out 
gas stove and an arrm1gement for boiling. 
The only new thing about the place was a 
refrigerator. The only chair is an old 
squatter's chair, with the canvas worn out 
and replaced by a i-inch iron bar. 

As to the amenities room-God help us if 
that is an amenities room. 

Those are the conditions in which the so­
called champions of the workers left the 
staff to work. Although I mentioned the 
matter last year I never expected to be 
handling it today. The Estimates in the 
past have never included ls. for the improve­
ment of the kitchen. We are supposed to be 
the enemies of the workers but we have 
been able to find £9,000 to bring it up to 
elate. After all, this is Parliament House 
and with all the modern equipment that is 
available today we should not expect the 
staff to put up with what was installed 75 
years ago. If some of Labour's supporters 
could see the kitchen they would never vote 
Labour again. 

The previous Government could not find 
the money for more than two school houses. 
We have found enough for 19-ancl they 
did not leave the finances very rosy. 

~Ir. Aikens: Have you seen the dirty 
old sink the '' Hansarcl'' writers have to 
wash in upstairs~ 

}'[r. HEADING: I have inspected the 
rooms of the '' Hansard'' staff and I am 
ashamed of them, too. The lighting is very 
bad. We have arranged for fluorescent light­
ing to be installed but it has not been done 
yet. I do not think it is fair to ask the 
'' Hansarcl'' staff to work under the con­
ditions they have had to tolerate. 

Parliament House should have the best 
facilities but take a look at the ladies' 
conveniences. There is only one retiring 
room for all the women on the lower floor 
-cleaners, typists, telephonists, and visitors. 
We will provide another as it is urgently 
needed. There is no amenities room. If a 
girl becomes ill she rests her head, on her 
desk because there is no place for her to 
lie down. 

Mr. Power: You might provide an 
amenities room for hon. members while you 
are on the job. 

Mr. HEADING: The Labour members 
could not even look after themselves. How 
could they be expected to look after the 
people of Queensland~ It will cost over 
£9,000 to bring the kitchen up to date. We 

had hoped to build a kitchen on a level with 
the refreshment room but unfortunately the 
estimate was £24,000, incluiling equipment. 
I'Ve just could not find that much money. 
The collection of soot and dirt on the walls 
will be scraped off, it ~will be painted 
throughout, and when it is finished I am 
quite sme all hon. members will be happy 
to eat a meal coming from the kitchen. 

Jiir. Gair: Tell us about the air-condi­
tioned Minister's room. 

JUr. HEADING: Is that the one the hon. 
member had? 

Jiir. Gair: No. 

J\Ir. HEADING: I am glad that the hon. 
member for South Brisbane came in on that 
one. I have walked throu;;h the room he 
occupied-carpets to the wall, lovel;v chairs, 
refrigerator, everything that could be 
desired. I clo not think there would be a 
better room in Queensland. I often wonder 
whether he wakes up at night worried by 
the fact that he forced the people upstairs 
to cook under such conditions. It is no 
good his saying that he did not know 
because he had a letter. 

:air. Wood: Who is using that room 
now? 

lUr. HEADING: The Premier, as he 
should be. Nothing was too good for the 
ex-Premier and nothing was too bacl for the 
kitchen staff. 

JUr. Gair: Did he air-condition it? 

liir. HEADING: That will not keep the 
hon. member out of trouble. I stress again 
that the hon. member for South Brisbane 
knew of the conditions becau~e we ~wrote him 
a letter. He knew that it would require 
oYer £7,000 to bring the kitchen up to date. 
All he did was spend £400 on a Temprite to 
cool the beer. One of the shearer members 
said, ''You know, Jim, if we went to a 
station to shear and the kitchen was like 
that we would not stay. We would tell the 
boss he would have to fix it up.'' He took 
another look at it and said, ' 'Fancy our 
wives being asked to cook in there! '' I am 
not going to stress the matter any further 
but hon. members of the Labour Party who 
occupied the Treasury benches for the last 
25 years were not the friends of the work­
ing people. Because they were out of sight 
these people were allowed to work under 
these conditions. Why they ever stayed 
there, I do not know. 

I saw a number of girls >valking up and 
down the stairs in the Treasury Building. 
The lift was there with the door open. I 
said to the attendant, ''What is wrong with 
the lifU Why are the girls walking up and 
down the stairs 9'' He said, ' 'They come 
down to the retiring room on this floor.'' 
I said, ''What is wrong with the top 
floor~'' He said, ''There are not any 
there.'' When I asked him about the 
bottom floor he said, ''There is none there 
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either.'' There are over 300 girls working 
there who have to US3 the facilities between 
the first and second floors. I would not 
like to tie a dog up in the amcnitiu 1·oom, 
let alone put a sick girl in there. 

iUr. Aikens: What were the Ministers' 
rooms like? 

]Ur. HEADING: They are very nice. The 
Ministers looked after themselves ve1·y well. 
M~· room is a very nice one. I \Youdcred 
how I could divide it. I could not very well 
do this because if I did I woulr1 lo~e the 
air and light from the ·windows. I am 
staggered at the accommodation after years 
of office by the Labour Goverum."nt which 
pretended to look after the interests of the 
people who worked for wages. If they had 
not shifted the Statistician's Department 
and the Police Department they would be 
nearly sitting on one another. I did not 
know where to put them. This was the 
result of the neglect of the late Government 
in not providing for the future. 

::ur. Gair: Many of your people criticised 
the pm·chase we made of extra accom­
modation. 

}Ur. HEADING: I never heard of any 
eriticibm. I know what the hon. gentleman 
did, I know of many things that he should 
have done and did not do. The lack of 
assistance to the worker by the late Govern­
ment is staggering. It will need millions of 
money to get somewhere within reasonable 
distance of providing fair accommodation for 
the public servants of this State. On one 
occasion I spoke about the crowding in 
the Educ.1tion office. Since I have been 
there I have decided that I was not too 
severe in my criticism. Today the condi­
tions are fair, I assure :··ou. There was 
a long veranda there and not a seat on it 
on which people could sit and have their 
meals. Meals were eaten where they did 
their work, and as one ofiicer said to me, the 
crumbs brought cockroaches and they ate the 
papers. I draw attention to these matters 
so that if there is any complaint in the 
future I will .be able to say, "Read my 
speech when I mtroduced the Works Depart­
ment's estimates and you will know wha.t 
I thought about it.'' 

Jl'Ir. Aikens: Are you going to do any­
thing about it~ 

lUr. HEADING: Have a look at it. I 
came from the bottom up. I have a great 
interest in the people who are battling to 
make a crust; and the effort of this Govern­
ment will be a big one to improve the con­
ditions of the staffs in the various offices. 

Twice I spoke of the fact that Ministers 
kept their drivers sitting out in the sun. 
They could not sit in the cars; they were 
too hot. I appealed to them to put a seat 
Dn the veranda so that they could sit on 
it. The hon. member for Cooroora also 
raised it. But not a thing was done about 
it. After a little investigation I found that 

I could buy chairs for £2 4s. each. About 
£20 provided chairs on which they can sit 
in the shade with comfort. They were most 
co-operative. I said to them, ''If you look 
after them and when you are finished stack 
them up inside, you will have seats for 
life.'' That is something that could have 
been done for £20 but they would not do 
it. Yet they claim to look after the interests 
of the workers. 

Unfortunately the ex-Minister in charge of 
Local Government is not here. The same 
amount of decay and lack of effort was 
evident in that department too. Take the 
town plan for instance which the Govern­
ment had the right to veto or approve. 
I do not know how long the file has been 
in my office. The estimate varies from 3;! 
to 5 years. It has been there for a con­
siderable time and in the nwantime Brisbane 
has been growing like Topsy without any 
town plan. That can be laid at the door 
of the hon. member for Bunclaberg, who 
did not do his job. 'l'he file has been in 
the archives of the Department of Local 
Gov8l·nment, being eaten by cockroaches and 
collecting dust. The very able Director of 
Local Government, Mr. Sewell, went to no 
end of trouble to read the submissions and 
acquaint himself with all aspects of to>vn 
planning. As a matter of fact he wrote 
two books on the subject and suggested I 
read them. I think I am past the stage 
of studying town planning, but I will see 
that the job is done by somebody else. If 
the Labour Government had been returned 
to office, Brisbane would never have had a 
town plan. 

I raise that in condemnation of the hon. 
member for Bundaberg. 

Another matter I raise in criticism of him 
is the building of a new morgue. After a 
site was surveyed in the domain the argu­
ment started against the building of it there. 
The problem was too difficult for the 
ex-Treasurer and the file was left in the 
archives of the department. The building 
of a morgue is now a problem for me. I 
inspected it, and I shoulcl say it is as old 
as the stove in Parliament House. It will 
not be long before action is taken to build 
an up-to-date morgue. I visited Sydney and 
Melbourne and inspected the morgues in those 
places. This Government will erect an up-to­
elate morgue that is not repulsive. It will be 
surrounded by trees anc1 shrubs. 

The ex-Treasurer's action on the Films 
Commission was typical of him. Applications 
to the Commission are in some instances two 
years old; the members did not have the 
time to do the work. I could not imagine 
a better officer than Mr. Sew ell, but he asked 
to be relieved of that work on the ground 
that he had too much other work to do. In 
the few months the Government have been 
in power new men have been selected as 
members of the Commission. Three or four 
applications have been dealt with and they 
are getting on with other work. I hope 
that before Christmas the lag will be over• 
come; it will be done as quickly a~ possible~ 
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\Vhen lliscussing the Estimates of another 
department, one hon. member opposite said 
he hoped the Government would not do any­
thing to destroy the stability of the govern­
ment Queensland has enjoyed in the past. 
If the position in other departments is the 
same as in my department, it was certainly 
not stable administration. The worst thing 
that could happen to Queensland would be 
the return to power of the previous Govern­
ment. Unless members of that Government 
improved greatly in the interim, they would 
once again allow everything to fall in to 
decay. 

:!\Ir. Graham: Tell us what fell into 
decay. 

Jir. HEADING: I have enumerated many 
instances. If the hon. member for Mnckay 
was absent from the Chamber, I suggest that 
he rend 117 statements in '' Hansard. '' If 
he can answer my criticism,. I shall b~ 
pleased to hear from him. I suppose hon. 
members will want to sa;· something about 
the Valuer-General's D0partment. A case was 
recently brought before the Full Court and 
is sub judice because we have not had the 
judgment of tllP court. I take it that hon. 
m em hers will not be allowed to discuss that 
case. 

:iiir. Power: Do you propose to 
nbolish the Valuer-General's Department~ 

Jiir. HEADIJ'\G: I have no intention of 
abolishing it, but I shall put it on a better 
basis. There is the question of costs involved 
in going to the court. A person with a valu­
ation of £3,000 or under can go to the magis­
trates court at a raasonable cost, but if the 
valuation is over £3,000 he is required to go 
to the Supreme Court. In such an instance 
the taking of the case to the Supreme Court 
might involve him in thousands of pounds in 
costs particularly if it drags on. I propose to 
provide a chea1'er court. I cannot see very 
much wrong with the Valuer-General's 
Department. Most people do not understand 
it. Sinoee I have been the Minister I have had 
to understand it. Many people say things 
about the department that are not true. It 
is doing a good job and I am quitP sure if 
hon. members study the position they will 
realise that the people whc1 buy the land 
really fix the valuation. What people pay for 
land is the basis of the Valuer-General's 
decision. 

Mr. Power: Not in all cases. 

Mr. HEADING: The hon. member says, 
''Not in all cases.'', but I have not come 
across one case with the exception of the 
one where you pay rates on 20 times the 
1mnual rent. Only this morning I found a 
report of a commission of three on a review 
of the Yaluations Act of 1952. The com­
mission consisted of Mr. Justice Sheehy, Mr _ 
J. F. N. Murray and Mr. C. K. Carmolly. I 
agree with the decision arrived at by Mr. 
J ustico Sheehy in which he said that cheaper 
courts should be provided for people who want 
to appeal against the Valuer-General's 

decision. I know that values are fixed on 
the prices paid for land surrounding a par­
ticular property. Of course, in su>eh cases, 
the value of improvements is· taken into 
account and also the cost of clearing the 
property, and in the case of grazing proper­
ties provision is allowed for suekering after 
clearing. 

:ilir. Power: Can you tell me that when 
a person pays £14,000 for a suburban allot­
ment other allotments marby should be 
mlued at £14,000 ~ 

::'l!r. HEADING: In Yaluing a property 
adjoining one at £14,000 care would be taken 
to see that it was a fair value, and not an 
excessive one because somebody partilcularl:; 
11anted to buy that land for a specific 
purpose. I am thinking now mainly of 
country areas. Oft~n a property-owner will 
buy an adjoining property for a member of 
his family so that he will have him living 
alongside him. In such a case, he will pay 
half as much again as what it is worth. The 
Valuer-General would not use a saic· such as 
that as a basis for valuation. 

3Ir. Power: It does not apply in ali 
eases. That is what I ,,~anted to be ac.surec1 
of. 

JiLr. HEADING: The Valuer-General 
would regard such a case as an exception. 
Of course, he would have to disregard other 
properties in the vicinity that were oJ,viously 
under-valued. In general he takes the values 
of the surrounding properties anrl. deducts 
the value of the improvements. I shall pro!J­
ably have more to say on this matter at a 
later stage. 

lUr. WOOD (North Toowoomba-
Leader of the Opposition) (4.51 p.m.): In 
his very interesting and comprehensive out­
line of the activities of the department that 
he administers, the Minister spent a great 
deal of his time in outlining its very meritor­
ious achievements over the last 12 months, but 
during the last quarter of an hour he has 
referred to what he JCal!s signs of decay in 
the department. I am very pleased to have 
l1is assurance that the extremely disturbing 
conditions under which the staff in this 
building evidently work are to be corrected. 
I know that all members of the Committte 
will hope that the correction will take place 
very quickly. 

I was interested also to hear the Minister 
speak of the energy that has been thrown 
into reorganising the Picture Theatres and 
Films Commission. I have felt for some 
time that for various reasons there have been 
inexcusable delays in determinations by the 
Commission. An example of that was the 
delay of approximately two years in deter­
mining two applications for a drive-in 
theatre at Toowoomba. It was of no personal 
interest to me whether the application was 
granted or rejected or which of the two 
applicants-Greater Union Theatres and a 
man named Hennessy-was successful, but it 
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was essential that the application be heard 
and determined more speedily than it was. I 
do not know why so many determinations 
have been delayed, but the one in Toowoomba 
was an outstanding example of delav that 
could not readily be ex.cused. • 

The Minister has outlined the activities of 
the Department of Public "'Works, which as he 
said is a building and constructing authority. 
Although from time to time we hear 
criticism of the work of some of the depart­
ment's employees, I belieYe that those who 
have been employed on the construction of 
public buildings over the years have done an 
outstanding job. Eviden·c~ of that can be 
found in schools, hospitals, mental homes, 
maternal and child welfare centres all of 
which hear striking testimony to the skill 
and industry of the great mass of wmkmen 
employed. I was pleased to haYe the 
Treasurer's assurance that day labour will 
not be discontinued but that the Government 
will blend the contra>Ct system with the dav· 
labour system as the prev'ious Government did 
over the years. 

When ilfinisters take up their rctmonsibili­
ties many of their statements arc" directly 
opposite to those they made >Ylwn in Opposi· 
tion. 

:'!Ir. Windsor: They have more infor­
mation. 

lUr. WOOD: I do not know that they 
have more information. 1\"e still have the 
same facilities for observation on thh side 
as we had when we were in Government. 
vVe can still iind things out for omselves. 
Admittedly, a Cabinet Minister would have 
better access to departmental acl.-ice than any 
private member. It is hard to understand 
how members of a party while in Opposition, 
ran year after year launch bitter attacks on 
the Government for not constituting a sep· 
arate constructing authority for the Depart­
ment of Education and then change their 
opinion immediately on taking up office as 
the Government. The Minister will admit 
that when he was on this side he strongly 
supported the idea that the Department of 
Education should have its own constructing 
authority. The bitterest opponent of the 
Government on that was the present Deputy 
Premier, the Minister for Labour and 
Industry. Year after year in his speeches in 
the Chamber he savagely attacked the Govern .. 
ment. We iind a startling reversal of form 
as soon as they assume responsibility as 
Ministers. I have listened to many members 
of the Country·Liberal Party, especially at 
dection time, making statements that 1.-ould 
lead people to believe that under Labour 
works would be carried out only in Labour 
Blectorates. 

Thir. Low: That is fairly right, too. 

lUr. WOOD: On the other hand, time 
after time I have heard the hon. member for 
Cooroora admit in the Chamber that that 
certainly did not happen in his electorate, that 
he was very reasonably treated. 

lUr. Low: I have found out a bit more 
since then. 

lUr. WOOD: The buildings that the 
department is chiefly concerned with are pri­
mary and secondary schools and hospitals. I 
do not think any hon. member would suggest 
that a Government could hope to achieve pub­
lic esteem if they set out on the principle of 
punishing the children of those who voted 
against them politically. I do not think any 
Government in the State have ever done that. 
Politics should never enter into the provision 
of facilities for education, hospitals, mental 
homes, or maternal and child welfare homes, 
and I do not think it ever has. As his birth­
right every child in the community is entitled 
to good education whatever his standing and 
whatever the political opinion of his parents. 

The members of the Cabinet vill freely 
admit that the Austmlian Labour Party over 
the years played its part in developing all 
parts of the State. The last thing to be con­
sidered would be the political affiliation of the 
electors. I was very glad to have the Minis­
ter's e<ssurance that in the next iinancial year 
19 homes for teachers will be commenced in 
the country and one will be purchased-a 
total of 20-whereas last iinancial year two 
were built, tenders were accepted for two and 
one was pmchased. In an earlier debate I 
drew Cabinet's attention to a deiinite 
promise contained in the policy speech made 
by the Deputy Premier on behalf of the 
Liberal Party. He said that tllP construction 
of school buildings would be given first pri­
ority. I am very happy to learn that the 
:;;sinister is making plans for the construction 
of 19 new teachers' residences and the pur· 
chase of another. Hon members with the 
education of children at heart will know that 
one of the greatest handicaps to a contented 
teaching service is the insufficiency of school 
dwellings for married teachers. It is a matter 
of great discontent to a young ambition~ 
teacher when he marries to iind that he is 
debarred from going to the country because 
there is no residence. I freely aclmowledge 
mv gratitude for the Minister's statement. 
I;stead of 20, I hope next year he will be 
able to make it 40, and the following year 
60. If he could do that he would certainly 
have the thanks and not the criticism of hon. 
members of the Opposition. 

The Minister very quickly became accus· 
tomed to using a phrase which, whrn he was 
in Opposition, he was inclined to receive with 
derision. ''Owing to the shortage of loan 
funds'' was a phrase that fell yery smoothly 
from his lips today. He will admit quite 
frankly that for many years Government 
members have told the Committee that the 
shortage of loan funds was real and acute. 
Because of the attitude the Commonwealth 
Government had adopted towards all States, 
adequate facilities could not be provided. 

Mr. Heading: Take particular note that 
I did not blame the Commonwealth Govern· 
ment. 
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.Jlr. ~WOOD: I am using the exact words 
the hon. gentleman used-' • 0\ving to the 
shortage of loan funds.' ' That shortage 
existed previously. It exists today :mu it will 
continue to exist while we have a Common­
we9Jth Govcnm1ent that so callously dis­
regard the dE 6en·ing requests of all S tn tes. 
It does not apply only to Que0nsland. If 
there \Yere an A.L.P. Government iu Canberra 
that g~.ve the <tme treatment to the RL:tcs 
:1s the 1Ien:tie .-:B-,adden Gover11n1ent giye 
toJay, my remarks \voulu be the r'!me, auu I 
\Yould m'!ke no apology for them. 

I have no intention of being hyperc1·itieal 
because, r~s the ::'lfinister has said, the rqJort 
Ublcd in Parli;.ment covers the acti, itie~ of 
the department before he assumed office. I 
am very plcccsed to hear of his belief in the 
efficiency of his officers. I am pleased that 
the Minister has shown a desire to do \\·hat 
he < .~·~n to improve amenities. In th:ct we are 
one humhed per cent. behind him. Tl1c 
on!~ person \vho would. know all about those 
amenities \Yould be the :Minister himself. 
The hon. gentleman did not know of the 
]·:ck of toilet facilities for female employees 
until he took over the administration of the 
department. It is to his credit that y·hen 
he ilid know the position he immediately 
brought the matter befoTc tlw House and 
pTomised to do what he could to Temedy the 
deficiencies. Ever" hon. member will be 
behind him in those very praiseworthy 
endeavours. \Ye wish the :Minister well in 
his office. We know that he goes to it \Yith 
a high degree of honesty and much 
enthusinsm. It is good to see the :Minister 
looking better in health than I have seen 
him look foT years. I hope, leaving political 
consid.erations aside, that the hon. gentleman 
will continue to enjoy good health and con­
tinue to '-how the same enthusiasm and 
interest in his job while he remains in office. 

Jir. NICHOLSON (Murrumba) (5.7 
p.m.): I take this opportunity of congratu­
lating the Minister on attaining his high 
office, and on the introduction of his first 
Estimates, which cover a good deal of ground. 
The responsibilities of the Minister's office 
cover the seTvicing of public buildings, the 
construction of new public buildings, the 
Valuer-General's Department-which at 
times is subject to criticism perhaps both 
warranted and unwarranted-the Immigra­
tion Department and the Department of 
Local Government. The Minister is apparently 
determined to do his very best. There has 
lwen a great improvement in the co-opera­
tion between the various departments, parti­
rnlarly between the Department of Public 
\Vorks and those d.epartments whose build­
ings require attention, particularly the 
Education Department. The Public \Vorks 
Department is the constructing body for the 
Education Department. In the past, I was 
one of those who was very vociferous in 
xny agitation for a separate Works Depart­
ment for the Education Department. 
vVith the change of government, and 
a little more liaison between the 

t\YO departments, things arc working out 
more smooth!:;-, and we do not find tl18 
Department of Public \Vorks refusing the 
requests of the Education Department. 

iUr. Davies: Do you not think the pre­
l'ious Ministers got on too well, Ol" the 
(~epm·tmental heads? Which 11 as it? 

i\Ir. I do not know. Being 
a member previouo Government the 
hon. member should have a better idea. All 
I can sa::· is that in the past there was not 
the sanl8 co-operation between tlv· two 
(epartmcnts as there L no\v. I can only 
,;peak of eonc1itions r c; I finc1 them. I pay a 
tribute to Mr. Longlaud, the Under Secre­
tary of the department. 'l'he report has a 
new look. The mmmcr in whiLh it is set out 
makes for cnjovable rathe:· than tc(.iou~ 

reac1in;;·. I am ~stoundec1 et the amount of 
money and the number of employee' invo!Yed 
in departmental acti,-itics. The figures are 

ivcn in the current bulletin, 1'\ o. ~1, for 
the total labour force employed by Govern-: 
ment authorities in building. Those emp1oye.:'; 
includr carpenters, brickla:, ers, painters, 
electricians, plumbers, builders' ln l1ourer~ 
nnd others including clerical strff. Govern­
ment employees in the building trado total 
:l,IJ2!l of which 1,742 aTe employed in the 
Depnrbnent of Public \YOTks-n considerable 
number to keep in constant emplo:nnent. 

There may be mm1y aspects of ndministr:c­
tion that could be critici ~cl, but on the whole 
the d.Ppartment is doirg nn excellent job. 

~1\.s a. time-saver I suggest transport-a-~ com­
modation facilities such as are supplied for 
railway workers. It would mea~1 rt gre~t 
saving in construction costs, particularly m 
outlying areas. I do not want to return to 
tho · davs when employees of the dcpartm011t 
lived h~ tents or a shed adjoining their job, 
but the Minister could consider supplying 
adequately equipped caravans_ in which ~he 
men could live while on the JOb. Travelhng 
takes a considerable time, nnrl under . the 
regulations it is done in the employer's tlme. 
The men may lea Ye Brisbane at. 8 o'clock 
and take an hour or an hour and a-half to 
get to their work. With the return trip, the 
travelling time amounts to two or three 
hours a day. I d.o not think it would _be a 
hardship on the employees. I shall rll_us­
trate my point by mentioning a small JOb 
at Davboro that took three or four clays to 
complete the building of a partitio~ on _the 
veranda, of the school. Travc llmg- time 
added greatly to the length of the job. It 
may be a minor matter, but these_ factors 
add considerably to the length of JObs and 
time means money. If facilities such as I 
have suggested were proYided, the men could 
stay on the job. 

Queensland can be proud of the modern 
schools erected by the d.epartment. They are 
tropical in sty le with emphasis on p 1en ty 
of fresh air and light. Some of the schools 
that are being built today compare very 
favourably with those in other States. 
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Although thP authorities in the southern 
States must build schools to cope with very 
colu weather-in some case with snow-and 
the main emphasis is on keeping the building 
warm rather than cool, the new schools being 
built in 'Queensland are a credit to the 
department and its architects and designers. 

As one >Yho has travelled a good ckctl and 
seen LlallJ' , chools not onlJ in Australia but 
in other countrie~, I suggest that a great 
deal of <'mph:,sis shoulcl be given to sound­
proofing in schools, particularly >>here they 
are of h\o storen. Murh attcntio11 is given 
to light anzl ai1: ancl the plac.ing of parti­
tioHs aml blackboards, but unfortunntely the 
benefit derived f1·om it is offset because of 
the ~1bscnc ~ of sounrl-proofing-thc noise 
from one class disturbs a.nother. Greater 
attention should be given to sound-proofing 
partitions, and also the ceiling of the bottom 
floor in h1·o-storey buildings. 

As I snv. I have seen sel10ols in ot1Jer 
part·• or th~ '. Ol']cl but I do llOt tltiuk 21JY of 
thrm are h0tter than those in Qu··Jnsfand, 
pnrtieularly the brick bniltiirgs, YYllich pre­
dominate in the collier climate·;. 

In the building of the ne· l1igh ;:r·hool nt 
Reddiffe, provision les bf"ll m r1e fo1· ])lick­
veneer LXts?rnal \Ynlls. ~-,rcn1 1n~~ cxpcri0ncc 
and from y\'lwt I have lJC'en told bv builders. 
brick Yeneer is the ideal t:qw of c~nstructim{ 
at th0 scnoicle. Cavitv-brick or cavit"­
concrcte construction is not aclvisn blc bcc~u: .. e 
the dnmp seaside air sets up n mould. 'iVith 
brick veneer construction, a flow of air is 
maintajned bct>,·ecn the bricks aiHl the liuing 
walls. The heat penetrate' through the inner 
1vall 'llld the building dries one n1uch quicl<er 
than in the case of cavit .. ·brick construction. 
In many buildings cm{structed along the 
coast-I am referring now not onl:· to Red­
cliffe-the mould that sets up on the imide 
because of the cavity-brick method hno caused 
a good deal of concern. Brick-veneer con­
struction serves a useful purpose in that it 
keeps the building cool ancl it dries out much 
quicker than is the case with cavity-brick 
construction. 

l'IIr. Windsor: What is the difference 
between veneer and cavity-brick construction? 

l'IIr. NICHOLSON: The cavity wall is 
built of two layers of bricks, face bricks on 
the outside< On the inside of the building·, 
the inner wall is generallv covered with 
plaster. With brick-veneer construction, how­
ever, the outer wall is general!:' of bee 
brick and the inner wall of :tibi·o cement, 
:fibrous plaster, masonite, or timber. There 
is a wooden frame inside the external brick 
wall. That allows a better penetration of 
an· and a quicker drying-out of the structure. 

Another suggestion that I should like to 
make-and I have put it forward frequently 
in the Chamber-is that in extending schools 
we should not encroach too much on parade 
and playing areas. Complaints have often 
been heard in the Chamber that after a 
school committee has gone to a great deal of 

trou1Jle and expensP in putting do1Yn a p1n:y­
ing area, the Department of Public \Yorks 
lw; added a wing to tl1., school that has 
encroached on it. 

liir. Lloyll: Vias there somewhere else 
tJ put the new wing? 

}fr. NICHOLSO.N: In some instances, 
Y0'·· It could h::n·c been lai(1 out much better. 
<Fortunately the Department of Public \Vorks, 
with its better liaison with the Department 
of Education, is now seeking the co-operation 
of the con1n1ittecs and askiug them to supply 
a ,ketch plnn of any proposed works, such 
as cricket pitr1H 'l and tennis cour'c;, 

\Vhen additions to schools arc being con­
Sillcred they should, where practicable, go up 
allfl not out. The extensions to the Humj)V-
1Jong school at Redcliffe, illustrates the hap­
hazarcl planning of the pPst. T\w school 
has spreatl all over the place. It has spre'l.d 
so far that very little of the p.c.rade ground 
rem3im ~Or the children. Atlmittedly its 
enrolment has gro>Yn from }bout 300 in 1948, 
to about 1,200 at present. 

Jir. Lloyil: Haven't they taken over the 
L nu across the road from the school? 

::\Ir. NICHOLSON: That land is Langdon 
Park, a public reserve and a public playing 
ar~a. It is fortuitous that it is so con­
venient or the children would be very sorely 
pressed for a SlJorts area. The~, have per .. 
mission from the Council to use the park. 

.JUr. Aikens: Many teachers are opposed 
to t>YO-storey auu three-storey schools. 

Jir. NICHOLSON: That might be so. I 
am not in favour of three-storey schools 
either. That is going a little too far. I 
do not know Yvhy they object to a two­
storey school. They may be too tired to 
walk up and down the stairs. 

JUr. Davies: You do not mean that? 
That is stupid and unfair. 

::\Ir. NICHOLSON: I do not know why 
else they would object. The children arc 
energetic enough and the only basis I can 
see for any protest is that it might be too 
much trouble to walk up and down. 

lUr. Aikens: The noise from the top floor· 
comes down to the bottom floor and vice 
versa. 

}Ir. NICHOLSON: The hon. member for 
Mundingburra appears in the Chamber 
occasionally. When he does he makes one 
or two interjections and then goes on his 
way again. Apparently he was not here 
when I stressed that two-storey schools must 
have ample provision for sound-proofing. 

:ilir. Aikens: I was here all the time, and 
I thought it was the silliest remark I ever 
heard. 

}Ir. NICHOLSON: Artificial lighting, 
should, wherever possible, be fluorescent or· 
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cold catllode. That affects mainly the tech­
nical schools. The departmental report 
stressed the provision of that type of 
lighting. We lmmY that fluorescent lighting 
gives extra light, but it is also a cold light. 
As it gi,·es off almost no heat it does not 
add to room temperature. Previously the 
cost of installation has been regarded as 
too great for th~ Department of Public 

Works to carry. It is now recognised that 
the initial cost of installation is soon offset 
by the saving in power, as the hon. member 
for Fortitude Valley will confirm. 

The votA covers the Immigration Depart­
ment. The following figures show the 
increases in the number of migrants, 
or new settlers, that have come to 
Queensland in the last twelve months-

! Immigr...tnts in Immigrants in 

I 
i Number ! Queensland J.S at Queensland as at 

Xationality. Naturalised. 

I 

30th September, 30th September, Net Gain. 
1956. 1957. 

I 
I Males. l!'emales. l\Iales. Females. Males. Females. I Males. Females. 

ustrian .. .. .. I 253 84 319 101 66 11 I 1 2 
Danish .. .. 143 36 340 168 197 132 4 1 

uteh .. 

A 

D 
1< 
F 

'innish 
.. .. ::I 2,860 1,972 3,057 2,180 197 208 165 91 
.. .. .. 241 89 255 95 14 6 7 .. 

rench .. .. . . 143 73 152 72 9 -1 4 9 
Gennan .. .. 
Greek .. 

.. 1,361 736 1,390 819 29 83 37 33 

talian I 
N 
R 
s 

.. .. .. 1,316 568 1,313 643 -3 75 57 21 .. .. .. 7,916 2,754 8,025 2,931 109 177 473 149 
orwegian .. .. .. 156 16 
ussian (ex China) .. .. 313 370 
wedish .. .. .. 109 14 

The Russians have been coming over from 
China only in the last two years or so. As at 
30 September, 1956, there were in all 22,805 
male and 10,677 female migrants, a total of 
33,48'2. As at 30 September, 1957, there 
were 22,903 male and 11,207 female migrants, 
a total of 34,110. It has meant a total net 
gain of 628 in 12 months. 'l'he total number 
naturalised for the year was 3,968, including 
1,651 in October, 1957. 

(Time expired.) 

.IUr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (5.32 
p.m.): There are one or two matteTs that 
I should like to bring to the Minister's 
notice. The first concerns the .Aitkenvalc 
State school, a matter that could apply to 
many other schools throughout Queensland. 
It was a custom of previous Governments 
to build schools on six or seven feet blocks 
in the tTopics, a very good idea. J!'oT some 
unknown reason, some schools weTe cemented 
underneath, some were paTtly cemented under­
neath, and some were not cemented at all. 
There did not appear to be any definite 
policy in the Townsville area, at am· rate. 
I was at the Aitkenvale school the other day 
attending an excellent fete. It is the 
furtherest school out of Townsville but the 
suburb is rapidly developing with its growing 
population. Although I have bePn to the 
school regularly I h-ad not noticed until it 
\\·as pointed out to me the other clay that 
of the four big rooms in the school only one 
in the centTe was concreted underneath. 
The other three rooms underneath had the 
ordinary earth floor which was dusty and 
dirty. T'he head master mentioned it to me 
and I said to him, ''Why not drop a note to 
me and I will put it up to the Minister for 
Education and he will send it on to the 
Minister for Public 'VV orks and Housing.'' 
I have 110 doubt the Minister for Public 
Works and Housing will do something about 

171 17 15 1 3 2 
343 421 30 51 33 41 
108 14 -1 .. 7 1 

it. The hon. gentleman appTeciates the 
difiiculty and inconvenience of a school on 
high blocks not being cement0d underneath. 
I mention that in the hope that in the future 
when extra rooms are added, particularly in 
the tropics, on 6- and 7-foot blocks, the approp­
riation will provide for cementing underneath. 

Another matter to which I wish to call 
attention is one of those that more or less 
makes one's blood boil. vVe have in Towns­
ville the Munclingburra school which i'l prob­
ably one of the oldest in the city. It h:1s 
been aclclecl to fTom time to time until now 
it is a very large school. Unfortunately it is 
just outside the sewerecl area in Townsville­
not more than 300 or 400 yards a>my from 
the nearest sewer. I have made appllcation 
from time to time during the term of office 
of the previous Minister for Public ·works and 
Housing and the previous Minister for 
Education to have a septic system installed 
there or alternatively to have the Munding­
burra school coupled to the existing town 
sewerage system. I have got the usual stereo­
typed reply from the department, sometimes 
from the Minister himself, saying that it is 
the job of the Townsville City Council to 
couple up the sewerage pipe to the school if 
they needed it coupled up. It has been said 
that the soil in the vicinity of the Muncling­
burra school is not suitable for the instal­
lation of a septic system. They also told me 
that the sewerage system for the so-called 
western suburbs of Townsville will be in 
operation in three or four years' time, and 
it may be advisable to wait till then to have 
the school sewered. .Anyone who knows any­
thing about the Townsville Council knows that 
the western suburbs will not be sewerecl in 10 
or 15 years. They have been on the job of 
making plans andl preparations for starting a 
sewerage scheme for the western suburbs 
since they were elected in 1949, and there has 
not been any advance. 
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1\Ir. Lioyd: Has there been a testing of 
soil for its suitability for a septic system~ 

~Ir. AIKENS: I was quite prepared to 
accept the decision of the Department of 
Public Works that the soil in the vicinity 
of the Mundingburra school was not suit­
able for the disposal of the affluent from a 
septic system. T'he Mundingburra school 
backs onto what is known as Anderson 'sPark, 
portion of which the Tmvnsville City Council 
a few years ago gave to the Jubilee Bowling 
Club for the erection of a club house and a 
bowling green. It was an excellent idea 
which cnchanced the beauty of the park and 
provided relaxation for the bowlers in that 
area. The fen.ee of the Jubilee Bowling Club 
would not be more than 100 yards from the 
back fence of the Mundingburra school, and 
during a visit the other day I discovered that 
the Jubliee Bowling Club had a septic system 
disposing of the affluent, but the Munding­
burra school ground 100 yards away, IYith 
only the park between them, lw ,, been desctibcd 
by engineers of the Public ·works Dcp:utment 
as being unsuitable for tbe disposal of 
affluent from a septic system. To me it is all 
damn silly. 

lUr. Lloyd: My land is not suitable for 
a septic system but the land owned by the 
man living next door is suitable. 

Thlr •.. UJIENS: That is pure bunk. There 
is a waterway through Anderson 's Park anc1 
the Mundingburra S•chool is on one bank and 
the Jubilee Bowling Club is on the other 
and between them is the sandy bed of the 
waterway which is a peTfect medium fOT the 
disposal of septic affluent. 

Thlr. Da.vies: What percentage of Towns­
ville would be sewered ~ 

lUr. AIKENS: I should say not half 
Townsville with the rapid development of 
Kurrajon_g, Pimlico, Aitkemvale, Munding­
burra, Cluden, and Stuart. They are not 
getting on with the job. T'hey have been 
nine years trying to finish the North Ward 
and Belgian Gardens schemes which were 
half completed when they took over in 1949. 
Gm·butt is not sewered yet. However, I do 
not wish to talk of the failings of the Towns­
>ille City Council. I am sorry, Mr. Taylor, 
that I was diverted by hon. members opposite. 
I wish to talk about the Department of 
Public Works. 

Honoura.ble Members interjected. 

Mr. AIKENS: I do wish you would stop 
those gentlemen, Mr. 'l'aylor, who are 
attempting to divert me. I do not like to 
be diverted from a subject when I am on it. 
I hope the Minister will consider my appeal. 
If he goes to Townsville I invite him to make 
an inspection of the school. 

The Minister for Education has promised 
that he will visit the Hermit PaTk and 
Mundingburra schools with me on the 24th 
instant. He is making a speeial visit to 

inspect the playing areas to see if something 
cannot be done to oyercome the shortage. I 
shall point out on the spot the absolute 
stupidity of the ruling of the DepaTbnent of 
Public Works. 

i}Ir. Dewar interjected. 

I\Ir. AIKENS: I have been knocking 
around with the filthy rich for five OT six 
weeks, and I find them pleasant company. They 
are much more pleasant than I expected. I 
thought I would have more tTouble with them 
lmt my fears were unfounded. 

It is easy for the engineer or the officer 
concerned to point out some chy here and 
some clay there, and do a bit of boring here 
and a bit of boring there and then dceide 
in his wisdom that the soil is unsuitable. 
Laymen accept the decision but in this case 
the school is on the same watercourse as 
the Jubilee Bowling Club. It is an ideal 
medium for the disposal of septic effluent. 
The bowling club on one bank has iw talled 
a septic system, but the Mundingburra St<lte 
School on the other bank has been denied a 
s _·ptic syst€m. 

I do not know whether hon. members know 
the sanitary arrangements at schools built 
many yeaTS ago. Now when the uepartmcnt 
builds a sanitary cubicle, it is at the least 
5 feet deep and 3 feet wide, and a fair amount 
of light enters it. ·with the headmastRr and 
the chairman of the committee, I inspected 
the girls' lavatory at the Mundingburra State 
School. It is m1 old-style lavatory, with long 
stnlls about 7 feet long, and the box contain­
ing the pan is at the far end. To see it in 
the middle of the day one would have to 
shine a torch or strike a match. The head­
master told me that some of the young girls 
>Yhen thev first come to school will not go into 
the lavatory because it is pitch dm·k. I madP 
representations to the preYious Minister and 
he promised to do what he could to get more 
light into it and so relieve the stygian dark­
ness. I believe something was done, and I 
shall inspect it on Sunday week. It was a 
shocking turnout. The little girls who use 
it have to put up with pitch-black darkness. 
It is a shocking state of affairs in the heart 
of a big city with all facilities for the 
installation of a septic system. Nothing could 
be done about it because of the bureaucratic 
iron curtain. I do not know whether the 
Minister is going to the K orth in the near 
future. 

Mr. Heading: Some day. 

Mr. AIKENS: If he does I hope he will 
make an inspection of the school but in the 
meantime I ask him to take some action to 
overcome the problem. It is a ludicrous 
position. The department has decreed that 
the land in the vicinity of the school is not 
suitable for the disposal of septic affluent, but 
on the other bank of the watercourse a septic 
system has been installed by the 3 ubilee 
Bowling Club, which is to its credit. I appeal 
to the Minister to do all he can overcome 
this problem. 
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"Thir. LLOYD (Kedron) (5.44 p.m.): I am 
pleased that hon. members have the onpor­
tunity to discuss the Estimates of" this 
very important department. Some dis­
turbing features of the department's 
construction work call for consideration. 

~When he was Spe 1ker the hon. member 
for Brisbane mr.de a recommendation and 
had plans prepared for further amenities for 
the staff of Parliament House. Recent Press 
statem•_nts ha>·c imlic:1terl that £9,000 is now 
to be spent on the pro>·ision of better facili­
ties at Parliament House. No cloubt the cost 
would have been much less >Yhcn the 
hon. member for Brisbane put the scheme 
before Cabinet, I unrkrstand around about 
£7,000. Perhaps aclclitional cooking facili­
ties >Youlrl make up p:ll"t of the extra cost. 
We are prepared to accept our responsibility 
in the matter. At lE-ast we macle an attempt. 
A recommendation was made and plans >Ycrc 
prepared by the then Speaker. It is a matter 
of great regret that the recommendation of the 
Speaker was not accepted by Cabinet. I 
understand that the recommendation was sub­
mitted by the Speaker to the Refreshment 
Rooms Committee and then to Cabinet. 
It is a matter for regret to myself and to 
every member of our party that that recom­
mendation was not accepted. 

The Minister also referred to recreation 
rooms and other accommodation in govern­
mental departments. Again we must accept 
our share of the responsibility. The Minis­
ter is to be congratulated on his attempts to 
provide greater recreation facilities for Gov­
ernment employees. Many hon. m em hers h ''~" • 
noticed the effect of the \VoTkCl·s -- Accom­
modation Acts in private enterprise. \Ye have 
seen the recreation facilities prm·ic1cc1 by 
such companies as Brucc Pie ancl the Com­
mittee of Dil"ection of Fruit J1.1arketin12: and 
many other large tirms as a result o-f the 
Workers' Accommodation Acts introclucccl by 
Labour Governments. 

Mr. Coburn: Why not apply them to 
their own employees W 

JUr. LLOYD: Every member of the 
Opposition must accept responsibility in reh­
tion to that matter. On many occasions these 
matters were raised. \Ve do not make 
excuses. ~When some things are being clone 
by the Government with which we completely 
agree we shall extellll our compliments to 
them. But when we think that what they are 
doing is wrong we shall reserve our right to 
criticise them. 

Some matters were raised by the hon. mem­
ber for JI.Inrnnnba and the hon. mcmbPr for 
Mundinghmra in regard to school buildings. 
I am inclined to agree >Yith the hon. mem­
ber for Munclingburra, who said that the 
toilet facilities at many schools >Yere not 
adequate. I do not agree with the hon. mem­
ber for placing the blame on the DejJtrtment 
of Public ~Works for the decision that the 
Mumlingburra school ground was not suit­
'f<llle for the installation of a septic system. 

Itir. Nicholson: Are you quoting me? 

)lr. LLOYD: No, the hon. member for 
Mundingburra. I do not know whether this 
is thf' practice in Townsville, but clown here 
the school committee or the hen d teacher 
makes an application for the installation of a 
septic s:'stem and it is then the responsibility 
of the local authority to dcciclc wlwther the 
site i,J suitable. There havn been nwnv 
instances in Brisbane where an applicatioi:J. 
was macle bv the head teacher nncl the matter 
>vas then ;.efcrred to the local authority, 
which is the Brisbane Citv C-mncil, >'.·ho 
decides whether the land is suitable 
or Hot. It is most de~irable that 
septic syste,ns should be installerl at 
all schools where sewerage is not available. 
I haye no fault to tincl with the arehitt.:tuml 
section of the department, which has done a 
good job. \Ve have all observed the improve­
ments in State and secondary school build­
ings and the great advantage that ha' 
accrued to the teaching sbff. If we cast our 
minds back to when we were going to school we 
can remember the high ceilings, the poor 
ventilation the inadequate lighting and the 
dark painf. On a dull day the -electTicity 
had to be turned on. The improvements 
brought about by the architer+ural section 
have provided greater facilities and con­
vcnient>c for the teaching staff and the child­
ren. The ventilation and the lighting s~·stem 
in all modern schools are very good. There 
is one fault that I wish to refer to. The 
septic or sewerage system is alv ayR inRtalled 
uncleTneath the school buildinf;. In man~' 
cases they aTe semi-two-storied with recrea­
tion facilities under the classrooms anrl tbe 
~eptic s'"stem or the sewerage i' built in one 
corner. · In mnny casFs, purticulm·lv in a 
semi-tropical areas such as Brisbane, 
the stench from these urinals nnrlcr 
"llte se hool is very strong. I think 
that is aggravated by the polic:' of 
lmilding the bovs' urinals in ~concr"tr. 
I think an instruction hrrs hec>n issue(l 
recently that the back of the urinals should 
be of stainless steel. That is essential. 

Toilets should be .constructed outside the 
school building to get maximum ventilation. 
I raised the matter with a previous Minister 
for Education the late George Devries. 
He was able to appreciate many of these 
problems and discuss them with the hon. 
members. His opinion was that toilets should 
be outside the school buildings. I ask the 
MinistRr to consider my suggestion. It is 
particularly important in semi-tropical areas 
and the tropical regions of the north and 
western parts of the State. The heat in those 
places accentuates the nuisance. 

The Mitchelton State School was constructed 
in the past six years. The vent from the 
toilet block goes through two storeys of the 
building. The school has three wings joined 
at one encl. The prevailing wind blows the 
odours from the vent into one wing, caus­
ing cliscomfoTt to the teachers and chilc1Ten. 
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Hon. members representing rapidly ~xpand­
ing electorates such as Kedron and Cherm­
side, have a duty to make constructive sug­
gestions so that the problems may be con­
sidered by the Minister. 

ninny school sites s0lected Years a.~o are 
unsuit'lble. Some are in hollows and other 
site3 are incapable of being tunwd into 
natural playgrounds. I do not want to over­
,,-ork the parish pump, but I mention the 
Mikhelton High School as a case in point. 
Other hon. members have the same problems. 
It was erected on the only ground available 
to the Department of Public \Yorks, but the 
n vaila bl ·: grounds are in a valley, an cl the 
making of a playground would cost a great 
deal of m'lnev. Facilities for rc·.oreatiou as 
•vcll as for s'tudy must be provided in any 
educational system. The Department of 
Public \Vorks is reluctant to undertake the 
construction of a playgTDund at the Mitchelton 
High School, possibly because of the cost. 
.\s a school playground is essential, the cost 
should not be considered. 

Until 1951, the policy of the \ustntlian 
La hour Pint:· in government was tlwt sehools 
shoul(l have playgrounds in such a couclition 
that school committees could effect improve­
ments such as the building of cricket pitches 
anrl football ovals, but unfOTtunatPl~' after 
that yenr the policy fell into th~ discard, 
and many school grounds, particular!: in tho 
metropolit ~n area, arc not fit for sporting 
'tct.ivities. 

I :1sk the Minister to consider the present 
procedure. Proposals arc submitted b:' the 
Department of Education to the Main Roads 
Commission for investigation. 'l'he Main 
Roads Commission then repOl'ts to the 
Department of Public "Works, and in many 
instances it is resubmitted to the Moin Roacls 
Com;nic-·ion because of the high estimate for 
the work. I suggest that the Minister 
investigate these matters and put into effect 
the policv enunciated by the Australian 
Labour Puty whilst in government. 

l!Ir. Heading: They did not carry it out. 

:iUr. LLOYD: I agree that in many cases 
they did not. I instance the Everton Park 
Sta'te school, 'Yhich has no playground. The 
site for the school was chosen 50 years ago. 
It was th~n ::t country school known as the 
Dun;vavillc State school, and had only one or 
two classrooms and an enrolment of al::out 
50 or 60 children. With the development of 
Evcrt01: Park, however, the attendance at the 
school has increased enormously. There are 
no plaTground facilities and there are not 
likely to be any. The Main Roalls Depart­
m2nt 1-ecommended to the Department of 
Pubbe Works that from £10,000 to £12,000 
be spent on making a playground, but it was 
eventuallv decided that that was too much 
monPy to spend. A very small project costing 
n b011t £2,000 or £3,000 •vas carried out, but 
VPI"; little improvement "as made. 

These are matters that affect many schools 
in Queensland, and the Minister should be 

empowered to spend more money on the pro­
vision of playground facilities. 

An unfortunate feature of ~ome debate~ in 
the Chamber has been the statement that 
J,abour novernments in Queensland spent less 
per hend of the population on education tkm 
did any other government in the Common­
\,ccalth. That is shm;-n in the Common':, calth 
Year Book. Hmvever, many factors have to 
be taken into consideration when such state­
ments are made. It is all very. >vell to 
quote figures baldly, but an important point 
to remember is that since the end of \Vorld 
\Yar II not one child in Queensland has been 
refused education facilities because of a lark 
of accommodation in State schools. In 
Victoria and Kew South \Vales, despite the 
apparent larger expenditure per head of 
population on education, children have l•een 
Tefused education facilities because of a lack 
of accommodation. 

~Ir. Nicholson: The age of admission 
in Queensland had to be advanced a year. 

JUr. LLOYD: That was done only 
recentlv. I am referring to the period from 
1946 o~. Even up to the time when the age 
of entrv to State schools ,,-as advanced hy a 
~-ear, ,;o child. in Queenslaml was refused 
accommodation in a State school. Of com·se, 
the GoYernm•,nt bad to resort to the use of 
temporary classrooms, which are no'\ out of 
elate. In passing, one of the first things the 
Minister should do is to do away with eYcry 
temporary classroom at Queensland's State 
schools. I instance the Stafforcl State school, 
which has been divided into an infants' sec­
tion and a primary seetion. The infants' 
section accommodates between 200 anrl 300 
children, while the primarv school has an 
enrolment of over 1,000. The primary scbool 
is a beautiful building of brick construction, 
but the infants' school, which of course 
nccommodates children of tender years, is 
composed of temporary buildings. That is 
very unsatisfactory from the point of view of 
both the children and the teachers. For some 
time I have been trying to have an infants' 
school built to plans that are being prepared 
by the Department. I repeat, the first duty of 
the Department of Public Works is to do 
away with temporary classrooms in all schools 
and give the children their rightful entitle­
ment of a permanent building. I am levelling 
this criticism at the department itself, not 
at its architectural section. I know that the 
rlennrtm0nt 's architects are overloaded with 
work. The number of children attending 
hoth primary and secondary schools in 
Queensland has increased tremendously 
since the end of the war, with the result 
that the architectural section of the depart­
ment has been grossly overloaded with work. 

I deeply regret the delays that have occur­
red between the decision to draw up plans 
nnc1 snecifications for a new school and th 0 ir 
completion. The usual procedure is for the 
Education Department to recommend to the 
Department of Public Works thRt a new 
school building be erected in a certain centre. 
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The Department of Public Works then 
approves of the recommendation. First of 
all the architectural section draws up sketch 
plans, rough plans for approval. Then comes 
the actual planning. So many new primary 
school buildings have to be erPcted, so many 
additions to existing school buildings and so 
many new State High Schools, that the work 
of the architectural section of the Depart­
ment of Public WOTks is overloaded and 
there is a great dela:r in the completion of 
plans. The original approval of the plans 
for the Stafford Infants' State school, for 
instance, dates back about two years. Even 
now only sketch plans are in existence, and 
that is one of the most urgent building con­
struction needs in the metropolitan area. 
The solution lies either in recruiting more 
architects or in facilitating the work of the 
department. 

Far be it from me to criticise any of the 
officers. I have come in contact with them 
too often to do that. I know the great job 
th•'y are doing and the strain under which 
thq work. 

'l'lte Under Secretary, Mr. Longland, has 
made valuable contributions to governmental 
administration. No doubt he will continue 
to do as good as a job as., he did while 
employed as Migration Officer at the depot 
at Kangaroo Point. 

~Ir. Low: He is a very able officer. 

3Ir. LLOYD: I do not need to be told 
anything about Mr. Longland 's worth. He 
taught me at school. The work he did in 
the Immigration !Department was highly 
valued throughout the State and by many 
migrants from Britain. Those hon. members 
who did not visit Yungaba while he was 
there should inspect it some time to see what 
has been done. Only about 3 per cent. of 
the total intake of British migrants have 
returned to England dissatisfied with con­
ditions in Queensland. There is an employ­
ment office and many other facilities to make 
people feel at home. The State can well be 
proud of Mr. Long land's work and the new 
Government should be grateful to him. When 
we look at the Commonwealth administration 
of immigration and the selection of migrants 
to Australia other than under the assisted­
passage scheme, we can see how the depart­
ment has worked to the advantage of the 
State. 

(Time expired.) 

Mr. RAE (Gregory) (7.39 p.m.): I con­
gratulate all hon. members on their election, 
and I congratulate our very able Minister, 
Mr. Heading, on his appointment. 

I pay tribute to a very wonderful and a 
very grand man, the late George Devries. He 
did an excellent job; he was a great friend 
and an outstanding citizen. 

Honourable Jiembers: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RAE: I feel somewhat like a lad 
who has arrived late at school-nervous and 

quite worried about everything. However, I 
am here at last. The electors of Gregory 
seemed to think I was a rather important 
person, and no doubt, would be able to do 
much for them. However, after being here for 
a few weeks, I am satisfied that I have a great 
deal to studv. It is almost like going back to 
school to t' S>Yot'' again. The reception 
given to me was very kind and, although some 
hon. members may differ from me politically, 
at least we are all anxious to subscribe as 
competently as we can to the welfare of this 
great State. It is for Gregory and Gregory 
alono that I am here. Firstly, I shall debate 
and deal with education as it applies to the 
veoplc out there. It is a colossal area, nearly 
93,000 sq. miles of country, embracing only 
two major towns, Longreach and \Vinton. 
Smaller, though no less important, are Boulia, 
Muttaburra, Jundah and Il:fracombe. Out 
of the 1,000 children that I understand are 
in the area half of them go to school in 
Longreach. Longreach is all the more 
blessed for their coming there. A hostel 
is necessary to cater for the needs of these 
children who have to travel 300 or 400 miles 
by car or aeroplane to attend school. If 
the Minister for Education and the Minister 
for Public ·works could arrange for the 
construction of a hostel it would be a great 
achievement in one of the less thought of 
areas of Queensland and I am tmre that in 
co-operation with the Country Women's 
Association, this could be effectively staffed. 

Because of the farsightedness of the old 
pioneers most western towns are situated 
where there is plenty of water availablP. If 
water is available surely school children 
could have the advantage of septic systems. 
The sooner we get cracking the sooner 
a long overdue necessity will be provided. 
They have them in the city, why not in the 
\V est~ I know that it is verv difficult for 
some hon. members to think as I do about 
the outback because these areas are so com­
pletely cut off from the cities. For too long 
there has been no constructive understanding 
of this. Although we hace not received very 
much consideration in the past, we have con­
tributed more than handsomely to the welfare 
of the State. Through the Railway Depart­
ment alone Winton and Longreach have con­
tributed £500,000 in the transport of sheep 
and cattle, apart from wool and everything 
else. 

I have heard hon. members say in the 
Chamber that they would like some form of 
dredging done in Cabbage Tree Creek, or 
somewhere else to let boats sail about or 
something like that. It makes me think, 
"By heavens, we have a lot to wake up to 
in· this State! It is getting all out of 
hand!" Out in the West we do not get any 
privileges at all, we merely exist. Various 
matters like the week-end headlines in the 
Press are very annoying. It is time that 
we took serious stock of the si tu a tion so 
that the less privileged people could enjoy 
the benefit of their hard work and skill and 
Trojan-like enthusiasm. 
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I wish to discuss the police barracks, the 
Comt House and C.P.S. offices-the horror 
of the whole set-up as I see it today. 
Winton has shown great progress through 
the efforts of real people who, through 
determination and personal interest, are pre­
pared to subscribe to the welfare of their 
town. 

Our former Government did not co-orwratc 
in any way to help them. Let us show them 
that the Government of the day is equally 
as enthusiastic as the people themselves. 
During the last election campaign many hon. 
members had the privilege of visiting 
vVinton, and they were amazed at the state 
Df the old police barracko, the eourthouse 
and C.P.S. office. They are damnable. I 
have never seen such a blot on the land­
scape. . When everything else is going ahead, 
whe-n personal enterprise is rearing its >I orthy 
hl'arl and endeavouring to do something, the 
previous Government sat back and did 
nothing. Yet these high!;· qualified men who 
ha,-e studied at night-schooh and universities 
to Of]uip themselves with the knowledge to 
enable them to hold dom1 these jobs, get 
absolutrly no reward for their personal 
(lltcrprise or ambitions. I ask the Minister 
e,;pecially to bear this in mind. It not onlv 
. r:pplirq to vVinton ''-·hich is the No. 1 horro.r 
a:: 1 nr as public buildings are concerned. \Ve 
1Yilo f'lwulc1 set the stnndnrd for them to fol­
h1Y. That ehould be our policy. We have 
'tntioned there an Inspector of Police and the 
Regional Director of Education and the 
Clerk of Petty Sessions, the lastnamec1 
living in a home that I am certain v. as 
designed for a Stanthorpe climate. I never 
saw any design that was more ridiculous for 
a western area. The kitchen measures 7 ft. 
by about 9 ft., in the middle of which is a 
fuel stove. Imagine a poor woman trying 
b .:et afternoon tea; she 1YOulcl not. be able 
to sit in the kitchen owing to the heat. If 
you are building a home in Cloncurn· yo11 

rlo not rdopt a design snitable for a homo 
in \Van·,ck. The homes built by the depart 
nwnt o:rt there are drab and dull. They are 
all pamted an unattracti,·e brown colour." 
!'lwrc is no originality in design or colour. It 
Is rm attitude of, '' \Vho gives a damn let us 
~uild it and get out of the place.',' 'l'hat 
1s ,.,-hat the foreman says and the men say 
the snme thing. I do believe that. hy per­
sonal approach we shall achieve much for 
t~l8 peopl.e who have workec1 so hard to gain 
t"1e posrh?ns they hold, and '"ho in the past 
have received such poor support from the 
Government. 

lUr. Ewan: What about the wool expert? 

lUr. RAE: We have an industrial 
inspector, recently married who is doing a 
good job. He could not buy a home 
1: '<>a use there was none to buv. There have 
1 -~nn_ nin.e homes built by the' Housing ('nm-
11110"10!1 m 16 years. What a rrrord. This 
i t' e area that gives you all the money. The 
bncl ranger has a small room and a little 
llruse dom1 the yard; there is no septic. The 

position of sheep and wool adviser has been 
vacant for a long time. Mr. Oakes, the wool 
and sheep adviser in Winton when he asked 
about a home he was told that there was no 
home. He, his wife and two children, had t0 
board at the hotel for \Yhich he 11as charged 
£47 a week. 

A Government ]}!ember: Where is he 
now~ 

JUr. RAE: In Win ton, living in one 
or two rooms and sharing a veranda. If no­
one makes any noise he may get an hour or 
two of rest. It is a grim story. The Govern­
ment must be realistic; they must do some­
thing for the people of the area. 

Officers of the Department of Public LanCi~ 
and Inigation arrived in Longreach with 
great plans for the area, but found that they 
could not get accommodation, let alone a 
place to put a table and telephone. They 
eventually purchased a private house in Emu 
street, which is today the office of the depart­
ment. It is a ridiculous state of affairs. The 
previous Government spent millions and 
millions of pounds on this worl,, but they 
did not see fit to provide offices or accommo­
dation in keeping with their vision of the 
\York and requirement~ essential to big 
schemes and high!:;- skilled officers . 

I could mention many other th1Pgs, but I 
have not the time to do so. I shall mention 
only one. Birdsville is a small tJwn, but it 
is a big centTe that subscribes handsonwly to 
the coffers of the State. 

JUr. Nicllolson: And subscribed hand­
somely in votes to the Government. 

Mr. RAE: 100 per cent. The constable 
of police has to suffer the humiliation of 
being th€l only person in that town depending 
for light on a hurricane lamp. He receives 
phone calls from people who may be repOTt­
ing a shooting affray, and must proceed tc 
take notes of it by the light of a hmri.cane 
lamp. This may be in accordance with legu­
lations, but \Yhat an unreal position! Every 
effort must be made to provide for these; 
people who have had so little for so long at 
k:tst the simple amenities that mean so much 
to them. 

The Government have a huge back-log of 
work to do, but swift corrective measures 
must be taken to give officers of the C.P.S. 
sen·ice, inspectors o£ police, public servants 
and other amenities, in keeping with their 
llGSitions, and so make their lives more 
enjoyable and in keeping \Yith their 
qualifie:< tions. 

lllr. KEYATTA (Townsville) (7.58 p.m.): 
I heartily congratulate the MiEister on his 
appointment. He is a pioneer of Queensland, 
one who has played an important part in agri­
cultural and show societies. I also con­
gratulate Mr. Longland on hi--, nnpointmcnt 
as Under Secretary of the department. He is 
a very efficient ~ffi0er. I also commend :he 
officers of the department, who nre renc1erm_g 
a fine service to the State. The Department 
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?f Public !'i~o;·ks plays a Yery important part 
m the actlv1t1es of the State. Every public 
building in Queensland stands as a monu­
ment to the zeal and enterprise of succes­
sive Governments. The Townsville Central 
State School is a wonderful example of 
modern school architecture, and is something 
of which we can be proud. It is a credit to 
the policy of the previous Government and a 
monument to the efficiency of the depart­
ment's employees. 

I suggest that in the future planning of 
every State school provision should be made 
for a swimming pool. That would help 
greatly in saving lives. If a s; imning pool 
vas built in the grounds of every State school, 
every child could be taught s~IYimmiug, life­
saving, and resuscitation. 

I make a strong plea for the erc"-'tion of a 
new school at South T'ownsville. It is a \ ery 
large suburb of Townsvillc and the present 
school is one of the oldest school buildings 
in Queensland. It is highly unsuitable for a 
tropical climate. I know that the Depm·tment 
of Public Works will play its part if it gets 
the necessary recommendation from the 
Education Department. 

It was ~with a great deal of sadness that I 
hectrd today of the working conditions that 
exist not only in Parliament House but in 
many other buildings in which public servants 
work. It is certainly not to the credit of the 
Government of which I was a member. If 
what has been said is true, I was unaware 
that such a state of affairs existed. Of 
course, I am not doubting the Minister's 
word. I have known him for years as a 
straigl~tforward and honest man. But I 
cannot understand how the previous Govern­
ment were allowed to get away with it, par­
ticularly when public servants belong to such 
powerful unions. The Government compel 
private concerns to conform to their legis­
lation, but they disregard their own laws 
probably on the presumption that the Crown 
can do no wrong. I place that presumption 
on the same basis as the right that a member 
of Parliament has to malign someone and be 
protected by privilege from an action for 
libel. 

As I say, I make a strong plea for the 
building of a new school at South Townsville. 
There is a very valuable piece of 
land fa"-'ing T'he Strand and running pm·allE'l 
with Mitchell and Stuart Streets that 
was reserved for a teachers' training college. 
Housing must be given priority a1rd the Gov­
ernment are making every endeavour to catch 
up on the lag, but planning for education 
should be continued. The success of any 
education system depends on the housing of 
scholars, the citizens of the futme. The 
school plays nearly as important a part as 
the home in moulding the mind of the child, 
and a pleasant and comfortable environment 
means much to the student. 

Improved facilities and amenities for the 
staff of Parliament House are long overdue. 
It is amazing that nothing has been done 

about it befme. I include myself in the 
condemnation becnuse I have been a member 
of the Government fer so many years. 
Ignorance may be bliss but we must accept 
responsibility. It was not brought to our 
notice by the unions whose membeTs worked 
under those eonditiow,. 

~When member', of the Opposition were 
crowded into one room it wns no credit to 
us and it is no credit to the present 
liovernment that we arc cramped. I have 
be ,"n gi>·cn just a table. I lmve no waste­
paper basket, a telephone, or even a drawer. 
Of course, we are uembers of Parliament 
mrd the hon. gentleman >Yas speakin>; of the 
stnff. I suppose 1>'e must be prcpaTecl to 
suffer some of the incouycnicnce we are 
responsible for. I eomnH'nd the Minister 
on the moYe to impTove conditions. 

The plan for a combined Comt Hoube and 
Supreme Court building on the corner of 
Sturt and Stoke Streets, -has been in existence 
for about 17 years. The late Hon. Ja~Ck 

0 'Keefo was responsible for it. 

lUr. Heading: It has the dust of ages 
on it' 

lUr. KEYATTA: The old Supreme Court 
building ha~ been condemned for nrany ve;aTs. 
Townsville is growing fRst and sprGH1ing 
far, not only at Hermit Park and Munding­
burra, but also at Stuart and Giru and along 
the line to Rollingstone. Before long the 
Minister "-ill be inundater1 >vith applications 
for public buildings to give the people ser­
vice. Although the hon. member for M:un­
clingburra thinks the Supreme Court should 
be moved out to Hennit Park, it is 
important that it be c~ntralh' situated in 
the city. The present Supreme Court build­
ing could be converted into public offices. At 
present vital records have to be conveved 
from the Court House to the Supreme Court 
and vice versa and some may be lost in the 
process. I am resurrecting the matter in 
the hopP that some action will bt> taken. 
The Minister is civic-minded and he has 
the ~welfare of the State at heart so he 
cannot fail to give it consideration. 

Townsville is the queen city of the North 
and the second city in the State, although 
Toowoomba challenges it. I look forward 
to seeing the Minister's plans carried out. 
Even at the present time the high school 
is overcrowded and additional accommoda­
tion must be found for more scholars. This 
is the only opportunity I have to raise these 
matters and I commend them to the 
Minister's consideration. I shall reserve the 
little time I have left to say something more 
later on. 

lUr. ANDERSON (Toowoomba) (8.12 
p.m.): I congratulate the Minister on the 
able manner in which he presented his esti­
mates. He has got his teeth into the many 
problems that confront him. I congratulate 
hon. members opposite who have admitted the 
omissions of the Labour Government in not 
providing certain amenities. 
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Mr. Davies: Do not forget that a lot 
was done. 

lUr •. ANDERSON: Yes, there was a lot 
done m other r.espects. I congratulate the 
past Government on their wonderful job on 
various public buildings throughout Queens­
land. On the whole they are of a very high 
standard. I know that the present Govern­
ment will maintain the standard and increase 
the number. 

In Toowoomba, and I am sure in many 
other areas, the reel soil in school playgrounds 
must cost thousands of pounds in maintenance 
of school buildings. Bitumenising of play­
ground surfaces would reduce maintenance 
and cost of repainting considerably. 

Jir. Wood: Have you any idea how 
much has been spent on bitumenising play­
grounds~ 

llir. ANDERSON: I do not know what 
has been spent, but there is still much more 
to be done. 

JUr. Davies: A grand job has been done 
with playgrounds. 

Mr. ANDERSON: There is still much 
more to be done. 

Reference has been made to the amenities 
at Parliament House. Why not ask an inspec­
tor under the Factories and Shops Acts to 
go over all Government buildings so that we 
·Can put our own house in order before we 
insist on others bringing their premiscc~ up to 
the required standard~ 

.liir. Aikens: Why do we not do that 
With all Government buildings? 

~Ir .• ANDERSON: Yes, all Government 
bmldmgs. We should set the example and 
put our own house in order. Have an inspec­
tor go over our own buildings and bring 
them up to standard before insisting that 
others do it with theirs. 

There is a building in George street known 
as '' Binna Burr a.'' It has ''Department of 
Health and Home Affairs'' and ''Govern­
ment Statistician'' painted on it. What an 
ey:so.re i.t is! I am not referring to the 
bmlclmg Itself but to the growth of weeds in 
what I suppose is meant to be a garden. The 
weeds are 3 feet or 4 feet high. We are 
trying to encourage development in Queens­
land but here is an eyesore right at the 
front door of Parliament Hou:>e. The new 
Government have not been in office very long. 
It was the fault of the previous Government. 

Mr. Watson: They planted the seed. 

lllr. ANDERSON: We are reaping the 
harvest. We must have civic pride in our 
departmental offices. 

.The increased allocation for the department 
th1s year speaks well for the :Minister. He 
must have been able to put up a good argu­
ment for more money for his department. 

lllr. Davies: Things do not look too 
promising in this morning's paper. 

~Ir. ANDERSON: Very good! The week 
before last a <chool building was to be shifted 
into a country area. Because of lack of 
co-operation between the Department of 
Public Works and the Department of Trans­
port fee~ had to be paid first. It S€Pms wrong 
that one Government department should try 
to get fees out of another Government depart­
ment for transporting a school building. 
There should be closer co-operation between 
the various departments. 

The Migration Department is cloing much 
to encourage immigrants to come to Queens­
land and I am sure the Go..-ermnent will do 
everything possible to incrensc the numbers 
coming to this country: :'>Iy policy is a 
Bring-out-Britons campaign. If 1ve bring out 
more Britons we will have a bettt·r Queens­
land. I wish to pay a compliment to the 
Director of Local Government, Mr. Sowell. 
Being in local government I han' had many 
interviews with officers of the department, 
and none has been more courteous than idr. 
Sewell, Mr. McNamara and their staff. The 
~liuister referred to the delavs that hav@ 
occurred in the approval of pla1;s and he said 
that the Brisbane town plan had been held up 
for three to five vears. The Toowoomba town 
plan was held up for a couple of years some 
years ago before it received appro.-al. It was 
two years before the Films Commission gave 
a decision on the drive-in theatre in 
Toowoomba. \IVe trust that the new Films 
Commission will speed up rleci·-ions, and that 
there will be no undue delay by the Local 
Government Department in dealing with town 
plans. Local Govemment is closely associa­
ted with the peo]Jle. Thev proYiclo many 
nmenities such as water, sewerage, and elec­
tricitv. I commend the Minister for his 
enthdsiasm and drive which augurs well for 
the future of Queensland. 

~Ir. HOUSTON (Bulimba) (8.22 p.m.): 
I congratulate the Minister on the introduc­
tion of his first Estimates. I assure the hon. 
gentleman that as far as the men on the job 
are concerned he need have no fears. The 
men working on the various Government 
buildings are a batch of happy, very con­
scientious ·workers. The speed and quality 
of their work is very creditable. 'fhe prev­
ious Government adopted a system of building 
at the Central Technical College which this 
Government should continue. I refer to the 
'establishment of central classes for the 
various trade groups. Recently the Depart­
ment of Public \IVorks completed a school for 
the teaching of building trades apprentices. 
I think the Minister will agree it is a very 
fine school which is approved by the teachers 
and the apprentices. There are many other 
trade groups there that have had a very raw 
deal. Owing to the lack of finance after the 
war the Governments were not able to erect 
the new schools required. The school for 
carpentry apprentices was a good start. It 
is most essential that the various groups of 
apprentices have their own school. I do not 
mean that there should be separate schools; 
they all should be in the Central Technical 
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College grounds. At present we have one 
central part known as the Electric~! school. 
Other electrical classes are held in the build­
ing just inside the main gate, and others in 
buildings in the domain. It is impossible for 
a senior teacher to supervise work in these 
scattered classrooms. 

Quite a lot of equipment is necessary in 
the teaching of some subjects. Some are 
taught in rooms not equipped for the purpol'e. 
Answers to questions asked by apprentices 
may call for a demonstration on some 
machine, but the equipment is not available. 
If a separate building with classrooms 
equipped for the teaching of various subjects 
was erected, it would be a grmt imprm-enH'nt. 
The laboratory is well equipped, and in time 
will be improved with the introduction of 
modern equipment, but much specialised equip­
ment is needed for the instuction of electrical 
apprentices and it is not readily available at 
the moment. I suggest that consideration be 
given to the building of self-contained trade 
blocks when extensions or renovations are 
possible. 

Two vital subjects c:re armature >Yinding 
and welding. At the moment there is no 
place in which to hold these classes. When I 
worked on the syllabus it was my desire and 
the desire of employers that armature wind­
ing should be taugl!t as in other States, 
but inquiries revealed that the Government 
were not able to provide a building. It 
would not be possible under existing con­
ditions to teaeh that subject, but with a new 
building it could be included in the syllabus. 

My remarks also apply to fitting and 
turning and other trades, but to a lesser 
degree. 

I come now to conditions at the Technical 
Correspondence School. I worked there for a 
number of years but I did not enjoy the con­
ditions. The consensus was that thev were 
bad. That may have been due to lack of 
finance, I ask the Government to give 
perhaps more consideration than was done 
in the past to this vital work. The best 
results can be achieved only if teachers are 
given the best fa-cilities. These men work 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., the hours of the public 
service, not the ordinary hours of teachers. 
T'hey have to read 40 to 50 pages of fools­
cap every day of the week. The >York is very 
tiring, particularly on the eyes. The light is 
very bad, particularly in winter, and towards 
the end of a week the teachers complain that 
their eyes are tired. If a new building can­
not be obtained for the correspondence 
section, at least decent lighting should be pro­
vided in the present building. 

Unfortunately the building is very close to 
the South Brisbane railway station and the 
dust nuisance is veq bad. Frequently when 
drawing papers are left ovemight on the 
desks, they cannot be touched in the moming 
without leaving dust smears all over the 
papers. The students cannot be criti-cised 
for dirty work; it is not their fault. The 
building is not lined. 

1\'Ir. Aikens: Why lea;ve the papers 
uncovered overnight~ Could they not be 
covered~ 

lir. HOUSTON: In what way? 

Mr. Aikens: With cloth. 

JUr. HOUSTON: If the hon. member 
inspected the conditions, he would agree that 
it would not be practicable. I do not know 
how the building could be made dust-proof, 
but the expenditure is warranted. If the 
Minister visited the building and saw the con­
ditions as they ordinarily exist, he would 
realise that no-one in particular is to blame. 
The whole of the fault lies with the poor 
conditions under which the work has to be 
done. 

I feel very strongly on the subject of 
technical educa,tion and I am endeavouring to 
have things put right. Justifiable allowanees 
have been made for the previous Government, 
but that is no reason whv conditions should 
be allowed to remain as they are. \Ve must 
progress with the times. 

A previous speaker mentioned the need 
for septic systems in country schools·. How­
ever, there is a very great need for septic 
systems in schools in the metropolitan area 
because of its very concentrated population. 
I have referred previously to the Cannon Hill 
State School, which has 1,100 pupils and is in 
urgent need of a septic system. I have 
previously described in detail what goes on at 
the school, but the Education Department 
could easily find it out for itself. It is not in 
the best interests of the children that it should 
go on. The only answer is a septic system. 
The Murarrie State School is smaller than 
the one at Cannon Hill, and if finanree is 
lacking now perhaps it could have a septic 
system Rome time in the future. 

A matter came to my notice during the 
week. I do not know if the Minister is 
aware of it, but if he is I should like him to 
say something about it during the debate. 
I refer to the painting of the fence at the 
Bulimba State School. At one corner of the 
school grounds is a tennis-court, and two of 
its fences form part of the fencing of the 
main school grounds. However, the depart­
ment has painted the school fences right lfP 
to the tennis-court, but has left the tenms­
court fences unpainted. That is a very 
niggardly action, p~rtwularly whe~ t~e 
painters are on the JOb and the pamt IS 

there. The school committee is a very 
vigorous body; it has collected more than 
£5,000 for school improvements during the 
last few years. However, the members of 
the committee cannot be expected to exert 
their efforts when the department leaves the 
tennis-court fence unpainted. 

1\'Ir. Aikens: If there was no tennis­
court the department would have to paint 
the fence. 

Mr. HOUSTON: That is so. 
Mr. Heading: Are you referring to the 

Bulimba School~ 
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Mr. HOUSTON: Yes. I am mentioning 
this matter not because I want to push the 
Bulimba School to the forefront; I am merely 
mentioning facts·. Other hon. members may 
have a similar complaint, and if Bulimba 
.School is the odd one out--

lUr. Heading: I can assure you that it 
is not the odd s,;hool out. 

Mr. HOUSTON: Then I hope the 
J\'[inister will excuse me for working the 
parish pump. 

Another matter to which I wish to refer is 
the swimming pool at the Bulimba State 
.School. It is greatly appreciated not only 
by the people who>,e children attend the 
school, but by those whose children attend 
the Morningside School and other schools, 
and use the pool at the Bulimba School. 
Unfortunately, because or something beyond 
the control of the school committee, part of 
the flooring on the area surrounding the 
baths has sunk. It will have to be repaired, 
and the school committee has been told that 
it will have to do the job. I admit that it 
will be subject to a Government subsidy, but 
the school committee provided half the money 
to build the baths. If the .committee went 
out of existence, surely the baths would not be 
allowed to deteriorate to such an extent that 
no-one could use them 'I Is the school com­
mittee to be responsible for ever for the main­
tenance of the bathsW They have become part 
of the school property and are under the 
school's direct control. Surely the committee 
should not be required to maintain them. 

J'IIr. Heading: Has the school committee 
lost control of the baths~ 

lUr. HOUSTON: Virtually. The com-
mittee cannot let them out to an outside 
organisation and in that way get money to 
keep them in repair. They have become ;cchool 
property. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. Burrows: They are on the depart­
ment's land. 

lUr. HOUSTON: That is true. Some of 
it could be separated but I am not 
querying that. Other school children use 
the baths but the only ones called on to 
pay are those who supplied the money to 
build them. 

Jlir. Aikens: Which school is that? 

lUr. HOUSTON: Bulimba. I ask the 
Minister to see if some better arrangement 
can be made with the school committee when 
the baths are being used by others. 

lUr. Aikens: Who arranges for the 
children of other schools to use the baths 
at the Bulimba school W 

Mr. HOUSTON: The Department of 
Education. 

Mr. Aikens: Then they accept full 
responsibility for the baths, I take it. 

J'~Ir. HOUSTON: They should. I leave 
it with the Minister. 

JUr. Anderson: What was the policy 
of the previous Government on that~ 

J'~Ir. HOUSTON: It did not happen with 
the previous Government. They were very 
generous with the building of baths. 

.i'~Ir. Burrows: A generous subsidy. 

lUr. HOUSTON: They paid their half as 
soon as the school committee paid its half. 
I am concerned about maintenance and I 
think hon. members will be, too. 

I do not want to be over-critical of the 
department but the fences round some police 
stations are very unsightly. The men at the 
stations repeatedly repair them until they 
can no longer be repaire<l and then they 
are merely propped up. The neighbours are 
usually quite disgusted at the contrast with 
their own attractive fences so I ask the 
Minister to do all he can to have new 
fences erected when requested. 

When I look up at the public galleries 
above the Chamber, I think it is high time 
the Government installed a lift in Parlia­
ment House. No elderly person can hope 
to negotiate the winding staircases. The 
unsatisfactory state of affairs has existed as 
long as the building has. Various Govern­
ments have been in power so it is not a 
political issue. But on behalf of the aged 
people in particular who wish to hear the 
proceedings, I urge the Minister to consider 
the installation of a modern lift. 

J'~Ir. HEADING (Marodian-Minister for 
Public Works and Local Government) 
( 8.40 p.m.) : The Leader of the Opposition 
spoke of day-labour and contract work. 
The previous Government carried out both 
day-labour and contract work for a long 
time and that will continue.. I have one in 
mind at the moment, the school at Childers 
which is being painted by contract. It is 
worth about £2,000. I know that during 
the election it was said that a Country­
Liberal Government would sack everybody, 
but we are hoping to keep all the men in 
work. If they play the game and do a good 
job they will not be neglected. Sometimes 

·we have not the staff and have to call 
tenders to have the work clone by contract. 
It just depends on which suits the depart­
ment. If the men are short of work, we do 
it mostly by day-labour. 

il'Ir. Davies: Very often you call tenders 
and get no response. 

~Ir. HEADING: There is not much of 
that today. Tenders are lower these days. 

The Leader of the Opposition asked if I 
favoured a separate Works Department for 
the Department of Education. I think that 
with proper co-operation between the two 
the Department of Public Works should be 
able to handle all the work. The Minister 
for Education and I will co-operate and I 
have no doubt that we will manage all right. 



1002 Supply. [At)BK\1BL Y.] Supyly. 

Jir. Aikens: Did not you suggest that 
yourself when you were a private member 
of the Opposition~ 

lUr. HEADING: I know what I said 
·when I was a member of the Opposition. 
I am saying what I say now as Minister for 
Public Works. We can do the work for the 
Department of Education. \Ye confer and 
matters are dealt with in order of priority. 

A great deal \Yas made of what I said 
about the shortage of loan funds. I do not 
run round the country &aying thcbe things on 
a political basis. Hon. members opposite 
have done that. Manv loans \Yere not filled 
Loan money was sin1ply not available and 
nobody knows it better than the hon. mem­
ber for South Brisbane. 

Jlir. Hilton: \Vhat about loan money for 
drought relief the other day ! 

lUr. HEADING: That was not loan 
money at all; that was a gift. The hon. 
member is miles behind the times. 

JUr. Aikens: You did not get any. 

llir. HEADING: That is right. It is 
not the first time we did not get :my, either. 
I remember the time that the Labour GoYern­
ment did not get any. It is not a matter of 
whether the CommomHalth Government are 
restricting us on loan money. Loan money 
is difficult to get. It is no use making it a 
political matter. 

lUr. Aikens: You know why? It is 
because of the hire-purchase firms. 

I\Ir. HEADING: I am not going to bring 
in the hire-purchase firms. 

Wherever we can we are putting in 
fluorescent lighting. Once instnlled fluores­
cent lighting does not use as much current as 
ordinary lamps. It gives a better light and 
as I say we are installing it wherever pos­
sible. 

The hon. member for Mundingburra 
rr"ferred to cementing underneath the Aitken­
vale school. \Vherevcr we possibly can we 
intend to cement underneo th all schools. 
Twelve or 18 months ago the Government 
could not cement underneath all the schools 
because they did not have the m011ey. Money 
is still the difficulty. There is no need to tell 
us that it _,hould be done; we know it. ·we 
shall do it wherever we can. Money b a 
commodity we have all he en short of at· times; 
lYe know how difficult it is to carrv on with-
out it. · 

RefPrence was made to the unsuitability of 
the soil at Mundingburra school for a septic 
system. There might be a different type of 
soil on each side of the riveT. On one sid.e 
the soil may absorb the effluent eYen though 
soil on the other side will not because of its 
clayey nature. That may be the reason. I 
have not seen the area. Soil types can vary 
almost within a few feet. 

lUr. Aikens: With an extra length of 
pipe you could run the effluent to where the 
Jubilee Bowling Club is running theirs. 

lUr. HEADING: I do not know whether 
thev are on the same side of the river. I 
thhik the hon. member said that they were 
on different sides of the river or creek. How­
ever, I shall have another look at the matter. 

The hon. member for Kedron said that the 
hon. member for Brisbane had an architect's 
plan prepared for the improYement of the 
amenities in this building. I know all about 
that. What I am complaining about is that 
the plan was never put into operation. 

The use of stainless steel for urinals was 
quite a good suggestion by the hon. member 
for Kedron, one that we are carrying out with 
urinals in school buildings. 

As to the improvenwnt of playgrounds, it 
is the responsibility of my depmtment to 
level them but then it is a matter for the 
school committees and the Dep~rtmcnt of 
Education. The Education Department 
grants a 50 per cent. subsidy for various 
schoolground improvements. The hon. member 
for Kedron referred to £10,000 to £12,000 
being spent on a playground. That is a huge 
amount of money when we are looking for 
every penny. 

The elimination of temporary classrooms 
was referred to. Temporar~' classrooms 
should be eliminated where possible but there 
must be another building ayailrrble to house 
the children. Until you get nwthcr building 
you cannot afford to destroy the temporary 
classrooms. The other clay the :Minister for 
Education in Victoria told me they spent 
£2,000,000 a year in carrying secondary 
school children to school. That is l1etter than 
we do. Unfortunately we have not spent as 
much money as the other States on education, 
but we hm'e not had it. The hon. member 
for Kedron complained that there >Yas much 
delay in the preparation of rlans hetwcen the 
Education Department and the Public \\Torks 
Department. These things take time. As I 
pointed out, we are short of architects, but we 
do employ architects outside the department 
when we are up against it. 

The hon. mPmber for Gregory macle ~ goocl 
maiden speech. He saicl that there is no 
hostel in Longreach, although there were 1,000 
children attending the Longreach school. It 
appears to me that it is a job for the peorlc 
themselves to take in hand, with the chance 
of a subsidy pTobably from the Government. 
The C.W.A. would probably build it as they 
are building them in many other places. At 
Gayndah in my electOTate the Shire Council 
is building a room for which they are get­
ting a subsidy, and the C.W.A. will run it. 
If the people at Longreach worked along 
those lines they should get a hostel. It is a 
case of where they can help themselves. It 
is no use expecting the woTld in a few months. 
Hon. members must remember that the lack 
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of school buildings is prevalent all over 
Queensland, and we cannot catch up in a 
year or two yearB. 

The hon. member for Kedron said that 
septic systems were necessary in all schools. 
We are installing them as fast as we (·an, 
because we realise their importance. Mnn~; 
parts of Brisbane are not sewered :;·et. 

Reference was mude to the condition of the 
police station and court house at \Vinton. 
There are many others in the same condition. 
If hon. members have a case fnr a new court 
house or a police station they should approach 
the people responsible for initiating the 
work. Although we do the building the other 
departments find the money. \Ve do not o:1J 
to the Police Commissioner, ''You build o 
police station at \V in ton.'' He comf" to us 
and says, ''I want some of my mnncy spent 
in building a police station at \Yiuton.'' 

~When the hon. member for Grcgory "as 
speaking about the necessity for a hostel, I 
suggested to my friend, tl1e C\Iinister for 
Agriculture ancl Stock, who is sitting on m7 
left, that that was one of his babies. I 
suggest to the hon. mcmlwr for Gre\;or:v that 
he put his case to the J\finister for \gri­
cultme and Stock. If they want lh to builc1 
him a hostel, that is all right, particularly 
if that department finds the money. The 
remarks of the hon. member for GregOTy 
about the condition of the buihlings in his 
area was a severe condemnation of the Ln hour 
Government, who held that electorate, I mn 
told, for the last 51 years. I assure the 
Chamber that they >Yill have more COJJsiclera­
tion from me. If I stand for anvhoc1v I 
stand for the people in the back hloc.ks. 'our 
job is to look after them in the best wnv 
possible, because we owe a lot to them. Th.e 
city people would agree if they knew the posi­
tion. After all, they know that the prosperity 
of the State rests on the primary producers, 
who grow wool and other products for export. 
How often have we said that we are riding 
on the sheep's hack. 

An A.L.P. ]}[ember: You might remember 
that when you are redistributing the seats. 

li'Ir. HEADING: Many people will have 
much to say on the redistribution of seats. 

I assure the hon. member for Gregory that 
we have our conferences and that we look 
into all their complaints. The hon. member 
for Townsville mentioned the necessitv for 
building swimming pools at schools.· IY e 
could not attempt that because of the cost. 
It is a matter between the school committee 
and the Minister for Education. When the 
Estimates for that department are under con­
sideration the hon. member will have an 
oppmtunity to bring it up. He also sug­
gested that health inspectors should inspect 
all Government buildings. If we had 
put a health inspector into the kitchen 
at Parliament House he would have 
closed it long ago and we should 
have had to go to the hotel for a meal. 
I shall consider the representations about the 
South Townsville school. I haYe no know-

ledge of the file on the building of a court 
house and police station at Townsville. 'l'he 
hon. member said that they have bh'n planned 
for 17 years, but at the moment no money 
is available for this pmpose. 

It was said that the Govemmen t should 
plan for the future. The Government are 
mvare of that. Cabinet is looking to the 
future. It is concerned about the lack of 
amenities everywhere and is trying to over­
take the lag of essential work. 

The hon. member for Toowoomba mentioned 
the bitumen sealing of playgrounds. Money 
would have to be mnde available for that 
work, but I suggest that the energetic com­
mittee in Toowoomba should take up the 
matter with the Department of Education. 

I shall go into the ,tatements about Binna­
Burra. 

The Films Commission has been mentioned. 
New members have been appointed not because 
the former members were not doing the job 
well enough but because they did not have 
sufficient time to cope >Yith this work The 
new members are doing a good job and dis­
posing quickly of the •vork. I had to insti­
tute inquiries in Brisbane to find men who 
could devote part of their time to the work, 
and the task of :finding suitable people was 
very difficult. It was only after the widest 
inquiries that three men were obtained. 

The hon. member for Bulimba mentioned 
the Technical College and temporary class­
rooms in the Domain. The only reason why 
they are used b that no other place is avail­
able for the students. I have promised the 
Lord Mavor that at the earliest possible 
moment the buildings in the Domain will be 
removed, but the work cnnnot be rlone in a 
rbv. I'Ve must obtain other buil(lingc to 
replace them. 

:iUr. Houston: I suggested, when new 
buildings are possible, thn t each trade group 
should have its mvn building. 

lllr. HEADING: That will be considered. 
I am sure the Uncler Secretary listened 
intently to the remarks of the ho1~. member. 

The hon. member also mentioned the dust 
nuisance and the installntion of n septic sys­
tem. That is possible only ,,-hen money for 
the pm·pose, sufficient wah'r ancl the right 
soil are available. 

The hon. member for Bulimba made repre­
sentations about the painting of the fence of 
the tennis court. I take it the tennis court 
belongs to the school~ 

JUr. Houston: Yes. 

1\'Ir. HEADING: That will be considered. 
He mentioned a lift in Parliament House, 

a subject mentioned by many other hon. mem­
bers. I have spoken of it, and so has the 
hon. member for Cooroora. It would cost a 
good deal of money. The Speaker and I agree 
that in making improvements at Parliament 
House we should work from the bottom up, 
in the .first place giving amenities to those 
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who do the hard work in the building. When 
further money is available a lift 1vill be con­
sidered. I realise only too well the need for 
it. My doctor has advised me not to hurry 
when going up stairs. If a lift was available 
I would not even have to walk up stairs. 

~Ir. HODGES (Nash) (8.59 p.m.): It 
is not necessary to elaborate on the work; of 
the department, the administrative capacity 
and experience of the Minister or the energy 
and efficiency of the officers of the depart­
ment. 

Local government is a very important 
part of our democratic system. With 
adequate finance local authorities pro­
vide employment for residents of the area 
and so add to general prosperity. 
Therefore, any consideration that is given 
to local authorities will contribute substan­
tially to the welfare of the areas concerned. 
Local government is also an avenue for the 
stabilisation of employment, and a wonder­
ful source for the assimilation of migrants. 
As we all realise, Australia as a whole and 
Queensland in particular rely greatly upon 
an increase in population; to make the 
State progress a rapid increase in popula­
tion is essential. The only way that can 
be achieved is through a vigorous migration 
programme. We are very fortunate in 
having Mr. Longland in the Department of 
Public Works. He was associated for some 
years with the Migration Department, where 
he did a wonderful job. If local govern­
ment received encouragement from t:Qie 
Minister and the Government, it would 
result in the speeding-up of the migration 
policy to the benefit of Queensland. 

All those who are connected with local 
go>·ernment realise that there is insufficient 
liaison between local authorities and the 
various Government departments. I refer 
particularly to the Department of Agricul­
ture and Stock, the Irrigation and Water 
Supply Department and the Main Roads 
Department. In cities and towns there is 
also the Postmaster-General's Department. 
Frequently expensive work is undertaken by 
a local authority in laying down a street or 
a footpath, and shortly after the work has 
been completed the Postal Department will 
tear it up to lay cables, or the Irrigation 
and Water Supply Department will dig it 
up to lay pipes. If there was a co-ordinat­
ing committee, a good deal of unnecessary 
work could be avoided. 

JUr. Davies: Some of those departments 
are Commonwealth departments. 

Mr. HODGES: The Postal Department 
is a Commonwealth department, but it could 
be represented on a co-ordinating committee. 

J.Ur. Davies: It would be very difficult to 
co-operate with a Commonwealth department. 

Mr. HODGES: I do not think so. 
Frequently when a road is constructed in 

a local government area, a large fill is 
placed between two hills to eliminate grades. 

If the local authority concerned co-operated 
with the Department of Irrigation and 
\Vater Supply or the Department of Agricul­
ture and Stock, the fill could be used as the 
basis of a weir. Most main roads go 
through fertile areas and, as I say, the fills 
could be used as the basis of weirs for 
water conservation. At present, reinforced 
concrete pipes are laid under the fills at 
ground level, but if they were raised to a 
height that would ensure that water could be 
retained without inundating the surrounding 
property, it would be a step further in bringing 
about co-ordination in water conservation. 
I suggeBt that before plans are completed 
for the extension of any school they should be 
submitted to the local school committee for 
approval or comment. 

Mr. Davies: You can quite easily get 
them if you want them. 

~Ir. HODGES: That has been done, but 
it could be made a rule to ask the schqol 
committees for suggestions for modifications 
because they are familiar with the require­
ments of their own area. 

The Minister said the department intends 
where possible to concrete underneath schools. 
That was brought to his notice at the new 
school at Gympie West. It was very danger­
ous for primary soehool children to play under 
it and very promptly departmental approval 
was given for the concreting. 

It is unfortunate that the Gympie West 
school was built in a very remote area. No 
doubt in time the population will grow but 
until it does there will be much heartburning 
among the residents. The school is well away 
from any residential area and the children 
who attend it will have to negotiate a stock 
route and traverse a very rough and dusty 
road. I have been assured by the local 
authority that it will improve the approaches 
before the end of next year if possible. How­
ever, the children will still have to face the 
hazards of livestock-and livestock from out­
back stations are often quite wild. It would 
have been a different matter if suitable land 
had not been available closer to settlement. 

Jlir. Davies: Is the playground area 
satisfactory~ 

Mr. HODGES: Yes, very satisfactory, 
but for the next four or five years the hazards 
will exist. The whole problem could have 
been avoided if the local people had been 
asked to consider the proposal in the first 
plwce. 

I know the Minister and the officers of the 
Local Government Department have the 
welfare of the people at heart and we look 
forward to their co-operation and help. 

1\Ir. BURROWS (Port Curtis) (9.12 
p.m.): I commend the officers of the Depart­
ment of Public Works from the apprentices 
up, including the architectural branch and 
the clerical staff of the Brisbane office. They 
have always been very courteous and efficient. 
Some of them travel about the country and, 
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as a representative of a country electorate, 
I !Can speak well of their work. I commend 
them for the workmanlike and diligent way 
in which they carry out their duties. 

There has been some recrimination and 
self-accusation by hon. members about 
facilities in Parliament House. I sincerely 
hope than hon. members will look a little 
further than Parliament House. Any defects 
here were, and still an:, the responsibility of 
the Parliamentary Buildings Committee. I 
have never been a member of that committee, 
but from time to time hon. members from 
both sides of the Chamber are appointetl. 
Parliamentary records will show thrrt three 
members of the Opposition and three Gov­
ernment members were appointed. Of course 
the Speaker is an ex-officio member of every 
committee. If anything has been amiss the 
responsibility rests equall:- upon the shoulders 
of all members of the committ0~, or on both 
parties because they were cqurrlly represented. 
Like many other committees I do not think 
that they met as often as thev should. I do 
not think any member of tl1e committee has 
the right to go into the maids' quarters to 
see whether the accommoclntion comes up to 
standard. The committee certainlv had a 
duty and its members must aec 0 pt fuh respon­
sibility if the standal'ds have not been 
reasonable. 

In my opinion the Department of Public 
Works has done a mighty job since the war. 
We must remember that there was a rig 
back-lag. It was not easy to catch up 
because it was not fair that merclv because 
they were the Government the Government 
should unduly compete for the limitecl sup­
plies of materials. As materinls became more 
plentiful the Government were facerl with a 
serious shortage of ioan funus. If you have 
no socks on you cannot pull them up; if you 
have no money you cannot spend it. Now 
that he is ministerial head of the department, 
the Minister will have a much grf>ater realisa­
tion of the problems facing it than when he 
was an hon. member of the Opposition. 

I pay tribute to the work done throughout 
the State by school committees. There are 
45 or 46 schools in my area, and it is won­
derful to see the work done by the respective 
committees in raising funds to improve play­
grounds. As the provision of library ancl 
sporting facilities, the arranging of picnics 
and many other activities of school commit­
tees do not come within the scope of the pre­
sent debate I shall not touch on that aspect 
of their work. As I travel about I make it 
a rule never to go past a school. It gives 
me extreme satisJaction to see what l:ws been 
done by school committees. Very selc1om 
do I find lack of evidence of enthusiasm, 
interest and expenditure of energy by n 
school committee attached to a school in my 
area. 

I wish to refer to the installation of 
electricity at Rosedale, a country school in 
my electorate. The Railway Department has 

installed a plant at Rosedale, and an appli­
cation to allow the school to connect with 
the Railway Department supply was gener­
ously granted by the Commissioner. The 
department's supply is more than is required 
for its own wo1·k. It would be many years 
before the regional board mains came down 
that far. I asked the school committee 
what they were prepared to do to assist with 
the installation. The school is situated some 
distance from the railway plant and five 
or six electric light poles will he necessary. 
The school committee said that they would 
provide and erect the poles, but they did 
not know anything about the wiring of 
them. They ask that the Education Depart­
ment arrange for the wiring of the poles, 
and the necessary wiring at the residence. 
I put that proposition to the Minister for 
Education. 

JUr. Windsor: Is it A.C. current. 

::Ur. BURROWS: Yes, 240 volts. The 
installation of electTici t:v will enable the 
people to enjoy benefits for >Yhich they 
would have to wait many years till the 
regional board extended their mains to the 
area. The intervening area is sparsely 
populated, therefore it would not be an 
economic proposition for the regional board 
to lay dmYn the mains. I sent a copy of 
the suggestion of the school committee to 
the Minister for Education and the Minister 
for Public \Vorks. I was bitterly disap­
pointed with the reply from the Minister for 
Education who told me to take it up direct 
with the RaihYay Department. I wish to 
pay the Minister for Public Works this 
tribute: I have received a sympathetic 
hearing whenever I Jun-e had occasion to 
approach him. The hon. gentleman knows 
the community of which I speak. During 
the election campaign he and I had tea 
together at that place. If they get the 
electricity they have sufficient funds to buy 
small projectors which will enable them to 
show films and enjoy an amenity that is 
otherwise not available to them. I do trust 
that when the Minister eRn spare the time 
he will deal with the matter; and I am 
sure that the hon. gentlemmi will give it his 
serious and sympathetic consideration. The 
committee of the High School at Gladstone 
has a credit balance of some hundreds of 
pounds after spending large amounts on the 
school. The committees of all the schools 
throughout my electorate are willing to 
assist. The total value of the contributions 
of those committees and all the other com­
mittees throughout the State amounts to 
more than a considerable sum. These com­
mittees are to be commended for the way in 
which they have formed working bees, par­
ticularly in thE' country areas where most of 
their members are practical men. School 
committees have in their ranks men of 
practical experience, and they do a good job. 
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Concreting under schools has been men­
tioned. I submitted a proposal to the depart­
ment that it supply the cement and allow 
something for the cartage of gravel so that 
the work could be carried out by the com­
mittee. Committees of these schools are made 
up of bushmen, and the average bushman 
knows as much about the laying of a con­
crete floor as the workers of the depart­
ment. 

l'iir. Hilton: The department offered to 
supply material for the wOTk, but the com­
mittee would not carry it out. 

:ilir. BURROWS: I do not agree with the 
interjection of the ex-Minister. 

lUr. Hilton: It is true. 

:ilir. BURROWS: There was some con­
flict between us on the subject. The esti­
mates for the work varied. In the meantime 
further funds became available, and work­
men of the department arrived at a school 
not more than a few miles away to carry out 
similar work at that school. The committee 
of the iirst school learned by the grapevine 
of this action and naturally wanted similar 
treatment. 

A Government :iliember: They thought 
if it was good enough for one school it was 
good enough for the other~ 

lUr. BURROWS: Yes. School committees 
co-operate with the department in the pro­
vision of amenities. 

I advise the Minister not to discard the 
day-labour system. My experience is that 
work of better quality can be obtained in 
this way. Some contractors are honest and 
others are dishonest. Before I entered Par­
liament I was secretary of. the Gladstone Hos­
pital for about 21 years and know the work 
performed there by contractors. Despite the 
closest supervision the work \Yas never as 
good as that done by day-labour. The cost 
of day-labour work is lower. The work per­
formed by day-labour at the Gladstone Hos­
pital is a monument to the system. 

All concrete piers are supposed to contain 
at least four lengths of reinforcing steel. On 
one occasion some piers erected by a con­
tractor had to be removed. Prior to their 
removal I was prepared to bet that they 
contained the speciiied four pieces of steel, 
and told the workmen engaged on the removal 
of the piers that they would have to cut 
through the four pieces. They drew my 
attention later to the fact that there was 
only one piece of steel up the centre. They 
climb up the ceiling and take off the collar 
tie after the inspector has gone. They put 
in weatherboards instead of 6-in. x 1-in. step 
risers. Departmental officers could mention 
many other tricks of contractors. 

I wish the Minister well. I am sure he is 
approaching his task conscientiously. 

Progress reported. 

The House adjourned at 9.31 p.m. 

Questions. 




