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THURSDAY, 7 NOVEMBER, 1957.

Mr. AQTING SPEAKER (The Chairman
of Committees, Mr. Taylor, Clayfield) took
the chair at 11 a.m.

QUESTIONS.

OPERATION OF QUEENSLAND-BRITISH Foop
CorPORATION, PEAK DowNs.

Mr. HART (Mt. Gravatt) asked the
Premier—

‘(1) What was the date of commence-
ment 'of the Queensland-British Food Cor-
poration project at Peak Downs%’’

_“ (2) ‘When were agricultural operations
diseontinued on the project?’’

¢“(3) When was the project finally wound
up?’’

‘“(4) When were the interests of the
United Kingdom Government transferred
to the Queensland Government?’’

) ‘“(5) What was the total amount
invested by the Queensland Government in
the project?’’

€¢(6) In each finaneial year during the
period f.rom the date of commencement of
the project to the date of disconmtinuance
of agricultural operations were losses
incurred, and, if so, what was the extent
of loss in any such financial year?’’

““(7) What was the total loss on the
project up to the date of discontinuance of
agricultural operations?’’

8y Was' the projeet wound up on the
recommendation of the Corporation itself?
If so, what were the reasons given?’’

Hon, G. F. B, NICKLIN (Landsborough)
replied
““(1) The operations of the Corporation
comprised agricultural, pastoral and pig-
raising aetivities. Ploughing ecommenced
1957—2r

on the Peak Downs property on May 22,
1948, and cattle fattening on a small scale
in the year 1948-1949. Pig raising was
commenced during 1949-1950.7

¢6(2) An area of 1,500 acres was sown
to wheat in July, 1955, and harvested by
November 4, 1955. Since then no further
agriculture was undertaken. Piggeries
were closed by November 30, 1955, and all
cattle were sold by November 30, 1956.”’

(3 and 4) The Queensland-British
Food Corporation ceased on September 30,
1952, when the Queensland Government
purchased the interests of the United
Kingdom Government therein. A corpora-
tion known as the Queensland Government
Central Queensland Estates took over for
the liquidation of the assets and in the
meantime earried on agrieultural, pastoral
and pig-raising pursuits. The disposal of
all assets was completed by November 30,
1956, and except for the receipt of moneys
approximating £2,100, all proceeds due
have been brought to aceount.’’

¢¢(5) The total amount invested by the
Queensland Government in the Queensland-
British Food Corporation was £A625,000.
The United Kingdom Government’s share
was purchased for £A1,203,600 with
interest at 31 per c¢ent. per annunm.
Inelusive of this interest charge, the total
cost to the Queensland Government of its
share in the original Corporation and for
the purchase of the TUnited Kingdom
Government’s interests was £A1,295,804.”’

¢ (6) To September 30, 1952, when the
Queensland Government took over the
assets and liabilities, the accumulated loss
was £826,161 as follows:—VYear ended
March 31, 1949, Loss, £15,226; year ended
March 31, 1950, Loss, £336,455; Six
months ended September 30, 1950, Profit,
£138,439; Year ended September 30, 1951,
Toss, £355,058; Year ended September 30,
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1952, Loss, £257,861; Aeccumulated Loss:
£826,161. For the period from inception
to September, 1950, the accounts were not
drawn on a basis which readily enables the
results of the several activities to be
obtained. The acecumulated overall loss at
this date was £213,242. For 1950-1951,
the loss on grain production, without
taking into aceount Head Office charges,
was £245,077, and for 1951-1952 £204,033.
Sinee September 30, 1952, overall trading
profits of £223,856 were made, agricultural
operations econtributing £1,446.7’

“6(7) It will be seen from the answer
given in No. 6 that the result of all opera-
tions conducted by the original Corpora-
tion to the date of disbandment,
September 30, 1952, was a loss of £826,161
and that the overall trading result since
that date was a profit of £223,856. The
net result of agrieultural, pastoral and pig-
raising operations was therefore a loss of
£602,305.77

€¢(8) Yes. Following the consideration
of a report by an Advisory Body set up
by the Corporation in 1952 to give an
independent expert opinion on the future
of the project, the Corporation prepared a
memorandum for the information of the
two governments. The Corporation stated
it rejected the recommendation of the
Advisory Body that some of the properties
be sold and that the future emphasis be
on sound long term developmental prin-
ciples and agrieultural and stock manage-
ment techniques appropriate to the region
rather than on the urgency of immediate
food production. On the contrary, the
Corporation advised that, in the light of
losses which had occurred, the Board was
anxious that no further unavoidable losses
should be made and were driven to the
conclusion that mno further large scale
sorghum growing commercial operation in
the area is justified until the correet
techniques and economics have been proved
on the farm seale. This adviee was accepted
by the two governments. The Advisory
Body which reported to the Corporation
on its aetivities eomprised:—Mr. A. F.
Bell, M.Se.Agric., Under Secretary,
Queensland Department of Agriculture and
Stock; Mr. D. N. Mathieson, Australian
Manager of the Scottish Australian Com-
pany Ltd., Sydoey; Mr. A. H. Savile,
Regional Director of Agriculture, Tangan-
yika; Mr. T. H. Strong, M.Se.Agrie,
Director of the Commonwealth Burean of
Agricultural Economies, Canberra. See-
retary:—Dr. D. Williams, Bureau of
Agrieultural Economies, Canberra.  The
observations of that Advisory Board reveal
that an alarming state of affairs existed,
as will be seen from the following extracts
from the report:—

¢The Committee finds that this urge
to expand operations as quickly as
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possible resulted in inadequate atten-
tion to appropriate agricultural prin-
ciples and also increased unit costs of
production.  This is considered to be
a major cause of the present diffienlties
of the Corporation.’

¢This same sense of urgeney may also
be in part the responsible factor in the
lack of ligison hetween the Corporation
and practical farmers and Government
agenecies responsible for experimental
work. The failure of the Corporation
to make full use of the experience and
knowledge of scientifie officers and
technical authorities has resulted in at
least some of these officers losing interest
in the Corporation’s future activities.
Thig is a most unfortunate position and
must be corrected.’

¢There has been a lack of integration
of sorghum growing and beef cattle
husbandry in a combined land use pro-
gramme. Accordingly, the efficlent use
of sorghum stubbles and surrounding
pastures has not been achieved. The lack
of adequate fencing of cropped areas
together with inadequate development
of watering facilities have prevented
grazing of large areas of pasture lands.
Furthermore, there have not been enough
beef cattle ecarried to enable the
Corporation  to minimise losses by
graging sorghum erops which have not
been harvested for grain. Continued
lack of attention to subsoil moisture
reserves at planting time to the nged for
fallowing and to water and soil con-
servation have all contributed to erop
failures and to the scale of losses
experienced by the Corporation.  In
many eases crops have been planted
when there have been insufficient reserves
of subsoil moisture.’

¢There does not appear to have been
any rotational plan in the Corporation’s
programme introducing stock husbapdry
as an integral part of farm operations.
Consequently, there has been 2 lack of
co-ordination between the stock and the
cropping enterprises.’

¢The committee eonsiders that central-
ised remote control is inappropriate to
s venture of this nature. There 18
evidence that the Corporation resembles
and is operated in many respeets as a
Government Department rather than as a
business organisation.’

¢The eomposition of the Board made
up in part by Government officers and
of members with inadequate experience
in technical and practical agriculture
together with its methods of ecentralised
remote administrative control are factors
which have contributed to the lack of
emphasis on sound agricultural
principles.’

‘Phe most striking feature of the cost
strueture of the Corporation’s ac‘g1v1tleg
is the heavy cost of administration.’



Questions.

‘Many of the machinery units
employed on the Corporation’s properties
are illmatched. Some of the tractors
are too light for ecertain implements,
resulting in reduced output and undue
wear and tear.’

¢ Another factor which hag eontributed
to inefficiency has been the nature of
power units, The tractors mostly in use
do mnot deliver sufficient power wunder
field conditions of the regioms to enable
cultural operations to be carried out
with high efficiency.’

‘The Corporation’s investment in
spare parts and stores was heavy at
September 30, 1951, on the four main
farming units. This poliey of keeping
sueh large stocks not only ties up funds
unnecessarily but also encourages a ten-
dency to requisition before full use is
made of the part to be replaced and
thus encourages waste.’

As the Honourable Member can see from
such damning eritieisms by sueh a com-
petent board of enquiry, the project was
doomed to failure from the date it com-
menced and it is just another example of
the inability of Secialist State-controlled
undertakings to measure up to the efficient
methods employed by private enterprise
and by the experienced practical farmer.
It is apparent that the success of the
project was the least of the worries of the
then Labor Government. Their paramount
conecern was that the undertaking had to
be conducted in acecordance with the
socizlistic ideology of that Government,
We well recall tne report in the press
and the fanatical outburst by the then
Minister for Public Lands and Irrigation
(the Honourable T. A. Foley) who was
then a member of the Australian Labor
Party but is now a member of the
Queensland Labor Party. This report, in
the Brisbane ‘‘Telegraph’’ of June 15,
1949, stated:—¢ . . . members of the party’
(referring to the Government Labor
Party) ‘inspected reak Downs with obvi-
ous relish and their enthusiasm knew no
bounds . . . the sentiments of the party
Were crystallised by Mr. Foley when he
sald ‘1f this is socialism, then give us lots
more of it.” The findings of the Advisory
Board, some of which are mentioned above,
are sufficient answer to the plea of the
then  Minister for Public Lands and
Irrigation. I am quite sure that many
Members of the present House have not
had an opportunity of Perusing the Report
of the Advisory Board and the comments
made by the Queensland-British Food
Corporation thereon, and 1 therefore lay
upon the Table of the House a copy
thereot,’”’

Whereupon the hon. gentleman laid the
report upon the table.

[7 NovEMBER.]
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Work Doxk BY MR. Houstow, M.L.A., FOR

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.
Mr. GAIR (South Brisbane) asked the

Premier—-

‘(1) Is he aware that Mr. J. W.
Houston, M.I.A. for Bulimba, returned
to his office of profit in the Education
Department after his election to Parlia-
ment on August 3, 1957%’’

“(2) Does he consider that Mr,
Houston’s action in so doing represents
a breach of the provisions of Section 5 of
the Officials in Parliament Aects, 1896 to
1953277

“4(3) If so, will he inform the House
what action he proposes to take in the
matter?’’

Hon. G. F. R. NICKLIN (Landsborough)

‘“(1, 2, and 3) This question seeks my
opinion on a question of law and May on
Parliamentary Practice, 14th Edition, at
page 337, lists among inadmissible ques-
tions one, I quote, ‘seeking an expression
of opinion on a question of law.’ As
at present advised, I do mnot propose to
take any action in the matter.”’

FruiTr CANNERY AT CAIRNS.

Mr. ADAIR (Cook) asked the Premier—

‘“‘As he was reported in ‘The Cairns
Post’ of July 16 as saying that his
Government svould honour the agreement
already made in relation to the building
of a cannery at Cairns, and such agree-
ment approved by the Gair Cabinet being
that when the required tonnage of ean-
ning pineapples were grown, 4,000 tons,
the Government would give a guarantee of
£250,000 to assist in the building of a
cannery and a further £250,000 to eover
working expenses, will he please now state
if this undertaking is to be fulfiilled by
his Goverment, should the required tonnage
be produced?’’

Hon. G. ¥, R. NICKLIN (Landsborough)

“¢The Honourable Member can be assured
that this Government is as concerned as he
is in regard to the erection of a cannery
at Cairns. However, unlike the Honourable
Member, the Government has responsibili-
ties fo the State, as well as to those
growers who may invest their money in a
cannery, to see that any such undertaking
is an economie proposition before it is pro-
ceeded with. Before carrying out any
agreement to furnish guarantees for the
erection of a cannery at Cairns, the Govern-
ment has first to be satisfied that—(a)
growers in the Cairns area would be pre-
pared to accept their share of the financial
responsibilities attached to the erection of
a cannery in the same way as growers in
other parts of the State have done;
(b) whether sufficient fruit of a suitable
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quality is available to warrant a cannery;
(¢) the economies of the proposal is sound,
in view of the availability of markets. It
is very evident that the Ionourable
Member has not attempted to make himself
acquainted with these essential require-
ments, and to assist him in getting a
correet appreciation of the question, I
would ag a matter of fact advise him that
1 have been reliably informed—(1) that
the estimated quantity of pineapples
available for canneries from the Cairns
distriet for the coming summer erop is
less than 50 toms; (2) that the prospects
for the sale of canned pineapples overseas
are far from hright; (3) that advice has
just been received that South Africa, our
prineipal competitor in the British market,
has at present 500,000 cases of ecanned
pineapple unsold in London, and in an
endeavour to clear these stocks has ecut
prices by 4s. 6d. per dozen (30o0z. cans)
and 2s. 6d. per dozen (15 oz. cans)
(4) South Africa has also announced that
they will sell next year’s erop at this
reduced price.  This price reduction is
equivalent to a reduction of £15 per ton
fresh fruit to the growers. Nevertheless,
the people of North Queensland can rest
assured that my Government, in aecordance
with its declared policy to do everything
possible to populate and develop North
Queensland, will give this matter their
earnest consideration with a view to
endeavouring to aseertain whether it is
economically practicable to proceed with
the establishment of this cannery at
Cairns.”?

NuUMBER PraTes oN MOTOR VEHICLES.

Mr. LLOYD (Kedron) asked the Minister
for Development, Mines, and Main Roads—

‘“(1) Is he aware of the growing
number of motor-vehicle owners who are
taking undue advantage of - the practice
of allowing vehieles to be driven without
number plates for a period of three days
after registration®’’

‘¢(2) As this practice could make it
difficult for members of the Police Force
to earry out their traffic duties, particu-
larly in the Metropolitan Area, will he
give consideration to making it necessary
that number plates shall be affixed to
vehicles immediately on registration?’’

Hon, 0. 0. MADSEN (Warwick—Minister
for Agriculture and Stock), for Hon. E,

EVANS (Mirani), replied—

‘“(1 and 2) T have already approved a
submission by the Commissioner of Main
Roads, whose Department registers motor
vehicles, that a recommendation be made
to the Governor in Council that ‘one day’
be substituted for ¢‘three days’ in the
appropriate regulations,”?

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Visit oF MINISTER FOR IEALTH AND HOME

AFFAIRS TO PALM ISLAND SETTLEMEXT.
Mr. JESSON (Hinchinbrook) asked the

Minister for Health and Home Affairs—

¢“(1) Did he make a recent inspection
of or visit to Palm Island Settlement?’’

€¢(2) If so, what was the reason for the
visit or inspection?’’

¢¢(3) What were the names of the hon.
members of Parlinment who accompanied
him?¢?’

‘¢(4) Did he extend an invitation to
them?’’

¢¢(5) Did they travel by train or plane
and, if by plane, who paid the fares?’’

“¢(6) As Palm Island is in the Hinchin-
brook Electorate, why was the hon. mem-
ber for the Electoral District treated with
gross discourtesy in not being mnotified or
invited to be present?’’

“6(7) Is it his intention to advise the
hon. member of any changes or improve-
ments as a result of his visit?’’

f¢(8) Is the above treatment to be
expected in the future from him?%’’

Hon. H. W. NOBLE (Yeronga) replied—

‘‘On my recent visit to North Queens-
land, I visited Palm Island. This visit
was made, firstly, in aecordance with my
policy of obtaining first-hand Xknowledge
by personal visits and inspections of the
establishments under the control of my
Department, and, secondly, to satisfy myself
regarding complaints that had been received
through some TUnions and Trades and
Labour Couneils. In spite of the fact that
the Police Magistrate at Townsville had
made an investigation, and submitted a
favourable report, those organisations con-
tinued to sponsor complaints by few col-
oured people whose records were such as
to make them not very dependable sourees
of information. In order to remove any
suggestion of Departmental bias, I decided
to invite four Honourable Members to
accompany me, and offered them the oppor-
tunity of making any inquiries they wished
on the Settlement. The Honourable Mem-
bers invited by me were the Homnourable
Member for Chermside, the Homnourable
Member for Townsville, the Homnourable
Member for Mundingburra, and the Hon-
ourable Member for Tablelands. That is a
Member each from the Liberal and Country
Parties, a Member from the A.L.P., and
an Independent Member., The Honourable
Member for Tablelands was unable
to accompany me, because of a previous
official eommitment; the Honourable Mem-
ber for Townsville informed me that he
could mnot take part because he was
forbidden to do so by his Party’s
Whip. It is rather interesting to
note that person is the very person who
has asked this question. It is therefore
very clear that the Honourable Member for
Hinchinbrook was fully aware of the pro-
posed visit some time before it was made,
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and if he were sincere, he had every oppor-
tunity to approach me on the matter. As
regards my alleged discourtesy in not
extending an invitation to that Honourable
Member, I would point out that no com-
plaints regarding Palm Island had been
received from his Electorate, nor had he
made any representations to me. On the
other hand, complaints had emanated from
organisations in the Electorates of the
Honourable Members for Townsville and
Mundingburra. Further, all Honourable
Members will agree, I think, that, as the
Honourable Member for Hinchinbrook so
rarely finds it possible to visit those see-
tions of his electorate where the great den-
sity of his electors reside, it would be futile
and a waste of time, to invite him to visit
a very remote section of his electorate
where so very few electors reside. The
Honourable Member for Mundingburra,
who lives in and looks after his electorate,
was in Townsville attending to the needs
of his electors, and, no doubt, to the needs
of the electors of the Honourable Member
who has asked this question, and his visit
to Palm Island cost the Department
nothing. The air fare of the Honourable
Member for Chermside was paid by the
Department. This is customary in eases
such as this. All Members of the House
will, T feel sure, be pleased to learn that
the Honourable Members who visited the
island with me freely questioned the inhabi-
tants, and advised me that they agreed
with my own findings that the Settlement
was being conducted efficiently and well in
the interests of its native residents, and
that the charges mentioned previously were
unfounded.’’

FRUIT AND VEGETABLE CANNERY AT
TOWNSVILLE.

{7 NovEMBER.]
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a further caunnery at Townsville, considera-
tion would be given to an applieation for
assistance in such a projeet by any
reputable organisation.’’

¢‘(4) The Government does not propose
to establish any State enterprises.’’

RETURN OF AGENT-GENERAL TO QUEENSLAND.

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) asked the

Premier—

‘“(1) Is it proposed to return the
Agent-General (Mr. Muir) to Queensland in
the near future for re-briefing.”’

“4(2) If so, could it be arranged for
Mr. Muir to spend some of the time in
North Queensland, and discuss with repre-
sentatives of public bodies and business
organisations any and all matters that
might enable him to give the fullest pos-
sible information on his return to London
to firms and people who might be interested
in the investing of capital or the establish-
ing of industries in the North?’’

Hon., G. F. R. NICKLIN (Landsborough)

replied—

“¢(1) The Honourable Gentleman is fail-
ing in his duty in not keeping abreast of
current events, My Government announced
over a fortnight ago that arrangements
had been made for the Agent-General to
return to Queensland.’’

“$(2) My Government has already
decided that the Agent-General for Queens-
land, on his arrival in this State, will visit
not only North Queensland but many other
parts of the State. What else could the
Honourable Member expect my Govern-
ment to do, well knowing that it is an all-
Queensland Government which has the
interests of the whole of the State at
heart and not omnly particular sections of
it

Mr. KEYATTA (Townsville) asked the pwropmest AT CONSERVATORIUM oF MUSIC.
Minister for Labour and Industry—
Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) asked the

“(1) K 2 licati h b
(1) How many applications bave been Minister for Education—

lodged with the Government for assistance
finanecially or otherwise in the establish-
ment of a Fruit and Vegetable Cannery in

‘“‘How many pupils are at present
enrolled at the Conservatorium of Musie,

Townsville’’ and how many of these have their homes in
€¢(2) By whom were the applications North Queensland?’’
made?’” Hon. J. A. HEADING (Marodian—

€¢(3) On what basis will assistance be
given or offered?’’

¢¢(4) In the alternative, will the Gov-
ernment give consideration to the establish-
ment of a cannery at Townsville in
accordance with the Williams Report?’’

Hon., K. J. MORRIS (Mt. Coot-tha)
replied—

€0 (1) Two.”?

¢+ (2) Both submitted by North Queens-
land Growers’ Association Ltd. (Mr. C.
S. Hoffman).’’

¢¢(3) If the cannery at Cairns is sue-
cesstully established, and provided that
he niarkets warrant the establishment of

Minister for Public Works and Local Gov-
ernment), for Hon. J. €. A. PIZZEY (Isis),
replied—

““Two hundred and twenty-seven pupils
are at present enrolled in the Conserva-
torium. One pupil has her home in North
Queensland.’”’

C.G. Moror SERVICES, ROCKHAMPTON, AND
Mgr. H. R. GARDNER, M.L.A,

Mr. MANN (Brisbane): I desire to ask
the Premier whether he has answers to the
following questions, which I addressed to him
on 31 October:—

““In view of the information supplied
by the Minister for Development, Mines,
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and Main Roads to the Housc on 24 Sep-
tember and 23 October, 1957—

‘1. Is he aware that Mr. H. R.
Gardner, M.L.A,, is and has been for
some years a member of the firm of
C.G. Motor Services, Rockhampton, as
shown in the Register of Firms?”’

€¢2. Will he make enquiries as to the
contractual relationship existing between
€.G. Motor Services and any person act-
ing for or on account of the Public Ser-
vice of Queensland?’’

¢¢3. Will he give early consideration to
the provisions of Section 6 of the Con-
stitution Act of 1867 and Section 7 of
the Legislative Assembly Act of 1867 in
relation to the foregoing matters?’’

Hon. G. F. R. NICKLIN (Landshorough)
replied—

€‘1t is eompetent for any public-spirited
citizen to sue in the Supreme Court for
tne penalties preseribed by section 7 of
the Constitution Aet of 1867, for the
offence suggested by this question. As 1
presume that the Honourable Member was
motivated by public interest in asking it,
I suggest that he take this course.”’

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed:—

Report of the Advisory Board and the
Comments made by the Queensland-
British Food Corporation thereon.

Report of the Queensland Meat Industry
Board for the year 1956-1957.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. HOUSTON (Bulimba) (11.21 a.m.),
by leave: I desire to make a personal
explanation. During my employment by the
Education Department, as a teacher of elec-
trical trade subjeets at the Technical Corre-
spondence School I not only carried out my
duties as required by the department but
also took an active interest in the welfare
of apprentices. As a result I was elected
by the Apprenticeship Group Committee to
investigate the possibility of having a new
course of training for electrical apprentices
brought into being. As a result of my
report, an employers’ representative and
myself were elected by the Group Committee
to compile a new course of instruetion. After
considerable effort a mew course of imstruc-
tion was arranged and subsequently approved
by the Government. I believe that all hon.
members will realise that this effort required
a lot of my own time for which I required
no thanks but I had the satisfaction of
knowing that my work was appreciated by
the Group Apprenticeship Committee and my
superiors in the Education Department, I
mention these facts because they have a
direet bearing on my later actions.

To continue the events as they occurred—
due to this new course of instruction a com-
plete new set of instruetion papers had to
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be written for correspondence students. My
genior instructor was given that task and
I, as next senior and due to my knowledge
of the requirements of the new course, was
required to check all instruetion papers
written before they were printed for distri-
bution to apprentices. By late 1956 the first,
second and third-year papers were written
and in wuse. In 1957 fourth-year papers
were being written and used. This year
was a particularly important one from my
point of view as it included a subject which
contained subject matter never previously
taught. I refer to the teaching of more
advanced electronies, This year my pro-
gramme ineluded the checking of these papers
and the teaching of this subjeet to the
fourth-year apprentices, I can assure mem-
bers that this meant considerable research
by my senior instructor and myself. It
should also be clear that at this stage only
the two of us were in a position to teach
the correspondence apprentices in this sub-
ject, and as the semior instructor was fully
engaged writing the papers, the ecorreeting
of the test answers was left in my hands.

This was the position at 12 July when I
went off on leave of absence without pay to
conduet my election campaign against the
Q.L.P. sitting member.

As my absence meant a complete stopping
of the checking of the new written papers
and a complete stopping of the correcting
of the apprentices test answers in the sub-
jeet containing advanced electromies, I volun-
tarily without elaim or pay corrected many
tests at home during the period 15 July to
2 August, as I believed it was not in the
best interests of the apprentices to stop their
corrections. !

On 5 August, although I was in the lead
and confident of vietory, as there was still
a considerable number of votes to be counted
I did not consider I should take on the duties
of the Member, so with time on my hands and
desirous of putting my affairs at the school
in order I went back to the correspondence
school. On the morning of 5 August
Mr, Turner, the supervisor, mentioned the
position of pay if I was elected and I told
him I was mpot worried but would carry on
as I wanted to leave the school feeling I had
not let it down; ineidentally I was working
ag part of a team which I consider is not
bettered anywhere.

In further diseussion with Mr. Turner I
signed the -attendance book to establish that
T did return to the school on 5 August, This
was thought neeessary for in the event of my
finally being defeated I would have been
without pay not only for the week, 5§ August
to 9 August, but for the following two We‘ek‘s
when the teaching staff were on their Exhibi-
tion vacation.

On 7 August, Mr. Meaney, accountant of
the Education Department, asked me to see
him and suggested I stop going to the school
as it may cause embarrassment to myself as
I was considered to be the Member. Not
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being conversant with the legal position as
to when a candidate becomes a member,
although still under the impression it was
on the return of the writs I decided to leave
the sehool as I did not wish to involve my
own position as the elected representative
of the people of Bulimba.

During the two days I was back at the
school I spent the time checking the com-
pleted instruction papers which completed
the subject and instructed my successor in
some of the pitfalls associated with this sub-
jeet so that he could earry on for the
remainder of the year.

On the return of the writs and my swear-
ing-in I officially notified the HEducation
Department of my resignation to take effect
from 2 August. This resignation was duly
aceepted in the following reply, which I shall
table—

‘“Department of Eduecation,
‘‘Brisbane, 29th August, 1957,

“¢Qir,

‘I have to inform you that His Execel-
leney the Administrator of the Govern-
ment, acting by and with the advice of
the Executive Couneil and upon the recom-
mendation of the Public Service Commis-
sioner, has approved—

(a) That your resignation as Teacher
of Trade Subjects, Division I. (Engi-
neering), Technical  Correspondence
School, Brisbane, be accepted as from
2nd August, 1957, as tendered.

(b) That you be paid the sum of
£193 8s. 2d. being the cash equivalent
of 8 weeks 2 days’ long service leave
for whiech you are eligible. A cheque
for this amount is enclosed herewith.

‘“Yours faithfully,

‘“H. . Watkin,
¢! Director-General of Eduecation.’’

At this stage let me state that I received
no pay for the apprenticeship papers I cor-
rected during the campaign nor for anything
considered work carried out on 5, 6, or
7 August. My main desire then and now
is to have the Technical Education Branch
operating efficiently and harmoniously in the
interests of the apprentices. I believe my
speeches in the House bear this out.

I am surprised at the member for South
Brisbane bringing this before the House at
this late stage as his associates in Bulimba
and the Liberal ecandidate and his friends
knew my movements on 5 August, because I
made no secret of my going to the school
as I considered then as I do now, that it was
my duty to put my affairs at the correspond-
ence school in order so as to cause as little
inconvenience to the department as possible
and above all not to penalise the apprentices
who had an annual examination to pass.

Whereupon the hon. member laid the docu-
ment on the table,
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SCREENING OF FILMS,

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: Hon. members,
T have to announce that at 6.30 p.m. tonight
there will be a screening of films to which
all hon. members are invited. One film is
the opening of Parliament and the other is
a documentary film prepared by the Govern-
ment Ichthyologist. The Committee will
adjourn at 5.45 p.m. for the evening meal.

SUPPLY.

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE—ESTIN ATES~~
SIXTH AND SEVENTH ALLOTTED IDAYS,

(Mr. Nicholson, Murrumba, in the e¢hair.)

EsTIMATES-IN-CHIEF, 1957-1958.
DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAYS.
GENERAL ESTABLISHMENT.

Debate resumed from 5 November
p. 864) on Mr. Chalk’s motion—
“¢That £1,053,170 be granted for ‘ Depart-

(see

ment of Railways—General Establish-
ment’.””’

Hon. & W. W. CHALK (Lockyer—
Minister for Transport) (11.36 am.): I

shall not speak at length, because I want to
give hon. members who may desire it an
opportunity to offer further econstructive
critieism.

However, I want to draw attention to the
wool traffic of the department. The feeling
is prevalent that the department has lost a
considerable amount of the wool trade from
the Far West. I have had figures taken out
for October this year and Oectober last year.
In the month just concluded, at Newstead,
approximately 60,000 bales of wool were
handled, compared with a little over 20,000
bales in Oetober, 1956. I have not been able
to get comparative figures for the other
months but it is interesting to note that at
Newstead approximately three times the
amount was handled this year.

Mr. Davies: Are you telling the Com-
mittee that 60,000 bales of wool came by
rail?

Mr. CHALK: Yes, those are rail figures.
I have not the figures for road transport,
because those who operate under the guise of
Section 92 of the Commonwealth Constitution
do not make returns, Consequently, without
the co-operation and assistance of the wool
houses those figures are not available.

Mr. Lloyd: Have you the figures for
QOctober, 1955¢

Mr. CHALK: No.

My, Davies: Do you intend to convey
that the railways have recaptured the wool
trade?

Mr. CHALK: In recent months the rail-
ways have captured a considerable amount
of the trade which it was thought early in
the year would go to road hauliers.
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Mr. Aikens: Another inch of rain in the
West and you will get the lot,

Mr. CHALK: We are hoping for rain.

There was some ecriticism about the cur-
tailment of orders to private companies sinee
I have been Minister for Transport. In the
past they did a considerable amount of work

for the department, and I want it
to be eclearly wunderstood, that the
department and the public generally

appreeiate the help of private enterprise in
the repair of locomotives and rollingstock.
However, it is my duty to see that adequate
work is retained for railway employees. I
subseribe to the belief that no Government
must particularly favour any employees
whether Government employees or in private
industry. It ig the responsibility of the Gov-
ernment to see that they receive a fair return
of work from their employees. If they do that
they are doing the correct thing in maintain-
ing full employment for men associated with
the department for years.

Because of dieselisation and the improve-
ment in normal operations and rolling stock
it is necessary this finaneial year to reduce the
work for private industry. I was a little
perturbed when it was said that the curtail-
ment was a direet Dblow against private
industry. I refer to a published' statement
headed ‘‘Direct Blow at Dalby’’ which was
attributed to Mr. L. F. Diplock, Q.L.P.
candidate for Condamine. It appeared in the
Toowoomba Press and is as follows—

¢‘Speaking during the Budget debate Mr.

Diplock said, ‘This is a direct blow at

the eeconomic stability of Dalby.” The

Government said it believed in decentralisa-

tion yet 40 men representing annual pay

of £30,000 now had no chance of finding
employment in the rural areas.’’

I have the hon. member’s statement in this
Chamber that Napier’s had 190 men, 140 on
railway work representing £180,000. He said
that in view of the answer by the Premier to
a question during the election eampaign
regarding employment there was no justifiea-
tion for the sacking of the men Napier’s had
to put off. This Government are not
responsible for the sacking of the men at
Napier’s. They have rendered to the depart-
ment a very good serviee in the past. Let
me point out that the amount of work
allocated to them over the years has been
in aecordance with the demand and the avail-
ability of work. Tn 1948-1949 the money paid
to Napier’s for work performed was £4,821.

Mr. Walsh: Their works were hardly
established then,

Mr, CHALXK: I know that. In 1952-1953
when they were established the amount of
work wag valued at £89,147 and in 1956-1957
Napier’s received a payment of £179,817.
That was when the establishment was at its
peak.

Mr., Walsh: And when you take rising
eosts into consideration.
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Mr. CHALK: I am not attempting to
suggest what was responsible for the rise. I
am merely pointing out the amount of work
given to Napier’s over the period. The
Government were faced with a curtailment
of work and they had to treat Napier’s
accordingly. I think the public should be
told. Furthermore, the previous Government
reduced the alloeation to £144,000. Whether
the previous Government are to blame or
not, I do not say, but if there was any blame,
the hon. member for Condamine placed it at
the door of his own Government. If he wants
to put the blame onto the Q.IL.P., let him
do so. The present Government are adhering
to a programme. We believe that Napier’s
are getting a fair allocation of the work
available to private enterprise.

Mr. Aikens: If you did it in your own
workshops there would be no need to send it
outside.

Mr. CHALK: T agree with the hon. mem-
ber for Mundingburra. I believe that it is
the duty of the Government to keep the men
that they have engaged over the years fully
employed.

Mr. Aikens: In their own workshops.

Mr. CHALK: In their own workshops,
as long as they are giving good service to
the department and are capable of doing the
work.

Mr. Davies: They are doing it.

Mr. CHALK: So far as I know they are.

I shall give hon. members the programme
for this year. Whether it was decided by
the previous Government or this Government,
or whether the figures have been altered
slightly since the present Government took
office is immaterial. For 1956-1957 an
amount of £1,755,365 was allocated to out-
side concerns, and for this year it is
£1,379,000. That is an indication that tl.le
Railway Department is playing its part in
endeavouring to keep men employed in out-
side organisations whose business has grown.
During the period following the war, the
department c¢ould not handle all its own
repair work.

Mr. Diplock: My criticism was not of
you. It resulted from a promise by the
Premier.

Mr., CHALK: I am prepared to defend
the Premier. He said that he believed in
decentralisation and that we should help
private industry to the utmost. That is
exactly what we are doing. Surely the hon.
member for Condamine does not want us to
do something to retain 30 men at Napiers
and at the same time dismiss 30 railway-
men.

Mr. Diplock: I do not mean that at all.
You are hedging.
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Mr. CHALK: That is exactly what the
hon. member is advocating. Only a limited
amount of work is available, and it is for
the Government to say whether they will
keep their own men in employment or dis-
misg them to help private industry to keep
its men. Any large business organisation
such as Walkers I.td., at Maryborough, the
Bundaberg Foundry and X¥vans Deakin,
realises only too well that there has been,
and will continue to be, a tapering off of
railway repair work available to private
enterprise. Because of that, outside organi-
sationg are trying to do all they can for
their own employees. Similarly, the Govern-
ment are doing the best they can for theirs.

I have raised this matter because 1
believe that there may be an attempt to
condemn the Government. We are simply
following what was done by our prede-
cessors. At the same time, we are trying to
keep the men who for years have given the
Government loyal service.

T shall deal with one or two other matters
after other hon. members have spoken.

Mr. GARDNER (Rockhampton) (11.50
a.m.): At the outset, I join with other hon.
members in congratulating the Minister on
his elevation to Cabinet rank. I hope he
will be as good a Minister as he was a eritic
last year when I was an hon. member of
Parliament for the first time. The Minister
sought to justify assistance to private enter-
prise but he admitted the many diffieulties of
the Labour Government in carrying out their
policy over the years. He said that the
Government would try to follow in the foot-
steps of their predecessors, that they did not
desire to make any very great alteration in
policy. If they apply commonsense and we
all work to make the railways pay, perhaps
at the end of 12 months I may be able ta
say that the Minister has done a very good
job. A very real effort has been made in
the last 10 years to cope with changing
world eonditions by modernising the rail-
ways generally, by making changes in equip-
ment, in introducing diesel traction, new-type
carriages and air-conditioned vehicles. The
State-owned railway system in Queensland
and in the other States, has some very active
competitors. Evolutionary changes have taken
place in air and road transport, aided by
Section 92 of the Commonwealth Constitution.
Today people are air-minded and the eom-
petition by airlines for passenger traffic
makes the task of the Commissioner for
Railways even greater. To that must be
added the competition for goods traffic by
intrastate road transport and by interstate
hauliers again aided by Section 92.

Amnother important consideration is that more
motor vehicles are owned by the citizens of
the State. Never before have we had so many
private motor cars in the community. In my
distriet the figure is 4.7 per 100 of the
population. Furthermore, the ordinary man
uses his vehicle a great deal and that
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militates against railway revenue. All these
matters have a direct bearing on the
diffienlty of making State-owned railways
pay.

I join forces with the Minister, the Com-
missioner and others who are trying to con-
duet the service efficiently. I realise the
great problem confronting them. Had it not
been for the goods traffic we would be deeper
in the mire. The department would have
been further in the red. The Railway
Department in Queensland is no different
from railway departments in the other States
of the Commonwealth, That is why I will
not join the calamity howls of the people
who are always ecriticising deficits. The
Government have the great responsibility to
provide an adequate service for the people.
That is the Government’s responsibility but
if the people do not use the services it is
ineumbent upon the Commissioner to organise
rail services according to the business avail-

able. Labour Governments have had to face
up to these problems. Labour representa-
tives ean feel justifiably proud of their

advances made over the past 10 years.

The capital value of the service through-
out the State is £86,000,000. What a colos-
nal figure! In all there are 6,387 miles of
railway line open throughout the State, which
means an average population of 217 per
mile of line. Some hon. members would be
very ecritical of the Commissioner but I
compliment him, I believe that the present
Commissioner is second to none. He has
devoted his time and energy in the best
interests of the department. I congratulate
him on a job well done. It is very easy to
be a critic but not so easy to be a Commis-
sioner and to earry out the multitudinous
jobs associated with that responsible office.
There is no business undertaking in the State
so big. No industry can compare with the
railway service in volume of traffic and work.
The figure of 28,956 railway employees gives
an indication of the volume of work in the
department. Improvements in the department
have not been revolutionary but evolutionary.
Year by year they have been gradual. Rail-
way deficits have prevented quicker improve-
ments, The Government have had to cut
their garment aceording to their eloth, which
in this instance is hard cash.

The rate of modernisation in the last 10
years has been exceptionally good. Old out-
of-date locomotives have been serapped and
213 new ones and 44 diesels purchased. This
marked improvement has reduced runming
costs considerably, and I look forward to
further improvements. I look forward to
the day when more diesel air-conditioned
trains will operate throughout the State
There is much room for improvement in
the modernisation of earriages. Our air-
conditioned trains compare favourably with
those in any other State in Australia. I
hope the Commissioner and the Minister will
approve of air-conditioned trains on the ser-
vice from Rockhampton to Brisbane. The
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service is warranted and it would be greatly
fppdremated by the people of Central Queens-
and.

The Minister and other speakers have
referred to co-operation with the unioms. I
think a consultative committee consisting of
representatives of the Railway Unions and
the Minister would be productive of much
good. It is not a movel idea; it is a prac-
tical ome. Such a consultative committee
imbued with the idea of improving the ser-
vice of the department, getting more cus-
tom, and ensuring full-time employment for
the employees must bring good results. Let
us forget the past; let us resolve to work
on an efficient basis in the fufure.

The Minister and the Government should
geck to improve the staffing system in the
service. Sometimes an officer appointed to
the position of general manager has almost
veached retiring age. That does not stimu-
late initiative. There are many factors to be
considered besides seniority. I have always
recognised the basis of seniority, but it
should not be mandatory in regard to top
positions if we are to get the most suitable
and efficient officers. The basis of seniority
for promotion isg all right for lower classi-
fications.

I now come to a matter of loeal interest.

Mr. Chalk: A new railway station.

Mr. GARDNER: The Minister has antici-
pated my request. He said yesterday that
Rockhampton was in the same position as
Ipswich. I remind him that the foundation
stone and the foundations generally of the
Rockhampton railway station were laid in
1928. At that time it was thought that a
new railway station would be commenced in
the near future. Many Governments have
heen in office since then, but nothing has been
done. The Press has published a statement
on many occasions that the railway station
at Rockhampton was next on the lList to
Cairns.  The Rockhampton people were
promised it in sc many election campaigns
that they now regard it as a political football
and a laughing stock.

I remind the Minister that when he was in
Rockhampton in 1956 his Party issued a
pamphlet about the station entitled, ‘‘The
Chinese Pagoda.’”’ Labour promises were
ridiculed in that pamphlet. I hope that
during the Minister’s term of office this
so-called Chinese Pagoda will be removed
and that Central Queensland will get a
station in keeping with the importance of
the distriet. The removal of ripple iron out-
side the railway station would be approved
by everybody. If the department are unable
to undertake the whole job, I ask that see-
tions of the work be undertaken, so that the
station may conform to 1957 standards.

It is a big project which would include
aceommodation for the general manager and
the administrative section.
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A Rockhampton firm mentioned the small
amount of wagon repair work given to it but
I explained that railway workshops had the
first call on this work. On occasions, how-
ever, holdups could be avoided if trucks and
wagons were repaired by a local firm instead
of being sent to southern centres. I disagree
with those who contend that it is more
economiec to drag strings of hoppers and
wagons to Brisbane and elsewhere for repair
than have them done locally. Orders for
local firms would be in keeping with a policy
of deceentralisation—they would provide work
in the Central Distriet.

I am rather disappointed that we have
drawn such a bad alley, as it were, in respect
of Parkhurst railway workshops. Some two
years ago there was a fair allocation of
money—#£15,000—but  owing to finaneial
stringency last year it was cut to £10,000 and
this year there has been really a cessation
altogether.  Whilst the financial position
might be sueh that the Government have to
make curtailments, the efficiency of the service
at the Rockhampton workshops is not what
the Commissioner desires. Everybody knows
that. For 20 years we have DLeen struggling
in the Rockhampton area for a new workshops.
The present shops were wrongly designed and
will never mean efficient working in the
department. That is well known to officialdom
in the area. I hope that the Parkhurst work-
shops will not be relegated to the serap-heap
and just fade out of the picture altogether.

In his report the Commissioner extends his
compliments to the Railway Ambulance Corps
for their great voluntary work over the last
12 months. For many years railway ambulance
men have devoted a lot of their spare time
in the interests of humanity, I am proud
to say the department is encouraging it
Let us not deviate from this noble work.
There is no greater satisfaction than the
ability to alleviate the suffering of mankind.
In many instances a knowledge of ambulance
work means the saving of a life.

Mr. LLOYD (Kedron) (12.13 pm.): It
is somewhat refreshing that the Minister
should be in a constructive frame of mind
on Railway Estimates. He was generally
known as a political propagandist whilst in
Opposition, but on this occasion he has paid
tributes to the previous administration. I
am reminded of the black wmarketeer
who, having made his ‘‘pile’’, turns honest
and sets himself up as a man of great
integrity. But the temptation is always there
to revert to the true type. In a few instances
he has reverted to his old habits of destrue-
tive criticism, and in some cases he was not
fair. One example is his veference to
railway carriages. He attempted to tell
the Committee by implication that the
carriages had not been kept up to date
by the previous Government, He said that
seven metropolitan railway carriages were
more than 70 years old, 24 were more than
60 years old, 45 were more than 50 years, 154
were more than 40, and 234 were more than
30 years. In many of the other States the
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position is even worse. Vietoria in particu-
lar is in a bad way so far as replacements
are concerned. An examination of the report
of the Commissioner for Railways indieates
that there have heen numerous replacements
of rolling-stock and the Minister cannot deny
that the maximum amount of eapital has been
spent in the post-war years.

I was very interested to read in the Com-
missioner’s annual report that 58 refriger-
ator wagons were purchased last year, They
should be of great help to industries in the
remote parts of the State. For example,
they will be of invaluable aid to the new
abattoirs at Winton, and they should help
the growth of many other industries.

The introduction of mnew rolling stoeck
and other equipment has cost the depart-
ment a good deal of money, and has been
responsible for a great part of the losses that
have been sustained.

The Minister is faced with the same problem
as his eounterparts in the other States, that
of making the railways pay. If he can
suceeed in doing that, the Queensland rail-
ways will be the only railway system in the
world to pay its way. ILast year the total
losses incurred by the railway systems of
Australia, excluding the Commonwealth
system, amounted to £32,900,000. The
figure has been increasing steadily over the
years. In 1954-1955 it was £25,900,000.

According 'to a committee that was
appointed by the Commonwealth Government
to investigate Awustralia’s transport systems,
road transport has spent more than any other
system of transport. It has spent approx-
imately 80 per cent. of the money spent in
Australia on transportation. Railway systems
have spent only 18 per cent. of the total.
That gives some idea of the competition that
the railway systems are meeting from road
transport operators. Although the Common-
wealth railway system made a profit last
year, we must not forget that this would
acerue from the line it controls from Port
Augusta to Kalgoorlie,

The Minister said something this morning
about the carriage of wool, but I do not
think he gave us accurate information. I
am not saying that he attempted deliber-
ately to mislead the Committee, but he should
be accurate in every statement he makes.
Every member of the Committee, including
the Minister, knows that the railways are
losing a considerable amount of wool traffic.
The Minister said that in October last year
the railways carried 20,000 bales compared
with 60,000 bales in Oectober this year. I
intend to quote an article from ‘‘Country
Life”’, written on 17 October of this year
by Horace Flower of Toowoomba, erstwhile
assistant manager of Primary Producers Co-
operative Association Ltd., and a member
of the Queensland Country Party. Ile says—

‘‘Living beside the highway that serves
the folk of the watersheds of our western
rivers, and our great wool areas, I daily
and nightly watch and hear great loads of
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wool thundering down from places as far
away as Corfleld and Winton, plus the
intermediate areas, bound for the coastal
wool-stores.

‘‘Behind these great loads of wool that
tear our highways apart lies the urge of
graziers to catch earlier wool-selling dates
and prompter cash returns, even though
transport costs are higher on the road
truck than upon the railway truek.

‘‘However, glimpsing many of the
brands on the wool bales, I am able to
identify eclips belonging to some old
friends, and of graziers who are amongst
the keenest supporters of our Queensland
Country Party.

¢“If keen graziers, supporters and well-
wishers of the Country Party bypass the
railways with their wool clips, the job of
the party is intensified.”’

I think the Minister would agree with that.
It would be very much intensified. It would
also intensify his effort to make the railways
pay. He goes on—

““I wonder (in the event of drought
conditions intensifying, and leading to a
call upon the railways for sheep trucks to
move starving sheep), if these same folk
who are using road trucks for their wool
transport will ask Mr. Nicklin’s Govern-
ment to supply sheep truecks for their flocks
at ‘drought relief rates’?

““In posing that possibility I do so, nob
as a reproach to the graziers eoncerned
with road trucking of wool, but as a query
as to their practical support of a Govern-
ment dominated by their Country Party,
which Government will need to produee
evidence of reforms and economies effected
if it is to be again returned to power in
1960.°?

That is a very subtle statement about the
Country Party, obviously written by a very
ardent supporter of it, I believe the Minister
was out in the Gregory electorate at the time
of the by-election.

Mr. Chalk: No, I did not go.

Mr. LLOYD:
gone.

Mr. Chalk: The majority gained by the
hon. member for Gregory would have been
higher.

Mr., LLOYD: I sympathise with the
hon. member for Gregory in his efforts to
keep the Minister away, when we con-
sider his statement about the trans-
portation of wool in the western areas.
I think the hon. member for Gregory
will agree that, while the election cam-
paign was on in October, road trains con-
sistently operated in western areas tramsport-
ing the wool to Brisbane. Whether they paid
transport fees may be a different matter.

The railways are still losing a great deal
of revenue by their failure to get back the
business that they previously had. If the

I think he should have
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Minister is sincerely trying to make a profit
for the railways he will not seek to mislead
the Committee by saying that they have got
the business back but will try to attraect it
by approaching those men, many of whom
no doubt are members of the Country Party.
He has a hard enough task without losing
their support.

Mr. Chalk: You are making heavy
weather of it.

Mr. LLOYD: The hon. geutleman can
make his own approaches to those men if
he wants to.

He criticised the last Government for the
alleged projected dismissal of some 750 men.
Immediately after the election campaign I
understood him to say that it would be
necessary to dismiss them unless the comn-
tract for steel carriages was carried out and
by that means he was able to prevent their
dismissal. I have not been able to under-
stand it completely. e said it would cost
the Railway Department about £1,000,000
to keep 700-0dd men in employment. I agree
with him on that, basing it on an average
of £15 a week. It would probably ecost
£600,000 in wages to keep them in employ-
ment and the balance for goods and materials
to keep them working. However, he said it
would be possible through a saving in the
Stores Suspense Account. That may be, but
it would be necessary to purchase more stores
to keep the men in employment. He said,
too, that in the first few months of this year
stores purchased under the heading of Stores
Suspense cost £300,000 more than those pur-
chased in the corresponding period last year.
Where is there sincerity in that approach?
T do mnot think any approach about the dis-
missals was ever made to the previous
Government and I absolve the Queensland
Labour Party from having any intention to
dismiss the men. I agree with the Minister
that every attempt should be made to keep
them in full employment at all times. If
such a reecommendation were made, it would
not he a very great fribute to the officers
of the department themselves.

They could surely have maintained their
financial responsibility and eased the strain,
where necessary, without dismissing men.
It is an unfortunate feature of the Public
Service during the last two years that whilst
men have been sacked from one department,
possibly the Housing Commission or the rail-
way Department, similar tradesmen have
been put on in another department. I under-
stand that approximately 500 men were dis-
missed from the Railway Department last
financial year and while they were being dis-
missed other sections of the department were
employing men through the Commonwealth
Employment Bureau and I refer particularly
to bridge earpenters. At one time last year
15 were dismissed and within a week the
Railway Department was putting on carpen-
ters in another section through the Common-
wealth Employment Bureau.
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Mr. Chalk: You are only criticising your
own administration.

Mr. LLOYD: I do not know who I am
criticising. I am offering a word of advice,
if the Minister will listen to it. If men
are to be put off it might be possible to
re-employ them in some other Government
Department instead of engaging others
through the Commonwealth Employment
Bureau.

Mr. Gilmore: Do you say that was bad
management?

Mr. LLOYD: Very bad management.

‘When men were being put off by the
Queensland Housing Commission the union
was asking whether there was any other
(Government Department in which they could
be employed. I understand that 10 painters
were put off at the same times as painters
were being put on by the Department of
Public Works.

Mr. Chalk: You are like a man standing
in front of a mirror.

Mr, LLOYD: I am bringing these things
to the Minister’s notice. Is he not the
Minister in charge of the department? Does
he not want to know these things?

Mr, Chalk: I know them.

Mr. LLOYD: If the Minister wants to
improve the administration of the depart-
ment let him take heed. I intend to refer to
Table 5 on page 27 of the Commissioner’s
Report. It must be a matter of eoncern to
all hon. members to see how much of the loss
last year was incurred in the Southern
Division. The Central Division and the
Great Northern railway showed considerable
profits. It is necessary to analyse the figures
to make a comparison between earnings and
expenses in the various divisions. In the
Southern Division the cost per train-mile
inereased by 8s. 8%d. in the five-year period
whereas the earnings per train-mile increased
only by 6s. 3d. In the Central Division
where profits were made the cost per train-
mile increased by 6s. 113d. and earnings in-
creased by 11s, 1§d.—a considerable increase
over the actual eost. For the Great Northern
railway costs inereased by 5s. 1d. for the five-
vear period and the earnings increased by
12s. 14d. On the Cairns railway costs per
train-mile inereased by 7s. 53d. but earnings
increased by only 5s. 53d. In other words,
in the two areas where substantial losses
were made, the increase in costs was greater
than the increase in earnings. At the same
time in the Southern Division there was a
reduction of 167,227 in the number of pas-
sengers carried during the 12 months. There
was also a reduction of 88,597 in the ton-
nage carried for the same period, whilst
the train-miles over the same length of line
increased by 213,353.

That clearly indicates that the railways
in the Southern Division were either oper-
ating on a cheaper scale or were in actual
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faet running empty. I think it is obvious
that the effective competition from road
transport in the Southern Division was such
that many wagons and carriages were run-
ning empty and causing further losses. The
figures support my contention. There is a
reduetion in passenger traffic and tonnage
carried and an inerease in the number of
train miles covered. It may he said that
the suburban railways were causing these
losses. The actual earnings in the suburban
area, however, were £840,000 whereas the
losses in the Southern Division were approxi-
mately £3,000,000, The Central and Northern
Divisions have been operating at a profit. It
is a question of the Central and Northern
Divisions subsidising the Southern Division
or increasing the efficiency in  the
Southern Division and in the Cairns section
of the Northern Division.

Mr. Walsh: There is the competition of
road transport in the Southern Division.

My, LLOYD: I have already said that.
The figures indicate that there has been heavy
competition from road tramsport in the
Southern Division and Cairns section of the
Northern Division. Nevertheless, the train
miles covered in the Southern Division
inereased by 213,353 miles during the last
year. The question is, why should there
be an increase in the number of miles
covered at the same time as there was a
deerease in passenger and goods traffic?
I am only trying to be helpful. If
there is any indication of negligence it
should be investigated.

I wish to thank the department for the
inereased service made available to the people
living on the Ferny Grove line. In the
past few years the population has increased
so much that the demands on the railway
service have been very heavy. The depart-
ment conferred with representatives of local
bodies on train schedules and time tables,
and the people have been given a very
efficient service. I commend the department
on the construction of the new railway station
at Keperra. I commend the officers of the
department, and thank them for their atten-
tion to the requests made by me.

Mr. BJELKE-PETERSEN (Barambah)
(12.34 pm.): I wish to suggest to the Min-
ister ways and means whereby his depart-
ment may help secondary industries in
various country towns throughout the State.
I commend the Minister on the brisk and
businesslike way in which he has faced up
to his responsibilities. I believe that he has
inspired the officers of his department with
an enthusiasm and a determination to play
a more important part than they have in the
past.

I was pleased to learn that the amount
of wool transported has greatly increased.
When the people realise that the railways
are there to do the work efficiently and
quickly, as they are doing it today, not omly
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the graziers, but other sections of the com-
munity will use the railways as they did in
the past. All hon. members are pleased at
the present trend.

I agree with the Minister’s remarks about
the Commissioner. I have come in contact
with him from time to time and I have always
found him to be exceedingly helpful, He has
worked hard and enthusiastically to make the
railways a big success. With many others, I
believe he would have achieved more if he had
had greater scope, and emcouragement and
support from the former Government. In
making that statement I am thinking par-
ticularly of the carriage of wool during the
shearers’ strike. I endorse the remarks of
the Minister and other hon. members about
the work of the Commissioner.

Mr. Walsh: You should confer with the
hon. member for Tablelands. He has a bit of
a grudge.

Mr. BJELKE-PETERSEN: That may be
his view, but I speak as one who has had
personal and direet dealings with Mr.
Moriarty.

Mr. Walsh: I agree with what you say.

Mr. BJELKE-PETERSEN:
you do.

I am sure

The Railway Department could have given
much greater encouragement in the past to
secondary industries in country towns. Take
the position in Kingaroy, the main centre of
the peanut industry. Various interests and
organisations have wanted to start a secon-
dary industry for the processing of peanuts,
but that was impossible because of railway
freight rates on manufactured articles inelud-
ing processed food. It is impossible to eom-
pete with Brisbane and Sydney firms where
the peanuts are sent from Kingaroy.

I give another example to indicate the
present  unsatisfactory  situation. Mr.
MeSporran started an engineering works in a
small way in Kingaroy. After some years the
business grew to such an extent that he was
able to send equipment such as bulldozers and
fork lifts all over the State but he found it
impossible to compete with Brisbane manu-
facturers because of the high freight rate on
manufaectured artieles. I took Mr. MeSporran
to the then Minister, Mr. Duggan, and pointed
out to him that further expansion was con-
templated in the manufacture of mouldings,
castings, and so on. Mr. Duggan said it was
not the policy of his Government to give con-
cessional freight rates for manufactured
articles, This big industry that meant so
mueh to Kingaroy had to close. The only
credit I give the previous Government was
that they gave Mr. MeSporran a concessional
rate on the carriage of his big lathes and
equipment to Redbank,

That is the position gemerally in inland
towns. If the Minister could say that special
freight rates would be given on articles manu-
factured in country towns, it would greatly
encourage the establishment of secondary
industries throughout the State.
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Mr., BAXTER (Norman) (12.40 p.m.):
After listening to some of the speeches made
by Government members it was refreshing to
hear the statements made by a Country Party
member, the hon. member for Barambah, On
previous oceasions he, like all his associate
members, was all moans and groans, but
today he spoke with appreciation of the work
of Labour Governments in the past in their
endeavours to build up the railways of the
State. The subject of freights has exercised
the minds of many hon. members and I often
wonder if Country Party members who speak
of sacking the Commissioner and running the
railways as a business concern are really
honest in their expressions or is it an aet on
their part so that when they return to their
electorate they can say to their supporters
that they have spoken in favour of
the railways being run on business
lines—a form of appeasement to their
Committees in their  conferemece rooms.
How do they react in their conference rooms
when their colleagues of the Liberal Party
are present and special freight concessions
are sought for the primary producer
—two parties with two different approaches
to the subjeet. In the first place the
railways are an institution to encourage
the closer settlement of the State, to
provide a means of access and to
carry the produets of the land to markets and
ports. The size of the railway organisation
and the area that it embraces do not seem to
concern hon. members opposite. TFreight con-
cessions are given to primary producers.
Country Party members who seek freight con-
cessions for the persoms they represent, the
primary producer, are the only ones to stress
that we should do away with our present sys-
tem of administration, that we should put the
railways in the hands of a business man to be
run on business lines. That it would be
imperative if we are to show a profit. Country
Party members are simply playing to the
gallery, giving expression to the thoughts of
their party members. I see hon. members
opposite who have been suecessful in private
enterprise. I can see one who has heen a
great sucecess, but how did he make a success
of his business?

Mr, Aikens: Sponging on the railways.
Mr. Dewar: By using our brains.

Mr., BAXTER: 1 accept the statement
of the hon. member for Mundingburra, The
hon. member for Chermside works out his
costs, adds the profit and then a little for him-
self, If hon. members opposite followed his
prineiples with the railways how would they
be able to give concessions in freight rates
to the producers represented by Country Party
members?

It is the primary producers who are getting
most of the benefit from the Queensland
railways. During the election campaign last
year, the hon. member for Roma made a
vitriolic attack on Labour’s policy on rail
freights from the Roma broadeasting station.
In the Chamber only the other day, however,
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he advocated the granting of some conces-
sions, Although he was getting a high price
for his wool, the railways were carting it
to Brisbane at approximately half the freight
cost to the department because of concession
rates granted by a Labour Government. And
then he says that the railways should help
the primary producer! Are they not doing
that? How would he get on if the railways
were run on the same lines as a private
undertaking? Would he get freight con-
cessions? I venture to say that the freight
on his wool would be almost equivalent to
the first-class rate. I do not know what it
is from western areas, but from Clapham
to the border it is about 92s. a ton, or
approximately twice the existing rate.

Members of the Country Party, who con-
sistently condemn the administration of the
Railway Department, should not forget the
advantages that they get. If the railways
had to make a profit, many industries on
which Country Party members depend would
die.

We hear a good deal about the losses on
the Queensland railways as against the suc-
cess of those in other States. Some very
interesting figures appear on page 102 of the
Commissioner’s annual report.

Government Members interjected.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
There is far too muech noise in the Chamber.
T ask hon. members to allow the hon, member
for Norman to continue his speech without
interruption.

Mr. BAXTER: In any consideration of
losses by the railways, regard must be had
to the great area of the State and its sparse
settlement. Compare its vast area of 670,500
sq. miles, with that of New South Wales,
309,432 square miles, or only about half the
size. Queensland is about seven times the
size of Vietoria, with its 87,884 sq. miles,
which is not as big as the Federal electorate
of Maranoa. Take the population figures—

Queensland 1,383,535
New South Wales 3,644,135
Vietoria 2,605,088

The miles of railway open in each of the
States are—

Queensland 6,387
New South Wales 6,103
Vietoria 4,445
The average cost per mile is— &£
Queensland .. 12,535
New South Wales .. 41,001
Vietoria 22,857
South Australia 18,967

Take the population per mile of railway—

Queensland .. 217
New South Wales .. .. bBs1
Vietoria . 585
South Australia 331
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Take working expenses—

£
Queensland . 36,949,761
New South Wales 74,904,373
Vietoria .. 38,025,775

Taking all those factors into consideration,
the operation of the Queensland railways
compares more than favourably with that
in any other State. The ‘‘Review’’ pub-
lished by the Imstitute of Public Affairs,
Vietoria, sets out the following financial
results of State Railways for 1956-1957—

Revenues
from Expen-
Users. ditures. Deficits.
£million, £million. £million.
Queensland 35.5 39.7 4.2
New South Wales 77.0 86.3 9.3
Vietoria 37.4 45.6 8.2

When people criticise the railway system in
Queensland they should consider the railway
systems in the other States. The difference
in deficit between New South Wales and
Queensland is £5.1 million and between Vie-
toria and Queensland £4.0 million. New South
Wales and Vietorian railways have not such a
vast area to serve, there are more people in
those States to use the services, yet we are
doing much better in Queensland. Can there
be any suggestion that a public utility like
the railway does not pull its weight? If it
does not pay its way is it because it is not
producing enough revenue or is it because of
the killing interest? As the railways operate
to-day they are a success. Interest is the
killer. When the Minister sat in a corner
on this side of the Chamber he was very
caustic in his condemnation of everything the
Labour Government did. His condemnation
of the ex-member for Toowoomba was—to
put it mildly—very severe. Despite all his
previous criticisms and condemnations he
jumped up the other day to say
serenely that certain things were not
of his doing, that he endorsed the most
progressive actions of his predecessor. I
congratulate the hon. gentleman for that,
because his predecessor was indeed a man of
ability and vision. Next year we will see
how the Minister has reaped the Dbenefit.
Nobody ean give more force to my words than
the officers who aect in an advisory capacity to
the Minister for Transport. They realise that
it is because of the farsightedness of the
ex-Minister that the railways are on the up-
grade.

I ask the Minister to remember his eriti-
cisms and to take note of the improvements
made by the previous Government. I challenge
him to make greater improvements, Although
the department showed a loss last financial
year there was an improvement on the previous
year’s operations. The previous Minister
inaugurated a locomotive modernisation
policy in the department and during the past
10 years no fewer than 213 new locomotives
were purchased. I wish to draw the
Minister’s attention to the loss of passenger
traffic in the Brishane area. To use the
Minister’s own words, it is something that
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will have to be chased and brought back. I
suggest to the Minister that in order to regain
this traffic we must go ahead immediately
with quadruplication and electrification.
During the peak period between 4.15 and 5.15
p.m., 23 passenger trains are dispatched,
and this is about handling ecapacity,
which is about a train every three minutes.
‘When quadruplication and eleetrification have
been carried out we can handle 40 trains in
that period. It takes 45 minutes to travel
from the Valley to South Brisbane, a distance
of about four or five miles, in a tram, but
one can travel from Brisbane to Sandgate by
train in the same time. The railways will
be able to speed up passenger traffic and thus
help the City Council to solve its traffie
bottleneck problems. I urge the Minister to
carry out the work of quadruplication and
electrification of our railways as early as pos-
sible, When these projects are brought to
fruition we will have achieved a great sue-
cess,

The hon. member for Mulgrave suggested
the removal of railway femces. I do mnotf
know what the objeet of his suggestion was.
Tt is neeessary to have a boundary fence
between private land and railway land to
climinate the danger from straying stock.
They are to be found in all areas, even in
sugar districts, and it is sometimes impossible
for the driver of a train to avoid runming
into them. I draw the Minister’s attention
to the different freight rates on goods to and
from Mackay. By way of interjection I
asked the hon. member for Burdekin if he
would mention a specific article, but he ignored
me.

Freight concessions are granted to primary
producers for the transport of their p;'oduce
to a port, but the same concession 18 not
extended to goods taken beyond that port
to a further destination, say, Brisbane or
Rockhampton. That may have been the point
of the hon. member for Burdekin. If it.is,
I suggest the Minister clarify the position
by explaining the operation of freight rate
concessions.

I congratulate the Commissioner and
officers of the department on the extremely
good job they have done.

Mr. GILMORE (Tablelands) (2.21 p.m.):
I congratulate the Minister on the presenta-
tion of the Estimates. It must be a very
happy oceasion for him, judging by the
comments on his constructive criticism of the
department when he was in opposition. I am
sure he will be happy in his job.

The Railway Department has a very im-
portant part to play in the developmental
programme of the Country-Liberal Govern-
ment. I look forward with pleasure to the
progress that will be made.

Up to a certain time the railways had a
monopoly of transport in this State, but now
there is a challenge from two quarters.
When it had a monopoly of transport, the
service was inadequate. The Leader of the
Opposition referred to train 90. He said no
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train could be dirtier, slower or more un-
comfortable. That is typical of the service
given by the department over the years.

Myr. Davies: Who is to blame for that?

Mr. GILMORE: There is no secret about
the blame for it. KEven the hon. member
would not have to marshal his full wits to
work out the amswer to that question. Road
and air transport have made inroads into the
available traffic, If the Raillway Department
does mnot mateh the serviece given by those
forms of transport, it will be in danger of
losing even more trade. It is gratifying to
know that the Minister is a young and
intelligent man, ready to accept the challenge
and give better service. It is quite evident
that when other methods of transport are
available, the public refuse to travel by rail.
It is not a matter of how much is lost or
galned but what service is given to the
people. The Labour Party was responsible
for a long time for this mismanagement.
Every member of the Labour Party who has
spoken has said that there is some fault
with railway administration.

Mr. Hanlon: Nothing is perfect.

Mr. GILMORE: Every speaker has
challenged the management. When you sum
up the remarks of the various speakers it is
found that they all condemn the management.

Mr. Wood: No.

Mr. GILMORE: They continued to con-
demn the management throughout the
debate.

Mr. Lloyd: Quote them.

Mr. GILMORE: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition said he thought it was bad
management that the Commissioner should
have taken it unto himself to sack 750 men.
I asked him if there was any bad manage-
ment. Thanks to the change of Government
these men have been kept on. The hon.
member for Cook made a classic statement
when he condemned The workers in the rail-
way workshops at Cairns. He said that
Napier Brothers had outclassed the workmen
in Cairns.

Mr. Adair: They never had the equip-
ment. ’

Mr. GILMORE: The workers in the
workshops at Cairns will be very proud to
know that Napier Brothers have done a
hetter job than they have dome, I challenge
that statement because I think the Cairns
men do as good as job as anyone in Australia.

Mr. Adair: You never visited the work-
shops in Cairns and you would not know any
of the workmen there,

Mr. Lloyd: Nobody was sacked.

Mr. GILMORE: Only because of the
intervention of the Minister. He saved
those men from being put on the unemployed
market. The Leader of the Opposition said
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that repairs to engines have been lagging
for years., That was his own statement in
thig Chamber,

Mr. A. J. Smith: It was the statement
of the hon. member for Roma.

Mr., GILMORE: I have it here.

Mr. Wood: I asked the Minister could
he say how the lag in repairs was being
overtaken.

Mr. GILMORE: The hon. member said
that they had been lagging over the years.
He also said that we should have a better
goods service. I agree with him and have
advocated it since I became a member of
this Parliament. Why was it not dome by
the previous Government?

The hon. member for Mackay said that the
railways were in a bad state, that conditions
were ridienlous, but I think the word ¢‘ridicu-
lous’’ is inadequate. He admitted that
rolling stock and locomotives were utterly
unservieable and said that the railway
refreshment rooms should give better service.
He went on to say that the people running
the refreshment rooms were bad managers,
that the service was not good at all.

The hon. member for Cook has suddenly
discovered that the Etheridge line needs
attention. I am glad that he is waking up at
last.

The hon. member for Rockhampton sup-
ports my contention that promotion in the
Railway Department should be on merit and
ability.

Mr. Walsh: That is how the Commis-
sioner got his job.

Mr. GILMORE: I will let that inter-
Jection pass without comment,.

I was astounded to hear that the Labour
Party had laid the foundation stone for a

new station at Roekhampton in 1928,
Obviously Labour members have long
memories but very poor vision. The hon.

member said also that £15000 worth of
material for the Parkhurst workshops has
been lying in grass for two years. Is that
good management?

Mr. Walsh: Didn't you tell me that
Bundaberg could do with a new station?

Mr. GILMORE: 1t could, and I am very
surprised that the hon. member for Bundaberg
did nothing about it.

The railway system is the largest business
undertaking in the State, and it should be run
as a business. It is not there for the benefit
of one section. The Minister has pointed out
that the city-dweller gets cheap rail transport,
but the people of the outback have to carry
the losses of the metropolitan service.
Although country people appreciate the con-
cessions that they get in rail freights, it is
the ecountry railway systems that show a pro-
fit, In the metropolitan area, where hon.
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members opposite say there are no concessions,
shocking losses are incurred by the depart-
ment.

Mr. Aikens: Are you still of the opinion
that the Commissioner should be dismissed?

Mr. GILMORE: Did not the hon. mem-
ber hear what I said on that? If it is good
enough for a business undertaking to be
managed by a board of directors, the State’s
largest industry should be taken from the eon-
trol of one man; it should be run on a
husinesslike basis by a board of directors.

Mr. Hanlon: The present
suggested that two years ago.

Mr. GILMORE: A good thing is worth
repeating.

I feel confident that the people of Queens-
land can look forward to an era when the rail-
ways will be run for the benefit of the State
as a whole and will give good service with
clean, comfortable trains.

Mr. WINDSOR (Fortitude Valley)
(2.35 pom.): I congratulate the Minister on
his being given such an important portfolio.
The energy and brightness of his presentation
of the Railways Estimates inspires confidence
and enthusiasm. He has made a fine start
in his drive to ecorrect anomalies. He did
well to find employment for those men who
received notice. All on this side of the
Chamber will support him.

No business can afford at any stage to
become run down. If it seeks to rest on its
laurels even for only 12 months and makes
no attempt to keep up to date, its competitors
will pass it and that may mean the end of it.
For many years the railways have not kept
pace and reinvested revenue in their business.
I cannot say just where a start should be
made. It was all I eould do to keep work
up to 50 men and how the Minister is going
to do it with 30,000 spread over such a
great area is beyond me. Admittedly, he
has mueh more money to spend than I had
but at the same time his task is tremendous.

He spoke of one saving that could be made

by the simple expedient of using ball bear-
ings on ecarriages and other rolling stock. I

Minister

can give him a simple illustration of the-

value of hall bearings. About 20 years ago
we had an order to build two big turn-
tables for garage use. The device resembled
the wheel of a wagon with a centre bearing
and, on each arm, a wheel running round
on a steel track. When I quoted for the
job I said to the customer, ‘‘It will be no
good without ball bearings.”’ He said to
me, ‘‘Oh, you have a thrust race in the
middle.”” I said, ‘“That does not mean a
thing.’” e insisted that it would be all
right so I said, ‘‘If we do the job, the respon-
sibility will be yours.”’ He said, ¢‘It will be
all right.”’ Anyway, when the job was
assembled and the hardwood decking put on,
a small tourer ear was run onto it. The
man sent for me, and when I got there, he
had a rope on each side and he said, ‘‘Put
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that over your shoulder and pull.”’ I leaned
forward and he leaned forward and we pulled
and pulled. I will guarantee that I could
pull 125 Ib. When he let the rope go it
flew back and I laughed. He said, ‘‘The
track must be erook.’’ I said, ‘‘I told you
at the beginning.”’ He asked, ‘‘How much
will it eost to fix it?’’ After we had put
ball races into the bearings of the small
wheels and the job had been re-assembled, he
sent for me again. This time he had a big
truck on it. He said, ‘‘Righto, push it now.””
I gave about a 20-1b. push and it ran right
around on its own. That meant the friction
had been reduced about 200 times. Another
example is that a 2-h.p. drive on a bearing-
lined shaft costs more to run than 10 h.p. on
ball bearings.

Although it concerns only a small item the
Minister’s suggestion could achieve a huge
saving. Bronze bearings have a tendency to
generate frietion and so cause a drag on the
motor power. Huge quantities of grease run
through uselessly, and even with containers
to cateh it, there is still an awful mess.

We import fuels to run engines yet we
have the greatest potential of any country
in the world for coal produetion. Why not
offer a prize to a firm to develop suitable
steam generating turbines? Forty years ago
I travelled from Bristol to London, a dis-
tance of 117% miles, in 1% hours. It was a
4ft, 8%in, track laid on what are known as
steel chairs. Under this system there is no
chance of the lines shifting. The wide
spread gives greater stability and mueh big-
ger driving wheels can be used on the motors.
I ean remember a driving-wheel 9ft. in dia-
meter on that train. We could not use a 9ft.
wheel on our tracks because trains would go
off the line on curves. By the use of turbines
we could reduce the size of the wheel and at
the same time have greater traction power on
the present track. Things would be at a
standstill in war-time if we could not get
imported fuel because of closed sea Ilanes.
Indeed, all our eggs are in one basket. We
hear about unemployed miners, so why not
mechanise the mines to give us cheap fuel?
T do not see why we should not be able to
produce the best and cheapest coal in the
world. It is right at cur door. It is com-
pletely beyond me why we should ignore it
orly to send money out of the country for
imported fuel.

The introduction of a system of door-to-
door delivery by a.co-ordinated rail-road ser-
vice would add greatly to the revenue of the
department and satisfy a great need. A big
disadvantage at present is the department’s
limited ecapaeity for handling stores and
goods at stations. Too much traffic has to
be handled at Roma Street Station. Because
of insufficient tracks and loading facilities
trains are kept waiting for hours. Roma
Street is a bottleneck. No doubt under the
new and efficient management we can expect
an improvement, Before I resume my seat,
T wish to refer to an inecident that occurred
when the hon. member for Bulimba was
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speaking on the subjeet of three weeks’
leave. I interjected, ¢‘‘What do you want
three weeks for, you have five now?’’ The
hon. member said, ‘‘You get five weeks.”” My
friends at the back said, ‘‘He is the richest
man in Brisbane.”’ In regard to the five
weeks, I said, ‘“We get two weeks’ annual
holiday, two weeks’ statutory holiday, and
a week’s sick pay.’’

Mr. HANLON (Ithaca) (2.46 pm.): I
commend the Minister on the energy and
drive that he has brought to his new port-
folio, which is undoubtedly the most difficult
in the Cabinet. That was recognised by
Labour Governments who for 10 years had
their most vigorous and most able Minister,
John Duggan, in charge of it. I was disap-
pointed in the way that the Minister brushed
off irresponsibly some of the suggestions put
forward by members on this side. When the
hon. member for Keppel was speaking the
Minister seemed to be so anxious—apparently
he had been stung by some of the remarks of
the hon. member—to score off the hon. mem-
ber that he ignored a couple of genuine com-
plaints that had been voiced by him. One
related to the time of arrival of trains at
Roekhampton, and the time of departure of
the connecting train to Longreach and
Winten. That was not an idle complaint. As
I interjected at the time, when I was out
there recently I found many people who were
beating the ears of politicians on the matter.
It is possible that because of factors relating
to the servicing of the Midlander the delay
cannot be avoided but it is a great inconveni-
enee to the people who have to wait at Rock-
hampton. Women and young children have
to wait round the station where the amen-
ities are not good, for six hours. I do not
think that the Minister should have brushed
that matter off as he did. It is not our place
to get up and make representations that
should come from the hon. member for
Gregory. I know that the hon. member has
not been here long, but he is probably aware
of the situation, and if he has not already
brought it to the attention of the Minister,
no doubt he will.

I appreciate the difficulty that new Min-
isters have in dealing with their Estimates,
particularly those who, like the Minister, have
been harsh crities of the departments over
many years. They now have to reconcile their
previous attitude with the factual position. I
do not think we will hear in these Estimates
anything like the fits and starts speeches we
had from the Minister. If he were running
in the Melbourne Cup, you would say he ran
his race in patehes. He would throw his
chest out and take credit for improvements,
and the next minute he would drop back
behind the front bench and shyly tell us that
much of the credit must go to the previous
administration and the former Minister. The
Minister made a song about the reduetion in
overtime and referred to the saving of some-
thing like a quarter of a million this year
compared with previous years. It is obvious,
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as the Minister more or less admits, that has
only been a continuation of the trend from
the post-war reconstruction programme of
Labour Governments when Mr. Duggan was
in charge. The Treasurer in his Statement
some weeks ago said that diest_alisa_tion in
particular would mean a great saving in over-
time this financial year. ‘“The Courier-Mail’’
who was anxious to laud the Minister as a
great saviour of finance, said—
¢¢Mr. Chalk has made a start to put the
railways on a ‘business basis.” He has
banned unneecessary overtime and week-
end penalty work and thus saved an esti-
mated £223,000 in the first three months of
this year.”’
Tf the Minister wants to take any credit for
that, he can take credit only for one and
a-half months beeause the fill-in Minister, Mr.
Moores, had the portfolio for the other part
of the period. Obviously neither had any-
thing to do with it.

The Minister expressed some disappointment
at the attitude of railway unions on the re@uc—
tion of overtime. If the basie pay is sufficient
workmen are only too happy not to work over-
time if it is not required, but unfortunate.:ly
in this country over the last 10 years, despite
the prosperity of the country in post-war
years, the value of money has decreased, and
workers have come to regard overtime as part
of the basic wage and a method of bolstering
their income so that they can enjoy a reason-
able standard of living. That applies in all
industries. There was an instance in .the
Police Force some time ago when overtime
was reduced by a rearrangement of police
duties. Resentment has also been expressed by
officers in other departments. 1 agree that
overtime should be reduced as much as pos-
sible, and it has been made possﬂ)le in this
instance by the progressive dleseh'satlon
policy of Labour Governments, but while the
real value of the basic wage ren}ains low
people will resent the loss of overtime.

The Minister told the Committee that he
hopes to equate revenue and expenditure this
finaneial year. Surely he does not suggest
that the previous Minister did not try to do
the same thing!

Mr, Chalk: He did not succeed.

Mr. HANLON: It is doubtful whether
the new Minister will be able to do any better.
If he does we will congratulate him.

Mr, Chalk: Time will tell.

Mr. HANLON: Time will tell. For the
financial year ended 30 June, 1957,) working
expenses exceeded earnings by £1,138,906, b}lt
award variations, referred to by the Commis-
sioner as ‘‘uncontrollable cost factors,”’’ in-
creased the wages Dbill by £848,866.

Mr, Chalk: The previous Minister
inereased freight rates. You canpot have it
both ways. That blows out your argument.

Mr., HANLON: Those increased freight
rates still operate, and the Minister and the
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department will receive the benefit of them
this year. If the Government are going to
pursue their policies, the Minister may have
to impose mueh heavier freight rates. The
Commissioner states in his report, ‘‘The
inereased cost of stores issues and fuel during
the year was responsible for a rise in working
expenses of £662,530.’7 It is likely that the
Minister will have to face a further increase
in these uncontrollable cost factors this year,
because of the policy of his Government.

In the last financial year earnings per train
mile increased by 4s. 1id., while working
expenses increased by only 2s. 7d.,, an im-
provement of Is. 6d. per train mile, If the
Minister in this financial year ean bring
about a similar improvement, I shall be only
too happy to admit that he has done as good
a job as the previous Minister.

Mr. Chalk:

referring?

Mr. HANLON: The last one.

The hon. member for Tablelands was not
quite fair in his eriticism of the department
and his personal eriticism of the Com-
migsioner, The Minister has found the posi-
tion to be different from the state of affairs
that he suggested when he was in Opposition.
Some of the eriticism voiced by the hon,
member for Tablelands was heard from the
present Minister when he was a member of
the Opposition. In his speeches in 1955, which
can be read in ‘‘Hansard’’, he suggested, as
the hon. member for Tablelands did a few
minutes ago, a Commission of three to inguire
into the department. Many of the other sug-
gestions of the hon, member for Tablelands
were put forward by the Minister when he was
in Opposition, but he has had to discard those
ideas since he discovered the facts.

Over a 10-year period there has mot been
a programme of construction of such dimen-
sions as that put into operation between 1947
and 1957. It is rather idle for any hon.
member on the Government side to imply
that the state of the railways was the
responsibility of the former Government.
Nothing of a serious nature can be held
against the former Labour Government which
showed nothing but attention and foresight
for the railways. The hon. member for
Norman said that in a 10-year period 200 odd
new locomotives had been placed in traffie
and 147 obsolete locomotives written off. The
introduetion of dieselisation meant a great
impetus to tractive power. To 30 June, 1957,
out of 845 locomotives, 213 had been in ser-
vice for 10 years or less. That number
compares more than favourably with those
in operation in other railway systems. Either
today or yesterday, the Minister for Trans-
port in New South Wales, released a report
by E.B.AS.CO., a firm of business consult-
ants that had conducted an investigation into
the railways of that State. Great emphasis
was given in the report to the need for
greater speed towards dieselisation of the
railways and it mentioned the spending of
£60,000,000 in the next five years for the

To what year are you
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improvement of locomotive stock, We ecan
take pride in Queensland on the efforts made
to improve our tractive power in the last 10
years under a Labour Government,

The Minister pointed out that by Marvch
next year we could expect to see the com-
plete dieselisation of the service to Roeck-
hampton and approximately 60 per cent. of
the service from Rockhampton to Townsville.
But the Minister has not told us of anything
new, As the Leader of the Opposi-
tion said happenings in the future will
come from the post-war reconstruction plan
laid down by a Labour Goverument and
Mr. Duggan in association with a former
Commissioner and the present Commissioner.
The Minister will receive many benefits from
the foresight of Labour Govermments, I
refer as an instance to the opening of the
Burdekin Bridge. Hon. members might say
that it took a long time to build, but whether
that is so or not it has to be remembered that
there were many difficulties associated with
it. The opening of this bridge has meant a
big thing to the department and an
advantage to the new Minister.

I join with the hon, member for Norman
in urging the Minister—and I know he will
do it—to carry out electrification and quad-
ruplication as soon as possible. Most of our
forward plans are laid round the seheme. The
Auditor-General points out in his report the
amount of unproductive eapital involved in
the electrification scheme, and I am fearful
of what might happen under the present
Government if certain pressure from within
delays attention to it, because the greater the
delay the worse the position will become. T
agree with the hon. member for Norman that
electrification will mean much to the improve-
ment of railway finance and transport gener-
ally. A lot of the planning of the previous
Government was centred round the electrifi-
cation scheme. It was planned to shift the
goods sheds to Mayne and the marshalling
yvards from Mayne to Zillmere. Those are
the things that flow from the development
of electrification and I hope the Minister will
see that the work is speeded up. I hope it
will also be possible to allocate funds for the
completion of the air-conditioned train now
being constructed at the Ipswich railway
workshops.

Mr, Chalk: How long have they been
building it?

Mr. HANLON: I know they have been
building it for a long time, and the Minister
has said that funds cannot be allocated for
it this year. The Minister spoke about
attracting customers to the railways and of
having to compete with other means of
transport. However, if passengers cannot get
on the ‘‘erack’’ trains unless they book
about a month ahead they will naturally
patronise the airways, where it is possible
to get a seat within a couple of days at the
most. Therefore, I hope that before very
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long the air-conditioned trains now in use
will be supplemented by the one that is
being built at Ipswich.

I support the hon. member for Mulgrave
in his plea on behalf of students travelling
during vacation. I know nothing about the
cases he mentioned or about the types of
earriages that students from the North have
to travel in, but I urge the Minister to
allow students on vacation to use the main
trains. Although I have just said that it
is hard to get on the air-conditioned trains,
many parents are not too happy about having
their children travel on second-class trains.
Frequently, undesirable types of people travel
on them. I hope that the Minister will
give serious consideration to the remarks of
the hon. member for Mulgrave about the
conditions under which students from the
North have to travel during vaeation, and
that he will allow students travelling on
vacation concessions to travel on first-class
trains.

Mr. A. J. SMITH (Carpentaria) (3.2
p.m.): The Railway Department is doing an
excellent job in my area in conveying to
the coast the produects of the Mt. Isa Mines
and the cattle and wool grown in the area.
I commend the employees of the department,
from the Commissioner and the general man-
ager for the distriet, down to the running
staff.

The North-west is on the verge of a great
era of railway construetion. I refer to the
rebuilding and strengthening of the section
from Townsville to Mount Isa, a distance of
604 miles. I was very coneerned, however,
to hear the Minister say that the World
Bank had become more interested in the
proposal following the change of Government
in Queensland. Is the World Bank a political
institution? In effect, it gets at least some
of its money from the Australian taxpayer
and it should have no part in politics. Are
we to understand that it waited till the Gair
Government was attacked by the Communists
hefore it would consider making finance avail-
able for the rebuilding of the Townsville-
Mt. Isa section? I should like the Minister
to deny that. If that is not so, it should
be econtradicted as soon as possible.

I now turn to the growing menace of the
Commonwealth railways in Central Australia
to the North Queensland railway trade. There
is mueh eguse for concern if we are to spend
£30,000,000 on the reconstruction of the
Townsville-Mt. Isa line only to meet with
unfair competition from the Central Aus-
tralian railway system because of rebates
and concessions on freights to encourage trade
from South Australia, Victoria and New
South Wales. I have it in correspondence
that Commonwealth railways are inviting
those States to send goods by their system to
a loading place called Mile End in Adelaide,
muech the same as the Roma Street railway
yards. They give a rebate of 25 per cent.
on freight from Mile End to Alice Springs.
We do not have much of that trade at the
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moment but the rebate will attract it, and
there is a eo-ordinated road service. Figures
to the end of August indieate that only
about 85 tons of freight a week comes through
that way. Territory Transport Association
Ltd. co-ordinated service has 15 vehieles,
two a week running into Mt. Isa from, Alice
Springs, and the average load is 25 tons a
week. Hauber & Lust have two vehicles, one
a week running into Mt. Isa from Alice
Springs, and the average load is 15 tons a
week. E. J. Styles, Outback Transport, has
six vehicles. The firm does one trip a week from
Mt. Isa to Darwin and the average load is
20 tons a week. About 85 tons a week come
in from the Northern Territory rail head,
Alice Springs.

In the report of the Commonwealth Rail-
ways for the year 1955-1956, this appears—
‘“The canvass for additional traffic for
the railway has been successful. Goods
for Darwin and many places previously
served by sea to Darwin, and for distri-
bution inland from there are now carried
by rail to Alice Springs, thence by the
co-ordinated rail-road serviece to Larrimah,
the southern terminal of the North Aus-
tralia Railway, for further rail ecarriage
to destination.’’

They have almost closed the port of Darwin,
Remember that the Commonwealth
railways

Mr. Chalk: Are run at a profit.

Mr. A. J. SMITH: They are running at
a profit now but from 1945 to 1954 they
were losing on the average £100,000 a year.
In 1955-1956 they made a profit of £125,000
on 771 miles of railway line. Only a month
ago I was in the Northern Territory and I
was told that the Commonwealth railways
are talking of closing the northern section
from Darwin to Larrimah and handing it
over to a co-ordinated road service from
Alice Springs to the Northern Territory.

Let me give an instance of the freight
charges of the Commonwealth railways to
the Northern Territory. I have with me a
letter from the Minister for Shipping and
Transport, through Senator Condon Byrpe,
Remember that from Mile End in Adelaide
to Alice Springs is about the same distance
as from Brisbane to Mt. Isa. Remember, too,
that furniture, groceries and machinery are
three of the most important items in the
Northern Territory and in Western Queens-
land. The charge for furniture in van from
Mile End to Alice Springs is £30 17s. a ton
and that earries a 25 per cent. rebate. Freight
on the same furniture in vans from Roma
St. to Mt. Isa is £62 a ton. From Towns-
ville to Mt. Isa, half the distance, the cost
is £28 a ton. I got these figures from the
Railway office in Brisbane yesterday. From
Mile End to Adice Springs the freight on
furniture, loose, is £44 0Os., 9d. a ton.

Mr. Hart: Labour Government!
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Mr., A. J. SMITH: It is not. It is the
inflitration of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment who have been spending the taxpayers’
money on their own railways. The Common-
wealth Railways are going to assist the trade
of South Australia, Vietoria and N.S.'W.
to the detriment of Queensland’s trade. The
hon. member for Mt. Gravatt should remem-
ber that the Commonwealth Government are
«closing the port of Darwin to shipping.
Queensland merchants would be shipping
goods by boat for distribution in the Northern
Territory. It is not a matter to be taken
lightly. It is another instance of Common-
wealth Government infiltration to make their
railway pay. If we are to spend millions of
pounds in the North-West, it is a matter
which we must seriously consider. It is not
that Queensland Railways eannot carry the
goods or are inefficient, it is not a matier of
any government being in power, but infiltra-
tion by the Commonwealth Government to
boost its own system of 771 miles.

Freight rates on general groceries from
Mile End to Alice Springs are £37 15s. 24,
from Roma Street to Mt. Isa £62., and from
Townsville to Mt. Isa £28 a ton. Let me
remind all hon. members about the 25 per
cent. rebate reduction. From Mile End to
Alice Springs the freight rate on machinery
bagged is £24 11s. 6d. a ton, from Brisbane
to Mt., Isa £38 a ton, and from Townsville
to Mt. Isa £18 a ton.

I wish I had more time to deal with the
Commonwealth Railway’s report. I have been
reading the 1955-1956 report but I am sure
that the 1956-57 report would be more
alarming, The report further states—

¢‘The co-ordinated freight service was
extended during the year to include trans-
port of goods and equipment to the M¢.

Isa (Q.) area, where there is considerable

mining development in progress, and to

places in the Northern Territory, away
from the direct Alice Springs-Larrimah
route,’’

In 1946-1947 the total carried on the Central
Railway to Alice Springs was 235,087 tons
and in 1955-1956, 610,603 tons. Reading
from the report again—

‘“The result on the Central Australia
Railway was also favourable, Revenue
earned amounted to £1,852/406, an inerease
of 12 per cent. Working expenses totalled
£1,216,167, a fall of £99,483, or 7.5 per
cent. as compared with the previous year.
The net result for 1955-1956, was a surplus
of revenue over working expenditure of
£636,239, an incerase of 87.5 per cent.
over the surplus in 1954-55.7°

In one year they showed an increase of 87.5
per cent.

In conjunction with what has been done
by the Commonwealth Government with their
railway, South Australian business men are
starting to funetion. I have a letter here
written by a business firm in ‘Adelaide on
3 July, 1957. They are going to land sugar
from Adelaide in Mount Isa at 110s, 11d. a
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ton or £3 9s. 1d. a bag. Bagged sugar which
comes from the Millaquin refinery at Bunda-
berg costs £2 19s. 6d., and 12s. 6d. added
tc that at Mount Isa brings it to £3 12s.
What are the merchants doing? They are
taking advantage of the Commonwealth
system of refunds and they are building big
warehouses in Alice Springs and Tennants
Creek and stocking them up to the hilt. Not
only should the railways take a serious view
of it, but also the merchants at Townsville
who will have to compete with infiltration
from New South Wales and Victoria and
South Australia. Big business will have to
build warehouses in Mount Isa and other
districts. One hon. member on the Govern-
ment side had the audacity to talk about
the mon-building of the Dajarra-Cam-
ooweal railway. It was not built be-
cause the Commonwealth Government would
not give us any money. They had this
scheme in mind for guaranteeing road and
rail transport in the Northern Territory.
These business people state on their form,
‘‘Stamped envelopes addressed to Adelaide
are included with this list.”” That is the type
of business that is going on. It is not only
the business people in Townsville who will
have to guard against it. The people in this
State will have to pay their share for the
losses the Commonwealth incur in the
Northern Territory, just as they are paying
for the Snowy River scheme and the Leigh
Creek railway in South Australia. The whole
thing is so serious that it needs immediate
investigation. The freight from Alice
Springs to Mount Isa, 750 miles, is £16 a
ton by road transport, on which no rebate
is given, The merchants in Townsville add the
cost of the freight of goods from Brisbane.
There is a huge growth of industry
in the North-West. If the Common-
wealth Government do loan the State Gov-
ernment £30,000,000 for the construction of
the railway the taxpayers will have to pay it
back, and at the same time the Common-
wealth Government are encroaching on the
trade that should come to Queensland. The
losses ineurred by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment on the eentral railway system will
have to be met by the taxpayers. The
Commonwealth have lost heavily in the
Northern Territory where they have 300-odd
miles of line. Let us not forget that the
Commonwealth railway is eompeting with us
and they are enormously inereasing the
trade for South Australia and the other
States. On 30 September, T received the
following letter which was addressed to
Senator Byrne, through whom I made
representations. The letter reads—

““In reply to your letter of 10th Sep-
tember, 1957, the Commonwealth Railways
Commissioner advises that since 1st Novem-
ber, 1953, a co-ordinated road-rail service
has operated for the conveyance of freight
between Alice Springs and Darwin, and
Intermediate destinations on the North
Australia Railways. A special flat rate
of £24 18s. applies between Alice Springs
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and Darwin, including delivery or pick-
up at Darwin. Proportionately lower rates
apply on goods to and from intermediate
stationg on the North Australia Railway.
In addition to the co-ordinated service a
number of road operators handle freight
between Alice Springs and Darwin at
various fluctuating rates in competition
with the Commonwealth Railway Depart-
ment.

By co-operation with the State Railway
Systems concerned, arrangements have been
made for the through bocoking of goods
from certain New South Wales, Victorian
and South Australian stations to Darwin,
ordinary freight charges applying on both
the State Systems and the Central Australia
Railway.

Traffic for Tennant Creek and Mount
Isa, however, is earried beyond Alice
Springs by various road operators.

So far as Tennant Creek traffic is con-
cerned, it is advised that for some time
past a long distance rebate of 25 per cent.
has been allowed on the Central Australia
Railway proportion of the freight eharges
paid. This concession was introduced to
assist settlers in the Northern Territory
who live long distances from the nearest
railway station, and applies on the same
lines as a similar arrangement which has
been in operation on the Queensland Rail-
ways for many years.

Goods for Mount Isa are carried at a
reduction of 25 per cent. off the ordinary
freight rates on the Central Australia
Railway, subject to a minimum charge of
£6 per ton, unless eclassified rates are
cheaper. This reduction applies irrespec-
tive of the road operator engaged for the
conveyance of the goods beyond Alice
Springs.”’

The position is very serious not only for the
department but also for railway-men. By
granting concessional rates the Commonwealth
railway is competing on an unfair basis. The
problem will have to be seriouslv considered
by the Minister and the Commissioner, At
the end of August, 1957, only 85 toms of
goods a week were coming into Mt. Isa from
Alice Springs or the Northern Territory.
The freight econcessions given to Mt. Tsa
Mines Ltd. have been eriticised. If those
concessions had not been given by the depart-
ment, the company would have availed itself
of the concessional rates of the Common-
wealth co-ordinated road and rail service,
Much material is being sent by rail to Mary
Kathleen, mainly because of shipping delays.
The machinery is urgently required for the
production of uranium oxide.

The concessional rates of the Common-
wealth railway for the cartage of groceries,
furniture and machinery have resulted in
increased revenue. The loss on that section
of 771 miles in years gone hy has been as
much as £200,000 a year. The year before
the commencement of concession rates the
loss amounted to £90,000. In 1955-56 the
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profit was £125,000. The figure for 1956-57
is not available. The matter is so serious
that it must be investigated.

Hon, G. W. W. CHALK (Lockyer—
Minister for Transport) (3.24 p.m.): The
statements of the hon. member for Carpen-
taria are substantially correet. I am rather
concerned about the position, It is not some-
thing new.

Mr. Jessons I brought it up last year.

Mr. CHALK: I give the hon. member for
Carpentaria credit for bringing it up 12
months ago on behalf of the area he repre-
sents. The hon. member for Hinchinbrook
claims that he raised it too. I have wuob
checked to see whether he did or not.

Mr. Jesson: It is in “Hansard”.

Mr. CHALK: In the last 12 months this
serious state of affairs has been allowed to
continue. There is no evidence anywhere that
the then Government in power during that
time took steps to prevent its continuance. I
am aware of what has been happening. The
matter has been discussed by the Commissioner
and myself. It is one that is on the agenda
paper for the meeting of all Railway Com-
missioners of the Commonwealth and New
Zealand to be held in the South later this
month. During the short time we have been
responsible for the administration of the
Railway Department we have realised the in-
roads being made into the freight traffic in
this way. We are prepared to discuss it on
a Commonwealth level at the forthcoming con-
ference. It affects not only Queensland; it
affects the other States too. Goods are being
sent by road under Section 92 of the Com-
monwealth Constitution without the payment
of a tax, right across New South Wales and
loaded at Port Augusta. It has been proved
that it is cheaper by that method with the
concessions granted to it to which the hon.
member for Carpentaria referred. As Minis-
ter for Transport in Queensland I think that
competition is the essence of trade. Where -
the competition is fair I say that we as a
State must do all we can to compete with it.
What I am not happy about, and I make the
statement openly, is the rebate that is being
granted. That is where I differ with the
Commonwealth administration. If the Com-
monwealth ean compete against us on a fair
basis with this trade, and if we cannot meet
it it must go on. Queenslanders are paying
taxation into the Commonwealth pool, and I

think the Commonwealth is wrong in granting

these concessions, because after all they are
granted with our money. The Commissioner
knows the ease and he has been briefed to put
forward the argument as the Government see
it. I think we will find that there will be
considerable diseussion at the conference, but
I am hoping that as a result of the repre-
sentations by the States the competition
between the Commonwealth line and the
Queensland Railways will be on a fair basis.
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Mr. Walsh: I ask you to have a look
at the section of the Commonwealth Consti-
tution regarding diserimination in railway
treights.

Mr. CHALK: The hon. member for
Bundaberg has had considerable experience
of Commonwealth Constitution matters and if

he can advance any constructive argu-
ment to present to this conference in
the interests of the State I shail welcome

it. His interests are apparently the same as
mine—the development of Queensland, the
protection of our employees, and the con-
tinual employment of our railway employees.

Before the debate finishes, I must touch on
a few of the matters raised by previous
speakers. The hon. member for Rockhampton
said he hoped that his city could get an air-
conditioned train service. I doubt whether
it is possible at the present time to allocate
money for that purpose. A number of air-
conditioned trains are gperating and they are
giving a service to the community. My main
immediate coneern is with the transport of
goods, livestock and other lines from which
the railways derive a good deal of revenue.
Repregentatives of the Australian Meat
Board told me at a deputation of the prob-
able turn-off of cattle during the next season
and expressed the view that it was highly
unlikely that we would be able to handle
them. As I say, a good deal of money has
been spent in the past on air-conditioned
trains and the next move is to see that more
wagons are provided and that engine power
is inereased. Of course, I do not want to
disappoint the hon., member. We are mindful
of the need for developing Central and North
Queensland and we will play our part.

The hon. member referred also to the
Rockhampton station. Every hon, member is
aware of the condition of the present station.
I agree that it has been made a political
football over the years. It was used by the
previous Government to atiract attention to
Rockhampton. I took part in election cam-
paigns at Rockhampton, and I used it as a
politieal football. Rockhampton is entitled
to a better station, but it is a matter of
finance, 1 assure the hon. member that in
preparing our programme for the future,
Roekhampton will be given every con-
sideration.

The hon. member referred also to Park-
hurst. It has been on the programme for
the decentralisation of the Rockhampton
workshops for some time. His own Govern-
ment were not able to make money avail-
able for Parkhurst, and mnothing has been
allocated for it this year, It has been
alleged that a good deal of money has been
spent on the project, but I cannot say what
material is there. I have not visited the
Rockhampton railway workshops, but I have
spoken to railwaymen in Rockhampton on
many occasions and the things they have told
me almost made my hair stand on end. I
propose to visit every workshops in the State
before the end of this session. Since taking
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office as Minister I have tried to acquire a
knowledge of the administrative side of the
department, and my next move is to see the
conditions that exist outside and to institute
any changes that I regard as necessary.

The hon. member for Kedron tried to make
capital out of a statement I made about the
number of men who were to be dismissed.
He said I had contended that the money
that was saved from the cancelling of the
order given to the Commonwealth Engineer-
ing Coy. for steel earriages would be used
to keep the men in employment. If he checks
my statement he will find that what he said
18 not correct. I said that if we proceeded
with the order there would be less money to
keep the men in employment.

I also said earlier that we hoped to make
a careful check of the amount of money tied
up in stores and to make a saving in Stores
Suspense. Many ordering methods are based
on war-time conditions. It was necessary
then to order well ahead so that parts would
be in stock when required, so large quanti-
ties were ordered.

Mr. Hanlon:
after the war.

It went on for a while

Mr. CHALK: I do not deny that, but
the hon. member would not suggest that the
shortages exist 10 or 11 years after the war.
In many cases the ordering rate ean be
reduced. We will be able to postpone the
buying of many stores and transfer the
money from the Suspense Account to keep
men in employment. Hon. members of both
parties opposite will agree that it will be
sensible in the long run because it will
enable us to get over some of our difficulties.

Mr. Walsh: The previous ‘Treasurer
drew attention to that three years ago. The
amount was reduced and it has sinee been
increased.

Mr. CHALX: I do not know who was
responsible for it. If the hon. member is
casting reflections on the previous Minister
for Transport, I will not enter into the argu-
ment. The fact is that it happened. We
are trying to act in the best interests of
the State.

The hon. member for Kedron tried to make
political capital out of the quantity of wool
railed. Earlier I was able to give the Com-
mittee the wool railings only for Oectober
this year and last year but, as the hon. mem-
ber seemed to doubt some of my statements,
I hurriedly arranged to get the figures for
wool handled in the last three months and
they should give a better indiecation of what
is happening.

The comparison of the number of bales

that arrived by rail at Newstead is as
follows:—
1956. 1957.
July 19,358 46,647
August 36,093 64,773
September 35,013 70,144
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In round figures the number for October this
year was 60,000 compared with 20,000 in
October, 1956. For the last four months we
have handled more than twice the amount of
wool handled in the same four months last
yvear. That is a fair answer to our erities,
ineluding Mr. Flower who wrote the letter
mentioned by the hon. member for Kedron.

Mr. Wood: Would you have comparable
figures for October, 1955, the year before the
gshearers’ strike?

Mr. CHALK: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion knows that I have not. The figures would
be available to him, In any ecase I am pre-
pared to make them available to him at the
conclusion of the debate.

Mr. Hanlon: The year 1956 would be a
bad year as a basis for comparison.

Mr. CHALK: No.

Mr. Hanlon: Surely you do not hope
that the same conditions will apply in future
years as prevailed last year!

Mr. CHALK: The hon. member for
Ithaca can somersault or do what he likes.
The figures are there and I believe they give
a fair comparison. I have not the time to
debate the matter further. It is an indication
of what we have achieved. We are winning
back to the railways a considerable amount
of the wool lost last year, wool lost because
of the way the hon. member’s Government
handled the shearers’ strike.

The hon, member for Barambah said that
secondary industry should be assisted in the
country. It is the desire of the Government
to assist as much as possible in decentralisa-
tion. It is nothing new but something that
was done by the previous Government. When
a new industry is to be established in the
country, we shall give every consideration
tc it. If an approach is made to the Com-
missioner consideration will be given to a
special freight rate if it is warranted to
enable the industry to become established.
Only a few weeks ago I was approached by an
industry operating between Brisbane and
Ipswich, outside the 15-mile limit. It is an
industry we want to encourage because it
will help the State to develop. Because the
industry has a good case I believe it should
receive every consideration. We mean to
get business back to the railways and we are
prepared to play our part in helping industry
to decentralise. If the hon. member for
Barambah has any similar problems in the
fauture I ask him to submit them to me as
Minister for Transport and I shall see that
they receive every consideration.

The hon. member for Norman made a few
suggestions, Most of them had been advanced
previously in the Chamber either by himself
or by hon. members on this side when they
were in Opposition. Most of his suggestions
were difficult to give effect to but he has
done the right thing by placing them before
the Chamber. They will be included in
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‘‘Hansard’’ as a permanent record and a
permanent reminder to the department that
there is a need for changes in certain direc-
tions. ‘‘Hansard’’ debates are dissected by
my departmental officers and already quite &
number of matters have been placed before
me, Through the debate quite a deal of good
can acerue to the department. The hon.
member for Fortitude Valley made reference
to the fitting of roller-bearings on a lot of
our rollingstock. We are fitting roller-bear-
ings on the wagons and rollingstock.
Previously it was done with locomotives and
in some instances with passenger carriages.

Mr. Jesson: Was that not brought up by
the hon. member for Keppel?

Mr. CHALK I raised this matter during
my introductory remarks, and the hon. mem-
ber for Fortitude Valley, realising the im-
portance of it took the opportunity to refer
to it, So that the hon. member will not be
under any misapprehension I point out that
we are fitting roller-bearings to the wagons.
By doing so we can improve the speed of our
traing and ultimately carry a greater tonnage
of goods, and overall it will be to the advant-
age of the State generally.

The hon. member for Tablelands made
reference to some matters of interest to the
department, I shall consider his views to see
whether their implementation is in. the best
interests of the State as a whole.

I was interested in the remarks of the
hon. member for Ithaca. He commenced by
saying that nothing that had been raised so
far had been of a constructive nature. I do
not think he said anything of a construetive
nature himself,

Mr. Hanlon: I said that you had not
advanced anything new. I did not say that
there had been mnothing constructive.

Mr. CHALKX: Nothing very constructive.

Mr. Hanlon: “Nothing new from the
Minister,”” I said.

Mr. CHALK: I am prepared to accept
the hon. member’s explanation, During the
period I have been Minister a number of
problems have arisen and a number of
decisions have been made, which, I believe,
events show have been in the best interests
of the department. As I said in my opening
remarks, so far we do mot claim to have
attempted anything of a speetacular nature.
T believe that when a board of directors take
over a business they should first endeavour to
acquaint themselves with all the activities of
the business, that they should spend some
time in what I might term ¢‘settling in,’””
and that after they have got a ecomplete
grasp of the operations of the business they
are then in a better position to implement
any policy they have in mind.

One hon, member referred to the poliey
speech of the Country-Liberal Party in refer-
ence to a consultative committee. It was
mentioned in the policy speech, and it is
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something to which the Government have
given much thought. After we became the
Government, Mr. Nolan, on behalf of the
Railway Unions, offered their services, and I
believe he was quite sincere. We have not
abandoned the idea; we have not overlooked
it.

I prefer to go along steadily in aequiring
a full knowledge of my department and its
operations, After I have made my investiga-
tions I shall submit the proposal about a
consultative committee to Cabinet, I am not
going to be stampeded into appointing the
committee. The committee will not take over
the administration of the department, The
members of the committee will offer helpful
advice based on practical experience, The
matter is still being considered, and in .due
course the suggestion will be implemented.

The hon. member for Ithaca referred to
students travelling during vaecation. That was
raised by the hon. member for Mulgrave, and
I have had correspondence on the subjeet
with the hon. members for Cook and Cairns.
A similar request has been made by people
living in the Far West. The solution of the
problem is not as eagy as it would appear.
As T told the hon. member for Mulgrave,
if an air-eonditioned train is the only train
available, the department will do all it can
to provide accommodation for students on
that train, but care must be exercised
because, if we fill the train with students
travelling on concessional rates, the public
will protest. If we do not give them aeccom-
modation on the train, parents of the students
raise a protest. Unfortunately the vaecation
of students coineides with that of most other
people.

I was partieularly concerned about the
circumstances mentioned by the hon. member,
who said that one female and 23 male
students travelled during the last vacation
from Cairns to Townsville to cateh the red
train, as it is called, or the second division,
in what he deseribed as a dog box. If it is
correct that ome female had to travel that
distance with 23 male students, it is a
deplorable state of affairs. This morning T
issued instruetions to prevent a recurrence of
it. If the air-conditioned train is the only
one available, I do not agree that students
should be herded into a carriage attached to
that train. It will not occur again. I shall
do my best to see that students all over
Queensland receive the best the department
has to offer. The problems eannot be over-

. come immediately, but departmental officers
will benefit from the points raised by hon,
members.

Mr. Pavies: When you are making your
tour of the workshops, will you include Mary-
borough?

Mr. CHALK: Yes. I intend to inspect
all workshops and I shall advise the hon.
member representing the electorate of my
visit so that he will have an opportunity of
placing before me the case for his constituents.
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Several other points call for a reply. The
statement of the hon. member for Cooroora
caused me some concern, He saild a rail
motor was operating in his area without
brakes. ILate last night I asked the Com-
missioner to make inquiries. I am now
informed that the rail motor is of old
design, but it is mechanically sound. The
brakes have been tested and are in good
condition. The hon. member said that the
door was tied up with rope. Something more
effective than rope may have been used, but

the fact is that the door is twisted. It is
not a matter of rectifying the catch. The
repair of the door is a major job. It was

hoped that at an appropriate time the rail
motor could be completely overhauled and
the door repaired. As the matter has been
raised and as I thought something should be
done, the Commissioner has asked the locomo-
tive engineer in Brisbane to see if some
better arrangement cannot be arrived at.

The hon. member for Burdekin mentioned
on Tuesday the dismantling of the old wooden
railway bridge over the Burdekin at Carstairs.
This matter was discussed with the Com-
missioner and he pointed out that steps are
being taken to have the old bridge demolished
and as much of the serviceable material as
possible salvaged. The work of removing
this bridge has not been commenced because
the bridge gang required for the work had
to be retained on urgent bridge maintenance
and struetures for other traffic. The matter
has been noted and I advise the hon. member
that it will be attended to.

The hon, member for Chermside mentioned
that a lady had been charged for travelling
without a railway ticket. The eircumstances
as he explained are by and large correet.
During that particular week the department
was aware that quite a number of people were
travelling between the two points he men-
tioned without purchasing weekly tickets.
Most of the people travelling between Eagle
Junetion and Bindha do so on weekly tickets.
It was decided to have a check taken on
this particular morning when this lady and
13 other passengers were apprehended. They
were travelling without tickets. Some offered
to pay their fares—and I know the hon.
member will agree with me—but because of
the circumstances the department did not
let them go without taking action. If one
person had been let off a lot could have
been made out of it. As there were 13
apprehended at the same time the hon,
member will perhaps realise what did happen.

The hon. member for Kedron made refer-
ence this morning to the loss suffered by the
department in the metropolitan area. It is
correct that it was in the metropolitan area
that certain losses occurred. In that area
returns are arrived at over the distance that
is credited to the particular location. In the
metropolitan area credit is only given for
72 miles between Brisbane and Helidon and
106 between Brisbane and Gympie. The
Brisbane area has to stand the whole of the
costs involved, the whole of the staffing and
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loading facilities for all goods going to all
parts of Queensland and the Brisbane or
metropolitan area is only credited in the
case of Townsville with 398, It gets credit
for that portion of the freight which repre-
sents 106 miles; the balance of the freight
is eredited to the Northern Division, but the
major loading costs oceurred in the South and
so have to be borne by the Southern Division,

At 4 pm,,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN (Mr.
Dewar) : Order! Under the provisions of the
Sessional Order agreed to by the House on
29 October, I shall now put the questions
neeessary for the Vote under consideration
and for the balance remaining unvoted for the
Department of Railways.

The questions for the following Votes were
put, and agreed to—
Department of Railways— £

General Establishment .. 1,053,170
Balance of Department,
Consolidated  Revenue
and Loan Fund . 40,022,410

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
CHIEF OFFICE.

Hon. A. W. MUNRO (Toowong—Minister
for Justice) (4.1 p.m.): I move—

‘“That £150,334 be granted for ‘Depart-
ment of Justice—Chief Office’.”’

I do not propose to speak at length. I regard
the debate primarily as an opportunity for
hon. members generally to express their views
on matters connected with the administration
of the department and to ecriticise where
criticism is merited. The debate will be
helpful to me, to the Government, and to the
people, and 1 look forward with interest to
hearing the views of hon. members.

Mr. Jesson: Hawven’t you heard enough
during the last few months?

Mr. MUNRO: I like to hear everything.

It may be appropriate at this stage to
draw attention to the very wide ramifications
of the Department of Justice. Although it
has not very muech glamour, it provides a
number of very useful services to the State.
From what I have seen in the short time that
I have had the responsibility of administer-
ing the department, those services are given
at a moderate cost.

Apart from the Chief Office, the Vote covers
the sub-departments of Courts of Petty
Sessions, Commissiomer of Prices, Electoral

Registration, Fair Rents Office, Friendly
Societies, Licensingg Commission, Prisons,
Public Curator, Registrar-General, Sheriff

and Titles Office. That
subjects for discussion.

and Supreme Court,
ig a wide range of

The Chief Office Vote shows an increase
of £9,826 on last year’s expenditure, the
inerease being apportioned as £7,034 to salar-
ies and £2,792 to comtingencies. The salaries
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in this department come under the class of
expenditure that accountants refer to as
uncontrollable; that is to say, it is expendi-
ture incurred in carrying on necessary sei-
vices. Provision has been made for one
additional officer and for the payment of
award increases.

The item mainly responsible for the increase
in contingencies is cash equivalent of long
serviee leave. Owing to the proposed retire-
ment of two officers, an increase of £2,030 in
expenditure is expected.

My, WOOD (North Toowoombha—Leader
of the Opposition) (4.5 pm.): TFrom a
perusal of the Estimates hon. members will
realise the importance of the sub-depart-
ments of the Department of Justice. Obvi-
ously in discussing the Chief Office Vote
we cannot do more than touch on the fringe
of them,

In the past week or two members of th'e
Opposition have been forthright in their
remarks on some of the activities of one
braneh, and I assure the Minister that I shall
have very little to say on it today. How-
ever, I speak for all members of Parl%apl'ent
when I say that at no time is our criticism
personally directed against the Minister. I
do not think there is one hon. member who
has mnot a sineere regard for him, for his
probity, his capacity and his energy, and that
is not mere idle flattery. We all recognise
that he is giffed with those attributes. At
the same time, he will agree that we should
be failing in our responsibilities if we did
not point out the dangers that lie ahead of
him in the discharge of his heavy duties.
They were heavy in the time of his pre-
decessor, too

Mr. Sparkes interjected.

Mr. WOOD: I do not suggest that the
previous Minister did not apply himself to
his job with energy. I am not afraid to
say that. The Minister will find himself
faced with problems just as heavy and I ask
him to aceept as sineere our assurance that
if oceasionally we offer criticism we do
so because we believe there are dangers inher-
ent in some of the principles that have been
laid down by the previous Govermment. I
refer mainly to the move, as we see it, to
abolish price control.

Mr. Sparkes: We have had all the
sugar, now let us have some of the vinegar.

Mr. WOOD: The hon. member for
Aubigny will have the opportunity to give.
his own views on the department in his own
brilliant way and in his own time. To quote
one of the expressioms of a Liberal speaker
on the other side, I have no doubt that he
will do it with succinet lucidity. He ean
use his 25 minutes and I will listen to him
with the greatest of interest, as I advise
him to listen to me.

1 pay a tribute, as I have done in previous
years, to the high standard of efficiency in
the Department of Justice. I have always
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had a high regard for the public servants
of the State but I know of no department
with higher standards than the Department
of Justice. My summing up of a public
servant is not based on the way he reaets to
people in authority but on the attention he
gives to the humblest. Judged by the real
standards of service to the public, no depart-
ment in the Public Serviee surpasses the
Department of Justice in efticiency. I have
said that on the Estimates in previous years.
I see no reason why I should depart from
those views on this occasion just because I
am in Opposition, The hon. member for
Mount Gravatt is onme hon. member who, I
thought, would have been in the Chamber
when the Estimates were presented.

Government Members interjected.

Mr, WOOD: Yes, he will be sent for,
I know! In spite of the views of the hon.
member for Mount Gravatt, I have a very
high regard for the standard of efficiency of
Queensland magistrates. I believe that they
are competent and well-informed, that they
exercise their functions impartially. Allow
me in the most kindly way to address a
minor complaint to the Minister. I believe
that he ecould better serve the magistrates
of the State by publicly stating his unswerv-
ing confidence in them rather than by trying
to protect the hon. member for Mount
Gravatt as he wundoubtedly did when I
directed a question to him about the remarks
of the hon, member for Mount Gravatt.

Before coming to the main point of my
speech I wish to refer to the work done by
all electoral officers throughout the State.
I advise the Minister to go into the position
very carefully before he makes any alteration
in the present system of rolls or adopts the
suggestion of having uniform Commonwealth-
State rolls, I have been associated with
cleetion campaigns in Queensland for at least
30 years. I have had very close association
with both Commonwealth and State rolls.
I am quite safe in asserting that in no way
are State rolls inferior to Commonwealth
rolls.

~ Mr. Watson: That is only your opinion

Mr., WOOD: And the opinion of thous-
ands of others.

Mr. Watson: It is not mine.

Mr. WOOD: On this particular matter I
do not know that I value the opinion of the
hon. member for Mulgrave. I would place
a great deal of weight on his opinion on
sugar and other matters, but not on this
subject.

I draw attention to an essential difference
in the compilation of Commonwealth and
State rolls. In many instances through an
over-strict enforcement of the law Common-
wealth authorities deprive people of enrol-
ment. On the other hand the Queensland
election system is aimed at ensuring that as
many as possible who are entitled to the
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franchise are enrolled and able to elaim their
vote. I am quite sure that there is a greater
percentage of people enrolled on State rolls
who are justly entitled to vote than there
is on the corresponding Commonwealth rolls.
I ask the Minister to disregard the loose
nonsense talked over the years by hon. mem-
bers of the Liberal and Country Parties
about ghost voters and the stuffing of rolls.
I believe he will be fair-minded enough to
admit that an examination by him would
show that such practices exist oanly in the
fertile imagination of crities of the Aus-
tralian Labour Party. In actual practice
these things just do mot happen. It is like
all the nonsense which has been talked about
the numbering of ballot papers. The aver-
age man in the street would believe from
what has been said by hon. members opposite
that the numbering of ballot papers is a
system tfo enable anybody associated with
the Government to look at the roll, turn up
the number on the ballot paper and find
out how a person voted. Anyone with the
slightest knowledge of our electoral system
knows that such a statement is so muech
nonsense.

Mr, Knox: What if it became unstuck?

Mr., WOOD: Even if it became unstuck.
The number on the ballot paper is inserted
opposite the voter’s name on the roll. That
roll is nowhere in evidence when the votes
are being counted. Hon. members know that
the count is carried out under the closest
scrutiny, not only of the presiding officer
and the poll clerk but of the scrutineer or
serutineers appointed by any political party
or parties. I take it the only person who
could give an order that the ballot paper he
ungummed would be the Eleetions Tribunal
judge. I ask hon. members opposite to give
cases where such an illegal scrutiny has taken
place and give practical examples of how it
could take place under our system of count-
ing votes. When an election is completed the
official rolls do not leave the custody of the
returning officer. I ask hon. members opposite
to tell this Committee, first if they believe
the system of numbering ballot papers has
been illegally used, and secondly under what
circumstances it could be done. Ion. mem-
bers cannot get away from this fact: were it
not for such a system it would be almost im-
possible to deteet a case of fraud as was
found in regard to the Bulimba election.

Mr. Power: It would be impossible.

Mr. WOOD: It would be impossible to
deteet a case of fraud such as that disclosed
by the Elections Tribunal in connection with
the Bulimba election. I do not know of any
person who was ever associated with an elec-
tion who found himself in a position in which
Lie eould use to his advantage the system of
numbering ballot papers. I certainly do not
know of anybody who has attempted to take
advantage of it.

Mr. Xnox: Do you support the number-
ing of ballot papers?
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Mr. WOOD: I cannot see that it does
any praetical harm. I cannot see that it in
any way destroys the seecrecy of the ballot;
but I can certainly see an advantage where
it could be used to disclose fraud. The homn.
member can explain to this Committee and
quote any case that he knows where it was
used fraudulently. I throw that challenge
to the hon. member. Give us any examples
where it has been used fraudulently, or cite
cases where the circumstances were such that
it could be used. When the count is taking
place the roll is nowhere near. The roll is
the only evidence that is retained of the num-
ber marked on the ballot paper. Does the
hon. member suggest that during any serutiny
the roll is kept open? That would be a fan-
tastic statement to make. I shall be inter-
ested to hear the hon, member’s statement in
this regard.

We have heard much about the Licensing
Commission. I have some eriticism to offer,
but I shall first of all make a general state-
ment. The personnel of the Licensing Com-
mission has been doubled and the cost nearly
trebled over the past five years. This instru-
mentality has been severely eriticised mainly
on the basis of its closed hearings. Reasons
are given for hearings in camera, but there
are more cogent reasons in favour of publie
hearings. In the opinion of a not inconsider-
able number of the publie, proceedings should
be open to the Press and publie, and not sub-
jeet to the reservations recently stated by
the Minister. It is said that proceedings are
heard in eamera so that the business standing
of the parties will not be revealed. The most
important reason given is the protection of
the charaeter of the parties against hearsay
testimony. The taking of such testimony
cuts aeross all ideas of justice and real
evidence. It iz a poor state of affairs if
testimony which cannot be made in publie
and is heard in ecamera can affect the result.
If the evidence eannot be presented in open
court it should not be heard in camera,

In New South Wales and Vietoria licen-
sing courts hear evidence in open court. Con-
sideration should be given to the system
operating in those States.

Late in September the Minister for Justice
announced that the Licensing Commission
was to be reconstituted and that the Liquor
Aects would be amended for that purpose.
Both the Minister for Justice and the Min-
ister for Local Government, when the pro-
posed reconstitution was announced, stated
that the officers of their departments who
were members of the Commission had full-
time jobs apart from the work of the Com-
mission. Hon. members will recall that
statement, The statement about reconstitu-
tion followed a concentrated Press campaign
against closed hearings by the Commission. .

Although the Minister for Local Govern-
ment thanked the members of the Commission
for their work, the hon. member for Kurilpa
during the Supply debate ecriticised the
Commission on its recent annual report. He
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directed his attack particularly against the
tied house system, He said that the Labour-
in-Polities Convention from time to time had
strong views on the matter, and that is true.
He said he believed the Liberal Party
genuinely thought it was an undesirable
system, under whiech hotels were held by
breweries. Within days of that statement,
however, the man who was President of the
Liberal Party in Queensland a little more
than a year ago and who is now President of
the Associated Chambers of Commeree of
Australia gave an entirely different view. I
refer to Mr, Leon Trout, who when Liberal
Party President made a pontificial assertion
that the 40-hour week was a luxury we simply
could mnot afford. Mr. Trout came to the
defence of both the ILicensing Commission
and the breweries. He defended the Com-
mission and the right of the breweries to own
their own hotels.

Mr. Trout said he could not see any cbjee-
tion to breweries owning and operating their
own Lotels to proteet their assets and he
claimed that they were the only people who
had the eapacity and the inclination to pre-
vide accommodation for tourists. The poor
quality and paueity of aecommodation in
Queensland for tourists should be sufficient
answer to that. Overseas visitors have so
frequently condemned the quality of hotel
accommodation in this State. We are so used
to it and aeeept it as true, that an outburst
of that kind today hardly rates a line in
our news columns. Where breweries have
had control of hotels they have concentrated
on providing drinking space and not aceom-
modation. Doubtless Mr, Trout is right when
he says that breweries can be trusted to look
after their assets, but their assets are not
tourists. They are firstly in business to
brew beer and sell it. If they go imto the
hotel end of the liquor trade it is merely to
push the sales of their produet. They tie
down the licensees to selling their produet.
Tf a licensee in a brewery hotel works up
the trade his reward is a big increase im
rental by the brewery owner. I hope that
later on members of the Opposition will
develop this particular matter which I have
so sketehily outlined. We believe that the
time is now for a most searching investiga-
tion into the degree in which breweries con-
trol hotels. I am satisfied that if the accurate
position was presented to the public we
would have very grave reason for disquiet.

There is only one other matter that I have
time to deal with. It is the important one
of the Legal Aid Bureau. Reference was
made in the policy speech of the A.L.P. to
this important matter. The policy speqch
outlined the defects. I read the promise
given—

““As a start, we propose establishing
such a Bureau to provide legal adviee
and assistance to wives with dependent
children who have inadequate means, and
who have been deserted by their husbands.”’

Frankly, that is a modest beginning, but a
modest beginning is something that ecan
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develop into a worthwhile service to the
State and its indigent people. Our aim is
to set up a service in this State to assist
deserving ecases, particularly where the
denial of sueh a form of assistance ecould
contribute substantially to a misecarriage of
justice. We of the Opposition urge the
Government to make a move in the direction
of providing not only legal advice but actual
representation in courts for deserving people
who are in necessitous circumstances and
cannot afford to retain legal praectitioners.
Under existing legislation, which does not
g0 very far in this direction, the office of the
Public Curator is doing helpful and worth-
while work. It gives advice freely to the
public but has no authority to undertake
court aetions. The only representation
afforded is in criminal jurisdiction where, in
the cases of accused persons having insuffi-
cient means to provide for their defence, the
Public Defender undertakes the defence free
of charge. It is an extension of this prac-
tice into some departments of the eivil courts
which we seek on behalf of those people who
would be practically immobilised in certain
civil actions merely because of lack of funds.
This is a proposition that I should like to
develop at some length. It is an important
principle. I know that the Minister, as a
humane man, will recognise the suggestion
as a worth while one. If it is not given
immediate comsideration, I appeal to him to
see if a long-range policy can be developed
to provide legal aid to the indigent. I
realise that such a system could not be estab-
lished at short notice, but on behalf of the
Opposition I ask the Minister to take the
first step in introducing the system outlined
in our policy speech.

(Time expired.)

Mr. P. R. SMITH (Windsor) (4.31 p.m.):
Starting at the point where the Leader of
the Opposition left off, I shall continue the
remarks that have been addressed to the
subject of legal aid. Before doing that,
however, I compliment the Minister on his
very conservative Estimates, which no doubt
in time will cause the previous speaker to
refer to him again as a man who devotes
himself to his task with energy.

Hon. members may remember that during
the Address-in-Reply debate I referred to
the practice in England. It is far more
satisfactory than any system that the Publie
Curator or any other public instrumentality
could devise, For example, it is not beyond
probability that both litigants in an action
are without means. The Public Curator could
not possibly act in such a case. If one liti-
gant went to him, he would be prohibited
from acting for the other party. But under
a system such as I outlined earlier—a system
run by the profession for the benefit of
indigent and needy people—no matter how
many parties are involved in the action they
can have independent and adequate represen-
tation. They could not get that from a
Government instrumentality.
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Mr. Lloyd: Could not such a system be
brought under the Public Curator’s office?

Mr. P, B. SMITH: Once a Government
department administers it there is representa-
tion of one party, either the plaintiff or
the defendant. TUnder the English system,
however, although all the practitioners work
within it, they are not eombined in ome wunit.
In other words, there are more representa-
tives than there could be parties to an action.

Mr. Lioyd: What about payment?

Mr. P. BR. SMITH: Payment is arranged
by the profession. In some eases there is
none. The work is done by the profession
with the realisation that it has an obligation
to serve the community. Of course, where
a person has some means, payment may be
sounght. But it is not demanded. It is a
notorious fact that barristers cannot sue for
their fees. If they are not paid, they are
irrecoverable.

Opposition Members interjected.

Mr. P. R. SMITH: Judging by the com-
ments of the Opposition, I am thankful
indeed that they have never been my clients.
If they had, I might have been whistling
for my fees.

Mr. Power: If we wanted a legal man
we would get a ‘‘fair dinkum’’ one.
would get Dan Casey, not you.

Mr. P. R. SMITH:
distress me one bit.

On the subject of legal aid, I urge the
Minister to be very guarded in reposing the
responsibility for such a funection in the
Public Curator or any other Government
department. Tar better that it should be
done by the profession—by men who are
aware of the need.

That would not

Mr. Lloyd: Don’t you think it could be
controlled through the Public Curator even
if the service were given by the legal
profession?

Mr. P. R. SMITH: No, the best ones to
control it are the practitioners in that kind
of work in the profession.

Mr. Lloyd: I think you people are a bit
jealous of your rights.

Mr. P. R. SMITH: If anyone can be jeal-
ous of work he does for nothing, he is entitled
to be. The amount of work we do for
nothing is considerable at present and &
little more would not make much difference,

The previous Government deserved criticism
for their treatment not only of judges and
magistrates but also of litigants. A litigant
is entitled to just as much consideration as
anybody else but in many cases undue con-
sideration has been given to those whose
voting power counts in elections or whe
belong to great pressure groups. Litigants
are citizens of the State and are entitled to
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just as mueh consideration as those who
want free drugs, free hospitalisation, or
other treatment.

1t would do hon. members the world of
good to inspeet the court buildings and
facilities offered litigants over the years
by the previous administration. 1 refer par-
tieularly to the lower court, which deals
with smaller actions in the petty sessions
jurisdietion where a man seeks to enforce
his right against his neighbour on a small
scale. I do not speak of the large-scale
actions by those whom hon. members opposite
say we represent, but I go into the camp
that they allegedly represent aund speak of
the small litigant with his £10 or £15
claim. He needs 5 guide to find his way
round the old railway building housing the
Magistrates Courts at the top of Adelaide
Street.

Mr. Power: Buildings come under the
Department of Public Works.

Mr.P. B. SMITH: It is not the buildings;
it is the way the courts have been allotted
round them. Some Supreme Court litigants
have to traipse all the way down from
George Street to William Street and that
means inconvenience and loss to them.
Litigants are entitled to far more respect
and consideration than that. The Summons
Courts are in an old building with three
flights of stairs. Not all litigants are
sound of wind and limb; many are old and
infirm. One has only to be at the Summons
Court at 10 o’clock in the morning to see
the picture—of human tragedy winding its
way up three flights of stairs, only to face
at the end of the climb the ordeal of going
to court for the first time. Those in the
profession beeome inured to the experience
but it is a shoeck when encountered for the
first time. In a Chamber like this we
should take stock and consider these people.
Having gone into the ramshackle ecourt,
litigants are compelled to give evidence
which is taken down on a typewriter. If
a man is nimble-witted le can take advan-
tage of the brief space of time required
to type the question of cross-examining
counsel before replying. It gives the
nimble-witted man an  opportunity to
frame an answer which suits him. That
does not happen when reporters are taking
down evidence in shorthand. When a ques-
tion is asked the demeanour of the witness
can be observed and his answer heard with-
out the interruption of a typewriter’s tap-
ping or perhaps the typist calling for silence
while he finishes typing a question. There
are no interruptions which assist the dis-
honest litigant, There is also a great saving
in time. By using reporters to take the
evidence down in shorthand eases could be
heard in g third to.half the time Matters

which now run into the second day would
never go beyond the first day. Time and
wmoney are interchangeable terms today.

Mr., Lloyd: You are talking about the
fower court?
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Mr. P. R. SMITH: Yes.

Mr. Lloyd: It might be difficult to get
the required number of shorthand writers.

Mr, P. R. SMITH: It may be difficult but
the litigant is entitled to every comsideration.
it is dome in the Fair Rents court. If it
can be done there there is no reason why
it cannot be dome in other courts. 'There is
no need for legislation. The Aet has been
on the Statute Book for many years. The
Shorthand Reporters in Courts of Summary
Jurisdietion Aet was passed in 1915, It
defined the Small Debts Court, the Court
of Petty Sessions, the Licensing Court and
the Warden’s Court as courts which were
entitled and empowered to have shorthand
reporters.

In the lower cowrt evidence is taken
down on a typewriter, read Dbaek to
n  witness who signs it as Dbeing cor-
rect, In the Criminal Court a man may
be on trial for his very freedom on a charge
of murder but evidence is taken down in
shorthand and not read back. Kvidence an
accused gives on his own behalf is not read
back to him but on the strength of ‘.ﬁhat
evidence which is not read back to the jury
or to the judge he is either acquitted or
condemned. His condemnation ean have far
more serious comsequences than any of the
consequences envisaged as the result of an
action in the lower court. L can speak from
considerable experience. 1 have appeared
in murder trials in the Supreme Court
and in the lower eourt. It is farcical to
come out of the Criminal Court where you
have appeared for a man on a murder
charge only to go into the lower court to
resist an assault charge in which mfa,ybe
only minor injuries have been sustained.
Evidence is typed and read back to witnesses
and a maximum fine of £20 inclusive of costs
is involved.

By their negleet and distinterest the pre-
vious Government allowed unsatisfactory
conditions to obtain in the eourts which
were not only a bugbear to people who
practise in the courts and preside, but niore
important to all those people 'Who have to
go to the courts. The man in the street,
more than anyone else is the person who_ is
inconvenienced. Members of the profession
become acclimatised but it is very seldom
that a litigant goes to ecourt more than once.
There is the man who becomes keen on liti-
gation but he is a rarity.

The raising of the jurisdiction of the mag-
istrates court has meant that mamy litigants
have gone to the magistrates court for an
inereased quantum. The magistrates are
handicapped, without a proper library, mn
regard to the argument addressed to them.
In the Supreme Court counsel has the advan-

tage of a large library, and he also has the
advantage of an instructing solieitor who, if
a matter is raised, ecan be sent to the library
to get the report relevant to the argument.
In the magistrates court when the jurisdic-
tion was £200 sueh a lack was Dot so bad,
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but £600 is a fair sum of anybody's money.
When it is a matter of advancing an argu-
ment on hehalf of one party or the other,
counsel is handicapped by the lack of a
library, and he knows the position will be
diffieult because the man hearing the case
has no ready reference at hand. It is time
the Government took some steps to see that
the magistrates are provided with tools of
trade which, if they can use them, they can
use to advantage. It is very important to
see that the litigant is not the loser on this
account. That is what happens under the
present system. He comes along, a case is
started and it goes on for days and days, If
they were provided with shorthand writers
the case would be over in a day. If a man
loses after one day it is bad enough, but if
he loses after three days his loss is much
greater,

Mr. Lloyd: Would you say in all cases
or in serious ecases?

Mr. P. B. SMITH: At the present time
in any case up to £75 in the magistrates court
the depositions ean be waived. Up to £25
the magistrate has the discretion and between
£25 and £75 the parties may waive the
depositions. That is dome in many ecases.

Mr. Gair: They do that to keep down
costs.

Mr. P. R. SMITH: If it was done to keep
down costs, it is rather a long way round.
The best way to keep down ecosts is to have
the case heard adjudicated speedily. That
can be acecomplished if the whole of the
evidence is heard in one day.

An  Opposition Member: It would
inerease the cost.
Mr. P. B. SMITH: 1t would not. At the

present time a great deal of time is lost in
reading over the depositions. After a day’s
hearing the case is adjourned, but not until
next day, it may be three or four weeks’ time
before the magistrate will be able to hear it
again. Having continued a second day it
is then adjourned to a third day, which may
be many weeks later. A considerable amount
of time is wasted by both parties in refresh-
ing their minds in regard to what was said
during the previous hearings.

Mr. Lloyd: You have a transcript of
the evidence.

Mr. P. R. SMITH: No. Only one copy
is made and the parties have to rely on their
memories. If a litigant is without repre-
sentation he is in a terrible plight. He
generally comes to eourt with a 1d. seribbler,
and after an adjournment of four or five
weeks he has to try to refresh his memory.
He has no way of keeping a record and he
s gravely disdavantaged. If you get the
‘ease heard in a day the man is not put to
‘any great inconvenience or disadvantage. We

must have regard to these people and see that

they are mot disadvantaged. They are as
entitled to justice just as anybody else is.
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position is

In the Supreme Court the
No facili-

not really a great deal better.
ties are provided for people who have
to  wait for cases to Dbe called on,
Members of the profession and their clients
wait over there from 10 o’clock until their
case is called. If there was some way of
overcoming that long delay, it would be
appreciated. The position is particularly bad
in the lower court. On a rainy day the only
verandas available to those waiting for cases
are on the easterly and southerly sides. Hon.
members will realise that those are most
undesirable aspects. Those on the second
floor have to go downstairs to shelter from
rain. That may be all right for young peo-
ple, but it is a distinet disadvantage to old
people. Those people may miss their case
when it is called. In winter the verandas
are bitterly cold. Litigants at least have
some shelter in the Supreme Court, although
it is not attractive enough to encourage peo-
ple to go there frequently., The conditions T
have described in the lower court apply
equally to the police court, the magistrates”
court, and the summons court. The time is
long since past when something should have
been done. When some of the more pressing
or urgent matters are attended to, I trust
the Government will take action to improve
the set-up. It is an unfair heritage left by
our predecessors. Discomfort is being
experienced by practitioners and particularly
by litigants.

T trust that the Lieader of the Opposition
on the next occasion he refers to the Minister
of Justice will be able to speak as glowingly
of his energy and his work as he spoke of
the previous Minister.

Mr. COBURN (Burdekin) (4.52 p.m.):
T think that companies registered as medieal
benefits funds come within the ambit of
this department. Unfortunately it seems
that no authority has any power to deal with
medical benefits funds that are bogus and
dishonest and that fileh from the public
money to which they are mnot entitled.

Mr. Power: Thorough scoundrels.

Mr. COBURN: The ex-Attorney-General
spoke very scathingly about a company
which at that time operated under a different
name. It had eanvassers in the Home Hill
and Ayr districts and they enrolled many
members. When eclaims were submitted,
either no reply was sent by the company or
the people were not recognised as members
of the society and entitled to payment. Not
one of them has received the compensation to
which he is entitled.

These medical benefits funds usually
appoint as canvassers a member of a well-
known and highly-respected family in the
district. In Ayr they selected a young man
from a well-respected family. He was
regarded as honest, and indeed he was
honest, and the people thought the fund
would be all right as he was associated with
it, and they freely enrolled.
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I shall not expose the name of the person
whose case I shall mention, but will give him
the pseadonym of Mr. Black. After an eye
operation in the Townsville General Hospital
he submitted a claim on this company in the
vicinity of £84—and a further claim for hos-
pital fees of £46 4s. He did not receive any
satisfaction, He did not get a reply to his
letters, nor did he receive any payment under
the contract he had entered into with the
company. He put the matter in the hands of
his solicitors, Groves & Clark of Ayr, and
they got in touch with the Commonwealth
department. The company was ecalled Com-
mereial Hospital and Medical Benefits Ltd
I mention it so that the public will be fore-
warned and so avoid it. It operated under
another name when the hon. member for
Baroona was Attorney-General, but it is com-
prised of the same personnel  still
This one is just as erooked as the other one
was. This reply was received—

‘¢Dear Sir,

We refer to our letter of 19 September.
A reply has now been received from
the Commeonwealth Attorney-General who
informed us as follows—

‘It should be appreciated that the
Commonwealth has mo general control
over companies carrying on hospital and
medical insurance business. Companies
which satisfy certain requirements may
be registered under the National Health
Act. If they fail to comply with certain
requirements their registration may be
suspended or cancelled, but that at the
moment is the extent of Commonwealth
control. The Commereial Hospital and
Medical Benefits Pty. Limited, is not a
registered organisation and eonsequently
the Commonwealth has no control over
jts activities. As the Department of
Health has mentioned to you the affairs
of this company have been investigated.
However, the investigation was mnof
carried out under the National Health
Act, but by an inspector appointed under
the Companies Ordinance, 1954, of the
Australian Capital Territory.

‘The inspector has made a report to
me but, it would of course, not be proper
to disclose the contents of the report to
you at this stage. However, I doubt very
much whether anything in the report
would assist you to any extent. There is
nothing, of course, which the Common-
wealth can do to force this company to
pay your client’s eclaim and I suggest
you give -consideration to using the
crdinary processes of law. As far as-is
known the company is still earrying on
business at the new address given to you
by the Department of Health.’

“‘It appears we have done all possible
except to take proceedings against the
company, and this we are prepared to do
slthough we do not feel confident of the
outecome of such action. You have already
sent to the company the evidence which
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you bad of your membership of the com-
pany and most of the documents which
give evidence of the particulars of your
claim and it may be difficult for you to
provide the necessary information.’’

That was the information they got from the
Commonwealth authority., They elaim it is
not registered as a health organisation but
registered as a company.

Mr. Power: It
Canberra,

was registered in

Mr. COBURN: As the hon. member for
Baroona has said, it was registered in Can-
berra. If they had had previous experience
of the people associated with this company
they should have refused registration of the
company at Canberra.

Mr. Power: It is the same crowd. There
is an action pending and we are waiting for
a judgment of the Full Court.

Mr. COBURN: It would appear that
where companies are defrauding the publie
as this one seems to be doing all processes
available to us should be put into operation
to protect the public from the operations of
such a company. I wrote to the Queensland
Attorney-General and he told me that this
was not a matter on which he could assist
me and that complaints of this nature should
be referred to the Commonwealth authority.
The Attorney-General of Queensland ean do
nothing and the Commonwealth authorities
claim they can do nothing. It would seem
that people who do not have any knowledge
of the nature of this company are going te
be fleeced. Surely some action should be
taken to deregister the company and if neces-
sary an application should be made to
the Commonwealth authority by our
Attorney-General. We want the Queensland
Government to take that action, It iz sug-
gested that this man to whom I gave the
pseudonym of Blaek should use the processes
of law. He is only an ordinary working man.
Hon. members have probably heard a story
that I heard in my youthfwl days eoncern-
ing two ecats who had a piece of cheese.
When they came to share it, they could not
agree on the division being equal. And so
they called in a very wise mounkey to act as
arbitrator. They told him that they wanted
him to divide the cheese into two parts of
equal weight, The monkey got a pair of
scales and cut the cheese so that one piece
was much larger than the other. He placed
the cheese on the scales and naturally the
larger piece outweighed the other. He then
took a big bite out of it, making sure that
it would be lighter than the other., Then he
took a large bite out of the other piece, and
continued the process till no cheese was left.
He got all the cheese and the two litigants—
the cats—got nome. Mr, ‘‘Black’’ knows
very well that if he takes legal actiom, h
will be one litigant and Commercial Hos
pital and Medieal Benefits Lid. will be the
other, and the legal men will get all the
money.
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This is a very serious matter. The Govern-
ment have been urging members of the public
to join medical benefits societies; they have
been extolling their virtues and urging the
people to join them to lighten their expense
if they fall ill. However, the people who
have joined funds such as Commereial Hos-
pital and Medical Benefits Limited find now
that they have ‘‘done their money cold.”’
The premiums amount to £19 5s. a year. Mr.,
‘‘Black’’ has been a member of the fund
for at least four years, because I saw a
receipt dated four vears ago. I have here
a notification from the company setting out
his card number as 12,222, his subseription
at £19 5s. and the due date 3 October, 1957,
It is signed ¢‘Commercial Hospital and
Medical Benefits Limited, per W. Tilley,”’

I do not know whether the Minister is
prepared to make overtures to the Federal
authorities to have this company de-regist-
ered. I have been informed that if it is
de-registered, we can stop it from operat-
ing in Queensland and fleecing people.

An Opposition Member: Who are the
promoters of the company? Who registered
it?

Mr. COBURN: I do not know. It is
registered under the name ¢‘Commercial
Hospital and Medical Benefits Limited’’ and
the former Attorney-General says that a
Mr. Brunskill is connected with it. He was
Eonneoted with another medical benefits
und,

Dr. Noble: It is 3 new company. It was
registered in Canberra. They should stop
registration in Canberra.

Mr. COBURN: Why do they continue to
register people who they know have previ-
ously filched money from people?

Mr. Power: We closed down on them in
Queensland, and a civil action is being taken
against Brunskill,

Mr, COBURN: Did the former Attorney-
General close down the previous company$

Mr., Power: Yes.

Mr. COBURN: Why cannot the Govern-
ment close this one?

Mr. Power: Because it is registered in
Canberra,

Mr. COBURN: Representations should
be made to the Canberra authorities on the
highest level to de-register forthwith Com-
mereial Hospital and Medical Benefits Ltd.
If it is not de-registered, it will continue to
take premiums from people who think it is a
genuine concern rather than bogus. I hope
that the Minister will bring pressure to bear
on the authorities in Canberra to de-register
the company so that his Government can deal
with it and stop it from fleecing any more
people. There are many good medical bene-
fits funds they could join but they have no
means of knowing which are good and which

1957—2¢

[7 NoveMBER.]

Supply. 911

are bad. The bogus concern very cunningly
appoints as canvasser a member of a well-
known and highly respected family and the
people, thinking that he is associated with
the company, willingly become members and
pay premiums fully expecting to be paid the
benefits if they require hospitalisation or
treatment. The matter should be dealt with
promptly so that others may not fall vietim
to such companies.

Mr. LLOYD (Kedron) (5.7 p.m.): The
hon. member for Windsor, no doubt like all
members of the legal profession, wants the
servieces referred to by my Leader to be
controlled by the profession. Perhaps that
would have some advantages. But the Com-
monwealth Legal Aid Bureau seems to have
been operating satisfactorily and the State
could give a similar service. The argument
against control by the Public Curator cannot
be sustained because, though controlled by his
office, the service could be separate altogether
from any other representation in aections.
Following the hon. member’s line of argu-
ment, it might be said that the Publie Curator
should not instruct the Public Defender, who
represents a man charged with a serious
offence, just because the Crown prosecute.
My Leader’s suggestion merits serious con-
gideration. The scheme might be instituted
in a small way by helping deserted wives in
their actions against their husbands.

Mr. Power: The Crown defend only in
the metropolitan area. In country centres
an outside barrister is engaged as Public
Defender.

Mr. LLOYD: The same principle could
apply.

The hon. member said that shorthand
writers should be used in the lower courts to
facilitate the hearing of cases and to reduce
costs. I do not know whether he knows
muech about the duties and responsibilities of
shorthand writers. Theirs is a very import-
ant profession because the ultimate finding of
guilt or innocence of an accused person may
hinge on the evidence as taken down by the
shorthand writers and later transcribed by
them. If there were an extension of the
activities of the State Reporting Bureau so
that shorthand writers would take down the
evidence in the lower court, I am very much
afraid that costs would be inereased. In
many instances the magistrate is not highly
skilled and the depositions clerk takes down
notes and assists him. If shorthand writers
were doing it, in most cases they would have
to make a transecript of the shorthand notes.
A large staff would be needed. We know that
many more cases are heard in the lower court
than in the Supreme Court. I think if we
were to give these additional duties to the
State Reporting Bureau it would eventually
increase the costs of ecourt to a litigant.
However, it might be an advantage to extend
the activities of the State Reporting Bureau
in particular cases.
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In the past the Liberal Party have
attempted to make a great deal of politieal
propaganda out of many features of the
State electoral Acts. Unfortunately on many
occasions their inaccurate statements have
been given great publicity by the Press. I
cast my mind back to the 1950 State elec-
tions when the present Deputy Premier and
the Liberal Party were very much concerned
about many features of the rolls. They
endeavoured to make a canvass and in fact
rolls were compiled including the names of
people who they alleged were not actually
living in the electorates for which they
were enrolled. Tet us remember that the

responsibility is on the elector himself
to see that he is correetly entolled om
the right electoral roll, whether State
or Commonwealth. On many occasions

we have found at Commonwealth elections
that a great number of people have been dis-
franchised by haphazard enrolment methods.
Begause people temporarily have not been
residing in an elecorate they have had their
names wrongly removed from the rolls. The
police have done an excellent job in earry-
ng out a ecanvass cof State yolls. In 1950
many mistakes were made by the Liberal
Party in their so-called canvass. When they

got to the polling hooths many people w
intimidated i

) and told by Liberal Party
serutineers that they were not entitled to
vote. Although they were correctly included
on rolls ‘they were disfranchised because
the;y ‘were temporarily living away from
their homes. I remember an incident
between the hon. member for Baroona, the
hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha and myself
In 1951 when the Deputy Premier was very

wrong.
The .redistribution of State electoral
boundaries is a matter that must seriously

concern the Government when we consider
that some city electorates have two-and-a-half
times the population they should have,

Mr. Sparkes interjected,

Mr. LLOYD: The hon. member for

ubigny is very much eomeerned with this
redistribution beeause we have on omne side
the Liberal Party with a minority which
controls the Government, not the Country
Party, which has the majority. The Country
Party will not sacrifice its majority. The
Liberal Party would like the Country Party
to lose several seats so that it could have a
majority. We ean understand why there is
no haste on the part of the Government to
undertake a redistribution. For many years
hon. members opposite, particularly members
of the Country Party, elaimed that the
country areas did not have adequate repre-
sentation, yet when the law was amended
to give greater representation to countrv
areas, hon. members opposite said it was
gerrymandering. Hon. members opposite did
not take into consideration the faet that the
people in the country areas were being given
greater representation so that they could
have a greater voice in this Parliament.
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Hon. members only have to go to South
Australia to see the extreme of this matter.
A Government which polled a minority of the
votes has been in power there for many
years. The Labour Party in that State
polled approximately 55. per cent of the
votes at every election but they never secured
sufficient members to form a Government.
If we need any proof of the fairness of this
State’s electoral laws let us remember that
this is a minority Government in Queens-
land. The parties in Opposition polled a
greater proportion of the votes than the two
parties who form the Government.

Regarding  electoral  distribution, the
Minister has been concerned with the position

in many metropolitan electorates in the
past. If the Government intend to
have a re-distribution in metropolitan
areas where the numbers of voters
are very unequal, we will give them
the support they require. If they intend
to use Commonwealth rolls, I warn them

to give the matter close scrutiny and make
sure that the canvass is carried out by
people who are responsible to the Govern-
ment only, and not by people, as is the ease
under the Commonwealth scheme, upon whom
not much reliance can be placed.

The hotels throughout the State have been
mentioned by hon. members on this side,
and reference has been made to the dis-
graceful conditions of some of them. The
Deputy Premier is attempting to attraet
tourists to Queensland, but we eannot hope
to attract them in great numbers unless there
is an immediate and effective attempt to
bring about a big improvement in the con-
dition of hotels in tourist areas. In many
towns there are only one or two first-class
hotels. Many western hotels are fire hazards.
They are in bad condition and do not provide
the accommodation required by the publie.
The hon. member for Gregory will eonfirm
my statement that the working people who
go to town for the week-end have to accept
accommodation that would not be tolerated
in Brishane. It usually consists of iron
beds with sub-standard mattresses on the
veranda, for which top prices are charged.

There are many privately-owned hotels
in the State and these owners as well as
breweries should be forced to provide good
accommodation. In the post-war years they
made big profits and should be compelled
to spend some of it on proper accommoda-

tion. The exeuse in the immediate post-war
years was restriction of building. Some
hotels are merely swill troughs. The

licensees concentrate on the beer trade from
which they get high profits and neglect
accommodation,

The Australian Labour Party has a very
definite policy on the subject. As was stated by
the hon. member for Kurilpa, resolutions have
been passed at Iabour-in-Politics Conven-
tions on brewery ownership of hotels. No
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industry should be allowed to control the
production and marketing of its product to
the detriment of the community.

As some hotels are owned by breweries
at the present time, let that position remain,
but take from them the right to control
licensees. A common practice is to give
short-term leases, for example, 12 months,
In some instances the licensees have a monthly
tenancy. Under those ecircumstances a
licensee is not in a position to give service.
He is reluctant to re-invest profit in better
aceomnodation, as he knows he may have
his tenaney terminated at five minutes’
notice. Ie should be answerable for service
in the hotel not to the owner but to the
Licensing Commission, from which he gets
his license.

In hotels owned by them breweries insist
on the sale of only their brand of liquor.
A private owner is subjeet to the Liquor
Acts.  Section 47A (2) makes obligatory
the sale of all brands of liquor in popular
demand in privately-owned hotels. The same
section applies to ordinary business under
the Profiteering Prevention Act. In that
particular section, where the hotel is owmed
by a brewery, the brewery is exempt from
the provisions of the Act. The Act gives
the brewery more or less complete monopoly
throughout the whole of the business he owns
and he can insist that the licensee sell only
the brands that he himself is agent for. It
does mnot apply only to beer but to wines
and spirits too. A brewery whieh is the
agent for a southern producer can insist
that the licensee sell only those brands of
wines and spirits for which it is the agent.
This matter will be dealt with more exten-
sively in the debate but at this stage I want
to mention one other serious problem in the
hotel trade. If the Government force hotel-
owners to provide better buildings, better
acecommodation, and better service, we must
be responsible for allowing some compensa-
tion to the licensee of the hotel. There are
many wine and spirit merchants in Brisbane
who have a complete monopoly of the couniry
trade. If we are to expect hotel proprietors
or licensees in country areas to provide a
better service we must give them an incentive.
Thos. Brown and Dalgetys and many wine
and spirit merchants distribute to the eountry
products for which they are agents.
They are taking potential trade away
from the licensee. If there is a grocery store
in a country town in Queensland, it is the dis-
tributing agency for grocery lines; if there
is a chemist’s business in the town it is the
distributing agency. If we deny to the
licensee some potential business to be gained
by selling wines and spirits how ecan
we expect him to give a greater degree
of efficiency and service? This is a
matter that should concern the Minister and
the Licensing Commission. The shop with
a liquor license is only supposed to sell so
much of the commodity whether beer, wine
or spirits; but because of the issue of its
ficence it sells any amount by giving a
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docket to the purchaser marked ¢‘For
Goods.”” It can by this device sell as much

of the commodity as it likes. In many cases
graziers and other big people purchase direet
through Australian Bstates, New Zealand
Loan, Thos. Browns, and other firms. If
people are expected to spend large sums of
money to give a better services they should
be able to have the extra trade. Licensees
should be under the control of the Licensing
Commission and they should be required to
supply the amenities that the public desire.
T trust that the Minister will consider my
observations.

Hon. A. W. MUNRO (Toowong—Minister
for Justice) (5.30 p.m.): I should like to
express my appreciation of the spirit in w}.uch
the submission of the Vote has been received
by hon. members, particularly the Lea'der of
the Opposition. At times feelings in the
Chamber run high, and it is very pleasant
oceasionally to have an objective comsidera-
tion of a subject snch as we had this after-
noon by the Leader of the Opposition. I do
not know, of course, whether that will con-
finue for the remainder of the debate.
Probably it will not.

I do not agree completely with some of the
things that he said. For example, he said that

Queensland’s electoral rolls were in no way
inferior to those of the Commonwealth. II_Iam
oOW-

afraid that my opinion differs from his.
ever, it is a problem that I must tackle. It
ig unsatisfactory to have separate rolls for
Commonwealth and State purposes. It means
a duplication of work and there are always
many diserepancies. The experience of the
other States has shown that the problem can
be overcome. Most of them have a uniform
roll, which in the main, is controlled by the
Commonwealth authorities and is used by the
States subjeet to the making of provision for
differing boundaries. From what I have
learned from the other States, the system
works satisfactorily and is at least worthy of
investigation.

Mr. Walsh: Do not forget that in the
other States the bulk of the population 1s
centred in the cities.

Mr. MUNRO: They may differ from
Queensland in that respect, but that does not

affect the principle.

The Leader of the Opposition referred also
to the very contentious subject of the number-
ing of ballot papers. There is much to be
said both for and against it. T am quite
satisfied that under the present electoral
administration there is no opportunity for any
person to open a ballot paper and find out
how someone has voted.

Mr. Coburn: Sometimes the glue is so
bad that the corner of the ballot paper does
not stick down. :

Mr. MUNRO: That is so, but I am quite
satisfied with the arrangements for the cus-
tody of ballot papers. I am satisfied, too,
that the numbers are never referred to and
that the ballot is secret,
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Mr. Wood: The secrecy of the ballot is
not destroyed.

Mr. MUNRO: I agree with the Leader
of the Opposition. I agree also that in
unusual eircumstances the numbering of ballot
papers may be of value in disclosing a fraud
that could not be brought to light in any other
way.

Mr. Walsh: It was brought in only
because frauds were committed long before
the time of Labour Governments.

Mr. MUNRO: I realise that. Neverthe-
less, the feeling is fairly widespread among
people in Queensland that because the
number is on the ballot paper and because
the corner is turned down the secrecy of
the ballot may be violated.

Mr. Wood: Has not that been fanned
unfairly?

Mr. MUNRQ: It may have been fanned
unfairly, possibly by representatives of
a Government who would feel that, if the feel-
ing were fanned, some timid people would be
inelined to vote for the representative of the
CGovernment. The real kernel of the problem
is not whether the secrecy of the ballot is
in faet violated but whether some people
feel it may be violated and therefore may be
indueed to vote for a particular candidate
rather than another who may be a member
of the Opposition.

Mr. Wood: I think you will agree that
no member of a Labour Government in
Queensland ever fanned that feeling.

Mr. MUNRO: I would not make any
charge that anybody has fanned it. An
Opposition member said that the feeling
may have been fanned and, merely comment-
ing on the interjection, I say it is perfectly
cbvious that the feeling would not be fanned
by the Opposition,

Mr. Hilton: It has been referred to in
policy speeches by the Opposition of the
time.

Mr. MUNRO: No. What has been
referred to in policy speeches, and what I
have sometimes referred to is that there is
a weakness in the law if something in it
can give rise to that feeling. Therefore the
matter must be examined to see if we can
find a way to give reasonable security for
the honest handling of ballot papers and
conduct of an election and at the same time
remove that feeling. To show that that ean
be done it is hardly necessary for me to
remind hon. members of the elections that are
quite well conduected by the Commonwealth
without numbered ballot papers. Further-
more, I had investigations made and I eannot
be dogmatic beecanse I am speaking from
memory, but either all the other States or
four out of the five have elections without
numbered ballot papers. I am satisfied that,
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on the whole, by the removal of that fear
they have better provisions than Queensiand
has.

The second matter raised by the Leader
of the Opposition and commented on by
other hon. members concerned the Licensing
Commission and covered two or three main
points. The first dealt with open hearings.
The matter has already been discussed a
great deal publiely but I think it is desir-
able to clear it up. It was dealt with fully
in the Twenty-first Annual Report of the
Ticensing Commission, for the year ended
30 June, 1957, It is there pointed out that
early in 1ts history the Commission was
presided over by a member of the Industrial
Court with the status of a Supreme Court
judge. At that time it was ruled that the
hearings generally would not be cpen to the
publie. The grounds for the decision were
that the contents of police reports on appli-
cants, their financial affairs and domestic
relationships, were not matters which should
be made available to the publie, bearing in
mind that every applicant was entitled to be
represented by a solicitor or agent, per-
mitted to give evidence, call witnesses and
take notes of proceedings. However, in the
light of experience it was felt by the Com-
mission, and by me on taking over the
political responsibility of the administration
of the Department of Justice, that it would
be desirable for the hearings generally to be
open to the public. T diseussed it with the
Chairman of the Licensing Commission, Mr.
Byrne, Under-Secretary of the Department of
Justice, and received the fullest co-operation
from him. While the decision has been
one for the Licensing Commission, not for me,
new procedures have been adopted. Recently
virtually all the hearings have been open
to the publie. There are cases where a
public hearing would militate against sub-
missions to the Commission of relevant evi-
dence and consequently would make its
functions less effective.

Mr. Walsh: Many of the reports and
doeuments submitted are mnot mnecessarily
privileged.

Mr. MUNRO: For that reason I was
kesitant to make any recommendation to
Cabinet that we should make an absolutely
fixed and inflexible rule that all hearings
be open to the public. I could see that
some harm could come.

The Leader of the Opposition, referring
to the tied-house system, said, ‘¢The time
is now for a most searching investigation.’’
I wonder why the time is now and why
perhaps it was mnot six or 12 months ago,
when the Australian Labour Party was in
control of the Government. If the time is
now, surely it was also some time during
the 25 years that the hon. member’s party
was in power.

Mr. Jesson: Better late than never.

Mr. MUNRO: That may be so. I do
not agree that there is a great need for
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investigation, or that an investigation would
be likely to give considerable results. As
hon. members know, the control of the liquor
trade is a world-wide problem, and it is
by no means easy to get a completely
satisfactory solution of it. I have given
it a good deal of thought over the past few
years and I have been interested in what
has happened in other States, partieularly
New South Wales, where without doubt the
tied-house system operates to a much greater
extent than in Queensland.

Some years ago—on 23 July, 1951, to be
precise—the New South Wales Government
appointed Mr. Justice Maxwell a Commis-
sioner to inquire into the liquor laws of
that State. Hon. members will remember the
numerous newspaper reports on the Commis-
sion in 1951, 1952 and 1953, and all that
Mr. Justice Maxwell was going to do about
the tied-house system.

Mr. Dufficy: He got a trip overseas, did
he not?

Mr. MUNRQ: That is so. He went over-
seas to get the latest information. After
exhaustive inguiries in Australia and else-
where he submitted his report on 25 March,
1954, almost three years after his appoint-
ment. In his report on the tied-house sys-
tem and the liquor trade in New South
Wales, he summed up as follows:—

“‘In my opinion, the evidence does mnot
warrant any attempt to abolish the tied-
house system. Even if it were so, and I
am satisfied that the public interest does
not require it, I have no doubt that its
abolition would be economically impractie-
able, a view held in other places for more
than 100 years.”’

In the light of that conclusion after such
an exhaustive investigation, T wonder whether
the time for a searching investigation really
is now, or whether the matter is of sueh grave
urgeney and importance as one might have
gathered from what has been said.

In his report, Mr. Justice Maxzwell con-
tinued that, in his opinion—

¢“The public interest is best served by
ensuring not that there is that form of
competition deseribed by one brewery
witness as ‘unbridled and nonsensieal,” but
an active and healthy competition so as
to ensure against possible evils from a
monopoly. One of the valid elaims made
in the United Kingdom was that the
existence of a large number of strong
breweries produced that competition which
required the breweries at least in their own
interests to cater for the needs of the
public; * * * in this way my observation
prompts me to express the view that real
competition will work to the benefit of
the publie.’’ :

Mr. Mann: Do you think that is true?
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Mr. MUNRO: I am just going to deal
with that. I have not had the opportunity
of considering the matter nearly as exhaus-
tively as Mr, Justive Maxwell did but, in
view of his extensive investigations, we must
pay great respect to his conclusions. After
reading his lengthy report some years ago
I decided that, generally, he did his job
very conseientiously and effeetively, and I
pay considerable regard to his econclusions.

As to tied-houses, in my view Queensland’s
legislation and the funetioning of the Licens-
ing Commission are far more satisfactory
than conditions in New South Wales.
Our Liquor Aects require every licensee to
stock and supply all classes of liquor avail-
able and usually called for.

Mr. Dufficy: Is that carried out?

Mr. MUNRO: If I remember rightly the
hon. member was a member of the Govern-
ment Party for seven years before the last
elections, so I ask him if it is carried out.

Mr. Dufficy: It is not.

Mr. MUNRO: Does he think the newly-
appointed Government are responsible for
that or were those who were in office for the
past 25 years responsible for it?

Mr. Hanlon: Your responsibilities are
your own for anything that is done now.

Mr. MUNRO: But if in Queensland over
the past 25 years there has grown up a state
of affairs by which certain laws

Mr. Hanlon: You mean you are not
going to do anything beeause we did not do
it in the last 25 years?

Mr. MUNRO: I am just at the explora-
tory stage, and I am using the word ¢‘if,’’
If a practice has grown up of disregarding
certain laws, who is responsible?

Mr. Power: The Commission.

Mr. MUNRO: Does the hon.
hold the Commission responsible?

member

Mr. Power: Yes.

Mr. MUNRO: But he was the Minister
in charge of the department.

Mr. Power: The Commission was not
subject to any ministerial direetion.

Mr. MUNRO: The hon. member says
that if there has been anything wrong with
the administration of the liquor laws of
Queensland it has not been his responsibility
but that of the Licensing Commission.

Mr. Power: That is so.

Mr. MUNRO: I do not agree. I con-
tinue to use the word ‘‘if?’ because I am
not in a position to say whether the
particular requirements referred to are
carried out or not.
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My, Power: The Commission could act
only if somebody made a complaint.

Mr. MUNRO: I am afraid the hon. mem-
ber has changed his ground. First he said
it was not the responsibility of the Labour
Government but of the Commission and now
he defends the Commission. His second
ground might be better than his first, but he
cannot have it both ways.

Mr. Power: The Commission cannot be
direeted, but its decisions ean be vetoed and
the Government have not long had the power
to veto them.

Mr. MUNRO: On the whole I take it that
the Licensing Commission is doing a good
job.

Mr. Power: If a matter was brought to
the notice of the Minister he would refer
it to the Commission for aection. There was
no written complaint made to me by any
hon. member at any time about anyone not
being able to get various brands of liquor.

Mr. MUNRO: The hon. member can
make an explanation later if he wishes.

I was going on to say that the only
exemption to the requirements I mentioned
is that a brewery-owned hotel licensee is not
required to sell beer of an opposition brewery.
That is reasonable enough. I wunderstand
that that exception does not extend to wines
or spirits. The main point I wish to make is
that conditions in New South Wales are
much worse than they are in Queens-
land. Even though New South Wales went
to all that expense of so much investigation
over a period of years it achieved but little
result.

Mr. Duffieys In what way is it worse in
New South Wales?

Mr. MUNRO: Mainly in the number of
tied houses.

Mr., Duificy: Are they tied to the same
extent as they are here? There are degrees
you know.

Mr. MUNRO: As to the tied houses
system I would say generally the position
in Queensland is very much better than it is
in New South Wales.

Mr, Dufficy: You really believe that?
Mr. MUNRO: Yes.

member?
Mr. Dufficy: No.

Mr. MUNRO: The hon. member must
know muech more about the law breaking
that took place in Queensland under the Aus-
tralian Labour Party Government than I
do. I am dealing with the matter on
the basis of available reports. I am basing
my opinion on my knowledge of the enforee-
ment of liquor laws generally under the tied-
house system. I express the view that the
position in Queensland is much better than

Does not the hon.
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the position in New South Wales under the
tied-house system despite the faet that New
South Wales had an expensive inquiry. I
do mnot want to take time on it but the
enforcement of liquor laws generally is just
one more legacy of trouble left us by the
previous Government.

There is another problem which has caused
the Minister for Labour and Industry and
myself much econeern. In some way Wwe have
to narrow the gap between the requirements
of the law and the carrying out of the law
in Queensland because the present position is
not satisfactory. The gap is not something
for which this Government are responsible but
something that has widened under the pre-
vious Government.

Mr. Hilton: In other words you are
saying that the Commission has not ecarried
out its functions?

Mr. MUNRO: No.

Mr. Hilton: That is what your remarks
amount to.

Mr. MUNRO: No. I am afraid the
thinking of the hon. member is not quite
clear.

Mr. Hilton: It is the construction to be
placed on your remarks.

Mr. MUNRO: No. The enforcement of
the liquor laws generally is a matter for the
police, not the Licensing Commission. The
Licensing Commission does not run the Police
Force of the State as I thought the
ex-Minister would have known. The enforee-
ment of the law gemerally is not the respon-
sibility of the Licensing Commission.

Mr. Hilton:
aspect  that
Department?

You are referring to the
comes under the Police

Mr. MUNRO: In my remarks I was
referring to the general enforcement of the
law.

A rather interesting point was raised by
the Leader of the Opposition and the hon.
member for Windsor about legal aid to
people in necessitous eircumstances. As
the former Attorney-General knows, through
the serviees of the Justice Department some-
thing is already being done along those lines. -
From time to time applications are made for
poor prisoners’ defence. In certain types of
cases free legal advice is given through the
Public Curator.

Mr. Wood: Criminal or civil?

Mr. MUNRO: Free legal advice covers
either criminal or civil eases. It is not very
extensive. Speaking in a personal way I
would like to express myself as being sympa-
thetic to the views put forward by the Leader
of the Opposition and the hon. member for
Windsor. But there are difficulties whieh are
mainly financial. Again I say at this stage
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that we are carrying on with the limited
financial resources that were taken over from
the previous Government.

Mr. Power: And insufficient legal men
to do your work., You have to send briefs
outside.

Mr. MUNRO: It ultimately gets down
to the question of money. We are not
limited by the number of men on our staff;
many solicitors and barristers are available;
the real limiting factor is money. With the
limited finanee available to us the fund is
meagre, but as the Government remain in
office and as a result of better government
the finance of the State will improve and
we will be able to do something more.

Mr. Mann: We are pleased to have your
assurance on that.

Mr. MUNRO: I am sure that the people
of Queensland will not only be glad to have
that assurance but also to enjoy the benefits
of it, XKeeping this away from the party
political viewpoint, I say that I am particu-
larly sympathetic to the approach of the
Leader of the Opposition to this question, I
have given the matter a good deal of thought.
The difficulty is that unless you place a
definite limitation on it, it is likely to encour-
age litigation and the cost of it may become
extremely high and beyond the finaneial
resources available. The suggestion made by
the Leader of the Opposition that we should
make a commencement, when we get to the
stage of being able to do something, with the
most deserving types of cases was a good
one. If T remember rightly the hon. gentle-
man mentioned deserted wives and the
children of broken marriages who may be
left without support. I know from my own
experience over a long term of years and
from the many cases which have been sub-
mitted to me in the last two months, and
whieh have caused me no end of worry try-
ing to find a satisfactory solution, that those
are the types of cases where the greatest
injustice and hardship is suffered. I cer-
tainly propose to examine those cases to
sce if we ean do something about them.

The hon. member for Windsor raised
another interesting subjeet, the outmoded
method of reeording proceedings in Magis-
trates’ Courts. The typing of the depositions
as the evidence is given results in a consider-
able waste of time and, as the hon. member
pointed out, there may be disabilities in other
directions. I agree with the substance of his
submissions, and have already taken some
action to overcome the problem. Arrange-
ments have been made to commence shorthand
reporting in a section of the lower courts.
Because of financial limitations, for a start it
will be in a small way. I hope ultimately we
will be able to put that system into operation
in the Magistrates’ Courts in the capital city,
and later again we may be able to do some-
thing in larger outside cities. With the great
number of Magistrates’ Courts throughout
the State, some in very remote localities, it
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obviously would be beyond our finaneial
capacity at the moment to apply it fully. It
would be wasteful expenditure at the moment.

Mr. Jesson: Do you think it would be
a good idea to have shorthand reporters in
various police districts such as Woolloon-
gabba and so on¢

Mr. MUNRO: It might be possible. We
have arranged a start; further extension of
the system will have to be considered. My
view omn reporting, and this could apply not
only to Magistrates’ Courts but to higher
courts and even Parliament, is that develop-
ment ultimately will be along the lines of wire
recorders rather than shorthand writing or
longhand writing.

Mr, Lloyd: That has been tried in many
courts in the world., The transeript is not
accepted, particularly in the higher courts,
when a man’s life may depend on the evi-
denee.

Mr. MUNRQ: I realise that there are
difficulties, but this is a changing world.
There are continuous scientific advances and
new methods to overecome problems which
seemed at one time to be incapable of solution.
That is the general trend.

Mr., Power: A tape recorder was tried
in the Railway Appeal Court. It was tested
by the magistrate. His report was that it
was quite unsatisfactory.

Mr. MUNRO: That may be so, but I
point out that these mechanieal devices are
being improved from year to year and the
mesthods of using them are being improved.
I do not suggest that T contemplate any
alteration on those lines at presemt, but it is
something worthy of investigation. It is
possible that in that way we will be able to
provide a more satisfactory method of report-
ing in remote centres.

The hon. member for Windsor referred to
conditions in the Magistrates’ Court and
Supreme Court. Structurally, of course, both
buildings are outmoded. The buildings have
been up for 60 or 70 years, but I am sympa-
thetic with the view expressed by the hon.
member that something should be done in the
interests of litigants and members of the legal
profession. Again I refer to the available
finances left to us. We can only take over
what was left and there is nothing available
for this particular work.

Finally, T come to what the hon, member
for Burdekin referred to as the activities of a
company which I understand is registered in
Canberra and which, according to his report,
is earrying on its activities in a way that
appears to be illegal. In the ci?cumstances
ag outlined by the hon. member it is not some-
thing that comes within the ambit of my
department. I shall look into the matter apd
if the facts are as stated and there is :]Hst.lﬁ'
cation, T will bring the matter to the notice
of the Commonwealth authorities to see if they
ean do something about it.
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Mr. CONNOLLY (Kurilpa) (7.42 p.m.):
The question of legal aid has been raised by
a number of hon. members, As the Minister
very justly observed, the prineipal problem is
finance. England has had a system in opera-
ftion for some years and it seems 1o be work-
ing reasonably well. Broadly stated, there is
first of all a means test and the extent or
proportion of legal aid that one gets depends
upon one’s eircumstances. If a person is com-
pletely without reasonable resources no doubt
he would get a complete legal aid certificate.
On the other hand, a person may get a two-
thirds certificate, or a one-third certificate.

Mr. Jesson: A sort of coupon.

Mr. CONNOLLY: Something like that,
excepting that the coupon is not available for
any commodity. One has to make out a case
for a coupon every time. The allocation of
certifieates is done by a committee composed
of members of both branches of the legal pro-
fession. One of the things concerning the
Minister is that if you had unrestricted legal
aid it might result in an undue amount of
litigation. The only thing I can say is that
before a certificate is granted the person must
be in need of financial assistance and have a
reasonable case. That does not mean a water-
tight case, because there is no such thing.

Mr. Jesson: That is what the hon. mem-
ber for Kedron said—people cannot afford to

pay.
Mr. CONNOQLLY: That is right.

The other point I should mention is that a
reasonable case must be made out, not a
prima facie case but a case worthy of being
conducted in a court—not a scatterbrain or
hair-brained case, but one worthy of spending
publiec money on. The system that operates
in England has been working for at least 10
years and seems to be working reasonably
well. In view of the reception of the sug-
gestions made both in this Committee and in
the House during the Address-in-Reply debate
by the Leader of the Opposition or some
other member, it may be that the Minister will
give consideration to aseertaining the facts
on the subject.

Information on the English system is
readily accessible. It is so widespread now
that textbooks on the subject are available.
I understand that to a limited extent there
is a system of legal aid in New South
Wales. However, there the people have to
pay their own costs of the first hearing.
But their troubles are mnot over them. If
they are fighting a wealthy corporation or
a trade union with unlimited funds, there
is a big probability that if they win they
will have to face an appeal. A litigant in
impecunious circumstances, having taken a
risk in the original action, is helped in
meeting the costs of an appeal.

I suppose we could all work out possible
variations in a scheme of legal aid. If the
Minister has time during the term of this
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Parliament, he may be able to get his
department to investigate the various
gystems.

I am sure hon., members will be pleased
to hear that from what I know my profes-
sions have been watching the system care-
fully, because their own good mname is
involved. I should not like any hon. mem-
ber to suggest even facetiously that a bar-
rister would certify wrongly that an intend-
ing litigant had a reasonable case merely
to provide more ‘‘fat fees for lawyers.’’ That
is not the way the system works. Our pro-
fessions have been jealous of their good
name. The first thing to find out is whether
we can do anything about it, and the
Minister can ascertain how systems in other
parts of the British Commonwealth are
working.

I have been enjoined by hon. members
opposite to be careful on the subject of tied
houses. I have been extremely interested in
this matter for some time. I recently
returned from Bundaberg, where I learned
of a method of tying houses that I did not
know before. A great deal of the tying of
houses is done not by the breweries them-
selves, but by their agents. It might be said
that a brewery neither owns the freehold of
a hotel nor has a lease or a mortgage over
it, but through its agents it still has the
house tied to its commodities. No-one can
answer criticisms of the tying of houses by
quoting statistics about what the breweries
own directly or the extent of the instru-
ments under which they exercise direct con-
trol over the outlets for their commodities.
It is mnecessary to delve much deeper than
that. I repeat that the faets have not been
put before us in any paper that has been
tabled in the House. I am referring now
to the real facts on the control, both direct
and indirect, that is exercised by the whole-
saler over the retailer,

The hon. member for Baroona spoke of the
insufficiency of legal staff in"the department. I
am anxious to be helpful to the general admin-
istration of the law in the State. It may be
that we are trying to do too much in Queens-
land through the professional legal officers
employed by the State. It is not the prae-
tice everywhere in the common law world,
to have all prosecutions, for example, done
by professional Crown TLaw officers. In
England it is quite the reverse—briefs are
delivered to outside counsel to prosecute. It
may well be that it would be easier in many
cases and cheaper to deliver a brief to some
counsel, who is going on the eircuit anyway,
to conduet a prosecution for the State
instead of spending time and money on
sending a Crown Law officer. The time is
the more important consideration of the two.
The Government are very miserable about
the travelling faeilities for prosecuting
officers. We send them by train, which
wastes their time and also wastes the time
of the people, I am not complaining
about that because some of the proseecuting
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officers are friends of mine. But it is waste-
ful to have highly-paid officers travelling
backwards and forwards on circuit by train.
Take the case of a eriminal prosecufion out
at Hughenden. It may be a one-day case,
a manslaughter charge. Perhaps a man is
alleged to have driven his car at too high
a speed or to have been under the influeuce
of liquor and knocked someone down. A
Crown prosecutor may go out from Towns-
ville or even from Brisbane and it may well
be that members of the legal profession are
already going out for the civil side of the
circuit. Why not deliver a brief reasonably
marked for them to handle? Believe me,
hon. members need not think that some of
the fees they have been hearing about in
answers to questions asked in the Chamber
represents the general run of fees paid to
members of the Bar; they are not. If the
brief, reasonably marked, were given to an
outside barrister, it would save mnot only
expense but, more important, time within
the Justice Department. The practice of
briefing counsel outside the department has
not been widespread, even under the previous
administration.

An Honourable Member: Necessarily so.

Mr. CONNOLLY: Quite so.
being ecritieal.

I was not

Mr. Jessons It should have been shared
round a bit more.

Mr. CONNOLLY: Tt might have been.
I do not want to be drawn into that too
far, The English practice with farming out
small work is to eirculate it all round the
members of the Bar, especially among those
who are just starting out but who are com-
petent to do the work. It is not desirable
to have the impression spread among mem-
bers of the community that some who are
regarded with favour by the Government are
given the briefs.

Mr. Jesson: More right than wrong.

Mr. Munroe: That has been changed since
12 August, 1957,

Mr. CONNOLLY: That is a further
example of the speed with which the present
Ministry has stepped in to right those little
administrative vices that have crept in over
the years.

The Minister raised the subject of the use
of wire recorders or similar mechanieal
instruments for the recording of evidence
and I note that experiments have been con-
dueted and that they have not all been
suceessful. Some have been conducted even
in the High Court. With all respeet to the
observations of the hon. member for Baroona
—and here again I am not in any sense
being eritical of anything he said—T suggest
that they be tried out on the proceedings
of some tribunal a little more competent to
test them out than the Railway Appeal
Board. I leave it at that. It is an interest-
ing experiment as long as there is not too
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much cross-fire at the Bar table and from
the Bench. It is possible to do it and it
would be worth a try.

Mr. Lloyd: Would you be competent
to say whether it would be possible to do
it or mnot?

Mr. CONNOLLY: It is worth testing
much more than it has been in Queensland.

Mr. Lloyd: Legal argument is used in
the High Court.

Mr. CONNOLLY: The high Court is a
very good instance. Counsel is addressing
himself to five judges. The problem is to
know who is having his two shillings’ worth
at the particular moment when you take a
transeript from a tape-reecorder. Tt would
be like making a tape-recording of proceed-
ings in the Chamber. You would know the
voice of the hon. member who was making
the speeech but it would be very difficult to
pick up every interjector. One judge may
speak in a quiet voice and the person making
the transeript from the recorder might not
be quite sure who it is.

Mr. Lloyd: You know that you cannot
afford to have a mistake made in the Supreme
Court hearing of a very serious case.

Mr. CONNOLLY: I would agree with the
hon. member. The difficulty is not with the
Supreme Court. The shorthand system in the
Supreme Court is very good. Obviously mis-
takes are made even by shorthand-writers,
but broadly speaking the shorthand report-
ing system in the Supreme Couwrt is excel-
lent. I have never heard any general eriti-
cism of the shorthand reporting system.
The system of taking it down on a type-
writer in the lower court is very good, but
there are limitations to it. The men doing
it are extraordinarily good at their job, but
this muech is certain: you cannot get any-
thing like an accurate record of exactly what
is said either by the person asking the ques-
tions or by the person answering them, which
can have a tremendous bearing on the out-
come of a case.

Let me give the Committee one instance of
where a tape-recording would be of the utmost
value in the Court of Criminal Appeal. I
am talking very generally, but offering this
as something which has quite often occurred
to me and other members of the profession.
When a judge is summing up to the jury
there is no interruption. There could be no
doubt about hearing what he was saying
because he could speak directly into the
microphone on the bench. The tone of his
remarks can be very important. There are
certain hallowed phrases used by judges in
summing up on questions of fact. The judge
says to the jury, and so it appears in the
transeript, ¢ Well, gentlemen, the prisoner
said, ‘X.Y.Z.” That may be true. That is
a matter for yow.’’ That is one way of
reading it. But the judge may say, ‘‘Gentle-
men, the prisoner says, ‘X.Y.Z.” You may
believe that. That is a matter for you.”’
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It depends entirely on the tone of voice used.
When the matter comes before the Court of
Criminal Appeal counsel might say to the
court, ‘‘The learned judge got carried away
and did not really give the prisoner a very
fair summing up.’” The judges blandly say,
““Well, Mr. So-and-so, it says here ’?
and he reads the transeript in the first sense
that T indicated to the Committee. How can
counsel complain about that? Counsel says
that it all depends upon the tone in which
it has been said, but the judges say, ‘‘How
are we to know the tone in which it was
said? We can only look at the transeript.’’
There are advantages and disadvantages in
the use of tape-recorders. A summing up is
one oceasion when I think it might be
advantageous to use a tape-recorder to
record the actual tonme in which things are
said.

Wr. Lloyd: It would still need to be
used in conjunction with a shorthand writer.

Mr. CONNOLLY: Yes. There is the
diffieulty that if you want to taurn up the
record in a hurry while addressing the Court
of Criminal Appeal you cannot turn a tape-
recorder backwards and forwards all the
time. You must Thave 2 trans.enpt.
If you have it reeorded and there is mo
appeal within the time limit you can wipe
the tape clean and forget all about it. If
an appeal is lodged the tape recording could
be transeribed. I completely endorse what the
hon. member for Kedron has said. It is a fact
that tape recordings of proceedings' have not
been partieularly suceessful. So far it has had
to be used in conjunetion with the shorthand
system. I feel confident that the time must
comie when we will have such efficient ty.pes
of recording systems that it will be possible
in many cases to use them in substitution for
the transcription of the shorthand record, and
at least in those ecases where there is mno
appeal.

My last observation is on the ques-
tion of the mo true bill. In case some hon.
members are not familiar regarding the matter
of eriminal prosecutions, indictable offences
first come before a magistrate. There is an
exception in the case of ex officio indiet-
ments, but in 99 per cent. of the eases they
first come before the magistrate, who
hears the evidence and determines whether
there ig a prima facie case, which means
whether there is evidenee which, if the jury
believed it, would be sufficient to warrant a
convietion. As I understand it, the Attorney-
General has under the Criminal Code the
funetion of determining further whether a
true bill should or should not be filed. This
is my understanding of the law, and it does
not aecord entirely with the views of the
Crown Law Office. The Attorney-General is
entitled to file a mno true bill even though
there may be a prima facie case. Although
there may be a shred of evidenece which the
magistrate feels is sufficient to prevent his
throwing the ease out, the Minister may say,
*Tt is obvious that no jury would eonviet
on that evidence.’’
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Mr. Mann: The Minister
advised by his legal men.

Mr. CONNOLLY: As I understand the
position—and if I am wrong the Minister
vill correct me and say, ‘‘Connolly is wrong
again’’—the advice of the Crown ILaw
officers is that if there is a prima facie case
it is unwise to enter a no true Bill.

Myr. Coburn: Isn’t it?

Mr. CONNOLLY: I do not think so. A
person familiar with the workings of the
court may be quite sure that the jury would
not conviet. This happens every week: after
the prosecutor has explained the case the
judge says, ‘‘Do you reaily think the jury
would possibly conviet on this evidenec?’’
and the prosecutor replies, ‘‘If that is Your
Honour’s view I shall enter a nolle prosequi.’’
They wait for the judge’s intimation.

Mr, Mann: Having studied the brief
they advise the Attorney-General whether he
should go omn.

Mr. CONNOLLY: That is the way it
should happen, and no doubt it does. I think
the number of eases in which the judge
quietly tells the Crown Prosecutor that he
should enter a mnolle prosequi is so high as
to indicate that the responsibility for enter-
ing a no true bill is not taken in a sufficient
number of cases. I kmow it is easier to let
the ease go to trial, but that cest: the State
and the prisoner a lot of money. It is easy
to say that we are mot concerned about the
prisoner, but if he is held on a prima facie
case even though there is on chance of con-
vietion, he does not get his costs. Aecused
persons do not get costs against the Crown.
They put it down to experience. My sug-
gestion is not radieal or novel, but I think
the question whether or not to file a no
true bill should perhaps be examined a little
more liberally. The advice tendered to the
Minister should be based more on whether
a reasonable jury is lkely to conviet than
on whether there is a shred of evidence.

My, Jesson: Do you think it would be
wise to make the Crown pay costs in cases
of that description?

Mr. CONNOLLY: The Crown has never
paid costs in those cases, and frankly I
have not given sufficient consideration to it
to make any recommendation to the Com-
mittee. I do mnot think ecosts should be
awarded against the Crown. T think the
criminal law has stood the test of time and
provided it is wisely administered, and T am
confident it will be wisely administered, I
do not recommend any alteration.

Mr. POWER (Baroona) (8.8 pm.):
From the way in which hon. members have
spoken on the Vote, apparently they have not
much eriticism to offer of the previous
administration.

The hon. member for Kurilpa mentioned
the filing of a no true bill. I shall explain
the procedure during the five years I held
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this portfolio. After committal proceedings
the Crown Prosecutor would go through the
facts and determine whether a no true bill
should be filed. He would then submit his
recommendation to the Solicitor-General who
would endorse the file to that effect if he
agreed. The file would then be handed to
the Attorney-General. I did not at any time
aceept the recommendation without first sub-
mitting it to Cabinet and getting Cabinet
approval. In all cases Cabinet accepied the
recommendation of the Crown Prosecutor
supported by the endorsement of the
Solicitor-General. I took the precaution of
submitting the Crown Prosecutor’s recom-
mendation to Cabinet as a protection for
myself,

By way of illustration I mention the case
of a person charged with carnal knowledge
of a girl under the age of 17 years. In the
period between ecommittal for trial and the
date of actual hearing the couple may marry.
The law is that a wife cannot be compelled
to give evidence against her husband. There
may be no doubt as to the offence, but in
many eases of that type that were referred to
me when I was Attorney-General, the Crown
Prosecutor recommended that no aection be
taken, and no action was taken. It would be
unwise to proceed in those cases as no good
purpose would be served.

The Minister would be wise to eontinue
my practice of accepting the recommendation
of the Crown Prosecutor endorsed by the
Solicitor-General only after he had submitted
each case to Cabinet and obtained Cabinet’s
approval.

The hon. member for Kurilpa also referred
to prosecutions in country areas. During my
period of office T found there were insufficient
Crown Prosecutors and more had to be
appointed. It would be difficult to hand out
eriminal prosecutions to outside legal men.

Mr. P. R. Smiths The Crown Prosecutor
only works on the depositions.

Mr. POWER: That is so, but there
would be some difficulties.

I have nothing but praise and commenda-
tion for the great majority of the Law
Society and Bar Association. Those are
excellent organisations, but there are certain
people in the profession to whom I would
not be prepared to give any case. The hon.
member would know some of them without
my mentioning their names.

Mr. P. R. Smith: You told me some time
ago I was one.

Mr. POWER: I cast no reflection on
the hon. member or any other legal gentle-
man in the house. Prior to the hon. member
for Mt. Gravatt coming into this Chamber
the Solicitor-General recommended that Mr.
Hart be given briefs. It is to be remembered
that T had nothing to do with the handing
out of briefs, it being a matter for the Crown
Law office. I do know that that office
endeavoured to distribute them as evenly as
possible to the most competent men.
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The Public Curator provides free legal aid
in certain eases. I have given directions
that advice be given on various matters.

Mr. P. R. Smith: It is a terrible thing,
after having given representation to a
prisoner in the Criminal Court free legal aid
is not given in the Appeal Court if it is
recommended.

Mr. POWER: I do not know of any case
where the poor prisoner’s defence has been
provided, and where it was refused in the
Appeal Court except in connection with an
appeal on sentence. Such an instance is
the only one I know where aid was refused
and it was only refused on advice tendered.
I suggest to the Minister for Justice that
he be guided by his legal officers who have
knowledge of these matters.

Mr. P. R. Smith: You cannot point to
one appeal taken by the Public Defender as
a result of an appearance he made in the
Criminal Court in the first instance.

Mr. POWER: I cannot recollect any
case where an appeal was lodged against a
conviction and legal aid was refused after it
was recommended by the Crown Law Office
that there were grounds for appeal.

Mr. P. R. Smith: They would not draw
up the notice of appeal for the man con-
victed. They let him draw up his own notice
after having appeared for him in the
Criminal Court.

Mr. POWER: The matter was
brought under my mnotiee.

Mr. P. R. Smith: I brought it up myself.

not

Mr. POWER: Not under my notice.

Mr. P. R. Smith: It was brought to the
notice of the Public Curator.

Mr. POWER: It was not brought under
my notice. If what the hon. member has
said is true, and I have no reason to dis-
believe it, the action was highly improper. I
recall an instance where it was decided that
a man in the country should receive public
defence but on the morning of the ease there
was nobody there to appear for the man and
he finished up by getting 12 months We
do not send men away from Brisbane. In
country areas, if there is a legal man pre-
pared to take a ecase we ask him to defend
the prisoner. That is only common sense.

Mr. Jesson: Was the
Toowoomba given free legal aid?

person in

Mr. POWER: The hon. member for
Hinehinbrook has no chance of dragging me
off the track. I know the case that ln
refers to. Mr. Seaman prosecuted and he
must have been engaged by the Crown Law
Office. PFrequently the police are not pre-
pared to eonduct a prosecution and request the
Crown to make a legal man availahle.
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Reference has been made to the use of
tape recorders in courts. They have already
been tried because of the shortage of deposi-
tions clerks in the Railway Appeal
Court, When I was Attorney-General
I asked for a veport on them, and I was
told that they were very unsatisfactory. Of
course, if the difficulties associated with the
use of tape recorders can be overcome, I
ean see nothing wrong with them. Anything
that will shorten the length of hearing of
court cases should be supported. If the
Minister can get enough shorthand writers
to man the lower courts, he should get them.
As I say, he should give serious considera-
tion to anything that will shorten the length
of hearing.

I point out that the Attorney-General
files a no true bill only after receiving a
recommendation to that effect. One thing
that it was my intention to remove from the
law was the right of the Attorney-General
to grant bail even after a judge had deeided
that it should not be granted. That is a
dangerous power to give anyone other than
a court,

The hon. member for Burdekin referred to
medical benefits funds. That matter received
a good deal of attention during my period
as Attorney-General. When the hon. member
for Yeronga was in Opposition he handed
me papers dealing with a certain medieal
benefits firm, and the Government of the
day closed it down because its client§ were
getting no benefit from it. A writ was
taken out against a man named Brunskill
and an endeavour was made to arrive at a
settlement. The terms of settlement, how-
ever, were not acceptable to the Crown Law
office. I would not interfere with the recom-
mendation that was made to me and we
endeavoured to have a date of hearing set
down. The firm was closed down because it
was not registered in Queensland However,
it is mow registered in Canberra and can
operate in any State. It has collected a good
deal of money from its clients, but they have
no chance of getting any benefit from it.
Two men employed by the firm were
charged and tried in Cairns after much
investigation by the Criminal Investigation
Branczh. A Mrs., Claffey, who was connected
with the firm, told the court that the men
had authority to use the money they collected
to meet their expenses, and the case collapsed.
The firm is still operating in Queensland.
At my request the previous Premier wrote
to the Commonwealth Government asking that
action be taken by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to deal with these people. However, all
that the Commonwealth Government ean do is
to refuse registration. Onece that is done, the
firm can be prosecuted for operating in
Queensland. In faect, the people assoeiated with
these firms are unconvicted criminals; they are
eolleeting money from subscribers under false
pretences.  Their aets are similar to those
of a builder who accepts deposits on homes
and has no intention of building them. It
should be made a criminal offence for these
people to collect money from unsuspecting
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subscribers, who can never get any benefit.
The Commonwealth Government have some
responsibility in the matter.

The electoral rolls and the numbering of
ballot papers were discussed. The removal
of the numbers from ballot papers would
open the way for all sorts of malpractices.
If ballot papers had not been numbered the
Elections Tribunal could never have checked
the fraud that took place in Bulimba. The
number on the ballot paper can be opened
only on the order of a judge. In that
case when the numbers were opened and
the name of the voters discovered they
gave evidence that they had not voted
the way the ballot paper indicated. If the
numbers are removed there will be no chance
in the world of checking on fraud.

It has been suggested that the seereey of
the ballot has been destroyed because the
papers are numbered. I have had a great
deal of experience in this matter. The
serutineer has no way of knowing how a
person votes. His only eoncern is to see that
the voter’s name is on the roll and he is
given a ballot paper and to see when the
count is going on that the votes are allocated
correctly. It is foolish to suggest that the
ballot is not secret.

The Licensing Commission has been dis-
cussed. 1 do not condemn the Commission;
I do not think it has done anything deserving
of condemnation. It is true that some hotels
are owned by breweries and some by mer-
chants. The percentages have been given by
the Chairman in his Report. It is unfair
to suggest that the Report does not disclose
the true position. I do not hold any brief
for the Chairman of the Commission or any-
one else for that matter. It is the Commis-
sion’s responsibility; the Crown appointed
it for the purpose. But I am sure the
Chairman of the Licensing Commission would
not in any way mislead the Committee or
present a report that did not disclose the true
position. I hope the Minister will confer
with him and clear the matter up. I know
he would not make an untrue statement. If
is unfair to cast a refleetion on a man who
holds such an important post as well as being
Under Secretary of the Department of
Justice.

Mr. Munro: I do not think the hon.
member intended to cast that reflection at
all. His point merely was that there might
be some other facts which, under the law,
are not required to be brought forward.

Mr. POWER: The hon. member was
more modest tonight than he has been for
some time in the Chamber. Previously he has
come in trailing his coat and I have taken
him to task. I hope the Minister will give
hon. members an assurance that he does not
believe that the Chairman of the Commission
would mislead the Committee. The Minister
has a sense of fairness and he would not
think that of him.
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Mr, Munro: I will give you that assur-
ance now, but as I say, I feel sure that the
hon. mem

Mr. POWER: On the assurance given
by the Minister I do not propose to discuss the
matter any further. Al I wanted was his
assurance that the chairman of the Licensing
Commission would mnot supply information
which was likely to mislead the Chamber.

Mr. Munro: Let us clear up the point.
The point made by the hon. member for
Kurilpa was that there might be other facts
not known to the Licensing Commission.

Mr. Mann: He said he was advised to
that effect. He was mnot attacking the
chairman.

Mr. POWER: I may be wrong. I hope
I am. If I am, I am quite willing to accept
the statement. I will not stand idly by if any
public servant whom I helieve has done a
good job is unjustifiably attacked. I am not
saying that the Licensing Commission has
been infallible. We have all made mistakes
in our time. The man who never made a
mistake never made anything. The impor-
tant thing is that having made a mistake
be big enough to admit it and try to
correct it. I said that if certain things
were happening it was the responsibility of
the Commission. The Commission was a
judicial body not subject to any direetion
by the Minister. During the last few yesrs
the Governor-in-Council had power to veto
its decisions. Prior to that it was a law
unto itself. I do not know of any bhig mis-
takes that have been made. I know that many
requests were made from time to time when
the Commission ordered the carrying out of
certain work. I am mnot blaming any hon.
member for making representations that cer-
tain consideration be given to an extension
of time to carry out the directions of
the Commission. I realise that in the
early stages the Commission gave direc-
tions for the ecarrying out of work in
a certain hotel, but had the work been
done it would have been an economic loss to
the people econcerned. At the time liquor was
being sold on the quota system. Had this
hotel received and sold the full quota of beer
sent into the town there would still have been
insufficient return to meet interest and
redemption repayments. Representations were
made to me and I forwarded them on to the
Commission. Every hon. member has the
right to make representations. The Commis-
sion’s action on that occasion in granting an
extension of time was justified. I remember
that when I arrived at a hotel in Bell—I had
never seen such an awful place—I wanted to
know why there was no water in the bed-
rooms. I found out that water was not laid
on in the town. It is all very well to say
that hotels must do this, that and the other.
I do not hold a brief for any hotel proprietor,
nor do I hold a special brief for the Licensing
Commission, but I cannot allow unjustified
statements to be made that will cast a reflec-
tion on any member of the Commission or the
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department. So far the debate has revealed
very few grounds for eriticism of the depart-
ment. Indeed, I think the officers have done
a very good job,

Mr. Mann: You misunderstood the hon.
member for Kurilpa.

Mr. POWER: I hope I did. I should
hate to think that a reflection was being cast.
However, having the Minister’s assurance
that he is satisfied that the Licensing Com-
mission did not submit an incorrect report I
am happy to leave the matter at that.

Mr. DUFFICY (Warrego) (8.28 p.m.):
There is not very much I wish to say, but a
question was directed to me by the Minister
as to what I thought of tied houses and one
or two other matters. It is true that I have
taken some interest in breweries and the
part they played in the liquor trade in
Queensland in recent years. It is true that
at the last Labour-in-Politics Convention at
Mackay a resolution moved by myself that
a eomplete investigation into the liquor
trade in Queensland be carried out was car-
ried. Subsequently a committee from mem-
bers of the Australian Labour Party was
selected to carry out the investigation, and
at a later date I was selected as chairman
and my ecolleague the hon. member for
Kedron was selected as secretary. The
uncertainties of political life made it impos-
sible for that committee to ecarry out its
investigation. I suggest that the responmsi-
bility now devolves on the Government in
office to carry out the investigation. T do
not think it is any answer to say, ‘‘Why
didn’t you do it during the years you were
in office?’’ There are many things that we
did. Of course we have not reached Utopia
vet; many things still remain to be done in
this State, in Australia and throughout the
world. I sineerely hope that the Minister
and the Government are not going to rest onm
the work and the laurels earned by th.eir
predecessors in office and decide to do nothing
at all, and to answer any eriticism by mem-
bers on this side simply by saying, ¢‘Why
didn’t you do it?’’ That is a very weak
answer, to say the least of it. The Minister
and hon. members opposite must know that
had we remained in office a complete investi-
gation of the whole of the ramifications of
the liquor trade in Queensland would have
been carried out. T have in my hand what
T think is the same brief as the Minister had
when he addressed the Committee. There are
very lengthy extracts in this brief from the
Maxwell report and it contains many sugges-
tions on what should and should not be done
in the interests of the liquor trade. I think
the brief the Minister has is substantially
the same as mine, but I do not think mem-
bers of the Committee generally would have
been quite as innocent as the Minister was
in accepting the brief as gospel. As a mat-
ter of fact I would not, anyhow. I am not
saying that the following words are in the
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Minister’s brief, but they are in the one
presented to us by the Licensing
Commigsion—
‘‘It has often been stated that breweries
take both the wholesale and retail profits
from their freehold hotels. This is not so0.”’

If they own the freehold of the hotel they
are obviously getting the revenue from that
hotel. Take the case of the Australian
Hotel, where they have a manager. Would
it be true to suggest that the brewery that
owns the hotel is not obtaining the henefit
both from the retail and wholesale of their
product? That is told to us in all serious-
ness. That was in the brief we received from
the Licensing Commission. My brief con-
tains many other outstanding statements, I
have no doubt they are also in the brief of
the Minister. I do not know whether he
believes thrm, but I certainly do not.

In the liquor trade every retailer, whether
it be a bowling slub, hotel or licensee must
have a licence. Wine and spirit merchants
must have z licence to sell that commodity,
but the sources of the liquor supply, the
breweries, require ne licence. What measnre
of eontrol have we of the six breweries
in this State? To sav the least it 1is
extremely limited. The control that ean he
exercised over retailers or licensed vietual-
lers is considerable. The most remote, obscure
bowling eclub in the Far North must have
a licence before it can serve liquor to mem-
bers of the elub. Every person cugaged in
the distributien of liquor must be licensed,
and to that extent thev are subject to some
jurisdiction and some law. It would appear
that the six breweries are a law unto them-
selves. I do not care whether the licence
fee for hreweries was fixed at £5 or £5,000
a year. The real point is that with a licence
some control could be exercised.

Myr. Knox: Why were they not licensed?

Mr. DUFFICY: I am asking the Minister
to consider licensing them. I am not dealing
with why they are not licensed. My sugges-
tion is that they should be licensed.

I have raised the subject at party meet-
ings and at the Labour-in-Politics Conven-
tion. I think the previous speaker referred
to it as a pious resolution. There was
nothing pious about my attitude when I

moved it and nothing pious in the
passing of it. A committee was set
up to inquire into the liquor trade.

The reason why the job was mnot done is
known to all hon. members.

We know the number of hotels owned in
this State by breweries but we do not know
the number of hotels over which the
breweries exercise indirect control through
merchants and brewery agents. I have no
knowledge of that information if it has been
disclosed. If it was I am sure it would
reveal that breweries control much more than
15 or 16 per cent. of hotels as indicated in
the report of the Licensing Commission.
In my opinion the breweries have now and
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for some years had a stranglehold on the
iquor industry in Queensland. We endeavour
to compel the licensed victualler to supply
decent and reasonable accommodation. It
is only right that he should but unfortun-
ately because of the stranglehold by the
brewerics in many ecases, it is beyond his
financial means. We speak about building
up our tourist trade. We know that that
iz really impossible whilst the standard of
accommodation remains as it is in our hotels.
When I speak about the standard of accom-
modation T am not attacking or blaming the
hotel keepers, because I think they are
strangled by the source from which the
industry flows, the breweries. However, it
must be admitted that hotel accommodation
in Queensland falls very far short of world
standards. I had the privilege as a represent-
ative of this Parliament of visiting Africa

and travelling extemnsively there, I stayed
at very many hotels in TFast Africa,
Rhodesia, Uganda and other places. As hon.

members know Africa is a country uo more
developed than Queensland. It has wide open
spaces that compare with ours, but in hotel
accommodation it is ahead of us. T stayed
in small towns where there were prohably
only two or three hotels. I can bring places
to mind where there were only two, but the
standard of accommodation in them was
infinitely better than that provided in Queens-
land. I did not stay in one hotel in the
whole of Africa that did not provide the
visitor with his own bathroom and septic
facilities. ~And that applied in the small
towns where there were only two or three
hotels. How many hotels in the metropolitan
area provide those facilties?

Mr. Tooth: Was not that the vesult,
basically, of the existence of cheap labour?

Mr. DUFFICY: It does not flow from
that at all The only difference would
be that the hotel service would be better
because of cheap coolie labour. I am talking
about the type of building and the accom-
modation provided. The hon. member can
state his case later.

Mr. Tooth: I am only seeking informa-
tion.

Mr. DUFFICY: I suggest that the hon.
member meet me later when, if I have a
few minutes to spare, I might be able to
improve his knowledge. I have no intention
of doing it at the present time. The brewery
stranglehold on the industry has made it
impossible for us to have the standard of
accommodation the travelling public are
entitled to. The Licensing Commission has
given wus information such as I have men-
tioned to the effect that even where the
breweries own the freehold of hotels they do
not reap the wholesale and retail profits
from those hotels and that if any person
says they do he is not telling the truth. I
cannot see logie in that, and if the Minister’s
brief is similar to mine and the members of
the committee I hope he will not take it
too seriously. I have no desire to attack



Supply.

the Chairman of the Licensing Commission,
but on one occasion when I asked him whether
the licensing of breweries was desirable or
practicable, he assured me that it was not
practicable because it would conflict with
Saoction 92 of the Commonwealth Constitution.
I then asked him whether breweries were
licensed in other State—a very simple quest-
tion—and he said he did not know. I said,
¢“Will you find out?’’ He did not find out,
but I made it my business to. As many
hon. members know, in a number of other
States the breweries are licensed. 1 do mnot
know whether the licensing of breweries con-
fliets with Section 92 of the Commonwealth
Constitution in Queensland and not in the
other States, but that was my information.
I got a copy of the Liquor Act of every
other State as well as the (‘ommonwealth and
I know that many of them contain provision
tor the licensing of breweries, although I
was told by the Chairman of the Licensing
Commission in Queensland that it could not
be dome. I warn the Minister to be very
careful of his brief.

Hon. A. W, MUNRO (Toowong—Minister
for Justice) (8.47 p.m.): I did mnot intend
to speak at this stage because I think it
is a bad thing in a debate on Kstimates for
the Minister to take up too much time. How-
ever, I rise now for a couple of minutes to
clear up ome point.

The hon. member for Warrego was very
persistent in his implication. Time after time
he waved his brief in the air and said, ‘‘The
Minister has the same brief.”” Apparenty
he endeavoured to convey the impression that
I have some kind of brief. I point out to
the hon. member that the present Govern-
ment’s methods are very different from those
of the previous Government. 1 assure the
hon. member that I have no brief from the
Licensing Commission.

Mr. Dufficy: I accept your assurance.

Mr. MUNRQ: It is true that I quoted
from the report of Mr. Justice Maxwell.
When I was a member of the Opposition I
made it my business to get a copy of it. I
have it at home. I had a short extraet from
it, which I quoted earlier tonight. Normally
these matters can be cleared up by inter-
jection, but the hon. member for Warrego
was so0 keen on making his point that he
would not even aecept an interjection from
the hon. member for Kelvin Grove.

My, Dufficy: I am not compelled to
aceept an interjection.

Mr. MUNRO: That is so, but this has
been a very informative debate. It is some-
times helpful if, while an hon. member is
speaking, he will let another hon. member
say something by interjection to correct a
wrong impression.

T do not propose to take any further time
at this stage. Unlike the hon. member for
Warrego, I am not speaking from a brief.
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Mr. WALSH (Bundaberg) (8.50 p.m.):
I was not interested in the debate until I heard
what the hon. member for Warrego said. A
good deal has been said about the necessity for
improved accommodation in hotels in this
State. That has been said for many years.
When the late Hon. E. M. Hanlon, the
Minister in charge at the time, introduced
the consolidated ILiquor Acts, there was
ample scope for any who wished to com-
plain about the legislation to do so. The
Labour Party approved of all that and of
the establishment of the Commission on the
basis that has been accepted for so many
years. 1 do not know that previously there
has been any violent complaint, since 1935,
along the lines of the faults that have been
found within the last 12 or 18 months.
There may be a reason for that. I do not
say there has not been some justifieation
for the eriticism that has been levelled at
some of the hotels in the State, but it is
stretching it a bit far for any hon. mem-
ber who has been able to go to South Afrieca
at the State’s expense to come into the
Chamber and compare the standards of
accommodation that he was able to avail
himself of there with the standards required
for the shearer, the cane-cutter or the navvy
in outlying areas of the State. The hon.
member for (regory is not in the Chamber,
but let a few of the eritics go through the
Gregory electorate, particularly the place
frequented by those who were out backing
the A.L.P. candidate.

Mr. Ewan:

You and I stayed at the
same hotel.

Mr. WALSH: Yes, we stayed at the
Commercial Hotel. It was quite a respectable
place. We were well catered for. It was no
Lennons or Belle Vue but I was satisfied.

Mr. Ewan: Me, too.

Mr. WALSH: At the same time, why
should any member of the A.L.P. ecomplain
about the general standard of any hotel
when the standard of the hotel being fre-
quented by those people in another part of
the area was probably applauded? They did
not condemn that lieensee. That would go
for the hon. member for Hinchinbrook, too.

Mr. Jesson: Oh, go on!

Mr. WALSH: He has a freehold hotel.

Mr. Jesson: I have not got as many
shares in the West Burleigh picture theatre
as you have.

Mr. WALSH: I challenge the hon. mem-
ber to produce any evidence that I have had
more than a 3s. 2d. dividend from any com-
pany in the State. Tle is at liberty to do
it if he can.

Mr. Jesson: I should like to see your
income tax.
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Mr. WALSH: He can have my income
tax. I would not be in all the rackets he
has been in, particularly the Green Parrot.

Mr. Jesson: I would like to have a look
at the list of your Commonwealth bonds.

Mr., WALSH: As a matter of fact, the
hon. member can have a look at that too.
My book is an open book.

Mr. Jesson: You had better read it.

Mr. WALSH: If he wants me to discuss
the Green Parrot on this Estimate—

Mr. Jessons I don't think the Chairman
will let you.

Mr. Ewans You have got him frightened
now,

My. Jessom: Well, go on and discuss it.
Discuss it outside the IMouse with me, you
great big sook!

Mr. WALSH: Perhaps I would be
nllowed to discuss it because anything affect-
ing the operation of the Auctioneers and
Commission Agints’ Aet comes under the
Jjurisdietion of the Justice Department.

Mr, Jesson: All right, discuss it outside
the House. You are not game to. You are
a big dill; that’s all. You ave a big mug.
You are a big louse. Discuss it outside the
House!

Mr. WALSH: That is the type of per-
son who is going round demanding that
others should improve their standards.

Mr, Jesson: I am not going around. I
have never yet opened my mouth but I will,

Mr. WALSH: I am not stopping the
hon. member from opening it. It will be too
bad for him if I open mine.

Mr. Jesson: You open it.
vou to open it.

Mr. Ewan: You have got him frightened
now,

Mr. Sparkes: I think the parrot is out.

Mr. Jesson: Go on, and I will open mine
on you.

Mr. WALSH: The hon. member can do
whatever he likes,

Mr. Hanlon interjected.

'M.r. WALSH: 1 am trying to help the
Minister. For some reason or other hon.
members of the Australian Labour Party are
condemning legiglation introduced by the
ex-Premier.  Although they supported the
legislation at the time they are condemning
it today.

I challenge

If the Licensing Commission has served g
request on the hon. member for Hinehinbrook
to effect a certain standard of accommo-
dation, why should he eomplain here9

Mr. Jesson: They did it as soon as I
bought the place.
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Mr. WALSH: If that is the case, the
hon. member should complain to the Licensing
Commission. The fact remains that there
is scope to improve the general standard of
conditions.

Mr. Jesson interjected.

Mr. WALSH: I have threatened to hit
the hon. member on the chin before.

Mr. Jesson: I challenge ycu to do that.

Mr. WALSH: The hon. member wanted
to do a poor unfortunate out of the price of
a rew beers in the bar.

Mr. Jessoms I chalienge you to do that.

Mr. WALSH: The fact remains that all
this talk ahout licensing brewerics is not
going to get the hon. gentleman one step
further forward to solving the liquor problem
of the State. It is true that under the Com-
monwealth Constitution there is a spceial pro-
vision that still allows the State to legisiate
for the ceontrol and distribution of liquor
within the State even though it may be manu-
factured in some other State. Scetion 92
of the Commonwealth Constitution dees not
go into the matter of the distribution of liquor
irrespective of where it may be manufactured.
The manufaeture of liquor is an entirely
different question. It is only the Common-
wealth that ean give authority to manufac-
ture spirituous or other liquors within this
country. The Minister might say, “*We wil}
license the breweries’’, he might say that the
fee will be £100 or £1,000, hut what would
be the effect of it? The Minister may get
legal advice that it would be competent for
the Government to lay down certain con-
ditions to attach to licences, but how much
further would that get him towards solving
the aceommodation problem? I do not think
the breweries would be interested in hotels.
They manufacture liquor, the hotel or the
club is there to sell their product. What does
it matter to the brewery if they have not got
one hotel? It must be said that at least the
Commission has been able to enforece better
standards in brewery hotels. In 1941 a new
hotel was built in St. George at a cost of
£30,000 or £40,000. Where would you find &
private freeholder who would be prepared to
build a modern hotel in a place like
St. George at a cost of £30,000 or £40,0007
Amenities equal to anything in first-class
Brisbane hotels were provided in the St.
George hotel. You could not expeet anybody
to sink £40,000 or £50,000 as a private free-
holder in a place like St. George. Any
sensible man knows that.

Mr. Beardmore: There is nothing wrong
with St. George.

Mr. WALSH: The hon. member will
agree that the Australian Hotel at St. George
as far back as 1941 was just as modern as
any hotel in Brisbane. What is all this
rubbish about brewery control over hotels?
If the breweries did not do any finaneing of
hotels—and I do not know to what extent
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they were in that—where would they go? To
the banks, of course. All you do is to pass
them from omne monopoly to another. What
would be wrong with the breweries forming
their own subsidiary and finding their own
finance to cover the financing of leases of
hotels, just the same as there are numerous
trusts being formed in Queensland for the
investment of moners, It is no different. It
could be that any seetion of the liquor
interests could form a trust to enable them to
“have the same interests that the breweries
might have toeday. The manufacturers of
beer or other products, as long as they can
sell it through any hotel or club, or for that
matter through any sly grog shop, are still
getting their profits. It is all just political
agitation that somewhere the breweries have
a hold on the hotel interests. If anybody
doubts the figures given by the Licensing
Commission he is at liberty to go out and
check them, There is only one hotel in Bun-
daberg which is owned by a brewery. All
the rest are freehold hotels and conducted on
that basis. If you go north from Bundaberg,
I doubt if you will find one hotel that is
owned by any one of the breweries in
Brisbane. It is all political eyewash that
somebody wants to manufacture. It iz draw-
ing a red herring across the track to say
that the breweries have some influence over
the conduct of the liquor trade generally in
this State. You had the example of the
brewery started at Grafton. It had an open
go. What was to stop it coming here and
selling its grog to the hotels who were pre-
pared to take it? Some of the hotels did
take it, but it was not long before they found
it was mnot profitable to do so. When we
talk of the limitations imposed on the
breweries, do not forget that it was the pre-
vious Government’s policy, and one that can
be thoroughly justified, that held the
breweries buck from expanding the manu-
facture of beer in this State. The Govern-
ment rightly decided that the bricks and
timber and skilled workmen could be wused
in building homes and that the breweries
would mnot get a permit to extend their
buildings. Many hon. members opposite were
blaming the breweries, but it was the Govern-
ment’s action that was responsible. That
action was justified, and it would be justified
today in similar circumstances. I would
make mno apologies. Let us get rid of this
eyewash. If some of the ecrities of the
liquor interests honoured their obligations
it would enable some of the hotel-keepers
to provide a better standard of accommoda-
tion. These things should not be overlooked.
The hon. member for Warrego was compar-
ing the standard of hotel accommodation in
this State with that in South Africa, where
cheap labour is available. It is too ridiculous
to attempt such a comparison. It would be
just as ridiculous to attempt to compare our
railway system with their railway system in
view of the cheap labour and poor conditions
in that country and the wages paid under
our decent White Australia conditions.

Vote (Chief Office) agreed to.
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COURTS OF PETTY SESSIONS.

Hon, A. W. MUNRO (Toowong—Minister
for Justice) (9.5 pm.): I move—
“‘That £414,953 be granted for ‘Courts
of Petty Sessions’.’’

This Vote represents an increase of £28,971
on the expenditure for last year, £20,688 for
salaries and £8,283 for contingencies.

The increase in salaries is for 15
additional officers and payment of award
increases. Under contingencies the increased
provision for the eash equivalent of long-
service leave is £2,762. Provision has been
made for the purchase of a replacement
accounting machine in Brisbane, while the
transfer of ofiicers following the reclassifica-
tion of the Pefty Sessions Serviee is
expected to cost £3,302 more than last year.

The last item is the only one calling for
speeial comment. The rearrangement of
those positions has taken some months.
Broadly speaking, the object is to lesxen the
great need experienced on oceasions over the
years for transfers of Clerks of Petty Ses-
sions from one town to another. The reclas-
sifieation has reduced the number of grades.
It will enable a fair balance to be main-
tained. It meets the convenience of officers.
They are mnot required to do as much
travelling from town to town as previously.
It not omnly means their convenicnee but
also meets the convenience of the depart-
ment.

Mr. LLOYD (Kedron) (9.8 p.m.): There
is not a great deal to be said on the Vote,
but it is unfortunate that the hom. member
for Mt. Gravatt is not here this evening.
He made many statements about magis-
trate’s lack of knowledge of law, and said
that the reintroduction of the old system of
district courts was imperative.

There may be some ground for his com-
plaint about their lack of sufficient know-
ledge to deal with some points, but I think
the majority of our stipendiary magistrates
cope well with the many problems they
encounter. They serve a good purpose, and
are capable and efficient.

Clerks of Petty Sessions throughout the
State play an important part in govern-
mental administration. They have to deal
with many matters and make decisions on
other matters that are not generally handled
by men in the profession. That was the
practice under the previous Government, and
I am sure the same position will obtain
under this Government.

I should like to mention the re-employment
of a person who prior to his election to
Parliament was in a C.P.8. office in this
State.  Apparently the Government have
seen fit to re-employ him. I agree that having
carried out the duties of his position satis-
factorily prior to his election to Parliament
the former member for Nash should be given
the opportunity of seeuring re-employment in
the Government service. I cannot see how
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it can be made an excuse on the Govern-
ment’s part that he be allowed te defer his
reappointment for some months because in the
interim he is employed by another political
organisation. He virtually dietated his own
terms as to when his re-employment should
commence, This is a matter of some concern
paticularly as clerks of petty sessions have
heen asking for transfers and in some case
the deferment of transfers. In the case to
which I refer the re-appointment was permit-
ted to be carried over ior some months; he
was singled out for favoured treatment.
Whilst the position concerned was not avail-
able to other officers desiring promotion I
think that he should have accepted his
responsibility to the Government which after
all was extending a favour to him. He should
have accepted re-employment or allowed some
other person to accept the promotion offered
to him.

Mr. POWER (Baroona) (912 pam.):
The hon. member for Kedron has raised the
case of a former membor of this House, T
commend the Government for their fairness
in the appointment of Mr. Kehoe and the
generous treatment they gave with respect
to aunother former member who was found
employment because of his qualifications.
The policy of a good Labour man is that
there should be no vietimisation. I have
had some knowledge of industrial matters
and without patting myself on the back I
take second place to none with my know-
ledge. My industrial record is as good as
that of anyone. I regret that the hon. mem-
ber for Kedron should single out Mr.
Kehoe

Mr. LLOYD: I rise to a point of order.
I complimented the Government on the
re-employment of the former member for
Nash. I was only objecting to the method
by which he was employed.

Mr. POWER: I accept the hon. member’s
explanation but it would have been better
had he made no comment at all. There
might be some good reason why the former
member was not in a position to take up his
re-employment immediately. This was not
the first time that a defeated member has
been re-employed in the Government service,
No good Labour man would suggest vietimi-
sation of any individual. I regret that the
matter was raised. It was suggested that
the former member dictated his own terms
to the Government, but with my knowledge
of the Minister and the Publiec Service Com-
missioner I do not think the former member
could dictate his terms. DMr. Fraser would
recommend opn his re-employment in the ser-
vice. I hope that such generous treatment
will be extended to other members of this
Parliament who were defeated. I congratu-
late the Government on their action.

The Estimates diselose the number of magis-
trates in Queensland. Some time ago, follow-
ing a reclassification of the department, the
number of grades of clerks of petty sessions
was reduced. That action by the previous
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administration will save the Government a
good deal of money. Clerks of petty ses-
sions travel round the State in mueh the
same way as a satellite travels round the
world. And as they travel round, their
classifications improve.

There is merit in the suggestion of the
hon. member for Kurilpa and the hon. mem-
ber for Mt. Gravatt that consideration should
be given to having qualified legal men as
stipendiary magistrates. It must not be
forgotten, however, that the only advance-
ment that clerks of petty sessions have is to
the position of magistrate. I understund
that following the reclassifieation of clerks
of petty sessions, their transfers will not be
as frequent as they were previously. The
previous (Government had under considera-
tion a further reduction in the number of
grades, and I hope it will be kept in mind
by the Minister. It will lead to greater sta-
bility in that branch of the Public Service
and will probably save the Government a good
deal of money 1n transfer expenses.

I point out, too, that many eclerks of petty
sessions have had to refuse transfers because
of the lack of accommodation in many coun-
try centres. If a man is transferred toj a
country eentre where there is uo accommoda-
tion for his family he should be paid an
allowailce until he can get it. At present .the
allowance is paid only for a very short period.

Mr. LLOYD (Kedron) (9.19 pam):
Although I do not resent the attack that the
hon. member for Baroona made on me by
innuendo, it is necessary for me to bring to
the notice of the Committee a telegram bear-
ing on the matter that I raised previously.
T think it will be gemerally admitted that I
raised no objection to the rc-employment of
Mr. Kehoe; in faet, I said he was entitled
to be re-employed in his previous position in
the Justice Department. Ilowever, I peinted
out that he should not be allowed to dietate
his own terms.

Mr. Walsh:
that he did?

‘What evidence have you

Mr. LLOYD: I shall be quoting sonie-
thing in a minute. I have it In my han@,
not in my pocket. I have not got a black
book. If he is going to dictate his own
terms and get favoured treatment, I do not
think it is in the best interests of the officers
of the Justice Department who have been con-
tinuously employed there and whose own
promotion may be detrimentall;y affected
pending his taking up his duties as the
senior clerk. I did mot intend to read the
telegram, but I think it is neeessary Dow
for me to do so. It says—

¢¢Rehoe advertised address political
meeting Innisfail, Friday, South fTohr&-)
stone, Saturday. Can you ascertain object.

What is Mr. Kehoe doing in the interim,
while he is not accepting his e.n}ployment,
other than organising for a political party
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pending taking up his duties in the depart-
ment in his own time? That is the point I
intended to make and that I think I have made.

Mr. WALSH (Bundaberg) (9.21 p.m.):
I think the attitude of the hon. member for
Kedron is rather remarkable. The nigger
in the woodpile has come out. It is that
Mr. Kehoe is at present employed by the
Queensland Labour Party as an organiser
and has asked the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner to be allowed to take up his duties
as from a certain date. What is wrong with
that? That goes on every day in the business
world and in administrative life. It goes on
in Government administration. When trans-
fers are made the Public Serviece Commis-
sioner or the departmental head, according to
the jurisdiction, tries to arrange them to fit
in  with the domestiec requirements of
appointees.

Mr. Lloyd: No other public servant is
allowed to accept outside employment.

Mr. WALSH: If the reappointment of
Mr. Kehoe to the public service has bheen
decided on as from a speecific date, what has
it got to do with anybody in the Chamber
what he does between now and that date?

Mr. Lioyd: He has two jobs.

Mr. WALSH: He has not got two jobs.
He is being paid for only one.

Mr. Lloyd: But he is holding another.

Mr. WALSH: He is obviously not inter-
fering with anybody else’s promotion, and
the hon. member for Kedron knows that.
The Public Service Commissioner would not
allow it any more than the Minister would
if it were brought to his notice.

Mr. Lloyd: Would not anybody else be
entitled to the position of senior clerk.

Mr. WALSH: The only thing about it is
the little bit of hate because a defeated mem-
ber of Parliament has been reappointed by
the Government of the day to his position
in the public service and, no doubt by arrange-
ment with the Commissioner, it has been
decided that he will take up duty on a certain
date. That is all that is in it. Yet we have
this sort of thing from men who are supposed
to represent the Labour Party. It does not
matter what a man’s political or religious
views may be, there is no reason why any
member of the committee should chase him
in his employment, After all, when the
Labour Government came back into power in
1932 men who had been private secretaries
to previous Ministers were reappointed to
their positions in the publie service.

Mr. Hanlon: Did they let them go out
organiging for the Country Party?

Mr. WALSH: They talk about civil
rights and union liberty and so on, Beecause
a man has a particular political belief they
want to hunt him and hound him throughout
his career.

Mr. Lloyd: You can’t take it.
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Mr. WALSH: The hon. member knows
that I can take it all right. If they want
to ladle it out I will take it.

Mr. Lloyd: You love giving it.

Mr. WALSH : I love giving it, too.

If the matter had not been raised by the
hon. member it would not have been debated
in any cirecumstances. The Minister was
commended in the first place for the Govern-
ment’s reappointment of Xehoe to his
position in the public service, and now they
want to find some other fault with him.
1t is quite obvious that the arrangement was
made for him to take up his duties as from
a certain date. I ecannot see that the depart-
ment or the Gevernment have done the wrong
thing.

(Time expired.)

Hon, A. W. MUNRO (Toowong—Minister
for Justice) (9.26 p.m.): There have been
two rather interesting points raised by the
hon. member for Kedron. The first refer
ence was to distriet courts and the second
was to the appointment of the former hon.
member for Nash. It may be more econ
venient to deal with the second point first.

I dealt with this on the administrative
affairs of the department this morning but
without the knowledge I ncw have of the
political background. At the same time I say
that the decision would he quite the same
whether T had that knowledge or not. This
point has been made clear on previous
occasions in the Chamber: in considering the
appointment of any person to an office in the
Publie Service there is not going to be at any
time any vietimisation by the Government.

Mr. Lloyd: Would you mind telling us
exactly the date of the appointment?

Mr. MUNRO: In due course.

Mr. Lloyd: Just make that point par-
ticularly clear.

Mr. MUNRO: I make the point that
there will be no vietimisation.

Mr. Lloyd: And no favouritism either?

Mr. MUNRO: If I remember rightly, the
former hon. member for Nash was
appointed to the position of C.P.8., Cairns.
While I have made the point that there will
be no viectimisation of any person because
of his former political associations I also
agree with the hon. member for Kedron that
no such person is to be singled out for any
favoured treatment merely because he was
formerly a member of Parliament. Again
I would agree that no person who aceepts
an appointment in the Public Service should
be allowed to dictate his own terms. So far
as 1 am able to remember them, the faets
in, this ease are that the former member
for Nash was appointed to the position. As
I have previously explained, the filling of
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offices in various parts of the State involves
the convenience of many others besides the
person directly concerned. Faeh time you
eonsider the transfer of an officer from one
town to another or the fiilling of an office
in omne town, you have to consider a number
of comsequential vacancies.

Mr. Power: Quite a large batch.

Mr. MUNRO: Yes, that is a very import-
tant point. Therefore I have to make this
further explanation: after accepting the
appointment the former hon. member for
Nash communicated with my department and
in broad terms asked that he should not
be required to take up his appointment until
some time in January. I did not regard
it as a reasonable request in the ecircum-
stances, although I did not know the political
background. The matter was considered this
morning and we decided that the former
member should be advised that if it was his
tinal decision to defer commencement of duty
as C.P.S, Cairns until Januarv, considera-
tion must be given to eancellation of his
appointment. We further decided that his
right to re-apply for employment would be
preserved. In other words, the former member
for Nash, after agreeing to take a position
was not prepared to go on with his side of
the contract.

Mr. Lioyd: In other words other
employees who might be entitled to promo-
tion will not he victimised.

My, MUNRO: That is right. This matter
has been dealt with perfectly fairly, just
as it would be dealt with if the person con-
cerned had no political background at all.

The hon. member for Kedron raised the
matter of whether we might reconstitute dis-
trict courts in Queensland. That is a very
interesting question. As members of the Com-
mittee will remember it was raised on one or
two occasions by members on this side of the
Chamber, the hon. member for Mount Gravatt
and the hon, member for Kurilpa. I would
not tie myself down to the particular term
f¢district courts.”” This question is being
given very close consideration, not only by
myself. I have been fortunate in having the
co-operation of the representatives of the
Bar Association and the Law Society, and of
consultations with members of the judiciary.
The purpose is to find a solution of this
problem. Among other things it is a problem
of more rational spheres of jurisdietion for the
Supreme Court and the magistrates court
which necessarily involves consideration of
matters of procedure and whether it would
be wise to set up something in the way of
an intermediate court. The matter is at
present subject to very careful investigation
and it would be unwise for me to attempt
to give any indication of what the conclusions
are likely to be. I assure the hon. member
for Kedron that the matter is being
considered.

Progress reported.
The House adjourned at 9.36 p.m.





