
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

TUESDAY, 13 OCTOBER 1953 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



644 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

TUESDAY, 13 OCTOBER, 1953. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. J. H. Mann, 
Brisbane) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

ASSENT TO BILLS. 

Assent to the following Bills reported by 
Mr. Speaker-

Unauthorised Documents Bill. 

Sheepskins (Draft Allowance Abolition) 
Bill. 

Registration of Firms Act Amendment 
Bill. 

DEATH OF Mr. R. M. BELL. 

REPLY TO MOTION OF CONDOLENCE. 

JUr. SPEAKER: I have to inform the 
House that I have received a letter from the 
widow of the late Mr. R. M. Bell conveying 
thanks for the motion of condolence passed 
on 3 September. 

QUESTIONS. 

STATES' MARGARINE QUOTAS. 

lUr. ~ICKLIN (Landsborough-Leader 
of the Opposition) asked the Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock-

'' What was the maximum quota for 
manufacture of table margarine in each 
State (a) at 30 June, 1951, and (b) at 
30 September, 1953 ~'' 

Hon. H, H. COLLINS (Tablelands) 
replied-

" (a) New South Wales, 1,248 tons; 
Victoria, 1,196 tons; Queensland, 645 tons; 
South Australia, 312 tons; Western 
Australia, 364 tons; Tasmania 208 tons. 
(b) New South Wales, 2,500 tons; 
Victoria, 1,196 tons; Queensland, 6,860 
tons; South Australia, 468 tons; '\V estern 
Australia, 800 tons; Tasmania, 208 tons. 
The manufacture of table margarine 
during 1952-1953 amounted to H lb. per 
head of population in Queensland and 
2?, lb. per head in New South Wales. 
Manufacture in Queensland during 1952-
1953 showed a gain of 123 tons over the 
previous year compared with an aggregate 
gain of 627 tons in Victoria, South 
Australia, \Vestern Australia, and 
Tasmania.'' 

BUILDI='fG OF \VEST CARMILA ROAD. 

lUr. EYANS (Mirani) asked the Minister 
for Transport-

'' In reference to my representations over 
a period of about six years, now that ample 
roads funds are available, will he give 
faYoura ble consideration to the construction 
this year to the West Carmila road~'' 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

" It is anticipated that a scheme for 
works on a section of the Carmila-Carmila 
West road, just under 2 miles in length, 
will be released shortly." 

DATE FOR GOVERNMENTAL RETURNS. 

IUr. II. B. TAYLOR (Clayfield), for Mr. 
LOW (Cooroora), asked the Premier-

' 'With the object of simplifying as 
much as possible the preparation of 
returns under various Acts and Regula­
tions, will he kindly give consideration to 
making 30 June, being the last day of the 
year for income-tax purposes (in most 
cases), the date which applies to as many 
returns (statistical and other) as is prac­
ticable~ In this connection, will he give 
particular attention to stock returns and 
statistical returns generally required from 
primary producers~'' 

Hon. V. C. GAIR (South Brisbane} 
replied-

' ,-With few exceptions, returns required 
by Government Departments are made as 
at 30 June in each year. In relation to 
stock returns, it is found that the present 
date for these, namely, 1 January, is the 
most appropriate for the purpose in that 
the stock population is then virtually 
stationary. At other times of the year 
large numbers of stock are on the move, 
and to alter the date for the lodgment of 
returns would throw the responsibility for 
such returns on to the drovers rather than 
the more satisfactory method of having 
them submitted by the property holder 
himself. As to agricultural returns rerjuired 
for statistical purposes, I refer the hon. 
member to a reply given by me as 
Secretary for Labour and Industry, to the 
hon. member, in relation to a similar 
question submitted by him on13 September, 
1949.'' 

PRESERVATION OF DOCU~IENTS. 

llir. LLOYD ROBERTS (Whitsunday), 
for lUr. FLETCIIER (Cunning ham), asked 
the Premier-

'' Will he kindly make a brief statement 
for the information of hon. members as 
to what is done in this State towards pre­
servation of documents of historical value 
ancl other things of that nature; indica­
ting the assocfations which are actually 
concerned in that work and the extent of 
Government assistance respectively~' 

Hon. V. C. GAIR (South Brisbane) 
replied-

'' The Government is fully alive to the 
necessity and advantage of collecting and 
preserving important documents relating to 
the history and development of the State, 
and for this purpose, in 1943, passed 
through this Parliament an Act which, 
inter alia, provides for the preservation of 
the public records of the Stnte. Unfor­
tunately, it has not been possible to pro­
claim this portion of the Act owing to 
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difficulties which have arisen, chief of 
which has been the lack of suitable space 
in which to store and display these 
documents. In the Government's view, it 
would be necessary to house these records 
in a setting appropriate to their 
importance, and where they could be 
readily available for public inspection and 
to permit of research work by interested 
and competent parties. Since the termi­
nation of the war the Government's build­
ing activities have been concentrated on 
providing homes, schools, hospitals, and 
other urgently required buildings, rather 
than on the erection of new buildings for 
administmtive purposes. At the present 
time all documents of a historical nature in 
the custody of the Library Board are 
housed in "the Oxley ::VIemorial T~ibrary, 
which is the State's principal ref'ository for 
material dealing with Australian histOTy 
and socio}ogy, with particular reference to 
Queensland. In addition, those Depart­
ments which have been in existence for a 
lengthy period of time and have in their 
posse~sion quantities of valuable records 
of previous administrations, take every 
precaution to ensure that these records are 
preserved nnd thnt nothing of any value 
is destroyed.'' 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed-

Report of the Chief Inspector of 
Machinery, Scaffolding, and Weights and 
Measures, for the year 1952-1953. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Hon. E. J. WALSH 
Treasurer) : I move-

(Bundaberg-

'' That the House will, at its present 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill to amend 
the Local Government Acts, 1936 to 1951, 
in certain particulars.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

CITY OF BRISBANE ACTS AND OTHER 
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Hon. E. J. W ALSH 
Treasurer) : I move-

(Bundaberg-

'' That the House will, at its present 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the 
City of Brisbane Acts, 1924 to 1952, the 
City of Brisbane Improvemen1J Act of 
1916, and the Metropolitan Water Supply 
and Sewerage Acts, 1909 to 1949, each in 
certain particulars.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

SUPPLY. 
COMMITTEE-FINANCIAL STATEMENT­

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Clark, 
Fitzroy, in the Chair.) 

Debate resumed from 8 October (see 
p. 643) on Mr. Walsh 's motion-

'' That there be granted to Her Majesty 
for the service of the year 1953-1954 a 
sum not exceeding £883 to defray the 
salary of the Aide-de-Camp to His 
Excellency the Governor.'' 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Belyando-
Secretary for Public Lands and Irrigation) 
(11.16 a.m.): 

At the outset I should like to congratulate 
the Treasurer on the splendid statement that 
he has submitted to Parliament dealing with 
the public accounts. It is interesting to 
note, as he points out, that in 15 successive 
years the Labour Government have succeeded 
in balancing their accounts in no fewer than 
14. That indicates at least that Labour 
Governments have given proper attention to 
public expenditure and that they have acted 
wisely in allocating the funds available to 
them to vnrious public purposes. But 
although it may be said that the Financial 
Statement is a splendid record of the activi­
ties of the Government over a very wide 
sphere, it also points to the urgent necessity 
of carrying out development work at a faster 
rate than we are able to do just now. It is 
a matter of history now that when represen­
tatives from Queensland nttended the last 
two Loan Council meetings and sought funds 
for the development of Queensland the 
Premier returned on the first occasion and 
the Treasurer on the second with consider­
ably le9s money than the Loan Council had 
been told the State would require to carry 
out ouT programme of work if Queensland 
was to keep pace with the needs of a rapidly 
increasing population. 

It is regrettable that the Central Govern­
ment should have handled public affairs in 
such a way that capital for investment had 
not been directed to Queensland to be used 
for the development of Queensland and 
Australia generally. There is no use in 
talking about the need to defend Australia 
against an invasion from the teaming 
millions of coloured people to the North if 
we do not develop the State and the country 
so as to encourage and maintain a bigger 
population than we have here now. If the 
wherewithal for necessary public works is not 
forthcoming from the Loan Council naturally 
the State Governments are hampered. How­
ever, it is to be hoped that there will be 
a change in the Government at Canberra aml 
as a result better management of public 
affairs will make available enough loan 
moneys to carry out essential development to 
meet the needs of an increasing population. 

It is necessary to refer to the remarks of 
the hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha, who in the 
earlier stages of the debate criticised what 
he alleged were deficiencies in Labour 
administration in regard to war-service land 
settlement. 'rhe hon. member has a habit 
of using extravagant language on such 
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occasions mtd he observed that custom on 
this occasion in an endeavour to bolster up 
his case. He said that the Government failed 
in regard to 1rar-service land settlement, that 
funds had been misappropriated that 
returned soldiers _had been left lamenti;1g, and 
that my figures m regard thereto supplied to 
the Press were basically untrue. That com­
prised the main part of his spech, except his 
reference to the benefits that accrue to agent 
States as against principal States and his 
attack on the Government in connection 
with that matter. Let me deal with his 
allegation. 

First, the Government haYe not failed 
in the matter of war-service land settlement; 
as a matter of fact, the Queensland Govern­
ment have made a better showing-and I 
shall prove it as I proceed-than anv other 
Government in the Commonwealth of 
Australia. (Opposition interjections). No 
funds have been misappropriated. There is an 
allocation by the Government for war-service 
land settlement from the totaf amount 
received from the Loan Council. Those total 
funds belong to nobody but the Queensland 
Government and they can be expended as that 
Government think :fit and proper. The hon. 
member alleged that the Loan Council made 
a specified allotment for war-sen-ice land 
settlement which is not .true; the'' made a 
bulk amount available to this State and to 
the other States; and it was left to the 
respective governments to allocate to it the 
amounts they thought could be profitably 
used in any financial year. 

Then the hon. member said that the 
returned soldiers were left lamenting. As 
a matter of fact, every returned man placeLl 
on the ~and will have an excellent opportunity 
of makmg good. Up to date it is estimated 
that the returns from war-service land settle­
ment farms were £1,117,000 for last :financial 
year, whereas previously this land returned 
produce to the value of £176,000 based on 
1952 values. That is the difference up to 
date. I think I have demonstrated clearly 
that these men have been settled on good 
land and that they have every possibility of 
making good. That is borne out by the 
returns I have quoted, which indicate that 
there is no prospect, except in an odd case 
that these settlers will fail. 

lUr. lliorris: You settled only one-tenth 
of those who applied. 

llir. FOLEY: It is not a question of the 
perce~1tnge of those who applied; it is a 
question of those who have been classified 
as suitable from the many thousands of 
returned men over the whole of the Common­
wealth including this State who applied to 
come under war-service land settlement. 
Only a percentage of these men were selected 
as suitable by the classification committee 
set up under the ·war Service Land Settle­
ment Act. A few are still being placed in 
Queensland, just as in every other State of 
the Commonwealth. 

The third contention, that my stntements 
as regards assistance to ex-service men was 
basicall:v untrue, can only be described as 
vile political prejudice on the part of the 

hon. member. I will prove as I proceed that 
I have understated the position with regard 
tfJ the measure of aid rendered to these men 
in this State. We have carried out to the 
letter the conditions of the War Service 
Laml Settlement agreement between us and 
the Common wealth Government; in fact we 
have gone much further than other States 
in helping these ex-service men to establish 
themseh·es. It is true that there has been a 
Jag in the past two years but that Jag is 
the result of the high costs that have 
developed, placing men on suitable farms, and 
insufficiency of loan funds. These things have 
definitely hampered progress. Comparing the 
earlier stages of war-service land settlement 
and help generally to ex-service men, we find 
that formerly a man could be placed on a 
dairy farm for £5,000 whereas today the 
:figure has jumped to over £10,000; in fact, 
the sum of £10,170 is required today to 
bring the man's farm to the stage of develop­
ment laid down in the agreement. Common 
sense tells us that if the development of 
farming land costs double what it did 
less work can now be carried out with the 
same amount of funds and certainly less 
work can be done with the funds available 
to the States today than when the scheme 
was started. 

'rhe hon. member contends also that 
the total figures I gave were incorrect and 
that option-holders and land-holders should 
not be included in them. The hon. member 
should know, because he helped in the House 
in passing what is known as the War Service 
(Sugar Industry) Land Settlement Act, an 
Act apart altogether from the War Service 
Land Settlement Act that sugar-mill peaks 
were increased by 3 per cent., that provision 
>ms made that peaks could apply to sugar 
lands so that landless ex-service men could 
be allotted farms and men owning land >Yith­
out assignments could also be assisted by way 
of an assignment to enable them to grow cane. 
The man with an option over certain lands 
also came under that Act. The result has been 
that the War Service Land Settlement Depart­
ment has carried out the work of the calling 
for and the receiving of the necessary applica­
tions, arranging for applications to come 
before the various classification committees 
in the various towns, inspection of the land 
concePned and eo-relating and assembling all 
information for submission to the Central 
Sugar-Cane Prices Boarr1. This board ip its 
wisdom, after inspecting and studying that 
information, would make the assignment if 
they thought it justifiable. The result has 
been that 257 ex-service men have been helped 
under that Act, i.e. option-holders and land­
holders and another 175 landless men, but 
because they are included in the sum total of 
flgurrs the hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha 
quibbles over it and says that my statements 
arc absolutely untrue. 

J:II1·. 11" orris: Of course they are. 

I\Ir. FOLEY: The War Service Land 
Settlement staff is not Yery big, and it has 
l:ad to do all this work. Further, I submit 
I am justified in asserting that I have under­
stated the number of ex-service men placed 
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on the land in this State. Queensland has 
four systems of assistance to ex-service men 
under the following headings-

!. Queensland and Commonwealth War 
Service Land Settlement Act. 

2. War Service (Sugar Industry) Land 
Settlement Act. 

3. Special priority of 50 per cent. to 
ex-service men over grazing lands opened 
for selection. 

4. Advances under the Agricultural Bank 
Acts to ex-service men free of interest 
and redemption for three years either to buy 
a farm or to improve farms they may have 
already. 

No other State in the Commonwealth has the 
same facilities for settling ex-setvice men. 

l!Ir. l!Iorris: They have better. 

i\Ir. :FOLRY: If, under those different 
headings, we have actually placed ex-service 
men on the land, how can the hon. member 
for Mt. Coot-tha dispute the fact~ How can 
he dispute our figures when these men are 
actually on the farms~ Farms that were 
previously virtually non-producing-they may 
have had one or two head of cattle on them 
and nothing else-are now prosperous cane 
farms in the North, as a re~ult of our 
activities under the \Var Service \Sugar 
Innustry) Land Settlement Act. 

I emphasise also that the work of the War 
~ervice Land Settlement Branch in satisfy­
mg the Central S~1gar Cane Prices Board in 
connection with these farms has been just as 
great as it hns been where we we1·e 8eitling 
them under the War Service Land Settle­
ment Act. Our critics give Yen- little con­
sideration to the huge amonut of work thi9 
Branch has clone. For instance, just prior to 
the lifting of land-snles control, we could get 
lnnd on the Darling nowns foT from £5 to 
£7 an acc·e. \Ve designed and ha(] ready for 
ballot and allocation just on lOO farm", but 
when land-sales controls were liftrd we 
found it impossible to get the Inn cl for less 
thnn £25 an acre. \Vith the limited amount 
of finance at our rlisposa 1 we could not pro­
ceed with that pToposal. 

:ur. JUorris: You were always niggardly 
with the money you allocated to war-seTvice 
land settlement. 

~Ir. FOLEY: In the Calliope Valley we 
had another batch of farms reported 
as being suitable for this purpose 
but after thorough inn•qtigation and 
survey we found that only 26 of those 
farms would be suitable for ex-senice men. 
In addition, the cost of establishing a 
cream-run in the district was so <n·eat -that 
no cream-carter could be induced "'to under­
take the work. 

Let us examin0 the position from another 
point of vi~w. From the inception of the 
schemE's until 30 June, 1953, the cost of 
acCJnisition in connection with the various 
types of farms has been-

J'.Hxed farming 
Cane farms 
Tobacco farms 
Miscellaneous expenses 

£ s. d. 
871.724 9 2 
106,761 15 1 

1.649 4 0 
3,132 6 9 

The total cost of acquisition to that elate 
was £983,267 15s. 

I want to go a little further and tell the 
Committee that the amount actually advanced 
by the Agricultural Bank to 30 June, 1953, 
was £2,230,856 5s. 2d. Advances for a greater 
sum were approved of by that Bank but that 
is what was actually advanced. To go further 
still, no less a sum than £5,372,614 was 
advanced to 3,223 ex-service men by the 
Agricultural Bank under the three years' 
interest- and redemption-free concession under 
the AgTicultural Bank Act of 1953, and with 
the £3,727,636 for acquisition and advances, 
there has been a total expenditure of 
£9,867,087, made up as follows:-

Acquisition and advances under 
the War SeTvice Land Settle-
ment Acts £3,727,636 

Advances under the Agricul· 
tural Bank Acts (of which 
£5,372,614 is interest and 
redemption fTee for 3 years) £6,139,451 

£9,867,087 

JUr. ~I orris: Even Western Australia and 
Tasmania can beat you. 

lUr. FOJ,EY: The hon. member can have 
Western Australia, Tasmania, South Aus­
tTalia; he can have the "·hole lot of them, but 
none of them will come up to the position in 
Queensland. 

JUr. Morris interjected. 

'f]w CHAIR~IAN: Order! 

~Ir. FOJ,EY: If the hon. member can 
be calm and control himself I will give him 
the actual figmes. The number of ex-service 
men helped up to elate is given under these 
headings-

Mixed farming 198 
Tobacco farming 72 
Sugar farming 175 
Land holders and option holllers 

under War Service (Sugar Indus-
try) Land Settlement Act 257 

Sheep lands 78 
Cattle 5 

785 

Acld to that number the 3,223 ex-service men 
who received advances to buy farms or to 
improve faTms they had, and we get a 
grand total of 4,008 ex-seTvicc men 
helped from the inception of the scheme. The 
hon. member can take Tasmania, South 
Australia and Western Australia and he will 
not get a total of 4,000-ocld. Under the 
various headings in Queensland we have been 
n ble to give 4,008 Teturned men some measure 
of help to enable them to go on the land. 
The h8n. member can quibble but the point is 
that those men are on farms and are doing 
well. 

Let me deal now with the part that the 
Commonwealth plays. To hear the hon. 
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member for Mt. Coot-tha and Mr. Kent 
Hughes speaking, one would t_hink. that the 
Commonwealth Government were domg a tre­
mendous job. From Press statements one 
would think that the Commonwealth Govern­
ment were carrying out a trem~ndous task in 
helping returned men, but I will give the 
position as it affects Queensland and hon. 
members can sum up the position. 

The total figure for this State from all 
sources by way of acquisition and advances 
under the various headings is £9,867,087, 
which is a fairly considerable sum of money. 
What was the Commonwealth's contribution~ 
It was a mere £318,668. 

.iUr. }[orris: As arranged between you 
and Mr. Cmtin and Mr. Chifley. Those 
were the arrangements you made with your 
own Labour Prime Ministers. 

:il'Ir. FOLEY: We have arrangements to 
help returned men that exist in no other 
State. Those are the indisputable figures. 
From all sources we have rendered help to 
the extent of £9,867,087, as against a miserly 
£318,668 by the Commonwealth Government. 

What is the use of trying to make out 
that the Commonwea1th Government have 
been very beneficent in helping returned 
men~ Those are the actual figures. If hon. 
members want detailed figures I can supply 
them. If you work out those figures on a 
pro-rata basis they show that this State is 
contributing £31 for every £1 contributed 
by the Commonwealth Government, yet hon. 
members speak as though they were doing a 
tremendous thing for the returned men. 

The other day the hon. member for Mount 
Coot-tha implied that under the agent-State 
scheme operating in South Australia, 
Tasmania and Western Australia, the money 
provided by the Commonwealth Government 
was virtually a grant, that it cost nobody 
anything. It is no such thing. Those 
moneys are advanced to help settlement in 
those States and they are handled by the 
respective State Governments as agents. The 
returned men have to repay any moneys they 
receive under that system, in just the same 
way as they do under the principal-State 
system that has been so severely criticised by 
hon. members opposite. 

:ilir. rti orris: You are confusing the issue 
again. You say they have to pay back the 
money--

JUr. FOLEY: Of course they have to 
pay it back. The whole scheme is based upon 
advances to returned men to enable them to 
get into a state of production so that their 
success will be assured. 

Mr. lUorris interjected. 

The CHAIRlUAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member for Mt. Coot-tha to be a little 
quieter. 

Mr. }[orris: I would be if he was 
truthful. 

JUr. FOLEY: I am stating a case that 
cannot be disputed by either the hon. member 
for Mt. Coot-tha or any other member of 

this Committee. I am stating the bare facts 
of the whole position. There is nothing 
untruthful in anything I am saying today. 

The hon. member tried to make out a 
case that the agent States had spent 10 
times more than, and settled 10 times as 
many soldiers as, . ~hose op~ratin~ u_nder 
principal-State cond1twns. Agam he Is either 
lying or has been misled. I do not say ~e 
did it deliberately, but wherever he got lns 
brief, it was incorrect. Expenditure by the 
principal States, that is, New South \Vales, 
Queensland and Victoria, has amounted to a 
total of £61 353 713, whereas the amount 
that has bee1~ spent by the agent States is 
£24,145,214. In other words, instead, of+ a 
10 to 1 ratio in favour of the agent Staces, 
it is almost 3 to 1 in favour of the pnnc1pal 
States. 

Let us go a little further. Some correspon­
dence on the agent-State proposal was quoted 
by the hon. member. It is true that during 
the last couple of years work in connection 
with war-service land settlement has lagged. 

I am not disputing that fact. I am not 
trying to hide it-the whole world kn~ws it. 
However, I have given the reason for It. 
When the matter was discussed in its early 
stage this State thought it desirable to 
retain control of its land tenure instead of 
handing it over to some other authority. _In 
addition, the cost of placmg an ex-serviCe 
man on the laud was lower then than it is 
today and having regard to all the circum­
stanc~s Queensland decided to accept the 
principal-State conditions. 

I want to emphasise the fact that the 
report of the Rural Reconstruction Com­
mittee, on which soldier settlement is largely 
based advocated State control of the settle­
ment 'scheme, with substm1tial financial help 
from the Commonwealth. That was the whole 
tenor of the discussion bet,\·een the Common­
wealth and the States. I have to admit that 
a Labour Federal Government were in power 
at the time and that they would not agree 
with the desires of some of the State Govern­
ments. I repeat that in the early stages the 
desire of the State to exercise control over 
its own tenure instead of handing it to 
someone else, which would have been neces­
sary under the agent-State scheme governed 
the decision in Queensland, where 93 per 
cent. of the land is held under leasehold 
tenure and naturally we desire to continue 
it. If we had agreed to the agent-State 
principle we should possibly have witnessed 
the conversion of our leasehold land to free­
hold at the hands of the anti-Labour Govern­
ment if in power. That was a possibility. 

JUr. Walsh: And the Commonwealth 
owning the land too. 

]Ur. FOLEY: And the Commonwealth 
owning the land. That was one reason why 
the Premier of this State hesitated about 
coming under the agent-States provision. Of 
course there was the other factor that at 
that time the cost of installing a new 
selector was not as high as it is today, and 
the State Premier and Treasurer realised 
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then that a reasonably good job would be 
done at the prevailing cost. It was then 
estimated that it would cost between £4,000 
and £5,000 to place a settler on the land, 
and it was never expected that the figure 
would rise to £10,000, as it has today. The 
financial conditions were totally different in 
the early stages of the scheme from what 
they are now. 

Perhaps some hon. members opposite 
might question the cost of £10,000 to which 
I have referred, but I made use of these 
figures in a previous debate, and I am sure 
it woulu be worth my whi'e having them 
recordeu again now. I pointed out in a 
previous delwte that a special committee con­
sisting of Common wealth aml State repre­
scntntives-otricers of the \Yar Service Land 
Settlement Department, the State Depart­
ment of' Public Lands, Agricultural Bank, 
and the Department of Agriculture and 
Stock-met for the purpose of -arriving at th« 
minimum cost required to place settlers on 
the land, one of them a dairyman carrying 
on dairying and beef-raising in addition, 
and the other a grnin-grow<'r also carrying 
on beef-raising in addition to the cultivation 
of grain. These are the min~mum figures that 
they have supplied-

Cost of Cost for 
dairying Grain-

Item. plus beef growing 

production. plus beef 
production. 

----· 
£ £ 

Dwel!ing 
machin~;.y shed 

1,200 1,200 
Barn and 300 300 
Bails 

(inciudes "t'aci!itie~ 
250 .. 

Yards 
for hand spray for ticks) 300 300 

Equipped water point .. 1,500 1,500 
Second water point .. 1,000 1,000 . 
Fencing-

Boundary 5 miles, 
Internal 3 ntiles 

(about £120 per mile) 
Ringbarking (area to be 

1,000 1,000 

brought up to 600 acres) 600 600 
Clearing for cultivation .. 300 1,200 

Plant and machinery 
(100 acres) (400 acres) .. 1,480 4,500 

Milking machines .. .. 420 
Stock .. .. .. 1,030 1,030 
Refrigeration .. .. 300 .. 
Trnck .. .. .. 350 350 
Miscellaneous .. .. 100 100 

Totals .. .. 10,130 13,080 

I point out that they are definitely on the 
conservative silie, and they indicate what is 
happening today compared with the time 
when the principal-State idea was adopted 
by the Gm·ernment in the earlier stages of 
thiR scheme. 

The whole tenor of the attack on the 
Go,·ermnent bv the hon. member for Mt. 
Coot-tha was on the basis of principal-State 
versus agent-Stnte conditions. It is rather 
interesting to notire that first of all the 
hon. member eulogised the advantages of the 
agent-State conditions and then he casti­
gated the Government for considering a 
transfer to agent-State conditions which we 
have pointeu out >Ye are prepa~ed to do. 
The hon. member cannot have it both ways; 
he must make up his minu what he wants. 

The proposal that Queensland come under 
an agent-State conuition originated from the 
Commonwealth Government through Mr. Kent 
Hughes. We were charged by Mr. Kent 
Hughes, officially anu publicly, with not 
going fast enough and he suggested that 
we take the agent-State conditions. I will 
quote his letter, which indicates the type of 
man we are dealing with. One would 
imagine from his statements that he was 
spending all the money available for war­
son-ice land settlement in this State. His 
letter reads as follows:-

''Minister for the Interior, 
"Canberra, A.C.T., 

''14th November, 1952. 
''Dear Mr. Minister,-

'' 'rhe Commonwealth Government is 
concerned about the slowing down of 
Soldier Settlement in the Principal States. 
Soldier Settlement is also vital to the 
expansion of the Nation's food programme. 

''It has been apparent that this financial 
year your State has been unable to sustain 
the former rate of settlement though the 
Hcheme is only about one third completed 
anu the increased flow of materials, 
machinery and labour would permit an 
increase in the tempo of settlement. 

''To overcome this Jag in settlement, 
the Commonwealth is prepared to offer 
your State the opportunity to operate as 
from the next financial year on the same 
basis as the States of South Australia, 
\Vestern Australia and Tasmania. I am 
enclosing copy of the conditions under 
which Commonwealth :funds are made 
available to those States and suggest the 
formulation of an arrangement along 
similar lines for the operation of a scheme 
in your State. 

''Would it be convenient for you to be 
present at a conference commencing at 
10 a.m. on Tuesday 25th November at 
Canberra to which I am also inviting the 
New South Wales and Victorian Ministers 
administering War Service Land SettlQ­
ment.'' 

''Yours sincerely, 
"(Sgd.) W. S. Kent Hughes." 

''The Honourable T. A. Foley, M.L.A., 
'' :0finister for Lands, 

Brisbane, Queensland.'' 

An invitation to the conference was accepted 
but owing to the illness of Mr. Kent Hughes 
the conference did not take place till 
31 March, 1953. Sir Philip McBride presided. 
At that conference I pointed out that we 
were prepared to accept in principal the 
snggestion that we come under the agent­
State scheme. 

lUr. l\lorris: But you made your own 
conditions. 

~rr. FOI,EY: Of course. What is wrong 
v;ith that~ Who can object to the 
conditions~ Nobody. As a matter of fact, 
conditions we suggested are really an 
advantage to the Commonwealth. They were 
that we wished to retain sovorei.<.;nty of our 
land and complete control of our land. What 
is wrong with that~ To do so we do not ask, 
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as other Governments do, that the Common­
wealth buy the land for war-service settle­
ment. We were prepared to do that ourselves. 
We are still prepared to do that and, that 
being so, how in the name of God could 
any Government object to having the scheme 
based on our control of the land~ In 
Western Australia, South Australia and 
Tasmania the Commonwealth Government have 
to buy the land and naturally therefore have 
the right to control the collections from that 
land until the indebtedness is paid off. As 
a matter of fact, as far as the Commonwealth 
Government is concerned, that would be in 
perpetuity. The only alteration we suggested 
was that we would find the land and make 
it available and that we therefore retain 
control of that land. What Government 
could logically complain against that 
condition r It was an advantage to the 
Commonwealth Government, inasmuch as that 
Government would not have to raise the 
necessary money either from loans or 
reYenue, which in our case is bordering on 
£1,000,000. If we can save them that outlay, 
what is wrong with the preposal ~ That i& 
the only condition on which we insisted. 1 
informed Sir Philip McBride on 9 April 
tl,at Cabinet was prepared or had agreed 
in principle to the agent-State conditions, 
amended as I have stated in this debate. At 
a later date, Sir Philip McBride acknow­
ledged that letter and later again the Deputy 
Premier of Queensland officially intimated to 
the Commonwealth Government-

" My Dear Acting Prime Minister, 
''I refer to the proposal that Queensland 

should transfer from principal to agent­
State status for conducting war service land 
settlement. 

"My Government has agreed in 
principle that the conditions of agent­
States are acceptable, if amended to 
provide that the State acquires the land, 
determines the terms and conditions of the 
lease and collects and retains the rentals. 

''Advice to this effect was forwarded to 
the Hon. the Acting Minister for the 
Interior on 9 April, 1953, by my colleague, 
the Hon. the Minister for Lands, who 
suggested that if the proposal was accept­
able in principle, officers of the Department 
of the Interior, and the Department of 
Public Lands should examine it in detail. 

''It will be appreciated that in planning 
the developmental works of this State, it 
is very necessary to know under wliat con­
ditions war-service land settlement will be 
conducted and it would be very much 
appreciated if an early decision in this 
matter could be made. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) John E. Duggan, 

Acting Premier.'' 
As hon. members know, the matter was 
delayed and we find that on 17 July, after 
the financial year had ended, this letter was 
receiYed from Sir Arthur Fad den:-

''I refer again to your letter of 19th 
June, 1953, concerning the proposed trans­
fer of Queensland from principal to agent­
State status for conducting war-service 
land settlement. 

''My Government has considered the 
proposals submitted on behalf of your 
Government by the Minister for Lands of 
your State, and has decided that, as the 
Loan Council has determined the 1953-1954 
allocation of loan moneys, the amendments 
proposed by you should not be considered 
for the year 1953-1954." 

In other words, he was politely wiping off 
our acceptance of the proposal made to us 
previously. 

We went a little further, and on 21 August, 
1953, the Acting Premier wrote again to the 
Prime Minister pointing out that the fact that 
loan funds had been allocated should not be 
any obstacle to arriving at a definite agree­
ment. If it involved a refund of loan moneys 
to the Commonwealth, it was only a matter 
of having a conference to discuss the point 
and arrange for the refund, if that had been 
necessary, but I submit that no refund would 
have been involved. 

Mr. Enms: Would it not have affected 
the Commonwealth Budget~ 

lUr. FOLEY: Of course not. If the hon. 
member cares to study the Commonwealth 
Treasurer's Budget he will see what is done. 
He will disco\'er that the amount of loan 
money raised by the Commonwealth is 
comparatively small. He will learn that the 
bulk of the finance comes from revenue. In 
any event, if that was the only stumbling 
block, the whole position could have been 
discussed at a conference and an adjustment 
made very easily. The whole point is that 
the proposal was first submitted by Mr. Kent 
H ughes in his desire to speed up soldier settle­
ment in this and the other States. Queensland 
accepted the proposal, with the simple amend­
ment I have outlined. Queensland has carried 
out the agreement to the letter. We have now 
reached the point at which costs have doubled 
and it is impossible for either Queensland, 
New South Wales or Victoria to carry on the 
same programmes of work as we were carrying 
out when costs were lower, especially when 
we remember that we now have less loan 
money than we had when those costs were 
much lower. 

Again, it is sheer nonsense for the hon. 
member for Mt. Coot-tha to suggest that 
Queensland chose to be a principal State in 
the first instance because this State Govern­
ment thought they would be doing better 
for themselves as a principal State. We 
thought that we should have control of our 
land, and that was the main thought prompt­
ing the decision of our Premiers. 

It is also completely wrong for the hon. 
member to suggest that under the agent-State 
system the Commonwealth made a grant to 
the settler. Let me point out here that it 
makes absolutely no difference whatever to 
the returned soldier whether he is settled 
under agent-State or principal-State condi­
tions. 

Under any of the schemes he has to pay 
back any advance made to him; there is no 
gift or grant hy the Commonwealth Govern­
ment. As a matter of fact, when you snm 
up the whole position you find that 
£61,353,713 was expended by the principal 
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States as against £24,145,214 by the Com­
monwealth Government on the agent-States 
basis. That shows how much the Common­
wealth gaYe away, and when one compares 
Queensland's expenditme one will see that 
the Commonwealth did not give very much 
away. As I have said, over £9,000,000 was 
expended from all sources by the State Gov­
ernment in he! ping ex-service men to bny 
farms and improve their lalll1, as against the 
miserly £318,000 from the Federal Govern­
ment. Is it any wonder that at the last two 
Premiers' conferences the States have 
appe,cJed to the Commonwealth for more 
generous help f That Government get front­
page publicity in every newspaper in Aus­
tralia for their work for ex-service men but 
when one compa,·es whnt Queensland has 
expended with what the Commomyealth 
Go.-crument have goh·en one finds that it is 
in the ratio of £31 expended by the State 
to £1 expended by the Commonwealth. 

I have dealt a little more extensively than 
I proposed with that matter but I have 
demonstrated that Queensland has made an 
extremely good showing, especially in the 
face of the adverse circumstances of the last 
two years. I had the opportunity in 1952 of 
attending a Premiers' Conference and a Loan 
Council meeting and one found there that as 
a result of a policy of reduced loan expendi­
ture and increased taxation adopted by the 
Fede,·al Government, exactly the same story 
was told by each State, and eYen the agent­
States were pleading for more generous help 
from the Common wealth. Why? I heard the 
Leader of the Opposition 'ay thnt we were 
singing onr 'ong of '' Gihbit.'' WhY is ewry 
State pleading for more fnnds? It is because 
of the deliberate policy laid down hy the 
Commonwealth GoYernment and follmYed by 
that Govemment O\'er the la<t three year~. 
which has resulted in a hamstringing of tlie 
activities of the State. 

Il'fr. Iliorris: You don't spend the money 
you get. 

]Jr. FOLEY: Don't we. 

lUr. I\Iorris: No. 

Mr. FOLEY: In 1952, when the Premier 
came back from a Loan Council meeting, he 
had approximately £21,000,000 as against 
his programme of £30,000,000 and on that 
occasion we had to make up the difference 
between the two figures to prevent unemploy­
ment and depression in this State. Hon. 
members opposite cannot argue that we 
have not spent money. The same thing 
occurred this year, when our Treasurer and 
Acting Premier returned from Canberra with 
less funds for this State than they thought 
desirable. Their submissions to the Loan 
Council were for a greater figure than the 
sum they received. Hon. members opposite 
suggest that it is only a matter of waving 
a hand and you can get all the things 
required to develop the State. 

In conclusion, I remind hon. members that 
it is expected that a conference will be con­
vened by Mr. Kent Hughes, who is in charge 
of war-service land settlement under the 
Commonwealth Government, and at that con­
ference the matter of agent States will be 

brought up. In response to a suggestion by 
Mr. Kent Hughes, we have already offered 
to come under that system. That offer will 
Le carried out with the slight amendment to 
which I have referred, that is, that we, 
instead of the Commonwealth, will buy the 
land, we >vill make it available to returned 
men, and the Commonwealth wilf find all the 
other capital expenditure, as they are doing 
in the case of other States. If they agree 
to that proposal we shall have an opportunity 
of seeing whether an improvement will take 
place in contributions by the Commonwealth 
C overnment. 

]Ir. NICI{LJN (Landsborough-Leader 
of the Opposition) (12.11 p.m.): For the 
last hour we have been listening to the Secre­
taTV for Public Lands and Irrigation endeav­
ouring to justify the terrific mess this 
Government have made of soldier settlement 
in this State. Unfortunately I have not suffi­
cient time to deal with this matter adequately, 
but I might say very briefly that he has 
adopted exactly the same tactics as the 
'l'reasurer does when he is endeavouring to 
justify himself. He has misrepresented the 
true picture of soldier settlement in this 
State. He said that Queensland has helped 
more returned soldiers than any other State 
in A]Istralia, but he cannot get away from tiie 
fact that in assistance granted under the 
War Service Laud Settlement Act, Queens­
land has the worst record of any State in the 
Commonwealth. That fact cannot be contro­
verted by the misleadi,1g statements made by 
the ::i1inister this morning. He has contended 
that every few pounds advanced under the 
Agricultural Bank Act to help a returned 
soldier has settled a returned soldier on the 
land. The real fact, however, is that those 
men haye settled themselves on the land as 
the result of their own initiative. They got 
on the land in the first place by the use of 
their o>m capital, and all that the Govern­
ment have done through the Agricultural 
Bank has been to help them bv supplementing 
their capital. The Gowrnment contend that 
those men have been settled on the land as 
the result of the Government's efforts nnder 
the War Service Land Settlement Act. That 
is not so. 

J.Ur. Walsh: The Minister did not say 
anything of the sort. 

1Ur. NICKLIN: He implied that in every 
statement he made. By misrepresenting the 
help that has been given to returned soldiers 
in this State, he has endeavoured to build 
up a case for his Government. Whatever 
the Minister said, he cannot get away from 
the fRet thRt Queensland has made a tragic 
mess of soldier settlement in this State and 
has settled fewer soldiers on the land than 
any other State in the Commonwealth, not­
withstanding the fact that Queensland has 
greater opportunities for the settling of 
soldiers on the land than any other State 
in the Commonwealth. 

The Government cannot, by misquoting and 
mishandling figures, get away from their 
real record, whicl~ is known only too vvell to 
those disappointed returned men who have 
endea\'oured unsnccessfully to get some help 
from the Government under the vVar Service 
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Land Settlement Act. I hope that something 
will come out of the pending negotiations to 
give the quecnsland returned soldiers the 
opportunity that has been g•iven to the 
retmned men in the other States. 

Now let me come to a consideration of 
the Financial Statement itself. At the 
outset let me say that the Treasurer starts 
off with much satisfaction at the fact that 
he is able to present his second Budget 
surplus to Parliament. I congratulate him 
on presenting his second Budget surplus but 
might I tell hl:n that he was mighty lucky to 
be able to do 1t and that he was able to do 
it only because over the past 12 months he 
has very shrewdly done some political jug­
gling of State funds with the idea of creating 
a fals,e impression for election purposes. As 
a result of that political juggling of State 
funds the Government gained an advantage 
at the recent elections. Do not forget that 
the theme at the last elections was that the 
Federal Government were a great big bad 
wolf that would not give this State the 
money it needed to carry out developmental 
work and so give employment to the workers 
here. Do not forget also that in this very 
Financial Statement that the Treasurer 
presented to us we find that he has plenty of 
money and perhaps more than he knows what 
to do with. Despite the fact that 12 months 
ago, when presenting the Budget to the 
Committee, he said that as the result of the 
wise conservation of funds there would be 
plenty of money to enable the Government 
to carry out their activities we now know 
that in order to suit his own political 
purposes he permitted unemployment to exist 
in this State, he allowed the State assets to 
depreciate just to create the impression that 
we were being badly treated by the Federal 
Government, just to give the State Govern· 
ment that theme song. That is why I say 
that the Treasurer was very lucky to be able 
to express so much satisfaction throughout 
his Financial Statement this year. Acts such 
as those, which the Treasurer and the Govern­
ment carried out in mishandling the State's 
funds for political purposes over the past 12 
months, are no credit either to the hon. 
gentleman or to the Government themselves. 

Mr. Walsh: You seem to be worried 
because >ve have so much money. 

Thlr. NICKLIN: I am not worried about 
what money the hon. gentleman has but I 
am worried about its wise and proper 
expenditure. If hon. members opposite are 
satisfied at the way in which public funds 
have been mishandled up to the last elections 
they are easily satisfied. All they are con­
cerned about is political expediency, not 
political decency in the handling of the 
financial affairs of this State. 

Let us have a look at the Budget. It side­
steps the real problems of the State and 
SR crificcs the interests of the people on the 
altar of Labour propaganda. It is a buck­
passing Budget, without a single redeeming 
fe~lture, and without a single constructive 
idea or proposal that might bring about anv 
real imnrovement or help to overcome th~ 
serious -difficulties with >vhich the industries 
of the State are now faced. The alleged 

shortage of funds alleged by the Treusurer 
from ever;· public platform from one end of 
Queensland to another is made to look 
ridiculous by the fact that despite a record 
railway deficit of £4,660,550 the Government 
fini~hed the year with a total credit balance 
in cash and liquid funds of £19,511,886. 

The financial position, which is plain for 
everyone to see, emphasises the point that 
the Government did not use the financial 
resources of this State wisely; they were 
used politically for their own purposes dur· 
ing the last 12 months. The Government 
have made themselves absolutely ridiculous 
because they prefaced the reply to every 
tin-pot request with the statement, ''Owing 
to the shortage of loan moneys, we cannot 
do this.'' Recently we had an example 
when an application was made by a Govern­
ment employee for eleetric-light amenities 
of such a nature that if a private 
employer did not supply them he would 
find himself in the Industrial Court, and the 
reply of the Government was that owing 
to the shortage of loan moneys they could 
not spend a few bob on giving their 
employees electric light, etc. They are making 
themselves absolutely ridiculous by the con­
stant cry of shortage of money when they 
have the large liquid funds that I have 
pointed out are available to them. 

Let us continue. Following on the lines 
of previous Queensland Budgets, and helped 
by the fact that the deplorable practice of 
having one Government raising money for 
another to spend still exists, this Budget 
continues the spurious attack upon the Com­
monwealth Government as the only excuse 
left for its own deficiencies. Under the 
same Commonwealth Government whom the 
Treasurer wastes so much time on con­
demning, South Australia, not with a I1abour 
Government but with a Country-Liberal 
Government, have ceased to be in need of 
their Federal disability grant. Queensland, 
after 35 years of Labour government, has 
become a claimant for a special disability 
grant. What a commentary on Labour 
Governments in this State! 

It is significant that this Budget does not 
tackle the real problems that face the 
people and industry of this State at the 
present time. Those real problems, which 
affect not only Governments but industries 
ulso, particularly those subject to com­
petition, are excessive costs, both capital 
costs and working costs. That position 
would be made worse, not better, by more 
Government spending or by greater supplies 
of money from the Commonwealth Govern­
ment that the Treasurer and his Govern­
ment are continually advocating. One would 
have thought, in view of the seriousness of 
this problem, that we should have found 
something in the Budget relating to how 
we should tackle this problem as it affects 
vital Government finance. It vitally affects 
the Railway Department, which spends a 
large sum of money and whose financial 
affairs have a vital effect on the Budget. 
Yet we find not one single constructive 
idea in the whole of the 30 pages read by 
the Treasurer dealing with how to tackle 
this problem if we are to retain sound 
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economic conditions. The outstanding 
impression is that the welfare of the 
people depends entirely on the amount the 
Queensland Government have to spend, but 
you do not find any mention by the 
Treasurer of the credit that should be given 
to industry for the part it plays in main­
taining the economic position of Queensland. 
Do not let us forget that Government 
expenditure is responsible for only 20 per 
cent. 

llir. Walsll: Are you sure about that? 

llir. ='iiCKLIN: Perhaps the hon. gentle­
man will say it is only 19.75 per cent. and 
consequently I am wrong. Private industry 
is responsible for approximately 80 per cent. 
of the economic effort in this State but it is 
not wmthy of any mention in the Budget. 
All one gets is the continual cry that the 
prosperity of Queensland and the welfare of 
the people of this State are being handi­
capped because the Commonwealth Govern­
ment has not lent enough money. 

The second impression of the Budget is 
that the Commonwealth Government are a 
foreign Government who get their money 
from foreign sources. Reading pages and 
pages of condemnation and diatribe against 
the Federal Government one gets the 
impression that that Government are not 
within our own Commonwealth but are some 
foreign Government who have no interest or 
concern in the affairs of Queensland. 

The third impression is that the people 
of Queensland do not contribute towards the 
money that came from the Commonwealth. 
Queensland makes its contributions to the 
moneys that the Commonwealth Government 
lwve to hand out to the States but one would 
not think so on reading this Budget. One 
gets the impression that the Commonwealth 
Government did not get any money whatever 
from Queensland but got it all from outside 
svurces and consequently should hand out 
more and more to this State. 

The fourth rather outstanding impression 
is that the size and not the quality of Govern­
ment spending is all that matters. So long 
as it is spent on a great project involving 
tens of millions of pound~ it must be worth 
while. The Treasurer is not concerned with 
the economics of such a scheme and what 
will be the result of the expenditure of all 
that money. The larger the scheme and the 
larger the amount of money expended, irres­
pective of its value the more that scheme is 
valued by the Treasurer and his Government. 

Let us think of one large expenditure of 
money that the Treasurer does not say 
very much about, i.e., the large expenditure 
that this State has made in various housing 
schemes. Is the hon. gentleman satisfied that 
he· is getting value £1 for £1 for the millions 
of pounds invested in prefabricated houses 
introduced into this State~ It would be verv 
interesting if we had an inquiry into the 
actual costs of the various pre-fab proposals 
in this State. I think it would be found that 
this State is not getting value for the money, 
that the State has overspent itself >Yhen it 

advances the amount of money it has to 
import these homes, many of which are not 
suitable for Queensland conditions and many 
not up to the standards required and all of 
them to cost this State much more than 
comparable buildings constructed from local 
materials. 

l\Ir. !)eyries: They have roofs over their 
heads. 

llir. NICKLIN: They have roofs over 
their heads but the roofs will not keep out 
the weather. Is the hon. gentleman satis­
fied with that~ Anc1 a roof that does not do 
that is a mighty costly roof. One of the 
reasons wily emphasis is being placed on this 
expenditure of large sums of money, irres­
pective of results, is that heavy expenditure 
during times of national stress has created 
false ideas and such ideas have been fostered 
since by the Labour Government because they 
suit the interests of the Labour Party. Time 
and time >Ye see hon. members rising and 
asking, '' vV e could get money for war. Why 
can we not get it for peace~' ' Th€ 
Treasurer knows only too well that we are 
able to get these moneys in war-time because 
1ve mortgage our very existence. He knows 
that under the stress of national danger we 
do things that are not expected to be done 
in times of peace. But it suits hon. members 
opposite to use that false idea that has been 
fostered by political parties, and as a result 
of this pernicious propaganda the sound 
principles of economics are being increas­
ingly discarded and new fantastic notions of 
easy money have taken their place. As a 
result, we have found creeping into the 
economic structure of Queensland a con­
dition of State Socialism that the people of 
this State do not want, as has been evidenced 
by their votes on many occasions. This State 
Socialism has reached formidable dimensions. 

JUr. Walsh: Your own C.O.D. is 
guaranteed for £1,250,000 by the Government. 

JUr. NICKLIN: And the Government 
h&ve valuable assets for it. If all the 
business investments of the Government were 
as sound as that, the Treasurer would have 
no worries at all. 

As a result of this propaganda people have 
become puzzled. The easy money has become 
a delusion and a snare and the promised gains 
have proved to be illusory. They no not 
realise that they have been caught in a web 
of Labour propaganda. The present 
deplorable condition under which one 
Government are supplying money for another 
Government to spend has made the 
Treasurer's job one of easy responsibility 
and there has never been a more irrespon­
sible Treasurer in this State than the present 
occupant of that position when it comes to 
using the moneys of this State for his own 
political purposes. It has also given 
a semblance of truth to his spurious 
propaganda. 

But let us compare the present Treasurer's 
outlook on the financial affairs of this State 
with the sound outlook of previous Queens­
land Treasurers, of former Labour men who 
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were not bitten by the socialistic bug that is 
gnawing at hon. members of the present 
Government. Let ns go back to the early days 
of the Labour Party, and first I refer to 
Mr. Daviu Bowman, a grand old man of the 
Labour Pmty who did much to found the 
great Australian Labour Party. When speak­
ing to the Budget in 1910, he said-

"vVell, speaking for myself, and I know 
that a number of members agree with me, 
while we are prepared to support a borrow­
ing policy for reproductive works, we 
should be careful in the amount we borrow. 
We should only have restricted borrowing 
_ ... I think it would be a big mistake for 
this Government or any other Government 
to go in for borrowing indiscriminately.'' 

JUr. Walsh: Did you say he was a 
Treasurer~ 

-:\Ir. NICJ{LJN: No. I said he was one 
of the grand old founders of the Labour 
Party. Compare Mr. Bowman's attitude with 
that of the present Treasurer. It does not 
matter how much money is given to him, he 
still wants more to spend. I point out here 
that the loan expenditure about which Mr. 
Bowman was speaking on that occasion was 
£1,995,301, of which £1,686,451 was for rail­
ways and £249,429 for loans to local bodies, 
whereas the loans for 1953-1954, including 
those for local bodies, totalled £43,341,000 
and, according to the Treasurer, this amount 
is not nearly enough. If he had twice as 
much he would still want more. 

In 1913 the late Mr. Theodore had this 
to say-

'' There is no doubt that the interest 
burden in connection with the expenditure 
of Loan moneys is borne to a large extent 
by the primary producers and to an 
enormous extent by the workers of the 
State.'' 

Undoubtedly that is a fact, but the Treasurer 
does not come out on the political platform 
and tell the workers and the primary pro­
ducers of that fact. He simply says that 
he wants more money than he is getting, and 
he does not worry as to who will pay it 
back. He knows full well that it must 
inevitably fall on the worker and the primary 
producer of this State to pay it back. 

Mr. Theodore said also-
'' Everyone in the community pays the 

taxation, because it is passed on. The 
consumers are really paying the tax; it 
is passed on to them. ' ' 

The Treasurer cannot say that those state­
ments made by the late Mr. Theotlore were 
not sound. 

lUr. Walsh: We are carrying out his 
policy. 

lUr. NICKLIN: And the late Mr. 
McCormack in 1926 said-

" It must be admitted that, in the last 
analysis, the great bulk of the people 
carry the great bulk of taxation.'' 

That also is true, but hon. members opposite 
do not think anything about that today when 
their great cr:v is that they have not enough 
money to spend. 

l\Ir. Walsh: This Government have not 
increased taxation. 

l\Ir. NICKLIN: Why. the Treasurer is 
in the very happy position of being able to 
get a considerable amount of money from 
another Government who have to increase 
taxation to give him what he wants. He must 
not forget that he made a very stout effort, 
in put~ing up railway freights and fares in 
order to get a few bob together. 

It is interesting to compare the Budget 
presented by the Treasurer with those pre­
sented in previous years in this State, and 
after reading those Budgets one can come 
to only one conclusion, that a Queensland 
Labour Budget has no relationship to facts, 
it depends upon whether a Labour or non­
Labour Government are in office at Canberra. 
The present Budget is no exception. 

Let us look back to the 1949-1950 Budget 
presented in this Chamber, and I ask hon. 
members to note that this Budget was 
delivered in the last year of the Chifley 
administration. I quote these words from it-

'' The Loan programme approved for 
Queensland is £11,959,000 which is reduced 
tentatively to £9,208,430, but the full sum 
will be made available if it is required. 
A sum of £1,250,000 is included for Queens­
land under the Commonwealth State Rental 
Housing Scheme.'' 

There was not one word of criticism or com­
plaint about the inadequacy of funds allocated 
to Queensland because the Government in 
office at Canberra were of the same political 
colour as hon. members opposite. -

We find also in that 1949-1950 Budget the 
following in regard to income-tax reimburse­
ments-

' 'I submit now another table showing the 
increased allocations to Queensland in 
recent years-

1945-1946 
1946-1947 
1947-1948 
1948-1949 
1949-1950 

£5,821,000 
£6,601,000 
£7.,426,125 
£8,832,622 

£11,535,000'' 

The Budget Speech on that occnsion 
proceeded to give much praise to the Oom­
momwalth Government for such help to 
Queensland and for giving £1,634,000 under 
the Federal Aiel Roads and -works Agree­
ment. Mark you, of comse, a Labour 
Government were in power in Canberra at 
that time. 

Now let ns turn to the 1953-54 Budget. 
Before contrasting statements in thG present 
Budget with those when the Ohifley Govern­
ment were in power, let us first examine the 
figures relating to allocations to Queensland. 
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They make very interesting reading indeed. 
The figures for 1949-1950 and 1953-1954 
respectively are as follows-

Income Tax Reimbursement 
State Loan Works 
Housing . . . . . . 
Semi and Local Government 
Commonwealth Aid l~oad 

Grants 

Total .• 

1949-1950. 1953-19:>4. 

£ 
11,539,000 

7,861,000 
1,250,000 
8,292,000 

1,634,000 

30,576,000 

£ 
22,718,000 
18,450,000 

4,500,000 
20,391,000 

2,995,000 

69,054,000 

'l'he figure under the heading ' 'Semi and 
Local Government'' excludes loans and 
subsiclies from the State Government 
totnlling approximately £5,000,000. 

1\Ir. Walsll: How would you like to 
relate those figures to costs~ 

lUr. NICKLIN: I will relate them to 
costs very shortly. In the short space of 
four years, most of' those payments have 
more than doubled and the overall increase 
hns been 132 per cent.! Is nny grntitude 
expressed by the Treasurer for the liberal 
treatment he has received from the Federal 
Government~ 

1\Ir. Walsll: Why should it be? 

::\Ir. NICKLIN: That is the attitude of 
the Minister. Why should he be gruteful to 
a Government who are not of the same 
political colour as himselH Although the 
Federal Government have increased the 
amount made available to him by more than 
132 per cent., he expresses no gratitude but 
only abuse. 

Let us keep those facts in mind and turn 
now to the statements in the current Budget. 
Dealing with the loan programme, the 
·rreasurer has said-

" It will be noticed that the State's 
share of public borrowing is considerably 
less than two years ago, and in such a 
circumstance limitation of development 
cannot be avoided.'' 

1: t is the old, old story that limitation of 
development is necessary because of the 
alleged shortage of funds. In 1949-1950, 
uncler Mr. Chif!ey, the amount was £9,111,000 
and there was nothing but praise from hon. 
members opposite. In the present year, 
umler an anti-Labour Government, it is 
£22,950,000, yet we find nothing but abuse 
coming from the Treasurer and hon. members 
opposite. 

I,et us turn to a quotation in the previous 
Budget and compare it with the quotation 
un~er. the same ]leading in this year's Bm1get. 
Thrs IS what was said under the heading of 
''Income Tax Reimbursement''-

''States have been compelled to prepare 
their Budgets on tax reimbursement grants 
totalling £142,450,000 or a reduction of 
£23,451,000 from the figure they regarded 
ns necessary.'' 

In ]949-1950, under Mr. Chif!ey, £11,500,000 
was quite satisfactory to hon. members 

opposite but now, when they get £22,700,000, 
it is uot neal"ly enough, notwithstanding the 
fact that in previous years they have been 
unable to spend all the loan moneys allocated 
to them. 

Let us examine this continual squeal from 
hon. members opposite in respect of loan 
raisings. They forget that Queensland is a 
sovereign State and it could, if it so desired, 
withdraw from the existing agreement with 
the other States and raise its own moneys. 
I venture to say that on their present credit­
worthiness the Queensland Government would 
not be able to raise ten bob, to say nothing 
of the many millions they say they need. 
'rhey give no credit whatever to the Federal 
Government for their generosity towards the 
Stnte, not only in the current financial year 
but in previous years. And the generosity 
of the present Federal Government is much 
greater even than the figures showing the 
allocations made from time to time. For 
instance, from 1951 to 1954 the Common­
wealth guaranteed State loans amounting to 
over £237,000,000. It was absolutely impos­
sible for that amount of money required by 
the States to be raised on the money market 
and the Commonwealth came to their aiel to 
that extent. A benevolent Federal Govern­
ment were ready to help the States with 
their development programmes, not tlnt the 
State got all that it needed but it got at 
least enough to enable it to carry on its 
activities. 

Mr. Hilton: What would the Federal 
Government have done with their excess tax 
collections if they had not handed them to 
the States~ 

lUr. NICKLIN: They would have done 
what they should have clone, that is, left the 
States to their own resources and reduced 
their own taxation. Even at the expense of 
making themselves politically unpopular they 
were prepared to help the States with their 
1 rogrumme of works ancl in one case even 
increased taxation for that deliberate pur­
pose. Yet the Secretary for Public vYorks 
and Housing and others condemn the Federal 
Government for not giving them enough 
money for their activities. They have given 
them far too much money now and when the 
day o±' reckoning comes they and their 
departmental spending will be a very sorry 
picture indeed. 

Let us have a look at the generous treat­
ment that the Commonwealth Government 
have extended to the States. In addition to 
guaranteeing a loan of £74,000,000, the Com­
momv0alth Government provided £152,000,000 
out of their O\Yll money. In 1952-1953 they 
guaranteed lonns amounting to £58,700,000 
and added £131,500,000 pounds from their 
own money in order to meet State require­
ments. In the current year the;v hope to raise 
£105,000,000 from loan funds and to provide 
£95,000,000 from their own resources to 
enable State programmes to be carried out. 
If loan raisings do not come up to expecta­
tion there is no doubt that the Federal 
Government will strnin their own resources 
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still further in order to help the States. But 
what thanks do they get for that~ All they 
get is constant abuse from the States and in 
this State a chorus of abuse led by the 
Treasurer. For the three years 1951-1952 to 
1953-1954 the direct Commonwealth contribu­
tion to the works programmes of the States 
is over 61 per cent. of the total. That is a 
pretty stout effort and let me emphasise this 
point-that never before had any Federal 
Government made such generous conhibutions 
to the States. These are not contributions 
from a Labour Federal Government; a 
Labour Federal Government would not be so 
generous to the States. These are contri­
butions from a non-Labour Federal Govern­
ment and what do they get in return for 
them~ They got nothing but political abuse 
and political misrepresentation. 

~Ir. Walsh: Do you suggest we got our 
fair share compared with the other States~ 

lir. NICKLIN: What I suggest is that 
the Treasurer has more money than he has 
been able to spend, so he must have been 
adequately treated. As I said in the previous 
debate if the whole £617,300,000 that was 
raised during the last three yE'ars by loan 
was given to the Treasurer, he still would 
not be satisfied. When we look at the many 
contributions made to Queensland by the 
Commonwealth Government, we realise that 
they have not treated this State badly. 

lUr. Walsh: Compared with other States? 

Mr. NICKLIN: It has not been badly 
treated. 

Mr. Walsh: Compared with other States? 

~[r. NICKLIN: Take any comparison 
you like. In answer to a question that I 
asked the Treasurer, he gave a list of pay· 
ments received from the Commonwealth for 
1952-1953, other than for loan projects, total­
ling £27,507,755, but with his usual astute­
ness he omitted to mention many other 
contributions that the Commonwealth Govern­
ment have made to this State directly and 
indirectly. 

1\Ir. Walsh: Through the State Treasury. 

1\Ir. NICKLIN: Not necessarily through 
the State Treasury, but some of them that 
the Treasurer forgot to mention were through 
the State Treasury. 

1\Ir. Walsh: Name them. 

~Ir. NICKLIN: I will name them. The 
Treasurer omitted to mention payments 
totalling over £6,000,000 that this State 
received, and instead of getting £27,500,000, 
as the Treasurer has mentioned, this State 
received approximately £33,500,000. Let us 
have a look at some of the payments omitted 
by the Treasurer. The following are estimated 
figures for the year 1952-1953 and the actual 
figures for 1948-1949. 

}lr. Walsh: \Vhy not give us last year's 
figures without the estimates f 

~'Ir. NICKLIN: I will give you 1952-1953, 
and the corresponding figure for 1948-1949. 
The figures are set out in the following 
table:-

Imported Houses Grant 
Price control reimbursement .. 
Coal Industry, long service leave 
Encouragement meat production 
Dairy industry subsidy 
Wheat subsidy (stock feed) .. 
Other assistance primary pro-

ducers-
Provision of fertilisers, etc ... 

(a) Estimates. 

1952-53 
(a) 

£ 
186,000 
170,000 

94,000 
350,000 

3,600,000 
740,000 

403,600 

1948-49. 

825,280 

172,635 

1\Ir. Walsh: Why did the other States 
get more~ 

1\Ir. NICKLIN: No doubt they used 
more. It is based on the quantity of butter 
and wheat produced and the quantity of fer­
tiliser used. 1\ aturally other StatPR that used 
more got more. The Treasurer knows that 
the Commonwealth cannot differentiate in 
the rate of payments to the States. That is 
one of the principles of Federation and the 
Treasurer knows it only too well. Excluding 
loan works, the total Commonwealth con­
tributions to Queensland from the Chifiey 
Government for 1948-1949 were £13,5'54,446 
and from the Menzies-Fadden Government 
for 1952-1953 they were £33,532,585. That 
is a substantial inrrease but one for which 
the Treasurer will not give credit to the 
present Commonwealth Government. 

Jir. Collins: Why do you not relate it 
to the value of money 1 

~Ir. NICKLIN: The Minister does not 
know what I was about to say. Even making 
full allowance for the depreciation in the 
value of the £ since 1949 and the increase 
in population, the Commonwealth payments 
and allocations to Queensland for 1953-
1954 are much greater than the correspond­
ing amounts for 1948-1949 and 1949-1950 
under the Chifiey Government. Notwith­
standing this, the Treasurer and hon. mem­
bers opposite give praise for the generosity 
of that Government and the way in which 
they helped this State, and only abuse for 
the Menzies-Fadden Government who have 
made such a magnificent contribution to the 
economic welfare of the State. 

!Ur. W alsh: The Snowy River scheme 
and the Leigh Creek railway? 

~Ir. NICKLIN: The Treasurer is a past­
master in endeavouring to divert an argu­
ment to other lines. I would refer the hon. 
gentleman to the speech I made on Private 
Members' Day-I have not time to repeat 
it now-when commenting on the Treasurer's 
Budget and the fact that he is not prepared 
to giYe credit where credit is due to the Com­
monwealth Government. Time and time 
again the Treasurer complains that the 
Queensland Government have been starved of 
money by the Federal Government. 

lir. Walsh: That is true. 
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~Ir. NICKLIN: He reiterates it again 
but we have these figures, which show the 
Government have received comparably more 
than they ever receiwd-whatever measure is 
applieu to the figures-from former Labom 
Governments. If the Treasurer was starved 
for funds we find, despite the record railway 
deficit last year of £4,()60,555, he finished up 
with a revenue surplus of £190,897, making 
to use his own words, 14 surpluses in the past 
15 years and a net total surplus of 
£1,256,630. Anybody could get a surplus by 
using special funds in the way in which the 
Treasurer has used them. If there had not 
been such considerable transfers from one 
fund to another, Loan fund to Trust fund, 
and expenditure out of Consolidated Revenue 
never previously made out of Consolidated 
Revenue, there would have been a very con­
siderably larger smplus than there is. One 
point to which I would d1·aw the Treasurer's 
attention to is the fact that a considerable 
sum of money has been expended out of 
Consolidated Revenue this year for work in 
the Forestry Department, which is something 
that I have bel"n ad,·ocating because rm·enues 
gained by the Forestry Department should go 
back into its own work. We all !mow it goes 
into Consolidated Heyenue; it is now getting 
for its own work a little of the money it 
raises. 

The Treasurer was verv anxious to know 
whether Queensland had been as well treated 
as the other States, his interjections leading 
one to imagine that Queensland had received 
a raw deal in the allocations compared with 
those other States. Looking at the income­
tax reimbursements grants for the year 
1952-1953, we find that the figures per head 
of population were-

·western Australia 
Queensland 
New South Wales 
South Australia 
Tasmania 
Victoria 

£ s. 
18 1 
17 10 
15 18 
1.5 13 
15 0 
14 4 

d. 
1 
8 
7 
8 
2 
5 

The average for all the States was 
£15 15s. 10d. It will be seen, therefore, that 
Queensland receiveU £1 14s. 10<1. a head 
above the average for all the States. 

~Ir. Walsh: Why not include all the 
grants~ 

lUr. NICKLIN: Because Commonwealth 
grants were in vogue a long time before 
income-tax reimbursements came into opera­
tion. The figures I have quoted do not 
include the special disability grant; they are 
based purely upon income-tax reimbursements. 
The special disability grants have no con­
nection with the figures I have quoted, and 
they came into operation long before uni­
form taxation, which was introduced in 
1942-1943. The special disability grants came 
into operation first in ·western Australia in 
1910, in Tasmania in 1912, and in South 
Australia in 19?9-1930. The fact that Queens­
land has becom" a claimant for a special 
disability grant after 35 years of Labour 
Government-

~Ir. Walsll: Who says we have become 
a claimant¥ 

JUr. NICKLIN: Is sufficient proof of its 
blighting effect. It is a great commentary 
on the success of Labour Government in this 
8tate that after 35 years of it we have· 
reached the stage where we become a claimant. 
State for a special disability grant. 

In reply to the Treasurer's interjection, I 
point out that on page 16 of his Budget 
he quotes with approval the Premier's claim 
to become ''one of the so-called mendicant 
States.'' When speaking on the Appropria­
tion Bill on 8 August, 1953, the Treasurer 
said-

'' We have reached a stage in our deve­
lopment when the States which were sup­
posed to suffer a disability because of 
Federation are now far ahead of Queensland 
in industrial development.'' 

The Treasurer said that they were the words 
of Thomas Playford, the Liberal-Cbuntry 
Party Leader in South Australia, and I point 
out that since 1915 Queensland has had 35 
years of Labour government and South Aus­
tralia only eight years. Since 1938, South 
Australia has been governed continuously by 
the Playford Liberal-Country Party Govern­
ment and Queensland continuously by a 
Labour Government, and nobody will con­
tend that South Australia has anywhere near 
the potentialities possessed by Queensland. 
South Australia is a State with an arid 
inland, virtually no coal and Yery few natural 
resources of any kind, while Queensland has 
the major part of the cattle industry of 
Australia, a tremendous tract of good sheep 
country, agricultural, dairying, and gold and 
mineral potentialities well aboYe the Austra­
lian average, as well as abundant coal supplies 
and the benefit of the great sugar industry. 
Under 15 years of non-Labour government 
since 1938 South Australia has gone ahead 
b:v leaps and bounds, whereas Queensland, one 
of the three major eastern States, has reached 
such a deplorable condition that the Acting­
Premier, Hon. J. E. Duggan, said at the 
Premiers' Conference on 10 August last-

" He would have no hesitation in recom­
mending that the Queensland Government 
examine the possibility of becominO" a 
claimant under the States Grants Com­
mission.'' 

Mr. Walsh: You actually said that we 
were a claimant State. 

~Ir. NICKLIN: The Premier also made· 
that statement during the last election 
campaign. 

Jir. Gair: I do not make any apology 
for it. 

~fr. NICKLIN: We can only accept the 
irrefutable evidence of the disastrous results 
of Labour government in Queensland with 
which the Premier, the Acting Premier, and 
the Treasurer have supplied us. Those were 
their words, not mine-that Queensland has 
reached the position when she might have· 
to make a special claim to the Commnnwealth 
Government. 
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I move on now to another real problem 
facing this State and it is that of ever­
increasing costs, which the Government have 
to tackle and which industry has to tackle. 

A Government ~IemlJer interjected. 

lUr. NICKLIN: I am certainly blaming 
the hon. member because his Government 
made a big contribution towards this ever­
'lncreasing spiral of costs. 

lVIr. ~Walsll: By spending extra money. 

lUr. NICKLIN: No, in the first place by 
their action in introducing the 40-hour week 
which was the mainspring that started the 
rising spiral of costs. To support my words 
I quote the remarks of Labour leaders. The 
'late Mr. Curtin at Canberra in 1945 said-

'' Competitively with the world, Aus­
tralia must keep costs to the absolute 
minimum. This means that all elements in 
costs, including wages, must have the sub­
stance of stability. It is the national 
economy that has to be maintained, not the 
particular interests of a group or 
individual.'' 

'The late .J. B. Chifiey in 1948 said-
'' If the industrial production of Aus­

tralia is not maintained and greatly 
improved, one must expect economic 
disaster . . . Costs have necessarily risen 
following the 40-hour week and they will 
continue to rise.'' 

The Hon. E . .J. Walsh, Treasurer of this 
State, said in August, 1952-

" Rising costs are a problem for all 
governments, all public bodies, and industry 
generally and, as a matter of fact, Mr. 
Turner, I think it will be agreed that the 
workers have got to the stage where they 
almost fear the next increase in the basic 
wage.'' 

"l'he Hon . .J. E. Duggan in .July, 1953, said-
'' Rising costs are striking at the very 

heart of the nation's economy . . . Our 
export surplus and our production for home 
consumption will keep on falling unless we 
cut our costs ... The situation has grown 
so serious that we cannot as a nation afford 
to pass the buck any longer.'' 

There is no d::uht, W'· I said at the outset 
of my remarks-and I am sorry I have not 
the time to develop my argument-that this 
problem is striking at the roots of the economy 
of Queensland and no real effort is being 
made to solve it. 

JVIr. Walsh: Why do you say that 
potatoes are at £108 .a ton W 

Mr. NICKLIN: Because of the damn­
fool attitude of the present Government and 
their inability to tackle the problem in a 
realistic way and give the growers the cost 
of production. If they did that they would 
get p0tatoes. 

No realistic approach has been made to 
th'is problem. It will wreck us if we d0 not 
take hold of it. Even the Deputy Premier 
said that we could not afford to pass the 
buck any longer. Who is passing the buck~ 
The Hon . .J. E. Duggan and his Government. 
Re makes very fine speeches outside this 

Chamber, but when it comes to action the 
Government he supports fall down on the 
job completely. 

Let us look for instance at the Railway 
Department, which the Minister for Trans­
port controls. He says we should not pass the 
buck, but the rising costs that are caused 
by the inefficiency of the Railway Department 
pass on the buck to the producers of this 
State. From time to time railway fares and 
freights are increased to the detriment of 
industry generally, making a major contribu­
tion to the evergrowing burden of nsmg 
costs. Our export industries are being priced 
off the world's markets, an4 when that 
eventually happens this community will 
indeed be in a very serious position. The 
Government, however, regard the position as 
so serious that they do not think it worth 
while to mention it in the Budget! All 
they can think about is worsening the rising 
spiral of costs by spending more and more 
money on projects from which they receive 
very little return. The problem of spiralling 
costs is too serious a matter to be bandied 
back and forth across this Chamber; it should 
be tackled by everybody in this Chamber 
realistically. The Government's contribution 
towards tackling it so far has been nil. 'l'hey 
do not think it even worth mentioning in the 
Budget. All that the Treasurer is concerned 
about is blackguarding the Federal Govern­
ment for favouring this Government with 
the best treatment that any Queensland Gov­
ernment have ever received from a Common­
wealth Government. 

(Time expired.) 

}Ir. WOOD (North Toowoomba) (2.27 
p.m.): The Financial Statement that is now 
being discussed is not only a recitation of 
the achievements of this Labour Govern­
ment, but also a demonstration of the way 
in which the money coming to this State 
will be spent in the ensuing year. It is a 
very sound Financial Statement and one that 
could be brought down only by a Govern­
ment with years of sound administrative 
experience behind them. I do not suppose 
there is in the world a Government who 
have enjoyed the confidence of the people 
for such a long period as have the Queens­
land Labour Government, and the experience 
drawn from those years has helped the Treas­
urer considerably in presenting to this 
Chamber a Budget that admits of no real 
criticism. 

The Opposition attack on the Budget, if 
it could be called an attack, was delivered 
by the hon. member for Coorparoo, and after 
hearing the speech just concluded by the 
Leader of the Opposition, during which he 
spent most of his time in apologising for 
the sins of commission or omission of the 
Federal Government, we can quite easily 
understand why the responsibility for the 
attack was passed to the Deputy Leader of 
the Opposition. 

The hon. member for Coorparoo, in leading 
the debate from the Opposition benches, gave 
us "·hat could be considered as more or less 
an academic lecture on methods of account­
ancy. Everyone in this Chamber doubtless 
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recognises the qualifications of the hon. 
rnem~er for Coorparoo as an accountant, 
but 1f the purpose of his hour-and-a-half 
speech was to air his undoubted knowledge 
of accountancy, his speech fell into medioc­
rity. If, on the other hand, it was designed 
to show where the Government of this State 
have fallen down in their handling of Queens­
land's finances, it must be counted an abject 
failure. In no way did he show that the 
Government or the 'l'reasurer had not dis­
charged .their .responsibilities to the people, 
and havmg fa1led to do that his attack on 
the Budget must be regarded as a failure on 
all counts. 

Let us look at the responsibilities of a 
Government in general and a '£reasurer in 
particular. I should say that the first duty 
1s to see that the maximum use is made of 
all money available but I have not heard anv 
cogent argument from the Opposition to 
show that either the Treasurer or the Govern­
ment have not made the fullest possible use 
of the money that has been expended. The 
second responsibility of a Treasurer should 
be to see that the minimum burden is placed 
on the people. As the Treasurer has pointed 
out, n? additional taxation was levied by the 
State m the past financial year, while on the 
contrary heavy additional imposts were 
th:own on the people by the Canberra col­
leagues of hon. members opposite. The third 
responsibility is to see always that extrava­
gance and ineificiency :ue avoided and again 
not one concrete example has been given by 
any Opposition speaker to prove that the 
Government haYe been extravagant or waste­
ful or inefficient in any way in their handling 
of the public finance. 

The Leader of the Opposition referred to 
prefabricated houses, a matter mentioned by 
the hon. member for Lockyer also. I can 
say that the prefabricated homes being con­
structed by Pasotti at Harlaxton are a better 
type of house than many that are being built 
by private enterprise. I do not know 
whether the hon. member for Lockyer has 
visited Harlaxton to see these houses but I 
have been there at least half-a-dozen times 
and I am satisfied that they are better than 
quite a number now being built by private 
enterprise. Surely no-one can accuse the 
GoYernment of inefficiency or extravagance 
because they strain every nene to see that 
their people are adequately housed~ No self­
respecting Government should l1esitate to 
help the people to solve their housing 
problems, and that is being done. When 
I was elected to Parliament in 1950 I had 
a dozen people a week coming to see me 
asking me to help them to get them State 
houses but now the nnmber of such people 
does not average one a month. The fact is 
that the housing shortage is being solved 
I repeat that the houses at present under 
erection at Harlaxton compare favourablv 
with most of the houses that have been built 
in Toowoomba by private enterprise. 

The fourth responsibility of a Treasurer 
is to see that as far as possible all money 
snent is used in developing the State. The 
Opposition cannot giYe any illustration of 

how the Government have misused money 
entrusted to their care. All the money raised 
in this State 01· receiYed from the Common­
wealth in the many forms these payments 
take has been allocated, for instance, to 
education, to giving our children the educa­
tion that is their birthright, to providing 
hospitals, improving our railways, and for 
use in many other fields of activity that go 
towards the development of the State and 
the people in it. 

It appears to me that the whole gravamen 
of the charges made by the hon. member for 
Coorparoo is that the Treasurer budgeted for 
a deficit and achieved a surplus. If the 
Government had spent mOTe money and had 
finished with a deficit the criticism against 
the Budget would have been more trenchant 
than it was. The fact that the Government 
achieved the 14th surplus in 15 Budgets 
through wise handling of our resources and 
competent administration seemed to arouse 
the petulance of the hon. member. The 
whole basis of his attack on the State was 
that there was a surplus instead of a deficit. 
Members of the Opposition have mentioned 
unemployment ancl they have made the base· 
nnd worthless charge that the Treasurer, and 
through him the Government, brought about 
unemployment in this State deliberately_ 
:\{embers 1vho keep in touch with the unem­
ployment position in their electorates know 
that a YCl':V serious unemployment position 
was developing in Queensland, and had it not 
been for prompt action on the part of the 
State Government the position would have 
been infinitely more serious. The fact that 
Queensland is in a more favourable position 
today than it was is a tribute to the way in 
"·hich the Treasurer and the Government have 
handled the finances of the State. 

The hon. member for Coorparoo complained 
that money passed by Parliament and not 
expended had been transferred to another 
vote. The hon. member did not make any 
ehnrge of waste and inefficiency; in no way 
did he suggest that the money moved from 
one vote to another for very obvious purposes 
had been wrongly expended. If the hon. 
member had criticised the Government for 
waste or extrayagance or inefficiency and 
had provided evidence to support his 
argument we should have listened to his 
criticism with some concern, but the whole 
of his cTitirism was directed more to academic 
methods of accountancy. 

I do not suppose there is any State or 
any Government in Australia whose accounts 
are more scrupulously kept than the accounts 
of this State. The deliberations of the 
Public Accounts Committee in Canberra show 
that there are very real grounds for doubt 
that in all cases the accountancy methods 
down there are as scrupulously exact as they 
are in Queensland. I do not think this 
GoYernment have anvthing at all to hide; 
their accounts have heen scrupulously kept, 
and everv sum expended has been faithfully 
npplied. ··If any other Government in Austrn­
lia nre superior to this Government in their 
handling of finances. their ethical code must 
be a very high one indeed. 
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In passing I should like to say this: from 
my own observation I do not think auy 
Parliament in Australia has a higher sense 
,of political morality than the Queensland 
Eaniament. Although the Queeuslancl 
Labour Government have been in office for 
very many years they are untouched by the 
breath of scandal and there are none of their 
activities that will not bear the closest 
scrutiny. I do not think there is a Parlia­
ment in Australia whose members-and this 
goes for members on both sides-can surpass 
the members of the Queensland Parliament 
in their standards of political morality. 

At the end of his speech the hon member 
for Coorparoo made the amazing statement 
that the J<'ederal public servants were disin­
clined to let go the money-bags of Australia. 
In doing so he made a very grave admission 
that at least there was a strong likelihood 
that the Government in Canberra were 
dominated by the wishes of the public 
servants and not so much by Parliament 
itself. (Opposition interjections.) I am 
,quoting the >VOrds of the hon. member for 
Coorparoo-'' The Federal public senaut is 
disinclined to let go the money-bags of 
Australia.'' That bears out the contention 
we on this side have made, that the real 
seat of government is not in the Parliament 
House at Canberra but in the offices of the 
variouR public sarvants who have set up thnt 
type of control to which hon. members 
opposite have been so pleased to refer so 
often as bureaucracy. There is that renl 
uanger in Canberra today: the Government 
have g-rown so far away from their peonle 
'ani! their people's needs that thev are c!ailY 
pnssing more and more responsibility to the 
henils of depnrtments, and their subordinates, 
RO there is the real chance that authoritv 
will ultimately nass to such a bnreauraey n·~ 
the Opposition have so often criticiser!. 

The hon. member for Lockyer had very 
little to say about the Budget. I will not 
say much about that hon. member-I honestlv 
do not think the hon. member would expect 
anybody to take seriously his frequent bids for 
notoriety-but there is one matter on which 
I must reply to him. In one of his frequent 
attacks on the railways and railways adminis­
tration he repeated stories that were told 
about what -;?ere called foreign jobs being 
·done in railway workshops, and quoted the 
>Yorkshops at Ipswich. He said the story was 
going the rounds that one workman had made 
so many toys that he had to make a wheel­
barrow to cart them away. I do not know that 
;•ou can make a much graver reflection on a 
public. servant or Crown employee than by 
repeatmg charges that they spend a great rleal 
of their time not in carrying out their 
legitimate work but in making toys. It would 
not have been so bad had the hon. member 
repented it as a story and then remarked, 
''Of course, I do not believe it.'' 

~Ir. Chalk: I said it was facetious. 

JUr. ·woOD: No, the hon. member did 
not sav it was facetious. His exact words 
were, ,·,That may sound facetious.'' He did 
not say it was facetious. The fact that he 
asked for that story to be checked shows that 

he placed some reliance in it. Over the week­
end many men from the Willowburn work­
shops at TomYoomba discussed this charge 
with me, anu as railway employees of this 
Government they expressed in no uncertain 
terms strong resentment against a member of 
Parliament who, without making a check him­
self, repeated such obviously false stories. I 
cannot see how an hon. member has served this 
Parliament or Queensland by repeating such 
stories without himself first making a check 
and in telling the story saying that it may 
sound facetious, but that it should be checked. 

I now wish to spend some time dealing with 
educational matters as raised by the hon. 
member for Mt. Coot-tha. As usual, that hon. 
member has acted as a knocker in anything 
pertaining to (~u8ensland, Queensland's 
welfare, or achievements. ne spoke of 
educational experts, and made this amazing 
statement: that experts on educational 
problems had visited Queensland and that 
every one of them said fearlessly that the 
educa,tional system in Queensland is the worst 
in Australia and one of the >vorst in the 
British Empire. I would not mind the hon. 
member's speaking of these so-called educa­
tional experts if he told us who they were, but 
I would say to this Committee, and say it 
emphatically, that the statement that every 
one of the visiting education experts said 
our system was the worst in Australia is 
entirelv inaccurate. If I asked him to name 
the ed'ucation experts who have said this, I 
think we should iiucl him strangely silent. 

JUr. lliorris: I will name them when the 
Estimates of the Department of Public 
Instruction are before the Committee. 

3Ir. WOOD: We welcome criticism from 
experts, if they are experts, not tyros, in 
education, as is the hon. member who makes 
these destructive criticisms. There is no hon. 
member on this side who •vould not apprecia,te 
constructive criticism. Hon. members on both 
sides of the Committee--

llir. Sparkes interjected. 

lUr. WOOD: Never mind particularising. 
Most hon. members, except the hon. member 
for Aubigny, have made constructive sugges­
tions on our education system. Those sugges­
tions are welcomed, but at the same time hon. 
members should not make obviously false 
statements. Let me name some of the educa­
tion experts who have visited Queensland in 
the past few years. They are-Cramer, 
Kandel, Cunningham, Llent, Jordan, 
Hemming. 

I have read their criticism. Some of it was 
caustic on occasions but not one of them 
has said that Queensland has the worst educa­
tional system of the Commonwealth. Any 
criticism they offered was directed at the 
Australian educational system in general and 
I object to the tactics of. the hon. member 
for Mt. Coot-tha who says that every expert 
says ours is the worst system in Australia 
and then neglects to name his authority for 
it. Much of the criticism was favourable. 
Some of it was unfavourable, but when 
we invite experts here we do not expect them 
to tell us that everything is rosy. I have 
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made many suggestions about education in 
this Chamber, as han hon. members opposite. 
I agree that there is room for criticism, but 
at the same time nobody can agree with the 
statement by the hon. member for Mt. Coot­
tha that every educational expert has fear­
lessly said that ours is the worst system in 
Australia. 

On 30 October, 1949, James Hemming, a 
British educationist, had this to say-

'' If Australia was to take her place in 
world leadership, education subjects and 
methods must be courageously changed. In 
everv State I have visited I have found 
coni~sion, and with it the apathy which 
always accompanies confusion. This con­
fusion in teaching practices and policy 
must be cleared if Australia is to educate 
mature citizens.'' 

He probably had sound grounds for his 
eriticism. lt is on a par with the criticism 
offered by visiting educationists, but they 
have not set Queensland against the other 
States. I have read what these critics have 
had to say and many of them assert that 
Queensland's system is the best of all the 
systems of the Australian States. As a 
general rule, they criticise our Australian 
type of education. 

Let us now consider what some of thos<? 
-critics have said when they have gone home. 
It must not be thought for a moment that 
they came out here, criticised our system and 
then, upon returning home, agreed that 
everything in the garden was rosy compared 
with their own system. One leading 
educationist, Professor C. C. MacDuffee, of 
the Universit:v of Wisconsin, who gave the 
1948 presidential address to the Mathematical 
Association of America, is recognised as a 
leading educationist. Although he might make 
caustic comments about our system, it is 
interesting to read what he says a bout his 
own country's system. One of his state­
ments was-

'' Children are taught citizenship and 
the American way of life. I am not always 
clear just what this means. Occasionally 
it seems to be football and the cult of 
the gods and go dosses of Hollywood.'' 

He also had this to say-
'' The only obvious way out was to water 

clown the contents of the courses to the 
capacities of the least capable, and this 
has been one of the aspects of progressive 
education during the past couple of 
decades.'' 

Then, dealing with their secondary schools, 
he said-

'' The greatest failure of our secondary 
schools is in their unsympathetic handling 
of the potential scholars.'' 

He spoke of the European and American 
schools of 40 years ago and said that they 
cultivated more ground and ploughed deeper 
than most of our modern schools. 

A further statement by him was-
" Within the great system of our public 

schools there are many pressure groups 
working for the furtherance of their own 
best interests. I do not refer to anything 
so crass as the teachers who struck last 

winter and tied up many schools. But 
there are groups who are perpetually striv­
ing for the over-emphasis of their own 
particular subjects or sideshows at the 
expense of scholarly subjects.'' 

If a visiting critic comes here and tells us 
that everything is not right with our educa­
tion system generally, do not immediately 
fall into the trap of saying that it must make 
our education system the worst in the world, 
because those critics have commented as 
caustically about their own systems in their 
own lands. 

The hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha said also 
that we see nothing but retrograde steps being 
taken during the last few years in this Rtatc, 
hut I am sure that most fair-minded members 
of this Chamber will agree with me that any 
hon. member \Yho makes such an announce­
ment must be far removed from our schools, 
from our teuchers, and from what is happen­
ing in our schools today. He made a broad 
sweeping statement that every step we have 
taken in the past few years has been a retro­
grade one. I readily recognise that we have 
not in any way attained perfection. There 
are points on which I will agree with hon. 
members of the Opposition. For instance, I 
should like to see the raising of the school­
leaving age, a great extension of our area­
school system, the building of a modern train­
ing college, the establishment of hostels, and 
the huil cling of more teachers' residences. I 
am prepared to say that there are many things 
we still need. 

llir. Low: What is holding you up? 

lllr. WOOD: "What is holding us up?" 
says the hon. member for Cooroora. I will 
tell him. If the Secretary for Public Instruc­
tion hRcl £10,000,000 aYailable to him this 
year for school buildings, he co_uld easily use 
the money and would be lookmg for more, 
just as the Secretary for Health and Home 
Affairs could use £10,000,000 for new build­
ings in the hospital service, and just as the 
Minister for Transport could use £100,000,000 
on the modernisation of our railways. He 
could wisely and sensibly and for the benefit 
of Queensland spend the whole of £100,000,000 
and still be looking for more. What we must 
recognise is this: if you look at education 
generally you cannot find any universal 
panacea to solve immediately or remedy the 
defects in any education system. There are 
so many varieties of education and there are 
so many disagreements between education 
experts as to where education should lead 
that we cannot, by putting a finger on one 
spot in an education system in any country, 
say that is the thing to solve all our 
difficulties. 

Education authorities tell us that before 
embarking on sudden changes we mpst exer­
cise caution. Sweeping and revolution~try 
changes have been introduced into schools 
before the teachers or c,hildren wem ready 
for them and as a result real harm has often 
been done by making sudden changes before 
the teacher himself thoroughly m,clerstood 
either the need for the change or the method 
by which the change would be brought about. 
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In different lands different systems of educa­
tion are necessary. The system of education 
in a highly industrial area would not neces· 
sarily be the same as that which would best 
serve an area of scattered population. In an 
agricultural country the system of education 
would need to be diffe.rent from the one in a 
country that did not rely upon agriculture 
for its living. There is no universal sy&tem 
of education and it is hard to get agreement 
among education authorities themselves as 
to the best form of education any particular 
area should adopt. 

But in considering any system of education 
we must remember the important point that 
the education of the individual must be related 
to the whole life of the individual. You 
cannot consider the pupil just as a child; 
you must think of him first as the rhild he is 
and then as the man he will be and so 
correlate your educational system to thinking 
of the child and the man to be. You train 
him first of all for his vocation in life, next­
and this is equally important-in the way in 
which he can best use his recreation or 
leisure hours, and thirdly-equally important 
again-in citizenship, which covers wch an 
infinite scope of usefulness to the community, 
including character and morality. All those 
things are embraced in the one word ''citizen· 
ship.'' To be effective an eclu?ational system 
must have those three aims in view: the train­
ing of the child for his vocation, training 
to fill his leisure time, and training in ciUzen­
ship. 

There is nothing fundamentally wrong with 
our educational system in Queensland. No 
matter what criticism experts in Quet:ns­
land, Australia or abroad may have directed 
at it, there is almost unanimous a15;eement 
~hat fundamentally our educational system 
Is sound. 

I was reading the other day ''Education, 
The New Horizon,'' written by Harold Shear­
man, and this is what he says-

" Unfortunately too few of us have any 
real knowledge of what the schools are 
trying to do, how they are controlled and 
what are their problems; and it is only 
when things go wrong that most of us take 
more than a fleeting interest in it.'' 

I find that most of the trenchant criticism 
directed against our Queensland eel ucational 
system, such as that delivered by the hon. 
member for Mt. Coot-tha, comes from men 
·who have very little understanding of our 
educational system and its problems. As 
a rule, you find that the criticism coming 
from a man who understands our system is 
generally helpful, although it may sometimes 
be caustic. No man who knew education 
would make those sweeping assertions that 
I quoted from the speech of the hon. member 
for Mt. Coot-tha. Rather than helping the 
State, the Government, the schools, and the 
children, the hon. member is doing a dis­
service by appointing himself an expert on 
education and conilemning everything that 
hns been done in this State. 

And now for some of the things that have 
been achieved in Queensland. I have seen 
schools in variou~ parts of Australia, and 
whereyer I have had the opportunity I have 

tried to look closely into their work and to 
compare or contrast their systems with ours. 
Nowhere have I found children whose sense 
of initiative and self-reliance has been more 
highly developed than that of children in 
Queensland. There cannot be a great deal 
wrong with a system that turns out a boy or 
girl who goes into the world with initiative 
and a feeling of self-reliance. That is the 
result of our Queensland educational system. 

One of these retrograde steps that the hon. 
member spoke of was the greatly modified 
and expanded syllabus. One result of that 
syllabus has been that the system in Queens­
l~'ind schools has lost its rigidity; the emphasis 

uow placed more on the child than on the 
teacher. Today we find that the child is not 
there for the school, to belong to a school 
whose tie he will be proud to wear when he 
leaves it; the idea has been developed that 
the school is there for the child. There is an 
important difference between those two things. 
~When we approach our educational problems 
with the idea that the school is there for 
the child, and not that the child is there 
for the school, we take the first step in 
approaching them from the correct attitude. 
The child is encouraged more, year by year, 
to show his self-activity and not to rely so 
much on what he is taught. 

I do not think there is an hon. member in 
this Chamber who will dispute my statement 
that one of the greatest changes we have 
seen in our schools in recent years has been 
the improved relationship that e···ists between 
the teacher and the child. Year by year 
it is getting better. That is not happening 
accidentally. It is because of our changing 
attitude towards education, because we realise 
more and more the importance of education. 
It is possible, perhaps, that we have not yet 
even scratched the surface. The more we 
realise and emphasise the importance to be 
placed on education, the more we realise that 
the greatest opportunities should be given to 
the child for the expression of his self-activity, 
the more we realise the closer relationship 
that should exist between the teacher, the 
school, and the child, the better the educa­
tion system we must build up. No-one would 
say that that was a retrograde step. 

Another recent change that I do not think 
anyone would say was a retrograde step was 
the extension of the domestic-science and 
manual-training lessons in the school. I do 
not think that any hon. member of the Opposi­
tion would say that that was a retrograde step 
because we often hear them ask for the 
extension of these services to their own areas. 
Scores and scores of times I have seen valu­
able work being done by the girls in our 
domestic-science rooms and by the boys in 
their manual-training classes. I do not think 
we should rest satisfied until these facilities 
:ue brought within the reach of all children. 
Gradually, in fact rapidly, this system is being 
extended. This step cannot by any stretch 
of the imagination be called a retrograde one. 

One of the greatest changes in recent years 
is the altered attitude towards the teacher's 
responsibilities. I have said before that 
education fails unless the child develops as 
~we believe it should, and it would have no 
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•chance of successful development without 
sound teaching. One of the greatest aids, 
therefore, to sound teaching is a better train­
ing system that allows a teacher to take 
charge of a school with some degree of con­
fidence in his ability and with some measure 
of skill. There has been a remarkable change 
in the attitude of the Queensland Department 
of Public Instruction towards teacher train­
ing and each year more and more teachers 
are coming out better and better trained 
than before. Would you call that a retrograde 
step~ 

One of the greatest changes in the last 
-decade has been the attitude of the child 
towards its physical education. I suppose 
there is not an hon. member in this Chamber 

who does not remember the severe Swedish drill 
that they did in the name of p.t. or perhaps 
just straight-out drill. It had much to com­
mend it; I am not a critic of drill. However, 
there was a severity associated with it, and 
a tendency for each child to regard himself 
as an automaton, not as an indiYidual. Now 
the stress has been taken out of the severity 
and the child is given a greater opportunity 
of self-activity than in any form of physical 
education before. That is just indicative of 
the altered attitude of education towards the 
child and it is one of the most marked changes 
in the domestic life in the schools today. 

Again, agricultural project work in countrv 
llChools has been greatly extended. I am 
not saying that it has been extended as far 
as we should like but gradually, year by 
year, more schools are being brou crht within 
the scope of agricultural project clubs. 

Road-transport services have shown a tre­
mendous advance and this year it is estimated 
-~he State wi~l spend something like £150,000 
m transportmg children to and from the 
schools. 

I have spoken at length in this Chamber 
before about area schools and I do not intend 
to develop that theme today. Under the 
?"uidance of _the Minister each year there 
rs a greater Improvement in the road-trans­
port service. 

Another marked change has been tbe 
attitude of the district inspector towards his 
teachers. I know it is not so many years 
ago when a large section of teachers regarded 
the district inspector as nothing more nor 
less than a "spotter" who came in not to 
assess the merit of the work done but to :find 
fault and drag the teacher down. There has 
been a tremendous change in the attitude of 
the district inspectors towards the teachers. 

There has been an infinite improvement in 
the furniture and equipment supplied. Th1s 
applies to desks and to the much-discussed 
textbooks, which are becoming increasingly 
available. I am not in love with the text­
books and a large precentage of teachers are 
of that opinion. You will :find that the better 
the teacher, the less use he makes of text­
books. I cannot imagine anything more 
depressing in an educational system than to 
lay down a standard textbook whereby you 
would know each week that every child in the 
same grade in Queensland would be taught 
the same subject in exactly the same way. 

J'\ othing could narrow the scope of education 
more than tying teachers down to textbook8. 
The less use a teacher makes of a textbook, 
the greater the background of his own know­
ledge and the more successful he is as a 
teacher. Let us not unfairly criticise the 
Government because every teacher has not the 
textbooks in mathematics for Grade V. or in 
geography for some other grade. It vvould 
be better if we had a large number of text­
books and allowed teachers to make theu 
individual selection. Do not think that 
because every child has a textbook that he 
is going to be taught successfully. 

Another change has occurred in the play­
ground improvements subsidy sche~e. I do 
not think there is a member m whose 
electorate schools have not been helped 
materially by those subsidy improvement 
schemes. The fact is that a fifty-fifty subsidy 
is given. It is a marked advance on the 
system opera.ting before the scheme wns 
intTOduced. 

Finally, one of the advances that I have 
taken at random has been the aid giv0n to 
schools with radiograms and projectors for 
visual education. Today a very efflcient 
educational service is given by the A.B.C. 
It is certainly a great help to the school to 
have a radiogram installed. I know in the 
larger schools they are connected to each 
classroom. 

lUr. Low: It's a pity they could not be 
supplied more quickly. 

JUr. WOOD: It is a pity they could not 
be supplied quickly. I have struck the same 
trouble. I point out that it is not the 
efficiency of the Government or the Minister 
that is at fault. I know I have had requests 
from schools for provision of radiograms and 
if the radiogram has been avaib ble it has 
been supplied; and when it has not been 
supplied it was because it had not been 
delivered by the manufacturer. I know it is 
annoying to be told that one will not be 
available for another 12 months, or sometimes 
two years. A radiogram has been of gr0at 
assistance to the teacher, particularly in one· 
teacher schools. The same applies to the 
provision for projectors for visual education. 
These are part of the forward movement that 
has taken place, yet the hon. member for Mt. 
Coot-tha made the wild statement that every 
step the Government had taken over the past 
few years has been a retrograde one. I do 
not think there is one member of the 
Opposition who would ag;:ee that that 
statement is true. 

It has been fashionable throughout the 
years to attac~ any Government ?n ~he~r 
educational pohcy. Personally, I thmk rt rs 
a healthy sign: the greater the public aware­
ness of the need of. educational reform, the 
greater the certainty of getting educational 
reform. I know that when I have taken any 
requests or criticism to the Minister he has 
been earnest and co-operative and I think 
hon. members of the Opposition will say 
they have found him the same. The greater 
part of my life has been spent in the 
educational system and I would say that if 
anyone has any criticism to make of it, let 
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him not be afraid to make it but at the 
same time he should not make stupid state­
ments and have people belieYe there is noth­
ing right with our system. There are things 
that are not right but when we weigh the 
blemishes against the achievements we 
must come to the conclusion that Queensland 
has tremendous reasons for being proud of 
its educational systems, schools, teachers, and 
the way in which the children are being 
educated. 

(Time expired). 

1\Ir. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (3.11 
p.m.) : I have a couple of very important 
matters to deal with this afternoon and 
start by saying that anyone who has read 
the memoirs of Viscount Montgomery will 
dearly remember his saying that when he 
V>ent to India first as a junior military 
officer he found that most of the other 
military officers in India went there purely to 
drink gin, play polo, and have a good time. 
I am forced to the conclusion that that is 
the attitude of many of, the permanent mili­
tary officers in Australia today. We know 
very well that attacks have been launched 
on the National Training Scheme but these 
attacks have been in the form of generalities. 
vVe know also quite well that members of 
the Opposition have jumped up in their places 
in this Chamber and refuted in generalities 
the charges laid against the military-officer 
caste that has sprung up in Australia in 
recent years, particularly fostered by the 
Menzies-Fadden Government. 

As is usual, I will buttress my remarks 
with irrefutable facts and documents. This 
is the case of a young boy. Names are avail­
able for publication in the Press. It is the 
case of a young boy named Melvyn Ray 
Anderson, 27 Hubert Street, South Towns­
ville, who is, or was, a National Service 
trainee at Wncol. On 22 July last, while 
these National Service trainees were under­
going Tihat is termed rigorous Army training, 
-I understand that takes the form of an 
egregious type of obstacle race; the trainees 
must climb through barbed wire, jump into 
ditches, cltmb over big picket fences and so 
on-this young boy, fully equipped, fell and 
broke his thigh. It was a serious break and 
he was taken to the Greenslopes Military 
Hospital. His parents lived in Townsville, 
at the address I have given, but the first 
intimation they had of the boy's serious 
accident at \Yacol was a par in the Brisbane 
"Courier-Mail" 23 July written by Arthur 
Richards, in which the writer extolled the 
fortitude of the boy. I do not remember 
the actual wording of the par but if any 
hon. member cares to go to the Library he 
can find it in the Brisbane "Courier-Mail" 
of that date. In the par it will be found 
that the boy said, ''Mum will be disappointed 
whrn she hears about this.'' Mum heard of 
it on 23 July in the most fortuitous circum­
stances. She does not take ''The Courier­
Mail'' but a neighbour, fortunately, does, and 
the neighbour, luckily, brought "The Courier­
Mail" over to the boy's parents at 
27 Hubcrt Street and said, ''Mrs. Anderson, 
>Yould this be young Ray who is mentioned ih 
'The Courier-Mail' as being in Greenslopes 
with a badly broken leg?" 

1\Ir. H. B. Taylor: When did the accident 
happen~ 

lUr. AIKENS: On 22 July. 

~Ir. H. B. Taylor: The day before? 

illr. AIKENS: Yes. In the middle pages 
of ''The Courier-Mail'' also was a big news­
paper report of the training exercises that 
had taken place at Wacol and details of th!l' 
accident that had occurred to young Melvyn 
Ray Anderson. The mother, naturally frantic, 
went down to Northern Command Head­
quarters at Sturt Street in Townsville and 
nsked them if they had any information 
about the accident. They said, "No, we have· 
not got any information, Mrs. Anderson, but 
we will wire and try to get some for you.',. 
The mother, however, not satisfied with that,. 
went down to the post office herself and sent 
an urgent prepaid-reply telegram to Wacol. 
It cost her 10s. 6d. That ·afternoon-it 
arrived in Townsville at 12.52 p.m.-she· 
received this telegram from Wacol-

'' F Anderson 
"27 Hubert Street 

'' Townsville 
'' J\.Ielvyn Ray ,Anderson admitted Green­
slopes RGH fractured thigh otherwise well 
Patrick B Coy.'' 

That is monstrous enough, the thought that 
the mother of the injured boy had to send 
an urgent prepaid-reply telegram to Wacol 
to get information about her National Service 
trainee son who was badly injured, but listen 
to this for sheer impertinence and sheer mili· 
tary upstartism: Northern Command also had 
wired, probably through departmental chan· 
nels, to Wacol, and got this reply that. 
afternoon-

'' 1 ;707145, Anderson Melvyn Ray, 27 
H ubert Street Townsville admitted R.G.H. 
Greenslopes 22 July fractured left thigh 
stop-'' 

It does not matter about the wrong thigh, 
of course-

'' Condition satisfactory. N. 0. K. advised 
stop'' 

The '' N.O.K.'' of course, are the next of 
kin. The point is that Wacol did not have the 
decency to tell Northern Command that the 
next of kin were only informed when the 
mother sent an urgent prepaid-reply telegram 
to them for information. That is the only 
information the mother got. 

The parents brought to me the telegram and 
the copy of the telegram that Northern Com­
mand had received, and I wrote this letter 
to the Minister for the Army on 23 July, 
the same night-

'' Hon. J. Francis, 
''Minister for the Army, 
''Canberra. 

''Dear Mr. Francis, 
''Mr. F. Anderson of 27 Hubert Street, 

South To>vnsville, called on me this evening 
and complained about the callous indif­
ference of the Army Commi:md at W a col 
Camp to the feelings of parents and 
relatives of trainees. 
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"Mr. Anderson said that after he had 
left for work this morning, a neighbour 
brought a copy of to-day's 'Courier-Mail' 
to his wife, wherein Arthur Richards in his 
'Day-to-Day' column had commented upon 
the toughness of a Townsville trainee 
named Anderson, who had broken his thigh 
·during harsh training routine at W acol; 
the young trainee saying ''Mum won't like 
to hear about this." Later,. on page 6 of 
the paper a report of the harsh training 
and the accident to young Anderson was 
.also found. This was the first intimation 
that Mrs. Anderson had that her son had 
been injured. 

''Mrs. Auderson immediately went to the 
Army Headquarters here, and asked them 
if they had had any word of the accident 
and the boy's condition, and was told that 
they had none. The anxious mother there­
upon sent an urgent prepaid-reply telegram 
to Wacol at a cost of 10s. 6d. asking for 
information about the accident and her 
son's condition, and at 12.43 p.m. received 
a reply as follows, '' Melvyn Ray Anderson 
admitted Greenslopes R.G.H. fractured 
thigh otherwise well, Fa trick B Coy.' " 

''Later young Anderson 's sister rang 
Army headquarters here and was told­
' L/707145, Anderson Melvyn Ray 27 
Hubert Street, Townsville admitted R.G.H. 
Greenslopes 22 July fractured left thigh 
stop condition satisfactory, N.O.K. advised 
stop.' But the N.O.K. (next of kin) were 
not advised until they had sent an urgent 
pre-paid-reply telegram. Apparently their 
feelings in the matter are of little or no 
concern to the ofl1cers in charge at Wacol 
and, had a friend not drawn the attentio~ 
of the parents to the article in Richards 's 
column in 'The Courier-Mail' the parents 
would no doubt be still in ignorance of 
their son's accident. 

''I would be grateful if you would 
conduct a searching inquiry into this shock­
ing example of callous indifference to the 
feelings of trainee's parents exhibited by 
the Wacol command, and, in addition, I 
would be grateful if you would arrange 
f'or the lad's parents to travel to Green­
slopes to see him. Otherwise they will 
probably have to spend more money to find 
out how he is getting on.'' 

That letter was airmailed to Mr. Francis, 
Minist:r for the Army, that night and a copy 
was aumailed to Mr. Arthur Richards of 
''The Courier-Mail''. Mr. Arthur Rich~rds 
got his letter becau'e I discussed it with him 
when I came down to Brisbane for the open­
ing of Parliament. I had a long discussion 
with Arthnr Richards. 

An Opposition lliember: Why did you 
send it to Arthur Richards~ 

lllr. AIKENS: Because the first article 
appeared in his column in ''The Courier­
Mail'' and I thought he might comment 
again in his column. 

I have had previous dealings with Mr. 
Frnncis, the Minister for the Army, and I 
found that he was a man who would acknow­
ledge promptly any letter sent to him and in 

the long run send you full and frank informa­
tion about the whole affair. I took up with 
him a matter in connection with a boy called 
Dagg, of 'l'ownsville, who was a conscientious 
objector, and I was pleasurably astonished 
at the wealth of information Mr. Francis 
eventually sent me in connection with that 
case, but whilst I was pleasurably astonished 
I am certain that Army Command at V\T a col 
was not so pleasurably astonished. 

When I ~ent my letter about young 
Anderson to Mr. Francis I naturally expected 
a prompt reply, but I did not get one. In 
fact, I did not get an acknowledgment of 
the letter, and when weeks went by--

~Ir. Kerr: There was a change of 
secretary, you know. 

ilir. AIKENS: It was not a case of 
change of secretary. When the weeks went 
by and I did not get a reply to my letter I 
got in touch with the Federal member for 
Herbert, Mr. Edmonds, and I asked him to 
approach the Minister for the Army per­
sonally and ask him why he did not reply to 
my letter, because his lack of reply was at a 
distinct variance with the distinct courtesy 
and promptness he showed in another case. 
I received a letter from Mr. Edmonds telling 
me that Mr. Francis assured him that no 
trace of my letter could be found in Canberra. 
I am forced to the inescapable conclusion 
that somebody in Mr. Francis 's office at 
Canberra deliberately destroyed, withheld, or 
suppressed my letter. 

When Mr. Edmonds personally saw Mr. 
Francis in Canberra, as Mr. Francis had been 
apprised of the shocking state of affairs with 
regard to the boy--

An Opposition 2\Iember: Did you give 
Edmonds a copy of your letter~ 

llir. AIKENS: I gave him everything in 
connection with the matter. 

JUr. ::liorris: Who posted the letter? 

lUr. AIKENS: I posted them both-the 
one to Mr. Francis and the one to Arthur 
Richards-on the same day or rather, the 
same night. I went to the post office specially 
to post them. Arthur Richards got his but 
Mr. Francis did not get his. 

:iUr. Low: He might have got them both. 

:;!lr. AIKENS: One could expect such an 
asinine statement, coming from the composite 
secretary of the Opposition. Whether the 
hon. member is secretary of the composite 
Opposition or composite secretary of the 
Opposition, I do not know, and if the hon. 
member for Cooroora can regard facetiously 
the statements I am making here and can 
exhibit such callous indifference to the feel­
ings of the parents of this young boy, his 
place is in Goodna and not in this Chamber. 
If the hon. member can laugh and snigger 
over the facts of this ease, his place is not 
in this Chamber-he should be in the giggle­
hou,;e, putting little stones into bottles and 
pouring them out. 

1\Tr. Low: I should take it up with the 
Minister. I fixed up one before for you. 
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lUr. AIKENS: I once used the hon. mem­
ber as an instrument of political blackmail. He 
came in very handy. He walked into a little 
trap I laid. I useil him as an instrument of 
political blackmail and got what I was after 
for my constituents. As a matter of fact, 
this matter has alreaily been fixed up by 
Mr. Edmonds. 

This is the only informatiion that the 
parents of this boy ever received about his 
serious accident. He has been in Greenslopes 
Hospital since 23 July, and my latest informa­
tion is that he will be there for several 
months yet and may end a permanent 
cripple. This is the only notification his 
parents ever received. 'l'hey received it on 
2 August, 11 days after the boy was seriously 
injured, and you will notice that it is an 
ordinary cyclostyled document. I do not know 
whether it comes under the Printers and 
Newspapers Bill-it probr<bly will-but it 
is an on1inary cyclostyled document with the 
particulars filled in in ordinary typing. It 
is headed ''Australian llfilitaTJ Forces'', 
and reails as follows-

'' 11 National Service Training 
Battalion, 

Wacol. 
''Mrs. C. N. Anderson, 

"2 7 I-I ubert Street, 
''South Townsville, Queensland. 

''Dear Madam, 
''I wish to inform you that your son 

lj707145 Pte. ANDERSON, N. R. was 
admitted to Camp Hospital YERONGA on 
22 Jul 53. He is suffering from injured 
thigh. The Medical Officer considers that 
his condition is n0t serious. 

''I would like to assure you that your 
son is receiving the best of Medical 
attention, and that his stay in Hospital 
should not be very lengthy. 

"Yours faithfully," 
I do not know whose signature appears on 
the letter. It is not the Treasurer's signa­
ture, which is pretty hard to read at times. 
The letter is signed for the adjutant, 11 
N.S. Training Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel, 
Commanding Officer, 11 National Service 
Training Battalion. 

. That paltry, cheap, shoddy, cyclostyled 
p1ece of paper, received 11 days after the 
boy's serious accident, was the only notifica­
tion his parents received that he had been 
badly injured, other than the reply to his 
mother's pre-paid reply-paid telegram. 

lUr. Low: Why didn't you send your 
first letter through the Federal member for 
the district to the :Minister, which is the 
correct procedure~ 

JUr. AIKENS: I am not concerned with 
correct procedures. The hon. member should 
know me well enough to know that I am not 
concerned with ethics, or anything of that 
sort. I am concerned only \Yith getting justice 
for the people I represent. It has alwavs 
been my custom, when dealing with Fede;al 
Ministers, to write to them direct. I have 
always got prompt acknowledgment in my 
correspondence with every Federal Minister, 

and I received full, interesting and informa­
tive facts in the last case that I represented! 
to the Minister. It was only when I did not 
get a reply from Mr. Francis and immediately 
sensed that something was wrong that I 
approached Mr. Edmonc1s. l immediately 
had a hunch that someone in the Minister 's 
office had, to use the vernacular, swiped my 
letter and that consequently it would be 
useless to write another one because he would' 
swipe it too, in the hope that he would wear 
me down and that I should get tired of 
writing. I therefoTe got hold of Mr. Edmonds. 
and asked him, not to write to the Minister 
hut to see him personally. I did not write to 
Mr. Edmonds in the first place nor did I 
ask him to write to the Minister in the first. 
place. I told him what I hac1 done-I told him 
all the facts-and I said, ''Will you go and' 
see the Minister for the Army personally 
and ask him why he has not replied to my 
letter concerning young Anderson ~ '' Mr. 
Edmonds did that and the Minister said, ''I 
can find no trace of Mr. Aikens' letter.'' I 
have no doubt that the military upstarts in 
the Minister's office, knowing what the reper­
cussions \YOuld be from this serious state of 
affairs, woulil suppress the letter or delib­
erately withhold it from the Minister in the· 
hope 'that I and the parents would say, as 
people too often say, ''Oh well, it is past 
and gone now; let us forget about it.'' It 
is now being brought under the Minister 's· 
notice. The people in his ofllce do not know 
the type of man I am. They do not know 
that when I get onto a job I never let go 
until I get some satisfaction for the people 
who have sought my help. 

Jlfr. H. B. Taylor: Do you know the 
staff at the Minister's office~ 

I\Ir. AIKE~S: I know that if they are 
anything like the Wacol upstarts they wm 
b0 spending most of their time playing golf, 
]'laying bridge, and lapping cocktails. 

JIIr. }Inller: That is not what Mr .. 
Francis said. You saw him. 

]Ur. AIKENS: Mr. Francls is not a. 
military officer. He has too much intelli­
gence for that. 

llir. }fuller: You said that the troops 
were not well trained. The boys are well 
trained. 

JIIr. AIKENS: I am not speaking in 
generalities. I am dealing with the shocking 
state of affairs in connection with a par­
ticular boy, and if the hon. member does 
not believe me, let him go and see the 
boy in the Greenslopes hospital. 

JUr. }fuller: You said that the boys were 
\Yasting their time and not training. 

Mr. AIIfENS: I spoke about the officers 
at Wacol, not about the trainees. The hon. 
member has not got his hearing aid properly 
adjusted. The hon. member should have 
lward me say earlier in my speech that 
Lord Montgomery said that men went to 
India to serve as British officers with the idea 
of drinking gin, playing polo, and having a 
good time, I was suggesting that most of 
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the military officers at Wacol spent most of 
their time playing golf, playing bridge, 
lapping up cocktails, and having a good time. 

ltlr. ill orris: Which isn't true. 

ltlr. AIKENS: If it is not, then how can 
the hon. member justify just what I have 
read to the Chamber, and the fact that the 
letter I wrote to the Minister for the Army 
has been deliberately suppressed 9 Here are 
the facts available to the hon. member if he 
wants to peruse them. 

I haxe also a letter from Mrs. Anderson. 
She had to make her own arrangements to 
come down to Greenslopes to see her boy. In 
her letter she refers to a Dr. Grant. She savs 
she got in touch with Dr. Grant. The letter 
is dated 7 October. Dr. Grant told her that 
the lad woulc! be in there for another three 
months. He has already been in for three 
months. 'l'he doctor said also that his leg 
was progre•,sing very slowly, but with a 
miracle it might be better at the time when 
it is due for another X-ray. 

ltlr. Pizzey: You were going to give us 
Mr. Edmonds 's reply. 

lUr. AIKENS: He said that he had 
approached the Minister and the Minister had 
told him that he could find no trace of the 
letter but he would have the matter investi­
gated and would inform him in due course. 
Now that the Minister knows all about it, 
I am certain that he will give me complete 
information on the matter, as he has done 
on other matters. I have no quarrel with 
him. I have always found him courteous and 
particularly frank and truthful. 

1\Ir. ill orris: The fault does not lie with 
the officers at Wacol. Immediately he comes 
under hospital control, that is where the 
responsibility is. 

lUr. AIKENS': Whose re~?ponsibility is 
it~ 

JUr. ill orris: On the medical side. 

ltlr. AIKENS: What a No. 1 prize 
quibble that is! Here is a National Service 
trainee who is injured in military exercises 
at \Vacol. The hon. member has the nerve 
to say-I would not like a tooth with a 
nerve as big as the hon. member has. 
(Laughter)-that it is not the military 
officers' place to inform the parents but it 
is the medical officer's place to inform them 
afte1< the boy gets to Greenslopes. 

l\Ir. l\Iorris: How would the company 
officer know until he had the X-ray~ 

l\Ir. AU{E?cfS: He would know he went 
to Greenslcipes. 

}Ur. ill orris: He would not. 

Thir. AIKENS: If the company officer did 
not know that he went to Greenslopes why 
did he reply to the mother's telegram saying 
that Anderson was admitted to Greenslopes~ 

lUr. Low: You are handling it pretty 
badly. 

l\Ir. AIKENS: I will say this. I know 
that with the passage of years and association 

with quite a number of people in this Chamber 
it is only natural that I should become some­
what cynical and callous, but I hope I never 
become as callous and cynical as the hon. 
member for Cooroora apparently is, when he 
could laugh as he laughed when I was reading 
out those disgusting facts to the Committee. 

Now I will deal with the subject nearest 
and dearest to my heart, the neglect of North 
Queensland. We had in ' ' The Courier-Mail ' ' 
the other day quite a spate of propaganda 
about the suggestion that some taxation reduc­
tion should be given to people who live in 
North Queensland and North Australia in order 
to entice people to go there and to encourage 
people who are the.re to remain there. That 
is part of our party's policy. I put it forward 
in this Chamber in mv speech on the Address 
in Reply in 1947, and I am pleased to see 
that ''The Courier-Mail'' at last is reluctantly 
swinging round to our party's line in that 
regard. I told the people of Queensland and 
members of this Committee-many of whom 
do not even know where North Queensland 
is-that the people of North Queensland are 
not more lightly taxed than the people of 
other parts but they are more heavily taxed 
than the people in other parts. I know that 
we pay the same rate of income tax but we 
pay a bigger rate of sales tax than anyone 
else because sales tax is assessed not only on 
the manufactured value of the article but 
on the sale price of the article. Therefore 
a man who lives in North Queensland who 
buys a motor-car-and not too many of them 
can afford to buy a motor-car-pays more 
sales tax than a man in the South. If you 
buy it in Brisbane for £1,000 plus £280 sales 
tax the price in North Queensland is £1,000 
plus railage plus sales tax, not only on the 
£1,000 but on the railage also. That applies 
to every article bought in North Queensland. 
The people in North Queensland pay sales 
tax, not only on the cost of the article but 
on the cost of the transpo.rt of the article 
to North Queensland. 

Mr. H. B. Taylor interjected. 

~Ir. AIKENS: We pay sales tax on the 
railage to North Queensland and on the ship­
ping freight to North Queensland. If the 
hon. member for Clayfield wants to argue with 
me-and I know he is ever ready to do so­
I suggest to him that he take on his old 
friend in Townsville, J oe Holliday, secretary 
of the Townsville Chamber of Commerce, who 
sees eye to eye with our party on this matter 
of the taxation imposed on the people of 
North Queensland. '£hev prry the same sales 
tax on the article as the favoured Brisbane 
buyer, but they pny sales tax also on the cost 
of getting the article to North Queensland. 

Here is another matter that I think will 
interest Ministers on the front bench; it is a 
question with regard to the development of 
North Queensland. We have heard about the 
need to develop North Queensland but we have 
heard more about it during the 10 years that 
I have been here than in the 50 years before 
I got here. We have heard members of both 
sides talking about the need to develop North 
Queensland. They talk of the need of populat­
ing North Queensland but we cannot get either 
the Liberal-Country Party on the one hand 
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or the Labour Party on the other hand to 
do much about developing and populating 
North Queensland; interest in North Queens­
land begins and ends with their tongues. 

Everyone knows that schools and bridges 
are necessary, modernisation of railways is 
necessary, hospitals and other things are 
necessary, but let us stick right to facts and 
realise that in order to get the people to go 
to North Queensland and stay there you first 
of all have to guarantee them continuity of 
employment and a reasonably well-filled pay 
envelope each fortnight. It is useless to ask 
people to go to North Queensland either 
to take a chance on getting a job or simply 
to engage in seasonal industries from which 
they will either have to go on relief or take 
catch-as-catch-can jobs in the slack season. 
'rhat is the fundamental reason why we are 
losing J?Opulatim: in the North and why the 
populabon of Bnsbane is growing faster than 
the population of all the rest of the State 
combined. In Brisbane people can get 
continuity of employment and when they can 
get that and the wot·ker can take home a 
fairly well-filled pay envelope regularly every 
fortnight, it ·will be found that the women~ 
folk and children come here also, and conse­
quently the drift to the big city is 
accentuated. 

l\Ir. Walsh: Why have not northern 
interests contributed so much capital to the 
cement works in the North W 

lUr. AIKENS: Northern people them­
selves do not have very much capital to sub­
scribe to any industrial undertaking in the 
North but many big mercantile firms and 
banking institutions did subscribe fairly well 
!:ut the subscriptions were made as from 
their southern branches. The people of the 
North as a whole are almost impoverished by 
the neglectful attitude of the present Labour 
Government; and you cannot get money out 
of your pocket if you have no money to take 
out. 

Let me give the Committee an instance of 
1Yhat the Government will do to establish 
iLdustry in Brisbane. vVe read in "The 
Erisl>ane Telegraph'' the other d2y displayed 
under big black headlines-

'' Hamilton Site For £tM. Bitumen 
Plant. 

''The £500,000 bitumen refinery of 
Bitumen Oil Refineries (Aust.) Ltd. will 
be established at Hamilton. 

"Announcing this in Brisbane today the 
managing director, Mr. E. E. Griffen, said 
the co-operation extended by the State 
Government had influenced the decision. 

''Mr. Griff en said the speed with which 
the Government had handled negotiations, 
coupled with the keenness of officials to 
get the project under way, had convinced 
him that the Government was going out 
of its way to attract private enterprise to 
Queensland. '' 

The remainder of the article deals with the 
type of pl2nt but I read that particular part 
of it in order to emphasise the eagerness and 
sreed that will actuate the Government when 
there is any suggestion of establishing 
industry in Brisbane. 

vVe know the Government have paid scores 
of thousands of pounds and will spend scores 
of thousands of pounds for years in order 
to reclaim land at Hamilton and make it 
available for the establishment of industry. 

l\Ir. Walsll interjected. 

JUr. AIKENS: We know the Government 
will get a peppercorn rental. As a matter of 
fact, they will give most of the land away. 

~Ir. Walsh: Land Court rentals. 

3Ir. AIKENS: We know of course this 
self-same GoYernment spent the best part of 
£500 000 to acquire from the Commonwealth 
Govdrnment all the ,,-o1·ks at Rocklea, which 
tlJey promptly made available at the same 
peppercorn rental to all th~se c~mpani~s th~t 
were prcpnred to establish mdustnes m 
Brisbane, but when an industry wants to 
establish itself in the North what do they 
get from the Govermnent! The Treasurer 
interjected a moment ago and said, ''We 
guaranteed £200,000 oveTdraft to the ~orth 
Australian Cement Co. to enable 1t to 
establish their works at Stuart.'' That is 
the biggest laugh in N ortl; Queensland. ~he 
main shareholders of the Northern Australian 
Cement Company-even the Treasurer is 
starting to grin because he know~ what I am 
going to say-arc Mt. Isa Mmes, Darra 
Cement the Adelaide Steamship Company,. 
and th~ Howard Smith Steamship Company. 
Can anyone imagine the Government of 
Queensland guaranteeing a lousy £200,000· 
overdraft for four companies such as those, 
which between the four of them, or any two 
of whom, could not only guarantee t~e 
Tre1surer 's deficit but could also finance h1s 
public-works programme for the year~ That 
is just as ridiculous as saying the Warrego 
branch of the A.L.P. is guaranteeing the 
overdraft of B.H.P. or the C.S.R. 

JUr. Walsll: vVe could withdraw tlle 
guarantee, if you like. 

)Ir. AIKENS: It would not matter two 
hoots in hell to them if the guarantee was 
withdrawn ten times over. Imagine guaran­
teeing a lousy £200,000 overdraft for Mt. Isa 
Mines the Adelaide Steamship Company, or 
Howa~d Smiths, and this is a combination 
of all of them! 

When we talk about the need for estab­
lishing industries in Northern Queensland, and 
when we ask the Government to do some­
thing about it, this is the type of statement 
we get in reply-I have heard it from seven;l 
Ministers; I am not sure I have heard 1t 
from the Treasurer. but I have heard it from 
the Secretary for Labour and Industry, the 
Premier and the Deputy Premier, and if the 
Treasurer has not said it, it is only betJause 
he has not thought to s:1y it-

}fr. Wnlsh: If I said it I will not gr) 
hack on it. 

lUr. AIIfENS: This is the statement-
" '\Ve would like to see industrv estab­

lished in Northern Queensland but" 1ve can­
not compel industry to go there. We can 
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only ask industries to go to Northern 
Queensland and if they want to establish 
themselves in Brisbane we can do nothing 
about it.'' 

I ask the Treasurer whether he did make 
that statement. 

.:\Ir. Walsh: No, but it would be true 
enough if I did. 

~Ir. AIKENS: The newspaper article I 
have quoted shows what they are willing to 
do to encourage the establishment of indus­
tries in Brisbane. They are willing to show 
keenness on the part of officials, speed by 
the Government in handling negotiations, they 
are willing to find money for land at Hamil­
ton and to make land available for nothing, 
they are willing to find the money for works 
at Rocklea and proviJde those works for 
nothing, but when they are asked to help 
establish industries in Northern Queensland, 
what do they do~ 

:ii'Ir. Walsh: We will do the same for 
the northern industries. 

lUr. AIKENS: I wonder why the 
Treasurer, who should know me fairly well, 
always walks into the little juvenile traps I 
lay for him. He says, ''We will do the same 
for the North." I challenge him. Let him 
go to the Premier's Department or the Depart­
ment of Labour and Industry and ask to 
see the files of various men ''"ho have gone 
to the Government from time to time and 
asked those departments to help in the estab­
lishment of industries in Northern Queens­
land. In the last 12 months I have seen the 
actual letters these men ha Ye received from 
the Premier, from the Secretary fm Labour 
:md Industry, and from the Go,-ernment, and 
they are all of the one pattern. 

The other day I went to see a man who 
r~ally wanted to establish an industry in 
Northern Queenslaml. He ilid not want to 
establish it in Brisbane. Let us be honest 
about all this. If we allow an ini!ustry to 
choose its own site, it is natural that it 
will choose Brisbane. Here they haye cheap 
electric power, compared with the power in 
the North. Here they have a 500 000-con­
sumer market right at their doorstep. Here 
the~: have easy freight and transport con­
cessrm;s and easy and short transport lines 
hy rarl, road, or sea, so that if they are 
looking for a profit immediately they start 
operations, and if they are left 'to their own 
devices and if they are not helped in any 
way, I admit it is only natural that they will 
establish themselves in Brisbane. But we 
h~ve had the Director of Secondary lndus­
tnes almost every year telling the Govern­
ment what we have been trying to tell them 
?Yer th: years-that if they are going to get 
mdustnes to go to North Queensland and 
establish themsehes there the Government will 
have to J<ive some tangible form of help. 
Here I wrll tell the Treasurer what tangible 
help the Government will give. I have 
seen not one but several of the letters 
that hm'e been written by a Minister 
or the Government or the Premier or 
Deputv Premier to people who have asked 
the Government for aid to enable them 
to establish themselves in the North. They 

did not get any speed from the Government~ 
they did not get any eagerness from the 
Government; all they got, to nse one man's. 
words, was the cold shoulder. They were 
pushed about from department to department. 
and if they wanted land they were told to 
go and argue the matter with the Depart­
ment of Public Lands, and if they wanted to 
discharge the effluent from their factories they 
were told to go and argue it with the Depart­
ment of Harbours and Marine. If they 
wanted railway freights they were told to 
go and argue it out themselves with the· 
Railway Department. Actually, they were 
pushed about from department to depart­
ment, cold-shouldered from Minister to. 
Minister for months on end, until they became 
sick, discouraged, disheartened and dis­
gusted, and finally established their indus­
tries here in Brisbane. Every one of them 
got this type of letter from the Premier or 
from the Sceretary for Labour and Industry 
or from somebody else who was speaking for· 
the GoYernment-

'' \V e are prepared to assist you-- n 
and contrast this >vith the help the Govern­
ment ha,,e given to the establishment of 
industry and the concentration of population 
in Brisbane-

'' to the extent of guaranteeing two-thirds 
of your overdraft at the bank provided 
that the bank has a first mortgage on your 
land, your building, your stock, your plant, 
and all your assets.'' 

In effect, the Government told them that if 
they can get an overdraft from the bank and 
give the bank a first mortgage on their assets, 
including buildings, land, stock, plant, and 
their personal belongings and everything else, 
they will guarantee two-thirds of the over­
draft. Every man said to the Government, 
''If we have enough stock, plant, land and 
buildings to get an overdraft from the bank 
on a first mortgage, what the hell do we want 
,.-ith your two-thirds guarantee~'' I chal­
lenge the Treasurer-the Secretary for Public 
Lands is apparently not interested-to deny 
that that letter was sent out, not once but at 
least a dozen times, to men who were eager 
to establish industry outside of Brisbane. 

:iUr. )Valsh: According to your story we· 
should not have given a guarantee to the 
Xorth Queensland Cement Company. 

}Ir. AIKENS: The Treasurer's guarantee 
to the North Queensland Cement Company 
was not •vorth a roasted peanut and it would 
be as futile as the Bundaberg A.L.P. 
guaranteeing the overdr1Lft of the C.S.R. or 
B.H.P. 

There are men-and I have spoken to them 
personally over the last 12 months-who were 
desirous of establishing industries in the 
north. They have become disheartened, dis­
cour·aged, pusheil from department to depart­
ment, and cold-shouldered from department 
to department, and finally in the long run 
they received this facetious offer of a two­
third guarantee of their OYen1raft, provided' 
the bank held a first mortgage on land, 
building, stock, ani! plant. 

JU:r. Sparkes: The guarantee would not 
be worth a snap of the fingers. 
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Mr. AIKENS: The guarantee would not 
be worth a dumper, because if they had all 
the assets to get an overdraft on a first 
.mortgage from the bank they would not want 
the two-thirds guarantee from the Govern­
ment. The cold fact remains that whilst the 
Government profess to be interested in the 
development of industry in the North and 
interested in attracting and holding the 
population of the North, their interest begins 
and ends with the tongue. 

And, then again, we have cases of indus­
tries that were established in the North and 
were crushed out of existence in North 
<;Jueensland by preferential rail freights given 
to allow industries to become established 
along the same lines in Brisbane and then the 
northern industry has been crushed out of 
existence. We ran pick up the rail freight 
schedule any day of the week and find that 
this is so-and let me tell hon. members that 
the same old racket in regard to special 
freight rates has again been introduced into 
the railway service. All these big Brisbane 
concerns, all these big Brisbane manufac­
turing industries, many of which should be 
in North Queensland, enjoy this preferential 
rail freight rate, through which they can 
crush out any industry \hat is established in 
North Queensland in competition with them. 

There is my challenge to the Treasurer. 
Let him bring those letters forward. Let 
-hif lay the files on the table of the House 
and he will find that in almost every case 
that was the extent of the Government's 
:assistance in the establishment of industry 
in North Queensland. 

llr. Walsh: What is Big Business in the 
North doing for itself~ If they want free 
~mterprise and free hanks, let them have 
free banks. 

llr. AIKENS: Let us deal with the 
-openly expressed hypocrisy of the Treasurer. 
He says, "What is Big Business in the North 
doing for itself~" In other words, the Treas­
urer says, ''If industry wants to establish 
itself in the North, let it go north and estab­
lish itself." Why do not the Government 
adopt that same policy with regard to industry 
that wants to establish itself in Brisbane. 

llr. Walsh: We do. 

Mr. AIKENS: The Government do not. 

Mr. Walsh: We do. 

Mr. AIKENS: The Government do not. 
'They give them free land at Hamilton or free 
buildings at Rocklea. If they are not entirely 
free, they are almost free. 

Mr. Walsh: You are telling a deliberate 
untruth. I cannot call you what I should 
like to call you. 

Mr. AIKENS: And I cannot call the 
'Treasurer what I should like to call him. We 
:are on an equal footing there. 

llr. Walsh: No free land and no free 
buildings have been given to anyone. 

lUr. AIKENS: It is given to them at a 
rental so low that it is almost free. What 
is the difference~ 

llr. Walsh: The Land Court determines 
that eventually. 

Mr. AIKENS: If the Treasurer says, 
"Let industry go to the North and establish 
itself," why does he not say the same to 
industry in Brisbane~ vVhy do we have men 
like Mr. Griffen, the managing director of 
Bitumen Oil Refineries (Australia) Ltd., 
saying-

'' The speed with which the Government 
had handled the negotiations, coupled with 
the keenness of officials to get the project 
under way, had convinced him that the 
Government was going out of its way to 
attract private enterprise to Queensland.''~ 

What he meant to say, of course, was that 
the Govemment were going out of their way 
to attract private enterprise to Brisbane, and 
so they are. 

lir. Walsh intEtrjected. 

llr. AIKENS: If the Treasurer said Mr. 
Griffen is a bigger rat-hag than I am, Mr. 
Griffen will be pleased to hear it. I am sure 
Mr. Griffen will he pleased to hear that the 
Treasurer thinks he is a bigger rat-bag than 
I am. 

JUr. Walsh: If Mr. Griff en had wanted 
to go to Townsville he could have, and we 
would have helped him to get a site. 

Mr. AIKENS: I will guarantee that If 
he had said to the Treasurer ' 'I propose to 
establish my bitumen industry in Towns­
ville,'' the Treasurer would have moved 
heaven and earth to stop him. 

llr. Walsh: That is why we won back 
two seats in the North. 

Mr. AIKENS: I notice that you did not 
do too well in my electorate. That is the 
mildest thing I can say. 

Mr. Walsh: We will get it back 
eventually. 

llr. AIKENS: It all depends on one's 
interpretation of the word ''eventually''. 

JUr. Sparkes: I suppose you have to die 
some day. 

Mr. AIKENS: I suppose I shall have to 
die some day. 

Now that the Treasurer has brought up the 
matter, let us deal with this progressive 
party in the North called the North Queens­
land Labour Party. I know, of course, that 
Mr. Herlihy, of the State Electoral Office, 
named us the '' Thomas Aikens Party'' in 
the electoral records last year. We know, 
too, that the sycophantic ''Truth'' and the 
sycophantic A.B.C. followed his lead, but 
to the credit of ''The Sunday Mail'' and 
''The Courier-Mail'' they gave us our correct 
title. 

Let us have a look at the North Queensland 
Labour Party and see whether we can deter­
mine the stuff of which it is made. I do 
not think any A.L.P. branch in Queensland 
is as firmly rooted in the trade-union move­
ment as the North Queensland Labour Party. 
Let us have a look at some of our officers 
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and the positions they hold in the trade­
union movement. Our president, J. J, 
Abercrombie, is the Townsville and District 
secretary of the Vehicle Builders' Federation. 
Our secretary, Mr. Gormley, is the Northern 
president of the A.M.I.E.U. Our auditor, 
Mr. Murgatroyd, is the secretary of the North 
Queensland Branch of the Federated Clerks' 
Union. One of our vice-presidents, Mr. 
0 'Brien, is the State president of the Austra­
lian Railways Union. On our committee we 
have men like Ned Harris, who have given 
a lifetime of service to the Labour Movement. 
Amongst the rm1k and file of the ~orth 
Queensland Labour Party we have men 
second to none in their record of fervour 
and loyalty in the trade-union movement, 
apart, of course from the Australian Labour 
Party. This is not a one-man show, as some 
peop:e would have you believe, because in 
1952, which is only last year, we contested 
the Townsville municipal election. In Tmvns­
ville we provide for the election of 10 alder­
men who are elected en bloc. Every elector 
is given 10 votes, using the figures 1 to 10, 
and each vote has the same value. The ?\o. 10 
vote has the same value as the No. 1 vote. 
Consequently with 18,000 electors and with 
a fair amount of cross voting the T.C.A., 
that is, the Liberal Party, filled first eight 
places with their eight candidates, the 
Independent Alderman Gill and Alderman 
Parry taking the other two places. 

Let us have a look at the North Queens­
land Labour Party and see how their 10 
candidates fared and how the 10 candidates 
of the Australian Labour Party got on. 
Here are the figures for the 10 candidates 
of the Xorth Queensland Labour Party-

That gives 
candidate. 

Now let 
A.L.P. got 
figures for 

8,844 
5,587 
5,268 
4,802 
3,793 
3,475 
3,381 
3,249 
3,039 
3,039 

Total 44,477 
an average of 4,447 for each 

The top man got 8,844. 

us see how the top man of the 
on. He got 3,477. Here are the 
the A.L.P. candidates-

3,477 
3,354 
2,887 
2,547 
2,520 
2,462 
2,441 
2,283 
2,138 
2,023 

'J.'otal 26,132 

That gives an average of 2,613 for each 
candidate. Yet they would have you believe­
that the A.L.P. is a power in Townsville. 

llir. J{err: You have got them on the· 
run. 

lUr. AIKENS: We have got them all on_ 
the run. Then I come to the State elections 
this year. Our candidate in TomlSvi!le 
against the redoubtable George Keyatta 
improved our 1950 figures by nearly 50 per 
eent., despite the fact that the Labour Party­
enjoyed the most tremendous swing since 
1918. Against the firmly entrenched member 
for Haughton, Mr. McCathie, our candidate­
also improYed his position. 

An Opposition 1\Iember: What about the: 
position m ="1undingburra? 

lUr. AIKENS: I will tell you what my 
majority was in Mundingburra. In 1944 I 
got a majority. It was just a majority, I 
just got my nose in front of the next. 
candiuate, and at no time did I get 
an absolute majority. I was 700 in the lead 
of Mr. 'l'omlins, the Labour candidate, in_ 
1944. In 1947 I was 200 in the lead of 
Mr. Coburn, the Independent candidate, and 
in 1950 I was 600 in the lead of the Lioeral 
candidate, Mr. Bracken. Despite the 
tremendous swing to Labour at the last 
elections I was 2,100 in the lead of the­
strongest Labour candidate the Labour Party 
ever had, J\fr. Gleeson, and 2,700 in the lead 
of the Liberal candidate, and had an absolute 
majority of 500 over both in an 8,000-odd 
poll. Is there anyone here who can entirely 
dissociate himself from either the Liberal­
Country Party or the Labour Party and get 
an absolute majority over a Liberal candidate 
and a Labour candidate in his electorate? I 
doubt very much whether the hon. member 
for Clayfield could do it and I throw in hi& 
top hat, gardenia and spats. 

I suppose our bitterest political opponent 
in Townsville would be ''The Townsville 
Daily Bulletin.'' I use the word ''political'· 
deliberately. I do not think there is any 
personal animus between the editor and the 
sub-editor and me. They would like to see 
me and my party swept into oblivion 
to-morrow. They do not miss a trick. The 
hon. member for Haughton will tell you that. 
8ince the Townsville show resumed in 1!!46: 
after the war ''The Townsville Daily­
Bulletin' '-although the showgrounds are illi 
Mundingburra and I attend every day and 
night of the four days and three nights of 
the shO>Y-has deliberately tried for eight 
years to convince everyone that I am the only 
local member who does not go to the show, 
The hon. member for Haughton has only to, 
go for half-an-hour and he gets half a­
column. The same applies to the hon. member­
for Burdekin and the hon. member for­
Townsville; and the hon. member for Hillchin­
brook has only to make a fleeting appearance· 
and he gets a whole half column of· 
sycophantic slush. They say, "No show 
would be eomplete without dear old Nugget, 
who holds the responsible position of Govern­
ment Whip." (Laughter.) Every oth~r 
pg1itid1!l1 gets hB,lf a column of sycophant1c 



672 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

.slush from ''The Townsville Daily Bulletin' ' 

.and I get not a word. I asked them one day 
why they did not mention me and they said, 
·''We only mention any visitors who come, 
and as you are not a visitor you do not get 
:a mention.'' That shows the depths to which 
that paper will go in order to try to wipe us 
·Out politically. 

Even ''The Townsville Daily Bulletin'' 
knows and recognises that there is a North 
Queensland Labour Party. I suppose we have 
spent with them over the years hundreds and 
hundreds of pounds in advertising propaganda. 
It is no secret that our bill for the last State 

>election was well over £300 and when they sub­
mitted their account they received a cheque 
promptly. They know the North Queensland 
L~bour Party's cheques do not bounce; I 
Will not go any further than that-our party 
.cheques do not bounce. (Opposition laughteT.) 
'The secret of the North Queensland 
Labour Party's success lies in its member­
ship, in the integrity and nature of its 
members. The party is not split into factions 
and schisms. There is no bitterness and 
back-stabbing, and no personal enmity and 
no sectarian division. \Ve have Royai Arch 
Chapter masons sitting alongside members 
of the Holy Name Society and men who 
profess no religion; they hang their religion 
-on the peg with their hats when they come 
in the door. 

I know the hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha 
has been waiting for me to reply to him. He 
·Came up to Mundingburra three years ago 
and he addressed meetings for Bracken arid 
he said to one supporter, "No more for me 
going to Mundingburra talking to two bloody 
·dogs and the trees.'' Contrast that loyalty 
and good standing of the North Queensland 
Labour Party with the state of affairs in the 
~.L.P. in Townsville. Recently we were all 
·distressed to hear of the illness of George 
Keyatta. I went down the street one day and 
met a prominent A.L.P. member in front of 
the post office. He said to me, ' 'Have you 
heard how George is~'' I said ' 'I did not 
think you would be interested.'' He said 
·<'Oh yes, I am interested.'' I then said' 
"What is that in your par ket ~" He said' 
4

' That is my plebiscite nominatio~ 
form all filled in." (Opposition 
laughter.) He had his plebiscite form filled 
in waiting for George to die. That is the 
loyalty you get in the A.L.P. and that is why 
we hn:ve th~m on the rn_n and that is why they 
are discredited. That IS why they are on the 
nose. (Laughter.) That is why the hon. 
member for Haughton does not have too 
much to do with them. N at only have we 
loyalty and mateship within the pa~tv but we 
have honesty of purpose. The people know 
what we stand for. They know the things 
we advocate and that when we get mto 
Parliament or on the public platform we will 
advocate these things. Incidentally, I brought 
with me one of the partv tickets, if anyone 
is interested enough to see it. It used t'o be 
the Hermit Park Labour Party but now, of 
oeourse, it has been incorporated into the North 
Queensland Labour Party and hon. members 
would be astounded at some of the fellows 
who hold these tickets. I will not make 

suggestions about any members in this Cham­
ber but members of the Committee would be 
astounded if they knew the number and 
calibre of thii men in North Queensland who 
have these tickets in their pockets. They 
know the things for which we stand. We 
stand for the workers, the farmers, and the 
useful people; and above all things we stand 
for North Queensland. 

(Time expired.) 

lUr. LLOYD ROBERTS (Whitsunday) 
( 4.11 p.m.) : It is not my intention to take up 
my own or the time of this Commit~ee on a 
general discussion of the Budget, whiCh after 
all is said and clone is nothmg more than a 
mock Budget. The Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition, the hon. member for Coorparoo, 
made a farly good job of exposing it the 
other day. Confirmation of this was given by 
the Leader of the Opposition this morning. 
The people of Queensland are indeed fortunate 
in having such a sympathetic and generous 
Federal Government as the :Menzies-Fadden 
Government and as a result of their 
generosity over the period of their adminis­
tration this Queensland State Government 
have been able to show a surplus on each 
occasion. Though they cry out to the high 
heavens about how badly they are being 
treated I know that anybody who studies 
the subject can discern that in the last two 
or three months of each year the ratio of 
expenditure, compared with the other months 
of the year, is terrific because they rush to 
find which particular trust fund they can 
dump this money into so that they will not 
show too big a surplus at the end of the 
year. 

The matter on which I wish to touch is 
the subject of a question I asked in this 
Parliament some days ago about the Mackay­
Barnes Creek Road. This is one of the main 
arterial roads entering Mackay. The Nebo 
Road runs in one direction and the Barnes 
Creek Road in another. Although this road 
is separatf'cl from the heart of Mackay only 
by the Forgan Bridge, which is approximately 
a quarter of a mile long, it is possibly the 
worst road within 10 miles of any city, not 
only in Queensland but in the whole of Aus­
tralia. Some time ago, after much pressure 
was exerted, the Main Roads Commission 
agreed on a widening and repair job amounting 
to approximately £4,000. I asked a question 
in this Chamber whether the job was corn· 
pleted and if so, whether the Main Roads 
Commission was satisfied with the job. Hon. 
members may remember that I got quite a 
lengthy answer and reference was made 
towards the finish of the reply to the fact 
that it was stated by one councillor that 
excessive speed was the main cause of the 
difficulty. The reply continued-

'' The job, although finished, is still in 
the maintenance period, during which time 
any slight blemishes which appear are 
corrected. That the Press campaign is 
completely unfounded is amply demon­
strated by the remarks of the chairman of 
the Pioneer Shire Council, as reported in 
'The Daily Mercury' of Saturday, 
3 October, 1953." 
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On 24 September there appeared in the 
Mackay ''Daily Mercury'' an item headed 
'' £4,000 spent on Barnes Creek Road.'' 

''About £4,000 has been spent on the 
Barnes Creek Road. 

''Pioneer Shire Council engineer (Mr. 
H. J. Hannam) said this at the meeting 
of the council yesterday. 

''Councillors expressed disappointment at 
the way the road had turned out. 

''Not Safe. 
''Cr. M. A. McColl said he blamed 

speed hogs for smashing the road. It was 
not wide enough and was not safe for 
women and children. 

'' 'I would rather stand on a battlefield 
than stand on that road at night,' he said. 
. "Cr. C. J. McKinle,y: It is disappoint­
mg, but >ve can't do anything about it. 
The design should have been the full 
width of the road. 

''Cr. A. Franettovich: I am disappointed 
with it ale o. 

''Cr. C. J. McLennan said more work had 
yet to be clone on the road. 

''Mr. Hannam said the work had been a 
big improvement.'' 

Then, on the 26th, two days later, we read­
" Road Job Draws Attack. 

''Recent widening and resurfacing of 
Barnes Creek road was seyerely criticised 
by Harbour Board members yesterday. 

''City Council Alderman J. C. M. Chata­
way said he thought the board should have 
something to say about the road. 

'' 'I am not satisfied with it. It was 
too limited by the specifications and costs 
to make a worthwhile job,' he said. 

'' 'Horrible Job.' 
''Chairman of Pioneer Shire (Cr. H. 

Woodyard) described the road as a 
'horrible job.' 

'~The ch~irma;1 (Mr. A. S. Hamilton) : 
It lS a tcrnble JOb. I think the city and 
shire council should pursue the matter and 
take it up with the Premier. 

"Mr. Woodyard: The city council did 
not stick to the specified mixture of bitu­
men. They later spent days and days with 
experimental mixes with harbour stone. In 
some cases there was insufficient tar to 
cover the stone. They did arrive at a 
mix . wh!ch covered. the stone sufficiently, 
but It hfts. That IS why it is patched. 

"Hard Worked. 
''Mr. J. M. :Ylulherin: That road does 

a lot of work. 
"Mr. Woo_dya~d: I think the city council 

got away With It before the Main Roads 
found out. 

'' 11r. J. M. Mulherin: Evidently they 
put on too much on the first mix and had 
too little for the rest of the job. The 
first flood will take it off.'' 

Of course, that brought the Mackay City 
Council in and on 29 September we find this 
published-

'' RespoRsibility for Barnes Creek Road 
Job Denied. 

1953-Y 

'' Mackay City Council could accept no 
responsibility for the Barnes Creek Road 
job. 

"Chairman of the Works and Town 
Planning Committee (Aid. J. P. Casey) 
said this at last night's council meeting. 

'' 'The City Council appears to have 
come in for a deal of criticism over this 
road job. It should be made known the 
City Council had nothing to do with the 
design, nor was it the constructing 
authority. 

''Men Used. 
' ' 'It was a Main Roads Department 

project carried out under the supervision 
of the Pioneer Shire Council. The City 
Council only came into it because onr men 
had been engaged on similar work in the 
Xebo Road area. 

' ' 'The men were paid by the shire 
council and the work was supervised by the 
shire engineer. We can accept no responsi­
bility for that road. I am afraid I must 
adm'it it is not a 100 per cent. job,' '' he 
added. 

''Aid. J. C. M. Chataway: I can go back 
to the days when people came into town 
in bullock drays and on horseback. Even 
then there was a fenced off walk for pedes­
trians. Nowadays, with the high speed 
traffic, there is no provision for 
pedestrians. 

'' 'I contend it would be a physical 
impossibility for a woman to push a pram 
along the side of that road. She would 
have to use the bitumen pavement, where 
she is endangered by the traffic. 

'' 'That road is a disgrace. It is just 
a waste of money-pure and simple waste.' 

''Must Refute. 
"The Mayor (Alcl. Binnington): We 

have to refute this charge against us. It 
is unfair for us to cop the crow all the 
time when we are not responsible for it. 

''Aid. Chataway: We should protest to 
the Main Roads Department about it. It 
is their specifications.'' 

Then on Saturday-remember I asked the 
question on Thursday-we see-

"Creek Road Job Upheld." 
Here is the Chairman of the Shire upholding 
the roacl job. I have already read his 
opinion of it on two different occasions. 

Mr. Evans: Is he a member of the 
A.L.P~ 

lUr. LLOYD ROBERTS: He is a member 
of the A.L.P. also. Of course, as we have 
seen happen only recently, a man might 
express an opinion in all good faith and 
then, when the whip is cracked, there is no 
doubt that he has to toe the line. 

There is another matter with which I wish 
to deal, and it is one to which I have given 
considerable thought and quite a bit of study. 
Every thoughtful person throughout Queens­
land, and for that matter in Australia today, 
must be greatly concerned over the 
perilous position existing in the coal-mining 
industry. There is not the slightest shadow 
of doubt that this condition has been brought 
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about by a complete lack of foresight and 
business acumen on the part of the men 
charged with the handling of the coal-mining 
industry, without doubt the lifeblood of any 
nation. It is not very many years ago when 
Australia wa,s crying out for coal produc­
tion, and it must be admitted to their credit 
that the coal-miners as a whole responded 
freely to the call for increased production. 
Evidence of this can be found in the figures 
of production that have been presented to 
this Chamber over a number of years, dealing 
not only with Queensland production, but 
production in Australia. Although the 
underground production increa,sed consider­
ably, a big increase resulted in the open-cut 
methods, and a blind man would have been 
able to see that with the huge increase in 
open-cut mining, it would not be long before 
there was over-production, and this would 
be greater in Queensland perhaps than in 
other areas, because of this State's vast coal 
resources and the possibilities of her open­
cut production. It could be easily seen 
that when the oYer-production period came 
Queensland would have perhaps the most 
severe battering of all the Australian States. 
What has this State done towards meeting 
the over-production problem~ I should say 
very, very little-nothing at all, for that 
ma.tter to my mind, and I should say to the 
mind of the people of Queensland generally. 

Mr. Devries: Are you opposed to 
mechanisation~ 

lUr. LLOYD ROBERTS: I shall deal with 
mechanisation in turn; in fact, I shall deal 
with several phases of the coal-mining 
industry, and perhaps the hon. gentleman will 
realise how far I am opposed to mechanisa­
tion or in favour of it. The public must still 
remember vividly the Blair Athol fiasco, in 
which an overseas organisation as deYoid of 
capital as a frog is of feathers was made a 
grand presentation of the vast coal resources 
of Blair Athol in exchange for a mere pit­
tance of royalty and without any obligation 
to open up any of the country and without 
any obligation whatever to even cart one 
ounce of foodstuffs or fodder or anything for 
the people who might settle along the 
proposed· railwa,y route. 

}fr. Evans: Exclusively to themselves. 

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: One of the 
worst arrangements that could possibly have 
been entered into. The devil certainly looked 
after his own when this organisation 
flopped and could not take advantage of 
the Government's mighty donation of the 
people's assets. As to what has happened 
since, I leave it to the people to decide 
what effort the Government have made 
towards finding a market for Blair Athol 
coaL 

We might take a look at Callide, too. Some 
few years ago, because of the generosity of 
the :M:enzies-Fadden Goyernment, a first-class 
road was built between the Callide open-cut 
field and its natural seaport, Gladstone. 
Within some short time later, entirely for 
political expediency and in an endeavour to 
appease the electors of Rockhampton and 

adjoining a,reas, who by some lltrm1ge 
coincidence had not polled too weJl at the 
previous election, the Government decided to 
go in for a railway line from this field to 
link up with the Biloela line and bring this 
coal to Rockhampton. 

lUr. Kerr: They were Labour members. 

lUr. LLOYD ROBERTS: There were two 
of three round there who would benefit as 
the result, whereas in Gladstone there was 
only one poor unfortunate. The natHral port 
of Gladstone was to be banned to the wilds, 
merely to provide some political advantage 
for the Rockhampton area_ That line is 
almost completed-! believe it will be com­
pleted within a month or so-and I believe 
the total cost will be about £500,000. There 
is some trrlk now of some of the Calli de coal's 
going down to Gladstone by rail, but of 
course that is possibly another little racket 
that is being worked between the various 
Ministers as the result of which ''There will 
be something for you and I will get some­
tlJing out of it too.'' 

\Ve had the recent example of potatoes 
from North Queensland being railed to the 
border at Wallangarra and then being 
returned to North Queensland and sold 
there. It has been suggested to me that 
that was nothing but a great racket between 
the Minister in charge of prices and the 
Minister for Transport. The Minister in 
charge of prices 'kept the price down so_ that 
it would have to happen :<nd the Railway 
Department would get double freight. 

lUr. A. JONES: I rise to a point of order. 
I suggest that the hon. member should with­
draw his statement that Ministers have been 
engaged in rackets. It is offensive to me, 
and, 1 am sure, to other hon. members. 

The TE~IPORARY CHXIR~IAN (Mr. 
Graham): Order! I ask the hon. member 
to withdraw. 

lUr. LLOYD ROBERTS: I have no 
hesitation in withdrawing the word ''racket''. 
I will put it this way: if it was a scheme, 
as ~was suggested to me, I should say it was 
a very good little scheme and one _ that 
paid excellent dividends to the Rmlway 
Department. 

JUr. Deyries: You know it is not true. 

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: It may be true 
or it may not. I am not saying it is true. 
However, it has been said-and it would be 
said-that the same thing will happen in 
the 0ase of Callide coal_ 

One would think that the expenditure of 
£500,000 on the railway line and the 
expenditure on the road would have caused 
the Government to look for markets for this 
coal. It appears that some sort of an agree­
ment was entered into by this State for the 
sale of Callide coal to Victoria, but some­
thing seems to have gone wrong with it. 
This Government have not a very happy 
record in the agreements they enter into. My 
mind goes back immediately to the time wl~en 
a QuePnsland Premier made a couple of trrps 
OYerseas to conclude a sugar agreement. 
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Certain statements appeared in the Press, and 
it was not until some time later that we 
learned that no agreement at all had been 
entered into. The same thing could have 
happened in the case of the agreement on 
Callide coal between Queensland and Vic­
toria, or there must have been some flaw in 
it. I did not notice any great hue and cry 
or any howl and whinge when the Victorian 
Government decided not to go on with it. 

Prior to the last State election, this 
Government forced their understrapper, the 
Brisbane City Council, to stockpile coal 
against its wishes. 

Several other Government and semi­
Government departments were required to do 
likewise. While that might be a handy pro­
cedure in the face of an impending election, 
what good can it eventuallv do~ It is 
only delaying the evil day. For some 
years now the Government have had stockpile 
coal at Gladstone, which they have fictitiously 
taken into their report and balance-sheet at 
a certain tonnage. The coal covers a wide 
area with trees, shrubs, and all sorts of 
things growing through it. I doubt whether 
it would be worth 10s. a ton today. It has 
a shallow depth and through the passing of 
time I think that it would be nothing more 
nor less than powdered dust today. I very 
much doubt whether the Government could 
get a tender of 10s. a ton for it at 
Gladstone. 

Let me now travel further afield. Recently 
the Bowen Consolidated Mine obtained per­
mission to start open-cut mining. This is a 
privately-owned mine and the shareholders 
with the controlling interests, wish to develop 
the mine to the fullest extent. Virtually 
the whole of the output will be used by Mt. 
Isa Mines. The company has the right to 
mine the coal as it sees fit and I agree 
entirelv with the Government's decision on 
the matter. However, there is an obligation 
on the company and Government to see 
that no unemployment id caused by the 
adoption of open-cut methods at this mine. 
I understand also that the Collinsville State 
mine will be fully mechanised in the near 
future. Indeed, that work should have been 
completed by now. It is expected that the 
output of that mine also will be increased 
considerably. I am concerned to see that 
there is continuity of employment for the 
miners, even after the mine has been fully 
mechanised. This is a very important 
matter. Here is a reasonably large town­
ship dependent entirely for its existence on 
the work in the coal-mines. People have 
lived there for years and have reared their 
families. They have sunk every penny they 
possess into the building of their homes and 
so it is the responsibility of the State to 
see that continuity of employment is main­
tained. The only future open to boys is to 
follow in their fathers' footsteps and go 
down the mine, always realising full well 
the hazards involved, that they go do1m the 
mine in the morning not knowing whether 

they will come up at night. It is the 
responsibility of the Government to see that 
there is continuity of employment for these 
people. These safeguards must be taken if 
this town is not to become the ghost town 
that it could easily be if action was not 
taken to prevent it. 

I know that the Government have said 
through their department that there will be 
no loss of employment for the coal-miners 
but how much of the Government's say-so 
can we accept~ Their record in matters such 
as this is not one of which they can be proud. 
Any Government who would cut off the air 
from a coal-mine while the miners were 
underground on strike would not hesitate to 
change their minds in regard to unemploy­
ment. I am not concerned one little bit with 
the merits or the demerits of the stay-down 
rltrike. Personally, I believe it was very 
foolish, but when the Queensland Depart­
ment of Mines-! do no~ know who 
had the final say in it-cut the air off when 
those men were down the mine it might have 
had the effect of condemning them to death 
or permanent injury. It must go down as a 
very black mark in the alrea~y chequered 
record of this Government. I w1ll go further 
and say that a blackfe!low would not do ~t 
to his dog, yet it was done by th1s 
Government. 

Mr. Gair: You are very solicitous, 
aren't you? Who compelled them to stay 
down the mine? 

:t)lr. LLOYD ROBERTS: I have said that 
I am not concerned with the merits or deme_nts 
of the dispute, but anybody who would sw1tch 
off the air and cause these men to run the 
risk of black damp or anything else they 
might suffer becau~e the air was . cut off 
and they were subJected to foul au-wel.l, 
that is not a very good record for th1s 
Government. 

I go further and ask: what have the Govern­
ment done towards finding a market for any 
surplus coal we shall have~ The answer is, 
very little. Hon. members may remember 
that we had a delegation in this State from 
Pakistan some time ago, and there has been 
some talk of exporting to China and Korea, 
and I believe that some coal was actually 
exported from the South recently and mo~e 
will be exported shortly. W_hat have th1s 
Government done towards findmg a markeU 
The ordinary procedure, when you have some­
thing to sell, is to go out and find a market 
for it. I, as well as other members, have 
been a salesman over a period of years and 
I have never sold anything by sitting on 
my backside waiting for a buyer. There is 
only one way to sell it and that is to go out 
and find buyers. Has the sugar industry 
waited at home for a market? Has the meat 
industry or the butter industry waited at 
home for a market to come to it. Of course 
it has not. Both these industries have gone 
out after a market. In the case of our coal, 
that is the responsibility of the Minister 
holding the portfolio of Secretary for Mines 
and Immigration. During the short period 
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I have been a member of this Parliament, I 
have been pleased 1to learn thaJt certain 
Ministers went overseas. I think it is 
a good thing because it develops one's 
mind and it would make a Minister more 
fit to administer his department than other­
wise. I suggest that the Secretary for Mines 
and Immigration should go overseas and find 
a market for any surplus coal we may have. 
I am not suggesting the Minister would be 
anything out of the box as a salesman-pos­
sibly he might be fiat out selling ice creams 
in hell-but a Minister usually has com­
petent officers with him on these visits. I 
have no doubt that if there 1vere some enter­
taining and things like that to be done he 
would handle the job very well and return 
with a sizeable order tucked away in his 
pocket. 

There is another angle from which the 
coal-mining industry can be safeguarded, 
probably the safer and sounder angle than 
the finding of overseas markets. This is in 
the development of other uses for coal 
within our own country. I cannot think of 
any better or more nationally needed avenue 
than the hydrogenation of coal, in other 
words the conversion of coal to oil. I do not 
intend to be parochial in this matter and do 
not care where the conversion is carried out, 
whether at Callide, Blair Athol, Nebo, Collins­
ville or anywhere else. But I am concerned to 
ensure that the hydrogenation of the Queens­
land coal is carried out in Queensland. I am a 
Queenslander and I want this industry in 
Queensland but unless we are wide awake and 
fight hard for it now, not leaving it until a 
later time, hydrogenation of coal will come 
in Australia but not to Queensland. The 
Premier supports me very strongly in this 
matter because I read in today's paper that 
at a small gathering last night that he 
audressed he said virtually the same thing. 
The Press report states that Mr. Gair con­
demned any policy of ' 'We can't do this 
and we cannot do that because it is 
uneconomic. Unless we do it someone else 
will do it for us.'' That is the text that I 
want to bring before this Committee forcibly. 
At the present time the large-scale national 
works are being carried out in New South 
\Vales and to a lesser degree in Victoria and 
South Australia; very little on a national 
scale is going on in Queensland. 

Recently I had the opportunity of inspecting 
a hydro-electric scheme at the Snowy River. 
For myself, I believe this is only the matter of 
a sop to the miners. They were told that these 
po~wer-houses, 16 of them to be exact, will 
generate more than 10 times the whole of 
the power in Australia today, but will be 
used only at peak periods of the day and 
consequently iYill not affect consumption of 
coal. I uo not believe that and I do not 
think that very many other people believe it 
but I merely mention it to bring before this 
Committee the seriousness of the coal position 
in Australia. In addition, we have the use 
of diesel locomotives. These are now being 
n~ed in Queensland as well as other States 

and must already haYe curtailed the use of 
coal. As time goes on, I have not the 
slightest doubt, sufficient pressure will be 
brought to bear to have hydrogenation of coal, 
but it will be in the south and I therefore 
urge on hon. members and particularly 
Cabinet Ministers that now is the time to 
ring the bell, not later when somebody else 
l1as beaten us to the punch. 

I should like now to run briefly through 
the history of the synthetic fuel process, 
about which I have booklets. I have been 
in touch with the United States Bureau of 
Mines as well as with people in England, 
America and South Africa, trying to pick 
up little' bits of knowledge that I believe wil,l 
be of some use to the State. Even if the 
State takes no notice of it now, it might do 
so later. 

In 1913, F. Bergius, a German chemist, 
found that coal is converted to oil if treated 
with hydrogen at about 800 degrees F. under 
pressure of lOO atmospheres, but considerabl~ 
development was required to devise means_ of 
perfecting this reaction continuously. Addmg 
oil to the coal to make a paste that can be 
injected by pumps solved the problem. 

In 1924 this process was further developed 
in pilot and demonstration plant? by 
the Badische Anilin and Soda-fabnk at 
Ludwigschafen. 

The first commercial plant was built at 
Leuna Central Germany, and came into 
operat'ion in 1926. In this first plant, lignite, 
or brown coal and lignite tars were the 
basic raw materials, but later crude-oil frac­
ti0ns, bituminous coals and coal tars were 
hydrogenated. As the proce~s ~dvanced 12 
hydrogenation plants were bmlt m Germany, 
to utilise lignite, bituminius coals, tars, shale 
oil and crude oil as raw materials, and those 
plants supplied at least 85 per cent. of the 
German aviation fuel during World War II. 
Motor gasoline, diesel fuels, jet fuels, fuel 
oil, parafin wax and lubricating oils were also 
produced in quantity. 

The first bituminous coal hydrogenation 
plant in England was put into . operation. at 
Billingham in 1935 by Impenal Chemical 
Industries Ltd., and shortly after two 
petroleum oil-hydrogenation plants were 
built in Italy and 13 commercial plants were 
built in France and Japan, and, of course, 
plants have been erected in the United States. 
I emphasise that. They have been erected 
in the United States, where we know there 
is an abundance of oil. 

Gasoline with a high aromatic content, high 
octane number, and excellent rich-mixture 
performance suitable as aviation fuel or 
aviation base stock is readily produced. 
Diesel fuel, with a high naphthene content 
and having a satisfactory octane number 
and a low pour-point jet fuel can be the 
principal products. 
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Phenols, benzene, toluene, xylenes and 
other aromatic chemicals are easily recovered 
coal-hydrogenation by-products, in addition to 
which a very important item to Australian 
agriculture, sulphate of ammonia. 

Phenols: Phenyl alcohol or carbolic 
acid. 

Benzine: A compound of. carbon and 
hydrogen, the most abundant source of 
which is coal tar. 

•roluene: Methyl benzene, used in 
medicine and perfumery. 

Zylenes: A mixture of three hydro­
carbons used as acids and in the prepara­
tion of artificial dyes. 

As a matter of fact, many of these things 
are being used today in the manufacture of 
such articles as nylon products. 

If consideration is given to the erection 
of a plant in Australia, the size will naturally 
govern the economics of the undertaking, 
because if the plant is too small it will 
automatically be uneconomical but, on the 
other hand, if the plant was too big there will 
be a possibility that it will be beyond our 
financial resources. From research conducted 
in the United States of America it has been 
worked out that a plant with a capacity of 
30,000 barrels a calendar day is the ideal 
plant economically. It may be that it would 
be a little too big for anybody to take up 
here, although it would not supply Australia 
with the whole of her requirements of benzine. 
An American barrel contains 34.973 Imperial 
gallons and 30,000 barrels would produce 
1,049,190 imperial gallons. 

In the example I am going to use I am 
going to deal with bituminous coal as found 
in \Vyoming with a b.t.u. content of 13950, 
which is fairly high but not higher than many 
of our coals. To a degree I have selected 
this as an example so that it can be used as a 
comparison with some of our own coal. As 
this coal is received it has a moisture con­
tent of 29.3, a carbon content of 44.9, 
hydrogen 3.3, nitrogen .8, sulphur .6, oxygen 
13.5 and ash 7.6. Many of our coals have a 
greater ash content. 

A Government l\Iember: That is a high 
moisture content. 

Products. 

l\Ir. LLOYD ROBERTS: It is particularly 
high. I shall refer to something else later in 
connection with it. A plant of 30,000 barrels 
a day, using this coal, would have a daily 
consumption of 14,800 tons of coal, which 
is certainly a big amount. The production 
would be 21,660 barrels of gasoline, 7,000 
gallons of liquid petroleum gas, 1,240 barrels 
of phenols. The gasoline is a high-grade, 
anti-knock motor gasoline, low in sulphur 
content (below .01 per cent.), higher in 
aromatics and B.T.U. per gallon than gaso­
line obtained from crude oil. I mention that 
in case some people might get the idea, seeing 
that we have been using the crude-oil benzine 
over the years, that this might not be as good. 
Actually it is a better benzine than we 
know at the present time. 

The phenols contain about 20 per cent. 
carbolic acid, 35 per cent. cresols and 45 
per cent. xylenols. The composition of liquefied 
petroleum gases is about 3 per cent. ethane, 
a colourless inodorous gas called ethyl, the 
base of common alcohol, ether, and acetic 
acid-65 per cent. propane and 32 per cent. 
butane. Hon. members will remember that 
during the war we had ethyl benzine which 
was a mixture of crude-oil benzine to give 
it better anti-knock performance. I know 
that figures become boring but I will run 
through these in the hope of getting them 
into '' Hansard'' and anybody interested in 
the subject will be able to read them at his 
leisure. I will endeavour to give the annual 
estimated output of the Wyoming plant from 
the figures that I have worked out myself. 
They are naturally in dollars and cents and 
for simplicity purposes I have taken each 
cent to repTesent one penny and treated 
an American dollar as being worth Ss. 4d. 
That will be near enough for comparative 
purposes. 

l\Ir. Foley: The economics differ very 
much. 

JUr. LLOYD ROBERTS: They difft.t a 
lot, but they differ in our favour, as I will 
show later. When I deal with labour costs 
they will show more than anything else how 
the economics differ. 

The products and their annual values are 
as follows-

Annual Value 

Benzene .. 
Toluene-Xylene 
Phenol 
M-P-Cresol 
0-Cresol .. 
Xylenol .. 
Motor Fuel 

11,750,000 gallons per year at 34d. a gallon 
39,350,000 gallons per year at 29d. a gallon 
43,800.000 lbs. per year at 16·5d. a lb. 
64,400.000 lbs. per year at 16·5d. a lb. 

£ 
1,664,583 
4,754,791 
3,0ll,25 0 
4,427,500 

Liq. Pet. Gas. 

Jtir. Jesson interjected. 

6,600,000 lbs. per year at 16·5d. a lb. 
25,000,000 lbs. per year at H· 5d. a lb. 

284,500,000 gallons per year at lld. per gallon 
108,<'00,000 gallons per year at 4d. per gallon 

453,750 
1,510,416 

13,039,583 
1,813,33~ 

£30,675,206 



678 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

:illr. LLOYD ROBERTS: I will give hon. 
members the cost of each item individually. 

The estimated capital investment, again 
using the same dollar value previously 

1. Coal preparation plant . . . . 
2. Paste preparation plant . . . . 
3. Liquid-phase hydrogenation plant 
4. Delayed coking plant . . . . 
5. Vapor-phase hydrogenation plant 
6. Product distillation unit . . . . 
7. Tar Acid recovery . . . . 
8. Low Temperature separation 
9. Hydrocarbon stearn cracking 

10. Coal Gasification unit 
11. Oxygen Plant . . . . . . 
12. H 2 Purification and compression unit 
13. Tankage . . . . . . . . 
14. Power Plant 
15. Plant facilities .. 
16. General Plant Facilities 
17. Aromatic extraction unit 
18. Water Supply 

Total Plant Cost (Tax and Insurance basis) .. 
19. Interest during construction (Including cost of Finance) 

Sub-total for depreciation 
20. Paid up royalty 
21. Housing Fund . . . . 
22. Cost of mine development .. 

Total fixed investment 
23. Working capital 

Total Investment 

:illr. Burrows: Where did you get these 
figures-from the telephone directory f 

l\Ir. LLOYD ROBERTS: The hon. 
member would not know where to get any-

referred to, works out as follows, and I 
believe that the cost here will be much 
lower because of the variation in labour 
costs in Australia compared with those in 
America-

£ 
2,783,333 
1,325,000 

22,500,000 
3,145,833 

12,604,166 
4,875,000 
1,045,833 
3,129,166 
3,812,500 
4,154,166 
3,666,666 

24,145,000 
2,941,666 

23,125,000 
15,4lll,666 
11,656,250 

2,083,3:l3 
7,500,000 

£149,909,578 
6,523,750 

£156,433,328 
833,333 

2,083,333 
5,416,666 

£164,766,660 
8,333,332 

£173,099,992 

thing. He could not even read the telephone 
directory. 

These figures show the operating costs, 
return on investment and selling price of 
gas-

Operating Costs, P.eturn on Investment and Selling Price of Gas. 
£ 

5,083,333 
745,833 
345,000 

A. Raw Materials­
Coal, 14,800 tons at £1 Os. 10d. per ton .. 
Catalyst, chemicals 
Extras 

B. Direct Labour-
Operating Labour 156s. per shift at 16s. 8d. per hour 
Operating supervision nt 15% . . . . . . 

C. Plant Maintenance--
1,029 men at £1,666 
Material at 50% oflabour 

D. Pay Roll Overhead-
16% of Pay Roll 

E. Operating Supplies-
20% of maintenance, labour and materials 

Total Direct Cost 
Indirect Cost-

Genera! Administration 10% of B.O. & E. 
Indirect operating cost at 40% of B. C. & E. 

Total Indirect Cost 
Fixed Costs-
Rates, Taxes and Insurance at 1% (Not Income Tax) 
Depreciation at 4 t:;ri • • • • • • • • • • 

Cost of operation without profit and interest 

1,137,500 
170,833 

1,715,000 
857,500 

483,750 

514,583 

£11,053,332 

439,583 
I, 758,332 

£2,197,915 

1,499,095 
5,996,380 

Cost per gallon of product ( 460 million gallons) . . . . 

£7,495,475 
£20,746,722 

IO.Sd. 
7.4d. Cost per gallon of Gasoline equivalent (670 million gallons) 

Summary-
Annual Production Value .. 
Operating Costs 

Annual Profit 

That may not be regarded as a sufficient 
annual profit. It works out at about 5 per 
cent. but if the owner-a private individual 
or a State-desired to do better than that 
he could increase the price of benzine by a 
penny a gallon which would amount to 
another £2,000,000 in profit. The price 

30,675,206 
20,746,722 

£9,928,484 

quoted here is lld. a gallon and if it was 
increased to Is. 3d. a gallon, that would 
mea.n an additional profit of £8,000,000, 
making £17,000,000 in all on an operating 
cost of £20,000,000. Therefore it can be 
seen that this is something well worth 
while. 
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If that is too big for the Government a 
plant is being erected in South Africa at the 
present time that might be suitable. I wish 
to read the following letter that I received 
from the M. W. Kellogg Company, Jersey 
City, dated 3 August, 1953, so that it will 
appear in '' Hansard'' :-

''Dear Mr. Roberts-
' 'I have recently received correspon­

dence from our Mr. J. A. Petrie in London 
advising me that you are interested in 
obtaining some preliminary information 
with regard to the processing of coal to 
produce oil in order to permit you to make 
an evaluation of the possibility of an oil 
from coal project in Australia. 

''First of all let me take this oppor­
tunity to explain my position in the 
Kellogg Company. I am at present manager 
of the Synthetic Fuels Division in our 
company and as such am in charge of the 
design of an oil from coal project in the 
Union of South Africa for the South 
African Coal Oil and Gas Corporation. You 
have undoubtedly heard of this project 
because of the interest you have shown in 
the development of the material resources 
in your own country. 

''The plant in South Africa is now well 
into the construction stage and it is hoped 
that we may be able to start preliminary 
operations about the middle of next year. 

'' This plant is converting a rather low 
grade semi-bituminous coal containing 
approximately 30 per cent. ash to liquid 
products consisting essentially of high 
octane motor spirit and diesel oil. The 
total liquid products produced amount to 
approximately 5,400 bbl. per day of which 
approximately 4,200 bbl. per day are gaso­
line and the remainder is diesel oil, heavy 
waxes, and oxygenated chemicals such as 
alcohols, aldehydes and ketones. In addi­
tion the plant produces approximately 100 
tons per day of ammonium sulfate to be 
used as fertilizer in the farming area of 
South Africa. 

''The essential requirements of a plant 
of this type are a ready source of fuel 
supply located fairly close to the plant site 
and a source of water which is required 
for cooling purposes and steam generation 
within the refinery. 

''The coal requirements as feed to the 
unit and for power generation in the case 
of the South African project amount to 
approximately 1 ton of coal per barrel of 
liquid product produced and the water 
requirements are approximately 1 400 
Imperial gallons per day per barrel' of 
liquid products. 

''Investment costs for the refinery itself 
will probably vary between 7 to 8 thousand 
d?l~ars per ban:el of liquid product pro­
VIdmg the capacity of the plant is desicrned 
f~r approximately 5,000 bbl. per day" and 
will become more if the capacity is reduced 
and less if the capacity is increased. 

''I would like to point out that a large 
number of the process units included in 
the design of a Kellogg oil from coal 
plant have already been commercially tested, 

the only major exception being the Syn­
thesis Unit itself and this step has been 
operated at our research centre in large 
scale pilot plants over an extended period 
of operations. The coal gasification step 
which we are presently using is designed 
by the Lurgi Company in Germany and 
I might add that a similar unit of this 
type is now being erected in Australia for 
city gas production. I should also mentio:a 
that it is not essential to use the Lurgi 
process for gasifying coal but at the present 
time we feel that this process has been 
used more extensively in commercial opera­
tions than any other when starting with 
coal as the raw material. 

"We feel that our type of plant is a 
major improvement over similar types of 
plants used in Germany and Japan during 
the second world war and our economic 
evaluation of this process indicates that 
the costs of producing gasoline by our 
process are approximately half those 
required for direct hydrogenation of coal. 
The economics are usually extremely good 
for our process where labour costs are 
relatively low and thus fuel costs are low 
and where transportation costs are 
relatively high. I would gather from read­
ing a copy of your letter to Mr. Petrie that 
this would be the case in your location. 

"I realise, Mr. Roberts, that the infor­
mation I have given you herein is rather 
sketchy and I am sure that you will have 
many additional questions which are at 
present unanswered. Please do not hesi­
tate to ask me for any further information 
since this letter is more to introduce myself 
than to present you with detailed facts 
for making an economic evaluation of your 
situation in Australia. 

Very truly yours, 
"The M. W. Kellogg Company, 

"IV. B. Johnson." 

In conclusion I appeal to the Government 
to do something about this-to consider it at 
their Cabinet meeting. I appeal to them 
to send a responsible Minister or two over­
seas to find out something about it. Take 
it to Callide, Blair Athol and Nebo. There 
is no reason why the small plant could not 
be taken to them all. Already there is 
over-production of coal at Newcastle. I have 
articles on that which I had hoped to read 
to the Committee to let hon. members know 
something about this matter. I appeal to 
the Government to send one or two respon­
sible Ministers to South Africa to go into 
this project and see what is going on so 
that we in Queensland can re~p the benefit 
of synthetic oils. As I said previously, if 
we do not establish this industry somebody 
else will. 

lUr. TURNER (Kelvin Grove) (5.11 
p.m.): I associate myself with hon. members 
who have spoken ancl extended their con­
gratul~tions to the Treasurer on the presen­
tation of his second Budget. To be the 
Tre~surcT of the State one has to bave a 
very extensive knowledge of finance and I 
am sure that even the hon. gentleman's worst 
enemy, political or other, will agree tha.t he 
bas a great grasp of public flna.nee. That 
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is proven in the presentation of both his 
Budgets, not only in the way in which he 
delivers them to the Committee but in the 
way in which he prepares them. Realise that 
there are eleven departments for which the 
Treasurer has to find the finance, each of 
them considera,bly larger than an average 
business in the State, and I am sure every­
one will agree that looking after the finances 
of the State is not a small job. Examine 
the Budget closely and it will be found 
how the various departments have expended 
the money allotted to them last year by the 
Treasurer, and one realises that the hon. 
gentleman must have a very thorough grasp 
of every department in the Government. 

For instance, take the Department of 
Health and Home Affairs which is in control 
of 12 sub-depaJ"tments; only four sub-depart­
ments exceeded the sums allotted to them. 
I should have been happier to see greater 
expenditure, especially in the sub-department 
in control of native affairs in which there 
was an over-expenditure of approximately 
£11,000. Travel the State and you will see 
for yourself the extensive work that has 
been and is being done by the DepaJ"tment 
of Health and Home Affairs through this 
sub-department in the encouragement of the 
native people, and see also the work that 
has been done by these native people, and I 
think you will agree with me that an over­
expenditure of £11,000 is merely a drop in 
the ocean compared with the wonderful 
work that is being done to make native 
people useful citizens. For many years now 
and in many places, I have asked why 
members of the white community should be 
taxed to keep native people idling their time 
away under a tree, as happened for so many 
y_ears. But. it is not so now. It was nearly 
bme sometlnng was done to make able-bodied 
native people, particularly males, self-sup­
p_orting and so reiieve the tax on the white 
people. It is to the everlasting credit of 
the Department of Health and Home Affairs 
that this Government have done so much in 
the Department of Native Affairs in lifting 
these people out of their lazy attitude and 
atmosphere with which they were surrounded 
and making them useful citizens. 

I have spoken several times about the work 
of these people, those in our Government 
settlements in particular. Church missions 
have an interest in our native population 
and have done a wonderful job, but here 
again the curse worrying all countries of 
the world at the moment, shortage of finance, 
is retarding their work. When one considers 
the development that is taking place in the 
native populations of other countries one 
realises that we have a long way to go before 
our native people become useful citizens like 
the negroes of America, who are taking their 
places with the white people in every phase 
of activity. Although it will be many years 
before our native population is developed to 
that extent, I believe that it can be done. 
If money can he made available, I am con­
fident that with each generation of native 
people development will increase and 
eventually we shall have a useful productive 
native race. 

I take the opportunity of expressing my 
gratitude for the assistance rendered by the 
Government through the Department of 
Health and Home Affairs to the Queensland 
Ambulance Transport Brigade. At the 
moment there are 94 self-governing 
ambulance centres in the State, with 35 sub­
centres and over 100 honorary centres. 
There are 400 honorary ambulance men in 
Queensland. At every self-governing centre 
there are honorary bearers who have done 
and are doing wonderful work. The progress 
taking place in this service certainly justifies 
the support the Department of Health an_d 
Home Affairs has given for years and lS 

continuing to give. Last year, although we 
appropriated £216,285 for ambulance 
brigades, the Government actually gave them 
£227,625. The ambulance brigades have u~ed 
this extra money to improve the serVIce 
given. With it 'they have added to their 
equipment what are known as E. and J. 
resuscitators. This machine is almost human. 
Seventeen of them have been donated by 
''The Courier-Mail'' through its Find-the­
Ball competition and other centres have 
bought their own, paying £200 eac_h for them. 
So good are these machines that 1f they cost 
£2,000 each they would be worth the money 
to the community because already they have 
been the means of saving a number of lives. 
Many who would have died under the old 
methods of resuscitation have been saved by 
the use of the E. and J. machine, which in 
addition to operating on the lung, gives 
warning of any obstruction in the throat, 
thus enabling operators to remove the 
trouble and so make possible the resuscita­
tion o:t' the patient. 

Hon. members will probably remember the 
instance of the two young lads who were 
bathing in a creek at Cash's Crossi~g some 
time ago, one of w~om _could not sw1m. T~e 
two boys were playmg m the water and, .m 
his excitement the one who could not sw1m 
stepped into a' deep hole and sank laughing, 
with his mouth open. When the ambulance 
arrived he had all the appearance of being 
dead. Thanks to the E. and J. resuscitator, 
working 25 minutes, the !ad was_ brou~ht back 
to life and today he 1s leadmg h1s usual 
normal life. It is not only a useful machine 
in cases of apparently drowning but it is 
equally useful in electrocution cases. It is 
one of the most wonderful machines invented 
for the saving of life. A trilene cylinder 
can be attached to it when patients are 
seriously injured and suffering intense pain. 
Ambulance bearers are skilled in the use of 
this cylinder but it can become dangerous in 
unskilled hands. In certain cases it is not 
advisable to administer trilene but skilfullv 
handled and with the right type of cases it 
is the means of saving patients considerable 
suffering. 

\Ve have fitted all our cars in use in Bris­
bane with an oxygen cylinder which is used 
extensively. 'Doctors have frequen~ly called 
upon the ambulance for the use of 1ts oxygen 
cylinder. 

The Government have subsidised the 
O.A.T.B. to the extent of 10s. in the £ over 
the last four years and I express my 
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gratitude to them for that help. At present 
it is difficult to raise money in Brisbane 
but we are hopeful of overcoming the diffi· 
eulty. If the Federal Government's Sir 
Earle Page health scheme is to be used in 
its proper form, the Q.A.T.B. as well as other 
ambulance brigades throughout Australia 
should share in the scheme. We do not get 
a penny from the Federal Health Service 
at present and I say that we do much for 
the Federal GoYernment in attending to 
injured invalid and age pensioners, the trans­
port of whom costs us thousands of pounds 
a year. \Ve giye them the service they need 
free. In recent years we have been forced 
to make charges to people for our services 
but this is foreign to the principles of the 
Q.A.T.B., ·which was established for the pur­
pose of giving free service to the people. 
Changing circumstances and the lack of 
finance due to the Sir Earle Page Health 
Scheme has brought this about because people 
think they are covered by the Common­
wealth Health Sheme for ambulance trans­
portation. Others think that while they are 
contributing to the scheme they should not 
contribute to the ambulance. People in 
country areas are much more appreciative 
of the services given by the ambulance than 
Brisbane people bnt as chairman of the 
Brisbane centre of the Q.A.T.B. I express our 
gratitude to the Government for the help 
they have given. 

vVe have a very modern fire brigade in 
Brisbane and similar brigades in the princi­
pal towns of the State. All brigades are 
endeavouring to modernise their plants and 
the Government have been very generous awl 
ha"l·e overspent their appropriation to the 
extent of £1,475. This overspending demon­
strates that the Government are doing every­
thing possible to help these bodies to keep 
their plants np to date for the benefit of 
the people of the State. 

Another very important sub-department is 
the Mental Hygiene Section of the Depart­
ment of Health and Home Affairs, on which 
also the Government have overspent the vote. 
Nobody either in or outside this Chamber 
would think of complaining about over­
expenditure in the mental hygiene services 
of the State because the Government have 
realised their responsibilities to the mentally 
affected people and have clone great deeds 
in giving them both medical and accommoda­
tion help. It is to the everlasting credit of 
the Government thnt thev have cared for 
the mentally sick as they have done. 

I notice in the Budget that an amount of 
£6,960,017 had been expended from Trust 
and Special Funds. I wondered what that 
expenditure represented and on making 
inquiries I was directed to page 108 of thP 
Estimates. I discovered there that included 
:in that amount was the sum of £3,073,339 
that had been paid ont in workers' com­
pensation and other claims on the State 
Government Insurance Office. It gives one 
some idea of the mighty institution that 
office must be when it is capable of paying 
out in one year such a huge amount in 
claims. The requirement for this year under 
the same heading is £3,519,420. 

When we find that in respect of the two 
departments I have mentioned-and this 
applies to every department-the Treasurer 
can allot such huge expenditure and come out 
with a small surplus, we realise how 
capable he is in handling the finances of 
this State. Some people might say that the 
surplus was only a small one, but any 
Treasurer who ends the year with a large 
surplus is equally as inefficient as one who 
comes out with a loss. If it is too large a 
surplus, it is proof that he does not know 
his job, and that he is extracting from the 
people more money than is necessary. 

Mr. Pizzey: That is a condemnation of 
your own Treasurer. 

lUr. TURNER: I say it is a compliment 
to him that on both the occasions that he 
has been Treasurer he has shown a small 
surplus. If he had shown a loss every 
member of the Opposition would have been 
on his back accusing him of inefficiency, but 
I repeat that if he had shown a large surplus 
he would have been equally inefficient. To 
show a large surplus, as Sir Arthur Fadden 
has clone on two occasions, would prove that 
he was inefficient and had overtaxed the 
people. 

I congratulate the Treasurer on making 
available for the development of North 
Queensland the money that he has. It is 
strange that every time I want to discuss 
these matters someone has something to say 
about the neglect of North Queensland by 
this Government. If anything at all will 
develop North Queensland it is the harnessing 
of the Tully Falls and the completion of the 
Burc1ekin scheme. When one examines the 
Snowy River scheme as I have-I have here 
a book containing full details of it-and 
realises the amount of money it will cost to 
complete compared with what the Tully Falls 
and Burdekin schemes will cost, one must 
come to no other conclusion than that any 
member of the Federal Parliament, particu­
larly any Queensland member, who does not 
get right behind this Government and urge 
the Federal Government to make money 
available for the completion of the 
Korth Queensland schemes, is not a good 
Queenslander. 

1\Ir. Sparkes: It was a Labour Govern­
ment who started the Snowy River scheme. 

lUr. TURNER: They started the Snowy 
River scheme after 70 years of dilly-dallying 
by anti-Labour Governments. It was not 
until a Labour Government were returned at 
Canberra that the scheme was given birth. 
The Labour Government were in office for 
eight years, during six of which the world 
was engaged in the worst war we had ever 
known. However, the Federal Labour Govern­
ment were able to finance the war and 
bring it to a successful conclusion and at the 
same time draw up plans for the Snowy River 
irrigation scheme. Anyone who had the 
opportunity, as the hon. member for 
:M:ouril:van and I had in March last, of going 
over the Snowy River works and visualising 
the possibilities involved must extend much 
credit to the Chiflev Government for their 
far-sightedness in p-lanning this scheme. If 
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Australia and Queensland in particular are 
to succeed it will be necessary to harness our 
watercourses. ~When I was going over the 
Snowy River scheme I was alarmed at the 
area of useful fertile land that would be 
inundated when the scheme was finished. 
However, I suppose we must have the water 
but on the other hand the area of arable or 
useful land that will be inundated with the 
Tully Falls and Burdekin River schemes is 
very small, which compels us to say that 
these schemes should be given preference 
over the Snowy River scheme, especially as 
the Snowy River scheme is one only to 
augment huge schemes already in operation 
in the Murray and Murrumbidgee basins. 
The booklet I have on the Snowy River 
scheme says that there is a sufficient rainfall 
in many parts to maintain food production 
without any need to harness the watercourse 
but of course the water will have to be 
taken to other areas where the rainfall is 
insufficient and in that way we shall grow 
more food for Australia and the world 
generally. Water is required to produce the 
food but I repeat that priority should be 
given to the Queensland schemes over the 
Snowy River scheme because of our dry 
climate and frequent droughts. 

There is an urgent need in this State to 
conserve the water. Only the other day I 
read in the paper that Mr. Gunn, president 
of the United Graziers' Association said that 
he was afraid the Government would have to 
declare part of the North-West of the State 
a drought area and extend :financial relief to 
the graziers there. For the last six years the 
wool-growers have been reaping the benefit 
of a high price for wool without having put 
a penny of it back into fodder conservation 
or water conservation, even in the form of 
earth tanks. As soon as they have dry 
weather for a few months or an adverse 
season they want relief from the Government. 
This money is not supplied by the Ministers 
or the back-benchers of the Government 
Party; it comes from the people of 
Queensland as a whole. 

Mr. Sparkes: The people of Queensland 
are walking on the sheep's back. 

Mr. TURNER: I am talking about the 
development of Queensland for all the people 
of Queensland, not only for the sheep people 
and the cattle people. 

Mr. Sparkes: They kept the people of 
Queensland going. 

Mr. TURNER: The people of Queensland 
kept the grazing industry going during that 
drought period some years ago when the 
graziers could not sell their wool for 9d. a 
lb. and every warehouse and every woolshed 
in Queensland was full of bales that could 
not be sold. It was good wool too. Having 
enjoyed the high prices for wool that have 
reigned over the years one would have 
thought they would invest some of their 
money in the conservation of water. They 
have not put down one earth tank on their 
properties or erected one weir for the con­
servation of water. There is only one man 
on the land in Queensland who has been 

worth his salt and that is Mr. Ken Oameron. 
I told hon. members previously what he had 
done. 

An Opposition ~!ember: A good Labour 
man. 

Mr. TURNER: I thought I heard an 
Opposition member say ''A good Labour 
man.'' I do not know his politics, any more 
than does the hon. member for Lockyer. 

Every man who has done anything has 
called for help from this Government, but 
the only help Mr. Oameron asked for was in 
the form of advice; he did everything on 
his own initiative and that is to his ever­
lasting credit. He showed what could be 
done by ot!Jer men on the la.nd. If they are 
not prepared to do it, the land should be 
taken from them and given to those who are 
prepnrPd to do something in the direction I 
have indicated. 

The Burdekin River dam is going to be the 
grentest asset to the State. (Opposition 
interjections.) Anybody who does not 
approve of water conservation is not con­
versant with the needs of this State. During 
my speech on the Address in Reply, I gave 
the number of weirs the Government have 
completed, the number nearing completion, 
and the numbers to be built in the near 
future. All that work was done by the 
Government, not the men on the land. I 
repeat that some of them have not even put 
down an earth tank. It is imperative that 
we proceed with the development of our 
~water service or we shall perish. We have 
been told by the Federal Government that 
we must produce more foodstuffs. How can 
we do that if we have not got the essential 
wa.ter supply~ We must be very careful or 
we shall lose our overseas market for the 
products we now export. It is essential that 
we take full stock of ourselves and see 
whether we cannot improve on our present 
methods. 

It is said that the Snowy River scheme 
will be responsible for the production of 
£25,000,000 worth of extra foodstuffs for 
the starving people of the world. I prophesy 
that one industry will get the greatest shock 
it is possible for an industry to get during 
the next two years. I mentioned this matter 
four years ago and members opposite laughed 
at me as they are laughing at me today. I 
refer to the pineapple industry. An officer 
of the Department of Agriculture and Stock, 
Mr. Lewcock, spent much time in an 
endeavour to develop pineapple production, 
and his efforts resulted in revolutionising the 
industry in this State. The farmers began 
to think tha.t they should be looking after 
themselves in the same way as the dairy 
farmers, and they proceeded to process their 
own products. In 1929-1932 the Moore 
Government gave the Queensland Cannery to 
the Henry Jones combine. I say they gave 
it because although they received £32.000 for 
it, there was £37,000 worth of pulp and 
machtnery and manufactured jam on the 
premises. They gave it to the Henry J ones 
combine and tried to get the pineapple-pro­
ducer to support the factory by giving them 
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some shares in it. However, the pineapple· 
growers were not satisfied with the treat­
ment they received from the Henry Jones 
combine, and they decided to set up their 
own cannery. They did so, and it is an 
everlasting credit to them. 

~Ir. Nicklin: The growers had a half 
interest in that cannery. 

~Ir. TURNER: I said that they gave 
them an interest in it. The Henry Jones 
combine then decided not to compete with 
the cannery because it knew the majority 
of pineapple-growers would send their pine­
apples to their own factory, so this combine 
decided they would get equal with them in 
another direction. They paid Mr. Lewcock 
a very handsome salary to go to South 
Africa and develop pineapple-growing and 
canning there. He has been very successful 
and now they are canning the pineapples in 
South Africa with very cheap native labour. 
African labour is not like the labour in 
Queensland or Australia. The natives are 
exploited by know-ails, who by sales talk 
are able to sell themselves to the native 
people and direct the natives labour into the 
canning industry. This direction of the South 
African native to the pineapple industry 
means that unless we take stock of ourselves 
and reorganise our costing system in some 
way or another we shall lose overseas markets 
for our pineapples. What will then become 
of those farmers who went into the pineapple 
industry in the last 10 or 15 years~ We 
have ~o find ways and means of reducing 
costs m our production of foodstuffs if we 
are to hold our overseas markets. 

Some weeks ago I saw in the Brisbane 
"Courier Mail" that Mr. Frazer had returned 
to Australia and he condemned the 15-year 
beef contract because the British Government 
had given us only 9.6 pence a pound foT our 
beef. He was satisfied that if we cancelled 
that agreement we could sell to America for 
42 pence per pound, and that is all such men 
are concerned about. If we are going to hold 
these ma.rkets we must find ways and means 
of reducmg costs. I now make a suggestion 
as to how we can do that. 

:ilir. Sparkes: Hear, hear! 

Mr. TURNER: The hon. member will 
not say ''Hear, hear!'' when he hears my 
speech, which is a reversion to the schem'e 
instituted by the Curtin and Chifley Govern­
ment of controlling prices and pegging wages. 

lUr. Sparkes:. Like your control of 
potatoes. 

:ilir. TURNER: Despite what the hon. 
member for Aubigny has to say about 
potatoes, we kept potatoes at a price at which 
the householders could buy them. Now they 
cannot afford to buy them. 

:ilir. Chalk interjected. 

lUr. TURNER: When this nincompoop 
from Lockyer is finished-

Mr. SP ARKES: I rise to a point of 
order. The hon. member referred to the hon. 
member for Lockyer as a nincompoop. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the 
hon. member for Kelvin Grove to withdraw 
that term. 

:ilir. TURNER: I will quite happily do 
so. 

Tl1e CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask hon. 
members to be a little quieter and allow the 
hon. member for Kelvin Grove to make his 
speech in his own way. 

lUr. TURNER: He is an individual who 
takes a worm's eye view of the world and all 
he sees is mud. I endeavour to take a bird 's 
eye view of the world and see all the, good 
that there is in the world. 

The only time this .country made any 
progress and any impression on the world's 
market was when we controlled price~ and 
pegged wages. It does not matter a rap 
to anybody how much the basic wage is, 
whether it is £10, £20 or £5 a week, so long 
as it buys the necessary goods for a man, 
his wife and children. If the basic wage 
was reduced from £10 19s. a week to £5 a 
week and the £5 a week could buy the same 
amount as the £10 19s. a week we 
should be just as well off. That is the only 
way in which we shall hold the world's 
markets, produce more, and sell more. 

1Ir. Sparkes: As long as you can stick 
to price control you don't care whether it 
sends the goods over the border. 

:ilir. TURNER: The stupidity of that 
remark is demonstrated as soon as you point 
out that if the Federal Government con­
trolled prices, as they should, the price would 
be the same in Victoria and New South 
Wales us in Queensland. Then no farmer 
would be able to send his goods from Queens­
land to New South \Vales and get any more 
there than here. If we continue to go on 
as we are we shall smash, and I am trying 
to avert that. If we could introduce a 
scheme to control prices and peg wages, a 
scheme that would retain to the working-man 
the purchasing power of his earnings, we 
should be doing something for Australia. 
In these matters we have to consider not 
who is right but what is right, and if we do 
that we shall get somewhere. 'fhe right 
thing to do is control prices and peg wages. 

The system could be introduced on a quar­
terly basis. The Federal Government could 
tell the people of Australia that at the end of 
the qmuter wages a,nd prices would be 
reduced by 5 per cent. and that in the fol­
lowing three quarters these figures would be 
reduced gradually to an amount decided upon 
by the authorities. I do not agree that the 
figure should be arrived at by statisticians or 
economists because I have :O:o faith in them. 
They have never had to battle on the basic 
wage and, that being so, they are unable to 
think for the basic-wage-earner. 

Reverting to the Snowy River scheme I 
have a map showing the layout of the a;ea. 
I was told that when the dam at Adaminaby 
was completed it would hold eight times as 
much water as the Sydney Harbour. In reply 
to that I pointed out that when our Burdekin 
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and Tully schemes were completed the total 
amount of water impounded would be 16 
times as great as that in Sydney Harbour, 
which gives hon. members some idea of what 
will be available for irrigation when this 
work is completed. This year the Treasurer 
has made available certain moneys for carry­
ing on the Queensland works until the 
]'ederal Government realise their mistakes 
and tell us they w;l! make the necessary 
money available to u&_ 

Again, in our scheme only two tunnels have 
to be constructed. 'They ;~ill be a little over 
5,000 feet long whereas in the Snowy River 
scheme there are 11 tunnels extending over 
84~ miles. I went into one tunnel driven 
into solid granite. It was 30 feet in diameter 
and 1,500 feet long. The water has to be 
run through these tunnels to various places. 

lUr. H. B. Taylor: Which one did you 
see~ 

lUr. TURNER: We saw several o{ them. 
They were-

Jindabyne-Geehi River .. 
Geehi-Bogong Creek 
Bogong Creek to Swampy Plains 

River 
Spencer's Creek to Island Bend 
Eucumbene River to Tumut Pond 
Tumut Pond to Power Stations 

1 and 2 on Upper Tumut 
Tooma River to Tumut Pond .. 
Tantangara Reservoir to Yar-

Miles. 
1H 
4~ 

7 
8 

14 

11 
9 

rangobilly Valley 8~ 

Yarrangobilly Valley to Lob's 
Hole 5 

Mr. H. B. Taylor: Which tunnel did you 
go through~ 

lUr. TURNER: The one at Geehi. It is 
solid granite. I have a sample in my locker 
downs~airs if any hon. member would like to 
see it. 

Illr. Sparkes: They are doing a mighty 
job. 

lllr. TURNER: It is a wonderful job 
but our scheme in North Queensland sur­
passes it. £230,000,000 is being spent 
on the Snowy River job and by the 
time it is completed, as the hon. member 
for Mourilyan said, it will produce ten times 
more power than is produced in the whole 
of Australia today. I am afraid that he 
made a slight mistake, because we were told 
it would produce only a little mol'e than the 
thermal power produced in Australia. The 
Snowy-Murray tunnel, with ten stations, will 
develop 1,700,000 kW. and the Snowy-Tumut 
with seven stations will produce 1,200,000 
kW. but the capa.eity of this hydro-electric 
undertaking will be increased to 1,360,000 
kW. bringing the total installed capacity 
of the whole scheme to 3,060,000 kW. 
There will be 17 power stations; there 
is a diagram attached to this book showing 
the various power-units taking the 
water from one point to another. When one 
sees this and knows something about it one 
wonders why anybody could criticise the late 

Dr. Bradfield when he suggested that for 
£30,000,000 he could make the whole of 
Queensland secure for 1\ ater by harnessing 
tile rain areas of North Queensland. 

JUr. H. B. Taylor: I suggest you talk to 
Professor Whitehouse about that. 

lUr. TURNER: I leave it to the special­
ists. \\'hen I hear a layman criticis­
ing the late Dr. Bradfield 's scheme I think 
that he has very little to do. 

'rhis watershed starts underneath Mt. 
Kosciusko which is 7,313 feet above sea level. 
The Snowy 11ountains extend north to south 
for a distance of approximately 100 miles 
and they are snowcapped for five or six 
months every year. This extensive area of 
land of high elevation, with its rapid fall 
to low levels, together with the high annual 
snowfall and rainfall provide conditions that 
are particularly favourable for the genera­
tion of hydro-electric power. vV e were there 
in March and saw small patches of snow. 
When one sees all this undulating country 
and these rugged ranges and realises that a 
month after we got back people were ski-ing 
over the rugged country one wonders what 
sort of a place it is. 

Four rivers rise in the Snowy Mountains. 
Three of them, the Murray, the :;\1urrum­
bidgee and its tributary the Tumut, ftow 
generally westward. These rivers '.Yill be 
linked together and the scheme provides for 
the diversion of part of the Upper Snowy 
and its tributaries to the M urray and the 
remainder to the Murrumbidgee. 'It involves 
the construction of seven major dams and 
17 power stations, most of which will be 
underground, and there will be over 400 
miles of racelines or aquaclucts along the 
mountain sides to pick up streams and lead 
their waters to reservoirs and tunnels, shafts 
ranging up to 1,100 feet in depth, and some 
hundreds of miles of mountain roads. 
Ultimately, the scheme will make available 
nearly 2,000,000 acre-feet of water each year 
for irrigation in the Murray and Murrum­
biclgee Valleys and will provide approxi­
matelv 3,000,000 kW. of power, which exceeds 
the total capacity of all generating stations 
operating in Australia today. 

For the information of hon. members I 
point out that an acre-foot of water repre­
sents approximately a quarter of a million 
gallons of water. It is the amount of water 
required to cover one acre to a depth of a 
foot. 

ltlr. H. B. Taylor: It is 276,000 gallons. 

ltlr. TURNER: Thereabouts. 
As the result of this scheme, an additional 

£25,000,000 worth of foodstuffs will be pro­
duced. That scheme alone, together with 
the Burdekin scheme, will give us the 
greatest uplift we have had at any time. 
I am hoping that the Government will keep 
on providing money to keep the North 
Queensland schemes going till we can change 
the Federal Government next year, when a 
new Labour Government will make available 
sufficient money to complete the Tully Falls 
and Burdekin schemes. 
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The Burdekin dam will be capable of 
holding 152,000 acre-feet of wa,ter and the 
hydro-electric plant attached to it will 
generate 54,000 kilowatts. One of the 
tunnels connected with the scheme is to be 
2,210 feet long and the other 3,260 feet. 
There are to be three dams on the Burdekin 
River, the Gorge temporary weir, the Leich­
hardt diversion dam and the Burdekin Falls 
dam. Those clams will hold 6,584,000 acre­
feet and will genemte 120,000 kilowatts. 
That is what the farmer needs. If he is to 
mechanise his farm and get the best possible 
value from irrigation, he must have electricity 
to drive his machinery. He will be able to 
get cheap electricity from this scheme and 
thus be able to work his farm much more 
economically than he can today. 

I commend the hon. member for Bremer 
on his speech in this cle bate. It was worthy 
of any sta,tesman. He dealt with his subject 
from an Australian point of view rather than 
from a Quee;:tsland point of view. He proved 
very conclusively-as has been done in this 
Chamber previously-that the present Federal 
Government have retarded Queensland's pro­
gress by their failure to make available 
money for the development of this State. 
I thought I would get a "hoy" to that 
from the hon. member for Aubigny but 
apparently he agrees with me. ' 

In 1938-1939 the several State Govern­
ments and the Federal Government extracted 
in taxation from the people of Australia the 
sum of £90,374,000. Of that amount the 
FederaJ Government took only 41.67 per cent. 
for their own activities and the States took 
58.33 per cent. That was in peace-time when 
there ·was no defence expenditure. From 
1942 to 1944 the Federal Labour Government 
extracted from the people the sum of 
£540,360,000 to fight the war. From that 
amount they took 81 per cent., leaving only 
19 per cent. for the States. I have said 
these things before, but a good thing is 
worth repeating at any time and in any 
place. I am sure no-one in Australia 
thought of complaining to the Federal 
Government for taking during the war 81 
per cent. of the mmiey collected from the 
people of Australia. 

Between 1949 and 1952 the Federal Tory 
Government extracted from the people of 
Australia £1,282,285,000 by way of income 
tax. Of that amount, they .retained 79 per 
cent., giving the States only 21 per cent. 
That was done during peace-time, whereas 
during war-time the Federal Government 
retained, as I have said, 81 per cent. 
of a total taxation of £:'540,060,000. We 
all know that during that period the 
States could not do any developmental 
work because every able-bodied person 
was concentratinO" his every effort on 
winning the war. Now, I might well 
ask what developmental work the Federal 
Government propo~es financing out of 
this huge amount of taxation they are retain­
ing. As each State should be· responsible 
for carrying out the functions of the State 
and all developmental work within that State, 
it is mv view that the States of the Com­
monweaith should receive the greater part 
of the taxation levy. 

I propose now to show how the present 
Yederal Government have discriminated 
against Queensland. This State of 670,500 
square miles has received from. the Common­
wealth Government only £17 6s. 7d. a head of 
population, while Tasmania, with an area of 
only 26,215 square miles-two of our State 
electorates are bigger than that-received 
£19 7 s. 4d. a head of population, or 
£2 Os. 9d. more than Queensland. South 
Australia received £23 19s. 5d. or £6 12s. a 
head more than Queensland while Western 
Australia--

JUr. Sparkes: What is the area of 
"\V estern AustTalia ~ 

;}lr. TURNER: Western Australia 
received £31 2s. lld. or £13 16s. more than 
Queensland, and the area of that State is 
975,920 square miles. Although it has only 
300,000 square miles more than Queensland 
it received £13 16s. a head more than we 
did. Although numbers of people from other 
States have told us of the potentialities we 
possess, of the potentialities that await 
development, this Government have been 
striving to develop them but without success 
because the Federal Government have dis­
criminated against this State Labour Govern­
ment in favour of the other States when 
making money available. I am confident that 
if the Federal Government would give us our 
just financial dues we could complete many 
of our projects, the Burdekin and Tully 
schemes in particular, and thereby provide 
more food for the people of not only Queens­
land and Australia but other parts of the 
world. As we have been warned on many 
occasions, if we do not develop and produce, 
somebody else will come in and do it. 

As an indication of the productive capacity 
of the Burdekin scheme, I point out that 
in the Tinaroo section on the Barron River 
there are 1,180 tobacco farms and 240 agri­
cultural farms already established, and the 
total area to be irrigated each year is 37,920 
acres. Mr. Clark, I am sure you will agree 
that that will mean great production in 
Queensland. 

I told the Committee earlier in my speech 
what the Snowy River scheme was going to 
cost. The whole of our schemes combined, 
including the Burdekin, the Tully, and the 
'l'inaroo Falls projects, are estimated to cost 
£101,561,000. I have a vivid recollection of 
observations made by Mr. Casey after he had 
flown over North Queensland, when he 
eulogised these schemes in Canberra. 

The hon. member for Bremer pointed out 
to the Committee examples of discrimination 
against Queensland, but I point out that to 
give effect to our educational requirements 
we need much money and if the Federal 
Government would make more money available 
to Queensland for education we could pro­
vide for the transport of children to school 
and abolish a number of the one-teacher 
schools, which are a burden to the depart­
ment because of the difficulties in getting 
staff for them. Only recently I read in the 
paper that the teacher at a one-teacher school 
in the country was ill and the children attend­
ing the school had to go without schooling 
for some time till a relief teacher could be 
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sent. Such a thing could be prevented if 
the Government could develop their educa­
tion scheme as they have planned over the 
years and build larger schools and bring 
children to the schools. 

lUr. Nicholson interjected. 

:CUr. TURNER: The hon. member has 
only been in Parliament for two Parliaments 
aRd he is trying to make us belieYe that 
he fostered this scheme. When the present 
Secretary for Labour and Industry was 
Secretary for Public Instruction he outlined 
the scheme some nine or 12 years ago. 

Jl'Ir. Dewar: What, still not done? 

Jl'Ir. TURNER: It must be remembered 
that you cannot do these things without 
finance. The present Federal Government 
have the absolute right of collecting taxation 
in this country and the distribution of that 
money. I regret that any Federal Treasurer 
would remark, as the present Federal 
Treasurer did at a meeting of the Loan 
Council, a meeting of State Premiers and 
Treasurers, what each State would get and 
said that they would get no more. I think 
the majority rule should apply and it should 
not be left to a Federal Treasurer to decide 
what money is given to the States. If that 
is the position, why go to all the trouble 
and expense of calling a Loan Council meet­
ing~ We are told that in British justice 
a majority decision should decide and when 
the Premier of each State attends a Loan 
Council meeting the Federal Treasurer should 
not tell them how much he will get. I hope 
it is not long before this system is changed 
and every State gets its fixed proportion of 
the taxes collected in that State. 

Jl'Ir. ADAIR (Cook) (7.40 p.m.): I con­
gratulate the Treasurer on the excellent 
Budget he has presented and on his out­
standing ability in husbanding the finances 
of this State. We are indeed fortunate that 
we have a Treasurer of his ability. 

!Ir. Sparkes: You'll be right. 

!Ir. ADAIR: The hon. member for 
Aubigny reminds me very much of the 
faithful wife. The more she is belted and 
hit, the better she loves her husband. The 
more Fadden robs and fleeces the hon. mem­
ber, the more the hon. member loves him. 

Opposition !!embers interjecting--

The CHAIRJI'IAN: Order! I ask hon. 
members to give the hon. member for Cook 
an opportunity to make his speech. 

Jl'Ir. ADAIR: I wish also to congratulate 
the Premier on the representations that he 
has made on the other side of the world for 
the sugar industry of this State. It now 
appears as if the sugar industry in the North 
has a very bright future. 

I regret that I did not have an opportunity 
of speaking on the motion moved by the 
hon. member for Rockhampton, who con­
demned the dogmatic attitude of the Federal 
Government towards the Tully Falls hydro­
electric scheme, the Burdekin River hydro­
electric and irrigation scheme, and the 
Dimbulah-Mareeba irrigation scheme. 

Opposition !!embers interjecting--

l\Ir. JESSON: I rise to a point of order. 
I cannot hear what the hon. member for 
Cook is saying, because of the continued 
mumblings and interruptions of th~ Opposi­
tion. The hon. member for Cook rs a new 
member and I think the Opposition should 
give him a fair go. 

The CHAIRl\IAN: Order! The hon. 
member for Cook! 

lUr. ADAIR: History always repeats 
itself when the defence of Australia is in 
the hands of a Tory Government. In W m·ld 
War I Labour had to come to the help of 
this country, and again in World War II 
the Menzies-Fadden Government showed therr 
inability to govern the country. The late 
John Curtin took over the reins of govern­
ment when Australia was threatened with 
invasion by the Japanese. He appealed to 
America for aid and withdrew the 6th, 7th 
and 9th Divisions from the Middle East. We 
can thank the Curtin and Chifley Govern­
ments for the prosperity that we enjoy 
today. 

I am aware that the Leader of the Federal 
Government was a very brilliant military 
cadet and also that he had an excellent 
military training, but the outbreak of w:;r 
spoilt any possibilities he may have had m 
that direction. 

In the Federal election that was held in 
1949, misled by the false promises of t~e 
Menzies Government, the electors of Australia 
returned those political muddlers to office. 
In a very short space of time th~y ha_d 
regretted it. There were unemployed m their 
thousands, taxation had reached an almost 
prohibitive high level and the 1940 Budget 
came to be regarded as a horror Budget. 
·while the yellow races threaten the northern 
shores of this State not one finger has been 
lifted by the Federal Government in the 
defence of this country. 

The telephone line from Coen to Portland 
Roads and W enlock, which was erected by the 
Chif!ey Government, is now being dismantled 
by the present Federal Government and thus 
the people of the area are being denied the 
onlyl communica,tion they have ever had. 
The Higgins Field aerodrome at the top of 
the peninsula, which was constructed for the 
defence of Australia, has been abandonRd by 
the present Federal Government but fortu­
nately the State Director of Native Affairs, 
Mr. Con 0 'Leary, still helps to keep this 
field in order. 

It is well known tjhat there are over 
70,000,000 Indonesians waiting for the 
chance to occupy Dutch New Guinea and it 
is acknowledged that any race that holds th'l 
island of New Guinea ultimately holds the 
key to Australia and thus is in a position 
to invade far North Queensland and Cape 
York Peninsula in particular. Once they 
land they can live off the country, with its 
wild pig, cattle, and wild fowl. The Jancl 
is very fertile. 
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'l'he sugar and timber industries in the 
Far North are in a flourishing condition. 
Bitumen roads extend from Mossman to 
Cairns, Kuranda, the Tableland, Atherton, 
Millaa :\Iillaa, Malanda and Ravenshoe back 
along the Gillies Highway, through Innisfail 
to the Palmerston Highway. All these roads 
have been constructed bv the State Labour 
Government. We have good graded roads, 
again constructed by the Labour Government, 
from the Mulligan Highway to Molloy, 
Julatten to Cooktown, and from there to 
Coen and out to Wenlock. 

Peanut-growing is carried on very exten­
sively at Cooktown and it is my hope to have 
a processing plant erected there in the near 
future so that the industry can survive and 
be maintained. 

On 28 August I :flew to Merino Pla:.ns, 
where I met the people of the Peninsula, 
gathered together to witness something that 
they believed would make for the advance­
ment of the cattle industry because it enabled 
them to send stock by sea to Cairns. I 
should say that 80 people were gathered there, 
having come by trucks and other vehicles, 
nnrl on the morning of 29 August the 
"Wewak" sailed into the Annie Ri,·er. She 
drew up alongside the cattle yards on the 
l1anks of the ri,·er and the next morning at 
daybreak the cattle were loaded into the 
ha.rge and transported to the works at Cairns. 
I contend that this means of transport has 
opened up the Peninsula country and has 
given the people a service equal to a railway. 

I have great hopes that the iron deposits 
on Iron Range will be taken over by the 
Government. There we have a deposit of ore 
BOO feet wide and 18,000 feet long that lends 
itself to open-cut mining. A bitumen roau 
runs from Portland Road to the Knob itself. 
This iron lode will prove to be a big asset 
for Queensland in the future. I hope the 
Government will investigate its possibilities 
with a view to speeding up the extraction of 
this valuable metal. 

The Queensland Government can be proud 
of their record in connection with Thursday 
Island. The town of Port Kennedy, known 
as Thursday Island, suffered more from the 
impact of war than any other town in 
Queensland, including Townsville. Many 
homes were demolished by the Army and the 
owners received inadequate compensation. 
The pearling :fleet was broken up and the 
services of the boats were taken over by the 
armed forces and most of the owners received 
inadequate compensation for the loss they 
suffered. It therefore became incumbent on 
the Queensland Government to re-establish the 
town and endeavour to rehabilitate the people 
and improve this area, which is one of the 
outposts of the Empire and the first settle­
ment that would be open to an attack by an 
enemy from the North. The Government hav0 
not shirked their duty. They provided 
finance to enable the new council to operate, 
hut through no fault of the Government the 
reople were unable to provide a full mem­
bGrship of Cuur cillors and could not find n 
mayor to preside over the council. In 
June, 1952, the Government, through the 

Director of Local Government, remodelled the 
power station and it is now working 
efficiently. The water supply h:;s b~en 
improved to such an extent that retiCulatiOn 
is possible and the people have a guaranteed 
\"ater supply till the next wet season. 

The Government have arranged the neces­
sary finance for the repair of all roads. in 
the town and in its vicinity, thus acceptmg 
the responsibility that should have been borne 
by the Commonwealth Government or ,_ th_e 
Arn1y because the latter caused the deL.er1~ 
oration in the roads during the war penod. 
The jetty at Thursday Island at >"hich the 
Elsanna and many other small vessels berth, 
is in a state of disrepair. The Q;l8,e:'-sla~d 
Government have accepted respons1b1l~ty_ 111 

this matter also and have voted suilicicnt 
funds approximating £35,000, to allow ~he 
work 'of repairing the jetty and extendmg 
its dimensions to proceed. There has been 
levelled at the Queensland Government o_n 
many occasions criticism in respect_ of then 
treatment of North Queensland but 111 respect 
of Thursday Island these accusations can be 
accepted as untrue and the people or 
Thursday Island who are to benefit l;>Y the 
improvements are loud in their praise ot 
what the Government have done. 

When hostilities with Japan ceas~d, tl;e 
Queensland Government l~s.t ~o time m 
arranging for the rehabilitation of the 
pe~trling industry and through the Su?­
D~partment of Native Affairs, Torres Strait 
Islanders being discharged fro~ the Arn:y 
were provided with luggers sufficient for their 
needs as employees and likewise sufficient to 
re-establish the pear!ing industry. 

Torres Strait Islander's have now sup­
planted the pre-war Japanese divers and with 
the aid that the State gave, a training school 
for divers tenders and engine men is being 
established on Thursday Island. It is very 
regrettable that despite the fact that the 
State Government provided finance to the 
extent of £125,000 for this school the 
Commonwealth Government refused to be 
associated in any way with the venture. 
Despite requests from the State Government 
the answer was always ''No,'' but this 
lamentable attitude did not prevent the State 
Government from going ahead with their 
scheme to give tuition to the island men, 800 
of whom were in the Australian Army during 
the war and prepared to fight for that or any 
other part of Australia. Even post-war 
reconstruction rehabilitation funds or any 
other funds availa.ble to soldiers were refused 
the Torres Strait Islanders. Their only 
avenue for tuition, therefore, remained with 
the State Government and that Government 
have not let them down. Of their own 
volition and through their co-operative store, 
known as the Island Industries Board store, 
and with contributions from the private boat­
owners the necessary funds are being made 
available. The Commonwealth Government's 
short-sighted policy in this matter is felt 
keenly by the Torres Strait Islanders and by 
the Thur-sday Island people. The Islander 
is prepared to work and pay taxation the 
same as any other worker does. He has sup­
planted the Japanese diver and his work as 
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a diver gives ample demonstration of that 
ability, but while the Commonwealth Govern­
ment are negotiating with Japanese and pre­
tending to help the Australian industry, they 
are not prepared in any way to help the 
'f'orres Strait Islander financially. 

The value of the pearling industry to 
Australia can be indicated by the fact that 
produce to the value of nearly £500,000 will 
be won this year by the pearling boats, and 
90 per cent. of this produce goes to America, 
earning dollars for Australia. That fact 
has not been lost sight of by the Queensland 
Government in their assistance to the pearling 
industry. Seemingly, it is not recognised 
by the· Commonwealth Government. 

Part of the policy of reconstruction in the 
Thursday Islan<l area after the war was the 
acquisition on Cape York Peninsula of the 
property known as Bamaga. This area, of 
60,000 acres, has been reserved by the Queens­
land Government for Torres Strait Islanders 
whose home islands do not provide the neces­
sary facilities for decent living and for 
industrial expansion. Therefore the property 
\YaS bought from the Commonwealth by State 
funds and over the period of four :years since 
work actively began on this reserve a model 
township has been built. 

That township provides, apart nom decent 
living conditions for the Torres Strait 
Islanders and mainland aboriginals, every 
scope for industrial development. Already 
Yegctablcs produced on Bamaga are being 
sold in Thursday Island at prices much less 
than Cairns vegetables landed by plane in 
Thursday Island. 

Fairly regular supplies of pork go forward 
and at intervals beef is solil through the 
Government store on Thursday Island. 

~Ir. EV ANS: I rise to a point of order. 
I regret having to do this, but you have 
allowed the hon. member a good deal of lati­
tude. Is it not contrary to Standing Orders 
for an hon. member to read the whole of 
his speech~ 

The CHAIRliAN: Order! The hon. 
member is entitled to quote from copious 
notes. 

JUr. Walsh: The Leader of the Opposition 
read nearly all his speech this morning. 

llr. Morris: Rubbish. 

Mr. ADAIR: Irrigation is now beginning 
to operate on the farm. Brood boars and 
sows have been obtained from Gatton Col­
lege and within the next 18 months the 
residents of Thursday Island can expect a 
reasonable guarantee that pork from Bamaga 
will be available to them as vegetables are 
now. Again, within two years, Bamaga­
grown citrus fruit will be available to the 
Thursday Island people. The Government 
can well be proud of this settlement. It is 
unique among Government settlements in 
Queensland or probably Australia in that no 
maintenance costs are involved. The workers 
are paid the same basic wage as applies with 
men on the pearling boats, and they keep 
themselYes on their wages and from the 

sea, which provides ample supplies of fish, 
dugong, turtle, and so on, and from the 
gardens attached to the houses, gardens that 
they are encouraged and helped to ~ultivate. 

When the Queensland Government acquired 
the Bamaga property, it included the Higgins 
Field aerodrome. In fact, that airstrip was 
included in the schedule of .property that the 
Government obtained. Subsequently, the Com­
momvealth Government intimated to the State 
Government that a mistake had been made 
in the schedule listing the various properties 
and demanded that the State return the 
Higgins Field aerodrome to them and the 
State, upon receiving the assurance that the 
Commonwealth Government required this 
airstrip, did not hesitate to hand it back. 

This airstrip, which the Commo111wealth 
Government had neglected, is one and three­
quarter miles long, has 30 bays and is bitu­
menized for the whole of its length. In 
''The Courier-Mail'' a week ago, a statement 
by a Commonwealth Minister was published 
in which he said that it has now been decided 
that the Higgins Field airstrip, which is in 
better condition than the Mareeba strip, is now 
to be sold. Seeing that the strip is situated 
on the native reserve of Bamaga, one might 
imagine that an offer would ha,·e been made 
by the Commonwealth to the State, which 
purchased it originally, to hand it back but 
instead the Commonwealth Government have 
announced their intention of selling it. If 
they decide to abandon it, the strip becomes 
part of the Native Affairs Reserve, on which 
it is situated, and if it is sold to a private 
person he will be buying land on a native 
reserve. The purpose for which any individual 
in Australia would buy this strip cannot be 
comprehended. Being bitumenized, nothing 
can grow on it, and there is no land ad.iacent 
to it that can be cultivated. The idea of 
selling it is farcical but if it was handed 
back to the State Government and, through 
the State Government to the Department 
of Native Affairs, it could reasonably be 
expected that the department would keep 
it in condition good enough to allow a plane 
to land on it in an emergency. As a matter 
of fact, the Department of Native Affairs 
has kept this strip in serviceable order during 
the last four years. Seemingly, despite the 
fact that it was used extensively by American 
:mr1 Australian aviators during the war when 
fighting in New Guinea, the powers that be 
now look upon it as a useless institution. 
Apparently they do not appreciate the danger 
that can threaten Queensland and Australia 
in the years to come. Surely some person 
in the Commonwealth Government has vision 
enough to realise that this airstrip, which 
has cost thousands of pounds of the Aus­
tralian taxpayer's money, should be l<ept in 
some sort of repair against the emergency the 
people of Queensland know will arise, per­
hans at some date in the not verv distant 
future. · 

Furthermore, on Bamaga reserve there are 
500 aboriginals whose onlv chance of contact 
with ciYilisation is through Thursdav Island 
and the Horn Island aerodrome. If in an 
emergency the Flying Doctor or the Cairns 
Aerial Ambulance had to go to Bamaga to 
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take up a patient, is it not logical that he 
shoulu lanu in the centre of th.; reserve on 
Higgins Field aerodrome, which is the most 
modern and up to elate in North Queensland, 
even including Garbutt ~ 

I have here a statement showing that 25 
hogsheads of rum, in other words 1,500 liquid 
gallons of rum, at 5s. 6d. a gallon, costs 
£412 10s. The duty on 2,060 proof gallons at 
66s. 6il. a gallon is £6,849 10s., and the sales 
tax on the same gallonage is £907 15s. This 
statement shows that an article that originally 
cost £412 costs by the time the Common­
wealth Government finish with it, £8,169 15s. 
I have a further statement showing that 18 
gallons of beer bought from the Cairns 
brewery costs the publican £9 10s., and of 
that sum the Federal Government get £6 in 
excise duty. 

I want to deal with the mining industry 
and say that I was born in that industry at 
Wolfram Camp and that I mined on the 
Irvincbank field and have been right through 
all that country. As a practical man I claim 
to know as much as any man of tin, wolfram 
and common metals, and I am willing to go 
out onto a clump with a man who has served 
his time in the Department of Mines and I 
will take a dry or a wet sample and I can 
tel! him as near as he can tell me the accurate 
proportions of tin or wolfram. In the years 
between 1914 and 1918 wolfram, molybdenite 
and bismuth were produced at Wolfram Camp 
but we are importing molybdenite into this 
country at the present time. It is a metal 
that is used in Australia in fertilisers for 
the growing of vegetables such as beetroot 
and cabbage and other crops. Some soils 
ennnot be farmed because of the absence of 
trace elements in the soil of which molybde­
num is one. This mineral is processed in 
America and we import 14 tons a year. vVe 
haYe that metal in quantities in the VVolfram 
Camp area but we have not the plant to 
crush it. It is my intention to endeavour 
to get a flotation plant operating for 
molybdenite at Wolfram Camp so that we 
can produce our own requirements in 
Australia. It has been proved that when 
Herberton was producing at its peak from 
about 1912 to 1915, the value of the tin, 
wolfram and copper producccl was more than 
comparab1e witl1 the production of the gold­
fields of Charters Towers and Gympie. 

I desire now to quote the following state­
ment from "The Queensland Mining 
Journal"-

'' There is certainly a wonderful field in 
this district for operations of any company 
with reasonable capital, directed by prac­
tical ·tin men, in different areas, such as 
the Great Northern Hill, at Herberton, 
the Great Western Hill, . at Watsonville 
(Una have the North Australian), and 
various tin centres around Irvinebank and 
Coolgarra. \Vhat is needed is a company 
prepared to carry on a considerable amount 
of mining by up-to-date and economical 
methods to prove their ore deposits before 
laying out large sums of capital in treat­
ment plants and surface improvements. 

'' In support, the following figures and 
comparisons can be quoted :-In the eleven 
years from 1885 to 1895, the Herberton 
district has produced 128,610 tons of tin 
ore, yielding 18,488 tons of black tin, 
which at present market value would be 
worth £2,213,760. '' 

This report goes back to 1930. The market 
value during the war would have been three 
times that. The statement continues-

' '53,332 tons of silver-lead and copper 
worth £399,416; and 3,394 tons of stream 
tin at present day value £407,520; making 
a total of £3,020,696. The tin ore works 
out at £17 4s. 3d. per ton and silver-lead 
and copper at £7 9s. per ton, or an average 
of £14 4s. per ton. The greater part of 
these metals was produced by the most 
primitive methods, as it has only been 
during the last fel%' years that the steam 
or air-driven hammer drills have been 
used and even now only in two mines. In 
the early days engines were not available; 
a whim and whip constituting the usual 
winding plant-in fact, up to date very 
few mines have had a steam or otherwise 
driven winding plant, though recently the 
modern oil engine has naturally lightened 
the labour of pumping in the small wet 
mines. 

"It might be said the richness of the 
tin deposits has retarded progress, as by 
methods of the past the owners have been 
able to carry on and have not realised 
the necessity or economy of up-to-elate 
machinery.'' 

'l'hat article points out that in those days 
primitiYe mining methods were used. I can 
assure hon. members that if those mines were 
worked in the correct way today they would 
produce more tin than they have up to elate. 
It has been proved that 90 per cent. of the 
tin produced from this field now comes from 
the old mines. Very few new mines are 
being found and worked. I think the time 
will come when the miners will not be able 
to work them, that they will not be able to 
command the necessary finance and operations 
will have to be undertaken by big companies. 

In Thursday Island we have as the local­
authority administrator, Mr. Sewell. The 
town of Thursday Island is prog-ressing very 
fast. There is electricity and a water supply 
adequate for the needs of the people. We 
hope to have bitumen roads round the island 
by the end of r:ext year. The Director of 
Native Affairs, Mr. Con 0 'Leary, has done 
an excellent job despite the unwarranted 
criticism leyeJled against him in this Chamber 
last year. I do not think that the majority 
of hon. members would care to do his work. 

Early this year I went to Coen and I 
should like to take the hon. member for 
Aubigny there to let him see how the other 
half liYes. Graziers there have a particularly 
hard life. It is virtually impossible to use 
the ordinary car or truck in that type of 
countrv and a Land RoYer is needed. How­
ever, as time goes on, roads will be built 
through the Peninsula to the top of the Cape. 
They are on their way now. I should like to 
conclude my speech on that note. 
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lUr. LLOYD (Kedron) (8.18 p.m.): Mr. 
Clark!--

llir. H. B. TAYLOR (Clayfield): Mr. 
Clark!--

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for 
KeJron, Mr. Lloyd. 

lUr. H. B. TAYLOR: Mr. Clark, I rise 
to a point of order. 

The CHAIR1UAN:. The hon. member for 
Kedron was on his feet nrst and I gave 
him the call. 

lllr. H. B. TAYLOR: Mr. Clark, I rise 
to a point of order. I suggest that con­
sideration should be given to those hon. 
members of the Opposition when they rise 
persistently to get the call while Government 
members continue to speak one after the 
other. 

The CHAIRlUAN: The hon. member for 
Kedron jumped up on the previous occasion 
and on this occasion he was ahead of the 
hon. member for Clayfield. 

lUr. LLOYD: Thank you very much, 
Mr. Clark. 

We have just witnessed a deplor­
able display on the part of members 
of the Opposition. The hon. member for 
Cook was making his second speech-and it 
was a very fine contribution to this debate­
and he was subjected to continuous inter­
jection. He knows the North and the Cape 
York Peninsula better than any other 
member in North Queensland, and he has 
dOne mining in that area. He had not even 
begun to speak when he wa.s heckled by hon. 
members opposite, and they frequently inter­
jected when he was endeavouring to help the 
Government in their deliberations by his con­
tribution. It was indeed a deplorable dis­
play of ill-manners on the part of hon. 
members opposite. 

I congratulate the Treasurer on the Fin­
ancial Statement that he has presented. I 
think it is one of the finest examples of a 
Financial Statement ever presented to this 
Committee, and it gives the people of Queens­
land a clear outline of the wise administra­
tion of the various departments carried out 
by the Treasurer and oth8r Ministers. 

I remember very well when the Finan­
·cial Statement was presented to the Com­
mittee last year that hon. members opposite, 
led by the Leader of the Opposition, stated 
it was a political Budget-that it iYi'lS an 
attempt to gain votes for the Labour Govern­
ment. It was indeed a very successful 
attempt to gain votes for the Government 
because the Budget that was presented on 
that occasion gave to the people of Queens­
land such a wide comprehensive idea of the 
works to be undertaken that they returned 
the Government with a very handsome 
majority. At that time an attempt was 
made by the Leader of the Opposition and 
other hon. members opposite to convince the 
people that we denuded Trust and Special 
Funds and other reserves in an attempt to 

gain votes, but on this occasion we are 
attacked because they say we have not taken 
enough from Trust and Special Funds and 
other funds. They are having two bob each 
way as usual. 

It is very gratifying to the people of 
Queensland to learn from the Financial State­
ment that during the current year the amount 
of £29,749,208 will be expended by the State 
Government on major developmental works. 
That in itself may not seem very imnortant 
but combined with the fact that the total 
expe!l(liture from Consolidated l~cvenue will 
amou!lt to £67,482,587 we see a very good 
indication of the attempt being made by the 
Government to expand our natural resources 
to such an extent that we can cope with the 
increased population of Queensland and play 
Dur part in the future of Australia as a 
nation. It is a very important part when 
we consider that almost 50 per cent. of our 
total estimated expenditure this year will be 
on developmental works. We can compare 
that with the expenditure entailed in the 
administration of the Canberra Government, 
by examining the Budget presented to the 
Federal House some little time ago, which 
provided for a total expenditure of approxi­
mately £700,000,000, of which major items 
were: on defence, 1951-1952, £215,291,736; on 
war and repatriation approximately 
£119,000,000; small odd commitments 
£8,500,000; loans and subsidies £25,500,000; 
business undertakings £78,500,000; payments 
to the States £182,891,165 and National 
development £15,759,593. The last figure is 
a mere pittance in the light of the fact that 
on this occasion the Treasurer of Queensland 
is presenting to the people an estimated 
expenditure on de\·elopmental works of 
£29,749,208. 

In his Budget wesented to the Federal 
House the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Treasurer of the CommomYealth, Sir Arthur 
Fadden, gave the actual expenditure on 
national development during the last financial 
year at £15,759,539. That is very little, and 
the people of Australia expect of any Govern­
ment that they shall give everything within 
their power to develop this country to the 
stage where the people of Australia will be 
able to enjoy the prosperity that all peoples 
of the world deserve. As a nation we cannot 
afford to have any Government, irrespective 
of political colour, not attempting to develop 
the Tesources that we have it in our power 
to develop. This morning we had the admis­
sion by the Leader of the Opposition that 
we have the great potential outlined in the 
Financial Statement by the Treasurer but 
in Canberra we have a Government who will 
spend only £16,000,000 on developing the 
regions of Australia. 

We must go ,back to the real basis of om 
Federation, the Constitution of Australia, 
which states in its preamble, as I have men­
tioned before, that the six States of the 
Commonwealth and the Commonwealth 
Government shall be one indissoluble Federal 
Government, in other words shall be one 
Federation, and they shall work to their 
mutual benefit on behalf of the people of 
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Australia. If we are to have that we must 
have a Government in eontrol of the financial 
resomces of Australia who will be responsible 
for ensuring that the Commonwealth of 
Australia will be devolped to its greatest 
possible extent. Admitting that, we must 
eee to it that whilst the Commonwealth 
Go,·ernment control taxation of the people 
of Australia, they must admit their responsi­
bility to either finance the States in major 
deYclopmental works they are planning or 
establish some co-ordinating authority that 
IVill undertake the larger developmental 
works that are so vitally needed, not only in 
this State but in the whole of Australia. 

In the past the Commonwealth Government 
undertook the Snowy River hydro-electric 
scheme, a scheme that we admit was badly 
needed in Victoria and New South Wales, but 
when we look at the river regions of Queens­
land we notice that from Coolangatta in the 
South to Cape York in the North there are 
many areas that have needed development but 
because the State Government are bound to 
the Commonwealth Government for their 
finance, they have been unable to undertake 
any essential works. Whether a Common­
wealth Government are Liberal, Country 
Party or Labour, they must accept responsi­
bility for development. 

~Ir. Muller: Is it not a fact that the 
present Commonwealth Government have pro­
vided you with more money than any other 
Government in the history of this StateW 

~Ir. LLOYD: I admit that, as do many 
other hon. members on this side, but money 
is as nothing these days. What counts is 
the purchasing power of the money handed 
to the State. Let me show the hon. member 
for Fa~sifern exactly what the position was 
here in 1938·1939. In that year, income 
taxation returned to this State Government a 
net sum of £4,490,000. In addition, the 
State development tax, which was introduced 
by the State Govemment for a specific pur­
pose-development-retmned £1,332,751. The 
total return from income and development­
tax sources was £5,822,751, and in the Budget 
presented for ] 939·1 940, I suppose it would 
be safe to say, £11,000,000 would be the 
maximum required to carry out the same 
amount of public works, developmental works, 
and other necessary works incorporated in 
Government administration that we are 
required to do today with £67,482,587. 
Perhaps the hon. member for Fassifern will 
admit that it was only the inflationary spiral 
that has taken place since 1951 that has 
created the position that makes it necessary 
for State Governments to require that addi­
tional amount of finance from the Common­
wealth Government. 

Let me help the hon. member further by 
reading the following extract from page 17 
of the Financial Statement presented by the 
Treasurer-

'' The following extract from the Report 
of Treasury officers on the resumption of 
income tax by the States is of interest as 
showing that the States' share of the 
national income represented by their pro­
portion of income taxation receipts is little 

more than static whilst the Common­
wealth's share has considerably increased 
compared with 1938-1939. 

'Income tax by the governments has 
increased from 41 per cent. of the gross 
national income in 1938-1939 (of which 
about two-thirds was raised by the 
States) to 14 per cent. of the national 
income in 1951-1952. As the tax reimburse­
ment grants to the States in 1951-1952 
bore much the same proportion to the 
gross national income as the States' 
pre·war income tax and, as the Common­
wealth contribution to the States' loan 
programmes out of revenue in 1951-1952 
was about 2~ per cent. of gross national 
income, the greatest proportion of the 
increase was used to meet Commonwealth 
commitments.' '' 
''As the tax reimbursement grants to 

the States in 1951-1952 bore much the 
same proportion to the gross national 
income as the States' pre-war income tax 
amt, as the Commonwealth contribution to 
the States' loan programmes out of revenue 
in 1951-1952 was about 2?! per cent. of 
gross national income, the greatest pro­
portion of the increase was used to meet 
Commonwealth commitments.'' 

There is the answer to the interjection made 
by the hon. member for Fassif~rn-that 
income tax by the Governments has mcreased 
from 4?, per cent. of the gross national 
income in 1938-1939 to 14 per cent. of the 
national income in 1951-1952. 

~Ir. Heading: You will admit that they 
have got greater financial responsibilty. 

Jlr. LLOYD: The hon. member for 
Marodian says that they have greater finar;­
cial responsibility, but some of the responsi­
bilities that previously rested with the State 
Governments have been transferred by 
referendum to the Commonwealth Govern­
ment-I refer to national service, social 
service and employment. That does not 
affect the position because turning to the 
Financial Sta.tement pre~ented by the 
Treasurer we find that regardless of the fact 
that in 1938·1939 H per cent. of the gross 
national income was received by the States 
and that H per cent. paid for all the com­
mitments, whether by the States or by the 
Commonwealth, in 1951-1952 to carry out the 
same commitments it is necessary, according 
to the present Commonwealth Government, 
to tax the people to the extent of 14 per 
cent. of the national revenue. 

To give the Committee some idea as to 
how national revenue has increased from 
1938-1939 to 1951-1952 we have the fact that 
in the former period the national revenue· 
was £780,000,000 and hy J 951-1952 it had 
1ncreased to £3,250,000,000. There was 40(\ 
per cent. greater national revenue in 1951-
1952 than in 1938-1939 but the reimburse­
ments to the State have reached £13,962,000, 
an increase of a little more than double 
taxation returns received by the State Govern­
ment in 1938-1939. Therefore, we have the 
position that we in Queensland are a.ttempt­
ing to carry out our responsibilities and com­
mitments not only to Queensland and 
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Australia but the world at large by develop­
ing the resomces we possess, an(l there is no 
doubt as to them. We are attempting to do 
that on the small increase in the amount of 
revenue received whereas the Commonwealth 
Government are receiving this tremendous 
increase in taxation and taking unto them­
selves the responsibility for its expenditure 
and refusing to allow the States to have any 
say or responsibility in doing so. We see 
that exemplified at meetings of the Loan 
Council. If we turn again to the Financial 
Statement we find on page 13 under the 
heading of ''Loan Fund'' that the Treasurer 
has again pointed out some of The undemo­
cratic things that do happen whereas we are 
supposed to be living in a democratic 
country, and as the Australian Constitution 
lays down, we have an indissoluble Federal 
Government. The State Premiers submitted 
to the Loan Council meeting a total works 
programme of £317,000,000- but by a major­
ity vote of the Loan Council, that figure was 
reduced to £231,000,000, yet we find this 
statement on page liS of the Treasurer's 
Financial Statement-

'' The Commonwealth was not prepared 
to agree to a total progTamme exceeding 
£200,000,000, and as part of the finance 
for capital works and housing is pro­
vided from Commonwealth sources, the 
power of the Commonwealth to limit States' 
works programmes is very apparent.'' 

JUr. JUunro: Would you agree that they 
have done a good job in removing the menace 
of inflation~ 

.:Ur. LLOYD: I accept that interjection 
in the political spirit in which it is made. I 
am certain that the hon. member for Toowong 
realises the very important economic principle 
that any increase in interest rates must be 
deflationary but it also creates unemploy­
ment and stagnation in industry. 'l'hat is 
a point that has been lost sight of by many 
hon. members opposite. 

lUr. lUuller: What was the alternative 
to an increase in interest rates~ 

l\Ir. LLOYD: I reply to that interjection 
from the hon. member for Fassifern by say­
ing that the alternative was not to allow 
Australia's finances to get into the parlous 
condition they were in 1952, which perhaps 
in the opinion of the hon. member made 
increased interest rates necessary. If the 
Commonwealth Government had taken the 
necessary action in 1950 and 1951, the 
position that arose in the latter part of 
1952 would not have arisen. There are many 
factors to be considered and one could go 
on for at least an hour on the subject of 
the financial policy that has been put before 
the people ol' Australia and has aroused so 
much resentment among those working in 
industry and even among industrialists them­
selves. 

Whilst i"I'C in Queensland are considering 
the Financial Statement that has been pre­
sented by the Treasurer, we must appreciate 
the fact that so much of this developmental 
work is to be carried out in the ensuing year. 

The position is complicated by the fact that 
the Commonwealth Government have complete 
control of the finances of Australia whilst 
the State Governments have no financial con­
trol at all; they simply control the adminis­
tration of and accept the responsibility for 
their own lands policy, hospitals policy, 
housing policy and education policy, because 
under the Constitution they must do so. We 
find that the States are literally tied to the 
wheels of the Commonwealth. 

iUr. Sparkes interjected. 

lUr. LLOYD: That brings up a matter 
that has been mentioned time and time 
again by the hon. member for Aubigny, 
that is, whether we favour the return of 
taxing powers to the State Governments. 
I say-and this is only my own private 
opinion-that the return of taxing powers to 
the States would solve nothing. I have 
already outlined the commitments of the 
}'ederal Government. I have not criticised the 
Federal Government except in regard to the 
small amount of expenditure on national 
development. Those commitments are there 
and they amount to a considerable sum of 
money. If taxation powers are returned to 
the State Governments, we shall find this 
position arising: while the loan market of 
Australia apparently is not very buoyant and 
while the present Commonwealth Government 
have control of the Loan Council and we can­
not get the necessary money to develop our 
resources, there is only one way in which 
to do it and that is by imposing further 
taxation on the people of Queensland. Do 
not forget this fact, that taxation provides 
the main source of revenue for the CommoN­
wealth Government at the moment and that 
it is from taxation of all forms that they 
are financing their grants to the State 
Governments. However, as the Commonwealth 
Go-vernment will not reduce their adminis­
trative costs their taxation must remain 
almost stable, except what they believe to 
be a fair and equitable share returnable to 
the States and this in the case of Queensland 
would amount to £13,962,000 this year. 

If we as a Government are to accept our 
full responsibilities as a separate taxing 
authority and while we have to raise our 
own money for our increased responsibilities 
to posterity and to Australia as a whole, we 
shall be required to carry out very many 
large projects in this State. That should 
not be done through revenue from increased 
taxation alone, but must be done mainly 
from loan moneys. It cannnot be done 
through taxation because a,t the present time 
the burden of taxation in all its forms is too 
heavily set upon the people of Australia. 

Apparently the Commonwealth Govern­
ment are unable to realise or are incapable 
of realising their responsibilities in this 
regard of raising the necessary loan money 
to finance the programmes of the works 
that are needed. Under the present economic 
system, with the present Federal Govern­
ment and while they receive the present 
heavy amounts in taxation, and while 
thev control the Loan Council in the 
matter of raising loan moneys, it will be 
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necessary for each State to raise enough 
revenue from its o'vn taxation to meet its 
own increasing responsibilities. But, as I 
said before, the taxation burden of the State 
is already too heavy. I do not think that 
the transfer of taxing powers back to the 
'State Government would accomplish anything 
of any great importance to the people of the 
'State. What '"e should ha,ve is a greater 
control of loan raisings and the allocation of 
the necessary finance through the Loan 
Council to meet the various projects of the 
States. 

JUr. Walsh: They do not give effect to 
the decisions of the Loan Council. 

JUr. LLOYD: That is obvious because I 
have already pointed out that whereas the 
majority of the members of the Loan Council 
voted for a total allocation of £231,000,000-
I think that was the amount-the Common­
wealth Government decided that it would not 
make a-wailable or raise anything beyond 
£200,000,000. There is sufficient evidence 
that the original purpose of the Financial 
Agreement, which set up the Loan Council, 
has been departed from, and it is easy to 
understand how in the circumstances it has 
not been possible under the Australian 
Constitupion to maintain the Sovereign 
powers of the State. 

The reasons for the deterioration in the 
financial relationships between the States and 
the Commonwealth since the inception of 
Federation are easily traceable. There has 
been a gradual deterioration till the present 
time, when the responsibility of the State 
Governments is controlled by the Common­
wealth Government, who tell the State 
Governments, ''You set out the expenditure 
yo_u re.quire but we will tell you that in cer­
tam cucumstances we will not give you any 
money at all.'' As I pointed out, that 
has been done as far as war-service land 
settlement is concerned; the Commonwealth 
Government regardless of political colour 
have informed the State Governments, that 
they could only get moneys to carry out such 
settlement under certain conditions. Let us 
not forget that the present Federal Govern­
ment have been the Government of Australia 
since 1949, and they have had ample time 
to alter the terms of the War Service Land 
Settlement Agreement if they thought it 
wise to do so. As a State Government we 
have our own policy in land matters, and 
that policy has been approved by the elec­
tors of Queensland at elections that have 
taken place since 1945 when the agreement 
was made. The Queensland Government, 
under their sovereign rights, have power to 
frame their own policy of land settlement 
and if they decide that 93 per cent. of the 
land in Queensland shall be leasehold land 
and that the Government shall be able to 
say to any individual who is guilty of 
neglecting the land that if he continues to 
do so they will apply their rights of resump­
tion as ~rustees for the whole country, they 
have a nght to do so. It is not proper for 
any Commonwealth Government to attempt 
to convince the people of Queensland that 
their Government are not doing the right 
thing, and that leasehold lands should not be 

held by the Crown as trustees but it should 
be possible to transfer it to other Govern­
ments or people under freehold or some other 
tenure. 

I was interested this morning to hear the 
Secretary for Public Lands and Irrigation 
giving a detailed account of what has 
happened in war-service land settlement dur­
ing the last few years. There are members 
of the Federal Government party who are 
attempting to mislead the people of Queens­
land by making false statements. I wish to 
quote from Federal '' Hansard '' of ·wed­
nesday 9 September, 1953. I will read the 
question asked by Mr. Wight, a colleague of 
members of the Opposition, who has been 
rather famous for his neglect of the truth 
in attacking the Government of Queensland 
so far as war-service land settlement and 
housing are concerned. He tried to force his 
way into any ex-service men's organisation; 
he has been doing so since the war finished­
trying to influence ex-service men to vote 
for him, I imagine. 

On page 13 of the '' Hansard'' I 
mentioned he is reported as having asked the 
following question, which is headed ''Land 
Settlement of Ex-service men.'':-

"Mr. Wight.-I refer to the abandon­
ment of the- War Senice Land Settlement 
Scheme by the Queensland Government. 
Can the Minister for the Interior confirm a 
report that, despite claims by that Govern­
ment that it has not received sufficient 
funds to enable it to carry on with the 
scheme, it did not expend between 
£200,000 and £300,000 of the money made 
available to it last year for that purpose, 
and, in addition, that a further sum for 
the purposes of the scheme was included 
in the estimates that were placed before 
the Loan Council when the grant of funds 
to Queensland for the present financial 
year was considered.' ' 

Mr. Kent Hughes, Minister for the Interior, 
answered that question. It is too lengthy a 
reply to read or quote, but among other 
things the Minister stated-

" I think the information was received 
officially by this Government in the middle 
of August. I speak subject to correction, 
but I understand that between £200,000 and 
£300,000 of the £676,000 that was allocated 
to Queensland last year for this purpose 
was not expended.'' 

There are two untruths in that statement, 
the first being this: no sum of money was 
allocated by the Loan Council of Australia 
to Queensland for war-service land settlement. 
It is not one of the functions, nor is it 
within the power, of the Loan Council to 
allocate any specific amount of money to any 
State Government for any specific purpose, 
unless by way of Commonwealth States grant, 
and this generally comes from revenue. There 
is the misleading statement in an endeavour 
to make ex-service men believe that the 
Queensland Government are not doing the 
job of war-service land settlement. The 
second untruth is this: in actual fact £764,000 
was expended on soldier settlement last 
financial year. 
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Now let me take the Opposition a little 
bit further so far as war-service land settle­
ment is concerned. In reply to some of the 
statements made by the Leader of the Opposi­
tion and the hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha, 
we :find on page 88 of this ' 'Hansard,'' 
Mr. Kent Hughes, Minister for the Interior 
and Minister for Works, on the second read­
ing of the Loan (War Service Land Settle­
ment) Bill 1953, stating-

'' This money will be advanced under 
approved conditions, to the three agent 
States to be used by them for the acquisi­
tion, development and improvement of land 
for subdivision and allotment to classified 
ex-service men and for providing those 
ex-service men with workmg capital and 
finance for purchasing structural improve­
ments, stock, plant and equipment.'' 

The Secretary for Public Lands has told this 
Committee that at the end of last year an 
offer was made by the Government of Queens­
land to the Federal Government to become 
an agent-State under certain conditions. The 
one respect in which this is altered is that 
the Queensland Labour Government would 
be responsible for the acquisition of the neces­
sary land for war-service land settlement, and 
the cost of such acquisitions. We see here 
the delaying tactics of the Commonwealth 
Government. There is substantiation of the 
statement made by the Minister in charge 
of public lands this morning that that money 
will be handed to the agent States, not the 
principal States, for this spec:fic purpose, and 
we as a Government are asking the Common­
wealth Government to allow us to become 
an agent State, but that we should be respon­
sible for the purchasing and acquisition of all 
lands. In other words this Government are 
prepared to meet costs of acquisition, which 
other States do not meet. 

So far as the other States are concerned 
the Minister for the Interior, Mr. Kent 
Hughes, made a statement as reported on 
page 89 of '' Hansard '' and said this about 
South Australia of which we heard so much 
this morning from the Leader of the Opposi­
tion-

" In South Australia, originally 2,796 
men were classified, allotments have been 
made to 536 men, leaving 2,260 still await­
ing allotments. I should say that. at lea't 
50 per cent. of those men are strll eager 
to obtain blocks of land. The percentage 
may be higher than that. At present, 230 
farms are under development in South Aus­
tralia. So there is still some way to go in 
that State before we shall be able to say 
that we are getting near completion of war­
service land settlement there.'' 

Apparently the position was a little better 
in West Australia, because there at present 
they have a Labour Government, who no 
doubt have been pursuing a land-settlement 
policy of the best possible kind, similar to 
that of Queensland. Mr. Kent Hughes did 
not have the position relating to Tasmania. 

I have always held the view, so far as 
developmental works are concerned, that it 
does not matter what capital expenditure is 
involved so long as there is a guaranteed 

return from that expenditure. This is clearly 
demonstrated in the United States of 
America, where the T.V.A. scheme was intro­
duced in the early 30's. There, out of an. 
investment of 450,000,000 dollars up to 1944 
there was in that year a surplus of 40,000,0()0 
dollars from the sale of power. It was 
estimated too that within a few years the 
whole of the capital expended on that scheme 
would be recovered. 

In a scheme such as that the value in 
revenue derived from taxation, the develop­
ment of farms, the sale of electricity, and 
so on is not all that has to be considered. 
In addition we have the value of such things. 
as flood-prevention, soil conservation and 
other similar important advantages. All 
schemes such as these are multi-purpose and 
the deYelopment that follows them is such 
that regardless of the initial expenditure the 
prosperity of the people amply justifies the 
·.rndertaking. Before the introduction of the 
T.V.A. scheme, only 3 per cent. of the farms 
in the area were supplied with electricity. 
Today 85 per cent. of the farms enjoy that 
amenity. Since 1933 the annual average· 
consumption of electricity has increased frol'll 
tiOO to 2 900 kW. hours, while the national 
average in the United States of America is 
:.l,070 kW. hours. 

It is high time the Commonwealth Govern­
ment realised some of the salient features. 
of developmental works. It is time they 
anpreciated that the expenditure of large 
si'tms on the construction of clams that make· 
possible the irrigation of lands an_d the 
reticulation of power to the people m the 
country, while at the same time preventing 
floods and soil erosion, are of much greater 
value than the spending of such small 
amounts as £1,000,00 on the construction of 
small weirs, which still leave us open to 
damage from flood~ and c_onsequent . soil 
erosion. It is tragrc to thmk that m a. 
country as old as Australia the northern 
parts of Queensland are still subject to 
flooding. 

'Ne have the spectacle every few years of 
the Bmdekin River in flood, holding up 
transport and creating untold damage to the 
national income. Terrific loss to the State is 
occasioned by soil erosion. Tremendous 
expenditure is necessary in North Queensland 
and the blame for not developing that part 
of Australia must be laid at the door of the 
Commonwealth Government. We cannot 
expect the State Government, who are con­
fined for their financial resources to the 
imposition of taxation on such minor matters 
as land and motor-car registration, to meet 
this huge expenditure. The State is bound 
by the Financial Agreement and cannot be 
expected to undertake the large projects that 
are necessary for its proper development. 
These projects are only being advanced in 
Queensland because the Government have 
refused to allow the Burdekin dam, tho Tully 
hydro-electric scheme, and others to be aban­
doned because of the refusal by the Common­
wealth Government to supply at least part of 
the finance required. I think the people of 
Australia will show next vear their disfavour 
with the policy put into operation by the 
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·Commonwc[L!th Government in respect of 
these works and will show that they as the 
electors of Australi[L realise tlwt we in this 
·country must be in a position to increa.se our 
population and that we should be able to 
·ensure to the future generation a decent 
stand[Lrd of living and a prosperity that 
could be unequalled anywhere in the world. 

Another question I wish to discuss tonight 
·concerns [L rema.rk m[Lde by the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition, who dealt with 
technicalities and attempted to belittle the 
Financial Statement presented by the 
Treasurer. Not being able to :find anything 
in it really objectionable on which to base 
constructive criticism, he dealt with some 
vague so-called irregularity and I was at a 
loss to discover his point. However, I am 
·Certain that so far as the technicality of 
the criticism is concerned, the Treasurer will 
be able to deal with that in the time allowed 
him more capably than I might. 

The hon. member for Coorpa.roo said the 
building industry had deteriorated in 
{~ueensland and he accused the State Govern­
ment of creating unemployment in the 
building industry. This evening's ''Brisbane 
Telegraph'' has the following statement:-

''Bright timber outlook here in contrast 
to southern chaos. 

''The sawmilling industry's prospects 
were bright, chairman of Brandon Timbers 
Ltd. (Mr. J. W. Peden) told the annual 
meeting. 

''The managing director (Mr. E. B. 
Brandon) said that despite chaotic condi­
tions in the industry in the southern States, 
demand for good quality timber in the 
Brisbane zone of supply was good. 

"It was very difficult for the company 
to obtain sufficient supplies. 

''Mr. Peden said sales in 1952-1953 were 
one-third greater than the previous year's, 
and Mr. Brandon added that sales in the 
:first quarter of 1953-1954 were 40 per cent. 
above those for the same period of 1952-
1953. 

''Production had increased.'' 

The final paragraph of this statement is 
significant, especially when we consider the 
remarks made by the hon. member for 
Coorparoo in regard to the building trade. 
It says-

' '.However, directors when applying to 
Cap1tal Issues Board last year for permis­
sion to increase capital by £50,000, had 
stated that they would make a further 
application in 1953-1954.'' 

Apparently this :firm, with other large saw­
milling firms in Queensland, had applied in 
1951-1952 to the Capital Issues Advisory 
Board for a further allocation and was 
refused. Many small or medium-size saw­
mills in Queensland have suffered because of 
control over their capital issues. 

Whilst there is this chaos in the southern 
States, and whilst the hon. member for 
Coorparoo has said that there is some lag 
in prosperity in the building trade, we :find­
and these figures are readily available to all 

hon. members, including Opposition members, 
if they are interested-that the number of 
sawmills in operation in Queensland in 1939-
1940 was 438, in 1950-1951 it was 461, in 
1951-52 it was 671, and in the December 
quarter of 1952 it was 765. 

If we admit the argument of the hon. 
member for Coorparoo that there has been 
some falling off in the prosperity of the 
buillling trade, let us compare what has been 
clone in the building trade by Governmental 
undertakings through the Queensland Hous­
ing Commission with what has been done by 
private building contractors. We :find that 
last year 2,307 dwellings were constructed by 
the Queensland Housing Commission, an 
increase of 245 over the previous year. How­
ever, the total number of homes constructed 
in Queensland by , both the Government and 
private industry numbered 10,911, compared 
with 11,541 the previous year. Therefore, if 
there has been any falling off in the pros­
perity of the building trade it has not 
been the fault of the Government, because 
the number of homes constructed by the 
State Housing Commission last year increased 
by 245 over the previous year, although 600 
fewer homes overall were built. If therefore 
there has been any deterioration in the build­
ing trade, if there has been much unemploy­
ment in the building trade, it has been only 
because private contractors in Queensland 
have not erected as many homes as in the 
previous year. 

\Ve can perhaps make a comparison 
between the work undertaken by the 
Queensland Housing Commission and that 
undertaken by the War Service Homes Divi­
sion of the Commonwealth Department of 
Works and Housing. We :find that whereas 
in the last financial year approximately 
£30,000,000 was allocated to the State Govern­
ments in the way of housing loans 
for the building of State rental homes 
under the Commonwealth-States Housing 
Agreement, in 1951-1952 an amount of 
£27,964,109 was actually expended by the 
War Service Homes Division in the building 
of homes in Australia. Let us see how many 
homes the \Y ar Service Homes Division built 
in Queensland, but let us :first examine the 
position of people who apply to the War 
Service Homes Division for dwellings. At 
the present time it takes at least eight 
months for the War Service Homes Division 
to approve of an application to erect a home 
or to buy a home through it, although 
approval for a loan can be granted within 
from four to six weeks. ~ pplicants are told 
by Canberra that the applications must be 
handled in strict order of priority and thus 
it takes anything up to eight months for 
appr01al to be given or for the War Service 
Homes Division actuallY to make the advance 
available to the cont~actor or so that he 
can start building the home. In some cases 
it has taken 10 to 12 months to get approval 
for the applications by the War Service 
Homes Division but long before the time 
expires between the submission of the appli­
cation and the :final approval a valuation is 
made by the War Service Homes Division. 
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It can carry out the valuation in a matter 
of six weeks. It is not the fault of the 
administration itself but I believe that the 
Commonwealth Government have adopted a 
go-slow attitude so far as war-service homes 
are concerned. I think that the administra­
tion is told that it must go slow in granting 
approvals for advances to enable the con­
tractors to go ahead. 'l'he position is now 
reached that the building of homes through 
the War Service Homes Division is subject 
to much delay in approval and in the pay­
ment to the contractors. 

Compare that with the conditions that 
obtain with the Queensland Housing Commis­
sion. The hon. member for Coorparoo 
attacked the Treasurer for his unexpended 
loan moneys. Let me put it this way: it 
was necessary last year for the State Hous­
ing Commission to adopt a policy of not 
selling as many homes to its tenants as 
it had done before, and there was a very good 
reason for that, because immediately a home 
is sold to a tenant under the Commonwealth­
States Housing Agreement by the Queens­
land Housing Commission, the total amount 
of the contract price has to be refunded to 
the Commonwealth Government bv the 
Queensland Housing Commission. Let us 
assume that the Queensland Housing Com­
mission sold a house to one of its tenants 
for £2,000 on a deposit of £500. The bal­
ances are made up every three months and 
so within three months the State Housing 
Commission, in accordance with the Com­
monwealth-States Housing Agreement, is 
required to pay the full amount of the 
purchase price to the Commonwealth 
Government. 

A Government Member: That is a 
confidence trick. 

JUr. LLOYD: It is a very undesirable 
feature of the Commonwealth-States Housing 
Agreement. There are one or two features 
of the agreement that I think can be taken 
into consideration. The State Government 
have attempted to have it altered in the 
past 12 months to provide for easy purchase 
of homes. During the recent elections the 
Liberal Party came out with a grandiose 
scheme that its members alleged they had 
if the people of Queensland would return 
them as the Government of the State. They 
said that it provided for the purchase of 
homes but they did not know that already 
the Queensland Labour Government had 
submitted such a scheme to the Common­
wealth Government to allow the tenants to 
buy a State rental home in accordance with 
a formula laid down in the agreement. It 
provided for a deposit of 10 per cent. of 
the cost, with easy payments over a long 
period. The Queensland Housing Commission 
can do this only if the Commonv>ealth 
Government approve of the necessary altera­
tion in the Commonwealth-States Housing 
Agreement. 

(Time expired.) 

Progress reported. 

The House adjourned at 9.22 p.m. 

Questions. 




