
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

TUESDAY, 25 AUGUST 1953 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



ll4 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

TUESDAY, 25 AUGUST, 1953. 

Mr. SPEAKEl~ (Hon. .J. H. Mann, 
Brisbane) took the chair at 11 a.nL 

QUESTIONS. 

VOTING FIGURES, BURANDA A"D .WINDSOR. 

l'lh·. MORRIS (Mt. Coot-tlla) asked the 
Attorney-Genera!-

''In view of his reply to my question 
regarding the gazettal of election results in 
Buranda and V\Tindsor, will he state why 
Section 83 of the State :mections Act was 
not complied with in these cases, and what 
action he now proposes to take as requiretl 
by Section 86 of that Act~'' 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona) replied-
'' The requisite notice in each of the cases 

mentioned was published in the Ga:·etie on 
22 August, 1953. Ko further action is 
required to be taken. ' ' 

OLD UPPER KEDRON SCHOOL GROUND. 

Mr. MORRIS (Mt. Coot-tlla) asked the 
Secretary for Public Instruction-

" As the residents of Upper Kedron are 
desirous of building a modern hall and 
sports recrr.'ltion reserve on the ground on 
which the Upper Kedron State School was 
previously situated, will he agree to a trans­
fer of this land to a board of trustees or 
other persons under suibble and 
satisfactory conditions~'' 

Hon. G. H. DEVIUES (Gregoryl 
:replied-

'' The total area of the :"ubject land is 
5~ acres. Of the total area 5 acres is free­
hold vested in the Secretary for Public 
Instn,ction. It was purchnse'd in 1914 for 
£37 10s. from Mr. T. Marslwll. 'l'he remain­
ing portion, 1 acre, wns donated to the 
Department. If the larger portion is 
declared surplus to Departmental require­
men.ts it will be soltl by public auction. 
This is t110 usual procedm·c. If the smnllcr 
portion is no longer required for school 
pnrposes, it will be rctnrned to the donors 
or their beneficiaries upon application.'' 

FOREIGN CONTRACTORS, STATE HOUSES. 

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) asked the 
Secretary for Public ·works nntl Housing-

'' Has any provision been made in the 
contracts let by tho Housing Commission to 
foreign firms for the protection of the 1mges 
and other emoluments cnrned bv worker' 
employed by such firms~ If so, will he fully 
inform the House as to the measures 
taken~'' 

Hon. P. J. R. HILTON (Carnarvonl 
:rBplied-

' 'Yes. The contracts provi<1c- ( 1) The 
contractors are responsible for pnyment 
of wages of their employees, and the pa!-­
mont of' wages of their sub-contractors' 

employees in the event of the sub-contrac­
tors failing to make such payment; (2) 
J!'or payment by the Commission to work­
men out of moneys due to the contractors 
on nroduction of court orders for the 
amo~ut of the unpaid wages.'' 

ROUTE OF BOWEN -COLLINSVILLE RoAD. 

lUr. COBURN (Burdekin) asked the 
Minister for Transport -

''In reference to his letter to me of 
30 April 1953, relati,·e to the proposed route 
of the Bowen-Collinsville main road-

1. Has the discussion with the 
vVangaratta Shire Council yet been held~ 

2. If so, which route has it been 
decided to adopt~ 

3. As £10,000 was a llocatotl towards 
this road from the li'cclcral Aid Roads 
Grant in 1950, when is it expected that 
the construction of the road will be 
commenced~' ' 

Hon. J, E. DUGGAK (Toowoomba) 
replied-

'' 1. No. 
'' 2. See reply to 1. 

'' 3. Sufficient suncv information is now 
available to discuss the route to be adopted 
with the W angaratta Shire Council, but 
no date has been fixe,] for starting work 
on the section north of Bin bee.'' 

FREE Bus TRANSPORT '1'0 SCHOOLS. 

lUr. V. E. JONES (Ca!lide) asked the 
Secretary f'or Public Instruction-

'' In Yicw of the fact that the State 
Education Acts recognise that in the case 
of children under ten years of age, resi­
dence over two miles from a school is a 
justification for non-attendance, will he 
kindly give favourable consideration. to 
reducing the present three,mile minimum, 
which applies to free bus transport, to over 
two miles in the case of such children?'' 

Roll. G. H. DEVRIES 
replied-

(Gregory) 

'' At present it i,; not proposed to depart 
from the exist1ng polic:y. '' 

ENFORCEMEXT OF J\IAINTENAXCE ORDERS. 

Jlfr. KERR (Sherwood) asked the 
Attorney-General-

'' 1. vVlwt is the number of cocnt orders 
for maintenance \1-hich arc still effcctiYe? 

'' 2. How are they being enforced~ 

'' 3. \Vhat number is being ignored, not 
being complied with or partially avoided~ 

'' 4. vVhat action does his l1epartment 
take to enforce such orders~ 

'' 5. In cases where affected mothers have 
to go out to work to maintain and educate 
their children, will he ghe consideration for 
financial help or free rations to such 
families?" 
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Hon. W. POWER (Baroona) replied-
'' 1. The number of Maintenance Court 

Orders registered at Brisbane Court of 
Petty Sessions weTe: At 1 J anu:uy, 1953, 
local 3,933. Interstate 1,690. Total 5,623. 
At 20 August, 1953, local 4,086. Interstate 
1,784. Total 5,870. Since 1 January, 1953, 
new Orders registered at Brisbane totalled 
2?7, of which 79 have been registered 
smce 1 July, 1953. 

'' 2. By virtue of the provisions of the 
Maintenance Act of 1949 and the Inter­
state Destitute Persons Relief' Acts, 1914 
to 1944, b~ (a). Notice of Demand; (b) 
Summons for Disobedience; (c) Attach­
ment of "\V ages. 

'' 3. Of the total of 5,870 Orders in force 
as at 20 August, 1953, 2,495 are active. 
Of the balance a large proportion are 
Orders where the defendant cannot be 
located for the enforcement proceedings 
or where the wife has requeotecl that no 
action be taken to enforce the Onler 
although no application has been made t~ 
the Court .for the Order to be discharged, 
and accordmgly the Order must still remain 
on the active list. In many instances either 
of the parties may be cleceasecl and the 
Court has no knowledge of such. 

"4. (a) On the request of the wife to 
enforce the Order, action is always taken 
either by way of Attachment of W:cgcs, 
or Summons for Disobedience. (b) From 
time to time, action is taken by the office 
staff, when it is noted the Onler is in 
Arrears, to issue a Notice of Demand on 
the defendant and if satisfactory arrange­
ments are not made, a Summons for Dis­
obedience is issued. (c) Por the year 
ended 31 December, 1952, prosecutions for 
disobedience amounted to 494 for local :end 
164 for interstate Orders, :c total of 658. 
From 1 J anuar:·, 1953, to dnte there have 
been 516 prosecutions for disobec1ience of 
the OrderS. (tl) Att:cchments of Wages 
approximately 50 per annum. 

' '5. This question should be directed to 
the hon. the :Minister for Labour and 
Industry.'' 

QUOTAS OF TABLE MARGARINE. 

:filr. ~IULLER (Fassifern) asked the 
Secretary for AgTiculture and Stock-

'' In Yiew of the present adverse seasonal 
conditions anc1 the great importance of 
encouraging the expansion of the dairying 
inilustry, which is wholly Australi:cn, and 
in view also of the fact that in 1952-1953 
the quantity of table margarine manufac­
tured was only 913 tons out of a total 
quota of 6,850 tons for Queensland, will 
he kindly give consideration to a reduction 
of the table-margarine quota to a quantity 
'not more than 50 per cent. greater than 
the 645 tons allowed in August, 1951, as is 
the case in all other States~" 

Hon. H. H. COLLINS (Tablelands) 
replied-

'' Quotas granted for margarine will be 
kept under review.'' 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

RepoTt of the Comptrolle,r-General of 
Prisons for the year 1952-53. 

Report of the Licensing Commission for 
the year 1952-53. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table:-

Ordinance under the City of Brisbane 
Acts, 1924 to 1952. 

VOTING AT GENERAL ELECTION. 

IlETURN TO ORDER. 

The following paper was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed:-

Return to an Onler made by the House on 
20 August bst, on the motion of Mr. 
Sparkes, showing the details of the voting 
at the last State elections. 

DIVIDING FENCES BILL. 

INI'riA ~'ION. 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-Attorney­
Ueneral): I move-

'' That the House will, at its next sitting, 
resolve itself into a. Committee of the 
·whole to consider of the desirableness of 
introducing a Bill relating to the con­
struction and repair of dividing fences 
between ceTtaia lands.'' 

::liotion agreet1 to. 

"GKAlJ'I'IIORISED DOCUMENTS BILL. 

I NI'riA'I'ION. 

lion. W. POWER (Baroona-Attorney­
Gencral) : I move-

'' That the House will, at its next sitting, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider of the desirableness of 
introducing a Bill to prevent the mis­
leading use of forms resembling court 
process and for purposes connected 
therewith.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

PRIKTERS AND NEWSPAPERS BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-AttorneY-· 
General) : I move-

'' That the House will, at its next sitting. 
Tcsolvc itself into a Committee of th~ 
Whole to consider of the desirableness of 
introducing a Bill to repeal the Printers 
and Newspapers Act of 1914, and to 
~nact further provisions relating to print­
:ng presses, and to the printing and publish­
mg of books and papers, including pro­
visions relating to the preventing of the 
printing and publishing of' books and papers 
by persons not lmovm, and provisions 
Tclating to the printing and publishing of 
newspapers.'' 
Motion agreed to. 
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AUSTRALIAN CONSULAR OFFICERS' 
NOTARIAL POWERS AND EVIDENCE 

ACTS A1IE~D~IENT BILL. 

IN ITI A'l'ION. 

Hon. W. POWElt (Baroona-Attorney­
General) : I move-

" That the House 1\'ill, at its next sitting, 
resolve itsC'lf into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider of the desirableness of 
introducing a Bill to amend tl!e Australian 
Consular Officers' N otarial Powers am1 
Evi~ence Acts, 1946 to 1949, in certain 
particulars. '' 
Motion agreed to. 

COJ\1PANIES AC'fS AMENDMEX1' HILL. 

INITIATION. 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-Attorney­
General): I move-

'' That the House. will, at its next sitting, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the 
\'Vhole to COil sider of the llesira bleness of 
introducing a Bill to mnend the Companie.i 
Acts, 1931 to 1942, in certain particulars.'' 
Motion agreed to. 

REGISTRATION OJ<' FIR:1.1S ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-Attorney­
General) : I move-

'' That the House will, nt its next sitting, 
re,solve itself into a Committee of the 
·whole to consider of the desirn bleness of 
introducing a Bill to amend the Rcgistrn­
tion of Firms Act of 194:2, in certain 
particulars.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESUMPTION CF DEBATE-}'IRST ALLO'l'TED 
DAY. 

Debate. resumed from 20 August (see 
p. 113) on Mr. Diploek 's mo1ion for the 
adoption of the Address in Reply. 

Mr. lUcCATHIE (Haughton) (11.17 a.m.): 
I desire to associate myself vvith the Address 
in Reply to the Speech His Excelle,ncy 
delivered to this House on 5 August. ·when 
I read that Speech, I was impressed with 
the re,cord of achievement of this Govern­
ment in Queensland and I was particnlarly 
delighted ·with the programme of work the 
Government propose to embark upon. 
Particularly was I pleased with the stress 
laid on water consen-ntion and irrigatiou. 
My Government :1 !lpreciate to the full the 
need for this form of development, especially 
in North Quenslaml. 

His Excellency, in travelling tlJG State as 
he has, has made himself very well known to 
people in the faT-flung pnrts of Queens!nnd, 
nnd I am deeply appreciath'e of the fact 
that he has seen fit to make himself 
acquainted with not only the cities of 
";!ueo.nsland but also the outback areas. 

At this time particularly, I should like 
to associate myself >Yith the expressions of 
loyalty to Her Most Gracious Majesty, Queen 
Elizabeth II., and to say how delighted I 
>vas to see the upsurge of feeling that 
occurred in Australia on the occasion of 
her Coronation. \Ve are clelighted to know 
that our young Queen is settled on the 
Throne, and we are very appreciative, of the 
fact that the glories that were possible in 
the years "·hen Queen Elizabeth L was on 
the Throne of England, and when Queen 
Victoria reigned, might well recur in the 
years to come um1er Queen Elizabeth IL 
\V e all wish her >Yell, and I am quite sure 
that all who associated themselves with 
expressions of loyalty on the occasion of 
her Coronation will renew those expressions 
cf loyalty next year >Yhen the Queen visits 
us, to allow herself to be >'W)n and to sec for 
herself something of her far-flung dominions. 
\\' e hope that her reign will be one of peace; 
\YC sincerely hope that the lead she. has given, 
and will continue to gi.-e, will in turn enable 
the British Commonwealth of Nations to show 
the way to peace in this troubled world, and 
that that peace will enclme for many years 
to come. 

I should like to congratulate you, 
Mr. Speaker, on your re-election to your 
position in the House. Those of us who 
obey the Standing Orders haye never had 
any difficulty in keeping peace within the 
House, but those who ell(la.-our to find some 
way of getting round the Standing Orders 
:.md beha.-e like Peck's bad boy, must expect 
to recei.-e some attention from vou. We 
are c1elightec1 that :-·ou have ngain been 
elevated to the position of Speaker, and 
>Ye are quite sure that you will exercise 
impartiality in this House for the next three 
years. 

I should like to pay a tribute to our leader, 
the Premier, the Hon. V. C. Gair, on being 
returned to the Government benches with a 
largely increased majority on the first occasion 
on which he had the opportunity of putting 
our case to the people. Tho people of Queens­
land sho>Yod in no uncertain manner what they 
thought of the policy of the Opposition. It 
was really not a policy but an attemp~ to tell 
the Labour Partv ho'Y to conduct rts own 
affairs in Qnee:lrslanc1. The people veq 
emphatically rejected their suggestion and 
accepted Labour's policy. The crowded 
Government benches arc proof of what they 
thought of our policy in this State. A number 
of new Government members come from the 
northern part of the State and their presence 
in the Chamber is a clear indication that 
Korth Queensland >vants the Labour Party. 

I shoulcl like to congratulate the De;wty 
Premier, the Hon. J. E. Dug.gan, on his 
excellent handling of Queensland's case nt the 
recent Premier's Conference. ·The mem'Jers 
of the Government party feel that he g·ave 
Qneemlnn!l 's case a thorough airing an cl did 
not mis~ an opportunity to put QueenslanJ 's 
needs before the men who control the pur>e 
strings. 

Before proceeding to deal with scveml 
points that I propose to mise affecting my 
electorate I should like to congratulate the 
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hon. member for Condamine, Mr. Diplock, on 
the excellent speech he made in moving the 
motion for the adoption of the Address in 
Reply. Mr. Diplock is to be cong-ratulated 
first, on the courage that he showed in his 
speech and again on his excellent victory at 
the polls, in being able to convert such a large 
majority in favour of the Country Party into 
a majority for himself as a Labour representa­
tive. I have no doubt, in view of his approach 
to the subject of representations for his 
electorate, that he will be here for many years 
to come. 

I offer my congratulations also to the hon. 
member for Na 'h, who seconded the motion. 
He took a bold step ind('~d in referring to the 
subject of wage incentins, a matter of vital 
concern to our pm·t:''· I desire also to pay a 
tribute to the former member for Nash, ~1r. 
Thomas Dunstan. Tom Dunstan for many 
years has been a friend of my family, who 
were associated with his in Gympie, and as a 
Gympieitc I have alwa~·s felt that the names 
Dunstan and Gympie were synon~·ms. I haye 
a very pleasant recollection of his gentleness 
and courtesy three years ago after I made my 
Adrlress in Reply speech. He was the first 
to come bv me after I l•n<l made the speech 
and with a gentle pressme of his hand on my 
shoulder he said, ''\V ell done, Gym pie.'' M:v 
association with Tom Dunstan as a friend and 
collFaguc for three years in the Queenslanrl 
Parliament will he one of the most pleasant 
recollections in my parliamentary career. 

I should like to pay a tribute to the >York 
done in my electorate by the Department of 
Public Instruction and the Department of 
J'ul'lic ',Yorks .. \cting in association. the~ two 
rlepartnwnts haYe provided many new scbools 
and important facilities in my area. Follow· 
ing on the representations I rmule during the 
ftrst 12 months that I was in Parliament, thP 
Secretary for Public Instruction saw fit to 
build a 'new State school at East Avr. The 
school was opened in February last ~:ear with 
an attendance of no pupils, but today the 
number has reached 220, which indicates that 
there >Ya.s a need for the new school an(l that 
its construction was appreciated by the people 
of the a Tea. I pay a. tribute also to the peonle 
who were associated with the a.ctual construc­
tion of the school, including the officers of the 
Department of Public \Vorks, which gave 
such good service t1Jat the building· wajl 
ereetccl more quickly than was expected. 

I should like to pay a further tribute to 
the splendid work tha.t was done at Cl~re 
where a school was mo>·ed and a new wrng 
incorporated to provide accommodation for 
86 pupils. It is expected that next yea.r the 
attendance will he further increased and more 
aceommoda.tion will be required. 

While I pay these tributes I want it always 
to be known that moTe edue'!tional facilities 
are needed in my district. 'l'hc first of them 
is a senior c1ass 'at the Ayr High School. At 
present the school takes pupils to Junior 
stanrlanl, aml we are fneerl ,yit!t tbe position 
that is facing many country towns, of baying 
to see a number of our children not proceed 
beyonrl JuniOl' because the parents cannot 
"rhnl to send them on to a school with educa­
tion to Senior standard. \V e feel that the 

school's results in the past ha.ve been suffici­
ently gratifying to a.ll officers of the depart­
ment to warrant this increase in the sta.ndard. 
In the years that I have been in Ayr, during 
which I have been as~ociatecl with many public 
bodies, I have emphasised the necessity for a 
Senior class on numerous occasions. Recently 
when I approached the officers of the depart­
ment I found the inspector who had ,inst. 
visited Ayr had informed the Head Office that 
there were seven pupils ready to proceed to 
Senior next year. I know that the depart­
ment's attitude is tha.t six pupils arc sufficient 
to constitute a dass and I have been asked to 
ascertain from the parents of the seven pupils 
>Yhether they still hold the view they 
expressed to the insrwdor, that thPir chiltlren 
will go nheafl 'Yith the Senior at Ayr. I have 
f]one that. \Vhile I appreciate the need foT 
having some such Tequircment I a.m still of 
the opinion that the Ayr district, a large and 
growing one, 'Yould he better serve(l by the 
establishment of a. ScnioT class ewn though 
there might onl~· l>e three pupils. We have 
had fh·e as recentl:v as last yeaT. \Ve had 
seYen who 'n're to take the Senior hnt two of 
these "·ere flomcstic-science pupils who >YOulrl 
have to g-o to Erishmw. On that occasion the 
report was th~t of the fh·e hYO would probably 
not pass their Junior. The fiYe of them 
passed, however, and are now awn;· at 
secondnTY schools at Charters Towers or 
Townsvilie. Again Ayr lost the opportunity 
of baYing a Senior class. On this occasion I 
am hopeful that the seven who indicated to 
the inspector during his Yisit that they >YOulcl 
proceed are still available; altbough, as you, 
l\Ir. Spcnker and hon. members will appreciate, 
it is rather doubtful whether as lnte in the 
year as August the parents will not ha>·e made 
other arrangements. 

Eeranse of the crowding that is occurring 
in dcnominationa 1 schools close to us it is 
essential that people ma.ke np their minds and 
book earl~-, othen,·isc the children will not get 
the Senior that they desire. In Ayr we are 
likely to lose a number of children. We know 
tha.t numbers could proceed to our teaching 
spn·ice, which is in nped of reeru'ts, or P'O to 
other useful positions in the Government 
service, bnt beca.use the .Tunior sta:rdar~ only 
is aYailable they look for apprentrceshrps or 
drift into bank' or office jobs; aml that is to 
our loss. 

I make that plea ,·cry eamestly. If it is 
posihle to find the necessary staff, I. should 
like to sec the Senior standard estabhshed at 
AYr next year. I am quite certain that once 
tli'e amJot{ncement is lllade that tJ,e Senior 
class will be P'lta.lJlished there >Yill be no diffi­
culty in keeping up the numbers. From m:v 
o bseryations I prophesy that in 1955 there 
will be about 14 offering at Ayr to go on to 
sub-Senior and eYcntually to Senior. 

\Yhile I belieYe it is yery important to 
lun·e that class esta.blished, I do think t!wre 
is something we can do a.t the Ayr High 
School that >vould be of tremendous ya.Jne 
to the district, an a.gricultural one, that is, 
the estahlishment of an agricultural Junior 
~t Ayr. As everyone should know, Ayr is 
the centre of the most impOTtant fanning 
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district in Queensland. We have a potential 
that man;y other districts would like to have, 
the certamty of crop owing to our irrigation. 
We .know we can always produce, although 
at hmes our market may be rather difficult. 
It is absolutely vital to the development of 
the area that the agricultural Junior be 
est~blrshed at the Ayr High School. We 
clarm to be an agricultural district. There 
is a rural school at Home Hill and some 
project work is done at the various State 
schools in the. area, but once the· children go 
to the Ayr Hrgh School anv association w.ith 
agriculture, oth:r than that which they may 
have at home, rs lost. I contend that if we 
can take them that step further, of giying 
the~ the opportunity of the agrienltural 
Jumor, we shall be doing a great deal for 
the development of our district and towards 
retaining on the land the sons of many 
farmers who are now drifting away froilr 
it. I1; our district 11·e grow the best 
sugar m Queensland. I do not have to stress 
~his fact to sugar· growers: they know 
rt. I know also, with experience of yem·s in 
the sugar industry, that today we are 
producmg better sugar than ever. There is 
a sugar experimental station in the Pioneer 
Mill .area and at Clare Road there is an 
exp~rrmenta1 farm of the Department of 
Agnculture aml Stock. We have been 
in~onned that there is everr possibility of 
tins . department :s t>stahlishing n large 
expenmental statwn at :Millaroo. However 
these institutions only serve the people wh~ 
~re alrea~y ~arming. Xothing is l1eing done 
m our drstnct . to encourage young men to 
take up farmmg although heaven only 
knows, todav more tlwn ev~r before it is 
essential thnt we should attract young people 
to the land. Over the vears I have been 
nssociatcd with man0· llevclopments in the 
Burdekin area and hitherto we have had a 
sug;~r complex and ~t has not been possible 
!o mterest people m much but the su-:"ar 
1.ndu~try. Even those engaged in mixr·l 
farnnng :::lways wanted to get cane assign· 
ments. Smco the Government established 
the Clare settlement and it k1s been shown 
again that the area has possibilities in other 
crops I find there is a keener interest in the 
further development of the Bnrdekin are'! 
by other means tlum sugar·growing. I 
commend to the House the news announced 
today as to the Internntional Sugar A•.;rec· 
ment and .c am qmto sure it y;ilJ make sugar· 
growers happy but we in North Queensland 
who appreciate the necfl for bringing to the 
area a greater number of people renlised 
that development along the lines I have 
suggested will do something towanls inn·eas· 
ing the population of the North. 

In the last few years >Ye hm'e seen an 
agricultural boom in the Ayr district and 
since the war ended 100 permits for new 
homes each year have been granted there. 
These houses have been erected in the shire 
and ho~. members will appreciate how the 
populatiOn of the town and district has 
improved. T.hese permits ~o not include any 
development m the Burdekm Vallev in which 
Clare, Millaroo, and the settleme~t at the 
Gorge have brought many hundreds of people 
into the area. Many of these people are 

eager to stay on with their work of develop­
ment in association with the Sub·department 
of Irrigation, and many will wish to find land 
in the area. 

The press indicates that the Committee of 
Direction of J<'ruit Marketing is interested in 
the establishment of a cannery in the area. 
For years we have tried to establish one 
in or about Ayr but our attempts have not 
had very much success. Some years ago 1 
»·as associated with an organisation known as 
the Lower Burdekin Marketing and· Develop· 
ment Committee and to illustrate what I mean 
by a sugar complex I would point out that 
this organisation sent circulars to 500 sugar­
growers. In that circular >Ye asked whether 
they would be interested in supplying a 
cannery if it was established and what crops 
they would grow, and what acreage of those 
crops. vVe received just over 100 replies, ancl 
of those 100 11 ho showed us the courtesy of 
replying, less than one half' were interested in 
growing crops other than sugar·cane, But the 
position is entirely different today. We know 
that >Ye cannot develop on sugar alone, that 
:ve must have other industries, and the primary 
mdustnes that are ca]Jable of establishment 
an(l development in the Burdekin are legion. 
'l'he Department of Agriculture and Stock, by 
its experimental station at Clare Road, has 
shown that cattle-fattening under irrigation is 
now beyond the realms of possibility, that it 
is a cPrtainh·. It has been able to show that 
11·ith irrigation it is possible to C'lrl"J two 
beasts to the acre quite romfortnblY. From 
what I have seen of the interest siwwn bv 
graziers, I have no doubt that many of the1~1 
>vill engage in pasture improvement: Some of 
the arc:JS there arc now carrying no more thaH 
a beast to 32 to 35 acres, and these graziers 
haYe realised that with irrigaterl pnstmes they 
coulll incrense their canying cap:1cit"' 
considerably. 

The dairying industry also is at a low ehh 
in the Burdekin. Blessed as the AYr disb·ict 
is >Yith unJimiterl water, >Ye cannot produce 
enough milk to supply the needs of the nre:c 
nwl have to dra\Y supplies all the w:1y from 
::'.Ialanda. Because of an upsurge of interest 
in rlairying recently, I approached the Depart­
ment of Agriculture and Stock nncl the 
Minister has informed me that Mr. Rice. the 
Director of Dair:·ing, will bn in the Ayr rlis· 
trict at the enrl of the month to discuss 11·ith 
fnrmers the possibility of improving dairying 
there. Some of the men who are engaged in 
flair;'ing in a small way have tried out the 
method of irrigated pasture, and improved 
their returns as a result, but we need some­
thing that will give us that improvement 
r1uring winter months that will help to keep 
up the supply when it is most neederl. The 
farmers of Clare hm·e approacherl the Depart­
ment of Public Ioands and the Suh-dcpartment 
of Irrigation as well as the Agrjcultural Bank 
to see whether they can get some help to 
engage in dairying on a small scale, but to 
date, because their holdings arc so small­
they are only from 50 to 70 acres-the depart· 
ment has stated that there are many problems 
connected with dairying on such a small scale 
and these will have to be investigated before 
permission to proceed will be granted. 
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Interest in dairying in the area at the 
moment is very great, and I hn,ve no doubt 
that as n, result of a recent interview with 
the Secretary for Agricultme and Stock, at 
which he stated the Government would give 
these men all possible help provided they 
were able to furnish some of the finance, we 
shall see established there a pasteurisation 
plant n,nd so haYe the first step taken towards 
establishing a sound dairying imlustlJ. There 
1s ample laud availnble and I am certain 
that the men wl1o arc showing interest in 
dairying today will go ahead aml rlo much to 
prO\'G to Queeusl:md that the Bunlekin has all 
the things that He claim for it. It has all 
the for deYelopment and I have 

no doubt that in the next few years 
1re 'hali sec tremendous dcYclopment in agri­
t·tdtnre i11 what is the pdure oi rn·ea~·. in 
q twensland. 

I do not wish to comJude \ritlwut men, 
tioning Clare. Hon. memoers can appreciate 
that it was only n:1tuml that during the 
recent election camr,aign Clare \\'as the sub­
i<Jct of much discussion. As a result of the 
~tatement made l;y the Premier that the 
Go\·ernm0nt would cousi<lcr tlJe formation of 
a committee to which ·,youlcl be appuintcrl a 
member from each of the departments 
interested at Cla1 e, IYith a gro1n'rs' repre­
sentative, the farmers are mnch havpier than 
thcv had been. That committee is nt work 
tod;1y auil is inyestigating first-hand the prob­
lrms of the farmers, g-iYing them much help, 
ful advice and transmitting its requests for 
help very speedily to Brisbane. Clnrc is 
settling down and IYhile we arc son~' to 
know that some farmers found it necessary to 
leave their farms we are hopeful that under 
the present set-up the remaining farmCl's IYill 
h1 n lllo to meet their commitments. Despite 
the recent attempt by the Country Party 
organiser, the ex,member for noma, to stir up 
further trouble in the area, I am emwineed 
that the farmers haYe no cause to worrv 
becaus0 they have been told definitely by tlie 
Premier what the Government's pollcy is in 
the matter. They are prPpnred to work and 
giYc of their best to O<'e thnt they make Clare 
:1 very sound settlement. 'l'hey know, too, 
that under the Act they are entitled to a 
review within fi\'C Ye~\!'" :111d a review should 
take place next ~'cru. I haw no doul1t that 
they IYill get from mv Gm-Prnment the same 
sympathetic consideration as they ha~ e had 
before. 

Mr. Spa.rkes interjected. 

:ur. )IeCA'J:'lH.E: The hon. member for 
is here again \Yith his interjectiow; 

lmt do not dishnh me. On 7 J\Iarch last 
the elcetors i:1 In~- nr0;1 g·rrvc n yery fitting 
,-eph· to <lll~' attempt nwfle l1y Country Party 
leaders or supporters to disturh my position 
:~ml whilst their emH1iclate on that occasion 
was alJ];, to nose in second, just ahead of the 
]Hm. mem1li'l' for ::\Innclinghurra 's paTt)·-the 
l'Pprcecnt:ltive of the brenl;>away pmty got 20 
1wr cent. of the votes polled, anrl the Country 
Party candirlate 21 per cent-1 got G9 per 
<"'nL 

Thrre is no doubt thnt hon. memhers 
onrosite would like to be able to sav that 
there is a lot of discontent at Clare. 1 

know that there has been discontent but I 
am quite pleased that the GoYernment have 
listened Yery attentively to representations I 
have made and have given the farmers in that 
area eYery consideration. The Government 
are still giving them every consideration and 
I lmO\\' that when eYerything is summed up 
and this review takes place the farmers will 
have no cause to he sorry for having gone to 
Clare to grow tobacco to supply a need in 
Australia, a need that the :B'ederal Govern­
ment refused to recognise and protect. That 
Uovernment arc allowing unlimited quantities 
of tobacco to be imported into this country 
and they have attempted, as they have done 
on pre1·ious occasions, to ruin the tobacco 
industry in Queensland. The farmers up 
there know all these things and are taking 
their own steps to prove to the Federal Gov, 
ernmeut just what the position is at Clare. 

I lHtl'e attempted on previous occasions to 
give the public of Queensland some knmrledge 
uf the \Y:JY tobacco fanners haYe been treuted 
by the 1•rcseut :Federal Qoyennnent, and their 
treatment of the farmers of Clare is no dif­
ferent from the treatment they mete or1t to 
:North C2ucensl:mrl generally. vV c have hall no 
suvport from the Felleral Gm,ernment for pro­
;iects in the north of Queensland. No support 
has been given by that Government to the 
Hurrlekin ,chemc. Recently \Ye made the sug­
gestion that we should become :m agent State 
in soldier settlement and we 11ere tolcl 
plninly that IYC were not wanted. \Ve require 
a great <leal of help in Korth Queensland at 
the Jll'Csent time but we are not likely to get 
it from the Federal Government. a Go,,ernment 
1rho have r1een playing politics with one of 
the most Yitnl parts of Australia, vhieh is 
vcn vulnerahle to attack, as I have stated 
often before. The people of thnt part of the 
Stnte bnYe shmm their dislike for the 
Ferlcrnl Govermnent b~' continuing- to elect 
Labor11· lll"mhers, not onlv in the Rtate elec­
tions hut in the :F<'rleral sphere. IV e can quite 
justifinlJl:>· accnse them of pla~-ing politics 
when they refuse to help projects in North 
Queensland that are ennable of bringing to 
that ]lart of Australia mnch,neecled 
population. 

Queenslnnrl hn~ nhvaYs shown that it 
:1pprcciate~ goorl goYel·nm011t, nncl nt thu !nst 
f'lcctio11 thP. reople ~1~0,Yf't1 ~:erv cle:1rly that 
they nnprcci:Jtcr1 the goorl recoril of the 
Statn La hour Om,cnment ~mrl returned us 
to the Government 1 enelws for a further three 
yenrs. 1 hnvc no doul1t that 11hen we go 
heforo the lWoplr in Hl:>G. 1vith tile rcconl 
behinrl m; that "'e slwll haYc an1l 1vith the 
llevelopmc"Jt for which >YO have hcen 
responsih1,', \, c ''bn 1l hnvc :1 hsolutely no 
trouJ,Jo in hcine· re,electerl. Nor have I 
nnv rlonht that l10n. mem!Jers oppc<ite, who 
ar~ smarting undpr the very severe defeat 
thnt thev suffered on 7 March, will make 
Jllnnv attacks on ns during the session. I 
rlcqil,v appreciate the help that was giwn 
to me throughout the Haughton electorate 
cluring the c~mpaign. The people sho,':ec1 
vcr:v clearly that tl1ey rlid not want Country 
P:nty representation or an:v form of brenk­
il\Yay organisation cbiming to bo I"abour, hut 
that thPv vvnnterl a Sbto Labour Govem, 
ment. They kn~w this Government's reco1·d. 
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It _is for that reason we are here, and we are 
qmte capable of carrying on the same good 
government that we have given Queensland 
for many years. 

Mr. ~IUNRO {Toowong) {11.47 a.m.J: 
Most memlJers of this Parliament have, 
so':lething in. the way of a hobby-horse to 
·winch they hke ta refer on an appropriate 
occasion .. ::\Iy. particular hobby-horse, one 
that .1 rmse.d m m1 own electorate, prior to 
entenng tlns Parhament anu that I have 
since referred to, is the general objective of 
a better Parliament, and l hope that by 
pursuing that objective \Ye shall perhaps 
at some time or another achieve not only a 
better Parliament but also a better Govern­
ment. }"or my present purpose, I regard the 
Government as being something in the nature 
of a secondary consideration. 

. I_n speaking to this motion I propose to 
diVIde, my renuuks into three sections. :E'irst 
of all, I propose to spectk rather briefly on 
one or two matters of parliamentary 
procedure, after which I propose to examine 
what appear to me to be some of the 
problems of our Commonwealth Constitution 
particularly as it applies to the States, and 
finally I should like very lll'ieliy to discuss 
the responsibilities of this P:uliameut in 
relation to one or two matters of ven groat 
topical inteTest at the present time. " 

In refcning to the Standing Orders, I 
shoulu like in the first place to aclmo,;-ledge, 
and to e'presc;s my appreciation of, the 
comtesy of tlle Acting I'remier in nominating 
me as one of the members of the Stnnuing 
Orclers Committee. I realise, of course that 
this is not an appropriate occasion on ;Yhich 
to endeavom· to make anv rletailed ~malysis 
of the Stanuing Orders, bi,t I hope and t;·ust 
that dnring the present session of the 
thirty-third Parliament, the Standing Orders 
Committee will meet aml will c>nrlcavom to 
correct some of the weaknesses that at 
present exist in the Standing Orders. 

In my view there are tlncr main purpose; 
in the Standing Oruct·,.;. 'rhc first o1w js­

'' To provide for tile effective ~~nd 
convenient functioning of Parliament.'' 

The second is-
'' To presene to the Gm·cnnuout of the 

day reasona lJle po\ver to out their 
legislative programlllO an:' dis-
ruption or un,iustified deb~'·'' 

The third and vcr:v imy;ortant one is-
'' To preserve all reasonable rights of the 

minority represented b.'' the oilltial Opposi­
tion anu all rcasonabie rig;hts of priyate 
members as such.'' 

I think that the Stawling Orders Commit­
tee should direct its att·'ntion to those three 
important purposes. First of all I shoulcl 
like to refer to Standing Order :t\o. 332, whic·h 
some hon. meml1ers of the Honse s~em to 
take for granted but whieh I think is a par­
ticularly imporbnt ono. It says-

'' Any of the foregoing Standing Rules 
and Orders may be suspended or dispensed 
with by the majority of the House." 

In plain language that Standing Order really 
means that the Standing .Orders in their 

entirety are binding on the minority of the· 
members, that is, those represented by the 
Opposition, and are only binding on the 
majority of the members, that is, those on the 
Government side of the House, so long as 
the members on the Government side of the 
House wish to abide by them. 

If at any time the Standing Orders appear 
to be in •any way .inconvenient to the majority 
of the members m this House, the whole of 
the Standing Orders can be suspended by a 
simple Yote of the majority of the members 
of this House. That appears to me to be 
entirely wrong and I suggest that it should 
be considered. While I say it is wrong, 
I would point out too that it is only a latter­
day development and that I think we should 
go back to the Standing Orders we had in 
the House in the past, which much more effec­
th·ely preserved the interests of the minority . 

I will give another example, and this 
~ime will refer to a part of the Stand­
mg Orders in which I think there shoulC! 
be some revision in the interests of the 
Government of the day. There comes to my 
mind ~t very recent experience. You wiil 
recollect the debate we had at the beginning 
of this the thirty-third Parliament during that 
short period when we were called together 
before \'l'e had elected the Speaker. Just suf­
ficient happened in that short period to 
indicate very clearly to me that there is a very 
great weakness in our Standing Orders, in 
respect of the period at the opening of a new 
Parliament before the Speaker is officially 
installed in his chair of office. 

There are quite a number of minor points 
to be considered but I stress the fact that 
there are important \\·eaknesses that 
provide sufficient cause fm the calling together 
of the Standing Orders Committee so that 
members from both sides of the I lo11c;e may 
have the opportunity of considm·ing the 
Standing Orders in a non-party spirit and 
from the viewpoint of providing for a more 
(•l:;cicnt, n1orc convenient ancl safer \vorking 
nf this Pn'rliament. 

In referring to the Stamlin!! Orders I <lo 
not 1rant to ovcrstrcss them ]~~cause l think 
that in a \\·ell orclere<l aml ornsilJ!e gathering 
of men the rules should he for guidance 
rnther than for compulsion. Even more impor­
tant than a revision of the StmHling Orders is 
the fact that one thing \Ye need in this Par­
linment is a better code of ethics, and by a 
better code of ethics I me~m the umuittcn 
rules that \1·e huild up dming the com·s<3 of 
oru practice and that guide the eonduct of our 
members \Yithout a throat of any specifie 
penalty. 

\Ve have some suc.h ethical rules in this 
House. I think one of the very be~t cxanmlcs 
is the umnittcn mlc nnfler "·hich WO accord 
to any new member the right to mnke his 
maiclen speech without being subject to inter­
ruption. That is a sound ethical rule that is 
honomed in this House and I suggest thnt 
we might take that as an example of the 
things \Ye might do during the years. We 
may perhaps visualise some of the fine pre­
ccC!enb established bv the House of Commons 
and build up a tradition that will help m in 
c:urying out our deliberations and making 
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our decisions in such a way that we shall 
gain more of the respect in ,;hich this parlia­
mentary institution should be helc1. 

In referring to that little ethical rule, may I 
say also that I l1ave been w.ry much impressed 
ou this oecasion by the speeches of some of 
our newer members! I think on many occa­
sions the speeches of new members are like 
a breath of fresh air, becnuse such men come 
in v;ith new views and icll :1s. l particularly 
mention the speeches of the mo1·er of this 
motiou, the hon. member for Condamine, and 
on this side the speech of the hon. member 
for Cunniutduuu. I think in both those 
speeches \\'C 'i1ad vel')- goo,] and very practical 
<·ontrilmtions to our <kliberations, and no 
<ioubt we slmll have further excellent con­
trilmtions from them iu the future. 

Pr·occediug now to the Commonwealth Cou­
stitucion, 1 think it is c_;onvenient to consider 
it for tiYO reasons. The iirst is that altl!ongll 
we refer to this Constitution as being the 
Co1uuwnwealth Coustitutiou, it has in Ycry 
material respects linuted t11e lJOIYCl's of the 
l'arliamout of e\'ct-y 8tate. Although lcgnlly 
descriued as the Commomvealth Constitution, 
it is the most important part of the Constitu­
tion of this State. Connecting this \\·ith my 
previous remarks, I think it mn;~· be said that 
the Constitution is to the people of .Australia 
and Queensland substantially what our 8taml­
ing Orders are to the members of this l'm·lia­
ment. Following that line of thought 
perhaps it may be helpful if I give shortly 
what I think arc the primary purposes of 
that Constitution. If I could group those 
purposes in the same \\' av as I clicl the pur­
poses of our Standing Orders I would say 
the first of those purposrs is-

To preserve to ever.'' indivi<lual in the 
romnnmity the capacity an<l the right to 
li>-e a full and free life. 

The second is-
To provide for the effective functioning 

of parliaments and governments within the 
framework of democracy. 

And the third is-
To protect the rights and interests of 

minorities. 
Mr. Speaker, as hon. members know, our 
Commonwealth Constitution has sen-e 1 us 
for a little more than half a centurv. In 
suggesting now that the time has con1~ \rhen 
it needs some re\'imY, I am not going to be 
in any way critical of the framers of that 
Constitution. If we attempt to Yisualisc the 
conditions of half a eentury ago, which \Yore 
in many respects entirely different from the 
conditious of today, I think \YC shall all 
eoneede that those original founders of the 
Australian Constitution did a very \ronderful 
.ioh. But political an<l economic affairs do 
not stand still, and the Constitution that 
was an excellent document 50 years ago is 
now beginning to show certain creaks and 
;o;trains as the result of the passage of time 
:\11(] the development of new conditions. 

Without attempting to go into too much 
detail I will mention four aspects in which 
there are evidences that this Constitution 
does not quite meet the needs of the times. 
These aspects to some extent refer to certain 

rclatiouships between different bodies because 
our Conmwm\-ealtll Constitution, under a 
l<'ednal syotem, to a yery considerable ex\ent 
creates a series of partnerships. The first 
problem I mention is tnat generally referred 
to as the problem of the Senate, \\·hi eh on 
aual:·sis is found to be merely the problem 
of t!Je partnership relationship that exists 
lwt1n•en the House of HcpresentatiYcc< and the 
Senate in our Conmwnwcalth parliamentary 
,;ysL m. [ am sure it is not necessary for me 
to go in an.'' detail inio a description of the 
present c;tate of n ;Yairs to establish a case 
that we need some reform of the Constitution 
in relation to the Senate. Heccnt history in 
connedion with frustration ancl threats of a 
<iouble dissolution, and so on, are sufficient 
to inclieate that our Senate does not com­
pletelv meet the requirements that the framers 
of our Con,titution hnd in mind. Very 
shortl.v, the ne\\· factor there is the growth 
of extreme partyism in politic:', and with 
tlwt grmYth, which did not exist in lfJOO and 
-,<-hich I think >Yas not vi<naliscd hv the 
framers of the Constitution, the position has 
been reached where a Senate, compose([ of 
members of tlw s~•mc political colour as the 
nwm hrrs of thP House of Heprcscntatiye;o;, 
does not completely fulfil its proper funetion. 
On the other hancl, if the other state of 
affairs exists-a Senate composed of n 
mn.io'·ity of memhns of a po~itiral colour 
opposite to tl1at of t!l(~ members of the House 
of Heprescntatiws-the Senate is an obstruc­
tion and frustration. 

The second problem is the fiunnrial rela­
tionship bet\Yecn the Commonw0alth and the 
States. Some yens ag-o, with the making of 
the Financial Agreement bct\';-cen the Com­
monwealth and the States, there was the set­
ting up of the Loan Council, am1 the Premiers' 
Conferences, and later in 1D42 the establish­
ment of uniform taxation, and we now have 
the new prohlPm of the financial relationship 
hetween the Oommomwalth and the States. 

That problem has tl1e very unsatisfactory 
feature that one Parliament is responsible for 
providing the revenue to lJG spent hy ~mother 
Parliament. That does require examination. 
I think almost every hon. member will agree 
that the present position is not satisfactory, 
although there might be considerable disagree­
ment as to what exactlv the remedies are to 
be. I shall deal with re;ncdies later. 

The third prohlcm is the maintenance of 
a proper l1ahincc of power between Parlia­
ments and executive Governments. Again, 
one of tllc modern tre11<ls, which could not 
poo,;;ihly have lYPn visualised at the time our 
Commomwalth Constitution was drafted, is 
that nmY-a-da:vs Governments, as such, as 
distinct from Parliaments, are tending to have 
more and more 11ower wherens Parliaments, as 
such, ns flistinct from Governments, are 
tending to luwe less nnd less power. That is 
a wry serious (lewloprnent when we look back 
owr the centuries and realise how it was 
necessary for the people of those times to 
fight in·· order to set up their parliamentary 
institutions. 

lUr. Rasey: Are you trying to show that 
there were no influences or powers behind 
parties and Government in the old days~ 
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Mr. MUNRO: My point is that partyism 
in politics has become very much more intense 
than i~ was in the early days and, secondly, 
executive Governments, as such, arc tending to 
~ave very much greater pmYer. The danger 
Is that we nn reach the state of affairs IYherc 
we can hm·e an cxccutiye Government that 
might be compar.J hie with the despotism we 
had in the early dn:n 1du:m it IYas necessary 
to set up our parliamentary institution to 
protect the rights of the people. 

The fourth point-I am using these four 
points to build up a case for something I 
am going to submit a little later-is the 
movement for new States. 

There are two points that I haye in minrl. 
The first is that we have a Federal system of 
government and I should like to state 
emphatically here that I believe in the Federal 
system of government, that I bo!ieye thnt in 
a country with such [L great t1iversity of 
climate and conditions as we have in Aus­
tralia, the Federal system of government is 
the one best suited to our requirements. It 
is best suited to our requirements becnuse, by 
a division of the powers and functions of 
Governments as between the Commonwealth 
and the States, we arc able to get some of 
those functions of goyernment much nearer 
to the people than we could if ·we had only 
the one unitary system of gm·ernment at 
Canberra. 

My second point is that while I am 
interested in the case for a new State in 
North Queensland it is necessary for us to be 
very clear in our minds that the case for new 
States is not in any way adequately met by 
referring to the case for a new State in any 
pluticular area. I look upon that as being 
quite secondary. It may be that there is in 
fact a strong case for a new State in tho 
New England dish·ict of New South Wales, 
the north-eastern division of that State. There 
is also a strong case for a n8\_V State in the 
Riverina district of N cw South Wales, which 
covers, broadly, the southern part of that 
State. There is also, in my opinion, a strong 
case for a new State in North Queensland. 

I mention those as examples of cases to be 
considered, but not at this stage to weigh 
their merits. There ha1·e been one or two 
interjections with reference to thic; question 
of new States, particularly \Yhen reference 
is macle to North Quecusland, because it is a 
matter of particular interest to members of 
this HonHe, but let me say tbnt so far as 
North Queensland is concerned I inclurle that 
area paTticularlv because of its relation to the 
question of defence. 

Mr. BmTOWS: Can you not convince Sir 
Arthur Fadclen to that effecH 

~Ir. IiiUNRO: I do not think it is 
altogether a matter for the Cammonwealth 
Treasurer. 

The case for new States generally rests on 
three gTounds. The present States of Aus­
tralia are out of propOTtion financially and 
politically. One has only to consider New 
South Wales in relation to the other five 
States of the Commonwealth. If one cloes 
this one realises at once that the States are 

out of proportion. The development of the 
Stntcs within themselves is out of balance, 
for particular reasons, but partly because of 
matters that are now history and of rail 
development. The development of the States 
within themselves is out of balance· because 
we have got altogether too great n concen­
tration of population in a few capital cities, 
and I mention particularly Sydney and Mel­
bounl8, where the conc0ntration of population 
is altogether too great in relation to the 
relativelY umlevclope<l areas elsc;,vllere. The 
thircl point is that there is a defence weak­
ness in the lack of complete development 
of northern Australia. 

~Ir. Jesson interjected. 

3Lr. The United States of 
America us a vmy good comparison 
and perhaps can claim some support for the 
view I put forward if ~~-c look at other parts 
of the 1vorld. In Australia we have an 
area of approximately 3,000,000 square miles 
divided into six States, the States them­
selws being disproportionate iu size and 
population. In the United States of 
America there is a similar area of country, 
although aclmittetlly a very mnch greater 
populabm, and that country is divicled into 
48 States. Switzerland, a very small country, 
with some 16,000 square miles, has 22 
States or cantons as they arc called. 

j)fr. Jesson: Equivalent to our 
municipalities. 

}Ir. J'\IUNRO: No. The cantons are self­
goyerning States and in the extent of their 
powers much more comparable to Australian 
States than to municipalities. In Switzerland 
there is a }"edcral system of government and 
the country is divided into this relatively 
large number of small States. That par­
ticular kind of constitution and government 
has been carried on successfully for some­
thing like 150 years. 

JUr. ,Jesson: Do you think that 
representation should he on a population or 
area basis? 

:'i'Ir, : I should not like to deter-
mine question today. I shall come back 
to it a little late.r on when I shall he referr­
ing to boundaries, but might I say that 
with respeet to the consideration of the 
moycmeut for new States, there are provisions 
in the Commomyealth Constitution by which 
ne\\. ~tates ean be funnccl! Th~~y arc con~ 
tainecl mainly in sections 121 to 124. The 
main one is section J 24, which says-

'' A new State ma:· be formed by separa­
tion of territory from n State, but oul:y witlt 
the consent of the I'<Jrli::uncnt thereoi, ancl 
:1 new State may lJG fonnetl by the union 
of t11·o or mm·e States or parts of States, 
lmt oul.- 1\"ith the consent of the Parlia­
ments ~f the Stntos affected.'' 

I do not propose to endeavour to examine 
those constitutional problems because while 
I am satisfied that tbcrc are provisions in the 
Constitution under which new States ca11 be 
formed, I nm equally satisfied that those pro­
Yisions are not in an:y way ideally suited to 



Address in Reply. [25 AuGUST.] Address in Reply. 123 

the practical requirements of fonning new 
States. 'rhe reason for that is these moilern 
developments. If \\"C attempted to form any 
new States at the present time, >ve should 
lwve a crop of prolJlcms, problems of balance 
in relation to finance nll(l in relation to the 
,constitution of the Senate. 

l'iir. Aikens: There is a provision in the 
Constitution to the effect that m·erv State 
sltall have eqnal representation in the--Senate. 
Is that not so~ 

JUr. J:I:UNRO: Yes. 

Mr. Aikens: That is our biggest hurdle. 

lilr, MUNIW: I am glad the hon. member 
for l\Iundingbuna mentioned tlwt point. It 
j, the very diflicnltics in tlto >vny ot' creating 
new States-eonstitutiunal clilliculties, and 
the very great iinaneial llifficulties that I 
realisp 11·ill arise-that luwe led me mcrelv to 
mention this matter as one of the grou1; of 
matters tlwt 8hould be eonsiclcred ia relation 
to the Commonwealth Constitution. I have 
n1cutioned those Jucn:ly as instanecH, l1ecanse 
[ think there is a Rtrong case for the con­
,-cning of a National Constitution Com·cutiou! 
which must be ven· reprcscntati.-e and com­
posed of the most' c~qiablc ~1u,1 experienced 
people. 

]}Ir" Aikens: What you want to say is 
that under tile pn"ent Constitution, the 
formation of a new State is virtually impos:,;­
ibleW 

lUr. I\IUNRO: What I want to say, if I 
am permitted to say it, is that there is a 
case for the establishment of a national con­
l·ention, which should approach these matters 
in a 110n-party attitude in an endea.-om· to 
find a sohttion of the .-arious problems that 
T have mentioned. I belic.-e that eouhl he l~one. 
Tile procedure gem'rali,- won],] 11,~ ,imil;u to 
the procedure taken prior i-() tl1c 1~\:Hl~~·n.r<~hfl:n 
of the Conl~llOll\\·ea}EL 1£ d1:1t i;:; uvl~ , -,,·111-.. 
it will not provirle n panacea for all our 
problems, I think it >~ill certainly help a 
great deal. 

Ti1ue is gettjng uni :1uJ I 'X:-l1Lt 

to n1~~ke ~:un1e reference to 111<.1tter;-; are 
(tisturbing me Ycr:v greatly at the present 
time, that is, de\·e!opments that have taken 
place in relation to this Parliament but that 
have taken place not in this Chmu ber, but dur­
ing tl1e unduly long periorl while Parliament 
>ras in reeePs. after the ,]issolution of the 
thirty-seeoncl P~1rliawcnt anfl cl-en lwforc this 
thirty-thiril Parliament' as called together. If 
L speak on these snh,iccts, it is not beea11sP of 
the merits of those pnrtieular snl1,iccts hut 
J;e, :lmJc I see in ea eh of them a threat to the 

>Yorking of this P~trlimnenbi·_,, insti-

Th': two subjects to "·hir-!1 T shall refer 
:He the matters of ParlimnentarY salaries and 
c;tarting-price betting. Taking· snlaries first, 
I 1lo Hot wish to express any opinion at nll 
on the merits of the ~ase for an increase in 
Parliamentary snlaries. The hem. member for 
North 'l'oowoomha, in stnting the case for an 
increase in parliamentary salaries in this 
·House a few days ago. is in some respects to 
be congratulated on his speech, which was 

courageous and honest. Nevertheless. I wonlil 
say that it >vas misguided. I say that 
because the ver:v excellence of his presenta­
tion of the ease an cl the fact that he was a 
good advocate in the ease-makes him unfitted 
to l1e the jLHlge also in the case. 'l'hat is the 
!Uf'ficulty that faces every other hon. member 
in tlw Clwmlwr. It is contrary to natural 
law for one to l1e both adYocatc and judge. 

Jir. Aiken~: Can you create a tribunal 
Rnperior to Parliament itself? 

Jir. :JIUNRO: I have only a little time 
left; allow me to continue. A principle of 
l~:nv is tlwt a judge does not act in a judicial 
capac-ity in l1ll.'' mat.er in which he has some 
interPst himself. Therefore, the· answer is 
Ycry ob.-ious. At the present time the repu­
tatioll of this ParLament is being trampled 
in the rlnst a]](} >~·e shon!,[ do somethillg about 
the matter. Tl:e position can be retrieved 
only by the appointment of an impartial and 
i]](1epcm1ent tribunal, one that will consider 
thcsc~ matters and make a rec0mmendntion. 
Hon. members on this side of the House 
have mnilc our position clear but I am afraid 
that en:n now that has not been completely 
appreciated by the public. So far as I 
mn coneerncil l put forwaril this Yiew 
mvself ''hen I >Yns a .-en- new member in 
th'is H on se mn1 I have aclherecl strongly to 
that Yicw eye;· sinee. This matter was con­
sidered at the Libernl Partv convention in 
1951, brgely l:ecausc pal'!ian1entary members 
>Yishecl it to be considered. We supported the 
proposal that the determination of parlia­
mentary members' salaries, both State and 
}'edera I, shoulcl be by or on the recommenda­
tion of an indepenc1ellt tribunal. 

)Ir. Aikens: Who would appoint the 
tribunal? 

:Jfr. JIUNlW: I will deal with that; give 
llH' a elwnce. Tlwt >ns followed by the 
Country Party ~mcl reaffirmed by our 
leDt1cr in a joint speech, which said 
tlJnt '' >1 hilst v.e are Government there 
>~·ill be no increa~e in the salaries of members 
uf Prtrliament except following the reeom­
Jncmhttion of :1n in!lcpcmlent tribunal.'' In 
nn~H·er to the cp:cstion, '' Vvho will appoint 
tl"• trihunal:' ', this P:n·liament will appoint 
the trilmnnl bee ill!se it is the only boily that 
ean npj>oint it. That. tribunal mnst be of 
sueh il kind that it will not on the one hand 
be su hs!'n-ient to this P:uliament nor will it 
on the other be so incsponsihle t.liat there 
>Yill Jw nny clangn of that tribunal's ha ring 
some iwlirec-t pmYCL My suggestion is that 
sueh a trilmnnL in relation to Queensland 
p;u·liamentm-y- salaries, shoulil consist of a 
justice of the High Court of Australia (as 
eh airman), the President of the Industrial 
Court of Queensland, and a conm1issioner 
member of the Commonwealth Puhlio Senice 
Board. 'fhat is not a new suggestion; I put 
it forward some time ngo in an address to 
tl•e llrishane Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
'rllrn• tun,- he cli l,'rre;~ces of opinion as to 
the personnel of the tribunal, bnt the solution 
to the problem is this-that· not only should 
we appoint an indepcnrlent tribunal but that 
it should he an independent tribunal of such 
staniling that nobody either insiile or outside 
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this Chamber will criticise its fin(\ings. It 
should also be a tribunal of such capacity 
and responsibility that nobody will reganl it 
as having any serious disability because it 
may happen in an indirect way to be exer­
cising some power that some members might 
regard as the special prerogative of this 
Parliament. 

l'IIr. Aikens: You believe in Parliament's 
passing the buck. 

1Ir. lliUNUO: Not at all. In a particular 
ease in which Government meml•ers could 
have stood up for the prestige of Parliament 
and a high moral principle was im-olved­
S.P. bettin.g-they did ·not do so. They should 
then have made the issue one of not aecept­
ing outside dictation. What did memlwrs of 
thif< Government do in relation to starting­
price betting? They evaded the issue in the 
1953 State election and said, ''In this matter 
we will, as a Cabinet, make a recommendation 
to the Labour in Politics Convention.'' There 
was a case where they should have stood 
up for the rights of Parliament. In the 
ease of. parliamentary salaries, where members 
have a personal interest, it is important that 
we should nppoint a competent and 
independent authority. 

(Time expired.) 

Mr. COOPER (Keppel) (12.27 p.m.) : I 
wish to support the motion so capably moved 
by the hon. member for Condamine and so 
ably secom1ed by the hon. member for Nash. 
In doing so, I should like to endm-se the 
sentiments that have been expressed 
as to the consecration and dedication of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth li at 
Westminster Ahhey. The Coronation was 
symbolic of the unity, friendship and 
co-opcmtion that has made the great 
Commonwealth of Nations what it is, am1 
stands for all that is best in British 
citizenship in world affairs. 

I should like, too, to join with hon. mem­
bers who ha,-e spoken during this debate 
m expt•essing appreciation of the Speech 
dl'livered by His Excellency, anci par­
!icul:Jrly for the very comprchensh-e coverage 
1t gave to matters affecting this State. 1 
am plcr:sccl Uwt His ExcellencY recentlY 
undertook nn e':tensi,·e tour of the Ccntr~l 
Coast and the centTal-western pnrt _, of this 
State, d~1ring which he lwd i he opportunity 
of meetmg many people, ascertaining· their 
many prolJlems, and in addition cementin.o· 
anew the bonds of friendship Dn(t loyalty 
1etwecn the people and the Crown. 

I should like to make a fe"' comments eon­
remi~tg the late hon. member for Keppcl. 
Prenously, I hm·c praised the \York of the 
late hon. member, :~nil since I have been 
ihe member for Kcppcl I hayo travelled 
throughout the electorate am1 one thing in 
particular tllat impressed me was the high 
esteem in \Yhich the late hon. member was 
held, and the keen appreciation that is 
expressed of his work for Keppel. 

I am fully conscious of the confidence 
placed in me by the electors of Keppel at 
the recent by-election, and subsequently 

repeated and emphasised at the general elec· 
tion. Having been re-elected as their repre­
sentatiYe in this Parliament, I assure them 
that I will give of my best to further their 
interests, and the interests of Central Queens­
lnnd and of the State as a whole. 

In his Speech His Excellency directly 
referred to the setting up of a committee to 
report on the possibility of the establish­
ment of a nitrogenous feTtiliseT works in the 
Hockhampton district. It is pleasing to note 
that the committee referred to came to the 
conclusion that all the raw materials are 
available in Central Queensland, ancl having 
regard to the market potentialities of the 
central and northern parts of this State it 
is highly desirable that the commercial com­
nmnih' should m·ail themseh-es of the oppor­
tunity to help in the deYelopment of this 
State ],~- establishing this important industry 
in the Kcppel electorate. 

The 1visdom of the Government's policy 
of the regional development of electricity 
is becoming obvious. The various regional 
boards will link up large areas and eventually 
the total of £25,000,000 expended on elec­
trical development in the past five years will 
seem to be a small amount compared with 
the value of the great development 
tlwt \Yill result from this expansion. As a 
result of this policy, electricity systems 
constructed or in the course of' construction 
will serve three regions, concentrated on 
Rockhampton, Tmn1sville and Cairns, a 
territory approximntely equal in area to the 
whole of the State of Victoria. The Cairns 
region alone will comprise an area half that of 
Yietoria and nearly double the area of 
'Easmania. It is eas.v to appreciate, there­
fore, that schemes responsible for the 
rlm'elopment of such areas as these arc now 
-working on a large scale, demanding a. high 
degree of f'oresight and imagination, and 
plmming on a large scale. In the central 
region \Vith 1vhich I am more closely 
associated, work of a major. nature has been 
undertal;en. In September, 1952 a new 
po1ver-house was openecl at Rockhampton, 
capal•le of supplying the whole of the 
Capricornia region, whieh inc1m1cs Glad­
stone. 1\l onto an cl Biloela. It \Yill make 
clectricitv available for such established 
imlustrie.s as Mt. 1\.lor~:,.an Mines Ltd. 
nnr1 the meatworks at both Rock­
lwmpton and Gladstnne. Electricit:v is 
~tlso available for the new cannery at Koon­
gal and the new coal-handling facilities 
at Gladstone and other projected industries 
in the nrea, such as the manufacture of car­
hide ~.m1 fertiliser. Electricity will now be 
ovaila ble to farms in the Callide and Dawson 
Vnlley.s ancl other places. Many of these 
places, such as Biloeln, Baralaba and Than­
goal, \Vo,.van, Gladstone and Monto, ancl 
Yeppoon have alrenc1y been linked to 
the electricity supply. It is expected that 
the regional bom-d will officially switch on 
the supply of electricity to the seaside 
resort of Emu Park in October next. 

This power will have the effect of enabling 
the area to he extensively developed 
economically. It will also bring amenities 
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and home comforts to country dwellers 
am?nities that they so richly deserve, anrl 
winch were not possible previously. It 
has been found too, Mr. Speaker, that 
despite the high cost of the materials 
generally, a section of consumers in this 
region have already enjoyed something that 
is unique in these days, a reduction 
in electricity tariffs. That was made pos· 
sible by lower generation costs at the new 
power-house and the general efficiency of 
the undertaking, and with the aid of Govern· 
ment subsidies. This is the kind of pro­
gress that counts with the people and this 
is an achievement of which this Govern­
ment can feel justifiably proud. 

The Government of Queensland are to be 
complimented also on their water-conservation 
policy. I believe it is sound to develop 
a great number of the smaller ~chemes from 
which the maximum number of farmers will 
benefit in a wide range of areas, while at the 
same time proceeding with the major Burc1e· 
kin scheme, which in addition to generating 
electricity and mitigating flood risk in the 
area will eventually impound more water than 
will be held by the Snowy River Dams. The 
work already done at the experimental station, 
together with surveys made by the C.S.I.R.O., 
the Department of Agriculture and Stock, and 
the Bureau of Investigation of I~ancl and 
\Vater Resources, has shown that such crops 
as tobacco, pineapples, sugar-cane, potatoes, 
peanuts, cotton, linseed and various grains 
can be gTown successfully in this area. I do 
not propose to deal with this scheme in any 
detail but I wish to point out that on present 
values it is estimated to cost £70,000,000 and 
to emphasise that I agree that the project is 
a YOTY important one that required urgent 
attention. But when regard is had to the 
estimated cost of the project and to that is 
added the estimated cost of between 
£15,000,000 and £16,000,000 needed to con· 
strnct the Dajana·Camooweal rail-link, 
togethoT with other major works that urgently 
need to be developed in this State, we can 
readily understand that the financing of these 
undertakings is far beyond the capacity of 
the Queensland people. In view of this, I 
emphasise that Queensland has a case for 
special consideration by the Commonwealth, a 
case that, viewed from the point of view of 
national defence, must have the full support 
of the A ustralirrn people. 

I believe that the adequate (1efeMe of this 
country is bound up with the vital question of 
national (1evelopment. The seething umTct 
among 1,:200,000,000 people adj~cent to the 
north of Australia is a challenge to us to 
proceed with this work with the utmost expedi­
tion- It is also a. waTning thnt we shall not 
be permitted to hold this continent indefinitely 
unless we are pTcpared to develop an~l 
populate it. The rapid development of 
Queensland is of vital importance to the whole 
of the people of Austmlia and it is the respon­
sibility of the Federal Government to lead 
public opinion in this direction and to point 
out our danger and the very grave risk to 
Australian security that exists while we have 
a sparsely populated and undeveloped 
Queensland. 

Of its total expenc1itme of £106,000,000 on 
capital works and services throughout Aus­
tralia for the financial year just ended, the 
Commonwealth Government spent £20,000,000 
on four projects, the Snowy· River scheme, 
New South Wales coal, the Leigh Creek rail· 
way, and the Tasmanian aluminium industry. 
These are all important projects, but Queens· 
land has an equal if not more important claim 
i~ connection with the Burdeki'1 hydro-irriga· 
twn scheme, the development of Blair Athol 
coalfields, the Mareeba·Dimbulah tobacco 
lands inigation, the Tully Falls hydro-elec­
tricity scheme, and many other works for 
which financial assistance has been sought 
from the Commonwealth Government in vain. 

It has been said that it is not the concern. 
of th~ Federal Govemment to direct develop· 
ment m Queensland, but unless major projects 
are undertaken in Queensland on the same 
basis as the SRowy River scheme in New South 
Wales, it might well be too late for Australia 
as a whole to concern itself with any projects, 
because we shonlcl be unable to support the 
population that is necessary to adequately 
defend this country. 

Finally I should like to refer to another 
:natter mentioned in His Excellency's Speech, 
m respect of which the district I represent 
has som~ potentialities. I refer, Mr. Speaker, 
to the mcrease in tourist traffic in recent 
times. The receipts of the Tomist Bmeau 
for the year ended 30 June, 1953, increased 
by £53,775 over the pTevious year's figures 
and we should be safe in assuming that the 
business of tourist companies has increased in 
a like degree. 

The Rockhampton branch of the Queensland 
Government TouTist Bureau increased its 
busine.ss by 22 per cent. in the vear referred 
to and there is evidence that th~ demand for 
the Rockhmnptoi1 trip undeTtaken by Pioneer 
:r'ours is also incTeasing. As an additional 
mducement I should like to suggest that 
money be set aside as soon as possible to 
extend the scenic road from its existing 
terminal at Emu Park along the coast 
through Zilzie to Cooraman Creek as a 
step towards its extension to Kep pel' Sands, 
and ultimately to complete the ronm1 trip 
fTom Roekhampton vin Yeppoon, Emu Park 
I~eppel Sands; Teturning to Rockhamptm{ 
'ra Tungamul. 'J'he extension of this link 
to Cooraman Creek >Yould complete one of 
the finest marine drives in Australia, and 
>~onld not only provide a great holiday resort 
for tonnds, but be a great sporting and 
fishing grouncl for resi(1ents of Rockhampton 
;wd Ccntral·\Yestmn tmYns. It would also 
lJrovide access to what is naturally a safe 
anchorage for fishing boats and g:t-rati" help 
the fast deve.loping industry of hiring boats 
to clay parties. 

Whilst I appreeiate the shortage of loan 
funds, I should like to stTess the desira.· 
l.Jility of constructing as soon as practicable 
a tourist road along the BeTserker Range 
to Mt. Archer. This, I believe, would pro· 
vide a very picturesque drive and should be 
a great tourist attraction and help to develop 
this area as a health resort. 

Again I should like to emphasise that in 
Central Queensland-and I believe for that 
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matter throughout Queensland-there is a 
very real need for great improvement in the 
standard of accommodation available for 
tourists. I kno"· of hotels where there is 
only one ·wash-basin on each floor for ladies 
and a similar position outains for gentle­
men. lle,cause of increasing demands for 

. accommodation, it has ueen necessary to 
accommodate some Pioneer tourists at Yeppoon 
antl Emu Park, because the standanls offer· 
ing in many buildings in Hockhampton are 
COllSitlera!Jly lJelow what might be rrgartled 
as reasonable. 1 suggest that the Licensing 
Conn11ission exa1ninc this posibon witl1 a 
view to effecting the desired improvement. 

''Over the counter'' receipts from the 
branches of the Tourist Lureau in t:lyclney, 
Melbourne and Adelaide arc the highest iu 
tltc history of those offices ancl it is pleasing 
to note that the figures for Oueenslanll 
generally show a corresponding" increase. 
The tourist trade is of great economic value 
to Queensland, as an analysis of the general 
avec·age of money spent JJ, tourists Jws 
shown. It shows, for exam]lle that 2G per 
cent. of eYery tourist's pound is srent on 
merch:.mdisc, and 18 per cellt. on transport, 
petrol all(l so on. ln the aggregate, the 
value of the tourist trade to (~ueonslaml 
exceeds £3,000,000 a year, whielt is new money 
for this State. 

I should like to submit that the Goyern­
ment of Queensland is to lJe complimc!ltC'cl 
on its decision to provide modern air-conch· 
tion·.'U trains, which is kn·ing a tonic effect 
on r:.i' travel gL'Hcrally, resniting in pheno­
menal bookings. This position will be furtiter 
appreciate(l as the Go\.Cl'lUlleut 's plans emHe 
to fruitjon and the full effect of their policy 
is felt. vVe shall then find that the com 1'ort 
and the coHvenieuee of tourists "·ill be catcrctl 
for on every major line ill t~uccnsland. 

In conclusion, I should like ag:tin to express 
my appreciation of what 1nts contained in the 
Speech of His Excellenc;· the c:o.-omor. vVilen 
effect is given to the UoYCl'llll1CJll. 's rr\) 
gramme, I mu sure that it 1Yill 
advance the interests nut onl ). of 
(~uecnslan<l but of the Sta tc "~ a 1:ho!c. I 
reali ·.e that the G oYernment in 
are severely kutllicnppe(l 11~- 1 he 
ancl fooli8h poliey of the ConmtomYcaJtic 
Govcrmnent in withlwlc1ing h which 
this State i~ cutit1ef1, 1noneYs <lr!? ncces-

in onlor to help the m:m ,,n t!1~ l:mi~ 
the busitH':~~ t0lll1111tEih·c ;l" ,~,· 1~'11 u_.::; t!,--~ 

worken--: as a \d!Ole. TTO\Y('\:('1' r 1 eliv\·p tf!;·l 
the GoY('rlllllent of \d ll OYt>rt·(HHC' 

those; di~'fltnlties ani) to fnrt1H_'!' 
pror~ress and rn·osperit~TO 

Mr. EVANS (Mirani) (12.47 p.m.): In 
assueiatlng 1nyself \Yith tl!::' rnoiiou for the 

of the Adrlrc s in I do c,o 
very gro.1t s:ttisfaction at 

by the people of l\Iirani iu tlli'; 
;·ear. I 1vm; present w:th Jv:•nr 
f:leetorntp at cel0ln~ttions 
Majesty's Coron:cttion, and I was ver;­
delighted by the spontanL'OtLs entlmsi:~sm alll1 
loyu!ty sho11·n lJ.,. nll ~ dions o(" thl' rom­
munity, not on1~· in n:7 electorate hut 
throughout A ustrnlia and the Driti,·h Com­
monwealth of 1'\ations. I hope tltat the reig·n 

of Her Most Gracious 11ajesty, Queen 
Elizabeth II, will be long and peaceful, and 
that during it the British Commonwealth of 
1\ ations will continue to progress. 

I listened with great interest to the Speech 
of Ilis Excellency the Governor, but I was 
uisappointcd \\itl; it. I expected to hear in 
his Speech reference to many of the Bills 
th:tt the Goyernment promised they would 
bring do\nl tlm·ing this session. Some of those 
promises 1Yere made quite openly ancl some 
of them sccTetl~-, and I thought they would 
ontlino not on \v those that were promised 
O'wuh- but nlso those that weTe promised 
s~netly. I expect that some of those B_ills 
>dll be brought down as we proceed clurmg 
this scs,ion, and that some of them may not. 

~fr. Ail\ ens: You will read in "Truth" 
1r1len 1 ,e nrc going to get thcn1. 

l'IIr. EV ANS: Possibly we shall. 
I h:we met Sir ,Tolm L~n·arack on many 

occasions, anti I commend him for his energy 
nnfl for his endca1·onrs to learn the 
of the people of this great St:ltc. tra1·els 
from one l'!l(l of the State 'eo t>e other :md 
I slJOuld like to eommencl him m ore than any­
thin;.;· else for his eommon srnsr, his logic, 
nm1 the "·ny in which he approaches all our 
problems. I eompliment him on his forth­
rightness when he speaks to tlle peoplf! in 
public. He is n son of Queenslnnc1, a ,·ery 
d;stingnisl1ecl son indeed. He seTYCd Queens· 
l:l!l(l ns a soldier and now he is serving Queens­
l:tnd in mwthcr capacity. As :1 meP1lwr of the 
Queensland commnnit~, I am vroud of a 
Gowrnor of the type of Sir John Lavarnck. 

Durino- the election campai2·n the Govern­
ment w~nt to the people without a policy. 
They stood on what thev had done in the 
past. They hafl no policy 1Yhatever, and the 
people ga.-e them an open cheque and told 
them to go ahcncl. I am not disputing that 
the Government got a majority of the Yotes 
of the people, nor am I disputing that they 
got a clear rledoTal .-ictoq. The people 
ga.-e it to tlH•m. The:· gaYe them a big 
majority, an(l the GoYernmcnt must feel very 
happ:· about that, lwcnusc for the first time 
in manv Ye:ns they nmY have a majority of 
the Yotes· of the jJeople. In the past "they 
were onlY a minority Goyernment, but on this 
occ~.sion 'the people "of Queensland presumably 
said, ''These ho~·s arc Yery clEver, the;' are 
yery eunning, the~· ha1·e ewrything sewn up 
;m cl it is just a: well to hnck the winuer. '' 
Now they. are getting it in the neck. 1'he 
people realise that those whom they elected, 
those whom they votef1 for are not running 
the State at an;· that they are simply r0bots, 
that they are here to do 1Yhat they are told. 
The GO\'ernment haYe not revealed all that 
eoulrl have been rcYealed to the people, mueh 
of 1Yhith I shall reyeal to them as I proceed. 

\Ve know that in the J"abour Party there is 
the left wing and there is the right wing. 

Jlir. Aili.ens: ·where is the left wing? 

Jir. KVA:SS: They call it t11e left wing, 
and there is the right 1Ying. Do not forget 
that there is a left 1Ying, and if the swing 
came they .,·ould be over tlle fence in hm hops. 
In between those hYo factions we have quite 
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a few legitimate, ''fair dinkum'' Labour 
men, but they are not allowed to put their 
beliefs into effect, they arc not allowed to 
have their s~ty. I sec that the hon. member 
for Com1amine is smiling, but he will be 
whipped into line quick :md lively. I thought 
he made quite a good speech. lnd2ed, had I 
been outside the Chamber and listened to 
the speech from there, I could easlly have 
mistaken it for a speech by Jack Pizzcy, the 
member for Isis. 

The hon. member for Condamine condemned 
the Government. I suppose he thought, ''I 
am a new member, and I had better not make 
a ha~f-hcartcd attempt in what I am snying. '' 
I tlnnk the hon. nwmbcr put his case very 
well. He condemned the Government. After 
he gets three or fom lashings he ~will obey, 
he will fall into line. I shall \Yatch develop­
ment~ as the days and the years go by. I had 
mentwned that there were the left wing, the 
right wing, and the gennine Labour man. 
The genuine IJabour man has to swing from 
one ft:ction to the other. I knew mnny of 
them m tins House and I knew that thev 
had certain followers, but where aTe they 
today~ They are there with their backs 
bared ready to be lashed by the very people 
whom they ~npported earlier when they first 
came into this Parliament. There is no doubt 
it Y.'as un instruction by the Q.C.E. fm the 
launching of State enterprises that cost 
the State £4,500,000. The Q.C.E. saicl, ''You 
must go on with yom· butcher shops, sawmills, 
State stations, etc.''; und the GoveTnment 
had to go on with them, and there was a loss 
of £4,500,000. ( Gover·nment interjections.) 
There was another occasion when the Govern­
ment brought the mining interests of hvo of 
the strongest and most prominent Cabinet 
Ministers, who \\ere nlso members of the 
Q.C.E. (Government interjections.) 

I was in North Qneensbnd 
was no kick from the Q.C.E. 
fellows physically, too. 

::lir. Burrows: You were 
strongest supporters. 

then and then' 
'l'hey \VCTC b :g 

one of their 

JUr. EVA::VS: I may have been. In reply 
to the hon. member, tk~re >Yore n nnmbcr of 
black fellows in North Quccnslam1 when I 
was there and I saw them li>·ilw on the creek 
bank, and >Yhcn the vermin got in e.-en the 
poor old hlackfellows got out. 

vVe can go furtl1eT and recnll the railway 
strike that -,vent on for six weeks. 

JUr. Aikens: Nine weeks. 

:;}J(r. ANS Nine weeks. The late 
Premier, Hon. E. l\I. Hanlon, one of the 
most astute Labour men the party ever hac!, 
fought pretty well up to ~L ecrt:Jin iimc, but 
the Q.C.E. came in awl mac1c him ropitulnte. 
He told the workers, ''\Ye arc not concerned 
about arbitration. The Q.C.E. told us what 
~we have to do. \Ve are going to give you 
all you ask for." (Government interjections.) 
Hon. members do not need me to prove that. 
It went before Mr. Riordan, of the Industrial 
Court, who started to hear the cnse. The 
union representative said, ''The Government 
have approved of this; they have agreed,'' and 

l\fr. Riorclan said, ''You had better go away 
and draw it up and come back with an agree­
ment.'' (Government interjections.) 'I'ake 
the cnse of Blair Athol. \Vhat \\'as the action 
of the Q.C.E. ~ Hirst came along and got 
the Q.C.E. They came into this House in an 
endeavour to sell out the grentest seam of 
blnck coal in the world. I personally told 
them in this House ,,-here they were going. 
It was not the British Electric Supply Cor­
poration; it m1s a snlJsicliary with virtually no 
capitnl, just a. bunch of go-getters. The 
Government reduced the royalty and they 
gave the company a franchise that excluded 
other people in the area. Its representatives 
,,-cut overseas; they went to Europe and 
Switzerlall(l to try to get finance for this sub­
sidinry company-a bunch of go-getters. 

3Ir. Aikens: You admit that the Liberal. 
ancl Country Party fell for it. 

]llr. EV ANS: I am talking for myself. 
It was in my electorate that part of the line 
was to be built. There is no doubt about my 
attitude. They hanrlcd it over to the Traction 
finance company. The same thing happened. 
The Labonr Government instructed again I 
assume by the Q.C.E. were prepared to give 
the greatest coalfield in the world away and 
the royalty would have been a pa~try £600,000. 
'rhat proposal was brought up m the Honsc 
and it had the approvnl of the House and 
the Q.C.E. raised no objection. 

l\Ir. Devries: It had nothing to do with 
it. 

:tUr. EVANS: It is the body that inter­
prets Labour's policy. 

I have told hon. members that the Q.C.E. 
v;ere prepnrecl to allow the Government to 
exploit the best possible coal deposits in the 
world under conditions that were absolutely 
against the interP~ts of the State of 
Queensland. I told them it was a racket 
and that these people were go-getters. 
Every statement ~was proved. The late 
J:~. M. Hanlon, who wns then Premier, went 
overseas. He went to Switzerland and other 
parts of Europe in an endeavour to get 
finance to carr:· on. Although we want Blair 
A thol developed we \V ant to have the railway 
direct from Blair Athol. It is a jolly good 
thing that this sch<'me fell through. Not only 
would the company lmve depleted the great 
coal resources of that area but we should 
have got virtually nothing out of them 
bcenusc in the franchise it had the right to 
export the coal without :my conditions at 
ull. This company would have formotl sub­
sidinry compnnies in other pnrts of the world, 
to which it \Youlc1 have solcl the Blnir Atlwl 
coal at a fictitious price. Thus it wonld 
ltave avoided the payment of income tax 
tlle profits from the Queensland coal 
have gone to its suilsidinries in other parts 
of the world. Three years ago the lnte 
E. 11. ITanlon, >Yho was then Premier, 
promised to have a. complete investigation 
made by the Co-onlinator-General of Public 
\Yorks into the building of a railway into 
i\cbo and the hinterland. The three years 
have passed and unfortunately E. M. Hanlon 
hns passed on also. The present Premier 
on three occasions, when questioned, has 
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promised me that he "·ould have an inYcsti­
gation made by the Bureau of Industry. It 
was only the othe1· day I asked a question 
of ihc Acting Premier, who told me the old 
story of the -~'etleral GoYcrnment. The 
Federal Government tlo not eome into it. 'l'hc 
potentialities of that district in pastoral, 
agricultural, mineral, all(] timber 1 ~source'l 
:ne groat from the economic aspect but 
the Go,·ernmeut will not carry out the 
promises made so as 1\'8 analYco the 
economic aspects and elecirlc whethei· a rail­
'','ay shoulll_ be built. Why was that 1 

J .et: a use aga1n the~~ \Ye re to1d by the Q.C.B. 
the'· must cOlH'eni :·ate on Brisbane anrl not 
spend an r morc money in the country. The 
ouly railin1y the Gon:rnmcnt arc buiicling is 
the line from Dilocla. But 1Yhat is going to 
happen there? That !inn >~·as built under 
in&ttuctions from the Q.C.I~. in onler to build 
up Rockhampton. A rail way ,. hould be huilt 
hut it should rnn dircet from Glndstone tf' 
the coal deposits. \Ve find now that t'1~ 
economic aspect eonws into it. A marlc:t 
cannot be found for the coal hewn in that 
field at the Diloela end nnd there is no chance 
of finding a market for it as the costs arc 
too high. Again I say that the (~.C.K was 
responsible for tl1at. 

J'!Ir. Burrows: You know why we cannot 
get a market for the coal. 

lUr. EV ANS: The hon. member should 
hide his head in shame. He' is coming in 
hero trying to defencl the actions of a 
Government 11"110 crucify his people. That 
is an actual fact. I now come to the 
Peak Downs socialistic scheme. Among hon. 
members on this side of the House are 
successful agriculturists and leaders in the 
various fields of industry. \Vhen that 
scheme was brought forwnrd we told the 
Government what would happen; in fact, 
we told the Government to ''forget abont 
it.'' We said, ''Give au economic price foT 
pig-meats and the people of Queensland will 
produce them.'' The Teproscntatives from 
overseas said they would pay Js. u lb. They 
were paying 2s. a lb. to Canadu and 2s. 2d. 
to their own pig-prmlucers plus a "·heat 
subsidy, and these overseas people and the 
Queensland Goycrument claimed that in t\YO 
years they woulcl lJe supplying 500,000 c:u­
eascs of pork to Britain from Peak Dm.-ns. 
We told them that 1vhat they 1vere claiming 
was all hooey, that they woultl break down 
despite the prefercn<'e they enjoyeel, rlespite 
the fact that the;· hml priority, that they had 
tractors, iTon, wire and all the essentials 
that we could not get. Despite all theBe 
advantages, they have not been able to ~<end 
200,000 carcases to Britain in m-er fonr years 
anll I say again that the members of the 
Government whom the people elected were not 
the ones who malle the clceision. TheY 
allowed the Q.C.E. again to say, "Jjet U:s 
have a go at this socialistic entcrprisP_'' 

i'l'fr. Burrows: There is an answer to 
that. 

i'llr. EVANS: We know the answer. I 
should like to see Queensland with the 
£850,000 this GoYernment lost over that ven· 
ture. It has to be remembered that all 

hon. members on the Government side, includ· 
ing Ministers, at that time are equally guilty 
of this mismanagement of public funds. 
\Vhen we opposed Peak Downs hon. members 
on the GoYenmH~nt side said that we weTe 
knockel's 1Yho did not want to help Britain, 
that 11·e were against Britain, that we were 
disloyal. 

JJir. A. Jonrs: Why do you say that? 

}fr. l~VA~S: I say it because you said it. 

;nr. A. Jonrs: I say yon are a liar. 

}fr. §PEAIH~U: Order! 

}fr. A. Jullt'S: The hon. member said we 
said it. I did not say it. I deny it 
emphaticnlly. 

}Jr. SPKHLEU: Order! I ask the hon. 
gentlen1nn to "·Lthdra\Y the word ''liar.'' 

Jlfr •. \.. ,Joms: I will withdraw the word 
'' liru,'' but I think he is a liar. 

JUr. SP.EAifEl!: Order! I ask the hon. 
gentleman to withdraw the word "liar." 

1Ur. A. J ones: I resent that sort of thing 
and I do not think a man should be allowed 
to get a\\·ay with it. I withdraw it in 
conformity with Parliamentary practice. 

:Ur. I~ VAXS: You cannot stop the 
::'vlinister from judging other people by his 
O\l·n standard. 

Jlir. A. Jones: I resent that also. 

Jir. SPEAKEU: Order! I ask the hon. 
memlier for Minmi to 1vithdraw that remark. 

:1\Ir. EVANS: I withdraw it. 

Then 11e had the writing-off of 
£1,800,000 in connection 1vith tlw Bris· 
bane se.,·erage. Have they written off any· 
thing for the people in the country'? Of 
course not' The people in the country have 
had to pay m-ery penny, but here again 
the (~.C.E. have told the Government and 
Lubom members that they must do this 
for the benefit of the people of Brisbane. 

'l'hen 1Ye haYe the £750,000 that was 
written off the Story Bridge. We all know 
that the then Premier, the Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, said, ''Any GoYernment who break 
this coyenant are not fit to be a Govern­
ment in this State,'' yet we know that 
immediatelv he was brushed aside the 
Government broke their covenant in connec­
tion with the building of the Story Bridge, 
because they were told to break it and by 
that time they had become accustomed to 
doing what they 1Yere told. 

Jllr. Foley: Did it break the people? 

lUr. EVANS: This kind of thing will 
break the people eventually. 
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Next comes the electrification of railways 
in Brisbane. The Government had no hesi­
tation about proceeding with the electrifica­
tion of Brisbane suburban railways because 
again they were instructed to do it and we 
can be certain that they will be going on 
with that work in six months' time. The 
only reason why the electrification of these 
railways in Brisbane was stopped was that 
it was a hot potato at election time. The 
present Government know they are a Bris­
bane Government and they knew that the 
people of Queensland would resent the spend­
ing of more money in Brisbane when they 
remembered all other concessions and sub­
sidies enjoyed by the Brisbane people and 
in view of these things, the Labour Party 
decided then to suspend this work temporarily 
with the full intention of proceeding with it 
again if they were elected. 

JUr. Folr·y: That work would have re­
sulted in a definite saving over a number of 
years. 

~fr. EV ANS: I have listened to many of 
the Minister's remarks. I have a high regard 
for his honesty of purpose but a very poor 
regard for his knowledge. 

Here we have a big State with undeveloped 
Tes~urces. Our resources in the country are 
crymg out for development, our .country 
areas want roads, transport facilities and 
electric power. In Brisbane you have the 
best tram system in Australia, you have good 
bus and railway systems, and it appears 
that the Government's policy is to concen­
trate its efforts 100 per cent. on improving 
tr~nsport for Brisbane while neglecting the 
pnmary producers, who contribute 80 per 
cent. of the \Yealth of the State. It was 
simply an inducement to bring more people 
to this great old city. Hon. members 
opposite tell me that it is going to be 
economically successful; it should be but I 
sa;y,. ''Do the most important things first.'' 
Mm1steTs on the Government benches will 
tell us that we need more food production 
but on the other hand they look after the 
city people first. 

Mr. Foley: We spend 50 per cent. of the 
money available in country areas and you 
kltOW that. • 

~fr. EV AN,S: Tt is all worked out by the 
Q.C.E. This was worked out by the Q.C.E. 
and brought here hcfore the House. When 
the commission inquired into the boundaries 
of electorates anc1 zoning became the law the 
commission hau no option on how to cut the 
electorates up. I do not say that the commis­
sion was dishonest. The zoning gave them 
no. alternative but to cut up electorates to 
smt the present Government. It is a shock­
ing shame to have members in this House 
representing electOTatcs in Queensland with 
only 4,000 people. 

~Jr. Burrows interjected. 

])Jr. EV ANS: I do not think the hon. 
memb:r is capable of representing anything. 
He w1ll soon find himself on the way out, 
because of the Cnllide coal business. ·· 

1953-F 

And then we come to the introduction of 
the 40-hour week. ·without entering into the 
merits or demerits of its introduction, we on 
this side of the House contended that the 
Government were usurping the functions of 
the Industrial Court, and so they were. It 
was the dutv of the court to deal with all 
questions relating to wages and conditions; 
it was the dutv of the court to deal with all 
matters apper"taining to industry but the 
Government, in order to curry favour, brought 
it about. Members of the Government now 
admit that its introduction was prematuTe 
anu that the measure was brought in before 
its bne. The Government put through that 
legislation because they were told to do it­
they were threatened. There were no plebis­
cites for that election and if Government 
members told the Q.C.E. that they were not 
going to do it they might have been put on 
the block ancl might not have been endorsed. 
The Governme11t were told what to do. 

And I wnnt to refer also to the Primary 
Producers ' Organisation and Marketing Act. 
\Yhen the Government put through that legis­
lation they forced the Queensland dairymen 
to scab on cbirymen in the other States. 
The dairymen ha·d to produce the bntter at 
a pTice of 2s. Sd. per lb.. but fortunately 
for us the Feueral Government made up the 
amount of money that this Govemment would 
not allow the dairymen to receive. 

}fr. Burrows: You are not talking about 
scal1bing, are you: 

}Jr. EVANS: I am. The hon. member 
\Yas particularly a party to it. 

~Ir. Burrows: Didn't you lead the scabs 
on the wharf in Mackay ~ 

~Ir. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber for :.Hirnni is not in order in making that 
reflection upon the hon. member for Port 
Curtis and I ask him to withdraw the remark. 

])Ir. EVA~S: I will, under the Standing 
Orders, although I do not know what the 
remark is. \Vhat I have said really happened 
under that amending Bill because the Govern­
ment were prepared to force the dairymen to 
produce butter at 2s. Sd. a pound when the 
costs tribunal that investigated costs through­
out Australia recommended 3s. l,}d. 

::IIr. Foley: What did Arthur do? 

~Ir. EV ANS: I don't care. His Govern­
ment made up the deficiency that the 
Minister's GoYernment were prepared to 
allow. 

llir. Burrows: What did Otto Madsen 
get threatened for? 

~Ir. EVAN,S: The hon. member for 
\1' arwick can look after himself. 

Then there is the endorsement of members 
for plebiscites. Members on the Govern­
ment side know that the Q.C.K <lid that. It 
was the Q.C.E. that selected the member. 

1Ur. Power: Where? 

~Ir. EV ANS: All over Queensland. 
Possiblv the AttorneY-General was sure of 
selectiO;l a lll1 he dic1 not bother about it but 
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if he had been ''in the gun'' with the 
Q.C.E. I could hear him making plenty of 
noise. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we find the Caucus 
rebelling. Why are they fighting back W 

Because it touches their pockets on hundreds 
of ~ccasions. They were told on the day 
prevwus to the Caucus meeting what they 
had to do, and they did it, and liked it. 
They were not concerned with the effect on 
the people of Queen~land. Now, when it 
affects themselves, then courage has grown; 
the~ are s.trong; they are fighting back 
agamst tlns body that has dictated to 
them, and has treated them as robots over the 
years. They say now that they are going to 
fight. The Q.C.E. has no authority over this 
Parl~an;ent or o':er the people of Queensland, 
:yet It Is govermng Queensland. Legislation 
IS put on the statute books at its dictation. 
Now we learn the whole story when hon. 
members opposite are affected. 

lUr, Foley: I heard that story years 
ago. 

lU~. EYANS: And the hon. gentleman is 
hearmg it now, and it is a pretty good one. 
The Q.C.E. has decidecl what hon. members 
opposite shall do. 

There is no doubt about where I stand on 
this matter. When it first arose the Press 
approached me, and this is what the news­
paper article savs-

" Mr. Eva~s said State Cabinet had 
~mmediately ceased the sham fight against 
mcreased payment to rank-and-file members 
:Yhen they were successful in having the 
mcrease apportioned with increased salaries 
and increased allowances.'' 

And so they did. The article continues-
' '.With the increased allowances only, 

Cabmet members would not benefit as their 
expenses are unlimited. But the n~w set-up 
would actually give Cabinet Ministers £200 
per . annum increase, and I say they are 
gettmg too much at the present time.'' 

And so they are. The large increase that 
they got on one occasion was too great, com­
pare.d with what the private member was 
gettmg. However, immediately the £200 was 
brought in, off went the gloves. They were 
prepared to agree to the increases of £200 
and £100. 

The article continues-
'' To help the economy of the State Par­

liamentary members should and could be 
reduced by 25 per cent. To have members, 
as now, represent electorates with only little 
over 4,000 people, is simply ridiculous. 

''Saying it was not the function of the 
Government to deal with their own salaries 
and allowances, Mr. Evans aclc~erl-

It is only a few weeks sinne the sugar 
industry influenced the A.E.U. and the 
boilermakers to go to court with the 
object of getting wage justice. We 
assisted them in that matter. 
. The whole basis of price in the sugar 
m~lustry also rested on independent 
tnbunals, likewise dairying and other 
agricultural industries. 

I believe rank-and-file country membei·s 
were entitled to some financial considera­
tion, particularly with their allowances, 
but I strongly stress that I oppose 
members of Parliament fixing their own 
salaries. ' ' 

That is what I said, and I stand by that 
statement. 

What has happened in this fight W Firstly, 
Cabinet opposed any increase, but when 
members of the Cabinet were included in the 
increase in salaries-they were not included 
in the increased allowances-they were satis­
fied. There was no principle at stake then. 
They were satisfied, and so was the Q.C.E., to 
go on with the £200 and the £100. The matter 
went to the Q.C.E. and it was referred back 
for review, with the suggestion that members 
should accept the £200 and the £100. Wl1ere 
is the principle today? Where is the nigger 
in the woodpile in the fight that is going on 
today~ Let us be sensible and factual and 
face up to what is causing the present turmoil. 
Is it a principle? I say it is not. The 
attitude of the Cabinet and of the Q.C.E. has 
proved that there is no principle at stake as 
far as they are concerned in members of 
Parliament fixing their own allowances. Yet 
they are going to call a convention. 

lUr. Power: How do you know? 

:i)Ir. EVANS: According to the press. 
The Q.C.E. put pressure on the Brisbane City 
Council and brought them in so as to give 
them a whip with which to belt tire Govern­
ment-their myn party. I will tell you what is 
behind it all-there are certain people who 
want to attack the Acting Premier. In 
''The Sunday Mail'' that was denied but 
there was this appeal, ''Dear Vince, Please 
come home.' ' It was inspired for the pur­
pose of bringing the present Acting Premier 
into disrepute. I have no brief for the 
Acting Premier and I shall be attacking him 
on many things this session but in all the 
dealings I haye had with him he has been 
honest, clean and decent. He says ''No'' 
too often to me but he fights the plain fight, 
the clean fight, and he fights to do what is 
in the interests of the people of Queensland. 
The party had power to put him off the 
Q.C.E. 

llir. Power: He was never on it. 

J[r. EVANS: He endeavours to do the 
best that he can for the State within the 
fr:::mcwork of the policy of his party. That 
is tlJC story nnd he is put in that position. 
The Premier has been sent for, I assume, 
and when he comes back the Q.C.E. will 
soften immeclia tely. The hon. member for 
Toowoomba would not do that. The Premier 
has to come back. The Q.C.E. will see to 
that. It is hard enough to be Acting 
Premier of Oueensland \Yit110ut having some 
of your m1·n crovvd stabbing at you from the 
front. the hack, and from the sides. That 
is the position with the Q.C.E. 

Me' time is running out and I still want 
to deal with another pretty important 
matter-war-service land settlement. Time 
does not permit me to deal with it fully and 
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someone else will deal with it in detail. 
First of all let me read this important 
telegram on the subject--

''Regards the halting of Digger land 
settlement as sell out desire you voice our 
emphatic protest and call for resump­
tion.'' 

Mr. Foley: I got a similar wire. 

])Ir. EV AN,S: Every man got one and I 
agree with it. Queensland has spent the 
least money of any State on war-service land 
settlement. VVe have a population of 
1,238,000 and we have spent £4,500,000 on 
war-service land settlement. Queensland is 
a principal State. In Western Australia, 
an agent State, with a population of 
601,00u, they spent £12,358,000 on war­
service land oettlement and in South 
Australia, ·with a population of 939,000, 
they spent £8,111,000. Here we have 
two Stntes, South Australia and \Vesten1 
Australia, with a population slightly in 
excess of the population of Queensland, 
spending £20,000,000 as against £4,500,000 
on war-service land settlement in Queensland. 
Victoria, another principal State, with a 
population of 2,335,000, spent £32,542,000 
anu tl•is State had never had a Labour 
Government until recently! 

Now hon. members opposite, in their 
defence come along with the same old story, 
attacking the Federal Government. The 
Queensland Government had the opportunity 
to make this State an agent State but the 
Government wanted to write their own con­
ditions, they wanted to involve the Federal 
Go.-ernment in the projects they had already 
started, for instance on leasehold land \Yithout 
an; security. They wanted it to go in. 

lUr. }'oley: You do not know your case. 

lUr, EYANS: I have the facts here but 
I have not time to deal with them. They 
are L-ying to clo what they did with hospital 
henefits. They opposed them; they had their 
puhlic:ity men r,etting articles out about what 
tiJey \Yere goinc; to do. They knew they were 
going to accept the hospital scheme, but even 
when the Budget came down they did not 
make provision for the £1,000,000 ·they were 
going to get. In the finish they joined up 
under the same conditions as the other States. 
(Government interjections). They went to 
the Loan Council rtncl they got their n llocatioJt 
as a. principal Stnte and immediately they 
got 1t they never mentioned that they would 
forego the terms nnd conditions tJ1at they 
wanted. Immoi!iatcly they got the nllocation 
thev came bnck. I suppose +he Q.C.E. s~id. 
'' H Ne is n good politic:tl ramn; here is a 
cLance to have a shot at the Federal Govern­
ment. Make a stntrment that \Ye will dis­
continue war-scn·ic2 land settlement.'' 

Hon. members opposite ought to be 
ashamed of. themselves. ThPy ought to lwng 
their heads in slwme when they see what the 
other States !J:we done, and whPn they know 
they have had tllr opportunitY-not when 
their own party was in power, but since the 
Menzies-Faddcn GoYernment hnve been in 
pr•wer-to come iH ns nn agent Siah' and 
the;~- hw:2 refused. If it is good enough for 

·western Australia, Tasmania and South 
Australia, and they can settle their 
ex-service men under it, is it not good 
enough for Queensland W 

])Ir. Hilton: How many? 

~Ir. EV ANS: All the figures are here; 
I have not time to quote them. 

(Time expired.) 

lUr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (2.42 
p.m.): }"rankly I am astonished at some of 
the intemperate statements made by the hon. 
member for Mirani. I really thought he 
]mew better; I am very disappointed in him. 

::IIy purpose today is to make a very tem­
perate and truthful speech in connection with 
the controversy that is going on in the corri­
r1ms of this House, at Dunstan House, and in 
the Press in connection \Yith the salaries issue. 
Let us go back to 1944, the year I first came 
into Parlianwnt. In that year the Labour 
PartY decided on an increase of £200 in par­
liamentarv salaries with the complete accord 
of the Liberal-Country Party. (Opposition 
dissent.) Thee was no suggestion then of 
an independent tribunal. There >vas no move 
then, except the eagerness of the Liberal­
Country Party to share that rise in salary 
determined by the parliamentary Labour 
}'arty. 

lir. ])I ORRIS: I rise to a point of order. 
The statement the hon. member has made is 
not true. 

Goven1ment M-f•mbers: It is true. 
TIIr. ])'!ORRIS: Tbe statement is com­

pletely untrue. The fact that it is untrue can 
l>c prove([ by records, which will show. that a 
considerable number of members on thiS side, 
m~·self included, refused to take the money 
brcause wages were pegged. 

lUr. SPEAKER: . Order! 
member for Mundingburra! 

The hon. 

;ur. AIKEN.S: Let me present the facts, 
as far as I am able, in chronological order. 

In 1948 there was another suggestion 
em~nating from the rank-and-file members on 
both sides that a further salary increase 
8hould be granted. I wonder whether the 
hon. member will attempt to stand up and 
deny this: the Leader of the Opposition, with 
the Leader of the Liberal Party, and leaders 
nf the Labour Party went into secret conclave 
to work out 'Yhat the rise would be. They 
'rorked ont the terms of the Parliamentary 
Supernnnuation Scheme and thev gave 
certain pledges to the leaders of the Labour 
Party -clwt they would 11ot broach it in open 
Par!inment later on. On that occasion it 
was agreed in secret conclave that private 
members \1-ere to get a rise of £200 a year. 
The inn·ease to the Leader of the Opposition 
and the Speaker was £300 and Ministers of 
the Crown ,,-ere to bP increased £7 50 a year. 
Ko suggestion emanated from the Opposition 
then that the matter ~hould be referred to an 
independent tribunal. They were just as 
eager as the rank-and-file members of the 
Labour Partr-and to be quite honest jnst as 
eager as I -to take the in er· a sed Parlia­
mentary salary. 
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In 1950 there was an agitation among 
members of the Labour Party for a further 
increase in Parliamentary salaries but by this 
time the Liberal-Country Party had decided 
to put on a new front. They produced a 
party policy on Parliamentary salaries and 
came forth and said, ''We will agree only to 
those increases in Parliamentary salaries that 
are recommended by an independent 
tribunal.'' That was the official attitude of 
the members of' that party. But unofficially 
they went round the corridors of this House 
buttonholing members of the Labour Party. 
If I remember, at that time there was a sug­
gestion that the rise should be £200 a year but 
the majority of the rank and file were 
determined to bring salaries of Queensland 
Parliamentarians up to the level of New 
South Wales Parliamentarians and this 
necessitated a rise of £325 a year. I 
very well remember seeing, from the tactical 
office that I used to occupy then in the corneT 
of the building, members of the Liberal and 
Country Parties buttonholing members of the 
Labour Party prior to a Caucus meeting and 
saying, ''Don't forget: go for the lot. Don't 
be satisfied with a smaller amount,'' and I, 
being very honest in the matter, also said, 
' 'Go for the lot.' ' When the Labour Party 
Caucus meeting was over and the information 
began to filter through the corridors of ne 
House that the Parliamentary Labour Party 
had decided to increase Parliamentary salaries 
to £1,375 a year, they were heroes in the eyes 
of many of the rank and, file of the Liberal­
Country Party members. Let us be honest 
about it, and if we possibly can let us put 
a stop to this slobbering hypocrisy on the 
salaries question that is being vomited forth 
by the Liberal-Country Party. 

Now I come to the present situation or, if 
I might term it so, the present impasse. It 
was not unexpected. All this talk of the 
Liberal-Country Party and all this blathering 
of the Tory Press that members of the 
Labour Party should have known their inten­
tions and made their intentions known to the 
people prior to the elections is pure and simple 
hooey. Every member in this Parliament and 
everyone who reads the Press knows that 
prior to the last State elections there was a 
definite move among the rank and file of the 
Labour Party for an increase in salary. 
Everybody knows that that move was stale­
mated in Caucus. Everybody knows that, 
because it was published in the Press and it 
was common knowledge around the House, so 
that when Parliamentarians went to the 
people on 7 March this year anybody who did 
not know that members of the Labour Party 
were after a further increase in Parliamentary 
salaries were either fools, dupes or dopes. It 
was well advertised. 

What happens after the elections~ Immedi­
ately the elections were over and the Parlia­
mentary Labour Party assembled, a move 
again emanated from the rank and file of 
the Labour Party for increases in salaries and 
allowances. It was well known again: these 
facts were published in the Press. This is 
where the hon. member for Mirani is wrong: 
although it was well known to the members 
of the Q.C.E. that a move was to be made in 

the Labour Party for increases in salaries and 
allowances the Q.C.E. remained silent. The 
Q.C.E. issued no direction, because the Q.C.E. 
knew that it had no power t0 issue such a 
direction. 

Then there is another point. After the 
matter had been brought before the Labour 
Party Caucus the first time, a committee 
of seven was set up within the ranks of the 
Labour Party to report back to the Caucus, 
and the names of those seven members were 
published in the Press. Again the Q.C.E. 
made no move and issued no direction. Then, 
when the second Caucus meeting took place 
to receive the report of the seven members 
of the Labour Party committee, the Cabinet, 
which realised the justice of the claim, went 
into the Caucus meeting with a proposal 
that the rise total £300 a year in all. The 
rank and file, the rebels within the LaboLlr 
Party, if I might call them that, voted f•_>r 
a £400 rise in all. And it must be borne 
in mind-we must not forget this-that a 
lousy £100 difference was the only financi:tl 
point at issue. Cabinet admitted that a 
rise of £300 was necessary and warrantel1. 
Certain members of the rank and file said, 
' 'No, we think a rise of £400 is necessary 
and warranted.'' We all know the strength 
of the division, the 25 in favour of £400 and 
24 in favour of Cabinet's recommendation 
for £300. We know also who voted on each 
side, because it was published in ''The 
Courier-Mail.'' It has to be remembered 
here that Caucus keeps no written record of 
Caucus divisions, so the person who gave 
that di>ision list to "The Courier-Mail"­
I have a strong suspicion who he is-must 
have either noted down the names of those 
who voted on one side or the other while 
the division was being taken, or he must 
ha>e sat down subsequently and written them 
down from memory. 

I\Ir. Brosnan: You would not like to 
name him, would you~ 

~Ir. AIKENS: I remind the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley that I said at 
the outset that this speech was going to be 
truthful and temperate and I am going to 
draw my own conclusions later on. At the 
present time I want to differentiate between 
facts and truth on the one hand and my 
conclusions on the other. I want to be 
pel'fectly clear on that. 

J!r. Brosnan: It may be temperate, 
but not truthful. 

:iJiir. AIKENS: The hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley will have abundant oppor­
tunity to stand up in this House and deny 
anything I say. 

}fr. Brosnan: And he will avail himself 
of it. 

~Ir. AIKENS: We all view with abhor­
rence any person who plays with a double­
headed penny, literally or metaphorically, and 
I am now going to accuse the Treasurer of 
playing the rank and file of the Labour 
Party with a double-headed penny, and I 
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make that accusation, believing it to be true. 
I also state, because I believe it to be true, 
that if the Labour Party had accepted 
Cabinet's recommendation of an overall rise 
of £300 a year nothing more would have 
been said, the Act would have been intro­
duced and passed, for the salary increase 
Cabinet would have signed the necessary 
Executive Council minute, for the allowances 
and the Q.C.E. would never have interfered 
or inten-ened. 

lUr Walsh: You are flattering me. 

lUr. AIKENS: If that is flattery, then 
I am going to flatter the Treasurer a bit 
more later on. 

Then, when the rank and file of the Labour 
Party rejected Cabinet's recommendation, it 
must be said to the credit of every other 
member of Cabinet that they accepted the 
majority decision of the Parliamentary 
Labour Caucus. But not so the Treasurer. 
He got in touch with Bukowski. These again 
are my own conclusions, based on fact. 
Bukowski then got in touch with some of his 
friends, if I may term them so, in the 
trade-union movement affiliated with the 
A.L.P., men like Edmonds, Muhldorff, Davis, 
Cole and others. And, by a strange set 
of circumstances, similar letters couched in 
almost identical words and terms were sent 
from certain unions to the Queensland Cen­
tral Executive protesting against the increase 
of £400 in parliamentary salaries and allow­
ances. 'l'he inner executive of the Queens­
land Central Executive of the Labour Party 
pretended to be astonished to receive these 
protests. It should not have been astonished, 
because the chief member of the Queensland 
Central Executive, Bukowski, inspired them 
and I belim·e actually dictated them. As 
a result of the protests the inner executive 
of the Que.ensland Central Executive called 
the Queensland Central Executive together 
and they decided to instruct the Par­
liamentary Labour Caucus to reconsider its 
decision. The Parliamentary Labour Caucus 
met and after reconsidering its decision was 
more emphatic than ever that a rise of £400 
overall was warranted. The voting on that 
occasion was 29 to 20. If the occasion had 
necessitated it, the voting would have been 
stronger still. 

That left the Treasurer and Mr. Bukowski 
and some members of the. inner executive of the 
Q.C.E., to use the vernacular, out on a limb. 
They clicl not know what to do or what move 
ta make next. Then certain Labour aldermen 
of the Brisbane City Council were contacted 
by Mr. Bukowski and there was rushed 
through the Brisbane City Council a resolu­
tion granting aldermen of that council a 
Tise of £380 a year. That put the balloon 
up. The members of the municipal caucus 
fell for the agents of Bukowski and rushed 
a rise of £3>10 through by a council motion 
and, I repeat, to use an idiom, the balloon 
went up. That gave the Queensland Central 
Executive or the inner executive of the 
Q.C.E. another opportunity of recmvmg 
similar letters of protest from the same 
unions, couched in exactly the same terms. 

We all know that a further meeting of 
the Queensland Central Executive held 
recently instructed the aldermen to rescind 
their resolution, which they did supinely 
yeste,rday afternoon; and, with regard to 
Parliamentary salaries it was decided that a 
special convention of the A.L.P. be convened 
if the majority of A.L.P. branches and 
affiliated unions so desired. 

There the position rests. I repeat tbat had 
the Parliamentary Labour Party accepted 
Cabinet's recommendation for an overall 
increase of £300 nothing more would have been 
heard of it and the Q.O.E. would not have 
intervene.d. When the rank and file of the 
Labour Party bucked the Cabinet recom­
mendation a move was made-and, I repeat, 
made in my opinion by the Treasurer and 
Bukowski-to swing the Q.C.E. in~o action. 

Mr. Walsh: I am listening, and I will 
reply later. 

Mr. AIKENS: I wish the hon.gentleman 
would; we shall be interested to hear his 
reply. Not one word of my speech will get 
into the Press because it will not suit the Press 
to publish what I am sa.ying, but I guarantee 
that it >Yill give the Treasurer's reply 
headlines. I am making this speech to get 
the facts · into '' Hansard,'' knowing quite 
well that the rank-and-file members of the 
A.L.P. and affiliated unions read '' Hansard.'' 
They know that I always tell the truth, and 
they at least should know. What is more, 
they well know that I am saying what many 
members of the Labour Partv would like to 
be saying at the present time. 

~Ir. Walsll: You would not be saying it 
for them? 

)lr. AIKENS: It could be so. 
not like to say who inspired me. 
give the Treasurer a shock. 

I should 
It would 

There is some reason for this. Let me 
deal with the men who are being used bv 
Bukm.-ski in this matter. I will tell the 
rcawn why they are being used later on, 
and I wonder whether the Treasurer will 
feel flattered with what I have to say. 
We have Mr. Muhldorff, the man who held the 
vun at the Labour Party prior to the last 
State election, but when the Premier, 
metaphorically speaking, in true \Vestern 
Movie style went up to him, took the gun 
from him, turned him round and booted him 
in the pants, he ran away whimpering. 
J\f uhldorff, the man who in today's '' Conrier­
Mnil'' is a party to an attack on the Govern­
ment as being the worst emplo~·er in the 
State-and I do not disagree with him in 
that regard-goes on to say that the Labour 
Party has lost prestige, and the prestige 
must be regained. Everyone kna>Ys what is 
actuating Muhldorff. He wants to be a 
member of the Industrial Court bench. He 
has already made representations to promi­
nent members of the ParliamentaTy Labour 
Part;· in that regari! but has been rebuffed, 
and ha thinks he can get it through the new 
flictatorship of the Labour Partv that he 
hopes to see set up, the Bnko~vski-vValsh 
dictatorship from Duns;tan House. 
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Then there are Davis and Cole; Davis, the 
secretary of the Queensland Railway Traffic 
Employees' Union, and Cole, the secretary of 
the Queensland Railway Maintenance ~Gnion, 
two men with a history of spinelessness and 
scabbery nnexcelled in the trade-union move­
ment in Australia. Then there is Edmonds 
of the A.F.U.L.E., >Yho was refused endorse­
ment by the Q.C.E. in 1936 because of 
suggestions of graft as a Brisbane City 
Council alderman, and >Yho had the nerve to 
rush into the columns of ''The Courier-Mail'' 
when this controversy first broke out ancl 
said-and I shall quote as nearly as I can 
remember his actual words- · 

''~When railway me11 take direct action 
to improve their wages and better their 
conditions, the Labour Government bring 
into force all their powers in order to 
crush t'he direct action.'' 

Railway men took direct action in 194R in 
order to increase their wages and better their 
working conditions. Theodore Kissick got 
I~dmonds by the scruff of the neck and made 
him vote for the A.F.U.L.E. men to go out 
on strike. After three or four \Yeeks, how­
ever, Edmonds led the ~:ronp on the 
A.I•'.U.L.E. executive who voted for a return 
to work in order to line up with the Govern­
ment and smash the strike and rlcfeat the 
1·ailway men. 

JUr. Walsh: In Theodore's time? 

lUr. AIKENS: In 1948. Does not the 
hon. gentleman remember the 194R strike"! 
I thought he would never forget that. 

Let us deal with the powers of the Q.C.E. 
\\'hat the hon. member for :Mirani said about 
the Q.C.E. instructing the Labour Party to 
do this and to do that was pure baldeniash. 
I know quite a deal about the Q.C.E. of the 
Labour Party and I know it h~~ not 
instructed the Labour Party on any issue for 
years. Its members are elected at convention 
and by the various members of the atli!;ated 
unions, and it has allowed the Parliamentarv 
Labour Party to go on its O'vn sweet wa~' 
without interruption. My complaint abou"t 
the Q.C.E. is that on manv occasions when 
it could have nncl shoulrl h:lve instructed the 
Parliamentary Labour Party to implement 
the ~abonr _,. r;>latform am] policy, it has 
egregwnsly ~mled to do so. \Vhere is the 
Q.C,E. when it could and should instruct the 
T,abour Party to introduce legisbtiou in the 
interests _of the workers, the farmers and 
other useful people~ It is silent on all those 
matters on which it could and should instruct 
the Labour Party. It is there from con­
vention to convention to interpret the plat­
form and policy of the Labour Party, and 
if necessary to give instructions to th0 
Parliamentary Labour Party on the questions 
of platform and policy. However, where the 
nlatform and policy deal with the workers, 
the farmers and other useful people, the 
Q.C.E. has alwavs been silent. At no time 
l1as the Q.C.E. had the power-and I hope 
that it never will-to write into the T~ahonr 
Party platform any new planks that it thinks 
fit. The Q.C.E. has never had the pa>Yer to 
make the policy of the I,abour Party. On 
this occasion it is trving to make the policy 
of the Labour Party, but I hope it will fail. 

Let me deal with the Treasurer, who appears 
to like my type of flattery. We all know of 
course that the Treasurer is a man of consum­
mate ambition. We all know that he is, 
politically speaking, fairly ruthless, and we 
all know too that last year an article appeared 
in ''The Sunday Mail' written by David 
Berry, a very responsible .journalist, in which 
it was frankly, openly and brutally stated 
that after this election ''the feudingest'' man 
in the Labour Party, the Treasurer, would 
throw his hat into the ring for the Deputy 
Premiership. IV e all know Davicl Berry and 
we all know that as a responsible journalist he 
would not even contemplate writing such an 
article nnl09s he had either the Treasurer's 
approval or connivance to write it. Yet what 
happened when the figures went up after the 
election and when the Caucus assembled~ Did 
the Treasurer carry out his boast to contest 
the Deputy Premiership against the present 
occupant of the office? Not on your life. He 
counted heads and saw that he did not have 
the Bolter 's chance. After the recent brawl 
bet•Ycen the Q.C.E. and the members of the 
Parli:uuentary Labour Party I should say that 
his chances are even slimmer now. As a 
mntte,· of fact, he appears to be as popular 
with the rank and file of the Parliamentary 
Lal1om· Party as a typhoid-carrier. 

So that he knew that he had no chance of 
r!efeating the present deputy leader of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party. \Ve know also 
that he wants to control Queensland and we 
know that he wants to become a dictator in 
Quecnslancl. Failing to become a dictator 
through the Parliamentary Labour Party and 
to rule Queensland from the front benches of 
this Parliament, I can onlv come to the con­
clusion that he is joined w·ith Bukowski so as 
to become the political dictator of Queensland 
in order to rule Queenslnnd from Dunstan 
House. 

}}Ir. Walsh: More flattery. 

:JUr. AIKENS: If any member of the 
Labour 1'arty or anyone interested in the 
Labour Party studied the circumstances that 
led up to this impasse I feel confident that he 
would come to no other conclusion than the one 
that I have reached. Already Bukowski has 
set up a dicta tor ship of his own \Vi thin the 
A.W.U. anrl now, with the honourable the 
Treasurer, he wants to set up a political dic­
tatorship of Queensland from Dnnstan House. 
He >~·nuts to make the members of the Par­
liamentry Labour Party merely the marion­
ettes dancing to the strings pulled by Walsh 
and Bukowski from Dunstan House. 

JUr. Walsh: I will have your speeches 
printed and circulated in the Bundaberg dis­
trict. 

lUr. AIKENS: I wish the hon. gentle­
man would. I want to make the position of 
the North Queensland Labour Party perfectly 
clear. We do not >Yant to see the Labour 
Party in this House replaced on the Treasury 
benches by the Liberal-Country Party. That 
is the last thing vve desire to see. We have 
always tried, right from the very start, and 
we will eventually succeed-make no mistake 
about that-to purify the Labour Party, and 
if necessary disinfect it and put in its place a 
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dinki-die Labour Party pledged to the genuine 
platform and policy of Labour. If necessary 
we will do as Christ did in the temple. We 
will scourge the temple of Labour, of the 
money-lenders, of the grafters, the ticket­
snatchers, the Johnny-come-latelies and what 
have you, and reconstitute it anew. 

I say to the members of the Australian 
Labour Party throughout Queensland who are 
now being inveigled into asking for a special 
Labour-in-Politics Convention to take care, 
and to them and to the members of the 
affiliated unions I say, in the words of Peter 
Clarke in his broadcast, ''Think it over.'' If 
the Labour-in-Politics Convention is to be 
convened on the same lines as the last Labour­
in-Politics Convention in Rockhampton, it will 
merely be a Bukowski show from begin­
ning to end. It is about time the Labour 
Party took stock of its position, and it is 
nbout time it decided, if there is going to 
be a Government of Queensland then the · 
Government should be here on the front 
benches of Parliament House, elected by the 
people and responsible only to the people. 

As I happen to be in a mood of absolute 
frankness, let me say this: with regard to the 
suggested rise of £400 a year overall in 
salaries and allm,ances. I wili not hesitate to 
bkc it, because I know the people of 
Mundingbnrra and the members of the North 
Queensland Labour Party and I will consider 
I am underpaid at the salary suggested. I 
know there are several quite conscientious 
members of this House on both sides who 
would be underpaid at the suggested salary. 
I know also there are dopes and drones and 
dills in this Chamber on both sides, but those 
men are the responsibility--

~Ir. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. 
member is not in order in referring to other 
hon. members in the terms he has used. I 
ask him to withdraw that remark. 

lUr. AIKENS: Very well. I will with­
draw the remark. I haven't got round to you 
yet. 

ltir. SPEAKER: Order! 

:ur. W ALSH: I rise to a point of order. 
The hon. member's remarks were obviously 
disorclerl;·, and when called to order he made 
the remark that he was getting round to refer 
to yourself in the same category. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not hear that. I 
ask the hon. member for Mundingburra to 
withdraw that reflection on the Chair. 

)fr. AIKENS: Very well; I withdraw it; 
I want to continue with this speech. 

There nre some members on both sides who 
c1c not measnre up to thp standard of other 
members, either in intelligence or the way 
ir, which they conduct the affairs of their 
constitven\s. These men are the responsi­
bility of the political executiws who endorse 
tLem and the fools in their electorates who 
vote for th0m. But to gauge a good man's 
salary on the performance of a bad man is 
stupid :md unjust. I believe> every member of 
Parliament shoulc1 c1o as I do and at the 
conclusion of every session go on the public 

platform in his electorate and tell the people 
how he voted and why he voted on the various 
measures that came before the House, and 
i11vite criticism or questions on his action. 
Every member of Parliament should be pre­
pared to go into his electorate and justify 
the payment of every penny he receives as 
salary or allowance or both. I can do it; 
and I am not afraid to do it. I know that 
even if this Parliament, in a moment of 
genuine assessment of value, were to grant 
me £5,000 a year, the people of Munding­
burra would consider me underpaid at that 
amount. But I know I cannot expect Parlia­
ment to move the same rate of pay for some 
other members as I suggest they might move 
for me. I suggest they might at least try to 
strike what is called a happy medium or 
mean. I think the suggested £400 rise in 
salary and allowance would be a happy mean 
or medium at the present time and in present 
circumstances. 

JUr. Walsh: Didn't you oppose an 
increase for electricians at Townsville ~ 

lUr. AIKENS: That interjection is so 
stupid I won't waste my time on it. 

I want to deal with the hon. member for 
Toowong, who referred to the agitation for 
a new State in North Queensland. As a 
genuine North Queen slander who lives there 
and knows what the people want and knows 
what they are talking about and agitating 
for, I can find not the slightest evidence in 
North Queensland, >\'ith the exception of a 
few little groups, that the people of ~ orth 
Queensland "'ant a new State. The Northern 
New State ~Movement, as I know it in 'rowns· 
ville at any rate, concerns a group of four 
or five men gathered round Dr. Bill 
Chapman. He is an ophthalmic surgeon. He 
is a very fine fellow and I suppose one of 
the most dr"en·edly popular men in 'rowns­
vi!le. It is his hobby, and a very' expensive 
hobby, but that is his business. I can find 
no move in North Queensland for a new State 
but will say, however, that the Liberal­
Country Party hns been for some time, and 
still is, trying to use the New State Move­
ment in North Queensland, such as it is. as a 
political front or veneer. We in North 
Queensland are beginning to object to either 
the Liberal-Country Party or the I~ahour 
Party using North Queensland and its needs 
as a political football. What the people of 
::'\orth Queenshnd want is a new den!, not a 
new State. They know that if tl1ey are to 
get a new deal first of all they must force 
on this Parliament and on the Commonwealth 
Parliament the realisation of the obvious 
truth that the development and populating of 
Northern Queensland is not only a mattm· for 
the Xorth Quecn"land people themse1ves bnt 
for the whole of the people of Qneensbnc1 anc1 
of Australia. If we had a new State in North 
Qneensbnd today and could develop a111'l 
populate J'\oTth Queenslancl only to tbe Pxt·"llt 
of our O\Yn Teso1uces. \Ye should be infi•1itelv 
worse off thnn we nre 3t the present time'; 
nnr1 thnt is sn:ving something. 

'Ne h:we the Ne"· State Movement for 
North Qneensland very yocifeTOus in it/, 
attacks on the State Ln bour Party for its 
neglect of North Queensland. I ngree HAt 



136 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

these attacks are justified and warranted. 
But the New State Movement never attacks 
the Federal Liberal-Country Party for its 
share of the neglect of North Queensland. 
'l'he people of the North are wide awake to 
that gross discrimination. We in North 
Queensland believe and know from bitter 
experience that we have been both deserted 
and neglected by both the State Labour Gov­
ernment and the Federal Liberal-Countq 
Party Government. 'What the North Queens­
land Labour Party is aiming for, and what 
we are beginning to convince the people is 
absolutely necessary-and the figures at the 
last State election will demonstrate it, and 
I am going to deal with our party and its 
returns at the last State election in n speech 
at some future time-is not a new State in 
North Queensland but that the 16 northern 
seats, that is, the 1:3 coastal seats from 
Mackay to Cape York, and the three western 
seats of Charters Towers, Flinclers and Car­
pentnria, should return to this Parliament 16 
genuine northerners who are pledged to the 
development and populating of North Queens­
land, 16 venuine northerners unattached either 
to the 1 iberal-Country Partv or the Labour 
Party, who will hold the bafance of power in 
this Parliament and force the Queensland 
Government to face their responsibilities for 
developing and populating the North. 

I am very pleased to see and to hear in 
this Chamber from time to time hon. members 
such as the hon. member for Bremer, the 
Leader of the Opposition, and others on both 
sides of the House in the last year or so 
l>eginning to become interested,' even \Yith 
their tongues only, in the development and 
populating of North Queensland. As a 
matter of fact, they are actually repeating 
some of the sentences and phrases I l1ave 
nsed in this Chamber in years gone by. 'T'hr 
hon. member for Bremer only vesterdav nscr1 
the phrnse that I used in this House some 
~·ears ago, that we need have no fear of an 
invasion of penguins from thr AntaYctir. 
Our threat comes from the North : let us 
make no mistake about that. \Ve :clll desire 
international peace and we all hope to live 
to see the day when the nations and the 
peoples of the world will live in complete 
amity with each other. But let us he realists 
and ·face facts. Let us keep onr feet on the 
ground and let us keep our minds dear: we 
must admit the only threat to Australia 
comes from the North. 

We ha,·e to admit also, if we are honest, 
that it is the duty and responsibility of nll 
the people of Australia, not only the people 
of Northern Queensland, to close the 
northern gateway against the invader. 
So that while we thank those members of 
Parliament who are now beginning to talk 
about the need to develop and populate 
Northern Queensland for their kind words, 
lrt me say on behalf of the genuine North 
Queenslanclers that we doubt their sincerity 
and that we should like to see their fine words 
transformed into concrete actions. 

I was going to deal with the propagandist 
of the New State Party in the North, Mr. 
Archie Hooper, who is, I suppose, the greatest 
p0litical contortionist of all time, and what 
I say about him in that regard is only what 

I said to him in Townsville the other clay. 
He is a man who has been in six political 
parties in five months, and that beats even 
the record of some members on the Labour 
side of this House. During the progress of 
this session I shall have quite a few pertinent 
comments to make about the continued 
neglect by the State Labour Goverr:ment of 
Northern Queensland, but let me giVe some 
idea now of what the Liberal-Country Party 
does in its desire to neglect Northern 
Queensland. Irrespective of whether we 
believe in the National Training Scheme, let 
us admit that the Federal Liberal-Country 
Party Government, by bringing all the 
northern military trainees down to IV a col, are 
doing more to accelerate and accentuate the 
drift from the country to the cities than any 
other single thing we· know. They bring the 
northern boys from Northern Queens~ancl to 
'\Vacol when thev are at their most Impres­
sionable age. \Vhcn these lads are on leave, 
thev rret a touch of the bright lights of the 
citi; ~onsequently when their period of train­
ing' is ended ana' they go back to Northern 
Queensland, their first thought is to come back 
to Brishane, get a job and work in Brisbane. 
The result of this is that we lose from 
Northern Queensland many good yo;1ng men 
who otherwise would stay in the North. 

(Time expired.) 

3Ir. I,LOYD (Kedron) (3.23 p.m.): After 
listening to the mover and seconder of the 
Address in Reply, I am certain all ho:1. 
nwm hel's IYill agree thnt they spoke on then 
subjects with a confidence born of knowledge 
and that in future we shall have two very 
creditable hon. members who will do much to 
help in the development of Queensland. 

Of all 1 lw new hon. members of this 
Assembly, I shoLJid like most to eongratulate 
the hon. member for Condamine who, hy 
coming to this Assembly, has visited upon the 
L;beral-Country Party of Queensland the 
greatest defeat it has suffered for years. 
There can be no doubt that by his own 
personal capacity and his own ·personality 
he bas helped this party to obtain the great 
majority that it enjoys. 

Congratulations must be extended to all 
those new hon. Jnembers who have come here 
as elected rcpresentatiws of the people, and I 
do not exclude from these congratulations the 
new hon. memher of the Opposition who, if 
we are to judge him on the speech he. has 
delivered already, will be a greater credit to 
this Assembly than some of those former hon. 
members of the Opposition who were defeated 
at the last State election. 

The Government are to be congratulated 
particularly on the programme of work they 
have given this Assembly through HIS 
Excellency's Speech. The position at the 
moment is as it has been for over 12 months. 
The curtailment of loan money and other 
financial assistance that the States have 
received from Commonwealth Governments is 
restricting our programmes. W ~ are tied 
to a great extent to the apron strmgs of. the 
Commonwealth so far as all development 
work is concerned, and this fact should give 
hon. members some concern. It is my firm 
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belief that over the years the Commonwealth 
Constitution has failed in its original 
intention to maintain the sovereignty of 
the whole of the Federation. It has failed 
because it was the original intention of the 
Constitution of Australia to establish seven 
h~dependent Governments. There was to be 
an independent Government in each State, 
with a Federal Government, in which all of 
the States were to be united in one. 

The Australian Constitution recites, in the 
preamble the fact that the people of the six 
States have agreed to unite in one indis­
soluble Federal Commonwealth under one 
Federal Government. The meaning of that 
was that each State would be a unit com­
pletely self-sufficient and co-ordinating with 
the Commonwealth Government. That purpose 
has failed. The failure is a double-edged 
one, firstly because of the failure to maintain 
the financial independence of the States and 
secondly because it has failed to ensure that 
the Commonwealth of Australia shall be a 
populated and developed nation. It is over 
50 years since Federation took place and stilt 
Australia is under-developed and under­
P?pulated; the fault of that can only lie 
wrth the failure of the Constitution to main­
tain the financial independence of the States. 

It is interesting to note that in 1902 Alfred 
Deakin prophesied that this would occur. He 
said-

" Rights of self-government of the States 
have been fondly safeguarded by the Con­
stitution. It has left them legally free but 
financially bound to the chariot wheels of 
the Commonwealth. '' 

There can be no question that that position 
has been brought about and there is no doubt 
that the framers of the Constitution at the 
convention that preceded the drawing up of 
the Federal Constitution, definitely intended 
that the State Governments should be 
financially independent. 

We should consider several sections of the 
Constitution, which have had an effect that 
the fmmers did not intend when they were 
unwittingly placed in the Constitution. In 
the Constitution there are sections dealing 
with the power of the Commonwealth to 
make laws in regard to all forms of taxation 
but those powers override the State Govern­
ments' powers to levy taxation because the 
very fact that the Commonwealth Govern­
ment have power to impose a high rate of 
taxation forces the various State Govern­
ments out of that field of income. That, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, has actually occurred 
under the system of uniform taxation. 
Because of that particular section in the 
Constitution the Commonwealth Government 
were able to survive in the appeal 
to the High Court. They are able to hnpose 
sufficiently high taxation to prevent the State 
Governments from entering the income-tax 
field. 

It was the intention of the Constitution that 
the State Governments should have a per­
manent assured income of their own and be 
financially independent. The Constitution as 
framed stated that for the first 10 years of 
Federation the State Governments were to 

receive from the Commonwealth Government 
75 per cent. of the taxation received by the 
Commonwealth by way of customs and excise 
duties. At that time customs and excise 
taxation was the highest form of taxati<m, 
income tax being second to it. 

I have said that the framers of the Consti­
tution stated that it was necessary for the 
States to be financially independent in order 
to carry on developmental works, land settle­
ment, housing and education, and the other 
numerous activities undertaken by State 
Governments. We find, however, that within 
a very short time after the founding of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, the first attack 
was made upon the financial independence of 
the States. In 1908, in respect of Section 94 
of the Constitution, which authorised the pay­
ment of surplus revenue to the State Govern­
ments, which was another way in which the 
framers of the Constitution hoped to bring 
about the financial independence of the States, 
the Commonwealth Government was able to 
survive an appeal by the State Governments. 
The case in question dealt with coast defence 
and the Appropriation Bill for old-age 
pensions. By the means then adopted all 
surplus revenue of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment was placed in a trust account to enable 
all payments to be made in respect of those 
two purposes. The State Governments 
appealed against the Commonwealth Govern­
ment's placing of the surplus revenue of the 
Commonwealth in that trust account, but the 
High Court ruled against the States and this, 
the first action taken against the financial 
independence of the States, was successful. 

Later, in 1910, after a 10-year period of 
Federation had elapsed, action was taken in 
respect of Section 87, which assured an income 
to the States for 10 years by providing that 
75 per cent. of customs and excise duties 
should be refunded to the States. The Com­
monwealth Government decided that instead 
of that, there should be a rebate to the States 
of 25s. a head of the population. 

Then we come to the 1927 Financial Agree­
ment, which was brought about for several 
reasons, one of which was that the State 
Governments were informed that the payment 
to the States of 25s. per capita was to be 
abolished. It was found also that with the 
State Governments competing on the loan 
markets overseas and at home, the interest 
rate had increased to 6 and 6~ per cent. As 
a result, it was necessary for the State Govern­
ments to enter into this financial agreement 
with the Commonwealth Government. That, 
too, had an adverse effect on the financial 
independence of the States. 

Finally, in 1942 there was the Uniform Tax 
Case, and again we find that although the pro­
visions of the Constitution were originally 
intended to secure a permanently assured 
income to the States, and financial indepen­
dence to the States, that financial indepen­
dence has been completely destroyed. This is 
something that I think has escaped the 
majority of hon. members opposite. With 
respect to all financial agreemen~s entered 
into between the States and the Common­
wealth, hon. members opposite have argued 
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that the Commonwealth Government are 
entitled to impose conditions upon the lending 
·of finance to the States to carry out certain 
works. However, it was never intended by 
the Constitution that there should be any 
interference with the general powers or juris­
·diction of the State Governments over those 
matters that come within their ambit. 

I think it will be admitted that whilst we 
have legislative power over all these matters, 
there is complete independence generally of 
the State Governments, and immediately any 
Commonwealth Government, by way of an 
agreement, impose conditions upon any grant 
made to a State Government, they are acting 
outside the Constitution of Australia. There 
have been numerous such agreements, and 
they have all been devised by the Common­
wealth Government in an attempt to get round 
the Australian Constitution and to rob the 
State Governments of their independence. I 
believe there have been five of them :-The 
War-Service Land Settlement Agreement, the 
Housing Agreement, the Joint Coal Board 
Agreement, the Hospitals Agreement, and 
the Rail Standardisation Agreement. 

Under the Constitution the Commonwealth 
Government, regardless of their political 
affiliations, must accept the financial responsi­
bility of helping the State Governments to 
administer the affairs o>-er which they have 
control. It is admitted that the Common­
wealth Government have the legal right 
arbitrarily to pass legislation in regaru to 
these matters, but because of the very fact 
that the Commonwealth Government have 
taken from the States the right to impose 
any great form of taxation the Common­
wealth must assume the obligation of helpmg 
the States financially, and having done that 
they must not attempt to impose conditions 
upon the State Governments for the granting 
of that finance. 

There are numerous constitutional autho­
rities on this subject and I am certain 
that the maiority of them will agree with 
that view. There is for instance the state­
ment by a former Chief Justice of the High 
Court, Sir John Latham, which appears in 
"Finance and Taxation" by A. J. Hannan 
a former Crown Solicitor in South Australia. 
Latham C. J. said-

'' It is perhaps not out of place to point 
out that the scheme which the Common­
wealth has applied to income tax of 
imposing rates so high as practically to 
excluue State taxation could be applied 
to other taxes so as to make the States 
almost completely dependent, financially 
and therefore generally, upon the Com­
monwealth. If the Commonwealth Parlia­
ment, in a Grants Act, simply pro­
vided for the payment of moneys to 
States without attaching any conditions 
whatever, none of the legislation could be 
challenged by any of the arguments sub­
mitted to the Court in these cases. The 
:amount of the grants could be determined 
in fact bv the satisfaction of the Common­
wealth ~ith the policies, legislative or 
other, of the respective States, no refer­
ence being made to such matters in any 

Commonwealth statute. Thus, if the Com-­
monwealth Parliament were prepareu to, 
pass such legislation, all State powers 
would be controlled bv the Common­
wealth-a result which "would mean the 
end of the political independence of the 
States. Such a result cannot be prevented 
by any legal decision. The determination 
of the propriety of any such policy must 
rest with the Commonwealth Parliament 
and ultimately with the people. The 
remedy for alleged abuse of power or for 
the use of power to promote what are 
thought to be improper objects is to be 
found in the political arena and not in the 
Courts.'' 

There is one sound opmwn, expressed by 
the former Chief Justice of Australia. Re 
pointed out that under the Constitution the 
Commonwealth could force the State Go>-ern­
ments out of every field of taxation by the 
high taxation that they levied in that sphere. 
There could be nothing worse, so far as 
Federation is concerned, than having the 
State Governments completely dependent not 
only financially but generally also upon the 
Commonwealth, because by this practice the 
Commonwealth Government can impose their 
own political policy and their own political 
platform upon the individual State Govern­
ments, regardless of the electoral wishP~ of 
the people concerned. For instance, . if. a 
State Government are elected by a maJonty 
of the electors, in the case of Queensland a 
Labour Government, the electors have 
approved of the policy and the platform pnt 
before them by the Labour Party. There­
fore it is certainly not right that the 
Commonwealth Government, for their own 
political pur~o~es, sh?u.ld attempt to foist 
their own pohtlcal pohcl8s upon that or any 
other individual State Government. 

Yet vve find in the history of the last 
Hospitals Agreement, whicl: was suc~essfull~ 
concluded in accordance w1th the w1shes or 
the State Government, an instance where an 
attempt was made to force the political policy 
of the J<'ederal Gowrnment upon the people 
of Queensland, who had elected a Labour 
Government to legislate on matters such as 
hospitalisation. 

lUr. Chalk: You will make yourself 
believe that. 

.lUr. LLOYD: It is not a matte,r of 
making myself believe it. I believe ~t 
because it is right. The contents of thlS 
constitutional essay are borne out by other 
men who have studied the Constitution of 
Australia. I suggest to the hon. member 
that he do a bit of studying of these matters 
and he also might believe it. 

Mr. Hannan had a few remarks to make 
on the statement made by the Chief Justice. 
It is in regard to the important questions 
raised by hon. members in regard to war­
service land settlement that I wish to make 
this point. Remarking upon the quotation 
that I read a couple of minutes ago, Mr. 
Hannan had this to say, on page 277-

"If, however, the High Court had to 
consider six Grants Acts passed by the 
Commonwealth Parliament in the same 



Address in Reply. (25 AUGUST.] Address ~n Repty. 139 

session, three of which made grants of 
several million each to New South Wales, 
Victoria and Queensland and grants of 
£5,000 each to South Australia, Western 
Australia and Tasmania, and it appeared 
that the three former States had Govern­
ments and policies of the same political 
complexion as the Commonwealth Govern­
ment, and its Parliamentary majority and 
the three latter States different and 
opposed policies, it is respectfully sug­
gested that the High Court, having regard 
to the scheme of the legislation and its 
pith and substance, would hold that the 
legislation was not really for the purpose 
of giving financial aiel to the l::ltates, but 
for the purpose of aiding the implement­
ation of Common wealth policies and of 
putting an end to the States' political 
independence, and that the Commonwealth 
Parliament has no power to enact such 
legislation, because of the federal nature 
of the Constitution.'' 

I think Mr. Hannan in that paragraph made 
it quite clear that his view of the matter was 
that if in such an instance the Commonwealth 
Government under the Commonwealth Grants 
Act made grants of a certain amount to 
individual States because they agreed with 
the policy of the Commonwealth and did not 
do so to the States that did not agree with 
their politly, the High Court would rule 
against the Commomvealth Government. 

Let us deal now with the War-Service 
Land Settlement Agreement, which \vas made 
between the States anr1 the Commonwealth. 
One condition of the agreement was tl1at 
the State Government should transfer the 
ownership of the land that was required for 
war-service land settlement to the juris­
diction of the Commonwealth Government. 
If the Commonwealth Government demand 
that their own polie:v be implemented in 
regard to a subject matter over which the 
State Government have full jurisdiction, as 
they haYe done so far unrler the ·war-Service 
Land Settlement Scheme and as they attemp­
ted to do under the Hospitals Agreement, I 
submit they are going outside the Constitution 
and outside the original intention of an indis­
soluble Federal Government, whereby each 
State Government have complete authority 
over the matters they have to administer; 
and the State Government, by implementing 
the policy of the Federal Government, would 
be going beyond the wishes of the electors 
of the State concemed. 

During the last session I spoke on war­
service land settlement and attempted to 
show that this was integral with our closer 
settlement scheme and that it had played 
an important part in the opening up of new 
lands within the State and was playing a 
large part in its development. I mentioned 
at the time that Queensland became a 
principal State, refusing to accept the dicta­
tion of the Commonwealth Government in 
the implementation of its own land policy, 
and that we thus maintained our constitu­
tional rights to exercise our own jurisdiction 
ovrr this matter by insisting on retaining the 
ownership of the land. It is necessary to point 
out that 93 per cent. of the land in Queensland 
is on leasehold tenure, that is, owned by the 

Crown as trustees for the people, and the 
Government of Queensland as trustees for 
the people must ensure that land is correctly 
used. The correct use of land is an important 
part of the modern development of our 
country, and it is necessary that some form 
of control be placed by the Crown on the 
use of the land, by its tenants, and of 
course in turn the people decide whethe1·· 
that form of control is correct. An attempt 
is IJeing made to belittle the efforts of the· 
State Government so far as war-service land 
settlement is concerned, and it must be met 
by emphasising the fact that we have retained 
the general independence of Queensland as' 
a sovereign State under the Constitution. At 
the same time we have obtained from the 
loan moneys made available to us by the Com­
monwealth Government from time to time, as 
much as we could possibly get to enabie the 
ex-service men of Queensland to be settled 
on the land in Queensland. We have done 
a ver;v fine job. As I outlined on the last 
occasion, it is not a matter of £1,000,000 or 
£2,000,000 that the State Government have 
made aYailable to ex-service men in Queens­
land, but from other sources comes an 
amount of more than £8,000,000, which has 
been lent to ex-service men throughout the 
State in order that we may carry out our 
undertakings given under the War Service 
Lam1 Settlement Agreement. 

It was found that the cost of settlement 
in Queensland was becoming out of all pro­
portion to the mnount th;tt it had cost some 
10 or 15 years ago. At that time I said it 
would cost approximately £15,000 to settle 
one ex·senice man on a good property. The 
Minister now remarks to me that that has 
virtually doubled within the space of a few 
years. That position is met with not only 
in Queensland but in all the States of ihe 
Commoum:alth at the present time. In many 
instances the other Australian States have 
been able to operate in the position of 
agent States, the Commonwealth Government 
agreeing to pay for the whole of the costs 
of resumption of land and all the expendi­
ture entailed in the settlement of ex-service 
men on that land. It was found, however, 
that a State that was a principal State was 
paying approximately £10 to £12 for every 
£1 that was being put at its disposal by the 
Commonwealth. The stage was reached at 
which loan money was curtailed and the 
State Government were unable to carry on 
their undertaking as they had done in the 
past. That was because of the wording of 
the War Service Land Settlement Agreemen,t. 

I have already placed my contention before 
the House and here is another instance where 
by an additional clause to the agreement the 
Commonwealth Government are again outside 
the Constitution of Australia and it is neces­
sary for us, as a State Government, to 
protect the rights of the people. 

In March of this year this Government put 
before the Commonwealth Government a com­
promise scheme under which war-service land 
settlement could be carried ont successfully. 
Under it the State Government would retain 
ownership of the land and would pay all 
costs of acquisition, whether by resumption 
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or agreement, ou condition that the Common­
wealth Goyernment would undertake to make 
available the finance necessary to establish 
ex-senice men on the land in Queensland. 
They were the only terms upon whicn this 
State Goverument could attempt to carry out 
war-service land settlement with any hope of 
success. That offer was rejected, on the 
oTound that the Loan Council had already 
~et, that the Commonwealth Government's 
commitments had already been decided for 
the year, and that under those circumstances 
the· scheme would have to wait for decision 
until 1953-54. 

We have been accused by the Opposition 
of letting down the ex-service men in this 
State, yet in March of this year the Com­
monwealth Goyernment rejected a proposal 
that would have enabled us to carry on with 
the settlement ot' ex-serYice men! We gave the 
Commonwealth Government an opportunity of 
proving that they were willing to meet their 
obligations to the ex-service men of Queens­
land and to honour the agreement they had 
made. They let the ex-service men down! 
We asked them to expend money that we had 
been asked to spend in previous years and 
which we had expended willingly, but they 
refused. 

'l'he number of ex-service men settled in 
Queensland is an important factor to con­
sider and it is interesting to note that this 
State Government haYe settled more ex-service 
men than any other State Government in the 
Commonwealth. Under all schemes, we have 
settled 649 ex-service men, the number of 
landless men settled by ballot alone being 429. 
AgRin, we are the only State in Australia to 
make available to 3,000 ex-service men 
settlers £5,500,000 free or interest and redemp­
tion over R period. We certainly have nothing 
to be ashRmed of in our war-service land 
settlement policy. No other State in the 
Commonwealth can claim to haYe done any­
thing equal to what we have done. Now we 
are asking the Commonwealth Government to 
agren to what we suggest is a reasonable pro­
posal but the Commonwealth Government say 
thev cannot accept it because they haYe 
already decided upon their commitments for 
this year. 

There is only one other matter to which 
I want to refer, and it is a subject that has 
been mentioned casually by hon. members 
opposite. I refer to the question of starting­
price betting. The policy that has been put 
before the people by the Government within 
the last 12 months is a wise one; it is for the 
people themselves to decide what shall be 
done. I am not a betting man; there are 
numerous other ways in which I can spend 
my money. I have seen betting-shops in the 
country; they always produce the undesirable 
element and in their wake follow unhappi­
ness, murder, suicide, and all the other 
crimes in the Criminal Code. I rlo not agree 
that starting-price betting should be allo_wed 
in any part of the State but I most certamly 
do not think it should be introduced into the 
metropolitan area. I am certain that the 
people living in the metropolitan area will 
reject it if there is a referendum on the 
subject. 

Hon. members opposite have on occasion, 
with smugness and self-satisfaction, mentio~ed 
the question of raising parliamentar_Y sala~res 
and allowances. A controversy 1s ragmg 
round this question in the newspapers; much 
doubt has been created in the minds of the 
people. This controversy is going on just 
before a Federal election and the newspapers 
and their political allies, the Liberal and 
Country Parties, have been so completely 
bankrupt of subjects upon which to attack 
Labour that they are endeavouring to mis­
lead the people of Queensland into believ~ng 
that we on this side of the House are nothmg 
but money-grabbers. 

I do not intend to deal at great length 
with the Tights or the wrongs of this ques­
tion. Suffice it to say that a great number 
of people do not realise that there . are 
metropolitan electorates of 90 square mrles, 
coming down in area to the smaller elec­
torates in Brisbane. Those electorates are 
just as arduous and as costly to represent 
as are some of the country electorates. It 
is necessary for a metropolitan member to be 
in the city at all times; he is as he should 
be at the beck and call of his people and 
it 'is necessary for him to spend consider­
ably more money at certain times of the 
year than it is f~r cm;mtry. members.. There 
is complete jusbiicatron m my mmd for 
allowances ranging up to £200. However, 
Opposition parties are attempti~g t_o use. th_is 
question as a lever to create drsumty wrthm 
the ranks of the Labour Party but I believe 
that party in Queensland is big enough to 
withstand any criticism and it is strong 
enough to bind itself together in a time of 
crisis. As has happened in the past, tht> 
Queensland branch of the Australian Labom 
Party will become more solid. :"nd more 
united in any disagreement or cnsrs. Let us 
go back to 1891, for instance, when the 
Australian Labour Party in this State was 
born. 

Mr. Aikens: So was I. 

::\Ir. LLOYD: The hon. member for 
Mundingburra was born in a ver;y: good year. 
However, I do not know whether, 1n the years 
since then, he has grown in the same way, or 
as creditably to the people of Queensland, as 
has the Labour Party. 

At that time the industrial struggle for 
freedom against the system of contract began, 
and round about that year there was the 
infamous Queensland National Bank scandal. 
Those are the things from which the Labour 
Party was born and since then it has con­
tinued to struggle against all forms of .corrup­
tion. Its members fought on occasrons at 
great disadvantage to themselves against the 
dictatorial attitude adopted by the Govern­
ment of that day and they have succeeded in 
building up within Queensland a party that 
has won the confidence of the people for 38 
years, and will continue to hold the confidence 
of the people. 

I assure hon. members opposite that the 
Labour Party is big e?-ough to withs~and any 
criticism. I am certam that there Will be no 
disunity within its ranks in Queensland, and 
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that the crisis that hon. members opposite 
talk about, and that their newspapers talk 
about, will be settled without any disunity 
and with great credit to the party in this 
State. 

llir. RJELKE-PETERSEN (Barambah) 
( 4.2 p.m.) : Mr. Deputy Speaker, I consider 
it my duty to compliment you and the 
members of your party on your return to 
office as the Government of this State. You 
have been returned with a substantial 
majority, but that of course does not add to 
the easiness of the task that confronts you 
and your POlleagnes, particularly as the post­
war boom period has passed and economic con­
ditions and things generally are settling 
down into more normal channels. We eau 
see this in the activities of the various 
departments of the, Government, which are 
curtailing their activities along certain 
avenues. \Ve see, for instance, the banning 
of overtime in the Railway Department and 
the dismissal of large numbers of men who 
previously found employment under contracts 
let by this Govemmeut for the erection of 
homes. 

All these things point to the need for the 
individual to realise that there are a responsi­
bility and an obligation upon him to curtail 
all unnecessary spending if he wishes to main­
tain the present standard of living in the com­
munity. At the same time, there is a tremen­
dous obligation on the Government to 
encourage people to conserve their funds to 
meet present-day conditions. That is why I 
have always condemned and criticised this 
Government, in that they have rather 
encouraged the people to dissipate many 
millions of pounds of the working man's 
money. They hold up before the people the 
hollow and the empty sham that if they con­
tribute to the Golden Casket they will help 
to finance the hospitals of Queensland and at 
the same time stand a big chance of winning 
a large sum of money. A Government who 
use such immoral avenues to raise their 
finances have sunk to the lowest levels, and 
nothing will ever convince me that it is not 
one of the greatest blots on our community 
life. It wa.s instituted, and is still sponsored, 
by the Queensland Labour Government, and 
if this Government are sincere in their oft­
repeated concern for the welfare of the 
people, they should take action to abolish this 
evil, which helps to destroy the incomes of 
countless thousands of peop_}e. 

The Government continue to take the view 
that they can extract enormous sums of 
money from the many and give them to the 
few. Over £5,500,000 has been contributed 
from the people's earnings towards the 
Golden Casket during the last 12 months. 
Then the Government talk against capitalism 
and about the emancipation of working 
people, the ordinary men and women in the 
community. How contradictory are the words 
of the Government on the one hand and 
their actions on the other! 

While this moral issue confronts the 
Government and has confronted it in the 
past there is also the low moral responsibility 
on the Government in respect of the universal 

practice of S.P. betting. We have a well­
organised and efficient Police Force and if 
the Government realised their responsibilities 
and had faced up to them they could have 
dealt with this matter instead of allowing 
it to develop to the extent that it has today. 

l\Ir. Aikens: Do you believe that every 
person who engages in S.P. betting is low 
and immoral~ 

l\Ir. BJELKE-PETERSEN: It is not in 
the best interests of the community. Through 
the Golden Ca;,ket and in other ways the 
Government have fostered the idea in the 
minds of countless pe.ople of the State that 
they can get something for nothing, failing to 
realise that that is impossible unless they 
get it at the expense of someone else. That 
is the attitude that has been allowed to 
permeate our State, until it has largely become 
part and parcel of the outlook of certain 
sections of our community. Their claims for 
wages and conditions are somewhat along the 
same lines, they are always striving to get 
something for nothing. 

l\Ir. Aikens: Then why does your party 
accept donations from S.P. bookmakers~ 

JUr. BJELKE-PETERSEN: I am not 
aware of that. 

Let us consider some of the benefits and 
some of the conditions that are granted in 
industry. I speak now about the men who 
work on the wharves, whose attitude must 
be described as a downright despicable 
attitude. In fact, it can be described as a 
criminal attitude in relation to other sections 
of the community, because they totally and 
utterly disregard the welfare of the individual 
in the community so far as costs and other 
aspects of our economy are concerned. Much 
the same can be said about many men who 
work at the abattoirs. Their attitude over 
the }'Cars has cost the State an incalculable 
amount. A month ago I met a grazwr who 
had 200 head of fat bullocks ready for 
marketing, but because of the uncertainty 
of industrial conditions and the tactics of the 
men at the abattoirs he held them back and 
the subsequent drought has compeiled him 
to keep them for another 12 months. I met 
another grazier who because of the tactics 
of the men at the abattoirs decided to spay 
five hundred of his breeders-another great 
loss He had no alternative. All this is the 
result of the Government's continued policy 
through the avenues that I have mentioned, 
and in other ways, of always letting the 
people think that thev are entitled to some­
thing for nothing, that they can get these 
benefits and that industry can continue to 
bear the strain. 

We observe how the Government's policy 
is gathering momentum amongst the people 
generally. Last year, at the behest of the 
unions, the Government introduced legislation 
to provide for long-service leave. · This was 
another considerable concession and no doubt 
a worthy one for men who work faithfully in 
industry. But here again we have repercus­
sions in many directions, first of all in 
industry that was called upon unexpectedly 
to bear another burden. Then therf' was 
repercussion among union leaders in 
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particular that no sooner had they got this 
concession than they were demanding it for 
men who worked a shorter period than that 
already prescribed and, indeed, long-service 
leave for men who work here and men who 
work there. 

I say it is time the Government adopted a 
realistic attitude and faced up to the posi­
tion. Now we have the spectacle of the 
Australian Council of Trade Unions seeking, 
not three months but six months every 20 
years restrospective long-service leave through­
out Australia. Although this application is 
made under a Pederal award-it will affect 
80,000 workers in Queensland-it is an indi­
cation of the drift that things are taking; 
and if granted it will send up our costs. I 
am one who believes that with the holidays 
and annual leave enjoyed by all in industry­
not primary producers-are all that could be 
desired but we cannot ke.ep on continually 
granting additional concessions if we are to 
face up in a realistic way to maintaining 
our standards of living and meeting our costs. 
And speaking of costs, we have Japan buying 
large. quantities of our commodities and 
aiming at being allowed to market her goods 
here. How eau we hope to meet that 
position~ 

The Government and the unions, through 
their constant demands for something for 
nothing, are doing nothing more nor less than 
building up a fool's pal'atlisc. Since the 
introllLJCtion ot' the 40-hour week, together 
with other concessions and Le:1efits granted 
by the Government, we have had the spiral­
ling of costs, and we have now reached the 
position where you can almost say that wages 
and conditions are getting out of proportion 
to the services rendered. 

A Government :Uember: You are doing 
well. 

iUr. BJELI{E-PETERSEN: I am not an 
advocate of lovver wages; I believe in good 
wages: and I definitely believe in a fair 
clay's work also. That is the only way in 
which we are going to meet costs and com­
pete with overseas commodities. I maintain 
that the Government cannot go on indefinitely 
granting further concessions as demanded if >Ye 
are to hope to meet the conditions that confront 
us now and that will confront ns in the 
immediate future. I go further and say that 
the unions are in the near future going to 
proYe to be the bigge~t enemy the worker has 
to rontoncl with because of the impossihlc 
position they are creating in industry as far 
as labour ancl services are concerned. 

\Ve know that the various union leaders, 
in an endeavour to justify their positions and 
hold power over the rank and file--

A Government I\Iember: You do not like 
them. 

Mr. B.JEI,KE-PETERSEN: I l1ave 
nothing against them. They are doing the 
people an injustice because of the hopcles~ 
position they are creating, and by c1emnnding 
more concessions and benefits-somethin~Y for 
nothing-they are virtually creating a nposi­
tion that will place us ancl thr Australinn 
people generally in a very difficult and 

dangerous plight. There must be some sem­
blance of balance between what is granted 
and services rendered. I speak with consider­
able experience and knowledge. In recent 
years primary industry has had to face over­
seas competition more and more. How can 
primary industry hope to do that and meet 
high prices for machinery, petrol and spare 
parts that are manufactured in Australia 
under Australian conditions~ 

Indeed the position becomes such that it 
is wellnigh impossible to meet competition 
because of the continued tendency for more 
concessions and more benefits to be given, 
in other words, as I have said, of getting 
something for nothing without creating addi­
tional output in return. 

Recently the Acting Premier spoke on the 
problem that is before our primary pro­
ducerR of meeting overseas competition. Of 
course, as all hon. members well know, our 
primary products are the backbone of our 
national wealth. I was very sorry indeed 
that the hon. gentleman omitted to make any 
reference to the basic reason for this diffi­
culty. Our primary producers work the 
hardest of any section in the community. 
The Acting Premier said nothing of the 
alarming costs of freight for our primary 
products on his railways which aTe conducted 
on a 40-hour week basis. 'l'heTe came to my 
mind the statement made by the hon. member 
for Nash in his speech, that the 40-honr week 
never cost this State anything. It was 
immediately obvious to me that the hon. 
member had never attempted to run a busi­
ness on his own and made a success of 1t 
but that obviously he had always been on the 
receiving end so far as remuneration is 
concerned. 

I maintain that the primary producers 
are doing an extraordinary job, considering 
all the aspects and angles that confront 
them today, and the increase in fares and 
freights is nothing more nor less than an 
additional tax imposed on all inland wealth­
producing activities. The recent increase in 
fares and freights is extremely drastic, par­
ticularly those in relation to livestock. 
I suggest that the hon. gentleman should 
never again make a public utterance 
about the need for primary producers 
to nmrl<et their commodities and goods 
on the competitive basis. His own depart­
ment is one of the worst offenders in 
preventing the realisation of the very thing 
he wishes to be achieved. I know the Acting 
Premier could say that he is running the 
railways on an economic basis. I commend 
him for that. Of course, he will say that he 
is faced with adjustments for increased wages 
but I can assure him there is a great need 
and a possibility of meeting the position 
rather from the angle of greater efliciency 
than that of increased freights. The hon. 
member for Nash spoke of n1Peting present­
clay costs with greater efficiency. A col­
league of mine sitting next to me whispered 
that he wondered whether the hon. member 
was referring to the railways of the Minister 
for Transport. I felt that he had something 
like that in his thoughts because there is 
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plenty of scope for greater organised 
effi~ie~cy. 'l'he tragedy is that today politics, 
as 1t 1s played, prevents the Acting Premier 
from taking the step suggested. Politics 
today no doubt prevents the Acting Premier 
from making any reference to the 40-hour 
week and its effect on the position. Being 
an astute man he realises this and the 
important part it has played in present-day 
costs. 

I frequently wonder, too, whether the 
Minister for Transport realises the sense 
of injustice and the resentment with which 
the country man views certain phases of his 
department, for instance the State Transport 
tax, whereby he is burdened with an addi­
~ion~l ~ax not borne by city interests. 'l'his 
1s h1ttmg the people and penalising them 
when they are already penalised by distance 
from and lack of amenities. The Minister 
for Transport does not realise how his policy 
tends to destroy rather than build up the 
inland areas. 

One of the many illustrations I could give 
of the way in which this policy retards pro­
gress and development is to be found in the 
fact that out near my place about 7 miles 
from Kingaroy, there is a 'great stack of 
split ironbark fence-posts. About 18 months 
or two years ago a western man came in 
and ordered them. When they were split, he 
came over to transport them out west but the 
local sergeant would not give him a permit. 
He said they would have to l>e transported bv 
the Kingaroy-Bell licensed motoT-transpoi~t 
service and then railed to Dalby and on to 
their destination. Had they been tmnsported 
by those methods, those posts would haYe 
cost almost as much as gold posts and the 
result was that they have be.en left lying 
where they are today. Of course the 
Minister will tell us that he has to' have 
money to huiW and maintain our roads but 
the tragedy of it is that we. get so little 'work 
for the money we pay. Prices of iron, steel, 
and other things needed for road construe· 
tion are so high that the moneys available 
seem to go comparatively nmvhere. The 
Government call out continually for more 
and more money, but rarely do we. hear them 
urging that we should have more for the 
money we pay. Why do they not. start a 
campaign of _endeavouring to get more for 
the money pmd ~ 

JUr. lUnUer: And they should make 
l>etter use of what they have got. 

Mr. BJELKE-PETERSEN: They cer­
tainly should. I see that the Secretary for 
Labour and Industry is in the Chamber and 
while I have the gre.atest respect for him I 
do hope that he realises what further impact 
the granting of additional long-service leave 
benefits for shorter pe.riods and other con­
eessions demanded by unions will have on 
our economy and the cost of things in general. 
Of course, we know the position the Govern· 
me.nt are in when it comes to standing up 
to demands made by the unions. Recently 
we had the spectac'e of seeing the Q.C.E. 
taking unto itself the right to direct thiR 
Governme.nt in relation to salaries and 
allowances of members of this Parliament 

and aldermen of the Brisbane City Council. 
At first I thought that the Q.C.E. was going 
to ask the Government to set up an entirely 
inde.pendent tribunal, and I should have 
agreed with that, and again I appeal to the 
Acting Premier and the Government, even 
at this late stage, to consider the position that 
we are in with relation to the public on this 
issue. 

Jllr. SIJat'kes: It would be better to 
appeal to the Q.C.E. than to the Government. 

1\Ir. BJELKE-PETERSEN: It would seem 
so. This is just another outstanding example 
of how the Government are run and by whom 

· they are run, and it is time the people of 
the State realised the methods by which 
many ot' our laws are made. It is time they 
realised that the decisions are made not by 
the elected representatives of the people but 
by certain men who, by virtue of the position 
they hold and the number of votes they 
control, can direct the Government. That is 
why we on this side have always claimed 
that this Government are not working in the 
interests of the people at all. It is obvious 
that they are union-controlled and for that 
reason we shall never have the progress and 
development that is necessary to bring this 
State to full prosperity. No-one on the 
Government side can deny that they are 
union-controlled and we all know that unions 
think and act only along the one line. They 
have no regard for costs. They arc always 
striving to get something foT nothing, and 
a great State like this cannot be built on 
that foundation. 

JUr. A. J ones: And the employer on the 
other hand is trying to get labour as cheaply 
as he can. 

lllr. BJELKE-PETERSEN: I realise that 
is an angle also. 

\!Ve, have rrached the stage at which 
unions have created an impossible position 
in the matter of meeting outside competition 
on our great export markets, and it is time 
the Government took a firm stand in Tegard 
to grnnting further concessions to members 
of unions. I am not opposed to unionism 
as such l>ut we haye the position today that 
it is compulsory for a man who is not 
LabOlu-minded to pay into union funds. 
Furthermore, we have A.L.P. branches re­
sorting for the raising of funds to the use 
of chocolate >Yheels with cash prizes. That 
practice is making the branches sink to a low 
C'bb morally. I do not know whether the 
Attorney-General grants permits for running 
these chocolate wheels but it is showing a 
supposedly great organisation in a very poor 
light indeed morally. 

Unions are not interested in costs but 
excessive costs are having a detrimental effect 
upon the community and it is high time that 
a GoYernment came into power who were not 
bound hand ancl foot to unions. At union 
request the Government introduced a 40-honr 
week anrl at the time of its introduction 
the late Premier painted a very rosy picture 
of happy homes amid plenty and prosperity. 
A part from the. aspect of increased cost the 
measure has given the opportunity to many 
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people to while away their time in hotels, 
and today we have the unthinkable iigure of 
£146,000,000 being spent in Australia in 
the consumption of liquor, a sum virtually 
equivalent to what is spent on social services 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

I was amazed to read an article in the Press 
that the Secretary for Labour and Industry 
intended to bring down an amendment to 
the law to prevent people, on being granted 
three months' long-service leave, from utilis­
ing their time profitably. I should be happy 
if the Minister would contradict that state­
ment but according ~to the article these 
persons haYe to spend their holiday doing 
nothing, yet we \Yere told that the granting 
of long-service was supposed to be in the 
interests of the people,. If that is so nothing 
is further from the truth. 

lUr. Burrows: They are supposed to 
ha Ye three months' rest. 

Mr. BJELKE-PETERSEN: Many people 
could not afford to be idle for so long. One 
can imagine a man after three months' doing 
nothing losing contact with his work, and 
that is the position he will be in when he 
is again re-employed. I say that if these 
people \Yish to work they should be allowed 
to do so. Australia is a young nation ami 
there are avenues for those who are prepared 
to work and put their shoulders to the wheel. 

I say to the Secretary for Public Instruc­
tion that the construction of school residences 
in country areas is a matter of great urgency. 
I think he realises it, bnt he should use his 
endeavours with his colleagues to bring it 
a bout. When one, thinks of all the homes 
the Government are building for people in 
and a bout the cities one is shocked to think 
of the schools in country areas without 
residences. I was informed that in the whole 
of the M urgon shire there "·as only one 
school residence, that at Jl.1urgon itself. We 
have, for example, several closely-settled dis­
tricts in my electorate, Cloyna and Fairdale 
included, and in one instance the teacher has 
to travel many miles to live in an old, 
dilapidated farm residence that nobody else 
will live in. He has been doing that for years. 
Surely, \Yhen the Government are building 
State homes in the various country towns, at 
lo,ast some of them could be alloted to 
schools~ 

I have sought to summarise the present­
day position as I see it, by showing how the 
trend of events to come is evident in the 
actions of the Government themselves in cur­
tailing expenditure in different avenues, how 
the Government in many respects are 
insincere in helping the public to meet the 
present-day trends by failing to encourage 
them to economise, but rather are helping 
them to squander their money, not in 
hundreds of thousands of pounds but in 
millions of pounds, through the Golden 
Casket, how they are tragically lacking in 
their responsibility to curb S.P. betting, 
which has reached alarming dimensions, and 
hm1· this gambling spirit the Government 
have fostered has encouraged the people to 
think always in terms of getting something 
for nothing, getting more concessions or more 

benefits without offedng anything in return. 
I have sought to point out to the Government 
that the stage has long since been reached 
where it is impossible to keep on giving into 
the demands the unions continually place 
before the Government. The Government 
must face up to the position regarding home 
markets and overseas markets in the future. 

1\Ir. A Jones: You will have to talk to 
Mr. ::WcEwen about that. 

lUr. BJELKE-PETERSEN: That is a 
different angle from the one along which I 
am speaking. 

Costs are now so high that it is well-nigh 
impossible to compete with overseas prices 
for the great export commodities on which 
our economic welfare depends. I have 
brought before the Government's notice the 
fact that, through their milways and the 
increases that have recently been made, they 
have further greatly aggravated the position, 
and how I believe that much of the need for 
further increases could have been met by 
greater efficiency throughout the service. 

I have urged upon the Minister for Transport, 
whom I respect-he extends all the courtesy 
and help that he can-that the State Trans­
port Act particularly should be reviewed in 
an endeavour to remoyc some of the burden 
on country people. 

I have reminded the House, although I 
know it is unnecessary, how the Q.C.E. 
largely runs this Government and is the 
power behind the scenes. The people of this 
State must c•ventually realise that this is not 
in their interests. 

With the alarming drink bill of our State 
and Commonwealth, these are issues to which 
the Government should give careful thought 
and consideration. There is much that they 
can ancl should do to overcome the problems 
to \Yhich I have referred. 

Debate, on motion of Mr. J. R. Taylor, 
adjourned. 

The House adjourned at 4.35 p.m. 




