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TUESDAY, 18 AUGUST, 1953. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. J. H. Mann, 
Brisbane) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

MEMBERS SWORN. 

MESSRS. G. F. R. NICKLIN AND 
W. B. J. G. SPARKES. 

Messrs. Gcorge Francis Reuben Nicklin and 
Waiter Bere.sford J ames G01·don Sparkes, 
having taken the oath of allegiance and 
subscribed the roll, took their seats as 
members for the electoral districts of 
Landsborough and Aubigny respectively. 

DEATH OF Mr. D. FARRELL. 

MO!l'ION OF CONDOLENCE. 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba­
Acting Premier) (11.3 a.m.), by leave, 
IYithout notice: I move-

" 1. That this House desires to place on 
record its sense of the loss this State has 
sustained by the. death of David Fan·ell, 
Esq., member for the electoral district of 
Maryborough, and Chairman of Committees. 

'' 2. That Mr. Speaker be requested to 
convev to the widow of the deceased 
gentleman the above resolution together 
with an expression of the sympathy and 
sorrmv of tlJG members of the Parliament 
of Queensland in the loss she has 
sustained.' ' 

~Ir. Farrell was elected for the electoral 
district of Ilfaryborough at the general 
election on 2 April, 1938. He served through 
the 28th, 29th, 30th, 31st and 32nc1 Pm·lia­
ments and 1vas re-elected to the present 
33rd Parliament. 

He was appointed a Temporarv Chairman 
of Committees on 13 January, 1943. He 
servecl as Government 'Whip from 24 April, 
1944, to 30 .June, 1950. He was Temporary 
Chairman of Committees from 2 August, 
1900, to 28 August, 1950, and was appointed 
Acting Chairman of Committees on 29 August, 
19G0, and served in that ca):acity until 
4 October. 1050. He became Chairman of 
Committees on 10 October, 1950, ancl held 
that office to the date of his death on Monday, 
17 August, 1953. 

I think all hon. members IYi!l agree with 
me that we were profound!:· shocked yester­
daY to learn of the untimelv death of 
l,[,:. Farrell. I was talkinrr to l1im late lnst 
IYeek aucl he indic:1ted his' desire and wish 
to join us in the cli1me;· that was being 
tendered to the GoYcrnor-Gcncml last evening, 
a11cl it \Yas ve1T sad indeed to learn that he 
collnpsccl on his w.t;· to c·lteh the traiu to 
come down ];ere to discharge his normal 
l'tnliaHJenbl'.)' clutie.s. 

I think all members of the House will 
ag,·ee with me when I say that Mr. J!'anell 
was perhaps one of the best-liked members 
of this Parliament. Xot only was he popular 
with membe,rs of his own party but he 
enjoyed the respect and confidence of 
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members of the Opposition as well. He was 
possessed of a courteous and kindly natme 
and to my kno,Yledge he ne.ver said an unkind 
,or untrno word of anybody and his cheery 
smile and his pleasant manner will be very 
sadly missed by ns all. 

As member for the electoral district of 
~1aryborongh he served his constitnency 
couscientionslv and ''"ell. Undoubtedly he 
'YflS one of tlie most diligent members of this 
House. No problem in the interests of his 
constituents was too small or too big for him. 
He was a man of no pretensions. Indeed, it 
\Yas a common sight in Maryborongh to see 
him cycling along the streets to meet hi~ 
constituents or to attell(l to some require­
ment of that electorate. 

In man~- way6 :\Ir. Pnrre1l '"as a, unique 
char:1eter. To me as a ;\linistcr~and other 
!llinisters ''"ill bear out wlwt I say-when 
representations '"ere submitted by him one 
fe't thnt he had a wry close pe.rsonal and 

.<:>Ye" financial interest in the "·hole. of 

. ,_:, vL:•rough itself, because instead of 
~sking for a concession for IV alkers Ltd., or 
'Tyne & Sons. or IYilwn Hart & Co., the other 
brgc sawmill up there, he would invariabl.v 
sav. "\Vc ,,-;mt this done" or "This will 
be.lp us.'' He linked himself with ever.v 
representation for the development not only 
of C\f;trvhorongh, but th0 surromtding district 
also. He brought a bustling zest and a deep 
sincerity to his parliamentary duties that I 
think was unsurpassed hy an~· other member. 

;\[r. Panel! "·as not perhaps gifted with 
rowers of orator.,- but he possessed a 'vide 
l:nowled:ce of many problems :1ml he spoke 
with deep sincerity and conYictio'l on all 
matters. \\"hen he was honourerl bv the 
memhe.m of this H on·~ hy hPing appointer] 
to tl1e ol!ice of Chninnan of Committees and 
Deputy Spcrrkcr, he sho1vecl thnt he was an 
impartial adjudicator in rlehate, '"as ahYays 
firm and Tarely 'nts ruffierl, and on all 
occasions IYns e:dm in all ldnr:ls of situations. 
Hp 1Yns not, as I said before, of :1n o•cten­
tations character anc1 because of his modesty, 
nwny people felt that he did not perhaps 
kn·o n 1viae understanding of pndinmentrrry 
['rocedure, ·which indeed he lwd. In 
con1·er:mtion with him on a point that might 
lHn·e arisen in tl1is House he displayer! a 
J.:nmYler1ge of the Standing Orders far in 
excess of that of many -men who han~ 
uenpicd thnt important office. In any event, 
his calm mmmer in the chair ancl his 
jntpartln Et,v won for hin1 the re.)pcct of 
n~enliJers of holh side< of the Hon ,p anrl 
:<; a result there ""·" nhYnys prompt obedience 
of Lis ,.a rious <lee io,ions. 

In war, ns in pence, thP lnte DavC' "P1 arrP1l 
SL'JTCtl his country f:~ithfullv nnd 11·oll. Ho 
',t'tTerl four ve:ns. \Yith the J.'irst A.I.F. and 
\Yns nlwnvs · hnpp~· to be associated with 
rctn: ne d. rne'l tlt their Yarious reunions. Tie 
"·as :1ppo~ntecl to the District Council of the 
Returnerl Sailors Soldiers and Airme11 's 
Imperial Lc:.~g11C of Australia and attended 
many of its meetings. He enjoyed being a 
delegate on the eouncil for his fellow 
Diggers i,t J\im-y boroaglt anrl the surrounding 
districts. 

Mr. Farrell was born in Eidsvold in 1891 
and he moved with his family to Howard in 
1905 and liYed there, except for his four 
years on war se.rvice, until of course his 
ultimate elevation to Parliament, when he 
transferred his residence to Maryborough. 
By trade, like another illustrious Australian 
who gave his life serving his country, the 
late. Davo :E'arrell ,vas an engine-driver. He 
was an energetic member of several organisa­
tions and was secretarY of the Hon-arcl 
branch of the I<'ederated "':r;ngine-Drivers and 
}'iremen 's Union, president of the Mary­
bomugh Industrial Council, secretary of the 
Hmvanl branch of the A.L.P. which he 
formed, secretary of the Burrum Disb·ict 
Meclical .\ssociation, a member of the 
i\fan-boraugh Hospitals Board, secretary of 
the ·local -golf club, and auditor of the 
Ifo1>nrd branch of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A. He 
'"as a man of intense public spirit who not 
m1ly att<'!ll1ed 1liligently to. his parl.ian:en· 
tarv cluties hut also gave lanshly of l11s tlmc 
anrl il hility to these aml many other organis:.t· 
tions . 

It can he truthfully said of Dave Farrell 
that he g:ne his life in the setY'cc of his 
fello,y-men, and knowing him as I dirl, I 
]mow that he would \vish for no other 
critaph. 

T am a11·are that it is not the desire of hon. 
members that we should spend a great cleal of 
time eulogising the mm;y qualitie' of ~he. late 
Davc Fan·ell, because for all of us tlns 1s an 
occasion of ,-ery great sadness. IV e reali~e 
that it is another indication of the toll that 1s 
1 eing taken of public men. vVe !tea~ much 
critic·ism todav of the allegeclly easy hves of 
members of ··Parliament, bnt any parli~­
mcntarian who serves his constitutents and lns 
constituency as faithfully and" as diligently 
as the lnte Mr. Fan·ell,' does so only at a 
hc"tYJ mental and ph;·sical cost. He was at 
all times a Yery conscientious man, and when 
we remember that only a few days ago >Ye saw 
him in this Assembly, '"e realise how suddenly 
death can strike one clown. Therefore, we 
meet today with very genuine feelings of 
sarhte's especially because the event happened 
so n•n•ntly. Yery freqPently these, messages 
of ronilolcnce are moYecl some weeks, or even 
months, after the memlJer has passed a,,va,y, 
and then perhaps, because of the passage of 
time theY ha,·e not the same degree of sadness 
for us r;s they do when they are moved just 
aftrr the eYcnt. 

\Ve are all genuinely sorry to learn of the 
death of the late Mr. Farrell, and we extend 
to :\I'"''· Farrell anrl the sorrowing relatives 
our deep sympathy in the gnwe loss they have 
sustained. I suggest that, as a mark of 
respect to tl1e memor.'· of the late Mr. :E'arrell, 
the House might susuencl the sitting till 2.15 
this aftemoon. 

}Lr. NICRLIN (Lanclsborough~Leader 
of the Opposition) (11.12 a.m.): In seconding 
the motion of condolence to the widow of the 
late DaYe Farrell moYed by the Acting 
Prc'Jnier, I should like to associate all 
of the Opposition with the motion. Like 
all members of the House, we were deeply 
grieved and shocked to hear of his untimely 
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end. I met the late Dave Farrell in this House 
only last week-in fact, I believe we were the 
only two members in the House at the time­
and at that time he seemed to be full of energy 
and was looking forward with a great de.al 
of anticipation to the session that was ahead 
of us. Unfortunately, we do not know what 
is to be our lot from day to day, and this 
House and this State have suddenly suffered 
the great loss caused by his passing. 

As the Acting Premier has said, Mr. Farrell 
filled very many positions in this Parliament, 
in all of which he was particularly conscien­
tious in carrying out his duties. He was of 
a very friendly disposition and his sincerity 
was undoubted. He was, as the Acting 
Premier has said, liked and respected by 
every hon. member in this House. As a 
political opponent he was particularly fair, 
and we always admired him for the way in 
which he advocated his cause without in anv 
way introducing undesirable elements int~ 
any argument that he might be putting forth. 

The late Dave Farrell was a particularly 
hard worker for his electorate, and all of us 
\Yho knew him and his activities in his own 
electorate realised that he was always on 
the job. No doubt, the great deal of 
time and eno,rgy that he put into his 
electoral work contributed in some part 
towards his untimely death, and mHloubtedly 
the electorate of Maryborough owes him much 
for the great deal of work that he di(l on its 
behalf. 

As the Acting Premier has said, the late 
Dave Farrell sened his country well for four 
years in the first ·world War, and he never 
forgot his Digger cohbers. At all times he 
took a great interest in their affairs and he 
w~s always ready to help any Digger who 
m1ght have encountered a little hit of trouble 
or strife. He was a good friend to us also, 
and we shall certainly miss him much. As 
the Acting Premier has said, the shock has 
been greater because his death occurred at a 
time when this House was in active session. 

I conclude by saying that his \Yorks and 
record will speak for themselves. We regret 
his passing- very much indeed and we extend 
to his widow and family our deepest 
sympathy and condolences. 

Motion agreed to, hon. members standing 
in silence. 

JUr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the 
dc.sire of hon. members and as a mark of 
respect to the memOTy of the late David 
Farrell, the sitting will be suspended until 
2.15 o'clock this afternoon. 

I shall resume the chair at 2.15 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair at 2.15 p.m. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 1. 

ASSEXT REPOR'l'ED BY MR. SPEAKER. 

ME~fBER SWORN. 

MR. G. KEYATTA. 

Mr. George Keyatta, having taken the oath 
of allegiance and subscribed the roll, took his 
seat for the electoral district of Townsville. 

QUESTIONS. 

ACCESS TO :M ARIAN "\VEIR WATER. 

Mr. EV ANS (Mirani) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands and Irrigation-

'' In view of the fact that many farmers 
who desire to use the water impounded by 
the Marian Weir for irrigation purposes 
are prevented from doing so because their 
properties are separated from the river by 
other farms on the banks thereof, because 
they have no means of access to the river, 
will he kindly advise whether a right to 
such access can be obtained under existing 
legislation and, if not, will he kindly intro· 
duce suitable legislation for the purpose of 
remedying such defect?'' 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Belyando) replied-
'' A right to access to a stream by a non­

riparian owner cannot be obtained under 
existing legislation. Consideration is being 
given to the introduction of amending 
legislation to provide for such access, under 
suitable safeguardR.'' 

PROPOSED .lliACKAY-NEBO RAILWAY. 

lUr. EVANS (Mirani) asked the Acting 
Premier-

'' Referring to his answer to my question 
on 19 September, 1951, has the investi­
gation by the Bureau of Investigation into 
the railway from Mackay to Nebo yet been 
completed? If so, will he kindly lay a 
copy of the Bureau's report on the table 
of the House~'' 

Hon. .J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

'' Owing to the short sighted financial 
poliey of the present Commonwealth Govern­
ment it ·would be futile to even consider 
the possibility of providing the necessary 
finance for a project of this nature at 
present, and the investigation has therefore 
been temporarily halted.'' 

Coc.nrONWEALTH RoAD GRANTS. 

::IIr. KERR (Sherwood), for lUr. 
BJELKE-PETERSEN (Nanango), asked 
the Minister for Transport-

'' In each of the past five financial years, 
what amount wa~ received from the 
Commonwealth towards Queensland roads~'' 

Hon. J, E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

'' Receipts from the Commonwealth Gov­
ernment during the past ilve years have 
lwPn ns follows :-1948-1949, £1,316,311; 
1949-1950, £1,693,567; 1950-1951, 
£2,G83.763; 1951-1952, £3,141,561; 1952-
1953, £2,168,301.'' 
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OCCUPATIONAL CENTRES FOR INEDUCABLE 

CHILDREN. 

:ilir. DEWAR (Chermside) asked the 
Secretary for Health and Home Affairs-

'' With reference to my question of 
7 November last year regarding the 
establishment of occupational centres for 
ine<lucab!e children, will he kindly advise 
progress in this matter~'' 

Hon. W. lU. MOORE (Merthyr) replied-
" J neducable children fall into two main 

groups, those in the care of their parents 
and relatives in their home, and those in 
Mental Hospitals. The children in Mental 
Hospitals, hy reason of their being grouped 
together under the care of trained 
psychiatrists, provide the opportunity for 
exploratory work for their oc!'.upational 
training. Classes have been established in 
Ipswich Mental Hospital. Psychologists 
from the Psychiatric Clinic are observing 
this work with a view to ascertaining its 
value and the progress made. A further 
stage will have been reached with the com­
pletion of a building to house 70 boys in 
close proximity to the farm at the Goodna 
Mental Hospitrrl. This buil<ling is well 
under way, and will be the nucleus of a 
farm colony for ineducable boys, where 
they will receive instruction in dairying 
and farming. The information and results 
obtained from these two projects will 
provide valuable information for the 
formation of future plans.'' 

GUARANTEES FOR EXCURSIQ;-;r TRAINS, 

MOUNT ISA. 

Mr. CHALK (Lockyer) asked the 
Minister for Transport-

'' 1. ls it a fact that the Railway 
Department regularly provides an excursion 
train, without a request for guarantee, to 
convey children from Dajarra and Duchess 
to the Mount Isa May Day Celebrations1 

'' 2. Is it also a fact that when this 
year the Mount 1 sa Mny Day Conllltittec 
decided to hold a combined celebr;;tion 
with the Mount I sa Coronation Celpbrn tion 
Committee on Coronation Day, the excursion 
tn1in \Yas refused by the department unless 
the committee put up a guai·antee of £57 7 

'' il. If so, will he explain why his depart­
ment should give l\fay Day pmferc~nti:1l 

treatment over the celebration of the 
Coronation of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth I I.~" 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

''1. No. 

"2. Yes. 

"3. See 1 and 2." 

OVERSEAS INVESTORS, BOWEN STEEL WOR.KS. 

Mr. COBURN (Burdekin) asked the 
Acting Premier-

'' In reference to his answer, on 
26 November, 1952, to my question relative 
to the establishment of iron and steel 
works at Bowen,-

'' 1. Has the examination of the repnrt 
furnished by Professor White relative 
to a new process for the manufacture 
of steel been completed? 

'' 2. If so, ·will he kindly lay a copy 
on the Table of the House for the 
information of hon. member.s rmd others 
who may he interested in this matter f 

'' 3. If the examination of f'Heh revert 
has been completed what act10n hr,s been 
taken to bring it under the notice of 
investors and others who migil~ pnssibly 
be interested in the estab1i«lncJPnt of the 
iron and steel works in question?'' 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

'' 1. The report by Professor White has 
been presented to the Committee for 
examination, and recommendations are 
being made as to field investigations of 
natural resources of iron ore in the State 
as a preliminary to fmther examination. 

"2. As the report is a confidential docn· 
ment. it is not considered desirable that 
its c0ntents should be made public. 

'' 3. The Premier, whilst overseas, pro­
posed to take the opportunity to bring 
under the notice of interested parties in 
Britain, the possibility of the est a hlishment 
of iron and steel works in Queensland.'' 

LOANS AND SUBSIDIES TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

Mr. V. E. JONES (Callide) asked the 
Treasurer-

'' 1. Will he kindly supply the figures 
for 1952-53 relating to loans and subsidies 
to local authorities, corresponding with 
those supplied for previous years~ 

'' 2. Of the total amounts of subsidies, 
re.spectively, what was the total amount 
paid from (a) consolidated revenue, and 
(b) loan fund~ 

Hon. A. JONES (Charters Towers­
Secretary for Labour and Industry), for 
Hon. E. J. W ALSH (Bundaberg) replied­

'' The information is being prepared.'' 

0VERTDfE, POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

lUr. }fULLER (Fassifern) asked the 
Secretary for Labour and Industry-

'' \Vhat was the amount of overtime 
paid in the Police 'Department in (a) 
1951-1952 and (b) 1952-1953~" 

Hon. A. JONES (Charters Towers) 
replied-

" (a) £423,069 for Police personnel, 
£1,996 for Public Service staff, total 
£425 065; (b) £131,618 for Police 
pers~nnel £67 4 for Public Service staff, 
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total £132,292. The amounts paid to 
Police personnel include payment for 
statutory holidays which attract doul_>le 
time and flat rate payments to Police 
employed at one-man and two-man 
stations.'' 

OVERTIME, RAILvYAY DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. MULLER (Fassifern) asked the 
"Minister for Transport-

'' What was the amount of overtime 
paid in the Railway Department in 
1952-1953 ~ '' 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

'' Revenue, £1,651,512; loan, £101,096; 
total, £1,752,608.'' 

PAPERS. 

The following paper was laid on the table, 
:and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Police Investment Board for 
the year 1952. 

The following papers were laid on the 
<table:-

Regulation under the Sewerage, Water 
Supply and Gasfitting Act of 1949. 

Orders in Council ( 3) under the Sewerage, 
Water Supply and Gasfitting Acts, 19·19 
to 1951. 

"Ordinances ( 8) under the City of Brisbane 
Acts, 1924 to 1952. 

Regulations (10) under the Apprentices 
and Minors Acts, 1929 to 1948. 

Regulation under the University of Queens­
land Acts, 1909 to 1941. 

"Order in Council under the Libraries Acts, 
J 943 to 1949. 

Orders in Council under-
The Abattoirs Acts, 1935 to 1949. 
'J'he Sugar Experiment StatiOJ:!S Acts, 

1900 to 1952. 

.Regulations under-
The Diseases in Plants Acts, 1929 to 

1948. 
The Sugar Experiment Stab;ns Act~, 

1900 to 1952. 
HegulRtions (2) under the Health Arts, 

1937 to 1949. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESUMP'riON OF DEBATE. 

Debate resumed from 5 August (see p. 24) 
•on Mr. Diplock 's motion for the adoption of 
the Address in Reply. 

llir. NICKLIN (Landsborough-Leader 
,of the Opposition) ( 2.32 p.m.) : At the outset 
I should like to take the opportunity of con­
gratulating you, Mr. Speaker, on being elected 
Speaker of this Assembly. J\rdglng from your 
record, you have fully earned that high hono'ur 
and I know that you will add dignity to the 
position during your occupancy of the Chair 
in the current session. 

The Speech with which His Excellency was 
pleased to open Parliament is not a very 
inspiring document but I should like to take 
the opportunity of expressing to him our 
appreciation of the down-to-earth !lllanner in 
which he referred to the problems of develop­
ment in this State and particularly of his 
introductory remarks in which he mentions 
the great need in Australia to find fighters 
and producers in the near future. His 
Excellency has shown that he realises the 
problems that we have to solve and no doubt 
he has learned of them from his close atten­
tion to his duties as he travels throughout the 
State and meets various sections of producers 
and the people generally. He has come to 
know our problems and is deserving of our 
thanks for the way in which he carries out 
his duties as the representative of Her 
Majesty the Queen in this State. 

It is easy to see what is going to be the 
patteyn of the speeches of hon .. members 
opposite during this session. They mtend to 
do as they have done in the past, endeavour­
ing to dodge their responsibilities and pa~s 
the buck to someone else. Already today, m 
answer to several questions the Acting Premier 
has said that the 1 Government would not be 
able to go on with certain projects in Queens­
land because the Commonwealth Government 
would not give them more money, and so on. 
Is it not time the Labour Government, who 
have occupied the Treasury benches . for so 
manv years now should accept theu own 
responsibilities a~d not endeavour to pass 
them on to somebody elseW 

I do not propose at this stage to go into 
Commonwealth-State financial matters. They 
were tlealt with during the debate on the 
Appropriation Bill when th_e hon. member 
for Fassifm n showed conclus1vely that under 
the Mcnzies-Fadden Government the increased 
Cor,;monwealth contributions to Queensland 
have been proportionately much greater. t~an 
the increases in wages and the deprec1at1on 
in tl1e Yalue of the pound during their term 
of office. 

No Government with any sense of respon­
sibility or a]Jpreciation of realities. of the 
position today could make the clauns the 
Government make, in view of the fact that 
despite the Commonwealth GoYel·nment 's 
taking over certain State functions, such as 
income taxati·Jn and employment, the num­
ber of State employees paid from Consoli­
datcJ Revenue increased between 30 June, 
1939 and 30 June 1952 from 29,307 to 
43,077; and in 1952-53 the Queensland Go_v­
ermHPilt 1rere able to finance a record rall-
1\"a}" deiieit of £4,401,951, and yet finish the 

""i'.h n surplus of £190,891. Despite this 
niggarilly treatment, the Govern­

have had 14 surpluses in the past 15 
so they have not been 
so all by the Common-
Go,·ernmcni. 'l'he Government seem 

lil<.e the Gyppos, who ask for 40 
an n; ticle worth only five in the 

they will get ten for it. 

Looking at the Governor's Speech, which 
after all should be an indication of the 
Government's programme, we find it is as 
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barren of legislative promises as the Govern­
ment's record of achievements in the past . 
.,\1 ot a single major item of legislation is 
iisted. This is typical of the contemptuous 
way in which the Government treat the 
people of this State. They have come back 
from the 1·ecent election drunk with success 
because of the large majority they got, a11d 
they have been contemptuous of the people, 
who after all are the masters. Are not the 
people entitled to know something of the 
Government's legislative programme when a 
new Parliament opens 'I But what do we 
find 1 We find mention of a few tidc1ly­
winking Bills but no mention of any con­
troversial subjects such as starting-price bet­
ting, salary grabs, or other conte.ntious mat­
ters. These things will possibly be pulletl out 
of the hat later on. If the GO\·emment had anv 
sense of their responsibility to the people 
they would let it be known at the opening 
of the se'"sion what their legislative propo­
sals were. 

Let me refer to one of the things not men­
tioned in the Governor's Speech, the proposed 
raid on the Treasury by hon. members oppo­
site to increase their sal:uies. Never in the 
political history of this State has there been 
such a disgusting exhibition of a complete 
disregard of democratic principles as was 
shown by hon. meml.Jers opposite in the pro­
posed salary grab. Even before this House 
assembled-before hon. members were sworn 
in-hon. membc>rs cf the Government party 
started to carve up the spoils, and they 
could not agree among themselves. They 
squabbled as to what the amount should be. 

~fight . I remind you :Mr. Speaker, that 
this sess10n comes just after an election 
nnd at that election not one single word 
of this proposed raid on the Treasmy was 
uttered by hon. members opposite. {f any 
one of the hon. members opposite had been 
asked during the election on whether he 
would increase parliamentary salaries, 
"·ould he have saitl ''Yes''? I guarantee 
not. But nO\\ that they are, safely returned 
YYith a very large majority they hop in for 
their cut. Is there any political morality 
among hon. meml-ers opposite when they 
would clo such a thing as that-make no 
mention of such a thing during the election 
but \.ithin a few \Yecks tllereafter do what 
the) have done? 

}fr. Speaker, if :my alteration in pm·lia­
mentary saladcs is warranted, why uot do 
it the right way? Why not do it the way 
that nerybody el.'e in this S~ate is com­
pelled to take when he seeks an innease 
in his remuneration? Just as wo;·ke;·s go 
to the Industrial Court, \\'hy should not hon. 
mcmLers in this Chamber go to 80llle 
indepe-ndent tribunal that would im·estig:;tc 
~nd report on this very important question. 
If tlwt action had been bken, there Yvoulcl 
not have been any objection from the public 
of this State or from hon. members on this 
cJide. When we on this side went before the 
people of this State we gave an undertaking 
in our policy speech that there would be no 
alteration in parliamentm·:;~ sala,ries or 
allowances without reference to an inde.pend­
ent tribunal. (Government interjections). 

But hon. members opposite would not 
approach this subject in a straightforward 
way like that; rather would they, now that 
they are safely ensconced on the Tre,asury 
benches, hop in for their cut. 'rhey say, ''No, 
we will not do it the proper way; we will 
make sure of it now.'' The ele.ctors, accord­
ing to hon. members opposite, are only big 
mugs. 

Government Ill embers: No. 

Mr. NICKLIN: The electors in this State 
are not going to forget this. No single 
action in recent years has so tended to 
bring Parliament and parliamentarians into 
disrepute as this raid on the, TTeasury con­
templated by hon. members opposite. This 
move is a dangerous sort of move to make at 
a time like this when democracy and 
democratic institutions are being challenge.d 
all over the worlcl. It should be the object 
of hon. members of this Parliament to uphold 
the dignity of Parliament and to offset the 
tendency that we fiml in the, people at the 
present time to speak in deToga tory terms 
of Parliament and parliamentarians. This 
action of hon. members opposite has made a 
major contribution toYvard that feeling among 
the people,. (Government interjections). 

'J'he attitude of the Opposition is quite 
clear on this q:1estion. (Government inter­
jections.) 

::\Ir. SPEAKER: Order! I ask hon. 
members to allow the hon. gentleman to 
make his spe.ech without interruption. 

Mr. NICKLIN: As I was saying, the 
Opposition's attitude on this question is 
quite clear: W c will never vote for legis­
lation to increase parliamentary salaries 
unless there has first been an inquiry by an 
impartial tribunal. 

Let us have an impartial tribunal headed 
by a judge from outside this State. That is 
the Opposition's attitude, and I take this 
opportunity of making it known to the public. 

Let us look now at the unimposing legisla-­
tive programme of the Government as recorded 
in His Excellency's Speech. It is interesting 
to note that the Governor's Speech contains 
no mention of any legislation having for its 
object the tackling of the great problems con­
fronting this State at the moment. One of 
the greatest problems facing us at the present 
time is how we can give some practical help to 
our primary industries to enable them to 
make the contributions to the economv of the 
nation that are necessary to maintain 'it. Our 
primary industries have a tremendous job to 
do, not only in meeting the world's demand 
for food but also in maintaining Australia's 
economy. If they are not able to play their 
part in doing that, the people of this State 
must inevitably suffer, yet despite that we 
find nothing in the Government's legislative 
programme to indicate that anything is to be 
done to help meet that major problem. 

I had the pleasure of listening to a veTy 
fine address delivered by the Acting Premier 
at a recent dinner in connection with the 
Royal National Show and I agreed with 
almost every word he said and all the points 
he made. Unfortunately, fine words and fine 
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speeches that are not backed by action are of 
no use whatever in meeting the problems the 
hon. gentleman mentioned on that occasion. 
He said that we must build up our primary 
industry. We all agree with that. He said 
also that we are losing markets because of 
the prices of our primary products. We 
know that only too well. Then he said that 
we must trade with other countries if we 
are going to survive. He sai_d too that Pm·lia­
ment must face facts and take action to 
meet the serious problems ahead of us, yet 
here we have a legislative programme 
embodied in His Excellency's Speech, and we 
find in it not one word inuica ting that the 
Government propose to do anything to tackle 
the problems with which the Acting Premier 
dealt at that uinner. 

An Opposition ])!ember: It was a Show 
speech. 

Mr. ~ICKLIN: But we do not expect 
Show speeches from the Government of this 
State. vVe wnnt Government leauers to deliver 
speeches that indicate that the Government 
are going to do something. We want fine 

·words backed up by acts but unfortunately 
we cannot see any indication that the Acting 
Premier and his Government propose to do 
anything to deal with the problems ~le so 
lucidly stated in his speech at that dmner. 
We want something of Teal value to the 
primary producers, something of value in 
tackling the vital problems ahead_ ~f us and 
in helping to maintain the pToduct1nty of our 
industries. 

During my visit overseas I "·as very con­
cerned at what I heard in London about the 
future of our primary produets there. As a 
result of what I heard, I feel that there is 
hardly one of our primary producers who can 
look to the future with any degree of 
equanimity. 

Great Britain is now receiving ample 
supplies of food from all parts of the world 
and she is in a position to bargain, and she 
is going to prove a mighty good Largainer. 
If we are to sell our products on the markets 
of Great Britain, our prices must be competi­
tin•. The .\cting Premier recognised that 
in the speech he made at the Royal :N ntional 
Sho"·· Now that the period of government 
trading is ending and markets are returning 
to normal, if we are to sell our products 
oyerseas, the:· will have to be sold on a 
eowj.ctiti\·e l>asis. \Vhat will pre,·ent us from 
selling on a competitive basis'? Only the 
cost~ our primnr_v imlustrics hnye to boar. 

:Jir. .J essan: And their ineificieney. 

)lr. NICl\LIN: We have just heard an 
interjection by an hon. m0mbcr oppcsite about 
the inefficiency of the primary industries. 
;\fr. Speaker, that is the c<ttcl:cr)" of hon. 
mcmhcTs opposite in their emlenYoUT to coyer 
up their o·,·n shortcomings. If hon. members 
oppo' itc were half as efficient in carr.viug 
out their rluties as the primar;· pro,[ucers 
are, t!1c_,. would lJe a lot more effiricnt than 
they really are. It must be agreed that our 
primnr_v industries are mcving townrds 
greater efficiency and that ewr:cone engaged 
in them is concentrating his energies in 
building up that efficiency. But those 

industries are carrying such a tremendous 
handicap in costs that it is impossible for 
them to reduce costs unless something real 
and practical is done about it by the 
Government. 

There is no doubt that the most serious 
problem in the State is excessive industrial 
costs. Yet at the recent Premiers' Confer­
ence this matter was not even mentioned by 
the State leaders assembled there. No, they 
were far too busy endeavouring to strip a 
few ,bob off the Federal Govemment to deal 
with the essential problem they should have 
heen dealing with. That is why, I repeat, 
I was pleased to see in the forefront of His 
Excellency's Speech the statement that we 
shall still, for a long time to come, neeu to 
concentrate on farmers and fighters. Unless 
Australia becomes more competitive with 
other countries, the end of democracy and 
democratic institutions in Australia is 
inevitable. If we cannot sell our products 
oyersens, we cannot continue to exist as a 
nation. We have to f:1ce np to that fact and 
every Goyernment should be concentrating 
their whole energies on solving that problem. 
lt shoulcl be kept in the forefront of Govern­
ment programmes, because, if we cannot 
compete and sell our proc1nets overseas, we 
shall go downhill rapid!-.-. At the pre~ent 
time we are in the unfortunate position that 
many of our im portnnt markets for the export 
of our primary and seconrl:ny products have 
alreadv been lost and that some of our most 
important industries still exist nt a loss. 

Hon. members opposite might ask why we 
are selling our protlucts oyerseas at a loss. 
\\' e are doing it hecause we cannot eat them 
or use them and therefore h:>ve to do some­
thiug else with them. We have reached a 
stage in this country where, because of exces­
sive capital costs, even the opening up of 
new lnuds for selection has become an impossi­
bility, except in some cases where conditions 
are pnrticr1larly favourable. A semi-developed 
nation in that condition is nearing the end 
of its existence as a free people. 

I notice that the Secretary for Public 
Land,; and Irrigation is listening very atten­
tcvel~· to me, and from his experience at Peak 
JJO\ms, Clare, and vVandoan, he should be 
con\'incc I of the truth of what I am saying. 
1 f he cloes not . know about these things 
nobr"l·'' in this House should. ' 

Let u; examine the reasons for the condi­
ti·n in whic·h we find ourselves todav. The 
JL >·t 1'PHS0ll is the fact tlwt, alone among the 
ec:uulries of the »·oriel, at a time when we 
h· <.l just completed a devastating wnr and 
when \YC 1vcre fncerl with tremendous short-

, 'nstearl of doing what other countries 
the wnYld did, that· is, roll up our sleeves 

awl ''got into it,'' we decided that it was 
time h gin• oursel,·es the luxurv of a shorter 
worL ·iug· \Y(_'f 

1
\: 7 wl1 i<:l1 coutribute'd very largely 

to the po,it:cn in \Yhich we find ourselves 
tocln7. This is a partieularly controversial 
point nver cos. \\"hen \Ye discuss these mat­
ten rYith people on•rHr~s who are buying our 
prorh:cts and point out that we have to get 
sueh-ond-such a price to enable us to 
carry on our unde.rtnkings, they say, 
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''Why should we be asked to carry 
the costs that you have imposed upon your­
selves, for example the cost of a shorter 
working week~ We cannot enjoy that luxury 
over here. We have to work harder to exist, 
and you cannot expect us to keep on for all 
time carrying the cost that luxury has added 
to the cost of your products.'' I find that a 
particularly hard argument to answer. If 
hou. members opposite know the answer, let 
us hear it. 

After all, do not let us forget that promi­
JH:'llt leaders of the Labour Party foresaw the 
dangers this decrease in production and 
increase in costs ha,·e brought to this nation, 
aud I again quote the late Hon. J. B. Chifiey 
in this connection. I have quoted him previ­
ously in this House but his words are so 
pertll'cnt and so true that they are well 
worth re-quoting. ·when he was addressing 
a gathering at the Lithgow Trades Hall in 
Hi48 he said-

'' If the indu:;trial production of Aus­
tralia is not maintained and greatly 
improved, one must expect economic dis­

·. aster. . . . Costs have necessarily risen 
''following the 40-hour week and they will 
coutinue to rise.'' 

L:nfortunately, 1\Ir. Chifiey 's predictions in 
that respect were fully borne out, and we 
are suffering today as a result. 

I desire also to quote the Acting Premier, 
\Yho in his statement at the Royal National 
Flhow said-

'' Costs arc multiplying so rapidly that 
wage-earners will find it impossible to 
ufford mmw foods vital to the health of 
themselves and their children. 

''It is a cycle which, unless promptly 
:-lJHl effcctiyely nrrPsted

1 
may have disas­

trous effects on the Australian economy 
and bring tragedy to thousands of homes.'' 

I agree entirely with that statement of 
the Acting Premier; in fact, I should 
improve on it by substituting the word 
''will'' for the word ''may''. Where he 
said it '·may have disastrous effects,'' 1 
should say that it ''will have disastrous 
efleets.'' 

This vicious costs spiral from which we are 
suffering at the present time and which, if 
we do not check it, will inevitably have 
disastrous economic re;;ults on this country 
of ours, was set in motion, as I said at the 
outset, by the shorter working week. It 
"·as acceleratecl by the prosperity loading on 
the basic ''age, and our self-propelling basic 
\vage makes it cortain that the process of 
national self-destruction will continue unless 
Uovcrnments-aud ]yy ''Governments'' 1 
mean both State and 'Federal Governments­
face up to the fact that something definite 
must be done to bring to an end the present 
industrial lnnacv and to substitute some­
thing more sane 'and practical, something that 
'"ill presene thi• competitive powers of the 
Australian nation. 

IV e have the spectacle here e\·ery day of 
go-slow on the wharves, the costly turn-rounrl 
of ships and the consequent innease in 
frcights on our products for oYcrseas 

1953-D 

markets. The primary producer cannot be 
blamed for that. 'What are the Govern­
ment prepared to do about it~ Are they 
prepared to discipline the wharf workers~ 
The Acting Premier said that we should have 
to discipline ourselves. Let him do some 
disciplining of these men who are costing the 
primary producers of Australia £25,000,000 
in the slow turn-round of ships. I agree 
\Yith him that there must be discipline but 
what is the use of uttering fine words if 
they are not backed up by action~ What is 
the use of talking about disciplining this, 
that, and the other unless appropriate action 
is taken ; Is the Acting Premier prepared 
to take action to diseipline these industrial 
renegades who are costing this country a 
tremendous sum of monev~ Our arbitration 
courts either cannot or ,;ill not do anything 
a bout disciplining these men who are com­
pletely disregarding their awards and con­
ditions, whieh arc the best in the world. 
·what do the men on the wharves give in 
return for these splendicl industrial con­
Liitions 'I No Tcturn whatever. 

~Ir. Riorrlan: That is a reflection on the 
court. 

li'Ir. NICJ{LJN: It is not a reflection on 
the court. If the court has not got the 
m·cessarv pmYer to deal with these industrial 
renegades who do not obey the dictates of 
the court, the court will have to get the 
greatest possible power for this purpose; and 
let the Government back the court in the 
matter. Vve stand for arbitration but we do 
not staml for a travesty of arbitration. 
There is no use in hon. members opposite 
blking about taxes and costs and saying 
that they are our present trouble when in 
fr,ct the:r arc only the result of our trouble. 
Taxes and costs are a result, not a cause, 
of the present inflation, which has come 
about because of a wage system that is 
entirely divorced from economic considera­
tions and is particularly rife because of the 
go-~low-ism in our midst at the present time. 

\Vhen the Premier came back from New 
Zealand in December, 1950, he said, "Wage 
increases are always offset by price increases. 
If workers can be assured of effective price­
control, I am sure they would have no 
objection to wage-pegging.'' Only three 
yeaTs ago the Premier recognised the danger, 
and it is far greater today, because wage 
costs haYe risen in Australia much more than 
in anv other free country and world com­
petition has become fiercer. When we read of 
world competition in the sale of our products, 
primar:' and secomlary, and see that it is 
becoming fiercer clay by day we realise that 
somethin"' must be done about it. Is there 
not som~ responsibility on hon. members 
opposite to do something about iU I helieve 
tl,at when the Premier returns from over­
seas he will confirm the statement he made 
\Yhen he came back from New Zealand three 
years ago. 

The present position is far too serious to 
be used for party political purposes. J n two 
articles the Acting Premier contributed to 
''The Brislmne Telegraph'' in July last h~e 
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3aid that the situation has grown so serious 
that we cannot as a nation afford to pass 
the buck any longer. He said also, ''This 
is an issue above politics.'' I agree. But 
the Acting Premier wound up by saying, ' 'The 
position calls for courageous action by the 
Federal Government,'' which in itself is a 
classical example of buck-passing. Have not 
hon. members opposite, and the Government, 
any responsibility in this matter~ Of course 
they have. Why do they spend all their time 
and energy, as they have been doing, in 
dodging their own responsibility by endeavour­
ing to pass the buck to the Federal Govern­
ment. They realise that one great difficulty 
is that under the Commonwealth Constitution, 
the Federal Government have severely limited 
powers in industrial matters. For that 
reason they alone cannot lmndle the present 
deplorable situation. I suggest that there 
should be another Premiers' Conference at an 
early date to discuss the destruction of Aus­
tralia's competing power, which has already 
brought us to somewhere near the end of the 
road. Let the leaders of the various Govern­
ments get round the table with the Common­
wealth Government and tackle the greatest 
problem that is facing us as a people today. 
That would he in marked contrast to what 
has happened at conferences in the past­
each one trying to get a bigger cut. Let 
us put aside that aspect of party politics and 
get round the conference tallle and endeavour 
to solve the tremendous problem that faces 
us, and that, if not solved, will ruin this 
fair land of our::;. 

Such a conference should be actuated by 
motives of patriotism and national self­
preservation. After all, it is self-preservatioN 
to endeavour to solve this problem, which will 
ruin us if we do not overcome it. The con­
ference should be actuated solely by the indis­
putable fact that Australia must compete or 
perish. If we do not as leaders keep that 
fact to the forefront we are not fit to occupy 
our positions. Power to compete is the con­
clition of our survival as a nation. Do not 
let us forget that. If we do, the end is 
not far away for our Australian way of life 
of which we are so proud. ' 

Let us, when tackling this major problem, 
forget our party squabbles and differences of 
opinion .. After all, the nation should be above 
party consideration and we should think of 
Au~tralia and her future and the future of 
the chilclren who are coming on to take our 
places. It is a glorious heritage that we have 
but lYe shall lose it if we do not solve this prob­
lem ancl make it possible for us to compete on 
the markets of the world with our products, 
a state> of things that at the present time 
is being denied to us by the excessive 
industrial cost that has been piled onto the 
rr!mary producers. These people havn been 
f"llR bled to carry on up to the present by 
great sacrificp. But this nation should not 
be built up on the sacrifices of one section. 
If sacrifices are necessary, they should bo> 
made by the whole of the people. There is, 
however, no need for any great sacrifice by 
any section if we all get together and pull our 
weight and tackle the problems that are 
ahead of us. 

His Excellency recognised the danger when 
he made that statement at the beginning of 
his Speech and it is up to us to do some· 
thing about it during this session of Parlia­
ment. That is why I say that I am 
disappointed, and so are the majority of the 
people of this State, at the innocuous pro· 
gramme of legislation presented to us in the 
Governor's Speech for our consideration 
during this session-and that coming on top 
of ihe action of hon. members opposite in 
regard to legislation that is going to be pro­
duced in the future but of which no mention 
has been made in the Governor's Speech. 

In conclusion I would point out that each 
and e1·ery member of the Opposition will 
give all help to the Government if they are 
willing to tackle this major problem facing 
us at 1·11e present time, that is, the control of 
industrial costs, which would enable and 
assist our primary products and our 
Feconda ry products to compete on the 
markets of the world to the advantage of the 
economic position of this fair land of ours. 

Mr. DONALD (Bremer) (3.12 p.m.): To 
preface the remarks I make in this speec,J 
I would sincerely thank the electors of 
Eremer for returning me to this Parliament 
unopposed. I regard this tribute from them 
not so much as an indication that they are 
s:1tisfiecl with my services but as a command 
that I should continue to giye of my best to 
all sections of the community and to make 
improvements where necessary. I give them 
my assurance that I will make an honest 
endeavour to do just that. 

I offer my sincere congratulations to the 
mover of the Address in Reply, the hon. 
member for Condamine, who gained the dis­
tinction of winning this seat for Labour at 
his first attempt, in spite of the fact that 
it (1ic1 receive good and faithful service from 
Mr. Allpass during the time that gentleman 
was in this Parliament. 

During the course of the hon. member's 
speech he traced the history of the develop­
ment of pul>lic education in Queensland, the 
United Kingdom, and to some extent in the 
United States of America. The men in con­
trol of the Department of Public Instruction 
in Queensland must have been very pleased 
indeed to read what the hon. member had to 
SU)', although he did not refrain from criti­
cising what he believes to be a weakness in 
our educational system in Queensland. As 
the hon. member is an experienced educa­
tionist-it cnn be truthfully said that he is an 
expert in education-his criticism cannot be 
lightly thrust aside. His criticism was con­
structive and I have every c.onfidence that it 
will receive the consideration it so rightly 
rleserves. Another prominent and a very 
efficient educationist, Mr. Wombold, the 
president of the Tear hers' Union and the 
p1esent headmaster of the Bundamba State 
School, has agreed with much that the hon. 
member had to say. 

:Th1y sincere congratulations go also to the 
seconder of the Address in Reply, the hon. 
member for Nash, who had no difficulty what­
ever in retaining this seat for Labour. He 
is a worthy successor of that grand old man 
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of Queensland politics, Tommy Dunstan. 
Every man who has had the honour and 
privilege to sit in this Chamber with Mr. 
Dunstan held him in the highest esteem and 
has benefited by having been associated with 
him. I wish him-and I feel sure that every 
hon. member in this Chamber joins with me 
-a long and comfortable voluntary retire­
ment. It was pleasing indeed to see his 
successor paying him such a glowing 
tribute. Gympie has given to our State and 
national Parliaments a number of outstand­
ing parliamentarians and I feel confident 
that her latest choice will join the ranks of 
the illustrious. 

The Labour Party has every reason to be 
proud of the success it achieved at the polls, 
particularly the support received in rural 
area.s, which demonstrated beyond doubt the 
people's approval of Labour's policy, legis­
lation, and administration. No longer will 
the members of the Opposition be able to 
assert that we are a minority Government, or 
are governing without a clear mandate from 
the people of Queensland. 'rhat doubtful 
]J c,rwur goes to the present Commonwealth 
Government, for at the last appeal to the 
people the electors recorded a vote of no 
confidence in that Government, as they 
received only 44.3 per cent. of the votes 
recorded at the recent Senate elections. 

Only 15 Government Senators were elected, 
,,.hereas Labour succeeded in returning 17. 
Had the election been fought on a house of 
Hepresentative basis, the Labom Party would 
be the Government of Australia today, for 
in the Senate election that party led in 64 
electorates, and anti-Labour Parties in 57. 

The Government having received the 
eudorsement of the electors, the policy out­
lined by the Premier in opening the election 
campaign will be put into effect. Shoulrl 
circumstances prevent its implementation or 
curtailment to any extent, these circumstances 
will be beyond the control of the Queensland 
Government, but not beyond the control of 
the Commonwealth Government. For con­
firmation of that statement let me quote the 
leading article which appeared in ''The 
Courier-Mail" of Friday, 17 July, headed 
''We are lagging'':-

'' Queenslanders vvho want to know more 
about their State will welcome the appear­
ance of the Queensland Pocket Year Book 
for 1953, just issued from the Government 
Statistician's Office. But there is a shock 
in it for them. It reveals that in the five 
~-ears from June, 1947, to June, 1952, 
Queensland made slower growth in popula­
tion than any other State. Its population 
iaereaEed by only 11.9 per cent. Western 
Australia's shot up by 19.7 per cent, 
Tasmania's by 11.5 per cent., and South 
&ustralia 's by 14.5 per cent. 

''This is a consequence of Queensland's 
taking relatively fewer migrants than the 
other StateR. Other States have been able 
to employ more migrants because they have 
big developmental undertakings in hand; 
New South \Vales and Victoria, the Snowy 
River scheme; Tasmania, its new hydro­
electric unit, its newsprint enterprise, and 
ah!minium project; South Australia, the 

Leigh Creek-Port Augusta railway, which 
is to get coal for a giant power-house at 
Port Augusta. 

"Western Australia has attracted big 
industrial enterprise-the Anglo-Iranian 
Company's £40,000,000 oil refinery going 
up near Fremantle, and the steel rolling mill 
projected by the Broken Hill Company at 
Kwinana for using iron ore from Yampi 
Sound. 

' 'Nothing like this has come to Queens­
land or is even in prospect, and it is get­
ting no Commonwealth help for big 
llevelopment as most other States are. 

''}fr. Gair and his Government, no 
lloubt, can say that they have tried to 
interest the Commonwealth in developing 
the irrigation paten tial of the Burdekin. 
There is also the Dajarra rail link waiting 
for Commonwealth help. Unless the 
.t'ederal Government gives Queensland a 
fairer share of Commonwealth capital works 
in the next budget the charge of neglect­
ing this State will be hard to answer." 

That, ~Ir. Speaker, is a severe condemna­
tion, but nevertheless a very truthful one, 
of the Commonwealth Government and at 
the same time a very unpalatable one for 
the opponents of Labour in Queensland, 
coming as it does from the mouthpiece of the 
political parties that form our present 
national Government. 

Take any of the projects mentioned by 
''The Courier-Mail'' in the article quoted 
and it will be admitted by any unbiased 
person that almost without exception similar 
projects could have been undertaken in 
Queensland with greater advantage to our 
nation, particularly from a defence and 
security viewpoint. 

It is now freely admitted by almost every­
bodv that if we are to hold and develop 
Australia we shall have to increase our 
population at a much faster tempo than we 
have done in the past. To achieve the 
desired result it is recognised now more than 
ever before that we shall have to have the 
help of people from overseas, because Aus­
tralia's development, her greatness, and many 
of her achievements, are due in the main to 
those courageous people who left the British 
Isles, their homeland, many years ago to 
settle in Australia. Their pioneering spirit, 
their grit and determination and their general 
capacit;- could be emulated by their descend­
ants and new anivals with benefit to all 
concerned. 

While it is desirable that we should attract 
to om country people from abroad to help 
us with our tasks, it is also very desirable 
that any migration scheme should be care­
fully planned and properly organised and that 
each migrant should be carefully screened. 
If we can gi,-e gainful employment to any 
person who is out of employment-and they 
are numberell by the millions in the con­
tinents of Europe, Asia and America-it is 
wise and fitting that we should do so, but to 
bring an;-one no matter how high his qualifi­
cations, to Queensland and have no useful 
employment to offer him is a cruel sin that 
cannot be ,justified under any circumstances. 
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If he is out of employment and destitute, it 
is wiser and certainly kinder to leave him 
with his kith and kin than to induce him to 
travel many thousands of miles and lea\'e him 
still destitute and without employment on his 
arrival in this country. Australia cannot 
afford to have any further unemployed 
demonstrations by people who have been 
iJ,duced to leave their homes and attracted 
to our shores by promises of full employ­
n,ent and economic security. \Ve must also 
take into consideration our own people who 
nre land-hungry and unemployed mHl 
because of this it is imperative that we 
should pursue a vigorous land-settlement 
policy. 

The Burdekin scheme, when it is operating, 
will be very helpful in this direction. Its 
l;uilding, unlike the Snowy River project, will 
uot inundate anv established settlement nor 
extensively flood "good agricultural or pastoral 
land. yet its capacity will be greater. The 
Burdekin project has, as I think all hon. 
members know, a threefold purpose and each 
one in itself will be worth manv tens of 
thousands of pounds each year to Queensland 
nnd the Commonwealth. As a flood-mitigation 
project alone it will pre>'ent untolll loss of 
production mmnally, in addition to prevent­
ing dislocation of transport which too fre­
quently, results in serious economic loss, not 
to mcn~ion the extensive inconvenience and 
damnge caused to producers along the banks 
of the river and the great loss caused by 
erosion. Its value as an inigation project 
lws at this early stage been demonstrated by 
the substan+ial contribution already made to 
production in North Queensland. ·The farms 
being worked nt present give some indication 
of the possibilities of the scheme when it is 
completed. Its potentiality as a &ourc-e of 
energy for the generation of electric power 
and lighting is beyond question. On com­
pletion it will provide a continuous daily 
output of not less than 5,400 acre-feet over 
the worst drought period. This is the 
equivalent of 2,700 cubic feet m· 17,000 
gallons a secoml, which is sufficient for the 
generation of 80,000 k.w. at n 50 per cent. 
load factor and for the irrigation of 350,000 
acres per annum without restriction. There­
fore, the people who can be attracted to and 
settle in this area are assmed of protection 
ngainst the ravages of both flood and drought 
and in ncldition will be able to enjoy all the 
henefits and advantages made possible by the 
availability of electricity. 

It is estimated that when full develop­
ment is attained the population in the area 
will have been increased by approximately 
50,000 persons. 'rhis addition to our northern 
population will increase considerably the pro­
duction of foodstuffs, strengthen our 
economy, add to our security, nud aiel our 
defence considerably. 

As it is rendily admitted thnt the North 
is the most vulnerable part of the Common­
'vealth, it is essential that its open spaces 
should be filled by vigorous, prosperous and 
contented people, and it is the duty of 
Gowrnments, both national and State, to 
encourage ancl assist people to settle there 
fhe success of the sugar industry in North 

Queensland has proved how wrong were the 
critics of the North ~when they contended 
vociferously and at great length that indu.stry 
in North Queensland could not be sustamed 
by white labour alone. 

The claim of the Burcleldn scheme is equal, 
if not superior, to that of the Snowy Riv~r 
project, and from a defence point of view rt 
is much more valuable. If \re are to holcl the 
North we mu~t develop it, and if we are to 
clcyelop the .:"\ orth we must people it. No 
enemY lies to the south of Australia. Our 
~ecnritv is not threatened by an invasion of 
pcugui;1s from the Antarctic, but we ::re 
continually being informed by our darly 
Pre~s, by periodicals, and by people who are 
in a position to know, of the grave danger 
that threatens us from the North. Hon. 
memiJCI"s will remember that the Governor­
General struck this note of warning at the 
"'dcome thnt was tendered to him last night. 
If it is corrc>ct-and I see no reason why we 
sltoul d disregard this warning-it is extremely 
foolish to pursue the policy of strengthening 
the back door and leaving the front door wide 
open, thereby giving an open invitation ·_Cl 

those who may fc>el so inclined to challenge 
om right to hold this sparsely populated 
tenitor:y. 

T cnn ag'l'ec with ''The Courier-Mail'' that 
this policy is extremely hard to justify. 
Surely the lesson of \¥orld War II has not 
lwcn 'forgotten or overlooked by our national 
lcaislntors? ~o longer does our isolation give 
usb adequate protection from an aggressor 
nation. The >Yar in the Pacific taught us 
a lesson that we must never forget, that is, 
tlmt \\C could never hope to repel an invader 
in nnv future war without considerable help 
from 'sc·me outside friendly nation in addition 
to the aid that will be given promptly and 
eftlciently by our Mother Country. 

As our greatest need for security in war­
tinw, and for full employment ancl prosperity 
in peace-tinw, is more people in our country, 
it natmallY follows that the best result would 
be obtaine(l by placing those additional people 
in a locality where tllere are few people at 
present, instead of sending them to swell the 
already tlenscly populated parts of our 
Commonwealth. 

I fully realise that a large part of Aus­
tralia is extremely dry, having an average 
annual rainfall of less than 10 inches, and 
for that reason will remain laTgely unin­
habitcll, perhaps for many years to come. 
I am a"·nre ;tlso that much development and 
o,ctt lcment have vet to be undertaken in the 
more favourably situatetl portions of our 
Commonwealth. It is to these favourable 
parts of onr nntion that the additional popu­
lntiool should be going. 

\\'bile we yearn for peace and loathe war, 
we should be wry foolish indeed to ignore 
th~ possibility of a further challenge to our 
right to hold this land within the next two 
tkcades. In the meantime, it is imperative 
thnt we take the necessary steps to plan and 
organicce, not only to meet this possible 
challenge, hut to justify our right to the 
exclusive possession of Australia. This is 
another matter that was mentioned by our 
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new Governor-General during the course of 
his address in reply to his welcome by the 
Acting Premier last night, so that it can­
not be disregarded as being mere fiapdoodle. 
Our initial requirement is additional Aus­
tralians who will apply themselves to the 
task of developing our country's resources 
and helping in the expansion of its economy. 
The more successful we are in this direction 
the less we shnll ha\·e to fear from any 
future invasion by an aggressor. 

Economists have infOTmed us that Aus­
tralia can double her population and still 
maintain full employment with adequate 
stnndards of living for all. According to 
the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and 
Statistics, a population of 15,000,000 in Aus­
trnlia would nt least treble our industrial 
output. The question arises: can "·e achieve 
the required populntion by natural increase, 
that is, by a surplus of hrihs over deaths f 
If we exnmine the position "·e shall find that 
in the 10 years before World War I I. Aus­
tralian mothers were not bearing enough 
children to replnce us in the next generation, 
let alone increase our numbers. Although 
Austrnlia is a very young nation, some 1G5 
years old, we are unfortunately, not a nation 
of young people. Each census since 1901 
has clearly demonstrated a worsening posi­
tion in this respect, ns the following table 
clearly shows-
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1950 . . . . . . 
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It will be seen from the table that over a 
period of 75 years the percentage of our 
populntion under 15 years has dropped by 13 
per cent. and that of the people G5 years and 
over has increased by 8 per cent. 

Figures hm·e disclosetl that for the calen­
dar year 1946 Australia had the highest 
natural increase in population, the highest 
number of births, and the lowest infnntile 
denth-rate ever recorded in this countrv. The 
birth rate \YUS the highest for 23 ye;rs, nt 
23.68 per thousaml. These encouraging 
figures weTe lnrgely clue to the greater num­
ber of marriages, perhaps the result of the 
war and post-wnr conditions prevailing at 
that time but personally I mu inclined to 
think thnt it \ms because of the great sense 
of security felt by the Austrahan people 
ns the result of full employment. However, 
the statistician's estimates from 194G on­
wards are very disturbing, as thev reveal a, 

decrensing percentnge of people under the 
age of 15. This reflects the conditions of 
the depression years when the birth rate was 
so low that the generation to \Yhich we 
should now look for good reproduction rates 
is itself deficient in numbers. 

The 1947 census showed that the increase 
m our population from 1933 to 1947 amounted 
to only 14.34 per cent., compared with an 
increase of 21.97 per cent. during the shorter 
interval between the census of 1921 and the 
census of 1933. The annual rate of increase 
of the population in Australia during the 
present century has aYeraged 1.52 per cent., 
but results from yenr to year have de,-iated 
\Yi(]ely from this figure. Since the census of 
1933 the rate hns fallen to the alarmingly lnw 
]eye[ of .DG per cent. per annum. 

'l'his sharp decline in the nntion 's natm·al 
reproduction rate bore out earlier ±'orecasts 
and showed in colcl figures the result of the 
low birth rnte of the depression yeaTS, whose 
bitter han·est we are still reaping. Those 
years of misery and want cost Austrnlia many 
thousam1s of children who would today be 
apprl'aching the marriageable-age group on 
\Yhose fecundity the nation's strength and 
security should lnrgcly depend. 

According to the Commonwealth Statis­
tician, Australia had 644,100 boys and girls 
in the 15 to 19-year-old group in 1949. This 
number has fallen to 516,000, a loss of 
127,000 young Australians who could have 
made so great a contribution to the welfare of 
their country. 

\\'hat is the significance of these tragic 
figures~ Their significance is that the popu­
lation of this vital pulsnting young country 
is slowly but inexorably moving into the npper 
age groups; that Australia, only a very young 
nation, is becoming senescent in the midst 
of a \YOdel demanding the capacity for swift 
adaptations and the vigour of youth. 

While \YC can nll agree that the Australian­
lJOrn babe is our best immigrant, we are 
forced to admit that Australia cannot expand 
its population rnpidly enough by it own 
effOTts. While an assisted plan of encouraging 
naturnl increase hy improved social services 
is essential, encouraged immigration schemes 
offer the only other solution to Australia's 
serious population problem. 

HO\YeYer, immigration is at best only the 
counterpart of the most important phase of 
population-lmilding-natural increase. Any 
immigration policy, therefore, must be 
intimntely related to those phnses of Govern­
ment policy that are directed towards stimu­
lating the birth r::~te and lowering infant 
mortalitv in A ustralin itself. It must further 
be related to the whole social-service pro­
gramme of greater economic security and a 
higher stnndard of living as an inducement 
to young Australians to rear larger families. 

There are nt least two things that must be 
ma(le perfectly clear to intending migrants, 
first to the British people and then to other 
people who desire to become good Australian 
citizens. The first is that we want and will 
welcome to our shores good healthy people 
\Yho desire to become Australian citizens 
by adoption. The second is that we will 
not mislencl nny intending immigrant by 
encouraging him to leave his homeland 
to come to Australia until there is 
reasonnble assurance that gainful employ­
ment awaits him. To succeed, too, any 
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immigration plan must have the support and 
good will of the Australian people. These 
assurances, therefore, are equally important 
and must be given to the workers in Aus­
tralian industries and to the Australian people 
generally. 

It is not my intention to comment on or 
criticise the migration policy of the Federal 
Government; I rely upon the condemnation 
of that Government contained in the leading 
article of ''The Brisbane Telegraph'' of 
25 July:-

'' Migration Cut Shows Lack of 
Sound Planning. 

''Federal Cabinet's decision to halve Aus­
tralia's immigration programme is to be de­
plored. It is typical of the Government's 
timid approach to every major problem it 
has faced in £he last couple of years. Instead 
of adopting positive measures it takes the 
line of least resistance. This country will 
not be developed as rapidly as it should be 
while such a negative policy is pursued. 

"It is stated that the reason for Cabinet's 
decision to cut the immigration programme 
is to provide a breathing space to digest 
those settlers already admitted. Yet just 
six months ago the Migration Minister (Mr. 
Holt) said that any migration programme 
short of 150,000 for the years immediately 
ahead would cause stagnation in Australia's 
development. How can these two statements 
be reconciled~ 

''The Federal Govrrnment virtually has 
thrown in the towel when the first difficulty 
in the absorption of migrants has arisen. 
This difficulty is of its own creation. It 
would never have occurred had migration 
been planned on a sounder basis and had the 
Government attacked causes instead of effects 
in dealing with the economic crisis which has 
developed in the last 12 months. 

''Had action been taken to stimulate pro­
duction instead of to stop spending as a 
means of curbing inflation the present 
problem would have been averted. If the 
flow of migrants is checked it will be 
extremely difficult to start again. By con­
stantly changing its policy, and by its 
failure to plan effectively for the absorption 
of migrants already admitted, the Federal 
Government is not going to encourage other 
people to think that this is a land of oppor­
tunity. 

''There is no limit to the expansion of 
food production in Australia. Why, then, 
reduce the intake of migrants~ Why not 
exercise greater selectivity and bring in the 
types needed for primary industries~ Give 
them a chance to develop the millions of 
acres of land going to waste in Australia. 

''This country has the resources for a 
population of at least 20 millions. That 
vision of the future will be achieved only by 
drive and vigour and bold planning. The 
present Government is showing no signs of 
having the courage or capacity to do the 
job that is needed.'' 

That leading article, taken in conjunction 
with the leading article in ''The Brisbane 
Courier-Mail'' of 17 July, or each article 

alone is sufficient justification for the electors 
of Australia to dismiss the present incom­
petent national government and replace it by 
a Government from a party that has saved 
Australia not only once but again and again. 
When the next opportunity comes I fepl 
sure the people will not only dismiss that 
government but we shall see the spectacle 
of these two papers, which have shown so 
very clearly in their leading articles that 
the present Federal Government are not 
worth supporting, asking the people of Aus­
tralia to support them. 

A few words on another of the projects 
mentioned in the leading article of 'rThe 
Courier-Mail,'' which I have already quoted. 
the railway line from Leigh Creek to Port 
Augusta. Every hon. member will agree 
that the money that has been spent and 
is to be spent on that line could have 
been spent to greater advantage, not onl,r 
from the security point of view but from 
an economic point of view, in QueensHmd. 
Along that line will be carried coal that is to 
be used to generate electric energy in Port 
Augusta. It is doubtful whether the built1-
ing of that line will benefit everyone in the 
State of South Australia, small as it is com­
pared with the State of Queensland, it cer­
tainly will not benefit anyone or at least ver;· 
few of the people outside South Australia. 
If the money that has been and is to be spent 
on that line had been used by the Common­
wealth Government to give this State the 
same liberal financial assistance to build 
the railway line talked of for years, a rail­
way line from Dajarra to Camooweal, that 
line would have assisted the economy of this 
nation-and not only that, would have made 
this nation more secure in war. It woul<l 
have provided a means of transport that 
does not exist at present. It would h~ve 
enabled people to settle in the North, which 
is recognised as wonderful cattle country. 
Along such a railway line would come the 
best beef cattle in the world to provide the 
best beef not only for the people of Queens­
land but for the Commonwealth of Aus­
tralia and, in addition, to iill the hungry 
stomachs of the people throughout the world. 

Again and again we hear it said that if we 
are to have universal peace we must see to 
it that no nation has starving people. It 
is onr duty as well as that of every other 
nation, to see that the people of all lands 
are fed and it is a shame that money should 
be spent on a line. that will be used almost 
exclusively for the transportation of the 
lowest grade of coal that has ever been mined 
in the Commonwealth to-day, while the Com­
monwealth Government are neglecting their 
duty to build a line that would give this 
nation an opportunity to supply. hungry peop~e 
with the best beef tlw t can be produced Ill 

the world. 
I come now to the question of margins and 

there can be no doubt that there is little 
chance of industrial peace or co-operation 
until the important question of marginal 
increases is satisfactorily settled. It cannot 
be denied by anybody who has given any 
consideration to the matter that the trade 
unions have a very strong case. It is only 
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na t.ural that our tradesmen, our skilled 
artisans, should be annoyed that their margins 

f.or skill haYe been whittled away gradually. It 
rs only natmal that they should be annoyed at 
the thought that the margins they have won 
have not been preserved and that the court 
has not seen fit to compensate them for the 
time they spent in serving apprenticeships 
and acquiring necessary skill. I know from 
experience that the trade unions have an 
unanswerable argument and I am confident 
that sooner or later they will win. 

But while I am confident that this will 
happen, I must refer to one section of the 
community that has no trade union to fiO'ht 
for it. I refer to the aged, the invalid :nd 
the widows "·ho receive Commonwealth pen­
sions. I know that this Parliament can do 
nothing for them but there is one section of 
this community's pensione.rs whom the Gov­
ernment can help. I refer to those who are 
in receipt of coal and shale mine workers' 
pensions. Should the Commonwealth Govern­
ment do the right thing and increase the 
pensions paid to the aged, to the invalid, 
to widows, and those in receipt of Services 
pensions, I hope legislation will be produced 
into this Chamber, not to preserve the 
margin between the basic wage and the 
miner's pension, for that has been denied 
us, but to ensure that there shall be no 
delay in making the necessary adjustment 
between the Commonwealth age pension and 
the miner's pension, so that the miner­
pensioner will suffer no loss of income. 

The balance sheet of the fund discloses that 
in the year 1952 assets totalled almost 
~500,000 and that £460,000 had been wisely 
nwested. I suggest to the tribunal that it 
might invest some o:f' its money in either 
l•uilding or acquiring homes at" the seaside 
to which ·the pe,ople who receive miners' 
pensions could go for an annual holiday. I 
do not suggest :for a moment that these 
pensioners should be boarded free but I do 
think that some small charge, eYen if it 
is only 3 per cent. of the capital outlay, would 
make it possible. I know that people will 
say the suggestion is unworkable, that it is 
Utopian, that it is a stupic1 dream that cannot 
be put into operation, but I have no difficulty 
whatever in recollecting that when the coal­
mine workHs nsked for a pension scheme oYer 
10 years ago the same argument, that it \Yas 
a silly 1Jtol'ian dream that industr-y could 
not afford to carry and that it was just 
impossible <llltl futile to make such a 
suggestion v;~s put forward. Now after over· 
10 years of operation, the coal and shR1e 
mine. worke;·s' pension scheme has proYer1 to 
he one of the best superannuation schemes in 
Aastralia. That being so, I feel confident 
that my suggestion for a holiday home is 
equally t•npacJle of being put into operation 
so that thc,e old people. might have some 
chnnrc to have a holiday at the seaside. 

As to the locativn of such homes, I sugge.st 
that the near N OTth Coast would be most 
suitable. as it is the most ccntTallv situRted 
for the' great majority of mine workers. 
Once t'1e scheme is put into operation, once 
one :wme is provided, I am sure that the 
success that would fiow from it would justify 

the building of other homes. That would 
not, I feel sure, require the introduction of 
further legislation because I think our 
law gives the tTibunal ample scope to do as I 
suggest and provide a home to start off with 
on the near North Coast to accommodate 
these people in the near future. 

Mr. SKINNER (Somerset) (3.51 p.m.) : 
In rising to speak in this Address in Reply 
debate, I am deeply conscious of the fact 
that in making my first speech on the :floor 
of this House in the first session of the 
33rd Parliament of Queensland I am com­
mencing the first chapter of a new role in my 
life, to sene the citizens of my electorate and 
the State and the Commonwealth as a whole. 

It is an honom to have the opportunity 
of making this speech in the year of 
the CoTonation of Her Majesty, Queen 
Eliza l>eth II. The oath of allegiance and 
service that I, with other members of this 
House, took on that historic Coror1ation Day 
shoulfl, I hclieve, be the guiding light by 
\Yhich we should steer our courses if we are 
to honest!~' and sincerely honour the 
confidence placed in us by the people of our 
respectiw electorates when they returned us 
as their representatives in the Parliament of 
Queensland. 

I join with my colleagues in extending to 
you, Mr. Spenker, sincere congratulations on 
being re-elected to the high and honourable 
office of Speaker of this Assembly and I 
feel sure that you will continue to guide 
the debates in this House in a reasonable and 
snccecsful 1vay, maintaining the decorum of 
this Assembly. 

I take the opportunity too of con­
gratulnting the Premier through the Acting 
Leader of the House on the magnificent 
results recorded in favour of his party at the 
1 ecent r!ections on 7 March. I have no hesi­
tation in stating that I believe the people 
judged with candour and recorded their 
votes as an expression of confidence in the 
splendid record of serYicu given to the State 
by his Government and their predecessors. 

One has to look at the development and 
history of this State in retrospect to realise 
the tremendous achievements made in its 
economy, production and development. I am 
reminded of a statement one often heard 
during the recent election campaign when 
membe"S of the Opposition pleaded with the 
people to take the control of government 
from Labour and hand it over to Labour's 
politieal opponents on the ground that they 
were the only people capable of serving thP 
intere~ts of the people and this country 
effectively. As the representative of an 
elcrto. ate thnt comprises every field of pro­
duction-pastoral, agricultural, dairying and 
industrial-and having been in direct 
personal contact with the people of that 
cleci mate, I can express their opinion that 
no Government could have served the common 
interests of the people so efficiently and so 
well as l!nve the successive Labour Govern­
ments of Queensland over the past two 
decades. 

I belieYe that certain basic features of 
government are essential to the progress of 
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the State and I would mention the availa­
bility of land to persons desirous of occupy­
ing it, the provision of adequate and per­
manent water supply, efficient and reliable 
means of transport, up-to-date facilities to 
cater for the health of the community and 
maintain hygienic standards of life, and 
educational facilities available to every section 
of the community, whether metropolitan or 
rural, the encouragement and/or develop­
ment of secondary industries on a decentra­
lised basis, and the provision of amenities of 
lif~ in the country areas equal to those 
enJoyed in the metropolitan or city areas. 

All those things have been or are in the 
process of being expanded and pro>ided for 
the people of this State under Labour's 
legislation. Queenslanders, I believe, need 
have no fear that population, closer settlement 
and further progress ·will not follow. One 
thing alone-and I shall refer to it later­
is, I believe, retarding progress and develop­
ment today, and its effects will be felt within 
the next few years. However, T should first 
like to enlarge somewhat on the basic 
principles of go,·ernrnent that I have 
enunciated. 

The foresight and planned legislation of 
Labour Governments in regard to its land 
policy lwve given preference to leasehold over 
freehold tenure. This does not meet with the 
approval of everybody in Queensland as a 
whole, but I belim·e that the Government are 
to be congratulated on their policy because 
it ensures, first of all, protection against 
mononolies and that nll the arnl>le lands of 
this State >Yill be used to the best advantage 
for closer settlement and the production of 
essential primary products to an extent that 
will meet the requirements of our O\Yn ever­
increasing population and provide a surplus 
for export so that credit balances may be built 
up on the overseas markets to enable us to 
purchase or import from those countries 
commodities essential for the development of 
this country that we arc unable to produce 
at the present time. 

By the provision of finance for large­
scale developmental works such as the 
Bun1ekin, Clare and Dawson Valley irrigation 
schemes, and by the construction of 30 weirs 
on various watercourses throughout the Stnte, 
103,000 ncrcs arc l>eing irrigated and they 
produce 30 per cent. of the total production 
from all arable agricultural land. The con­
struction of bores and tanks on stock routes 
throughout the State and projects that have 
been established for water conservation and 
flood prevention, such as the Somerset Dam, 
which is now nearing completion, are all 
indicative of the Government's policy of pro­
gress and development in primary production 
and an encouragement to people in this State 
who are engnged in those industries. 

I believe that the major means of transport 
in this State is provided by our State rail­
ways system. Since 31 July, 1865, when the 
first railway line was built from Ipswich to 
Grandchestcr, 6,560 miles of railway line 
have been provided and they have materially 
assisted in the development of this State's 
resources. I believe that the rail ways will 

continue to be our major means of transport 
for primary products and for other goods 
produced in this State. In recent years there 
has been a complete overhaul of our railway 
system and our rolling stock; modernisation 
has been the keyword in the reorientation of 
that service. 

Progressive development in our Department 
of Main Roads since its inception in 1920 
has resulted in the construction and main­
tenance of over 20,000 miles of main roads. 
Here again, the factor to which I referred 
pre.-iously and on which I will enlarge later, 
is unquestionably retarding progress and 
deYelopment. 

Successive Labour Governments have built 
up a health scn·ice that is second to none in 
the Commonwealth. It is, in fact, unsurpn,sse<l 
and no opportunity should be lost of congratu­
lating the Govemment on their stand in pro­
viding and maintaining free hospital service 
for the people of this State. The Government 
also provided additional health services 
in the maternal and child-welfare clinics, the 
State school medical and dental services, and 
they have subsidised funds required to operate 
and maintain 85 ambulance centres throughout 
the State, as well as hospitals for the treat­
ment of tuberculosis and Hansen's disease. 
The Government have helped tremendously in 
the maintenance of industrial hygiene. It 
must therefore be acknowledged that the 
Labour Government have made a real humane 
approach towards the problem of health 
services for the people of Queensland. 

We can well be proud of our educational 
facilities too, which have been progressively 
expanded and improveu. Educationists from 
overseas have been impressed by the educa­
tional system here and on their return to their 
own countries have absorbed it into their own 
educational systems That is a glowing 
testimony to the efficiency of the educational 
service in Queensland. We do not contend 
that our system is perfect by any means but 
at least it can be said that we achieved what 
we set out to do. We have improved the 
standard of education and \Ye have given help 
and encouragement by providing education on 
the basis of equality for every child, irrespec­
tive of the economic means of his or her 
parents. Our system embraces all phases of 
education, primary, secondary, industrial, and 
rural, anrl supplies a means of matriculation 
for every faculty of the Queensland 
University. 

We have established regional electricity 
boards, which provide electric power for 
household consumption and for improved 
methods in industry, not only in the manufac­
turing field but in the_ a~rict;ltural field ~s 
well, notably in the dauymg mdustr_Y·. Tlns 
facility has been the means of provrdmg an 
amenity for the rural areas of the State. 

When we bear in mind the fact that the 
GovPrnment have provided these educational 
facilities, the health facilities, the improved 
transport services, and electric energy, it will 
be seen that they have encouraged the people 
to remain in rural areas so as to contribute 
towards the production of the foodstuffs and 



Address in Reply. [18 AUGUST.] Address in Reply. 73 

commodities that are essential to maintain a 
production standard that will keep pace with 
our ever-increasing population. It must be 
admitted that the Government have done an 
honest job in that connection. The people in 
the country have been given some incentive 
to remain there and carry on production. 

It can be proved beyond doubt that the 
features I have enunciated are essential to 
the progress and development of a State and 
they have been progressively built up by 
sound progressive legislation, legislation born 
of the minds of people drawn from all ranks 
and walks of life and foTmed into a composite 
body in the members of the Labour Govern­
ment and the Labour Partv. We have shown 
no preference to class or creed and therein I 
believe lies the continued success of Labour 
Governments in this State. 

I should like now to touch bTiefiy on one 
State enterprise that is of vital importance to 
the electorate I have the honour to represent 
and to the State as a whole too. I refer to 
the timber rehabilitation and reforestation 
that is taking place in the State of Queens­
land. Private sawmilling interests over the 
years have rapidly reduced the available sup­
plies of softwood timbers on freehold lands in 
this part of the State. In 1917 the Labour 
Government laid down and carried out a policy 
of regeneration of our softwood forests. They 
accepted the responsibility of maintaining or 
building up our forests to ensure a plentiful 
supply of softwoods for the development of 
the State in the years ahead. 

It is interesting to r:ote that over one­
third of the total pme plantations in 
Soulhern Queensland are situated within the 
elec'orate I represent and oyer 200 people 
are directly employed in reforestation pro­
jects in the Homcrset !'lect orate and other 
lnrge numbers arc dependent for their 
economic security on indirect association with 
the forestry projects there. It would be 
difficult for me or anvone else to assess the 
timber wealth that ha~ been taken from this 
area by private enterprise, but one fact is 
evident: private enterprise makes no con­
tribution whatsoever, directly or indirectly, 
to reforestation of freehold lands. The 
entire responsibility has been accepted by 
the Labour Governments and the work is 
carried out on Crown lands. 

Unfortunately, however, reforestation 
work has not vet reached the stage when it 
enn absorb ali the available labour in the 
Somerset electorate. All the available 
arable lands are occupied either for dairying, 
agriculture or pastoral production and the 
establishment of some form of secondary 
industry is urgently required in this part of 
the State so that useful and gainful 
occupation can be provided for the surplus 
manpower that is becoming available in that 
area through the closing down of the 
private sawmills scattered throughout the 
electorate. This would retard the flow of 
population to the metropolitan area. 

It is unfortunate that transportation costs 
have prevented the development and pro­
duction of coal in the Brisbane Valley. There 

are coal deposits in that area that I have 
seen and they could be worked by the open­
cut method, because they cany a shallow 
overburden, in some cases not more than two 
feet, but it has been stated by people who 
are inte1 ested in mining that the cost of the 
transportation of this coal to the Mary­
borough district prevents its development 
because coal can be hauled to Maryborough 
and Brisbane much cheaper from the West 
Moreton field. That is a tragic thing for that 
part of the State, because if the coal was 
developed it would provide useful employ­
ment for the people in that area. 

The reticulation of the Brisbane Valley 
with electricity is far from being completed 
at the present time but I am hppeful that 
the projects now being constrncted by the 
\Yidc Day and South Bm·nett Regional Board, 
in conjunction with the Southern Electric 
Authority, will soon be completed and they 
will provide electricity for the areas south­
wards in the Brisbane Valley as far as 
Bcmukin. 

Reticulatirn from the two projects of the 
Wide Day and South Durnett Regional Board 
and the Southern Electric Authoritv will 
reduce greatly the nrea in need of supply. 
l am hopeful that with the rapidly approach­
ing completion of the hydro-electric project 
at Somerset Dam generating costs there will 
be so low that the 3,500 k.w. available from 
that project pumped into the transmission 
lines traversing the BriRbane Valley not only 
will help in casing of electricity rationing 
and prevention of blackouts in the metro­
politan area but will also offset the construc­
tion costs of pmYer lines in these areas so 
that in the yerv near future there will be 
complete reticulation of the BTisbane Valley 
area, particularly those areas at present 
>Yithont electricity. 

I am also conscious of the urgent need 
of secondarY-school facilities in the Brisbane 
Vnlley amf 1 draw attention to the topo­
graphy of the valley, the distances between 
the provincial centres, and the unsuitability 
of the existing railway services. The latter 
is due mainly to the fact that the Brisbane 
Valley line terminates at Yarram:m and the 
railwav line from the north terminates at 
NanangoJ l0:wing a gap of approximately 
16 miles between the two terminals. The 
present rail services are such that it is not 
possible for children in the Brisbane Valley 
who want secondary education to make a 
daily return journey to the only available 
centres existing at the present time, Ipswich 
and Kingaroy, which are approximately 1 ::10 
miles apart. I heartily support the remarks 
made by my colleague, the hon. mem­
ber for Condamine, on secondary education 
and I strongly urge my Government to give 
serious consideration to the establishment of 
a high school at Toogoolawah. 

If it was possible to establish this institu­
tion in time for the commencement of the 
1954 school year it would serve the children 
of the Brisbane Valley from Linville down to 
Esk and thus parents would not be saddled 
with the ever-increasing costs of sending 
their children to boarding schools in the 
metropolitan area. I believe the cost of 
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having a child attend anv such schools todav 
is in excess of £75 a qliarter and if two or 
more children in one family are getting 
~econdary education the cost on the parents 
ts very burdensome. Secondary education is 
just as essential in the rural areas as it is in 
the metropolis because the improved methods 
of farming require a much higher standard 
of education than was necessary sav 10 or 
20 years ago. " 

_The Brisbane Valley is fairly >vel! served 
Wlth rural-school facilities but I am hopeful 
that favourable consideration will l!e given in 
the near future to the establishment of a 
rural school at Yarraman to serve the 
children in the outlying parts of that 
district. 

One aspect of education that is giving me 
a great deal of concern is the difficulty 
experienced by the people engaged solely in 
r~n·a.l activities in some of the smaller pro­
vmcial centres of the electorate in main­
taining the average daily attendance at one­
teacher schools necessary to keep the 
sehools open. 'l'he difficulty is due to natural 
development. Families settled in such an 
area originally and now that their children 
have grown up it is found that there is not 
enough land for those children, with the 
result that they have to go to other areas 
to settle and rear their own families. The 
average daily attendances thus are decreas­
ing rapidly but I feel confident that in order 
to alleviate the position and to ensure that 
primary educational facilides will be avail­
able to all children favourable consideration 
will be given by the Government in the very 
near future to the establishment of area 
schools in the Brisbane Valley, with adequate 
road transport serving them. 

I believe also that there is reasonable argu­
ment for the expansion of hospital services 
in the Brisbane Valley. To snpport that 
need we have our population figure, together 
with the concentration of workers in forestry 
areas and the fact that the existing hospitals 
at Esk and Nanango, as well as being 
approximately 70 miles apa.rt, require some 
modernisation and expansion. At present it 
is impossible to provide sufficient space at 
these hospitals to meet the needs of the 
people. Of course, many problems would 
ha vc to be oYercome but I am confident that 
the Government will give attention to these 
matters so soon as finance is available to 
enable them to give the greatest possible 
benefit to the greatest numbe·r of citizens. 

I am of the opinion also that one way of 
providing temporary hospital service in cer­
tain isolated areas would be to establish 
out-patients' departments at suitable places, 
to be served by the resident doctors at the 
existing hospitals at Esk and Nanango, with 
the aiel of sisters or trained nurses. This 
temporary service could be introduced with­
out the expenditure of a great deal of money 
on construction. Construction costs are heavy 
t.oday and any large schemes for the con­
struction of centres could only mean a ter­
rific increase in our loan indebtedness, which 
in turn would result in adding to the heavy 
burden of taxation already borne by the 

people. These centres could be operated in 
conjunction with existing Queensland Ambu­
lance Transport Brigades and so provide a 
reasonable service for the people of the area. 
It is nnfortunate that many of the provin­
cial centres of the Brisbane Valley have no 
resident doctor. 

Vi'hen 1re consider transport we find a 
great problem confronting us because of the 
fact that when the main road was built 
through the Brisbane Valley low-level bridges 
were constructed at some of the major river 
crossings. Moreover, many miles of th(' 
Brisbane Valley Highway between 'l'oogoola­
wah and Blackbutt Range have not a bitumen 
surfaee. A grave problem thus confronts the 
people dependent on road transport because 
these low-level bridges, those at Cooyar 
Creek, IV'ivenhoe, and Munumba over the 
Brisbane River in particular, have seriously 
dislocated movement in the wet period and 
whole communities have been isolated for 
periods up to 17 days. I am hopefnl that 
the overtures that have been made and will 
be macle again to the Government for the 
constmctiou of high-level bridges will receive 
favourable consideration when finance 
becomes available. 

I have specifically referred during the 
course of my speech to one thing that is 
retarding and preventing the immediate under­
taking and comple,tion of certain projects, 
projects that I believe will provide the 
amenities of life so necessary to stem the 
fiow of population from country or rural 
areas to the cities. I refer to the absolute 
disregard and lack of sympathy with the 
problems confronting Queensland displayed 
by the COJnmomYealth Government in their 
refnsal to undertake auy financial obligation 
for certain projects in this State, and till' 
general restrictions of loan moneys made 
ayailable l!v the Federal Government to this 
State. All "these things have been responsible 
for retarding large-scale developmental 
works in this State and are hindering pro­
gress. I do not think one can be blamed for 
saying that there appears to be a long­
range policy by our political opponents at 
Canberra to financially embarrass a success­
fnl Labour Government in Queensland to a 
point where they would destroy their popular­
ity with the electors of this State. I think 
thnt is the policy being pur,ued by the }~eel­
era! Government today because. they are 
ileliberately embarrassing this State by 
refusing to finance large-scale development 
wmks, some of which have been re.ferrecl to 
preYiously by speakers during the course of 
this debate. 

In conclusion, I want to make this point: I 
believe the Federal GoYernmPnt appear to 
have lost face with one section of our com­
munity in particular. They have not seen fit 
to introduce legislation to improve the lot 
of our age pensioners, widow pensioners and 
i11valid pensioners to ensure that their stan­
dards of life progress equitably with the 
increases that have taken place in the basic 
wage or the economic and living standards 
of the people in the community. 
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I thank members of this Assembly for 
grvmg me a tolerant hearing, and like 
my colleague the hon. member for Condamine, 
I realise that I shall not get such a patient 
hearing in the future. I hope I shall, but 
as I presume that I shall be participating 
in the debates as time goes on, I am pre­
pared to take my share of criticism from 
the other side of the House. 

Debate, on motion of Mr. Morris, adjourned. 

The House adjourned at 4.25 p.m. 
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