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CO-OPERATIVE SUGAR MILLS.

Mr. SPARKES (Aubigny), for
Mr. EVANS (Mirani), asked the Acting
Premier—

¢¢In view of the statements of the Acting

TUESDAY, 30 OCTOBER, 1951.

Mr. SPEARER (Hon. J. H. Mann,
Brisbane) took the chair at 11 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
BRICK-MAKING MACHINE.

Mr. WHYTE (Mackenzie) asked the
Secretary for Public Works, Housing and

Local Government—

¢¢]1. Has his attention been drawn to the
statement that 1,300 houses have been built
in South Africa by means of a new brick-
making machine which ean be operated on
the building site?

€¢2. In view of the grave shortage of
bricks and brick-making plant in Australia,
will he arrange for his officers to make
investigations into this mnew building
method by means of which the walls of a
house can be built within an hour by the
use of interloeking bricks?’’

Hon, P. 4. R. HILTON (Carnarvon)

replied—

‘1. Yes. I have read the Press report
on this matter with interest.

£¢2. The Commonwealth Building
Research Division of the C.8.L.R.O. (which
organisation has a liaison with the Build-
ing Research Organisation in South
Africa), has been requested to obtain and
forward full particulars of the type of
brick referred to, which was recently
reported in the Press as having been
developed by two South African builders
after twenty-one (21) years’ research.’’

SALE oF BABINDA STATE HOTEL.

Mr. WATSON (Mulgrave) asked the

Attorney-General—

‘€1, What was the date of sale of the
Babinda State Hotel?

¢¢2. What was (a) the name of the pur-
chaser, and (b) the amount of the purchase
price?

¢¢3. Was there any condition attached to
the sale in question whereby the purchaser
was given a monopolistic right to a liquor
license in any area at Babinda? If so,
what area?’’

Hon. W, POWER (Baroona—Secretary

replied

Treasurer on Thursday, 25 October, regard-
ing co-operative sugar mills in Queensland,
will he appoint a Royal Commission of
inquiry to inquire into such statements so
as to give persons engaged in co-operatives
an opportunity of refuting such charges.””’

Hon. V. €. GAIR (South Brisbane)

¢«Whether there is justification for the
appointment of a Royal Commission to
inquire into matters relating to co-opera-
tive sugar mills in Queensland will be
determined by the Government at an
appropriate time.’’

BUrraLo FLY LEVY.

Mr. SPARKES (Aubigny) asked the

Acting Seeretary for Agriculture and Stock—

¢¢Ag the control measures under the
Buffalo Fly Control Act have proved
ineffective and useless and stock owners
have to bear the cost of their individual
efforts to combat the fly, as well as paying
for State control, will he kindly give
favourable consideration to the abolition or
suspension of the stamp duty payable
under the Aet in question?’’

Hon. A. JONES (Charters Towers)

replied—

¢¢No. The present position of the buffalo
fly would indicate that the control plan
now in operation has mnot only proved
helpful in preventing the infestation of our
densely dairy cattle populated areas of
Southern Queensland, but has also, to a
great extent, been responsible for the
recession of that pest northwards to a line
which represented its southernmost trend
four years ago.”’

QITES FOR POST-PRIMARY SCHOOLS.

Mr. PIZZEY (Isis) asked the Secretary

for Public Instruction—

<“In reference to sites aecquired since
1932 for post-primary schools, (a) how
many such sites have been aequired, (b)
what is the location of eaech such site and
the date acquired, respectively, and (¢) on
which of sueh sites have post-primary

schools been established?’’
Hon. G. H. DEVRIES
replied—

““(a) Number of sites aequired or in
process of acquisition for post-primary

for Mines and Immigration), for Hon. J.
LARCOMBE (Rockhampton), replied—

‘¢1., 2., and 3. The Babinda State Hotel
was sold to John A. O’Hagan on 14 July,
1930, the sale price being £50,000. The
Minister who approved of this sale was the
hon. H. E. Sizer, M.L.A., the then Minister purposes, 47. (b) The location of these
in charge of the Department of Labour sites and the years when they were acquired
and Industry in the Moore Government. are as follows:—Atherton, 1947; Ayr,
From the records available there is no 1949; Babinda, Bardon, 1949;
evidence to show that the purchaser was Bowen, 1951; Brassall, 1950; Bulimba,
given a monopolistic right to a liquor 1950; Caboolture, 1948; Cairns, 1950;
license in any area of Babinda.’’ Camp Hill, 1951; Charters Towers, 1949;

(Gregory)
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Childers, 1948; Corinda, 1945; Dalby,
; Edinburgh Castle Road, 1950; Glad-

stone, 1950; Cavendish Road, 1947;
Indooroopilly East, Ingham, 5
Innisfail, 1950; Ithaca Creek, 5 King-

aroy, 1950; Mackay, 5 Malanda, 1950;
Maleny, 1950; Mareeba, 1949; Mitchelton,
1948; Mount Isa, 1950; Murgon, 1945;
Newmarket, 1945; Nambour, 1945;
Pomona, 1949; Proserpine, 1950; Redcliffe,
1945; Rockhampton (North), 1947; Roek-
hampton (South), 1950; Roma, 5
Salishury, 1949; Silkstone, 1947; South-
port, 1947; Toowong, 1944; Toowoomba,

; Townsville, 1945; Russell Street,
1949; Tully, ;  Harristown, 1950;
Virginia, Middle Ridge, 1951.

2
Note.—Where a date is not given, the pro-
cedure of aequisition has mnot yet been
completed. (c¢) Post-primary schools have
been established on the sites at Ingham,
Murgon, and Cavendish Road (Brisbane).

ScHOOL TRANSPORT SERVICES.

Mr. NICKLIN (Landsborough—Leader
of the Opposition): I desire to ask the
Secretary for Public Instruection whether he
has answers to the following questions, which
I addressed to him on 23 October—

€41, What is the total number of sechool
transport services?

‘2. What was the total cost of gsuch
services for the quarter ended 30 September
last?

¢¢3. Will he kindly supply me with a list
of the names and addresses of secretaries

of sechool transport commitees in the South-
east Region of the State?’’

Hon. 6. H. DEVRIES
replied—
‘1. Two hundred and ninety-four (294).
€€2. £20,207 5s. 10d.
““3. I lay on the Table a Statement

showing the information desired by the
hon. member.”’

(Gregory)

Paper—Whereupon, Mr. Devries 1aid upon
the Table of the House, a list showing the
names and addresses of secretaries of School
Transport Committees in the South-east
Region of the State.

PAPERS.

The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed.

Report of the State Government Insurance
Office, for the year 1950-51.

The following papers
table—

Ordinance under the City of Brisbane
Acts, 1924 to 1951 (18 October).

Regulation under the Picture Theatres
and Films Act of 1946 (25 October).

Regulations under the Regional Electric
Authorities Aects, 1945 to 1950 (18
October).

were laid on the

[ASSEMBLY.] Coal Mining Long Service Leave Bill,

BUILDING OPERATIONS AND TIMBER
AND BUILDING MATERIALS CON-
TROL ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

INITIATION.
Hon. A. JONES (Charters Towers—
Secretary for Labour and Industry): I
move—

““That the House will, at its next Sit-
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of the
Whole to consider of the desirableness of
introducing a Bill to amend the Building
Operations and Timber and Building
Materials Control Acts, 1945 to 1948, in

9 3 w3 2
certain particulars. —

Motion agreed to.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACTS AND
ANOTHER ACT AMENDMENT BILIL
(No. 2).

INITIATION,
¥Hon. P. J. R. HILTON (Carnarvon—

Seeretary for Public Works, Housing, and
Local Government): I move—

“‘That the House will, at its present
Sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirableness of
introducing a Bill to amend the Local
Government Aects, 1936 to 1951, and the
City of Brisbane Aects, 1924 to 1951, each
in certain particulars.’’

Motion agreed to.

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

THIRD READING.

Bill, on motion of Mr. A. Jones, read a
third time.

COAL MINING ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.

THIRD READING.
Bill, on motion of Mr, Power, read a third
time.
MINING ON PRIVATE LAND ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL.
THIRD READING.

Bill, on motion of Mr. Power, read a third
time.

COAL MINING INDUSTRY LONG-
SERVICE LEAVE BILL.

THIRD READING.

Bill, on motion of Mr. Power, read a third
time.
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SUPPLY.

RESUMPTION oF COMMITTEE—ESTIMATES—
FirsT AND SECOND ALLOTTED DAYS.

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Farrell,
Maryborough, in the chair.)

EsrIMATES-IN-CHIEF, 1951-52,

DEPARTMENT oF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.
CHIEF OFFICE.

. The CHAIRMAN: Order! I desire to
inform hon. members that I propose to follow
the practice of allowing full discussion on the
Chief Office Vote of each department so far
as Consolidated Revenue is concerned and
then to confine the discussion to each par-
ticular vote.

For the information of hon. members, I
point out that the administrative acts of the
department are open to debate, but the
necessity for legislation and matters involy-

ing legislation eannot he discussed in
Committee of Supply.
Hon. G. H. DEVRIES (Gregory—

Seeretary for Publie Ingtruetion)
am.): I move—

‘“That £135,934 be granted for ‘Depart-
ment of Public Instruction—Chief Office’ 27

It will be observed, Mr. Farrell, that the
ncrease in the appropriation over the expendi-
ture for 1950-51 amounts to £23,162. The
reason for that increase is the necessity for
the provision of salary increases under the
General Officers’ Award.

Contingencies have increased to the extent
of £5377. This heading provides for post-
ages, petty cash, typewriter machines and
repairs, allowances to probationers living
away from home, office requisites, telephone
rents and charges and temporary clerks, also
ministerial expenses and the travelling
expenses of the Director-General of Educa-
tion and other departmental officers. Under
the heading of railway fares and freights
printing and statiomery there is an inerease
in appropriation of £357. This item provides
for printing and stationery for departmental
purposes and printing and postage of ‘‘The
Edueation Office Gazette,”” "The bulk of this
amount meets expenses incurred through
orders for departmental ecquipment placed
with the Government Printer and the State
Stores Board and of requisitions on the
Railway Department.

(1115

There are contingencies in connection with
the decentralisation seheme. It will be noted
that the appropriation under this heading
for 1951-52 is £3,500 which is slightly higher
than the appropriation for 1950-51. "As hon.
members of the Committee know—I pointed
it out in my speech on the Address in Reply
Cabinet has approved that for the purpose of
decentralisation of edueation the State he

divided into five cducational regions; the
northerr} region has its headquarters at
Townsville, the north-western region has

headquarters at Hughenden, the central region
has headquarters at Rockhampton, the south-
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western region has headquarters at Roma and
the southern region headquarters at Brishane.
Provision has been made for equipment,
materials, postages, petty cash and travelling
expenses of the regional directors,

It will be noted that for the ecash equivalent
of extended and recreation leave the sppro-
priation for 1951-52 is £2,000. Provision has
been made for the payment of allowances to
officers due to retire as from 31 December,
1951.

Without unduly taking up the time of the
Committee I should like to say that I feel a
great measure of satisfaction and indeed a
considerable measure of honour in heing given
the opportunity of presenting the Estimates
for the Department of Public Instruetion for
1951-52.  As you know, Mr. Farrell, of late
the department has been under fire. 1 am
not going to attempt to eriticise those authori-
ties or people, chiefly the Phess, who have
offered this eriticism. Some of that criticism
was based on sound premises, but much of it
was not. I have listened to statements that
have been made in this Chamber by hon.
members opposite in criticism of my depart-
ment as the result of their failure to obtain
some concession or some right to which they
believed they were entitled, but I feel that
the greater part of the criticism that was
offered was not of very great assistance to
my department in overcoming many of those
very great disabilities with which it has been
faced during the past few years.

During my short term of office it has by
no means been easy for me as a layman to
fit myself properly or completely for its
duties, but if I have achieved any small
measure of success and if I have been able
to meet some of the ecriticism that has been
levelled against my department, I want to
make it quite clear to the members of this
Committee that it has been possible only
because I have been able to seek the adviee
of my administrative officers, who have served
this vast State of Queensland faithfully and
well for many. years.

Government Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. DEVRIES: I hope that no hon.
member in this Chamber will flatter me. I
seek no flattery from members of the Opposi-
tion. On the contrary, I want them to show
me and my Government where we have failed
to achieve the things that I am sure they will
endeavour to prove we have not achieved. I
have travelled this State very extensively. I
felt that it was my duty to travel as far asg
possible, to meet as many teachers as pos-
sible, and to visit as many schools as possible,
so that I should be able to stand up in this
Chamber and combat any criticism that might
be offered. I feel that I have a complete
angwer to any eriticism that may be made of
my department, but I hope that any eriticism
that iz offered by the Opposition will be
constructive. I appeal to hon. members
opposite to take due cognisance of the diffi-
culties that face my department. If they
believe that credit should be given for any-
thing they should do so, but I am sure that
no ecriticism will be forthecoming that will
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convinee the people that the Department of
Public Instruction has failed the youth of
this country.

I propose to be a good listener whilst hon.
members speak on these Estimates, and I
propose as time goes on to develop my
arguments against any criticism that may be
advanced by hon. members opposite,

Mr. MORRIS (Mt. Coot-tha) (11.25
am.): We should approach the subject of
the expenditure by this department dispas-
sionately, fairly, and with a proper regard
to the fact that the administrative difficul-
ties it has had to face in the past 10 years
will be regarded as the greatest in its history
for some time. Let us keep that fact well
in the forefront of our minds, but while doing
80 let us also not forget that neither the
Government nor the suceessive Ministers in
charge of the department—and here I exelude
the present occupant because he has not been
in that office long enough to justify my
directing these comments at him—have not
contributed to the Dbetterment of education
in Queensland to the extent that they should
have done, nor have they honoured their duty
to contribute to the advancement of the depart-
ment in the Cabinet room as strongly as they
might. Tt is a well known fact, T think, thai
from the Cabinet point of view a department
depends for its help on the ability of its Min-
ister, not only to appreciate its needs but also
to present its case in the Cabinet room so
strongly as to gain Cabinet support for the
matters it desires to have dome. I do mnot
believe that the case for the Department of
Puble Instruction has been put as suceessfully
as it might have been in the past.

In the course of his introductory remarks
today the Minister made the comment that
the easiest way to defeat an adversary was
to flatter him. T think it will be admitted at
once that I am not over-given to flattery in
this Chamber, and while I have no desire to
flatter the Minister, T should like at this
moment to express appreciation of his efforts
to have improvements made in education in
Queensland. I believe he has given of his
best in the administration of his department.
I think that will be conceded by every hon.
member in the Chamber. He has shown a
refreshing and sincere desire to improve edu-
cation and edueational facilities. Hon. mem-
bers on both sides of the Chamber will
acknowledge that fact.

The Minister said that during the past few
months his department was more under fire
than it has been for a considerable time.
That is very true but this, far from being a
cause for regret, should be regarded as a
healthy sign. I look upon it as an extremely
good sign, an indication that the people of
Queensland are asking more and more for the
greafest possible improvement in educational
facilities, and the greater their activities and
the stronger their criticism, so long as it is
construetive, the better pleased we should be
and the better pleased the Minister also
should be. The Minister has travelled exten-
sively in order to acquaint himself at first
hand with all that the department has been
doing, As I said earlier, I do not believe
that successive Ministers prior to the present
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one have given the attention to this depart-
ment that they should have given. I shall
elaborate that point. Its truth cannot be
denied, and it will not be denied by anybody,
whether members of the Government Party
or Opposition or the Department of Public
Instruction itself.

Let me digress here. The very name of
the department is entirely wrong. We do
not want a Department of Public Instrue-
tion, we do want a Department of Education,
a department that will concentrate on the
training or education of our children for
citizenship, rather than a  department
designed to cram them with knowledge.

It eannot be denied that one of the major
ills facing our educational system today is
the shortage of teachers. We can examine
this aspeet of the department at greater
length and detail when we get to the sub-
departments but I do desire to spend a little
time on it this morning and ask the Com-
mittec why we are short of teachers today.
The first question that naturally enters one’s
mind is whether our numerical recruitment
over the last few years is poorer than it was
in the years previously. I do not believe
that, substantially, it is. Our numerical
ecruitment is as reasonably good today as
it was years ago. We cannot, therefore, look
for the cause of our shortage of teachers
there. Then we may say the answer can be
sought in the number of teachers leaving the
service. On looking baek over the- pre-
vious years, I find there is not a very great
diversity in these figures. There is some
little difference but it is not an alarming
one. I see under this heading in the report
that last year the number of teachers who
resigned to follow other occupations or to
perform domestic duties was 131, 83 being
females. We cannot assign that reason for
the resignations of the males. The number
of men who resigned to follow other occupa-
tions was 48, which is a large number, but
that can be traced to the economic econdi-
tions through which we are passing whereby
more lucrative positions are being offered to
people than normally. That again we can-
not regard as being one of the major factors
in our teaching problem.

Mr. F. E. Roberts: Do you know of any
other industry or profession employing the
same number of people as the Department
of Public Instruetion where the resignations
have been less than 487

Mr. MORRIS: I do not. I do not regard
the number as being unusual or alarming.
I merely desire to survey the whole field in
order to eliminate those matters that are not
unusual and endeavour to discover what is
really the basis of our problem. If we spend
time, as 1 am sure many have, in going
through the reports presented to Parliament
by the Director-General of Education over
the past few years, we shall find many inter-
esting facts disclosed therein,

There is one point that has been made year
after year by the Director-General in his
report—that we must expect a very substan-
tial inergase in our pupil population. I do not
think he has stressed anything so constantly
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or regularly as that faet. May I digress
again and say that I noticed in the report
submitted by the Secretary for Public Instrue-
tion a very glowing tribute to the capacity
and ability of the Director-General of Edu-
cation. Notwithstanding the fact that I have
quarrelled once or twice with the Director-
General, I agree wholeheartedly with what
the Minister said—that we have a Director-
General of outstanding attributes. 1 think
he came to this department full of enthusiasm
and with the desire to make it something
well and fruly worthwhile. I do mnot blame
him for the fact that we are suffering the
ills we complain about at the present time,
Over the years he has consistently pointed out
that the school population was growing and
would continue to do so for many years. The
Government or the Minister have not taken
enough construective action to overcome that
problem or prevent its development; there-
fore I do blame the Governments of the past
and the Ministers in charge of the department
for not exercising sufficient vision to prevent
this problem from arigsing. It could have
been faced and overcome by correct action
taken years ago.

In proof of that statement I refer the Com-
mittee to the faet that many years ago—I
think it was seven; I should not like to be
dogmatic on that point—this Government
promised that they would increase the school-
leaving age to 15, and the Director-General
pointed out that not only was our school
population increasing but if the Government
intended to carry out their promise and
inerease the school age to 15—a very desir-
able alteration, I think we all agree—the prob-
lem of teacher shortage would be accentuated.
Had the position been faced seveu or eight
years ago we should not be in the position
today of having classes of 60, 70, 80 and in
some cases 90 pupils, and children not being
able to get the attention from teachers that
they should get, and teachers mnot being
able to do the job to their own satisfaction.
Everybody knows that no teacher is happy
in having a class of such a size because all
teachers know that in such circumstances they
cannot do the job they want to do.

Mr. Devries: Do you agree that a big
class is preferable to no class at all?

Mr. MORRIS: Of course, that question
could be answered in no other way. There
must be education and if we have not enough
teachers to enable us to have small classes, of
course we have to have the larger elasses. That
is not my point. My point is that had the
Government over the years taken the right
action they would have had teachers today.
Let me prove that. In England, where they
lost more than this country or any other
country on our side during the war, they
amended the Eduecation Aet in 1944 and pro-
vided for raising the school-leaving age to 15.
But the British Government did in faet put
into operation their intention to vaise the
school age, and because of that they have
been forced by circumstances to get sufficient
teachers,

Mr. Devries: And their difficulties in
connection with teachers are just as great
as ours.
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Mr. MORRIS: I do not think so. At
least they have gone part of the way and
extended the leaving age. We have not done
that, although the Government promised to
do so years ago. We have not been able to
overcome the problem to the extent they
have in England, and in support of my
argument I refer the Committee to ‘‘The
Courier-Mail’? of 1 September, 1951, in
which appear the following comments by
Mr. David Jordan, M.A., B.Se., and Mr. H.
C. Dent, on their arrival here from Eng-
land—

¢¢Britain’s teacher needs have been met
by great expangion of teacher fraining
faeilities, and intensive encouragement of
those entering the profession.’’

Mr. Devries: He did not say that at the
meeting. I attended that meeting and heard
what he said. What he said was altogether
different from what is recorded in ‘‘The
Courier-Mail.”’

Mr. MORRIS: All I can do is quote
this gentleman, who is a very high authority.

Mr., Devries: “The Courier-Mail” pub-
lishes many things that are not said.

Mr. MORRIS: In England they arc
making genuine attempts to overcome their
teacher problems.

Mr. Devries: And so are we in
Queensland.

WMr. MORRIS: But we are not succeed-
ing here.

The Minister has introduced something for
whiech I give him great eredit in making
available to the children in the country the
opportunity of staying at home and 1egrnmg
to become teachers. That is a step in the
right direction, but it does not go nearly as
far as we should go. People who are
authorities on education in Queensland have
advocated consistently over the years the
establishment of hostels at teachers’ training
colleges. That is probably one of the most
successful ways of improving upon the action
taken by us to inerease our teacher popula-
tion. It is a well-known fact that there are
in the country today, children, young men,
and young women, whose parents would like
them to become teachers and who themselves
want to become teachers but who are unable
to do so because they ecannot get accom-
modation in centres where there are teachers’
training colleges.

Mr. Devries: That applies equally to
boys who want to become tradesmen.

Mr. MORRIS: That is merely a negative
argument. We want teachers, and we should
have had infinitely more if we had estab-
lished hostels at our training colleges. In
England, there are 11 hostels attached to
one teachers’ training college that I coqld
mention. Those hostels are housing potential
teachers who come from distriets where there
are mo training colleges. They would never
have been able to enter the teaching profes-
sion but for those hostels. Every]gody who
knows anything at all about this subjeet
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will agree that the establishment of hostels
would have helped tremendously in our
approach to this problem.

I refer the Committee also to an extract
from page 5 of the report of the Agent-
General for Queensland for 1950:—

‘“The reeruitment of teachers and teach-
ing trainees to proceed to Queensland under
the Migration Scheme has been a little
more suceessful. Altogether 21 migrant
teachers have accepted appointments in
Queensland State Schools and other cases
are pending. Appointments being confined
to single men and women is militating
against our chance of materially contribu-
ting to the alleviation of the teacher
shortage in Queensland through migration
channels.”’

I should like hon. members to particularly
listen to these words—

‘“Other Australian States competing
with us in the fleld of teacher recruit-
ment have found the position difficult, and
in the circumstances have extended their
vacancies to include married teachers.’’

This latter part applied as at the date of this
report but the Government might have
extended their vacancies to inelude married
teachers,

The general education system of Queens-
land could be improved under the headings
that I will mention as I go along. The first
is the need to build hostels at training col-
leges and the second is the establishment of
many more State secondary schools. If one
cares to read the report of the Director-
General of Education one will see that more
pupils are attending other than State second-
ary schools, than actually attending State
secondary schools. The Government should
make available more secondary education for
every boy without his parents having to pay
the additional fees required by other schools.

The next heading I should mention is the
establishment of area schools. I know that
the Minister is favourably disposed towards
it, in principle. It would do a great deal to
help education in Queensland.

As I have said before, the education system
of this State should be removed from
the jurisdiction of the Public Service Com-
missioner and a board of three should be
appointed. The Director-General of Educa-
tion should not be subservient to the Public
Service Commissioner,

My, Devries: Do you want the Victorian
system?

Mr. MORRIS: I want a Queensland
system and I want to remove the teachers
from the jurisdiction of the Public Serviece
Commissioner.

Mr. Devries: Why?

Mr. MORRIS: Because I think you
would get a better service within the depart-
ment. As soon as teachers want any particu-
lar improvement in conditions, the Test of
the Public Service want their chop too, as
the saying is, with the result that one section
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of the service is fighting against the other.
I shall elaborate on this point at a later
stage.

The final point I wish to mention is that
the iniguitous scholarship system must go.
At a later stage I will quote the case of a
lad who got 69 per cent. overall in the
examination but because he failed to pass the
arithmetie test, did not pass. Surely any
system under which a child ean get 69 per
cent overall and fail beeause he fails by a
small margin to pass in one subjeet is a
ridiculous system! His whole future is spoiled,
because he is debarred by that failure from
taking advantage of the faecilities available
to the scholarship-holder. Xf we are to
develop a good system of education we must
establish enough secondary schools under the
control of the State to give all the children
of Queensland who desire a secondary eduea-
tion the opportunity of getting one. That is
not so today. I know that a controversy is
going on at present about secondary educa-
tion but I am completely certain that second-
ary edueation is the responsibility and the
duty of the State and it is the State’s job
to build sufficient secondary schools to give
all our children the opportunity of getting
secondary education.

Mr. McCATHIE (Haughton) (11.50 a.m.):
In discussing the Chief Office vote of the
Department of Public Instruetion, I should
like to say at the outset that I appreciate
the opportunity that has been given to the
Committee to diseuss these Estimates. I
have listened during the past 12 months to
criticism by members of the Opposition of
our system of education, but I feel that in
many  instances  that criticism was
unwarranted; and having! listened to the
hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha, who has just
resumed his seat, I say that I have not heard
anything from him that would warrant any
alteration in the present system. T feel that
the Minister and the departmental officials
will weleome any constructive criticism and
will appreciate suggestions that would
improve our educational system, because on
our system of education depends the whole
future of our State,

In commending the Minister on the intro-
duction of the Estimates, I should like to
say that T cannot agree with the statement
of the hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha to the
effect that previous occupants of this
important office have failed to do what was
necessary for the welfare of the department.
I have had oceasion over the years to approach
various Ministers occupying this office and I
have always been very well received; their
courtesy has been outstanding, and the help
given by the department has been remarkable.

The present Minister has taken a great
interest in his office, and I should like to
thank him and the departmental officers for
the courtesy that has been extended to me
on every occasion on whieh I have approached
the department.

I should like to make particular mention
of the regional system of education, which
has proved of such benefit to the State. The
teachers are themselves very happy in that
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they can approach a high-ranking officer of
the department and diseuss with him many of
the problems with which they are faced.  In
particular, I should like to mention the work
that has been done by the northern regional
director, Mir. G. K. D. Murphy, who is at
Present overseas visiting Ameriea and
England. Mr. Mwphy has done excellent
work in the northern region, and all the
teachers who have had occasion to approach
him have been very happy with the result.
He has attempted to deal fairly with all the
problems that have arisen in the northern
region, and my experience has been that he
has been just in all his dealings with teachers.

During the time the Minister has been
in office, he has shown a very practical
interest in the department by travelling
widely to see State schools in operation in
the distant corners of the State. He has
even been to Thursday Island, which is one
of our northern outposts. That practical
interest on the part of the Minister is appre-
ciated deeply by teachers throughout ‘the
State, who know that the Minister is fully
seized of all their problems.

I would not say that there are no problems
in this department, nor would I deny the fact
that every department has to face major prob-
lems. In my opinion, the major problem fae-
ing the Department of Public Instruction is
the teacher shortage. A way to overcome that
shortage may be suggested in this debate, but
so far I have found no single solution of the
problem.

Mr. Pizzey: What is your solution?

Mr. McCATHIE: T shall deal with that
as I proeeed.

One reason why the intake of teachers is
short of our needs is that teachers are mnot
over-keen on serving in one-teacher schools.
When we realise that there are over 1,100 one-
teacher schools in Queensland, it must be
appreciated that one must have a very deep
love of teaching to enter the service with the
knowledge that there is a very distinet possi-
bility that one will have to serve in the remote
areas in the State.

Mr. Sparkes: Are you against the one-
teacher schools?

Mr. McCATHIE: No, of course I am not.
If it were not for our omne-teacher schools,
many hundreds of children in Queensland
would not be receiving the advantages of our
advanced educational system.

One approach to this problem would be the
provision of more amenities for teachers, and
particularly the provision of homes at the
one-teacher schools. At present many teachers
are compelled to live in towns and use a
bieycle or some other means of transport to
reach their schools. In the course of years
this becomes very monotonous and if these
small schools must remain because of economie
factors, a teacher’s residence should be pro-
vided at each school where a married man
is stationed and in each area where a teacher
is eompelled to board quarters should be pro-
vided. This I believe would help very consider-
ably. Many families are mnot very happy
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about providing full board and lodgings for
teachers but if quarters were provided at
the schools single teachers would be reason-
ably satisfied if they could get their meals
elsewhere. That was borne out by my experi-
ence in the department over the brief period
of 10 years.

It will also be to the advantage of the
department to embark upon the centralising
of schools and in that conneetion I quote
this following report from ¢‘The Courier-
Mail’” of 5 September, 1951:—

¢¢“Centralise Schools.

‘Tt was the Government’s intention to
institute central schools in the State when
and where possible.

¢‘The Eduecation Minister (Mr. Devries)
said this in Parliament yesterday.’’

I agree with that policy and feel that it
might be implemented in certain areas of
the State. Because of the shortage of
material and labour, it would not be easy
at the moment to build the necessary sechools
but we could select one area for centralisa-
tion as an experiment and in that way do
something to the advantage of the State as
a whole. This policy was expounded in the
Government policy speech in 1947 and prior
to that reports were made by inspectors of
schools in various areas throughout the State.
At that time I was asked to furnish the
Distriet Inspector of Schools in the Burdekin
district with a report on the possibilities
of centralising schools in the Burdekin area.
I supplied that information and the report
subsequently went to the department. I
followed it up by asking what the intention
was and I was told that at that time the
Government did not intend to proceed with
the scheme, as there was not sufficient accom-
modation at the Home Hill rural school for
the children from the schools on the south of
the Burdekin River. I realised that already
the accommodation at the Ayr State School
was fully taxed. I had been informed that
as a result of an agitation by the public, the
Department of Public Instruction and the
Department of Public Works had decided to
build a new school in the East Ayr area, with
accommodation for at least 150 children, and
I suggest that an experiment should be
carried out in that area with a view to cen-
tralising the schools, at least on the northern
side of the river. There are quite a number
of small schools in the area and with one
exception all have been reduced to the one-
teacher standard. In view of that faect and
the existence of efficient bus services in the
area, the children are attending the State
primary schools, intermediate schools, and
high schools, and the convent in Ayr. T sug-
gest that the department might very readily
agrec to conduct an experiment in this area
with a view to centralisation of the schools.
Rita Island school, 10 miles from Ayr, has
been reduced to a one-teacher school, also
Jarvisfield, 5 miles from Ayr. The children
come in from these areas and in my opinion
there is not much possibility that any of
these sehools will ever become large schools.
Jarvisfield has two teachers, but the other
schools have all reverted to one-teacher
standard because of the operation of the
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transport service. In the same area, the school
at Anabraneh could be accommodated by
the bus service already in existence. In the
northern section of the distriet the Pioneer
school has already been closed by the opera-
tion of the bus service, which has brought
children from the Pioneer mill area to Ayr.
The Brandon school, too, has been reduced
to a one-teacher standard and at present there
is no indieation that the number of children
will reach the stamdard required to get an
assistant teacher. The bus service there is
efficient and the people in the area have shown
their appreciation of the advantages of edu-
cation to be obtained at Ayr by paying the
children’s transport fees to and from Ayr
every week. In the Airville and Maida
Vale areas a bus serviee operates to Clare
and both these schools could be eclosed by
the extension of that serviee. Only one
school, that of MeDesme, a one-teacher school,
remains in that area, and the teacher travels
to and from Ayr. Both a bus service and
a rail-motor serviece operate; therefore, the
Ayr distriet is quite well served for trans-
port. If the department is considering the
centralisation of schools, the northern part
of the Burdekin is a place where that system
can be implemented.

Mr. Low: Is the transport contractor
satisfied with the amount he reeeives from
the department?

Mr. McCATHIE: The bus proprietors
get no amount from the department. They
are operating entirely on their own account.
The parents are so appreciative of the
standard of education to be obtained by
their children at Ayr that they are willing
to pay all transport costs. These men are
not under contract to the department.

On the southern side of the river the
schools that need to be closed by a policy
of centralisation at Home Hill are Inkerman
and Iyah on the main northern road, and
Osborne and Tona on the other road. Children
from all schools are brought into the Home
Hill rural school for swimming instruction
and the scheme is paid for partly by the
department and partly by the school
committees. When a request was made to
the Department to open schools in the Groper
Creek and Down River areas all factors were
examined. It was then realised by the
Department that the best method of approach
was to establish a transport serviee. At that
time I was interested in transport and with
the co-operation of the Groper Creek School
Transport Committee I established transport
in those areas to bring the children to Home
Hill. That service 1s still operating,
and operating satisfactorily. I have in mind
that the operators would be willing to deal
with the department to extend their services
as was necessary because of any decision to
close the schools I have mentioned.

T appeal to the department to give very
serious consideration to the question and if it
is going to implement the policy of centralisa-
tion to make the Burdekin an experimental
area. If that policy is embarked on we
shall have a number of buildings available, but
we can use them quite readily. We shall have
a number of teachers’ residences available. I
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have no doubt that if some of these residences
were re-erected where the need for one-
teacher schools is apparent it would
be of great value to the teaching profession.
I have no doubt, too, that if some of the
residences were removed and erected in the
larger towns for the use of assistant teachers
that also would be appreciated. They, too,
are finding it extremely difficult to get accom-
modation. That is one reason why we find
that many teachers do not wish to accept
transfer. We must endeavour to provide
this accommodation, not only for the teachers
but all the ofticers of the various Govern-
ment departments. If they are assured of
accommodation, they will be more ready to
go to the outback.

Mr. Sparkes: What would you suggest
should be the minimum attendance at a one-
teacher school?

Mr. McCATHIE: I am not prepared to
answer the hon. member’s question. He knows
as well as I do what the regulation is. If
the figure is what the regulation requires it to
be, the department will provide the teacher.

While I was examining the problem of cen-
tralisation—and my interest was not only
that of a transport operator; I had 10 years
in the department—I got valuable informa-
tion on the subjeet from the town of Tipton,
in Towa, in the United States. They brought
children to the central school from a distance
cf 27 miles out and were paying a maximum
of 8s. 2d. a child per week to the transport
operators. They seemed to be more than
delighted with the serviece provided at the
central school. The transport operators were
providing a service to the school and the
sechool had a number of busses, So that the
provision of transport is not beyond the
capabilities of our Department of Publie
Instruction. It can take the matter in hand if
it so desires. An examination of this prob-
lem will make the department realise that the
provision of central schools will give us some
additional teachers and provide for the
children who are able to benefit there by the
highest eduecational standard that we are pro-
viding in Queensland. Parents are apprecia-
tive of what their children are receiving in
Queensiand, and they have stated definitely
that they prefer having their children under
the control of one teacher, maintaining that
it is very obvious that with the full time of
the teacher available better results ean be
obtained.

Mr. Low interjected.

Mr. McCATHIE: If the hon. member
wants to build a home let him go ahead and
provide it. If we are going to implement a
policy of centralisation it is obvious that we
must attack the problem; we cannot stag-
nate or stand still because it is difficult to
get the material and labour that are neces-
sary if we are to provide the acecommodation.
We cannot ignore the problem; we have to
make an attempt, just as we are making an
attempt through the Housing Commission, to
provide homes for our people.

The decision to send Mr. Murphy to
America to study Ameriean education methods
at the Carnegie Institute with the aid of a
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scholarship and at a later stage allow him to
proceed to England to study Euglish and other
edueational methods is a move in the right
direction. When we can send our highly
qualified officers overseas to study at first hand
the methods adopted there, we are doing some-
thing for our State. When Mr. Murphy comes
back he will be able to pass on very valuable
knowledge.

There is another point I wish to comment
on—and I have discussed this matter with
the Minister on several occasions—and that
is the need for the establishment at the Ayr
High Sehool of a University Senior eclass.
Five years ago we had what I thought was
sufficient to establish this class; five pupils
were available to proceed to Senior, but the
department did not give us the opportunity
of establishing the class. In the intervening
years many bodies in the town have
approached the department with the object
of having it established. Again this year we
approached the department. Although this
high school is not in my electorate, many of
the children who attend it do live in my area,
and, as patron of the Citizens’ Association of
the Ayr High School, and as one interested
in the distriet, I feel that T must urge this
suggestion on the Government. Every year
we lose children who would proceed to the
Senior and probably further if facilities were
available to them. Because of the cost
involved, many people who are on the basic
wage cannot afford to send their children away
from the town and pay for their keep for two
vears while they study for the Senior in order
to enter the teaching or some other profes-
sion.

I appeal again to the Minister to give this
point serious consideration. At the moment
we have three children who are certain to
go on to the Senior and one aims at making
teaching her profession and a boy wishes to
study medicine, and even though his parents
might be able to afford to send him to
another area to take his Senior and even
though they might he able to afford to send
him to the TUniversity, it would be of
tremendous help to them and to many others
if a Senior class was established at the Ayr
High School. Already we have Junior
classes and I feel that with one extra teacher
we should be able to cope with the subjects
necessary to emnable the pupils to take the
Senior examination. There are 15,000 people
in the distriet now, and their children will be
needing this education. Because the district
is expanding rapidly and beeause there is a
continuing need for the establishment of this
class, I feel that the department would not
be let down if it established a eclass at Ayr,
even with the small numbers available now.
Early this year, knowing that their children
cannot proceed to Senior at the Ayr High
School, many parents took the opportunity
to get them admission to approved denomina-
tional schools in the North. Those children
could have stayed at Ayr if the eclass had
been available. I have appealed on many
previous occasions for the establishment of
this class beeause I feel confident that once
it is established the requisite numbers of
pupils will attend. I am confident that the
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headmaster and staff of the school will be
able to cope with a Senior course, with one
extra teacher to handle certain particular
subjects required for the examination.

Mr. Low: Did the department turn you
down previously?

Mr. McCATHIE: I have been turned
down consistently over the last six years,
and the organisations in the town that have
put forward the suggestion have not achieved
any success. If we could have a Senior class
established at Ayr we should be doing much
for the future of the district. Many young
boys and girls have told me that they would
have gone on for the Senior if they had
been allowed to stay at home. Their parents
cannot afford to send them away. We require
every child capable of doing it to take the
Senlor course because our professions are not
getting the numbers of entrants that they
need. This is especially so with the teachers’
service, and I appeal again to the Minister
and the department to give the matter serious
consideration.

Mr. PIZZEY (Isis) (12.14 p.m.): It was
quite interesting to hear the contribution of
the hon. member for Haughton. It amounted
really to a condemnation of his own Govern-
ment’s inactivity in the carrying out of
reforms required in our educational system,
such reforms for example as the consolida-
tion of schools and the giving of a higher
education up to the Senior standard at high
schools. I was disappointed to hear him say
that he had not heard a suggestion for over-
coming the shortage of teachers that was
worthwhile,

The hon. member proceeded to make sug-
gestions that we have been hammering at
session after session—the building of more
school residences and the consolidatien of
schools. It is six years since the Estimates
of the Department of Public Instruetion
were before this Committee in 1945, and
in his annual report for that year the
Director-General of Edueation referred to
the raising of the school-leaving age to 15
years. Six years have gone by and we find
that the school-leaving age is still 14, the
age it was when Labour took office in 1915.

It is fitting to discuss the Estimates of
thig department on the oceasion of the com-
pletion of 75 years of free and compulsory
education in Queensland, and I tender my
thanks to the Director-General for his com-
prehensive report on the historical develop-
ment of the various aectivities of our educa-
tional system. I also take the opportunity
of expressing our appreciation to Mr.
Edwards for his contribution to the develop-
ment of education in Queensland and convey-
ing our wishes for health and happiness to
him in his retirement. Last year I reeom-
mended the sending of senior officers of the
department overseas to study modern educa-
tional methods and systems, and I am pleased
to know that the northern regional director
is mnow overseas for +that purpose. The
greatest danger to our progress in education
is isolation, because we in Australia are so
far removed from the other great democracies
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of the world. There is a danger of com-
placency on the part of the Government and
their saying, ‘‘We have done pretty well,
and we are satisfied with our educational
system.’’

Mr. F. E. Roberts: You cannot say this
Government are complacent.

Mr. PIZZEY: To a degree. Too few of
our senior officers have a first-hand knowledge
of modern developments of education in over-
seas countries. We are spending £6,000,000
on edueation and surely we could send senior
and responsible officers abroad to make a
survey of methods in other countries and
enable them to come back here better equip-
ped for the job? I am sure that the Minister
for Transport is now a better-equipped Minis-
ter after his trip overseas, when he had the
opportunity of studying the transport systems
of other countries of the world.

Educational systems do mnot just happen.
They are the inevitable result of wvarious
national factors—raecial, linguistic, traditional,
cultural, social, environmental, historical,
geographical, religious and politiecal. No-one
would be so foolish as to suggest that we
could go to a country, see a good system in
operation, bring it back and impose it holus-
bolus on this country. What is a good sys-
tem in one country would not, of necessity,
be a good one in another country, but surely
there are things that we could learn from
other systems to incorporate in and improve
our own? DBesides studying the other educa-
tion systems, we could go into factors lead-
ing to their development and learn some-
thing. Our senior officers should have the
advantage of real educational travel. It
might eost £5,000, £10,000 or £20,000 a year,
but that is nothing compared with the
£6,000,000 we propose spending on education
in the State. If we want to get the best
value out of that £6,000,000 we must have
men at the top with the best possible know-
ledge of eduecation. Very shortly the Director
of Primary Education and the prineipal of
the Teachers’ Training College will be retir-
ing, and I suggest that the department
should select their successors mow and give
them the necessary overseas experience before
they take up their responsible positions.

On the completion of 75 years of free and
compulsory education in Queensland, this is
an appropriate time to examine the contri-
butions to education in this State by anti-
Labour, or Liberal, Governments prior to
1915, and by Labour Governments since then.
The education system that was in vogue in
1915, when Labour came into office, was
developed by the predecessors of the party
on thig side of the Chamber, and on that
point I should like to quote the Director-
General, who said in his recent report—

‘‘One of the most remarkable features
of the State Education system in Queens-
land has been the limited extent to which
legislative changes affecting the primary
school have been made. With a few minor
amendments ‘The State Education Act of
18757 still forms the statutory authority
for the educational work carried on in the
primary sechools.”’
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Mr. Devries: There have been adminis-
trative decisions that have resulted in altered
methods.

Mr. PYZZEY: That is so.

When that Aet was passed, it was regarded
as the most progressive Act in Australia.
Its author was Sir Samuel Griffith, who was
our first Minister for Public Instruction.

By the turn of the century the foundations
of our education system as we know it today
were firmly established; the department had,
one might say, reached maturity, and there
followed in the five years before Labour
came into power the most rapid edueation
advance ever achieved in our history. In
1909 a Bill was passed by the Kidston
Liberal Government authorising the estab-
lishment of a university. That Bill made
provision not only for day students, but also
for evening and external students. Ten
grammar schools had already been established
and were being subsidised by the State, and
the year 1912 saw the establishment of high
schools at Charters Towers, Gympie, Mount
Morgan, Warwick, Bundaberg and Mackay.
High school tops, too, were established at
Childers, Gatton and Herberton. In addi-
tion, provision was made for classes in
domestic science and manual training for the
fifth and sixth elasses of State schools. For
example, when I was in the fifth and sixth
classes, I received manual training at a little
place beside the sehool of arts. The Central
Technical College had been firmly established,
and classes in technical instruction were held
in most of the larger centres where there
were schools of arts. The Gatton Agrieul-
tural College had been established, but so
far not another agricultural college has been
established by the Labour Government. There
is no agricultural eollege in the North. There
is an agrieultural high school at Nambour,
but not another agricultural college has been
established since Labour came into power.

The Teachers’ Training College was opened
in 1914, primarily to train teachers for the
newly-established high schools. The Teachers’
Training College has been moved a few times,
but it is still in temporary quarters, despite
the fact that Labour has been in power
sinee 1915.

School medical and dental services had been
established before 1915, and the chief dental
officer, who was appointed in 1911, still holds
that post.

From what I have said, Mr. Farrell, you
can see that the real foundations of our
present education system were well and truly
established before Labour came into power.
Moreover, in his report the Director-General
says that the basic principles of the schedules
of 1905 and 1915 are still the basis of school
work. We on this side of the Committee
have a great deal to be proud of, beecause
when ILabour took office in 1915 the anti-
Liabour Party handed over an edueation sys-
tem that was at that time one of the best
in the world; it was recognised as being on
the highest plane and the equal of any
contemporary education system.

Let us look at any progress that has been
made since then. The Director-General in his
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report refers to the consolidation and expan-
sion of the syllabus, thereby implying that
the facilities already existed and that they
had been consolidated and expanded. I will
be fair by giving an account of what Labour
have done since 1915. It has expanded secon-
dary schools and built a few new ones but
not sufficient, chiefly in the direction of new
high-school tops. Labour Governments have
introduced the appointment of specialists in
physical education, music and art. They
have developed the very fine guidance and
research bureau that we have and as the
result of two world wars much advance has
been made with technieal education. They
abolished the itinerant-teacher system, the
sending of teachers into the outback, and sub-
stituted the Correspondence Classes. In that
they did a very fine job. They have estab-
lished opportunity schools. We find no fault
with what they have done but we do complain
that it is little enough in comparison with
what they have not done. Transport services
have been established in many rural areas
and the domestic science and manual train-
ing facilities have been extended. Adult
education has been extended to the country
centres and the development of the Univer-
sity has shown rapid progress over the last
decade.

All those things are achievements; they are
on the credit side. However, let us look
at some aspects of contemporary education
where Labour have failed. We are mnot
declaiming against what it has done. It has
done a mighty job in many respeets but it
has lagged far behind the leading educational
countries of the world. Labour Governments
failed to raise the school-leaving age beyond
14, In New Zealand it is 15, Tasmania 16,
New South Wales 15, Great Britain 15 and it
will be 16. No-one can say that the adminis-
trative diffieulties are greater in New South
Wales or Tasmania than they are here. Those
States faced up to the problem. They decided
to raise the school-leaving age and set about
getting the necessary teachers. They have
done that and they have provided educational
facilities for all. We are the only State in
Australia that provides that the Scholarship
examination shall be the only means whereby
children shall be entitled to get free secondary
education. It is recognised by leading coun-
tries that no child’s education should be
{inished until he or she reaches 15 or 16 years
of age and that being so there should be post-
primary education, preferably from 11 and
12 years onwards. The Minister for Trans-
port said in 1944 or 1945 that he did not
think that a child leaving school at 14 years
of age had had an opportunity of adequate
education. I do not think that any hon.
member on this side of the Chamber thinks
he or she has had adequate education either.

The Labour Government failed to build a
decent Teachers’ Training College, an urgent
need in the community. They have four in
New South Wales, four in Viectoria, one in
each of the other States, and four in New
Zealand, a country with about the same popu-
lation as we have here. They have found
sufficient teachers for their schools. There
is no use in saying that they have tried. The
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Government will have to do more than that.
They will have to go to the lengths of getting
them.

The Government have failed to implement
their policy of the consolidation of small
schools. 1 do not want the Minister to tell
me that T am now suggesting that all small
schools should be eclosed. There are only
certain localities in this very vast State where
vou can have consolidation of small schools,
Dut where it ean be done it should be done.
We were told today that the department had
taken over 147 sites for post-primary sehools,
for consolidation, but little has been done.

Mr, Devries: Forty-seven.

Mr. PIZZEY: I was thinking about
suitable area for consolidation.

In this State only 40 per cent. of the
children who attend secondary schools are
educated by the State, the non-State second-
ary schools educating roughly 60 per cent. of
our children who receive secondary education.
It is high time we provided facilities to enajble
all who desire to obtain secondary edueation
to get it. If we do mot raise the sehool-
leaving age we can see that secondary educa-
tional facilities are there so that our scholars
who desire to pursue their studies on attaining
the present school-leaving age ean do so.
We can say to them ‘‘We will give you
the opportunity to pursue your education
if you want to.”’

The department has failed to build a Con-
servatorium of Music. We hear much from
year to year, from Ministers and members of
the Government Party, that they are going
to establish an institution, but nothing definite
has been done. Probably we shall hear it said,
‘“We have a place in view,”’ but the faet
remains as yet Brisbane has no Congerva-
torium of Musie.

There are many other
could discuss on this vote. It is high
time, for example, we established a
quarterly ‘‘Education Gazette.”” It should
be an  attractive  gazette, one that
would give the teachers and the people the
story of modern educational trends to show
what is being done elsewhere. In other words
we could show educational authorities else-
where what is being done at the Nambour
Rural School, or at some ahoriginal mission
school, or somewhere else. By this means we
should do much to bring our present system up
to date by interesting the teachers and letting
them know what is going on under -the most
modern methods of education. Other coun-
tries issue such gazettes. In faect, the Govern-
ment issue gazettes in other departments,
such as the cane-growers’ gazette, which is a
quarterly publication, ‘‘The Queensland Gov-
ernment Mining Journal,’” and ‘¢ The Queens-
land Agricultural Journal.”’

There is one other point I should like to
stress, Looking back over 75 years one thing
that has struck me in connection with our
system is the fact that we do not bring the
parents into our educational system suffici-
ently. We certainly have them on school
committees, but their power is limited.

Mr. Devries: The school commiftee at
Abercorn made a mess of it.

points that I
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Mr. PIZZEY: We have bigger things to
talk about than petty little disputes between
the teacher and parents at Abercorn. I am
talking about bringing parents into our educa-
tion to advise on our system. In Britain
most of the administration of education is
carried out by loeal educational authorities.
In New Zealand you have nine zomes, or
regions, each governed by a local committee,
something like our electricity regional boards.
Its members meet, advise and recommend
certain things to be done in the region. We
should examine the position to see whether
some way cannot be found to bring parents
inte our educational system with a view to
ereating an informed public opinion. In most
of New Zealand’s seccndary schools the
administration is in the hands of parents.
These schools are controlled by their
governors and it is left to them to run their
institutions. We have an example in our
grammar scheols. We must do something to
create aun active interest by the parents in
our system. Too much is left to the State,
because the State wants to do it. If we
exclude Russia and a few other countries,
we find that we have one of the most central-
ised educational systems in the world. In
Russia no Chureh or other organisations come
into the educational system. Here in Queens-
land we have a dual system running side by
side—the State with our denominational
institutions. My suggestion is worthy of con-
sideration by the Minister and his Cabinet.
Here is a method whereby we can not only get
departmental decentralisation but by giving
more power to responsible local organisations
attract and interest the parents and thus
inform publie opinion.

There is much that I could say about the
new syllabus but I will leave that until we
are discussing the State schools. The
solution of these problems is not easy. It
requires a great deal of thought, careful
planning and great determination on the part
of any Government. They require not only
the co-operation of their administrators and
parents hut of every member of this
Chamber, irrespective of the party to which
he belongs.

I pay a tribute to the teachers who are
carrying on their work unselfishly and often
under great difficulties of staffing and accom-
modation. Upon them the suceess or failure
of our educational system depends.

Mr. WOODB (North Toowoomba) (12.36
pm.): I congratulate the Minister on his
mtroduction of the Istimates, and despite
the fact that he laid it down that he did
not want flattery I feel that every hon. mem-
ber would like to offer some remarks of
praise, and the fact that we mean what we
say should remove them from the category of
flattery. Sinee first taking over the portfolic
of Publie Instruction, the Minister has applied
himgelf to the task with sincerity and
diligence.

Honourable Members: Hear, hear!

Mr, WO0D: The taking over of such a
portfolio by one who has not had an intim-
ate acquaintance with the problems of the
department is not an easy job; no matter
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how hard one may try, there will always be
faults. The other members who have spoken
have been very fair in their tributes to the
Minister and have referred to his sincerity
in endeavouring to administer this difficult
portfolio. I do not suppose any Minister
has travelled as many thousands of miles
as the hon. member for Gregory in the short
time that he has been in charge of this
department. He started off with one great
asset, a liking for children, which is vital
to anyone dealing with children who wishes to
be sueeesful; without it no teacher can hope
to suceceed.

I was rather interested in the nature of
the two contributions made by Opposition
members who have so far spoken. I believe
their criticism was offered in the proper
spirit, which was in surprising contrast with
what we have heard over the past three or
four years, when a concentrated attack has
been made on our educational system. It is
some time since these Estimates were dis-
cussed, and from what I have heard and
read in the papers I was prepared to find
that no ecredit was given to this department
for any of the work it has done. That is
the impression that had been engendered in
the minds of the people of Queensland and
for the past three or four years by some of
the speeches made here and some of the
articles written in the Press—that there was
nothing right with our eduecational system.
As the discussion on these HEstimates pro-
ceeds, we on this side hope to show that
there is muech in our educational system of
which we have every reason to be thoroughly
proud.

I am sure that members were greatly
interested in the report of the Director-
General. It was only proper, on his retire-
ment after a distinguished and scholastic
career, that he should give us a history of
education in Queensland since the Education
Act was passed in 1875. The historieal
record he has given us is one that we should
read again and again, because it shows that
while we have committed faults, while there
are many things remaining undone that we
feel we should like to do, Queensland has
every reason to be proud of the way she has
advanced educationally since 1875. 1 was
rather disappointed that the hon. member
for Isis tended to develop his speech into a
comparison between what was done before
Labour ecame into office in 1915 and what
has been dome sinece. I am sorry that he
had to put his remarks on that political
basis, the very thing he later deplored.

In his very comprehensive report, the
Director-General pointed out the marked
advance that has taken place since 1875,
and he gave us some illuminating figures. He
said that in 1876 the enrolment in Queensland
primary State schools was 36,271 and in 1950
it had inereased to 185,880, that the average
attendance in 1876 was 18,534 and that by
1950 it had grown to 127,427, that the schools
under the control of the department in the
earlier year were 263 against 1,556 last year,
that the teachers in 1876 numbered 617, and
that today they number 4,708, whilst the cost
to the Government had grown from £73,131
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in 1876 to almost £5,000,000 last year. We
see from that the extent to which our educa-
tional system has developed in that 75 years,
and in the few minutes that I have at my
disposal T want to show just what has been
done in some ways in that time. We have
much to be proud of. Do not let us fall into
the error of thinking there is nothing right
with eduecation in Queensland, although occa-
sionally we must be forced to that conelusion
if we believe all that we are told.

Look first at the testing point of our edu-
cation, the child as he leaves the school. If
that child, when he leaves our school, is a
credit to his State, the edueational system
cannot be far wrong. One would go far
before finding children equal to our Queens-
land youth. No matter where we went, we
should find it very diffieult to find children
with the qualities, physical, mental and moral,
that our Queensland children, the children
who have gone through our own Queensland
State schools, possess. The first test of the
success of any system is the product that
system turns out. If the system evolves a
faulty product, it must be at fault, but there
1s very little wrong with the produect that is
turned out of our Queensland State schools.

Again, the layout of Queensland school
buildings has improved greatly and the stan-
dard of the schools in which the children
receive their edueation has shown great
improvement. I know that in every elector-
ate there are schools that we should like te
see improved, but if we are fair we must
admit that this or any other State could
spend £20,000,000 with advantage in any one
year. No matter how we improve our sys-
tem, or the sehools, we should still find ways
in  which further improvement ecould be
effected. The standard of our schools is
improving year by year. The architecture is
on more modern lines, although I vepeat the
suggestion that has often been made here,
that in any future designs we should try to
eliminate the large school of 1,000 children
and endeavour to cater for a maximum of
600, because I believe it is impossible for
the head teacher to get to know his staff and
his children in the way he should when you
get up to the 1,000-pupil mark. Tt is just as
important for the head teacher to know the
characteristics of each individual child as
that he should know the characteristics of
each individual teacher.

Mr. Sparkes interjected.

Mr. WOOD: I have only a limited time
at my disposal and I hope I shall not he
considered rude if I take no notice of the
irrepressible hon. member for Aubigny,

Teachers today are better trained than
they were a few years ago; there are fewer
misfits in the teaching serviece. There is
nothing in our life that is more pathetie than
for a teacher to go in for a career of teach-
ing and find that he is unfit for the service.
Often it is not found out just how unfit he is
to teach wuntil it is too late. There are
fewer misfits in the teaching service today
than ever before.

As the Director-General of FEducation
points out in his report, the syllabus has been
broadened. A syllabus sub-committee drafts
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the syllabus to meet changing conditions and
world events; as each trend in modern life
changes so the syllabus committee endeavours
to adopt a syllabus suitable to the needs of
the citizen. Thus we have seen a great
extension of rural work and project clubs,
which has proved a matter of great interest
and of great practical help in those country
schools where the facilities are provided for
children. Also, we have seen a great exten-
sion of domestic seience and manual training
and I should like to pay a tribute to the
girls in the domestic-science branches and
the teachers in the manual-training branches
who work so efficiently in that hand work,
which is necessary for every boy and girl.
The Dtate has provided, where possible, well
set up workshops for the boys and domestie-
wcienee rooms for the girls and anyone who
has not had the privilege of going through
these rooms whilst the children are doing this
work would have his eyes opened if he spent
a couple of hours in those surroundings.

We have seen too, as mentioned by the
Director-General in his report, a changed
relationship between teacher and scholar. I
have said before that gone are the days when
children went in fear to school. There are
few children today who would miss sehool, if
they were physically able to go to it. It is
on rare occasions that children are afraid
of their teachers; most children regard their
teacher as a friend and the teacher likes to
regard his children as those who show con-
fidence in him.

The hon. member for Isis made reference
to the extension of an appreciation of music
in schools. The State String Quartet and
the State Symphony Orchestra are two ways
by whieh children may obtain an appreciation
of what is good in music. The appoiniment
of specialist teachers in singing has done
mueh good in areas where the system has
been et up to train children in a better way
than under the previous system, and my only
regret is that the system has not been
extended. I should very muech like to see
children in the less-populated areas of the
State receiving such advantages. At the
present time the department, with its limited
staff, has not been able to extend that scheme
in the way in which it would like to, but
great work has been dome by these specialist
teachers of singing and their weekly visits
to the schools where this system operates are
keenly looked forward to by the children.

Later on in this debate T hope to be able
to say something on the establishment of
area schools. I thoroughly agree with the
hon. member for Haughton, who suggested
that the Department should select some
places in Queensland

Mr. Sparkes: On the Downs.

Mr., WOOD: I do not care what part of
Queensland is selected, but the department
should institute this scheme in some part of

the State. Although I realise the present
building difficulties, I suggest that the
department should begin this area-school

gscheme in the very near future. Onee it is
started it will extend rapidly, and I do mot
think anybody in this Committee will regret
its introduction.
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The Director-General had this to say in
his report—
‘I eannot bequeath to my successor a
very encouraging position in regard to the
staffing of schools,?’

He pointed out, too, that this is not a prob-
lem that has been met with only at the
vresent time, but that the department has
previously, according to times of economic
prosperity or depression in the State, gone
through similar cyeles. I believe that he
feels that even if the problem was overcome
now, the future would see a recurrence of
such cycles.

. Many suggestions have been put forward
in this Chamber from time to time, with
which I have agreed. For example, we have
had suggested the provision of hostels, the
building of more residences, the liberalisation
of allowanees for the younger teachers, and
s0 on, and I should like to add ome further
suggestion, that is, that it is time this Gov-
ernment entered into competition with private
employers in their methods of recruitment.
When my son was sitting for the Senior, an
officer of a private trading bank eame to me
and pointed out the advantages of employ-
ment in that bank. I know, too—and I do not
blame that officer for doing 80, as he was only
doing his duty—that he inferviewed every boy
in Toowoomba who was sitting for the Senior
that year. Therefore, if we wish to get our
share of those who pass the Senior each
year, we must compete with private employers
In our methods of recruitment. I suggest
that the department should appoint an officer
whose sole duty would be to help in the
recruitment of teachers. We know that the
mspectors have duties in that regard, and
that on their visits to schools, either second-
ary or primary, they do all they can te
recruit promising students as teachers, but I
suggest that the department should appoint
an officer whose sole work would be the
recruiting of teachers. It would not be a very
easy job; every trade, every profession,
every branch of industry is suffering a
shortage of labour, and we must enter into
direct competition with private employers if
we are to have any success in easing the
Present teacher shortage,

There is ome other matter to which I
should like to refer before my time expires.
It is a matter that was brought to my notice
by an article in the latest ‘‘Queensland
Teachers Journal,”’ which is the journal of
the Queensland Teachers’ Union. Before
referring to the article, I should like to have
Just a word or two to say on the Queensland
Teachers’ Union, which concerns itself not
only with the securing of better conditions
for its members, but also with the uplifting
of them professionally. I know of mno other
body that works harder to lift its members
professionally than it does. I am sure that
the Minister and the officers of the depart-
ment will agree with my statement that
whenever any useful suggestion is offered tg
make the lot of the teachers easier or the
Iot of the child better or to see that the
eAucation given is sounder than he or she
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gets at the moment, such a suggestion always
has the wholehearted eco-operation of the
Teachers’ Union.

This issue of the journal dealt with prob-
lems of the moment and the future, and
spoke of the lack of facilities in outbaek
areas. Some of the figures it mentioned were
very disturbing. For instance, it pointed out
that in 1950 1,061 students sat for their
Senior public examination, being 65 students
nominated in the northern region, none in the
north-western region, 51 in the central region,
and one in the south-western region. So that in
the southern region 944 candidates presented
themselves for the Senior public examination,
while in the four remaining regions only 117
students or 10 per cent. of the total number
who sat presented themselves for this examin-
stion. It does not mean that all those who
sat in the southern division were stulents
who live in Brisbane, Toowoomba, Ipswich,
or even the southern and central regions of
the State. Many hundreds of children come
from the morthern region to take out their
education in the South. The point that the
journal was trying to make was that more
high-school accommodatior should be provided
in the other regions than there is at the
moment. A lack of accommodation in the
north-western region must be disclosed when
not one candidate sat for the Senior publie
examination in 1950. Obviously it would be
useless setting up a high school in towns
with a population of, say, 1,000, in Long-
reach for example, unless hostel accommoda-
tion also was provided. Without the hostel
accommodation it could eope for only day
boys or day girls, pupils who went home
every evening. Therefore I put it to the
Government that they should investigate the
possibility of establishing high schools with
hostel accommodation attached in those
regions of the State where these facilities
do not at present exist, This would help in a
large way to stop the drift from the country
to the cities that is caused by the anxiety
of parents when they find that no secondary
school is available for the education of their
children.

I congratulate the Minister on the enthusi-
asm he has shown in the administration of
the department under his control. He has
always been a great help to me on any edupa-
tional problem that I have brought to him.
I have always found him fair and I am satis-
fied that the progress of the department will
be continued while it is presided over by a
Minister who is so sineere and enthusiastic
as he is.

Mr. WORDSWORTH (Cook) (2.15 p.m.):
The Minister has asked for criticism and has
asked that it be constructive. I have a
couple of items that have mot been touched
on go far by speakers on either side of the
Committee. The first is in connection with a
unified syllabus or unified textbooks in
secondary schools. An example eame before
my notiee quite recently in which a son of a
public servant was transferred from Cairns
to Brisbane. He was doing a Junior course
and was sitting for the examination this
year. The transfer came in the early days
of this year and, with his parents, the boy
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moved to Brisbane, to find that the texthooks
were different altogether at the high school
here from those of the Cairns High School,
and that the timetable was at a different
stage. The net result was that the parents
of that youth sent him back to board with
relatives at Cairns so that he could complete
his Junior course this year.

There should be no diffieulty in obtaining
uniformity in these matters. The Minister
has stated with some pride that he has
dencentralised education by the appointment
of regional directors. All will agree that is
a good idea but there is no need for any
direetor or any individual prinecipal of a
high school to have the right to pick and
choose as regards textbooks and to alter the
timetable or syllabus. The syllabus for both
the academic and industrial Junior, as well
ag other commercial Junior courses, should
be laid down centrally in the Director-Gen-
eral’s office and a timetable should be set
for every high school. There would then
be no possibility of a echild’s going from
one high school to another and finding that
not only was that school at a different stage
of a course for a year but also that he would
have to throw away his textbooks, which are
too expensive as it is, and buy different ones.
The Minister could well give that matter
attention; it is something that will cost his
department nothing, yet be of great benefit
to parents. Parents have to pay for text-
books, whieh do not get any cheaper as time
passes On.

The hon. member for East Toowoomba men-
tioned that the department should compete
with commerce in obtaining students for its
teaching service, I heartily agree with that
suggestion, I believe today that because of
the unattractive remuneration at the com-
mencement of a teaching career many children
who otherwise would be interested are drawn
into other ecallings. I know a youth
who passed his Junior last year. He was
considering teaching., His parents went into
the matter and money entered very largely
into their decision. No-one can live without
money and everyone wants to get the maxi-
mum for his serviees, provided he has an
opporiunity of progress in the future. The
opportunity to embrace the teaching profes-
sion was brushed aside by the youth when
he passed his Junmior, he went into a bank,
and within a month was receiving £5 a week.
That was for the youth on passing his Junior
at the age of 16. Many years ago a youth
of that age on entering the service of a
bank probably earned only enough money
to buy his clothing and his father had to
supply everything else for him. The amount
paid to pupils who wish to become trained
as teachers has not gone up at all in pro-
portion to salaries in the commercial field.

It has been said that the creation of junior
teachers’ training ecolleges attached to the
various high schools and technical colleges was
a move in the right direction. It was, but
that move has not been profitable, for the
reason I have quoted. People will go to
the job that gives opportunity for advance-
ment and also provides an immediate
reasonable income that will enable the youth
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or girl to keep himself or herself. In sup-
port of my statement I mention that I was
astounded to hear a couple of weeks ago that
the Junior Assistant Training College
attached to the Cairns High School and Tech-
nical College, they only had ome student.
That does not indicate that it has been a
success. I suggest to the Minister that if he
gave congideration to the matter of remunera-
tion to student teachers he may get much
better results.

Mr. Devries: You have 8,000 boys in
Queensland learning trades.

Mr. WORDSWORTH: Even the appren-
tice is on a much better wicket today than he
was pre-war. When I was a sugar-mill time-
keeper the first-year engineering apprentice
reeeived 15s. 9d. a week, but today receives
well over £2 weekly.

Mr. Devries: You are not saying that
is too much?-

Mr. WOKDSWORTH: No. I say that
the student teacher is getting too little in
proportion. You asked for it, Mr. Minister!

I had the pleasure of attending a function
in the North in honour of the Secretary for
Public Instruction, who was visiting the dis-
trict, and I listened attentively to what he had
to say. He pointed out that one of the great
difficulties was to get teachers to remain in
the country, that after they were in the
country a while they applied for a transfer
back to the city, and if they could not get it
they would threaten to leave the serviee. That
is a big problem with which he has to con-
tend. I heard a suggestion from a country
teacher of many years’ standing—and he is
content to stay there—that if the department
would speed up classifications—that is, pro-
motions within the serviee—for those who
served a certain time in the country, it might
be a considerable help in keeping teachers in
those country areas. It is nothing new, it has
Lbeen done in the Railway Department for
many years; when it took a long time for a
railway fireman to get classified as a driver,
the period was shortened if he served for a
period in the West. I commend that sug-
gestion, whiech comes from a keen member of
the teaching service, 15 miles from here. It
may help the Minister to retain his staff at
country centres.

More consideration should be given to the
provision of amenities for teachers. The
matter of residences has been mentioned by
two speakers. Not only should the head
teacher be found a residence, but a residence
should be provided for the use of the assis-
tant teacher; I do not ask the Government
to supply such residences free; they could
rent them to their teachers. Make sure that
they can get houses to which to take their
wives and families and you will have more
contented teachers.

T refer to another instance in which there
is the lack of consideration for the conveni-
ence of teachers. The assistant teacher at
Cooktown, when she leaves for her seven
weeks’ holiday at Christmas-time, is not
allowed to travel by a plane. The school
closes on the Friday for the seven weeks.
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The teacher gets a pass to come down by
boat from Cooktown to Cairns and probably
by rail from Cairns to the South, The weekly
boat service between Cairns and Cooktown
leaves Cairns on Tuesday morning, arriving
at Cooktown on Tuesday evening and does not
leave Cooktown until the Thursday morning,
arriving at Cairns on the Thursday afternoon.
This means that the teacher is required to
wait almost a week before she can get away.
The same thing applies to her return. School
starts on the Monday and she has to come
back by the boat that arrives on the Tues-
day before that Monday. I draw that matter
to the Minister’s attention because it is
unfair and would seem to me to be the
rﬁason for the loss of at least one teacher up
there.

Another matter that is of great importance
touches the diploma of engineering. Some
time ago I had a discussion with the manager
of a large workshop here about the desir-
ability of encouraging apprentices to go on
for the diploma of engineering. At the
moment, an apprentice who is serving his
time is required to do a course at the tech-
nical college, at which he does praetical, theo-
retical and written work. That keeps him
fairly busy at night, and it is found that in
proportion to the number of apprentices in
engineering there are far too few who are
going for the diploma. It is highly desirable
that as many of our Queensland boys as pos-
sible take this course, for it opeuns the way
to a higher standard of engineering. A lad
who is content merely to take his technical
college course as an apprentice usually ends
up as a fitter and turner, or he may go for a
second-class engineer’s ticket later, but that
really amounts only to a permit to take
charge of certain steam plant and so on.

A certain Brisbane engineering firm is
desirous of having as many of its apprentices
as possible go on to their diploma in engineer-
ing. To encourage them to do this, the
firm made an offer under which the lad
paid for the first year of the course himself,
and when he completed that first year,
the company would pay for the second
year. Then, if the lad completed the second
year, the company would pay for the third
year, and so on. All the lad had to do was
to prove his bona fides by completing the
first year and paying for it himself. TUnfor-
tunately, only about one out of every 10 lads
who took the course completed it, the reason
being that the two courses together, the tech-
nical ecollege apprenticeship course and the
diploma of engineering proved too much for
the lads. It did not give them enough time.

The suggestion made is—and this comes
from an experienced engineering establish-
ment—that a lad who wishes to take the dip-
loma course should be allowed, after having
done the first year of the ordinary apprentice-
ship course, to do only the practieal engineer-
ing part, such as fitting, using a lathe, a shap-
ing machine, or a drilling machine, provided
he takes the university diploma course. More
engineers of this State should do the diploma
course. This would give us a higher stan-
dard of draftsmen, tradesmen and designing
engineers, and it has to be remembered that
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the whole of the world is hungry for trained
tradesmen who hold university diplomas in
engineering.

Ag certain moneys are being appropriated
in the Xstimates to deal with agricultural
training I should like to say that we are mnot
giving attention to our most important fune-
tion in this respect, the production of suffi-
cient food for ourselves. Everyone who is an
authority on the subject, not only in Austra-
lia but throughout the world, forsees a short-
age of foodstuffs. It has been forecast that
in some of our main primary-producing indus-
tries, in which up to the present we have been
large exporters, we shall not be able to pro-
duce sufficient to supply Australian require-
ments, and I think that the time has come
when there should be a decentralisation of the
activities of the Queensland Agricultural High
School and College. This work may be car-
ried out on a small scale for a start but there
are many areas where farmers and their sons
would be glad to avail themselves of techni-
cal edueation in the art of farming and ani-
mal husbandry. This science is becoming day
by day more important to the farmer and the
man who has practical experence, plus the
theoretical and technical experience that is
necessary in this machine and scientific age,
will be the farmer of tomorrow who will be
able to produce twice as much on a piece of
ground as he could produce today.

In concluding on thig subject I should like
to repeat a quotation made about 150 years
ago by Dean Swift. It was to the point in
those times and is apt today. He said—

‘“And he gave it for his opinion that
whoever could make two ears of corn or two
blades of grass to grow upon a spot of
ground where only one grew before would
deserve better of mankind and do more
essential service to his country than the
whole race of politicians put together.”’

Mr, LLOYD (Kedron) (2.33 pm.):
Opportunity is given to members of the Oppos-
ition when discussing Estimates in Committee
of Supply to put forward a number of gran-
diose schemes and offer gratuitous eriticism of
the policy pursued by the Government, but
seldom do we find that any of the sechemes
advanced have any substance in them. Per-
haps the knowledge that they will not be
called upon to account for the sehemes and
that they will never have the opportunity to
put them into practice enables hon. members
opposite to become progressively extravagant
in their ideas. For instance, the hon. member
for Isis went to the trouble of trying to
persuade the Committee that there was an
odius comparison to be drawn between the
practices of anti-Labour Governments and
Labour Governments but he had to go back to
ancient times—about 1875—to give grounds
for his argument. Perhaps it can be said
that by the time Labour eame into power in
1915 the people had begun to realise the
futility of the anti-Labour policy in the field
of education and decided to give a Labour
Government the opportunity of bringing for-
ward a progressive poliey.
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It seems rather significant that all the pro-
gressive improvements in education have come
about since 1915. Only since that year do
we find that education has not been the
prerogative of the wealthy few; from 1915
onwards the field of education has been open
to all sections of the community and not
confined to the few who could afford to pay
for it. From 1915 to 1929 there was progres-
sive departure from the principle that educa-
tion had to be paid for.

‘We even find in the report of the Director-
General, which was referred to by the homn.
member for Isis, the following paragraph on
page 32.—

‘‘Similar opposition to State control of
secondary education was expressed by other
prominent speakers during the seventies,’”’

It was not till the period between 1916 and
1920 that secondary and technical education
were introduced and placed completely under
State control; in other words, secondary and
technical education were made available to the
people as a whole.

Mr. Pizzey: Why don’t you be honest?

Mr., LLOYD:
try to be honest.

On page 33 of the Director-General’s report
we read that in 1916 the high-school depart-
ment of the Central Technical College gained
a semi-independent existence with the appoint-
ment of a separate supervisor. From then
till the present time, secondary and technical
education have developed in this State under
the wise and sympathetic administration of
sueccessive Labour Governments. After 1932,
of course, Liabour had to cover a good deal
more territory than would otherwise have
been so because of the retrogression that took
place between 1929 and 1932, when the
principle of free edwation received a severe
getback. One of the first Government depart-
ments to feel the axe uider the Moore Govern-
ment’s regime was the Department of Public
Instruction.

We on this side always

Mr. Morris interjected.

Mr., LLOYD: I was very surprised this
morning when the speech of the hon. member
for Mt. Coot-tha did not consist of the usunal
destructive eriticism.  On the contrary, his
suggestions were constructive and I believe
that he was quite sincere in putting them
forward. Personally, I quite agree that the
Scholarship examination is not all that we
might hope it to be.

An Qpposition Member: Be careful!

Mr. LLOYD: I have no need to be
careful. Every member of this party has
the right to speak his own mind.

The Scholarship examination imposes a
form of nervous tension and strain upon chil-
dren of tender yvears to which perhaps they
should not be exposed, but whilst we have
highly-skilled officers in the Department of
Public Instruction who tell us that as yet
no substitute has been found for the Scholar-
ship examination, we must accept their advice.
After all, we are administering the affairs
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of this State for the welfare of this State,
and we must accept the advice of the men
whom we appoint to those responsible posi-
tions. If we accept their adviece, we must
admit that as yet therc is no substitute for
the Scholarship examination. Perhaps the
periodieal examinations that are held in each
school during the 12 months of the Scholar-
ship year could be used as a standard, and
the children eould pass on to secondary educa-
tion if they reach the standard that is laid
down by the school, but at the same time
everyone must admit that the Scholarship
examination is achieving its purpose in that
the echildren and the teachers are at their
very top during that year, and the competi-
tive spirit forms the groundwork for secon-
dary edueation and for later study at the
University.

‘We have been passing through a very diffi-
cult period in the educational as well as in
every other sphere of life. There is no reason
why edueation should mnot meet the same
diffieulties that are common to every other
sphere of our activities, and we must face up
to the faet that those difficulties will eontinue
to be with us for several years yet. Sinee
1945, when there was a big exodus of
ex-service men from the armed forces, and
with the huge increase in population that has
taken place as ihe result of this country’s
immigration policy, the educational facilities
of this State have been scverely strained.
It means that the accommodation has been
insufficient to meet the demand, and the
number of teachers also bas been insufficient.
The burden has been on the department and
the Government, yet the Opposition would
take advantage of any difficulty facing the
Government in an attempt to diseredit them
in the eyes of the people, whereas in fact
the Government are doing their best to over-
come the difficulty.

Mr. Morris: But not enoug .

Mr, LLOYD: Most of the sclools in the
large suburbs have about 800 ‘hildren in
attendance, some of them more but approxi-
mately 50 per eent. of them are in the pre-
paratory classes, that is, between the ages
of five and seven years. At the Mitchelton
school, for instance, there are 800 pupils
with 400 in the preparatory classes, and at
Stafford State school there are 850 pupils
with 400 in the preparatory classes. These

-are two growing suburbs and as they go ahead

it naturally follows that a great number of
the children at the schools will be the younger
ones. In some cases it is neeessary to sep-
arate the schools into infants’ and primary
schools and in most cases this has worked
very efficiently. It enables the children
between the ages of five and seven years to
get a good preparatory form of education, a
preparatory education that is a training in
concentration and discipline upon which is
based the framework of their later education.
They get more grounding in psychological
teaching than in actual technieal teaching.
The children themselves come straight from
the home to the school and if they are placed
in the hands of a teacher in the infants’
school who has the necessary training to give
them the proper edueation in those tender
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years, she can do a tremendous amount of
good for them in laying a sound foundation
for their later education.

Mr. Morris: She could do better if she
had smaller classes.

Mr. LLOYD: Every teacher can always
do much better with a smaller class but can
we wave our hand and pluck teachers from
the atmosphere? If we could we could give
the children all these advantages and put
them all into very small classes, but con-
ditions are difficult today.

Mr, Morris: They deserve them.

Mr. LLOYD: Of course they deserve
them and every member of the Government
party believes that the children are deserving
of all the advantages that they can get in
education. The Government are doing their
best to provide them.

Mr. Morris: They are not.

Mr. LLOYD: The Government are seeing
to it that the children get the best educa-
tional faeilities available to them. They
have gone so far as to relax the standard of
admission of teachers into the teaching service
in order to ensure that the number of teachers
shall be increased. They have allowed teachers
to continue in the service beyond the retiring
age, even up to 70 years, in order that the
children may get the necessary education.

Personally, I think that more considera-
tion should be given to children of tender
years. I think that where you have a number
of children in the preparatory classes and the
other grades insufficient attention is given to
children of tender years. Where you have a
separation of the school into infants’ school
and primary school you have a stabilised form
of teaching available for the smaller children
and, as I said before, this provides a very
sound and solid foundation for their later
schooling.

If we are to develop our edueation, we must
continue to revise our syllabus and keep that
syllabus up to date. I was very happy indeed
to read within the last few weeks a newspaper
article furnished by the Minister in which
he said that the teachings of democracy would
be included in the school syllabus. Demo-
cratiec teachings will go a very long way
towards ensuring that our younger people
will have no leanings later on towards any
foreign ideology whose dangers they are
unable, in their immaturity, to appreciate. A
good solid foundation of schooling on demo-
cratic lines will teach our children the
advantages of democracy and encourage them
to study history on a demoeratic basis. We
can then achieve our purpose of establishing
within their minds a resistance to the infiltra-
tion of any foreign doctrines such as Com-
munistic teachings. We have a very sound
example of that democratic teaching in the
Ameriean Bill of Rights.

If the foundation of any alteration of the
syllabus was made along those lines—a very
comprehensive cover of all the freedoms
that we have in a democeracy—we should have
no fear for their outlook in the future.
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Attention could be given also to the princi-
ples of the Declaration of Human Rights, and
the United Nations Charter. Education along
those democratic lines would form the basis in
their minds of future resistance to foreign
ideologies and teachings. We often find that
the most noted Communists were recruited
from the intelligentsia. They thought they
could see in some foreign ideology some form
of social advantage. They could see suffer-
ing and inequalities and, being rather ideal-
istic, they thought there was a panacea for
those ills in some new ideology. If the
foundations of our education are on a demo-
cratic basis, then some form of resistance will
be implanted in their minds while they are
young that will enable them to view matters
in a different light as they grow older. We
shall then find that the spread of Communism
or of any other foreign ideology will be
lessened.

The report of the Director-General of
Edueation is a very lengthy and historical
survey of education in this State. That
survey reveals that this Government, as well
as past Governments, have something to be
proud of. We have the framework of an
educational system which offers to the people,
in the form of scholarships and fellowships,
full freedom to embrace them. We have no
limitations in what is offered to the people
by the department under our educational
system.

We are fortunate in having in charge of
this department a man of the calibre of the
hon. member for Gregory. Since his eleva-
tion to that office he has taken a very active
interest in the working of the department
and I do not think any Minister has been
more sincere in his work.

Mr, Sparkes interjected.

Mr. LLOYD: He has endeavoured
to study the problems confronting the depart-
ment and to find a solution for them, and
in that he has achieved a great measure
of success in the short time he has held his
present office. I have no doubt that the
Minister will continue to tackle the problems
of his department with the same zeal and
to overcome them with the same success.

Mr. H. B, TAYLOR (Clayfield) (2.51
pm.): While the Minister does not want
flattery, I think all speakers have been
agreed that he has shown an enthusiasm in
the administration of this department.

I must say that I was disappointed at the
Minister’s imtroductory remarks because I
did look forward to hearing something from
him of the proposed activities of the depart-
ment; rather has the Minister said, ‘‘My
Estimates are here before the Committee,
the Opposition can eriticise them as much
as they like, and what I have to say will be
said in reply to any eriticism.’’ That was
disappointing in view of the fact that there
is a new syllabus and consequently there has
been a new interest during the past year in
the education of the children of this State;
I do think that the Minister could have
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opened up the debate with a short survey,
not of the deeds of the past, but of the
proposals for the future.

I should like to touch on one or two of
the things that are proposed for the future.
I have no wish to dwell in the past or to
engage in eriticisms of the department’s
activities in the years prior to the Minister’s
association with it. Last Wednesday night
I attended a State school parents’ meeting.
I have two State schools in my electorate,
consequently it will not be hard to guess
which one I went to.

Mr, Devries: They are good ones too,
they tell me.

. Mr. . B. TAYLOR: I went to the meet-
ing of the Ascot State Sechool Committee.
The attendanee is over 1,200 ehildren and
the parents are particularly interested in
the welfare of the children. All credit is
due to the teaching staff, from the head-
master down for the enthusiasm and interest
they have shown in their work. Some of the
parents said, ‘‘What about the new
syllabus?’’ T said, ‘‘I probably shall be
able to tell you all about that at the next
meeting; I am sure that when the Estimates
come on the Minister will tell us something
of it.”” The headmaster told me that he
knew a little about it. I went round to the
school and found out what preparations were
being made.

I find that the new syllabus provides for
eight grades instead of seven, and that the
infants’ seection is to be quite interesting.
This new method of learning by ‘‘Look and
Say’’—TI believe that is the official deserip-
tion—seems to be at least novel. I can assure
you that if the headmaster had not the close
co-operation of the parents in addition to an
enthusiastie staff, when this syllabus comes
into operation, there will be no implements;
in other words, no tools of trade for the
teachers. This is the remarkable thing about
it. The syllabus is planned on the system
‘‘Look and say.’’ The children see a picture
and say what it is. Underneath is written
a word. There is a picture of a pram, or a
cot, or a tub, and underneath the picture
there is the word. Just by their observation
of these pietures, the children learn the
words. But nothing appears to be supplied
by the department.” Our school sent out an
appeal to the parents for these things—

Tlustrated papers or magazines.

Picture books.

Cotton reels.

Soft-drink bottle tops.

Large beads suitable for the children to
thread.

All varieties of cardboard breakfast-food
cartons.

Greeting cards jsuch as Birthday or

Christmas ecards.

Scraps of cloth for practice in matehing
for colour and texture,

Yesterday morning I went into one room
and saw four ladies who had volunteered to
help the teaching staff surrounded with
thousands of women’s journals and pieces
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of cloth, hundreds of cartons from break-
fast foods, and about a drayload—at least
four rubbish tins full—of bottle tops. Then
I went across to the teacher who will have
the responsibility, in the New Year, of a
class of 100 infants in the 44- to 5i-year-
old group and 50 more in the 5%- to 6-year-
old group who will be taught through this
system of ‘‘look and say.’”” The teachers
had pasted on cardboard, with the help of
the parents, all sorts of illustrations, which
the children will have to match.

I was extremely surprised to see that in
this scheme of mateching, the children of 5
years of age are being taught the first prin-
ciples of housie-housie, or, as I believe it is
called now, Lotto or Bingo. Ten ecards are
given out to the children and from a box
they have to pick cards to match these cards.
Presumably, when a card is completely
matched, the child with the first card matehed
is the winner. Apparently the only difference
between that and housie-housie is that they
do not get a prize.

In a school such as Ascot, where there are
many willing people who are able to help in
the preparation of these methods of training,
the scheme will work, but I heard of a differ-
ent pieture at another school. I know the
teachers went south to learn all about this
new method of training preparatory children
and that teachers from various schools have
been to other schools to get that knowledge
from those who went south, and all schools
will have to have these pictures all set up
on cardboard, to teach the children aceording
to the new syllabus.

A story told to me was that one teacher
in eharge of a one-teacher school, a young
lady, was preparing all these things, with the
help of her parents, at her own expense,
When the new syllabus comes into operation
next year, that young lady will have those
particular implements of teaching. If she
is transferred she will take them away
because, having provided them at her own
expense, they will be her own property. Any
new teacher coming to the school will have
none of these tools of trade umless, in anti-

cipation, he brings them with him. There
was a whole eabinet full of ecards and
envelopes with jigsaw puzzles and other

things that took a tremendcus amount of
work to get together.

Mr. F. E. Roberts: Did the Ascot school
put in a requisition for these things?

Mr. H. B, TAYLOR: It has requisitioned
for them but will not get them.

Mr. Devries: Did you not hear the reply
I gave to a question the other day with
regard to the very things you are speaking
of 7 You may have been absent.

Mr. H. B. TAYLOR: The Minister knows
that I am rarely absent.

Mr. Devries: Look at the answer I gave.

Mr., H. B, TAYLOR: I shall be pleased
to do so. The school appears not to have
these things unless it has the help and
co-operation of the parents. Judging by the
work done in that school, where they are
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going in relays every day to help, there is a
vast amount for the parents to do. Whilst
it may be comparatively easy to do this work
in that area, it would not be so easy in
others.

I have heard something of a change in
syllabus and the extension to eight grades
instead of seven, meaning a reduction in the
primary school’s teaching of mathematies.
Whilst boys and girls who go to secondary
schools will be required to have the same
degree of knowledge of mathematics if they
go on to the University, the two years in
which they train at the secondary schools will
be insufficient. I believe there is a suggestion
—and it is worthy of consideration by the
Government—that it be three years instead of
two years, but I am not in a position to say
whether it has been approved. So far as I
know, it has not, and I hope the Minister in
his reply will tell us something about it.

In the discussion on the Chief Office Vote
of the department one may briefly touch on all
matters relating to education, and I want to
say that at the Ascot State school new class-
rooms are being built. T had a look through
the school yesterday and it was surprising to
find that when new permanent classrooms are
being built—it is not a temporary structure,
as there are double walls—fixed partitions
will subdivide the rooms. For instance, if 6th
grade wanted to hear a broadeast or a
special speaker—and this was something that
would interest another grade—folding doors
between the rooms would be the sensible
things to have. With the fixed partitions in
the wooden building this is going to be very
difficult. I saw another classroom in the old
building that has folding doors, and at the
time I was there a broadcast was being
listened to by a class of 64 boys and 56
girls. Both classes were able, because of the
folding doors in the one long room, to hear
this broadeast. I think somebody has made
an error. Whether it is an error on the part
of the Department of Pubic Instruction or
the Department of Public Works I do not
know, but it seems that the latter department
decided how the building was to be erected.
If the Minister saw what I speak of he
would realise how unsatisfactory it was from
a teaching point of view.

Mr. Lloyd: Did you bring that to the
notice of the Minister?

Mr, H, B. TAYLOR: It was only yester-
day that I saw it. I am bringing it to the
notice of the Minister now. Only the frame-
work of the partitions is there at present,

Another matter that I should like to men-
tion is that whilst paying a visit to the Eagle
Junction State school I said to the head-
master, ‘‘Why don’t you ask for this school
to be painted?’’ He showed me a requisition
for painting that had been duly approved in
August last year, 15 months ago, but there is
ro sign that any work has yet been done on
it. Does the department follow up these
approved jobs, or is the Department of Public
Instruction entirely at the merecy of the
Department of Public Works? It seems to
me that that is a typical illustration of a
valuable building erying out for a coat of
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one. The painting of the building was

approved 15 months ago, but nothing has
yet Leen done about it.

Mr. Gair: A coat of paint has a very
great effect on the development of the char-
acter and the mind!

Mr. H. B. TAYLOR: The Acting Premier
should be aware of the faet that it is the
duty of his Government to take care of
Government buildings and to realise that they
arc the property of the people. In addition
to taking eare of the education of the child-
ren, he should do something about following
up what the Department of Public Instrue-
tion has asked for.

The subject of libraries is very dear to my
heart and I shall probably deal with them
more fully when that vote comes before the
Committee. However, I notiee in its report
that the Library Board is taking great credit
for one thing., The report reads—

¢¢Queensland is the only State in the Com-
monwealth in which large amounts of sub-
sidy are paid on capital expenditure on
library buildings.’’
Queensland is also the only one of the eastern
States of Australia that fails to give the
people a free library service. I wish that
fact had been included in the report in order
to make it clear that although the Govern-
ment take credit for one thing, they are sadly
lacking in another.

I have mentioned all those things with
which I want to deal at this stage. I shall
deal with the sub-departments later on.

Mr. TURNER (Xelvin Grove) (3.8
p.m.): There is no department in the Govern-
ment service that I appreciate more than the
Department of Public Instruction, and at
tintes I have been quite peeved to hear the
eriticism, particularly in the form of ques-
tions, that has been levelled at it. When
cne realises the ramifications of this depart-
ment and the work it is doing for the nation
in building good citizens, one can have noth-
ing but appreciation for it. One matter
that I should like to mention particularly is
that the Department of Public Instruetion
does not discriminate between brilliant and
sub-normal children; every child has a place
in the department.

I am partieularly pleased with the results
that have been obtained in our schools by
children who are under the care of the State
Children Department. Many years ago those
children were threwn into industry as soon
as they reached the age of 14 years; they
did not have the opportunity of sitting for
the Scholarship examination and proceeding
further with their edueation. On the con-
tra-y, they were thrown immediately into
indnstry and had to battle their way through
life.

Mr. Sparkes: And they were some of
your best men, too!

Mr. TURNER: I suggest, Mr. Graham,
that you should send the hon. member for
Aubigny out for a lesson in good manners.
This would be a very appropriate time to do
that.
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In 1950 fifty State children obtained a State
primary scholarship, 34 out of 40 passed their
Junior and the Public Service examination,
and 3 passed Senior. That will indicate how
children can be deprived of their opportunities
in life if they are not permitted to sit for
these examinations. Let me tell of a family
that lived near me some years ago. The
mother died when the children were very
young, and three years later the father was
killed in an accident. I had the children put
into State homes. The boys went to the
Methodist Home at Wynnum and the girls to
the Alexandra Home. When the oldest lad
reached 14 years, he started work with Over-
ells, and when the other two reached 14 years
they went out onto sheep properties. They
were not content with their lot and after eor-
responding the two of them bought a little
property a 5-acre block at Brookfield, to go in
fer pineapple-growing. Then the war came.
The eldest boy went to the war. The seecond,
Tan, joined the Air Force, and the third
joined the Commandos. On their discharge
from the fighting services, two of them took as
their rehabilitation eourse a training for the
ministry at King’s College, and the other boy
took law. Today, two of them are Ministers
in the Methodist faith, and the other an
articled clerk with one of the leading solici-
tors of Brishane. All of them are doing
remarkably well, despite the fact that they
were turned out of homes on reaching 14 years
of age. It is pleasing to note that since those
years educational privileges have been
extended to all State children.

The department has given splendid service
through its Correspondence Classes. Thous-
ands of young children, and adults too, get
their edueation in this way beeause no other
means are available to them. I am happy to
know that 27 out of 39 children passed their
Scholarship examination through these classes
last year. It is also gratifying to know that
one lad who passed his scholarship three years
ago, passed his Junior last year with 8 As, 1
B and 1 C. Last year 11 pupils of the Cor-
respondence Classes passed their Junior and
received in the aggregate 28 As, 25 Bs, and
31 Cs. It should give people a great uplift to
know that the department can spread its
activities so wide and far afield with such
positive snceess that children are not only able
to pass their Scholarship examination but can
pass their Junior as well. It is interesting to
note that a young lad who got his primary
educationship for Scholarship through the
Correspondence Classes and then passed his
Junior was only a few weeks ago selected as
the Rhodes scholar for 1951. That was
Edward Frederick Henzell. It is proof that
the Correspondence Classes are of a tremend-
ous value to this State when young people,
with the aid of their parents, are able to use
it as a means of gaining the highest academic
education.

I was very interested in the remarks of
the hon. member for Kedron, who told
us of the difficulties and the advantages
of some new areas that have been establshed
in the suburbs of Brisbane in the last few
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years. 1 quite agree with what he said—
that all our activities so far as new schools
are concerned must be extended into the
newly-developed suburbs. As the Greater
Brisbane area extends, so must our schools
be placed where the young folk are in order
that they may get their education. All the
large schools nearer to the ecity could then
be converted into secondary schools, which
are very urgently needed. They are very
beautiful buildings and would make admir-
able secondary schools. A few years ago
plans were made whereby we were going to
have our primary schools where the young
people would get their education from the
kindergarten to the fifth-grade stage, and
then to the post-primary from the sixth
grade right on to their Senior before enter-
ing the University. Unfortunately war
prevented building activities, but I am leok-
ing forward to the day when the scheme
envizsaged by the department will be an
aceomplished fact. The department should
concentrate on building new primary schools
where our vouth can be educated up to the
fifth grade, thus implementing the policy
decided on a few years ago. That will he a
tremendous uplift to our education facilities.

I was interested in the remarks of the hon.
member for Clayfield. I was happy to learn
that the Ascot State School’s new headmaster
had at least realised the value of a parents’
committee. T remember the late Hon. F. A.
Cooper, who was Secretary for Public Instrue-
tion, telling us of a visit he paid to the Ascot
State School when the then headmaster, Mr.
Henderson, told him that he was totally
opposed to parents’ committees in State
schools, ““But,’’ he said, ‘‘the parents have
forced ome on me, Leave it to me, for in
12 months’ time T will kill it.”? But we have
witnessed a remarkable transformation in the
outlook of Mr. Henderson, who on his retire-
ment from the post of headmaster on reach-
ing the refiring age immediately set about
organising a grand council of State school
committees. I do not know whether he was
looking for a job or not but he was the keen-
est organiser of this grand council of sehool
committees, probably with the idea of getting
behind the department and kicking it in the
pants.

Mr., Morris: The association is a good
thing.

Mr., TURNER: I do not think it is; it
is perfectly unsound, in fact so much so that
the State school committee at Ithaca Creek
has at all times refused to be associated with
it. That committee has felt that it has got
sufficient satisfaction at all times from the
department without encouraging the forma-
tion of such a body.

I was privileged some months ago, at the
request of the DMinister, to accompany two
educationists from England in Mr. Dent and
Mr. Jordan on a visit to the distriet repre-
sented by the hon. member for Cooroora.
These gentlemen were so impressed by our
country State school buildings that on one
oceasion they asked the car to be pulled up
to photograph one of them. They did some-
thing further, they went into the building
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itself and talked to the head teacher—it
was a one-teacher school-—and the children.
They also took a photograph of the children.

What appealed to me was the development
that has taken place in the primary educa-
tion of these rural schools—a point made by
the hon. member for Cooroora. The most
appealing thing was the way in which the
boys explained the various projects to the
gathering. It was a fleld day and people
had travelled many miles to attend it. Each
lad got before the microphone and gave a
detailed explanation of the project. As I
said at the time, I am sure there are many
adults with much more experience who would
not have been able to make such an explana-
tion as readily as these boys did. There were
seven or eight boys who were introduced by
one lad, who made an open address to the
gathering. The success of this type of edu-
cation should be an inducement to the depart-
ment to extend it to as many parts of the
State as possible. Nothing will encourage
the young people to stay on the land more.

Mr. Low: You must have the complete
co-operation of the parents too.

Mr. TURNER: You have to have that
in every phase of education. We cannot
afford to leave everything to the head teacher
and his assistants. We have to realise that
these people are doing their utmost to mould
the children into decent respectable citizens,
and to teach them everything that goes into
good citizenship. If you do mnot have the
co-operation of the parents much of the hard
work of the staff will be undone.

T was surprised that the hon. member for
Clayfield did not make some reference to
the activities of the libraries established by
the department in our schools and to the
training of librarians. On page 8 of the
report of the Director-General of Education,
under the heading of Training in Librarian-
ship, we find this:—

‘‘Staff Members: For the third year in
succession, classes in librarianship were
attended by officers of the Publie, Parlia-
menary, ‘municipal, and departmental
libraries. Lectures were also made avail-
able to the public for the first time.

€“Of the 17 students who entered for the
Preliminary Examination of the Library
Association of Australia, all passed, three
obtaining merits.’’

That is a splendid work hecause Queensland
in particular is short of qualified librarians.
The department is doing a wonderful job in
that direction.

Mr. H, B. Taylor: They have to sit for
an examination to get their certificates.

Mr. TURNER: Of course they have. The
department need not bother about them. It
ig interesting to find that at 31 December,
1950, no fewer than 103,383 volumes were
in school libraries. That indicates remark-
able progress.

Getting baek to the teaching question,
which the hon. member for Mount Coot-tha
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referred to, I find a very interesting state-
ment on page 22 of the report, which reads
as follows:—

‘“With the collapse of the boom condi-
tions in 1888-89 the general inspector,
Ewart, wrote that ‘something must be done
to check the inevitable filling-up of our
schools with adult teachers.’

‘“His proposal reiterated in subsequent
years, was that many pupil teachers should
Le discharged at the end of their period
of pupilage. By 1893 he was concerned in
the increase in the number of classified
teachers and wrote—

‘It may be unwise to allow, and still
less wise to encourage teachers to come
up for the higher examinations when
there is so little hope of our finding for
them large schools in keeping with a
higher clasification.’” *’

What a backward outlook! Contrast that with
the present outlook of the Director-General
of Iducation, who encourages teachers to
take higher and higher degrees in order to
make them all the more fitted to teach our
children.

The report continues—

‘‘During our present staffing difficulties,
it is of interest to notice from old reports
that gluts and shortages of teachers have
been a regular feature of our educational
history. As early as 1864 it was pointed
out that there was a shortage of male
reeruits, as teaching

‘is by no means attractive, either in its

immediate gains or in its ultimate

pecuniary prospects, to young men
who...... can turn a moderate education
to better account in the banks and offices
of the city.” ”’
That is what is happening today. The young
men are entering other industries beeause the
remuneration is greater and more attractive.
Another reason is their objection to being
transferred to country schools. The result of
all this is that the Director-General and his
staff are worried about the faet that so
many of our teachers have been in the remote
areas for far longer than it was ever intended
they should remain there, and this simply
because certain selfish people who should go
out to replace them have refused to do so.

In conclusion, I wish to express my appre-
ciation to the department of the work being
done for the blind, deaf and dumb. We
should be ever grateful to those who have
given their lives to educating these people.
Any hon. member who has not done so already
should take the opportunity of visiting that
school and seeing the difficulties under which
teachers are doing such an excellent job. It
is astounding to see how they can take a
tiny mite who has never heard any sound of
any kind and, by vibrations on his chest,
lips, and nostrils, teach him to talk. It is to
the everlasting credit of the department that
it has teachers who are prepared to give
their lives to the training of these unfor-
tunate people. Of course, in most instances
one would never know, merely by looking at
them, that they were suffering from such
handicaps.
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Then we have an even more unfortunate
section of people, the sub-normal. One’s
heart cannot help feeling gratitude for those
teachers who are devoting their lives to an
endeavour to do something for those poor
people who have no hope of achieving any-
thing in life, even after the education we
give them. To my way of thinking, the main
achievement of these teachers is that they
are impressing upon these sub-normal minds
a full realisation of the value and import-
ance of hygiene and the Government should
express their undying gratitude to the people
who are doing this great work.

With the whole of the ramifieations of
the department in mind, I must say that if
anybody finds cause for criticising it he
must badly want something to ecriticise. X
think it can be said that the Director-
General of Eduecation and his staff are doing
their very best in the interests of the people
of this State, especially when we have regard
to the difficulties under which they are
working. If avybody has criticism to offer
of the department, the dceent thing to do
is to go to the Director-General and discuss
the matter with him. That officer, from
where he is sitting at the moment, gave me
my first lesson in eriticising his department.

Mr. Sparkes:
embarrassed.

You are making him

Mr. TURNER: He is too modest to be
embarrassed—his name is Edwards, not
Sparkes. In my maiden speech in this
Chamber I deplored the fact that young
females had to be sent out to country schools,
and I got the support of the hon. member
for Aubigny when I said that. After my
speech Mr. Edwards beckoned me over and
said, ‘‘Don’t you believe that girls in the
country are entitled to the same education
as girls in the metropolitun schools? HHow
could we do that if we sent all our boys
out to the country?’’ I then saw how my
criticism was dashed to the ground and that
statement of his made me hesitate again to
criticise his department adversely. If I can-
not offer construetive ecriticism I will not
criticise the department. If there is any-
thing T want to know I go straight to the
Director-General of Edueation; in the
information I have received from him I have
myself been educated. I regret very much
that the time has come for that gentleman
to retire from office, an office that he has
held with credit to himself and the State.
I wish him what he would wish himself in
the years to come.

Mr. BJELKE-PETERSEN (Barambah)
(3.33 p.m.): The Minister has given us the
opportunity and has invited us to offer eriti-
cism or suggestions on the success or failure
of his administration of the department. We
are always happy to have the opportunity
of expressing our views but I am afraid
that on oceasions our suggestions are not
congidered as they might be. That hon.
gentleman has told us to give credit where
credit is due. We express our appreciation
of the work carried out by the Director-
General of Education because he has given
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of his best. We appreciate also the work
of that loyal band of men and women in the
State who are teaching our children, and
we appreciate the difficult cireumstances in
whiech many of them have to work and live.
I believe that if it were not for a great love
of their work, especially when working under
adverse circumstances, they would not remain
in the serviece of the department.

We in the inland parts of the State view
the difficulties of education from an angle
that the Minister should be able to appreci-
ate. He has spent a counsiderable amount of
his time in the inland and I believe that he
has visited many parts of the inland and
should be able to view our difficulties from our
angle. When the Minister made his earlier
tours of the State, the problems we are
continually bringing before the notice of his
department should have been dealt with
because he must have realised how acute and
how important they were.

Speaking generally on the work of this
department, it often appears to me that too
much emphasis is placed on the passing of
scholarships of various standards in prepar-
ing children for a business career. I realise
the importance of what is being done, but to
me it often appears that too much emphasis
is placed on that matter in comparison with
other matters. I refer, for instance, to the
establishment of additional agriecultural high
schools in various important parts of our
State. We are urgently in need of agrieul-
tural sections attached to our rural schools.
On various oeeasions when I have spoken to
the Minister, I have impressed on him the
importance of visiting country areas and
establishing agricultural seetions in the vari-
ous rural schaols.

Mr. Low: They have
teachers.

Mr, BJELKE-PETERSEN: That is one
very great difficulty I realise the depart-
ment is faeing.

The hon. member for Isis has alr(?ady
pointed out that we have only one agrieul-
tural college in this State, and that there is
not even one in North Queensland. Everyone
must admit that in that respect at any rate
this State’s edueational facilities are sadly
lacking. I should like to remind the Minis-
ter that we are today confronted with a food
shortage in our own State, and in this morn-
ing’s ¢‘Courier-Mail’’ appeared a tragic
artiele in which an important personage of
the United Nations said that very shortly not
only certain parts of the world, but the
world generally, would be confronted :Wlth a
serious food shortage. When we realise the
huge agrieultural areas in this State and the
thousands of boys and girls who live in those
areas, we ean appreciate fully the wonderful
opportunity that exists for the Minister to
establish agrieultural sections in the various
rural schools. By that means those thousands
of boys and girls who live in agrieultural
areas could be encouraged not to go in for
commercial life in the ecities but rather to
prepare themselves on very sound and
thorough lines for a life in the country areas
and to become interested in work on the land.

not got the
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I feel that the Minister has both an oppor-
tunity and a responsibility to do something
along those lines for the benefit of this State
and its future food supplies, and for the
Commonwealth as a whole.

I really think that some of the rules and
regulations of the Department of Publie
Instruetion are not flexible enough. I should
like to instance the bus servieces to country
schools. This is something that has been
pointed out to the Minister over and over
again. We who live in the inland areas
unfortunately see too much of what is going
on. I was rather surprised this morning—
and I think the Minister too must have been
surprised~—to hear the hon. member for
Haughton say that the parents of the children
attending one school in his electorate financed
entirely the bus service to that school. I
do not think the Minister eould have realised
that that was going on, because the depart-
ment has always told me that there is no
need for the parents to subsidise school bus
services, as that is the responsibility of
the department. Nevertheless, parents are
frequently called upon to subsidise the ser-
vices heavily in order to keep them on the
road. They are called upon also to make
very heavy sacrifices in time and in the use
of their vehicles and I feel that something
ought to be done about the matter. And
here is where I think the rules of the
department in this connection might be made
more flexible.

Last night I had a telephone call from a
person about the starting of a bus service
to one of the schools in my electorate. He
pointed out that some of the children lived
within two-tenths of a mile of the three-mile
radius and expressed the opinion that the
department would allow them to be included
but I pointed out that I was quite positive
that it would not. I went on to point out
that repeatedly I had submitted examples of
children living at a distanee of two and nine-
tenths or one-tenth within the three-mile
limit and the department had refused to set
up a service. In another case there were
six children in the one family who lived 2.8
miles from school but the department would
not sanction a service in that case. There
should be more flexibility in these rules.

Mr. Devriest You are advocating a
reduction from the 3-mile limit to the 2-mile
limit.

Mr, BJELKE-PETERSEN: I should be
glad if something like that could be done.

Mr, Devries: You have advocated it.
Mr. BJELKE-PETERSEN: 1 have

always advocated a much greater and more
sympathetic understanding of the difficulty
of the people in the country. There should
he a little more give and take by the depart-
ment in these out-of-the-way areas.

About a month ago I brought under the
notice of the department the position of a
teacher in my area who said that she would
leave the department if she could not get a
transter. The only satisfaction I got from
the department was—I cannot give the exact
words—that as she had not served for two
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years in the area she was not entitled to any
consideration. Quite a number of teachers
are being lost to the department in this way.

I should also like to impress upon the
Minister the urgent need for more buildings
for the teachers. In my area one teacher has
to travel 24 miles a day from the nearest
place in which he can live to his school and
another has to travel 30 miles a day. If it
were not for the enthusiasm and the loyalty
of the men to their ecalling they would not
he in the department at all. Fancy having
to travel long distances like that in a closely-
settled area like the Barambah electorate!
Fancy having to travel 24 miles and 30 miles
a day to school and the department will not
do anything in the way of providing them
with residences! The Housing Commission
can build thousands of homes in the city and
it should be a simple matter to arrange for
the construction of a dozen or so homes for
teachers in the various electorates. It would
be a very big step towards making the life
of these people easier than it is today.

Mr. Devries: Private building contrac-

tors will not help to build them. Can you
help?
Mr. BJELKE-PETERSEN: Whenever I

have tried to get local men to do repair work
and painting the department has always
declined to aceept their offers and has handed
the work over to the Department of Publie
Works. We do not get very far on that angle
either.

We all appreciate the very fine enthusiasm
that the Director-General has put into his
work and what he has accomplished. We
appreeciate the things he has done, but much
remains to be accomplished espeeially as I
stressed the setting up of agricultural seetions
at our rural sehools. That is important when
we consider the food position. The Minister
has a golden opportunity and responsibility
also in this conneection.

Mr. BURROWS (Port Curtis) (3.45
p.m.): It might be considered presumption on
my part to take part in this debate. Perhaps
it might be said that I have not had the oppor-
tunity of an education that would warrant my
taking part in it, but in my electorate there
is a large number of schools, which dictates
that I should not remain silent nor be awe-
struck at the grandiloquent remarks contained
in the report of the Director-General of Edu-
cation. The Director-General makes a contri-
bution to the consideration of this subject that
will be of immense value, particularly in years
to come, as a historical narrative of the pro-
gress of eduecation in Queensland up to the
present day. It is unfortunate that in his
concluding remarks he uses words such as
these—

‘I cannot promise my suceessor that he
or the department controlled by him will be
free from public eriticism.’’

I may be a bit sensitive but some of his
other remarks look like a warning to crities to
keep off, particularly these—

‘¢Others—amateur  diagnosticians—are
quite prepared to perform major operations
on the body educational.”’
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Those are very nice phrases. They are
phrases very mueh beyond my powers of com-
position. But I feel that every hon. member
on being elected to this Assembly, should not
shirk his responsibilities or allow himself to
be intimidated into silence on the affairs of
such an important subject as education and
the department itself. If they merit eriticism
we should be able to criticise them, so long as
we do so fairly, and so long as, where there
is room for praise, we are a little more gener-
ous with it than with our eriticism. It is not
because I have anything of major importance
to criticise that I make those remarks. I am
pleased to say that I am more eritical of those
remarks of the Director-General than I am
of the general conduct of our schools.

From what I have heard and from what I
have read we have by and large held our own
educationally with other States. It would be
a bad day for Queensland, and a bad day for
the education of our children if we believed
that we had reached a state of anywhere near
perfection. It is not destructive criticism for
me to say that I should like to see our educa-
tional system continue to progress as has been
chronicled in the report of the Director-
General. When some future scholar, in per-
haps another 50 years, feels it his duty to
emulate Mr, Edwards and continue from where
he left off with this historical acecount of the
progress of education in Queensland, I trust
he will be able to record equal if not greater
progress than has bheen recorded by M.
Edwards.

Perhaps the greatest advanee made in our
educational system in the past seven years
has been the introduction of the school trans-
port system. It may mean very little to the
great majority of the people of Queensland,
because it is only the small minority who live
in the country; but the people who live in the
country and whose children benefit by it
greatly appreeiate it. This is something that
is done by the Government to enable the
children to attend school; without it many
of them would have no possibility of doing
so. I have never found out who has been
responsible for the introduction of school
transport—I understand it is used to a much
greater extent in Tasmania and some of the
other States—but he has made a wonderful
contribution towards education in this State.
By the extension of the transport system we
can do much to relieve the present shortage
of school teachers. Recriminations in regard
to the causes of the shortage of school
teachers is waste of time; the evil exists and
we should come forward with some solution or
remain silent.

I understand the principle of the amalga-
mation of small schools has been more or less
adopted, but for some reason that I am at
a loss to understand, it has not been imple-
mented. I think the quicker it is done and
the sooner action is taken in this direction
the further we shall get in our efforts to
reduce the shortage of teachers. That would
be only one of the benefits that would arise
from the extension of the transport system
and the amalgamation of the smaller schools.
I have not the statisties here, but I know
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{from observation travelling in my electorate,
which is typical of most country electorates,
that there are schools that are not much more
than 3 miles apart and the country roads
are trafficable for the greater part of the
year; there are very few school days on which
2 motor-car could not travel over these roads.
They may be rough, but I am not ashamed to
say that our bush children are tough. Indeed,
I am proud to be able to say that. I have
small boys of my own and I am not ashamed
to think that they are tough. 1In fact, I
think they need to be a bit tougher because
we may not always have a Labour Govern-
ment in Queensland. We have seen political
accidents happen before, and if ever these
boys are faced with this tragedy, the tougher
they are the better will they be able to resist
the effects of that sorry happening.

I do not suggest that we should wait until
we ean amalgamate all these schools into one
large central institution. I think we should
proceed to amalgamate now two, three or
even four schools where that can be done.
For instance, one school may have 10 or
12 children while the next, only a few miles
away, has only 14. By establishing a
transport service, these schools could be
amalgamated and one teacher could be saved.
I do not say that we shall save oue teacher
for every school we close, because in some
cases an extra teacher would have to be
appointed to the central school if the number
of pupils was inereased. In my electorate
there are at least 15 or 20 schools that could
be amalgamated into about five, with a mini-
mum of effort. Some of the buildings might
have to be transferred, but most of the
present buildings could cater for double their
present number. By these amalgamations the
children would gain the advantage of meeting
and mixing with greater numbers of children
than they do now. That would broaden their
minds and, as we all know, children learn from
one another. While playing their games they
might refer to their lessons and learn in that
way. Today we have the spectacle of teachers
with one or two in one eclass and the same
number in another. In my opinion, the
children in those classes would not do so0
well as they would if they had more competit-
tion. T have given this matter a good deal
of thought. T have discussed it with teachers
and parents but have never yet heard of one
disadvantage a child would suffer from the
amalgamation, and that, after all, is the most
important consideration.

Then we have to congider the teachers. I
am sure a teacher would be much happier
teaching 25 children than he would teaching
only 12. In addition, as the school grew it
would eventually require an additional teacher
This would open up the possibilities of pro-
motion. A further advantage would be the
psychologieal effect on the teacher, who would
have another adult to work with. This must
be beneficial to him.

An unfortunate ineident took place at one
of our ecountry schools recently—and it
received quite a lot of publicity in the Press
—that would have been avoided had it been
a two-teacher school. I am mot taking sides
on this question or dispute, but say that it is
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regrettable that the incident occurred. I am
1ot condemning one-teacher schools because
these schools would still be necessary no matter
what system was brought in. It will be
impossible to arrange transport services satis-
factorily in all areas and one-teacher schools
will have a place in our community in the
future, and they will, as they did in the past,
play a mnoble part in the education of our
children whose parents are forced to live in
the bush. The establishment of a scheol
removes one of the greatest disabilities of
bush life, and I am sure no-one begrudges
any child the right to go to school in the
zrea in which he lives.

Teachers, and particularly those in the one-
teacher schools and the smaller schools, have
made an immense eontribution te the build-
ing up of the State and the education of
our children. T am sure that every person
looks back with pleasure to his school days.
It is nearly 40 years sinee I left sehool, but
I can remember the details attaching to the
little country school that I attended. I have
still great respect for the efforts and patience
of those teachers who did their best with
the limited amount of material at their dis-
posal to give me the knowledge that would
enable me to take my place in life.

I can remember when a ‘‘good manmers
chart’” hung in my schoolroom, and I regret
to say that it is no longer an ornament on
the walls of our schoolrooms today. Most
hon. members will recall the ehart of 12 good
rules; it measured about 4 feet by 5 feet and
was hung in a conspicuous place in my school-
room, and in faet in every schoolroom in the
State. Whoever has been responsible for the
withdrawal of those charts has done our
education system a disservice. I can still
remember the words ‘‘Be honest, truthful,
and pure,”” and I suggest that it would not
be out of place if such a chart were hung
in this Chamber. I regret the withdrawal of
these charts, and in all seriousness suggest
that education is the poorer for it.

In coneclusion, I should like to pay a com-
pliment to the Minister, whose sincerity in
administering this department has impressed
us all, T am pleased to say, on both sides of
the Chamber. I am sure that he will con-
tinue as he has been doing and, in being
guided by his advisers, will see that educa.
tion in Queensland makes the progress that
we all desire it to make.

I should like to reecord my appreciation,
too, of the work of Mr. Edwards, whom I
have visited on quite a number of occasions.
He leaves the department with my good
wishes and my respeet. In him Queensland
has produced a scholar of whom she ean be
justly proud.

I should like also to pay a tribute to the
Deputy Director-General, who has always
been very obliging and very helpful to me
and, I am sure, to every other member who
has come in contact with him in the course
of his duties.

I should not be so foolish as to say that
there is nothing wrong with our education
system in Queensland—I know it is not
perfect—but it compares very favourably
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with that of any other ecountry, and as a
Queenslander I am very proud of it. I trust
that it will continue to carry on the good
work.

Mr. DEWAR (Chermside) (4.7 pm.): In
speaking for a short while on these
Estimates, I should like at the outset to
express my sincere thanks to the Minister,
who at all times has received me very
courteously. At any time when the case that
I presented to him was justifiable, I can
honestly say that he dealt with it in a very
sympathetiec fashion. From the point of view
of eduecation, the Chermside electorate is the
better for the Minister’s sympathy.

I should like also to express my appreecia-
tion of the work that is being done by the
departmental officers, and particularly the
humble teacher. The work that our teachers
put in in teaching the youth of our State
does them eredit.

Rather than engage in any major eriticism
of the department, I intend to diseuss for a
short while what I believe to be a disability
under which the Minister and his department
are working. If we turn to page 32 of the
Estimates, we find the following entry—

‘‘Repairs, Painting, Alterations, Furni-

ture, &e.—

£
State Schools 140,000
Technical Colleges 16,000 77

In the Loan Fund Account on page 113, we
find this entry— .

£
‘‘State School Buildings 682,300
‘¢Technical Colleges, State
High and Post-primary
Schools .. .. 149,200 *’

Those amounts of money, however, do not
appear in the Estimates for the Department
of Public Instruetion but in those for the
Department of Public Works. The depart-
ment must obviously be working at a great
disadvantage in that, firstly, it has mnot its
own construeting authority, and secondly, if
after discussing this matter Cabinet decided
that such a system would be impracticable,
the Department of Public Instruetion does
not have the responsibility of spending grants
that are made for the building of schools
and the repairing of schools.

Many things ean be said in ecriticism of
the present set-up and I propose to make
reference to ome or two aspeets of it. I
believe in direct eontrol. If a man is run-
ning a business or a department, no matter
what it is, unless he has full control over
the things that happen in his business or his
department there must inevitably be some
degree of chaos at some time or other.

Take the business man who depends on
another person for the supply of one of the
major services that enable him to produce
goods for the consuming public. Let us sup-
pose that the seeond person breaks down in
his guarantee to him. He must then break
down in his guarantee to the consuming
public. I feel that the Secretary for Public
Instruction must of necessity be in this posi-
tion at times.
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Let me give one or two cases in support
of my view. I am offering no criticism of the
Department of Public Works but in the light
of my 20 to 30 years’ experience in business,
a small business it is true, I am trying to
make a case for the Department of Public
Instruction. I have made some study of busi-
ness methods and I feel that the Department
of Public Instruction should have its own con-
structing authority or at least the power to
spend its own money on mnew buildings and
repairs in order to maintain educational
facilities throughout the State. There are
many ways in which we could go about it.
First of all, the Department of Public
Instruetion should have its own constructing
authority. Naturally the arguments that will
be advanced against that proposition would
be that in view of the shortage of labour and
materials there would be competition for them
between the two departments and generally
a seramble to get materials. 1 do not think
that we need be bothered very much about
that aspect of the matter because after all
the Housing Commission has its own con-
structing authority which buys its own
material, and has its own staff, but it does
not compete with the Department of Public
Works. It comes under the same ministerial
head. I believe that the education of the
children is just as important as housing. In
the first place you must have a house for your
family but yeu must have also educational
facilities to eduecate the family if they are
to make good citizens. Therefore I believe
that the Department of Public Instruction
should have its own constructing authority
just as the Housing Commission does. Then
the Minister could keep his eye on particular
projects in which he was specially interested.

Mr. F. E. Roberts: Do _you think the
Department of Health and Home Affairs
should have its own constructing authority
to build hospitals?

Mr. DEWAR: If T were to debate that
matter I should be out of order. What would
be the position if a parent company gave an
order to a manufacturing company and the
manufacturing company decided when and
where it would supply the goods? That
would leave the parent company holding the
bag and in many respects the Secretary for
Public Instruction must frequently be in the
same position. For instance, a member of
Parliament may make representations to him
about the erection of a fence round a school
building. Upon due investigation it may be
reported to the Minister that the building of
the fence is essential and in due course the
member is advised by letter from the Minis-
ter that the erection of the fence has heen
approved and the matter referred to the
Department of Public Works for its atten-
tion. Some time later a further letter comes
to the member from the Department of Public
Works, again intimating that the erection
of the fence has been approved and that some
time in the future it will be built. That
might go on indefinitely. Had the Minister
his own eonstructional ‘authority he could
plan and allocate work to the various seetions
of the State, and that plan could be made
according to the econstruction staff and
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materials available. He would at least be in
the happy position of knowing what work
was proceeding, a fact that he does not know
today unless he has a liaison staff between
the Department of Public Works and his own
department. If such a scheme is impossible,
surely it is not impossible for the depart-
ment to have authority over its own expendi-
ture? Why is it necessary that we should
allocate £1,000,000 from loan funds for
building and repairing schools and that work
should be handed to the Department of Public
Works?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. DEWAR: It is not sensible that a
certain amount of money should be allocated
from one source for the construection and
repairing of schools, and that that sum should
not appear in these Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member is out of order in discussing that
matter on these Estimates.

Mr. DEWAR: The position is that the
Department of Public Instruction has not the
right to spend its own money.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. DEWAR: The Minister’s hands are
tied. The point I am making is that if the
Department of Public Works is not able to
construct a particular project for the Minis-
ter he has no power to go outside that depart-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon,
member eannot deal with publie works on this
vote. He must deal with them on the Esti-
mates of the Department for Public Works.

Mr. DEWAR: I find it very difficult, Mr
Farrell, to enlarge on the point I wish to
make.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member has
made his point in regard to the organisation
of a constructing authority,

Mr. DEWAR: Very well, I shall have an
opportunity of developing it at a later stage.

I want to support the hon. member for Mt.
Coot-tha in hig advoecaey for the implementa-
tion of a scheme, which has not been tried or
not to any extent, to attraect more persons to
the teaching profession. He advocated the
setting up of hostels in teacher-training
centres. I am a supporter of this idea and
strongly endorse his contention. The Queens-
land Country Women’s Association has student
hostels of the type advocated by the hon.
member for Mt. Coot-tha attached to primary
and secondary educational institutions in
Tambo, Stanthorpe, Warwick, Nambour, Ips-
wich, Charters Towers and Roma. These
buildings have been erected on the basis
of a 50-per-cent. subsidy from the Government
and repairs to these buildings are made on
the same basis. The staffing of the hostels is
arranged by the Q.C.W.A. The setting up of
hostels for student teachers in teachers”
training eentres would be an advantage and
likely to attraet persons to the profession.



If hostels could not be set up independent
of the Q.C.W.A. they could be established in
conjunction with that association.

I commend the suggestion to the Govern-
ment as a very definite and positive step to
attract teachers to the service.

Hon, 6. H. DEVRIES (Gregory—Secre-
tary for Public Instruction) (4.20 p.m.):
‘When I moved this vote I made it very clear
that it wag not my desire to occupy too much
time of the Committee. I rise now merely to
make a few observations, particularly on the
statement made by the hon. member for Clay-
field. I was surprised to think that the hon.
member had the idea that I should give a com-
plete exposition of the workings of the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction. In particular, he
seemed to express disappointment because I
had not made any reference to the altered
syllabus. As I pointed out, Mr. Farrell, most
«0f the problems of the department will be
dealt with when the votes appertaining to
‘them comes before the Committee.

I was very surprised to hear the hon.
member make the statement that the pre-
school child was being taught the art of
gambling. I do not think I misunderstood
the hon. member. I took the opportunity of
visiting that infants’ school at Yeronga and
I was very impressed by what I observed
there. The hon. member for Clayfield may
have been absent from the Chamber when the
hon. member for Sherwood asked the ques-
tion whether any provision had been made
on the Estimates for pre-school requisites.
I replied that provision had been made on
the Estimates for them. I found on visiting
that school that the devices provided for the
children were many and varied, and I was
also satisfied that the teacher, Miss McKenna,
was an expert in the teaching of infants.
I pay that compliment to her sister also,
who is at Junetion Park. They are two
splendid ladies who have devoted their lives
to the tuition of children. They had all kinds
of devices. Cards were used to enable the
children to count correctly. There was a
fish on one side of the paper and when you
turned it over there was a number on the
other side. These boys and girls would
pick up the pieces of tin and turn them over
and see the number on them. The greater
the number of catches they had, the greater
the numbers they had to count. I observed
that they were being taught to count by
means of the hop, step and jump, and by
means of quoits. What did agitate my mind
was where we had to start and finish.
Teachers from the various schools would come
along and observe the method of teaching
at this centre and I should say that the
methods applied by one teacher would be
varied by another teacher. We do not want
the system to become static. We want the
teachers to use their own initiative. We do
not want to give them all one idea. We
expect the teachers by means of their own
ereative faculty to introduce ways and means
of teaching the children to count, read and
print. The hon. member for Clayfield is
a very kindly gentleman at any time and T
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respect his opinion, but I am surprised at
his charging the Government with introdueing
methods that would encourage young children
to gamble.

I come now to the statement made by the
hon. member for Chermside. The position is
not exaetly as he said. So that there will
not be any misunderstanding, let us assume
that the Department of Publiec Instruction
had its own works section, The hon. member
for Chermside said that a certain amount of
money had been allocated for building,
painting, and repairs to school buildings. That
amount is ineluded in the Estimates for the
Department of Public Works, If I had power
to use that money for the painting, building
and repairing of school buildings, I should
find myself in confiiet at times with the
Department of Public Works. Other States
of the Commonwealth are in a similar posi-
tion, Many hon. members have referred to
Vietoria as an example that we should follew,
and one has suggested that we should do
something because it is being done in Tas-
mania. The fact is that the Victorian depart-
ment is not its own constructing authority,
although it does have power to expend up to
£1,000 a year on repairs and so on. In
New South Wales the department has the
right to creet pre-fabricated buildings up to
a certain value. If the Department of Public
Instruction in Queensland became its own
constructing authority it would at times come
into conflict with the Department of Public
Works in that we should have to barter and
buy on the same markets as it does.

Another point is that every tradesman we
employed would mean one more taken from
either private enterprise or the Department
of Public Works, and in the end we should
be no further advanced. We make recom-
mendations to the Department of Public
Works and it has the right to veto those
suggestions

Mr. Low: And it does it pretty often.

Mr. BEVRIES: The hon. member for
Cooroora should know better than that. The
Department of Public Works does not veto
my suggestions

Mr. Kerr: But it procrastinates a good
deal.

Mr. DEYRIES: I think that hon. mem-
bers should be fair. I can appreciate the
desires of the hon. member for Sherwood and
other hon. members, not only on the Opposi-
tion side but on this side of the Chamber. I
know what is rumning through the mind of
the hon. member for Sherwod because he, like
many others, would like to see septic systems
in the grounds of the schools in his electorate.
The pan system is deplorable; it is shoeking.
But we have to be realists and we have to find
the material and the man-power to do these
things.

I can assure hon. members that these
things will be done. They must not get away
with the idea that if the Department of
Public Instruetion was a construeting
authority we should get out of the difficulties
we are in. The Department of Public Works
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has done everything possible to meet the posi-
tion, Tt is true that T have been disappointed
sometimes because I have not been able tc
have done the things I should have liked to
have done, but if I had the right to do them
myself I doubt whether I could have got them
done.

Mr. Dewar: But you would know where
you stood.

Mr. DEVRIES: I know now where I
stand. Every demand made by my depart-
ment on the Department of Public Works has,
in the majority of cases, been given effect
to although I admit that there are some cases
in which matters have been deferred—not
vetoed, but deferred.

My, Morris: Do you not think that the
Seeretary for Public Instruction should have
the right of setting down the order of
priority?

Mr. DEVRIES: T have the right. My
departmental officers formulate a works pro-
gramme

Mr. Morris: But they ignore it.

Mr, DEVRIES: No. It is verified by the
Co-ordinator-General of Public Works. My
works programme for 1951-52 is formulated
and sent on to the Co-ordinator-General and
officers of the various departments meet and
decide the order of priority.

Mr. Morris: You should decide.

Mr. DEVRIES: In the'majority of cases
the wishes of the Department of Public
Works are respected.

Mr. Morris: That is the trouble.

Mr, DEVRIES: T listened with interest
to the various matters put forward and I am
satisfied after listeming to the specch made
by the hon. member for Isis that he has
failed to give me a lead as to how to get
teachers.

G Mr. Low: He made a splendid contribu-
i0n.

Mr. DEVRIES: I am not denying that
because he is experienced as a teacher, My
colleague, the hon. member for North Too-
woomba, is also a teacher and I am looking
for a lead from the man who has been trained
in that position. The hon. member for Isis
mentioned the creation of teachers’ hostels
but I do not think that is going to help us.
I could easily give a solution to the whole
problem, but whether it would be aeceptable
to my Government is a different matter. I
could give the Committee a scheme that prob-
ably would get over the difficulty. One such
scheme would be to deal with the question of
salary.,

Mr. Morris: Of course it is,

Mr. DEVRIES: But where do we begin
and where do we end?

There has been a good deal of controversy
this afternoon about the very trying eondi-
tions that have to be endured by teachers in
the outside areas, but nobody is more conver-
sant with those difficulties than I. Give
them good living accommodation, either in

{30 OcroBBR.]

Supply. 1053

hostels or flats. And thirdly—and I am com-
ing now to the matter that is often mentioned
by the member for Isis—give them immunity
from being transferred away from the eity
areas. They are the three points. In the
same way as everybody else, the hon. mem-
ber for Isis knows that if you could give
an agsurance to young teachers, particularly
females, that they would not be sent away
from the metropolitan area, there would be
no difficulty in getting teachers.

When I was travelling round the State with
the Director-General of Education, I used to
make it my business, whenever I entered any
school, to ask the girls and boys in the
seventh grade particularly how many of themr
intended to be teachers. I used to be amazed
at the fact that none of them wanted to be
a teacher. I said to onme young lady, ‘‘ Why
is it that you have no inclination to be a
teacher?’’ She replied, ‘‘There is too much:
hard studying to be dome.’’ Only recently
the hon. member for Isis suggested that once
a teacher becomes qualified he should not be
expected to go any higher; that he should
not be called upon to gradumate. 1 cannot
agree with that.

Mr. Pizzey: That does not mean that he
should not graduate. He should not be foreed
to graduate before he gets higher emolu-
ments,

Mr. DEVRIES: We do not force teachers:
to graduate. Let us examine this thing quite
calmly. There is no compulsion. If the hon.
member for Isis and the hon. member for
Mount Coot-tha are so anxious to get our
secondary schools started, it is quite obvious
that we cannot reach that pinnacle unless
there is a diploma of some kind.

Mr. Morris: Hundreds of teachers who
have graduated are at present teaching in
primary schools.

Mr. PEVRIES: I am quite sure that the
hon. member for Mount Coot-tha would not
suggest that a teacher does not need a dip-
loma to teach in a primary school.

Mr. Morris: No. I am merely answering
your argument.

Mr. DEVRIES: Not many graduates are
teaching in primary schools. If there are
many, it is only because we cannot use them
in secondary schools.

I am quite satisfied that that is the prob-
lem that is facing this Government at the
present time, After all, what has happened
in the past does not matter very much; it is
what will happen in the future that is impor-
tant. Those people who are serving in the
cutlandish and remote areas of this State
are the ones who realise that that is how they
can get promotion. The hon. member fo.r Tsis
gave us the example of an engine-driver in the
Railway Department who, when he is seek-
ing promotion, has to go to the western areas..
He serves a certain time in the West and then
is brought to the coast.

Mr. Low: They do not always take their
families with them.

Mr. DEVRIES: They cannot, because of
the housing difficulties. My department
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receives many applications for schools with
residences attached from young male
teachers who intend to marry.

Mr. Pizzey interjected.

Mr. DEVRIES: It is not a question
whether we are going to build homes fer
them. I know the isolation that some of
these people have to contend with. Let the
hon. member go to such places as Port Doug-
las and Daintree. That is where we see the
teacher who is doing a great job in the one-
teacher school. The hon. member mentioned
something this morning about having a con-
servatorium of music in Brisbane. There
is a danger that many people become Bris-
bane-minded. There are other places in this
State besides Brishbane. What about a con-
servatorium in Townsville or Cairms, or in
Longreach or Emerald, or in any of those
far-distant places? We could establish them
throughout the State. We could also estab-
lish State high schools throughout the State.
I entered this Parliament in 1941, and I was
able to create a high school top at Long-
reach, which opened with 8 boys and 3 girls.
From 1941 to 1944 its numbers dwindled to
2 boys and only 3 girls, and by the end of
1945 it had only one student. It is all very
well to talk of secondary education for the
West and the North-West, I was no exeep-
tion to the rule. I was like many others,
probably because I could afford it. I sent
my boy to a ecollege—the old school tie.
‘The high school top of the State school was
not as attractive as the Brisbane Boys’
Grammar, the Church of England Grammar,
or Nudgee, or a similar school. The inelina-
tion was to send the boys down to college. I
remember the time in Longreach when a
religious organisation established a hostel at
its own school, for the use of the children
of graziers who came to Longreach to com-
plete their edueation. TUnfortunately that
fell by the wayside, and today it is used as
‘a boarding-house.

Mr. Hiley: Do you think it was because
of the high wool prices?

Mr. DEVRIES: It does not matter what
you do in the western areas. If you give
secondary or tertiary education in western
areas, do not helieve for one moment that
that means that the children will remain in
the West. I remember recently coming into
confiict with the president of the University
Students’ Union. He criticised me because I
ventured the opinion that once a boy was
educated to the secondary or tertiary standard
in the western areas he would migrate to
those centres where there was most demand
for his servieces. He said in reply, ‘‘Mr.
Devries should recognise the fact that it is
in those areas where his profession is most
in demand that he will be asked to serve.’’
I remembered the old saying, ‘‘Step in to
learn, step out to serve,’” and 1 asked him
““To serve whom?’’ Who would suggest that
the boy or girl with even the Jumior or
‘Senior standard of education could find
employment in Longreach? The business
houses there can employ only a given num-
ber of people. Consequently the boys and
girls, after they have been educated to a
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certain standard, naturally turn to the field
of lucrative employment; that is human
nature.

I do not want to delay the Committee
unnecessarily, I am looking for a lead. I am
looking to people to tell me where we have
failed, and in what way we have failed.
What was the strength of the case of the
hon. member for Barambah? He said he
was disappointed in not getting some little
road transport service. I know that the homn.
member is always little in mind. I always
look upon him as being little in mind. I do
not say that lightly. I have sat in this
Chamber and I have watched his performanee,
and I have told him that he very seldom
handles the truth proverly. When I get up
and make those statements I do not make
them lightly., If they want a brawl with me,
they can have it.

The hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha said
that the teacher problem in Great Britain
had been overcome. In the House of Com-
mons recently representations were made to
the Minister of Edueation asking him to
take immediate steps to increase the facili-
ties for primary schooling. It was obvious
then that the primary school classrooms
there must have been somewhat overcrowded.

Mr. Morris: So are ours.

Mr. DEVRIES: I am not denying it; I
am admitting most of these things, not only
what members of the Opposition are com-
plaining about but the members of the
Government too.

Recently I was in the territory of the hon.
member for Mt, Coot-tha. Hon. members
talk about area schools and it is true that
area schools could be established. I know,
too, that, the electorate of the hon. member
for Mt. Coot-tha is only a stone’s throw
from Brisbane. It lends itself admirably to
consolidation. Away back in 1946 a scheme
for consolidation was propounded. I have
perused those files although I have not been
able to go through them all. The belief was
that the Government, wherever possible,
would introduce area schools. The whole of
the State had to be surveyed.

Mr., Morris: But the Government have
not created area schools.

Mr. DEVRIES: Let us look at why they
have not done so. The consolidated school
would mean the closure of certain schools.
Children from those schools would have to be
accommodated in the building where the
central school was established. A great deal
of inconvenience would be suffered by both
the teacher and children. I am sure hon.
members realise there is no good talking
about consolidation of schools if we cannot
keep up with the provision of the additional
classrooms that are required today.

Mr. Pizzey: You have to make provision
for them.

Mr. DEVRIES: Let us find ways and
means of getting them. If the Opposition
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ean show me how that can be accomplished
I can assure them that this Government will
pay attention to their suggestion.

_Mr. Morris: You will admit that your
difficulties in regard to teachers are greater
than those of buildings?

Mr. DEVRIES: I am pointing out that
even though we obtained the teachers desired
we should have to make a complete review of
the position. It is true that we are suffer-
ing from disabilities for the time being but
we can surmount those difficulties. The
teacher shortage is not as acute as the
Opposition would lead people to believe.
(Opposition interjections.)

I listened with some surprise to the hon.
member for Isis talking about building
teachers’ hostels. In the early part of this
year I asked the various regional directors to
find out how many students would attend a
teachers’ training college if one was estab-
lished at Towngville, one at Rockhampton and
one at Bundaberg, where the students were
attending their own State High School or
denominational school. Tt was amazing to
find the small number, particularly in a town
like Rockhampton, who were willing to attend
a teachers’ training college if it was estab-
lished there. Who would suggest building
colleges or hostels costing £100,000 for 9 or
10 students?

Mr. Pizzey: I did not sugegest that; I
suggested we should establish them here first,
before you started to decentralise them.

¥Mr. DEVRIES: Every assistance is given
to a person who comes to Brisbane for the
purpose of attending the Teachers’ Training
College. The prineipal of the college, and our
officers, spare no efforts to find reasonable
accommodation for the students. I am satis-
fied that is not preventing us from getting
teachers., I am not satisfied that the allow-
ances we are giving to student teachers keep
people from following the teaching profession.

Mr. Pizzey: It is not one thing in itself,
but all together; each plays some part.

Mr. DEVRIES: There seems to bhe an
idea in the minds of the Opposition that the
trainees in the colleges are receiving a
salary; they are not; it is an allowance.

Mr. Morris: We realise that.

Mr. DEVRIES: Will the hon. member for
Mt. Coot-tha argue seriously that the boy
who becomes indentured to a trade should be
paid a high rate of wages by his employer?
If you said to the employer, ‘‘You have to
give that boy a high rate of wages,”’ what
would he say? He would say, ‘‘I am teach-
ing him a trade.”” It is the same with the
girl who enters the nursing profession. She
receives one rate for the first year, another
for the second year, and others for the third,
fourth, and fifth years.

Mr. Low: You are only recruiting from
the children of rich people; working-class
people cannot afford to let their children go
in for teaching.
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Mr. DEVRIES: I am surprised that the
hon. member should state that we are only
recruiting from the rich people’s children.
If he does believe it, he should not say so.
I am surprised at the hon. member’s making
that statement.

Mr. Lows: I believe it.

Mr. DEVRIES: The hon. member should
not forget that he does not represent the
majority of rich people.

Mr. Morris: In England the grant pro-
vided 35,000 teachers in the post-war period.

Mr., DEVRIES: In Queensland we did
not draw a bar against the married men.
A teacher who went into the armed forces
and eame out and took a rehabilitation
scheme got more money in the fourth year
than did the teacher in England. They have
cut out the student teachers in England and
they have departed from it in Vietoria too.
I am satisfied that it is not wages that are
preventing us from getting teachers or
reeruiting boys and girls.

Mr, Pizzey: Tell us what it is.

Mr., DEVRIES: It is not a question of
salary. The hon. member for Isis knows per-
fectly well what is happening. Pick up the
Press day after day and see the inducements
offered to the boy or girl as long as they
get through their Scholarship. The banks
say, ‘‘Come to us, we will have you before
you get your Junior pass.”’ That is what
the banks and shipping companies do. In
addition to that, they tell them that they
do not expect them to pass any further
examination. They also point out the excel-
lent superannuation they can offer and the
aceommodation they can provide.

The hon. member for Cook suggested that
we should enter into competition with com-
merce. If we did that, where should we
start and where should we finish? I do
believe, however, and I make no apology for
saying it, that the Government eventually
will have to pay greater attention to salaries
and amenities for not only teachers but every
other worker in the service.

The hon. member for Isis seemed very
anxious to support the move by the Queens-
land Teachers’ Union for the appointment
of a Commissioner of Education. For some
time now the union has been agitating to get
away from the Industrial Court and has put
forward the same arguments as those adduced
by the hon. member for Isis when speaking
on the Budget last year. At that time he
said that the teachers want to get as far as
they possibly can from the Public Service
Commigsioner, and that argument was put
forward by the Queensland Teachers’ Union.
When I asked why they were so anxious to
cut themselves adrift from the Public Service
Commissioner, they said it was because they
felt that he did not have a knowledge of the
ramifications of the teaching profession. I
cannot agree with that.

Let us examine the set-up in "Viectoria.
There they have no Industrial Court; they
depend mainly on wages boards, conciliation
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committees, and so on. A Commission of
Education was set up down there. It com-
prised three members, an independent chair-
man, who was a former school teacher, a
Government representative, and a representa-
tive of the union., When that tribunal was
proposed originally, the Teachers’ Union
down there objected very strongly to a sug-
gestion that the findings of the tribunal in
connection with teachers’ salary scales should
be submitted for Cabinet approval. That
seems astounding. They wanted the exclu-
sive right to fix their own rates and condi-
tions without any reference to Parliament.
That could happen here. The teachers argued
that the teachers’ salaries should not be fixed
by the Government of the day.

My, Pizzey interjected.

Mr. DEVRIES: 1 do not care how the
hon. member for Isis argues. As a matter
of fact, he would be opposed to the fixing
of salaries by the Government.

Mr, Pizzey: Yes.

Mr. DEVRIES: Regulations containing
the salary scales fixed by the tribunal are
published in the Government Gazette and
laid down before both Houses of Parliament,
if Parliament is then sitting, but if Parlia-
ment is not sitting then within 14 days after
the next meeting of Parliament, and a copy
must be posted to each member of Parlia-
ment. If within 30 days after any Regulation
has been laid before both Houses of Parlia-
ment each House of Parliament passes a
resolution disallowing the regulation the
regulation so disallowed shall thereupon
cease to have any effect.

Another hon. member whose name I at the
moment forget suggested that we should
have a Commissioner of Education. Aeccord-
ing to the wording of thig .Act Parliament
may disallow a regulation but the Parlia-
ment of Vietoria has not to date disallowed
any regulation or sent it back. I know that
the hon. members for Isis and Mt. Coot-tha
support the Queensland Teachers’ Union in the
setting up of a separate Education Aet, but
I am not prepared to let go unchallenged
their reflection upon the Public Service Com-
missioner that he is not competent to deal
with the salaries and conditions applicable
to teachers. After all, the Public Service
Commissioner seeks the advice of the Direec-
tor-General of Edueation. Suppose the hon.
member for Isis were to go before a magis-
trate or judge on a particular kind of work.
It would not be necessary for the magistrate
or judge to be an authority on that kind of
work. Most of our judges would not know
how to use a pick and shovel. The hon.
member for Isis would depend entirely upon
the man pleading his case to the judge.

Mr. Hiley: But he would pick his own
barrister.

Mr. DEVRIES: The adjudicator gives
his deecision on the argument addueed. I am
not suggesting that because the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner is not a teacher he is not
a competent authority to decide how the
Government will pay and what they will pay.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply

The teaching profession is apart from the
general Public Service but members of the
teaching profession are subjeet to the Public
Service Act and their rates and conditions
are framed and determined by the Industrial
Court of Queensland. Is anybody going to
suggest that the members of the Industrial
Court are biased? Is anybody going to sug-
gest that the Industrial Court does mot give
teachers rates and conditions that it believes
they are justly entitled to? The Public Ser-
viece Commissioner, aeccompanied by the
Director-General of FEducation and other
officers, appears before the court. It is true
that the Commissioner advances a case to the
court and presents a case why certain
increases in rates should not be given.
Nobody is going to suggest that the eourt
would give its judgment on a flimsy ease.
Whatever the Queensland Teachers’ Union—
and for that matter all other unions—get
from the Industrial Court is got on the
merits of the case presented. Many things
are arrived at by agreement. I have not
heard any sound argument nor am I con-
vineed that the teachers would be better off
by isolating themselves from the Industrial
Court. We all know what happened in
1929-32 when Macgroarty outlawed the
workers and denied them the right fo go to
the Industrial Court.

Mr. Morris: Nobody has suggested what
you are arguing.

Mr. DEVRIES: What do they want?

Mr, Hiley: They want to be taken away
from the control of the Public Service Com-
missioner.

Mr., DEVRIES: The  Queensland
Teachers’ Union, supported by members of
the Opposition, want the same form of con-
trol as is operating in Vietoria.

They do not.

Mr. DEVRIES: How can the hon. mem-
ber dispute what I say unless he has been
in my office and has had access to my file?
If Opposition members support the Queens-
land Teachers’ Union in their desire to have
a Commissioner for Education and a system
that is modelled on the Victorian lines, they
will have happening here what is happening
in Vietoria.

Mr. Morris:

I will not take up any more time for the
present. 1 merely intended to make a few
observations and I shall be content once again
to be a good listener.

Mr. INGRAM (Keppel) (5.7 pm):
First of all, I should like to congratulate
the Minister, the Director-General of Educa-
tion, the Deputy Director-General of Educa-
tion, the regiomal directors, and the staff of
the Department of Public Instruection as a
whole for the magnifieent job they are doing
in the education of the children of our State.
In Rockhampton we have a regional diree-
tor, Mr. Copeman, whose ability is outstand-
ing. He can be approached not only by the
teachers but also by the parents throughout
the region, and he is admired by everybody.
He is not content to remain in his office, but
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visits the schools and addresses the children
both in the schools and at various gather-
ings. The appointing of regional directors
was certainly a step in the right direction.
The teachers are very pleased as the result
of their appointment, because they have
immediate access to the regional directors and
can get first-hand information.

Much has been said in this Chamber about
teachers’ accommodation and teachers’ resi-
dences, and Opposition members have eriti-
cised this Government in every direction. By
way of interjection, the hon. member for
Aubigny said it was impossible for a child
to get into some schools. However, one has
only to look at some of the schools that were
erected many years ago by the Tory Govern-
ment to realise that it would be impossible
for a mouse to get into them, let alone a
child. T have here photos of country schools
in my electorate that are a credit to this
Government. Members of the Opposition are
quite wrong when they condemn this Govern-
ment for not making available more accom-
modation and more residences for teachers.
I intend to read out a list of the work that
has been done by this Government. It may
be boring to the Opposition, but I am very
pleased to be in a position to show what
has been done by the Government in one little
portion of this State, the Keppel electorate.

Prior to the redistribution of the boun-
daries of the Keppel electorate, a good deal
of work had been done by this Government
in improving schools and removing others to
better sites, and in transporting children to
sehools. Work had been done on schools at
such places in the XKeppel electorate as
Kalapa, Calmorran, Ridgelands, Don River,
Five Ways Road, Westwood, Bracewell, and
Bajool. Between 1944 and 1949 over £20,000
was spent on removing sehools and enlarging
schools in the area that previously formed the
Keppel electorate.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I remind the
hon. member that expenditure on the con-
strueting of schools comes under the Esti-
mates for the Department of Public Works,

Mr. INGRAM: I approached the Secre-
tary for Publie Instruction to have these johs
domne, to have teachers’ residences built and
schools enlarged. Naturally I thought that
they would come under this vote.

However, let me deal with the transport of
children to the various schools. I take it that
comes under this vote. Before the last redis-
tribution of the electorate we had the trans-
port system from the Raglan distriet, and from
the Wowan and Kalapa districts. They were a
boon to the echildren. These things were
provided by a Minister who comes from the
western parts of the State but he has given
us all these things sinee he has been in office.
There are the Causeway to Yeppoon, Bondoola
to Yeppoon, Bungundarra to Yeppoon, and
the Marlborough district routes. They are
very essential for the children. Nothing like
that was ever done by Tory Governments. They
did not care a tinker’s curse for the children.
I congratulate the Minister on having pro-
vided these services.
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The Government have been eriticised for:
failing to provide school accommodation but
I have here a list of many jobs that were
carried out by the department consequent
upon representations by me. He has approved
of the erection of two additional classrooms
at Berserker Street State School at a cost
of £3,044, a teachers’ residence at a cost of
£2,645, additional classroom accommodation
at Joskleigh State School at a cost of £500
and the erection of a new residence for the
teacher at a cost of £2,900. It shows that
the Labour Government are looking after the
dark children as well as the white population.
The department is building a very elaborate
residence for the teacher at that school. The
Minister approved of a new classroom at the
Lake’s Creek State school costing £1,617 and
a new classroom at the Park Avenue State
School costing £1,525. T mention these things
to prove that the Opposition do not know
what they are talking about and that they
are only engaging in political propaganda.
They know full well what the Government
have done in the interests of the children and
the teachers. Not one thing did they do for
them when they were in office. They were the
good old Tory days when you got nothing.
The only thing that they provided for the
teacher was the cane. That is how they
treated the teachers in those times and they
cannot deny it.

I heard the hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha
say that this Government had done nothing
for eduecation in the past 10 years. The
expenditure on education by this Government
during that period was:—

£
1946-47 9,744,125
1947-48 3,038,819
1948-49 3,613,538
1949-50 4,080,756
1950-51 4,876,482
1951-52 6,079,041

Does that show that the Labour Government
have done nothing for the education of our
children and teachers? What did hon. mem-
bers opposite do when they were in power?
Absolutely nothing. Their inaction was a
shocking disgrace to those they represented.

The hon. member for Isis suggested that
parents should offer suggestions. Most
teachers are opposed to school committees,
and are also opposed to parents offering any
suggestions whatsoever. (Opposition interjec-
tions.) That is true. I have teachers in my
electorate who do mot want anything to do
with school committees. On the other hand,
the Parents and Citizens’ Association has
done, and is doing, a magnificent job to help
the school children. Hon. members opposite
talk about what we are doing and what we
are not doing, but what did Tory Govern-
ments do many years ago? Did they select
good sites for the erection of State schools?

Mr. Sparkes: No, they selected them in
swamps.

Mr. INGRAM: They did. Take the
Lake’s Creek State School, which was erected
in 1877. It is only in the last three or four
years that this Government, with the aid of
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the Parents and Citizens’ Association, have
been able to make a decent playground and
sports ground at that school. Take the school
ground at Yeppoon, another boghole, on whieh
a school was built in 1885, It has cost the
Government many thousands ef pounds in an
effort to make a decent playground for the
children. Even today it is anything but
satisfactory. I am appealing to the Minister
to give high priority to the erection of a
new school at Yeppoon on a site bought
recently by this Government. I am pointing
out these things to show what the Govern-
ment have done for education and the benefit
of school children and school teachers in eom-
parison with what Tory Governments did
years ago. They did nothing, yet their fol-
lowers of today are criticising this Govern-
ment. I am pointing out that the accomplish-
ments of this Government are a ecredit to
them. The Moore Government limited the
number of scholarships that were granted
and those that were granted were available
only to those pupils who passed a eompetitive
examination.

Mr. Sparkes: That is what the Minister
told you.

Mr, INGRAM: I looked it up before the
Minister told me. (Opposition laughter.)

In a speech that I made last year I quoted
the figures, of what the Government paid by
way of wages to the teachers and what the
Tory Government paid. I remember the
time when the Tory Government only paid
£20 a year to teachers, and paid it quarterly.
Now that the Government are giving the
teachers a fair salary the Opposition should
praise instead of citicise them. Kach and
every teacher in my electorate is highly
pleased with the action of this Government
and I am pleased because the teachers in my
electorate, of whom I am proud, are doing
2 remarkable job in the interests of the
pupils of this State.

Mr. NICHOLSON (Murrumba) (5.21
pm.): I join with other members in con-
gratulating the Minister on having his Esti-
mates placed before the Committee. I should
like to take the opportunity of thanking
him for favours received. Since taking office
he has done a great job in straightening out
what appears to have been a very difficult
tangle. He has proved that not only has he
a receptive mind but a very retentive one.

Various subjects have been dealt with dur-
ing the course of the day, one of which is
the subject I dealt with in my maiden speech
—the saving of teachers by the establishment
of area schools. The suggestion has been
discounted on several oceasions. I believe it
is an answer to the problem of how to save
teachers, and the numbers saved depend on
what area schools are set up. I believe that
at the present time 300 tfeachers could be
saved by the establishment of area schools
in areas where it is practieable. I pointed out
previously that in Samford, Petrie, Strath-
pine and Dayborough, no fewer than six
teachers could be saved for the department.

The subject of accommodation in those area
schools has been mentioned. In past years
when an area school was formed the small
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schools that were closed were moved in to
increase accommodation at the central
school. It is within the realms of possibility
that that can still be done.

The hon. member for Chermside spoke of
the desirability of giving the Department of
Public Instruction its own Works Branch to
do its own building. I believe there is some-
thing in that.

I believe also that private tenders ecould
be invited for the building of schools. I
know it will be said that tenders have been
called and none submitted, but most of us
must agree that many schools, especially
those being built in country districts, are
outdated and outmoded, the wooden
structures in particular. I Dbelieve that
tenders should not be called for the erection
of types of buildings designed by the Depart-
ment of Public Works but for schools for
certain purposes, the person submitting the
tender to design the building. That design
could then be examined and approved or
modified by the department. A similar
scheme is in operation in New Zealand now,
and there they have some of the finest school
buildings in the world. When I visited that
country I had the privilege of being shown
over an excellent school that had been
designed and ereeted by a private builder.
Under that scheme the children, the teachers
and the parents are all happy and I suggest
it eould be introduced with advantage here.

The Minister has replied to certain sug-
gestions for the encouragement of people to
enter the teaching profession. It is well
known that the majority of teachers entering
the profession come from middle-class
families who ecannot afford te allow their
children to study for the profession on
present allowances. This means that many
children who would otherwise be attracted to
the profession enter trades, where the
remuneration in the first year of work is
much greater. The Minister has asked for
suggestions as to means of inducing children
to become teachers and I suggest that one
of the greatest inducements would be the
abolition of the application of the means
test to the payment of allowanees, not only
to children who of necessity must live away
from home but also to those who live at
home.

Mr. Devries: No means test is applied
in this at all.

My, NICHOLSON: A means test is
applied in that the payment of the allowance
is based on the basic wage and the income
of the wparents. If that condition was
abolished greater encouragement would be
given to children to join the profession.

Last year some 400-odd teachers left the
service. Approximately 1,000 children passed
the Senior examination. To replace the
teachers who left the service last year, we
shall require 400 of those 1,000 students who
passed their Senior examination. That is a
large number.

The net increase in enrolment is estimated
at 6,000 children each year and this will
demand, on a pro rata basis, an average of



Supply.

150 extra teachers. To make up for the loss
of teachers and the extra teachers required
550 students will be required to take up
teaching. Also, the 2,000-teacher lag will
have to be taken into consideration. The
Minister has stated that the position does
not appear as bad as we of the Opposition
state it to be but to cateh up with the lag
of teachers alone we should require another
150 teachers, virtually an impossibility. In
all, to make up for the extra requirements, to
provide for the loss of teachers and the lag
already existing we shall require 700 out of
every 1,000 students who pass the Senior.
That appears to be an impossibility, especi-
ally when one takes into account the number
of students who go to other professions. The
question of easing of the restriction regard-
ing allowances is one approach that should
be made to the question.

I shall deal with a number of other sub-
jects when we come to the votes covering
them but at this stage I should like to com-
ment on what was said by the hon, member
for Kedron about free eduecation and how it
was introduced by a Labour Government.
The free education that exists today would
be greatly extended and its value enhanced
and greater advantage taken of it by many
students if the Government had proceeded
in a more businesslike way with the estab-
lishment of more secondary schools. The hon.
member for Isis gave particulars of the num-
ker of children who attend denominational
and private secondary schools and the num-
her who attend State schools. The figures
could be reversed if the facilities for second-
ary education existed. I do not wish to take
the political angle in this respect, but a saner
approach could be made to the establish-
ment of secondary schools.

I will deal with the transport position later
on under another vote; I have some construe-
tive eriticism to offer there to the Minister.
I am pleased that the hon. member for Port
Curtis is in complete agreement with me in
regard to the transport of children to school
and the establishment of area schools. This
debate is going to develop into a very free
discourse, and I hope that the Minister will
gain some useful information from both sides
of the Chamber.

Mr. KEYATTA (Townsville) (5.34 p.m.):
I desire to compliment the Secretary for
Public Instruction on his excellent adminis-
tration of his department. Everyone will
agree that the Department of Public Instrue-
tion is one of the most difficult departments
to control. Over the years, however, we find
that the standard of education in this State
has improved, mainly because of the work of
the Minister, his advisers, and the depart-
mental officers generally.

It is with deep regret that I refer to the
coming retirement of a loyal and faithful
officer in the person of Mr. Lew Edwards,
who has made his mark. He is a living
testimony to the high standard that he has
himself created. When criticism has been
levelled at him—as it is levelled at anyone
who oceupies a high public office—it has been
done only because mistakes are made and
anomalies creep in, as they do with all of
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us; that is one of the frailties of
human nature. After all, it is omly as the
result of ecritieism that we find our proper
level and that mistakes are corrected. When
we econsider that this department’s appro-
priation for 1950-51 was £4,600,000, that the
amount expended in 1950-51 was £4,800,000,
and that it is expected that the expenditure
for 1951-52 will he over £6,000,000, we
realise the burden that is cast on this depart-
ment in a State that is so vast and that has
so many sparsely-populated areas as Queeus—
land with a population of approximately
1,100,000. We know, too, the myriad of
departments and sub-departments that this
vote covers.

In my opinion, this is one of the most
important votes with which Parliament has
to deal, because education forms the qun_da-
tion of our State. It is therefore gratifying
that we are able to say that our foundation
has been excellently laid. The number of
Queensland graduates who have gone to high
positions in other parts of Australia and
overseas shows the high standard of educa-
tion in this State. As an example, our
marine ticket is considered to be one of the
best in the world.

Of course, we all realise that the Depart-
ment of Public Instruetion has room for fur-
ther development. We hear repeatedly eriti-
¢ism of the department and statements that
the various training courses should be
widened. The basic consideration is the
teachers. No-one has yet suggested where we
are to get the additional teachers. No eduea-
tional system is complete without them; it
would be like a ship without eaptain or
crew.

Criticism has been levelled against the
scholarship system and in this connection let
me refer to some comments by a correspon-
dent. He writes—

¢“What a lot of exaggerated nonsense
has been written and spoken lately concern-
ing the so-called burdensome Scholarship

Examination, which, some would have us

believe, is making physical and mental

wrecks of our children. Ridiculous! No
visible proof of this is to be found in our
children. The only real bugbear attached
to the Scholarship is the parent who 1is
continually harassing and threatening the
child of the consequences of hig failure and
causing him unnecessary fear and worry.

<¢After all, it is only an elementary
examination, and over recent years the
syllabus has been redueed to a minimum.

Scholarship mathematies, for example,

require only accuracy and the knowledge of

a few rules and the multiplication table.

How is any child who cannot perform this

going to succeed with elementary algebra,

&e., required even for Junior?’’

Mr, Pizzey interjected.

Mr. KEYATTA: The hon. member is a
highly qualified teacher and 1 respect }n‘s
ability. He has been persistent in his eriti-
cism on this point, but he ignores the fact
that while he was in the teaching service he
refrained from raising his voice in eritieism
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of the system. I know that in his own heart
he feels he did an excellent job in the depart-
ment and the department gives him full
credit for that. There are shorteomings in
our eduecational system, but they will be
corrected as time goes on.

I draw the hon. member’s attention especi-
ally to these comments by the correspondent—

““We hear much about insufficient stress
on_culture. How ecan a child who cannot
write the requisite 25 lines of composi-
tion or correct a faulty sentence appreci-
ate good literature?’’

Then we have the broadeast by the Minister
in explanation of the new syllabus set up by
the special committee appointed for the pur-
pose. I propose to refer to one part of it
that impressed me greatly. It said—

_{¢The programme of work preseribed pro-
yldes for a wide, well-balanced course,
intended both to diseover what particular
talent a child does possess, and, secondly,
to promote that all-round development of
human capacities which is necessary for
happmess and true fulfilment of funetion
in life. Gone are the days when schools
efim concern themselves with the three R’s
alone.

“Moral. development, character develop-
ment, social development, physical develop-
ment and cultural development are now all
necessary, and eonsequently the new eurricu-
Tum postulates that the social studies, the
English literature, musie, and arts and
crafts, elementary general science as well
as health and physical education must be

inelud i y
cheill(li.?g in the course followed by every

We must build the character of the child as

x;v;stlggld our publie edifices and education

I want to refer to the tribute pai
Mmlstcer to Dr. Edwards. His 1%111(;1'1}33 g}g
a fitting testimony to the worth of a most
loyal and capable officer—an officer who has
played a great part in not only laying the
foundations of our education system but in
developing it. The Minister states—

‘I believe that teachers, too, have cause
to be grateful to Dr. Edwards for the
sympathetic consideration which he has given
to their needs. Their representatives have
always been able to discuss freely with the
Director-General the welfare of the teachers
and of the schools generally. Individual
teachers have found a no less cordial
reception for the presentation of their own
individual worries. Even when he could not
meet the wishes of a particular teacher he
managed to ‘temper the wind to the shorn
lamb’ so that the teacher left his room
without any feeling of resentment. He is
regarded as the teachers’ friend. To many
teachers L.D. is a personal friend of long
standing. They respect him for his ability
and for his achievements, they like him as a
man.

¢TI join with them in wishing the retir-

ing Director-General long years and much
content.””’
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The Minister is big enough to pay that able
tribute to a good and respected officer who
has rendered not only an essential but loyal
service to this State. I am paying a tribute
to a loyal officer who will not be seen again
in this Chamber supporting this vote. Dr.
Edwards has played a great part in nation-
building and many hon. members have enjoyed
his sympathy, advice and direction. I doubt
whether there is in any State in the Common-
wealth, an officer of greater educational and
administrative attainments. He represented
this State at an international conference and
the impression he created there reflected eredit
not only on this State but upon Australia and
himself.

T.et me revert to the remarks made by Dr.
Edwards in his report—
¢ Ag a matter of fact education, does not
lend itself to really radical change.”’
whieh is quite true-—
¢¢Changes should be evolutiomary rather
than revolutionary. They should not be
merely speetacular or faneiful in evasiotn,
but should be designed to meet some real
social need.
¢¢T thank the teachers of Queensland for
their co-operation and loyal devotion to
duty and I hope that, with a continuance
of this assistance, my suceessor, on putting
off his harness, may be able to ‘boast
himself’ that education, under his guidanee,
has made sound and steady progress.’’

That statement reveals Dr. Edwards as @
man of great character, for he pays a fitting
tribute to his senior and departmental officers
and the staff gemerally. It is true that our
friends are those who support us and play
an important part in our administration.

1 must refer to the decentralisation poliey,
which has proved very suceessful. Mr. G. K. D.
Murphy, the regional director in Northern
Queensland, has carried out an exeellent
service and under his command the adminis-
tration improved econsiderably. I wish to
thank him for his courtesy and help at all
times.

I wish to refer also to the need for a new
Central State School at Townsville, which I

_have advocated since I became a member of

this Parliament. I am pleased to be able to
state that the Minister was sympathetic, and
the Secretary for Public Works has informed
me that the plans are being prepared and
submitted for the next stage in our progress
towards our goal. I heard members of the
Opposition grumbling because no new schools
were provided in their electorates. I notice
by the report that many schools have been
erected and others enlarged in various
electorates. The Central State School in
Townsville was condemned prior to 1939.
The new one was on the BEstimates for
1939-40, but owing to war econditions, over
which the Government had no control, all
public works were suspended. Sinee the war
there has been a shortage of labour and
material and the urgent requirements of
housing have prevented the work from going
on. A new site has been selected for the
new school, which will be larger than the
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old one. I urge the Minister to do every-
thing possible to have the work earried out
expeditiously. Overerowding and the grow-
ing population make it very urgent that the
new school be available at the earliest
possible date.

The Government have been consistent in
the building of schools, which have been
built irrespective of whether electorates were
represented by Liberal or Country Party
members, and the Government are to be com-
mended for the equal treatment meted out
to the various parts of the State as a Govern-
ment policy.

Another matter to which I wish to refer is
radio in schools and visual education which
are very important in the teaching of
children, and have proved effective in other
parts of the world in giving children a
valuable general knowledge.

When ordinary teaching methods alone are
used, only the children favoured with the
greater ecapacity to assimilate knowledge
really absorb what is being taught, whereas
with visual education many more obtain excel-
lent results. That this method is success-
ful is demonstrated by the following extract
from the Direetor-General’s report—

““Continuing development in the use of
radio and film in the schools is indicated by
the installation of 74 radiogramophones
and 65 film projectors. Purchase of this
equipment, which was assisted by -the
Departmental subsidy (£1 for £1) repre-
sents a total expenditure of approximately
£15,000.””

That amount could be inereased considerably,
with advantage to our children. The benefit
of education by documentary films was amply
demonstrated to hon. members in this build-
ing recently. Despite what we had heard
and read about evaporation, few of us really
appreciated what it really meant until we saw
the actual position depicted on the screen at
that showing. The Government are indeed to
be eongratulated upon their policy of visual
education in our schools. Many years ago,
before the Government introduced the system,
a member of the West End State school
committee at Townsville, a Mr. James Miller,
realised its value and brought it before that
committee, with the result that funds were
raised in various ways and faecilities for
visual education were installed at that school.

Another important step upon which the
Government are to be congratulated is the
introduction of vocational guidance. Origin-
ally only two officers were engaged but, so
suceessful has the scheme become that many
officers are required. TUnder that scheme,
many children who ecannot manage to pass
theoretical examinations are given the oppor-
tunity of doing practical work and in that
way demonstrating what excellent tradesmen
they can be. A lesson in the importance and
value of practical work is to be had in what
our forefathers did in the early days. They
had not the benefit of education but the great
works they did stand today as monuments
to their courage and skill
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Then we have adult education. So many
people have availed themselves of this
facility that here again staff has had to be
inereased to meet the mneeds of the people.

(Time expired.)

Mr. LOW (Coorcora) (7.16 pm): I
feel that the Bstimates of the Department of
Public Instruction are among the most
important that could be presented to this
Committee; the education of our children
and their general welfare are very important.

I should like to join with other hon. mem-
bers in expressing the sincere hope that the
Director-General of Education and his deputy
will enjoy many long years in their retirement.
During their terms of office they have encoun-
tered many difficulties and what they have
achieved will stand the State in good stead for
many years to eome; in other direetions I
feel that necessary improvements might be
brought about. I hope that the Minister and
the Government, when choosing men to fill
these important positions, will select the very
best available from either inside or outside
the department. Their decision will have an
important bearing on the lives of our young
people, who will be in their hands for many
years to come.

The Secretary for Public Instruction has
comparatively recently taken over this port-
folio and I hope that at the most convenient
time he will make a trip abroad. In fact,
I am sorry that he did not acecompany Mr.
Murphy on his trip. He has tackled his
duties with sincerity and I was impressed with
the fact that he decided to visit the various
centres in the State. T did the same thing
when I was elected a member of this Assembly.
Wherever possible I go to schools to see for
myself the conditions under whieh the children
are receiving cducation and the econditions
under which our teachers are carrying on
their work.

1 pay my tribute not only to the work of
Mr. Edwards and his staff but the teachers
in general, as I have a very favourable opinion
of their services. I should like to add a special
tribute to those associated with the Primary
Correspondence Section of the department,
because the officers in it have a veritable army
of children under their control. There are
100 teachers and 5,116 children arc enrolled.
That staff are charged with the responsibility
of getting in touch with students throughout
the State and even outside it; I think that they
are doing a remarkably good job, and I hope
will continue to do so.

The recruitment of additional teachers is a
very serious matter and I repeat what I have
said before, that I do not think the amount
paid in allowances to our young people at the
Teachers’ Training College is nearly sufti-
cient, particularly when we remember that
the Public Service Commissioner has full con-
trol of the department, The intake through
the Teachers’ Training College is on a eom-
petitive basis and there is a remarkable differ-
cnee between the salaries offered to young
people who wish to enter the State Publie
Serviee and those who wish to take up teach-
ing as a profession. As I said this afternoon
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by way of interjection, the allowances that
are at present being pald to students are not
nearly sufficient. I say quite definitely that
every student at the Teachers’ Training
College has to appeal to his parents for funds
so0 that he ean carry on whilst he is at the
college. That should mnot be so, and I
am quite certain that because of it we must
be losing quite a number of young people who
would like to enter the teaching profession.
Further, it is no wonder that we are getting
no response from the children when they see
the conditions that many teachers have %o
put up with., Although many members have
said that the teachers are quite satisfled, I
say emphatically that they are not; their
conditions are anything but good. TFor
example, teachers’ residences are anything
but up-to-date.

Mr. Power: That is a matter for the
Department of Public Works.

Mr., LOW: I realise that it is a matter
for the Department of Public Works, but
it is the little things that count, When you
move round the countryside and discuss these
things with teachers you find that they are
full of complaints about little things that
could quite easily be fixed up. When the
department builds a residence, I ecannot
understand why it does not do something
about painting the interior and making it
attractive. If that was done, both the
teacher and his wife would be far more
satisfied.

Mr. Devries: As an ex-railwayman, you
should know that the Government always
allow a building to stand for five years
Lefore it is painted internally.

Mr. LOW: I know some that have been
up for 20 years and have never been painted.
I have also seen some stoves in school build-
ings that are not fit to be in a galley. I
believe that if the Minister would rectify
such things as that the teachers would be
far more satisfied than they are. Even a
blind child could not fail to see some of the
conditious that teachers have to put up with
at the present time, and they are anything
but an cneouragement to our young people
to enter the teaching service.

Mr. Power: That is pure rubbish!

Mr. LOW: That is just what one would
expeet from the ex-Secretary for Public
Works, who was prepared to offer the
teachers such rotten conditions

 The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are not
discussing the Department of Public Works
at present.

Mr. LOW:

that matter.

I have made my point on

I should like now to make some reference
to area schools. Some 18 months ago I
received a communieation from the former
Seeretary for Public Instruction to the effect
that the Government had abandoned for at
least 10 years the idea of area schools. The
reason given was the shortage of man-power
and materials, and the faet that there was
no hope of eatching up sufficiently with the
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building lag in other directions to enable
them to introduce the system of area schools.
However, if the Government deeide to estab-
lish area schools, who will pay for the cost
of transporting the children from the out-
side areas to the central school?

Mr. Devries: Who do you think will pay
for it?

Mr, LOW: At the present time the
Department of Public Instruction is not pay-
ing sufficient to cover the tramsport costs
adequately.

Mr. Marsden:

The department pays a
fair

amount of the cost.

My, LOW: I agree that the department
pays a fair amount, but it is not meeting in
full its obligation to the owner-drivers who
transport children to the various schools. As
a matter of fact, the position has become
intolerable, You cannot expeect the owner-
driver to carry the children to school at a
loss. In more than 50 per cent. of the cases
the parents of the children are paying con-
siderable amounts to maintain existing trans-
port services. Eventually I think the depart-
ment will have to provide its own busses and
convert the closed small country schools into
teachers’ residences and employ teacher-
drivers. That seems to be the only way in
which the area schools will be established
on a sound financial basis. With the present
rate of progress on the part of the Depart-
ment of Public Works in providing additional
school accommodation at central points, it will
be many years before we can even think
about the scheme quite apart from carrying
it out.

All children who are compelled to travel to
another school for vocational training should
have free transport for the purpose. In quite
a number of centres they are compelled to
travel to near-by schools for voecational train-
ing and they have to pay their own trans-
port fees.

Mr. Devries: What does it amount to?
Mr. LOW:

amounts to.

It does not matter what it

Mr. Devries: We pay the child’s fare
to ‘the vocational ecentre.

My, LOW: No. The Minister has already
had a communication from me telling him
of a number of cases in which the parents
are paying transport of children to the voea-
tional centres.

Mr, Devries: I am having it investigated,
because I am not satisfied that what you
say is true.

Mr. LOW: It is just a case of the
Minister’s doubting my word. Because I
have the courage to tell him the full facts in
writing lLe says he is going to investigate
the matter to see whether what I say is correct
or not.

Mr.
facts.

Devries: You have not given the
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My, LOW: I have. Every child should
have free transport to get vocational train-
ing. All children should be on a fair basis
and have an equal chance.

The Minister has not given a clear-cut deci-
sion on the matter of free bus travel for
children attending State secondary schools
in Queensland. Children who are compelled
to travel by bus where no rail faecilities exist
are expected to pay their own transport fees
when attending secondary schools. The
department provides free rail transport for
students who have passed the Scholarship
Examination and are attending secondary
schools but if echildren happen to live in
outside centres where there are regular bus
services they must pay their own transport
fees. I am making the plea that all -child-
ren should be on the same footing so that
none will have to pay the transport fees. I
hope the Minister will give that matter
favourable consideration.

The Minister should also consider the ques-
tion of the department’s assuming full respon-
sibility for the supply of all textbooks and
school requisites for all pupils. Education is
supposed to be free but today the Department
is pushing more and more of its financial
responsibilities on to the parents. Eduea-
tion today is becoming a very costly matter,
particularly when the cost of books, &e.,
is taken into econsideration with the altera-
tion of the syllabus from time to time. Books
bought for the older child thus beecome useless
for the younger members of the family., I
have pointed out that the cost of books is
fast becoming the full responsibility of the
parent, that the cost of school transport in
many instances is his responsibility too, and
that parents of teacher-trainees have to make
substantial contributions to keep them at the
Teachers’ Training College. Therefore, it is
not hard to discover some of the real reasons
why the Government’s policy of getting a
sufficiency of teachers is not meeting with
the success desired. Where is this free
education we hear so much about?

The department shéuld also provide clean
and up-to-date lunch rooms for school children.
When a playshed is not provided at a school
children are compelled to eat their lunches
underneath the school building. In many
instances the underneath portion of the school
is dark, dusty and filthy, yet the little ones
are expected to eat their lunches under those
conditions. I appeal to the Minister to cement
the underneath portion of a sehool building
where no playshed is provided, to enable the
children to eat their lunches in comfort and
in eclean surroundings.

I also suggest that in districts where a
telephone service is established all schools be
connected by telephone to facilitate prompt
attention in case of accident or snake-bite.
That is important.

I have previously drawn the attention of
the Minister to his refusal to allow the
Gympie Q.A.T.B. to solicit donations from
school children for the purpose of maintaining
the ambulance serviece, That hag been the
practice in the distriet for many years and
it has been a source of revenue to the brigade.
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In addition, it inculecates in the minds of
children the need to give to suech a worthy
cause. The Minister has decreed that this
practice must cease. Naturally the Q.A.T.B.
is very sore about his decision, which I hope
he will reconsider, because the ambulance pro-
vides a service to the children as well as
giving a sense of security to those people who
are compelled to live in isolated parts of the
district. ~ Many accidents happen while
children are at school and the telephone ser-
vice has enabled many of them to receive
prompt attention. The policy of the Govern-
ment appears to be to squeeze the Ambulance
Brigade so that eventually they will be com-
pelled to take over the whole system in this
State and place them under Government
control,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. LOW: I support the suggestion made
by the hon. member for Chermside that the
department should set up its own works and
construction sub-department. It ean be done
and it would give the Minister the right not
only to make his own decisions but to see that
they are carried out. It would also cause
greater contentment in the department and
among its officers.

‘We have heard about the encouragement of
school committees, but if the department
would reply to correspondence sent in by
school committees much quicker than it is
doing it would help those committeees con-
siderably. It often takes three months before
the school committee gets a reply. There is
certainly something wrong with the filing
system of the department. The present state
of affairs is killing school committees stone
dead.

The Department of Public Works is strang-
ling the Education Department

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Works
Department does not come under this vote.

Mr. LOW: We have heard of the
inability of the Department of Publie
Instruetion to build schools in this State,
particularly secondary schools, and the reason
given has been shortage of manpower and
material. I draw the attention of the Minis-
ter to the fact that if you have a look over
the State you will find that church schools
are being built all over Queensland—they
are springing up like mushrooms everywhere,
despite the shortage of manpower and.
materials. The Queensland Country Women’s
Agsociation is able to build hostels. I am
not complaining about their doing this work,
but it does clearly show that if private enter-
prise and contractors ean do this work for
chureh organisations and organisations such
as the Country Women’s Assoeiation, there is
something wrong with the Government if they
cannot build secondary schools to acecommo-
date the children,

Mr. Devries: The Country Women's
Associations in Nambour is doing a wonder-
ful job for you.

Mr. LOW: My word, they did a wonder-
ful job; nobody is more behind them than T
am. (Government interjections.) I hold the
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Country Women’s Association in the highest
respect. We completed a hostel costing
£22,000 to accommodate 40 girls and 40 boys.
It was a remarkable effort and it has proved
a great asset to the Nambour Rural High
School. I happen to be chairman of the
school committee and I am proud of it. There
are 1,400 children attending the sehool, which
has an agricultural section. Nobody has given
the Minister more co-operation than I have
as chairman of the committee in an effort
toc make certain that the educatiomal system
of our State is everything that it should
be. The school is regarded as the show school
of Queensland. I want the Minister and the
Government to understand eclearly that we
are trying to achieve something that will be
of great benefit and that can be taken as a
guide and copied elsewhere. I do hope the
Minister will do all he possibly can to see
that we get a new secondary school there. I
hope that the Secretary for Public Works will
not be lacking in his responsibility. (Govern-
ment interjections.)

The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot discuss public works.

Mr. LOW: I realise that, but when hon.
members opposite interject I must reply. I
trust there will be no unnecessary interfer-
ence by the Secretary for Mines and Immigra-
tion. If there is anybody sabotaging the
State education system, apart from the Secre-
tary for Mines and Immigration is, I should
say he is about No. 1.

Mr. POWER: I rise to a point of order.
I want a withdrawal of that statement. It is
offensive to me to say that I sabotaged the
education system of this State. I do not
want him to accept my denial; I want a with-
drawal, because it is offensive to me.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon.
member to withdraw that statement.

Mr. LOW: In withdrawing it, I say he
has caused me enough trouble inside and out-
side this Chamber for me to make up my
mind.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon.
member to withdraw that statement.

Mr, LOW: What statement have I got to
withdraw?

The CHAIRMAN: The statement that
the Secretary for Mines and Immigration
sabotages the education system of this State.

Mr. Morris: e did not say that.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I am not
asking the hon, member for Mt. Coot-tha to
tell me what he said.

Mr. LOW: I will accept his denial.

Mr. POWER: T am not satisfied with
that. I want a withdrawal of the statement.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. mem-
ber for Cooroora to withdraw the statement.

Mr. LOW: Tell me what statement it is.
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The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
said that the Secretary for Mines and Immi-
gration was sabotaging the education system
of the State. All 1 ask him to do is with-
draw those words.

Mr. LOW: You are putting me in a
rather awkward position.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do not want
the hon. member to explain anything; I want
him to withdraw the statement. If he does
not do that, I shall have to deal with him.

Mr. LOW: If it is offensive to the
Minister, and if it is usual parliamentary
procedure, and if it is shown in ‘‘Hansard’’
that it is so, I withdraw it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under Standing Orders.

Mr. LOW: But I still think it.

Mr. BYRNE (Mourilyan) (743 pm.):
Listening to the speakers this afternoon, one
would be inclined to think that the educa-
tional system of Queensland was something
outrageous, In actual faet. it is something
of which we are entitled to be proud. It is
my firm belief—and this is confirmed by very
many edueationists—that it is superior to
those of the other States of the Common-
wealth, and I do not think the hon. member
for Cooroora was sincere in his criticism. 1
think he was eritieising the system merely
for the purpose of having some objection
recorded in ‘‘Hansard.’’” I am sure he does
not believe what he said in his speech a few
moments ago.

It is my privilege and pleasure to pay a
compliment to the Secretary for Public
Instruction. Having had occasion to tour
my area with him, I know he is partieunlarly
energetic and anxious to see the advancement
of the schools in my electorate. I have paid
him a similar compliment previously and I
now assure him that it is sineere. Those
sentiments are supported even by hon. mem-
bers opposite, who have paid bim a glowing
tribute for his administration of the depart-
ment.,

The Department of Public Instruection
seems to have been singled out by hon. mem-
bers as ome at which they are entitled to
throw bricks. It is the biggest of our Publie
Service departments, it does a huge amount
of work and it is doing a great deal for the
people of this State. The Minister is doing
an excellent job. ¥e is a man who has done
a considerable amount of work and is putting
into his department his personal interest and
good will, and T am sure that at the end of
his term the people of Queenslang will be
very proud of the results he will bhe able to
achieve.

Much has been said about the loss of our
teachers, but one can expect that, because in
industry today employees are leaving to
better themselves by taking the higher pay
that is offered to them. This is happening
in every industry and the teaching service
is no exception. These very high wages
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being paid in outside ecallings are only a
result of the inflationary conditions brought
about by capitalists and others who see an
opportunity of making money, but the time
is fast coming when, as a result of the
Federal Treasurer’s income-tax proposals and
the curtailment of the money market, those
people who have left the teaching service
for employment outside will wish fo return
to the profession. That teachers are leaving
the service is mno reflection on the depart-
ment. Those men and women could easily
remain in the service and in the long run
they would be better off than by taking
higher wages outside in industries that are
not likely to last.

One also hears much eriticism of our sehool
buildings. In my area we are blessed with
a rather fine elass of school building, and
our teachers are contented. On my visits
throughout the distriet I make it a practice
to ascertain their little difficulties and
troubles, and I find that without exception
they have no complaints whatever to make.
They usually say that they are contented and
happy in their surroundings, and 1 say with-
out fear of contradiction that in the Mouril-
yan electorate our small schools eompare more
than favourably with those in other parts of
the State. We are particularly blessed in
that respect, as I have said, and the parents
of the pupils going to our schools are, in
the main, very appreciative of the services
that are being rendered by the teachers and
the department. One must admit that because
of the great spaces to be served there are
times when complaints are made but this is
only natural and understandable when we
remember that whilst Vietoria, South Aus-
tralia, and New South Wales are more closely
settled, parts of Queensland are sparsely
settled, distances are great, and the homes
of our children are seattered. The depart-
ment is therefore often called upon to provide
transport services for a few children, which
sometimes makes educational conditions rather
trying. THowever, the department is faecing
up to its responsibilities and I am of the
opinion that if many of the complaints that
one hears were lodged with the department
or with the Minister himself, the causes
would be removed. T am sure that the Minis-
ter is very approachable and that he does
his utmost to be helpful whenever such
matters are brought before him.

The primary and seeondary schools in Innis-
fail and Tully are doing wonderful work.
I know the head teachers of those schoolg par-
ticularly well, and the members of the vari-
ous school committees have made very com-
plimentary remarks on what the Minisfer and
his department are doing for them. I have
always received a sympathetic hearing from
the Minister and to hear hon. members
opposite talk about receiving a poor response
to their complaints perplexes me. It would
be much better if they would take the little
complaints that they air in this Chamber direct
to the Minister. Frequently hon. members
opposite merely make the department a scape-
goat when they wish to engage in a little
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criticism, but nothing is so damaging to sueh,
a speaker himself as criticism that has no
foundation.

Mr. WATSON (Mulgrave) (7.53 pm.): I
join with members on this side of the
Committee in expressing, first of all, my appre-
ciation of the Secretary for Public Instrue-
tion for permitting us the privilege at least
of discussing the Estimates for the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction. That is not quite
what hon. members opposite thought I was
going to say when I started, but it is what
I mean. When I first became a member of
this Assembly, I stepped off on the wrong
foot with the Minister. The hon. member for
Mourilyan has just told us how he was allowed
to visit the various parts of his electorate
with the Minister, but I was deprived of that
privilege when I became a member. However,
I think that matter has been straightened
out, because I believe that the Minister now
realises that I do mnot make any statement
unless I have sufficient proof to enable me
to stand up to it.

The hon. member for Mourilyan has sug-
gested that the people of Queensland are
proud of our edueation system. I will not
contradiet that statement, because I believe
that the Minister who now holds this port-
folio is doing his very best to overcome many
of the difficulties with which the department
is faced. However, it is rather difficult to
understand how the Minister or the depart-
ment can expect any member of the teaching
service to remain in the department when he
is reeeiving at least 50 per cent. less than
the average man who is working with his
hands only, who has never had to study hard,
and who works the bare eight hours a day.
In the sugar industry he can make up to
£30 a week. Can you understand, Mr. Farrell,
why a man should desire to remain in the
department and give his time to study to
get a miserly £12 to £15 a week when another
person in a job where no brains whatever

are required is receiving £30 a week?
When members of the Government party
say that the teaching staff are satis-

fied they are not speaking the truth. I
have diseussed these matters with the older
members of the service and they have told me
that if they were not so old they would get
out and get some of the money that I have
mentioned, but as it is they must perforce
of circumstances remain in the department
and put up with what they get. However,
we look to the future and naturally we want
to build our teaching staff up to a high level
Therefore I appeal to the Minister to con-
sider giving to the small country schools
inereased pay and more amenities in keeping
with those in the city areas.

In more distant parts of my electorate the
teachers have little to be thankful for. Many
female teachers have to ride three and four
miles a day on bieycles to reach the schools
where they teach and in addition have to pay
high boarding charges. You know what
travel means in the North in the wet season.
Can we expect them to continue in these jobs
when they can get high salaries, privileges
and amenities in the cities such as we cannot
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provide for them in the country? The
Government must supply these amenities if
they expeet to hold their teaching staff.

I brought a matter under the notice of the
Minister some time ago and I feel I am justi-
fled in repeating it on these estimates. I
refer to transport fees in outside centres. I
want to make it clear that I am not com-
plaining about the bus services that exist
in the Central Division. In my electorate
much of the transport to schools is provided
by persons who own lorries, dairymen, and
farmers, and they have helped the depart-
ment in this respect very considerably.

Mr. Devries: We appreciate that.

Mr., WATSON: I know that the Minister
does but the department is not paying enough
to give these men a reasonable income hav-
ing regard to the faet that both their lorry
and labour are involved.

Mr. Devries: It is State-wide.

Mr. WATSON: I know, but unless the
Minister does something about it very quickly
there will be a dropping off in these trans-
port facilities and the little children in the
distant parts of the State will not be able
te get to school. I discussed the subjeect
with the Commissioner of Main Roads and I
found that the average man with a 2-ton
truck can make a minimum of £30 9s. 6d. a
week. If he works 2 hours he is paid for
four and if he works 4% hours he is paid for
8. I think the Minister pays 1s. 2d. a mile
for the {ransport of the school children,

Mr. Devries: Various rates.

Mr. WATSON: The Minister will find
that these men do not get reasonable com-
pensation for the time spent in doing this
work. He may suggest that they travel 20
miles, deliver the kiddies, go home and come
back again. The Government pay them for
the one run.

Mr., Devries: We pay them for every
run,

Mr. WATSON: When they travel to
Millaa Millaa and to Malanda the distance
is up to 37 miles from outside areas.
It is not practicable for them to get
back to their farms, therefore they remain
in town until the time arrives for them to
take the children home again. I have brought
this point before the Minister again because
unless some monetary eonsideration is given
to these drivers they may mnot keep the
services going.

Mr. Devries: I gave them £12,000 of g
lift on 1 August this year by increasing
the bus rates 25 per cent.

Mr. WATSON¢ If I remember correctly,
the Minister inereased the rate by one half-
penny a mile.

My, Devries: It cost the Government
£12,000.
My, WATSON: The Minister must

remember that the difficulty I have brought
before him will have to be overcome, other-
wise there ig a possibility that the transport
service will be discontinued.
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I want to inform the Minister on a matter
on which he has not been quite rightly
informed so far, that is, an additional area
for the playground at Millaa Millaa school
on the Tableland. I have brought before him
on two different oceasions the very real neces-
sity for increasing the area. There are four
vacant allotments right alongside the sehool
ground. Two of these allotments have been
set aside for many years for ambulance and
police purposes, but both the ambulance and
police have their respective buildings in the
town and consequently have no pressing need
for this land. It has been suggested that
the residence of the school master be shifted
from the far corner of the school grounds
and that that piece of ground be levelied.
That would cost about £1,500 and it is
suggested that the Minister should incur this
expenditure although he has four allot-
ments right alongside the school house that
can be resumed without any trouble and
would provide sufficient area for the kiddies’
playground. The spending of the money on
this project would be unwise expenditure and
one the Minister should investigate. The
Minister has intimated that he has visited a
considerable number of schools, but if he
cares to visit this sehool he will see for
himself that this expenditure of £1,500 is
quite unwarranted, and that the money could
be utilised for more useful purposes, including
the provision of internal lighting in our
sclwools.  The Leavy rainfall in this part
of the tropics creates dull days. It is
not the custom of the department to provide
lighting to State schools except one point
to enable the teacher to obtain hot water.
The position at the South Johnstone school
has been brought before the Minister on
several occasions. Anyone visiting that school
at 3 o’clock in the afternoon will find it
in near darkness. The department has placed
extra windows in the school to provide
more light, but the difficulty will be over-
come only by the installation of internal
lighting. Money is being spent on works
which are not in the best interest of the
school.  The Minister is governed by the
report of his inspectors in these small matters
and requests such as I have made are usually
turned down on the ground that it is
not the policy of the department to install
internal lighting in schools. I make this
suggestion in all good faith, and I hope
that the Minister will appreciate that my
representations have been made in good faith
and give them favourable consideration.

Mr. GRAHAM (Mackay) (8.4 p.am.):
The contributions to the debate by hon.
members of the Opposition have so far been
mostly eritical. They have not given any
credit to the Minister or the department
and one would deduce from their remarks
that we have one of the worst educational
systems in the world, instead of the best. I
would in this respect refer hon. members
opposite to this paragraph in the report of
the Director-General of Education—

“‘I cannot promise my suecessor that he
or the department controlled by him will
be free from public criticism. Inlightened
criticism ig to be welcomed.”’
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Had the Opposition been benevolent enough
to give the Minister and his departmental
officials the eredit that is due to them they
would be making a more worthy contribu-
tion to the debate than offering the eriticism
they have done.

The Director-General continues—

¢“Of course, there will always be people
who consider themselves eapable of detect-
ing and describing all the ills and ailments
from which edueation allegedly suffers.
Some do not suggest remedies. Others—
amateur diagnosticians—are quite prepared
to perform major operations on the body
educational.””’

‘‘One sometimes fears that they may
remove a vital part and kill the patient.
Radieal experimentation with young minds
is not to-be encouraged. There are others,
again, who do not specify any particular
malady. They suggest simply that the
patient does not look well and is in need
of a complete overhaul.’’

That is the approach the Opposition have
made to this department. If we ecast our
minds back we must realise that Queensland
has kept pace in education with other States
and we can reasonably say that we have a
system that ean compare with any similar
system throughout the world. In the system
in operation we have nothing of which we
need be ashamed and the people of Queens-
land have nothing of which they need be
ashamed. The Minister has said that we
welcome eriticism of our department or any
other Government instrumentality, but we
expect construetive eriticism, not the puerile
and paltry ecriticism that has been levelled
at the department by hon. members opposite.

Let us look back and see the progress that
has heen made under this system and the
development that has occurred over the last
30 years sinee the advent of Labour in this
State. 1 remember that when we had a
system of primary eduecation only, unless
your parents had money your education was
restricted to it. That is not so today,
beeause of the progress made under Lahour
Governments. The echild of today, whether
his parents are poor or rich, is able to go
from the primary school to the University at
little cost. There have been thousands of
young men and women to whom secondary
and University edueation has been denied
beeause their parents could not afford to pay
for them. It was only the children of
wealthy parents who eould attend the
University.

Mr. Dewars It is free in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. GRAHAM: Of course it is. That is
due to Liabour Governments. It is the aim
of this Government, and it should be the
aim of any Government, to provide the best
education for the young people, because it is
the foundation of our eivilisation.

Mr. Dewar: You said it was the best.

Mr, GRAHAM: I say it is the best.

Mr. Dewars: It is free in Western Aus-
tralia.
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Mr. GRAHAM: It is only a point. I
remind the hon. member that money does
not make a thing the best. Here we have
an educational system of which we should
not be ashamed.

An Opposition Member: They appreci-
ate it more if they pay for it. e

Mr., GRAHAM: Of course.

I wish to refer to the remarks of the hon.
member who just resumed his seat on the
question of transport. In years gone by the
parents of the children who lived miles away
from school aceepted the responmsibility of
sending the children to school, and many of
them had to walk miles, and never missed a
day; other children whose parents were
better off had bicycles, horses, or sulkies and
horses provided for them. Today, because
the Government accept some responsibility
for transport, there are people who want to
capitalise on it; there are many people who
want to get more money out of the Govern-
ment. I believe there is a limit to how
far they can go. The Government have done
very well to provide the services in existence
to enable children to attend school. Then,
by passing a qualifying examination, they can
take a secondary education and then to the
university standard. TIn addition, the Govern-
ment provide scholarships and fellowships, so
that irrespective of a child’s parentage, rich
or poor, our system enables him to reach
the top if he has the ability to pass qualifying
examinations.

Mr. Sparkes: Do you
scholarship system?

Mr., GRAHAM: Of course I do. It has
justified itself in this State and we are doing
the right thing by retaining it. The Labour
Party has been in power in this State for
many vears and has proved conclusively that
it ig intcrested in the education of our people,
that it does realise that education is the
foundation of our existence. The Minister
and his officers have nothing to be ashamed
of in the work they have done and are
doing,

Mention has been made of the fact that
we are not attracting new teachers to the ser-
vice. One does not need a particularly bright
intellect to realise that one of the greatest
reasons why we are having difficulties in
staffing our schools is the repeated attacks
being made on our staffs by private cnter-
prise, which by dangling tasty plums before
them entice our teachers from the service.
We admit that there are some disadvantages
in the department, one of them being the
fact that a teacher may be stationed out in
the country in charge of a one-teacher school.
Many of those people who, under normal
circumstances, would enter the profession are
being attracted by private enterprise, by the
hanks and commercial houses.

The hon. member who has just resumed his
seat tried to compare the salaries paid to
teachers with the remuneration paid to a
man engaged in the sugar industry. There
is no analogy between the two. The teacher
has seeurity of employment and he receives
a salary for 52 weeks of the year, while the

believe in the
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man engaged in the sugar industry is lucky
if he gets 14 weeks’ work in a year. After
that, what does he do? Thousands of men
are leaving the sugar industry because of
insecurity of employment. The Government
cannot be blamed because we are having
difficulty in staffing our schools. The depart-
ment is doing everything possible within its
means to encourage young people to join the
service.

Another important point is that the
environment in which our people are being
reared is not conducive to their entering the
teaching profession. School-teaching is a
profession, not an occupation, but there are
still many who enter it today and endeavour
to make an occupation of it.

Mr, Morris: T do not agree.

. Mr. GRAHAM: There are many misfits
in the department.

Mr. Morris: Your colleague said there
are fewer today than there have ever been,

Mr, GRAHAM: I am not concerned
about what my colleague said; I am giving
my opinion. I say that there are a number
of misfits in the department today but they
are people who accept their employment in
the educational service purely as an oceupa-
tion. In years gome by—and it applies to
some extent today—the men and women who
Jjoined the service were imbued with the idea
of taking up teaching as a profession, and
unless they approach the problems of educa-
tion from a professional point of view they
will be misfits in the department. There are
many in the department who eould be put in
that class. They are the people who are
trying to bring about trouble in the depart-
ment and who are continually ecomplaining
about conditions.

Mr. Morris: That is an unfair attack on
teachers.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is not. I say that the
majority are honourable, upright professional
men and women who devote their lives to the
welfare of our ehildren. I am pointing to the
few within the department, because 1 know
of them and so does the hon. member. They
are continnally finding fault and trying to
drive the union to foree the Government to
do this and that. If one looks through the
numbers of teachers within the department
one will find that 95 or 99 per eent. of them
are of the right type, the real professional
men and women who make teaching a pro-
fession and who are doing an exceedingly
good job. Compare the standard of eduea-
tion in Queensland with the standard of 30
cr 40 years ago and one must admit that
the standard today is higher than it was in
those days. But we have not yet reached
the peak of our attainments, because as addi-
tional facilities are provided so every child
will have the opportunity to do greater
things. It is the responsibility of the
Government to provide those facilities in
order that our children will have the oppor-
funity to gain much that has been lost
because of the existence of one-teacher
schools. T am in agreement with the remarks
of other speakers about the development of
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area schools, which would overeome many of
our problems and do away with a lot of the
discontent that exists amongst teachers. If
area schools ean be developed—and I know
it is a problem—it would be for the better-
ment of education generally.

Much has been said about accommodation
and despite the problems the Government
have had to contend with there are few areas
that have cause for justifiable complaints in
regard to aceommodation. Many of our
schools are perhaps overerowded but in a
country with a climate like Queensland many
of our children could be as well educated in
the open air as in closed rooms.

Mr. Sparkes: How would you like to be
out in the open air with a temperature of 114
in the shade?

Mr. GRAHAM: I am not suggesting
that nor would I say that children should
be taken out in cold climates but there are
areas where education outside would be all
right., From my own knowledge of the
accommodation question the department has
met the position to the best of its ability,
and it has to be realised that every request
put forward for inecreased accommodation
cannot be met overnight. Many faectors have
to be considered before these problems can
be solved satisfactorily. I think that the
Department of Public Works, under the
direetion of the Department of Public
Instruction, has met most of the requests
made for the building of sehool rooms.

In our comsideration of these Estimates we
must give the Secretary for Public Instrue-
tion credit for his careful handling of his
department; to the Director-General and the
whole of the teaching staff also we must give
credit. And a section of the community to
whom great credit is due is the sechool com-
mittees that are operating throughout the
State. Some of them are known as school
committees and some ag citizens and pa.rent_s’
committees. All those people are working in
the interests of the schools and are perform-
ing a very worthy service.

Mr. Sparkes: Why do you not tell that
to some of your people?

Mr. GRAHAM: Why should I have to
tell it to some of my people? I will stake my
reputation that more people connected with
the Labour Party are associated with sehool
and citizens and parents’ committees than
those belonging to the hon. member’s organi-
sation, These school committees are oper-
ating throughout Queensland and they are
doing an excellent job. TIowever, there is
much room for improvement in that many
more parents should take an active interest in
the educational welfare of their children. I
know that during the many years I was
associated with school committees in Mackay,
there were hundreds of parents who never
came inside the sehool gates and who showed
no interest at all in the sehool lives of their
children. All the work was left to the few
who were prepared to devote their time and
energv to raising funds for providing ameni-
ties for the children.
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In conclusion, I say that ecredit must be
given not only to the Minister but to the
Director-General and his staff and to every
member of the teaching serviece throughout
Queensland, and to the school committees,
who have done a magnificent job in helping
to provide amenities for the schools and
making the school-life of the child much more
pleasant than it would otherwise be. If we
continue to raise and develop the edueational
standard of Queensland as we have done over
the last 25 or 30 years, we shall be doing
only what is expeected of us and discharging
our trust for the people of this State. No
Government would be worthy of their hire if
they did not continue to improve the educa-
tional facilities that are the right of every
parent and every child of this State.

Mr., LUCKINS (Norman) (8.23 p.m.):
During the many years that I have been a
member of this Assembly I have seen many
Ministers of this department come and go.
The present Minister, however, has shown
a certain amount of enthusiasm for his job.

A good deal has been said today about the
depletion of our teaching staff as the result
of resignations and such things as marriage,
but one of the main caunses of our troubles—
and I have said this on many previous oecea-
sions—is that this Government have always
been a low-wage CGovernment, When I say
that, I am blaming not the various Ministers,
but the policy of this Government. Many
brilliant young men and women have taken
up the teaching profession only to find that
their salaries were not sufficient to meet their
commitments and leave them with a little to
put by for the time in their lives that means
so much to them. The result is that they
are attracted outside the teaching service. T
know one young man in particular who said to
me, ‘‘I am sorry. I like the profession of
teaching, it is a very fine profession and I
should like to attach myself to it for the
rest of my life. However, I cannot stay in
it because the wages and eonditions are mnot
satisfactory. I have been offered an attrac-
tive job outside with more money and in an
attractive place where I ean enjoy all the
amenities of life.”> The result is that the
department loses the services of young people
such as that, and it is a good deal poorer
as the result. Whether in private enterprise
or in Government departments, if you want
to maintain a_high standard you must pick
your man and pay him properly. If the
department will revise its standards of pay-
ments it will be able to attract to its teach-
ing service the young men and women it
requires.

One thing that concerns me and I think
every other hon. member is the neglect of
the cultural side of our education. The
Director-General is a man of high qualifica-
tions and one must speak well of his ability
and his capacity to direct the education system
in Queensland. However, I am sorry to say
that I believe the cultural standard of edueca-
tion has been neglected and I ask the Minis-
ter and the Government party generally to
carry out the promise of a previous Minister
and Governments for many years, to build a
Conservatorium of Musie in this State. I
suppose that this matter will be paraded by
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the Government party for electioneering pur-
poses in the near future and that again it
will be made a political football but I am
prepared to support this proposal against all
others in the interests of the community
and the children generally.

I am not complaining about the standard
of education in general—I believe it is fairly
good. I am satisfied that the men respon-
sible for our system of eduecation are well
qualified to attend to it and I specially pay
a tribute to the young ladies who formulated
the syllabus for the kindergartens. If my
memory serves me correctly, one of the lasses
came from my own home town. I hope that
the department will at least ackmnowledge
publicly what these ladies have dome in for-
mulating the syllabus now used in the kinder-
garten classes in this State.

I did not intend to speak at length on this
vote. I shall have opportunities for eon-
structive criticism when the votes for the
various sub-departments are under comnsidera-
tion. I am nof in a ecritical mood tonight
but rather am I out to help the Minister. I
said before that I had seen five Ministers in
this department pass through this Assembly
since I have been here. I am not going to
say who has been the best but if enthusiasm
and the desire to help the boys and girls
count for anything, the present Minister will
go a long way towards having his name
remembered for his work for the welfare and
interests of the younger generation. Owing
to peeuliar cireumstances over which I had
no control, during the redistribution of the
electoral boundaries on the last oececasion I
have only one school in my large electorate.
For many years I asked for the establish-
ment of a domestic science and manual train-
ing classes at the East Brisbane State School.
I am not going to blame the Director-General
of Education or any of the officials of the
Department for the fact that although I have
asked for these classes for two or three years
or more they have not been granted. When
the last redistribution of boundaries took
place this sechool was taken out of my area
and put into the electorate of South Brisbane
and no time was lost before the new
domestic-science hall was built and opened
with a blare of trumpets. You would think
that it was the man of the hour who was
interested in domestic science and manual
training at the East Brisbane school. I
had oceasion to complain in this Assembly
that because the people of Maree elected me
in preference to a Labour man that school
was neglected. I still say that up to the
time I ceased to be the representative of
that area it was neglected. I am sorry to
admit that because the people in that area
had elected me as their representative in
preference to a Labour man they were denied
these privileges for a number of years. I
am pleased that the people now have those
facilities and I desire to thank the Minister
and the Director-General for creating them
for they will be a Godsend and a blessing to
the girls and boys who now receive the benefit
of them.

I want to make one or two suggestions for
the better working of the department. We
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are slaves to tradition in our education sys-
tem. We have men inspectors. Why not
appoint one or two of out brilliant women
who have attained to the highest posts in the
department to give special attention to girls’
schools, kindergarten and infant schools? I
liope my suggestion will receive the con-
sideration of the Minister and that he will
appoint some lady inspectors and break
from the old tradition that men are the best
fitted for inspectorial work. It has been
said that when you educate a man you edu-
cate an individual but when you educate a
woman you edueate a mnation. There is a
great deal of substance in that saying
because in the main women have the welfare
of our children at heart and are a great help
to the school teachers and by forming the
minds of little ones and helping them in their
lessons and homework in no small measure
Lelp us to attain the standard of efficiency
we have attained today. I pay tribute to
the mother more so than the father, because
the mother has a greater influence on the
home life of the child. The mother is a
hard-working, industrious womaT; she is an
underpaid and an under-privileged type of
citizen, yet is the mother of our nation.

I hope that the Minister and the Director-
General will so arrange the curriculum that
the cultural side of the children’s lives will
not be neglected. I refer particularly to the
classics and all those things that go to make
the lives of our school children very beautiful
and interesting. I am amazed sometimes
when I listen to our wireless. It is very
unfortunate that the censorship of our wire-
less stations does not prohibit those rumpus-
room clubs and similar things that are broad-
cast on Sunday afternoons where the children
are brought together and sing such items as
¢“Abba-dabba Homeymoon’’ and such rotten
importations from America whose educa-
tional, classical and musieal ‘standards will
never compare with British or European stan-
dards. I refer to the classical side of music,
partieularly such old masters as Tchaikovsky,
and those from southern Hurope and Ger-
many. Go to France and similar places and
you are able to listen to the music of the
giants instead of the trash that we hear. I
helieve the original of this trash was intro-
duced to America by the negroes in the slave
days. Nothing is more depressing to an adult
than to find children singing the songs that
ave nothing more than the sexual filth that
comes out of America. ¢‘Slipping Round’’
is a song that should be excluded from any
decent home. ILet us have instead the poems
of Burns, who portrayed the beautiful home-
life and character of the Scottish people. Let
us have the poems of Thomas Moore, of
Ireland. That is a type of culture our schools
are badly in need of. We have the English
classics also and the English poems, but it is
te Robert Burns that I pay the greatest
tribute of all, because he was mnever in a
university. As Oliver Wendell Holmes said—

‘‘He has gone to a higher glory;
He left this land its sweetest songs,
The earth its saddest story.”’

Anybody who knows the life of Robert Burns
will realise the great handicaps that Burns
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suffered by mnot being able to mix with
society, nevertheless he gave us some of the
most beautiful songs that we have today.

I want the Minister and the Director-
General of Education to try to bring into
our system of education some of the
beautiful stories and poems and some of the
great musiec of the old masters. I include
English, Secoteh, Irish, and I am not for-
getting the Welsh, because I understand the
Director-General who has made his way to
the highest office in his department is a
Welshman, and from Wales we get the
beautiful earols.

I will leave hon. members with those few
impressions. I wish the Minister well. In
the words of Charlotte Bronte—

““May his footsteps be guided with special

care,

And his future crowned with suceess.”’
I should like to give hon. members some
proverbs of China if I had the time. I spent
a number of years in that eountry, where
the educational level of the people was
terrible beyond belief. It was a relie of
the dark ages. Nevertheless their lack of
education has not been such a great handicap.
I have seen in this country foreigners who
could neither read mnor write English, but
who were able to cope with anyone who tried
to put anything over them in deals involving
money. One of the Chinese proverbs to
which I referred a moment ago could be
followed with advantage by those who are
in diffieulty and who hold offices charged
with high responsibility. It is—

¢“Walk softly and go far.”’

Mr. BROSNAN (Fortitude Valley) (8.41
pm.): The hon. member who has just
resumed his seat has taken us on a veritable
Cook’s tour. He has taken us through the
classics, we have been hepped with jive, and
solaced with Confueius. I am sorry that
he eould mot get on to his pet subject, the
railway ecrossing at Woolloongabba.

1 feel confident that the hon. member could
overcome many of the problems he mentions
in connection with listeners’ programmes if
he would only aceept the adviee offered from
this side and tune into 4KQ. Not only that,
but his edueation would be advanced con-
siderably. (Opposition interjections.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. BROSNAN: They do not worry me,
Mr. Farrell. As the hon. member for Car-
pentaria said, we can get round the paddock
with the bulls and heifers, just as well as
the hon, member for Aubigny can, and we
do not need any stockwhip or horse.

The vote before the Committee is one of
immense importance. The value and advan-
tages of edueation are evidenced on all sides.
One does not need to be clairvoyant to
appreciate and realise what advantages
acerue from education; one does not need to
be very observant to see what our education
system has meant to the people of Queens-
land. Before proceeding to deal with it, T
should like to pay tribute to the Ministers
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who have controlled this department, to the
present Minister in particular, because he
has shown a great deal of ability and has
made himself conversant with all facets of
it, No doubt he will agree with me that
his Director-General, Mr. Lew Edwards, has
been a very co-operative and loyal officer and
h‘f ti‘fn turn has had a very loyal and helpful
staff,

We are fortunate in having the staff we
have at the head of our Department of Public
Instruction and I think the hon. member for
North Toowoomba described the position
aptly this morning when he said that the
product was proof of the efficiency of our
system of public instruetion. I believe that
the produet is worthy of produetion, that our
system has stood the test of time, that it is
being improved and will, by evolutionary
processes, continue to be improved, and we
shall not be stampeded, as hon. members
opposite would like us to be.

Speaking of the produet of the system, my
thoughts turn immediately to technical educa-
tion, the product of which in Queensland is
equal to any in Australia or for that matter,
now that we are having a number of trades.
men coming from overseas,
have seen from overseas, and I have seen
many of them in my position as organiser
of the Electrical Trades Union before enter-
ing this Parliament.

The Apprenticeship Executive and Com-
mittees and the office that administers that
section are worthy of consideration and
recognition. Possibly hon. members are con-
versant with the set-up but I think it would
not be inopportune to record and make
referepee to it. As this Committee knows,
there is a chairman who is also the chairman
of the group committees, some 26 in number.
The blgger‘groups are the building trades,
the engineering and electrical groups, and the
employer and the employee have equal repre-
sentation on these committees of which the
permanent head in the office is chairman.
These group committees determine the cur-
ricula that apprentices will. take in their
technical courses. The committees examine
the papers set at the end of each year and
the final year and have the opportunity of
altering, amending or referring back any-
thing they think is not part of the training
that the apprentice has had or is contrary to
the curricula laid down. It is important to
appreciate that at all times the employer
and the employee alike, through their repre-
sentatives, have not only access to the admin-
istrative side of the Apprentices and Minors’
Regulations but access to the college and the
apprentices. This is important, particularly
when we realise that in the Brisbane area
for the year ending 30 June some 1,147
apprentices were enrolled and indentured and
for the country 1,331, a total of 2,478.

It is interesting to note that a demand is
being made in Southern States through the
A.CT.U. for a better system of education for
apprentices in those States and it has been
suggested that the Queensland Aect and the
Queensland method of administering the
apprenticeship office should at least be taken
as the basis. I believe that the unions will
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not be satisfied with anything less; it would
be very satisfied with that system if it could
get it, even if it does not get anything more.
I do not think any more is necessary because
in addition to the manual colleges we have
in Queensland, we have an excellent corres-
pondence system and it is not until one gets
into country areas—and country members
should know this——that one realises to the full
just what these correspondence courses mean.
I want to mention and emphatically draw the
attention of hon. members to this point: that
the techniecal education of apprentices is
designed to help them to know and under-
stand why they are performing their respec-
tive tasks at the trades they are learning.
Sinee I became a member of this Chamber
I have heard hon. members opposite slang-
wanging the technical-edueation system
because of some shortcomings in apprentiees.
It is the employer’s job to teach the appren-
tice his trade and that fact should not be
forgotten. We must not get away from the
fact that it is the employer’s job to teach the
apprentice his trade. The apprentice is
indentured and the indenture is legally bind-
ing on the employer, the apprentice, and the
guardian.

All the protection that the employer needs:
is in the indenture, but some employers,
merely becanse the apprentice has to go to
college in the day-time, say to him, ‘‘That
is where you learn the trade. They will
teach you down there,”’’ and they would be
prepared to use him merely to boil the billy
if it were not for the faet that they were
kept up to serateh by the industrial imspee-
tors and the union organisers, That -is
not true of all employers, but unfortunately
it is true of some of them. That is why I
emphasise the necessity for employers to
realise and diseharge their responsibilities to
apprentices.

The technical training that apprentices
receive is second to nome in the Common-
wealth of Awustralia, and a tribute must be
paid to the teachers, both full-time and part-
time. Omne of the unfortunate shortcomings
of group apprenticeship ecommittees is that
with the exception of once a year, they ecome
into contact omnly with delinquent appren-
tices, to the extent that each month they
deal mainly with apprentices who have
either failed in their examinations or who are
not up to the mark in their attendance,
behaviour, or diligenee at their classes. At
the end of each year, however, the opportu-
nity is offered to inspeet the work that is
done by the apprentices at the Central Tech-
nical College. That opportunity is offered
also to members of this Assembly, and last
year particularly I mnoticed how few hon.
members availed themselves of it. Appren-
tiees gemerally do their work well and pay
strict attention to their instruetors, but
there always will be a percentage of ladg
who do not come up to serateh and conse-
quently have to be dealt with. In aeccord-
ance with the regulations, the committees are
empowered to withhold inereases in the wages
of apprentices. At one time they could
punish them by withholding increases alto-
gether, but now if an inerease is withheld
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and the lad makes good, the money that he
would have received as the result of the
increase is held in trust, and the committee
can order the payment of it to the appren-
tiee, so that in effect he loses nothing in
the long run if he plays the game.

The work that is done by the welfare
officer at the Apprenticeship Office is, I feel
quite sure, neither realised, appreeciated, nor
recognised. He does a good deal of work
either at the behest of the chairman or as
the result of complaints by employers or as
a result of a check of college records, which
unfortunately, because of pressure of work he
very seldom has the time to do. He spends a
good deal of time in seeing the apprentice at
his actual place of employment, conversing
with him and his employer and in ironing out
any troubles that arise. The value of this
work cannot be underestimated and, as I said,
I do not believe that it is either realised or
appreciated. Only this morning I heard the
manager of a firm complimenting the present
welfare offieer for a job that he did last
Thursday. Apparently the apprentice in
question was mnot doing all that he might
have done in the matter of attendance at
college or in connection with his studies, and
matters had reached such a state that he
felt that in returning to the college he would
not be acting correctly from the viewpoint
of his mates. He felt that he had played
up a little and that to return to the college
would be an indication of weakness. The
welfare officer got in touch with him, pointed
out the error of his ways, reminded him of
his obligations, then interveiewed his employer
and finally the employer and the apprentice
together. Now the lad is back at college
again, a happier lad with a full understand-
ing of the wrongs he had done. He has
returned in time to redeem himself, to earry
out his apprenticeship with good feeling all
round. That is very important. There is
no bitterness, no nastiness on the part of
either the employer to the apprentice or the
apprentice to the employer.

The welfare officer has more work than he
can cope with. There are 1,100-0dd appren-
tices in Brisbane and a percentage of them
need personal attention. I suggest to the
Minister in all seriousness that he consider
the appointment of another welfare officer
because two welfare officers attached to the
department would make all the difference.
They could to a large extent reduce the
delinquency that is ever present and always
will be, but which can be nipped in the bud,
if the lads are spoken to by men who are
positively adapted to their job. They per-
form a meritorious service unheralded and
unsuang.

I know it will be suggested that we should
do something about the country apprentices
but they have the benefit of all the help
of the industrial inspeetors. I know of no
more noble band in any section of the Public
Service than the industrial inspectors who
travel the vast areas of the State. I am sure
that the hon. member for Warrego, who like
myself has just left the industrial field, will
agree that the industrial inspectors do a
mighty job regardless of what field they
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operate in. The apprentices come under their
jurisdietion and they handle them well. The
industrial inspeetors are handling the
apprenticeship problems on behalf of the
Apprenticeship Committees in the ecountry
areas of the State. In Brisbane the 1,100-0dd
apprentices have the help and guidanee of one
welfare officer, and could well do with
another.

T have touched only briefly on the subject
of the Apprentice Executive Office. Hon.
members should give some thought to the
inspection of the work of the apprentices this
year when it is set out at the Central Tech-
nical College. If they did that then they
would appreciate the value of the work.
They would understand what is being done
in the matter of technical education and what
is being done by the officers at the Appren-
ticeship Office. Then when the Estimates of
the department are submitted again next year
they would have a full realisation of tech-
nieal education and their eriticism would be
construetive rather than destruetive.

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS (Whitsunday)
(8.59 p.m.): When the Minister submitted his
Bstimates today he asked for counstructive
criticism, and that is as it should be, but
it is to be hoped that the constructive criti-
cism he is getting will not be like water
on a duek’s back,

There is not the slightest shadow of doubt
that constructive criticism has been offered
from this side of the Committee today in a
form that will help the Minister in the
administration of his department and it is
with this in view that I rise to participate
in the debate. The particular matter I wish
to speak on is the establishment of a
diploma ecourse in engineering, which was
briefly touehed on by the hon, member for
Cook. I was interested to hear the figures
quoted by the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley, who stated that there were 1,147
apprentiees in this eity and 1,331 in the
country. It should be the ambition of the
majority of these apprentices to go further
in their respective callings. A number of
apprentices in the ecity have that opportun-
ity, because of the facilities afforded at the
Central Technical College. The apprentices
in the country are very much at a disadvant-
age in that respect.

Mr. Devries: The percentage of passes
of boys in the ecountry is better than that
of the apprentices in the eity.

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: I would not
doubt that; I am firmly of the opinion that
the intelligent people come from the country.
The correspondence course available to the
people in the ecountry is a very diffieult one
for them to handle, especially when they have
no-one to eoach them. This is not a matter
that I am merely bringing up in this Com-
mittee, for I discussed it with the Minister
personally over 12 months ago, since when
we have carried the matter along a step
further by correspondence. We are endeav-
ouring to have a diploma eourse in engineer-
ing established in Mackay and distriet. I
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do not know whether such a course is avail-
able in Rockhampton or Townsville or any
other country centre, but it is with a view
of having this course instituted in country
centres that I am bringing the matter before
this Committee. In February last I wrote to
the Minister giving him the name of 10
apprentices who were prepared to take such
a diploma eourse and that was not the total
number available in the Mackay distriet. We
have eight sugar mills in the Mackay dis-
triet, apart from such engineering firms as
Walkers Ltd., C. A. Hodge, Dunn and Son,
and others. These 10 apprentices come from
the Pleystowe, Farleigh, Plane Creek, and
North Eton sugar mills, and I know that
many of the other mills are interested too.
T took this matter up with the Minister
and with the various sugar mills, as
they are particularly keen on having
this course established. The chamber of
manufactures in Mackay is also keenly
interested, as well as Sugar Research ILitd.,
which stated that in the very mear future
it would have a mnumber of highly-qualified
officers on its staff, and it was prepared to
make these officers available to the classes
for leeture purposes and the like if they
were required. So you can see that the dis-
triet as a whols is solidly behind this
proposal.

The position as it stands at the moment
is that if one of these lads does the diploma
course by correspondence he must spend the
last year in Brisbane. We have heard much
about the drift to the ecity. Will not a
system that compels a youth to spend the last
year of training in Brisbane aceentuate that
drift to the eity? By the time he is ready
to do the last year the youth lis possibly
approaching his early twenties, and if he
spends 12 months down here it will be hard
to get him back to the country. The present
system of correspondence, which forces these
lads to come to the eity for the last 12 months’
training, is denuding the country of gkilled
qualified men.

The letter I wrote on the matter was
dated 16 February, 1941, and on 29 March I
received a reply from the Minister in which
he said he was having the matter investigated
and that he had put questions on the matter
to the prineipal of the Mackay Technical
College. That indicated fo ‘me ‘that the
Minister appeared to be keen to do some-
thing along the lines I suggested. I was
quite buoyed up with the idea that this
might come about, but on 15 May I received
the following letter from the Aecting Secre-
tary for Public Instruetion:—

¢¢With further reference to your inquiries
in the matter, I desire to inform you that
the fullest inquiries have been made in
regard to the possibility of commenecing
oral Diploma Courses at Mackay Technical
College.

¢‘In order to commenece such classes, even
for the first two years of the course, it
would be necessary to provide well-equipped
drawing rooms. The present acecommoda-
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tion is scarcely adequate for the existing
apprentice classes and every effort is being
made to extend the present facilities.’’

(Government interjections.)

For the benefit of those ignorant members
who do not understand, the apprentice must
attend at least two or three nights a week.
That is the normal apprenticeship eclass; it
has nothing to do with the diploma course in
engineering.

The letter continues:—

¢¢Moreover, the number of students offer-
ing is so small that it is extremely doubtful
if a standard-size class could be formed
for any one stage.’’

I had 10 names and there was a further
number, which would have made the number
up to 16, or 18 or 20. Even if it was a
small number, would it not have been pos-
sible to organise a similar thing in Rock-
hampton, Maeckay and Townsville? With the
advent of plane travel that we have now the
tutors could quite easily travel from one town
to the other during each week and pass on
their valuable knowledge to those f{young
people. They say further that there was no
room and they would have to provide well-
equipped drawing rooms and that the eollege
was not big enough. It is a erying shame
if that is so. I do not know of any outside
enquiries that were made. There are various
halls and perhaps other places that could
be used for a purpose such as this.

Too little consideraton has been given to
the formation of diploma eclasses in the
country and I beseech the Minister and his
Cabinet to go further into this question of
helping those apprentices who are desirous
of going further in their trades. It would
add to the prestige of the State as a whole
if we could produce a greater number of
qualified men than we have now, and I repeat
that it would be another eheck to this drift
to the city, besides encouraging the further
decentralisation of those industries that
urgently need qualified men.

Progress reported.
The House adjourned at 9.13 p.m.





