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THURSDAY, 2 NOVEMBER, 1950. 

:VIr. SPEAKER (Hon. J. H. Mann, Bris­
kme) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

CAi'<E ASS!GNMEK'l'S OF Ex-SERVICE SE1"l'LERS. 

~Ir. PIZZEY (Isis) asked the Secretary 
for Agriculture and Stock-

'' As sugar growers in the Isis district 
''"ho are not ex-servicemen have had 
increases to 50 acres in gross assignments, 
will he kindly give favourable consider­
~ttion to increasing assignments of soldier 
settlers in that district from 44 to 50 
acres~'' 

Hon. H. II. COLLINS (Tablelands) 
replied-

'' It might be assumed from this ques­
tion that ex-servicemen were giYen less 
favourable treatment than other sugar 
growers in the allotting of cane assign­
mcnts. Such an assumption would be 
incorrect. Applications for assignments by 
ex-~er>ticemen under the War Service 
(Sugar Industry) Land Settlement Act 
were submitted to the Central Sugar Cane 
Prices Boan1 by the Land Administration 
Board. The Land Administration Board 
reported to the Central Board on the suit­
ability and fertility of the lands proposed 
for assignment, and on this information 
the Central Board granted sufficient area 
to produce a farm peak as laid down for 
the particular mill area by the Royal Com­
mission on Soldier Settlement of Sugar 
~~and_s. In the case of civilian applicants 
for me1·eased and new assignments the 
~'entral B?ard granted an acreage ~vhich 
It was estuna ted would give a farm peak 
equal to that granted to an ex-serviceman.'' 

Mr. PIZZEY (Isis) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands and Irrigation-

'' 1. \Vhat was the minimum number of 
Px-servicemen settlers recommended by the 
Hoyal Commission on Soldier Settlement 
on sugar lands! 

'' 2. How m:mv have been allocated 
farms to 1late ~nder the provisions of 
The War Service (Sugar Industry) Land 
Settlement Act of 1946 ~ 

'' 3. \Vhen is it anticipated that the 
minimum nu'llber recommended bv the 
Ho;val Commission in question will be 
nlloc~tec1 P 

'' 4. Of the 27 recommended for tho 
Tsis district, how many allocations lwve 
l1ePn made to date? 

'' 5. When wiJl the next ballot for the 
X orth Isis cane lands be held F'' 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Belyando) replied­
" 1. 344. 

'' 2. Blocks ballotted among approved 
landless applicants and assignments granted, 

103; new assignments gi·anted to approved 
applicants who owned land, 105; increased 
ass-ignments granted to approved appli­
cants, 113; number of applicants who held 
ttssignments and farm peaks only increased, 
16; total 337. 

'' 3. By 12 December, 1950. 

'' 4. Seventeen (9 blocks ballotted 
amongst landless applicants, 6 new assign­
ments granted to landholders, and 2 
increased assignments granted. 

'' 5. It is anticipated that a ballot for 
one block will be held during December. 
EleYen further blocks have been surveyed 
and are now being developed for settle­
ment. They will be made available for 
ballot on completion of the clearing and 
ripping operations.'' 

Enuc.~TIOK-AuxrLIARY CosTs AND 

DOXATIOxS. 

.i\Ir. lUOURIS (Mt. Coot-tha) asked the 
Scnetar:y for Public Instruction-

'' 1. What are the details of auxiliary 
c·osts shmn1 on page 16, Table 5.6 of the 
:11munl report-( a) Scholarships and 
lmrsari0s to schools (secondary), 
£105,513 18s. 3d.; (b) Grants to kinder­
garten unions, £3,900 ? 

'' 2. What are the details of the receipts 
in Table 5.0 (Hcvenue), as shown under 
'Other Contributions, donations, &c., 
£3,309 7s. 2d."'' '' 

Hon. G. JI. DEVRIES (Gregory) 
replied-

" 1. (a) The amount of £105,513 18s. 3d., 
under the heading ' Scholarships and 
Bursaries to Schools (Secondary)' is made 
np as follo,vs :-(i.) Fees. paid to non-Sta:te 
schools for tuition of pupils who have satis­
fied the requirements of the State Scho~~r­
ship Examination, £79,181 16s. 6d.; (n.) 
Allowances paid to Scholarship holders the 
income of whose parents does not exceed the 
basic wage or £60 per annum ~.~r each 
dependent child, £25,745 7s. 8d.; (m.) Co.st 
of supplying text-books to Scholar~hip 
holders in (ii.) above, £70 1s. 7d.; (Iv.) 
Cost of paying examin~tioJ?- fees for the 
,Tnnior and Senior Exammatwns on account 
of students mentioned in (ii.) above, 
£516 12s. 6d.; total, £105,513 18s. 3d. (b) 
£3 900 was granted to the Creche and 
Ki~Idergarten Association of Qu~enslaml 
during the financial year 1949-19t>O. 

'' 2. The amount of £3,309 7s. 2d. is made 
up of various refunds of expenditure: 
These would consist mainly of refunds of 
salary, payments for services p~rformed, 
and proceeds @f sales of n:atenals pl_ll'­
chased in respect of prevrous finar;cial 
years. ' Also included are amount~ received 
for adYertising in 'The Eclnca~wn Office 
Gazette.' The amounts were paid ~o Con­
solidated R~yenue in accordance With. the 
usual practicG as approved by the Auditor­
General.'' 
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BUXYA MOVN1'A!NS NA'L'!ONAL PARK. 

~rr. BJELKE-PE'fERSEN (Baramba.h l 
asked the Secretary for Public Lands ana 
irrigation- · 

'' 1. 'What is the total area of the 
Hational park at Bunya Mountain~? 

"2. What is the total length of (a) 
roads and (b) paths constructed to date? 

'' 3. ~What was the total expenditure to 
:lO Jm1e, 1950, on development of the park 
'1 s a tourist resort~ '' 

Hon. T. A. FOLKI (Belyando) replied­
'' 1. 22,706 acreR. 

'' 2. (a) No roarls eonstruded, but about 
9 miles of existing roads maintained and 
improved. (b) 12 miles 16 chains of graderl 
track constructed and maintained. 

"3. From 1937-1938 to 1949-1950 
inclusive, the sum of £12,214 has bee1; 
spent in location, survey, construction. 
ma~ntenance, and improvement of tracks, 
mamtenance of road, camp ground improve­
ments, fencing, provision of direction signs, 
fin" protection, erection of headquarters, 
and general expenses.'' 

PAINTii'IG 01" RAILWAY Bl!ILDIXGS. 

iiir. LOW (Cooroora) asked the Minister 
t'0r Transport-

'' In view of the serious rleteriorn­
tion and shabby appearance of many rail­
way buildings, including residence~, will 
he kindly advise-

'' 1. The number of painters employed by 
the department at painting buildings at 
3_0 June, 1949, and 30 .Tune, 1950, respec­
tively? 

'' 2. The cost of painting railway build­
ings for the year ended 30 June, 1950? 

'' 3. What is the cause of the present 
Jag; 

'' -i. What ~ction, if any, is contemplated 
i o step up this work and thus improve the 
g0!w :al ~ppearance of railway properties?'' 

Hon. .J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

" I. 30 June, 1949, 58; 30 June, 1950, 
68. 

'' 2. £43,300. This does not include cost 
of painting new buildings erected during 
year. 

'' 3. Shortage of tradesmen and material 
during the war and subseqnent years. 

'' 4. Endeavours have been made to over­
take the painting lag by increasing the 
painting staff. Although there has been a 
slight increase it has not been possible to 
obtain sufficient tradesmen. Inquiries are 
.nlready in train with a view to letting 
~ontracts for the painting of buildings in 
niier to relieve the position. '' 

PREFABRICATED HOMES j HoUSING OF 
FOREIG:\' TRADESMEN. 

3Ir. PIE (Kedron) asked the Secretary 
for Public Works, Housing and Local Gov­
ernn1ent-

" \Yill he ndYise the House as to the 
number of tradesmen coming to Queensland 
from foreign countries to erect prefabri­
cateu homes, what are their particular 
trades, how man:v of them are accompanied 
by their families, and how it is ]'rO!JOsui 
to house them?'' 

Hon. P. J. R. HILTON (Carnarvon) 
replied-

'' The number of tradesmen to be brought 
from overseas to erect prefabricated houses 
is solely a matter for the contractors and 
the Commonwealth Department of Migra­
tion. Details are not available at present. 
Accommodation for the employees will, in 
the first instance, be provided in barracks 
SU!Jplied by the contractors, and thereafter 
one house in each four completed at the 
project will be allotted to married 
employees, as provided in the contract.'' 

ALTERATIONS IN "HANSARD." 

lUr. SPEAKER: Before proceeding with 
questions I would chaw the attention of hot,L 
members to a Press statement m today~ s 
''Courier-Mail'' on a matter of questions, 
ll'hich was raised a day or t.>·o ago by the 
hon. member for Kedron. I personally 
believe that the recent visit of the hon. mem­
ber for Kedron to Westminster was not long 
enough to enable him to obtain a complete 
knowledge of the rulings, if any, upon the 
subject of qnestiom without notice. However, 
I wish to say that I quite agree with the 
hon. member· for Kedron that no Speaker 
of a British democracy-in which I hope 
Queensland is included___:would have the teme­
rity to rule, or be foolish enough to say, that 
an answer giveu to any queMtion asked in the 
House could be altered ''to suit a Minister 
o1· to eonvpv an entirely different meaning.'' 
T remind the hon. niember of something 
about which he appears to be ignorant but 
c.hould knon·-that an hon. member is not 
entitled to sav outside this House something 
which if said within the Honse would be a 
reflection upon the Chair and an abuse of 
privilege. That should be apparent to the 
merest novice in politics. 

Government Members: Hear, hear! 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE. 

SALE OF STATE HOUSES. 

Mr. MOORES (Kurilpa), without notice, 
asked the Secretary for Public Works, Hous­
ing, and Local Government-

" Has the Minister observed a state­
ment in today's 'Courier-Mail' made by 
Mr. McColm, Liberal member for Bowman 
in the Federal Parliament, which reads-

'Mr McColm (Lib., Qld.) said that 
in Queensland the policy of the State 
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Government was that in no circumstances 
would a house built by the Housing 
Commission be sold to the tenant.' 
Will he advise the House if this informa­

tion is correcU 

Hon. P. J. R. HILTON (Carnarvon) 
replied-

'' I llave read with amazement the state­
ment referred to. It is completely false 
and is typical of the untruths uttered 
against Queensland bv members of the 
Liberal Party. • 

''Houses erected by the Queensland 
Housing Commission are available for sale 
under very liberal terms. During the past 
six months approximately 711 houses have 
been sold to tenants and other purchasers. 
Priority of purchase is given to the tenants 
of Commission houses. 

"I can only form the opmwn that Mr. 
McColm is very ill-informed on this 
important matter or that he has, for poli­
tical reasons, misrepresented the position.'' 

..llr. PIE: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point 
of order. I should like to know whether, 
in your opinion, that was a legitimate ques­
tion without notice, and whether the Minister 
answered it as though it were without notice. 

lUr. SPEAKER: Order! 

lUr. PIE: Flesh of one and fowl of 
another! 

llr. AIKENS: I desire to give notice 
that--

)lr. TURNER: I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hon. member for Kedron in order in 
saying, ''If it is flesh for one, it is fiHh for 
another~ ''. 

1Ur. SPEAKER: I did not hear the hon. 
member say that, but if he did-

:illr. PIE: I did not make that statement. 
I said, "Flesh of one and fowl of another." 
If it is a reflection on you, Mr. Speaker, I 
will withdraw it. 

PAPERS. 

The following paper was laid on the table, 
and order to be printed:-

Report of the Department of Agriculture 
and Stock for the year 1949-1950. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table:-

Order in Council under the Bureau of 
Industry Acts, 1932 to 1943, the Labour 
and Industry Act of 1946, and the State 
Development and Public Works Organi­
sation Acts, 1938 to 1949 (19 October). 

Order in Council under the Labour and 
Jndustr.v Act of 1946 (26 October). 

PORT DUES REVISION ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

Bill, on motion of Mr. Gair, read a third 
time. 

SUPPLY. 

COMMITTEE-FINANCIAL STATEMENT­

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Farrell, 
Maryborough, in the chair.) 

Debate resumed from 31 October (see 
p. 1009) on Mr. Gair 's motion-

'' That there be granted to His Majesty, 
for the service of the year 1950-51, a snm 
not exceeding £643 to defray the salary of 
the Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency the 
Governor.'' 

3Ir. MOORES (Kurilpa) (11.21 a.m.): 
The Budget is the measure of the Govern­
ment's activities for the previous year, 
together with a pre-view of those of the next 
12 months. The people of Queensland are 
indeed fortunate in having a Labour Govern­
ment administering the affairs of this State, 
particularly when that good fortune is meas­
ured in terms of the Budget as presented by 
the Treasurer and when it is remembered that 
financial management is the basis of good 
government. Good government has been 
described theoretically as the degree to which 
a Government secure with the minimum sacri­
fice the maximum satisfaction of human 
wants and the quality with which they per­
form that function. In practice, I should 
say that this resolves itself into these three 
things:-

(1) The maintenance of the law and good 
order within the community under its con­
trol; 

(2) the progressive development of the 
country; and 

( 3) the ultimate objective of the demo­
cratic concept-the greatest good for the 
greatest number. I submit, that on the basis 
outlined, the Budget demonstrates that a 
Labour Government are the best means of 
giving effect to the democratic desire of the 
community for a non-sectional all-embracing 
humanitarian policy. Unfortunately, Govern­
ments are being forced to restrict development 
and expansion by shortages of basic materials 
and technicians, together with rising costs. 

Let us for a few moments examine the 
remedies suggested by experts for lowering 
costs and increase production. They say:­
(1) ban the Communists from key industries; 
(2) re-value the £, and (3) aholish the 
40-hour week. 

In relation to the first I would say that 
this is a classic example of the childish and 
impructical thought process of the Liberal­
Country Party mind. Hitler selected for 
persecution Jew and Communist minorities as 
a distraction for the masses whilst he, 
financed by wealthy industrialists-the Ger­
man equivalent of the Australian Liberals­
successfully covered his political sins, and 
built the totalitarian state. And similarly in 
Australia the most sterile Government since 
the calamitous Bruce-Page Government seek 
to hide their political futilities behind such 
a shallow slogan as this. \Ve had rising 
prices, rising wages, and shortages for years 
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after the 1914-18 war, and no Communists to 
blame for an alleged brake on production. A 
similar set of conditions and circumstances 
exists today as existed then, the aftermath 
of a tremendous dislocation due to war and 
the consequent near-chaotic period of adjust­
ment. It is the natural sequence of events 
under our economic system :-war, prosperity, 
depression, recovery; war, prosperity, depres­
sion-on goes the cycle. It always will be 
thus while we perpetuate a system that 
permits the few to exploit the many with 
profits and wealth the goal of the few and 
economic insecurity the continual fear of the 
many. 

lUr. NICHOLSON: Mr. Fan· ell, I rise to 
a point of order. Is the hon. member in 
order in reading his speech~ 

A Government ])!ember: You didn't did 
youf 

The CHAIRJIA~: Order' 
JUr. Nicllolson: The Standing Orders do 

not permit an hon. member to read his 
speech. 

Thl' CHAIR3IAN: Tile re is no point of 
order. 

])Ir. ~icholson: But the hon. member is 
reading his speech. 

Tile CHAIRJUAN: Order! The hon. 
member for Kurilpa is not reading his speech. 
I have paid particular attention to him, and 
I have formed that opinion. Probably he is 
using copious notes. 

l\Ir. lliOORES: With regard to the 
second ground I quoted, the re-valuation of 
the £, even experts disagree with this course, 
more than they usually do. It is a supposedly 
intricate and complicated problem of a type 
that any ordinary individual exercising com­
mon sense would reduce to a simple matter. 
In this instance it could be easily solved if 
the Country Party would place first things 
first, that is, the economic welfare of the 
country, and their own interests second. 

As to (3) we had the same cry from the 
exploiting class when hours were reduced 
from 60 to 48 from 48 to 44 and from 44 
to 40-that it would be the ruination of the 
country. The remedy obviously lies in the 
full implementation of the Labour Party's 
policy; presumably the people of the country 
will continue to suffer while the opponents of 
Labour try to patch up a crumbling economic 
system. 

Let us examine the speeches of Opposition 
members. Most members must have been 
both pleased and relieved when it was 
leamed that the hon. member for Coorparoo 
was to lead the debate for the Opposition. 
Stripped of its obvious padding and denuded 
of its pretty phrases, his speech appeared 
superficially to be a well-reasoned analysis of 
the Treasurer's Statement, a welcome change 
from the previous monotonous tirade of exag­
geration and misrepresentation that we have 
heard from the leader of the Country Party. 
Unfortunately, the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition's remedy for inflation was this 

statesmanlike suggestion-that we reduce the 
number of Government employees. He had 
this brainwave at a time when the present 
Federal Government, after criticising the pre­
vious Federal Government for increasing the 
number of public servants by 24,000 and 
promising to reduce it, increase~ it by 4,500 
in the first seven months of this year. 

It was a pity then, that after listeni:rg to 
this well-prepared speech, we were subJected 
to another of the Opposition leader's dismal 
Jeremiah classics. He described it as a 
banshee budget full of wails. Maybe he got 
his inspiration from the ex-leader of the 
Liberals in this State, the Lord Mayor, >yhose 
budget was full of wailing and metaph?ncally 
gnashing of teeth, ?r perhaps. he got It fr~m 
a closer source his leader Ill the Fe dei al 
sphere, who w~iled_ contil:ually a~out his 
inability to meet his electwn promise com­
mitments. Having thus described tJ::e. Bud~et, 
however the Leader of the OppositiOn him­
self bea~n wailing about everything connected 
with the Budget, reserving his crescend? f~r 
the alleged evil of the 40-hour week, which ~s 
his explanation of the cause of our economic 
evils. 

The hon. member quoted figures in an 
attempt to prove his statement. He stated 
that in 1946-47 the expenditure was 
£15 140 000 and in 1948 it was £16,577,000, 
and he 'qualified that by stating that only the 
first effects of the 40-hour week would be tak­
ing effect then, because it did n_ot come :n 
until 1 January, 1948. The m crease Ill 
expenditure was £1,436,000. He iYent on ~o 
give us the figures for 194£-49, whPn he sard 
the full effect of the 40-hour week waR 
apparent. The expenditure was_ £19,161,00?. 
nn increase of £2,584,000, and m 1949-50 It; 
went to £21,623,000, an increase of 
£2 462 000. In 1950-51 it is expected the 
expenditure will be £23,995,560, an increRs~ 
of £2,372,650, and he askecl members to 
believe that the 40-hour week was the cause 
of the increased cost. 

If so how does the Leader of the OpJ?o­
sition ~xplain the following. figures, •yhich 
show progressive increases I~ expen_diture 
under Labour Governments urespective of 
the 40-hour week, Communists, or other 
excuse. The expenditure was as follows:-

£ 
1919-20 ll,266,909 
1929-31 12,591,201 

Increase 1,324,292 
1924-25 . . 14,880,288 
1925-26 . . 16,154,404 

Increase 1,274,111'5 
The three consecutive yt'ars 1937-38, 193~-39, 
and 1939-40 show an increase in expenditure 
of £17,568,223 to £19,316,32~, and fro;n that 
figure to £20,739,749, an 1nc:ease In one 
instance of £1,748,099, and m the other 
£1,423,427. I ask quite seriously: what do 
Opposition members wanU T_hey clamour _for 
increased expenditure to satisfy the desrres 
of their electorates, but when the Budget 
shows increased expenditure they growl 
and cry about the incrPasefl cost of the 40-
hour ,v'eek. With how many tongues do these 
people speak~ 
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The Leader of the Opposition states-
'' The root of the economic evils, the 

increasing costs, and under·production is 
the 40· hour week.'' 

Presumably he wants to return to the 44-
hour or th"e 48-hour IYeek. He says that this 
State is being ruined by socialistic schemes. 
His Deputy I,eader stresses-and this I 
emphasise as a classic-that the solution is 
to retrench in the Public Service, despite 
his political colleagues' failure in Canberra 
to do likewise. Mr. Menzies thinks he could 
raise production and decrease costs by ban­
ning the Communists. Mr. Fadden thinks this 
problem can be solved by his wool tax. There 
we have four different opinions from four 
alleged leaders of the latest political disunity, 
the Liberal-Country Party. 

Of the smaller fry in Opposition we have 
from the hon. member for Chermside a 
refreshing burst of political honesty. He 
went very close to making a liar or fool of 
the Leader of the Opposition. After his 
leader's Queensland-ruin song, we find the 
hon. member for Chermside stating-

'' There has been terrific industrial 
development in this State. Between 1946 
and 1949, factories increased by 1,138, the 
total expanding to 4,083 from 2,945.'' 

Remember, Mr. FarrelL that two years of 
that period 1\"ere under the 40-hour week. 

Of the other speeches, I have always felt 
that the depmtment that could or should pro­
iluce the best or most constructive discussion 
is that of Public Instruction, and because of 
that belief I regret that from the Opposi­
tion side, in one fiel<l where we coulrl expect 
something worth while, wo have bern treater1 
on two occasions to a Yie1vpoint highly 
coloured by a restricted personal experience, 
criticism based on material that was not in 
accordance with facts, and presented with a 
display of near-hysterical dramatics hardly in 
keeping with the high opinion in which the 
hon. member, at least, holds himself as an 
expert in this sphere. 

An(! now let me quote from the most 
recent speech of the hon. member for Isis. 
After referring to his Address in Reply 
speech he states-

'' The only reply from the Government 
side was a bitter personal attack on me 
by the hon. member for Kurilpa, who has 
never been a teacher in the real sense.'' 

I should imagine that the hon. member for 
Isis will be able to interpret thP phrase 
''a teacher in the real sense. '' He proceeds-

'' He was a manual training teacher at 
the South Brisbane School.'' 

He is referring to me, and the first mistake 
is that I was a manual training teacher at 
the West End School, and not the South 
Brisbane School. 

Then there is some childish reference to 
letters received from school teachers expres· 
sing agreement with much of what he said 
on the Address in Reply and an extract from 
the department's letter expressing regret at 
his resignation-a stereotyped letter that 
most teachers receive on leaving the depart­
ment. 

And finally-and I quote again-the hon. 
member said-

'' I lea\·e it to the Committee to judge 
wlwther I am an irresponsible and fTus­
tTated person.'' 

I Teferred pTeviously to the hon. member's 
,tatcment in regard to scholarship children 
and his \VOTds-'' driven hard,'' ''bellowed 
at,'' "'scolded,' j ''caned,'' ''detained,'' 
'' oveTloaded with homework,'' and ''cram­
med full with a host of useless facts,'' and 
I said that that was most exaggerated and 
irresponsible. I referred, of course, to his 
statement and not to the hon. member per­
sonally. 

In regard to frustration, I did say that 
the hon. member's speech indicated that he 
\Y:ts a frustrated teacher but I remind him 
of his introductory remarks in his Address 
in Reply speech, in which he said-

" Teachers ...... " 
and presumably he was 1ncluding himself­

'' aTe ill at ease, fTustrated, despairing, 
and looking for some inspiration from 
above.'' 

Tf he wants me to join issue on the ques­
tion of responsibility, let me prove how ir­
responsible some of his criticism was. The 
first thing any responsible member of this 
f'hambeT 1vould expect 1vould be tltnt a man 
presenting a case on a subject like eduea-
1 ion would be sure of his facts. I nsk 
members of this Committee to consider this 
ns a test of responsihility in debate. Speak­
ing of the conditions of training teachers 
he sflid-

'' Thcv h:1d the old Trades Hall at 
Turhot · Sh·ert. until they were relegated 
to a war·timc emergency building some­
ldtere in Victorb Park.'' 

Then followed an interjection and dialogue 
l•etn·een the Recrrtnry for ]\fines nn<l the 
hon. mcmbn. The · Sccretnry for Mines 
said-

'' That is not right. It is an excellent 
brick building.'' 

This is in reference to the alleged war-time 
cmergenc.'' building supposed to be housing 
trainee teachers somewhere in Victoria Park, 
and it was the basis of the hon. member's 
criticism of the Department of Public 
Instruction. 

The Secretary for ::\fines again inter­
jected, sa:·ing, in reply to a question lw the 
hon. member for Isis as to whether' the 
children were on their own or were there 
other children there-

'' On thPir 0\Yn. '' 
The hon. member for Isis then asked­

'' They have it all to themsch·es ~'' 
to which the Secretary for Mines snid-

' 'Yes, it has been there for a consider­
able time.'' 

The hon. member said-
" I am pleased to hear that-it fills a 

long-felt want.'' 
He then asked-

" It is now their training college?" 
to which the Minister replied-

"Yes." 



1028 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

The facts are that teachers were removed 
from their Training College in Turbot street 
on 2 February, 1942, and eight years later the 
hem. member, who represents himself as an 
authority, did not know where they were. 
After Monday, 2 February, 1942, the building 
was jointly occupied by the Intermediate 
School pupils and the Teachers' Training 
College until 12 December, 1947, when the 
College became the sole occupant. That means 
that the hon. member was wrong in stating 
that the teachers were in an emergency build­
ing somewhere in Victoria Park. He did not 
know the type of building housing the trainee­
teachers and he did not know exactly where 
it was until he was informed by the 
Minister. 

Before I leave this subject, I want to 
make some reference to the hon. member's 
sarcasm in suggesting that manual-training 
teachers are not teachers in the real sense. 
The implication was that a manual-training 
teacher was not competent to offer criticism 
of the hon. member's strictures on the 
Department of Public Instruction. I say 
thart; there should be no necessitv for a 
snob approach to manual-training ii1structors, 
After all, the greatest Teacher of all time was 
a carpenter, and from my experience of the 
manual-training instructors-and I know most 
of them personally-they would be as good 
as, or even better than the hon. member; 
at least they would not be driving or pushing 
children to gain the scholarship and pro­
motion, as hP admitted he did himself in 
his Address in Reply speech. 'l'he ability 
or capacity to criticise is not based on close 
contact or being an alleged expert, bl,!t on a 
common-sense assessment of information 
supplied from reliable sources. 

Obviously, the hon. member is not obtain­
ing his information from reliable sources. 
In short, Mr. Farrell, an allegedly respon­
sible member of Parliament. professing to be 
an authority on these subjects, does not even 
first check his material. He criticises 
teachers' training facilities. that do not exist, 
and suggests that anyone With eyes to observe 
and intelligence to dissect is not competent 
to criticise his speech or discuss education 
h( ea use such a man is not a teacher in the 
real sense. On that basis, I should say that 
the hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha can forget 
all his ambitions to be Secretary for Public 
Instruction in the ''April Fools' Day'' 
Cabinet published in the "Courier-Mail" 
prior to the last elections. During the life of 
this ParliamPnt he should remain silent or 
go out and get some t<>aching experienc8. 

.i\Iost members of this Assemuly, particu­
lnrly those of us experienced in public life, 
whether in local authorities or in this 
Assembly, must view with regret the deteriora­
tion in standards, moral values, and ethics 
of debate that has been demonstrated by 
some hon. members opposite in their Budget 
speeches. In a<il.dition to the hon. member 
for Isis, I refer to the hon. members for 
Whitsunday and Southport, and particularly 
to one who should 'be above that sort of 
tUng, the hon. member for Yeronga. 

Dealing first with the hon. member for 
Whitsunday, we had the degrading s~ectacle 
of a member of Parliament attemptmg by 
innuendo to besmirch the reputation of 
highly respected citizens with, in my opinion, 
the long view of furthering his own private 
lmsiness interests. 

Then we had a repetition of something 
on similar lines from the hon. member for 
Southport, who disregarded the rules of 
ethics and decency to such an extent that he 
quoted private letters, used misl~ading 
information and, in some cases, near lies, to 
bolster up a case for his friends. 

But the most glaring case of distortion ml'l 
misrepresentation came from the hon. mem­
ber for Yeronga, who, without qualification 
or explanation, stated that the hon. member 
for Windsor advocated the control of man­
power. In discussing our economic problems 
on a nation-wide basis, and after referrmg 
to the fact that luxury trades had an unre­
stricted run whilst we ~ere under threat of 
war, the hon. member for Windsor sa~d that 
the National Government should restnct ~he 
production of luxury goods by legislation, 
thereby making labour available for avenues 
of useful industrial employment and defence 
work for the development of this nation. 
Obviously, it would require a skilful opera­
tion, presumably in keeping with the hon. 
member's private professional level, to con· 
vert that statement into an advoeacy of con­
trols on man-po·wer. With other hon. mem­
bers, I deprecate unfair methods of gammg 
a political advantage by a distortion of state­
ments, especially from hon. members who pose 
as paragons of political virtue. 

In speeches that have been made in this 
Chamber in recent weeks, including some in 
this debate-and particularly on ~~e catc~­
ery by the Leader of the Opposihon-t_his 
G•overnment have been accused of neglectmg 
the country and giving preference to the city. 
Tt was said that the Labour Government, 
through their Premier and their ~abinet 
Ministers, dreamed of projects but did not 
bring them to fruition. It was the Leader 
of the Opposition who made that statement. 
But can it be said with any degree of 
truth that the present Premier, when he 
was Secretary for Health and Home Affairs, 
dreamed of the expansion of a Labour­
initiated State-wide hopitalisation scheme, 
including baby clinics and maternity hos­
pitals, but did nothi:r:g ~bout ~t? , Jf hon. 
members opposite persist m contmumg to use 
such catch-cries, it is time they were 
debunked and I propose to read the list of 
general h~spitals and maternity hospitals that 
have been built or reconstructed in this State 
since 1923, and I ask country members par­
ticularly to take notice of the list, and to 
make due allowance for the depression period 
of three years, when nothing was clone,. ani! 
for the six-year period of World War Il. 

These are the general hospitals that we_re 
built or were reco11structed: St. George, Dn­
ranbandi, Mungindi, Biloeln, Barala_ba, Bris­
bane, K ambonr, Gorclonvale, Charleville, Mor­
ven, Chinchilla, Jubilee, Jandowae, Fors_ayth, 
Georgetown, Innisfail, Boonah, Esk, Laicl!ey, 



Supply. [2 NOVEMBER.] S-upply. 1029 

],ongreach, Mareeba, Chillagoc, Mt. Mulligan, 
Miles, Mossman, Mt. Isa, Cracow, Eidsvold, 
::\Ionto, Ogmore, Roma, Wallumbilla, S]Jring­
sure, Stanthorpe, Oakey, Millmerran, Towns­
Yille, Ingham, Tully, 'fhursday Island. 

Then there is a long list of maternity hos­
pitals, from the top of Queensland to the 
bottom, and out to the Far West, numbering 
87-40 general hospitals built or recon­
structed and 87 maternity hospitals. 

I eomP back to the subject of education 
r~1Hl I refer to the speech delivered on Tues­
day by the hon. member for J\ft. Gravatt. 
Without any pre-d~scussion on the matter I 
lliscover that he has ideas similar to mv own 
on the subject of technical education a;;d the 
training of apprentices. ·without in any way 
being boastful I should say that I could be 
considered an authority on this subject, 
because of my experience in serving for five 
years in the Department of Public Works as 
an apprentice plumber, followed by 15 years 
as a tradesman. During the two years I 
worked in England I made the important 
study of technical education a fetish and I 
have continued to make a close study of it 
since my return. I had three years' experi­
ence in the Army in supervising the whole of 
the trade training in the metropolitan area. 

I want to tie up m~- remnrks with voca­
tional guidance. The State Government are 
tn be congratulated on some of their innova­
tions in education, but I do not think they 
go far enough. That is why I am a little con­
eerne<l at the reference contained in the 74th 
annual report of the Secretary for Public 
Jnstrudion on the suhject of guidanee ser­
vices, which says-

'' Viewed broadly, guidance is a process 
of helping the imli.-idnal to iliscover nnr1 
rlevelop his best potentialities for personal 
happiness and social usefulness. Guidnnce 
is a talent search-a search for pvery 
child's special gifts. B~· means of obser­
vation, interviews. tests, and other tech­
niques, every pupil is helped to discover 
his potentialities-his abilities, interests, 
and needs. It follows from this that guid­
ance is a continuous process which must 
form an integral part of the education ser­
vice. It should not be regarded as some­
thing apart from the school system, some­
thing to be considered only when the pupil 
is about to leave school. 

'' The aim has therefore been to esta b­
lish a guidance service which operates as 
a school activity. The staff of guidance 
officers was not large enough to enable 
this service to be provided in all metro­
politan State primary schools. It has been 
necessary to proviile at the Research and 
Guidance Br::tnch Office facilities for guid­
ance for a.ny juvenile who seeks help.' i 

The report then goes on to deal with staff 
Hnd accommodation and makes reference to 
guidance in schools, particularly metropolitan 
primary schools and to the following pro­
cedure, which was adopted-

'' 1. A battery of psychological tests 
was administered to all seventh grade 
pupils. 

'' :l. EYcry potential school-leaver from 
the sixth and seventh grades ·was inter­
viewed. 

'' 3. Information on occupations was pro­
vided through class talks, films, pamphlets, 
and during the interview. 

'' 4. All relevant information concerning 
the pupil was entered upon a record card. 

'' 5. Parents were interviewed by appoiut­
ment.'' 

Then there is this most important extract-
'' The purpose of the interview was 

largely to gather information about the 
pupil concerning his phy;sical condition, his 
hobbies and special interests, and his 
educational and vocational plans. When 
required, information on careers most suited 
to the pupil's interests and abilities was 
given. In cases where the pupil had very 
vague plans for his future career a re­
interview was arranged. The commonest 
problems met with seventh grade pupils 
were:-

(i) a lack of knowledge of occupations, 
(ii) a lack of knowledge of secondary 

courses, and 
(iii) wrong ideas about apprenticeship. 

That is very important. The disclosure there 
shows that the youngsters disclosed during 
the interview a lack of idea about an occupa­
tion and wrong ideas about apprenticeship. 

That brings me back to my point. The 
hon. member for J\ft. Gravatt made reference 
to two examinations. One was to be along 
different lines to the academic scholarship. He 
suggested it perhaps be not quite as severe in 
certain subjects, although rated on the same 
level, so that the boy studies for a particular 
scholarship and does not feel any loss of 
prestige. In 1917 two types of scholarship 
were granted, one being a trade scholarship 
and the other a State scholarship. The boy 
could sit for both examinations or one 
and if he passed both he had a 
choice of going to a grammar school 
or a technical college, where he studied 
for two years for a trade and then sat for a 
trade junior examination. For some reason 
that scheme developed into the State Industrial 
High School, and it is my opinion that the 
Government might consider a reversion to that 
method. 

In my first speech in this Parliament I 
argued that there should be an E'xtension of 
manual training schools and industrial science. 
I hardly think the scheme goes far enough. 
I remember that in the days I speak of 
approximately 800 pupils sat for the scholar­
ship examination on a competitive basis and 
only 50 scholarships were granted. The 
students studied for four hours each morning 
on Trade Practical work. The first day they 
studied plumbing, the second carpentering, 
the third engineering, the fourth elec­
trical work, and the fifth trade theoretical 
subjects. My idea is to tie all this up with 
vocational guidance. I think that scheme is 
worked too much on a theoretical basis and 
not enough on a practical basis. As 
boys at schools have disclosed a lack 
of knowledge of occupations we might, if 
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costs are too great, to put the scheme on a 
full-time basis, eo-opt officers in the Depart­
ment of Public Works, where we have expeTi­
enced men, to go to the schools and ''sell'' 
tmdes to the boys pTior to their vocational­
guidance interview. It appears to me that 
the vocational teachers are wasting their 
time if they discover that the boyH do not 
have a preliminary knowledge of a trade, and 
they proceed to test them. Therefore, an 
Hcademic qualification for a guidance officer 
does not appear essential foT preliminary 
testing. 

I have made reference to my ATmy expeTi­
Pnces. \Ve had there TepTesentatives of all 
trades, who were gTouped in Trade groups 1, 
2 OT 3 and we managed to train thousands of 
soldiers in the Centml Technical College in 
the particular trades they desired. Prior to 
their period at the college these soldiers had 
to undergo a particular test, which was 
a more practical test than a 
psychological test to prove whether they 
weTc suited for a particular calling. 
We discovered-and I imagine we should 
discover it in the schools if we could only 
get to the boys between the ages of 10 and 
12-that some farmer~ become better fitters 
and turners, and a1sv mechanics, than those 
who were trained as apprentices in those 
trades. We discoveTed also that public 
servants without any training were natural 
tradesmen. The degree of efficiency these 
people attained after three months' tmining 
subsequent to the trade test was amazing. 
I suggest that if it is too expensive to employ 
people on a. full-time basis we have men in the 
Department of Public \Vorks who could be 
eo-opted for an hour or two each day to go 
ou_t to the metropolitan schools and explain 
th1s scheme. The same thing c<mld be done in 
otlH•r centres. At the same time theY would 
''sell'' trades to the boys, not only carpenter­
ing and sheet-metal working but other trades 
as well, and those men at the same time 
could subject the boys to a minor trade 
test to ascertain more specifically than the 
vocational-guidance teachers whether the boys 
were suitable for the particular trade in which 
they took an inteTest. 

I would ask the Government to investi­
gate the possibility of introducing two 
P>aminations, which would mean an altera­
tion in the syllabus. One lot of ooys 
would be sitting for a different examination 
to the academic scholarship: it could be 
callec1 a trade scholarship. I would suggest 
that the subjects be expanded from the exist­
ing subjects in manual training, that is, car­
pentering and sheet-metal work. 

In vocational guidance, I cannot under­
stand why the scheme at the present time 
should be restricted to 15 metropolitan schools 
any more than I can understand why manual 
training and domestic science should ba 
,·estri~tPd to particular schools. I think the 
hon. member for Yeronga complained that a 
domo~tic-sciencc school was to be incorporated 
in the East Brisbane school and he was dis­
satisfied that 10,000 pupils on the South Side 
wonli! have to gu to the East Brisbane school 
for part-time instruction in those subjects, 

or be denied that instruction. I suggested 
some months ago that if shortage of mateTials 
was the reason for not building domestic 
science and manual-training blocks attached 
to schools, it would not cost much to convert 
the underneath part of the existing schools, 
where playground facilities aTe sufficient. 

I have been through the mill and I know 
how much it means to the boy who is back­
ward academically to discover in a manual 
tmining school that he is more adept at prac­
tical work than the more advanced academic 
boy. I know how much satisfaction he gains 
when he realises that he is as good as, if 
not better, than the boy who is ahead of him 
in ordinary school· work; therefore I cannot 
advocate too strongly the expansion of those 
schools. 

lUr. lUORRIS (Mt. Coot-tha) (11.58 
a.m.): One of the highlights in our parlia­
mentaTy session is the introduction of the 
Budget, because it gives hon. members an 
opportunity of looking at the expenditure in 
the Yarious depaTtments and comparing it 
with that of previous years and pointing out 
to the Government what they believe to be 
their sins of omission and commission in those 
departments. 

I have gone tlnough the Budget and on 
page 29 I find that the Department of Public 
\Vorks requirements for the coming year aTe 
£639,086, as against an actual expenditure 
last year of £559,565. When I refer to the 
estimates of expenditure from Trust and 
Special Funds, on page 97, I notice some­
thing that is of great interest, I a.m sure, to 
many members of this Committee. From 
these funds last year we expended £1,478,062 
and this year we are budgeting for the sum 
of £6,750,000, which is a very great increase. 
Much of that extra expenditure, of course, is 
to pay for prefabricated houses and so forth. 
PeTsonally, I am very keen to see u~ get more 
houses in Que<msland for our people, but in 
view of that very much greater expenditure, 
which highlights the work of the Depart­
ment of Public Works and Housing and the 
Housing Commission, we should give much 
thought to the administration of those depart­
ments to be very sure that the public moneys 
are being spent to the best possible advantage. 

BefoTe continuing with my comments in 
that regard, I wish to say one or two things 
about the speech just made by the hon. 
member for Kurilpa. It is interesting to note 
that he, quite evidently, judging from his 
comments, has followed some of my speeches 
in this Chamber. Although there are many 
things on which we disagree, I should like 
to say here that I wholeheartedly agree with 
his advocacy of vocational guidance. Before 
I rose to speak I was sitting at the table 
\ooking up the speech I made on that subject 
some years ago and I should like to quote it. 
I am not ~ure how many yeaTs ago it was 
but it would be three or four and I remember 
pointing out that it was a grave disadvantage 
to the young people of Queensland that there 
were so few vocational-guidance experts in 
Queensland, although the system had been 
operating successfully, as the hon. member 
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said, in the Army and other places, particu· 
larly in America. It seemed to me a great 
pity that such a scheme could not be enlarged 
very considerably in Queensland. I do not 
propose to discuss education this morning and 
I make that common t only to show the hon. 
member that in that instance I agree with 
him to a very great extent. 

But there is one thing on which I corn· 
pletely disagree with the hon. member. He 
definitely misquoted the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition, the hon. member for Ooorparoo 
who, he said, had advocated retrenchment i~ 
the Public Service. That is not true. The 
hon. member for Ooorparoo has never advo· 
cated retrenchment in the Public Service. He 
has advocated greater economy in the Public 
Service, but when that statement was made 
he most particularly said he did not advocate 
retrenchment within the Public Service. He 
went even further and gave the definite assur­
ance that he would oppose retrenchment in 
the Public Service. He said that he believed 
in efficiency within it and that over a period 
of time in certain branches of the Public 
Service-and mark this well-he did not 
advocate additional recruitment but in other 
branches he advocated considerably greater 
recruitment. Of course, quite obviously one 
of these branches was that which deals with 
the education of the people, in other words, 
the teachers of our schools. 

No person in this Chamber has been more 
outspoken than I about the urgent need for 
gettmg more teachers. I do not believe that 
we should merely spend our time criticising 
a lack within a Government department unless 
we can show some means of improving that 
state of affairs. A reference to '' Hansard'' 
will show that on many occasions I have made 
const:uctive suggestions that, had they been 
put mto effect, would have increased the 
uumlwr of teachers. For instance I remem­
l>d· on on, occasion suggesting that we should 
go in more for recruiting of teachers from 
overseas. I know for a positive fact that very 
little has been done in that regard. 

The hon. member for Isis is a real 
authority on education. Incidentally, if the 
hon. member for Kurilpa seeks to worry me 
about his views on the Ministry of Education 
and that sort of thing, I should lilm him to 
reaEse that his comments pass over my head. 
I have not the slightest interest in them. The 
hon. member for Isis made use of a Press 
cutting yesterday that said British teachers 
would go into bush schools in Victoria. It 
reported that more than 100 young British 
ex·senicemcn are being trained for one­
teacher schools in Victoria's rural districts. 
That State is putting into operation a scheme 
I suggested s0me time ago. 

A question ·was asked by the hon. member 
for Keclron as to the trades and callings of 
ttose l'eoplc ~>·ho have come into Australia 
under the migration scheme in the past three 
years. 'I"he answer reYeals that in the last 
three years we in Queensland haye received 
the grand total of 42 teachers from OYerseas. 
Compare that number with the number of 
those "·ho have come to Victoria in one 
batch. I ~tand to be corrected on that-I am 

not suggesting that they all came out on 
one boat; what I mean is that they are all 
ready to go to these small schools. In view 
of that number, we can say that Queensland's 
quota ha~ been tragic indeed. Had we pur· 
sued a policy similar to that of Victoria 
we should not have schools with 60, 70 and 
80 pupils in one class. It does not need 
any member of this Assembly to elaborate 
on the grave disadvantages that accrue to 
the children in such large classes. 

I would further remind hon. members that 
it is in the junior grades that this is more 
noticeable than in any other and I realise 
that it is probably for this reason that when 
children get to the senior classes, Grades V I 
and VII, they have, ·under present circum­
stances, to be crammed for scholarships. 
::VIoreover, it does not remove this thought: by 
so doing, these children are missing, to a 
great extent, the real foundation of their 
education. It is a self-evident fact that unless 
children get a good grounding, their later 
education will be nullified to a great extent. 

I propose to speak in some detai~ of the 
Queensland Hou~ing Commission and the 
Department of Public Works. I should first 
of all like to discuss the method adopted in 
Queensland for repairing and building 
schools. If the Department of Public 
Instruction requires any new school building, 
or requires maintenance given to a school 
building, or attention to a school, it is not 
allowed of its own right to get the job done 
but has to appeal to the Department of Pub­
lic Works, no matter how large or how small 
the job may be. In other words, the Depart­
ment of Public \Vorks has the primary 
interest of looking after matters within its 
own jurisdiction and has only spare time, 
spare men, and spare money available for 
~nything required by the Department of PnJ,. 
lie Instruction. I say that that policy is 
fundamentally wrong. The Department of 
Public Instruction is placed in the position 
of a mendicant, having to go cap-in:hand to 
the Department of Public Works, which, as 
L saiJ, is more interested in its mYn business 
than the Department of Public Instruction. 

I suggest that the method that is adopted 
within the Army would be the only really 
satisfactory method for adoption within the 
Department of Public Instruction. Within 
the 9th Division of the Army-and I know 
something of that division-there were divi· 
sional headquarters and, subject to the com· 
mand of divisional headquarters, there were 
three brigades. In addition to those three 
brigades there were other ancillary troops 
of a general nature, and one of the forma· 
tions attached to the 9th Division-:md it 
was part of it-was the 9th Division cavalry 
regiment. In thPse days of modeTn \Yarfare, a 
cavalry Tegiment consists not of troops 
mounted on horses, but of troops equipped 
with tanks. Within that cavalTy regiment 
were cavalry squadTons, and wherever a 
brigade was operating it could get one or 
more squadrons from the cavalry regiment 
to assist it. A squadron could be cletachea 
from its own headquaTters an(l attached to 
whatever brigade required it for a period of 
one, three, six, or 12 months, as required. 
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If such a scheme as that worked successfully 
under the very severe conditions under which 
an army operates, why cannot the Depart­
ment of Public Works have within it certain 
sections that can be attached to the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction to carry out that 
department's requirements in the building, 
maintenance, and repair of schools, or what­
ever work might be necessary~ In the event 
of heavy demands by the Department of 
Public Instruction for new buildings and for 
repairs and painting, and so on, which no 
doubt there are today, two sections could 
be detached from the Department of Public 
~Works and sent to the Department of Pub­
lic Instruction for as long as they were 
needed. I believe that is a sound plan and 
one that could, with great advantage, be put 
into operation in Queensland. 

I know that the Executive Council is 
meeting today and that the Cabinet Ministers 
are probably attending that meeting, but I 
hope that the Secretary for Public Instruc­
tion and the Secretary for Public Works, 
Housing, and Local Government, and the 
Premier, will give careful consideration to 
my suggestion. I feel that no Secretary for 
Public Instruction and no Director-General 
of Education, whoever he may be, or whatever 
his political colour may be, could object to 
the adoption of such a method, because it 
would make their work much more efficient. 
Although I may frequently differ from the 
Secretary for Public Instruction, I still 
believe that the Ministers concerned are try­
ing their limited best to do as much as 
possible for their respective departments, 
and the adoption of my suggestion would, I 
believe, help their departments to oper:1te 
more satisfactorily. 

I think we should consider the methods 
in operation in New South ~Wales and 
Victoria. I have made certain inquiries and 
have learned that the Department of Public 
Instruction in New South \V"ales has within 
itself a number of sub-departments, one of 
which is a board of architects, and another 
a building-maintenance section. Those sec­
tions are entirely responsible for the work 
in their own department, such as repairs and 
maintenance, and have no responsibility to 
the Department of Public Works. Any large 
construction work, of course, is carried out 
by the latter. Thus, you will see, Mr. Farrell, 
that the method I have suggested is, to a very 
great measure at any rate, actually in opera­
tion in New South Wales, and I have been 
told on very good authoritv that it is operat-
ing very successfully. · 

Let us now consider the position in Vic­
toria. The Department of Public \Vorks 
in that State handles all mane:· for building 
purposes. However, when the Department of 
Public Instruction requires a new school it 
calls for tenders for the erection of the 
building and authorises the Department of 
Public Works to do any work that is required. 
Instead of being a mendicant, and going 
cap-in-hand to the Department of Public 
Works, it authorises that department to do 
the work. Mo~e important still, the Depart­
ment of Pubhc Instruction has the final 
say as to what is to be done. The Depart-

ment of Public Works must carry out its 
instructions. There is a suggestion, not a 
contentious one, but one that would make for 
considerable improvement in the operations of 
the Department of Public Works in Queens­
land. 

Certain areas were added to my electorate 
consequent upon the redistribution of elec­
toral seats and a number of schools were 
included. I refer first of all to the Lower 
Brookfield school, one of the oldest in the 
State, but also one that is a real disgrace 
to the department" I do not blame the pre­
sent Minister for that because I do not think 
he would say that it should not receive any 
attention. Then I refer to the Kenmore State 
school, only a small one I know, but another 
that is in a bad condition. I have made 
reference to it before in this Chamber. If a 
ehild 1vants to use a water tap it must 
walk several yards from the school, usually 
through long grass-unless the school com­
mittee cuts it, because the department does 
not help the committee to cut it-and per­
haps get soaking wet. It is not fair to ask 
a child to do that. How would any hon. 
member like to think that a child of his 
attending the school had to get soaking iYCt 
before it could reach a tap it wanted to use~ 
I see the hon. member for Buranda laughing, 
but this is no laughing matter. 

Mr. BROWN: I rise to a point of order. 
I was not laughing at what the hon. member 
was saying; 1 was laughing at something 
that I was reading in the newspaper. 

Mr. MORRIS: I accept the hon. mem­
ber's eJ.-planation. I saw the smile come over 
his face and I had no idea thnt he was 
being amused by something he was reading 
in the comic strip in ''The Telegraph.'' 

Let me proceed. I was referring to the 
Kenmore State school. I have appealed to 
the department to make some improvements 
there and, goodness knows, my requests haye 
not been very heavy. I have asked the 
department to raise the school a little so that 
the floor underneath may be cemented and 
conveniences provided there. Nothing what­
ever has been done. 

'!'hen there is the Fig Tree Pocket school 
"·hich is in a similar condition. That, too, 
is in my area. Then there is the Enoggera 
school, which I have mentioned on numerous 
occasions in this Chamber. I am sure that 
ltor( members here have heard me urging the 
department to carry out necessary improYe­
ments there. At this school is a bank a few 
feet high and a guard fence was built round 
it to protect the children, but that fence 
has fallen down and aLthou,gh repeated 
requests have been made to the department to 
have it repaired nothing has been clone. X o 
one can convince me that the Secretarv for 
Public Instrurtion would not give autltority 
for this work to be clone, because I know that 
he would be sorry indeed to think that anv 
child fell over the bank and was injure;l 
hecause of the laxity of one department or 
the other. 

Then there is the Mitchelton school, and I 
am sure hon. members have heard me make 
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repeated requests for improvements there. I 
have asked for them time out of number. I 
have drawn the attention of the Secretarv 
for Public Works to the need for improve­
ments at this school for a considerable time, 
because of the anticipated growth in the area, 
yet the school has been allowed to remain in 
its present condition for a considerable time. 

Let •me allude to another matter, which 
is perhaps of more intimate interest to the 
Department of Public Works, Housing and 
Local Government. It is the duty of this 
department and the Queensland Housing 
Commission to do what they can to help to 
get buildings erected, but it should not be 
the funetion of the department or eommis­
sion to become builders of houses. We have 
henrd much in this debate of the contribution 
the Government are alleged to have made to 
home-building. I say quite frankly that 
t!Jat claim is a lot of nonsense. It is all 
very well for the GoYernment, through their 
Ministers and supporters in this Chamber, 
to point to the number of houses built under 
Government supervision, but have the Gov­
ernment done anything to produce one more 
builder? Have the Government done am·­
thing to provide one more stick of material? 
"\{' special magic attaehes to a Govprnment 
builder; he is a builder whether he is work­
ing for the Governm,ent or for a private 
contraetor. He will build as many houses, 
perhaps a. lot more, when working for a 
private contractor than when working for 
the Government. I go further and say that 
not onlv will he build a lot more houses 
but he will build the houses a lot bettel' if 
he is working for a private contractor mid 
not the Government. I say that . quite 
definitely and I propose to prove quite 
definitely how houses that are being built 
for the Government in dozens and dozens of 
e~l"'"· ~rP n sho~king indietmcnt of the Gov­
crnn:ent. 

I have in the past six weeks inspected 
houses that have been built by this Govern­
ment, or under the State Advances Corpora­
tion system. If they were built by private 
builders under the supervision of private 
architects they would be condemned by hon. 
members opposite. I can almost imagine 
what they would say. They would accuse 
the architects and builders of these houses 
of being racketeers. They would accuse them 
of building jerrybuilt houses, of robbing the 
workers, and taking the money out of the 
pockets of those who could afford it least. 
The Government in building houses have done 
more to take money out of the pockets of 
the workers and done more to contribute to 
jerrybuilt houses, and done more to contri­
bute to future slums than any private archi­
tects or builders working on thier own 
account. I go further and say had this been 
done by private builders the Government 
would have proceeded against them for fraud 
or for all sorts of offences. I will go on and 
prove that. 

Buildings are being erected today that will 
not stand up to the work required of them 
aud will not stand up for the years that they 
should. We know that private contractors 
are faced with the problem of finding 

materials today and consequently much of 
their building work is ineffective. That is a 
direction in which the Government could 
automatically release a large number of 
builders to build homes instead of going 
round looking for material. It is the 
Government's responsibility to find materials 
and it is the Government's responsibility to 
find workmen and builders. 

Let me digress for a moment. 1f the 
hon. member for Kedron, if the firm of 
Courtalds, or if the N'uffield organisation 
wanted to expand considerably in Queensland 
and no employees were available in Queens­
land, would they start crying about not being 
able to get enough employees~ They would 
not, but they would send experts to . the 
places where the tradesmen could be recrmted. 
This Government could make a g~.:eater con­
tribution towards the building of houses in 
Queensland if they would send their 
specialists over to England and other parts 
of the world where they could recruit first­
class builders, bricklayers and other trades­
men who would contribute towards the erec­
tion of the houses we need. 

1\fr. Rasey: Mr. Goffin, the Brisbane City 
CouHdl engineer, returned recently an<l "a"l 
he had no success. 

lUr. 110RRIS: The Brisbane City 
Council has brought out many first-class 
tradesmen and engineers from England. Onl;­
a couple of days ago I hacl the experiencA of 
listening to the hon. member for Buranda 
bewailin 0' and bemoaning the .fact that the 
Brisbanee City Council had somebod:J: in Eng­
land recruiting experts and that 1t lookeJ 
after its experts by providing fiats for them. 
Why do not members opposite learn to speak 
·11ith one voice~ I know the hon. member for 
Windsor is a newcomer, and I respect many of 
his views-I cannot say that for many of his 
colleagues-and I feel that when he is here 
a little longer he will realise that his Yiews, 
unfortunately, are only supported by a 
minority among his own people. 

This Government eould make an infinitely 
greater contribution towards getting houseR 
built if they recruited expert tradesmen from 
overseas. 'rhey could put up a much better 
effort in the Department of Public Instruc­
tion if they did the same in regard to teaehers. 
The other day I heard a member opposite 
complaining because the hon. member for 
Roma suggested that the Government should 
open up the Carnarvon Ranges for ~he pur­
pose of bringing out the timber that 1s there. 
The Government should get OR with the job 
and make material available. The Govern­
ment could do a great deal in making build­
ing material available. The Government are 
doing more to build jerry-built houses and 
''put over'' inferior dwellings on the people 
than any private contractor. 

I will not just leave that statement with­
out supporting it with facts. Let me prow 
it to the Committee. I have some very go~d 
proof here. Only a little while ago-late m 
1948-a man who has given me the right to 
use his name, McPhie, asked the Housing 
\'ommission to build him a home. It >vns 
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under the olJ State Advances Corporation 
pTinciple. On 24 November a contract and 
general conditions of contract were signed by 
the builder and :Mr. and Mrs. McPhie, and 
one of the conditions was that the buildin~ 
had to be erected to the full satisfaction o'f 
the Queensland Housing Commission. I 
make that statement because it will be of 
impoTtance later. 

I have here a copy of a letter of 20 October, 
1948, \vhere tentative assessment fees was 
IllUde by the Queensland Housing Commis· 
si on: valuation and supervision fee, £28; first 
plan £5 5s. 6d., second plan £28-a total of 
£61 5s. 6d. That is the origin of this build· 
iug. On 11 11ay, 1950, the Housing Commis· 
~ion tohl Mr. McPhie it had paid £449 for 
the first payment on the building, and on 
19 June another letter from the Housing 
Commission sho\ved that a further £277 had 
been paid. 

This is where I come to something rather 
interesting, and I hope it will be noted by 
tl1e Minister in charge of housing. Sub· 
sequent to the receipt of the letter of 19 June, 
1lr. McPhie decided to iustall a certain drain 
1mder his house. He dug this drain and in 
the course of this work had occasion to dig 
round some of the concTcte stumps under the 
dwelling. \Vhen he did so he felt very 
dissatisfied with some of the stumps that 
11·ere revealed, and so he 'note the follo,dng 
letter to the Commissioner for Housing-

'' Dear Sir, 
''I ha Ye good reason to believe that the 

specified footings have not been provided 
undn- concrete stumps and desire that the 
final payment due to the contractor be 
1vithhcld until this matter has been pacis· 
factorily settled.'' 

JUr. Turner: A contractor built that 
house for the Housing Commission? 

lUr. ill ORRIS: Yes, and the Queensland 
Housing Commission charged the person for 
.dwm it was being built £61 5s. 6d•. for 
building plans, supervision, and valuation 
fees, most of which comes under the heading 
of supcTvision fee. It will thus be seen that 
it was being built by the Housing Commis· 
eion nnd it was in the position of architect 
for the erection of the building. 

In his letter :Mr. McPhie further states-
'' Also I would like to state that the floor 

joists arc not as spe~ified. Out of 25 joists 
specified 5 inches by 2 inches there are nine 
that come up to those measurements.'' 

Thir. Turner: Nine of the 25? 

Thir. I\IORRIS: Leaving 16 that did not 
come up to measurements. The letter 
proceeds-

" --the balance are made up of 4t 
inches lw 2 inches and 4! inches by 2 
inclH's. ' ' " 

Let me digress for a moment, Mr. Fan·ell. 
1 believe that the reason why these timbers 
for floor joists and so forth do not come up 
to specification \YUS that timber such as 
scribbly gum was used, and that is a type 
of timber that should never be put into any 
house at all. After what I have seen out 

there, and l will have some exampJ.c, slloi·tly, 
I am satisfled that it should ne,·cr he used 
iu any building. 

'l'he letter continues-
'' That the guttering is not riveted at 

all angles and joints and this job collec­
tively is not finished in a tradesmanlike 
manner, as short pieces of guttering have 
been put in between angles and next length 
in quite a lot of places.'' 

''That the sill in the lounge room of the 
dwelling is out of line and faT from being 
finished off in a tradesmanlike manner as 
stated in specifications.'' 

ltir. Burrows: Do you say they were 
scribbly·gum joists~ 

IIIr. IIIORRIS: Yes. 

I\Ir. Burrows: I will go out with you at 
the luncheon adjournment and see them. 

JUr. ill ORRIS: I am sure that Mr. Galvin. 
of the Queensland Housing Commission would 
be glad to take the hon. member out. He 
has every right to be utterly and completely 
ashamed of this iniquity he put owr this 
man. 

Mr. Hilton: Who put it over? 

::ur. MORRI,S: Mr. Galvin and his 
officers. 

I\Ir. Hilton: You know it is not true. 
It is deliberately untrue. 

Jir. Ill ORRIS: I will prove the case. I 
am not holding the Minister responsible, 
because I know he has looked into the matter 
and did all he could. I believe that Mr. 
Galvin is pulling the wool over ·:he eyes 
of the Minister as much as he dic1 oYer the 
eyes of his predecessor. 

Jir. Power: That is not true. 

Jir. JUORRIS: I will prove it later on 
and the Minister might change his tmw. I 
might say I am not blaming either of the 
Ministers, as Mr. Galvin has been pulling tlw 
wool over their eyes all along the line, anc1 
no department was so misembly or badly 
conducted as this department, and I put the 
blame on Mr. Galvin. I am not boating 
about the bush; I am saying what I think. 

There was no reply to that letter from 
Mr. McPhie and the next step is that Mr. 
McPhie wro'te again to the Commission in 
these terms-

'' It is now almost two \Yceks si!lce your· 
self, Mr. Marsden, Mr. Burgess, and myself 
met at my dwelling nt Mitchelton to dis­
cuss faults in the construction of "the 
dwelling. 

''I would like to draw to your notice 
that I have received no explanation to my 
claim of fifty pounds (£50) compensation 
for \YOrk not carried out according to 
specifications. I have written to the Com­
missioner asking that final payment to Mr. 
Burgess be withheld until these matters 
have been satisfactorily settled, but so far 
have received no acknowledgment to that 
letter. Letter written 17 July. 
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''I would also like to state that I have 
already paid the interest owing by me on 
the payments you people have made to 
.Mr. Burgess, and I am being pressed by 
the owner of the premises I now occupy to 
vacate them as soon as possible, and that 
I am also paying a high rental here.'' 

The man was asking for finality. That letter 
was sent by registered post. 

Here in my hand, for all hon. members to 
see, are photographs of two of the things 
being complained of by Mr. McPhic. The first 
photograph depicts the alleged roncrete stumps 
under the dwelling. I should sav that when 
this dwelling was being erected there was no 
fence, and a cow got in and leaned up against 
one of the cement posts a;.d broke the cement 
post off a foot or two from the base. It had 
to be dug out. The base of the stump is lying 
on the ground and is seen in the photograph. 
Hon. members will see from these photo­
graphs _that .the base is .not according, to ,,-hat 
1s reqmred m the specifications. Hon. mem­
bers will also see that there are no reinforcing 
rods in the posts and Mr. McPhie alleges that 
there are not the specified four rods of 
reinforcing in many of the posts and that 
the reinforcing did not go down into the 
base of the posts. 

lUr. Power: What is the name of the 
builder/ 

l'IIr. l'I£0RRIS: Burgess. The Minister 
should know him. He used to be a buildino­
inspector in the department. , " 

i)Jr. Power: I do not know him. 

3Ir. l'IIORRIS: The department should 
know him. Does the Minister want to know 
the name of the inspector who gave the 
O.K. on those stumps! 

lllr. Power: I do not care. Tell me. 

l'IIr. l\IORRIS: An inspector called 
Power. He gave the O.K. I hnd no inten­
tion of revealing his name till the Secretary 
for Mines and Immigration asked me. How­
ever, I >Yill now go further and sav that the 
mmer of this building is prepared to chal­
lenge the J\linister concerned or the inspector 
or any body else to dig out these posts and 
see for himself that they are not reinforced 
as they should be, If he is proved to be 
wrong, he will bear the whole cost. 

T'hat is one example of the faulty work­
manship that is being permitted by the 
Queensland Housing Commission. I han· 
heTe a photo. of one of the beams in this 
house; it is cracked and twisted. I invite 
hon. members to examine this photograph anc1 
have a look at the nailing. That is the type 
of work that is being done out there. The 
hon. member for Port Curtis might be 
interested to see this place, because he will 
see the seribbly gum that has been uoed in 
it. He will see, too, that of 25 joists, only 
nine aTe of the conect size. In addition, 
they arc built up underneath the flooring 
with wedges to make them fit. I can' show 
the hon. member for Port Curtis, or the 
Minister OT anybody else, that there is as 
much as ~ths of an inch between th8 flooT 

hoards. In one length of 9 feet oS: the 
flooring of this building, there is a difference 
of ~ ths of an inch in the flooring itself, it 
is so uneven. The MinisteT knows these things 
because I am sure he has read the report, 
and I wish I had more time in which to deal 
with them. 

'l'he builder claims to have conformed with 
the specifications in the building: of the 
stumps, and to have a letter from the inspector 
certifying that the stumps are all right. 'l'he 
specification requiTes the inspectoT to see 
the reinforcing rods before the concrete is 
pomed. I do not know whether they "IYere 
seen by the inspector and subsequently taken 
out by the builder; all I know is that the 
rods are not there now. 

A conference was held about this matter 
in the Commissioner's office and, according 
to a letter written by Mr. McPhie, this ie 
1dwt happened: He says-

'' As far as I can remember, this is an 
outline of the conversation that took place 
between the Housing Commissioner, Mr. 
Calvin, Superintendent of WoTks, Mr. 
King, the builder of the dwelling, Mr. 
Burgess, and myself at the Commissioner's 
office, 5th floor, State Insurance Buildim,·, 
on Tuesday, 15 August, 1950. The dis­
cussion commenced at 10.30 a.m. and lasted 
until 12.20 p.m. 

''The impression I got from the first few 
minutes was that Galvin, King and 
Burgess were friendly and far from h, ing 
strangers. I unclerstand Burgess is an 
ex-inspector of the department. Galvin 
gave me a reasonable hearing all through, 
but tried to ridicule some of my statements. 

"My first statement: 'Mr. Galvin, I 
claim that the foundations on the stumps 
are not as specified.' 

'' Galvin: 'I have ::\1r. King's report 
here and he says you have no argument 
there as the extra cement :HOlilld the 
stumps, starting at ground level, is quite 
sufficient in that type of ground.'' 

They disregard the specifications altogether 
and say, "It is dry ground. You do not 
need to haYP a footing round the conerete 
stumps.'' That is the way the Housing Com­
mission builds its places! 

Mr. McPhie continues-
" Myself: 'How would J\Ir. King· know'? 

Is he an authority?' Galvin: 'Yes, Mr. 
::\IcPhie, he is.' 

"Galvin: 'What do you think of that 
type of gTound yourself? Is it soli eH' 

''Answer: 'I would not know. All I 
want is the specified footings on the stumps, 
as that is 'vhat I am paying for. If they 
are not there, I want £50 compensation for 
the stumps alone.' 

"Galvin: 'What alternative have you to 
offed' 

"Myself: 'Jack the house up and take 
out all the stumps and put in new ones 
with the correct specified footing~ on them. ' 

'' G•alvin: 'And what other eomplaints 
have you, Mr. J\1cPhie?' 
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''Myself: 'They are there in front of 
you, i\ir. Galvin, on the file on your desk.' 

'' Galvin: 'I know they are, out I would 
like to hear them again from you.' 

''Here Galvin called for a Miss loYe. 
who came into the office with a notebook 
ami pencil. I asked what she was there 
for. Galvin said, to jot down my com­
plaints. I then said I would not speak 
in front of her. 

"Gal.-in: 'Mr. McPhie, we are not trying 
to catch you, and we will not ask you to 
sign anything.' '' 

And so it goes on, all the way through. 
That is a record of what happened at the 

conference and it is proof that McPhie com­
plained, but got nowhere with the builder in 
having his complaints rectified. 

This matter was taken up with the Minis­
ter and the Housing Commission wrote to 
the builder. Presumablv the Minister has 
tried to have the matter rectified. I have 
here a copy of a letter written by the Hous· 
ing Commission to Burgess, dated 18 August, 
vd1ich says-

'' With reference to your recent discus­
sion with the Commissioner, Borrower and 
Superintendent of Works and later with 
the Superintendent of Works on the site, 
regarding the above-mentioned job, I would 
advise that you are hereby instructed to 
earry out corrective work as follows:-

'' 1. Remove bulge in floor of dining­
room and hallway; recramp floor where 
necessary; make good where daylight is 
showing through same. '' 

Daylight showing through the floor: Has the 
builder done anything~ No. 

'rhe letter proceeus-
' '2. R.emove angle-stop unucr sill on 

left-hml(1 front corner of house anu replace 
same \Yith new, in correct manner.'' 

Nothing has been done 

It goes on-
'' 3. Remove and make good faulty sill 

to group of sashes over front steps anrl 
also make good any disturbcr1 work.'' 

:'\: othin g done! 

It continues-
'' 4. Remove short piece of spouting to 

raking facia over stove recess; make good 
in one piece between angles; check a 11 
angles to spouting for required lapse and 
have same riveted; make good all disturbed 
work.'' 

Nothing done. 

Further-
'' Check and easp all joinerv and leave 

same working freely.'' • 

'l'he only attempt to make the house livable 
was to provide one-inch quadrants under 
window-sills but they have not been rnintcl1. 
And so it goes on, but not one of these 
things has been done. I have a who]P sheaf 
of letters here on the matter but time will 
not permit of my reauing them. They carry 
the same story. However, on 3 September, 
the builder, in accordance with the instruc­
tions from the Housing Commission, went 

:c1ong to see the owner to try to come to some 
compromise and have something done. Still 
nothing has been done to rectify the defects 
in the building. 

'!'he late~t I have here is a copy of a record 
of a conversation between Mr. Galvin, Mr. 
\Viseman, Mr. Burgess and Mr. McPhie. I 
propose to read it because it is very impor­
tant. lt is as follows-

'' I drew Mr. Galvin 's an cl Mr. Wise­
man's attention to one joist in particular 
which I now know to be scribbly gum, 
and stated that this timber should not have 
been put in the dwelling. 

''Mr. \Viseman: According to the 
elassification of timber today the using of 
scribbly gum is permissible. 

"Myself: You may be right and you 
may not, but if Mr. Burgess goes ahead 
and does this corrective work, I will still 
tight you on the faulty foundations.'' 

On 23 October the Housing Commission wrote 
Gut a list of the things that had to be done 
to repair the building, but up to last Satur­
day these matters had not been corrected. 

I now come to the final point in this case. 
Here we have a man being robbed right 
along the line. 

1'\Ir. Dewar: A working man. 

l'\Ir. l'\IORRIS: Yes, a working man. 

]}fr. Burrows: Whom by? 

]}fr. l'\IORBIS: The Queensland Housing 
Commission. The Queensland Housing Com­
mission is receiving a fee of nearly £60 to 
supervise the building, to sec that it is 
erected proper!)'· They :trc the people who 
are robbing him. I have been to the :Minis­
ter about it. 

}Ur. Hilton: Has the contrartor been 
1 •aid for the building~ 

]}Ir. ]}I ORRIS: No, not to my knowledge. 
T have been to the Minister about it and onlv 
lnst week I said to him, ''Whose responsi­
hilit;<' is it finally if the builder will not do 
the work, to see that he does?'' and the 
Minister said in reply, ''The. contract is one 
between the builder a"cl the owner and the 
owner IYill have to proceed against the huilc1er 
in law to see that he does.'' 

]}fr. Hilton: I did not say that. 

nir. MORRIS: The Queensland Housing 
Commission is getting a bout £60 in fees to 
snpervise the building. Now, who is robbing 
this man~ Thf' department is charging a 
supervising fee. 

The CHAIRl'\IAN: Order! 

JUr. lUORRIS: If any hon. member 
cppositc would like to give me an extensia:l 
of time I eould give them a lot more instances. 
I want to mention another case, that of Mr. 
Peel. The Minister knows all about this case 
too. On 1 October, 1948, Mr. Peel made an 
application to buy a house from the Queens· 
land Housing Commission. 

Mr. Power: You want to be sure of 
~-our facts. 
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~Ir. ~I ORRIS: One fact that I am sure 
about is that Mr. Peel is a minute secretary 
of an A.L.P. branch, that he has appealed to 
the hon. gentleman and to other Ministers 
yet nothing has been done in his case. ' 

::ur. Power: That is not true. The 
contractor was brought back when I was the 
Minister and made to repair that house. 

. lUr. il~ORRIS: The Minister is only 
mterruptmg me so that I shall have less time 
to talk on this matter. As I said, on 1 Octo­
b:r, 1948, Mr. Peel made application to buy 
hlS home and on 1 October he received the 
following letter-

"With reference to your application to 
purchase the dwelling known as Brisbane 
1244, situated at Edith street, Enoggera I 
wish to advise that it has been approved' to 
sell the property to you. 

. ''The Com~issioner is not yet in a posi­
tiOn to advise you the purchase price 
thereof, but will do so at the earliest 
opportunity.'' 

That was on 1 October a1Id on 13 October 
the Commission wrote-

'' Further to the Commission's letter of 
the 1st instant, I wish to advise that if you 
make an offey of £1,625 for the dwelling 
known as Bnsbane 1244 on a deposit of 
£375, such offer will be submitted to the 
Minister for his consideration.'' 

The next letter was from Mr. Peel to the 
Commission on 14 October to the effect that 
the price was a bit high and asking if it was 
possible to have a revaluation. On 12 Novem­
ber the Commission wrote-

'' With reference to your application to 
purchase property Brisbane 1244, Edith 
street, Enoggera, I have to advise that 
price of this house, which is now under con­
sideration, may be around the £1,625 mark. 

''However, the Commission cannot sell 
the house to you except on completion, but 
in the circumstances it is approved to set 
the house aside for sale to you. As 
evidence of your good faith you may lodge 
the amount £325 suggested by you. Such 
sum will be placed in your name to the 
Commission's Savings Bank Trust Account 
where it will earn the interest allowed by 
the bank. 

'' B;y this action you do not in any way 
commit yourself ...... '' 

The next letter is dated 16 December, 1948 
-the house was still under consideration­
and this is what it says-

"With reference to your application to 
purchase the dwelling known as Brisbane 
1244, I wish to advise that the Minister has 
approved of the sale to you for approxi­
mately £1,575 with land on freehold tenure 
on deposit of £325.'' 

llir. Power: That was the figure in 
mind. 

lUr. ill ORRIS: Time will not permit me 
to read all the letters, but I come to a letter 

from the Commission dated 10 March, 1949, 
roughly 18 months afterwards, to Mr. Peel, 
and it says-

, 'Referring to your letter of the 25th 
January, I have to advise that the Com­
mission made application for a fire policy 
for £1420 cover, which is the full amount 
of the contract price of your dwelling.'' 

Bear in mind ''which is the full amount of 
the contract price of your dwelling.'' 

iUr. Power: You cannot insure the land. 

Jir. ill ORRIS: This house was built by 
the Housing Commission by day labour, there­
fore the word ''contractor'' could only apply 
to the contractor between the builder and 
the Commission. 

1Ir. Hilt on: That is wrong. 

·Mr. lliORRIS: I should like the Crown 
Law Office to look into that aspect of the 
matter. The letter continues-

'' This includes the building with extras 
such as bath, stove, sink and wash tubs, 
the E. C. and fences." 

In the £1,420 figure, the only thing not 
insured is the land. This man is a good 
strong supporter of the Labour Party. Good 
luck to him if that is what he believes! 
:::-Jotwithstanding that, you caught him all 
along the line and he said so in his letter. 
Here you tell him in March, 1949, that the 
cost of the building, excluding the land is 
£1,420, yet in August this year, nearly two 
years after he ordered a house, he received 
a letter from the commission asking him to 
come into the office, and after he does so, 
what is said to him~ Mr. Galvin said to him, 
''I am very sorry, I have ~ome bad news for 
you; your honse is not gomg to cost £1,575 
as I told you; it is going to cost £1,875.'' 

~Ir. Power: Do you know the reason? 

~Ir. liORRIS: Yes, because you jacked 
the price up. 

illr. Power: Because the development 
cost of the land could not be ascertained 
till the date of sale. 

lUr. ~IORRIS: This man has been 
occupying this house for over two years and 
they wrote and told him he could buy it 
for £1,575 and then they jacked it up £300. 
Do you know why they jacked it t:P ~ I will 
tell you. Because when he occupied it he 
found after two or three weeks that it was 
falling to bits and he appealed to the then 
Minister and his reply is on the file here, 
and he told him it was falling to bits. There 
was a conference in the Commissioner's 
office, and the Minister said, ''This man has 
to get a fair deal; he has to get the house 
repaired for him,'' and Galvin said, ''No.'' 

llir. Power: That is not true. 

~Ir. ~I ORRIS: Galvin said, "No." 
llir. Power: That is not true. The man 

who was supposed to plaster it was recalled 
to plaster. 

ilir. iliORRIS: He was told it was 
£1,575 and he was prepared to pay £1,625 and 
you jacked it up £300 because it was falling 
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to pieces and you had to spend a couple of 
hundred to repair it, and you charged this 
man for it. That is how the Housing Com­
mission is treating these people; it does 
nothing but rob them right arid left. As 
long as the Housing Commission operates 
yon will continue to rob the people. 

There was a house not far away owned by 
Mrs. Brady, with five children-now that I 
mentioned her name I hope you do not tip 
her out-and the ceiling was in a shocking 
conc1ition. You only need to go to Seven 
Hills Estate, where they are building houses 
and I will guarantee 50 per cent. of them 
"·ill tell you that they haYe been robbed by 
the Commission. The Minister says that they 
only now discovered the price of the pro­
perty. It was built two years ago. 

JUr. POWER: I rise to a point of order. 
The hon. member is misquoting me when he 
says that I made a statement that we just 
discovered the pTico of the house. ·what I 
said to the hon. membeT was that the exact 
price of the house and the land could not 
be ascertained till the full cost of the 
development of the land had been ascer­
tnined. That is why the price had not been 
arTived at. · 

IUr. JliORRIS: I am telling the 
Committee--

( Time expired.) 

Hon. E. Jli. HANLON (Ithaca-Premier) 
(2.15 p.m.): Mr. Farrell---

Goyermnent ]}I embers: Hear, hear! 

Jlir. HANLON: I have not had much 
opportunity of being present in the Chamber 
during the currency of this debate, having 
had to spend a great deal of my time on 
other nwt7,crs, but I have been occasionalli 
able to listen to hon. members speaking to 
this question. I haYe also had the opportu­
nity of looking through the speeches made by 
hon. members-very hurriedly, I admit-in 
my absence. Sum1111ing up my impressions of 
the speechPR made by hon. members of the 
Opposition I can say they remind me of :t 
remark made by an old negress in Virginia at 
one time, ''This country is full of folks dat 
knows eYerythin and undeTstands no thin.'' 
That Ycry aptly describes the majority of 
the speeches given by hon. members opposite. 
'rhey pretend to know everything, hut on 
reading their speeches one realises that they 
''understand nothing.'' 

My first comment is on the number and 
variety of misstatements-Teal political false­
hoods told in an attempt to belittle Labour 
Governments in Australia. I am one of those 
people who welcome constructive criticism of 
a Government at any time. I welcome any 
eudeayour any hon. member, no matter on 
which side of the House he may be, makes 
to help the Government in looking after the 
welfare of the people of Queensland, but I 
do not think hon. members of the Opposi­
tion of this Parliament are living up to 
their obligations to the electors of Queens­
land 1vhen thev make use of their seats in 
this Chamber "to endeavour to create false 

impressions in the public mind, to mislead the 
public as to the realities of the problems 
facing the country toda;;·. And today this 
country is facing big problems. 

I have also gained the impTession that quite 
a number of the speeches that have been 
made by hon. members of the Opposition 
have been pTepared outside this Chamber and 
in the office of some political organisation. 

An 0}lposition JU:ember: That applies tc 
.vour side, too. 

Mr. HANLON: I am speaking of my 
impression of the speeches made by hon. mem­
bers of the Opposition. There have been 
speeches made even by members of the 
CountTy Party thnt bear the hallmark of a 
political organisation with a highly paid and 
very efficient staff of organisers. For 
instance, I quote the speech made by the 
hon. member for Nanango; I think his 
spePch on the ALldTess in Reply was pTe­
pared and prompted by somebody else. 

Jlir. :;}Iacdonahl: I am the member for 
Nanango and I have not spoken yet. 

ltir. HANLON: At times I am completely 
confused with the names of some of the 
electorates and the members who represent 
them. I absolve the hon. member of all 
blame in this connection. The hon. member 
for Barambah, speaking on the debate on the 
Address in Reply, made an attack on me based 
on R broadcast that I delivered from Station 
4KQ. I did not think the hon. member spent 
his Sunday evening listening to ministeTial 
broadcasts. Fortunately I keep a copy of 
my broadcasts, because I am used to mis­
quotation and misrepresentation. The hon. 
member reversed the statement I made in 
that broadcast in order to launch an attack 
on the Labour Party; he completely reversed 
the quotation that he alleged was made by 
me on that occasion. · 

I do not think he heard the broadcast; he 
certainly did not get the script of it. If he 
had asked for it I am sure I should have 
heard of the request. He would have been 
welcome to a copy. I kept my own copy. 

~Ir. Bjelke-Petersen: I got the paper 
report of it. 

1Ir. HANI,ON: The hon. member has 
been long enough in this Chamber to know 
that he should treat newspaper reports with 
a good deal of suspicion. 

Jlir. Nicklin: He was quite justified in 
quoting it. 

)[r. HANLON: He said it was a state­
ment made by me in my broadcast. The 
famous broadcast about the upper classes, as 
quoted in the newspaper, should be enough. 
The statement of that broadcast should have 
been enough to warn hon. members how little 
trust they can place in reports by anti­
J"abour newspapers of speeches made by 
Labour Ministers. I am quite sure that the 
hon. member for Barambah 's statement bore 
the brand of a gentleman called Porter or a 
gentleman called Mitchell. I can almost hear 
them saying what the hon. member said. 
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The Leader of the Opposition contributed 
an article to the ''Telegraph' '-and we might 
expect a greater sense of responsibility for his 
statements from him than the rank" and file 
members opposite-in the ''As I see it'' 
column. In it he stated that I had made an 
agreement with the Government of Victoria 
for Callide coal. This was in 1948 when 
Mr. Kent-Hughes was allegedly buying Callide 
coal. The Leader of the Opposition made the 
statement that the Queensland Government 
had made an agreement with Victoria and 
had broken that agreement. There was not 
the slightest foundation for such a statement, 
because no such agreement was ever made 
and I . think the Leader of the Oppositio~ 
knows 1t too. I do not think he is as ignorant 
as all that of what took place at that period. 
The fact that Mr. Kent-Hughes came up and 
flapped his wings and crowed a lot about 
what he was going to do is no evidence of an 
agreement between the two Governments. He 
spoke loudly about what he was going to do. 
He \Vas reported in the Press-and if he is 
not correctly reported I deny it for him-as 
saying that the Queensland Government would 
not let .them have the coal from the Queens­
land mme that they, the Victorian Govern­
ment, had developed. What a fantastic thing 
to say? The proprietors of the mines 
laughingly stated that all Mr. Kent-Hughes 
had done was to send them an illustrated 
catalogue of heavy earth-moving equipment 
suitable for mines but which could not be 
obtained. That is the part he played. This 
sort of thing goes on. · 

The Leader of the Opposition broke new 
ground in speaking of defence. Defence is 
the preTOgative or the responsibility of the 
Federal Government. That hon. gentleman 
accused the Labour Party of the responsi­
bility for the position of the defence force~ 
in this country and went on to say-

'' There is no doubt that the grave 
position in which we find the defence of 
the Commonwealth at the present time is 
clue to the lack of responsibility shown by 
the Labour Party in the Commmnvealth 
sphere in this very important aspect of 
Commonwealth administration. During the 
last eight years it has allowed the defences 
of the Commonwealth to be practicallv 
destroyed.'' " 

Eight years ago there were virtually no 
defences in this Commonwealth. The Labour 
Party had just taken over from a coalition, 
a Country Party-Labour Government, that 
folded up like a jack-knife before the 
approach of the Japan0se aggression and left 
the country quite open to attack without any 
form of defence ·whatever. 

Those statements do not bring crer1it upon 
members of Parliament. Then, listen to the 
hon. gentleman's quotation about the decline 
of population in Queensland. He referred to 
the decline of population in the North and he 
blames the Labour Party for it. 

He says-
' We find that the final figures of the 

Commonwealth Statistician, based on the 
censuses of 1933 and of 1947, show that 
there has been an increase oi population 

in BrisLane of 102,424 and other citie·' 
showed an increase of 41,245, and the rest 
of the State outside the cities and towns 
sho,ved a decrease of 3,695. '' 

'rhat period, of course, included the war 
years, "·hen the majority of the young men 
of this country either offered themseh-es or 
were called up for sen·ice, and many others 
had been called into all kinds of defence 
work, such as work in munition factories and 
the Civil Constructional Corps and so on, 
and 1vere only then beginning to return to 
their homes. However, in referring to the 
population of the northern part of the State, 
he made no reference to the cities, whieh he 
included ,1·ith other cities, such as Brisbane. 
'rhat sort of thing is an indication of the 
completely irresponsible statements of hon. 
members opposite, statements that are cal­
culated to mislead the people. 

'l'he hon. membeT then goe9 on to sny that 
\YC have been neglecting this State's assets, 
that they have deteriorated and the evidence 
of the deterioration of the State assets that 
he produees is that the Railway Department 
is not able to cope with the business offer­
ing. Is that not an indication, Mr. Farrell, 
that the business offering now is greater 
than it has eYer been ancl that the State is 
dcreloping and its production is growing to 
such an extent that we have had to let road 
transport have what is almost an ''open 
go~" It is not that the State's assets are 
deteriorating. I suppose, Mr. Farrell, that 
if >Ye were to check the assets of the State 
today we should find that they had clou bled 
in value in Australian pounds over the last 
few years, in the same way as those of any 
other holder of real estate. 

Then we had a broadcast br Mr. T. C. 
Kerr, M.L.A., over 4KQ, i11 which he 
attacked the attitude of the Queensland 
Go1·ennnent and said that the development 

· of Callicle had been hampered. And now 
listen to this beautiful statement-

'' Since July, 1948, Mr. Gardiner of 
Gm·diner & Warner Pty. Ltd. offered the 
Quecnslam1 Government 140 coal trucks 
free of charge, and further said that the 
Victorian Government would assist to 
!mild a branch line from the field to 
Calliope, on the main Brisbane to Rock­
hampton line, a distance of 70 miles, his 
company being prepared to develop the 
fielrl to take up to 10,000 tons a week, and 
have colliers calling at Gladstone. Vic­
toria also offered to supply the rails.'' 

That is nothing but a fantastic falsehood, 
and is climbing higher in the realms of 
imagination than any other man in this 
Chamber has ever cliJ!1bed, with the possible 
exception of the hon. member for Keclron. 
I have never heard sueh a fantastic state­
ment as that, and there is no truth in it. 
The hon. member has not the slightest 
evidence to support such a statement, and 
no sueh offer was ever made. The GoYern­
ment of Victoria do not deal with the hon. 
member I have just quoted, nor clo they deal 
with Gardincr & ~Warner Pty. Ltd. If the 
Victorian Government want to deal 1vith the 
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<tneensland (;o1·ernment, the Premier of 
Vietoria approaches the Premier of (~ueens­
land. 

Mr. Kerr interjected. 

JUr. HANLON: If he was sent to join 
t:lanta Clans, the hon. member is not justi­
fied in making such a false statement, and 
r defy him to produce the slightest evidence 
to ,justify his making those statements. 

We go on to hear the Leader of the 
Opposition on the 40-hour week. This is one 
of the very amusing pieces of work that have 
been going on here. Speaking on 26 October 
on the Budget debate, the Leader of the 
Opposition said-

'' The 40-hour week, the claim for a 
basic wage of £10 a week, and the foster­
ing of industrial disruption were all part 
of the Communist plan to bring about 
economic and industrial chaos in Aus­
tralia. The Labour Party of Queensland 
and the Labour Parties in the other 
States submitted to the designs of the 
Communists because they did not have thf 
courage to stand up against them.'' 

He went on to say-
'' The Labour Party of Queensland and 

the Labour Parties in the other States sub­
mitted to the designs of the Communists 
because they did not have the courage to 
stand up against them.'' 
He goes on to say further-

'' Fancy agreeing to reducing working 
honrs after a ·world war of destruction 
when we were suffering from a shortage of 
all essentials of life and when the obvious 
thing to do was to work harder and pro­
duce more so as to bring about some real 
improvement in the living standards of the 
people. But because political expediency 
ruled and governed the decisions of the 
Labour Party that party decided to buy 
the Red support ancl get the backing of 
the Communist Party by falling in with 
the Communist plan in respect of this 
matter.'' 

He goes on to say-
'' Mr. Chificy supported the 40-hour week 

and made a substantial contribution to 
<:reating the Treasurer's difficulty today.'' 

I think hon. members know that I do not 
get on very well with the Communist Party. 

lUr. Nicklin: You marched pretty well 
with them in May last. 

lUr. HANLON: They marched behind 
me and if you want to do something worth 
while for this country then march behind 
the J,eader of the Labour Party. 

Let me develop my story. It is suggested 
by hon. members opposite that the 40-hour 
week is demanded by the Communist !'arty. 
Let us suppose it is. I have a certain respect 
for a fellow who has the guts to be a Com­
munist but not for the despicable creature 
who wishes to be a fellow-traveller with the 
Communists and who does the dirty work of 
the Communists. ·what is the hon. the Leader 
of the Opposition doing sitting there with 
the collaborators of the Communist Party~ 

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the 
member for Kedron, and all other members 
of the Liberal Party voted for the 40-hour 
week and so, according to the Leader of the 
Opposition, are collaborators with the Com­
munist Party. They apparently were also 
seeking Red support, yet the Leader of the 
Opposition takes them into his own Party 
and tells us that he is now united with them. 
Why does not the Deputy Leader of the Oppo­
sition disband this de facto marriage that has 
continued during the past twelve months and 
try to remain pure himself~ Now he is quite 
satisfied to take into his united Opposition 
these Liberal Party collaborators who, accord­
ing to him, fell for the machinations of the 
Communist Party. Both political parties 
opposite encourage and support the Com­
munist Party in its attempts to destroy the 
Labour Party. 

I am not going to believe that the 
amount of money necessary to carry on Com­
munist propaganda in this country comes 
from the few thousand misl:Cd wo.rking 
people who contribute to their frrnds-that 
newspapers can be published, city properties 
bought, duplicating machines and typewriters 
obtained, and organisers paid out of the con­
tributions by a few thousand misled working 
people. The money comes from sommvhere 
else and it does not come from the Labour 
Party. The money comes from a political 
party and the Communist Party is serving 
that political party. It is serving the pur· 
poses of the people opposite >dw :ne 
cnde::wouring to bring the Lnborrr Party 
down. 

The crowning piece of impudence <o<lme 
from the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, 
Mr. Hiley, who also dealt with the 40-hour 
week. He said that here was a Gm'ernme11t 
who with undue haste and impudence had 
sown the wind of the 40-hour week and were 
today reaping the whirlwind. He, himself, 
was one of the sowers. It is interesting 
to note that all Liberal Pnrtv members 
opposite voted for the 40-l;our week, 
in their endeavour to seek Rrd ~upport. 
Hon. members opposite must tllink that we 
have very short memories, but I am not 
going to let them get away with that. 

Now let us hear the truth about what 
happened in 1948 when this Government had 
to adopt very stringent methods to deal with 
the strike, the leaders of which >.-ere members 
of the Communist Party. In plain fact hon. 
members of the Opposition were gloating for 
all they were worth over the impending 
destruction of the Labour Party. In fact, 
hon. members opposite thought it was 
inev:; .~blq that it was going to mean a split 
in the Labour Party and that the workers 
would not support a Labour Party that took 
action against trades-union leaders and 
Communists whom they prosecuted and 
imprisoned, that they gloated over it as a 
fact. Why, the then hon. member for Wind­
sor, now the hon. member for Kedron, went 
up to the Trades Hall and wanted to 
join in the band. Bad as these fellows are, 
it is to their credit that they would not 
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have him about the place. 'l'hen he was 
down in Sydney hobnobbing with Jim Healy. 

lUr. Rrans: You were with him. 
~Ir. HANLON: No, I was not. The only 

time in my life I spoke to Mr. Healy was in 
mv office. when I had a witness with me, a 
gentlemait who is now on the Industrial Court 
bench. When I was asked to see him I 
refused unless it was in the presence of a 
witness, the same as I would only see the 
hon. member for Kedron-in the presence of 
a witness. That is because I would not take 
the risk of 11·hat they would say after they 
left me. 

In actua,l fact the Opposition were sooling 
the Communist Party, on, hoping that they 
would bring about the destruction of this 
Government, and so certain were they of 
it that they went so far as to formally 
pick a Cabinet, which they were going to 
inflict on this country if the Labour Party 
was defeated. (Opposition interjections.) 
That is true. It is a pit~· that the Leader 
of the Opposition clicl not get up in this 
Chamber at the time and announce the 
members of his shadow Cabinet. That is 
the sort of humbug we get from hon. mem· 
hers opposite who attack the Labour Party. 
The members of the Liberal Party will asso· 
{~iate themselves with anything on this earth 
that will in any way contribute to the defeat 
of the Labour Party. 

Then we get the statement of the Leader 
of the Opposition that 600,000 cattle and 
5,000,000 sheep were lost because we did not 
build the rail link from Charleville to 
Blackall. Why, we have not enough trains 
to carry that number of stock, even if there 
were two links between those two points. 
That iR a fantastic and misleading statement 
marle for no other purpose than to damage 
the Government. 

Then he went on to make another silly 
statement in his speech on the Budget in 
reference to the Burclekin clam. Tl!ese are the 
criticisms of men who would hurry on 
with such great developmental schemes as the 
Obi Obi Creek dam. He said that the Govern­
ment were proceeding with the Burclekin clam 
without studying its economics, and were 
basing the scheme chiefly on the production 
of sugar. I clicl not clo anything of the kind. 
I never said that the Burclekin scheme was 
a scheme to develop the sugar industry. 

1Ur. Evans: It is on the Federal record. 
1Ur. HANLON: The hon. member is not 

so silly as to say he saw my speeches in 
Federal '' Hansarcl.' ' 

~[r. EYans: Not your speech, but the 
economic record. 

lUr. HANLON: I do not know whether 
the hon. member read anything, but I never 
stated that the economics of the scheme were 
based on sugar. Provision is made in the 
scheme for the prote~tion of the sugar· 
growers in the Ayr district who now draw 
their suppliecl of water from underground. I 
clo not know what will happen in 20, 30, or 
40 years' time, but there is sufficient land for 
the development of the sugar industry, further 
north available for increased settlement. The 

Leader of the Opposition never read any 
authoritative statement of mine to the effect 
that the main basis of the development of 
the Burclekin scheme would be sugar. Yet 
he geis up and says these things so that they 
can go out, the idea being that the people iu 
another area will think we are doing some· 
thing to hurt them and it will irritate them 
against the Government of the State. 

I suppose it is foolish to waste much tinw 
on the member for Kedron-I do not think 
anyone takes him seriously no>va,days-but 
in his speech on 19 October he said this-

'' However, no guidance is gh en to 
intending migrants by the people at 
Queenslanrl House. 

''I went there every clay whilst in Lon­
don and interviewed intending migrants. 
The staff at Queensland House would say, 
' Will you talk to these people~' and I 
would talk to them and get their hack­
grounds. 

"IVluit is wanted in Queensland House 
is someone to guide these people when they 
go there for information.'' 

These people are a long way a.way-the 
staff at Queensland House. 

jfr. Pie: A very good staff, too. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I took a 
record of the number of times the hon. mem­
ber for Kedron interjected, and I shall not 
eontinue warning him. The hon. member 
must allow the Premier to make his speech. 
He will have an opportunity later to mnk\' 
his own speech. 

~Ir. HANLON: These people are public 
servants who live a long way from Queen>-,­
land, an cl they have 1_10t much chance of 
redress. 'They are not hkely to hear of these 
statements for many months. I cabled the 
Acting Agent·General and he replied inclig· 
nantly. Referring to the statement of the 
member for Keclron, he said:-

''His statement regarding no guidance 
given to intending migrants by this office 
is gross misstatement of facts. Every 
possible information and assistance is at 
all times afforded these people. Investi­
gations made by me disclose that at no 
time was Pie requested by any members 
of my staff to interview . migrants but .I 
have ascertained that clurmg some of h1s 
calls to pick up his mail he would over­
hear conversations between the staff and 
people coming in to inqui~e regarcl~ng 
migration and would barge m proffermg 
information and his advice as many other 
Queensland visitors have similarly been 
known to do.'' 

He displays ba,cl manners, t,hen he gets up 
and makes a misstatement about a com­
petent public staff who are ~oing a': exc~llent 
ioh-" A "OOd staff," he h1mself mter.Jects. 
He makes" a statement about their incom· 
petcnce. They were being embarrassed by 
this rucle visitor from Queensland who kept 
barging into conversations between migrants 
and officers of the public service who were 
doing their job. The hon. member, having 
a standing as a member of Parliament, could 
not Yery well be treated discourteously by 
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them-they could not very well be <lis· 
courteous to him and kick him out as they 
would like to; they had to put up with him. 
I wanted to clear that matter up affecting our 
oificials. 

The hon. member gave us also a disserta­
tion on tobacco. He said-

'' I know something about it. I know 
!ww big a concern the tobacco-gnmin;· 
mdustry on the Tableland has developpr1 
into; but it is still under the control of a 
Communist, and he will be there after this 
motion goes through. That industry there 
is still under his control.'' 

It is progressing tremendously. That is 
not a bad advertisement for the Communist 
oificial. What a stupid thing to say, that the 
industry is under this man's control! This 
man is employed by a co-operative society 
and he is under the control of that society. 
They do not care about his politics as long 
as he does his .i ob. I should not like to say 
whether any man "·as a Communist unless I 
had proof. Whether he is a Communist or a 
I,iberal or a Tory or Labour, whatever he 
may be, evidently the co-operative society is 
happy about the work he is doing and he is 
under its control and not in control himself, 
as the hon. member said._ 

T"hen we get another real beauty-the acme 
of skite by the hon. member. He had this to 
say on 19 October-

" It has been said that the Government 
in power when war broke out did nothing 
to defend this State. I contradict that 
statement here and now and I lay the 
blame to the lack of defence at the door of 
the Labour Government in power. I was 
in the Caboolture area at the time; I got 
leave and came down to see William 
Forgan-Smith and said to him, 'If the 
Japanese land here we have nothing to 
fight them with; we shall only be able to 
fight them with our fists.' " 

The hon. member apparently forgot that the 
party in power when war broke out was not 
the Labour Party but the Liberal-Countr:y 
Party. The Labour Party was asked to take 
power at the end of 1941. 

The hon. member proceeded to say-
" He said, 'Is that right~ I will take it 

up with Michael Forde, the Minister for 
t!JP Army.' He did that, and as a result 
there came about a flow of arms.'' 

1ir. Farrell, did you ever hear such 
infantile skiting~ You would not think 
a fully-grown man would say such a 
thing. In 1938, 1939, and 1940, when 
we were putting up a fight to get arms 
and equipment for the defence of Queens­
land, we were ridiculed by the Liberal Party. 
The present Prime Minister sneeringly wiped 
off every application we made for assistance. 
I have a statement from the Liberal Minister 
for Defence about the defences in Queens­
land in 1941, in which he contradicted my 
statement that the North was neglected. He 
said it was utter nonsense to say there were 
no defences in the North; that there was 
a battery of artillery at Gympie. There was 
not a battery of artillery at Gympie, there 
was only half a battery. The only heavy 

armament I saw in North Queensland in 1940, 
when I went out with Colonel North, were 
two Vickers machine guns suffering from 
toothache, and the whole manoeuvre was 
stopped to admire one Boyce anti­
tank rifle. That was all that was going 
to defend ~orth Queensland in 1940. They 
were the only defences we had. But listen 
to the statement of the hon. member for 
Kedron, how he said, ''I did this and I did 
that! '' He had nothing whatever to do with 
it. 

This is another beautiful statement made 
by the hon. member. Mr. Forgan Smith took 
it up-

'' He did that and, as a result there came 
about a flow of arms.'' 

The hon. member for Ketlron also said, 
when referring to the cotton industry-

'' I know a principal of an important 
firm who came out from Great Britain tG 
start a mill here. We wanted him to start 
in Queensland and I sent him to one of 
the Ministers, who told him that cotton 
could not be grown on an economic basis 
in this State.'' 

That is bunkum. The hon. member proceeds 
to say-

'' I said to this man, 'Do not bclie1·e him : 
it can be grown on an economic basis.' I 
got Mr. Young, who was then the chairman 
of the Cotton Board, to come to my oificc 
am1 hB spent that afternoon trying to con­
vince this man that cotton could be grown 
in this State on an economic basis. How­
ever, the Minister's opinion seemed to have 
the stronger influence, and this firm built 
its big show, which will eventually employ 
1,500 people, in New South ·wales. Queens­
land could haw had that mm had this 
GoYernment had the knowledge hehind it 
to give encouragement for that industrialist 
to build it here.'' 

Is cotton grown in New South vVales ~ If 
cotton-growing had anything to do with the 
location of the mill, it would have to be in 
QuBensland, the only State that grows cotton. 
The hon. memhcr had the hide to say he 
sent this man to a Minister, who told this 
industrialist, who may be the brother-in-law 
of Santa Clans for all we know, that cotton 
could not be grown in Queen&land. The thing 
is not right. 

The hon. member then goes on to deal with 
canneries and pineapples. The hon. member 
should not talk of pineapples. You will 
remember, Mr. Farrell, th~t he made a speech 
on a development programme for Rockhamp­
ton that included a factory to can pr~wns, 
papa"·s and pineapples. 

He was going to put up a cannery to can 
prawns, papaws and pineapples but we are 
still waiting for the prawns, papaws and 
pineapples. He said-

'' I ·wanted to establish an inc1ustrv 
there to can tropical fruits and had ail 
the details prepared to place befme a 
great Ameriran manufacturing concern, 
hut the Government said, ':\'" 0, iYG must 
put in a big co-op cannery there.' That 
was five or six years ago ancl they are 
still talking about it.'' 
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He neYer approached the Government about 
any cannery in Townsville. He then goes on 
to pools of unemployed and said-

'' \V c have more unemployed in Queens­
lanll than the rest of Australia put together. 
'rhat i~ a pool that we and others are able 
to draw on.'' 

The unemployment in this State is caused 
by men changing from one job to another 
but unconsciously the hon. member lets out 
what is in the minds of thr• Liberal Party, 
and all commercial exploiters-we must have 
a pool of unemployed. 

There is a question asked this morning 
about the statement made by another Liberal 
in the Federal House about the policy of this 
GoYernment being not to allow the sale of 
workers' homes built by the Queensland 
Housing Commission. This is a bit of nasty 
slander. He goes on to say that the political 
affiliation of people is taken into consideration 
in allotting houses. I suggest that the Kedron 
A.L.P. should go into the Chermsicle area and 
ask the people if they had to become 
Labourites to get homes in that electorate. 
It is filthy slander. The people who get 
houses get them on the basis of an agreement 
with the Commonwealth Government, points 
being allotted to ex-Servicf' men and whether 
the applicant has a wife and children. 
Nothing is too low or dirty for the Liberals 
to say about the Labour Party. 

I should like to cleal now with the criticism 
of the Sugar Agreement and the industry 
generally. I was in the House when the hon. 
member for \Vhitsunclay made his attack upon 
the Central Sugar Cane Prices Board. He 
called it an octupus or a dictatorial body or 
something of that kind. He made out that it 
was a mthless dictator controlling the indus­
try without any regarcl to the industry's well­
heing. The Central Board consists of repre­
sentatives of the milleTs an cl growers and 
there is the Chairman of the Board, 
Mr. W. FoTgan Smith. MT. Wheeler, 
the growers' representative has evidently 
-and the board, too-given satisfaction 
to the growers because at the last 
election Mr. Wheeler was elected unopposed; 
no grower opposed him for membership on the 
board. I should like to ask the hon. membeT 
for Whitsunclay if he is prepared to abolish 
the board and let the sugar industry have an 
open go ! TheTe are many who would like 
to get the opportunity of growing cane. 
Would he like to see the board abolished 'I 
I can assure him that many who live in 
Brisbane and surrounding areas on small 
farms would be glad to get into cane-growing 
if the board was abolished. 

JUr. Gair: The hon. member for Mirani 
prompted him. 

~Ir. E VANS: I rise to a point of order. 
'rhe Treasurer said that I wrote his speech. 
'rhat statement is untrue and I ask that it be 
withdrawn. 

'l'he CHAIR~IAN: The Premier. 

~Ir. Gair: The hon. member says that 
1'1.'' remark is an insult. I thought I was 
eompiimenting him by saying that he was 

responsible for the writing of the speech. 
H owevor, if it is objectionable to him, I 
withdmw. The hon. member knows, as do 
all hon. members in this Chamber, that he 
prompted the hon. member for \Vhitsunclay 
throughout his speech and provided him with 
the ammunition that he fired. 

JUr. HANLON: As I was saying, the hon. 
member for Mirani prompted the hon. mem­
ber for \Vhitsunday throughout his speech. 
He made an attack on the Central Sugar­
Cane Prices Board, which to my mind is the 
foundation upon which this State's sugar 
industry rests. ·were it not foT the control 
exercised by the Central Boarcl, the sugar 
industry would be open to competition in 
the same way as any other primary industry 
in this State, and anybody who wanted to 
grow sugar could clo so. As two of the 
three members are elected by the industr~' 
itself, I cannot see that anything veTy much 
can g·o wTong. The only suggestion that 
c·oulcl perhaps be deduced from the hon. mem­
ber's remaTks is that there has been some­
thing coTrnpt or dishonest in the action of 
the members of the board. If the hon. mem­
ber knows of any dishonesty or corruption 
nn the part of l\Ir. Forgan Smith or Mr. 
\VheeleT or :Mr. MacGibbon---

JUr. EYans: There are five members on 
tlJe board. 

JUr. HANLON: If the hon. member 
knows of any dishonest;' or corruption, he 
should make a charge, instead of getting up 
and whispering behind his hand. If he does 
make a charge, I wn assure him that it will 
be investigated and that the same oppor­
tunity to justify his statements will be given 
to him as was given recently to the hon. 
member for Kedron. 

The one satisfaction that I derived from 
listening to the hon. membeT 's speech was 
that it was typicallv a commission agent's 
speech. In watching the interests of the 
growers, the board does not look after those 
of the land-jobber, the commission agent, or 
the speculator in the industTy. The interests 
of the commission agent clo not run parallel 
with those of the cane-groweT; rather do 
they run contrary to them. It would suit 
the commission agent if people regularly sold 
their cane farms, as he could then Tegularly 
rake in commission. ·when commission agents 
complain about the actions of the Central 
SugaT Cane PTices Board, it causes me to 
think that that board is functioning in the 
interests of the gTowers and that the inteTests 
of the commission agents are not being 
nttencled to. 

'rho hon. member for Mirani had a good 
deal to say about the agreement that I had 
the privilege of negotiating in London, not 
as the Premier of Queensland, but as a repre­
sentative of the Commonwealth GoveTnment. 
J should like bTiefly to emphasise the advan­
tages that that agTeement gives to the indus­
tr,v. From 1950 to 1952 inclusive, the 
l!nited Kingdom will take the whole of Aus­
tralia's sugar surplus at a negotiated price, 
i rrespectiYe of what quantity is sent. From 
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1953 to 1957 inclusive, the United Kingdom 
will take 600,000 tons of sugar a year; it 
has guaranteed to take that quantity--

Mr. E~ans: That is not correct. 

'l'he CHAIRitiAN: Order! 

Jir. HANLON: The hon. member for 
Mirani has done considerable injury to the 
sugar industry by his speeches both here 
and in election campaigns throughout the 
country. Attacks on the agreement that have 
been made up and down the country by mem­
bers of the Opposition have crea'ted the 
idea in Canberra that it is not wanted with 
the result that it has not yet been signed, 
although it was negotiated 12 months ago, 
and it might not be signed if this sort of 
thing keeps up When I was on my way 
hack from England the Federal administra­
tion changed from a Labour Government to 
a Libera~-Country Party Coalition, and I 
l•ave agam taken the matter up with the 
Prime Minister and asked him to get on with 
:11e s.ign~ng of the agreement. (Opposition 
lli terJectJOns.) 

The CHAIRJUAN: Order! The Premier 
is making a very important statement and I 
hope hon. members will allow him to do it 
without interruption. 

Itlr. HANLON: Negotiations are now 
proceeding that may result in a slight increase 
in the guaranteed market of 600,000 tons. 
The ngreement last year was a guarnnteed 
price for 300,000 tons. 

Jir. Evans: Not a guaranteed price. 

Itir. HANLON: The hon. member mav 
misquote as much as he likes but the words 
in the agreement are ''guaranteed price.'' 
It does not matter how much the hon. mem­
?e; may quibb~e and mislead-he is doing an 
~nJury to the mdustry by creating a feeling 
m the South against the agreement. 
The impression in the South is that the 
sugar industry is a coddled industry subsi­
dised by the Commonwealth Governm~nt. I 
guarantee ~hat if a referendum of the people 
of Australia. was taken on the subject of 
sugar-protection tomorrow, sugar-protection 
would come to an end because of the false 
impressions created by hon. members 
opposite. 

Let me get on with the agreement. The 
amount of 300,000 tons is to go at world 
market price. Then there is the Canadian 
preference and that is a higher preference 
than the U.K. preference. The other night 
the hon. member for Mirani said that he 
deplored the fact that some of the sugar had 
to go to Canada. That is the saving grace 
of the whole thing-a Canadian preference 
of a cent a lb. 

Jir. EV AN S: I rise to a point of order. 
What I said the other night was that the 
market in Canada and the Canadian prefer­
ence could be taken away at any time accord­
ing to the wishes of the Canadian Govern­
ment. 

i1Ir. HANLON: The hon. member cer­
tainly gave the Chamber the impression that 
he was disappointed to think that some of 
the sugar had to go to Canada, but I have 
pointed out that the Canadian preference 
exceeds the U.K. preference, and it is to- our 
advantage to get all the sugar we can into 
Canada. If we could get all of the 300,000 
tons into Canada over the guaranteed price, 
that would he all to the good. The hon. 
member says that the Canadian preference 
could he abolished at any time, and so it 
can, but preference is a two-way undertaking. 
If the Canadian Government abolished the 
preference on sugar, Australia could abolish a 
preference on motor cars against the Canadian 
Government, and so bring about a 
levelling-up. Canada has been one of the 
most loyal members of the British Common­
wealth of Nations in the observance of these 
agreements. 

One of the host features of the agree­
ment is that it is for six years, that you 
must have six years' notice of any altera­
tion. At the end of this year the parties to 
the agreement will be consulted again to see 
whether they desire to have it extended for 
another year. It is an agreement for seven 
years to operate from 1 January last, but in 
December the parties to the agreement will 
be consulted to see whether they agree to 
another year's extension. Next year the same 
thing will happen again. As long as the 
parties agree, the agreement goes on, but if 
there is to he an alteration we are to have 
six vears' notice of it. We shall know for 
six years in advance what the market is to 
be and that is n tremenilous advantage. \Vp 
have never had that bdore. As a matter 
of fact, in the past we have been negotiating 
agreements in respect of the sugar industry 
after the land had been broken up, the cane 
planted, and it was almost ready to bP 
harvested. 

In future we shall know six years in 
advance of any alteration in the agreement, 
and every local board and every sugar farmer 
will be aware of the fact that a market will 
be available to them and how much sugar 
they can plant six years in advance. The hon. 
member for Mirani attacked that agreement. 
He pointed out that everything was wrong 
with it. 

1Ur. EV ANS: Mr. Farrell, I rise to a 
point of order. I never suggested anything 
was wrong with the agreement. (Govern­
ment laughter.) I spoke of the effect of this 
agreement and I said that the Premier did 
tell untruths in connection with it. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

7Ur. EVANS: Have I no right to make an 
explanation~ 

'l'he CHAIR:.rtiAN: The hon. member 
can rise to a point of order but not make a 
speech. 

Mr. EV ANS: I am stating--

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member 
cannot make a speech. 
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Jir. EVANS: The Premier stated that I 
said evPrything was wrong with the agree­
ment. I only pointed out the effects of the 
agreement and said that there was no need 
for the Premier to tell untruths about it. 

. Jir. HANLON: We will forget about the 
hon. member and telling untruths. I am 
not in the habit of doing so. I am not a 
Liberal or a sell-out Country man. I suppose 
I could be accused of telling untruths, but I 
do not. The hon. member for Mirani had not 
a good word to say for the agreement. If he 
looks at '· Hansard'' he will find I inter­
jected. ''Do the growers want the agree­
ment?'' The impression the hon. member 
created \Yas that the sugar-growers did not 
want the agreement. That was the impression 
he tried to create. He tried to make sugar­
growers dissatisfied. I say very definitely 
that these attacks on the sugar industry under 
the guise of attacking this Labour Govern­
ment are doing the sugar industry a lot of 
harm, and I say now, as I said in the Press. 
that if the hon. members for Mirani and 
Whitsunday are sincere in their attacks on 
the Central Sugar-Cane Prices Board and 
the Sugar Agreement it is time that the 
sn~ar-growers let us know whether they 
h~hew them or not. They can still get rid 
of the agreement. If I wrote to l'IIT. Menzies 
and told him that the sugar-growers did not 
want to renew the agreement he would be 
only too glad to say he would not sign it. 
No-one has any say in the signing of the 
agreement but the Ministers of the Menzies 
Government. All that has to be clone is for 
the industry to say it approves of the agree­
ment and I will communicate with Mr. 
::VIenzies and ask him to sign this agreement. 
I do deplore this continuous tirade and 
attacks on the State of Queensland in an 
endeavour to damage the Government. Surely 
hon. members opposite can dissociate their 
hatred of the Labour Party and the working 
people from the welfare of the country in 
which they live. They should be able to do 
that. 

The recent Premiers' Conference came in 
for quite a lot of discussion. The whole 
atmosphere of the Premiers' Conference was 
bad. The conference opened with an attitude 
by the Prime Minister that anything he said 
had to be taken as true and factual by all 
members there. We promptly got into trouble 
because the Premiers of the various States, 
who were the members of the conference were 
not going to be browbeaten by a ma~ who 
was just over-swollen by his own sense of 
importance because he had just recently won 
an election. 

'fhe Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
refened to the practice of carrying out 
works from revenue. Everyone knows that 
is being done today. But after denying to 
the Premiers' Conference that the money 
for :my public works was coming out of 
re\·enue, when we got to the Loan Council 
Mr. Fadden admitted that they proposed to 
do -£fl0,000,000 worth of public works out 
of revenue-he did not admit it was out 
of 1·cvenue but he said they would do £90 
million \\·orth of public works, and they had 

not 1s. on the Loan Council agenda paper, 
which is an admission that they were to do 
£90,000,000 worth of work but had not made 
provision for 1s. with which to do it. It 
was those falsehoods continually levelled at 
us that irritated all Premiers, not only 
Labour Premiers but the Premiers of other 
political parties, particularly the Premier 
of South Australia. 

I ·want to point out that under the Com­
monwealth Constitution Federal Government 
revenue surpluses are allocated to the States. 
'l'he Commonwealth have always evaded that 
provision by allocating revenue surpluses to 
certain trust funds. There was a case in 
1910 when the New South Wales Government 
sued the Commonwealth for the sum of 
£160,000, being its share of a surplus that 
was made in June that year. The practice 
had been followed at the end of the year 
of allorating all surpluses to some trust 
fund. ·when that was found to be danger­
ous, they began allocating surpluses each 
month to two funds-the Coastal Defence 
Fund-and nothing was ever spent on that­
and a fund for old-age pensioners. In that 
way they were defeating the Constitution. 
The High Court ruled that they were 
entitled, in the year in which the revenue 
was collected to allocate it to funds required 
for future use. When we look at the Com­
monwealth Constitution, we find thnt the 
reason chose sections were put in it was that 
at Federation the Commonwealth took from 
the States their main source of revenue, 
which \Yas customs and excise; so they made 
provision, in Sections 89, 93 and 94 of the 
Commonwealth Constitution, for the reim­
bursement of surpluses f1·om those funds to 
the States. 

The same thing applies to the disburse­
ment of the single tax. When the single 
tax was introduced the main source of 
revenue of the States was income tax. The 
framers of the Commonwealth Constitution 
were not prepared to !rave the States with­
out something in return for their main 
source of revenue, without making some 
provision for an alternative source-the 
altemative source being the surpluses they 
expected the Commonwealth would have. 
The position when uniform taxation came 
about was the same, income tax being the 
main revenue of the States, I contended 
that under the Commonwealth Constitution 
the surplus income tax should be distributed 
among the States. It is not right for the 
Commonwealth to tax people £90,000,000 
more than the Commonwealth requires and 
spend it on capital works so that it will not 
have a surplus, or, when it makes a surplus, 
to refuse to reduce taxation but divert it 
to capital works and so leave the State 
short of money. 

One of the strange proposals made by the 
Treasurer, :M;r. Fadden, was that he would 
have to borrow the £37,500,000 for the war 
gratuity to soldiers. He admitted it had 
been raised by taxation and put into a trust 
fund, but he said that the trust fund was 
used to redeem Treasury bills and therefore 
he proposed to borrow £31,500,000 to rep la, P 
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it. That means that the taxpayers, haYing 
paid £37,500,000 in tax for the purpose of 
paying those gratuities, will be called upon 
when he borrows £37,500,000 to pay a tax 
against the interest and redemption on that 
amount. They will have to pay £37,500,000 
twice, plus the interest on £37,500,000. 

The CHAIRIUAN: Order! Under the 
Standing Oruers there is no provision for an 
extension of time for an hon. member in 
Committee but if there is an hon. member in 
the Committee who will move for an exten­
sion of time to enable the Premier to com­
plete his speech I will accept the motion. 

lion. W. POWER (Baroona-Secretarv 
for :\lines and Immigration) : I moye-

' 'That the Premier be granted an exten­
sion of time to enable him to complete his 
speech.'' 

The CIIAIR1UAN: Order! Is it the 
pleasure of the Committee that the Premier 
be given an extension of time to enable him 
to complete his speech~ 

Ilononrable ~I embers: Hear, hear! 

~Ir. Aikens: Divide! 

:IIr. 1Valsh: Democracy still rules. 

:llr. Aikens: Democracy for him but not 
for us. 

JUr. NICKLIN: I rise to a point of order. 
As it is the Premier of the State who is 
S)Waking we mny be inclined to afford him the 
priYilege of concluding his speech. But the 
question of granting an extension of time in 
Committee is nPw and this motion mnst be 
considered as something that we do not want 
to see made a precedent. In view of the fact 
tl~at tho Premier is making an important 
statement of State we will not oppose such a 
motion on this occasion. 

Jlr. AIKENS: Divide! I rise to a point 
of order. Mr. Farrell, you put the question 
and asked for the ''A ves'' and ''Noes '' an cl 
I said "No" and called for a division. 

'flw CIIAIR:1IAN: Order! 

lUr. IIANLON: Mr. Farrell, I thank the 
Leader of the Opposition for the courtesy 
extended me. 

Jir. TURNER: I rise to a point of order. 
Ts the hon. member for l\fundingburra in 
order iu giving the Nazi sign and marching 
from tho Chamber~ 

i!Ir. Aikens: That is quite true. I gave 
it nnd I think I was entitled to giye it. 

Mr. HANLON: The courtesy of the 
Leader of the Opposition throws into con­
trast the ignorance of the hon. member for 
~rnndingburra. I thank the hon. gentleman, 
as I have important figures to quote in order 
to give an idea of the position. I am sure 
hon. members will like to have this 
information. 

The question of stabilising the £1 camp 11p 

and the only suggestion we got from the 
Prime ~Iinister or :\fr. Fadden was that tl1e 

States shoulu arrest their loan expenditure­
we shou!rl cut out our borrowing and so reduce 
employment, and according to :\ir. :M:enzies 
in that wm· we should reduce the amount of 
money in circulation. We contended that was 
not the way to tnekle the problem. They 
also contended that the way to stabilise the 
£1 "·as to peg \rages. The way was to peg 
prices. If you peg the basic wnge without 
pegging or redncing prices every increase 
thereafter is a prosperity increase, which 
big industry can well afford to carry. The 
pegging of prices is the basis. 

\\' e export a qunntity of sugar and at the 
present time sugar that is exported is bring­
ing between £7 and £8 a ton over the price 
for sugar sold in Australia. We do not allow 
the Australian sugar-growers to increase the 
price for local consumption because there is 
an increase of £7 or £8 on that price for 
sugar exported. 'l'he Australian requirements 
of- sugar must be assured and the sugar sold 
at a price based on the --

)Jr. ,JESSON: I rise to a point of order. 
It appeat·s to me that this interruption by 
the Opposition is organised. The Premier is 
maldng a speech and I am trying to listen 
to him a11<l the figures he is giving. Jiut 
o11·ing to the interruptions of the Opposition 
I nm not able to hear a word the !ton. 
gentlem~n is saying. 

Tile CHAIRl\IAN: Order! I ask hon. 
members to refrain from exchanging con­
versation in loud tones. There is too much 
of it. 

)lr. IIAXLON: Sugar and wheat are 
both controlleu and only surplus production 
in this country is allowed to be exported at 
the higher price. Sufficient sugar and wheat 
are kept in the country at Australian-con­
sumption prices to supply the requirements of 
this country. The total receipts are pooled 
and the grower gets a fair average price. 
You can't help put value back into the pound 
unless the same thing is done with regaru to 
our metals, wool, ancl other primary products 
-fixing the Australian quota and the over­
seas quota and in fixing the Australian price 
allow for the receipt of so much as can be 
got on the overseas market. That would be 
a means of stabilising the pound, because it 

.is not so important to revalue the pound as 
to stabilise it. It would be of advantage to 
the State in some directions to revalue the 
pound on a par with sterling. We should 
save £700,000 on our overseas commitments 
and we should save exchange on railway roll­
ing stock and heavy equipment that are being 
bought overseas. Looking at it from the 
Treasury angle alone, the revaluation of the 
pound on a par with sterling would be of 
great help to the Treasurer, but the thing to 
consider is whether it will help the people 
of the State. That is what we have to con­
sider. We can do something by preventing 
the pound from depreciating any further; it 
is depreciating every day. Unless prices are 
pegged there is no way by which the position 
can be corrected; you cannot keep prices 
down by pegging wages. The pegging of 
wages does not stop the competition between 
the ordinary working man, the man who is 
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better off, and the wealthy when goods are 
in short supply. All it does is to see 
that less of the scarce commodities is 
obtained by the working people and more 
by the wealthy people. Therefore the peg­
ging of prices is the first thing to do. It 
is a terrillle pity that in the Prime Minister 
we have not got a leader of this country with 
the courage to face up to that position. I 
know that he is unpopular with some people. 
Anything you do will make you unpopular 
with some. The bulk of our advisers advising 
Governments advise them to act in the inter­
ests of the individual advising. For instance, 
the wool-grower does not want the wool price 
peggeu and the butter-producer does not want 
the price of his product pegged, the commer­
cial man does not want his profits pegged, 
and the manufacturer does not want his 
prices pegged, and the fellow with commit­
ments overseas immediately wants the pound 
to be on a par with or above sterling, so that 
he can get his goods in cheaper. The man 
with "hot" money in Australia, gambling 
on the exchange, wants it revalued on a par 
with sterling. According to the Common­
wealth Bank, some £300,000,000 of gambling 
money is being transferred to Australia for 
the purpose of cashing in on the exchange. I 
hope the Governor of the Commonwealth 
Bank will rigorously do what he hinted he 
will do, prohibit the export of "hot" money, 
make it stay here and make it work here 
and not let anybody take £40,000,000 or 
£50,000,000 out of this country for nothing. 

We come now to the dollar loan that 1fr. 
Menzies mentioned. In the first place I 
would point out that the dollar loan is not 
a great gift to Australia. The interest rate 
is high. 

3Ir. Nicklin: Not particularly. 

3Ir. HANLON: 3~ per cent. plus 1 per 
cent. 

3Ir. Pie: What is the average lendinl'; 
rate here~ 

1\Ir. HANLON: The rate at which the 
Government borrow is 31; per cent., ~whereas 
1JJc interest on this loan is 3:! per rent. plus 
1 per cent., a total of 4:! per cent. India 
obtained a loan at 2:! per cent. plus 1 per 
rent., Finland at 2 per cent. plus 1 per cent., 
.Jugoslavia at 2 per cent. plus 1 per cent., 
[illd the loan made vrevious to that to Aus­
tralia ~was to El Salvador, at 3± per cent. 
plus 1 per cent. \Ve do not se0m to havC' 
achieved anything >Yonc1erful. 

However, I should like to say that the 
dollar loan is a hsolutPly justified as long as 
the money is spent on urgently-requirer1 
capital Cf!Uipmcnt that will enable this 
eountr.r to recreate its own interest ani1 
redemption. If the 100,000,000 dollnrs is 
not spent on goods that will create their ow't 
repayment the loan will be a handicap, 
J,ecause it will mean that we shall he paying 
hnck immediately 4,500,000 dollars more than 
we are already committed for, and in a few 
years, when redemption vayments have to be 
made, 7,500,000 dollars will have to he sent 
to America each vear. Unless the amount 
of 100,000,000 doliars is put into capital 

equipment that will create something to repay 
the loan, it will be a dead loss to this 
country. 

I come now to the means of meeting the 
loan. At the present time, we import into 
this country each year 10,000,000 dollars' 
viOrth of tobacco and about 8,000,000 dollars' 
worth of cotton from hard-currency countries, 
suclJ as the United States of America, Egypt 
and Brazil. \Vith the development of our 
water resources in the North, we can create 
the means of repaying the amount of 
I ,500,000 dollars a year to America. In 
the Burc1ckin, \Valsh and Dimbulah areas 
:::lone we can create the means of paying 
the interest and redemption on the loan, and 
that is >vhy I say that the Bunlekin scheme 
is urgent anll important. 

I should now like to den! >Yith the grants 
received from the Tax Reimbursenwnt :Fund. 
'l'o my mind, these reimbursements are fan­
tastically dishonest. For instance, compare 
t!Je position of Queensland with that of South 
Australia. Queensland, with its huge area, 
receives £12,000,000 from this fund, which is 
equal to £10 J 2s. a head of the populntion. 
South Australia, on the same formula, 
receives £6,029,000, but through the hack 
i[oor the Fclleral Government have increasell 
their hnndout to South Australia by 
£5,:100,000. 

~Ir. Pie: Queensland did not apply for 
that, did it' 

)Ir. HANLON: No, but we are entitled 
to a fair deal; it all comes out of the Com­
monwealth's revenue, to which Queensland 
l1as to eontribute. Queensland receives 
£10 J 2s. a head of population from the Tax 
Heimhursemcnt Fund as against South Aus­
trnlia 's £16 1 Os. On a population basis, 
t"onth Austrnlin receives in tax grants 56 per 
cent. more than Queensland. vVe have an 
m·c::t of 600,000 square miles to look after, 
'l"hercas the mnjmity of South Australia's 
population is situated >vithin 150 miles of 
Adelaide. As our schools, hospitals, police 
and various other social services are scattcrel1 
over 600,000 square miles of country, we 
naturally have a much more costly task than 
has South Australia. Of course, other fae­
tms have to be considered; I am not begrud­
ging South Australia the extra help she 
receives because I know she has compara­
tively few natural resources in the immediate 
vicinity of Adelaide. 

I am not complaining about that at alL 
I do not begrudge South Australia this addi­
tional help, and I am not suggesting that 
she should not get something outside the 
formula, hut I am saying that we are not 
getting a fair deal in Queensland. 

lUr. Munro: Why not proceed along the 
lines of my suggestion~ 

lUr. HANLON: I did not hear the hon. 
member's suggestion, but I can assure him 
that if there is any suggestion that has not 
been made I should be very surprised­
thousands of suggestions have been made. 
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I heard hon. members opposite say that 
the Federal Labour Government never gave 
this State a fair deal, but we always got 
from the Federal Labour Government suffi­
cient to balance our Budget, and we are not 
getting it this time. We shall be in tremend­
ous difficulties, and do not forget that diffi­
culties grow from an unbalanced Budget. 
Whatever deficit we have this year will have 
to be funded and will have to carry a plus 4 
per cent. redemption charge, something about 
7 per cent. next ye[lr on any clebt that we 
have this year. Debts are dangerous today, 
and that provision was adopted to try to com­
pel State Treasurers to balance their Budgets. 
It has worked very ·well so far. When Mr. 
Chifiey was Treasurer we were always able to 
get enough to balance the Budget when we 
were able to point out to him the amount 
required for our needs, but today three of 
the main States are budgeting for deficits, 
and South Australia is budgeting for a small 
deficit too. The whole position is unsatis­
factory to everybody, and there was. no more 
savage critic of the present arrangement than 
Mr. Playford, the Premier of South Australia. 
Sooner or later we shall have to adopt a better 
method of disbursing this money, because 
everything that is being done now is building 
up the inflation. Every inflationary move 
improves the income of the Commonwealth­
it increases income tax, payroll tax, excise 
duty, entertainment tax, social service contri­
butions, and so on, while at the same time the 
States' expenditure goes up, not their 
incomes. For the first four months of this 
year there was an increase of 20 per cent. 
in customs and excise duty, amounting to 
£8,568,000. The Commonwealth Government 
are making a profit out of this all the time. 
Every basic-wage increase helps the Common­
wealth Government, because £1 a week increa·se 
in the basic wage means a tremendous 
increase .in the number of taxpayers, and in 
the number raised to new level of income. 

llir. Morris: But it costs them money 
too. 

lUr. HANLON: It certainly costs them 
money; too, but they take in more than they 
put out. It increases the number of tax­
payers, and raises a big number to a higher 
rate and so the Commonwealth Government 
are able to recoup themselves the extra 
cost incurred in paying their officers. That 
does not apply to the State Government. We 
are getting 200,000 immigrants every year, 
but every one that comes to this country 
means a profit of £45 a year to the Federal 
Government in increased revenue, but a loss 
of £10 10s. a year to the State Government 
in social services, and that is after allowing 
for some slight increase for such things as 
freights and fares. The Commonwealth 
makes a profit. These figures have been 
worked out by Mr. Colin Clark. The moment 
a migrant gets off the boat and buys a packet 
of cigarettes, or has a pint of beer he con­
tributes to the Commonwealth revenue, while 
he at the same time becomes a charge on the 
expenditure of the State; therefore, 200,000 
migrants a year mean a gain to the Common­
wealth of £9,000,000 and a net loss to the 
State of £4,800,000. 

I will not keep hon. members much longer. 
I want to thank the Leader of the Opposi­
tion for his courtesy in this matter, because 
I wanted to make this contribution to the 
debate. The Deputy Leader of the Opposi­
tion gave us the real key to the Budget. He 
said that it firstly made a real contribution 
to defence; secondly, that it recognised the 
pressing need for the development of the 
State, and thirdly, that it protected the 
State from inflation, or that it made a con­
tribution to correcting inflation. He passes 
on to the State the major responsibilities of 
the Commonwealth Government, namely, the 
defence of the country and the correction of 
inflation. Those are solely the responsibility 
of the Commonwealth. As far as the devel· 
opment of the country is concerned, at no 
time has it been proceeding at such a pace 
as it is today. Development is a major 
contribution to the settlement and defence 
of the northern parts of our State. Right 
from the Far North, where the Dimbulah­
Walsh River dam and irrigation scheme will 
encourage tol'bacco-growers-the dam is 
under way-to the Tully hydro-electric 
scheme, the Burdekin dam scheme, the 
Queensland-British Food Corporation's 
Scheme in Central Queensland, the construc­
tion of roads into the Central \Vest, and the 
investigations into tlw Nogoa River dam 
scheme, all major development works will 
have a tremendous effect on our population 
and ·wealth-production. They will also play 
a major part in the defence of the Common­
wealth. 

I do hope that hon. members will keep in 
mind that inflation keeps building up Com­
momvealth revenue at the expense of the 
State whose Public Service officers and I are 
at their wits' end to cope with it. Finally 
I ask them to keep in mind also a proper 
understanding of the difficulties of the Gov­
ernment in carrying on and if they do they 
will be more helpful in dealing with matters 
as they arise than they otherwise could be. 

Government lUembers: Hear, hear! 

Mr. PIE (Kedron) (3.38 p.m.): The 
Premier has put his speech back to front. 
The latter part of it contained the soundest 
logic. The last part is what this Committee 
has been looking for, some indication of the 
important things confronting this State in 
its development. If the Premier's speech 
had been made back to front, and he had 
given us those things first instead of per­
sonal abuse, hon. members on this side would 
have felt that perhaps he was fit to be 
Premier. I have always held that the 
Premier has real ability, but the depths to 
which he can sink are below the depths of 
any backbencher on his side of the House. 

Dr. DITTlliER: I rise to a point of 
order. I, as a backbencher, object to that 
individually. As the term backbencher 
includes me I find that the statement is offen· 
sive to me and I ask that it be withdrawn. 

'fhe CHAIR~IAN: The hon. member 
for Mt. Gravatt objects to being put in that 
eategory and I therefore ask the hon. mem­
h0r for Kedron to withdraw that statement. 
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Mr. PIE: If the hon. member for 
Mt. Gravatt objects to being put in that 
category-which is a category I do not 
uuderstand-I will accept his denial, but I 
do not know what it is all about. 

This State as a whole is receiYing the 
greatest revenue it has ever receiYed but the 
inflationary spiral is causing it grave con­
cern. 

If the 'freasurer had made provision for 
the contingent liabilities set out by hon. 
members on this siile he woulil have lmdgeteil 
for a nm ·h greater deficit than he has 
fi50,00:I. lt is a phony Budget· it is not ~ 
true refietotion of the State's r~al position. 
h1 the Budg~t are works that cannot pos­
"lbly IJe earned out in the next 12 months, 
anr1 the Government know that. I say r1efi­
nitely that it would be wiser for the Govern­
lnent or any individual to come out into the 
open and say to the Commonwealth Govern­
ment, ''If we can do these works, this is 
what we shall ne~d.'' The shortage of man­
]'Ower and matenal will make it impo~sible 
for the Government to spend what theY 
e.sti~nate for in the· development programme. 
No 1t goes on year after year-these promises 
0f what the Government are going to ilo. 

_ 1 do n<,t intend to <leal any further with 
iJ1e B~~get because the Deputy Leader of the 
(~ppos1t10n, the Leader of the Opposi-
1lon, and the hon. memher for 'l'oo-
11-ong, who are equipped with far greater 
knowledge than any member on the Goyern­
ment side in financial affairs have put the 
casp very ably and effectivelY.' What I ,mnt 
to hring before the Committee is the evidence 
that I could not put before the Roval Com­
mission on the Golden Casket. This is the 
tirst oprortunity I have had of publiclY 
making ~ statement in regard to the mattp;-. 
If I us0 copious notes, which I shall I craye 
your indulgence, because I do not 'want to 
<>xaggerate any fact in the matter. I want 
t:J quote examples that will prove concln· 
s1vely that there is an underhand racket 
going on ~n relation to the relationship 
hetween tlns State Government and this 
R(Halled Golden Investments. 

The Premier, with his cheap political gibe 
--you rPmember how he said when the terms 
of reference were drawn up that people 
should shut their mouths unless they were 
prepared to bring evidence forward to the 
R~y~l Co:nmi~sion-said again, ''The com­
uusswn w1ll. g1ve everyone an opportunity to 
fay everythmg they want.'' How farcical 
that statement turned out to be! I want 
to mak~ it clear to the people of Queenslanil, 
Anstraha, New Zealand, Canada, India and 
~]] countries "·here Golden Investments 
operate illegally as an instrument of the 
Queensland Government that not one person 
w~o offered through us was called to give 
ev1den~e on oath, that not one person who 
had giVen us sworn declarations of com­
plaints was called as a witness before the 
commission to s_nbstantiate his complaint. As 
a contrast I vVlll show that the commission 
h~ving full kn?wledge of our evidence, per: 
m1tted. the callmg of certain people to rebut 
the evH1encc that some of our witnesses would 

have giYcn on oath had they been afforded 
nu opportunity to do so. I contend that the 
adviser to the commission was distinctly par­
tisan towards the Premier and the Premier's 
close friend and colleague-if colleague is 
the correct woril to describe this peculiar 
association that exists with Gray or Yarg 
nnd Golden Investments. I make that grave 
charge adviseilly-that the adviser was 
markedly biased against me so much so that 
at an early stage in the proceedings I was 
forced to ask the learned judge if he 
,,-as not acting as the commission's prosecu­
to_r rather than acting as an impartial 
advocate. 

lUr. F. E. ROBERTS: I rise to a 
point of order. Is the hon. member for 
Kedron in order in levelling the grave charge 
he is doing against an honourable judge, and 
a gentleman who since the commission sat 
has been appointed to the judiciary of 
Queensland, without a substantive motive~ 

The CHAIRl\IAN: Order! No refer-
ence was made to His Honour the judge. 
There was no reflection on the judge. 

"lir. PIE: Many people in their ignor­
ance of the position that existed have asked 
why such-and-such a person had not come 
forward to give evidence, why we did not 
insist on their being called, what happened to 
all the people who had written letters to 
ns ~ That is what they wanted to know and 
that is something that deserved explanation. 
I know this Committee and the people of 
Queensland, in the interests of fair play, 
are anxiously awaiting that explanation. 
Does this Committee realise that we were not 
permitted to call anybody in order to give 
evidence~ I repeat that we were not per­
mitted to call anybody. All we were per­
mitted to do was to submit the names of 
persons who desired to give evidence, together 
with the evidence they proposed to give. All 
information passed then to the Crown Law 
Office and presumably to the adviser 
to the commission with advice whether or 
,not these people should be called. Did 
anyone ever hear of such a farcical position~ 
How could truth and justice possibly be 
served under such circumstances! We also 
had many others wanting to give evidence 
on oath such as Charles Keen, who was the 
officer granted 12 months' leave of 
absence by the Premier in 1946 to exercise 
the rights given to him and Mr. Carter to 
sell Casket tickets outside Queensland-to 
break the laws of other States and sister 
dominions. 

I"et me prove this-I am not making idle 
statements. In '' Hansard'' of 1936, at page 
1387, _we read this statement made by the 
Premier, then Secretary for Health and Home 

·Affairs-

'' After his retirement from Parliament 
Mr. Carter started a business in the city 
and he and an officer of the Home Secre­
tary's Department, who obtained 12 
months' leave of absence, were given the 
right to sell outside of Queensland on 
exactly the same terms as Golden Invest­
ments.'' 
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and on page 1427 the Premier then said-
' 'I pointed out yesterday that Mr. 

Carter, a late colleague of hon. members 
opposite, and a Mr. Keen, :first undertook 
the business of selling 'Casket' tickets 
outside the State. They had the agency 
on the same terms as Golden. Investments 
for six months.'' 

They held an agency to break the laws of 
other States and sister dominions at the con­
nivance of the Premier of this State. 

A Government :!\'I ember: Keen was a 
Liberal candidate. 

lllr. PIE: He claimed he had evidence 
that would expose the Government on this 
fantastic Golden Investments racket. I do 
not know what this evidence was. He was 
advised to see the Crown Law Office and 
nothing further was heard of him or his 
evidence. -

Another public servant had offered to come 
before tlw commission and give evidence on 
oath but he was not allowed to give evidence, 
the CPown Law Office no doubt ruling again 
that his evidence was not within the terms of 
reference. 

JUr. Walsh: Who was that? 

lUr. PIE: I will lay the whole file on 
the table. 

He had vital evic1ence implicating the 
Premier. 

j}fr. Walsh: Who was that? 

:ilir. PIE: Let me read the extract. I 
will put the whole on the table if the hon. 
member wishes. The extract says-

'' About 1935 I was officially engaged 
with the audit of the Golden Casket office 
and some matters of importance connected 
with the newly-formed firm of Golden 
Investments came under audit scrutiny. 
I was told something by one Noble, then 
manager of the Golden Casket, regarding 
this firm. Noble said he was very much 
opposed to the conditions regarding com­
I~ission given to the firm by you as Home 
Secretary and that the firm had rented 
p1·emises from the Public Curator adjacent 
to the Golden Casket at your suggestion, 
and that he felt so sore about it that he 
was not going to hand over for nothing 
to Golden Investments the business with 
Rankine in Canada that he personally had 
fostered.'' 

And this is important-
'' At your suggestion.'' 

'·That is to say, the present Premier-
'' I visited your home at Paddington one 

night subsequently and told you of Noble's 
statement, of the dilemma I was in regard­
ing Audit Office administration, that no 
written agreement was in existence regard­
ing Golden Investments and its working 
arrangements with the Casket Office, of the 
construction that Noble had placed on the 
absence of such an agreement, that Noble 
was running 'a young Golden Investments' 
with Rankine in Canada and he was ac1Yerse 
to handing this business over. The out-

come of the interview was that I was to 
formulate the terms of a working arrange­
ment between the Home Secretary (your­
self) and the firm of Golden Investments. 
I was not to inform Beal' '-

who was then the Auditor-General-
" of the visit to your home o1· to discuss 
with him the matter of the agreement. I 
complied with this arrangement and subse­
quently the agreement was completed and 
attached by me to the audit report of the 
Golc1en Casket Art Union. My memory is 
that the agreement was not compiled by 
the Crown Solicitor's office, but a firm o.f 
solicitors in Brisbane.'' 

This was Cannan and Petersen, a reputable 
:firm. 

''At the interview you discussed Noble in 
adverse terms and showed considerable 
antipathy to that officer. When the agree­
ment between the Home Secretary (your­
self) and Golden Investments ~was com­
pleted and signed it was found by me to 
contain additional matters regarding the 
appointment of Gray as manager of Golden 
Investments, which had been added at your 
instructions. Mrs. Gray then also regis­
tered as a half partner in Golden Invest­
ments and her husband was the manager 
of the firm. When the other Tegistered half 
partner, Partridge, heard of the suggested 
agreement he came to Brisbane fTom 
Sydney forthwith and I was introduced by 
Noble to Partridge. Partridge told me 
that he was opposed to the terms of the 
agreement regarding Gray, that Gray had 
been given too much power by you, and 
he also told me something regarding the 
other half partner Mrs. Gray. Partridge 
said, 'Something had been put over him by 
you and the Gra:ys.' '' 

There is the file in regard to the whole 
matter. It is there to go on the table of 
the Chamber. It gives the whole story of the 
interview with the present Premier in regard 
to this matter and if any hon. member likes 
to mo\-e accordingly, it can go on the table. 
I only want to expose this whole business. 

:ilir. Foley: Didn't that go before the 
Commission~ 

lUr. PIE: The Premier must have 
knowledge of this letter because he acknow­
ledged it. The acknowledgment is on 
the file. Those are some of the things I 
told you that this man would have to say. 
If the statements are untrue-and they are 
there in black ancl white-the Premier had 
a right to refute them if not launch legal 
proceedings, as any decent man would do. 
That man wanted to give that evidence but 
nothing was done in regard to the matter. 

Those are two only of the many whom we 
advised to see the Crown Law Office. I did 
not want to have anything to do with the 
matter and anyone who came to us we sent 
straight to the Crown Law Office, but never 
heard anything more about them. 

I agree that within the limited terms of 
Teference, the commission could not logically 
be expected to find more than it did, 
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But all fair-minded people will agree with 
its recommendations, which, in view of the 
lengths to which the Government went to 
protect themselves were beyond my expecta­
tions anyhow. I say that they were a whole­
sale condemnation of the loose administrative 
methods operating in the conducting of the 
Golden Casket, which would haYe been 
repugnant to any business concern that 
thought anything of its good name and were 
viewed with amazed horror by administra­
tors of State lotteries in other States. 

Reverting to witnesses, I say it was wrong 
in principle that none of these witnesses were 
called '"ho wen· critical of the Casket or the 
Government. However, far more serious to 
my mind-and I should like to emphasise 
this-is the fact that in many selected cases 
the statements written in good faith by these 
people, which should have formed the basis of 
€Vidence against the Golden Casket and its 
administration, were used by the Crown Law 
Office in assisting counsel advising the com­
mission in order to build up his case. In 
other words, the so-called impartial advocate, 
having received and considered the evidence 
contained in the letters in advance, and with­
out hearing any evidence on oath, proceeded 
to call evidence in rebuttal. In my opinion, 
that cannot be regarded as British justice, 
and it is with sincere regret that I find 
myself compelled in this Parliament to censure 
counsel assisting the commission for adopt­
ing such methods. 

Let me quote the example of a New 
Zealand woman who wrote a letter of com­
plaint about Golden Investments and who 
was prepaTed to substantiate her complaint 
{)n oath. Instead of calling this woman, 
counsel assisting the commission put Gray, of 
Golden Investments, into the box to tell a 
cock-and-bull story about leaving tickets in 
his drawer and forgetting to send them. 
Inc}uded in that batch of mislaid tickets were 
some belonging to people who had never 
received prizes due to them, and one of them 
was this woman to whom I have referred; 
we obtained from her a statutory declaration 
to that effect and she was prepared to give 
evidence on oath. However, she was not 
called as a witness but Gray was allowed to 
give evidence in rebuttal about having 
received cables from his shady agents to the 
effect that she could not be located, and that 
everything in the garden was lovely. I will 
tell the Chamber about Gray's shady agents a 
little later. It is a very peculiar thing that 
our representative in New Zealand was able 
to locate the prize-winner and obtain a 
statutory declaration from her while the 
Y arg-Gray operators could not. 

Another amazing aspect of this commisSIOn 
was its composition. I believe that the 
Government were grievously unfair in asking 
a learned judge of this State to preside over 
a commission that bristled with political 
implications. Surely it would have been far 
better to bring in an outside judge, as is the 
traditional practice in other States, where 
justice and not party welfare is placed first! 
This is not only my own opinion, but the 
opinion of many eminent legal practitioners, 

19:)0-2N 

and I hope that the Government will never 
again place one of our senior judges in such 
a difficult position. 

A GoYermuent l\Iember interjected. 

l\Ir. PIE: I have known Judge Mans­
field for 27 years, but I say definitely that it 
was unfair to appoint him to a position in 
which there were so many political implica­
tions. It might be all right to appoint a 
judge to normal economic commissions, such 
as the commission that investigated the fruit 
and vegetable industry, but where politics 
and political personalities are involYed, surely 
it is wrong in principle! 

I do not desire to say anything further at 
this stage about the aG.viser to the commission. 
As to the other personnel of the commission, 
I felt extremely sorry for the Auditor­
General, Mr. Crosser, and quite a ~arge body 
of opinion holds that he was unfauly placed 
by the Government in the position of being 
judge and jury on his own department's 
activities. 

Here is an extract ·from the report by the 
Deputy Auditor-General, the late Mr. J. D. 
Ross on the agreement between the manager 
of Golden Casket Union and Golden Inyest­
ments, dated 8 January, 1937, and tabl~d 
in this Parliament on 7 October, 1937-

, 'It has been suggested in some quarters 
that any system of private control such as 
Golden Investments is open to fraud, and 
that tickets of overseas clients could be 
held until the drawing, when if any of the 
particular tickets drew a prize same could 
be collected through a dummy. 

''These suggestions are condemnatory of 
all agents who despatch tic~ets through 
the mail whether oYerseas, mterstate or 
Queensland itself. The Golden Casket 
management provides against such fraud 
by having the butts of the 100,000 tick_ets 
in a casket examined befoTe each drawmg 
to ensure that a name and address is 
recorded on the butt of each ticket. 

''Golden Investments provides added 
protection to the Casket managem?nt by 
entering into a bond for £2,000 with the 
State Government Insurance Office, for the 
full and faithful performance of its work.' ' 

That is the report that was tabled iri t~e 
House and they wondered where we got It. 

Let me get along. That is how the Golden 
Casket was intended to be conducted-all the 
butts to be in the possession of the Casket 
before the drawing the same as is clone in 
New South Wales with the lottery there, but 
in 1949 fictitious names of witnesses were 
announced over the air while the winning 
butt was not even in the Casket Office at the 
time of drawing. Then when the butts did 
eventually turn up this staggering deficiency 
was treated with such contempt that names 
and addresses were written on some of the 
missing butts while others were left blank. 
And later alterations were made on the 
winning butt to cloak up what I say .was loose 
administration. That was the basis of our 
whole complaint, to the extent of the com­
mission's limited reference terms. 
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That the winning ticket was not present 
at the time of the drawing of Casket I\o. 
1367 and that it was filled in-and altered­
after the drawing, and that the prize was 
paid to Gray of Golden Investments under a 
nom de plume-the evidence before the Corn· 
mission showed this to be true on ever-y 
count. 

Without having Mr-. Ross 's repor-t before 
it the commission's recommendations make it 
clear- that gr-ave laxity had crept into the 
affairs of the Casket since that r-eport and 
the assur-ance given Parliament in 1936 by 
the then Minister for Health and Home 
Affairs, our present Premier, was not fulfilled. 
He said at page 1427 of '' Hansar-d'' for 
1936-

,' The only dispute that we had with the 
principals of the firm was in connection 
with one clause that I insisted on going 
into the agr-eement, and that was that the 
Auditor-Gener-al should have the right to 
investigate its accounts. I put that in 
deliber-ately because I know my Tory 
politican.'' 

At page 1429 of the same '' Hansard'' he 
said-

'' The Commissioner of Taxes and the 
Auditor-Gener-al can inspect their accounts 
at any time. " 

Let us be scrupulously fair to Mr. Crosser. 
The Premier has said in the debate in 1936 
that the Government had no right to audit 
the accounts of Golden Investments. I quote 
from page 1388 in the same debate where 
the Pr-emier said-

'' The Golden Investment accounts would 
be audited.'' 'l'hen he said ''Someone sug­
gested that we should call upon Golden 
Investments to give us a list of expenses. 
We have no r-ight to do that any more 
than \Ve have the right to call upon the 
hon, member for- Keppel to tell us what 
are his expenses in r-unning his 'Golden 
Casket' agency. \Ve have no interest in 
what he is doing. What he pays for- rent 
is no concem of mine. All that I am con­
eemed about is that he run the agency 
proper-ly and return the money correctly.'' 

That is r-unning his agency properly, not 
breaking the laws of other- countries. When 
he is in a corner he says, ''Get an audit,'' 
and when he is talking "freely he says, "We 
have no right to audit the accounts of Golden 
Investments.'' That is the attitude of his 
colleague Gray. 

Mr. McGill, in his best manner, thundered 
out one afternoon, ''Mr. Pie has no right 
to come here and clo what his counsel asks, 
to pr-obe into the business methods of my 
client.'' All we wanted to know was whethe'r 
the Auditor-General was auditing the affairs 
of Golden Investments. He was not. No 
oppor-tunity of any sort was given to pr-obe 
into the affairs of Mr-. Gr-ay, alias Yarg, and 
alias a few other names. i do tr-ust that the 
commission's r-ecommendations are now so 
adopted that they make mandatory a strict 
and efficient audit of Golden Investments' 
affairs, especially as they are really acting 
for the Gover-nment with overseas sales and 
particular-ly the remitting of overseas prizes. 

It is not too much to say that the Auditor­
General's perfor-mance on the opening day 
when he read a prepared reply to the argu­
ment put up by my counsel that he never 
heard, was something, to say the least of it, 
that was ver-y unhappy. I commend Mr. 
Huish, who I felt was able, because of his 
business training and pr-actical experience, to 
appreciate the astonishing weaknesses 
then operating in the Golden Casket 
administr-ation. 

If the recommendations put into this report 
are honestly implemented and .e::-actin~ly 
audited, then many of the grave laxrtres whrch 
have crept into the administr-ation of the 
Golden Casket will be eliminated. To that 
extent mv endeavours will have secured pro­
tection to scores of thousands of Golden 
Casket investors. That has been my objec­
tive fr-om the start and will remain so until 
I finish this matter. It is not finishell yet 
by a long way. 

Let me deal with the recommendations. 
'l'he limited terms of reference were beyond 
0nr expectations. They pr-ove to any unbiased 
mind that our contention about any looseness 
of administration was amply justified. Take 
Recommendation No. 1. It shows very clearly 
that there was very gr-eat laxity of adminis­
tration, and that without it the juggling of 
nnsold country r-etur-ns was possible. Where 
ilc the woTld would vou find the manager- of a 
business like the Golden Casket being per­
mitted to sell tickets verbally, not knowing 
the numbers of the tickets, or even where 
the tickets were, and not receiving any wr-itten 
confirmation of such sales~ He could se 11 
to anvone at all after the Casket was closed 
and r;o-one knew to whom he had sold them. 

This shO>Ys clearly-! am dealing with 
No. 2 now-that under- the past loose adminis­
tration these matters were left to chance. An 
important matter like the retum of unsold 
tickets was the subject of no written instruc­
tion, and the Commission rightly saw that 
such a position was preposter-ous-not know­
ing what to do with sold and unsold butts in 
conntrv centres that could not be in Bris­
Lane in time for drawing, so they put in 
recommendation No. 2. 

Recommendation No. 3 bear-s out our con­
tention that the appointment of agents was 
most casual, that it was despotic and mono­
polistic, some agents having more than one 
agency. That was pr-oved. Previously the 
agr-eement and rights of agents wer-e open 
to abuse and could var-y with the mood of 
the manager. 

No. 4. Why wasn't this done before with 
all agents~ Because the Casket was r-nn 
under Rafferty mles. 

No. 5. This r-ecommendation was getting 
at the real racket in which Golden Invest­
ments were engaged. It is only right that 
the remuneration of sub-agents and the fixing 
of the price of overseas tickets should be in 
the hands of the Golden Casket. In the past 
Golden Investments could sell overseas at any 
price they liked. 

There are more things I want to deal with. 
Having dealt with particular aspects of the 
commission's achievements let us concentrate 
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on the main deficiencies of an inquiry which 
could only be termed because of the limited 
terms of reference an expedition of white­
v:ashing, although I say it was not entirely 
white-washing, having a bucket of white-wash 
in one hand, a bucket of mud in the other, 
The Government got the white-wash anrl 1 
got the mud. (Opposition laughter.) To 
paraphrase Churchill's words, it was done 
to me because I dared strike politically at the 
Premier's soft under-belly between wind and 
water-to strike at the arrangements between 
a member of the Cabinet and a man named 
Gray or Yarg which set up a very dubious 
~gency known as Golden Investments. 

vVhom do 1Ye criticise in relation to the 
limited terms of reference~ Not the Deputy 
Premier and the Cabinet who consistently 
refused to grant any commission. I say that 
in all fairness. I say there is only one person 
to be criticised for the limited terms and 
that is the man who, when Secretary for 
Health and Home Affairs, completed arrange­
ments with this man with the string of names 
and knowingly, as a Minister, made it pos­
sible, by subterfuge, to break the laws of 
other countries and the sister dominions. I 
think all will agree that for a Minister of the 
Crown to knowingly break the laws of other 
States and countries and allow this arrange­
ment to continue after he became the leader 
e~ the State is a glaring breach of prin­
erple;-not only a breach of principle but 
rnmmally wrong to have persons of low 
repute acting as agents f<;>r Golden Invest­
ments under the authority of the Premier 
an(! as agents ultimately representing the 
Queensland Government in its illegal inter­
state and overseas activity. 

To prove what I say is correct I wish 
to quote from the reports from New Zealaml 
:and India. This is the Indian one-

" Our inquiries so far show that the 
parties named by you are very closely 
related to each other and moreover their 
addresses, though differently stated are in 
fact either care of Messrs. B. X. Furtado 
or Messrs. A. F. Abreau and Co., both of 
Dhobi Talao. The latter firm handled the 
Goa Lotteries for several years until it was 
banned by the Bombay Government.'' 
''The address of Captain Renkine 
similarly, though given as care of the 
National Bank of India Ltd. The regis­
tered address in the bank is care of Messrs. 
B. X. Furtado & Sons. Mrs. Olive 
Pereira--" 

This is another person who won a prize­
"--whose address was stated as Holland 
House, Colaba Causeway, is a partner in 
the firm of Messrs. B. X. Furtado & Sons. 
The Toscanos--" 

'rhey won about six prizes 
"--are all members of Abreau & Co. 
and the two Toscanos are the brothers-in­
law of Mr. C. F. Abreau. The Toscanos 
were staying in Yusuf Building, Dhobi 
Talao. Mr. P. Correa--" 

the agent for Golden Investments 
"--is one who was involved in a similar 
fraud in a lottery which was conducted by 
one Mr. Carberry on behalf of Janjira 

State Lottery. In this case he had posed 
for a photograph in Elphinstone Circle 
Gardens opposite the Town Hall and had 
it published as a winner of the first prize. 
He had not received his promised share 
and turned the tables on Mr. Carberry. 
The whole swindle was exposed and Mr. 
Car berry left India.'' 

And now we will have a look at New 
Zealand-

' 'The preliminary inquiries in Wellington 
revealed a surprising proportion of the 
prizes in this period going to persons either 
with a criminal record or being convicted 
or suspected bookmakers. 

"It is suspected from our sources of 
information that the principal person con­
cerned in the sale of Golden Casket tickets 
in New Zealand is one R. D. "Bob" 
Donaldson who has an address in Welling­
ton but also carries on a racing stud busi­
ness near Levin which is some 55 miles 
north of Wellington.'' 

This is the agent for Queensland. 
'' Donaldson has a long list of convictions 
as a bookmaker, commencing in 1935 and 
ending in 1945. Re has now retired from 
bookmaking so far as is known. We have 
been informed that in 1945 Donaldson, 
when in Australia with the Kiwi Concert 
Party, established an association with Mr. 
and Mrs. Gray. 

"Dealing with some of the successful 
ticket holders mentioned in your list as 
being in Wellington we make the following 
comments:-

" 'Evans and Harry Blanket'-£15,000 
17 August, 1948. 

"The 'Evans' mentioned has been found 
to be a person who either owned or held 
some interest in the Gresham Hotel, Wel­
lington, just prior to his death last year. 
It is known that there was a close associa­
tion between him and Donaldson. We can 
trace no records in respect of Evans. 

"The 'Harry Blanket' has been identi­
fied as one Mr. R. W. Harry of Welling­
ton. He was employed as a barman by 
Evans for a number of years. He is a con­
victed bookmaker and he also has a con­
viction for receiving stolen goods in 1936. 
Apparently he has several convictions of 
being on gaming premises. 

"E. N. Franklin-£350-9 May, 1949. 
"Franklin is a convicted bookmaker. 

We have no knowledge of any tie-up 
between him and Donaldson. 

"W. Hardy-£15,000-1 August, 1949. 
' 'Preliminary inquiries through the usual 

channels failed to trace any record of this 
person. 

"Mrs. Pollock-£6,000-6 October, 1947. 
''Similar comments as to Hardy. 
''In addition to the foregoing it is 

known that V. Blake, of Auckland, winner 
of £12,000 on 3 October, 1945, has a long 
list of criminal convictions.'' 

These are the people who represent this 
Government in other dominions. They are 
agents for the Golden Casket, they are agents 
for the Queensland Government. No person 
can deny that if a Government appoint a 
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man as an agent the Government are liable 
for ~he ~gent'~ action. That same principle 
apphes m busmess. The Premier, fourteen 
years ago, boasted that he accepted the 
reeponsibility as the Minister who planned 
the invasion by breaking the laws of other 
States and dominions. He did not do it with 
regret. Fourteen years ago the Premier 
boasted of the formation of Golden Invest­
ments and at that time said, and this is to 
be found on page 1387 of '' Hansard'' of 
1936-and I point this out to all Ministers 
including the Minister for Transport-that 
a State departmelt would not break the law 
of other States but agents will. That is 
much the same thing as the Government's 
doing it, and at page 1388 the Premier stated 
it was his duty to run the Golden Casket 
s~ICcessfully. And, on this specious justifica­
tion, he has never denied that the agreement 
entered into with Golden Investments as 
agents absolved the Government from all 
responsibility from prosecution and that was 
why it was entered into. I do not think any 
decent citizen will claim that the Premier 
is right, either morally or in hw for it is 
o?v.ious to honest o_rdinary people' that pro­
;·Idmg the opportumty for an agent to know­
mgly break laws o'f other States and 
clon;inions does not absolve the principal from 
action ar;d responsibility. X o agreement in 
n:y_ ~xpenencc could ever overcome the respon­
Sl~Il:ty of the Government as the body 
Ol?!Pnally responsible for lan·-breaking or con­
m.vmg to break the law. I advise every fair­
J_mn_dcd member not blinded b;v party pre­
JUdice or fear of the Premier's influence to 
read the 1936 debates on the Casket and f~rm 
his own opinion and, if he has got any guts 
at ~n, so openly express them. 

The people of Queensland shonld know 
that beca~se of the Premier's sanctioning of 
the breakmg of the laws of other countries 
that over £250,000 in prize money has been 
paid to Golden Investments on tmst. I 
repeat the words ''on trust.'' There has been 
no audit of where that money has o-one. It 
was paid on trust for remis;ion to "doubtful 
overseas prize-winners, as I pointed out, I 
lmve a list here marked with the prize­
winners of G•olden Investments. Let hon. 
members go through them to see the doubt­
ful people in Canada, New Zealand, India 
and America. Take, for instance, C.B., Van­
couver. Who in the world would know who 
that person was? And then there is J.S., 
Jerusalem. Who eould trace these thin o-s~ 
This list marked '' J'' contains the na~es 
of these lucky people-lucky winners, nearly 
as lucky as Les Gray or Yarg who won 
£16,867 in eight years free from' tax exclu­
sive of minor prizes, and we cannot flncl out 
what he won in minor prizes. Sufficient to 
say that it would be enough to pay the 
e?'pens;s of Mr. McGill and Mr. Acting Jus­
tice 0 Hagan and still leave enough to pay 
for a tour of inspection of the Queensland 
~overnment 's agents acting for him in break­
mg the laws of other countries. Some people 
have to work for what they get; others are 
born under a lucky star, and others iind some­
body with .whom .they can conclude an agency 
such as this to giVe a steady income. 

l was rather amazed at the Premier's 
remarks-and I will get on to the question 
of Santa Clans-on recommendation No. 9. 
The hon. member or Minister for Hinchin­
brook interjected that I would be in gaol 
within three months. I can assure the 
Premier that I would never divulge a sus­
pected name of any person or informant 
unless certain beyond all doubt of the 
person's identity. I have already described-

Jir. J~SSOX: 
order. I did not 
would be in gaol. 
in gaol. 

I rise to a point of 
say that the hon. member 

I said that he shoulcl be 

JUr. PIE: I accept the hon. member's 
assurance. I have described to the Premier 
the man I believe my Casket informant to be. 
He is the mnn ·who 'knows so much about the 
Golden Casket and Golden Investments and 
the Premier's intimate affairs. Let me 
describe him again to the best of my limited 
ability, He is a member of the same club as 
the Pi·emier; a man who once held an import­
ant executive position in the Casket office, 
and wns disappointed because he was not 
made manager; a man who has ln1own the 
Premier for many years and Gray for many 
years; :1 man who claims that the Premier 
is very 1vealth;v and who has nominated to 
me the name of the bank in which his wealth 
is held and the name in which the account 
stands; a man >Yho has now fallen out with 
the Premier; a man who still keeps closely in 
touch with certain people within the Golden 
Casket office; a man-and this is important­
who attended the Golden Casket inquiry every 
da;' aml 'lvho spoke to me over the phone each 
morning about the previous day's hearing. Is 
there any member on the Government side 
1vho does not know now who he is~ 

Government Jliembers: Yes. 

::Ur. PIE: Is there any member on the 
Government side who, from the very begin­
ning, has not known his identity 0 

Government :Jliembers: Yes. 

JIIr. PIE: The Premier's idle threats 
<lo not worry me. It might interest him to 
know that members of the Royal Commission 
know as much as I about who Santa Clans is. 

A Goyernment }I ember: You saicl he 
was a figment of your own imagination. 

:Jlir. PIE: That is implicit in t]Je 
report, and he is a figment of the commis­
sion's imagination. The commission knows 
the man who attended the sittingb every clay, 
the man who I think, but cannot prove beyond 
all doubt, rang me every morning for 
·weeks to tell me what had happened. Is 
action to be taken under this new Act against 
the Acting Chief Justice, the Auditor-General 
and Mr. Huish ~ If so, at least I shall have 
some distinguished company in gaol. Every 
member on the Government side knows, to his 
acute embarrassment and fear, that Santa 
Clans is a very real person--

A Government :Jliember: Name him. 
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lUr. PIE: That he is exceedingly 
well-informed on the Labour Party's choice 
array of skeletons in varioNs cupboards. Hon. 
members also know only too well that when I 
originally asked questions based on his infor­
mation, the answers that were given invari­
ably exposed some shortcoming, thus proving 
that his information was faultless. 

The other informant-the one who was 
responsible for giving the Rev. Mr. Alcorn 's 
friend his original information, was and still 
is an employee of th~ Golden Casket office. 
He was present at the drawing of No. 1367 
Casket, in which the winning butt was filled 
in and subsequently altered after the Casket 
was drawn. But the Crown Law office again 
stepped in. Had all employees been sub­
poenaed, the person who was responsible for 
the information that reached the Rev. Mr. 
Alcorn would have told what he believed to 
be the truth, but he was afraid voluntarily 
to come out in the open because of possible 
subsequent victimisation. Let there be no 
doubt about that fear. There is not one 
State public servant who cannot speak in con­
fidence about the victimisation of officel's who 
have displeased the Government. For 
instance, 1vhy are the police to hold a mass 
meeting? Is it not to discuss that very 
subject. 

Dealing with the commission's report, the 
commission has told us in its report that I 
had certain inquiries made in Charleville 
Tegarding the origin of "Charleville Syndi­
cate,'' which was announced over the radio 
as the winner of Casket No. 1367; the ticket 
was subsequently altered in the Casket office 
to ''D. C. Yarg Syndicate,'' care of Charle­
ville News. The commission heard evidence 
from Mr. Aiken, but the man who made 
inquiries on my behalf at Charleville was not 
called. All that was mentioned was his name, 
but Aiken was allo1ved to give a complete 
contradiction of what this man, Mr. J\1cNamara, 
was prepared to swear on oath. Prompted 
by the adviser to the commission, Aiken said 
that he remembered MeN amara 's coming to 
his shop and asking for a ticket in the name 
of '' Charleville Syndicate,'' but I say 
emphatically that his evidence in that regard 
was a deliberate fabrication. Had McNamara 
been allowed to give evidence, he would have 
told the commission that he specifically went 
along to the girl under instructions-she was 
mentioned during the hearing as Miss Stanley 
-and made sure that he had no dealings 
whatever with Aiken. He never saw Aiken 
at any time on this matter, so you can see 
how false was this carefully contrived piece 
of key eYidence. Aiken told a story of Miss 
Stanley thinking she had written oult a 
ticket in the name of '' Charleville Syncli­
cate.'' Actually, Aiken admitted he had 
nothing to do with it. He said he was away 
from Charleville when all this business was 
on, so why was he called~ Why was not 
Miss Stanley called to give her own story, 
and ·why was not McNamara called so that 
his story might stand against Aiken 's fabrica­
tion~ If the commission was to get at the 
truth it is difficult to understand the Crown 
Law Office's rejection of such vital evidence. 

I don't know about Miss Stanley, but Mr. 
McNamara is here in Brisbane and I know 
he would be prepared to give his evidence 
today if the Premier were big enough to have 
the Casket and his Government's astonishing 
associations with the Golden Investments octo­
pus fully exposed. 

Now, here is a very interesting point: the 
commission criticised my counsel for not 
subjecting Gray to cross-examination on his 
illegal overseas activities on behalf of the 
Queensland Government. My counsel 
refrained from cross-examining Gray as a 
fmther protest against the Government's 
limited terms of reference. Where was the 
point in fighting with your feet and hands 
tied~ We originally contended that the 
commission could have investigated any evi­
dence we might have raised outside the terms 
of reference. But as the commission con­
tinued and we saw to our amazement the 
type of tribunal it had developed into, we 
regarded it as farcical to waste our mvn time 
and that of the commission in getting ex­
parte one-sided statements which could not 
possibly be tested. For instance, early in the 
proceedings, lYe wanted to investigate what 
happened to all the dollars Gray or Yarg or 
Edgar received from Casket investors in dollar 
countries, for we had been informed that 
he was not declaring this money to the 
Commonwealth and was running an illicit 
traffic in it and we were told the Premier 
had kno1vledge of it. Evidence in support of 
these allegations could and should have been 
considered but when we tried to widen the 
terms to discuss this matter, the commission, 
accepting the spirit as well as the le~ter of 
their terms of reference, ruled otherwise. 

We should also have liker1 to know whether 
the Commonwealth Bank had proof of the 
remitting of £250,000 overseas winnings paid 
by the Casket to Gray and details of how 
he was able to remit such money to dollar 
countries in view of stringent restrictions 
existing ~t that time. We should have liked 
to lmow because, 1fr. Farrell, this huge sum 
was paitl to GTay and no effort was made 
hv tiH' Govel'nment to see who ultimately 
rcceiwd the prizes. Thus we found L .. Gr.ay, 
Vancouver, D. Yarg, New Zealand, wimung 
prizes and in one instance, as ii_I the Charle­
villc case with a hutt filled m after the 
Casket w~s drawn. Is this sort of thing to 
he accepted without qnestion when a quarter 
of a million pounrls is involved'~ 

Well, Mr. Fanell, I have given you, withi!l 
the limited time available, some of the evi­
dence that was not, because of the limited 
terms of reference, placed hefore the com­
mission \Yherc the whole mmifications of the 
Casket and its law-breaker Golden Invest­
ments and theh relations can be properlY: 
and openly investigated. The people of 
Queensland were not satisfied with the way 
the Casket was being run, and I know hon. 
members opposite, with a few exceptions, were 
very worried, and the limited scope ef the 
inquiry did not banish their feeling.s that 
everything was not as it should be With the 
Casket. 
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Personally I shall not be satisfied-and will 
not let up-until the affairs of Golden 
Investments are laid bare to the searchlight 
of public audit. 

Here are extracts from an interesting 
letter:-

'' I did the Audit of the Golden Casket 
office for this interesting period and I had 
the advantage of an interview with you, at 
your invitation, at this time and I obtained 
first hand from you the specious reasons 
you then advanced for the formation of 
this Syndicate. 

"I state definitely that Ross should ha<'e 
dealt with the reasons for the formation of 
Golden Investments in 1933; with the 
subterfuge adopted at its invitation; with 
the services rendered to the Crown by the 
Syndicate and with the commissions, allow­
ances and concessions granted by you as 
Home Secreta,ry to t)le Syndicate.'' 

This letter is to a Minister of the Crown, 
the present Premier. I state definitely that 
Mr. Ross should have dealt with the reasons 
for the formation of Golden Investments in 
1933. The letter proceeds-

"You became Home Secretary in ,June, 
1932, and interested yourself immediately 
in Golden Casket affairs. 

''At the interview in 1934 you told me 
that Golden Investments was formed to act 
as a buffer between the Government and 
overseas agents in the trade in Casket 
Lottery tickets. This business had to be 
done in an underhand and surreptitious 
way, you said, as public officials could not 
carry out such duties as it was dirty and 
compromising business for Government 
officials to handle. Golden Investments 
could do this dirty work without compro­
mising the Government, which Golden 
Casket officials could not.'' 

That letter was acknowledged by the 
Premier-

'' As Home Secretary and Minister of the 
Crown you consented, by agreement, to the 
substitution of Golden Investments for the 
Golden Casket Office in this overseas trade 
in Casket Lottery Tickets and you were 
still aware that, through you authorized 
agent Golden Investments, the laws of New 
Zealand, Canada and other Dominions were 
being broken by this illicit traffic in Casket 
Lottery Tickets. You allowed the State of 
Queensland and Golden Investments to 
profit by the illicit traffic overseas in this 
Casket Lottery business and Parliament was 
not advised by Beal, Ross or yourself of 
this illicit and illegal traffic in Casket 
Lottery Tickets. ' ' 

The whole file is here. As I said before, 
if hon. members want them tabled they 
ean be tabled. 

Mr. Burrows: Put them on the table. 

Mr. PIE: You move that it be tabled 
und it will be done. 

I do appreciate the tolerance that has been 
~bown me but this is the first opportunity I 

tave had of putting before the people of 
Queensland evidence that was not allowed to 
Le brought before the commission under the 
terms of reference. 

Mr. LOW (Cooroora) (4.33 p.m.): The 
speech made by the hon. m~mber for K~dron 
is a very serious one and IS one of whiCh I 
2m sure the Government will take particular 
notice. The Government should look very 
~ery carefully in~o the sta;tell!-ents he has 
made, with the obJect of rev1ewmg the whole 
of the association between the Golden Casket 
and Golden Investments. 

I want to make a few comments on the 
Budget. The Treasurer has budgeted inten­
tionally for a deficit of £767.825, for the pur­
pose of creating a foundation for Federal 
election addresses. It could have been 
avoided if careful consideration had been 
given to its preparation. The deficit of 
£767,825 will ultimately be greater .becau~e 
of the basic-wage increases, etc., whiCh w1ll 
throw the Budget out thousands of pounds in 
addition to the deficit budgeted for. 

It is regrettable that the relations between 
the State and Commonwealth have been so 
strained, particularly in the difficult pe!iod 
we are passing through, because a combmed 
effort should be made by all parties to com· 
plete the work of rehabilitation, especially 
in Queensland. In speaking on the Address 
in Reply I quoted from copious notes. I 
expected that there ;yould Le a difference .of 
opinion and bad feelmg between the Prenner 
and the Prime Minister of the Common· 
wealth because this was the first occasion 
since the introduction of uniform taxation on 
which a Queensland Labour Premier had to 
meet a Prime Minister and a Treasurer of a 
Country·Liberal Government in the Common­
wealth Parliament of Australia. In 1946 
the State Premiers made an effort to obtain 
the abandonment of the uniform-taxation 
scheme but at that time the Commonwealth 
•lid not see their way clear to agree. Mr. 
J. B. Chifiey was then Prime Minister. As this 
11 as a war-time measure, I believe that the 
lime is fast approaching when the whole of 
the financial relations between the States and 
the Commonwealth should be reviewed. The 
sovereign rights of the States were taken 
away during the war period and have not 
been returned. Once a State ceases to be 
able to tax its people, it ceases to govern. 

Mr. Aikens: They were not taken 
away; they were given away by the States. 

Jlr. LOW: I stand to be corrected in 
connection with that matter. Even if they 
were taken away, not much resistance was 
offered. 

I should like to draw attention to the fact 
that a single taxing authority is more pop~lar 
with the taxpayers than two. If at any tnne 
these sovereign rights are returned to the 
States and they again become the taxing 
authorities, there should be one assessment 
notice showing State and Federal tax separ­
ately and they also should retain the 
system of ''Pay as you go.'' If, of course, 
the financial relations between the States and 
the Commonwealth are not satisfactory, the 
State Government of Queensland will con· 
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tinue to put the fangs deep and heavy into 
the people of this State in order to continue 
raising money for their own purposes. That 
being so, I forecast that they will continue 
the plan of increasing railway freights and 
fares-which automatically increases road­
transport fees-main-roads registration fees, 
land tax, succession and probate duty, stamp 
duties, &c. All these taxes help to finance 
the State and boost revenue and were firmly 
retained by the State Premiers at the time 
the other powers were taken from the States. 

I observe that the distribution of the 
finance as arrived at under the formula 
worked out as follows: from 1942 to 1949 
Queensland received 17 per cent. of taxation 
revenue, in 1949-50 16.4 per cent., 1950-51, 
16.3 per cent. What I do not understand­
and there is possibly an anomaly here-is 
that under the Federal Aid Roads Agreement 
Approval Acts from 1947 to 1949 Queensland 
received 19.2 per cent of the total road grant. 
Why the difference between 19.2 per cent. 
road grant and 16.3 per cent. income-tax 
grant~ It would appear as if the Premier 
slipped badly when the original formula was 
being worked out and that it is to the detri­
ment of this State. The financial condition 
of the States is an increasing worry, not only 
to the State of Queensland but to the local 
authorities, which are asking for greater 
financial assistance. The State likewise is 
asking the Federal Government for greater 
financial assistance. It is a question where 
this unhappy state of affairs will end. I 
suggested in my speech on the Address in 
Reply that a commission be set up to define 
clearly the responsibilities of local authorities, 
State and Federal GoYernment. During this 
Budget debate the Treasurer made the remark 
that the Federal Government had butted in 
on the hospital question. The present over­
lapping services to the people by both the 
State and Federal Governments should be 
defined, so that there will be no unnecessary 
overlapping. 

In his Budget the Treasurer made particu­
lar mention of employment in secondary 
industries as having increased 50 per cent., 
but did not make any comment about the 
acute shortage of farm labour. The greatest 
problem today is to get sufficient farm labour 
to carry on our primary industries. That is 
a very important point and must be looked 
into by the Government with a view to recti­
fying the unfortunate position. 

Much has been said by hon. members about 
the defence of the North. Everything pos­
sible should be done to develop the North as 
much as possible, but on making inquiries as 
to migrants from the United Kingdom to this 
country, I find that approximately 500,000 
persons are waiting in the United Kingdom 
to come to Australia, the hold-up being the 
lack of accommodation. The Government 
should get busy building hostels in the North 
and throughout the country districts and 
bring these people to Queensland at once. 

~Ir. Power: That is what we are 
doing. 

Mr. LOW: The Government are 
certainly doing it in a way, but the scheme 
will have to be expedited so that people in 
the United Kingdom who want to come to 

Australia and Queensland in particular could 
come here as quickly as possible. 

Mr. Aikens: You want to turn a trickle 
into a :flood~ 

Itir. LOW: That is correct. 
In connection with the defence of the 

North, much has been said on the unification 
of railway gauges throughout the States. I 
contend that the time is inopportune for this 
but it would be the sensible thing to do to 
build a railway of 4 feet 8 inches gauge from 
the New South Wales border through Central 
Queensland to the Gulf. This would mean 
a railway to the South, should there be an 
invasion of North Queensland, and conse­
quent disruption to the coast road and rail 
services. 

Summing up the Budget, we find that the 
position is not a happy one for Queensland.• 
There is extreme bungling in housing. Thou­
sands of people are waiting for homes and 
not able to get them. Their position is 
becoming more desperate each day. Public 
works such as hospitals, schools, &c., m·e 
virtually at a standstill. The programme of 
hospitals works is approximately £5 million, 
but the jobs have not been started. 

Mr. Power: Contractors will not 
tender for the job. 

Mr. LOW: I realise all the difficulties 
but at the same time we must double our 
efforts to improve the position. Production 
has declined. \Ve have shortages of every­
thing. Costs are increasing and prices a~e 
still soaring and what a shameful rerord thiS 
Governnrent have in this fair State of ours! 
I believe that we are liYing in a fool's para­
dise and I appeal to you, J\!Ir. Farrell, and to 
everybody else to wake up before it is too 
late. 

Dealing with matters left over from my 
Addrf'ss in Reply speech, I say that one of 
the most important duties of the Government 
is to concentrate on the construction of road~ 
throughout the State. Roads are as important 
as railways, from a national point of view, 
~·rom a defence point of view, and are neces­
qary too from a productio~ point of view. .J;c 
network of roads is as Important as rall­
wa vs but at the same time I realise that 
railways are important and they too should 
be pxtended as quickly as possible. 1 cannot 
understand why we only build roads out of 
money more or less made available by ~a;m­
tion. We should go into the roaa positiOn 
carefully and particularly to see whether we 
can get additional loan money for the pm­
pose. We should not have to wait for money 
a.-ailable by increased taxation on motor 
vehicles and similar things, nor shoulL1 we 
wait on money from the Federal Government. 
We should set about the raising of a huge 
loan and meet the interest and redemption 
payments from motor vehicle registration fees, 
State transport tax, collected under the Road 
Transport Facilities Act and the Traffic Act 
and if necessary, from the State land t.ax. 
There would be no more useful way of usmg 
the money from State land tax than by pay­
ing interest and redemption on a loan to cope 
with the road problem. 
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According to a recent announcement by the 
Treasnrer motor-vehicle registration fees have 
been increased by 68 per cent. 'l'o me that 
is staggering because roads arc dcteriora t­
ing and fees are increasing. I should like 
to reacl this extract from the Main Hoall' 
Act as to exemption from payment of fees-

'' Exemption from payment of fee. 
Exemption from payment of any fee for 

the issue of a certificate, or for the trans­
fer or copy of a certificate shall be 
grantecl in respect of- . 

(i) Any motor truck owned by the 
Crown, or by any corporation represent­
ing the Crown, or by any department, 
sub-department, board, or commission, 
under the State Government; 

( ii) One motor car owned by and use(1 
for the purposes of each department, sub­
department, board, or commission under 
the State Government; 

(iii) Any motor truck owned hv a 
Local Authority and used exclusivelv' for 
Local Authority work and not fo~ the 
conveyance of passengers for hire; 

(h) Any motor whicle not used upon 
:my public road; 

(>:) Any motor vehicle owned by a 
formgn consul or a member of a foreirrn 
consulate staff if such person is "'a 
national of the country represented.'' 

The reason why I mention this matter is 
b.ecause I can understand that exemp­
twn would be granted to the vehicles owned 
by the :\fain Roads Commission and local 
aut~writies throughout the State but I think 
vehrcles owned by the State itself should 
m.ake some contribution towards the solution 
of the road finanee problem. There must be 
thou~ands of exemptions throughout the State 
particularly when you consider that we hav~ 
su?h a l~rge exemption list. The ambulance 
bngade rs not exempt under the Main Roads 
Act. It has to pay £1, plus insurance and I 
ask: what more worthy body conlcl tlwre be 
than. the ambulance9 It is doing a great job 
particularly in country areas. · ' 

If roads are to be financed from revenue 
the State should make some contribution ir~ 
th~t rer;ard. On 2 August Mr. Crawford 
s;rd that t.he lack of money and equipment 
~as the brggest hold-up in the road-build­
mg. program';lle but Mr. Williams, the chief 
engm:er, sard that the old roads were 
cracking up because the highways of 20 
years ago were not made to stand up to 
l1eavy trucks of up to 16 tons. That shows 
what our roads are expected to carry. 

On investigating this matter further I 
find that our roads are carrying more than 
16 to.ns. Regulation 71 of the Main Roads 
Act, 1ssued on 8 September 1949 under the 
I d' "R t . . ' ' rea mg es nctron of total weight on 
rortds" reads-

'' 1. A person shall not use upon any 
Stat: highway, main, developmental or 
tounst road .any vehicle. having two axles, 
the total werght of winch vehicle exceeds 
sixteen tons. 

'' 2. A person shall not use upon any 
State highway, main, developmental or 
tourist road any vehicle having three 
axles, the total weight of which vehicle 
exceeds twenty tons. 

"3. A person shall not use upon any 
State highway, main, developmental or 
tourist road any vehicle having four axles, 
the total \veight of which vehicle exceeds 
t1renty-seyen tcms. 

'' 4. A person shall not use upon any 
State highway, main, developmental or 
tourist road any vehicle having more than 
four axles, the total weight of which 
vehicle exceeds thirty-one tons,'' 

Such heavy Yehicles as that are tearing 
the very insides out of roads that were 
constructed to carry only small loads, and 
are smashing the bridges. 

Another matter to which I should like to 
refer is the following extract from the 
annual report of the State Electricity Com­
mission-

'' The transport by road from Brisbane 
to Howard of a 10,000 kV A transformer 
weighing nearly 25 tons was a ma.ior 
enterprise carried out by the Board's 
staff and equipment. The fact that this 
was snccesfully carried over roads and 
bridges between Brisbane and Maqbor­
ough is a tribute to the Board's officers, 
and thanks are due to the assistance 
received from the Main Roads Commis­
sion and other Departments concerned.'' 

It was not successfully conveyed to Mary­
borough by road, Mr. Farrell; one road 
over which it was conveyed was the Cooroy­
Pomona road on which is a bridge carrying 
a notice to the effect that the maximum 
load to be transported over it shall be () 
tons and that the penalty for taking a 
greater load over it is £20. That notice is 
signed by the Noosa shire clerk. Shortly 
after the vehicle carrying that transformer 
crossed the bridge it was bogged to the 
axles and the shire council had to meet the 
cost of repairing the road. Local authori­
ties throughout Queensland are not very 
happy about the fact that these large 
vehicles carrying heavy loads are allowed to 
travel over their roads and bridges, without 
receiving any compensation from the Gov­
ernment for any damage that is done. Every 
day we see heavy loads going along roads 
that were not built for such a purpose. It 
is wilful destruction, and it is no wonder 
that the Main Roads Commission and the 
local authorities object to having to bear 
the cost of repairs under those circum­
stances. 

For the year 1949-50 the Government 
collected the sum of £426,675 from owners 
of heavy vehicles using the roads. The most 
unfortunate aspect of this is that not one 
penny went to the Main Roads Commission 
or to construction and maintenance of roads. 
All fees collected under the State Transport 
Facilities Act and the Traffic Act, amount­
ing to £630,906 were placed to Consolidated 
Revenue and were not used for road· purposes. 
There is an urgent need for a thorough 
investigation of State highways and main 
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roads throughout the State \Yith a view to 
limiting the load of heavy vehicles on roads 
not built to carry such fast-moving traffic. 

Up to 30 .June last we had in Queensland 
20,608 miles of gazetted roads, 9,300 miles of 
constTucted roads, and 11,308 miles of uncon­
structec1 Toads. PriOT to the war the JHain 
Roads Commission ~was constructing roads 
at the rate of 500 miles per annum, but today 
the construction has slowed clown to a little 
more than 200 miles per annum, and the cost 
of bridges and roadworks has increased by 
110 per cmt. 

The time is dead ripe for a complete revi­
sion of the financial set-up between the local 
authorities and 11:ain Roads Commission con­
cerning the construction and maintenance 
costs of gazettcd roacls under the :\lain Roads 
Acts. I belieYe that local authorities should 
be relieved of maintenance costs of all roads 
gazetted by the Main Roads Commission, 
such as highways, main roads, developmental 
roads, sccondaTy roads, mining-access roads, 
tourist roacls, and farmers' roads. At the 
present time they are called upon to make a 
contribution which aYerages 30 per cent. over 
the \Yholc road system. This woulcl amount 
to a saving- of Rlmost £300,000 per annum 
for the locctl autltoritie". The Main Roads 
Connni,sion coulcl be compensated hy the 
transfer of all mm1eys collected under the 
State Transport FacilitiE'g ~\.et and the Traffic 
Act to the :i'.fain Roads Commission which m 
1950-50 amounted to £G30,90G. If that is not 
sufficient, there is no renson >vhy State Land 
'L'ax ~~~hic-!1 mnounted to £:308.3:35 9s. in 1949-50 
,lwulcl not also be transfe1·red to the Main 
Roads Commission for the same purpose. 

The number of local authorities in Quecns­
bncl today in \Yhich roads are awaiting con­
struction is 134, and with the present rate 
of construction the best the Main Roads 
Commission can do is to construct 11, miles in 
each shire annually and if this rate- is main­
tained it will take 50 years to complete the 
construction of the roads alTcady approved. 
Last year an additional 592 mileg of roads 
were added to the number that had already 
heen placed under the control of the Main 
Roads Commission throughout the State. If 
the local authorities could be relieved of the 
construction cost of State highways and main 
roads which carry a considerable amount of 
t~roug~ tr~ffic, it would be a step in the 
nght chrectwn. Today we find quite a con­
siderable amount of foreign traffic using the 
highways and main roads, and if the local 
authorities could be relie,-ed of any expense 
in connection with these roads it would be 
a great assistance to them. If the Main 
Roads Commission was given sufficient finance 
and opportunity it would do a good job. It 
has certainly carried out its job in the past 
but at present it appears to be hamstringecl 
in every direction. If given sufficient finance, 
materials, and encouragement I am sure that 
its road programme would be pushed ahead. 

lUr. Gair: In what way is it ham· 
stringed~ 

lUr. LOW: It is hamstringed in every 
way. It has not got sufficient finance. 

JUr. Gair: But if given finance in w.hat 
way is it hamstringecl ~ 

1Ur. L01V: As the Commissioner states, 
one of the main factors in its road pro­
gramme is finance. I know of many important 
Main Rads projects waiting for finance to 
Le made aYailaLl<'. If more finance was made 
a,-ailaLle to tile commission Mr. Crawford 
and his staff would see that the necessary 
communications were made throughout the 
State. I pay a compliment to Mr. Crawfo;·d 
and his staff generally because they ably dis­
charge their onerous functions. If they were 
placed solely under the control of the com­
mission, it could go ahead with its road pro­
grannn~ and tln:s eliminate division ~f 
responsibility. There are many energetic 
local authorities, Lut there are some who 
do not look upon main roads and State 
highways as sympathetic~lly a:1d as favo;u­
ably as they might clo. lf theu constructwn 
and maintenance was delegated to the com­
mission, they could proceed with their job 
without being hamperecl. 

]Ur. Power: Who would pay for them? 

='Ir. LOW: The State, the same as it 
l!oes the railways. 

A greater proportion of ro~ld expenditure 
should be on secondary, developmental and 
farmers' roadR. These arc the roads that ~nn 
lJe defined as feeder ro,HL,; to main and State 
higlm·ays. They are the most important from 
the country point of YimY. Stronger road 
foundations and wider roads are required to 
withstand the inroads made into them by 
modern motor vehicles because of their 
increased width, weight and speed. Road con­
struction should kePp pace with the deyelop­
ment of road transport. 

There is much waste in maintenance work. 
The Commissioner's report for last year dis­
closes that £1,000,000 was spent in mainten­
ance. We should do everything possible to 
obviate spending such large sums on road 
maintenance. ~When roads arc constructed 
they should be scaled so that considerable 
expenditure on maintenance could be saved. 
The need for this exists throughout the State. 
There are many instances in my electorate 
~where roads could be sealecl to save mainten­
rmce costs. The commission should concen­
trate on building more concrete roads, to 
eliminate as far as possible its huge expendi­
ture on maintenance work as revealed in its 
1949-50 report. A commence:ment should be 
made on the most important highways. They 
are the Bruce Highway between Brisbane and 
Cairns, the Downs Highway between Bris­
bane and Toowoomba, and the Pacific High­
lvay between Brisbane and Tweecl Heads. If 
this was done we should be using- a local 
product. Our supplies of cement should be 
stepped up. We shall have to face up to this 
type of road construction sooner or later. 
Concrete roads constructed in the country 
require little or no maintenance, whereas bitu­
men roads are cracking up very badly under 
the strain of modern fast-moving vehicles. 

}Ir. Sparkes: That has been found out 
in the United States. 
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llr. LOW: That is so. That is all the 
more reason why we should undertake that 
type of road construction here. We should 
get road contractors from Britain and the 
United States, for they would bring with 
them both material and man-power. If we 
are able to do this I feel that we shall go 
some way towards solving the road problems 
of this State. There should be a decentralisa­
tion of. administration by the appointment 
of engmeers, surveyors and draftsmen in 
country centres, because that would over­
come some of the delays in the letting of 
contracts. 

One thing that I cannot understand is that 
a number of shires have excellent shire 
engineers, who are paid only 1! per cent. 
on a sliding scale, with a maximum of 2 per 
cent., yet the consulting engineers for the 
shires are paid on a fixed scale of 3 per cent. 
That does not give the shire engineers much 
Encouragement to carry on the work of the 
Main Roads Commission. There should be no 
distinction between one man and another if 
they are expected to do similar work. 

In connection with obtaining contractors 
and other migrants from overseas, I believe 
in view of the serious position of many Mai~ 
Roads Commission projects, which are held 
up on account of the shortage of man-power 
although hundreds of thousands of British 
people are waiting to migrate, that the 
commission should ascertain the number of 
men required to step up the road-building 
programme and should build accommodation 
centres and hostels throughout the State, and 
submit a group nomination so that the migra­
tion authorities at Australia House could 
select suitable persons for transport under 
the group nomination scheme. 

We come to another point regarding the 
Main Roads Commission. We get back to a 
very vital question that I have brought up 
before. We find today that the Main Roads 
Commission will not accept any responsibility 
whatever for the eradication of noxious weeds 
on roads controlled by it. The commission has 
passed on the responsibility to the local 
authorities concerned, and the local authorities 
say it is the responsibility of the commission; 
and the noxious weeds continue to grow on 
the roads under the control of the Main Roads 
Commission. That is a very disappointing 
aspect of the problem. I feel .that the 
commission should be obliged by law to clear 
all the roads of noxious weeds which are both 
a menace and an eyesore. 

I wish to refer to a matter that I believe 
is deserving of rectification. You will 
remember, Mr. Farrell, that in November, 
1949, when the Estimates for the Department 
of Public Works and Housing were before the 
House, strong criticism was levelled at the 
department regarding the delays in attending 
to school buildings, police stations and resi­
dences and other public buildings through­
out the State. The Minister at that time, 
the hon. member for Baroona, said that if 
we continued to criticise the department he 
would not answer correspondence. On that 
occasion I voiced my disappointment at this 
proposed action. For the information of the 
younger members-! am sure most of the 
older members are aware of it-I wish to 

point out that prior to that time the 
Minister, who has the right to approve of 
expenditure to the extent of £1,000 each 
week for repairs on public buildings through­
out the State, at the end of each week had 
informed members of the work approved to 
be carried out in their electorate. I find that 
since that debate in November, 1949, the 
information as to the work approved of and 
the expenditure involved has not been passed 
on to members of the Opposition. The infor· 
mation is continually being passed on to 
members of the Government party. Rank 
discrimination is displayed; if it is good 
enough to provide Government members with 
the particulars of work approved in their 
electorates and the expenditure involved it is 
good enough for the same information to be 
given to members of the Opposition. I hope 
this matter will be taken up by the responsible 
Minister. Unfortunately, the Secretary for 
Public W arks and Housing has adopted that 
practice. 

For a considerable time I have felt that a 
change was being made and on going through 
the various newspapers from the northern and 
western centres to be found in the library, I 
find in them published statements of members 
of the Government party from time to time 
mentioning certain works to be done. On one 
occasion I telephoned the secretary to the 
Minister and he told me he would look into 
the matter. I have received no further infor­
mation. 

To substantiate my statement I will read 
from the Gym pie ''Times'' of 3 October, 
1950. 

''School Improvements. 
"Mr. T. Dunstan, M.L.A., has been 

informed by the Minister for Public Works, 
Mr. P. J. R. Hilton, that an expenditure of 
£117 has been approved for works to be 
carried out at the State School and resi­
dence at Glenwood, as follows: School, 
I'epairs to sashes and E.C. screen and pro­
vision of storeroom; residence, repairs to 
sashes and stove, painting breakfast-room 
and hall.'' 

:K ot one such advice has been received by me 
or other members of the Opposition since 
November, 1949. That is gross discourtesy 
and an omission that is not in the best 
interests of this State. I ask: What led up to 
this action~ I have every justification for 
bringing forward this matter. Here I read 
a letter from the then Secretary for Public 
\Vorks, Housing and Local Government, Hon. 
W. Power, on 1 July, 1949-

''Dear Mr. Low, 
''I am pleased to inform you that I have 

now given approval for the expenditure 
necessary to enable certain works to be 
undertaken at the State School, Kin Kin. 

''The work will comprise the external 
painting of the school building and the 
residence, internal painting of kitchen and 
bathroom at the residence, and repairs to 
casements at the school.'' 

and here I register my protest. That work 
has not even yet been started. It is the prin­
ciple involved that gives me cause for com­
plaint: it is not because we do not make 
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representation. I have files on every public 
building m my electorate. I hope the Min­
ister and the Treasurer will take this matter 
up and in future there will not be this dis­
crimination. 

The time allowed to me is drawing to a 
close and I will briefly refer to the Treasurer's 
statement about the increase in secondary 
industry. I am glad the Secretary for Agri­
culture and Stock is in the Chamber. I draw 
attention to three important industries that 
are well and truly on the down-grade: banana, 
maize and cotton. Much has been said about 
the cotton industry and the help given by the 
Federal Government. The hon. member for 
Barambah, who knows the maize industry from 
A to Z, will deal with the decline in produc­
tion in that industry. But I wish to deal 
with the banana industry. If something is not 
done for the banana industry-and it can be 
called the forgotten industry-we shall end 
by losing the whole of our industry and trade 
to New South Wales. I want some action 
taken by this Government and the Depart­
ment of Agriculture and Stock. 

I intend to put on record figures showing 
the decline in the banana industry in this 
State. If one goes to fruit shops in Bris­
bane one will find how scarce they are. This 
has been going on for many years and my 
electorate, which was the centre of great 
banana production, today is virtually declin­
ing. I know the Secretary for Agriculture 
and Stock will take some action to revive 
this industry, because he realises its import­
ance. I have been on an investigation into 
banana production for the past three months, 
and I wish to read some figures beginning 
with 1929 to show the areas under produc­
tion and the bunches produced. They are-

Production 
Year Acres. 1,000 

Bunch. 

1929-30 12,874 2,941 
193()...31 12,565 3,068 
1931-32 10,885 2,951 
1932-33 7,235 1,870 
1933-34 6,777 2,028 
1934--35 7,027 1,906 
1935-36 7,004 1,733 
1936--37 4,983 1,447 
1937-38 5,288 1,517 
1938-39 6,462 1,759 
1939-40 6,345 1,688 
194()...41 5,987 1,557 
1941-42 6,330 1,428 
1942--43 5,989 1,306 
1943-44 5,345 1,324 
1944--45 5,083 1,365 
1945-46 5,941 1,722 
1946-47 6,145 1,645 
1947-48 6,616 1,406 
1948-49 6,325 1,468 

Those figures were taken from the ''Queens­
land Pocket Book for 1950," pages 65 and 
66, and show conclusively that the acreage 
of bananas in Queensland has dropped by 
one-half and that production also has dropped 
by the same percentage between 1929-30 and 
1948-49. 

A Government ltlember: Any other 
crops growing in their place~ 

ltir. LOW: I should say that most of 
our banana-farming is conducted on very s.t~ep 
slopes. Pineapples and beans are competitive 
industries but most of the banana areas are 
on steep slopes and whereas they used to 
grow bananas the crop is now groundsel. In 
the banana-growing area of Queensland 
between Gympie and the border the main 
varieties are cavendish and ladies' fingers and 
the chief disease has been bunchy-top, but 
that is now more or less under control. The 
main pest today is the banana beetle and 
although some experiments are being ~arried 
out with baits of Paris green and flour, the 
beetle and the grub are still playing havoc 
with crops. 

As the lady-finger variety withstands the 
beetle better than other varieties, it may be 
advisable to advocate an extension of its. 
cultivation in Queensland. Primary indus­
tries are of the greatest importance to this· 
Rtate and, in view of the alarming dmp in 
the production of bananas, I urge the Secre­
tary for Agriculture and Stock to make 
urgent investigations into the conditions of 
that industry. 

ltlr. Aikens: What is the cause of the 
drop in production~ 

1\Ir. LOW: In the past, the virgin lands 
of this State have been exploited and after 
the bananas have more or less gone out they 
have not been replaced. The banana advisory 
staff should be increased so that banana­
growers can be given more encouragement 
and assistance to farm scientifically so that 
the production per acre can be increased. In 
the other primary industries, complete 
harmony and good feeling exist between the 
advisory officers of the department and the 
producers, but the banana industry has been 
allowed to slip back and has been neglected. 

To increase ban:;ma production in Queens­
land, there should be a reconditioning of the 
banana lands, the adoption of sound farming 
practices, and the selection of slopes more 
suitable for the use of horse implements; 
mechanical implements cannot be used on the 
sides of hills on which bananas have been 
grown in the past. The selection of a good 
type of planting material is also necessary, 
and a sound basis of growing bananas is 
desuckering and the practice of one bunch, 
one follower. In addition, the fertiliser pro­
gramme recommended by the department 
could well be followed. In many instances, 
green crops could be grown and the surface 
of the ground covered with mulch in order 
to help in conserving moisture and 
assist in weed control. All those things 
could be considered in reviving the 
banana industry, which, if something is not 
done urgently, will be lost to New South 
Wales. At the Royal National Show, we saw 
a display of bananas from northern New 
South Wales, but there were very few from 
our own State. 

I believe, too, that this Government could 
help to revive and stabilise this industry by 
means of a guaranteed price that would 
eover the cost of production. Such a sug­
gestion should receh·e earnest consideration 
from the Government and from those engaged 
in the industry. 
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I am sorry that the canning of bananas 
has not proved as successful as was expected, 
but experiments are still being conducted. 
Bananas are very difficult to can, but I hoJle 
that the experiments now being made will 
overcome the difficulties being experienced. 

If we wish to compete with the northern 
:New South Wales banana industry, more 
research work must be carried out to discover 
improved methods of cultivation and pest 
destruction. I suggest to the Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock that we should have 
more · experimental trials. Experimental 
trials are being conducted at Nambour and 
on other plantations in south-east Queens­
land and much good work is being done by 
officers of the Department of Agriculture and 
Stock. If we are to save the banana indus­
try, greater efforts must be made by all con­
cerned as the position today is a serious 
one. I also suggest that there should be 
more banana :field clays so as to create a 
greater interest in the industry, which now 
appears to be a forgotten one and on the 
way out. 

JUr. CoUins: Pineapples have been very 
attracti\-o in that area. 

Mr. LOW: The pineapple industry has 
been organised and developed and is on a 
fairly sound basis and it would appear that 
quite a number of persons previously 
engaged in growing bananas have drifted 
into the pineapple industry. However, I 
emphasise the point that we cannot afford 
to fOTget the banana industry, even though 
other industries have been given favourable 
consideration 1anc1 have perhaps attracted 
all the attention. At the moment the 
banana industry is fast going downhill. 
It needs rejuvenation-it is too good 
to lose-and if we plan soundly we 
can rejuvenate it. The farmers are 
doing their best in difficult circumstances 
but one problem today is the acute 
shortage of farm labour. Although greater 
numbers are being attracted to the second­
ary industries than in the past, it is at the 
expense of the primary industries. Many 
almost worn-out farmers are continuing in 
their industries, working hard when they 
should in fact be living in retirement. The 
present is a very difficult time for them. 

One means of reviving the banana industry 
and placing it on a sound footing is a 
guaranteed price based on cost of produc­
tion. More advisory officel'S should be 
appointed to go into country centres to try 
to resurrect the industry. A headmaster of 
an important school the other day told me 
that at one time every child who came to 
school had a banana in its lunch, and that 
today he hardly saw one. That is to be 
deplored. I appeal to the Minister and the 
Government to do everything possible to 
resurrect the industry and to see that it 
does not decline any further, but by con­
tinuous effort lift it to its proper place as 
one of the most important primary indus­
tries in this State of Queensland. 

Hon. P. J. R. HILTON (Carnarvon­
Secretnry for Public \Vorks, Housing and 

Local Government) (5.34 p.m.): Hon. mem­
bers will agree that the debate on the Bud­
get this session has been protracted. Some 
constructive views have been put forward­
very few from the Opposition-but I regret 
to say that statemento have been made that 
in common decency should not have been 
made. 

I do not propose to discuss the :financial, 
economic and developmental aspects of the 
Budget, but I should like to join with other 
hon. members in congratulating the Treas­
urer on the very fine picture that he has 
put forward for the information of the people 
of Queensland. His Financial Statement 
gaYe a very clear outline of the . State.'s 
position and revealed a very plcasmg plc­
hue of the development that llas taken place 
and what will take place in the future. Any 
hon. member who follmvs financial b·ends 
throughout the Commomvea.lth kr;o_ws .very 
well indeed what the financml pos1t1on 1s at 
present so far as both Commonwealth and 
States are concerned. 

I was prompted to rise to refute the base­
less attack that was made by the hon. member 
for J\Ionnt Coot-tha on the Department of 
Public ·works ancl the Queensland Housing 
Commission in his contribution to this debate, 
if it can be called a contribution. More par­
ticularly do I rise to defend a very efficient 
officer of the Public Service who was taken to 
task by the member for Mount Coot-tha 
without warrant and without taking the 
opportunity to ascertain the facts of the two 
cases he dealt with. There is another aspect 
of the hon. member's nttack in Mr. McPhie's 
case. He approached me some time ago 
about that case. 

lUr. Jllorris: Four times. 

l\Ir. HILT ON: I did interest myself in 
the matter and I gave him full details of 
the position as it developed. I kept hi;n 
informed of events as they occurred and 1f 
he thinks his outbmst measures up to the 
courteous attention I gave him, then I do not 
think it does. However, the hon. member has 
a right to make the statement he made but 
the obligation is on him to justify the charge. 
I should be verv remiss indeed in my duty 
if I did not refi:1te his untruthful statements 
and defend the good name of a man to whom 
he imputed improper administration. Further, 
he even charged that officer with deceiving 
not only myself bnt my predecessor. 

I ·will quote briefly some of the commen~s 
the hon. member made. First of all, he smcl 
that it should not be the function of the 
commission to become builders of homes. He 
proceeded and said houses being built for 
the Government in dozens and dozens of cases 
were a shocking indictment of the Govern­
ment. He further said that he had inspected 
numerous houses and if they had been built 
by private builders under the supervision of 
private architects they would have been con­
demned by this Chamber and we should have 
accused these architects and builders of being 
racketeers. He also said that the Govern­
ment were doing more to build jerrybuilt 
houses and handing over inferior dwellings to 
the people than any private contractor. He 
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then proceeded to say he would prove those 
statements. He quoted two particular cases 
but, passing strange to say, of the two cases 
he quoted, one was a dwelling erected by a 
private contractor, and the unsatisfactory 
work associated with the other building, which 
was a day-labour job, was the fixing of the 
plaster in the house, which was done by a 
private sub-contractor. 

I repeat that the hon. member accused the 
Housing Commission of doing this inferior 
work. Whilst I do not by any means con­
demn all private contractors I want to make 
the point that in the two cases he mentioned 
the unsatisfactory \YOrk was carried out by 
private contractors. 

l'I'Ir. lUorris: Under the supervision of the 
Housing Commission. 

IIIl'. HILT ON: The hon. member tried to 
make a case out against the Queensland 
Housing Commission; he attached all the 
blame for this unsatisfactory work to the 
Housing Commission, and went so far as to 
say it was all the fault of 1vir. Galvin, the 
commissioner. I shall n>ake the hon. member 
cat his words. 

First of all I propose to deal with thf" 
McPhie case. The hon. member started off 
by saying that the McPhies-husband anil 
wife-asked the Housing Commission to builrl 
them a home. That is not correct. The 
McPhios applied for an advance to finance 
a home to be built on a piece of lanil they 
owned and they applied for the aclvance to the 
Queensland Housing Commission. Tenders 
"·ere duly called for the house and a rontract 
was accepted, and the signatories to the con­
tract were Mr. JliicPhie, his wife, and the 
contractor. The price of the contract was 
£1,698. It was drawn up on 24 November, 
l 949, and as usual in all 1milding contracts in 
these times there was a ''rise an cl f:t 1l 
clause in it. Up to elate the sum of £1,350 
has been paid to Burgess, the contractor, and 
on account McPhie has paid £624, plus £15 4s. 
in fees, and the commission had paid the 
balance of £725 to the contractor, making a 
total payment of £1,350 up to date. So hon. 
members will see, despite the payments made, 
there is still a provision of well over £300 to 
meet any defect that certainly does exist in 
the house, before any final payment is made 
and before McPhic is asked to accept the 
house. 

JUr. ;}I orris: Payment was withheld at 
the request of McPhie. 

I\Ir. HILT OX: That statement again is 
entirely incorrect. If the hon. member, when 
he mentioned this case to me, had asker1 for 
detailed information on that point I Bhnnl •' 
have been glad to put him right. The last 
payment was made to the contractor in June 
and it was in August this year that '.'.IcPhie 
requested that no further payments be made. 
'rhe Housing Commission \Yas on the job 
in that respect and no payment l1a3 been 
made since last June. The hon. member can 
flive for all the papers he wishes to dive for; 
I have the file here and I studied it from 
beginning to end this afternoon. 

I now propose to quote the relevant com­
munications between the McPhios an•l the 
Housing Commission and between the Hous· 
ing Commission and th<J contractor. First 
of all, there iYas a complaint about the 
stumps for the house. We go back to .:ruly 
t11is year. 'l'he folJowing is a memo from the 
S(;ninr inspector of the Housing C'ommissio'l 
to the Commissioner and it reads as follows:-

' 'l\Tr. McPhie, borrower, called and 
stated that he had opened a trench for 
drainage under the dwelling and this 
trench passes close to one row of stumps, 
~nd he is of opinion no footing has l>een 
rut to the stumps as speeified. Borrcwer 
also complains about several joists h:>.ving 
shrunk and split. I ~ccompanied l\IT. 
Marsden to the ilwclling. 

''Whilst several joists must be Teinforcecl 
to give stability, I spoke to Burgess, builder, 
and he agreed to fix extra joists, whilst the 
question of stumps would be discussed with 
boTrower. Borrower called today ancl 
advised the joists had been fixed. He dis­
cussed the question of footings to stumps 
with the cont:ractOT ancl he, borrower (Mr. 
McPhie), agreed that in view of the solid 
nature of the ground he is willing to allow 
stumps to remain without footings provid­
ing the builder agrees to a reduction of £50 
in contract price. I promised to contact 
the builder ancl advise him of the borrower's 
decision.'' 

Thir. Thiorris: Why do you not read the 
letter of 18 July~ 

Thir. HILT ON: I told the hon. member 
that no payment had been made since June 
and that the Housing Commission was on the 
job in that respect before Mr. McPhie. No 
payment has been made sil1ce last June. 

JUr. Thiorris: You said McPhie asked you 
to withhold in August: it was on 18 July he 
wrote to you. 

IUr. HILTON: Jliir. McPhie wrote a letter. 
He may have made a veTbal request but he 
wrote a letter subsequent to that. Be it 
July or August, the fact remains that no 
payment was made and Mr. McPhie was in­
foTmecl accordingly. I will not worry the 
Committee with all the details of the negotia­
tions carried on since that elate. The Housing 
Commission Tealisecl that the building con­
tractor had clone an unsatisfactory job and 
has given constant attention to the matter. 
It has taken our Forestry officers to inspect 
the timber and the report of these officers 
was to the effect that if they hacl seen the 
timber put into that house before its erection 
they would have condemned two pieces only. 
These pieces happen to be of ironbark and 
they were condemned because of certain knots 
in them. 

Admittedly, there has been the shrinkage. 
Scribbly gum, to which the hon. member 
referred, and box are permitted to be used in 
house construction in protected places. The 
shrinkage was clue to unseasoned timber and 
that is why there was a deterioration of the 
floor. It was not because of the actual nature 
of the timber. As I said in reply to a ques­
t.ion asked the other way, we are guided by 
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the experts. The Housing Commission does 
not use scribbly gum and box if they can 
avoid it, but when it is used in protected 
places and when seasoned it is a valuable 
building timber, in view of the shortage of 
timber that exists throughout Australia. 

Mr. Macdonald interjected. 

1\lr. HILTON: I thought I made the 
position clear. The Housing Commission 
would prefer not to use it. If it is seasoned 
and used in protected places-and it is in 
many instances-it gives entire satisfaction. 
Contractors have used it extensively and it 
is used very extensively by private builders. 

Mr. Kerr: Is there not any inspection 
before the timber is made available¥ · 

Mr. HILT ON: If timber has been milled 
for a month or so, it is impossible for any 
man, even the greatest expert, to know 
whether it is sufficiently seasoned at that time. 
It may appear to be seasoned. Of course, 
there is an obligation on the contractor in 
order to ensure that it is seasoned, to hold 
it for a certain time so that there will be no 
undue shrinkage. 

Mr. 1\Iorris: There is an instrument to 
test the moisture content in timber. 

Mr. HILTON: Surely the hon. member 
would not expect an officer of the co=ission 
with that appliance to be able to test every 
stick of timber put in every house¥ 

Obviously that is an absurd demand to 
make. There is an obligation on a contractor 
to use seasoned timber and if he fails to do 
so he has to pay the penalty. I make it 
clear that for any remissness of the con­
tractor in this ease he will have to pay the 
penalty .. 

To proceed with some of the more relevant 
letters on the :file in this case, I quote one 
the commission wrote to Mr. and Mrs. D. S. 
McPhie on 4 August, 1950-

" In reply to your registered letter of 
1st instant I have to advise that, follow­
ing receipt of your letter of 18th ultimo, 
further payments to your contractor were 
held pending decision on the matters dis­
puted by you in regard to the erection of 
your dwelling at Mitchelton. 

"Your contractor, Mr. Burgess, is not 
agreeable to the proposed deduction of £50 
from the contract price and has requested 
the Superintendent of Works, Mr. King, 
to inspect the disputed items. This inspec­
tion will be made very soon, and you will 
be advised of the result thereof without 
delay.'' 

It does not indicate th:at the commission 
was falling down on its job. 

On 6 September the whole question in con­
nection with this building was submitted to 
the Solicitor-General and the advice of that 
officer was to this effect-

" In my opinion the Housing Commission 
should not aeeept any responsibility for 
compensation and has ample powers under 
clause 33 of the general conditions of con­
tracts to deal with this matter." 

In order to ensure that there would be no 
responsibility on the part of the commission, 
the whole matter was submitted to the 
Solicitor-General for his advice and, of 
course, I informed the hon. member for Mt. 
Coot-tha, who was handling the ease, that 
that step had been taken. 

On 18 September, 1950, a letter was written 
from the commission to Mr. A. C. Burgess, 
which reads as follows:-

'' Re: H.S.809. 
''With further reference to your con­

tract in connection with the erection of the 
above dwelling and previous request for 
you to carry out correction of faulty work­
manship, I would advise that you are 
requested to put such work in hand forth­
with. 

"Your attention is drawn to clause il3 
of the building agreement which you signed 
in connection with above dwelling. You 
are advised that unless you take immediate 
steps regarding correction of faulty work, 
the commission will have no alternative 
but to take action under the abovemen­
tioned clause. 

''For your information a copy of the 
agreement is attached hereto.'' 

On 13 October the Queensland Housing Com­
mission wrote to Mr. Burgess as follows:­

"Re: Dwelling-H.S. 809-D. S. and 
W. I. McPhie, Station view street, Mitchel­
ton. 

''In regard to your contract for the erec­
tion ·Of the abovementioned dwelling, I 
have to advise that the following items 
require your attention:-

1. Provide and :fix a further three (3) 
anchor bolts. 

2. Complete vermin proofing to front 
wall plate. 

3. Remove surplus earth from under 
back stairs. 

4. Cut bottom plate at dwarf wall to 
back stairway. 

5. Provide and :fix small gate under 
house. 

6. Trim stump cap for downpipe. 
7. Provide flashing over laundry door 

and louvres. 
8. Door to laundry to be braced and 

adjusted. 
9. Install fuel copper and chimney. 
10. Provide uniform taps in bath­

room. 
11. Cheek vent from heater in bath­

room with regulations of Gas Company. 
12. Anchor washbasin. 
13. Provide and :fix saddle cap to 

stringers of front stairs. 
14. Provide and :fix braces to E.C. door, 

also clean out building and provide saw­
dust box and scoop. 

15. Replace back door which is affected 
by borers. 

16. Paintwork.-Paint inside all cup­
boards. Rub down with glass paper 
and re:finish mouldings to cupboards in 
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kitchen. Paper off and repaint 4 x 4 
post to front landing. Another coat is 
required to door and fascias and barges 
to E.C. Another coat to laundry door. 

17. Provide and :fix two additional 
collar ties to roof and also complete bird 
proo:fing. 

18. Replace stop window bathroom. 
19. Level weatherboards at bathroom 

window. 
20. Adjust all joinery. 

' ' This list is in addition to the list of 
items issued on 18 August last. 

"Please arrange to have items completed 
without further delay.'' 

I have read that letter in detail purposely. 
A direction was issued on 18 August last, 
long before this man had made all these 
complaints, and I have mentioned all those 
items to inform hon. members that the com­
mission was watching this job very closely. 

Mr. Decker: After the house was built? 

Mr. HILTON: The hon. member must 
think that the commission has an army of 
inspectors and that it can plant one at each 
dwelling all dal. long whilst work is being 
carried out on 1t. The commission demands 
that the work will be carried out to the satis­
faction of everybody concerned. 

Mr. Morris: This was 39 weeks after the 
house was supposed to have been :finished. 

Mr. HILTON: That suggestion is on a 
par with the stupidity of the remarks of the 
hon. member for Mount Coot-tha today. 
Even though a contractor might undertake to 
complete a dwelling within a certain time, we 
cannot compel him to do it. This was a 
private contract, under which the contractor 
incurred certain obligations. The charge 
made by the hon. member was that the Hous­
ing Commission was responsible for all these 
things, and I am making a case to prove 
that the commission did everything possible 
within reason to ensure that the contractor 
did the job properly and that the McPhies 
were fully protected. However, the hon. mem­
ber is not satis:fied. He admits that he rushed 
in without being fully informed on the 
matter, and when I prove a case for the Hous­
ing Commission, he interjects that the house 
should have been :finished long ago. It would 
have been :finished if the contractor had ful­
:filled his obligations. Does the hon. member 
think that we should arrest the contractor, 
or hold a gun at his head and say, "You 
must work on that job day and night and 
finish it within the speci:fied timet '' ~ How 
stupid it is of him to make such an inter­
Jection t 

Mr. M.orris: If you are getting a fee of 
about £50 to supervise the job, it should be 
done properly. 

1 Mr. HILTON: In reply to that interjec­
tion, I ask the hon. member to put himself 
in the position of the Housing Commissioner. 
What would he do if, within the time speci­
:fied in the contract, these things went wrong 
and the contractor had not completed the 

building~ Would he go out with a gun and 
hold it at the man's head and make him 
do the work~ How stupid it is of him to talk 
like that! Knowing his mentality, however, 
I do not doubt that he would do that if he 
was personally concerl!.ed. 

I am not going to weary the Committee 
much longer with quotations from this :file 
but there are two more co=unications I 
should like to read. First I should like to 
read a letter dated 18 August last because it 
contains a signi:ficant concluding paragraph 
and is addressed to the contractor concerned 
with Mr. Burgess. It refers to the fact that 
this house was constructed in an unsatisfac­
tory way and it says-

"With reference to your recent discus­
sion with the Commissioner, Borrower and 
Superintendent of Works, and later with 
the Superintel).dent of Works on the site, 
regarding the abovementioned job, I would 
advise that you are hereby instructed to 
carry out corrective work as follows:-

( 1) Remove bulge in floor of dining 
room and hallway; recramp floor where 
necessary; make good where daylight is 
showing through same. 

(2) Remove angle stop under sill on 
left hand front corner of house and 
replace same with new in correct manner. 

(3) Remove and make good faulty sill 
to group of sashes over front steps and 
also make good any disturbed work. 

( 4) Remove short piece of spouting to 
raking facia over stove recess ; make 
good in one piece between angles ; check 
all angles to spouting for required 
laps and have same rivetted; make good 
all disturbed work. 

(5) Check and ease all joinery and 
leave same working freely. 

(6) Provide 1-inch quadrants under 
window sills and paint same as speci:fied 
for walls. This is necessary to cover up 
bad :fitting of weatherboards to grooves 
under sills. 
"You will realise that even with the 

above corrective work, it will still not be 
possible to hand over a :first-class job to 
the Borrower in respect to plates, bearers, 
joists and floor, therefore, it will be neces­
sary to also compensate the Borrower in 
this regard. 

"Please treat this matter as urgent in 
order to expedite completion of the con­
tract.'' 

Perhaps I should have read that letter earlier 
but I would point out that the Housing Com­
mission realises that a faulty job is being 
carried out. 

Mr. Morris: After the borrower had com­
plained. 

Mr. HIL'l'ON: The hon. member may 
make that puerile interjection but the 
Housing Commission realised in August that 
a faulty job was being done and indicated to 
the contractor that he would have to com­
pensate the borrower, Mr. and Mrs. McPhie, 
even after he had carried out the only work 
that could be done to put the job in order. 
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In view of that fact, will any honourable 
member stand up here and charge the Hous­
ing Commission with robbing these people, 
with being negligent in the matter of super­
vision~ 

I conclude reference to this case by point­
ing out that the Housing Commissioner 
brought Mr. McPhie, the contractor, and 
other people concerned into his office and 
these matters were discussed at length. He 
did that on more than one occasion and the 
position had been reached on 23 October last, 
which is only a little over a week ago, dis­
closed in this memorandum from the senior 
inspector to the Commissioner-

" He c1welling-H.S. 809-D.S. and IV.T. 
:i\IcPhie. J'llitcholton. 

''I accompanied Mr. Galvin and JI!Ir. 
'\IcPhie to the chvellinP' at :i\Iitchelton at 
1.30 p.m. today. Cont~actor Burgess vva& 
on the job. After much discussion, during 
which I used my best endeavours to reach 
a settlement, Mr. JlilcPhie stated that l;e 
vvished to consult a solicitor before coming 
to :my decision. .He promised to contact 
and advise this office of his decision in 
the 11enr future.'' 

l want to stnte in fairness to ~fr. Burgess 
that at that conference he promised to do 
certain things to the best of his ability am1 
at his 0\Yn expense in order to compensate 
for the faulty work. Mr. :McPhie knew tha~. 
but he intimated that he wanted to consult 
his sol-icitor before making a final decision. 

There the matter sbm1s 8t the prec.ent 
time. I informed the hon. member for Mt. 
Coot-tha of thnt eonfercnee and tolil him thn.t 
J\lr. Burgess harl pTomisc(1 L> do certain work 
next \Yeck. That \Yns last :Jionclav \\"Cl·k. 
The commencement of that work vvas con­
tingent on Mr. M cPhie 's being willing to 
accept the wOTk promised by Mr. Bmges·' 
and, of cotuse, if they could come to terms 
regarding compensation to be allowed to ).fv. 
and Mrs. McPhie. vVhat more could a man 
have done in that respecU 

I make this lJOint: what greater snper­
Yision could have been exercised bv nn y 
private &Tchitect than was exercised in this 
case~ I defy challenge on thnt roint. 
J<'urthermore, under the conditions of the con­
tract Jllr. and JI.Irs. McPhie hac1 their mrn 
redress all the way through. Th:_•y could have 
instituted legal pToceedings agajnst the con­
tractor, but I do not think they would havl) 
been wise at that stage in doing so. I want 
to inform the hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha 
that the signatories to the contract were Mr. 
and Mr8. McPhie and the contractor, Mr. 
Burgess. Today he twistPcl my information 
n.nd s-:tid that I informed I> 'm that the 
J\!fcP.hies would _have to institute legal pro­
ceedmgs on thmr own account in order to 
obtain satisf::tetion. 

lUr. Jiorris: That is what you did say. 

. Mr. ~ILTON_: I did not give that 
mformatwn to tne hon. mern1:er. I pointed 
out that Mr. and Mrs. McPhie had legal 
redress. (Interjrctions). If the hon. mem­
ber for Mt. Coot-tha cannot take it he at 

least shJuld keep quiet aml allow other hon. 
members to hear my reply to his ehaTge. I 
pointed out to the hou. member that Mr. 
and Mrs. McPhie, under the terms of the con­
tract, had a right to legal action if they 
wished to execute it, but I did not say that 
the right devolved on them. UndeT the con­
ditions of the contract the State Housing 
Commission, as supervising authority, had 
certain rights. It intimatec1 to the contractor 
as far back as last August that those Tights 
would be exercised in favour of their clients, 
Mr. and Mrs. McPhie. As I mentioned, the 
last conference took place on the matter only 
a few clays ago. vVo have not heard yet 
the decision of :!\fr. n.nd Mrs. :i\fcPhie. If 
the hon. member for Mt. Coot-tlm was sup­
plied vvith tlwt brief story b;,· Mr. :\[cPhic, 
as unclouhter11Y he IYUS. he must hav-e known 
that that conference took place and he must 
have known that Mr. ilfcPhie hacl not made 
a final decision in the matter, yet in spite of 
that he came alonP' here todav ancl made a 
yery grave charg~ against the Queensland 
IT ousing Commission. Every hon. member has 
the right to criticise administration but I c1o 
strongly resent a charge of graYo malaclmini 
stration being lev-elled against an innocent 
man who went to no end of trouble to put 
the matter right. He was <J:ware that the 
contractor h8c1 done a bad job, bnt it was not 
the fault of the Housing Commission. I 
thrO\\~ the accusntions n1ade l;y the l 1 0H. 

member back into his teeth. (Interjection,,) 

I propose to deal now \Yith the second 
cnse referred to bY the hon. member in 
support of all the gmve allc6ations that he 
made. That is the case of the gentleman 
:\Ir. Peel who complained that he has 
received a mw deal from the Hou.sing Com­
mission. 'l'he hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha 
made this grave charge: 

''He was told it was £1,575 and he wns 
prepm·ed to pay £1,625 and you jn.cked it 
up £300 because it was falling to pieces 
and you had to spenc1 a couple of hundred 
pounds to repair it and you charged this 
man for it. That is how the Housing 
Commission is treating these people. They 
do nothing but rob them right and left. 
As long as the Housing Commission 
operates you will continue to rob the 
people.'' 

That is a most serious charge. Again by 
implication the hon. member makes the point 
that the Housing Commissioner personally 
was carrying out this maladministration and 
robbing the people. 

Let us get the full story on this case. 
We go back to 16 December, 1948. 

]1r. ]I orris: Why don't you go back to 
13 October last~ 

:iJ'Ir. HILT ON: I will present this case in 
my own way and truthfully . 

The CHAIRJIAN: Order! The hon. 
member for Mt. Coot-tha has had an oppor­
tunity to state his case, and he must now 
give the Minister the right to rej)ly. 
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iUr • .HILTON: To satisfy the hon. mem­
ber and to show there is nothing to hide, I 
will go back to the first letter dated 
1 October, which reads as follows:-

''With reference to your application to 
purchase the d\Yelling known as Brisbane 
1244, situated at Edith Street, Enoggora, 
I wish to advise that it has been approved 
to sell the property to you. 

''The Commission is not yet in a posi­
tion to advise you the purchase price 
thereof, but will do so at the earliest 
opportunity.'' 

Now \Ye come to the letter of 13 October, 
\Yhich reads a' follows:-

''Further to the Commission's letter of 
the 1st inst. I \vish to advise that if you 
make an offer of £1,623 for the dwelling 
kno1m as Brisbane 1244 on a deposit of 
£375, such offer 1rill be submitted to the 
:'\Iinister for his consideration.'' 

The following letter in reply is dated 
14 October:-

''Dear Sir,-In reply to your com­
munication of 13th inst. regarding the 
cost of the homo I \Vas informed when I 
made my application thnt the price of 
same could not be assesc:ecl until near com­
pletion. ~',s the house is only 40 per cent. 
complete would you ]Jleace notify me if 
the £1,625 is the final price. It seems to 
me to be excessive and would it be pos­
sible to have same revalued 9'' 

There is the mun himself admitting that the 
place is only 40 per cent. compkte on 14 
October. Even at that stage he thought the 
l'ricn was excessive and he asks that it be 
revalued. 

The Conm1issioner replied on 12 November 
as follows:-

'''With reference to your application to 
pmchaRo property Brisbane 1244 situated 
Edith Stl·eet, Enoggera, I have to advise 
thn t the price of this house which is now 
uni!er construction may be around the 
£1,62;"5 mark. However, the Commission 
cannot sell the house to you except on 
completion.'' 

"It is approved to set the house aside 
for sale to you. As evidence of your good 
faith you may lodge the amount of £325 
suggested by you, such sum will be placed 
in your name to the Commission's Savings 
Bank Trust Account where it 1vill earn 
the interest allowed of the bank. By this 
action you do not in any way commit your­
self to purchase the property and should, 
for m1y reason, you desire to withclra w 
your application before the completion of 
the building, you may do so. On com­
pletion of the house the purchase price will 
be finally determined'' 

On 8 December Mr. Peel wrote to the secre­
tary of the Housing Commission-

'' With reference to my desire to pur­
chase property Brisbane 1244 I would 
point out owing to heavy expenses incurred 
by me a few years past, of a medical 
nature, in connection with my wife's ill­
ness and daughter I am unable to meet 
any higher deposit than £325, the amount 

already paid in by me. I would request 
the Commission to try and see if they would 
grant me the sale of the property under 
these conditions.'' 

On 16 December the Housing Commission 
wrote to Peel-

' ''With TefeTence to your application to 
purchase the dwelling known as Brisbane 
1244 I wish to advise that the ::\1inister 
has approved of the sale to you for approxi­
mately £1,575, with land on freehold tenure, 
on deposit of £325. Kindly note that this 
is an approximate price only and it is a 
condition of the sale to you that, should 
the purchase price exceecl £1,57 5, the dif­
ference in cost must be met by you in 
cash.'' 

This man was anxious to purchase [L housP 
and the limit of arlvance on a wooden dwel­
ling at that time, spcrrking from memory, 
was £1,250. He had a o~rtain amount of 
money that he coultl provide. The final price 
of the house could not be detcnninecl, but in 
order to meet this man this arrangement was 
entered into it. It was perfectly legitimate 
under the circumstances. The commission 
tried to help him. It was pointed out, how­
oYer, that any increase over that price must 
be paid for in cash. There was no ambiguity 
about that and J'IIr. Peel understood it very 
clearlv. He knew t'wt because of his cir­
cumstances :m effort wns being made by the 
commission to help him in buying the home. 

JUr. Hiley: How close was the house to 
emnplction 1vhcu that c stinl:ltc -was n1ade? 

Thir. HILT ON: It was round about 50 
rcr cent. completed then ancl in ease it 
escilpcs n1y n1cn1or;v htt"r I 1nust rncntion here 
that it is impossible for each house to be 
costed individually. ·when a group of houseQ 
is being constructed by r1ay labour and theTe 
is development work assoeiated with the land, 
that also has to be taken into consideration. 
At times over a year elapses, sometimes more, 
before the final price can be determined. 
'rhat is due, of course, to the carrying ont 
of developmental work, which on a big estate 
sometimes takes a long time. 

lUr. Hiley: Do you cost on the whole 
estate and not the individual dwelling'? 

J.'\Ir. IIILTON: The cost on the whole 
estate; developmental works, roacls, clrain­
nge ancl that sort of thing have to be taken 
into consideration. 

lUr. Lnckins: Would you not be able to 
cost on so much a square? 

l'I'Ir. HILT ON: That is the actual cost of 
the building but there is the developmental 
work associated with the estate. This man 
knew a special effort hac1 been made by the 
commission to meet him and here I will read 
the concluding part of his letter of 12 J ann­
ary, 1940, which indicates that he appreci­
ated then the efforts made on his behalf-

"Well, Mr. Galvin, I thank you for the 
way in which yon have helped us, but as 
we are buying same I think something 
should be clone. I honestly think that in 
a few years time or less the plaster will 
crack.'' 
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~Ir. Hiley: He was in occupation then? 

Mr. HILTON: Yes. The plaster had 
shown defects. As I mentioned earlier the 
plastering of this house and other h~uses 
in that locality had been done by a sub­
contractor. I am not blaming the contrac­
tors for the <1Eality of the plaster; I do not 
know whether they manufactured it or not. 
They fixed the plaster and defects appeared. 
Mr. Peel was in occupation and he wrote­
and rightly so-about the faulty plaster but 
he concluded his letter by thanking Mr. 
Galvin for all he had done to help him. 

The Secretary for Mines and Immigration 
was the Secretary for Public Works, Housing 
cand Local Government at that time. The 
whole question was looked into and instruc­
tions were issued to the sub-contractor to 
make the faulty work good. He did make 
it good but the cost of making it good was 
not a charge to Mr. Peel. I have examined 
the figures, and on no occasion was the extra 
cost of the faulty work charged to the 
capital cost. 

Mr. Hiley: Did it cost the commission 
anything' 

Mr. HILTON: It did cost the commission 
something. Defects do not appear for some 
time and there is a limited time within 
which the commission would have a call on 
a sub-contractor. The plastering proved to be 
defective and at the present time another 
defect is showing in one room and the 
commission has given a guarantee that it 
will fix the plaster at its own expense-not 
Peel's expense-and put the house in 
:absolutely good order. 

Mr. Sparkes: That is fair. 

~Ir. HILTON: Nothing could be fairer. 
The Commission went out of its way to help 
Mr. Peel to get this house and at no time was 
he told that the final price was £1,575 or 
£1,625. He was informed that he would 
have to pay in cash any sum over the amount 
mentioned. 

The hon. member for Mt. Coot.tha made 
reference to the question of insurance, and 
tried to make up a strong case because of a 
certain communication regarding insurance. 
Obviously there is a condition that houses 
must be insured. The final cost cannot be 
known but an approximate price was quoted 
to Mr. Peel, and this was the amount for 
which insurance was taken out. When refer­
ence was made in the communication from the 
commission to Mr. Peel the contract was 
referred to, or the approximate amount in 
the contract Mr. Peel had signed. There is 
no case against the commission on that score. 
The house was insured for the approximate 
amount less the cost of the land. Mr. Peel 
knew that and he was told he was in order 
in insuring his own furniture under a 
separate policy. 

lUr. Morris: Why did the letter say the 
contract was for £1,425. 

Mr. HILTON: If the hon. member has 
the intelligence to follow my remarks, he 
would not ask that question. 

~Ir. ~I orris: There is no need to be 
insulting. 

Mr. HILTON: I am obliged to be, 
because I mentioned that it was an approxi­
mate price that was put in the contract. I 
read out the letter to Mr. Peel intimating 
that the commission would sell at that price 
on the condition that any cost over that 
amount had to be paid in cash. As I said, 
the insurance was taken out on that basis; 
you do not insure land. It was then the 
approximate cost of the house as mentioned 
in the contract and that amount was covered 
by insurance. 

llir. Morris: Did you build this house 
by contract~ 

Mr. HILTON: An agreement between 
Mr. Peel and the commission-an agreement 
to buy. It might help the hon. member to 
understand the ease if I put it that 
way. The final price was ascertained 
earlier this year-some time back­
and Mr. Peel was notified of the 
price. He contended that because of the 
approximate price was quoted he was being 
given a raw deal. He inspired the hon. mem­
ber for Mt. Coot-tha to say that the price 
had been jacked up by £300 and that Peel 
was being robbed. That was the final cost of 
the house and the land, and did not include 
the cost of repairing the plaster. Mr. Peel 
objected, and Mr. Galvin invited him and 
Mrs. Peel into his office and explained every­
thing to them; he guaranteed to them that 
anY defective plaster would be renewed at 
the commission's expense. Furthermore, he 
said to them, ''If you are not satisfied with 
the house, you can inspect another house if 
you wish and can have all your money back 
under this contract, less the economic rent 
payable by you during your occupancy.'' 
Could anything be fairer than that~ 

lUr. ~!orris: Yes, a lot fairer. Add the 
cost of the land to the £1,420 and you are 
giving them a fair price. On the figure you 
have quoted you are charging them £450 for 
the land, and you know it is not worth £150. 

)Ir. HILTON: It is impossible for the 
hon. member to understand a simple state­
ment, otherwise he would not make such a 
statement. If he would confer with his 
leader, who is sitting beside him, I am sure 
he would be put on the right track, because 
I know that the Deputy Leader of the Oppo­
sition appreciates the meaning of what I have 
said on this matter. The price of £1,575 was 
approximate only and the contract with Mr. 
Peel was that any cost in excess of that 
amount would have to be paid by him in 
cash. 

That is the story with regard to Mr. Peel. 
I have given personal attention to this matter 
because Mr. Peel was represented to me as 
a very decent type of man. However, I 
believe that this matter has become an obses­
sion with him. He has not been robbed of 
one penny; on the other hand, the Commis­
sioner has done everything possible to help 
him, even to the extent of offering to release 
him from this contract, allowing him to look 
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at another house, and offering to refund him 
all the money he had paid on account of this 
dwelling less the economic rent payable by 
him. 

1\Ir. Hiley: On an examination of the 
dates, it would appear that he was not told 
the latest estimate of . £1,425 till within a 
fortnight of going into possession of the 
house. 

1Ir. HILTON: Because of the limit of 
the advance that could be made at the 
time and Peel's lack of finance and 
because the final cost of the house could not 
be estimated, the Housing Commission made 
a special effort to meet this man. If the 
hon. member will examine the :figures I have 
quoted he will see that they are related to 
the conditions laid down in the Act at that 
time. 

Mr. Dewar: How many squares were 
there in that house~ 

Mr. HILT ON: I do not intend to go into 
any details. I think it was close on 10 
squares, but that is entirely irrelevant to the 
discussion. 

Mr. Dewar: I was wondering about the 
dates--

Mr. HILTON: If the hon. member had 
been listening he would have known the 
dates. 

That offer to Mr. Peel still stands if he 
desires to take advantage of it. He has 
not been robbed in any shape or form; on 
the contrary, he has been given very courte­
ous consideration by the Housing Commission. 

I do not want to worry hon. members any 
further, but whilst I admit the right of 
hon. members to indulge in fair criticism, 
it is a shocking thing for any member to come 
here and make grave charges of maladmini­
s.tration that impugn the honesty of the 
Housing Commissioner. I know of no public 
servant who devotes himself more earnestly 
to his job and who works longer hours than 
does. Mr. Galvin in his endeavour to expedite 
housmg construction in this State. 

Perhaps later on in the session we may have 
an opportunity of debating housing activities 
to a greater extent than I have done today, 
but ! . am _glad to have had this opportunity 
of nsmg m the defence of this officer who 
has don.e a magnificent job, who doe~ not 
spare himself one iota in carrying out his 
dutie.s to the full. I very strongly resent the 
u~farr charges that have been made against 
him. I feel sure that I have convinced those 
hon. members who can appreciate a case that 
no charge can be levelled against thE. Housing 
Commission in respect of the two cases quoted 
by the hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha. 

Mr. WALSH (Bundaberg) (7.46 p.m.): 
I desire to make a few observations on the 
Financial Statement, which can be accepted 
as one of the most important documents pre­
sented to hon. members of this Chamber. It 
has a vital bearing on the welfare of the 
community as a whole, regardless of the occu­
pation in which any of them may be engaged. 

Remarkable though it may be, I think it can 
be said that very few hon. members have 
applied themselves to the financial aspect of 
the matter. I have listened very attentively 
to the debate, because I make it a practice not 
to absent myself from Parliament while it is 
in session, and I am satisfied that it can be 
said without contradiction that very few hon. 
members have applied their minds to the 
:financial aspect of the Budget. Since hon. 
members opposite have departed from it, with 
few exceptions that perhaps I can name, such 
as the hon. member for Coorparoo and the 
hon. member for Toowong-as time goes along 
he will realise just the conglomeration that 
he is associated with over there-I am not 
bound to apply myself to it either. It is not 
incumbent on any hon. member on this side 
for that matter to discuss the :financial aspects 
of the Statement, because after all we are 
aware of all the implications and all the facts. 
contained within it. 

If I may join with other hon. members in 
their commendation of the Treasurer on the 
Budget he has submitted and on the way it 
has been presented to Parliament, I should; 
like to say that when I listened to the hon. 
member for Mulgrave offer his commenda­
tions I realised just how much he was out of 
step with the members of his own party in 
making that complimentary reference. I have 
some experience of the Treasurer and I d<> 
not know of any hon. member in this Chamber 
who applies himself more to his job than he­
does. Whether as secretary of the Parlia­
mentary I,abour Party or as member for 
South Brisbane or whatever his position 
within the Labour Party or in this Chamber 
has been, I have always found that he applies 
his mind to all the subjects it is his duty to 
deal with. 

Do not run away with the idea that I am 
going to apply myself to the financial aspects 
of the Budget, and there are many reasons 
why I should not. However, I am going to 
say a few words about it. I think uppermost 
in the minds of those who have applied their 
minds, if only theoretically, to the :financial 
affairs of the State has been the subject of 
inflation. 

Like that blessed word Mesopotamia in 
the first World War, it seems to be on 
E'Verybody 's tongue today. I have seen a lot 
of people come into this Chamber very much 
inflated and I have seen them go out very 
much deflated as time went on. 

An Opposition Member: As you went 
out. 

Mr. W ALSH: I am still here, whether 
I went ont or not. I f\lll bncl;: here, despiti; 
all the dirty work of the Opposition, incln,l­
ing the hon. member for Coorparoo. 

There have been various presentations O'f 
the question of inflation just as if it were 
something new that had arisen in our financial 
economy. After all, inflation can be taken 
back to the days of the great industrial 
revolution when kings and dishonest Govern­
ments took the opportunity, because of 
inflation, to debase the currency. What is 
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happening in this country today is an example 
of what happened OYer 200 years ago. It :s 
not the result of administration of Labom 
Governments. Long before Labour Go;-ern­
ments came into the field of politics these 
things were experienced in our financial 
rconom;·, not only here but in other parts of 
the world. Conserruently, we have to look 
at the reason why so many people are talk­
ing about inflation torlay. It is true that 
during the course of the debate many suu­
gestions haYe been made and many palliativ~s 
have b~en offered whereby we might owr­
come tms problem. The hon. member for 
Coorparoo, in his anaemic contribution to the 
debate, suggested various ways and means 
whereby the Commonwealth might be relie;-ccl 
of those forms of taxation th;t may not be 
popular and pass them on to the State. I 
:cgrce that the hon. member for Tooy,·ong 
came down to a more practical basis but 
as the Pr_emier sai:1 here this afternoon, ther~ 
was _nothmg new m what he said. His sug· 
gestwns have been made time and ao·ain L 
Governments of varying political" col01;,. 

throughout the Commonwealth. 

It is true that one of the factors that 
may help in O\ ercomin;;: inflation is incrr·ase'l 
production, but as I heard an interjector 
say the other night, increased production is 
n?t the sole factor in curing this economic 
disease, one of the most insidious ills in our 
economic structure, but it is one that might 
help. I want to dissociate myself from those 
people who say that because we have an anti­
Labour Government in the Federal sphere 
the workers should slow up in their 
production. 

Opposition lUembers: Hear, hear! 

Th~r. W,ALS:U :. That is what I regard as 
typical Commumst talk. After all, who are 
the pe?ple who suffer in an inflationary trend 
or penod ~ The workers themseh-es. Since 
the great bulk of the community constitute 
the people who Jiye on a hnmble wage they 
arc the people who suffer, and any hon. mem· 
ber, or any man occupying a publir position 
who advocates the slowing up of production 
because a certain type of Government are in 
power is not doing the right thino- by the 
v:orking-class in Australia. "' 

Opposition illembers: Hear, hear! 

Thir. W ALSJI: I do not want your "Hear 
hears! '' If you arc going to say that I arr{ 
going to be a bit suspicious of my own 
~houghts. I am making myself clear that it 
rs the worker, whether it is in housinu or 
whether it is in clothing, or whether it i~ in 
the ~lecossari.es of life, _who is affected by the 
slowmg up In production, not the man who 
can sit back in his limousine or R.olls R.ovce 
-only the humble ·worker. Do not let" us 
advocate. any!hing_ that is goi71g to help the 
Commumst Lechmque of disrupting this 
democracy by the slowing up of production. 

Might I say here again that I agree with 
my fl'iend the hon. member for Windsor 
who has been actively associated with me id 
anti-Communist activities. I make the appeal, 

as the Premier has made it and the Cabinet, 
to unions generally not to be led astray by 
the propaganda that is put forth by the 
Communist Party in regarcl to the Cam· 
munist Party Dissolution Bill. If they want 
to strike and if they have a good industrial 
grievanee, then let them strike, incspective 
of the Government in power, Labour or 
other-if they cannot get their rights. That 
is a right won by the trade unions not only 
in this country but throughout the world, 
to demand their industrial rights. 

lUr. liiuUer: Do you support it? 

JUr. W ALSH: I support it in every case 
where there is a genuine industrial griev· 
ancc. I am not forgetting the fact that a 
cat was found in the vat. (Government 
laughter.) 

There has been much talk about inflation. 
I agree that one of the things to be remem 
hercd in seeking means to counter inflation 
is that where production equals velocity of 
circulation >ve need have no fears in regard 
to inflation. But the thing I want to talk 
about is not so much inflation as deflation. 
Casting my mind back to 1929, 1930 and 
1931 (Opposition laughter.)-! am not go· 
ing back to the Moo re Government; yon 
need not worry about that; I am going 
further afield-! see that the danger that 
confronts the workers, the producers and 
business men generally in this country is 
deflation, not inflation-not inflation. "While 
you may at the moment have inflation on 
your doorstep, the policy that has been 
de\'eloped by the Monzies-Fadden Govern· 
ment is one that is obviously dir-ected 
to,vards deflation. An:-body who casts his 
mind back to the period of the Lyons 
Gm•ernment in 1930-31 must appreciate that 
all the moves that are being made today 
by the J\:Ienzies-Fadden Government­
as explained by the Premier this afternoon 
-are in the direction of deflation. 

If you argue on the one hand that 
increased pToduction is the essential thing to 
combat inflation, how wa~ it that in this 
country in 1930-31, when you had production 
increases in every industry in Australia, 
there were thousands of people out of work 
-thousands of men canying their swags 
whose families were hungry. ·when the plans 
for some :financial adjustment were submit· 
tPd for the purpose of canying out a works 
programme when private enterprise fell 
down on its job, what was the attitude of 
hon. members opposite and their parties 
generally~ It was the attitude that has been 
adopted today, the obstruction that has been 
continued by the Labour-controlled Senate. 
Take your i11inds back to the days when 
those people were tramping the roads 
hungry and tired and whose families were 
under-nourished, and think of what the atti­
tude of the anti-Labour-controlled Senate 
was in those days. What was the attitude 
when Scullin and Theodore brought down 
:financial measures to make monev available 
to provide work for people in this country~ 
\V ere not the same o bstmctionist tactics 
adopted by Sir George Pearce, then leader 
of the Senate W Did not he and his friends 
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do everything the~' possibly coulQ to prevent 
the majority-controlled Labour House of 
Representatives from giYing effect to the 
policy on which the people of the- country 
had returned them 9 

Of course they did; but we hear nothing 
about that in the capitalistic Press-nary a 
thought of it whatever! That is the thing 
we neell to \Yatch, and I want to warn the 
workers, the fanners and the business men 
\Yho went bankrupt because the worker and 
the fanner did not haYe the purchasing power 
in those days. That is the thing they have 
to look to. 'l'\YO years or three years hence 
it could be possible that in this country we 
shall be seeing just as many thousands walk­
ing the roalls, going rounll from place to 
place, seeking rations, but with no place to 
liYe in either for themselves or their hungry 
wives and families. 

.!Ur. l!Iuller: Because of your strike 
policy. 

lUr. WALS.H: If that is so, what is this 
anti-Labour Govemment doing about it? 
'.Vhat are the Menzies-Ji'adden Government 
doing about it1 From 1931 to 1941, 
they controlled the destinies of this country, 
apart from the preYious period from 19] 7 
to 1929, and the Communist P"arty grew and 
thrived under anti-Labour Governments in 
this country. Now that they have control, 
what are they doing with the Jim Healys and 
the other Communists who want to disrupt 
industry "I What is their party doing~ They 
are doing nothing about it. (Oppositioi1 
interjections.) Menzios and Fadclen never 
clicl want to do anything about it, and never 
will. It is just as the Premier said here this 
afternoon-they use the Communist Partv or 
any other subversive organisation in "this 
eountry to c1estroy Labour in Australia. The 
Liberal-Country Party would use these forces, 
no ~atter how subversiYe they will be to the 
natwn. That has been the history of the 
party, and hon. members opposite cannot 
deny it. 

I\Ir. Kerr: We would not touch them with 
a 40 foot pole. 

Mr. W ALS.H: All the evidence is there, 
including the fact that their own l\Ir. Fadclen 
made available the sum of £300 to a 
Communist-controlled organisation. 

I had hoped that I might contribute some­
thing on the general economy and financial 
aspects of the Budget, but as I realise that, 
like other members, I have a time limit 
imposed on me, I do not intend to continue 
that line of thought. I think the attitude 
of the Leader of the Opposition this ufter­
noon should be generally appreciate([. The 
hon. gentleman lmO\YS 1 have often spoken 
of him as a very gentlemanly individual; I 
cannot understand how he comes to be asso­
ciated with the group ronnel him, particul:uly 
the hon. member for Mirani who has so often 
mislell him on sugar policy. I think the hon. 
gentleman's gesture this afternoon in sup­
porting the Premier's being allowed to con­
tinue his import:mt statement was in keep­
ing "·ith \Yhat might be described as the high 

principles of democracy. After all, the Premier 
is the Premier of the State, no matter how 
some may disagree with him, and if he is 
presenting a case in the way he presented it 
this afternoon, there should be recognition 
of the fact, despite the attitude shown by 
hon. members opposite, including the hon. 
member for Munclingburra who wanted to 
divide the Committee anll gave the ::"r azi salute 
in this Chamber. 

Mr. Aikens: I am entitled to divide. 

JUr. WALS.H: You are not. 
I clo not propose to continue any longer to 

deal with the financial question, but I do 
intend to deal with some of the statements 
made by the hon. member for ~firani. 

An Opposition lUember: It is on again! 

JUr. W ALS.H: It is on again. n 1. nave 
to take the remainder of my time tonight 
in dealing with the things that he has raised 
during the Budget debate, I cannot be blamed 
for that. 

JUr. Evans: Why don't you read the 
anonymous letter? 

Jlir. W ALSH: I have got the anonymous 
letter. 'l'he hon. member is not making my 
speech for me. He need not worry about 
that. He will have to sit and take everything 
that is coming to him, just as I sat and took 
everything he gave the other evening. In 
testing the honourable member's credibilit~' I 
wish to refer to a few statements he made 
during the debate. He said, amongst other 
things, that he had resided at Balnagowan 
for 23 years. That is not true and the hon. 
member knows it is not true and cannot deny 
it. 

Jlir. Evans: I am not saying I did. 

I\Ir. WALSH: It is in "Hansard." 

lUr. Evans: I know it is there. 

lUr. YI'"ALS.H: The hon. member said it, 
and I heard him say it, and it is just one of 
the many concoctions he put over this Cham­
ber. He said that he resided there for 23 
years and he knows that he did not live there 
for 23 years. 

l'iir. Evans: I never lived there at all. 

Mr. WALS.H: Then why did you say it 
in this Chamber? 

}Ir. Evans: I owned a property there. 

JUr. W AI,SH: The hon. member said that 
he had a property at Balnagowan and had 
lived there for 23 years. Do not deny your 
own words! 

JUr. EYans: It was never said by me. 

I\Ir. WAL§H: The hon. member corrected 
his own proof. Do not blame the unfortunate 
'' Hansard'' staff, who have to submit to all 
the interruptiems in this Chamber. God knows, 
I don't have to correct my proof very much; 
they can hear me. 

On the question of voting at Sarina, I 
ehallenge the honourable member's assertion 
that he had a majority. 
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~Ir. Evans: So I did. 

Mr. WALSH: He did not. 
Mr. Evans: I gave you the figures. 

Mr. WALSH: Look at the figures and see 
how awkwardly the honourable member 
handles the truth. 

Mr. Evans: You read the figures. 

~Ir. W ALSH: Of course I will. I make 
my case backed up by :figures-not like the 
honourable member. I knew he did not get 
a majority at Sarina. These things test the 
credibility of the honourable member for 
Mirani. The voting at Sarina was-

0 'N eill . . 545 
Evans 524 

Mr. Evans: Read the group figures. 

Mr. W ALSH: To protect himself he asks 
me to read the group :figures. In "Hansard" 
he is reported as saying he got a majority at 
every centre at Sarina. 

Mr. Evans: That is correct. 

Mr. WALSH: Will the hon. member say 
that East Funnel is associated with Sarina ~ 

Mr. Evans: I don't. 

Mr. WALSH: Of course the hon. member 
does not. 

Mr. Evans: You don't. 

Mr. WALSH: Elalie is 50 miles south 
of Sarina and there is Sarina Range and Eton 
Range and the people whose names start with 
'' Z.'' The honourable member would not 
suggest that Eton Range is associated with 
Sarina and he would not suggest that Sarina 
Range is connected with Sarina. At Sarina 
he d!d not get a majority and when he made 
that statement to this Chamber he knew he 
was telling a lie. The group consists of East 
Funnel, Sarina Range, Elalie and Eton Range 
-all far removed from Sarina-and only 
:five names in the Sarina subdivision were 
contained in that group. 

On two occasions during the speech made 
by the honourable member for Whitsunday, 
the honourable member for Mirani made state­
ments by way of interjection that do not 
appear in '' Hansard,'' when I said that an 
inquiry would be justi:fied into the operations 
of eo-operative mills and management in this 
State-and I still say it, because I have the 
evidence in my possession. The honourable 
member knows it and nobody knows it better. 
In front of the honourable members for 
Flinders and Mackay he heard me doing 
his friend Hamilton over in regard to the 
rackets he was in with regard to the Race­
course mill. He said during his speech in this 
Chamber that I should have to divulge the 
amount I had invested in war bonds during 
the period I was Secretary for Public Lands. 

Mr. Evans:- That is correct. 

Mr. WALSH: I had one investment in 
the war of which I am very proud-and so is 
their mother-two sons. One of them went 
into the Commandos, and I want to emphasise 
that to the hon. member for Mirani. He 

resisted any suggestion that he might be 
given preferment by way of appointment to 
a non-commissioned or a commissioned rank, 
and on my last visit to Bundaberg his mother 
experienced the pleasure of having an 
unknown person come .up to her and tell her 
how much he thought of the boy. The other 
lad served on the "Australia" during a 
period when it was subjected to 67 air raids 
in three days. I am very proud of my 
investment and their mother's investment in 
the war. 

Mr. Evans: Were you the only one? 

Mr. WALSH: No, but I should like to 
know what was wrong with the hon. mem­
ber in 1914-18. 

Mr. Evans: What was wrong with you f 

Mr. W ALSH: The best that I could do 
was to offer my services, which I did. 

Mr. Evans: You are the only one that 
knows about it. 

Mr. WALSH: That is what the hon. 
member thinks. 

Mr. Evans: I had three brothers-­

Mr. WALSH: That is not the hon. mem­
ber. In the same way as he has always been, 
he was a shirker. 

The hon. member said, "You will have ta 
divulge what money you put into war bonds 
when you were Minister for Lands.'' That 
is part of the slimy propaganda that he and 
his man ''Friday'' indulged in during the 
1947 campaign. He spoke about the pastoral 
leases that I held and the amounts that I 
received by way of bribes and something else. 
If there is one thing of which I am proud, it 
is that I have never been a sugar-bag for 
anybody. 

Mr. Evans: But you invested that £7,000. 

Mr. W ALSH: Here is the test. I now 
hand my two bank passbooks to the Clerk 
of Parliament. I ask the hon. member and 
his leader to examine them and see for them­
selves what investments I have. I have never 
drawn one penny interest in my life from 
any investment in bonds. If the hon. member 
can cite any instance of where I have £1 
invested, other than in war savings 
certi:fieates, payment for which was deducted 
by arrangement with the Plane Creek Central 
Sugar Mill, from moneys due to me for cane 
supplied, I will resign my seat in this 
Parliament. 

Government Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. WALSH: There is a challenge-­
Mr. Evans interjected. 

Mr. W ALSH: They are my passbooks. 
Mr. Evans: That is an old trick. 

Mr. WALSH: I will deal with the hon. 
member's passbooks; do not worry about that. 

Mr. Evans: Mine are available. 

Mr. WALSH: The hon. member said his 
income-tax returns were available, which does 
not mean a thing. 
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I intend tonight to table a letter that 
was sent to me to the effect that on one 
occasion the hon. member pulled £1,000 out 
of his pocket in loose cash and said he had 
to do it because of the tax. 

Mr. Evans: That is a deliberate lie. 

Mr. WALSH: Have no doubt about it. 
I directed my secretary to send the letter 
to the Deputy Commissioner of Taxation, Mr. 
McCorkell,. and I have the correspondence here 
tonight. 

~Ir. EV ANS: I rise to a point of order. 
·The hon. member's statement that I had 
£1,000 in my pocket and was endeavouring 
to evade income tax is untrue. It is a 
.deliberate lie; it is insulting to me, and I 
.ask for its withdrawal. 

Mr. WALSH: You will not get a with­
-drawal. 

The CHAIRlfAN: Order! First of all, I 
.cannot accept the statement that it is a 
.{leliberate lie, because I would not know. 

Mr. EVANS: I say it is untrue and 
insulting, and I ask for a withdrawal. 

The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member 
for Bundaberg accept the denial of the hon. 
member for Mirani that the statement is 
true~ 

Mr. W ALSH: I realise that under the 
Standing Orders, in due respect to your autho· 
rity as Chairman of this Committee, I must 
withdraw, but I will table the letter. 

Mr. Evans: Some of your own. 

llr. WALSH: It was in his own hand­
writing, it was not typed, not roneoed-in 
his own handwriting. 

Mr. Evans: I should like to see the one 
he sent out. 

Mr. WALSH: One was addressed to my 
home. and I shall deal with that as I go on. 
I shall refer to the letter and table it. 
During the election campaign a number of 
people came to me and told me that the 
hon. member for Mirani insisted on being 
paid in cash for various sales of cattle he 
made-that he insisted on being paid in 
cash. 

Mr. EVANS: I rise to a point of order. 
That is untrue and I ask that it be with­
drawn. I deny it. It is insulting to me. 
He is a filthy animal. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for 
Mirani must withdraw that last statement. 

Mr. EV ANS: He is a filthy animal. I am 
not going to withdraw it. I am not going 
into a filthy campaign with him. He is a 
filthy, dirty brute. I withdraw nothing. 

The CHAffiMAN: I ask the hon. member 
for Mirani to withdraw that statement. It 
is unparliamentary. 

Mr. EVANS: It is true and I will not 
withdraw anything that is true. He is an 
animal. 

lUr. W ALSH: Then you do not want to 
stay here and hear all that I can say about 
you~ 

Mr. Evans: I am not afraid of you, 
either here or outside. 

The CHAIR}IAN: I make my last appeal 
to the hon. member for Mirani. I know that 
we all have tempers, that they rise and fall, 
and so I appeal to the hon. member for 
Mirani to withdraw the statement. 

}fr. EVANS: An animal that will use the 
poisoned pen to defame me and my family­
! won't withdraw it. 

lUr. WALSH: You can't take it. 

NAMING OF MEMBER. 

The CHAIR}IAN: I am sorry that the 
hon. member for Mirani cannot see his way 
to obey the wishes of the Chair. I ask him 
to obey my ruling. I have no alternative 
but to name the hon. member for disregarding 
the authority of the Chair . 

The House resumed. 

}lr. SPEAKER: The Chairman reports 
that he has named the hon. member for 
Mirani for disregarding the authority of the 
chair. 

Hon. E. 11. HANLON (Ithaca-Premier) 
(8.33 p.m.): I appeal to the hon. member for 
Mirani to reconsider his decision, to do the 
right and decent thing. 

Mr. EV ANS: I regret very much that I 
cannot. I should like very much to oblige 
the Premier but when you have the poisoned 
letter like the one written by the hon. mem­
ber for Bundaberg, I cannot withdraw. 

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER. 

Mr. HANLON: Then I have no alterna­
tive but to move-

'' That the hon. member for Mirani be 
suspended from the service of the House 
for one week.'' 

There can be no excuse for the way in which 
the hon. member has behaved. 

1\Ir. Walsh: I took all that you gave me 
the other night. 

Motion (Mr. Hanlon) agreed to. 

SUPPLY. 

COMMITTEE-FINANCIAL STATEMENT­
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Farrell, 
Maryborough, in the Chair.) 

Debate resumed from 2 November (see p. 
1073) on Mr. Gair's motion-

'' That there be granted to His Majesty 
for the service of the year 1950-51 a sum 
not exceeding £643 to defray the salary of 
the Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency the 
Governor.'' 

lUr. WALSH: It is obvious that the hon. 
member for Mirani is not made of the same 
Rubstance as myself. I did not object to 
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anything he said of me the other night, for 
the obvious reason. I am always prepared to 
''cop'' anything anyone gives me, so long 
as he can ''cop'' anything coming to him. 

TlHl other night I interjected when the 
hon. member for ::Uirani was speaking with 
reference to the statement that he made to 
me when his son was in trouble. He immedi­
ately, of course, got onto the sentimental side 
and ,;antcd to hide behind sentinwnt. I want 
to relate the circumstances. '!'hat is all I 
,, ant to do; I do not want to relate other 
than fads. A report appeared in a Brisbane 
paper in regard to a young fellow named 
Evam 11·ho had got into trouble in 1\llelbourne. 
It said he belo11ged to Mackay. Somehow or 
other I as,ociated that lad with the hon. 
member for l\limni. Later on-I have the 
records herc-I got a ring from the hon. 
n1en1hcr for ~I lrani. 

Nicklin: What about getting on with 
If you talk that non~cnse, ~~-c 

go out. 

1\Ir. W ALSH: It will still appear in 
'' Hansnrd'. '' ('.rho Opposition then 1ralkoil 
out of the Chnmbel'. \ 

Jir. Rior!lan: You mob of dingoes, you 
\Yero not g~tme to walk out the other night 
IYhon you hoanl the other rnan vilified. 

Jir. WALSH: I want to put this on 
record: the hon. member for 2\lirani immedi­
ately hid behind the sentimental side the 
other night. I am going to say that if that 
lad hatl been mv lad I should have been 
proud of him because the circumstancec, as 
they \Yere rdatecl to me by the hon. member 
for 2\Iirani, shOI>cd that he was only pro­
tecting the honour of a woman of the ser­
vices I should haYe been proud of him hail 
he taken the same action. 

Mr. Aili:ens: You would have done the 
same yomself' 

lUr. W ALSII: I would have, exactly. 
'l'he fact I want to record is that the hon. 

member for ::Yiirani rang me on 18 January, 
bdwcen 3 and 4 p.m., and asked me coulll I 
assist him in getting a remanu of a case 
affecting his son until he could got dom1 to 
arrange for his defence. ·when he rang me 
-and he apologised for his action in ringing 
me-I said, ''Don't worry about that, Ernie; 
it could have been my own son, and anything 
that could be done for me in the circum­
stances I would appreciate.'' I arranged 
with the then Commissioner of Police, Mr. 
Carroll, to send a police rauio message to 
Melbourne to arrange for the necessurv 
remancl. I got a reply back through Mr. Car­
roll in a little over an hour. I proceeded 
then, as my records will show, to communi­
eate with the hon. member for Mirani 
through channels that I could best arrange 
at the time. I got my secretary to look up 
the phone book, but he had no number in 
the phone book and the shire office was closed. 
I then sent an urgent wire to Inspector 
Osborne, asking him to contact the Evans 
family that night and advise that the neces­
sary arrangements had been made for the 
remand. I took it upon myself next morn­
ing to communicate with the shire office and 

notify the shire clerl:, Mr. Cowley, to teH 
M1<. Evans when he came to Brisbane to con­
tact me and I would do everything in my 
power to see he got transport to :Melbourne. 
He came to this House and I made a depart­
mental car available to him. I arranged for 
his transport to Sydney in an evacuee train 
that was taking Portuguese from Timor to 
New South "\Vales and Victoria. 

I arranged for a specinl compartment for 
him and his wife. I arranged through my 
secretary for their bookings from Sydney to 
Melbourne. He sent me a wire, a copy of 
which I have here tonight in my hand. He 
returned to :l\fackay and told them what a 
great fellow I was-Labour supporters and 
non-Labour supporters alike-and that he 
would see he would never oppose me for 
J\ilirani and he woulcl do everything he could 
to see that there was no candidate to oppose 
me. Not that I IYas worried about that, but 
I cun portraying the type of man he is. 

"\Vhen the J\fackay by-election occuned I 
went np to take charge as campaign director, 
and he approached me and asked me to come 
along and have lunch with him-he and Mrs. 
Evans would like to show their appreciation. 
I rejected the offer in the first place. I told 
him I ·was engaged on other important busi­
ness. I-Ie came back two cla vs Inter and 
made the same proposul. He sai"cl Mrs. Evans 
would be YeT:· clisappointed if I did not go. 
There are two members in this Chamber 
tonight-the hon. member for Mackay and the 
hon. member for Flinders-who know that he 
cume to take me out to his home. If I drop 
dead in this Chamber now, he repeated to m& 
and said, ''I just want to show you how 
much v:e appreciate what you hm·e clone. 
There is one thing, you can rest nssurecl, Ted, 
I will never oppose you for Mirani.'' I did 
not trust him then and I never did trust him. 
I said, "It is entirely a matter for yourself, 
Ernie.'' Twelve months later, in 1944, he 
1ms one of a gTOup 1vho raised £300 to £500 
to put J. :i'\f. 11ulherin in the fielcl in Mirani 
against me and in 1947 he was the candidate 
against me. I am not worrying about that; I 
can take my defeat-don't worry about that 
-and come up again and have another go. 

I will give the particulars of the wires. 
The wire from Melbourne was addressed to 
E. J. Walsh, Parliament House, Brisbane, and 
reads-

" Many thanks position very hopeful. E 
Evans.'' 

The following telegram was 'phoned from 
B 8316 at 5.40 p.m. on Monday, 18 January, 
1943, at urgent rates--

'' Inspector Os borne, Officer of Police, 
Mackay. 

''Inform Evans Chairman Pioneer Shire 
Council immediately case in south remanded 
to twenty-fifth instant and advise him to 
contact me when in Brisbane. Walsh 
Minister for Lands.'' 

I do not quote anything in this Chamber 
unless I can back it up by some factual 
m·idence. 

I referred earlier, on the Address in Reply, 
to the sale of a farm belonging to one G. H. 
Pearse. I referred to the fact that the hon. 
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member had bought this farm at a very low 
figure and that the person concerned was in 
straitened circumstances be<Jause he owed a 
lot of rates to the shire council and had a 
lot of indebtedness for rural loans. Early in 
1939 the hon. member sold his farm for a 
considerable sum-the house was burnt down 
some time before that; that may not mean 
anything, of course-and after he sold it­
and for the information of members who may 
not know it, in the co-operative mills it is 
necessary for the chairman or any director 
to hold an assignment of land to the mill­
he bought this small farm with an assignment 
of 5 acres. 

The land ranger's valuation of that farm 
was £455. The hon. member gave £420 for 
it, so it is obvious he did not give too much 
for it. I made reference to the fact that on 
27 June, 1940, an Italian, Francesco Natoli, 
was appointed bailiff. Italy declared war 
on Britain and France on 19 June, 1940. 
Seventeen days after Italy had declared w.(J.r 
on Britain this good patriot emp'!oys an 
enemy alien as his bailiff! This Labour 
Government, whom I proceeded to defend here 
the other night, knowing their obligation to 
the thousands of soldiers who had offered 
their lives in the Middle East against this 
enemy, adopted a policy that no lands were 
to be transferred to enemy aliens during the 
war. The hon. member, with all his boasting, 
comes into this Chamber and attacks this 
Government on their ex-servicemen's land­
settlement policy and other concessions given 
to ex-servicemen. This is a classical example 
of his attitude we have seen here. The 
facts are in this document I propose to table. 
I ask that one be handed to the Premier for 
his information. I have also a copy for the 
Leader of the Opposition, which I will leave 
with the Clerk of Parliament. I will table 
the other document-a copy of it will go on 
the records of this Parliament. It shows that 
I have not come into this Chamber and made 
any misstatement or anything that cannot 
be substantiated by factual evidence. All 
the evidence here indicates that. The land 
ranger reported-

" I am satisfied that Evans is not a 
desirable selector as regards this block of 
land, and that he grasped the opportu­
nity of his position of chairman of the 
Pioneer Shire Council to purchase the area 
when Pearse was in extremities as regards 
large amounts of rates owing. This is a 
splendid block of 100 acres of good scrub 
land available and properly cleaned up and 
grassed should run at least 60 dairy cows. 
It is a first-class dairying block and has 
a good living area.'' 

Now let us look at the terms and condi­
tions under which this bailiff went in. Natoli 
signed a statement under date 17 October, 
1940, to the effect that he had known Evsns 
for about three years through working occa­
sionally for the Pioneer Shire CounciL Evans 
approached him at the time about the pur­
ehase with a view to working on the selec­
tion. The proposal put to him by Evans 
was that he was to work the selection, to be 

paid for cutting the cane and retain any­
thing earned outside of this for the first 12 
months. Thereafter he was to receive a half 
share in the returns from the farm, includ­
ing the cane crop. Mr. Evans undertook. to 
send 15 good milking cows to the selectwn, 
the return from which Natoli was to have. 
About 16 July Evans sent 20 cows and bull 
by rail and Natoli had to pay the freight. 
There were five milking cows from which he 
obtained three gallons, but after two months 
13 were milking. The cream cheque for July 
was £1 13s. 9d. and for August £4 3s. Sd. 
The cows were said to be poor and ticky 
when they arrived. 

I make that reference to the sale of the 
farm from Pearse to Evans when he was 
chairman of the Pioneer Shire CounciL This 
man got a notice from the shire council that 
they were going to compulsorily sell him up 
unless he paid the rates. This is the chair­
man of the Pioneer Shire Council coming in 
and taking advantage of the position, only to 
secure his position as ehairman of directers. 

I have a few things to say about the 
subdivision of the land on the North Side 
at Mackay at a later time in other debates, 
in which the hon. member for Mirani was 
involved. 

In the time at my disposal-and the hon. 
member for Mundingburra might feel rather 
pleased that I am not mentioning state­
ments he made in his typical style about 
the Labour Party and the Communist Party 
and agreements entered into; I am not tak­
ing that responsibility tonight but will 
perhaps later on in the session-

lUr. Ailrens: I shall be happy to hear it. 

Mr. WALSH: I will give it to the hon. 
member. 

llir. Aikeus: I will give it to you back. 

Mr. WALSH: I am sorry the hon. mem­
ber did not remind me of my anniversary 
on Tuesday night. (Laughter). 

However, to continue, the hon. member for 
MiTani made some references to a Q.C.E. 
official meeting and a certain individual in 
the Q.C.E. who more or less prevented the 
endorsement of certain Labour stalwarts. He 
referred particulaTly to Mr. Bruce. I do not 
propose to take advantage of the absence of 
hon. members opposite but I say those state­
ments are untrue. At no time was any 
person I know or was associated with 
brought in to interfere with the endorse­
ment of Mr. Bruce. I do not know of any 
Labour member refused endorsement. That 
gives the lie direct to the statement made by 
the hon. member. I repeat: I do not know 
of any Labour member refused endorsement. 
He said ''This Q.C.E. member stated that 
this man lived in my suburb.'' I do not 
know whether he means his suburb or my 
suburb, and he went on to say, ''and is of 
high standing and repute.'' If you read 
that literally as it is in '' Hansard'' you 
would unde~stand that the person referred 
to is living in the hon. member for Mirani 's 
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suburb. I cannot be blamed if I put that 
interpretation on it. He proceeded to say-

'' A policeman gave me the records of 
11 convictions of the person concerned­
assaulting the police, stealing, running a 
common gaming house, etc.'' 

I know the person he refers to and he is 
Charlie Duvey, who lives opposite me. I do 
not know why the hon. member for Mirani 
embarassed the hon. member for Brisbane 
because Mr. Duvey and the hon. member 
for Brisbane had been friends for a period 
extending over 20 years, up until recent 
years. And so, if all the things he said 
about Mr. Duvey are c~rrect, why apply it 
to me~ Why not apply It to the hon. mem­
ber for Brisbane~ I might say that Mr. 
Duvey informed me that he might have had 
30 convictions but he has had only one 
criminal conviction and that was on an 
occasion when he was prosecuted on indict· 
ment foT stealing a case of coffee. His 
information to me is that a person under 
the name of McCabe was associated with 
him. However, Duvey was the man prose­
cuted; he was the man con victcd and we 
have to accept it at that. Of the number 
of his convictions, he has only hacl one 
criminal conviction. His conviction for 
nssaulting the police was under the Towns 
Police Act and the maximum fine of £5 was 
applied accordingly. I have known Duvey 
fol' the past 12 years or more. I did not 
havP to come here to defend him. That is 
not my objective. I want to explode what 
the hon. member for Mirani is talking about 
and to say that if any hon. member of this 
Committee wants to use any hon. member 
of the Opposition as a megaphone to attack 
me in this Chamber, he will have to put up 
with the consequences. It might be that the 
~1011. member. for Mirani is yery lucky, too, 
m that he himself has not got some convic­
tions against him. He might have for all I 
know and if he was arrested in a common 
gaming house I should not hold it against 
him-not under any circumstances. 

However, there are such things as failing 
to comply with the Unemployed ·workers' 
Insurance Act, ancl here is another instance 
of the hon. member's ringing me at this 
building in about 1937 or 1938, when the late 
Mr. M. P. Hynes was Secretary for Labour 
and Industri The hon. member told me 
that he was threatened with prosecution and 
asked me to make some representations on 
his behalf, because he did not think that a 
man occupying the public position that he 
did should be faced with such a prosecution. 
I left the matter in Mr. Hynes 's hands to do 
what he thought :fit. 

Then there is the employment of coloured 
labour contrary to the Sugar Industry 
Award, and I ask the hon. member for Mun­
clingburra to remember these things when he 
applauds the hon. member for Mirani. There 
is .also the under-payment of cane-entters, 
Which the hon. member cannot deny. 'T'here 
was an occasion when he waited on the door­
step of the A.W.U. office in Maekav from 
early in .the morning till it openeil in order 
to pay m a cheque. He said he did not 

want a receipt for the money, but the official 
told him that he must have a receipt. Obvi­
ously, he was desirous of obliterating any· 
thing that might act as evidence against him. 

If the hon. member was present tonight I 
should love to see him squirming in his seat 
whilst I told the story of Doyle 's brindle 
bullock. Ted Doyle, a well-respected citizen 
of the Marian area, apparently having 
received some information connected with the 
di~appearance of this beast, which had been 
on a property adjoining that of the Evans 
group, rang the hon. member for Mirani 
several times about it, but the hon. member 
consistently deniecl that he had seen anything 
of the bullock. However, the information that 
Doyle had was so good that he followed a 
mob of bullocks that had gone to Proserpine. 
He rang the hon. member for Mirani from 
Proserpine, but the hon. member still denied 
all knowledge of the bullock. Doyle then 
said, ''I am ringing from Proserpine now. 
I have seen the mob, and my bullock is there.'' 
As the result, the hon. member for Mirani 
paid Doyle compensation in respect of the 
bullock. 

Then there is such a thing as rolling 
drunks. I am not saying that in a demo­
cracy people who do even that cannot be 
elected to Parliament. However, there are 
men sitting in this Chamber who can get a 
statement from the individual witness con­
eerned and they will have the evidence that 
it "·as· done. · 

I now deal with the statement of the 
hon. member for Cook, who said that the 
hon. member for :Mirani was held in high 
esteem in the GorclonvalP district. I know 
different. 'l'he hon. member for Cook said 
!hat even the men whom the hon. member for 
Mirani hnd bnshec1 stm had respect for him. 
As far as I know, men are being indicted 
week after week for bashing. We have had 
evidence from the other side that the hon. 
n1ember for Mirani bashed certain of his own 
workmates. I have it further from a book­
maker in Bundaberg, who was the.cook for a 
gang in the North to which the hon. member 
belonged-and I am not doing this without 
having some confirmation-that he warned 
the hon. mt'mher when he walked into a hotel 
with loaded dice. He said to him, ''Get 
out of this with them or they will kick you 
to pieces!'' Do not let the hon. member tell 
me that I am not :fit to sit in this Parliament, 
I might know many people who are not :fit 
to sit in Parliament but if my observations 
are correct the only place that I know for 
which the hon. member for Mirani is pro­
perly :fitted is Boggo Road. 

I was out of this Parliament for three 
years, and the Opposition's walking out 
tonight means nothing to me. For the three 
years that I was out of the House he never 
let up on me and if the hon. member for 
Mundingburra wants to come back to the 
attack, I am here now. I am right here. 
For three years I could not get into this 
House and had to take all the slander 
levelled against me in various way by various 
people, in collaboration with hon. members on 
the other side. If I take up the next three 
years in exposing the crooked methods of the 
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people associated with the co-operative sugar 
mills and other activities in the Mackay 
district I shall have done my job to the 
community. 

Why should the hon. member for Mirani 
the other night come here and without any 
reference having been made by myself offer 
to make available for inspection the minutes 
and share register of the Farleigh mill W I 
am prepared to allow him to appoint Fadden 
and Company as auditors of my iinancial 
transactions for the period ever since I started 
farming, and particularly since I came into 
this Parliament, provided, of course, that he 
will allow me to nominate my auditors to 
investigate their accounts and those of his 
fellow worker, Hamilton, chairman of the 
Racecourse mill, now travelling on the other 
side. of the world-allow an investigation of 
bettmg on the .racecourse and other activities 
that will not indicate he made all his money 
by farming transactions. 

I rea~ise that my time is now running out, 
but I hstened here the other night to all the 
hon. member for Mirani said-it was not 
much-and I did not walk out I would not 
walk out, knowing the cur that he is. The 
hon. member for Flinders and the hon. mem­
ber for Mackay saw with their own eyes how 
I punctured the armour of that racketeering 
H.amilton and in this session subsequently I 
Will tell you of the terrine things that have 
been done on the advice of Fadden and Com­
pany in the alteration of the articles of 
association of Racecourse mill in robbing the 
farmers. I have the original documents I 
have the legal opinions to back them up.' I 
am not going to ask this Committee to take 
my version of the facts. I shall give them to 
you from the documentary evidence I have 
here. 

Mr. COBURN (Burdekin) (8.48 p.m.): 
My speech, succeeding the one that we have 
just listened to, will probably be regarded 
as something in the nature of an anti-climax. 
As you know, I have not been a member of 
this Parliament for very long but I have 
been here long enough to make some import­
ant observations and my greatest reaction 
:from what I have heard and seen here has 
been one of deep disappointment. We were 
told the other day that the policy of the 
Labour Party was :founded on the Sermon on 
the Mount, which gave us our Ten Command­
ments and :from which we get the injunction 
"Love thy neighbour as thyself," and "Dd 
unto others as you would that they should 
do unto you.'' The utterances and actions 
of hon. members following this statement are 
so incongruous that one wonders at their 
failure to mould their actions to conform to 
those superlative teachings. If we were to 
take that injunction to heart we should be 
better men and the State would be a better 
and happier place to live in. 

My n;ain purpose in participating in this 
debate 1s to endeavour to revive interest in 
what about thirty years ago was a very 
vigorous and virile advocacy. I refer to the 
establishment of the steel and iron works at 
Bowen. As there has been so much talk 

about decentralisation and the development 
of North Queensland to bring about a 
dispersal of our population, this is an appro­
priate time to resuscita~e this advocacy. 

Generally speaking, it will be conceded 
that the best place to establish a steel and 
iron works is at the point best adapted for 
the assembly of all raw materials necessary 
in the manufacture of iron in all its forms 
and a place where the distribution of the 
manufactured product could be carried out 
in all directions. Bowen :fuliils all those 
requirements. It is connected by rail with 
an abundance of furnace-building materials, 
ores, fluxes and fuel, and it is also situated 
on the shores of the best seaport in Queens­
land in and out of which overseas and coastal 
shipping is freely established. 

The greatest quantity of ore known to exist 
in Queensland is, happily for us, in the 
northern parts of the State. For instance, 
if we take the iron deposits in Mt. Leviathan 
in the Cloncurry district, and still vaster 
deposits of iron in Mt. Philp in the same 
district, we have a sufficient quantity of 
iron-ore to establish our steel and iron 
industry in the North. If there are iron-ore 
deposits in Central and Southern Queensland 
of a sort desirable to mix with our northern 
ores, it will be cheaper to bring the lesser 
quantity from the Central and Southern 
districts to the iron works at Bowen than it 
would be to carry the greater quantity to a 
southern depot. Bowen is as close to New 
Caledonia as any other port in Queensland, if 
it was found necessary to bring supplies from 
that source. At this juncture I would 
remind hon. members that the long carriage 
of iron-ore to the point of treatment is the 
adopted practice in Australia. The Broken 
Hill Pty. Company brings its iron-ore supplies 
to Port Kembla and Newcastle from as 
distant a centre as Iron Knob in South 
Australia and is prepared to go further 
aiield to Yampi Sound, if necessary. 

Iron works at Bowen would be iniinitely 
better situated for :fuels than any other iron 
works established in the State. To those who 
know the situation it would be unncesessary 
to argue that point, but for emphasis it 
might be repeated that tests by bores and 
shafts have proved that there are sufficient 
coal deposits in the Bowen River coaliields 
to supply all Australia's requirements for 
centuries to come. Laboratory tests have 
proved that much of this coal is of a very 
high coking quality and a wide test carried 
out on the largest seam existing in the 
Bowen River coalfields under Government 
supervision has proved that it produces a 
very valuable co~e of high quality. Within 
55 miles of the actual proposed site there 
are lying ready for utilisation unlimited 
deposits of coal of every class and at least 
a large quantity is of the coking variety 
necessary for the manufacture of steel and 
iron. 

We must not forget that associated with 
the development of the steel and iron industry 
would come the manufacture of the 
by-products that come :from the coking 
industry. Fluxes, which are used in 
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quantities, are to be found in abundance in 
the Bowen area. T'here is one deposit of the 
finest quality of limestone very conveniently 
situated on the site proposed for the iron 
WOTks for Bowen, wh~re it is known there are 
at least 1,000,000 tons of the finest limestone 
that could be found anywhere. Through the 
enterprise and initiative of a Bowen syndicate 
this deposit has been fully explored. In 
addition to this, there are other known 
deposits of limestone that could supply the 
flux needed in the manufacture of iron. 

In the district we have also quantities of 
common clay and very fine magncsite. Close 
to Cloncurry there is an almost unlimited 
supply of firebrick clay. With those materials 
on hand the construction of the ovens would 
not present any difficulty, because the 
materials would be provided. It would not 
be necessary to go as far afield as Cloncurry 
to get a firebrick clay because all the bricks 
that >\ent to build the coke ovens in Bowen 
were made from fireclay that came from the 
Collinsville district. 

Thus, there arc remarkably bountiful sup· 
plies of the raw materials necessary for the 
iron and steel industries. vV e ha Ye an area 
with fuels and fluxes and the neccss:u~· clay. 
The suitability of Bowen as a distributing 
centre cannot be denied. The site suggested 
is at the foot of Mt. Bramston, with a deep 
water frontage of ample area. There is 
twailable a considerable amount of Crown 
lanl1, which ould be very suitable for build­
ing the town that would spring up "·ith the 
estn blishment of the iron industry. There 
nre unlimited supplies of fresh water, which 
could be drawn from the sands on the bed 
of the Don River. Any reclamation of lands 
that "lvould be necessary would be easilY 
effected by using the inaterial from Mf. 
Dramston itself. \Vhat dredging is necess:u~· 
on the wharf front could be executed with 
romparatiYe cheapness, and once it had been 
completed it would be permanent, as there 
is no silting in the Bowen Harbour. The 
harbour board has already put dmYn bores 
that have indicated that the floor of the 
harbour in this m·ea lends itself admirablY to 
dredging. " 

The site is sufficiently distant from Bowen 
to guarantee that there would be no diffi­
culty in getting sufficient areas for the erec· 
tion of the steel and iron works, and the 
Don River would give all the water neces­
sary, and the necessary facilities in connec· 
tion with the works could be erected here 
just as cheaply as they could be on :my 
other place that might be selected. It is 
admitted beyond dispute that Bowen has an 
excellent harbour, from which distribution 
could be effected by water in every direction 
except inland, and the distribution in that 
direction could be carried out by· means of 
it. With the steel and iron works we must 
associate railway utilisation. One of the 
factors contributing to the failure of 
the Queensland railways to pay is that not 
sufficient trains run over the lines to meet 
the cost of keeping the permanent way in 
satisfactory order and pay the railway men. 

An iron industry established at Bowen would 
mean an enormous increase to railway traffic 
on all lines radiating from Bowen. Trains 
running from Bowen to Cloncurry would con­
vey coke for the Mt. Isa mines, coal for the 
tow:nships between Bowen and Mt. Isa and 
to the Railway Department's depots them· 
selves and on the return carry iron ore from 
either lVIt. Leviathan or Mt. Philp for pro­
cessing in thP steel and iron works. This 
would augment greatly the number of trains 
running over these lines and both forward 
and return journeys would haul full loads­
the best means of enabling the railway to 
pay its way. These would be long-distance 
trips. 

In making trains pay their way the density 
of traffic in proportion to the cost of main· 
taining the permanent way is important. I 
am given to understand by those who shoulc1 
know that the permanent way in this area 
would carry 10 times the present traffic 
without >ery much additional upkeep. This 
feature of the establishment of an iron and 
steel works at Bowen has not hitherto 
rcceiYecl sufficient considemtion. One of the 
very big costs entailed in railway maintenance 
i~ renewal of sleepers, because of the ravages 
of "IYhite ants which are extremely severe in 
this area. Again I am given to understand 
b~- those who work in this calling that the 
ravages of these termites are less severe when 
hains run over the tracks at frequent 
intervals. They are disturbed more often. 

Other industries \VOuld. be attracted to 
Dowcn, for instance industries concerned with 
the by-products of coke and the production 
of enormous quantities of cheap cement from 
iron slag and lime. This woulcl be admirable 
for building purposes. The rapid depletion of 
our supplies of timber is troubling the State 
and reforestation on a large scalP is impera· 
tive. A saving of the timber supplies now 
ctYailable by the substitution as far as possible 
of other materials such as concrete and ferro· 
concrete would be made. As I have mentioned 
formerly, the white ant is a great destroyer of 
timber in North Queensland and the nse of 
these substitute materials would deprive the 
white ant of his only food. 

Iron and cement works would be of 
immeasurable value both to North Queens· 
land and the State in general. It could 
become an industry in itself. The prepara­
tion of hydrated lime would be appreci· 
ated as a public convenience, owing to ito 
suitability for carriage anywhere without 
the need for air-tight trucks. It coulcl be 
packed in ordinary paper bags and sold by 
grocers over the counter. 

There is no better method of bringing 
population to the North than by creating 
secondary industries there. Bowen, as any­
body 1vho has been there knows, is one of 
the finest towns it is possible for people to 
live in. The climate is unrivalled; I under· 
stand it is one of the most equable in the 
whole of Australia. It is a delightful place 
climatically and in the matter of health 
compares very favourably with any other 
place in Queensland. There are many ideal 
building sites on the foreshores of the 
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harbour and it would be difficult to imagine 
a more delightful spot for a home than 
round Queen's Beach. All along the Don 
River there is fertile soil that produces very 
good fruit and vegetables. For recreation 
there arc shooting, fishing, surfing, bathing 
and an Olympic-sized bath. Somebody has 
said that some other place had the only 
heated bath in Australia but the people of 
Bowen refute that because the water of 
their bath, during the winter, is heated by 
pipes from the adjacent electrical works. 
Bowen is well provided for in the matter of 
recreation. A large population is desirable 
in a place so delightfully situated and that 
offers so much to make life so congenial. 
It would be much better if we could decen­
tralise our industries and bring population 
away from the already too congested larger 
cities in the South and disperse them in 
places in North Queensland. 

ln my searches in connection with this 
subject I was able to unearth a report made 
by a Royal Commission appointed in 1917, 
a report that had been pigeon-holed and 
forgotten. On 11 August, 1917, that Royal 
Commission was appointed to inquire into 
and report upon the desirableness of estab­
lishing a State iron and steel works in 
Queensland. It furnished a progress report, 
in which it was stated-

'' 1. That all the essentials are in this 
State for the successful manufacture of 
pig-iron; 

'' 2. That a complete plant for the 
manufacture of pig-iron can be established 
at a cost not exceeding £5,000. 

'' 3. 'I'hat such a plant could be utilised 
for the testing in bulk of iron-ore from 
different parts of the State thus deciding 
whether the various deposits are suitable 
for smelting and converting into steel.'' 

Jlir. J esson: Was this before the Cowley 
expedition or aftenYards ~ 

~Ir. CO BURN: I do not know. I am try­
ing to give this matter a blood transfusion 
so that it will live again. I think we talk 
too much of personalities and too little of 
schemes. If we set our minds to doing some­
thing beneficial towards developing the State 
it would be better than :finding flaws in 
somebody's personality. 

The progress report goes on to say-
" 4. That, taking present prices and 

rates which must obtain for at least a 
considerable time after the war the mak­
ing of pig-iron would be a profitable 
undertaking to the State; 

'' 5. That the site chosen for such works 
would not in any way affect the selection 
of a site for central iron and steel works 
if finally decided upon by the Commis­
sion.'' 

"We therefore beg to recommend that 
steps be taken forthwith to establish, at a 
site to be chosen by the Mines Department, 
a State iron smelting plant capable of 
producing pig-iron commercially and of 
testing in bulk the iron-ore deposits of the 
State.'' 

It is a shame that something ·was not done 
as the result of that report and to implement 
what the commission said could be done so 
profitably and with such benefit to North 
Queensland. 

Today, if we want to induce private enter­
prise to engage in the steel and iron industry 
outside the capital cities, we shall have to 
offer them some inducement. In this connec­
tion, I note that in the report furnished by 
the Director of Secondary Industries and 
Chairman of the Industries Assistance Board, 
Mr. Ross, the following appears:-

''Decentralisation of industry is the 
declared policy of both the Commonwealth 
and State Governments and though every 
encouragement and inducement are held out 
to new industrialists to commence in 
country centres, they still prefer the cities, 
where the main conveniences and markets 
are. 

''The earlier policy of centralisation of 
industry encouraged, especially in the 
Southern States the development of over­
grown cities. 

''Both from the national health and 
defence point of view, it would appear 
necessary that the already existing over­
industrialised cities be no further increased 
and that new industries as well as branches 
of present industries be encouraged to 
establish in country areas. 

' 'In the present day scientific develop­
ment of destructive armnments and missiles 
of war, the large coastal industrial cities 
become very vulnerable, and one of the 
recently developed atom or hydrogen bombs 
exploded in Newcastle or Sydney might well 
destroy Australia's defence potential in 
time of war. 

''However, industrialists contend, rightly 
or wrongly, that to establish their works 
in country centres, with extra costs of 
freights, power and other charges, difficul­
ties of transport, and a limited local 
market places them at a great disadvantage 
compared with their competitors already 
established in the large populous cities, 
where the main markets are. It may 
become a question of granting decentralised 
industries some form of subsidy or com­
pensation to place them on an equal foot­
ing with their city competitors.'' 

vVe who live in the country areas and who 
know the disadvantages that they suff,er 
because their small populations do not allow 
of the provision of the same facilities as 
large populations, hope that subsidies will 
be granted to encourage decentralisation, and 
that instead of talking about it we shall do 
something to endeavour to implement it. We 
shall then get the industries that we can 
establish firmly and economically, if the 
desired help is given in the initial stages. I 
sincerely hope that will be done. 

One matter that I must bring up, b~cause 
I should be failing in my duty to the Bowen 
people if I did not, is that of the Bowen 
Hospital. You have not seen it, Mr. Farrell, 
but some of our Ministers have. I know 
that the Minister for Transport visited it on 
one occasion when I was there, and I under­
stand that the Secretary for Labour ana 
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Industry also is fully conversant with the 
.conditions existing there. On my first visit to 
that hospital I was astounded at the condition 
of the building. It would be impossible to 
imagine a building more unsuitable for hos­
~pital purposes than the Bowen Hospital. It 
was in 1945, I think, that the Bowen people 
first applied for the building of a new hos­
pital. .As the result, approval was granted 
for the preparation of sketch plans for a new 
hospital and an architect was engaged. 

The Department of Health and Home 
Affairs intimated that the new hospital would 
be erected on the present site. The original 
estimate of cost was £44,000, but after dis­
.cussion altemtions were proposed that made 
the estimated cost £70,000. When the plans 
were returned to the board it was seen that 
the proposed building would not conform to 
the site, so that contour plans had to be pre­
pared and they were not received until Janu­
,:uy, 1948. Sketch plans were then amended 
t(, provide for a 64-bed hospital at an esti­
mated cost of about £154,000. A further 
loan was granted in November, 1948, for the 
preparation of working plans, but no further 
action has been taken. 

I am going to quote the opinion of a doctor 
{)f high standing in whom the people there 
have the utmost confidence, to such an extent 
that they have elected him as their mayor, 
a man who has had considerable experience 
in hospital work, especially at Bowen, and I 
intend to give the opinion of the Bowen Fire 
Brigade chief, who in his department should 
be an expert on the matter. At a meeting 
held in Bowen in May last year when about 
40 representatives of all organised bodies in 
the town met to discuss the position of the 
hospital, some straight and very appropriate 
talk was heard. Dr. Delamothe, a highly­
esteemed medical practitioner and mayor of 
Bowen, who was most outspoken in his criti­
cism of the present building, declared 
emphatically that the original design was 
lousy, the building inadequate and decrepit 
and a perfect fire-trap. He had invited Chief 
Officer Honey, of the Bowen Fire Brigade, 
to be present to support his reference to fire 
hazards. 

Continuing, the mayor said that £27,000 
had been spent on the Proserpine Hospital in 
the past three years and £7,000 at Collins­
ville, yet of the three the Bowen hospital was 
the most decrepit and out of date. To his 
mind there was no question of the urgency 
of the need for the erection of a new hos­
pital. He knew no worse hospital in the 
State. It was built 31 years ago to accom­
modate 12 patients. The original design was 
lousy, providing for six males and six females 
in adjoining wards, separated by a narrow 
1·eranda. There was no privacy for female 
patients in these circumstances. The six-bed 
1nale .-ward had to accommodate every pos­
sible disease in the one room. There was no 
provision for infectious diseases, children or 
'Surgical cases. Through the years the intake 
of patients had grown until beds were now 
placed cheek by jowl in every available space. 
A private house was more suitable for doc­
toring the sick. The general lay-out of the 
tc·lace was all wrong-the morgue was 30 feet 

to windward of the kitchen and ui1der certain 
conditions the results were unpleasant. The 
kitchen was placed next to the nurses' quar­
ters. There was no provision for an out­
patients' department. Out-patients' consult­
ing and dressing faci~ities were the last :V?rd 
in discomfort for patwnts and staff. Wmtmg 
out-patients were stuck on a small exposed 
veranda and their dressings were done in full 
view of each other and the men's lavatory 
was situated right in the middle of the con­
sulting and dressing sections. .A women's 
lavatory was placed beside the labour ward, 
with its vent pipe alongside the window. In 
his time in Bowen very little maintenance 
had been done on the building. The roof 
needed replacing and the spouting was a ma~s 
of holes. 

Two ladies told me that the water would 
run onto them as they were so leaky, and a 
railway employee who was having attention 
to his back also told me that they had to 
put- a bucket alongside the bed to catch the 
water pouring in through the holes in the 
roof. 

The Mayor said that the roof needed replac­
ing and the spouting was a mass of holes. 
The operating theatre stuck out on to the 
roadway so that its windows could not be 
opened- without letting in the dust of traffic. 
Being built on low blocks it was a refuge for 
rats and other vermin. It was a perfect fire­
trap. With those facts they could establish 
a case for a No. 1 priority for a new hospital. 

Mr. Honey, the fire-brigade chief officer, said 
that hospitals generally were enemy No. 1 for 
fire brigades and the Bowen hospital was par­
ticularly so. Being on a hilltop and on 
stumps, in the event of fire, dangerous 
draughts would be created from one end of 
the building to, the other. Its layout was such 
that it would be difficult to get water pressure 
for hoses. The restricted approaches meant 
that in the event of fire, ambulances remov­
ing patients would be blocked by fire hoses 
and evacuation would be difficult. He con­
sidered that a hospital building should be of 
fire-proof construction. 

I can confirm that this building is one that 
requires very urgent attention. I reali~e t~e 
disabilities the Government are faced w1th m 
regard to labour and materials. The people 
of Bowen realise that too, but say that their 
claims for a new hospital at Bowen can be 
well substantiated and that no centre could 
put forward a case requiring attention more 
urgently than theirs. 

We are told by the Secretary for Health 
and Home Affairs that so much has been 
spent on the nurses' quarters. Those quarters 
are very satisfactory; it is a very fine build­
ing and the people of Bowen and I appre­
ciate what the department has done in that 
respect. The department has also provided a 
home for the doctor and I understand from 
the secretary of the hospitals board that a 
sum of money has been made available for 
improving the laundry buildings which good­
ness knows needs improving, but the fact 
remains that our sick and injured people are 
not treated in the nurses' quarters or doctor's 
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residence, they are treated in this hospital, 
a hospital in which there is provision for 12 
patients, whereas in the new hospital provision 
is made for 64 patients. 

The Premier, in his pre-election speech at 
Bowen, explained why Bowen was in the 
Burdekin electorate. It was because of 
the development that would take place 
in the Burdekin Valley as a result 
of the Burdekin dam scheme. The 
Premier told the people of Bowen that Bowen 
would be the port of outlet for all those 
districts coming within the ambit of the 
Burdekin scheme. That would bring about an 
increase of population. 

There is a laudable move to establish an 
additional coke plant at Bowen, which it is 
estimated will provide work for at least 
another 100 people. If Bowen is to get an 
increase in population because of those works 
and it is to become an important tourist 
centre, which also would bring more people 
there, we should have a hospital where 
patients can be treated efficiently and ade­
quately. I hope we shall receive consideration 
when new hospitals are proposed and that we 
shall get our turn when the opportunity 
occurs, which will probably be when sufficient 
material and labour are obtah1able. One very 
sore point with Bowen is that only a few 
miles south a million-pound hotel has been 
built where the minimum tariff is £20 a week, 
yet they are told no labour or material is 
available to build such an important institu­
tion as a hospital. 

I am asked to be brief because there are 
other speakers and as it is desired to finish 
the debate on the Budget tonight I will defer 
elaborating on other subjects I propose to 
touch upon until another opportunity is 
afforded to me. 

Jir. EWAN (Roma) (9.25 p.m.): I listened 
very attentively to the T'reasurer 's presenta­
tion of the Budget, and after assimilating 
its contents I feel restrained from offering 
any congratulations to him; rather would I 
offer him my sincere sympathy, because after 
all it is apparent to me that in the framing of 
the Budget the hon. gentleman must have 
approached it with extreme caution and per­
haps the vision of a seer. Whether the hon. 
the Treasurer possesses those attributes only 
t;he effiuxion of time will prove. The diffi­
culties of State finance-in fact all forms of 
finance-must be fully understood to be 
appreciated. I feel that I can extend to 
the hon. the Treasurer at least my sincere 
sympathy. 

It is regrettable that for the reasons he 
outlined the Treasurer has perhaps little 
alternative but to budget for a deficit of 
£767,825. He admits quite frankly that to 
budget for a deficit in times of high national 
income cannot be justified in normal circum­
stances, but I presume that no doubt it will 
be the intention of the Government at least to 
endeavour to correct, perhaps even remedy 
the inevitable or abnormal circumstances to 
which he refers. It must be admitted that 
to budget for a deficit at any time-particu­
larly at the present time-is simply defeat­
ism, as it tends to increase the existing 

inflationary tendency in our national economy. 
However, his action in calling upon all State 
departments to observe the strictest economy 
is highly laudable and, if I may be permitted 
to say, extremely desirable. 

~Ir. Riordan: What about the £103,000,00(} 
from the wool-growers. 

Thir. EW AN: I will deal with that too at 
a later stage, when it· suits me. The hon. 
member for Flinders knows more about 
howling like a dingo than about Budgets. 

It was not my intention to refer to the­
regrettable incident that we witnessed this 
evening, but as a new member (Government 
interjections) and in spite of the dingo howls 
-and I know how to deal with dingoes only 
too well, I have killed hundreds of them-I 
want to say how foreign it is to my upbring­
ing and my associations to hear such bitter 
personal innuendoes voiced by any individual 
who could have the temerity to call himself 
a man against any other individual in this 
Chamber. It detracts from any dignity that 
this Parliament can claim to possess. It is 
an honour to me to be under the leadership of 
the hon. member for Landsborough, who pub­
licly indicated the disapproval of the Opposi­
tion of this state of affairs. (Government 
interjections). I now offer some suggestion 
for the development of Queensland to enable­
our vast natural resources to be exploited for 
the benefit and security of the State and 
Commonwealth as a whole. I think my time 
will be more profitably spent in dealing with 
those matters than indulging in cheap gibes 
and personalities. 

It is incumbent upon us to settle large 
tracts of fertile land and provide adequate 
rail and road communication. After all, 
communication is a very important factor 
in the development but before getting onto 
roads I shall deal briefly with lands. I note 
the extremelY wide terms of reference of 
the Royal C~mmission appointed to investi­
gate matters relating to the settlement of 
pastoral and agricultural lands but until that 
commission furnishes a report I will refrain 
from comment. I would indicate to the 
Secretary for Public Lands a few aspects 
that struck me rather forcibly in the last 
few months, especially in relation to grazing 
blocks of land, particularly grazing home­
steads. In spite of the cheap sneers of some 
Government members I know something of 
the settlement of grazing homesteads. I 
started with a grazing homestead, living in 
a tent for a few years. Then I put up a 
tin hut. I know all there is to know of 
them. In view of the tremendous number of 
people, particularly young people, both sol­
diers and civilians, who are desirous of set­
tling on the _ land I want to say something 
about their eligibility to ballot on account 
of the altered col}ditions that have come 
into effect since the present regulations were 
framed. Briefly, the regulations governing 
the ballots-the Minister knows them but I 
give them for the benefit of hon. members 
on the Government side who have been in 
the cities all their lives-require the age to· 
be 16 for males and 21 years for females. 
The applicant is required to deposit the 
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first year's rental and one-fifth of the sur­
vey iees on application, to prove his or her 
:tbility to finance or to obtain the necessary 
money to finance the improvements, and to 
fully stock the property within three years. 
The applicant is also required to set out his 
or her land experience. 

First of all, I would point out to the 
Minister that he should take steps to exclude 
any applicant from existing ballots, particu­
larly non-service applicants, unless he has 
had land and stock experience. I know that 
they are required to state their experience 
but I know very well that a considerable 
number of the applicants go to the ballot 
possessing no land or stock experience what­
ever. I ask the Secretary for Public Lands 
to investigate my charge in that connection 
and if possible to tighten up the administra­
tion on that point, as I think it would be 
beneficial to the genuine applicants. 

On the second point I think the Minister 
will agree with me, because this matter needs 
sympathetic consideration. Many intending 
applicants are debarred from balloting at the 
present time because of the widespread dis­
inclination of banks or financial houses, such 
aR woolbrokers, to guarantee the necessary 
financial backing. The Minister will realise 
this, having had experience in these matters. 
Under existing conditions it would be neces­
sary in many instances for the financial 
houses to guarantee a young man or woman, 
if the existing regulations are to be complied 
with, finance in the vicinity of £25,000 to 
£30,000. I have had quite a few letters in 
connection with this matter and at a hiter 
stage I shall probably worry the Minister 
about them. I name the Commonwealth Bank 
as one financial house that has refused to 
extend a guarantee any longer to one ex-ser­
vice man, despite the fact that be had a meri­
torius war record and despite the fact that 
'he 'Was born and reared on the land and is 
now working on the land in the Roma district. 
?'hese people are being excluded from apply­
mg for a loan, as are many station hands, 
drovers, shearers and the sons and daughters 
of many small landholders. They are 
debarred from the chance of acquiring a block 
because of the conditions prescribed very 
recently, despite the fact that their experi­
ence, the nature of their calling and their 
upbringing, endows them with all the rudi­
ments necessary for success. 

ll'Ir. Riordan: It is surprising how you 
and I agree on that matter. 

JUr. EWAN: Wonders will never cease. 
lUr. Collins: How do you propose to 

finance it~ 

Mr. EW AN: I thank the Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock for asking the ques­
tion because when I started off one of the 
conditions was that you were required to find 
the first year's rental and the survey fees, 
there being no financial requirement at all. 
Naturally , if you could not get finance you 
-did not hold your block very long. There were 
not many forfeitures and I think the records 
,of the department will prove that. In my 
·district I could name 20 who started off with 

a capital of less than £500 and acquired 
20,000-acre blocks. The Government supplied 
us with netting and most of us started off 
with 500 or -1,000 ewes. We had dingoes 
to contend with. vVe drilled bores for water 
and subdivided and in a matter of 10 or 
12 years those settlers were all getting along, 
some acquiring additional areas at a later 
stage. 

But for the conditions operating then in the 
area to which I have referred, that is, round 
Roma and ('unnamulla and down to St. 
Georgc and Quilpie, there would have been no 
closer settlement today. It is now one of the 
safest areas in the State. 

l\Ir. Devries: That was when the brokers 
and the bankers held you. 

l\Ir. EWAN: They helped us very con­
siderably, and they stuck to us during the 
depression. 

l\Ir. Devries: You know that is not true. 

J'tir. EWAN: I know it is true. I can­
not say that one genuine settler in my district 
had anything but sympathetic consideration 
from any financial house that he was dealing 
with. 

A Government l'tlember interjected. 

lUr. EW AN: Sometimes they told us to 
cut down a bit on the tucker, but who did not 
have to cut down on tucker during the depres­
sion~ 

A Government Member: The Wool­
brokers. 

J'tir. EWAN: Someone on the Govern­
ment side said that the wool-growers did not 
have to cut down on tucker. 

A Government l\Iember: He said, "The 
wool-brokers.'' 

lUr. EW AN: They had to tighten up a 
little, too. 

I think I can leave those few small sugges­
tions with the Secretary for Public Lands and 
Irrigation. I feel sure he will give them 
sympathetic consideration. 

JUr. Foley: We are watching very 
carefully the experience of all successful 
applicants to see bow they get on. 

l\Ir. EWAN: I thank the Minister, and 
I hope he will take cognisance of what I said 
a.bout the refusal of the financial houses to 
guarantee many of the applicants. I will not 
worry him any further. 

I now turn to the Secretary for Mines and 
Immigration with a few suggestions. At the 
outset, I want to tell him how sorry I am that 
he was not able, because of circumstances 
over which none of us had any control, to 
come to Roma and inspect our efforts to dis­
cover oil in the Roma distriet. He was 
prevented on a subsequent occasion from 
coming because of rain. Even though we are 
supposed to have a highway to Roma, the 
Minister realised that it might be difficult to 
get there, despite the fact that the hon. 
member for Hinchinbrook has said that be 
averaged 50 miles an hour on that road. 
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The discovery of commercial oil within the 
Commonwealth of Australia has reached such 
national and international importance from 
a defence point of view, as well as from the 
po~nt of view of the development of our 
pnmary and secondary industries, that it is 
up to this Go•·ernment and all other Govern­
ments in Australia to support and aid in every 
possible way the Commonwealth Government 
and the private companies thnt are now 
endeavouring in the Roma district to advance 
Queensland in this direction. VV e in Roma 
kno·w only too well th~t oil does exist there, 
and I presume that thrs Government and the 
Federal Government also are aware of it. 

lUr. Power: Take me up and show me 
where it is when you are ready. 

lUr. EWAN: My word I will! Oil has 
been found in several bores in the Roma 
district, and 30,000 gallons of commercial oil 
was recovered from one bore. The Federal 
Government are playing a major part in the 
present extensive investigations, in conjunc­
tion with the geological-survey officers of four 
private companies. 

The Federal Government have made their 
seismic equipment available to these four 
private companies. It is the only equipment 
available in Australia and records in the 
same way as the seismograph, the vlbrations 
from explosions in the holes drilled for the 
purpose. In this way it is possible to deter­
mine the structure of the earth for many 
thous:mcls of feet. Little assistance has been 
given by the Queensland Government to date 
and the time has arrived when some prac­
tical assistance should be given to further 
the important investigation now under wav. 
If honourable members could only realise 
tlw.t this search for oil has been carried out 
in detail over an area about half the size 
of 'l'asmania and there is no scientific peri­
phery but a vital preliminary to a deep­
drilling campaign they would realise 
the important work that has been <lone and 
flnmlC!;cl by the Australian public. I am sure 
that the G•overnment would feel obliged, as at 
least a moral duty in the advancement of 
Australia, to support this undertaking tan­
gibly and 1vithout hesitation. The Secretary 
for Mines may say, ''·what can we do to help 
these companies~'' seeing that the whole of 
the preliminary investigation has now been 
completed and Commonwealth officers will be 
returning south in a day or two ancl particu­
larly as the Shell Oil Co. has startecl a deep 
well between Injune and Rolleston with verv 
good prospects?'' In •·iew of the fact tlu{t 
the Shell Oil Co. has what is lmo\Yn as elec­
tric logging equipment-very expensive I 
believe-capable of getting correct records 
of the whole of the strata passed through in 
a deep drilling campaign I suggest that the 
department of Mines might investigate the 
practicability of obtaining one of these 
machines from the United States of America 
and making it available in a deep-drilling 
campaign that will be undertaken in the very 
near future in the vicinity of Roma. It woul~l 
not be a complete loss as I have been told 
that the equipment can be used not only for 
logging oil bores but also for the logging 
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of holes in testing ground, for deep artesian 
bores so that we can have an accurate record 
of the strata passed through. 

I am of the opinion that the search for oil 
in the Roma district has been materially 
retarded by the fact that such equipment 
as I mention was not aYailable duri~1g the 
early stages of the search for oil in llama 
because of the fact that cores were not 
taken nor was sampling carried out very 
scientifically, which means that many 
thousands of feet were drilled in Roma in a 
search for oil there that are now of no 
seientific value in the present investigations. 

I throw out the suggestion-I know at the 
present moment there is a State Government 
geologist in Roma-in view of the facts I 
have outlined, for correctly logging and 
correctly sampling all cores taken from the 
various wells that it would be advisable if 
a Department of Mines survey office was 
opened in Roma and a State Government 
geologist was stationed there. The need 
for this would be more apparent, as it would 
be necessary to keep efficient supervision, if 
oil was struck there in the near future. The 
Minister will take cognisance of what I have 
told him in relation to these matters. I under­
stand he will be out there in the near future 
but I throw out these suggestions in the hope 
that I shall make him a little more enthusiastic 
than he appears to be at the moment, because 
he surely realises the importance of bringing 
in commercial oil somewhere in Australia, and 
particular]:' in Queensland. 

]}Ir. Power: I have been in Roma before. 

lUr. EWAN: I know, but we want him out 
there again, and we want more assistance 
from his department. We shall not get that 
assistance until we get him out there and get 
him enthusiastic. 

I will now pass to the railways. Firstly, 
I want to repeat my advocacy in my maiden 
speech of the linking up of the Charleville­
Blackall rail centres. I was rather amazed 
to hear the Premier today, for some reason 
best known to himself, make some slighting 
reference to this proposal. I want to indicate 

a few passages of the evidence given before 
the Royal Commission on Public W arks that 
inquired into the most suitable points for 
connecting the central and southern railway 
systems. The report at page 30, states-

'' Again, owners, particularly if seasonal 
rains are threatening, persist in handfeed­
ing and scrub-falling in order to keep their 
stock alive, and in many cases when 
seasonal rain fails to materialise the 
animals are too weak to travel the stock 
routes to the railway. A material reduc­
tion in the distance to the mulga area or 
more favoured districts by such a rail 
facility would probably induce them to 
avoid such risks.'' 

Let us hear the experience of the New 
Zealand and Australian Land Company, who 
owned a property not very many miles from 
where I am situated-

" It is only the financially strong that 
are able to rail stock long distances, and 
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even they have practical instances of this 
great disadvantage. One of many is·- as 
follows: The New Zealand and Australian 
Land Company in June, 1935-the year 
Mr. Wills quotes-consigned two train­
loads of young ewes and one_ train-load of 
older ewes at Emerald to Walla! south of 
Charleville, a distance of 1,060 'miles for 
agis~ment on the company's Boatman 
s.tatwn. They were in quite strong condi­
tion, but the long train journey was too 
much for them, for 3,597 died en route. 
Eventually, the actual loss was 4,722, or 
about 37 per cent. Had rail communication 
been available between Blackall and Charle­
ville, these sheep would have travelled only 
350 miles, and many valuable breeders 
would have been saved.'' 

Let us hear .what Mr. J. F. Meynink has 
to sa?'· ~e IS one of the few graziers the 
Premier hkes because he makes provision for 
calamit_ies such as :floods and droughts. 
Accordmg to the Premier his evidence is 
worth listening to. This is what he had 
to say-

'' When we say economic reasons, we mean 
that the State of Queensland, over a term 
of eleven years, has actually lost through 
drought alone 17,681,867 sheep, which is 
an average of 1,607,442 per annum. We 
are not going to say that the whole of 
these sheep ·would have been saved if a 
connection between the t\vo railway systems 
had been in operation, but we do say that 
a ¥reat number would have been saved, 
which would have meant that the saving 
to Queensland growers and thP State 
generally would have been well over 
£1,000,000 per annum. 

''These two lines comprise a vast length 
of railway running pamllel to each 
other from east to west, and arc linked 
on~y at the extreme seaboard. From a 
ra1l traffic point of view this has 
~ivided the . g:eater part of Queensland 
mto_ two d1stmct areas not capable of 
an mterchange of traffic. \VhateYer the 
effect of this situation on dead loadin"' 
the e~ect on transport of livestock h:~ 
been. d1sastrou_s over a long period of years. 
P~rt:cularl;y: m drought times owing to 
ex1stmg rml systems the traffic of live­
stock to agistment from drought areas to 
:nore favourable areas for relief purposes 
IS frequently forced onto eaten out stock 
routes. 

''We haYe been well a·ware for manv 
years, that the inability to travel stoclr 
fr?m . north to south by rail by a direct 
r~1l lmk, has been the major factor in the 
d1sastrous losses which our flocks have 
suffered. 

''As we have said before, the drought 
losses iJYer the last eleven years ha;ve 
aggregated 17,681,867 sheep, but if the 
years 1926-27 and 1935-36 are taken separ­
ately, the losses_ aggregate 7,829,254 which, 
on a conservative estimate would amount 
to a loss of £3,914,627. The total value of 
the losses over the eleven years, estimating 
the value at 10s. per head has been 
£8,840,933. 

''The areas served by the Blackall and 
the ChaTleville line are complementary fTom 
a pastoTal point of view. The northern 
area is rich breeding country which, in a 

·good season, carries a laTge number of 
stock, but, in drought periods is forced to 
move a laTge proportion owing to the lack 
of edible shrubs. The southem portion on 
the otheT hand is predominantly wool-grow­
ing countTy which derives its supplies from 
the north anu has an abundance of top 
feed for use in drought times. Seasonally 
also it is common knowledge that a drought 
in the north often occurs at the same time 
as a good season in the south, and vice 
versa.'' 

I will not weaTy the Committee by reading 
any more evidence from the repoTt. I will 
just Tead the findings of the commission, 
which state:-

''The construction of the Charleville­
Blackall line would give the State as a 
part and the Commonwealth as the whole:­

A substantial section of a modified 
Great Western pastoral railway; 

A strategic defence line; 
An insurance against drought; 
Substantial closer settlement, not only 

in the benefited area, but also in con­
tiguous areas; 

Development, revitalisation, and partial 
re-oTganisa tiOilj of the two pTincipal 
sections of tli'e pastoral industry; 

Additional peTmanent and temporary 
employment; 

Greater security and improved social 
conditions in the far Central West." 

I add that t:hat would greatly assist for 
vital defence purposes. 

I wish to touch briefly on the impoTtance 
of wool as a money-spinner to the railways. 
I haYe taken out a few figures from the 
Teport of the Commissioner which indicate 
that the Railway Department received 
£570,?55 for transporting 69,818 tons of 
wool thTonghout the State, which woTks out 
at an aveTage of approximately £8 3s. 6d. l!­
ton. T'he ilepaTtment also transported 670,676 
tons of sugar for £602,560, an average freight 
of about J Ss. a ton; and the average for 
wheat works out at about £1 a ton. 

We know full well that wool is hauled a 
greater distance than sugar or wheat, but 
we also know full well that on a mileage 
basis wool pays the highest rail freight of 
all primaTy commodities. I could quote ad 
lib on the difference of rail fTeights between 
ChaTleville and Brisbane and Mt. Isa and 
Townsville but will not do so this evening. 
In view o£ the simple little facts I have 
indicated, it is Tather amazing to me to hear 
wool-growers, on whom the economic wel­
faTe of the State depends, treated with such 
scant courtesy by Government members. 

I have here an article giving the plain 
truth about wool pTices. I heard the hon. 
member for Balonne say that wool was 
bringing up to 200d. a lb., but the hon. 
member should know very well that a few 
pieces of wool have been picked out to make 
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up a bale that will bring a high price, and 
he knows just as well that the average price 
for wool last year was in the vicinity of 
62d. or 63d. a lb. 

A Government lUember: What is it now? 

lUr. EWAN: We cannot tell you that 
until the season closes. Far too frequently 
we have a jump in prices at one sale and a 
fall in the next. That amuses the members 
on the Government benches: they have 
experienced only the jumps, not the falls. 
That is the difference between the genuine 
wool-grower and his critics in this Parlia­
ment. Eighty-five per cent. of the wool is 
produced by growers producing less than 30 
bales a year. With present prices, say 
bringing £100 a bale, that would mean an 
income of £3,000 a year. After having paid 
the very high costs of production and taxa­
tion, they will be very lucky if they get a 
net income of £400 or £500. Today wool­
packs cost £1. When I started they were 
3s. 2d. · 

Ridiculous propaganda is engaged in by 
city manufacturing interests in telling the 
people they will be paying very much higher 
prices for their suits of clothes, but with 
wool at the present price, if there is any 
fairness, justice or equity for the wool­
growers, this rotten, :filthy propaganda will 
be ended. 'l'he :figures I am about to quote 
were anived at after close investigation into 
the increased price of wool and the increase 
will be 18s. Sd. a suit length. 

I am not going to touch on the Dajarra­
Camooweal link. I dealt with it fully, 
and the hon. member for Flinders has already 
dealt with it. 

I draw the attention of the Minister for 
Transport to a letter I have received, especi­
ally because Government members are very 
keen supporters of price-control. The Pre­
mier this afternoon gave us a nice little pep 
talk on economics and advocated the restora­
tion of price-control. 

1\Ir. F. E. Roberts: By the Common­
wealth. 

JUr. EW AN: That is all right. The 
State Government are 110w supposed to be 
exercising control over prices and I say sin­
cerely that the State should pay more atten­
tion to its policy in relation to people living 
in isolated areas. Let us :first of all take 
the price of the staff of life in the metro­
politan area and in the western areas. I 
admit that in Roma the price is the same as 
in Brisbane. The State controls the price 
of bread and I read a letter as follows:-

''Dear Sir,-I have been directed by my 
association to contact you regarding the 
rail freights charged on the freight of 
bread.'' 

I make no apologies to the Minister for 
Transport for reading this letter, because the 
following paragraph absolves me of springing 
something on him-

'' I am forwarding herewith copy of a 
letter received from the Minister for 
Transport in reference to this question. 

From this letter you will note that the 
cost of sending one loaf of bread a dis­
tance of 26 miles is 5d.-almost two-thirds 
of the original cost of the article. Why 
should such an imposition be placed on 
people living in the back blocks W" 
Mr. Donald: Why not send it by motor 

lorries-private enterprise~ 

::ur. EW AN: I thank the hon. member 
for his interjection because when I :first lived 
in the western areas my wool-carrier carted 
it for me and for nothing, but today the 
railways charge 5d. for carting a ·loaf of 
bread 20 miles. The letter continues-

' 'People living on the Injune line and 
the lines running east and west of Roma 
are suffering in consequence of this freight 
-they are paying up to ls. per loaf. f~r 
their bread and even ·when they do get 1t 1t 
is most times quite stale.'' 

I do not think I need go any further and I 
ask the Minister for Transport to give some 
attention to this matter, and I trust that he 
will deal with it in the sym pathetic way it 
deserves. 

There is another matter that I should like 
to refer to the Minister. I ask him to 
undertake an investigation amongst western 
emplovees of the Railway Department as to 
the adequacy of the western allowance. This 
western allowance is supposed to cover the 
difference in the cost of living in the areas 
in which these men are engaged in work as 
against the city areas. I person::lly h::-ve ~ot 
been able to give this matter the mvest1ga~1~m 
it needs. First of all I have not the reqms1te 
facilities, and that is why I am making the 
suggestion to the Minister. Off-hand, I should 
say that if railway employees in the West are 
entitled to that western allowance, they are 
not receiving sufficient to cover the di!ference 
in the cost of living out there as agan~:st. the 
metropolitan area. I do ask the M1mster 
to investigate the matter. 

JUr. Riordan: Do you mean the parit~es 
to be made as regards shearing and statwn 
hands? 

)[r. EWAN: They are. 

:illr. Riordan: Do you mean that they 
should be greater~ 

JUr. EW AN: The Industrial Court. deals 
with that. If the Industrial Court dec1ded. to 
increase the parities of shearers and statwn 
hands I do not think one quibble would be 
forthdoming. However, I think that the 
western allowance paid to railway emp~oyees 
is far more iniquitous than that pa1d to 
station hands and shearers. 

I had intended to deal with pullman cars 
on the western trains, but I have noticed in 
'' Hansarcl '' that the honourable member for 
Cook dealt with that matter. However, I 
want to say publicly that the conductors had 
something in their favour when they ma;de 
their recent application to the Industnal 
Court for the employing of two conductors o_n 
the Western Mail train. I support. the1r 
claim, because they work under very. d1fficnlt 
conditions and to my knowledge then state­
ments are perfectly true. 
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Now, Mr. Fan·ell, I will get on to a subject 
that is perhaps not so pleasant. It deals with 
the answer of the Premier to a question that 
I asked him on 27 September, as follows-

'' In reference to his published statement 
on 31 August that 'Queensland carries 50 
per cent. of the beef in the Commonwealth 
and the graziers and meat operators have 
a responsibility to see that consumers in 
this State are supplied with meat. Queens­
land taxpayers have, when the cattle indus­
try has been in difficulties, supplied vast 
sums of money to enable the industry to 
carry on,' will he kinuly supply the full 
details of the 'vast sums of money' to 
which he referred?'' 

Well,. no''> in his rather fulsome reply, the 
Premier Ignored my question. I asked a 
question about .the cattle industry, but in his 
reply the Prenuer saw fit to lump together all 
subsidies and concessions that the Government 
had granted to the whole of the pastoral 
industry, including sheep, wool, cattle, and 
so on. 

JUr. Devries: The Government have been 
very generous. You cannot deny that. 

~Ir. EW AN: Just a minute. The Premier 
was simply bolstering up the weakness of his 
case by misleading the members of his own 
party, and perhaps the uninitiated city people. 
In attcmptmg to justify his ridiculous state­
ment that the cattle-grower had a duty to 
suppl:y meat to th_e re~t of the community, the 
Premier saw fit m his reply to my question 
to go ?ack as far as 1932 for proof of any 
help &"Iven to the cattle industry. If the 
cattle md:rstry was dealt with separately from 
the wool mdustry, honourable members would 
find t~at any assistance given to it has been 
only m thousands. However the Premier 
with t~e :emarkable facility that he possesse~ 
f?r pam tmg a very good picture to support 
his case-and he gave a very good indication 
of that in his speech today--

A Government Member: It is easier 
when you stick to facts. 

Mr. EW AN: What the Premier said had 
no relation to facts. He spoke about the 
money provided for improvements to stock 
rout~s, w_h~c~ after all are just as much 
pubhc :rhhties as are city streets and parks 
and bndges. The grazier contributes his 
shar~ of the cost o_f. those things by way of 
subsidy and the wntmg-off of loan indebted­
~ess. The Premier speaks of rebates of 
mter_est ~s though that were peculiar to the 
grazmg mdustry, but it would be interest­
ing for him to indicate the amount of 
interest and loan indebtedness written off 
the capital of the Rockhampton Harbour 
Board for instance. 

I suggest that it has not been fully written 
off properly or_ perhaps honestly, but let us 
not forget the mterest that has been written 
off in order to help the cities and the towns. 
If a balance w.as struck between the percen­
tage of tax pmd by the graziers which was 
returned to the grazing industry, ~nd the per­
centage taken to bolster industries in cities 

and towns then in spite of the Premier's 
denial we should find that the thousands 
given to help the cattle industry in this State 
and even the £2,500,000 or the £3,000,000 he 
talks about as being given to help the whole 
c..f the pastoral industry since 1932 would be 
wiped off tenfold-only chicken feed. :K ow 
that the Premier is here let me tell him that 
the facility ·IYith which he can build up a 
good case ,,-ithout relation to facts misleads 
no-one but the members of his own 
Government party and uninitiated city people. 

~Ir. Haul on: All facts. All meat shipped 
from Rockhampton benefits. 

~I:r. EW AN: What about all the interest, 
subsidies and capital written off the Rock­
hampton Board~ 

lUr. Hanlon: It all benefits the meat 
ii!.dustry. 

Mr. EW AN: The whole economy of the 
State is dependent on the industry and the 
Premier says tl1at this £2,500,000 or 
£3,000,000 was given to help them over their 
difficulties and they are many-fire, flood, 
pests. 

I am not going to berate the Government 
any more but I must refer to one important 
matter in the development of the State, that 
of roads. I referred to them in my maiden 
speech and the hon. member for · Hinchin­
brook told me that the roads were pretty good, 
that he had travelled over the road from 
Longreach to Brisbane at a rate that I 
worked out according to his figures at 49 to 
50 miles an hour. He said that he was driv­
ing a FordV-8. He may ha1·e been telling 
the truth but .all I can say is that he so 
damaged the road between Charleville and 
Roma that we have not got a road there now. 
Let me show you a picture of the present 
condition of this defence road from Roma to 
Charleville OYer \Yhich Air Force and other 
military convoys travelled to Darwin during 
the war. Here it is. That is the road along 
which the hon. member for Hinchinbrook 
drove at 50 miles an hour. There are ruts 
in the road 3 feet deep and in a distance of 
50 miles, 30 miles of it are in that condition. 
In view of the irrefutable evidence that I 
have placed before the Government some 
action should be taken by the Main Roads 
Commission to repair the road. The Secre­
taTy for Mines is coming out to have a look 
at it and I will invite the Premier to have 
a look at it, too. In view the irrefutable 
c1·idence that I have submitted the Govern­
ment should take proper action to make this 
a trafficable road again in case it should be 
urgently needed for an important purpose. 

Hon. V. C. GAIR (South Brisbane-Trea­
surer) (10.20 p.m.) in reply: For many days 
hon. members on both sides have been 
engaged in debating the Financial Statement 
which I had the privilege of presenting to this 
Committee more than two weeks ago. I thank 
those hon. members who directed their minds 
to the important issues of State and national 
significance raised in the Budget. It is to 
be regretted, however, that so many hon. 
members opposite failed to deal at all 
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with the many important issues, pe:r­
ticularly the grave question of the finnneial 
relationship existing between the Common­
wealth and States. I regret that far too rnnny 
hon. members were content to deal with 
purely parochial matters. Too many .dealt 
with questions that could more appropnateJy 
been dealt with on the Estimates that are to 
follow. Certainly a 1ariety of subjects were 
raised by hon. members and we have had long 
dissertations on sectional and parochial 
questions. This afternoon we had a long 
rehearsal or rehash of the Royal Commission 
on the Golden Casket which took place early 
in the year. \Ve had a dissertation on 
dietetics and an advertisement of his uncle's 
physical culture school in Melbourne by the 
hon. member for Barambah. 

Mr. BjeUre-Pet~rsen: Don't you think 
dietetics worth wlnle ~ 

Mr. GAIR: In their proper place, yes. 

I endeavoured in my Financial Statement to 
give a thorough review of the financial posi­
tion of the State, its relationship with the 
Commonwealth and the Government's plans 
for the future development of Queensland. 
Because I considered the financial relations 
between Commonwealth and States had 
reached such a position that they were giving 
cause for grave concern, I deemed it appro­
priate and timely that I should set out at 
considerable length the history of the financial 
relationship between the Commonwvalth and 
States and the formula used as a basis for 
the taxation reimbursement to the States. 
Because of that the Financial Statement was 
a little longer than usual. However, 
I believe, and my belief is confirmed by the 
remarks of many hon. members, that whatever 
e~ort .was devoted to that phase of the 
Fmanc1al Statement was appreciated by this 
Committee. After listening very attentively to 
hon. members opposite, and later perusing 
their speeches in the '' Hansard'' proofs, 
I feel that no substantial criticism has been 
submitted by hon. members opposite. 

The hour is late and what I have to say 
in reply to the speeches made by members 
of this Committee on this very important 
Budget will take some time. I respect­
fully request the Committee to permit 
me to continue my speech at a later elate. 
If the Committee is agreeable to that course, 
we can report progress and ask leave to sit 
again and I will continue my speech on 
Tuesday next. 

T!w CHAIR.lliAN: Is it the pleasure of 
the House that the Treasurer be permitted 
to continue his speech on Tuesday next' 

Honourable lliembers: Hear, hear! 

:ilir. GAIR: I thank the Committee for its 
consideration in that matter, which I think 
will be of benefit to us both. 

Progress reported. 

The House adjourned at 10.27 p.m. 

Questions. 1087 




