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ueensland Parliamentary Debates. 
I.entslatibe :tlssemblp. 

FIRST SESSION OF THE THIRTY-SECOND PARLIAMENT. 
Appointed to meet 

AT BRISBANE ON THE FIRST DAY OF AUGUST, IN THE FOURTEENTH YEAR OF THE 
REIGN OF HIS MAJESTY KING GEORGE VI., IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1950. 

[VOLUME 2.] 

TUESDAY, 24 OCTOBER, 1950. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. J. H. Mann, Bris­
bane) took the chair at 11 a. m. 

QUESTIONS. 
AER!AL DROPPI~G OF DINGO BAITS. 

IUr. HILEY (Coorparoo), for lUr. 
NICKLIN (Landsborough-Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Secretary for Public 
Lands and Irrigation-

'' As I have received a complaint from a 
resident of the Cloncurry district that dingo 
baits were dropped in his orchard, close t() 
his house, and also in a soak in the creek 
from which his drinking water is obtained, 
will he kindly advise what instmctions are 
issued regarding aerial dropping of such 
baits, and what precautions are taken to 
ensure that human beings and domestic 
animals are not included in the kill~" 

lion. T. A. FOLEY (Belyando) replied-
'' The pilot of the aircraft engaged in 

the aerial poisoning campaign is instructed 
that baits are not to be laid within 15 
miles of any township or within 5 miles 
of any station homestead or station 
outbuildings or within 2 miles pf any 
watercourse, tank, dam, or other water 
facility. Information supplied to the 
Department by the Govemment Analyst 
indicates that the risk of poisoning human 
beings or stock by the baits used is 
negligible.'' 

SIWRTAGE OF OXY-ACETYLENE GAS. 

lUr. BJELKE-PETERSEN (Barambah) 
asketl the Premier-

'' 1. In view of the serious shortage of 
oxy-acetylene gas for industrial purposes, 
mainly in the case of small garages and 
other small workshops, will he kindly have 
this matter investigated and advise (a) 
where and by whom is this product manu­
factured, and (b) can anything be done 
by the Government to secure a fairer allo­
C'ltion to the small users I have mentioned~ 

'' '2. Is production of the gas in question 
of n monopolistic nature and, if so, is the 
monopoly due to patent rights~ If not, 
what is the reason~'' 

Hon. E. 111. HANLON (Ithaca) replied-
'' 1. (a) The principal supplier of acety­

lene gas and the only manufacturer of 
oxygen gas in Queensland is Commonwealth 
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Industrial Gases Ltrl., of Breakfast Creek, 
Road, Newsteacl, Brisbane. A.t the present 
time their plant ma:nufacturing oxygen 
and acetylene gas is located in Brisbane, 
but the company has already installed, in 
Townsville, a plant for the production of 
oxygen gas which it hopes will be in pro­
cluction within a few months, and which 
is to be followed shortly by a plant for 
the production of acetylene. It also has 
plans for the installation of a similar 
plant for the production of both oxygen 
and acetylene at Rockhampton within the 
near future. (b) The main drawback to 
increased supplies of gas is the acute 
shortage of cylinders. The company pro­
poses as from 1 November, 1950, to 
institute a new system of supply to its 
customers which will, it is hoped, ensure a 
more rapid turnover of cylinders. This 
action, together with the commencement of 
production of gas in Townsville >vhich will 
release more cylinders because of the saving 
in time now being taken to freight 
cylinders to and from North Queensland 
will, it is hoped, do much to ease the 
situation. 

'' 2. Although there is only one firm in 
Queensland producing oxygen in commer­
cial quantities, several firms manufacture 
their own acetylene gas from small plants. 
Neither process is protected by patent 
rights and any person is free to engage in 
manufacture at any time.'· 

EFFECT OF \VAGE INCREASES ON BUDGE'r. 

Mr. JUUNRO (Toowong) asked the 
Trrasun•r-

'' Having regard to the statement in his 
Budget Speech of 17 October, 1950, that 
'No provision has been made anticipating 
variations of awards resulting from appli­
cations which will be before the court 
during the course of the financial year,' 
will he inform the House-

'' 1. Approximately to what extent would 
the Budget deficit of £767,825 have been 
increased if provision had been made foT 
expected variations of awards as above 
referred to? 

'' 2. Similarly \vhat would be the esti­
mated increased expenditure resulting from 
such anticipated variations of awaTds if 
such variations \Vere effective for a full 
year instead of for a portion only of the 
financial period~'' 



796 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Papers. 

Hon. V. C. GAIR (South Brisbane) 
replied-

'' 1. It is not known to what extent the 
Budget deficit for 1950-51 is likely to be 
incre'!sed by vcuiations of Awards result­
ing from applications which will be before 
the State Industrial Court during the 
financial year, and any attempt at such 
an w.timation by me would be improper. 
As the hon. member is aware the Court 
makes judgments based on the evidence 
before it, and the estimation of any addi­
tional cost involved in the present applica­
tions must await the decisions of the 
Court. · 
"2. See answer to No. (1.) 

OPEN~CuT lvfi~ING. 

I!Ir. PIE (Kedron) asked the Premier-
' 'In regard to an opinion expressed to 

me that open-cut mining in Great Britain 
might be discontinued in or about 1952, 
nre there nnr negoti[ttions in progress for 
the transference of open-cut plant and 
persm;mel fro1_11 Britain to Queensland~ If 
so, wrll he grve the House full details~'' 

Hon. E. M. HANLON (Ithaca) replied-
' 'Neither the Queensland Coal Board 

nor the Department of Mines knows of 
any negotiations in progress for the trans­
ference ?f . open-rut plant and personnel 
from Bntam to Queensland.'' 

PREFABRICATED HO:UES. 

Mr. P~E (Kedron) asked the Secretary 
for Pubhc Works, Housing and Local Govern­
ment-

'' 1. In further reference to my question 
of 17 Oc~ober concerning the importation 
and erection of prefabricated homes from 
the information he supplied will ' these 
homes cost, without Governm'ent subsidy 
£2,159 each, and with Commonwealth sub: 
sidy, £1,859, excluding cost of land, fenc­
ing, sewerage installation, fittings, and 
furnishings? _ 

"2. Can he give any approximation of 
what the total cost of these homes indi­
vidually ready to occupy, will be to the 
purchaser, including laJl(l, fencing, sewer· 
age, fittings, and furnishings W 

'' 3. Will he explain the term 'plus rise 
and fall' used in his reply as to the net 
estimated cnst of these homes? 

'' 4. Can he state what will be the numlJcr 
of rooms and the squares of each of these 
homes9 
·'' 5. When does he expect delivery of the 

homes~'' 

Hon. P. J. R. HILTON (Carnarvon) 
Teplied-

'' 1. The average cost per house is 
£2,159, excluding Commonwealth Govern­
ment subsidy, and £1,859 with the subsidy. 
Such prices include fencing, drainage, 
water and electric light services, and 
fittings (bath, electric stove, electric bath 
heater, electrie wash boiler). These are 
the first large contracts for supply and 
erection of imported prefabricated houses 
entered into by any State of the Common­
wealth, and are at better prices than 
obtained by any other State. 

'' 2. The total cost of land is not yet 
known, and I do not propose to give any 
information not based on facts. 

'' 3. As is the custom with contractors 
at present, they require to be indemnified 
against any increases in the cost of labour 
and/or materials frum the date of tender 
and during the currency of the contract. 
Similarly, the other party to the contract 
would receive the benefit of any decrease 
in the cost of labour and/or materials. 

'' 4. Houses are of two, three, and four 
bedroom types, and include living room, 
bathroom, kitchen and laundry. Floor 
areas range from 917 square feet to 1,170 
square feet for the Swedish houses, and 
909 square feet to 1,110 square feet foT 
the Prench houses. 

'' 5. First shipment of the French houses 
has left France and is expected in Bris­
bane on 15 December, 1950. First ship­
ment of the Swedish houses is expected to 
leave Sweden in the first week of December, 
1950." 

CosT oF MAIN Ro.\ns, NoRTH QuEENSLAND. 
liir. I"LOYD ROBI<:RTS (Whitsunday): I 

desire to ask the Treasurer whether he has 
an ans\\ er to the following question, which 
I addressed to him on 19 October-

" Will he supply the costs of construc­
tion and reconditioning of ron<l.s um1cr the 
ju ris<liction of the Main Roads Commission 
as follows :-(a) Townsville south to 
Mnckay; (b) Townsville west to Claremont 
and Hughenden; and (c) Townsville north 
to Cairns~' ' 

Hon. V. C. GAIR (South Brisbane) 
replied-

'' Since inception of the Main Roads 
Commission until 30 June, 1950, the follow .. 
ing amounts have been cxpendeil on per .. 
manent '\Yorks and maintenance as set out 
below:-

Perman- 1\faln-- ent Total. 
Works. tenance. 

---- --------· 
£ £ £ 

1. Townsville to 806,377 18·!,505 990,882 
Bowen 

2. Bowen to 83,186 29,027 112,213 
Proserpine 

3. Proserpine to 432,327 113,654 545,981 
Mackay -- ----· 

£1,321,890 £327,186 £1,649,076 

PAPERS. 
The following paper was laid on the table, 

and ordered to be printed-
Order in Council under the Primary 

Producers' Organisation and Marketing 
Acts, 1926 to 1946 (12 October). 

Report of the Secretary for Public Instruc­
tion for the year 1949. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table-

Regulations under the Gas Acts, 1916 to 
1946 ( 12 October). 

Orders in Council under-
The Aliens Acts, 1867 to 1948 (12 

October (2)). 
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The Maintenance Orders (Facilities for 
Enforcement) Act of 1921 (12 
October). 

DEATH OF HON. H. F. WALKER. 
MOTION OF CONDOLENCE. 

Hon. E. M. HANLON (Ithaca-Premier) 
(11.14 a.m.), by leave, w1chout notice: I 
move-

'' 1. That this House desires to place on 
record its appreciation of the serdces ren­
dered to this State by the late Honourable 
Harry Frederkk Walker, a former ~I em­
her of the Parliament of Queensland and 
a I\Iinister of the Crown. 

'' 2. That J\Ir. Speaker be.. requested to 
eonwv to the widow and family of the 
deceased gentleman the above resolution, 
together with an expression of the sym­
pathy and sorrow of the Members of the 
Parliament of Queensland, in the loss they 
have sustained.'' 

The late Mr. \Yalker was first elected as 
member for \Vide Bay on 18 May, 1907, and 
Tepresented that electorate through the 16th, 
17th and 18th Parliaments. When the 
electorate of Cooroora was constituted under 
the Electoral Districts Act of 1910, as from 
the beginning of the 19th Parliament, he 
became its first member and represented it 
without a break until he retired at the end 
of the 30th Parliament on 3 May, 1947. The 
late gentleman served continuously through 
fifteen Parliaments and for a period of 39 
vears 351 days-a record for Queensland. He 
;ms Secretary for Agriculture and Stock in 
the Moore Ministry and held ministerial office 
from 21 May, 1929, to 17 June, 1932. 

The late Mr. Walker was in this House 
recently enough for quite a number of the 
·present members to have known him well. 
He was a very kindly gentleman, and in the 
hectic days of the depression when the J\!Ioore 
Government were in office, he was _one of 
the Ministers who made very few mistakes 
in his administration. He was always courte­
ous to members, and I have a very kindly 
memory of his courtesy to me on numerous 
oceasions. when I represented the Opposition 
and he represented the Government at pub­
lic gatherings. That was a task that devolved 
Dn me quite frequently in those days, as it 
did also on :'\1r. Walker as the representative 
of the Government, and I personally appre­
ciated his courtesy to me on every occasion 
on which we came together on behalf of our 
respective parties in the Parliament of this 
State. 

The late Mr. \Valker made very few 
enemies. He was in office at a very hard 
time when the Government of the day were 
subjected to intense criticism, but Harry 
·walker, as we all knew him, was one of 
those men who took everything in good part 
and, in the main, maintained a sound friend­
ship with members of the House. He gave 'a 
Yery long service to Parliament-he was here 
for almost 40 years-and during that time 
he was a very faithful representative of the 
electorates he represented, and I am sure 
that irrespective of the political outlook of 
his constituents, none of them could ever say 
that he neglected them or their interests. 

lUr. HILEY (Coorparoo) (11.17 a.m.): I 
rise to support the motion moved by the 
Premier. During the first three years that 
I served in this Parliament the late Harry 
Walker was the member for Cooroora, and I 
think all of us who ·vvere here dming his 
period in this House have a clear me_nt~l 
picture of his sitting ~n that charactenst~c 
attitude of his on the nght-hancl end of thlS 
1Jench. He was hard of hearing and had a 
little trick of sitting in a certain way; I can 
close my eyes and quite easily see IT arry 
Walker, just as he sat there years ago. 

I came to know the late Harry Walker 
exceedingly well, as much after he left this 
Prrrliament as \Yhen he was here, and the 
thing that impressed me al1out him was that 
he \Yas a man who, having hall a very harrl. 
anil a very rough life in his early days, had 
learnt from his experience to become 
one of the most gentle men of my 
acquaintance. He was not weak in his 
approach to anything; on the contl·ary, he 
was essentially strong, whilst preferring to 
adopt a gentle approach to everyone, which 
I think is the truest kind of gentlemanliness 
one can meet. 

Another impression that the late Harry 
\Valker left with me was his ever-ready sense 
of humour. I ·was present with other hon. 
members of this P'arliament on the occasion 
of the dinner tendered to him at Tewantin 
on his retirement. He told us of a series of 
episodes in the various elections he fought 
and I can remember the flashing humour 
with which he told us ·about some of them. 
One that remains in my memory dealt with 
an occasion on which his opponent was not 
well known in the district, and the first town 
he visited in that widespread electorate was 
Tewantin. He was attempting to cover a 
large area under great difficulty, and the 
late Harry Walker met him, learnt of his 
trouble and said, "Don't worry, I will le~d 
you a horse to help you to cover the dis­
trict.'' However, he did not tell his opponent 
that he was lending him a horse that Harry 
Walker himself had ridden at every show 
ring in the district for years. It was typical 
of the impish humour of the man that he 
could remember such an incident with keen 
delight ancl appreciation. 

The late Harry Walker was a superb judge 
of country. As you know, Sir, he started 
work in G'Jmpie in the decline of its mining 
clays and witnessed the temporary eclipse of 
that great town, but he also contributed to 
its rebirth in the development of its great 
dairying industry. 

In my conversations with Mr. Walker _I 
came to discover that he knew all the physi­
cal featurE'~ of the area far better than the 
average man. He knew every inch of the 
Mary Valley, every property and every_ pad­
dock. I have heard other people discuss 
with him the areas that he had not been on 
for 20 years but immediately they m~ntim:;ed 
a particular hillside it brought to hiS mmd 
a knowledge of the country. He was a m:;n 
who knew the country as few men knew It. 

Mr. Walker took a keen interest in mining 
and he was also deeply interested in forestry 
pursuits, and everything associa~ed with the 
dairying industry was close to his heart. He 
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left a very wide circle of friends. I venture 
to say that he was one of the greatest hunts­
men who have ever served in this House. 
Above the lamentations of his friends, I 
picture the wild ducks on Lake Cootharaba, 
the crabs and the fish at Tewantin and 
Noosa, the flock pigeon that Hanv \Valker 
so successfully ~talked through the pockets 
of the pine scrubs of X oosa-I picture these 
birds and animals joining with the many 
mourners in the loss of a man who above 
all else had the secret of winning and hold­
ing the approbation of his many friends. I 
second the motion. 

:Motion agreed to, hon. members standing 
in silence. 

POUI~TRY I:"l"DUSTRY ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Hon. A. JO~ES (Charters Towers­
Secretary for Labour and Industry) for 
Hon. H. If. COLLINS (Tablelands-Secre­
tary for Agriculture and Stock): I move-

'' That the House will, at its next 
Sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirableness 
of introducing a Bill to amend the Poultry 
Industry Act of 1946, in certain particu­
lars.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

MARGARINE ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 
INITIATION. 

lion. A. JONES (Charters Towers­
Secretary for Labour and Industry) for 
Hon. H. H. COLLINS (Tablelands-Secre­
tary for Agriculture and Stock): I move-

'' That the House will, at its next 
Sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirableness 
of introducing a Bill to amend the Marga­
rine Acts, 1910 to 1939, in certain parti­
culars.'' 
Motion agreed to. 

DISEASES IN STOCK ACTS AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Hon. A. JONES (Charters Towers­
Secretary for Labour and Industry) for 
Hon. H. H. COLLINS (Tablelands-Secre­
tary for Agriculture and Stock): I move-

'' That the House will, at its next 
Sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the 
Diseases in Stock Acts, 1915 to 1949, in 
certain p:uticulars. '' 
Motion agreed to. 

CO:YIMONWEALTH JUBILEE HOLIDAY 
BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Hon. A. JONES (Charters Towers­
Secretary for Labour and Industry): I 
move-

'' That the House will, at its next 
Sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the l;vhole to consider of the clcsira bleness 

of introducing a Bill to make provision for 
a public holiday to commemorate the 
jubilee of the Commonwealth of Australia.'' 

::\lotion agreed to. 

SUPPLY. 
COIID1ITTEE-FINANCIAL STATEMENT­

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

(Mr. Riorclan, Flinders, in the chair.) 
Debated resumed from 19 October (see 

p. 794) on Mr. Gair 's motion-
'' That there be granted to Hio Majesty 

for the service of the year 1950-51 a sum 
not exceeding £643 to defray the salary 
of the Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency the 
Governor.'' 

1Ir. WOOD (North Toowoomba) (11.26 
a.m.): The duty of a Treasurer of any State 
is always an onerous one. Queensland, during 
the many years in ~which it has been gov­
erlled by a Labour Government, has been 
very fortunate in those who have occupied 
the position of Treasurer; and the present 
occupant of the office is no exception to the 
rule. The majority of hon. members will 
join me in congratulating the present Treas­
urer on the interest that he has sho1vn in hi&, 
portfolio and the capacity and the enthusiasm 
that he has brought to solving the problems 
that confront a Treasurer. 

In his very comprehensive Financial State­
ment, which is before us for consideration, 
the TreasureT makes reference to the very 
serious deterioration in the international sitL1-
ation since the previous Financial Statement 
was brought down in this Chamber. \Ve all 
join in regretting this deterioration and we 
hope that very shortly our 1vorries will be 
dispelled and we shall see a world working 
towards the end of peace. I cannot help 
thinking that there are, unfortunately, some 
who seck to use the international situation 
and its gravity for their own political ends. 
Particularly do I notice this in some of the 
remarks of the hon. members of the Federal 
Government, who in their statements day by 
day are attcwptiug to use the gravity of 
the international situation tov\ arch; turning 
people against the Lnbour Party anr1 using 
it in a base attempt to v,in an election tlwt 
they may think will develop in the near 
future. I deeply deplore any attempt to 
use a grave international situation solely for 
political ends. 

A perusal of the Financial Statement dis­
cloc,es a very comprehensive public-work,, 
policy for the ensuing twelve months. We 
know that members of the Federal Govern­
ment, in association with some hon. members 
of the Opposition, have been attempting to 
con.-ineo the people of Australia that all 
the States and the Conwwnwealth Gov-em­
ment should concentrate only on those works 
that have an ilmmediate defence value. I 
cannot for ono moment agree with the cor­
rectness of that attitude. Just let us look 
for a moment at some of the activities set 
out under this scheme. They are the Stanley 
River dam, continuation of the T.:J"niversity 
buildings, St. Lucia bridge, soldier settle­
ment, rural development, the erection of H 
high-level railway bridge over the Bnr<icl.in 
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Ri,·er, housing, water facilities on stock 
rc,utes, mining, buildings, and so on. I ask 
hem. members to point to one of those items 
t!1at has not a great value to the people of 
the State. It 11 ould be a very sorry posi­
tion for us if almost immediately after a 
world >Yar we again adopted the attituue 
tlmt the Stntc would do only those things 
that ha(1 an immediate defence value. 
Slwnlcl we, for instance, stop building our 
houses-? Should >~·e stop enlarging our hos­
pitals.' Should we stop increasing our edu­
cational facilities~ I say that Jt would be 
a Ycry short-sighted policy and a tragic com­
mentm·v on our attitude towards the future 
cle>·eloj~~lent of this country if we allowed 
defence and defence only to be our guic1ing 
light in dc,ermining the activities in which 
the State shoultl engage for the er1sning 
year. 

Reference has also been made to the 
unsatisfactory financial relationships l1etween 
the States and the Commom;·enlth. It wns 
obvious to all, even after a brief reading of 
the reports of the recent Premiers' Conf<•r­
ence, that the Prime -Minister and the Hon. 
A. vV. Fadclen, the CommonwoaHh Treasurer, 
adopted a ver-y arrogant attitucle towards 
the Stntes-not only our State of Queens­
lDncl. but all the States in the Commonwealth. 
\Ye 'know very well thnt the Stntes had to 
fight hard to convince the Commonwealth 
Government that there was anv need for 
any rnising of the allocation uncler the for­
mula. vVe know that Commonwealth 
revenues are verv swollen at the moment, 
and J think it 'is very, very sad that a 
St:lte has to go on its knees to the Common­
>cealth authorities in order to see]: assistance 
to avoiil a deficit. All economists tell us that 
i,, time,; of prosperity or of inflation deficits 
should be avoided at all costs, and it is very, 
n'rv hanl for a State without control of the 
tnxing po,wers to do this when it finds its 
requests are rejected with contumely by a 
Commonwealth authority with swollen 
revenue, and with a great taxing power. 

1 wns very interested to read in the Treas-
1!l''.'r 's Financial Statement the reference to 
tli<' work that has been done in Queensland 
umler our hospitals scheme. We all know 
.-ory well that there was a tremendous out­
erv from the B. M. A. and from the Opposition 
"·i1cn Mr. McKenna introduced his health 
se home: yet we find today that the B.M.A. 
\\hi eh 1ms so adamant in its objection to thc 
use of that form set out by the department, 
now nllows all its members to use it under 
a mutilated scheme. Sir Earle Page has not 
placed before the Commonwealth Parliament 
ono wonl of explanation of his health schemP. 
In Qnernsland the fnll acceptance of the 
scheme outlined by Sir Earle Page W0'1lc1 set 
n:i baelc very many years. If we had clone 
nothing else in Qneensland-rtnd of course 
T do not agree that we have not-the 
hospital policy that has been followed by 
s1wcessiYe I,abour Governments in Queens­
bud for many years past alone justifies the 
continuance of Labour in office. We have 
gone past the sta.ge when no hospitals board 
or committee in Queensland knew from year 
to year exactly what its receipts would be, 
when no hospitals boanl conld budget for 

the ensuing year, when efficiency was even 
impaired as a result of restricted finance, 
ancl 1dwn nurses had to be taken from their 
noble task of healing to go out soliciting 
donations from all and sundry and often 
receive snubs ancl insults in the process. 
Today the annual income of any hospitals 
board in Queensland is assured, so that every 
one of them can detcnnine from year to 
year exactly what its requirements are and 
know it will be certain of T€ceiving an 
income to keep those services going. 

I was also interested in the reference to 
the work cl0ne by New Australians and I 
confess that in this regard I am more than 
a little perturbed. vVe all realise the wonder­
ful work done by the Commonwealth Depart­
ment of Immigration under Mr. Calwell as 
Minister. He was much maligned but now, 
after he is out of office, is receiving full 
credit for his magnificient job. I feel that 
the scheme he introc1ucecl will go a long way 
towards building a greater Australia but I 
feel also there is a clanger of falling again 
into errors already committed. I have seen 
many of these New Australians come to our 
land·. They have been keen and in the main 
of very good types but I fear a tendency is 
c-rowing for the New Australians to group 
themselves into camps according to nation­
ality and unless the average Australian gives 
them a greater degree of welcome and shows 
u more practical interest in their every-day 
problems we shall find that many of these 
communities of New Australians will not be 
absorbed into our eommunity. If this 
happens it will be very regrettable. On the 
other hand if we can overcome that ten­
dency to disregard the New "-\.ustralians ancl 
tlwir problems, we can do much towards 
setting them on the right track and making 
them feel more at home. 

A subject that appeals to mo wry closely 
is education and I am sure all members were 
yerv plea sed to note in the Financial State­
ment that the allocation for the educational 
requirements of the ensuing year is nearly 
£4 700.000. The amount of that Yote alone 
wili d-issipate the idea that the Opposit~on 
are trying to place in our minds that notlung 
is being done for education. This is very far 
from tlie truth. We need only to read in the 
Finaneial Statement that approximately 38 
p~T cent. of the income-ta~ reimburseme~t is 
taken by this vote to reahse how promment 
a place education pl_ays _in o~u lif_e today_ and 
>Yhat a full recogmtron IS bemg giVen to 1t by 
this Government. It is a matter for regret 
thnt in manv quarters it is only in recent 
yeaTs that anv interest has been focused on 
education. n· "·as of interest to me to read 
of a Gnllup poll taken in Great Britain just 
before the end of the last war. The persons 
ouestionecl were asked to state, in order of 
1irgency, the gmve problems that would 
require attention after the war .. As ~sual, 
a cross-section of the people were mtervwwed 
and of these 51 per cent. stated that the most 
pressing problem was finding jobs for 
clemobolisecl soldiers, 23 ner cent. gave 
housing first place, but not one mcmtionecl 
education as the gravest problem to be dealt 
with after the war. That should giw us very 
deep cause for thought. Unfortunawly W<l 
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find education being made the basis of a 
political fight. I have noticed in this session 
particularly that members of the Opposition 
have done all they could to convince us that 
in education nothing is right. On this sub· 
ject, they made purely political attacks on 
the Government. 

I do not intend to do so. I could quite 
,~emsily show to this Committee, if I had the 
time at my disposal, how educational reforms 
J1ave taken place because working-men and 
women of the community have desired to 
improve their conditions and make things 
rasv for their children and that all reforms 
J1a>:e been fought against by members of the 
political parties opposite. I do not intend to 
do that, but propose to read one quotation 
from an essay of a gentleman by the name of 
.11andeville, who wrote on charity schools 
~arly in the eighteenth century. I am pick­
mg this extract because I think it is typical 
,of the Yiew taken by the predecessors of 
those now sitting in Opposition. That 
_gentleman said-

'' Few children make any progress at 
school, but at the same time are capable of 
being employed in some business or other, 
so tlmt every hour of those poor people 
spent at their books is so much time lost 
to society. Going to school in comparison 
to working is idleness, and the longer boys 
continue in this easy sort of life, the 
more unfit they will be, \Yhcn grown up, 
for downright labour, both as to strength 
and inclination. Men who are to remain 
and "end their days in a laborious, tire­
some and painful station of life, the 
sooner they are put upon it at first, the 
more patiently they will submit to it for 
ever after. ' ' 

'That is the political- attitude taken by those 
whose descendants are in Opposition toda~. It 
is not my desire to make education a political 
battleground; it should be above political dog­
fights. 

In their criticism during this session we have 
heard hon. members opposite making tren­
:hant remarks about our educational system 
m Queensland and launching bitter attacks 
Gn the Government for their handling of the 
•erluc"tional structure of the State and telling 
us that there is nothing right with it. I have 
not heard one hon member opposite devoting 
any time to telling us what is right with 
our system. To make statements that our 
educational system has fallen down is to say 
something that hon. members opposite know 
to be grossly incorrect. 

I have found, after 20 years' practical 
·2xperience as a school teacher, that year by 
year there is a marked change in our schools, 
in our methods of teaching, and in the atti­
tl,dr of the teacher and the child towards his 
work. I find that the child who does not look 
forward to going to school is the exception, 
thnt most children look forward to packing 
'their bags and trotting off to school. Children 
•c[o not regard the teacher as an enemy or their 
-school as a place of burden. The great 
nmjority of them like their school and like 
~c1;e instruction they receive at school and 
n:g-ard their teacher as a friend. 

Government ~Iembers: Hear, hear! 

lilr. WOOD: There has been a change in 
the attitude adopted since I went to school. I 
c~:n remember teachers whom I liked very 
nmch and I can remember punishment being 
1ueted out to me which if I as a teacher 
1ueted it out to school children would earn me 
dismissal, and rightly so. Our schools are 
infinitely better equipped than they were. I 
come from a city famed-and desenedly so 
-for its educational establishments, both 
kindergarten and primary and secondary 
schools. The name of Toowoomba stands Yery 
higi1 in the educational world and with the 
exception of one school to which I have 
rlnn,-n the attention of the Secretary for 
Public Instruction, our schools in Toowoomba 
arc of an exceeilingly high standard. They 
are schools to which parents can send their 
children with every confidence that they \Yill 
b10 taught in good surroundings and schools 
that can be regarded as a second home. The 
equipping of our schools has improved out of 
~ight, our syllabus has been remodelled from 
year to year, and a standing committee is in 
existence that has the authority to suggest 
more alterations in the syllabus from time to 
time. 

I was interested to read in, I think, the 
''Telegraph'' of last evening that the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition spoke with 
a nostalgic yearning of the education that 
he received when he was a boy. He said 
they were taught a little of everything; a 
little of physiology, a little of geology, a 
little of music, and a little of something else, 
and he regretted that the syllabus was 
changed. 

:r\Ir. Aikens: And he was flogged fairly 
regularly, too. 

::Ur. WOOl): If his experience was any­
thing like mine, he was flogged very 
regularly. 

I do not for one moment think that the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition stated the 
opinion of the great majority of parents, the 
great majority of teachers, or the great 
majority of children, and I suggest that he 
did not know what he was talking about 
when he tried to hold up the syllabus of 
years ago as superior to the one we have 
today. 

Not only has the syllabus been modified 
and made more liberal from year to year, 
but the conditions of teaching have improved. 
Today the teacher occupies :: position in t~e 
community that befits the JOb he does, his 
standard has improved from year to ye_ar, 
and we hear very few of the sneenng 
references to teachers now that used to be 
made some years ago. Their conditions_ of 
working are infinitely better, anr1 teachmg 
has become more sympathetic. As an 
example of this hon. members probably 
know that every 'school is required to keep 
a corporal-punishment register, and an 
examination of the register in a school today, 
contrasted with an examination of that book 
for a period of 10, 15 or 20 years ago :vol:ld 
show without question that the great maJonty 
of teachers today take a much m~re 
sympathetic and humane interest in the child 
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than they did then. Of course, I uo not 
suggest that there arc not still those in the 
senice who are not fit to be there. 

JUr. Gair: There are weeds in the best­
kept gardens. 

liir. WOOl>: There are. 
The proper time to find these people is in 

the first year of their servicf', when they are 
being trained in the Teachers' Training Col­
lege. It is no use waiting till they haYe been 
in the service for 20 or 30 years· they c~n 
be found out in their first ye;r at the 
'l'eachers' Training College. 

I find, too, that in spite of all the criticism 
1ve. hear about the lack of parental control, 
clnlclren today are much easier to handle 
than P\·er before. Children todaY come to 
school better clothed, better fed and better 
informed in their own homes, and are far 
more amenable to di;;eipline than 1vcrc tlH' 
children who went to school in my school 
days. Further, not many teachers today 
experience grave cases of insubordination in 
their ?lasses, 1vhich was by no me;ms the 
exception some 20 or 30 years ago. 

I should now like to mention an innovation 
introduced by the department that has met 
with sig_nal success; unfortunately, it has 
not yet tJeen nhle to extend it to the outer 
areas. I n~fer to the Yisits to schools of 
teachers of singing. At present only a few 
centres m Queensland are visited each \Yeek 
by these specialists. \Vhen more teachers 
become available, when they are more easy 
to get, I hope to see the sc·heme extended 
to the outlying districts so that the childTcn 
in conntry areas can haYo the same facilities 
in. this respect as are available to city 
clnldrcn. . I wonlu strongly protest against 
any curtmlment of the scheme anu fight for 
its extension. 

In Toowoomba we have in Mr. Mansell 
J ones a gentleman whose work for the 
cl.Jildren is. deserving of nothing but the 
In ghost prarse. Weekly he takes the children 
from Grade II upwards for singing lessons 
and the class teacher follows those lessons 
with his lessons. Not only has the job that 
Mr. Mansell J ones has done at the schools 
been amazing, but he fills a yery important 
part in the cultural life of the commun:ity. For 
iwtance, he conducts a senior choral society, 
a 'teenager~' choir, and a junior choir, ancl 
the faet that the department has made his 
services aYailable has been a boon not onlv 
to the children of the schools that he visits 
but also to the whole of the music-loving 
people of T'oowoomba. 

"Jir. Aikens: He teaches the children to 
discriminate between good music and bad. 

:\Ir. WOOD: He does, and he has done a 
wry good job. 

The main problem facing the depar~mcnt 
touay is the teacher shortage. \Ve knm1· 
that it exist9; I ''"oulc1 not stand here anc1 
say that it did not. I served in this l'arlia­
ment from J 946 for ahout 14 months and 
returned to my job immediately after my 
defeat at the polls. I counted it an honour 
to be able to clo that because I do not kno''" 

anv job that is a greater 11ri,·ilege than 
te~chir:g children. I had served for four 
years m the army, I was back a couple of 
weeks, contested the elections, I was in 
.Parliament for 14 months, and three months 
after I had taken over my job I had a class 
of 96 children. Conditions haYe improved to 
a large extent since then but no-one is yet 
satisfied. The Minister is very concernec1 
about the situation and the Government arc­
doing all that they can to oYercome it. 

It is no use hon. members opposite getting 
up and saying that there is a shortage ot 
teachers-,,-e can all say that-without 
offering a sugge~tion to oyercome it. Before 
the last elections the hon. member for 
Coorparoo aclchessecl the teachers at the 
Teachers' 'l'Taining College. He went there 
to sell the teachers his policy and he was 
ask eel this straight question, ''What is your 
short-range plan for overcoming the prob­
lem of shortage of teachers?'' and he said, 
''I have none.'' Yet he an cl his followers 
will use this subject as political ammunition, 
They will use the children for political pur-· 
poses. I object to those tactics. The 
department is seriously concerned about 
these matters but there is no use in flogging 
the issue unless we can offer a solution of 
the trouble. Com1itions of work are better 
than they ewr were before and incre:Jsing 
wages is not a solution to the problem. The 
teaching profession is suffering from the 
same problem as faces branches of all other 
industry. There would be no difficulty, if 
the Government needed only to appoint 
teachers to schools in Brisbane, Ipswich, 
Toowoomba, Rockhampton and Townsville. 
The grent majority of the schools in Queens­
land arc outside the cities and therein lies 
the tronbk. The young men who could be 
reernitecl to the te:whing serYicc lun·e the 
:,ame attitLHle towarr1s li\;ing in the city as 
is to be found in all otheT industries. T1lis 
difficulty is eyen greater nmong young girls. 
X o-one likes to see gil'ls of 18 to 19 years of 
age, just out of the Training College, being 
,,cnt to the remote parts of the State. I !mow 
that the department does not send them out 
unless it is compelled to do so by the exi­
~~·cncics of the circnmstanccs. 

The great trouble in sending 15:nn out tu' 
these districts is the shortar-c of lwuses­
it is hanl to get nny contrae•or to build" 
house:; :1\\'[l.Y fron1 a cit•,~ or town-anrl l 
suggest thaf i:1 Inn1dng nJ1'or'ltionc1 of bot1slng· 
construction one in six or ten or ~ dozen 
sboulfl be n tcnrhcT '~ resiclenC'(~ ~t ~~ sc-hool. 
\Yhen; none exists at the mo111e~1t. If re~I­
aene s cnn be fUppli~d in thcs" <t1T'~r> 
n1en \YOul<1 be? in(1ueed to go out there. 
teru:hinQ· the onlY '' ~n.,. in -\vhieh [t n1nn c:-tn 

T)J·Cnnotion is by. st;1rtiug in the }en'. Pst 
inHl 1\·o-:_·king np. .r\_ Ill;ln c~11111ot ren1ni.n 

in a <:itY school: ho 11Hl~t go out into the 
country "~1ncl ,.,,ork his t1,rough the 
\'(lriop;., c]ns)rs of sebools. nlOl'C' hous0's 
more vonn!' men about to be married would 
l1e 1, iiling ''to go into the cn'wtl·~-- It is 
easy enough to :my tbat, lmt I know the' 
problems of the uepart>llent ancl I am ~ware 
that you cannot solve them by merely askmg a 
cont:iactor to tcn<lcr for a house a ,.:1_1' from 
the eity, for he is very reluctant to clo 807 
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but I am firmly convinced that that is the 
chief way to reduce our teacher shOTt~gc,_ 
making it possible for the young man to go 
out into the country. His accommodation 
woulc1 be secure if he is married and he could 
make his start on the ladder of promotion 
from that small school. By this means you 
would go a long way towards solving your 
teacher shortage problem. While we have 
this 1·eluctance to leave the city and while 
we have a shortage of residences in the 
country for the young man we shall find a 
groat difficulty in overcoming thP teacher 
shortage. 

A great deal has been said about the 
scholarship examination. I am not a cham­
pion of the system by any means. I said 
in remarks I made previously in this Chamber 
-remarl<s that I had no time to develop, as 
mr time expired--.,-that it had its great weak­
nesses, but it is true also that a lot of rot 
is talked about it bv the critics of the system. 
They say children collapse under it. i l1an' 
not seen any children coil a pse. It is said 
also that the teacher is compelled to drive 
them. That is not follo\dng the instructions 
of the department or the Queensland 
Teachers' Union. It is the fault of the 
individual teacher who ignores both the union 
and the department, who have given definite 
instructions that time will not be systemati­
cally extended and that the children are to 
Le taught as of the 7th Grade, that they 
are to Le given a full-syllabus instruction and 
that they are to take their part in the 
activities of the school. They are not to be 
spoken of as a scholarship class. The 7th 
Grade syllabus should be taught in such a 
way that it will be adequate for the child­
ren sitting for their scholarship. But despite 
all the instructions from the department and 
the union there are teachers who try to use 
the scholarship as a means of advancement 
to such an extent that we had one ex-teacher 
in this Chamber who said that the children 
were driven and were not allowed to take 
part in sport. The weaknesses of the system 
are a result of the actions of the teachers 
themselves. If the teachers as a body follow 
the dictates of their union, as well as 
their department's instructions, those \Veak­
nesses \Vould disappear. 

I can irace the change that has taken placA 
in the sc:wlarship system by taking my own 
case. I took my scholarship at the Central 
School in Maryborough. It was a very good 
school. The system that operated there was 
that I went to school from 8 o'clock in the 
moming and from then to when the first bell 
\Ycn.t at a quarter past 9 I had scholarship 
\YOrK taken by the head teacher; then from 
half past 9 to 4 o'clock I did the class work, 
I had a lot of homework given to me by 
the class teacher and after school from 
4 o'clock to 5 or half past 5, I wa~ taken 
over Ly the head teacher again for scholar­
ship work and I got quite a load of home­
work by him. In addition to that, we worked 
hack every Saturday morning in the year. 
Those are the conditions under which I sat 
for the scholarship. You do not find those 
conditions operating today. No teacher 
would be game to push the scholarship 
children through in that way. 

Those who have given their criticism of 
the scholaTship examination have made half­
hearted suggestions as to what should replace 
it. An iutenwl examination has been sug­
gested by some, but an inte1:nal examina~i?n 
does not alter the system, 1t merely sh1fts 
the responsibility; it takes the responsibility 
from tlw shoulders of the department and 
throws it back on the teacher, and gives him 
more Tesponsibility. 

The accrediting system that is being used 
in some of the southern States has been 
suggested. Under this system certain .schools 
are allo\'.ed to lav down a course of mstruc­
tion and the schooh ,tre approved or accredited 
Ly tlw department, and their certificate~ are 
recognised as taking the place of the ordm.ary 
certificate received in an external examma­
tion. I point out, ho\Yever, that there is no 
unanimity in any of the States where t.~e 
accrNliting system operates as to ~whether .It 
is a succesRful substitute for the scholarslnp 
examination. 

I hope to see the time ~ome ':·hen all 
children will have an unrestncted nght for 
secondarY education-without an examination 
by internal, external or accrediting system, 
but this is bound up vitally with the question 
of raising the school-leaving age and until 
conditions have so changed that \VC can go on 
with our enlarged building programme th~t 
is necessary for this advance I am afrmd 
it will not be possible. I favour the 
ultimate abolition of all qualifying examina­
tions for entrance to secondary schools and 
the giving of every child the right to go to 
a secondary school if he wants to do so. 

~Ir. Devries: That would automatically 
follow. 

:Jir. ~WOOD: That would automatically 
go with the lifting of the school age. In 
spite of all "the tests made by the Researc.h 
and Guidance Branch of the department It 
is very difficult to say what a child who has 
passed the scholarship is going to be like 
when he goes to the secondary school. IV e 
have a tremendous wastage of children who 
have passed the scholarship. For three or 
four weeks they go to a secondary school 
and then leave, or they leave shortly before 
.Junior or after the .Junior. It is hard to 
det0rmine \vith Dn:· degree of accuracy .what 
success scholarship winners will meet ;nth. 

There is one thing to which I am absolutely 
opposed, and that is the publication of the 
examination results in the newspapers. I 
have seen children sit for their scholarship 
and wait for the time when the results were 
to be announced, and the cruellest disappoint­
ment that the child feels is not in knowing 
that he failed in the examination, but in 
having to wait for the results and seeing the 
names puL!ished in the newspaper or, as 
happens in the towns and cities, displayed 
on a board for all to read, so that he goes 
up and sees his friend's name on it and his 
friend says, ''I got there but you missed.'' 
That is the thing that hurts the child. I 
suggest that in order to obviate that experi­
ence each child should be notified personally 
of the result of the examination and it 
should not be featured publically in the 
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Press. I know from personal expericmce that 
1s what hurts the child-ancl he is at a very 
c·motional age. 

_ 011e thing that struck me last year was 
tl;e ~ruelty of a metropolitan newspaper in 
lJU bhslnng the answers to the questions while 
the examination was still proceeding. We 
know very w~ll ~hat the .sch?larship examina­
~,on stm·ts off >nth Enghsh m the first morn­
wg. In the aftemoon the subject is geo­
f:raphy. C?n the second morning mathematics 
JS the subJect, ancl the last subject is history. 
A child is ahy.ays inclined to magnify mi~­
takes. Naturally, when sitting for examina­
twns, children go outside the examination 
1·oom aftrr u. subj~ct is finished und compare 
~nswers and m domg so do not bear in mind 
so mu~h the things they have clone right as 
tue thmgs they have clone wrong. In Bris­
l;ane last year a metropolitan newspaper pub­
hshed the complete answers to the subjects 
tn~en I think ?n. the \Yednesday, when th~ 
ch1ldren were Sittmg for examination on the 
Thursday. The subject that tries the pupils 
lllOSt is mathematics and hon. members can 
imagine the feeling in the mind of a child 
ll'ho is a bit shaky about his mathematics if 
b? picks up the morning's newspaper an cl secs 
the complete correct answers to the previouo 
cby 's examination papers. Ho thinks he mnv 
k•1·e clone hadl~-, perhaps worse than he did. 
J\1any such children would collapse before 
(::Oing into the examination room for the 
R:-concl clay's subjects an cl I sav shame on 
those newspapers who publish :uiswers 1.-hilc 
the pupils are still sitting. 

Thcre is one other phase of the acth·ities 
cf the Department of Public Instruction that 

shoultl like to touch on ancl it is the issue 
cf the yell my cards. I feel rather stron•! ly 
on the quesbo~. A y~llow carcl is given to 
c1·ery teacher, urespectn·e of wl18ther he is a 
fir~t-class, fnir or indifferent teacher-he gets 
tllls yellow card eveTy !·ear. It does not 
n,~tter whet~cr his teaching ability varies a 
mm~t; ~rnctwn, he still gets the can1. It is a 
hunnlwbon to u gro\Yn mpn OT ,.-oman to 
h? ~ar;decl a card assessing teaching ability, 
dJSCiphnary nower, and industrv. \Vhether 
it is a good "or bad card I still snv it is a 
lmmiliation to the teach~r to recei~e it. I 
know more heart-burnings r.re caused to mauy 
t:achers by these yellow cnrds than anv other 
smgle phase of their >York. · 

li'Ir. Sparl.:es.: It looks as though the hon. 
member for Isis had converted you. 

~Ir. WOOD: The hon. member for Isis 
has not converted me: what I am saying no>Y 
al)out yellow canls I have said for very many 
years. 

"' To me .teachers fall into three categories. 
1 he first IS those who are seeking promotion 
from. gr~de to grade; having passed their 
<':xnmmabons their promotion for the ye~r 's 
;mtomutic increase depends on the yellow 
:ard. They coul~ simply be classified by the 
mspector as satisfactory or unsatisfactory. 
No. 2 category is made up of teachers who 
seek promotion from class to class of school 
through transfer. The teachers in this cate· 
go~y could still receive a detailed card. No. 3, 
which comprises the great majority of 

teachers-women and many men-comprises 
those who never seek promotion from 
class of school to school but are quite 
:,atisflecl to remain assistant teachers through­
out their teaching careers. 'rhe third cla3s 
comprises the great majority of teachers. I· 
"ould suggest that all that need to be tolcl 
teachers seeking promotion from grade to 
grade is whether they aTe satisfactory or 
unsa tisfactoTy--

Mr. H. B. Taylor: Do you suggest that 
the great majority of teachers do not seek 
rromotion ~ 

)[r. WOOD: Tlie great majority do not 
seek to go to schools of theiT own as head 
teachers. There should be no need at nll to 
give yellow cards to those who Temain as 
assistant teachers and do not >mnt to go 
out ns head teachers. 

The change in this system would necessarily 
!Ycean a change in the inspector's attitude 
to,yarcls teachers. The inspector could 
o dvise more than he does at present. If he 
concentrated les' on the assessing of teachers, 
on mythical marks and handing out these 
cards, an cl more on gh·ing adYic ·" I feel that 
the teachers would look foTwarcl to his visits 
more than they clo. It is very difficult, too, 
for an inspector to nssess the work of a 
teacher, pnrticularly >Yhen there is so much 
confusion amon§!st all of us us to what 
the aims of teachers reallv are. If I asked 
bdiviclual hon. members of this Committee to 
tell me whut he held to be the ohief aims of 
eilucation,. probably each would give me a 
cliffel'ent ans»·er. My yiew might be the 
t,nme as ;·ours, ?.Ir. Riorc1an, hut there would 
b; n YHst difference of opinion amongst us. 
H is harr1 to aF·';ess teachers, but it is so 
much h.[ucler when >YC know that we Rre by no 
m cans un::mimous us to the aims of education. 

To m;Y mincl there are three chief aims in 
education. Thev could be summarise([ 
bron,lly, nlthough not necessnrily in this 
order, in this way: to equip thr child to 
enrn his owu Jiving·, to equip him to play 
his part as a citizen of his state, and to 
enable him to develop the lntent powers ancl 
faculties of hi:. natm·c and so enjoy a full 
and useful life. Broadly spenking, those are 
the thne principal nims of education aml any 
eclucntiona l policy, to be successful, must 
embrace all three. How hard must it be for 
an inspector, having in mind the broacl out­
lines and aims of education, to go into a 
school and after a brief run through it to say 
how successful or unsuccessful the teacher 
is? A builder mny be erecting a structure of 
brick and it would not be a hard job for an 
expert to walk round it, examine it, ancl say 
>Yhcther he hns clone a good job or a bad 
one. But you cannot take the product on 
which the teacher is >Yorking and tell at a 
glance whether his work has been successful 
or not. J\Iuch of the >York for which the 
teacher striYes does not show results until 
many years later. I suppose that in this 
Committee there i~ not one hon. member 
>Yho, years ufter his schoolda:ys, does not 
remember a certain thing said or taught to 
him by his teacher. There is delayed action, 
very often, in the results of the instruction 
given by our teachers. 
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It is to be regretted that in the years 
:gone by provision was not made in many 
s~iwols for adequate playing areas. 'l'his is 
"me of the greatest difficulties the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction has to contend 
vdth. It should be unnecessary in a country 
the size of Queenslm1d for any school having 
:an attendnnce of 800 or 1,000 pupils to :have 
inadequate playing space. I hope that in 
the planning of future schools the first 
thought in the minds of those responsible 
will be the size of the playing areas. 

I believe too that it would be an improve­
ment to limit the size of schools. There arc a 
ctlUmber of schools in Queensland with atten­
·cl.a11ces of 1,000 or over. I say that no head 
'teacher can get to know his teachers and 
the children thoroughly if he has a school 
with such an attendance. I suggest 500 or 
600 as the maxi,mun attendance for schools 
in this State. By giving effect to that rule 
1vc should b< serdng a twofold ptH]lO' c. The 
fiTst purpose would be to give to the head 
teacher a school he could handle with satis­
faction ancl the seconr1 'vould be to give 
:Jd<lcc1 opportunities for promotion to 
teachers. I suggest that the Government 
limit the size of schools to a maximum of 
npproxinwtcly 600 to each school in futnre 
p hu"'ing operations. 

There is much more I should like to say 
on the subject of education. I very seldom 
believe in working the parish pump because 
I think that .in political life there is ample 
that can be said from a broad State poin: 
,Jf view, but there are occasions when one 
:must do so, and I am led to say that one 
·valuable work done in ths last couple of 
.:years has been the extension of tl1e U niver­
:sity }ecture facilities. There are many 
'external students and it is of tremendous 
help to them if lectures can be supplemented 
by external leduro facilities. In some parts 
~of Queenslam1-I believe in Rockhampt?n, 
Town ,,'ilJe, an--1 Ipswich-these cxtens1on 
<elasses have been provided. At present I 
think they are limited to philosophy and 
:English-I do not think they could ever go 
}last the full arts faculty-but it is of 
tremendous value to the external student to 
:receive personal assistance of this kind. I 
1Jress for the extension of the scheme . to 
Toowoomba because, as I said before, no. c1ty 
:in Australia has a 'higher educatwnal 
standard than Toowoomba. The standard there 
is very high, in both t~10 State and the 
denominational schools, pnmary, and second­
nrv. I do not think any city in Que:nsla.nd 
gn"ins a greater percentage of Umvers1ty 
scholnrships than Toowoomba. All on! 
schools are noted for the work they do; J_ 

know of no place in Queensland that ha~ a 
higher educational standar~, aml I urge tnat 
serious consideration be g1ven. to the exten­
sion of this scheme to that c1ty. 

Now, :Mr. Riordan, the Financial State­
ment that has been brought down by the 
'J'reasurer shows the difficulty that is encoun­
tered in handling the finances of the State. 
It is no easy problem to make a State run 
itself. Difficulties are met and overcome and 
then new difficulties confront the Treasurer 
."1nd have to be solved. No doubt, tlir thing 

that is causing the Treasurer very great 
concern at present is inflation. It wonies 
all of us. We know not from day to day 
where we are heading. We heard a lot about 
the Chifley pound's being worth 12s.; we 
hear today about the Australian pound's 
being worth only Ss., and it must be a 
matter for very gravE) concern to every 
Australian to know when this tTend will be 
checked. 

We hear it said, ''You must increase pro­
rluction! " No doubt an increase in produc­
tion would help-we must have production 
in our community if \Ye are to attain a 
balanced economy-but that is not the only 
nnswer. I can remember the time not many 
years ago when coal-miners produced to such 
an extent that they had an 18 months' supply 
of coal on the grass, and the mine-owners 
shut the mines down and said to the miners, 
''You have produced all we want now. \Ve 
,,-m let the mines lie idle for a while.'' I 
refer hon. members to the great industrial 
country of the United States of America, which 
is the greatest industrial power in the world 
today. Her production figures are a record. 
Under·production is not the trouble in the 
United States of America, yet she is faced 
with the same grave economic problem of 
inflation as we are. Greater production 
alone will not solve the difficutly. 

In spite of all that is said, I am still not 
satisfied that many sections of our community 
arc not having a Roman holiday at the 
working-man's expense, nor am I satisfied 
that many businesses are not making 
exorbitant profits. We hear talk about peg­
ging wages; I should not mind them being 
pegged, as long as prices were pegged at 
those obtaining before the recent increase in 
the basic wage granted by the Fedeml court. 
If wages were pegged under those conditions 
and men were allowed to get some benefit 
fron1 the court's most recent increase in the 
basic wage, there \Vould be some justice, but 
nothing would convince me, after watching 
very carefully the activities of many of our 
big business men, that they have not been 
having a great game at the expense of the 
\YOrking men and \YOmcn of this country, 
and that they have not been taking us for 
a jolly good ricle. Unless the Federal 
anthoTities do something to arrest this infla­
tion, as the hon. member for Nundah so 
rightly pointed out, we are heading straight 
for a depTession. \Ye cannot avoid it unless 
more value is put back into the pound. No­
one "·ants to see it, but many of us are 
blinking our eyes to the fact that we are 
heading straight for a depression unless steps 
are taken to put moTe value into thf' £. 

I think it was the hon. member for Cherm­
side who said in this chamber that Mr. 
Menzies was the greatest Australian that has 
ever lived. The hon. member for Norman 
agrees with him. Without even thinking, I 
could name a dozen men outside politics who 
have done more for Australia than the Rt. 
Hon. R. G. Menzies. In spite of the soothing 
syrup that is ladled out to us by the Prime 
Minister when he speaks, the people of 
Australia are still looking for something 
positive. It is not enough to prepare a speech 
in sugary language and to have heart-to-
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hf'art talks \Yith the nation unles~ they are 
followed by some action. We ltaYe had no 
such action so far from the Commonwealth 
Libernl-Country Party GoYernment that will 
arrest the infia tion that threatens to engulf 
us. 

Make no mistake about it, all the legis­
lation designed to tell men how they should 
think is not going to stop the sprend of 
Communism when a depression hits us. 

All the legislation designed for that pur­
pose will not m a ttcr twopence then. You 
cannot have Acts of Parliament to tell men 
what they are to think in a time of depression. 
That is not the answer to Communism. \Ve 
must make sure that the soil is not fertile 
for the spread of Communism. You cannot 
prc•·ent it from spreading by legislation. 
\Ve must tnke care to see that this fertile 
soil is not CTeated by a depression. 

vVe have heard a great deal about increases 
in meat prices and in the few minutes at my 
disposal I want to give examples of the 
scandalous state of affairs bv which some 
people force up the price of meat. Not so 
long ago I was shown a docket that a retail 
butcher got from a wholesale butcher. All 
the prices were right, they confoTmed to .the 
price regulations, but the docket contained 
the price of two pigs at £7 each, £14 for 
the two, but he never got them. I found on 
im·estigation that this was by no means an 
isolnted case and the meat was sold by a 
Brisbnne wholrsnler to a Brisbane retaileT. 
That is one ,,·ay in which meat prices are 
forced up b;~• unscrupulous people who with­
out doing anything at all charge excessive 
prices in order to make more profit foT them­
sPlves. The working people have to suffer 
while these people do all that they possibly 
can to circumvent the prices legislation. 

I know that there are many more things 
that I could discuss on the Financial State­
ment but my time is running out, and I 
should like to end by congratulating the 
Treasurer on the work that he has put into 
tho preparation of his Budget. The Trea­
surer was a verv cnpable and sincere private 
member and he "has shown the same capacity 
for work, the same knowledge of his duties, 
and tlw same enthusiasm as a Minister as 
he did as R private member. I am sure that 
while the State has the present Treasurer in 
charge of its financial affairs he will see 
that all our resources are very carefully 
husbanded. 

:llr. DONALD (Bremer) (12.25 p.m.): I 
desire to add my congratulations to the Trea­
surer on the presentation of his first Budget. 
I feel very confident that that hon. gentle­
mtP' will display the same energ~· and wisdom 
in his new portfolio that characterised his 
arlJ·li·~ist~':-1tion of thf' other dcpaThnents that 
he previously controlled. 

I was very surprised to hear the hon. 
member for Coorparoo attack the Government 
on the deficit forecast for this financial 
period. It is one of the very few deficits 
that Treasurers have budgeted for in this 
State over the last decade. I was surprised 
that mention was made of it by the hon. 

memhrr for Coorparoo ns on no oer,asion 
has the Opposition eYer offered congratuln­
tions to the various Treasurers when thev 
brought down Budgets revealing continu;;Y 
surpluses. The hon. member for F'assifern,. 
during the debate on the last Budget, said it 
was a comparatively easy matter for the State' 
Treasurer to return a surplus because a11 
he had to do was to rely on the 
generosity of Uncle Ben Chifiey. If we 
apply that logic to the present circum­
stan~es-and I nm not admitting that tlw 
hon. member's logic is corncct-,yo can only 
came to this conclusion: that the leader of his 
party in the Federal sphere who is the 
Federal TreasureT, is not prepared to gi' 2 to 
his own native State the same generous amT 
deserving treatment that it obtained from 
Labour Treasurer. 

The hon. member for Coorparoo referred tu 
the expected deficit as a record deficit. Again 
he was wrong. That very doubtful honour, if 
it is an honour at all, belongs to the party oi 
which he is an adherent, whose representa­
tiYes returned it when they last occupied the' 
Treasury benches. If he wants to apply sur­
pluses or deficits as a test of good or bacl 
government, let us compare the fi:nanciaT 
results of States governed by Labour, such 
as Queensland, and those governed by anh­
Labour parties. If >l·e turn to the ''Quarter I;~ 
Summarv of Australian Statistics'' we shaLl 
find, without wearving the Chamber with 
other figures, that for the last financial yeccr 
the Tory-[;'overnecl Stnt~~s .of ~outh. _:\._ustral~n· 
:m-,1 -~irtorca ende l then financml year s 
\York \'.·i th ~~-l cxpPncliture in exl·ess of incon1e. 
J a Yictnr1:' t!lc; defir~t was £1 ,:;s5,000 nnd in 
8onth ).nsb·n1]<l it \Yas £3.:±:).00:). \Vhilc the 
anti-Labour GoYerrtntents ~vcrc managing 
tl:o~e Rtatc, so ~1 bh·. in the opinion of their 

follo>Ycrs in ti1'is House, the Queensland 
were able to sbo.,- a surplus for 

the same peTiod of £50,000. True, it ]s not 
a Yery substantial surplus, but it is a big 
impr(\Yement compared with a de~cit of 
H qd\· £1.500.uOO s1:rnnl hYtl1cVictnr1an Gov­
ernment for the snme period. If we turn 
ag-nin to the ''Quarterly S11mmary of Ans­
tr:c1ian ;,;tntiotirs'' ''"c shall find that for the 
six months ended December, 1949, the Vic­
tJrian (7oyernment hnd 8 deficit of £2,900,000,, 
nnd the Sm,t]l \ustTali m '!'on Gon'rnment 
~1 <lefi"it of £60,000, vet in Queensland, under 
wise :mfl prudent Lnbmu leadership, a surplUS' 
of tl'l7.0.0fl 1ns nchicved. Tf hon. mcmhers 
m>positc ,,-ant to rballcug-e tlw capabilities of 
r;o hour OT :lllti-La hour Governments on thciT 
fhanrial arhievenwnts we are quite 1viiling to 
:1ccept that challenge .. 

The hon. member for Coorparoo went to 
great length in emphasising that controls were 
of no use, that they would not stop ~ntration, 
or give any benefit to thP commumty. He 
follmYcc1 this declaration with the statement 
that wages should be pegged. He would peg 
the price of the onJ:v commodity that the 
worker has to sell, namely, their labour power. 
Their wages should be pegged and their earn­
ing capacity should be pegged, and their 
degree of comfort ancl their standard of living 
also should be pegged. He emphasised too 
that the control of prices was a; failure. I:f 
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that is true, he cannot lay any of the blame 
on any member on this side of tho Chamber 
lw~a use, during the campaign on the prices 
referendum, \Ve made it very plain that the 
States of themsel\'es could not control prices 
c~cctively. ~'here:ore, any inefficiency of 
pnce-control hes at the door of the Oppo­
sition. What dicl he say about profits~ 
He said that the profits of their supporters 
were sacrvsanct, that you must not touch 
profits at all, lmt they would peg wagea all 
the time ancl reduce them· in fact they 
e1_1ded their speeches on th~ cry that they 
did not know what effect the increase in 
wages was going to have. UnfortunatelY, 
the increase in wages will not bring m1v 
positive relief to the working-class, because of 
the increase in prices. 

. Sp~aking ?f inflation and the danger of 
I~flatwn, which appears to be on everyone's 
l~ps, w~ have powerful and wealthy organisa­
tiOns hke the Institute of Public Affairs 
inserting advertisements in the daily Press 
contending that inflation is almost as great ~ 
danger to Australia as Communism and ask­
ing the people of the Commonwealth to fight 
the ever-increasing inflationary trend. The 
past fi\·e years have been years of great 
prosperity fo.r ~ ustralia, but also years of 
~reat economic difficulty. In a world suffering 
from the aftermath of war, a world of short­
~ges, ri~ing prices and economic dislocation, 
our nahonal Government have had a harcl 
struggle to keep the Australian economy on an 
even keel. The dominating problem has been to 
prevent the inflation refened to by the Insti­
tute of Public Affairs from getting out of 
hand, and to protect Australia in advance 
against the threat of a post-war threat of 
depression. It is my intention to explain to 
members of this Chamber how this problem 
was tackled by the Commonwealth Labom 
Government aJHl how the present Federal 
GoYcrnment are handling the situation. 
Before doing so I should like very briefly to 
define inflatiOn, and show how it affects the 
people generally. Infiation is an expans;on 
of the volume of purchasing power without 
a corrcspondiug expansion in the volunie of 
commodities antilable for sale. The result, 
other things being equal, is a rise of the 
general price level. 

Inflation is almost as mueh an evil as 
deflation. It expropriates all those whose 
incomes are fixed in terms of money not only 
the numerically unimportant group of rich 
people \vhose income is derived from invested 
capita 1, but also a great number of small 
rcntiers, and particularly the growing class 
of war, age a ncl invalid pensioners, as well 
as the numerous people depending on super­
annw~tion for a. livelihood. Although, com­
J?arat:vely speakmg, workers benefit during an 
mflahon pcnod when employment is easy to 
obtain more than during a deflationary 
period when there i~. widespread unemploy­
ment, the \Yealth.v private banks, monopolists 
and others are able to increase profits enor­
mously during both periods. Workers, on 
the other hand, are continually and svs­
tem.atically. rob~ed by ever-increasing pri~es 
ctanng an mflat1onnr~· period such as ;s being 
.r_•spenencec1 in Australia at present, and a!e 

C'Ontinunll: and systematically impoverished 
clown to the breadline during a deflationary 
period such as experienced during the early 
'30s. 

In the July-August issue of the Institute 
of Private A f'fairs Review, the official organ 
of Big Business in Australia, attention is 
'lirected to the passive 1my of waiting till 
the reaction from the ·world 'War boom forces 
a lower level of prices and costs \Yithin Aus­
tr:tlia. 'J'hc Menzies Government have 
adop.ted this passive way ever since their 
ulechon to office in December of last vear on 
-:ach occasion on which they have been chal­
lenged on the question of inflation or increas­
ing prices. It is the way anti-Labour Gov­
ernments adopt, where possible, whenever 
they are faced with a similar state of affairs 
politically. 

'fhe passive way to whiah the Institute 
of Public Affairs referred has alwavs bPen 
the policy of anti-Labour to the extent that 
it has been tolerated by the workers, who are 
the \'ictims. It is the one that promotes the 
inflating of tho currency and increased prices 
in times when there is a shortage of labour 
po,wr, i.e., when there are more jobs avail­
ab)e than there are workers to fill them, and 
for the deflating of the currency and thf' 
reduction of wages and prices \Yhen an abun­
dance of labour power i~ aYailable. This 
poliey brings in its train, as it was intended 
to, v;idespreac1 under-employment and unem­
ployment, which is of course, followed by loss 
of homes and furnitme and other commod­
ities purchased by the time-payment method 
whether they are paid for, or in the eourse 
of being purchased. Then follo,vs wide­
sprcnd insolvencies and losses for the small 
business conc!lrns, traders, shopkeepers, 
farmers and other sections of the comnnmity, 
who find it impossible to mPet their commit­
ments because of a fall in prices and loss of 
business. All these losses, which in the aggre­
,gate repres0nt mane· millions of pounds, are 
in turn enormous gains for the wealthy bank­
ing gronps. po•· erfnl monopolists and other 
exploiters. In addition, they gain as the result 
of a lowering of wages and prices as value is 
nntomatically put back into the pound and the 
pouncl 's purchasing power is immediately 
increased, 

The extent to which the Menzies Govern­
ment are compelled to finance the sencling of 
troops oversens to Korea or additional 
expenditure for defence purposes may deter­
mine whether they will be able to continue to 
give effect to the passive way of putting 
back vAlue into the pound. The extent to 
which the workers will continue to tolerate 
being robbed by the ever-increasing tempo 
in the rise in the cost of Jiving, which inci­
dentally is returning handsome profits 
to the Commonwealth Government's wenlthv 
financial supporters, ma:;· also determine the 
issue. 

An upward movement of prices is expected 
during a war and, in the main, people do 
not complain of these increases very much 
but they are not used to the way prices go 
up after a war and complain bitterly of 
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these increases. If you can recall, ::\1r. 
Riorilan, ·what happened after the Armistice 
of 191~, you will r·emember that prices rose 
more mpidly than they did llming· the war 
period, 1914 to 1918. You will remember 
the boom of the post-war transition period 
and remember also the slump resulting in the 
world-wide depression that followed. It is 
true that many countries were hit harder 
:2nd suffered longer than Australia although 
we here counteL1 our unemploycll not by tens 
of thousands but by hundreds of thousands. 
'rhe Commonwealth Labour Government 
realised in 1945 that Australia ·would haYe 
to pass through another post-war transition 
period and that this time an uncontrolled 
boom would be extremely seYere and pro­
longed, resulting in a depression more dis­
astrous than the last. 

'rhere have been six years of war, as 
against four years of ·world vVar I. Every­
\Yhere manpower and production were 
diverted on a much larger scale than before 
to pnrely essential war industries. There 
was a very acute shortage of basic commodi­
ties and foodstuffs throughout the world, 
aml there is no sign that these shortages 
are being overtaken. However, the people 
had little idr:1 of the dangers ahead. They 
were naturally pleased at the successful end 
of the war: the t>vin eYils of Nazism and 
l<"ascism had been defeated, democra C~' had 
triumphed. They were about to enjoy the 
.fruits of pence after a well-earned Yictory. 
Thev thought that in a very short period 
things >Yould be back to normal. The th~n 
l<'oderal Opposition played on this feeling 
and, unfortunately, the Press did very littk, 
if anything, to educate the public. The 
Commonwealth Government were Rlso aware 
that under the Constitution it was doubtful 
how long they could legally continue controls 
over inflation, oncD the fighting was over. 
T'o their credit, it must be admitted that the 
Government were prepared to fight the 
dangers of inflation, thereby jeopardising 
their chances of re-election by continuing 
unpopular controls. The need for these con­
trols in Australia was not due to any run­
away inflation such as that experienced in 
Germany and other European countries after 
World \Yar No. I. in 1923 and in China and 
Hungary after the end of World War 
No. II. Neither did it arise from those 
consequences of inflation lmowu_ only too 
well to the Australian consumers-shortages, 
higher prices, poorer quality, poorer service, 
and a lowering of efficiency by employer and 
employee alike, due without doubt to the 
ease of selling goods and winning profits and 
the number of jobs available. These con­
ditions were almost unavoidable 'in Aus­
tralia's post-war economic conditions, with 
or without controls. An uncontrolled boom 
would have increased the real income of 
some and reduced the real income of others. 
Profits would have risen much faster than 
prices, wages more slowly, salaries and 
pensions much more slowly still. 

This was the experience in America, for 
b the first twelve months after price-control 
had been lifted in June 1946, retail prices 
rose by 20 per cent., company profits by 
60 per cent., and hourly earnings in factories 

b1 12 per ceu t. American >Yages have not 
caught up \Yith prices yet, and profits are 
still a lonR way ahead, which confirms the 
claim that under our present economic 
oystem wages are always chasing prices' 
C'onfirmation of that is to be found in our 
Industrial Court system as we know it in 
Australia. People are saying that as soon 
as the judges of the courts decide that an 
increase in the basic wage is warranted and 
give it accordingly, prices must go up. Why 
is this so~ Before the wage-earner, no matter 
in what industry he is employed, whether he 
is an engineer or a common labourer, can 
obtain from the court an increase in his 
~>ages, he must satisfy the Court that the 
cost of living entitles him to that increase. 

Mr. Ga.ir: The increase in the wage is on 
the inc-reased cost of living that has aheady 
taken place. 

JUr. DONALD: Exactly. During the 
p·riod he '"as on his previous wage he was 
robbed over and over again and he will be 
su robbell during an inflationary period. 

After \Vorld vVar I. many ex-service men 
wfferecl from the effects of uncontrolled 
inflation. They bought at the boom prices 
prevailing in 1920-land, stock, homes, 
furniture and businesses-and a few vears 
afterwards lost their capital and their 'jobs. 

Inflation breeds slumps and depressions for 
the following reasons: goods in the shortest 
supply bring the highest prices; people 
anxious to do weil flock into these industries. 
}1oom prices arc willingl:r paid for land, stock, 
factories, ma.chinery and other equipment. 
When demand falls to normal as the short­
Bges are overtaken, the surplus employees 
nml capital employed in the industry are left 
high and dry. Profit and prices fall, the 
Yalue of invested c3pital drops, bankruptcies 
OCLmr, 1\·ages are cut, and unemployment grOIYS. 

In the absence of any stabilisation policy 
our export industries are very vulnerable to 
boom and slump. Country Party members 
'"ill agreA that prices of our primary pro­
ducts always rise and fall more sharply than 
r;ny other prices. During a boom period 
primary producers and people willing and 
eager to enter primary-producing indnstries 
are prepared to, and do, pay high prices for 
land, stock, and equipment essential for the 
carrying on of their industry. Generally 
speaking, domestic prices in the main follow 
export prices upwards, which is follm,-ed in 
turn bv nn increase in wages. When the 
slump "comes, export prices fall faster and 
f8rther than the prices exporters in Australia 
!1ave to pay for the goods they buy, and to 
some extent this is equally true of the labour 
costs they must meet. The excess profits 
accumulated in the boom period are lost in 
the excess losses of the slump. People who 
entered the industry in the boom, having hacl 
to pay extra high prices for land and stock, 
which absorbed their profits, which were 
nc1mittedly high, find themselves ruined. These 
were the dangers the Chifley Government 
tried hnrd to avoid. 

The causes of post-war inflation arc, I 
think, well known. Durmg a war, if not 
the major then a very substantial part of 



SOS Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

our man-power and production is diverted 
to \HU' purposes, and civilian expenditure is 
limitecl and in many cases prohibited. The 
money that would have gone to buy a bigger 
helping of butter and meat, extra clothing, 
lwusing, ~l motor-car, &c., is to some degree 
taken from the people in taxes and higher 
prices, but it must be admitted that a con­
siclerable portion of it was saved. 

With the ending of the war, the people 
naturnlly desiTed to buy all the things they 
were denied during the war and it must be 
remembered that they had the necessRJ',V 
m01wy to do so. Ex-service personnel wanted 
laTge supplies of clothing; farmers wanted 
tractoTs, farm equipment and fencing 1dre; 
business men \Yanted material, offices, 
factories and machinery, and Governments 
desire<1 to carry out defened programmes of 
road construction, irrigation, the building 
anr1 maintenance of hospitals, schools, rail­
ways and other major projects. 

ThP ending of the war reduce<1 the nation's 
need for essentially war goods and made 
a>ailable man-pmver for productiYc resources, 
but unfortunatelv these resources could not 
be converted iJ1mlPd~ately to the produc­
tion of civilian goods. Consequently, 
the demand for the arrears of civil produc­
tion was at its height at the close of the 
war, while it was some time before produc­
tion could get into its stri<1e. Our imports 
\Yere not available to any great extent, 
lJecanse the Home Land, our main supplier, 
had suffered a greater dislocation of produc­
tion th~n \YC had. That 11·as also tru.e of all 
European countries from which \YC had 
importee[ supplic';. Any aYuilable resources 
of C~na,la and tlH' "United Stntcs of AmericH 
were extcndnd to the limit to meet the neecls 
of people IYhosc countriPs ~el'e in n n:neh 
worse condition than Aushalia. 

The supply of goods produced was not all 
antilnL!e for immcdinte e,onsmnption, as a 
Im·gc percentage \Yas ue0ried to build up th0 
stocks of manufacturers, wholesalers and 
retailers. The spinning-out of supplies had 
reduced stocks to the bnre minimum during 
1942-4C\. It is true that they were built up 
agnin during 1946-4 7 and the first half of 
1948, but more produrtion than is generally 
realisec1 \Yent onto the shelves dming this 
period instead of into immediate use. 

So we ·find tltat the immediate post-war 
period >Yas one of se\'ere shortage:; accom­
panied by an abnormally high demand that 
greatly exceeded an almormally low supply. 
Had controls not been introduced, which was 
suggested by the hon. member for Coorparoo, 
prices would have soared. The then Com­
momvealth Government saw that they "-ould 
ha Ye to tackle the situation from three sides: 
to boost the abnormally low supply; to 
restrict the abnormally high demand; and, 
until the gap was closed, to control prices. 

I am prepared to admit that controls could 
have been done without, but at a price. All 
controls could have been n bolishec1 and infla­
tion allowed 'to run its course. Inflation 
itself would, in the end, have closed the gap. 
\Vith the uefeat of the prices referendum 
and the resulting weakening of effective 
price-control, as we have had demonstrated 

to us over and over again, prices have risen 
and, as the result, a giyen wage, pension or 
salary, is buying less and le~s, the poorer 
buyers have been shaken off, and tho demand 
reduced to something like what the rich 
buyers need. 

.:'\ o important group advocated this policy 
openly; the injustices of inflation and the 
danger of a slump to follow were too great. 
But numerous groups were advocating the 
abolition of controls on the particular goods 
they were selling and, where controls still 
exist, they still arc. ' 'Let prices find their 
O\Yil ]eye]! Let prices rip [ '' How often 
have 1ve heard that cry from hon. member;; 
opposite! The loudest cry was a sure indica­
tion that in that person's industry, supplies 
\YOre still inadequate and the prospects of 
huge profits 1Yerc very tempting. These 
never-ending piecemeal attacks certainly went 
a long way tmvards breaking dmYn controls. 

The Liberal Party, in keeping with its 
usual tactics, pursued a much more subtle 
policy on controls. ''Demand exceeds supply,'' 
they said, al1(1 answered, ''V er;· well, increase 
supply." We heard them say in this Cham­
ber that that was the positiYe approach to 
the problem. ''Controls,'' the,Y said, ''restrict 
production, reduce incentive, stifle initiative, 
and cause the \'ery shortages they are sup­
posed to control. Reduce controls and you 
1vill stimulate prm1uetion.'' The Labour 
Government 1Ycre accused of continuing con­
trols because they liked pushing people 
around. That argument, as the passing of 
time has shmrn, was fallacious, and when 
used by people who should know better, 
dishonest. Howewr, it hnd a superticial 
plausibility and it impressed sections of the 
communit.'- ,,rJJO had it constantly presented 
to them by the newspnpers. Tlwrc is not 
one hon. memlJer opposite, "·ho, if he spoke 
the truth, woult1 not say that the Chifiey 
Government had done an excellent job. \Yhat 
success the Fcdcrnl Labour Government did 
achieve in pursuing a steady and sound 
policy for economic stability 1vas in the 
teeth of this Opposition clamour and in an 
atmosphere that greatly and unnecessarily 
increased the difficulties of an already diffi-
cult economic situation. ' 

Our standard of living depends upon the 
volume of goods anrl services we can proc1uce. 
\Vhen demand exceeds supply it is much more 
desira blc to bridge the gap as far as possible 
by stimulating supply than by curtailing 
demand. The F:cderal Laboirr Go'' ern­
ment were 1rell awaTe of this obvious 
truth v·hen they began to meet the post-war 
situation. The biggest contribution that 
GoYernment could make to Australian pro­
duction was to ensure the smooth transfer of 
men and \\'omen from the various Services 
to industry and the maintenance of full 
employment thereafter. This, I think all 
hon. members will agree, they did exceedingly 
well. Almost 1,000,000 ex-serviee personnel 
1vere demobilised and found useful employ­
ment 1vithout having to suffer many months 
of unemployment, as happened after \Vorld 
W:u I. No fewer than 250,000 were pro­
vided with tools of trade and a similar num­
ber received training in various trades, 
professions or callings. For · some years 
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before the war one-tenth of the Austra]ian 
workc·r" were without means of livelihood, 
for t1.,, simple reason that there was no 
employli1cnt for them. Since the end of the 
war unemployment has been negligible. 

Gi,·cn full employment, however, it is 
obvious that further spectacular increases in 
production were simply not possible. The 
busineb; man claimed-we have heard this 
again and again and it has been emphasised 
by hon. mem hers opposite-that a reduction 
in his taxation would encourage him to 
increase his production. How could he 
increase his production~ ·where was he to 
get the man-power, the materinJ, or the 
factory space~ The only real possibility of 
increasing production, onc1e \Ve have full 
employment of our productive resources, is 
more efficient use of these resources. This 
can be done even in modern industry, by 
employing more and better machinery. How· 
ever, \Ye ktve in the past relied large!;· on 
importation from abroad for our machinery 
requirements. The United States of America 
was the only country with an export surplus 
of machinery cluring the post-war years but 
dollars to purchase American machinery 
were very scarce. The Australian engineer­
ing industry has been producing a gooil deal 
of machinery and its production is still 
expanding. But increased home production 
of capital equipment cannot make a quick 
contribution to the output of consumer goods, 
for the immediate effect of producing more 
machinery is to reduce the output of other 
things. At best, mechanisation is a gradual 
process. 

Better organisation by employers and 
steady work by employees are next in order 
in -the contribution to higher production. 
Both are important and certainly desirable, 
but they cannot incrPase output to any great 
extent in a short period, or do much to over­
come the arrears of six years of war. 

In a predominantly private-enterprise 
economy t11c positive steps that Govern­
ments can take to increase productivity in 
industry are naturally_ limited. The Com­
monwe;;lth Labour Government were, if any­
thing, on3r-ambitious in their efforts to 
encourage new enterprises and expand 
secondary industries. The investment of 
many millions of pounds of new capital from 
ovPl"><Pn." was facilitated. Government­
owned \Yar-time factories, with their plant 
and equipment worth millions of pounds, 
were sold or leased to private enterprise. 

A Government JUember: Just what were 
they worth. 

Mr. DONALD: From memory I think 
£80,000,000. At least £10,000,000 was 
advanced to private firms by the finance 
department of the Commonwealth Bank. 
Expansion of secondary industry received 
such an impetus that the establishment of new 
factories and plant has run ahead of the 
labour available to run and maintain them. 

Let us get to shortages. Hon. members 
opposite blame members of the working-class 
for a reduction in output and say that 

shortages are a big contribution to the pre· 
sent position. The shortages of the post­
war years have been due, not to a failure 
of supply, but to abnormally high ~l~man~. 
The production of most commochbes _IS 
hiahcr than before the war, not merely 1n 
a b~olute figures but per head of a substan­
tially increased population, and yet we have 
shortages. The most severe shortages have 
been in fuel and rower, the prodnction 
of coal per head of population in 19±8-49 
was 8 per cent. higher than in 1938-39, that 
gas was 4 7 per cent. higher, and electricity 
58 per cent. higher. In spite of all the 
criticism of the housing lag·, there wer·e more 
houses per head of population in Australia 
when the census was taken in 1947 than 
there were when the census was taken in 
1921. We did not hear any outcry of 
a housing shortage in 1921, for the 
simple reason that people then could 
not afford to buy more than there were. 
Full employment, \vhich we emphasise, ancl 
higher real incomes for those in the lower 
income groups, have increased the demand 
for homes aml many other things, such as 
higher-quality food, milk, fruit, clothing, 
etc. vVho will contend that the workers are 
not entitled to them~ It would have needed 
a phenomenal increase in production to meet 
the arrears in demand quickly. Employers 
could not have achieved it-I say that 
deliberately-no matter what incentives they 
were given. 

Surely to goodness they could not 
e"pect any greater incentive than they 
were giYen! They were, in fact, given better 
incentives than they ever had. It had never 
been easier to make sales or profits. 
Insohencies were at a minimum. According 
to the national-income estimate, in ) 946-47, 
company profits after taxation \Wre 50 per 
eent. above those of pre-war times, 65 per 
cent. above them in 1948-49 and 90 per cent. 
above them in 19Ml-50. That seems a 
reasonable incentive, even after making full 
allowance for increased prices. Uncontrolled 
inflation, of course, would ha\'C meant still 
higher profits in the short run. So it is 
not surprising that short-sighted business 
men, not thinking of a slump ahead, chafed 
at inflation controls imposed by the Chifley 
Government. 

The only important thing that the Govern­
ment could have Uuue Lu ~J.l.0~(6l1SG production, 
and did not clo, was, to exercise greater con­
trol over production. Australia's main 
difficulties dming the post-war period have 
been fhe to the tremendous increase in the 
demand for such basic essentials as coal, 
steel, building material, and house· building 
labour. Shortages in these fields have greatly 
retarded the production of many other com­
modities. Had the Chifley Government con­
tinuefl their war-time prohibition of non­
essential production and their war-time 
direction of labour into industTies essentiaL 
for the transition period, these shortage< 
could have been overcome much morP 
efficiently and rapidly. Yet the Governmerrt 
were never critici,crl for ahnni\oning these 
controls. The public was entitled to decide 
how much control it was prepared to stand. 
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But later complaints about the consequences 
of decontrol suggest that had the people been 
better informed they might have preferred 
retention of controls for a longer period. 

The 40-hour 1veek has been blamed by the 
Press and some hon. members opposite for a 
certain degree of inflation. I remind hon. 
members opposite, however, that the hon. 
member for North Toowoomba, when deliver­
ing his speech on the Budget, drew attention 
to the inflation in the United States. The 
granting of the 40·hour week by the Com­
monwealth Court of Industrial Conciliation 
and .Arbitration from 1 January, 1948, may 

. have temporarily reduced production, or at 
least reduced the rate of increase of pro­
duction, but examination will show that the 
adverse effects on production have been 
greatly exaggerated. 

For several reasons, the reduction in the 
standard working week from 44 to 40 hours 
did not reduce production in anything like 
the same proportion. In many firms, 
employers were stimulated by the pressure of 
higher wage costs to introduce improvements 
of management or new machinery, which 
actual!} increased output or prevented a 
s8l·ious fall. In other cases the 44 hours were 
worked, the last four at overtime rates. This 
raised the cost and prices but kept produc­
tion up. 

Dr. S. S. Stevcns, of the Department of 
Economic Research, Melbourne University, 
conducted a smvey of the effect of the intro­
duction of the 40-hour week on 70 Victorian 
firms. The invf·:tigation showed that during 
] 94::; production per man-hour increased by 
9 per cent. Increases in mechanisation and 
improYement b1 management may hnve helped 
in a small 1n1y, but the survey strongly 
suggests that if the 40-hour week slowed up 
the rnte of production the effect was much 
smaller than critics of the policy believed. 

Even assuming that in some small way 
tLe 40-hour week acted as a brake on pro­
cluctil'ity it was to the Australian ->~ orkers 
:1 Jong-a~,-aiterl and prizecl improvement in 
their living standard, a clelibernte preference 
for more leisure as against more goods. 
Refusal to grant this improYement would, I 
feel, have involved far greater losses to pro­
duction through industrial unrest. The change, 
however, was \Yell timecl. As Dr. Stevens 
suggesteil in the preliminary report on his 
survey, the change in the standard working 
11·eek, coming at a time when demand for 
goods and services was high, but mauy short­
ages \Yere beginning to disappear, 11·as 
al}sorbecl by industry much more easily than 
it would have been in a condition of acute 
shortage or depression. 

The Chifley Goyernment knew as well as 
their critics that to increase supplies was 
prefemble to restricting demand, hut, as we 
lwve seen, most. of the measures the critics 
f>l'Oposccl for stimulating production would 
have heon iueffectiYe. In the post-wnr 
situation incrensing supplies could not possi­
bly bridge the inflationary gap. If inflation 
was to be checked it was essential to control 
douancl. 

Direct controls over the amount of labour 
~nd materials that could be used by iwlustry 
11·cre abandoned when the war endecl. Control 
of business expenclituTe, therefore, had to be 
exercised indirectly through controls of fuucls 
a\·ailable to business for capital expenditure. 
The ,,.ar-time control of borro1;-ing from the 
public through the issue of shares (capital 
issues) wns continued, to prevent wasteful use, 
for example, of building materials to build 
racecourses, breweries, hotels, or pictuTe 
shmYs rather than homes. 'l'axation of com­
pan;· 'profits was kept at high levels. ~?W­
eYcr, the chief instrument for restrannng 
excessi;-e business expenditure became the 
control of bank adYances. \Vhen industry 
bmTO\Ys money from the banks, it has so 
mnch extra money to buy goods and ser­
vices. If production is at capacity, the extra 
money cannot bring extra labour or other 
resources into production; it merely forces 
prices up. 

'l'he Commomwalth Government retained 
their 1\'iU-timc powers over the volume of 
loans to industrY under the banking legislation 
of J 945. Thi's control of bank advances 
l1ns been so smooth and efficient that its 
ii,nuense importance in maintaining economic 
stability in the post-war years is easily over­
looked. It is not generally realisecl how 
g1·avc \Yould have been the consequences of 
mismanagement of banking policy. Over­
cxpan si on of bank loans is akin to over­
expansion of the note issue. \Vhen a Govem­
ment print notes indiscriminately to pa;;- for 
their needs, they increase demand indis­
criminately and cause a runa\\·ay inflation. 
Exacth· tl1e same thing would have happe1wd 
had tlie banks been 8J!o11·ed to issue credit 
indiscriminately. The experience of the post­
" ar years has demonstrated how essential it 
is in· modern economy for the banking policy 
t,, be clovetailecl into general economic policy. 
Tbis is possible only if one authority is 
ultimately responsible for both and if that 
authoritv has adequate control over the bank­
ing system. 

'Government expenditure on goods and 
f:ervices makes claims on scarce resources in 
the same way as pri1 ate expenditure. One 
aspect of an anti-inflation policy, therefore, 
must he to keep IYatch on Government 
expenditure, usually referred to as public 
expenditure. But that does not me:cm 
that expenditure by private firms or con­
sumers should always receive preference over 
those fonns of expenditure that meet the 
needs of a community as a whole, such as 
defence, edueation, transport, irrigation or 
socinl service,o, whieh are therefore most con­
Yeniently carried out through public 
authorities. 

At the end of the war the Commonwealth 
Government's demand for goods for war 
purposes fell heavily, releasing resources for 
civilian production. Commonwealth and 
State Governments also helped by further 
postponing public works and pTojects already 
deferred duTing the war. The only impoTtant 
increase in expenditure o:i' this kind spon­
sored by the Federal Government was in 
housing, but I think hon. members will agree 
that was a case of dire necessity. Yet no 
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aspect of the Chifley Government policy has 
been more vociferously attacked by thC' anti­
Labour parties and Press than their alleged 
excessive expenditure. 

I admit that much of the criticism has not 
really been aimed at the level of Government 
expenditure. Many of the Ohifley Govem­
ment critics disliked the objects of expendi­
ture, that is to say, increased social services 
and essential Government controls of the 
economy, and hoped, by enlisting the support 
of the taxpayer, to get controls and social 
services slashed. For the rest, criticism of 
excessive and wasteful Government expendi­
ture has arisen mainly from the fact that the 
Government did in fact spew1 more in each 
of the post-war years than they did before 
the war. But so has everyone, lJecausc prices 
have risen. 

If we examine the position we shall find 
that there is no foundation for the claim that 
there were high increases in Government 
expenditure from 1938-39 to 1948-49. In 
J 938-39 the Governments ( Oommomvealth, 
State ancl Local) purchased for civilian 
purposes 10.75 per cent. of the total goods 
and services available, in 1946-47 10.76 per 
cent. and in 1947-48 10.75 per cent. and in 
19~8-49 11.71 per cent. so that in J 947-48 
the percentage \Yas exactly the same as in 
1938-39. The increased expenditure of almost 
J per cent. over pre->Yar years in 1948-49 
"·as clue in the main to public works 
nn(l mnintenance carried out b' State 
C·m·ernments. • 

In one respect, and I admit it quite 
candidly, Government policy may have 
increased demand in the provision of cnsh 
social-service benefits. These cost £31 million 
in 1938-39 anu £103 million in 1948-49. Much 
of this rise merelv reflectecl increased mtes 
of pensions to con~pensate for the increase in 
the cost of living. Merely to prevent social 
service benefits from falling hehincl other 
incomes, they increased their cost by £60 
million betiYeen 1938-39 and 1948-49. Allow­
ing for this, we find that new social services 
cost about £20 million per annum extra 
during post-war years. This amount i~ not 
a net addition to total demand. As these 
payments are financed out of taxation, the 
taxpayers' demand is reducec1, though it is 
doubtful >vhether it is to the same exter• 
the demand of pensioners and other" 1~ 
increased. 

The assumption, therefore. that increases 
in social-service expenditure have been a 
major factor in post-war inflation is wrong. 

But what if improvements in social services 
had made a major addition to total demand~ 
Would any hon. member suggest that, in view 
of the necessity of restraining total expendi­
ture in the country, the requisite economics 
should have been made at the expense of the 
poorest and neediest among the people, the 
nged, invalid, widows and others receiving 
social-service benefits~ That is what criti­
cism of excessive expenditure on social ser­
vices implies. Australia, once one of the 
most progressive nations in matters of social 
policy, has fallen a long way behind other 
countries in the quality of her social services. 

Some of the improvements made by the 
Ohifley Government were long overdue and 
\Yerc justified, even if they required somewhat 
greater economy in other directions. 

lUr. Dewar: But the major improve­
ments in social services have been brought 
in by the Menzies Government. 

Inr. DONALD: If that interjection is 
made when the hon. member is in a serious 
mood, I should hate to hear what he might 
say >vhen he is in a frivolous mood. 

I shall not be so foolish as to suggest that 
the exceptional pTOsperity we have enjoyed 
in Australia for several years has been 
entirely, or m·en mainly, due to the Labour 
Government's policy, but it has certainly 
helped. World shortages and bountiful 
seasons have enabled Australia to take the 
full advantage of record export prices, and 
post-war demands have made it somewhat 
easy to maintain full employment. The 
clanger during the last five years was not low 
prices and unemployment. On the contrary 
it was, and still is, a hectic boom and infla­
tion, followed by slump and depression. The 
Commonwealth Labour Government's record 
must be judged bv their success in maintain­
ing n reasonable degree of economic stability. 
If mistakes were made, they were not those 
charged by the Ohifley Government's critics, 
but, on the contrary, weTe mistakes rendered 
nna voidable by the need of nuy democratic 
Government to carry the public >vith them in 
their policies. If the policy was not as 
successful as it might ha;;e been, the hlmne 
rests with those who, from ignorance or 
greed, misled tlw people into 1vithholding 
s tipport from policies more adequate to the 
nation's needs. 

Before long, IYith the rest of the world, 
Austnllia >vill very likely enter a new 
economic plwse. The economic dangers that 
IYill confront us will be the opposite ones 
to those IYith which >Ye have had to deal 
since the wnr: falling instead of rising prices, 
deficiency of demaml instead of excess 
demand, and unemployment instead of a 
labour shortage. To the average Australian, 
still carrying the memories of the 1929-33 
depression, the clangers of this new phase will 
be very familiar. They will require no less 
------- '· - wise Government control than 
'"'uv 1Hccntu.tg phase, ·which is about to end. 
The penaltv for heeding the apostles of 
business freedom may indeecl be very 
disastrous. 

I conclude by saying that the Menzies 
Government >vill be well advised to remember 
and learn from the lessons of the post-war 
years. 

Before resuming my seat, I should like to 
thank the Government for their action in 
advertising for a lecturer-organiser in the 
coal-mining industry who >vill be attached to 
the Ipswich Technical College. Such an 
appointment was promised some time ago, 
and 1vill fill a long-felt want in the coal­
mining industry. Those who are directly con­
nected with that industry are jubilant at 
the fact that these advertisements have been 
inserted in the local and overseas Press, and 
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are hopeful that everything will be in readi­
ll~c;s to enable this lecturer-organiser to tQke 
up his duties at the commencement of the 
next academic year. 

Jir. 1YOIWSI'YORTII (Cook) (2.34 p.m.): 
It was not my intention, on being elected to 
this Parliament, to indulge in personalities, 
and so far I have been able to grapple 
successfull:v with any personal problems that 
have arisen without taking advantage of 
privilege. However, I was mildly attacked by 
an hon. member on a recent occasion when 
I was absent; I refer to the hon. member 
for Carpentaria. Although his attack was 
ver:.- mild, I intend to reply to it. He 
endeavoured to belittle statements that I had 
made on the ground that I was talking about 
places to which I had never been. 

ln reply let me tell him that I have not 
,;poken of places where I have never been 
m,d that I have been to quite a number of 
new places in my electorate since I >>as 
dected. I suggest to the hon. member for 
Carpentaria that had he given as much 
attention to that part of the Cook electorate, 
wjtich he then represented prior to the 
re,listribution, as he had given to his own 
pri·cate business I should not be here today. 

So much for myself. I now must take 
sides on behalf of an old friend and colleagu c, 
the hon. member for Mirani. Prior to the 
war I spent most of my life at Gordonvale, 
b North Queensland, where I knew the hon. 
member for Mirani. I knew him when I 
was a larl nnd Inter on the part that he played 
in the development of the district. It has 
b~en implied, I thinlr by the hon. member 
for Bundaberg, that the hon. member for 
Mirani was not very well liked and indeed 
has a bad name in that part of the State. 
The hon. member for Mirani 's name ranks 
umongst the highest for the part he has taken 
in the development of that area in North 
Queensland. ·when the hon. member for 
Jl.lirani was a working-man he fought for his 
rights in the early days and in those times 
tbere 1Yere many rights the >YOrking-man did 
not get. The hon. member saw that he got 
them and he, with other farmers in the 
1\f ulgrave district, organised to fight the 
sugar-mill companies for due recognition, nnd 
ultimately got it. I do no propose to go 
into all the things that he did in the develop­
ment of the area but if you want any proof 
cf his actions and of what I say then let 
me tell :you that whenever the hon. member 
for Mirani visits Gordonvalc, one of his 
former employers, whom he bashed as a 
working-man, always invites him to be his 
guest, thereby indicating that he appreciated 
the fact that the demands made by the hon. 
n~ember for Mirani as a cane-cutter were 
always just. Let me give further proof if 
it is necessary. During the last Fed~ral 
election campaign the hon. member for 
Mirani canied out the campaign in the sub­
division of Gordonvale for the Country Party 
candidate, Mr. Tom Gilmore, and for the 
f: t·st time in history the anti-Labour poll was 
in exce<>s of the Labour poll in that area. 

8o much for personalities. It has been 
11o~able that everyone who has spoken on 
th1s debate so far has been unanimous or 

at least has given lip-service to the need for 
developing the undeveloped parts of the State, 
pnrticularly the far north of Queensland. In 
the last few davs there has been a chance 
for the Govemmcnt to show their sincerity in 
i.his respect, only in a small way it is true, 
but it is something that is required right 
away. Last week I asked a question of the 
Treasurer in the House and for the time 
Leing the answer has been satisfactory. 
There are people endeavouring to establish 
a new inclustn- in the Bailev Creek area 
between the Daintree River and Cape Tribu­
lntion. They have proved that they can grow 
rice but the cost of transport facilities was 
out of all proportion to what they could get 
for that produet. The result now is that they 
have 5 tons of last year's crop but they have 
no means of transporting it economically. 
All they are asking is for immediate assistance 
iu the way of cheap transport for this rice. 

The 1 00-foot motor vessel "Merinda" 
makes a weekly trip to Cooktown. It calls 
at an anchorage at Cape Tribulation but not 
at Bailey Creek. These people ask for 
immediate help, that that motor vessel be 
subsidised-the amount will not be great-so 
that it might call at the mouth of Bailey 
Creek to enable these pioneer settlers to load 
their produce and keep contact with the port 
of Cairns. 

The next thing they require-and they 
have asked for it for years through the 
Douglas Shire Council-is the opening up of 
the Bailey Creek-Cape Tribulation area by 
the construction of a road. There is some 
excellent land there. In fact, the land was 
reported on in 1922 by the Royal Commission 
of which Mr. W. Harris was chairman. That 
commission recommended the establishment 
of a sugar mill at Tully to open up that area, 
and in doing so said that the Bailey Creek­
Daintree area should receive second prefer­
ence for the establishment of a 'ugar mill. 
I mention that to show that there are 
thousands of acres of first-class land in that 
area that at present are growing nothing 
but virgin scrub. 

The Treasurer, in answer to my question 
last week as to the construction of a road 
from the Cook Highway to Bailey Creek, 
said there was no record that any promise 
to construct that road had been made. I 
accept his statement but I have no doubt 
that he is aware of a statement I made in 
this Chamber previously that Mr. Kemp, the 
then :\bin Roads Commissioner, had given a 
verbal undertaking to the chairman of the 
Douglas Shire Council, Mr. Raymond Rex, 
a man known well to the Ministry, that he 
would construct a roacl from the Daintree 
into this land at Bailey Creek to enable it to 
be opened up. Shortly afterwards ~Ir. Kemp 
was seconded from that sub-department and 
appointed to a higher position, but nothing 
has been done about the road since. 

I am aware there are certain difficulties. 
I discussed the matter with a Minister out­
side the House the other day. A bridge 
over the Daintree River would probably cost 
£25,000, some say £50,000. That expendi­
ture would probably be made for a few 
people, who would use it immediately, but it 
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must be recognised that immediately road 
access was given this land many owners of 
the land would proceed to develop it. If the 
Government think that the construction of a 
bridge is not possible at present, they can 
still provide road access for these people. 
They could provide a small ferry similar to 
that in use at Moggill. That would be a 
start as it would provide some means of 
access. The people of the district contend 
that a dry-weather road can be constructed 
in hvo or three months by means of a bull­
dozer. It is up to the Government to prove 
tlwir sincerity in even this small way and 
give this area an opportunity to be developed. 
There is no doubt about its richness or the 
need to populate it with the utmost 
expedition. 

The Treasurer has budgeted for a deficit 
for this financial year. That is something 
that Governments can do but imlil'iduals 
cannot. If an individual budg.eted for a 
deficit and it became an accomplished fact 
he could only continue to live by bartering 
pumpkins and cabbages for eggs over the 
fence with his neighbour or sending the 
kids down town selling bottles for 2d. each. 

If the total of our expenditure is to exceed 
the total of our foreseen revenue, it is up to 
the Treasurer, I think, to obtain that revenue 
by some other means. 

)[r. Power: 'What would you suggest? 

..'\Ir. WORDSWORTH: I will suggest 
something. 

}fr. Power: \Vhat do you suggest cutting 
out? 

Jir. WORDSWORTH: I am not going to 
cut out anything. Do not think for a moment 
that I am one of those punters who have 
hundreds of pounds to spend on racehorses. 
However, like 90 per cent. of Queenslandms 
anrl Australians, I enjoy a little flutter at 
certain times, even though it. may be only 'is. 
or 10s. or e\·cn 2s. 6d.-and we usually try 
the h:udr,,t race in the countrY-the M el­
hn1Jne Cup. The point is" that the 
majority of the people of Queensland 
anrl Australia like to have a small bet, 
at least a couple or three times a year. We 
live in a democracy. There are people who 
do not believe in betting; they do not think 
it is any good for us or for themselves; and 
they are entitled to their opinion, as long 
as they do not try and stop other people from 
doing what they think is right, that is, of 
course, if those other people are in the 
majority. That is the essence of democracy. 
The majority of people do like to have an 
occasional bot at least. In this State, with 
the exception of the people in Brisbane­
quit~e a number of people in Brisbane do not 
go to the races to have their bets-the 
majority of the people who desire to have a 
bet on the Melbourne Cup or the Caulfield 
Cup are forced, through the action of this 
Govd·nment, to break the law. If the people 
are compelled to break some of the laws you 
cnnnot blame them for breaking other laws. 
I mention this to the Treasurer as an avenue 
from which he could obtain increased income 
and at the same time give the peo_ple occasion 

for more respect for the law, because the 
present Act is causing people to have dis­
respect for the la>v. They know the S.P. 
bookies operate in every town of any size 
within this State, and they know that 
periodically they are pounced upon and if 
they do not appear they are fined £50-
recently it went up to £100 and some of them 
are appearing now-but that is looked upon 
as their taxation. 

~Ir. Aikens: Their licence fee. 

lUr. WORDSWORTH: Their licence fee. 
If, on the other hand, they appear, instead 
of foTfeiting bail they are fined only £30 
and they get a conviction recorded against 
them. So naturally most of them do not 
appear and everything goes on its merry way. 
The point is that if you and I go into an 
S.P. betting shop-which is a common gaming 
house under the la \Y->Ye are !in ble to be 
anestecl for being in a common gaming house. 
The whole thing is entirely wrong. As far 
ns I can see, the only advantage of the Act 
that prevents the legalising of S.P. shops or 
betting shops under proper control is to the 
racing clubs of Brisbane. I look at it from 
the point of view of the country man. If 
we are in Brisbnne and there is a major race 
on in some other part of Australia, we can 
go ont to the races and lay our money, but 
the country man is forced to br8ak the law, 
if he desires to bet. Quite a number of 
Brisbane people break the law on Saturdny 
afternoons by telephoning betting shops. 
The objectim~ of the large racing clubs 
in Brisbane, to the legalising of betting 
shops could be overcome by closing 
these shops while the mcing is taking place. 
Obviously, if they are left open at such a 
time, a number of people will not attend the 
race" but will be sitting round radio sets 
listening to the races, and consequently the 
clubs, >vhich have to provide prize moneys 
and are put to other expense, would lose a 
ceTtain amount of money. 

:ur. Aikens: S.P. shops in some country 
places close now when the racing is on. 

3Ir. WORDSWORTH: They do by agree­
ment in all places. 

::ur. Power: You are advocating the 
legalising of betting shops~ 

:Jir. V\'ORD§WORTH: They should be 
lcgalisecl and this would also give another 
avenue for rewnue to the State, and a con­
sirlcrable amount of revenue at that. Such 
action would also increase respect for our 
laws. 

The other dav I listened to a radio news 
item giving information that a spokc"man 
from the Department d' Public Lands or 
some other department complained of the 
greatly increased price in land and said this 
was making it more difficult to settle soldiers 
on the land. In fact, it was stated that land 
priced nt £4 an acre some few )·ears ago >Ya~ 
now costing the Gm·ermncnt £12 an a ere to 
buy. I suggest that the Government give 
consideration to districts "·here mainly lip­
service only has been given to the potential· 
ities of the land, districts in which the land 
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could be bought for Yirtually nothing. And 
l1rre I might mention the Cooktown, Lama, 
JI.Ici Yor and Dighton River areas, where land 
um be lJought for 5s. an acre or loss. It is 
places such ::ts this that the Government shonld 
L2 enclcavouring to open for settlement, 
places in which land prices are not high, 
because of lack of competition. At present 
they eau get in on the ground floor, buy 
the lancl, and settle soldiers on it. Thev 
need ha;·e no fear now that people will nO't 
\rant to live in such places. Here I aelmow­
leclge the fact that within the past fortnight 
tlu~ highway under construction between 
Cairns and Cooktown is now completed. 
C. rtainly it is only a fair-weather higlmay, 
lmt it is a higlnvay; improvements such as 
tLc construction of bridges and resurfacing 
can be effected as time goes on. There is now 
;• Stato-\YidP interest in the area but if the 
Department of Public Lancls. got to \York 
mHl bought some of this lancl while it is still 
cheap it could be opened up for soldier settle­
ment. The Government shonld not wait 
rn10ther six months, thus allmYing some land 
iw estors to get in there, bny up the land and 
off"r it for sale at £8 or £10 an acre. Recently 
tW<l members of the shire council of this 
area intervimved several :Ministers and since 
thcv ha;·e returned to the area thev have been 
i;m;ldated with letters inquiring" as to the 
possibilities. 

liir. Sparli:es: What is the land suitable 
for~ 

llfr. WORDSWORTH: I will not mention 
cabbage, lettuce, tomatoes, &c., because they 
would immediately bring fon' anl the inter­
jection, ''Where will you find a market for 
them?'' hut I woulcl mention three basic 
commodities. It has been proved that the~· 
can he succ<'',sfully grown in the area, because 
they ha,·e been grmvH there for the past 50 
to 70 years. They are cotton, peanuts, and 
citrus fruits. Citrus fruits I \dll dismiss, 
inasmuch as the marketing aspect comes in, 
but it has been proved that the district is 
ppable of growing very good tobacco leaf. 
Of the three certainities, cotton has a 
guaranteed price and Australia. 's pemwt 
(lomancl is such that one of the leading 
peanut men in Australia made a state­
ment recently that we shall be importing 
nuts next y(;ar. We know that we are 
not half way tovvards supplying Australia's 
requirements of tobacco and even when we 
catch up with the demand in Australia there 
is the demand all over the world for this 
product. There is another challenge to the 
sincerity of the Government. They can do 
this if they want to. They might be as 
sincere about the development of the North 
as I am but it has taken them over 35 years 
to become keen. 

The Government are supposed to be an 
anti-monopoly Government but there has been 
a general trend, going on for years-and it 
is increasing all the time-for monopolies to 
control everything in the State. This 
monopoly business has extended to the enter­
L·inment industry, because in every area you 
,,.-ill find a monopoly buying up the picture 
shows in a town where there are three and 
closing two of them. After about 12 months 

the one remaining picture show will be largely 
screening second releases or third releases of 
J 9;39 vintage. In the big stores, you fin cl 
companies like Dalgety & Co., which has 
lived on the wool-grower for 50 years, now 
tlwt the wool-grower has his own co-opera­
tiYe, out to bny the biggest store in every 
tmn1. That company is doing this. I C;Ul 

quote three instances from memory. This 
firm bought the largest store in Itockhampton 
but runs it under the name of the previous 
owner, VVilliams Pty. Ltd. I mention also 
Friends of G ladstone and J\IcKimmins of 
Townsville. 

Some three years ago there was great 
agitation in ~ orth Queensland for the estab­
lislnnt:'nt of a cement works in the North. 
There was agitation at Bo\\ en to have the 
works established n t tba t town; there was 
agitation from the Mareeba-Chillagoe area, 
where there is limestone in sufficient quanti­
ties to keep a cement works going for evCT. 
A ne\\ company called the North Australian 
Cement Company was floated \vith the 
controlling interest in the hancls of the exist­
ing Queensland Cement ancl Lime Company 
Ltd. at Darra. The Government supported 
1:md made possible the formation of a new 
company. The promised new company has 
had the effect of silencing the agitation in 
the North. There is no sign of the estab­
lislnnent of a cement works at Stuart near 
Townsville. I suggest that so long as the 
Queensland Cement and Lime Company Ltd. 
-aml I have no particular prejudice against 
the companY-eau supply somewhere near the 
reqniremcnts of cement in Queenslancl from 
Darra no works n-il! be cst:lblishccl in the 
North. WoTk is proceeding on the railway 
line but there is no sign of a cement works. 
There is an acute shortage of cement in 
virtually every town in North Queensland. 
Builders and contractora cannot get it. 

}fr. Power: There are shortages of other 
materials as well. 

Jir. WORDSWORTH: Yes. Some time 
ago it was announced that any firm could 
order as much cement as it wanted from the 
South but over the last three or four months 
sufficient raihmy trucl<s could not be got 
for the carriage of cement, the reason being 
that motor-cars carry a higher freight 
rate and, as a consequence, get priority. 
I am not blaming the railways altogether 
for that, although they are supposed to be 
there for the benefit of the people. 
The cement company has now put all 
North Qneensland merchants back on 
a quota that is insufficient for their require· 
ments; so that, even if the merchants could 
get the railway trucks now, they still cannot 
get enough cement. ·why has the cement 
company done this~ I suggest that it was 
clone to ensure itself sufficient supplies of 
cement for its new project in Brisbane, which 
is to make bricks of house-building size for 
the building trade in Brisbane. 

The hon. member for Bremer hac1 quite a 
lot to say about price-control. I do not 
want to criticise his opinion, because it is 
generally held by people who have not hacl 
much practical experience of price con­
trol. Price-control will work only if wages 



Supply. [24 OCTOBER.] Supply. 815 

~ud other costs are pegged. That is why 
it worke(] reasonably ,,-ell during 'vaT-time, 
but "·hen wages ""81'0 unpeggef1 it 
ceased to work. However, it was always 
a very big thom in the sides not 
only of the Prices Branch, but also of those 
people who had dealings with it. I know 
what I am talking about, because I had some 
experience of price-control. It is one of the 
greatest dela_Ying factors on earth, yet I 
agree th~t pnces must be controlled by some 
means. ·whether it should be done by con­
trolling profits or br some other means, I 
am not sufficiently informed to say. 

I shall proceed to show 'vhy there is always 
a black-market where there is price-control. 
?'ake the case of a merahant import­
mg some everyday commodity required in the 
building industry, such :is plunge baths. I 
had a lot to do with plunge baths, which were 
on a quota till they started to come out from 
England. The only firm in Australia manu­
facturing them "·as in Rydney. The mer­
cl_mnt in Cairns would receive a crate of six, 
nme or a dozen baths and his customers 
would immediately start to scream out for 
them. Invariably it would be found that 
the landed cost of the baths had increased 
si~c~ the previous consignment and, to keep 
'nthm the law, the merchant had to submit 
an application for a price for the baths. 
Delay would naturally result and the cus­
tomers ,,-ould go along to the person hand­
ling the baths and say, ''The house belong­
mg to so-and-so is completely finished with 
the exception of the bath.'' The merchant 
would s~y, ''I can't sell you a bath, because 
I haven t got a price.'' The customer would 
say, ''I will give you £20 for a bath.'' The 
officials in the Prices Branch were always 
snowed under with applications, and some­
times it was six or seven weeks befOTe a firm 
could get an approved new price. 

lUr. Power: There is no justification for 
that today. 

JUr. WORDSWORTH: 
regularly. 

It happened 

In the meantime, the managing director of 
th<J firm holding the baths, would say to the 
manager of tlHJ hardware department, ''You 
are allowed only so much buying capital and 
you are supposed to turn it over every so 
o.ften. You cannot have any more money 
till you sell those baths.' ' Therefore, the 
customer is clamouring for baths, the manag­
ing director is telling the manager of the 
hardware department that he cannot get any 
more till he has sold the ones on hand, and 
the Prices Branch is snowed under with work 
and delaying the selling of the baths. 

JUr. Power: You said you sold them at 
a black-market price. 

lUr. WORDSWORTH: I did not say that, 
I was selling for a reputable firm. I wanted 
to point out the way in which black-markets 
come ahout because so many people are pre­
pared to offer so much more for the thing 
they ''"~nt and cannot easily get tha~ the 
temptation to do it is there. After all, a lot 
of people are subject to temptation. 

Then the hon. member for Dremer 
referred to costs lmt it is generally realised 
that th.c higher the cost the harder the 
bnrc1en on the consumer of goods. Let mo 
refer to an elementary matter in this con­
nection. Let us suppose, for instance, that 
a merchant imports a 12-gallon copper 
boiler at a landed cost of £1. The Prices 
Branch allo"·s him to adrl 20 per cent., or 
4s., to the cost. That allows him to sell 
the boiler at £1 4s. But let us also assume 
that later on costs increase because of 
increased freights, increased wages and so 
on, and that the landed cost of the boiler is 
£2. to 'Yhich he is allowed to arlcl 20 per 
cent. Dut that is 20 per cent. on £2, giving 
him a selling price of £2 Ss.-he g,ets an 
extra 4s. on that margin. The Prices 
Branch saw how that operated some years 
ago and tried to correct it by cutting dmnl 
the money margin but it failed to take into 
consideration the fact that the merchant 
TequiTed the higher money margin because 
the cost of running his own business through 
higher wages, freights, etc., had also gone up. 

Those are a few little simple things that 
arc not known to everyone and apply to the 
control of prices under what has come to be 
regarded since the ·war as the orthodox 
method. No wonder it has fallen clown. I 
agTee that \Ye should have some form of 
price-control and I think that the form that 
has been promised, of control of profits, by 
excess profits tax so long as it also pre­
vents the concealment of excess profits, 
will be the pToper one. The only other 
one with any chance of success is 
that designed to bTing about increased 
production but a combination of the two will 
probably save us from a goorl deal of 
trouble in the future. 

:Yiuch has been said about the establish­
ment of new States. Indeed, the Premier 
proclaimed in the Press that he was in favour 
of new States but if we had new States ,,-e 
should be taxed at the Tate of £4 a head 
more. I do not know where he got that 
figure because, after all, taxation is uni­
foTm tluoughout Australia. There has been 
a great deal of talk in fa your of new States 
in Queensland but there always seems to be 
a "but" attached to these statements. 
As 're know, Australia is about the 
same size as the United States of 
America and the United States is the 
most greatly developed countTv in the world. 
That de\·elopment has been largely brought 
about by the fact that the country was divi­
ded into many small States, 48 in all. \Yhen 
we haYe a look at the problen of new States 
in Queensland we can sec some difficulties. 
For instance, in the case of education, if 
Queensland ''"as divided into three separate 
States it would be a nuisance having to pro­
dnce another two educational systems ancl 
in the process perhaps quite a number of 
people would ,,-ant to alter the systems, a 
state of affairs that would be not good from 
an A llsiJralian point of view and would 
carry us further to the bad. I am a great 
believer in new State~ if at the same time 
·we delegate some of the functions of the 
present State to the Commonwealth to make 
the new States a practical idea. 
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One department that would benefit by 
unifiication is education. Any person whose 
livelihood has carried him from one State to 
another, and has small children, can vouch 
for that. I have had such experience in three 
States, Victoria, New South \V ales, and 
Queensland. As you go north you are told 
that the 'educational svstem of the State 
is the bc,;t in the Con;mon wealth but you 
find as you move your family from "one 
State to the other that on the assumption 
that :·our new State's educational system 
is higher than the one you just left the 
child ' is put back a grade just for 
luck. Education would benefit from the uni­
fied system of education, if it had decentral­
ised control. I do not argue that someone 
in Canberra should wield a big stick. Under 
a unified system decentralization could be 
maintained by Regional Directorates such as 
that now operating at Tmmsville. Another 
State instrumentality that would benefit 
from unification is railways. If unification 
had been applied to our raihYays 50 years 
ago, >ve should haYe standardised railway 
gauges today. 

A considerable amount of thought must be 
given to creating new States. It might be 
contended and logically so, that an area more 
densely populated than another would have 
a preponderence of electoral representation. 
That would seem to be borne out bv u state­
ment made by the Treasurer in relation to 
allocation , of loan and subsidy monevs 
expended in various parts of tlw State for 
the yenr ending 30 June, 1950. The amount 
in Brisbane was J 0 per cent loans but the 
pro~'ortion of subsidies expended in 
Brislwne was 55 per cent. T'hat is out of 
all proportion. That happens \Yhen the 
bullc of representation comes from one 
area. I do not begrudge Brisbane anything, 
even the electrification of its suburban rail­
way system. The only criticism I have of 
that proposal is that it should have been 
consummated 20 years ago when Melbourne 
completed nll<l Greater Sydney commenced 
electrification of their suburban raihvav 
systems. Closer Government attention is 
requirbl to the development or our unde­
veloped areas. For that reason, and for 
the reasons I have given-before, there is quite 
a lot of food for thought in the proposal to 
create new States. \Ve shall not get any 
lasting justice until New States are create(] 
in Queensland. I do not mean that we should 
have something akin to three foreign States 
where one exists now, but I do mean States 
that will be created into three separate 
governing and administrative groups. We 
can get over difficulties associated with trans­
port by handing the control of railways to 
the Commonwealth, with certain safeguards 
to the States to prevent the authorities in 
Canberra from closing any section of railway 
line and deciding against the extension of 
any existing line. It might be possible to 
apply to railways the same principle as I 
suggested for education. Later on other 
Government instrumentalities, such as the 
Police Force, might be federalised. Some 
States have a good Police Force and others 
fair. 

JUr. Smith: What about Queensland? 

lUr. WOUDSWORTH: Queensland has 
the best force in the Commonwealth. 

)Ir. Smith: Don"t leave Queensland out. 

l\Ir. WOUDSWORTH: I will not. Our 
thanks for that are due to Mr. Carroll and 
Mr. Smith, not the hon. member for Carpen­
taria. 

I should like to say something about our 
railways-they are something that the people 
own-alHl I do not wish to appear non-con­
structive in my criticism of them. I have 
travelled on the Sunshine Express in the last 
six months as many times as anybody, 1 
suppose, and I cannot help comparing it with 
tl:e senice that it offered before the war. 
Our rr1,ilways are losing money. \Ve know 
they have to lose money to enable certain 
primary industries in the sparsely populated 
areas to survive. Por instance, the railway,; 
help the woollen industry by carrying sheep 
in drought times at a rate considembly less 
than cost, and that is essential to the great 
\1·oollcn industry. The same applies to 111any 
other primary industries. vVhat I wish to 
criticise is the direction in which the raihvays 
are moving. The :\Iinister for Transport is, 1 
think, doing everything possible to rectify 
certain shortcomings, but in one respect I 
think he could perhaps improve the raihvavs, 
that is, by putting them back to the standard 
at which they were before the war. 

Everv time there is a criticism of the rail­
ways o~re runs a risk because someone writefo 
to the paper and says what a wonderful job 
the~· did during the war. 'l'hey did an excel­
lent job during the \Yar; they werl' strained 
to their utmoc:t; the;: could not do anot11er 
hit of work. I know that tl1e men were work­
ing as many hum·s as they eould and that the 
rolling stock hall bean run almost to a frazzle. 
·while this >vas being done, there was no 
flghting in Queenslanc1 or in Australia. If 
there had been fighting in Australia they 
\>Oulcl have been rc>quircd to do u terrific lot 
llJOre; but they did not have the capacity to 
do much, if any, more than they ·were doing. 

Let us take u look at our !.est train-the 
Sunshine :tJxpress-in Queem,Jancl. It is 
giving n pretty good service to t~1e State, but 
its stan<lards are those of about 30 years ago 
compared with those of any modern country. 
Before the war I presume that the Com­
missioner for Railways desired first-class 
trawllers to travel on the train, because he 
would get more profit out of them. Second­
class travellers are carried at a very reason­
able fare and first-class passengers pn;· R hout 
t,-;ice the second-class fare and in addition 
one guinea a night for a sleeper. The state 
of tho Sunshine Express in post-war times 
is ~nch that it is causing people to use the 
nirways more and the railways are losing 
day after clay potential first-class passm1 c;ers 
to the airways. 

Let us look at relative conditions on a 
trip thrrt takes two days and hvo nights 
from Brisbane to Cairns or Cairns to Bris­
ba.ne. In a second-class sleeper there are 
three people in the one compartment and 
three sleepers without any bedding on them 
but which are quite comfortable. vVhen night 
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falls, these people in the compartment can 
rull up their sleepers themselves-it is a 
matter of fixing up the centre one and you 
have the lot-and it is a matter of mutual 
anungcment between the three passengeTs as 
to whether they go to bed at 7 o'clock or 
10 o'clock. Most people \Yho are over five 
years of age like to stay out of bed later 
than 8 o'clock. During the war the first­
class passenger was able to do so. 'l'he sleep­
ing compartment in the first-class compart­
ment provides for two passengers and before 
the war there \vas a lounge car at the back 
to which a passenger could go and smoke and 
read, so that he could go to bed when he 
felt like it. Since the war the lounge r>cr 
has nen:r lleen on,· so the first-class passenger 
who does not want to get his hearl bnmpet1 
e'ery time he move~ has to go to bed as soon 
~s the sleeper is put up. It is the conductor's 
job to do it at 11ightfall. This conrlition 
~ecently prompt.ecl a southern tonrist to 
remark, in m:r hearing, that the Qneensl~ml 
Railways ~re virtually asking :first-class 
passengers to trawl by air. 

I have l>een speaking about the l1cst train 
in Queensland, the Sunshine Express, but I 
now \Yill refer to the worst train, the Cairns­
Tableland train. Certainly this railway is 
the best for scenery, the hest ·of any in 
Australin. The other dn:y, in orcler to get 
my figures right, I asked a que~tion in this 
House. Some of the engines and carriages used 
on that line have been running there for 
O\~cr ~ U yenn~. rrherc are 25 engines now in 
ns~ -.. -,ich h:we been in use for oyer 40 yrars. 
The J\Iinister for Transport replied that they 
;q·r Ngul:,rly· repaired and OYerhauled but the 
hon. gentleman knows thrtt they are old and 
ont of elate. Some :years ago, before the 
strengthening of the railway bridges between 
lnnisbil ::111! Cairns to enable the 0 17 class 
of engine to haul the Sunshine Express trains 
~o Cairns, three reasonably new and modern 
P.B.15 engines were stationefl at the Cairns 
rl.epot•. These engines \Yere used on The 
Tableland train as well as to haul the Sun­
shine Express, but since the strengthening 
of the bridges mentioned before, these engines 
have been sent South, anc1 replaced by older 
models. 

J\Ioreover, although the engines are 40 
years old and some of the carriages even 
older than that, the trains on the Tableland 
line run to the same timetable as 40 years 
ago hut haul a smaller load than at that 
time. Is that inclicativ2 of progress~ Is 
even the Sunshine Express train progressive 
compared with modern railway systems~ No 
doubt I shall be told not to forget that we 
have hafl a \Yar in Australia. But that 
remark applies to Western Australia also 
and that State is now running on the Perth­
Ralgoorlie line, to connect with the Common­
wealth Transcontinental train, a train with 
air-conditioned lounge and dining cars. 
Western Australia is farther from the Aus­
tralian steel works than Queensland but it 
is operating this modern and progressive 
train. 

I clr ,w the attention of the Minister to 
these facts because there are .a number of 
things that could he done to improve the 

raihvay scn-ice and attract aclt1itional revenue 
and, after all, this is part of hi~ objective. 
If something can he clone to mc1uco the 
people to make more use of the railways they 
will cert.ainlv make use of them. People 
will not be encoumged to travel on the mil­
W:<JS if the tTains are uncomfortable. 

As to the booking of sleepers on the 
Drisbane-C.tirns raihvay: if a passenger 
bool's a fortnight or a month ahead, he w1ll 
obtain a good sleeper. I telephone the 
Railway Department only about 24 hours 
ahead of the time I wish to travel and 
naturally do not expect to obtain the best 
of ac>'ommoclation. That means tl>e Pullman 
~which is an extra s!ecper that is attached to 
the Sunshine Express to TownsvillP. Pas­
sen o-ers and conductors hate this pullman 
sleeper and· so far as women .Passengers a re 
concerned these pullman sleepmg cars are a 
disgrace because one end i_s allotted to men 
ancl the other to women, with only a curtam 
drawn across the aisle to make the partition 
between the t\\-o sections. · 

JUr. Smith: The same principle operates 
in the pullman ears in America and on the 
Continent of Europe. 

Thir. WORDSWORTH: I suggest that the 
hon. member ride in this pullman sleeper. 
I travelled in it only last week. Tourists 
travellino- in Queensland are sometimes 
allocated' berths on this pullman 9lceper and 
a South Australian tourist said to me that 
the Queensland raihvays se0mecl t? wan~ to 
encourag• tourists to travel by an. Cauns 
to Brisbane ticket-holders in the pullman 
sleeper tra Ye l in a sleeper from Cairns to 
Towns·\'ille and on arriYal at 'l'ownsville have 
to change into their pullman sleeper co:;ch. 
The flceper in ·wbich they travel from Canns 
lws been booked for Townsville passengers. 
This is an inconvenience and interferes with 
the time allowed them for refreshments and 
~o on. 

Those are a few more things to be improved 
to encourage people to use the railways, to 
make it possible for more trains to be .run 
and therefore more income to be rece1vecl 
and less loss to be made on the Queensland 
railways. 

Much has been said about the steel industry 
of Australia; much has been said too about 
Bowen as being the logical place for the 
establishment of a steelworks in Queensland. 
Quite recently I travelled south on the same 
train as Mr. Paddv Atherton, who was 
Secretarv for Mines· at one time, and we 
got onto the question of coke-ovens. He 
was the Minister responsible for the estab­
lishment of those ovens. It was recently 
announced by the Government that it was 
their intention to increase considerably the 
number of coke-ovens at Bowen with a view 
to he1ping the Anstr:;.lian steel ~ndustry. 
That is a laudable obJect and I wish them 
all success. I understand, however, that coke 
is being imported into Australia-that we 
cannot get enough to run our steelworks. We 
have coke-ovens at Bowen and the logical 
thing would be to increase the production of 
those ovens. As I said, it was announced 
that the Government intended to increase the 
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number of coke-ovens in the State consider­
ably so that we could increase the production 
of coke to help in the production of steel. 

In examining the actual facts in connec­
tion with our coke-ovens I intend to present 
some information that I ask the Government 
to consider carefully. Before you increase 
the number of coke-ovens in this State it 
would be a good idea if we got full produc­
tion from the coke-ovens we have at the 
present time. Perhaps it is not generally 
known that at Bowen there is a darg on the 
mn:.lug of coke-oYens. There are about 33 
coke-oyens at Bowen and the darg limiting 
production of coke provides fnr the wor],ing 
of 12 ovens one day, 12 the next, and nine 
the following day. Where is the common 
sense in talking about increasing the HUmber 
of <·olw-oyens before you get a "l'asona;Jie 
production from existing ovens? I should 
lil;e to oee lOO coke-ovens at BoYveu l:Jilt I 
think it is up to the Government to see that 
they get production from the ovens they 
have already got. 

lUr. S:IIITH (Carpentaria) (3.28 p.m.): 
In making my contribution to the debate on 
the Financial Statement I should first like 
to clear up a little matter mentioned by the 
hon. memiJer who has just resumed his seat. 
He said that I personally attacked him. 
When I replied to his criticism of the 
alleged neglect by this Government of the 
North, how the devil could it be said that I 
attacked him personally~ I attacked the 
hon. member on 1YhRt he said. He said that 
this Government neglected the Cape York 
Peninsula. \Vhat he did before he entered 
this Chamber I do not know; I did not know 
him until he came here. He said that if I 
luu1 looked after the Cook electorate as I 
looked after my business, he 1Yould not be 
here. And neither he 1Youlcl. He still does 
not know that at the only two polling booths 
in the Cook electorate that '' ero in the elec­
torate of Carpentaria he received a minority 
vote. At the Coen polling booth and at the 
Thursday Island polling booth he received 
minority votes. The people of Coen, \Venlock 
anc1 Iron Range and that part of the old 
Carpentaria electorate knew the valur of my 
services when I represented them, but those 
people gave the hon. member a minority vote. 
He still does not know what votes he received 
in that part of the elertorate. Dut let me 
tell the hon. member that Queensland still 
presents groat opportunities for young men. 
As a young man, YYith my father, I had the 
guts to go out and do something for myself. 
That is what made me what I am today. My 
hands and my guts earnecl me ever;'thing I 
have today, and I do not want the hon. 
member for Cook or anybody else to come 
here and criticise me. The same opportunity 
as I had still exists in this State for anyone 
who cares to take it. Young as the , lwn. 
member is if he and I were put in an acre 
paddock where there were a goat and a lamb, 
he would soon kno,,- who was eating the lamb. 
I should not be eating the goat. (Govern­
ment laughter.) 

So much fOT that. 'l'hat is the answer 
to the hon. member for Cook. He still does 
not know what goes on in the electorate he 

represents. I listened to him very atten­
tively this afternoon and to his speech in 
the Address in Repl:v debate, and I stili 
criticise him in his political sphere as the 
representative of the Cook electorate. If 
he thinks I am being personal when .I do 
that, he should go home to his mother and 
get his napkin changed; he is still a baby" 
In his speech in thf' Address in Heply debate 
and ngain this afternoon, the hou. member 
kept right away from the part of his elec­
torate that I know so much about. Instead, 
he dealt Fith the Atherton Tableland and 
other electorates. He kept away from his 
01\'n electorate. 

As I previously represented a part of th c 
hon. member's electorate, I should like to 
let him know something about the good work 
that has been done there. This is an extract 
from todav 's issue of the '' Courier-C\iail' '-

''The. Mayor of Cairns (Alderman IV. 
H. J\Iurehison) and the District Engineer 
of the Main Roads Commission (C\fr. R. 
Gallop) haTe returned from an overland 
trip to Cairns and Cooktown. The Mayor 
said Cooktown had a b1'ight future and a 
'~ ater supply was one of its first essen­
tials in its development. Commenting on 
applications from prospective settlers, he 
said he hoped that everything '""oulcl bP 
clone to eliminate land speculation. He 
sairl the Main Roads Commission is doing 
good work on the Byerstown Range and 
road r·onstruetion was proceeding from. 
Coon to Lmua and IV enlock, and from 
Wenlock to Portland Roads.·' 
Is that not worth ernnmenting on, :;\Ir, 

Clark~ 

:Jir. "'V onlsworth: r commented on it. 

~Ir. SlUITH: It is worth commenting on, 
because 3S 11-e rear] the Bndgct we eau sec 
the sabotage o" this State Labour Gowrn­
ment by the present Fedeml Go,-ermnent, 
ably nssistcrl by hon. members opposite. 
\\'hat a deplorable thing it is when 11-e :find 
that as the result of the sabotage of the 
present set-up in the national Parliament, 
in spite of the present prosperity of the 
nation, this State has had to lmclget for a 
deficit and has had to cnrtlil its pro­
grammmc of Yvorks! The sL<me remarks 
apply to all the other States. 

En:ry c1av- 1n' read in the trade and finauce 
eohmus of the ''Courier-Mail'' and the 
'' TelegTaph'' that industries in this State 
a re earning huge profits. I am not con­
<lemning them on that score, but is it not 
dcplorallle tlwt the "-[enzies coalition croyvd 
at Canhena should take hundreds of thou­
sands of pounds from the taxpayers of this 
Stat,~ and at the same time force the 
Queenslanr1 Government to budget for a 
deficit? The Federal Government have also 
compelled the State Gm-enlment to restrict 
their works programme, an extensive pro­
gramme of work involving hospitals, schools 
nnd other important works that go to make 
this State. It is something that the people of 
this State shoulr1 hm-e something to say about. 
I kno\Y that the Budget presents an oppor­
tunity to' the accountancy section of mem­
bers of Parliament to tear it about bnt we 
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have frequently heard the hon. member for 
J'd:undingburra say that accountants can be 
picked up like bad pennies in a Jew 's shop. 
They Hre prone to triticise the Budget from 
the viewpoint of figures, but the average 
person in thi,: State wants to kno11·: what is 
the Govcrnnwnt 's programme of work' At 
present there is a huge programme of work 
in relation to hos1.itals, a huge programme 
in connection \Yith education, and the build­
ing of schools; then there is the University, 
and there is a huge programme outlined in 
the Bm1gct not only by the Government them­
selves but also by local authorities. 

Only last August the Local Authorities 
Conference held in Brisbane decided upon the 
amount of money that would have to be allo­
cated to enable semi-governmental author­
ities to c~n-rc· out their \YOrks programmes 
but the Premier found at the recent Pre­
miers' f'onference in Canberra that the entire 
scheme had been sabotaged by the present 
Pedcrnl Goyernment. liVe can deal with that 
programme of work in detail so that it may 
appear in cold print, thereby giving the 
people in the outback parts of the State an 
opportnnity to know the facts as they glean 
them from '' Hansarr1. '' '' Hansard'' is 
very well circulated by members of the Gov­
ennnent Party. Let us remind thP people 
that the Federal Lilwral-Countrv Party (xov­
ernment hoped by the restriction of loan 
money to bring the State Government in 
Queensland to their knees. 'l'hat nefarious 
plot was helped by the delegation from hon. 
members opposite that went to Canberra and 
in tervimved Mr. Menzies on matters of 
development in this State. What would they 
have said had a delegation of Communists 
gone to Canberra seeking the elimination of 
a works programme~ A dclega tion from hon. 
members opposite went to see Mr. Menzies 
concerning the Queensland GoYernment 's 
programme of works in addition to the works 
programme of local authorities as approved 
by Mr. Kemp, the Co-ordinator-General of 
Public Works, and this delegation asked Mr. 
Menzies to approve only of such work as the 
delegation thought should be done. The 
Opposition would then be the first to get up 
and decbre that the Communist Partv was 
attempting to sabotage the Queeiislaml 
Labour Government. They can be placed in 
the same category as the Communists; the 
Yisit of this deputation, which included both 
the Leader and the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition, was only an attempt to sabotage 
the State's programme of \YOrks, which had 
been drawn up for the development of the 
whole of the State, not a part of it. That pro­
gramme of works, which they attempted to 
sabotage, was outlined by the Government to 
the electors and approved by the Co-m·diu­
ator-General of Public Works long before 
30 June. The local authorities had bud­
geted ror sewerage schemes, road works, 
beautification schemes and amenities, all of 
which had been approYed by Mr. Kemp. The 
Government in turn, through the Premier, 
had submitted this huge programme of \YOrk 
to the Federal Government at Canberra. 
Shortly after the \'isit of the Premier to Can­
berm tl.e deputation from the Opposition 

also Yisited Canberra and interviewed Mr. 
::\lenzies, and placed before him a programme 
of works that they thought should have 
priority. They \Yere the saboteurs of the 
State. I say· that very emphatically and 
loudly. Th~Cy went to Canbena only because 
they belonged to the same political breed as 
J\Ir. Menzies and Jl.fr. Fac1den, and in an 
attempt to persuade him to abandon the 
programme of public works submitted to the 
Fe<1eral Government by this GOI'ernmeut. 

The ten-point programme tlwt the Oppo­
sition deputation urged before Mr. ::\1enzies 
did not contemplate public works beyond 
the Tropic of Capricorn. The people of 
::'{ orth Queensland can thus test the sincerity 
of the Opposition who advocate the develop­
ment of that portion of the State. If that 
r1epntation had been from the ('ommunist 
Party the Opposition p:lrties would have 
asked for the implementation of the Com­
munist Party Dissolution Bill before it 
\Yas really put into operation. The members 
of the deputation did not represent the 
people of Queensland; the~" represented the 
Country Party and the Liberal Party. \Vhat 
right had they to make their representations 
to ?.Ir. l\Ienziesf \Vere they in a position to 
can:;· out the public woTks they recommen~ed 
to Mr. Menzies ~ It was one of the c heelnest 
requests that any part;" could poss\!Jly make. 
Their objective in visiting Canberra appeared 
to be for no other purpose than sabotaging 
Queensland's works programmr, \Vhat right 
had this deputation to go to Canberra! 

An Opposition 11Iember: It is a free 
country. 

ll'Ir. SMITH: It is a free country; that 
is whv the Communists and other parties are 
able to abuse that freedom. This is the 
party that advocates (;ealing with the Com­
munists; let us advocate doing comething to 
these people who have attPmpted to do some­
thing worse than the Communists have done. 

Let me read of what irrigation and water 
conservation schemes were started in this 
State by Mr. Kemp. 

lUr. H. B. Taylor: Didn't the Commis­
sioner for Irrigation have something to do 
'"ith them~ 

JUr. Sj}UTH: The hon. member's party 
went down to sabotage 1\fr. Kcmp and the 
Commissioner for Irrigation. 

This is \Yimt '' Thr Courier-Mail'' had to 
say on 15 December, 1944. This is what the 
Liberal and Country Party leaders went 
down to sabotage ·when they· visited Mr. 
Menzies recently. The article reads as 
follows:-

"PRAOTlCAL USE OP WATER. 
'' :\lr. J. R. Kemp has given readers of 

The Courier-Mail a carefully considered 
aceonnt of \Yhat can he done with (;)necns­
land 's \Yater resources bv conservation 
and irrigation measures. ' 

''It may not satisfy some amateurs who 
haYe been attracted by vast projects for 
turning rivers into the frequently parched 
interior of the State. But what .Mr. 
Kcmp tells us holds much more certain 
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promise of large and early developmental 
benefit when peace releases manpower, 
ruatm·ial, and machinery for extension of 
irrigation in areas whc1:e there is a supply 
of surface or underground water to drai\­
upon. 

''The work that has been done hy the 
Bureau of Investigntion on Land and 
\\-ater Resources, uncler the chairmanship 
of J\Ir. Kemp, since the bureau was 
appointed last year, reveals praiseworthy 
energy aml practical direction. The 
question of combating erosion has not 
been neglected. The C•ovenmJent shouB 
be ready to go right ahead with a 
soundly conc.cived programme for dewlop­
ing Queensland's lanil and water resources 
as soon as the war is over.'' 

This is whnt the Leader and Deputy 
Lea<ler of the Opposition decided to do at 
Caubena in orc1cr to sabota!!e the Govern-
ment proposals:- o · 

' 'More irrigation projects, particularly 
in the Dawson, McKenzie and Burnett 
areas, anrl the Obi-Obi water scheme on 
the North Coast.' ' 

That is away down in the southern part 
of • the 8tat;. '\hey went down to sabotage, 
no, only tne (,overnment, but the recom­
mendation hy :c-Ir. Kemp to the Bme.'ln of 
Industry. I wish this to be known by the 
people of .North Queenslanrl, because the 
Leader and the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition, ,,·hen they were in the North 
were saying what tJiey would do if the+ 
w,,re returned to the 'l'reasnry Lenches. 
Now, becnuse they have not received the 
~upport of the electms, they have decided 
to sabotage the efforts of this Government 
to develop the North. We heard them 
criticising the huge programm·, of >vorks to 
be c•1rriccl out .in this State bv tl>e Gowrn­
mcnt. Ever since I can reniember it has 
been the policy of the Opposition to do that 
kind of thing·, but immediately a project 
becomes a success they begin to eulogise it. 
One need only rerrd the pages of · 'Ilan· 
sard'' in the years J 92:l to 1926, during the 
ear1v stages of the development of ~-H. Isa, 
to see that that is so. The then State 
Labour Gm·ermnent decidilcl to help this 
then small mmmg conceTn dci'Clop this 
mineral field. 

Jir. n. n. 
cipals in those 

\Vho were the prin-

::irr. §JHTH: The principals in those 
(la~·s ,_·ere Queenslnnclers. They >Ycre assisted 
h;v the I"n bour Government· at the time. 
When this >Yas discussed in this Chamber the 
Opposition called for four divisions in an 
attempt to pre.-ent the LabouT Government 
from building 64 miles of railway-line from 
Du~hcss to l\Iount Isa. contendi~w that it 
>~·oul<l be only a white elephant.'' ::ifincral 
depo Jits nowadays can be developed only by 
huge mmmg concerns. The huge copper 
deposits in the Cloncurrv field can be 
d_c.-clope~1 onl.1• in this W:l}; hut the Opposi­
tion obJected to concessions to the huge 
Broken Hill South Companv as an induce­
ment to come to Queensland 3lh1 cndc;tvuur 
to dm·elop these low-grade copper deposits 

on much the same scale as Mount Isa. The 
Leader of the Opposition criticised the La h­
our Go1·ernment for giving concessions to 
the Broken Hill South Company and the 
Zinc Corporation. Cloncurry copper deposits 
were not the only minerals in view. Other 
districts in North Queensland could be 
de>•elopccl on much the same scale as Mount 
lsa. At that time the Leader of the Opposi­
tion had much to say and criticised the 
Government. '!'he small prospector-miner is 
now out of date. Huge lo;,·-gracle mineral 
deposits have to he dcyeloped on >Yhnt might 
be termed mass-production lines ancl the only 
way lJ,I' which \re shall get these Queensland 
deposits developed is hy inducing similar 
concerns as Mount Isa to come in and do it. 
In the days before 1922, copper shows such 
as Mount Elliott and ::Yfount Cuthbert clo"ed 
do>Yn. They could not treat ore below 8 per 
cent. in copper. Today the Broken Hill 
South Company want nothing oYer 4 per cent. 
and even lower than that if it can be got in 
large quantities. 

~Ir. Kerr: On present-day prices. 

::!Ir. S3HTII: Not on present-day prices. 
I am referring to J 948. The Broken Hill 
South Comp m;v said it could work profitably 
a deposit having from 2 per rent. to 4 per 
c2nt. copper mHl nhout 4 dw+s. of gold to 
the ton at the tlH'n prices of sneh metals. 
The Leader of the Opposition on 1 :May, 
1948-

"Spe~king nt Buclerim to'night. the 
Leader nf the Country Party, :\lr . .Nicklin, 
referring to the State Go1·ernment 's 
decision to grant the right of prospecting 
2,000,000 acres of Queensland's rich,est 
miner~] area in tl<e north to thr Broken 
Hill Pt:Y., said it ' ·:s only in keeping with 
La lJOnr 's policy of n~'isting monopolistic 
enpitnlism. 

1
' It parallr•le(l the GO\·ernment 's action 

in 1933 wheu t1'.-o well borers, Bo<le and 
Kirton, were ,·dus ,1 ~~ 1ic·'nse to prospect 
an area of 500 m res W':l r Hughendcn for 
coal, yet some hter the Government 
granted Mount }1incs Ltd., licenses to 
operate the same !ll'C~L 

'
1 Mr. Nicklin s:1i<l the dark secret of 

Labour's miniHg policy had at last seen 
the light of day.'' 

At the present time the Leader of the 
Opposition is objecting to hnge >Yorks like 
the Burdekin River Scheme and the Tullv 
River Falls project, just the same as hfs 
part;v objected to the building of tlw iinc to 
lVIt. Isa. ·we ha Ye to remember these things; 
the people of Queensland 1vill have • to know 
them and the only way they can be informed 
of these things is by means of speeches made 
in this Chamber and published in 
'

1 Hansard,'' a publie.ation that circulates 
very freely among tlw people of the western 
part of the State. 

We hear cl much saicl in this Committee 
about the introduction of the 40-hour work­
ing week. We heard much agitation by hon. 
members opposite ancl by :c-lr. Menzies and 
members of his party in the Federal sphere. 
They call for more pro<luction and say that 
greatel' procluction will have to be achieved 
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by the workers of the Commonwealth. They 
have not mentioned any section of the 
workers nor have they pointed the bone at 
any section in regard to the lack of produc­
tion. If there is less production under a 
40-hour working week, how is it that huge 
concerns and business people are making the 
profits they make? Would these big business 
concerns have clamoured for permits to put 
up expensive additions to their factories if 
they were not making profits~ Barry & 
Roberts and similar firms are kicking out the 
little tenants in their business premises so 
that they can have extended areas for their 
operations. Does that indicate that the 
40-hour working week is retarding the pro­
gress of these people~ Is the 40-hour work­
ing week retruding the profits of the Mt. Isa 
mines~~ 

Mr. H. B. Taylor: Is there such a thing 
as incentive payments? 

l'\Ir. Sl\UTH: Not incentive payments, 
but a lead bonus is paid. 

lUr. Kerr: The more they produce the 
more they get. 

- lUr. SlHTH: When the price of lead 
falls the amount of the bonus falls. If the 
tonnage falls the lead bonus does not fall. 
The lead bonus falls ancl rises according to 
the price of the metal-the price of lead in 
America. The price of lead in the month 
of October fixes the rate of bonus paid by 
the company in November. 

Mr. Aikens: And the workers get it 
irrespective of production. 

:iUr. SMITH: Yes. Let me read what 
the management has to say. I quote the fol­
lowing from the report of Mt. Isa Mines-

" Since 1 January, 1948, a 40-hour five­
day week has been worked throughout the 
mine with the exceptions of underground, 
transport and grizzly sections. These latter 
worked a 40-hour six-day week roster which 
appears to satisfy haulage and hoisting 
requirements necessary to maintain mill 
capacity.'' 

The miners at Mt. Isa work a 40-hour 
week in five clays but the haulage men work 
the same hours spread over six clays. The 
management say that this does not afrect the 
company so far as the 40-hour week is con­
cerned. The annual report of the Under­
Secretary for Mines states in relation to 
Mt. Isa-

' 'Production of lead ore only proceeded 
satiRfactorily throughout the year, 'with 
the following exceptions-'' 

The exceptions were only accidents and coal 
strikes. It continues-

'' A 40-hour five-day week has been 
worked throughout the mine with the 
exception of underground transport and 
grizzly sections which have continued to 
work a 40-hour six-day roster satisfac­
torily.'' 

Are the shearers working to the detriment 
of the graziers under the 40-honr week? Is 
not the wool coming in in the same quan­
tities as it did before? Are the pastoral 

workers in the cattle industry not producing 
as mnch under the 40-hour week as they 
did before? Are the shop assistants loafing 
under the 40-hour week~ 

Although I clo not desire to criticise the 
hon. member for Keclron personally or his 
business I heard him say here the other 
dav that every worker in this State should 
work a 48-hour week. vVas it not the 
honest work of employees in Bruce Pie 
Industrie~ Ltd. that enabled the hon. mem­
ber to produce all the material that he clicl 
and to pay a bonus f Are the ~workers in 
the textile industry loafing under the ~0-
hour week? When hon. members oppos1te 
criticise the workers of this State and say 
they are not pulling their weight, let them 
name the industry they have in mind. 
They cannot do it. 

l\[r. Kerr: What about the tying-up of 
ships in our ports~ 

lUr. SlUITH: Let the hon. member give 
us figures. 

The Federal court has just completed the 
hearing of the basic-wage case, which lasted 
for 18 months, and this is what Judge 
Dunphy had to say about production-

'' At times sweeping allegations are 
made that the Australian worker, as a 
class, is not putting forth his best 
efforts during the shortened working 
hours. 

''No substantial evidence was produced 
to support such a proposition except as 
far as the coal miners were concerned. 

''In fact, the greater proportion of 
en;plo:;·ers' witnesses wer~ not prepared to 
support such an allegat10n. 

''My own observation is that some 
workers are working harder and faster 
than before.'' 

That gives the lie to the statements m::de 
so consistently by hon. membeTs opppos1te. 
During a hearing that went on for 18 
months, witnesses for the employers did not 
give one substantial item of evidence of non­
production by workers. Hon .. memb~rs 
opposii:D get up and say these thmgs >nth 
loud months--

Mr. Kerr: That was a minority report. 

iUr. §}H'l'H: I will read them all. I 
cannot find 1rhere Judge Foster said any­
thing detrimental about the workers of the 
Commonwealth; neither did Judge Kelly. 
He said-

'' If that brought about thP transfer of 
labour from unc'ssential to the essential 
intlustries, a better balance in production 
would be achieYed, also the threat of 
inflation depending on the extent of the 
transfer achieved might become less 
serious.'' 

Jir. Kerr: Do you think that is a good 
idea? 

lUr. §)HTH: It may be or it may not be, 
but not one of the judges, who listened to 
thousands of words spoken bv advocates for 
the employers, heard any t!llegations that 
the workers 1vere not putting their weight 
behind industry. 
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It is something worth ventilating, but it 
makes you angry to hear certain hon. mem­
bers opposite say on every day and at everv 
opportunity that the workers of the Stat'e 
are ,not pulling their 'Weight in industry. Let 
them name any industry in which the workers 
are not pulling their weight. First we have 
the coal-mining industry. 

An Opposition lliember: The wharfies. 

Jir. S:~UTH: The wharfies? 

:?fir. Sparlres: The building industry, too. 

. JI~. SMITH: Are the men in the dairy­
mg mdustry workmg less since the introduc­
tion of the 40-hour week? The hon. member 
for Fassifern may be able to tell us that. 
Are the men in the pastorul industry working 
less since the introduction of the 40-hour 
week'! Let the hon. member for Aubigny 
answer that. Of course they are not. The 
hon. member for Roma is a sheep-grower. 
Let him tell us whether the pastoral workers 
are working less or whether the shearers are 
working less since the introduction of the 
40-hour week 

lUr. Watson: What about sugar? 

Jir. SlUITH: Are the shearers not 
entitled to some benefit out of the 
£600,000,000 wool-clip of Australia' The hon. 
member for Mulgrave saifl that the sugar­
growers \Yere loafing on the job. 

Jir. Watson: I did not say that. 

::lir. S:IIITH: The hon. member did, 
because he said, ''What about the sugar 
workers?'' 

Jir. WATSO~: I rise to a point of order. 
I have never criticised the sugar workers. 
I mnelv had in mind the half-day a week 
OYer the 40 hours that they are \YOrking in 
dealing with big crops this year. 

)[r. S3HTH: The hon. member said, 
"What about the sugar 11 orkers ~" but if the 
hon. member has not got the guts to get up 
and say. that he said it, then I accept his 
explanatwn. However, he furnishes the 
answer to my question-there has been 
increased production in the sugar industry. 
More ships are coming to Australia thun over 
before. 

::!Ir. Sparlres: But they eannot get out. 

::lr:r. SilHTH: The hon. member is able 
to send his beef overseas, and sorneho11 or 
other it is not rotting in this country. The 
ships can take it overseas to Great Britain 
nnd sell it at prices greater than those rulinD" 
in ~ustralia today. I do not smell any 
rottmg meat about the citv of Brisbane that 
cannot be sold by the 'rwn. member for 
Aubign;v. The wharf-Jumpers are loading his 
meat, and it is going overseas with sugar 
and other primary products. 

I like to refer to these matters, but it is 
deplorable that in the midst of all this pros­
perity the State has to budget for a huge 
deficit. 

JUr. Sparlres: That will take some 
explaining. 

JUr. S'iUI'fH: It is easy to explain, and 
I will explain it now. Did not a delegation 
from hon. members opposite recently visit 
Canberra to tie up with the Menzies Govern­
ment and sabotage the State and its finances~ 
It was successful in blocking many items on 
the Government's works prograrnme. Hon. 
members opposite accuse this Government of 
being a Socialist Government trying to oust 
private enterprise. Let me road what the 
Government havE; done to induce private 
industry to operate. 

3Ir. H. B. 'faylor: What are you quoting 
from I 

::!Ir. SJUITH: I am quoting from a little 
book issue<l by the Premier. Its statements 
arc quite honest, although they might be 
foreign to the hon. member. It enumerates 
11hat the Government are doing to help 
l'ri1·ate industry, but by the mere fact that 
the hon. member's Leacler and Deputy Leader 
prtlC'~Nl.ed to Canberra ancl urged certain 
public works before Mr. llfenzies and Mr. 
Padclen they endeavoured to prevent this 
State from getting allocations of money for 
that purpose. Nevertheless, they felt they 
were doing a good job. They have the same 
r:olitical aspirations as Mr. Menzies and by 
l.ack-cloor methods have attempted to retard 
the progress of this State. I heard the hon. 
mcmlJcr for Cook say that the projected 
cement works in North Queensland would 
ECYCr be started. \Vho are its shareholders 1 
l will give some of their names. 'l'his Govern­
ment have giYcn a bank guarm1tee for 
£250,000 in respect of those works. That is 
to enr0urage the establishment of local 
industries. 'l'hc principal shaTeholdeTs in the 
\\'Orks nrc :C.Jr. Jules Krutschmitt. the 
managing director of Mt. Isa Mines' Ltcl., 
::\! r. A. Axou, co11sulting engineer, aml :'\Tr, 
Arty Faddrn. Mr. Fad<len owns the lime 
show a few miles oat of Townsville 1Yl1cre 
the cement comp:,n:r proposes to get its 
sapply of lime. 

I\Ir. Kerr: You know that the cement 
company has bought it. 

llfr. SJUTH: Mr. Fadden is one of the 
three principal directors of the cement woTks. 
If there is any sabotage in the commence­
ment of those works, the onus is on those 
three gentlemen. The cement company is 
taking over the lime show from Mr. Fadden 
so tl1at it can operate. If the cement company 
rioes not start ns the hon. member for Cook 
states, he will have to look to his own organi­
s:.tion for the reason. We want to sec it 
sta.rt. 

I\Ir. Gair: The Government have guaran­
teed its account for £250,000. 

l\Ir. SIIHTH: A lot of truths can be 
found. in the Premier's pamphlet as to what 
i he Government arc doing to encourage pro­
duction. It enumerates the works that the 
Government hope to be able to carry out this 
financial year, but that the Liberal am! 
Country Parties are not desirous of seeing 
consummated. The Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition at election time ~>Tote to all local 
auti.JOritics asking for their support so that 
they might get n better deal. What better 
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deal could any local authorities get than the 
loans and subsidies given by the Government 
i:1 this Statc9 'l'he following table shows the 
'J'reasury loans and subsidies approved for 
local authorities during 1he 17-year period 
from 1 July, 1932 to 30 Jun0, 1949:-

Brisbane 
Other cities 
Towns 
Shires 

Treasury 
Loans 

Approved. 

£ 
1,524,484 
1,940,901 

573,231 
3,034,355 

Treasury 
, Subsidies 
Approved. 

£ 
3 827 327 
3;ss4:964 

648,889 
1,974,593 

'l'here wr:s a total amount of £17,000,000 
paid to local authorities in loans and sub­
sHlies, yet hon. members opposite have the 
audacitv to sav the Labour Government do 
nothing for th~ local authorities. 

Mr. Sparkes interjected. 

Jir. SJII'rH: I should like the hon. 
member for Aubigny to tell me what amount 
l:is shire received recently from the Govern­
ment. 

:ur. Sparkes: A very good shire. 

.:\Ir. SIHTH: I will not embarrass him 
by reading it out. 

The Opposition say, "\Vhat arc tl1e Gov­
ernment duiw; for the hack-country~" 'l'hcrc 
:ne many items that do not J:cceivc the 
publicity they deserve. Only recently ,,.e had 
established a fresh fish supply to the north­
' .. c~tcrn area of the State, by means of which 
tl!c people in the towns in the north->~ estern 
p:nt can recciv8 fish from the coast at To,yns­
ville nt the same price as they receive it in 
Jlrisbane and the coast towns. In 194 7· the 
Gcn·ernment, to encourage the supply of fresh 
fish, appro,·ed of the payment of subsidies 
to the extent of 6d. a lb. In 1949, 32,298 lh. 
cf fish were carried 11y snbsidised air services. 
That is typical of the many things that are 
lccing done in this State for the benefit of 
the people. How many of those privileges or 
benefits or amenities provided for the people 
IYill have to be curtailed hy the non-pa~-meut 
of the monevs due to this State by the 
I'cdernl Govc~·mnenH In order to gi,:-c the 
people benefits such as dental clinics, ancl to 
c~rry out the works programme set out by 
the Co-onlinator-General of Public Works we 
1r:ust have finance, and we find that iVtcnzics 
nnc1 :B'adc1cn hnYc refused to give our PrPmier 
the monev Dccessary to continue these 
services, aiul thev wiiJ lun·c to he curtnilcil 
mying to the non-sympathetic attitude of the 
T'edoral Government. 

:Ur. 8parkes: But you are going to spend 
£10,000,000 on the electrification of the rail­
wny system in Brisbane. 

!Ur. SJHTH: If that is done it will 
enn hle the steam locomotives to be used to 
haul such commodities as wool, Mount Isa 
p:·or1~rcts, and other things from the country 
(hstncts. How many locomotives will then 
be made available for the transport system 
to the far \Vest and North-\Vestf Recently 
the Premier gave details of assistance to 
graziers in bad seasons. Mount ha paid 

railway freights accorcliJ:lg to the fluctuation 
in the price of metal and the graziers could 
work on similar lines. All these things will 
have to be cmtailed if the present Federal 
Govemment do not give greater financial 
support to the State. The Flying Doctor 
Service operates in the western areas and 
additional financial assistance has been pro­
vided by the State Government by payment 
of a milage rate for special trips to 
aboriginal missions in the Gulf. Additional 
assistance is also given to the Bush Children's 
Health Scheme. I bring all these things 
before hon. members inasmuch as they are 
some of the main items that should cause the 
Federal Government to give greater financial 
assistance to the State of Queensland and 
because of the hostility shown by the Opposi­
tion to the huge works projects of this State. 

The Leader of the Opposition and his 
supporters spoke against the Burdekin dam 
project, stating that it was not necessary for 
agricultural pursuits or cattle-fattening and 
that it would bo a white elephant, but hon. 
members opposite did not tell the Committee 
that at the present time from 20,000 to 
25,000 tons of zinc concentrate are sent from 
Queensland to foreign countries to he refined. 
If shipping was available the tonnage would 
be greater. The Mount Isa Mines organisa­
tion has infonnecl the Co-ordinator-General 
of Public Works, Mr. Komp, that it is pre­
pared to erect n zinc refinery somewhere in 
the Burdekin clam area to treat 25,000 tons 
or more of zinc concentrates. a year. Is not 
that advantageous to thP State-the expend­
ing by :Mount Isa Mines IAd. of a few million 
poun cls on a zinc Tefinery ~ It will provide 
employment for Quef'nslanrlers. At present 
the refining is (]one in Nonvnv, Belgium, or 
England. There are only three or four zinc 
Tefineries in the world. Should not this work 
he expedited~ The hon. member for Mulgrave 
knows the difficulty of the sugar farmer in 
getting fertilisers. With the construction of 
a zinc refinery on the Burdekin Mount Isa 
Mines Ltd. would manufacture all the 
fertilisers required by farmers in North 
Queenslancl, in fact by the farmers in the 
Commonwc'llth. 

J'\Ir. Watson: Where will it get the 
money~ 

~rr. S1UITH: I do not think Mt. Isa 
Mines Ltd. won] cl engage the hon. me m her as 
its brain-box. It is one of the greatest lead­
producers in the '"orld and in a few :veal'S' 
time will be one of the greatest copper­
producers in the Commonwealth. Before that 
company spends £2,000,000 or £3,000,000, does 
not the hon. member think it will have brains 
to advise it on the project. 

::ur. )Vatson: You are speaking of 
ammonia, not fertiliser. 

J'\fr. S:JIITH: Ammonia, my foot! I am 
speaking about sulphuric acid anc1 all the 
other by-products from a zinc refinery. I 
am saying that it is up to the Government 
to go in for those works and thereby encour­
age the establishment of such industries in 
the North. 

JUr. Wordsworth: How long will th8' 
Burdekin Dam take to complete~ 
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l'IIr. Sl'IUTH: If it was left to the hon. 
member's brains and initiative, it would not 
be built for many years. 

Mr. Wordswortll: And if left to you? 

Jir. SIIIITH: I am a member of the State 
Labour Government party, and if the hon. 
member encourages Mr. Fadden and Mr. 
Menzies to make money aYailable the scheme 
~vill be put into operation in qui~k time, but 
1f the Leader of the Opposition and others 
keel? on going to Canberra to sabotage these 
proJects, the greater the time it will take. 

JUr. l'Vor!lswortll: How many years? 

J!r. S:iUITH: That depends on how often 
hon. members opposite go to Canberra, and 
how long Mr. Menzies remains in power. 

I have mentioned these things to show that 
the Labour Government in Queensland have 
many projects under way, not only for the 
North but for the West, and in fact for the 
whole of the State. If money is not avail­
able to the Government to proceed with them 
the projects will be hung up for an indefinit~ 
p_eriod. We should start a very strong agita­
tion, not only through Labour members in the 
Federal sphere but through Liberal and 
Country Party members, for the return to the 
States of their own taxing powers. The 
sooner that comes about the better it YYill be 
for this State. 

llir. AIIfENS (Mundingburra) (4.28 
p.m.): I came into this Parliament a little 
over six years ago and I said that I would 
fight according to the rules laid clown by my 
opponent~. At times my opponents are on 
both sides of the House and if they want to 
fight according to the Marquess of Queens­
berry rules, so I will fight, but if thev want 
to fight according to dog and goanm1 rules, 
thev can do it that way. Either suits me fine. 

At the outset I am going to reply to state­
ments made by the hon. member for Buncla­
berg, the misanthropist--

An Opposition Member: What is that? 

Jir. AIRENS: If the hon. member cares 
to look at a dictionary he will find that a 
misanthropist is a man-hater. The hon. 
member for Bumlaberg and the Premier 
made certain statements about me and my 
pa1ty and because they did not make them 
in the personal sense I do not propose to 
reply in a personal sense. I propose to give 
this Committee some facts and statements of 
truth concerning statements made by the hon. 
member for Bundaberg and the Premier with 
regard to the ::'\forth Queensland Labour 
Party. 

In his Address in Reply speech the hon. 
member for Bundaberg said that the North 
Queensland Labour Partv was some sort of 
an agency for the Communist Party. The 
Premier the other day, with his eyes sticking 
out like lamps on a sanitary cart and squeal­
ing like a brumby stallion, said that I 1vas 
a fellow traveller with the Communists. I 
will give this Committee some indisputable 
facts and, as far as possible, I will give the 
Committee those facts in proper chronological 
order. 

Let us take the branch that was the 
genesis of the North Queensland Labour 
Party, that is, the Hermit Park Branch of 
the A.L.P. In 1941, the Hermit Park 
Branch of the A.L.P. was advised by the 
Q.C.E. of the A.L.P. to refuse admission to 
two of its members, :Messrs. Corcoran and 
Illich. I was not a member of the Hermit 
Park A.L.P. at that time; I had been 
preYiously expelled, in the circumstances that 
I so honestly, frankly and lucidly set out 
in a speech that I made in this Chamber in 
1944. If anyone wants to know about it, he 
can read it in '' Hansard. '' I do not intend 
to recapitulate it. Hmvever, the branch 
decic1ec1 that it would stick to Corcoran and 
Illich, whom the Q.C.E. contended had been 
associating YYith the Communist Party ancl 
1verc, in effect, fellow-travellers of the Com­
munist Partv. As the result of the llecision 
of the .Hei·mit Park A.hP. to stick to 
Corcor:m and Illich, it was deregistered by 
the Q.C.E. The branch thereupon invited 
me to ITtnrn to it with full continuity of 
memhcrship to assist it in its fight· for 
justice against the Q.C.E. 

As the Hermit Park _\.L.P., that is, the 
deregistered branch, we conducted two 
municipal campaigns in Townsville, in 1943 
and again in 1946. Hon. members will see 
that I am being quite frank about every­
thing, because we have nothing to hide, noth­
ing to regret, nnd nothing to be ashamed of. 
In the TO\msYille municipal campaign in 
1943 ~nd again in 1946, while there was no 
suggestion of collaboration, no suggestion of 
a joint approach to the people, or even of a 
joint platform or policy, we reached an 
agreement with the Communist Party that 
we should run onlv sewn candidates for the 
ten seats and the "communists would run the 
other three, and that we both should seek 
public support for the full team. The mover 
of the motion to come to such an agreement 
with the Communist Partv was Mr. Corcoran. 
I am not saying that in any sense derogatory 
of him, becnuse I supported the motion and 
so did all the branch, I think with the 
exception of one or two members. 

In 1943, of course, our seven candidates 
were elected. Again in 1946 our sm·on camli­
dates were elected. But between the Tmnis­
ville municipal election of 1946 and that of 
1949, many things happened. In the first 
place, there was a deterioration in the spirit 
of co-operation thht had existed between 
Russia and the \Vestern democracif's during 
the war, and, as a consequence, the Hermit 
Park Branch of tho A.L.P., iYhich had then 
become the North Queensland Labour Party, 
decided that it could not enter into any 
agreement with the Communist Party in 
respect of the 1949 Townsville municipal 
election, and we ran our OYYn team of ten 
candidates. Also between 1946 and 1949, the 
two men 0\·er iYhose alleged Communist 
collaboration the Hermit Park A.L.P. had 
been doregisteTed by the Q.C.E., had been 
re-ad>nitted to the A.L.P., as the result of 
the endeavours of the hon. member for 
Bunc1aberg, then organiser of the A.L.P. 

~Ir. S1mrkes: Who were they? 
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iilr. AIKE:NS: Corcoran and Illich. I 
mentioned their names in the first place. 
They were the men over whom the branch 
was deregistered in 1941. 

In 1947, when Corcoran and Illich walked 
uut of the Hennit Park branch of the A.L.P. 
as the result of a difference Corcor-an had 
\I ith one of our other members named 
0 'Brien, the hon. member for Bumlaberg 
rushed to Townsville as organiser of the 
A.L.P. and after approaching them arranged 
1 o tnke these two men back into the A.L.P. 
In 1949 those two men stood for the Towns­
Yille municipal election carrying the A.L.P•. 
hHlorRcment. Xow, who are the eollaboratOTs 
\\itl1 t];e ~c'ommunist Party? 

~1Ir. llewar: The Labour Party is a 
uuite<l party, is it notl 

::U:r. AIKENS: The hon. member will 
Ita ye his opinion on that and I shall ha Ye mine, 
and we shall both be quite happy about it. 

Let me nmv go back to the State elections 
in H;-±'l, when the Hermit Park Labonr Party 
decided to nominate me for the Munding. 
burra seat. At that time the Communists 
supported me and particularly a little 
gallant gronp of Communists in Ayr-the 
hon. member for Bnrdekin can vouch for 
their personal honesty and integrity-assisted 
iu the formation of an Aikens election com­
mittee at Ayr and I am personally grateful 
to them for the assistance they rendered to 
me and my party during the election 
eampaign. Again in 1947 the Aikens election 
c•Jmmittee in Ayr, on which there were many 
dPcent, clean-living honourable Communists, 
c:ssisted in my campaign and in my election. 
1 am grateful to them for their help and I 
make no bones about it. At that time, as 
I have said before, the deterioration that 
exists today had not occurred. 

The moment we decided, however, to nom­
inate candidates for the 1950 elections, that 
is, the elections that were held this year, we 
receivcil information that the Communists 
were no longer willing to support the North 
Queensland Labour Party candidates, because 
the Communists would not support tho North 
Queensland Labour Party. They ran their 
own candidate in Haughton, which embraces 
part of Ayr, against the candidate put up 
by the North Queensland Labour Party. In 
1 D49 also, when we refused to make an agree­
ment with the Communist Party in the 
mnnicipal elections in Townsville the A.L.P. 
made an approach to the Communist Party 
for an agreement, but the Communist Party 
lJrusheil them off. In 1949 we formecl a 
branch of the North Queensland Labour Party 
in Innisfail and the Communist Party issued 
a special dodger opposing the formation of 
th~t hrnnch. That spPcial dodger is in my 
possession and anybody can read it if he 
erc·es to come to my room. Tt is also in 
the possession of the A.L.P. and the Q.C.E. 

When van talk of collaboration with thP 
Communist Partv you must remember that 
lwc~use then' \\:as' this splendir1 spirit of 
eo-operation between Rnssia and the west­
em demoerncics up to about 1948, -,•·!l ,JiiJ 
openly make these election agreements with 
the Communist Party. Since then, how· 
ever, we honestly feel that we cannot make 

&uch agreements with them. '\Yhen we did 
n.ake the agreements >vith them they \\·ere 
honoured, they kept their wOTd as they gave 
it to us. Although they can no longer gn·e 
me the political support that they gave me in 
"\ n·-Ayr is not iu my electorate now-I hope 
tl;at I ~hall retain their personal friendship. 
I appreciate their personal friench;hip. 1 
~cppreciate the personal friendship of men 
like Joe Hicks of Ayr. I hope that I shall 
retain their personal frie_nds~rip~ I _ woul;l 
rr.ther be the personal fnemt a~ a ucceu,, 
r!ean-li vin a Australian Communist Eke .J oe 
Hicks thm~ I \YOuld be the personal friend of 
a dirty, treacherous, Nazi collaborator like 
Robert G01·don Mcnzics. 

fn J 950 \VC came to the real test-and I 
ltopc these faets rrre sjn1dng in. I co1ne no\v 
to the 8iah elections of 1950, lwld on 29 
April thi.-; yenr. The Commm:ist Pa:·ty of 
c·our !s .ucd a stat.ement, publlshed rn the 
Pr, s,:. I think l lutYe it here word for word 
Jmt I slwll not look lt up because my memory 
is sufticicntlr retentive to give hon. 1nembers 
an idea uf 'what they said in the I'ress at 
the time. · 

The Communist Party issue cl a stab ment, 
ar.d it was published in "the Pre~s to the effect 
that '' VVhere Communist candidates are not 
r•mning for electomtes in the co1_nin;:; 8tat<' 
<'loction the Communist Party w1ll snpport 
the A.L.P. candidates, with the exception 
of Aikens and ~Iarriott in l\Iundingburra and 
Bulimba because they haYe al>vays been 
loyal t~ working-class principles in the 
House.'' At the moment \Yhen that state­
ment bv the Communist Party apprnred in 
the Pre'ss I was in C1airns. I reac1 it in the 
''Courier-Mail.'' I immediately '"ent to tllf' 
''Cairns Post,'' ancl ga>"e a statement to the 
''Post'' that >Yns telegraphed do>nl to tlw 
Townsville ''Daily Bulletin'' and then to 
the ''Courier-Mail.'' It was pl<lJlishec1 in the 
"Post " of 27 March, J 950. 1 \Y:mt te 
contrast the open and frank attitude of our 
party with the holc-:li_Icl-corner a~titude . of 
the Labour Party on tlns matter. Eyerytlnng 
we haYe clone sinre \\-e becallle a separnte 
party >Ye haYe done out. ~n the op_en .. The 
moment we reach a decrs10n we grYe rt to 
the Press and the public at no time has any 
doubt as to IYhere the North Queensland 
Labour Party has stood on any politienl issue. 
Our polic-y ·is, anc1 ahYa:vs will remain, one 
of transparent honestv ar1d faith and trust 
: ., t!Je people to whom we appeal for sup­
port. Therefore, on this date the following 
stntcmcnt was published in the ''Cairn' 
Fast"-

''Red's Support. 
'' Stn1 ement bY }er_ Aikcns. 

''The Len<lcr of 'the North Queensland 
T~alHmr Pm·ty, l\rr. T. Aikcns, ::\LL.A., said 
in C.1ims last night that the action of the 
Con1munist PaTt,. in runninr; candid:ttes in 
opposition +o those of the X oTth Quccnslanc1 
Lnll'J11r P;utv in Mulgrave, Mourilyan anfl 
Hnughton a1Hl supporting the Official 
Lahour candidates against theirs in Towns­
''illc, Flinders, C'hm·ters TowNs and Table­
lands, should explode any idea of a con­
nection hctwcen the Communist Pa rt:y and 
the North Queensland Labour Party'. 
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''Mr. Aikens stated that the decision of 
the Communist Party to ask its supporters 
to vote for him personally in Mundingburra 
was made entirely by that Party alone with­
out reference to him or his Party. In 60 
odd other electorates, the Communist Party 
~was supporting Ofiicial Labour candidates, 
including :::\Iesrs. Hanlon and Walsh, and 
he could feel neither flattered nor compli­
mented by being grouped with them.'' 

1\-ev~r during the campaign did the Labour 
Party, either through its parliamentary 
leader, the Premier, or its organiser, the hon. 
member for Bundaberg, make any similar 
1·efutation with regard to Communist Party 
assistance to the A.L.P. 

Here will be another test as to who are 
the colla.borators with the Communist Party. 
If the the ex-member for Bundaberg, Prank 
Bm·nes, is physically able to contest the 
l"ortitude Vallev by-election you will see a 
test before the public gaze. I shall be on the 
platform of Frank Barnes and the Communist 
Party will be supporting the official Labour 
cnndidate right out in the open. The only 
difference between the A.L.P. and the North 
Queensland Labour Party in its past agree­
ments with the Communist Party is that 
everything we have done has been done openly 
and honestly. '\Ve have no apologies and no 
regrets and when \Ye found we could no 
longer, in keeping with our conscience, reach 
<111 ngrccmcnt with the Communist Pnrty we 
made a public declaration of the fact. 

But the A.L.P. auopts an entirely different 
attitude. Let us look at the attitude of the 
A.L.P. with the Communist Party. For two 
years and nine months after every State 
election we see exhibitions such as we 
witnessed the .other clay when the Premier, 
and other top-rnnking members of the Labour 
l'arty, stood up and accused cYeryonc else 
of being a Communist collaborator. I hac,. 
henrcl the Premier accuse every member of 
~1:is Chamber at one time or another of being 
n fellow-traveller with the Communist Party. 
That clcmmciation of the Communist Partv 
goes on for two years and nine months after 
an election. In the following three months­
the vitrrl three months prior to an election­
top-ranking members of the Labour Party 
kiss the posterior of every Communist within 
kissing distance. 

The 'fE~IPORARY CHAIRJUAN (Mr. 
Hi01·dan) : Order! I ask the hon. member 
to be a little decent in his remarks. 

lUr. AIKENS: The truth hurt you as 
much as it hurt-

The TE~IPORARY CHAIRliiAN: Order! 
T ask the hon. member to conduct himself 
1lcc.ently. If he does not obey my call to 
order I will name him. 

lUr. AIKENS: I thought I was using 
t'xcellent English. I could have used the 
1·ernacular or the slang term but I refrained 
from doing so. Let me give you this 
2xrrmple. I should like to point out that 
when I came here the late Speaker told me 

that when the debate on the Address in 
Reply and the Financ.ial Statement \Yas on 
there was almost unrestricted scope for 
debate, so long as a member kept within the 
Standing Orders and the rules of good con­
uuct and good order. 

The 'l'ElUPORARY CHAIRJ.UAN: That 
right has not been restricted. 

JUr. AII(ENS: Thank you very much. 

'l'he TEMPORARY CHAIRlUAN: As long 
the hon. member is reasonably decent. 

:Jir. AI.IIENS: Thank yon. But I would 
point out that decency is always a question 
of degree. 

It is the pmctic.e of the members of an 
A.L.P. industrial group, when they belong 
to an organisation and cannot get their 
0\Yn way in that organisation, to run to the 
Press and denounce all those who oppose 
them as Commos. Sometimes that helps 
them and sometimes it does not. I want to 
say here and now that I do not care a con­
tinental reel cent what anyone calls me. I 
have been called evervthincr in my long and 
useful life and these 'epith~ts and abuse run 
off me like \Yater off n dnck's back. In 
1939, when the Q.C.E. refused me endorse­
ment in TOIYnsville, they said I was .a Com­
munist collaborator and at the same bme the 
Communists were denouncing me ns a 
Fascist; so at that time I 1vns a Fascist­
Communist. I haYe been branded as many 
other things in the interim and, I repeat, I 
do not care a continental reel cent what they 
call me. But there are other people in our 
party and I have the interests and integrity 
of inv branch to look after. When the 
Australian Clerks' Fede1'!ltion ha cl their con­
vention recently in Nowra, and the A.L.P. 
industrial group could not get control they 
made a statement to the press that the 
Communists had taken control of the Clerks' 
Convention and Murgatroyd, secretary of the 
Federated Clerks' Union in Townsville and 
secretary of the North Queensland Labour 
Party, voted with the Communists. Members 
like the hon. member for Bundaberg and the 
Premier get away with the tagging of the 
Communist label on people, but on this 
occasion the northern papers made a grieyous 
''blue.'' The '' Townsville Bulletin'' and the 
"Cairns Post" published this stupid state­
ment. I would have treated it with contempt 
as I always do, but :Murgatroyd slapped the 
('clitor of the ''Bulletin'' and the editor of 
the ''Cairns Post'' with a writ for libel that 
made them gasp. Anyone who carf's to go to 
the library will read on the leading article 
page of the '' Townsville Bulletin'' of 3 
August this year a long and humble apology 
to MurcratToyd published by the editor of that 
paper. "'lVIurgatroyd macle him apologise twice. 
Having frightened him, he went on and 
frightened the editor of the ''Cairns Post'' 
and made him apologise twice in big head­
lines on the leading page of the paper. So 
all this talk of the North Queensland Labour 
Prrrty 's being associated with the Commu:1ist 
Party is pure bunk-eYeryone kno:Ys It­
and IYhen the Labour Party spews 1t forth 
it does so in order to create a. screen or 
veneer for its own actions. 
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The Premier ·was up north the other day; 
he was up north to open the Townsville 
Show again this year. For the second year 
in succession the show society, for some 
renson known to themselves and their gods, 
invited him up, but even the heavens 
rebelled. It rained cats and dogs and the 
show was washed out. I will deal later, 
howevn, with the Premier and northern 
development. 

I propose now to devote a few minutes to 
a statement made by the hon. member for 
Bunclaberg the othei day in 1vhich he sug­
gested that some of the funds of the North 
Queensland Labour Pnrty came from the 
Liberal Party or the traditional enemies of 
Labour. vVe had in Townsville dmiug the 
election campaign no less a person than the 
Minister for Transport. He was boostPd in 
the Press and over the air as Labour's fore­
most orator, and as the result of that Press 
boosting a number of people went along to 
hear him. I was flood-bound in the vV est 
on the night he spoke in Townsville. I got 
to Townsville on the first train that got 
through from Hughenden a couple of days 
later, and one of my good friends and sup­
porters met me on the platform. He said, 
''I went along to hear Duggan the other 
night.'' I said, ''Well, what do you think 
of him as an orator~" He replied, "Nugget 
Jesson has got it on him." (Opposition 
laughter.) That might be the limit of fanati­
cism so far as personal support of the gentle­
man is concerned. Of course the Minister of 
Transport had to get something off his chest 
and this is what he said-here I quote from 
facts-

'' Townsville Bulletin-April 6th, 1950. 
'' Duggan opens for Labor in 

Townsville. 
"He (Mr. Duggan) queried the source 

of the North Queensland Labom Party's 
funds, and suggested that the bulk of them 
may come from Labour's traditional 
enemies.'' 

I got back to Townsville, I think, the next 
day, and I went to the Townsville ''Daily 
Bulletin'' and this item appeared on 
8 April-

" Challenge to Official Labor." 
''Accredited nominees of the A.L.P. may 

examine revenue records of the North 
Queensland Labor Party with the right to 
publish any .information, provided that 
reciprocal rights are accorded the N.Q.L.P. 
to inspect the records of Official Labor. 

''This offer, made on Friday afternoon 
by the Leader of the North Queensland 
Labor Party, Mr. T. Aikens, M.L.A., is a 
sequel to a statement made by the Minister 
for Transport, J\'Ir. J. E. Duggan, at a 
public meeting in Townsville on \IV ednes­
cby evening. Mr. Duggan, at the meeting, 
queried the source of the N.Q.L.P 's. funds, 
suggesting that the bulk of them came 
from Labor 's traditional enemies. 

' ' 'The North Queensland Lab or Party,' 
said Mr. Aikens, 'will make all recOTds of 
its receipts, accounts and donations avail­
able for full inspection by any persons 
1950-2F. 

nominated by Mr. Duggan or the A.L.P., 
with full right to publish any information 
contained therein.' 
"The offer, said Mr. Aikens, was being 
made provided that the A.L.P. likewise 
made records of its receipts, accounts and 
donationR available to any pm·sons nomina­
ted by him (Mr. Aikens), IYith the same 
right to publish any information which the 
search may reveal. 

'' N.Q.L.P. funds, said Mr. Aikens, were 
supplied by membership of the Party, and 
imlividual donations from genuine North­
erners. 'If JI.Ir. Duggan be sincere in his 
doubts on the point, and has real influence 
or authority with those in control of the 
A.L.P., he can settle the question once and 
for all by IJrevailing on them to accept this 
challenge,' concluded Mr. Aikens.'' 

That appeared also in the south~n~ papers. 
What did we get from the Mm1ster for 
Transport and leaders of the A.L.P .1 
Abyssmal silence t In the ''Truth to Tell:' 
column of the Brisbane ''Truth'' of 2 Apnl, 
1950-and I have no doubt that this item is 
quite true; I have nr doubt it got ii;to 
''Truth'' in exactly thb same way as qmte 
a lot of other information about Labour 
members gets into the "Truth to Tell" 
column of the Brisbane ''Truth' '-we found 
this-

" Mates at Lands Office Hotel handed 
A.L.P 's. Ted \IV alsh three figure presenta­
tion Friday, on eve of his departure for 
election campaign in Bundaberg.'' 

lUr. Walsh: Good luck to them! 
lllr. AIKENS: Good luck to them!. It 

was their money and they had ev~ry _nght 
to do just what they thought fit w1th 1t. I 
know the people who made this donation to 
the hon. member for Bundaberg. Many of 
them used to live in Townsville and in previ­
ous t>lection campaigns many of the people 
who subscribed to this three-figme donation 
to the hon. member for Bundaberg> when 
they were in Townsville also subscnbed ~o 
our party's elections fund. Consequently, 1f 
we got money from the traditional enemies 
of Labour, so also, on his own admission, has 
the hon. member for Bundaberg. 

I\Ir. Walsh: It did not come from the 
Cloncurry bank. 

)Jr. ADIENS: God knows where it came 
fTom. You would know more about the 
Cloncurry bank than I would. 

ftir. Walsh: So would Mr. Chaplain. 
1Ur. Evans: It is nothing to what Fairy­

meall subscribes. 

JUr. AIKE~S: I am not concerned about 
that. I repeat on the floor of this Chamber 
the challenge I made to the Minister for 
Transport. I have made tl;is challenge, I 
do not kltmv how many hmes, from the 
public platform. I challenge the Labour 
Party to let me examin~, or let any repre­
sentative of mine exanune, the books and 
documents of the Q.C.E., IYith the right to 
publish any information I find therein, _and 
I will giw the Labour Party the same nght 
with regard· to the books and documents of 



828 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply.,, 

the North Queensland Labour Party. I 
know that the Labour Party will not accept 
this challenge because once the workers and 
useful people discover the irrefutable evidence 
as to whence the A.L.P. gets its funds, that 
will be the end of the Labour Party in 
Queensland as a working-class party. 

ilir. Sparkes: You do not mean to say 
that you are optimistic enough for it to be 
accepted. 

lUr. AIKENS: At least the challenge 
stands and it should silence the Labour 
Party. It should be the last to accuse any­
body of getting money from the traditional 
enemies of Labour. I might say concerning 
the Xorth Queensland Labour Party that 
we have had certain people offer to subscribe 
to our campaign fund, but thpy were told 
courteously but firmly that om funds were 
not open to donation from such people. On 
the other hand I doubt whether the Austra­
lian Labour Party could quote an instance 
in which it has knocked back a donation. 
Where does it get the £35,000 it gets every 
State election for its electioneering campaign? 
I repeat the challenge. 

I now propose to get onto that part of 
the debate nearest and dearest to my heart 
-the development of North Queensland. We 
have heard much talk of the development of 
North Queensland; we have had some fine 
suggestions put forward by hon. members 
opposite. As a result of the last election 
we have got down from North Queensland 
at any rate some men who seem to be good 
northerners and who give every indication 
of being good northern fighters. I hope they 
will continue to be so. When I came here in 
1944 and first raised the standard of North 
Queensland in this Chamber I was called a 
ratbag, a blatherskite, and goodness knows 
what else. The Premier the other day branded 
northern people as bums, crawlers and belly­
achers. I can remember the Premier's 
remarks in 1947 when the hon. member for 
Mirani came into this assembly and joined 
with me in the fight for a fair deal for the 
North. I can remember the Premier quivering 
with indignation when the hon. member for 
Mirani raised the question of the North and 
branding that hon. member as a country 
l1umpkin. The people of the North are called 
bums, crawlers, village idiots and anything to 
which the Premier can give tongue. 

There have been various schemes for the 
development of North Queensland. Various 
proposals have been put forward. chiefly by 
hon. members opposite, but now and again­
a rare occurrence-we get some such pro­
posal by members on the Government side, 
to provide employment rmcl industr:v for the 
people in J'\ orth Queensland. I have given 
this matter serious consideration, and I 
believe that the drift from the country to 
the city and the drift from the North to 
the South goes much deeper than the mere 
establishment of industries and the mere 
provision of employment. Mr. Riordan, every 
mother and father love their children, 
whether they are New Australians or old 
Australians; irrespective of nationality, irre­
spective of place in life and irrespective of 
stratum in society, they all try to do the 

best they can for their children. There may 
be one or two extraneous examples who are 
not worth bothering about. Consequently I 
think, until we grapple with the problem of 
northern chilclren and give them an equal 
chance in life with southern children, we 
shall not hold our population in the North. 

Let me tell the Committee what is causing 
the drift of population from the North. In 
the country areas of North Queensland-and 
nobody knows this better than you yourself, 
Mr. Riordan, because no electorate impinges 
more on this problem in the North than your 
electorate-many hundreds of children attend 
primary schools and pass the scholarship every 
year. Several of them do, at any rate. When 
~,nrl1 >l pU[lil passes the scholarship in a 
northern country school his education ends 
there unless his parents can afford to put their 
hands in their pockets and provide the money 
to send tlieir child to one of the secondary 
schools in one of the big northern towns. 
In the electorate of the hon. member for 
Flindcrs, which stretches from the boundary 
of the Mundingburra electorate near Mingela 
right out to Gilliat, there is not one 
secondm·y sehool. There is not a secondary 
school between Charters Towers and Mt. Isa, 
a distance of roughly 500 miles as the crow 
flies. 

Dr. Noble: Are there any secondary 
school tops to 1nimary schoois ~ 

~Ir. AIKENS: No, Charters Towers is 
the last one in that line. 

'What is germane to the Flinders electorate 
is also germane to the other northern elec­
torates, alld any child who passes the scholar­
ship ill that area ha' to finish his education 
at the scholarship standard unless his parent 
puts his lwnu in his pocket and sends him 
to OJH' of the seconclarv schools in Charters 
Towers or Townsvillc or in the South. Even 
if one of these country boys is able to go 
to one of the secondary schools in Charters 
Towers or Tom~S\'ille; with the financial 
assistance of his parents, and subsequently 
passes the senior. the same difficulty arises. 
I am sppaking now not onl v of the country 
northern liO)' or f!;irl >Yho rinsses the senior, 
but of nny northern boy or girl who passes 
the senior. Unless the parent can again 
afford to put his hand in hi; pocket and send 
the child down here to the University, his 
education finishes at the senior. I know we 
ktve been agitating for a northern univer­
' ity and that land has been acquired for one 
in the l\Iundingburra electorate in Towns, 
vi!le, but even then there will still be the 
problem of the country boy or girl who has 
to go to Townsville to attend it. However, 
>ve c1o not look as though we shall get a 
northern university in my little grandchild's 
time, so we have to deal with the uroblem 
as it confronts us today. 

After a long study of the problem con­
nected with the real cause of the drift from 
the country to the eities, I belie\;c that until 
we get a northern tmiversity this is the only 
solution: adequate allowances for northern 
country children atten~ing secondary schools 
in northern towns, wrth free transport to 
their homes at holiday periods; adequate 
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allowances for all northern st~1dents attend­
ing the University or Teachers' Training 
College at Brisbane, also with free trans­
port to their homes at holiday periods. The 
adoption of the first suggestion would put 
the boy who lives in Nonda or Gilliat or 
Riclnno"nd, or any of the towns in your elec­
torate, Mr. Riordan, and who passes the 
scholarship, on the same footing as the boy 
who liYcs in Charters Towers, Townsville or 
::\It. Jsa am1 who passes the scholarship, 
because it would enable him to attend a secon­
dary school. His parent would be recompensed 
for the cost of his board and lodging and 
f~r his transport home at holid~y periods. 
l:,nclcr such a system, the boy from Rich­
mond, Hughenden or Gilliat or other country 
school woulL1 haYe an equal chance of obtain­
ing secondary education with the boy from 
Charters Towers or the boy from Townsville. 
The same thing >vould apply, of course, to the 
girls from the various country areas; they 
would have an equal chance of obtaining 
secondary education with girls in Charters 
Towers and Townsville. 

Under the second sugge~tion, "·hen any 
children attending the northern secondary 
schools passed the senior, whether they came 
from country districts or from towns in 
which a secondary . school existed, their 
parents would be paid adequate allowances 
to meet the cost of their board and lodging 
in Brisbane ·while they were attending t)le 
University, the Teachers' Training College 
or any other medium of advanced education. 

The northern boy and girl is placed at a 
grave disadvantage in the matter of secondary 
education and particularly in the matter of 
university education, compared with the boy 
and girl in Brisbane. I am pleased to see 
that at least in two respects the Government 
are realising tlie hardship that northern 
scholars suffer in attending schools in 
Brisbane. I asked a question the other day 
-concerning teacher fellowships and about 
persons holding fellowships in dentistry to 
the Queensland University. To, my astonish­
ment I was told that for years, that is, ever 
since the scholarships have been granted the 
boy who came from the far North to 
Brisbane and held a fellowship in dentistry 
got only the same allowance from the Govern­
ment as the Brisbane boy who lives in his 
home and is provided with board and lodging 
by his parents. Consequently, I suppose the 
Brisbane boy is £2 10s. to £3 a week better 
off than the boy who has to come to Brisbane 
to go to the University to take out his fellow­
ship in dentistry, because the latter's parents 
have to pay for his board and lodging here. 
I am pleased to see that after all these years 
the Government are realising that they must 
make adequate allowance for such country 
scholars to the University in Brisbane. 

If I remember rightly, too, I think the 
Secretary for Public Instruction is going to 
review the allowances made to northern boys 
and girls and country boys and girls attend­
ing the Teachers' Training College. I put 
that to the Chamber in all seriousness as a 
genuine northerner knowing the needs of the 
northern people and knowing the oppor­
tunities that should be given to the North. 

If you were a northern parent and you had 
a brilliant boy or girl and you happened to 
be a worker in industry and that child passed 
the senior examination and you wanted to 
giYe the boy or girl an opportunity of taking 
al1V!lntage of his educational attainments, 
what would you do~ You would do what 
hundreds of other northern families have 
done in the last few years and dozens are 
doing every year, that is, you would sell up 
your home in the North, come to Brisbane 
and get a job here in order that your 
brilliant son or daughter may have the best 
educational opportunities. Such parents are 
forced to do that. If the Government pro­
vide an adequate living allowance for country 
students at the University in Brisbane we 
may Htop this drift, but by not doing so we 
not onlv lose a student when he qualifies but 
we also lose his father and mother and his 
brothers and· sisters who come to Brisbane 
when the home is moved. I know that that is 
one cause for the drift from the North. A 
person whose son is holding a fellowship in 
dentistry told me that his wife wanted him 
to come to Brisbane on transfer. He is a 
railway tradesman, and they are very short 
in the North. I know that they are short 
everywhere but they are shorter in the North 
than anywhere else. The wife wants him to 
come to Brisbane so that he can give board 
and lodging to the son while he is taking 
advantage of his fellowship in dentistry at 
the Queensland University, but unless the 
Government make an adequate allowance for 
that to be done, I feel we shall lose this man 
just as we are losing scores of others from 
the North every day. That is the crux of the 
reason why people are leaving the North­
because the northern children and particularly 
those in country areas in the North have 
not the same educational facilities for 
advancement and promotion as the favoured 
boy or girl in Brisbane. 

I suppose the next serious thing troubling 
the northern people, and particularly cou~try 
people of the North, is the lack of medical 
facilities. Take places way up where I went 
just prior to last Christmas, to Georgeto~ 
and beyond those back-country areas 111 

North Queen'sland where there. is not a d~ctor 
sometimes for 200 to 300 miles. At times 
they have to take long, arduous journeys by 
roar1 or rail in order to get to the nearest 
doctor or the nearest hospital. 

When the'y cret to the nearest hospital or 
doctor they find there a general practitioner. 
I am not suggesting that these country doctOJ;s 
are inefficient but I do suggest that there IS 
a limit to the knowledge of a general prac­
titioner. When they get to the nearest 
hospital, the general practitioner in .ch~r~e 
may decide that they need a spec1~hst s 
attention and off they have to go agam on 
mlother long we!lrisome journey to the neare~t 
specialist, whether in a northern town or 111 

Brisbane. All the risks must be taken by the 
Northerner and all the expense must come 
out of the Northerner's pockets. How many do 
you, Mr. Riordan, of your own knowledge, 
know in the ha~k eountrv who have had that 
experience~ We talk of ·the pioneers; let us 
consider their trials and tribulations. How 
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many people do you, l\Ir. Rionlnn, know of 
your own lmo-vvledge living out in the ]Jack­
blocks who get sick nud because a visit to the 
nearest doctor would entail a long and arduous 
journey dose themselves up with pain-killer 
and other remedies in the hope that their 
pain or sickness will pass in a clay or two, 
'u:d finally, when they get really bad and are 
t~ken into the neareiit hospital, are tolll tliat 
they have delayed their journey too long, 
ancl should have been in a week or fortnight 
before? Therefore, not only do we lose 
another Northerner, but other people not 
game enough to go into the blackblocks. 
:People get scared by this person's death. 
'l'ime and again we read of an untimely death 
and subsequently the family say, "\Ve are 
not going to submit to the risks our father, 
sun, or brother submitted to, we are going to 
the nearest big town or to Brisbane where 
"'e sl1a ll have medical attention right at our 
front doorstep:'' · 

Here is another tangible suggestion I put 
forward to the Goym·nment-free transport 
to northern country people to the nearest 
town "V">here there is a hospital or doctor. At 
present they have to pay their own transport 
1u the nearest town. To give them free trans­
rort to the nearest hospital would place them 
on a par with people in the more settled 
districts. If you giYe a sick person free 
transport from Georgetown to Mareeba 
Hospital, or from Reicl River to the Towns­
ville . Hosp_ital, you simply place them on 
uquahty -vnth people who live in Mareeba or 
T'm1 nsville where they can go to their hospital 
m a matter of a few minutes. 

Dr. Noble: Have you not a free rail­
Ewtor ambulance in the Far North P 

~Ir. AIKENS: They have a free rail­
motqr ambulance but today the distance to 
the nearest hospital or doctor is often so 
great that the call for the ambulance is 
often delayed until it is too late. 
The hon. member knows that in such 
a. ~ase a . persor~ would delay seeking 
medrcal advrce until he was sick enough to 
he transported by ambulance. I am sure that 
not one-hundredth of the hon. member's 
patient's come to him bv ambulance. It is 
the person who falls sirh: and is forced to 
travel by train or road that I am thinking 
of. Once they got to J\tareeba, Cairns or 
Townsnlle thev can get medical attention 
and rven specialist's attention at Townsville: 
If specialist's attention is not available 
at TmYnsville these people, unless they 
are in indigent circumstances, ha...-e to 
pny their omr fare to Brisbane and 
their 01n1 fare back. That is why 
tile conntr;;· people are leaving the countr~·­
Lec:tnse they do not enjoy the medical 
f:;cilities people in big tomrs enjoy. That is 
why I propose in addition free transport to 
all 1\ ortherners needing specialist's atten­
tion to centres where it is to be obtained, 
"V\·he~her tlwt is in Townsville or Brisbane. 

I propose again that there should be a 
l1elicopter service to transport the sick in the 
Far North to the nearest base hospital. 'Ne 
have an airport at Garbntt. a verv fine aero­
drome at Cairns, and another one 'at Charters 

Towers. Some arrangements could be made 
with the R.A.A.P., to have helicopters 
stn tioued at OarlJutt an cl Cairns so that they 
could fly out iD all 1veathers and land any­
-vdwre at nil, pick up a sick person "Vl·ho 
needed attention and transport bim to the 
nearest base hospital. 

When they brought that person into the 
nearest base hospital, if the doctor thought 
he should have specialist attention in Bris­
bane or elsewhere, he should be supplied with 
free plane or rail transport to get him to the 
specialist. It is only by giving the northern 
people the same medical facilities as are 
enjoyed by the people in the big to-vnrs and 
Brisbane that you will get the people who 
live in the North to remain in the X orth. 
No matter how manv industries vou estab­
lish, and no matter ·how much e;nployment 
you provide, life is s-vYeet and if they think 
they are endangering their live~ by living up 
in the country, -vvith primitive medical con­
ditions, they will drift to the city as fast as 
they can. 

I also advocate travelling medical clinics 
to radiate from every base hospital by rail 
and road, and if necessary by air, so that the 
country people who feel off colour and think 
they are suffering from some serious disease 
in its incipient stages, instead of tmvelling 
200 or 300 miles which mav take a 
week, c:m r all at the travellii1g medica! 
clinie -vvhcn it mnkcs its regular visit. 
it should he possible to have travelling 
medical clinic•s n:telbting from every 
base hospital and visiting every country 
area at least once a week, and in many places 
they could visit them twice or three times; 
and the people who felt they were snffer_ing 
from the early stages of serious complamts 
could -v-isit the clinics and the doctor would 
either tell them thnt the illness was minor 
and that they did not nee(1 hospitalisation 
or diagnose it as something serious that 
could c1c .·clop in+o a major illness, and in 
that event pack them off to hospital without 
delay. It is only b;" giving the people 
personnl secnritY that we shall ensure keep­
ing them in the X orth. 

In the few minutes I have left, I want to 
deal with the statements made about the 
establishment of secondary industries in 
Northern Queensland. We have heard a. 
great deal from time to time, and I again 
remind the Premier and the Government and 
the people of Queensland that those who talk 
of secondarv industries are now becoming 
firmly convinced that the proposals I put 
before the House many years ago were sound 
in essence an cl in fact. We find on page 5 
of the report of the Secondary Industries 
Division for this year these pregnant words 
from Mr. Ross-

' 'However, industrialists contend, rightly 
or wrongly, that to establish their works 
in country centres, with extra costs of 
freights, power anc1 other charges, difficul­
ties of transport, and a limited local 
market places them at a great disadvantage 
compared with their competitors already 
established in the large populous cities, 
where the main markets are. It may 
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l.1ecome a question of granting decentralised 
industries some form of subsidy or com­
pPnsation to place them on an equal footing 
with their city competitors.'' 

That will have to be clone before we can 
really establish secondary industries in 
Nmth Queensland. They will have to be 
subsidised and assisted, as has been sug­
gested by no less a person than the Director 
of Secondary Industries, in order that they 
may meet competition of the well-established 
sonthern businesses. 

:Much has been said of the need to estab­
lish a fruit-canning industry in North 
Queensland. Last year I dealt with the for­
mation of the North Queensland Development 
League. Thnt league >Yns established at a 
public meeting at Townsville and immediately 
came in for a tremendous blast of adverse 
criticism, not only from the Government but 
from members of the Liberal-Country Party, 
who could not get political control of it. At 
the inaugural meeting of the lmgue we had 
Mr. Summers, from the ''Courier-Mail,'' who 
made a very intelligent and cogent speech, 
and immediately he did, the supporters of 
the Government >vere running round NOTth 
Queensland suggesting that the '' Conrier­
Mail'' was only supporting the N OTth 
Queensland Development League because it 
wanted to increase the sales of the ''Courier­
MaiL'' I do not know >Yhether the ''Courier­
Mail'' wants to increase sales in the northern 

_ towns or not, but I do know they have clone 
something the Government ancl the Opposi­
tion have not clone. They have been con­
sistent in their advocacy o!' northern develop­
ment, and whatever their reason for it might 
be, at le:ctst we should thank them for as 
much as they have done. 

The North Queensland Development 
Lcngue will go on fighting its battle against 
all comers and all critics. This is a little 
pamphlet issued in connection with the 
establishment of a quick deep-freeze industry 
in Townsville to treat northern fruit ancl, 
later, noTtheTn sea-foods. These words should 
sin!' into the pachydermatous hides of mem­
beTs of the Labour, Liberal and Country 
Pm·ties that did so much to smash the North 
Qneensland Development League-

" During WoTlcl \VaT II. the American 
nrmed fOTces faithfullY built a cold store 
ancl freezing works at Aikenvale, Towns­
yiJle, and, which since, has become avail­
able for purchase. 

''Your Mr. \V. Appleton, whilst Secre­
tar:J of the North Queensland Develop­
ncent League, saw the possibilities ancl 
CcJP1l1R1llicater1 with Charles S. Hoffman, 
proces.wr and exporter of frozen fruits, 
"·hu, iu J\farch this year, came to Towns­
l'i ll?, inspected the plant, arranged for his 
ptrchase, and helped organise your 
(. r .nvers' :~ssociation Ltd. 

• 'The processing· and marketing organi­
s·Jtion, of which your Gro>Yers' Associa­
tion Ltd. is the principal fully protected, 
and preferentially sec·nred ~hnreholc1 rs, is 
registered as Tlw X orth Qneenf land Foo1l 
l'roducts Pty. Ltcl.'' 

That is well under way. A large American 
cool stores at Aikenvale have been bought. 
The growers haw been organised into a 
semi-co-operative company; directors have 
been appointed; public meetings ha Ye been 
helcl. Various grm;-ers interested in the 
enterprise haYe attended and given their full 
support. In the 'rmYnsvillc ''Daily Bulle­
tin'' of 22 :'\I ay, 1950, I find this ver} 
interesting item-

'' For the first time Mr. Hoffman 
mentioned the sea foods project. Later,. 
he said, the lobster, crayfish, prawn ani!' 
<,ra lJ, >Yith other possible varieties, wonlrt 
he processed in the plant. This food lent 
itself most a11mirably to 'deep-freeze' 
methods, and the Gulf waters would be 
brought into the scheme. In all, the pro­
ject could only be called 'immense' from 
the northern point of Yiew.'' 

I commeJHl this cutting for perusal and 
obsen·ation lw all hon. members :ctncl any 
interPsted me1i1ber of the public. 

I ha ;-e here a prospectus of the N OTth 
Queenslanc1 Growers' Association Ltcl. It 
is well under way. In addition to takin'S 
over cool stores it has recently bought a. 
property nenr Aikem·ale for experimentai 
farms in order to help the growers in th< 
production of the various tropical fruit"" 
This states-

'' Tin containers will be procured 
locally, labour will be called for locally 7 

supplies will be required locally, and when 
fully operated, it is anticipated that-

Over £25,000 per annum >vill be spent 
locally on wages; 

OYer £20,000 per annum will be spent 
locally on general requirements. 

Qyer £250,000 per annum will be ~pent 
locally on fruit an cl Ycgetables.'' 

The Association intends to can up to 
2,000,000 lb. of strawberries annually; up 
to 250,000 cases annually of smooth-leaf 
pineapple,,, also large quantities of stringless 
mangoes, papaws, cantalloupes, rock melons, 
and passion fruit, etc. Other things nocclecT 
in plentirul supply are citrus fruits, rough­
leaf pineapples, Bowen tomatoes and 
mangoes (all Yarieties) for concentrated 
frozen fruit juices, fruit pulp and purees. 
'rhese people arc weJl under >Yay-nncl not 
a peDn:· of assistanc'" from the GoYcrn­
ment. They did not ask for any assistance 
from the Government, but asked for some­
thing I think they are entitled to get, pro­
tection from th<- C.O.D., a State supported: 
southern-controlled organisation that will 
crush thPm, just as it crushed other similar 
northern industries, ns soon ns it get a chance. 
And here I re1r1 from a letter that the North 
Quecl's!Rnd Gro>vers' Organisation :;ent to 
the Secretary for Agriculture and Stock on 
26 May of this year-

'' The K orthcrn Grmvers hn,·e <leciclcll 
to a<lopt the 'deep freeze' method of pro-­
cessing theil· produce, and arc in the pro-­
cess of floating a company for that pur­
pose. Ho>Yever, a point which seems to 
be oYershadowing the project is the power­
of directiou of the C.O.D.'' 
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''A processing company was formed in 
Townsville many years ago, to treat our 
tropical fruits. Interference, and what is 
termed 'misuse' of directive powers caused 
this firm to close. This point has long 
been a very sore point with the growers, 
and now that we are going to process, 
some means will have to be found to pre­
vent the C.O.D. from directing all, or the 
greater portion of the crops, to Brisbane.'' 

That is the point troubling them and in 
fairness to the Secretary for Agriculture and 
Stock and the Premier I must say that assu­
rances have been given that the firm, so far 
as possible, will be protected from this 
southern octopus. There is a fear that the 
Government might not be able to control the 
Committee of Direction. The Government 
are not in control of the Committee of Direc­
tion and cannot direct the operations of that 
e?mmittec, but which has tremendous legisla­
tive powers. The Committee of Direction 
could smash this n.orthern industry; just at it 
smashed the other little one. If the people 
interested in northern development do not 
get behind this northern industry and see 
that it gets the protection that it should 
have--

A Government lUeml.Jer: You be careful 
of Mr. Hoffman. 

Jlfr. AIKENS: Although very interested 
not being a grower I have never attended 
any of the meetings. Meetings were called 
and the growers attended and all the stuff has 
been published in the Townsville ''Daily 
Bulletin.'' Another finalising meeting was 
held the other day and the northern growers 
have adopted the scheme and, as a matter of 
fact, have selected their own directors. I will 
mention the provisional directors. I under­
stand that these provisional directors were 
elected the other day as the permanent direc­
torate of the concern-

" Frederick Camp bell, farmer Horseshoe 
Bav, Magnetic Island. ' 

"William Charles New, manager and 
farmer, Herveys Range Road, Munding­
bnrra. 

'' Michael Pace, farmer, Rollingstone. 
"Frank Ivey Spiegelhauer, farmer, 

Mutarnee. 
'' N 01·man Stewart Symes, farmer, 

7 Cannon Street, South Townsville. 
"William Henry Stralow, farmer, 

Broughton, Charters Towers. 
'' Herbert J ames Faloon, farmer Charles 

Street, Aitkenvale. ' 
'' George Donnington \Vestern, farmer, 

Stuart. 
"Lovie Granich, farmer, Horseshoe Bay, 

Magnetic Island. ' ' 
(Time expired.) 

Iti~. GA YEN (~outhport) (5.28 p.m.): In 
makmg my contnbution this afternoon to the 
deb::te on_ the Financial Statement it is not 
my mtentwn to spend very much time on the 
~udget except to say ~ha!, it is Tather pecu­
liar, to my way of thmkmg, that whilst the 
Government restrict the budgeting of local 
governing bodies and many other business 

activities and will not allow them to budget 
for a deficit, the Government themselves are 
allowed to do so. Under the Local Govern­
ment Act, an Act of Parliament passed by 
the present Government, a local authority 
must anticipate and budget for every item of 
expenditure in the year's work ahead and on 
no account whatever is it allowed to over­
spend. It cannot budget for a deficit and it 
is therefore peculiar that the Government 
who issue this instruction can themselves 
budget for a deficit. 

I can assure the Committee that the 
Treasurer has my sympathy in bringing down 
his Budget under the circumstances existing 
in this State. In my humble way I have had 
something to do with budgets from time to 
time; I do not envy him his job under 
present circumstances as I see them. 

I rose particularly to take the opportunity 
of making an appeal on behalf of the area 
I represent and on behalf of Redcliffe for 
the repeal of the Building Operations and 
Timber and Building Materials Control Act. 
I hope that at the end of my speech perhaps 
the Minister in charge of this Act and the 
members of his Government will see fit to do 
something about the iniquitous state of 
affairs that has been created. In my maiden 
speech I allotted only about seven minutes of 
my time to this Act, but it brought to life 
the senior Ministers in a very frenzied 
defence of building controls. I made it very 
clear at the outset that I was not in favour 
of the abolition of all building controls, but 
that I was in favour of having the area that 
I represent and the area of Redcliffe placed 
in the same category and on the same footing 
as the remainder of this great State. 

Let us examine calmly and coolly th~ 
operations of the Act from the very clay of 
its inception. There is no need to make a lot 
of noise in this Chamber. After all, I hope 
we are all sound, sensible men and that the 
majoTity of hon. mem?ers, irrespecti':'e . of 
what side of the Comm1ttee they are s1ttmg 
on, will try to be fair when a fair case is 
put up. 

Tho Act has failed in its intended purpose. 
It was introduced in an effort to provide 
homes for the people, and it received the 
\\ holehearted support not only of the members 
o~ this Chamber but of perhaps 98 per cent. 
of the people of this State. However, after 
it had been operating for 12 months the 
people began to realise that it was not pro­
viding the thousands of homes that the Gov­
ernment said it would and, in a frenzied search 
for a means of escape, the then Secretary for 
Labour and Industry, who is the present 
Treasurer, suddenly realised that not only 
could he pass the buck for the Govehunent 's 
inability to provide more homes, but he could 
Dlso make this Act of Parliament perhaps 
one of the greatest pieces of political propa­
ganda in the history of this State. 

JUr. Gair: Because the members of the 
local authority failed to do their duty. and 
you \Yere one of them. 

Mr. GA VEN: When the Treasurer and 
the Secretary for Labour and Industry were 
dropping bombs round me in their replies, I 
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listenec1 attenti,·ely and with great interest 
to everything they had to say, appreciating 
the fact that every man has the right to be 
heard. If I am not to be heard as I heard 
them, I suggest that they must have a very 

, weak case. 

In 1948 the Act was amended after a vicious 
fulll unwarranted attack on innocent people, 
and I intend to prove that statement if I 
ean do so in the time at my disposal. It is 
a significant fact that every Supreme Comt 
action taken against persons for breaches of 
the Act has failed, and although greatly 
increased penalties were provided in the 
amending Act, to my kno,dedge not one person 
has been indicted in the Supreme Court since 
it came into being·. If all these alleged 
breaches occurred, why did not the Govern­
ment take some action to impose some of the 
pennlties that the .\.et was amended to pro­
vide, instead of spending thousands of pouncls 
of public moneys in having inspectors for the 
Rnppression of what was regarded in other 
parts of the State as a civil right of the 
people~ It was a civil right in 99 per cent. 
of the State, but in the other 1 per cent- the 
set-up was altogether different. 

It cannot be denied that the Aet has failec1. 
Despite the fact that the other States depend 
on the importation of large auantities of 
timber, plywood, joinery and other buil(]ing 
materials, Queensland is the only State where 
controls on the building of dwelling houses 
still exist. One has onlv to visit the wharves 
in various parts of the State to see the amount 
cf Queensland building material that is being 
exported. 

A part from restricting commercial build­
ing, the Act has not been responsible for the 
erection of one more home in this State 
than would have been built had it never 
Existed. In actual fact, many more houses 
v•ould have been built but for the operations 
of this Act. Evidence of that can be seen 
on the South Coast merely by looking across 
the border fence into New South Wales. The 
extent of our loss of houses can be gauged by 
the activities of onlv one South Coast 
plnmber, who I understand has used £7,000 
worth of plumbing material from Queensland 
sources on New South Wales building pro­
jects dnring the last J 2 months, and the 
plmnhing costs on an average dwelling are 
less than 20 per cent. of the whole cost. At 
]('"St e'r-ht other plumbing tradesmen on 
the South Coast are working in New South 
\v n les for 90 per cent. of their time, using 
materials from Queensland sources. 

This building boom in New South Walc:>s 
began on the very day that Zone B was 
created in Queensland and I give you my 
assurance in all sincerity that the boom n·ill 
continue so long as Zone B exists. Many 
Queensland people have already bought land 
across the l1order for the purpose of speculn­
tiw building with material that the Quenns­
land Government a re so generously making 
available to them. 

}Ir. Power: You know that we cannot 
stop it from going over the bonler. 

Mr. GAVEN: Quite true, because of 
Section 92 of the Commomvealth Constitu­
tion provides for free interstate trading. 
'l''he statement that the Act is purely 
political propaganda is unassailable. Here 
are the facts: for months the advertising 
columns of the Brisbane ''Courier-Mail'' 
have contained increasing lists of homes for 
sale, and none to let. The ''Courier-Mail'' 
of 21 October advertised some 130 dwellings 
in Brisbane for sale, with vacant possession, 
and scoTes of others advertised for sale in 
the sCLme ;,sue could pTOhably also be pur­
chased on the same conditions. Big build­
ing companies are searching for buyers, not 
tenants, for hundreds of houses, and are 
offeTing liberal terms to attract buyers. 
Speculative builders who ha>'e eTected 
hundreds of homes in the city area are :find­
ing considerably more difficulty in selling 
houses and quite a few .of these _gentlen:en 
have realised that the btg boom IS wamng 
aud rather than become landlords they are 
retiring from business. 

It is quite legitimate fOI: t~te spe~ulat?r 
to operate in the city but tt t,s a cnme m 
ZonP B-a stigma and a cnme. In the 
\\'Orrls of the Treasurer-

'' Th~ housing camps are still full and 
there are many young marri~d couples 
living with in-laws, in boaTdmg houses 
and in rooms.'' 

That is true I agree and the only answer 
is that almo~t everyone who is in a position 
to build or buy a home of his own already 
has one. The evidence is there, that there 
are at least 300 homes in Brisbane that can 
be bought today and we have hundreds of 
people who want a home and have not got 
the money to buy one. 

Mr. Gair: A plain stupid statement. 

1\Ir. GA VEN: How is it a stupid state­
ment~ Take the paper advertising hundreds 
of homes for sale. The GoYernn:ent h<tve 
not done anything whatever to provtde homes 
for the people who cannot afford t.o pay at 
least £2 a week rent and comparatively few 
are available even at that price .. They use 
the Building Operations and Ttmher ancl 
Building Materials Control Act as a smo:ze­
screen to cover their failu;e to provtde 
houses instPad of the housmg ca;11ps or 
humpics for the poorer classes to \vlnch they 
appear to be permanently condenmPC1. 

I et us examine the Act and see the extent 
to ~vhich it hns heen effective. \Vhy was it 
introclucec1 in the first place7 Back in 1948 
the then Secretary for I,ahouT and Industry, 
now the Treasurer, sent to the South Coast an 
investigator, not nu inspector, to go through 
the town of South Coast to find out >vhat 
was actually going on in reg~.rcl to huilding. 
This inspector, J\fr. Copley by name, _made 
a report rrnd I snv cleaTly and, emphrrttcally 
that while he was there he drd not know 
whether he was in the South Const OT Sonth 
Africn. The report he submitted to the then 
J'.finister, no>v the Treasurer, was malicious, 
mischievous, and without any foundation in 
fact \vhatcvcr. On that report the Treasurer 
was misled but he brought in the amending 
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Bill in 1948, placing South Coast and Red­
diffe in one zone-one type of legi~lation 
for one section of the people as against those 
in the rest of the State. 

I took the advice of the Treasurer and 
:perused '' Hansard'' and I agree that when 
the Bill was introduced the whole of the 
·Opposition were in accord with it but at 
:that time they had no idea of its ramifica­
-tions, and implications or the way in which it 
would be administered. I do not blame the 
"Treasurer or the present Secretary for 
Labour and Industry for the way in which 
it was being administered. 

I pointed that out very clearly, even 
though the Secretary for Labour and Indus­
try said that I v:as making an attack on, the 
l'rcasurer and himself. I am satisfied that 
as, fair-thinking men, if they knew what was 
,~·omg _on on the South Coast, they yyould 
1nnnedwtely repeal this iniquitous Act. 

I took the advice of the Treasurer nnd I 
read and examined the debate on the pas­
sage of the Bill through this Honse. In 
fact, I perused '' Hansard'' very care£ uily. 
r. fonnd that the hOl!· gentleman built up 
Ius <·ase for the Bill on the action of 
an ex-publican who built a house on the 
South Coast with the approval of the local 
authorit:L The first case that tha ]lon. 
g·entleman mentioned when introdncinv the 
Bill vvas that of Mr. H. A. Warner, e~-pub­
llCan of ·warwick. The hon.. gent1eman 
said-

'' Case No. 1: A man named H. A. 
\Varner, an ex-publican from Warwidr, 
owned a house at Southport in Steven'l 
Street. About 1945 he so](! to :Mrs. Myle'l· 
Ford and left Southport.'' 

Is there nnything wrong with that? Mrs. 
M:yles-Ford_, who bonght his house, is still 
-ore_upymg It. That shows she is a permanent 
;resident. She has remained in it OYer since. 

The hon. gentleman went on to say-
'' After a short period he returned and 

took up residence in Walker Avenue. He 
bou_ght_ land in Scarborough Street from a 
t~x1-dnver named Berinoth and obtained 
from the Southport Council local-author­
ity permit No. 17 464, dated 15 October 
194n. to erect a residence on this land at 
';) cost of £] ,736 and with an area of 1 250 
square feet plu.s garage. . He gave 'the 
usual undertakmg regardmg residence 
The house has not yet been. completed but 
measures approximately 1,450 square feet. 
It has been sold for approximately £3 000 
to, a Mr. Fraser, Yvho recently purch~sed ' 
Frrth 's Garage, &c., in Scar borough 
Street.'' 

ih~1t is all right. Mr. ]'raser is a permanent 
:es1dent, l1e bought the house and has lived 
'" it CYCr since. So the hon. ge11tleman is 
"11 . wr?ng. The l?cal authority was right 
" rssumg the penmt, because the Act says-

'' Provided that if at am- time within 
the op~ration of !his Part of this Act, the 
person constructmg such dwelling-house 

•o;· any other person to whom he may have 
·rhsposed of the dwelling-house by sale, 
Jease, or m any other manner, shall use 

s;u·lt chrelling-honsc for any other purpose 
tkm ns a pcrnwnent residence, such per­
son sltall be guilty of an offence.'' 

Tlwt is the point l mn trying to make. He 
'i:.;aerl the declaration that he was going to 
re,>1e iu it permanently, or that the person 
to · hom he might haYe disposed of it yvould 
use it for no other purpose than :1, perma­
nent rc~idence. The declaration :Mrs. C\Iyles­
Ford, for iu,;tance, signed was to the effect 
thnt she YYas going to keep the dwelling as 
:1 pnn1nncnt residence for herself. 'l'he 
<leel::nntion is one printed by the Gm·ern­
ment Printer on Government paper and 
reads-

'' I propose to erect a building at (insert 
the exact address and/or Local Authority 
dr~CTiption of property) ............. . 

"I hereby undertake that during the 
operation of the abovementioned Act, this 
building Yvill not be extended so that its 
area exceeds 1,250 square feet, calculated 
acconling. to the proYisions of the Act and 
Regulations made in accordance with the 
Act, and that it will be used as a per_ 
manent residence and that I will not allow 
it to be used otherwise thnn as a per­
manent residenee. 

''I further undertake that, during the 
operation of the abovementioned Act, this 
building "·ill not be let or sold to any 
person who has 1_10t lodged with your Cou:r_r­
cil an undertakmg to the effect as tlns 
one.'' 

The paint I am making in respect of 
the provisions of the Aet is that if I held 
J 00 allotments I could build J 00 dwelling­
houses, provided I sold them or let them to 
legitimate permanent tenants. If a person 
y, Jw si()"ned that unclcTtaking YYas pToved not 
to be !{: permanent tenant, the :MinisteT rould 
pTosecut<:> him for making a false declara­
tion. Every peTson who signed that declar~­
tion resided permanently in the house Ill 
question. HoYY did the local authority know 
that the applicant would not sell to another 
person YYho would become a peTmanent 
resident~ 

lUr. Gair: They never attempted to 
police it or co-operate one iota with the 
Go>-cTnment. 

}fr. GA YEN: The next case refers to 
S. E. Louglwed, a painteT who has resided 
in South port for many yeaTs. He received a 
permit to build a house in Olive Avenue. 
The fact that the house in Sr:1rborough 
Street measured J ,450 square feet but 
because no action was taken is no reflection 
on the Council, because at that time the 
policy of outside measurements was_ changed 
to inside measurements and the 1 ,4u0 square 
feet was computed by outside measuTements. 

Case No. 2 is that of G. H. vVaymouth. 
He received a permit and built a house in 
High Street, ·which was sold to a permanent 
resident of many years in Southport, a Mr. 
McDonnell, who is very "!.Yell thought of as 
a salesman in the motor industry. Mr. 
Waymouth received a second permit and 
built a house which he had occupied himself 
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until recently, when it was bought by the 
Commonwealth Government as a residence 
for the portmaster. 

Now we come to the famous Cowderoy case. 
Mr. Co,nleroy received five permits to build 
five working houses in the working-class area 
of Southport, and all are occupied by work­
ing men in the area, and some were pur­
chased through the \Var Service Homes 
Division. 

Now let me quote the Preston case. Local 
Authority Approval No. 20863, dated 17 
August, 1946, was issued to Thomas Preston 
to build 1,130 square feet in Walton Street. 
On 8 November, 1948, the Bureau of Industry 
issued permit No. Q. B. 8662 to Thomas 
Preston to build 750 square feet in the ease­
ment off Walton Street. On 17 October, 
1949, the Bureau of Industry issued permit 
No. Q. B. 13055 to Thomas Preston to build 
950 square feet in the easement off vValton 
Street. 

So it will be seen that what I have been 
saving is correct. It appears that as the 
Government have done the same thing there 
is nothing wrong with the council's action. 

1'\ ow "-e come to the very good case or 
the very bad case, as far as the Government 
nre concerned-the Ballinger case. On 27 
.July, 1946, Mr. Ballinger, on behalf of the 
Hollywell Holiday Syndicate, lodged applica· 
tion and plans ''ith the Southport Town 
Council to construct a number of cottages at 
Hollywell. The council replied on 13 August, 
1946, stating that the council could not issue 
a permit am1 that application would have to 
be mnde to the Bureau of Industry. When 
the council inspector discovered that the work 
"·as proceeding he took the Bureau of 
Industry inspector, J\fr. Kendall, to the site 
and helpecl him to measure the structures. 
Ho"·over, the Government took no action in 
the matter. 'l'he Government definitely let 
the council clown in this matter; it as not 
a case of the council's letting the Govern­
ment dmn1. 

Section J 0, Subsection (2) (b), of the old 
Act gh·es the local authority power to issue 
a permit if the person constructing such 
dwelling house or any other person to whom 
he may have disposed of the dwelling house 
by sale, lease, or in any other manner shall 
use such dwelling house as a permanent 
residence. That established the fact that 
the Act never intended that the man should 
occupy the house himself, but attempted to 
ensure that it was to be used as a permanent 
home. The clear intention of the Act is to 
provide homes for permanent residents of 
the area. 

I have approached the Secretary for 
La hour and Industry on several occasions 
and I have found him a decent man to deal 
with and I do not wish it to be inferred from 
"·hat I am trying to say that the Treasurer 
is not a decent person to deal with. He has 
extrnded the utmost courtesy to me whenever 
I l1:1ve had occasion to approach him. 

In the first instance the Minister, c1 uring 
the course of his reply, challenged me nnd 
the hon. member for Murrumba, to produce 

to him one instance where one honest, 
decent, permanent resident working man in 
the arc~t had been refused a permit. He 
saifl tllac if I could produce that to him he 
would give him a permit. After I produce­
tlJis deserving case I hope the Minister wiH 
-and I know he will-issue a permit. I 
do not intend to speak on behalf of the hon. 
member for Murrumba; he is well able to 
look after himself. The first case is one that 
I brought forward in this Chamber pre­
viously. I appeal to every hon. member,. 
whether on tile Government or the Opposi--­
tion benches, to help me to get a permit for­
this man. If ever a man deserved a permit 
this man does. The reply of the Secretary 
for Lnbour and Industry was that in the· 
first instance he was a single man, secondly­
that his mother owned a cafe clown there,. 
and thirdly she owned a home in Ipswich .. 
I admit that he is a single man and hi" 
mother owns a cafe 

lUr. A. Jones: Be fair in this case. He 
is in hospital. 

)fr. GA VEN: He is able to rehabilitate· 
himself anfl eome out. This man was a 
returned soldier who was very badly lmockec! 
nhout in the war. Formerlv he was a school 
teacher nnd n goorl type "of man, a good 
athlete, footballer, and swimmer. He wa& 
lmock0d about so mneh in the war in Nei'. 
Guiiic>a that his right ann had to be­
amputated. He has <1c[LfneRs in right ear 
-ear drum perfomtPfl. He was in a bad 
nen-ons conrlition. He) lwd gunshot wounds 
in thigh and his teeth shattered. As the 
::\rinistc>r k1s s;Jirl, at the mo1:neut he is in 
hospital lmt he is able to rehabilitate him· 
self. His mother mYned a home in Ipswich 
and a cafe on the South Coast but she is now 
living in a tiny room 8 ft. by 8 ft. She has 
so!r1 the home in Ipswieh and all she asks 
is thnt t!Jc;· get a permit to build 10 squares 
in Palm A venue, Surfers' Paradise. That is 
thp on!;· bit of lancl this man has. 

:.'iir. Gair: When she made application 
she har1 a honw. 

::!Ir. GA VEN: She has already sold tile 
lwmc in Ipswieh, th:lt being one of the hon. 
gentleman's conditions. She has asked for a 
]Wrmit and has been consistently refused. I 
know the Minister "·ill reconsider thi~­
application and do the best he possibly can .. 

I would put the hon gentleman right on 
another point. In the first place he said thi~ 
"-as a single man and no single person­
receives a permit for the South Coast. I 
hm·c made investigations and find that singk 
people down there have got pcTmits, ancT 
got permit-s from the Bureau of Industry. 
I do not blame the M.inistcr for the wav the: 
Act is being administered; I do not think 
he knov.-s wf1at is going on. 

The first cases of these is that of Miss 
Grace Ircne She0han, Country Club Hotel, 
Stanthorpe, a single woman. she receiveil' 
a permit, No. QB/9554, 14 December, 1948, 
for 1248 square feet, Pacific Highway,. 
Surfer's Paradise. 
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The next case of that of E. Hicks, Third 
Avenue, Southport, a single man, Permit No. 
t~B. 1555 8, 1,080 square feet. This lad was 
told that no single person was allowed to 
build on the South Coast but he could build 
anywhere else in the State. 

Mrs. Bunting, Pacific Highway, Surfers' 
Paradise received a permit to build and built 
in Ba>n'r street, Southport. She is a widow 
and, therefore, in the same category as a 
single person This lady sold the home iu 
Bower street, Southport, and receivecl a per­
mit by the Building Control Division to !Jnild 
another home,. and has done so, on the Pacific 
Highway, Surfers' Paradise. 

Mr. Gair: You know the reason why. 

Mr. GA YEN: I could not tell the hon. 
gentleman anything about it. 

Mr. Gair: Of course you do: you know 
so much about it. You know the woman 
is a cTipple and gets about in a wheel-chair. 

lUr. GA VEN: I know sufficient about it 
to know that she is not a cripple. Tlll' 
Treasurer is mistaken. He is thinking of 
mwther person. 

The next case is that of a man by the 
name of Cole. This man has lived at 
Surfer's Paradise for 18 years; he is a hard­
working man and engageu in the building 
iudustq. To be quite fair and frank in his 
case, I must say that he had an uncontTOlled 
house and sold it some time back, but had no 
idea at the time he sold it that he would not 
get a permit to build a new home on the 
allotment that he and his wife own. He has 
made application to build but has been con­
sistently refused. There is nothing in the 
Act to say that once a man sells a home he 
cannot build another. Other people have 
had homes, sold them, and have received per­
mits to builr1 again. E. M. & G. E. Bones, of 
Burleigh Heads, recently sold a shop and 
resiclcnc:e to a J'lir. Breen. ::\Ir. Bones has 
since obtained a permit to build a new 
residence after disposing of the other 
one, but Cole, Hadley, Hughes, and 
other people have been refused. Why~ 
Mr. Breen owned and sold a home at 
Coolangatta and was then allowed to buy 
another home and a business, but other 
people are told that if they sell in that area 
they cannot buy or build there again. 
Mr. Cole 's case is a most deserving one. He 
is no sharp-shooter or bookmaker, but a 
decent hard-working fellow. This business is 
creating hardship. 

I. am not prepared to stress the circum­
stances in the case of a Mr. W arnock, who 
desires to erect a home at River Terrace, 
Surfer's Paradise. He signed the required 
declaration to the effect that he does not own 
any other land in the Commonwealth. He 
has been consistently refused because he does 
not come within the category. 

I mention next the case of Mr. J. Hadley, 
of Ferny Fairway, Burleigh Heads. I played 
football with this man over 25 years ago, 
and he is a hard-working decent fellow. He 
has been living in a tent on his allotment and 
.has all the required building materials on the 

ground, even to the roof. He has been con­
sistently refused a permit to build. He had 
an uncontrolled house, which he sold to a 
Mr. Mandross, a cafe-owner and permanent 
resident in Burleigh Heads. He was not 
aware that he could not rebuild; in fact, he 
was told that he would not be prevented 
from building so long as he sold to a per­
manent resident. 

I read in the posh columns of the '' Tele­
graph'' of no later than 16 September last 
that Mr. and Mrs. Allom had sold their 
home at Ascot and were now building a home 
at Southport. Apparently one can sell a 
home in Brisbane and go down to the South 
Coast to build, but a person resident in the 
area has no chance of doing so. I appeal to 
every fair-minded man that it is time that 
this iniquitous regulation was wiped out. We 
all know that we are losing building 
materials to New South Wales. 

To quote another case: a Mrs. Hughes had 
a home of eleven rooms in High Street, 
Southport, at the back of the industrial area. 
She lost her husband and for a time was 
living by herself. She sold the house, which 
was on 1:! acres of land, to a man who was 
starting a poultry farm. The Minister said 
that she signed a declaration before she sold 
her home and that if she sold she would 
not obtain a permit to build another home 
and that !She does· not come within the 
category. 

She has been told that because she sold 
her home for the terrific price of £2,500, 
she cannot get a permit to build a home 
with a floor area of 600 sq. ft. As I have 
said, she has lost her husband and has only 
her daughter living with her. She has had 
a lot of wony and trouble. She has been 
told she can build a home of 1,250 sq. ft. 
anywhere in the State, with the exception of 
the South Coast and Redcliffe. This is a 
very deserving case, and one in which I 
think a permit should be granted. 

The next case, a very pathetic one, is 
that of Mr. and Mrs. M. P. Hill, of 23rd 
Avenue, Palm Beach. These old people are 
both over 70 years of age and have lived 
in Palm Beach for 20 years. Mrs. Hill 
wrote to me some time ago as follows-

'' Some time ago I made application to 
the Building Control to erect a permanent 
cl welling on my land at Palm Beach, and 
I received a reply from the Department 
to the effect that my application was 
rejected. 

'
1 I wish to state my case with the hope 

that my application will be reviewed. 
''Both my husband and myself are over 

7 0 years of age. IV e are not _well ~o do, 
just struggling along and keepmg shghtly 
ahead of the olrl-age pension, and at this 
stage of our lives we have no desire to 
become specula tors. 

'
1 I have been part-owner of a dwelling 

at Palm Beach for approximately 20 years 
and have lived there permanently for 16 
years. My sister, who is an ex-1st A.I.F. 
Trained Sister, was the other part-owner 
of the dwelling. 
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''Owing to my sister's ill-health bee a use 
of war service, it became necessary for 
her to realise on her share of the property, 
and as I was not :financially able to pur­
Phase her share, it was agreed to sell on 
the open market, and that I would then 
have sufficient money to erect a smaller 
home for my husband and myself which 
would l1e more within mv abilitv to main­
tnin than the larger ho,:;se that has been 
sold. At my age and serious state of 
health I am not able to act as cleaner and 
caretaker for other people, and in Yiew of 
your oft repeated statement that you 
would ensure that every person who 
required a permanent home would ha,-e 
no difficulty in obtaining a permit, I con­
sider that under the abovementioned cir­
cumstances I come within that category. 

''I had no idea when I sold mv interest 
in the house that I would not be allowed 
a permit to build on the only small block 
of land that I own in this world. 

''I received as my share of the sale of 
the large home the magnificent sum of 
£1,200. Surely I am entitled to a home 
to live in in the State which mv husband 
and myself have worked so harcl all these 
years to help develop.'' 

~1:rs. Hill wrote another letter to the then 
Secretary for Public Works and Housing, 
which I shall not read at this stage, hut a 
letter that she >n-ote to the present Treasurer 
rends as follmvs-

' 'Once again I am asking permission 
to build a small hous0 n t Pn lm Bene h for 
my husband and self. vVe hnve no home 
nnd are hoth over 70 years old. I hop•' 
you cnn see your wny cl en r to grnnt me 
this favour. 

''I ha,-e had Mass<'s and Petitions 
offered up that you ,-ould let me builc1 
my home. :My sister, Miss Isnmb<"rt, who 
was hnlf owner with me, >vorked in the 
snme office as your wife. I do pray our 
prayers will not be ir, vain. \Ye ,.ill have 
a Golden Wedding on the 20th September. 
What a beautiful gift it >vould be were I 
to get >vord I could get my little home. 

''Still praying and hoping for a good 
reply.'' 

I think that is a very deserving case, but 
she \\"US refused permission to build. How­
ever, at the same time and in the same area 
we find that a Mrs. Ann Harris wife of 
Ray Harris, bookmaker, received p'ermit No. 
113466, on 15 .June, 1950. This ladv lives 
with her husband, who owns t>vo hotiscs on 
the South Coast, one in Boundary Street, 
Coolnngatta, and the other in Tugun. This 
Jmilc1ing is to have three shops underneath 
am1 two flats on top. The shops are to be 
a delicatessen shop, a barber's shop, and a 
chemist's shop. 

The next case is that of Mr. T. Skancke of 
Albert street, Burleigh. He wanted to b~ild 
a :fish shop on his property at Miami. Then 
there was the case of Mr. and Mrs. P. Olsson, 
who applied for a permit to erect two shops. 
Skanske 's application was placed 12 months 
ago for a :fish shop on the Pacific Highway at 
Miami, opposite the post office. This man 

was giving good service to the people in his 
:fish trade hut he was told that he did not 
come into the category at the time. 

Then there is the case of Thomas Charles 
Halbert, who got a permit to erect two flats 
on top of two shops at Surfer's Paradise at 
a cost of £3,000 plus extras. The pennit was 
issued this month. I am reliably informe<l 
that the theatre and shops were recently pur­
chased for approximately £20,000. Yet when 
Mr. E. Diamond made a similar application 
recently to both the department and the 
Minister, to live in one flat himself and the 
other to house the Coolangatta doctor, which 
in my opinion is a deserving case, he was 
told he did not come within the category 
and permits were not issued for that class of 
building. 

The next one is a very deserving case, that 
of a man named Walker, of Upper Coomera_ 
He is 70 years of age, an old pioneer, one 
of the men who came and opened up the 
country. He did a very fine job and left his 
mark in indelible print on the country there. 
He did hard work and laboured long hours. 
He cannot work his land to the best advan­
tage on account of his age and desires to get 
young people in to work it. He was told by 
the department that he did not come within 
the category of those who could get homes at 
the present time. However, he was also told 
that if he sold his farm the department would 
consider the issue of a permit to him. He 
wants a permit to build but >ms refused 
because he had a farm! However, on 
1] April, 1949, a permit was issued by the 
department to Dr. Mcehan to construct a 
house at Surfer's Paradise to cost £2,250. 
The permit is No. Q.B. 9877. He can have 
as manv homes as he likes in Brisbane and 
have or{e on the coast but a person without 
one anywhere cannot in many cases have one 
on the coast for permanent residence. J\fen 
working on the coast have been refused per­
mits consistently because at some time or 
other they sold a home in that area. Yet 
others have sold and obtained permits. 

The next case is that of Mr. B. Hall, of 
Palm Beach, a returned soldier, who has been 
totnlly incapacitated. He sen·ed fOT 26 
years in the Air Force and is getting a 
pension of £3 10s. a week and 30s. a week 
for superannuation, making a total of £5. 
He has to climb 17 steps to get into his 
house. He asks that he he allowed to put 
in a septic system and a couple of braces 
underneath the house, because in rough 
weather, when there are storms, the building 
feels that it is going to collapse or fall d.own. 
He got a stop-work order served on him by 
the inspector, Mr. Martin, who told him that 
he had exceeded his £50 permit. The work 
had to stop. At the same time as he was 
stopped a man in the sam: area nam~c1 
Brandson, a bookmaker, reemvcd a permit, 
No. 95159, on 31 August, 1949, :'r,r £50 for 
a septic. tank and was allowed to carry on to 
the extent of £1,000. 

Mr. H. Abrahams, bookmaker, got :< 
permit K o. 79344 for £50 and carr1ed on 
and extended his repairs to £900. The permit 
was dated 9 .June. 1949. Then Mr. W. G. 
Puet, bookmaker, got a permit No. 94092, 
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· -, .ued on 19 October, 1949, for £50 for 
,2ptic tank, and carried on with further 
lwuse repairs to the extent of £1,200. 

Mr. I. F. Roberts, bookmaker, got permit 
No. 113497, issued on 7 July, 1950, for 
£50, already extended to £1,500 and the 
builder says that it will now take £2,000 to 
<eomplcte this renovation. 

Then there was the case of Mr. S. Sheldon, 
bookmakel', permit No. 79342, issued 25 
May, 1949, for £50 for septic tank and he 
·,;·ent on to the extent of £1,500. 

These are the sort of things that arc goiHg 
0n ancl yet decent people desirous of bking 
up permanent residence there arc being 
refused permits. Why did Inspector }'.hrtin 
stop this incapacitated >Yar-service man fl'om 
making additions to his home and allow these 
other people to go on? 

Iiir. Gair: The council issued the 
:;~crmits. 

Iiir. GA YEN: The permits were issued 
1J)' th~ council and a copy sent to the 
Bmean Inspector whose job it is to police 
the permit anll see the £50 is not exceeded. 

Here is another case, that of a man namecl 
Enms, 11·ho is desiTous of erecting fiats. 
::\1r. r~ ,. ans in his letter stated to me-

'' I am writing to you to see if you can 
-do anything for me in connection with the 
erection of a block of four fiats at \Valton 
street, Southport. which I have been trying 
for since 27 September, 1948. 

''I. have had the plans approved by the 
<Council and they are at the Bul'eau of 
Industry at present. All materials have 
:been cut out ready to erect ancl are at 
present stacked on the site, bricks as well 
as timber. 

''I want to erect the fiats for permanent 
t~:1a:1ts and if suitable the Bmeau r<tn 
\Select its own tenants if it is doubtful.'' 

HeTe was a good opportunity to issue a 
:r•ermit ancl to select the tenants, perhaps­
.council employees. 

Another case is that of a woman named 
Mrs. G. M. Harvie, who resides at 16 Church 
street, Ranclwick. Slie bought two building 
blocks on the Pacific Highway at Burleigh 
with the intention of building a dwelling 
house nnd l'esicling ther0 permanently, and 
later on three holiday letting cabins on the 
secoml nllotment. She >vas refused a permit 
+o build in Bmleigh Heads. Yet she can 
build '' home anywhere else in the State. 

I do not want to go on and weary the 
Committee with all the applications that have 
been refused. I have given a list of some of 
the permits and their numbers just to give 
an idea of what is actually happening and to 
bring before the notice of the Government 
the :futilih of the Building Operations and 
Timber ancl Building JI.Iaterials Control Act. 
It is all very well for the Minister and hon. 
members to get up an cl say that these refusals 
me IleCe9sm·y because of the shortage of 
materials and that deserving people cannot 
get material to builc1 homAs. lmt v P mnst 

;remember that this is the Government who 

issued a permit to build a quarter-million posh 
hotel at Hayman Island ancl that the minimum 
tariff is £19 12s. a week, a tal'iff so high 
that only the bookmaker, waterside worker, 
ancl shearer could afford to stay there. There 
is a cn~1tinual stream of traffic down the Pacific 
Highway to T>veecl Heads and all classes of 
building materials are going across the border 
int.o New S_outh Wales. Not only are we 
losmg our timber but we are losina work­
men who are helping to build up that State at 
our expense. That is what I am attempting 
to drive home to the Government. They are 
not saving building materials by contiiming 
the operation of the Act as at present 
administered but they are losing them. I 
should like to take hon. members opposite 
for a drive over the border into New South 
>.Ynles. At one place I could show them where 
a 19-fiat building has been erected and in 
another place where a 10-fiat building has 
Leen erected. In fact, we can see intensive 
!milding operations proceeding there, inclucl­
mg houses and igloos. If we go on to Byron 
Bay we can see boats loading logs for South 
Australia and New Zealand >Yeek after week. 
Boatloads of fence posts arc leaving there, 
Queensland posts at £40 a 100 whereas they 
never get more than £:) to £10 a 
hundred in Queensland. vVe can see 
our timber being loaded at Coffs Har­
bour also. That is why we are short of 
timber. Our timber is evr-n going- to America 
as well as South Australia ancl New Zealand. 
I am sorry that the Premier is not in the 
Chamber because he visited Southport on 
2() April last, three days before the election, 
and he knows quite well the re'lctions against 
the Act. The people on the South Coast are 
far from satisfied, because these controls are 
doing no good-neither saving any building 
materials, nor enabling people to get homes. 
We are losing our building materials and New 
South Wales and other places are gaining. 
\Ve on the South Coast are not askina for 

f 
. b 

pre erenbal treatment. We are ~imply asking 
~o be placed on the same footmg as people 
m other parts of the State, no better and no 
worse. 

Do you not think that the Govemment, 
wh? hayc the responsi?ility of bringing clown 
leg1slahon, should leg1slate for the whole of 
the people ancl not for one section~ Is not 
th:1t only fair aml reason:1ble~ The tourist 
industry is the lifeblood of some places in 
this State, particulaTlv the South Coast. As 
things are, I clo not think we shall ever 
get to the stage of e:1tering for the tourists 
becanse our mnterial seems to be getting 
shorter rather than more plentiful. 

:i}Ir. Gair: Do you suggest a person that 
is living in Brisbane should be able to get 
n house on the South Coast" 

}rr. GA YEN: No, certainly not. I made 
that rlenr. If R person in Brisbane had a 
home ancl signed a declaration that he was 
going to permanently Teside <lown there and 
did not clo so, I should be 100 peT cent. 
b?hind the Government if they prosecuted 
lnm. 

}h. Gair: What do you suggest they 
could do once they have the home'? 
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JHr. GA VEN: You could prosecute them 
to tlw extent of n fine of £5,000 or 12 
monLc; in gaol. Tlwt is incorporated in your 
Ace ;; ;d you are aware of it. 

'l'lnee or four years ago Mr. HmTey, Mr. 
Roger" and Mr. Ferguson toured the State 
and made certain recommendations for the 
improvement of the provision made for the 
tourist trnffic. That report has been filed, 
aml v ·hat has happened? \Ve have clone 
nothing about it; we have got no further 
advanced at all. There is no equity what­
ever in the present position. It is in direct 
opposition to the whole of our British Con­
stitntio" am1 it is opposed to the eommon­
lavv rights of man. It is man's inherent 
right to be allowed to build his own home 
on his own land. \Vhen members of the 
Government realise what is happening clown 
there I feel sure thev will alter their out­
look. I have given proof that honest, decent, 
IYorking people-there is not a toff amongst 
them-are demanding homes, and surely to 
goodness the Government will grant them 
that right, I feel sure they will. The v.-hole 
position is an abrogation of our democratic 
principles and a brazen attempt to take away 
from man his inherent Tight to build his own 
home on his own lam1. Our foTefathers 
built their own homes and tried to develop 

. the connhy, and they left a heritage of 
which we might well be prom1. \V e want 
to carr:v it on ::md develop the country. 

JUr. A. Jones: You say that a person in 
Brisbane already accommodated v.ho owns 
land should exercise the inherent right to 
build on it? 

JUr. GA YEN: I never said that. These 
people do not own land in Brisbane. 

lUr. Walsh: Do the bookmakers you 
refer to build new homes dov.-n there? 

ftlr. GAVEN: No, but they get £50 
permits then make the sky the limit and the 
Government's Inspector Martin has appar­
ently closed his eyes. WhyW This is class 
control exercised over one section of the 
people. The Act has been described as 
the Wilful Murder of the South Coast 
Act. That is what it actually is. I 
think that any Government who keep such 
an Act in force are politically dishonest; 
and I do not hesitate to say it. 

::lir. A. Jones: You know that the 
biggest majority of cases ~·ou have mentioned 
erecte(1 on local-authority permits and not 
on Building Control permits at all. 

JUr. GA YEN: The bookmakers worked 
under tlw local-authmity permit which it is 
your inspector's job to contml. 'l'hat is 
v.-ha t he is there for. I-I e immediately gets 
a copy of evcr.v permit issued and he has to 
police it, not the Local Authority, but not 
the IW 11 building shops. 

:Jir. A. Jones: The others-we have 
nothing to do with them. 

Jir. GA VEN: The Government's inspector 
is do\Yn there for one specific purpose and 
he never misses a thing. He is a tyrant. 
People cannot nail a paling on a fence or 

paint a gate unless he is onto him. Nobody 
can ev-er build to the extent of £50. I ant 
to know vd1y the bookmakers should ha ,-e 
been allowed· to go ahead and do so. 

::\Ir. A. Jones: We do not give the 
permit; the council issues the permit. 

i1Ir. GA VEN: The council issues the 
permit for £50 and he is there to see they 
do not spend over £50. That is his job; 
it is not the council's job. 

JUr. A. Jones: They have to submit 
plans to the council. 

JUr. GAVEN: Yes, that is correct. He 
gets a copy of these plans and the applica­
tion and it is his job to see it is carried 
out. 'rhat is why he is there. 

Mr. Gair: You wrote and apologised to 
me for the conduct of your inspector. 

lUr. GA VEX: It does not matter what 
argument you use, there is none that can 
v-indicate the bringing iu of this Act. 

I now wish to say a word or two about 
the mud1-publicised Menimac swamp. I 
mul;e liU a1:ologieo \rhateveT for any part I 
took in c-onnection IYith the draining of i.hDt 
area. I Yery sincerely hope that one day 
the Merrimac scheme vvill be completed and 
7,000 acres of good agricultural land will be 
brought back into production. I never said 
that this Government did not provide money 
for the Merrimac drainage. In my maiden 
speech I gave credit to the Government for 
t!Je good work done .in my area. On the 
several occasions on which the council of 
\Yhich I was a member for a long period 
made application to this Government for 
money the applications were granted. :Nor 
dicl the eouncil eYcr fail to meet 'nterest 
ancl redemption Tepaymcnts. 'l'he Gove--n­
mcnt rlid a good job. They haYe n2vnr y•~t 
refused a loan. Mv interest in the Mcrrimac 
drainage is that >~:e have to get a big sub­
sidy to do the job. We cnme to the Govern· 
mcnt and asked for a subsidy and the last 
occasion I introduced a deputation to the 
Secretary for ~lines and Immigration, who 
IYas then Seeretnr:· for Public ·works, Hous­
ing and Local Government-and I am sure 
he will bear me out-11·as in June, 1948. The 
object was to raise £25,000 and I asked him 
whether it would be possible to get a 50 
per cent. subsidy. If vYe could get a 50 per 
eent. subsidy >ve could pnt the Mcnim::te 
scheme into effect. Any subsidy lowP.r than 
that \',·ould be totally inadequate beC'~us<l 
the faTmers >Yould not be ablP to meet 
inteTest and redemption. The hon. gentle­
man said, '' Y on come to me expecting my 
Government to provide a subsidy to help drain 
priva tc land; to use a racing term, you 
simply are not in the race. I will help you as 
much as I possibly can to drain outside the 
private land. I will give you the maximum 
subsidy (which at the time vvas 20 per cent.). 
When you come inside the area where the 
private land is you have no possible chance 
of getting a subsidy from this Go,-ermnent. '' 
If the hon. gc'ntlcman could have assisted me 
he would hHve (1onc so. 

lUr. Power: I wrote to you. 
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.i\Ir. GA YEN: The hon. gentleman said 
that he could not give us a subsid; tn drain 
private land. From time to time YYC have 
tried to find some Yvay out of our dilemma 
to enable us to bring this beautiful area 
into productivity and help the nation by 
exporting goods that would bring money 
hack to this country. On each and every 
occasion we made a move we found it impos­
sible to do anything about it. ~When there 
\HlS a meeting of the Opposition the other 
clay at YYhich suggestions for projects on 
which to make representations to the Federal 
Govemment were invited I asked the party 
whether we should make representations on 
behalf of draining the Mm-rimae area. I 
make no apologies whatever for my action. I 
am sure the Labour Government will agree 
with me that if the Federal Government 
advanced money to do this job it would be a 
great help to the State. 

lUr. Power: Drain private property? 

1Ur. GA YEN: Part would be on private 
property. 

~Ir. Power: You went to the Federal 
om~ernment to drain prh ate property 9 

JUr. GA YEN: The Minister's Govern­
ment h::tYe alrcac1y advanced £1,000 to do the 
work inside private land. That work has 
been carried out and the statement of the 
hem. mc:ul•er for Hinchinbrook i' quite cor­
rod. The Gowrnment have lent £7,000. 
They haYG not giYen any subsidy. 'l'hat 
moncv has been srent. It 1dll take £25,000 
to tlo the work outside-priv::tte land­
to put in drains and drain the water out 
into the sr,1, to erect flood~gates, bridges 
nml lnrf'e culverts. A" 1 snv, the whole 
work will take the best part of '£30,000. 

If we could get a 50 per cent. subsir1y vve 
could do the job and the farmers dovm 
there would be able to carry the interest 
and redemption payments. That is the whole 
story of the :\ferrimac drainage. 

3fr. Ailrens: Do you mean to say that 
the council is using ratepayers' money to 
drain priY::tte land~ 

JUr. GAVE~: Yes. 

~Ir. Aikens: You should be in gaol. 

JUr. GA YEN: Lots of people should be in 
gaol. Quite recently there was amalgamation 
of shires, which wiped out all benefited areas, 
the only demarcation being by way of valua­
tion. That is how the private property came 
into the scheme. 

I am happy to know that the Secretary 
for Pnblic Works, Housing and Local Gov­
nnment Yisited the area, my only regret 
being that he did not let me know he was 
coming as I could have taken him over it 
and explained the whole thing to him. I 
am glad that the hon. member for Hinchin­
brook went down there; I am glad also that 
the Go\ ernment are interested in the 
scheme but as to the charge that this Merri­
mac drainage work is becoming a political 
football, I say I do not care who gets the 

kudos so long as the money is advanced and 
the scheme put under way. It is a very 
worthy one. I can well remembcT that 
tountry ::ts it was in 1923 when virtually 
half the cattle of the Beaudesert area were 
brought down there during a period of 
eh-ought. They came down to an area 
covered with paspalum and clover feet high. 
The Merrimac swamp area carried virtually 
60 per cent. of the stock from Beaudesert 
and kept those stock in good condition for 
no less than nine months. The cost was 
2s. 6d. a week agistment and the people who 
kept the stock were able to get the milk 
from the animals. After the drought was 
over they all went back home. Now, because 
of lack of clminage, that country is a stink­
ing rotten black waste and it is pathetic to 
see it, especially when one knew what it 
was before. This area is between Spring­
brook, National Park and the coast. It is 
low-lying and by reason of the fact that 
scrub is being felled in the backcountry the 
water that used to come down in the wet 
season by meandering slowly through 
the scrub now runs off like water off a roof 
into the spout, bringing with it all the 1eaf 
mould and silt from the hill country. T'he 
water comes clown so quickly that it is build­
ing up siltation at the mouth of the Nerang 
River to the extent of 7 or 8 feet and the. 
water, instead of being able to fiow out into 
the Broaclwater and out through Jumpinpin 
into the sea, is held in a bottleneck by this 
siltation and is forced back over this 
beautiful low-lying country and lies there 
sufficiently long to boil and rot the grass. 
This little scheme could be put into opera­
tion for £25,000 and the whole of the country 
could be brought back again into produc­
tion. 'l'ha t is something worthy of the 
::tttention of all hon. members in this Com­
mittee. 

I do not make any npologies for doing my 
utmost to help rehabilitate this country. I 
am sorry that we caused bacl feeling about 
the matter. If the Government can help i11 
the scheme they will be well thought of by 
the people in the area. I say again that I 
am sorry the Minister did not tell me he 
YYD s going clown there. I should have liked 
to be on the job ~with him, so that I could 
have given him fii'st-hand information. I 
>Yant to make it quite clear that I yvas not 
trying to take the kudos from the Govern­
'!uent. The Government have been generous 
to our people so far as loan money is con­
cerned. 

JUr. Jones: If you had known he was 
· coming you would l:_Iaye baked a cake. 

3Ir. GA YEN: I wish the Minister who 
interjects had come dmvn too. In his 
Address in Reply speech the Minister said 
that I could not understand that we were 
short of materials and there was a steel 
shortage and that sort of thing. I realise 
that all these shortages exist. We know that 
in Australia there is a big steel shortage 
but we also know that Australi::t can pro­
duce the finest steel ever produced in the 
world at less cost than that produced else­
where. It can be produced at £16 10s. a 
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ton. Now we have to tour the world to 
find the steel required to carry on our 
indnstries. Our production has dropped by 
1,143,0;37 tons since the ·war. 

(Time expired.) 

lUr. INGRAM (Keppel) (7.45 p.m.): 
First of all I desire to congratulate the 
Treasurer on bringing this, his first Budget, 
before this Chamber. I am certain that at 
the end of the present term all hon. mem­
bms will be satisfied w1ith his work as 
Treasurer of this State because we can rest 
assured that he will look after its finances 
to the complete satisfaction of everyone 
concerned. 

1 want to direct my attention this even­
ing to some statements that have be:r; made 
bv certain members of the Opposition. I 
";ill deal first with the hon. member for 
Chermside, who during the Address in Reply 
deLate. said, ''On my left, only promises. 
On m}· right, action." . He failed to say, 
however that those on lns left, the Govern­
ment 1/ave fulfilled the promises that they 
have' made before every election. What 
about the action of the Opposition~ What 
about their promises in 1929 ~ Without 
douLt, it was action, direct action on that 
occasion. In 1929 they went to the people 
with a promise of £2 million for ten thousa~d 
jobs. They said, "Give every boy and gll'l 
a chance!'' But what did they do~ They 
sacked thousands upon thousands of .the 
workers of this State. They took money 
from the washer woman and 1s. a week from 
the poor little orphans. They sent £2 milli~n 
to another State, and left the workers lll 

this State in poverty and starvation. These 
are the people who talk about direct action. 
This party fulfils its promises, ?ut the 
Opposition never have and never will. 

Mr. Aikens: They put you on the track 
in 1929-32. 

JUr. INGRAM: I carried my swag on the 
track, as did thousands of others. I walked 
50 miles for a palty 4s. 6d. worth of rations. 
That is what the Tories did. 

Hon. members opposite also accuse the 
Govemment of being supporters of the Com­
munist Partv and of being fcllow-trm·ellers. 
I hml that" deliberate falsehood back into 
the teeth of the hon. member for Chermside. 
Nobody has fought the Communist Par~y 
more bitterly than members of the Austra­
lian Labour Party. On every platform we 
said we did not want the Communist vote. 
Did hon. members opposite say that~ No! 
They were relying on the Communists for 
support. The hon. member said the other day 
that 400 Communist preference votes went to 
Labour but he failed to say that in a by 
electi01; in New South \Vales in the early 
part of last .year-and. this appeared ir; the 
'' Comier-::W arl' '-the Liberal Party cand1date 
was relying on the Communist Party votes 
to put him into Parliament. 

JUr. Dewar: New South Wales is 
governed by--

Mr. INGRAlU: The hon. member does 
not know what he is talking about. 

~ o party has fought the Communists more 
than >ve have. I go further and say that 
although the present Tory J!'ederal ?ove.rn­
ment have introduced the anti-Reel leg1slatwn 
and say that they intend to sack all Com­
munists, if the Menzies Government know 
the Communists that supported them, they 
certainly will not sack them. 

:iUr. Power: They would promote them. 

Mr. INGRAlU: Of course they would. 

The hon. member for Callide said that if 
we ,ranter! to arrest the drift from the coun­
try to the tity we should ~~':e to provide 
better roacls and better facihhes generally, 
uucl elr<:tricitv, but he knows full well that 
these things are available or in the progress 
of denlopment in his electorate. When I 
first C'clmc into Parliament, hardly any work 
had been done on these roads but at the pre­
sent time there are good bitumen rondcl from 
Rockhampton to vVestwood, from Pink Lily 
and on the Mt. J:\Iorgan Road. 'l'here are 
improved school facilities. In the hon. mem­
ber's own electorate the school has been 
enlarged and a school residence erected. 
Then tLere is transport for the c~ildren 
equal to anything in the State and mdeed 
everything possible is being done to ca;e for 
the educational needs of the school children. 
If the hon. member would be fair he would 
admit that what I sa;· is correct. I looked 
after the people in that part of the elec­
torate and I hope he will do as well. 

As a mattc•r of fact, the Labour Govern­
ment are the only Government who have 
looked after the State in the matter of road 
>Yorks. In the majority of cases loca~ auth­
orities are to blame for the lack of roads 
because they do not come under the control 
of the Government. For instance, the 
Banana Shire Council has not built a. decent 
road whereas the :!<'it> rov Shire Counctl ha Ye 
made magnificent roads. "The majoritv 01' the 
shires are not worth a snap of the fingers 
because thev do not spend the ratepayers' 
money properly. Most o.f them eo:1sist ~f 
graziers 'who are only mterested m then 
own places and nowhere else. I know what 
I am saying. I have tmvellecl the State 
and I know the road works that have been 
canied out by this Government. 

Let me O'ive some particui::tl'B nf the cost 
of road co;;'struction between 1932 and 1949. 
The Main Roads Commission spent on per­
manent works in that period no le:Js a sum 
than £12.872,618 and on maintenaneb road­
work £6,::76,526, The amount alloca tec1 to 
local authorities for vermanent works >Yas 
onlY £624 212 and on maintenance only 
£' ·3G5 ] ') ~ ' 'f'hercfore it will be seen that 
t]~~· co~t ~l;om; by the J\fain Roads Commis_ 
sion for permanent works was 95.2 per cent. 
and for maintenance 75.1 per cent. . Then 
hon. members opposite have the audac1ty. to 
sav that the Government are not tre..ttmg 
local authorities fairly in the matter , of 
finance. '\Vhcn they >Yore in pmrcr +.,tey 
gave nothing to the local. authorities .. They 
hnd no ~f;l~~l ~0'1:::·; rnl~c:.-. pn ~·:b~Flv _or 
anything c;sc. Let n:~ gi,-c some details 
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shO>Ying the expenditure on public roads in 
Yario~1s parts of the State. Here arc the 
details:-

Per- Main-
-- manent tenance Total. 

Works. Works. 
----

£ £ £ 
Rockhampton to 

Mackay .. 
Town's: 

660,000 122,000 782,000 
Mackay to 

ville 1,242,000 297,000 1,539,000 
Townsville to Cairns 8~7,000 339,000 1,226,000 

Therefore in the Northern part of the State 
the Government have spent £2,789,000 on 
permanent works and £758,000 on main­
tenance work, a total of £3,547,000. That does 
not include expemliture by local authorities. 
Yet the Opposition have the cheek to say 
that the Government are not expending any 
money on main roads in the northern part 
of the State. 

The hon. member for Jl.firani made the state­
ment that ti1is Government have not !milt a 
mile of rail way line in the last 30 years. 
That is a ridiculous statement. I am quite 
satisfied that it is high time that the Oppo­
sition devoted some of their time to learning 
something about the affairs of this State. 
Since the Government came into office in 1915 
they have built railway lines as follmYs :-­

Southern Division 
Central Division 
:Mackay Division 
Northern Division-

Bo,1·en 
Great Northern Rail­

way 
Cnirns ·Division 

:Miles. 
409·99 
393·32 
131·49 

108·94 

263.41 
303·64 

The Government were also instrumental ia 
starting the uniform-gauge raih.-ay from Bris­
bane to the border tunnel, a l1istanco of 
(·8·82 miles, an<l the >York 11·as almo~t com­
pleted >Yhen the 'Tory Government came into 
c;flice in 1829. Yet hon. m em bcrs opposite 
haYe the cheek to sav that this GoYernment 
have ncYcr built one mile of rail\' nY. At 
present a dcvintion is proceeding on the 
Kabra-JI.Iount :i\Iorgnn railwny to eliminate 
tlw rnck system on the Razorback. This 
cleviatlon, >Yhich is 7 miles, should haw heen 
lindertakcn years ago, in the clays of the 
c·ld Torv Government when materials were 
cheap. ·The Razorback has been a bottleneck 
for a great number of yenrs and has greatly 
reduced trainlonds. 'J'he deviation will 
accelcrnte the traffic nlHl incrense landing on 
i.his bnmch line. 

Furthermore, surveys are being completed 
for the construction of a line to th0 Callido 
coalfield, and the Government will build that 
liue, >Yhich will serve privately-owned coal­
mines. Tlwt is much better than allO>Ying 
private enterprise to construrt it. The 
Opposition say that 1\'e are a Socialist Gov­
ernment but here is nn instance where this 
Goyernment are CO'lstructing n branch rnil­
''"a:-· to cnnble private enterprise to market 
it8 coal more expeditiously and cheaply than 
at present. The Opposition would make 
greater appeal to the people if they told the 

truth instead of deliberate falsehoods. The 
other c1av the hon. member for Mirani accused 
the Gm:ernment of having closed railiYay 
lines. 

)fr. Evans: So you did. 

J[r. INGRA:ll: We closed only one small 
branch from Qnnaba to Pemberton in 1948, 
a distance of 6·49 miles. 

.l\Ir. Evans: ~What about the branch line 
from :Yiingela to Ha •·enswood; 

:ur. INGRAJU: It was the Tory Govern­
r•1ent who pulled up that line. That shows 
that the Opposition will make any statement 
eo long as it deviates from the truth. 

::!Ir. Evans: In the last six months the 
Government have pulled up six loop lines. 
(Opposition interjections). 

The CHAIRitiAN: Order! There is far 
too much noise in the Chamber. I hope the 
hon. member will be permitted to continue 
his speech in silence. 

IUr. INGRA.l\I: Mr. Chairman: I thank 
you, bnt their interjections do not affect me. 
I know that when one speaks the truth it 
hurts the Opposition. 

The hon. member for Isis spoke of teach­
ing the other day and he criticised the 
Gm-ernment aud said we were not doing 
justice to our teachers and that our school 
buildings should be more modern. I point 
out for the informntion of hon. members that 
since 1933 we have spent £3,155,025 on the 
con·,truction of school buildings throughout 
the State. Se\-ernl fine modern buildings have 
l1een completed recently, and many tenchers' 
residences haYe been erected in plnces where 
there wns no residence before. It is only 
right thnt when there are 30 or 40 children 
in a place a residence should be erected for 
the teacher. These things were neYer done 
in the time of the Tory Governments. It 
has taken Labour Governments to do these 
things. In my own electorate three new 
residences are being erected at the present 
time. The Government have also provided 
school transport for chilclren throughout the 
Stnte, which indicates that they are looking 
after the interests of the children as >vell as 
the parents. 

A great deal has been said about teachers 
and their salaries, and amenities and con­
ditions. I will quote the salaries paid to 
tenchers many yenrs ago under the old Tory 
regime which they have in mind when they 
sav that there is nothing like the ''good old 
dr(ys.'' In 1898 the Tory Government were 
in power and at that time a pupil teacher 
worked for 12 months for nothing and the 
pupil teacher, first-class, >vas paid £20 per 
annum; in 1899 the second-class teacher 
received £30 per annum; in 1900 the third­
class teacher received £45; in 1901 the fourth­
class teaelwr received £70; and in 1902, after 
passing five examinations, the teacher would 
receiYe £10:2 per annum and after three years 
on this salar:;· he would receive only £122. 
After i>YO years on £122 he would get £140. 
He wns then in Class III., Division I., and 
he would remain there until he passed two 
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other examinations. Often the teacher did 
not bother to go in for the examinations 
bccause there \Yas no incentive to do so. That 
is how the teachers were treated in the good 
old days. I know a teacher who at the age 
of 30 was receiYing £142 per annum, but 
under the present Labour Government he is 
receiving £650 per annum. I am quoting 
these things to show the facts of the position 
aml to indicate what the teachers are receiv­
ing under th" Labour Government compared 
with the miserable pittance they received 
under the old Tory regime. If the Opposi­
tion got into power tomorrow they would 
ende:wour to revert to the bad conditions 
that operated before Labour took office. 

llir. Evans: They would not. 

~Ir. INGRAlU: They would. 
I am sorry the hon. member for Roma is 

not present this evening. He criticised our 
Queensland hospitals and virtually accused 
the Government of responsibility for the 
shortage of nurses. He also condemned hos­
pital administTation. The hon. member does 
not know what he is talking about and if he 
was well advised he would not make such 
statements. 

I will give the Committee the salaries paid 
to nurses under the Tory regime just prior to 
Labour's coming into office in 1915. The 
figures are as follows-

Per week. 
£ s. d. 

Matron 2 10 0 
Sister 1 16 3 
4th Year Nurse 16 8 
3rd Year Nurse 15 () 

2nd Year Nurse 12 6 
1st Year Nurse 8 4 

JUr. Sparkes: What did they get in 1916? 

The CHAIRJUAN: Order! I will not 
warn the hon. member again. The hon. 
member who is speaking should be allo\\·ed to 
state his case. The hon. member who is inter­
jecting will have his opportunity later. 

}fr. INGRA~r: As an illustration I will 
quote the small hospital at Mt. Morgan. 
Under Labour Government today, in addition 
to board and lodging, uniform allowance, 
laundry and one month's holiday leave on 
full pay, the staff receive the following 
salaries-

Matron 
1st Year Sister 
2nd Year Sister 
3rd Year Sister and there-

after 
1st Year Nurse 
2nd Year Nurse 
3rd Year Nurse 
4th Year Nurse 

Per week. 
£ s. d. 
9 3 () 
5 9 0 
5 14 0 

6 3 0 
2 4 3 
2 10 0 
2 15 0 
3 1 6 

The staff are on a 40-hour week. They do 
not work round the clock, as they did under 
the Tory regime. For the infOTmation of 
the Committee I will give the number on 
the hospital staff just prior to Labour's 
advent to office in 1915: one doctor, one 
sister, 16 nurses, one laundress, two assistant 

laundresses, two housemaids, one cook, one 
assistant cook, one seamstress and one secre­
tary, a total of 27 employees. 

liir. Evans: For how many patients? 

:ur. INGRAiU: At that time the popula­
tion of Mt. Morgan was 14,000 whereas today 
it is only a little over 5,000. The following 
are the staff employed at the present time, 
when Labour is in office: two doctors, eight 
sisters, 21 nurses, five warclsmaids-I empha­
sise that in the time of the Tory Government 
there were no warclsmaicls who help the nurses 
to bring food and other things to the ward­
six housemaids, two kitchenmaids, one cook, 
three laundresses, one seamstress, six male 
employees, a secretary, and two clerks, a total 
of 58 employees. 

Hon. members will notice that slave con­
ditions do not cxi'!t in the hospitals of 
today, after the advent of Labour to power, 
but in the good old Tory days nothing but 
slave conditions existed. Why, in 1929-32 
the Goyernment of the day reduced wages 
of the nursing staff by 10 per cent. and 
they even sent an inspector up from Bris­
bane to tell the hospital committee> that 
they did not haYe to buy rump steak and eggs 
for the patienb, as beef steak was good 
enough for them. In Yiew of all that they 
have thP cheek and the audacity to say 
thev looked after the interests of the people 
of "this State. 

J\Ir. Dewar: By how much did Scullin 
reduce pensions about the same time 1 

The CHAIR3IAN: Order! 

}fr. I::'iGRA::II: Furthermore, it was a 
Lahonr Gon•rmncnt who abolished hospital 
pTecepts so as to gi\·e local authorities more 
monc:' to provit1e better roads, streets and 
footpaths for the people, but local authori­
ties did not aYail themselves of the oppor­
hmity and \Yasted their money. The ~:\Ioore 
Gowrnment promised the abolition of hos­
pital precepts but did not haYe the guts to 
do it. Since Labour assumed office we have 
not had the spectacle of nmses collecting in 
the streets and selling art-union tickets to 
get sufficient money to pay their wages. IV e 
arc looking after the interests of the people 
as they should be looked after. In the goocl 
olc1 Torv days the GoYernment were asked 
month after month for £1,000 or more to 
pay staff salaries. Today that does not 
operate, thanks to a humane Labour Gov­
ernment. 

The hon. member for Norman, on Thurs­
day night last, said that the GoYermnent did 
not give assistance to the mining industry. 
Nothing is further from the truth, because 
a Labour Go,·ernment are the onlv Gm·ern­
ment to assist the mining industl:y in this 
State. They gave Mt. :i\Jorgan thousands 
of pounds to reopen when the mines were 
closed clown. Were it not for a Labour 
GoYernment there would be no raihYav line 
to 1ft. Isa to help the great 1\It. Isa !nines. 
Hon. members opposite opposed the build­
ing of that line tooth and nail. The Govern­
ment have helped the mining industry 
in other directions. I refer to grants in 
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aid of prospecting development, by way of 
shaft-sinking, provision of pumping, wind­
ing and treatment plants, and improvements 
to roads and tracks. Technical advice by 
qualified geologists and mining engineers is 
made available. Free assays of prospectors' 
samples are made by a Government assayer 
at Cloncurry, and by the Gm·ernment 
analyst at Brisbane. A free determination 
of specimens is made at the Geological Sur· 
vcy Laboratory. 

With regard to prospecting assistance, the 
rate for a single man is £1 10s. a week and 
for a married man £2 1 Os. a week. In 
1949-50 the prospecting grants to pros· 
pectors amounted to £24,886 and for the 
financial year 1948-49 it was £21,364. Those 
figures show that this Government have 
gi,·en all the assistance possible towards the 
encouragement of the mining industry and 
the statements made bv the hon. member 
for Norman were an ·absolute falsehood. 
That hon. member also said that we should 
giYe Queenslanders a bit of a chance in 
establishing themselves and getting good 
J>ositions. It is a great pity that the Lord 
::\I ay or of Brisbane did not give considera­
tion to this matter before getting impor· 
ta tions from overseas. 

I intend to quote things that have happened 
and still are happening-things that have 
been done by the Tory Party in the Brisbane 
City Council, which the Liberal Party sup­
ports. In the last 12 months, the Brisbane 
City Council has brought men from the 
United Kingdom, the Continent, and other 
States of the Commonwealth to fill the top 
positions in its services. In salaries alone, 
the council pays to fewer than 20 engineers 
from overseas, and men from other States, the 
hefty sum of £16,156 a year. I am quoting 
now from a Press report, which goes on to 
say-

'' Almost £100,000 of ratepayers' money 
has been put out for the housing of these 
people. 

''Meanwhile, while extravagant sums are 
being used by the Council for this type of 
work, 51 men are expected from overseas, 
in addition to those already here. 

''Following are the properties purchased 
by the Council, the cost of conversion to 
date, and the full estimated cost of con­
verting them to flats-

South Brisbane Town Hall: Cost of 
converting, £8,118. 

Austral Street, St. Lu0ia Flats: Pur­
chase price, £8,410; conveTsion, £5,547. 
£2,865; fencing, £25. 

Jordan Terrace, Bowen Hills: Pur­
chase price, £8,410; conversion, £5,547. 

Melvie Flats, New Farm: Purchase 
price, £7,500; cost of conversion (to 
date), £309; (estimated final cost of 
conversion is £6,000); stamp duty, £76. 

Bayview, Clayfield: Purchase price, 
£13,145; conversion to date, £1,532. 
(Full estimated conversion, £9,000.) 

Ascot Flats and Kapiti Flats, Winder­
mere Road: Purchase price, £5,000. Esti­
mated cost of conversion, £3,000; stamp 
duty, £52. 

''In addition, flats at the corner of 
Swann and Moggill roads, Taringa, were 
bought by the City Council for £4,000, and 
it is estimated that conversion costs will be 
£3,500; stamp duty, £41. 

''The City Council purchased another 
property in Chatsworth road, Coorparoo, 
for £5,500, and in this instance, cover­
sion costs are expected to be £6,000; sbmp 
duty was £55. 

''The cost of the interviewing officer's 
trip overseas in connection with their 
employment of non-Australians will cost 
the Council another £1,622 (estimated), but 
little can be achieved by this trip other 
than to overload an already top heavy 
Council. The same information could have 
been got in mailed reports.'' 

I point these' things out to show hon. m em· 
bers the inconsistency of the Liberals when 
they get up in this Chamber and say 'we 
should give preference in employment to 
Queenslanders. Their own party in the Bris· 
bane City Council is doing the reverse. It 
is spending hundreds of thousands of pounds 
to import people from overseas and put them 
in good positions. As this Press article says, 
there should be a notice on the Brisbane City 
Council's door, ''No Queenslanders need 
apply!" 

I am very pleased to have had t~e oppor­
tunity of saying a few words tomght and 
contradicting statements made by hon. mem­
bers opposite about this Government. It has 
been their practice ever since they have been 
in Opposition, to criticise this Government 
not only in this Chamber but ?n th: . ~!at­
form. They deal not in construct1ve cnhc1sm, 
but in destructive criticism in an effort to 
win control of the Treasury benches. 

In conclusion, I congratulate the Treasurer 
once again on his Financial Statement, and I 
feel quite sure that at the end of lns term 
everyone in this State will be highly pleased 
with its results. 

lUr. LLOYD ROBERTS (Whitsunday) 
(8.1 9 p.m.) : In making my contribution to 
this debate, I too wish to deplore the fact 
that this Government have budgeted for a 
deficit in the forthcoming year. Under 
normal circumstances, one would have thought 
that rather strange, considering the pros· 
perity that appears to be prevalent, but ltnow· 
ing that the Government are past masters at 
the art of propaganda, I am quite satisfied 
that after the Premiers' Conference, where 
the Premier did everything possible to malte 
thinP"s difficult for the Prime Minister, and 
in the belief that a Federal election was on 
the horizon the Treasurer no don bt received 
his orders ~nd the deficit is nothing more nor 
less than ~ piece of political propaganda. 

I listened with interest to the speech by 
the Deputy Lcaclcr of the Opposition and I 
cong-ratulate him on it. He advocated t~e 
vacation by the Commonwealth of certam 
fields of taxation in favour of the States and 
although there may be :: gre.at deal of mer.it 
in the suggestion and 1t w1ll work well m 
many States I fear that in Queensland it will 
be a case ~f "Lord help the people if it 
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comes to that.'' 'C'nfortunately we have had 
the unhappy expe!·ience in years gone by, 
pnor to the adopt10n of the uniform system 
o~ taxation, that Queensland always was the 
h1ghest-taxed State in Australia and if we 
re\'ert to a system of taxation imposed by 
the State we shall find ourselves in that posi­
tion again. 

Perhaps J am wrong in saying that pro­
vision for the deficit is a piece of propa­
gmHla. There may be other motives for it 
such as plain inefficiency for which the Gov~ 
ennnent are renowned. This inefficiency is 
to be found in almost every moYe hy tllC 
Go·. ernment and was never so pronounced 
as in the recent reallocation of surrar-mill 
peabs throughout Queensland. Perhaps I am 
wrong ag·ain in saying that it is due to 
inefficiency. There may be a deeper and 
more ulterior motive for this reallocation of 
mill peaks but I leave that to hon. members 
to decide. However, I take this opportunity 
of protesting against the treatment meted 
out to the cane-growers in Mackav and 
clistrict in the recent reallocation, treatment 
mete<l out by the Government through their 
agents, the Central Sugar Cane Prices 
Board. I know that the Government have 
lend,Bavoured to pass the buck by saying 
that the decisions were those of the Central 
Board and not of the Government them­
selves, but it is well known that all decisions 
of the board in connection with matters sub­
mitted pursuant to Section 12A must bE' con­
firmed bv the Governor in Council and that 
was done in this case. 

Mr. Collins: That is untrue. 

Thir. LLOYD ROBERTS: The Premier 
a:muunc·p,[ on 28 Mm·ch that the Govern­
nw:•t had approwd of the report and the 
recommendations of the Central Board and 
took full responsibility for the recommenda­
tions contained therein. They must stand 
condemned in the eyes of fair-minded people 
for their partiality in handing out peaks to 
one section of the industry at the expense 
'of ti:e remainder. l intend to prove the 
hypol:risy of the Government who have at 
all times said that they stand for the work­
iug r;wn and as helpers of the man on the 
lower rungs of the ladder, as friends of the 
fnnncrs. 

I go further and say that this so-callell 
Labour Government are the greatest capitalist 
party and the greatest Tory Party who have 
eYcr occupied the Treasury benches (Govern­
ment laughter and dissent.) This is a Govern­
ment who nurse monopolies and crawl to 
vested interests. They should hang their 
heads in shame. If some of the spirits of 
the old Labour leaders were with us tonight 
I guarantee they would be sitting on this 
side of the Chamber. (Renewed inter­
jections). This hand-out to the monopolist 
C.8.R. Company, in the recent rellistribution 
of peaks, at the expense of the co-operative 
1Jncl semi-co-operative mills, must stand for 
all time as a blot on this Government rmd a 
blot that will not be wiped out easilY I 
know that all these statements will be 
contradicted by speakers who will follow but 
I intend to give facts and figures, which I 

;,m prepared to lay on the table of the House, 
that will speak for themselves and caunot be 
refuted. 

;In the Mackay district we have eight sugar 
mills, five of which are co-operative, two 
semi-co-operative, and one proprietary. Alto­
gether there are 2,114 suppliers in the area, 
with an average assig~ned area of 69·4 acres 
fl nd an :n-erage peak in tons of sugar of 
60·1 in 192D, 78·5 in 193D, 93·2 in 1949, an 
aYPrnge peak under the reallocation for 1950 
of 108·6 tons; and for 1D53 it will work out 
at 116.9 tons of sugar. As a comparison let 
nR take the four C.S.R. mills, namely, 
Hambledon, Macknade, Goondi and Victoria. 
Altogether they have 775 suppliers possessing 
an average assigned area of 83·2 acres, or 011 

an average of 13·8 acres more per grower than 
growers in the Mackay district. The average 
peak per grower in the C.S.R. mill areas in 
tons of sugar works out as follows :-1929, 
157 ·4 tons of sugar, against Mackay 's 60·1 
tons; 1939, 176·7 tons against Mackay 's 78·5 
tons i 1949, 207·2 tons against Mackay 's 
93·2 tons and in 1950, 216·3 tons against 
niackay 's 108·6 tons. 

Some may say that past production in these 
areas wanants this increase but I want to 
point out that this is not so because if past 
production is taken into consideration, as it 
should be, it strengthens the Macka:v case, or 
the case for the Mackay mills. 

Here, I will give you figures showing peak 
and production for the period 1929 to 1938, 
the period for which the 1929 peak operated. 
Mackay Mills, average peak per grower 60.1 
tons of sugar, average production per grower 
66.6 tons of sugar or a surplus of 6.5 tons of 
sugar per grower. The C.S.R. mills for 
the· same period had a peak of 157.4 
average tons per grower and their pro­
duction for the same period was 154.4, 
a loss of 3 tons of sugar per grower, 
that is, 3 tons of sugar per grower 
below the peak. Do not forget that for 
almost the whole of this time there were 
great restrictions in the industry. Export 
sugar was selling as low as £7 11s. 3d. a 
ton. In fact, for the whole of the period 
the highest ]}rice for export sugar was 
£9 17s. a ton; and of course it could not be 
prolluced for that figure. 

Then we come to the next peak period. 
In 1939 new peaks were introduced and 
these operated until 1949. There again we 
have a ten-year period, from 1939 to 1948 
inclusive. In this period the Mackay mills 
had an average peak per gro~wer of 78.5 
tons of s.ugar, and produced per gro\\·.~r 
75.7 tons of sugar, shmving an actual loss 
of 2.8 tons of sugar per grower. T'he 
C.S.R. growers in this same period had an 
average peak of 176.7 tons of sugar anr] 
their average production was 150.3 tons of 
sugar, or 26.45 tons of sugar down on theh· 
peak. Most of these years were, of course, 
war years, and the shortages of manpower, 
materials equipment and fertiliser played 
a devastating part in production. The 
Mackay district was possibly affecterl hy 
manpower shOTtages to· a greater extent than 
elsewhere, as the percentage of enlistment in 
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the ilh<:kay district m1s the highest in Aus­
Halia on a population basis. N otwithstam1-
wg that the district was almost able to pro­
duee its peak. This proves the aclYantagc 
of baYing this Yast number of growers who 
st.ruggled along during the >var years, the 
1nves of many cutting cane and the children 
driving tractors, and who did a mighty job 
with so many others in Australia over that 
[>eriod in keeping up productioiL 

Then >Ye coi11e to 1949, when new peaks 
were issued. The Mackav mills had an 
average peak per grower "of 93.2 tons of 
:mgar and the average production per 
grower >vas 116.3 tons of sugar; approxi­
mately 2cl tons of sugar over-produced per 
grower. The C.S.R. mills for the same 
period had an average peak per grower of 
207.2 tons of sugar. 

Their production for 1949 was 203.6 tons 
of sugar; therefore, even in 1949 they could 
not reach their peaks. As a matter of fact, 
over this period of 21 years the Mackay 
growers have produced 26.8 tons of sugar 
o 1·er their peaks, whereas the C.S.R. mill 
growers have produced on an average of 33 
tons of sugar less than their peaks. Of 
course, figures for the 1950 crop are not 
available, but on estimate, if the whole of 
the crop is harvested, which at the present 
time appears to be very doubtful because of 
the >vet weather that has prevailed through­
out the year, it is problematical whether this 
crop will be wholly taken off, but in any case 
the crop will be much in excess of that of 
1949. As a matter of fact, the 1950 peak 
for the entire Mackav district has alreadv 
been exceeded by the ·district in 1939, 194il, 
and 1949. Four of the Mackay mills have 
previously exceeded their 1950 peaks oh at 
least three occasions and three mills at least 
twice, aml the other mill has exceeded it 
once. Going a shade further, I point out 
that Jhe Mackay mills ha>·e previously 
produced their proposed 1953 peaks on 
at lenst two occasions, and the remain­
ing three once. Goondi mill has never 
pToducecl its 1939 peak, by almost 700 tons 
of sugar. Hamhledon has exceeded its 1949 
peak once, Macknade has exceeded its 1950 
peak only on one occasion-in 1949. Victoria 
mill has never yet reached its 1950 peak. 

Is there any fair-minded person in this 
Chamber who can give any justification what­
ever for this hand-out to the C.S.R. Com­
pany at the expense of the mills in the 
Mackay district, and other districts too, for 
that matter. I have not gone into the details 
of other mill areas, but I understand that 
discrimination in them is somewhat similar. 
Some members of the Government may endea­
vour to rebut this statement by saying that 
on the percentage basis, the Mackay mills 
have fared Yery well to get these increases 
from the 1949 to the 1950 peaks. That may 
be so if one works on percentages one finds 
that the Mackay mills as a whole got an 
increase of 16.4 per cent. and the C.S.R. mills 
received 7. 7 per cent. 

:filr. Collins interjected. 

;\Ir. LLOYD ROBERTS: Two wrongs do 
not make a right. Their past production 
>Yarrantocl it and their 1949 peaks were too 
low in any case, as I haYe proved by the 
figures I have given. 

What is the reason for this preferential 
treatment for the C.S.R. Company? I can 
only answer that anybody's guess is as good 
as mine. I do not suggest there has been 
a big rake-off by some person or persons. 

3Ir. CoUins: What are you suggesting 
then~ 

llir. LLOYD ROBERTS: One could not 
hlame the cane-growers if they got that 
impression. Most of the co-operative mills, 
as any person who knows anything about the 
industry is aware, have been paying a bonus 
from 5s. to 10s. a ton on cane produced. 

If those co-operative mills can show this 
profit, would not the C.S.R. mills show as 
good a profiU Of course they would. Mr. 
Forgan Smith, chairman of the Central Sugar 
Cane Prices Boan1, attempted to provide an 
excuse-but it was a lame one-when he said 
there was not much room for further expanc1=­
ing the sugar industry at Mackay and that 
the land was not available. What utter rot! 
The 2,114 cane-growers in the Mackay dis­
trict have a total assigned area of 146,905 
acres mlf1 in answer to a questionnaire 
fonvardcd to the Central Board at its request 
these grmYers applied for an additional 
92,040 acres. This area could have been put 
into production almost straight avmy because 
the majority of the people had sufficient 
equipment and in addition to this, there were 
)others already in agricultural occupations 
throughout the district who asked for 
increased or new peaks. This was particularly 
evident through the Andergrove, Seaforth, 
and Rise and Shine areas, in addition to the 
other main growing areas throughout the 
district. 

I have purposely refrained from referring 
to the 1953 peaks because I wanted to say 
that the Mackay district has been badly 
treated up to the present year's peaks. When 
one looks at the 1953 peaks the position is 
very much worse. The Mackay mills made 
application to the Central Board for 312,900 
tons of sugar as a peak. Thi~ was not con­
sidered to be excessive, seeing that they had 
produced 237,370 tons in 1939, 236,284 tons 
in 1948 and 245,881 tons in 1949, and that 
all the mills had placed orders for thousands 
and thousands of pounds' worth of plant and 
equipment to improve their mills and to step 
up the crushing rate to enable them to handle 
the increased crop. ·what did we find~ 
Instead of the 312,900 tons they requested, 
they are to receive 247,200 in 1953. The 
C.S.R. mills have made application for 213,040 
tons of sugar when their highest previous pro­

·duction was 158,289 tons in 1948, 157,843 
tons in 1949 and 149,452 tons in 1939, and 
what did they receive~ They got 212,000 
tons virtually all they asked for. Of course, 
we all know that there is a big piece of 
ground to be opened up in the Abergowrie 
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area ancl that the Victoria mill will practic­
ally duplicate its mill to handle approxi­
mately the 40,000 tons of sugar additional 
peak that is being handed out to it. Of course, 
Victoria is a C.S.R. mill. Why was this 
land singlecl out >Yhen there were hundreds 
and hundreds of applications right through 
the whole cane-growing area for increased 
assignments or new assignments and 
increased peaks? Again, all I can do is 
say, ''Why?'' Your guess is as good as 
mine. 

At th: mill-peak appeals _hearin,; held in 
the Teacher:o' Building in Elizabeth Street, 

at which there was a packed house, 
of the Central Sugar Cane 

Prices J:oarcl, J\Ir. :Forgan Smitl1, said to 
:\Ir. L>, ingston, of the ITcrbert Hiver Cane­
Gro\Y\ r ' Exe~utiYe-

' '"~s you know, the qualification for 
a'·ighment is the title to the laud. Owners 
wonlfi ha,·e to make application for their 
individual assignment.'' 

Dpeaking further on this Abergowrie 
:1 rea, :\lr. :B'organ Smith said, '' IY e could 
not giYc a blanket assignment for an area 
of laHt1 such as this.'' Those \Ye re Mr. 
Forgan Smith's >Yards and they were 
C\ic:ent1y his opinion when he spoke them 
on ~~ February, 1950. Ho>Ye\·er, on 28 
:\brrh, exactly 29 day" later, the Premier 
:m11unnc-ed that the State Gm·ernment had 
apprm·ed thf' report al!(l recommendations 
of the board. What happened clnring those 
:29 days to make l\Ir. J<'oTgan Smith alter his 
cpiniou '? ..:-\gain, your gues::; is as good as 
mi,Jr. But the tragedy is that there are 
too many of these cases and a section of 
the ealll:-growers of Queensland are getting 
the rough end of the pineapple whi1·~ solne­
bofly else is getting the juice. 

With this sort of thing going on, I believe 
that the Central Sngar Cane Prices Board 
should either be done away with or be recon­
stituted. In its present form it is the great­
est example of Socialism and dictatorship 
that it is possible to find. Hundreds of 
enne-;.rrowers throughout Queensland have 
assignments of less than 15 acres, and this 
dictnt01·ship control has laid it down that 
no increase in peaks or assignments will be 
given to growers with assignments of less 
than 15 acres. \Vhcre is the justice in lhis ~ 
Are the:· not the people who should bf' iookecl 
after more than mwbodv else 'i 'rhese small 
people, who have b'een scrapping and battl­
ing for m1 existenr0 for many yeaTs, have 
been thrmyn to the wolves, while larger 
assignments ancl peaks have been given to the 
bigger !'TOIYers OT to people with no assign­
ments at all. By what authority can this 
bonn1 do such a thing? Have these people 
no rPrlrC"f' whatsoever? Hitler and Musso­
lini at their Yerv woTst could not have been 
harder than this.! These aTe the people who 
ronhl :md would help to -produce the export 
target of 600,000 tons of sugar. This tar­
get will Ile\'er be achieved under the present 
set-up unless the people in the Mackay dis­
tTict continue to over-produce, as they have 
done in the past. They have been the main­
stay of the sugar industry and it is they 

and the people in other mill areas who have 
shown the "Teen liuht that has llladc the t:u­
get of 6oo;Doo tm{;; even a possibility. But 
tl1is dcctatorship is not helping. Price-con­
trol has bceu lifted from a 11 other proper­
ties, but h8•, it been lifted on cane farms~ 
Of eour;;e it has not! The Central Sugar 
Uwc l'rices Board lays dmYn who will grow 
t·aLc, where they >Yill grow it, what mill they 
\Yill send it to, 1Yh:1t prices they shall be 
aliOi'.<ed to rc~ei,·c if they sell their farms, 
and 11 ho >~·ill be allO\YCd to bny them. 

Where is there any justice in thaU Why 
is this measme of control not applied to a 
dairy farm, a fruit faTm, to any property at 
all, if it is to be applied to a cane farm;" Is 
it fair that this measure of control should 
::;pply only to cane farms~ It is strange that 
it should and it c:1n be taken as a warning 
by all primar~· producers that this dictator­
ship in control may be extended to other 
imlustries. I cannot understand why the 
sugar iudusti-y should have permittecl" it to 
cr•me about. 

Take the case of a cane-farmer who \Yants 
tt, sell his farm. It is only right that 
cx-se.r':ice men should get a priority in 
obtammg a farm but why confine the exercise 
of that right to the sugar industry~ \Vhv not 
apply it to all farms I For some unknown 
reason the sugar industry \Yas selected for the 
operation of such a principle. Todav the 
cane-grower who wants to sell his faru\ 'must 
ptlblicly advertise the fact, gi>·ing all particu­
b.rs connected with it. The advm-tiscment 
l'tust appeal' in the paper for six >Yeeks before 
the farm can be sold to anybody other than 
an ex-service man. That provision actuallY 
defeats its purpose because theTe are many 
people who rightly say that they will not dis­
close the price and other particulars in con­
nection with a property they dc8irc to seU. 
I know that in some cases a fictitious ;·alue 
has been put on a farm and after the expi­
ration of the six-weeks period it >Yas solil on 
the black-market. If an ex-service man came 
along in the meantime seeking to buy it he 
would be told hy the wndor that he 
had changed his mind that he 1ms 
not going to sell. In other cases people 
h:tYe taken others into partneTship with them, 
purely as a blind, bccausA they are >Yaiting 
for the operation of that part of the Act to 
cease. (~uite a number of ex-serviee men 
themselYes are realising that in view of this 
special provision the good farms are not 
coming onto the market for sale and as quite 
a number of ex-service men are now being 
placed on cane farms they do not re•miTe 
this special provision to be con tinned. As a 
matter of fact, at a meeting of the Rcturnerl 
Soldiers' League in -:\fackay in 1949 a 111 otion 
1ms carried to the effect that the Central 
Sugar Cane Prices Boanl be informed that 
the cx-senice men clifl not require this Act to 
be continued. Let me point out that in these 
ciTcumstances it is the vendor of the farm 
who is in trouble because the cune may have 
Tcached a certain period of growth. A ncriod 
of six weeks must elapse before he eau sign 
a eontl'nct of sale ancl after the purchaser 
has signecl he is notified by the representative 
of the Centr:o.l Boarcl, in most cases the local 
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C.P.S., that he must attend at a certain 
place to answer questions in connection with 
the purehase of the farm. He is asked all 
manner of questions and I am satisfied that 
even the Gestapo could not do a better ;job 
in this connection than the Central Sugar 
Cane Prices Board does. Then the property 
must be valued and that amounts to con­
siderable expense, perhaps between £15 and 
£25. 

It is not always convenient for a valuer to 
go out perhaps 50 or 60 miles. Many of these 
men have waited for two or three weeks. I 
know many ex-service men who have bought 
two or three farms and paid two or three 
valuation fees because the board has knocked 
the proposed sale back, as it believed the 
price was too high. Then these ex-service 
, men have bought other farms and gone 
through the same formalities again. I know 
one of these men in the Mackay district who 
had paid three valuation fees and finished up 
without a farm but was lucky enough subse­
quently to draw a sugar block in the North. 
It would not matter so much if the board 
took notice of these valuations but it does 
not. It really takes no notice of them what­
soever. 

lUr. Walsh: Do not the growers' and 
millers' representatives decide iU 

~Ir. LLOYD ROBERTS: Will anyone tell 
me that anybody sitting on a board in Bris­
bane can tell the value of a farm~ The 
board instructs an approved valuer to go out 
to the farm under offer. ·would not that 
approyed valuer's valuation be a better 
measure of the value of the farm than that 
of the board~ Of conrse it would. I have 
one or two valuations in my possession. Here 
is an example of one. The cane farm was 
bought by an ex-service man named .Toe 
Lamb. It had a 300-ton peak and Lamb was 
buying it for £2,100. This valuer, Mr. Dray­
man, is one of Mackay 's approved valuers, 
and it would not be an exaggeration to say 
that he has valued at least 500 farms. The 
total area of the farm was 111 acres. The 
council valuation was £120, while the cultiva­
tion and assignment were valued at £SOO, the 
equivalent of about £8 an acre. The total 
value of the land was £920. The crop was 
valued at £329 10s., fencing at £50, 'mter 
supply, including well, engine and a couple of 
1,000 gallon tanks, at £162, fon~· draft horses 
£15 each, a pony £4 1 Os., Improvements, 
including a house insured for £800, £810, 
and a wash-house and bathroom, £13 Jns. 
The total value of the improvements was 
£1,003 and the plant and equipment £30:3. 
One appreciates that he coc1ld not buy Yery 
much plant at £303. This plant incluc1ec1 a 
Fordson tractor, which was sold later fer 
£80. The total valuation was £2,832 7s. It 
was sold, as I sai(l before, for £2,100, but 
the Central Sugar Cane Price~ Board knochc1 
the sale back as the price was too high. 
Then, after a lot of mucking about, it agreed 
to pass the sale at £2,000. Do you think 
the board would be sufficiently good enough 
judges ·within £100 when it had already 
authorised the farm to be valued by an 
approved valuer~ This just illustrates its 
inconsistency. 

I could bring evidence of dozens of cases 
like this. Here is one that is perhaps in 
reverse and indicates how entirely incon­
sistent the board is. You cannot pin it down 
on any matter of valuation. As a matter of 
fact, it will start talking to you about £6 10s. 
or £7 a ton of peak, plus the value of the 
crop. That is absolutely ridiculous, because 
you could have two farms, one alongside the 
other, with perhaps identical ground, bnt 
the improvements may be entirely different, 
yet the board is going to try and work it out 
on the same basis. 

lUr. Aikens: One might have a big home 
and the other a humpy. 

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: Quite correct. 
I will quote you something that is an absolute 
disgrace. A farm was recently sold at 
Baker's Creek, 7 miles from Mackay, with 
a bitumen road leading to it, for £12,000. 
That was in February, 1946. It had an 
assigned area of 185 acres and a peak of 
171 tons of sugar, which is near enough to 
1,200 tons of cane. The sale of this 
farm was carried out by a very reputable 
firm, Henry L. Black, of Mackay, who have 
been established since 1881. The valuation 
of the property included-

Land 
Clearing and ARsignment 
Crop 
Oi trus Trees 
Pencing 
Livestock 

£ 
1,138 
5,700 
1,539 

12 
245 
420 

5 
0 
0 
0 
() 

0 
Buildings, &c. 

s. d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
() 

() 

0 2,389 15 

I might mention there were three houses on 
this property. 

Plant and Equipment 
Water Supply 
Portable Tramline 

Total .. 

£ s. d. 
1,075 19 0 

272 12 0 
200 0 0 

0 .£12,992 11 0 

That was sent down to the Central Board at 
£1?,000 and it ';·as knocked back because the 
pnce wa~ too high. 

:\Jr. Enms: Was a soldier buying it? 

Jir. LLOYD ROBERTS: I do not thi~k 
so. I do not know whether he was a soldier 
or not. On a figure of £12,000, with a 1,200-
ton peak, it virtually worked out at. about 
£10 a ton of peak; and there was a bitumen 
road to it. That is not the end of the story, 
because in January, 1949 another firm of 
con1mission agents sold it for £14,500, and 
in --between times one of the houses had been 
mov0d off the property, so instead of having 
three houses there it had then two houses. 

lUr. Aikens: The same farm peak? 

l\Ir. LLOYD ROBERTS: The same farm 
peak entirely. 

l\Ir. Walsh: The same crop? 
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~Ir. LLOYD ROBERTS: The crop in 
.1946 \Yas 2,235 tons, and I understand the 
crop in 1949 was not as high. On this 
occasion the board that knocked it back at 
£12,000 three years earlier passeil it at 
£14,500 with a house taken off the property. 
What have hon. members to say about that 
inconsistency' 

The hon. member for Mourilyan in his 
maiden speech in this Chamber made refer­
ence to sugar land as being sold at £300 an 
.acre. Later he made another reference to 
the same thing. Of course it \Vas a ridicu­
lously misleading and dangerous statement to 
make. When people in the South read of this 
sort of thing it looks ridiculous. In all fair­
ness, if the farmer sold at this figure or any­
where near it he should have made it per­
fectly clear and been perfectly frank, when 
he said at so much an acre, that it included 
all improvements. He should have made it 
plain that it included tractors, trucks, cars 
and everything on it. But he did not say 
that. ·I doubt seriously whether any land in 
any sugar area is bringing anywhere near 
that figure. 

I have referred to a property whose price 
in the first instance was considered excessive 
by the Central Board and later was passed 
at a higher figure. This property is only 
seven miles out of Mackay, connected with a 
bitumen road. It could be said it was in a 
Mackay suburb. This farm was submitted 
at a valuation of £12,000. There were 185 
acres of assignment. I do not know the full 
area of the property but it is about 300 to 
400 acres. It was sold at £12,000, including 
all improvements, such as these three houses 
and every bit of plant, and including the 
crops it worked out at £65 an acre. If an 
hon. member wishes to compare the figures for 
the land itself, the land is put at £1,138. 

1\Ir. Aikens: You mean £65 an assigned 
acre~ 

JUr. LI,OYD ROBERTS: That is what it 
works out at.. Taking the land at £1,138 and 
allowing another £5,700 for clearing, cultiva­
tion and assignment the land alone works out 
per assigned acre at £37. 

1\Ir. Aikens: It might be swamp country. 

~Ir. LLOYD ROBERTS: It is not. Now 
let us take the other valuation, at Gargett 
with a 300 ton peak. Altogether there are 
111 acres. The whole of this propert:', includ­
ing the house at £800 and every bit of plant 
and equipment, was submitted at £2,100. That 
works out at £19 an acre. 

I will now give the committee another 
valuation. This is a large property, with a 
total area of 199 acres, 92 of which are 
assigned, situated in the Mia Mia area. The 
council valuation of the land was £700. The 
total for clearing, cultivation, assignment-
24 acres of rich creek fiats at £22 an acre­
was £528. 

There were 23 acres of good forest land 
at £:20 an acre, making a total of £460, 38 
acres of second-class forest land at £15 an 
acre, making a total of £570. There was a 

total of £1 ,558 for clearing, cultivation, 
assignment, &c., and any man who knows 
anything about land will know that the 
grubbing and clearing of this land could 
certainly not have been done rheaper. The 
highest price of the land is £22 an acre and 
the lowest £15 an acre and if you take the 
£701 council valuation plus the clearing, 
grubbing and assignment, &c., you get a 
total of £2,259, which on 199 acres works 
out at an average of £11 an acre. And if 
you go further and take the whole of the 
equipment with it, and. on this one there is 
a crop valued at £2,684 5s. and fencing at 
£25, a \Yater supply at £114 and an orchard 
at £40 10s., and a dwelling house--

JUr. Jesson: Has somebody gone broke~ 

3Ir. LLOYD ROBERTS: Nobody has gone 
broke. This property has been handed down 
from father to mother and son and the son 
is on it at the pre,ent time. I was saying 
that the dwelling house \YUS valued at i916. 

A Government ~Iember interjected. 

:3Ir. LLOYD ROBERTS: I can only tell 
the hon. member these things; I cannot give 
him the brains to unum·stand them. The 
total yaluation was £8,599 6s. which means 
that taking the whole lot, including the 
furniture in the home, the whole property 
worked out at. "'.43 an acre. 

l'llr. Aikens: Per assigned acre? 

lUr. LLOYD JWBERTS: Not per 
assigned ac1·e. That value would be about 
£86. 

Jir. Byrne: What is the average pro­
duction~ 

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: I can give the 
hon. member that, too. It was a place with 
a peak of 124 tons of sugar-near enough 
to 858 tons. In 1937 it produced 1,217 tons, 
in 1938 1,287 tons, in 1939 1,432 tons, in 
1940 1,470 tons, in 1941 1,015, in 1942 981 
tons, in 1943 839 tons, in 1944 879 tons, in 
1945 670 tons, in 1946 935 tons, in 1947 
643 tons, and in 1948 1,060 tons. In other 
words, there was an average production of 
1,044 tons over 12 years. The Central Sugar 
Cane Prices Board approved of the sale. 

To summarise the whole position, I think 
it is time that this Gove,rnment appointed a 
commission to inquire into the activities of 
the Central Sugar Cane Prices Board and 
this reallocation of peaks. 

A Government ~Iember: And the co­
operative mills~ 

JUr. LLOYD ROBERTS: The hon. mem­
ber need not \Yorry about them, because I 
am satisfied every co-operative mill would 
welcome the inquiry. 

A commission should be appointed to 
inquire into this matter and into the reallo­
cation of peaks; not a white-washing com­
mission, which is the usual set-up, but a 
commission that will go into this matter and 
decide \Yhy these people with assignments of 
perhaps 10, 12 or 14 acres are not entitled 



850 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.j Naming of Member. 

to increases in their peaks. To tell you the 
truth, my own candid opinion is that the 
Central Board intended to lift these small 
growers up, but after giving this big hand­
out to the C.S.R. Company it discoyered 
that there was not enough left to distribute 
all round. It fell down on the job and 
some poor fool had to get the axe. It looks 
as if the poor little fellow with an assign­
ment of less than 15 acres >Yas the one to· 
get the axe. That is a crying shame and 
this Government must take full responsi­
bility for it, because the Central Board is 
their set-up. As I said before, the Govem· 
ment are entirely responsible, as the 
board's decisions must be confirmed by the 
Goven10r in Council, particularly those 
under Section 12A of the Act. 

lUr. J. R. TAYLOR (Balonne) (9.16 
p.m.): I ~hould like to add my congratu­
lations to the Treasurer for the .excellent 
Budaet that he has brought down. From 
liste~ing to the Opposition, one would tl~ink 
that it was a disastrous Budget, but I beheYe 
that as time goes on it will prove quite 
satisfactory to all concerned. ·when we take 
into consideration the· difficult times 
through which we are passing, it would 
appear that Opposition members are speak· 
ing >Yith their tongues in their cheeks when 
they condemn the :E'inancial Statement. I 
haYe been listening to members of the 
Opposition for many years, and I have come 
to the conclusion that thev all come here 
with the full intention of being "knockers." 

JUr. §parkes: Why be nasty? 

'rhe CJUIRJIA~: Order! 

l\Ir. J. R. 'l'AYLOit: By that I mean 
that they come here \Yith the expTess inten­
tion of pulling the Government to piece~ on 
every oceasion---

J[r. Simrkes: Every time you come in 
here you want to be nasty. 

Tile CHAIRJUN: Order! 

Mr •• J. R. TAYLOR: When I look round 
this Chamber and consider the financial 
position of hon. members opposite, it would 
appear that Queensland has been very good 
to them and I do not think they ha,-e any 
reason for squealing. l\Iany of them came to 
Queensland broke hut today they are very 
wealthy. To me, that is proof that we have 
here a good, sound Government. My friend 
on the left mentioned the hon. member for 
Aubigny. Vl'e all know that he came to 
Queensland broke-the rabbits in New South 
\Vales sent him broke-Yet he is one of the 
wealthiest men in Quee~1sland today. That 
is not a bad aclYertisement for Queensland. 
You can carry your swag into Queens· 
land-~ 

lUr. Aikens: And drive a Rolls Royce 
out! 

J\Ir. J. R. TAYI,OR: You can drive not 
only a Rolls Royce, but quite a few motor­
cars. T'hat is proof that Queensland is an 
excellent State. Such a thing is not pecu­
liar to one member of the Opposition, but 

has happened in many instances. The col­
lective wealth of Opposition members 
today would amount to many hundreds of 
thousands of pounds, probably millions. 
(Opposition laughter). Although they have 
done >reil in Queensland, they have not a 
good word to say for Queensland or its 
Government. 

The Queensland Labour Government have 
been in po1Hr for a number of years and with 
the exception of the period 1929-32, eYeryone 
has done pretty well. 

J\Ir. Sparkes interjected. 

The CHAIR:IIAN: Order! 

}[r. J. R. TAYLOR: I am not going to 
deal with those years; they are years that I 
want to forget. 

JUr. Sparkes interjected. 

The CHAIRlliAN: Order! 

llir. J. R. TAYLOR: During those years 
I carried my swag and could not get a job 
in Queensland. I wanted to work. 

:Ur. Sparkes interjected. 

'l'he CHAIR:IIAN: Order! 

:lfr. J. R. TAYLOR: I was regarded as 
a good shearer. 

3Ir. Sparkes interjected. 

The CHAHDIAN: Order! I want to 
warn hon. members that if an hon. member 
interjects again while another member is 
speaking I shall name him. 

)Jr. J. R. TAYLOR: I carried my swag 
from outside Sydney almost to ,T ulia Creek 
and could not get n job during 1929·32. 

}Ir. SIJarl.:es interjected. 

XA:MIXG OF l\1EJ\1BER. 

'1'he CHAIRJUAN: Order! I name the 
hon. member for Aubigny for disregarding 
the authority of the Chair. 

The House resumecl. 

Tlle CHAIRlUAX: Mr. Speaker, I have 
to report that I have named the hon. member 
for Aubigny for disregarding the authority 
of the Chair. 

Hon. E. :JI. HANLON (Ithaca-Premier) 
(9.22 p.m.): I hope the hon. member for 
Aubigny will regret his continual interfer­
ence and repeated disregard of the authority 
of the Chair when there have been requests 
fo1· order. I know that frequently he 
endeavours to be facetious. Still, I hope that 
he will make amends for his conduct. 

j}Ir. SPARII:ES (Aubigny) (9.23 p.m.): 
What does Mr. Speaker want me to do? 

lUr. SPEAKER: Apologise for disregard­
ing the authority of the Chair. 

IUr. SPARKES: I apologise for it. 
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SUPPLY. 

CO~DIITTEE-FINANCIAL STATEMENT­
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Farrell, 
MarylJOrough, in the chair.) 

Debate resumed from 24 October see 
page 850) on ~fr. Gair 's motion-

'' That there be granted to His Majesty 
for the service of the year 1950-51 a sum 
not exceeding £643 to defray the salary of 
tl1e Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency the 
Governor.'' 

lUr. J. R. TAYLOR: I had said that I 
regaTded Queensland as being a very good 
State. I hncl said that I canied my swag 
from Sydney to Julia Creek during the period 
1929-32 •Yhen the Moore Government were in 
power. \Ve do not want to go back to those 
days and despite what hon. memheTs opposite 
may say, the people of Queensland are satisfied 
·with the Labour Government. If they are 
not satisfied with the way in which they: are 
govemed they are not obliged to remain here. 
WheneveT I have had the opportunity of 
addressing a meeting of shearers, drovers, 
road woTkeTs or other people and I have come 
in contact with a Communist I have tendered 
the same advice to him-that if he is not 
satisfied ·with the government of Australia he 
is not obliged to remain in the country. And 
I now Axtend the same advice to hon. mem­
bers opposite if they are sincere in their 
belief that Queensland is a bad State, that it 
is not being governed properly although they 
have done pretty "'ell here, then lot them get 
out too. 

We hear from time to time in this ChambeT 
quite a lot about the Communists and the 
Labour Party. On the last occasion on 
which I spoke I decla.red myself, and I 
believe every member of my party did also, 
as to my attitude against the Communists. 
I mentioned on that occasion that there were 
men in this Chamber tonight who have gone 
out into the highways and byways, not only 
of Queensland but other parts of the Com­
monwealth :md fought the Communists. I 
ask any member of the Opposition to stand 
up in his place in this Chamber and tell us 
what he has done to fight the Communists. 
I have not seen anybody standing up. As I 
have said, we have members on this side of 
the House who have gone onto the jobs 
wherever they may be and fought the Com­
munists, not only verbally but knuckled up 
to them out on the grass. I have yet to 
hear any member of the Opposition who is 
anxious to link us ·with the Communists say 
he has done that. My friends the hon. 
member for Barcoo, the Secretary for Public 
Instruction, the Secretary for Labour and 
Industry, the hon. member for \Varrego, the 
hon. member for Bunda berg, and the hon. 
member for Windsor have gone out ::n<l 
fought the Communists, but I do not know 
of anv occasion on which any member of 
the Opposition has gone out mid taken them 
on. I am going to say, too, that no-on0 r'ln 
class me as being quarrelsome. I prefer 
sidestepping an argument or a brawL I 
have not shown that I am quanelsome, but 
I am going to issue a challenge to any mem-

ber of the Opposition, particularly those \rho 
interject and especially the h01!· member for 
Chennside, that if at any tnne they are 
prepared to go out and fight the Communists 
I am prepared to go with them. 

Jir. Dewar: Give Menzies a go. 

Jir. J. R. TAYLOR: If the hon. member 
cares to go ,vherevcr the Communists are 
congregated, I will go ":ith. him. He c.an­
not siclcstep that. Let lnrn hold a meetmg 
with the hon. member for Kedron ancl I 
will go •vith them. 

I\Ir. Dewar: Then you would be with us 
at the double dissolution. 

1Ur. J. R. TAYLOR: I shall be with the 
hon. member when he goes out and holcls his 
meeting with the Communists. I have hem·d 
the hon. member interject about the Com­
munists; in fact, I have heard a lot of inter­
jections about the Communists. As I have 
said, I am not quarrelsome :md I 1\'0uld 
rather sidestep an aTgumcnt than engage in 
one but if the hon. member for Chermside 
wiil go out to '"here the Communists con­
gregate I will go \\'ith him. If he wants 
to go out to the waterfront I will go with 
him. We will see then who is game to stand 
up to the Communists and who is not. I 
am sure that every member of my paTty 
will be prepared to go \Yith him. 

At different times I ha.-e heard n great 
deal said about the development of (the 
North. The North needs to be developed. 
I have lived a good deal of my life in. the 
X orth, as a few years ago I shore nght 
through the North. The North never 
a ppearecl to me to be such a bad place as 
thev would have us believe. While the 
N oith, from the angle of defence, nee~s 
some strengthening, I cannot agree that 1t 
is the terrible place that they would have. us 
believe I believe this Government are clomg 
everytl;ing possible, without any aid !rom 
the Federal Goyernment, to make the l\o~th 
safer than it is at present. I do not th1?k 
there is any doubt at all that the Premier 
was promised suppOTt from. the Federal 
Go•·ernment for his Burdekm s:heme. !'­
definite assurance was given to hm1 and It 
looks now as though this State. wo':-ld have 
to carry on and build the clam 1.tself .. I am 
quite satisfied that this St~te w1ll b~nld the 
Burclekin clam, winch will be of g1 eat 
benefit to the northern part of Queensland. 

When I sit and listen to statements by 
hon. members opposite about the North and 
what they say has happened, I wonder 
whether they ever gave any ~hought t? .the 
·west. There is no argument, m my opnnon, 
but that the West is the backbone of Queens­
land. I would say that the inland areas ()f 
the States are the backbone of those States, 
because it is in those areas that the wealth 
is produced and it is from ~hem th::t the 
city derives its living. You Will :find, If you 
take figures over a period of years, that w~en 
the inland areas of this State are f!ounsh­
ing the cities are flourishing likewise, and 
when the people in the inland are having ''a 
bad trot" it is reflected in the cities. 

ilir. Aikens: The ports live on their back 
country. 
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Jir. J. R. TAYLOR: I agree with that. 
I believe that the wealth is produced there 
anil that the coast areas Jive on the inland 
areas. As I pointed out if the inland areas 
are flourishing the citie~ also are having a 
prosperous time. 

I am not going to agree that this Govern­
r.nent have not been sympathetic with the 
~nland areas or the shire coun0ils in the 
mland areas of this State. I told the 
Chamber on a previous occasion how this 
Government have given money to the shires 
by way of loans and subsidies and the shires 
have not been able to spend it. That has 
not happened in only one or two shires· it 
has happened. in many. I clo not think ~ny­
body can fairly accuse the Government of 
being miserly with the shires in the inland 
areas. Some would argue that with man­
power and machinery shortages they cannot 
spend the money. I agree. I know that to 
b_e correct and so do members of the Opposi­
!wn, but they are not game enough to admit 
It. But I cannot agree that the inland areas 
or the shire councils in the inland areas have 
not been reasonably treated by the Govern­
ment. In my own electorate-and I do not 
want t_o flog it; I have told the Chamber 
about It before-I know of the monpv that 
has been spent. I know that in St. George 
the Governn;ent. are building perhaps one of 
the best wens m Queensland, with an over­
head bridge. We have been unlucky on 
account of_ t~e heav;y floods for 12 months, 
but no~ It. Is gettmg towards completion. 
The "l~eir Will back up the water for about 
11 miles. I could continue to enumerate 
w~at the Government have done in the inland 
shues. Hon. members opposite who criticise 
th.e Government for niggardliness and 
miserly treatment of local authorities do not 
speak the truth. 

I ~uppose. my next submission to ;the 
Committee Will draw howls of lament from 
m~mbPrs of the Opposition. However, that 
Will not P.r~vent me from putting forward 
my propositiOn. It is time the Government 
C?nsidered rentals for Crown lands. In the 
cueymstances this . would be only right. A 
chmrman of a shue,. when commenting on 
a proposal .to put shue rates up, said that 
l~cal-nythont)· rrrtes are today only a little 
bit lnghe;· than they were when graziers 
WPre gettmg 1s. and Is. 3cl. a pound for 
wool. Today they arc getting 10s. a pound. 
As I have contended, it is time the Govern­
ment considered the rentals for Crown lallll. 
Today prices f?r primary products haYe 
re~ched .an all-tune record. Probably such 
~nccs will never be heard of again in ouT 
hves. I knrw ~he hon. member for Aubigny 
would not be I!l favour of my suggestion. 
Today these pnmaTy producers are getting 
10 times as much for the wool as they got 
a few years ago but they pay only the same 
rentals and local-authoTitv rates as they did. 
If they wer_e fair they "would be prepaTed 
to pay 10 times the amount or rental they 
pay now. Of couTse, they \voulrl not do 
that. · 

:IIr. Brown: The rent should be on a 
sliding scale. 

lUr. J. R. TAYLOR: Yes. When prices 
were goil}g down the rcntals would be 

reduced and ':·hen prices were increasing the 
rents would mCI·ease. The Government are 
~ntitlec1 to a shaTe in the prospeTity of the 
mdustry. Today they are not getting it. 
I have not been in this Parliament so very 
long but during that time I have had to 
go to the PTemier on two occasions to ask 
foT relief for starving stock and for daiTy· 
men. 'When they are in tTOuble they want 
Government aid but when prices aTe increas­
ing they would not have the Govemment 
enjoy any of their prosperity. There should 
be some system by which rentals increased 
during periods of pTosperity snch as the 
State is now enjoying. This will have to be 
done. The chairman- of the shire comicil to 
which I refer, in the discussion I had with 
him, said that the graziers were squealing 
because of the increase in council rates. He 
pointed out that the rates should be incTeased 
as things hncl increased in price and the 
council had to paY ever so mnch more to 
meet its commitments than two or three 
years ago. 

He said that if we put up the mtes we 
should be the worst in the world lmt they 
are getting ten times as much for their 
pToduct today as they got before. \Ve never 
thought that we should live to see the day 
when wool would reach its present level and 
we never thought "\Ye should see the clay 
when shearing "\Yould be at the price at "IYhich 
it is today. 

3Ir. Sparkes: What is worrying you? 

3Ir. J. R. TAYLOR: I should certainly 
make more monev if I were back shearing 
than here. • 

}fr. Sparkes: What are you moaning 
about~ 

~Ir. J. R. TAYLOR: I am well satisfied. 
I nm doing nll right nncl I do not think 
anybody is doing better than I am. I have 
no fault to find with the Labour Govern­
ment. The hon. member is doing better 
than I am doing and I am doing all right. 
The hon. member never thought he would 
see bullocks at £40 and wool to over 200d. 
a lb. 

Mr. Sparkes: I am not moaning. 

}Ir. J. R. TAYLOR: And I am not moan­
ing. The hon. member is moaning about 
the Government all the time and saying 
nothing is right about the Government. I 
believe it is necessary that this Goyernment, 
in any other direction where the producer 
is getting a benefit, should get a share of 
the money. vVe haYc heard squeals ancl 
wails from the Opposition about the Govern­
ment and what the GoYornment have been 
doing but when we look round we see that 
hon. members opposite are doing all right 
and they are not going without. They are 
doing all right for themseJyes and I really 
think they are only trying to ''knock'' 
Queensland. I believe that on the presenta­
tion of the next Financial Statement we 
shall find that all t11P things the:· hf!Ye said 
about the Government will have been proved 
false nnd the next Finnncial Statement will 
be a lJctter one than that now before us. 

Progress reported. 
'l'he House adjourned at 9.45 p.m. 




