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Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. J. H. Mann, Bris-
bane) took the chair at 11 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
AERTAL DROPPING OF DINGO BAITS.

HMr. HILEY (Coorparoo), for Mr.
NICKLIN (Landsborough—Leader of the
Opposition) asked the Secretary for Publie
Lands and Irrigation—

‘“As T have received a complaint from a
resident of the Cloncurry distriet that dingo
baits were dropped in his orchard, close to
his house, and also in a soak in the ereek
from which his drinking water is obtained,
will he kindly advise what instruetions are
issued regarding aerial dropping of such
baits, and what precautions are taken to
ensure that human beings and domestic
animals are not included in the kill?’’

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Belyando) replied—

‘“The pilot of the aireraft engaged in
the aerial poisoning campaign is instructed
that baits are not to be laid within 15
miles of any township or within 5 miles
of any station homestead or station
outhuildings or within 2 miles pf any
watercourse, tank, dam, or other water
facility, Information supplied +to the
Department by the Government Analyst
indicates that the risk of poisoning human
beings or stock by the baits used is
negligible.’’

SHORTAGE OF OXY-ACETYLENE (aS.
Mr. BJELKE-PETERSEN (Barambah)

asked the Premier—

‘1. In view of the serious shortage of
oxy-acetylene gas for industrial purposes,
mainly 1n the ease of small garages and
other small workshops, will he kindly have
this matter investigated and advise (a)
where and by whom is this produet manu-
factured, and (b) can anything be done
by the Government to secure a fairer allo-
eation to the small users T have mentioned?

““2. Ts production of the gas in question
of a monopolistic nature and, if so, is the
mounopoly due to patent rights? If not,
what is the reason®’’

Hon., E. M. HANLON (Ithaca) replied—

‘¢1. (a) The prineipal supplier of acety-
lene gas and the only manufacturer of
oxygen gas in Queensland is Commonwealth
1950—2 &

Industrial Gases Litd., of Breakfast Creek,
Road, Newstead, Brishane. At the present
time their plant manufacturing oxygen
and acetylene gas is located in Brisbane,
but the company has already installed, in
Townsville, a plant for the production of
oxygen gas which it hopes will be in pro-
duction within a few months, and which
is to be followed shortly by a plant for
the production of acetylene. It also has
plans for the installation of a similar
plant for the production of both oxygen
and acetylene at Roekhampton within the
near future. (&) The main drawback to
inereased supplies of gas is the acute
shortage of ecylinders. The company pro-
poses as from 1 November, 1950, to
institute a new system of supply to its
customers which will, it is hoped, ensure a
more rapid turnover of cylinders. This
action, together with the commeneement of
production of gas in Townsville which will
release more eylinders because of the saving
in time now being taken to freight
cylinders to and from North Queensland
will, it is hoped, do much to ease the
situation.

¢¢2, Although there is only one firm in
Queensland produeing oxygen in commer-
cial quantities, several firms manufaeture
their own acetylene gas from small plants.
Neither process is protected by patent
rights and any person is free to engage in
manufacture at any time.’’

ErrFecr oF WAGE INCREASES ON BUDGET.
Mr. MUNRO (Toowong) asked the

Treasurer—

‘‘Having regard to the statement in his
Budget Speech of 17 October, 1950, that
‘No provision has been made anticipating
variations of awards resulting from appli-
cations which will be before the court
during the course of the financial year,’
will he inform the House—

¢¢1. Approximately to what extent would
the Budget defieit of £767,825 have been
increased if provision had been made for
expected variations of awards as above
referred to?

¢¢2. Similarly what would be the esti-
mated increased expenditure resulting from
such anticipated variations of awards if
such variations were effective for a full
year instead of for a portion only of the
financial period?’’
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Hom. VY. €. GAIR
replied—

‘1. It is not known to what extent the
Budget defleit for 1950-51 is likely to be
increased by variations of Awards result-
ing from applications whieh will be before
the State Industrial Court during the
financial year, and any attempt at such
an estimation by me would be improper.
As the hon. member iz aware the Court
makes judgments based on the evidence
before it, and the estimation of any addi-
tional eost involved in the present applica-
’ccmnst must await the decisions of the

ourt.

¢¢2. See amswer to No. (1.)
OPEN-CUT MINING.

Mr. PIE (Kedron) asked the Premier—

““In regard to an opinion expressed to
me that open-cut mining in Great Britain
might be diseontinued in or about 1952,
are there any negotiations in progress for
the transference of open-cut” plant and
personnel from Britain to Queensiand? If
s0, will he give the House full details?’’

(South Brisbane)

[ASSEMBLY.]

Papers.

¢¢92, The total cost of land is not yet
known, and I do not propose to give any
information not based on facts.

€¢3. As is the custom with contractors
at present, they require to be indemnified
against any increases in the cost of labour
and/or materials fram the date of tender
and during the curreney of the contract.
Similarly, the other party to the contraet
would receive the benefit of any decrease
in the cost of labour and/or materials.

¢‘4, Houses are of two, three, and four
bedroom types, and inelude living room,
bathroom, kitchen and laundry. Floor
areas range froms 917 square feet to 1,170
square feet for the Swedish houses, and
909 square feet to 1,110 square feet for
the French houses.

¢¢5. First shipment of the French houses
hag left France and is expected in Bris-
bane on 15 December, 1950. First ship-
ment of the Swedish houses is expected to
leave Sweden in the first week of December,
1950.7°

CostT or Main Roaps, NorTH QUEENSLAND.

HMr. LLOYD ROBERTS (Whitsunday): 1
desire to ask the Treasurer whether he has
sn answer to the following question, which
T addressed to him on 19 October—

““Will he supply the costs of construe-
tion and rceonditioning of roads under the
jurisdiction of the Main Roads Commission
as follows:—(a) Townsville south to
Mackay; (b) Townsville west to Claremont
and Hughenden; and (¢) Townsville north
to Cairns?’’

Hon, V. €. GAIR
replied
‘‘Qinee ineeption of the Main Roads
Commission until 30 June, 1950, the follow-
ing amounts have been expended on per-
manent works and maintenanec as set out
below :—

Hon. E M. HANLON (Ithaca) replied—

‘‘Neither the Queensland Coal Board
nor the Department of Mines knows of
any negotiations in progress for the trans-
ference of open-eut plant and personnel
from Britain to Queensland.’’

PREFABRICATED Howzs,

Mr. PIE (Kedron) asked
for fublic Works, I‘IO%lSing ax1dt%%c§1€€}roevt;§¥
ment—

““1. In further reference to my question
of 17 Qectober coneerning the ilrx);p((l)rtation
and erection of prefabricated homes, from
the information he supplied, will these
homes cost, without Government subsidy,
£2,159 each, and with Commonwealth sub-
sidy, £1,859, excluding cost of land, fene-
ing, sewerage installation, fittings, and
furnishings?

(South Brisbane)

€2, Can he give any approximation of Perman- }  yrain
< o g — p Total.

what the total cost of these homes indi- W%Irlltgs. tenance. ota
vidually ready to occupy, will be to the 2 % .
purchaser, including land, fenecing, sewer- ’ 1 505 0,889
age, fittings, and furnishings? 1. T%xg?:gélle to 806,377 184,505 990,882

€¢3. Will he explain the term ‘plus rise 2. Bowen  t0 83,186 20,027 | 112,213
and fall’ used in his reply as to the net 3 Pﬁ;rs(ésgi%éle ol 432397 | 113.654 | 545,081
estimated cost of these homes? " " Mackay ’ ’ o

€“4. Can he state what will be the number . -
of rooms and the squares of each of these 1,321,800 | £327,188 1£1,649,076
“homes?

-¢¢5. When does he expect delivery of the PAPERS.

homes?’’

Hon. P. J. R. HILTOXN

replied—
€1, The average cost per house is

£2,159, excluding Commonwealth Govern-

ment subsidy, and £1,859 with the subsidy.

Sueh prices include fencing, drainage,

water and electric light services, and

fittings (bath, electric stove, electric bath

heater, electric wash boilefr)‘ Theise arg

the first large contracts for supply an

erection of imported prefabricatSd houses 1946 _(12 Oetc')ber).

entered into by any State of the Common- Orders in Council under—

wealth, and are at better prices than The Aliens Aects, 1867 to 1948 (12

obtained by any other State. Oectober (2)).

The following paper was laid on the table,

and ordered to be printed—

Order in Couneil under the Primary
Producers’ Organisation and Marketing
Acts, 1926 to 1946 (12 October).

Report of the Seeretary for Public Instrue-
tion for the year 1949.

The following papers were laid on the

table—

Regulations under the Gas Acts, 1916 to

(Carnarvon)



Death of Hon. F. H. Walker,

The Maintenance Orders (Facilities for
Enforcement) Aet of 1921 (12
October).

DEATH OF HON. H. F. WALKER.
MoTioN OF CONDOLENCE.

Hon. E., M. HANLON (Ithaca—Premier)
{11.14 am.), by leave, wichout notice: I
move—

¢¢1. That this House desires to place on
record its appreeiation of the servieces ren-
dered to this State by the late Honourable

Harry Frederick Walker, a former Mem-

ber of the Parliament of Queensland and

a Minister of the Crown.

¢“2. That Mr. Speaker be. requested to
couvey to the widow and family of the
deeceased gentleman the above resolution,
together with an expression of the sym-
pathy and sorrow of the Members of the

Parliament of Queensland, in the loss they

have sustained.’’

The late Mr., Walker was {first elected as
member for Wide Bay on 18 May, 1907, and
represented that electorate through the 16th,
17th and 18th Parliaments. When the
electorate of Cooroora was constituted under
the Eleetoral Distriets Aet of 1910, as from
the beginning of the 19th Parliament, he
became its first member and represented it
without a break until he retired at the end
of the 30th Parliament on 3 May, 1947. The
late gentleman served continuously through
fifteen Parliaments and for a period of 39
years 351 days—a record for Queensland. He
was Secretary for Agriculture and Stock in
the Moore Ministry and held ministerial office
from 21 May, 1929, to 17 June, 1932.

The late Mr., Walker was in this House
recently enough for quite a number of the
present members to have known him well
He was a very kindly gentleman, and in the
hectic days of the depression when the Moore
(Government were in office, he was one of
the Ministers who made very few mistakes
in his administration. He was always courte-
ous to members, and I have a very kindly
memory of hig courtesy to me on numerous
occasions, when T represented the Opposition
and he represented the Government at pub-
lic gatherings. That was a task that devolved
on me quite frequently in those days, as it
did also on Mr. Walker as the representative
of the Government, and I personally appre-
ciated his courtesy to me on every occasion
on which we came together on behalf of our
respective parties in the Parliament of this
State.

The late Mr. Walker made very few
enemies. He was in office at a very hard
time when the Government of the day were
subjeeted to intense criticism, but Harry
‘Walker, as we all knew him, was one of
those men who took everything in good part
and, in the main, maintained a sound friend-
ship with members of the House. He gave @
very long service to Parliament—he was here
for almost 40 years—and during that time
he was a very faithful representative of the
electorates he represented, and I am sure
that irrespective of the political outlook of
his constituents, none of them could ever say
that he neglected them or their interests.

[24 OcroBER.]
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Mr. HILEY (Coorparoo) (11.17 am.): I
rise to support the motion moved by the
Premier. During the firgt three years that
I served in this Parliament the late Harry
Walker was the member for Cooroora, and I
think all of us who were here during his
period in this House have a clear mental
picture of his sitting in that echaracteristie
attitude of his on the right-hand end of this
benech. He was hard of hearing and had a
little trick of sitting in a certain way; I can
close my eyes and quite easily see Iarry
Walkcer, just as he sat there yeats ago.

I came to knmow the late Harry Walker
exceedingly well, as much after he left this
Parliament as when he was here, and the
thing that inpressed me about him was that
he was a man who, having had a very hard
and a very rough life in his early days, had

learnt from his experience to become
ome of the most gentle men of my
acquaintance. He was not weak in his

approach to anything; on the contrary, he
was essentially strong, whilst preferring to
adopt a gentle approach to everyone, which
I think is the truest kind of gentlemanliness
one can meet.

Another impression that the late Harry
Walker left with me was his ever-ready sense
of humour. I was present with other hon.
members of thig Parliament on the occasion
of the dinner tendered to him at Tewantin
on his retirement. He told us of a series of
episodes in the various elections he fought
and 1 can remember the flashing humour
with which he told us about some of them.
One that remains in my memory dealt with
an occasion on whieh his opponent was not
well known in the distriet, and the first town
he visited in that widespread electorate was
Tewantin. He was attempting to cover a
large area under great difficulty, and the
late Harry Walker met him, learnt of his
trouble and said, ‘‘Don’t worry, I will lend
you a horse to help you to cover the dis-
trict.”” However, he did not tell his opponent
that he was lending him a horse that Harry
Walker himself had ridden at every show
ring in the distriet for years. It was typical
of the impish humour of the man that he
could remember such an incident with keen
delight and appreciation.

The late Harry Walker was a superb judge
of country. As you know, Sir, he started
work in Gympie in the decline of its mining
days and witnessed the temporary eclipse of
that great town, but he also contributed to
its rebirth in the development of its great
dairying industry.

In my conversations with Mr. Walker I
came to disecover that he knew all the physi-
cal features of the area far better than the
average man. IHe knew every inch of the
Mary Valley, every property and every pad-
dock, I have heard other people discuss
with him thic areas that he had not been on
for 20 years but immediately they mentioned
a particular hillside it brought to his mind
a knowledge of the country. He was a man
who knew the country as few men knew it.

Mr. Walker took a keen interest in mining
and he was also deeply interested in forestry
pursuits, and everything associated with the
dairying industry was close to his heart. He



798 C’wealth Jubilee Holiday Bill.

left a very wide circle of friends. I venture
to say that he was one of the greatest hunts-
men who have ever served in this House.
Above the lamentations of his friends, I
picture the wild ducks on Lake Cootharaba,
the crabs and the fish at Tewantin and
Noosa, the flock pigeon that Harry Walker
so sueccessfully stalked through the pockets
of the pine serubs of Noosa—I pieture these
birds and animals joining with the many
mourners in the loss of a man who above
all else had the secret of winning and hold-
ing the approbation of his many friends. I
second the motion.

Motion agreed to, hon. members standing
in silence.

POULTRY INDUSTRY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

INITIATION.

Hon, A. JONES (Charters Towers—
Secretary for Labour and Industry) for
Hon., H, H. COLLINS (Tablelands—Secre-
tary for Agriculture and Stoek): I move—

‘‘That the House will, at its next

Sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of

the Whole to consider of the desirableness

of introducing a Bill to amend the Poultry

:lfndus:cry Act of 1946, in certain particu-

ars.’

Motion agreed to.

MARGARINE ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
INITIATION.

Hon. A. JONES (Charters Towers—
Secretary for Labour and Industry) for
Hon. H. H, COLLINS (Tablelands—Secre-
tary for Agrieulture and Stock): I move—

‘‘“That the House will, at its next

Sitting, resolve itself into 2 Committee of

the Whole to consider of the desirableness

of introducing a Bill to amend the Marga-
rine Acts, 1910 to 1939, in certain parti-
culars.’’

Motion agreed to.

DISEASES IN STOCK ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL.

INITIATION.

Hon. A. JONES (Charters Towers—
Secretary for Labour and Industry) for
Hon. H. H. COLLINS (Tablelands—Secre-
tary for Agrieulture and Stock): I move—

‘‘“That the House will, at its next

Sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of

the Whole to consider of the desirable-

ness of introdueing a Bill to amend the

Diseagses in Stock Aects, 1915 to 1949, in

certain particulars.’’

Motion agreed to.

COMMONWEALTH JUBILEE HOLIDAY

BILL.
INITIATION.
Hon. A. JONES (Charters Towers—
Secretary for Labour and Industry): I
move-—

‘“That the House will, at its mnext
Sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirablenéss

[ASSEMBLY.]
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of introducing a Bill to make provision for
a public holiday to commemorate the
jubilee of the Commonwealth of Australia.’

Motion agreed to.

SUPPLY.

COMMITTEE—FINANCIAL STATEMENT—
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.
(Mr. Riordan, Flinders, in the chair.)
Debated resumed from 19 Oectober (see
794) on Mr. Gair’s motion—

““That there be granted to Iis Majesty
for the service of the year 1950-51 a sum
not exceeding £643 to defray the salary
of the Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency the
Governor,”’

Mr. WOOD (North Toowoomba) (11.26
aam.): The duty of a Treasurer of any State
is always an onerous one. Queensland, during
the many years in which it has been gov-
erned by a Labour Government, has been
very fortunate in those who have occupied
the position of Treasurer; and the present
ocecupant of the office is mo exception to the
rule. The majority of hon. members will
join me in congratulating the present Treas-
urer on the interest that he has shown in his
portfolio and the capacity and the enthusiasm
that he has brought to solving the problems
that eonfront a Treasurer.

In his very comprehensive Financial State-
ment, which is hefore us for consideration,
the Treasurer makes reference to the very
serious deterioration in the international situ-
ation since the previous Financial Statement
was brought down in this Chamber. We all
join in regretting this deferioration and we
hope that very shortly our worries will be
dispelled and we shall see a world working
towards the end of peace. I cannot help
thinking that there are, unfortunately, some
who seeck to use the international situation
and its gravity for their own political ends.
Particularly do I notice this in some of the
remarks of the hon. members of the Federal
Government, who in their statements day by
day are attempting to use the gravity of
the international situation tewards turning
people against the Labour Party and using
it in a base attempt to win an election that
they may think will develop in the near
future. I deeply deplore any attempt to
use a grave international situation solely for
political ends.

A perusal of the Financial Statement dis-
closes a very comprehensive publie-works
policy for the censuing twelve months. We
know that members of the Federal Govern-
ment, in association with some hon. members
of the Opposition, have been attempting to
convince the people of Australia that all
the States and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should concentrate only on those works
that have an ¥mmediate defence value. I
cannot for ome moment agree with the eor-
rectness of that attitude. Just let us look
for a moment at some of the activities set
out under this scheme. They are the Stanley
River dam, eontinuation of the Tniversity
buildings, 'St. Lucia bridge, soldier sottle-
ment, rural development, the erecticn of &
high- Tevel railway bridge over the Burdelin

(%]
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River, housing, water facilities on
reutes, mining, buildings, and so on. I ask
hon. members to point to one of those items
that has not a great value to the people of
the State. It would be a very sorry posi-
tion for us if almost immediately after a
world war we again adopted the attituds
that the State would do only those things
that had an immediate defence value.
Should we, for instance, stop building our
houses?  Should we stop enlarging our hos-
pitals? Should we stop inereasing our edu-
cational facilities? I say that it would be
a very short-sighted policy and a tragic com-
mentary on our attitude towards the future
development of this country if we allowed
defentce and defence only to be our guiding
light in determdning the activities in which
the State should engage for the ensning
year.

Reference has also been made to the
unsatisfactory financial relationships between
the States and the Commonwealth. It was
obvious to all, ‘even after a brief reading of
the reports of the recent Premiers’ Confer-
ence, that the Prime Minister and the Hon.
A. W. Fadden, the Commonwealth Treasurer,
adopted a very arrogant attitude towards
the States—mnot only our State of Queens-
land, but all the States in the Commonwealth.
We know very well that the States had to
fight hard to convinee the Commonwealth
Government that there was any mneed for
any raising of the allocation under the for-
mula. We  know that Commonwealth
revenues are very swollen at the moment,
and I think it is very, very sad that a
State has to go on its knees to the Common-
wealth authorities in order to seek assistance
to avoid a defieit. All economists tell us that
in times of prosperity or of inflation deficits
should be avoided at all eosts, and it is very,
very hard for a State without control of the
taxing powers to do this when it finds its
requests are rejected with contumely by a
Commonwealth  authority with  swollen
revenue, and with a great taxing power.

I was very interested to read in the Treas-
urer’s Financial Statement the reference to
the work that has been done in Queensland
under our hospitals scheme. We all know
very well that there was a tremendous out-
cry from the B.M.A. and from the Opposition
when Mr., McKenna introduced his health
scheme: yet we find today that the B.M.A.
whieh was so adamant in its objection to the
use of that form set out by the department,
now allows all its members to use it under
a mutilated scheme. Sir Earle Page has not
placed before the Commonwealth Parliament
one word of explanation of his health scheme.
In Queensland the full acceptance of the
scheme outlined by Sir Earle Page wonld set
us back very many years. If we had done
nothing else in Queensland—and of course
I do mnot agree that we have not—the
hospital policy that has been followed by
suceessive Labour Governments in Queens-
land for many years past alone justifies the
continuance of Labour in office. We have
gone past the stage when no hospitals board
or committee in Queensland knew from year
to year exactly what its receipts would be,
when mno hospitals board could budget for

[24 OcTORER.]
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the ecnsuing year, when efficiency was even
impaired as a result of restricted finanee,
and when nurses had to be taken from their
noble task of healing to go ocut soliciting
donations from all and sundry and often
receive snubs and insults in the process.
Today the annual income of any hospitals
board in Queensland is assured, so that every
one of them can determine from year to
year exactly what its requirements are and
know it will be certain of Teceiving an
income to keep those services going.

I was also interested in the reference to
the work done by New Australians and I
confess that in this regard I am more than
a little perturbed. We all realise the wonder-
ful work done by the Commonwealth Depart-
ment of Immigration under Mr. Calwell as
Minister. He was much maligned but now,
after he is out of office, is reeeiving full
eredit for his magnifiecient job. I feel that
the scheme he introduced will go a long way
towards building a greater Australia but I
feel also there is a danger of falling again
into errors already committed. I have seen
many of these New Australians come to our
land. They have been keen and in the main
of very good types but I fear a tendeney is
growing for the New Australians to group
themselves into camps according to nation-
ality and unless the average Australian gives
them a greater degree of welcome and shows
a more practical interest in their every-day
problems we shall find that many of these
communities of New Australians will not be
abserbed into our community. If this
happens it will be very regrettable. On the
other hand, if we can overcome that ten-
deney to disregard the New Australians and
their problems, we can do much towards
setting them on the right track and making
them feel more at home.

A subject that appeals to me very closely
is education and I am sure all members were
very pleased to note in the Finanecial State-
ment that the allocation for the educational
requirements of the ensuing year is nearly
£4,700,000. The amount of that vote alone
will dissipate the idea that the Opposition
are trying to place in our minds that nothing
ig being done for education. This is very far
from the truth. We need only to read in the
Finanecial Statement that approximately 38
per cent. of the income-tax reimbursement is
taken by this vote to realise how prominent
a place education plays in our life today and
what a full recognition is being given to it by
this Government. It is a matter for regret
that in many quarters it is only in recent
years that any interest has been focused on
education. It was of interest to me to read
of a Gallup poll taken in Great Britain just
before the end of the last war. The persons
questioned were asked to state, in order of
urgency, the grave problems that would
require attention after the war. As gsual,
a cross-section of the people were interviewed
and of these 51 per cent. stated that the most
pressing problem was finding jobs for
demobolised soldiers, 23 per cent. gave
housing first place, but not one mentioned
education as the gravest problem to be dealt
with after the war. That should give us very
deep cause for thought. Unfortunately wo
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find edueation being made the basis of a
politieal fight. I have noticed in this session
particularly that members of the Opposition
have done all they could to convinee us that
in edueation nothing is right. On this sub-
Jeet, they made purely political attacks on
the Government.

I do not intend to do so. I could quite
easily show to this Committee, if I had the
time at my disposal, how eduecational reforms
have taken place because working-men and
women of the community have desired to
improve their conditions and make things
easy for their children and that all reforms
have been fought against by members of the
political parties opposite. I do not intend to
<o that, but propose to read one quotation
from an essay of a gentleman by the name of
Mandeville, who wrote on charity schools
“early in the eighteenth century. I am pick-
ing this extract because I think it is typical
of the view taken by the predecessors of
those mnow sifting in Opposition.  That
gentleman said—

‘‘Few children make any progress at
school, but at the same time are capable of
being employed in some business or other,
s0 that every hour of those poor people
spent at their books is so much time lost
to society. Going to school in comparison
to working is idleness, and the longer boys
continue in this easy sort of life, the
more unfit they will be, when grown up,
for downright labour, both as to strength
and jnelination. Men who are to remain
and end their days in a laborious, tire-
some and painful station of life, the
soomer they are put upon it at first, the
more patiently they will submit to it for
ever after.’’

That iy the political- attitude taken by those
whose deseendants are in Opposition todap It
is not my desire to make education a political
battleground ; it should be above political dog-
fights.

In their eriticism during this session we have
heard hon. members opposite making tren-
chant remarks about our educational system
in Queensland and launching bitter attacks
¢n the Government for their handling of the
educational structure of the State and telling
us that there is nothing right with it. I have
not heard one hon member opposite devoting
any time to telling us what is right with
our system. To make statements that our
educational system has fallen down is to say
something that hon. members opposite know
to be grossly incorrect.

I have found, after 20 years’ practical
=xperience as a school teacher, that year by
vear there is a marked change in our schools,
in our methods of teaching, and in the atti-
tude of the teacher and the child towards his
work, I find that the child who does not look
forward to going to school is the exception,
that most children look forward to packing
their bags and frotting off to school. Children
<io not regard the teacher as an enemy or their
school as a place of burden. The great
majority of them like their school and like
the instruction they receive at school and
regard their teacher as a friend.

Hovernment Members: Hear, hear!
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Mr. WOOD: There has been a change in
the attitude adopted since I went to sehool. 1
can remember teachers whom I liked very
nwch and T can remember punishment being
weted out to me which if I as a teacher
meted it out to school children would earn me
dismissal, and rightly so. Our schools are
infinitely better equipped than they were. I
come from a city famed—and deservedly so
—for its educational establishments, both
kindergarten and primary and secondary
schools. The name of Toowoomba stands very
high in the eduecational world and with the
exception of oune school to which I have
drawn the attention of the Secretary for
Public Instruction, our schools in Toowoomba
are of an exceedingly high standard. They
are schools to which parents can send their
children with every confidence that they will
be taught in good surroundings and schools
that can be regarded as a second home. The
equipping of our schools has improved out of
sight, our syllabus has been remodelled from
vear to year, and a standing committee is in
existence that has the authority to suggest
more alterations in the syllabus from time to
time.

I was interested to read in, I think, the
“Telegraph’’ of last evening that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition spgke with
a nostalgic yearning of the education that
he received when he was a boy. He said
they were taught a little of everything; a
little of physiology, a little of geology, a
little of mausic, and a little of something else,
and he regretted that the syllabus was
changed.

Mr. Aikens: And he was flogged fairly
regularly, too.

My, WOOD: If his experience was any-
thing like mine, he was flogged very
regularly.

I do not for one moement think that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition stated the
opinion of the great majority of parents, the
great majority of teachers, or the great
majority of children, and I suggest that he
did nof know what he was talking about
when he tried to hold up the syllabus of
years ago as superior to the ome we have
today.

Not only has the syllabus been modifled
and made more liberal from yéar to year,
but the conditions of teaching have improved.
Today the teacher occupies a position in the
community that befits the job he does, his
standard has improved from year to year,
and we hear very few of the sneering
references to teachers now that used to be
made some years ago. Their conditions of
working are infinitely better, and teaching
has become more sympathetic. As an
example of this, hon. members probably
know that every school is required to_keep
a eorporal-punishment register, and an
examination of the register in a school today,
contrasted with an examination of that book
for a period of 10, 15 or 20 years ago would
show without question that the great majority
of teachers today take a much more
sympathetic and humane interest in the child
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than they did then. Of course, I do not
suggest that there arc not still those in the
service who are not fit to be there.

Mr. Gair: There are weeds in the best-
kept gardens.

Mr. WOOD: There are.

The proper time to find these people is in
the first year of their service, when they are
being trained in the Teachers’ Training Col-
lege. It is no use waiting till they have been
in the service for 20 or 30 years; they can
be found out in their first year at the
Teachers® Training College.

I find, too, that in spite of all the criticism
we hear about the lack of paremtal control,
children today are much easier to handle
than ever before. Children today come to
school better clothed, better fed and better
informed in their own homes, and are far
more amenable to digeipline than were the
children who went to school in my school
days.  Further, not many teachers today
experience grave cases of insubordination in
their classes, which was by no means the
exception some 20 or 30 years ago.

I should now like to mention an innovation
introdueced by the department that has met
with signal success; unfortunately, it has
not yet been able to extend it to the outer
areas. I refer to the visits to sechools of
teachers of singing. At present only a few
centres in Queensland are visited each weck
by these specialists.  When more teachers
become available, when they are more easy
to get, T hope to see the scheme extended
to the outlying distriets so that the children
in country areas ean have the same facilitics
in this respeet as are available to eity
children. T would strongly protest against
any curtailment of the scheme and fight for
ity extension.

In Toowoomba we have in Mr, Mansell
Jones a gentleman whose work for the
children is deserving of mnothing but the
highest praise. Weekly he takes the children
from Grade II upwards for singing lessons
and the class teacher follows those lessons
with his lessons. Not only has the job that
Mr. Mansell Jones has done at the sehools
been amazing, but he fills a very important
partin the cultural life of the commuunity. For
in=tance, he conduects a senior choral society,
a ’teenagers’ choir, and a junior choir, and
the fact that the department has made his
services available has been a boon not only
to the children of the schools that he visits
but also to the whole of the musie-loving
pecple of Toowocomba.

_Mr. Afkems: He teaches the children to
diseriminate between good music and bad.

My, WOOD: He does, and he has done a
very good job.

The main problem facing the department
today is the teacher shortage. We know
that it exists; I would not stand here and
say that it did not. I served in this Parlia-
ment from 1946 for about 14 months and
returned to my job immediately after my
defeat at the polls. I counted it an honour
to be able to do that because I do not know
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any job that is a greater privilege than
teaching children. I had served for four
years in the army, I was back a couple of
weeks, contested the elections, I was in
Parliament for 14 months, and three months
after I had taken over my job I had a class
of 96 children. Conditions have improved to
a large extent since then but no-one is yet
satisfied. The Minister is very concerned
about the situation and the Government arc
doing all that they can to overcome it.

It is no use hon. members opposite getting
up and saying that there is a shortage ot
teachers—we can all say that—without
offering a suggestion to overcome it. Before
the last elections the hon. member for
Coorparoo addressed the tfeachers at the
Teachers’ Training College. He went there
to sell the teachers his policy and he was
asked this straight question, ‘‘What is your
short-range plan for overcoming the prob-
lem of shortage of teachers?’’ and he said,
“‘I have none.’’ Yet he and his followers
will use this subject as political ammunitiozn.
They will use the children for political pur-
poses. I object to those taectics. The
department is seriously concerned about
these matters but there is no use in flogging
the issue unless we can offer a solution of
the trouble. Conditions of work are hetter
than they ever were before and increasing
wages is not a solution to the problem. The
teaching profession is suffering from the
same problem as faces branches of all other
industry. There would be no diffieulty, if

the Government mneeded only to appoint
teachers to schools in Brisbane, Ipswich,
Toowoomba, Rockhampton and Townsville.

The great majority of the schools in Queens-
land are outside the cities and therein lies
the trouble. The young men who could he
reeruvited to the teaching serviee have the
same attitude towards living in the eity as
is to be found in all other industries. hig
diffieulty is even greater among young girls.
No-one likes to see girls of 18 to 19 years of
age, just out of the Training College, being
sent to the remote parts of the State. I know
that the department does not send them out
unless it is compelled to do so by the exi-
cencies of the eircumstances.

The great trouble in sending wen cut {o
these distriets is the shortage of houses—
it is hard to get any contractor to build
houses away from a eity or fown-—and I
suggest that in making alloeations of housing
construction one in six or tem or a dozem
should be n teacher’s residence at a school
where mone exists at the moment. If resi-
deners can be supplied in these ureas young
men would be indueed to go out there. In
tenching the eonly way in which a man can
guin promotion is by starting in the lowest
class and working up. A man cannot remain
in a city sehool; he must go out into the
country and work his way up through the
variovs classes of schools. With move houses
more young men ahbout to be married would
be willing to go into the country. It is
easv enough to say that, but I know the
problems of the deparbment and I am aware
that you cannot solve them by merely asking &
contractor to tender for a house away from
the city, for he is very reluctant to do so,
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but I am firmly convineed that that is the
chief way to reduce our teacher shortage—
making it possible for the young man to go
out into the country. His accommodation
would be secure if he is married and he could
make his start on the ladder of promotion
from that small school. By this means you
would go a long way towards solving your
teacher shortage problem. While we have
this reluctance to leave the city and while
we have a shortage of residences in the
country for the young man we shall find a
great difficulty in overcoming the teacher
shortage.

A great deal has been said about the
scholarship examination. I am not a cham-
pion of the system by any means. I said
in remarks I made previously in this Chamber
—remarks that I had no time to develop, as
my time expired—that it had its great weak-
nesses, but it is true also that a lot of rot
is talked about it by the critics of the system.
They say children collapse under it. I have
not seen any children collapse. It is said
also that the teacher is compelled to drive
them. That is not following the instructions
of the department or the Queensland
Teachers’ Union. It is the fault of the
individual teacher who ignores both the union
and the department, who have given definite
instructions that time will not be systemati-
cally extended and that the children are to
be taught as of the 7th Grade, that they
are to be given a full-syllabus instruetion and
that they are to take their part in the
activities of the school. They are not to be
spoken of as a scholarship class. The 7th
Grade syllabus should be taught in such a
way that it will be adequate for the child-
ren sitting for their scholarship. But despite
all the instructions from the department and
the union there are teachers who try to use
the scholarship as a means of advancement
to such an extent that we had one ex-teacher
in this Chamber who said that the children
were driven and were not allowed to take
part in sport. The weaknesses of the system
are a result of the actions of the teachers
themselves. If the teachers as a body follow
the dictates of their union, as well as
their department’s instructions, those weak-
nesses would disappear.

I can trace the change that has taken place
in the schiolarship system by taking my own
case. I took my scholarship at the Central
School in Maryborough. It was a very good
selivol. The system that operated there was
that I went to school from 8 o’clock in the
morning and from then to when the first hell
went at a quarter past 9 I had scholarship
work taken by the head teacher; then from
half past 9 to 4 o’clock I did the elass work,
I had a lot of homework given to me by
the class teacher and after school, from
4 o’clock to 5 or half past 5, I was taken
over by the head teacher again for scholar-
ship work and I got quite a load of home-
work by him. In addition to that, we worked
back every Saturday morning in the year.
Those are the conditions under which I sat
for the scholarship. You do not find those
conditions operating today. No teacher
would be game to push the scholarship
children through in that way.
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Those who have given their eriticism of
the scholarship examination have made half-
hearted suggestions as to what should replace
it. An internal examination has been sug-
gested by some, but an internal examination
does nof alter the system, it mervely shifts
the respousibility; it takes the responsibility
from the shoulders of the department and
throws it back on the teacher, and gives him
more respounsibility.

The acerediting system that is being used
in some of the southern States has been
suggested. Under this system ccrtain.sehools
are allowed to lay down a course of imstrue-
tion and the sehools are approved or aceredited
by the department, and their certificates are
recognised as taking the place of the ordinary
certificate received in an extermal examina-
tion. I point out, however, that there is no
unanimity in any of the States where the
acerediting system operates as to whether it
is a suceessful substitute for the seholarship
examination.

I hope to seec the time come when all
children +will have an unrestricted right for
secondary education—iwithout an examination
by internal, external or accrediting system,
but this is bound up vitally with the question
of raising the school-leaving age and until
conditions have so changed that we can go on
with our enlarged building programme that
is necessary for this advance I am afraid
it will not be possible. I favour the
ultimate abolition of all qualifying examina-
tions for entrance to secondary schools and
the giving of cvery ehild the right to go to
a secondary school if he wants to do so.

¥r. Devries: That would automatically
follow.

Mr. WOOD: That would automatically
go with the lifting of the school age. In
spite of all the tests made by the Research
and Guidance Braneh of the department it
is very diffieult to say what a child who }}as
passed the scholarship is going to be like
when he goes to the secondary school. We
have a tremendous wastage of children who
have passed the scholarship. For three or
four weeks they go to a secondary school
and then leave, or they leave shortly before
Junior or after the Junior. It is hard to
determine with anyv degree of accuracy what
suceess scholarship winners will meet with.

There is one thing to which I am absolutely
opposed, and that is the publication of the
examination results in the newspapers. I
have seen children sit for their scholarship
and wait for the time when the results were
to be announced, and the cruellest disappoint-
ment that the child feels is not in knowing
that he failed in the examination, but in
having to wait for the results and seeing the
names published in the newspaper oI, as
happens in the towns and cities, displayed
on & board for all to read, so that he goes
up and sees his friend’s name on it and his
friend says, ‘‘I got there but you missed.’’
That is the thing that hurts the child. I
suggest that in order to obviate that experi-
ence each child should be notified personally
of the result of the examination and 1t
should mnot be featured publically in the
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Press. I know from personal experience that
is what hurts the child—and he is at a very
emotional age.

One thing that struck me last year was
the cruelty of a metropolitan newspaper in
publishing the answers to the questions while
the examination was still proceeding. We
know very well that the scholarship examina-
tion starts off with English in the frst morn-

ing. In the afternoon the subject is geo-
graphy. On the second morning mathematies

is the subjeet, and the last subjcet is history.
A child is always inelined to magnify mis-
takes. Naturally, when sitting for examina-
tions, children go outside the examination
room after a subject is finished and compare
answers and in doing so do not bear in mind
s0 much the things they have done right as
the things they have done wrong. In Bris-
hane last year a metropolitan newspaper pub-
lished the complete answers to the subjeets,
taken I think on the Wednesday, when the
children were sitting for examination on the
Thursday. The subject that tries the pupils
most is mathematics and hon. members can
imagine the feeling in the mind of a child
who is a bit shaky about his mathematies if
ke picks up the morning’s newspaper and sces
the complete correct answers to the previous
day’s examination papers. He thinks he may
huve dome badly, perhaps worse than he did.
Many sueh children would collapse hefore
going into the examination room for the
sceond day’s subjects and I sav shame on
those newspapers who publish answers while
the pupils are still sitting,

There is one other phase of the activities
ct the Department of Public Instruction that
I should like to touch on and it is the issue
of the yellow cards. I feel rather stronzly
on the question. A yellow card is given to
every teacher, irrespective of whether he is a
first-class, fair or indifferent teacher—he gets
this yellow card every vear. It does not
matter whether his teaching ability varies a
minute fraction, he still gets the card. It is a
Lhumiliation to a grown man or woman to
be handed a card assessing teaching ability,
disciplinary power, and industry. Whether
it is a good or bad ecard, I still sav it is a
Lumiliation to the teacher to reeeive it. 1
know more heart-burnings sre caused to many
teachers by these yellow cards than anv other
single phase of their work. ’

Mr. Sparkes: It looks as though the hon.
member for Isis had converted you.

Mr. WOOD: The hon. member for Isis
has not converted me: what T am saying now
ahout yellow eards I have said for very many
years.

To me teachers fall into three ecategories.
The first is those who are seeking promotion
from grade to grade; having passed their
examinations their promotion for the year’s
automatic inerease depends on the yellow
card- They could simply be classified by the
inspector as satisfactory or unsatisfactory.
No. 2 category is made up of teachers who
seek promotion from elass to class of school
through transfer. The teachers in this cate-
gory could still receive a detailed card. No. 3,
which comprises the great majority of
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teachers—women and many men-——comprises
those who mnever seek promotion from
class of school to school but are quite
sutisfied to remain assistant teachers through-
out their teaching careers. The third class
comprises the great majority of teachers. 1~
would suggest that all that need to be told
teachers seeking promotion from grade to
grade is whether they are satisfaetery or
unsatisfactory

Mr. H. B. Taylor: Do you suggest that
the great majority of tcachers do not seek
promotion?

Mr. WOOD: The great majority do not
seek to go to schools of their own as head
teachers. There should be no need at all to
give yellow cards to those who remain as
assistant teachers and do not want to go
cut as head teachers.

The change in this system would necessarily
mean a change in the inspector’s attitude
towards teachers. The inspector could
advisc more than he does at present. If he
concentrated less on the assessing of teachers,
en mythical marks and handing out these
cards, and more on giving advica I feel that
the teachers would look forward to his visits
more than they do. It is very diffieult, too,
for an inspector to assess the work of a
{eacher, particularly when there is so much
confusion amongst all of us as to what
the aims of teachers really are. If I asked
individual hon. members of this Committee to
tell me what he held to be the chief aims of
cducation, probably each would give me a
different answer. My view might he the
sanme as vours, Mr. Riordan, but there would
be a vast difference of opinion amongst us.
It is hard to assess teachers, but it is so
much harder when we know that we are by no
weans unanimous as to the aims of education.

To my mind there are three chief aims in
education. They could be summarised
broadly, although mnot necessarily in this
order, in this way: to equip the child to
earn his own living, to equip him to play
his part as a citizen of his state, and to
enable him to develop the latent powers and
faculties of hix nature and so enjoy a full
and useful life. Broadly speaking, those are
the three principal aims of education and any
cducational policy, to be successful, must
embrace all three. How hard must it be for
an inspeetor, having in mind the broad out-
lines and aims of edueation, to go into a
school and after a brief run through it to say
how successful or unsuccessful the teacher
is? A builder may be erecting a structure of
brick and it would not be a hard job for an
expert to walk round it, examine it, and say
whether he has done a good job or a bad
one. But you cannot take the product on
which the teacher is working and tell at a
glance whether his work has been snceessful
or not. Much of the work for which the
teacher strives does not show results until
many years later. I suppose that in this
Committee there is not one hon. member
who, vyears after his schooldays, does not
remember a certain thing said or taught to
him by his teacher. There is delayed action,
very often, in the results of the instruction
given by our teachers.
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it is to be regretted that in the vears
wone by provision was not made in many
sehools for adequate playing areas. This is
one of the greatest difficulties the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction has to contend
with. Tt should be unnecessary in a country
the size of Queensland for any school having
an attendance of 800 or 1,000 pupils to have
inadequate playing space. I hope that in
the planning of future schools the first
thought in the minds of those responsible
will be the size of the playing areas.

I believe too that it would be an improve-
ment to limit the size of schools. There are a
uumber of schools in Queensland with atten-
dances of 1,000 or over. T say that no head
teacher can get to know his teachers and
the echildren thoroughly if he has a school
with such an attendance. I suggest 500 or
600 as the maximum attendance for schools
in this State. By giving effeet to that rule
we should be serving a twofold purpose. The
first purpose would be to give to the head
teacher a school he could handle with satis-
faction and the second would be to give
added  opportunities for promotion to
teachers. I suggest that the Government
Yimit the size of schools to a maximum of
appreximately 600 to each school in future
planning operations.

There is mueh more I should like to say
on the subjeet of education. I very seldom
believe in working the parish pump beecause
I think that jin political life there is ample
that can be said from a broad State point
of view, but there are occasions when one
must do so, and I am led to say that omne
valuable work done in the last eouple of
-years has been the extension of the Univer-
sity lecture faeilities. = There are many
external students and it is of tremendous
help to them if lectures can be supplemented
by external lecture facilities. In some parts
of Queensland—I believe in Rockhampton,
Townsville, and Ipswich—these cxtension
classes have been provided. At present 1
think they are limited to philosophy and
HEnglish—I do not think they could ever go
past the full arts faculty—but it is of
tremendous value to the external student to
receive personal assistance of this kind. I
press for the extension of the scheme to
Toowoomba because, ag T said before, no eity
in  Australia has a ‘higher educational
standard than Toowoomba. The standard there
js very high, in both the State and the
denominational sehools, primary, and second-
ary. I do not think any city in Que'ensla.nd
gnvins a greater percentage of University
scholarships than Toowoomba. All our
schools are noted for the work they doj; I
know of no place in Queensland that has &
higher educational standard, and I urge that
serious consideration bhe given to the exten-
sion of this scheme to that city.

Now, Mr. Riordan, the Financial State-
ment that has been brought down by the
Preasurer shows the difficulty that is encoun-
tered in handling the finances of the State.
Tt is no easy problem to make a State run
stself. Difficulties are met and overcome and
then new difficulties confront the Treasurer
and have to be solved. No doubt, the thing
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that is eaunsing the Treasurer very great
concern at present is inflation. It worries
all of us. We know not from day to day
where we are heading. We heard a lot about
the Chifley pound’s being worth 12s.; we
hear today about the Australian pound’s
being worth only 8s., and it must be a
matter for very grave concern to every
Australian to know when this trend will be
checked.

We hear it said, ‘‘You must increase pro-
duetion!’’ No doubt an inerease in produe-
tion would help—we must have produetion
in our ecommunity if we are to uttain a
balanced economy—but that is not the only
answer. I can remember the time not many
years ago when coal-miners produced to such
an extent that they had an 18 months’ supply
of coal on the grass, and the mine-owners
shut the mings down and said to the miners,
““You have produced all we want now. We
will let the mines lie idle for a while.’” T
refer hon. members to the great industrial
country of the United States of Ameriea, which
is the greatest industrial power in the world
today. Her produection figures are a record.
Under-production is not the trouble in the
United States of America, yet she is faced
with the same grave economic problem of
inflation as we are. Greater produection
alone will not solve the difficutly.

In spite of all that is said, I am still not
satisfied that many sections of our community
are not having a Roman holiday at the
working-man’s expense, nor am 1 satisfied
that many Dbusinesses are not making
exorbitant profits. We hear talk about peg-
ging wages; I should not mind them being
pegged, as long as prices were pegged at
those obtaining before the recent increase in
the basic wage granted by the Federal court.
If wages were pegged under those conditions
and men were allowed to get some benefit
from the court’s most recent increase in the
basiec wage, there would be some justice, but
nothing would convince me, after watching
very carefully the activities of many of our
big business men, that they have not been
having a great game at the expense of the
working men and women of this country,
and that they have not been taking us for
a  jolly good ride. TUnless the TFederal
authorities do something to arrest this infla-
tion, as the hon. member for Nundah so
rightly pointed out, we are heading straight
for a depression. We cannot avoid it unless
more value is put baeck into the pound. No-
one wants to see it, but many of us are
blinking our eyes to the fact that we are
heading straight for a depression unless steps
are taken to put more value into the £.

I think it was the hon. member for Cherm-
side who said in this chamber that Mr.
Menzies was the greatest Australian that has
ever lived. The hon. member for Norman
agrees with him. Without even thinking, I
could name a dozen men outside politics who
have done more for Australia than the Rt.
Hon. R. (. Menzies. In spite of the soothing
syrup that is ladled out to us by the Prime

Minister when he speaks, the people of
Australia are still looking for something
positive. It is not enough to prepare a speech

in sugary language and to have heart-to-
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heart talls with the nation unlesy they are
followed by some action. We have had no
such action so far from the Commonwealth
Liberal-Country Party Government that will

arrest the inflation that threatens to engulf
us.

Make mno mistake about it, all the legis-
lation designed to tell men how they should
think is not going to stop the spread of
Communism when a depression hits us.

All the legislation designed for that pur-
pose will not matter twopence then. You
cannot have Acts of Parliament to tell men
what they are to think in a time of depression.
That is not the answer to Communism. We
must make sure that the soil is not fertile
for the spread of Communism. You eannot
prevent it from spreading by legislation.
We must take care to see that this fertile
soil is not created by a depression.

We have heard a great deal about increases
in meat prices and in the few minutes at my
disposal I want to give examples of the
scandalous state of affairs by which some
people foree up the price of meat. Not so
long ago I was shown a docket that a retail
butcher got from a wholesale butcher. All
the prices were right, they conformed to the
price regulations, but the docket contained
the priee of two pigs at £7 each, £14 for
the two, but he never got them. I found on
investigation that this was by no means an
isolated case and the meat was sold by a
Brishane wholesaler to a Brisbane retailer.
That is one way in which meat prices are
foreed up by unscrupulous people who with-
out doing anything at all charge excessive
prices in order to make more profit for them-
selves. The working people have to suffer
while these people de all that they possibly
can to eireumvent the prices legislation.

I know that there are many more things
that I could diseuss on the Financial State-
ment but my time is runmning out, and I
should like to end by congratulating the
Treasurer on the work that he has put into
the preparation of his Budget. The Trea-
surer was a very eapable and sincere private
member and he has shown the same capacity
for work, the same knowledge of his duties,
and the same enthusiasm as a Minister as
he did as a private member. I am sure that
while the State has the present Treasurer in
charge of its finaneial affairs he will see
that all our resources are very -earefully
husbanded.

Mr. DONALD (Bremer) (12.25 pm.): I
desire to add my congratulations to the Trea-
surer on the presentation of his first Budget.
I feel very econfident that that hon. gentle-
nman will display the same energy and wisdom
in his new portfolio that characterised his
administration of the other departments that
he previously controlled.

I was very surprised to hear the hon.
member for Coorparoo attack the Government
on the deficit foreeast for this finanecial
period. It is one of the very few deficits
that Treasurers have budgeted for in this
State over the last decade. I was surprised
that mention was made of it by the hon.
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member for Coorparoo as on no occasion
has the Opposition ever offered congratula-
tions to the various Treasurers when they
brought down Budgets revealing continual
surpluses. The hon. member for Fassiferm,
during the debate on the last Budget, said it
was a ecomparatively easy matter for the State:
Treasurer to return a surplug because ali
ke had to do was to rely on the
generosity of Umnecle Ben Chifley. If we
apply that logie to the present cireum-
stances—and I am not admitting that the
hon. member’s logic is correct—we can only
came to this coneclusion: that the leader of his
party in the Federal sphere who is the
Federal Treasurer, is not prepared to give to
his own native State the same generous and
deserving treatment that it obtained from =
Labour Treasurer.

The hon. member for Coorparoo referred to
the expected deficit as a record defieit. Again
he was wrong. That very doubtful honour, if
it is an honour at all, belongs to the party ot
which he is an adherent, whose representa-
tives returned it when they last occupied the
Treasury benches. If he wants to apply sur-
pluses or deficits as a test of good or bad
government, let us compare the financial
results of States governed by Labour, such
as Queensland, and those governed by anti-
Labour parties. If we turn to the ‘‘Quarterly
Summary of Australian Statisties’’” we shall
find, without wearying the Chamber with
other figures, that for the last finanecial year
the Tory-governed States of South Auvstralia
ind Vietoria ended their financial year’s
expenditure in excess of income.
- > defieit was £1,385,000 and in
Aunstralia it was £345,000. While the
anti-Labour Governments were managing
Lose States so ably, in the opinion of their
party followers in this House, the Queensland
Cfovernment were able to show a surplus for
the same period of £50,000. True, it is not
a very substantial surplus, but it is a big
improvement compared with a deficit of
pearte £1,500.000 shown by the Vietorian Gov-
ernment for the same period. If we turn
agnin to the ‘‘Quarterly Summary of Aus-
Han Statisties’’ we shall find that for the
six months ended December, 1949, the Vie-
torian Government had a defieit of £2,900,000;
and the Sonth Australian Tory Government
a {defleit of £60,000, yet in Queensland, under
wise and pradent Labour leadership, a surplus
of £137.000 was achieved. Tf hon. members
opposite want to challenge the capabilities of
Labour or anti-Labour CGovernments on their
financial achievements we are quite willing to
accent that challenge..

The hon. member for Coorparoo went to
great length in emphasising that eontrols were
of no use, that they would not stop inflation,
or give any benefit to the community. He
followed this declaration with the statement
that wages should be pegged. He would peg
the price of the only commodity that the
worker has to sell, namely, their lIabour power.
Their wages should be pegged and their earn-
ing ecapacity should be pegged, and their
degree of comfort and their standard of living
also should be pegged. He emphasised too
that the control of prices was: a failure, I
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that is true, he eannot lay any of the blame
on any member on this side of the Chamber
becanse, during the campaign on the prices
referendum, we made it very plain that the
States of themselves could not control priees
effectively. Therelore, any inefficieney of
price-control lies at the door of the Oppo-
sition. What did he say about profits?
He said that the profits of their supporters
were sacrosanct, that you must not toueh
profits at all, but they would peg wages all
the time and reduce them; in fact, they
ended their speeches on the cry that they
did mot know what effect the increase in
wages was going to have. Unfortunately,
the increase in wages will not bring any
positive relief to the working-class, because of
the increase in prices.

. Speaking of inflation and the danger of
inflation, which appears to be on everyone’s
lips, we have powerful and wealthy organisa-
tions like the Institute of Public Affairs
inserting advertisements in the daily Press,
contending that inflation is almost as great a
danger to Australia as Communism, and ask-
ing the people of the Commonwealth to fight
the ever-increasing inflationary trend. The
past five years have been years of great
prosperity for Australia, but also years of
great economie difficulty. In a world suffering
from the aftermath of war, a world of short-
ages, rising prices and economic disloeation,
our national Government have had a hard
struggle to keep the Australian economy on an
even keel. The dominating problem has been to
prevent the inflation referred to by the Insti-
tute of Public Affairs from getting out of
hand, and to proteet Australia in advance
against the threat of a post-war threat of
depression. It is my intention to explain to
members of this Chamber how this problem
was tackled by the Commonwealth Labour
Government and how the present Federal
Government are handling the situation.
Before doing so I should like very briefly to
define inflation, and show how it affects the
peopie generally. Inflation is an expansion
of the volume of purchasing power without
a corresponding expansion in the volunie of
commodities available for sale. The result,
other things being equal, is a risc of the
general price level.

Inflation is almost as muech an evil as
deflation. It expropriates all those whose
ineomes are fixed in terms of money, not only
the numericaily unimportant group of rich
people whose income is derived from invested
capital, but alsc a great number of small
rentiers, and particularly the growing eclass
of war, age and invalid pensioners, as well
as the numerous people depending on super-
annuation for a livelihood. Although, com-
paratively speaking, workers benefit during an
inflation period when employment is easy to
obtain more than during a deflationary
period when there iz widespread unemploy-
ment, the wealthy private banks, monopolists
and others are able to increase profits enor-
mously during both periods. Workers, on
the other hand, are continually and sys-
tematically robbed by ever-inereasing prices
daring an inflationary period sueh as s heing
expericneed in Australia at present, and are
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continually and systematically impoverished
down to the breadline during a deflationary
period such as experienced during the early
’30s.

In the July-August issue of the Institute
of Private Affairs Review, the official organ
of Big Business in Australia, attention is
directed to the passive way of waliting till
the reaction from the World War boom forces
a lower level of prices and costs within Aus-
tralia. The Menzies Government have
adopted this passive way ever since their
clection to office in December of last vear on
cach oceasion on which they have been chal-
lenged on the question of inflation or increas-
ing prices. It is the way anti-Labour Gov-
cruments adopt, where possible, whenever
they are faced with a similar state of affairs
politically.

The passive way to which the Institute
of Public Affairs referred has always been
the policy of anti-Labour to the extent that
it has been tolerated by the workers, who are
the wietims. It is the one that promotes the
inflating of the currency and increased prices
in times when there is a shortage of labour
power, i.e., when there are more jobs avail-
able than there are workers to fill them, and
for the deflating of the curreney and the
reduction of wages and prices when an abun-
dance of labour power is available. This
policy bhrings in its train, as it was intended
to, widespread under-employment and unem-
ployment, which is of course, followed by loss
of homes and furniture and other commod-
ities purchased by the time-payment method
whether they are paid for, or in the course
of being purchased. Then follows wide-
spread insolvenecies and losses for the small
business comnecerns, traders, shopkeepers,
farmers and other sections of the community,
who find it impossible to meet their commit-
ments because of a fall in prices and loss of
business. All these losses, which in the aggre-
gate represent many milliong of pounds, are
in turn enormous gains for the wealthy bank-
ing groups. powerful monopolists and other
exploiters. In addition, they gain as the result
of a lowering of wages and prices as value is
automatically put back into the pound and the
pound’s purchasing power is immediately
increased.

The extent to which the Menzies Govern-
ment are compelled to finance the sending of
troops overseas to Korea or additional
expenditure for defenee purposes may deter-
mine whether they will be able to continue to
give effect to the passive way of putting
back value into the pound. The extent to
which the workers will continue to tolerate
being robbed by the ever-inereasing tempo
in the rise in the cost of living, which ineci-
dentally is returning handsome profits
to the Commonwealth Government’s wealthy
financial supporters, may also determinc the
issue.

An upward movement of prices is expected
during a war and, in the main, people do
not complain of these increases very much
but they are not used to the way prices go
up after a war and complain bitterly of
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these increases. If you can 7teeall, Mr.
Riordun, what happened after the Armistice
of 1918, you will remember that prices rosc
more rapidly than they did during the war
period, 1914 to 1918. You will remember
the boom of the post-war transition period
and remember also the slump resulting in the
world-wide depression that followed. It is
true that many countries were hit harder
and suffered longer than Australia although
we here counted our unemployed not by tens
of thousands but by hundreds of thousands.
The Commonwealth Labour Government
realised in 1945 that Australia would have
to pass through another post-war transition
period aund that this time an uncontrolled
boom would be extremely severe and pro-
longed, resulting in a depression more dis-
astrous than the last.

There have been six years of war, as
against four years of World War I. Hvery-
where manpower and produetion were
diverted on a much larger scale than before
to purely essential war industries. Therc
was a very acute shortage of basic commodi-
ties and foodstuffs throughout the world,
and there is no sign that these shortages
are being overtaken. However, the people
had little idea of the dangers ahead. They
were naturally pleased at the successful end
of the war: the twin evils of Nazism and
Pascism had been defeated, democracy had
triumphed. They were about to enjoy the
fruits of peace after a well-earned victory.
They thought that in a very short period
things would be baek to normal. The then
IPederal Opposition played on this feeling
and, unfortunately, the Press did very little,
. if anything, to educate the public. The
Commonwealth Covernment were also aware
that under the Comnstitution it was doubtful
how long they could legally continue controls
over inflation, onee the fighting was over.
To their credit, it must be admitted that the
Government were prepared to fight the
dangers of inflation, thereby jeopardising
their chances of re-election by econtinuing
unpopular controls. The need for these con-
trols in Australia was not due to any run-
away inflation such as that experienced in
Germany and other Buropean countries after
World War No. I. in 1923 and in China and
Hungary after the end of World War
No. II. Neither did it arise from those
consequences of inflation known only too
well to the Australian consumers—shortages,
higher prices, poorer quality, poorer service,
and a lowering of efficieney by employer and
employee alike, due without doubt to the
ease of selling goods and winning profits and
the number of jobs available. These con-
ditions were almost unavoidable “in  Aus-
tralia’s post-war economic conditions, with
or without controls. An uncontrolled boom
would have increased the real income of
some and reduced the real inecome of others.
Profits would have risen much faster than
prices, wages more slowly, salaries and
pensions mueh more slowly still.

This was the experience in America, for
in the firgt twelve months after price-control
had been lifted in June 1946, retail prices
rose by 20 per cent., company profits by
60 per cent,, and hourly earnings in factories
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by 12 per eent. American wages have not
caught up with prices yet, and profits are
still a long way ahead, which confirms the
claim  that under our present economic
svstem wages are always chasing prices.
Confirmation of that is to be found in our
Industrial Court system as we kmnow it in
Australia. People are saying that as soon
as the judges of the ecourts decide that an
increase in the basic wage is warranted and
give it accordingly, prices must go up. Why
ig this so? Before the wage-carner, no matter
in what industry he is employed, whether he
is an engineer or a common labourer, can
obtain from the court an increase in his
wages, he must satisfy the Court that the
cost of living entitles him to that inerease.

Mr. Gair: The increase in the wage is on
the increased cost of living that has already
taken place.

Mr. DONALD: BExactly. During the
period he was on his previous wage he was
robbed over and over again and he will be
so robbed during an inflationary period.

After World War I. many ex-service men
sutfered from the effects of uncontrolled
inflation. They bought at the boom priees
prevailing in  1920-—land, stock, homes,
furniture and businesses—and a few years
afterwards lost their capital and their jobs.

Inflation breeds slumps and depressions for
the following reasons: goods in the shortest
supply bring the highest prices; peopie
anxious to do well flock into these industries.
Boom prices are willingly paid for land, stoek,
factories, machinery and other equipment.
When demand falls to normal as the short-
ages are overtaken, the surplus employees
and ecapital employed in the industry are left
high and dry. Profit and prices fall, the
value of invested capital drops, bankrupteies
cceur, wages are cut, and unemployment grows.

In the absence of any stabilisation policy
our export industrics are very vulnerable to
boom and slump. Country Party members
will agree that prices of our primary pro-
ducts always rise and fall more sharply than
any other prices. During a boom period
primary producers and people willing and
eager to enter primary-produeing industries
are prepared to, and do, pay high prices for
land, stock, and equipment essential for the
carrying on of their industry. Generally
speaking, domestic prices in the main follow
export prices upwards, which is followed in
turn by an increase in wages. When the
slump comes, export prices fall faster and
farther than the prices exporters in Australia
have to pay for the goods they buy, and to
some extent this is equally true of the labour
costs they must meet. The excess profits
aecumulated in the boom period are lost in
the excess losses of the slump. People who
entered the industry in the boom, having had
to pay extra high prices for land and stock,
which ahsorbed their profits, which were
admittedly high, find themselves ruined. These
were the dangers the Chifley Government
tried hard to avoid.

The ecauses of post-war inflation are, I
think, well known. During a war, if not
the major then a very substantial part of
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cur man-power and production is diverted
to war purposes, and civilian expenditure is
limited and in many cases prohibited. The
money that would have gone to buy a bigger
helping of butter and meat, extra clothing,
housing, a motor-car, &ec., is to some degree
taken from the people in taxes and higher
prices, but it must be admitted that a con-
giderable portion of it was saved.

With the ending of the war, the people
naturally desited to buy all the things they
were denied during the war and it must be
remembered that they had the necessary
money to do so. Kx-service personnel wanted
large supplies of clothing; farmers wanted
tractors, farm equipment and fencing wire;
business men wanted inaterial, offices,
factories and machinery, and Governnents
desired to carry out deferred programmes of
road construction, irrigation, the building
and maintenance of hospitals, schools, rail-
ways and other major projects.

The ending of the war redueed the nation’s
need for essentially war goods and made
available man-power for produetive resources,
but unfortunately these resources could not
be converted immediately to the produe-
tion of civilian goods. Consequently,
the demand for the arrears of civil produe-
tion was at its height at the eclose of the
war, while it was some time before produe-
tion eould get into its stride. Our imports
were not available to any great extent,
because the Home Land, cur main supplier,
had suffered a greater dislocation of produe-
tion than we had. That was also true of all
Eurcpean countries from which we had
imported supplies. Any available resources
of Canada and the United States of America
were extended to the limit to meet the needs
of people whose countries were in a uuch
worse condition than Australia.

The supply of goods produced was not all
available for immediate consumption, as a
large percentage was needed to build up the
stocks of manufacturers, wholesalers and
retailers. The spinning-out of supplies had
reduced stocks to the bare minimum during
1942-43. It is true that they were built up
again during 1946-47 and the first half of
1948, but more production than is generally
realised went onto the shelves during this
period instead of into immediate use.

So we “find that the immediate post-war
period was one of severe shortages accom-
panied by an abnormally high demand that
greatly exceeded an abnormally low supply.
Had controls not been introdueed, which was
suggested by the hon. member for Coorparoo,
prices would have soared. The then Com-
monwealth Government saw that they would
have to tackle the situation from threc sides:
to boost the abnormally low supply; to
restriet the abnormally high demand; and,
until the gap was closed, to control prices.

I am prepared to admit that controls could
have been done without, but at a price. All
controls could have been abolished and infla-
tion allowed 4o run its course. Inflation
itself would, in the end, have closed the gap.
With the defeat of the prices referendum
and the resulting weakening of effective
price-control, as we have had demonstrated
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to us over and over again, prices have risen
and, as the result, a given wage, pension or
salary, is buying less and less, the poorer
buyers have been shaken off, and the demand
reduced to something like what the rich
buyers need.

No important group advocated this poliey
openly; the injustices of inflation and the
danger of a slump to follow were too great.
But numerous groups were advoecating the
abolition of controls on the particular goods
they were selling and, where controls still
exist, they still are. ‘‘Let prices find their
own levell Let prices rip!’”’ How often
have we heard that ery from hon. members
opposite! The loudest ery was a sure indica-
tion that in that person’s industry, supplies
were still inadequate and the prospects of
huge profits were very tempting. These
never-ending piecemeal attacks certainly went
a long way towards breaking down controls.

The Liberal Party, in keeping with its
usual tacties, pursued a mueh more subtle
poliey on controls. ‘‘Demand exceeds supply,’’
they said, and answered, ‘‘Very well, increase
supply.’” We heard them say in this Cham-
ber that that was the positive approach to
the problem. ‘‘Controls,’’ they said, ¢ ‘restrict
production, reduce incentive, stifle initiative,
and cause the very shortages they are sup-
posed to eontrol. Reduce controls and you
will stimulate production.”” The Labour
Government were accused of continuing con-
trols becausze they liked pushing people
around. That argument, as the passing of
time has shown, was fallacious, and when
used by people who should know better,
dishonest. However, it had a superticial
plausibility and it impressed sections of the
community who had it constantly presented
to them by the newspapers. Therc is not
one hon. member opposite, who, if he spoke
the truth, would not say that the Chifley
Government had done an excellent joh. What
suecess the Federal Labour Government did
achieve in pursuing a steady and sound
policy for economic stability was in the
teeth of this Opposition elamour and in an
atmosphere that greatly and unnecessarily
increased the difficulties of an already diffi-
cult economie situation.

Our standard of living depends upon the
volume of goods and services we can produce.
When demand exeeeds supply it is mueh more
desirable to bridge the gap as far as possible

by stimulating supply than by curtailing
demand. The Tederal Labour Govern-
ment were well aware of this obvious

truth when they began to meet the post-war
situation. The biggest contribution that
Government could make to Australian pro-
duction was to ensure the smooth transfer of
men and women from the various Serviees
to industry and the maintenance of full
employment thereafter. This, I think all
hon. members will agree, they did exeeedingly
well.  Almost 1,000,000 ex-service personnel
were demobilised and found wuseful employ-
ment without having to suffer many months
of unemployment, as happened after World
War I. No fewer than 250,000 were pro-
vided with tools of trade and a similar num-
ber received training in various trades,
professions or callings. For -some years
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before the war one-tenth of the Australian
workers were without means of livelihood,
simple reason that there was no
cmplovment for them, Since the end of the
war unemployment has been negligible.

Given full employment, however, it is
obvicus that further spectacular increases in
production were simply mnot possible. The
business man claimed-—we have heard this
again and again and it has been emphasised
by hon. members opposite—that a reduction
in  his taxation would encourage him to
inerease his  production. How could he
increase his production? Where was he to
get the man-power, the material, or the
factory space? The only real possibility of
inereasing production, once we have full
employment of our produetive resources, is
more efficient use of these resources. This
can be done even in modern industry, by
employing more and better machinery. How-
ever, we have in the past relied largely on
importation from abroad for our machinery
requirements. The United States of America
was the only country with an export surplus
of machinery during the post-war years but
dollars to purchase American machinery
were very scaree. The Australian engineer-
ing industry has been producing a good deal
of machinery and its production is still
expanding. But increased home production
of eapital equipment cannot make a quick
contribution to the output of consumer goods,
for the immediate effect of producing more
machinery ig to reduce the output of other

things. At best, mechanisation is a gradual
process.
Better organisation by employers and

steady work by employees are mnext in order
in -the contribution to higher produetion.
Both are important and certainly desirable,
but they eannot increase output to any great
extent in a short period, or do mueh to over-
come the arrears of six years of war.

In a predominantly private-enterprise
economy the positive steps that Govern-
ments can take to inerease productivity in
industry are naturally limited. The Com-
monwealth Labour Government were, if any-

thing, over-ambitious in their efforts to
encourage new enterprises and expand
secondary industries. The investmenf of

many millions of pounds of new ecapital from
overseas  was  facilitated. Government-
owned war-time factories, with their plant
and equipment worth millions of pounds,
were sold or leased to private enterprise.

A Government Member: Just what were
they worth.

Mr., DONALD: From memory I think
£80,000,000. At least £10,000,000 was
advanced to private firms by the finance
department of the Commonwealth Bank.
Expansion of secondary industry received
such an impetus that the establishment of new
factories and plant has run ahead of the
labour available to run and maintain them.

Let us get to shortages. Hon. members
opposite blame members of the working-class
for a reduction in output and say that
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shortages are a big contribution to the pre-
sent position. The shorvtages of the post-
war years have been due, not to a failure
of supply, but to abnormally high demand.
The production of most commodities is
higher than before the war, not merely in
absolute figures but per head of a substan-
tially inereased population, and yet we have
shortages. The most severe shortages have
been in fuel and power, the produetion
of coal per head of population in 1948-49
was 8 per eent. higher than in 1938-39, that
gas was 47 per cent. higher, and electricity
58 per cent. higher. In spite of all the
criticism of the housing lag, there were more
houses per head of population in Australia
when the census was taken in 1947 than
there were when the census was taken in
1921. We did mnot hear any outery of
a housing shortage in 1921, for the
simple reason that people then could
not afford to buy more than there were.
Full employment, which we emphasise, and
higher real incomes for those in the lower
income groups, have increased the demand
for homes and many other things, such as
higher-quality food, milk, fruit, -clothing,
ete. Who will eontend that the workers are
not entitled to them? It would have needed
a phenomenal inerease in production to meeb
the arrears in demand quickly. Employers
could not have achieved it-—I say that
deliberately—no matter what incentives they
were given.

Surely to goodness
expeet any greater imcentive than they
were given! They were, in fact, given better
incentives than they ever had. It had never
been easier to make sales or profits.
Insolvencies were at a minimum. Aeccording
to the national-income estimate, in 1946-47,
company profits after taxation were 50 per
cent. above those of pre-war times, 65 per

they could not

. cent. above them in 1948-49 and 90 per cent.

above them in 1949-50. That seems a
reasonable incentive, even after making full
allowanece for increased prices. TUncontrolled
inflation, of course, would have meant still
higher profits in the short run. So it is
not surprising that short-sighted business
men, not thinking of a slump ahead, chafed
at inflation controls imposed by the Chifley
Government.

The only important thing that the Govern-
ment eould have doune iv inciease produetion,
and did not do, was, to exercise greater con-
trol over produetion. Australia’s main
difficulties during the post-war period have
been due to the tremendous increase in the
demand for suech basic essentials as coal,
steel, building material, and house-building
labour. Shortages in these fields have greatly
retarded the production of many other com-
modities. Had the Chifley Government con-
tinued their war-time prohibition of mnon-
essential production and their war-time
direction of labour into industries essential
for the transition period, these shortages
could have heen overcome much more
efficiently and rapidly. Yet the Government
were never eriticised for abandoning these
controls. The publiec was entitled to decide
how mueh control it was prepared to stand.
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But later complaints about the consequences
of decontrol suggest that had the people been
better informed they might have preferred
retention of controls for a longer period.

The 40-hour week has been blamed by the
Press and some hon. members opposite for a
certain degree of inflation. I remind hon.
nmembers opposite, however, that the hon.
member for North Toowoomba, when deliver-
ing his speech on the Budget, drew attention
to the inflation in the United States. The
granting of the 40-hour week by the Com-
monwealth Court of Industrial Conciliation
and Arbitration from 1 January, 1948, may

- have temporarily reduced production, or at
least reduced the rate of increase of pro-
duction, but examination will show that the
adverse effects on production have been
greatly exaggerated.

For several reasons, the reduction in the
standard working week from 44 to 40 hours
did not reduce production in anything like
the same proportion. In many firms,
employers were stimulated by the pressure of
higher wage costs to introduce improvements
of management or new machinery, which
actually increased output or prevented a
serious fall. In other cases the 44 hours were
worked, the last four at overtime rates. This
raised the cost and prices but kept produe-
tion up.

Dr. 8. 8. Stevens, of the Department of
Eeonomic Research, Melbourne University,
conducted a survey of the effect of the intro-
duction of the 40-hour week on 70 Vietorian
firms. The investigation showed that during
1948 production per man-hour increased by
9 per cent. Increases in mechanisation and
improvement in management may have helped
in a small way, but the survey strongly
suggests that if the 40-hour week slowed up
the rate of production the effect was much
smaller than eritics of the policy believed.

Even assuming that in some small way
the 40-hour week acted as a brake on pro-
duetivity, it was to the Awustralian -workers
o long-awaited and prized improvement in
their living standard, a deliberate preference
for more leisure as against more goods.
Refusal to grant this improvement would, I
feel, have involved far greater losses to pro-
duetion through industrial unrest. The change,
however, was well timed. As Dr. Stevens
suggested in the preliminary report on his
survey, the change in the standard working
week, coming at a time when demand for
goods and services was high, but many short-
ages were Dbeginning to disappear, was
absorbed by industry much more easily than
it would have been in a condition of acute
shortage or depression.

The Chifley Government knew asg well as
their eritics that to increase supplies was
preferable to restrieting demand, but, as we
have seen, most of the measures the critics
proposed for stimulating production would
have been ineffective. Im the post-war
situation inereasing supplies could not possi-
bly bridge the inflationary gap. If inflation
was to be checked it was essential to control
demand.
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Direct controls over the amount of labour
and materials that could be used by industry
were abandoned when the war ended. Control
of business expenditure, therefore, had to be
exercised indirectly through controls of funds
available to business for ecapital expenditure,
The war-time control of borrowing from the
public through the issue of shares (capital
issues) was continued, to prevent wasteful use,
for example, of building materials to build
racecourses, breweries, hotels, or pieture
shows, rather than homes. Taxation of com-
pany profits was kept at high levels. How-
ever, the chief instrument for restraining
excessive business expenditure became the
control of bank advances. When industry
borrows money from the banks, it has so
mueh extra money to buy goods and ser-
vices. If production is at capacity, the extra
money cannot bring extra labour or other
resources into production; it merely forces
prices up.

The Commonwealth Government retained
their war-time powers over the volume of
loans to industry under the banking legislation
of 1945. This control of bank advances
Las been so smooth and efficient that its
inimense importance in maintaining economic
stability in the post-war years is easily over-
looked. It is mnot generally realised how
grave would have been the consequences of
mismanagement of banking policy. Over-
expansion of bank loans is akin to over-
expansion of the note issue. When a Govern-
ment print notes indiseriminately to pay for
their needs, they increase demand indis-
criminately and cause a runaway inflation.
Exaetly the same thing would have happened
had the banks been allowed to issue credit
indiseriminately. The experience of the post-
war vears has demonstrated how essential it
is in modern economy for the banking policy
tu be dovetailed into general economic poliey.
This is possible only if ome authority is
ultimately responsible for both and if that
authority has adequate control over the hank-
ing system.

Government expenditure on goods and
cervices makes claims on scarce resources in
the same way as private expenditure. One
aspect of an anti-inflation policy, therefore,

must he to keep watch on Government
expenditure, usually referred to as publie
expenditure.  But that does mot mean

that expenditure by private firms or con-
sumers should always receive preference over
those forms of expenditure that meet the
needs of a community as a whole, such as
defence, education, transport, irrigation or
social services, which arc therefore most con-
veniently  carried out through  public
anthorities.

At the end of the war the Commonwealth

Government’s demand for goods for war
purposes fell heavily, releasing resources for
civilian  production. Commonwealth and

State Governments also helped by further
postponing public works and projects already
deferred during the war. The only important
increase in expenditure of this kind spon-
sored by the Federal Govermment was in
housing, but I think hon. members will agree
that was a case of dire necessity. Yet no
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aspect of the Chifley Government policy has
been more vociferously attacked by the anti-
Labour parties and Press than their alleged
excessive expenditure.

I admit that much of the eriticism has not
really been aimed at the level of Government
expenditure. Many of the Chifley Govern-
ment crities disliked the objects of expendi-
ture, that is to say, increased social services
and essential Government controls of the
economy, and hoped, by enlisting the support
of the taxpayer, to get controls and social
services slashed. TFor the rest, criticism of
excessive and wasteful Government expendi-
ture has arisen mainly from the faet that the
Government did in fact spend more in each
of the post-war years than they did before
the war. But so has everyone, because prices
have risen.

If we examine the position we shall find
that there is no foundation for the elaim that
there were high inereases in Government
expenditure from 1938-39 to 1948-49. In
1938-39 the Governments (Commonwealth,
State and Loeal) purchased for ecivilian
purposes 10.75 per cent. of the total goods
and services available, in 1946-47 10.76 per
cent. and in 1947-48 10.75 per cent. and in
1048-49 11.71 per cent. so that in 1947-48
the perecentage was exactly the same as in
1938-39. The inereased expenditure of almost
1 per cent. over pre-war years in 1948-49

was due in the main to public works
and maintenance carried out by State
Covernments.

In one respeet, and I admit it quite
candidly, Government policy may have

inereased demand in the provision of ecash
social-service benefits. These cost £31 million
in 1938-39 and £103 million in 1948-49. Much
of this rise merely reflected inereased rates
of pensions to compensate for the inerease in
the cost of living. Merely to prevent social
service benefits from falling behind other
incomes, they increased their cost by £60
million between 1938-39 and 1948-49. Allow-
ing for this, we find that new social services
cost about £20 million per annum extra
during post-war years. This amount is not
a net addition to total demand. As these
payments are financed out of taxation, the
taxpayers’ demand is reduced, though it is
doubtful whether it is to the same extert ==
the demand of pensioners and others us
increased.

The assumption, therefore, that increases
in social-service expenditure have been a
major factor in post-war inflation is wrong.

But what if improvements in social services
had made a major addition to total demand?®
Would any hon. member suggest that, in view
of the necessity of restraining total expendi-
ture in the country, the requisite economies
should have been made at the expense of the
poorest and neediest among the people, the
aged, invalid, widows and others receiving
social-service benefits? That is what criti-
cism of exeessive expenditure on social ser-
vices implies. Australia, once one of the
most progressive nations in matters of social
policy, has fallen a long way behind other
countries in the quality of her social services.
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Some of the improvements made by the
Chifley Government were long overdue and
were justified, even if they required somewhat
greater economy in other directions.

Mr. Dewar: But the major improve-
ments in social services have been brought
in by the Menzies Government.

Mr. DONALD: If that interjection is
made when the hon. member is in a serious
mood, I should hate to hear what he might
say when he is in a frivolous mood.

I shall not be so foolish as to suggest that
the exceptional prosperity we have enjoyed
in Australia for several years has been
entirely, or even mainly, due to the Labour
Government’s poliey, but it has ecertainly
helped.  World shortages and bountiful
seasons have enabled Australia to take the
full advantage of record éxport prices, and
post-war demands have made it somewhat
casy to maintain full employment, The
danger during the last five years was not low
prices and unemployment. On the contrary
it was, and still is, a heectic boom and infla-
tion, followed by slump and depression. The
Commonwealth Labour Government’s record
must be judged by their success in maintain-
ing a reasonable degree of economic stability.
If mistakes were made, they were not those
charged by the Chifley Government’s crities,
but, on the contrary, were mistakes rendered
unavoidable by the need of any democratic
Government to carry the public with them in
their policies. If the policy was mnot as
suceessful as it might have been, the blame
rests with those who, from ignorance or
grecd, misled the people into withholding
support from policies more adequate to the
nation’s needs.

Before long, with the rest of the world,
Australia  will very likely enter a new
economic phase. The economiec dangers that
will confront us will be the opposite ones
to those with which we have had to deal
since the war: falling instead of rising prices,
deficieney of demand instecad of excess
demand, and unemployment instead of a
labour shortage. To the average Australian,
still earrying the memories of the 1929-33
depression, the dangers of this new phase will
be very familiar. They will require no less
" wise Government control than
wis provewany phase, which is about to end.
The penaltv for heeding the apostles of
business freedom may indeed be very
disastrous.

PSR

I conclude by saying that the Menzies
Government will be well advised to remember
and learn from the lessons of the post-war
years.

Before resuming my seat, I should like to
thank the Government for their aetion in
advertising for a lecturer-organiser in the
coal-mining industry who will be attached to
the Ipswich Technical College. Such an
appointment was promised some time ago,
and will fill a long-felt want in the coal-
mining industry. Those who are directly con-
nected with that industry are jubilant at
the faet that these advertisements have been
ingerted in the loeal and overseas Press, and
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are hopeful that everything will be in readi-
ucss to enable this lecturer-organiser to take
up his duties at the commencement of the
next academic year.

Mr, WORDSWORTH (Cook) (2.34 pm.):
It was not my intention, on being elected to
this Parliament, to indulge in personalities,
and so far I have heen able to grapple
successfully with any personal problems that
have arisen without taking advantage of
privilege. However, I was mildly attacked by
an hon. member on a recent oceasion when
I was absent; I refer to the hon. member
for Carpentaria. Although his attack was
very mild, I intend to reply to it. He
endeavoured to belittle statements that I had
made on the ground that I was talking about
places to which I had never been.

In reply let me tell him that I have not
spoken of places where I have never bheen
ar.d that I have been to quite a number of
new places in my electorate since 1 was
clected. I suggest to the hon. member for
Carpentaria. that had he given as much
attention to that part of the Cook electorate,
wiieh he then represented prior to the
redigstribution, as he had given to his own
private business I should not be here today.

So mueh for myself. I now must take
sides on behalf of an old friend and colleague,
the hon., member for Mirani. Prior to the
war I spent most of my life at Gordonvale,
in North Queensland, where I knew the hon.
member for Mirani, I knew him when I
was a lad and later on the part that he played
in the development of the district. It has
been implied, I think by the hon. member
for Bundaberg, that the hon. member for
Mirani was not very well liked and indeed
has a bad name in that part of the State.
The hon. member for Mirani’s name ranks
amongst the highest for the part he has taken
in the development of that arvea in North
Queensland. When the hon. member for
Mirani was a working-man he fought for his
rights in the early days and in those times
there were many rights the working-man did
not get. The hon. member saw that he got
them and he, with other farmers in the
Mulgrave district, organised to fight the
sugar-mill eompanies for due recognition, and
ultimately got it. I do mno propose to go
into all the things that he did in the develcp-
nient of the area but if you want any proof
cf his actions and of what I say then let
me tell you that whenever the hon. member
for Mirani visits Gordonvale, one of his
former employers, whom he bashed as a
working-man, always invites him to be his
guest, thereby indicating that he appreciated
the faet that the demands made by the hon.
wember for Mirani as a cane-cutter were
always just. Let me give further proof, if
it is necessary. During the last Federal
eleection campaign the hon. member for
Mirani carried out the ecampaign in the sub-
division of Gordonvale for the Country Party
candidate, Mr. Tom Gilmore, and for the
first time in history the anti-Tabour poll was
in exeess of the Lahour poll in that area.

So much for personalities. It has been
notable that everyone who has spoken on
this debate so far has been unanimous or
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at least has given lip-service to the need for
developing the undeveloped parts of the State,
particularly the far north of Queensland. In
the last few days there has been a chanee
for the Glovernment to show their sincerity in
this respect, only in a small way it is true,
but it is something that is required right
away. Last week I asked a question of the
Treasurer in the House and for the time
Leing the answer has been satisfactory.
There are people endeavouring to establish
a new industry in the Bailey Creek area
between the Daintree River and Cape Tribu-
lation. They have proved that they can grow
rice but the cost of transport facilities was
out of all proportion to what they could get
for that produet. The result now is that they
have 5 tons of last vear’s crop but they have
noe means of transporting it economically.
All they are asking is for immediate assistance
iu the way of cheap transport for this riee.

The 100-foot motor vessel ¢‘Merinda’’
makes a weekly trip to Cooktown. It calls
at an anchorage at Cape Tribulation but not
at Bailey Creek. These people ask for
immediate help, that that motor vessel be
subsidised—the amount will not be great-—so
that it might ecall at the mouth of Bailey
Creek to enable these pioneer settlers to load
their produce and keep contact with the port
of Cairns.

The next thing they require—and they
have asked for it for years through the
Douglas Shire Council—is the opening up of
the Bailey Creek-Cape Tribulation area by
the construction of a road. There is some
excellent land there. In fact, the land was
reported on in 1922 by the Royal Commission
of which Mr. W. Harris was chairman., That
commission recommended the establishment
of a sugar mill at Tully to open up that area,
and in doing so said that the Bailey Creek-
Daintree area should receive second prefer-
ence for the establishment of a sugar mill,
I mention that to show that there are
thousands of acres of first-class land in that
area that at present are growing nothing
but virgin serub.

The Treasurer, in answer to my question
last week as to the construetion of a road
from the Cook Highway to Bailey Creek,
said there was mo record that any promise
to counstruet that road had been made. I
accept his statement but I have no doubt
that he is aware of a statement I made in
this Chamber previously that Mr. Kemp, the
then Main Roads Commissioner, had given a
verbal undertaking to the chairman of the
Douglas Shire Counecil, Mr. Raymond Rex,
a man known well to the Ministry, that he
would construct a road from the Daintree
into this land at Bailey Creek to enable it to
be opened up. Shortly afterwards Mr. Kemp
was seconded from that sub-department and
appointed to a higher position, but nothing
has been done about the road since.

I am aware there are certain difficulties.
I discussed the matter with a Minister out-
side the House the other day. A bridge
over the Daintree River would probably cost
£25,000, some say £50,000. That expendi-
ture would probably be made for a few
people, who would use it immediately, but it
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must be recognised that immediately road
access was given this land many owners of
the land would proeeed to develop it. If the
Government think that the construction of a
bridge is not possible at present, they can
still provide road access for these people.
They could provide a small ferry similar to
that in use at Moggill. That would be a
start as it would provide some means of
access, The people of the distriect contend
that a dry-weather road can be constructed
in two or three months by means of a bull-
dozer. It is up to the Government to prove
their sincerity in even this small way and
give this area an opportunity to be developed.
There is no doubt about its richness or the
need to populate it with the utmost
expedition.

The Treasurer has budgeted for a deficit
for this finaneial year. That is something
that Governments can do but individuals
cannot, If an individual budgeted for a
deficit and it became an accomplished fact
he could only continue to live by bartering
pumpkins and eabbages for eggs over the
fenee with his neighbour or sending the
kids down town selling bottles for 2d. each.

If the total of our expenditure is to exceed
the total of our foreseen revenue, it is up to
the Treasurer, I think, to obtain that revenue
by some other means.

Mr, Powers What would you suggest?

Mr. WORDSWORTH: 1
soulething,

Mr, Power: What do you suggest cutting
out?

Mr, WORDSWORTH: I am not going to
cut out anything. Do not think for a moment
that I am omne of those punters who have
hundreds of pounds to spend on racehorses.
However, like 90 per cent. of Queenslanders
and Australians, I enjoy a little flutter at
certain times, even though it may be only 3s.
or 10s. or even 2s. 6d.—and we usually try
the hardest race in the country—the Mel-

will suggest

bowime  Cup.  The point is that the
majority of the people of Queensland
and Auvstralia like to have a small bet,

at least a couple or three times a year. We
live in a democracy. There are people who
do not believe in betting; they do mot think
it is any good for us or for themselves; and
they are entitled to their opinion, as long
as they do not try and stop other people from
doing what they think is right, that is, of
course, if those other people are in the
majority. That is the essence of democracy.
The majority of people do like to have an
occasional bet at least. In this State, with
the exception of the people in Brisbane—
quite a number of people in Brishane do not
go to the raeces to have their bets—the
majority of the people who desire to have a
bet on the Melbourne Cup or the Caulfield
Cup are forced, through the action of this
Government, to break the law. If the people
are eompelled to break some of the laws you
cannot blame them for breaking other laws.
I mention this to the Treasurer as an avenue
from whieh he eould obtain increased income
and at the same time give the people oceasion

[24 OcTOBER.]

Supply. 813

for more respect for the law, because the
present Act is causing people to have dis-
respect for the law. They know the S.P.
bookies operate in every town of any size
within this State, and they know that
periodically they are pounced upon and if
they do not appear they are fined £50—
recently it went up to £100 and some of them
are appearing now—but that is looked upon
as their taxation.

Mr. Alkens: Their licence fee.

Mr, WORDSWORTH : Their licence fee.
If, on the other hand, they appear, instead
of forfeiting bail they are fined only £30
and they get a conviction recorded against
them. So naturally most of them do mot
appear and everything goes on its merry way.
The point is that if you and I go into an
S.P. betting shop—which is a eommon gaming
house under the law—iwve are liable to be -
arrested for being in a common gaming house.
The whole thing is entirely wrong. As far
as I can see, the only advantage of the Act
that prevents the legalising of S.P. shops or
betting shops under proper control is to the
racing clubs of Brisbane. I look at it from
the point of view of the country man. If
we are in Brisbane and there is a major race
on in some other part of Australia, we can
go out to the races and lay our money, but
the country man is forced to break the law,
if he desires to bet. Quite a number of
Brisbane pcople break the law on Saturday

afternoons by telephoning Detting shops.
The objection of the large racing eclubs

in Brishane. to the legalising of betting
shops could be overcome by closing
these shops while the racing is taking place.
Obviously, if they are left open at such a
time, a number of people will not attend the
races but will be sitting round radio sets
listening to the races, and consequently the
clubs, which have to provide prize moneys
and are put to other expense, would lose a
certain amount of money.

Mr, Aikens: S.P. shops in some country
places close now when the racing is on.

Mr. WORDSWORTH: They do by agree-
ment in all places.

Mr. Power: You are advocating the
legalising of betting shops?

XMr. WORDSWORTH: They should be
legalised and this would also give another
avenue for revenue to the State, and a con-
siderable amount of revenue at that. Such
action would also inerease respect for our
laws.

The other day I listened to a radio news
item giving information that a spokesman
from the Department c¢f Public Lands or
some other department complained of the
greatly increased price in land and said this
was making it more difficult to settle soldiers
on the land. In faet, it was stated that land
priced at £4 an acre some few years ago was
now costing the Government £12 an acre to
buy. I suggest that the Government give
consideration to distriects where mainly lip-
service only has been given to the potential-
ities of the land, distriets in which the land
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conld be bought for virtually nothing. And
Lere I might mention the Cooktown, Laura,
Melvor and Dighton River areas, where land
c¢an be bought for 5s. an acre or less. It is
places such as this that the Government should
be endeavouring to open for settlement,
places in which land prices are not high,
because of lack of competition. At present
they can get in on the ground floor, buy
the land, and settle soldiers on it. They
need have no fear now that people will not
want to live in sueh places. Here I acknow-
ledge the fact that within the past fortnight
the highway wunder econstruetion between
Cairns and Cooktown is mnow completed.
Certainly it is only a fair-weather highway,
but it is a highway; improvements such as
the construetion of bridges and resurfacing
can be effected as time goes on. There is now
» State-wide interest in the area but if the
Department of Public Lands got to work
and bought some of this land while it is still
cheap it could be opened up for soldier settle-
ment. The Government should not wait
another six months, thus allowing some land
mrostors to get in there, buy up the land and
offer it for sale at £8 or £10 an acre. Recently
two members of the shire couneil of this
area interviewed several Ministers and since
they have returned to the area they have heen
inundated with letters inquiring as to the
possibilities.

, I%r. Sparkes: What is the land suitable
Gr?

Mr. WORDSWORTH: I will not mention
cabbage, lettuce, tomatoes, &e., beeause they
would immediately bring forward the inter-
jection, ¢“Where will you find a market for
them?’’ hut I would mention three basie
commodities. It has been proved that they
can be successfully grown in the area, because
they have been grown there for the past 50
to 70 years. They are cotton, peanuts, and
citrus fruits. Citrus fruits T will dismiss,
inasmuch as the marketing aspect comes in,
but it has been proved that the distriet is
capable of growing very good tobaeco leaf.
Of the three certainities, cotton has a
guarantced price and Australia’s peanut
demand is such that one of the leading
peanut men in Australia made a state-
ment recently that we shall be importing
nuts next year. We know that we are
not half way towards supplying Australia’s
requirements of tobacco and even when we
catech up with the demand in Australia there
is the demand all over the world for this
product. There is another challenge to the
sincerity of the Government. They can do
this if they want to. They might be as
sinecere about the development of the North
as I am but it has taken them over 35 years
to become keen.

The Government are supposed to be an
anti-monopoly Government but there has been
a general trend, going on for years—and it
is inereasing all the time—~for monopolies to
control everything in the State. This
monopoly business has extended to the enter-
tzinment industry, because in every area you
will find a monopoly buying up the picture
shows in a town where there are three and
closing two of them. After about 12 months
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the one remaining picture show will be largely
screening second releases or third releases of
1939 vintage. In the big stores, you find
companies like Dalgety & Co., which has
lived on the wool-grower for 50 years, now
that the wool-grower has his own co-opera-
tive, out to buy the biggest store in every
town. That company is doing this. I can
quote three instances from memory. This
firm bought the largest store in Roekhampton
but runs it under the name of the previous
owner, Williams Pty. Ltd. I mention also
Friends of Gladstone and McKimmins of
Townsville.

Some thre¢ years ago there was great
agitation in North Queensland for the estab-
lishment of a cement works in the North.
There was agitation at Bowen to have the
works established at that fown; there was
agitation from the Mareeba-Chillagoe area,
where there is limestone in sufficient quanti-
ties to keep a cement works going for ever.
A new company called the North Australian
Cement Company was floated with the
controlling interest in the hands of the exist-
ing Queenstand Cement and Time Company
Ltd. at Darra. The Government supported
and made possible the formation of a new
company. The promised new company has
had the effect of silemcing the agitation in
the North. There is no sign of the estab-
lishment of a cement works at Stuart near
Townsville. I suggest that so long as the
Queensland Cement and Lime Company Ltd.
—and I have no particular prejudice against
the company—ecan supply somewhere near the
requirements of cement in Queensland from
Darra no works will be established in the
North. Work is proceeding on the railway
line but there is no sign of a cement works.
There is an acute shortage of cement in
virtually every town in North Queensland.
Builders and contractors cannot get it.

Mr, Power: There are shortages of other
materials as well.

Mr. WORDSWORTH: Yes. Some time
ago it was announced that any firm could
order as much cement as it wanted from the
South but over the last three or four months
sufficient railway trucks could mnot be got
for the carriage of cement, the reason being
that motor-ecars carry a higher freight
rate and, as a consequence, get priority.
I am not blaming the railways altogether
for that, although they are supposed to be

there for the benefit of the people.
The cement company has now put all
North Queensland merchants back on

a quota that is insufficient for their require-
ments; so that, even if the merchants could
get the railway trucks now, they still cannot
get enough cement. Why has the cement
company done this? I suggest that it was
done to ensure itself sufficient supplies of
cement for its new project in Brisbane, which
is to make bricks of house-building size for
the building trade in Brisbane.

The hon. member for Bremer had quite a
lot to say about price-control. I do not
want to criticise his opinion, beeause it is
generally held by people who have not had
much practical experience of price con-
trol. Price-control will work only if wages
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and other costs are pegged. That is why
it worked reasonably well during war-time,
but  when  wages were unpegged it
ceased to work. However, it was always
a very big thorn in the sides mnot
only of the Prices Branch, but also of those
pecple who had dealings with it. I knew
what I am talking about, because I had some
experience of price-control. It is one of the
greatest delaying factors on earth, yet I
agree that prices must be controlled by some
means. Whether it should be domne by con-
trolling profits or by some other means, I
am not sufficiently informed to say,

T shall proceed to show why there is always
a black-market where there is price-control.
Take the ease of a merechant import-
ing some everyday commodity required in the
building industry, such as plunge baths. I
had a lot to do with plunge baths, which were
on a quota till they started to come out from
England. The only firm in Australia manu-
facturing them was in Sydney. The mer-
chant in Cairns would receive a crate of six,
nine or a dozen baths and his customers
would immediately start to seream out for
them. Invariably it would be found that
the landed cost of the baths had inereased
since the previous consignment and, to keep
within the law, the merchant had to submit
an application for a price for the baths.
Delay would naturally result and the ecus-
tomers would go along to the person hand-
ling the baths and say, ‘‘The house belong-
ing to so-and-so is completely finished with
the exception of the hath.”’ The merchant
would say, ‘‘T can’t sell you a bath, because
I haven’t got a price.”’ The customer would
say, ‘‘I will give you £20 for a bath.’’ The
officials in the Prices Braneh were always
snowed under with applications, and some-
times it was six or seven weeks before a firm
could get an approved new price.

My, Power: There is no justification for
that today.

Mr. WORDSWORTH: It

happened
regularly.

In the meantime, the managing director of
the firm holding the baths, would say to the
manager of the hardware department, ‘‘You
are allowed only so much buying eapital and
you are supposed to turn it .over every so
often. You cannot have any more money
till you sell those baths.’’ Therefore, the
customer is clamouring for baths, the manag-
ing director is telling the manager of the
hardware department that he cannot get any
more till he has sold the ones on hand, and
the Prices Branch is snowed under with work
and delaying the selling of the baths.

Mr. Power: You said you sold them at
a black-market price.

Mr. WORDSWORTH: I did not say that,
I was selling for a reputable firm. I wanted
to point out the way in which black-markets
come about because so many people are pre-
pared to offer so much more for the thing
they want and cannot easily get tha® the
temptation to do it is there. After all, a lot
of people are subject to temptation.
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Then the hon. member for DBremer
referred to costs but it is generally realised
that the higher the cost the harder the
burden on the consumer of goods. ILet me
refer to an elementary matter in this con-
nection. Let us suppose, for instance, that
a merchant imports a 12-gallon copper
boiler at a landed cost of £1. The Prices
Branch allows him to add 20 per cent., or
4s., to the cost. That allows him to seil
the boiler at £1 4s. But lct us also assume
that later on costs increase because of
increased freights, increased wages and so
on, and that the landed cost of the boiler is
£2, to which he is allowed to add 20 per
cent. But that is 20 per cent. on £2, giving
him a selling price of £2 8s—he gets an
extra 4s. on that margin. The Prices
Branch saw how that operated some years
ago and tried to correct it by ecutting down
the money margin but it failed to take into
consideration the fact that the merchant
required the higher money margin beeause
the cost of running his own business through
higher wages, freights, ete., had also gone up.

Those are a few little simple things that
are not known to everyone and appiy to the
control of prices under what has come to be
regarded since the war as the orthodox
method. No wonder it has fallen down. 1
agree that we should have some form of
price-control and I think that the form that
has been promdsed, of control of profits, by
excess profits tax so long as it also pre-
vents the concealment of excess profits,
will be the proper one. The only other
one with any chance of success is
that designed to bring about inereased
production but a combination of the two will
probably save us from a good deal of
trouble in the future.

Much has been said about the establish-
ment of new States. Indeed, the Premier
proclaimed in the Press that he was in favour
of new States but if we had new States we
should be taxed at the rate of £4 a head
more. I do not know where he got that
figure beecause, after all, taxation is uni-
form throughout Australia. There has been
a great deal of talk in favour of new States
in Quecnsland but there always secms to be

a ‘‘but’’ attached to these statements.
As we know, Australia is about the
same size as the TUnited States of
America and the United States is the

most greatly developed country in the world.
That development has been largely brought
about by the faet that the country was divi-
ded into many small States, 48 in all. When
we have a look at the problem of new States
in Queensland we can see some difficulties.
For instance, in the case of education, if
Queensland was divided into three separate
States it would be a nuisance having to pro-
duce another two educational systems and
in the process perhaps quite a number of
people would want to alter the systems, a
state of affairs that would be not good from
an Australian point of view and -would
carry us further to the bad. I am a great
belicver in new States if at the same time
we delegate some of the funections of the
present State to the Commonwealth to make
the new States a practical idea.
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One department that would benefit by
unifiieation is education. Any person whose
livelihood has carried him from one State to
another, and has small children, can vouch
for that. I have had such experience in three
States, Vietoria, New South Wales, and
Queensland.  As you go north youa are told
that the ‘educational system of the State
is the best in the Commonwealth but you
find as you move your tamily from one
State to the other that on the assumption
that your new State’s educational system
is higher than the one you just left the
child » is  put back a grade just for
luck. Edueation would benefit from the uni-
fled system of education, if it had decentral-
ised control. I do not argue that someone
in Canberra should wield a big stick. Under
a unified system decentralization could be
maintained by Regional Directorates such as
that now operating at Townsville. Another
State instrumentality that would Dbenefit
from unification is railways. If unification
had been applied to our railways 50 years
ago, we should have standardised rallway
gauges today.

A considerable amount of thought must be
given to ereating new States. Tt might be
contended and logically so, that an area more
densely populated than another would have
a preponderence of electoral representation.
That would seem to be borne out by a state-
ment made by the Treasurer in relation to
alloeation , of loan and subsidy moneys
expended in various parts of the State for
the year ending 30 Juue, 1950, The amount
in Brisbane was 10 per cent loans but the
preportion of  subsidies  expended  in
Brishane was 55 per cent. That is out of
all proportion. That happens when the
bullk  of representation comes from one
area. I do not begrudge Brisbane anything,
even the electrification of its suburban rail-
way system. The only eriticism I have of
that proposal is that it should have been
consummated 20 years ago when Melbourne
completed and Greater Sydney ecommenced
electrification of their suburban railway
systems. Closer Government attention is
required to the development of our unde-
veloped areas. TFor that reason, and for
the reasons I have given before, there is quite
a lot of food for thought in the proposal to
create new States. We shall not get any
lasting justice until New States are created
in Queensland. I do not mean that we should
have something akin to three foreign States
where one exists now, but I do mean States
that will be created into three separate
governing and administrative groups. We
can get over difficulties associated with trans-
port by handing the control of railways to
the Commonwealth, with eertain safeguards
to the States to prevent the authorities in
Canberra from closing any section of railway
line and deciding against the extension of
any existing line. It might be possible to
apply to railways the same principle as I
suggested for education. TLater on other
Government instrumentalities, such as the
Police Foree, might be federalised. Some
fStthes have a good Police Foree and others
air.
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Mr. Smith: What about Queensland?

Mr. WORDSWORTH: Queensland has
the best force in the Commonwealth.

Mr. Smith: Don’t leave Queensland out.

Mr. WORDSWORTH: I will not. Our
thanks for that are due to Mr. Carroll and
Mr. Smith, not the hon. member for Carpen-
taria.

I should like to say something about our
railways—they are something that the people
own—and I do not wish to appear non-con-
structive in my ecriticism of them. I have
travelled on the Sunshine Express in the last
six months as many times as anybody, 1
suppose, and I ecannot help comparing it with
the serviee that it offered before the war.
Our railways are losing money. We know
they have to lose money to emable certain
primary industries in the sparsely populated
areas to survive. For instance, the railways
help the woollen industry by earrying sheep
in drought times at a rate considerably less
than cost, and that is essential to the great
woollen industry. The same applies to wmany
other primary industries. What I wish to
criticige is the direction in which the railways
are moving. The Minister for Transport is, 1
think, doing everything possible to rectify
certain shortcomings, but in one respeet I
think he could perhaps improve the railways,
that is, by putting them back to the standard
at which they were before the war.

Every time there is a eriticism of the rail-
ways one runs a risk beeause someone writes
to the paper and says what a wonderful job
they did during the war. They did an excel-
Ient job during the war; they were strained
to their utmost; they could not do another
bit of work. I know that the men were work-
ing as many hours as they could and that the
rolling stock had Deen run almost to a frazzle.
While this was being done, there was no
fighting in Queensland or in Australia. If
there had been fighting in Australia they
would have been required to do a terrific lot
more; but they did not have the capacity to
do much, if any, more than they were doing.

Let us take a look at our lest train—the
Suushine Express—in Queensland. It is
giving a pretty good service to the State, but
its standards are those of about 30 years ago
compared with those of any modern country.
RBefore the war I presume that the Com-
missioner for Raillways desired first-class
travellers to travel on the train, because he
would get more profit out of them. Second-
class travellers are carried at a very reason-
able fare and first-class passengers pay about
twice the second-class fare and in addition
one guinea a night for a sleeper. The state
of the Sunshine Express in post-war times
is sneh that it is causing people to use the
airways more and the rallways are losing
day after day potential first-class passengers
to the airways.

Let us look at relative conditions on a
trip that takes two days and two nights
from Brishane to Cairns or Cairns to Bris-
bane. In a second-class sleeper there are
three people in the one compartment and
three sleepers without any bedding on them

“but which are quite comfortable. When night
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falls, these people in the compartment can
pull up their sleepers themselves—it is a
matter of fixing up the centre one and you
have the lot—and it is a matter of mutual
arrangenient between the three passengers as
to whether they go to bed at 7 o’clock or
10 o’cloek. Most people who are over five
years of age like to stay out of bed later
than 8 o’clock. During the war the first-
class passenger was able to do so. The sleep-
ing compartment in the first-class compart-
ment provides for two passengers and before
the war there was a lounge car at the back
to which a passenger could go and smoke and
read, so that he could go to bed when he
felt like it. Since the war the lounge car
has never been on, so the first-class passenger
who does not want to get his head bumped
every time he moves has to go to bed as soon
as the slecper is put up. It is the conductor’s
job to do it at =nightfall. This condition
recently prompted a southern tourist to
remark, in my hearing, that the Queensland
Railways are virtually asking first-class
passengers to travel by air.

I have been speaking about the best train
in Quecensland, the Sunshine Express, but I
now will refer to the worst train, the Cairns-
Tableland train. Certainly this railway is
the best for scenery, the best of any in
Australin. The other day, in order to get
my figures right, I asked a question in this
House. Some of the engines and carriages used
on that line have been running there for
over 40 vears. There are 25 engines now in
vse wihich have been in use for over 40 years.
Tlie Minister for Transport replied that they
are regularly repaired and overhauled but the
hon. gentleman knows that they are old and
ot of date. Some years ago, before the
strengthening of the railway bridges between
Iunistnil and Cairns to enable the C 17 class
of engine to haul the Sunshine Express trains
to Cairns, three reasonably new and modern
PB.15 engines were stationed at the Cairng
depot. These engines were used on The
Tableland train as well as to haul the Sun-
shine Express, but since the strengthening
of the bridges mentioned before, these engines
have been sent South, and replaced by older
models.

Moreover, although the engines are 40
vears old and some of the carriages even
older than that, the trains on the Tableland
line run to the same timetable as 40 years
ago but haul a smaller load than at that
time. Is that indieative of progress? Is
even the Sunshine Express train progressive
compared with modern railway systems? No
doubt I shall be told not to forget that we
have had a war in Awustralia. But that
remark applies to Western Australia also
and that State is now running on the Perth-
Kalgoorlie line, to connect with the Common-
wealth Transcontinental train, a train with
air-conditioned lounge and dining cars.
Western Australia is farther from the Aus-
tralian steel works than Queensland but it
tis _operating this modern and progressive
rain,

I draw the attention of the Minister to
thgse facts because there are a number of
things that could be done to improve the
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railway service and attract additional revenue
and, after all, this is part of his objective.
It something can Dbe dome to induce the
people to make more use of the railways they
will certainly make use of them. People
will not be encouraged to travel on the rail-
ways if the trains are uncomfortable.

As to the booking of sleepers on the
Drishane-Cairns railway: if a passenger
books a fortnight or a month ahead, he will
obtain a good sleeper. I telephone the
Railway Department only about 24 hours
ahead of the time I wish to travel and
naturally do not expect to cbtain the best
of accommodation. That means the Pullman
which is an extra sleeper that is attached to
the Sunshine Express to Townsville. Pas-
sengers and econductors hate this pullman
sleeper and’ so far as women passengers are
concerncd these pullman sleeping cars are a
disgrace because one end is allotted to men
and the other to women, with only a eurtain
drawn across the aisle to make the partition
between the two sections.

My, Smith: The same principle operates
in the pullman ears in America and on the
Continent of Europe.

Mr, WORDSWORTH: I suggest that the
hon. member ride in this pullman sleeper.
I travelled in it only last week. Tourists
travelling in Queensland are sometimes
allocated berths on this pullman sleeper and
a South Australian tourist said to me that
the Queensland railways sesmed to want to
encourage tourists to travel by air. Cairns
to Brisbane ticket-holders in the pullman
sleeper travel in a sleeper from Cairns to
Townsville and on arrival at Townsville have
to change into their pullman sleeper eoach.
The slecper in which they travel from Cairns
has been booked for Townsville passengers.
This is an inconvenience and interferes with
the time allowed them for refreshments and
§0 OILL

Those are a few more things to be improved
to encourage people to use the railways, to
make it possible for more trains to be run
and therefore more income to be received
and less loss to be made on the Queensland
railways.

Much has been said about the steel industry
of Australia; much has been said too about
Bowen as being the logical place for the
establishment of a steelworks in Queensland.
Quite recently T travelled south on the same
train as Mr. Paddy Atherton, who was
Secretarv for Mines at ome time, and we
got onto the question of coke-ovens. He
wag the Minister responsible for the estab-
lishment of those ovens. It was recently
announced by the Government that it was
their intention to increase considerably the
number of coke-ovens at Bowen with a view
to helping the Australian steel industry.
That is a laudable objeet and T wish them
all success. I understand, however, that coke
is being imported into Australia—that we
cannot get enough to run our steelworks. We
have coke-ovens at Bowen and the logical
thing would be to inerease the production of
those ovens. As I said, it was announced
that the Government intended to increase the
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number of coke-ovens in the State consider-
ably so that we could increase the production
of coke to help in the production of steel.

In examining the actual faets in eonnee-
tion with our coke-ovens I intend to present
some information that I ask the Government
to consider carefully. Before you increase
the number of coke-ovens in this State it
would be a good idea if we got full produe-
tion from the coke-ovens we have at the
present time. Perhaps it is not generally
known that at Bowen there is a darg on the
workiug of coke-ovems. There are about 33
coke-ovens at Bowen and the darg limiting
production of coke provides for the working
of 12 ovens one day, 12 the next, and nine
the following day. Where is the common
sense in talking about inereasing the number
of coke-ovens Dbefore you get a veasonaple
production from existing ovens? I should
like to see 100 coke-ovens at Bowen but 1
think it is up to the Government to see that
they get production from the ovens they
have already got.

Mr. SMITH (Carpentaria) (3.28 p.m.):
In making my contribution to the debate on
the Financial Statement T should first like
to clear up a little matter mentioned by the
hon. member who has just resumed his seat.
He said that I personally attacked him.
When I replied to his ecriticism of the
alleged meglect by this Government of the
North, how the devil eould it be said that I
attacked him personally? I attacked the
hon. member on what he said. He said that
this Government neglected the Cape York
Peninsula. ‘What he did before he entered
this Chamber I do not know; I did not know
him until he came here. Te said that if I
had looked after the Cook electorate as I
looked after my business, he would not be
here. And neither he would. Tle still does
not know that at the only two polling booths
in the Cook electorate that were in the elec-
torate of Carpentaria he received a minority
vote, At the Coen polling booth and at the
Thursday Island polling booth he received
minority votes. The people of Coen, Wenlock
and Iron Range and that part of the old
Carpentaria electorate knew the value of my
services when I represented them, but those
people gave the hon. member a minority vote.
He still does not know what votes he received
in that part of the electorate. DBut let me
tell the hon. member that Queensland still
presents great opportunities for voung men.
As a young man, with my father, I had the
guts to go out and do something for myself.
That is what made me what I am today. My
hands and my guts earned me everything I
have today, and I do mnot want the hon,
member for Cook or anybody else to come
here and eriticise me. The same opportunity
as I had still exists in this State for anyone
who cares to take it. Young as the -hon.
member is if he and I were put in an acre
paddock where there were a goat and a lamb,
he would soon know who was eating the lamb.
I should not be eating the goat.
ment laughter.)

So much for that. That is the answer
to the hon. member for Cook. He still does
not know what goes on in the electorate he
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represents. I listened to him very atten-
tively this aftcrmoon and to his speech in
the Address in Reply debate, and I still
critiecise him in his political sphere as the
representative of the Cook electorate. If
he thinks I am being personal when I do
that, he should go home to his mother and
get his napkin changed; he is still a baby.
In his speech in the Address in Reply debate
and again this afternoon, the hon. member
kept right away from the part of his elee-
torate that I know so much about. Instead,
he dealt with the Atherton Tableland and
other electorates. He kept away from his
own electorate.

As I previously represented a part of the
hon. member’s electorate, I should like to
let him know something about the good work
that has been done there. This is an extract
from today’s issue of the ‘‘Courier-Mail’

““The Mayor of Cairng (Alderman W.

H. Murchison) and the District Engineer

of the Main Roads Commission (Mr. R.

Gallop) have returned from an overland

trip to Cairns and Cooktown. The Mayor

said Cooktown had a bright future and a

water supply was one of its first essen-

tials in its development. Commenting on
applications from prospective settlers, he
said he hoped that everything would be
done to eliminate land speculation. He
said the Main Roads Commission is doing
good work on the Byerstown Range and
road eonstruction was procecding froms
Cocn to Laura and Wenloek, and from
Wenlock to Portland Roads.™’

Is that
Clark?

Hr. Wordsworth: I commented on it.

not worth commenting on, 2Ir.

My, SMITH: It is worth commenting on,
because ss we read the Budget we ecan see
the sabotage of this State Labour Govern-
ment by the present TFederal Government,
ably assisted by hon. members opposite.
What a deplorable thing it is when we find
that as the result of the sabotage of the
present set-up in the national Parliament,
in spite of the present prosperity of the
nation, this State has had to budget for a
deficit and has had to ecurtail its pro-
grammme of works! The remarks
apply to all the other States.

Every day we read in the trade and finance
columns of the ‘‘Courier-Mail’’ and the
““Telegraph’’ that industries in this State
are earning huge profits. I am mnot con-
demning them on that score, but is it not
deplorable that the Menzies coalition erowd
at Canberra should take hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds from the taxpayers of this

s&ame

State and at the same time force the
Queensland Government to budget for a
deficit? The Federal Government have also

compelled the State Government to restrict
their works programme, an extensive pro-
gramme of work involving hospitals, schools
and other important works that go to make
this State. It issomething that the people of
this State should have something to say about.
I know that the Budget presents an oppor-
tunity to' the accountaney section of mem-
bers of Parliament to tear it about but we
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have frequently heard the hon. member for
Mundingburra say that accountants can be
picked up like bad pennies in a Jew’s shop.
They are proune to criticise the Budget from
the viewpoint of figures, but the average
person in this State wants to know: what 1s
the Government’s programme of work? At
present there is a huge programme of work
in relation to hospitals, a huge programme
in connection with education, and the build-
ing of schools; then there is the University,
and there is a huge programme outlined in
the Budget not only by the Government them-
selves but also by local authorities.

Only last August the Loeal Authorities
Conference held 1n Brishane decided upon the
amount of money that would have to be allo-
cated to enable semi-governmental author-
ities to carry out their works programmes
but the Premier found at the recent Pre-
miers’ C'onference in Canberra that the entire
scheme had been sabotaged by the present
Federal Government. We can deal with that
programme of work in detail so that it may
appear in cold print, thereby giving the
people in the outback parts of the State an
opportunity to know the facts as they glean
them from ¢‘Hansard.”’ ‘‘Hansard’’ is
very well cireulated by members of the Gov-
ernment Party. TLet us remind the people
that the Federal Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernment hoped by the restrietion of loan
money to bring the State Government in
Queensland to their knees. That nefarious
plot was helped by the delegation from hon.
members opposite that went to Canberra and
interviewed Mr. Menzies on matters of
development in this State. What would they
have said had a delegation of Communists
gone to Canberra seeking the elimination of
a works programme? A delegation from hon.
members opposite wént to sce Mr. Menzies
concerning the Queensland Government’s
programme of works in addition to the works
programme of local authorities as approved
by Mr. Kemp, the Co-ordinator-General of
Public Works, and this delegation asked Mr.
Menzies to approve only of such work as the
delegation thought should be done. The
Opposition would then be the first to get up
and declare that the Communist Party was
attempting to sabotage the Queensland
Labour Government. They can be placed in
the same category as the Communists; the
vigit of this deputation, which included hoth
the Leader and the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, was only an attempt to sabotage
the State’s programme of works, which had
been drawn up for the development of the
whole of the State, not a part of it. That pro-
gramme of works, which they attempted to
sabotage, was outlined by the Government to
the electors and approved by the Co-ordin-
ator-General of Public Works long before
30 June. The local authorities had bud-
geted for sewerage schemes, road works,
beautification schemes and amenities, all of
which had been approved by Mr. Kemp. The
Government in turn, through the Premier,
had submitted this huge programme of work
to the Iederal Government at Canberra.
Shortly after the visit of the Premier to Can-
berra tlie deputation from the Opposition
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also visited Canberra and interviewed Mr.
Menzies, and placed before him a programme
of works that they thought should have
pricrity. They were the saboteurs of the
State. I say that very emphatically and
loudly. They went to Canberra only beeause
they belonged to the same political breed as
Mr. Menzies and Mr. Fadden, and in an
attempt to persuade him to abandon the
programme of public works submitted to the
Federal Government by this Government.

The ten-point programme that the Oppo-
sition deputation urged before Mr. Menzies
did not contemplate public works beyond
the Tropic of Capricorn. The people of
North Queensland can thus test the sineerity
of the Opposition who advocate the develop-
ment of that portion of the State. If that
deputation had beenr from the Communist
Party the Opposition parties would have
asked for the implementation of the Com-
munist  Party Dissolution Bill before it
was really put into operation. The members
of the deputation did mnot represent the
people of Queensland; they represented the
Country Party and the Liberal Party. What
right had they to make their representations
to Mr. Menzies? Were they in a position to
carry out the publiec works they recommended
to Mr. Menzies? It was one of the cheekiest
requests that any party could possibly make.
Their objective in visiting Canberra appeared
to be for no other purpose than sabotaging
Queensland’s works programme, What right
had this deputation to go to Canberra?

An Opposition Member: It is a free
country.

Mr. SMITH: It is a free country; that
is why the Communists and other parties are
able to abuse that freedom. This is the
party that advocates dealing with the Com-
munists; let us advocate doing comething to
these people who have attempted to do some-
thing worse than the Communists have done.

Let me read of what irrigation and water
congervation schemes were started in this
State by Mr. Kemp.

Mr. H. B. Taylor: Didn’t the Commis-
sioner for Irrigation have something to do
with them?

Mr, SMITH: The hon. member’s party
went down to sabotage Mr. Kemp and the
Commissioner for Irrigation.

This is what “¢The Courier-Mail’’ had to
say on 15 December, 1944. This is what the

Liberal and Country Party leaders went
down to sabotage when they visited Mr.
Menzies tecently. The article reads as
follows :—

““PRACTICAL USE OF WATER.

““Mr. J. R, Kemp has given readers of
The Courier-Mail a ecarefully considered
account of what can be done with Queens-
land’s water resources Dby conservation
and irrigation measures.

“‘It may not satisfy some amateurs who
have been attracted by vast projects for
turning rivers into the frequently parched
interior of the State. But what Mr.
Kemp tells us holds much more certain
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promise of large and early developmental
benefit when peace releases manpower,
material, and machinery for extension of
irrigation in areas where therc is a supply
of surface or underground water to draw
upon.

‘“The work that has been done by the
Burcau of Investigation on Land and
Water Resources, under the chairmanship
of Mr., Kemp, sinece the bureau was
appointed last year, reveals praiseworthy
energy and practical direetion. The
question of combating erosion has not
been neglected. The Covermmwent should
be ready to go right ahead with a
soundly conceived programme for develop-
ing Queensiand’s land and water resources
as soon as the war is over.’’

This is what the Leader and Deputy
Leader of the Opposition decided to do at
Canbeira in order to sabotage the Govern-
ment proposals:—

‘‘More irrigation projects, particularly
in the Dawson, MecKenzie and Burnett
areas, and the Obi-Obi water scheme on
the North Coast.”’

That is away down in the southern part
of the State. They went down to sahotage,
not only the Government, but the recom-
mendation by Mr. Kemp to the Bureau of

Industry. T wish this to be known by the
people of North Queensland, beeause the
Leader and the Deputy Leader of the

Opposition, when they were in the North,
were saying what they would do if they
were returned to the Treasury benches.
Now, because they have not received the
support of the electors, they have decided
to sabotage the efforts of this Government
to develop the North. We heard them
criticising the huge programme of works to
be earried out in this State by the Govern-
ment. Ever since I can remember it has
been the policy of the Opposition to do that
kind of thing, but immediately a project
becomes a success they begin to eulogise it.
One need only read the pages of *¢Han-
sard’” in the years 1923 to 1926, during the
early stages of the development of ITt. Isa,
to see that that is so. The then State
Labour Government deeided to help this
then small mining concern develop this
mineral field.

Mr. M. B, Taylor: Who were the prin-
cipals in those days?

Mr. SMITH: The principals in those
days were Queenslanders. They were assisted
by the Labour Government at the time.
When this was diseussed in this Chamber the
Opposition ealled for four divisions in an
attempt to prevent the Labour Government
from building 64 miles of railway-line from
Duchess to Mount Isa, contending that it
would he omnly a white elephant. Mineral
deposits nowadays can be developed only by
huge mining econeerns. The huge copper
deposits in the Cloncurry flield can be
developed only in this way but the Opposi-
tion objeeted to concessions to the huge
Broken Hill South Companv as an induee-
ment to come to Queensland and endcavour
to develop these low-grade copper deposits
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on much the same scale as Mount Isa. The
Leader of the Opposition eriticised the Lab-
our Governmient for giving concessions to
the Broken Hill South Company and the
Zine Corporation. Cloneurry copper deposits
were not the only minerals in view. Other
distriets in North Queensiand could be
developed on much the same scale as Mount
Isa. At that time the Leader of the Opposi-
tion had much to say and criticised the
Govermment. The small prospector-miner is
now out of date. Huge low-grade mineral
deposits have to he developed on what might
be termed mass-production lines and the ounly
way by which we shall get these Queensland
deposits developed is by inducing similar
concerns as Mount Isa to come in and do it.
In the days before 1922, copper shows such
as Mount Ellictt and Mount Cuthbert closed
down. They eould not treat ore below 8 per
eent. in copper. Today the Broken Hill
South Company want nothing over 4 per cent.
and even lower than that if it can be got in
large quantities.

Mr. Kerr:s On present-day prices.

Mr. SMITH: Not on present-day prices.
I am referring to 1948. The Broken Hill
South Company said it could work profitably
a deposit having from 2 per cent. to 4 per
cent. copper and about 4 dwtis. of gold to
the ton at the then prices of such metals.
The Ieader of the Opposition on 1 May,
1948—

““Speaking at Buderim tonight, the
Leader of the Country Party, Mr. Nicklin,
veferring  to  the State Government’s
deeision to grant the right of prospecting
2,000,000 aecres of Queensland’s richest
mineral area in the north te the Broken
Hill Pty,, said it was only in keeping with
Labour’s policy of assisting monopolistie
capitalism.

‘It paralleled the Government’s aection
in 1933 when two well bhorers, Bode and
Kirton, were refused license to prospeet
an area of 500 ac uear Hughenden for
coal, yet some vears Iater the Government
granted Mount Isn Mines Ltd., licenses to
operate the same arca.

‘“Mr. Nieklin said the dark secret of
Labour’s mining policy had at last scen
the light of day.’’

At the present time the Leader of the
Opposition is objecting to huge works like
the Burdekin River Scheme and the Tully
River Falls project, just the same as his
party objected to the building of the line to
Mt. Isa. We have to remember these things;
the people of Queensland will haverto know
them and the only way they can be informed
of these things is by means of speeches made
in  this  Chamber and  published in
‘‘Hansard,”” a publication that ecirenlates
very freely among the people of the western
part of the State.

We heéard much said in this Committee
about the introduction of the 40-hour work-
ing week. We heard much agitation by hon.
nmembers opposite and by Mr. Menzies and
members of his party in the Federal sphere.
They eall for more produetion and say that
greater production will have to be achieved

00
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by the workers of the Commonwealth. They
have not mentioned any section of the
workers nor have they pointed the bone at
any section in regard to the lack of produec-
tion. If there is less production under a
40-hour working week, how is it that huge
concerns and business people are making the
profits they make? Would these big business
concerns have elamoured for permits to put
up expensive additions to their factories if
they were mnot making profits? Barry &
Roberts and similar firms are kicking out the
little tenants in their business premises so
that they ecan have extended areas for their
operations. Does that indicate that the
40-hour working week is retarding the pro-
gress of these people? TIs the 40-hour work-
ing week retarding the profits of the Mt. Isa
mines ?

Mr. H. B. Taylor: Is there such a thing
as incentive payments?

Mr. SMITH: Not incentive payments,
but a lead bonus is paid.

My. Kerr: The more they produce the
more they get.

T Mr. SMITH: When the price of lead
falls the amount of the bonus falls. If the
tonnage falls the lead bonus does not fall.
The lead bonus falls and rises according to
the price of the metal-—the price of lead in
America. The price of lead in the month
of October fixes the rate of bonus paid by
the company in November.

Mr. Aikens: And the workers get it
irrespective of preduction.

Mr. SMITH: Yes. Let me read what
the management has to say. I quote the fol-
lowing from the report of Mt. Isa Mines—

“¢Since 1 January, 1948, a 40-hour five-
day week has been worked throughout the
mine with the exceptions of underground,
transport and grizzly seetions. These latter
worked a 40-hour six-day week roster which
appears to satisfy haulage and hoisting

requirements necessary to maintain mill

capacity.’’

The miners at Mt. Isa work a 40-hour
week in five days but the haulage men work
the same hours spread over six days. The
management say that this does not ailect the
company so far as the 40-hour week is con-
cerned. The annual report of the Under-
Secretary for Mines states in relation to
Mt. Isa—

‘“Production of lead ore only proceeded
satisfactorily throughout the year, 'with
the following exceptions—?’

The exceptions were only accidents and coal
strikes. It continues—

‘A 40-hour five-day week has been
worked throughout the mine with the
exception of underground transport and
grizzly sections which have continued to
work a 40-hour six-day vroster satisfac-
torily.”’

Are the shearers working to the detriment
of the graziers under the 40-hour week? Is
not the wool! coming in in the same quan-
tities as it did before? Are the pastoral
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workers in the cattle industry not producing
as mauch under the 40-hour week as they
did before? Are the shop assistants loafing
under the 40-hour week?

Although I do not desire to criticise the
hon. meniber for Kedron personally or his
business, I heard him say here the other
day that every worker in this State should
work a 48-hour week. Was it mnot the
honest work of cmployees in DBruce Pie
Industries Ltd. that enabled the hon. mem-
ber to produee all the material that he did
and to pay a bonus? Are the workers in
the textile industry loafing under the 40-
hour week? When hon. members opposite
criticise the workers of this State and say
they are not pulling their weight, let them
name the industry they have in mind.
They cannot do it.

Mr, Kerr: What about the tying-up of
ships in our ports?

Mr, SMITH: Let the hon. member give
us figures.

The Federal court has just completed the
hearing of the basic-wage case, which lasted
for 18 months, and ‘this is what Judge
Dunphy had to say about production—

‘¢At times sweeping allegations are

made that the Australian worker, as a
class, is mnot putting forth his best
efforts during the shortened working
hours.

“‘No substantial evidence was produced
to support such a proposition except as
far as the coal miners were concerned.

““In fact, the greater proportion of
emplovers’ witnesses were not prepared to
support such an allegation.

“¢“My own observation is that some
workers are working harder and faster
than before.”’

That gives the lie to the statements made
so consistently by hom. members oppposite.
During a hearing that went on for 18
months, witnesses for the employers did not
give one substantial item of evidence of non-
production by workers. Hon. members
opposite get up and say these things with
Joud mouths

Mr, Kerr: That was a minority report.

Mr, SHITH: I will read them all. I
cannot find where Judge Foster said any-
thing detrimental about the workers of the
Commonwealth; neither did Judge Kelly.
He said—

¢“If that brought about the transfer of
labour from unessential to the essential
industries, a better balance in production
would be achieved, also the threat of
inflation depending on the extent of the
transfer achieved might become less
serious.””’

Mr, Kerr: Do you think that is a good
idea?

Blr, SHITH: It may be or it may not be,
but not one of the judges, who listened to
thousands of words spoken by advocates for
the employers, heard any allegations that
the workers were not putting their weight
behind industry.
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It is something worth ventilating, but it
makes you angry to hear certain hon. mem-
bers opposite say on every day and at every
opportunity that the workers of the State
are not pulling their weight in industry. Let
them name any industry in which the workers
are not pulling their weight. First we have
the coal-mining industry,

An Oppesition Member: The wharfies.
Mr. SMITH: The wharfies?
Mr. Sparkes: The building industry, too.

. Mr. SMITH: Are the men in the dairy-
ing industry working less since the introdue-
tion of the 40-hour week? The hon. member
for Fassifern may be able to tell us that.
Are the men in the pastoral industry working
less sinee the introduetion of the 40-hour
week? Let the honm. member for Aubigny
answer that. Of course they are mot. The
hon. member for Roma is a sheep-grower.
Let him tell us whether the pastoral workers
are working less or whether the shearers are
working less since the introduction of the
40-hour week,

Mr. Watson: What about sugar?

Mr. SMITH: Are the shearers not
entitled to some Dbenefit out of the
£600,000,000 wool-clip of Australia? The hon.
member for Mulgrave said that the sugar-
growers werc loafing on the job.

Mr, Watson: I did not say that.

Mr. SF«HTH: The hon. member did,
because he said, ‘‘What about the sugar
workers?’’

Mr. WATSON: I rise to a point of order.
I have never ecriticised the sugar workers.
I merely had in mind the half-day a week
over the 40 hours that they are working in
dealing with big crops this year.

Mr. SMITH: The hon. member said,
‘“What about the sugar workers?’’ but if the
hon. member has not got the guts to get up
and say that he said it, then I accept his
explanation.  However, he furnishes the
answer to my question—there has been
increased produetion in the sugar industry.
More ships are coming to Australia than ever
before.

Mr. Sparkes: But they eannot get out.

¥r. SMITH: The hon. member is able
to seud his beef overseas, and somehow or
other it is not rotting in this country. The
ships ean take it overseas to Great Britain
and sell it at prices greater than those ruling
in Australia today. I do not smell any
rotting meat about the city of Brisbane that
cannot be sold by the hon. member for
Aubigny. The wharf-lumpers are loading his
meat, and it is going overseas with sugar
and other primary produects, :

T like to refer to these matters, but it is
deplorable that in the midst of all this pros-
perity the State has to budget for a huge
deficit.

My, Sparkes:
explaining.

That will take some
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Mr. SMITH: It is easy to explain, and
I will explain it now. Did not a delegation
from hon. members opposite recently visit
Canberra to tie up with the Menzies Govern-
ment and sabotage the State and its finances?
It was successful in blocking many items on
the Government’s works programme. Hon.
members opposite aceuse this Government of
being a Socialist Government trying to oust
private enterprise. Let me read what the
Government have done to induce private
industry to operate,

Mr. H. B. Tayler: What are you gquoting
from?

Mr. SMITH: I am quoting from a little
book issued by the Premier. Its statements
are quite honest, although they might be
foreign to the hon. member. It enumerates
what the Government are doing to help
private industry, but by the mere fact that
the hon. member’s Leader and Deputy Leader
proceeded to Canberra and urged certain
public works before Mr. Menzies and Mr.
Fadden they ecndeavoured to prevent this
State from getting allocations of money for
that purpose. Nevertheless, they felt they
were doing a good job. They have the same
political aspirations as Mr. Menzies and by
Lack-door methods have attempted to retard
the progress of this State. I heard the hon.
meniber for Cook say that the projected
cement works in North Queensland would
never be started. Who are its shareholders?
I will give some of their names. This Govern-
ment have given a bank guarantee for
£250,000 in respeet of those works. That is
to encourage the establishment of local
industries. The principal shareholders in the
works ave Mr. Jules Krutschmitt, the
managing director of Mt. Isa Mines Ltd.,
Mr. A. Axon, consuiting emngineer, and Mr,
Arty Fadden. Mr. Fadden owns the lime
show a few miles out of Townsville where
the cement compsany proposes to get ite
supply of lime.

Mr. Kerr: You know that the cement
company has bought it.

Mr., SMITH: Mr. Fadden is one of the
three prineipal directors of the cement works.
If there is any sabotage in the commence-
ment of those works, the onus is on those
three gentlemen. The cement company is
taking over the lime show from Mr. Fadden
so that it can operate. If the cement company
does not start as the hon. member for Cook -
states, he will have to look to his own organi-
sation for the reason. We want to see it
start.

Mr. Gairs The Government have guaran-
teed its account for £250,000.

Mr. SMITH: A lot of truths can be
found, in the Premier’s pamphlet as to what
the Government arc doing to encourage pro-
duction. It enumerates the works that the
Government hope to be able to carry out this
financial year, but that the ILiberal and
Country Parties are not desirous of seeing
consummated. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition at election time wrote to all local
authorities asking for their support so that
they might get a better deal. What better
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deal eould any local authorities get than the
loans and subsidies given by the Government
in this State? The following table shows the
Treasury loans and subsidies approved for
local authorities during the 17-year period
from 1 July, 1932 to 30 June, 1949 :—

Treasury Treasury
— Loans . Subsidies
Approved. Approved.

. £ £
anbanp. . 1,524,484 3,827,327
Other cities 1,940,901 3,834,064
Towns . 573,231 648,389
Shires 3,034,355 1,974,593
There was a total amount of £17,000,000

paid to loeal authorities in loans and sub-
sidies, yet hon. members opposite have the
andaeity to say the Labour Government do
nothing for the local authorities.

HMr. Sparkes interjected.

Mr. SMITH: I should like the hon.
member for Aubigny to tell me what amount
his shire rcceived recently from the Govern-
ment.

HMr. Sparkes: A very good shire.

Mr. SMITH: I will not embarrass him
Ly reading it out.

The Opposition say, ‘“What are the Gov-
ernment doing for the back-country?’’ There
are many items that do not receive the
publieity they deserve. Only recently we had
established a fresh fish supply to the north-
vestern area of the State, by means of which
tlie people in the towns in the north-western
part can reecive fish from the coast at Towns-
ville at the same price as they receive it in
Brisbane and the coast towns. In 1947 the
Government, to encourage the supply of fresh
fish, approved of the payment of subsidies
to the extent of 6d. a 1b. In 1949, 32,298 1b.
of fish were carried hy subsidised air services.
That is typical of the many things that are
Feing done in this State for the benefit of
the people. How many of those privileges or
Lenefits or amenities provided for the people
will have to be curtailed by the non-payment
of the moneys due to this State by the
Federal Government? In order to give the
people benefits such as dental clinies, and to
carry out the works programme set out by
the Co-ordinator-General of Public Works we
must have finance, and we find that Menzies
and Fadden have refused to give our Premier
the money necessary to continue these
serviees, and thev will have to be curtailed
owing to the non-sympathetic attitude of the
T'ederal Government.

Mr, Sparkes: But you are going to spend
£10,000,000 on the electrification of the rail-
way system in Brisbane.

Mr. SMITH: If that is done it will
enable the steam locomotives to be used to
haul such commodities as wool, Mount Isa
produets, and other things from the country
distriets. How many locomotives will then
be made available for the transport system
to the far West and North-West? Recently
the Premier gave details of assistance to
graziers in had seasoms. Mount Isa paid

[24 OcroBEr.]

Supply. 823

railway freights according to the fluetuation
in the price of metal and the graziers could
work on similar lines. All these things will
have to be curtailed if the present Federal
Government do mnot give greater finanecial
support to the State. The Flying Doctor
Service operates in the western areas and
additional financial assistance has been pro-
vided by the State Government by payment
of a milage rate for special trips to
aboriginal missions in the Gulf. Additional
assistance is also given to the Bush Children’s
Health Scheme. I bring all these things
before hon. members inasmuch as they are
some of the main items that should eause the
Federal Government to give greater financial
assistanee to the State of Queensland and
because of the hostility shown by the Opposi-
tion to the huge works projects of this State.

The Leader of the Opposition and his
supporters spoke against the Burdekin dam
project, stating that it was not necessary for
agricultural pursuits or cattle-fattening and
that it would be a white elephant, but hon.
members opposite did not tell the Committee
that at the present time from 20,000 to
25,000 tons of zine concentrate are sent from
Quecnsland to foreign eountries to be refined.
If shipping was available the tonnage would
be greater. The Mount Isa Mines organisa-
tion has informed the Co-ordinator-General
of Public Works, Mr. Kemp, that it is pre-
pared to ercet a zine refinery somewhere in
the Burdekin dam area to treat 25,000 tons
or more of zinec concentrates a year. Is mot
that advantageous to the State—the expend-
ing by Mount Isa Mines Litd. of a few million
pounds on a zine refinery? It will provide
employment for Queenslanders. At present
the refining is dene in Norway, Belgiom, or
England. There are only three or four zine
refineries in the world. Should not this work
be expedited? The hon. member for Mulgrave
knows the difficulty of the sugar farmer in
getting fertilisers. With the construction of
a zine refinery on the Burdekin Mount Tsa
Mines Ltd. would manufacture all the
fertilisers required by farmers in North
Queensland, in fact by the farmers in the
Commonwealth.

HMr. Watson: Where will it get the
money ?
Mr. SMITH: I do not think Mt Isa

Mines Ltd. would engage the hon. member as
its brain-box. It is one of the greatest lead-
producers in the world and in a few years’
time will be one of the greatest copper-
producers in the Commonwealth., Before that
company spends £2,000,000 or £3,000,000, does
not the hon. member think it will have brains
to advise it on the project.
Mr., Watson: You are
ammonia, not fertiliser,

Mr. SMITH: Ammonia, my foot! I am
speaking about sulphuric acid and all the
other by-products from a zine refinery. I
am saying that it is up to the Government
to go in for these works and thereby encour-
age the establishment of such industries in
the North.

Mr. Wordsworth: How long
Burdekin Dam take to complete?

speaking of

will the
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Mr. SMITH: If it was left to the hon.
member’s braing and initiative, it would not
be built for many years,

Hr. Wordsworth: And if left to you?

Mr. SMETH: I am a member of the State
Labour Government party, and if the homn.
member encourages Mr. Fadden and Mr.
Menzies to make money available, the scheme
will be put into operation in quick time, but
if the TLeader of the Opposition and others
keep on going to Canberra to sabotage these
projects, the greater the time it will take.

Mr, Wordsworth: How many years?

Mr., SMITH: That depends on how often
hon, members opposite go to Canberra, and
how long Mr. Menzies remains in power.

I have mentioned these things to show that
the Labour Government in Queensland have
many projects under way, not only for the
North but for the West, and in fact for the
whole of the State, If money is not avail-
able to the Government to proceed with them,
the projects will be hung up for an indefinite
period. We should start a very strong agita-
tion, not only through Labour members in the
Federal sphere but through Iiberal and
Country Party members, for the return to the
States of their own taxing powers. The
sooner that comes about the better it will be
for this State.

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (4.28
pm.): I came into this Parliament a little
over six years ago and I said that I would
fight aceording to the rules laid down by my
opponents. At times my opponents are on
both sides of the House and if they want to
fight aecording to the Marquess of Queens-
berry rules, so I will fight, but if thex want
to fight according to dog and goanna rules,
they can do it that way. Either suits me fine,

At the outset I am going to reply to state-
ments made by the hon. member for Bunda-
berg, the misanthropist

An Opposition Member: What is that?

Mr. ATKENS: If the hon. member cares
to look at a dictionary he will find that a
misanthropist is a man-hater. The hon.
member for Bundaberg and the Premier
made certain statements about me and my
party and because they did not make them
in the personal sense I do not propose to
reply in a personal sense. I propose to give
this Committee some facts and statements of
truth concerning statements made by the hon.
member for Bundaberg and the Premier with
regard to the North Queensland Labour
Party.

In his Address in Reply speech the hon.
member for Bundaberg said that the North
Queensland Labour Party was some sort of
an agency for the Communist Party. The
Premier the other day, with hig eyes sticking
out like lamps on a sanitary cart and squeal-
ing like a brumby stallion, said that I was
a fellow traveller with the Communists. I
will give this Committee some indisputable
faets and, as far as possible, I will give the
Co&nmittee those faets in proper chronological
order.
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Let us take the branch that was the
genesis of the North Queensland Labour
Party, that is, the Hermit Park Branch of
the A.L.P. In 1941, the Hermit Park
Braneh of the AL.P. was advised by the
Q.C.E. of the AL.P. to refuse admission to
two of its members, Messrs. Corcoran and
Iilich. I was not a member of the Hermit
Park A.L.P. at that time; I had been
previously expelled, in the ecircumstances that
I so honestly, frankly and lueidly set out
in a speech that I made in this Chamber in
1944. 1If anyone wants to know about it, he
can read it in ‘‘Hansard.”” I do not intend
to recapitulate it. However, the branch
decided that it would stick to Corecoran and
Illich, whom the Q.C.E. contended had been
asscciating with the Communist Party and
were, in effect, fellow-travellers of the Com-
munist Party. As the result of the decision
of the ,Hermit Park A.J.P. to stick to
Corcoran and Illich, it was deregistered by
the Q.C.E. The branch thereupon invited
me to return to it with full continuity of
membership to assist it in its fight for
justice against the Q.C.E.

As the Hermit Park A.JL.P., that is, the
deregistered branch, we conducted two
municipal eampaigns in Townsville, in 1943
and again in 1946. IXon. members will see
that I am being quite frank about every-
thing, beecause we have nothing to hide, noth-
ing to regret, and nothing to be ashamed of.
In the Townsville municipal campaign in
1943 and again in 1946, while there was no
suggestion of collaboration, no suggestion of
a joint approach to the people, or even of a
joint platform or policy, we reached an
agreement with the Communist Party that
we should run only seven candidates for the
ten seats and the Communists would run the
other three, and that we both should seek
public support for the full team. The mover
of the motion to come to such an agreement
with the Communist Party was Mr. Corcoran.
I am not saying that in any sense derogatory
of him, because I supported the motion and
so did all the branch, I think with the
exception of one or two members.

In 1943, of course, our seven candidates
were elected. Again in 1946 our seven candi-
dates were elected. But between the Towns-
ville municipal election of 1946 and that of
1949, many things happened. In the first
place, there was a deterioration in the spirit
of co-operation thht had existed between
Russia and the Western democracies during
the war, and, as a consequence, the Hermit
Park Branch of the A.L.P., whiech had then
become the North Queensland Labour Party,
decided that it could mnot enter into any
agreement with the Communist Party in
respect of the 1949 Townsville munieipal
election, and we ran our own team of ten
candidates. Also between 1946 and 1949, the
two men over whose alleged Communist
collaboration the Hermit Park A.L.P. had
been deregistered by the Q.C.E., had been
re-admitted to the A.L.P., as the result of
the endeavours of the hon. member for
Bundaberg, then organiser of the A.L.P.

Mr. Sparkes: Who were they?
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Br. AIKENS: Corcoran and Illich. I
mentioned their names in the first place.
They were the men over whom the branch
was deregistered in 1941.

In 1947, when Corcoran and Illich walked
out of the Hermit Park branch of the A L.P.
as the result of a difference Corcoran had
with one of our eother members named
O’Brien, the hon. member tor Bundaberg
rushed to Townsville as organiser of the
ALP. and after approaching them arranged
10 take these two men back into the A.L.P.
In 1949 those two men stood for the Towns-
ville municipal election ecarrying the A.L.P.
endorsement. Now, who are the collaborators
with tle Communist Party?

#r. Dewar: The Labour
united party, is it not?

Mr. AIKENS: The hon. member will
have his opinion on that and I shall have mine,
and we shall both be quite happy about it.

Let me now go back to the State clections
in 1044, when the Hermit Park Labour Party
decided to nominate me for the Munding.
burra seat. At that time the Communists
supported me and particularly a little
gallant group of Communists in Ayr—the
Lhon. member for Burdekin ean vouch for
their personal honesty and integrity—assisted
in the formation of an Aikens election com-
mittee at Ayr and I am personally grateful
to them for the assistance they rendered to
me and my party during the election
campaign. Again in 1947 the Aikens eleetion
committee in Ayr, on which there were many
decent, clean-living honourable Communists,
assisted in my campaign and in my election.
T am grateful to them for their help and I
make no bones about it. At that time, as
I have said before, the deterioration that
cxists today had not oceurred.

The moment we decided, however, to nom-
inate candidates for the 1950 elections, that
is, the elections that were held this year, we
received informaticn that the Communists
were no longer willing to support the North
Queensland Labour Party candidates, because
the Communists would not support the North
Queenstand Labour Party. They ran their
cwn candidate in Haughton, which embraces
part of Ayr, against the candidate put up
by the North Queensland Labour Party. In
1949 also, when we refused to make an agree-
ment with the Communist Party in the
municipal elections in Towngville the A.L.P.
made an approach to the Communist Party
for an agreement, but the Communist Party
brushed them off. In 1949 we formed a
branch of the North Queensland Labour Party
in Innisfail and the Communist Party issued
a special dodger opposing the formation of
that branch. That special dodger is in my
possession and anybody ean read it if he
cares to come to my rvoom. Tt is also in
the possession of the A.L.P. and the Q.C.E.

When you talk of collaboration with the
Communist Party you must remember that
hecause there was this splendid spirit of
co-operation between Russia and the west-
ern democracies up to about 1948, we Jid
openly make these eleetion agreements with
the Communist Party. Since then, how-
ever, we honestly feel that we cannot make

Party is a
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such agreements with them. When we did
make the agreements with them they were
honoured, they kept their word as they gave
it to us. Although they can no longer give
me the political support that they gave me in
Ayr—A¥r is not in my electorate now—I hope
that I shall retain their personal friendship.
I appreciate their personal friendship. 1L
appreeiate the personal friendship of men
like Joe Ficks of Ayr. I hope that I shall
retain their persomal friendship. I would
rather be the persomal friend of a deceut,
clean-living Australian Communist like Joc
TTicks than I would be the personal friend of
a dirty, treacherous, Nazi collaborator like
Robert Gordon Menzies.

I 1950 we came to the real test—and I
Lope these facts are sinking in. 1 come now
to the State clections of 1950, held on 20
April this vear. The Communist Party of
course issucd a statement, published in the
Press. I think T have it here word for word
but I shall not look it up because my memory
is sufiiciently retentive to give hou. members
an idea of what they said in the Press atb
the time. '

The Cemmunist Party issued a statement,
and it was published in the Press to the effect
that ¢‘Where Communist candidates are not
running for electorates in the coming State
clection the Communist Party will support
the AL.P. candidates, with the exception
of Aikens and Marriott in Mundingburra and

Bulimba, because they have always been
loyal to working-class prineiples in the
House.”” At the moment when that state-
nient by the Communist Party appeared in

the Press I was in Cairns. I read it in the
¢“Courier-Mail.”> I immediately went to the
“«Cairns Post,’’ and gave a statement to the
¢Post’? that was telegraphed down to the
Townsville ¢¢Daily Bulletin’’> and then to
the ‘“Courier-Mail.”? Tt was published in the
G Post ?? of 27 March, 1950. T want te
contrast the open and frank attitude of our
party with the hole-and-corner attitude of
the Labour Party on this matter. Everything
we have done sinee we became a separate
party we have done out in the open. The
momtent we reach a decision we give it to
the Press and the public at no time has any
doubt as to where the North Queensiand
Lahour Party has stood on any political issue.
tar pelicy is, and always will remain, one
of transparent honesty and faith and trust
in the peeple to whom we appeal for sup-

port.  Therefore, on this date the following
statement was published in the ‘‘Cairns
Post’?’—

‘‘Red’s Support.
“‘Statement by Mr. Aikens.

““Tha Leader of the North Queensland
Lahour Party, Mr. T. Aikens, M.L.A., said
in Cairns last night that the action of the
Communist Party in running candidates in
opposition to those of the North Queensland
Lahour Party in Mulgrave, Mourilyan and
HWaughton and supporting the Official
Lahour candidates against theirs in Towns-
ville, Flinders, Charters Towers and Table-
lands, should explode any idea of a con-
nection hetween the Communist Party and
the North Queensland Labour Party.
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¢“Mr., Aikens stated that the decision of
the Communist Party to ask its supporters
to vote for him personally in Mundingburra
was made entirely by that Party alone with-
out reference to him or his Party. In 60
odd other electorates, the Communist Party
was supporting Official Labour candidates,
including Mesrs. I{anlon and Walsh, and
he could feel neither flattered nor compli-
mented by being grouped with them.’’

Never during the campaign did the Labour
Party, either through its parliamentary
leader, the Premier, or its organiser, the hon.
member for Bundaberg, make any similar
refutation with regard to Communist Party
assistance to the A.L.P.

Here will be another test as to who are
the collaborators with the Communist Party.
If the the ex-member for Bundaberg, Frank
Barnes, is physically able to contest the
Fortitude Valley by-election you will see a
test before the public gaze. I shall be on the
platform of Frank Barnes and the Communist
Party will be supporting the official Labour
candidate right out in the open. The only
difference between the A.L.P. and the North
Queensland Labour Party in its past agree-
ments with the Communist Party is that
everything we have done has been done openly
and honestly. We have no apologies and no
regrets and when we found we could no
longer, in keeping with our conscience, reach
an agreement with the Communist Party we
made a public declaration of the fact.

But the A.L.P. adopts an entirely different
attitude. Let us look at the attitude of the
ALP. with the Communist Party. For two
years and nine months after every State
election we see cxhibitions such as we
witnessed the .other day when the Premier,
and other top-ranking members of the Labour
Party, stood up and aceused everyone else
of being a Communist collaborator. T have
heard the Premier accuse every member of
this Chamber at one time or another of being
a fellow-traveller with the Communist Party.
That denunciation of the Communist Party
goes on for two years and nine months after
an election. In the following three months—
the vital three months prior to an election—
top-ranking members of the Labour Party
kiss the posterior of every Communist within
kissing distanece.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN (Mr.
Riordan): Order! I ask the hon. member
to be a little decent in his remarks.

Mr. AIKENS: The truth hurt you as
much as it hurt

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
T ask the hon. member to conduet himself
decently. If he does mnot obey my ecall to
order I will name hinw

Mr. ATIKENS: I thought I was using
excellent English. I could have used the
vernacular or the slang term but I refrained
from doing so. TLet me give you this
example. I should like to point out that
when I came here the late Speaker told me

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

that when the debate on the Address in
Reply and the Financial Statement was on
there was almost unrestricted scope for
debate, so long as a member kept within the
Standing Orders and the rules of good con-
duct and good order.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN:
right has not been restricted.

Mr. ATKENS: Thank you very much.

The TEMPORARY CHAXRMAN: As long
the hon. member is reasonably decent.

HMr. ATXENS: Thank you. But I would
point out that decency is always a question
of degree.

It is the practice of the members of an
ALP. industrial group, when they belong
to an organisation and cannot get their
own way in that organisation, to run to the
Press and denounce all those who oppose
them as Commos. Sometimes that helps
them and sometimes it does not. I want to
say here and now that I do not care a con-
tinental red eent what anyone calls me. I
have been called evervthing in my long and
ugeful life and these epithets and abuse run
off me like water off a duck’s back. In
1939, when the Q.C.E. refused me endorse-
ment in Townsville, they said I was a Com-
munist collaborator and at the same time the
Communists were denouncing me as a
Paseist; so at that time I was a Fascist-
Communist. I have been branded as many
other things in the interim and, I repeat, I
do not care a continental red cent what they
call me. But there are other people in our
party and I have the interests and integrity
of my branech to look after. When the
Australian Clerks’ Federation had their con-
vention reecently in Nowra, and the A.L.P.
industrial group could not get control they
made a statement to the press that the
Communists had taken control of the Clerks’
Convention and Murgatroyd, secretary of the
Federated Clerks’ Union in Townsville and
seeretary of the North Queensland TLabour
Party, voted with the Communists. Members
like the hon. member for Bundaberg and the
Premier get away with the tagging of the
Communist label on people, but on this
occasion the northern papers made a grievous
“‘blue.’’ The ‘‘Townsville Bulletin’’ and the
‘“Cairns Post’’ published this stupid state-
ment. I would have treated it with contempt
as I always do, but Murgatroyd slapped the
editor of the ‘‘Bulletin’’ and the editor of
the ‘“Cairns Post’’ with a writ for libel that
made them gasp. Anyone who cares to go to
the library will read on the leading article
page of the ‘‘Townsville Bulletin’’ of 3
August this year a long and humble apology
to Murgatroyd published by the editor of that
paper. Murgatroyd made him apologise twice.
Having frightened him, he went on and
frightened the editor of the ‘‘Cairns Post’’
and made him apologise twice in big head-
lines on the leading page of the paper. So
all this talk of the North Queensland Labour
Party’s being associated with the Communist
Party is pure bunk—everyone knows it—
and when the Labour Party spews it forth
it does so in order to create a screen or
veneer for its own actions,

That
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The Premier was up north the other day;
he was up mnorth to open the Townsville
Show again this year. TFor the second year
in succession the show society, for some
reason known to themselves and their gods,

invited him up, but even the heavens
rebelled. It rained cats and dogs and the
show was washed out. I will deal later,

however, with the Premier and mnorthern

development. }

I propose now to devote a few minutes to
a statement made by the hon. member for
Bundaberg the other day in which he sug-
gested that some of the funds of the North
Queensland Labour Party came from the
Liberal Party or the traditional ememies of
Labour. We had in Townsville during the
election campaign no less a person than the
Minister for Transport. He was boosted in
the Press and over the air as Labour’s fore-
most orator, and as the result of that Press
boosting a number of people went along to
hear him. T was flood-bound in the West
on the night he spoke in Townsville. 1 got
to Townsville on the first train that got
through from Hughenden a couple of days
later, and one of my good friends and sup-
porters met me on the platform. He said,
¢“1 went along to hear Duggan the other
night.”” T said, *“Well, what do you think
of him as an orator?’’ He replied, ‘‘ Nugget
Jesson has got it on him.’” (Opposition
laughter.) That might be the limit of fanati-
cism so far as personal support of the gentle-
man is concerned. Of course the Minister of
Transport had to get something off his chest
and this is what he said—here I quote from
facts—

‘¢ Townsville Bulletin—April 6th, 1950.
‘‘Duggan opens for Labor in
Townsville.

‘‘Ie (Mr. Duggan) queried the source
of the North Queensland Labour Party’s
funds, and suggested that the bulk of them
may come from Labour’s traditional
enemies.’”’

I got back to Townsville, I think, the next
day, and I went to the Townsville ‘‘Daily
Bulletin’’ and this item appeared on
8 April—

‘¢Challenge to Official Labor.”’

‘¢ Aceredited nominees of the ALP. may
examine revenue records of the North
Queensland Labor Party with the right to
publish any information, provided that
reciprocal rights are aceorded the N.Q.L.P.
to inspect the records of Official Labor.

¢“This offer, made on Friday afternoon
by the Leader of the North Queensland
Labor Party, Mr. T. Aikens, M.L.A., is a
sequel to a statement made by the Minister
for Transport, Mr. J. E. Duggan, at a
public meeting in Townsville on Wednes-
day evening. Mr, Duggan, at the meeting,
queried the source of the N.Q.L.P’s. funds,
suggesting that the bulk of them came
from Labor’s traditional enemies.

¢¢ ¢The North Queensland Labor Party,’
said Mr. Aikens, ‘will make all records of
its receipts, accounts and donations avail-
able for full inspection by any persons
1950—27F.
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nominated by Mr. Duggan or the AL.P.,
with full right to publish any information
contained therein,’
““The offer, said Mr. Aikens, was being
made provided that the A.L.P. likewise
made records of its receipts, accounts and
donations available to any persons nomina-
ted by him (Mr. Aikens), with the same
right to publish any information which the
search may reveal.
¢“N.Q.L.P. funds, said Mr. Aikens, were
supplied by membership of the Party, and
individual donations from genuine North-
erners. ‘If Mr. Duggan be sineere in his
doubts on the point, and has real influence
or authority with those in control of the
AL.P, he can settle the question once and
for all by prevailing on them to acecept this
challenge,’ coneluded Mr. Aikens.’’
That appeared also in the southern papers.
What did we get from the Minister for
Transport and leaders of the ATL.P.?
Abyssmal silence! In the ‘“‘Truth to Tell”’
column of the Brigbane ¢¢Truth’’ of 2 April,
1950-—and I have no doubt that this item is
quite true; I have ne doubt it got into
¢ePprpth’’ in exacfly the’same way as quite
a lot of other information about Labour
members gets into the ‘‘Truth to Tell?’
columm of the Brisbamne ¢¢Truth’’—we found
this—
¢“Mates at Tands Office Hotel handed
ATLP’s. Ted Walsh three figure presenta-
tion Friday, on eve of his departure for
election campaign in Bundaberg.’’

Mr. Walsh: Good luck to them!

Mr. AIKENS: Good luck to them! Tt
was their money and they had every right
to do just what they thought fit with it. I
know the people who made this donation to
the hon. member for Bundaberg. Many o.f
them used to live in Townsville and in previ-
ous election eampaigns many of the people
who subseribed to this three-figure donation
to the hon. member for Bundaberg, when
they were in Townsville also subseribed to
our party’s elections fund. C.opsequent-ly,}f
we got money from the traditional enemies
of Labour, so also, on his own admission, has
the hon. member for Bundaberg.

Mr. Walsh: It did not come from the
Clonecurry bank.

Yy, ATKENS: God knows where it came
from. You would know more about the
Cloncurry bank than I would.

Mr. Walsh: So would Mr. Chaplain.

My, Evans: It is nothing to what Fairy-
mead subscribes.

Pr. AIKENS: I am not concerned about
that. I repeat on the floor of this 'Chamber
the challenge I made to the Minister for
Transport. 1 have made this challenge, I
do not know bhow many times, from the
public platform. I challenge the Labour
Party to let me examine, or let any repre-
sentative of mine examine, the books and
documents of the Q.C.H., with the right to
publish any information I find therein, and
I will give the Labour Party the same right
with regard to the books and documents of
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the North Queensland Labour Party. I
know that the Liabour Party will not aceept
this challenge becaunse once the workers and
useful people discover the irrefutable evidence
as to whence the AL.P. gets its funds, that
will be the end of the Labour Party in
Queensland as a working-elass party.

Mr. Sparkes: You do not mean to say
that you are optimistic enough for it to be
accepted.

Mr. AIKENS: At least the challenge
stands and it should silence the XLabour
Party. It should be the last to accuse any-
body of getting money from the traditional
enemies of Labour. I might say concerning
the North Queensland Labour Party that
we have had certain people offer to subseribe
to our campaign fund, but they were told
courteously but firmly that our funds were
not open to donation from sueh people. On
the other hand I doubt whether the Austra-
lian Labour Party could quote an instance
in whieh it has knocked back a donation.
Where does it get the £35,000 it gets every
State election for its electioneering campaign?
I repeat the challenge.

I now propose to get onto that part of
the debate nearest and dearest to my heart
—the development of North Queensland. We
have heard muech talk of the development of
North Queensland; we have had some fine
suggestions put forward by  hon. members
opposite. As a result of the last election
we have got down from North Queensland
at any rate some men who seem to be good
northerners and who give every indieation
of being good northern fighters. I hope they
will eontinue to be so. When I came here in
1944 and first raised the standard of North
Queensland in this Chamber I was called a
rathag, a blatherskite, and goodness knows
what else. The Premier the other day branded
northern people as bums, crawlers and belly-
achers. I can remember the Premier’s
remarks in 1947 when the hon. member for
Mirani eame into this assembly and joined
with me in the fight for a fair deal for the
North. I can remember the Premier quivering
with indignation when the hon. member for
Mirani raised the question of the North and
branding that hon. member as a country
bumpkin. The people of the North are ealled
bums, crawlers, village idiots and anything to
which the Premier can give tongue.

There have been various schemes for the
development of North Queensland. Various
proposals have been put forward, chiefly by
hon. members opposite, but now and again—
a rare occurrence—we get some such pro-

posal by members on the Government side,’

to provide employment and industry for the
people in North Queensland. I have given
this matter serious consideration, and I
believe that the drift from the ecountry to
the city and the drift from the North to
the South goes much deeper than the mere
establishment of industries and the mere
provision of employment. Mr. Riordan, every
mother and father love their children,
whether they are New Australians or old
Australiang; irrespective of nationality, irre-
spective of place in life and irrespective of
stratum in society, they all try to do the
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best they can for their children. There may
be one or two extraneous examples who are
not worth bothering about. Consequently I
think, until we grapple with the problem of
northern children and give them an equal
chance in life with southern children, we
shall not hold our population in the North.

Let me tell the Committee what is ecausing
the drift of population from the North. In
the country areas of North Queensland—and
nobody knows this better than you yourself,
Mr. Riordan, because no electorate impinges
more on this problem in the North than your
electorate—many hundreds of children attend
primary schools and pass the scholarship every
year. Several of them do, at any rate. When
suchi o pupil passes the scholarship in a
northern  country school his education ends
there unless his parents can afford to put their
hands in their pockets and provide the money
to send their child to one of the secondary
schools in one of the big northern towns.
In the clectorate of the hon. member for
Flinders, which stretches from the boundary
of the Mundingburra electorate near Mingela
right out to Gilliat, there is not one
sceondary school. There is not a secondary
school Detween Charters Towers and Mt. Isa,
a distance of roughly 500 miles as the erow
flies.

Dr. Noble: Are there any secondary
school tops to primary schools?

Mr. AIKENS: No, Charters Towers is
the last one in that line.

What is germane to the Flinders electorate
is also germane to the other northern elee-
torates, mud any child who passes the schelar-
ship in that area has to finish his education
at the scholarship standard unless his parent
puts his hand in his pocket and sends him
to one of the secondary schools in Charters
Towers or Townsville or in the South. Even
if one of these country bhoys is able to ge
to one of the secondary schools in Charters
Towers or Townsville, with the financial
assistance of his parents, and subsequently
passes the senior, the same difficulty arises.
I am speaking now not only of the country
northern boy or girl who passes the senior,
but of any northern boy or girl who passes
the senior. Unless the parent can again
afford to put his hand in his pocket and send
the child down here to the University, his
education finishes at the senior. I know we
have been agitating for a northern univer-
sity and that land has been acquired for one
in the Mundingburra electorate in Towns-
ville, but even then there will still be the
problem of the country boy or girl who has
to go to Townsville to attend it. However,
we do not look as though we shall get a
northern university in my little grandchild’s
time, so we have to deal with the problem
as it confronts us today.

After a long study of the problem con-
neeted with the real cause of the drift from
the country to the cities, T helieve that until
we get a northern university this is the only
solution: adequate allowances for northern
country children attending secondary schools
in northern towns, with free transport to
their homes at holiday periods; adequate
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allowances for all northern students attend-
ing the TUniversity or Teachers’ Training
College at Brisbane, also with free trans-
port to their homes at holiday periods. The
adoption of the first suggestion would put
the boy who lives in Nonda or Gilliat or
Richmond, or any of the towns in your elee-
torate, Mr. Riordan, and who passes the
seholarship, on the same footing as the boy
who lives in Charters Towers, Townsville or
Mt., Isa and who passes the scholarship,
because it would enable him to attend a secon-
dary school. His parent would be recompensed
for the cost of his board and lodging and
for his transport home at holiday periods.
Under sueh a system, the boy from Rich-
mond, Hughenden or Gilliat or other country
school would have an equal chance of obtain-
ing secondary education with the boy from
Charters Towers or the boy from Townsville,
The same thing would apply, of course, to the
girls from the various country areas; they
would have an equal chance of obtaining
secondary ecducation with girls in Charters
Towers and Townsville.

Under the second suggestion, when any
children attending the northern secondary
schools passed the senior, whether they came
from country districts or from towns in
which a secondary school existed, their
parents would be paid adequate allowances
to meet the cost of their board and lodging
in Brisbane while they were attending the
University, the Teachers’ Training College
or any other medium of advanced education.

The northern boy and girl is placed at a
grave disadvantage in the matter of secondary
education and particularly in the matter of
university edueation, compared with the boy
and girl in Brisbane. I am pleased to see
that at least in two respects the Government
are realising the hardship that northern
scholars suffer in attending schools in
Brisbane. I asked a question the other day
coneerning teacher fellowships and about
persons holding fellowships in dentistry to
the Queensland University. To my astonish-
ment T was told that for years, that is, ever
sinee the scholarships have been granted the
boy who came from the far North to
Brisbane and held a fellowship in dentistry
got only the same allowance from the Govern-
ment as the Brishane boy who lives in hig
home and is provided with board and lodging
by his parents. Consequently, I suppose the
Brisbane boy is £2 10s. to £3 a week better
off than the boy who has to come to Brisbane
to go to the University to take out his fellow-
ship in dentistry, because the latter’s parents
have to pay for his board and lodging here.
I am pleased to see that after all these years
the Government are realising that they must
make adequate allowance for such country
scholars to the University in Brisbane.

It I remember rightly, too, I think the
Secretary for Public Instruetion is going to
review the allowanees made to northern boys
and girls and country boys and girls attend-
ing the Teachers’ Training College. I put
that to the Chamber in all seriousness as a
genuine northerner knowing the needs of the
northern people and knowing the oppor-
tunities that should be given to the North.
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If you were a northern parent and you had
a brilliant boy or girl and you happened to
be a worker in industry and that child passed
the senior examination and you wanted to
give the boy or girl an opportunity of taking
advantage of his educational . attainments,
what would you do? You would do what
hundreds of other northern families have
done in the last few years and dozens are
doing every year, that is, you would sell up
your home in the North, come to Brisbane
and get a job here in order that your
brilliant son or daughter may have the best
educational opportunities. Such parents are
forced to do that. If the Government pro-
vide an adequate living allowance for country
students at the University in Brisbane we
may stop this drift, but by not doing so we
not onlv lose a student when he qualifies but
we also lose his father and mother and his
brothers and sisters who come to Brisbane
when the home is moved. I know that that is
one cause for the drift from the North. A
person whose son is holding a fellowship in
dentistry told me that his wife wanted him
to come to Brisbane on transfer. He is a
railway tradesman, and they are very short
in the North. I know that they are short
everywhere but they are shorter in the North
than anywhere else. The wife wants him to
come to Brisbane so that he can give bo:}rd
and lodging to the som while he is taking
advantage of his fellowship in dentistry ab
the Queensland University, but unless the
Government make an adequate allowance for
that to be done, I feel we shall lose this man
just as we are losing scores of others from
the North every day. That is the erux of the
reason why people are leaving the North—
beeause the northern children and particularly
those in ecountry areas in the North have
not the same edueational faeilities for
advancement and promotion as the favoured
boy or girl in Brisbane.

I suppose the next serious thing troubling
the northern people, and particularly country
people of the North, is the lack of mediecal
facilities. Take places way up where I went
just prior to last Christmas, to Georgetown
and beyond, those back-country areas 1n
North Queensland where there is not a doctor
sometimes for 200 to 300 miles. At times
they have to take long, arduous journeys by
road or rail in order to get to the mearest
doctor or the nearest hospital.

When théy get to the nearest hospital or
doctor they find there a general practitioner.
1 am not suggesting that these country doctors
are inefficient but I do suggest that there is
a limit to the knowledge of a general prac-

titioner. When they get to the nearest
hospital, the general practitioner in .charge
may decide that they mneed =2 speeialist’s

attention and off they have to go again on
another long wearisome journey to the nearest
specialist, whether in a northern town or In
Brigbane. All the risks must be taken by the
Northerner and all the expense must come
out of the Northerner’s pockets. How many do
rou, Mr. Riordan, of your own knowledge,
know in the back country who have had that
experience? We talk of the piomeers; let us
consider their trials and tribulations. How
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many people do you, Mr. Riordan, know of
your own knowledge living out in the back-
biocks who get sick and because a visit to the
nearest doetor would entail a long and arduous
Journey dose themselves up with pain-killer
and other remedies in the hope that their
pain or sickness will pass in a day or two,
ard finally, when they get really bad and are
taken into the nearest hospital, are told that
they have delayed their journey too long,
aund should have been in a week or fortnight
Lefore? Therefore, not only do we lose
another Northerner, but other people not
game enough to go into the blackblocks.
People get scared by this person’s death.
Time and again we read of an untimely death
and subsequently the family say, ‘‘We are
not going to submit to the risks our father,
son, or brother submitted to, we are going to
the nearest big town or to Brishane where
we shall have medical attention right at our
front doorstep.”’ :

Here is another tangible suggestion I put
ferward to the Government—free transport
to northern country people to the mnearest
town where there is a hospital or doctor. At
present they have to pay their own transport
1o the nearest town. To give them free trans-
rort to the nearest hospital would place them
on a par with people in the more settled
distriets: If you give a sick person free
transport from Georgetown to Mareeha
Hospital, or from Reid River to the Towns-
ville Hospital, you simply place them on
equality with people who live in Mareeba or
Townsville where they can go to their hospital
i a matter of a few minutes,

Dr. Noble: Have you not a free rail-
motor ambulanee in the Far North?

Mr. AIKENS: They have a free rail-
motqr ambulance but today the distance to
the necarest hospital or doctor is often so
great that the ecall for the ambulance is

often delayed until it s too late.
The hon. member knows that in such
a case a person would delay seeking

medical advice until he was sick enough to
be transported by ambulance. T am sure that
not ome-hundredth of the hon. member’s
patient’s come to him by ambulance. It is
the person who talls si¢k and is foreed to
travel by train or road that I am thinking
of. Once they get to Mareeba, Cairns or
Townsville they can get medical attention,
and even specialist’s attention at Townsville.
If specialist’s attention is not available

at  Townsville these people, umless they
are in indigent ecircumstances, have to
pay their own fare to Brisbane and
their own fare back. That is why

the country people are leaving the country—
beeause they do mnot enjoy the medieal
facilities people in big towns enjoy. That is
why I propose in addition free transport to
all Northeiners needing specialist’s atten-
tion to centres where it is to be obtained,
whether that is in Townsville or Brishane.

I propose again that there should be a
helicopter service to transport the sick in the
Far North to the nearest base hospital. We
have an airport at Garbutt, a very fine acro-
drome at Cairns, and another one at Charters
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Towers. Some arrangements could be made
with the R.A.AF., to have helicopters
stationed at Garbutt and Cairns so that they
could fly out in all weathers and land any-
where at all, pick up a sick person who
needed attention and transport bim to the
nearest base hospital.

When they brought that person into the
nearest base hospital, if the doctor thought
he should have specialist attention in Bris-
bane or elsewhere, he should be supplied with
free plane or rail transport to get him to the
specialist. It is only by giving the northern
people the same medical facilities as are
enjoyed by the people in the big towns and
Brisbane that you will get the people who
live in the North to remain in the North.
No matter how many industries you estab-
lish, and no matter how much employment
you provide, life is sweet and if they think
they are endangering their lives by living up
in the country, with primitive medical con-
ditions, they will drift to the city as fast as
they can.

I also advocate travelling medical clinies
to radiate from every base hospital by rail
and road, and if necessary by air, so that the
country people who feel off colour and think
they are suffering from some serious disease
in its incipient stages, instead of travelling

200 or 300 miles which may take a
weel, ean call at the travelling medical
clinic. when it makes its regular visit.
it should be possible to have travelling
medical  elinies  radinting from  every
base hospital and visiting every country

area at least once a week, and in many places
they could visit them twice or three times;
and the people who felt they were suffering
from the early stages of serious complaints
could visit the clinics and the doctor would
either tell them that the illuess was minor
and that they did not need hospitalisation
or diagnose it as something serious that
could develop into a major illness, and in
that event pack them off to hospital without
delay. Tt is only by giving the people
personal security that we shall ensure keep-
ing them in the North.

In the few minutes I have left, T want to
deal with the statements made about the
establishment of secondary industries in
Northern Queensland. We have heard a
great deal from time to time, and I again
remind the Premier and the Government and
the people of Queensland that those who talk
of secondary indusfries are now becoming
firmly convinced that the proposals I put
before the House many years ago were sound
in essenee and in fact. We find on page &
of the report of the Secondary Industries
Division for this year these pregnant words
from Mr. Ross—

“‘However, industrialists contend, rightly
or wrongly, that to establish their works
in country centres, with extra costs of
freights, power and other charges, difficul-
ties of transport, and a limited local
market places them at a great disadvantage
compared with their competitors already
established in the large populous cities,
where the main markets are. It may
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become a question of granting decentralised
industries some form of subsidy or com-
pensation to place them on an equal footing
with their city competitors.”’

That will have to be done before we can
really establish secondary industries in
North Queensland. They will have to be
subsidised and assisted, as has been sug-
gested by no less a person than the Director
of Secondary Industries, in order that they
may meet competition of the well-established
southern businesses.

Much has been said of the need to estab-
lish a fruit-ecanning industry in North
Queensland. Last year T dealt with the for-
mation of the North Queensland Development
League. That league was established at a
public meeting at Townsville and immediately
came in for a tremendous blast of adverse
eriticism, not only from the Government but
from members of the Liberal-Country Party,
who could not get political control of it. At
the inaugural meeting of the league we had
Mr. Summers, from the ‘‘Courier-Mail,”’ who
made a very intelligent and cogent speeeh,
and immediately he did, the supporters of
the Government were running round North
Queensland suggesting that the ¢‘Courier-
Mail’’ was ounly supporting the North
Queensland Development League because it
wanted to inerease the sales of the ‘‘Courier-
Mail.”” T do not know whether the ¢ Courier-
Mail’’ wants to inerease sales in the northern

_towns or not, but I do know they have done
something the Government and the Opposi-
tion have not done. They have been con-
sistent in their advocacy of northern develop-
ment, and whatever their reason for it might
be, at least we should thank them for as
much as they have done.

The North  Queensland  Development
League will go on fighting its battle against
all comers and all eritics. This is a little
pamphlet issued in connection with the
establishment of a quick deep-freeze industry
in Townsville to treat northern fruit and,
later, northern sea-foods. These words should
sink into the pachydermatous hides of mem-
bers of the Labour, Liberal and Country
Parties that did so mueh to smash the North
Queensland Development League—

““During World War II. the American
armed forces faithfully built a cold store
and freezing works at Aikenvale, Towns-
ville, and, which since, has become avail-
able for purchase.

““Your Mr. W. Appleton, whilst Secre-
tary of the North Queensland Develop-
ment League, saw the possibilities and
commanicated with Charles 8. Hoffman,
processor and exporter of frozen fruits,
who, in March this year, came to Towns-
vilie, inspceted the plant, arranged for his
purchase, and helped organise your
(srowers’ Assgociation Litd.

‘“The processing and marketing organi-
g1tion, of which your Growers’ Associa-
tion Ltd. is the prineipal fully protected,
and preferentially secured shavehold:ors, is
registered as The North Queengland Food
Produets Pty. Ltd.”’
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That is well under way. A large American
cool stores at Aijkenvale have been bought.
The growers have been organised into a
semi-co-operative company; directors have
been appointed; public meetings have been
held. Various growers intercsted in the
enterprise have attended and given their full

support. In the Townsville ‘“Daily Bulle-
tin’* of 22 May, 1950, I find this very

interesting item—

““‘For the first time Mr. Hoffman
mentioned the sea foods project. Later,
he said, the lobster, crayfish, prawn and
crab, with other possible varieties, would
be processed in the plant. This food ilent
itself most admirably to ‘deep-freeze’
methods, and the Gulf waters would be
brought into the scheme. In all, the pro-
ject could only be called ‘immense’ frome
the northern point of view.’’

I ecommend this cutting for perusal and
observation by all hon. members and any
interested member of the publie.

I have here a prospectus of the North
Queensland Growers’ Association Ltd. It
is well under way. In addition to taking
over cool stores it has recently bought a
property mnear Aikenvale for experimental
farms in order to help the growers in the

production of the various tropical fruits.
This states—
“‘Tin  containers will be procured

locally, labour will be called for locally,
supplies will be required locally, and when
fully operated, it is anticipated that—

Over £25,000 per annum will be spent
locally on wages;
Over £20,000 per annum will be spent
locally on general requirements.
Over £250,000 per annum will be spent
locally on fruit and vegetables.’’

The Association intends to ean up to
2,000,000 1h. of strawberries annually; up
to 250,000 cases annually of smooth-leaf
pineapples, also large quantities of stringless
mangoes, papaws, cantalloupes, rock melons,
and passion fruit, ete. Other things needed
in plentiful supply are ecitrus fruits, rough-
leaf  pineapples, Bowen tomatoes and
mangoes (all varieties) for concentrated
frozen fruit juiees, fruit pulp and purces.
These people are well under way—and not
a penny of assistance from the Govern-
ment.  They did not ask for any assistance
from the Government, but asked for some-
thing I think they are entitled to get, pro-
teetion from the C.0.D.,, a State supported
southern-controlled organisation that will
crush them, just as it crushed other similar
northern industries, as soon as it get a chance.
And here I vead from a letter that the North
Quecnsland  Growers’ Organisation sent to
the Secretary for Agriculture and Stock on
26 May of this year—
¢¢The Northern Crowers have decided
to adopt the ‘deep freeze’ method of pro-
cessing their produce, and are in the pro-
cess of floating a company for that pur-
pose. However, a point which seems tu
be overshadowing the project is the power
of dircetion of the C.0.D.”’
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‘¢A processing company was formed in
Townsville many years ago, to treat our
tropical fruits. Interference, and what is
termed ‘misuse’ of directive powers cansed
this firm to eclose. This point has long
been a very sore point with the growers,
and now that we are going to process,
some means will have to be found to pre-
vent the C.O0.D. from direeting all, or the
greater portion of the erops, to Brisbane.”’

That is the point troubling them and in
fairness to the Secretary for Agriculture and
Stock and the Premier I must say that assu-
rances have been given that the firm, so far
as possible, will be protected from this
southern octopus. There is a fear that the
Government might not be able to control the
Committee of Direection. The Government
are not in control of the Committee of Diree-
tion and cannot direet the operations of that
committee, but which has tremendous legisla-
tive powers. The Committee of Direction
could smash this northern industry, just at it
smashed the other little one. If the people
interested in northern development do not
get behind this northern industry and see
;clhat it gets the protection that it should
ave

A Government Member: Y
of Mr. Hoffman. ou be careful

Mr, ATKENS: Although very interested,
not being a grower T have mnover attended
any of the meetings. Meetings were called
and the growers attended and all the stuff has
been published in the Townsville “‘Daily
Bulletin.””  Another finalising meeting was
held the other day and the northern growers
have adopted the scheme and, as a matter of
fact, have selected their own directors. T will
mention the provisional directors. I under-
stand that these provisiomal directors were
elected the other day as the permanent direc-
torate of the comeern—

‘‘Frederick Campbell, farmer, Horseshoe
Bay, Magnetie Island.

““William Charles New, manager and

farmer, Herveys Range Road, Munding-
burra.
‘‘Michael Pace, farmer, Rollingstone.
‘“Frank Ivey Spiegelhauer, farmer,
Mutarnee.
‘‘Norman  Stewart Symes, farmer,
7 Cannon Street, South Townsville.
“William  Henry Stralow, farmer,

Broughton, Charters Towers.

‘“Herbert James Faloon, farmer, Charles
Street, Aitkenvale.

‘‘George Donnington Western, farmer,
Stuart.

‘‘Lovie Granich, farmer, Horseshoe Bay,
Magnetic Island.”’
(Time expired.)

Mir. GAVEN (Southport) (5.28 p.m.):
making my contribution thig :ffterngogl't)o‘ tig
debate on the Financial Statement it is not
my intention to spend very much time on the
Budget except to say that, it is rather pecu-
liar, to my way of thinking, that whilst the
Government restrict the budgeting of local
governing bodies and many other business
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activities and will not allow them to budget
for a defieit, the Government themselves are
allowed to do so. Under the Local Govern-
ment Aect, an Act of Parliament passed by
the present Government, a local authority
must anticipate and budget for every item of
expenditure in the year’s work ahead and on
no aceount whatever is it allowed to over-
spend. It cannot budget for a deficit and it
ig therefore peculiar that the Government

who issue this instruetion can themselves
budget for a defleit.
I can assure the Committee that the

Treasurer has my sympathy in bringing down
his Budget under the circumstances existing
in this State. In my humble wax I have had
something to do with budgets from time to
time; I do not envy him his job under
present circumstances as I see them.

I rose particularly to take the opportunity
of making an appeal on behalf of the area
I represent and on behalf of Redeliffe for
the repeal of the Building Operations and
Timber and Building Materials Control Aect.
I hope that at the end of my speech perhaps
the Minister in charge of this Act and the
members of his Government will see fit to do
something about the iniquitous state of
affairs that has been created. In my maiden
speech I allotted only about seven minutes of
my time to this Aect, but it brought to life
the senior Ministers in a very frenzied
defence of building econtrols. I made it very
clear at the outset that I was not in favour
of the abolition of all building controls, but
that I was in favour of having the area that
I represent and the area of Redeliffe placed
in the same category and on the same footing
ag the remainder of this great State.

Let us examine calmly and coolly the
operations of the Act from the very day of
its ineeption. There is no need to make a lot
of noise in this Chamber. After all, T hope
we are all sound, sensible men and that the
majority of hon. members, irrespective of
what side of the Committee they are sitting
on, will try to be fair when a fair case is
put up.

The Act has failed in its intended purpose.
Tt was introduced in an effort to provide
homes for the people, and it received the
wholehearted support not only of the members
¢f this Chamber but of perhaps 98 per cent.
of the people of this State. However, after
it had been operating for 12 months the
people began to realise that it was not pro-
viding the thousands of homes that the Gov-
ernment said it would and, in a frenzied search
for a means of escape, the then Secretary for
Labour and Industry, who is the present
Treasurer, suddenly realised that not only
could he pass the buck for the Government’s
inability to provide more homes, but he could
also make this Aect of Parliament perhaps
one of the greatest pieces of political propa-
ganda in the history of this State.

Mr. Gair:s Because the members of the
local authority failed to do their duty, and
you were one of them.

Myr. GAVEN: When the Treasurer and
the Secretary for Labour and Industry were
dropping bombs round me in their replies, I
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listened attentively and with great interest
to everything they had to say, appreciating
the fact that every man has the right to be
heard. If I am not to be heard as I heard
them, I suggest that they must have a very
- weak ease.

In 1948 the Act was amended after a vieious
and unwarranted attack on innocent people,
and I intend to prove that statement if I
can do so in the time at my disposal. Tt is
a significant faet that every Supreme Court
action taken against persons for breaches of
the Aect has failed, and although greatly
increased penalties were provided in the
amending Aet, to my knowledge not one person
has been indicted in the Supreme Court sinee
it eame into being. TIf all these alleged
breaches occurred, why did not the Govern-
ment take some action to impose some of the
penalties that the Aet was amended to pro-
vide, instead of spending thousands of pounds
of public moneys in having inspectors for the
suppression of what was regarded in other
parts of the State as a ecivil right of the
people? It was a civil right in 99 per cent.
of the State, but in the other 1 per cent the
set-up was altogether different,

It cannot be denied that the Act has failed.
Despite the faet that the other States depend
on the importation of large aquantities of
timber, plywood, joinery and other building
materials, Queensland is the only State where
controls on the building of dwelling houses
still exist. One has only to visit the wharves
in various parts of the State to see the amount
cf Queensland building material that is being
exported.

Apart from restricting eommercial build-
ing, the Act has not been responsible for the
erection of one more home in this State
than would have been built had it never
existed. In actual fact, many more houses
would have been built but for the operations
of this Act. Evidence of that can be seen
on the South Coast merely by looking across
the border fence into New South Wales. The
extent of our loss of houses can be gauged by
the aectivities of only one South Coast
plumber, who I understand has used £7,000
worth of plumbing material from Queensland
sources on New South Wales building pro-
jects during the last 12 months, and the
plumbing costs on an average dwelling are
less than 20 per cent. of the whole cost. At
Ienst eioht other plumbing tradesmen on
the South Coast are working in New South
Wales for 90 per cent. of their time, using
materials from Queensland sources.

This building boom in New South Wales
began on the very day that Zone B was
created in Queensland and I give you my
agsurance in all sincerity that the boom will
continue so long as Zone B exists. Many
Queensland people have already bought land
across the border for the purpose of specula-
tive building with material that the Queens-
land Government are so generously making
available to them.

Mr. Power: You know that we cannot
stop it from going over the border.
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My, GAVEN: Quite true, because of
Section 92 of the Commonwealth Counstitu-
tion provides for free interstate trading.
The statement that the Aet is purely
political propaganda is unassailable. Tere
are the facts: for months the advertising
columns of the Brisbane ¢‘Courier-Mail’’
have contained increasing lists of homes for
sale, and none to let. The ‘‘Courier-Mail’’
of 21 Qctober advertised some 130 dwellings
in Brisbane for sale, with vacant possession,
and scores of others advertised for sale in
the same issue eould probably also be pur-
chased on the same conditions. Big build-
ing eompanies are searching for buyers, not

tenants, for hundreds of houses, and are
offering liberal terms to aftract buyers.
Speculative  builders who have erected

hundreds of homes in the eity area are find-
ing considerably more diffieulty in selling
houses and quite a few of these gentlemen
have realised that the big boom is waning
and rather than become landlords they are
retiring from business.

It is quite legitimate for the speculator
to operate in the eity but it 1s a crime in
Zone B—a stigma and a crime. In the
words of the Treasurer—

¢The housing camps are still full and
there are many young married couples
living with in-laws, in Dboarding houses
and in rooms.”’
That is true, I agree and the only answer
is that almost everyone who is in a position
to build or buy a home of his own already
has one. The evidence is there, that there
are at least 300 homes in Brisbane that ean
be bought today and we have hundreds of
people who want a home and have not got
the money to buy one.

Mr. Gair: A plain stupid statement.

Mr. GAVEN: How is it a stupid state-
ment? Take the paper advertising hundreds
of homes for sale. The Government have
not done anything whatever to provide homes
for the people who eannot afford to pay at
least £2 a week rent and comparatively few
are available even at that priee. They use
the Building Operations and Timber and
Building Materials Control Act as « smoke-
screen to cover their failure fo provide
houses instead of the housing camps or
humpies for the poorer classes to which they
appear to be permanently condemned.

T.et us examine the Act and see the extent
to which it has heen effective. Why was it
introduced in the first place? Back in 1948
the then Secrctary for Labour and Industry,
now the Treasurer, sent to the South Coast an
investigator, not an inspector, to go through
the town of South Coast to find out what
was aetually going on in regard to building.
This inspector, Mr. Copley by namc, made
a report and I sav elearly and emphatically
that while he was there he did not know
whether he was in the South Coast or Sonth
Africa. The report he submitted to the then
Minister, now the Treasurer, was malicious,
mischievous, and without any foundation in
fact whatever. On that report the Treasurer
was misled but he brought in the amending
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Bill in 1948, placing South Coast and Red-
cliffe in one zone—one type of legislation
for one section of the people as against those
in the rest of the State.

I took the advice of the Treasurer and
perused ‘‘Hansard’’ and I agree that when
the Bill was introdueced the whole of the
Opposition were in accord with it but at
that time they had no idea of its ramifica-
tions, and implieations or the way in which it
would be administered. I do not blame the
Treasurer or the present Secretary for
Labour and Industry for the way in which
‘it was being administered.

I pointed that out very clearly, even
though the Secretary for Labour and Indus-
ry said that I was making an attack on the
lreasurer and himself. I am satisfied that
as fair-thinking men, if they knew what was
golng on on the South Coast, they would
immediately repeal this iniquitous Aect.

I took the advice of the Treasurer and I
read and examined the debate on the pas-
sage of the Bill through this House. In
fact, I perused ‘“‘Hansard’’ very carefuily.
[ found that the hon. gentleman built up
his case for the Bill om the action of
an ex-publican who built a house on the
South Coast with the approval of the local
authority.  The first ease that the hon.
gentlemau mentioned when introducing the
Bill was that of Mr. H. A. Warner, e}f~pub-
lican of Warwick. The hon, gentleman
said—

‘“Case No. 1: A man named . A.

Warner, an ex-publican from Warwick,

owned a house at Southport in Stevens

Street. About 1945 he sold to Mrs. Myles-

Ford and left Southport.’’

Is there anything wrong with that? Mys.
Mylesl‘ord_, who bought his house, is still
occupying it.  That shows she is a permanent
resident.  She has remained in it ever sinee.
The hon. gentleman went on to say-—
‘‘After a short period he retuwrned and
took up residence in Walker Avenue. Ie
bought land in Scarborough Street from a
taxi-driver named Berinoth and obtained
from thc' Southport Council loecal-author-
ity permit No. 17464, dated 15 October
194G, to ereet a vesidence on this land a‘é
A cost of £1,736 and with an area of 1,250
square feet plus garage. He gave the
usual  undertaking regarding residence.
The house has not yet been. completed but
measures approximately 1450 square feet.

It has been sold for a roximately £3,000
to a Mr. Fraser, 0 Treh

Firth’s Garage,
Street.”’

That is all right. Mr. Fraser is a permanent
resident, he bought the house and has lived
It ever since.  So the hon. gentleman is
all wrong.  The local authority was right
o issuing the permit, because the Aet says—
‘“Provided that if at any time within

the operation of this Part of this Act, the
person constructing such dwelling-house
©or any other person to whom he may have
disposed of ‘the dwelling-house by sale,
dease, or in any other manner, shall use

&e., in  Searborough
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such dwelling-house for any other purpose
than as a permaunent residence, such per-
son shall be guilty of an offence.””’

That is the point I am trying to make. He
signed the declaration that he was going to
reside jn it permanently, or that the person
to whom he might have disposed of it would
use it for no other purpose than a perma-
nent residence. The declaration Mrs. Alyles-
I'ord, for instance, signed was to the effect
that she was going to keep the dwelling as
n permanent residence for herself. The
declaration is one printed by the Govern-
ment Printer on Government paper and
reads—

‘I propose to erect a building at (insert
the exact address and/or Loecal Authority
deseription of property)..............

““I hereby undertake that during the
operation of the abovementioned Act, this
building will not be extended so that its
area exceeds 1,250 square feet, calculated
according to the provisions of the Act and
Regulations made in accordance with the
Act, and that it will be used as a per.
manent residence and that I will not allow
it to be used otherwise than as a per-
manent residence.

““I further undertake that, during the
operation of the abovementioned Act, this
building will not be let or sold to any
person who has not lodged with your Coun-
cil an undertaking to the effect as this
one.’’

The point I am making in respect of
the provisions of the Aet is that if I held
100 allotments T could build 100 dwelling-
houses, provided I sold them or let them to
legitimate permanent tenants. If a person
who signed that undertaking was proved not
to be a permanent tenant, the Minister could
prosecute him for making a false declara-
tion. Every person who signed that declara-
tion resided permanently in the house in
question. How did the local authority know
that the applicant would not sell to another

person who would become a permanent
resident?
Mr. Gair: They never attempted to

police it or iota with the

Government.

co-operate one

Mr. GAYEN: The next case refers to
S. E. Lougheed, a painter who has resided
in Southport for many years. Ie received a
permit to build a house in Olive Avenue.
The fact that the house in Scarborough
Street measured 1,450 square feet but
because no action was taken is no reflection
on the Counecil, hecause at that time the
policy of outside measurements was changed
to inside measurements and the 1,450 square
feet was computed by outside measurements.

Case No. 2 is that of G. H. Waymouth.
He received a permit and built a house in
High Street, which was sold to a permanent
resident of many years in Southport, a Mr.
McDonnell, who is very well thought of as
a salesman in the motor industry. Mr.
Waymouth received a second permit and
built a house which he had oecupied himself
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until reeently, when it was bought by the
Commonwealth Government as a residence
for the portmaster.

Now we come to the famouns Cowderoy case.
Mr. Cowderoy received five permits to build
five working houses in the working-class area
of Southport, and all are occupied by work-
ing men in the area, and some were pur-

chased through the War Service Homes
Division.

Now let me quote the Preston case. Local
Authority Approval No. 20863, dated 17

August, 1946, was issued to Thomas Preston
to build 1,130 square feet in Walton Street.
On 8 November, 1948, the Bureau of Industry
issued permit No. Q.B.8662 to Thomas
Preston to build 750 square feet in the ease-
ment off Walton Street. On 17 October,
1949, the Bureau of Industry issued permit
No. Q. B. 13055 to Thomas Preston to build
950 square feet in the easement off Walton
Street.

So it will be seen that what I have been
saying is correect. It appears that as the
Government have done the same thing there
is nothing wrong with the council’s action.

Now we come to the very good case or
the very bad case, as far as the Government
are concerned—the Ballinger case. On 27
July, 1946, Mr. Ballinger, on behalf of the
Hollywell Holiday Syndicate, lodged applica-
tion and plans with the Southport Town
Couneil to construet a number of cottages at
Hollywell. The counecil replied on 13 Aungust,
1946, stating that the council could not issue
a permit and that application would have to
be made to the Bureau of Industry. When
the council inspector discovered that the work
was proceeding he took the Bureau of
Industry inspector, Mr. Kendall, to the site
and helped him to measure the structures.
However, the Government took no aetion in
the matter. The Government definitely let
the council down in this matter; it was not
a case of the council’s letting the Govern-
ment down.

Section 10, Subseetion (2) (b), of the old
Act gives the local authority power to issue
a permit if the person econstructing such
dwelling house or any other person to whom
he may have disposed of the dwelling house
by sale, lease, or in anv other manner shall
use such dwelling house as a permanent
residence. That established the fact that
the Act never intended that the man should
occupy the house himself, but attempted to
ensure that it was to be used as a permanent
home. The clear intention of the Act is to
provide homes for permanent residents of
the area.

I have approached the Secretary for
Tiabour and Industry on several occasions
and T have found him a decent man to deal
with and I do not wish it to be inferred from
what I am trying to say that the Treasurer
is not a decent person to deal with. ¥e has
extended the utmost eourtesy to me whenever
I have had occasion to approach him.

In the first instanee the Minister, during
the course of his reply, challenged me and
the hon. member for Murrumba, to produce
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to him one instance where one honest,
decent, permanent resident working man in
the area had been refused a permit. He
said that if I ecould produee that to him he
would give him a permit. After I produce
this deserving case I hope the Minister will
—and I know he will—issue a permit. I
do not intend to speak on behalf of the hon.
member for Murrumba; he is well able to
look after himself. The first case is one that
I brought ferward in this Chamber pre-
viously. I appeal to every hon. member,
whether on the Government or the Opposi-
tion henches, to help me to get a permit for-
this man. If ever a man deserved a permit
this man does. The reply of the Secrctary
for TLabour and Industry was that in the
first instance he was a single man, secondly
that his mother owned a eafe down there,
and thirdly she owned a home in Ipswich.
I admit that he is a single man and his
mother owns a cafe

. Mr. A. Jones: Be fair in this case. He
is in hospital.
Mr. GAVEN: He is able to rehabilitate
himself and come out. This man was &
returned soldier who was very badly knocked
about in the war. Formerly he was a school
teacher and a good type of man, a good
athlete, footballer, and swimmer. He was
knocked about so much in the war in New
Guinea that his right arm had to be
amputated. He has deafness in right ear
—car drum perforated. He was in a bad
nervous condition., He had gunshot wounds
in thigh and his teeth shattered. As the
Minister has said, at the moment he is in
hospital Lut he is able to rehabilitate him-
self. His mother owned a home in Ipswick
and a cafe on the South Coast but she is now
living in a tiny room 8 ft. by 8 ft. She has
sold the home in Ipswich and all she asks
is that they get a permit to build 10 squares
in Palm Avenue, Surfers’ Paradise. That is
the only bit of land this man has.

Mr. Gairs When she made application
she had a home.

Mr. GAVEN: She has already sold the
home in Ipswich, that being one of the hon.
gentleman’s conditions. She has asked for a
permit and has been consistently refused. I
know the Minister will reconsider this
application and do the best he possibly cam.

T would put the hon gentleman right ow
another point. In the first place he said this
was a single man and no single person
receives a permit for the South Coast. I
have made investigations and find that single
people down there have got permits, and
got permifts from the Bureau of Indusiry.
I do not blame the Minister for the way the
Act is being administered; I do not think
he knows what is going on.

The first cases of these is that of Miss
Grace Irene Sheehan, Country Club Hotel,
Stanthorpe, a single woman. she received
a permit, No. QB/9554, 14 December, 1948,
for 1248 square feet, Pacific Highway..
Surfer’s Paradise.
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The next case of that of B. Hicks, Third
Avenue, Southport, a single man, Permit No.
QB. 1555 8, 1,080 square feet. This lad was
told that no single person was allowed to
build on the South Coast but he eould build
anywhere else in the State.

Mrs. Bunting, Pacific Highway, Surfers’
Paradise received a permit to build and built
in Bower street, Southport. She is a widow
and, thercfore, in the same category as a
single person  This lady sold the home in
Bower street, Southport, and received a per-
mit by the Building Control Division to build
another home, and has done so, ou the Pacific
Highway, Surfers’ Paradise.

Mr. Gair: You know the reason why.

Mr., GAVEN: I could not tell the hon.
gentleman anything about it.

Mr. Gair: Of course you do: you know
so much about it. You know the woman
is a cripple and gets about in a wheel-ehair.

Mr. GAVEN: I know sufficient about it
to know that she is not a eripple. The
Treasurer is mistaken. He is thinking of
another person.

The next case is that of a man by the
name of Cole. This man has lived at
Surfer’s Paradise for 18 years; he is a hard-
working man and engaged in the building
industry. To be quite fair and frank in his
case, I must say that he had an uncontrolled
house and sold it some time back, but had no
idea at the time he sold it that he would not
get a permit to build a new home on the
allotment that he and his wife own. He has
made application to build but has been con-
sistently refused. There is nothing in the
Act to say that once a man sells a home he
cannot build another. Other people have
had homes, sold them, and have received per-
mits to build again. E. M. & G. E. Bones, of
Burleigh Heads, recently sold a shop and
residence to a Mr. Breen. Mr. Benes has
sinee obtained a permit to build a new
residence after disposing of the other
one, but Cole, Iadley, Hughes, and
other people have been refused. Why?
Mr. Breen owned and sold a home at
Coolangatta and was then allowed to buy
another home and a business, but other
people are told that if they sell in that area
they cannot buy or build there again.
Mr. Cole’s case is a most deserving one. He
is mo sharp-shooter or bookmaker, but a
decent hard-working fellow. This business isg
creating hardship.

I.am not prepared to stress the circum-
stances in the ease of a Mr. Warnock, who
degires to erect a home at River Terrace,
Surfer’s Paradise. He signed the required
declaration to the effect that he does not own
any other land in the Commonwealth. He
has been consistently refused because he does
not come within the category.

I mention next the ease of Mr. J. Hadley,
of Ferny Fairway, Burleigh Heads. I played
football with this man over 25 years ago,
and he is a hard-working decent fellow. He
has been living in a tent on his allotment and
has all the required building maferials on the
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ground, even to the roof. He has been con-
sistently refused a permit to build. He had
an uncontrolled house, which he sold to a
Mr. Mandross, a cafe-owner and permanent
resident in Burleigh Heads. Xe was not
aware that he could not rebuild; in faet, he
was told that he would not be prevented
from building so long as he sold to a per-
manent resident.

I read in the posh columns of the ¢‘Tele-
graph’’ of no later than 16 September last
that Mr. and Mrs. Allom had sold their
home at Ascot and were now building a home
at Southport. Apparently one can sell a
home in Brisbane and go down to the South
Coast to build, but a person resident in the
area has no chance of doing so. I appeal to
every fair-minded man that it is time that
thig iniquitous regulation was wiped out. We
all know that we are losing building
materials to New South Wales.

To quote another case: a Mrs. Hughes had
a home of eleven rooms in High Street,
Southport, at the back of the industrial area.
She lost her husband and for a time was
living by herself. She sold the house, which
wag on 1% acres of land, to a man who was
starting a poultry farm. The Minister said
that she signed a declaration before she sold
her home and that if she sold she would
not obtain a permit to build another home
and thatt she does mnot come within the
category.

She has been told that because she sold
her home for the terrific price of £2,500,
she cannot get a permit to build a home
with a floor area of 600 sq. ft. As I have
said, she has lost her husband and has only
her daughter living with ber. She has had
a lot of worry and trouble. She has been
told she can build a home of 1,250 sq. ft.
anywhere in the State, with the exception of
the South Coast and Redecliffe. This is a
very deserving case, and one in which I
think a permit should be granted.

The next case, a very pathetic one, is
that of Mr. and Mrs. M. P. Hill, of 23rd
Avenue, Palm Beach. These old people are
both over 70 years of age and have lived
in Palm Beach for 20 years. Mrs. Hill
wrote to me some time ago as follows—

‘‘Some time ago I made applieation to
the Building Control to ereet a permanent
dwelling on my land at Palm Beach, and

T received a reply from the Department

to the effect that my application was

rejected.
‘I wish to state my case with the hope
that my application will be reviewed.
‘‘Both my husband and myself are over

70 vears of age. We are not well to do,

just struggling along and keeping slightly

ahead of the old-age pension, and at this
stage of our lives we have no desire to
become speculators.

¢‘I have been part-owner of a dwelling
at Palm Beach for approximately 20 years
and have lived there permanently for 16
years. My sister, who is an ex-1st ALT.
-Trained Sister, was the other part-owner
of the dwelling.
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““Owing to my sister’s ill-health because
of war service, it became mnecessary for
lier to realise on her share of the property,
and as I was not financially able to pur-
chase her share, it was agreed to scil on
the open market, and that I would then
have sufficient money to ereet a smaller
home for my husband and myself which
would be more within my ability to main-
tain than the larger house that has been
sold. At my age and serious state of
health I am not able to act as cleaner and
caretaker for other people, and in view of

your oft repeated statement that vou
would ensure that every person who
required a permanent home would have

no diffieulty in obtaining a permit, I con-
sider that under the abovementioned ecir-
cumstances I come within that category.

‘‘1 had no idea when I sold my interest
in the house that I would not be allowed
a permit to build on the only small block
of land that I own in this world.

‘¢TI received as my share of the sale of
the large home the magnificent sum of
£1,200. Surely I am entitled to a home
to live in in the State which my husband
and myself have worked so hard all these
years to help develop.’”’

Mrs. Hill wrote another letter to the then
Secretary for Public Works and Housing,
which T shall not read at this stage, but a
letter that she wrote to the present Treasurer
reads as follows—

‘“Once again T am asking permission
to build a small house at Palm Beach for
my husband and self. We have no home
and are hoth over 70 vears old. I hope
you can see your way clear to grant me
this favour.

‘I have had Masses and Petitions
offered up that you would let me build
my home. My sister, Miss Isambert, who
was half owner with me, worked in the
same office as your wife. I do prayv our
prayers will not be in vain. We will have
a Golden Wedding on the 20th September.
What a beautiful gift it would be were I
te get word I could get my little home.

‘“Still praying and hoping for a good
reply.”’

I think that is a very deserving case, but
she was refused permission to build. How-
ever, at the same time and in the same area
we find that a Mrs. Ann Harris, wife of
Ray Harris, bookmaker, received permit No.
113466, on 15 June, 1950. This lady lives
with her husband, who owns two houses on
the South Coast, one in Boundary Street,
Coolangatta, and the other in Tugun. This
building is to have three shops underneath
and two flats on top. The shops are to be
a delicatessen shop, a barber’s shop, and a
chemist’s shop.

The next case is that of Mr. T. Skancke, of
Albert street, Burleigh. He wanted to build
a fish shop on his property at Miami. Then
there was the ease of Mr. and Mrs. P, Olsson,
who applied for a permit to erect two shops.
Skanske’s application was placed 12 months
ago for a fish shop on the Pacific Highway at
Miami, opposite the post office. This man
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was giving good service to the people in his
fish trade but he was told that he did not
come into the category at the time.

Then there is the case of Thomas Charles
Halbert, who got a permit to erect two flats
on top of two shops at Surfer’s Paradise at
a cost of £3,000 plus extras. The permit was
issued this month. I am reliably informed
that the theatre and shops were recently pur-
chased for approximately £20,000. Yet when
Mr. E. Diamond made a similar application
recently to both the department and the
Minister, to live in one flat himself and the
other to house the Coolangatta doctor, which
in my opinion is a deserving case, he was
told he did not come within the category
and permits were not issued for that class of
building.

The next one is a very deserving case, that
of a man named Walker, of Upper Coomera.
He is 70 years of age, an old pioneer, one
of the men who came and opened up the
country. He did a very fine job and left his
mark in indelible print on the country there.
He did hard work and laboured long hours.
He cannot work his land to the best advan-
tage on account of his age and desires to get
young people in to work it. He was told by
the department that he did not come within
the category of those who could get homes at
the present time. However, he was also told
that if he sold his farm the department would
consider the issue of a permit to him. He
wants a permit to build but was refused
because he had a farm! However, on
11 April, 1949, a permit was issued by the
department to Dr. Meehan to construet a
house at Surfer’s Paradise to cost £2,250,
The permit is No. Q.B.9877. He can have
as many homes as he likes in Brisbane and
have one on the coast but a person without
one anywhere cannot in many cases have one
on the coast for permanent residence. Men
working on the coast have been refused per-
mits consistently because at some time or
other they sold a home in that area. Yet
others have sold and obtained permits.

The next case is that of Mr. B. Hall, of
Palm Beach, a returned soldier, who has been
totally incapacitated. He served for 26
years in the Air Force and is getting a
pension of £3 10s. a week and 30s. a week
for superannuation, making a total of £5.
He has to climb 17 steps to get into his
house. He asks that he be allowed to put
in a septic system and a couple of braces
underneath the house, because in rough
weather, when there are storms, the building
feels that it is going to collapse or fall down.
He got a stop-work order served on him by
the inspector, Mr. Martin, who told him that
he had exceeded his £50 permit. The work
had to stop. At the same time as he was
stopped a man in the same area namgd
Brandson, a bookmaker, received a permit,
No. 95159, on 31 August, 1949, for £50 for
a septie tank and was allowed to carry on to
the extent of £1,000.

Mr. H. Abrahams, bookmaker, got a
permit No. 79344 for £50 and carried on
and extended his repairs to £900. The permit
was dated 9 June, 1949. Then Mr., W. G.
Puet, bookmaker, got a permit No. 94092,
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Jasued on 19 October, 1949, for £50 for
septic tank, and earried on with further
house repairs to the extent of £1,200.

Mr. I. F. Roberts, bookmaker, got permit
No. 113497, issued on 7 July, 1950, for
£50, already extended to £1,500 and the
builder says that it will now take £2,000 to
complete this renovation.

Then there was the case of Mr. S. Sheldon,
bookmaker, permit No. 79342, issued 25
May, 1949, tor £50 for septic tank and he
went on to the extent of £1,500.

These are the sort of things that are going
on and yet decent people desirous of taking
ap permanent residence there are being
refused permits. Why did Inspector Martin
stop this incapacitated war-service man from
making additions to his home and allow these
other people to go on?

Mr, The
rmits.

Gairs: council issued the

My. GAVEN: The permits were issued
by the council and a copy sent to the
Burean Inspector whose job it is to police
the permit and see the £50 is not exceeded.

Here is another case, that of a man named
Bvans, who is desirous of erecting flats.
Mr. kvang in his letter stated to me—

#¢1 am writing to you to see if you can
«do anything for me in connection with the
erection of a block of four flats at Walton
street, Southport, which I have been trying
for since 27 September, 1948.

“¢T have had the plans approved by the
«council and they are at the Bureau of
Industry at present. All materials have
been cut out ready to erect and are at
present stacked on the site, bricks as well
as timber.

‘1 want to erect the flats for permanent
tonants and if suitable the Bureau can
select its own tenants if it is doubtful.”’

Tere was a good opportunity to issue a
permit and to select the tenants, perlaps
couneil employees.

Another case is that of a woman named
Mrs. G. M. Harvie, who resides at 16 Church
street, Randwick. She bought two building
blocks on the Pacific Highway at Burleigh
with the intention of building a dwelling
house and residing there permanently, and
later on three holiday letting cabins om the
second allotment. She was refused a permit
+o build in Burleigh Heads. Yet she can
build 4 home anywhere else in the State.

I do not want to go on and weary the
Committee with all the applications that have
been refused. I have given a list of some of
the permits and their numbers just to give
an idea of what is actually happening and to
bring before the notice of the Government
the futilitv of the Building Operations and
Timber and Building Materials Control Aet.
it is all very well for the Minister and homn.
members to get up and say that these refusals
are necessary because of the shortage of
materials and that deserving people cannot
get material to build homes, bnt we must
sremember that this is the Government who
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issued a permit to build a quarter-million posh
hotel -at Hayman Island and that the minimum
tariff is £19 12s. a week, a tariff so high
that only the bookmaker, waterside worker,
and shearer could afford to stay there. There
is a continual gtream of traffic down the Pacifie
Highway to Tweed Heads and all elasses of
building materials are going across the border
into New South Wales. Not only are we
losing our timber but we are losing work-
men who are helping to build up that State at
our expense. That is what I am attempting
to drive home to the Government. They are
not saving building materials by continuing
the operation of the Act as at present
administered but they are losing them. I
should like to take hon. members opposite
for a drive over the border into New South
Wales. At one place I could show them where
a 19-flat building has been erected and in
another place where a 10-flat building has
Leen erected. In fact, we can see intensive
building operations proceeding there, includ-
ing houses and igloos. If we go on to Byron
Bay we can see boats loading logs for South
Australia and New Zealand week after weck.
Boatloads of fence posts are leaving there,
Queensland posts at £40 a 100 whereas they
never get more than £5 to £10 a
hundred in Queensland. We
our timber being loaded at Coffs Har-
bour also. That is why we are short of
timber. Our timber is even going to America
as well as South Australia and New Zealand.
I am sorry that the Premier is not in the
Chamber because he visited Southport on
£6 April last, three days before the election,
and he knows quite well the reactions against
the Aect. The people on the South Coast are
far from satisfied, because these controls are
doing no good—neither saving any building
materials, nor enabling people to get homes.
We are losing our building materials and New
South Wales and other places are gaining.
We on the South Coast are not asking for
preferential treatment. We are simply asking
to be placed on the same footing as people
in other parts of the State, no better and no
worse.

Do vou mnot think that the Government,
who have the responsibility of bringing down
legislation, should legislate for the whole of
the people and not for one seetion? Is not
that only fair and reasonable? The tourist
industry is the lifeblood of some places in
this State, particularly the South Coast. As
things are, I do mnot think we shall ever
get to the stage of catering for the tourists
beeanse our material seems to be getting
shorter rather than more plentiful.

Mr. Gair: Do you suggest a person that
is living in Brisbane should be able to get
a house on the South Coast?

¥Mr. GAVEN: No, certainly not. I made
that elear. If a person in Brisbane had a
home and signed a declaration that he was
going to permanently reside down there and
did not do so, I should be 100 per cent.
behind the Government if they proseccuted
him.

Mr. Gair: What do you suggest they
could do once they have the home?

can see |
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Mr. GAVEN: You could prosecute them
to the extent of a fine of £5,000 or 12
montis in gaol. That is incorporated in your
Act wud you are aware of it.

Three or four years ago Mr. Harvey, Mr.
Rogers and Mr. Ferguson toured the State
and made certain recommendations for the
improvement of the provision made for the
tourist traffic. That report has been filed,
and what has happened? We have done
nothing about it; we have got mo further
advanced at all. There is no equity what-
ever in the present position. It is in direet
opposition to the whole of our British Con-
stitution and it is opposed to the common-
law rights of man. It is man’s inherent
right to be allowed to build his own home
on his own land. When members of the
Government realise what is happening down
there I feel sure they will alter their out-
look. I have given proof that honest, decent,
working people—there is not a toff amongst
them—are demanding homes, and surely to
goodness the Govermment will grant them
that right, I feel sure they will. The whole
position is an abrogation of our democratic
principles and a brazen attempt to take away
from man his inherent right to build his own
home on his own land. Our forefathers
built their own homes and tried to develop
.the coumtry, and they left a heritage of
which we might well be proud. We want
to carry it on and develop the country.

Mr. A. Jones: You say that a person in
Brigsbane already aeccommodated who owns
land should exercisc the inherent right to
build on it?

Mr., GAVEN: I never said that.
people do not own land in Brisbane.

These

Mr. Walsh: Do the bookmakers you
refer to build new homes down there?
Mr. GAVEN: No, but they get £50

permits then make the sky the limit and the
Government’s Inspeetor Martin has appar-
ently closed his eyes. Why? This is class
control exercised over one section of the

people.  The Aect has been deseribed as
the Wilful Murder of the South Coast
Act.  That is what it acfually is. 1

think that any Government who keep such
an Act in forece are politically dishonest;
and I do not hesitate to say it.

Mr. A. Jones: You know that the
biggest majority of eases vou have mentioned
erected on local-authority permits and mnot
on Building Control permits at all

Mr. GAVEN: The bookmakers worked .

under the loeal-authority permit which it is
your inspector’s job to control. That is
what he is there for. He immediately gets
a copy of every permit issued and he has to
police it, not the ILoeal Authority, but not
the mrn building shops.

Mr. A. Jones: The others—we have
nothing to do with them.

Mr. GAVEN: The Government’s inspector
is down there for ome specific purpose and
he never misses a thing. He is a tyrant.
People cannot nail a paling on a fence or
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paint a gate unless he is onto him. Nobody
can ever build to the extent of £50. I want

to know why the bookmakers should have
been allowed to go ahead and do so.

Mr., A, Jones: We do not give the
permit; the council issues the permit.
Mr. GAVEN: The council issues the

permit for £50 and he is there to see they
do not spend over £50. That is his job;
it is not the council’s job.

Mr. A. Jomes: They have to submit
plans to the couneil.

Mr. GAVEN: Yes, that is correct. He
gets a copy of these plans and the applica-
tion and it is his job to see it is carried
out. That is why he is therc.

Mr. Gair: You wrote and apologised to
me for the conduct of your inspector.

Mr. GAVEN: It does not matter what
argument you use, there is none that can
vindieate the bringing in of this Aect.

I now wish to say a word or two about
the much-publicised Merrimae swamp. L
make u¢ apologies whatever for any part I
took in conuectlon with the draining of that
area. I very sincerely hope that one day
the Merrimae scheme will be completed and
7,000 acres of good agricultural land will be
brought back into production. I never said
that this Government did not provide money
for the Merrimac drainage. In my maiden
speech I gave credit to the Government for
the good work done in my area. On the
several occasions on which the couneil of
which I was a member for a long period
wmade application to this Government for
money the applications were granted. XNor
did the council ever fail to meet interest
and redemption repayments. The Govern-
ment did a good job. They have mnever yef
refused a loan. My interest in the Merrimaec
drainage is that we have to get a big sub-
sidy to do the job. We came to the Govern-
ment and asked for a subsidy and the last
oceasion I introduced a deputation to the
Seerctary for Mines and Immigration, who
was then Sceretary for Public Works, Hous-
ing and Local Government—and I am sure
he will bear me out—was in June, 1948. The
object was to raise £25,000 and I asked him
whether it would be possible to get a 50
per cent. subsidy., If we could get a 50 per
cent. subsidy we could put the Merrimae
scheme into effect. Any subsidy lower than
that would be totally inadequate because
the farmers would not be able to meet
interest and redemption. The hon. gentle-
man said, ‘“You come to me expecting my
Government to provide a subsidy to help drain
private land; to use a racing -term, you
simply are not in the race. I will help you as
much as I possibly can to drain outside the
private land. I will give you the maximum
subsidy (which at the time was 20 per cent.).
When you come inside the area where the
private land is you have no possible chance
of getting a subsidy from this Government.”’
If the hon. gentleman could have assisted me
he would have done so.

Mr., Power: I wrote to you.
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Mr. GAYEN: The hon. gentleman said
that he could not give us a subsidy to drain
private land. TFrom time to time we have
tried to find some way out of our dilemma
to enable us to bring this beautiful area
into productivity and help the nation by
exporting goods that would bring money
back to this country. On each and every
oceasion we made a move we found it impos-
sible to do anything about it. When there
was a meeting of the Opposition the other
day at which suggestions for projects on
which to make representations to the Federal
Government were invited I asked the party
whether we should make repregentations on
behalf of draining the Merrimae area. I
make no apologies whatever for my action. I
am sure the Labour Government will agree
with me that if the Federal Government
advanced money to do this job it would be a
great help to the State.

Mr. Power: Drain private property?

Mr. GAVEN: Part would be on private
property.

Mr. Power: You went to the Federal
Government to drain private property?

Mr. GAVEN: The Minister's Govern-
ment have already advanced £7,000 to do the
work inside private land. That work has
been ecarried out and the statement of the
hon. member for Hinchinbrook i: quite cor-

vect.  The Government have lent £7,000.
They Lave not given any subsidy. That
monev has been spent. Tt will take £25,000
to do the work outside—private land—

to put in draing and drain the water out
into the sea, to ecrect flood-gates, bridges
and large cnlverts. A~ T say, the whole
work will take the best part of £30,000.

If we could get a 50 per cent. subsidy we
could do the job and the farmers down
there would be able to carry the interest
and redemption payments. That is the whole
story of the Merrimae drainage.

My, Aikens: Do you mean to say that
the council is using ratepayers’ money to
drain private land?

Mr., GAVEN: Yes.
Mr. Aikens: You should be in gaol.

Mr. GAVEN: Lots of people should be in
gaol. Quite recently there was amalgamation
of shires, which wiped out all benefited areas,
the only demarcation being by way of valua-
tion. That is how the private property came
into the scheme.

I am happy to know that the Secretary
for Public Works, Housing and Local Gov-
ernment visited the area, my only regret
being that he did not let me know he was
coming as I could have taken him over it
and explained the whole thing to him. I
am glad that the hon. member for Hinchin-
brook went down there; I am glad also that
the Government are interested in the
scheme but as to the charge that this Merri-
mace drainage work is becoming a political
football, I say I do mnot care who gets the
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kudos so long as the money is advanced and
the scheme put under way. It is a very
worthy one. I can well remember that
country as it was in 1923 when virtually
half the eattle of the Beaudesert area were
brought down there during a period of
drought. They came down to an area
covered with paspalum and clover feet high.
The Merrimac swamp area carried virtually
60 per cent. of the stock from Beaudesert
and kept those stock in good condition for
no less than nine months. The cost was
2s. 6d. a week agistment and the people who
kept the stock were able to get the milk
from the animals. After the drought was
over they all went back home. Now, because
of lack of drainage, that country is a stink-
ing rotten black waste and it is pathetic to
see it, especially when one knew what it
was before. This area is between Spring-
brook, National Park and the coast. It is
low-lying and by reason of the fact that
serub is being felled in the backcountry the
water that used to come down in the wet
season by meandering slowly through
the serub now runs off like water off a roof
into the spout, bringing with it all the leaf
mould and silt from the hill country. The
water comes down so quickly that it is build-
ing up siltation at the mouth of the Nerang
River to the extent of 7 or 8 feet and the.
water, instead of being able to flow out into
the Proadwater and out through Jumpinpin
into the sea, is held in a bottleneck by this
siltation and is forced back over this
beautiful low-lying country and lies there
sufficiently long to boil and rot the grass.
This little scheme could be put into opera-
tion for £25,000 and the whole of the country
could be brought back again into produc-
tion. That is something worthy of the
attention of all hon. members in this Com-
mittee.

I do not make any apologies for doing my
utmost to help rehabilitate this country. I
am sorry that we caused bad feeling about
the matter. If the Government can help in
the scheme they will be well thought of by
the people in the area. T say again that I
am sorry the Minister did not tell me he
was going down there. I should have liked
to be on the job with him, so that I could
have given him first-hand information. T
want to make it quite clear that I was mot
trying to take the kudos from the Govern-
mient, The Government have been generous
to our people so far as loan money is con-
cerned.

Mr. Jones: If you had known he was

 coming you would have baked a cake.

Mr., GAVEN: I wish the Minister who
interjects had come down too. In his
Address in Reply speech the Minister said
that I could not understand that we were
short of materials and there was a stecl
shortage and that sort of thing. I realise
that all these shortages exist. We know that
in Australia there is a big steel shortage
but we also know that Australia can pro-
duce the finest steel ever produced in the
world at less cost than that produced else-
where. It can be produced at £16 10s. 2
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ton. Now we have to tour the world to
find the steel required to earry on our
industries. Our production has dropped by

1,143,057 toms since the war.
(Time expired.)

Mr., INGRAM (Keppel) (7.45 pm.):
First of all T desire to congratulate the
Treasurer on bringing this, his first Budget,
before this Chamber. I am certain that at
the end of the present term all hon. mem-
bers will be satisfied with his work as
Treasurer of this State because we can rest
assured that he will look after its finances
to the complete satisfaction of everyone
concerned.

I want to direct my attention this even-
ing to some statements that have been made
by certain members of the Opposition. I
will deal first- with the hon. member for
Chermside, who during the Address in Reply
debate, said, ‘‘On my left, only promises.
On my right, action.”’ He failed to say,
however, that those on his left, the Govern-
ment, have fulfilled the promises that they

have made before every election. What
about the aection of the Opposition? What
about their  promises in 19292 Without

doubt, it was -action, direet action on that
oceasion. In 1929 they went to the people
with a promise of £2 million for ten thousand
jobs. They said, ‘‘Give every boy and girl
a chance!’’ But what did they do? They
sacked thousands upon thousands of the
workers of this State. They took money
from the washer woman and 1s. a week from
the poor little orphans. They sent £2 million
to another State, and left the workers in
this State in poverty and starvation. These
are the people who talk about direct action.
This party fulfils its promises, but the
Opposition never have and never will.

Mr, Aikens: They put you on the track
in 1829-32.

Mr. INGRAM: I carried my swag on the
track, as did thousands of others. I walked
50 miles for a palty 4s. 6d. worth of ratioms.
That is what the Tories did.

Hon. members opposite also accuse the
Government of being supporters of the Com-
munist Party and of being fellow-travellers.
I hurl that deliberate falsehood back into
the teeth of the hon. member for Chermside.

~ Nobody has fought the Communist Party
more bitterly than members of the Austra-
lian Labour Party. On every platform we
said we did not want the Communist vote.
Did hon. members opposite say that? No!
They were relying on the Communists for
support. The hon. member said the other day
that 400 Communist preference votes went to
Labour, but he failed to say that in a by
election in New South Wales in the early
part of last year—and this appeared in the
“¢Courier-Mail’’—the Liberal Party eandidate
was relying on the Communist Party votes
to put him into Parliament.

Mr. Dewar: South Wales Iis
governed by

New

Mr. INGRAM: The hon. member does
not know what he is talking about.
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No party has fought the Communists more
than we have. I go further and say that
although the present Tory Federal Govern-
ment have introduced the anti-Red legislation
and say that they intend to sack all Com-
munists, if the Menzies Government know
the Communists that supported them, they
certainly will not sack them.

Mr. Power: They would promote them.

Mr. INGRAM: Of course they would.

The hon. member for (allide said that if
we wanted to arrest the drift from the coun-
try to the city we should have to provide
better roads and better facilities generally,
and cleetricity, but he knows full well that
these things are available or in the progress
of development in his electorate. When I
first came into Parliament, hardly any work
had been done on these roads but at the pre-
sent time there are good bitumen roads from
Rockhampton to Westwood, from Pink ILily
and on the Mt. Morgan Road. There are
improved school facilities. In the hon. mem-
ber’s own electorate the school has been
enlarged and a school residence -erected.
Then there is transport for the children
equal to anything in the State and indeed
everything possible is being done to care for
the educational needs of the school children.
If the hon. member would be fair he would
admit that what I say is correct. I looked
after the people in that part of the elec-
torate and I hope he will do as well.

As a matter of fact, the Labour Govern-
ment arve the only Government who have
locked after the State in the matter of road
works. In the majority of cases local auth-
orities are to blame for the lack of roads
because they do not come under the econtrol
of the Government. For instance, the
Banana Shire Council has not built a decent
road whereas the Fit:roy Shire Council have
made magnificent roads. The majority or the
shires are not worth a snap of the fingers
because they do not spend the ratepayers’
money properly. Most of them counsist of
graziers :who are only interested in their
own places and nowhere else. I know what
I am saying. I have travelled the State
and I know the road works that have been
carried out by this Governmeut,

Let me give some particuiars of the cost
of road construetion between 1932 and 1949,
The Main Roads Commission spent on per-
manent works in that period no less a sum
than £12.,872,618 and on maintenance road-
work £6,276,526. The amount allocated to
local authorities for permanent works was
only £624,212 and on maintenanece only
£1,565,125.  Therefore it will be seen that
the cost borne by the Main Roads Commis.
sion for permanent works was 95.2 per cent.
and for maintenance 75.1 per cent. Then
hon. members opposite have the audacity to
say that the Government are not treating
local authorities fairly in the matter of
finance.  When they were in power they
gave nothing to the local authorities. They
had no Maim Reads policr, na sibsidy or
anything eise.  Let mu give some details
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showing the expenditure on public roads in

various parts of the State. Here are the
details:—
Per- Main-
—_— manent tenance Total.
Works. Works.
£ £ £
Rockhampton to
Mackay .. o 660,000 122,000 782,000
Mackay to Towns-
ville .. ..} 1,242,000 297,000 { 1,539,000
Townsville to Cairns 837,000 339,000 | 1,226,000

Therefore in the Northern part of the State
the Government have spent £2,789,000 on
permanent works and £758,000 on main-
tenance work, a total of £3,547,000. That does
not include expenditure by loeal authorities.
Yet the Opposition have the cheek to say
that the Government are not expending any
money on main roads in the northern part
of the State.

The hon. member for Mirani made the state-
ment that this Govermment have not built a
mile of railway line in the last 30 years.
That is a ridiculous statement. I am quite
satisfied that it is high time that the Oppo-
sition devoted some of their time to learning
something about the affairs of this State.
Since the Government came into office in 1915
they have built railway lines as follows:—-

Miles.
Southern Division 409-99
Central Division 393-32
Mackay Division 131-49
Northern Division-—
Bovwen .. .. 10894
Great Northern Rail-
way . 263.41
Cairns Division 303-64

The Government were also instrumental in
starting the uniform-gauge railway from Bris-
bane to the border tuunel, a distance of
6&-82 miles, and the work was almost com-
pleted when the Tory Government came into
office in 1929. Yet hon. members opposite
have the cheek to say that this Government
have ncver built one mile of railway. At
present a deviation is proceeding on the
Kabra-Mount Morgan railway to eliminate
the rack system on the Razorback. This
deviation, which is 7 miles, should have heen
undertaken years ago, in the days of the
c¢ld Tory Government when materials were
cheap. The Razorback has been a hottleneck
for a great number of years and has greatly
reduced trainloads. The deviation will
aceclerate the traffic and increase loading on
this braneh line.

Furthermore, surveys are being completed
for the construction of a line to the Callide
coalfield, and the Government will build that
line, which will serve privately-owned coal-
mines. That is much better than allowing
private enterprise to comnstruet it. The
Gpposition say that we are a Soeialist Gov-
ernment but here is an instanee where this
Government are construeting a braneh rail-
way to enable private enterprise to market
its coal more expeditiously and cheaply than
at present. The Opposition would make
greater appeal to the people if they told the
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truth instead of deliberate falsehoods. The
other day the hon. member for Mirani accused
the Government of having eclosed railway
lines.

Mr. Evans: So you did.

Mr. INGRAM: We closed only one small
branch from Qunaba to Pemberton in 1948,
a distance of 6:49 miles.

Mr. Evans: What about the branch line
from Mingela to Ravenswood?

Mr. INGRAM: It was the Tory Govern-
ment who pulled up that line. That shows
that the Opposition will make any statement
go long as it deviates from the truth.

Mr. Evans: In the last six months the
Government have pulled up six loop lines.
(Opposition interjections).

The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is far
too muech noise in the Chamber. I hope the
hon. member will be permitted to continue
his speech in silence.

Mr. INGRAM: Mr. Chairman: I thank
you, but their interjections do not affect me.
I know that when one speaks the truth it
hurts the Opposition.

The hon. member for Isis spoke of teach-
ing the other day and he eriticised the
Government and said we were not doing
justice to our teachers and that our school
buildings should be more modern. I point
out for the information of hon. members that
since 1932 we have spent £3,155,025 on the
construction of school buildings throughout
the State. Several fine modern buildings have
bheen completed recently, and many teachers’
residences have been erected in places where
there was no residence before. It is only
right that when there are 30 or 40 children
in a place a residence should be erected for
the teacher. These things were mever done
in the time of the Tory Governments. It
has taken Labour Governments to do these
things. In my own electorate three new
residences are being erected at the present
time. The Government have also provided
school transport for children throughout the
State, which indicates that they are looking
after the interests of the children as well as
the parents.

A great deal has been said about teachers
and their salaries, and amenities and con-
ditions. I will guote the salaries paid to
teachers many vears ago under the old Tory
regime which they have in mind when they
say that there is nothing like the ¢‘good old
days.”” In 1898 the Tory Government were
in power and at that time a pupil teacher
worked for 12 months for nothing and the
pupil teacher, first-class, was paid £20 per
annum; in 1899 the second-class teacher
received £30 per annum; in 1900 the third-
class teacher received £45; in 1901 the fourth-
class teacher received £70; and in 1902, after
passing five examinations, the teacher would
receive £102 per annum and after three years
on this salary he would receive only £122.
After two years on £122 he would get £140.
He was then in Class III., Division I., and
he would remain there until he passed two
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other examinations. Often the teacher did
not bother to go in for the examinations
beeause there was no ineentive to do so. That
ig how the teachers were treated in the good
old days. I know a teacher who at the age
of 30 was receiving £142 per annum, but
under the present Labour Government he is
receiving £650 per annum. I am quoting
these things to show the facts of the position
and to indicate what the teachers are receiv-
ing under the Labour Government compared
with the miserable pittance they received
under the old Tory regime. If the Opposi-
tion got into power tomorrow they would
endeavour to revert to the bad econditions
that operated before Liabour took office.

Mr. Evans: They would not.

Mr. INGRAM: They would.

I am sorry the hon. member for Roma is
not present “this evening. He criticised our
Queensland hospitals and virtually aceused
the Government of responsibility for the
shortage of nurses. He also condemned hos-
pital administration. The hon. member does
not know what he is talking about and if he
was well advised he would not make such
statements.

I will give the Committee the salaries paid
to nurses under the Tory regime just prior to
Labour’s coming into office in 1915. The
figures are as follows—

Per week.

£ s d.
Matron 210 0
Sister .. 116 3
4th Year Nurse .. .. 16 8
3rd Year Nurse .. .. 15 0
2nd Year Nurse .. .. 12 6
1st Year Nurse .. 8 4

Mr. Sparkes: What did they get in 19167

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I will not
warn the hon. member again. The hon.
member who is speaking should be allowed to
state his ease. The hon. member who is inter-
jeeting will have his opportunity later.

My, INGRAM: As an illustration I will
quote the small hospital at Mt. Morgan.
Under Labour Government today, in addition
to board and lodging, uniform allowance,
laundry and one month’s holiday leave on
full pay, the staff receive the following

salaries—

Per week.
£ s d
Matron . 9 3 0
Ist Year Slster 5 9 0
2nd Year Sister 514 0

3rd Year Sister and thele-
after 6 3 0
1st Year Nurse 2 4 3
2nd Year Nurse 210 0
3rd Year Nurse 215 0
4th Year Nurse 3 1 6

The staff are on a 40-hour week. They do
not work round the clock, as they did under
the Tory regime. For the information of
the Committee I will give the number on
the hospital staff just prior to ILabour’s
advent to office in 1915: one doctor, one
sister, 16 nurses, one laundress, two assistant
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laundresses, two housemaids, one cook, one
assistant cook, one seamstress and one seecre-
tary, a total of 27 employees.

Mr. Evans: For how many patients?

Mr., INGRAM: At that time the popula-
tion of Mt. Morgan was 14,000 whereas today
it is only a little over 5,000. The following
are the staff employed at the present time,
when Labour is in office: two doctors, eight
sisters, 21 nurses, five wardsmaids—I empha-
sise that in the time of the Tory Government
there were no wardsmaids who help the nurses
to bring food and other things to the ward—
six housemaids, two kitchenmaids, one cook,
three laundresses, one seamstress, six male
employees, a seeretary, and two clerks, a total
of 58 employees.

Hon. members will notice that slave con-
ditions do not exist in the hospitals of
today, after the advent of Labour to power,
but in the good old Tory days nothing but
slave conditions existed. Why, in 1929-32
the Government of the day reduced wages
of the nursing staff by 10 per cent. and
they even sent an inspector up from Bris-
bane to tell the hospital committees that
they did not have to buy rump steak and eggs
for the patients, as beef steak was good
enough for them. In view of all that they
have the cheek and the audacity to say
they looked after the interests of the pcople
of this State.

Mr. Dewar: By how much did Scullin
reduce pensions about the same time?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

My, INGRAM: Furthermore, it was a
Labour Government who abolished hospital
precepts so as to give local authorities more
moner to provide better roads, streets and
footpaths for the people, but local authori-
ties did not avail themselves of the oppor-
tunity and wasted their money. The 2loore
Government promised the abolition of hos-
pital precepts but did not have the guts to
do it. Since Labour assumed office we have
not had the spectacle of nurses collecting in
the streets and selling art-union tickets to
get sufficient money to pay their wages. We
are looking after the interests of the people
as they should be looked after. In the good
old Tory days the Government were asked

month after month for £1,000 or more to
pay staff salaries. Today that does not
operate, thanks to a humane Labour Gov-

ernment.,

The hon. member for Norman, on Thurs-
day night last, said that the Government did
not give assistance to the mining industry.
Nothing is further from the truth, because
a Labour Government are the omnly Govern-
ment to assist the mining industry in this
State. They gave Mt. Morgan thousands
of pounds to reopen when the mines were
closed down. Were it not for a ILabour
Government there would be no railway line
to Mt. Isa to help the great Mt. Isa mines.
Hon. members opposite opposed the build-
ing of that line tooth and nail. The Govern-
ment have helped the mining industry
in other directions. I refer to grants in
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aid of prospecting development, by way of
shaft-sinking, provision of pumping, wind-
ing and treatment plants, and improvements
to roads and tracks. Technical advice by
qualified geologists and mining engineers is
wade available. Free assays of prospectors’
samples are made by a Government assayer
at Clonearry, and by the Government
analyst at Brisbane. A free determination
of speeimens is made at the Geological Sur-
vey Laboratory.

With regard to prospecting assistanee, the
rate for a single man is £1 10s. a week and
for a married man £2 10s. a week. In
1949-50 the prospecting grants to pros-
pectors amounted to £24,886 and for the
financial year 1948-49 it was £21,354. Those
figures show that this Government have
given all the assistance possible towards the
encouragement of the mining industry and
the statements made by the hon. member
for Norman were an absolute falsehood.
That hon. member also said that we should
give Queenslanders a bit of a chance in
establishing themselves and getting good
rositions. It is a great pity that the Lord
Mayor of Brisbane did not give considera-
tion to this matter before getting impor-
tations from overseas.

I intend to quote things that have happened
and still are happening—things that have
been done by the Tory Party in the Brisbane
City Council, which the Liberal Party sup-
ports. In the last 12 months, the Brisbane
City Council has brought men from the
United Kingdom, the Continent, and other
States of the Commonwealth to fill the top
positions in its servieces. In salaries alone,
the council pays to fewer than 20 engineers
from overseas, and men from other States, the
hefty sum of £16,156 a year. I am quoting
now from a Press report, which goes on to
say—

““Almost £100,000 of ratepayers’ moncy
has been put out for the housing of these
people.

¢‘ Meanwhile, while extravagant sums are
being used by the Council for this type of
work, 51 men are expeeted from overseas,
in addition to those already here.

‘¢ Following are the properties purchased
by the Council, the cost of conversion to
date, and the full estimated cost of con-
verting them to flats—

South Brisbane Town Hall:
converting, £8,118.

Austral Street, St. Lucia Flats: Pur-
chase price, £8,410; conversion, £5,547.
£2,865; fencing, £25.

Jordan Terrace, Bowen Hills: Pur-
chase price, £8,410; conversion, £5,547.

Melvie Flats, New Farm: Purchase
price, £7,500; cost of conversion (to
date), £309; (estimated final cost of
conversion is £6,000); stamp duty, £76.

Bayview, Clayfield: Purchase price,
£13,145; conversion to date, £1,532,
(Full estimated conversien, £9,000.)

Aseot Flats and Kapiti Flats, Winder-
mere Road: Purchase price, £5,000. Esti-
mated cost of conversion, £3,000; stamp
duty, £52. :

Cost of
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“‘In addition, flats at the corner of
Swann and Moggill roads, Taringa, were
bought by the City Council for £4,000, and
it is estimated that conversion costs will be
£3,500; stamp duty, £41.

““The City Counecil purchased another
property in Chatsworth road, Coorparoo,
for £5,500, and in this instance, cover-
sion costs are expected to be £6,000; stamp
duty was £55.

“‘The cost of the interviewing officer’s
trip overseas in connection with their
employment of non-Australians will cost
the Council another £1,622 (estimated), but
little ean be achieved by this trip other
than to overload an already top heavy
Couneil. The same information could have
been got in mailed reports.”’

I point these things out to show hon. mem-
bers the inconsistency of the Liberals when
they get up in this Chamber and say "we
should give preference in employment to
Queenslanders. Their own party in the Bris-
bane City Council is doing the reverse. It
igs spending hundreds of thousands of pounds |
to import people from overseas and put them
in good positions. As this Press article says,
there should be a notice on the Brigsbane City
Counecil’s door, ‘‘No Queenslanders need
apply!”’

I am very pleased to have had the oppor-
tunity of saying a few words tonight and
contradicting statements made by hon. mem-
bers opposite about this Government. It has
been their practice ever since they have been
in Opposition, to critieise this Government
not only in this Chamber but on the plat-
form. They deal not in construetive eriticism,
but in destructive criticism in an effort to
win control of the Treasury benches.

In conclusion, I congratulate the Treasurer
onee again on his Financial Statement, and I
feel quite sure that at the end of his term
everyone in this State will be highly pleased
with its results.

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS (Whitsunday)
(8.19 p.m.): In making my contribution to
this debate, I too wish to deplore the fact
that this Government have budgeted for a
deficit in the forthcoming year. Under
normal circumstances, one would have thought
that rather strange, considering the pros-
perity that appears to be prevalent, but know-
ing that the Government are past masters af
the art of propaganda, I am quite satisfied
that after the Premiers’ Conference, where
the Premier did everything possible to make
things difficult for the Prime Minister, and
in the belief that a Federal election was on
the horizon, the Treasurer no doubt received
his orders, and the defieit is nothing more nor
less than a pieece of political propaganda.

T listened with interest to the speech by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and I
congratulate him on it. He advocated the
vacation by the Commonwealth of eertain
fields of taxation in favour of the States and
although there may be a great deal of merif
in the suggestion and it will work well in
many States, I fear that in Queensland it will
be a case of ‘‘Lord help the people if it
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comes to that.”” TUnfortunately we have had
the unhappy experience in years gone by,
prior to the adoption of the uniform system
of taxation, that Queensland always was the
highest-taxed State in Australia and if we
revert to a system of taxation imposed by
the State we shall find ourselves in that posi-
tion again.

Perhaps I am wrong in saying that pro-
vision for the deficit is a piece of propa-
ganda. There may be other motives for it,
such as plain inefficiency for which the Gov-
ernment are renowned. Thiy inefficiency is
to be found in almost every move hy the
Government and was mnever so pronounced
as in the recent reallocation of sugar-mill
peaks throughout Queensland. Perhaps I am
wrong again in saying that it is due to
inefficiency. There may be a deeper and
more ulterior motive for this reallocation of
miil peaks but I leave that to hon. members
to decide. However, I take this opportunity
of protesting against the treatment meted
out to the cane-growers in Mackay and
district in the recent reallocation, treatment
meted out by the Government through their
agents, the Central Sugar Cane Prices
Board. I know that the Government have
lendeavoured to pass the buck by saying
that the decisions were those of the Central
Board and mnot of the Government them-
selves, but it is well known that all decisions
of the board in connection with matters sub-
mitted pursuant to Section 12A must be con-
firmed by the Governor in Council and that
was done in this case.

Mr. Collins: That is untrue.

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: The Premier
aunounced on 28 March that the Govern-
meut had approved of the report and the
recommendations of the Central Board and
took full responsibility for the recommenda-
tions contained therein. They must stand
condemned in the eyes of fair-minded people
for their partiality in handing out peaks to
one section of the industry at the expense
‘of the vemainder. 1 intend to prove the
hypocrisy of the CGovernment who have at
all times said that they stand for the work-
ing man and as helpers of the man on the
lower rungs of the ladder, as friends of the
farmers.

I go further and say that this so-called
TLabour Government are the greatest capitalist
party and the greatest Tory Party who have
ever oceupied the Treasury benches (Govern-
ment laughter and dissent.)  This is a Govern-
ment who nurgse monopolies and ecrawl to
vested interests. They should hang their
heads in shame. If some of the spirits of
the old Labour leaders were with us tonight
I guarantee they would be sitting on this
side of the Chamber. (Renewed inter-
jections). This hand-out to the monopolist
C.S.R. Company, in the recent redistribution
of peaks, at the expense of the co-operative
and semi-co-operative mills, must stand for
all time as a blot on this Government and a
blet that will not be wiped out easilvi I
know that all these statements will be
contradicted by speakers who will follow but
I intend to give facts and figures, which 1
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zm prepared to lay on the table of the House,
Liat will speak for themselves and cannot be
refuted.

In the Mackay district we have eight sugar
mills, five of which are co-operative, two
semi-co-operative, and one proprietary. Alto-
gether there are 2,114 suppliers in the area,
with an average assigned area of 69-4 acres
and an average peak in tons of sugar of
60-1 in 1929, 785 in 1939, 93-2 in 1949, an
average peak under the realloeation for 1950
of 1086 tons; and for 1953 it will work out
at 116.9 tons of sugar. As a comparison let
us take the four C.S.R. mills, namely,
Hambledon, Macknade, Goondi and Vietoria.
Altogether they have 775 suppliers possessing
an average assigned area of 832 acres, or on
an average of 13-8 acres more per grower than
growers in the Mackay distriet. The average
peak per grower in the C.S.R. mill areas in
tons of sugar works out as follows:—1929,
157-4 tons of sugar, against Mackay’s 60-1
tons; 1939, 1767 tons against Mackay’s 785
tons; 1949, 2072 tons against Mackay’s
93-2 tons and in 1950, 216-3 tons against
Mackay’s 1086 tons.

Some may say that past production in these
areas warrants this increase but I want to
point out that this is not so because if past
production is taken into consideration, as it
should be, it strengthens the Mackay case, or
the case for the Mackay mills.

Here, T will give you figures showing peak
and production for the period 1929 to 1938,
the period for which the 1929 peak operated.
Mackay Mills, average peak per grower 60.1
tons of sugar, average produetion per grower
66.6 tons of sugar or a surplus of 6.5 tons of
sugar per grower. The C.8.R. mills for
the  same period had a peak of 1574
average tonms per grower and their pro-

duction for the same period wag 154.4,
a loss of 3 tons of sugar per grower,
that is, 3 tons of sugar per grower

below the peak. Do mnot forget that for
almost the whole of this time there were
great restrictions in the industry. Export
sugar was selling as low as £7 1ls. 3d. a
ton. In fact, for the whole of the period
the highest price for export sugar was
£9 17s. a ton; and of course it could not be
produced for that figure.

Then we come to the mnext peak period.
In 1939 new peaks were introduced and
these operated until 1949. There again we
have a ten-vear period, from 1939 to 1048
inclusive. In this period the Mackay mills
had an average peak per grower of 78.5
tons of sugar, and produeced per grower
75.7 tons of sugar, showing an actual loss
of 2.8 tons of sugar per grower. The
(.8.R. growers in this same period had an
average peak of 176.7 tons of sugar and
their average production was 150.3 tons of
sugar, or 26.45 tons of sugar down on their
peak.” Most of these years were, of course,
war years, and the shortages of manpower,
materials, equipment and fertiliser played
a devastating part in production. The
Mackay distriet was possibly affected by
manpower shortages to'a greater extent than
elsewhere, as the percentage of emnlistment in
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the Mackay distriet was the highest in Aus-
eralia on a population basis. Notwithstand-
g that the district was almost able to pro-
duee its peak. This proves the advantage
of having this vast number of growers who
struggled along during the war years, the
wives of many cutting eane and the children
driving tractors, and who did a mighty job
with so many others in Australia over that
period in keeping up production

Then we come to 1949, when new peaks
were issued. The Mackay mills had an
average peak per grower of 93.2 tons of
sugar and the average production per
grower was 116.3 tons of sugar; approxi-
mately 23 toms of sugar over-produced per
grower. The C.S.R. mills for the same
period had an average peak per grower of
207.2 tons of sugar.

Their production for 1949 was 203.6 tons
of sugar; therefore, even in 1949 they could
not reach their peaks, As a matter of fact,
over this period of 21 wyears the Mackay
growers have produced 26.8 tons of sugar
over their peaks, whereas the C.S.R. mill
growers have produced on an average of 33
tons of sugar less than their peaks. Of
course, figures for the 1950 crop are not
available, but on estimate, if the whole of
the erop is harvested, which at the present
time appears to be very doubtful because of
the wet weather that has prevailed through-
out the year, it is problematical whether this
erop will be wholly taken off, but in any case
the erop will be much in excess of that of
1949. As a matter of faet, the 1950 peak
for the entire Mackay district has already
been exceeded by the distriet in 1939, 1948,
and 1949, TFour of the Mackay mills have
previously exceeded their 1950 peaks on at
least three occasions and three mills at least
twice, and the other mill has exceeded it
once. Going a shade further, I point out
that five Mackay mills have previously
produced their proposed 1953 peaks on
at least two occasions, and the remain-
ing three onece. Goondi mill has mnever
produced its 1939 peak, by almost 700 tons
of sugar. Hambledon has exceeded its 1949
peak onece, Macknade has exceeded its 1950
peak only on one oceasion—in 1949. Vietoria
mill has never yet reached its 1950 peak.

Is there any fair-minded person in this
Chamber who can give any justification what-
ever for this hand-out to the C.S.R. Com-
pany at the expense of the mills in the
Mackay distriet, and other districts too, for
that matter. I have not gone into the details
of other mill areas, but I understand that
diserimination in them is somewhat similar.
Some members of the Government may endea-
vour to rebut this statement by saying that
on the percentage basis, the Mackay mills
have fared very well to get these increases
from the 1949 to the 1950 peaks. That may
be so if one works on percentages one finds
that the Mackay mills as a whole got an
inerease of 16.4 per cent. and the C.8.R. mills
received 7.7 per eent.

Mr. Collins interjected.
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Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: Two wrongs do
not make a right. Their past produetion
warranted it and their 1949 peaks were too
low in any ecase, as I have proved by the
figures I have given.

What is the reason for this preferential
treatment for the C.8.R. Company? I can
only answer that anybody’s guess is as good
as mine. I do not suggest there has been
a big rake-off by some person or persons.

Mr.
then?

Collins: What are you suggesting

Mr., LLOYD ROBERTS: One could not
blame the ecane-growers if they got that
impression. Most of the co-operative mills,
as any person who knows anything about the
industry is aware, have been paying a bonus
from 5s. to 10s. a ton on cane produced.

If those co-operative mills can show this
profit, would not the C.S.R. mills show as
good a profit? Of course they would. Mr,
Forgan Smith, chairman of the Central Sugar
Cane Prices Board, attempted to provide an
excuse—but it was a lame one—when he said
there was not much room for further expand-
ing the sugar industry at Mackay and that
the land was not available. What utter rot!
The 2,114 cane-growers in the Mackay dis-
trict have a total assigned area of 146,905
acres and in answer to a questionnaire
forwarded to the Central Board at its request
these growers applied for an additional
92,040 acres. This area could have been put
into production almost straight away because
the majority of the people had sufficient
equipment and in addition to this, there were
others already in agricultural oceupations
throughout the district who asked for
increased or new peaks. This was particularly
evident through the Andergrove, Seaforth,
and Rise and Shine areas, in addition to the
other main growing areas throughout the
distriet.

I have purposely refrained from referring
to the 1953 peaks because I wanted to say
that the Mackay district has been badly
treated up to the present year’s peaks. When
one looks at the 1953 peaks the position is
very much worse. The Mackay mills made
application to the Central Board for 312,900
tons of sugar as a peak. This was not con-
sidered to be exeessive, seeing that they had
produced 237,370 tons in 1939, 236,284 tons
in 1948 and 245,881 tons in 1949, and that
all the mills had placed orders for thousands
and thousands of pounds’ worth of plant and
equipment to improve their mills and to step
up the erushing rate to enable them to handle
the increased crop. What did we find?
Instead of the 312,900 tons they requested,
they are to receive 247,200 in 1853. The
C.8.R. mills have made application for 213,040
tons of sugar when their highest previous pro-

-duction was 158,289 tons in 1948, 157,843

tons in 1949 and 149,452 tons in 1939, and
what did they receive? They got 212,000
tons virtually all they asked for. Of course,
we all know that there is a big piece of
ground to be opened up in the Abergowrie
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area and that the Vietoria mill will praectie-
ally duplicate its mill to handle approxi-
mately the 40,000 tons of sugar additional
peak that is being handed out to it. Of course,
Vietoria is a C.8.R. mill. Why was this
land singled out when there were hundreds
and hundreds of applications right through
the whole cane-growing area for increased
assignments or mnew assignments and
inereased peaks?  Again, all T can do is
say, ‘‘Why?’’ Your guess is as good as
mine. :

At the mill-peak appeals hearing held in

the Teachers’ DBuilding in Elizabeth Street,
Brist , at which there was a packed house,
the chairman of the Central Sugar Cane
Prices Board, Mr. Forgan Smith, said to

Mr, Livingston, of the Herbert River Cane-
Grower-’ Executive

““As you know, the qualification for
assigument is the title to the land, Owners
would lave to make application for their
individual assignment.’’

Speaking  further on  this Abergowrie
arca, Mr. Forgan Smith said, ‘‘We could
not give a blanket assignment for an area
of iaud suech as this.”” Those were Mr.
Forgan Smith’s words and they ere
evidently his opinion when he spoke them
on 27 February, 1950. However, on 28
March, exuetly £9 days later, the Premier
annonnced that the State Government had
approved the report and rccommendations
of the board. What happened during those
29 days to make Mr., Forgan Smith alter his
cpiniou? Again, your guess is as good as
mine. DBut the tragedy is that there are
too many of these cases and a section of
the canc-growers of Queensland are getting
the rough end of the pineapple whir: some-
body else is getting the juice.

With this sort of thing going on, I believe
that the Central Sugar Cane Prices Board
should either be done away with or be recon-
stituted. In ifs present form it is the great-
est example of Soeialism and dictatorship
that it is possible to find. Hundreds of
cane-growers  throughout Queensland - have
assignments of less than 15 acres, and this
dictatorship control has laid it down that
no inerease in peaks or assignments will be
given to growers with assignments of less
than 15 acres. Where is the justice in 1his?
Are they not the people who should be 1ooked
after more than anybody else? These small
pecple, who have been scrapping and battl-
ing for an existenee for many years, have
been thrown to the wolves, while larger
assignments and peaks have been given to the
bigger growers or to people with no assign-
ments at all. By what authority can this
board do such a thing? TIave these people
no redress whatsoever?  Hitler and Musso-
lini at their very worst could not have been
harder than this! These are the people who
could and would help to produce the export
target of 600,000 tons of sugar. This tar-
get will never be achieved under the present
set-up unless the people in the Mackay dis-
trict continue to over-produce, as they have
done in the past. They have been the main-
stay of the sugar industry and it is they

{24 OcroBER.]

Supply. 847

and the people in other mill areas who have
shown the green light that has wade the tar-
get of 600,000 tons even a possibility. But
this dictatorship is not helping. Price-con-
trol has been lifted trom all other proper-
tics, but has it been lifted on cane farms?
Of course it has not! The Central Sugar
Cane Prices Board lays down who will grow
cune, where they will grow it, what mill they
will send it to, what prices they shall be
aliovwed to receive if they sell their farms,
and who will he allowed to buy them.

Where is there any justice in that? Why
is this measure of control not applied to a
dairy farm, a froit farm, to any property at
all, if it is to be applied to a cane farm? Is
it fair that this measure of control should
apply only to cane farms? It is strange that
it should and it can be taken as a warning
by all primary producers that this dictator-
ship in control may be extended to other
industries. I cannot understand why the
sugar industry should have permitted it to
come about.

Take the case of a cane-farmer who wants
to sell his farm., It is only right that
ex-service men should get a priority in
obtaining a farm but why confine the exercise
of that right to the sugar industry? Why not
apply it to all farms? For some unknown
reason the sugar industry was selected for the
operation of such a principle. Today, the
cane-grower who wants to sell his farm must
publicly advertise the faet, giving all particu-
lars connected with it. The advertisement
rust appear in the paper for six weeks before
the farm can be sold to anybody other than
an ex-service man. That provision actually
defeats its purpose beeause there are many
people who rightly say that they will not dis-
close the price and other particulars in con-
nection with a property they desire to sell.
I know that in some cases a fictitious value
has been put on a farm and after the expi-
ration of the six-weeks period it was sold on
the black-market. If an ex-service man came
along in the meantime seeking to buy it he
would be told by the vendor that he
had changed his mind that he was
not going to sell. In other cases people
have taken others into partnership with them,
purely as a blind, because they are waiting
for the operation of that part of the Act to
cease. Quite a number of ex-service men
themselves are realising that in view of this
special provision the good farms are not
coming onto the market for sale and as quite
a number of ex-service men are now being
placed on cane farms they do not require
this speeial provision to be continued. As a
matter of faet, at a meeting of the Returned
Soldiers’ League in Mackay in 1949 a motion
was carricd to the effeet that the Central
Sugar Cane Prices Board be informed that
the ex-service men did not require this Aet to
be continued. Let me point out that in these
circumstances it is the vendor of the farm
who is in trouble because the eane may have
reached a certain period of growth. A meriod
of six weeks must elapse before he can sign
a contract of sale and after the purchaser
has signed he is notified by the representative
of the Central Board, in most cases the local
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C.P.S., that he must attend at a certain
place to answer questions in connection with
the purchase of the farm. Te is asked all
manner of questions and I am satisfied that
even the Gestapo could not do a better job
in this conmneetion than the Central Sugar
Cane Prices Board does. Then the property
must be valued and that amounts to con-
ziaderable expense, perhaps between £15 and
25.

It is not always convenient for a valuer to
go out perhaps 50 or 60 miles. Many of these
men have waited for two or three weeks. I
know many ex-service men who have bought
two or three farms and paid two or three
valuation fees because the board has knocked
the proposed sale back, as it believed the
price was too high. Then these ex-service
‘men have bought other farms and gone
through the same formalities again. I know
one of these men in the Mackay distriet who
had paid three valuation fees and finished up
without a farm but was lucky enough subse-
quently to draw a sugar block in the North.
It would not matter so much if the board
took notice of these valuations but it does
not. It really takes no notice of them what-
soever.

Mr. Walsh: Do not the growers’ and
millers’ representatives decide it?

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: Will anyone tell
me that anybody sitting on a board in Bris-
bane can tell the value of a farm? The
board instructs an approved valuer to go out
to the farm under offer. Would not that
approved valuer’s valuation be a better
measure of the value of the farm than that
of the board? Of course it would. I have
one or two valuations in my possession. Here
is an example of one. The cane farm was
bought by an ex-service man named Joe
Lamb. Tt had a 300-ton peak and Lamb was
buying it for £2,100. This valuer, Mr. Dray-
man, 1s one of Mackay’s approved valuers,
and it would not be an exaggeration to say
that he has valued at least 500 farms. The
total area of the farm was 111 acres. The
council valuation was £120, while the cultiva-
tion and assignment were valued at £800, the
equivalent of about £8 an acre. The total
value of the land was £920. The crop was
valued at £329 10s., fencing at £50, water
supply, including well, engine and a couple of
1,000 gallon tanks, at £162, four draft horses
£15 each, a pony £4 10s., improvements,
including a house insured for £800, £810,
and a wash-house and bathroom, £42 19s.
The total value of the improvements was
£1,003 and the plant and equipment £303.
One appreciates that he could not buy very
much plant at £303. This plant included =
Fordson traetor, which was sold later for
£86. The total valuation was £2,832 7s. It
was sold, as I said before, for £2,100, but
the Central Sugar Cane Prices Board knocked
the sale back as the price was too high.
Then, after a lot of muecking about, it agreed
to pass the sale at £2,000. Do you think
the board would be sufficiently good enough
judges within £100 when it had already
authorised the farm to he valued by an
approved valuer? This just illustrates its
inconsistency.
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I could bring evidence of dozens of cases
like this. Here is ome that is perhaps in
reverse and indicates how entirely incon-
sistent the board is. You eannot pin it down
on any matter of valuation. As a matter of
faet, it will start talking to you about £6 10s.
or £7 a ton of peak, plus the value of the
crop. That is absolutely ridiculous, because
you could have two farms, one alongside the
other, with perhaps identical ground, but
the improvements may be entirely different,
yet the board is going to try and work it out
on the same basis.

Mr. Aikens: One might have a big home
and the other a humpy.

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: Quite correct.
I will quote you something that is an absolute
disgrace. A farm was recently sold at
Baker’s Creek, 7 miles from Mackay, with
a bitumen road leading to it, for £12,000.
That was in February, 1946. It had an
assigned area of 185 aeres and a peak of
171 tons of sugar, which is near enough to
1,200 tons of cane, The sale of this
farm was carried out by a very reputable
firm, Henry L. Black, of Mackay, who have
been established since 1881. The valuation
of the property included—

£ s d.
Land .. .. L1138 5 ¢
Clearing and Assignment 5,700 0 0
Crop .. .. .. 1,639 0 O
Citrus Trees - .. 12 0 ¢
Fenecing .. . .. 245 0 O
Livestock 420 0 0O
Buildings, &e. 2,389 15 ¢

I might mention there were three houses on
this property.

£ s. d.

Plant and Equipment 1,075 19 0
Water Supply 272 12 0
Portable Tramline 200 0 O
Total ..£12,992 11 O

That was sent down to the Central Board at
£12,000 and it was knocked back because the
price was too high.

Mr. Evans: Was a soldier buying it?

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: I do not think
s0. I do not know whether he was a soldier
or not. On a figure of £12,000, with a 1,200-
ton peak, it virtually worked out at about
£10 a ton of peak; and there was a bitumen
road to it. That is not the end of the story,
because in January, 1949 another firm of
commission agents sold it for £14,500, and
in-between times one of the houses had been
moved off the property, so instead of having
three houses there it had then two houses.

Mr. Alkens: The same farm peak?

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: The same farm
peak entirely.

Mr., Walsh: The same crop?
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Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: The crop in
1946 was 2,235 tons, and I understand the
c¢rop in 1949 was not as high. On this
oceasion the board that knocked it back at
£12,000 three years earlier passed it at
£14,500 with a house taken off the property.
What have hon. members to say about that
inconsistency ¢

The hon. member for Mourilyan in his
maiden speech in this Chamber made refer-
ence to sugar land as being sold at £300 an
acre. Later he made another reference to
the same thing. Of course it was a ridicu-
lously misleading and dangerous statement to
make. When people in the South read of this
sort of thing it looks ridiculous. In all fair-
ness, if the farmer sold at this figure or any-
where near it he should have made it per-
feetly clear and been perfeectly frank, when
he said at so much an acre, that it ineluded
all improvements. He should have made it
plain that it ineluded tractors, trucks, cars
and everything on it. But he did not say
that. I doubt seriously whether any land in
any sugar area is bringing anywhere near
that figure.

I have referred to a property whose price
in the first instance was considered excessive
by the Central Board and later was passed
at a higher figure. This property is only
seven miles out of Mackay, connected with a
bitumen road. It eould be said it was in a
Mackay suburb. This farm was submitted
at a valuation of £12,000, There were 185
acres of assignment. I do not know the full
area of the property but it is about 300 to
400 acres. It was sold at £12,000, including
all improvements, such as these three houses
and every bit of plant, and including the
erops it worked out at £65 an acre. If an
hon. member wishes to compare the figures for
the land itself, the land is put at £1,138.

Mr, Aikens: You mean £65 an assigned
acre?

Mr., LLOYD ROBERTS: That is what it
works out at. Taking the land at £1,138 and
allowing another £5,700 for clearing, cultiva-
tion and assignment the land alone works out
per assigned aere at £37.

Mr. Aikens: It might be swamp country.

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: It is not. Now
let us take the other valuation, at Gargett
with a 300 ton peak. Altogether there are
111 aeres. The whole of this property, inelud-
ing the house at £800 and every bit of plant
and equipment, was submitted at £2,100. That
works out at £19 an acre.

I will now give the committee another
valuation. This is a large property, with a
total area of 199 acres, 92 of which are
assigned, sitnated in the Mia Mia area. The
council valuation of the land was £700. The
total for clearing, cultivation, assignment—
24 acres of rich creek flats at £22 an acre—
was £528.

There were 23 acres of good forest land
at £20 an acre, making a total of £460, 38
acres of second-class forest land at £15 an
acre, making a total of £570. There was a
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total of £1,558 for clearing, cultivation,
assignment, &c., and any man who knows
anything about land will know that the
grubbing and clearing of this land ecould
certainly not have been done cheaper. The
highest price of the land is £22 an aere and
the lowest £15 an acre and if you take the
£701 ecouneil valuation plus the clearing,
grubbing and assignment, &e., you get a
total of £2,259, which on 199 acres works
out at an average of £11 an aecre. And if
you go further and take the whole of the
equipment with it, and on this one there is
a crop valued at £2,684 5s. and fencing at
£25, a water supply at £114 and an orchard
at £40 10s., and a dwelling house

Mr. Jesson: Has somebody gone broke?

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: Nobody has gone
broke. This property bas been handed down
from father fo mother and son and the son
ig on it at the present time. I was saying
that the dwelling house was valued at £916.

A Government Member interjected.

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: I can only tell
the hon. member these things; I cannot give
him the brains to understand them. The
total valuation was £8,599 6s. which means
that taking the whole lot, including the
furniture in the home, the whole property
worked out at €43 anh acre.

Mr. Aikens: Per assigned acre?

Mr., LLOYD ROBERTS: Not per
assigned acre. That value would be about
£86.

Mr, Byrpe: What is the average pro-
duetion?

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS: I can give the
hon. member that, too. It was a place with
a peak of 124 toms of sugar—mnear enough
to 858 tons. In 1937 it produced 1,217 tons,
in 1938 1,287 tomns, in 1939 1,432 tons, in
1940 1,470 toms, in 1941 1,015, in 1942 981
tons, in 1943 839 tons, in 1944 879 tons, in
1945 670 toms, in 1946 935 toms, in 1947
643 tons, and in 1948 1,060 tons. In other
words, there was an average production of
1,044 tons over 12 years. The Central Sugar
Cane Prieces Board approved of the sale.

To summarise the whole position, I think
it is time that this Government appointed a
commission to inquire into the activities of
the Central Sugar Cane Prices Board and
this reallocation of peaks.

A Governmen{ Member: And the co-

operative mills?

Mr., LLOYD ROBERTS: The hon. mem-
ber need mot worry about them, because I
am satisfled every co-operative mill would
welcome the inquiry.

A commission should be appointed to
inquire into this matter and into the reallo-
cation of peaks; mnot a white-washing com-
mission, which is the usual set-up, but a
commission that will go into this matter and
decide why these people with assignments of
perhaps 10, 12 or 14 acres are not entitled
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to inereases in their peaks. To tell you the
truth, my own candid opinion is that the
Central Board intended to lift these small
growers up, but after giving this big hand-
out to the C.S.R. Company it discovered
that there was not enough left to distribute
all round. It fell down on the job and
some poor fool had to get the axe. It looks
as if the poor little fellow with an assign-
ment of less than 15 aeres was the one to
get the axe. That is a crying shame and
this Government must take full responsi-
bility for it, because the Central Board is
their set-up. As I said before, the Govern-
ment are entirely responsible, as the
board’s decisions must be confirmed by the

Governor in  Couneil, particularly those
under Section 12A of the Act.
Mr., J. R. TAYLOR (Balonne) (9.16

pm.): I should like to add my congratu-
Jations to the Treasurer for the excellent
Budget that he has brought down. From
listening to the Opposition, ome would think
that it was a disastrous Budget, but I believe
that as time goes on it will prove quite
satisfactory to all concerned. When we take
into  consideration  the  difficult  times
through which we are passing, it would
appear that Opposition members are speak-
ing with their tongues in their cheeks when
they condemn the Finaneial Statement. I
have been listening to members of the
Opposition for many years, and T have come
tc the conelusion that they all come here
with the full intention of being ¢‘knockers.’’

Mr. Sparkes: Why be nasty?
The CHAIRMANX: Order!

Mr. J. R. TAYLOR: By that I mean
that they come here with the express inten-
tion of pulling the Government to pieces on
every occasion

Mr. Sparkes: Every time you come in
here you want to be nasty.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. J. R. TAYLOR: When I look round
this Chamber and consider the financial
position of hon. members opposite, it would
appear that Quecnsland has been very good
to them and I do mot think they have any
reason for squealing. Many of them came to
Quecnsland broke hut today they are very
wealthy. To me, that is proof that we have
here a good, sound Government. My friend
on the left mentioned the hon. member for
Aubigny. We all know that he came to
Queensland broke—the rabbits in New South
Wales sent him broke—vet he is one of the
wealthiest men in Queensland today. That
is not a bad advertisement for Queensland.

You can earry your swag into Qucens-
land

Mr. Aikens: And drive a Rolls Royce
out!

Mr. J. R. TAYLOR: You can drive not
only a Rolls Royce, but quite a few motor-
cars. That is proof that Queensland is an
excellent State. Such a thing is not pecu-
liar to one member of the Opposition, but
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has happened in many instances. The col-
lective  wealth of  Opposition members
today would amount to many hundreds of
thousands of pounds, probably millions.
(Opposition laughter). Although they have
done well in Queensland, they have not a
good word to say for Queensland or its
Government.

The Queensland Labour Government have
been in power for a number of years and with
the exception of the period 1929-32, everyone
has done pretty well.

Mr. Sparkes interjected.
The CHAIRMAXN: Order!

Mr. J. R, TAYLOR: I am not going to
deal with those years; they are years that I
want to forget.

Mr. Sparkes interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. J. R. TAYLOR: During those years
I carried my swag and could not get a job
in Queensland. I wanted to work.

Mr. Sparkes interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. J. R. TAYLOR: I was regarded as
a good shearer.

Mr. Sparkes interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I want to
warn hon. members that if an hon. member
interjects again while another member ig
speaking I shall name him.

Mr. §. B. TAYLOR: I carried my swag
from outside Sydney almost to Julia Creek
and could not get a job during 1929-32.

Mr. Sparkes interjected.

NAMING OF MEMBER.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I name the
hon. member for Aubigny for disregarding
the authority of the Chair.

The House resumed,

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Speaker, I have
to report that I have named the hon. member
for Aubigny for disregarding the authority
of the Chair.

Hon. E. M. HANLOXN (Ithaca—Premier)
(9.22 pm.): I hope the hon. member for
Aubigny will regret his continual interfer-
ence and repeated disregard of the authority
of the Chair when there have been requests
for order. I know that frequently he
endeavours to be facetious. Still, I hope that
he will make amends for his conduet.

Mr., SPARIKES (Aubigny) (9.23 pm.):
What does Mr. Speaker want me to do?

Mr. SPEAKER: Apologise for disregard-
ing the authority of the Chair.

Mz, SPARKES: I apologise for it.
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COMMITTEE—FINANCIAL STATEMENT—
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Farrell,
Maryborough, in the chair.)

Debate resumed from 24 Oectober see
page 850y on Mr. Gair’s motion—

‘‘That there be granted to His Majesty
for the service of the year 1950-51 a sum
not exceeding £643 to defray the salary of
the Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency the
Governor.”’’

Mr. J. R. TAYLOR:
regarded Queensland as being a very good
State. I had said that I carried my swag
from Sydney to Julia Creek during the period
1929-32 when the Moore Government were in
power. We do not want to go back to those
days and despite what hon. members opposite
may say, the people of Queensland are satisfied
with the Labour Government. If they are
not satisfled with the way in which they are
governed they are not obliged to remain here.
Whenever I have had the opportunity of
addressing a meeting of shearers, drovers,
road workers or other people and I have come
in contaet with a Communist I have tendered
the same advice to him—that if he is not
satisfied with the government of Australia he
is not obliged to remain in the country. And
I now extend the same advice to hon. mem-
bers opposite if they are sincere in their
belief that Queensland is a bad State, that it
is not being governed properly although they
have done pretty well here, then let them get
out too.

‘We hear from time to time in this Chamber
quite a lot about the Communists and the
Labour Party. On the last occasion on
which I spoke I declared myself, and I
believe every member of my party did also,
as to my afttitude against the Communists.
T mentioned on that occasion that there were
men in this Chamber tonight who have gome
out into the highways and byways, not only
of Queensland but other parts of the Com-
monwealth and fought the Communists. I
agsk any member of the Opposition to stand
up in his place in this Chamber and tell us
what he has done to fight the Communists.
I have not seen anybody standing up. As I
have said, we have members on this side of
the House who have gone onto the jobs
wherever they may be and fought the Com-
munists, not only verbally but knuckled up
to them out on the grass. I have vet to
hear any member of the Opposition who is
anxious to link us with the Communists say
he has done that. My friends the hon.
member for Barcoo, the Secretary for Public
Instruction, the Seeretary for Labour and
Industry, the hon. member for Warrego, the
hon. member for Bundaberg, and the hon.
menther for Windsor have gone out and
fought the Communists, but I do not know
of any occasion on which any member of
the Opposition has gone out and taken them
on. 1 am going to say, too, that no-one ean
class me as being quarrelsome. I prefer
sidestepping an argument or a brawl. I
have not shown that I am quarrelsome, but
I am going to issue a challenge to any mem-

I had said that I
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ber of the Opposition, particularly those who
interject and especially the hon. member for
Chermside, that if at any time they are
prepared fo go out and fight the Communists
I am prepared to go with them.

Mr. Dewar: Give Menzies a go.

Mr. J. R. TAYLOR: If the hon. member
cares to go wherever the Communists are
congregated, I will go with. him. He can-
not sidestep that. Let him hold a meeting
with the hon. member for Kedron and 1
will go with them.

Mr. Dewar: Then you would be with us
at the double dissolution.

Mr. J. R. TAYLOR: I shall be with the
hon. member when he goes out and holds his
meeting with the Communists. I have heard
the hon. member interject about the Com-
munists; in fact, I have heard a lot of inter-
jections about the Communists. As 1 have
said, I am not quarrelsome and I would
rather sidestep an argument than engage in
one, but if the hon. member for Chermside
will go out to where the Communists con-
gregate I will go with him. If he wants
to go out to the waterfront I will go with
him. We will see then who is game to stand
up to the Communists and who is not. I
am sure that every member of my party
will be prepared to go with him.

At different times I have heard a great
deal said about the development of the
North. The North needs to be developed.
T have lived a good deal of my life in the
North, as a few years ago I shore right
through the North. The North never
appeared to me to be such a bad place as
they would have us believe. While the
North, from the angle of defence, needs
some strengthening, I cannot agree that it
is the terrible place that they would have us
believe. I believe this Government are doing
everything possible, without any aid from
the Federal Government, to make the North
safer than it is at present. I do mot think
there is any doubt at all that the Premier
was promised support from the Federal
Government for his Burdekin scheme. A
definite assurance was given to him and it
looks mow as though this State would have
to earry on and build the dam l.tself.. I am
quite satisfled that this State will build the
Burdekin dam, which will be of great
benefit to the northern part of Queensland.

When I sit and listen to statements by
hon. members opposite about the North and
what they say has happened, I wonder
whether they ever gave any ’ghought to the
West. There is no argument, in my Opimon,
but that the West is the backbone of Queens-
land. I would say that the inland areas of
the States are the backbone of those States,
because it is in those areas that the wealth
is produced and it is from them that the
city derives its living. You will find, if you
take figures over a period of years, that when
the inland areas of this State are flourish-
ing the cities are flourishing likewise, and
when the people in the inland are having ‘‘a
bad trot’’ it is reflected in the eities.

Mr. Aikens: The ports live on their back
country.
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Mr. J. B. TAYLOR: 1 agree with that.
T believe that the wealth is produced there
and that the coast areas live on the inland
areas. As I pointed out, if the inland areas
are flourishing the cities also are having a
prosperous tine.

I am not going to agree that this Govern-
ment have not been sympathetic with the
inland areas or the sghire councils in the
inland areas of this State. I told the
Chamber on a previous occasion how this
Government have given money to the shires
by way of loans and subsidies and the shires
have mnot been able to spend it. That has
not happened in only one or two shires; it
has happened in many. I do not think any-
body can fairly accuse the Government of
being miserly with the shires in the inland
areas. Some would argue that with man-
power and machinery shortages they cannot
spend the money. I agree. [ know that to
be correct and so do members of the Opposi-
, tion, but they are not game enough to admit

it. But I cannot agree that the inland areas
or the shire councils in the inland areas have
not been reasonably treated by the Govern-
ment. In my own electorate—and I do not
want to flog it; I have told the Chamber
about it before—I know of the monev that
has been spent. I know that in St. George
the Government are building perhaps one of
the best weirs in Queensland, with an over-
head bridge. We have been unlucky on
account of the heavy floods for 12 months,
but now it is getting towards completion.
The weir will back up the water for about
11 miles. I could continue to enumerate
what the Government have done in the inland
shires. Hon. members opposite who criticise
the Government for niggardliness and
miserly treatment of local authorities do mot
speak the truth,

I suppose my mnext submission to the
Committee will draw howls of lament from
members of the Opposition. However, that
will not prevent me from putting forward
my proposition. It is time the Government
considered rentals for Crown lands. In the
eircumstances this would be only right. A
chairman of a shire, when commenting on
a proposal to put shire rates up, said that
local-authority rates are today only a little
bit higher than they were when graziers
were getting 1s. and 1s. 3d. a pound for
wool. Today they are getting 10s. a pound.
As T have contended, it is time the Govern-
ment considered the remtals for Crown land.
Today prices for primary produets have
reached an all-time record. Probably such
prieces will never be heard of again in our
lives. I knew the hon. member for Aubigny
would not be in favour of my suggestion.
Today these primary producers are getting
10 times as much for the wool as they got
a few vears ago but they pay only the same
rentals and local-authority rates as they did.
If they were fair they would be prepared
to pay 10 times the amount of rental they
pay now. Of course, they would not do
that.

¥r. Brown:
sliding secale.

Mr. J. R. TAYLOR: Yes.
were going down the

The rent should be on a

‘When prices
rentals  would De
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Supply.

reduced and when prices were increasing the
rents would inerease. The Government are
entitled to a share in the prosperity of the
industry. Today they are mnot getting it.
I have not been in this Parliament so very
long but during that time I have had to
go to the Premier on two oceasions to ask
for relief for starving stock and for dairy-
men. When they are in trouble they want
Government aid but when prices are inereas-
ing they would not have the Government
enjoy any of their prosperity. There should
be some system by which rentals inereased
during periods of prosperity such as the
State is now enjoying. This will have to be
domne. The chairman of the shire council to
which I refer, in the discussion I had with
him, said that the graziers were squealing
because of the increase in council rates. He
pointed out that the rates should be inereased
as things had inereased in price and the
council had to pav ever so much more to
meet its commitments than two or three
years ago.

He said that if we put up the rates we
should be the worst in the world but they
are getting ten times as mueh for their
produet today as they got before. We never
thought that we should live to see the day
when wool would reach its present level and
we mnever thought we should see the day
when shearing would be at the price at which
it is today. )

Mr. Sparkes: What is worrying you?

Mr, J. R. TAYLOR: I should certainly
make more money if I were back shearing
than here.

Mr, Sparkes: What are you moaning
about?

Mr, J. B. TAYLOR: I am well satisfied.
T am doing all right and I do mnot_think
anybody is doing better than I am, I have
no fault to find with the Labour Govern-
ment. The hon. member is doing better
than I am doing and I am doing all right.
The hon. member never thought he would
see bullocks at £40 and wool to over 200d.
a 1b.

My, Sparkes: I am not moaning.

Mr., J. R. TAYLOR: And I am not moan-
ing. The hon. member is moaning about
the Government all the time and saying
nothing is right about the Government. i
believe it is necessary that this Government,
in any other direction where the producer
is getting a benefit, should get a share of
the money. We have heard squeals and
wailg from the Opposition about the Govern-
ment and what the Government have been
doing but when we look round we see that
hon. members opposite are doing all right
and they are not going without. They are
doing all right for themselves and T really
think they are only trying to ‘kmoek’’
Queensland. I believe that on the presenta-
tion of the next Finaneial Statement e
shall find that all the things they have said
about the Government will have been proved
false and the next Financial Statement will
be a better one than that now hefore us.

Progress reported.
The Hounse adjourned at 9.45 p.m.





