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52 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

TUESDAY. 15 AUGUST. 1950. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Brassington, 
Fortitude Valley) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

MEMBER SWORN. 

MR. J. A. HEADING. 

Mr. James Alfred Heading, having taken 
the oath of allegiance and subscribed the 
roll, took his seat as member for the elect0ral 
district of Marodian. 

CIRCULATION AND COST 01<, 
''HANSARD.'' 

Mr. SPEAKER laid on the table the report 
of the Chief Reporter, State ReportiNg' 
Bureau, on the circulation and cost of 
"Hansard" for the session of 1948-49. 

QUESTIONS. 

LAIDLEY RAILWAY STATION. 

Mr. CHALK (Lockyer) asked the 
Minister for Transport-

'' 1. What was the date of erection of 
the galvanised-iron structure at Laidley 
known as the present railway station~ 

'' 2. What was the date of selection of 
a new railway station site, and what work 
has been carried out thereon ~ 

"3. What maintenance work has been 
carried out and the cost of same in relation 
to the present railway station over the past 
twenty years~ " 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

'' 1, 2, and 3. The records available do 
not disclose the information requested by 
the hon. member, except for the fact· that 
a site for a new railway station was selected 
in 1911 and passenger platform accommoda­
tion subsequently provide.d 334 feet in 
length on the up line and 405 feet long 
on the down line, as well as certain con­
crete foundations. I am sorry t·hat the 
information is not recorded in a form to 
satisfy the hon. member, and I am also 
sorry to have to say that, although the hon. 
member travelled through Laidle.y almost 
every week for more than three years, 
the.re is no record on our departmental 
:file of any representations having been 
submitted by him in regard to the build­
ing of a station to supersede what he 
describes as 'a galvanised iron structure .. ' 
Therefore, I can only assume that 
parochialism rather than the qualities of 
statesmanship motivated the hon. member, 
as it will be se.en that his new found 
interest in the Laidley station coincides 
with the fact that Laidley is now .an 
important centre in his new electorate.'' 

LAND TAX EXEMPTION. 

Mr. NICKLIN (Landsborough-Leader 
of the Opposition) asked the Premier-

'' In view of the present inflationary con­
dition of values and prices, including land 
valuations, will he give favourable con­
sideration to an increase in the exemptions 
under the Land Tax Acts corresponding to 
the increases in land values since such 
exemptions were last determined~'' 

Hon. E. M. HANLON (Ithaca) replied-
" Since 30 June, 1940, unimproved values 

of land for land tax purposes have been 
pegged at values existing on that date .. 
Consequently any variation in value from 
any cause whatsoever does not affect the 
value of land for land tax purposes. A 
further benefit has been granted by the 
suspension of undeveloped land tax since 
1943. However, in the event of values for 
land tax purposes being unpegged the 
matte.r of .amending the present exemp­
tions will be considered. ' ' 

WAGE INCREASES TO GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES. 

Mr. NICKLIN (Landsborough-Leader 
of the Opposition) asked the Premier-

'' 1. With what unions did the govern­
ment agree during the period of the State 
elections campaign to wage and/or salary 
increases to their members~ 

'' 2. What was the total cost per annum, 
respectively, of such increases f'' 
Hon. E. JU. HANLON (Ithaca) replied-

,' 1. The Teachers' Union claim for 
in~reased salaries and improved working 
conditions following a direction by the 
Industrial Court was dealt with in confer­
ence, and was in fact completed a month 
before the issue of the writs for the 
recent State election. The Queensland 
Police Union lodged a claim in the 
Industrial Court on 8 February, 1950, and 
immediately sought a conference with the 
representatives of the Government. 
Conferences commenced on 22 March and 
complete agree.ment was rea0hed in res­
pect of salaries and grading of the Police 
Force on 28 March, 1950. It is signifi­
cant that the matters agreed to in confer­
ence on 28 March, 1950, were. those 
advocated in the second portion of the 
Joint Country and Liberal Parties policy 
speech delivered by the Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition on 3 April, 1950. The 
Queensland Government Professional 
Officers' Association and the Que.ensla.nd 
State Service Unions lodged ~laims in the 
Industrial Court in June and July, 1949 
respectively. The Industrial Court there: 
upon de.termined certain principles and in 
October 1949, directe.d the parties to confer 
on t·he remainder of the claims. Confer­
ences commence.d on 2 November, 1949, 
and were suspended by common ~onsent 
during the Christmas-New Year period. 
After the resumption of the conferences 
the Queensland State Service Union, whieh 
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was suppmted by all dther unions, 
lodged a further claim on 17 March, 1950, 
and again the State Industrial Court 
orde.red the parties into conference. Pro­
gressive agreements were reached at 
various stages of the conferences which 
were finally completed during the currency 
of the elections campaign. 'rhe Queens­
land Government and the unions concerned 
have always firmly adhered to the prin­
~iple of arbitration. Surely the Hon. the 
Leader of the Opposition does not suggest 
that the operations of the Industrial Court 
should be suspended whenever a Federal 
or State by-election takes place in 
Queensland. I can assu~·e the hon. 
gentleman that the present Government 
will continue to maintain the freedom of 
the State Industrial Court and the right 
of unions to approach it at any time. 

'' 2. Union affecte.d: Queensland State 
Service Union, Queensland Government 
Professional Officers' Association, and 
Association of Architects, Engineers, Sur­
veyors, and Draftsmen, including the. 1949 
claims lodged by such unions; cost per 
annum, £251,500. Union affected: 
Stipendiary Magistrates and Wardens' 
Association; cost per annum, £3,100. 
Union affected: Institute of Inspectors of 
Schools; cost pe.r annum, £1,200.'' 

FREIGHT ON INDUSTRIAL MACHINERY TO 
BOWEN. 

Mr. COBURN (Burdekin) asked the 
Minister for Transport-

'' 1. Is it a fact that Mr. M. E. Mack, a 
prominent Melbourne industrialist who has 
commenced the erection of a factory in 
Bowen for the manufacture of basic 
materials from non-metallic substances. 
that are present in abundance in the Bowen 
district, was charged the amount of £703 
as freight for the carriage by rail, from 
Brisbane to Bowen, of a rotary furnace 
weighing 22 tons~ 

'' 2. If so, will he give consideration, 
with the object of encouraging desirable 
decentralisation and dispersal of population, 
especially in the vulnerable Northern 
portion of our State, to a reduction of 
such freight, charge. from £703 to approxi­
mately £120 ~" 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
rcpliec1-

' '1. and 2. Prior to the Honourable 
Member's submitting this question in the 
House, I despatched the following letter 
to Mr. M. E. Mack:-

'Reference is made to the statement 
attributed to you which appeared in ''The 
Courier-Mail'' a day or two ago relative to 
the freight charges imposed for the trans­
port of a rotary furnace from Brisbane to 
Bowen. I wish to assure you that the 
Queensland Government is most anxious to 
assist in the establishment and development 
of industries in Queensland and is pre­
pared at all times, through the various 
State instrumentalities, to co-operate in 

every reasonable way to achieve this 
objective. In the circumstances, it is 
regrettable that before you engaged in 
criticism of the Railway Department you 
did not endeavour to have the position 
clarified by direct contact with a responsible 
officer of the Railway Department. The 
application of the freight rate to which you 
have taken such strong exception was due 
solely to the inadequate description given 
when the material was consigned. The 
consignment was not sufficiently described 
on the consignment note to indicate that 
the various packages were all parts of a 
machine, viz., a rotary furnace. I am 
attaching for your information a copy of 
the consignment note tendered. In the 
circumstances, there was no option but to 
charge the highest rate prescribed in the 
Goods By-law. However, an amplified 
description of the consignment since has 
been obtained and a certificate lodged to 
the effect that it consisted of machinery 
which had been in use not less than five 
years. Had these details been available at 
the time, the charges levied would have 
amounted to only £339 2s. 10d., and in 
the circumstances action will be taken to 
make an adjustment of the freight charges 
accordingly. I might mention that, of the 
amount of £703 16s. 9d. which you quoted 
in your remarks, it should have been 
pointed out that £59 2s. lld. represented 
shipping agent's charges to be collected by 
this Department and £1 9s. Sd. commission 
for the collection of these charges. If in 
the future you have similar consignments 
to forward by rail it is suggested that you 
should first arrange for an ample descrip­
tion of the consignment to be given on the 
consignment note, and, if necessary, to 
contact a responsible officer of the Railway 
Department who will be only too happy to 
advise you regarding freight matters, and 
thus avoid the position which developed on 
this occasion. ' 

' 'I think the foregoing indicates that, 
without fuss or prompting, positive action 
was taken by me and officers of the Rail­
way Department to give effect to the Gov­
ernment's policy of encouraging secondary 
industry and promoting greater decentral­
isation by immediately contacting the 
gentleman concerned and effecting a satis­
factory adjustment. Such action is in 
marked contrast to that of the Honourable 
Member, who, like so many OJ3position 
Members, seems to derive more satisfaction 
from attempts to embarass the Government, 
although as in this case, the attempts are 
invariably abortive.'' 

LAND TAX REVENUE. 

"illr. LOW (Cooroora) asked the 
Treasurer-

" What was the amount of collections 
under the Land Tax Acts in 1949-1950 ~" 

Hon. V. C. GAIR (South Brisbane) 
replied-

'' £368,335 9s.'' 
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REPORT OF QUEENSLAND-BRITISH FOOD 
CoRPORATION. 

Mr. HILEY (Coorparoo) asked the 
Premier-

" When does he expect to be able to 
table the report of the Queensland-British 
Food Corporation for the year ended 
31 March, 1950 ~ '' 

Hon. E. M. HANLON (Ithaca) replied­
'' The report is now in the hands of the 

printer." 

LEVEL CROSSINGS, DAYBORO' RAILWAY. 

llr. MORRIS (Mt. Coot-tha) asked the 
Minister for Transport-

"With regard to level crossings on the 
Ferny Grove train line from Alderley out­
wards, most of which constitute a regular 
source of danger to road users-

'' 1. Will he investigate the pos~ibility 
of installing large 'danger' warning 
lights which would automatically be 
illuminated when trains approach these 
crossings at night-time~ 

"'2- If this is found to be imprac­
ticable, will he arrange to have some 
other device installed whereby these 
crossings may become less dangerous, 
particularly during the hours of dark­
ness~'' 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

" 1 and 2. The provision of electric 
devices and signs operated by the passing 
of trains is not favoured if their use can 
be avoided for the reason that road use.rs 
develop the habit of relying solely upon 
the operation of the devices and become 
less vigilant in the. exercise of care. 
Should the devices fail to operate the 
danger is thus inc:reased and any failure 
is not easily detected from the railway 
line be.cause the. devices face road traffic 
and not railway traffic. The protection 
of these level crossings is a matter which 
is receiving consideration in connection 
with the electrification of the. Brisbane 
suburban railw~ys·. '' 

RESIGNATIONS AND INTAKE OF TEACHERS. 

Mr. MORRIS (Mt. Coot-tha) asked the 
Secretary for Public Instruction-

'' Excluding in every case the emergency 
measure described as 'student teachers'-

'' 1. How many teachers resigned 
from or left the teaching service (a) in 
1949; (b) from 1 January to 1 August, 
1950f 

'' 2. What was the total intake of 
teachers from all sources, other than from 
emergency student teachers, (a) in 
1949; (b) from 1 January to 1 August, 
1950~" 

Hon. G. H. DEVRIES 
replied-

" I. (a) 444; (b) 288. 
"2. (a) 532; (b) 515." 

(Gregory) 

ELECTRIC LIGHTING OF SCHOOLS. 

lUr. MORRIS (Mt. Coot-tha) asked the 
Secretary for Public Instruction-

' 'Do the Government accept the full (or 
any) financial liability for installing 
electric light into schools when such schools 
are within electricity reticulation areas~'' 

Hon. G. H. DEVRIES (Gregory) 
replied-

'' The Government a<Ocepts full financial 
responsibility for installing electric light 
into a school building whe.re supply is 
available and when the installation of 
artificial lighting is essential to carry out 
any instructional purpose in connection 
wit·h the school conce.rned. '' 

RAILWAY EXPENDITURE, 1949-50. 

}lr. KERR (Sherwood) asked the 
Treasurer-

"\Vhat was the total amount of expendi­
ture on Railway account for the year ended 
30 June, 1950~" 

Hon. V. C. GAIR (South Brisbane) 
replied-

' 'Consolidated Revenue Fund, £15,468,496 
4s. 5d.; Trust .and Special Funds: Post­
war R.econstruction and Development 
Fund, £802,900; Loan Fund, £2,134,871 
19s. 10d.'' 

APPEAL BOARDS, TEACHING SERVICE. 

Mr. LOW (Cooroora), for lUr. PIZZEY 
( Isis), asked the Secretary for Public 
Instruction-

'' 1. When were appeal boards to con­
sider appeals against promotions first 
instituted for the teaching services~ 

'' 2. How many appeals by male teachers 
have been considered by such boards to 
date~ 

'' 3. In how many cases, if any, have such 
appeals been upheld f 

'' 4. If any appeals were so upheld, in 
how many cases has the Governor in Council 
confirmed decisions of appeal boards f'' 

Hon. G. H. DEVRIES 
replied-

(Gregory) 

'' 1. The Public Servi;oe Acts Amend­
ment Act of 1920 made provision for the 
constitution of appeal boards for the 
purpose of hearing appeals by officers of 
the Public Service (including the Teaching 
Se;rvice) who are ag'grieved or rega.rd 
themselves as de.trimentally affected by 
any decisions made or action taken by the 
Commissioner. 

'' 2. Fifty-five. 
''3. Two. 

''4. Two.'' 
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OPENING OF LEYBURN AERODROME. 

Mr. SP ARKES (Aubigny), for Mr. EW AN 
(Roma), asked the Premier-

'' As fodder for stock marooned by floods 
in Queensland is being flown from Tarn­
worth in New South Wales, will he take 
steps to have the aerodrome at Leyburn 
open for such flights and thus for the use 
of fodder produced in this State for such 
purpose~'' 

Hon. E. M. HANLON (Ithaca) replied-
"Inquiries I have made indicate that 

the site of the former Leyburn aerodrome. 
is no longer under Commonwealth control 
but has been handed back by the Common­
wealth Government to the. owners. I am 
informed, however, that in a case of 
extreme emergency the airfield could be 
made available at short notice and put in 
serviceable condition. As local airline 
operators were able to successfully under­
take fodder lifts from Brisbane during 
the receJlt floods in South-western Queens­
land it is doubtful whether they would be 
interested in setting up a separate ground 

organisation at Leyburn which would, of 
course, be necessary, if a base were to be 
established in that locality as suggested 
by the hon. member." 

CULTIVATION CONDITIONS, PAsTORAL 
HoLDINGS. 

JUr. SP ARKES (Aubigny), for Mr. EW AN 
(Roma), asked the Secretary for .Public 
Lands and Irrigation-

'' 1. In reference to the eighth para­
graph on page 906 of the printed copies 
of His Excellency's Speech, what are the 
names of pastoral holdings in respect of 
which leases were renewed subject to culti­
vation conditions and what were the respec­
tive areas, periods of lease renewals, and 
areas to be cultivated, respectively~ 

''2. Generally, what conditions of culti­
vation were imposed in such cases1'' 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Belyando) replied-
'' 1. Particulars of the pastoral holdings 

in respect of which fresh leases were 
granted subject to cultivation conditions 
are as follow:-

Name of 
Holding. 

Area of 
Holding. 
Sq. miles. 

Term of New 
Lease Granted. Area to be Cultivated. Other Developmental Conditions 

Imposed. 

Augustus 
Downs 

Barkly 
Downs 

Millungera 

Starcke 

1,160 

3,440 

2,013 

854 

30 years from 
1-7-50 

100 acres during first year; if 
successful maximum of 500 
acres to be cultivated in first 
7 years 

Lessee to expend a total of £20,400 
on providing permanent water 
improvements; new dip and 
yard, and employees' cottages 

30 years from 500 acres within first 5 years . . Lessee to expend a total of £40,250 
1-4-50 on providing permanent water 

improvements ; equipping them 
with windmills, tanks, and 
troughing ; constructing new 
boundary and subdivisional 
fences, and holding and broncho 
yards 

30 years from 
1-10-50 

500 acres within first 5 years­
lOO acres in first year ; 250 
acres in second year ; and 500 
acres during third, fourth, and 
fifth years. If successful, culti­
vated area to be extended to 
1,000 acres 

30 years (term Within first 3 years expend 
not yet corn- £1,500 in equal proportions 
menced) each year on planting and 

establishing artificial grasses 

Lessee to expend a total of £22,410 
on providing permanent water 
improvements ; erecting wind .. 
mills, tanks, and troughing ; 
constructing subdivisional fences, 
dip, and yards 

Lessee to expend a total of £7,700 
on providing and equipping 
permanent water improvements; 
constructing new fencing, a 
drafting yard and dip ; erection 
of buildings and ringbarking." 

'' 2. The varieties of crops, the site of 
the proposed cultivation, and the feeding 
programme each yea,r to be such as are 
approved by the Department of Agricul­
ture and Stock. '' 

afford relief to primary producers in 
Queensland who have suffered correspond­
ing losses~" 

Hon. E. lU. HANLON (Ithaca) replied-
"! am advised by the Premier of New 

South Wales that no agreement has been 
entered into between his Government and 
the Commonwealth Government providing 
for loans at low interest rates for the 
rehabilitation of farms damaged or 
destroyed by the recent floods in that State. 
The Commonwealth and State Governments, 
however, agreed to implement a joint flood 
relief scheme providing for grants to 
relieve persons in distressed circumstances. 
I am informed by the Premier of New 
South Wales that the scheme does not pro­
vide for compensation for losses and grants 
are limited strictly to cases of distress.'' 

LOANS FOR REHABILITATION OF FLOODED 

FARMS. 

iUr. PLUNKETT (Darlington) asked the 
Premier-

'' In reference to the agreement reached 
between the Commonwealth and New South 
Wales Governments to provide for loans at 
specially low rates of interest for rehabili­
tation of farms damaged or destroyed by 
recent floods, has any approach been made 
by him respecting a similar agreement to 
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SISAL HEMP, COOK PENINSULA. 

Mr. WORDSWORTH (Cook) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. In reference to the third paragraph 
on page 905 of His Excellency's Speech 
relative to experiments in production of 
jute, has consideration been given to the 
cultivation of sisal hemp as a source of 
fibre~ 

'' 2. If such experimental work is 
approved will he include the Cook Penin­
sula for consideration as a favourable 
locality for sisal hemp production~" 

Hon. H. H. COLLINS (Tablelands) 
replied-

'' 1. and 2. Consideration has been given 
to the cultivation of sisal hemp as a source 
of fibre. Investigations have shown that 
the plant will grow well in parts of 
Queensland, but extraction of the fibre by 
known methods would be too expensive for 
successful exploitation of the plants after 
they were grown. The Government is con­
tinuing investigations in fibre plants, and 
plantings of jute will be made in several 
places in North Queensland this year." 

PROFITS ON EXPORT OF TALLOW. 

Mr. MULLER (Fassifern) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' 1. In reference to the recent distribu­
tion to butchers of profits on the sale of 
export tallow, is it a fact that the Queens­
land Meat Industry Board has retained 
the whole of the amount received on 
account of tallow obtained from cattle 
slaughtered at the Brisbane Abattoir~ 

'' 2. If so, as such tallow was the 
property of the owners of the cattle from 
which it was obtained, will he kindly 
inquire into this matter and inform the 
House of the reasons given by the board 
for its retention of such amount~ 

'' 3. What was the amount of such profit 
received by the Queensland Meat Industry 
Board~'' 

Hon. JI. H. COLLINS (Tablelands) 
replied-

" I. Yes." 
'' 2. The tallow was not the property of 

the owners of the cattle. Since the estab­
lishment of the Brisbane Abattoir in 1931 
the Queensland M:eat Industry Board ha.s 
purchased from the owners the raw fat of 
all animals slaughtered at the Abattoir in 
conformity with Regulation 96 promulgated 
in 1931 under the Abattoirs Agreement 
Ratification and Meat Industry Act. The 
Board, as the owner by purchase of the 
fat, processes it into tallow which it sells 
on its own account. The tallow transactions 
are taken into account in fixing the fees 
for slaughtering and other services, and 
any resulting profits assist in maintaining 
charges at a relatively low level with conse­
quent benefit to cattle owners operating 
through the Abattoir." 

'' 3. The financial result of the Boa.rd 's 
operations for 1949-1950 will be disclosed 
when its Annual Report is presented to 
Parliament.'' 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table-

Regulations under the Public Service Acts, 
1922 to 1948 (3 August). 

Regulations under-
The Traffic Act of 1949 (3 August). 
The Workers' Accommodation Acts, 1915 

to 1946 (3 August). 
Order in Council under the University of 

Queensland Acts, 1900 to 1941 (20 
October, 1949). 

Statutes under the University of Queens­
land Acts, 1909 to 1941 (3, 24 Novem­
ber, 1949). 

Regulation under the University of Queens­
land Acts, 1909 to 1941 (10 November, 
1949). 

Order in Council under the Libraries Acts, 
1943 to 1949 (1 December, 1949). 

Regulations under the Apprentices and 
Minors Acts, 1929 to 1948 (19 Janu­
ary, 13 April, 18 May, 22 June). 

Regulation under the Technical Instruction 
Acts, 1908 to 1918 (2 March). 

Orders in Council under-
The Banana Industry Protection Acts, 

1929 to 1937 (27 July). 
The Primary Producers' Organisation 

and Marketing Acts, 1926 to 1946 (27 
July (2) ). 

Regulation under the Aba.ttoirs Acts, 193() 
to 1949 (27 July). 

Orders in Council under-
The Legislative Assembly Acts, 1867 to 

1946, and the Elections Acts, 1915 to 
1948 (10, 18 May, 27 July). 

The Lessees' Relief Acts, 1931 to 1932 
(15 December, 1949). 

The Magistrates Courts Act of 1921 (8 
Decemher, 1949). 

The Profiteering Prevention Act of 1948. 
The Public Curator Acts, 1915 to 1947 

(10 May, 27 July). 
The Supreme Court Act of 1921. 

Regulation under the Public Curator Acts, 
1915 to 1947 (19 January). 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

IUr. KERR (Sherwood) (11.27 a.m.), by 
leave: I wish to make a personal explanation 
with regard to the question I asked this 
morning respecting the appointment of the 
presiding officer for Sherwood at the recent 
general elections. 

Hon. E. :u. HANLON: Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to a point of order. Is the. hon. mem­
ber in order, under the. guise of a personal 
explanation, in explaining a question that he 
himself has raised in this House~ 

lUr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
for Sherwood is in order in proceeding to 
explain by way of personal explanation the 
reasons underlying the question he has asked 
this morning. 
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lUr. KERR: I thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The reason that I rose to make a personal 
explanation is in case any wrong interpreta­
tion is put upon the question I asked this 
morning. I want to make it perfectly clear 
in relation to the presiding or returning 
officer for Sherwood that he should reside in 
the Sherwood electorate. Aft-e.r the date of 
his appointment for the recent ele,ction he 
moved from New Farm to Sherwood. 

lUr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
cannot ask the indulgence of the House to 
make a personal explanation on a question uf 
which he has given notice. He cannot 
exploit the privileges of the House. 

lUr. KERR: It is not my intention to 
transgress the privileges of hon. members. 

lUr. SPEAKER: It is out of place for an 
hon. member to proceed to make a personal 
explanation in regard to a question he has 
asked. 

JUr. KERR: I simply want to make the 
position perfectly clear, in fairness to the 
returning officer concerned. 

l\'Ir. SPEAKER: The hon. member can 
do so at the right time. 

lUr. li'Iann: You can do it on the Address 
in Reply. 

lUr. KERR: I want to do justice to the 
returning officer concerned. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
cannot reflect on my ruling. I want to make 
an appeal to hon. members at this stage of 
the session to obey my call to order. The 
hon. member for Sherwood will have ample 
opportunity on the Address in Reply to venti­
late fully the matter he has raised by 
question. That applies to any matter an 
hon. member may desire to raise. I therefore 
ask hon. members to co-operate with me in 
protecting their privileges. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE-FIRST ALLOTTED 
DAY. 

Debate resumed from 2 August (see p. 23) 
on Mr. McCathie 's motion for the adoption 
of the Address in Reply. 

}fr. NICKLIN (Landsborough-Leader 
of the Opposition) (11.31 a.m.) : At the outset, 
I should like to associate the members of the 
Opposition and myself personally with that 
part of the motion which expresses our 
loyalty to His Majesty the King. May I say, 
too, that we hope the impression His Excel­
lency the Governor gave in opening this 
Parliament that we shall have a visit by 
their Majesties in the near future will be 
realised. The people of this State are look­
ing forward to the opportunity of personally 
expressing their appreciation of and loyalty 
to Their Majesties; and we all trust that 
opportunity will come about in the near 
future. 

I should like to take this opportunity also 
of extending congratulations to His Excel­
lency the Governor for the manner in which 
he is not only carrying out his duties but also 
endeavouring to make close personal contact 
with all parts of this State and its people. 
The remarks that he has made, after his 
extensive tours of this State, which have 
obviously emphasised to him the fact that we 
require population and development in the 
distant parts of this State, show that he does 
not go 'round with his eyes shut but that he 
is wide awake to its needs. The people in 
the far-flung parts of Queensland appreciate 
very much His Excellency's interest in their 
welfare and the great amount of energy that 
he expends in making these hard, long and 
arduous tours of the State. 

In His Excellency's opening Speech to this 
Parliament I think the very first words of the 
second paragraph are the most important­
"We meet at a time of crisis." The times 
through which we are passing and the events 
that are now taking place in other parts of 
the world will have a very vital effect on the 
future of this State. In fact, it can be 
truthfully said that what is happening in 
Korea at the moment overshadows everything 
and that the result of that conflict may mean 
either a victory for the democratic nations 
and the democratic way of life or, possibly, 
the· introduction of the third World War; 
and that is something to which we must give 
serious consideration in our deliberations dur­
ing the course of this Parliament. In view 
of the very serious world position and its 
effect on us, I believe it is only right that 
we should at the outset of this Parliament 
review our position not only as a State but 
as a nation. We find that it is not an 
enviable one. 

We have a large area, a small population 
and inadequate defen~es. We live more or 
less in an isolated part of the world. Once 
upon a time. that isolation was possibly a 
protection but now it is not; it is rather 
a danger. We must realise that in the 
world of today we cannot live an isolated 
existence. We cannot live as a nation apart. 
We have to take into account what is hap­
pening 'round about us and the effect it has 
on us. We have to face reality. We must 
realise how much our very existence and 
our way of life may depend upon having 
strong allies to help us should the nee.d arise. 
The best protection and help we can have 
is to have associated with us strong allies 
in the Pacific area. 

That brings me to another part of His 
Excellency's speech, in which he states-

'' It is heartening to see the forces of 
law and order being led by our great 
ally, the United States of Ainerica-" 

It is good to know that we have associa-
ted with us an ally that stands for the 
democratic way of life in the world. In 
view of these fact~ I think we need to 
review our position today, review events that 
led up to the last world war, review our· 
actions during that war and how those 
actions may possibly affect the help that we 
can look to receive from worth-while allies 
in the Pacific area. When we t!,~st our 
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minds back to the last war, when we realise 
that the rest of the Empire was very fully 
engaged elsewhere, we were h1deed for­
tunate to receive at the time we did help 
from our present ally, the United States of 
Ameri~a; but we cannot altogether be 
pleased, when we look back, and realise how 
the then Commonwealth Labour Government 
treated those allies that we.re of such assis­
tance to us at that time. Although we were 
very pleased to get help from conscript 
soldiers sent from Britain, America and 
Holland, our Labour Government insisted 
that our forces were not to go beyond an 
imaginary line drawn across the map, the 
equator. And let us not forget, too, that in 
1938, when this land was in considerable 
danger, the then Labour Opposition strenu­
ously opposed any increase in defence 
expenditure. They were not prepared to do 
anything to defend this land. They even 
opposed compulsory service in this country 
after the war had started. When 
Japan came into the war and we were in 
very grave danger the Government 
panicked and squealed for help from every­
body: they even a:;ked poor unfortunate 
Britain, which was at that time in dire dis­
tress-~arrying the. burdens of the demo­
cratic world-for 25 divisions to come here 
to help us. They were not prepared to 
accept their own ·responsibilities in respect 
of the war service of the people. Even 
after all danger to this country had passed 
thev still took tens of thousands of men 
from industry and simply wasted their time 
in camps in various parts of Australia, 
doing nothing whatsoever of any practical 
value. Because of their decision not 
to allow any of our men to serve north of the 
Equator, th,ey uselessly engaged tens of 
thousands of our troops in expensive., from 
the human-life point of view, mopping-up 
operations in the Solomons, New Guinea and 
other places. 

This was done notwithstanding the fact 
that the Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific 
area, General MacArthur, issued a very 
definite opinion that such operations were 
not only useless but should not be carried 
out. Early in December, 1944, General 
MacArthur made this statement-

'' The enemy garrisons which have been 
by-passed in the Solomons and New Guinea 
represent no menace to current or future 
operations. Their capacity for offensive 
effort has passed . . . The actual time of 
their destruction is of little or no import­
ance and their influence as a contributing 
factor to the war is already negligible. 
The actual process of their immediate 
destruction by assault methods would 
unquestionably involve heavy loss of life 
without adequate or compensating strategic 
advantages.'' 

Despite that statement and to save their face 
the Government committed hundreds of 
thousands of our young manhood who had 
been conscripted into the Army in these use­
less mopping-up operations that General 
MacArthur condemned and said were useless. 
This Commonwealth Labour Government to 
whom I am referring-and hon. members 

opposite supported them-claimed to have 
won the war and carried on the affairs of this 
nation in such a way that Australia made its 
maximum contribution towards the war effort. 
It was a pretence that deceived no-one; it 
was a pretence that was very costly in men, 
materials, and money. It was a very 
fortunate occurrence for the people of 
Australia, and particularly for many Queens­
land parents, that there was no major disaster 
in the Solomons on account of this one-eyed 
policy of the then Federal Government. If 
the Armistice had not been signed at that 
time those men of ours, committed to these 
operations in the Solomons, would have 
suffered very heavy losses indeed, because 
the strength of the enemy was completely 
under-estimated. J<~ortunately we were saved 
that loss, but how different it would have 
been to the prestige of Australia and for 
the good will of our allies, who have done 
so much for us, if instead of committing our 
men to these useless operations we had per­
mitted them to do their share in the opera­
tions conducted to the north of Australia? 
We should have won added prestige and given 
stature to Australia as a nation. The effect 
of our refusal to participate fully in the 
Pacific war with our ally, which left an 
unfortunate feeling in America against 
Australia, has been largely overcome by the 
prompt and direct action of the present 
Federal Government in going to the aid of 
America in .Korea in the way they have done. 
It would not have been so if a Labour 
Government had been in control in the 
Federal sphere, because we iind that the 
Labour Opposition in the Federal sphere 
today, although they gave their support to 
assistance in the air, were not so happy about 
committing any of our ground forces. 

So much for our dealings with our ally 
across the Paciiic. Let us now turn to our 
dealings with our ally in the North, the 
Dutch. Our dealings with our Dutch ally 
were even more shameful and not a credit 
to Australia as a nation. The Federal 
Labour Government over a period of three 
years from September, 1945, allowed the 
Communist-controlled Waterside Workers' 
Federation to impose a ban on Dutch 
shipping and prevented medical supplies from 
going from Australia to our ally in the North, 
an ally that had done so much for us 
particularly with its merchant navy. At this 
time we had Dr. Evatt at United Nations 
meetings voting in favour of Indonesian 
independence and the eviction of the Dutch 
from Java, New Guinea, and the rest of the 
East Indies controlled by that nation. As 
the result of that policy we are faced with 
the position that the Indonesian President, 
Dr. Soekarno, a couple of months ago said 
he would not be content till the whole of 
New Guinea, including that part of it under 
the control of Australia, was included in the 
Indonesian R.epublic, and it is reported now 
that Indonesians are infiltrating into our 
territory in New Guinea. Last week the 
Minister fol" the Army announced that we 
should have to place troops in New Guinea 
to stop infiltration by Dr. Evatt 's allies into 
our own territory. We should have been in 
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a much better position today if the Labour 
Government of the day had supported our 
Dutch allies instead of allowing them to be 
stabbed in the back and, indeed, encouraging 
such an action. 

Another major blunder of the Federal 
Labour Government was their refusal of the 
request by the United States of America to 
be allowed to lease Manus Island in order to 
establish to the north of our shores a naval 
base that would have been a great protection 
to Australia in the event of a conflict. 

What a great contrast there is between 
the attitude of present-day Labour to defence 
matters generally and Labour of the old days 
as led by Andrew Fisher, when Labour did 
have some sense of national responsibilities 
and was prepared to accept them! Today, 
judging by the actions of Mr. Chifiey, Labour 
adopts the attitude that we should do nothing 
to defend ourselves but that everybody else 
should help in defending us. If we are not 
willing to accept the responsibility of defend­
ing ourselves we do not deserve to hold this 
country, and we shall not hold it. It is time 
that the Labour Party accepted its responsi­
bilities in this direction and shouldered its 
international obligations. They should do 
everything possible to see that Australia is 
prepared adequately to defend itself if the 
occasion arises. 

Labour opposed compulsory military train­
ing in the early years of World War II. In 
addition, it opposed the proposals of the 
present Liberal-Country Party Government to 
bring in compulsory military training in 
c;~rder to build up our defences. The honour­
able the Treasurer joined in the chorus of 
opposition to compulsory training. In the 
"Brisbane Telegraph" of 23 November last, 
he said-

'' This is a matter of vital importance 
to hundreds of thousands who will be con­
scripts. Employers suffering from scarcity 
of labour will be further harassed. With­
draw hundreds of thousands from produc­
tive employment and the already severe lag 
in production will be aggravated.'' 
Although the hon. the Treasurer had that 

to say about an urgent and necessary measure 
to defend this land of ours, it is interesting 
to note that he had nothing whatever to say 
about the industrial sabotage that was, and 
is still, going on in this community and its 
effect upon production as the result of Com­
munist disruption of industry. 

A week later the hon. the Treasurer 
returned to the attack on this subject. He 
said-

" If the subject is distasteful to Mr. 
Hiley, perhaps his other half, Mr. Nicklin, 
will tell us how it will be possible to meet 
the demands of farmers for the materials 
they need for their farms if the producers 
of these materials are to be dragged away 
from industry to goose.-step for Mr. 
Menzies.'' 

Mr. Jesson: Very true! 

l\Ir. NICKLIN: Very true, says the hon. 
member for Hinchinbrook. I thought 
that a member representing a northern 

eleetorate of the State would at least have 
some idea of his responsibilities for the pro­
tection of the most vulnerable part of this 
continent. But not so, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
He is prepared to allow the Communist 
section in our community to disrupt industry 
here and at the same time do nothing to pro­
tect this country of ours. 

lUr. JESSON: I rise to a point of order. 
I take very strong exception to the remarks 
of the Leader of the Opposition that I would 
allow the Communists to disrupt the North. 
It is distasteful to me and I ask him to 
withdrnw it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Mann): 
The hon. member for Hinchinbrook objeets 
to the statement made by the Leader of the 
Opposition and I ask him to withdraw it. 

JUr. NICKLIN: I am sorry that the hon. 
member objects to it, but after all it is 
true. 

lUr. JESSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
rise to a point of order. 

lUr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. 
member for Hinchinbrook denies the state­
ment and I ask the Leader of the Opposition 
to accept his denial. 

Mr. NICKLIN: I accept his denial but 
only a moment ago he said that it was quite 
true, as the Treasurer had said, that if 
the young men of ours were called up to 
defend this country they would be goose­
stepping for Mr. Menzies. 

As I said before, and as I now repeat, if 
we are not prepared to make some sacrifice 
to defend this country, as I believe 99 per 
cent. of our people are, we do not deserve 
to hold it.· I want to know what is the 
official attitude of hon. members opposite 
and the party with which they are associated 
towards the defence of this country by com­
pulsory training. At best, it seems to be one 
of silent acquiescence, so long as the non­
Labour parties accept the whole of the 
responsibility. 

Let me recall the statement made a few 
days ago by the. Leader of the Federal 
Opposition, Mr. Chifley, when referring to 
volunteer forces for Korea. He made the 
outrageous assertion that ground aid for 
Korea was being used as a bargaining lever 
for dollars. Have. von ever heard such a 
disgraceful and shameful statement by a man 
of responsibility in our community before­
that the offer being made by Australia as 
a member of the United Nations to uphold 
our democratic way of life was being used 
as a bargaining lever to obtain dollars~ 
It is an absolutely disgraceful statement for 
any public man to make but apparently hon. 
members opposite stand for all that Mr. 
Chifley had to say about the matter. 

That is the. position externally so far as 
Australia is concerned. Now let us tum to. 
the internal position. The worst aspect of 
the present position in Australia internally 
is the existence in our midst of the Com­
munist agents of Moscow and the opposition 
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of Labour to suppression of their treasonable 
activities. It would be interesting to know 
whau is the attitude of !ton. members 
opposite to the Federal Government's efforts 
to deal with Communist activities in our 
midst. Do they stand for the. position 
evidenced by the Federal Labour Opposition 
to the onus-of-proof provision in the Com­
munist Party Dissolution Bill 1 What is 
their stand in this matter1 This antagonism 
of the Federal Labour Opposition to the 
onus-of-proof provision in the Communist 
Party Dissolution Bill is evidence of the 
dependence of Labour upon the. support of the 
Communists and their fellow-travellers, many 
of whom exist in the ranks of political 
Labour. 

It is interesting to note that when this 
Bill was announced the Premier made the 
following statement-this was prior to elec­
tion day:-

" I am hoping that the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Menzies) will not do more harm than 
good with the Bill. You cannot allow 
hatreds to carry you away on such a 
matter.'' 

The Premier added-
'' Everyone knows my attitude to the 

Communists.'' 
Lots of people do want to know the Premier's 
attitude to the Communists, and also The 
attitude of many hon. members opposite to 
the Communist Party. That statement was 
made by the Premier before election day, but 
two days later the Premier and Treasurer 
marched at the head of a procession in Bris­
bane composed largely of Communists, which 
:flaunted such slogans as ''No Arms for 
Malaya" and "No Australian Arms to 
Murder Malayan Workers.'' Both the 
Premier and Treasurer then marched cheek 
by jowl with the Communist leaders of 
Queensland down the main street of the 
principal city of this State, and in step with 
the Communist leaders of this State. We do 
want to know exactly where the Premier 
stands, as well as the Treasurer and other 
hon. members opposite. They are very proud 
to march with the Communists after election 
day but I guarantee that if that procession 
had been held on the Monday prior to election 
day you would not have seen the Premier or 
the Treasurer at the head of that procession. 
They would have been well to the rear. 

~lr. Power: Take your medicine and 
stop whingeing. 

Mr. NICKLIN: I did not see the Secre­
tary for Mines and Immigration at the head 
of that procession; he was farther to the 
rear. 

~Ir. Power: I marched with the Austra­
lian Workers' Union. 

~Ir. NICKLIN: It is very necessary for 
the public to know exactly what is the 
attitude of hon. members opposite to the 
Communist Party because the activities of the 
Malayan Communists are just as much a part 
of the imperialistic war being conducted by 
Russia as what is happening in Korea, and 
Malaya is a British possession. It is all part 

of the one pattern-the activities of the Com­
munists in Australia and the activities of the 
Communists in Malaya and Korea are all 
part of a world-wide plan-and is designed 
to destroy our democratic way of life and 
to destroy this country of ours. 

It would be interesting to know how the 
Labour Party justifies its discrimination 
against a British possession in this war of 
Russian aggression against the democratic 
nations. It is time the Labour Party woke 
up to the fact that the main bulwark of 
the democracies agai,nst the evil designs of 
the Communists is not the United Nations 
but the English-speaking nations of the 
world. They are the spearhead of the fight 
against Communism and Communistic aggres­
sion today. It is time to realise too, that 
the British Empire, although it has been 
liquidated to a great extent by a socialistic 
Government, is still an outstanding champion 
of democracy, and that Australia is part 
of that Emj:1ire and should be an ardent 
supporter of its integrity. Do not let us eve1· 
forget that the best place to defend Aus­
tralia is outside our own shores. If we can 
fight all the wars in which unfortunately 
we have to engage, outside our own shores, 
how much better than having a war here 
in our own country! 

When we consider all these things, I repeat 
that the attitude of Labour has changed 
since the days of Andrew Fisher. 

The existence of Communism in Australia 
is not only a potential danger to 
Australia in the event of invasion, 
but communistic activities for seve.ral 
years past have be~m disrupting and 
sabotaging our key industries and services 
and holding up development that is essential 
to provide for the increased population neces­
sary for our national existence. If we do 
not populate and develop this country it 
will make it a nice ripe juicy plum for some­
body else to pick. It is part of the Commu­
nistic plan to see that industry is disrupted 
and that we do not develop our country so 
as to make it easier for the Communists to 
grab it when they think the time is oppo­
tune. That is why I have taken up so much 
of my time on this occasion in dealing with 
the external position as it concerns Aus­
tralia and ·the internal position as it con­
cerns the disruption of industry here. If we 
cannot approach these two great questions 
from that broad national viewpoint we can­
not develop this State and we cannot carry 
out the programme of work that the Govern­
ment talk about, and which should be carried 
out because of those other two vital factors 
which have such a great effect on our economy 
and on our way of life. 

Now I wish to deal with the develop­
ment of this State--something about which 
we hear a great deal from hon. members 
opposite. But we hear more talk than we 
see of action in this important matter. 
Despite all the talk of progress and the 
pretentious and spectacular plans that the 
Government have been dangling before the 
eyes of the people during the past few years, 
the actual position is that we have not even 
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been maintaining our existing assets-that 
applies to both Government and private 
assets-let alone carrying out the grandi­
ose programmes we hear so much about. The 
\lar ended five years ago, but our housing 
standards are deteriorating, our schools and 
hospitals were never less adequate or more 
overcrowded. Our roads, particularly in 
rural areas, are generally in a shocking 
condition. Our railways have improved little, 
if at all, in the past 30 years. \V e are 
importing prefabricated homes from war­
devastated countries. We are importing 
steel goods, which a few years ago we were 
exporting, and we are paying about treble 
the Australian price. Our wages are rising 
but prices are more than keeping pace with 
them. Our power of competing with other 
countries is declining. Virtually every shire 
in Queensland is losing population. Yet hon. 
members opposite, led by the Premier, are 
saying that this State is being developed, 
that this will be done and that will be clone. 
Bver since the Premier took office on 
7 March, 1946, we have had a continuous 
build up of spectacular cleYelopmental pro­
jects. Most of them have been dangled before 
the eyes of the people for years but very little 
has been done, beyond investigating, explor­
ing the possibilities, surveying, considering, 
appointing committees, and so on. We have 
dozens of committees appointed all over 
the State to carry out these projects, but 
what we want is not surveys and committees 
but action; we want to see these works pnt 
into operation and completed. The Govern­
ment's developmental programme is like a 
recurring decimal; it goes on and on ad 
infinitum but never reaches a complete unit. 

A future historian dealing with the record 
of the present Government will probably 
come to the conclusion that their leader 
must have had the combined characteristic 
of a Baron Munchausen and a Wilkins 
Micawber-the extraordinary imagination of 
a Munchausen and the incurable optimism 
of a Micawber that, despite his failures 
something would turn up to carry his scheme~ 
into effect. 

Let us look at some of the spectacular 
sehem<:Js that the Government have been dang­
ling before the eyes of the people for some 
years. They include the Burdekin scheme 
(£50,000,000), the Mareeba-Dimbulah pro­
ject (£70,000,000), the Tully Falls scheme 
(£8,000,000), the electrification of the Bris­
bane sub~rban railways (£10,000,000), the 
Border Rrve~s scheme and other irrigation 
schemes detmled by the Secretary for Public 
L~r:ds on 17 ~ugust, 1949 ( £14,000,000), elec­
tncrty prOJects of regional boards 
(£16,000,000), Fitzroy River scheme includ­
ing the N ogoa and extension of the Theodore 
irrigation scheme. Other major works still 
to be completed include the Stanley River 
Dam, the University, and the Fitzroy River 
and Burdekin River bridges. The total cost 
of these major projects exceeds £120,000,000. 
If one adds the other schemes talked about 
so much the real cost would be round about 
the £200,000,000 mark. 

But when we look at the revenues of the 
State and the moneys available to carry out 
these schemes we find that they are not avail­
able: the Commonwealth Government will 
have to come into the picture to carry out 
many of these major works. We all appreci­
ate that and all realise that the Common­
wealth should carry their responsibility in 
regard to major projects in this State but the 
Premier puffs out his chest and says, 
''If the Commonwealth Government will 
not come to my assistance I will 
carry out these things myself. I will 
build the Burdekin Dam project.'' ·what a 
lot of rot! These major schemes depend on 
assistance from the Co=onwealth Govern­
ment. ·we are not satisfied with talking 
about these matters; we want action. It is 
time hon. members opposite got down to the 
real business of developing this State and, 
instead of for vears and years talking of 
doing this and that, did something real to 
carrv out some works for the development of 
Queensland and to carry out what the Premier 
said needed doing when he spoke at the Show 
luncheon a few clays ago-

"We have got to develop the western 
parts of the State aild put the po']Julation 
hack into those parts.'' 

But, Mr. Speaker, what Government have 
done more to retard the development of the 
western parts of this State and what Govern­
ment have clone more to take population from 
those parts than the present Labot;r Govern­
ment~ What is the good of talkmg about 
all these grandiose schemes when we have 
neglected the real vital things and as a 
result we find these important western areas 
losing population and going back to. a 
position worse than they have ever been m 'r 
Let us face the realities in regard to inter­
national affairs and in dealing with the 
industrial disruption that is in our midst. 
If we do that Quee-nsland is sure to develop 
as we want it to develop. 

(Time expired.) 

lUr. F ARRELL (Maryborough) (12.12 
p.m.) : I desire to support the motion so ably 
moved and seconded by the hon. members 
for Haughton and Windsor. Both have come 
into this House with a splendid industrial, 
political and local-authority background, a 
background that adequately equips them to 
represent their electorates successfully. I am 
particularly pleased that a mate of mine, in 
the person of the hon. member for Windsor, 
has become a member of this Assembly. vVe 
belonged to the 42nc1 Battalion in the first 
World War, a battalion that gave a good 
deal of service towards the winning of that 
war. I do not for one moment say that we 
won the war, but we made a contribution 
towards the winning of the war, a contribu­
tion too that helped to distinguish that 
battalion. A man would be inhuman if he 
did not feel that his battalion was the best 
battalion and he would be inhuman if he 
did not feel that he belonged to the best 
brigade and the best division. In a similar 
way the hon. members who moved and 
seconded this motion feel that they represent 
the best electorates in the State, and I am 
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sure that they will make contributions 
towards the debates of this Assembly that 
will command the attention of this House. 

It is regrettable that as we talk about 
battalions of the first World War we should 
find ourselves facing what might be another 
tumult. As the result of United Nations 
intervention we hope that the forces arrayed 
:against us will learn the lesson that they 
should mind their own business and leave 
the democratic lands to manage their own 
affairs, but it is unfortunate that just as 
we are getting back on an even keel in this 
eountry we should find ourselves in the 
position of having to send our boys overseas 
again to help maintain our democratic way 
of life. I do not believe that there should 
be a lot of flag-waving in regard to our 
efforts; there should be action and I believe 
that when our boys go overseas they will 
have the backing of the Australian people 
and will be respected and admired for. the 
services they render in support of democ­
racy. As a result of the stand we are taking 
and as a result of the stand taken by other 
English-speaking nations, we will endeavour 
to put the ship on an even keel and sail 
forward in the development of our countries. 

I was very surprised to hear the Leader 
<Jf the Opposition talk of the backwardness 
of this State, because I am sure that when 
he visited the Royal National Show last 
week he must have had a sense of gratitude 
to the people who made such a success of it. 
He saw arrayed befonc> him the magnificent 
products of this country; he should have been 
:able to envisage the potentialities of this 
land. I learnt on speaking to a very well­
known identity of the beef-cattle industry 
that there was never a greater array of that 
type of cattle in the history of this State. 
It is indeed regrettable that the Leader of 
the Opposition should rnn down a country 
that is doing so much in furthering its own 
development. With other hon. members, I 
feel that the efforts of the Royal National 
Association in presenting such a splendid 
exhibition of the quality of Queensland's 
products and the organising ability shown by 
it deserve our greatest tributes. It was well 
rewarded by the record number of people 
who attended. 

I am very happy indeed that I have again 
been returned to this Parliament as the mem­
ber for Maryborough, an area that possesses 
great industrial potentialities. It is a tribute 
to the early pioneers that the foundations 
they laid have been built on so well, and it is 
very good that we have so many big indus­
tries in Maryborough helping in the develop­
ment of this great State. 

I believe that the Labour Party won the 
recent election because it was better equipped 
than the Opposition to explain to the people 
the many projects for the development of the 
State that were in train. Another factor in 
our win was Labour's policy. We have laid 
down a simple policy for developing this State 
and we have been able thoroughly to explain 
to the people just what we intend to do. 
When we speak about the development of the 
North we must also speak about the develop­
ment of the South. It is the State as a whole 

that must be considered. You cannot develop 
this State by developing any one section of 
it; you must take into account the whole of 
the State. 

For many years members on both sides of 
this House have referred to the drift of the 
population from the West to the cities on 
the coast, and it was referred to again today 
by the Leader of the Opposition. As the 
result of that drift, the need for realigning 
the electoral boundaries was impressed on 
the Government and a Bill was introduced 
into the House with the object of giving 
greater representation to districts outside the 
metropolitan area. After the introduction of 
that Bill, the proposed quotas were laid down. 
A commission was then appointed, whose duty 
it was to fix the boundaries of the proposed 
electorates. In my opinion, Opposition mem­
bers were insincere when they charged the 
members of that commission with gerryman­
dering the new boundaries. Their action 
threw discredit on the Supreme Court judge 
who presided over the commission and the two 
public servants who were members of it. If 
the boundaries had remained as· they were, as 
the Opposition wished, the metropolitan area 
would have been able to determine everything 
that happened in this Parliament, because of 
its population. 

A good deal of criticism has been expressed 
about the redistribution of our electoral boun­
daries but we should remind ourselves of what 
has happened in other States. We all know 
very well what happened in Victoria, but I 
have figures here relating to the South Aus­
tralian election in 1947, which was won by 
the Liberal Party. It obtained an aggregate 
of 98,914 votes, giving it 23 seats in Parlia­
ment, while Labour got only 12 seats although 
it obtained an aggregate of 110,837 votes. 
In 1950 the Liberal Party in South Australia 
again won 23 seats with an aggregate of 
97,184 votes, while Labour got only 12 seats 
with an aggregate of 105,642 votes. It is just 
as well that comparisons should be made in 
other States of the Commonwealth. 

During the election campaign the Labour 
Party was termed the Socialist Party. I do 
not suppose any party is more prone to change 
its name than the anti-Labour Party. I have 
contested five elections and in four of them 
the name of the party opposed to me was 
changed although the party was in fact the 
same. On the first occasion I was opposed 
by the Nationalist Party, then by the 
National-Country Party, then the Queensland 
People's Party, and at the last elections by the 
Liberal Party-but always by the same poli­
tical party, the party opposed to the Govern­
ment. The fact that the party opposite is 
always ready to change the party name does 
not mean that it has a licence to say what 
shall be the name of the Australian Labour 
Party. We do not confer on it the high and 
distinguished honour of changing the name of 
political parties to the extent of determining 
under what name the Labour banner shall 
be carried. 

While on the subject of the election cam­
paign and the allegation against us of being 
a Socialist Party it is refreshing to recall 
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some of the statements made by the ''Courier­
Mail,'' the political mouthpiece of hon. 
members opposite. At one stage we were 
embroiled in a strike in which the Govern­
ment stood up to their obligations in main­
taining law and order in a democratic way 
and on that occasion the "Courier-Mail" 
paid a very high tribute to the leader of the 
Government, the Hon. E. M. Hanlon. In its 
issue of 2 April, 1948, this is what it said-

'' Rarely has a leader of any Australian 
Government been subjected to such extreme 
pressure as Mr. Hanlon was from the Com­
munist clique. Lessons for the nation and 
the world to see. Communists can be 
beaten.'' 

Again, upholding the high traditions set by 
the Premier the ''Courier-Mail'' of 8 March, 
1948, said-

'' Never in the history of Queensland has 
a Premier captured the imagination or had 
the backing of the people as Mr. Hanlon 
has today. He has not swerved from the 
principle that the law as sanctioned by the 
people through their Parliament must pre­
vail.'' 

It is a base and deliberate lie for the 
opponents of the Labour Party to create the 
impression that we were making a headlong 
rush towards total socialisation and the 
elimination of private enterprise and private 
property. On the contrary, the Queensland 
Labour Government have given every assist­
ance to private industry to establish factories 
and to enable landholders to increase their 
production. The Government's land-adminis­
tration policy has always been conducted with 
the object of settling as many people as 
possible. Financial assistance has been pro­
vided on a liberal scale to establish private 
enterprise. Let me give some examples. For 
instance, 27 private companies have been 
financially assisted to the extent of £1,116,998 
by the Industries Assistance Board established 
by this Government. 

lUr. Gair: A guarantee of £100,000 was 
given to a private company the other day. 

Mr. F ARRELL: There is further infor­
mation to support my statement that the 
Government have always given liberal help to 
private industry. . 

When I look round my electorate in 
particular I can see the wonderful effect 
the Government's help to industry has had 
on its development but we have many 
examples elsewhere in Queensland. we have 
the Tableland T'in Dre.dging Company, 
whose bank overdraft was guaranteed by the 
Government up to £160,000. This company 
is now well established and the whole 'of the 
guarantee has been repaid. I want to pay 
a tribute to this company. It was my 
privilege to visit the area where it was 
carrying on operations and I found that it 
has made the greatest contribution of any 
company towards amenities and decent 
living conditions for its employees. 
I1J is one of the finest examples that anyone 
could wish to see of what co-operation 
between a company and its employees could 
do in providing reasonable comfort for the 

worke.rs. This company has made a striking 
contribution to their welfare by providing 
housing a-ccommodation, electric light and 
water. A comparison between the old Mt. 
Garnet township and the township that 
exists today as a result of the company's 
efforts, one must admit that it has done a 
pretty good job of caring for the happiness 
and contentment of its employees. 

Mr. Gair: With the assistance of the 
Government. 

IUr. F ARRELL: That is so. Again, the 
Government helped the Queensland Textile 
Pty. Company Ltd. to the extent of £6,000. 
The hon. member for Kedron was actively 
associated with that company, and is still. 
He was very grateful for that assistance, 
as a re.sult of which an industry has been 
established worthy of our industrial life. 

llir. Gair: He got that assistance, too, 
when private banks would not listen t-o him. 

llir. F ARRELL: That is so. 
Again,· the Government gave a guarantee 

of £500,000 to enable the 1\ft. Isa Company 
to develop its leases, which assistance has 
enabled that great company to produce the 
basic me.tals this nation requires. The 
Government helped very materially also in 
establishing the Blair Athol open-cut coal 
mine by guaranteeing up to £30,000 for 
its development. No-one can say that that 
money has been wasted. When it was possible 
for some of us to visit that area we were 
astounded at what nature had plante.d in 
that field. I was very much impressed with 
its potentialities. 

'l'he Government did not stop there. They 
assisted the Morris Woollen Mills at Ipswich 
to the extent of £26,398, for their develop­
ment, and the Hornibrook Highway to the 
extent of £100,000. The C.O.D. Cannery at 
Northgate was established as a result of 
assistance afforded by the Government, who 
guaranteed its account to the exte.nt of 
£250,000. We know that cannery has enabled 
great development to take place in one of 
our primary industries. We were ve.ry 
happy to do so and anyone who cares to 
visit the cannery must realise its importance 
to the pineapple industry. Other primary 
industries also are involved in that cannery. 
All this assistance was granted by the 
Government to build up this great asset with 
the object not only of developing the 
industry or industries concerned but in 
developing Queensland as a whole. 

The Government have not stopped at 
assisting primary production. They have. 
helped very materially in developing our 
wheat, beef, wool, mutton, and lamb produc­
tion. They made possible the. establishment 
of the Hamilton Cold St·ores for the Queens­
land Butter Board. They were responsible 
for establishing a marketing organisation 
for the citrus, pineapple, banana, and othe.r 
fruitgrowers which has placed them in a 
better position than they have ever been 
before. Anyone knowing anything of the 
pineapple, industry knows that its history is 
a sad one and that it was only when the war 
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came that the growers got a decent price 
for their products. After the Government 
had e,stal>lished their organisation the 
growers went· one step further and induced 
the Government to guarantee an amount of 
money to enable that very efficient factory 
to be established at N orthgate to proress 
their fruit. As a result, no other branch 
of our primary industries is now on a 
better foundation. l have seen what 
happeneil to that industry in my own elec­
torate. Before the factory was established 
the growers were virtually down and out. 
'l'he initial legislation providing for the 
marketing organisations of our various 
primary industries and making advances to 
them was merely giving practical effect to 
Labom 's policy. 

Labour has been consistent in its policy in 
Queensland. Labour passed the first legisla­
tion to enable primary producers to organise 
with a view to owning and operating the 
factory to deal with their own products, and 
tollay we find that the dairyman who pro­
duces our milk and our butter is part-owner 
of the butter factory, the sugar producer 
who grows the sugar has an interest in the 
co-operative sugar mill, the peanut-growers 
own their own silos, the fruit-growers own 
their own canneries, and the tobacco-growers 
own their own factories. The establishment 
of the eo-operative tobacco company at 
Mareeba for the purpose of processing the 
tobacco grown there is a very important 
step. It was my privilege to visit that area 
and see the factory and I realised the 
magnificent work that was done in establish­
ing it. We hope that as the industry develops 
we shall have another factory in the South. 
During the time I was up there the irriga­
tion engineer gave us first-hand information 
about what was going to be done in order to 
develop that area by making it possible to 
divert the waters of the Barron and carry 
them into the Mareeba and Dimbulah areas, 
which grow the finest of tobaccos. By giving 
this practical assistance to both primary and 
secondary industry, the Government have 
created· employment under decent conditions 
for many people. 

I wish to take up some of my time in 
sho·wing how the Government have helped in 
the development of a great undertaking 
associated with my electorate. I refer to that 
magnificent undertaking in Maryborough, 
Walkers Ltd. It is interesting to have an 
outside opinion on this industry and I will 
quote from ''The Official Journal of the 
State Government Insurance Office'' in order 
to have it recorded in "Hansard" :-

''A big event for the firm and an 
equally big event for City and the State 
was the completion of its 500th loco. by 
Walkers Ltd., Maryborough. Their first 
railway engine ran on steel rails in 1896. 
Between the date of the first casting by 
this foundry in 1868 and the completion 
of this 500th loco.-82 years-much history 
has been made. Walkers Ltd. have played 
a wonderful part in the development, in the 
earlier years, of the mining industry and 
in later decades, of the suga.r indust;y, of 
ship building, locomotive construction, and, 

in general, of engineering with a wide 
range of products which have found a 
market in far distant places. Over 6,000 
tanners have come from the slips of their 
shipyards as well as corvettes and frigates 
and small coastal steamers, dredges, and 
steel hopper barges. A vast amount of 
mining and sugar mill machinery has been 
fashioned in the firm's shops. 

To celebrate the occasion the Directors 
and Statf of Walkers Ltd. with their 
families gathered informally in Queen's 
Park; between 600 and 700 adults and 
children were present.'' 

That is an unsolicited statement. 

In the early days this Government laid 
down a formula or principle that gave a 10 
per cent. prefere.nce in Government contracts 
to Queensland firms over southern competitors. 
This enabled firms such as W alkeTs Ltd. to 
be firmly established, and as a result of the 
help given in those early days this company 
has been able to establish itself firmly and 
to compe.te. successfully not only with 
southern firms but those overseas. rn recent 
times Walkers Ltd. has received orders from 
the Government not only for locomotives 
and dredges but for other things. This firm 
produces nob only the most outstanding 
machinery for sugar production in this State 
but in the Commonwealth and Walkers Ltd. 
will play a very import-ant part in the expan­
sion of industry that is now beginning. 
The Treasurer visited Maryborough some. 
little. time ago and I had the honour of 
taking him on a tour of W alke.rs Ltd. to 
see for himself exactly how this enterprise 
has expanded. I think it is wise to take 
J'dinisters of the Crown into local industries 
so they can see for themselves that they 
are capable of undertaking work for the 
Government. The hon. gentleman was able 
to see there the new machinery for the 
Proserpine sugar mill, a 7-ft. mill. I might 
mention that till now sugar mills have been 
usually 6-feet mills. As the result of the 
work being carried out at Walkers Ltd., this 
firm is making a marvellous contribution to 
the. development of this State. When we speak 
of the Burdekin River project, for instance, 
we must conside.r not only the development 
that takes place in that particular area; the 
wj10le State will feel the repercussions of 
that development. Thus, Walkers Ltd., 
who have played a very prominent role in 
the construction of weirs by supplying many 
of the engineering units required, including 
the. Stanley River dam, have played a part 
in the development of the State. 

Another indus:try assisted very larg€l(y 
by the Government is the timber industry. 
Here I would draw attention to the. para­
graph of the Governor's Speech that reads-

" The year just passed has been marked 
by record activity in reforestation. The 
expenditure. of over £875,000 is the 
highest yet, and for the first time the 
acreage of plantation established exceeded 
5,000 acres for the year, bringing the 
total to about 47,000 acres." 

The. industry is important to many parts 
of the State but two of the largest timber 
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mills •··• in the l\Iaryborough district and as 
till· r~'ult of the very sympathetic trent­
meltt ·'"ivcn by the department, they haYe 
h.cn kept in full ,production tlu·oughout 
the yc·;,_r·, I am hopeful that despite what 
li:ts I·Pr>n said in the report of the Royal 
l'Olllllll'Sion on the Timber IndustrY wiser 
<·OlltHds will prevail. I do not agr~e with 
tile n>mmission 's finding; a large mill like 
tlH'" cannot be picked up and transferred to 
another place. They have been estab­
lishc.d and logs are brought from the forest 
tu their depots. This has enabled better 
('Ouditi<.Jls to prevail in the industry than 
",.,.,. thought possible in this country and 
Letaus,_; of that !'act I hope that wiser 
t·ounsch ,._-ill prc,·ail in respect of the alloca­
tions tn these depots. After the tnlks i 
h:IYt• Le<! with the :'.linister 1 am hopeful 
tltat J,,. will take artion to ena1Jle a <'ontinu­
'"" SI'H'ly of logs to be made to thc.se mills. 
Of comsc. I haYe never agreel1 "·ith the 
l'rinc·iple that sa>Ymills should he ,·et up 
:1 "~·w!Jea' to cut pri.-ate timbers to tlw 
detriment of the State. On the one han<1 
Ill' kn-_ the policy of reforestation for the 
gnmil<.~ of the. logs, but on the other hall'! 
11·c ;Hl' allowing our l1est logs to be 
sl:Jtlgld ''P<l because they belong to pri.-ate 
u nd,.rt:ckings. \V e cannot acquire those logs 
:1s ,, s 'ize areas of land. "'c can see some 
uf o\ir best-kno>Yn hardwoou timbers being 
,]auglJkrccl because Yl·e cannot lav down tlr<lt 
nol.r;,] c shall cut timbn witho1~t a licenst' 
:tlu1 u_-nder a certain girth. 

The mills at Maryborough, which have been 
built up over the last 80 years, should have 
continuity of life and employment for the 
l'l'ople wlw have established their homes in 
the ilisti·ict. Between the hvo mills the 
industry distributes in wages a sum of 
£~.)0.000 a year, and it pays to the 
Sub-Department of Forestry-and it is only 
a small percentage-no less than £58,000 a 
~-ear, and to the Railway Department over 
£80,000 in freights. It can be seen how 
impoTtant this industry is; it can be 
visualised how necessarv it is for it to be 
continued under the best of conditions. The 
industry can be carried on only by the help 
of a sympathetic Government, and the fact is 
that this Government have heen largely 
responsible for the development of the 
inrln~tn in that district. I kno"- it is the 
policy of the Sub-department of Forestry to 
build un the industry in the area so that we 
eau have 30,000,000 ·superficial feet of hard­
wood logs rolling into the mills. That figure 
giYes one an idea of the quantity required to 
maintain the operations of those two mills. 
After we cut out our pine-and we have not 
got much of that left-we shall require a 
greater supply of other wood and we can do 
that only by means of a policy of main­
taining a supply in perpetuity. We have 
recently witnessed the reforestation that is 
taking place at Tuen Creek. It is not a big 
undertaking at present but there will come 
the time when that important area will be 
able to supply a good deal of the softwoods 
required by these mills. The scheme is in its 
infanc.y but £150,000 in wages is being paid 
ont 'tll!lllally. Tt has been difficult to 
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maintain a continuity of supply of timber 
throughout our district because of the 
unfavourable season-the haulers could not 
get into the forest and the logs could not be 
cut. 

Sugar growing in the Maryborough district, 
as in all other sugar-growing areas, forms an 
important part of the economic life of our 
people, as can be gauged by the vast sums of 
money distributed. Even in our small area 
over £300,000 is represented by the sugar 
industry. Thus we can gauge the value to the 
whole State of the Premier's overseas visit. 
As a result of his efforts and the efforts of 
his Government, we have been able to lift the 
circulation of money in the Maryborough 
district alone by a huge sum. Let us hope 
that the efforts made on behalf of the sugaT 
industry will be continued to such an extent 
that we shall have a still greater @irculation 
of money within this State. A good cleal has 
also been done by the Government in the 
rehabilitation of returned soldiers by making 
sugar lands available to them. 

I should like to refer now to the develop­
ment that has taken place in ~onnection with 
regional electricity boards. The Government 
"-ill be spending something like £1,590,000 in 
the >vork of development to Le undertaken b;· 
the regional electricity board that serves my 
district at lfoward. Unfortunately, seasonal 
conditions have delayed the comt'letion of the 
installation of the. plant, but I should like to 
h:n-e reconle.d the contribution t-hat this 
c;o.-ernment han~ made towards this work. 
The Go.-crnment are pro•·iding a subsidy of 
a:l,', per cent., which will make possible the 
establishment of large. undertakings on an 
<'eouomic scale. In addition, the Go.-ernment 
are provilling a /G per cent. subsidy on losses 
sustained in the rural districts. The gentle­
men in the Pederal Government would be 
doing a far brtter job if the~- engaged in 
less ftag·>Ya;-ing nnd grantecl more assistance 
to such undertakings, and thus aided people 
in the outhaek areas. It is a wry good thing 
for ::'\Tinisters of the Federal Go.-ernment to 
come up here and get a first-hand knowledge 
of this State, but it is not so good ~when all 
the1· do is merely make statements to the 
effect that they ,i·ill do all they can to help 
the development of this State by providing 
amenities for people in the outback areas. 
Instead of doing that, they should be pre­
pare(l to make some material contributions 
towards sue h things as the sta bilisa tion of 
electricity tariffs throughout the State. As 
I lun·e said, this Go.-ernment have granted 
a 33 ,', per cent. subsidy to these electricity 
undertakings and a further subsidy to offset 
losses that mav be sustained in rural areas. 
If the Comnionwealth Government would 
grant still another subsidy, a stable flat-mte 
tariff could operate throughout the State, 
>Yhiclt is n ver_y desirable aim. 

As I may not get a chance to mention this 
matter later on, I shonld like to say at this 
stage how pleased I was to get a copy of the 
.Tu hi lee issue of the ''Mining Journal.'' I 
should also like to pay a tribute to the ~finister 
and !:is Llepartmcntai officers on their excellent 
publit·:ttion. Yl·hiclt >Yill be of imnwnse y·alue to 
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even·one associated with the inuustry. It is 
a v~ry good thing to haYe officers \,-110 are 
capable of compiling such a manual as the 
,Jubilee issue, which I regaru as one of the 
finest contributions that ha,·e been made 
towanls further improving the standard of 
the ''::\'lining Journal.'' 

1Ur. )!ORRIS (Mt. Coot-tha) (12.50 
p.m.) : I am very proud to be again asso· 
dated in an expression of loyalty towards 
the King and to pay another h·ibut~C to His 
Excellency the Governor, Sir John Lavarack. 
We in Queensland are particularly fortunate 
to have such a distinguished soldier as our 
.Governor. His contribution to\vards winning 
the '' ar, so recently concluded, was indeed 
:1 Yery great one mitl we should realise that 
to have such a distinguished soldier as our 
Govemor is something of \Yhich \Ye haYe just 
cause to be proud. 

:ilir. Walsll: Your party wanted to 
import a Governor. 

JUr. )!ORRIS: We have always been 
very proud of our Governor, Sir John 
Lavarack, and the interjedor might take a 
lesson from that remark. 

I desire to congratulate you too, Mr. 
Speaker, on your re·eleetion to the high o~ce 
that You hold and I express the sinet>re wish 
tl1at ·you may be restored to health and 
strength in the wry near future. I know 
that your duties are onerous antl it requires 
tl1e v~r;· best of health to carry them out to 
the full. 

'\Vc all listened to the Speech delivered by 
the Gowrnor at the opPning of Parlirrmcnt 
\Yith a areat deal of interest, although 
pprhaps e~ch of us \Yas eoncern~d more "·~th 
matters of intimate interest to hun than \nth 
some of the other things he said. I haYe 
to confess to a dearee of disappointment with 
the Speech, parti~ularly because matters of 
educational value to the State r1id not get 
greater mention than they did. I agree with 
the saying that the training of the future 
citizens of the State is the business of the 
State. I firmly believe that that is true and 
for that reason I propose to discuss several 
important aspects of the er1ucational service 
of this State and first of all to direct atten­
tion to the vexed subject of the scholarship 
examination. I propose to preface my 
n'marks by quoting from a speech that I 
made on the subject back in 1946. I have 
always bt>lieved in the abolition of the 
scholarship examination and the more I see 
of the effect of it, the bad effect of it, the 
more I belieYe that it is a tragedy that we 
should Jag behind the. other States so much 
in this and many other aspects of education 
and I want to make it quite clear that ever 
since I ha\·e been in this House I have always 
advocated the abolition of the scholarship 
examination. I quote now from my speech 
in 1946, which is to be found in Hansard 
Xo. CLXXXVIII at page 103, where I said-

'' The scholarship examinations should 
be abolished, and the sooner the better. 
We must all know of young girls and 
boys who because of the emotional and 

physical changes taking place at that ti;n~ 
of their lives have been unable to gual1fy 
nt that examination although probably 
they have 1Jecn tlle most brilliant in the 
school.'' 

''Their whole future has been ruined by 
that very temporary indisposition :vhich 
prevented their passing that .partl~u~ar 
examination. I believe that pubhc opnuon 
will abolish it very soon. 

:iir. \Yood: r hav-e never known one. 

Mr. MORRIS: The hon. member for 
East Toowoomba states that he has never 
known a brilliant child to fail in the 
scholarship examination. Only a few months 
ago two cases were brought t~ J?Y notice. 
Two children who were as bnlhant prob· 
ably as any in the school that they 
attended, because of physical disabilities 
peculia.r to that age, \Yere unable to pass 
their examination. 

:\Ir. Wood interjc.detl. 

Mr. MORRIS: There is a danger and 1 
urgently desire to have that danger 
removed. 

:\Ir. Moo re: Would you substituh' 
something for the scholarship examination ? 

Mr. MORRIS: Yes, certainly. If the 
hon. member had listened to me very care­
fnllv he \YOu!r1 h:we l1e:ud me suggest the 
"boiition of the seholarship examination 
and the substitution of an internal exam· 
in~tiou and profieiency certificate,. ~y the 
<cn<·lwrs of the pnrtieul:u school. Ihat 1s 
t ;,l' only satisfactory answer. 

:1Ir. \Vood: Open the door, 

~Jr. ~roHRIS: The hon. member wants 
i o kc·ep the door shut. Does he not want 
to l1m r education for the children' That 
is tlH' whole trouble. 1 want to open thp 
door. T ,]o not \ntnt to see this door 
remnin shut ns it lws been for so long an,[ 
T am pleading that the door shall lw 
opened. The sooner the better.'' 

l snicl that back in 1946. and I say it 
n~aiu \YitlJ gTeater emphasis to·day. I feel 
ti1at that tloor should be opened to all thos•• 
<·hilc1ren of thnt age who desire to proceed 
to a com·se of seeoiH1ary er1ucation. 

I would remind the House that probably 
the most famous suTgeon that Australia has 
<'Wr produced, the late Sir Alexand~~ Ma.c­
Cormicl<-he praYed his great abihty m 
many years of practice-failed in. t~e fi~al· 
,-car medical examination nt the Umversity. 
) f the people who believ~ in exarr~inations 
am right, it could be said that Su Alex­
am1er J\TacConnick shonld never have per· 
severed with his medical studies. Howeyer, 
am! fortunately, he did. He was one of 
1 hose fortunate people who were able to sta:· 
"t the University notwithstanding. tl.mt 
failure. He sat for his final examma~IOI~ 
again the following year and he fa1lec, 
ngain. In fact, on no fewer than fiv~ oc~as­
ions he failed to pass his final exammabon, 
yet subsequently he gained his degree, prac­
tised as a doctor and later as a surgeon 
and, as I said, proved himself over the 
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yearH that followed to be one of the out· 
ntanJing surgeons iu the history of A us· 
tralia. That in itself, without any other 
argument, proves that the exclusion of 
n~ucle~ts from proceeding to a higher educa­
twn JUSt. bec~use of their failure to pass an 
examrnatwn IS unsound and that an exam­
ination is not necessarily a good test of 
their ability. · 

The scholarship examination as it exists in 
Queensland is peculiar to Queensland, inas· 
much as this is the only State that excludes 
chilc1ren from secondary education bv this 
means. I disagree witli the system, "firstly, 
because it prevents many thousands of young 
children who are desirous of doing so from 
tontinuing their education. Approximately 
15,000 children in Queensland attain the age 
of H during the school year and of those 
npproximately 8,000-I am speaking in round 
figures only-sit for the scholarship examin­
:1tion, of whom approximately only 6,000 
gain the number of marks necessary to give 
thl'm the much-coveted scholarship. 

The Scholarship system in operation here 
is, I believe, an iniquitous one because it not 
mily excludes thousands of children who 
desire a secondary education, because thev 
have not passed the examination, but it also 
excludes those who are temporarily indisposed 
and are therefore unable to qualify on the 
particular clays of the test. It also imposes 
the vicious system of cramming within the 
school and that is very detrimental because 
the teachers, instead of training the children 
in citizenship, are merely concentrating on 
cramming them with knowledge they will 
require for the scholarship examination but 
which many of them promptly forget as soon 
as the examination is over. Any system of 
cramming, when applied to children, is a had 
one. 

There is also another very major reason 
why the system should be altered. If a child 
nominates for the scholarship and sits for it 
and unfortunately fails to pass that examina­
tion. the child is debarred from the benefits 
of 'apprenticeship in many of the trades 
today. Surely any reasonable man must 
realise that the fact that a child has failed 
in a scholarship examination is no indication 
whatever that he is not suited for a particular 
trade There is a further objection-and I 
believe it is the greatest of all-that if a 
child of wealthy parents sits for the examina­
tion and fails and cannot sit again, he is 
in the fortunate position of being able to 
continue his education. There have been manv 
cases in which such a child has clone so an(l 
l>ecame qualified, passed the Junior public 
examination and the Senior, and then 
attended the University. He has been able 
to do that by virtue of the fact that his 
parents had the money to enable him to 
continue his studies, Take on the other hand 
the unfortunate youngster who is not in that 
i>:lJl]''" position. Take as a realistic example, 
a wHr pensioner who is unable to earn a large 
nmount of money, or even up to the basic 
wage. His youngster fails in the scholar­
ship examination and the parent is not in the 
financial position to pay the fees to enable 

the child to contmue his studies. If the child 
is not able to be apprenticed in a trade he 
may choose, his future is bleak. He starts 
off handicapped in his fight by virtue of a 
system that is obsolete and completely 
unfair-and it is more unfair to the people 
with less money than to those who have more. 
Such a system is a disgrace to any Govern­
ment and I am amazed that this Government 
have continued year after year without the 
courage to face up to this problem of having 
this disadvantage removed. 

Realisino-, as I believe all hon. members do, 
the disacl~antages of the archaic system 
operating in Queensland, let us try to discover 
whether there are \Yays by which the system 
can be improved. I remember when I first 
became a member of this House, over six 
years ago, hearing that the Government had 
promised to raise the school-leaving age of 
Queensland children to 15. I heard of the 
glorious plans they had for improving this 
part of the educational system. The plans 
are still in the pigeon-hole and I am quite 
certain they will remain there and we shall 
not get a more up to date educational system. 
1 believe that if the Government would face 
up to their responsibility and give the children 
their birthright we should have a higher 
school-leaving age and we could put into 
operation the plan about which we have heard 
for years-a plan that will allow a child 
up to the age of 12 years to attend a primary 
school, from 12 years to 15 years a post­
primary school, and from there go to a higher 
secondary education. At least that would be 
one step' forward toward removing the dis­
ability under which children are now labour­
ing. But the Government must admit quite 
frankly and openly that the reason why they 
cannot proceed with the plans for increasing 
the school-leaving age is that they cannot 
get sufficient teachers. We know that is the 
reason, and in this the Government have 
been an abject failure. I intend to refer 
to the loss of teachers later this afternoon, 
but at the moment am endeavouring to show 
that the loss of teachers is a glaring example 
of the failure of this Government. By that 
test alone they stand condemned. If the 
school-leaving age was increase to 15 years 
Queensland would be a little closer to the 
better education that is in operation in 
the southern States and generally in G1·eat 
Britain. There the school-leaving age has 
been raised, but in the State of Queensland, 
barely touched by the ravages of war in 
comparison with Great Britain, they cannot 
put into operation this very desirable scheme. 

However, if the Government fail to put this 
into operation, I ask: are there any other 
means whereby we can approach this problem 
of the children and the scholarship examina­
tion~ I believe there is at least one major 
step that can be taken and taken immediatelY 
-within a week-so that at the end of this 
present year much of the disability would be 
removNl. Hon. members opposite no doubt 
will remember very vividly that aspect of 
the policy speech of the Leader and Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition. I know hon. 
members would be interested in it. It was 
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there suggested that the removal of the com­
pulsory subjects in the scholarship examina­
tion should be implemented straightaway 
:md a:1y child. obtaining a pass of GO pe;. 
eeut., nrespechve of whether in that GO per 
cent. he g~t a vass iu arithmetic or English, 
could quahfy for the scholarship. At least 
that would be a step in the right direction. 
I Yery strongly advocate its implelllentation 
M the end of this :year. 

Then, I say, in conjunction with that there 
-should be a 3-year plan so that an accrediting 
system could be put into operation within our 
l::itate schools. This, coupled with internal 
examinations, would provide the means of 
entr~· inta secondary education for pupils 
qua!rfied or iu the opinion of the teachers in 
the schools qualified to proceed to a sec-ond­
m·~- education. 

I realise that this plan finds 110' favour in 
the minds of the Premier and his deputy 
beeause they have gone to a great deal of 
trouble to underline their belief that the 
i cachers in our schools cannot be trusted to 
put such a scheme into operation satisfac­
torily. :1\o clouht all hon. members will 
remen_1ber that it was suggested by the 
Prenner and the Deputv Premier prior to the 
last election that they· woulcl not lil<e to see 
this power in the hands of tca<ohcrs, Yet 
these are the teachers to whom we are entrust­
ing the teaching of our future citizens. It is 
:m absolute insult to the teachers of our 
,•hildren and I myself have more faith in 
the~n thHll to believe they would stoop to an 
action "·hereby faYouritism could be shown 
:mc1 children could have the opportunity of 
~econdar~- education 11·ho did not i!esen:e it. 

I do not subscribe to the opinion that it is 
•1:mger_011S for children to proceed to higher 
educatwn. Tbe danger lies in the remoya 1 
t:·om even on: child of the opportunit:" for 
lnglwr e<lucabon. If that is tl1e po~sibility 
m our present sYstem the svst<'m should be 
remedied :1nd I 'should prefer to see ten or 
t\ventv d1ilaren prorPed to higher ech1cntion 
\Yithout the full <]lJalifirations ct!Jnn one rl!i]c] 
\Yith them excluded from it. 

I h_elicvc that that should he our appronch 
to. tlus prol_1lem .. I ~ay that the scholnrship 
system as Jt ex1sts m Queensland toclay is 
mere!~, a means by which this Go;-ernment 
reveal their parsimonious attitude to"·nnh 
education in general. I do not believe that 
the 6,000 who can pass of the 8,000 are all 
\\'hO m:P actuallv qualified for entry to higher 
edncatwn. I further believe that the seholar­
ship is used to restrict entrv into secondarv 
eclucation of a certain number of children s'o 
that tl;e Government by a pre-determined 
t1pproxnnate numher of entries into secondary 
e<lucation can keep down their budget fo·r 
Pducation. This miserable, parsin1onious, 
eheese-paring attitude towards education is 
the main reason in the minds of the Govern­
ment for the scholarship system today. 

The question of raising the school-leaving 
agP is wrapped up indirectly with the tragic 
loss of tenchers from our teaching services 
o;-er the past number of years. That there 
hns lwen n .great loss of teachers cnnnot be 
drnied nnd I refer hon. members to an;v of 

tl1e reports furnished hy the 'Director-Geueml 
of Education, copies of wllich are av3ilable 
in the librar;·. ),. study of those report~ over 
the past six or seven years will reveal that 
the Director-Gcnernl himself has been very 
much aware of the urgency of this 1n·oblem. 
He has been very much aware of the increase 
in the number of children year by year and 
the estimated increases in the numbers of 
pupils in tile years to come. He has uncler­
J' ·,;d vcar ;lfter vcRr to this Government the 
urgent necessity- for the taking of steps to 
overcomP this trn,gir Jag in the nmnber of 
tcnchers. But nothing of any real moment has 
heen done and that is what I am complai11ing 
of. Na contribution of anY real consequcnr,~ 
h1s hcen made hy this Go;-ernment to the 
problem of increasing the number of tcachcrs. 

Let us look at the figures relating to the 
losses of teachers over the past ten or clev~n 
years. In 1939 there were 4,384 teachers m 
the service, whilst in 1943 there >vcrc only 
il G07 a loss of 777 teachers over that period. 
I'kndw the reason will be advanced that there 
"·as a war on, but I am probably as aware 
of that fact as anv other hon. member in 
this Chamber. I inn merely gh·ing tlw~e 
figures for rompnratiYe purposes. 

Let us now look at r1etailed figures of the 
number of teachers who left the rriee in 
the Years J940 to J94i. They are-

. ]940 . ]7~ 
1941 19~ 
1942 221) 
]943 ~~· 
1944.. :314 
JM5 370 
] 946 . . 47 J 
] 947 . . 42:~ 

Those figures speal' for tlwmselves. 1 ~ j hen: 
was in n private industrY suth a huge loss of 
trained JWl'somH·I, as tlH'RP teachers nn•. the 
persons responsible for that industr_>· \Youl<l 
,-cry qni<·kl.'· investigate the cause and er~di­
cate it. The Government. however, arc domg 
nothing nt all in that direction, as i-: borne 
out by roontinuecl huge losses of persomwl year 
after vear. J<'or instnnce, the· loss in J949 
was 444. Roughly 10 per cent. nf onr 
teachers :uc leaving the sen·iec en' IT t•:u-. 

:ur. Denies: They are nursing babies 
instead of tenehing babies. 

JUr. lUORRI.S: That is a specious argu­
ment. But. many teachers are leaYing the 
service and going into other avenues of 
employment because of the. conditi_ons at 
present attaching to the teaehmg serncc·. In 
no other section of the Public Service does 
wch grave dissatisfaetion exist n" iu the 
Educntion serdce. I am not retlecting· on 
the present :Vfinister when I say these thing~. 
l.>ecansc he hns not occupied the position Ion:.!; 
enough to show us IYhether he 1vill put any 
major reforms into operation. I 'iilleerely 
l10pe he will, 8Ud I shall ghe him tbc benefit 
of the doubt till I see if he intends to. 

Let us look at some of the reason' \l·hy 
teachers are lea dng the service in sac h p·<·:l t 
numbers. Firstly, wirlesprcad and gr:n·c di>­
satisfaction exists within the department wit lr 
the present inspection system. We ha<· llennl 
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about it before, and I suppose every hon. 
member knmvs that it is a cause of grave 
dissatisfaction among the teachers in our 
schools. Very considerable dissatisfaction 
exists also with the transfer system, with the 
method of cramming under which the teachers 
have to operate, and with the living standards 
imposed on manv teachers outside the metro­
politan area. · 

To make matters worse, the department 
decided to reduce the August holidays from 
two weeks to one, thus preventing many 
teachers serving the State admirably in 
country districts from having a reasonable 
opportunity to get a holiday in the middle of 
the year. I cannot understand why the depart­
ment could not have decided to allow one 
wee~ 's holiday in the first half of the year, 
leavmg the August holidays as they 1vere 
before. That would have put a little bit of 
heart into the administration of the 
department. 

}Ur. Aikens: Typical discrimination 
against the country. 

}[r. JIORRIS: Throughout the educa­
tional service we have Labour discrimination 
not only against the country but also against 
the pe.ople on the lower wage standards. l 
object to that most strenuously and I have 
voiced my objections in this House time after 
time for the past six years, but unfortunlltt'ly 
with no avail. 

I have referred to the loss of teachers in 
the service and I should have liked" to refer 
further to the matter but my time is 
restricted. However, I make the point that I 
do not believe in criticising the department 
unless I have some suggestions to make to 
overcome the problems to which I refer. 
There is a remedy in the hands of the Govern­
ment today. First of all the tenehers are 
dissatisfied with the transfer and inspecting 
system. Much of the dissatisfaction coull1 be 
removed by the adoption of the suggestions 
made hv the. Leader of the Opposition. ?\lr. 
Xicklin, and H1e hon. member for Coorparoo, 
as contained in their policy speech of only a 
few months ago, and that is to exclude the 
teaching service from the jurisdiction of the 
Public Service Commissioner and plnee it 
under a board so that it would be aclmini­
stered with more soul than has been displavecl 
in the past. That alone would be a grand 
contribution towards making the service sntis­
factory and happy; and once the service is 
happy the loss in teaching personnel woulcl 
fall considerably. 

On a previous occasion I referred to the 
system whereby young people entered the 
training centres and were paid £60 a vear 
upon their parents entering- into a bond that 
the trainees would serve the department for 
a certain time. I am not now discussing the 
wisdom of that arrangement but it is 
absolutely ridiculous for the Government to 
stipulate that student teachers shall receive 
about £100 more than the trainees who enter 
the Training College under a bond to serve 
the dep.artment for a period. There is nothing 
that w1ll make tlw ~·om1g students entering 
the Training College more dissatisfied than 

this stupid idea of having such a big dis­
parity in payment between one section and 
the other in the teaching service. The 
Government would be well advised to remove 
the discord that exists in the teaching service. 
If better conditions are provided more 
teachers will be retained and the department 
will be considerably improved. 

On previous occasions I have referred to 
the lack of amenities provided by the depart­
ment. I do not think that even members ol' 
this Parliament realise that school committees 
are required to provide many thing~ at the 
schools if they want them. For mstance, 
they are required to provide the cost of a 
telephone, paper for. scholarship ~~sts and 
other classroom purposes, typewntmg and 
duplicating material. They are a~so respo~­
sible for maintaining the typewnter, dupli­
cator, and other equipment they need for 
school purposes. 

In addition, school committees are also 
requirecl to subsiclise the de~artment ~or the 
follo>Ying requirements :-pwnos, wuel~ss, 
,-isual projectoTs, library books, sew~ng 
JIIDChiues, similar types of plant, and spoTtmg 
materinls. Half tlw east of these must come 
out of the pockets of 11arents of children 
attending the school.. Then the ~epartm~nt 
require's school comm1ttees to prov1de seatmg 
accommoclntion in school grounds, part-cost 
of teunis cOLuts :mll l>:lsl;et-hall courts, 
to maintain school grounds, to be completely 
rrspmudhlc for entting grnss in ~(~hoo1 
gTn~~ntls, nnr1 nn;,'" nnual (l(l(•oration~-;1n,l l 
<·nnld eontimw 1Yith the list. 

The :'.linisteJ·, in answer to a question of mine 
this moruing, failed to admit that th~ depart­
ment requires school committees ~n m:;ny 
eases to proviclc the 1vhole cost of ms.tallmg 
elr<·tric light within schools. I Tece1ved a 
verv enrefullv worclecl ans1ver, which will be 
ftn{ml in '' liansarcl,'' but I want to tell this 
H ousc that nobvithstamling that answer only 
a few <lnys ago I saw a letter from his depart­
uwnt to a sehool committee in answer to a 
request t'or the installation of eleetrieity 
stating it >~·as not the poliey of the depart­
ment to install electric light within schools, 
and that it was to be clone at the committee's 
own eost. That is the gist of the letter, 
\\hirh I sa'" myself. But for the distance. to 
he trnTellerl T ~voulcl have obtained the letter 
today mHl read it to the House. 'J'hc 
:'.Iinistcr 's answer to my question is a 
<lelibcratc attempt to stall a query I raised; 
or clocs it menu that the Minister sees the 
falsity of the previous administration ancl is 
<1eterminell to remove that disadvantage from 
schools 7 I sinrerely hope the latter is the 
answer to that question. I shall kno.,- what 
his real purpose is befOTe ,-ery long, because 
tllf~ schools that previously applied for the 
installation of electricity will, in the light 
of the Minister's ans1Yer, reapply. \Ye shall 
then know the true position. The committees 
I have in mind desire to install visual e'luea­
tion in their schools but they cannot clo so 
unless they proviclc the eost of installing 
electricity first. Thev have asked the 
t :owmment to do that ~vork but the Goveru­
lllcnt have refuserl. I challenge the Gm-ern­
meut to rdnte my statement. One of the 



70 Address in Bepl1,. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

f'c·l!ools I have referred to is LO\Yer Brook­
field and another is Pull en V ale, both of 
whitll are now in my electorate. 

:Ur. Devries: Are they close to the elec­
tric-ity supply lines"? 

Jir. lUOR.RIS: They are so close to the 
~le~tricity supply that the school-house, which 
JS 111 the grounds of the school itself has 
the electricity installed. I do hope, and' I do 
behcvc, that the Minister will not counten­
ance such things if the answer to the ques­
tion st;;tes his policy accurately. I say that 
qunc smcerely and lJelieve that now I have 
poi11ted this out to him he will see that the 
mntter is rectified. 

(Time expired.) 

JI~. WO,OD, (North Toowoomba) (2.45 
p.m.;: H1s Excellency's .Speech contained 
~' resume of the progress of Queensland over 
~he last three years, and gave some insight 
;nto what we may expect to be achievecl 
m t!Je next thr~e. years.. I hope that times 
a,ud world COI~cht10ns w11l be such that this 
(,overnm~nt w:n be ;;ble to proceed without 
mtenuphon with then plans for the further 
c1Pvelopment of this great State of ours. 

I should like to congratulate both the mon•r 
and seconder ~f tl:e Address in Reply on the 
exc-ellent contnbut10ns they have made to the 
debate. Both of these hon. members, the 
hon. member for Haughton and the hon. 
member for \Vintlsor, are decided acquisitions 
to the Parliament of Queensland, they both 
have long and honourable records in the 
Labour Party of this State, and I know that 

all ho:1. me~bers j_oin with me in wishing them 
\YCll m their parliamentary careers. 

Prom my personal point of view, I have 
J,eeu honoured again by being entrusted to 
repreoent the people of North Toowoomba in 
this P:ulian;ent, and it is my hope that my 
work m th:s Assembly and in public life 
generally will be such that I shall he able 
to show that I have merited the confidence 
llJ<tt has been placed in me. 

In His Excellency's Speech mention was 
made of the ti:nes of crisis through which we 
m·e now passmg. Reference to them was 
m3Lde by the Leader of the Opposition also. 
\\ c cr.n approach these times of crisis from 
different viewpoints, but I think this should 
he primarily a time for sober reflection. After 
all, we have to. remember that only five years 
have elapsed smce the war ended. It is dis­
mal to think that less than five years after 
the "ar has ended and before we have signed 
the peace treaties, we are alreadv in the 
shadows of a third "rorld War. Under the 
risk of being misunderstood I must say that 
I think all of us should ho'ld war in abhor­
rence and that e1·ery decent person should do 
all he can to avoid seeing the world plunged 
into n third \Vorld \Var. \Var creates noth­
ihg; it is a great destroyer. No assets are 
produced. Valuablp lives are lost that could 
be used in the development of the land in 
which we live. It prevents the further expan­
sion of our civilisation and culture for which 
we should all strive. Many millions of monev 
:ll'E· expended that could otherwise be directecl 
to normal peace-time activities. 

! <lo not >vant anyone to think that I 
believe HO nation should be prepared for any 
eonfliet that may be impending, but I do 
most vehemently protest against any who 
>YOuhl do anything they could by word or deed 
to fan the flames of approaching war. I feel 
that we should soberly reflect in times of 
criHis and ask ourselves whether there is any­
thing 11·e as legislators or as private citizen~ 
can do to pre,·ent the threatened conflict. 

l am led to these thoughts because I feel 
t·hcre are some. who welcome this spread of 
\I·:<T. L am prompted to this by having read 
a few vree.ks ago in the columns of our 
JH'\Y>papers, particularly the financial 
t·olumn,;, 11-hat appeared to me to be a 
suLtlned air of jubila,tion. We read that if 
a \mrltl war de.-elops, prices for lead and 
tin and onr primary products may be 
expected to soar rapidly. I do not assume 
for Olll' minute that the 1 eoplc proclucing 
thes<' goods have these tl10nghts but there. 
bas l.>ceu such an air of expectancy in some. 
uf the columns of our newspapers that one 
cov l<l not read them 1vithout getting the 
idea that those who had written them were 
hoping that son>e material gain would eome 
to them from the spread of war. 

We listened this morning; to what I may 
l •e pardoned for Haying \vas a lamentably 
m',ak speech by the Leader of the Opposi­
tion. ft >Yas built upon cliches and hack­
m·~·ed phrases typical of the catch-nies 
used throughout the eleetion. I quoted some 
of these "iu the last speech I made, in this 
Chamber. The whole speech from beginning 
to end \\·as built up from these cliches, one 
of 11·hich was • 'our democratic \Yay of life .. ' ' 
l ].elieve c\·erYbody in this Chamber aims at 
1iwintaining (Jemo'craey, he<·ause. democracy 
nppe.als to him, bnt we can get into very 
l!aHgeruus 1vays by using such hackneyed 
!'!<rase,; and building our arguments on 
them. \Ve Australians do not know any 
democratic 1vay of life. There is no Aus­
tralian way of life. There are eight million 
Australians and there are e.ight million 
Australian wavs of life. \Ve cannot take 
mass-produced "life and say we have a demo­
rratic way of life. That is just loose 
thinking and leads to loose arguments. I 
repent that there is no such thing as a 
democratic way of life. in Australia or in 
anv countrv in the world. Eight million 
A~stralians' each lead their individual lives 
and no two lives are. the same; no two ideas 
of democracy are exactly the same. The demo­
cratic way of life of the beef baron is an 
entirelv diffm·ent democratic way of life 
from t'hat of the boundary rider. The demo­
crat·ic way of life of a man who has 
inherited 1vealth and who has never had to 
work is a very different way of life from 
that of a man who has toiled in an under­
paid position ever since he has started work. 
The way in which a healthy man full of vim 
and vitality lives is entirely different from 
that of a man suffering in hospital. I say that 
1ve are basing the whole of our arguments 
on entirely false foundations when we use 
lwekneye.d phrases such as ''the democratic 
1vay of life. '' 
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The whole of the arguments of the Opposi­
tion are built up from these hackneyed phrases, 
which in themselves mean exa~tly nothing. 
ln logic there is a form of reasoning in 
which a false assumption is taken, a<ocepted 
as correct, and then by very brilliant 
reasoning a case is built up. The. conclu­
sions in themselves may seem very convincing 
if we first accept the false assumption on 
which these conclusions are built. 'rhose 
conclusions in logic are called hypothetically 
necessary and that has been the form of argu­
ment used by the Leader of the Opposition. 

It .. 1vas said by Huxley that becoming 
fam1har, a dogma automatically becomes 
right. Notions which for one generation are 
dubious novelties become for the next al>solute 
truths, which it is criminal to deny and a duty 
to uphold. My point is this: 'l'he. Leade.r of 
the Opposition has laid down a false a"sump­
tion that the Labour Party is a twin of 
Communism. He and his supporters have laid 
it down as a dogma and accepted it as being 
automatically right and are building on the 
false assumption conclusions that, as I said 
before, in logic would be labelled hypo­
thetically necessary. 

vVe heard the Leader of the Opposition say 
this morning that the Premier and Treasurer 
of this State both assist Communism and that 
they march side by side with Communists. 
The intention of that hon. gentleman IYns 
obviously to put into the minds of the people 
of Queensland the fact that there is a close 
bond of kinship between the ,~ustralinn 
LalJour Party and the Communist Partv. It 
was only last Wednesday week or last Tlnus­
day we~k that I heard that same hon. gentle· 
man say from his position in this House that 
the same two hon. gentlemen were the arch­
'l'ories of the State. All hon. members heard 
that statement. In view of thnt, where are 
we"? One week the Premier and the Treasurer 
are arch-Tories and the next week theY are 
Communists; how can we place any reiiance 
at all on his argument when we find the line 
of reasoning followed by the Leader of the 
Opposition is so basically unsouml? 

Labour has never at any stage done any­
thing other than wage a bitter and relentless 
fight against Communism. \V e have in this 
House members of the Australian Labour 
Party who have gained personal unpopularity 
i>y going from place to place fighting Com­
munism wherever they can find it. They have 
not waited for Communism to come to them 
hut have gone to Communism and fought it, 
and fought it relentlessly. 'l'here is no need 
for me to name those hon. members. The 
whole ideal of the Australian Labour Party 
is contrary to the ideals of the Communi~t 
Party and the Opposition know very well that 
there is not the slightest affinity bet\Ycen the 
Australian Labour PaTty and the Communist 
Party. vY c do not deny fol' one moment that 
Communism is a very grave problem in Aus­
tralin today; 1~0 mnu in his senses would deny 
that hut, Mr. Deputy Speaker, do not let us 
fall into the mistake of thinking that it is our 
only problem-and that is exactly what the 
Opposition are trying to have us do. They 
are trying to take the minrls of the people 

from the shortcomings of their colleagues m 
the J:''ederal sphere and they are trying to 
whip up a feeling of mass-hysteria by saying 
that the whole of our trouble is Communism. 
It is certainly one of our troubles, and li. will 
be overcome not by the words of thE Oppo­
sition but by the deeds of the Australian 
J~gbour Party within its own organisation. 

It is there that 11·e have the force that will 
deal with Communism. It has shown in the 
past that it can do so :mrl it is still working 
to the same end. 

But do not let us think that is our only 
problem. Let us suppose for a minute that 
ii was possible to eliminate Communism 
cntirel~· fro~m Australia today. It is the hope 
of many that it can be clone, so let us assume 
11·c have reached the stage. where we have no 
more Communists in Australia. Then our 
n1inds will come to our other major prob­
lems, which are being cloaked by the Opposi­
tion in their one-track approach to them. 
J shall refer later on to such things as prices, 
free medicine ancl other matters of grave 

·national importance-matters to which the 
minds of the oTdinary people are being con­
stantly directed in spite of all attempt<~ by 
the Opposition to ta.ke their thoughts away 
and to keep them in the one direction only. 
It. is right that we should fight Communism, 
but it is also right that we should fight all 
injustices-all wrongs-in our con;nnmity 
and that \l"e should not have merely a rme-
track mind. " 

The Leader of the Opposition hacl a goorl 
tleal to say to clay about Labour's stand on 
the onus-of-proof clause in the Communist 
Party Dissolution Bill. After all, no mattel' 
what party we belong to, the principle is th P 

thing, and there are very real reasons 1\·hy 
any person, 110 mattel' who he may be, should 
he praYed guilty and that the onus. should uot 
be placed on him to prove his innocence. 
Somebody far more eloquent than I has had 
something to say on this subject. I refer 
tC' a very well-known Australian writer, Pro­
fessor Walter Murdoeh, of the Western Aus­
tralian University. He is a well-known 
essayist and newspaper contributor and a 
political and social thinker, and I hope I m~ .v 
IJe permitted to read what he had to say in 
the Melbourne ''Herald'' of Saturday, 
:24 .Tune, 1950. 

Professor Waiter Mm·docl1 is a man whose 
rolitical beliefs I do not know, nor do I care, 
but I have alwa.ys read his contributions on 
soeial, economic ·and political questions with 
considerable interest, as also his essays. He 
was asked what he would do with the Com­
nnmists, and this was his ansv:er-

"You seem to assume that I mn not 
myself a Communist .... 

·'vVell, as it happens, your assumption 
js correct. Not even Mr. ::\Ienzies, 1vith all 
his eloquence, has succeeded or will succeed 
in converting me to the Communist faith. 

''I have no doubt whatever that he lws 
already converted some; and I feel cert~jn 
that l1is little Bill will help the Commnm.;t 
cnuse enormously. 
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''But it wiil not conYert me, because I 
!J;n·e an unwavering faith in democracv 
1rlth all its weaknesses and an unw;weriJ~,; 
<!<•testation of all totalitarian forms of 
goYernn1ent. 

''You may have noticed that this column 
seldom or never touches party politics and 
lwnl!y ever says a word about prominent 
pnbhc men, whether by \Yay of praise or of 
/dame. One is so terribly apt to be unjust 
to persons 11'110 are sincerely doing their 
l•est when one happens to disagree with 
them. 

'· Uut I can't forbea1· to >,b·ike one per­
sonal note. I belie,·e llfr. :MenzieR to be far 
too intelligent not to feel very uneasv about 
the comse on whic·h he hns e1;1barkecf at the 
instigation of colleagues much less 'intelli­
gent than himself. · 

''He knows that the ],loocl of martvrs is 
ihe seed of th~ C.hu.rch, now as in the' days 
ot the early Chnstlans. 

·'He knows that in the putting of this 
la\\· mto force. one _stupid man has only to 
make one stup1d nustake to make a martvr 
of one ~nnoce;1t person and public opinion 
ml! S\Ymg nolently against the Govem­
lllf'nt. 

''He must be uncomfortablv aware thnt 
thc• small percentage of eleetoi;s \Yho decirlc 
tl;c is<;ues of an election will forget or for­
gn·e the faults of the previous Govem­
lllt'l!t-ewu its disastrous administration of 
the immigration laws-and reverse their 
votes. 

''The Japanese, we know had their 1vav 
of dealing with political h~retics, accusing 
them of 'dangerous thinking.' Under the 
present proposals anyone can be accuscrl 
of rlangerous thinking and callerl upon to 
prove that l1e doesn't think dangerous 
thoughts. 

' 'How anyone can prove any such thing 
passe< my comprehension. As I have said, 
~ nm not a Comnnu;.ist; but how can I prove 
1U I may be tellmg a lie-the sort of lie 
which is going to become exceeclinglv 
common if the proposed method of deai­
ing· 'Yith Communism is put into prnctice. 

' · The idea of making the accused pm·sou 
]Jl'OYU his innocence instead of making the 
accuser prove the truth of the accusation 
is quite clem·lx repugnant to the British 
iclen-which also happens to he the Aus­
tralia.n idea-of justice, the irlen which is 
tl1c' safeguard of freedom anc1 the basis 
of •1emocrac:F. 

'' \Ve talk of subversive doctrines; 
surelv. if ever there \l·as a sulwersiYe doc­
trine'" this is one. If eYcr there was danger­
ous thinking tilis is dangerous thinking, 
<langprous to tl1e tlemocrac.'· for which 11·e 
"re ;,tridng. Spenking :1s a believer in 
<lemocrncy I dedare l\Tr. ~fenzies. 

"You ask how I-supposing (a wild 
supposition) thct I had the p011·er-1YOulc1 
<lea! with the Communists. I would arrest 
thf'm if thc1· committed a Cl'ime. I \YOulrl 
:11Tf'St them. if thev incited to violence. f 
H'Onld nrrest them' if they interfered with 
the <lefencc of the country 01' betrayer! 
Stnt· secrets to n foreign power. 

''}'or the rest I would let them alone. 
Damning and banning will only strengthen 
them in the long run. 

'':\lost important of all, I would try to 
iemove social injustice and economic injus­
tice anc1 all the conditions that make up 
the soil in \Yhich Communism germinates 
and thrives. 

''I 1vould make dPmocraey attractive. I 
•ronlrl clo everything to prove to all men 
that clemorrac!· can provide a better habita­
tion for the human spirit than any other 
form of goveTnment. 

''This is the positive way; the negative 
\l'av. the \HlY of repression and SJl!·iug and 
a secret police, may be th_e \Yay for Rns: 
sinus, bnt not fur us, w1th tlw love of 
freedom in our hcm-ts and brains.'' 

There is :1 man, whom I believe to be an 
independent observer of a political_probl~m, 
who joined with the Labour Party m saymg 
that the principle was bigger than the matter 
involved. 

After all, we could easily sell our birth­
right if we gave way to pani~ and fell in 
quickly with all these suggestwns that are 
being raised. I do not b~li~ve ~hat through 
this we shall see the ehmmatwn of com­
munism and all its dangers from our land. 
I said before that Communism is a grave 
menace, a very serious problem as all of us 
know but it is not the only trouble confront­
ing rls. If we remove that trouble soon and 
when we remove it, sooner or later the 
attention of the people will increasingly he 
brought to bear on inflation. It is ever­
growing. It benefits nobo_dy, o.r should I snv 
that a few benefit from mfiatwn nn<l '"''11lrl 
not like to see anything come aho:It t:,~;t 
would stop the increasing of money m t~1e1r 
banking accounts. But fortunately I hehe•·e 
those people are few i_n nu':nl•er. '!\~os~ of _n~ 
dislike the growth of mflatwn, bnt 1t 1~ \\'Jth 
us now. 

It is mv belief that to get back to the 
genesis o{ inflation we must hm·k back to 
the daY when the Liberal and Country 
pm·ties ·on a political issue put asic1e the 
ll'e!fare of their ~ountry and advocated the 
11 holition of }'ecleral price-control. 1 am not 
suggesting for a minute that price-con.trol 
:!lone ''"ill rombat· inflation but I do beheve 
from rea cling Fede.ral '' Hansard'' at the 
time that the Libernl and Country Parties 
\Yerc undecided as to the course they 
intended to follow when the refe.rendum was 
lJeing considered but after. mature considera­
tion clecicle.cl to oppposc the proposals the 
'Federal Labour GoYernment made and stage 
a fnll-dreRs election rehearsal. It is my 
('Onsiderecl opinion also that in doing so they 
dirl a Yerv grave disservice to the economy 
of this country beeause ever since, no matter 
how Yaliantly the. States may have attempted 
to eontrol prices, the rnte of the rise has 
ncrderntecl. I ask any hon. member to take 
n walk dmn1 Queen Street, Brisbane, Ruth­
wu Street, Too•\·oomba, or an:r street in his 
t·it,- or to1vn ancl he will discern the same 
thing· happening·. He will discoYer a rapid 
nceeleration of rnices, which is pro1ing n 
hardship to the working men anr1 women of 
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th;s countrv and to the. men and 1Yomen on 
midule ineomes. 'l'hose people the feeling 
the pinch of the spiral rising of articles and 
they do not know where it 1Yill stop. They 
see no sign of interest on the part of the 
Liberal-Country Party Government nor any 
attempt to arrest it. In spite of the solemn 
pledge they gave to the the people of Aus­
tralia prior to 10 December, not one prac­
tical attempt has been made by the Menzies­
Fadden Government to formulate an:· plnn 
to put lmck value into the £1. 

An Op}wsition )Iember: What about the 
Communist Party Dissolution Bill' 

}Ir. WOOD: That is an interjection from 
:1 one-tmck mind. The public of Australia 
1Yi!l be asking soon-,nay, it will be demand­
ing in no lmcertain terms that the Common­
wealth UoYernment honour their pledge. I 
1Yi!l tell the hon. member who has just 
interjected that if by some means every 
Communist in Australia \Yas deported we 
should still be faced with that problem of 
inflation. I am not disputing that Com­
munism may ha1·e some effect-it mav haYc 
a minor effect or a relatively major effect­
but you cannot arrest inflation by that means 
alone. Anyone who says you can has a very 
perfunctory lmowleclge of onr economic 
problems. 

It is not so long ag·o tlrat we saw a sharp 
ri"e in 1Yool prices. Immeuiately there was 
n tenific jump in the price of our suits. 
\\' e can understand that if the. price of wool 
goes up, suitings rmd froeks and that other 
materi~l that incorpmatcs wool must show 
n rise too, but I remain unconvinced that 
there is not some racketeering at· some stage 
along th~' line. Assuming that the aYerage 
price for wool is Gs. a lh.-the price fluf'tu­
ates according to the place and time of the 
sale-manufacturel'S tell me that approxi­
mately 5 lb. of >~~ool, which is a Iihernl 
estimnte, is used in the making of a suit: 
and assuming again that it is to Le of 
average quality, the average cost of the raw 
wool in the suit is about 30s. Let us assume 
it is £2. 

Even then, I cannot see, nor can I be 
f·onvinced, that a rise in price of 1 Os. in 
the cost of raw \Yool should result in an 
increase of £10 in the finished snit-withont 
exploitation. I can understand that there 
will !Je a rise, but I cannot reconcile a 
10s. rise in the vn.Iuc of the wool with a 
£10 rise in the price of the completed pro­
duct. That is what we are getting all along 
the line since. the Liberal-Country Party 
opposed the referendum seeking the reten­
tion of price-control in the Federal power. 

\Ve ''an go to the householder buying his 
l1ee.f. Good luck to the man who wants a 
high price, for his beef, but do not 
let the profit we l'eceive be our only 
need of patriotism. Let us have some 
way by which the householder can 
buy beef at a price he can afford. The 
little butcher who supplies me bought three 
beasts, for which he paid approximately £101. 

\\'hnt dwnce has he of selling that to 1lic 
pnblie at a price that would afford :1 rea­
sonable margin for him and a reasonn hie 
]'l"ieP to the public.? Nobody eomph1ins 
:1 bout the prof1ncer 's getting a return that 
1Yould lw ('Onsidere<1 fair, equitable' nllfl 
re:1sonablc, hnt let us be reasonable uud be 
willing to put the welfare of the c·onntr.v, 
.,ometimes, before that of our own person:d 
nfhautage. It is not always thP pri1nn r\. 
JHo<lucer 1Yho has reaped the benefit. I n';Hl 
last week th:1t in the retail shops in Sydnny 
ornug·es were selling at 6d. each while the 
(;osfo1'fl gT011~ers ref·eived a net return of 
Stl. a ease. Those things cannot happen 
without that exploitation to whieh I "o 
strenuously olljed. 

We had a dissertation from the ConriL'r­
}lnil-appointecl Secretary for Publie fnstr~>Lc· 
tiou. ln the April J Cabinet we !uul tho 
Iron. member for Jl.1t. Coot-tha as our Seerr-
1 n ry for Public Instruction. 

llir. llforris: A good one anyway if you 
had. 

}Ir. WOOD: There, I am afraid, after a 
few )·cars of tpaehing and ome limited 
experience, I lllust disagree mc·st Yiolently. 
Altlwug·h tlrc elections let the i\jJlil J. 
Cn hinet dmrn very badly the hon. mPnthcr 
still makes bimself a self-nppointcd 
:wthority. \\'e hacl the spectncle this morn~ 
ing of the hou. member fJLWting from 
'' Hansarcl' '-remark~ made. by himself three 
n•:ns ago-qnoting himself :1~ ;,a authority. 
I ,.,.as iutcJ·este,] to hear tile quotation 
he<·:1usc 1 lJJn<lc an intcrje~·tion. The inter­
jediun lll' n ad out 1vas diffPrent from the 
nne ment ioner1 lJy him the ]:u;t time he re:!<l 
it. .l\fy interjeetion was simply three 1\'0rt!s, 
'' O]Jen the r1oor.'' I helie\-e that >w should 
gi,~e seconclary-.Sc:hool facilities ~o :1 ':c\ ;nauy 
(·lliiarcn as possible; but lJy the inrlc•!·tion 
oi' his voice when he quoted the \\er;], ·' Op<'ll 
the door" the hon. member nied to C;ast 
doubt on the intention behind mv iJJter­
jeetion. T would afhise him, =,rr.' Ilepnt.r 
1-lpcal<cr, to rear1 that interj<'f:: :(ll1, 11Gr ;rs 
lre reali it out totlay but as he st2te,l l g·"w 
it lr~st tinu:>, and l1e -wjJl iin(1 thnt ;J' 1in 
he is unreliAble in the statements h. brings 
before this House. 

::\11- time is n'ry limited but I would tell 
the ·hon. member for l\It. Coot-tha that 
:1lthongh the party to which lw belongs has 
" lrn bit of farming out subjects-this hon. 
member to deal 1Yith railwaYs and to become­
nu :wthority on that subject and become the 
next ::llinistn for Transpmt and another 
lwn. member to deal with schools and become 
1 he next Secretary for Public Instruction­
in spite of that and in spite of the paroxysms 
of fremy into which they try to work them­
selYcs I hm·e ne1·er seen in historv mn- desire 
or move on the part of the politica( parties 
theY represent to do anything to alleviate 
the er1ucational problem of the uncler­
pri,-ileged child. I cannot belieYe for one 
minute that this new-founc1 enthusiasm of 
the hon. member for Mount Coot-tha rings 
true nnd is an,,·thing more than <'11 <;nergetic 
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attempt to cnrry out the responsibilities of 
the portfolio that has been allotted to him 
by the party to \rhieh he belongs. 

The hon. member hall a deal to say about 
the se holarship examination. Not for one 
minmc uo I admit that that is a perfect 
sfstcm. It has its graYe weaknesses. I haYe 
taught scholarship classes and I haYe three 
l·hildrPH who passed their scholarship exam­
ination. I ],ave seen many hundreds of 
l·hih1ren preparetl for this examination awJ 
in spite of what the hon. member tells us­
that all of us know of brilliant children who 
haYe failed-I have never vet seen one bril­
liant child who failed in:' the scholarship 
examination. I repeat that emphatically. I 
l:ave seen a brilliant child who passed but 
uicl not pass to the standard expected of him. 
I have seen children above average who have 
failed but I tell the hon. member for Mount 
Coot-tha most emphatically that I have nev~r 
seen a brilliant child fail in a scholarslnp 
examination. On the other hand I have seen 
manv children about whose chances the 
teachers were \'Cry doubtful pass, and pass 
\veil. 

lUr. ])I orris: It is a pity you have not 
had more experience. 

:iUr. WOOD: If the hon. member has had 
:20 odd years' teaching experience I will 
how with somP respect to his observations. 
H(n\·ever, ] woull1 tell him that l believe 
that he culls the greater part of his argu­
ments from the columns of the ''Courier­
J'l,f ~il'' and '• Telegraph'' and the editorials 
oi the journal of the union to which l 
he long, the Queensland 'l'eachers' Union. 
The opinion I have expressed as to the 
Scholarship examination has been confirmed 
by responsible officers of the department, and 
responsible teachers. 

During the election campaign the Liber.al 
Fa rty called a meeting of teachers. 'rhey chd 
not go first to the teachers ~nd. say, ''What 
grievances have you! \life w1ll mclucle those 
in our policy speech." No. T~ey first made 
their policy speeches,. launchn:g the most 
trenchant attack on our educatwnal system. 
They then called some teachers together. 
They then sought suggestions from these 
teachers but that was after they had delivered 
their attack and not before. After the 
Leader of the Liberal Party had addresse.d 
this meeting of teachers he was asked for h1s 
short-range policy for overcoming the 
problem of the recruitment of teachers and 
he admitted quite frankly he had none. But 
these people have the temerity to come into 
this Chamber and offer criticism and say the 
Government are doing nothing. I know that 
there is a teaching shortage and also that 
the teachers have done a mighty job in 
coping with it. 

(Time expired). 

3'Ir. WORDSWORTII (Cook) (3.25 p.m.): 
I am proud today to introduce myself as 
the representative of the electorate of Cook, 
which is the most far-northern electorate in 
t],is great State, and I hope in the time at 
my disposal that I shall be able to convince 
the hon. members of this House, without 

e:<aggeration and without prcjudiee, of the 
urgent need for giving mud1 greater atten­
tion to that part of the State. 

The electorate of Cook is unique in uwnJ 
mt,vs. Firstly, it is the only part of (~ueens­
bncl \Yith an eastern and western coast; 
secondly, it is the nearest part of QueeHs­
luucl to the great nations of Asia; thirdly, 
it contains the only island municipality in 
the State. \Yithin that electorate there are 
several councils, beginning with the 'l'hurs­
day Island Town Council, one with insuffi­
cient income to maintain essential services. 
The next is the great Cook local authority 
which has jurisdiction over ·19,000 sqnnre 
miles of Queensland with a population at 
the out~ille of 1,200 people. Next we have 
the Douglas Shire Council, a council entirely 
contained within the Cook electorate, an(l 
we have portion of :M:ulgrave Shire Council, 
and almost half of the Cairns City Council. I 
wish to deal with the problems of the Cook 
electorate, commencing at the North and 
proceeding southwards. Not many Queens­
lnnders are aware of the fact that ThursdaY 
Island is one of the best dollar-earning nrca's 
iu Australia. Almost its entire output of 
jJCarl and trochus shell goes into dollar are;1s. 
I mention this particularly because the resi­
dents of Thursclav Island were evacnated 
during the war. They had to move for war 
1·ensons, and much damage was clone to 
property on the IslaniL At present there is 
a verv great need for building materials 
ancl tl~e relaxation of Governmental controls. 
I sav this at the same time as I mention 
that ·Thursday Island is a great dollar-enrn­
ing area. One of the reasons given for 
all-owing building permits and the issue of 
licenses to the £250,000 Hayman Isbn'l 
Hotel was dollar earnings but Thursday 
Island earns in a year many more ilollars 
than the Hayman Island Hotel is likely to 
earn in 10 vears. I make that point in the 
hope that those in authority will give con­
sic1cration to a relaxation of building con­
trols, thus helping the people of that Island 
to obtain their requirements in building 
materials. They are the farthest away from 
the capital city and the last people served 
with these materials. Thursday Island has 
6~ miles of roadway and approximately only 
three-quarters of a mile is hitumenised. I 
saY that the whole of the 6 ~ miles should 
he. bitumenisecl as soon as possible. 

During the wet season and for a few 
months afterwards there. is a good supply 
of \l·ater nt Thursday Islnnd, but" earh month 
of eavh year, be.:ause of the increasing num­
ber of natives on the Island and the increas­
ing number of aclministrRtive buildings, such 
as' hospitals, for use of the natives, the 
(1emancl for water is becoming greater and 
greater. Some assistance will be required 
in this regard in the near future. 

Travelling south from Thursday Island, 
the next port of call is Iron Range, which has 
an excellent air-strip. It also has some good . 
roads that were built during the war and on 
which the Main Roads Commission is at 
present doing some work. An enormous 
quantity of iron·ore exists at Iron Range. 
Some time ago, after the publication of a 
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letter in a Brisbane newspaper recommending 
that some use should be I made of the iron-ore 
in this area, a Government spokesman said 
that it was not suitable for the manufacture 
of steel. Since then, however, I have seen an 
assay of the steel that was given to a private 
citizen who was a prospector up there many 
years ago, and the information conveyed to 
me was that that ore is eminently suitable 
for the manufacture of steel. I suggest that 
the Government should investigate this matter 
thoroughly and :1 scertain whether this ore is 
snitahle for tlw manufacture of steel. 
Mention has been made of the fact that it is 
hoped to open up the steel industry in Queens· 
land and Bowen has often been mentioned as 
the most logical place for the establishment 
of steel works, because of its port facilities 
and its proximity to supplies of good coking 
coal. If Bowen is a suitable place for the 
establishment of steel works and the iron-ore 
in the Iron Range area is suitable for the 
manufacture of steel, I put it to the hon. 
members that Iron Range is more than 1,000 
miles closer to Bowen than Iron Knob in 
South Australia is to Newcastle, and Iron 
Knob at present supplies Newcastle with its 
iron-ore. 

We next come to Coen of which we often 
hear in the news. For instance, we might 
hear that the people there have not received 
food supplies for two or three months, or we 
might hear that someone has caught a taipan, 
or something of that kind. Every year 
during the wet season the people of Coen are 
cut off from the rest of civilisation, some­
time for as long· as four months. A regular 
air service operates from Cairns on Wednes­
days and Saturdays, but during the wet 
season the air-strip, which is almost as big as 
that at Iron Range, cannot be used, simply 
because it has not been bitumenised. Further­
more, I believe that if Port Stewart was used 
as a port for Coen instead of Annie River, 
ships would be able to make more frequent 
visits during the wet season. The Coen 
district produces a lot of cattle fo1· this State, 
and some very rich gold:fields exist at 
Wenlock. 

We now move down to Cooktown, in which 
place we all should have a historical pride. 
Many years ago Cooktown 's population was 
25,000, who were engaged mainly in winning 
gold from the rich Palmer and other areas. 
However, as soon as all the easy gold went 
Cooktown started to go down. Cooktown is 
not some unpleasant place where no-one would 
like to live. Not many Queenslanders, apart 
from a few in the Far North, have actually 
seen Cooktown. Climatically it is much better 
than many oth~r coastal towns in Queensland, 
because for nme months of the year it is 
kept cool by the trade winds and the other 
three months are the winter months. 

Cooktown, historicnlly, rcminc1s one of 
Captain Cook-he landed there in 1770. 
Cooktown is now getting to the stage, either 
through neglect or for other reasons, at 
11~hich about the only two things that will 
he left in a few years' time will be the 
monument to Captain Cook and the monu­
ment to Mrs. Watson, the heroine of Lizard 
Island. Why is this soW Is the place worth· 
less or untenable~ Let me give a few 

logical reasons why the people haw left 
Cooktown and why they do not go back now. 
'!'he evidence of progressive development in 
nnv area is that married people will go there 
and settle down to rear their children. I 
put it to yon, Mr. Speaker, that no married 
'"an 1vith an;- priclc in his fnmily today, in 
1lt('SC days when work can he got anywhere 
,, ill tnke his famil;' to places like Cooktown 
ol' Laura and endeavour to rear them there. 
l f he needs medi~al attention he must sctHl 
a wireless call to the Cairns aerial amhn­
lance and if it is a midwifery case, that of 
his wife, he cannot get a doctor for the 
purpose. Vi/hen a child of the family reaches 
14 years o£ ng·e nnd the parents have any 
ambition for it. it must be sent away to a, 
secondary school. There are two reasons 
why people will not go to Cooktown, 
I have referred to the lack of adequate 
hospitalisation, to the fact that women 
~tre expected to bear children without medical 
:tssist8nce, and I have referred to the lack 
of ednrationnl facilities. Then there aH' the 
l;ck of IYater supply allil the lack of eL'c­
tririty, all things that we feel >H' arc 
t•ntitle<1 to haw today. 

The Cookto\Yn hospital has been without a. 
<loctor for many months but recently the 
Sccretnn for Health ancl Home Affairs 
<liredetl. thC' Cairns base hospital to make a 
dodor a.-ailablc to the Cooktown hospital 
fol' one day a fortnight. Although that is 
mnch lJetter than no doctor at all, it is still 
far from satisfactory. )J"o doubt the people 
of Cooktown realise that the Cairns base 
htBpital cannot spare a doctor for more than 
on(' day a fortnight but if we cannot get " 
tloctor to live permanently in Cooktown, why 
not increase the medical personnel at the 
Cairns base hospital and so make a doctor 
permanently available for the Cooktown 
hospital for a week, a fortnight or a month 
in rotation~ That would not only enable the 
people to get medical assistance on the spot­
and that often saves lives-but it would 
ensure a medical service to people outside 
Cooktown as well. 

Take the wse of people living at Lama. 
which is on the only bit of railway line iit 
that part of the State. It is a rail-motor 
service these days, one service a week. 1\ o 
doubt it costs the people a lot of money, 1t 
<loes not pay, it does not make a pro:fit, but 
there arc many people producing man~ 
hundreds of thousands of pounds worth of 
beef cattle for this State in that area each 
vear and they would not live there without 
this service. ·They must get their supplies 
there and so the service must not be 
regarded as something to be cut to a min· 
imum because it does not make a pro:fit. 
When a motor launch arrives from Cairns 
at Cooktown with supplies the rail-motor 
leaves next day for Laura. It- stops an hour 
and returns to Cooktown. That is the weekly 
senice to Laura. If anyone from Laura 
wished to see the doctor at the Cooktown 
hospital or to see the dentist-one is now 
availftble in the Cooktown area---;-he would 
have to go to Cooktown on the ra1l-motor 0~1 
Wednesday and remain in Cooktown unhl 
the following Wednesday. 
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That is not an exaggeration. I have seen 
H worked myself. During the election cam­
paign I hired a section car from the Raihvay 
Department to go to Laura. 'l'hat was two 
days after the ;yeeki!· mail service had gone 
t.. Lama. ·when I arrived at Laura I found 
a beef-buyer from the Ayr district who had 
arrind there by the rail-motor a couple of 
days before to make a purchase of cattle. He 
ha cl completed his lmsiness in half a day and 
was compelled to >Ynit at Lam·a until the rail­
motor 'urived at .Laura again the following 
week. He askecl me whether he could travel 
l>ack to Cooktown on my section car 
antl I consented. That is the position in 
1·cganl to that service. I cannot stress too 
stwugly the necessit,1· for rectifying that 
c-ondition as soon as possible, for the several 
reasons I have gin•n. At present it is merely 
n ;yeekly sen·ice to take mails and goods 
hehYeen Cookto-,yn and Lam·a. If the ser­
;-ice was made a bi-weekly one it would 
enable the residents of the hinterland to 
travel to Cooktown alHl possibly proceed to 
Caims for profpssional attention and to trans­
aet husiness. f mngine the distance of the 
r;.ihmy being 61 miles and your being com­
pPlled to spen,[ a v eek, which in most cnses 
is impractiea hle, before being alJle to return 
to your point of embarkation! 

JUr. Foley: There would not be many 
passengers :n·ailing themselves of that senice. 

l'fr. WORDSWORTH: If a bi-weekly 
scTvice was csta blished, I tltink there would 
he. Sometimes an additional service is run 
o..-1\l'n necessary, such as a ballast train or to 
]'H ,. the lengthsmcn. 'l'he officer in charge of 
the rail-motor is more or less a jack-of-all 
tratles. He is the station master, the 
mechanic, the lad porter, rail-motor driver, 
:mcl the general pay clerk. He has his hands 
fnll. I am not cTiticising what he does 
because he gives good service and what he 
does is done to the best of his ability. The 
whole service requires going into thoroughly. 
I ar1mit that the service does not pay but a 
public transport facility does not need to pay 
\d1en it will give a service to the community. 

JUr. Gair: A lot of country lines do not 
pay. 

lUr. WORDSWORTH: There is a great 
possibility of future development along the 
Cooktown-Laura railway; therefore there is a 
possibility of its pa,1·ing. 'l'hat is a matter that 
deserves serious consideration. That area is 
within the Cook shire, which contains 49,000 
square miles, bounded by the east and ;;-est 
('Oasts of Queensland, yet it has a population 
of only 1,200 people. 

We Australians have thrown in our lot 
·with the United Nations. At the present 
time Austmlian service men are serving in 
the United Nations forces against aggres­
sion. We are either a member of the United 
Nations or we are not. vVe cannot have it 
both ways. I believe that after the United 
Nations forces have shown the fmces of 
aggression that they will not be tolerated, 
the power of this great world organisation 
,yill increase tremendously. I put it to hon. 
members that if we are not prepared to do 
what we can \\·ith the country we hold, any 

meml>er of the United Nations will be 
entitled to ask the organisation to allot 
portion of our country to that member if it 
is pro;-ed that the member country making 
such a request is over-populated or underfed. 
The hon. member for North 'l'oowoomba 
lJ noted Professor J'vfurdoch. He reminded me 
of another statement by that learned pro· 
fessor "·hich appeared in one of the prin­
cipal Brisbane newspapers. The question 
asked him "·as-'' what is it that the people 
of Asia want'''! 

His brief answer was this: ''One square 
meal a day.'' If that is all they want, if 
that is ail the people of Asia nee cl to ensure 
us aucl our children a peaceful futuro, we 
eetn do much to help to solve this world prol>­
h-m 01 foocl shortage. 

In the Lam·a area there arc men growing 
tul.Jacco, which has been proved to he at 
ll·~,~t a ... gooll as tobacco _produced in an.~,~ 
other part of Australia. T J,elieve tha: ,, 
the• aid of irrigation-and there are limitccl 
facilities for irrirmtion in that area-perhaps 
:200 settlers could be put in that area growing 
tobaeco. I know that responsible olllc·en of 
t-he Government have examinecl those areas 
aud I believe ;;-e should try to get at least 
:1 couple of t1ozen cxnerimentn 1 farn"' ,,·oin_ 
tl,cre immediately as has been done elsc­
"·l!ere in the State. \Ve are all inclined to 
spend too much time talking a bout an idea. 
\\' e must realise that the sands of tim~ an 
running out and we must do soml'thino·. :'\o 
be.tter peanuts or citrus frnit can be grown 
than are grown in the Endeavour area and 
mueh of it is said to be good ~ngar lan :l as 
"-en. 

I ha;·e referred to the dwindling popul:t­
t.iou of Cooktown and to the reasons for it. 
'rhe prm·ision of amenities for people, such 
as up-to-date hospitalisation, would do much 
to incluee people to remain there. I \'isited 
the Cooktown hospital during the wet weather 
last April. The nursing staff was doing a 
might;- job, but there were tubs and kcro­
SPne tins all over the hospital, in amongst 
the patients' beds, in order to catch the 
''at er that was dripping through the roof. 
The roof is still in the same condition; it 
will not rain for another six months so 
nobody is ;yorrying. 

The Cooktown people have an excellent 
local authority in the Cook Shire Council. 1 
think all those men-and some of them are 
politically opposed to me-are trying to il'> 

the best they can in that area; but they are 
running up against a brick wall of account­
mlc~-. They made representations to the 
Go;-ernment to get a water supply, and the 
department have gone into the matter of 
subsidy and they have worked out that if 
the Government do subsidise the supply 
it ;;-ill cost about £16 per tapita. You llaw 
to get the water to get the people anrl !-on 
cannot get the water because the people have 
not enough money to pay for it. That is a 
ease where a subsidy is more necessary than 
in an;- other area of the State. 

In regard to electric light, I know 1l1'2'otin­
tions ha,·e l>een going on between the FerlPral 
I:epaTtment of Civil Aviation, the Cook Shire 
Council, and the Secretary for Mines 'With a 
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Yie.\\ t<l en a Lling the Cook Shire Coun<:il to 
pur("h'b' from the Dc•pnrtment of Ci,·il Avi" 
tion, 1rhich has a small plant, enough pmn•r 
to giYe a limited supply there. 

Prow Cooktown we get to the Daintree, 
Bailey's Creek and Cape Tribulation. In that 
ana the Department of Public Lands esti­
mates there is 250,000,000 superficial feet of 
marl<cbble timber anu in the past estimates 
nf timber country have been verv conserva­
th·e. It is ver~- difficult to e~timate the 
quantity of tinilJcr on a piece of land. 
Experimee has praYed that sometimes there 
has Leen almost twice as much as was 
thought. Probably there is 500,000,000 super­
ficial feet of marketable timber in that area, 
nnd timber is something we neeu wry greatly. 
There are two srnnnills, oPe at Bloomfield 
-River and one at Cooktown, just erected and 
r1 bout to start production. If there was 
access to Cooktown it would not onlv be 
JlOssible to get that timber out but it \Vould 
strike the first blow towards making people 
really interested in that part of the country. 

The Cook Highway from r::atrns to Cook­
town was planned many years ago. It was 
comtructed as far as Mossman lmt then it 
11·eut to Daintree and has stopped there ever 
since. The chairman of the shire council, 
Councillor Rex, told me the other day that 
when :Mr. Kemp was in charge of the Main 
Hoalls Commission he made an oral promise 
to the chairman of the council that the com­
mission would put an access road into the 
Bailey's Creek area. This is a Yery rich dis­
trict with many thousands of pounds worth 
of marketable timber anu a yerv rid1 soil. 
However, Mr. Kemp went frou{ the Main 
Roads Commission and there is as yet no road 
there. 'l'hc Cook Highway would have gone 
across the Daintree River ancl then to Cook­
town. 

Thr· ~Iulligan Higlmay was gazetted 
nTt'Htly and no doubt will be a great asset. 
It will probably cost much less and be easier 
to construct than the Cook Highway. There 
is another highway under consideration but 
the point I want to make is that we want 
something there quickly. I have here details 
of the Daintree area. Loggers at the Bloom­
field River sawmill, which is between Cook­
town and Daintree, have made certain roads­
c-ertainly not up -to Main Roads standard 
but a lorry or motor-car can travel over 
them-so that at the present time it is 
possible to get a road from Bloomfield River 
to Cooktown, approximately 40-odd miles, by 
the formation and clearing of an area of 
"pproximately 8 miles. The road could be 
put from Bloomfield through Rossville and 
Helenvale to Cooktown. At the other end 
these loggers, or bush Toads, call them as you 
will, come almost back to China Camp, which 
is approximately 25 miles from the Daintrec 
River. I am informed that the Douglas Shire 
Council would undertake to put that road in 
from Daintree to China Camp if encouraged 
b;· the Main Roads Commission so to do, 
"-hich means that all the road that is needed 
at the present time is 33 miles to get access 
to Cooktown from Cairns. It would not be a 
first-class road but it would be a road, and 
once there is a road it can always be 

impro1·cd. t:ntil there is a road there is 
nothiug. That road would have much value; 
roads wch as the Rex and Mulligan Highways 
will do much in assisting in elm-eloping that 
part of Queensland. 

:Mossman is one of the most prosperous 
sugar tmYns of the North and is the northern­
most sugar area in Queensland. It has never 
been more prosperous than it is today, but 
statistics show that it is losing its popula· 
tiou, au(l the reason is the lack of educa­
tiou[tl facilities. Once a child becomes of 
scholarship age its parents have either to be 
willing to let it leave school and get a job 
i1, the district-and this applies more particu­
larlY to those who are not educated for Junior 
or i1igher stanclard-or for the parents to get 
out of the district anu live elsewhere. The 
HearP'it tom1 providing seconuary schooling 
is Cairus, 50 miles away. The typical family 
cannot afford the expense of boarding child­
ren away from home, nn<.l I propose to give 
mt instance to prove this. A gentleman of 
;\Ios,mau approached me the other day to 
knOll- \Yhether I knew if there was a certain 
type of job available in Cairns. This man is 
m: excellent citizen, and has a wife and five 
r hildren, one of the children going to a board­
ing se hool in Brisbane. It is the limit of his 
ability ~o send one child to a boarding school. 
He has another child requiring secondary 
c><1ncation Lut he cannot afford to send this 
clJild :ma~· from home, and he wishes to move 
to some place where there is a secondar~' 
school. If he and his family move they will 
probabl_l' be replaced by a single man or a 
married man \Yithont children or a manied 
man 1Yith small children, and thus Mossman 
"-ill hnxe lost in one family a population 
of five. That is how it happens. 'l'he Moss­
man Chamber of Commerce has advocated for 
man.'' .''ears the estn hlishment of a high school 
top at this town. There are high school tops 
at smaller towns than Mossman and I hope 
I have said sufficient to establish the need for 
a high school at Mossman. 

Port Douglas is the port for sugar from 
the Mossman mill. It is a trans-shipment port 
and has 1Yonderful potentialities, the tourist 
business being not the least of them. It is 
close to the Barrier Reef and has a beach 
on which one can motor at 100 miles an hour 
if he cares to. It is close to many excel­
lent resources. The people of Port Douglas 
are progressively inclined and believe that 
if these access roa.ds of which I have spoken 
nre put into the scrub near to Mossman 
nt Baile;' 's Creek and Cape Tribulation and 
similar places that Port Douglas will become 
a timber port. There is a possibility also 
of the establishment of one or more sawmills, 
and also a factory to prefabricate houses of 
which this country will require hundreds of 
thousands in the future. 

Getting back to Bailey's Creek and Cape 
Tribulation we have to keep in mind the 
starving people of the world. If we supply 
them with food they will give us something in 
return. That is the way of trade. Rice 
has recently been grown at Bailey's Creek 
without irrigation and without aiel from any­
body. They have not been experimenting with 
the growing of rice because they know that 
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Tiee can be grown there. Rice can be grown 
almost anywhere in that area, and it was 
grown in that part of North Queensland long 
before I was born and only ceased to be 
grown when it became possible 40 or 50 years 
ago to import Chinese rice for a fraction of 
a penny a lb. The reason for the cessation 
of the growing of rice then became obvious. 
1f this ilistrict will grow rice without irriga­
tion, as it is doing at present, it is our duty 
to open up as much of it :;ts possible. 

I have refrained from mentioning sugar­
growing, but we believe that if the Royal 
Commission on the Sugar Industry decides 
in its wisdom to recommend the erection of 
more sugar mills in Queensland and takes the 
view that it is necessary to populate the 
undeveloped parts of North Queensland, the 
area selected for the erection of a mill will 
be somewhere. between Mossman and Cook­
town. That is all I haYe to say about that. 
T'he matter is in the hands of much more 
~apable men than I, and that is \Yhy I have 
not stressed sugar-growing. 

I have not very much time left to deal with 
mv home town of Cairns. The Cook electorate 
embraces part of the city of Cairns and 
included in that area is the Cairns base 
hospital. Although that hospital renders a 
wonderful service to the community, it is a 
monument to the lack of foresight of many 
people who have been connected with it over 
the last 20 or 30 years. I am referring now 
to the building programme. In the pas1 
someone has said, "We will have a ward 
here,'' and it has been put there. Someone 
else has said, ''We will have new nurses' 
quarters here,'' and in a few years' time 
they have been too small. The Department 
of Health and Home Affairs is at present 
endeavouring to do something about this big 
hospital, which is of such vital importance 
not only to Cairns, but to the whole of the 
Cape York peninsula. I unc1erstmul that the 
present plans envisage the resumption of 
part of a street and two properties and the 
demolition of a large brick cottage that was 
erected for the medical officer more than two 
years ago but has been occupied for only 
twelve months. That will mean a colossal 
waste in these days of building shortages, and 
I suggest that the time has arrived when 
consideration should be given to :finding a 
new site altogether and putting in founda­
tions for a building that can subsequen+.ly he 
enlarged. The old hospital building could 
then be used for another purpose. What could 
it be used for~ I have one suggestion to 
offer. We have been crying out for some 
years for a university college in the Far 
North, and Cairns would be an admirable 
place for a university college. Within a 
radius of 50 miles from Cairns there is a 
population of 57,000 people. It is only 8 
hours from Townsville by~. rail, 6 hours by 
road, and H hours by air. I suggest that 
if it was decided to build a new hospital in 
Cairns, the present hospital building would be 
eminently suitable for a far-northern univer­
sity college and perhaps a students' hostel. 

Honourable ])!embers: Hear, hear! 
Debate, on motion of Mr. Larcombe, 

adjourned. 
The House adjourned at 4.5 p.m. 

Questions. 




