Queensland

Parliamentary Debates
[Hansard]
Legislative Assembly

TUESDAY, 15 NOVEMBER 1949

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy



1562

Liquid Fuel Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

TUESDAY, 15 NOVEMBER, 1948.

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. 8. J. Brassington,
Fortitude Valley) took the chair at 11 a.m.

LIQUID FUEL BILL.
Agsent reported by Mr, Speaker.

QUESTIONS.
CeMENT STORED AT ‘‘EvVENTIDE.’’

Mr. H. B, TAYLOR (Hamilton), for Mr.
DECKER (Sandgate), asked the Secretary
for Health and Home Affairs—

‘‘Is it possible on account of the general
shortage of cement to make portion of the
shipment stored at ‘Eventide,” Sandgate,
available for general public use$’’

Hon. H. H. COLLINS (Cook—Secretary
for Agriculture and Stock), for Hon. A.
JONES (Charters Towers), replied—

““The cement is required for hospital
and institutional works.”’

TRANSFER OF GOLDEN CASKET AGENCIES.

Mr. KEBRR (Oxley) asked the Attormey-
General—

““In view of the frequent advertisements
in the daily Press where advertisers offer
their businesses for sale with a Golden Cas-
ket agency, have restrictions in this regard
been lifted or has there been any varia-
tion in any way under certain conditions,
whereby the department will allow trans-
fers of an agency upon sale? If so, will
he set out briefly the position??’

Hon. &, H. DEVRIES (Gregory)
replied
‘“There has been no variation in the
proeedure adopted by the Casket manage-
ment over twelve years ago. Under the Aet
agencies may not be assigned. On appoint-
ment an agent is required to acknowledge
the following terms:—

‘There is no goodwill in such appoint-
ment, such goodwill belonging to the
Golden Casket Art Union. The granting
of an agency does not give you the right
to transfer same to your successor, or
any person or persons succeeding you in
business. If an agent disposes of his
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pusiness the agency is automatically
eancelled, and if it is found necessary
to appoint a successor, the claims of
other applicants in the vicinity will be
considered at the same time as the pur-
chaser of the business of the agent who
has sold out.’
¢“When a holder of an agency notifies the
Casket Office that he has disposed of his
‘business the agency is automatically can-
eelled, and the purchaser of the business
may make application to have the agency
granted to him. The application is con-
sidered on its merits. The Brishane news-
papers have been advised by the Cagket
Office that Casket agencies cannot be sold.”’

1.0CAL AUTHORITY BY-BrLrEcTION: KURILPA.

Mr. INGRAM (Keppel), without notice,
asked the Secretary for Public Works, Hous-
ing and Local Government—

¢¢Cgn he give the House the result of the
Kurilpa by-election?’’

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona) replied—

¢¢Ves. Having opened the eampaign on
behalf of Labour’s candidate, Mr. Colin
Bennett, I naturally was keen to know the
result of the by-election, which was eonveyed
to me at Roma on Saturday night.

‘1 was exceedingly pleased to hear of
the magnificent vote for Labour and its
crushing defeat, as it was described by the
¢Courier-Mail,” of the C.M.O. candidate.

¢‘The majority for the Labour candidate
is at present 1,201 compared with the
majority for Alderman Moores of 345 in
May last, and it is anticipated by Labour’s
organisers that when the final figures are
released at 1 p.m. today the majority will
be further increased.’’

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on the

table:—

Regulations under the State Development
and Public Works Organisation Aects,
1938 to 1940 (3 November).

Orders in Council under—

The Landlord and Tenant Aects, 1948 to
1949 (10 November).

The Aliens Aect, 1867 to 1948
November).

(10

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.

Preview orF Fium, ‘‘Sons or MarrHEW.’’

Hon., V. €. GAIR (South Brisbane—
Acting Premier), by leave: I desire to inform
the House that Greater Union Theatres Pty.
Ltd. and TUniversal International Pictures
have generously offered to afford members of
this Parlisment an opportunity of witnessing
a special screeming of the Australian film
‘“Sons of Matthew.”” By courtesy of Mr.
Speaker, arrangements have been made for
this special sereening to be held in the Legis-
lative Council Chamber at 7 o’clock on Wed-
nesday, 16 November.
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Hon. members are no doubt aware that
““Sons of Matthew’’ was substantially pro-
duced in Queensland and consequently this
film is of particular interest to this State. It
is also interesting to hon. members, I am
sure, to know that the producer of the film,
Mr. Charles Chauvel, is  a Queenslander.
With a view to encouraging the production of
films in Queensland and recognising that the
film, which has been made in some of the
best scenic spots in Queensland, would help
greatly in advertising Queensland in other
parts of Awustralia and the world, the Gov-
ernment gave both financial and other help
in the production of this film. I trust hon.
members will avail themselves of this oppor-
tunity of witnessing the special screening,
and I would add that it is understood that
this ig the first time & special sereening of a
film has been arranged in any State Parlia-
ment House in Australia. Therefore, the
occasion can be regarded as unique.

Mr. Hiley: Do you know the length of
the programme?

Mr. GAIR: I could not say exactly,
llzut I can find out and let the hon. member
now. )

Owing to the limited accommodation, invi-
tation is limited, of course, to members of
Parliament and as many of the staff who can
be accommodated.

SEWERAGE, WATER SUPPLY, AND
GASFITTING BILL.

INITIATION.

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona—Secretary
for Publiec Works, Housing and Local
Government) : I move—

_‘‘That the House will, at its present

gitting, resolve itself into a Committee of

the Whole to consider of the desirableness
of introdueing a Bill to provide standard
by-laws for local authorities in relation to
sewerage and water supply and to make
provision for the preparation of standard
by-laws in relation to gasfitting; to provide
for the constitution of a board for the
examination and licensing of plumbers and
drainers and, upon the preparation of
standard by-laws in relation to gasfitting,
of gasfitters; and for these objects to
amend the Local Government Aects, 1936 to

1049, and the Health Aets, 1937 to 1948,

each in certain particulars.”’

Motion agreed to.

COAL MINING ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.

INTTIATION IN COMMITTEE.

(The Chairman of .Committees, Mr. Mann,
Brisbane, in the chair.)

Hon. W. M, MOORE (Merthyr—Secretary
for Mines and Immigration) (1118 am.):
I move—

““That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Coal Mining Aects,

1925 to 1948, in certain particulars.’’
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This is a very simple measure containing
amendments to the Aects in two particulars
only. The first amendment is to inerease the
number of check inspectors from two to three,
to enable them to exercise their powers
individually, and the second is to extend the
date for the installation of electric safety
lamps from 9 December, 1948, to 31 March,
1950. No new principle is involved.

Mr, Brand: Is it because you cannot get
safety lamps?

Mr. MOORE: That is the second amend-
ment. The increase in check inspectors from
two to three is required as it has been found
impossible for twe check inspectors to cover
efficiently all the mines in Queensland.

The Mines Regulation Acts, governing
metalliferous mining, have for many years
contained provision for the appointment of
check ingpectors. The Government have met
the remuneration and travelling expenses of
three persons elected by the union. In 1938,
section 70 of the Coal Mining Acts Amend-
ment Act extended the principle to coal-
mining but only two check inpectors were
provided for, to be elected by ballot of the
uynion, and it was set out that persons
elected must be qualified as deputies or
higher. This section empowers the miners
employed at a mine to appoint two persons
chosen from their number to inspect jointly
that mine and all workings and appliances
there.

Recently a legal contention was raised that
check inspectors under Section 70A had
jurisdiction only when inspeeting and acting
together, which is the ecase of miners’
inspectors appointed under Section 70. The
amendment clarifies the position and enables
check inspectors to exercise their powers
individually. The Government pay rail fares,
salary and travelling expenses of two check
inspectors. The third check inspector holds
the position of State president of the union
and is paid by the union for that office. The
-Government also pay daily wages lost by the
individual miners at various mines whilgt
accompanying a miners’ check inspector.

I come now to the subject of electric
safety lamps. Till December, 1947, the use of
electric safety lamps underground in coal-
mines was not generally compulsory. Only
in certain specified conditions were naked
lights prohibited and electrie safety lights
compulsory. In December 1947 the Coal
Mining Aects and rules thersunder were
extensively revised and modernised and the
rule dealing with lighting was amended to
provide that after 9 Jumne, 1948, only electric
safety lamps should be used underground.

However, the Minister was empowered
at his diseretion to grant extensions
up to 9th December, 1949. The BRBill
now gives the Minigter power to grant
an extension up to 31 March, 1950, the

reason being that at the time of the proposed
change only American electric lamps
and American charging and maintenance
equipment could be obtained. English lamps
were virtually unknown and there was only
one type that could be considered satis-
factory. The dollar situation complicated
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matters, and so American lamps beeame
unavailable. It was necessary to look round

for English lamps. We got in touch with local
agents and arrangements were made for
samples to be obtained. Then demonstrations
had to be made and contracts entered into
with firmg in the Old Country. Then arrange-
ments were made with Australian firms to
help in supplying necessary equipment. The
lamps have been tested and the orders for
them lodged but it has not been possible to
got sufficient to implement the Aect by the
given date. The amendment will permit the
Minister to use his diseretion by  extending
the period up to and including 31 March,
1950. We are assured by the contractors
that a sufficient supply will be available by
that date.

Mr. Brand: What if there
sufficient supply of lamps then?

Mr. MOORE: I am assured that a
gufficient quantity will be available by that
date. On the second reading I will give hon.
members the information I have regarding
them. ’

Mr. PLUNKETT (Albert) (11.26 am.:
When this legislation was being considered
in 1947 the Opposition drew attention to the
difficulty of getting these electric safety
lamps by the given date. The doubts they
expressed then were obviously very sound
because this Bill seeks to extend the date
for their installation.

I cannot for the life of me understand
why the Minister cannot go a little further
than he proposes. The Bl proposes to
extend the time only from 9 December to
31 March next, notwithstanding that the
original legislation was passed in 1947 and
it has not yet been implemented because of
the shortage of equipment. I suggest that
the date should be postponed from 21 March
to 30 June. When we propose to adopt
compulsion in the provision of safety devices
we must make the legislation a little more
elastic. The wisdom of that course has
already been proved but this Bill makes it
mandatory that the lamps must be provided
by 31 March next. What is going to happen
if the shortage still exists on that date? The
Government will not have power to extend
the date. Safety lamps should be installed
in all underground workings to make the
conditions for the men as good and asafe as
possible. That is only fair. I should like to
know from the Minister what will happen if
the safety lamps are not available on 31
March next. -

is not a

The proposal to eclothe cheek inspectors
with individual power is a very wise one.
If a check inspector has the necessary
qualifications, it is not neeessary for him to
have the help of another officer in making
a decision. That merely leads to the dupli-
cation of work.

I see no great reason why this Bill should
not be approved but the Minister should give
heed to my suggestion to extend the time
for the provision of safety lamps to 30 June,
1650, in order to provide for eventualities.
The Opposition have no other objection to
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the Bill. It is necessary, as we said on a
previous oceasion, and the Bill will be help-
ful to the men whose work takes them under-
ground.

Mr. BRAND (Isis) (1130 am.): I am
wery disappointed with the Bill as outlined
by the Minister. Omne would think, in view
of the very acute coal problem, that the
Government would bring down a Bill that
would bhave some substance in it and give
the people some lead. Instead of that we
have a repetition of some of the mistakes the
Government made two years ago. Parliament
is now engaged in discussing an amendment
to legislation because the Government refused
to acecept amendments from the Opposition
when the original legislation was being con-
sidered. We have a State that abounds in
coal resources; our coal potential is one of
the largest in the world; yet we are com-
tinually faced with the shortage of coal,
and the Government will not bring down legis-
lation that will create confidence in the people
who are developing industry by assuring them
of all the ceoal they require. We have this
twopenny-half-penny Bill, to which the hon.
member for Albert says there can be no objee-
tion, because we have already agreed to the
principle some time ago.

Mr. Moore: You are differing from him.

Mr. BREAND: I want the hon. gentleman
to bring down something worth while—
something that will assure the industry of
development and assure the people engaged
in industry that they will have a plentiful
supply of coal. Labour Governments will
not meet the position. It iz a great pity
that they will not adopt suggestions that may
be offered to them, and thus obviate the
necessity of bringing down amendments to
legislation some time afferwards,

The Bill seeks to extend the time for ingtal-
ling safety lamps. What will happen if they
are still not procurable at the expiration of
the time laid down in the Bill? Tt is all
very well for the Minister to say that on the
second reading he will give the House full
information as to the availability of these
electric lamps. He could go so far as to
amend the Aet in such a way that it could
be preclaimed by Order in Couneil, so as to
assure the industry that it will have ample
time in which to procure the lamps. I sym-
pathise with the people who are endeavouring
to produce coal in this country, and the diff-
culties they encounter time and time again
through the actions of the Labour Govern-
ment in not making it easier for them to
produce the coal we require.

Mr, FARRELL (Maryborough) (11.34
a.m.): There was a time when the hon.
member for Isis had a very good knowledge
of the mining industry, but since he changed
his electorate he has lost touch with it, other-
wise he would know of some of the improve-
ments that have been made in it,

In my distriet we have seen the progres-
sive stages of improvement to lighting in
coal-mines. We have progressed from the
days of the tallow-oil and wick lamps to
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the carbide-gas lamps and later to the electrie
head lamp. The Miners’ Federation agreed
that the eleetrie-light lamp is the best type to
pe used by coal-miners working on the face.
It enables them to protect themselves from
the dangerous nature of their work. Some houn.
members may not know, but a miner at the
face works on a board about 6 yards in
width. There is a roadway 5 feet wide and
the balance of the coal face is called the gob,
into which the brushing and stone from the
seam is deposited for road protection.

Sinee the Act was brought into operation
mine-owners have encountered considerable
difficulty in getting the preseribed lamps to
be used by the miners and the intention of
this amending Bill is to extend the pre-
seribed time for doing to the date men-
tioned by the Minister.

Mr. Brand: We agree with that.

Mr. FARRELL: 1 think everybody
agrees with that. TUnder the terms of the
Act the necessity to provide electric lamps
for the miners means that there will not be
the danger that there was formerly met with
in running the roads. No matter how good
a road may be—there is always the danger
that a bad wagon will throw the rake off the
road and the rope runner, unless be is sup-
plied with a good head lamp, finds himself in
great difficulties, so that a smash may oceur.
Vast improvements have been brought about
in this respeet in coalmines, especially in the
short period in which the Coal Board has
been operating, yet the hon. member for Isis
says there has been no improvement in rela-
tion to the production of coal.

Mr, Brand: I never said anything of the
sort.

Mr. FARRELL: Of course the hon. mem-
ber did. The hon. member said that he
expected that the Bill would have contained
provisions that would bring about an increase
in the production of coal. Here I might men-
tion that the produection of coal in the Mary-
borough district is the highest per man that
it has ever been. This is the result very
largely of the improvements now being
installed. I objeet to the Opposition’s
always trying to put the blame on the miner
for the production of coal and for the
troubles that occur in the mining industry,
instead of putting the blame onto the owners,
where it mostly belongs. In the first place
a Bill was passed in this House some time
ago having for one of its objects the instal-
lation of points, or iron turntables where that
was not possible but trouble has been experi-
enced in getting the mine-owners to install
them., That is an improvement that is
gradually building up production of ecal. In
the second place for how long has the Miners’
Federation asked for the installation of power
borers in coal-mines? Some of the mines in
my distriet have had power borers installed
in them and the result is the men are produc-
ing more coal because they can devote more of
their time to working on the coal face. Power
borers should be employed universally espec-
jally to drill holes on coal faces or in the
brushing, instead of relying on the hand borer,
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These are some of the
are gradually Deing

as in the old days.
improvements that
effected.

The purpose of the other amendment is to
provide for another check ingpector on coal-
fields. The Miners’ Federation hag thought
for a long time that more inspectors are
necessary to ensure that the safety and work-
ing conditions of the Act are carried out.

The small amendments introduced today
will meet with the approval of not only the
general public but also all the men engaged
in that most onerous of oceupations, the
winning of coal. They will tend to create
greater confidence amongst the workers in the
industry.

Mr. KERR (Oxley) (11.41 am.): These
are both very worthy amendments. We all
appreciate the fact that the safety of the
miner in any working should be our pre-
dominant consideration and every facility
that ean be utilised or improvised to ensure
that safety to the miner will always receive
the ardent support of this side of the Com-
mittee.

Many types of lamps have been tried and
I can understand that the dollar position has
had something to do with the difficulty of
importing American lamps. I am glad to
hear the Minister say that arrangements have
been made, which he will disclose on the
second reading, for an ample supply of lamps
to be imported from England, and I ghall
await that explanation, because there might
still be difficulty in getting sufficient lamps
by 31 March. It is essential that every
facility be given to check inmspectors to see
that the law is carried out in its entirety.
We approve of the extension of the time with-
in which the lamps must be installed, and
under the circumstances the Minigter is justi-
fied in asking us to consent to the proposed
amendments, =

Mr. BRAND (Isis) (11.43 a.m.):I cannot
allow the hon. member for Maryborough to
misrepresent what I said. No-one on this side
is endeavouring to blame the miners for the
faet that electric lights are not procurable.
We are blaming the Government for that.
The Coal Mining Act of 1947 provided that
these lights shall be installed within gix
months of the passing of the Aet. It also
allowed extensions to be granted for periods
up to a maximum of two years, ending 9
December of this year. The Opposition
pointed out at that time that it was the
Government’s responsibility to see that lights
were available for installation by the owners.
They have fallen down on their job in that
respect and we do not want them to do it
again.

Mr. Moore: Are you charging the Gov-
ernment with failing to go to England and
acquiring these lights?

Mr. BRAND: I have told the Minister
what I am charging him with, that is, not
taking an interest in the matter and seeing
that the lights were obtained. It is the
Government’s job to get them into the
country. In his policy speech last night the
Prime Minister featured coal and said that
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he wants to help the Queengland Government
to get coal. Evidently he believes that that
Government have fallen down on their job.
I have suggested this morning, quite seri-
ously, that it may take a little longer to
get these lamps than the Minister expeets.
and the hon. gentleman now has it within his
power to extend the period.

Mr. Moore: The extension of the period
would not bring a lamp to Australia any
soomner.

Mr. BRAND: And if lamps are unpro-
curable at 31 March next what will happen?
Parliament will not be sitting at the time
and the Minister will not have the power to
extend the time. It is suggested that he take
the power of extension mow. If he can get
the lamps by the end of December next there
will be no need to extend the period any
further. We want to make sure that the
lamps are got and it is the Government’s job
to see that they are.

Mr. DONALD (Bremer) (11.47 am.): It
was rather amusing to hear the conflict of
opinion between the hon. member for Albert
and the hon. member for Isis. The first-
named member advocates the extension of
time to the end of June to give the offend-
ing owners a chance to meet the requirements
of the Act. The hon. member for Isis, on
the other hand, blames the Government for
neglect in not having the lamps

. Mr. Brand: Not seeing that they were
ere.

Mr. DONALD: Well, for not seeing that
the lamps are in the State so that owners
can get them. If anybody is to blame for
the faet that the lamps are not here, the
burden should not be placed on the shoul-
ders of the Government but on the shoulders of

the colliery proprietors. :
Mr. Brand: No.

Mr. DONALD: I say yes. If the hon.
member tock the trouble to inquire of the
wholesale merchants he would find out that
what I am saying is correct. He cannot blame
the Government and I do not think any blame
can be laid at the door of the wholesale mer-
chants. There have been requests from certain
colliery proprietors to - wholesalers or the
people supplying these lamps to give them
letters saying that they had placed their
orders many months ago and that they have
not been able to supply them.

A number of different types of electrie
safety lamps are available to people who want
them. Perhaps the Bdison is the most popu-
lar, followed closely by the Ceag and them
the Nise and the Oldham Wheat. The
last-named has a lead acid battery whereas the
others have alkaline batteries. The lead acid-
battery type is popular in the United King-
dom whereas the alkaline types are more
popular in Australia and America. I do
not think the hon. member for Isis is ecorrect
in laying any blame at the door of the Gov-
ernment because the department has done all
that was possible to see that the lamps were
brought here. There are circumstances over
whieh we have no control that can often give
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rise to the reports concerning the slowness of
the lamps in eoming to hand. It was pleas-
ing to have the Minister’s agsurance that the
lights will be in sufficient number to go into
mines by the end of March next.

An additional check inspector is to be
appointed. It is just as well that hon. mem-
bers should know what a check inspeetor is.
He is not a Government offieial. The Govern-
ment have their own mine inspectors. The
check inspector is a person chosen by the
miners themselves by seeret ballot of all the
members condueted in a proper way. Their
duty is to make an inspection of the pits in
company with the loeal mines inspeetors. The
payment of check inspectors by the Govern-
ment has been enjoyed by the metalliferous
wining industry for many years in accordance
with the Mining Aet. Up to 1938 in the ecoal-
mining industry the miners carried the whole
of the burden of costs themselves. Previously
it was thought that it would be better not
to lean on the Government in thig respect but
in 1938 the majority of the members of the
union thought otherwise. There has been
no interference at all by the Government or
the officials of the Department of Mines in
the work of the check inspectors. -

The appointment of an additional check
ingpeetor will mean that additional echecks
will be made and there will be greater
opportunity for checking the ingpections made
by Government inspectors. It will be useful
in that way. Cheek inspectors have been
regponsible for obviating a number of acei-
dents and helping the Government inspectors
;n making working conditions safer at the
ace.

Both the amendments will help to inerease
productivify and will make for safer working
conditions. We all want to see greater pro-
duetion and I take it that is what the hon.
member for Isis also wants. If we can get
the things we are asking for we can increase
production still further. The use of power-
borers has not been gemeral up to date but
there has been a big inerease in production in
the collieries where they have been introduced.
If we could get power borers in addition to
some form of mechanical wheeling there
would be a further increase in output from the
men employed underground.

These are not what might be called very
big meehanical improvements but they relieve
the miner of the most laborious part of his
work and naturally lead to inereased produe-
tion. Both amendments are desirable in that
their objective is inereased safety for men
working wunderground.

Mr. HEADING (Wide Bay) (1153 am.):
The hon. member for Albert gave his blessing
to the Bill; indeed, every hon. member on
this side of the Chamber approves of it.
The hon. member for Albert raised no objee-
tion to it. Both the hon, member for Mary-
borough and the hon. member for Bremer
appear to think that there was a difference of
opinion between the hon. member for Albert
and the hon. member for Isis. I did not
digeern any difference of opinion. I did not
hear the hon. member for Isis say any-
thing against the Bill. The complaint of the
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hon. member for Isis was that there was
no provision in the Bill to enable the coal-
mining industry to provide all the coal that
was required by other industries. If any
hon. member ean say that he is satisfied with
the output of the coal-mining industry in
Queensland to-day, all T ean say is that he
is very easily satisfied.

Mr. Donald: More coal is now being
produced than previously.

Mr. HEADING: I was astounded, when
we were considering legislation affecting the
coal industry last year, to hear of ecertain
methods of operation used in it. I am a new
member of Parliament but I know that the
Government have been in control of the
Treasury benches for 30 years, and it is
astounding to me that these improvements
are required in our coal-mining industry. I
hope that the Government will adopt a
vigorous policy to see that the people get
all the coal required. It is very easy to sit
down and be satisfied with what the Govern-
ment are doing. I am not satisfied, and
neither are the people of Queensland.

I want to compliment the Minister on
introducing these two small amendments, but
I would counsel him, if anything further
is required to expedite coal production, that
he take steps to introduce it, otherwise next
session, when we have a new Government,
steps will be taken to place the industry on
a sound footing.

Hon. W, M. MOORE (Merthyr—Secretary
for Mines and Immigration) (11.56 am.):
The hon. member for Albert gave the Bill
his blessing, but the hon. member for Isis
attempted to make political ecapital out of it.
The hon. member for Wide Bay attempted to
absolve him. Both the hon. members for
Maryberough and Bremer made practical con-
tributions to the debate, for which I thank
them.

1 would point out to the hon. member for
Tsis that this Bill has for its object the safety
and health of workers in coal-mines. He
evidently forgets that it was this Govern-
ment who brought down the Coal Mining
Act and its amendments, which have done a
great deal to increase coal production. The
Government have not only inspired coal-
miners to produce more ecoal but have
expended a large sum of money in obtaining
the help of Powell Duffryn Technieal Services
Timited to report on the coal industry in this
State. They have done a tremendous job
already to bring the industry to a stage at
which ~production will be aceelerated very
shortly.

1 am informed by the agents for the electric
safety lamps that a consignment of them is
now on the water, and the date fixed in this
Bill will afford the owners ample time to
install these lamps.

Motion (Mr. Moore) agreed to.
Resolution reported.
FIRST READING.

Bill presented and, on motion of Mr. Moore,
read a first time.
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SUPPLY.

ResvmprioN oF CoMMITTEE—HESTIMATES—
FIrTEENTH AND SIXTEENTH ALLOTTED DAYS.

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Mann,
Brisbane, in the chair.)

EsmiMaTES-IN-CHIEF, 1949-50.
DerarTMENT oF PuBLIC WORKS.
CHIEF OFFICE.

Debate resumed from 10 November (see
p. 1534) on Mr. Power’s motion—
““That £63,865 be granted for ‘Depart-
ment of Public Works—Chief Office’.’’

Mr. JESSON (Kennedy) (121 pm.):
Last week on this question I spoke of the
suggestion I had made to the Government
for the designing of schools, and as there
were only about three members of the Oppo-
sition in the Chamber on that occasion and
there appear to be a few more here this
morning, I will elaborate on my suggestion
for their benefit. I suggested a decentralisa-
tion plan to provide for three zones of the
State, the tropiecal area, the Central Division
and the Southern Division. I believe too
many plans are drawn for schools. The
school at Townsville could be of the same
design as the school at Ingham or Cairns
or any other place in the tropical North,
and it would be suitable for Roeckhampton
also. The same procedure could be adopted
in regard to hospitals, ambulance centres,
and other public buildings. The uniformity
of construetion that would result would not
be pleasing if the buildings were close to-
gether, but when the buildings are in different
towns that uniformity would not be apparent.

The new High School for Ingham is going
to cost in the vicinity of £41,000 and it is
very pleasing to the people up there to know
that work on it has already begun.

I suggest to the Minister that it might be
possible for the Government to have plans
prepared for a new police station, sergeant’s
residence and courthouse at Ingham, because
the present buildings are in a very dilapi-
dated condition. Plans were to be drawn
in 1938 for these buildings but the war
intervened, Sixteen to 18 policemen work
under a senior-sergeant at Ingham, where the
percentage of crime ig the lowest in the
Commonwealth. They work under adverse
conditions because the building is mnot more
than 24 ft. by 24 ft., consisting of the ser-
geant’s room, the main room, the front office,
and the small office at the back. That
police station was a legaey from the Rt
Hon. A, W. Fadden, more widely known as
“¢Little Arty’’. He was member for Ken-
nedy from 1932 to 1935, when the only work
done in the Xennedy electorate was the
erection of this little 24 ft. x 24 f£t. police
station.  Unfortunately the war occurred
shortly afterwards, and sinee then, because
all available material had to be used for
such urgent jobs as hospitals and schools,
the police station and other public buildings
at Ingham have gone to rack and ruin. I
know that plans are now being prepared, and
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I suggest that in the interests of economy
when the hospital building is completed the
Government transfer the plant and labour
there to work on these other publie buildings.

I congratulate this department on what
kas been done in the Ingham district during
the past two or three years. There is very
little criticism that can be levelled against
the department in respeet of the country
schools in that district, despite the shortages
of material and labour. Al requests by
sehool committees and requests made by me
after my own observation—and I travel about
the distriet frequemtly—for such things as
painting, repairs, and extra verandas have
been met by the department. The work done
by the department has made the surroundings
more pleasant for both school children and
school teachers gemerally. I know that the
people are grateful to the department for
doing these small jobs.

Another matter I would bring before the
department is the prineipal school at Ingham.
I cannot very well discuss this subject with-
ont bringing into the debate the Depurtment
of Public Instruction also. Despite the
remarks of various hon. members opposite
that in North Queensland population is
decreasing and that everybody is leaving
the North to come to the cities—which is
so much hooey—the accommodation at the
State school at Ingham is quite inadequate
for the number of children in attendance.
Already the Government have been forced to
erect buildings on the playground, which was
already too small, with the result thav now
there is not sufficient area to enable a race
of 50 yards to be run. But of course that
was the policy of the old Tories, a5 the late
Mr. John Mullan used to call them. The
poliey of the present Labour Government is
to provide adequate land for playgrounds
and sporting areas.

Only last Christmas when I visited the
Ingham school for the sports, I observed that
there was secarcely sufficient area to enable
a 50-yards race to be run. In fact, it can
be said that there is very little room for the
children to play at all. There is a ecreek
at one end of the school ground. 1 hope
that when the department have the erection
of the high school off their hands it will give
consideration to removing the Ingham State
school to a site adjacent to the high school.
If the accommodation in the high school is
too great for the mumber of students attend-
ing, consideration should be given to allo-
cating part of that building to the State
school until a State school can be erested
near by. If the population of this distriet
continues to go ahead by leaps and bounds
as it has done in the past, which it will do,
especially with the expected influx of tobaeeo-
growers, the Government will be foveed to
provide a mew State school building, and I
hope they will give very serious considera-
tion to putfting it on a site near the high
school, where there is sufficient xcom for
adequate playing flields and for fulure expan-
sion also.

At most of the other schools inmy distriet
there is plenty of room for the children.
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The Halifax sehool has acres of play-
ground but at Ingham it is tragic to see
the result of the narrow-minded ideas of
the old Tory Administration of years ago.
They did not have the foresight to provide
for the expansion of the district and gave
no consideration to the provision of suitable
playgrounds for the children. The district
is developing by leaps and bounds now and
with the establishment of the new tobacco
scheme there we shall have many more
children in the distriet and the Govern-
ment will have to put on their thinking cap
and find ways and means of providing
adequate playgrounds and schoel facilities
for them.

(Time expired.)

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona—=Secretary
for Public Works, Housing and ILoeal
Government) (12.11 p.m.): At the outset I
thank our Speaker, Mr. Brassington, for his
kindly references to me and my staff, as
well as the work of the department. It is
encouraging to know that hon. members do
appreciate what has been done for them.
There has been a great deal of controversy
over the erection of the mnew school in
Fortitude Valley, but the job is well under
way and again illustrates that the Govern-
ment honour the promises they make.

The hon. member for Townsville made
some kindly references to me, which I
appreciate, and he referred to the fact that
for some time he has been seeking the

erection of a mnew sechool at Townsville
West. I wish to inform the hon. member
that the Co-ordinator-General of Public

‘Works considers other sehools more urgent
than the one he is advoeating. We have had
extreme difficulty in obtaining materials
and labour, and in order to overtake the
lag that occurred during the six years of
war we are carrying out only those works
that are urgent and approved of Dby the
Co-ordinator-General.

The hon. member for Townsville spoke of
the provision of amenities in sehool grounds.
These matters are entirely in the hands of
the Secretary for Public Imstruction, to
whom I shall refer the hon. member’s sug-
gestions for consideration.

The hon. member for Kennedy made some
kindly references to the work of the
department and at this stage I wish to give
him some kudos for the excellent suggestion
he made for the speeding up of the prep-
aration of plans to meet the many demands
being made on our architectural staff. He
has suggested standardised types of schools
for certain parts of the State and the
zoning of the State. We are aecting on
that suggestion by him. It has been agreed
that a committee shall be appointed to deal
with not only standard types of school
buildings but also standard, types of hos-
pitals. That committee will be composed
of representatives of the Department of
Public Instruction and the Department of
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Public Works, and we are endeavouring to
obtain the services of an outsider to help
in its deliberations.

The hon. member referred also to the
provision of heating equipment in ecertain
parts of the State. A number of buildings
are equipped with heating appliances now,
experiments are being made with what are
known as conversion heaters, and in some
sehools we have installed wood stoves. The
hon. member will see, therefore, that what
he is suggesting is already under way, and
this again illustrates the efficiency of the
Department of Public Works.

I can assure the hon. member for Kennedy
that there are other electorates besides his,
although I should add that he has been very
patient with regard to the requests he has
submitted. We are constructing a new
high sehool at a cost of £41,057 at
Ingham. I had the pleasure of visiting that
town some time ago with the hon. member
for Kennedy and took the opportunity of

looking into building matters of major
importance mnot only to the hon. mem-
ber but to the people concerned, and

when the high school is finished we will
transfer the staff to the erection of the mew
court house at Ingham. The present courf
house will be converted into a police station,
with quarters for single men. The infor-
mation I have imparted should eage the homn.
member’s mind in regard to matters in his
distriet, which he so ably represents. I assure
the hon. member that favourable considera-
tion will be given to his requests for another
new school building for Ingham. It is the
policy of the Department of Public Works,
where possible, to give each electorate =
fair share of our work. If a request is
received from the Department of Publie
Instruction for the erection of a mnew school
speedy consideration is given to if.

We have heard ecriticism from time to
time of the types of school building erected
by the Government. This comes from
interested parties and does not carry weight
with me. If we were to provide all the
amenities and requirements suggested, our
costs would go up considerably because when
private architects are preparing plans and
gpeecifications the greater the cost the greater
the return to those preparing them., They
are interested parties and in their criticism
suggest that the Government should, to use a
common phrase, let their heads go and accept
all the suggestions made by them. That
applies not only to school buildings but to
hospitals also.

Mr. Aikens: Do you pay vour depart-
mental architeets on a percentage basis?

Mr. POWER: No. If we did that we
should not know where we should finish, We
pay them in accordance with the award rates
and we pay outside architeets in aceordance
with their preseribed fees. I would not ask
an architeet to work for less than the
preseribed fee.

I do not propose, nor do my officers propose,
to be stampeded by the eriticism of our
buildings. We appreciate the fact that alk
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the things suggested would be useful but
because of shortages of materials we have
great difficulty in meeting the demand for
buildings. When we decide to erect a building
provision is made, as I stated last Thursday
night, for the contingemcy of extensions to
it. At the moment I can think of extensions
to the Stafford School and the Wynnum
‘School.

To show that all people are not critical of
‘the buildings constructed by the Government
or of the plans and spécifications prepared
by the department, I quote the following
letter, dated 5 September, 1949, from the
Building Publishing Co, Pty. Ltd., to the
Under-Secretary of the department:—

¢Dear 8ir,

‘I have your letter of 31st August to-
gether with the photograph and write-up of
the Stafford State school building. I thank
you for same.

<1 would like to personally congratulate
your Department on the excellent type of
school building you are designing and
erecting for the State of Queensland.”’

It is gratifying that some people engaged
in the publication of works of architecture
appreciate what we are doing ]gere but it is
discouraging to know that what is appreciated
outside our own State is not weleomed by cer-
tain people here. Our school buildings will
eompare more than favourably with those in
any other part of Australia, and I have seen
quite a number because I have travelled
between here and Adelaide and I have always
made it a practice to have a look at them. T
would refer hon. members to the new school
building at Kelvin Grove, which is almost
complete, In that building we have paid
attention to everything that would give the
children the maximum degree of comfort,
especially natural lighting. We sought to
improve our architectural designs by bringing
architeets from overseas. Unfortunately some
of them were not satisfactory but quite a
number gave entire satisfaction to the depart-
- ment.

Mr. H. B, Taylor: Is the school building
at Kelvin Grove complete?

Mr. POWER: Almost; it will be ready
for occupation after the school holidays.

Mr. H. B. Taylor: It is only natural to
expect the best school in Queensland to be in
the Minister’s electorate.

By, POWER: I am glad that the hon.
member acknowledges that it is the best
school, but let me tell him that I never gave
& thought to the fact that it was in my elec-
torate. Let me also remind him that about
14 years ago-1 and the hon. member for
Kelvin Grove made representations to the then
‘Seeretary for Publie Instruction, the Hon. F.
A, Cooper, for a new school at Kelvin Grove.
“The building of the school was postponed.
Later on, when I became a Minister of the
‘Crown, I naturally looked into the matter,
but let me tell the hon. member for Hamilton
that the State school at Kelvin Grove will
gerve also the electorate of the hon. member
for Kelvin Grove. And that reminds me of a
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story of two local aldermen, one who was
defeated at the polls and the other who was
suecessful. The successful candidate said to
the defeated man, ‘“What did you do when
you were in the council?’’ and he replied,
““I did this and that,”’ but he was defeated.
Then the victoricus candidate said, *‘The
reason why you were defeated is that you did
not have sense enough to repair your own
footpath. I am mnot going to be like that
defeated candidate. I am going to see that
work in my electorate is carried out.

Muech eriticism was levelled against the
department for its alleged failure to provide
adequate supplies for Hughenden after the
cyelonie disturbance there. A complaint was
made by the clerk of the Hughenden Town
Council. It is just as well that hon. members
The cyelone struck
the town at 3 o’clock on a Sunday afterncon
and I received information about it between
4 and 5 o’clock the same day. I immediatey
got in touch with Mr. East, of the depart-
ment, and gave him certain instructions and
immediately provision was made for the
supply of adequate material to repair the
homes that had been damaged. Had it not
been for the fact that the road from Charters
Towers to Hughenden was untrafficable, the
goods would have been on the roads that
night. Then an article appeared in the paper
condemning the action of the department. I
had already called for a report from my
officer at Hughenden. The complaint was that
the people who had suffered damage were not
being fairly treated. The mayor of Hughenden
had wired to the Secretary for Health and
Home Affairs complaining about the unsym-
pathetic and unfair treatment that was being
given to the town in cyclone relief, but the
fact was that the Housing Commission had
already sent a telegram to an officer at
Hughenden asking him to give all details and
to make all preparations for the supply of
all the material that was requited by the
people who had suffered damage in the storm,
in conjunction with Mr. Hunt, our super-
vigor of works.

_ The town clerk made quite a song about the
situation there and in addition made a state-
ment to the Press. I had taken action to
obtain a report from the officers of the
Department of Public Works and the Queens-
land Housing Commission who had been dis-
patehed to Hughenden to deal with applica-
tion for relief in the same way as in the
cases of sufferérs in the Cooktown, Gladstone
and Rockhampton eyclones. Mr. Hunt was
sent from Brisbane. The department, in its
anxiety to help those people who had suffered
damage, said it was willing to accept second
mortgages to secure advances. We sent
material from Brisbane and obtained gal-
vanised iron on loan from Messrs. Burns
Philp & Co. Ltd. on the understanding that
it would be replaced as soon as possible. We
thanked this firm for its prompt action. This
iron was dispatched to Hughenden and we
laid it down, as we did at Cooktown, Rock-
hampton and Gladstone, that it must be made
available to people whose homes had been
destroyed, and that the people were not to
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get more galvanised iron than was necessary,
and the officer of the Department of Public
Works had to certify the quantity required.

To my consternation I read and heard the
criticism of the town eclerk. I asked the
officers of my department to interview the
mayor and town elerk and ask them to state
one case where unfair treatment had been
meted out by the Queensland Housing Com-
migsion or any officer of the Government. A
lot of .noise was heard in the northern papers
and over the air, but despite all the mnews
that appeared in the ‘‘Courier-Mail,”’ or was
sent over the air, it has been proved that it
was only a political trick that was being
practised. The telegram stated—

‘“Mayor and Town Clerk cannot give any
specific case of unsympathetic or unfair
treatment in respeet to the distribution of
materials or unjust treatment by the
Housing Commission.”’

That is a direet contradiction of the state-
ment made by the town clerk, which appeared
in the mnewspapers and was broadeast over
the air. This contradiction resulted from an
interview by the officers of the Department
of Public Works and Queensland Housing
Commission. It will be noted that the
telegram stated—

““Mayor and Town Clerk cannot give
any speecific case of unsympathetic or
unfair treatment in respect to the distribu-
tion_of materials or unjust treatment by
the Housing Commission.’’

That telegram was signed by Mr. Hunt,
supervisor of the Department of Public
Works, and was sent from the police
station, Hughenden. Notwithstanding that
galvanised iron is in suech short supply, it
was contended by some that we should give
equal priority to a hotel as we gave to a
householder. Before this criticism appeared
in the Press I got in touch with Mr. Hunt

and instrueted him to get any material .

that was available” for the. relief of the
gufferers from the Hughenden cyclone. Mr.
Hunt said that every bit of iron he had was
for the relief of the people.

That is the only complaint I received. I
understand that iron was taken from
Hughenden while it was in short supply
at Hughenden, but =none was taken
from Hughenden. That shows the complete
ignorance of vpeople who challenge the
department with not doing its job and being
unfair and discriminating in the treatment
of the people. I gave a direction to the
Under Secretary, after discussing the mat-
ter with the Premier and members of the
Cabinet, that if we had any iron that we
were not using it was reasonable that we
should make it available for use on build-
ings other than houses. In fairness to the
department, these matters should be ventil-
ated so that the public will have some
knowledge of what has been done and will
not be misled by unfair and untrue state-
ments.

It was pleasing to know that after we
put the town clerk and the council on the
mat and had asked for particulars so that
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suitable action could be taken, they could
not give us any particulars at all. Those

are the criticisms that were levelled at the
Government.

I endeavoured to get this information
circulated through the Press, but I think I
should take this opportunity to ventilate
the full facts, so that they may be read
with interest by people in the Hughenden
distriet who peruse ‘‘Hansard.”’

Mr. PIE (Windsor) (12.32 p.m.): The
matter I wish to raise is more or less =&
swan song so far as 1 am congerned; it is
in relation to two schools in my area, and .
I refer particularly to the Breakfast Creek
State school. I again wish to bring before
Parliament what I believe was an unfair
decision in reference to the purchase of two
hemes made by the Breakfast Creek School
Committee away back in 1935. The school
committee, through the Labour member, Mr.
Williams, made application for authority to
buy or acquire two cottages at the southern
end of the Breakfast Creek’ State school
ground, in order to give the children breath-
ing space when playing. I have the corres-
pondence here. Virtually all the members
of the committee are A.L.P. members and
very active in the Labour movement. The
movement started in 1935 and on 26 October,
1937, the following letter was received by
Mr. Williams—

‘“With reference to your interview
with me concerning the suggestion that
extra land be purchased for the Break-
fast Creek Statfe school, I desire to inform
you that consideration has been given to
this request and it is regretted owing to
other urgent building requirements ex-
penditure upon the purchase of additional
land canmot be favourably eonsidered at
the present time.

(8igned) Frank A. Cooper,
Minister for Public Ingbruction.’”

This Breakfast Creek State School Com-
mittee had been saving money for years.
While racing at Albion Park was booming
they gave their services and collected money
in order that they might give better ameni-
ties to the children in the poorest distriet
of Brishbane. They decided to buy these
properties themselves and they bought them.
They made application on 24 December,
1942, to the Director-General of Education
in regard to taking over these properties
from them. In 1942 the department decided
to take over these properties and paid the
school committee, as part-payment, £280,
the money they had paid.

I would point out to the present Minister
that the department ingists very strongly that
the school committee shall pay the rates of .
£45 11s. and be always responsible for the
payment of rates, although it knew the
Government would colleet the rent and mnot
make the property available to the school.
The school committee have sufficient money
to build a swimming pool for these poorer
children of the community if they can get
that sum back from the Department of
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ment is
buildings.

My, Aikens: It receives the rent and the
committee pay the rates?

Mr. PIE: That is correct. I have with
me the receipts for the rates paid. The
Minister knows that the buildings of the
Breakfast Creek State School are an absolute
disgrace.

Mr, Power: I know nothing of the kind.

As I say, the depart-
receiving the rent from these

Mz, PIE: If the hon. gentleman knows
nothing about it, I have here the corre-
spondence with the department. The build-
ings are a disgrace. I wvisit that school
regularly and know that the poorer children
in that area are not receiving the support
that the children in the Ascot, Fortitude
Valley, and Xelvin Grove distriets are
receiving. The consequence is that the
school atfendance is gradually declining. It
is imperative that the Secretary for Publie
‘Works should visit that school, as Mr. Cooper,
s former DMinister of the department did,
and ascertain for himself the deplorable
¢onditions under which these poorer children
in our community are asked to undergo their
education. He should act quickly. The
sehool attendance is going down and even-
‘tﬁally there will be virtually no children
‘there.

The seeond matter I bring before the
Minister is the hopeless overcrowding of the
playing area attached to the Wooloowin State
HBehool. The attendance is over 1,200 children
and you could not swing a cat in the playing
area. Right behind this school is a receiving
home for a State department. That land
should be acquired for the school. The land
would then come straight through from
Kedron road to the back street.

Something must be dome in relation to

these two schools, which are in the Windsor -

-electorate, although the Breakfast Creek State
Behool will be in the Fortitnde Valley elec-
torate after the redistribution of electoral
boundaries, Already the hon. member for
Fortitude Valley is giving donations to the
sports fund of this school.

Mr. Brown: Do you object to that?

Mr. PIE: I give scholarships every year
+to them and the right of a job in my faetory,
for the winners of the scholarships. I have
a2 few ecoming through of whom anybody
would be proud.

These two State school buildings, particu-
larly that at Breakfast Creek, are a disgrace
to a Labour Government who pride them-
selves on looking after the interests of the
poorer people of the community. “This is an
example to show they do not do so. If the
Minister visits the Breakfast Creek State
Sehool he will see for himself the houses
‘that the school committee paid for, recouped
by the Government to the extent of £280,
but on which the committee pay the rates
and from which the Governmment receive the
vent. It is time something was done in the
matter. The Breakfast Creek school com-
mittee are doing a wonderful job. They
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have built a canteen from which children are
served meals at morning and luncheon breaks.
The women who staff it serve voluntarily. I
appeal to the Minister to make an inspection
and have the position rectified as quickly as
possible.

Mr. KEYATTA (Townsville) (12.39
p.m.): My experience has been that the work
of the Department of Public Works has been
very favourably done, considering the difficul-
ties of shortages of labour and material that
confront it, which of course are not peculiar
to this State or any other State of the
Commonwealth, but apply throughout the
world. This department, under the guidance
of the Minister and backed with a very
efficient and able staff, has done an excellent
job. When one visualises the area of Queens-
Jand and the sparsely populated districts we
can come to no other conclusion than that
the Co-ordinator-General of Works has indeed
done a mighty job. We realise that a foun-
dation must be laid for the future.

Mr. Low: You are about 20 years behind
the times.

Mr. KEYATTA: The hon. member must
remember that this Government inherited a
legacy, which was really a handieap, from the
previous Tory administration, Had the Tories
in the old days laid a good foundation we
should have had a well-planned and orderly
system of public works today. No-one can
deny that Mr. Kemp and his staff have done
an excellent job despite the shortage of
materials and man-power.

I thank the Minister for his reply to my
representations concerning the Townsville Cen-
tral State School. We have a modern school
building at West End, and a new school at
North Ward was provided for in the 1939
Hstimates, but the war intervened and
although I understand plans are prepared,
more urgent works are being carried out. If
schools in other areas are more urgently in
need of attention, I have no objection to their
getting that attention, because I am a reason-
able citizen, but I do ask the Minister to keep
this sehool under consideration when the time
ig opportune.

I should like him to consider also improv-
ing the South Townsville State School
Although the building is well construeted of
good, old seasoned timber its design is not
up to the present standard of architectural
designs and I commend the work to the
Minister for his future consideration.

The Townsville Supreme Court building
could do with some attention. It is ome of
the oldest buildings in the State. I under-
stand that a survey was carried out with a
view to constructing a Supreme Court and
Police Court together but I do not think any
finality was reached. There was some differ-
ence of opinion between the departments con-
cerned. If they wish to keep the Police Court
separate, let it be modernised, and I com-
mend the construction of a new Supreme Court
building to the Minister’s consideration.

At this stage I wish to compliment and
express appreciation to the staff of the
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Co-ordinator-General’s Department. I have
made many representations to them and have
always received the utmost courtesy. If any
request has been refused the reason has always
been sound, but wherever it has been possible
to give help, that help has always been forth-
coming. A person who is not au fait with
the working of the department and does not
know its officers would get the impression that
the men were probably an inefficient staff.
It shows how one ecan uncongeiously be a
‘‘knocker’’ of a department, The staff are
highly trained and qualified and are doing a
mighty good job. Notwithstanding the fact
that we differ on ocecasions, we must pay
respect to the ability of the gentleman econ-
cerned and be tolerant when adverse replies
are received.

I suggest that there should be some eo-ordi-
nation of activities in fhe laying of pipes in
roadways. We very often find that after a
new building is erected the workmen of some
public authority come along and dig up a
well-laid walk or path to lay some pipes.
Later on, perhaps, the P.M.G. comes along
and digs up another stretch and so do the
people concerned with sewerage. The result
is that we have a chequer board road or
path. Burely some planning could be arranged
so that the one set of digging would cover
all requirements. Very often the brickwork or
the conerete foundations of a building are cut
into so that the pipes can Be put in. I seri-
ously suggest that the co-ordination of these
activities should be considered. I have discussed
the matter with the Minister and he told me
that plans were being prepared along this
line.

I want to say a word or two about sewer-
age drains passing through private property
and I refer particularly to Bundy Creek, a
tributary of the Ross River. To allow of the
access of the sewerage to that creek one of
its banks was cut into and the hole made
was filled with a different type of filling
from that of the natural bank. Succeeding
tides and flooding of the river have caused
erosion at this spot and part of an allotment
is being gradually washed into the creek.
What redress has the elderly lady who is the
owner? She appealed to the couneil but it
would not or could not do anything for her.
I took the matter up with the Government and
was told that it was a matter for court pro-
ceedings but how can an unfortunate indi-
vidual find the money to fight such a case,
because when you fight a loeal authority or
the Government you are fighting yourself?
This person has no redress.

My point is that the owner of a property
in these circumstances should get some com-
pensation or some assurance that she will not
lose by the actions of a council or a Govern-
ment. Probably the whole of her life’s
savings have been invested in the home, If
the erosion continues much longer, her pro-
perty will be valueless.

(Time expired.)
Mr. BROWN (Buranda) (1251 pm.): I

should like to congratulate the department
on the considerable amount of work it has

1949—3c.
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done in the past 12 months in the face of very
adverse circumstances. The serious shorfage
of material and labour has been a serious
bar to the completion of a number of jobs
and I suppose that this state of things will
continue for some time yet. However, I con-
gratulate the department on the work it has
done and hope that ere long it will be able
to do much more and in a quicker time than
it is able to do it today.

There is something in the suggestion of the
hon. member for Kennedy that there should
be standardised plans for public buildings
to suit the varying climatie conditions of the
State but we must not overlook the faet that
we must march with the times, that we must
not become stereotyped lest the buildings we
erect today may mnot be out of date in 20
years’ time without our realising it. We must
march with the times. Many buildings that
were considered modern when they were
erected are totally out of date now. I
concede at once that the suggestion of the
hon. member for Xennedy would mean much
saving in time and expense in the architec-
tural branch of the department.

Some time back the department subdivided
the Junction Park School, the biggest school
in the State, in order to provide temporary
accommodation for an infants’ school. The
department recognised at once that there was
need for this accommodation and it spent
£1,472 on a temporary infants’ school. T
hope this will be only a temporary arrange-
ment, otherwise the temporary building in
relation to the fine brick structure there will
give the impression that there is a lack of
co-ordination and no real attempt to provide
jdeal schooling facilities. I express the hope
that before very long both the Junection Park
School and the Greenslopes School will be
demolished to make way for two new, modern

‘brick schools, I know that the pioneers in

their day did an excellent work in the schools
they built but they had no idea that Brisbane
would extend as it did.

At Greenslopes the buildings are so scat-
tered that the playing space is seriously
restricted. Some of the buildings having
been up for over 60 years. It is impossible
to get land adjoining the school property
and my suggestion is that the department
should build a modern brick school at Green-
slopes that would perhaps occupy but a
quarter of the space now taken by the exis-
ting wooden buildings and thus give the
children a greater playing area in this thickly-
populated suburb.

Mr. Decker: You want a two- or three-
storey building?

Mr. BROWN: Then the school building
would be concentrated and the children would .
not be deprived of their playing area. The
Greenslopes school is one of the largest in
the distriet, and one of the first that visitors
from the South get a glimpse of on entering
the metropolitan area. It is not a prepossess-
ing building. In faet, it is an eyesore and
should be replaced by a building that would
appeal not only to parents and children bus
to visitors also.
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I suggest to the department that when con-
structing schools in the future provision
should be made for a child-minding centre
and kindergarten. This really comes under
the Department of Public Instruetion.

Mr. H, B. Taylor: You know it does not
favour that idea now.

Mr. BROWN: I do not know what it
favours. I am suggesting that in all future
school buildings in cities or towns of any
size provision be made for child-minding
centres and kindergartens. They could not
be housed in a more suitable building than
a public school. Mothers would then be able
to leave their children at the child-minding
centre when going to the city to transaet
business or engaging in some reereation. I
am associated with a child-minding centre
that is very successful. As many as 64
children are left there in one day. Our young
teachers should be trained to take control of
children in those centres. Today a great deal
of money is expended on child-minding
centres, but they should come under the
administration of the Department of Public
Instruetion and the Department of Publie
Works. It should be our duty to keep infant
children out of the city in order that they
may escape any possibility of infection from
disease. The Minister should see that some-
thing is done about the matter.

Money has been appropriated for the con-
struction of the South Brisbane Auxiliary
Hospital of the Brisbane and South Coast
Distriet Hospitals Board. The work is held
up because of shortage of labour and
material, principally steel. This hospital will
relieve the Brisbane General Hospital and be
of great convenience to the residents on the
South side. Exeavation work has been carried
out on the site, and once material ig available
construetion work will be speeded up.

I was pleased to learn from the depart-
mental report that plans are being prepared
for a new leprosarium at Peel Igland. This
is very necessary because the one that is
there is very old. I notice also that a jetty
and causeway have been built at considerable
cost, but they will be of great benefit to the
inmates and their visitors,

I wish to congratulate the department on
the efficiency of the Ipswich Road workshops,
where a tremendous amount of work is
carried out. They are always busy making
office furniture and school equipment. They
make remarkably good school desks at a
cheaper cost than they can be made for any-
where else in the State. Under the decentral-
isation policy of the Government, if some-
thing has to be done in the northern parts of
the State the Government use the services of
a local joinery firm instead of having it sent
up from Brisbane and I congratulate the
department on its decentralisation scheme.

Much has been said about local govern-
ment and I think our local councils are doing
a_good job but I believe the time has come
when we should have greater areas for loeal
authorities. I am sure that the South Coast
amalgamation will prove successful, just as
the Greater Brisbane scheme has. I was one
of the first people who advocated a Creater
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Brisbane. That was in 1916, and I was
laughed at, but 10 years later it was an
aceomplished faet. It has been a wonderful
success, and if a vote was taken tomorrow
as to whether we should go back to the old
system, it would be overwhelmingly in the
negative. .

Mr, Power: If there was a vote
tomorrow they would defeat the present
couneil,

Mr. BROWN: They might. The Greater
Brisbane scheme has been a huge success,
despite the faet that it has been carried on
by anti-Labour councils, with the -exception
of the Jones administration. Many of the
men who were elected to the Greater Bris-
bane Council accepted the pay attached to
the position of alderman but were opposed to
the scheme of Greater Brisbane and conse-
quently would not attempt to make a suceess
of it. Had there been a Labour Couneil in
office from the inception much more progress
would be in evidence today. That is proved
by the great work done by the Jones
administration. |

Mr. Luckins: They had to be pulled out
of the mess.

Mr. BROWN: That is not so. The
present administration is in a big enough
mess now. That was proved by the resull
of the by-election for Kurilpa on Saturday
last.

Recently, I tried to arrange for th
admission of some vpeople to ‘‘Even-
tide’’ at Sandgate and I am now satisfied
that that home is too small. Tt is time the
Department of Public Works co-operated with
the Department of Health and Home Affairs
with a view to having more buildings erected
at ‘‘Eventide.”” The home has become s0
popular that people with the means to pa
are willing to pay. They are accommodate
there and the unfortunate indigent, with no
friends in the world, .cannot obtain
admission. The waiting list for admissiol
is as long as one’s arm.

Mr. Luckins: Who is in charge of it?
Your own Government,

Mr. BROWN: People representing the
moneyed class are taking the place of thos
for whom the home was originally provided
The Government are responsible for the goo
conditions that obtain there. 1 feel the
would be justified in building more accom
modation in order that they might admit
greater number of people.

I again congratulate the Minister and tb

has been done.
and I feel sure that after the elections to D
held next year the Labour Government wil
be in power and as a result further progres
will be seen. K

Mr. LUCKINS (Maree) (223 pm.)
First of all, I wish to say a few words on th
work of the schools in my area and I includ!
in this the Minister and the Department ¢
Public Works generally, I thank th
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Minister and the department for the alacrity
_ with which they attended to the complaint [
_niade about the Kangaroo Point school and
_the interest displayed in providing a
Jdomestic science school at East Brisbane.

Over a number of years I have been
closely associated with the development of
_these districts but owing to the redistribution
_of electorates I have to say goodbye to both
the FEast Brisbane and Kangaroo Point
schools. In doing so I take‘the opportunity
of thanking all who were responsible for
righting the conditions that existed there.
The school committees appreciate this very
mueh and have asked me to express their
thanks for what has been done.

This vote gives hon. members the
opportuntiy of speaking of the development
of the State’s building. Public buildings of
Queensland in general are a credit to those
who built them, both as to architecture and
construction.  Buildings in general have a
great bearing on the character of the people
of a State or nation and they must be in
keeping with the dignity of the State. They
tend to reflect the people’s progress.

In the early days the officers of the Depart-
ment of Public Works spent a great deal of
time, patience and work in designing and
erecting most of our public buildings. I think
we all agree that a stranger entering the city
i¢ influenced in his judgment of that city
primarily by the design of its publie build-
ings. Certainly our Treasury Building is a
fine piece of architecture. There are, how-
ever, many public buildings in various cities
and towns throughout the State that do not
add to their dignity. In many places the
buildings in which the Department of Agri-
culture and Stock is housed are not in keep-
‘ng with the importance of the department.

Mr. Power: Are you referring to any
one place in particular?

Mr. LUCKINS: Rockhampton.

_Mr. Power: You are a little behind the
times  there. That building is being
demolished.

Mr. LUCKINS: I merely mention that
as a citizen who has travelled through a
great part of the State.

In Brisbane we have a beautiful Univer-
sity building constructed by the Department
of Public Works, but I suggest that it might
have been advisable to have ecalled for ecom-
petitive designs for it. Competitive designs
were invited for our City Hall and were sub-
mitted from all parts of the world, and it
was with surprise that I learnt that the
designing of the Queensland University was
left entirely to one man. I make no com-
rlaint about that because it iz an excellent
building.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That matter
does not come under the Estimates for the

Department of Public Works.

Mr. LUCKINS: Many of our_ public
buildings are things of beauty, and we all
know that things of beauty are a joy for-
ever, but I am sorry that cannot be said
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of all public buildings. Tor instance, if
connot be applied by any stretch of the
imagination to our present Police Court in
I know we are suffering from a
shortage of materials and skilled labour but
I shouid like the Minister to prepare plans
for the ereetion at some future date of a
Police Court more in keeping with the dignity
of our city. Nothing could be more annoy-
ing or more condueive to nervous tension than
the present building. I have never been in
it on official or other business, but one never
knows when one might be called as a witness,
and if that should happen I should feel
greatly disturbed at having to climb three
or four. flights of stairs and then being
placed in a room that would not compare
with the garage of the average suburban
home.

Mr. Aikens: And get six months when
you got there?

Mr. LUCKINS: That would not worry
me muech, because I am not likely to place
myself in such a position—mnot as likely as
some I know.

I should like the Minigter to go into the
records of Government promises because I
know that many of those promises made
have mever been fulfilled. Whilst I do not
want to burden the present Government with
this matter, I know that during the time the
late Mr. Fihelly  was Treasurer, he promiged
the citizens of this city an extension of
Adelaide Street to North Quay. This has
been a delicate subject with the Brisbane City
Couneil for many years and I should like
to know whether it is the intention of the
Government to honour that promise. It was
made some 20 years ago and if fulfilled the
new thoroughfare would add to the dignity
of the eity. I have always thought that the
city reaches of the Brisbane River were a
very pleasant part of it. I do not want to
blame the present Minister for not honouring
the promise made; all I do at this stage is
draw attention to it.

With the hon. member for Townsville I
refer to the Supreme Court at Brisbane.
Much has been said on many occasions about
its small size and eramped rooms. This has
been brought about by the number of judges
who dispense justice fo our citizens there. A
Supreme Court should at least be attractive
and if the present building cannot be made
attractive and enlarged it should be trans-
ferred to a site from the noise and turmoil
of the city, Now is the time for us to con-
sider these things so that when timber and
materials are available we can do them and
make this eity of Brisbane a city of which
we can be proud.

There is also the question of utilising the
land in Mary Street forming part of the
estate of the late Mr. Randolph Bedford. I
think the Government were wise in aequiring
that site for public buildings and I wonder
what development has taken plaece in regard
to using it.

Much has been said about the need for a
conservatorium of music for Brisbane and I
think a city of 400,000 people warrants some-
thing of that kind so that it ean keep its
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pride of place with the other Australian
cities. We are trying to lead the other
Australian cities in the matter of amenities
for our people. I could discuss this question
from many points of view but I think I
should refrain from doing so now, because
of the shortage of materials, I understand
that the architects of the Department of
Public Works are a good type of men.
I realise that I cannot debate the question
of their salaries and wages at this stage but
I think some scheme should be adopted that
would attraet the best types of men for the
designing of buildings in this eity and
throughout the State.

fhe Minigter is in charge of loeal govern-
ment, and I was amazed to hear him have a
little tilt at the Brishane City Council. Let
me remind him that no matter what council
controls the ecity of Brisbane it is there
because of the express wish of the majority
of the electors. Like the Minister, I served
as an alderman on the Brisbane City Council
for a number of years. I was one who went
through the dark days of the Jones adminis-
tration, and I can tell you that I do mnot
wish to go through them again. The hon.
W. Forgan Smith was then Premier of the
State and he was so concerned about ecom-
ditions at the City Hall in the days of the
Jones administration there that he appointed
the late Mr. George and Mr. McCracken, the
present Public Service Commissioner, to
investigate them. I have been in Parlia-
ment a few years, but I have never yet seen
that report. It never saw the light of day
but I understand that it was a - striking
indictment of the administration at the City
Hall in the days of the Jones administration.
I do not want to say anything more about
it than that. But there was some ery about
stinking fish, and I am determined that every
time any aspersion is cast upon the present
administration at the City Hall for political
reasons, to get up and defend it to the best
of my ability. The less we say about any
administration at the City Hall the better
for parliamentarians generally. Let us apply
ourselves in our own sphere, and thus add
to the prestige and dignity of the State.
Local Government is a very Important section
of government and it has played an import-
ant part in the development of both the eity
and the State. For many years prior to the
establishment of responsible government as
we know it today, it did magnificent work in
developing cities and towns and building
highways and railways, and generally did
much that redounded to its credit. The
Government are concerned about amal-
gamating many of our local suthorities,

Mr. Power: No, we are not; we are not
concerned about that at all.

Mr, LUCKINS: I am glad to have the
Minister’s assurance on the point, but there
is the impression outside that the Government
are developing the idea.

Mr, Aikens: The local authorities them-
selves are looking for amalgamations.

Mr. LUCKINS: That may have a bad
effect in some ways upon the development
of the community, because the more local
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authority representatives you have the greater
are the opportunities for the growth of
progressive ideas, There is wisdom in
numbers, and the greater the mnumber the
greater the chance of suggestions for plan-
ning and development generally. As I said
before, loeal authorities play a prominent
part in the life of the State.

Mr. Aikens: If you have too many of
them you may not have enough revenue to
cover the cost of administration.

Mr. LUCKINS: Yes, there is the ques-
tion of getting enough money to carry on, but
that is a matter that will have to concern
someone, 1 knmow that in years gone by it
agitated the minds of public men a greab
deal. Local authorities ecannot carry out
developmental work without the mnecessary
funds. You cannot do much today without
finance. Governments may borrow and loeal
authorities may borrow too, but if the loan
burden is made too heavy the overnead is
exceedingly hard for the taxpayers to bear.
Therefore it is not wise to carry the policy
of borrowing to breaking point.

I am very pleased that the Valuer-
General’s Department is being developed on
gsound lines. I was one who advocated this
policy many years ago because I believed
there should be uniform valuations, or a
method of valuing under the control of one
State department.

It will dispose of conflicting ideas
respecting valuations, Some loeal authori-
ties adopt a policy of low valuations and
a high rate while others believe in high
valuations and a low rate. Such conflieting
notions are not conducive to good local
government. I hope that when the Valuer-
General has completed his task there will
be uniformify in valuation practices. The
Valuer-General was appointed in 1944 and
the Minister of the day said that seven
years would be required to complete the
task of valuing the whole State. Shortage
of man-power, particularly expert valuers,
has delayed the work but it is now under
way and I am looking forward to the day
when the task will be completed.

I have my own ideas about values. I have
seen values in Brisbane rise to a very high
level and then suddenly drop. We had an
instance of that in Stanley Street, South
Brisbane. That was a very important busi-
ness centre but the flood of 1893 forced
businesses to move to another part of the
city and it suddenly changed into an indus-
trial area. I shall follow with interest the
trend of values being adopted today. We
should encourage the citizen to build his
own home, as that is the foundation of
family life. If he has not a home he has
very little interest, not only in home life
but the State too. The Queensland Housing
Commission should aeccelerate as quickly as
possible the building of homes for the
people, for we must remember that a man’s
home is his castle. We cannot measure the
contentment that follows or the asset inm
pounds, shillings and pence.
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Hon, W. POWER (Baroona—Secretary
for Public Works, Housing, and Local
Government) (2.43 pm.): The hon. mem-
ber for Windsor introdueed his hardy
annual of the Breakfast Creek State School.
I dealt with it very fully two years ago,
but for the benefit of hon. members, I will
recount the circumstances. In December,
1939, the Breakfast Creek State Sehool
Committee bought an area of land on which
a house was built for £380., The committee
paid £100 off the purchase price. The
department took over the liability, econdi-
tionally on the transfer of the title of the
land to the Crown. In June, 1940, the Min-
ister approved that this department would
pay the balance then owing of £280 on the
understanding that mno refund would be
made to the sehool committee of the £100
already paid for the purchase of the cottage.
In January, 1943, the Solicitor-General paid
the solicitor for the vendor on behalf of
the department £280, and on behalf of the
school eommittee interest on the purchase
price due to that date, £45/10,/0d. From
December, 1939, to 1 January, 1943, the
sehool committee received rent at the rate
of 17/6d. a week for the property. The
amount thus received by the committee was
£111/2/64d., from which it paid £38/7/6d. in
rates, insurance and repairs, £45/10/0d.
interest on purchase price and £22/7/2d.
arrears of rates. The net amount of rent
received by the school committee in excess
of interest, rates, insurance, ete, was
£4 /17 /104, Therefore, the school committee
was not out of pocket. The hon. member
said the committee had to pay the rates.
That is not true. The rates are paid by
the Department of Public Works.

The hon. member referred also to the need
for extra ground for the Wooloowin School.
I agree that there is justification for obtain-
ing more playing areas there but the matter
has been held up by the proposals that are
being considered for the transfer of the
Wooloowin receiving depot to another site, and
the building of a new depot. There are num-
bers of buildings to be erected and there is
a tremendous shortage of staff, which is
agitating not only my mind but the mind of
the Under Secretary. ¥irst things must come
first. As soon as possible the building will
be removed and the ground made available.
Recently minor repairs were carried out to this
school and it was painted. I assure the hon,
member that as early as possible, when we
have the architects, the material and man-
power available, the receiving depot will be
removed. A tremendous amount of steel is
required for these buildings.

There will no doubt be eriticism and ecom-
parisons between the cost of building by the
Public Works Department compared with
that of private enterprise. I 7remind the
Committee that the greater portion of our
cement is imported, and loeal authorities and
private enterprise get the benefit of using the
local cement in greater quantities than the
department; therefore the cost of our build-
ings must be much higher than theirs. More-
over, we recently received a large amount of
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piping that was required for use id the State.
The Government bore the difference between
sea freight and the cost of road transport,
and private enterprise benefited as a result.

The hon., member for Townsville referred
to the need for a new school at Townsville
and a new Supreme Court. These are matters
that must remain in abeyance at the present
time. The Co-ordinator-General of Public
Works decides the priority of works; and
when he tells us what is to be dome my
department does not delay in any way.

The hon. member referred to a couple of
very important matters, particularly the
matter of the need for local authorities to
consult public utilities’ and the Postmaster-
General before a road is put down. In the
matter of footpath alloeations, the Depart-
ment of Loecal Government is c¢o-operating
with the Postmaster-General’s Department
and all local authorities have been requested
to draft plans for the purpose of the division
of footpaths into allotments for the under-
ground reticulation of public services, such as
water, gas, electric light, Postmaster-General’s
Department, &e. This is designed to provide
for the economic and symmetrical use of the
footpath by various authorities. The sugges-
tion by the hon. member is an excellent one
and we have noted it. There should be greater
co-operation between the State Government
and the loeal authorities and the various
utilities, such as gas and electric-light com-
panies,

The recent amendment to the Local Govern-
ment Acts that I piloted through this Com-
mittee provides that when econstructing, recon-
strueting, remetalling or repaving a road, the
loecal authority is authorised to place under
the road conduits to carry gas pipes and
water pipes. Before laying the eonduits, the
local authority must consult the gas authority
as to the most suitable form of conduit, the
method of laying, and the like. After the
conduit is laid all new serviee pipes must
be laid through that conduwit. Tt is being
made mandatory. When the gas authority first
uses the conduit half the cost of laying the
conduit must be paid to the council.

This provision will prevent unnecessary
excavation of roads and should meet the
complaints of the hon. member for Townsville.
It is a valuable reform that should have been
introduced long ago.

The hon. member also referred to erosion
that has oceurred in his electorate as the
result of the action of the local authority.
I have investigated the matter and I find
that at the rear of the premises he referred
to there is an open drain. Tt was
constructed by the local authority and erosion
bas taken place from time to time and it
will not be long before the whole or a great
part of the property belonging to -the owner,
a woman, will be swept away. The loeal
authority concerned should take some action
to prevent this result. I do not want to
interfere with the work of local authorities,
but I think the local authority could over-
come tho diffieulty by putting a barrel sewer
through the land that adjoins her land. If
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it is not prepared to do that it should con-
struct some sort of a wall. Otherwise it will
rot be very long before the unfortunate
resident loses the greater part of her prop-
erty. I think it is the responsibility of the
Jocal authority. It would be only fair and
reasonable for it to do something.

Mr. H. B. Taylor: It should not be
necessary for the lady to issue a writ.

Mr. POWER: I called on the lady and
personally inspected the land the last time
I was in Townsville. The local authority
should do something about it. The unfor-
tunate woman is not in a position to take
legal action against the local authority but
if she were I think she would be successful.

Mr. H. B. Taylor: Have you made
representations to the local authority?

Mr. POWER: I have not been asked to
make representations to the local authority.

Mr. Wanstall: It affects only one
property?

Mr. POWER: Yes.

Mr. Wanstall: It is
nuisance?

Mr. POWER: No, but it .is cutting away
the whole of the woman’s property. Out of
common decency the council should do some-
thing for this unfortunate womau. She is
entitled to have some action iaken.

not a public

Mr. Wanstall: If it is a public nuisance
the Attorney-General eould take same action.

My. POWER: The woman has some
justification for her complaint. While I was
there I saw part of the land fall into the
open drain.

't“er. Luckins: You were not standing on
1t

Mr. POWER: I can assure the hon.
member that wherever I stand I have my two
feet planted on firm ground.

The hon. member for Buranda raised the
question of planning for hospitals and school
buildings. That is being considered. We
are hoping to co-opt the services of private
architects, the Under Secretary of the depart-
ment and representatives of the Department
of Health and Home Affairs to see what can
be done in the matter of drawing up standard
plans to meet climatic conditions in various
parts of this State. This should eliminate a
good deal of delay and save money in archi-
tects’ expenses.

The hon. member mentioned also the school
at Junection Park and the new school at
Greenslopes. The department of Public
Works comes into such matters only when so
requested by the Department of Publie
Instruetion. I cam assure the hon. member
that if a request comes 1o me from that
department, early and favourable considera-
tion will be given to it.

I do not pro’pose to touch on the provision
of kindergartens. That is a matter for
another Minigter.
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The building of a new leprosarium at Peel
Island is in abeyance just now. The Govern-
ment are considering whether the building
should be removed to the mainland. If my
memory serves me correctly, our Director-
General of Health and Medical Services will
be going overseas shortly to investigate this
important question.

The hon. member referred to the Ipswich
Road workshops. I have pointed out that by
making a careful survey and a few necessary
alterations and replanning the department,
we have been able to save’ a good deal of
money and put through a good deal more
work. When our raw material comes along
it is assembled in various parts of the work-
shops by tradesmen and we have been able
to train many apprentices there.

At the end of the year we shall be losing
our manager, Mr. Helley., He has had an
extension of his period of service and in
accordance with the policy of the Govern-
ment he now retires. To him I say, ¢‘ Thank
you for a very fine job and I hope that in
your years of retirement you will have a
very happy and peaceful life.’’

We are having difficulty in obtaining the
number of apprentices we require, but every
effort is being made to get them. Mr. Bast
is doing a very good job and is trying to
help us in every possible way.

The hon. member dealt also with matters
of local government. I realise the importance
of local government and shall reply to both
him and the hon. member for Maree later.

For the information of hon. members, let
me say that I have just received the final

figures for Kurilpa.” They disclose a majority

of 1,262 for the Labour candidate, Alderman
Colin Bennett.

The hon. member for Buranda referred to
the need for more buildings at ‘¢ Eventide.”’
The question of accommodation there is one
for the Department of Health and Home
Affairs and I agree with the hon. member
that it is diffieult to have people placed at
the moment. We are trying to overcome the
diffieulty to some extent.

Eventide Homes are not confined to the
metropolitan area. One will be completed at
Rockhampton in the very near future and
there is an excellent one being established at
Charters Towers. Plans are being prepared
for a similar institution at Charleville. In
accordanee with our policy of decentralisation
we are extending these institutions to various
parts of the State.

Mr. Wanstall: People are not obliged to
go to the ome nearest where they live, are
they?

Mr. POWER: They can go where they
like, and I point out that their names relpagl |
on the roll in the distriet in which they lived.

I thank the hon. mémber for Maree fof
his kindly references to the Department 0
Public Works and to me as Minister. Ever}:
hon. member who has spoken to-day has coxt
plimented the department on what it
done, and it is apparent that there 1s V&
little room for criticism. The hon. mem
did get out of*his depth on one occasion wh




Supply. '

speaking about a number of buildings in the
State. When I asked him if he was refer-
ring to any particular building at any par-
ticular place he said that he was referring to
the Department of Agriculture and Stock at
Rockhampton. I thought he would say that,
pecause I know that during a muniecipal
election campaign up there the Rockhampton
<«Bulletin,’’ one of the greatest Tory rags I
have ever known, did not have the common
decency to state the true position.

SQome time ago I visited Rockhampton and
had a conversation with Alderman Jefferies,
the mayor of that city, and whilst I do not
agree with his political views I want to say
that he is entitled to his. I hope the day
will never come when we shall not be able to
exercise our right to vote, and when we
chall have to vote for ome person and one
person only. T discussed this question with
Alderman Jefferies in Roekhampton and he
said that he would be very happy if we could
do something with this building on the
corner of Bolsover and Fitzroy Streets. I
examined the place, and whilst it was rather
a good building internally it was very
dilapidated on the outside. Not being able
to go ahead with a new building I discussed
the repainting of this one. There is mno
doubt that it is an unsightly building and
not at all a eredit to the city of Rock-
hampton. The Rockhampton *‘Bulletin’’
took a photograph of the building and it was
placarded all over the place with the caption,
“¢ Attention, Mr. Power!’’

I want to show hon. members of the
Committee just how unscrupulous this paper
was. I do not mind what people say of me
if it is true, nor do I mind ecriticism, but
I do not like people to get down to the level
of the gutter in their desire to injure the
Government. In thiy photograph you. could
not see the building; all you could see was
the scaffolding round it erected for painting
purposes. Did the newspaper want me to get
up on the scaffolding with a paint brush and
paint it and come into conflict with Mr.
Hanson, I not being a member of the union?
I replied to the rotten rag of a mnewspaper,
but it never published my reply., Why did
it not do the homest and decent thing?

The demolition of this building is now
almost complete. The Government are spend-
ing £175500 on the erection of mnew
Government buildings at Rockhampton. It
will be seen, therefore, that the argument
sometimes used that all money is expended
in the city of Btisbane is not true.

Mr. Brand: It will not be spent this
year, :

Mr. POWER: I have already told the
on., member that this is not an electioneer-
ing stunt, as the works are under way.

Mr. Brand: Not this year.

Mr. POWER: Under way now.

Mr. Brand: Not £175,000 for this year.
. Mr. POWER: If the money can be spent
it will be.

The hon. member for Maree referred to
2 promise made some time ago to abolish the
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old Police Court building at the top of
Adelaide Street and extend Adelaide Street
to North Quay. I know that it is important
that this should be done and I am anxious
to have the work dome, but I cannot agree
with his remark that the huilding is worse
than a garage. In view of the proposed visit
of His Majesty the King these buildings
were repainted. We could mnot demolish
them; we made them as presentable as was
possible. The interior of that building is
quite good; the Police Court offices are good.
One of the greatest difficulties faeing the
Government today is the housing of its
employees. We have to rent offiees from
private enterprise. Complaints are being
made continually by house and land agents
about the number of offices being oceupied
by government employees. I am desirous of
helping these people by erecting new build-
ings "as soon as possible, so that Crown
tenants may be transferred to Government
buildings, but while there is a shortage
of accommodation in Brigsbane and Queens-
land as a whole I do not propose to demolish
this building for the mere purpose of wiping
it out. Tt will be demolished as early as
possible but not while there is a shortage of
Government accommodation. Again I would
remind the hon, member of that oft-repeated
statement of mine, ‘‘“What Labour has
promised, Labour has dome,’’ it may not be
done immediately but it will be done
e\{entually in accordance with our long-range
plan,

The hon. member also suggested that we
should build a new Supreme Court. I think
we should, too, but again it is a question
of what is the most important work to be
done. Should we build a new Supreme
Court first or should we provide other
Government accommodation first?

Then the hon. member referred to the
old Residential Hotel in Mary Street. I sug-
gest that when he is on his way to Parlia-
ment House tomorrow he drive along Mary
Street to see what we have done in the
conversion of this old, dilapidated building
in Mary Street. It is now one of the finest
buildings in Queensland. It was to house the
members of the Coal Board and when I
first took them there they said, ‘*You can-
not do anything with this. Can you mnot
give us something better than this?’’ To-
day it has been converted and re-equipped
and it one of the finest buildings we have.
There is no building that cannot be con-
verted. At the present time this converted
building is being used by the Department
of Mines for the Coal Board and for the,
administration of the  Miners’ Pension
Scheme. The front part of it is to be used
for the purpose of motor-vehicle inspection.
It is not possible to get accommodation for
motor-vehicle inspection at the moment and
the braking of ears is being tested in
William Street. That practice will have to
stop and in the interests of public safety
they will have to be taken off the road.
We shall make provision for the inspecticn
of vehicles in Mary Street. We shall alter
the present practice of jacking up the car
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and testing the brakes by making provision
for them to rum up on a ramp or over a
pit. I agree with the hon. member whole-
heartedly that many things should be done
but the question is which are the more
important. First things must come first.

The hon. member referred also to the
local authorities and specifically referred to
the Jones administration at the City Hall
I have no desire to discuss the merits or
demerits of any Brishane City Couneil
administration, whether controlled by the
late Mr. Alf. Jones or by anyone else. I
am very happy about and proud of the
Jones adminigtration but let me tell the
hon. member that I served for three years
under the Greene administration from 1931
to 1934 and I ean tell him that during that
period the ratepayers contributed their
revenue and had. nothing done with it. Let
us be fair to the Jones administration. Let
us be honest about it. Let us bear in mind
the finanecial difficulties deliberately placed
in the way of the Jones administration. In
accordance with his wusual far-sightedness
Mr. Jones as head of the administration
realised how important electrical equipment
would be in the interests of the eity and so
his council ordered electrical equipment, which
was to be financed with loan funds, but the
financial institutions of Australia would not
make any loan money available to the late
Alf. Jones and his council for the purchase
of these very important materials. Then
the Government of the day passed legislation
authorising the council to increase the rates
by 31d., but only for a limited period, in
order to meet the cost of this equipment.
Let hon. members be fair. I challenge them
to check up my statement to see whether
I am mnot correct in saying that financial
diffieulties were deliberately placed in the
way of Mr. Alf. Jones and his counecil.

I want to point out what actually
happened. The hon. member for Maree said
the people were not satisfied, the rates were
high and the people turned the couneil of the
day out. The present council told the people,
““If you elect us there will be no inerease in
rates; we will reduce rates.’’ What happened?
I made this speech when opening the candida-
ture of the endorsed Labour candidate for
Kurilpa at West End and to use the ¢ Courier-
Mail’’ phrase it brought about the erushing
defeat of the C.M.O. candidate. I then pointed
out that today the City’s rates are the highest
on record and that in addition electric-light
charges have been increased by over 46 per
cent. We know that the present council has
its difficulties and the Government expressed
a desire to help it. The Department of Mines
offered help in getting supplies of coal.

The Lord Mayor made a statemens that was
hardly fair. He made an attack on me about
certain moneys allegedly due by the Queens-
land Housing Commission for the supply of
electricity. We say that it is unfair for the
council to supply us with eleetricity in bulk
at the ordinary, mnot bulk rates, as
charged to private enterprise. If we charged
the tenants of the Commission on a pro-rata
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basis the unfortunate people could not meet
the cost. The Government were prepared to
help the council. The inecrease that has been
made in rates was due to the couneil’s striking
difficulties as a result of the coal strike and
other matters. But let us be fair about the
matter. Our ecritiecs were not fair to the
Jones administration. The Joneg administra-
tion constructed more miles of sewerage in
one year than have been completed by any
suceeeding administration.

Mr. H. B. Taylor: Let the Lord Mayor
reply.

Mr, POWER: That may be all right, but
unfortunately the Press publishes only part
of my reply whereas it publishes the whole
of the Lord Mayor’s statement.

This Government have paid subsidies to
local authorities. Let me give a few figures
to show how an anti-Labour party helped the
poor struggling local authorities. Up to the
end of September this year £10,000,000 in
subsidies was approved for local authorities.
That is a very large sum of money. I am
quoting from information the Treasurer gave
this Commitiee. He said that was an absolute
gift, no repayment being required. But under
anti-Lobour Governments not one penny of
subsidy was given, Labour not only did this
but Labour provided some subsidies that
have amounted to 50 per cent. of the work.
Labour in addition, expended on permanent
main-road works, £13,210,000 in a period of
10 years and charged only £737422 to loeal
authorities.

Let us see what was done by anti-Liabour
Governments to help local authorities in the
western areas. For the three-year period
ended 30 June, 1915, the loans approved to
six loeal authorities in Western Queensland
amounted to £12,900. I am not quoting the
Moore Government, I am quoting Whgt_ was
done by the previous anti-Labour Administra-
tion. Hon. members talk about a new deal
for the West. They call upon the Govern-
ment to do something to help the loeal
authorities and the people in the West. I will
show them what the Government have done
to help the people in the West. The state-
ment to which I am referring shows the finan-
cial aid given to the shires of Barealdine and
Charleville, Longreach, Bareoo, Winton and
Hughenden under the anti-Labour Govern-
ment, as follows—

Loang approved £12,900
That was for the three years of anti-Labour
Government up to 1915, The amount of sub-
sidies approved was nil and the amount of
loans guaranteed nil. To 30 June, 1932,
loans approved amounted to £16,360, subsi-
dies nil, and loans guaranteed, nil. In spite
of these figures, hon. members opposite have
the colossal hide to get up and say the
Government have done nothing for the loeal
authorities. I will let the gemeral public
know who provided the subsidies for local
authorities. It was a Labour Government,
and they were continued by a Labour Govern-
ment. Between 1932 and 1935 in my own
area the Government made available 50 per
cent of the cost of covering the sewer in Lang
Park—~£5,550. We have shown the public
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how we have treated the loeal authorities,
despite the whingeing and wailing of mem-
bers of the Opposition.

The hon. member for Maree referred to
the amalgamation of local authorities. I
point out to him that it is not the intention
of the Government to set out on a policy of
the amalgamation of local authorities. We
amalgamate local authorities only when
requests for amalgamation are received from
local authorities. When Mr. Sewell, the
Director of Local Government, receives these
requests, we have an investigation and
if we feel the time is ripe for doing
something we do it. It is difficult to deal
with these requests today because we mneed
uniform valuations before we can take action.
Numerous requests concerning amalgamation
are waiting to be dealt with by the Depart-
ment of Loeal Government, but we cannot
deal with them at the present time because
we do not think the time is ripe for doing
80,

I want to show the value of the merging
of the local authorities on the South Coast.
We heard a good deal to the effect that the
amalgamation would not be in the interests of
the great majority of the people there. We
were told the mayor would be picked from
Southport. A deputation from Nerang met
me and said, ‘¢ We shall have no chance; there
will be domination from Southport.”” The
position is just the opposite. A mayor has
been eleeted from Coolangatta and the choice
is an excellent one.

Mr. Luckins: A good choice.

Mr., POWER: A very good choice. I
think Alderman Peak is doing a good job.
The deputy mayor, Mr. Low, of Southport,
is running about, and you cannot always
believe what he says—and I am going to tell
him that at a public meeting as soon as I
get an opportunity. He made the statements
when he addressed a meeting of the progress
agsociation that I had refused to visit the
South Coast in connection with the building
restrictions down there, That was entirely
untrue. Mr. Low has made a number of
statements but one must be very careful as to
whether one believes them or mot. Mr. Low
is not truthful in many of his statements. I
receive requests from members of the Oppo-
gition to wvisit their electorates and I am
prepared to go to their electorates if it is
at all possible. I am quite happy to meet
the wishes of the members of the Opposition
in that respect, but although they ask me
to go to their electorates so that I may be
enabled to decide whether certain work
should be done there, they get in a little
ingidious propaganda by asking a question
in this House as to a Minister’s expenses.
That is rather unfair. Not that I am con-
cerned about it. If a Minister has to travel
he is entitled to eertain expenses, for which
he must present the requisite voucher.

I can tell Mr. Low that in the very near
future I shall be meeting him. I shall be ask-
ing him to call a meeting of the progress
association and I shall be there fo
meet them, Mr. Low asked me to meet a
deputation long before this amalgamation
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took place. I asked the hon. member for
Albert to go to the meeting but that hon.
member was not asked to introduce the depu-
tation. When I arrived at the hall I said
to Mr. Low, ¢‘Will Mr, Plunkett be introdue-
ing this deputation? Otherwise I will not
meet it if he does not.”” A certain amount
of courtesy is due to a member of Parlia-
ment, whether he is on the Government or
Opposition side. Mr. Low replied, ‘‘Oh yes,
I intended to do that,’’ but I know that he
did not ask the hon. member for Albert.
If that is the type of gentleman Mr. Low
is, he is not going to get under my skin.
After the House rises and I have finished
doing my bit for the return of the Labour
Government to the Federal Parliament, I pro-
pose to ask the local progress association
down there to permit me to address them.
I will then tell Mr. Low a few home truths.
Although he has made statements to his town
clerk, his mayor, and his aldermen that he
has aceess to Minister’s officers and can get
information from the files because he was
private secretary to Mr. Godfrey Morgan, a
one-time Minister of the Crown in Queens-
land, I can assure him that he has not access
to my office, except by appointment. I have
instructed the Director of Loeal Government
that he is to get no information from the
files unless the request comes officially
through the proper channel. He has deceived
his ecouneil on more occasions than one. I can
tell Mr. Low that I shall be quite happy to
meet him—I shall be meeting him in the
very near future, on the same platform.

To show that value of amalgamation of
local authorities I propose to deal b.neﬂy
with the Albert Shire Council. The chairman
is an excellent man. He has a ton of a},blpty
and common sense and plenty of initiative.
As a result of the amalgamation of shires
there, and the creation of the new‘Albert
shire, -1 had the privilege of attending the
first meeting of the council. Before I left
T gave the eouncillors certain advice and they
acted on it. That is a matter of policy.
Today there is a dispute as to whether the
council offices shall be at Southport, Beenleigh
or Mudgeeraba. When Parliament rises I
shall be happy to go down and investigate
the position and after that I will make a
decision. It seems to be the desire of the
people to have the offices in the local-authority
area to meet the convenience of the people
who have to use the offices. They must be
considered. I propose to visit the South Coast
to deal with that matter.

To show the Committee the result of the
amalgamation and the work by this new coun-
cil, T will read these letters of appreciation—

¢¢Slacks Creek,
¢¢16th September, 1949.

““Mr. E. J. Gaven,

¢“Chairman, Albert Shire Couneil.
¢‘Dear Sir,

‘“We, the resident ratepayers of Daisy
Hill road, wish to show our appreciation of
the workmanlike job completed this week
on Daisy Hill road.
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€Tt is the most efficient job done on this
Toad in the last twenty years, and to the
men respongible we extend our thanks, and
bope the good work is continued in the

future.
““Yours faithfully, .
¢¢(8gd.) Joseph Dennis,
Sam Dennis,
. Frank Dennis,
A. G. Harrison,
C. G. Shailer,
A. W. Shailer,
Messrs, C. E. and F. Smith,
R. A. Seriven,
J. Finek.”’ -
Here is another letter, dated 10 Oectober,
1949, to the same chairman—

‘‘Dear Sir,

‘Tt is with great pleasure that I pen
these few lines in appreciation of your
very prompt consideration of my letter re
dust nuisance written a few days ago. My
wife and I are indeed grateful for the
watering of the road and for the promise
of the road being gravelled at a later
date. In passing, I would like to mention
that I have heard numerous complimentary
remarks passed by local residents re the
good work that is being done by the

Council and also the efficiency of your -

workmen,
‘“Thanking you sincerely onee again,
““Yours faithfully,
‘“(Signed) J. W. Creed.”’
Then we have a further letter from Bris-
hane, reading—

‘“The Shire Clerk,

“¢ Albert Shire Council,

‘‘Dear Sir,

‘“We note with satisfaction the recon-
ditioning of certain roads in the Kingston
distriet.
¢‘South Queensland Mines Pty. Ltd.”’
Then there is a letter from ome of the

most important organisations in South
Jueensland. Hon. members of the Opposition
may not think it is, but I do. It is from
the Australian Labour Party, Xingston
Branch, and reads—

“‘Dear Sir, .

‘‘1 have been directed to eonvey to you,
on behalf of my branch, our appreciation
of the road maintenance work recently
carried out by your men in the Kingston
and Woodridge districts.

“‘This work has been efficiently and
capably performed to the complete satis-
faction of the residents of these districts.

“Your faithfully,

‘¢ (Signed) H. Rohl,
‘‘Hon. Secretary,
‘¢ Australian Labour Party,
“¢‘Kingston Branch.’’
Here is another from a progress associ-
ation—
“‘Dear 8ir, ‘
‘‘My association has instiucted me to

express to your counecil our appreciation -

and thanks for their co-operation in
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obtaining the construction by the Main
Roads Commission of the diffieult first two
miles of the road through the Springbrook
settlement.

‘*The work has been carried out quickly
and efficiently and, we believe, at well
under the estimated cost.

‘“Yours faithfully,
‘¢ (Signed) D. V. Ward,
‘‘Hon Seeretary,
‘¢Springbrook Progress Association,’’

Those letters prove that the value of the
amalgamation of loeal authorities is being
appreciated by the people in the areas con-
cerned. Under the previous system, it was
impossible to get anything done, because the
money was not there to do it. I do not wish
to critiecise the previous local authorities and
I give them full marks for what they have
done with the limited funds available to
them, but with the amalgamation they have
exeellent workmen and plant and are able to
do jobs mueh more cheaply.

The hon. member for Maree referred to
the work of the Valuer-General’s Depart-
ment. It has mot yet been completed,
because we have had difficulty, owing to the
war, in obtaining staff. In addition, we
have made some of our officers available to
the Department of Public Lands to help with
the settlement of returned soldiers. We have
now a number of trainees, many young men
being trained, and many who have qualified
as valuers, and some progress is being made.

A very good job is being done by the
loeal authorities in the town of South Coast
and the Albert shire. The next valuation to
be undertaken by the Valuer-General’s
Department is that very important one, that
of the city of Brisbane. It is going to be a
tremendous tagk and I must say that
although I disagree at times with the Lord
Mayor and his council, he has been co-opera-
tive on many matters, and I feel that he will
co-operate with the Valuer-General because
I know he is anxious to have this valuation
earried out.

The hon. member also dealt with the
question of homes. That is really covered by
another vote, but we are having difficulty
today because of the alleged green belt
declared by the Brisbane City Council. The
Brigsbane City Council has thrown a green
belt round the City of Brisbane. I endeavour
at all times to abide by the ordinances of
a loeal authority, but I find that as a resulb
of this proposed green belt, the Brisbane
City Council has refused to allow certain
lands to be subdivided and sold for building
blocks.

There is a right of appeal against the
decision of any local authority that refuses
permission for the subdivigion of any lant
or imposes conditions on the subdivisiol
that are considered unreasomable. A numbef
of appeals have been made from time |
time. A person who thinks he. has cause 107

matter to me. .1 can deal with it myse
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_ appoint somebody to do so. As I do not
 consider myself an authority, I appoint a
surveyor to hear such an appeal. I think I
am right in saying that the Brisbane City
Council has lost on every appeal to the
gurveyor-General, with one exception, and in
that case some modification was made. This
is the council that talks about democracy
and about too much Government control and
snterference by the Government and yet
some time ago it submitted an ordin-
ance to me for my approval that provided
that the aggrieved person should have no
right of appeal. It asked me to give it the
right to deny a man the right of appeal.

divide you have to put a strip of bitumen
down, provide water channelling, - conerete
footpaths, and if you do that you will not
recover sufficient money to cover what you
have spent. The right of appeal is being
freely exercised and on virtually every
oecasion the appellant has been successful.
“ This is the council that eomplains about
Government interferepce and too many con-
trols and the very council that submitted
an ordinance to me that would stop people
from having the right of appeal. I have no
intention whatever of granting the request.
If there is to be criticism of the Government
and of me, let us know the true faets, be-
cause today people are being bluffed—and
I use that word advisedly—by the Chandler
administration. It has been imposing condi-
tions on the subdivision of land for which
it has no authority. There is no town plan
for the city of Brigsbane and despite all the
talk no such plan has ever been approved
by the Government. No wonder the electors
of Kurilpa woke up to what is going on
and gave their votes to the Labour Party.
_This talk about an alleged green belt is only
omething in the minds of Mr. Chandler
_and the members of his party. The whole
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-position has to be cleaned up and I am

waiting for the submission of a town plan
for the city of Brisbane.

We hear much about zones and the zoning
of an area as a residential area. One day
you piek up a newspaper and you find that
an application has been made for permis-
sion to establish a light industry in a ecer-
tain residential area; the next day there is
an application to establish a light-heavy
industry and later on you - get applications
for flats. How can there be town planning
if there is no town plan? We eleeted men
to control the affairs of the city of Brisbane
and I say that the people of Brisbane are
being bluffed by the Lord Mayor in his talk
about a town plan that. does not exist. The
council cannot prevent the survey of any
land on the ground that there is a green
belt—whiech does not exist. I want the
public to know that and I also want them
to know that if the council refuses to ap-
prove of a subdivision the landowner has
the right of appeal. As a matter of faet, I
could determine the matter myself, by virtue
of my position of Minister in charge of
local government, but rather than have a
political argument with the Lord Mayor 1
allow the matter to be determined by an
independent tribunal appointed by me on
.the recommendation of my Director of Local
Government. )

I think T have dealt sufficiently with that
matter. I come now to the subject of valua-
tions. The Valuer-General has done much
I am
sorry that the hon. member for Aubigny is
not present today because I wanted to tell
him that I gave him some wrong figures the
other night and I want to correet them now.
Since the Valuer-General has undertaken the
valuation of various parts of the State
valuations have been completed in the local
authorities of Chinchilla, Mount Morgan,
Murilla, Toowoomba, Wambo and Taroom.
The following table shows percentages of
J(C)_bjections to the total number of valua-
ions :—

Number of | Objecti o ent. of | previous Shi Valuer- Per Cent,
. Local Authority. umber 0 jections ioctlons to | Previous Shire|  goperars Increase in
. Valuations. Lodged. ‘I;Iaulmcieg x?st: Valuation. Valuation. Valuation.
=~ £ £
Chinchilla .. 2,063 103 5 436,508 1,130,926 159-03
Mount Morgan .. 1,779 90 5 70,595 65,960 | 655
L, . decrease
Muritla, ., 1,609 48 3 280,148 749,575 ( 159'24)
‘Toowoomba 11,442 532 46 1,171,665 2,765,787 136:06
Vambo . . 2,812 75 27 842,607 2,379,087 182-33

The hon. member for Aubigny said that I
and my friend Shylock, the Treasurer, put
our heads together and conspired through the
Valuer-General to have higher valuations
brought about so that we could, aceording to
¢ hon. member, get a rake-off in the form
f land tax. The hon. member should know
at lapd valuations for land-tax purposes are
etermined by 1942 values and that there
uld be no inerease in valuations for land-
X purposes, even though the Valuer-General
Creased the valuations by 400 per cent. It

will be seen that the number of valuations
made in the Wambo shire was 2,812 and that
the percentage of objections to the valuations
was the lowest of the lot, 2.7 per cent. The
previous Shire' Couneil’s valuation was
£842,607 whereas the Valuer-General’s valua-
tion was £2,379,087, an inerease of 182.33 per
cent., the highest percentage increase in all
the valuations made.

In the shire of Taroom, 1,075 valuations
were made, 42 objections were lodged, the
percentage of objections to the number of
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valuations was four, the total valuation of
the shire previously was £383,839, the valua-
tion of the Valuer-General £1,059,850 and
the increase in- valuations was 176,12 per
cent. It will be seen there has been a large
increase in the aggregate valuations. If
I had the time I could give the amount of
the reduction that has taken place in rates
as a result of the increased valuations. As
I pointed out, some local authorities believe
in a low valuation and a high rate while
others believe in the converse. 1 contend
that land should be correetly valued and the
levying of the rate is a matter entirely for
the local authority.

The officers of the Valuer-General’s Depart-
men receive no instructions whatsoever in
making the valuation., They are guided
entirely by the Valuations of Land Act. The
implication of the hon. member for Aubigny
that a direction on the matter was given by
the Treasurer or by me for the purpose of
getting more revenue from land tax is abso-
Tutely wrong. I do not think that the hon.
member implied it wilfullv—I give him
credit for being an hones man-——neverthe-
less that is the inference to be drawn from his
remarks., The Valuer-General is free to make
valuations strietly in accordance with the
Aet, and receives no directions from me
whatsoever, except in staff matters and as
to the areas where valuations are to be made.
1 accept the advice of the Valuer-General
when he proceeds to make valuations.

Mr. TURNER (Xelvin Grove) (3.43
p.m.): When the Labour Government were
returned in 1932 they immediately proceeded
to put into effect their policy of providing
.work for the people at award rates of wages.
Whenever a building was erected the people
were appreciative, but the erection of publie
buildings has become so frequent that the
department has lost a large measure of the
appreciation due to it. Wherever one may
look one ean see a new building going up
under the direction of the department. The
erection of a public building has become so
common that it has been taken as an every-
day event and people take mo notice of 'it.

Tt is interesting to see the amount of
public works done throughout the State and
I am happy to note that North amd North-
West Queensland are getting their share of
public buildings, notwithstanding that we
have been accused of forgetting about and
neglecting those parts of the State. In every
part of the North and North-West the depart-
ment ig providing buildings of some kind or
another in the interests of the people.

On page 15 of the departmental report we
find that for the ten-year period 1938-39 to
1948-49 £4,756,000 has been spent on public
buildings. During the war years building
aetivities were restricted considerably and
only £1,000,000 was spent between 1939 and
1945. 1In the last three years, from 1946 to
1049, the Government have spent £2,900,000
on public buildings such as sechools and hos-
pitals. That is a wonderful effort—just
under £3,000,000 in the last three years on
public works. They are endeavouring to
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overtake the lag that occurred during the
war years: This department has been operat-
ing in every sphere of public life,

Reference was made by members of the
Opposition last week to the architecture of
our new buildings, which they econdemmed.
That should be left entirely to the architeets
who apply science to their work and who are
ever looking for improvement. When we
realise the reasons for some of these improve-
ments we appreciate their work. Buildings
such as Parliament House and the Treasury
Building are beautiful to the eye, but the
ornamental work is the greatest of dirt
collectors and a breeding ground for disease.
The architect of today is not neglecting that
factor. Wherever he can put a smooth oval
surface that will cast off rather than collect
dirt, he does so.

Mr. Aikens: Can they build a building
that will not attract the pigeons?

Mr. TURNER: That is a thing they are.
attempting to do. In the latest sehool plans
they endeavour to do it. In the front of
the buildings, where they usually put orna-
mentations, they put a sloping eoping so that
the birds could not rest on them and the
buildings retain their beauty and are not
disfigured by these birds.

I wish to pay tribute to the work that is
carried out by the employees of the depart-
ment, whose work is so thorough and com-
plete that it is virtually everlasting. Trades-
men in 100 years’ time will have mueh to
learn from the work that is dome by our
present Jjourneymen, just as our present
journeymen have learned from the work of
their predecessors.

The Minister, in reply to the recommenda-
tions of the Opposition, referred to the
Supreme Court in George Street. I do hope
that when the road goes through there some
consideration will be given to the construetion
of a bridge from the Southside. I feel sure
that with the lowering of Coronation Drive
from Ann Street to Vietoria Bridge there
will be ample height for a bridge from the
South side and entering George Street with-
out turning sharply. Some doubt has been
expressed about the lasting qualities of
Vietoria Bridge. A few years ago experts
from the University recommended the lifting
of some of the strain from that bridge and
the heavy conmcrete road was removed, and
even the foot-walks were reduced to remove
some of the strain and allow the bridge to
be used with eomplete safety. In a very few
years’ time something must be done to
provide a new bridge to ease the strain on
Victoria Bridge. 1 feel that my suggested
bridge to the northern bank of the river at
a level to conneet with Adelaide Street will
be useful in that it will not interfere with
the flow of traffic along Coronation Drive
below.

T expressed my appreeciation to the Minis-
ter and his officers for what has been done
to the only school in my electorate. It is
strange that although my electorate is 3%
square miles in area, unfortunately for me—
and I say that deliberately—I have only one
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school in that electorate. Having the interests
of the education of our children at heart, I
very much regret that fact, but as an offset
I have the satisfaction of knowing that two
schools are situated on the boundary line and
the majority of the children attending these
two schools live in the Kelvin Grove elee-
torate. I look forward to the opening of the
new school at Kelvin Grove, which really is
in the Minister’s own electorate. I was
very pleased to hear the interjection of the
hon. member for Hamilton to the Minister
that this was the best school in the Stafe.
But that is only in conformity with depart-
mental practice. Architeets and officers of
the department are confinually seeking to
further improve school buildings and I agree
with the hon. member for Hamilton that up
to date the new Kelvin Grove school is the
finest school building in this State. I .hope
that the Minister and his officers will now
turn their attention to the erection of a new
infants’ school, which is very necessary. If
this work is proceeded with immediately, the
workmen and plant on the Xelvin Grove
school could be transferred at once to the
new infants’ school.

All over the Btate one sees new hospitals
being erected, additions being made to exist-
ing hospital buildings, and hospital buildings
being repaired. I again congratulate the
department on the work it is doing in this
respeet. 1 also congratulate them on their
efforts in providing homes for the people. I
am happy to be able to say that the Queens-
land department has done a bigger job than
any other State in the Commonwealth, and in
faet in any other part of the world. An
extraet from the Brisbane ‘‘Courier-Mail’’
proves that statement. I commend the Minis-
ter and his officers for placing the Queensland
Government in such a happy position. The
‘“Courier-Mail’’ of 31 May, 1949, stated that
the mayor of Richmond made the statement
that as many as five families were living
together in sub-standard death-trap homes
in Melbourne industrial suburbs, but Vietoria
and South Australia are continually being
held up to this Government as examples of
what can be done in providing additional
homeg for the people.

I would suggest to the Minister and his
departmental officers that in future building
projects they give some counsideration to the
worker who wishes to build his own home.
Today any worker wishing to build a home
for himself through the State Advances
Corporation has to seek land in the outer
suburbs of Brisbane and pay for it through
the neck. In faet, I go so far as to say he
is being exploited by the owners of the land.
As the department is able to buy large areas
for its building projeets. I suggest that
at least 10 per cent. of the area bought
be set aside for workers who want to build
their own homes. This would enable them
to buy it at a price that is suitable to the
department but one that I know would be
considerably less than the price these people
are asked to pay for land today because of
black-marketing and exploitation. If that was
done it would give fremendous satisfaction
to the workers and many people who own
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small areas who sell one allotment at a time
and in this way stabilise the price of the
rest of their land.

Again I express appreciation of the depart-
ment’s activities and hope it will continue
its programme of works on public buildings,
sehools in particular,

I feel that it is now appropriate for me
to ask that something be done about provid-
ing the post-primary sehool that was promised
for my electorate six years ago, at which
the children of mnot only Kelvin Grove but
parts of Enoggera and the Ithaca electorates
could obtain secondary education. = The
Minister and his officers have fulfiilled a
promise made three years ago fo provide
facilities for ‘domestic scienee and manual
training -at’ the Ithaca Creek school. These
additions are almost completed and the train-
ing will be available at the beginning of
next year. It will be a boon mot only fo
the pupils of Ithaca Creek school but to
children from the Oaskleigh, Ashgrove and
Newmarket schools, all of whom will be saved
the long journey to Milton.

Mr. INGRAM (Keppel) (3.59 pm.): At
the outset I sincerely congratulate the Minis-
ter, his Under Secretary, his staff and the
workers of the department for the magnificent
job they have done and are doing throughout
the State. In eongratulating those people I
am sineere. Unlike hon. members opposite,
T do not congratulate the Minister, and then
immediately use the word ““but’’ and start
eringeing and whingeing. I have often
thought of bringing not a packet but a whole
box of whingeing powders for hon. members
opposite who complain no matter what the
Government do for the benefit of the State.

It has been said by many hon. members
opposite that our schools throughout the
State have been neglected. I am indeed sorry
that certain hon. members opposite are not in
their places this afternoon. It is a sorry
gpectacle to see only three hon. members of
the Country Party and two hon. members
of the Liberal-Queensland People’s Party in
the Chamber listening to this very important
debate today. I am surprised. What are
they getting paid fort Is it to go about
electioneering and not caring for the people
in this State?

The hon. member for Bast Toowoomba
gtated in this Chamber only the other day
that the schools in the, State were sadly
neglected. I say that is a deliberate false-
hood and that the schools in the country are
as well if not better looked after than ecity
schools. I propose to quote figures to prove
that statement. My electorate is one of the
many in Queensland and I should like hon.
members to know what has been done in my
electorate since I have been its member.
Prior to my advent to this Parliament abso-
lutely nothing. was done in the electorate
because ‘it was represented by a Tory who
did not eare a tinker’s cuss about the people
of the State. If members of the Opposition
care to get about and. see what requires
being done they can approach the Secretary
for Public Instruction and the Seeretary for
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Public Works, Housing and Loecal Govern-
. ment and place requests before those gentle-
men and things will be done for them. No,
all they are concerned about is looking after
their private interests.

I propose to quote the figures in relation
to 50 schools in my electorate. Three have
been removed and one has been closed. These
figures show the money expended on each
school since I have been hon. member for
Keppel—

£
Alton Downs 512
Bajool .. .. 724
Barwoya Centra 131

Barwoya East .. .. ..o 101
Boondoola, .. .. .. 20
(This school has been eclosed
for some time because of mno
children.)

Bracewell 756
Buneeba .. 228
Bungandarra .. .. .. 33
Calmorin .. 443
Cawarral .. .. . 31
Cedar Vale .. .. .. 79
Cowoonga, .. .. .. 67
Dalma Serub 168
Don - River 275
Dululu .. .. ..o 173
Wilmot .. .. .. .. 82
FEmu Park 892
Etna Creek .. .. .. 120
Faraday . - . 63
Farnborough ' 321
Frenchville 1,415
Garnant 154
Glenmore 329
Jogkeleigh 120
Kalapa .. 2,314
Keppel Sands .. 124
Lake’s Creek .. .. .. b598
Langmorn .. .. .. 84
Machine Creek .. 175
Marlborough 723
Marmor 328
Milman .. .. .. .. 154
Mt. Chalmers .. 48

(This school has been rem(.)\}ed.)
Nankin Junection

(School closed.)

Nerimbera .. 1738
Parkhurst .. .. . 1,860
Pink Lily . o 47
Port Curtis Roa 524
Pheasant Creek 595
Raglan . 115
Ridglands .. .. 3870
N Rossmoya, .. .. .. 69,
Stanwell 260
Targinnie 135
The Caves .. .. 481
Upper Ulan .. .. .. 88
Wattle Bank 103
Westwood 439
Wowan . .. 598
Yeppoon .. 2,319

Those figures illustrate what the Department
of Public Works has spent on the schools in
my electorate during the time I have been itg
member. I visited each school and noted its
condition ‘and by approaching both depart-
ments I have had these improvements carried
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out. The figures show the falsehoods told by
Opposition members in this Parliament.
What the Government have done for my
electorate they have done for other
electorates.

A home for old people is being built at
Rockhampton at a cost of £131,000 and will
be the equal of any home of its kind in
Queensland. : The Government *tare for the
sick and suffering, as well as the aged. This
home has been built in Rockhampton so thag

.the old people coming from Central Queens-

land will not have to come all the way to
Brisbane. They will spend their last days
at Rockhampton, where they will be near
their relatives. In the Tory days the Govern-
ments did nothing. They let the old people
die ~under the trees. ~We are a humane
Government and we shall continue to be so.

The other day an hon. member complained
that in his electorate the children in eating
their lunches under the school had to sit in
the dust. He may be right up to a point but
when I first came into Parliament there was
dust under schools in my electorate too but
I immediately took the matter up with the
Department of Public Instruetion and the
Secretary for Public Works and the ground
under the schools was concreted right away.
Tory members could do the same thing if
they only took an interest in their electorates.
It is all very well for them to ecriticise the
Minister and the Government but they are
not doing their job, they are only looking
after their own private interests. They were
returned to Parliament to see that justice was
done and that is what they should do.

Much has been said about loeal govern-
ment. It has been said by hon. members
opposite that loeal authorities have done a
magnificent job. Some have, but others have
done a damned bad job so far in my elee-
torate. Would they be able to do even
what they are doing today were it not for
help given by the Government? Could they
éarry on without the grants, loans and sub- -
sidies given by the Government? No other
Government throughout the world give the
subsidies and consideration to loeal authori-
ties that the State Labour Government
give. Hon. members opposite never thought
about the local authorities during their
term in office; it was only the Labour Gov-
ernment who thought of the interests of the
people in this respect. No main roads would
have been built but for the Labour Govern-
ment. In certain parts of emny electorate
controlled by local authorities some of the
roads are an absolute disgrace—there is mof
even means of transport so that children
may get to school. These local authorities
are not looking after the interests of the |
people; they are simply looking after them:
The trouble is that some of thexilfl
concentrate on building up an office stal
rather than on spending the ratepayets
money on giving the people decent roads

Mr. Mualler: You take all their money

Mr. INGRAM: The hon. member taT
the share farmers. ]
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local authorities could not do what they
are doing today if it were not for the help
given to them by the Government.

We should have more amalgamation of
tocal authorities. Take the seaside resorts
of Yeppoon, Keppel Sands and Emu
Park. While they continue under the con-
trol of the Livingstone Shire Coygneil they
will be an absolute disgrace. I%¥look for-
ward to the time when there is a Greater
Rockhampton City Council to take over the
control of these seaside resorts.

I appeal to hon. members opposite not to
cringe, cry, and squeal in the Chamber and
not to complain that the Government have
not done this and have mnot done that but
to approach the business of the Committee
properly. If they do, I am satisfied justice
will be done, and that is all that is required.
TLet them approach the Minister in a
proper way but not with an air of demand-
ing things. The idea of demanding things
is bred in the Communist school— ‘I de-
mand this’’? and ‘‘I demand that.”” You
will never get anything done by doing that.
Approach the Minister properly and you
will get justice.

Mr. MORRIS (Enoggera) (4.9 p.m.): It
js very interesting to know that the homn.
member for Keppel has found the secret of
having his electorate looked after by appeal-
ing to the Minister. This Qommit;tee will
pay a great deal of respect to his statemént
because many of us do want to get work
done in our electorates. We are deeply grate-
ful to the hon. member for Keppel. He told
us that if we make an appeal in the proper
way to the Minister we shall have the needs
of our schools and other public buildings
attended to. I will put his advice into effeet.
I will now make an appeal to the Minister
and, in all faith and hope, look forward to
the immediate rectification of the position I
will outline. The Minister will agree that
I have never appealed to him for extraneous
work on school buildings and grounds unless
the need was really urgent! I have a great
deal of sympathy with the requirements of
the department. Housing must have first
consideration, but there are certain circum-
stances and -additions that make work onm
schools a vital necessity. I will tell the hon.
géntleman of one school in my -electorate
where work is urgently needed. I have on a
previous oceasion appealed to the Minister
for work on this particular school but evi-
dently I did not follow the instructions of
the hon. member for Keppel. .1 hope I shall

be a little more successful on this occasion. .

The school I wish to interest the Minister
in is the Mitchelton State School. I pre-
viously asked for help and a certain amount
of work has been done but not to the extent
that is needed. I will concede that the Min-
ister has made arrangements for the erection
of two additional rooms. Up to a point they
will cater for the present needs of the school
but we must consider not only the present
requirements. It us examine the position.
At present classes are being conducted in

-
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temporary buildings under the main build-
ing. I do not think the temporary classrooms
will pass the City Council by-laws as there
is not sufficient clearance between one floor
and the other. Nevertheless they are serving
their purpose. Mosi of the time the children
work under artificial light. That is not fair
or right. The two new rooms that the Min-
ister has arranged to be built will cover the
school’s needs up to Christmas time, but in
January the position will be entirely different.
Over the last two or three years the school
population at Mitchelton has inereased enor-
mously., -~ Today 505 pupils are enrolled.
There is no district where more rapid im-
provement and growth have taken place. In
the last two years 450 building permits have
been issued. Every new home will add to
the school population. The school eommittee
has made a survey of the area in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the sechool. 1t revealed that
an additional 90 to 100 scholars ean be
expected in January next. Immediately there
1s extra population the school will be inade-
quate. ‘There will be a further addition in
that'in the area 61 new homes are being
built, excluding the State Housing Commis-
sion’s  homes. If you take the figure
of 500 at the present time, and add
100 who will be enrolled from the residents
moving there, that gives a school population
of 600. If you add the 61 new homes that
are being built by private enterprise and
let us assume from each of those homes there
will be an average of one new pupil from
every home, that will make the school popula-
tion 661 in January. In addition to that
there is also the Grovely housing area. 1
think 650 new homes are being built in the
Grovely area; of those about 14 are already
erected.

Mr. Power: Every week tenants are
going in.

Mr. MOBRIS: Exactly. At the present
time there are 14, and I think it would be
safe to assume that by January when the
sehool year starts there will be another 30.
That will be 44 in addition to the 660, which
gives us approximately 700 school children in
January mext year. Actually there will be
600 by the end of the coming year. In each
of these houses there will be one new pupil
for the school. It is the policy of the Govern-
ment to see that large families go into these
houses, so we can assume that one new child
will be added for each house occupied. So
our figure of 660 comes to 700, and there are
another 600, making 1,300 school pupils by
The Housing Com-
mission has taken over two new blocks near
the Grovely housing estate, and I think the
Minister will agree that it is fair to assume
that another 200 houses will be built on the
two new blocks; and if one child per house
is added, we get another 200, which brings
the school population to 1,500 by the end of
next year.

Having established that, T now make this
point: the school that is there and to which
extra rooms have been added is built on two
acres of ground and these additional rooms
take away considerably from the playing area.
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If the two acres were a good playground
area, I should say it was not too bad an
allowance -for that purpose, but these two
acres are not good playing fields or good
school grounds at all. The department has
a very suitable piece of ground not very far
away from the present Mifchelton school and
I make this appeal to the Minister: in view
of the fact that the school population is
likely by the end of 1950 to be from 1,000
to 1,200, to be conservative, the time to build
a new school at Mitchelton is not in one or
two years, or in the far distant future, but
now, If mno action is taken by the Govern-
ment to erect a building and do the work
quickly, by the time they get on with the
Job the school population will have grown
out of all recognition and it will be utterly
impossible to house the pupils.

Possibly it will be said by the Minister
that I have already had a new school erected
in my electorate in the last couple of years.
That is true and I am very pleased that
Stafford has had a new up-to-date school
building. It is a good school and everybody
who has anything to do with it is very
pleased with it in every way, Notwithstand-
ing the urgency of the Stafford school—and
it was urgent—the Mitchelton school is the
most urgently required of all schools in the
metropolitan area. The abnormally rapid
growth of the population in that area
absolutely justifies a new school, and quickly.
The committee of the school meets regularly.
The members of the committee have not been
altogether worried about the present position
because they know housing must come first
but when they realise how the area is growing
they are very worried and have asked me to
bring this matter to the attention of the
Minister so that he will be aware of the
facts—that although there are only 500
children there today the Iikelihood is that
there will be over 1,000 in 12 months’ time.
Unless action is taken almost immediately to
erect a school it will be too late to satis-
factorily cover the wants as they will arise.

I should like the Minister not only to con-
sider the erection of this new school building
but to tell the people of the district that it
is to take place in the very near future. If
he does that it will give them hope and
they will know that something is to be done.

There is no school in the metropolitan area
with a better school committee than the
Wilston State school. Over the years this
committee has contributed many amenities to
the sehool. Tt has provided a swimming pool
and all the amenities that go with it, such
ag dressing sheds. 'The parents are very
pleased that the Wilston school has these
facilities but these dressing sheds and all
the other extras to a swimming pool are in
a very bad state of repair. They urgently
need painting.

Mr, Jesson: That is a matter for the
Department of Public Instruction.

Mr. MORRIS: The Department of
Public Works and the Department of Public
Ingtruction  have adopted a policy that a
building erected by a  school .committee,
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although it becomes the property of the Gov-
ernment, will not be kept in repair by the
Government. That is all wrong. This policy
is entirely wrong and unfair. A committee
works hard to provide amenities beyond those
at other schools but it must accept the
responsibility of the upkeep of these buildings
year after year. Surely a building, having
become the property of the Government,
should be kept in repair by the Government.

T mention these two schools in particular

- although there are matters connected with

other schools in my electorate that I should
like to refer to. Those two are perhaps the
most urgent and most necessary works at
the moment. I will not ask for anything
at the expense of the housing programme
because that must receive first priority unless
the matter is as urgent as are those I have
mentioned this afternoon.

Hon, W. POWER (Barcona—Secretary
for Public Works, Housing and Local
Government) (4.25 p.m.): One matter to
which I should have referred this morning
was the painting of the Obi Obi State School
referred to by the hon, member for Cooroora
last week. He said that lead paint had been
used and the painter was required to take
the paint off and repaint the school. That
is correct. We called tenders for the paint-
ing of that school. It is our policy to call
tenders where we cannot carry out work by
day-labour, and we lay down certain speecifi-
cations, which provide amongst other things
that lead paint must not be used where it is
accessible to children. We accepted one
tender, the work was completed, and the man
was paid. We did not analyse the paint
because we thought we were dealing with a
man who would honour his obligations.

. B{ﬁr. Low: He did not know it had lead
m It

Mr. POWER: Did he buy it ready mixed,
or did he mix it himself?

Mr. Low: He bought it from a firm.

Mr. POWER: In any case, the responsi-
bility was his, not the department’s. He
did a job, for which he was paid. We then
learnt that the paint contained lead and he
has been directed that he must remove that
paint and repaint the school at his own
expense. We told him to carry out certain
works and he signed a contract and specifica-
tions which provided that lead paint would
not be used where it was accessible to chil-
dren. He used lead paint and he must now
remove it. The department cannot be ecriti-
cised or blamed for the aections of a man
who did not play the game.

Mr., Low: He told me your inspector
said he was after the chap who supplied the
paint.

Mr. POWER: We are not concerned
about the man who supplied the paint. That
is entirvely a matter for the Health Depart-
ment. This man did not carry out the con-
ditions of the contraet and he has to repaint
the school at his own expense. The hon.
member eriticised the department. There is
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an explanation of the whole thing and I am
giving the true facts. I think the hon.
menber told me the man was a farmer.

Mr, Low: He is a very decent fellow
and I think you will find he bought the
paint and the chap who sold it to him put
it over him.

Mr, POWER: But the hon. member
criticised the department. He said that we
passed the work, paid for it and now had
to do the work all over again, We aceepted
the man as being bona fide and when we
found that he was not we directed them to
correet the position. Could any department
do more than that?

I thank the hon. member for Keppel for
his kindly remarks. According to the list he
read out today, the officers of the depart-
ment have treated him very well. Let me
repeat here that I do not decide what works
have to be earried out. It would be unfair
for me to decide that one job should receive
preference over another or whether work should
be carried out in the Oxley electorate or in
my electorate. We have inspectors making
continual inspections and ascertaining which
are the most urgent and most important
works. Acting on the recommendations of
my officers I approve of certain expenditure.
‘When the expenditure exeeeds a certaia sum,
the matter must go to the Executive Counecil.

Mr. Kerr: What is the amount?

Mr. POWER: £1,000. I am glad to know
that we have at least one satisfied customer
and one hon. member who is satisfied with
hig deal from the department,

The amalgamation of local authority areas
also was mentioned by the hon. member for
Keppel, who suggested that certain action
should be taken in regard to certain shires
in his electorate. I point out to him that we
do not propose to interfere with the work of
any loeal authority, but if a request comes
for a variation of boundaries it will receive
due consideration. I believe that there is still
room——and this is my own opinion and is not
Government policy—for the amalgamation of
a number of small loeal authorities in the
State. I know that people are becoming more
conseious of the fact that amalgamation is
desirable. Representatives of quite a number
of loeal authorities have disecussed the matter
with me and are watching very closely what
takes place on the South Coast and at Too-
woomba. As the result of the merging of
local authorities in the Toowoomba area,
there has been a reduction in rates, The hon.
member for Cooroora said that the amalgama-
tion of local authorities on the South Coast
resulted in inereased costs. That is mnot so.
Mr. Lou Barnes, an ex-Independent member
of this Parliament, rightly pointed out to
Mr. Low, of the South Coast Town Counecil,
that it was the extra work that was being
done that brought about the increase in cosgts.
There are fewer employees in the town of

* South Coast than before. Mr. Low met me
on a deputation and he was quite annoyed
abeut the allocation of plant from the Nerang
Shire Counecil, part of which area went into
the South Coast. He contended that the Town
of South Coast Counecil was entitled to certain
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plant. I was not in a position to adjudicate
and the matter was referred to the Direetor
of Local Governmenf, who said that the
eouneil was entitled to a certain amount of
money. Mr. Low wanted certain machinery;
if he wants a motor-car from here and a
wheel off this tractor, there would be two
local authorities, a shire and a town, each
having mot sufficient plant to do its work.
The old Southport Town Council hired part
of the Nerang shire’s plant for many years.
Because Mr. Low could not get his own way
he said that he was totally dissatisfied with
my alloeation of materials. I did not make
the alloeation. I approved of the allocation
made by skilled technical officers, more
skilled than Mr. Low, of South Coast fame,
who on one occasion plagarised a report on
transport and furnished it to the House.

The hon. member for Enoggera stated that
the hon. member for Keppel must have found
a way of appealing to the Minister to get
what he wanted. If the hon. member for
Enoggera had listened intently he would have
heard the hon. member for Keppel say that
if any hon. member appealed to the Minister
he was sure he would get justice. Every hon.
member in this Chamber has got justice and
has been fairly well treated. Virtually every
member who has spoken today has com-
mended the department and myself on the
way the work is being carried out,

The hon. member for Enoggera said he
was prepared to state a case on behalf of
his distriet. I have no objection to that. I
am willing to help him and I have already
done so. We have already made provision
for the purpose of overcoming the shortage
of class-rooms at the Mitchelton State

school. Provision has been made for two
temporary classrooms and a site has been
selected for a mnew school too. The land

was bought by my department at the request
of the Department of Public Instruction.
The proposal was submitted to the Co-
ordinator-General of Public Works, but he
did not approve of the building of a new
school at the time. However, I assure the
hon. member that the matter will be resub-
mitted to the Co-ordinator-General and every
endeavour will be made to help the hon.
member in the matter of providing sufficient
schooling accommodation. :

The hon. member referred to the incréas-
ed population in the area—a very good
thing for this ecountry that I hope will
continue. While we appreciate the efforts of
sehool committees in eollecting data relating
to the inerease in the number of school
children, and the schooling accommodation
required in the future, I want to intimate
to hon. members that the department alse
hasg the matter in hand and that these items
are not overlooked by it. T can assure the
hon. member for Enoggera that no echild in
Queensland has been denied education
through any shortage in schooling accom-
modation, despite six years of war and the
shortage of teachers.

The matter will be closely wateched and
the proposal for a new school at Mitchelton



1590 Supply.

will be submitted to the Co-ordinator-General
again on the return of the Labour Govern-
ment after the next elections with perhaps
a greater majority than they have now and
also pre-supposing that the hon. member
. himself is able to defeat Mrs. Groom in
the plebiscite for a political candidate to
contest the Mt. Cootha seat.

Let me also tell the hon. member that I
have in the heart of my electoratec the
Petrie Terrace Girls and Infants’ School, a
building over 80 years old. It is one of the
oldest in Queensland and it was recently
painted. There is the suggestion that land
ghould be resumed and a new school should
be erected, but I am not prepared to auth-
orise the resumption of the homes of the
people at the present time “or the building
of a mew school there.

The hon. member referred also to repairs
to the dressing sheds at the Wilston State
School. That matter does not come within
the ambit. of my department. It comes
under the control of the Secretary for
Public Instruction and I suppose that
when his Bstimates come forward later in
the day the hon. member will be quite
capable of presenting the case to my ecol-
league.

Mr. Morris: I should like to feel that I
shall have that opportunity.

Mr. BURROWS (Port Curtis)
pm.): I want to congratulate *the depart-

ment on its activities. It is more severely
handieapped by present shortages than any
other department but notwithstanding that
great handicap it has, to its credit, come out
very satisfactorily over the last 12 months.
In fact, its results have been remarkable.
This is the first occasion on which the Minis-
ter has piloted the Estimates of this depart-
ment through the Committee and I could not
help neticing the change that has taken place
in the tone in the debate since he introduced
his first Vote. Immediately after his appoint-
ment the Opposition, particularly the Q.P.P.,
appeared to set upon him after the style of
a rival foothall team setting upon one player
on the opposing side. He suffered from a
tirade of abuse and dirty inferences. It
is pleasing to see that he has survived them
all and has acquitted himself very well. In
fact, the changed attitude reminds me of
the words of Oliver Goldsmith-*-

¢“And fools, who ecame to scoff, remained

to pray.’’

The Opposition had the deeency to admit that
the Minister has acquitted himself very well.
His job has been made much easier by the
fact that he has a good staff. Generally
speaking, Queensland is fortunate in having
such an efficient staff in an important depart-
ment.

Mention has been made of the architectural
section of the department. If this particular
section was credited with the preseribed
architeet’s fees how would it show up? The
figures would be interesting. I am confident
that if it was eredited with the usual arehi-
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tect’s fees of 6 per cent. for the preparation
of the plans and supervision of work the
return it would get would more than offset
the costs of this sub-department and leave a
substantial eredit in its favour.

T was secretary of a hospitals board for a
number of years., Like the majority of suech
boards, we stuck to the Department of Works
and obtained a large amount of valuable
supervision and advice. That is not actually
recorded in the department. We found that
by consulting the department on many points
in regard to hospitals alone we received
Immense assistance, The inspectorial branch
of the department was equally co-operafive.

When we consider the work of the depart-
ment we immediately think of the “traditional
‘‘Government specifications.’”’ That is a
thing T hope we shall never loge sight-of in
Queensland. Tt is a common saying in the
country—*‘It iy built to Govérnment speci-
fieations.’” T saw an advertisement offering
a house for sale, and a few of the words in
that advertisement spoke volumesg In giving
a description of the home it said, ‘‘Built to
Workers’ Dwelling standards.’? Thegse words
suggM a great deal. The standards and
specifications of the Department of Public
Works are a good lead to private builders,
and if we did not have them I shudder to
think to what a low ebb our building speci-
fications and standards might sink.

In common with the practice adopted by
other members—and I am not quarrelliug
with that; they have pushed their own little
barrows—I wish to point out that Gladstoue
in my electorate can elaim to have the biggest
inerease in population of any country town
in Queensland. It is difficult for the depart-
ment anil Government bodies to keep in step
with the general progress of the town, in
respect of schools, police stations, ete. In
Gladstone the position is aeute. The last
census revealed a 58-per cent. increase in
population. I was speaking to the mayor
yesterday and he told me that in one camp
at Barney’s Point the council had to make
arrangements for hygienic faeilities for the
benefit of the campers. Most of the men at
this camp were engaged in carting eoal, and
there were 250 people there altogether. That
is not many in the city, but in a town with
a population of about 6,000 it is a big
increase.

Our schools are very much over-crowded.
A cyclone completely wreecked the convent
school and the overerowding became more
acute because the State school was already
overcrowded.

The convent school which accommodated
approximately 150 pupils was ecompletely
wrecked. A bulldozer could not have pushed
it over more completely and made a better
job. The question arose where to send these
school children. I took part in the consul-
tations of leading men in town and subse-
quently the council agreed that if the convent
school continued its work the eouncil would
make the town hall available for the purpose.
The town hall in Gladstone is not a good
hall, It is not very popular. For a dance
hall, the design is wrong. The town counecil
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at a full meeting, very generously offered the
use of this hall to the Sisters of Mercy to
enable them to carry on the convent school,

Mr. H. B, Taylor: Free of charge?

Mr. BURROWS: Yes, free of charge.
This action was applauded by 99.9 per cent.
of the people of Gladstone and I-think that
if a vote of the people of Queensland was
taken the percentage in favour would be
about the same. If I was given an hour to
collect adjectives to describe a rotten publiea-
tion that ecalls itself ¢‘The Clarion’’ I should
not be able to get enough suitable words
to describe how low this paper got down into
the gutter. If ever I needed an argument in
favour of a controlled Press this particular
journal is it. This was not ‘‘The Clarion’s’’
business at all but although the action of
the town -council was supported by 99.9 per
cent. of the people of Gladstone the article
in this journal attacked this action.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN
Keyatta): Order! .

Mr. Aikens: You might tell us about
the Lodge story. A

Mr. BURROWS: Every time I mention
“‘The Worker’’ the hon, member for Mun-
dingburra perspires. I will certainly keep off
““The Clarion’’ and I hope every decent
person in Queensland does the same. By an
aceident of birth I do not belong to the
Roman Catholiec Church but I have never been
more ashamed of being a Protestant than
when I read that article attacking this aetion.
I feel it my duty to mention it here.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

I draw the hon. member’s attention to the

(Mr.

fact that he is a long way off the subjeet .

matter of the debate.

Mr. BURROWS: TLocal government is
being discussed today and in the past three
vears, during the course of the debates here

and the questions asked in this Chamber, 1.

could not help noticing that there are always
two lines from which to attack the Govern-
ment in regard to their attitudes towards
local authorities. One day the Opposition
take the Government to task and want them
to give local authorities finaneial relief and
some relief from responsibilities in which
financial econsideration is required but the
next day the Opposition cry that the Govern-
ment are interfering too much with the work
of local authorities. I have frequently
thought how inconsistent they are in their
preachings. In other words, the ideal, as
enunciated by the Opposition, is that loeal
authorities should be able to choose what they
want to do and they 'should be able to push
back onto the Government anything they do
got wish to do or it does not suit them to
0.

We hear many suggestions that the Govern-
ment interfere too mueh with local
authorities—the Government want to know too
much about what they are deing. One would
not need much imagination to realise that
the total investments of local authorities run
into many millions of pounds and all that
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loan money is guaranteed by the Treasury,
backed by the Government. The guarantor
of an account is entitled to know a little
about the business of the person he is guaran-
teeing, how much money is being spent, and
whether an asset is being created by its
expenditure.

I remember reading about local government
in America some years ago. There, when a
local authority went out of office, the incom-
ing authority sacked the police, the sheriff
and gverybody else, and some went so far as
to repudiate all loans borrowed by the
previous local authority. The result was that
the local authorities had to pay exorbitant
rates of interest because the lenders realised
that they had to get back their money during
the life of the local authority borrowing it,
plus interest and plus a little for risk of
dissolution before time. Hon. members would
appreciate the handicap that would be to loecal
authorities there. I am sure they can also
appreciate the chaotic eondition into which
local-authority finance would get if the
Government did not guarantee local-authority
loans. It could happen that the bankers
might favour a Labour council in ome area
and lend it money at 1 per cent. less interest
than they would charge a Tory couneil in
another area, or viee versa.

The majority of members of local govern-
ing bodies, those with experience in particu-
‘l:;g, realise that the co-operation of the

overnment ig necessary if they are to operate
satisfactorily. All the local authorities with
which I have been associated have spoken very
highly of the officers of the Department of
Public Works and there is certainly no
antagonism between the officers of the local
authorities and the officers of the Depart-
ment of Public Works.

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) _(4.59
pm.): Mr, Mann, or Mr. Keyatta, whoever
it is

Mr. Luckins: The Keyatta man.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the
hon. member for Maree not to be facetious
towards the Chair.

Mr. ATKENS: I was just remarking how
stiff I was that you should have returned to
the chair just as it was my turn to speak.
They have had a wonderful go all day. They
have touched on every subject under the sun
from the Attorney-General’s Department to
the TUnited Nations Charter, and now you
have come baek to the chair I suppose I shall
have to keep within the ambit of this vote.
Nevertheless, T shall endeavour to do so.

T just want to say about the Secretary for
Public Works, Housing and Loeal Govern-
ment, who is piloting his Estimates through
the Committee at present and who is in charge
of the Chamber, that, strangely enough—
and this might surprise many hon. members—
I find in dealing with him as a member
of Parliament to a Minister that he is very
courteous, very considerate, and very informa-
tive. In that respeet he differs from some
of his ministerial colleagues.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will confine his remarks to the
matter before the Committee. We are not
discussing the members of the Cabinet; we
are discussing the Chief Office Vote of the
Department of Public Works.

My. AIKENS: Am I not in order,

r. Mann, in comparing the courtesy and
eongideration I as a member of Parliament
receive from the Seeretary for Public Works,
Housing, and Local Government with the
lack of congideration I receive from most
of the other Ministers? I want to say that
that hon. gentleman does not adopt the dirty,
cheap little tacties adopted by most other
Ministers inasmuch as when I am informed
of work to be done—and I take it that this
applies to all non-Labour members of this
Committee—the Minister sees that my letter
is promptly dispatched to me after it is typed
and signed, whereas other Ministers sign
all letters on the same day, but in particular
regard to the Ayr AL.P. see to it that the
secretary gets his letter 11 days to a fort-
night before I get mine despite the fact that
the letters are dated the same date.

Until the present Attorney-General stopped
the practice, not so long ago, the A.L.P.
officials at Ayr nominated men for appoint-
ment as justices of the peace

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr, ATKENS: I want to say to the Secre-
tary for Public Works, Housing, and Local
Government, whilst I do not want to pay him
any compliments in respect of other matters,
in which there is considerable room for
improvement in many respects, but as a mem-
ber of Parliament dealing with the homn.
gentleman regarding matters coneerning my
electorate that come under his department I
have no complaint whatever,

In one of his outbursts of frankness this
morning, which are characteristic of him, the
Minister made a statement about the con-
ditions that exist today in North Queensland.
He said—and you will notice, Mr. Mann,
how I am skirting within the Standing Orders
in saying this—that subsequent to the recent
eyclone or typhoon at Hughenden he gave
orders immediately that materials were to be
transported from Charters Towers to Hughen-
den to relieve the position there, but he said
that this material could not be taken from
Charters Towers to Hughenden by road
because the road was not trafficable. What
a condemnation and what an indictment on
his Government to know that a road
to a point only 200 miles from the
coast in North Queensland was untraffie-
able to  urgently needed  materials!
Those materials could not be carted from
Charters Towers to Hughenden by road. We
are fortunate that there was no serious loss
of life or injuries in the recent Hughenden
cyeclone, because if there had been the forees
of merey, the doctors and the ambulance,
would not have got through by road. They
would have had to travel by air or train. Such
is the condition of affairs in North Queens-
land, about which I am continually complain-
ing. And after I complain members of the
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Labour Party stand up one after the other in
dreary procession and say that I have no right
to complain of conditions in North Queens-
land, that I have no right to compare them
with what exists here. I take it that if that
cyclone or typhoon or outsize willy-wiily had
strueck Dalby or Roma or some other place
200 miles from Brisbane there would have
been no difficulfy in getting the materials
through by road from Brisbane, but in Novth
Queengland any point 200 miles from the
coast is almost inaceessible by road.

I want the Minister to clear up one point
in connection with his remarks. I made an
interjection with regard to architects. Some-
times the Minister is a little difficult to
understand, as he has a somewhat staecato
style of pronunciation. I took him to say—
and I do not want him to think I am
deliberately misinterpreting his remarks—
that certain architeects were more or less
supplying information or more or less urging
members here to press for different types
and standards of buildings so that they could
reap the benefit of the extra costs that the
buildings would involve. I think the Minister
said later that the architects were not paid on
a percentage basis. This ig the only interpre-
tation that I could place on his remarks. If
the architects are mnot paid on a percentage
basis and merely get the wages or fees by
virtue of their position as public servants,
then the design does not matter very much—
whether the buildings are expensively econ-
structed or cheaply construeted.

Mr. Power: I referred to private
architects.
Mr. AIKENS: Then that clears the

matter right up. If private architeets are
employed by the Department of Publie
Works naturally they must be paid a percent-
age of the cost of the building in accordance
with the architects’ scale of charges. I did
not know that private architects were
employed by the department.

Mr. Jesson: Mostly on hospitals.

Mr. AIKENS: I did not know where
they were, but I wanted to know.

I should also like him to tell me whether
the Department of Public Works is purely
and simply the constructing authority for all
other government departments in the State,
with the exception of the Railway Depart-
ment. If the Department of Public Instrue-
tion wants a building erected by the Depart-
ment of Public Works, does it send along a
drawing or a suggestion of the type of
building to be erected, or is the Department
of Public Works alone responsible for it.
Let us suppose that the Department of
Public Instruction says to the Department
of Public Works, ‘“We want a new school at
Pimlico to cost about £20,000.”’ Does the
Department of Public Instruction submit
plans of the proposed building, or does it
leave it entirely to the Department of Public
Works to erect the type of building that it,
the Department of Public Works, thinks
suitable for that locality? Is the Department
of Public Works not only the constructing
authority but also the designing authority
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for all public works in Queensland? 1
really thought that the department concerned
gave the Department of Public Works a
tentative design of the building it wanted
constructed by the Department of Publie
Works and the Department of Public Works
construeted a building for it accordingly. I
do not know just what is the position, but
I hope that the Secretary for Publie Works
will clear the matter up.

1 want to pay a tribute to the Department

of Public Works in connection with urgent

jobs carried out in the interests of bush
schools throughout North Queensland. One
of the most irritating difficulties under which
scholars have to study at bush schools in
North Queensland in the summer is the fly
and mosquito menace. For two or three years
the wet season may not be very heavy, and
on that account the mosquito menace and the
fly menace may not be so heavy either, but
then there may come a particularly wet
season with a flush of grass. Then the little
seholars have to go to the little bush school
and study in a cloud of flies and mosquitoes
in the day-time.

I should not like any hon. member here’

to .think that in the tropical North
mosquitoes infest buildings and pester people
only at night-time. At times they are just
as bad in the day-time as in the night-time.
On one occasion I made urgent representa-
tions to the Department of Public Works
to have some of the bugh schools fly-proofed
against mosquitoes and flies and it was not a
question of waiting long months before the
job was done. It was passed on to the local
man in Townsville and the job was done
almost immediately. I want to commend the
Minigter for that and I hope he will continue
to follow that policy of proceeding with
urgent jobs without going through the
ramifications of red tape before doing so.

We have in Townsville an entirely new
suburb in the Pimlico-Armstrong Hstate
area. The Minister has been respousible for
the erection of many new homes under the
Queensland Housing Commission on the Arm-
strong Estate and the Garbutt Estate, and
many private homes have been ereeted on
the Garbutt Estate. There we have an
entirely new suburb, without any school
within a reasonable distance. The children
from the Armstrong Estate and Garbutt
Estate have to go long distances to school
at Aikenvale, or a similarly long distance to
the Mundingburra State school or a longer
distance still to the Hermit Park State school.
I appeal not only to the Secretary for
Public Works but the Secretary for Publie
Instruction for plans to be drawn wup as
quickly as possible for the establishment of
a primary school to serve the Pimlico area.
That is a big suburb and is becoming better
established every day. The Armstrong-Garbutt
Estate suburbs are growing like mushrooms.
It is unfortunate that the children in those
areas have to travel long distances to school.
I hope that both Ministers mentioned will
get on with the erection of a much-needed
school.
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The matter I am about to mention is one
which the Minister should give attention to
and should be a matter of Government poliey.
I understand that when a department decides
to proceed with the erection of a building
it merely tells the Department of Public
Works to go ahead with its erection. Conse-
quently we see many fine schools erected in
what are described as a barren wilderness.
‘When the department prepares plans and
specifications for the erection of a building
it should also prepare plans for the lay-out
of the grounds. Provision should also be
made for recreational areas, facilities for
garden plots and organised orderly tree-
planting, so that the building will not be
surrounded by a treeless waste. Even if it
is necessary for the Minister to appoint a
landscape gardener he would be well advised
to attach such a man to his department so
that fine public buildings, such as schools,
can be surrounded by an avenue of trees,
well-laid-out grounds, recreational facilities
and the ordinary amenities and faecilities
agsociated with such a building.

If T am permitted to digress a little I
should like to deal with the Licensing Com-
migsion. Following legislation introduced by
this Government some time ago a Licensing
Commission was established. Now, when one
wants to transfer a liquor license——

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. AIKENS: Or

wants:

The CHATRMAN: Order! The Licensing
Commission comes under the vote of the
Department of Justice and has nothing what-

when

anyone

“ever to do with this department.

Mr. ATKENS: I know that but I found
everyone else had an open go

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mz, AIKENS: I am very unfortunate,
Mr, Mann, that you came back into the chair
but in view of the faet that you are here
I am not going to ‘‘go’’ you or run counter
to your ruling or wishes. I am particularly
unfortunate that I am mnot able to deal
with the Licensing Commission and one or
two other matters, but having said that and
having had my say on this vote I will resume
my seat.

Mr. J. R. TAYLOR (Maranoa) (5.15
pam.): I eannot let the occasion pass without
making my econtribution to this debate. I
regard this department as being a very
important one. I wish to say that on every
ocecasion that I have visited the various sub-
departments I have had good service and
received a very courteous hearing. The Minis-
ter and each and every one of his officers
have been very courteous to me.

I do not know whether I am fortunate, but
I made a suggestion that this department
should consider building homes for the
workers in Roma. T put the proposal to the
Minister and I showed him the land that we
suggested could be used for the purpose and
within a very short space of time the project
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was under way. Perhaps the contractor may
be a little slow in beginning, but that is
not the fault of the department, which met
him in every way and with whose treatment
he was satisfied. Up to date the contractor
has not been able to begin work but he told
me recently that he would be able to make
a start in the very near future. Much the
same position obtains in other areas in my
electorate. Something similar has happened
at Mitehell and I understand the Queensland
Housing Commission is going to make
inquiries about the building of workers’ homes
in Injune. I have always found the Minister
ready and willing to give every help.

One of the most important sub-departments
ig that of Loecal Government. Only last week
I had the pleasure of going to St. George
with the Minister, who opened the water
scheme that was sanctioned by his depart-
ment. This scheme was discussed two years
ago, plans were drawn and submitted to the
department, and on Friday the water was
turned on and one could hear on all sides
praises from the people of the Government
for the work done by the department. It
will be of great benefit to the people there.
Dirraubandi also has a water supply for the
town area that was sanctioned by the depart-
ment. The improvement effected at St.
George by the water supply is amazing.
Although the people there had a good bore
system previously, the water from it was
not suitable for the gardens from which they
obtained their vegetable supply. Bore water
that containing so much soda as the St.
George bore is not suitable for gardening,
but now the people will derive great benefit
from the new supply.

A similar position obtains at Surat. The
Minister on this trip as late as last Saturday
inspected a water scheme for Surat sanctioned
by his department. This work is not done
by the Government but by the couneils con-
cerned under the day-labour system, which
has proved very satisfactory.

This department is doing a wonderful job.

Everybody knows—it has been discussed on.

numerous occasions in this Chamber-—that
there are shortages of material and labour,
but despite these shortages the Government
are able to get things done. For instance,
a splendid job has been made of the installa-
tion of the septic system at th® Roma High
School. Tt was pointed out to the officers
of the section of the department who control
these things that such a system was necessary
and realising this to be so they got quickly
to work and had the septic installation made.

On numerous oceasions I have had con-
ferences with the various sub-departments
and recently it was agreed that alterations
should be made to the court houses in Mitchell
and Surat and numerois other buildings in
my electorate. We hope that the shortage
of materials and labour will not always exist,
but even under present conditions this depart-
ment is making an excellent showing.

I rose particularly to congratulate the
Minister and every officer in his department
on ecourtesy with which they treat inter-
viewers. I -know.that they are interviewed

.
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by many people about homes and aecommo-
dation and on each and every occasion on
which I have made a submission to them,
although they may not have been able to
do anything at the moment they have shown
me every consideration and given every pos-
sible help. The amount of work that the
Housing Commission is doing in building
homes for the workers alone deserves some
special mention. The housing position in
Queensland, as in every other State in the
Commonwealth and probably every. other
country in the world, is not good but know-
ing the amount of work that this department
has done in the past we feel that it will
not be very long before there will be some
indication that all who want homes will be
able to get them. The conditions under
which people ean either buy or rent homes
from this department are very encouraging.
I understand even better conditions are about
to be provided for the workers and when they
become law they will be of great benefit to
them, I again congratulate the department
on the work that is being domne.

Mr. KERR (Oxley) (5.26 pm.): I did
not intend to speak on this vote, but I felt
that I should be rather churlish if 1 allowed
this opportunity to go by without recording
my appreciation of thé expedition with
which the Minister has attended to repre-
sentations made by me for improvements
to schools in my electorate.

I remember one famous occasion when an
hon. member of this Assembly was pointing
out that credit should be given where it
was due. He spoke about the busy bull and
the indefatigable ram. I am not going to
compare %he qualities of the artisans of the
Department of Public Works with the
physical attributes of the busy bull or the
indefatigable ram, although the Minister
got very close to that this afternmoon when
he said there was a great increase in popu-
lation in the Enoggera electorate since the
present hon. member was elected to repre-

gent it. I do not know how far he was
going to go, but he stopped there.
The officers of this department have

shown a marked improvement in the execu-
tion of their work over the last two or
three years, and I commend them for it
The department had got into rather slack
ways. When the Minister took it over he
said he would stir things up. He has done
that, and I give him ecredit for it.

All the schools in my area have heen
concreted underneath. The hon. member for
Keppel quoted a long list of works done in
his electorate since he has heen the hon.
member for. Keppel and we took a rather
frivolous attitude to what he was saying
but appreciated the lead he was giving us
to get extra work dome.

The Government have promised a post-
primary school in my electorate. Land has
been acquired in the Ozxley clectorate—now
the Sherwood electorate—for the establish-
ment of a post-primary school, but I do not
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think even the wildest optimist would be-

Jieve that we shall have a post-primary
school. for many years yet. It certainly
would help to solve the accommodation

problem' of our present institutions. I hope
the Government do not lose sight of that
fact, beeause in every metropolitan area
the intake ofpupils is growing each year,
not by dozens but by hundreds, and far
exceeds the numbers going out. The increase
is so great that extra accommodation will
have to be provided in every metropolitan
area in the next two or three years.

The same thing applies to school grounds.
In some of our metropolitan and suburban

schools Wwe have not got enough playing
area and special consideration should be
If we do mot do

given to increasing it. .
them now these things will cost considerably
more in the future.

With regard to some public works under-
taken in Queensland, a great loss of money
is taking place throughout the State because
workmen have to while away their time wait-
ing for materials to come onto ‘the job. This
is more marked in the country than in the
metropolitan area but it is also noticeable here.
I appreciate the fact that the department
must hold its men to carry out its works, but
at the same time there should be eloser
supervision to save our money by seeing that
every essential material to earry out a job
is on it before the men are taken there. An
effort should be made to avoid this delay. T
say again that a tremendous amount is being
lost. 1 noticed such a loss at the Balonne
weir. With my own eyes I saw dozens of
men sitting waiting for materials to arrive;
they were being paid and there was not a
skerrick of work for them to do. There was
no cement or steel and the men had to sit
idly by. Such things must involve heavy
expenditure on these works.

Mr. Power: How long ago was this?

Mr. KERR: It was some time ago. That’

was the position I.saw with my own eyes; the
men had nothing to do beecause there was no
material with which to work. I refer to the
Balonne River at St. George.

Mr. Power: What job?

Mr. KERR: The weir at St. George, the
water-supply scheme that the Minister opened
the other day. It would be interesting if that
hon. gentleman would give us the original
tender for the job and the reason why it was
not aceepted and the cost of the job in its
finished state. . I am pointing these things
out, beeause that state of affairs is of general
application in a major or minor degree. It
is something to be watched, and I repeat in
fairness to the department that I know it
has to retain its men. It does eost money if
you retain men and they have nothing to do.
Close supervision would see that men are not

put onto a job when there is no real work or -

when there is no continuity of work fo keep
them gainfully employed. .

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona—Secretary
- for Public Works, Houging and Loeal
Government) (5.34 p.m.): There are only
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one or two matters to which I want to reply.
I thank the hon. member for Port Curtis for
his kindly reference to the work of my depart-
ment. I visited Gladstone recently because
many matters were brought under my notice
by the hon. member that required attention.
As a result of my visit, quite a number of jobs
agitating the minds of the Gladstone people
and the hon. member himself were atteng)ed
to. When the ecyclone struck Gladstone,
thanks to the organisation of the officials of
the department, everything was straightened
out to the satisfaection of the hon. member.
That is the way a Government should act
and how a department should be econtrolled.

The hon. member for Mundingburra was
very complimentary of me-—quite unusual of
him-—but in the course of his remarks he
said that, ‘‘strangely enough,’’ I had done
those things. That is part of my make-up—
kindness. T always believe in being kind and
charitable to my opponents. No-one can
accuse me of being unkind or ungenerous;
it is the way in whiech I have been trained.
I feel sympathetic towards a number of
people, and I often feel very sympathetic
towards the hon. member for Mundingburra
because of the tragic position in which he is
placed himself.

However, after complimenting me the hon.
member seized upon some small thing out of
which he thought he could make some political
capital. He raised the banner of the people
of the North and of the districts of the
North. But did he some time ago ask
the Minister for Transport a question about
the building of a mnew railway station at
Hughenden when he, the alleged champion of
the people of the North, did not know that
ic)he %ew railway station had already been

uilt?

Mr. Aikens: I knew it.

_ Mr. POWER: If the hon. member knew
it, why did he make an ass of himself by
agking a question about it?

Mr. Aikens: I wanted the Minister to
confirm the fact.

Mr. POWER: He went on to say that
the road from Charters Towers to Hughenden
at a certain time was in an untrafficable
state. Let me tell him that about 4 o’clock
on the Sunday afternoon I was told by the
Secretary for Health and Home Affairs, the
representative of the distriet, that there had
been a cyclone at Hughenden. He, as
Minister in charge of the police, got in touch
with the police authorities. ~We moved
quickly. We had everything marshalled that
night. It is true that the road was bad, but
only because of the weeks of rain that had
fallen there. Many other roads in Queens-
land, and particularly in the West, get into
an untrafficable state because of rain, but
the hon., member for Mundingburfa wanted
to make some political kudos out of the
gitnation. He wanted to say that the road
was untrafficable under any condition. We
immediately marshalled a special train, to be
dispatched the next day. We got word about
the cyclone at 4 o’clock on the Sunday after-
poon. The men were called up that night,
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there was a stand-by until next morning. At
daylight next morning the special train moved
out from Charters Towers to Hughenden and
at 4 o’clock that afternoon they were unload-
ing the material and going ahead with the
job. 'What more could the hon. member for
Mundingburra want? Could he expect any-
thing better than that? Everybody was
satisfied with the exeeption of ome man, who
tried to score off the department, but when
the acid test was applied to him, to point
out even one case where there had been unfair
treatment, he was unable to do so. I now
accept his apology for his inability to sub-
stantiate even one of his charges.

Only yesterday the hon. member for Stanley
approached me and the Aecting Premier with
the object of getting help sent to Toogoola-
wah after a storm at that town. Here again
we moved quickly. The material has been
assembled and will be sent to Toogoolawah
as promptly as possible. We are proud of
our organisation in this respeet. We move
quickly. The Labour Party’s policy ws—
initiative and referendum—not too muc
referendum but plenty of initiative.

The hon. member for Mundingburra
referred to my remark about the payment of
architeets, I do not want to be misunder-
stood. I pointed out that certain architects
were eritical about the design of public build-
ings, but my attitude is that the greater the
cost in the preparation of plans the greater
amount to be paid to private architects. I
quite agree that it would be an advantage to
have many things done, but we must husband
our resources. There is the shortage of
material, and we are not in the position at
the moment to do many of the things we
should like to do. It is all right for an out-
side man to be ecritical and advocate the
expenditure of a lot of money, but when it
comes to the expenditure of his own money
he very often prefers to husband it. Whilst
I am Minister in charge of this department
I will endeavour to see that the construetion
of public buildings and amenities attached
to them are built at the one and the same
time. OQur architects are paid salaries fixed
either by agreement or the Industrial Court.

The hon. member also wanted to know
whether the department is responsible for
the preparation of plans and designs. The
procedure is that when a request is made
for the erection of a building the depart-
ment’s technical officers confer with the
officers of the department desirous of having

the Dbuilding constructed. They fix the
space required and my department is
responsible for the external designs. A

sketch plan is prepared and further confer-
ences are held between the technical officers
of my department and the officers of the
department concerned. When the sketeh
plan is approved plans and specifications
are prepared. In some cases where we have
not the men or material available we call
for tenders for the work. A departmental
inspector - frequently travels throughout the
distriet he is assigned to inspecting build-
ings where repairs or additions are desired
and he makes recommendations aecordingly.
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The hon. member for Mundingburra
referred to the mosquito menaee that exists
in many parts of the State. The work of
eradication is one of the duties of a local
authority. The hon. member is really con-
demning himself, for he exposed the inabil-
ity of the Townsville City Council of which
he was a member and from which he has
recently been removed by defeat at the
elections, to deal with the mosquito menace.

Mr, AIXENS: I rise to a point of order.
I did not refer to the control of the mos-

quito menace in the Townsville City Council
area. I referred to the bush areas. It is
impossible for a shire council to eradicate
mosquitoes or their breeding grounds in
bush areas.

Mr, POWER: The fact remains that the
responsibility for the eradication of mos-
quitoes—and there are quite a number of
them in Queensland-—is one for the local
authority concerned. When I have been on
a tour of inspection of buildings under my
control I have had the mosquito menace
forcibly brought home to me. I noticed it
in Townsville and the hon. member, although
defeated at the last elections in Townsville,
must accept his share of the responsibility
of the existence of mosquitoes and their
breeding grounds in Towngsville. The Gov-
ernment, in order to help local authorities
in the work of eradication, subsidise their
efforts by 50 per cenf. I will ask the
Direetor of Local Government to take the
matter up with the local anthorities in whose
areas these schools exist and ask him to have
ingpeetions made, particularly of the alleged
breeding grounds, to see what can be done.

Mr. Aikens: If he comes to me I will
give him a long list.

Mr. POWER: Probably one of the areas
is in the Garbutt distriet, which is part of
the Townsville OCity Council area. The
Townsville electors had the good sense to
rejeet the hon. member for mneglecting his
responsibilities in that direction.

The hon. member also referred to the need
for the erection of a primary school in the
Pimlico—Armstrong Estate and Garbutt
area. The preparation of plans for a school
there has not yet been veferred to my
department but I wunderstand that the
Department of Public Instruction is econ-
sidering the purchase of land in that loeal-
ity for the purpose. I can assure the hon.
member that he will receive the same fair
treatment as every other member.

The hon member for Maranoa referred to
the work of the department and was very
complimentary; whieh shows that we have
another satisfied customer. He also referred
to the work of the local authorities. On
Friday last, in company with the hon. mem-
ber, T visited St. George and performed the
rery pleasant and important duty of opening
the town water supply, one of the functions
of loeal government, authorised by the
Balonne Shire Council. I think great eredit
should be given to any loeal authority that
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sets out to provide one of the most important
amenities that any section of the community
could have-—a pure water supply.

Mr. Kerr: It is a great service to the
people.

Mr. POWER: As the hon. member for
Oxley remarks, it is a greab service to the
people. Pure water and a sewerage system
are important in the building up of any
town. Owing to the fly menace sewerage
systems are particularly important. I com-
mend the Balonne Shire Council for its
work. It is comprised of an excellent body
of men. The chairman, Dr. MeDonnell, is a
man of vision who is eager to do something
for the development of the town. I took the
opportunity of accompanying Mr. Mulholland,
the engineer, on a visit to Surat to have a
look at anofher water-supply scheme that is
well under way. The Warroo Shire Council
is a very progressive one. I have pointed
out that there has been a good deal of
eriticism of city amenities and comparison
of city conditions with western and northern
conditions. In every town I have visited I
have pointed out to the local authorities that
many of the amenities they are complaining
about should be supplied by the local
authority. We realise that the cost of pro-
viding them is rather heavy and the Govern-
ment have endeavoured to meet the local
authorities in this respeet and we have made
provision for subsidies for various schemes.
While we may have concrete water-channel-
ling and water and sewerage and a transport
system in Brisbane, our valuations are much
higher and our rafes are mueh higher than
theirs. The amenities are being provided for
the people by the people, as a result of the
charges levied by the local authority;  and
rightly so. If you want an amenity, you have
to pay for it. The people in the country
areas must appreciate that fact, and under-
stand that their valuations will have to be
increased if they want the same amenities
as the people in the metropolitan area. The
income of some of these districts is tremen-
dous, and it is well for Queensland that that
is 80, and there i no reason why they should
not be prepared to pay the cost of these
amenities.

I have found the position to be this: when
it is decided to put in a certain work, they
want to have what is known as a benefited
area, and the squatter outside the town does
not want to pay anything towards the water
scheme for the development of the town, bub
at the same time he is prepared to come into
town and use those amenities and still have
low valuation in his own area and a low rate.
That does not apply in all cases of course.
Local government means local government; it
does not mean the development of a ward;
it does not mean government within the loeal
governing area. The sooner we get away
from henefited areas and develop along true
local-government lines the sooner we shall pro-
vide amenities for the people in the country.
I had an excellent {rip with the hon. member
for Maranoa and T learned a good deal. I was
happy to know that we have such progressive
shires as the Warroo Shire Council and the
Balonne Shire Council.
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I thank the hon. member for Oxley for
his kind remarks. The hon. member showed
a knowledge of the work of the department.
The state of affairs he mentioned, in which
he said men were not able to work because
of shortages, may have existed some time
ago—in fact it did operate—but it does not
exist today. That difficulty has been over-
come, as I promised this Parliament it would
be overcome when I took over the portfolio
of Secretary for Public Works, I was differ-
ently situated from my predecessors. When
I took over the war had ended and we were
getting man-power and materials, so that of
course something could be done. But for
years previously nothing could be done. Every
mdividual who was worthwhile and who had
any love for his country was giving his all
in the war effort. As a result no works eould
be undertaken. The workshops at Ipswich
Road, for example, were starved for
materials and men. We could not undertake
various works. Today there are distriet
supervisors in the country areas. Assistant
supervisors travel from place to place investi-
gating and reporting. They are empowered
to expend up to £25 on necessary work. If
the cost will exceed this amount, while the
work is proceeding the officer estimates the
amount that will be required and on his
report approval is given. There is no delay:
the work is gone on with while departmental
approval is sought.

To avoid delay stores have been estab-
lished in various distriets in Queensland. All
materials are not supplied from Brisbane.
In distriets in which there are local manufae-
turers, the district supervisor is instruected
to get quotations and if the quotations are
reasonable the materials are bought in the
distriet.

I would also draw attention to the fact
that today jobs are not begun until we know
that we have the materials available on the
job or that there will be a regular and
continuous supply of materials to complete
it once it is started. As I pointed out, Mr.
East is on the job in every projeet in the
metropolitan area. At times Mr. Bast goes
to the country. As the result of a com-
plaint I received that certain men were get-
ting something to which they were not
entitled, I referred the matter to my Under-
Secretary and Mr. East was flown to a town
in Queensland. He went immediately to the
man concerned. He went to the hospital and
investigated the matter. Those men were
kicked out holus-bolus for mnot doing their
work. They were not on the job.

Mr. Hanson, the Communist secretary of
the Painters’ and Decorators’ Union, took us
to task because he said we employed a man
on a job at Ingham who, he said, was not a
skilled painter. He called a strike of painters
working on Government House——a thousand
miles away from Ingham—in an attempt to
intimidate the Government and have this man
dismissed. This man made application to
join the union om two occasions but was
refused admission. He was a member of the
AW.U. Immediately these men went on
strike the matter was reported to the Indus-
trial Court. The following day the ecourt
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heard the case and the men were ordered
back to work and went back to work. It
was decided that a test be made to ascertain
whether this man was a qualified painter. He
obtained an excellent pass. The magistrate
said the man was a qualified painter and
entitled to become a member of the union.
The cther day I learned, many months after-
wards, that the men in the union were very
happy to aceept the man whom the Com-
munist secretary of the Painters’ Union said
they would not accept.

Mr. East goes from place to place. He
has full authority. The Under-Secretary, Mr.
Lyons, and I have the fullest confidence in
him. He is not restricted in any way. If
Mr. Bast says he wants to go north, north
he goes. I am satisfied that our production
today is equal to that of any other State in
Australia.

I asked the hon. member for Oxley to
name the place where he said delay was tak-
ing place on account of shortage of materials.
It was said that it was on the weir projeet
on the Balonne River. That job does not
come under the control of the Department
of Public - Works, therefore I am not
accepting any responsibility for anything
that” takes place there. However, 1
believe that the Queensland workman is con-
scious of his responsibilities. A number of
irresponsible people were employed by the
Department of Public Works—we had to
aecept them because we were not able to get
others—but today those who were not pulling
their weight are no longer with us.

‘We have not asked anybody to do more than
a fair day’s work, and I am proud of the
men we have working for the Housing Com-
mission, the Department of Public Works,
and the Loeal Government Department. We
have a band of men second to none. We have
had some who have tried to stand over us,
who" have tried to tell the Minister what he
should do, and who have tried to stand over
the officers of the department, but they have
been weeded out, because we will not tolerate
that. All we ask is a fair deal from them and
we give them a fair deal in return. I ecan
assure the hon. member that I cannot acecept
any responsibility for the men working on
the job to which he refers at the Balonne
weir. :

Mr, MARRIOTT (Bulimba) (5.56 p.m.):
I wish to add my seore to the laudatory
remarks made about the Minister and pos-
sibly do my bit in helping towards causing
him to buy a new hat. :

I have noticed in one district in which it
is possible, because in the old days mounted
police were usually stationed there, that ample
land was available at each police station, and
‘T suggest that this land be utilised for the
provision of cottages for married officers. I
know of one instance in which two cottages
have been built for married officers attached
to the police station and I commend the Minis-
ter for it. I hope that he will find it in his
heart to eontinue that policy because there
must be other stations where possiblv two or
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three cottages could be built for married
officers and so the housing problem ecould be
eased.

During the debate many hon. members
skirted round the mulberry tree and got in a
a good deal of matter with relation to another
department. Unfortunately we shall not be
able to reach the Estimates for that depart-
ment. I refer to the Department of Public
Instruction. Some speakers got it in by link-
ing the two together, and there should be a
close liaison between them. It was suggested
that the Secretary for Public Works and hig
department werd responsible for the purchase
of land either for enlarging existing sehool
grounds or building new schools. The Minis-
ter made it clear a few moments ago that
this was not so, that it is a matter for the
Department of Public Instruction, and I am
glad he made that eclear because there are
many things I could have introduced if I
desired to work the old parish pump, but I
do not propose to do that.

I congratulate the Minister on the job he
and his officers -have done, especially in
inecreasing accommodation for married officers
attached to police stations by building extra
cottages on grounds already attached to them.

Mr. PLUNKETT (Albert) (7.15 p.m.): I
have listened to many eulogistic references to
the activities of the Minister and I wish to
add my meed of praise to him for his activi-
ties in my electorate, as he has done much
in comnection with publie buildings. I do
not want to be so carried away with what
he has done as to say that he has done all
that ecould be done. He has created an incen-
tive within the department and now one can
get some action taken quickly, more quickly
than in the past. My experience has not
always been to my liking because when I was
eleeted member for Albert some 20 years ago,
one of the first places I was taken to was
the State school and I was rather shocked
at what I saw there. If there was one thing
more than another that I set my heart on,
it was to see a new school ereeted at Southport,
where there were over 700 pupils. When
he was Secretary for Public Instruction Mr.
F. A, Cooper promised us a new brick school.
Nothing happened. When the Hon. H. A.
Bruce held that portfolio he also made &
visit to Southport and came to the same
conclusion, namely, that there was only one
thing to do and that was to build a brick
school to accommodate the rising number of
pupils attending it. Again nothing happened.
Later on Mr. T. L. Williams paid us a visit
and he agreed with the previous Minister
that the sehool was in a shocking eondition;
he also agreed that the cramping of children
in the school and the conditions of the teach-
ing staff should be rectified. At that time
war broke out and the agitation for a new
school was not continued. Immediately after
the war period the present Minister made 2
visit to Southport and he also was very muc
concerned about the condition of- the school

The sehool is not a single building bug
consists of four or five buildings and I mus
say of the Secretary for Public Works, Hous:
ing and Loecal Government that he did 10
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take long in getting the building painted,
and he had further accommodation provided
to take care of certain classes. I, myself,
together with my constituents, appreciate this
action very much. The present Minister has
prightened the place up and the school is
now presentable. I accordingly extend my
thanks to the Minister for his action, but T
must say that the public buildings in South-
ort are not keeping paee with the develop-
ment taking place generally down there. We
all know these seaside places and the Minister
does too, because recently a Bill was put
through the House dealing with building down
there. That area is still going ahead and
will continue to go ahead.

I give the Minister full credit for what he

has done and for his ability to get work done.
He has shown a special interest in his depart-
ment and he has good officers to help him.
While he is entitled to the thanks that we
bestow upon him I want to remind him that
there is much more still to be done. The
education of the children is of prime import-
ance. Children are not very long at school
and it iz important that we should give them
the best educational facilities while they are
there. Although the Minister has achieved
quite a deal in the face of considerable diffi-
culties I appeal to him now to consider the
construction of a new school at Southpott,
which was promised as far back as 15 to 16
years ago.

I think it was the hon. member for
Buranda that complained that there was not
sufficient playground space at some of the
schools and in such circumstances we ghall
have to accept his suggestion and give teach-
ing in buildings that go up in the air, but we
must have sechool grounds.” There are between
700 and 800 children at the Southport school
and there are a number of private schools

there as well, buildings of an attractive archi-.

tectural design and all doing wonderful
work. It is sad to think that the worst school
building of the lot is the State School. Why
should that be? The matter is above party
polities, it is something that calls for immedi-
ate attention in the interests of the rising
generation. I think every Minister of the
Crown will agree that we should give the
children the best opportunities of education
and the Southport State School ecalls for
attention at once.
buildings are only in line with the State
School, too—they need attention as well.

I do not think the people generally realise
the growing importance of Southport.
Whether buildings are required for eduegtion
or for any other public purpose it is the duty
of the Government to provide them so that
the work of the State may be properly car-
ried out. The obligation is on the Govern-
ment to provide them and again I appeal to
the Minister to give consideration to my sug-
gestion. He always lends a willing ear to
what I have to say and so I ask him now to
do something to make the position better
than it has been in the past. One is very
heartened in approaching the Minister. He
18 always courfeous and his officers, too, are
courteous. I hope that the Treasurer will

Some of the other public -
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be able to find enough money to enable him
to provide all the eduecational faeilities that
are needed for the children of the State.

The Minister takes an interest in
many places, including Southport. I recog-
nise the ramifications of public buildings
throughout the length and breadth. of the
State and I know that to give them proper
attention needs much thought, but I am
confident that if the Minister pursues his
activities within the next few years he will
be able to overcome existing difficulties.
Very often Governments—I am not referring
particularly to the present Government—
wait for public agitation before they give
the publiec a service they need. It is very
satisfactory what the public think but the
Government have means of determining
what facilities are required and where. We
are getting to a position where one ~does
not get very much unless one is always
tailing after a Minister to interest him in
a given projeect. That is quite wrong.

Edueation is a subject that is above party
politics. Everyone 1is entitled to it. No
matter what Government are in power,
there should be some officer possessing
authority to investigate and recommend
neeessary school buildings. I wish to express
my gratitude to the Minister, not only for
the work he has done in my electorate but
for the work he has dome all over Queens-
land. It is very pleasant to hear hon.
members pay tribute to him and give him
fyll eredit for the way in which he has
discharged his duties. I give him full eredit,
although I believe that his work has just
started.

Mr, MOORES (Kurilpa) (7.28 p.m.): It
was my intention to vary the monotony of
the debate by refraining from eulogising
the Minister. Hon. members will appreciate
that after ten years of opposition in the
Brisbane City Council my forte is eriticism
rather than eulogism. But after listening to
hon. members on both sides of the Chamber
I felt I could not resist the temptation to
say that the Minister has done a splendid job
during the period he has been in charge of
works, housing and local government. I can
speak with some degree of authority, as I
served my apprenticeship in the department
and continued thereafter as a tradesman in it
for six years. I am in a position to make
a comparison between that period and the
present time. I have kept close contact with
those young fellows with whom I served my
apprenticeship. I kunow that the Minister
has exercised a tremendous influence with
the heads of the department and that that
influence has permeated its tradesmen. The
ramifications, seope and authority of the
department have been very well handled by
the Minister. After all, the vote we are
discussing amounts to well over half a
million pounds. It is £157,000 more than
the estimate for the? previous year, the
£414,000 voted last year was exceeded by
approximately £70,000, and an additional
amount of £88,000 is being budgeted for in
the current financial year.

=
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I feel that during this debate every mem-
ber in the Chamber must have worked the
parish pump for some purpose. The eriticism
has been so mild that you would imagine
that the only way in which bon. members—
especially hon. members of the Opposition—
could get something from the Minister by
way of maintenance or additions to a school,
a police station, or a court house, was to
appeal to him during a debate of this kind,
That, I think, is ridiculous. The brief experi-
ence I have had of the Minister while I have
been a member of the House has convinced
me that you have only to approach him with
something of urgency and present a ecase
and, allowing for the shortage of materials
and staff, the job is put into operation. I
referred to him sueh a request for work in
my area. It was the only job I wanted
done and the Minister promptly saw the
necessity and urgency of the matter, and
he work is now going ahead. I do mot
think I should have to come here and in a
debate of this importance, push my
barrow for that job in my electorate, as
members of the Opposition have done during
the debate.

Of the more severe eriticism levelled at the

department I should say the one that requires
some reply is that levelled at the chief
administrative officer and his mnear-at-hand
officers because he happens to be a non-
technical man. This is a controversial
question in various spheres of activity.
_ should say that only in rare instances do
you find a person combining the qualification
of a tradesman, a technician, or a professional
man, with those of an experienced adminis-
trator., I know from my personal contact
with people in the department who have
rigsen from the position of apprentices to the
ranks of foremen and supervisors that the
gentleman who holds the position of Under
Seeretary of the department at the present
time, despite the sarcastic reference fo his
qualifications as an acecountant and the con-
tention that he should be a technician or a
professional man, is a very capable person.
I think it is very doubtful whether you eould
obtain a tradesman, a technician, or a pro-
fesgional man who had his qualities as an
administrator. Previous experience  has
ghown that two architeets have been in that
position and under each the administration of
that department was not considered a suecess.
It may be that the Under Secretary at the
present time is fortunate in having with him
right-hand men with some degree of quali-
fications and that those who held the posi-
tion previously did not.

It may also be possible that one of the
factors contributing to the success of the
department at the present time is the elose
liaison and the conscientious applieation with
hig officers that the Minister gives to the job.
That is not said without some grounds for it.
One of the most pleasing features of the
department at the present time is the happy
relationship that exists between the depart-
ment’s men, from the departmental heads
right down to the men of the various sections
~~the plumbing, painting, and ecarpentering
gections—and the Minigter himself, He does
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not restriet his contaet with his department
to consulting his Under Secretary, and pre-
sumably his Under Secretary does not feel
that the Minister is infringing any ethics of
the administration of his department by con-
sulting with other men.

Before I leave the technical side of the
question, may I suggest to the Minister that
one of the difficulties that will develop in
the years to come when materials are avail-
able for the extension of the department, is
that of obtaining trained staff in the higher
spheres of your technical administration?
Recently we made the experiment of import-
ing technical men, but for a variety of
reasons they did not retain their employment
in the department. I would suggest, as the
result of my experience in the Department of
Public Works as a tradesman and in the
Department of Public Instruction as a
manual training instruetor in State schools,
that some consideration be given, if not in
the immediate future then in a long-range
plan, to the training of higher technicians by
the Queensland Government themselves. I
would remind hon. members that the Common-
wealth Governmedt at the present time, mind-
ful of the existence of a shortage of local
tradesmen, technicians and professional men,
have instituted a scheme for obtaining priority
in employment of these men by requesting
firgt-year students at the universities to sign
a contract giving the Commonwealth Govern-
ment a lien on their services for the first five
years after graduation, conditionally on the
Commonwealth Government’s wusging their
services during vaeations, the Commonwealth
paying the wage that these men would be
receiving if they were continuously employed
by the Commonwealth Government in that
year of their training, that is that they
receive the second-year pay while doing their
second year at the university, and so on.
I do not see why the Commonwealth should
be allowed an open go, to use a colloguialism
in this respect, because on the basis of the
Treasurer’s Budget one of the greatest pro-
grammes of development for the future of
this State is in train or is envisaged and
the success of that scheme is based on the
quantity and quality of the technical men
available for basic work.

The Department of Public Works has proved
its capacity over the years to frain a very
sound and efficient type of tradesman. For
the moment I would digress to point out that
although most of the Department of Public
Works apprentices, when they go into private
employment, might be considered slightly
glower than the privately-trained tradesmen
they are recognised generally as being sounder
and more efficiently trained. By reason of
my experience as a tradesman I contend that
to learn to be thorough and efficient is more
important than to be speedy. One can easily
gather speed in later years. In eonjunction or
in collaboration with the Department of
Public Instruction the Minister might econ-
sider the possibility of implementing a scheme
on these lines: that we train our tradesmen
for the future by getting a contract over their
services. It might prove fairly expensive, but
in the long run it would pay.
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In another gphere of technical training
I presume the reasom why the Government
have not put into effect their system of apti-
tude tests and selecting and training lads for
technical trades in the primary schools is
the shortage of materials for the expansion
of the building trade. If there is a
ghortage of teachers and if there is a
shortage of material for expansion in the
immediate future, at least we should eonsider
the immediate extension or expansion of
manual training and domestic science.

One of the most satisfactory features of my
work in the State School at West End as
a manual training instructor was the high
degree of exhilaration a teacher experiences
when he notices that a boy who had lost his
enthusiasm in the main sehool, because of his
lack of progress in academic subjeects, regains
a new interest in his school life when he is
later taught the use of his hands and shows
aptitude for it. No more satisfactory thing
happened to me in my trade or teaching
capacity than to see a boy backward in
academic subjects and losing interest become
enthusiastic again because he could do some-
thing with his hands. Within six months
guch lads, who had made tin panniking, for
example, could take them home to show that

they were so much better at that than the.

boys who had been better than they in
academic subjects. I give that experience to
illustrate the faet that the Minister’s depart-
ment is not entirely responsible, presumably,
for the shortages of tradesmen. If the Gov-
ernment or his department, in collaboration
with the Department of Public Instruction,
ecannot at the moment implement the splen-
did scheme they submitted a couple of years
ago for aptitude tests and technical training
of boys prior to the higher secondary educa-
tion, I suggest that at least they might in
the meantime try to extend manual training
and domestic science, even if such clagses are
conducted underneath schools..

I do not know whether hon. members
opposite know it, but as a result of its war-
time experience, the Department of Public
Works appears to have developed into an
organisation that compares more than favour-
ably with any private organisation of similar
type, whether large or small. 1t is not gener-
ally known that the Department of Public
Works, despite the fact that it is the subjeet
of sarcastic criticism by hon. members oppo-
site because of its alleged chaotic condition,
changed from a peace-time to a war-time
organisation overnight, and, because of the
allocation of work from the Allied Works
Couneil, it has been responsible for the
expenditure of approximately £5,000,000.
Under the guidance of, and influence exerted
by the Minister, his Under Secretary and
departmental heads, the standard of efficieney
was so high that the heads of the American
Army and those of the Allied Works Counecil
went out of their way to compliment the
officers of the department on the work they
did. If, instead of raising these petty parish
pump items such as complete maintenance
jobs within a week or extemsions to a school
within six weeks or a couple of months, hon.
members opposite took a State-widz view of
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the organisation that spreads its activities
from Coolangatta to Thursday Island, we
might get something constructive from them.

The officers engaged in the Department of
Public Works are just as jealous of their
reputation for doing a good job as are persons
engaged in private capacities outside, and
some of these employees must have been in
the department long enough to know the
chaotic conditions and lack of control and
supervision that existed under the old contracl
system, in the days when profit, not the
sound efficient building of a job, was the
main consideration.

On local-authority matters, I would sug-
gest to the Minister that he investigate the
question whether it is not a waste of money
to continually spoonfeed local authorities by
way of subsidies. I say that after giving the
matter some thought. In my speech on the
Financial Statement I referred to the fact
that couneils should be assisted, but I was
eareful not to say that they should be assisted
by way of subsidy, because I feel loan charges
are the big problem. We have a statement
of the Brisbane Lord Mayor, Alderman Chand-
ler, that ‘‘the burden of interest payment
hangs like a pall over this city.’’ Those were his
actual words in the first year of his adminis-
tration approximately 10 years ago, and in the
very near future, at the present rate of bor-
rowing, £2,000,000 of the city’s revenue of
approximately £7,000,000 will be paid in
interest and loan charges on loans that are
nearly equivalent to the valuation of this eity.

Mr., Muller:

matter.

That is a very serious

Mr. MOORES: It is, and that is why I say
that although the Minister might feel proud
of the fact that the loeal authorities have
been spoon-fed to the extent of many hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds by way of sub-
sidy over the years, it is only a very small
amount when compared with the excessive and
crippling interest charges.

The hon. member for Maree just could not
resist being petty early in the evening when
referring to the vote for local authorities.
T was surpriged at his making the reference
he did to the Jones administration and I feel
that the Minister has dealt very effectively
with that phase of the hon. member’s
criticism. I, however, should like to make
reference to his eriticism of the Jones adminis-
tration purely because the Government decided
that two investigators would go to the Bris-
bane City Couneil to look through the affairs
of that council at that time. Does the hon.
member know that the Brisbane City Couneil
is in a worse financial position now than it
was in the last year of the Jones regime in
1939-407 Only because Lord Mayor Chandler
is in charge is the Brisbane City Counecil not
being accused of being broke. If a Labour
mayor was in control of the eouncil we should
have had the fact blazoned in the newspapers
and in every possible way that the Brisbane
City Couneil was bankrupt. That is the exact
position of the Brisbane City Council. Why
did the eounecil appeal to the Government to
delay on two occasions the presentation of
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its Budget for the balancing of the £123,000
reimbursement from the Federal Government
for the effects of devaluation? There was
no more reason why two investigators went
to the Brisbane City Council at the Govern-
ment’s request in 1939 than there would be
today in sending two investigators to look
at the council’s activities.

I emphasise my point by stating that in
recent years I have strenuously and vigorously
criticised the present administration for its
preferential treatment to contractors, particu-
larly one small contractor to whom was given
£1,600 of public money to help him out of
a hole. And then there is the ladling out
of money to the present sanitary contractor.
These things should have public investigation
and there 1s no reason why the Government
should not at the behest of the Minister send
two investigators along to the council. It
may be that the Minister, with his inherent
sporting qualities, does not think it the right
thing to do tb a political opponent; beeause
the present Lord Mayor has the reputation
of being a successful business man it does not
follow that he ecan shecessfully distribute his

time betwen his business affairs and the
* colossal undertaking of an approximate
£11,000,000 expenditure

concern like the
Brisbane City Couneil, :

Hon. W, POWER ' (Baroona—=Secretary
for Publiec Works, Housing and Local Govern-
ment) (7.48 pm.): There are only one or
two things to which I want to reply. The
hon. member for Bulimba, who is not now
present, referred to the eulogies I have
received and said that I might require a new
hat, The size of my hat is 6% and if I were
to take any notice of the hon. member and
the party with which he is associated and
measured their heads by their own opinions,
.mine would still be 6§ and theirs 9, 10 or 11
The Department of Public Works has built a
number of police residences in many parts
of Queensland. I will point out briefly what
we have done. We have built a residence at
Bast Brisbane, one at Red Hill, and one at
Bulimba, and we have made additions to the
police building at Petrie Terrace. We have
made provigion for, although we have not
started—and this is for the information of
the hon. member for Albert—a new residence
at Burleigh. The hon. member for Fassifern
will be glad to know that provision has been
made for the building of a mnew married-
constable’s residence at Beenleigh. Provision
hag been made for the building of a new resi-
dence at Maroochydore. At Gatton it is
proposed to build a new residence. All these
things are under way and will be completed
in the near future. In the Wide Bay elec-
torate we have recently completed a new
police building costing £21,250; and the ereec-
tion of a senior-sergeant’s residence at a
value of £1,750 has been approved.

The hon. member for Nanango will be
pleased to know that a housé and land has

been bought in the Nanango distriet at a

cost_of £1,000 on which to erect a police
residence. You will be pleased, Mr. Hilton,
to know that in the Inglewood district a new
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police station has been started at Yelarbon.
In the western district at Murilla we propose
to convert single constable’s quarters into
quarters for a married constable. In the
Balonne area it is proposed to erect a new
police residence for a married eonstable at
Dirranbandi. “We are accused of being a
Queen Street Government but not all Govern-
ment funds are spent in the city. We have
an enormous building programme in hand and
I am happy to be able to say that because
of our excellent organisation much of it will
be carried out in the mnext 12 months. We
propose to erect a new police residence af
Bendemere, single men’s quarters at Roma,
and a new police station at Nocundra. It
is proposed to construct new quarters for a
married constable and quarters for single
police at Cunnamulla. There are to be a new
police building at Marlborough, two police
residences at Aramac, a new residence ab
Eton. In the Burdekin distriet, at Townsville
there is to be the conversion of the R.AAF.
building for police accommodation. There was
some objection by the Townsville Council to
the conversion of these buildings for the pur-
pose. We had no desire to convert the‘build-
ings but something had to be done in the
meantime.  There are additions to police bar-
racks at Townsville for quarters for single
men with a new station at Townsville North.
There are to be three new police residences
in.the Cloncurry district, at Mount Isa. There
is to be additional accommodation in the
Douglas district at Mossman, a new residence
for officer in charge at Einasleigh. There are
to be new residences in Brisbane, at Albion,
Ashgrove, Mitchelton, Nundah, Newmarket,
Morningside and East Brisbane.

These are our proposals in conmnection with
the Police Force throughout the State and I
can assure the hon. member for Bulimba that
there is a very eclose laison between the
Department of Public Works and the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction. There seems %0
be the harebrained idea that we should estab- -
lish a sort of Department of Public Works
within the Department of Public Instruetion
but it would be impossible to give effect t0
it. First of all, it would not be a wise pro-
cedure and secondly it would not be possible
to get the technical staff to carry out the
work, From time to time the Department of
Public Instruction selects suitable land for
school-building purposes, makes a recommen-
dation, and refers the matter to the Depart-
ment of Public Works. An inspector from
the Department of Public Instruction goes
out, surveys the position, eollects all the :}nfor-
mation required and decides upon a suitable
site for a school but from my observations of
what occurred in years gone by I should say
that the persons responsible for this Wwor
should never have been inspectors, they §hOUId
have been dismissed on the spot. Judging bY
their selections of land they were thoroughly
incompetent because some of their selection®
have cost the Government thousands of pount ts-
in levelling land, filling in swamps and erec .
ing the existing buildings. That state O
affairs does not exist now--there is a clos®
collaboration on this matter between the tW0
departments today.
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The hon. member for Albert, in his nusual
courteous manner, referred in complimentary
terms to the work of the department and
myself. The South Coast is one of the fav-
ourite seaside resorts in this State and I
. feel confident that its progress will be more
rapid as a result of the amalgamation of
the local authorities in that area. When I
visit the South Coast on holidays I make an
inspection of the public buildings in that
area, particularly at Southport. The State
school there was a disgrace to the depart-
ment. I was amazed at its condition, which
was due to the fact that it had not been
painted for a number of years prior to the
war and its deterioration had accelerated
during the war years when little or no work
was done on public buildings.. After my
inspection I gave directions that renova-
tion work should be carried out immedi-
ately. The children are entitled to decent
conditions in which to pursue their studies.
I made an inspection of the building
together with the hon. member for Albert
and the head teacher -and was convinced of

the necessity for the renovation of the
building. .
The department iz now building a

maternity hospital at Southport by day lab-
our. The people of the district are entitled
to that institution. Before any such build-
ings are erected, the department analyses
the buildings for which there is a demand,
selects the most urgent, and acts accord-
ingly. The hon. member for Albert is not
doing too badly. A number of buildings in

his electorate have been repaired and
painted, including the Southport, Police
Station. I visited the Southport Police

Station, with Inspector Mullally. I met the
wife of the senior-sergeant and she cantioned
me to be careful where I walked. I discov-
ered that the condition of the floor was
concealed by linoleum, and artiecles of furni-
ture were placed over holes in the flooring
boards.
moved the bad condition of the floor was
revealed. Inspector Mullally, who was a
heavy man, was warned not to walk past
the entrance to the room for fear some
part of the floor might collapse under his
weight. I gave instructions to Mr. East,
who moved very quickly and had the build-
ing repaired and painted.

T agree with the hon. member for Albert
that much work has been done on public
buildings and there still remains much to be
done. We are not satisfied that everything
in the garden is lovely and that we ean
afford to rest from our labours. We must
still be up and doing and we must still
work at high pressure while so much work
remains to be done. The hon. member for
Albert wants a new brick State school
erected at ‘Southport. That is
worth while, but he must admit that he
cannot have two big brick buildings being
erected at Southport at the same time. We
have to be fair and spread public works
over the whole of Queensland, and not con-
fine them to one area and do them in one

Immediately the linoleum was re-

something
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year. When the preliminary work on the
maternity hospital is dompleted plans will
be prepared for the new building. 'The
maternity hospital will cost approximately
£43,000 and that work is now under way.
When the hospital is completed due consid-
eration will be given to the hon. member’s
representations for the erection of a new
brick school.

I mention for the information of the hon.
member for Brisbane that we hope to make
a start on the long-overdue new school in
his electorate. It should have been built a
The new building
will be erected on the site of the old school.

The South Coast is a very important part
of the State. Restrictions on the building
of holiday homes there still exist but the
Acting Premier has assured the people in
that area that the necessary permit will be
issued to any person who wants to build a
home to reside in. I heartily agree with
the policy of the Government. I cannot
admit that permits should be given for
holiday homes when so many of our people
are in temporary accommodation.

I point out to the hon. member for Albert
that we visualise in a building programme
for South Coast the erection of a new police
station. The one to which I have referred is
out of date, and we hope as early as possible
when men and materials are available to erect
shnew one. The land is available. I made
an inspection with the hon.. member for
Albert, and as soon as possible we will build
a new set of offices. We are cramped for
room, particularly office space. I had to
approve of the enclgsure of a certain part
of the veranda of the court house for the
purpose. At South Coast during Christmas-
time there is a great influx of population and
it is neecessary to send further police there
for the protection of the publie. These addi-
tional men sleep in the eourt house. That
state of affairs must be remedied as early as
possible, because members of the Police Force
or any other group of workers are entitled to
decent sleeping and living conditions. As
early as possible we will provide a suitable
building on the South Coast, making provi-
sion for extra men who are required to be
sent there from time to time in the interests
of the publie. It is not a question of money
to-day, but of skilled technical men and of
obtaining suitable material. We recently did
some work at Burleigh and at Surfer’s Para-
dise. I can assure the hon. member, like
other hon. members that the policy of the
department is to do the most urgent work
first; political considerations do not enter
into the matter.

I was rather interested in the speech of
the hon. member for Kurilpa, because I took
a very keen and active part in helping the
hon. member into this Parliament. T look
upon him as a very able young man who will
go a long way in the Labour movement.
From his remarks to-night it is apparent
that he has given very eclose studv to the
workings of the Department of Publie
Works. The hon. member assured us that he
served his time in i, and I am proud of the
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faet that while we turn out good buildings
and good tradesmen we also have turned out
an eoxcellent member of Parliament in the
person of the hon, member for Kurilpa.

Government Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. POWER: The hon, member referred
to fthe Inerease in the vote, That is brought
about parfly as the result of the extra work
that will be carried out this year as
materials and man-power become available,
and we are adding to the staff because we
want to overcome the lag that has oceurred
over a number of years as a result of the
War.

The hon. member referrad to certain work
at the West End State School. The late
Mr. P. K, Copley was a keen advoeate for
the completion of the works at that sehool,
but it was only recently that they were com-
menced hecause previously we were not able
to obtain sufficient steel. The hon, member
was fortunate, because just after he was
elected, steel arrived from overseas, and we
were able to eommenee the work in the school
grounds, which had been an eyesore.

T was glad to hear the lon, member’s
remarks about the guestion whether technieal
men make good administrators. There is an
idea in the minds of many people that tech-
nical men should be put in charge of this
department., That view is held by one senior
public servant who rang me up and suggested
that I should fill a certain position with a
teehnical man. T said to him, *‘Thank you
very much for your suggestion, but I will aet
on my own ideas in the matter.”” T agree
with the hon. member for Kurilpa that tech-
nical men do not on occasions make very
good administrators. For very many years
the Department of Public Works was con-
trolled by techmicians, 1 do not want to
take anything away from the teechnical man
who has put in years of study and hard work
to obtain a degree, but I do think the tech-
nical men are much better employed at their
technieal work than in administration.

Ag a matter of fact, in view of the short-
age of technical men today, the services of a
technician would be wasted as an adminis-
trator. I have no knowledge of what was
done during the time the department was
controlled or administered by technical men,
but during the years I have been a member
of this Parliament, approximately 15 years
—and prior to that, too, T was an alderman
of the city of Brisbane—I know that mo
other officer could have done a better joh
than Mr, Lyons has done as Under Secretary.
A hoy entering the Public Serviee gtarts off
in a very small job. His hours are from 9
aam. to 5 pom. and when he leaves the office
his worrieg virtually end. But when a man
gets to the tap of the tree in the Public
Service and should be relaxing as a sort of
reward for his hard work, his devotion to
duty and loyalty to fhe service we find him
working long hours after many other officers
have gone home, Mr. Lyons, who has reached
the top of the tree, does just that, Go into
the Department of Publie Works three or
four nights a week and you will find Mr.
Lyons in his office working, T take this
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opportunity this evening of publiely thanking
Mr, Lyons for the work he has done on behalf
of the Department of Public Works, He has
given it years of service and attained to the
highest position but instead of relaxing he is
working much harder than ever. I publicly
thisnk him for his devotion to duty and the
able and efficient way in which he has earried
out his work., Certainly he has a very excel-
lent heutenant in Mr. East, who is doing the
bullocking work outside and pgetting a preat
deal domne.

The hon. member for Kurilpa referred to
the trained staff, T am very keen to obtain
suitable staff to carry out the vast amount of
work that has to be done. We imported
architeets from overseas. Some have been
quite sueeessful but some have left us. I
hope that in the future engagement of men
from overseas a much closer investigation will
be made. One fellow came out but left hLis
wife overseas, He put a woman on the
ship, dropped her off somewhere else and out
here picked up another woman. That is not
the type of men we want in the Department
of Public Works. The Government realise
the importanee of having skilled technicians.
We give free scholarships to the University
and, wherever possible, we endeavour to tie up
these men to give their services to us for a
period of years. However, we are still unable
to obtain all the techmicians we require. We
have trained a number of gkilled artisans for
the various jobs to be done by the Department
of Public Works, such as plumbers, earpen-
ters, hricklayers, electricians, cabinetmakers,
and joiners.

I am proud of the department’s record in
thg rvehabilitation of a number of ex-serviee-
men. There are some with us today who were
prisomers of war. Thay are doing a very good
job. As ike resnlt of co-operation between the
Commonwealth and State Governments these
young men, who went and fought for this
country, enduring the hardships of such places
az the Kokoda trail, are rehabilitated in
lite, We are grateful to them. We should
appreciate what they have done for the coun-
try. This department is gunite happy to
employ such men.

The hon, member for Kurilpa referred also
to the development of the Department of
Public Works during the war years. That ia
a record of which the department is very
prond and is attributable to the work of my
predecessor, the Secrotary for Publie Instrue-
tion, who was Minister in charge of the
Department of Public Works at that time.

I would point ount that when Labour took
office in 1932 the very important section of
the department at Ipswich road known as the
Ipswich road workshops wag closed down.
The machinery had been sold. Tt was a deso-
Iate building, beeause of the Elolicy of the
previous Government. Today that workshop
is a hive of industry. It is part and pareel
of the Government’s policy of day labour.
But for the day-labour policy and the pro-
gramme of the Government, many of the
requests received from ecountry members could
not be granted, The work that should have
heen done eould mot have been dome. We
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have endeavoured to get contractors 1o go to
Thursday lIsland and to Coen to build new
schouls and police stations, but without
suecess. The only way in which that work has
been made possible has been by our poliey of
day-labour under which we have fown men
to varions places and so ecompleted jobs,
While people nre prone to eriticise the day-
labour poliey of the Government they must
realise that some contractors will work only
in the large centres of population and will
uot go outside,

In addition to that, we have men engaged
on day-luhour travelling throughont the State
working on schoole und putting up with such
condifions ns sleeping either underneath the
sehouls or in ftents provided by the depart-
ment. There conditions are rather hard but
they are doing excellent work, which we
Appreciate, and 1 thank them for their eo-
operation,

The hon, member for Kurilpa spoke also of
subsidies to local authorities and pointed oub
that £2,000,000 is being puid each year in
intorest bi the Brisbane City Council. The
hon, member for Fassifern said by way of
interjection that that was a serious matter.
It you borrow money you must pay interest.
1 am one of those who believe that the city
of Brishune is so important that it should
be developed, and T cannot see any logieal
argument against obtaining long-term loans
to carry out that development. Would it be
reasonable to suggest that the debt on the
City Hall, which cost £1,000,000, and pro-
bably more with recent additions, should be
liquiduted by the present generation? That
building will stand for mamy year: and
posterity should bear some of the eost of our
eivie development., I can see nething whatever
wrong with obtaining long-term losns to
develop the eity. It would be unfair to ask
the present generation to pay for the develop-
ment of the whole of this eity.

Mr, H. B. Taylor: What is the Govern-
ment’s poliey on the rate of depreciation on
n building sneh as that?

Mr. POWER: T could not answer that
question at the moment,

Mr. H, B. Taylor: Would it be 1 per
vent ¥

Mr. POWER: I think it would be 1 per
cent, on a brick building but I do not know.

The hon., member also said that the financial
position of the Brisbane City Council is much
worse now than it has ever been. I am not
au fait with that matter at all.

He also said that certain moneys had been
paid to small eontractors, If any money has
been wrongfully paid it will be easily dis-
covered when the auditor makes his report,
and I do not want to be accused of political
bias in having somebody investigate fhe
Affuirs of the Brisbane City Council, or any
other loeal authority for that matter,

Mr. H. B. Taylor: You know there is no
reason for it.

Mr, POWER: I do not know a ng
about it, but the hon. member for Kurilpa
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referred to the payment of £1,600 to small
contractors and large amounts paid to Messrs.
Hunter Bros.

Mr. Decker: But all the accounts are
passed by the Auditor-General’s Department,
are they notf

Mr., POWER: 1 have already said that
if there was anything wrong in connection
with these matters, the Auditor-General would
diseover it. Of eourse, despite the fact that
audits are earried out, there have been times
when investigations have been nacessary but
I do not want to be asccused of tuking any
political advantage of the present Brisbane
City Council. Everybody knows my views of
that administration. have no personsl
quarrel with the Lord Mayor. I have always
looked upon him as a good citizen, except
that T think he spends a good deal of time
in his own office, although T must be fair
and say that be does not take any pay for
the work he does as Lord Mayor. However,
if T thought there was anything wrong with
any loeal authority, or if the matter was
brought under my notice I should take action
immediately. At present 1 cannot see any
resson for having an investigation into the
affairs of the Brisbane City Council.

Mr. DONALD (Bremer) (815 pm.):
Whilst the Department of Public Works may
not be the most important of the departments,
I think it will be readily agreed that it plays
a very important part in most departments,
particularly the Departments of Public
Tnstruetion and Health and Home Affairs in
the development of the State. The buildin
and maintenunce of sehools and hospitals an
other public buildings is a gigantic task,
involving the expenditure of many hundreds
of thousands of pounds and the employment
of hundreds of employees. During the year
under review approximately £950,000 was
spent and 1,111 people were employed. Tt is
pleasing to notice the faragraph in the report
of Mr, Lyons, the Under Secretary, eulogising
the work dome by employees on day-labonr
projeets and T am pleased that the Minister
has again drawn attention to the value of
these employees to the State, Had it not
been for the loyal eo-operation given to the
department by day-labour employees and their
readiness to journey into the country and
stay away from their homes for weeks on end,
many of the urgent works requiring attention
would not have been put into operation and
brought to a sueeessful eonclusion, We must
thank those employees not only for their loyal
co-pperation and desire fo help the State
but for displaying unselfishness in enduring
discomfort without undue complaint.

Whilst no major work has been undertaken
by the department during the last 12 months
in the Bremer elcctorate, much renovation
and maintenance work has been executed, run-
ning into tens of thousands of pounds, and
the result is that very few of the schools or
sthool rosidences have not received attention.
The same goes for police stations, barracks and
many other buildings. T hope the time is not
far distant when the deparfment can begin
operations on the two post-primary schools
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promised for the Ipswich distriet, one at Bras-
sall and the other at Silkstone, 1 am prepared
to admit that preference must be given to the
building of homes for our people, desirable as
the schools are. The erection of post-primary
schools will fill a long-felt want in our eduea-
tional =ystem,

An honest attempt to overtake the arrears
of maintenance work left as a earry-over
from the war period has been made but it
has been handieapped by the shortage of
materials and man-power. The attempt being
made br the department to overtake the
arrears has won the admiration snd appre-
ciation of the public generally.

The new residence for the sehool master
at Raceview has given great satisfaction to
residents who for years agitated for it, Now
that a begiuning has been made on this very
necessary work the residents of that locality
degire me to express on their behalf their

ratitude to both the Department of Public
wgat:l;uetion and the Department of Public

orks,

The Goodna Mental Hospital has been the
scene of building and other activities by the
Department of Public Works and its work in
converting a war-time building into a eanteen
is a glowing tribute to the men in the
architectural section of the department, as
well as the artisans, At that institution
there is mow a really good canteen used not
only by employees but by visitors who go
to see unfortunate relatives in that instituion.

The Ipswich Technieal College seems to
have missed out and I wish the Minister
would nse his influence to see that this bnild-
ing gets a place in the department’s
priorities. The building is badly in need of
painting, both inside and out. For some years
it has had no attention at all. If this eounld
}}eddgém the committee would be very grateful
ndeed,

Becanse of the shortage of material and
man-power, particularly material, the depart-
ment is greatly handicapped. 1 think we
all recognise the faet that shortages lead to
high cost of building, both publie buildings
and private homes, They interfere with sue-
cessful planning, the continnous flow of work
that ie necessary to enable a job to be done
efficiently and within the estimated cost.
Serious as the shortages are, they are not
nearly as serious wvor will they have the
same effect on the State as the shortage of
youths offering themselves as apprentiees in
the department. The hon. member for
Kurilpa, a former employee and apprentice
in the department, told us just how thor-
oughly the boys are trained by the depart-
ment  in the building trades. It is
a pity the department cannot get sufficient
apprentices to learn the art of building.
The position will arise that when building
materigls—iron, plumbing requisites, and so
on—are here in reasonable quantities, we
shall be short of the technicians needed to
do the work, If we continue as we are
today, unable to train the full comjlement
of apprentices in the building trades attached
to the department, we may find in five, six or
seven years that we have not the gualified
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tradesmen to do the building work required
to be done. It is to be hoped that in the
very near future and without any delay, the
department will be able to attract to its
services young men who will be the future
builders of our homes and of public huild-
ings. 1 thoroughly agree with the seriousness
of the lack of training of technical experts
mentionel by the hon. member for
Kurilpa. Unless we have the journeymen,
the trained artisans, we may be at » serious
disadvantage in the future in the building
of homes and public offices for Government
departments,

Much has been said doring the debate about
the system of amalgamating local authorities
in greater arens. %uite recently the ciry of
Tpswich beeame the Greater City of Ipswich,
and in the main the idea was well reecived.
I heard no adverse complaints st all until
after the eleefions, After the amalgamation
a part of the Moreton Shire Counecil enme into
the Greater Ipswich area and the people from
the Moreton shire area that has been absorbed
by the merger are complaining that they are
not adequately represented in the new Greater
Ipswich City Council. There is some point in
their argument when we bear in mind the fact
that these people in the old Morveton Shire
Couneil had six representatives on their coun-
eil and despite the fact candidates from that
area were nominated at the eleetion, they
sueceeded in winning only two seats on the
Greater Ipswich City Council. On a popula-
tion basis that representation may be correct,
but they think that at the present time they
are out of touch with their municipal repre-
sentatives. There is some strength in
their argument and something to be said
for the suggestion that a ward system should
be ereated. The old shire of Moreton was
divided into divigions and they eomtend that
if it was possible to have divisions in that
shire it is equally possible to have the ward

system in the eity of Ipswich, The roblem
of creating wuards in the Greater lpswich
area is much more difficult than m the

Greater Brisbane area., The State electorates
in Brishane form the wards in Greater DBris-
bane but the problem is not quite so ensy in
the Greater Ipswich area, But it would be
no more diffieult to ereate wards in Ipswich
than divigions in the shire of Moreton,

This does not imply that benefited avens
should be reinstituted. There are no eomn-
plaints about their aholition. In the old
Moreton shire we have the unhappy position
with regard to the Moggill ferry, which
gave a valuable service to the publie for
as long as I can remember. Nos. 1 or 2
divisions of the shire had to bear the
Moreton Shire’s portion of the cost of
maintenance of that ferry until the tiwe
came when they felt they could not continnve
to do so any longer. It was a legitimate
charge over the whole area. One half of the
eost was borne by the Brisbane City Council.
The Ipswich City Counecil would not agree
to bear any of the ecost. The -ecoat
of repairs and maintenance was borne
equally by the Brisbane Oltf Couneil
and Moreton Shire Council. do not
want it to be inferred from my remarks that
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1 subseribe to the principle of benefited areas.
I agree with the Minister in that respect, bnt
1 am in disagreement with bim on the ward
system, which would give belter direet repre-
sentation to the people. It would enable
them to feel that they had representation of
their own loeality, as in the eity of Brisbane
and in the State eleetorates,

It would not be argned for one moment
that the 75 members who will assemble here
after the next Btate election should be elected
on a single-electorate basis, and the elee-
tions for the new Tpswich City Counail are
held on the same prineiple but on a smaller
scale, The people who have been embraced
in the Greater Ipswich area from the old shire
of Moreton contend that the ward system
shiould be introduced to give them direct repre-
gentation on the couneil,

The sreatest demand of the peaple in the
nrea is that they should be supplied with
water, From the Bundamba State school
right down to Goodna on the boundary of
the Greater Brisbane area the people have
no water at all, That need is aggravated by
the fact that during the war years water was
Lrought to Wacol, and water in abundance
was brought to Redbank, where thousands of
troops were concentrated for some years,
The lack of water in the area I mentionei
is aggravated too by the knowledge that many
vears ago, even in the time when John Cooke
aud Co. owned the Redbank Meatworks,
water was laid on there. The people in the
Bundamba-Goodna area are partly to blame
for the faet that the area is not retien-
lated, They agitated for water during dry
apells hut when the drought hroke and rain
came they were content with their wells and
tanks, That in the main was the argument
in the past. Now there is no doubt they
want the water. The Government have heen
fairly generous to both the Moreton Shire and
Ipswieh City Couneil. Engineers have been at
work to see what can be done to reticulate Lhis
area, but delay las oceurred through diffi-
enlty in getting the mnecessary piping. I
appeal to the Minister and his officers to
have this area reficulated as quickly as pos-
aihle.

I conelude by adding my compliments
not only fo the Minister and his officers
but to all the employees in the deparfment.

Mr, HEADING (Wide Bay) (8.31 pm.):
Firgt I wish to congratulate the Minister
for carrying out some of the promises he
gave us when he took over the portfolio of
Secretary for Public Works., He promised

us then that he would proseeute the
work of the department with vigour
and see that much of the leeway was

made up. While he has not given us all the
buildings required or ecarried out all the
repairs that were necessary on the various
Government buildings, I do want to say
that in my opinion the Minister has done
a very fair job. That dogs not mean that T
agree with everything he said during the
zpeeches he made on this vote, and it does
not mean that T am not going to criticise
some of the things he has done. He cer-
tainly has put some vigour intp his job as
Minister for Public Works,
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The Minister in charge of local-aunthority
work requires a very wide experience—per-
haps even a wider experience than the Minis-
ter has had, beeause it covers very wide
ramifications and gives him a variety of work
to eontrol. He would be well advised to
seele the opinion of members of the various
shire eouncils, particularly those who come
yearly to the Local Authorities’ Conferences
because they are people who are imbued
with a high sense of duty to the various
loealities they represent and they are very
desirons of seeing more amenities given fo
the eountry people. I should like the Minis-
ter to pay more attention to the views of
those people who are giving much of their
time, very often for nothing, to improving
the conditions ountback, I say that in all
ginperity.

I heard the Minister express opiniony
with which I do not agree. If he lived in
the outback parts of the State for a few
years he would nof express such Opinions.
For instance, he said that he would spread
the cost of amenities in a shire over the
whole shire. In many cases the people would
not get the amenities in the towns at all,
hecause they would be out-voted by members
representing the country divisions. Take my
own town and shire of Murgon as an
example. There are four divisions, fwo
councillors representing the town and two
each of the other three divisions, with a
chairman; and when it comes to providing
amenities for the people in the towns the
whole - of the ecouncil have a vote and if
you sought to spread the cost of tennis
courts or baths in the town over the whole
ghire you would mof get the motion
carried, for the simple reason that the repre-
sentative who lived 40 or 60 miles away
from the town, and who perhaps got bogged
every time he tried to get to town when it
was raining or shortly afferwards, would
not be likely to vote for amenities _that
would be handy for the fellow who is living
on the hitumen road; and naturally so. 1 ask
the Minister to have another look at the
question of spreading the cost of the ameni-
ties over the whole shire. It will not work
T say that from experience over many yrars
us 4 member of a shire council and echair-
man of one.

Mr. (’Shea: There is only one remedy—
ahbolish the ghires.

; DING: That is not a very wise
ini?grriegfaé Tt is the Labour view, but T
did not think the hon, member had that iden,
That is a centralising of power in the cities
and towns, I did not think an hon, mem-
ber representing the outhack would malke
guch 4 suggestion. I am guite sure he
realised in his own heart that the control
of the distriets concerned should rest in the
people living in them, They ave the peonle
who would know their rtequirements. The
ventralising of power in the cities or towns
would not enable uns to get very far with
the provision of amenities for the outside.

Today the most important question in
local governmenf, as the Minister kuows, 18
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ihe increasing cost of progress to the towns
and distriets. Costs are continually rising
and members of shire councils are ab their
wits’ end to find new methods of getting
suffieient finance to carry on. 1 do not pro-
pose to go into the question of the finances
of loeal anthorities at this stage, as it would
take me too long and there are one or two
other matters I wish to bring before the
Minister. I am sure the Minister knows that
eventually some new method of financing
ghire councils will have to be found and
moneys will have to be diverted to the
construetion of roads and the provision of
amenities in the shires of Queensland.

T agree with the Minister on the amal-
gamation of shires when he said that he
would proceed with amalgamation only when
a request came from the people coneerned.
That is a very wise attitude to adopt and I
hope the Minister confirms my interpretation
of his remarks when he speaks. People living
in the various shires should have the vight
to say whether there should be an amalgama-
tion or not. The idea behind amalgamation,
that overhead costs are reduvced, is mot
altogether realised as the result of experi-
ence. There is always the possibility that
the area is loo large and therefore too
unwieldy, that people cannot get the atten-
tion they deserve after they have found
the means to do a job. I myself prefer a
compact shire rather than a large unwieldy
ong. Onge it reaches a ecertain ares or
population there has to be a duplication of
officers and that sort of thing and so it
becomes uneconomic,

The hon. member for Kurilpa said that
hon. members, particularly of the Opposi-
tiom, worked the parvish pump. T do not
know whether the Minister worked the
parigh pump hut he gave the Committeec a
long story of all the things he had dome.

Mr. Alkens: He worked the propaganda
Pump,

Mr. HEADING: Perhaps that is the
better term. He worked it very hard. Never
once during the course of his speech did he
mention schemes or buildings for the Wide
Bay electorate. 1 do not apologise to the
hon. member for Kurilpa or anybody else
it 1 work the parish pump. If I eriticise
the Minister L do not think for a moment
he would eut out the Wide Bay electorate
from any improvements. The Minister has
a fairly broad mind, He knows that we on
the Opposition are here to eriticise the
actions of himself and his colleagues and
that heing so I am sure that merely beeause
we offer eriticism he would not deprive us
of any works or projeets in our glectorates,

Mr. Aikens: If you did not speak for
the people you represent, you could not
expect anybody else to do it.

Mr, HEADING: I was about to say that.

Mr, Power: You do not think I should
be so despicable, do youd
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Mr. HEADING: I said the hon. gentle-
man would net and I wdhere to that opinion.
At the heginning of my speech 1 said a few
nice things about the hon. gentleman and I
have mot taken back what I said.

The time has arrived when greater attention
should be given to school residences, We ask
men and women to go into the outback areas
to take charge of schools and impart eduea-
tiom to our children. Sometimes we ask them
{0 live in buildings that we should not like
to live in ourselves, and I have in mind a
few places about which T shall tell the Minis-
ter later. Greater aftention should he paid
to school residences. The head teacher of
a sehool oceupies a rather high publie position
and he iz entitled to some comfort for his
wife and family, If special attention is given
to residences at country schools some induce-
ment will be offered fo teachers to go out
there.

During my term as a member of Parlia-
ment I have had a number of requests for
eementing the area underneath schools. Upon
making representations to this end T have
always been put off with the argument that
the materials were required for more urgent
works, sueh as the building of schools and
houses but in view of the answer given hy
the Secretary for Health and Home Affairs
to the hon. member for Sandgate the other
day about the vast amount of ecement he has
stored up, that excuse is no longer valid, It
is not good to keep thousands of bags of
cement very long becanse it deteriorates and
I suggest that some of this cement might he
used for econereting munder schools, One
school in partieular is the Tin Can Bay State
school, whieh is in a very sandy area. There,
on a windy day, sand is blown into the
children’s lunches and a little of the cement
held by the Seeretary for Health and Home
Affairs might well be used to remove this
inconvenience, Tt is of no wse putting gravel
underneath. schools beeanse that is stony and
is liahle to cause the ehildren to hurt them-
selves.

At this stage I thank the Minister for
receiving & deputation from Pialba that T
introduced to him while he was at Mary-
borough. Pialba is a rapidly growing distriet
and when building restrictions are lifted if
will develop even more rapidly, At present
there are between 700 and 800 children there
but they have mo facilities for domestie
seienee or manuval fraining, They have to
travel 20 miles to Maryborough for that
training.

Mr. Power: That is a matier for the
Secretary for Public Instruetion.

Mr. HEADING: I agree, but the Secre-
tary for Public Works has to erect the huild-
ing, If we had the building the rest would
be eagy.

Mr. Power: But the Secretary for Public
‘Works eannot take any action until requested
by the Department of Public Iustruetion, 50
I think you ought to save that up and have
s word with the Secretary for Publie
Instrnetion.
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Mr, HEADING: I will have a word with
him, but if I first get the good will of the
Seeretary for Public Works 1 ghall have gone
a long way.

They have done well in that distriet in
that two rooms have been added to the school
at Urangan Point, two rooms have been added
to the Torquay school, and many improve-
ments have been made to the Pialba school.
Of course, the number of children was
inercasing g0 rapidly that the department
could not do anything else.

The Murgon Shire Council is endeavouring
to get a tivie centre started and wants the
police station and Government offices removed
80 that the land can be used for the Depart-
ment of Public Instruetion. T suggest that
the Minister look into this matter.

I want fo refer to the attack made by the
Minister on the hon, member for Aubigny on
the question of the valvation of land——

Mr. Power: I did not.

Mr., HEADING: The hon. member told
me that the Minister did and asked me fo
reply. Valuations were inereased in the Wambo
shire by 18233 per ecent. That was a terrific
rise and although 1 am not attacking the
Minister for that T do so on his eriticism that
thet‘shire council reduced the rate by 50 per
cen

Mr. Power: 1 did not criticise it. I
simply said that rates were reduced. There
is nothing critical in that.

Mr. HEADING: Apparently there has
been a misunderstanding. If rates had been
kept at the same level after that violent,
almost savage, increase the couneil eould have
been accused of bleeding its own people.
There was no intention to bleed the rate-
payers white by keeping the rate at the same
level beeause it would be more than the people
eould afford to pay, particulurly the returned-
soldier setfler. I make that statement
because in the passage-at-arms between the
Minister and the hon. membor—o

Mr. Power: The hon. member said that
wo put valuations up to get extra land tax,
whereas we did not get any more,

Mr, HEADING: That is a different
question from the one with which 1 am dealing,

The hon. member for Townsville said that
the Government have not done all he would
have liked them to do and said that the lack
of pquipment was not the fault of the Govern-
ment, as there was a world-wide shortage. I
was particularly impressed by that statement
beesuse ever sinee I have been s memhber of
this Committes 1 have heard hon. members
critivising the Moore Government, ignoring
the fact fhat there was a world-wide depres-
sion at that time. They also ignore the fact
that four ovut of the seven Australian Govern-
ments were Labour and they all agreed on one
financial plan, I wish to pump it into hom.
members opposite that that was a world-wide
eondition.

I was interested too in the remarks of the
Minister on the question of contraet versus
day labour. The hon, member for Kurilpa
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referred to it; nsturally he and the Minis-
ter stand by their prineiples. The Minister,
however, said that he could not get contrac-
tors to go to Coen and Thursday Island, T
suppose he called tenders for those jobs
beeause no day labour wanted to go up that
way. Why did the Minister call tenders only
for the work at those two places? They were
the only ones he mentioned. He has a grudge
agamst contractors because they wonld not
go to those places. Let the Minister tell us
whether he has called tenders for work in
Sounthern Queensland. I am not at all
surprised that contractors would not go to
Coen or Thursday Island. I suggest to the
Minister that if he is so wedded to his day-
labour system he carry it out alongside the
contraet system and compare the cost of the
varipus works. I know that the hon. member
for Kurilpa spoke about shoddy work under
the contract system, but would that not be
the fault of the arehitects and the ingpectors?
If T take a Government contract there are
officers of the department to see that I earry
out the conditions, and if I do not, they will
remain to see that I do. Again I suggest
to the Minister that he eall tenders for work
in the South and make materials available
to the suceessful tenderer in the same way as
it is available tor day-labour work and then
compare the costs of the various jols, Let
him then say whether it is more economieul
to do the work under the day-laboor system
than by contract,

Mr. Roberts: Some contractors do a
part of their work by day labour,

Mr. HEADING: 1 am not arguing that
they do not.

All T suggest is that the Minister use both
systenis sngg compare the eosts. 1 do not
koow what it costs today to construet schools
nnder the day-labour system but some years
ago one was built near my place and 1
know I got a shock to learn the bigh cost of
it. It eould have been built by a contractor
for half the price.

T come now to the subject of the removal
of schools. Sometimes they are cloged uand
left for two or three years, in the hope that
the attendance will grow to justify reopening
them. Where n school has to be taken only
a short distauee, say a few miles, it would be
cheaper to take it as a whole by lorry rather
than toke it apart. There is one mear my
own home, and it is to be moved about saven
miles, 1 have suggested to the department
that it be taken away by lorry. There is a
contractor in Kingaroy who could do this
work. It would provide a suitable school for
children at onee. That would be better than
pulling it to pieces. I hope the Minister
will bear that in mind.

I approve of some of the actions of the
Minister. He has infused some wvigour
into his job, but I hope that bhefore he
loses the job in May next he will carry out
much more work than he has already done.

Mr. SMITH (Carpentaria) (9.56¢ pm.):
T commend the Minister for the valuable
work he has dome since he assumed cnnr:r_ul
of this department. There is this to be said
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for him, that he is emergetic and broad in
his outlook. He has done much good work
in every part of the State. His officers are
busily moving about in the North and fur
North-West, making reports on the work to
be done in the interests of the development
of the State.

1 was amused to rend the spesches of hon.
members opposite; in which they virtually said
that the department had taken no active steps
in the eonstrnetion of various publie buildings
throughout Queensland.

I have pervsed the report of the depart-
ment, whieh containg a number of splendid
illustrations of publie buildings. I am sorry
I did not hand over to the Minister a photo-
graph of the school that T attended in the
north-western part of the State in order that
he eould publish it side by side with photo-

raphe of the beautiful school buildings now
seing ereeted. The contrast would be strik-
ing, T conld also have supplied him with a
photograph of the home which I was
raarat% to publish alongside the beantiful
workers' dwellings and workers’ homes now
being erected. They would have provided a
similar contrast. The people in the remote
districts of the State built their homes with
serub timber, There were no suech things as
workers’ homes in those days., These photo-
graphs if published side by side, would have
revealed the great progress that has been
made in building, partienlarly in schools and
homes. The Minister and his Gavernment are
to be eommended for their progress in this
direction,

The hon. member for Wide Bay was con-
coerned because the Government had ealled
for tenders for a sehool and police quarters
at Coen and a pearl-culture centre and addi-
tions to the hospital at Thursday Island.
That work was estimated to cost £30,000.
Why should not a contractor be asked to go
to Coen and Thursday Island? Why should
contractors be allowed to centralise building
operations in Brisbane and the more populous
centres? Why should they be allowed to hang
round these centres and tender only for the
luerative jobs? If they refuse to tender for
publie buildings in Coen and Thureday Island
or the Gulf districts they should not be
allowed to tender for public buildings in this
part of the State. eondition should be
inserted in contracts prohibiting contractors
from submitting tenders for public works in
the more populous centres unless they would
tender for public buildings in our remote
districts.

The Government have for months endeav-
oured to get contractors to tender for the
erection of a hospital at Cloneurry, estimated
to cost about £160,000, as well as half a
million pounds worth of Government build-
ings in other places. People are compelled
to live in the North-West and Gulf districts
in order to pursue their various vocations
and supply the wealth for the cities. There-
fore, contractors should not be allowed to
tender omly for lucrative jobs in the maore
settled districts. Hon. members opposite
liave time and again evpressed concern about
centralisation, yet they were astounded at
what they termed the audacity of the
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Minister in asking contractors to tender for
public works in remote centres. Their out-
bursts on these matters are not sincere.

I know the work that is going on at all
times as a result of the progressive public
works system, 1 vegret that hon. members
opposite do not truvel more because then
they would see more of the progressive work
that is earried out hy the department. In
my eleetorate there are more one-teacher
schools attended by an average of 10 pupils
than in any other and these sehools are of
a standard in comparison with attendanece,
aqual to that of the schools in the metropoli-
tan areas,

I helieve that a real local-anthority poliey
has been needed for a long time. When we
go back a few years and see the system that
operated then, we realise the improvement
that has been made. The loecal authorities
had a policy of colleeting all the revenue
but spending very little of the money in the
area. It was not  until the Main Roads
Commission started to work and the loan
and subsidy system was established that
local aunthorities became progressive. 1 say
in all sincerity that mavoy local authorities
today are becoming too political.

Mr. H. B. Taylor: You are making them
political,

Mr, SMITH: Not at all. We find they
git down at their council meetings and they
turn them into politieal meetings. They
eriticise Government policy and say what
they should do and what they should not
do, If they are going to argue continually
about Government poliey I agree with the
hon. member for Warrego that the sooner
we wipe them out the better, so that we
eould put a progressive publie-works system
into operation to bring those areas to the
progressive stage in which they should be.
Take the Lord Mayor of Brishane. What
has he been doing during the whole of the
period of the debate on the budget in the
Brisbane City Couneil? He has continually
‘hrought polities into it and urged what the
Government should do and what amount of
money they should give to him for losses
ingurred during the strike and so on. If
that is his pelicy and if he wants to sit in
the City Hall and call on the Minister and
nthers, lel us take over the Brisbane City
Couneil and run it. In my own electorate
the progress of the area has been retarded
by squatters or graziers who get onto the
logal authority and will not agree to spend
any money in the shire because they might
have to pay more in rates. Those councils
are 50 backward that mno progress can be
made. They are contiupally asking the
Government to give higher gubsidy rates, up
to 95 aud 100 per cent. If numbers of them
are going to sit round and argue what the
Government should do and what the Govern
ment ean do it is time we eliminated those
local authorities and set up a progressive
public-works system in that part of the
State,

Mr, H, B, Taylor: That is the Socialist
State.
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Mr. SMITH: It is mot the Socialist
State. Hon, members opposite are erylig
ont about what the Government should do,
We could set up an authority sueh as they
have in New South Wales—a publie-works
gysteny For the benefit of the State. We find
the north-western arveas erying out for
amenities, Only yesterday the Brisbang
‘‘Telegraph'’ reported Mr. O’Brien, an
executive head of the Australinn Railways
Union, stating that after making o twour of
the North and North-West he found there
were uo amenities for the members of his
union. He said they shonld have swimming
pools and libraries. The Governmeni grant
subsidies to loeal auvthorities to eslablish
libraries. Why should the Government be
blamed when local authorities do mot take
advantage of the loan-subsidy scheme for
providing amenities? For instance, the
eonneil in eontrol of the town of Riehmond
has only recently taken advantage of the
reasonable loan-subsidy money made avail-
able by this Government. In 1932, when the
Forgan Smith Government came into power,
they decided to pay a £1 for £1 subsidy hut
that shive couneil did not take advanfage
of one penuy of this scheme until about
four years &go.

Mr. H. B. Taylor, What did they do?

Mr. SMITH: They sat down and did
nothing. Tt is only now that the main streets
in Richmond are being sealed with bitumen
and that conerete channelling is being pro-
vided. They ask for an elactric-light scheme
and a publie library but from 1932 to 1947
nothing was done. There are such examples
to be found all over the Btate. These shire
councillors merely git round a table and argune
as to what the Government should and shounld
not do. A scheme should be formulated to
eontrol these local anthorities in a more pro-
gressive way, for example, under a poliey of
a public works to be controlled by the
Minister handling that department at the
present time. Thes Department of Publie
Works is a very important part of the set-up
of this Government.

In conclusion, as I know the Minister
desires to make a few points and the time
for eloging this debate iz drawing near, I
would point out that we must see to it that
loeal anthorities make more progressive
advanees than what they have done in the
past. If they are not prepared to do so,
the Government must hring in ways and
means of foreing them to do it for the
benefit of the people.

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona—Secretary
for Public Works, Housing and Logal
Government) (9.8 pan.): I have much to say
but in the limited time allowed me to reply
T shall have to eliminate some of my remarks.

Mr. Mnuller: You have monopolised
neatly the whole of the tima,

Mr. POWER: I am here every day but
the hon. member is here only part of the
time. T give my full time and attention to
my duties as a4 member of Parliament
whereas the hom, member is engaged in
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another business, 1 will not allow members
of the Opposition to tell me how to conduct
the debate. I will not teke directions from
them,

T ean assure the hon. member for Bremer
that I will ask the department to have a
look ut the matter of the technical college
at Ipswich and sep what can De done to give
the building a faece-lift,

I agree with him also in regard to the
shortage of apprentices.

The water supply to Greater Ipswich is
under consideration at the present time and
when wmy departmental officers inform me
that a loan has been granted and plans have
been prepared there will be no delay by my
depurtment in having the plans completed.

Ag to the loeal-government system, that is
# matter on which the hon, member and I
agree to disagree, The TLoeal Government
Act provides the best way to have loeal
government—of having one election over the
whole area. However, it is a matter on which
some members have their own views. There
ig some merit in the argument of the hon.
member for Bremer, but the system of divi-
sions gefs back to the old parochial idea that
operated in the ward system.

The how. member for Wide Bay was very
complimentary but to a certain extent eritical
of the way I have dealt with some matters,
I appreciate econstructive eriticism at any
time—one can always learn from eriticism—
but when I am eriticised, I reserve the right
to reply.

The hon. member said the job requires a
man with wide experience in loeal govern-
ment. I agree with him, T have been a
member of the Brisbane City Couneil and
I have made a close study of loeal govern-
ment. I have also asked many members of
loeal-government bodies whether they have
ever read the Local Government Aect or had
a copy of it and a ldrge number have admit-
ted that they bave not. I compliment those
men who have ]un% vears of service in loeal-
government work, for they have done a good
job, but the old days of the horse and cart
and the man running round with the shovel
filling in holes have gone. We are living in
an age of machinery and we have to develop
along progressive lines, Some local anthorities
have the idea fhat if they spend a penny
ou any work it means that the rates go up.
Then they complain of laek of amenities,
but you eannot have amenities if youn are
not prepared to pay for them, and some of
the arguments advaneed by the hon. membet
for Wide Bay are the best T have ever heard
for the aholition or merging of loeal authori-
ties, Let me make it clear again that it is
not the intention of the Government to merge
local authorities unless there is first a request
from the loeal anthorities themselves for an
alteration 'of 'boundaries, He eomplained
about my suggestion that the eharges for
amenities should be spread over the whole
ares. Tt is the duty of a loeal anthority to
develop ite arex, but some members adopt
the parpchial view and retard progress. In
Gayndah some time ago the chairman of the
ghire said that if he wanted to do anylhing
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in the town representatives from the outgide
areas voted against it and he could not do
anything., If ward representatives take that
attitude there ean uever be development, and
such an atfitude is a sound reason for the
abolition of the ward system.

Then the hon. member referred to the
inereased costs of loeal government, but I
remind him that it is not confined to eountry
areas, Inereased costs operate in every part
of the State and it is in an endeavour to
meet those inereases that we have provided
subsidies for loeal authorities.

Then he spoke of my eriticism of the hon.
member for Aubigny in connection with the
reduetion in rates. I did say to the hon,
member for Aubigny that with the increased
valuations there had been a reduction in
rates, He describes the Tressurer as a
Shyloek and said that the Treasurer and
1 had sent a valuer ouf to increase valuations
s0 that we might colleet more land tax, T
pointed out to him that we would not get
an inereage in land tax, becsuse it was levied
on values pegged at 1942 values. He said
he had grave doubts about that but I remind
him that 1 do not get up in this Chamber
and say things that are untrue. The Act is
here for all to see, and the hon. member
knows that land values are pegged also for
probate and sueccession-duty purposes.

Let us look at what has happened as a
result of the action of the Valuer-Gemeral.
The hon. member for Aubigny said that you
should have a valuation for sales purposes and
a different valuation for land-tax purposes.
That is an absurd statement. He suggests
that you should have a valuation of £1,000
if a man wants to sell and a valuation of
only £500 for land-tax purposes. If we are
to l‘:ave two values to meet the wishes of the
land speculator or landholder, we might as
well destroy the Valuer-General’s Department
altogether,

Mr. Decker: You have two values in the
Department of Publie Lands.

Mr. McIntyre: One for resumptions for
goldier  settlement and one for rating
purposes.

Mr. POWER: T want to inform the hon.
member that valves are pegged af the 1942
valueg and remind him that he must not
forget that there has been a congiderable
increase.

Mr, MeclIntyre: It is not comparable.

Mr. POWER: The hon. member and his
friends nsked these men to go and fight for
their country but when they want to sell
their land to the men who fought for this
country they want to sell it at a greatly
enbanced price. It annoys me fo think that
4 man who went through all sorts of condi-
tions in the defence of this country and
wants a piece of land on his return—the
land he fought for—is charged an exorbitant
price for it by people who hold the land and
who were able to invest money in war loans.
They want the lighest price they can get—
which shows the great patriotism displayed
by hon. members opposite.
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Let me inform the hon. member also that
rates were reduced at Toowoomba, Gatton,
Tiaro, Millmerran, Chinchilla and other
areas as the result of valuations made by the
Valuer-General’s Department, We are told
sbout the need for providing amenities for
the people in the country, but when rates are
reduced shire councils eome to the Govern-
ment asking for money. What high finance
on the part of local authorities! Rates lLave
been inereased in the city area. I am not in
the habit of telling untruths and 1 have
given the names of Some loeal aathorities
in whose areas rates were reduced.

The hon. member for Wide Bay referred
to school residences, They are being built
in many places as quickly” as possible.

With regard to the cementing of the areas
under schools I want to say that we have
not the material to do it, and i another
department has the material it is not con-
trolled by the Department of Public Works,
I am not critical of contractors beeause the
have done a fair amount of excellent wor]t
for Queensland and for that T give them full
marks, There are a number of contractors
doing work for the department and for the
State Hoosing Commission. I said thal we
eould mot get contractors to go to certain
places, and we could not get contractors to
tender for the building of the hospital at
Cloneurry, the vost of which was somewhere
in the vicinity of £230,000. What is more,
we have not been able to get econtractors to
build homes in many parts of the State, and
if it were not for the fact that we have a
day-labour organisation many of our people
would be homeless,

On the question of the removal of schools
Mr., Chapman was asked to give a price to
pull the building down. As to the schoal
mentioned hy the hon. memher for Wide
Bay, the department is locking into the
question and if the school is not required at
its present location it will be moved to the
site suggested by the hon. member. The
Department of Public Works is a construet-
ing authority and we only do work

) when
requested to do it. I continually get lotters
from hon. members opposite  and from

school committees and  oth

should not come to me at aﬁ? %iil;leshtt:t?;
be addressed to the departments concerned
with a request to have the work undertaken,
If the matter is then referred to my depart:
ment it will reeeive early consideration,

I desire to have recorded in ¢ i
letters of appreciation of th:-,n <
Department 0f Local Government, Various
local authorities submit loan proposals that
have to be investigated and recommendsntions
made to the Treasurer coneerning them.

Two lettory of appreciation of the depart-
ment’s work in this respect have heen sent
fo the department by the Mareebn Shire
Council. The first is ‘dated 24 March, 1948,
and is as follows:—

“Dear Sir,
“‘Sand Trap at Mareeba Water
Intake.
YAt a recent meeting of this couneil
the counecil had before it a report from
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the pumping engineer, which incladed
reference to the sand and silt trap recently
installed at the Mareeba water intake,

‘“The enginger reported that the trap
has proved entirely suecessful, and in
addition to trapping sand and silt sufficient
to prevent damage to the centrifugal pump,
it has acted ss a seftling chamber to such
good effect that discolouration in the water
supply to householders during flood periods
was considerably reduced.

“The couneil has expressed pleasure at
the suecess of fhe installation, and
instrugted that 1 write your department
conveying the thanks and appreciation of
the eouncil for the plans supplied, and for
the personal interest shown in the. work
throughout by engineer Peak.

“lLoeal  counecillors  recenfly had an
opportunity of personally conveying their
appreeiation to Mr. Peak, but it is desired
to place on record the official gratitude of
the eouncil,

¥ours faithfully,
‘f(Bgd.) R. Arnold,
‘¢ Clerk. '?
The second letter dated 7 June, 1948, ig as
follows:—

‘“Dear Bir,

F4£3,500 Toan and Subsidy,

‘‘Improved Water Supply for Mareeha.

ftIn connection with this eouneil’s inten-
tion to proceed with plans, &e., for an
improved water supply seheme for Mareeha,
and for which the Treasury has agreed to
advance £3,500, T am direeted to ask if
your department ecan make staff available
to earry out surveys, &c., and to prepare
the necessary plans, specifieations, and
estimates of cost.

““The council has adopted the scheme
recommended by engineer Peak, and we do
not expeet that complete plans would be
required immediately.  The construction
work would be earried out over a period
of years, in sections, and plans wonld be
required from time to time for the various
sections,

P 0ur most nrgent work in the seheme
would be the replacement of the existing
steel reservoir with a larger conerete
reservoir, as suggested by engineer Peak,
and plans, &e., for this work would be
required at the first opportunity,?’

That is the point I want to make—

“‘The council has every confidenee in
your department’s engineers and staff, and
would be glad to have your acceptance of
this work.

““Yours faithfully,
“(8gd.) R, Arnold,
”Glc‘:l'k."
Those letters indicate that the loeal authori-
ties appreciate the work done for them by the
Department of Loeal Government from time
to time.

The hon. member for Carpentaria, who has
travelled extensively and has been over his
vast eleetorate on numerous oeeasions, makes
it a practice on visiting various points to
inguire into the needs of those places and to
report zt onee to the deparfment coneerning
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them. He has travelled in the far North-
West and the far North and he knows that
it is the policy of the Govermment to give
the people there every consideration, His
suggestions almost invariably have our
immediate attention. He made certain com-
ments coneerning the abolition of Tloeal
authorities but, of course, they are only his
own personal opinions, and every hon. mem-
ber is entitled to express his opinion on any
subject,

We have received applications for finaneial
assistance from loeal authorities because they
have reduced their rates. During the reeent
ponl strike applications were received from
local authorities for finaneial aid because of
the increased price of conl, whicl was obtained
from unusual sources, An applieation  for
finaneial help was also received from a gas
company.

At the end of the year we shall be losing
the services of a very valuable officer in the
Chief Gas Examiner and Government Gas
Engineer, Mr. Frank Sumner, who has aeted
in that capaeity for 25 years. His work
comes under my control. I have found Mr.
Sumuer to be an execllent and efficient officer.
Applications for the vacancy were received
from a mumher of persons, several from out-
side of Queensland. Mr. Henderson has been
selected to fill the vacaney, He is highly
recommended and has had quite a lot to do
with gasworks, Ile was selected only after
the proeess of eliminalion had been applied
to the applieations.

We thanl My. Sumper for the excellenf
work he has performed during his many
vears’ service. The job of fizxing the price
of gas is not by any means an easy one.
Immediately the price is fixed in one distriet
applications for review are reeeived from gas
companies in other distriets, A very close
serutiny and analysis of the applieations must
be made, Mr, Bumner recently dealt with
a number of these applications, The informa-
tion supplied by the companies is earefully
analysed by an  auditor of the Auditor-
General’s Department whose serviees are made
available to the Gas Examiner, Only recently
a number of inereases was made in the price
of gas in many districts in Queensland and
other applieations have been received.

The whole guestion of the price of gas is
ong that must be seriously consideved par-
ticularly as only certain classes of coal are
suitable for gas-making purposes. During the
recent coal strike coal could not be brought
from Mgaitland for one of our northern gas-
works., Styx coal, which is suitable for making
gas, was supplied in its stead. From fime to
time the companies say that as a result of
the Lransport of gas coal from West Maitland
inereased costs are ocvasioned. Tt is diffieult,
after you have made one inerease, after
having determined the price in Townsville and
gone on to Cairns and Bundaberg and had the
whole set-up nicely organised, to recaive n
request for a further inerease in priee at one
of those places.

I find there is a considerable leakage of
gas from mains. T rvecently lemrned that in
other parts of the world gas was transported
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up to 11 miles, whereas in Queensland the
distance is very short, the greatest I think
about 4 miles. The gas companies will have
to logk to their laurels and see whether there
is & leakage of gas and whether there is an
way of overecoming it. They have had
culties in some phases of their business but
I have had namerous complaints from con-
sumers about pressure and alleged overcharg-
ing after the recent strike, These matters
were referred to Mr. Sumner, who adjusted
a number of them by explaining the position
to the varions consumers, 1 regret that he
is leaving us and I wish him long years of
active life and T hope that his future years
will be very, very happy.

Voreg Passep UnpeEr STANDING OroeEr 307
AND SESSIONAL ORDERS,

At 9.30 pam., under Standing Order No.
A07 and Sessional Orders, the questions for
the following votes were put by the Chair-
man gnd agreed to:—

£ i d
De&n&ment of Public Works—
f Office  _. g I 63866 0 0O
Balanee of Vote .. 8 608433 0 0
De t of Health and Home
Déparisnant. of Labour dad Todustes . 5555380 0 0
t ur an usiry. . f
Department of Justice .. .. .. 606312 0 0
Department of The Treasurer .. 1.580,160 0 0
t of Public Lands and
tion ~ +n Ll e 788,418 0 O
De il of.iglﬁ:u]tm and Stock. . 468,032 0 0
Departmen Instruction .. B3.008,086 0 O
Doparbment of the Auditor-General, . 64062 0 0O
Trust and Bpecial Funds Estimates, . 23,230,603 0 0
Toan Fund Account Estimates .. 11,058,000 0 0
Bu Jxlemmnhr Estimates, 1048-1949 5
(p nsolidated Revenue) , L9878 2 1
umenmry s&andﬁpecial Tunds
1043-1940 701,232 18 H
Snglmnantary Lmn Fand Acuounr,
timates, 1048-1049 ‘ 131,058 16 6
Vote on Account, 1930-1951 . . 11 400,000 0o

Resolutions reported, and crdared to be
received to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 9.37 p.m.





