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1562 Liquid Fuel Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

TUESDAY, 15 NOVEMBER. 1949. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Brassington, 
Fortitude V alley) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

LIQUID FUEL BILL. 

Assent reported by Mr. Speaker. 

QUESTIONS. 

CEMENT STORED AT ''EVENTIDE.'' 

Mr. H. B. TAYLOR (Hamilton), for Mr. 
DECKER (Sandgate), asked the Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs-

'' Is it possible on account of the general 
shortage of cement to make portion of the 
shipment stored at 'Eventide,' Sandgate, 
available for general public useP' 

Hon. II. H. COLLINS (Cook-Secretary 
for Agriculture and Stock), for Hon. A. 
JONES (Charters Towers), replied-

'' The cement is required for hospital 
and institutional works.'' 

TRANSFER OF GOLDEN CASKET AGENCIES. 

Mr. KERR (Oxley) asked the Attorney­
General-

'' In view of the frequent advertisements 
in the daily Press where advertisers offer 
their businesses for sale with a Golden Cas­
ket agency, have restrictions in this Tegard 
been lifted or has there been varia­

way under certain 
department will allow trans­

an agency upon sale~ If so, will 
he set out briefly the position~'' 

Hon. G. H. DEVRIES (Gregory) 
replied-

'' There has been no variation in the 
procedure adopted by the Casket manage­
mr:nt over twelve years ago. Under the Act 
agencies may not be assigned. On appoint­
ment an agent is required to acknowledge 
the following terms:-

'There is no goodwill in such appoint­
ment, such goodwill belonging to the 
Golden Casket Art Union. The granting 
of an agency does not give you the right 
to transfer same to your successor, or 
any person or persous succeeding you in 
business. If an agent disposes of his 
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business the agency is automatically 
cancelled, and if it is found necessary 
to appoint a successor, the claims of 
other applicants in the vicinity will be 
considered at the same time as the pur­
chaser of the business of the agent who 
has sold out.' 
'''\Vheu a holder of an agency notifies the 

Casket Office that he has disposed of his 
business the agency is automatically can­
celled and the purchaser of the business 
may ~ake application to have the agency 
granted to him. The application is con­
sidered on its merits. The Brisbane news­
papers have been advised by the Casket 
Office that Casket agencies cannot be sold.'' 

LoCAL AuTHORITY BY-ELECTION: KuRILPA. 

Mr. I:NGRAM (Keppel), without notice, 
ttsked the Secretary for Public Works, Hous­
ing and Local Government-

'' Can he give the House the result of the 
Kurilpa by-election~'' 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona) replied-
"Yes. Having opened the campaign on 

behalf of Labour's candidate, Mr. Colin 
Bennett, I naturally was keen to know the 
result of the by-election, which was conveyed 
to me at Roma on Saturday night. 

' 'I was exceedingly pleased to hear of 
the magnificent vote for Labour and its 
crushing defeat, as it was described by the 
'Courier-Mail,' of the C.M.O. candidate. 

''The majority for the Labour candidate 
is at present 1,201 compared with the 
majority foro Alderman Moores of 345 in 
May last, and it is anticipated by Labour's 
organisers that when the final figures are 
released at 1 p.m. today the majority will 
be further increased. ' ' 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table:-

Regulations under the State Development 
and Public Works Organisation Acts, 
1938 to 1940 (3 November). 

Orders in Council under-
The Landlord and Tenant Acts, 1948 to 

1949 (10 November). 
The Aliens Act, 1867 to 1948 (10 

November). 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT. 

PREVIEW OF FILM, ''SONS OF MATTHEW.'' 

Hon. V. C. GAIR (South Brisbane­
Acting Premier), by leave: I desire to inform 
the House that Greater Union Theatres Pty. 
Ltd. and Universal International Pictures 
have generously offered to afford members of 
this Parliament an opportunity of witnessing 
a special screening of the Australian film 
''Sons of Matthew.'' By courtesy of Mr. 
Speaker, arrangements have been made for 
this special screening to be held in the Legis­
lative Council Chamber at 7 o'clock on Wed­
nesday, 16 November. 

Hon. members are no doubt aware that 
"Sons of Matthew" was substantially pro­
duced in Queensland and consequently this 

interest to this State. It 
to hon. members, I am 
the producer of the film, 

Mr. Charles Chauvel, is . a Queenslander. 
With a view to encouraging the production of 
:films in and recognising that the 

has been made in some of the 
scenic spots in Queensland, would help 

greatly in advertising Queensland in other 
parts of Australia and the world the Gov­
ernment gave both financial and 'other help 
in the production of this film. I trust hon. 
members will avail themselves of this oppor­
tunity of witnessing the special screening, 
and I would add that it is understood that 
this is the first time a special screening of a 
film has been arranged in any State Parlia­
ment House in Australia. Therefore, the 
occasion can be regarded as unique. 

Mr. Hiley: Do you know the length of 
the programme~ 

Mr. GAIR: I could not say exactly, 
but I can find out and let the hon. member 
know. 

Owing to the limited accommodation, invi­
tation is limited, of course, to members of 
Parliament and as many of the staff who can 
be accommodated. 

SEWERAGE, WATER SUPPLY AND 
GASFITTING BILL. ' 

INITIATION. . 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public Works, Rousing and Local 
Government) : I move-

. ' ~That the :f!ouse .will, at its present 
srttmg, resolve Itself mto a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirableness 
of introducing a Bill to provide standard 
by-laws for local authorities in relation to 
sewerage and water supply and to make 
provision for the preparation of standard 
by-laws in relation to gasfitting · to provide 
for the constitution of a bo~rd for the 
examination and licensing of plumbers and 
drainers and, upon the preparation of 
standard by-laws in relation to gasfitting, 
of gasfitters; and for these objects to 
amend the Local Government Acts, 1936 to 
1949, and the Health Acts, 1937 to 1948, 
each in certain particulars.' ' 
Motion agreed to. 

COAL MINING ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

(The Chairman of "Committees, Mr. Mann, 
Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Hon. W. M. MOO RE (Merthyr-Secretary 
for Mines and Immigration) (11.18 a.m.): 
I move-

'' That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amend the Coal Mining Acts, 
1925 to 1948, in certain particulars.'' 
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This is a very simple measure containing 
amendments to the Acts in two particulars 
only. The first amendment is to increase the 
number of check inspectors from two to three, 
to enable them to exercise their powers 
individually, and the second is to extend the 
date for the installation of electric safety 
lamps from 9 December, 1948, to 31 March, 
1950. No new principle is involved. 

Mr. Brand: Is it because you cannot get 
safety lamps W 

Mr. MOO RE: That is the second amend­
ment. The increase in check inspectors from 
two to three is required as it has been found 
impossible for two check inspectors to cover 
efficiently all the mines in Queensland. 

The Mines Regulation Acts, governing 
metalliferous mining, have for many years 
contained provision for the appointment of 
check inspectors. The Government have met 
the remuneration and travelling expenses of 
three persons elected by the union. In 1938, 
section 70 of the Coal Mining Acts Amend­
ment Act extended the principle to coal­
mining but only two check inpectors were 
provided for, to be elected by ballot of the 
union, and it was set out that persons 
elected must be qualified as deputies or 
higher. This section empowers the miners 
employed at a mine to appoint two persons 
chosen from their number to inspect jointly 
that mine and all workings and appliances 
there. 

Recently a legal contention was raised that 
check inspectors under Section 7 OA had 
jurisdiction only when inspecting and acting 
together, which is the case of miners' 
inspectors appointed under Section 70. The 
amendment clarifies the position and enables 
check inspectors to exercise their powers 
individually. The Government pay rail fares, 
salary and travelling expenses of two check 
inspectors. 'fhe third check inspector holds 
the of State of the union 
and paid the for that office. 'l'he 

"Government pay daily wages lost by the 
individual minors at various mines whilst 
accompanying a miners' check inspector. 

I come now to the subject of electric 
Till December, 1947, the use of 

lamps underground in coal­
compulsory. Only 

were naked 
and electric safety lights 

In December 1947 the Coal 
and rules thereunder were 

revised ancl modernised and the 
with was amended to 

provide after 9 J 948, only electric 
3afety lamps should be used underground. 
However, the Minister was empowered 
at his discretion to grant extensions 
up to 9th December, 1949. The Bill 
now the Minister to grant 
an to 31 1950, the 

at the time of proposed 
American electric lamps 
charging and maintenance 

equipment could be obtained. English lamps 
were viTtually unknown and there was only 
one type that could be considered satis­
factory. The dollar situation complicated 

matters, and so American lamps hecame 
unavailable. It was necessary to look round 
for English lamps. We got in touch with local 
agents and arrangements were made for 
samples to be obtained. Then demonstrations 
had to be made and contracts entered into 
with firms in the Old Country. Then arrange­
ments were made with Australian firms to 
help in supplying necessary equipment. The 
lamps have been tested and the orders for 
them lodged but it has not been possible to 
get sufficient to implement the Act by the 
given date. The amendment will permit the 
Minister to use his discretion by e-xtending 
the period up to and including 31 March, 
1950. We are assured by the contractors 
that a sufficient supply will be available by 
that date. 

Mr. Brand: What if there is not a 
sufficient supply of lamps then~ 

Mr. MOO RE: I am assured that a 
sufficient quantity will be available by that 
date. On the second reading I will give hon. 
members the information I have regarding 
them. · 

lUr. PLUNKETT (Albert) (11.26 a.m.): 
When this legislation was being considered 
in 194 7 the Opposition drew attention to the 
difficulty of getting these electric safety 
lamps by the given date. The doubts they 
expressed then were obviously very sound 
because this Bill seeks to extend the date 
for their installation. 

I cannot for the life of me understand 
why the Minister cannot go a little further 
than he proposes. The Bl,ll proposes to 
extend the time only from 9 December to 
31 March next, notwithstanding that the 
original legislation was passed in 1947 and 
it has not yet been implemented because of 
the of equipment. I that 
the elate be postponed from :>J:arch 
to 30 June. When we to adopt 
compulsion in the provision devices 
we must make the legislation a more 
elastic. The wisdom of that couYse has 
already been proved but this Bill makes it 
mandatory that the lamps must be provided 

31 March next. What is to 
the shortage still exists on 

Government will not have 
thr date. Safety lamps 
in all underground workings to mal'e the 
conditions for the men as good and safe as 

That is fair. I should like to 
from the what will happen if 

lamps are not available on 31 

to clothe check inspectors 
power is a wise one. 

a check inspector has 
it is not necessary for him 

of another officer in 
merely leads to the 

I see no gTeat reason this Bill should 
not be approved but the should give 
heed to my suggestion to extend the time 
for the provision of safety lamps to 30 June, 
1950, in order to provide for eventualities. 
The Opposition have no other objection to 
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the Bill. It is necessary, as we said on a 
previous occasion, and the Bill will be help· 
ful to the men whose work takes them under· 
ground. 

lUr. BRAND (Isis) (11.30 a.m.) : I am 
very disappointed with the Bill as outli~ed 
by the Minister. One would think, in v1ew 
of the very acute coal problem, that the 
Government would bring down a Bill that 
would have some substance in it and give 
the people some lead. Instead of that we 
have a repetition of some of the mistakes the 
,Government made two years ago. Parliament 
is now engaged in discussing an amendment 
to legislation because the Government refused 
to accept amendments from the Opposition 
when the original legislation was being con­
sidered. We have a State that abounds in 
coal resources; our coal potential is one of 
the largest in the world; yet we are con­
tinually faced with the shortage of coal, 
and the Government will not bring down legis­
lation that will create confidence in the people 
who are developing industry by assuring them 
of all the coal they require. We have this 
twopenny-half-penny Bill, to which the hon. 
member for Albert says there can be no objec­
tion, because we have already agreed to the 
principle some time ago. 

Mr. lUoore: You are differing from him. 

Mr. BRAND: I want the hon. gentleman 
to bring down something worth while­
something that will assure the industry of 
development and assure the people engaged 
in industry that they will have a plentiful 
supply of coal. Labou Governments will 
not meet the position. It is a great pity 
that tlaey will not adopt suggestions that may 
be offered to them, and thus obviate the 
necessity of bringing down amendments to 
legislation some time afterwards. 

The Bill seeks to extend the time for instal· 
ling safety lamps. What will happen if they 
are still not procurable at the expiration of 
the time laid down in the Bill~ It is all 
very well for the Minister to say that on the 
second reading he will give the House full 
information as to the availability of these 
electric lamps. He could go so far as to 
amend the Act in such a way that it could 
be proclaimed by Order in Council, so as to 
assure the industry that it will have ample 
time in which to procure the lamps. I sym­
pathise with the people who are endeavouring 
to produce coal in this country, and the diffi-
culties encounter time and time again 
through actions of the Labour Govern-
ment in not making it easier for them to 
produce the coal we require. 

Mr. F ARRELL (Maryborough) (11.34 
a.m.) : There was a time when the hon. 
member for Isis had a very good knowledge 
of the mining industry, but since he changed 
his electorate he has lost touch with it, other­
wise he would know of some of the improve­
ments that have been made in it. 

In my district we have seen the progres­
sive stages of improvement to lighting in 
coal-mines. We have progressed from the 
days of the tallow-oil and wick lamps to 

the carbide-gas lamps and later to the electric 
head lamp. The Miners' Federation agreed 
that the electric-light lamp is the best type to 
oe used by coal-miners working on the face. 
It enables them to protect themselves from 
the dangerous nature of their work. Some hon. 
members may not know, but a miner at t~e 
face works on a board about 6 yards m 
width. There is a roadway 5 feet wide and 
the balance of the coal face is called the gob, 
into which the brushing and stone from the 
seam is deposited for road protection. 

Since the Act was brought into operation 
mine-owners have encountered considerable 
difficulty in getting the prescribed lamps to 
be used by the miners and the intention of 
this amending Bill is to extend the pre­
scribed time for doing to the date men­
tioned by the Minister. 

Mr. Brand: We agree with that. 

Mr. F ARRELL: I think everybody 
agrees with that. Under .the term~ of the 
Act the necessity to provide elect!IC lamps 
for the miners means that there w1ll not be 
the danger that there was formerly met with 
in running the roads. No matter how good 
a road may be-there is always the danger 
that a bad wagon will throw the rake off the 
road and the rope runner, unless h~ is sup· 
plied with a good head lamp, :finds himself m 
great difficulties, so that a smash may occur. 
Vast improvements hav~ been bro.ught .about 
in this respect in coalmmes, espeCially m the 
short period in which the Coal Board h::s 
been operating, yet the hon. member for IsiS 
says there has been no improvement in rela· 
tion to the production of coal. 

Mr. Brand: I never said anything of the 
sort. 

Mr. F ARRELL: Of course the hon. mem­
ber did. The hon. member said that. he 
expected that the Bill would have c~ntamed 
provisions that would bring about a~ mcrease 
in the production of coal. Here I m1ght men· 
tion that the production of coal in the Mary· 
borough district is the highest per man that 
it has ever been. This is the result very 
laroelv of the improvements now being 
installed. I object to the Opposition's 
always trying to put the blame on the miner 
for the production of coal and for the 
troubles that occur in the mining industry, 
instead of putting the blame onto the owners, 
where it mostly belongs. Iu the :first place 
a Bill was passed in this House some time 
ago having for one of its objects the instal­
lation of points, or iron turntables where th::t 
was not possible but trouble has been experi­
enced in getting the mine-owners to install 
them. That is an improvement that is 
gradually building up production of coa:. Ir; 
the second place for how long has the Mmers 
Federation asked for the installation of power 
borers in coal-mines~ Some of the mines in 
my district have had power borers installed 
in them and the result is the men are produc­
ing more coal because they can devote more of 
their time to working on the coal face. Power 
borers should be employed universally espec· 
ially to drill holes on coal faces or in the 
brushing, instead of relying on the hand borer, 
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as in the old days. 
improvements that 
effected. 

These are some of the 
are gradually being 

The purpose of the other amendment is to 
provide for another check inspector on coal­
fields. The Miners' Federation has thought 
for a long time that more inspectors are 
necessary to ensure that the safety and work­
ing conditions of the Act are carried out. 

The small amendments introduced today 
will meet with the approval of not only the 
general public but also all the men engaged 
in that most onerous of occupations, the 
winning of coal. They will tend to create 
greater confidence amongst the workers in the 
irrdustry. 

Mr. KERR (Oxley) (11.41 a.m.) : These 
are both very worthy amendments. We all 
appreciate the fact that the safety of the 
miner in any working should be our pre­
dominant consideration and every facility 
that can be utilised or improvised to ensme 
that safety to the miner will always receive 
the ardent support of this side of the Com­
mittee. 

Many types of lamps have been tried and 
I can understand that the dollar position has 
had something to do with the difficulty of 
importing American lamps. I am glad to 
hear the Minister say that arrangements have 
been made, which he will disclose on the 
second reading, for an ample supply of lamps 
to be imported from England, and I shall 
await that explanation, because there might 
still be difficulty in getting sufficient lamps 
by 31 March. It is essential that every 
facility be given to check inspectors to see 
that the law is carried out in its entirety. 
We approve of the extension of the time with­
in which the lamps must be installed, and 
under the circumstances the Minister is justi­
fied in asking us to consent to the proposed 
amendments. -

JUr. BRAND (Isis) (11.43 a.m.) :I cannot 
allow the hon. member for Maryborough to 
misrepresent what I said. No-one on this side 
is endeavouring to blame the miners for the 
fact that electric lights are not procurable. 
We are blaming the Government for that. 
The Coal Mining Act of 1947 provided that 
these lights shall be installed within six 
months of the passing of the Act. It also 
allowed extensions to be granted for periods 
up to a maximum of two years, ending 9 
December of this year. The Opposition 
pointed out at that time that it was the 
Government's responsibility to see that lights 
were available for installation by the owners. 
They have fallen down on their job in that 
respect and we do not want them to do it 
again. 

Mr. Moore: Are you charging the Gov­
ernment with failing to go to England and 
acquiring these lights~ 

Thir. BRAND: I have told the Minister 
what I am charging him with, that is, not 
taking an interest in the matter and seeing 
that the lights were obtained. It is the 
Government's job to get them into the 
country. In his policy speech last night the 
Prime Minister featured coal and said that 

he wants to help the Queensland Government 
to get coal. Evidently he believes that that 
Government have fallen down on their job. 
I have suggested this morning, quite seri­
ously, that it may take a little longer ta 
get these lamps than the Minister expects. 
and the hon. gentleman now has it within his 
power to extend the period. 

JUr. Moore: The extension of the period. 
would not bring a lamp to Australia any 
sooner. 

Mr. BRAND: And if lamps are unpro­
curable at 31 March next what will happen f 
Parliament will not be sitting at the time 
and the Minister will not have the power to 
extend the time. It is suggested that he take 
the power of extension now. If he can get 
the lamps by the end of December next there 
will be no need to extend the period any 
further. We want to make 'sure that the 
lamps are got and it is the Government's job 
to see that they are. 

lUr. DONALD (Bremer) (11.47 a.m.): It 
was rather amusing to hear the conflict of 
opinion between the hon. member for Albert 
and the hon. member for Isis. The :first­
named member advocates the extension of 
time to the end of June to give the offend­
ing owners a chance to meet the requirements 
of the Act. The hon. member for Isis, on 
the other hand, blames the Government for 
neglect in not having the lamps--

lUr. Brand: Not seeing that they were 
here. 

lUr. DONALD: Well, for not seeing that 
the lamps are in the State so that owners 
can get them. If anybody is to blame for 
the fact that the lamps are not here, the 
burden should not be placed on the shoul­
ders of the Government but on the shoulders of 
the coTiie.ry proprietors. 

Mr. Brand: No. 

Mr. DONALD: I say yes. If the hon. 
member took the trouble to inquire of the 
wholesale merchants he would :find out that 
what I am saying is correct. He cannot blame 
the Government and I do not think any blame 
can be laid at the door of the wholesale mer­
chants. There have been requests from certain 
colliery proprietors to wholesalers or the 
people supplying these lamps to give them 
letters saying that they ha cl placed their 
orders many months ago and that they have 
not been able to supply them. 

A number of c1ifferent types of electric 
safety lamps are available to people who want 
them. Perhaps the Edison is the most popu­
lar, followed closely by the Ceag and then 
the Nise and the Oldham Wheat. The 
last-named has a lead acid battery whereas the 
others have alkaline batteries. The lead acid­
battery type is popular in the United King­
dom whereas the alkaline types are more 
popular in Australia and America. I do 
not think the hon. member for Isis is correct 
in laying any blame at the door of the Gov­
ernment because the department has done all 
that was possible to see that the lamps were 
brought here. There are circumstances over 
which we have no control that can often give 
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rise to the reports concerning the slowness of 
the lamps in coming to hand. It was pleas­
ing to have the Minister's assurance that the 
lights will be in sufficient number to go into 
mines by the end of March next. 

.An additional check inspector is to be 
appointed. It is just as well that hon. mem­
bers should know what a check inspector is. 
Re is not a Government official. The Govern­
ment have their own mine inspectors. The 
check inspector is a person chosen by the 
miners themselves by secret ballot of all the 
members conducted in a proper way. Their 
duty is to make an inspection of the pits in 
company with the local mines inspectors. The 
payment of check inspectors by the Govern­
ment has been enjoyed by the metalliferous 
mining industry for many years in accordance 
with the Mining .Act. Up to 1938 in the coal­
mining industry the miners carried the whole 
of the burden of costs themselves. Previously 
it was thought that it would be better not 
to lean on the Government in this respect but 
i~ 1938 the majority of the members of the 
union thought otherwise. There has been 
no interference at all by the Government or 
the officials of the Department of Mines in 
the work of the check inspectors. 

The appointment of an additional check 
inspector will mean that additional checks 
will be made and there will be greater 
opportunity for checking the inspections made 
by Government inspectors. It will be useful 
in that way. Check .inspectors have been 
responsible for obviating a number of acci­
dents and helping the Government inspectors 
in making working conditions safer at the 
face. 

Both the amendments will help to increase 
productivity and will make for safer working 
conditions. We all want to see greater pro­
duetion and I tallie it that is what the hon. 
member for Isis also wants. If we can get 
the things we are asking for we can increase 
production still further. The use of power­
borers has not been general up to date but 
there has been a big increase in production in 
the collieries where they have been introduced. 
If we could get power borers in addition to 
some form of mechanical wheeling there 
would be a further increase in output from the 
men employed underground. 

These are not what might be called very 
big mechanical improvements but they relieve 
the miner of the most laborious part of his 
work and naturally lead to increased produc­
tion. Both amendments are desirable in that 
their objective is increased safety for men 
working underground. 

Mr. HEADING (Wide Bay) (11.53 a.m.) : 
The hon. member for .Albert gave his blessing 
to the Bill; indeed, every him. member on 
this side of the Chamber approves of it. 
The hon. member for .Albert raised no objec­
tion to it. Both the hon. member for Mary­
borough and the hon. member for Bremer 
appear to think that there was a difference of 
opinion between the hon. member for .Albert 
and the hon. member for Isis. I did not 
discern any difference of opinion. I did not 
hear the hon. member for Isis say any­
thing against the Bill. The complaint of the 

hon. member for Isis was that there was 
no provision in the Bill to enable the coal­
mining industry to provide all the coal that 
was required by other industries. If any 
hon. member can say that he is satisfied with 
the output of the coal-mining industry in 
Queensland to-day, all I can say is that he 
is very easily satisfied. 

Mr. Donald: More coal is now being 
produced than previously. 

Mr. HEADING: I was astounded, when 
we were considering legislation affecting the 
coal industry last year, to hear of certain 
methods of operation used in it. I am a new 
member of Parliament but I know that the 
Government have been in control of the 
Treasury benches for 30 years, and it is 
astounding to me that these improvements 
are required in our coal-mining industry. I 
hope that the Government will adopt a 
vigorous policy to see that the people get 
all the coal required. It is very easy to sit 
clown and be satisfied with what the Govern­
ment are doing. I am not satisfied, and 
neither are the people of Queensland. 

I want to compliment the Minister on 
introducing these two small amendments, but 
I would counsel him, if anything further 
is required to expedite coal production, that 
he take steps to introduce it, otherwise next 
sessiol.l, when we have a new Government, 
steps will be taken to place the industry on 
a sound footing. 

Hon. W. 1\f. MOORE (Merthyr-Secretary 
for Mines and Immigration) (11.56 a.m.): 
The hon. member for .Albert gave the Bill 
his blessing, but the hon. member for Isis 
attempted to make political capital out of it. 
The hon. member for Wide Bay attempted to 
absolve him. Both the hon. members for 
Maryborough ancl Bremer macle practical con­
tributions to the debate, for which I thank 
them. 

I woulcl point out to the hon. member for 
Isis that this Bill has for its object the safety 
and health of workers in coal-mines. He 
evidently forgets that it was this Govern­
ment who brought down the Coal Mining 
.Act and its amendments, which have done a 
great deal to increase coal production. The 
Government have not only inspired coal­
miners to produce more coal but have 
expended a large sum of money in obtaining 
the help of Powell Duffryn Technical Services 
Limited to report on the coal industry in this 
State. They have clone a tremendous job 
already to bring the industry to a stage at 
which production will be accelerated very 
shortly. 

I am informeil by the agents for the electric 
safety lamps that a consignment of them is 
now on the water, and the date fixed in this 
Bill will afford the owners ample time to 
install these lamps. 

Motion (Mr. Moore) agreed to. 
Resolution reported. 

FIRST READING. 

Bill presented and, on motion of Mr. Moore, 
read a :first time. 
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SUPPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE-ESTIMATES­
FIFTEENTH AND SIXTEENTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 

(The Chairman of Committees Mr. Mann 
Brisbane, in the chair.) ' 

ESTIMATES-IN-CHIEF, 1949-50. 
DEPA.RTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Debate resumed from 10 November (see 
p. 1534) on Mr. Power's motion-

"That £63,865 be granted for 'Depart­
ment of Public Works-Chief Office'.'' 

Mr. JESSON (Kennedy) (12.1 p.m.): 
Last week on this question I spoke of the 
suggestion I had made to the Government 
for the designing of schools, and as there 
"":e~e o~ly about three members of the Oppo­
sition m the Chamber on that occasion and 
there appear to be a few more here this 
mornin~-, I will elaborate on my suggestion 
for their benefit. I suggested a decentralisa­
tion plan to provide for three zones of the 
State, the tropical area, the Central Division 
and the Southern Division. I believe too 
many plans are drawn for schools. The 
school at Townsville could be of the same 
design as the school at Ingham or Cairns 
or any other place in the tropical North 
and it would be suitable for RockhamptoX: 
also. The same procedure could be adopted 
in regard to hospitals, ambulance centres 
and other public buildings. The nniformitf 
of construction that would result would not 
be pleasing if the buildings were close to­
gether, but when the buildings are in different 
towns that uniformity would not be apparent. 

The new High School for Ingham is going 
to cost in. the vicinity of £41,000 and it is 
very pleasmg to the people up there to know 
that work on it has already begun. 

I suggest to the Minister that it might be 
possible for the Government to have plans 
prepared for a new police station, sergeant's 
residence and c.ou;thouse at. Ingham, because 
the present buildmgs are m a very dilapi­
dated condition. Plans were to be drawn 
in 1938 for these buildings but the war 
intervened. Sixteen to 18 policemen work 
under a senior-sergeant at Ingham where the 
percentage of crime is the low~st in the 
Commonwealth. They work under adverse 
conditions because the building is not more 
than 24 ft. by 24 ft., consisting of the ser­
geant's room, the main room the front office 
and the small office at the back. That 
police station was a legacy from the Rt. 
Hon. A. W. Fac1den, more widely known as 
''Little Arty''. He was member for Ken­
nedy from 1932 to 1935, when the only work 
done in the Kennedy electorate was the 
erec~ion of this little 24 ft. x 24 ft. police 
station. Unfortunately the war occurred 
shortly afterwards, and since then because 
all available material had to be 'used for 
such urgent jobs as hospitals and schools 
the police station and other public building~ 
at Ingham have gone to rack and ruin. I 
know that plans are now being prepared, ml\l 

I suggest that in the interests of economy 
when the hospital building is completed the 
Government transfer the plant and labour 
there to work on these other public buildings. 

I congratulate this department on what 
has been done in the Ingham district during 
t!1e past. ~v;ro or three years. There is very 
httle criticism th_at can be levelled again-st 
the department m respect of the country 
schools in. that district, despite the shortages 
of matenal and labour. All requests bv 
school committees and requests made by m·e 
after my own observation-and I travel about 
the district frequently-for such things as 
painting, repairs, and extra verant1a.s have 
been met by the department. The work done 
by the department has made the surroundings 
more pleasant for both school children and 
school teachers generally. I know that the 
pe?ple are grateful to the department for 
domg these small jobs. 

Another matter I would bring before the 
department is the principal school at Ingham. 
I cannot very well discuss this subject with­
out bringing into the debate the Der.urtment 
of Public Instruction also. Despite the 
remar~s of various hon. members opposite 
that IJ?- North Queensland population is 
dccTeasmg and that everybody is leaving 
the North to come to the cities-wh:ch is 
so much hooey-the accommodation at th0 
State school at Ingham is quite inadequate 
for the number of children in attend:wce. 
Already the Government have been forced to 
erect buildings on the playground, which was 
already too small, with the result that now 
there is not sufficient area to enable a race 
of 50 yards to be run. But of course that 
was the policy of the old Tories, as the late 
Mr. John Mullan used to call them. The 
policy of the present Labour Government is 
to provid~ adequate land for playgrounds 
and sportmg areas. 

Only last Christmas when I vibited the 
Ingham school for the sports, I oLscrved that 
there was scarcely sufficient area to enable 
a 50-rards race to be run. In fact, it can 
be sard that there is very little room for the 
children to play at all. There is a !'reek 
at one end of the school ground. I hope 
that when the department have the erection 
of tl;e hig? school off t?eir hands it will give 
cons1derat10n to removmg the InghaL."! State 
school to a site adjacent to the high sehool. 
If the accommodation in the high school is 
too great for the number of students nttend­
ing, consideration should be ginn to allo­
cating part of that buildinf! to the State 
school until a State school can iJ,c ere0ted 
near by. If the population of this distrid 
continues to go ahead by leaps aml bounds 
as it. has d?ne in the past, which it will do, 
especially with the expected influx of tohacco­
growers, the Government will be forcetl to 
provide a new State school builclin•' a11d I 
hope they will give very serioub ,;;;nsidera­
tion to putting it on a site near the high 
school, where there is suffi.:;ient room for 
adequate playing fields and for future expan­
sion also. 

At most of the other schools in my distr·iet 
there is plenty of room for the children. 
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The Halifax school has acres of play­
ground but at Ingham it is tragic to see 
the result of the narrow-minded ideas of 
the old Tory Administration of years ago. 
They did not have the foresight to provide 
for the expansion of the district and gave 
no consideration to the provision of suitable 
playgrounds for the children. The district 
is developing by leaps and bounds now and 
with the establishment of the new tobacco 
scheme there we shall have many more 
children in the district and the Govern­
ment will have to put on their thinking cap 
and find ways and means of providing 
adequate playgrounds and school facilities 
for them. 

(Time expired.) 

lion. W. POWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public Works, Housing and Local 
Government) (12.11 p.m.): At the outset I 
thank our Speaker, Mr. Brassington, for his 
kindly references to me and my staff, as 
well as the work of the department. It is 
encouraging to know that hon. members do 
appreciate what has been done for them. 
There has been a great deal of controversy 
over the erection of the new school in 
Fortitude Valley, but the job is well under 
way and again illustrates that the Govern­
ment honour the promises they make. 

The hon. member for Townsville made 
some kindly references to me, which I 
appreciate, and he referred to the fact that 
for some time he has been seeking the 
erection of a new school at Townsville 
West. I wish to inform the hon. member 
that the Co-ordinator-General of Publir 
Works considers other schools more urgent 
than the one he is advocating. We have had 
extreme difficulty in obtaining materials 
and labour, and in order to overtake the 
lag that occurred during the six years of 
war we are carrying out only those works 
that are urgent and approved of by the 
Co-ordinator-General. 

The hon. member for Townsville spoke of 
the provision of amenities in school grounds. 
These matters are entirely in the hands of 
the Secretary for Public Instruction, to 
whom I shall refer the hon. member's sug­
gestions for consideration. 

The hon. member for Kennedy made some 
kindly references to the work of the 
department and at this stage I wish to give 
him some kudos for the excellent suggestion 
he made for the speeding up of the prep­
aration of plans to meet the many demands 
being made on our architectural staff. He 
has suggested standardised types of schools 
for certain parts of the State and the 
zoning of the State. We are acting on 
that suggestion by him. It has been agreed 
that a committee shall be appointed to deal 
with not only standard types of school 
buildings but also standard. ty,pes of hos­
pitals. That committee will be composed 
of representatives of the Department od' 
Public Instruction and the Department of 

Public Works, and we are endeavouring to 
obtain the services of an outsider to help 
in its deliberations. 

The hon. member referred also to the 
provision of heating equipment in certain 
parts of the State. A number of buildings 
are equipped with heating appliances now, 
experiments are being made with what are 
known as conversion heaters, and in some 
schools we have installed wood stoves. The 
hon. member will see, therefore, that wlmt 
he is suggesting is already under way, and 
this again illustrates the efficiency of the 
Department of Public Works. 

I can assure the hon. member for Kennedy 
that there are other electorate~ besides his, 
although I should add that he has been very 
patient with regard to the requests he has 
submitted. We are constructing a new 
high school at a cost of £41,057 at 
Ingham. I had the pleasure of visiting that 
town some time ago with the hon. member 
for Kennedy and took the opportunity of 
!ooking into building matters of major 
Importance not only to the hon. mem­
ber but to the people concerned, and 
when the high school is finished we will 
transfer the staff to the erection of the new 
court house at Ingham. The present· court 
house will be converted into a police station, 
with quarters for single men. The infor­
mation I have imparted should ease the hon. 
member's mind in regard to matters in his 
district, which he so ably represents. I assure 
the hon. member that favourable considera­
tion will be given to his requests for another 
new school building for Ingham. It is the 
policy of the Department of Public Works, 
where possible, to give each electorate a 
fair share of our work. If a request . is 
received from the Department of Publie 
Instruction for the erection of a new school 
speedy consideration is given to it. 

We have heard criticism from time to· 
time of the types of school building erected 
by the Government. This comes from 
interested parties and does not carry weight 
with me. If we were t'o provide all the 
amenities and requirements suggested, our 
costs would go up considerably because when 
private architects are preparing plans and 
specifications the greater the cost the greater 
the return to those preparing thcm. They 
are interested parties and in tl1eir criticism 
suggest that the Government should, to use a 
common phrase, let their heads go and accept 
all the suggestions made by them. That 
applies not only to school buildings but to· 
hospitals also. 

Mr. Aikens: Do you pay your depart­
mental architects on a percer;tage basis~ 

Mr. POWER: No. If we did that we 
should not know where we should finish. We 
pay them in accordance with the award rate& 
and we pay outside architects in accordance 
with theiT prescribed fees. I would not ask 
an architect to work for less than the 
prescribed fee. 

I do not propose, nor do my officers propose, 
to be stampeded by the criticism of our 
buildings. we appreciate the fact that an 
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the things suggested would be useful but 
because of shortages of materials we have 
great difficulty in meeting the demand for 
buildings. When we decide to erect a building 
provision is made, as I stated last Thursday 
night, for the contingency of extensions to 
it. At the moment I can think of extensions 
to the Stafford School and the Wynnum 
School. 

To show that all people are not critical of 
the buildings constructed by the Government 
or of the plans and specifications prepared 
by the department, I quote the following 
Jotter, dated 5 September, 1949, from the 
Building Publishing Co. Pty. Ltd., to the 
Under-Secretary of the department:-

''Dear Sir 
''I have y~ur letter of 31st A~gust to­

gether with the photograph and wnte-up of 
the Stafford State school building. I thank 
you for same. 

''I would like to personally congratulate 
your Department on the excen:nt. type of 
school building you are des1gmng and 
erecting for the State of Queensland.'' 
It is gratifying that some people ~ngaged 

in the publication of wor~s of arch1tec.tu~e 
>tppreciate what we are domg ~ere but .1t IS 
.discouraging to know that what 1s apprecmted 
outside our own State is not welcomed by cer­
tain people here. Our school buildings will 
compare more than favourably with those in 
.any other part of Australia, and I have seen 
.quite a number because I have travelled 
between here and Adelaide and I have always 
·made it a practice to have a look at them. I 
would refer hon. members to the new school 
building at Kelvin Grove, which is almost 
-complete. In that .building we hav~ paid 
attention to everythmg that would giVe the 
·children the maximum degree of comfort, 
especially natural lighting. We sought to 
improve our architectural designs by bringing 
architects from overseas. Unfortunately some 
.of them were not satisfactory but quite a 
number gave entire satisfaction to the depart­
ment, 

Mr. H. B. Taylor: Is the school building 
·at Kelvin Grove complete~ 

Mr. POWER: Almost; it will be ready 
for occupation after the school holidays. 

Mr. H. B. Taylo:r: It is only natural to 
expect the best school in Queensland to be in 
the Minister's electorate. 

lUr. POWER: I am glad that the hon. 
member acknowledges that it is the best 
school, but let me tell him that I never gave 
a thought to the fact that it was in my elec­
torate. Let me also remind him that about 
14 years ago· I and the hon. member for 
Kelvin Grove made representations to the then 
.Secretary for Public Instruction, the Hon. F. 
A. Cooper, for a new school at Kelvin Grove. 
The building of the school was postponed. 
Later on, when I became a Minister of the 
·Crown, I naturally looked into the matter, 
but let me tell the hon. member for Hamilton 
that the State school at Kelvin Grove will 
serve also the electorate of the hon. member 
for Kelvin Grove. And that reminds me of a 

story of two local aldermen, one who was 
defeated at the polls and the other who was 
successful. The successful candidate said to 
the defeated man, ''·what did you do when 
you were in the council~'' and he replied, 
''I did this and that,'' but he was defeated. 
Then the victorious candidate said, ''The 
reason why you were defeated is that you did 
not have sense enough to repair your own 
footpath. I am not going to be like that 
defeated candidate .. I am going to see that 
work in my electorate is carried out. 

Much criticism was levelled against the 
department for its alleged failure to provide 
adequate supplies for Hughenden after the 
cyclonic disturbance there. A complaint was 
made by the clerk of the Hughenden Town 
Council. It is just as well that hon. members 
should know the facts. The cyclone struck 
the town at 3 o'clock on a Sunday afternoon 
and I received information about it between 
4 and 5 o'clock the same day. I immediateq 
got in touch with Mr. East, of the depart­
ment, and gave him certain instructions and 
immediately provision was made for the 
supply of adequate material to repair the 
homes that had been damaged. Had it not 
been for the fact that the road from Charters 
Towers to Hughenden was untrafficable, the 
goods would have been on the roads that 
night. Then an article appeared in the paper 
condemning the action of the department. I 
had already called for a report from my 
officer at Hughenclen. The complaint was that 
the people 1vho had suffered damage were not 
being fairly treated. The mayor of Hughenden 
had wired to the Secretary for Health and 
Home .Affairs con;plaining about the unsym­
p~thetlc and unfau treatment that was being 
giVen to the town in cyclone relief, but the 
fact was that the Housing Commission had 
already sent a telegram to an officer at 
Hughenden asking him to give all details and 
to make all preparations for the supply of 
all the material that was required by the 
people who had suffered damage in the storm 
i~ conjnnction with Mr. Hunt, our super: 
v1sor of works. 

. The_ town clerk made quite a song about the 
s1tuatwn there and in addition made a state­
ment to the Press. I had taken action to 
obtain a report from the officers of the 
Department of Public Works and the Queens­
land Housing Commission who had been dis­
p.atched to ~ug~enden to deal with applica­
tiOn for rehef m . the same way as in the 
cases of sufferers in the Cooktown, Gladstone 
and Rockhampton cyclones. Mr. Hunt was 
sent from Brisbane. The department, in its 
anxiety to help those people who had suffered 
damage, said it was willing to accept second 
mortgages to secure advances. We sent 
material from Brisbane and obtained gal­
vanised iron on loan from Messrs. Burns 
Philp & Co. Ltd. on the understanding that 
it would be replaced as soon as possible. We 
thanked this firm for its prompt action. This 
iron was dispatched to Hughenden and we 
laid it down, as we did at Cooktown, Rock­
hampton and Gladstone, that it must be made 
available to people whose homes had been 
destroyed, and that the people were not to 
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get more galvanised iron than was necessary, 
and the officer of the Department of Public 
Works had to certify the quantity required. 

To my consternation I read and heard the 
criticism of the town clerk. I asked the 
officers of my department to interview the 
mayor and town clerk and ask them to state 
one case where unfair treatment had been 
meted out by the Queensland f[ousing Com­
mission or any officer of the Government. A 
lot of .noise was heard in the northern papers 
and over the air, but despite all the news 
that appeared in the ''Courier-Mail,'' or was 
sent over the air, it has been proved that it 
was only a political trick that was being 
practised. The telegram stated-

'' Mayor and Town Clerk cannot give any 
specific case of unsympathetic or unfair 
treatment in respect to the distribution of 
materials or unjust treatment by the 
Housing Commission. ' ' 

That is a direct contradiction of the state­
ment made by the town clerk, which appeared 
in the newspapers and was broadcast over 
the air. This contradiction resulted from an 
interview by the officers of the Department 
of Public Works and Queensland Housing 
Commission. It will be noted that the 
telegram stated-

'' Mayor and Town Clerk cannot give 
any specific case of unsympathetic or 
unfair treatment in respect to the distribu­
tion of materials or unjust treatment by 
the Housing Commission.'' 

That telegram was signed by Mr. Hunt, 
supervisor of the Department of Public 
Works, and was sent from the police 
station, Hughenden. Notwithstanding that 
galvanised iron is in such short supply, it 
was contended by some that we should give 
equal priority to a hotel as we gave to a 
householder. Before this criticism appeared 
in the Press I got in touch with Mr. Hunt 
and instructed him to get any material 
that was available· for the relief of the 
sufferers from the Hughenden cyclone. Mr. 
Hunt said that every bit of iron he had was 
for the relief of the people. 

That is the only complaint I received. I 
understand that iron was taken from 
Hughenden while it was in short supply 
at Hughenden, but none was taken 
from Hughenden. That shows the complete 
ignorance of people who challenge the 
department with not doing its job and being 
unfair and discriminating in the treatment 
of the people. I gave a direction to the 
Under Secretary, after discussing the mat­
ter with the Premier and members of the 
Cabinet, that if we had any iron that we 
were not using it was reasonable that we 
should make it available for use on build­
ings other than houses. In fairness to the 
department, these matters should be ventil­
ated so that the public will have .some 
knowledge of what has been done and will 
not be misled by unfair and untrue state­
ments. 

It was pleasing to know that after we 
put the town clerk and the council on the 
mat and had asked "for particulars so that 

suitable action could be taken, they could 
not give us any particulars at all. Those 
are the criticisms that were levelled at the 
Government. 

I endeavoured to get this information 
circulated through the Press, but I think I 
should take this opportunity to ventilate 
the full facts, so that they may be read 
with interest by people in the Hughenden 
district who peruse '' Hansard. '' 

Mr. PIE (Windsor) (12.32 :p.m.): The 
matter I wish to raise is more or less a­
swan song so far as I am concerned; it is 
in relation to two schools in my area, and 
I refer particularly to the Breakfast Creek 
State school. I again wish to bring before 
Parliament what I believe was an unfair 
decision in reference to the purchase of two 
homes made by the Breakfast Creek School 
Committee away back in 1935. The school 
committee, through the Labour member, Mr. 
Williams, made ap,plication for authority to 
buy or acquire two cottages at the southern 
end of the Breakfast Creek State school 
ground, in order to give the children breath­
ing space when playing. I have the corres­
pondence here. virtually all the members 
of the committee are A.L.P. members and 
very active in the Labour movement. The 
movement started in 1935 and on 26 October, 
1937, the following letter was received by 
Mr. Williams-

"With reference to your interview 
with me concerning the suggestion that 
extra land be purchased for the Break-· 
fast Creek State school, I desire to inform 
you that consideration has been given to, 
this request and it is regretted owing to 
other urgent building requirements ex­
penditure upon the purchase of additional 
land cannot be favourably considered at 
the present time. 

(!'ligned) Frank A. Cooper, 
Minister for Public Instruction." 

This Breakfast Creek State School Com­
mittee had been saving money for years. 
While racing at Albion Park was booming 
they gave their services and collected money 
in order that they might give better ameni­
ties to the children in the poorest district 
of Brisbane. They decided to buy these, 
properties themselves and they bought them. 
They made application on 24 December, 
1942, to the Director-General of Education 
in regard to taking over these properties 
from them. In 1942 the de,partment decided 
to take over these properties and paid the 
school committee, as part-payment, £280, 
the money they had paid. 

I would point out to the present Minister 
that the department insists very strongly that 
the school committee shall pay the rates of . 
£45 lls. and be always responsible for the 
payment of rates, although it knew the 
Government would collect the rent and not 
make the property available to the school. 
The school committee have sufficient money 
to build a swimming pool for these poorer 
children of the community if they can get 
that sum back from the Department of 
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Public Instruction. As I say, the depart­
ment is receiving the rent from these 
buildings. 

Mr. Aikens: It receives the rent and the 
·committee pay the ratesW 

ll'Ir. PIE: That is correct. I have with 
me the receipts for the rates paid. The 
Minister knows that the buildings of the 
Breakfast Creek State School are an absolute 
·disgrace. 

Mr. Power: I know nothing of the kind. 

~Ir. PIE: If the hon. gentleman knows 
nothing about it, I have here the corre­
spondeuee with the department. The build­
ings are a· disgrace. I visit that school 
regularly and know that the poorer children 
in that area are not receiving the support 
that the children in the Ascot, Fortitude 
Valley, and Kelvin Grove districts are 
receiving. The consequence is that the 
school attendance is gradually declining. It 
is imperative that the Secretary for Public 
Works should visit that school, as Mr. Cooper, 
~ former Minister of the department did, 
and ascertain for himself the deplorable 
"londitions under which these poorer children 
in our community are asked to undergo their 
·education. He should act quickly. The 
school attendance is going down and even­
tually there will be virtually no children 
there. 

The second matter I bring before the 
Minister is the overcrowding of the 
playing area to the W ooloowin State 
School. The attendance is over 1,200 children 
and you could not swing a cat in the playing 
area. Right behind this school is a receiving 
]wme for a State department. That land 
should be acquired for the school. The land 
would then come straight through :from 
Kedron road to the back street. 

Something must be done in relation to 
these two schools, which are in tlite Windsor 
,electorate, although the Breakfast Creek State 
School will be in the Fortitude V alley elec­
torate after the redistribution of electoral 
boundaries. Already the hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley is giving donations to the 
,sports fund of this school. 

Mr. Brown: Do you object to that? 

]}Ir. PIE: I give scholarships every year 
to them and the right of a job in my factory, 
for the winners of the scholarships. I have 
a few coming through of whom anybody 
would be proud. 

These two State school buildings, particu­
larly that at Breakfast Creek, are a disgrace 
to a Labour Government who pride them­
selves on looking after the interests of the 
poorer people of the community. ',This is an 
,example to show they do not do so. If the 
Minister visits the Breakfast Creek State 
·School he will see for himself the houses 
that the school committee paid for, recouped 
by the Government to the extent of £280, 
but on which the committee pay the rates 
and from which the Government receive the 
rent. It is time something was done in the 
matter. The Breakfast Creek school com­
mittee are doing a wonderful job. They 

have built a canteen from which children are 
served meals at morning and luncheon breaks. 
The women who staff it serve voluntarily. I 
appeal to the Minister to make an inspection 
and have the position rectified as quickly as 
possible. 

Mr. KEYATTA (Townsville) (12.39 
·p.m.): My experience has been that the work 
of the Department of Public \liTorks has been 
very favourably done, considering the difficul­
ties of shortages of labour and material that 
confront it, which of course are not peculiar 
to this State or any other State of the 
Commonwealth, but apply throughout the 
world. This department, under the guidance 
of the Minister and backed with a very 
efficient and able staff, has done an excellent 
job. When one visualises the area of Queens­
land and the sparsely populated districts we 
can come to no other conclusion than that 
the Co-ordinator-General of Works has indeed 
done a mighty job. We realise that a foun­
dation must be laid for the future. 

Mr. Low: You are about 20 years behind 
the times. 

Mr. KEYATTA: The hon. meJ?ber. must 
remember that this Government mhented a 
legacy, which was _re!lllY 3; handicap, from ~he 
previous Tory adm1mstratwn. Had th~ Tones 
in the old days laid a good foundatiOn we 
should have had a well-planned and orderly 
system of public works today. No-one can 
deny that Mr. Kemp and his staff have done 
an excellent job despite the shortage of 
materials and man-power. 

I thank the Minister for his reply to my 
representations concerning the Townsville Cen­
tral State School. We have a modern school 
building at West End, and a new school at 
North Ward was provided for in the 1939 
Estimates, but the war intervened and 
although I understand plans are prepared, 
more urgent works are being carried out. If 
schools in other areas are more urgently in 
need of attention, I have no objection to their 
getting that attention, because I am a reason­
able citizen, but I do ask the Minister to keep 
this school under consideration when the time 
is opportune. 

I should like him to consider also improv­
ing the South Townsville State School. 
Although the building is well constructed of 
good, old seasoned timber its design is not 
up to the present standard of architectural 
designs and I commend the work to the 
Minister for his future consideration. 

The Townsville Supreme Court building 
could do with some attention. It is one of 
the oldest buildings in the State. I under­
stand that a survey was carried out with a 
view to constructing a Supreme Court and 
Police Court together but I do not think any 
finality was reached. There was some differ­
ence of opinion between the departments con­
cerned. If they wish to keep the Police Court 
separate, let it be modernised, and I com­
mend the construction of a new Supreme Court 
building to the Minister's consideration. 

At this stage I wish to compliment and 
express appreciation to the staff of the 
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Co-ordinator-General's Department. I have 
made many representations to them and have 
always received the utmost courtesy. If any 
request has been refused the reason has always 
been sound, but wherever it has been possible 
to give help, that help has always been forth­
coming. A person who is not au fait with 
the working of the department and does not 
know its officers would get the impression that 
the men were probably an inefficient staff. 
It shows how one can unconsciously be a 
"knocker" of a department. The staff are 
highly trained and qualified and are doing a 
mighty good job. Notwithstanding the fact 
that we differ on occasions, we must pay 
respect to the ability of the gentleman con­
cerned and be tolerant when adverse replies 
are received. 

I suggest that there should be some co-ordi­
nation of activities in the laying of pipes in 
road ways. We very often find that after a 
new building is erected the workmen of some 
public authority come along and dig up a 
well-laid walk or path to lay some pipes. 
Later on, perhaps, the P.M.G. comes along 
and digs up another stretch and so do the 
people concerned with sewerage. The result 
is that we have a chequer board road or 
path. Surely some planning could be arranged 
so that the one set of digging would cover 
all requirements. Very often the brickwork or 
the concrete, foundations of a building are cut 
into so that the pipes 'can oe put in. I seri­
ously suggest that the co-ordination of these 
activities should be considered. I have discussed 
the matter with the Minister and he told me 
that plans were being prepared along this 
line. 

I want to say a word or two about sewer­
age drains passing through private property 
and I refer particularly to Bundy Creek a 
tributary of the Ross River. To allow of the 
access of the sewerage to that creek one of 
its banks was cut into and the hole made 
was filled with a different type of filling 
from that of the natural bank. Succeeding 
tides and flooding of the river have caused 
erosion at this spot and part of an allotment 
is being gradually washed into the creek. 
What redress has the elderly lady who is the 
owner~ She appealed to the council but it 
would not or could not do anything for her. 
I took the matter up with the Government and 
was told that it was a matter for court pro­
ceedings but how can an unfortunate indi­
vidual find the money to fight such a case, 
because when you fight a local authority or 
the. Government you are fighting yourselH 
Th1s person has no redress. 
. My poi~t is that the owner of a property 
m these cucumstances should get some com­
pensation or some assurance that she will not 
lose by the actions of ,a council or a Govern­
ment. Probably the whole of her life's 
savings have been invested in the home. If 
the erosion continues much longer, her pro­
perty will be valueless. 

(Time expired.) 

Mr. BROWN (Buranda) (12.51 p.m.): I 
should like to congratulate the department 
on the considerable amount of work it has 
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done in the past 12 months in the face of very 
adverse circumstances. The serious shortage 
of material and labour has been a serious 
bar to the completion of a number of jobs 
and I suppose that this state of things will 
continue for some time yet. However, I con­
gratulate the department on the work it has 
done and hope that ere long it will be able 
to do much more and in a qlrlcker time than 
it is able to do it today. 

There is something in the suggestion of the 
hon. member for Kennedy that there should 
be standardised plans for public buildings 
to suit the varying climatic conditions of the 
State but we must not overlook the fact that 
we must march with the times, that we must 
not become stereotyped lest the buildings we 
erect today may not be out of date in 20 
years' time without our realising it. We must 
march with the times. Many buildings that 
were considered modern when they were 
erected are totally out of date now. I 
concede at once that the suggestion of the 
hon. member for Kennedy would mean much 
saving in time and expense in the architec­
tural branch of the department. 

Some time back the department subdivided 
the Junction Park School, the biggest school 
in the State, in order to provide temporary 
accommodation for an infants' school. The 
department recognised at once that there was 
need for this accommodation and it spent 
£1,472 on a temporary infants' school. I 
hope this will be only a temporary arrange­
ment, otherwise the temporary building in 
relation to the fine brick structure there will 
give the impression that there is a lack of 
co-ordination and no real attempt to provide 
ideal schooling facilities. I express the hope 
that before very long both the Junction Park 
School and the Greenslopes School will be 
demolished to make way for two new, modern 
brick schools. I know that the pioneers in 
their day did an excellent work in the schools 
they built but they had no i<1ea that Brisbane 
would extend as it did. 

At Greenslopes the buildings are so scat­
tered that the playing space is seriously 
restricted. Some of the buildings having 
been up for over 60 years. It is impossible 
to get land adjoining the school property 
and my suggestion is that the department 
should build a modern brick school at Gre'en­
slopes that would perhaps occupy but a 
quarter of the space now taken by the exis­
ting wooden buildings and thus give the 
children a greater playing area in this thickly­
populated suburb. 

Mr. 'Decker: You want a two- or three­
storey building~ 

Mr. BROWN: Then the school building 
would be concentrated and the children would 
not be deprived of their playing area. The 
Greenslopes school is one of the largest in 
the district, and one of the :first that visitors 
from the South get a glimpse of on entering 
the metropolitan area. It is not a prepossess­
ing building. In fact, it is an eyesore and 
should be replaced by a building that would 
appeal not only to parents and children bu':. 
to visitors also. 
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I suggest to the department that when con­
structing schools in the future provision 
should be made for a child-minding centre 
and kindergarten. This really comes under 
the Department of Public Instruction. 

Mr. H. B. Taylor: You know it does not 
favour that idea now. 

Mr. BROWN: I do not know what it 
favours. I am suggesting that in all future 
school buildings in cities or towns of any 
size provision be made for child-minding 
centres and kindergartens. They could not 
be housed in a more suitable building than 
a public school. Mothers would then be able 
to leave their children at the child-minding 
centre when going to the city to transact 
business or engaging in some recreation. I 
am associated with a child-minding centre 
that is very successful. As many as 64 
children are left there in one day. Our young 
teachers should be trained to take control of 
children in those centres. Today a great deal 
of money is expended on child-minding 
centres, but they should come under t~e 
administration of the Department of Pubhc 
Instruction and the Department of Public 
Works. It should be our duty to keep infant 
children out of the city in order that they 
may escape any possibility of infection from 
disease. The Minister should see that some­
thing is done about the matter. 

Money has been appropriated for the con­
struction of the South Brisbane Auxiliary 
Hospital of the Brisbane and South Coast 
District Hospitals Board. The work is held 
up because of shortage of labour and 
material, principally steel. This hospital will 
relieve the Brisbane General Hospital and be 
of great convenience to the residents on the 
South side. Excavation work has been carried 
out on the site, and once material is available 
construction work will be speeded up. 

I was pleased to learn from the depart· 
mental report that plans are being prepared 
for a new leprosarium at Peel Island. T'his 
is very necessary because the one that is 
there is very old. I notice also that a jetty 
and causeway have been built at considerable 
cost, but they will be of great benefit to the 
inmates and their visitors. 

I wish to congratulate the department on 
the efficiency of the Ipswich Road workshops, 
where a tremendous .amount of work is 
carried out. They are always busy making 
office furniture and school equipment. They 
make remarkably good school desks at a 
cheaper cost than they can be made for any­
where else in the State. Under the decentral­
isation policy of the Government, if some­
thing has to be done in the northern parts of 
the State the Government use the services of 
a local joinery firm instead of having it sent 
up from Brisbane and I congratulate the 
department on its decentralisation scheme. 

Much has been said about local govern­
ment and I think our local councils are doing 
a good job but I believe the time has come 
when we should have greater areRs for local 
authorities. I am sure that the South Coast 
amalgamation will prove successful just as 
the Greater Brisbane scheme has. r' was one 
of the first people who advocated a Greater 

Brisbane. That was in 1916, and I was 
laughed at, but 10 years later it was an 
accomplished fact. It has been a wonderful 
success, and if a vote was taken tomorrow 
as to whether we should go back to the old 
system, it would be overwhelmingly in the 
negative. 

Mr. Power: If there was a vote 
tomorrow they would defeat the present 
council. 

Mr. BROWN: They might. The Greater 
Brisbane scheme has been a huge success, 
despite the fact that it has been carried on 
by anti-Labour councils, with the exception 
of the J ones administration. Many of the 
men who were elected to the Greater Bris­
bane Couucil accepted the pay attached to 
the position of alderman but were opposed to 
the scheme of Greater Brisbane and conse­
quently would not attempt to make a success 
of it. Had there been a Labour Council in 
office from the inception much more progress 
would be in evi(lence today. That is proved 
by the great work done by the Jones 
administration. 

Mr. Lnckins: They had to be pulled out 
of the mess. 

Mr. BROWN: That is not so. The 
present administration is in a big enough 
mess now. That was proved by the result 
of the by-election for Kurilpa on Saturday 
last. 

Recently, I tried to arrange for the 
admission of some people to ''Even· 
tide'' at Sandgate and I am now satisfied 
that that home is too small. It is time the 
Department of Public Works co-operated with 
the Department of Health and Home Affairs 
with a view to having more buildings erected 
at ''Eventide.'' The home has become so 
popular that people with the means to pay 
are willing to pay. They are accommodated 
there and the unfortunate indigent, with no 
friends in the world, cannot obtain 
admission. The waiting list for admission 
is as long as one's arm. 

Mr. Lnckins: Who is in charge of it? 
Your own Government. 

Mr. BROWN: People representing the 
moneyed class are taking the place of those 
for whom the home was originally provided .• 
The Government are responsible for the good; 
conditions that obtain there. I feel they~ 
would be justified in building more accom· J 
modation in order that they might admit a~ 
greater number of people. .. 

I again congratulate the Minister and thel 
officers of the department on their ene;gY; 
and the expedition with which everyt~Inf;~ 
has been done. I believe this will contmue •• 
and I feel sure that after the elections to ?~1 
held next year the Labour Government wil i 
be in power and as a result further progress.~ 
will be seen. · 

Mr. LUCKINS (Maree) (2.23 p.m.) :l 
First of all, I wish to say a few words _on thei;l 
:vork. of the sc.h~ols in my area and I mc!ud~a 
m th1s the M1mster and the Department 0 ,::l 
Public Works generally. I thank the:,3 
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:Minister and the department for the alacrity 
with which they attended to the complaint I 
rnade about the _Kangaroo _Point sc?o.ol and 
the interest d1splayed m prov1dmg a 
domestic science school at East Brisbane. 

Over a number of years I have been 
closely associated with the development of 
these districts but ovYing to the redistribution 
of electorates I have to say goodbye to both 
the East Brisbane and Kangaroo Point 
schools. In doing so I take 'the opportunity 
of thanking all who were responsible for 
righting the conditions that existed there. 
The school committees appreciate this very 
much and have asked me to express their 
thanks for what has been done. 

This vote gives hon. members the 
opportuntiy of speaking of the development 
of the State's building. Public buildings of 
Queensland in general are a credit to those 
who built them, both as to architecture and 
construction. Buildings in general have a 
great bearing on the character of the people 
of a State or nation and they must be in 
keeping with the dignity of the State. They 
tend to reflect the people's progress. 

In the early days the officers of the Depart­
ment of Public Works spent a great deal of 
time, patience and work in designing and 
erecting most of our public buildings. I think 
we all agree that a stranger entering the city 
is influenced in his judgment of that city 
primarily by the design of Hs public build­
ings. Certainly our Treasury Building is a 
fine piece of architecture. There are, how­
ever, many public buildings in various cities 
and towns throughout the State that do not 
add to their dignity. In many places the 
buildings in which the Department of Agri­
culture and Stock is housed are not in keep­
~ng with the importance of the department. 

Mr. Power: Are you referring to any 
one place in particulad 

Mr. LUCKINS: Rockhampton. 
Mr. Power: You are a little behind the 

times there. That building is being 
demolished. 

Mr. LUCKINS: I merely mention that 
~s a citizen who has travelled through a 
great part of the State. 

In Brisbane we have a beautiful Univer­
sity building constructed by the Department 
of Public Works, but I suggest that it might 
have been advisable to have called for com­
petitive designs for it. Competitive designs 
were invited for our City Hall and were sub­
mitted from all parts of the world, and it 
was with surprise that I learnt that tlie 
designing of the Queensland University was 
left entirely to one man. I make no com­
plaint about that because it is an excellent 
building. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That matter 
does not come under the Estimates for the 
Department of Public Works. 

Mr. LUCKINS: Many of our public 
buildings are things of beauty, and we all 
know that things of beauty are a joy for­
ever, but I am sorry that cannot be said 

of all public buildings. For instance, it 
cannot be applied by any stretch of the 
imagination to our present Police Court in 
Brisbane. I know we are suffering from a 
shortage of materials and skilled labour but 
I should like the Minister to prepare plans 
for the erection at some future date of a 
Police Court more in keeping with the dignity 
of our city. Nothing could be more annoy­
ing or more conducive to nervous tension than 
the present building. I have never been in 
it on offtcial or other business, but one never 
knows when one might be called as a witness, 
and if that should happen I should feel 
greatly disturbed at having to climb three 
or fourc flights of stairs and then being 
placed in a room that would not compare 
with the garage of the average suburban 
home. 

Mr. Aikens: And get six months when 
you got there~ 

Mr. LUCKINS: That would not worry 
me much, because I am not likely to place 
myself in such a position-not as likely as 
some I know. 

I should like the Minister to go into the 
records of Government promises because I 
know that many of those promises made 
have never been fulfilled. Whilst I do not 
want to burden the present Government with 
this matter, I know that during the time the 
late Mr. Fihelly" was Treasurer, he promised 
the citizens of this city an extension" of 
Adelaide Street to North Quay. This has 
been a delicate subject with the Brisbane City 
Council for many years and I should like 
to know whether it is the intention of the 
Government to honour that promise. It was 
made some 20 years ago and if fulfilled the 
new thoroughfare would add to the dignity 
of the city. I have always thought that the 
city reaches of the Brisbane River were a 
very pleasant part of it. I do not want to 
blame the present Minister for not honouring 
the promise made; all I do at this stage is 
draw attention to it. 

With the hon. member for Townsville I 
refer to the Supreme Court at Brisbane. 
Much has been said on many occasions about 
its small size and cramped rooms. This has 
been brought about by the number of judges 
who dispense justice to our citizens there. A 
Supreme Court should at least be attractive 
and if the present building cannot be made 
attractive and enlarged it should be trans­
ferred to a site from the noise and turmoil 
of the city. Now is the time for us to con­
sider these things so that when timber and 
materials are available we can do them and 
make this city of Brisbane a city of which 
we can be proud. 

There is also the question of utilising the 
land in Mary Street forming part of the 
estate of the late Mr. Randolph Bedford. I 
think the Government were wise in acquiring 
that site for public buildings and I wonder 
what development has taken place in regard 
to using it. 

Much has been said about the need for a 
conservatorium of music for Brisbane and I 
think a city of 400,000 people warrants some­
thing of that kind so that it can keep its 
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pride of place with the other Australian 
cities. We are trying to lead the other 
Australian cities in the matter of amenities 
for our people. I could discuss this question 
from many points of view but I think I 
should refrain from doing so now, because 
of the shortage of materials. I understand 
that the architects of the Department of 
Public Works are a good type of men. 
I realise that I cannot debate the question 
of their salaries and wages at this stage but 
I think some scheme should be adopted that 
would attract the best types of men for the 
designing .of buildings in this city and 
throughout the State. 

l'he Minister is in charge of local govern­
ment, and I was amazed to hear him have a 
little tilt at the Brisbane City Council. Let 
me remind him that no matter what council 
controls the city of Brisbane it is there 
because of the express wish of the majority 
of the electors. Like the Mini&ter, I served 
as an alderman on the Brisbane City Council 
for a number of years. I was one who went 
through the dark days of the J ones adminis­
tration, and I can tell you that I do not 
wish to go through them again. The hon. 
W. Forgan Smith was then Premier of the 
State and he was so concerned about con­
ditions at the City Hall in the days of the 
Jones administration there that he appointed 
the late Mr. George and Mr. McCracken, the 
present Public Service Commissioner, to 
investigate them. I have been in Parlia­
ment a few years, but I have never yet seen 
that report. It never saw the light of day 
but I understand that it was a striking 
indictment of the administration at the City 
Hall in the days of the J ones administration. 
I do not want to say anything more about 
it than that. But there was some cry about 
stinking fish, and I am determined that every 
time any aspersion is cast upon the present 
administration at the City Hall for political 
reasons, to get up and defend it to the best 
of my ability. The les& we say about any 
administration at the City Hall the better 
for parliamentarians generally. Let us apply 
ourselves in our own sphere, and thus ado 
to the prestige and dignity of the State. 
Local Government is a very important section 
of government and it has played an import­
ant part in the development of both the city 
and the State. For many years prior to the 
establishment of re&ponsible government as 
we know it today, it did magnificent work in 
developing cities and towns and building 
highways and railways, and generally did 
much that redounded to its credit. The 
Government are concerned about amal­
gamating many of our local authorities. 

Mr. Power: No,. we are not; we are not 
concerned about that an all. 

Mr. LUCKINS: I am glad to have the 
Minister's assurance on the point, but there 
is the impression outEride that the Government 
are developing the idea. 

Mr. Aikens: The local authorities them­
selves are looking for amalgamations. 

Mr. LUCKINS: That may have a bad 
effect in some ways upon the development 
of the community, because the more local 

authority representatives you have the greater 
are the opportunitlies' for the growth of 
progressive ideas. There is wisdom in 
m.mbers, and the greater the number the 
greater the chance of suggestions for plan­
ning and development generally. As I said 
before, local authorities play a prominent 
part in the life of the State. 

Mr. Aikens: If you have too many of 
them you may not have enough revenue to 
cover the cost of administration. 

Mr. LUCKINS: Yes, there is the ques­
tion of getting enough money to carry on, but 
that is a matter that will have to concern 
someone. I know that in years gone by it 
agitated the minds of public men a great 
deal. Local authorities cannot carry out 
developmental work without the necessary 
funds. You cannot do much today without 
finance. Governments may borrow and local 
authorities may borrow uoo, but if the loan 
burden is made too heavy the overnead is 
exceedingly hard for the taxpayers to bear. 
Therefore it is not wise to carry the policy 
of borrowing to breaking point. 

I am very pleased that the Valuer­
General's Department is being developed on 
sound lines. I was one who advocated this 
policy many years ago because I believed 
there should be uniform valuations, or a 
method of valuing under the control of one 
State department. 

It will dispose of conflicting ideas 
respecting valuations. Some local authori­
ties adopt a policy of low valuations and 
a high rate while others believe in . h~gh 
valuations and a low rate. Such confl1ctmg 
notions are not conducive to good local 
government. I ha,pe that when the Valuer­
General has completed his task there will 
be uniformity in valuation practices. The 
Valuer-General was appointed in 1944 and 
the Minister of the day said that seven 
years would be required to complete the 
task of valuing the whole State. Shortage 
of man-power, particularly expert valuers, 
has delayed the work but it is now under 
way and I am looking forward to the day 
when the task will be completed. 

I have my own ideas about values. I have 
seen values in Brisbane rise to a very high 
level and then suddenly drop. We had an 
instance of that in Stanley Street, South 
Brisbane. That W!tS a ·very important busi­
ness centre but the flood of 1893 forced 
businesses to move to another part of the 
city and it suddenly changed into an indus­
trial area. I shall follow with interest the 
trend of values being adopted today. We 
should encourage the citizen to build his 
own home, as that is the foundation of 
family life. If he has not a home he has 
very little interest, not only in home life 
but the State too. The Queensland Housing 
Commission should accelerate as quickly as 
possible the building of homes for the 
people, for we must remember that a man's 
home is his castle. We cannot measure the 
contentment that follows or the asset in 
pounds, shillings and pence. 
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Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public Works, Housing, and Local 
Government) (2.43 p.m.): The hon. mem­
ber for Windsor introduced his hardy 
annual of the Breakfast Creek State School. 
I dealt with it very fully two years ago, 
but for the benefit of hon. members, I will 
recount the circumstances. In December, 
1939, the Breakfast Creek State School 
Committee bought an area of land on which 
a house was built for £380. The committee 
paid £100 off the purchase price. The 
department took over the liability, condi­
tionally on the transfer of the title of the 
land to the Crown. In June, 1940, the Min­
ister approved that this department would 
pay the balance then owing of £280 on the 
understanding that no refund would be 
made to the school committee of the £100 
already paid for the purchase of the cottage. 
In January, 1943, the Solicitor-General paid 
the solicitor for the vendor on behalf of 
the department £280, and on behalf of the 
school committee interest on the purchase 
price due to that date, £45 j10 jOd. From 
December, 1939, to 1 January, 1943, the 
school committee received rent at the rate 
of 17 j6d. a week for the property. The 
amount thus received by the committee was 
£111/2/6d., from which it paid £38/7 /6d. in 
rates, insurance and repairs, £45 j10 jOd. 
interest on purchase price and £22 j7 j2d. 
arrears of rates. The net amount of rent 
received by the school committee in excess 
of interest, rates, insurance, etc., was 
£4j17 j10d. Therefore, the school committee 
was not out of pocket. The hon. member 
said the committee had to pay the rates. 
That is not true. The rates are paid by 
the Department of Public Works. 

The hon. member referred also to the need 
for extra ground for the Wooloowin Scho.ol. 
I agree that there is justification for obtam­
ing more playing areas there but the matter 
has been held up by the proposals that are 
being considered for the transfer of the 
W ooloowin receiving depot to another site, and 
the building of a new depot. There are num­
bers of buildings to be erected and there is 
a tremendous shortage of staff, which is 
agitating not only my mind but the mind of 
the Under Secretary. First things must come 
first. As soon as possible the building will 
be removed and the ground made available. 
Recently minor repairs were carried out to this 
school and it was painted. I assure the hon. 
member that as early as possible, when we 
have the architects, the material and man­
power available, the receiving depot will be 
removed. A tremendous amount of steel is 
required for these buildings. 

There will no doubt be criticism and com­
parisons between the cost of building by the 
Public Works Department compared with 
that of private enterprise. I remind the 
Committee that the greater portion of our 
cement is imported, and local authorities and 
private enterprise get the benefit of using the 
local cement in greater quantities than the 
department; therefore the cost of our build­
ings must be much higher than theirs. More­
over, we recently received a large amount of 

piping that was required for use in the State. 
The Government bore the difference between 
sea freight and the cost of road transport, 
and private enterprise benefited as a result. 

The hon. member for Townsville referred 
to the need for a new school at Townsville 
and a new Supreme Court. These are matters 
that must remain in abeyance at the present 
time. The Co-ordinator-General of Public 
Works decides the priority of works; and 
when he tells us what is to be done my 
department does not delay in any way. 

The hon. member referred to a couple of 
very important matters, particularly the 
matter of the need for local authorities to 
consult public utilities· and the Postmaster­
General before a road is put down. In the 
matter of footpath allocations, the Depart­
ment of Local Government is co-operating 
with the Postmaster-General's Department 
and all local authorities have been requested 
to draft plans for the purpose of the division 
of footpaths into allotments for the under­
ground reticulation of public services, such as 
water, gas, electric light, Postmaster-General's 
Department, &c. This is designed to provide 
for the economic and symmetrical use of the 
footpath by various authorities. The sugges­
tion by the hon. member is an excellent one 
and we have noted it. There should be greater 
co-operation between the State Government 
and the local authorities and the various 
util~ties, such as gas and electric-light com­
pames. 

The recent amendment to the Local Govern­
ment Acts that I piloted through this Com· 
mittee provides that when constructing, recon­
structing, remetalling or repaving a road the 
local authority is authorised to place u~der 
the road conduits to carry gas pipes and 
water pipes.. Before laying the conduits, the 
local authonty must consult the gas authority 
as to the most suitable form of conduit, the 
method of laying, and the like. After the 
condu~t is laid all new service pipes must 
be la1d through that conduit. It is being 
made mandatory. When the gas authority first 
uses the conduit half the cost of laying the 
conduit must be paid to the council. 

This provision will prevent unnecessary 
excavation of roads and should meet the 
complaints of the hon. member for Townsville 
It is a valuable reform that should have bee~ 
introduced long ago. 

The hon. member also referred to erosion 
that has occurred in his electorate as the 
result of the action of the local authority. 
I have investigated the matter and I find 
that at the rear of the premises he referred 
to there is an open drain. It was 
constructed by the local authority and erosion 
has taken place from time to time and it 
will not be long before the whole or a great 
part of the property belonging to -the owner 
a woman, will be swept away. The local 
authority concerned should take some action 
to prevent this result. I do not want to 
interfere with the work of local authorities 
but I think the local authority could over: 
come the difficulty by putting a barrel sewer 
through the land that adjoins her land. If 
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it is not prepared to do that it should con­
struct some sort of a wall. Otherwise it will 
not be very long before the unfortunate 
resident loses the greater part of her prop­
erty. I think it is the responsibility of the 
local authority. It would be only fair and 
reasonable for it to do something. 

Mr. H. B. Taylor: It should not be 
necessary for the lady to issue a writ. 

Mr. POWER: I called on the lady and 
personally inspected the land the last time 
I was in Townsvi'lle. The local authority 
should do something about it. The unfor­
tunate woman is not in a position to take 
legal action against the local authority but 
if she were I think she would be successful. 

Mr. H. B. Taylor: Have you made 
representations to the local authority~ 

Mr. POWER: I have not been asked to 
make representations to the local authority. 

Mr. Wanstall: It affects only one 
property~ 

Mr. POWER: Yes. 
Mr. Wanstall: It is not a public 

nuisanceW 

Mr. POWER: No, but it.is cutting away 
the whole of the woman's property. Out of 
common decCJlCJ the council should do some· 
thing for this unfortunate woman. She is 
entitled to have some action taken. 

Mr. Wanstall: If it is a public nuisance 
the Attorney-General eould take same action. 

Mr. POWER: The woman has some 
justification for her complaint. While I was 
there I saw part of the land fall into the 
open drain. 

Mr. Luckins: You were not standing on 
it w 

Mr. POWER: I can assure the hon. 
member that wherever I stand I have my two 
:feet planted on firm ground. 

The hon. member for Buranda raised the 
question of planning for hospitals and school 
buildings. That is being eonsidered. We 
are hoping to eo-opt the services of private 
architects, the Under Secretary of the depart­
ment and representatives of the Department 
of Health and Home Affairs to see what can 
be done in the matter of drawing up standard 
plans to meet climatic conditions in various 
parts of this State. This should eliminate a 
good deal of delay and save money in archi­
tects' expenses. 

The hon. member mentioned also the school 
at Junction Park and the new school at 
Greenslope3. The department of l"'ublic 
Works comes into such matters only when so 
requested by the Department of Public 
Instruction. I can assure the hon. member 
tl1.2t if a request comes LO me from that 
department, early and favourable considera­
tion will be given to it. 

I do not propose to touch on the provision 
of kindergartens. That is a matter for 
another Minister. 

The building of a new leprosarium at Peel 
Island is in abeyance just now. The Govern­
ment are considering whether the building 
should be removed to the mainland. If my 
memory serves me correctly, our ,Director­
General of Health and Medical Services will 
be going overseas shortly to investigate this 
important question. 

The hon. member referred to the Ipswich 
Road workshops. I have pointed out that by 
making a careful survey and a few necessary 
alterations and replanning the department, 
we have been able to save· a good deal of 
money and put through a ~ood deal more 
work. When our raw matenal comes along 
it is assembled in various parts of the work­
shops by tradesmen and we have been able 
to train many apprentices there. 

At the end of the year we shall be losing 
our manager, Mr. Helley. He has had an 
extension of his period of service and in 
accordance with the policy of the Govern­
ment he now retires. To him I say, ''Thank 
you for a very fine job and I hope that in 
your years of retirement you will have a 
very happy and peaceful life." 

We are having difficulty in obtaining the 
number of apprentices we require, but every 
effort is being made to get them. Mr. East 
is doing a very good job and is trying to 
help us in every possible way. 

The hon. member dealt also with matters 
of local government. I realise the importance 
of local government and shall reply to both 
him and the hon. member for Maree later. 

For the information o:f hon. members, let 
me say that I have just received the final 
figures for Kurilpa. They disclose a majority 
of 1,262 :for the Labour candidate, Alderman 
Colin Bennett. 

The hon. member ror Euranda referred to 
the need for more buildings at ''Eventide.'' 
The question of accommodation there is one 
for the Department of Health and Home 
Affairs and I agree with the hon. member 
that it is difficult to have people placed at 
the moment. We are trying to overcome the 
difficulty to some extent. 

Eventide Homes are not confined to the 
metropolitan area. One will be completed at 
Rockhampton in the very near future and 
there is an excellent one being established at 
Charters Towers. Plans are being prepared 
for a similar institution at Charleville. In 
accordance with our policy o:f decentralisa~ion 
we are extending these institutions to vanous 
parts of the State. 

llr. Wanstall: People are not obliged to 
go to the one nearest where they live, are 
they~ 

Mr. POWER: They can go where th~Y 
like, and I point out that their names reJ?-ain 
on the roll in the district in which they hved. 

I thank the hon. m~ber for Maree for 
his kindly references to the Department of 
Public Works and to me as Minister. Eve~Y 
hon. member who has spoken to-day ha~ com• :P 
plimented the department on what .1t haS~~ 
~one, and it is a:pJ?a_rent that there IS vbr~,~ 
httle room for cntrmsm. The hon .. mem e :t'!' 
did get out of·his depth on one occas10n wheu'! 
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speaking about a number of buildings in the 
State. When I asked him if he was refer­
ring to any particular building at any par­
ticular place he said that he was referring to 
the Department of Agriculture and Stock at 
Rockhampton. I thought he would say that, 
because I know that during a municipal 
election _campaign up there the Roekhampton 
'' Bulletm,'' one of the greatest Tory rags I 
have ever known, did not have the common 
decency to state the true position. 

Some time ago I visited Rockhampton and 
had a conversation with Alderm-an Jefferies, 
the mayor of that city, and whilst I do not 
agree with his political views I want to say 
that he is entitled to his. I hope the day will never come when we shall not be able to 
exercise our right to vote, and when we 
shall have to vote for one person and one 
person only. I discussed this question with 
Alderman J efferies in Rockhampton and he 
said that he would be very happy if we could 
do something with this building on the 
corner of Bolsover and Fitzroy Streets. I 
examined the place, and whilst it was rather 
a· good building internally it was very 
dilapidated on the outside. Not being able 
to go ahead with a new building I discussed 
the repainting of this one. 'l'here is no 
doubt that it is an unsightly building and 
not at all a credit to the city of Rock­
hampton. The Rockhampton ''Bulletin'' 
took a photograph of the building and it was 
placarded all over the place with the caption 
"Attention, Mr. Power! " ' 

I want to show hon. members of the 
Committee just how unscrupulous this paper 
was. I do not mind what people say of me 
if it is true, nor do I mind criticism, but 
I do not like people to get down to the level 
of the gutter in their desire to injure the 
Government. In this photograph you could 
not see the building; all you could see was 
the scaffolding round it· erected for painting 
purposes. Did the newspaper want me to get 
up on the scaffolding with a paint brush and 
paint it and come into conflict with Mr. 
Hanson, I not being a member of the union~ 
I replied to the rotten rag of a newspaper 
!Jut it never published my reply. Why did 
1t not do the honest and decent thing? 

The demolition of this building is now 
almost complete. The Government are spend­
ing £175,!)00 on the erection of new 
Government buildings at Rockhampton. It 
will re seen, therefore, that the argument 
~ometimes used that all money is expended 
m the city of Brisbane is not true. 

Mr. Brand: It will not be spent this 
year. 

Mr. POWER: I have already told the 
hon. member that this is not an electioneer­
ing stunt, as the works are under way. 

Mr. Brand: Not this year. 

~Ir. POWER: Under way now. 
Mr. Brand: Not £175,000 for this year. 

. Mr. POW£R: If the money can be spent 
1t will be. 

The hon. member for Maree referred to 
a promise made some time ago to abolish the 

old Police Court building at the top of 
Adelaide Street and extend Adelaide Street 
to North Quay. I know· that it is important 
that this should be done and I am anxious 
to have the work done, but I cannot agree 
with his Temark that the . building is worse 
than a garage. In view of the proposed visit 
of His Majesty the King these buildings 
were repainted. We could not demolish 
them; we made them as presentable as was 
possible. The interior of that building is 
quite good; the Police Court offices are good. 
One of the greatest difficulties facing the 
Government today is the housing of its 
employees. We have to rent offices from 
private enterpTise. Complaints are being 
made continually by house and land agents 
about the number. of offices being oc_cupied 
by government employees. I am desiTous of 
~elping these people by erecting new build­
mgs as soon as possible, so that Crown 
tenants may be transferred to Government 
buildings, but whil81 there is .a shortage 
of accommodation in Brisbane and Queens­
la~d as. a _whole I do not propose to demolish 
~h1s bmldmg f_or the mere purpose of wiping 
1t o_ut. It w1ll be demolished as early as 
poss1ble but not while there is a shortage of 
Government accommodation. Again I would 
remind the hon. member of that oft-repeated 
statement of mine, ''What Labour has 
promist;d, LaJ;>our has done,'' it may not be 
done 1mmed1ately but it will be done 
eventually in accordance with our long-range 
plan. 

The hon. member also suggested that we 
should build a new Supreme Court. I think 
we should, too, but again it is a question 
of what is the most important work to be 
done. Should we build a new Supreme 
Court first or should we provide other 
Government accommodation first~ 

Then the hon. member referred to the 
old Residential Hotel in Mary Street. I sug­
gest that when he is on his way to Parlia­
ment House tomorrow he drive along Mary 
Street to see what we have done in the 
conversion of this old, dilapidated building 
in Mary Street. It is now one of the finest 
buildings in Queensland. It was to house the 
members of the Coal Board and when I 
first took them there they said, "You can­
not do anything with this. Can you not 
give us something better than this~" To­
day it has been converted and re-equipped 
and it one of the finest buildings we have. 
There is no building that cannot be con­
verted. At the present time this converted 
building is being used by the Department 
of Mines for the Coal BoaTd and for the 
administration of the MineTs' Pension· 
Scheme. The front part of it is to be Ubed 
for the purpose of motor-vehicle inspection. 
It is not possible to get accommodation for 
motor-vehicle inspection at the moment and 
the braking of cars is being tested in 
William Street. That practice will have to 
stop and in the interests of public safety 
they will have to be taken off the road 
We shall make provision for the inspeetkn 
of vehicles in Mary Street. We shall Hlter 
the present practice of jacking up the ear 
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and testing the brakes by making provrswn 
for them to run up on a ramp or over a 
pit. I agree with the hon. member whole­
heartedly that many things should be done 
but the question is which are the more 
important. First things must come first. 

The hon. member referred also to the 
local authorities and specifically referred to 
the Jones administration at the City Hall. 
I have no desire to discuss the merits or 
demerits of any Brisbane City Council 
administration, whether controlled by the 
late Mr. Alf. J ones or by anyone else. I 
am very happy about and proud of the 
J ones administration but let me tell the 
hon. member that I served for three years 
under the Greene administration from 19:J1 
to 1934 and I can tell him that during that 
period the ratepayers contributed their 
revenue and had. nothing done with it. Let 
us be fair to the J ones administration. Let 
us be honest about it. Let us bear in mind 
the financial difficulties deliberately placed 
in the way of the Jones administration. In 
accordance with his usual far-sightedness 
Mr. Jones as head of the administration 
realised how important electrical equipment 
would be in the interests of the city and so 
his council ordered electrical equipment, which 
was to be financed with loan funds, but the 
financial institutions of Australia would not 
make any loan money available to the late 
Alf. Jones and his council for the purchase 
of these very important materials. Then 
the Government of the day passed legislation 
authorising the council to increase the rates 
by 3!d., but only for a limited period, in 
order to meet the cost of this equipment. 
Let hon. members be fair. I challenge them 
to cheek up my statement to see whether 
I am not correct in saying that financial 
difficulties were deliberately placed in the 
way of Mr. Alf. Jones and his council. 

I want to point out what actually 
happened. The hon. member for Maree said 
the people were not satisfied, the rates were 
high and the people turned the council of the 
day out. The present council told the people, 
''If you elect us there will be no increase in 
rates; we will reduce rates.'' What happened~ 
I made this speech when opening the candida­
ture of the endorsed Labour candidate for 
Kurilpa at West End and to use the ''Courier­
Mai}'' phrase it brought about the crushing 
defeat of the C.M.O. candidate. I then pointed 
out that today the City's rates are the highest 
on record and that in addition electric-light 
charges have been increased by over 46 per 
cent. \Ve know that the present council has 
its difficulties _and the Government expressed 
a desire to help it. The Department of Mines 
offered help iil getting supplies of coal. 

The Lord Mayor made a statemem that was 
hardly fair. HB made an attack on me about 
certain moneys allegedly due by the Queens· 
land Housing Commission for the supply of 
electricity. We say that it is unfair for the 
council to supply us with electricity in bulk 
at the ordinary, not bulk rates, as 
charged to private enterprise. If we charged 
the tenants of the Commission on a pro-rata 

basis the unfortunate people could not mPet 
the cost. The Government were prepared to 
help the council. The increase that has been 
made in rates was due to the council's striking 
difficulties as a result of the coal strike and 
other matters. But let us be fair about the 
matt·er. Our critics were not fair to the 
J ones administration. The J ones administra­
tion constructed more miles of sewerage in 
one year than have been completed by any 
succeeding administration. 

Mr. H. B. Taylor: Let the Lord Mayor 
reply. 

Mr. POWER: That may be all right, but 
unfortunately the Press publishes only part 
of my reply whereas it publishes the whole 
of the Lord Mayor's statement. 

This Government have paid subsidies to 
local authorities. Let me give a few figures 
to show how an anti-Labour party helped the 
poor struggling local authorities. Up to the 
end of September this year £10,000,000 in 
subsidies was approved for local authorities. 
That is a very large sum of money. I am 
quoting from information the Treasurer gave 
this Committee. He said that was an absolut·e 
gift, no repayment being required. But under 
anti-Lobour Governments not one penny of 
subsidy was given. Labour not only did this 
but Labour provided some subsidies that 
have amounted to 50 per cent. of the work. 
Labour in addition, expended on permanent 
main-road works, £13,210,000 in a period of 
10 years and charged only £737,422 to local 
authorities. 

Let us see what was done by anti-Labour 
Governments to help local authorities in the 
western areas. For the three-year period 
ended 30 June, 1915, the loans approved to 
six local authorities in Western Queensland 
amounted to £12,900. I am not quoting the. 
Moore Government, I am quoting what was 
done by the previous anti-Labour Administra­
tion. Hon. members talk about a new deal 
for the West. They call upon the Govern­
ment to do something to help the local 
authorities and the people in the West. I will 
show them what the Government have done 
to help the people in the West. The state­
ment to which I am referring shows the finan­
cial aid given to the shires of Barcaldine and 
Charleville, Longreach, Barcoo, Winton and 
Hughenden under the anti-Labour Govern· 
ment, as follows-

Loans approved £12,900 
That was for the three years of anti-Labour 
Government up to 1915. The amount of sub­
sidies approved was nil and the amount of 
loans guaranteed nil. To 30 June, 1932, 
loans approved amounted to £16,360, subsi­
dies nil, and loans guaranteed, nil. In spite 
of these figures, hon. members opposite have 
the colossal hide to get up and say the 
Government have done nothing for the local 
authorities. I will let the general public 
know who provided the subsidies for local 
authorities. It was a Labour Government, 
and they were continued by a Labour Govern­
ment. Between 1932 and 1935 in my own 
area the Government made available 50 per 
cent of the cost of covering the sewer in Lang 
Park-£5,550. We have shown the public 
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how we have treated the local authorities, 
despite the whingeing and wailing of mem­
bers of the Opposition. 

The hon. member for Maree referred to 
the amalgamation of local authorities. I 
point out to him that it is not the intention 
of the Government to set out on a policy of 
the amalgamation of local authorities. We 
amalgamate local authorities only when 
requests for amalgamation are received from 
local authorities. When Mr. Sewell, the 
Director of Local Government, receives these 
requests, we have an investigation and 
if we feel the time is ripe for doing 
something we do it. It is difficult to deal 
with these requests today because we need 
uniform valuations before we can take action. 
Numerous requests concerning amalgamation 
are waiting to be dealt with by the Depart­
ment of Local Government, but we cannot 
deal with them at the present time because 
we do not think the time is ripe for doing 
so. 

I want to show the value of the merging 
of the local authorities on the South Coast. 
We heard a good deal to the effect that the 
amalgamation would not be in the interests of 
the great majority of the people there. We 
were told the mayor would be picked from 
Southport. A deputation from Nerang. met 
me and said, ''We shall have no chance; there 
will be domination from South port.'' The 
position is just the opposite. A mayor has 
been elected from Coolangatta and the choice 
is an excellent one. 

Mr. Luckins: A good choice. 

Jir. POWER: A very good choice. I 
think Alderman Peak is doing a good job. 
The deputy mayor, Mr. Low, of Southport, 
is running about, and you cannot always 
believe what he says-and I am going to tell 
him that at a public meeting as soon as I 
get an opportunity. He made the statements 
when he addressed a meeting of the progress 
association that I had refused to visit the 
South Coast in connection with the building 
restrictions down there. That was entirely 
untrue. Mr. Low has made a number of 
statements but one must be very careful as to 
whether one believes them or not. Mr. Low 
is not truthful in many of his statements. I 
receive requests from members of the Oppo­
sition to visit their electorates and I am 
prepared to go to their electorates if it is 
at all possible. I am quite happy to meet 
the wishes of the members of the Opposition 
in that respect, but although they ask me 
to go to their electorates so that I may be 
enabled to decide whether certain work 
should be done there, they get in a little 
insidious propaganda by asking a question 
in this House as to a Minister's expenses. 
That is rather unfair. Not that I am con­
cerned about it. If a Minister has to travel 
he is entitled to certain expenses, for which 
he must present the requisite voucher. 

I can tell Mr. Low that in the very near 
future I shall be meeting him. I shall be ask­
ing him to call a meeting of the progress 
association and I shall be there to 
meet them. Mr. Low asked me to meet a 
deputation long before this amalgamation 

took place. I asked the hon. member for 
Albert to go to the meeting but that hon. 
member was not asked to introduce the depu­
tation. When I arrived at the hall I said 
to Mr. Low, "Will Mr. Plunkett be introduc­
ing this deputation t Otherwise I will not 
meet it if he does not.'' A certain amount 
of courtesy is due to a member of Parlia­
ment, whether he is on the Government or 
Opposition side. Mr. Low replied, ''Oh yes, 
I intended to do that,'' but I know that he 
did not ask the hon. member for Albert. 
If that is the type of gentleman Mr. Low 
is, he is not going to get under my skin. 
After the House rises and I have :finished 
doing my bit for the return of the Labour 
Government to the Federal Parliament, I pro­
pose to ask the local progress association 
down there to permit me to address them. 
I will then tell Mr. Low a few home truths. 
Although he has made statements to his town 
clerk, his mayor, and his aldermen that he 
has access to Minister 's officers and can get 
information from the files because he was 
:private secretary to Mr. Godfrey .Morgan, a 
one-time Minister of the Crown m Queens­
land I can assure him that he has not access 
to U:y office, except by appointment. I have 
instructed the Director of Local Government 
that he is to get no information from the 
files unless the request comes officially 
through the proper channel. He has deceived 
his council on more occasions than one. I can 
tell Mr. Low that I shall be quite happy to 
meet him-I shall be meeting him in the 
very near future, on the same platform. 

To show that value of amalgamatioJ?- of 
local authorities I propose ~o deal b;1efly 
with the Albert Shire Council. The chau~.an 
is an excellent man. He has a ton of ab1hty 
and common sense and plenty of initiative. 
As a result of the amalgamation of shires 
there and the creation of the new Albert 
shire' . I had the privilege of attending the 
first 'meeting of the council. Before I left 
I gave the councillors certain advice and t~ey 
acted on it. That is a matter of policy. 
Today there is a dispute as to whether ~he 
council offices shall be at Southport, Beenle1gh 
or Mudgeeraba. When Parliament rises I 
shall be happy to go down and _investigate 
the position and after that I w1~l make a 
decision. It seems to be the desue of the 
people to have the offices in the local-authority 
area to meet the convenience of the people 
who have to use the offices. They must be 
considered. I propose to visit the South Coast 
to deal with that matter. 

To show the Committee the result of the 
amalgamation and the work by this new coun­
cil, I will read these letters of appreciation-

" Slacks Creek, 
''16th September, 1949. 

''Mr. E. J. Gaven, 
'' Chairman, Albert Shire Council. 

"Dear Sir, 
"We, the resident ratepayers of Daisy 

Hill road, wish to show our appreciation of 
the workmanlike job completed this week 
on Daisy Hill road. 
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•' It is the most efficient job done on this 
,road in the last twenty years, and to the 
men responsible we extend our thanks, and 
hope the good work is continued in the 
future. 
"Yours faithfully, 

«' (Sgd.) Joseph Dennis, 
Sam Dennis, 
Frank Dennis, 
A. G. Harrison, 
C. G. Shailer, 
A. W. Shailer, 
Messrs. C. E. and F. Smith, 
R. A. Scriven, 
J. Finck.'' 

Here is another letter, dated 10 October, 
1949, to the same chairman-

"Dear Sir, 
"It is with great pleasure that I pen 

these few lines in appreciation of your 
very prompt consideration of my letter re 
dust nuisance written a few days ago. My 
wife and I are indeed grateful for the 
watering of the road and for the promise 
of the road being gravelled at a later 
date. In passing, I would like to mention 
that I have heard numerous complimentary 
remarks passed by local residents re the 
good work that is being done by the 
Council and also the efficiency of your 
workmen. 

''Thanking you sincerely once again, 
"Yours faithfully, 

"(Signed) J. W. Creed." 
Then we have a further letter from Bris· 

bane, reading-
'' The Shire Clerk, . 
'' Albert Shire Council, 
"Dear Sir, 
"We note with satisfaction the recon­

ditioning of certain roads in the Kingston 
district. 
"South Queensland Mines Pty. Ltd." 
Then there is a letter from one of the 

most important organisations in South 
Queensland. Hon. members of the Opposition 
may not think it is, but I do. It is from 
the Australian Labour Party, Kingston 
Branch, and reads-

"Dear Sir, • 
''I have been directed to convey to you, 

on behalf of my branch, our appreciatiOn 
of the road maintenance work recentlv 
carried out by your men in the Kingston 
and W oodridge districts. 

"This work has been efficiently and 
capably, performed to the complete satis­
faction of the residents of these districts. 

''Your faithfully, 
"(Signed) H. Rohl, 

' 'Hon. Secretary, 
''Australian Labour Party, 

''Kingston Branch.'' 
Here is another from a progress associ­

ation-
"Dear Sir, 
''My association has 

express to your council 
and thanks for their 

instructed me to 
our appreciation 
co-operation in 

obtaining the construction by the Main 
Roads Commission of the difficult first two 
miles of the road through the Springbrook 
settlement. 

"The work has been carried out quickly 
and efficiently and, we believe, at well 
under the estimated cost. 

"Yours faithfully, 
"(Signed) D. V. Ward, 

"Hon Secretary, 
''Spring brook Progress Association.'' 

Those lettnrs prove that the value of the 
amalgamation of local authorities is being 
appreciated by the people in the areas con­
cerned. Under the previous syst~m, it was 
impossible to get anything done, because the 
money was not there to do it. I do not wish 
to criticise the previous local authorities and 
I give them full marks for what they have 
done with the limited funds available to 
them, but with the amalgamation they have 
excellent workmen and plant and are able to 
do jobs much more cheaply. 

The hon. member for Maree referred to 
the work of the Valuer-General's Depart­
ment. It has not yet been completed, 
because we have had difficulty, owing to the 
war, in obtaining staff. In addition, we 
have made some of our officers available to 
the Department of Public Lands to help with 
the settlement of returned soldiers. We have 
now a number of trainees, many young men 
being trained, and many who have qualified 
as valuers, and some progress is being made. 

A very good job is being done by the 
local authorities in the town of South Coast 
and the Albert shire. The next valuation to 
be undertaken by the Valuer-General's 
D()partment is that very important one, that 
of the city of Brisbane. It is going to .be a 
tremendous task and I must say that 
although I disagree at times with the Lord 
Mayor and his council, he has been eo-opera· 
tive on many matters, and I feel that he will 
co-operate with the Valuer-General because 
I know he is anxious to have this valuation 
carried out. 

The hon. member also dealt with the 
question of homes. That is really covered by 
another vote, but we are having difficulty 
today because of the alleged green helt 
declared by the Brisbane City Council. The 
Brisbane City Council has thrown a green 
belt round the City of Brisbane. I endeavour 
at all times to abide by the ordinances of 
a local authority, but I find that as a result 
of this proposed green belt, the Brisbane 
City Council has refused to allow certain 
lands to be subdivided and sold for building 
blocks. 

There is a right of appeal against the 
decision of any local authority that refuses 
permission for the subdivision of any land 
or imposes conditions on the subdivision 
that are considered unreasonable. A number 
of appeals have been made from time to 
time. A person who thinks he. has ca~se fo~ 
complaint and wants to appeal sub!1llts th 1 
matter to me .. I can deal with it myself or 
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appoint somebody to do· so: As I d? not 
consider myself an authonty, I appomt a 
surveyor to hear such an appeal. I think I 
am right in saying that the Brisbane City 
council has lost on every appeal to the 
surveyor-General, with one exception, and in 
that case some modification was made. This 
is the council that talks about democracy 
and about too much Government control and 
interference by the Government and yet 
some time ago it submitted an ordin­
ance to me for my approval that providPd 
that the aggrieved person should have no 
right of appeal. It asked me to give it tlw 
right to deny a man the right of appeal. 

:Mr. Luckins: With regard to the 
2! acres in rural areas~ 

:Mr. POWER: In anything. If you sub­
divide you have to put a strip of bitumen 
down provide water channelling, concrete 
footpaths, and if you do that you will not 
recover sufficient money to cover what you 
have spent. The right of appeal is being 
freely exercised and on virtually every 
occasion the appellant has been successful. 
This is the council that complains about 
Government interferep.ce and too many con­
trols and the very council that submitted 
an ordinance to me that would stop people 
from having the right of appeal. I have no 
intention whatever of granting the request. 
If there is to be criticism of the Government 
and of me, let us ~now the true facts, be­
cause today people are being bluffed-and 
I use that word advisedly-by the Chandler 
administration. It has been imposing condi­
tions on the subdivision of land for which 
it has no authority. There is no town plan 
for the city of Brisbane and despite all the 
talk no such plan has ever been approved 
by the Government. No wonder the electors 
of Kurilpa woke up to what is going on 
and gave their votes to the Labour Party. 
This talk about an alleged green belt is only 
something in the minds of Mr. Chandler 
and the members of his party. The whole 

position has to be cleaned up and I am 
waiting for the submission of a town plan 
for the city of Brisbane. 

\Ve hear much about zones and the zoning 
of an area as a residential area. One day 
you pick up a newspaper and you find th.at 
an application has been made for penms· 
sion to establish a light industry in a cer· 
tain residential area; the next day there is 
an application to establish a lig~t-h~avy 
industry and later on you · get apphcatwns 
for fiats. How can there be town planning 
if there is no town plan~ We elected men 
to control the affairs of the city of Brisbane 
and I say that the people of Brisbane are 
being bluffed by the Lord Mayor in ~is talk 
about a town plan that. does not exist. The 
council cannot prevent the survey of any 
land on the ground that there is a green 
belt-which does not exist. I want the 
public to know thitt !1:_nd I also want them 
to know that if the council refuses to ap­
prove of a subdivision the landowner has 
the right of appeal. As a matter of fa~t, I 
could determine the matter myself, by VIrtue 
of my position of Minister in charge of 
local government, but rather than have a 
political argument with the Lord Mayor I 
allow the matter to be determined by an 
independent tribunal appointed by me on 

. the recommendation of my Director of Local 
Government. 

I think I have dealt sufficiently with that 
matter. I come now to the subject of valua· 
tions. The Valuer-General has done much 
important work in this connection. I am 
sorry that the hon. member for Aubigny is 
not present today because I wanted to tell 
him that I gave him some wrong figures the 
other night and I want to correct them now. 
Since the Valuer-General has undertaken the 
valuation of various parts of the State 
valuations have been completed in the local 
authorities of Chinchilla, Mount Morgan, 
Murilla, Toowoomba, Wambo and Taroom. 
The following table shows percentages of 
objections to the total number of valua· 
tions:-

I 
Per Cent. of Valuer- Per Cent. 

Local Authority. Number of Objections Objections to Previous Shire General's Increase in Valuations. Lodged. Number of Valuation. Valuation. Valuation. Valuations. 

Chinchilla 2,063 103 
Mount Morgan : : 1,779 90 

Murllla .. 1,609 48 
Ti>owooniba .. 11,442 532 
Wambo .. .. 2,812 75 

The hon. member for Aubigny said that I 
and my friend Shylock, the Treasurer, put 
QUr heads together and conspired through the 
Valuer-General to have higher valuations 
brought about so that we could, according to 
the hon. member, get a rake-off in the form 

,' land tax. The hon. member should know 
,;that land valuations for land-tax purposes are 
"jtdetermined by 1942 values and that there 
i!i<lould be no increase in valuations for land­
r:ax purposes, even though the Valuer-General 
plllcreased the valuations by 400 per cent. It 

£ £ 
5 436,598 1,130,926 159·03 
5 70,595 65,969 6·55 

3 289,148 749,575 
(decrease) 

159·24 
4·6 1,171,665 2,765,787 136·06 
2·7 842,697 2,379,087 182·33 

will be seen that the number of valuations 
made in the Wambo shire was 2,812 and that 
the percentage of objections to the valuations 
was the lowest of the lot, 2.7 per cent. The 
previous Shire Council's valuation was 
£842,697 whereas the ValuercGeneral 's valua· 
tion was £2,379,087, an increase of 182.33 per 
cent., the highest percentage increase in all 
the valuations made. 

In the shire of Taroom, 1,075 valuations 
were made, 42 objections were lodged, the 
percentage of objections to the number of 
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valuations was four, the total valuation of 
the shire previously was £383,839, the valua­
tion of the Valuer-General £1,059,850 and 
the increase in- valuations was 176.12 per 
cent. It will be seen there has been a large 
increase in the aggregate valuations. If 
I had the time I could give the amount of 
the reduction that has taken place in rates 
as a result of the increased valuations. As 
I pointed out, some local authorities believe 
in a low valuation and a high rate while 
others believe in the converse. I contend 
that land should be correctly valued and the 
levying of the rate is a matter entirely for 
the local authority. 

The officers of the Valuer-General's Depart­
men receive no instructions whatsoever in 
making the valuation. They are guided 
entirely by the Valuations of Land Act. The 
implication of the hon. member for Aubigny 
that a direction on the matter was given by 
the Treasurer or by me for the purpose of 
getting more revenue froni land tax is abso­
lutely wrong. I do not think that the hon. 
member implied it wilfullv-I give him 
credit for being an honest man-neverthe­
less that is the inference to be drawn from his 
remarks. The Valuer-General is free to make 
valuations strictly in accordance with the 
Act, and receives no directions from me 
whatsoever, except in staff matters and as 
to the areas where valuations are to be made. 
I accept the advice of the Valuer-General 
when he proceeds to make valuations. 

Mr. TUltNER (Kelvin Grove) (3.43 
p.m.): When the Labour Government were 
returned in 1932 they immediately proceeded 
to put into effect their policy of providing 
work for the people at award rates of wages. 
Whenever a building was erected the people 
were appreciative, but the erection of public 
buildings has become so frequent that the 
department has lost a large measure of the 
appreciation due to it. Wherever one may 
look one can see a new building going up 
under the direction of the department. The 
erection of a public building has become so 
common that it has been taken as an every­
day event and people take no notice of ·it. 

It is interesting to see the amount of 
p1,1blic works done throughout the State and 
I am happy to note that North and North­
West Queensland are getting their share of 
public buildings, notwithstanding that we 
have been accused of forgetting about and 
neglecting those parts of the State. In every 
part of the North and North-West the depart­
ment is providing buildings of some kind or 
another in the interests of the people. 

On page 15 of the departmental report we 
find that for the ten-year period 1938-39 to 
1948-49 £4,756,000 has been spent on public 
buildings. During the war years building 
activities were restricted considerably and 
only £1,000,000 was spent between 1939 and 
1945. In the last three years, from 1946 to 
1949, the Government have spent £2,900,000 
on public buildings such as schools and hos­
pitals. That is a wonderful effort-just 
under £3,000,000 in the last three years on 
public works. They are endeavouring to 

overtake the lag that occurred during the 
war years,. This department has been operat­
ing in every sphere of public life. 

Reference was made by members of the 
Opposition last week to the architecture of 
our new buildings, which they condemned. 
That should be left entirely to the architects 
who apply science to their work and who are 
ever looking for improvement. When we 
realise the reasons for some of these improve­
ments we appreciate their work. Buildings 
such as Parliament House and the Treasury 
Building are beautiful to the eye, but the 
ornamental work is the greatest of dirt 
collectors and a breeding ground for disease. 
The architect of today is not neglecting that 
factor. Wherever he can put a smooth oval 
surface that will cast off rather than collect 
dirt, he does so. 

Mr. Aikens: Can they build a building 
that will not attract the pigeons~ 

Mr. TURNER: That is a thing they are 
attempting to do. In the latest school plans 
they endeavour to do it. In the front of 
the buildings, where they usually put orna­
mentations, they put a sloping coping ao that 
the birds could not rest on them and the 
buildings retain their beauty and are not 
disfigured by these birds. 

I wish to pay tribute to the work that is 
carried out by the employees of the depart­
ment, whose work is so thorough and com­
plete that it is virtually everlasting. Trades­
men in 100 years' time will have much to 
learn from the work that is done by our 
present journeymen, just as our present 
journeymen have learned from the work of 
their predecessors. 

The Minister, in reply to the recommenda­
tions of the Oppositjion, r'efe11red to the 
Supreme Court in George Street. I do hope 
that when the road goes through there so_me 
consideration will be given to the construction 
of a bridge from the Southside. I feel sure 
that with the lowering of Coronation Drive 
from Ann Street to Victoria Bridge there 
will be ample height for a bridge from the 
South side and entering George Street with­
out turning sharply. Some doubt has been 
expressed about the lasting qualities of 
Victoria Bridge. A few years ago experts 
from the University recommended the lifting 
of some of the strain from that bridge and 
the heavy concrete road was removed, and 
even the foot-walks were reduced to remove 
some of the- strain and allow the bridge to 
be used with complete safety. In a very few 
years' time something must be done to 
provide a new bridge to ease the strain on 
Victoria Bridge. I feel that my suggested 
bridge to the northern bank of the river at 
a level to connect with Adelaide Street will 
be useful in that it will not interfere with 
the flow of traffic along Coronation Drive 
below. 

I expressed my appreciation to the Minis­
ter and his officers for what has been done 
to the only school in my electorate. It is 
strange that although my electorate is 3:1 
square miles in area, unfortunately for me­
and I say that deliberately-! have only one 
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school in that electorate. Having the interests 
of the education of our children at heart, I 
very much regret that fact, but as an offset 
I have the satisfaction of knowing that two 
schools are situated on the boundary line and 
the majority of the children attending these 
two schools live in the Kelvin Grove elec­
torate. I look forward to the opening of the 
new school at Kelvin Grove, which really is 
in the Minister's own electorate. I was 
very pleased to hear the interjection of the 
hon. member for Hamilton to the Minister 
that this was the be!!t school in the State. 
But that is only in conformity with depart· 
mental practice. Architects and officers of 
the department are continually seeking to 
further improve school buildings and I agree 
with the hon. member for Hamilton that up 
to date the new Kelvin Grove school is the 
finest school building in this State. I ·hope 
that the Minister and his officers will now 
turn their attention to the erection of a new 
infants' school, which is very necessary. If 
this work is proceeded with immediately, the 
workmen and plant on the Kelvin Grove 
school could be transferred at once to the 
new infants' school. 

All over the State one sees new hospitals 
being erected, additions being made to exist­
ing hospital buildings, and hospital buildings 
being repaired. I again congratulate the 
department on the work it is doing in this 
respect. I also congratulate them on their 
efforts in providing homes for the people. I 
am happy to be able to say that the Queens­
land department has done a bigger job than 
any other State in the Commonwealth, and in 
fact in any other part of the world. An 
extract from the Brisbane ''Courier-Mail'' 
proves that statement. I commend the Minis­
ter and his officers for placing the Queensland 
Government in such a happy position. The 
"Courier-Mail" of 31 May, 1949, stated that 
the mayor of Richmond made the statement 
that as many ail five families were living 
together in sub-standard death-trap hornet!! 
in· Melbourne industrial suburbs, but Victoria 
and South Australia are continually being 
held up to this Government as examples of 
what can be done in providing additional 
homes for the people. 

I would suggest to the Minister and hi~ 
departmental officers that in future building 
projects they give some consideration to the 
worker who wishes to build his own home. 
Today any worker wishing to build a home 
for himself through the State Advances 
Corporation has to seek land in the outer 
suburbs of Brisbane and pay for it through 
the neck. In fact, I go so far as to say he 
is being exploited by the owners of the land. 
As the department is able to buy large areas 
for its building projects. I suggest that 
at least 10 per cent. of the area bought 
be set aside for workers who want to build 
their own homes. This would enable them 
to buy it at a price that is suitable to the 
department but one that I know would be 
considerably less than the price these people 
are asked to pay for land today because of 
black-marketing and exploitation. If that was 
done it would give tremendous satisfaction 
to the workers and many people who own 

small areas who sell one allotment at a time 
and in this way stabilise the price of the 
rest of their land. 

Again I express appreciation of the depart· 
ment 's activities and hope it will continue 
its programme of works on public buildings, 
schools in particular. 

I feel that it is now appropriate for me 
to ask that something be done about provid­
ing the post-primary school that was promised 
for my electorate six years ago, at which 
the children of not only Kelvin Grove but 
parts of Enoggera and the Ithaca electorates 
could obtain secondary education. The 
Minister and his officers have fulfiilled a 
promise made three years ago to provide 
facilities for domestic science and manual 
training at the Ithaca Creek school. These 
additions are almost completed and the train­
ing will be available at the beginning of 
next year. It will be a boon not only to 
the pupils of Ithaca Creek school but to 
children from the Oakleigh, Ashgrove and 
Newmarket schools, all of whom will be saved 
the long journey to Milton. 

Mr. INGRAM (Keppel) (3.59 p.m.) : At 
the outset I sincerely congratulate the Minis­
ter, his Under Secretary, his staff and the 
workers of the department for the magnificent 
job they have done and are doing throughout 
the State. In congratulating those people I 
am sincere. Unlike hon. members opposite, 
I do not congratulate .the Minister, and then 
immediately use the word "but" and start 
cringeing and whingeing. I have often 
thought of bringing not a packet but a whole 
box of whingeing powders for hon. members 
opposite who complain no matter what the 
Government do for the benefit of the State. 

It has been said by many hon. members 
opposite that our schools throughout the 
State have been neglected. I am indeed sorry 
that certain hon. members opposite are not in 
their places this afternoon. It is a sorry 
spectacle to see only three hon. members of 
the Country Party and two hon. membe;s 
of the Liberal-Queensland People's Party m 
the Chamber listening to this very important 
debate today. I am surprised. What are 
they getting paid fod Is it to go about 
electioneering and not caring for the people 
in this Statei 

The hon. member for East Toowoomba 
stated in this Chamber only the other day 
that the schools in the 1 State were sadly 
neglected. I say. that is a deliberate false­
hood and that the schools in the country are 
as well if not better looked after than city 
schools. I propose to quote figures to prove 
that statement. My electorate is one of the 
many in Queensland and I should like hon. 
members to know what has been done in my 
electorate since I have been its member. 
Prior to my advent to this Parliament abso· 
lutely nothing was done in the electorate 
because it was represented by a Tory who 
did not care a tinker's cuss about the people 
of the State. If members. of the Opposition 
care to get about and. see what requires 
being done they can> approach the Secretary 
for Public Instruction and the Secretary for 
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Public Works Housing and Locar Govern­
ment and pla~e requests before those gentle­
men and things will be done for them. No, 
all they are concerned about is looking after 
their private interests. 

I propose to quote the :figures in relation 
to 50 schools in my electorate. Three have 
been removed and one has been closed. These 
:figures show the money expended on each 
school since I have been hon. member for 
Keppel-

Alton Downs 
Bajool . . . . 
Barwoya Central 
Barwoya East .. 
Boondoola 

(This school has been 
for some time because 

£ 
512 
724 
131 
101 

closed 
of no 

20 

children.) 
BraceweH 756 
Buneeba 228 
Bungandarra 33 
Calmorin 443 
Cawarral 31 
Cedar Yale 79 
Cowoonga 67 
Dalma Scrub 168 
Don River 275 
Dululu . . 173 
Wilmot . . 82 
Emu Park 892 
Etna Creek 120 
Faraday 63 
Farnborough 321 
Frenchville 1,415 
Garnant 154 
Glenmore 329 
J oskeleigh 120 
Kalapa 2,314 
Keppel Sands 1 24 
Lake's Creek 598 
Langmorn 84 
Machine Creek 17 5 
Marlborough 723 
Mumw US 
Milman . . 154 
Mt. Chalmers 48 

(This school has been removed.) 
Nankin Junction 

(School closed.) 
8 

Nerimbera 173 
Parkhurst 1,860 
Pink Lily 47 
Port Curtis Road 524 
Pheasant Creek 595 
Raglan . . 115 
Ridglands 370 
Rossmoya 69 , 
Stanwell 260 
Targinnie . 135 
The Caves 481 
Upper Ulan 88 
Wattle Bank 103 
W estwood 43!) 
Wowan . . 598 
Y eppoon 2,319 

Those :figures illustrate what the Department 
of Public Works has spent on the schools in 
my electorate during the time I have been its 
member. I visited each school and noted its 
condition ·and by approaching both depart­
ments I have had these improvements carried· 

out. The :figures show the falsehoods told by 
Opposition members in this Parliament. 
What the Government have done for my 
electorate they have done for other 
electorates. 

A home for old people is being built at 
Rockhampton at a cost of £131,000 and will 
be the equal of any home of its kind in 
Queensland. The Govermnent 'care for the 
sick and suffering, as well as the aged. This 
home has been built in Rockhampton so that 

. the old people .coming from Central Queens­
land will not have to come all the _way to 
Brisbane. They will spend their last days 
at Rockhampton, where they will be near 
their relatives. In the Tory days the Govern­
ments did nothing. They let the old people 
die • under the trees. We are a humane 
Govermnent and we shall continue to be so. 

The other day an hon. member complained 
that in his electorate the children in eating 
their lunches under the school had to sit in 
the dust. He may be right up to a point but 
when I :first came into Parliament there was 
dust under schools in my electorate too but 
I immediately took the matter up with the 
Department of Public Instruction and the 
Secretary for Public Works and the ground 
under the schools was concreted right away. 
Tory members could do the same thing if 
they only took an interest in their electorates. 
It is all very well for them to criticise the 
Minister and the Govermnent but they are 
not doing their job, they are only looking 
after their own private interests. They were 
returned to Parliament to see that justice was 
done and that is what they should do. 

Much has been said about local govern· 
ment. It has been said by hon. members 
opposite that local authorities have done a 
magnificent job. Some have, but others have 
done a damned bad job so far in my elec­
torate. Would they be able to do even 
what they are doing today were it not for 
help give)l by the Government~ Could they 
carry on without the grants, loans and sub­
sidies given by the GovernmenH No other 
Government throughout the world give th_e 
subsidies and consideration to local authon­
ties that the State Labour Government 
give. Hon. members opposite never thong~t 
about the local authorities during then 
term in office; it was only the Labour GoY· 
ernment who thought of the interests ,yf the 
people in this respect. No main roads would 
have been built but for the Labour Govern­
ment. In certain parts of ~y electorate 
controlled by local authorities some o_f the 
roads are an absolute disgrace-there rs not 
even means of transport so that chil:lr_en 
may get to school. These local authontres 
are not looking after the interests of the 
people; they are simply looking after. the~ 
selves. The trouble is that some vf the ff 
concentrate on building up an office sta , 
rather than on spending the ratepay~·s 
money on giving the people decent roa 8• 

Mr. Muller: You take all their moneY· 

Mr. INGRAM: The hon. member 
the money from the share farmers. 
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local authorities could not do what they 
are doing today if it were not for the help 
given to them by the Government. 

We should have more amalgamation of 
local authorities. Take the seaside resorts 
of Y eppoon, Keppel Sands and Emu 
Park. While they continue under the con­
trol of the Livingstone Shire Co~ncil they 
will be an absolute disgrace. I r:took for­
ward to the time when there is a Greater 
Rockhampton City Council to take over the 
control of these seaside resorts. 

I appeal to hon. members opposite not to 
cringe, cry, and squeal in the Chamber and 
not to complain that the Government have 
not done this and have not done that but 
to approach the business of the· Committee 
properly. If they do, I am satisfied justice 
will be done, and that is all that is required. 
Let them approach the Minister in a 
proper way but not with an air of demand­
ing things. The idea of demanding things 
is bred in the Communist school-'' I de­
mand this" and "I demand that." You 
will never get anything done by doing that. 
Approach the Minister properly and you 
will get justice. 

Mr. MORRIS (Enoggera) (4.9 p.m.): It 
is very interesting to know that the hon. 
member for Keppel has. found the secret of 
having his electorate looked after by appeal­
ing to the Minister. This Committee will 
pay a great deal of respect td his statement 
because many of us do want to get work 
done in our electorates .. We are deeply grate­
ful to the hon. member for Keppel. He told 
us that if we make an appeal in the proper 
way to the Minister we shall have the needs 
of our schools and other public buildings 
attended to. I will put his advice into effect. 
I will now make an appeal to the Minister 
and, in all faith and hope, look forward to 
the immediate rectification of the position I 
will outline. The Minister will agree that 
I have never appealed to him for extraneous 
\vork on school buildings and grounds unless 
the need was really urgent: I have a great 
deal of sympathy with the requirements of 
the department. Housin!j must have first 
consideration, but there are certain circum­
stances and additions that make work on 
schools a vital necessity. I will tell the hon. 
gentleman of one school in my electorate 
where work is urgently needed. I have on a 
previous occasion appealed to the Minister 
for work on this particular school but evi· 
dently I did not follow the mstructions of 
the hon. member for Keppel. I hope I shall 
be a little more successful ·on this occasion. 

The school I wish to interest the Minister 
in is the Mitchelton State School. I pre­
viously asked for help and a certain amount 
of work has been done but not to the extent 
that is needed. I will concede that the Min­
ister has made arrangements for the erection 
of two additional rooms. Up to a point they 
will cater for the present needs of the school 
but we must consider not only the present 
requirements. Let us examine the position. 
At present classes are being conducted in 

temporary buildings under the main build­
ing. I do not think the temporary classrooms 
will pass the City Council by-laws as there 
i1:1 not sufficient clearance between one floor 
and th() other. Nevertheless they are serving 
their purpose. Most of the time the children 
work under artificial light. That is not fair 
or right. The two new rooms that the Min­
ister has arranged to be built will cover the 
school's needs up to Christmas time, but in 
January the position will be entirely different. 
Over the last two or three years the school 
population at Mitchelton has increased enor­
mously. Today 505 pupils are enrolled. 
There is no district where more rapid im­
provement and growth have taken place. In 
the last two years 450 building permits have 
been issued. Every new home will add to 
the school population. The school committee 
has made a survey of the area in the immedi­
ate vicinity of the school. It revealed that 
an additional 90 to 100 scholars can be 
uxpected in January next. Immediately there 
is extra population th~ school will be inade­
quate. ·There will be a further addition in 
that' in the area 61 new homes are being 
built, excluding the State Housing Commis­
sion's . homes. If you take the figure 
of 500 at the present time, and add 
100 who will be enrolled from the residents 
moving there, that gives a school population 
of 600. If you add the 61 new homes that 
are being built by private enterprise and 
let us assume from each of those homes there 
will be an average of one new pupil from 
every home, that will make the school popula­
tion 661 in January. In addition to that 
there is also the Grovely housing area. I 
think 650 new homes are being built in the 
Grovely area; of those about 14 are already 
erected. 

Mr. Power: Every week tenants are 
going in. 

Mr. MORRIS: Exactly. At the present 
time there are 14, j'Lnd I think it would be 
safe to assume that by January when the 
school year starts there will be another 30. 
That will be 44 in addition to the 660, which 
gives us approximately 700 school children in 
January next year. Actually there will be 
600 by the end of the coming year. In each 
of these houses there will be one new pupil 
for the school. It is the policy of the Govern· 
ment to see that large families go into these 
houses, so we can assume that one new child 
will be added for each house occupied. So 
our figure of 660 comes to 700, and there are 
another 600, making 1,300 school pupils by 

· the end of next year. The Housing Com­
mission has taken over two new blocks near 
the Grovely housing estate, and I think the 
Minister will agree that it is fair to assume 
that another 200 houses will be built on the 
two new blocks; and if one child per house 
is added, we get another 200, which brings 
the school population to 1,500 by the end of 
next year. 

Having established that, I now make this 
point: the school that is there and to which 
extra rooms have been added is built on two 
acres of ground and these additional rooms 
take away considerably from the playing area. 
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If the two acres were a good playground 
area, I should say it was not too bad an 
allowance .for that purpose, but these two 
acres are not good playing fields or good 
school grounds at all. The department has 
a very suitable piece of ground not very far 
away from the present Mitchelton school and 
I make this appeal to the Minister: in view 
of the fact that the school population is 
likely by the end of 1950 to be from 1,000 
to 1,200, to be conservative, the time to build 
a new school at Mitchelton is not in one or 
two years, or in the far distant future, but 
now. If no action is taken by the Govern­
ment to erect a building and do the .work 
guickly, by the time they get on with the 
JOb the school population will have grown 
out of all recognition and it will be utterly 
impossible to house the pupils. 

Possibly it will be said by the Minister 
that I have already had a new school erected 
in my electorate in the last couple of years. 
That is true and I am very pleased that 
Stafford has had a new up-to-date school 
building. It is a good school and everybody 
who has anything to do with it is very 
pleased with it in every way. Notwithstand­
ing the urgency of the Stafford school-and 
it was urgent-the Mitchelton school is the 
most urgently required of all schools in the 
metropolitan area. The abnormally rapid 
growth of the population in that area 
absolutely justifies a new school, and quickly. 
The committee of the school meets regularly. 
The members of the committee have not been 
altogether worried about the present position 
because they know housing must come first 
but when they realise how the area is growing 
they are very worried and have asked me to 
bring this matter to the attention of the 
Minister so that he will be aware of the 
fa~ts-that although there are only 500 
ch1ldren there today the likelihood is that 
there will be over 1,000 in 12 months' time. 
Unless action is taken almost immediately to 
erect a school it will be too late to satis­
factorily cover the wants as they will arise. 

I should like the Minister not only to con­
sider the erection of this new school builqing 
but to tell the people of the district that it 
is to take place in the very near future. If 
he does that it will give them hope and 
they will know that something is to be done. 

There is no school in the metropolitan area 
with a better school committee than the 
Wilst?n State school. Over the years this 
committee has contributed many amenities to 
the school. It has provided a swnnming pool 
and all the amenities that go with it such 
as dressing sheds. The parents arri very 
pleased that the Wilston school has these 
facilities but these dressing sheds and all 
the other extras to a swimming pool are in 
a very ?a~ state of repair. They urgently 
need pamtmg. 

Mr. Jesson: That is a matter for the 
Department of Public Instruction. 

Mr. :MORRIS: The Department of 
Public Works and the Department of Public 
In~tr!lction have adopted a policy that a 
bmldmg erected by a school committee, 

although it becomes the property of the Gov­
ernment, will not be kept in repair by the 
Government. That is all wrong. This policy 
is entirely wrong and unfair. A committee 
works hard to provide amenities beyond those 
at other schools but it must accept the 
responsibility of the upkeep of these buildings 
year after year. Surely a building, having 
become the property of the Government, 
should be kept in repair by the Government. 

I mention these two schools in particular 
although there are matters connected with 
other schools in my electorate that I should 
like to refer to. Those two are perhaps the 
most urgent and most necessary works at 
the moment. I will not ask for anything 
at the expense of the housing programme 
because that must receive first priority unless 
the matter is as urgent as are those I have 
mentioned this afternoon. 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public Works, Housing and Local 
Government) (4.25 p.m.): One matter to 
which I should have referred this morning 
was the painting of the Obi Obi State School 
referred to by the hon. member for Cooroora 
last week. He said that lead paint had been 
used and the painter was required to take 
the paint off and repaint the school. That 
is correct. We called tenders for the paint­
ing of that school. It is our policy to call 
tenders where we cannot carry out work by 
day-labour, and we lay down certain specifi­
cations, which provide amongst other things 
that lead paint must not be used where it is 
accessible to children. We accepted one 
tender, the work was completed, and the man 
was paid. We did not analyse the paint 
because we thought we were dealing with a 
man who would honour his obligations. 

~Ir. Low: He did not know it had lead 
in it. · 

:Mr. POWER: Did he buy it ready mixed, 
or did he mix it himselH 

Mr. Low: He bought it from a firm. 

Mr. POWER: In any case, the responsi­
bility wa~ his, not the department's. He 
did a job, for which he was paid. We then 
learnt that the paint contained lead and he 
has been directed that he must remove that 
paint and repaint the school at his own 
expense. We told him to carry out certain 
works and he signed a contract and specifica­
tions which provided that lead paint would 
not be used where it was accessible to chil­
dren. He used lead paint and he must now 
remove it. The department cannot be criti­
cised or blamed for the actions of a man 
vvho did not play the game. 

Mr. Low: He told me your inspector 
sa~d he was after the chap who supplied the 
pamt. 

Mr. POWER: We are not concerned 
about the man who supplied the paint. That 
is entirely a matter for the Health Depart­
ment. This man did not carry out the con­
ditions of the contract and he has to repaint 
the school at his own expense. The hon. 
member criticised the department. There is 
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an explanation of the whole thing and I am 
giving the true facts. I think the hon. 
meniber told me the man was a farmer. 

:Mr. Low: He is a very decent fellow 
and I think you will find he bought the 
paint and the chap who sold it to him put 
it over him. 

:Mr. POWER: But the hon. member 
criticised the department. He said that we 
passed the work, paid for it and now had 
to do the work all over again. We acceptea 
the man as being bona fide and when we 
found that he was not we directed them to 
correct the position. Could any department 
do more than thaU 

I thank the hon. member for Keppel for 
his kindly remarks. According to the list he 
read out today, the officers of the depart­
ment have treated him very well. Let me 
repeat here that I do not decide what works 
have to be carried out. It would be unfair 
for me to decide that one job should receive 
preference over another or whether work should 
be carried out in the Oxley electorate or in 
my electorate. We have inspectors making 
continual inspections and ascertaining which 
are the most urgent and most important 
works. Acting on the recommendations of 
my officers I approve of certain expenditure. 
When the expenditure exceeds a certah1 sum, 
the matter must go to the Executive Council. 

Mr. Kerr: What is the amount? 

Mr. POWER: £1,000. I am glad to know 
that we have at least one satisfied custome,r 
and one hon. member who is satisfied with 
his deal from the department. 

The amalgamation of local authority areas 
also was mentioned by the hon. member for 
Ke.ppel, who suggested that certain action 
should be taken in regard to certain shires 
in his electorate. I point out to him that we 
do not propose to interfere with the work of 
any local authority, but if a request comes 
for a variation of boundaries it will receive. 
due consideration. I believe that there is still 
room-and this is my own opinion and is not 
Government policy-for the amalgamation of 
a number of small local authorities in the 
State. I know that p!lople are be.coming more 
conscious of the fact that amalgamation is 
desirable. Representatives of quite a number 
of local authorities have discussed the matter 
with me and are watching ve;ry closely what 
takes place on the South Coast and at Too­
woomba. As the result of the merging of 
local authorities in the Toowoomba area, 
there has been a reduction in rates. The hon. 
membe.r for Cooroora said that the amalgama­
tion of local authorities on the South Coast 
resulted in increased costs. That is not so. 
Mr. Lou Barnes, an ex-Independent member 
of this Parliament, rightly pointed out to 
Mr. Low, of the South Coast Town Council, 
that it was the extra work that was being 
done, that brought about the increase in costs. 
There are fewer employees in the town of 
South Coast than before. Mr. Low met me 
on a deputation and he was quite annoyed 
abeut the allocation of plant from the N erang 
Shire. Council, part of which area went into 
the South Coast. He contended that the Town 
of .South Coast Council was entitled to certain 

plant. I was not in a position to adjudicate 
and the matter was referred to the Dire.ctor 
of Local Government, who said that the 
council was entitled to a certain amount of 
money. Mr. Low wanted certain machinery; 
if he wants a motor-car from he;re and a 
wheel off this tractor, there would be two 
local authorities, a shire and a town, each 
having not sufficient plant to do its work. 
The old Southport Town Council hired part 
of the Nerang shire's plant for many years. 
Because Mr. Low could not get his own way 
he said that he was totally dissatisfied with 
my allocation of materials. I did not make 
the allocation. I approved of the allocation 
made by skilled technical officers, more 
skilled than Mr. Low, of South Coast fame, 
who on one occasion plagarised a report on 
transport and furnished it to the House. 

The hon. member for Enoggera 2tated that 
the hon. member for Keppel must have found 
a way of appealing to the Minister to get 
what he, wanted. If the hon. member for 
Enoggera had listened intently he would have 
heard the hon. member for Keppel say that 
if any hon. member appealed to the Minister 
he was sure he, would get justice. Every hon. 
member in this Chamber has got justice and 
has been fairly well treated. Virtually every 
member who has spoken today has corn­
mended the departme;nt and myself on the 
way the work is being carried out. 

The hon. member for Enoggera said he 
was prepared to state a case on behalf of 
his district. I have no objection to that. I 
am willing to help him and I have already 
done so. We have already made provision 
for the purpose of overcoming the shortage 
of class-rooms at the Mitehelton State 
school. Provision has been made for two 
temporary classrooms and a site has been 
selected for a new school too. The land 
was bought by my department at the request 
of the Department of Public Instruction. 
The proposal was submitted to the Co­
ordinator-General of Public Works, but he 
did not approve of the building of a new 
school at the time. However, I assure the 
hon. member that the matter will be resub­
mitted to the Co-ordinator-General and every 
endeavour will be made to help the hon. 
member in the matter of providing sufficient 
schooling accommodation. 

The hon. member referred to the increas­
ed population in the area-a very good 
thing for this country that I hope will 
continue. While we appreciate the efforts of 
school committees in collecting data relating 
to the increase in the number of school 
children, and the schooling accommodation 
required in the future, I want to intimate 
to hon. members that the department also 
has the matter in hand and that these items 
are not overlooked by it. I can assure the 
hon. member for Enoggera tliat no child in 
Queensland has been denied education 
through any shortage in schooling accom­
modation, despite six years of war and the 
shortage of teachers. 

The matter will be closely watched and 
the proposal for a new school at Mitchelton 



1590 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Suppl:y. 

will be submitted to the Co-ordinator-General 
again on the return of the Labour Govern­
ment after the next elections with perhaps 
a greater majority than they have now and 
also pre-supposing that the hon. mem her 
himself is able to defeat Mrs. Groom in 
the plebiscite for a political candidate to 
contest the Mt. Cootha seat. 

Let me also tell the hon. member that I 
have in the heart of my electorate the 
Petrie Terrace Girls and Infants' School, a 
building over 80 years old. It is one of the 
oldest in Queensland and it was recently 
painted. There is the suggestion that land 
should be resumed and a new school should 
be erected, but I am not prepared to auth­
orise the resumption of the homes of the 
people at the present time "for the building 
of a new school there. 

The hon. member referred also to repairs 
to the dressing sheds at the Wilston State 
SchooL That matter does not come within 
the ambit of my department_ It comes 
under the control of the Secretary for 
Public Instruction and I suppose that 
when his Estimates come forward later in 
the day the hon. member will be quite 
capable of presenting the case to my col­
league. 

Mr. Morris: I should .like to feel that I 
shall have that opportunity. 

Mr. BURROWS -(Port Curtis) ( 4.40 
p.m.): I want to congratulate 'the depart­
ment on its activities. It is more severely 
handicapped by present shortages than any 
other department but notwithstanding that 
great handicap it has, to its credit, come out 
very satisfactorily over the last 12 months. 
In fact, its results have been remarkable. 
This is the first occasion on which the Minis­
ter has piloted the Estimates of this depart­
ment through the Committee and I could not 
help noticing the change that has taken place 
in the tone in the debate since he introduced 
his first Vote. Immediately after his appoint­
ment the Opposition, particularly the Q.P.P., 
appeared to set upon him after the style of 
a rival football team setting upon one player 
on the opposing side. He suffered from a 
tirade of abuse and dirty inferences. It 
is pleasing to see that he has survived them 
all and has acquitted himself very well. In 
fact, the changed attitude reminds me of 
the words of Oliver Goldsmith_:_ 

"And fools, who came to scoff, remained 
to pray.'' 

The Opposition had the decency to admit that 
the Minister has acquitted himself very well. 
His job has been made much easier by the 
fact that he has a good staff. Generally 
speaking, Queensland is fortunate in having 
such an efficient staff in an important depart­
ment. 

Mention has been made of the architectural 
section of the department. If this particular 
section was credited with the prescribed 
architect's fees how would it show up' The 
figures would be interesting. I am confident 
that if it was credited with the usual archi-

tect's fees of 6 per cent. for the preparation 
of the plans and supervision of work the 
return it would get would more than offset 
the costs of this sub-department and leave a 
substantial credit in its favour. 

I was secretary of a hospitals board for a 
number of years. Like the majority of such 
boards, we stuck to the Department of Works 
and obtained a large amount of valuable 
supervision and advice. That is not actually 
recorded in the department. We found that 
?Y consulting the department on many points 
m regard to hospitals alone we received 
immense assistance, The inspectorial branch 
of the department was equally co-operative. 

When we consider the work of the depart­
ment we immediately think of the 'traditional 
'' ~overnment specifications.'' That is a 
thmg I hope we shall never lose sight· of in 
Queensland. It is a common saying in the 
country-" It is built to Government speci­
fications.'' I saw an advertisement offering 
a house for sale, and a few of the words in 
that adyer.tisement spoke v~lumes8 In giving 
a descnptwn of the home 1t said ''Built to 
Workers' Dwelling standards.'' T~se words 
sugg. a great deaL The standards and 
specifications of the Department of Public 
Works are a good lead to private builders 
and if we did not have them I shudder t~ 
think to what a low ebb our building speci­
fications and standards might sink. 

In common with the practice adopted by 
other members-and I am not quarrelliu» 
with that; they have pushed their own littl~ 
barrows-! wish to point out that Ghdstoue 
ih my electorate can claim to have the Mggest 
increase in population of any country town 
in Queensland. It is difficult for the depart­
ment an(l Government bodies to keep in step 
with the general progress of the town, in 

.respect of schools, police stations, etc. In 
Gladstone the position is acute. The lnst 
census revealed a 58-per cent. increa8e in 
population. I was speaking to the mayor 
yesterday and he told me that in one camp 
at Barney 's Point the council had to make 
arrangements for hygienic facilities for the 
benefit of the campers. Most of the men at 
this camp were engaged in carting coal, and 
there were 250 people there altogether. That 
is not many in the city, but in a town with 
a population of about 6,000 it is a big 
increase. 

Our schools are very much over-crowded. 
~A cyclone completely wrecked the convent 
school and the overcrowding became more 
acute because the State school was already 
overcrowded. 

The convent school which accmnmodated 
approximately 150 pupils was completely 
wrecked. A bulldozer could not have pushed 
it over more completely and made a better 
job. The question arose where to send these 
school children. I took rart in the consul­
tations of leading men m town and subse­
quently the council agreed that if the convent 
school continued its work the council would 
make the town hall available for the purpose. 
The town hall in Gladstone is not a good 
hall. It is not very popular. For a dance 
hall, the design is wrong. The town council; 
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at a :full meeting, very generously offered the 
use of this hall to the Sisters of Mercy to 
enable them to carry on the convent school. 

:Mr. H. B. Taylor: Free of charge? 

lUr. BURROWS: Yes, free of charge. 
This action was applauded by 99.9 per cent. 
of the people of Gladstone and I- think that 
if a vote of the people of Queensland was 
taken the percentage in :favour would be 
about the same. If I was given an hour to 
collect adjectives to describe a rotten publicta­
tion that calls itself "The Clarion" I should 
not be able to get enough suitable words 
to describe how low this paper got down into 
t·he gutter. If ever I needed an argument in 
favour of a controlled Press this particular 
journal is it. This was not "The Clarion's" 
business at all but although the action of 
the town council was sup[JOrted by 99.9 per 
cent. of the people of Gladstone the article 
in this journal attacked this action. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
Keyatta): Order! 

:Mr. Aikens: You might tell us a}?out 
the Lodge story. 

Mr. BURROWS: Every time I mention 
"The Worker" the hon. member .for Mun­
dingburra perspires. I will certainly keep off 
''The Clarion'' and I hope every decent 
person in Queensland does the same. By an 
accident of birth I do not belf!ng to the 
Roman Catholic Church but I have never been 
more ashamed of being a Protestant than 
when I read that article attacking this action. 
I feel it my duty to mention it here. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I draw the hon. member '11 attention to the 
fact that he is a long way off the subject 
matter of the debate. · 

:Mr. BURROWS: Local government is 
being discussed today and in the past three 
years, dnring the course of the debates here 
and the questions asked in this Chamber, I. 
could not help noticing that there are always 
two lines from which to attack the Govern­
ment in regard to their attitudes towards 
local authorities. One day the Opposition 
take the Government to task and want them 
to give local authorities financial relief and 
some relief from responsibilities in which 
financial consideration is required but the 
next day the Opposition cry that the Govern­
ment are interfering too much with the work 
of local authorities. I have frequently 
thought how inconsistent they are in their 
preachings. In other words, the ideal, as 
enunciated by the Opposition, is that local 
authorities should be able to choose what they 
want to do and they ·should be able to push 
back onto the Government anything they do 
not wish to do or it does not suit them to 
do. 

We hear many suggestions that the Govern­
ment interfere too much with local 
authorities-the Government want to know too 
much about what they are doing. One would 
not need much imagination to realise that 
the total investment!! of local authorities run 
into many millions of pounds and all that 

loan money is guaranteed by the Treasury, 
backed by the Government. The guarantor 
of an account is entitled to know a little 
about the business of the person he is guaran­
teeing, how much money is being spent, and 
whether an asset is being crGlated by its 
expenditure. 

I remember reading about local government 
in America some years ago. There, when a 
local authority went out of office, the incom­
ing authority sacked the police, the sheriff 
and ,tJverybody else, and some went so far as 
to repudiate all loans borrowed by the 
previous local authority. The result was that 
the local authorities had to pay exorbitant 
rates of interest because the lenders realised 
that they had to get back their money during 
the life of the local authority borrowing it, 
plus interest and plus a little for risk of 
dissolution before time. Hon. members would 
appreciate the handicap that would be to local 
authorities there. I am sure they can also 
appreciate the chaotic condition into which 
local-authority finance would get if the 
Government did not guarantee local-authority 
loans. It could happen that the bankers 
might favour a Labour council in O'lle area 
and lend it money at 1 per cent. less interest 
than they would charge a Tory council in 
another area, or vice versa. 

The majority of inembers of local govern­
ing bodies, those with expe1·ience in particu-
1~, realise that the co-operation of the 
GOvernment is necessary if they are to operate 
satisfactorily. All the local authorities with 
which I have been associated have spoken very 
highly of the officers of the Department of 
Public Works and there is certainly no 
antagonism between the officers of the local 
authorities and the officers of the Depart­
ment of Public Works. 

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) ( 4.59 
p.m.): Mr. Manu, or Mr. Keyatta, whoever 
it is--

~Ir. Lnckins: The Keyatta man. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the 
hon. member for Maree not to be :facetious 
towards the Chair. 

:Mr. AIKENS: I was just remarking how 
stiff I was that you should have returned to 
the chair just as it was my turn to speak. 
They have had a wonderful go all day. They 
have touched on every subject under the sun 
from the Attorney-General's Department to 
the United Nations Charter, and now you 
have come back to the chair I suppose I shall 
have to keep within the ambit of this vote. 
Nevertheless, I shall endeavour to do so. 

I just want to say about the Secretary for 
Public Works, Housing and Local Govern­
ment, who is piloting his Estimates through 
the Committee at present and who is in charge 
of the Chamber, that, strangely enough­
and this might surprise many hon. members­
! find in dealing with him as a member 
of Parliament to a Minister that he is very 
courteous, very considerate, and very informa­
tive. In that respect he differs from some 
of his ministerial colleagues. 
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the 
hon. member will confine his remarks to the 
matter before the Committee. We are not 
discussing the members of the Cabinet; we 
are discussing the Chief Office Vote of the 
Department of Public Works. 

Mr. AIKENS: Am I not in order, 
Mr. Mann, in comparing the courtesy and 
consideration I as a member of Parliament 
recei~e from the Secretary for Public .Works, 
Rousmg, and Local Government with the 
lack of consideration I receive from most 
of the other Ministers~ I want to say that 
that hon. gentleman does not adopt the dirty, 
cheap little tactics adopted by most other 
Ministers inasmuch as when I am informed 
of work to be done--and I take it that this 
applies to all non-Labour members of this 
Committee-the Minister sees that my letter 
is promptly dispatched to me after it is typed 
and signed, whereas other Ministers sign 
all letters on the same day, but in particular 
regard to the Ayr A.L.P. see to it that the 
secretary gets his letter 11 days to a fort­
night before I get mine despite the fact that 
the letters are dated the same date. 

Until the present Attorney-General stopped 
the practice, not so long ago, the A.L.P. 
officials at Ayr nominated men for appoint­
ment as justices of the p~ace--

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. AIKENS: I want to say to the Secre­
tary for Public Works, Housing, and Local 
Government, whilst I do not want to pay him 
any compliments in respect of other matters, 
in which there is considerable room for 
improvement in many respects, but as a mem­
ber of Parliament dealing with the hon. 
gentleman regarding matters concerning my 
electorate that come under his department I 
have no complaint whatever. 

In one of his outbursts of frankness this 
morning, which are characteristic of him, the 
Minister made a statement about the con­
ditions that exist today in North Queensland. 
He said-and you will notice, Mr. Manu, 
how I am skirting within the Standing Orders 
in saying this-that subsequent to the recent 
cyclone or typhoon at Hughenden he gave 
orders immediately that materials were to be 
transported from Charters Towers to Hughen · 
den to relieve the position there, but he said 
that this material could not be taken from 
Charters Towers to Hughenden by road 
because the road was not trafficable. What 
a condemnation and what an indictment on 
his Government to know that a road 
to a point ohly 200 miles from the 
coast in North Queensland was untraffic· 
able to urgently needed mat!)rials! 
Those materials could not be carted from 
Charters Towers to Hughenden by road. We 
are fortunate that there was no serious los3 
of life or injuries in the recent Hughenden 
cyclone, because if there had been the forces 
of mercy, the doctors and the ambulance, 
would not have got through by road. They 
would have had to travel by air or train. Such 
is the condition of affairs in North Queens­
land, about which I am continually complain­
ing. And after I complain members of the 

Labour Party stand up one after the other in 
dreary procession and say that I have no right 
to complain of conditions in North Queens­
land, that I have no right to compare them 
with what exists here. I take it that if that 
cyclone or typhoon or outsize willy·w~ily had 
struck Dalby or Roma or some other place 
200 miles from Brisbane there would have 
been no difficulty in getting the materials 
through by road from Brisbane, but ill }io1"th 
Queensland any point 200 miles from the 
coast is almost inaccessible by road. 

I want the Minister to clear up one point 
in connection with his remarks. I made an 
interjection with regard to architects. Some­
times the Minister is a little difficult to 
understand, as he has a somewhat staccato 
style of pronunciation. I took him to say-­
and I do not want him to think I am 
deliberately misinterpreting his remarks­
that certain architects were more or less 
supplying information or more or less urging 
members here to press for different types 
and standards of buildings so that they could 
reap the benefit of the extr~ costs th~t. the 
buildings would involve. I thmk the Mm:..ster 
said later that the architects were not paid on 
a percentage basis. This is the only interpre­
tation that I could place on his remarks. If 
the architects are not paid on a percentage 
basis and merely get the wages or fees by 
virtue of their position as public serv~:mts, 
then the design does not matter ve:;y much­
whether the buildings are expensively con­
structed or cheaply constructed. 

Mr. Power: I referred to private 
architects. 

Mr. AIKENS: Then. that cl~ars the 
matter right up. If pnvate architects a:;e 
employed by the Department. of Pubhc 
Works naturally they must be paid a percent­
age of the cost of the building in accordan?e 
with the architects' scale of charges. I did 
not know that private architects were 
employed by the department. 

Mr. Jesson: Mostly on hospitals. 

Mr. AIKENS: I did not know where 
they were, but I wanted to know. 

I should also like him to tell me whether 
the Department of Public Works is purely 
and simply the constructing authority for all 
other government departments in the State, 
with the exception of the Railway Depart­
ment. If the Department of Public Instruc­
tion wants a building erected by the Depart­
ment of Public Works, does it send along a 
drawing or a suggestion of the type of 
building to be erected, or is the Department 
of Public Works alone responsible for it. 
Let us suppose that the Department of 
Public Instruction says to the Department 
of Public Works, "We want a new school at 
Pimlico to cost about £20,000.'' Does the 
Department of Public Instruction submit 
plans of the proposed building, or does it 
leave it entirely to the Department of Public 
Works to erect the type of building that it, 
the Department of Public Works, thinks 
suitable for that locality1 Is the Department 
of Public Works not only the constructing 
authority but also the designing authority 
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for all public works :in Queensland 'I 1 
really thought that the department concerned 
gave the Department of Public Works a 
tentative design of the building it wanted 
constructed by the Department of Public 
Works and the Department of Public Works 
constructed a building for it accordingly. I 
do not know just what is the position, but 
I hope that the Secretary for Public Works 
will clear the matter up. 

1 want to pay a tribute to the Department 
of Public Works in connection with urgen1 
jobs carried out in the interests of bush 
schools throughout North Queensland. One 
of the most irritating difficulties under which 
scholars have to study at bush schools in 
North Queensland in the summer is the fly 
and mosquito menace. For two or three years 
the wet season may not be very heavy, and 
on that account the mosquito menace and the 
fly menace may not be so heavy either, but 
then there may come a particularly wet 
season with a flush of grass. Then the little 
scholars have to go to the little bush school 
and study in a cloud of flies and mosquitoes 
in the day-time. 

I should not like any hon. member here' 
to ,think that in the tropical North 

mosquitoes infest buildings and pester people 
only at night-time. At times they are just 
as bad in the day-time as in the night-time. 
On one occasion I made urgent representa­
tions to the Department of Public Works 
to have some of the bush schools fly-proofed 
against mosquitoes and flies and it was not a 
questio:n of waiting long months before the 
job was done. It was passed on to the local 
man in Townsville and the job was done 
almost immediately. I want to commend the 
Minister for that and I hope he will continue 
to follow that policy of proceeding with 
urgent jobs without going through the 
ramifications of red tape before doing so. 

We have in Townsville an entirely new 
suburb in the Pimlico-Armstrong Estate 
area. The Minister has been responsible for 
the erection of many new homes under the 
Queensland Housing Commission on the Arm­
strong Estate and the Garbutt Estate, and 
many private homes have been erected on 
the Garbutt Estate. There we have an 
entirely new suburb, without any school 
within a reasonable distance. The children 
from the Armstrong Estate and Garbutt 
Estate have to go long distances to school 
at Aikenvale, or a similarly long distance to 
the Mundingburra State school or a longer 
distance still to the Hermit Park State school. 
I appeal not only to the Secretarv for 
Public Works but the Secretary for Public 
Instruction for plans to be drawn up as 
quickly as possible for the establishment of 
a primary school to serve the Pimlico area. 
That is a big suburb and is becoming better 
established every day. The Armstrong-Garbutt 
Estate suburbs are growing like mushrooms. 
It is unfortunate that the ehildren in those 
areas have to travel long distances to school. 
I hope that both Ministers mentioned will 
get on with the erection of a much-needed 
school. 

The matter I am about to mention is one 
which the Minister should give attention to 
and should be a matter of Government policy. 
I understand that when a department decides 
to proceed with the erection of a building 
it merely tells the Department of Public 
Works to go ahead with its erection. Conse­
quently we see many fine schools erected in 
what are described as a barren wilderness. 
When the department prepares plans and 
specifications for the erection of a building 
it should also prepare plans for the lay-out 
of the grounds. Provision should also be 
made for recreational areas, facilities for 
garden plots and organised orderly tree­
planting, so that the building will not be 
surrounded by a treeless waste. Even if it 
is necessary for the Minister to appoint a 
landscape gardener he would be well advised 
to attach such a man to his department so 
that fine public buildings, such as schools, 
can be surrounded by an avenue of trees, 
well-laid-out grounds, :tecreational facilities 
and the ordinary amenities and facilities 
associated with such a building. 

If I am permitted to digress a little I 
should like to deal with the Licensing Com­
mission. Following legislation introduced by 
this Government some time ago a Licensing 
Commission was established. Now, when one 
wants to transfer a liquor license--

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. AIKENS: Or when 
wants--

anyone 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Licensing 
Commission comes under the vote of the 
Department of Justice and has nothing what­

, ever to do with this department. 

Mr. AIKENS: I know that but I found 
everyone else had an open go--

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. AIKENS: I am very unfortunate, 
Mr. Mann, that you came back into the chair 
but in view of the fact that you are here 
I am not going to ''go '' you or run counter 
to your ruling or wishes. I am particularly 
unfortunate that I am not able to deal 
with the Licensing Commission and one or 
two other matters, but having said that and 
having had my say on this vote I will resume 
my seat. 

Mr. J. R. TAYLOR (Maranoa) (5.15 
p.m.) : I cannot let the occasion pass without 
making my contribution to this debate. I 
regard this department as being a very 
important one. I wish to say that on every 
occasion that I have visited the various sub­
departments I have had good service and 
received a very courteous hearing. The Minis­
ter and each and every one of his officers 
have been very courteous to me. 

I do not know whether I am fortunate, but 
I made a suggestion that this department 
should consider building homes for the 
workers in Roma. I put the proposal to the 
Minister and I showed him the land that we 
suggested could be used for the purpose and 
within a very short space of time the project 
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was under way. Perhaps the contractor ~ay 
be a little slow in beginning, but that is 
not the fault of the department, which met 
him in every way and with whose treatment 
he was satisfied. Up to date the contractor 
has not been able to begin work but he told 
me recently that he would be able to make 
a start in the very near future. Much the 
same position obtains in other areas in my 
electorate. Something similar has happened 
at Mitchell and I understand the Queensland 
Housing Commission is going to make 
inquiries about the building of workers' homes 
in Injune. I have always found the Minister 
ready and willing to give every help. 

One of the most important sub-departments 
is that of Local Government. Only last week 
I had the pleasure of going to St. George 
with the Minister, who opened the water 
scheme that was sanctioned by his depart­
ment. This scheme was discussed two years 
ago, plans were drawn and S\Jbmitted to the 
department, and on Friday the water was 
turned on and one could hear on all sides 
praises from the people of the Government 
for the work done by the department. It 
will be of great benefit to the people there. 
Dirranbandi also has a water supply for the 
town area that was sanctioned by the depart­
ment. The improvement effected at St. 
George by the water supply is amazing. 
Although the people there had a good bore 
system previously, the water from it was 
not suitable for the gardens from which they 
obtained their vegetable supply. Bore water 
that containing so much soda as the St. 
George bore is not suitable for gardening, 
but now the people will derive great benefit 
from the new supply. 

A similar position obtains at Surat. The 
Minister on this trip as late as last Saturday 
inspected a water scheme for Surat sanctioned 
by his department. This work is not done 
by the Government but by the councils con­
cerned under the day-labour system, which 

' has proved very satisfactory. 
This department is doing a wonderful job. 

Everybody knows-it has been discussed on 
numerous occasions in this Chamber-that 
there are shortages of material and labour, 
but despite these ~hortages the Government 
are able to get things done. For instance, 
a splendid job has been made of the installa­
tion of the septic system at thf Roma High 
School. It was pointed out to the officers 
of the section of the department who control 
these things that such a system was necessary 
and realising this to be so they got quickly 
to work and had the septic installation made. 

On numerous occasions I have had con­
ferences with the various sub-departments 
and recently it was agreed that alterations 
should be made to the court houses in Mitchell 
and Surat and numerous other buildings in 
my electorate. We hope that the shortage 
of materials and labour will not always exist, 
but even under present conditions this depart­
ment is making an excellent showing. 

I rose particularly to congratulate the 
Minister and every officer in his department 
on courtesy with which they treat inter­

viewers. I -know that they are interviewed 

by many people about homes and accommo­
dation and on each and every occasion on 
which I have made a submission to them, 
although they may not have been able to 
do anything at the moment they have shown 
me every consideration and given every pos­
sible help. The amount of work that the 
Housing Commission is doing in building 
homes for the workers alone deserves some 
special mention. . The housing position in 
Queensland, as in every other State in the 
Commonwealth and probably every- other 
country in the world, is not good but know­
ing the amount of work that this department 
has done in the past we feel that it will 
not be very long before there will be some 
indication that all who want homes will be 
able to get them. The conditions under 
which people can either buy or rent homes 
from this department are very encouraging. 
I understand even better conditions are about 
to be provided for the workers and when they 
become law they will be of great benefit to 
them. I again congratulate the department 
on the work that is being done. 

Mr. KERR (Oxley) (5.26 p.m.): I did 
not intend to speak on this vote, but I felt 
that I should be rather churlish if I allowed 
this opportunity to go by without recording 
my appreciation of the expedition with 
which the Minister has attended to repre­
sentations made by me for improvements 
to schools in my electorate. 

I remember one famous occasion when :m 
hon. member o:J' this Assembly was pointing 
out that credit should be given where it 
was due. He spoke about the busy bull and 
the indefatigable ram. I am not going to 
compare 'the qualities of the artisans of the 
Department of Public Works with the 
physical attributes of the busy bull or the 
indefatigable ram, although the Minister 
got very close to that this afternoon when 
he said there was a great increase in popu­
lation in the Enoggera electorate since the 
present hon. member was elected to repre­
sent it. I do not know how far he was 
going to go, but he stopped there. 

The officers of this department have 
shown a marked improvement in the execu­
tion of their work over the last two or 
three years, and I commend ·them for it. 
The department had got into rather slack 
ways. When the Minister took it over he 
said he would stir things up. He has done 
that, and I give him credit :for it. 

All the schools in my area have been 
concreted underneath. The hon. member for 
Keppel quoted a long list of works done in 
his electorate since he has been the hon. 
member for, Keppel and -we took a rather 
frivolous attitude to what he was saying 
but appreciated the lead he was giving us 
to get extra work done. -

The Government have promised a post­
primary school in my electorate. Land hss 
been acquired in the Oxley electorate--now 
the Sherwood electorate-for the establish­
ment of a post-primary school, but I do not 
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think even the wildest optimist would be­
lieve that we shall have a post-primary 
school for many yl)ars yet. It certainly 
would help to solve the accommodation 
problem of our present institutions. I hope 
the Government do not lose sight of that 
fact, because in every metropolitan area 
the intake of • pupils is growing each year, 
not by dozens but by hundreds, and far 
exceeds the numbers going out. The increase 
is so great that .extra accommodation will 
have to be provided in every metropolitan 
area in the next two or three years. 

The same thing applies to school grounds. 
In .:;ome of our metropolitan and suburban 
schools we have not got enough playing 
area and special consideration should be 
given to increasing it. If we do not do 
them now these things will cost considerably 
more in the future. 

With regard to some public works under­
taken in Queensland, a great loss of money 
is taking place throughout the State because 
workmen have to while away their time wait­
ing for materials to come onto 'the job. This 
is more marked in the country than in the 
metropolitan area but it is also noticeable here. 
I appreciate the fact that the department 
must hold its men to carry out its works, but 
at the same time there should be closer 
supervision to save our money by seeing that 
every essential material to carry out a job 
is on it before the men are taken there. An 
effort should be made to avoid this delay. I 
say again that a tremendous amount is being 
lost. I noticed such a loss at the Balonne 
weir. With my own eyes I saw tlozens of 
men sitting waiting for materials to arrive; 
they were being paid and there was not a 
skerrick of work for them to do. There was 
no cement or steel and the men had to sit 
idly by. Such things must involve heavy 
expenditure on these works. 

Mr. Power: How long ago was this? 

Mr. KERR: It w:as some time ago. That· 
was the position I.saw with my own eyes; the 
men had nothing to do because there was no 
material with which to work. I refer to the 
Balonne River at St. George. 

Mr. Power: What job? 

Mr. KERR: The weir at St. George, the 
water-supply scheme that the Minister opened 
the other day. It would be interesting if that 
hon. gent.leman would give us the original 
tender for the job and the reason why it was 
not accepted and the cost of the job in its 
finished state. I am pointing these things 
out, because that state of affairs is of general 
•application in a major or minor degree. It 
is something to be watched, and I repeat in 
fairness to the department that I know it 
has to retain its men. It does cost money if 
you retain men and they have nothing to do. 
Close supervision would see that men are not 
put onto a job when there is no real work or 
when there is no continuity of work to keep 
them gainfully employed. 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public Works, Housing and Local 
Government) (5.34 p.m.): There are only 

one or two matters to which I want to reply. 
I thank the hon. member for Port Curtis for 
his kindly reference to the work of my depart­
ment. I visited Gladstone recently because 
many matters were brought under my notice 
by the hon. member that required attention. 
As a result of my visit, quite a number of jobs 
agitating the minds of the Gladstone people 
and the hon. member himself were attended 
to. When the cyclone struck Gladstone, 
thanks to the organisation of the officials of 
the department, everything was straightened 
out to the satisfaction of the hon. member. 
That is the way a Government should act 
and how a department should be controlled. 

The hon. member for Mundingburra was 
very complimentary of me-quite unusual of 
him-but in the course of his remarks he 
said that, ''strangely enough,'' I had done 
t~ose things. That is part of my make-up­
kmdness. I always believe in being kind and 
charitable to my opponents. No-one can 
accuse me of being unkind or ungenerous · 
it is the way in which I have been trained. 
I feel sympathetic towards a number of 
people, and I often feel very sympathetic 
towards the hon. member for Mundingburra 
because of the tragic position in which he is 
placed himself. 

However, after complimenting me the hon. 
me~ber seized upon some small thing out of 
wh1ch he thought he could make some political 
capital. He raised the banner of the people 
of the North and of the districts of the 
North. But did he some time ago ask 
the Minister for Transport a question about 
the building of a new railway station at 
Hughenden when he, the alleged champion of 
the people of the North, did not know that 
the new railway station had already been 
builH 

Mr. Aikens: I knew it. 

Mr. POWER: If the hon. member knew 
it, why did he make an ass of himself by 
asking a question about it' 

Mr. Aikens: I wanted the Minister to 
confirm the fact. 

Mr. POWER: He went on to say that 
the road from Charters Towers to Hughenden 
at a certain time was in an untrafficable 
state. Let me tell him that about 4 o'clock 
on the Sunday afternoon I was told by the 
Secretary for Health and Home Affairs, the 
representative of the district, that there had 
been a cyclone at Hughenden. He, as 
Minister in charge of the police, got in touch 
with the police authorities. We moved 
quickly. We had everything marshalled that 
night. It is true that. the road was bad, but 
only because of the weeks of rain that had 
fallen there. Many other roads in Queens­
land, and particularly in the west, get into 
an untrafficable state because of rain, but 
the hon. member for Mundingburta wanted 
to make some political kudos out of the 
situation. He wanted to say that the road 
was untrafficable under any condition. We 
immediately marshalled a special train, to be 
dispatched the next day. We got word about 
the cyclone at 4 o'clock on the Sunday after­
noon. The men were called up that night, 
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there was a stand-by until next morning. At 
daylight next morning the special train moved 
out from Charters Towers to Hughenden and 
at 4 o'clock that afternoon they were unload­
ing the material and going ahead with the 
job. What more could the hon. member for 
Mundingburra wanU Could he expect any­
thing better than thaU Everybody was 
satisfied with the exception of one man, who 
tried to score off the department, but when 
the acid test was applied to him, to point 
out even one case where there had been unfair 
treatment, he was unable to do so. I now 
accept his apology for his inability to sub­
stantiate even one of his charges. 

Only yesterday the hon. member for Stanley 
approached me and the Acting Premier with 
the object of getting help sent to Toogoola­
wah after a storm at that town. Here again 
we moved quickly. The material has been 
assembled and will be sent to Toogoolawah 
as promptly as possible. We are proud of 
our organisation in this respect. We move 
quickly. The Labour Party's policy la­
initiative and referendum-not too much 
referendum but plenty of initiative. 

The hon. member for Mundingburra 
referred to my remark about the payment of 
architects. I do not want to be misunder­
stood. I pointed out that certain architects 
were critical about the design of public build­
ings, but my attitude is that the greater the 
cost in the preparation of plans the greater 
amount to be paid to private architects. I 
quite agree that it would be an advantage to 
have many things done, but we must husband 
our resources. There is the shortage of 
material, and we are not in the position at 
the moment to do many of the things we 
should like to do. It is all right for an out­
side man to be critical and advocate the 
expenditure of a lot of money, but when it 
comes to the expenditure of his own money 
he very often prefers to husband it. Whilst 
I am Minister in charge of this department 
I will endeavour to see that the construction 
of public buildings and amenities attached 
to them are built at the one and the same 
time. Our architects are paid salaries fixed 
either by agreement or the Industrial Court. 

The hon. member also wanted to know 
whether the department is responsible for 
the preparation of plans and designs. The 
procedure is that when a request is made 
for the erection of a building the depart­
ment's technical officers confer with the 
officers of the department desirous of having 
the building constructed. They fix the 
space required and my department is 
responsible for the external designs. A 
sketch plan is prepared and further confer­
ences are held between the technical officers 
of my department and the officers of the 
department concerned. When the. sk~tch 
plan is approved plans and specrficat10ns 
are prepared. In some cases where we have 
not the men or material available we call 
for tenders for the work. A departmental 
inspector frequently travels throughout the 
district he is assigned to inspecting build· 
ings where repairs or additions are desired 
and he makes recommendations accordingly. 

The hon. member for Mundingburra 
referred to the mosquito menace that exists 
in many parts of the State. The work of 
eradication is one of the duties of a local 
authority. The hon. member is really con­
demning himself, for he exposed the inabil­
ity of the Townsville City Council of which 
he was a member and from which he has 
recently been removed by defeat at the 
elections, to deal with the mosquito menace. 

Mr. AIKENS: I rise to a point o:f order. 
I did not refer to the control of the mos­
quito menace in the Townsville City Council 
area. I referred to the bush areas. It is 
impossible for a shire council to eradicate 
mosquitoes or their breeding grounds in 
bush areas. 

Mr. POWER: The fact remains that the 
responsibility for the eradication of mos­
quitoes-and there are quite a number of 
them in Queensland-is one . for the local 
authority concerned. When I have been on 
a tour of inspection of buildings under my 
control I have had the mosquito menace 
forcibly brought home to me; I noticed it 
in Townsville and the hon. member, although 
defeated at the last elections in Townsville, 
must accept his share of the responsibility 
of the existence of mosquitoes and their 
breeding grounds in Townsville. The Gov­
ernment, in order to help local authorities 
in the work of eradication, subsidise thelr 
efforts by 50 per cent. I will ask the 
Director of Local Government to take the 
matter up with the local authorities in whose 
areas these schools exist and ask him to have 
inspections made, particularly of the alleged 
breeding grounds, to see what can be done. 

Mr. Aikens: If he comes to me I will 
give him a long list. 

Mr. POWER: Probably one of the areas 
is in the Garbutt district, which is part of 
the Townsville City Council area. The 
Townsville electors had the good sense to 
reject the hon. member for neglecting his 
responsibilities in that 1lirection. 

The hon. member also referred to the need 
for the erection of a primary school in the 
Pimlico-Armstrong Estate and Garbntt 
area. The preparation of plans for a school 
there has not yet been referred to my 
department but I understand that the 
Department of Public Instruction is con­
sidering the purchase of land in that local­
ity for the purpose. I can assure the hon. 
member that he will receive the same fair 
treatment as every other member. 

The hon member for Maranoa referred to 
the work of the department and was very 
complimentary; which shows that we have 
another satisfied customer. He also referred 
to the work of the local authorities. On 
Friday last, in company with the hon. mem­
ber I visited St. George and performed the 
•ery pleasant and important duty of opening 
the town water supply, one of the functions 
of local government, authorised by the 
Balonne Shire Council. I think great credit 
should be given to any local authority that 
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sets out to provide one of the most important 
amenities that any section of the community 
could have-a pure water supply. 

Mr. Kerr: It is a great service to the 
people. 

Mr. POWER: As the hon. member for 
Oxley remarks, it is a great! service to the 
people. Pure water and a sewerage system 
are important in the building up of any 
town. Owing to the fly menace sewerage 
systems are particularly important. I com­
mend the Balonne Shire Council for its 
work. It is comprised of an excellent body 
of men. The chairman, Dr. McDonnell, is a 
man of vision who is eager to do something 
for tJhe development of the town. I took the 
opportunity of accompanying Mr. Mulholland, 
the engineer, on a visit to Surat to have a 
look at anofner water-supply scheme that is 
well under way. The Warroo Shire Council 
is a very progressive one. I have pointed 
out that there has been a good deal of 
cdticism of city amenities and comparison 
of city conditions with western and northern 
conditions. In every town I have visited I 
have pointed out to the local authorities that 
many of the amenities they are complaining 
ahout should be supplied by the local 
authority. We realise that the cost of pro­
viding them is rather heavy and the Govern­
ment have endeavoured to meet the local 
authorities in this respect and we have made 
provision for subsidies for various I'!Chemes. 
While we may have concrete water-channel­
ling and water and sewerage and a -transport 
system in Brisbane, our valuations are much 
higher and our rates are much higher than 
t·heirs. The amenities are being provided for 
the people by the people, as a result of the 
charges levied by the local authority; . and 
rightly so. If you waut an amenity, you have 
to pay for it. The people in the country 
areas must appreciate that fact, and unifer­
stand that their valuations will have to be 
increased if they want the same amenities 
as the people in the metropolit·an area. The 
income of some of these districts is tremen­
dous, and it is well for Queensland that that 
is so, and there is no reason why they should 
not be prepared f;o pay the cost of these 
amenities. 

I have found the position to be this: when 
it is decided to put in a certain work, they 
want to have what is known as a benefited 
area, and the squatter outside the town does 
not want to pay anything towards the water 
scheme for the development of the town, but 
at the same time he is prepared to come into 
town and use those amenities and still have 
low valuation in his own area and a low rate. 
That does not apply in all cases of course. 
Local government means local government; it 
does not mean the development of a ward; 
it does not mean government within the local 
governing area. The s,ooner we get away 
from benefited areas and develop along true 
local-government lines the sooner we shall pro­
vide amenities for the people in the country. 
I had an excellent trip with the hon. member 
for Maranoa and I learned a good deal. I was 
happy to know that we have such progressive 
shires as the Warroo Shire Council and the 
Balonne Shire Council. 

I thank the hon. member for Oxley for 
his kind remarks. The hon. member showed 
a knowledge of the work of the department. 
'l'he state of affairs he mentioned, in which 
he said men were not able to work because 
of shortages, may have existed some time 
ago-in fact it did operate-but it does not 
exist today. That difficulty has been over­
come, as I promised this Parliament it would 
be overcome when I took over the portfolio 
of Secretary for Public Works. I was differ­
ently situated from my predecessors. When 
I took over the war had ended and we were 
getting man-power and materials, so that of 
course something could be done. But for 
years previously nothing could be done. Every 
individual who was worthwhile and who had 
any love for his country was giving his all 
in the war effort. As a result no works could 
be undertaken. The workshops at Ipswich 
Road, for example, were starved for 
materials and men. We could not undertake 
various works. Today there are district 
supervisors in the country areas. Assistant 
supervisors travel from place to place investi­
gating and reporting. They are empowered 
to expend up to £25 on necessary work. If 
the cost will exceed this amount, while the 
work is proceeding the officer estimates the 
amount that will be required and on his 
report approval is given. There is no delay: 
the work is gone on with while departmental 
approval is sought. 

To avoid delay stores have been estab­
lished in various districts in Queensland. All 
materials are not supplied from Brisbane. 
In districts in which there are local manufac­
turers, the district supervisor is instructed 
to get quotations and if the quotations are 
reasonable the materials are bought in the 
district. 

I would also draw attention to the fact 
that today jobs are not begun until we know 
t'fiat we have the materials available on the 
job or that there will be a regular and 
continuous supply of materials to complete 
it once it is started. As I pointed out, Mr. 
East is on the job in every project in the 
metropolitan area. At times Mr. East goes 
to the country. As the result of a com­
plaint I received that certain men were get­
ting something to which they were not 
entitled, I referred the matter to my Under­
Secretary and Mr. East was fiown to a town 
in Queensland. He went immediately to the 
man concerned. He went to the hospital and 
investigated the matter. Those men were 
kicked out holus-bolus for not doi.ng their 
work. They were not on the job. 

Mr. Hanson, the Communist secretary of 
the Painters' and Decorators' Union, took us 
to task because he said we employed a man 
on a job at Ingham who, he said, was not a 
skilled painter. He called a strike of painters 
working on Government House~a thousand 
miles away from Ingham-in an attempt to 
intimidate the Government and have this man 
dismissed. This man made application to 
join the union on two occasions but was 
refused admission. He was a member of the 
A.W.U. Immediately these men went on 
strike the matter was reported to the Indus­
trial Court. The following day the court 
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heard the case and the men were ordered 
back to work and went back to work. It 
was decided that a test be made to ascertain 
whether this man was a qualified painter. He 
obtained an excellent pass. The magistrate 
said the man was a qualified painter and 
<'ntitled to become a member of the union. 
'l'he other day I learned, many months after­
wards, that the men in the union were very 
happy to· accept the man whom the Com­
munist secretary of the Painters' Union said 
they would not accept. 

Mr. East goes from place to place. He 
has full authority. The Under-Secretary, Mr. 
Lyons, and I have the fullest confidence in 
him. He is not restricted in any way. If 
Mr. East says he wants to go north, north 
he goes. I am satisfied that our production 
today is equal to that of any other State in 
Australia. 

I asked the hon. member for Oxley to 
name the place where he said delay was tak­
ing place on account of shortage of materials. 
It was said that it was on the weir project 
on the Balonne River. That job does not 
come under . the control of the Department 
of Public Works, therefore I am not 
accepting any responsibility for anyt!.t1ng 
that takes place there. However, I 
believe that the Queensland workman is con­
scious of his responsibilities. A number of 
irresponsible people were employed by the 
Department of Public Works-we had to 
accept them because we were not able to get 
others-but today those who were not pulling 
their weight are no longer with us. 

We have not asked anybody to do more than 
a fair day's work, and I am proud of the 
men we have working for the Housing Com­
mission, the Department of Public Works, 
and the Local Government Department. We 
have a band of men second to none. We have 
had some who have tried to stand over us, 
who· have tried to tell the Minister what he 
should do, and who have tried to stand over 
the officers of the department, but they have 
been weeded out, because we will not tolerate 
that. All we ask is a fair deal from them and 
we give thell1 a fair deal in return. I can 
assure the hon. member that I cannot accept 
any responsibility for the men working on 
the job to which he refers at the Balonne • 
weir. 

Mr. MARRIOTT (Bulimba) (5.56 p.m.): 
I wish to add my score to the laudatory 
remarks made about the Minister and pos­
sibly do my bit in helping towards causing 
him to buy a new hat. 

.I have noticed in one district in which it 
is possible, because in the old days mounted 
police were usually stationed there, that ample 
land was available at each police station, and 

"I suggest that this land be utilised for the 
provision of cottages for married officers. I 
know of one instance in which two cottages 
have been built for married officers attached 
to the police station and I commend the Minis­
ter for it. I hope that he will find it in his 
heart to continue that policy because there 
must be other stations where possibb two or 

three cottages could be built for married 
officers and· so the housing problem cou:d be 
eased. 

During the debate many hon. members 
skirted round the mulberry tree and got in a 
a good deal of matter with relation to another 
department. Unfortunately we shall not be 
able to reach the Estimates for that depart­
ment. I refer to the Department of Public 
Instruction. Some speakers gat it in by link­
ing the two together, and there should be a 
close liaison between them. It was suggested. 
that the Secretary for Public Works and his 
department were responsible for the purchase 
of land either for enlarging existing school 
grounds or building new schools. The Minis­
ter made it clear a few moments ago that 
this was not so, that it is a matter for the 
Department of Public Instruction, and I am 
glad he made that clear because there are 
many things I could have introduced if I 
desired to work the old parish pump, but I 
do not propose to do that. 

I co_ngratulate the Minister on the job he 
~nd h1_s officers ,have done, especially in 
mcreasmg accommodation for married officers 
attached to police stations by building extra 
cottages on grounds already attached to them. 

Mr • . PLUNKETT (Albert) (7.15 p.m.): I 
have hs11ened to many eulogistic references to 
the activities of the Minister and I wish to 
add my meed of praise to him for his activi­
~ies in my electorate, as he has done much 
m connection with public buildings. I do 
not want to be so carried away with what 
he has done as to say that he has done all 
that could be done. He has created an incen­
tive within the department and now one can 
get some action taken quickly, more quickly 
than in the past. My experience has not 
always been to my liking because when I was 
elected member for Albert some 20 years ago, 
one of the first places I was taken to was 
the State school and I was rather shocked 
at what I saw there. If there was one thing 
more than another that I set my heart on, 
it was to see a new school erected at South port, 
where there were over 700 pupils. When 
he was Secretary for Public Instruction Mr. 
F. A. Cooper promised us a new brick school. 
Nothing happened. When the Hon. H. A. 
Bruce held that portfolio he also made a 
visit to Southport and came to the same 
conclusion, namely, that there was only one 
thing to do and that was to build a brick 
school to accommodate the rising number o.f 
pupils attending it. Again nothing happene~. 
Later on Mr. T. L. Williams paid us a visit 
and, he agreed with the previous Minister 
that the school was in a shocking condition; 
he also agreed that the cramping of children 
in the school and the conditions of the teach­
ing staff should be rectified. At that time 
war broke out and the agitation for a new 
school was not continued. Immediately after 
the war period the present Minister made a 
visit to Southport and he also was very much 
concerned about the condition of• the school. 

The sehool is not a .si;ngle building but 
consists of four or five buildings and I must 
say of the Secretary for Public Works, Houst 
ing and Local Government that he did no 
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take long in getting the building painted, 
and he had further accommodation provided 
to take care of certain classes. I, myself, 
together with my constituents, appreciate this 
action very much. The present Minister has 
brightened the place up and the school is 
now presentable. I accordingly extend my 
thanks to the Minister for his action, but I 
must say that the public buildings in South­
port are not keeping pace with the develop­
ment taking place generally down there. We 
all know these seaside places and the Minister 
does too, because recently a Bill was put 
through the House dealing with building down 
there. That area is still going ahead and 
will continue to go ahead. 

I give the Minister full credit for what he 
has done and for his ability to get work done. 
He has shown a special interest in his depart­
ment and he has good officers to help him. 
While he is entitled to the thanks that we 
bestow upon him I want to remind him that 
there is much more still to be done. The 
education of the children is of prime import­
ance. Children are not very long at school 
and it is important that we should give them 
the best educational facilities while they are 
there. Although the Minister has achieved 
quite a deal in the face of considerable· diffi­
culties I appeal to him now. to consider the 
construction of a new school at Southpo:tt, 
which was promised as far back as 15 to 16 
years ago. 

I think it was the hon. member for 
Buranda that complained that there was not 
sufficient playground space at some of the 
schools and in such circumstances we shall 
have to accept his suggestion and give tea(lh­
ing in buildings that go up in the air, but we 
must have school grounds.· There are J:?etween 
700 and 800 children at the Southport school 
and there are a number of private schools 
there as well, buildings of an attractive archi­
tectural design and all doing wonderful 
work. It is sad to think that the worst school 
building of the lot is the State School. Why 
should that be~ The matter is above party 
politics, it is something that calls for immedi­
ate attention in the interests of the rising 
generation. I think every Minister of the 
Crown will agree that we should give the 
children the best opportunities of education 
and the Southport State School calls for 
attention at once. Some of the other public 
buildings are only in line with the State 
School, too-they need attention as well. 

I do not think the people generally realise 
the growing importancs of Southport. 
Whether buildings are required for educ!\tion 
or for any other public purpose it is the duty 
of the Government to provide them so that 
the work of the State may be properly car­
ried out. The obligation is on the Govern­
ment to provide them and a-gain I appeal to 
the Minister to give consideration to my sug­
gestion. He always lends a willing ear to 
what I have to say and so I ask him now to 
do something to make the position better 
than it has been in the past. One is very 
~eartened in approaching the Minister. He 
Is always courteous and his officers, too, are 
courteous. I hope that the Treasurer will 

be able to find enough money to enable him 
to provide all the educational facilities that 
are needed for the children of the State. 

The Minister takes an interest in 
many places, including Southport. I recog­
nise the ramifications of public buildings 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
State and I know that to give them proper 
attention needs much thought, but I am 
confident that if the Minister pursues his 
activities within the next few years he will 
be able to overcome existing difficulties. 
Very often Governments-! am not referring 
particularly to the present Government­
wait for public agitation before they give 
the public a service they need. It is very 
satisfactory what the public think but the 
Government have means of determining 
what facilities are required and where. We 
are getting to a position where one · does 
not get very much unless one is always 
tailing after a Minister to interest him in 
a given project. That is quite wrong. 

Education is a subject that is above party 
politics. Everyone is entitled to it. No 
matter what Government are in power, 
there should be some officer possessing 
authority to investigate and. recommend 
necessary school buildings. I wish to express 
my gratitude to the Minister, not only for 
the work he has done in my electorate but 
for the work he has done all over Queens­
land. It is very pleasant to hear hon. 
members pay tribute to him and give him 
f-qll credit for the way in which he has 
discharged his duties. I give him full credit, 
although I believe that his work has just 
started. 

Mr. MOORES (Kurilpa) (7.28 p.m.) : It 
was ·my intention to vary the monotony of 
the debate by refraining from eulogising 
the Minister. Hon. members will appreciate 
that after ten years of opposition in the 
Brisbane City Council my forte is criticism 
rather than eulogism. But after listening to 
hon. members on both sides of the Chamber 
I felt I could not resist t.he temptation to 
say that the Minister has clone a splendid job 
during the period he has been in charge of 
works, housing and local government. I can 
speak with some degree of authority, as I 
served my apprenticeship in the department 
and contlnued thereafter as a tradesman in it 
for six years. I am in a position to make 
a comparison between that period and the 
present time. I have kept close contact with 
those young fellows with whom I served my 
apprenticeship. I know that the Minister 
has exercised a tremendous influence with 
the heads of the department and that that 
influence has permeated its tradesmen. The 
ramifications, scope and authority of the 
department have been very well handled by 
the Minister. After all, the vote we are 
discussing amounts to well over half a 
million pounds. It is £157,000 more than 
the estimate for thel' previous year, the 
£414,000 voted last year was exceeded by 
approximately £70,000, and an additional 
amount of £88,000 is being budgeted for in 
the current financial year. 
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I feel that during this debate every mem­
ber in the Chamber must have worked the 
parish pump for some purpose. The criticism 
has been so mild that you would imagine 
that the only way in which hon. members­
especially hon. members of the Opposition­
could get something from the Minister by 
way of maintenance or additions to a school, 
a police station, or a court house, was to 
appeal to him during a debate of this kind. 
That, I think, is ridiculous. The brief experi­
ence I have had of the Minister while I have 
been a member of the House has convinced 
me that you have only to approach him with 
something of urgency and present a ease 
and, allowing for the shortage of materials 
and staff, the job is put into operation. I 
referred to him such a request for work in 
my area. It was the only job I wanted 
done and the Minister promptly saw the 
necessity and urgency of the matter, and 
the work is now going ahead. I do not 
think I should have to come here and in a 
debate of this importance, push my 
barrow for that job in my electorate, as 
members of the Opposition have done during 
the debate. 

Of the more severe criticism levelled at the 
department I should say the one that requires 
some reply is that levelled at the chief 
administrative officer and his near-at-hand 
officers because he happens to be a non­
technical man. This is a controversial 
question in various spheres of activity. I 
should say that only in rare instances do 
you find a person combining the qualification 
of a tradesman, a technician, or a professional 
man, with those of an experienced adminis­
trator. I know from my personal contact 
with people in the department who have 
risen from the position of apprentices to the 
ranks of foremen and supervisors that the 
gentleman who holds the position of Under 
Secretary of the department at the present 
time, despite the sarcastic reference to his 
qualifications as an accountant and the con­
tention that he should be a technician or a 
professional man, is a very capable person. 
I think it is very doubtful whether you could 
obtain a tradesman, a technician, or a pro­
fessional man who had his qualities as an 
administrator. Previous experience has 
shown that two architects have been in that 
position and under each the administration of 
that department was not considered a success. 
It may be that the Under Secretary at the 
present time is fortunate in having with him 
right-hand men with some degree of quali­
fications and that those who held the posi­
tion previously did not. 

It may also be possible that one of the 
factors contributing to the success of the 
department at the present time is the close 
liaison and the conscientious application with 
his officers that the Minister gives to the job. 
That is not said without some grounds for it. 
One of the most pleasing features of the 
department at the present time is the happy 
relationship that exists between the depart­
ment's men, from the departmental heads 
right down to the men of the various sections 
_:_the plumbing, painting, and carpentering 
sections-and the Minister himself. He does 

not restrict his contact with his department 
to consulting his Under Secretary, and pre­
sumably his Under Secretary does not feel 
that the Minister is infringing any ethics of 
the administration of his department by con­
sulting with other men. 

Before I leave the technical side of the 
question, may I suggest to the Minister that 
one of the difficulties that will develop in 
the years to come when materials are avail­
able for the extension of the department, is 
that of obtaining trained staff in the higher 
spheres of your technical administration! 
Recently we made the experiment of import­
ing technical men, but for a variety of 
reasons they did not retain their employment 
in the department. I would suggest, as the 
result of my experience in the Department of 
Public Works as a tradesman and in the 
Department of Public Instruction as a 
manual training instructor in State schools, 
that some consideration be given, if not in 
the immediate future then in a long-range 
plan, to the training of higher technicians by 
the Queensland Government themselves. I 
would remind hon. members that the Common­
wealth Governmerlt at the present time, mind­
ful of the existence of a shortage of local 
tradesmen, technicians and professional men, 
have instituted a scheme for obtaining priority 
in employment of these men by requesting 
first-year students at the universities to sign 
a contract giving the Commonwealth Govern­
ment a lien on their services for the first five 
years after graduation, ·conditionally on the 
Commonwealth Government's using their 
services during vacations, the Commonwealth 
paying the wage that these men would be 
receiving if they were continuously employed 
by the Commonwealth Government in that 
year of their training, that is that they 
receive the second-year pay while doing their 
second year at the university, and so on. 
I do not see why the Commonwealth shouia 
be allowed an open go, to use a colloquialism 
;in this respect, because on the basis of the 
Treasurer's Budget one of the greatest pro­
grammes of development for the future of 
this State is in train or is envisaged and 
the success of that scheme is based on the 
quantity and quality of the technical men 
available for basic work. 

The Department of Public Works has proved 
its capacity over the years to train a very 
sound and efficient type of tradeoonan. For 
the moment I would digress to point out that 
although most of the Department of Public 
Works apprentices, when they go into private 
employment, might be considered slightly 
slower than the privately-trained tradesmen 
they are recognised generally as being sounder 
and more efficiently trained. By reason of 
my experience as a tradesman I contend that 
to learn to be thorough and efficient is more 
important than to be speedy. One can easily 
gather speed in later years. In conjunction or 
in colla)boration with: the D'epartment of 
Public Instruction the Minister might con­
sider the possibility of implementing a scheme 
on these lines: that we train our tradeoonen 
for the future by getting a contract over their 
services. It might prove fairly expensive, but 
in the long run it would pay. 
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In another sphere of technical training 
I presume the reason why the Government 
have not put into effect their system of apti­
tude tests and selecting and training lads for 
technical trades in the primary schools is 
the shortage of materials for the expansion 
of the building trade. If there is a 
'ihortage of teachers and if there is a 
shortage of material for expansion in the 
immediate future, at least we should consider 
the immediate extension or expansion of 
manual training and domestic science. 

One of the most satisfactory features of my 
work in the State School at West End as 
a manual training instructor was the high 
degree of exhilaration a teacher experiences 
when he notices that a boy who had lost his 
enthusiasm in the main school, because of his 
lack of progress in academic subjects, regains 
a new interest in his school life when he is 
later taught the use of his hands and shows 
aptitude for it. No more satisfactory t·hing 
happened to me in my trade or teaching 
capacity than to see a boy backward in 
academic subjects and losing interest become 
enthusiastic again because he could do some­
thing with his hands. Within six months 
such lads, who had made tin pannikins, for 
example, could take them home to show that 
they were so much better at that than the. 
boys who had been better than they in 
academic subjects. I give that experience to 
illustrate the fact that the Minister's depart­
ment is not entirely responsible, presumably, 
for the shortages of tradesmen. If the Gov­
ernment or his department, in collaboration 
with the Department of Public Instruction, 
cannot at the moment implement the splen­
did scheme they submitted a couple of years 
ago for aptitude tests and technical training 
of boys prior to the higher secondary educa­
tion, I suggest that at least they might in 
the meantime try to extend manual training 
and domestic science, even if such classes are 
conducted underneath schools. 

I do not know whether hon. members 
opposite know it, but as a result of its war­
time experience, the Department of Public 
Works appears to have developed into an 
organisation that compares more than favour­
ably with any private organisation of similar 
type, whether large or small. It is not gener­
ally known that the Department of Public 
Works, despite the fact that it is the subject 
of sarcastic criticism by hon. members oppo­
site because of its alleged chaotic condition, 
changed from a peace-time to a war-time 
organisation overnight, and, because of the 
allocation of work from the Allied Works 
Council, it has been responsible for the 
expenditure of approximately £3,000,QOO. 
Under the guidance of, and influence exerted 
by the Minister, his Under Secretary and 
departmental heads, the standard of efficiency 
was so high that the heads of the American 
Army and those of the Allied Works Council 
went out of their. way to compliment the 
officers of the department on the work they 
did. If, instead of raising these petty parish 
pump items such as complete maintenance 
jobs within a week or extensions to a school 
within six weeks or a couple of months, hon. 
members opposite took a State-wid:. view of 

the organisation that spreads its activities 
from Coolangatta to Thursday Island, we 
might get something constructive from them. 

The officers engaged in the Department of 
Public Works are just as jealous of their 
reputation for doing a good job as are persons 
engaged in private capacities outside, and 
some of these employees must have been in 
the department long enough to know the 
chaotic conditions and lack of control and 
supervision that existed under the old contract 
system, in the days when profit, not the 
sound efficient building of a job, was the 
main consideration. 

On local-authority matters, I would sug­
gest to the Minister that he investigate the 
question whether it is not a waste of money 
to continually spoonfeed local authorities by 
way of subsidies. I say that after giving the 
matter some thought. In my speech on the 
Financial Statement I referred to the fact 
that councils should be assisted, but I was 
careful not to say that they should be assisted 
by way of subsidy, because I feel loan charges 
are the big problem. We have a statement 
of the Brisbane Lord Mayor, Alderman Chand­
ler, that ''the burden of interest payment 
hangs like a pall over this city.'' Those were his 
actual words in the first year of his adminis­
tration approximately 10 years ago, and in the 
very near future, at the present rate of bor­
rowing, £2,000,000 of the city's revenue of 
approximately £7,000,000 will be paid in 
interest and loan charges on loans that are 
nearly equivalent to the valuation of this city. 

Mr. Muller: That is a very serious 
matter. 

Mr. MOORES: It is, and that is why I say 
that although the Minister might feel proud 
of the fact that the local authorities have 
been spoon-fed to the extent of many hun­
dreds of thousands of pounds by way of sub­
sidy over the years, it is only a very small 
amount when compared with the excessive and 
crippling interest charges. 

The hon. member for Maree just could not 
resist being petty early in the evening when 
referring to the vote for local authorities. 
I was surprised at his making the reference 
he did to the J ones administration and I feel 
that the Minister has dealt very effectively 
with that phase of the hon. member's 
criticism. I, however, should like to make 
reference to his criticism of the Jones adminis­
tration purely because the Government decided 
that two investigators would go to the Bris­
bane City Council to look through the affairs 
of that council at that time. Does the hon. 
member know that the Brisbane City Council 
is in a worse financial position now than it 
was in the last year of the J ones regime in 
1939-40 ~ Only because Lord Mayor Chandler 
is in charge is the Brisbane City Council not 
being accused of being broke. If a Labour 
mayor was in control of the council we should 
have had the fact blazoned in the newspapers 
and in every possible way that the Brisbane 
City Council was bankrupt. That is the exact 
position of the Brisbane City Council. Why 
did the council appeal to the Government to 
delay on two occasions the presentation of 
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Hs Budget for the balancing of the £123,000 
reimbursement from the Federal Government 
for the effects of devaluation~ There was 
no more reason why two investigators went 
to the Brisbane City Council at the Govern­
ment's request in 1939 than there would be 
today in sending two investigators to look 
at the council's activities. 

I emphasise my point by stating that in 
recent years I have strenuously and vigorously 
criticised the present administration for its 
preferential treatment to contractors, particu­
larly one small contractor to whom was given 
£1,600 of public money to help him out of 
a hole. And then there is the ladling out 
of money to the present sanitary contractor. 
These things should have public investigation 
and there is no reason why the Government 
should not at the behest of the Minister send 
two investigators along to the council. It 
may be that the Minister, with his inherent 
sporting qualities, does not think it the right 
thing to do tb a political opponent; because 
the present Lord Mayor has the reputation 
of being a successful business man it does not 
follow that he can stccessfully distribute his 
time betwen his business affairs and the 
colossal undertaking of an approximate 
£11,000,000 expenditure concern like the 
Brisbane City Council. 

Hon. W. POWER ' (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public Works, Housing and Local Govern­
ment) (7.48 p.m.): There are only one or 
t\\_'O things to which I want to reply. The 
hon. member for Bulimba, who is not now 
present, referred to the eulogies I have 
received and said that I might require a new 
hat. The size of my hat is 6~ and if I were 
to take auy notice of the hon. member and 
the party with which he is associated and 
measured their heads by their own opinions, 

.mine would still be 6~ and theirs 9, 10 or 11 
The Department of Public Works has built a 
number of police residences in many parts 
of Queensland. I will point out briefly what 
we have done. We have built a residence at 
East Brisbane, one at Red Hill, and one at 
Bulimba, and we have made additions to the 
police building at Petrie Terrace. We have 
made provision for, although we have not 
started-and this is for the information of 
the hon. member for Albert-a new residence 
at Burleigh. The hon. member for Fassifern 
will. be glad to know that' provision has been 
made for the building of a new married­
constable's residence at Beenleigh. Provision 
has been made for the building of a new resi­
dence at Maroochydore. At Gatton it is 
proposed to build a new res'idence. All these 
things are under way and wi!J be completed 
in the near future. In the. Wide Bay elec­
torate we have recently completed a new 
police building costing £21,250; and the erec­
tion of a senior-sergeant's residence at a. 
value of £1,750 has been approved. 

The hon. member for Nanango will be 
pleased to know that a. house and land has 
been bought in the N ariango district at a 
cost of £1,000 on which to erect a police 
residence. You will be pleased, ·Mr. Hjlton, 
to know that in the Inglewood district a new 

police station has been started at Y elarbon. 
In the western district at Murilla we propose 
to convert single constable's quarters into 
quarters for a married constable. In the 
Balonne area. it is proposed to erect a new 
police residence for a married constable at 
Dirranbandi. We are accused of being a 
Queen Street Government but not all Govern­
ment funds are spent in the city. We have 
an enormous building programme in hand and 
I am happy to be able to say that because 
of our excellent organisation much of it will 
be carried out in the next 12 months. We 
propose to erect a new police residence at 
Bendemere, single men's quarters at Roma., 
and a new police station at Nocundra. It 
is proposed to construct new quarters for a 
married constable and quarters for single 
police at Cunnamulla. There are to be a new 
police building at Marlborough, two police 
residences at Ara.mae, a new residence at 
Eton. In the Burdekin district, at Townsville 
there is to be the conversion of the R.A.A.F. 
building for police accommodation. There was 
some objection by the Townsville Council to 
the conversion of these buildings for the pur· 
pose. We had no desire to convert the build­
ings but something had to be done in the 
meantime. There are additions to police bar­
racks at Townsville for quarters for single 
men with a new station at Townsville North. 
There are to be three new police residences 
in, the Cloncurry district, at Mount Is a. There 
is to be additional accommodation in the 
Douglas district at Mossman, a new residence 
for officer in charge at Einasleigh. There are 
to be new residences in Brisbane, at Albion, 
Ashgrove, Mitehelton, Nundah, Newmarket, 
Morningside and East Brisbane. 

These are our proposals in connection with 
the Police Force throughout the State and I 
eau assure the hon. member for Bulimba that 
there is a very close liaison between the 
Department of Public Works and the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction. There seems to 
be the hm·ebrained idea that we should estab· 
lish a sort of Department of Public Wo;ks 
within the Department of Public Instructwn 
but it would be impossible to give effect to 
it. First of all, it would not be a wise pro­
cedure and secondly it would not be possible 
to get the technical staff to carry out the 
work. From time to time the Department of 
Public Instruction selects suitable land for 
school-building purposes, makes a recommen­
dation, and refers the matter to the Depart­
ment of Public Works. An inspector from 
the Department of Public Instruction goes 
out, surveys the position, collects all the infor· 
mation required and decides upon a suitable 
site for a school but from my observations of 
what occurred in years gone- by I should saY 
that the persons responsible for this work 
should never have been inspectors, they should 
have been dismissed on the spot. Judging by 
their selections of land they were thorou~hlY 
incompetent because some of their selections 
have cost the Government thousands of poun~~ 
in levelling land, :filling in swamps and erec f 
ing the existing buildings. That. state 0 

affairs does not exist now-'-there IS a close 
collaboration on this matter between the two 
departments today. 
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The hon. member for Albert, in his usual 
courteous manner, referred in complimentary 
terms to the work of the department and 
myself. The South Coast is one of the fav­
ourite seaside resorts in this State and I 
feel confident that its progress will be more 
rapid as a result of the amalgamation of 
the local authorities in that area. When I 
visit the South Coast on holidays I make an 
inspection of the public buildings in that 
area particularly at Southport. The State 
scho~l there was a disgrace to the depart­
ment. I was amazed at its condition, which 
was due to the fact that it had not been 
painted for a number of years prior to the 
war and its deterioration had accelerated 
during the war years when little or no work 
was done on public buildings.. After my 
inspection I gave directions that renova­
tion work should be carried out immedi­
ately. The children are entitled to decent 
conditions in which to pursue their studies. 
I made an inspection of the building 
together with the hon. member for Albert 
and the head teacher and was convinced of 
the necessity for the renovation of the 
building. 

The department is now building .a 
maternity hospital at Southport by day lab­
our. The people of the district are entitled 
to that institution. Before any such build­
ings are erected, the de,partment analyses 
the buildings for which there is a demand, 
selects the most urgent, and acts accord­
ingly. The hon. member for Albert is not 
doing too badly. A number of buildings in 
his electorate have been repaired and 
painted, including the Southport . Police 
Station. I visited the Southport Poli\oe 
Station, with Inspector Mullally. I met the 
wife of the senior-sergeant and she cautioned 
me to be careful where I walked. I discov­
ered that the condition of the floor wa.s 
concealed by linoleum, and articles of furni­
ture were placed over holes in the flooring 
boards. Immediately the linoleum was re­
moved the bad condition of the floor was 
revealed. Inspector Mullally, who was a 
heavy man, was warned not to walk past 
the entrance to the room for fear some 
part of the floor might collapse under his 
weight. I gave instructions to Mr. East, 
who moved very quickly and had the build­
ing repaired and painted. 

I agree with the hon. member for Albert 
that much work has been done on public 
buildings and there still remains much to be 
done. We are not satisfied that everything 
in the garden is lovely and that we can 
afford to rest from our labours. We must 
still be up and doing and we must still 
work at high pressure while so much work 
remains to be done. The hon. member for 
Albert wants a new brick State school 
erected at Southport. That is something 
worth while, but he must admit that he 
cannot have two big brick buildings being 
erected at South port at the same time. We 
have to be fair and spread public works 
over the whole of Queensland, and not con­
:fine them to one area and do them in one 

year. When the preliminary work on th~ 
maternity hospital is completed plans will 
be prepared for the new building. The 
maternity hospital will cost approximately 
£43,000 and that work is now under way. 
When the hospital is completed due consitl­
eration will be given to the hon. member's 
representations for the erection of a new 
brick school. 

I mention for the' information of the hon. 
member for Brisbane that we hope to make 
a start on the long-overdue new school in 
his electorate. It should have been built a 
considerable time ago. The new building 
will be erected on the site of the old school. 

The South Coast is a very important part 
ol the State. Restrictions on the building 
of holiday homes there still exist but t~e 
Acting Premier has assured the people m 
that area that the necessary permit will be 
issued· to any person who wants to build_ a 
home to reside in. I heartily agree w1th 
the policy of the Government. I cannot 
admit that permits should be given for 
holiday homes when so many of our people 
are in temporary accommodation. 

I point out to the hon. member for Albert 
that we visualise in a building program~e 
for South Coast the erection of a new pohce 
station. The one to which I have referred is 
out of date, and we hope as early as possible 
when men and materials are available to erect 
a'-new one. The land is av'ailable. I made 
an inspection with the hon. ~ember for 
Albert, and as soon as possible we will build 
a new set of offices. We are cramped for 
room, particularly office space. I had to 
approve of the enclqsure of a certain part 
of the veranda of the court house for the 
purpose. At South Coast during Ch:istmas­
time there is a great influx of populatiOn and 
it is necessary to send further police there 
for the protection of the public. These addi­
tional men sleep in the court house. That 
state of affairs must be remedied as early as 
possible, because members of the Police Force 
or any other group of workers are entitled to 
decent sleeping and living conditions. As 
early as possible we will provide !l- suitab~e 
building on the South Coast, maJ;;mg proVI­
sion for extra men who are reqmred to be 

• sent there from time to time in the interests 
of the public. It is not a question of money 
to-day, but of skilled technical men and of 
obtaining suitable material. We recently did 
some work at Burleigh and at Surfer's Para­
dise. I can assure the hon. member, like 
other hon. members that the policy of the 
department is to do the most urgent work 
first; political considerations do not enter 
into the matter. 

I was rather interested in the speech of 
the hon. member for Kurilpa, because I took 
a very keen and active part in' helping the 
hon. member into this Parliament. I look 
upon him as a very able young man who will 
go a long way in the Labour movement. 
From his remarks to-night it is apparent 
that he has given very close stuilv to the 
workings of the Department of Public 
Works. The hon. member assured us that he 
served his time in it, and I am proud of the 
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fact that while we turn out good buildings 
and good tradesmen we also have turned out 
an exci)llent member o£ Parliament in the 
person Qf the hon. member for. Ku.rU;?S.· 

Government Members: Hear, llear ! 

Mr. POWER: The hon. member referred 
to t.he innrea.se in the vote. That ia brought 
about partly as the result of the extra work 
that will be carried out this year as 
materials and man·power become available, 
and we are adding to the ljta.ff because we 
want t.o overcome the lag that h!tS occurred 
<Jver a number of years as a result of the 
war. 

The hon. member referred to certain work 
at the West End State S<1hool. The late 
:Mr. P. K. Copley was a keen advocate for 
the completion of the works at that sebool, 
ha.t i.t was only recently that t}ley were eom· 
menced because previousl-r wo were not able 
t.o obtain sntllcient steel. The hon. Dll\mbet• 
was fortunate, because just after he was 
elected, steel arrived from overseas, and we 
were able to commence the work in the school 
grounds, which had been an eyeaore. 

I was glad to hear t he hon. member's 
rema11ke about the question whether technical 
men make good administrators. There is an 
idea in the minds of many people that tech· 
nical men ahould be put in charge of tbis 
tlepartntent. That view is held by one senior 
public servant who rang me up and suggested 
that I should fill a certa,in position with a 
technical man. I said to him, ''Thank you 
very much for your suggestion, but I will act 
on my own ideas in the matter. 11 I agree 
with the hon. member for K urilpa that tech· 
nical men do not ou occasions make very 
good admin.istrat!lrs. For very many years 
the Department of Public Works wa..s con­
trolled by technicians. I do not want to 
take anything away £rom the te<:hnical man 
who has put in years of study and hard work 
to obtain 11 degreo but I do think the teeh· 
nieal men a.re mucdt better employed at their 
technical work than in administration. 

As a matter of £act, in view of the short­
age of technical roen today, the servites of a 
techniciatl would be wasted as an adminis· 
trator. I have no knowledge of what was 
done duriug the time the departm.ent was 
controlled or administered by tecbrucal men, 
but during the years I have been a. member 
of this Parliament, app,·o:riuw.tely 15 years 
-aud prior to that, too, I was an aldermrot 
of the city of Brisbane-! .know that no 
other crfiiuer could ha·ve done a better job 
than Mr. Lyons has done as Under Secretary . 
.A boy enter.ing the Ptlblie Service starts off 
in a very small job. His hours are from 9 
a .m. to 5 p.m. and when be leaves the office 
hi~ worries virtually end. But when a man 
gets to the top of the tree in the Public 
Service ano should he relB.Xing a~ a sort o"f 
~·ewaro for his hard wm·k, his devotion to 
duty and loyalty to the service WP. .find him 
working loug hours after many other officers 
have gone home. Mr. Lynns, who has reached 
the top of the tree, does just that. G() into 
the Dep:u-tment of Publie Works three or 
four nights a week and you will find Mr. 
L.yons in his office working. I take this 

opportunity this evening o£ publicly than.king 
Mr. Lyons for the work he hat1 done on behalf 
of the Department of Public Works. He httS 
given it years of service and attained to the 
highest position. but instead of relaxing he is 
working much harder than ever . I publicly 
thank him for his devotion to duty ancl the 
able aod efficient way in which he has carried 
out his work. Certainly lie has a very excel· 
lent lieutenant in Mr. East, who ia doing the 
bullocking work outside a.nd getting a great 
deal clone. 

The hon. member for Kurilpa. t•eferred to 
the tra.i.nea sta:ff. I am very keen to obtain 
suilablo ~<taff to carry out the vast amoulJt of 
work that has to be done. We impo-rted 
1rrchitc1lts from over$ea.s. Some have beeu 
quite suuceasful but. some have left U!I. I 
hOJle t.l111.t in the future engagement of men 
from overseas a much closer i.nvestigl!.tiou will 
be made. One fellow came out but left lais 
wife overseas. lle put a woman on the 
ship, dropped her of'f somewhere else and out 
here pieked up anothel' woman. Tha.t is not 
the type of men we want in the Department 
of Public Wo.rks. The G-overnment ren.lise 
the importan!le of having skilled teclt.niciaus. 
We give iree suholarships to the University 
anti, wherever possible, we ende.avour to tie up 
thestl meu to give their se:rvices to us for a 
period of years. Rowever, we are still tmable 
to ohtain all the technicians we require. We 
have trained a number of skilled artisans for 
the various jobs to be done by the Department 
of Public Works, such as plumbers, carpen­
ters, b ricklayers, eleut.J·icians1 cabinetmakers, 
a.rH1 joiners. 

I am proud of the department's record in 
the rehnbilitation of a number of ex-service· 
men. There are some with us today who were 
prisonets of war. They are doing a very good 
joli. As tile result Of co-opcl'l:ttion between the 
Commonwealth and State Governmeuts these 
young men, who went aud fought for t.his 
country, enduring the hardships of such places 
as the Kokoda trail, are rehabilitated in 
llfe. We sre grateful to t.hem. We should 
appreciate what they have done for the aoun­
try. This !lepartment is quite happy to 
employ such men. 

Tbe hon. member for Kurilpa refet·red n,]so 
to the dev(~lopment of the Department of 
Pu]Jlic Works dur.ing the war yea.rs. That is 
a record of which the department is very 
proud and is at.tributablo to the work of my 
prtldecessol'1 the Secretary for P ublie Instru<:· 
tion, who was Minister in charge of the 
DP.partmP.nt of Public Works at that time. 

I would 1\0i.nt out that when L:lbour tool\ 
ot1ice in 1932 the very important section of 
the department at 1psmch road known as tho 
Ipswiclt road workshops wa$ closed down. 
The machinery had betm sold. It waa 11 deso­
late building, beea,use of the policy of the 
vrevious Government. Toclay ~b!l.t workshop 
i.~ a hive of industry. It is part and parcel 
of the Government's policy of day labour. 
But for tbe day-labour polir.y l).tt.d the pro· 
gramme of the Government, ruauy of the 
requests received fl'om country members could 
not lJc gr3illted. The work that should bave 
been done could not have br.en dune. We 
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havll tmtll'avourPd to get contractors to go to 
'l'llursday lslaud aucl to Coen to build new 
sehouls 11nd polic.c stations, but without 
"ucccss. Tho only way in which thnt work has 
been mt~tlc possible has been by our policy of 
day-labour under whi~h we have flown ml.'u 
to yarious places aud so completed jobs. 
Wlnle people :u·e prone to criticise the da.y· 
labo_ur policy or the Government they mUBt 
:eahsc thnt some contractors will work only 
m tlte large centres of popnlati.on and will 
not go outside. 

fn addition to that, wr have men engng~d 
on d~y-lahour travelling throughout the State 
worktn!l' on schools and putting up with such 
con(hf,ions ll8 61eeping either undet-neath the 
~;~hot>lt~ or in to11ts provided by the depart­
ment. Thl.'re conditions nre rather bard but 
the,y are doing excol lcnt worlc, which we 
.apprr.clut.e, and 1 tll:utk thvm fo1· their eo· 
opNntion . 

'l'he hon. m~tnb(11' 'for Kurilpn ijpOI<C alS(J of 
~uhsldics tcJ loetol aut!Joritics and pointed out 
~ltttt £2,000,000 ls . bei11g pnid each year in 
ml!•roat lly the Bn&bonc Cl ty Council. The 
!"'n . . me?1bor for Fns~fcru said lly way of 
tnt~rJt•chon that t.htl.t was a serious matter. 
If yon bon-ow money you must pay interest. 
J am one or thost:> who be)jeve that th~ city 
(If Brishane is so importaut that it should 
be drvclopcd, :.oud r r.annot see any logical 
:.rgnuwnt agninst obtaining long·term lo1m 
to t•any out thatl development. Wouhl it be 
rt:>nsonaulc to suggedt lho.t th~ debt on the 
City Hall, which rost £1,000,000, and pro· 
1Jably more with recent additions, should bo 
liqui tlotrll by Ute present generation f Tha.!< 
builfling will stlUld fOF malny ycnrs snd 
postotit v shQtlld bear some or the cost of ouT 
civic flevelopment. I can see nothing whatever 
wrong with obtaining long-term loans to 
develop the city. It would be unfair to ask 
t hP p rps~nt generation to pny for the develop· 
mcmt of the whole of this city. 

l lr. ll. B. Taylor: Wbat is the Govern­
m!.'nt'R policy on tile rate oe dcpre•·iution 011 
n building l!llCh a~ tha.tf 

~~rr. POWER: l could not answer that 
q1Jostlou n b tl1e moment. 

l1r. H. B. 'raylor: Would Jt be 1 per 
re11t~ 

iRr . POWER: I think lt would be 1 per 
ccnt. on a brick building but I do not know. 

The bon. mmnber also said that the fh1ancia l 
position of the Brisbane Oity Council is much 
wo1·se oow thsu it h>ls ever been. I am not 
au !ait with that tuatrer at all. 

Tie also S!lid thAt certain moneys had been 
paid tu smnll cQntractors. Jf auy money has 
been wroo~:folly paid it "ill be easily dis· 
covPt Pd when the au•litor makes his report, 
:mcl 1 tlo oot wunt to b!' nrcusl'd of political 
bias in l13ving sorucbody investigate tfue 
nffuirs of thC' Brisbane City Council, or any 
olbrr loeal authority tor that matter. 

Mr. H. B. Taylor: You know there is no 
IC!Il!Oll (or it. 

~Ir. POWER: I do not know anythlng 
n!Jout it, but the hon. member for Kurilpa. 

1949-30 

referred to the payment of £1,600 to truulll 
contrad()r;~ and large amounts paid to Messrs. 
H11nter Bros. 

Mr. Decker: But all the accounts are 
passed by t.be Auditor OeneraJ 's Department, 
are- they notY 

Mr. POWER: I have already said that 
if there was anything wroug iu conneetiou 
with these matters, the Auditor·Gencrnl would 
djscover it. Of course, despite the £net that 
audits arc <!llrticd out, there have been times 
when investi~ations bnve been necessary but 
I do not wunt to be accused of tuking any 
politicul aovantagc of the present Brisbane 
Uity Council. 1-Jverybocl.v knows my views of 
that arlminisL•·ation. 1 lH.tvo no l)Olsonlll 
quarrel with tbe Lord Ma.yor. I bevl.' always 
looked upon him ns n good citi'ti.UJ, except 
that 1 think he sponds n good deal of time 
ill his own office, 1\lthough I must be fair 
a.t.~d sa:r th:tt be does not tal<e :my pay .for 
Lhe work he does as l.orrl M'lyor. However1 

it' I thought• th!c'ro was llnytlting wrou!l' with 
any Jocn 1 uuthor ity, or if tbe mutte>r W:J.S 
brought under my notice I should take action 
imme<liat.rly. 1.\t prc9t'nt I cannot see any 
reason for having an invrstigation iuto the 
affairs of the Brisbane City Council. 

Xr. DONALD (Bremer) (8.15 p.m.) : 
Whilst the Department ot Public Works mAy 
not be the most importunt of the departments, 
I thin.k it will be readily agreed that it plays 
a very important pn rt in 01011t departments, 
p!Uticubrly the Departments ot Public 
Instruction and Hea.lth and Home Aff'ains in 
the development of lhe State. The building 
and mainten1111ce ot schools and hospitals and 
other public buildings is a gigantic task, 
involving the expenditure of mauy hundreds 
of thousands of pounds and the employn'lent 
of hundreds of employees. During tbo year 
under review nppro1timatcly £950,000 was 
spent and 1,111 people wero employed. It is 
pleasing to notice the pal'Rftrnpb in tbo report 
of }.lh, Lyons, thP UndeT SNlrctnry, eulogising 
the work done by employees on doy-labour 
projects and I am p leased thnt the Minister 
hM again drawn <lttention to tho value of 
these employees to tho State. llad it n ot 
been for t11e loyal co-oporation given to the 
dcpaTtment by day-labour employees and their 
readiness to jouruey into the country and 
st.ay away from thC'ir l10mes for weeks on end, 
mo.D:v of the Ul'gent works requiring attention 
wouicl not have boon put. into operation nnd 
brought to a succt<ssful c.onclusion. We must 
thank those employees not only for their loyal 
co-operation and desire to bclp the State 
but for displaying lillSelfishness in enduring 
discomfort without undue complnint. 

Whilst no mnjor work has belln undertaken 
by the department during the last 12 months 
in the Bremer elrctorate, mocb renovation 
and maintenance work has been executed, ruo· 
ning into tens of thousands of pounds, and 
the result is that very few of the sehools or 
sehool rt''C'idencc!l hnve not received attention. 
Th<' ~amc aoes for polict• stations, barraeks and 
many olh~r buildings. r hope the t.i.me is n~t 
tar distant whcn tlle d{'po.rhncnt can begm 
operations on the two post-primary sc.bools 
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promiseu for the Ipswich clistriet., one at Bras· 
sail and the otLer at Silkstooe. 1 am prepared 
to admit that preference must be given to the 
builcling of homes for 011r people, desirable as 
tho schools arc. Th& erection of post-primary 
schools will fill a. long-felt want in oul' eduea­
t;onal qy&icm. 

An honest attempt to oveYtake the arrears 
of maintenance work left as a carry-over 
from the war period has been made but it 
has been handicapped by tbe shortage of 
materials and man-power. The attempt being 
made by tbe department to overtake the 
IIJJ'ears has won tbo admiration and appre­
ciation of the public generally. 

The new re11 idence fo:r the school master 
&t Il.atf'vicw has given groat satisfaction to 
residents who :Cor years ~tgito.tcd .for it. Now 
that ~l begin.nillg has been macle on this very 
n ecessnry work the r esidents of that locality 
det!ire mu to express on their behalf their 
gratitude to both the Department of Public 
Instruction nnd the Department of Public 
Works. 

Th6 Good.na Mentnl Hospital bus been the 
acenc of building nnd other activities by the 
Department of Public Works nn(l its work jn 
ronverting a war-time building into a cnntef'n 
is a glowing tribute to t.he men in the 
archi tectural section of t he departmE'nt, as 
welJ as the artisans. At th:Jt institution 
there is now a really good canteen used not 
only by employees but by visitors who go 
to see 1111for tunate relatives in that instituio.n. 

The Ipswich Technical College seems to 
have missed out and I wish the Minister 
would u11o his influence to see t.hat this build­
ing gets a place in the department's 
priorities. The building ie badly in need of 
painting, both inside nnd out. For some years 
it bus had no attention at all. If this could 
be done the committee would be very grateful 
jndeed. 

Becnus<' 1•f ihr shorlnge of material Md 
man-power, voniculnrly m~tol'ia.l, the depart­
mt•nt is grentl.v hanrlkappod. I think w e 
11U re~.ognisr the l'oct t.hnt. sho rtR.ges lead t o 
high cost of buildin~, bol:h public bui ldings 
and privat!' hom1'~· Tb('Y i11too"Pere with stl<l· 
cessfu l 1Jiaunitl!l'1 the continuous llow of. wo1•k 
t.hat ia uecessary to enn.ble :~ Job to be done 
efficiently ond within the estim:ttcd <lost. 
Serious us the _qhortages are, they are not 
Tll'tHly as sel'ioos nor wiU they have tlle 
81\me eil'ect oo the SttLtc as t.be sho,.tage of 
youth!> offering thcmselvCII "8 apwent.iec!! in 
the d~partmrut.. 'l'be hon. member fol' 
Rutilpa, a rormer en•ployrt> and apprentice 
in the departtnent, told us just how thor­
oughly the boys are trained by the depart­
ment in tbt> building tYades. It is 
a pity tbe drparlm!'ut cannot get. suffici!'nt 
tt(l]ltenliees to learu thl' :11 t of building. 
Thr position will nrisl' that when b11ilding 
matcriohl-irou, plumhing requj•ites, a.nd so 
on-are here in reasonable quant.itic~, '"c 
shall be short of the technicians needed to 
do ihe work. If we continue as we are 
\oc1ay, unable to tr:lin the i ull cumplement 
of apprenlie<'s in the building tTades att:.Jcherl 
tu the tll'l'<~rtmenl, we Ul~y find in n~c, abc or 
aeven years ih11t we have oot thr qnalined 

tradesmpn to do the building work r Pquircd 
to be done. It is to be hoped that in th1! 
\"ery near future and without any delay, the 
department will be able to attract to its 
services young men who will be the future 
builders of our homes and of public build­
ings. I thoroughly agree with the serjousness 
of the l11ek of training of tcchrucal e-xperts 
mentionel by the hon. member for 
Kurilpa. Unless we bave tbe journeymen, 
the tl'ained artisans, we mny be at. a ser ious 
disadvantage in tlle future in the building 
ol' homes and public offices £or Government 
departme.o.ts. 

Much has been said dur.ing the dehnte :~oiHJUt 
the ijystem of amulgamat.ing- local autho1·iLies 
in greater areas. Quite recently the ciry of 
I pswie.h heeame the Greater· City o£ Ipswich, 
rwd in rhe mu.in t.hc idea was w~ll I'<!C•Jl vnl. 
I heard uo adverso complaints at all tmtil 
aftar thll eleHiolls. A fttll' the tlmalgnm!llion 
:1 part of the Moreton Shire Counc·il C!ln1(' into 
the Greater Ipswich area and the people from 
the Moretou shire area that hna been absorbed 
by the merger are complaining that they are 
not adequately represented in the new Greater 
I ps1rich City Council. There is some point in 
their argument when we bear ill m.ind tbe fact 
tbat theHo people in the old 'Moroton Shire 
Council hall six representatives on their coun­
cil and despite the fact canclidatcs from that 
area were nominated nt the election, they 
sue~ede( l in winning only two seats on the 
Greater Ipswich Oity Council. On a popula­
tion bas.is that representation may be correct, 
but they thillk that at the present t.imo thPy 
are out of touch with their municipal repre­
sentatives. There is some strength in 
their arg11ment and something to be said 
for the snggestion that a ward syslcm :ihould 
be ereated. Tllt1 olll sllire of .MCirrlOII w:~s 
divided into divisiolls an•l lhoy tontcnrl tht1t 
if it was possible tn have divisiOils in thaL 
shire it is equally possible to have. the ward 
system i.J1 the city of Ipswich. The proiJif'Ju 
of creating wurds in tbe Greater lpswicb 
area is much more difficult. than 111 the 
Great.e~· Briaha.ne ::trea. Tile State eleetm-ntc~; 
in :Rrisbanv form the wards in Grouter· BriH· 
bane but t.hc problem is not quit11 so ~1111y in 
the Greater Ipswich al'ea. But it \1'0\Jld be 
no Tr\Ore ditl'icolt to c•·c:;.te wards i n Ipswich 
than divisious in the shir e of Morcton. 

Thls does not imply thn.t. \.le.ne6ter1 ;I!'E!t•s 
should bE' reii•stituted. There are nn !'mn· 
pltointa about tba.i r abolitioTr. In the old 
Moretou shire we hu.vc the unhappy position 
wHh regarll to the Moggill £erry, whieh 
gave a valuable servine to t.he pubUc for 
as long a.s I can r emember. Nos. l or ~ 
divisions of the shire had to brar tl•n 
Moreton Shire 'e portion of tlle cost ol' 
ma.intt!nau~c of Oml ferry unlll ti- t;UI!' 
came when they felt they could nm continu<' 
to do so uny longer. Jt was tt ll'!!'itimnte 
charge over the wbole area. One balf of the 
cost was borne by the Brisbane City Co\Jneil. 
The Ipswich City CollJlcil would not agtrl' 
to bear any of tbe cost. Tbe co11t 
of repairs and n1u.i.nteuance was borne 
eqnally by the Brisbane City Counctl 
and Moretou Shire Cou.ueil. I do not 
wll.nt it to be iuferrPd from my remarks that 
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1 subacribe to the principiP. of benefited areas. 
I agree witn t.he Minister in that resp~·ct, b11t 
l :UJI in clisagrccm~tnt witll him on the wnrd 
system, whicl1 would give better direct repl'c­
sent.ation t.o the pr.ople. n W011ld enable 
th~m to feel that tJley had rcprese11tatiou of 
lhei•· owu Joeali t;y, as in the city o! B ti&ba.ne 
&lld in the State electorates. 

It would not be a.rgued £01: one motllent 
t.hat the 75 members who will assemble here 
after the next Sta,te election should be elected 
uu a single-electorate basis, and the elP.C· 
1i01l$ for tl1e new Ipswich City Council :tre 
held on tbe same pri nGiple but on a smaller 
scale. The people who have been embraced 
in thE~ Greater Ipswich a rea £rom the old shil·e 
of Moreton contend thut the ward Aystem 
slionld be introduced to give them direet repre­
tif'ntu.tion on the council. 

'l'he greatest demuud of t11e people h1 the 
:crra is ths.t they should be supplier] with 
water . Fl·c)m tb.e Bundamba State school 
t'ight down to ~oodna on ~he boundary Ill 
the Greater Ensbane area. the people havr. 
no ~·at.,r at all. That need is aggravated by 
lhe fact that dur\ng the war years water w•la 
J,rougllt to \Vacol, and water \n abundance 
was brought to Redhunk, where thousands of 
troops were concentrated for some ye:us. 
The lack of watet in the area I nJentioned 
h aggravated too by lhe knowledge that many 
years ago, even in the time when John Cooke 
uml Co. owned the Redbank Meatworks, 
wutPr wn$ laid on there. The people iJl the 
BuniJamba-GoOdlla area are -partly to blame 
.f'o·r the fnct that the area is not reticu­
latt>cl. Tl1ey agitateJ. for water during dry 
~pells hut wllcn the drottght lwoke and rail! 
came they were content with tbelr wells o.nd 
tunks. That in t.he main was the argument 
in the past. Now there is no doubt they 
want t.he water. Tbe Government have been 
£o.i.rly generous to both the .More ton Shire and 
Tpswicb City Council. Eng\neers have been at 
IVOrk to see what can be done to reticulate this 
area, but delay has occurred tb:rouglt diffi. 
eulty in getting the nel\essa.ry plp\ng. I 
appeal tu the Minister and bis officers to 
ltsve this area reticulateil as quiekly us pos-

·sible. 
T conclude by adding my compliments 

not only to tbe Minister and his oJficers 
but to au the employees \n the department. 

llr. HEADING (Wide Bay) (8.31 _p.m.) : 
Fitst. I wis.h to congratulate tha Minister 
for carrying out soute of the promises he 
gave us when he took over the portfolio of 
6ecrotary for Public Works. B'e prom.ised 
us then that he would prosecute the 
work of the department with ~gour 
aud see that much of the leeway was 
made up. While he has not given us all the 
buildings required or e.arried out all the 
repairs th!\t were necessary ou the various 
Goverume11t buildings, I do '\'Va:Ot to say 
that in my opinion the Min~ier has done 
n very f&i.r job. That ancs not. menu that I 
agree wHh everything he said during the 
speeches he made on thi$ vote, ancl it does 
!lOt meru1 that 1 am not goiug to criticise 
some of the th ings he has (]one. Re cer· 
tainly hae put some vigour into !lis job as 
1-finister for Public Works. 

The Minister in charge of local-authority 
work requires a. very wide expe.rieuce--per­
haps even a. wider experience than the Minis­
ter has had, because it covers very wide 
ramiticMions and glves him a variety of work 
to control. He would be well advised to 
seek the opinion of members of the various 
shire couneils, particula.r l:y those who come 
yearly to the Local .Authorities' Conferences 
because they are people who are imbued 
wit.h a high sense of duty to the v:trious 
localities they represent and they are very 
desirous of see.ing more amenities given to 
the <1ountry people. I should like the Minis­
ter to pay more attentjon to the views of 
those people who are givi!'g much. of t~elr 
time, very often for nothing, to unp~oVt.ng 
the conditions outback. I say that m all 
sincerity. 

I hsard the Minister esprosR opinions 
with which I do not agree. If he lived tn 
the outback parts of t.be State for a few 
years be would not express sueh opinions. 
For instance, he said that he would spread 
the cost of amenities in a shire over the 
whole shire. Tu many cases t he people woulc] 
not get the amenities in the towns at all, 
because tltey wonld be out-voted by tl'H!mber~ 
representing r:he country divisions. Take my 
own tom1 a.na shire of Murgon as S.ll 
example. There are four divisions, two 
councillors repl'ASeuting the town and two 
each of the other three divisions, m~h. a 
chairman· and when. it comes to proV1dmg 
amenities' for the people in the towns tl~e 
whole . of the council have a vote and ~f 
you sought to sptead the cost of teOills 
courts or baths i.n tl1e town over the whole 
shire you would not get the motion 
carrie<l, for the simple reason that _the rupre­
sentative who lived 40 or 50 m1les away 
f1·om the town, and who perhaps got bugge_d 
evt~ry time he tried to get to town when tt 
wnJ! l'aining or shortly a.£terward_s.. wou,ld 
not be likely to vote for mnerutJes that 
would be handy for the fellow who is living 
on the bitumen road; and natur:,~ lly so. 1 Mk 
the Minister to l1ave a.nothe1· look at th_e 
question of spreadiJ:Jg tl1e cost of the amem· 
tics over tl1e whole shire. It will not worlc; 
I say that from e:q>erience ove~ ma11.Y ~'P~rs 
as a metnbcr of a shire council a.nd ehalr-
man uf one. 

Mr. O'Shea: 'l'here is onlY one remedy­
abollah the shires. 

.Jilr. HEADING: That is not a.very wise 
interjection. It is the Labour VJew, b~t I 
did not think the llon. member had that ld~a. 
'l'hat is a centr~dlsing of "[)owet ill the clt1es 
and t()wns. I did not tbi u.k an hon. me.m· 
bet representing the outback ~vould make 
such a suggestion. I am q,mte sure he 
realise<l in his own heart that the c_ontrol 
of' the distriats conce,·ne<l should rest m the 
peo-ple ll'l>iug it1 tbem. They aTe the 'Jleople 
who would know their r equir.ements. The 
ce.ntralisiug of power in the cities or towns 
wouhl not. euahlo ns to get very fur with 
tl1e provisiou of umcn.ities for th~ outsidf'. 

Today the most important question in 
local g<ivernment, as the Minister knows, is 
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the increasing cost of progress to the towns 
ltlld districts. Costs are continually ru;1ng 
a.n(l mt~mbers of sllire coun~ils a1·e at their 
wits 1 end to find new methods of get.ting 
c>uffieient :finance to cany on, 1 do not pro­
pose to go into the qnest.iun of the .finances 
of local authorities :lt this stage, as it would 
take me too long and there art1 one or two 
other matt\'.!·$ ( wish I o bring before the 
Minister. I :un sure the Minister knows "that 
el'entually some new method of financing 
shire co11nr.ils will have to be found and 
moneys will have to be diverted t.p the 
11onstruction o£ roads and the provision o! 
amenities in the shires of Queensland. 

I agree with the Minister on the amal­
gamation of shires when l1e sni<l that he 
would !Jroceed with amalgamat.ion only wben 
tt re!]uest came fro1n the people concerned. 
That, is a very wise attitude to adovt and I 
hope the Minister confirms my interpretation 
of his remarks when he speaks. People living 
i11 the various shires shm1ld have the l'ight 
to say whether 'there sbou!Q. be an amalgama· 
tion or not. The idea bellind amalgamation, 
that overhead costs &J·e J·odnced. is not. 
altogether reulised us the Tesult of experi­
ence. There i~ always the possibility that 
the area is boo lnrge and therefore too 
unwieldy, that people cs.nnot get the atten· 
t.iou they deserve after they hase found 
the means to do a j,ob. I myself prefer a 
I'Onipact shire rather than a large unwieldJ 
oue. Onee it reaches a certain area or 
population there has to be a duplication of 
officers and tha.t sort of thing and so it 
becomes uneconomic. 

'l'lle hon. n)Crnber for Kmilpa aaid tllat 
hon. memhers, particularly of the Oprosi­
tion, worked the parish ]lump. I do not 
know whether the Minister worked the 
parish pump but he gave t he Committee ll 
long story o£ all the things he had dorte. 

i\fr. A lkens: I:Ie wor ked the propaganda 
purup. 

Mr . HEADING: Perhaps that is the 
better term. He wllrked it very hard. Never 
once dunng tbe course of his speech did he 
mention t;chcmes or buildings for the Wide 
Bay electorate. I do not apologise to the 
llon. member for Kurilpa or anybody else 
if I work the paJ·isb pump. If I criticise 
the Ministt)r I clo not think for a IDoment 
he would cut out the Wide Bay electoratR. 
ftom nny improvement.s. 1'he ~Iini10-ter ha~ 
a. fairly broad mind. He knows that we on 
th<' Opposition are here to c,ritir.ise the 
ac·tions of himself and ID& colleagues u.nd 
that f·~ing so I sm sure th3t T!lerely becansP. 
we offer CI·iticism he woul(l not deprive us 
of any works or· projects in our electorates. 

'Ur. AJkens : lf you did not speak tor 
tJte people you rept·esent, you t:ould not 
ex-peot anybod,v else to do it. 

Mr. lfEADING: I was e.I.Jout to say that. 

Mr. Power: You do not think I should 
l,m so despicable, do you' 

llr. HEADING: I said the hon. gentle­
m~w wou Id not and I udbere to that opinion. 
AI; tl1e beginning of my apeech I said a few 
nice thinga about the hon. gentleman and I 
have not taken b&ck what I said. 

The time has arrived when greater attentjon 
should be given to school residences. We ask 
men and women to go into the outback ru·eas 
to take charge of schools and inlpa.rt educa­
tion to our children. Sometinles we ask them 
to live in buildings that we should not like 
to live in ourselves, and I have in )llin(l a 
few places about which I shall tell the Minis· 
ter later. Gteate~ attention should be paid 
to school residences. The head teacher uf 
a school occupies a rather high public position 
and he is entitled to some comfort for his 
wife and family. I£ apeeiul attention is given 
to t·esidences a.t country schools some induce­
ment will be olferetl. to teachers to go out 
there. 

During my term as a membe.r of Pal'lh· 
ment I have had a number of requests for 
cementing the area underne!l.th schools. Upon 
making representations to this end I l1a\te 
always been put off with the argument tlutt 
the materials were required for more urgent 
works, such as the buil(liug of schools au(l 
houses but in view of the u.nswer given b;v 
the Secr~tary for Health and Rome ~ffah·s 
to tbfo\ hon. member for Sanrlgate the othM 
day about the vast amount of coment lle hnA 
stotecl up, that eJCcuse is no longer vaJid. It 
is not good to keep tho'Usands of l.>ags of 
cement very long beca,11se it deteriorates and 
1 suggest t}lat some of this cement might he 
used fot concreting under s<•hools, One 
school in partic\llar is the Tin Can Bay State 
school, which is in a very sandy area.. There, 
on a windy day, sand is blown into the 
children's lunches and a little of the aem\'.11t 
held by the Secretary for H ealth and Ho~e 
Affairs n1igbt well be used to remove th1s 
inconvenietH\e, It is o£ no use putting gravel 
un(lerneath scbools because that is stony and 
is liahlf' to cause the cltililren to hurt thenl· 
~elves. 

At this sta.ge I thank the Minister for 
receiving a deputation frou1 Pia1ba that I 
introduced to him while he was at Mary· 
borough. Pialba is a rapidly growing distri~t 
and wben building restrilltions are lifteil 1t 
will rlevelop even more rapidly, At present 
there are between 700 and 800 childreu the.re 
but they ba;ve no facilities for domestic 
science or manual training. They have to 
h'avel 20 miles to Maryborough for t)Jat 
training. 

Mr. P ower: That is a matter for the 
Secretary for Public Instruction. 

1\fr. HEADING : I agree, but the Secre­
tary foT Publie Works ha.:~ to erect tbe hnild· 
ing. If we had t.he building the rest w(lulrl 
be easy. 

1\Ir. Po"'sr : But the Secretary for Public 
Works cnnnot take auy action until requested 
by the Department of Public llllltruction, so 
I think y01.1 ougl1t to sa'lle tha~ up a.nd ba~e 
a worrl wit.h the Secretary for Public 
Ill struct ion. 
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~[r. BEADDG : t will have a word with 
him, but if I .first get the good will of the 
See1·etnry for Public Works l shs.ll have gone 
11 long way. 

They have done well in that district in 
that two rooms havo been added to the school 
at Uraugan Point, two rooms have been added 
to Lhe Torquay school, and many improve· 
ments have been made to the Pialba. sebool. 
Of course, the number of children was 
inerensing so rapidly that. the doputment 
could not do anything else. 

The Murgon Shire Council is endeavouring 
to get a civic ce.:ntre started and Wll.llts the 
poli~e stotion and Government olliees removed 
so tbut. tbo laud can be used for the Depart· 
menl of Public lnstruetiou. I suggest that 
t11e Mlnistct• look into this matter. 

I waut to refer to the attllck mnde by t.hP. 
Mlnister on the bon. member fol' Aubigny on 
t h ~:~ quc:stion of the valuation of land--

Mr. Power: I did not. 

Mr. B EADING: T he hon. m ember t old 
me that the Minister did and asked me to 
reply. Valua.tions 1vere increa.acd in the Wa.mbo 
shire by 182.33 pllt c.cnt. That was a terrific 
rise wid although I am not attaeking the 
MinL~ter for that T do so on his criticism U1at 
the shire r,ouncil reduced the rate by 50 per 
cent. 

Mr. Power: I did not critic ise it. I 
simply said that rates were reduced. There 
is nothing critieal in that. 

Mr. HEADING: Apparently there has 
been a u1isunderstanding. If rates had bt-en 
kept at the same level after that violent, 
a.lwosL savage, increase the council could have 
beun accused of bleeding its own people. 
There was no intention to bleed the rate· 
Jlayers whHr by keeping the rate al the same 
l<'vel bee:111se it would bt! more t h::m the people 
could afford to pay, particularly Lhe returned· 
110idier ~ettler. I make that statement 
beca.us!l in the passage-at·arms between the 
Minister and the hon. membor--

l\fr. Power: Tbe hon. member said t hat 
wo put vnlunt.ions up to got oxtra land tax, 
wl1 erEms we did not get f~ny more. 

1\[r. JIE.ADING: Tha.t is a diffe r ent 
question Erom the one with which I ·:lTll dealitlg. 

'l'IJe bou. otetnber fo1· 'l'ownsville said thn.t 
the Government have not done all he.> wf)ulrJ 
have Jilt,,d tbom to do and said tbat the la<:k 
of cqui11mont wus uot the fnnlt of the GoveJ'n· 
ment, a.s t1Je1·c was a. world-wido shortage. 1 
wns pnrticulal'ly impressed l>y that staten~ent 
becaUSI! ('I'Cr since f have been a member o£ 
this f'ommittee I havo henrd hon. meroben> 
eriticising the Moore Government, ignoring 
the fart that there was a world·wide depres· 
sion at that time. They also ignore the fact 
tiJnl lour out of the SP1·en Australian Govern­
ments were Labour and they o.ll agreed on one 
Jinanl!is.l plan. I wish to pump it into boo. 
members opposite that that was a world·wide 
condition. 

I II'<IS interested too in the remarlts of the 
Minisll'r on llu:> quesiJon of eont.raut versus 
day labour. The l1on. member for Kurilpa 

rei erred Lo it; uulurn.lly be and the .M.inh· 
ter stand by their prillcipl!:s. The hlittister, 
llowever, sajd that be could not get contrae· 
tor.s to go to CoP.n and Thursday Island. T 
suppo;~e he called tenders for those jobs 
b!'cause no d:~y labour WUllted to go up that 
way. Why did the Minister enll tendE!rs only 
for tbe work ut those two plaeesf 'l'hey were 
the only ones he mentioned. lie has a grudge 
against contractors because they would oot 
go to those place3. Let the ~Hiiister tell us 
whether he has called tenders for work in 
Southern Queensland. I am not at all 
surprisec:l that contractors woulEl not go to 
Coeu or Thursday Is!D.nd. I suggest to thv 
Minister that if he is 110 wedded· to his d&y· 
labour system he carry it out alongside the 
contracto .system and compare the cost of the 
various works. I know that the bon. member 
for Kmilpa spoke about shoddy work unrler 
the coutract system, but woul!l tht~t not be 
the fault of the architects and the inspcctorst 
If 1 lnlke A GoveTJlJ.)tOnt contrac.t Lllm·e are 
officers of the tlepaJ·tmont to see tl1at I can:r 
out tbe conditions, and if I do not, they will 
remaiu to see that I do. Agni11 I suggest 
to the Minister that be call t1ludet•s for work 
in the South und make material~ availa l1le 
to the suet'l'ss£ul tenderer in. the same wny as 
it is availuble for day-labour work an.J lhett 
compare U1o eosts of U1e vurious jol s. LPl 
him then say whether ic is more economictd 
to do the work under the day-labour system 
than by coutract. 

~lr. Roberts: Some contractors do a 
part of their work by day J::d>our. 

Mr. HEADING: I am not arguing that 
they do not. 

All I suggest is that the Minister use both 
systems and compare t.be costs. 1 do out 
know what it costs today to construct eel1oo!s 
under the day-lahour syst.ew but some years 
ago one wns bnJlt near my plaec and I 
know I got a shock to learn tho high eo!ft of 
it. It eould have been built by a contrActor 
for half the price. 

I come now to the subject of the reutovsJ 
of schools. Sometimes tboy are eloso<l und 
left for two or th1·ee ;yea.rs, in the hope t)lat 
Lhe attendance will grow bo justify reopening 
them. Whore a scbool bas to be taken only 
a shoTt ili.st.aJJCe, say a few miles, i t. would Le 
cheaper to take it :Js a wiJole by lorry mt.b~r 
tbtm tllkc it apart. 'rber c is one neu.r my 
own home, an1l it is to be moved ahout soven 
miles. I have suggel!ted to the deparlmont 
that it be taken away by lorry. Tile re is a 
contractor in Kingntoy who could do this 
work. It would provide a suitable school for 
cl1iJrlren at once. That would bP. better than 
pulling it to pieeea. I hope the Minister 
will bear thall iu mind. 

I approve o£ some of the actions of the 
Minister. He has infused some vigour 
into his job, but I bope that beforl' he 
loses the job in May next he will carry ou~ 
mueh more work than be has already done. 

.Mr. S'JU 'l1H (Car pentarla) (9.6<1 p.m.) : 
I commend tbe Minister for the volua.hle 
work he has doue since be assun1ed control 
of this department. There· is tbl.~ to be sairJ 
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for him, that he is energeti<' 111•d broad in 
his outlook. Be has rlonP mu~h good work 
in every part ol' the State. Hit< o8kors are 
bn!rily moving about in t.ht Nol'tlt and .fur 
North West, making reports on the work to 
ho dono in the interests of th~ development 
of t.be 8ta te. 

1 was amused to read t.he spcocbcs of hon. 
members opposite, in which they virtuaUy said 
that the <lepa.rtment bad t3kon no active steps 
in the construction of various public buildings 
t hroughout Queensland. 

r have perused the report o£ tJle d<'pal't· 
ment, which contains a number of splendid 
illustmtions of public buildings. I llm sorry 
l rlicl not band over to the Minister a -photo­
graph of the sehool that 1 :~.ttcnded in the 
north-western part of the St~tc in order that 
lte could publish it sicle by side with photo­
graphs of t.bo Ma.utifuJ sehuol buildiJ:lgs n?w 
beillg erected. The contrast would be strik· 
iltg. I could also have supplied him with a 
photograph of the home io which I was 
reared to publish alongside the beautiful 
workers' dweUings and workers' bomes now 
being erected. They would have provided a 
similar contrast. The people in the remote 
districts of the St.ate built their homes with 
scrub timber. There were no such things as 
workers 1 homes in those da.ys. These photo­
graphs jf published side by aide, would have 
revealed the great progress tJtat has been 
made in bu.ild.iug, particularly in schools nnd 
homes. The Minister and his Government are 
to be commanded for their p rogress in tbis 
direeticm. 

The boo. member for Wide :Say was con­
cerned because the Government had called 
for tenders for a school and police quarters 
at Cocn and a pearl-culture centre and addi­
tions to the hospital at Thursday Island. 
That work was estimated to cost £30,000. 
Wby should not a contractor be asked to go 
to Coen ::wd Thursday I sland 1 Why should 
contractors be allowed to ceotralise bu.ilding 
operations in Brisbane and the more populous 
centres? Why should they be alJowed to hang 
round these centres and tender only for the 
Ju11rat.ive jobs i If t.hey refuse to tender for 
public buildings in Coen and Thursday Islnnd 
or the Gnlf districts they should not be 
allowed to tender for public buildings in this 
pal't of tbe State. A condi tion should be 
illl:lerted in. c~mt:racts prohibiting .contr~ctors 
from submttting tenders for pubho works in 
Uu~ ruore populous ~ntres unless they would 
t~ud~r for publie buildings in our remote 
dist.ncts. 

The Government have for months endea~­
ourl'd to get contractors to tender- for the 
cre~.tion of a. hospital at Oloneurry, estimated 
to cost :otbout £160,000, as well as half a 
million pounds wort.h of Government build­
ings in other places. People :ne compelled 
~o live iJJ the North-West and Gulf districts 
10 onle1· to pursue thei\· various vocations 
nntl supply the wealth for the citios. There· 
foro, llontractors should not bo a.llowcd to 
tender on!y ~or Juc.rative jobs in the more 
act.Ued di11tncts. Hon. membcl'a opposite 
llavo t.l . .,e _Rlld again e"pressed concern about 
centralisation, yot t'oey \fete astounded at 
what they termed the audacity of the 

'lliuister in asking contractors to tender for 
public works in remote centres. Their out­
bursts on thestl matters are not sincere. 
. I know the work tbt\t is going on at all 

ttmes as a reault o.f the progressive public 
works SJ1!tcm. l l'eg-ret that hon. members 
opposite llo not t.ruvel more because then 
they would see mortJ of the pt·ogressive work 
that i$ carried out by the department. In 
m,y el~ctora.te there are more one·teacher 
schools attended by an averu.ge of 10 pupils 
than in lliiJ' other and these schools arc of 
a standard in comparison with attendance, 
equal to that of the schools in the met.ropoli· 
tan areas. 

I helieve that a real local-authority policy 
has been needed foP a long time. \V'beu we 
~o back a few years and aee the system that 
operated the.n, wo roalise the improvement 
tha.t has been rnado. '£he local authorities 
had a policy of collecting all the revenue 
but spending vory little of the money in tho 
area. It was not. until tbe Main R(luds 
Commission started to wol'k and the lo:J.n 
and subsidy system WtlS established that 
local aulhoritiell 'became pYogressive. I sa,y 
in all sincerity tl1at mauy local authorities 
today al'e becoming loo political. 

Mr. H. D. Taylor: You are making them 
political. 

Mr. SMITH: Not at all. We find they 
sit down M their council meetings and they 
turn them into political meetings. They 
rritieise Governmcot poliey and say what 
r.hey should do and what they shoul(l not 
do. H they are going to a.Tgue continually 
about GovonlJncnt policy I :;.g•·ce with the 
hon. mumber for Warrego that the sooner 
we wipe thent oul the better, so that we 
eould put 11. progressive public-works systom 
into operation to bring those areas to the 
progressive stage in which they shouhl ])e. 
Take the Lord Mayor uf Brisbane. What 
has he boon doing during the whole of the 
period of the debate on the budget in the 
Bl'isbane City Council f ne has continually 
·brong'ht politics into it nod urged what the 
Government sllon.l!.l do and what amount of 
money they ebouJd give to him :for losses 
in11Urred durin~ tbo strike and so on. Jf 
that is bls. polk.y and if he w::wts to s.it iu 
the City JTo 11 null call on the .ll!inistor !llld 
(lthers, let us take over the Brisbane City 
Council and run it. In my own electorate 
the progress of the area has been ret:mled 
by squntters or graziera who get onto th~ 
local authority and will not agree to 11pend 
any money in tho sb.ire because tbey might 
have to pay more in rutes. Those counr.ils 
are so backward that no progress can be 
made. They nro cootiuually asking the 
Government to give higher subsidy rates, up 
to 95 (lnd lOO por CC'nt. If numbers of them 
are going to sit t·ound and nrgue wbat the 
Government should dQ and what the Govern· 
ment eau do it is timA we rli.minated those 
lo~;ll authorities >lnd set U'[l a prol:(rcssive 
public-works aystrm in that part of the 
State. 

Mr. H. D. Taylor: That is the Socialist 
Btat.e. 
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}\lr. SllflTH: It is not the Socialist 
Stnte. Hon. rnetnbers opposite a1•c ~~·y1.ug 
out about what, the Government should tlo. 
We <'ould set up an autiliarity sucl1 ag they 
hnvc in Now South Wales-a publir:·work's 
eystem for the benefit o! the State. We find 
the north-western at·eas r.J·yj!lg out for 
amClllities. Only yesterday the Brigba,oc< 
''Telegraph 11 reporttod Mr. 0 'Brien, an 
e11-ccutive bead of the Australian Railways 
l)nion sta.t.i.ng that after making a ~ouc of' 
Lbe ~ortlt and North-West he f011nd there 
were no amr.nities for tile members (l.f hi~: 
union. He ~aid they sho11ld h:Hc swirnnliug 
{JOols and libraries. The Govemn1cm grsnt 
subsidies to local authorities to eslaLlish 
J..lbraries. Wily should the Government be 
blamed when ·local aut.horities do not t(l.ke 
advantage of the loan-subsidy $c.beo1e for 
p1·oviding amenities f For instruwe, t.he 
council in eontrol of the town of Riclnnond 
has only nc.ently tal<en adva.ntagP. of the 
reasonablE' loan-subsidy money made. ~vaU­
able by th.is Government. In 1932, when the 
Forgan Smith Government came into powe1•, 
they der,ide<l to pay a £1 f'or £1 subsidy but 
that shire eouu~,iJ did not tako advantage 
of one penny of this scheme until nboot 
four years ago. 

Mr. H. B. Taylor. What did they do? 

llr. SMITH: They sat down and did 
nothinu. I t is only now that the main streets 
in Ri<lhmond are being sealed witb bitumen 
anc1 that eooCl·ete c.bannelling is being pro· 
vidcd. They ask for an elec~trie·light scheme 
and a public library but from 1932 to 1947 
nothing was done. There are sucll oxamplea 
to be found all over the State. These shire 
counc.illoTS 1nerely sit round a table a.nd argue 
as to what the Government should and sllould 
not clo. A seheme should be formulated to 
control these local authorities in a more pro­
gressive way, for example, under a poliey of 
a public works to be controlled by the 
Minister handling that deparbnent at the 
present time. Th11 Department of Public 
Works is a very important part of the set-up 
of this Govemmeot. 

In conclusion, as 1 know the Minister 
rlesires to make a few points and the time 
for <~losing this debate ia drawing near, I 
would point out that we must see to it that 
local authorities mnke more progressive 
advances than what they have done in the 
past. H they are not prepared to do ao, 
the Government must b1·ing i:u. ways and 
means of .forcing tl1em to do lt for the 
benefit of the people. 

Hon. W. POWEB (Baroona-Secretary 
for Publie Works, Housing ancl Looal 
Government) (9.8 p.m.): I have m11CJh to say 
but in the limit.ed time allowed me to reply 
I sb:<ll have to eliminate some of my remarks. 

J\IJ'. J\lnller: You have monopolised 
nearly t.he whole of the time. 

i\Ir. POWER: I am here every day but 
the hon. member is here only part of the 
time. I give my full time and Rttentiou to 
my duties as a member of Pal'lia.ment 
whereas the hon. member is engaged in 

auothet· business. I will not allow ruembers 
of the Opposition to tell me how to eonduct 
the deba1,e. 1 will not take directions :from 
them. 

1 can assure the hon. member for Bremer 
that r will ask the department t.o have a 
look ut t,he matter of the teebnical college 
at Ipswich and see what can he \lone to give 
the building a face-lift. 

I agree wUb him also in regard to the 
shoTtage of apprentices. 

The water supply to Greater Ipswich is 
Wlder consideration at the present tinle a.nd 
when ruy depa.rtmentaJ officers i.nform me 
that a loan has been granted and :plans have 
been prepared there will be no delay by my 
department in having the plans completed. 

As to the local·government system, that is 
a matter on which the hon. member and I 
agree to disagree. Th.e Local Government 
Act provides the best way to have local 
government-of having one eleetion over tlle 
whole area. However, it is a matter on which 
some members have their own views. There 
is some merit in the al'gument of the hon. 
n1ember for Bremer, but the system of divi· 
sions gets back to the old paroch.ial idea that 
operated itt tbe ward system. 

The hou. member for Wide Bay was very 
complimentary but to a !lertaiu extent eritical 
or the way I have dealt with some matters. 
I apprec.iate construetive criticism at any 
t.inJe-one ca.n always learn from criticism­
hut when I am criticised, I reserve the right 
to reply. 

The !ton. member said the job requires a 
man with 1vide experience in loeal govern· 
meut. I agree with him. I have been a 
member of the Brisbane Clty Council and 
I have made a e)oae study of local govern­
ment. 1 have also asked many members of 
lncal-government bodiell whether they have 
ever read the Locru Gove.r111nent Act or bad 
a eopy o£ it und a large number have admit· 
t.ed that they have not. I compliment those 
men who have long years of service in local· 
government work, for they have done a good 
job1 but the old days of tllo horse and <lart 
and the man running round with the shovel 
filJing in holes havo gone. We are living in 
an age of machinery and we have to develop 
along progressive }j1tcs. Some local authorities 
have the idea tllat if they spend a penny 
on any work it means that the rates go up. 
Then they eomplDin of laek of amenit.ies, 
but you cannot have nmenities if you are 
not prepared to pay for them1 and some of 
the argumonts advanced by the hon. member 
for Wide Bay are t.he best I bave ever heard 
for the aboliticm or merging of local attthori· 
ties. Let me malte it rJear again that it is 
uot the intention of the Govr.rnme:nt to mcl'ge 
local authorities unles!< thll.l'tl is first a request 
£rom the local aut.borities themselves for an 
alteration 'of 'boundaries. Re complained 
about my suggeation thlolt tbe charges for 
amenities should be spread over the .whole 
area. 1t is the duty of a local authonty to 
develop its area, but sou1e meml)era adopt 
the wu·ouhial view a.nd retard progtess. In 
Gayntlah Rome time ago the chairman of .the 
shhe said that if ho wanted to do any\Jling 
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in tl1e town represenLativcs !rom the outside 
Areas voted against it and be could not do 
:u~ything. If ward representatives take that 
nttitude there can uevor bo development, and 
sueh an attiLude is a. solllld reason foe the 
abolition of the wu~d sy11tem. 

'rhen tile hon. member referred to t..llo 
iuuraasod costs of loual govern01ent1 but I 
remincl him tllat it is not confined to country 
area&. Increased costs opel:ltte in every part 
of the State and it is iu an endeavour to 
aaeet those inerenses that we have provided 
sub&idies for Local authorities. 

Then he spoke of m7 criticiam of the hon. 
Dll!tnber !or Aubigny m connection with the 
reduction in rates. I ilid sny to the hon. 
member for Aubigny that with the increased 
valuations there had been a reduetlon in 
rates. He describes the Treasurer as a 
Sbyloek and ~aid that the Treasurer and 
I l1ud sent a valuer out; to in(ll'Case valua.tiona 
so thnt we might collect more lUDd tax. I 
pointed out to l1im thn.t we would not got 
an increase in land tax, because it was levied 
on values pegged at 1942 values. Ho said 
be bad gra,•e 'doubts about that but I remind 
him that I do not get up in this Chamber 
and say things that are untrue. Tbe Act is 
here for all to see, and the hon. member 
lmows that land values n.re pegged also for 
J)rOba.te a.nd succession-duty purposes. 

Let us look at what has hn.ppened as a 
result of the action uf the Valuer·Goneral. 
'rho hon. member for Aubigny said that you 
shoulcl bave a valuation for snles purpose6 11nd 
11. (lill:erent valuation for land-tax purposes. 
That is an absurd starement. He suggests 
thr.tt you should have a va lua.tion of £1,000 
if a man wants to sell OJid a t?aluatiou of 
only £500 for land·tilX purrJoscs. If we are 
to ha.ve two values to meet the wishes of the 
land speculator or landhold<>r, wo migllt as 
\I'Cil destroy the Valuer-General's DepartmeDt 
altogether. 

Mr. Decker: You have two values In the 
Departmellt of Public Lands. 

!(r. McJntyre: Que for resumptions for 
t~o1dit>J' suttlemeut and one for rnlli1g 
pt1 •1'CJses. 

Mr. POWEB: I want to inform the hon. 
lllcmber t.hat values ate pegged at the 1942 
vnlues and remind him tl1at he must not 
forget that th(~rf' h:ls been n C<lnsi,lersble 
increase. 

Mr. Jlclntyre: It is not comparable. 

~lr. POWER: The hon. member and his 
friends asked lbe::e mf'n to go and fight for 
thl'ir country bat when they w:~n t to sell 
tl1cit land to the Ol('ll who fought for this 
cooutry they want to ~ell it :.~t a greatly 
eubanced price. H annoys mo to thlnk that 
a mun who went through all sCorls of con(li· 
t.ious in the de.fcuce of lh is country and 
wants <~ · piece of land on hiR J•cturn-the 
l(lucl he fought for-is charged m1 exorbitant 
price for i~ by people who hold tho land aurl 
who were a blc to iuvest UJOt1ey in wnr loans. 
Tb~y want the highest price thry can get­
winch shows tbe great Pll triotism displayed 
by hon. members opposite. 

Let me inform the lion. member also that 
r:~tes wtJre reduceu ut Toowoombn, Gatton, 
Tiaru, Millmcrruu, Chinchilla and other 
areas as thn result of vaJuat.ions n1ade l;y tho 
Valuer-< foueral 's Department. We ure tolcl 
about rlte IICOd Cur providing amenities fnr 
the peoplu h1 tbo country, but when rates ate 
J'tlduced shil·e couucils come to tht1 Ooveru· 
ment askiug fo r· money. W'hat high finance 
on the part of local authorities! Rates have 
been inercascd in th!l city area. I am not ill 
the babiL of t(!lling untruths and T l1avc 
gh·en the name's ol some loeal authorities 
in whose areas rates were reduced. 

The hou. member for Wiclc B~y referYAd 
~o school residences. They are being })uill 
m many places ~~~ •Juiokly as possible. 

Wit..ll regard to the cementing oE U1e areos 
under schools J WIJ.nt to say that we have 
not the null.erial to do it, and i1 :~notber 
department has tho nw.terial it is not con· 
troUed l.Jy t~l~ Dopar·tmcut of Public Wot'ks. 
I am not ('rll.tcul of coutractors beca.usf! they 
have clono a fair lllllOilnt of excellent work 
fOl' Quecn~land nnd for that I give them full 
ma.rks. There are a number of contractors 
dorng work tor tbe departmenL and for Lbe 
Stale ll ousin,a- Commission. I said that we 
could not get contractors to go to certain 
plares, ancl we could not. get contrnutors to 
tender for lbe buiJding of tbe hospital nL 
~loncurr~,. t!ac cost of which was somewbere 
ln tbe vJctruty of .£250,000. What is mot·e 
we_ hove not. been able to get c,ontr~~ctors t~ 
~111ld homeM 1n many parts of th!l State, a1td 
1f Jt were not £or the .fact th·at we have a 
day-labour orgonisn.Lion ma11y of our people 
would be ho•ue.lesa. 

On the 11ucstion of the removal of sebools 
J\{r. Chapman waa asked to give a price to 
pull _the buildi11g down. As 1o the school 
mentioned hy the hon. member- for Wide 
Bay,. the deportment is looking into the 
9uest1on and 1f the sc.bool is not required at 
1~3 present location it will be moved to the 
Sltc suggested by the hon. member. Tbfl 
:OeJillrtroet•~ of Public Works is a constrncL· 
utg autbonty nr~d we only do work when 
re<]uestefl to do tt. I continually get letters 
from bon. members opposite and £ o 
school committees a.ud other people ;111~ 
shollld not como to mo at all. They sh~uld 
b~ addressed to the departments coucorncrl 
IVlt.ll a request to 1Jave the work undertaken' 
If the. ma~t'r is then referred to nry depart: 
ment Jt Wtll receive early consideration. 

I desire to ha"e recorded in "liansard" 
letterR of appreciation of the work of tho 
Department. o.f Loen.l Government. Various 
local autho~JtJes _submit loan proposals th~t 
have to be wveshgatcd a.nd recommendntions 
made to the Treasurer eoncerning them. 

Two lotturs of appreciation of tbe depart· 
ment's work in tbis respect have boJen scut 
to the dermrtment by the Mareeba Shire 
Conneil. Thu first is elated 24 March 194.8 
and JS /IS :fOllOWS:- I 

1 

"Oear Sir, 
"St~nd Trap at MareelJa Water 

Intake. 
•' At a recent meeting or' this conncil 

tbe council had before it a. report from 
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the pumping engineer, which included 
refel'ence to the sand and silt trap rer.evtly 
installed at the Mareeba, water intake. 

'
1 The engineer reported that the trap 

has proved entirely successfttl, and in 
addition to trapyJmg sand ~.nu silt sufficient. 
to prevent damage to the centrifugal pump, 
it has acted ~s a settling chamber to such 
good effect tllat discolouration in the water 
supply to bo\1sel1olders <l11rit~g flood periods 
was considerably reduced. 

"'l'he council has expressed pleasure at 
the success of the installation, and 
inst1·ucted that I write your department 
conveying the thanks and appreciation of 
the council for the plans suy,plied, IIJld !or 
t11e lll!l'Sonal interest shown in the . work 
throughout by engineer Peu. 

'• Lo<lal councillors recen t;Jy had au 
opportunity of pe1·sonally conveying their 
'appreciation to Mr. Pea_k1 but it is desired 
to plal'lc oo rer.otd the ofii<lial gratitude of 
th<l coun<1il. 

"Youi'S faithfully, 
'' (Sgd.) R. Aruolc1, 

''Clerk. •' 
Tho second letter dated 7 J11M1 19481 is as 
follows:-

11Dear Sir, 
'' £3,500 Loan and Subsi.dy. 

'' lmproved Water Supply for Mareeba. 
11 In co.nnection with this council's in ten· 

tion to proceed with plaus, &<l., for an 
improved water supply sebe1ne for Mareeba, 
and for wltich the Treasury has agreed to 
advance £3 500, I am directed to ask if 
your department can make staff available 
to carry out su.rveys, &c., :.tnd to p .repare 
the necessary plans, specifications, and 
estimates of cost. 

''The conneil has adopted the schellle 
recommended by eng.llieer Peak, and we do 
not expect that complete plans would be 
required immedintel,r. 'l'he construction 
work would be earned out over a period 
of years, in sections, ant) plans would lJe 
reqtrired from time to time £or the various 
sections. 

• 'Our most urgent work in the scheme 
wouhl be the replacement of the existing 
~teel reservoir with a larger concrete 
reservoir1 as suggested by engineer Peak, 
and plans, &c., :f'ol' thls work would be 
raqtti.l'ed at the .first opportunity.'' 

That is the point 1 want to make-
1' The council has every confidence in 

:your depru·tment 's engineers and staff, and 
would be glad to have your acceptance uf 
this work. 

''Yours faithfully, 
"(Sgcl.) R. Arnoltl, 

''Clerk.'' 
'{'hose Jette1·s indicate that t.he local Ulltltori· 
ties appreciate the worl< done fot• them by thli\ 
Department of .Local Government fron1 tirne 
to time. 

The hon. member for Ca.rpentaria, who b:ts 
travel led extensively and has beau over his 
vast electorate on ntunr.xous occasi1ms, makes 
it a practice on visiting >arious I:JOints to 
inq11ire into the . .needs of those Tllaces and to 
report at once to the department. conr.ernirtg 

them. 1£e has travelled i.lt the far Nurtb· 
West and the far North tt.nd he knows tha.t 
it is the policy of the Governll1ent to gi\l'e 
t.he people there every consit.le1·a.tion. IT is 
suggestions almost invariably ho.ve our 
immediate attention. lle madr. <lertain com· 
ments concerning the abnlition of loc~l 
a,ntllorities but, of course, they are only his 
own personal opinions, and every hon. metn· 
ber is entitlt!d to express his opinion on any 
subject. 

We bave reeeived a11plicatious for financial 
assistnuce from local authorities because they 
have reduced their rates. During tl1e recent 
eoal strike applications were rP.ceived trom 
local authorities for fina:nci:ll aid becanse of 
the increased price o£ couJ, which was o'ol:ainetl 
frolll uuusual sources. An application for 
tlnaiiiliill help '~~s a.lso received from a. gas 
company. 

At the end of the year we shall be !osiug 
the se1·vices o£ a very valuable offiaer in th~ 
Chief Gas Examiner and GoverJJment Gas 
Eugiuetn·1 Mr. I•'rauk Sumne1·, wbo ha,s ttct!!d 
in t.hat capacity for 25 years. His work 
com~s under my control. I have fottnd .Mr. 
Sumner to be an excellent auil effir..ieut officer. 
Applications for the vacancy were received 
from a uumber of persons, several .frOm out· 
side of Quet-uslsnd. Mr. llenderson has ueen 
selected to fill the vacau15y. He is highly 
recommended aud h:ts hacl quit.e u. lot to do 
wi~h gasworks. lie was selected only a.fter 
the process oJ' eliminaLion had lJeen applied 
to UH.• Dpplic~~>tions. 

We thank Mr. Sumuer :fo1 the el\cellent 
work he hlls perfonno<l during his many 
years' serviQc. The job of fhing the 1)rice 
of gas is uot by IU\Y menus llJl easy one. 
.Imme(liately the price is li:x:ed in one district 
applicat;ons for review a1·e received :l'rom gas 
compauies io othe·r tlistricts. A very close 
scrutiny ancl nnalysis of the applications must 
be made. Mr. Sumner recently dealt witl1 
a tlllmber of theHfl applications. The illforma· 
tjon suppUed by the companies is caiefully 
analysctl by a u auditor of t.he Auditor· 
Ge.ner:ll 's Department. whose services are made 
availnble to the Gas Examlner. Only reeently 
a numller of ine.reases was made in the price 
of gas in many districts in Queensl;~od aud 
other applications hav9 been received. 

The whole qucstio tt of the price of gas is 
ons that must: be seriously considenJcl par· 
tictllarly as only cm·taiu classes of coal are 
suitl)ble for g::ts·rnalcing purpoNes. During the 
recent coal strike coal conld not be brought 
from 11faitlanfl for one of 01u northern gas· 
works. Styx co~l, w_bi<'~l is suitabl~ for making 
gas, was supplied tu 1t.s stead. From H.o1e to 
t:imf' the <'Ompanies say tl1at as a re~>ult of 
the transport of gas coal from West M11it!anfl 
ih<!Teasetl costs flrt• occasioned. It is <lifficult;, 
after you have ma.dt~ one increase aitP.r 
having determine(! the price in TownsvJlle all(] 
gon•> on to Cairns and Bundnberg and had t.hc 
whole set·up nicely ol'ganised, to receive n 
request for a furthel' in<ll'ease in price at fine 
of those places. 

I nntl thel'e is a consi<leraole leakage of 
gas £rum mains. I recently lenrned that iu 
other parts of the world gas was tt·•c,nsported 
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up to 11 n1iles, whereas in Queenl!la.nd the 
distance is Yery short, th4: j!;tC••tcst I think 
about 4 miles. 'l'be gas compa~ties will have 
to look to theil' l:mrels and sec wbetl1er there 
is a leakage of gas and whether there is any 
W11y of ovenwming i t. They have bad ditli­
culties in ~>ome phases of theit- blJ~:~iness but 
I have had numerous complaints f rom con­
sumers about pressure and allnged overcho.rg­
ing after the recent strike. These matters 
were refened to Mr. Surnncr, wlm adjusted 
u number ot' them by egpJaining the position 
to the variolll! consumt~rs. I regret that he 
ib lettving us and I wish him long years of 
active life and I hope that his future years 
will be very, very happy. 

VO'I'ES PASSED UNDER STANDING ORDER 307 
ANI> SESSIONAL ORDERS. 

At. 9.30 p.m., under Standing Order No. 
il07 an(] Sessional Orders, the <!ucstions f ot 
the followiug votes were put by tho Obair­
ma.n and agreed to:-

£ '· d. Dell3rtroent of Public Works-
Ohlcf Office . . . . . . 63,865 0 0 

Ualance of Vote . . • . 60d.~S3 0 0 
Depanwmt of Ht.'~ltb l\lld liolll6 

Alfaln! • . . . . . . . 5.839,931 0 0 
253,340 0 0 
69G,lll2 0 0 

1,5ll0,169 0 0 

Department or Labour and Indu!lry .. 
Department of .Tu..~oe . . . . . . 
Deparlroent of Tl1e TreMurer •. 
Deparlment of Publio Landl! and 

Irr!RaUon . . . . . . . . 788,418 0 0 
Depa.r1meotof Agrir.ulture and St~ck . . 403,932 0 0 
Department of Public Inslructloo . . 3,093,0S6 0 0 
Dept~rt•neut of tile Auditor•Q()ol'r~l. . 54,952 0 0 
TrUllt a.nd Special Funds EBthnutes .. 28,239,ll03 0 0 
T.oan Fond Acc01mt Esth~~ate~ . . l 1 ,9!)9,000 0 0 
SuJ>-plemeot.ary Estimat.us, J 04&-1040 

(Cousoll<lated Revenue) . . . . 1,918,758 2 1 
Supplementury Trust and Specla.J J(lrnds 

Est1malrn!, 19<l8- Ha9 . . . • 791,232 19 8 
SllllPiembnuu-y .Loau Jlund Account 

Estimates, 19~8-J9i9 . . . . 131,958 16 5 
Vote on Account, 1950-1901 . . . . 11,400,000 0 0 

Resolutions reported, and ordered to be 
rel!eived to-morrow. 

The House adjourned a.t 9.37 p.m. 

Questiml8:. 




