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TUESDAY, 18 NOVEMBER, 1947. 

JI.Ir. SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Bras-sington, 
Fortitude Valley) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

EMPLOYEES EKTERING AND LEAVING 
R.AILWAY SERVICE. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Stanley), for Itfr. 
LOW (Cooroora), asked the Minister for 
Transport-

'' What was the total number of employees 
who (a) entered, and (b) left the service 
of the Railway Department in 1946-4 7 'I'' 

Hon. .J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

'' The public value of this information 
would not be commensurate with the expen­
diture which 'vould be involved in its com­
pilation.'' 

PROJECTORS FOR S~·ATE ScHOOLS. 

J)fr •. lUORRIS (Enoggera) asked the Sec­
retary for Public Instruction-

'' 1. In respect of visual ed ucn tion 
what provision hns been made in the Esti­
mates of the Education .Department 
in respect of the costs of 16 mm. projedors 
for State schools? 

'' 2. If provision has been ma'de, ''"hat 
is the basis of subsidy, and has any decision 
been made in regm·d to the standanlisa­
tion of this equipment P 

'' 3. If not, when will it be made'l'' 

Hon. H. A. BRUCE (The Tableland) 
replied-

'' 1. An amount of £6,000 has been placed 
on the 1947-48 Estimates of the depart­
ment for the purchase of projection equip­
ment for State schools. 

'' 2. Subsidy is paid on the basis of £1 
for £1; yes. 

"3. See No. 2." 

.Ur. KEUR (Oxley) asked the Secretary 
for Public InstnJCtion-

'' 1. Is there any truth in the state· 
ment appearing in the 'Courier Mail' of 
14th instant that an Australian-macle pro­
_jector has been selected as a standard equip­
ment for State schools~ 

"2. Is he certain that the projector 
selected does not contain a considerable 
number of imported parts·, and therefore 
is not of purely Australian manufacture~ 
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'' 3. Is he aware that a purely Australian 
manufactured projector has been available 
for some time, and also that it is the least 
expensive machine now being marketed~ 

'' 4. In any case, why were tenders not 
publicly called instead of the method 
adopted~'' 

Hon. H. A. BRUCE (The Tableland) 
replied-

'' 1. This department has selected the 
Pyrox-Victor sound projector for use in 
State schools. 

'' 2. This projector does include some 
imported parts; every projector made in 
Australia uses at least three imported 
parts. 

'' 3. The projectors offered to this depart­
ment were quoted at the following prices, 
for supply of 50 machines in one order:­
Cinevox-Offered by Viz-Ed Equipment 
Pty. Ltd. (cjo Wright and Kerr, Exton 
House, Brisbane), £180; Kinray-Offered 
by S. & W. Enterprises, Brisbane, £185; 
Pyrox-Victor-Offered by Music Masters 
Radio Co., Brisbane, £193 10s.; Harm our 
and Heath-Offered by Harringtons, Bris­
bane, £200; Bell and Howell-Offered by 
National Theatre Supplies, Brisbane, £240, 
plus freight from Sydney. Of these 
machines the department considers that 
only the Pyrox-Victor and the Bell and 
Howell projectors meet the requirements of 
the schools-having consideration for both 
standard of performance and suitability 
for classroom operation. The price of the 
Bell and Howell machine is much higher 
than that of the other projectors, and it is 
felt that supplies fTom England cannot be 
assured. The other machines are all made 
in Australia. The Department has decided 
that it will serve the schools best by adopt­
ing the Pyrox-Victor as its standard sound 
projector. 

'' 4. As indicated in Question 3, firm 
quotations were obtained from each of the 
local agents for the various proJectors.'' 

CmmiTIOXS ON RESUMED GRAZING 
SELECTIONS. 

)lr. RUSSELIJ (Dalby) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

' 'In reference to the proposed opening 
of about 5,000,000 acres of sheep pastoral 
holdings ,to grazing selection- ( 1) Will 
he endeavour to ensure that existing lessees 
shall remain in possess·iqn of their holdings 
until the incoming selectors obtain their 
licences to occupy9 (2) In the event of an 
existing lessee being deprived of the use of 
his holding before the incoming selector 
takes possession, will he be compens·ated for 
payments of rent, rates, and cost of upkeep 
necessary for the protection of his improve­
ments against damage or deterioration¥'' 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Normanby) replied-
'' 1. It is the invm·iable practice of the 

department to grant to the former lessees 
of expired pastoral holdings an occupation 
license over the land, which occupation 
license holds good until the issue of a 
license to occupy to the selector of any 

block on the expired holding. Upon the 
issue of such license to occupy the occupa­
tion litense is determined in respect of the 
area thus selected. 

'' 2. See answer to No. 1.'' 

RAIL CONCESSION RATES, NORTH CoAST. 

Mr. RUSSELL (Dalby) asked the Minis­
ter for Transport-

'' In reference to his statement on 24th 
instant that, despite the effect of port rates·, 
his department had been able to enter into 
agreements with a: number of people on the 
North Coast whereby, if they agreed to 
consign the whole of their goods by rail, 
they would receive a special contract rate-

'' 1. Are the concession rates in question 
included in the list of special rates which 
appea·r annually in the Commissioner's 
report~ 

'' 2. Are such concession contract rates 
granted to traders and manufacturers only, 
or are they generally available to anyone '1 

'' 3. Do they apply to people of the. North 
Coast only, or are they applicable to any 
person living on the coast, including 
Brisbane~ 

'' 4. As the full freight in such cases is 
usually shown on invoices, has· the Govern­
ment taken steps to ensure that the. advan­
tage of the concession rates is passed on to 
the consumer~'' 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

'' 1. Contract rates showing the places 
between which they are quoted are included 
in Table 22 of the Commissioner's Annual 
Report when the rates are first approved 
of. They are not again inserted when the 
periods of contract are extended, or when 
the rates are extended to additional con­
signors or consignees. 

'' 2. When a contract rate is quoted, it 
is available to other persons under the 
same conditions. 

'' 3. Contracts may be made either with 
firms or persons at the destination or send­
ing stations and are not necessarily con­
fined to stations located on the coastal 
route. 

'' 4. The concession rates are for the 
purpose of securing traffic to the railways, 
and it is assumed that firms or persons 
enjoying them would take full advantage 
of them in securing custom against their 
competitors.'' 

REPORT ON IPSWICH RAILWAY WORKSHOPS. 

~Ir. lUORRIS (Enoggera), for ~Ir. HILEY 
(Logan), asked the Minister for Transport-

" Has he Teceived the report by Mr. Ha r­
rison on Ipswich railway workshops~ If so, 
will he lay a copy on the table of the House 
for the information of hon. members~ 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN ,' (Toowoomba) 
Teplied-

" Yes. The report is a departmental 
document regarding future woTkshop devel­
opment and matters allied therewith. It is 
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now being examined by the Commissioner 
and departmental officers, and the question 
of publishing the recommendations and any 
other reports arising therefrom will be 
consi{iered at a later date." 

DISSECTION OF HOUSING STATISTICS. 

Illr. CHALK (East Toowoomba) asked 
the Secretary for Labour and Industry-

'' 1. Is he aware that the bulletins on 
housing progress issued by the Government 
Statistician throughout 1946 provided a 
table on page 2, giving numbers of dwell­
ings built in various districts of the State, 
but excluding those built directly by the 
Government, and that this table has now 
been made an all-embracing one, covering 
all buildings f 

' '2. Will he issue instructions to revert 
to the former procedure, so that from the 
tables one can find the number of houses 
built directly by the Government, and not 
only the number sponsored by the Govern­
ment, which, of course, includes all those 
built for the Government by private 
con tractors~ 

Hon. J. LARCOMBE (Rockhampton­
Treasurer), for Hon. V. C. GAIR (South 
Brisbane), replied-

'' 1. Yes. 
"2. Consideration will be extended to 

this suggestion when the next bulletins are 
being compiled by the Government Statis­
tician.'' 

ARREARS OF FIRE NOTICES, S.G.I.O. 

IIIr. WAN STALL (Toowong), for Mr. 
DECKER (Sandgate), asked the Trea­
surer-

" 1. Is the State Insuranee Office in 
arrears with the issue of renewal notices to 
property-owners whose houses are insured 
with that office~ 

'' 2. If so, what arrangements are 
operating to cover the insured pending the 
issue of renewal notices~-

Hon. J. LARCOlUBE (Rockhampton) 
replied-

''1. No. 

'' 2. See answer to No. 1. '' 

COMMONWEALTH GRANT FOR RuRAL ROADS. 

lUr. lUACDONALD (Stanley): I desire 
to ask the Treasurer whether he has an 
nnswer to the following question which I 
addressed to him on 29 October:-

"In reference to the grant of £191,000 
mentioned in the Budget as having been 
made available by the Commonwealth for 
expenditure this year on road construction 
in sparsely populated areas and timber and 
rural areas, will he kindly give the details 
of the areas in which this amount is to be 
spent; also, an indication of the kinds of 
roads which will be included under this 
heading of expenditure~" 

Hon. J. LARCOMBE (Rockhampton) 
replied-

'' The areas will include, particularly, 
South-Western Queensland, Central-Western 
Queensland, North-Western Queensland, and 
other parts of far N 01-thern Queensland_ 
Specific information concerning the areas 
will be announced in due course. Informa­
tion as to the nature of the roads also will 
be supplied later." 

STRIKE llY MEMBERS OF A.R.U. 

Illr. P ATERSON (Bowen) without notice, 
asked the Minister for Transport-

" Has the normal working of A.R. U. 
running men or other railway employees on 
today's trains been altered in order that 
employees who are not members of the 
A.R.U. might be able to do work which 
would have been performed today by mem­
bers of the A.R.U., if there ha{! been no 
strike by that union?'' 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

'' The first duty of the railways adminis­
tration is service to the public and the 
rostering of trainmen and others has been 
carried out with due regard to that respon­
sibility, but with the least possible diver­
sion of men from normal workings. As .a 
result of the tireless efforts of administra­
tive and other officials a minimum degree of 
public inconvenience has been suffered. The 
majority of the long-distance trains are 
being run to their respective destinations 
and a reasonably goo{i suburban service has 
been provided. In the South-western Divi­
sion only one train was not manned. 

' 'It is to be regretted that for the first 
time in history instructions were issued by 
a union for trainmen to leave their trains 
at the nearest staff station in the vicinity 
of midnight, one important train with nearly 
200 passengers aboard being so sidetracked 
between Gympie and Maryborough, necessi­
tating pnssengers being transhipped to 
another train in the middle of the night, 
while arrangements had to be made for a 
w~tgon of fish on the same train to be sup­
plied with ice by lorry from Maryborough 
and a large quantity of frozen beef on this 
train had to be transferred to Gympie by 
lorry. 

''That the members of the Australian 
Railways Union were by no means 
unanimous in connection with this strike is 
illustrated by the fact that of 521 members 
of that union employed in the Ipswich work­
shops only 111 or 21 per cent. absented 
themselves without leave, while all over the 
State a certain number of members of the 
same union reported for work.'' 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Bureau of Sugar Experiment 
Stations for the year 1946-1947. 
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Report of the Commissioner of Prices 
under the Profiteering Prevention Acts, 
1920 to 1938, for the year 1946-1947. 

Report of the Queens·land Housing Com­
mission for the year, 1946-1947. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table:-

Notice of Road Closure under the Labour 
and Industry Act of 1946 and the State 
Development and Public Works Organisa­
tion Acts, 1938 to 1940. 

Regulations under the Fish Supply 
Management Acts, 1935 to 1946 (Odo­
ber 30). 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS AND 
DEVELOPMENT AID ACTS AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

THIRD READIKG. 

Bill, on motion of Mr. Larcombe read a third 
time. ' 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF COMMI'l'TEE-ESTI..\IATES­
THIRTEENTI! AND FOURTEENTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 

(Mr. Manu, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

ESTIMATES·IK-CHIEl!", 1947-1948. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Debate resumed from 13 Xovember (see 
p~ge 1391) on Mr. Po1Yer 's motion-

'' That £50,081 be granted for 'Depart­
ment of Public Works, Chief Office.' '' 

}Ir. }[ciN_TYRE (Ounningham) (11.16 
a.m.): I desue to speak on the vote for this 
1·ery importa~t department but before doing 
so I should hke to congratulate the Minister 
on l~is eleva ti_on ~o Cabin et rank. My 
expenence of hm1 smce I havP been in this 
Chan:ber suggests to me that he 1vill bTing 
to Ins work the enthusiasm that 1Yill enable 
him to bring the department to a high 
standard of effic-iency. I certainlv trust that 
events will prove that to be so: This is a 
1·ery important vote, because it is the medium 
wheTeby the lag in public buildings during 
the waT :rears may nmv be overcome. The 
~kpartment has played a very important part 
m the public-works building programme of 
the State. 

Much hns been said of the neglect that has 
occurred in the building of schools in nunl 
areas and I concur with much of it. HmY­
e.-er, I should like to add that this neglect 
existed even prior to the war and generally 
the conditions in this respect hn.-e been ,-er'y 
unsatisfactorv indeed. Strenuous effOTts 
should now Jje made to 01'ercome this lng nnd 
in this connection some discretion might be 
extended to the ,-m·ious school committees. 
A school committee generally ·decides 1Yhat 
repairs are required and then an inspection 
iP made by an officer of the departnwnt who 
ma) re~ommenc1 that certain things be d01w, 
hut genemlly the result is nil. Then it is 
found necessary to enlist the services of the 
pohLical Tepresentative for the district. That 

procedure is entirely 1vrong. There should 
be the utmost collaboration between the De­
paTtment of Public Works and the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction to maintain a 
high standard of efficiency, a standard that 
we can reasonably expect to obtain so that 
adequate school buildings are provided 
throughout the State. One reason why that 
standard of efficiency does not obtain is that 
there is a lack of co-ordination between 
them in the matter of effecting essential re­
pairs, and that is why a little push is needed 
by the political representati.-e for the district 
to see that the standard of efficiency is 
achieved. There is also a lack of co-ordina­
tion between the central organisation in Bris­
bane and the branches in rural areas. While 
the inspectors attached to some of the sub­
departments are most anxious to have the 
work done there is a lack of co-ordination 
between them and the head office in the city. 

lUr. Power: What grounds have you got 
for making that statement "I Give us a case 
in point so that we can investigate. 

}Ir. 1UciNTYRE: My grounds for making 
that statement is this: we can have a local 
inspector 1Yho may be quite happy an·d enthu­
siastic in getting work done, but nothing 
happens. There must be a reason for that. I 
am of opinion-and I hope the Minister will 
hn-estigate it-that there is lack of co-ordina­
tion between the outside representatives of 
the depm·tment and the central authority. It 
is essential that we should have decentralisa­
tion of authoritv. Too manv decisions must 
be made in Brisbane where there is complete 
lack of knowledge of the requirements of 
rnral areas. In my electorate, in the middle 
of the year, a school was burnt down. A com­
mittee got busy and established the school in 
a private residence, which also was burnt 
down. 

}fr. Power: It looks as if there were a 
fire-hug out there. 

lUr. lUciNTYRE: That is beside the 
point. The committee then organise-d a work­
ing bee and out of the iron of the buildings 
destroYed in the fire built a little building 
15 x 2o, ,,-ith a low roof. Throughout the 
winter the teacher taught the children in that 
makeshift building. \Ve are now in the month 
of November, yet nothing has been done to 
re-establish that school. Representations have 
been made by the committee, and it has been 
promised that a school will be removed from 
another centre. \Ve are now facing the hot 
1Yeather. It is disgrnceful that a school 
should be conducted in such a makeshift 
building, not only throug·hout the winter but 
the summer also. Had those conditions 
obtained in Brisbane action would have been 
taken long ago to remedy them. 

I hope that the Minister in his enthusiasm 
»"ill aim at reorganising the whole of his 
department and bringing about a mme prac­
tical expression of the desire of the people, 
so that effect will be given to the essential 
demands made on the department from time 
to time. Many minor repairs should be 
effected ,,-ithout any delay, if a policy of 

decentralise-d authority was established. Today 
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it is possible to spend £5 in a centre with­
out departmental approval. That amount 
should be increased to £15 or £20, to allow of 
many minor works to be effected. I recall 
an occasion when the roof of a school was 
blown off. The department sent out and 
replaced the roof, but the workmen did not 
:fix up the stove, and so the children had to 
shiver throughout the winter, because no 
tradesman was available for that purpose. 
That is just plain foolishness. Authority 
should be veste·d in someone to carry out such 
work promptly. The department should even 
at this stage launch a progressive school-build­
ing programme for the future, particularly 
as it affects the rural areas. It will be said 
that the trouble today is shortage of material, 
but we must plan ahead and be ready for the 
time when those shortages will be overtaken. 

I have an excerpt from the daily Press that 
suggests what New South Wales is doing in 
this respect. I hope that the Minister will 
consider seriously taking similar action. The 
Press report states-

" School Building, New South Wales Plan. 
''A record school buil;ling programme 

which has been launched by the New South 
Wales Government will benefit country 
children. ' ' 

All the emphasis should be on the word 
''country.'' 

''Every new school will incorporate the 
latest architecture techniques and colour 
schemes to produce psychological effect. 

''Among the features are buildings plan­
ned to admit the maximum of light, folding 
walls or glass windows which slide out of 
the way to open on to sun terraces, heating 
equipment in classrooms, drying rooms 
where children caught in bad weather can 
hang their clothes, mural decorations, lunch 
rooms, and accommodation for voluntary 
workers to make Oslo lunches. 

''Planting of trees for beautification has 
become a factor in all modern school plan­
ning, it was stated.'' 

I think the Minister should endeavour to 
work out some progressive scheme that might 
be put into effect to bring our school build­
ings and surroundings up to the standard 
that is necessary. There is a very distressing 
set of circumstances in our rural schools. 
Not only the schools themselves but the 
teachers' buildings also are far below the 
standard of comfort that obtains generally. 
That has a tendency to create discontent 
and dissatisfaction amongst the school­
teachers ; and it is a reflection on the Depart­
ment of Public Works that it has not 
advanced with the times. Not only school 
buildings but teachers' residences, court 
houses, police stations and other Government 
buildings and hospitals come within the scope 
of that criticism and I believe that under the 
present organisation the Department of Public 
Works cannot cope with the work; therefore 
I believe there is unlimited scope for the 
newly-appointed Minister to demonstrate his 
capacity to bring something more progressive 
and acceptable to the community into this 
department. 

I should like to say a few words about the 
Local Government Department. We find 
throughout the whole of our local authorities 
there is much consternation and dissatisfae­
tion because of the lack of co-operation 
between the various departments, which is 
having the effect of not only delaying the 
execution of their programme but making it 
more expensive. I will tell you about one 
of the complaints. We :find that the shire 
clerk, when dealing with various activities 
in connection with local authorities, must 
enter into correspondence with various 
departments-the Co-ordinator-General's De­
partment, the Main Roads Commission, the 
Local Government Department, the Treasury 
and the Department of Public Works. He 
spends a great deal of time in correspondence 
with various departments in connection with 
the approval of certain work. I believe that 
the local authority should be able to get 
results by dealing with one department only. 
I believe that it is the responsibility of the 
various departments to work harmoniously 
with one another. Under the present system 
files are being built up, certainly, but no 
progress is being made. The departments 
arc demanding that our shire clerks fill in 
more and more forms for statistical purposes: 
so the work of the offices is increasing. A 
local authority, for instance, must return a 
balance sheet showing the whole of the year's 
activities. It is very regrettable that the 
shire clerk should be put to this extra trouble 
and expense of making out statistical forms 
and returns; it is overloading the office. 

Again, I think that some mod~fic_ation should 
be made in regard to permisswn to buy 
e;,sential equipment required by the local 
authorities. Today tenders must be called 
for everything in excess of £100. ! think 
that is wrong. There should b~ an mcre_nse 
in the amount they can spend without callmg 
tenders. That requirement may have been all 
right at one time, but because of t)1e increa~0 
in all values and the enormous mcrease m 
the price of equipment required by loc~l 
authorities I think the :figure of £100 IS 
ridiculous· it should be doubled or trebled. 
It should be competent for the local authority 
to suspend that loan procedure in the pur­
chasing of trucks and other essential equip­
ment and plant. I believe it is practicable. 
Earlier in the debate a good de~! was s~Id 
about the right of a local authonty _to bm!d 
up a reserve fund that would be re.adily avail­
able for the purchase of essential reqmre­
ments. As one who has had a good deal. of 
experience in local-authority wo~k, I t?mk 
that a reserve fund should be bmlt up from 
the general fund. Always there are o.dds ancl 
ends of moneys that could be readily used 
for this- purpose. 

Much has been said about the financial 
difficulties of shire councils. The Premier 
the other day made a statemen_t _to the effect 
that the credit of local authonties was on a 
very high level and I agree _t~at that is so, 
but it is due not to the stability or strength 
of their financial set-up but rather to the 
efficient management of the local body by the 
men who have been charged with it. I think 
today local authorities generally have arrived 
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at the stage where it is financially impos&'ible 
for them to discharge effedively the reflllonsi­
Lilities that are theirs under the charter given 
to them. The time has long passed when the 
>Yhole of their revenue should be obtained from 
the landholders. Every section of the com­
munity should ·be called on to subscribe to 
the facilities lll[(de available for road tran&'­
port. 

The other day the Minister made a 
statement that the shires are not embar­
rassed because of a shorta.ge of unskiller1 
labour. I suggest that he was misinformed. 
During the la'st few >veeks I hired three men 
in this city to go out to the wheat-growing 
areas, where labour is badly needed, but when 
these men went to the Labour Bureau to 
obtain railway passes the passes were refused 
and they were told that 70 unskilled labourers 
>Yere required for Brisbane City Council work. 
It is regretta'ble that >vhen men are eager to 
go out to rural areas to work in the great 
,,-heat industry they should not be permitted to 
do so. 

)fr. Power: They were not prevented. 

)[r. 'UclNTYitE: They were not granted 
rail passes. 

}fr. Power: There is no direction of 
labour. 

.Hr. ::IIclNTYRE: As the result of repre­
sentations made the irregularity was corrected 
but I point to this incident to suggest that 
there must be a shortage of unskilled labour 
,,-hen the Brisbane City Council is short of that 
number of men. 

As we know, the Valuer-General's Depart­
ment was set np to bring about uniform valna­
tions throughout the shires in Queensland. 
I believe that is very clesira!Jle but the >York 
is proceeding too slowly. The shires generall:· 
are in favour of uniform valuations, which is 
Yery desirable from many anglrs, as men >Yith 
experience in local-authority work realise, 
but the work is proceeding too slowlv and 
this is causing much concern among" local 
bodies. If a valuation is made in onlv one 
m·ca it should be declared immediately. · 

:IIr. Power: That is the position. An 
amendment of the Act \Yas put through this 
session. 

:lfr. _:IId~TYRE: Shires are grouped into 
Yalnatwn areas and up to the moment uo 
Yalnation is being released until the valuation 
of that group has been completed. 

:ur. Po>rl'r: That is not the position now· 
the Act has been amcnqed. ' 

. }fr. ::trci~TYRE: I am glad to hear it 
1:' not so and I hope effect will be gi.-cn to 
that 1mprovement in the Valuer-General's Act. 
Many shires will be compelled to wait years 
before a declaration is made and this· will 
he sure to cause congestion in the appeal 
courts when the valuation is declared. 

I was disa'ppointed to hear the Minister 
say that he had never heard mentioned in this 
Chamber the matter of giving the right of 
appeal to a local authority against a Yaluation. 
J would remind the hon. gentleman 
that on 1 November, 1944, an amendment 

whose object >Yas to give that right >vas 
moved on a ela'use in the original Att in this 
Chamber, but defeated. 

The CHAIR~IAN: Order! The lwn. mem­
ber is getting away from the matter before the 
Committee. 

JUr. JUciN'l'YRE: I was replying to the 
&tatement by the Minister that the matter was 
never raised in this Chamber. Howei'Cr, if 
you, Mr. Mann, rule that I am out of order 
I shall have to pass on, but I would suggest 
tha't if '"e are to have uniform Yaluations that 
right should be given. 

The recent action taken to appoint addi­
tional health inspectors was unjustified, 
because an analysis of the position will dis­
tlose that the general health of the community 
has improved so much under the present 
set-up that the imposition of extra expense 
on the shires is unwarranted. I trust that 
before local authorities are burdened with the 
extra expense of additional health inspectors, 
some consideration will be gh·en to the 
improved standard of health in our local 
authorities. 

Jlr. GRAHAJI (Mackay) (11.36 a,m.): At 
tht> outset I join with other ban. mem!Jrrs 
in congratulating the Minister upon his elent­
tion to his present high office. I feel that 
he will follow closely the good work that 
"as clone by his predecessor. 

I believe that we can look forward to a 
progressive and active programme of pu ltlic 
works in the vears ahead. There is no doubt 
that a public~works programme is a definite 
nnd essential part of government. This has 
1Jeen illustrated by what the Department of 
Pu!Jlic Works did dming the depression years 
nnd is doing even now when times are return­
ing to normal. The public-works progrmmne 
and policy pursued by a Government have a. 
definite effect upon the economy of the State 
in that they are the means of giYing work 
to many tradesmen and other workers. \'V e 
are looiring fm·ward to ne>Y buildings and 
additions to existing buildings in the years 
to come, and it is the Department of Public 
Works that will be entrusted with the respon­
sibility of achieving this desirable end. 

During the debate hon. members opposite 
have offered a good deal of criticism of the 
Department of Public vVorks. In my vi~w 
such criticism >Yas unwarranted and unfmr, 
beeause I feel that no-one could find fault 
>vith its activities in prc-1Yar :·eat·s. 'rhi~ 
work was important to the community in that 
such necessary buildings as schools and 
hospitals >vere being erected. The >Yar effort, 
of comse, curtailed this work to a great 
extent, but since the war has finished the 
department has been vigmously carrying on 
>l'here it left off. 

The scope for public >Yorks is unlimited. 
Onr public buildings are already a credit to 
the State and they compare more than fm-our­
ably with those of other States, but ,,-e should 
not rest on our laurels because there is much 
:;till to be done. All the maintenance work 
1 hat was neglected during the war years has 
to be carried out now, and this is natnrally 
restricting the erection of new buildings. 
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I wish to thank the department for the 
v, ork done in my electorate. Despite the fact 
that the housing programme has taken up 
much of the available material and man­
]JOWer, the Department of Public Works has 
been able to complete additions to three 
schools in my electorate. This good work is 
not peculiar to the Macka v electom te as a 
perusal of the report of th'e departme1~t will 
disclose. 

I believe therefore that the criticism of 
this department by Opposition members was 
unjust. I quote for instance the remarks 
made by the hon. member for Cooroora a few 
days ago in which he took the department 
to task. He had made a tour of his electorate 
and he mentioned in this Chamber every 
school, police court and public building and 
more or less criticised the Department of 
Public Works for the condition of those build­
ings. When the Minister replied he showed 
the hon. member for Cooroora that the works 
he had complained of had been approved. 
That reply by the Minister demonstrated one 
of two things: either that the hon. member's 
predecessor had not been on the job of attend­
ing to the wants of his electorate or that the 
hon. member for Cooroora was unfair and 
unjust in his criticism. No-one is more con­
versant with the requirements of electomtes 
than the Minister; the department will see 
to it that the necessary work is undertaken 
as far as is humanly possible. 

I IYish to make one or two suggestions in 
Tegard to this department because I believe 
the time is opportune for its reorganisation. 
I h~Yc no wish to steal the MinistC'r 's thunder 
in this reg~rd; he is big enough to accept 
in the spirit in which it is offered wh~t I 
have to SRY ill the IYaY of cOI~structive 
eriticism. The present set-up has done a 
good job; it is capable of doing a good job 
lmt b;- a reorganisation it would be capable 
of doing better work. I,et us take for 
il;stance the matter of decentralisqtion. At 
the 1ncsent time the IYhole of the progmmme 
of thl' Department of Public Works is 
anangcd and decided in Brisbane. I belieye 
tLnt IYith the growth of Queensland and the 
(]eYelopment of the northern parts there 
sl,onld be a Department of Public -works in 
the North with authority to undertake 'York 
in thnt section of the State. If part of the 
set-up in Brisbane was transferred to the 
i\ orth we should get better results, because 
instead of having to rely on the Brisbane 
office to provide plans ~nd specifieations, that 
work l'Onld be done in the North. Bv so 
r1oing ''"e should get qnic·ker and better 
results. 

Quite recently in the construction of schools 
in J\faclmy considerable delay \Yas experienced 
unr a rnther minor matter-the putting in of 
n eonple of pairs of casements. The district 
supenisor was agreeable that the work should 
be done but because it IYas 110t in the plan 
he ditl not have authority to alter the plan. 
I do not think that the matter is yet finalised 
nnd I belieYe that if district supervisms had 
grcnter authority-and they arc capable 
lmiltlcrs-they could make these minor altera­
tions ,,-ithout the necessity of referring every­
thing to Brisbane. If a change in plan 1ms 

1nmted here or there, such as the putting up 
of a partition to suit local requirements, the 
district supervisor should be allowed to go 
ahead \Yith the job. At present any such 
matter has to be referred to Brisbane and 
delay is occasioned. 

I think that the Department of Public 
\Y orks should gq ahead and establish in the 
North-and I do not say that it should be 
established in i\fackay, Rockhampton or 
'Iownsville-its own factmy. At the present 
time the department has to rely on the far­
tory in Brisbane to get casements, doors and 
other building requisites, whereas a factor;­
in the North could provide the whole of the 
requirements for building operations in the 
North. 

According to the departmental report, the 
Brisbane factory is capable of producing 
building requirements at prices lower than 
those charged by private establishments, and 
I suggest that if a sub-department like the 
State Stores Board was set up in the North 
it would meet the requhements not only of 
the Department of Public Works but also of 
private tmders. Its tmding activities shouH 
not be restricted to Government departments, 
but should be available to the people generally. 
The State Housing Commission draws plans 
and specifications for privnte homes but this 
sen-ice is not ayailable to the general public 
who have homes built by priYate contractors. 
The department has its own staff of architects 
an-cl I belieYe that these, too, should be made 
available to the general public where homes 
are not built hy the State Housing Commis­
sion. At the present time home-builders who 
have to erirploy prh-ate contractors, are called 
upon to pay an enormous amount for plans 
and specifications prepared by private archi­
tects, and I suggest that the aTchitectural 
serYicc of the Department of Public \Vorks 
shonhl be made available to them. It should 
he one of the functions of Government to do 
it. If the GoYernment established a joinery 
factoTv in the North to meet the requirements 
of all· home-bnildeTS, and made the services 
of its Architectnrnl Branch available to them, 
a splendid senicc would be nvailable to the 
\YOrking-class people that is not always avail­
able to them today. 

\Yith the growth that has taken place in the 
North, the need for new schools and improve­
ments and additions to existing ones is veTy 
acute. ).Tore consideration will have to be 
given to the suitability of the type of bnil·cl­
ing tlwn hitherto. I do not say that the 
existing school buildings aTe entirely unsuit­
able, hut much more consideration will have 
to he giYen to the climatic conditions in the 
building of schools. MOTe attention will have 
to be giwn to yentilation and natural light­
ing. ::\fnn;· existing huildings were constructed 
;·ears ago without a proper regaTd to 
the placing of windows to give the maximum 
of natural light. A number of schools are 
facing in the wrong direction, IYhich means 
that at certain times of the day, the sun beats 
down on an aspect of the building in a way 
that is not to the benefit of the children. 
Teachers ha;-e had to take the chiHren under 
such schools to escape the humid conditions 
that obtnin inside them at these times. The 
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depa1·tment will have to give greater atten­
tion to these matters, because the mere draw­
ing of a plan of a school building for, say, 
Mackay or Charters Towers, is not enough. 
Proper regard will have to be had to adequate 
ventilation and proper lighting. 

The position of a district supervisor, 
Department of Public Works, is a very 
important one. We have a very capable man 
in Mackay, but I think that the department 
in Brisbane has not always been as sympa­
thetic with these men as it might have been. 

At 11.50 a.m., 

Mr. HILTON (Carnarvan) relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. GRAHAM: I quote the case of our 
previous district superviso~·, who resigned 
from the department because of the bad deal 
he got from it. I am not quoting this case in 
criticism of the department, because this 
gentleman is now out of the department. 

Jlir. Power: When did he resign? 

lUr. GRAHAli: About 12 or 18 months 
a~. If greater consideration was given to 
these district supervisors in the problems they 
have to deal with, and particularly greater 
sympathy at the Brisbane end, the depart­
ment would be able to retain these officers. 
Mr. Binnington was a very capable man but 
because he could not get a proper deal from 
the Brisbane office-this was during the war 
when it was difficult to get materials and 
man-power-and he was harasse-d. by the 
department he remarked, ''My place is 
out of the department; I cannot do the right 
thing by it, so I will get out.'' The depart­
ment should aim at trying to retain men 
possessing the ability of the former district 
supervisor at Mackay. Quite a number of 
good men occupy similar positions in the 
department an<i they should be encouraged to 
get the best service for the department. The 
department can expect to get that service only 
by its sympathetic encouragement and permit­
ting these officers to go ahead and do the 
job. A district supervisor has a big respon­
sibilitv. He has to overcome problems con­
cerni~g man-power and materials, which have 
to be got ready on the job. If district super­
visors are going to be pushed and ''stood 
over'' simply because they are not able to get 
through the work through no fault of their 
own, the department must eventually get into 
trouble. 

The new district supervisor at Mackay, Mr. 
King, is an excellent man an<i is doing a 
great job. I have no complaints from him 
but he does run up against little bits of 
trouble. His instructions must come from the 
South and while awaiting those instructions 
he is pushed by the people concerned in his 
centre. Conditions are improving and are a 
little better than they were. If my sugges­
tion to set up a section of the Department of 
Public Works in districts like Mackay was 
adopted, with labour on the spot, and authority 
had not to be obtained from Brisbane for all 
works as at present, the district supervisor 
would be able to do a better job than at 

present. I am not suggesting that the depart­
ment is not -ioing a good job at present in 
the district. It is. 

One has only to look at the expenditure of 
the Department of Public Works from 1944 
up to the present to visualise its vast ramifica­
tions. We expect to see in 1948 and the 
following years greater expenditure on public 
works. That is necessary and desirable. It 
will increase work for many artisans such as 
carpenters and plumbers and is a desirable 
object of the Government. I sincerely hope 
that the works programme will be carried out, 
that the Minister will put his head down, as it 
were, and the department will be brought up 
to that position we all desire. 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public Works) (11.55 a.m.): The hon. 
member for Mundingburra in his speech 
implied that the hands of local authorities 
were tied by the Government. 

That statement is not correct. The local 
authorities have their own local autonomy and 
theTe is a charter under which they work. 
There aTe, of course, certain matters tJ:at 
must be referred to the Government for 
approval. If the local a'uthority d~sires to 
obtain a loan approval must come from the 
Government. 'l'here is a very sound reason 
for that-the Government are guarantors of 
all loans raised by local authorities. Never 
have I known a local authority not to be 
allowed to borrow money for an undertaking, 
so I do not think the local authorities are 
suffering any hardship for having to refer 
those matters to the Government for a'pproval. 

Mr Maher: The. real question is: have 
you ~ver vetoed the purpose for which the 
local authority required the money~ 

JUr. POWER: I have no knowledge of 
its having been done. All thes_e matters are 
closely investigated. Such a ~hmg _wou~d not 
be done without very close mveshgatron at 
least. If' a local authority desires to do a 
certain work the ratepayers have specific rights. 
They have the r~ght to demand a poll\ and if the 
majority of them decide against th~ propos~d 
work I think the Government are JUStified m 
not ~llowing the local authority to proceed 
with it. I am sure the hon. member for West 
Moreton would agree that the majority must 
rule. 

Then by-laws are made by local authoTities 
-within the city of Brisbane we call them 
ordinances. On being passed by the local 
authority such a by-law is forwarded _to _the 
Governor in Council for appToval. It IS first 
submitted to the 0Town Law Office to ascer­
tain whether it is in conflict with any other 
law and to ensure that it is put into proper 
legal form and then su?mitted ~ln-ough my 
department to the Executive CounciL In ·every 
case that has occurred during my brief period 
the local authority's by-law has been approved. 

In regard to the question of a benefited area, 
the local authority declares the aTea and the 
decision is submitted to the Minister for his 
approval. I have had no reason to reject any 
such proposaL The Dir.ector of Lo_cal Govern­
ment works in an advisory capacity, and he 
has been very helpful indeed to the local 
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authorities throughout the length and breadth 
of Queensland; and they have appreciated 
his work. 

3Ir. Sparkes: No man has a wider know­
ledge. 

:ur. POWER: The question of subdivi­
sion lJy local authorities came up during the 
debate. The local authority imposes certain 
eonditions in regard to the sub-division of 
land, and sometimes these opemte far too 
harshly on the owner of the property. I have 
known of instances in which the local authority 
has demanded ''Vater channelling and bitumen 
roads before it would approve of the sub­
division, whereas in the adjoining area it 
provided only an earth channel and an earth 
road. I know of a case in which the person 
concerned exercised his right of appeal against 
the decision of the local authority and I 
:1ppointed an officer to investigate the matter; 
and the decision was given against the local 
authority because it was asking the person to 
expend money out of all proportion to the 
value of the asset. That is a protection to 
the owner of the property, and is only fair and 
reasonable; and I do not think the local 
authorities should have any complaint in that 
respect. 

The hon. member for Marce miscd the 
question of buildings for State services. 1 
ltaYc dealt with that subject in an earlier 
speech. I am not going to erect buildings for 
State senices while people are looking for 
homes. 'rhe policy of my department and 
the policy of the Government are that homes 
must he provided for the people in prefer­
c·nce to new buildings for public servants. 
At the. same time, we are doing all we can to 
relien the situation. There is a shortage of 
accommodation, and the Government, de&·pite 
the fnet that they own a number of buildings, 
are pa)·ing rent to private owners to house 
public servants. In addition, we aTe from 
time to time looking for accommodation, but 
1\'hile \Ye are waiting for homes for the people 
I am not ·willing to agree to the erection of 
any building that can be done without. 
Homes eome first, as I am sure hon. members 
IYi!l agree. 

Jir. Brantl: That is our policy. 

:ur. POIH~U: I did not know the hon. 
un•mlJer 's party had a policy. I am very 
glad to know that the hon. member is again 
trying to steal the policy of this side. J<'rom 
time to time we have succeeded in convert­
ing the Opposition to our \Tay of life, our 
Yie11·s, and our policy, and there is not the 
slightest doubt that when the next election 
tomes rolmd the hon. member will go out and 
advocate the things this party has been 
~~d,·ocating for a number of years, !Jut he 
n·i!! lJC advocating them with his tongue in 
l1is cheek. 

The hon. member for Marec made the 
suggestion that officers of the department 
should be stationed throughout Queensland. 
Jt was an excellent suggestion but, like Rip 
Yan \Yinkle, the hon. member ha"s· been 
asleep for years. For years we haYe had offi­
rc·rs at Cairns, Townsvillc, Charters Ton·ers, 

Mackay, Rockhampton, Maryborough and Too­
woomba, and the hon. member is advocating 
the introduction of something that ha"s been 
an accomplished fact for a number of years. 
This goes to show that despite the fact that 
the hon. member has been in Parliament for 
a number of yea·rs he has not taken the 
trouble to study the reports submitted by the 
Department of Public Works. 

As a matter of fact, it IYould be impos­
sible for the whole of the works to be carried 
out from Brisbane. This brings me to the 
suggestion made by another hon. member that 
we should allow school committees to do cer­
tain things with regard to repairs to school 
buildings and his criticism that at present it 
was left to Brisbane to decide whether they 
should be put into effect or not. As a matter 
of fact a school committee does not decide 
these matters at all. If there is anything 
wrong with a school building-perhaps it 
requires repairs-and the hea"d teacher does 
not bring the matter under the notice of his 
departmental head, he is not doing his duty. 
When the Department of Public Instruction 
receives the complaint it is referred to my 
department, and Mr. Lyons then sends it on 
to the supervisor in the part of Queensland 
from which the complaint originated. The 
matter is then investigated, a recommenda­
tion is submitted to my department, and the 
necessary approval given. 

'l'here is a good deal of merit in the 
suggestion made by the hon. member for 
Cunningham that an inspector should have 
authority to speml a g1:eater sum of money 
than he is allowed to spend at present, and 
I can assure the hon. member that I will 
give it serious consideration. 

I think it was the hon. member for Maree 
who referred to 'l'hursday Island. I would 
inform the Committee that I gaye instruc­
tions for the Valuer-General to make a 
valuation of 'l'lmrsday Island with a view to 
restoring local go\'CTnment there and the 
matter is being investigated at the present 
time. The Department of Loeal Government 
now administers Thnrsdav Island and \Ye 

provide money on the Estimates for that 
purpose, but I believe that a m1mlJcr of 
people haYc returned to the island and taken 
up their occupations there. 'rhc vahwtion 
will be made and \Yhen it is submitted to 
the Director of Local Government the 
restoration of local government to 'l'hursdav 
Island \Yill receive serious consideration. 'I 
believe \Ye should restore local government at 
Thursday Island as soon as possible. 

'l'he giving of the right of appeal to a 
local authority against a valuation also was 
mentioned bv the hon. member for Marec. 
As a matter" of fact, there was some doubt 
as to whether the right of appeal did lie 
in the amending legislation introduced by 
my predecessor during the last session o'f 
Parliament. One magistrate said the right 
of appeal did not lie, another said it did 
and the opinion of the Crown Law Office wa~ 
that it did. To clarify the matter and put it 
beyond all doubt, during my a·bsence from 
the House owing to illness an amending Bill 
was put through that cleared the matter up. 
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The question of valuations by the Valuer· 
General's Department is R contentious one 
and I know it is exercising the· minds of 
many hon. members opposite and R number 
of local authorities. The position is that 
there has been great difficulty in obtaining 
valuators. We have not enough valuators 
to make valuations of the whole of the State, 
:'nd for that reason amending legislation was 
mtroduced last session giving the local 
authority the right to amend its valuation or 
to make a fresh one. The h~nds of nobodv 
are tied and I do not know why we have had 
so many complaints about the fact that the 
Valuer-General is not carrying out the work. 

li'Ir. Brand: You have not got the point. 

::\fr. POWER: There is no doubt about 
what the point is. The hon. memher for 
Sandgate let the eat out of the bag the other 
day when he said, ''The reason why I want 
the valuation to be made bv the V~luer­
General is that I do not ,~-::mt the local 
~uthority to be blamed for putting up the 
valuation.'' Those words are recorded in 
'' Hansard, '' and there is no denying the 
fact that there have been manv increases in 
valuations. There is nothing t~ prevent local 
authorities from amending their valuations 
or making fresh ones if thev so desire. Thev 
can carry out a valuatioi1 and when u;e 
Valuer-General has the required staff the 
whole of the work will be undertaken bv him. 
His staff is working in some parts ~f the 
State at present. 

Amending legislation was put through Par­
liament this session to deal with the matter 
raised by the hon. member for Cunningham. 
Under the original Act it was provided that 
before a valuation could be declared the 
whole of the valuation district had to be 
valued. That seemed to be satisfactorv at 
the time of the passing of the Act, b~t I 
agree with the hon. member for Cunningham 
that if the amendment had not been put 
through there would have been a considerable 
amount of congestion in the appeal courts 
in the hearing of appeals against valuations. 
The hon. member for Mundingbuna has told 
us that in Townsville alone there were 1,500 
appeals against the local authority's valua­
tion. I assure the hon. member for Cunning­
ham that in the future, as the Valuer­
General's Department completes the valuation 
of any local-authority area, the valuation will 
be declared. 

)fr. lUcintyre: It is not being done. 

llir. POWER: The Act makes provision 
for it to be done and as valuations are com­
pleted I will see that the provisions of the 
A et are carried out. 

The hon. member for Cunningham spoke of 
lack of eo-operation between the local 
inspector and the head office. I do not know 
whether he referred to the local inspector 
from the Department of Public Instruction 
or the building supervisor. 

lllr. lllclntyre: The Department of Public 
Works officer. 

lllr. POWER: There is no lack of co­
operation there. Whenever a complaint is 
received by the supervisor of public works an 
investigation is made. As a matter of fact, 
sometimes a complaint is made by an hon. 
member here. It is then referred to the 
supervisor of the district who reports on 
what should be done. His report comes to 
Brisbane for approval. The difficulty today 
is to obtain man-power to do the work. I 
dealt with that matter very effectively last 
Thursd-ay. We are having extreme difficult;;' 
in getting men to go out and do jobs in many 
parts of the State. When we have been unable 
to get the members of our own staff to go 
out and do the work, the supervisor has been 
empowered to obtain quotes for the work and 
have it carried out under his supervision. We 
have even taken the matter up with school­
teachers in some districts to see whether 
they can get anybody to do the work for us. 

There is no desire on the part of my 
department or the Government to hold up 
important public works, but, as I have said 
before, it has been difficult to get suitable 
labour. 

The hon. member made reference to the 
replacement of the Felton South State school, 
l:·ut I should like to inform the Committee 
that this matter was brought under the notice 
of the Department of Public Instruction and 
was submitted to the Department of Public 
Works. The hon. member for Cunningham 
must know what action has been taken to 
replace the school, because he was to be 
informed by letter on 21 August as follows:-

''With reference to his personal represen­
tations in the matter of providing a school 
building to replace the building recently 
destroyed by fire and inform him that the 
report on the removal of the closed school 
building from Beauraba to Felton South 
has been received from the Works Depart­
ment.'' 

lllr. lliclntyre: It has not happened. 

Mr. POWER: The hon. member was 
representing to this Committee, whether wil­
fully or not-and r do not think he would 
do it wilfully-that no action had been taken. 
'rhe matter was put in hand, and the hon. 
member was informed. I want to tell him 
that you cannot, simply by a wave of the 
hand, have public works carried out. 
Authority has been given for the work to be 
carried out, and_I will inform the hon. member 
before the closmg of the debate whether a 
contract has been let for the removal of the 
Beauraba building. In the meantime, I can 
assure him that there has been no delay on 
the part of the department, but once more 
I must say it is a question of getting suitable 
labour to do the job, and no fault lies at the 
door of the department. The matter is in 
hand and he should have known this, because 
there was an instruction given to advise the 
hon. member for Cunningham of the position. 
It is hoped that the work will be completed 
before the school re-opens in the New Year. 

I think it was the hon. member for Cunning­
lJam who made reference to the securing of 
land for the building of future schools in 
rural areas. This is an important matter, 
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and I agree that the children in rural areas 
are entitled to whatever consideration this 
Government can give them. 

::IIr. Brall(l: Hear, hear! 

::IIr. Russell: Did you take that out of 
our policy~ 

::IIr. POWER: In reply to the hon. mem­
ber for Dalby, let me say I do not think it 
would take me vny long to take a lot out 
of him. 

IV e provide all the amenities we can. I 
. have visited, during the time I have been a 
member of Parliament, many of our rural 
m·eas from time to time, and I know some­
thing of the conditions there. I want to assure 
the hon. member that the policy of the 
Government has been to make provision for 
the futme, and that land has been obtained 
in many parts for the building of future 
schools. We have been held up by the lack 
of man-power and materials, and by the need 
for providing homes for the people before 
'"C set out on an extensive policy of building 
ne'r schools throughout the State. 

I think the hon. member for Cunningham 
referred to the remodelling of school build­
ings. We are remodelling school buildings in 
many districts as repairs are required. We 
have not lost sight of the fact that many 
of our old schools were erected years ago 
when this State was governed by an anti­
Labour Government who had no consideration 
for the workers of the State, who placed 
scholarships upon the competitive basis, and 
were not concerned about amenities for the 
t'hildren. Buildings today are being con­
structed on highly technical lines. 

Complaints have been made with regard to 
new school residences. Plans for school 
teachers' residences are submitted to the 
Department of Public Instruction for 
approval and are then put under way. We 
are not building any teachers' residences that 
are not required. Those that are built, 
although not elaborate, are very comfortable 
and provide the amenities needed in the dis­
trict in which they are put. I cannot agree 
with the ho't1. member that they are being built 
without any regard to modern design. 

The hon. member complained also that local 
"uthorities had to take certain action before 
certain things could, be done and in particular 
that local authorities had to write to a 
number of Government departments in respect 
cf many aspects of local-authority work. What 
is wrong with that~ Does he suggest that 
we should set up a special department for the 
benefit of all the local authorities in Queens­
land so that they may write to one man and 
ask him to do their work for them~ Why, I 
should need a staff of 200 to do that. If a 
local authority desires the Department of 
Public Lands to do something for it, then it 
should write to that department direct and 
if the local authority is not sure what depart­
ment deals with a specific phase of its work 
it need only write to Mr. Chuter, the Director 
of Local Government, and he will advise it. 
I am not going to set up a special staff in 
Brisbane to do the work of the local authori-

ties. They have complete autonomy to carry 
out their own work. We are willing to co­
operate with them as much as possible and 
to advise them, but we are not prepared to 
do their work for them. If a local authority 
writes to the Local Government Department 
seeking advice it will be advised promptly 
as to what procedure it should take. If I 
interpret the remarks of the hon. member 
for Cunningham correctly, he suggests that 
my department should do this work for the 
local authorities when in fact it should be 
actually carried out by them. I cannot agree 
to his suggestion . 

The hon. member referred also to the 
practice of calling tenders for materials and 
machinery and goods generally by local 
authorities. The Act provides that where the 
expenditure exceeds £100 tenders shall be 
called. He suggested that the amount should 
be increased to £200 but I will not agree to 
that either. I do not think that it would be 
in the best interests of the local authorities 
themselves. The present provision gives pro­
tection to the ratepayers, the town clerk, 
local-authority engineer, and every member of 
the local authority. Tenders should be called 
where the amount exceeds £100 and we should 
be very unwise indeed if we increased the 
nmount to £200. I strongly urge local 
authorities to call tenders for all supplies so 
as to obviate any suggestion that may be 
made at any time that any alderman or 
councillor is getting an advantage if his 
council fails to call tenders. 

The hon. member suggested also that every 
person ln a local-authority area, not only 
landholders, should contribute to local-author­
ity revenue. I contend that that is the 
piactice today. A person living in a rented 
house pays the cost of the rates in the rent 
that he has to pay. Every lanclholder ta:kes 
the rates into account in fixing the rent of 
his building. He makes a calculation of the 
capital cost of the building, the cost of rates, 
vnd other expenditure, and fixes the rent 
accordingly. 

I maintain therefore that in many cases the 
owner contributes nothing towards local­
authority revenue. It is the tenant who makes 
the contribution. No consideration should be 
given to the suggestion raised by the hon. 
member, because I contend that the factor he 
mentions has already received attention. 

The hon. member raised also the question 
of restriction on unskilled labour. He made 
the statement that the other day he wanted 
some unskilled labour for a rural district 
from the Labour Bureau, and that he found 
out that 7f5 or 80 men were required by the 
Brisbane City Council, in consequence of 
which he was unable to get labour to go into 
that rural area because of some sort of 
restriction. There is no restriction on any 
labour whatsoever to prevent it from going 
into any part of a district it desires to enter. 
The war is now over and restriction on man­
power has been abolished. Any man is 
entitled to work on a wheat farm or on any 
property or in any district that he chooses. The 
point is that no restriction is now placed on 
labour; it can go wherever it will. Anyone 
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who wants to go into the country areas to 
>York will be assisted in every p~ssible way 
by the Government. 

The hon. member again raised objection to 
the increased expenditure that has been placed 
on local authorities through being compelled 
to appoint health inspectors. I am sorry 
that the hon. member struck that note because 
it is very unwise for any hon. member to 
raise objection to anything that tends to 
preserve the health of the people. It is 
very important that >Ye should have in local­
authOJity areas a great many more health 
inspectors than there are at present. The 
health of the people is a No. 1 asset. 'rh ere­
fore a local authority is taking a niggardly 
attitude if it does not want to appoint a 
health inspector because it will cost it more 
money. Expenditure on the health of the 
people is worth while and is in the interests 
of the nation. 

I thank the hon. member for l\Iackay for 
his kindly congratulations on my appoint­
ment and his tribute to the good 'York done 
by my department. He referred to certain 
delays that have taken place from time to 
time in carrying ont public works. Probably 
there have been delays, and I suppose there 
will be more delays in the future; but I do 
not think the suggestion made by him that a 
staff should be set up in every town to pre­
pare plans, specifications and estimates can 
be given effect to. 'l'he system operating 
today is that all requests from country areas 
for schools or public buildings are first 
investigated and reported on by thP district 
supervisor. If the report is favourable plans 
are drawn and estimates taken out. T am 
not willing to let any officer of the depart­
ment go ahead and carry out any publie 
works unless an estimate is first prepared. If 
that precaution is discarded we shall find 
ourselves facing a good deal of trouble. 

~Ir. ~I orris: It depends on the size of 
the job. 

1Ir. POW};It: That is so. The question 
of cost enters very largely into those matters. 
I should like here to pay a tribute to the 
Assistant Under Secretary and Chief Archi­
tect, Mr. A. B. Leven. During the war years 
and in the post-war period he has experienced 
a very difficult time in getting plans pre­
pared for the various public works. Any 
delay that has occurred has not been due to 
any "fault of Mr. I,even, as he has not had the 
staff to do the work. We have not sufficient 
architeets. I wish to compliment Mr. Leven 
on the quantity of work he got out during 
the war period and since, despite his many 
disabilities through shortage of architects and 
staff. These plans must be prepared in Bris­
bane. In addition, estimates must be made 
and approval obtained for the work before 
it can be carried out. If we set up another 
organisation with complete authority in 
another part of the State a duplication of 
staff would result; the present set-up in 
Brisbane meets the situation. If it were not 
for the fact that eight of our architects were 
transferred from the department to the State 
Housing Commission during the period my 

predecessor held office we should not be in 
the position we are today of not hm·ing 
sufficient architects to draw plans. 

The position has now improved slightly as 
a result of the arrival of a number of archi­
tects from the Old Country. Unfortunately 
we lost one but we expect another out in 
the near future. \Ve will take as manv more 
as we can get so that our works programme 
can go ahead. 

The hon. member for Mackay made refer­
ence to the proposed alteration of the plan 
of a school-I think it was one of the schools 
at Mackav. The hon. member has discussed 
that matter with the Under Secretary for 
Public ·works, and approval was give~1 for 
certain alterations. The hon. member again 
nmg the under secretary yesterday, and · tl10 
matter is being inwstignted to see whether 
the 'vishes of the school committee and the 
head teacher-who require the closing of the 
veranda for the purposes of a library-can 
be met. The matter is under consideration. 

Tn regard to joinery for the various jobs 
tlnoughout Queenshmd, we do not buy all we 
need in Brisbane. As a matter of fart, it 
would he impossible to get it all in Brisbane. 
Recently I placed an order for joinery from 
Cairns for £8,000, and it will be used in many 
parts of North Queensland. ·wherever pos­
sible, if the joinery and timber can h,~ 
obtained where a job is being done, they an~ 
bought there. If we adopted the polic.v of 
Rending all the material up from Brisbane, 
the cost would be greatly increased and I am 
very keen on seeing that costs are cut down. 

I have aheady dealt 'vith the question of 
Precting new public, buildings. They are 
being built as required wherever possible. 
At the same time, I must repeat that I am 
not going to deviate from the polic;· th'~ 
Government have laid down-homes for the 
people first. After the people have been 
snppliPd with homes the other requirements 
will come next. 

The planning of school buildings and pro­
vision of amenities have received a good 
deal of consideration from the department. 
I agree that different distriets require differ­
ent types of plans. That is recognised b;· the 
architects. N atnral lighting, for instance, is 
of major importance. The provision of 
amenities to meet the requirements of a 
particular district is the department's policy 
today. 

The hon. member for Mackay said tlwt 
supervisors in country areas were not getting 
a fair deal. I had no knowledge of that. I 
believe the time is ripe for a general transfer 
of all our supervisors from one town to 
another, in order to give them more varied 
experience. Some of them have been stationecl 
in one town for a number of years. I think 
it is time they had a change of scenery, air 
and conditions. I think you can be too long 
in the one place-although that does not apply 
to the Opposition. (Laughter.) I think the 
time is ripe for a general review and the 
transfer of men from town to town so that 
they can get a general knowledge of the 
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overall picture of the requirements of Queens­
land in regard to public works. I intend to 
takEJJ that matter up with the Under Secretary 
to see what can be done to meet that situation. 

'fhe hon. member for Mackay mentioned 
the case of the gentleman who resigned in 
his district because he allegedly did not 
receive a fair deal from the department. I 
am informed that a . few days prior to the 
retirement of that gentleman the Under 
Secretary was in the district. He had 
previously made no complaint about his treat­
ment. He had not stated that there was 
anything wrong; and when the Under Secre­
tary was present he made no complaint to 
ltim about anything being wrong. I do know 
that the gentleman refel'I'ed to resigned and 
went into business at Sarina shortly after he 
left the department. If the supenisor con­
cemed had any complaint to make about his 
treatment I think the honest and decent thing 
for him to have done ·would have been to bring 
the matter before the Under Secretary. 

Xobody can say that Mr. Lyons will not 
iuwstigate any complaint refel'I'ed to him by 
a member of his staff. Furthermore, if this 
man had any complaint about his conditions 
and he was a good Labour man and a good 
unionist he would take the matter up through 
his union with the departmental head and if 
he was still dissatisfied have the matter placed 
hefOTe the Minister. I find no action was 
taken by that man. No complaint was made 
to the department with regard to his condi­
tions. He left the department and the only 
reason given for his resignment was that he 
1ms going into private business. I have no 
objection to his doing that. Any man is 
entitled, if he so desires, to leave the employ­
ment of the department if he thinks he will 
better himself.· I am sorry he made that 
statement to the hon. member for Mackay, 
J,ecause he made no complaint to any official 
of the department. 

3lr. CHALK (East Toowoomba) (12.31 
p.m.): I am very pleased that the Minister 
has replied so fully to certain of the matters 
raised by the hon. member for Cunnihgham, 
because I had intended to touch on them. 

During the debate last week the Minister 
made some rather bold statements relative 
to the general overhaul of the Department 
nf Public Works and in his desire to effect an 
improvement I am certain he has the backing 
of both sides of the Committee. As members 
move through their own electorates, they 
lJecome very conscious of the considerable 
amount of repair and maintenance work that 
is urgently necessary for the preservation of 
State buildings, particularly schools and 
police stations. The hon. member for Mackay 
said that any criticism of the Department of 
Public Works was unfair and unwarranted 
but last week the Minister himself said that 
he was dissatisfied. I believe that he is in 
a position to know the exact position of his 
department but I should like the hon. gentle­
man to be more explicit before this debate 
terminates as to how he proposes to effect 
the overhaul of which he has spoken. Already 
a number of public servants employed in his 

department have spoken to me and put for­
ward sound arguments to show that the 
responsibility for the alleged inefficiency is 
far removed from their door. 

lUr. Power: I suppose those who went 
to you were the most inefficient in the 
department. 

)lr. CHALK: I shall come to that. I 
am pointing out that these people are con­
cerned as to ho\v this reorganisation 
is to be carried out by the Minister. I am 
aware that he has stated that he proposes 
to bring into his department the best brains 
he can procure from outside, and I am quite 
in accord with him, but when he states that 
he intends to change a number of his depart­
mental heads, is he, as Minister, going to 
take it upon his mvn shoulders to deride 
this issue~ 

)lr. POWER: I rise to a point of order. 
The hon. member has stated I made a state­
ment that I did not make. The hon. member 
has said that I stated I was going to change 
~ number of departmental heads. I said that, 
if necessary, I would change the departmental 
heads. 

'l'lle TE3IPORARY CHAIR3IAN: Order! 
I would ask the hon. member' for East 
Toowoomba to accept the Minister's denial 
on that point. 

)lr. CHALK: I will accept the Minister's 
denial and will sav that the Minister said 
that if necessary he would change a number 
of departn'lental heads. I want to know just 
l1ow he proposes to conduct his inquiry. Does 
he intend to give these public servants who 
contend that the faults for which they are 
being blamed are not of their making the 
O]l]Jortunity to state their case~ Does he 
intend to give them the right of appeal or is 
there going to be victimisation of these men 
because of something for which they are not 
responsible~ 

)lr. 3Ioore: Do vou not think their unions 
would look after their interests~ 

}Jr. CHALK: These men feel that they 
are likelv to be victimised. I make that state­
ment not from any desire to criticise, but 
because I believe that these men are en ti tied 
to fair consideration if they feel that there 
are circumstances that are preventing them 
from giving of their best. 

The Minister also said that he would not be 
responsible for any mistakes that may have 
been made by his department prior to his 
appointment. I remind him that he followed 
another Minister, and that stepping into his 
predecessor's shoes he was merely bringing 
about a change of administration, not of 
Government; consequently if any errors have 
been made by previous Ministers he must 
accept responsibility for them and see that 
they are rectified for the benefit of the public. 

m:r. Power: I was not admitting that 
any mistakes were made by Ministers. 

}lr. CHALK: Almost every hon. member 
who has spoken has referred to the bad state 
of repair of State schools, and I am sorry to 
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say that my electorate is no exception. Of 
course, that is no reflection on the Department 
of Public ·works, because I realise that dming 
the war years and since there has been an 
:wute shortage of materials and men. The 
:\finister eonfhmed that this morning when be 
told us that man-power is his gTeatest diffi­
c·ulty. Although the schools in my arC'a are in 
need of urgent attention, I do not lay the 
blame for it at the door of the Department 
of Public 'iY orks. Over the past few months 
I have been pleased to receive from the 
Minister notification of approval for the enlarg­
ing and rminting of the State school at 
Helidon, for the painting of the police station 
at Helidon, and recently for the painting of 
the HaTiaxton State School, which is certainly 
iu a bad state of repair. Unfortunately, the 
Department of Public Works has told me that 
this work cannot proeeecl immediately owing 
to lack of materials. There are other schools 
and police stations in the area that: I should 
like to bring before the :Minister's notice, but 
1vhen we read the report of the Under Secre­
tary we find little encouragement for bring­
ing these matters fonvan1 because that report 
says that the pool of deferred maintenance 
wmk is extensive and it may be several years 
hefmc all arrears are oyertaken. I suggest 
that a desperate drive must be made> to over­
take that Jag and my personal view is that 
if outside branches of the department were 
given a little more authorit~', and not required 
to \"efer minm matters to Brisbane for 
approval, there would be a speeding-up of 
''Tork in country areas. 

:ur. Power: A number of jobs· have been 
approved in many areas for months, and they 
have not been started yet. 

lUr. CHALK: I appreciate that, but I 
suggest that if country branches "·ere given 
more power to obtain materials they would 
often be able to get materials that are some­
times available in country areas. 

:iUr. Power: They have been given every 
authority to do that. As a matter of fact, 
tl1ey han~ been given authority to let con­
tracts to private people to do the job, and 
they still cannot get it done. 

:\Ir. CHALK: I am pleased to have the 
Minister's assurance, as I believe it will help 
in country areas. If we have responsible 
mc>n in the count•ry it is my contention that 
we must delegate power to them, and if we 
giw thc>m pom:r to get jo!ls done they \Vill 

fccl a greater incentiYe to go ahead with 
their "orl<. Since I was elected a member 
of this Assembly I have had a number of 
dealings with the Toowoomba branch of the 
Department of Public Works and I pay my 
tribute to the officm·s there because they 
have ahYays been very obliging to me and 
have given me whatever help I asked for. I 
think that it must he very disappointing· to 
those men to have to say in answer to the 
inquiries of school committees and other 
persons that they cannot proceed with certain 
jobs because quite a lot of materials have to 
come from Brisbane and in many cases they 
are still awaiting- the approval of the B1·is­
bane office. Those conditions do not encour­
age men to give of their best and I believe 

that if there is a loosening up of maiiy of 
the conditions as they apply between depart­
ments we shall be able to get a better basis 
and achieve more than we are. We must get 
away from centralised control and I think 
that if the Minister will inquire int·o the 
routine administration of the Department of 
Public \Yorks, particularly between outside 
branches, unnecessary depaTtmental check­
ups, with a view to eliminating many of t~e 
hottleneeks that I believe exist, the people m 
his department, particula'rly in the country, 
1vill respond anrl give much better service to 
the department. 

JUr. Power: Some of them have been too 
long in the one place and we could do with 
a bit of changing around. 

2\Ir. CHAJ,J{: I agree. That is true of 
private enterprise and must be h·ue of Gov­
prnment business also. I am not· opposing 
the MinisteT 's suggestion that a change •round 
of some of his departmental officers would 
he in the hest interests of the State. 

1 have noted very carefully the figures the 
hon. gentleman gave in this Chamber of the 
materials required by his depaTtment and 
also by the State generally, including sueh 
items ;1s gah"anised iron, buttwelded piping 
and reinforcing steel and cement for build­
ing. l\IJ knowledge of these industries tells 
me that the estimates he gave as to the 
minimum quantities are very consen ative, 
hut I am pleased to have his assm·ance that 
he will endeavour at all times to speed up 
the work of his department and that he will 
not depart from the Co-ordinator-General's 
declared policy of allocation of Government 
and g·eneral materials. I urge upon the 
:\Iinister to do all he can to increase the sup­
plies of galvanised-iron, piping and all build­
ing lines to Queensland and impress npon the 
shipping authorities that there must be 
•1·egular shipments of building lines between 
N 8\YCastle, Port Kembla and Bnsbane, 
because they arc vital to this State. 1 ran 
assur€ him· that if he will do that he will 
have the fullest co-operation of all the mer­
chants in all those classes of business in 
Queensland. 

I regrf't that it has been ruled that: on this 
vote lYe cannot discuss housing, although it 
comes within the Minister's p•rovince, and all 
I can do is to reserve any comments I have 
in regard to the Housing Commission to the 
appropriate time. 

JJir. i\IORRIS (Enoggera) (12.44 p.m.): 
After listening last week to the uni yersal 
hymn of praise that seemed to emanate from 
ti1e Government benches of the Public Cura· 
tryr 's Department, it is rather refreshing to 
see hon. members on the other side of the 
Chamber with the courage to get up nnc1 
criticise this department. It shows that 
there is room for much criticism and it sup­
ports the view expreBsed by honoura _ble 
membe:rs on this side of thEl Chamber durmg 
the past tiYO or three years that: ~t .least some 
vital driving force was m1ssmg from 
the department. However, I hope that tl~e 
Minister is going to infuse new life into. 1t 
and that these urgent and necessary repairs 
to school buildings will be ca•rried out. 
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It has been said from both sides of the 
Chamber that great difficulty is experienced 
in ranying out desirable and even necessary 
improyements and I suggest to the Minister 
that he >vould be well advised t·o formulate 
a policy in regard to <repaiTs to school build­
ings and eonstn1ction of ne11 ones provid· 
ing for certain priorities of constru~tion. I 
belieYe that the most important work in the 
1·epair of school buildings and school sur­
roundings should be work that will tend to 
proYide for the safety of the children. That 
should have first priority. The second 
priority should be given to those buildings 
that are undoubtedly deteriorating and tlw 
third priority, still a very important one but 
of less importance than the other t'vo shonld 
he in respect of the undoubted overc{·owding 
that takes place in a great number of the 
~rhoo]s and CeTtainly in many of those in the 
metropolitan area that I hm·e seen. It applies 
to the country also. 

At 12.47 p.m., 

Mr. DEYRIES ( Gregory) relieved ~Ir. 
Hilton in the chair. 

}Jr. JTORRTS: It has been said that 
lJecause of the effec·ts of war these repahs 
rannot be car<ried out but many of the repairs 
'lere mgently reqmred long befo1·e war broke 
nut and so I express the .-iew that the excuse 
of war has been Yerv much oyerdone in this 
Chamber, pa<rticularl}· during the past fe>Y 
month~. It is all .-ery well to blame the war 
for al] these things but I know and so do 
other honourable members that eyen before 
the ''"~ll' there ''"as a very serious Jag in con­
stru~twn of. n.ew school buildings and the 
'J·eparr of ex1shng ones. Had the work been 
brought up to date before the outbreak of 
''"ar the se hool buildings would not be in the 
.state they are in toda;t, so what nonsense it 
lS to talk about overcrowding being due pmely 
to the effects of war! It is ridiculous non­
~ense. and one has only to study the figures 
relatmg to the attendances at the various 
schools before the war to see that there 
ac-tually \Yas oYercrowding before then, 
although the position has been accentuated 
because of the difficulties of 'mr. 

I ~·etnrn now to my first priority->YOrk in 
the mt~<rest~ of the safety of the children. 
T have m mmd the Wilston State School and 
1 know the Minister will sav that I am now 
working the parish pump bllt this is a case 
that is familiar to me. At that school there 
ar~ t; number of drinking taps under the 
hm.lclmg and there is also a galvanised drain, 
'Yinrh takes away the waste water to the main 
i!rainag·e systeni'. Fo<r two years now that 
galnmised drainage system has been rnstec1 
awav and the result is that the water flows 
over a gren t area of concrete floor under the 
hu.ilding. That is obviously dangerous. The 
clnldren 'run about under the school building 
ancl what nwre likely source of danger could 
there he than a wet concrete floor where 
children ma)- fall and break their legs or 
suffer oth('r serious accidents~ For t'YO years 
now th0 srhool committee and the teacher 
have brought the matter under the notice of 
the denartment urging that the drain be 
repaiTcd. 

For over two years the appeal apparently 
fell on deaf ears because nothing was done to 
overcome the position. I maintain that war 
conditions, shortage of materials, or any other 
factor is not sufficient excuse for letting such 
work drift and not have it attended to. The 
gutterings, too, have rusted in many parts. 

::\Ir. Power: It is almost impossible to 
get galvanised iron. 

}Ir. }[ORRIS: I agree with the Minister 
that it is very difficult to obtain. 

Let me refer again to the drain. The 
Committee suggested to the department that 
until the galvanised-iron drain could be pro­
vided earthenware pipes should be used to 
overcome the wet conditions of the concrete 
floor. Even that has not been done. It is 
tragic that that type of repair is not done. 
The condition of the guttering round the 
school is very had and certain types of 
guttering are obtainable. Unless the present 
corroded guttel'ing is replaced further detm·i­
oration will rapidly ensue. 

1Ir. Power: The same conditions exist 
in a number of schools. You cannot do a 
limited number and neglect other schools. 

)Jr. 3£0RUIS: I realise that as this 
material is obtainable it must be used on 
buildings that are deteriorating through the 
fart that formerly it was lacking. I realise 
too that precedence must he given to other 
work. 

There is another school in my electorate, 
namely, the Mitchelton school, that is some­
>vhat similarly placed. It has been tragically 
overcrowded for a considerable time. I am 
grateful to the department for the steps it 
took to increase the accommodation for the 
school-children, but I do not think that the 
action it has taken is either suitable or 
satisfactory. It has built two rooms under­
neath the school but they lack ventilation am1 
light. It is utterly impossible to read except 
on a bright day. I could not read ordinary 
print on a dull day in those rooms, notwith­
standing the ventilation facilities. They have 
been constructed for months, and application 
has been made to have them reasonably lit, 
without result. During the winter months 
those children were forced to do their school 
work in those rooms because there was no 
other place for them and the strain on their 
eyes, one of their most valuable assets, was 
very great. Shortage of materials or any 
other excuse for allowing such conditions to 
continue cannot be aecepted. We are grate­
ful that the rooms have been put there, but it 
is no use giving us rooms if it is virtually 
impossible to use them. The difficulty should 
have been oYercome long ago. Decent ventila­
tion and lighting should have been provided 
when the rooms were erected. The depart­
ment has bought an army hut and is adding 
it to the school to give further accommoda­
tion. Unfortunately, the position chosen for 
it is within 25 or 30 feet of the lavatories. 
The Mitchelton school is not fortunate enough 
to have either the septic or sewerage system 
and the lavatory there is of the ordinary 
earth type. Just imagine erecting a new 
school room within 25 or 30 feet of earth 
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lavatories. That is just the height of 
absurdity. I am astounded that any officer of 
the department wou4i allow such a room to 
be erected in these ldodern days under those 
conditions. I appeal to the Minister to 
rectify these evils in these two schools and 
give the children something better. 

There is another thing I want to mention 
when speaking about the building of new 
schools, because I feel it is a grave responsi­
bility on the Government and one that up to 
the present has not been faced. I refer to 
the erection of buildings for kindergartens. 
I think it is the responsibility of this Govern­
ment to shoulder the responsibility of build­
ing kindergartens throughout the areas where 
they are needed because they are serving a 
very useful purpose. It is admitted 
universally that kindergarten training is very 
important. and I maintain that it is the 
responsibility of this Government to see that 
those buildings are erected, instead of having 
the pareJLts shoulder the responsibility, as 
so often happens. I realise that perhaps I 
am going outside the vote, but I did want to 
mention that because I believe the Govern­
ment should take some responsibility in that 
regard. 

I hope the Minister will do as he has 
indicated to this Committee, and bring a new 
enthusiasm into the department and see that 
this undoubted carelessness in certain respects 
is overcome. 

1Ir. ROBERTS (Nunclah) (12.56 p.m.) : 
Like other hon. members, I should like to 
take this opportunity of congratulating the 
Minister upon his elevation to his present 
position. I do not propose to break any 
secrets and tell him whether or not I voted 
for him, but I have no hesitation in saying 
that if he continues to do his job in the way 
he has done it up to the present-and I am 
sure we all feel that he will-then he will 
haYe the whole-hearted support and co-opera­
tion not only of every member on this side of 
the Committee but also of all the hon. 
members who sit opposite. 

I think in discussing this Estimate we 
should place on record our appreciation of the 
great work that is being done by school 
committees and parents' associations 
generally in connection with our schools all 
over Queensland. These people accept the 
responsibility, I feel every parent ought to 
accept, of doing whatever possibly can be 
done to inmrove the amenities and facilities 
in and around our schools that the depart­
ment cannot do itself. Unfortunately in inost 
schools it falls to the same half dozen or 
seven individuals who give up their nights and 
week-ends to this very necessary and essential 
work. It is gratifying, however, to know that 
whenever the school committee or the parents' 
associations make an appeal for finance to 
help them in their work the public generally 
come good. I know that in one instance in 
my electorate a few weeks ago they had a 
fete for the purpose of· collecting money, and 
the Deputy Premier came out and opened it. 
Those who attended the fete put their hands 
in their pockets and the school committee 
made a net profit o:f; something like £230. 

With the pound-for-pound Government 
subsidy, the committee has a very handy sum 
of money with which to carry on essential 
work at the school. We should place on 
record our appreciation of the work being 
clone by the various school committees. 

I do not propose to deal with the housing 
position, but unfortunately we have a rather 
vicious circle operating at the present time, 
inasmuch as in many localities-particularly 
in the metropolitan districts-we have housing 
projects, and the result of these housing 
projects is to bring large populations into 
districts that were previously sparsely 
populated. 

At 2.15 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Jir. ROBERTS: In many instances there­
fore, the Queensland Housing Commission 
has been responsible for the dewlopment of 
districts that >vere preYionsly sparsely popu­
lated into comparatively densely populated 
districts. In most of these districts then• 
>vere schools that were previously sufficient 
to meet their requirements, but with the 
increased population many of them are too 
small to accommodate the number of young 
children residing in such localities. Conse­
quently, as I say, we have more or less a 
yicious circle. 

Where we have this increased number of 
homes and increased population and increased 
number of children, we must make some 
provision for increased accommodation in the 
schools. The question arises: what can be 
done~ It is very easy for members on the 
Opposition benches to criticise the Govern­
ment and say, with respect to the housing 
programme that we should go further than we 
have and then criticise the programme of 
State works throughout Queensland. . The 
difficulty that confronts the Government IS to 
do what is best with the materials and labour 
available while meeting the urgent demand 
for hous~s and wherever the houses are built 
of increasing the needed accommodation in 
cur schools. 

Of course we are all in favour of giving a 
first priority to homes, and I should say that 
we are all in favour of giving the second 
priority as it were, to schools, in view of 
the fadt that we have probably sufficient 
hospital accommodation to meet our immediate 
needs. The number of people with young 
children who are living in State rented houses 
in these new localities or in houses built by 
private enterprise as a result of the encour­
agement given to the industry by the Govern­
ment, are crying out for more school accom­
modation. I have no hesitation in saying that 
if I, with my young family, was living in one 
&f these houses I should be just as loud in 
my requests for better school accommodation 
for my children as are many of these people. 
The Government are attending to these 
requirements as quickly as I think any 
Government could possibly do. This morn­
ing I was rather surprised, although one 
should not be surprised at anything stated in 
this Chamber by way of criticism by hon. 
members opposite, to hear an hon. member 
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fail to commentl the Government for proceed­
ing >Yith the erection of a new s'Chool in his 
electorate. A new school is in course of 
erection in the Sta'fford district. 

Like all other hon. members opposite, the 
hon. member for Enoggera criticised the 
Government for what they had failed to do. 
He pointed out anomalies in some of the 
schools in his electorate. I do not wish to say 
that he should not bring these matters for­
ward, but I do say that even hon members 
opposite, while they are entitled to criticise 
the Government, ought to give credit where 
credit is due. The hon. member for Enoggera 
referred to two or three schools in his elec· 
torate that required some very minor attention, 
but he uid not see fit to commend this Govern­
ment for building a modern school in his 
clectom te. 

)lr. ]\[orris: The present Stafford school 
is not in my electorate. 

1\Ir. ROBERTS: What I said was that the 
new school is being built in the hon member's 
electorate. 

jfr. )I orris: I am talking about the pre­
sent Stafford scho0l. 

)fr. ROBERTS: I am talking about the 
new school, and I do not think any hon. 
member is in doubt about the school to which 
I am referring. The necessity for that school 
has arisen in a large measure as a result of 
the de.-elopment of the Stafford area by the 
Queensland Housing Commission. The school 
that is at present there, and which, for the 
benefit of the hon. member for J<;noggera, 1 
point out, is in the Nundah electorate, is not 
big enough. Nobody would suggest that it is 
big enough to meet the requirements of the 
district. The other day the hon. member for 
Windsor referred to the Fortitude Valley 
State School. By way of comparison, I have 
no hesitation in saying that the existing school 
at Stafford is more deplorable than the Forti­
tude Valley State School, but we are getting 
a new school in the district and it will be a 
great asset. Although it is in the electorate 
of the hon. member for Enoggera, it will 
meet the requirements of many of the people 
residing in the Nundah electorate. Even 
though the hon. member for Enoggera did not 
see fit this morning at least to express his 
appreciation to this Labour Government for 
building a new nw<lern school in his elector­
tte, 1, on behalf of the residents of the 

locality, on behalf of the school committee 
and the progress association, here and now 
express the appreciation that they feel for 
the action of the Government in going ahead 
with this new school. The interest these 
people are taking in the se~wol i~ in·]eed a 
credit to them. 

That was the :.nain point I wanted to make, 
and I should like to close on the note that we 
are all in accord with the policy the Minister 
has outlined of rejuvenating the Department 
of Public Works, and we sincerely hope that as 
a result of that policy the department will be 
able to meet the requirements of Queensland. 
While expressing that hope1 we ,wre not 
unmin9.ful of the great work that has been 

done in the past and· up till now by the 
present officers of the department, from the 
labourer to the Under Secretary. 

;llr. PLUNJ(ETT (Albert) (2.25 p.m.): 
At the outset I congratulate the Minister 
upon his promotion and in particular upon his 
re11toration to health. I feel that in him we 
have a man who will be an active Minister, 
a man who will get things done. I think 
all Government 9.epartments now talk too 
much and too long before taking action. What 
we want todav is a Minister who will make 
up his mind to do something and see that it 
is done and I say that from that point of view 
the new Minister will attend to jobs quickly. 

It is essential that we have such a Minister 
in chm·ge of the Department of Public Works 
because we all know that that department 
carries out the work of other tlepartments, 
whether in connection with hospitals or schools 
or other public buildings. My experience is 
that if the Department of Public Instruction 
decides to improve schools or build new ones, 
when we inquire as to why a hold-up has 
occurred we are invariably informe·il that the 
delav is with the Department of Public 
·works. I feel sure that the present Minister 
>Yill invigorate the department and ensure that 
immediate action is taken in matters coming 
before his department. There must be com­
plett; co-operation between the various 
departments and in this direction I think we 
have failed in the past because one depart­
ment has been unwilling to help another. 

I wish to say something about the schools 
in my electorate and I have been inspired to 
do so by the remarks of the hon. member 
for Nundah who said that the Government 
were atten·ding to the builtling of schools as 
quickly as possible. I do not wish to criticise 
anybody in that connection; no doubt I have 
different ideas from most people as to the 
building, the enlargement, and the improve­
ment of schools, and I do not agree that the 
housing question must receive first priority in 
everything. 

1Ur. Roberts: You must be comfortably 
housed. 

)Ir. PL UNKETT: I do not agree with the 
hon. member when he says that the Govern­
nlent have done everything because I say the 
Government have not done everything they 
should have done to improve the buildings for 
hundre9.s of our children. Although housing 
is important and we all agree that it should 
receive a good priority, I t~ink it shoul_d ~ot 
have a prioritv to the excluswn of the bmldmg 
of schools. We must take into consideration 
the fact that schooling is available to our 
children for only a limited time. If they miss 
it then what will happen~ Therefore I say 
that we cannot neglect to provide schooling 
for our chldren during this short period just 
because housing is to have first priority. I 
admit that housing deserves a high priority 
but I think there should be some provision 
whereby our schools share in tha~ prior~ty. 
Looking at the matter from that pomt of v1ew 
I am sure we cannot exclu9.e schools altogether 
until the housing programme is finished. It is 
going to be many years before we can pro,·ide 
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sufficient housing for the people in need of 
it; we must not submerge the need for school­
ing just because housing has first priority. 

I think it is nearly time the Government 
ueveloped a new policy in the education of 
our children just as a new policy in connection 
·IYith the care of the sick should be developed. 
We cannot under present circumstances build 
se hools where they are needed. 

l t is important that the people should IJe 
encouraged to remain in the country, !Jut 
they will not do so if they cannot get school­
ing for their children there, and no-one can 
IJiame them for that. I know of a number 
of families who have left the country to come 
to the city to get schooling for their childTen. 
Therefore, I suggest a new policy in the 
matter of education, providing for the 
centralising of schools and the bringing of 
('hildren from the surrounding distl;icts to 
them. This should be somewhat easy of 
accomplishment today 1vith our improved 
TOads and better system of transport com­
pared 1vith some years ago. So let us concen­
tl'atP upon the building of schools in centrall~· 
situated localities, thereby providing modern 
;md well-equipped schools with every facility 
for the children in the sunounding distrif·ts. 
The one-teacher school standing in splendid 
isolation may be all veTy well in its way, but 
fl-equently the attendance does not come up 
to the required standm·d prescribed by the 
department as necessar:' to warrant keeping 
the school open, and so again I stress the 
importance of building schools in centrally 
loeated situations, in mme or less populated 
areas to which the children can be brought 
to and from school over the present splendid 
Toads by modern means of transport. 

The same argument could be used in con­
JH'etion with hospitals. Hospitals cannot be 
huilt at the present time in all places where 
they are needed, and so here again I suggest 
that up-to-date and well-equipped hospitals 
should be built at Ym·ious points to provide 
medical and hospital treatment for people 
in the surrounding districts. 'rhey could be 
staffed with an adequate number· of doctors 
:md with the most modem scientific and 
medical equipment. Indeed, patients could 
he brought to the hospitals by aerial ambu­
lance. It requir0s a good deal of money to 
pquip a hospital and bring it up to modern 
standards, even after the building has been 
prected, and it IYould lw foolish to build a 
modern hospital and not equip it to meet 
modern requirements. }~very person in the 
community is entitled to the best medical 
and hospital treatment that science can pro­
vide. My suggestion is 1vorthy of the utmost 
consideration and I hope that it will be so 
treated by the Government. 

I turn now to what may be regarded as a 
local matter, and I refer specifically to the 
Southport State School, which has been a 
(lisgrace to the State for a number of years. 
I am proud of everything associated with 
Southport except the State school. Southport 
is a centre of learning. There are a number 
of schools there, modern and well-conducted 
schools, but the State school is a long way 
the worst of them all. Let me give hon. 

members an idea of how bad it really is, and 
of how long it has been so bad. Back in 
1935 or 1936 the then Secretary for Public 
Instruction, Mr. Cooper, said that it would 
be necessary to build a new brick State school 
in Southport and he promised that it would 
be done, but it was not done. There was 
no shortag!l of materials and men then. It 
was only short-sightedness on the part of the 
Government that prevented the building of 
that school. A few years later there was a 
new Secretary for Public Instruction and he 
too promised a new brick State school for 
South port. 

Then the consideration of the new school 
was interrupted by the outbreak of war. In 
the meantime, Mr. T. L. Williams vYas 
selected to take charge of the department. 
He visited Sonthport and said, ''Yes, a new 
school should have been built years ago, and 
I will do what I can to see that one is· 
built.'' What has happenell "? Nothing. The 
sehool was originally built to accommodate 
500 children but for several years past over 
700 children hal'e attended the school. After 
many deputations and much criticism by the 
school committee the Government, even under 
war-time conditions, when there was a short­
age of materials, considered i~ desirable to 
provide temporary accommodation to accom­
modate the- excess 200 children. 

Everyone 1rill admit that the aYerage rate 
of developme11t in Queensland is greater in 
the South Coast then elsewhere today. Popu­
lation there is growing and that means more 
children must be catered for in the schools 
there. The Minister apparently is unaware 
of the difficultiPs being experienced 
there. I give him credit for the fact that 
once he makes up his mind that a new school 
must be built at Southport he will see to it 
that it is built. We have been too lacka­
daisical in these matters. In fact, we have 
not given sufficient serious consideration to 
what education means· to the people, and 
what education means to our boys and girls, 
particularly in the country. "IN e can get up 
and talk long and loudly about what a 
success the Correspondence system has 
achieved in imparting our educational facili­
ties to the children of the country. In many 
cases that success has .been achieved because 
many of the parents ha've been school 
teachers, who have be-en a great help in the 
success of this system. That does not pre­
Yent the Government from taking a greater 
interest in our children's education. 

The CHAIR;)IAN: Order! 

1Ur. PLUNKETT: We have heard a great 
deal about repairs to our hospitals and 
schools. So far as I am concerned we do not 
want minor improvements. What we want 
when a s·chool building has outlived its use­
fulness is its replacement by a modern 
building. I am not going to argue how that 
can be achieved. 

As everyone knows, in all our educational 
establishments due attention should be paid 
to ventilation. That aspect of the matter 
was discussed this morning. If we take 
notice of our school!'~ and churches in Queens­
land, we are struck by the remarkable fact 
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that they have been patterned on overseas 
designs, pa'rticularly buildings in colder 
climates. 

[Ur. Aikens: We must build buildings 
to suit the climate. 

1\Ir. PLUNKETT: I quite agree with the 
hon. member. I extend a hearty invitation 
to the Minister to visit Southport and inspect 
the Southport school for himself. 

Jlir. Power: I shall be down there at 
Christmas. (Laughter.) 

Jlir. PLUNI\:E'l'T: We shall be pleased to 
see the ::\Iinister at any time, for we believe 
that after having made an inspection of the 
present school he will approve of the imme­
diate construction of a new building. 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public 1Norks) (2.40 p.m.): 1 wish to 
reply to some matters raised by hon. mem­
bers, particularly to one raised by the hon. 
member for East Toowoomba. ll<' 
endeavoured to draw from me a statemc'nt 
as to how I proposed to reorganise the 
department and which officers I propose to 
sack. 

As a matter of fact, the hon. member for 
East 'foowoomba is in his political napkinc, 
hut he has not had them on very long, and 
from the way he is trying to get informat\on 
it is apparent that he is going to dirty then' 
before very long. The hon. member is not 
going to get any information from me in 
advance as to what will be done in the 
reorganisation of the Department of Public 
Works. 

The hon, member stated that he has been 
interviewed by a number of employees of the 
Department of Public Works. No employee 
of the department or of the Government 
generally who is doing his job need have any 
worries. Those who interviewed the hon. 
member evidently have been loafing on the 
job and they have run to him for protection. 
It is amusing to me to think that any public 
servant would go to the hon. member for 
East Toowoomba for protection or adYice 
because the hon. member, at a convention of 
the Queensland People's Party, advocated 
the abolition of preference to unionists. 
He advocated the abolition of preference 
to unionists, yet he talks about victimi­
sation by me and the Government. 
The hon. member knows as well as you 
do, Mr. Mann-and you have had some 
experience in the industrial wing of the 
Labour movement-of the necessity for indus­
trial Hnionism for the purpose of protecting 
the members of unions against victimisation; 
yet the hon. member for East Toowoomba, 
who has advocated the abolition of prefer­
ence to unionists, which would permit any 
employer to victimise an employee if he 
wished to do so, tells this Committee that 
employees in the .Public Works Department 
have gone to him for protection. I stated 
when I took over the department what my 
intentions were. I called my officers in and 
I told them I required efficiency, and I 
required it at the top. I have already taken 
eertain steps in the reorganisation of the 
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department. I haYe a Public Service inspector 
going through the department, findilrg out what 
each section of the employees are doing, and 
1vhether they are suited for the various jobs 
they me holding. Many of these men may 
be very good employees of the department, 
but it may be better if they were transferred 
from their present jobs and put into jobs to 
1Yhich they are more suited. A thorough 
in.-estigation is taking place. I have had the 
matter in hand since the day I took OYer 
the department. 

I matlc this st3tement to the officers of 
the department: ''When an investigator from 
the Public Service Commissioner's Depart­
ment iutcn-iews you and asks you what you 
think of so-and-so, do not make any state­
ment a bout the efficiency of a man behind his 
back that you are not prepared to stand up 
to.'' Any statement made about any 
employee of the Department of Public ·works 
l·y any departmental head will be subjected 
to yery close scrutiny. When I receive a 
report as to the efficiency or inefficiency of 
any emplo~-ee, that employee is going to hA 
heard, and he is going to be heard in thA 
presence of those who say he is incffirient; 
therefore, theTe is going to be no victimisa­
tion by me or any officer of the depaTtment. 
I can assure the employees of the department 
-and I have had several of them in mv office 
-if they want to have an interview ,,:ith me 
about their employment, I shall be happy to 
give it to them. I do not believe that there 
has been any interview by any member of the 
Public Service with the hon. member for East 
Toowoomba, who has got up and blown his 
cheeks out for the purpose of having some­
thing to say. 

J)Ir. Chalk: You have had a big talk 
about it. 

::I'Ir. POWER: I have certainly put the 
hon. member in his place. 

The hon. member goes on further and says 
that I have admitted that the previous 
Minister has made mistakes. I have not 
made any admission whatever. The ~revio~s 
Minister had his own way of runmng his 
department. I give him full marks for the 
wav he ran it. If I desire to have a change 
in 'the method of running a department, that 
is mv own business. I have no complaint to 
make about the way the hon. member for 
The Tableland ran his department. ·while 
he was in charge the work it performed was 
very important. As a matter of fact, the 
],on. member for East Toowoomba was com­
plaining about the work done in regard to 
schools. I think 56 schools were attended to 
in many parts of Queensland, and 24 of them 
were in electorates represented by members 
of the Opposition. 1t cannot . be said th~ t 
the former Secretary for Pubhc Works did 
not pay attention to the requirements of the 
people so far as the schools in Queensland 
were concerned. The hon. member for East 
Toowoomba, like a few other hon. members 
opposite, would like to see the Secretary for 
Public Instruction and myself at each other's 
throats. They are endeavourilig to bring that 
about but we members of this party have 
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the right to express our own view in connec­
tion with the administration of a department. 
The administration of the department is a 
matter entiTely for the departmental heads. 
The policy of the department is one for the 
Minister in charge of the department and 
the policy of the Department of Public 
Works will be carried out in its entirety 
during the time I ::nn Minister in charge in 
accordance with the policy I lay down on 
behalf of the Government. 

The hon. member complains also that work 
is not being done in many parts of Queens­
land. I agree that works have not been 
canied c,ut in many parts of the State and 
I am tired of laboming the question and 
telling the Committee why they were not 
canied out. The hon. member must know 
that the nation was engaged in '-rar for six 
years nnd all our teelmical staff were carry­
ing out work for the Commonwealth depart­
ments for the successful defence of the nation 
and the prosecution of the >Yar. He must 
realise that during that time few or no State 
works were carried out and in consequence 
there has been a lag in maintenance for 
which no Minister and no official of the 
Clepartment has been responsible. This has 
been brought about by a set of circumstances 
over which the Government and the depart­
ment have had no control. Today we are not 
short of money; it is not a question whether 
money is available to do this work. vVhen 
the J\Ioore Government and the other anti­
Labour Governments ruled in Queensland, 
when any request was made for any work or 
improvements, the question >vas asked, ''Is 
there any money available to do the work~" 
'fhat factor does not operate today. Money 
is aYailable but man-power and materials are 
not available. That is what is holding up 
works that should have been completed months 
ago. 

On behalf of my department I repeat that 
if there is any district in any part of Queens­
lnnd represented by any hon. member on 
either side of this Chamber in which >vork 
has been held up after being approved by 
the Government, if they cnn get a contractor 
or a earpenter to do that work, we will 
undertake to put the work in hand stmight­
away. I think I have very effectively replied 
to the hon. member for East Toowoomba. 

The hon. member has stated also that 
material is short in Queensland but available 
in other States and that we should do some­
thing about it. Does not he know that we 
have liason officers in New South vVales and 
in Victoria endeavouring to have goods that 
are short in Queensland transported to this 
State but if ships or trucks are not available 
to convey the goods to Queensland what can 
!re do nbout it? Specinl permits bave been 
issued by the department in charge of trans­
]Jort to cnnblc vehicles to proceed south to 
transport by road to Queensland certain 
goods and materials required by the Depart­
ment of Publir \Vorks ancl Housing. EYeq­
thing bumanly possible has been clone. The 
Premier has taken up on more than one 
occasion with the Premiers of other States 
the matter of supplies available for transport 
to this State. It is all very well for the hon. 

member to endeavour to castigate the Govern­
ment but I have given an effective reply to 
his critidsm. I repeat that tlHJ supply of 
man-po>Yer and materials is our trouble and if 
any hon. member can obtain men and 
materials to do the work needed in their 
electorate and that has been approved I, as 
Minister in charge of the department, will 
approve of that work being carried out 
immediately. 

I now come to the remarks made by the 
hon. member for Enoggera who complained 
about repairs to schools and the sufferings to 
school children in his electorate as a result 
of failure to effect repairs. I have no know­
ledge of that and neither has anyone in the 
department any lmowledge that there is any 
school in this State where a child is likely to 
be injured because work has not been carried 
out for the proteetion of the children. How­
ever, that matter is being looked into by the 
Under SecTetary. 

The hon. member complained about the 
vVilston State School. I have had the records 
of the departme11t sea.rc:bed and find no 
complaint has been received by the depart­
ment from anybody in connection with that 
school. 

If no compla'ints aTe rec,eived, how can the 
department deal with the matter'? If the 
head-teacher thought there was some necessity 
to gi>·e attention to the drain he should have 
notified the department and the matter would 
have been attended to. Now that the hon. 
member has raised the matter, officers of the 
department will deal with it immediately. 

Then the hon. member complained about 
bad lighting in one State school. The light­
ing is bad, but I point out that the accommo­
dation he refers to is tempomry accommoda­
tion that wr<s provided by making rooms 
under the school. I agree that it is not all 
that it should be, but I repeat that it is only 
tempoTary, and in an endeavour to improve 
the position it is proposed to seal the school 
and paint it with light colours. 

Then the hon. member complained 
that the addition at the Mitchelton school 
has been erected only 25 to 30 feet away 
from the la•·atories. That is not true. 'fhe 
hon. member should make sure of his facts> 
before making statements here. I caused an 
officer to go out and take measurements after 
the hon. member complained this morning 
and he assures me that the distance is 40 
feet. Again I point ?ut that this .is only 
tempmarv accommodabon and the s1te >vas 
chosen b"v the head-teacher in consultation 
\vith the "Department of Public \Vorks. The 
grounds are small and that was the most 
suitable site aYailable. Because of the 
increasing number of children attending the 
school it was necessary to prov1de extra 
accommodation. 

The hon. member for Nundah men­
tioned school committee~. Although this 
matter does not come under the Department 
of Public Works, I join with him in sa'ying 
that the school committees have done an 
excellent job. It is true that it has been 
necessary to provide more school accommo­
dation in certain districts because of the erec­
tion of a number of homes in Brisbane. It 
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is for that reason that "·c are now IJUilding a 
new school at Stafford, and I might say 
that I mn ph>ased with the progreSd of that 
work. I have watched it closely because I 
am very much concerned about the cost of 
building schools, and the man in charge of 
that job is doing it very well. Jlis costs are 
much lower than those of similar jobs in other 
parts, nnc1 so long as he continues in that 
way he will be a \·cry Yaluable officer to the 
i!epartment. 

The hon. member for Enoggera complained 
also about the guttering at the State '~hool, 
and he said that the building was •letcriorat­
ing because of its condition. That is not 
peculiar to Enoggera; it applies at many 
other State schools ani! honws, too. In an 
endeavour to improve matters and overcome 
the guttering shortage, the Department of 
Public ·works has heen ironing out corrugated 
iron and using it to make guttering. 

The hon. member for Albe1't spoke of the 
need for a new school at Southport. 'fhe 
need for this s·chool is well-known to the 
officers of the department, and I can assure 
the hon. member that as soon as \Ye can make 
a man available to prepare plans for a new 
school at Southport that work will be done. 

Again I draw attention to the fact that 
we are short of draftsmen. I might point 
out that despite all this criticism of buildings 
and talk of overcrowding not one school has 
been closed by this clepartmen t even though 
we are short of both teachers and buildings. 
While there is a little overcrowding, I have 
yet to be informed that any child in Queens­
land has been deprived of education because 
of the shortage of school buildings. The 
Government are doing all they can in the 
matter. 

lUr. Aikens: Some were closed because 
of the shortage of teachers. 

JUr. POWER: That does not come within 
the ambit of this department, but I can tell 
the hon. member that quite a number of the 
teaching staff of the Department of Public 
Instruction joined the fighting forces and 
unforunately many of them have not returned, 
having made the supreme sacrifice. 

The hon. member for Albert referred to 
the department as being responsible for hold­
ing up works asked for by the Department of 
Public Instruction. I repeat what I said the 
other day-that the Department of Public 
Instruction has, on more than one occasion, 
asked the Department of Public Works to 
prepare plans and carry out certain unclertak­
ings. Those plans were prepared by the 
skeleton staff of my department, but after 
they were prepared we were told that altera­
tions had to be made. I said that that state 
of affairs cannot go on: there is a shortage 
of skilletl men and the Department of Public 
Instruction must decide in the first place what 
it wants in its plans. "vVe are prepared to 
put the >York in hand and there will he no 
delay by my department. Thf' Department 
of Public "vVorks will not accept responsibility 
for delays caused by other departments in the 
State. 

I think I hm·c effectively replied to the 
criticism levelled at my department, and I 
again repeat that the reason for the delay 
in carrying out work is not with the Depart­
ment of Public Works hut occurs because 
there has beer, a shortage of man-pmver and 
materials. 

llir. 1UAHER (West Moreton) (2.57 p.m.): 
I should like to comnliment the Minister on 
his selection by his party for Cabinet rank 
and I say also that I am pleased to see him 
in his place in this Chamber after a serious 
illness. 

I should be wanting in my duty if I did 
not back the Minister up to the limit in the 
pursuit of efficiency in his department. He 
hns given a very good lead to his officcTs to 
see that the State gets full value for the 
rewaril it gives to those who serve umler it. 

I should like vcrv brieflv this afternoon to 
sav that I haYe tr;velled 'about this State a 
go'od deal and that I haye always an 
obscTvant eye for things about me, and I have 
noticed, not only in the post-war period and 
'luring the num-power shortage but during the 
period of war and prior to 1939, that there 
has been a painful neglect in the painting 
and the general maintenance of many of our 
public buildings not only in the rural districts 
but also in the metropolitan district itself. 
There has been a neglect to paint public 
buildings within a reasonable time. Many of 
them were allowed over the years prior to 
1939 to fall into a state of disrepair. Of 
course, the position was accentuated during 
the war, and I am not putting any blame on 
the Department of Public "vVorks for what 
happened in those years. Nor has there been 
proper breathing time since the war ended 
for the department to apply itself fully to 
the remedying of this condition, which was 
very apparent for all to see in 1939. There 
is a big leeway to make up. There is evidence 
everywhere that school buildings, court 
hous·es, police stations and all kinds of public 
buildings throughout the State are in need 
of paint and general repair and otheT fonns 
of maintenance, and I say to the Minister 
that this matter is of first importance. 

If a determined attempt is not made to 
overtake that lecwav within a Teasonable 
period the deterio~ation of course will 
proceed very rapidly and these buildings, 
which are a very great asset to the 
State today, will suffer considerably. I 
suggest that the Minister•look into that phase 
of the matter to see how he may redeem and 
put back into good repair and condition exist­
ing public buildings that need his attention 
so badly just now. 

::\Ir. Po1ver: Have you read the report 
of the Under SecretaTy~ You can see what 
has been done. 

lUr. 1fAHER: I grant the Minister all 
that. I ]mow that theTe has been a step-up in 
appTOYals for school repairs in particulaT since 
he took control of the depaTtment. I am 
pleased to see it and I wish him well and I 
hope that he will continue that campaign. 
HowcvcT, I want to underline and emphasise 
it so that there >Yill be no mistake about it 
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because in the general pressure for new 
buildings we are a little bit apt to overlook 
the necessity for maintaining the good build­
ings we hnye todny, buildings that could not 
at the present cost of construction be replnced 
at other than a very high figure indeed. I 
want to emphasise that point with the Minister 
and to wish him ~well in the big task that 
lies ahead of him. 

There is another feature of the a·dministra­
tion of the department that I should like to 
bring under his notice and I have dmwn 
;lttcntion to it before when the Estimates of 
the clepnrtment hnve been under consideration 
in other years. Of cours~, the system may 
lnn·c been altered sin,c'" then and I hope that 
it hns. I know that in other davs it was the 
practiec for State school comm.itteos, either 
directly through the Director-Genera! of 
T~dueation or indirectly through the mem­
ber for the district, to bring under the 
notic" of the department the fact that certain 
repairs and impruYements were required to a 
school or to other public buildings, :md I 
have notict'd that in respect to school buildings 
in particular it has been the custom for the 
dqmrtment to send cm insrector on a special 
visit to the sehool concerned to make a report 
on its eondition and gencr:llly into the com­
plaint thnt •Yas made. In 99 ca~es out of 
100 he mcreh· endorses all that the school 
committee 01: the tcnchcr conceTncd ha·'l 
I'eported nnd rccommenclell that the wol'k lle 
done. 

I thought in those days that there was no 
co-ordinated system wheTeby that same inspec­
tor could continue on his ronnd and make an 
inspeetion of all the public buildings in that 
zone in order to report on the eondition of 
all of them. The result was that when a 
complaint was made :1 bout schools he wns 
running here ruv1 running there, erossing over 
his tra-rks, burning up petrol and incnn-ing 
heavy expenditure in what I consider a hap­
hazard C~dventurc rather than a businesslike 
method of approaching his task. A pnbli" 
works inspector's job should he to visit all 
the public buildings in a pruticular area and 
make a report on them all with the necessnry 
recommendations, instead cif having to rush 
out here nncl rush out there, sometimes in 
resprct of a job the cost of which dcd not 
exceetl more than £I 0 or £15. It may be that 
the criticism that has been offered by me an·d 
other hon. members in the past has influenced 
the depC~rtment to al{er the system. I hope so, 
If it hns not then it is something that the 
:\1iniste'· should apply himself to. 

Another feature of the adiministration of 
the department that I should like to mention 
relates to the plmming of new buildings. The 
::V1inistcr, the Under Secretary, ancl the 
architect who is doing the job should have an 
eye on the future instead of on the present. 

So far as I can sec, too many buildings 
that are approl-ed are built for the day, not 
for the future. Plans arc dra\Yn up by th0 
architects, approYed by the Under Secret:uy. 
apprm·ed by the Minister, but the buildings, 
although they cost a grent deal of mone:y 
and are possibly ornate, do not take into 
account the fact that our population is 

expanding gradually IYith our wealth produc­
tion and that therefore the emphasis should 
he on the futul'e. I remember that when I 
IYas a lad in New Sonth \Vales 40 ,n'ili'3i "go 
a hue and cry \Yas mi~crl against the Mi 11 ister 
for Railmtys of the day, Mr. E. W. 0 '8ulli­
nm, IYho approved of the plan for the present 
Sydney railway station. Mr. 0 'SulliYan v. as 
Toundl:· r·ritieised. The Sydne:· 1

' Bulletin'' 
1efenecl to him as the ''Owe Snlli•.-:m'' for 
bwing apprm-cd the expenditme of what 
c-ritics of the day suggested was an outra~ 
geous sum of mane;· for the construction of 
:t raihyay station 100 veers ahead of its 
time. But that fine ,:~il>vay station IYas 
built, and IYithin 10 yeaTs it was not big 
enourzh to meet tlte needs of the people in 
the llrOgTcssh-c State of J'\ow South \\';des. 
1t sbnds tocl:t \ as a tri1Jl1te to his vision. 
Thnt is thr• idc;n I IYish to inenleate into tlw 
mind of the jl,.finister and particnhr-lv the 
nrchitoets who h1n-e the job of 1n-oparin;_; 
plans for public buildings. :B'or aE_other 
example, look at tlto Roma Street railway 
station. That is rt pleasing lmilrhnr~ to tltc 
eve but the :ll'ehiL•et ,,-ho planned th:tt lmild­
i;;g and the :Minister wlw approved of it~ did 
not ta!w into Jt eeount future needs. line, 
even today, when the war is past, IH' fre­
qucnth• fi!td a raihvay porter placed on the 
door of the dining-room to prcwnt lllOl'C than 
a gi\"811 number of passengers from entering 
the building. 

'l'l!e CHAIRJIAN: Order! 

)fr. JIAHER: I am showing, in passing, 
that our architects who plan our public works 
;ne not making provision for buildings of the 
right type, and for enough .space and room 
for the nc"ds of the population of tomorrow. 
Iuclccd, they an' fnsteued c1m-:n to tltc' at·tual 
needs of today. 

Generally speaking, there lws ]Jecn a 
gTadual dcteTioration in the past 50 years in 
our Puhlic \Vorks arehitectlue. T~1ko a walk 
along Georgc and Queen Streets antl make 
a sun-ev of this noble Parliament House 
and the· Treasury Building, ~which are aTchi­
tectural gems, the Executi1·e Building, the 
Department of Public Lands, and the Custom 
House. These are products of men IYho knew 
their job and were IYOrth;• of this grent 
State. What do we find today! Look at the 
hamlikc building down \Nilliam StrC'et that 
houses the Department of Health anc1 Honw 
Affail's, and the extension of the Depal't­
ment of Agricultme m1ll Stock. They m·e 
thorough] r unworthy of this grc"'t Rtate. 
Fancy us.ing iibro-cement in a publie build­
ing! · The thing is monstrous. I'Ve arc 
deteriorating in our outlook. 'l'he men lead­
ing the country todn:v have not the iita:.m·e 
or vision of the men who laid the foundations 
of this State. If those men had had the 
same vision as the men of today this Pm·lia­
mcnt House would not be here today. I 
notice a tremendous deterioration over the 
years in our architectural standards. 

JUr. Aikens: Our work would he just 
as good if we did it in a corrugated i_ron 
shed without all this architectural ostentation. 
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3Ir. JUAHER: Some people have no 
taste. If the hon. member wants to work in 
a blackfellow 's gunyah, he is entitled to wOl'k 
in it, but there are people who have refine­
ment and a cultural outlook. 

~When we loo], back oYe1· the Grecian and 
Roman periods of architecture they give us 
uni!cJstanding of tlw mngnifkent type of men 
who ercctci! the buildings, some of which in 
ma11Y instam·('·: still staml todaY. There is 
TOOl;~ for impro,·cmcnt in the ·:crc:hit etund 
mcthoils of the department. I note fl·om 
the report of the department that a number 
of architects have been bl'ought out from 
Great Britain. 

I hope those men IYill be able to infuse new 
ideas into the :uchitcnture of the Department 
of Public ~Works. Necessarily lYe do not want 
the standards of architecture that are suitable 
in snowy countries. You see that manifested 
here sometimes, where there are buildings 
with high-pointed roof', which are the usual 
thing in eountries \Yherc there are heavy snow 
falls in order to break the weight of snow 
on the roof. 'That tyr1c of building is totally 
out of place in a sub-tropical or tropical 
country. There is room for our Department 
of Public ·works and its architects to studv 
thoroughly the architecture of sub-tropical 
and tropical countries. '£he Commonwealth 
Bank is a great offendcT in building the very 
severe buildings without awnings or verandas 
that arc quite suitable in Victoria but 
thoroughly unsuitable to the tropics. Many 
of our public buildings today in 'l'o11·nsville, 
Cairns and western to1vns and cities are not 
actually suited to the needs of sub-tropical 
and tropical climates. The department and 
the aTchitects should concentrate in planning 
for buildings suitable for a State such as thiP. 

'rhe Minister has emphasised the difficulties 
of meeting the demands of members who 
have criticised the policy of the department 
on this vote. He has referred to the short­
ages of material and labour, IYhich of course 
are all too apparent. But I feel that the 
c,ccasion is opportune to remind the hon. 
gentleman that he must agree with me when 
I say there is somet11ing rotten in the State 
of Denmark when such things apply after the 
war has terminated for two years or more; 
and there must be cause for the continuous 
shortage~ of materials that are hamstringing 
the Minister in his efforts to embark on a 
progressive policy of repairs, maintenance and 
the construction of new buildings. 'rhere is 
something very wrong, and the M1nister knows 
it. It is up to him and those associated 
with him to remove this cause and accelerate 
the flow of building materials and labour 
that will enable all those pTogTessive ideas 
of his to be incorpomted into action. 

lUr. JNGRAI\I (Keppel) (3.13 p.m.): I, 
like other hon. members, wish sincerely to 
congratulate the Minister on his elevation to 
Cabinet Tank, a position I am sme he will 
fill with CTedit to himself and benefit to the 
whole of the people of the State. I am pleased 
to see that he has been TcstoTed to good 
health and that he is able to participate in 
this debate and carTy out the duties of his 
important office. 

I want to say at the outset that I have 
received nothing but courtesy from the officers 
of the Department of Public ~Works. Most 
of my requests have been gTanted. 

Much has been said about the various 
schools throughout Queensland. In my elector­
ate new schools and new teachers' residences 
haye been built, and many additions to other 
schools in that part of (~ueensland ha\ e been 
made. Only the otheT day I had the pleasure 
of officially opening a school at North Rock­
lwmpton. which is in the electOTate of the 
lton. member for Rockhampton. I heard 
membeTs of the Opposition criticise the old­
fashioned schools, but I am satisfied they 
have not seen the ne\Y schools built by tho 
aepartmcnt because if they had they woull1 
not describe them as old-fashioned. The 
ochool I opened on Satm·day afternoon was 
a three-roomed school 24 feet by 23 feet 6 
inches IYith IVindO\YS Tight l'Olllld it_ If it 
dou not satisfy the teachers and children, 
\Yell, nothing will. There is plenty of venti­
ldion, and the schoolmaster told me that he 
ncYei' saw a better school. 

The same applies at Emu I'ark in my 
electorate, where a new school has been 
erc-0tcd that people there remark t-o me sta,nds 
as a monument. It is an absolutely beautiful 
bni!Cling· and the Government will carry out 
tlwt policy throughout the State. 

::IIr. Uilton: How did you get it? 

JWr. INGRA::II: Because I am a labour 
Tl'llrcsentatil·e of the eledon1tc lool,ing after 
thi• interests of the people of the electomte. 
Ptior to my coming to Parliamnt as the repr.e­
RcntatiYe of that electorate, the schools 111 

mv electorate were in a shocking- disgrace 
Lc.eause the district IY:lS rcpr·esc1~tcd by a 
Country l'arty member who never went to his 
electOl'ate from one year's end to the other. 
He dicl not care a dash about the school 
chilch{'n. That is the difference between him 
and me. 

)fr. Sparlres: That is a reflection on your 
own Goycrnn1cnt. 

I\I:r. INGK4c3I: It is not. If "!. representa­
t-ive of the J"abour or any othc' party in this 
Parliament goes to any Minister witl: any 
Teqm st and lJl'csses the request it \Ylll be 
granted. 

l\Ir. Sparkes: He should not have to do 
it. 

i\Ir. INGRA~I: The Parliamentary 
rcpre,entative should go Tound his electmate 
and see IYhat ~s required for the benefit of 
the people in that arC[l but most hononrab}e 
members on the Opposition benches sit 1n 
their own homes and do not trouble about 
th0ir electorates. :\Iemben of the Opposition 
have said that this Government do nothing 
for the country and that everything is done 
for Brisbane but let them study the report 
of this department ancl see the numlJer of 
<·ountry schools and trachm 's residences that 
have been erected. They will find therein 
that thousands of pounds have been spent on 
rites for primary and post-primary schools. 
Notwithstanding this they say that the 
Qoyernment are doing nothing for the people 
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in the country and evcTything fo•r t·he people 
in the city."' '1 ·his Goyern111ent are doing 
everything for th~ people in the countTy but 
Tory Govc,nunent 1 dicl not do so. 

:',[uch h~;s bL•cn c aiel ul>out the magnificent 
\YOrk that loeul uuthoTities have done thTough­
nnt this State. Why >vere they able to do 
this'' I'e .. anse of the munificent· subsidies 
gTanted by a Labour Government which were 
tlcl·cr granted by 'l'ory Governments. 

i!Ir. Sparkes: Where do they get the 
money~ 

iUr. INGUA::li: They get it from the 
Labour Government. 

lUr. Sparkes: They get it from the 
people. 

::lir. INGRAJ[: They never got this 
money fTom the Tory GoveTnments. The 
otheT day the honourable member for ·war­
wick stated that too much delay occurred 
bet"·cen Government departments and local 
authorities, but in most instances the blame 
must fall on the local authorities. Remem-
1 er thnt the bon. member for Aubigny is 
not the only one >Yho has hren on a local 
nuthoritv. I >Yas connected with local auth­
orities fOT a number of vears and other mem­
bers on this side ha Ye , been connected with 
local authorities much longer than has the 
hon. member for Aubigny. 

I will proYe the reason for the delay. For 
instance, take the water-supply scheme for 
Y rppoon that wil1 be begun in a very sho•rt 
tin1'2. That "\York should l1ave beeu Uoue yea;l't; 
ago. 

lUr. Sparkes: Whose fault is that? 

1Ur. lNGRAlU: The fault of the consult­
ing engineers in the Livingstonc ShiTe Coun­
cil because they did not have the plans pre­
pared. In spite of this the council blanres 
the GoveTnment departments. Tlwt is abso­
lutely ridiculous. As it was, the consulting 
engineers were at fault. But for the fact that 
rcwoscntatives of the council asked Mr. 
Clmter the real cause of the delay, we should 
lHlve thought that the Government were to 
blame. Mr. Chutcr proved conclnsiyely t-hat 
the consulting engineers did not have the 
plans properly prepared. They a•re now pre· 
pared and within a short space of time the 
Yeppoon >Yater-supply scheme will be com­
menced. 

I\Ir. Sparkes interjected. 

I\Ir. INGRAlU: The hon. member talks 
about local authorities. \Vhy did not local 
authorities take advantage o{ t-he nine million 
pounds, six million pounds loan and three 
million pounds sul•sidy, set aside to provide 
water to cities and towns~ Of 140-ndd local 
a :1thorities only 70-odd, I think, took the 
oppO'rtunity t·o· get that money to provide 
IYater supplies. It was an absolute disgrace 
that nny local authority should turn down 
sneh <Jn offer because everybody must agree 
that if a town wants to progress it must have 
a wnt·cr supply. 

The other day the hon. member for Logan 
wa~ astounded at the fnct that £125,000 
was to be spent on building homes for the 

::~_r;·cd at TiockllaJ'~pton. Does he >vnnt these 
old people to he li1·ing in bm·k huts, as they 
,, en· Ulld{1 l' :1 ri'ury Gorcrllll1tllt -? rrh(' La bout' 
Go"'lcrnnlC'nt ~~J'C a lnunnn~, Uovernrnent and 
t!1ut is >Yln' we are building these homes. 
I rcn1ind the 1tOJl. member, too, that in 
addition to providing the<" homes, th~.t 
£12;),000 will be used to pay for hospital 
wards aclministTativc blocks, and a scptrc 
systcl{r, and it reflects great credit on this 
Government. 

Aaain I coll'rratulate the ::lfinister on the 
mai'-~Iificent job.., he is doincr, ancl I am sure 
h; ~Yill continue to do a go~d job and I wish 
him eve1-y success in the future. 

}Ir. FARRELL (Maryborou~h) ~3.p 
p.m.): I wish to dmw the attention of ~ 1e 
Minister to an aspEct of local author;ty 
affairs that is giving the :VIarvborough C1ty 
Council some concern. \Vhen the J',J:ary­
borough town clerk was in Bris~ane, :we 
investigated the possibility of deahng w1th 
our loan funds in the same way as the 
Brisbane City Council deals with its loan 
money. \Ye >~·ish to place all loan bonow­
ings to one general lo~n account, and to make 
pr.yments on the vanous >vor!<S out of t!Jat 
one fund. The Treasury rarsed no ob~ec­
tion the Auditor-General raised no obJeC­
tion' but the department for which the present 
Minister is responsible pointed out th~t there 
was no provision in the Act ~o grve the 
l\larvborough council the same nght _as that 
enjo'yed by the Brisbane City Councrl. 

At 3.22 p.m., 
Mr. HILTON ( Carnarvon) relieved the 

Chairman in the cha iT. 

lUr. F ARRELL: The City of Brisbane 
Acts lays do>vn definitely how. thes~ lo~n 
funds shall be treated. It provrdes tnat m 
its funds shall be incOl'porated loan fm;cls 
and trust funds. It is the loan fund wrth 
>Thich I wish to deal in refening to a p~·oblem 
Lesetting the ]\{aryborough City Com1crl. The 
Act proYides that the loan fun~s of the 
Brisbane City Council shall cons1st of all 
moneys borrowed by that Council. The loans 
made to the council under that or any otl;er 
Act must be applied to the pm·pose _for wlnch 
the money is obtained, and that rs exactly 
what we want to do in l\faryborough. At. the 
present time local authorities are reqmred 
to submit to the Co-ordinator-General of 
Public Works details of all >Yorks it is pro· 
posed to carry out by. the use of loan f~r~ds. 
'rhese >YOJ·ks are peculiar to local authontres, 
such as sewerage, drainage, >vater supply, 
concrete footpaths, concrete channelling and 
so on. Section 23 of the Local Go:'ernment 
Act provides that the local authonty shall 
keep separate the loan money in resp~ct of 
each of the works and it is the practice of 
the Treasury to issue nu Order in Council ~or 
each class of work that the local authonty 
proposes to carry out. If the la.w could be 
amended to allow a local authonty to keep 
one loan fund so that all its bonowings could 
be bulked in any year and operated up?n if 
desiTed it would save the local authonty a 
consicle'rable amount in legal expenses ::nd 
other costs associated with the prepamtr.on 
and issue of debenture shaTeS. v\fe desrre 
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that the Minister give consideration to amend­
in&' the Act to provide that the privilege 
enJoyed ~y the Brisbane City Council may 
be exercrsed by other local authorities 
throughout the State. 

The keeping of one loan fund by a local 
authority would simplify accountancy and 
obviate a considerable amount of clerical 
work that is now required to be done b\· f1ny 
lncal authority because the law says" that 
separate accounts shall be kept in respect 
of each loan. In these clays, when materials 
an in short supply, it would permit ,-, local 
authority to carry out one section of work 
for which it can obtain materials and close 
down another section if it is held up for the 
supply of materials. 

Local authorities are findin<>' it extremely 
difficult to carry out a plann~d works pro­
gramme because of the difficulty in getting 
materials and labour required. To quote a 
case in point the Maryborough City Council 
made application to the Co-ordinator­
General of Public \Vorks and the State 
'rreasurer for permission to borrow £110,470 
made up as follows:-

''Preparation of working plans 
and cstima tes . . . . 

Bus undertaking 
Parking area 
Concrete footpaths 
Motor mmyers 
Drainage 
Sewerage extensions 
Flats for old-age pensioners 
Sewerage extensions to 

Pocket Area, including 
house connections 

£ 

6,000 
30,000 
10,000 

8,000 
1,400 

12,i318 
12,752 

5,000 

25,000 

£110,470 ,, 

In accordance with the lJresent practice the 
Treasury will authorise the council to borrow 
the nine sepaTate amounts required. That 
will mean that the council will be required to 
pay a considerrrble sum in legal costs for the 
preparation and issue of debentures whereas 
if the law ~was amended only one' issue of 
debentures would be required. I should like 
the Mini,,tor to consider that point when 
he has time to discuss it with his officers and 
see if it is posc,ible for the Act to be 
amended to enable local authorities outside. 
the city of Brisbane to receive the same 
benefits in regard to their loan programme 
of \VOrks as are applicable to the Brisbane 
City Council. Only the other day I had a 
talk \vith our city manager in relation to 
certain \Yorks. \V e find in actual practice 
that owing to a shortage of materials we :ue 
unable to expend the amount of money 
allotted to certain works whereas there are 
other >vorks \VC could carry ont if we could 
bulk our loan funds as is permitted by the 
Brisbane City Council. 

I think some consideration might be given 
to my suggestions. It might be possible to 
amend the Act and permit the privileges 
extended to the Brisbane City Council to be 
exteudc<1 to local authoritie9 in areas outside 
of Brisbane. I feel sure that if the Act was 
amended in 'uch a way it would meet >vith 
the approval of every local authOTity outside 

this area. Difficulty is being experienced in 
finding the men and materials, and that 
could be overcome, whilst a considerable 
saving could be effected by the issue of one 
set of debentures. 

1Ir. lUORRIS (Enoggera) (3.29 p.m.): I 
listened with interest to the speech made by 
the hon. member for Nunc1ah in which he 
chided me for not thanking the :\1inisier and 
the Department of Public 'N orks for acced­
ing to the constant representations I made 
for three years to have a new school built at 
Stafford. 

}Ir. Power: I did not see one letter 
from you on the file. 

lUr. lUORRIS: Evidently the new Secre­
tary for Public Works does not know the 
history of the actual work that went on before 
the beginning of the construction of that 
school, and I can see that I had better give 
it to him. Over three years ago it was pro­
posed to build a new school at Stafford, ancl 
it was to be erected on a site entirely unsuit­
able for a school and school grounds. The 
residents of the area were very upset at the 
idea that the school should be erected in that 
vlace ~which \\-as in the Nundah electorate. 
The ~chool committee got in touch with me 
and asked me if I could do anything 
to prevent its erection at that unsuitable 
place. I in turn got in touch with 
the Director-General of Er1ucation, and 
the :Minister arrangCl1 that one of the 
inspectors who was in charge of that aspect 
of the \York was to go to Stafford to meet 
me and the parents of the children attending 
the olc1 Stafford school. \Vith the parents and 
the inspector we made an inspection of the 
ground that had been chosen for the school, 
as well as an inspection of the site on which 
the new school is now being built. I made 
strong personal representations. . to the 
Director-General and also to the Munster that 
the school be built on what was considered 
a much more suitable area, and the Director­
General said to the school committee, ''Get 
a petition of the parents.'' The Minister can 
check what I say, because it is all contained 
in the minutes of the meetings of the Stafford 
school committee. I got the petition and 
presenter1 it to the department, with the 
result that the efforts of the committee, 
extending over about three years, were success­
ful, and the school is now being huilt on a 
suitable site. 

I am very happy indeed to thank the 
department publicly for having acceded to my 
request in this regard, and I have no hesita­
tion whatever in making a public acknow­
Jerlgmeut of what it did. Prior to the time 
when the hon. member for N undah spoke in 
this debate I had chatted with the Minister in 
one of the passageways in this building, and 1 
sairl to him that I had overlooked making 
reference to the new school building at 
Stafforrl. but that I would do so later on 
in the debate. Along comes the hon. member 
for N unclah and tries to accuse me of being 
unfair in not making that acknowledgment. 
I believe there is a good r1ea1 of merit in the 
buil<1iug of this now school, hut that does not 
preclude me from criticising any other aspect 
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of departmental administration, and I feel 
that I should be perfectly justified in doing 
so when necessary. 

. The Minister said that no complaint had 
been nutde about the leaking trough-not a 
drain-at the Wilston State School, but com­
plaints about it have been made over a con­
siderable period of time. I have actually 
seen copies of letters from the school com­
~ittee complaining about the leaking· gutter­
lug or trough, over a consideraLle period of 
time. I know that they have made complaints 
over about two years, although I am not 
going to say that it is exactly two years­
it may have been only 21 months. However, 
there hnve been complaintR about this leaking 
<drain for upwards of two years. The water 
·runs over a concrete floor and it is a source 
of danger to the children there. Whether the 
Minister has those complaints on the file I 
do not lmow-I am not responsible for that­
but I know that there have been repeated 
complaints about it. However, I am pleased 
to have his assurance that it will now be 
attended to. 

TI'rr. THEODORE (Herbert) (3.34 p.m.): 
There has been a very full and thorough 
c1iscussion on these important Estimates. 
Many hon. members, on the Opposition side 
at any rate, seem to think that they have not 
had the consideration to which they were 
entitled and did not get the credit for some­
thing that had been clone in the way of publie 
·buildings and schools in their electorates. 

I am sure that neither the Minister nor 
l1is department will do anything that will 
:prevent a fair and equal distribution of 
;public buildings and hospitals throughout the 
State, no matter what electorate needs them. 
That is important. The children in every 
-electorate are entitled to the fullest possible 
{)Onsideration in the matter of school build­
ings and educational facilities. 

I want to point out in the short time at my 
disposal the great difficulty people in the wet 
coastal areas experience as compared with 
those in the drier areas or towns. One of 
the greatest problems confronting the depart­
ment is the enormous cost of upkeep of 
wooden buildings in the wet areas. Repeated 
representations have been made to me as 
to ::ttention required to school buildings, 
parhcnlarly as a result of the war. That is 
no more than one would expect. In the future 
public buildings, particularly in the coastal 
areas, should be constructed of brick or 
concrete. It is too costly to construct public 
buildings in the wet area with timber. They 
eannot withstand the ravages of white ants or 
borers and the effect of the weather. These 
factors cause great deterioration and entail 
considerable maintenance costs. 

It would be a pity to see any great expendi­
ture on small ~chool buildings, in view of the 
:announced pohcy to build m·ea schools. In 
the long run these centralised schools will be 
less costly. The buildings will be permanent, 
s~bstantial structures, and the cost of upkeep 
Will be less than at present. Parents who 
require .sm~ll schools, of which I have quite 
a n~mber m my electorate, have many diffi­
cnltws to surmount. Often only the required 

number of children attend them. All these 
difficulties of course would be overcome if we 
had area schools, but proper provision for 
transport will be necessary to enable children 
at present attemling these small sehools to be 
transpmtetl to the area school. That fact 
must be consitlerecl in assessing future 
educational requirements. Every considera­
tion should be given to the matter of provid­
ing buildings that will meet future 
requirements. As pointed out by the honour­
able member for ·west Moreton, we should 
look ahead and avoid unnecessary expense 
caused by lack of foresight. 

At present we have a position in Innisfail 
High School that has obtained for a long time 
-the need for improYements that could not be 
attended to owing to the war. The school com­
mittee has made representations to the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction and I am surprised 
t·hat the health authorities allow the drainage 
at that school to continue as it is. These con­
<litions are cansccl b~- a very low depression in 
part of the school grounds, which it has been 
ir~1possible to fill in. The shire engineer at 
hrs own expense drew plans for the improve­
ment of the school grounils and submitted 
them to the departmei1t. ThPv provided for 
the expansion of thP school grounds and the 
~Juilding of tennis courts and general 
nnprovements. 

At 3.41 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

llfr. THEODORE: It is only now that 
the department has been able to get the 
necessary materials and labour. I think we 
can look forward to a general improvement 
throughout the State in the near future in 
all these matters. 

I listened to the hon. member for Cooroora 
telling us about falling through the floor of 
a public building. If he was behaving as 
he was when delivering his speech, I am not 
surprised that he fell through the floor. But 
the position described by the hon. member is 
not peculiar to his electorate. It applies just 
as much to my electorate and other electoT­
ates, and for the same reason-the department 
was unable to get the galvanised iron and 
other material and men to do these jobs. I 
never go to my electorate without having 
representations made to me about something 
that needs attention at the school. The last 
time I was in Tully the sergeant's wife asked 
me to go round to the back of the house and 
look at the back steps. 

(Time expired.) 

Hon. W. PO'\YER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public Works) (3.44 p.m.): I promised 
the hon. member for Cunningham that I would 
give him information as to the school at 
'Felton South. It was arranged with a con­
tractor named Kelly, of Herries Street, 
Toowoomba, on 2 October, to remo,·e the 
school to take the place of the one at Felton 
South and I understand the work is under 
way. 

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
remarked about neglect in attending to the 
1n·esen·a tion of our pu bl~c buildings. 
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Nobody is more concerned about that than 
the officials of the department. As a matter 
of fact, l'lr. Lyons has had the matter in 
hand and has mentioned it to me on numerous 
occasions. 'rhe most urgent jobs are carried 
out first. There has been a good deal of 
deferred maintenance-to which I referred 
previously-but the jobs are being inspected 
and what is considered most important and 
most urgent for the presenation of the asset 
~R put in hand straightaway. Of course there 
lo always a certain amount of minor repairs 
that must be done before painting is begun. 
I want to assure members that there is a 
great shortage of paint but Y,e are doing the 
best we can in circumstances that are not of 
our making. As paint becomes available in 
larger quantities and painters are to be got 
we will push ahead with the Preservation of 
the assets of the department. -

I cannot agree with the suggestion of the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition that the 
inspector of works in a district should make 
an inspection of every building in the district. 
It is the duty of the peopk occupying the 
building to report. It woulcl not bo asking 
too much of them, when they see signs of 
deterioration, to report to the clistrict super­
visor. To have an inspedor going to every 
building would mean the inspecting of bnild­
ings that required no attention \Yhatcvcr. I 
think it would be cmite suflicient ancl save 
much of the time of the supervisors if the 
officers occupying the building made a com­
plaint to him that certain >York was required, 
The supervisor then to ma],e the necessary 
inspection and, if neceF.· nTy, go alJead with 
repairs to the extent of £5. As I said, I 
propose to increase that amount, hut major 
repairs must he Tefcncd to head office. I 
T· ill not agree to nllowing any supervisor 
expending money without some control oveT 
him. 

I do not propooe to sc;t myself up as an 
architect, but I thinlc I !:now n little about 
the beauty of n buildin,g, aml as to the 
architectural work of the depul'tn:ent I would 
rofe1· hon. members to the TOpOl't, nt the hack 
of \vhich they hill see photographs of aclcli­
tions to the Brisbane \V omen's Hospital, the 
fourth nnit of the Dri' banc Anzac Squnre 
Dnilcling, the Ashgroyo Stnte School ndditions 
-all l:niek buildings-and the \YOoden bnilc1-
ing in the additions to the Stnic sr'hools at 
Camp Hill, Holland l'ark am1 IIIoorooka. 
There is a pictmc nf the Iromicles State 
School adilitio<1, the J\ewmarl,et Stnte Rchool 
atldition, :md the nCIY ccm't house ~t Charlo­
Yillc~hrick buildings. I cannot ~cc thnt 
an~'Ollc coulcl complain about dJC architectural 
be·1uty of the~,e buildingd. In al1dition, -vvc 
lliust not forget tlnt serious (consideration 
must be giYen to the utility value of tl1e 
building. 

Air .. That is all '.l•n.---apped in it. 

}\r. \Ve should not have 
lmihli11g~ like son1e of the 1norlern bungalo1Ys 
eTecteil today, very nice outside but with 
rooms in ~ome of \\'hich you could not s~>·ing 
a cat. 

1fr, ]!a her: Architecture covers all 
phases. 

)fr. PO'\>YER: I agree with that, but I 
do not think there can be any complaint 
about our buildings, bearing in mind the uge 
to which they must be put. 

As to the need for canying out certain 
works, I repeat, as I have reiterated aB 
through this debate, that the shOTtages of 
materials have not been brought about by 
the Gm·ernment. As a matter of fact, the 
shortage of bricks is the responsibility of 
private enterprise. 

ili.r, 3Iahe.r: Oh no. 

::llr. POWl:U: Oh yes. We do not manu­
facture bricks. Does the hon. membeT wggest 
tlmt \Ye should establish a brickworks As 
a matter of fact, because we are not able 
to obtain the bricks required, l am giving 
sprious consideration to asking that auothex 
Lrickworks be established hero. 

I agree with the hon. member for Hcrbext 
that bulldings should be constructed of brick 
w!Jerevrr possible, but I point out that the 
clelays refcned to are due again to shortage 
of man-po\ver. 

Again, there is no doubt that there is a 
black market in labour today and the Govern·· 
nll'nt "·ill not be a party to it. 

:ur. Enms: In the building trade? 

Jir. P(rl'H~It: Yes. A number of our 
employees haYe left to work for private 
enterprise at black-market rntes. I know also 
of a prh·ato firm whose employees arc leaving 
because it \Till not be assocla.ted wlth the 
],Jack-market in la1JOm. In the majority of 
these c::1scs, 1vhcre contractors arc doing -work 
\Yith black m:1rkct hbour, the work performed. 
is the erection of homes and while; the persons' 
l'C'cci,~ing l)lach:-market rates of \vagcs 1night 
!Jo happy about those Li;"·~.er rates, when it is 
all boiled ·cl. own the v. orkcr \\'110 has to pay 
or l'L'Ht the 1JOnlc i~ the one \YlJo pays the 
1J1~ck-mnrkot price. The builder doEs not pay 
it. \Vhnte,,cr he pays out in wage'~ he gets 
bade plus 10 p~r cent, sometimes :!0 or 25 
per curt. 

J mu glad to be able to say that nt lnst in 
this debate I have discovcrccl one hon. 111< mber 
""~,\'ho is satisfied. It ""~sas qnitc a change to 
hc:<r the hon. meml>cr for that 

in the g'aTdcn l.1i1S He 
h' \\as h:1pp~· -, .. ·ith the work by 

t!JO dcpartwcnt in his electorate :met that 
he hail no complaint•; to mnke. I r;m very 
plcn~ed indec:l to lmow thnt we h!\8 one 
sati~fied hon, member. ncedlccs to say, 
\re fi.n<l hin1 on this the ClW.l''-;~cr. 

The hon. mcmlJer for 
:1n inlpOTtant F!~tttrr \1'11rn 
::-nnendn1Cl1t of the I.~ot,al Cmun•>HY'C." 

en<"t hle locnl nutLoritics to hnvc one lo:m fund, 
:1•1 the Brisbnne Citv Council has. At nreseut 
sep0.ratr lonn funci~ 1nnst be krpt fo.T each 
underhking· upon \YhiC'h a local ·- cc7hority 
Pll11):n·ks. There is :t good deal of Jne:_'it in 
the lton. memher 's suggestion and I do not 
tnow tile re:tson for the difrercuc" between 
the Citv of Brihbanc Act and tllc Local' 
GoYcrnn1cnt .t1.ct so fnr 8S loan fun(ts are 
•onccrnecL 
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i}lr. EYans: It would save a lot of book­
keeping. 

. lUr. P01YlU~: It certainly would. I 
1utend to discuss the matter with the hon. 
member for Maryborough and I shall discuss 
.it with the Director of Local Government to 
see what can be done. Anything that we can 
do to case the burden on local authorities 
should be done. 

The hon. member for Enoggera came into 
the pictme again and tried to take cre·dit for 
the erection of a new school at Stafford. For 
his information, let me say that long before 
he represented Enoggera, Mr. Taylor, who then 
represented the electorate, and Mr. Hayes, 
who then represented Nundah, brought the 
matter before the Government and asked that 
something be done. The war intervened and 
it was impossible to meet their wishes. Mr. 
Hayes was persistent in his efforts and 
approaches to the department an·d I can assure 
the hon. member for Enoggera that while I do 
not want to take credit from him, the project 
was well in hand before ever he adorned the 
benches of this Chamber. 

The hon. member for Enoggera also TcfeTred 
to leaky drains at the Mitchelton school. I 
informed him that no complaint hnd ever 
been Teceived by the depaTtment. He then 
said that n complaint was made 18 months 
ago. I checlwd the matter up again with my 
department and I find that no complnint has 
eyer been received about leaky drains at that 
school. Tluee weeks ago a plumber visited 
the school to attend to three leaky taps. 

At that time no complaint was mndc, nor 
(lid the plumber who \Vas repairing the leak­
ing taps notice any hole whateYer in the 
galnnised pipe refrrred to by the hon. 
member. Three weeks ago there \\-as no 
leaking, and m; a matter of fact after the 
matter was raised, it was discovered today 
that there \Yas a 'mall hole in the clrainagc. 
T do 110t think the hon. member has bcPn 
quite fair. No complaint was made to thR 
department ancl the records do not show that 
:llly letters of complaint were receiYC(l. The 
hon. member said that complaints \\'ere made, 
and I say again that an inspectOT went ont 
three weel's ago and saw nothing \Hong with 
the place, and it was only today that he 
discovered a small leak The matter has 
];cen attended to. 

The hon. member for Herbel't referrerl to 
one or two matters in the Tnnisfail distriet. 
He suggested that in future all bnclding·q 
:·d10uhl. be in llJ'ick and mortar or brick and 
concrete, and I ean assure him that with the 
shortage of timber in this State today \Yher­
eYer possible \Ye :ne using bricks to consenc 
O'll' timber supplies. 

'!'he hon. member for Herhcrt :md the 
Deputy I,cadcr of the Opposition refenecl to 
the need for planning for the future. In the 
pnst and in the future the design of l•Ul' 

ln1ildings will be eonsideTed fTom the aspert 
of future development. 'vVe know that 1'1nn;· 
of onr buildings were erected years nc;o, anr1 
tll:Jt the city of Brisbane was plnnner1 in the 
J,elief that Brisbane would neve1· develop. Wb1t 
do we find today? We find that l'r'Slllll]ltiml~ 

have been made to widen Adelaide Street and 
resumptions will take place to widen George 
Street. Buildings eTected in the future will 
he cap a lJle of extension to meet any incrense 
in population. 

Plans in connection with the Innisfail State 
School grounds requiTe a. good deal of ntten­
tion; it is a reclamation job. The mntter has 
been under considcmtion by the depn:rtment 
foT some time, but it is n question of getting 
suitable soil for the reclamation. The matter 
will not be lost sight of, nnd will be com­
pleted as soon as possible. 

:\fr. '~'URIH~R (Kelvin Grove) (3.58 
p.m.): I have alrpady cong-ratulated the 
Minister on his cleYation to Cabinet Tank and 
his retum to good health. I want now to pay 
a tribute to the doctors and nnrses of the 
hospital for the skill and attention that made 
it possible for him to come back into this 
Chamber and stand up to the gruelling timp 
he has had in the last three ria 1 s. f feel 
sure that the;- will be delighted ·to see the 
vigouT with which he has tackled his job. 
In answering CTiticism levelled at his depart­
ment he lu.s expressed himself forcibly. 

TJJP del>ntc that has taken place on this 
vote has been YeTy interesting, particularl;­
from n metropolitan member's point of view. 
I have hem·d condemnation and praise of local 
authoTitics, and I have come to the conclusion 
that n number of hon. members in Opposition 
are eounrillors or h:we been councillors at 
some time in their lives. I have wondered 
;Yhy it has be<:>n nccessarv for this Govern­
mei1t to subsidise local "authorities to the 
extent to \Yhich the:- haYe over the years, I 
have also wondered \Yhv local authorities 
have not sought some increase in rates in 
order to give the serYices people have been 
asking· for, but when one sec~ the type of 
aldermen representing them and the particu­
lar interests those men have within their 
areas, one realises wlw they did not attempt 
to increase rates. Rather than clo that theY 
have called upon the Government for 
subsidies. 

My mind went back to an experience I had 
three years ngo, when I visited Benudesert 
with the then Secretary for Health and 
Home Affairs, Hon. T. A. J<"oley. It 
was just a'fter the Government had passec1 
the Act relieYing locnl authorities of the 
hospital precepts. To my amazement the 
hospital in the wealtl1y r1istrict of Bcaudesert 
had no proper \vatc1: supply. It had big 
concrete tanks in tlie vnrc1 anr1 on these it 
depended entirely. Kn.owing that there was 
an abundant supply of wnter in the Bcan­
rlescrt rlistrict and that there were five or six 
locrrl :wthoritics there I inquirer] the reason 
for the alJScncP of a proper \Ynter .supply, 
\Yhich is yery necessary for a progressive nncl 
prosperous town lil<c Beanclescrt and I found 
that the local councillors would not agree to 
the provision of such n \Yater suppl:- becnusP 
it \YOnlf1 he necess:ll'y to increase the rntcs 
nncl the people ronnel i:d1ont the aren woul(l not 
receiYe nnv lwncfit clirectlv from a wnter 
suppl:· for' Dcanclesert. " 

?\fr. A Hums: That is pure bunkum. They 
woulcl all get the ben~fit of thP \Yater supply. 
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}Ir. TURNER: That was the informa­
tion given to me by the people in the 
locality and I am simply repeating what they 
told me. I was also staggered to find that 
there \Yas no sterilising plant in the hospital, 
a hospital situated in a wealthy llistrict like 
that. Immediately the Government relieved 
the local authorities of the hospital precepts 
and took over the entire responsibility of 
maintaining the hospital~ the Minister was 
inundated with requests from hospital boards 
for this, that, and the other thing. 

I wish to devote a part of my time to a 
measure of praise of the workmen of this 
great department for some of the "'Ork they 
have <lone and particularly do I want to 
congratulnte them on the transformation that 
they made of Smcllie 's Duililing at the 
corner of Edward and Alice Streets, now the 
Industrial High School. I visited the build­
ing several times and I know that they nwlle 
a remarkably good job there. The entire 
staff are happy and the children are very 
contented with their mlucational surroundings. 
I was in the art room one llay. The way 
it has been laid out is a revelation. There 
are the utmost conveniences for the edueation 
of the young folk, with fluorescent lighting 
and an 0\'al-shaped school room with the 
teaeher in the centre with children placed 
round a railing so that they can all get the 
peTsO!lal attention of the 'tcacheT. I saw 
some of the work exhibited there. I saw 
budding architects Tecmvmg tuition and 
encouTagemcnt that would enable them to go 
on to the University and eventually become 
the future architects of this State. They will 
be of gTeat value to this department.· 

Unfortunateh· the school does not offer the 
plaving facilities that such a school should 
have but it is difficult to have big playing 
areas attached to such a school in the he'!Tt 
of the citv. It is unfortunate that such a 
school sho;:1ld have been established Tight in 
the centre of the city but with the shortage 
of supplies and labour the Government were 
unable to carry out their plan of secondary 
education as thev would like and so they 
had no option b1;t to adopt this emergency 
measure of establishing this school right in 
the city. However, they haYe made a very 
fine job of it. 

Personally, I haYe no room for complaint, 
about the schooling facilities in my clectm·ate. 
I have only one school in my elcctoTate, 
which hns an area of 3 and a-qnarter miles. 
It is one of the most modeTn schools in the 
sontllern hemisphere. and I have been asso­
cinted \Vith its committee foT 16 years. I 
han~ been its seeretary and I have bem1 its 
<"11airman now for sevc>n yea•rs. vVe realised 
ilurinx the wnr vears that as the \var had to 
be won it \Vas· necessary for us to recluce 
om peace-time activities. At the same time 
we lccpt in mind the little repairs that were 
necc,snrv. Anv work thnt could be accom· 
]llichrcl .bv the committee was for the most 
p<~rt clone l1;>' working br"s. vYP are begin­
ning to get active again and ·when supplies 
of materials nre in greater abundance we 
shall be making some representations to the 
department. 

I can support the Minister ;s •retnai'lcs crJ' 
the scarcity of supplies. Much of the short­
ago has been man-made. I have on severali 
occasions in this Chamber said that the 
shortages in the months of ~1arch, .\.pril anc!" 
!\fay last year \Vere deliberately made becausr 
pr~ple, as they Raid, '' \Voulcl not wurk for, 
Ch1iley.'' In other words, the holders· o:E 
supplies were dodging taxation. Their income 
had reached a certain limit, so in order to 
avoid an inerease in the mte of taxation they 
closed down on sales. 

JUr. Russell: Controls were largely 
l'Csponsil>le for restriction of supplies. 

Ai: 4.1 p.m., 
~[r. DEYRIES (Gregory) relieved the 

Chairman in the chair. 

iUr. 'J'GR~ER: Controls had nothing to 
do with it. Had the goods been displayed they 
would have been sold. T·he goods would have 
been readily oold had they been brought from 
cut of cover. Opposition members have been 
complaining about the black-market. If the 
g·oods were not there, they could not- have been 
blaclc-markcted. 'l'hat has been going on 
smce lnst .:\Jay. \Ye have heard great hmvls 
io the effect that the \VOrking men have been 
doing this and that but if some haYe done so 
ihrv ha\'C been taught to do so by the bosses 
\Yho have restricted sales and profits. The 
\Yorl,ers shonld not be blamed fm reshicting 
production. Restriction of production in 
many cases was larxely attributable to the 
manufacturers and the distributors. 

I have lwan1 a great· many complaints from 
lwn. rfi'embers opposite about schools h:t thei•r 
electorate. I will take the Chamber into the 
.:\[ini~t\~r 's Pleetorate. H0 has several schools 
in hi~ electorate and I do not think older 
se hools cnn be found in nny other eleetorate 
than the Petrie Terrace Gi•r!s' and the Kelvin 
Grove Girls' and Infants' State Schools. No 
~chool in any part of the State has been more 
m•glected than these two. Yet they are in 
H1e Minister's electorate! At the present 
time temporary •repairs are being effeded to 
the Kelvin Grove Girls' and Infants' School. 

lUr. Plunkett: Have you seen the South­
port Stnte School? 

1Ur. TURNER: I have seen the South­
port State School. Its condition is better 
than this school. 

Before the war a sewerage scheme was 
lJCing consickred in connect-ion with this 
school but it is only now that attention is 
being paid to it. Some hon. members would 
make it appear t·hat only schools in elec­
to•rates represented by La bonr men receive 
attention. That is not so. The Minister, as 
hon. member for Baroona, could not be excelled 
in his fight for matters pertaining to his elec 
tnrate. If anything could have been done to 
his schools I am sure that it \voulcl hm·e been 
done years before he became :\finister. He Teal­
ised tlmt it \YOuld be asking an impossibilitv to 
a'sk for repairs to them in the 'var pei·iod 
as first consideration for homes for the people 
\Yas the kcy,vorc1 of the Government. 

The Minister lJas been applauded for his 
statement concerning the Teorganisation of 
his department. I join with him in that 
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matter I hope he Yvill not be guided by the 
,~Hif~'gcstion 1nade from! the Queensland 
People's Part: members that he should go 
•untbide the dqmrtmcnt for his skilled officers. 

vVhat need haYe outsiL1e organisations to 
·encourage officers to leaYe our department if 
as hon. members opposite say, there are better 
men in outside employment~ "\Ve have officers 
·capable of cloing any work any architect in 
·outside service can clo. There is something 
wrong in the department but we just do not 
·know where it is. 

JUr. ItusseU: Are you attacking the 
ex-Minister; 

lUr. TURNER: I am talking a little 
common sense. \V e can safely leave the 
matter in the hands of the Minister to clean 
up. If he adopts the policy he has outlined 
if he gives every officer in the department th~ 
opportunity to express himself and make 
suggestions as to where the department can 
be improved, he will be doing a great job; 
he will be doing justice to each and every 
member of his staff and he will give no-one 
the opportunity to put a dagger in a man's 
back when he is not looking. That is what 
is wanted in all departments of industry. "\Ve 
do not want the practice that operates in 
private enterprise-the backdoor of the 
manager's office is open while someone sneaks 
in to tell him that someone has gone down to 
have a haircut or is making tea, and the 
Bmployee gets his pay on Friday night and is 
told he is not wanted. and if he wants to 
know the reason he is told there is no reason 
~t all. If the Minister conducts his inquiry 
m the way he told the Chamber he would­
and I am sure he will; everybody will have 
the opportunity to express himself-everyone 
w~ll know where he is and the department 
\nl! go on smoothly and give the satisfaction 
that we have been looking for. 

Sometimes I feel that there is a little 
professional jealousy there. On one occasion 
I knew a young architect in that department 
-a brilliant young man with brilliant ideas 
-and be was given a job to do and he took 
a suggestion to his superior officer. He was 
told that it soum1el1 all right and his boss 
said to him, '' Y on may have some brilliant 
ideas but you had better keep your brilliant 
ideas till I am out of this department. I have 
not long to go, but while I am here none of 
your ideas will be implemented.'' Unfortu­
nately that young man left and the officer 
concerned is dead. That attitude was causing 
a considerable amount of dissatisfaction in 
that department, because the young architects 
were eager to express themselves in their 
plans and ideas, but they were unable to do 
it because of this officer who, although a 
splendir1 architect, had staid ideas. He could 
draw beautiful designs, such as the hon. 
member for \Vest Moreton spoke of, but these 
do not provide schools for the children or 
homes for the people. Very massive pillars 
and heavy masonry look beautiful, but it does 
not give comfort to the employee, and that 
should be the aim of the architect-the 
comfort of employees by providing natural 
light and the elimination of shadows and 
abundance of fresh air. That is what modern 

architecture is trying to produce today. 
Unfortunately the older fellows do not see 
the need for it. For instance, modern archi­
tecture adopts a nine-foot ceiling, whereas 
many years ago thev could not go high 
enough. :\[any old homes have 11 ft. 6 in. 
ceilings, but today thc:v are clown to 9 feet. 
They dropped from 11 ft. 6 ins. to 10 ft. 6 ins. 
rmrl moclern architecture has adopted 9 feet. 
Many want to go lower than that; they want 
it rHought down to the tops of the winclows 
because thev contend that there is much dead 
air in the high ceilings, which is not healthy. 

I suppmt the Minister. I hope that he will 
succeed in briDging his department up to the 
standard at which he aims. He has pToved 
here that he himself is efficient and if he 
brings his staff to the same stmtd:ud of 
efficiency as he has set himself he will have 
done a mighty job. 

1Ur. BROWN (Buranda) (4.16 p.m.): 
F'irst of all I congratulate my old friend, 
the Minister, on his recovery from a very 
severe illness. I hope his recovery will be 
lasting and he will be long spared to enjoy 
good health in the department to which he 
has been elevated. 

I would take this opportunity also of con­
gratulating the department on the good wOTk­
manship to l1e seen in joinery and other wOTk 
it turns out. The demand for joinery and 
school furniture was so great that some time 
ago the department decided to call tenders 
for some of it. 1'he result is in favour of 
da:v labour, as shown by the following 
prices:-

Private firm Government 

Oesks and Forms­
Size A 
Size B 
Size C 

tender. vVorkshop. 
£ s. c/. £ s. c/. 

5 15 
5 13 
5 16 

6 
6 
0 

4 1 1 
3 7 11 
3 11 7 

1'\aturall:y the department did not accept the 
tenders, owing to the great difference in 
price, and today the workshops are turning 
out a very good job in that line of equip· 
ment. Of course, the aim of day labour is 
to turn out a good article and private enter­
prise cannot possibly do just as good a job 
at the price. 

I am also nleased to be able to state that 
the output of the Government workshops has 
increased in value dming the last 10 years 
as the following figures show:-

1936-37 £29,668 
1946-47 £53,589 

And what a wonderful job the workshops are 
doing for the people of Queensland! 

There has been much talk during this debate 
of the difficulties besetting schools and school 
grounds. \Ve are suffering to a certain extent 
J)ecause of lack of foresight of our fore­
fathc,·s who when setting aside spaces for 
school grounds did not visualise Queensland 
as a colony that would expand to the degree 
that she has. The Junction Park School in 
my electorate was built approximately 60 
years ago. A new school was built about 
seven or eight :vears ago, but the grounds 
are too small today. 
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Since that time a number of other schools 
hm·e been built in the surrounding area. 1 
refer to the infant school, the girls' school 
and the boys' school at Duramla, with an 
average daily attendance of 1,000. It was 
built in 1918 and referred to then by hon. 
members opposite as Huxham 's ~'oily. The 
fact that it has an average daily ottendancr2 
of 1,000, together with the fact that the 
surrounding schols are fully attcncletl, is proof 
of the foresight shown by the Government of 
the <lay in building the Buranda State School. 
The grounds have been describecl as small 
and barren of grass. With 1,000 children 
running over a small area for five days a \Yeek 
it is only natural that it is impossible ·to 
grow grass. Many school grounds in the 
metropolitan area are barren of grass. 

The Greenslopcs school has nn average 
attendance of 750. Its grounds are very 
small. I am supporting the committee in 
asking that the present buildings be demol­
ished and that a two-storey brick building 
he eroded in its place. Such a building would 
occupy only about one-quarter of the school 
grountls, accommodate all the children likel;· 
to attcJHl, and at the same time give the 
pupils hotter playing facilities. In my opinion 
the sehool will neYer ha \·e a greater m·eragc 
daily attendance thnn /;:JO, but it will alwa,\'S 
be required, and I make the suggestion as 
one mrv of giYing better playing fftcilities to 
the children. I agree also with the hon. 
member for Herbcrt that all future buildings 
shoulil be constrnctecl of brick, concrete, ·or 
some other material that does not deteriorate 
as ra pitlly as tim her. 

T am also pleased to know that a start 
has been made on the new hospital for 
l'louth Brisbane. Some months ago cxc:n·atiou 
awl leYclling work was done in preparntion 
for the foundations on the site now occupied 
lJy the Diamantina or South Brisbane Anxili­
ai'}" HospitaL Although it is a tremendous 
task to undertake at a time when there is a 
shortage of labour, material, nurses, hospital 
equipment, doctors, and so on, it is m·gentl,\' 
needed, and the sooner it is completed the 
hotter. 

I have much pleasure in supporting the vote, 
and I trust that in the near future manv of 
the present obstarles in the \Yay of buiiding 
will be eliminated and that we shall be able 
to go ahead with the Yast building programme 
>>e have in mind. 

lUr. EYANS (Mirani) (4.25 p.m.): The 
Minister suggested that. councils on ocea<ions, 
were forcing people \Yho were subdiYiding 
land to put in roads as good as if not better 
than roads in the locality. The Act is plain 
and says that people who subdivide land shall 
buil-d roads in confonnity with the roads exist­
ing in the loc,ll authority at the time. Tlwt 
is a clefinite responsibility. There are areas 
\YliNe the people lun·e paid for the supply 
of water and electricity and persons holding 
big areas in thnt locality have had the value 
of the-ir properties increased as a result. 
0\Ying to the nnearned increment they receiYe 
on the sale of the land it is necessary .that they 
should build roads in conformity with the 
standard of existing roads. Local authorities 
are bound by the Act an·d my council has 

ahvays insisted that people who subdivide 
should pay to some extent for the unearned 
increment. 

~[r. Power: I am not objecting. 

:ur. EYAKS: I am explaining the posi­
tion that exists. \Vhen people subdivide it is 
the-ir clear responsibility to put some of the 
unearned increment back into facilities. 

The subdivisions referred to by the hon. 
member for 1\funrlingbuna were Crown sub­
dh·isions. When a private person subdivides, 
he must submit plans to the local authority 
for its approval but where the Crown sub­
divides no plans are submitted and when the 
land is sold the Crown gets the unearned 
increment and builds no roads at all. I say 
that the Minister concerned-I am not 
referring to the Secretary for Public \Vorks­
should give consideration to using some of 
that money to help local authorities that have 
to build roads in areas where the unearned 
increment is going to the Crown. 

::\Ir. Power: It gets £3 a £100-3 per 
cent. 

:\Ir. EV A;\;S: Where the value of a 
propel t;· before electric light and a water 
scheme "as put in is, say £5 to £10, that 
Yalue jumps to £100 a quarter acre. I say 
that tl1e Crown should p:q something towards 
the cost of roads put in, instead of expect­
ing the people in the area to pay for those 
Toads. 

~Ir. Power: You have overlooked the 
fact that the Crown gives you a subsidy to 
cany out ceTtain works. 

::lir. EV kNS: It is a special department 
that gets the revenue from the sale of the 
land and I believe that the Department of 
Public Lands should be responsible to a great 
extent for the building of the roads. 

It has been said that local authorities do 
not \Yant high Yaluations. 

::\Ir. Power: It was not said by me. 

1Ur. EVANS: It was said by one hon. 
member. I >Yant to say that it makes no 
diffeTence to local authorities whether valua­
tions are high or low, because you bas~ yom: 
rate on the revenue you need. Eqmty of 
valuations between property and property is 
what councils desire. If your valuation is 
low you have to increase the rate--

J'\Ir. Brown: You can only go to a certain 
rate. 

1Ur. EV ANS: Few shires in Queensland 
are up to the rate mentioned in the Local 
GoveTnment Act and I do not think any local 
autlwritv in Queensland is worrkd about the 
limitati~n. Whether valuations arc high or 
low does not make much difference because 
many local anthoriticR, to facilitate bookkeep­
in"' ·bulk the loan rate with the general rate. 
Tl7e only >my in which a high Yaluation may 
affect propeTty-O>Yners to some extent would 
lle in increased land tax. 

I now come to the subject of town plan­
ning one ~f the most important projects that 
any ' local authority could unde~'take. 1 
suggest to the Minister that he g1ve every 
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encouragement in this direction. I am chair­
m!"n of a shire adjoining the city of Mackay 
wrth North ::\Iackay in the Pioneer shire. 

('Time expired.) 

Hon. ~V- POWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Pubhc Works) (4.31 p.m.): I desire to 
thank the hon. member for Kelvin Grove for 
his_ congratulations on my elevation to Minis­
tenal rank. He made mention of the fact 
that towards the end of the financial year 
many firms refused to supply goods on the 
ground that they would not wOl'k for Mr. 
Chifley. Unfortunately that statement is 
true~many firms in Quecnslan,d and ll 
suppose m other Darts of Australia have 
refused to supply timber at certain times of 
the year. I know that on some occasions 
timber has been actually lying in a yard of 
pnvate traders who have refused to make it 
available to builders who wished to erect 
homes for tl:e. people. The Deputy Leader 
of the Opposrhon suggested that that ·was a 
matter that the Government might take up 
wrth the Commissioner o~ Taxittion but I 
'"~mt io remind him that the State Govern­
ment is no_ longer an income-taxing authority, 
that that rs now the sole prero~ative of the 
C:ommonwealth Government. 'lherefore, if 
there has ~e~n an:y hold-up in building jobs 
the r:,;ponsrbJh,ty !res with private enterprise, 
not wrth the Govcmment. We have endeav­
omed as far ao' possible to meet the requi ~e­
ments of the people and of honourable mem­
bers on Yoth sides of the Chamber on their 
behalf. At the present time we have a 
nnml· er of offieers from the Department CJf 
Public ·works and the State Housing Com­
mrsslon operatmg throughout Queensland 
endeavouring to secure timber from a num­
ber of ~ou_rces EO that our public-works and 
home-bmldmg programmes may be carried 
out and we are meeting with o'ome success. 
W c also have some specialised officers from 
the department visiting various tradespeople 
in the metropolis and other parts of the 
State ~nd.eavonring to obtain appurtenances 
for bmldmgs, sueh as baths, sinks, and 
stoHs, and the hke. It has been said that 
the Department of Public Works and the 
S~ate _H?using Co_mmission have a big stocK 
of bmldmg supplies that outside contractors 
urgently need to complete the construction 
of homes.. I want to deny that statement 
and to pomt out that the department is in no 
better position than any private builder. 

']'he hon. member for Buranda referred to 
the departme~t 's Ipswich road joinery shop, 
a valuable adJunct to the department and one 
that b· playing a very important part today 
in helping to relieve building shortages. 
Recently l was able to pla'ce an order with 
that shop for £8,000 on behalf of the State 
Housing Commission. Private enterprise was 
unable to supply all our joinery requirements 
but our Ipswich road workshop came to the 
rescue- and it has been able to supply 
material to the State Housing Commission 
and in addition desks for schools and manv 
other things that we could not get from out­
side sources. Ho1vever, I want to add that 
p_riYate enterprise has been very helpful, par­
ticularly to the Department of Public Works 
and the State Housing Commission. 

An excellent suggestion came from the hon. 
member for Buranda. I will not make him 
any promise that the Greenslopes State School 
will be demolished and a new one erected in 
the near future. I can assure him, however. 
that any request from the Department of 
Public Instruction for the construction of a 
new school at Greenslopes will receive favour­
able consideration. The hon. member made 
a constructive suggestion in relation to that 
school's playground, and one that can be 
applied to schools generally. Its ground area 
is not large enough for present requirements, 
ancl he suggested that any new school shoulcl 
lle of bvo or more floors in onler to conserve 
thP recreation area for the children. In the 
past, s~hools have been erected in many parts 
of the State without regard to the grmvth of 
nopulation, and today it is impossible to 
obtain new sites. Seventy-five or eighty years 
ago schools 1vere built right alongside rail­
"·ays anrl tramlines. It is very difficult for 
the teachers to impart knowledge in those 
schools. as the attention of nunils is often 
distrnctccl by the noise. It is impossible to 
embark upon any policy of resumption, as 
sites are not available, and I will not agree 
to any policy of resumption involving the 
homes of the people, which would force them 
into temporary accommodation. 

There is a solution of the problem, and an 
~1pprouch has !Jeen made to the Department 
of Pu hlic Instruction in the matter. It is 
that girls' and boys' schools should be mergml 
and one school built along the lines of the 
suggestion of the hon. member for ="un<.lah. 
Some objections have been made to the merg­
ing of these schools. One objection is tlic 
outcome of the jealousy that does operate 
in Gm·crmnent departments. 'rhere are those 
who do not like mixed schools. ·when it 
comes to the question of imparting education 
to our young, all such objections must be 
s11·ept aside. Petty jealousies must not be 
allowe-d to conflict with Government policy. 
'l'he suggestion made by the hon. member is 
an exccllc>nt one, and will receive serious 
consideration by my department in the erec­
tion of new schools. If we have the neces­
sary grouml area it will not be necessary to 
erect two- or three-storey school buildinqs, 
but if the ground is not available we must 
build according to the position that confronts 
us. 

1Ur. H. n. Taylor: There will be criticism 
of the fnct that children will be called on 
to climb stairs constantly. 

JUr. POWER: That is so, but there is 
no reason whv lifts shoulcl not be installed in 
such schools. ·Anyhow, there is nothing wrong 
with a young child's running up anrl down 
steps. It is good exercise and physical train­
ing. There may be a child who is not strong 
enough to walk up stairs or a child may suffer 
from a little deformity or heart affliction and 
clue consideration must be given to them. 
There is no reason, however, why three-storey 
schools should not be constructed with lifts, 
in order that a bigger playground shall be 
a;-ailable for the pupils. That is one factor 
"-hich will receh·c consideration in requests 
for the erection of new schools. 
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J\Ir. RusseU: You will have to have 
attendants continually on duty on the lifts. 

JUr. POWER: The Government will 
carry out ai1y provision of the award in that 
respect. 

I heartily agree with the hon. member for 
Mirani as to the subdivision of property. 
Land-owners who subdivide their property are 
compelled to pay local authorities a certain 
amount for road construction. 

JUr. EYans: I understood you to say 
1 hey were charged too much. 

}Ir. POWER: I did say some local 
authorities were asking· the Jand·O\vneTs to 
put in roads that were of a much better class 
than those put in by the council in contiguous 
aTeas. Provision has been made to grant 
these mvners some protection in the form of 
an appeal against any decision of the local 
authority. 

lUr. Evans: It is contrary to the Act, 
too. 

JUr. POWER: It is contrary to the Act, 
but sonre local auHwrities have done it. It 
\Vas done in Brisbane and in another local 
authority "·hose name I cannot recollect for 
the time being. Provision is made for the 
right of appeal. We took the necessa'l"Y action 
and someone was appointed to deal \Yith the 
question. In one case the condition was 
modified, the Surveyor-General being the 
person who finally determined the appeal. It 
is neceSS[ll"Y that you shall have a qualified 
man, and I do not think that you could get 
a better man than the Surveyor-Geneml. I 
ngree that those people whose propert·ies are 
to he subdivided should pay something for 
the subdivision, hut I cannot agree with the 
hon. member when he denls \Yith the question 
of transfer. This might he outside the scope 
of the debate, ]Jut with :vour approval :Mr. 
l\Iann, I shonlcl like to 'reply to the hon. mem­
ber. Crown lands are subdivided and sold on 
a leasehold basis and the rental is £3 in the 
£100. Surely the hon. member is not going 
to ask ns to give the £3 to the local authori­
ties as some eonb"ibution towards the sub· 
division of the _llToperty ~ It is no use asking 
the Crown to bear the whole cost. The Crown 
has been ve'ry generous-and it should be; I 
have the greatest respect for the local authori­
ties, whose work I think is of major impor­
tanee-and the Govennnent have a system 
of su hsiclies. 

B"ut there should be some r~eiprocitv from 
the local authorities in subdivisions for the 
purpose of ereeting homes. The local 
authority receives a benefit as a result of the 
sn1H1h·ision of Crown lands. Crown lands are 
suhjeet to service. rates but t·hey are not sub· 
jed to mting. Once the land has heen leased 
(YJ' sold it becomes liable not onlY to seTVice 
rates but to genmal rates also, which are levied 
ou a freehold basis and the local autho•rih­
.gets ext·ra revenue as a result. \V e do not 
resh·ict the local authority's right to levy 
rates on it. I think the local authority 
should at least give some consideration to this 
matter ancl not try to sqnecze the last ounce 

ont or the Gon'rument, because the Govern· 
ment hm·e been Tather generous in their 
ascistanee to local authorities \Yhich have done 
" very good job. 

Coming to the fiual matter raised by the 
hon. membc•r, I agTee that tmvn planning is 
of major importanc·e. If the old local 
authorities throughout Queensland had only 
had a better iclea of town planning years ago 
\VC should not be finding onrsehes in the state 
or chaos in which we are finding ourselves 
today. ~\s a Tesnlt of the to\Yn-planning P'ropo­
oals of local authorities, we find that the 
J;eoplc \Yill ha\·e to find a gTeat ileal of money 
for JT':umptions. 

:iUr. EYans: The longer you leave it the 
more it will be. 

JUr. POWER: I quite agree. We must 
pay some attention to the matter. 'vVe have 
the spectacle in the heart of this city of bottle 
yan1s adjacent to excellent homes, heavy 
industries iu the one area and homes built 
Tounc1 them. \Ve ha,·e continua] complaints 
from owners and tenants that people are 
\YOrking all hours of the day and night, to 
the annoyance of the occupants of the houses. 
'Town planning should be undertaken by the 
local a uthol"ities. I ran assure the hon. mem­
ber tlwt I am intoe1·ested in the work of local 
authorities :md if there is anything I can do 
to fnrthcr their work I shall be happy to do 
it. 

Jir. EYans: Expedition of the approval 
of plans is important. 

JUr. POW.ER: The local authority may 
approve of the plan but the ratepayers have 
some right's. 

JUr. E1·ans: I know. 

1'fr. POWER: If the rat8payers submit 
a petitiou to the GoYernment the matter is 
first of all dealt with by the local authority, 
which dismisses the matter willy nilly because 
somebor1y opposes the plan. The matter then 
comes to the Director of Local Government 
for determination. The Minister cannot 
decide these matters; he must be guided by 
the technical ach·ice of someone with full 
knowledge of what is required. In any 
decision I make in any matter, I can assure 
the hon. member that I shall be well fortified 
by the recommendations of a qualified officer. 
Where there is a request for a poll, it is the 
dut;· of the Government to see that the poll 
is helr1, anr1 that the people have the right 
to express their views in the matter. As we 
know, a number of people me always opposecl 
to town planning, because they realise that 
perhaps a few more shillings will be charged 
to them eaeh year in rates. All these objec­
tions must be swept away anc1 the right of 
t.he majority of people must be preserved. 
The right of the majority must be considered 
nt all times in tmYn planning and the develop­
ment of this nation along the lines on which 
a untion should be developed. 

}fr. rLA RK (Fitzroy) ( 4.47 p.m.J : I 
rongratulnte the :;y,finister on being elevated 
to the position of Secretary for l'ublic ·work~. 
If the hon. gentleman continues to show the 
energy he has shown in this Chamber during 
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tlHl discussions of the Estimates of his depart­
ment we shall see something big clone within 
the next few years. 

The Department of Public 'Works is only a 
constructing authority; it has to get the 
right-of-way from other departments before 
it can proceed with the building. In my 
electorate many school buildings need atten­
tion, but I would point out that during the 
past three years some of the schools have been 
attended to, additions have been made to 
some, and others have been repaired. 

I have noticed that as soon as the depart­
ment erects an addition to a school it is no 
time before the building is overcrowded again. 
I have had that experience on two occasions 
within m.Y electorate within the last few 
years. I know also that schools built nearer 
to cities are becoming useless because the 
children round those schools have grown to 
adults and are shifting into the outer areas 
of the cities and towns. 

I believe that in spite of all criticism this 
department has been doing a good job. We 
all realise that man-Dower and materials have 
been short, anfl are 'still short. That is one 
of the greatest obstacles to be overcome by 
the department, hut as time goes on and man­
power and materials become available I think 
''"e shall see a great alteration in the doings 
of this department. 

The Department of Local Goyernment 
within the Department of Public ·w arks has 
been doing a good job. The Mt. Morgan 
district in my electorate is consiclerecl a Ycry 
dry area. Although Mt. Morgan has been on 
the map for GO-odd years, it was not until 
rec0ntly that a water scheme could be pro­
dded for the town, bnt I am now happy to be 
able to say that within the last 12 months or 
so, with the assistance of the Department of 
Locnl Gm-ernment, the local authority of Mt. 
::VIorgan and the Mt. M01·gan Golcl Mining 
Company, ::m unt1crgrounc1 supply has been 
<lisco\·cred. This will be greatly appreciated 
hy the people of Mt. Morgan, not only the 
people there but the company too will be 
happy in ha,·ing the extra supply to draw on 
in dry seasons. 

I haYe not heard many hon. members refer 
to the department's policy of training appren­
tices. It is doing great \I"Ork in this direc­
tion. It is employing· apprentices and making 
good hatlcsmen of them. I suggest that one 
of the greatest works we can do at the 
mon:ent is train men for the occupations in 
which skilled tradesmen arc urgently ncellell. 
oU the moment the department is employing 
114 carpenters, 28 plumbers, 23 electricians, 
17 painters, 1G plasterers, 14 bricklayers and 
2 polichers and it is pleasing to see th:1t 
apprentices are being tminecl fm eac·h of 
1lwsc eallings. Such a policy will go a long 
'"ny to1Yarcb o,·ereoming the present mlm­
J•O>Yer shortage. At times the department 
has e,-cn gone so fflr as to employ the 
llpprentices 'd10m private employcTs cannot 
cceupy on full time. This is a grand· gcsiure 
on the part of the tlcpaTtment for it enables 
the;,e lads to get through their period of 
training. 

Under the post-war reconstruction and 
training scheme the departmen.t is employing 
75 trainees. These men are domg good work, 
according to the department's repoTt, and 
they arc all interested in their jobs. I suggest 
that it would be a goocl thing if the railways 
and other labouT-employing depaTtments 
employed more of these post-war trainees. 
In Rockhampton, where we have a number 
of these men looking for work, I have endea­
Yourcd to persuade the Railway Department 
to give them employment and I suggest that 
it ,.:oulcl be better if these men were employed 
lJy one department or the other. 

The otheT clay the hon. member for Logan 
questioned whether £125,000 would be needed 
for the erection of the homes of the aged 
and infinn at Rockhampton. Let me inform 
the hon. member that this is a big project. 
AlrcadT a number of cottages have been 
~rectcd" nnd we have still to build the hospital 
and administratiYe blocks. I Temind him also 
that before the department could proceed 
,\·ith the work part of the old Rockhampton 
gaol had to be demolished, and this took some 
time. Let me assure the hon. member also 
tliat when the project is finished it will be 
greatly appreciated by the o!d people. 'fhe 
c·ottngcs that have been bmlt already are 
equipped ,vith all modern amenities ~nd I am 
eonfident that the olrl people occupymg them 
will be extremely happy at having sucl: pl!lces 
in 'Yhich to spend the last days of thou hYcs. 

The State Housing Commission is doing a 
Ycry good job. I know that some hon. mem­
bers opposite have had complaints to make 
about homes built by the commission lJut I 
'nmt to say that in ·my opinion homes being 
huilt bv the commission in Queensland com­
pare yery favomably with those built by 
private enterurise-somc m;c better. f ha:·e 
seen a lot of the homes bmlt by the conmns­
sion and I haYe seen some built by private 
enterprise, and if I had my pick I wou_hl_ pic,Jc 
the home built under the comnnssJon s 
scheme. 

Whilst we have not got many homos built 
hy the commission in the Central DistJ·id the 
people Jiying in them arc satisfied. 'TlH•re is, 
howeYcr, only one complaint I have t? make 
and that is that up to the present tune no 
snch houses haYe been built in I'.It. J'.'fnrgnn. 
T should lil"1 to sec one or two OT eYen half a 
dozen lmilt in J\It. Morgan. so that tl:e people 
theTe »·onld ha ye some idea of ,,.]l,, t the 
GoYernment aTe doing for those in need of 
homes. 

PH\ (\Vindsor) ( 4.56 p.m.): I have 
only a few minutes nt nw disposal but I want 
to lning· l1efore the Minister's notiec matters 
in relation to the Breakfast Creek State 
School ancl some of the statements macle. 
\Yith Your pf'rr_liss-ion, 1fr. DevTiC's, T shoulcl 
like to ronfi this lcttrr from the Br0:<kfast 
Creek Rbtc School committcc-

"Thc committee of the ahon s·'L'J:ll lws 
instruetcd n1c to ·write nnd gin~ ynt: full 
p:1rtie 11l<1TS roncernin.~· the pl'operty :ld.·i~~cent 
hl the school grom11b. In '\fanh, 1 P~G, I 
wrote to the };clucation Dep;n·tn: :1t s11b­
mitti11g the ownn 's price for hHJ 

rottDgcs and land to cnl:1rgc tl! 
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grounds. The price asked for >ms £650. 
On 19 March, 1936, I received a letter 
from the department informing me that 
the Lands Department had been requested 
to furnish a valuation of the property. On 
the 26th October, 1937, I received a letter 
through Mr. H. Williams, M.L.A. for 
Windsor from Mr. F. Coope1·, Minister for 
Education, informi:ng him (Mr. Willimns) 
that the department could not see their way 
clear to purchase the property on account 
of other urgent building requirements. 

'''rho school committee then decided to 
purchase the property-namely, one (1) 
cottage and land. The committee instructed 
me to inteniew the owner, Mr. Doylc. Mr. 
Doylc told me he was prepared to sell the 
cottage adjacent to the school grounds for 
£400 on the following terms-£50 deposit 
and £,:; per month at 5 per cent. interest. 

''At a special meeting of the committee 
I was instructed to purchase the prop<~l ty 
on the above terms. The follo>ving ~nu, 
tees were elected-G. B. Mellifont, :F. Olh er 
and the head teacher, J\'Ir. R. Brown. 

''Mr. Do~· le nllowecl me £~0 commis~ion, 
he said he would ha ye to pay an ag,·nt th:o :·, 
amount. I told him to dcdnet ';lu J:20 off 
the £400, leaving the price of the !Jl'<llH'rt.r 
at £380. 

"I informed Mr. H. '\Villimns, ;.r.L.A., 
what the committee had tlon0 in rc~nn1 to 
the purchasing of the propcrt:· anr1 l'e snid 
he would sec what he could r1o :1 \J,)ljt the 
department taking over the propcn,v. ~011:,' 
time later Mr. \Villiams, J\I. L.A. re<·t>iwt'! 
"IYOTcl from the department to the effect 
thnt if the committee paid i2WO off the 
£3SO the department would pnY th•) b:tl:mcc. 
'rhe committee p~id tlw £100 on the undcr­
stnnding from ::\fr. \Yilliams, iVLL.i\. for 
Windsor (since ckceased) that the pro­
peTty >vonld be under the control of the 
trustees of the school committee. 

"In December, 1942, I recci>·ccl a letter 
from the department asking fOT payment 
of outstanding interest (£4;) 7s. J lc1.) up to 
the :lOth December, ]942, plus an increase 
of 9d. per clay thereafter and that in future 
nll mone;·s receiYerl as rental of the pro­
perty arc to be vaid to the accountant of 
Public Instruction (the cottage being 
rented at 17s. per week). 

''On 13th .Tnnnary, 1943, the wm of 
£45 J Os. wns p::ticl to the department. 

"In July, Hl43, I recci,·cc1 a letter from 
the department, nsking for the p:.;·mcnt of 
£22 7s. 2d., heing on rates ont~t:<nrling. 
On the Gth of the 4th, 1943, £7 1/s. Gd. ''as 
pnid to the department-rental from t: e 
cottage.'' 

At. 4.59 p.m., 

'l'l1c CHAIRMAN resumed the chn:r. 

?l[r. PIE 
''The property has cost the committee 

£1 fl'l Hs. 8d. It was the intention of t'Je 
committee to build a swimmin!:; pool on 
th" vroperty. The eommittee am of the 
onin'on tlwt tlwr hnye not been treated fair 
h~- the clcpartnient in regc rrl to til2 pro­
perty. 

'' Jl'irst of all they refused to huv and 
when the committee bought they tal~e the 
property off them. All we, the committee,, 
ask for is that the property be handC'<1 back 
to them. 

''The department has collected a hout 
£200 in rent from the propeTty and with 
the £195 that it cost the committee the 
clepaTtmcnt will lose nothing by handing it 
over so as it can be put to some us0 by the 
children and give the sc-hool committee 
theiT long felt want in building a memorial 
swimming pool in honour of the past pupils 
of the school who ha< e paid the supreme 
sacTifice. 

"(So·c1.) G. B. Mellifont, 
" ''Chairman and Senet;ny, 

''School Conlm::.Li._'.'J 

The letter is elated 4 October, 1947, anrl I 
bring it before the notice of the Minister to 
indicate >rlmt this little school comnnttee 
has done, so that the Minister may be aware 
of it and reply to it later, not at once, if 
he wishes to do so. 

'l'hesc poorer people in the Breakfast C~·~ek 
area ue~irc to give this extn1 school taClhty 
to the poorer children in the area, who have 
lJeen ncglecterl. It is useless to say that money 
is not being spent on schools, !Jccausc I 
haYc here pictures showing the schools that 
are being erecter] throughout the State and 
I know that last year the sum of £105,141 
was spent on schools. My point is that it 
is not being spent on the schools in the 
poorer areas, and I now have in mind Break­
fast Creek ancl }'ortitude Valley, where unfor­
tnnateiv there are some poor people. They 
arc bei'ng neglected on every hand and we 
haYe the Government taking £19/l from the 
school eonnnittee at Breakfast Crock. Go 
<lown to these school-rooms and you "·ill see 
tlwt theY are unlined aml dirty anrl not fit 
for ehilrircn to be educaterl in. I ltan' seen 
some of them anrl I appeal to the ~linister 
in all fairness to mal<e an investigation of 
the Breakfast Creek State School, when he 
will sec that >Yhat I say is conect. JJo .''On 
know that the committee spent £500 in tilling 
in this ground, and that was done bcfcn:c the 
l'resent Minister assumed control of the 
department 'I I have the correspondence on 
it.~ reams of it. 'l'he matter was brought 
before the Minister of the department, 

(Time expired.) 

(Baroona-Secretary 
( 5.2 p.m.) : 'l'hc' hon. 

member for Ji'itzroy referred to the number 
of extensions that have been macle to ym·ious 
schools in his electorate, and he went on to 
say that ns soon ns the extensions >Ycre com­
pleted the schools hecarr;e so ovcrcrOi:cletl 
a O'ain that furtlwr cxtens10ns were reqnned. 
{'only wish that other parts of Qnecns-
lanrl 'wonl<l inerl'nse population in that 
w:1 ,-, anrl I can assure the hon. member that 
if his electorate continues with this good ·,.·ork 
then I, as Minister in charg~ of this •le_'l_~rt­
mcnt, will eJHL< 1"1'0111' to ass1st b~- pronrimg 
the a~J~1itional Hchoo1ing accon1n1oclation IH:'ces­
~;~1_1''/ to n1cct the needs of the incrc:tsing 
population. 
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The hon. member referred also to the water 
gcheme for Mount Morgan. It is very import­
ant that there should be a water supply for 
every town, where that is possible. The local 
authority has <lone something in this direc­
tion. In some instances a number of local 
authorities have banded together to form a 
joint water board. I am glad that the wishes 
of the hon. member for Fitzroy have been 
met in this connection. 

Reference has been macle to the number of 
apprentices employetl by the department, anu 
J should like to explain that because of the 
shortage of materials the department is 
seriously handicapped in carrying out its full 
building programme. Howeycr, we have 
engaged our full quota of apprentice~ in all 
phases of industry, and we do not intend to 
relax that policy, because these young boys 
will be required to carry out the extensive 
building programme that >vill have to be 
undertaken in this State in the years to come. 
In ~ddition, we have absorbed 75 adults who 
seiTet! their country during the war and ~re 
now going through a rehabilitation course of 
training. 

In the first year of the training the Com­
monwealth Government contribute 60 per cent. 
of their wages and the department 40 per 
cent. A number of private employers also 
are training a number of returned men for 
the building trades. These workmen have 
done excellent work in the denartment. \Ve 
m·e prepared to employ them to the maximum 
numher allowed in the agreement. 

::llr. Kerr: A number are still being 
tr~ined. 

)fr. POWER: That is so. Despite the 
fatt that quite a number of returned men 
are being trained in the building trades 
throughout the length ~nd breaclth of Queens­
land. it has been impossible for industry to 
absorb them all, because of the shortage of 
matenal-not so much the shortage of timber 
as the shortage of roofing material. I should 
like the matter to be investigated so that 
a large number of men could be trained under 
this seheme and absorbed into industry at 
fnll journeyman's rates as soon as their train­
ing m:ts completed. These young men fought 
for their countTy and they are entitled to 
what can be clone for them in this respect. 

I 'nmt to come back to the matter raised 
J,,- the hon. member for ·windsor in regard 
to the Breakfast Creek State School and the 
ktL•r he rea!l from JVIr. Mellifont. Mr. Melli­
font maY haYe his mn1 vie>Ys of the matter. 
T 'an oi1ly giye the position ns it has been 
outlinecl to me by the departmental officers. 
I cannot suggest that such an excellent gentle­
mm! Wl the l'nder Serretarv for Public \Yorks, 
:'\Ir. Lyons, would ~ttempt <to deliberately mis­
l< ci<i me hv telling me a lie. Mr. T~:vons' 
rPJ>ntation is such that he wonl<l exert P'\'C'rY 
effort to preserve it. He would not, there­
fore. uncler any ciTCnmstanccs trv to misleacl 
J1;e ::\1inister in an attempt to bolster up 
~lllnethiug his Llcpnrtment h~s done. 

In 1 fl40 tbe school eommittee nnnroach0d 
the tlepartmcnt to take o,·er its liability. The 
n•c;uc·st c'lme from tlw school committee 

despite what Mr. 11ellifont says. The pur­
chasr> nrice of the land was £380 and the 
committee had paid £100 off the purchase 
price. It was approved that the department 
take over the liability conditionally on the 
title of the land being transferred to the 
Crown. Is it not right that land bought by 
the school committee should, when the liabil­
itY on it is taken over from the committee 
b~ the Crown, have its title transferred to 
the Crown ° '\V hen I say ''the Crown'' I do 
not refer to mvself or the 1Jm1er Secretary. 
It is the people, who arc the trustees. Is 
it not rig-ht and proper for the department 
to m·otect its interests! That is what was 
done. 

Let us have a look at the suggestion that 
we made the committee pay rates until the 
title was transferred. 

~fr. Pie: The committee paid £45 in rates 
on 7 January, 1943. 

lUr. POWER: That is a long way back. 
The hon. member for Windsor is trying to 
make some political capital out of this matter. 
The members of the Queenslancl People's 
Party would use anything for political pm­
poses in order to score a point against the 
Go,-erument. I am not going to allow the 
hon. member for \Vinclsor to make it appear 
to the public that I >ms mislecl by the Uncler 
Secretary by being given information that >Yas 
not true. I am only concerne<l with the 
infOTmation supplied by m:-' adviser, whose 
integrity cannot be questioned. 

I~et me analyse where this money came from 
in the first place. The committee obtained it 
as the result of the Crown's allmving its 
members to open the gates of the school 
in onler to park motor curs while their owners 
attended the raecs. 

~'Ir. Pie: The Committee provided people 
to do th~t. 

)Jr. POWER: The hon. member for 
Win(lsor. seeing that he is in a jam, is nmY 
wriggling like- a snake to get out of it. 
ff it had not !wen for the action of the 
Crown in a!lm,-ing the school grounds to be 
ma<le available for the parking of cars the 
school committee woul<l nc,·er have been alJle 
to raise the money. 

JUr. Wan stall: It had no money. 

~Ir. POWER: How does the hon. member 
!mow that? Let him stick to 'roowong: 
liP kno\\S nothing ahont Breakfast Creek. The 
hon. member is tr:ving to make political 
capital out of this matter. 

'fha t moneY was Taised as a result of the 
action of th~ Grown in allowing the school 
grounds to be opened for that- purpose. I 
am not prepared to accept the letter sent by 
l\fr. l\Tellifont. nnd I mu not prepared to 
accept what the committee said, because we 
haw the infornwtion sn]'plie·'l by the Under 
Seeretar:--, "-hose >Yard T am prepared to take. 

lUr. Pie interjected. 

JUr. POWER: The hon. member for 
'Windsor makes a lot of noise in this Chamber. 
:For a number of years he has made a lot of 
noise, ancl made statements that are not true. 
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He has made more personal explanations than 
any three members pnt together. The hon. 
member has no chance of ruffling me. I am 
now going to show where he has made state­
ments that indicate that he does not know 
what he is talking about. 

Let me deal with the question of expendi­
ture lJy the Go,·ernment. The hon. member 
refcncd to the amount of money expended 
in connection with the schools. I dealt with 
that on Thurs·~lay last, and I am not going 
to go ove1• that ground again. I fully 
explained at the time the number of schools 
that had been built and repaired, awl the 
nmuher of school teachers' residences that 
hnd been built and repaired. I now propose 
to show some of the expenditure that has 
been incuned by the Government during the 
last 10 years on public buildings. For the 
purposes of comparison, I will tnke the period 
when the State of Queensland was controlled 
by an anti-labour Gon~rnment-the Moore 
dovernment. The amounts expended on public 
lmilclings under the l\1oore regime were:-

Year £ 
1929-30 :;48,672 
1930 31 207,102 
1931-32 215,047 

Included in those figures is a large amount 
of money taken from the Unemployment Relief 
Fund. 

Let us make a comparison with the years 
during the lifetime of the La hour Government, 
and sec what this GO\·ernment have clone in 
regard to expenditure on public buildings. We 
heard a good -deal about dilapidated public 
buildings and it was said that no attention 
was paid to them and they were in a poor 
state of repair. It is just as well to let the 
general public know what we have expended 
on public building~. The figures are as 
follows:-

Year £ s. r7. 
1937-38 447,387 18 0 
1938-39 426,294 10 11 
] 939-40 433,351 19 G 
1940-41 450,653 7 9 
1941-42 302,370 2 10 

There is a drop then because it is dming 
the war period. 

Year £ s. a. 
1942-43 123,598 6 9 
1943-44 170,437 12 11 
1944-45 333,716 15 3 
1945-46 409,413, 5 9 
1946-47 629,987 4 8 

Last year, despite the fact that we have hear-d 
so much about neglect of public buildings 
and nothing being done, the amount expended 
was £629,987 4s. 8d.; inclusive of expenditure 
by other departments it amounts to £800,000. 
There is the lie direct to the statement that 
the Government have neglected Government 
buildings. The evidence is there, and I have 
giYen those figmcs so as to refute the state­
ments made by certain members of the 
Opposition that the Government are not 
preserving their assets and they arc allowing 
them to -deteriorate. 

~Ir. CROWLEY (Cairns) (5.15 p.m.): I 
mn8t- congratulate the Minister on his trans­
fer from the hack benches to the front 
benches. 

JUr. Sparkes: He is the best battler you 
have got. 

::\Ir. CROWLEY: That is so, and I hope 
the Opposition appre~iate the way he answers 
!heir requests immediately and his replies to 
their r·ritir·isms. It is something new for the 
Opposition to get replies so quickly, and at 
times they are not pleasant. 

I also congratulate the Department of 
Public '\VOl'b fm the work clone in North 
Queensland in the past. Much criticism of 
tlw department has been levelled against the 
Cairns division under the control of Mr. 
TolclJer, but I would point out that he has 
r·anied out a P"reat :job. \Ye have had some 
important lmilclings erected there by day 
labour; for inst·ance the high school, at a 
cost of £30,000-odd is a credit to the depart­
ment. In addition we have the Government 
nfficps in Cai Tlls, erected also at n cost of 
£30,000-odd, and there are otheT jobs on the 
Tableland ancl as far south as Ingham that 
n·c·e \Yorthv of any Goyernment. [ congratu­
late the department also on the houses built 
bv the Housing C01wnission in Cairns. The 
tenants inform me that they are much 
superior to homes they rented. from private 
entcrprisP. 

iUr. Suarkes: What is this you are talk­
ing alJont now~ 

The CHAIR3IAN: Order! I ask the 
hon. member t·o link up anything he has to 
sav about housinl! with the Department of 
Pulllir \VoTks. 'The Housing Connni,sion 
eomes under n scparntc yotc, under Trust 
Fnncls, nnd not nndcr this vote. 

:\Ir. CROWI,EY: Mighty good houses 
:ue huilt for officials hv the Denrutment of 
Pnhlir \Vorlcs. Some of the tena~nts 1vorking 
for the department haYe told me they are 
mneh superior to anv of the houses they had 
pn•viously rented about the district. 

l\Tnd1 criticism has been levelled at the 
amonnt of \YOrk carried out in country dis­
tricts. I cannot criticise t-he Government for 
\V hat thcv ha Ye done in the North; consider­
ing tlw time, \Ye have had very fair treat­
ment. \Ve have permission to go aheaa with 
the Tullv schenH: nt a cost of ove-r £1,000,000 
:mrl the~ Cnirns-Mule:mve water seheme at a 
eost of owr £300.000. A uthorih' hns been 
given for the expenditure of £1 00,000-ocld in 
Cairns this vear on streets and ch·ains and we 
hnve a se\v~rage scheme in progress to cost 
£:)00.000. This gives the lie direct to any 
per,on who rriticises th0 Gm·ernment for 
lack of assistance to local authorities. Of 
eom·sp, if n loen] anthorit,1' is not progressive 
it ('"lllnot expect to have wo'rk caniec1 out, but 
if it is prepared to go ahead naturally it will 
r-et the support of t:hc Government. Thes.e 
fiq:mes g·h·c the lie to members of the OppOSl­
tion who have stated th,.t the GoveTnment 
nre not sympnthetic with the North. 

I must congmtnlate the Minister and the 
Government on the woTk that is being carried 
out. 
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Jir •• lESSON (Kennedy) (5.19 p.m.): I 
:il-" oil L'r my congratulations to the Minister 
"'- ti)']JOintmcnt, I think he has shown 
qui'"· '''"''rly on his kllldling of the E8timates 
c,, hi-; department in the last few clays that 
l1e h s a thorongh grip of his portfolio. I 
le!ien· tk:t mndt ; ood will come to this State 
fFm his energy 1vhile he holds this office. 

f wish to bring l1cfore the Minister the 
need fol' g·iving serious consideration to an 
amendment of the Local Government Act, 
whieh provides that land cannot be subdivided 
1mtil roads and channelling arc put through 
it. That regulation is having a detrimental 
effect on the building of homes for the 
wmkeTs. There is considerable land in the 
metropolitan aTea and closely adjacent to 
Brisbane, Townsville and other to1vns in this 
State that could be used for home-building. 

The owners cannot bear the burden of 
building roads through their Llocks. I remind 
hononrablc members that one of the concli­
tions laid down is that a certain amount shall 
lie s: •e11t on these roacls. This has a retarding 
effe(-t on the building programmes of both the 
{iovcrBmcnt and private enterprise. 

r shoulcl like to trace the histon of this 
pro1·isio1L Many years ago big lmicl agents 
like T. :\f. Durko and others would buy up 
itrcat l.Jloeks of l::tncl, draw blue prints and 
then send their salesmen north, south, oast 
:nul woc.t throughout the State selling laml 
from the map to people 1vho were desirous of 
o,,·uing blocks in Driohano. No roads or 
:woess of any kind was ever provided and the 
t1on'1'1llllCnt found it necessary to introduce 
legislation to put a stop to this racket. To 
my mind the day when big companies can sell 
land under these conditions has passed and I 
feel that it might be possible to review this 
provision. I know of an area of land in 
the Toowong electorate admirably suitable 
for subdivision into building sites but the 
owner cannot sell the land not because the 
price is high-it is rcason~ble-but because 
the cost of constructing the roads would be 
three or four times greater than the value of 
the land. As one way over the difficulty I 
suggest that the Government or the local 
auth?rity might consider constructing the 
roqmrccl roads after plans have been 
sul.Jmitted to the City Architect or Director of 
Lotal Go1ernment and the cost of the work 
could be a charge against the estate. ·when 
the blocks are sold, or after the buildings 
have been erected provision shoulcl be made 
whereby the vendor and the purchaser contri­
bute towards the cost. on a 50-50 basis. 
Architects and builders have asked me to 
bring this matter before the Government and 
I believe it is 1vorthy of consideration. 

1 mn astounded at the stone-walling tactics 
aLlopted today by the Opposition. They have 
been ta!king all roun;l the clock all day. I 
am anxrous to deal wrth other Estimates bnt 
I am being deprived of that opportunity by 
the stone-walling of the Opposition. It seems 
t? me that they are adopting these tactics 
stmply because the hon. member for Cooroora 
hiL the headlines in the ''Telegraph'' with 
a photograph of the shelter shed at 
Tc1Y:mtin. He stated early in the debate that 

our schools were falling down, and that our 
pnblic buildings were in a deplorable concli­
tion, and he gets publicity. Now, the 
Country Party and the Queensland People's 
l 'arty are flogging their joss, as it were, 
because they believe that it will be detri­
mental to the GoYcnunent. 

The other day in this Chamber when we 
were speaking about the efficiency of a depart­
ment of the Government, the Public Cmator 
-one of the Government instrumentalities 
doing a very good job for the Statc-hon. 
membeTs opposite moved a reduction in the 
vote. 

JUr. RusseH: 'What Estimates do you 
want to get to~ 

::ur. H:SSON: I will tell the hon. mem­
ber priy-atcl)". 'l'hey moved a reduction in the 
vote and prolonged the debate another four 
or fiYe hours-a smt of a lmsman 's holiday. I 
am rather IYonied to think that tltcv have 
gone on with this historic stonewalling'" tod~y. 
'iVe might haYe got onto a diseussion of the 
DepaTtmcnt of Health and Home Affairs and 
the Raihva;· Estimates, :-md hon. members on 
this side of the Chamber have been dcpTived 
of this opportunity. I add my pTotcst at 
their actions. 

I should like to ask the Minister when the 
people of my electorate can expect some 
improvement in our public buildings. I :1111 

referring to the police station, the court 
house, and the single policemen's qum·ters at 
Ingham. As a matter of fact the programme 
was 1vorked out for these lmildinQs some 
years ago, and the rebuilding plnn was forn111-
hltecl in the Department of Publie ·works. 
Unfortunately the war came along, and some 
misinformed person looked upon my electorate 
as being the nerve centre of North Queensland 
and public works of all kinds were pushed 
into the background. I know that the war 
has been over some two vears and I under­
stand the difficulties in the way, but I am 
asking the Minister to give serious considera­
tion to changing the policy and getting on 
with these works. 

.i\Ir. Russell: Working the parish pump? 

}fr. lF,SSON: I did not have my piece 
prepared for me-what I have to my eomes 
out of mv h0ad. The hon. member for Dalby 
moves m'e to say that the Government have 
been too generous to members of the Opposi­
tion. As a matter of fact, within the last 
few months T made a tour round Kingruoy 
and out through Dalby and back through 
many Country Party electorates, and, helicYc 
me, Jl.fr. Mann, I was astounded, envious, llnd 
jealous of the public buildings built in Tory 
electorates, particularly when comparing tlwm 
·with mv own. Those hon. members opposite 
get up" arrcl talk with their tongues in their 
checks and whine and whinge like our friend 
''Cheerless Chal'lie.'' 

The rHAJRiUAN: Order! I ask the 
hon. member to address all hon. members by 
their conect titles. 

1\Ir. JESSON: "Cheer less Char lie" could 
be anybody; you should not be in the seCI et. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 
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Mr. JESSON: In this Chamber hon. mem­
bers oppO'"itc are whingeing because they say 
things arc not done in their electorates. I 
o;aw a lwantifnl macailrtmiscd road, lovely 
brick hnildings, beautiful sergeants' resi­
dences, and similar amenitie3 giYen to 
mcml1crs of the Pablic Service. I saw brick 
schools and the land for the two-story 
hospital going to be built at DallY\'. It did 
not <:ome out of tlw S\Y<n11p. So)11e lJl'~·son 
lllUst kt•"c O\'."Hcd tlwt swamp and solll it to 
the hospitals hoard. 

Jlll'. Low: Next time you should take a 
trip up tho North Coast. 

Mr. JESSON: I have just come back from 
there and I am astounded at the number of 
public buildings there, too. I sec no reas·on \l"hy 
the sehool committee itself could not repair the 
roof of the Tewantin State School. A lot 
of cockies \Yould rather drive round a hole 
in the road than throw in a bag of dirt and 
fill it up. They prefer to \Yait until the 
loca'l authority se11<ls out a numbeT of men, 
say ilO-odd n'liles to do the job and then 
complain because rates are increased to cover 
the inneasing cost of local-authority work. 
You see that on many occasions. A tree will 
fail a,cro's a roaci but the local men, 
insteacl of taking an axe and cutting it 
through and hauling it to one side of the 
road. will drive another quarter of a mile 
I'Olmd the tree and make a; new track. You 
1rill see that repeatedly, every day in the week, 
and then when the rates are incTeased they 
blame the GoY·crnment or the local authority 
for putting up their rates. The same has 
happened in my electoTate. Along the To>vns­
Yille road a hole may have been made by 
someone with a tractor or a car that was 
bogged. The result is that there is a hole 
in the road but the local cookies c1Tive round 
it. The farmers are the same the world 
.over. 

1\Jr. Maher: Are you criticising the 
farmer"s! 

Mr. JESSON: They have no need to do 
that in the IV est J\foreton electorate, because 
the Toads are all macadamised. Farmers 
and others li1·ing in couritry electorates would 
rather drive round the hole in the road than 
put in a bit of dirt to fill it up. They leave 
it to the council to send out two men and a 
dray with pcThaps four or five horses to 
work for three or four days filling in the 
hole, when the farmers themselves could per­
haps throw in a chaff bag or a sugar hag of 
dirt and effect the repair in that way. You 
see that every day in the week. 

Now let me gBt back to the subject of 
building. I will leave the local authorities in 
peace for the time being. As I was saying, 
I hope the Minister 1Yill begin a vigorous 
works policy in respect of public buildings 
in my electorate. I am not blaming the 
department for their present condition 
because I lmow what was required of the 
district during the war. There has also been 
a shortage of material but in future this 
excuse cannot be countenanced any longer in 
my electorate. There is a brickyard there 
producing the best bricks in Queensland a'nd 
cheaper than anywl1ere else in Australia. 

There are millions of feet of timber in the 
back country with the necessary sawmills to 
supply the Tequirements of tho State and 
pcThaps other parts of A nstralia. 'l'herc is 
now no Teason why the building·s required 
in my electorate cannot be attended to, and 
I am :J''king the Minister to give serious 
conditions to the matter at the earliest 
opportunity. 

I come now particularly to the require­
ments of the electoTate in connection with 
school buildings. The trustees of the localTace­
course did not require the whole of the race­
couTse gTolmds and part of them \Yas taken 
over by the Government. Other people in 
the district \va'nted to sell the Government a 
swamp for a school, just as a swamp was 
solcl in the Dalby electorate. Other people 
Ymntcd to sell land to the Government, but 
the Govemmcnt decided that thev would 
build the school on their own !mid. The 
selcetion of a proper site has been the fl.'­
in the ointment in my electorate for a num­
ber of years. 

JUr. Low: What school -is it? 

1\Ir. J.ESSON: Not the school at Tewantin. 
'fhe Government have decided to build it on 
Grown land and all schools should be built on 
Crown land where it is available. I am now 
referring to the Ingham High School. As a 
matter of fact I \ras rather enYious and 
jea1ous of the hon. member for Dalby because 
of the high school in the Dalhy electorate. 
The Ingham district is wealthier than the 
Dalby area; indeed, the income or turnover m 
the fiinchinbrook and adjoining shires runs 
into £1,500,000 per annum. 1t comes the 
the grazing, dairying, and tobacco industries, 
from mixed farming, from mining, sugar­
growing, fishing, a'nd- from the cultiYati?n of 
other commodities that gro\Y so prolifically 
there. In faet, the turno•·er in the Ingham 
distTiet is oTcater per annum than the turn-
0\-er from Charters Towers in the heyday of 
that great gold-mining field. The money is 
regular. 

lUr. lUaher: You must find it hard to 
represent such an aggregation of capital. 
(Laughter.) 

1\'Ir. JESSON: That is what I was just 
about to say. The industrious law-abiding 
people of tl;at district, who love the land, 
were the most maligned people during the 
\Yar years. The hon. member for Hamilton 
one day suggested that I was shedding tears 
and sobbing for the people I represent. I 
have not dealt with him yet, but I will do so 
at the opportune moment. 

There is no excuse now for not proceeding 
""ith the construction of the Ingham High 
School, particularly when you have _a high 
school in a little place like Dalhy, wh1ch you 
ran put in the back yard of some of the cane 
farms in the Inglwm district, in OTder that 
the people in the district can give their 
children a secondary education. 

Mr. Russell: You have not been doing 
your job. 

lllr. JESSON: Prior to my election to this 
Parliament the local authority was composed 
of Tory Tepresentatives. They opposed the 
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construction of a road from Townsville to 
Ingkcm, fearing that it would take trade 
away from Ingham. They also opposed the 
conshuetion of a road to J'Jount Pox, as they 
believed it would take people out of the place 
to the Tableland. 'l'hey did not think of the 
people it •muld b1·ing to the >town and 
tlHough their district. 'l'he town had no Toads 
or water supply. 'l'he people in it were bled 
white by a private electricity company, which 
charged Is. llcl. a unit for electTic light. It 
had no hos]Jital either. In the first few years 
after mv election to this Chamber I eildea­
•omed i:o see that the people got plenty of 
wateT, cheap electric light, good Toads and 
all the amenities they were justly entitled to. 

Mr. Russell: Who was the reP'resentatiYe 
before you came he1·e~ 

Jllr. JESSON: Mr. Fadden, the one-time 
Prime Minister of Australia for six days. 
(Laughter.) He built the police station. 

Mr. Russell: Who was there before him? 

The CHAIR!lL\.N: Order! I would 
remind the hon. member for DalbY that the 
hon. member for Kenncdy has only 25 minutes 
to make his speech. If he desires to make a 
speech he can follow him. 

.Mr. JESSON: I can still get a lot of 
this matter in on the Resolutions. I shall 
have an hour to speak on that item. 

There is nothing to stop the high school 
fnJlY' lJeing Luilt in InglPm no .v. The i:nport­
auce of the cistrict "·arrant~ this eJneational 
facility. At present residents are ]JUt to the 
extra expense of sending their children to 
colleges at Charters Towers for their 
secondary education. That retards the dis­
trict's development. The people ask why, if 
they cannot obtain a secondary education for 
their children in Ingham they should continue 
Fending them to school. The building pro­
gramme of the Government ceased during 
the ,,-ar but the war has now been over a 
couple of years, and I am hoping that I can 
co-opemte with the Minister in solving some 
of the present problems by getting timber 
for public works. I can solve the labour 
problem also, for in a month's time 500 or 
600 men in my district can be absorbed in a 
public-•Yorks programme in Ingham and the 
Hinchinbrook shire. I hope that the Minister 
will give serious consideration to this matter, 
as well as my representations that when land 
is cut up the local authOTity be compelled to 
build roads through the subcli,·ision. 

'l'hat served its purpose in the early clays, 
but I think some scheme should be evol.-ed 
whereby the job could be done first, the 
buildings put up and the cost of the roads 
charged 0\·er a period to the tenants in con­
junction with the owner. In other words, 
where there is land available for building 
purposes and there is a hold-up the Govern­
ment could resume it and then sell it to the 
person who ·wants to buy land for a home so 
that the builders can go ahead and build 
homes. 

I commend those few suggestions to the 
::V!inister, knowing that he will give them 
consideration in the future. 

Hon. 1Y. P01'\'Elt (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public 1\.mks) (i5.41 p.m.): I thank the 
!Jnn. member for Cai1ns for his remarks con­
enning the Department of Public IY orks. I 
find I ha.-c another satisfied member and he 
too is on this side. 

'l'he matter raised by the hon. nwml1er for 
Kennedy regarding homes aJH1 s:d.Jcli.-isions 
,,-ill recci,-e consideration and he will be 
informed of the result in due course. 

The question of public utiliti0s is one that 
l"'S gi.-cn the department great concern. 
TllCTe is ;justification for complaints by the 
hon. memlJer. The war hns been responsible· 
for a hold-up of plans, particularly in police 
administration. \Vc have a programme for 
certain works to be done this Year in connec­
tion with the establishment of a new court 
house, the conversion of the existing comt 
house into police buildings, and the eTection 
of a new senior sergeant's residence in the 
Inghmn district. Those matters are on the 
Estimates for this year. An ofiicpr is busy 
]JTeparing plans for' carrying out that work." 

'rhe question of a new school comes under 
the Department of Public Instruction; and 
if a Tequest is mndc to the DepaTtmcut of 
PulJlic '\Yorks for the erection of a new school 
theTe, favourable consideration will be giYen 
to the matter by my department. 

I •vant to thank all those hon. members 
•vho congratulated me on my ·cle.-ntion to 
Cabinet. I thank hon. members also for their 
i'OOd wishes on my return to good health. I 
thank the members of the Country Party who 
visited me while I was in hospital and the 
wives of seYernl membeTs who rang up. I 
am no,·: restored to good health. I thank 
the doctors ,,-ho attended me, the nursing 
sisters, anr1 the Sisters of ::\Iercy at the 
hospital; and I thank God for my recovery. 

Honourable :Jfemher§: Hear! hear! 

Vote (De11artment of Public Works-Chief 
Ofilce) agreed to. 

SERV!CES-PlJBLIC BUILDINGS. 

Hon. 1Y. POWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Pnl1lic I:Vorks) (5.43 p.m.): I moYe-

' 'That £100,950 be granted for 'Services 
-Public Buildings.' '' 

The proposed appropriation for J 94 7 -4S is 
an increase of £18,550 on the vote for 1946-47, 
£82,400. The increased provision is made 
necessary by the increase in snvices to new 
huildin!ls and additions to existing buildings, 
increased charges for electricity, gas and 
water services, increased basic wage, purchase 
of elcnning equipment, and the employment 
of additional cleaning staff. 

If any hon. member desires further infonna­
tion I "will giYe it. I think we have had a 
prett:Y good debate in connection with the 
department. The hon. member for Kennedy 
was rather annoyed at the stone-walling; he 
is anxious to get on to some other Estimate. 
I do not propose to deal with the matter any 
further. 

Vote agreed to. 
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Bl'ILDINGS. 

Hon. VV. POWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public Works) (5.44 p.m.): I move-

'' That £95,000 be granted for 'Build· 
ings.' '' 
It will be noted that the proposed appro­

priation for the Consolidated Revenue Vote 
for ''Buildings'' is £5,000 in excess of that 
appropriated for 1946-47, £90,000. An 
increased amount is required to carry out 
essential maintenance work. 

Vote agreed to. 

GAS .\CTS. 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Publlc Works) (5.46 p.m.): I move-

'' That the £5,227 be granted for 'The 
Gas Acts, 1916 to 1933.' '' 

It will be noted that the appropriation for 
the year 1947-48 is £1,862 in excess of the 
amount voted for 1946-47, which was £3,365. 
The increased appropriation is necessary to 
meet expenditure on equipment required by 
the Chief Gas Examiner for inspection and 
testing purposes. 

lUr. AIKENS (MundingbmTa) (5.47 
p.m.) : I wish to introduce at this stage of 
the debate a matter that is of vital concern 
to the people of Townsville and should, I 
think, vitally concerns this Government, who 
should naturally be interested in the welfare 
of the ordinary citizen of the State. I do 
not know what the gas position is in other 
cities in Queensland, but I do know thnt the 
Townsvillc Gas Compnny regularly holds up 
the people of Townsville to ransom. 

The Townsville Gas Company is Townsvillo 
in name only. All the shnres, 'vith the excep­
tion of a handful that arc held by selected 
people in Townsville for dummying pm·poses, 
nre held by n Melbourne sync1icnte nnrl the 
same people who hold the controlling interest 
in the Townsville Gas Company have nlso con­
siderable shareholdings in Southem coal­
mines and Southern shipping companies, am1 
consequently the people of Townsville are 
exploited in three ways: they ~ne exploited 
by the gas company, they nre exploited 
because the gas compnny in Townsville will 
11se only the coal from its own mines or from 
ldnr1red mines in New South Wales, and 
lwc:mse that conl has to be brought to Towns­
vine in ships owned by the shareholders who 
own the TmnisYille Gas Company. This finan­
r·ial interlocking is n 1wrnicious but common 
feature of modern cnpitnlism. One set of 
shareholc1eTS will own a certain instrumen­
tality and they often compel that instru­
mentality to lJny its necessary rnw materials 
from an other instnm1entality they own in 
other parts of Austrnlin. 

T l•ronght this matter up nt the Townsville 
City Council table meetint< and got a resolu­
tion through with the support of my col­
lengues asking the Premier of this Government 
to hold n Royal Commission into the opera­
tions of the To1vnsYille Gas Compm1y. The 
TownsyiJle Gas Company has put the Towns­
ville people on short rations of gas more 

than once and thev will continue to saerifi<·c 
the peop1e of Towitsville on the altar of their 
own profits while the present pernicious 
system remains. The Townsville Gas Com­
pany v1ill not use and will not attempt to 
use, or would not use and would not nttem1;t 
to use, coal from any other source than thell' 
own mines in New South Wales. 'When I 
say ''their own mines,' ' of course I mean 
the mines that are owned by the same share­
holders who own the Townsville Gas Company. 

After I had made this statement 3t the 
'l'owns.-ille City Council meeting nnd it was 
1·eported in the 'l'ow1;sville '' Dail_y Bulleti~'' 
the gas company wa1ted about e1ght or mne 
clays until it sent my stntement to Melbourne 
and then the Melbourne shareholders of thr> 
company sent information to the mannger of 
the Townsville Gns Company to put a state­
ment in the 'l'ownsville Press saying that my 
statement was not correct because the Towns­
Yille Gas Company did not own an:" coal-mines 
in Ne11· South \Vales. Of course, that was 
~nst a stupi_rl quibble. I do no_t suggest that 
these financml Moguls are so s1lly as to hnYe 
the Townsville Gas Company holding shnres 
in Southern coal-mines, hut I dic1 say then 
mu1 I ,,ay now that the men ,,-]w own tlw 
'l'mmsville Gas Company hold also a big 
enntrolliug share interest in Southern coal­
mines and will not use an~· other coal, or 
would not use any other until quite reeentl;~-. 
at the Townsville Gas Company's works thnn 
the coal from their own mines. 

They c1o this despite the fact that the 
Town~ville people have been rationed in their 
gas supply off and on for many many months. 
The shnreholders of the TownsYille Gas 
Company, these big Melbourne. monopo_lists, 
c1o not cnre n hoot about the 1nconyen1ence 
and dismay they cause the housewives of 
Townsville, with the gas rationed to two or 
three hours a clay for weeks nt a time. They 
are not concerned with seTVing the people of 
TownsYille; they nre not concerned with their 
customers anc1 consumers; they are concerned 
only with the am~ssing of. thei;· own pro~ts, 
consequently I thmk the tune 1s rotten npe 
for this Government to haYe a complete and 
full investigation even to the extent of a 
Royal Commission into the operations of the 
Townsvillc Gas Company. 

Jl'Ir. Power: On what grounds? 

Thir. A lKENS: The Townsville Gas Com­
pany holds n franchise to supply the people 
of TownsYille with gas. 

Thir. Ken: They are limited as to 
profits. 

Thir. A IKENS: I advise the hon. member 
never to try to kid himself that the gas 
compnny is limited as to profits, because, 
when there are interlocking holdings as there 
nrP interlocking holdings in connection with 
the TownsYille Gas Company, it is absolutely 
impossible to discover the real profit. Even 
though they ma:v show only a small profit in 
t.hc operations of the TownsYille Gas Company 
-and sometimes I woul(1 not put it pnst them 
even to show a loss on the books, what is 
known as a pcn-nn<l-ink loss-that small 
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profit or pen-ami-ink loss in the actual opera­
tions of the Townsville Gas Company, is more 
than compensated for by the gross profits 
that they make from their coal-mines and 
ships. It does not matter whether they make 
an actual profit from the Townsville Gas 
Company or not. What they lose on the 
s>vings they gain on the rounclabouts. That 
is a very old saying, but it is a very true one 
so far as the Townsville Gas Company is 
concerned. 

The grounds on which a Royal Commission 
shoultl be held are that the Townsville Gas 
Compa'ny holds a franchise from the Queens­
land Government to supply gas to those 
people of Townsville >vho require gas. They 
exercise their franchise in a very arbitrary 
>\ay. They have power to tlig up the streets 
and lay their gas mains in the streets: They 
have power to talw their gas into any home, 
consequently, they accept the protection of 
the Gm·ernment through the franchise granted 
to them by the Government. In granting them 
a franchise the Government have a dutv to 
sec that the franchise is not prostituted on 
the ultar of company profit. That is why a 
Royal Commission should be held. The 
Government owe a duty to the public to see 
that the 'l'ownsville Gas Company does not 
prostitute the franchise it holds from this 
Government to supply gas to the people of 
Townsville. 

I sav now that the Townsville Gas 
Compan}· is prostituting that franchise. J<'or 
the benrfit of an v hon. member who was not 
here earlier I ;.epeat that the Townsville 
Gas Company is prostituting its franchise 
because it has adopted the attitude that it 
does not eare a continental red cent how the 
people of Towns,-illc get on, it is cletenninc([ 
to proclnce gas from eoal from its own mines 
or it will not proclucc gas at 3!1. As fur as 
the company is conceruecl, the people of 
Townsville can stmTe until it gets coal from 
its owu mines. 

Quite recentlr, after I had raised the 
question in the House, and after I hacl raised 
the question at the council table in 'l'ownsvillc, 
the gas company got the wind up temporarily, 
if I may be pcnnittcc1 to use the •·ernacular, 
:nul orr1crer1 one small consignment of Queens­
land eoal in orcler to tide it oYer a particu­
larly difficult period. Now that the 
management think the matter lw8 ended thne, 
they will go on alH1 on clemanding that they 
get Greb coni into the Towusville Gas 
Company or none at all. 

iifr~ Iiusscll: Where do they set the 
coal? 

Hr. AJKf:X§: They get it at Greta from 
mines owned by their a>Yn slwreholders. The 
s:c~mc men wiw own the To>~~·ns.-ille Gas 
Company haYc big shareholclings in the Grcta 
mines. 

Jfr. Uu~seH: Could tbey buy it in 
Queensland! 

AIKENS: If the lwn. m em beT had 
hecn the Chamber-and I believe he v.as, 
because he is more or less a regular attender, 
which is something I cannot say for every 

hon. member in the Chamber-he will 
remember that on 16 September I asl<ed the 
Secretary for Mines the following question-

'' 1. Did the Government at any time 
offer to supply Queensland coal to the 
To>vnsville Gas Company in order to assist 
it in maintaining a supply of gas to the 
Townsville people~ 

'' 2. If so, was the offer accepted: 
'' 3. How many cubic feet of gas can be 

produced at Townsville from one ton of (a) 
New South -wales coal; (b) Queensland 
coal? 

'' 4. If X cw South ·wales coal is con­
sidered by the Gas Company to be necessary 
to e11snrc a normal supply of gas, what 
percentage of normal supply would be 
gcncratecl from (a) Queensland coal; (b) 
75 per cent. Queensland and 25 per cent. 
New South Wales coal; (c) 50 per cent. 
Queensland and New South Wales; (d) 75 
llrl" cent. 1\ew South Wales and 25 pe1· cent. 
(2neenslnnd9 

'' :,. \\'hat restrictions arc being im]JOsed 
on consumers by the Townsville (hts Com­
pany at present~ 

And this is the importa'nt question-

'' G. Are an_y other gas companies in 
Queen' land using Queensland coal?'' 

The }1inister replied in these ,,·ord'-

'' 1. Y cs, on at least three occasions, 
'' 2. In respect of two previous occasions, 

clurin;.; June and August of this yea•r, the 
Tolm'>villc Gas CJmpauy indicated it >Yas 
llot prepared to uso Queensland c·oal~ on 
the grounds that the plant >vas spec1ally 
<], sigm:cl for the sole u ;e of ~Iait-lancl (New 
Nontll 1\nles) coals, and, by the use 
of 8h x gas coal the c;nbon-
izing · of the vlimt wonld be• 1·cduced 
to the extent that f~as mabng c.•pacit;y: 
"·ould be rec~nced to nbout 50 per CL'llt. of 
t·he output oLtainccl lrv the UEO of 1\Iaitland 
(Xcw South \Vnlcs) coal, whicl; would 
rL'snlt jn dTad 1t rationing of gns to con­
snlncrs.:' 

,\11<! thi~ is :1ftccr I raiPecl the matter at 
; he To1;·nsviJie Citv Council and the Counril 
n:;k:._id for a Royal 'conunission-

' 'IT owe>-el', en the third occasion, on 
1 ~tll iJlstnnt·i tlle con1p~1n:-~ to aceept 
:Ill otJ'c!' to ta];-c dcli\'Cl'V :200 tom of 
sc-reened ga~ coal fron1 tlie Sh~x St~1te C_oal 
~fincj Ogn1ore, and such co~ll 1s naY," ben1g 
~r:tile!d to To,,·nsYillc. 

The nrin1::tCl' \'·,·ent· on to :1llS\Yel' the other 
questions in mueh more detail and I wi11 deal 
with Ko. G later. 

haYe lJecn on short 
r:\ •ion;, for IJlonths nr:d 1vhen 
\re '' Cl'c ;rou cor.ld pnt T8U':· hand 
on tlw you wo;1ld not be bn1·nL 
1'on eDuld pr:t :1 ro:1.st in the oYcn :1t S c 'clock 

1110tnin~r ;1nf1 h· ,.·on}(1 r:ot. be 
o'clock, Sanda• dinner-time. The 

a bo~:tiu.~ ngcnt ·which 
Tnl-.__1c to a rn ini:ncnn. [ 

aslce(] the Sccrctarv for L~.1Jom· a11d Inclnstry 
whether tests were' eyer taken of the calorific 
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y;lluc of gas supplied Ly the 'l'ownsville Gas 
Company and whether the company was noti­
fied tlw' the inspector was going forward to 
mal<e tllc"c te~is. I do not think the inspec­
tor \YOllid notify the company when he was 
auout tu make i'ests, but it would suggest that 
the Cl·llipnny knew when the inspector was 
goiug because \Yhen there is an inspector in 
To\\m;\'ille you eau cook on the gas but when 
hP i.. not there you might as well hold a 
lightr·cl woorlcn match under the kettle. 'rhe 
gas r·ompnny is working under a f•rnnchise 
from the Govemmetit· and has sacrificed the 
people of Townsvi!le and is prepared to con­
timw 1 o saerifice the people of 'rownsville until 
it gl'ts itq own coal and manufactares gas 
from its own coal. 

On 'l'hmsday, 28 August last, I asked the 
JI.Iinistcr for Mines-

'' 1. Has the Townsville Gas Company 
mar1e any attempt to secure coal for its 
plant from my Queensland mines? 

"2. If so, how much dill it require and 
from what mines were the orders filled'! 

'' 3. If not, will he inform the House 
whEther the o'overnment have any power to 
compel the Townsville Gas Company to use 
Queensland coal in order to relieve the 
Townsville people of the intolerable burden 
imposed upon them by the rationing of 
supply by the company~'' 

To these questions the Minister replied-
'' l. I am not aware of nny attempt by 

the Gas Company to secure Queensland coal. 
' '2. See 1 above. 
''B. The Government has no power in 

this regard. '' 
I want to tic that up with the answer to 

{IUestion No. 6, which I addressed to the 
Minister on Thursday, 16 September, as 
follows:-

'' Are any other gas companies in Queens­
lanrl using Queensland coal;' ' 

To which the Minister replied-
'' Yes. The only gas companies in 

Queensland exclusively using New South 
·wales gas coals are those at Townsville, 
Charters Towers, and Cairns.'' 

Therefore it is quite obvious that gas can 
he generated, and generated profitably, from 
Queensland coal, because every gas company 
in Queensland with the exception of the 
Townsville. Charters Towers, and Cairns 
companies is generating its gas from Queens­
land conL 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Under the 
Gas Acts the Government have no power to 
direct the source from which a gas company 
shall obtain its coal. They can only test the 
quality of gas and the flow of gas. 

lUr. AIKENS: Very well, Mr. Manu. 
Immediately the Townsville Gas Company 

is running short of its Maitland coal it pub­
lishes scare headlines in the local Press to 
the effect that the company's coal supply 
is running short, and that after a certain 
date gas will be rationed to the people of 
Townsville. That creates a scare, and ques­
tions are asked of the Premier in this Parlia­
ment, and questions are addressed to the 

Prime Minister by the :B~e(1eral member for 
Herbert, asking him to make ships available 
to take Maitlanll coal to Townsville, and con­
sequently evmy effort is made to fit right in 
with the requirements of the Townsville Gas 
Company. ln other words, they use the plight 
of the Townsville people as a bludgeon to 
get their own coal for their gas works. This 
nttitude cannot be condemned too strongly. 
There is no use in telling me, as one hon. mem­
ber suggested before the arljournmcut, that 
the Townsville Gas Company makes only a 
small profit, because it is so inextricalJly inter­
woven with various companies throughout 
Australia that it woulll be well nigh impos­
sible to determine the actual profit made Ly 
the To\msville Gas Company. I believe that 
the function of every public company is first 
of all to serve the pu!Jlic, not its shareholders. 
'l'ake the kindred organisation in Townsvillc, 
the electric authority of 'l'ownsville, at one 
time controlled by the 'rownsville Citv 
Council. · · 

'l'he f;lt.HRJIAN: Order! I think the 
hou. member is making the debate a very 
wide one. He must confine his remarks to 
the subject before the Committee. 

Jir. AIKENS: I was only making a 
comparison with the Townsville electricity 
power house. When it ran short of coal the 
Townsville City Council, which at one time 
owned and controlled the Townsville electric 
authority, bought coal anywhere it could. It 
picked up old coal about the yard, it used 
eow manure, the droppings of goats, chips, 
anything at all that it could feed into the 
boilers in order to give the people of Towns· 
ville as much electricity as it possibly could, 
and sinee the Townsville Regional Electrical 
Authority has taken it over it has pursued 
the same policy-it has enrlenvourecl to give 
the people of Townsville as much electric 
current as it coulll by using any type of fuel 
that it coulrl get. However, when the Towns­
ville Gas Company finds that it is short of 
P-Oal it does not arlopt thnt attitude but 
demands that it shall get an adequate supply 
of its own coal to generate gas, otherwise it 
will ration the supply to the consumers. It 
does not place the interests of its consumers 
first. It simply adopts the attitude that if 
it cannot get its own coal the people of 
Townsville can go short of gas. 

After T hac1 raised the matter at the Towns­
ville Citv Council's table in Townsville 
recently the rompany was srared into taking 
n consignment of Styx coal from the Depart­
ment of Mines, but it never tried to get gas 
from it. ]\l[y information is that the Towns­
ville Gas Coinpany did everything it could to 
sabotage the production of gas from the Styx 
ronl, so that it eould write down and tell the 
Recretary for Mines that the use of Styx coal 
in Townsville retorts was a failure. It never 
seriously tried to get gas from the 8tyx Coal, 
but, because I raised the question it reluct­
antly took consignments of that coal and used 
it in &·uch a way as to make an argument against 
its use. I was informed hv a man who has 
hacl considerable technical knowledge in gas­
making that the company only had to make 
a slight alteration to its retorts to enable it 
to nse Styx coal or any other Queensland 
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coal, the same as any other gas company in 
Queensland with the exce]Jtion of the Caims 
'l'ov:nsv~lle and Charters Towers gas corn: 
pames, m order that the people of Townsville 
could get supplies of gas of the conect 
calorific value. 

I ventilate the matter on the floor of this 
Chamber so that it will be placed on record 
as a protest on behalf of the Townsville 
City Council and its people who have been 
held at ransom by the 'l'ownsvillB Gas Corn· 
pany and at times sacrificed on the altar of the 
profits of the Townsville Gas Company. 

_Mr. KEYATTA (Townsville) (7.22 p.m.): 
Fust of all T desire to extend my heartiest 
congratulations to the Minister on his eleva­
tion to his high otlice and to welcome him 
b&ck to his office after his serious illness. 
'I'he Minister attained his position by zealous 
and arduous work. I am quite satisfied that 
h~ has _the c~pacity and ability to discharge 
lns duties With credit to himself and ,vith 
benefit to the people of Queensland. 

I listened attentively to the hon. member 
for. ~1undingburra 's. remarks concerning the 
position that has arrsen at times in connec­
tion with the gas supply at Townsville. The 
'l'ownsville branch of the J,ustralian Labom 
Party has taken a keen interest in this matter. 
I~. has on many occasions made representa­
tions to the Minister to have tests made of 
the gas. As a result, the department informed 
the Branch over 12 months ago that a testing 
statwn would be established at 'I'ownsville 
for the purpose o~ testing not only the gas 
~upply at TownsVIlle, but the gas supplied 
m all northern towns. 'l'he installation of that 
~mit has been delayed because the necessary 
;nstruments could not be installed. I have 
It on the best authority that as soon as the 
mstruments are available they will be 
installed. 

The hon. member for Mundingburra com­
mm;ted on the Townsville Gas Companv 's 
fiesue not to use Styx coal in the manu{ac­
iure of gas and its desire to use Maitland 
coal only. I understand that tests were 
carried out by the department to see whether 
coal other than Maitland coal could be used in 
the. company's vertical retorts. They are not 
honzontal retorts. I understand that this 
coal burns into a mere nothing and gives 
off a great volume of gas ,,-hereas the Styx 
and other Queensland coal swells and leaves 
a clinker. This tends to crack the vertical 
retorts and destroys them. 'rhat was the 
danger at that time in using any other coal 
but Maitl:md coal. Had the retorts been 
cracked it would have been difficult to replace 
them and 'rownsvil!e would have been in a 
very serious position. Queensland coal can be 
used in the horizontal tvpe of retort onlv 
without any danger of "the retort's bcii;g 
damaged. I do not know whether the hon. 
member for Mundingburra is aware of that 
fact. 

lUr. Aikens: I am not an apologist for 
the Townsville Gas Company. 

lUr. _KEYAT~'A: yYe have taken a very 
keen mterest .m thrs matter. In fact, we 
were JUst as mterested as the hon. member 
or any other hon. member in the welfare of 

the people of Townsville. Although I do not 
nse as often as the hon. member and voice 
my opinion on the many matters affecting 
my electorate, I have made very effective 
representations on numerous occasions on this 
matter on behalf of the people of Townsville. 
In fact, there is voluminous correspondence 
in the Minister's department from other hon. 
members and myself on the point. I have 
heard that credit has been taken by someone 
else for what has been done, but we do 
not want the credit for it. It is our job to 
make these representations. 

I am pleased to state that the Government 
do move when the position is explained. I 
have a great deal of faith and confidence in 
the officers of the department. ·when we 
wrote to the department in regard to the 
quality of the gas we were given to under­
stand that it was caused through a set of 
circumstances that the officer concerned 
explained. He was very keen and explained 
that the pressure in the main caused by 
<:orrosion caused a great deal of our difficulty. 
As a result of co-operation between the 
department, the 'l'ownsville Gas Company and 
the shipping company, we were able to relieve 
the position in regard to the supply of pipes 
and coal. During the war om suppl;- of coal 
"·as restricted. Owing to corrosion the pipes 
would not cany the full capacity of gas and 
the pressure ,,-as low and many additional 
consumers were drawing from these mains 
and larger mains could not be laid owing to 
shortages of ·iron. Many membeTs com­
plained. When new pipes were available the 
old ones ,,-el'P Teplaced and the position has 
been adjusted. I am not apologising for the 
Townsville Gas Company-not by any means. 
vV"' are gas-users an cl we are sufferers the 
same as other citizens. 

Since the replacement of the pipes there 
has rleen a reasonable continuity of supply of 
coal and the position has improved. When 
the gas inspector comes we are not aware that 
he is there, but after his inspection he calls 
on the president of the branch. 

Jlir. Sparliies: You are quite happy 
about the workings of the gas company~ 

lUr. KEYA'fTA: It is like any other 
conceTn or institution. We have the same 
difficulty probably in our Government depart­
ments. Anomalies do occur. No matter how 
well established a Government department, 
local authority, or private business is, there 
are anomalies and difficulties. IV e pride our­
selves on having not only a keen sense of 
fairness but being big enough to admit a 
fault. I cannot recall a single case mised by 
the Australian Labour PaTtv branch in which 
the Government and their· officers have not 
responded. 

Another matter I wish to refer to is the 
meter position. The Government should be 
responsible for the testing of all gas meters 
and ,,-hen we are dealing with another vote I 
shall urge that that should apply to water 
meters also. 

Hon. n. A. GLEDSON (Ipswich­
Attorncy-General) (7.30 p.m.): T cannot 
speak on these Estimates ,,.ithout offering my 
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thanks to the Minister and his staff for the 
work done during the year. Of course, 
there is coal to Le found all round Ipswich, 
but \Ye had difficulty with the gas company 
in Ips\vich because of simila'r happenings to 
those in Tovmsville. Neither the pressure 
nor quality of gas was there, and it was 
necessary to get in touch with the Chief Uas 
Examiner. 'l'he hon. member for Towns-ville 
has stated that his mganisation had to take 
the matter up and in Ipswich my organisa­
tion did so and made representations to the 
department to have these matters attended 
to. This was done and once the Chief Gas 
Examiner discovered the cause exactly an 
improwment \Vas· immediately effected. 

In Ipswich we found-a'nd I SL!ppose this 
happened in other places-that the pressme 
and quality of the gas supplied to some areas 
were satisfactory and in others unsatisfac­
tory, although it was difficult to understand 
how the quality could be better in one than 
another unless there was something wrong 
with the distribution, for instance a leakage 
in the pipes that allowed air to be sucked 
in and mixed with the gas coming tluough 
the pipes. It was found that there were no 
complaints from some districts whereas there 
were some from others. The former appea'red 
to be quite \Yell served by the gas company, 
but when the matter \Vas investigated by the 
Chief Ga's Examiner there \Vas a great 
improvement and I take this opportunity of 
extending my thanks to the Minister and his 
department, especially the Chief Gas 
Examiner for immediately attending to the 
matter once it was brought to his notice. 

Much has been said about the produetion 
of gas from different classes of coal. 'l'here 
are seams of coal throughout Austra1ia and 
on anrrlysis some are found to be very good 
for steaming purposes. Bituminous coal is 
very good in this respect. The c::mnel coal 
in the Roscwood district was at one time 
exceptionally goorl for gas-making. In the 
North of Queensln'nd is to be found bitu­
minous coal fTom which gas ana coke can be 
made, and is very useful for steaming pur­
poses also. It is possible for the same seam 
of coal, however, to produce coal of different 
qualities. :B'or instance, a sea·m in the Rose­
wood district produced splendid gas tlnough 
the retmts, 15,000 cubic feet to the ton, 
whereas other coal went down to 11,000 and 
12,000 cubic feet. Of course, it should not 
make any difference in quality, because the 
gas is pmified in the comse of production. 
'l'here \vas a time in our history when coal 
from the L:meficld seam in the Ros·ewood dis­
trict was regularly sent in shiploads to 
Melbourne for the purpose of purifying the 
gas retmts there, not for producing gas. 

Jir. Jiacdonald: How did they do that? 

Jir. GJ,EDSON: They put a certain 
battery of coal through the retorts. As we 
Know, everything is purified by fiTe. 

Gold is purified by fire. We happen to be 
purifief1 by fire, too. (Laughter.) The same 
applies to coal. Coal has to be subjected to 
a chemical change. That change takes place 
in the retorts when certain gases are extracted. 
The residue comes out as coke. The volatile 

matter contained in the coal produces the 
gas. Unless there is a good percentage of 
volatile matter in coal it is not a good gas­
making coal. I understand that at present 
we are not getting the same quantity of gas 
per ton of coal as we did in the early clays. 

iUr. :Jiacdonaltl: How did the Lanefield 
coal clean the retorts? 

JUr. GLEDSO~: At that time the Lane­
field seam was exceptionally good. The hon. 
member for Stanley will understand that you 
can get a good coal in one part of the seam 
aml an inferior coal in another pm·t. At 
one period one patch of the Lanefield seam 
made splendid gas. 

}Ir. Nlcklin: What was the test? 

1Ur. GI,EDSO~: It ran bet'lveen 15,000 
and 16,000 cubic feet of gas to the ton of 
coal, aml the quality of the gas was excep­
tionally gooll. 

Take the matters raised by the hon. mem­
ber for Townsville and the hon. member for 
Mundingburra. Both hon. members referred 
to the difference in the content of the coal. 
There is certain coal in the J\Iaitland llistrict 
that makes exceptionally good gas. 

:Jir. Aikens: That is the coal they get 
at Townsville. 

lUr. GLEDSO~: I think it runs into 
18,000 culJic feet of gas to the ton. The 
Styx coal is a harder coal, more like what 
is known as anthracitic coal. In some faces it 
is almost what is known as stone coal ·in 
Britain, it is so hard. It is a splendifl heating 
coal of high calorific value, but it is not so 
gooll for nlaking gas as the bituminous coal 
because the volatile content is not as high as 
that of the Maitland coal. 

In Townsville they ran out of :?\Iaitland 
coal and had made no provision to get any 
other coal. Most coals will make gas. Of 
course, I do not think you could get gas out 
of the Blair Athol coal because, although 
Blab· Athol is a splendid steaming coal, it 
burns away with virtually no ash at all. 

JUr. Luckins: I think it has the lowest 
ash content of any coal in Australia. 

Mr. GLEDSON: You ;;et a feather ash 
from it. A chemical analysis of the Blair 
Athol coal shows that we have not the vola­
tile matters in it that are useful for gas-mak· 
ing pmposes. That brings us to this point: 
that it will be necess:nv for the Government 
-and I understand they are taking steps to 
do it now-to find out what coals are suit­
able for gas-making, and as far as possible 
arrange for those coals to be supplied to the 
g·as war ks. It will be necessary to take steps 
to see that coal is not wasted, and to set 
aside the coals that should be used for firing 
anrl locomotive work and other work. Coals 
should be directed to the purposes to which 
they arc suited. Townsville will be in the 
same position as any other district in Queens­
land, and if it cani1ot get the best· coa 1 will 
have to anange to take the next-best ~oal. 
It might have to put in other retorts than 
t;hose it has now as is done all oVP'r Queens­
land. The South Brisbane Gas Co. had to 
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~;iter its retorts not long ago aC<'ording to the 
cJaq of coal in snpply at the time. Xcw 
1·c:mts were put in. 

The (,jflicnlty WC IIUYC is that CO~] should 
bc prepared i or Uw market and it is not now 
J•repaTccl for the market. Most of it is 
markctecl us it eorrH's out of the mine, 
:clthucgh some colliery-o·wners-not m:my of 
lhcm-lwYo installed washing-machines to 
1ukc cn1t the dirt. The bulk of it is sent 
~' wny to the c-onsumer as it cc,mcs from the 
mine•, :mcl no attempt is made to clean it. 
~\ :1 ('(lHS{'qncnec, son1etin1cs in our gas 1vorks 
•::e ibcl :·lwt the quantity of ash content in 
the coni interferes >Yith the JWOL~uction of gas 
ill tl1c rt'to'rts. Xatnrally, if you arc expect­
.i1l:V. 1 o ~·et so 11l(l11Y thous:uHl cubie feet fron1 

a ton, ·working 01i a certain basis, and yon 
" ·t a lnrgc quantity of stone your volatile 
m~tHer is reduced and the pfficiency of the 
retorts is affected. They hrrYe to bf. cleaned 
u··t a .d production is stopped 1Yhilst they 
~n-:• L ··ing c-leaned out. 

:nr. J>hmkett: And that sends up the 
(•()' tc:. 

.!\Ir. GI,EDSOX: I am not worrying 
ahont t·hat, bcennsc I am dealing with the 
production of gas from the classes of coal 
in the retorts ":c ha \·e. As I said, retorts 
lw;-c hacl to he altered in Brisbane, and 
Towns1·ille will hn.-e to do the same thing 
to uce tho coal it is nble to get. 

Jlir. Aikens: So long as we are assured 
of that 11·e shall bC> satisfied. 

1Ur. GJLI<:nso:o~: That is the position; 
1re haYo to cut om· cont acconlin;:; to the doth 
"e ha Ye. I am sorr~- I ha Ye taken np so much 
of my eolleague 's time--

JUr. Sparkes: You are not helping him 
to play out time, by any chance~ ' 

Jl'Ir, GLEDSOX: I have not spoken 
r'uri11.g· the last three wc0ks, nncl I nen'r get 
np to sp0nk for the simple pmposc. of taking 
np time. I rose particularly to thank th6 
Chief Gas Examine!' ancl the :Minister for 
attending to our little complaints. I was lecl 
:1strav bv the lion. membn fur SUmJry ,.-ho 
l<·c1 me onto one of mv pf't sulJjerts. i have 
spent mY lifetime stud:;·h1g coal nnd if I had 
the• t·ime I coni<! go on ~lll night telling the 
Committee about coal. 

Hon. 'VV. POWER (Baroona-Secre?tan· 
for Public Worl,s) (7.45 p.m.): I am sur'e 
that the Chamber generally appreciates the 
explanntion given by the Attorney-General on 
gas-malcing. He has a firsthand knowledge 
of the subject and his information will be of 
immense value to hon. members. I was rather 
interested to hear him say that we were 
purified by fire but I can assnre him that I 
do not want to be purified, if it is to be done 
by fire. 

The hon. member for Mundingburra refer­
red first of all to the profits and dividends 
of gas companies. The profits of gas com· 
panics do not concern my department but I 
am concerned about the supply of gas to the 
people of To>Ynsville. According to informa­
tion supplied to me by the Chief Gas 
Examiner, when the Townsville Gas Company 

was established it had access to coal only by 
sea and its present retorts are suitable only 
for malring gas from coal from Mnitland. 
H owcvcr, if it cannot get coal from Maitland, 
gas is not going to be withheld from the 
I"eople of Townsville because of the action of 
the 'l'ownsville Gas Company. I want to give 
the hon. membel' for Townsville and the 
'l'owns1·ille Australian Labour Party full 
credit for their attitude in this matter. It 
_,-as raised lw the 'J'ownsville Australian 
Ioabour Party "long before the hon. member 
for .i\fun(linghurra raised it and he is simply 
trying to cash in no>Y and get a little kudos 
from what was done by the TownsyiJle Austra­
lian Labour :Party and the hon. member for 
To>vnsYille, who has been most persistent in 
his efforts to have something done to alleviate 
the position. 

Mr. AlLKENS: Mr. l\:Iann, I ris9 to a 
point of on1er. I know that political propa­
ganda is the order of the day in this Chamber. 
I rose here today to ask for the appointment 
of a royal commission into the operations of 
the TownsYille G:Js Company and l should 
be pleased to have the Minister's assurance 
tlwt· the 'ro>vns\·iJL Branch of the A nstralian 
Labour Party has asked for a royal commis­
sion into the activities of the To>Ynsyi!Je Gas 
Company. 

}Ir. : I have no intention of 
asking the to appoint a royal 
commission to inquire into the matter raised 
by· the hon. member for Mundingbuna, who 
is always asking for royal commissions about 
one thing and another. \Ve are not going to 
waste the time of judges in inYestigating the 
matter mentioned by the hon. member. 

The 'rmn1sYille Clas Company did use Styx 
coal when it could not get coal fTom Maitland 
and I am informed that the N ewcaslle coal 
gives 18,000 cubic feet of gas to the ton, 
wlH'rcns the Styx coal gives 12,500 to 13,000 
cubic feet to the ton, and that if only Styx 
coal is used there will be an application by 
the TO\msvillc Gas Company to the Gas 
Referee for an increase in the price of gas. 
Howeym·, that is by the way. 'l'he important 
thing is to see that the people of Townsvillc 
get an adequate supply of gas and that a 
proper pressure is available. Certain improve­
ments haye nlready been carried out-a new 
booster has been installed and the pressure is 
now much greater than it was before. Under 
the authority of the Minister-! am now 
rrfening to my predecessor in office, the Hon. 
H. A. Bruce-the Chief Gas Examiner is 
(·;tnblishing a testing place at TownsYille. 
A suitable room in the Government building 
in Wickham Stl·eet has been allotted to him 
and a gas examiner is making this his head· 
quarters. His nrea will cover the gas com­
]Janies between R.ockhampton and Cairns. A 
calorimeter and other test apparatus for the 
testing place were ordered from England ns 
far back as 18 February last. We are still 
'1\·aiting for them. That is the reason why 
proper tests are not being made. At the 
present time a man is permanently stationed 
in North Queensland and to enable more 
frequent nOTthern inspections, an additional 
gas examiner, Mr. Grey, was appointed on 
8 July, 1946. After three months of work 
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M head offie,, he was sent to northern areas. 
Of :301 da:ys spent by him in northern areas, 
116 \vere spent in Towns\ ille te·;ting and 
stamping meters, testing gas for heat value, 
pnri tc' and pressure, and on general inspec­
tion work. 

The Government introduced legislation deal­
ing with the p1·essure of gas lnst session. It 
is a subject to which the Government have 
given serious considcra tion. As a matter of 
fact, Jn·cvious to the introduction of that 
anwnding legislation the pressure of gas was 
decided at the intake of the meter, not the 
outlet and now gas is tested at the outlet 
and if the prcssu1·e is not what it should be 
the matter can be adjusted. 

I want to assm·c the hon. member for 
'l'ownsvillc, who lws been most consiotcnt and 
Jll'rsistent in his efforts to sec that a good 
supply of gas is mar1e ·"vailn ble to tl"' 
people of Townsville, aml also the bon mem­
ber for Mnnclingbm-rn, thnt if then' is 'my 
hold-up in the gas snppl~, at To\\'llS\'i1le nml 
the Government arc able to he of I~> lp action 
will be hkcn to sec tbnt tlw people of 
Townsvillo an; not deprived of a supply of 
gns. 

I\Ir. 1•'ARR.ELI, (Maryborough) (7.51 
p.m.): This de hate has centred round the 
'TO\nlSYillG gns supply. I want to get mvay 
frolll the Tmvnsville gas supply mlll deal 
\\·ith matters affecting gas supply generally. 
It is interesting to note that during this 
discnssion \Ye have had illustrations to show 
ho\\ important a supply of gas is in the home 
life of the people; it is on that aspect thnt 
we should centre our thoughts. Gas is a 
serdce to the community and amenities asso­
ciated with a gas supply affect our home 
life to a quite large extent. We arc dis­
tinctly fortunate in this State in that we 
have 'right along our coast line a stretch of 
coal-bearing area that will produce coal of a 
qunlity that will in turn produce an immense 
amount of gas to the ton of coal. As the 
Attorney-General explained. coal from Lane­
field in the Ipswich district produces a high 
percentage of gas. That coal is more or less 
sent to the Brisbane and South Brisbane Gas 
Companies to make gas for distribution in 
their respective areas. If we go up the coast 
we find that in my district, the Maryborough 
district, we h'we a supply of coal almost 
equal in gas-producing quality to that of the 
Tps1Yich district. Tests that have been made 
have shown that it can produce gas ranging 
up to 17,000 cubic feet from each ton of coal. 
That is a very high percentage, nevertheless 
it is not in the same class for gas-producing 
pm·poses ns coal from the Newcastle area. 
If the 'l'ownsville Gas Company uses conl 
that produces less gas per ton than Maitland 
coal the people of Townsville will haYe to 
pay more for their gns. The Townsville com­
pany is no different from any other company 
that sets out to make profits by serving 
communities with the amenities of life. 

The Gladstone meatworks took up a similar 
attitude to the Townsville Gas Company am1 
said it would get supplies of coal only from 
Newcastle. Today it is compelled to take 

our coal nnd after ha\'iug used it at its 'sork' 
110\Y prefer it to Newcastle coal. The Towus­
ville Gas Company is today getting a supply 
of coal from 1\ ewcastle that is to its liking 
but it nwv be neccssarv nt SOIHC fntelc':' tcnw 
to make jll'ovision for·~ the esLtl,\islnnc·n1 of 
local eoal depots on the Queensland coast. 
My own district could rclie\'C the people of 
'l'OIYllsville by sending its coal there for the 
purpose of testing. In fact, th';lt lws been 
done previously. We have supph_ed coal for 
gas-making purposes from Gymp1e to Rock· 
hmnpton. That is our regular run. 

We introducell the Gas Act with a view to 
stabilising gas companies throughout_ the 
Rtnte, :o that they mibht be able to g1ve a 
servic-e to the connnl1HitY. Uns l'cfcn_'lS \\'"ere 
appointe<1 to det~rminc ·the pfie,, to he paid 
for gas in certain loc:,n litiL'S, and. <l J :t _result 
\Ye arc to(1ay giving an cxel·lle:lt .·,L'n-ltC' to 
the people along tlw eoa,;t;,) klt. ; ]i;l<[ 

that in mv area-and 1t is no cliffernnt from 
,,nv other" area-the greatest difficulty is to 
fiu.cl the raw material~ or pipes 
<·on,·cy the gas to the respcct.in_:­
lf we \\·ere ahlc to get the p1pes ncrecsary to 
meet the requirements in JI.Iaryborough alone, 
\n~ shoul<1 l~cCiuirc a tn~mc!Hlous amouut moru 
<'~oal for the~ production of gas, aml that. 
11·oul<l apply generally to all the co.1stal lwlt. 

\Ve were privileged to meet so!ll<' nf ~l!e 
members of the Parliamentary dl'legatwn 
that eamc out from En~:land antl I was 
impresse<l by the remarks _made by l\fr. llavis, 
n memllcr of that rlclegabon, who \\'as a eoal­
lniner representing a eo~l-n1ining in·lu~try. 
He spoke of the progress made by g''" com, 
J anics in England. 

The CHAIR3L\X: Order! I thinli: the 
!ton. member is getting away from the vote. 

llr. ]•'.lRRELJJ: I am still on the gas; 
I want to make m:v point. In the Old Cmmtry 
theY established thpir gas plants at the mmes 
antl cmwev it to the big cities hy means of 
pipes. Th~t cannot be done here, consequently 
we have to carry the coal to those areas 
it is desired to supply. 

I feel sure that the time will come ll'hen 
Townsvillc ancl other places will ha,·e to use 
Queensland coal for the proc1uction of gas, 
mHl I feel sure we shnll lJe able to m"<'t the 
demands of the gas compnnics. RecentlY 
inquiries \\'ere mat1e in my 0\Yn area for coal 
for gas production ontsitle :he ~tnte ·~ i\ t 
the present time o:u coal IS bem';· c<•o;terl 
to see wlwthcr it \nll meet the reqnn·emPnts 
of the people who want to buy it. 

The CHAIRlUAN: Orcler! 

::\Ir. F ARRELL: I feel that the Gas 
Referee has done an excellent ioh in his 
~i!ministration of the Act. To the hest of 
his abilitv he has met the demands on his 
services. · The Uovernment are doing every· 
thing thev possibly can so that t~1C ]ll'O?le 
mav receive this verv desirable amemty, wlnch 
is ~1irectly obtained" from our coal. 

Vote (The Gas Acts, 1916 to 1933) agreed 
to. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

Hon. W. l'OWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public Works) (7.5l! p.nL): I moYe-

'' That £65,501 be granteu for 'r,ocal 
Goycrnment.' '' 

This appropriation is requiTed to meet 
salaries anu contingencies of the Local 
GoYernment Brand1 and expenses of the 
corporation of the Director of Local Goycrn­
mcnt, Thursday I slancl. 

It will be noted that the appropriation for 
the financial year 1847-48 is £18,658 in exress 
of the proyision for 1946-4 7. The salary 
items show an increase of £3,663 occasioned 
by the engagement of additional technical 
staff in the 'rown Water Supply and Sewerage 
Section. 

An a(lditional sum of £9,255 is required for 
restoration work at Thursday Islanrl. 

:!\taintenance of essential serYices at T!mrs­
day Island requires an increased pro,·ision of 
£1,500 and the balance of tho increased appro­
priation makes provision for the purchase of 
,construction plant and tools. 

The Director of Local GoYernment, Mr. 
Chutcr, retires at the end of the year. Mr. 
Chuter has given many years of Yaluable 
senice to the department and during the time 
he has held the position of Director of Local 
Government he has been a great help to the 
local authorities throughout Queensland. I 
take this opportunity of paying tribute to 
Mr. Chuter. During his years of service to 
the Government and particulaTly during the 
time hQ has been Director of Local Govern­
ment he has done his w01·k in the interest of 
the State and local authorities with credit to 
himself. It is with regret that we lose the 
son-ices of Mr. Chuter hut in accordance with 
the ]H"ovisions of the Public Service Act, as 
Mr. Chuter has gone over the retiring age, he 
automatically finishes his service with the 
Govermnent on 31 December next. I regret 
that Mr. Clmter has to go but like everyone 
else he has grown old in his job and now 
has to vacate it to make room for a younger 
man. It will be very difficult to fill his 
position but I suppose that as one man 
passes on there is always another to take his 
place. 

At the present time Thursday Island is a 
section of the Department of Local Govern­
ment and we haYe an officer in control there, 
his powers being delegated to him by Mr. 
Chuter, but I belieYe the time is ripe for 
considering the restoration of local govern­
ment to the islaml. As I said previously, a 
valuer ·will be going there early in January 
to inwstigate the position and make a valu­
ation of the property, in fact generally to 
review the whole position and after the 
valuation is made and a report submitted to 
~me as Minister the restoration of local 
g'm-crnment to the island will be considered 
by the Government. If we feel that it can 
Le restored and run economically the Govern­
ment will take that course. 

3Ir. LITCKINS (Maree) (8.3 p.m.) : I am 
yery sorry to hear of the pending retirement 
of Mr. Chuter. I ]mow that hon. members on 

both siiles \l"ill regret the termination of his 
occupancy of the position as Director of 
Local Govc1·mucut. Mr. Chuter has clone a 
splendid joh for Queensland. He is one of 
the most outstanding personalities in local­
government a(iairs and I am sure the Govern­
ment will feel the loss of his services. How­
ever, we can only wish him well in the years 
to come but I am sure he will be of great 
help to the local authorities of Queensland in 
an advisory capacity, especially those desiring 
adYice from the legal angle. Very few men 
in Queensland arc qualified in local-govern­
ment law and affairs. I hope the department 
has a man of the capabilities of Mr. Chuter 
to follow in his footsteps. Mr. Chuter 's 
name will long be remembered in Queensland 
&nd for a monument to l1im one need 
only look at the local authorities themselves. 

I am pleased to henr the Minister mention 
that the laws as to the subdivision of land 
by local authority, more particularly those of 
the Brisbane City Council, which is under a 
separate Act of Parliament, will be looked 
into. If members of the Committee will cast 
their memories back a few years they will 
realise, as I say now openly and frankly, that 
land -owners in the early days did take 
adnmtagc wlJen subdividing their land of 
leaving the local authorities to construct the 
roads and footpaths at the cost of the 
ra tcpayers. In the course of time the law 
was altered and to some extent reversed; the 
property-owner had to provide the footpaths 
and roads. That was a very good law up to 
a point but today we find that land-owners 
arc confronted with a difficulty. 

\life had an experience of the harshness of 
this provision in Brisbane. I know that at 
Chermside a property is aYailable for sub­
dh-ision but the owner cannot bear the impost 
of the coot of roads, footpaths and chan· 
nelling. 

)Ir. Power: They put it onto the State 
Housing Commission, too. 

ltir. LUCKINS: We must be fair and 
reasonable in these things. We must recognise 
what the early pioneers have done, people who 
bought an acre or two and who now find that 
with the growth of the city it is imperative 
that the land be suhdiYided into building blocks 
but cannot afford the cost imposed by the 
provision to which I refer. I am pleased that 
the Minister intends looking into the matter 
\Vith a view to easing the situation. The land 
is required so thnt people may settle close to 
transport, water, electricity, and other facili­
ties. At present, because of the inability of 
land owners to subdivide their areas, potential 
home-buildero are forced further out and 
away from these facilities and amenities. I 
kno-\v that land is available at Chermsi,de and 
other suburbs that could be subdivided if some 
relief eould be given in connection with chan­
nelling and roads. It seems unrerrsona ble to 
insist upon bitumen roads, concrete footpaths 
and channelling in new subdivisions ':'h.en 
adjacPnt to the area none of these amemtles 
is proYided. 

In conclusion let me sav that as one who 
has been a m~mber of the Brisbane City 
Council for a number of years, I do not agree 
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with the policy of the present administration 
in imposing such high costs on land -owners 
who wish to subdivide. 

lUr. KEYATTA (Townsv!lle) S.9 p.m.): 
At the outset I wish to express regret at the 
coming retirement of Mr. Chuter after long, 
faithful and loyal service to the State. He 
V\as a friend to all. His advice was always 
sound and it is with regret that I say to him, 
''An rcvoir! your work was well done. We 
hope you will not be forgotton. One consoling 
feature is that work well done is a monument 
to sound reasoning, common sense and loyal 
service to the State.'' 

I renlise the difficulties the department 
has to meet in the administration of such a 
huge undertaking as local govenunent. I 
know the capacity of the Minister and I 
lmow that hu is supported in his work by 
loyal officers. 

I want pm·ticularly to refer to the charges 
made bv local authorities for the installation 
of meters and the charge for testing meters. 
If you have any doubt as to the correctness 
of your water meter the onus is on you to 
have the meter tested. If the meter is found 
to be conect you have to forfeit a sum vf 
money, I think either 10s. or £1. As a 
member of the Townsville City CouncH and 
a member of the Water and Electric Light 
Committee of the council I know that many 
metms plny all sorts of tl·icks. I knovr that 
meters are sensitive instruments an<l I know 
that the very nature of the ware~·--.. its hm·d· 
ness or its corrosiveness-can affeet t~1em. 
I think it nn unfair imposition upon tl:e 
householder to have to pny for the tcst~ng of 
his meter. He has to make applicntion in 
the first place to have his meter tested and 
sometimes has to wait a long while befa1·e 
it is tested. I maintain that this charge 
should be borne by the local autlwri.Ly. The 
householder has to pay for the wnte1: he us<'g 
and he is entitled to have ::t correct met<lr. 
It is the duty of the local council to see tlw.t. 
meters are in order. They should be tested 
regulaTly and I am making this appeal to 
the Minister in order that something alO'lg' 
those lines might be done. Man.'" ancmalies, 
difficulties, and hardships on householders 
lmY<l occurred in the measun:mcnt of ''at er 
by meters. There have hecn cases "·hoe a 
person with an excellent garden uses a normal 
amount of water but his meter registers less 
than his neighbour's, who has no garden. I 
hope the Minister >Yill take note of my request 
and grasp the significance of it, because 
charges for watCT can be heavy. 

I compliment the Minister on his adminis­
tration and on the zeal he hns shown in the 
short time he has held thnt office. He has 
done remarkably well and is following in 
the footsteps of his predeeessor who adminis· 
tered the Department of Public W arks quite 
well. 

Hon. H. A. RRITC}~ (The 'l'n.bleland-· 
8ectetary for Public Instruction) (8.14 p.m.): 
I do not know verv much about the blocks 
of land at Chermside but I belie>-e that on 
the big blocks the State has taken over, the 
local authority forced it to put in roads, 

>mter channels, and footpaths. I think the 
council should at least pay half the cost of 
that work. 

At 8.15 p.m., 

Mr. DEVRIES (Gregory) relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

:Ill'. BRUCE: I rose more particularly 
to pay my respects to Mr. Chuter. He l~as 
been for 49 vears in the Government servtce 
mul during the time I have associated with 
him as Minister in charge of the department 
I know that local authorities antl imlivitluals 
throughout the length and breacltlt of the 
State sought his advice and information on 
local-authority matters. I clo not suppose 
that there is any member of a local authonty 
who has not ha<l some advice from him and. 
l am sure that it was splendid acl,-ice freely 
gi\'Cll. One of his most recent achieven;e;1ts 
took place just before I vacated the position 
of Secretary for Public 'N orks. 'rhe members 
of the l\lulgraye Shire Council and the Cairns 
Citv Council were unable to agree about a 
water supply but ::\h'. Chuter took the matter 
in hall(] on their behalf aml >Yithin ~4 hours 
it hacl been amicably acljustecl. 

lUr. Brand: He was very clever in com­
posing their diffeTences. 

.:ur. BRUCE: There was a touch of 
sadness in what the hon. member for Towns­
ville had to say about l\lr. Chuter, suggesting 
perhaps that lte was passing away, but Mr_ 
Chuter is YCTJ fit nncl ,-ery well and although 
he has given the Government information an<l 
advice as a public servant I am sure that 
there would be many local authorities who 
would be happy to pay him a good fee for 
his ach-ice after he leaves the service. 
Although the Public Service Act decrees that 
Mr. Clmter must now retire from the Public 
Service I think we shall haYe him >vith us 
for many :·ears yet, and although he may 
not get as mueh money after he retires-and 
I only say he may not-ns he now gets in the 
service, he certainly will not have to work as 
hard as he does as a public servant. I really 
think thnt he >vill get quite good money in 
any sphere in which he serves .and he will 
get it more easily thnn he got it as a public 
son·ant. 

ltir. Kerr: What will he hold himself out 
as'l 

Mr. RRUCE: I do not believe in long 
technical terms. I said that anv local nutho· 
Tity would be prepared to pay 1rr. Chuter for 
his ndvice. I am not reflecting upon any 
local authority when I say thnt quite a number 
of them have benefited from his arlviee. 
(Hcnr, henr!) And quite a number past and 
present would have benefited very much inrlcerl 
harl they hnrl his advice. Thonsnnrls of 
pounds ,\·oulrl have been savecl to the Gm·ern­
ment if the whole of the local nuthorities har1 
been under Charlie Chuter. · 

lUr. AIKEXS (Mundingburra) (3.19 
p.m.): I want to pay my tribute to the work 
of the Director of I .. ocal Govemment, :\11'. 
Chuter. I think his place will be partienlarlv 
difficult to fill. He hns been a tower of 
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strength and a fount of wisdom to many 
loeal authorities throughout the State, and 1 
sineerc•ly regret his passing from the public 
service of Queensland. 

I first came in contact with Mr. Charlie 
Chutl·1· "·hen he stood almost alone, si<1e by 
side with that courageous woman, Sister 
Elizaheth Kenny, in fighting the ignoraner· 
anc1 a1·arice of the medical profession. It 
was my pleasure indeed to go down to see 
Sister Elizabeth Kenny at Lennon 's TTot"l 
quite recently and to know that she \\as on 
top of the \\'Orlcl despite the fact that tlH' 
litt lr yelping poodles "of the medical profes· 
sion in Queensland were still bnrkin." :m·l 
sniyelling ronnel her heels. ·' 

Chal'lie Chuter will take into his retirement 
the knowledge, irrespectiYe of what he has 
done for local authorities-and he has done 
mueh for them-that the greatest tribute one 
could pay him is in res'j)ect of the fight he put 
up, and almost a lone fight at first for one of 
the greatest Queenslanders who ever lived 
Sistpr Elizabeth Kenny. ' 

I know there are many who will be glad 
to see Cbarlie Chuter passing from the .Public 
Senice because many regret the day that he 
was ever a member of the Public Service. It 
1vas because he was a member of the Public 
Service, and an honest and respected member 
of the Public Service, that he was able to do 
so much for the courageous fighter who devoted 
all her life to the interests of little crippled 
children, not only in Queensland and Aus­
tralia, but the whole world. It is to be 
regretted that such a woman left Queensland 
today almost without a sigh, except for the 
very fine a·rticle in the ''Courier· Mail'' and 
the \Yell-wishes of her many friends. 'l'here 
:are many members of the medical profession 
who \Yere only too glad to see her go. They 
know that once they get hor out of the road 
they can batten and fatten on the parents of 
·children who are unfortunate enough to 
attra'et the dread disease of infantile 
11aralysis. They will be able to bleed every 
penny from these parents by prescribing some 
useless treatment for these unfortunate child­
ren, then when the parents' money is 
exhausted they will strap them in irons 
splints, and braces that would make Torque: 
mada blush with envy. 

It was men like G"harles C'huter who first 
realised the significance and worth of Sister 
Kenny and her treatment. The greatest 
tribute the State will ever be able to pay to 
Charles Chuter '"ill be to place on record the 
magnificent work he did in fighting for the 
recognition of a \Yoman that I and hundreds 
Qf other decent Queenslanders ha've been par­
tieularly proud to know. I know that the 
friendship I formed with Charles Chuter in 
those troublous days will last with me while 
I live and while Charles Chuter lives. He 
iakes with him, wherever he goes, my fondcst 
and best 1vishes for happiness, prosperity, 
and long life. 

After having paid my small tribute to the 
·excellent work of Cha'rles Chuter, I just want 
to touch on a little matter coneerning local 
:authorities. His appointment to the hign 
. ofllce of Director of Local Government did 

much to smoqth out tJw difficulties con­
fronting local authorities from time to time. 
It. at least gaYe the local authorities a 
liaison officer through whom they could work 
with the various other Government depart· 
ments. Unfortunately, some Government 
departments are particularly difl:icult to 
work with. I rise tonight in an attempt to 
mention the TownsyiJle City Council and its 
efforts to deal with health matters. The 
Townsville City Council carries a bigger staff 
of health inspectors, proportionately, tha'n 
any other city in Queensland. Although our 
population is, ronghly, 30,000 we cany a chief 
city health ins·pector, two fully qualified hea'lth 
inspectors, and t\YO post·\Yar rehabilitation 
lJcalth-inspector trainees. Therefore, we carry 
five health inRpcctors for a popuia tion of 
il.5,000 people. If Brisbane carried a pro· 
portionatc number of health inspectors as 
'l'mYnsville, it 1vould carry nearly tweh·e times 
that number, namely, 35 health inspectors and 
23 trainee inspectors. Instead we hm·e tho 
Brisbane City Council, I understand, battling 
along with 15 health and assistant health 
inspectors. 

The point I 1vant to make is that for some 
time the Health department of the Towns­
ville City Council was· iwt qu_ite satisfied w.ith 
the way its health department was bemg 
run in so far as tlw allocation of the 
inspectors' work was concerned. We were quite 
satisfied with the city Health Inspector, and 
we hold him in the highest regard. We know 
he is a health officer of the highest rank­
ing, and we find no fault whatever with his 
work. 

But we did disagree with him on the alloca· 
tion of the work of the health inspectors 
under his <·ontrol. So, with the knowledge 
and consent of the chairman and members of 
the health committee of the Townsville City 
Council, I approached Dr. Coffey, who was then 
the Acting Director-General of Health and 
Medical Services in Queensland, and Mr. 
0 'Shea of the Health Department, and I 
aske·d them whether, if the Townsville City 
Council required the Health Department at 
any time to send an officer of the State Health 
Department to Townsville to assist us in re­
organising ancl working out what might be 
termed a roster for the health inspectors, would 
they do so. Our city inspector \YaS then quite 
satisfied with the work his health insncctors 
were doing, but we were not sati~fied. We dis­
agreed with him only on that pomt. We had 
no idea wlwt might constit·ute a day's work 
for a health inspector, but we felt as mem· 
bers of the health committee-and our feel­
ings were shared by every othe-r alderman­
that our health inspectors were not being used 
to the best advantage. We disagreed with 
our city inspector on that point only. Con­
sequently I asked Dr. Coffev and Mr. 0 'She.a 
whether, if the 'l'mvnsville City Council 
expre;;scd the desi•re by open resolution-we 
rlid not want to do anything by hole-and­
··orner means-they make a State Health 
.Denartment officer available to assist us to 
reorganise our health department. They pro­
mised that they would. We think that is one 
of the functions of the Health Department . 
It controls our health offic&rs. We cannot 
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"ppoint them without the O.K. from the State 
Jl ealth Department. We cannot dismiss 
them or disrate them without the approval 
of the State Hea)th Department. Conse­
'Jnently, as the State Health Department holds 
the right of life and death over council health 
officers and because of the facu that many 
health officers believe that the council existed 
only to pay thei•r salaries and they believed 
that no matter what they did they could not 
be dismissed, because the Health Department 
IYOUld protect them against the COUncn We 
thought it only reasonable that the H~alth 
nepartment should play its part and send an 
officer to assist us to reorganise our health 
flepartment. So at a meeting of the Towns­
' ille City Council a resolution was passed­
quite openly it was passed-asking that a 
State health officer be sent to Townsville to 
assist the Townsville City Council in a •reor­
ganisation of its health department. 
Rtrangely enough, the Government refused our 
rpquest. I do not know why. Probably 
because it was made just prior to the elec­
tion. They refused our request and wrote to 
sn~· t·hat they thought we should be able to 
eontrol our own bealth department. We feel 
"·p are competent to control our own health 
department, but where a point of difference 
existed between the health committee and its 
own eity inspector with regard to the working 
of these health inspectors the least thing the 
St·nte department could have done was to 
send an officer to Townsville, as Dr. Coffcy 
1•rnmised me he would. 

At 8.28 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAK resumed the chair. 

Jir. AIKENS: Since that !'equest was 
made and refused-and I understand it was 
'l Cabinet refusal; I understand the State 
Health Department submitted it to Cabinet 
~md Cabinet in its . wisdom or unwisdom 
rl.ecilled not to make a State Health officer 
"'"fiilable to the Townsville City Council for 
tins purpose-we have been able to convince 
the city inspecto'r that all was not right in his 
own department in that particular regard. 
On one occasion one of our health officers was 
seen at the bowling green for a couple of 
hours one afternoon and an inquiry was held 
l)y the health committee of the Townsville 
City Council and th(\1 city inspector was 
present; and what transpired at that meet· 
ing of the health committee when the health 
inspector was asked to explain his presence 
:~t the bowling green was very illuminating 
to the city inspector himself, and I think 
now ·he sees eye to eye with the health com­
mittee of the Townsville City Council: and 
he has with our approval and consent 
introduced a roster system that is giving us 
the fullest co-operation and collaboration. 

But had it not been for the incident, when 
one of our health inspectors was at the 
howling green one afternoon when everyone 
thought he was working, we should still have 
been at variance with our city inspector over 
the working of the four inspectors under his 
control. 

I believe that if any city council or other 
loeal authority in the State writes and asks 
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any State department to make an officer 
available to make an investigation and report 
in order to facilitate the work of that local 
authority, the least the State department 
could do is to make a man available. I make 
no apology for saying that many health 
inspectors throughout this State treat the 
aldermen of a city council or the local 
authority for which they work with contempt. 
They adopt the attitude that they cannot be 
dismissed or punished without the full 
approval of the State Health Department, 
nnd they take no notice of what they con­
sider the local bumbles or the country 
bumpkins. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would 
remind the hon. member that that section is 
under the Department· of Health and Home 
Affairs and there is no provision for it under 
this vote. 

1Ur. AIKENS: Every local authority has 
its own health department, and I am dealing 
with the health department of the Townsville 
City Council and of every other city council. 

The CHAIRJIAN: Order! I would point 
out that any representation made to the 
Department of Health and Home Affairs is 
not necessarily passed to the Department of 
Local Government in the Department of 
Public Works. 

.JUr .• HKENS: If I was to ~;peak on .the 
Health Department vote concerning the health 
department of the 'l'ownsville City Council, 
you would probably rule that the Townsville 
Citv Council came under the Department of 
Pn iJlic Works. So you would get me coming 
and going. 

Tile CHAIR!IIAN: Order! 

JUr. AIKENS: How'ever, I have said 
what I iutencletl to say. I cannot understand 
the inlrieatc· interlacing of the various depa:rt~ 
mcnts, how the;· :ue interlaced like leaves and 
twigs on a tree. I know you do your honest 
best to see the daylight through the foliage. I 
rose to deal with the health department of 
the Townsville City Council, and the fair and 
reasonable request we made to the Department 
of Health in Brisbane to send an officer to 
the Townsville City Council to settle a differ­
ence of opinion between our city inspector 
nm! the health committee of the Townsville 
City Council, of which I am a member, and 
after Dr. Coffey hacl promised in all good 
faith that he would make an officer available 
Cnbinet for some reason known only to itself 
and its God refused the application. 

JUr. KER.R (Oxley) (8.33 p.m.): I cannot 
let this occasion pass without paying my 
simple tribute to the Director of Local 
Government. Mr. Chuter has been an out­
standing public servant and his services have 
been very valuable to the State. When he 
retires his memory will be held dear by many 
people, not only hon. members in this 
Chamber but throughout the State of Queens­
land. He has left his mark on our affairs, 
am1 we wish him all happiness in his retire­
ment, which we hope will be long. 
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I understand that recently the hon. member 
for Kenhedy has started a business in the 
city o£ Brisbane, and no doubt with his 
contact with the public realises now that it 
is necessary that something be done in regard 
to the subdivision o£ estates. I dealt with 
this matter in my speech on the Address in 
Reply. The ordinances brought down by the 
Brisbane City Council have to receive the 
approval o£ the Government, and no doubt 
the Govm:nment approved of these ordinances 
in regard to the subdivision of estates in 
the metropolitan area. They are far too 
severe and harsh. They are a long way :from 
the practices that obtained in the olden days 
when all one need do when sub-dividing an 
estate was to dedicate the roads. One could 
run a plough over the ground and one had a 
road. Under the ordinances o£ today a first­
rlaRs road has to be provided in most 
instances, in many instances it has to be 
a. bitumen road and concrete water-channelling 
and in some instances concrete footpaths have 
to be provided. 

. That makes it highly costly to the owner 
or the land and often the expense is :far beyond 
his capacity. I know o£ areas in the Sand­
gate, Toowong, Enoggera, Logan, and Oxley 
electorates waiting to be subdivided but the 
owners cannot possibly go on with the work 
because of this strict and harsh condition. 
It has to be remembered also that these costs 
are passed on to the buyers of the land. The 
vendor pays for it in the first instance, but 
it is the purchaser who eventually pays for 
the high cost of roads. 

Another feature is that it is driving people 
out of the Greater Brisbane area into the 
Waterford, Cleveland, and other shires out­
side the metropolitan area where they have 
no amenities or facilities whatsoever. When 
these conditions a•re imposed and carried out 
it means that high valuations are placed on 
the allotments and the Brisbane City Council 
levies in perpetuity a high rate for some­
thing towanls whieh it has contributed no 
cost whatsoewr. The purehaser •really pays 
twice. . 

The CHAIRJUAN: Order! Th8 llon. mem­
ber is getting away from the matter before 
the Committee. He is dealing with internal 
matters o£ local government. The question 
before the Committee is general adminis­
tration. 

Mr. KERR: I think I am in order in 
making comparisons and pointing out the 
harshness o£ the existing ordinances. In my 
opinion it is absolutely wrong that any local 
authority should impose these conditions upon 
the people because it levies in perpetuity rates 
on high valuations brought about by some­
thing to which it has not contributPd one 
:farthing. Ra~es are levied primarily to pay 
for such thmgs as roads. Under the 
ordinance to which I refer the purchaser of 
the land pays the cost o£ roads when buying 
the land and then continues to pay for t·he 
roads over an cl over again in his rates. The 
Minister has already hinted that lle intends 
to do something about it and I trusc that in 
his reply he will give us some indication o! 
what he intends to· do. 

Mr. ROBERTS (Nundah) (8.0~ p.m.): I 
cannot allow the remarks just made by the 
hon. member :for Oxley to go unanswered. I 
feel that the statements we have heard tonight 
by way of sympathy with landowners who 
have small pieces of land that they are unable 
to subdivide because of this ordinance do 
not meet the case at all. Personally I have 
every sympathy with the man who has an 
acre or some small area of land and who, 
because of this ordinance, cannot subdivide 
and dispose of it. I feel that it is not foe 
such people that hon. members opposite ha.-e 
risen in this Chamber this afternoon and 
this evening but that at the back of their 
minds they are more concerned with the big 
landowners than the holders of small areas. 

I feel that the hon. member is being unjust 
when he places the responsibility for this 
ordinance upon the Government. Much as I 
dislike doing it, I do rise to commend the 
present city administration for that ordinance. 

The people :for whom the Opposition are 
concerned are those who have in the past 
macle a business of purchasing land in out­
lying districts and taking an interest in local­
government affairs and getting on to local­
government organisations in order to get 
transport :facilities to this land and selJing at 
exorbitant prices the land they have bought 
for a song, heaving it to the local authorities 
to put down bitumen roads, water tabling, 
and footpaths, and later water and other 
amenities into the district. I :feel that the 
Brisbane City Council-and I have said I 
(lislike saying anything in its favour, because 
I know in many respects it has fallen down 
on its job-in safeguarding the public of 
Brisbane against these sharks, has been doing 
nn excellent job. 

What has been the history of Brisbane in 
the past~ Whole estates have been bought 
up at a mere pittance by people who are 
represented by hon. members on the other side 
of the Chamber and as soon as they have bee11 
able to get the tramline or a bus service or 
a railway line into the vicinity they have bP<''' 
able to subdivide and sell to the unsuspecting 
pnblic. \Vhat about the unsuspecting publie 
IYho hnYe bought these allotments~ 

'fhe CHAIR~IAN: I think the hon. mem­
ber is widening the debate. I have alrearlY 
pointed out that the internal workings of 
any local authority do not come within the 
ambit of this vote. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I do not propos\:' to 
widE'n the debate, but at the same time I 
think that these allegations should hr• 
answered. The ordinances with which I am 
dealing had to be approved of by the Govern­
ment and so the matter would come nnrler 
the administration of local government, the 
Yote with which we are dealing. 

We can see in and around Brisbane, in 
localities settled :foor many years-and I can 
take hon. members down to Pinkenba in the 
Nundah electorate and show them some-areas 
where people have been living for 50 and 60 
Years and where there is not one chain of 
~Yater-tabling. Anybody who goes to ?ur 
housing estates ancl sees the new homes gomg 
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up supplied with bitumen roads, water chan­
nelling, and other things must commend the 
Drisbane City Council for putting these 
ordinances into effect. 

With other members of the Committee, 
although I have not known Mr. Chuter for 
a long time, I should like to place on record 
my appreciation of the work he has clone in 
his job, which he filled with great advantage 
to the State and honour to himself. 

Mr. S~IITH (Carpentaria) (8.44 p.m.) : 
Before making a few remarks on local­
.uuthority affairs I also wish to identify my­
self with the tribute that has been paid to 
Mr. Charles Chuter. I knew him first when 
he was in the Department of Health aJHl 

Home Affairs and I think we can connect 
Mr. Chuter with the wonderful hospital 
organisation we have in this State today. If 
it were not for men such as the hon. members 
for Aubigny and Dalby, I think our base 
110spitals in the western part of the State 
~1\'ould be far more advanced than they are 
at the present time. 

I remember when Mr. Chuter ~was given the 
task of organising base hospitals in places 
like Charleville, Longreach, Cloncurry and 
other western idistriuts he was met with 
extreme hostility by members of local authori­
ties like the hon. member for Aubigny and the 
·hon. member for Dalby. These lor;al authori­
ties consisted of graziers and they were afrai<:l 
that the construction of base hospitals in 
western towns would mean perhaps an extra 
farthing in the pound on their rates. If they 
had given Mr. Chuter the co-operation they 
. appear to offer today, when hospitals are no 
longer a charge upon local authorities, the 
hospital position in the far West would have 
been even better than it is now. Realising that 
today the financial responsibility in connection 
with hospitals devolves upon the Government 
alone, hon. members opposite are demanding 
i1mt an extensive hospital-building programme 
be carried out in the western areas but as I 
said before, if they had given Mr. Chuter the 
co-operation they pretend to give today at a 
time when the Government were responsible 
for 60 per cent. and later 75 per cent. of the 
difference between hospital receipts and expen­
diture, there would have been an even better 
hospital service in the western areas than we 
have today. I quite well remember the hostil­
ity shown to Mr. Chuter by members of local 
authorities in the far West, graziers of course 
and of a type similar to the hon. member for 
Aubigny. 

It was fortunate indeed that Cabinet decide.U 
that Mr. Chuter shouhl act as adviser to the 
local authorities, and in this sphere he has 
given a splendid service. He has given a splen­
did service indeed in his battle with the back­
\Yard children of the West like the hon. mem­
ber far Aubigny because there is yet hope that 
they will become useful citizens of the State. 
The work of Mr. Chuter in the local-authority 
aTena and in connection with hospitals in 
particular will live as a monument to his 
memory. I wish him well in the future. I 
agree with the Secretary for Public Instruc­
tion that local authorities would be well 
a c1 vi sed to seek his services if they are not 

available to the Government in some way or 
other after he retires fTom the P,ublic Service 
on 31 December next. 

During the debate a comparison has been 
made between subsidies granted to local 
authorities in the country and the subsidies 
granted to the Brisbane City Council. I have 
seven local authorities iri my electorate and 
you can imagine the pos_ition I was in_ on 
visiting each in turn a.t theu monthly meetmgs 
and explaining to them that the western 
areas got a greater share of' loan~ subsidy 
from the Government than the Brisbane City 
Council did. 

It was very fortunate that the Pr~mier on 
bis recent visit to the western areas mcluded 
Cloncurry in his itiner~rY· A. deputati.on 
from the shire council there waited on him 
and members of that deputation complail::ed 
bitterly of the ti·eatment it had received With 
respect to the amount of subsidy-l~an money 
received for local-authority work compared 
with that received by the Bris~ane. City 
Council. On the return of the Premier to 
Brisbane he went fully into the matter. It 
was not long before he outlined f~lly what 
loan-subsidies had been made ava1lable to 
western shires. The information, which I 
will read, includes not only the C~oncurry 
Shire Council but every local authonty out­
side the metropolitan area. At o~e tiro~ I 
must confess that I was under the Impression 
that Brisbane got a better d~al ,than count:y 
local authorities. The Premier s letter Will 
enlighten hon. niembers as to just how O?-t­
side local authorities fared as compared with 
the metropolitan area . 

Mr. Muller interjected. 

lUr. SMITH: I will not waste my .time 
dealing with the hon. mem~er for Fassifern. 
He is one of the most consistent belly-achers 
concerning the treatment meted out by the 
Government to the metropolitan area as com­
pared with outside areas. The letter I propose 
to read will be printed in '' Hansard.'' I 
send many copies of '' Hansa_rd'' to rr:Y 
electors, who at all times are mterested. m 
what the Government have done and are domg 
for the north-western part of the State 
particularly, compared with 1vhat they are 
doing for Brisbane. 

Mr. 1Uuller again interject3d. 

i'Ur. SlUITH: There are pastoralists in 
that area who have submitted to what hon. 
members opposite call the iniquitous buffalo­
fly tax. I remember that the hon. member, 
contended that that tax should be borne by 
the pastoralists in the Gulf area only ~nd 
not by every cattle-owner, not~thst~ndmg, 
that these poor unfortunate graziers m the 
Gulf country not only lost revenue from the 
ravages of the buffalo-fly but had to put up 
with the many difficulties associated With the 
spraying of their cattle. We have a typ~ . of 
grazier there who are he-men, men of abihty 
and integrity. 

The letter from the Premier reads-
'' With reference to your representations 

relative to the question raised by the. depu­
tation from the Council of the Shire; of 
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C'loncuny which waited on you at Cion­
curry on the 26th July, 1946, regarding 
the rate of subsidies prayable to Local 
Authorities, I desire to inform you that it 
is noted that the notes of the deputation 
refer to a subsidy rate of 33i'r per cent. 
for general works in Brisbane, as compared 
with 15 per cent. at Cloncurry. The subsidy 
rate applicable to general works carried 
out by the Brisbane City Council is, how­
ever, 1 7-:! per cent., in accordance with the 
approved subsidy scheme.'' 

It. will be seen that the subsidy granted to 
the local authorities in the western areas was 
greater than that granted in the metropolitan 
area. 

I found, not only as a member for many 
years of the Cloncurry Shire Council but from 
my travels through my electorate, that a 
particular type of councillor on these local 
authorities who does not represent the people 
so much as the vast pastoral interests of 
southern or overseas companies, of which he 
is their local manager, is averse at all times 
to any proposal for amenities or benefits for 
a section of the people in a particula1· area. 

On the public platform and by address to 
the local authorty, I have asked local 
authority men to take advantage of the 
reasonable subsidy moneys available to them 
through the State Labour Government, and 
I have found it very hard to overcome' the 
hostility to spending public moneys in these 
areas, but I am glad to be able to say that 
over a period of time I ha vc convinced these 
men that this money is a vailabk for the 
purpose of local authority work. 

At 8.56 p.m., 

Mr. H!ILTON (Camarvon) rclipved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

1\'Ir. SMITH: I have convinced my seven 
local authorities, and I do not think any 
hon. member has half as many in his elec­
torate. For the financial year 1947-48 the 
works programme for the local authmities 
in my area to be defrayed from loan and 
subsidy moneys represe,nts a sum of £77,154. 
This amount has been allocated to these local 
authorities through the loan and subsidy 
scheme' provided by the Government. 

Certain individuals on these local authori­
ties said, '' \Vhy carry out the Governme,nt 
regulations? \Ve have no time to fill in the 
forms that the Government department 
wants. vVe cannot afford to pay a fully 
quali~ed engineer to carry out this work, so 
that 1t can be submitted to the Loan Coun­
cil through the Co-ordinator-General.'' Year 
after year they have waived this method of 
raising funds for the work nrcessary for the 
shire council. 

I will read out a list of works that are 
to bc carried out in the Cloncurry shire, 
which is spending approximately £56 000 
this year. It is only since thB people ~vho 
represent the Australian Labour Party and 
sympathisers with the Labour Government 

have taken control of these local authorities 
that the people in those areas are getting 
any benefit. The following is the list of 
works:-

Cloncurry swimming pool 
Purchase of road-making plant 
Erection of houses at C!oncurry 

and Mount Isa .. 
Cemetery road 
Kerbing and channelling, Cion­

curry 
Improvements to Cloncurry Recrea­

tion :Reserve 
Street beautification, C!oncutry .. 
Cion curry park and children's 

playground 
Esplanade improvements, Mount 

I sa 
Kerbing and channei!ing, Mount 

I sa 
Da;jarra township improvements 
Dajarra aerodrome 
Homes for invalid and old-age 

pensioners, Cloncurry and Mount 
I sa 

Water supply improvements 

£ 
12,000 

5,000 

20,000 
754 

2,500 

3,185 
510 

1,500 

3,()10 

2,494 
1,500 
1,000 

3,600 
6,40() 

'rhose are some of the main items that arc 
going to be a benefit to the people of that 
shire. After much agitation they have agreed 
to take advantage of the loan and subsidy 
money made available by the State Labour 
Government. These things are worth men­
tioning, because the Opposition are always 
saying that the Gownnncnt are not helping 
the people in the vVest and North-west. 1f 
the local-authority members will do the job 
they are there to do and carry out the by-laws 
of the local authoritY as far as loan-subsidv 
money is concerned, ·money will be availabl·o 
for the benefit of the people they represent. 

Recently I spoke in the Committee about 
the fact that local authorities had to con­
struct aerodromes in the western part of this 
State, or for that matter anywhere. I made 
a statement that because Civil Aviation 
officials stated that the local authority in a 
particular area was not carrying out· main­
tenance on an aerodrome that aerodrome was 
closed to the public of that district and also 
to the Flying Doctor Service. My statement 
ll"as made on Thursday and in the Brisbane 
"Courier-Mail" of Saturday, 15 Novembe1·, 
it was reported that some Civil Aviation 
person, one of those Commonwealth bureau· 
crats, one of those leeches that hang to the 
Federal Labour Government, gave out this 
statement-

" The official denied claims by Mr. Smith 
(Labour, Carpentaria) in Parliament on 
Thursdav that the Federal attitude was 
'to hell "with the people of the West,' am1 
that the Civil Aviation Department policy 
was to maintain only aerodromes needed for 
regular flying services.'' 

This individual of the Civil Aviation Depart­
ment is again out of step with the Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth. He is an 
official working for the Commonwealth 
Government but the Prime Minister, in a 
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letter to our Premier, says-and this is in 
relation to retaining the McKinlay aerodrome 
used exclusively by the Flying Doctor-

'' The matter of retaining this ground 
has been re-examined in the Department of 
Civil Aviation having due regard to the 
fact that it is the policy of the Common­
wealth Government--'' 

I ask members to remember these words-­
'' to maintain only such places as. are 
necessary as regular landing places or as 
essential emergency landing grounds on 
approved civil air routes.'' 

TI;is individual, this bureaucratic octupus, or 
thrs leech that hangs onto the tail of the 
Federal Government states that that is not 
the policy. He is out of step with the Prime 
Minister when he states-

'' Traffic to some of those closed did not 
warrant the expenditure of public funds in 
keeping them open. Others had not been 
r"?aintained adequately by local authori­
ties.'' 

Why should local authorities maintain aero­
dromes in the western part of this State~ Do 
the ratepayers of the city of Brisbane pay 
for the upkeep of Archerfield aerodrome or the 
Eagle Farm aerodrome? Are the ratepayers 
of the Sydney municipality to pay for the 
eonstruction and upkeep of the £10,000,000 
flying boat and aeroplane base to be built in 
Sydney~ Do the ratepayers of Townsville pay 
for the upkeep of the Garbutt aerodrome or 
the ratepayers of Rockhampton pay for the 
upkeep of the aerodrome there? But the 
people of the West, in order to obtain these 
services, have to pay through their rates to 
the local authority for the aerodromes in the 
western part of the State. Is it fair they 
have to do this W ., 

To prove my remarks on the closure of the 
McKinlay aerodrome I will read from a letter 
written by Mr. McKerrow of Moorooka 
Station, outside McKinlay. He is writing me 
in connection with :m application for a 
utility vehicle for work on his station and 
states among other things-

'' To visit our nearest business centre 
and doctor necessitates a car journey of 
156 miles, and our nearest rail point a trip 
of 116 miles. Furthermore, now that the 
nearest landing strip has been condemned 
we are denied the hitherto available services 
of the Flying Doctor." 

Is it fair that these bureaucrats should 
force the local authorities to maintain the 
aerodrome in that centre when the big aero­
dromes of the cities and closer-settled areas 
are being maintained out of public funds 
raised through the petrol tax, the tax on air­
lines, and so on? Is it fair that these people 
should be denied the services of a Flying 
Doctor by the closure of aerodromes W 

I have now received this letter requesting a 
nermit for a motor vehicle in order that n 
;nan may have access to a doctor for hi~ >vi fc• 
and family because these bureaucrats have 
elosecl the aerodrome and said it was not the 
responsibility of the Department of Ch,il 
Aviation to maintain it for a Flying Doctor 

service. They suggest that it is the responsi­
bility of the local authority. If that is so, 
why should not Eagle Farm and Archedield 
be the responsibility of the Brisbane City 
Council1 'Why should not the maintenance 
of the big aerodromes in Sydney be the 
responsibility of the Sydney City Council, an<1 
the same with. Townsville, Cairns, Rockhamp­
ton, and Mackay ~ 

I shall have more to say about this at :t 
later date, but I repeat that any local autho, 
rity desiring to provide amenities for th(' 
people of its shire can have all the money it 
requires by taking advantage of our reason­
able loan-subsidy scheme, for there is more 
money available· than tl{ey 1vil! be ahlt· to 
use. 

)Jr. BROWN (Buranda) (9.8 p.m.): At 
the outset I wish to pay tribute to ~ir. 
Chuter, with whom I have had dealings since 
as far back as 1924. On every occasion 
his advice on local-gO>'ernment matters ha~ 
been of the highest possible standard ancl 
the State is unfortunate in losing the services 
of such a grand public senant. 

Much has been said about the local govern­
ment of Brisbane and the cutting up of lan<L 
To my mind every speaker has missed the 
real point. An ordinance of the Brisbane 
City Council requires that when land is being 
subdivided roads and concrete water channels 
shall be constructed. I am more concerned 
about the purchaser of the allotment than I 
am about the seller because the purchaser is 
the one who will be building his home :nHl 
living there. It must, be appreciated that if 
the ordinary earth roads and water-tables were 
permissible they would not be the permanent 
levels for a later date. 

A person 1vho buys an allotment of land on 
which to build a home might find that the 
council would come along and raise the road or 
eut it down some three or five or more feet. 
'rhat person >>ould then be either on a hill or 
down in a hollow. I think these points 
should be considered. I know perfectly well 
that if you buy a piece of land and ask the 
council for the permanent levels it must give 
you those levels within six months, but it is 
too late after the person has bought the land 
to find that out. Once concrete water-tabling 
is down you have the permanent level and 
you know what class of house to build on 
your land. I think that is a point wo•rthy 
of consiclemtion because the purchaser of 
the land is the one most concerned. 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-Secretarv 
for Public Works) (9.11 p.m.): For the 
information of the hon. member for Mnn­
cling])urra, let me say tlutt the question of 
health inspectO'rs is a matter for the Depart­
ment of Health and Home Affairs. 

On the question of subdivisions raised by 
the hon. member for Maree, I think there is 
room for thought, particularly in regard to 
small areas of land, say, of one and two 
acres. The local autl1ority compels the owner 
of the 1woperty upon subdivision to put in 
water-tabling, and in addition he may be com­
pelled to lay bitumen roads. All these thingr, 
cost money, and it may not pay the owner 
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of the property to subdivide under those 
terms; the land is left as it is and very little 
use can be made of it by t·he owner. I think 
that sonre consideration could be given to the 
cnsc of small areas of land, and a •reduction 
in the costs of subdivision. 

The question of subdivision of large areas 
n lso is one for consideration. The Depart­
ment of Works and Housing, where it has 
bought large estates, has been compelled by 
t:he Brisbane City Council and other local 
nuthorities to put down water-chahnelling and 
lJitumen •roads: Not only have we been asked 
to put down brtumen roads, but we have been 
asked to put them down extending from 
channel to channel. If one examiries roads in 
t_!Je suburbs of Brisbane laid by the Brisbane 
City Council one will find a strip of bitumen 
down the centre or a strip of Colfix running 
down the centre_ of the road. But a private 
owner subdividing is asked to go to heavy 
expense. I think commonsense should be 
applied to the subdivision of land. We know 
that provision is made whereby an appeal can 
lie against any local authority in regard to 
subdivisions. The matter should be reviewed 
nncl further consideration given, particularly 
to the subdivision of small areas. 

The hon. member for Townsville spoke 
alJOut examination of water met·ers. A similar 
position wrose in the city of Brisbane and we 
find that in the majority of cases water 
mEters have been discarded and are not now 
itl use in the ordinary householder's residence, 
l>ut when they were installed and a house­
holder w~s overcharged fo~ allegedly using 
an cxcessrve anrount of water, he could com­
plain and could ask to have his meter taken 
a IYay and tested. 

If the meter is found to be correct the 
householder is required to pay a fee of 1 Os. 6d. 
hut that was an appeal from Caesar to Caesar. 
I will tnkc the matter np with the Director 
of Local Government to see whether the 
testing of the meters can be carried out by 
mr independent person. There is what is 
termed a creeping meter and it has been 
brought under my notice that if a tap was 
turned on and allowe-d to run for 24 hours 
of the day for each of the 365 days in the 
year there would not flow through the tap the 
quantity of water that the Brisbane City 
Council has in some instances asked house­
holders to pay for. However, when the matter 
was brought under the notice of a senior 
officer of the Brisbane City Council it was 
promptly attended to but, as I say, it is 
an appeal from Caesar to Caesar and 1 think 
that the test should be made by an independ­
ent person. 

I was gla-d to hear the compliments paid to 
Mr. Chuter by hon. members on both sides of 
the Chamber on his splendid work in the 
Public Service. When he retires he can rest 
on his laurels, knowing that he has discharged 
his duties faithfully and well and that his 
work is appreciated not only by me as 
Minister in charge of the department but also 
hy every other member of the Government 
Party. 

Vote (Local GoYernment) agreed to. 

VALUER-GENERAL. 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona.-Secretary 
for Public Works) (9.17 p.m.): I move-

'' That £28,687 he granted for 'Valuer-
General.''' 

The appropriation for this year is £7,178 in 
excess of the amount voted last year. Of the 
increase the sum of £5,428 is necessary to 
meet the salaries of ad.ilitional appointees to 
the staff. An increased provision of £1,750 
is also necessary under the heading of Contin­
gencies for the efficient working of the 
department. 

The staff is being increased from time to 
time. Recently a number of young. men 
passed their examinations and were appomted. 
We have instituted a system of cadet valuers, 
appointing them to the staff and training 
them to become valuers. This means an 
increase in wages cost of the department. 
The increase in Contingencies will be necessary 
because valuers will be going from place to 
place carrying out valuations. 

The hon. member for Cunningham and I 
think the hon. member for Aubigny too 
referred to the declaration of valuations. It 
was pointed out that under the ohl Act, before 
a valuation could be declared, the whole 
valuation district had to be valued but the 
amending Act provides that as a ':'al';ation 
is completed it can be dech_tred. W1thm t~e 
next fortnight valuations will be declared m 
respect of the shires of Clifton, Cambo?ya, 
Drayton and Pittsworth an-d th~ . valuatrons 
for the rest of the local authontles on the 
Darling Downs will be pushed ahead as 
quickly as possible. It is important that the 
valuations should be declared before the whole 
of the division is valued, otherwise there would 
he a great number of appeals to be heard by 
the appeal courts. I . thin!' the. present 
arrangement meets the srtuatwn farrly well. 

~Ir. SPARKES (Aubigny) .C9.20. p._m.): 
The Minister misunderstod an mterJectron 1 
made today. I was worrying about thos~ 
shires that have undertaken an expense of 
probably some £600 or. £700 in _making a 
valuation, because I drd not thmk t~ose 
valuations would last for any length of trme. 
That might not happen, but_ re;narkable 
things do happen at times, _an~ rt m1~ht. The 
Minister, by way of interJection, s~rd t~ere 
was nothing to stop a fresh valuation from 
being made. The hon. gentleman. n?w nods 
his head. No shire would commrt 1tse~f t.o 
the expense of a valuation this year 1f rt 
knew it would be forced to make another 
valuation next year. 

lUr. Power: I just told you that ~e we~·e 
beginning to proclain~ the valuatlons . 1;1 
three Darling Downs shues, and that we 11ere 
going right through the Downs. 

lUr. SPARKES: Unfortunately _the 
Minister was sick when the relevant legrsla­
tion was before this Parliament. It was 
handled by the Acting Minister. He assured 
us that we should get two or three years' 
grace because men were not available to make 
the valuation. 

lUr. Pow,ect·: Any undertaking given by 
the Acting Minister will be honoured by me. 



Supply. [19 NovEMBER.] Questions. 1481: 

~Ir. SPARKES: It is very nice to know 
that, Despite my appreciation of the hon. 
gentleman I am a bit like the hon. IDE(mber 
for Stanley, as I prefer such assurances to be 
in the Bill itself. At that time the shir.es in 
my electorate were suffering from anomalies 
in their valuations, and desired to make fresh 
valuations, but I advised them not to do so 
de~p.ite the undertaking given by the Acting 
:Mimster. 

Mr. Collins: This would be a very bad 
time to have a valuation of the shires out 
there. 

. Mr. SPARKES: What has thp, Minister 
discovered~ He should look after matters 
pertaining to his own department and see 
that the wheat crop was being garnered. If 
so he would be doing greater service fOI' 
this State. This sub-department has 
declared valuations for the Clifton shire and 
two other shires on the Downs. Look at the 
position the~ would now be in if they had 
made valnahons themselves. The :Minister 
said that any guarantee given by the 
Acting Minister would be honoured. Where 
should we be in the Wambo, Jondaryan or 
other shire on that part of the Darhn~ 
Downs which is a't the· present time expend­
ing £500 or £600 in making a valuation. 

Valu~rs in different sections of the State 
should have a fair knowledge of land matters. 
I have travelled the greater part of Queens­
land, but I should hesitate to go to the 
North Coast and make a valuation. For that 
reason I appeal to the Minister to see that 
men arc specially trained to handle such 
districts. ' 

Mr. Power: That is being done . 

. )[r. SP ARifES: That does not a! ways 
apply. We h~':'e had men coming along with­
out the reqUisite knowledge of the district. 
I have heard men stating that land was worth 
so much and the men in the district would 
not agree with them. 

}Jr. Collins: They know it is worth 
t1Yice as much . 

. Mr: SPARKES: I hope the Minister is 
hstenmg to what th~ hon. gentleman is telling 
us-that . the land m the Dalby district is 
worth twice as much. If the hon. gentleman 
goes up . there I can visualise the Secretary 
for Agnculture and Stock giving evidence 
that this land is worth this much and it has 
been taken for soldier settlement at probably 
one·third of the value. The hon. gentleman 
may find himself in a troubled seat. 

lUr. Collins: It is a land -sellers' market 
nt the present time. 

Mr. Power: You are going to make +he 
soldiers pay. 

llfr. SPARKES: Hon. gentlemen are 
making speeches over there; I do not know 
what they are talking about. The Govern­
ment supported by the hon. gentlemen-the 
Commonwealth Government~the other day 
wrote a letter to my shire and suggested that 
the shire should not charge any rates to the 
returned soldiers who had taken over this 

land for the first year. Why did not the 
Commonwealth Government make that pay­
ment~ Why throw it onto the shires~ 

Mr. Hanlon: What is that to do with 
the valuer~ 

)Jr. SP ARKE 8: He asked for it. 
(Laughter.) I am only giving him a little 
information. The Valuer-General's task is 
not going to be an easy one, and for that 
reason we must have men acquainted with 
local conditions, otherwise there will be a 
number of appeals and much expense. 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona-Secretary 
for Public Woi·ks) (9.27 p.m.): Any under­
taking given to this Chamber by the hon. 
member for The Tableland during the time 
he was Secretary for Public Works will be 
honoured by the department and by myself. 
A valuation method has been set down for 
guidance of the valuers. I and the Valuer­
General appreciate the difference between 
valuing land at the seaside and valuing land 
in the country. Productivity has to be taken 
into consideration. We are not going to give 
barren land the same value as land with a 
high productivity capacity. The valuers of 
the department are being trained and the 
hon. member need have no fear or misgivings 
as to the valuations made by the officers when 
they set out on this very important under· 
taking. 

Vote (V aluer·General) agreed to. 

Progress reported. 
The House adjourned at 9.30 p.m. 




