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ll070 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 25 OCTOBER, 1945. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Brassington, 
Fortitude Valley) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

DUST NUISANCE, COUNC'IL DEPOT, FORTITUDE 

VALLEY. 

Mr. ltiANN (Brisbane), for Hon. S. J. 
BRASSINGTON (J<~ortitude Valley-Mr. 
Speaker), asked the Secretary for Health 
.and Home Affairs-

'' 1. Is he aware that the dust ansmg 
from the City Council depot in St. Paul's 
terrace, Valley, is a menace to the health of 
and a nuisance to the people living nearby, 
and also to the children attending the State 
Echool at Fortitude Valley~ 

'' 2. If so, with a view to overcoming this 
very unsatisfactory position, will he request 
the State Health authorities to investigate 
it and take the necessary action~'' 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Normanby) 
xeplied-

'' 1. Yes. As a result of requests from 
the union of employees concerned, this 
matter was investigated by an officer of the 
Department of Health on 18 October 1943. 
At tl10 time of inspection a dense cloucl 
{)f very fine dust (sand) was being carried 
by the wind over a large section of the resi­
dential ar2a in the immediate locality of 
the depot. The verandas, rails, window­
sills, walls, &c., of the residences opposite 
the depot were found to be heavily coated 
with fine dust. Plant life in the front 
garden plots were also heavily coated 
(specimens obtained). The occupants of 
these dwellings had all their windows and 
doors closed. 'fhe dust is from the heated 
sand used in the manufactme of bitumen 
for road work. The plant, buildings, and 
surroundings were covered with a thick 
heavy coating of this dust, which can be 
carried in any direction in which the wind 
blows. The Valley State School is 
adjacent. This longstanding nuisance is a 
very definite danger to the health, wel­
fare, and comfort of the people living in 
this locality, as well as to the operators 
of the plant, and other employees who have 
no protection whatever. 

'' 2. An officer of the Brisbane City Coun­
cil has advised that a dust elimination plant 
would be installed at an early date.'' 

PREFERENCE TO RETURNED SOLWERS. 

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba-Leader of 
the Opposition) asked the Acting Premier-

'' In view of the following facts-­
namely, (a) that the Minister for Post­
·war Reconstruction has decreed that ser· 
vice trainees will not be accepted for 

various tradeS; where existing employees, 
including dilutees, are considered to be 
sufficient for the purposes of such trades, 
a'nd (b) that such decision nullifies the 
intentions of the War Service Preference in 
Employment Act of 1944 in regard to 
employment in the trades in question-will 
he make representations to the Minister 
concerned, pointing out that this decision 
amounts to giving preference to perwns 
who were not members of a fighting 
force~" 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Normanby-
Secretary for Health and Home Affairs), 
for Hon. E. M. HANLON (Ithaca), 
replied-

''This question involves both expressions 
of opinion and questions of la.w. More­
over, as the matter constitutionally is one 
entirely within the jurisdiction of the Com­
monwealth, the State has no standing in 
the matter. However, inquir,es will be 
made.'' 

WATERSIDE LABOUR FOR '' MUNGAKA.'' 

ltir. MORRIS (Enoggera), for lUr. WAN· 
S'I'ALL (Toowong), asked the Acting 
Premier-

'' 1. Is, he aware that on Tuesday morn· 
ing, 16 October, when the vessel '' Mu:l· 
gana" called for labour at the wharf m 
Brisbane the Waterside Workers' Federa­
tion rep~rted that no labour was available, 
whereas in fact approximately three gangs 
of second-preference men were available 
for work at the time, and were turned 
away without work; and that when calls 
for labour ·were made on both "Wednesday 
and Thursday mornings, the union again 
reported that no men were available, 
whereas in fact thirty-seven second-prefer­
ence men were turned away on Wednesday 
and seventy-one on Thursday, an<l that the 
vessel did not obtain labour until Thursday 
night (18th)~ 

'' 2. Will he investigate these matters 
with a view to preventing this practice of 
withholding labour from ships by the union, 
resulting in unemployment as well as delay 
to essential transport~'' 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Normanby-
Secretary for Health and Home Affairs), 
for Hon. E. JU. HANLON (Ithaca), 
replied-

'' The Stevedoring Industry Com-
mission, Sydney, controls the engagement 
of labour through its waterside employ­
ment committees in the various States. 
Therefore, I would suggest that the ques­
tion be directed to the Employment Com­
mittee, Brisbane, or to the Stevedoring 
Commission, Sydney. The work is controlle 
by a Commonwealth award.'' 
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LABOUR SHORT AGE, EGG BOARD. 

.Mr. BRAND (Isis), for Mr. M:AHER 
(West Moreton), asked the Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock-

'' As there are many hundreds of returned 
men awaiting discharge at vVacol and else­
where near Brisbane, could not urgent 
arrangements be made to release sufficient 
men tempora'rily, at least, to tide over the 
labour shortage at the Egg Board, in order 
to get eggs away to the requirements of 
the Army and for export to Britain~'' 

Hon. D. A. GLEDSON (Ipswich­
Attorney-General), for Hon. T. L. WIL­
LIA.MS (Port Curtis), replied-

'' The manager of the Egg Board has 
advised that no additional male labour is 
required at present to handle eggs for 
Army orders andjor export. Strong repre­
sentations have, however, been made to the 
Department of Labour and National Ser­
vice for the supply of additional female 
labour for candling and grading.'' 

COTTON PLANT'INGS AXD PRODUCTION. 

Mr. .MACDONALD (Stanley) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' 1. What area has been planted for 
cotton in the Calli de V alley in the yeal's 
1943, 1944, and 1945, respectively~ 

'' 2. Wha:t was the production of cotton 
(nnginned) for the years 1943-44 and 
1944-45, respectivelyW'' 

Hon. D. A. GLEDSON {Ipswich­
Attorney-General), for Hon. T. L. WIL· 
LIA.MS (Port Curtis), replied-

'' 1. 1942-43, 24,156 acres; 1943-44, 12,787 
acree; 1944-45, 7,346 acres. 

"2. 1943-44, 8,515,581 lb.; 1944-45 (to 
date), 1,802,230 lb." 

BRANDS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATTON. 

Hon. D. A. GLEDSON (Ipswich­
Attorney-General), for Hon. T. L. WIL· 
LIA.MS (Port Curtis-'Seeretary for Agri­
culture and Stock): I move-

'' That the House will, at its next Sit­
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider of the desirableness of 
introducing a Bill to amend the Brands 
Acts, 1915 to 1941, in a certain particular.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

SUPPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE--ESTIMATES­
SEVENTH AND EIGHTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Mann, 
Brisbane, in the chair.) 

ESTIMATES-IN-CHIEF, 1945-46. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HOME AFFAIRS, . 

HOSPITALS. 

Debate resumed from 23 October (see 
page 1047) on the question:-

''That £359,244 be granted for 'Depart­
ment of Health and Home Affairs-Hos-­
pi t.als. ' " 

lUr. PIE (Windsor) (11.8 a.m.): This 
vote is perhaps the most important one in 
this department because it is directly under 
the control of the Director-General of Health 
and Medical Services. I want to clarify the 
position in relation to a recent statement in 
regard to Sir Raphael Cilento, the Director­
General of Health and Medical Services. First 
of all I want to make it quite clear that I 
do not desire to associate myself in any way 
"\vhatsoever with the personal attack made 
by the hon. member for Mnndingburra on Sir 
Raphael Cilento, but arising o~t of that 3:tt_ack 
the Acting Premier made, m my opm1on,. 
one of the most damaging and defamatory 
statements ever made in this Chamber. I 
should like to refresh the minds of hon. mem­
bers in regard to that statement, and there­
fore I quote-

'' Regret that the Army had not used 
the services of the Director-General of' 
Health (Sir Raphael Cilento) in the fight 
against tropical diseases in the Islands 
was expressed by the Acting Premier (Mr .. 
Hanlon) in Parliament yesterday." 

Then it goes on to say-

'' To my mind it was one of the most 
inexcusable things that happened during 
the war, said Mr. Hanlon."' 

"Perhaps if he had been," said Mr. 
Hanlon, ''Many of those who are lying: 
up there now,-'' 

I take it those who are d€ad, who made the· 
supreme sacrifice-

' ' tl1e victims of malaria and other· 
tropical diseases, might have been safely 
back in their homes to-day. 

' 'The Acting Premier added that 'Sir 
Raphael Cilento had not been used because 
of opposition in certain quarters.' '' 

The CHAIRlUAN: Order! The hon. 
member is on t of order in discussing Sir 
Raphael Cilento on this vote. He dealt with 
him under the vote for Chief Office, which 
includes his salary, but the question before 
the Committee is ''Hospitals.'' 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: I rise to a point of' 
order . 

.Mr. PIE: Mr. Manu, I rise to a point 
of order before the hon. member. I do not 
want the hon. member taking part in any­
thing I have to say. I take the point that 
''Hospitals'' do come directly under the· 
control of th€ Director-General of Health and 
Medical Services. Therefore, I must dis-­
agree with your ruling. 



ll072 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

The CHAIRlUAN: Order! I want to 
remind the hon. member that I ruled that 
.he cannot deal with the Director-General of 
Health and Medical Services on this vote. 
He has already dealt with him on the vote 
for ''Chief Office,'' which provides for his 
.salary. He can, however, deal with him so 
far as his administration of hospitals is 
.concerned. 

Mr. PIE: This is not only an important 
matter in regard to the administration of 
hospitals but is one that affects the health 
-Df the community in this State. When the 
hon. member for Mundingburra attacked a 
·Certain Director-General of Health and 
Medical Services here I viewed with disgust 
the attack that he made on him, but the 
statement made by the Acting Premier dealt 
with the lives and deaths of those gallant 
sons of ours in the A.I.F., particularly when 
he said that their deaths were directly 
.attributable to the fact that the services of 
the Director-General were not utilised by the 
•Commonwealth. Therefore, I should be 
failing in my duty if I did not place before 
this Committee the knowledge I obtained in 
·Dther parts of the world in an endeavour to 
ascertain the truth of the statement made 
by the Acting Premier in relation to the 
Director-General of Health and Medical 
Service~. 

The Attorney-General: It has nothing to 
·do with it. 

lUr. PIE: It has a lot to do with the 
health of this community. 

The CHAIRlUAN: Order! 

)fr. PIE: The statement of the Acting 
'Premier was a damning indictment not only 
·of the Commonwealth Government but the 
whole of the personnel of the medical services 
in this State, and the whole of the personnel 
··Of the medical services of the Army through­
out Australia. Do you think, Mr. Mann, 
that anyone in this Assembly, except perhaps 
one or two, would allow one gallant life to 
be lost without disclosing to the Premier the 
knowledge he possessed of the Director­
·General ~ Would not you or I, if we believed 
the statements that were made, put up a case 
to the Commonwealth authorities to prove 
that the Queensland medical services for years 
had been directed on a proper basis, and 
that therefore the Director-General was a iit 
.and proper person to be employed by the 
Australian Army authorities~ The direction 
from the top is the very basis of existence 
of our hospitals. No-one can alter my mind 
in that respect. If the hospital services are 
not directed in a proper manner then those 
services will not function satisfactorily. I 
know that it was under pressure of political 
criticism that this startling information came 
out. This information was that our Director­
General of Health and Medical Services, who 
is responsible for the whole of our hospital 
services in this State, was not utilised by 
the Commonwealth authorities, notwithstand­
ing his possession of great knowledge with 

respect to tropical diseases and their treat­
ment. On the word of the Acting Premier­
and I do not doubt his word-our Director­
General of Health and Medical Services is 
one of the greatest authorities in the world 
on tropieal diseases. Where did he get that 
knowledge~ In our hospitals and throughout 
the State in studying tropical diseases . 

It was mentioned here that he had gone 
north and investigated in the ,hospital in 
Innisfail the question of Weil's disease. I 
see no reason why the Acting Premier at 
that time, when he knew of this criticism, 
did not come out into the open and expose 
the position to the public in relation to the 
man controlling our ,hospitals, and perhaps 
save the lives of some dear sons or daughters 
of this country who may have been affected 
because the services of Sir Raphael Cilento 
were not utilised. The exposing of this 
position would be from his party viewpoint 
political dynamite. The Acting PremiE'r must 
know the Australian Anny intelligence holds 
a folder in its possession that high on om 
Director-General. (The hon. member gestured 
to indicate the height of the iile.) 

The CHAIRJUAN: Order! I am afraid 
the hon. member is getting away from the 
matter before the Committee. I have alTeady 
ruled that the Director-General has been 
discussed under this department and I ask 
the hon. member to keep to the vote, that is, 
the matter of public hospitals. 

JUr. PIE: I am trying to prove that this 
matter of public hospitals is the most 
important responsibility in this State, and 
therefore we must have a man <lirecting these 
public hospitals who is above reproach, a man 
about whose standing in the community there 
is no doubt. I am not attacking Sir Raplwel 
Cilento. If there is any doubt about the 
man in the direction of thcse services he 
should not be in that position. 

A Government Member: He is not direct­
ing the hospital. 

Mr. PIE: He is controlling the hospital. 

A Government Member: No. 

Mr. PIE: He is the Director-General of 
Health and Medical Service.s and controls the 
whole of the medical services of this State. 
I know that folder was even before the 
American Army Medical Services and as a 
rE'sult of that-the sam.e as with the Aus­
tralian Army-they were not prepared to 
utilise his services in a battle area. The 
Acting Premier said that the Director-General 
could be made available to the American 
authorities at any time, but they >Yould not 
utilise his services. Those arc statements of 
fact. In bringing this matter before the 
Committee I am only trying to protect the 
whole of the hospital services and the health 
of the community by seeking the truth. I 
feel the public are entitlE'd to lmow and have 
all the facts put before them. I clo feel that 
this matter must be brought before the public 
gaze. I want to be fair in every way to 



Jiupply. [25 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1073 

our Director-General of Health and Medical 
Services who controls our hospitals. I want 
to be very fair to him antl I want to be able 
to say that there is no reason at all why he 
should not control our medical services. 
'Therefore I think such a matter is of such 
importance to the people of this State and to 
the hospitals under his control that we should 
have a public inquiry into the whole of this 
matter so that the cloud there at the present 
time can be lifted for all time. I want to 
make it quite clear that the questions I asked 
were asked only with the desire to seek infor­
mation, to stop these rumours that are going 
about, and with a sincere desire to bring to 
the people both in the hospitals and outside 
a proper service. It is not a personal matter. 
1 bring it to the public gaze in order that we 
may get a public inquiry on the matter. 

:.ur. ,J. :F. BARNl~S (Bundaberg) (11.19 
a.m.): It was made clear by the member for 
~Windsor that the chief Government medical 
officer controls the ordinarv medical officers 
of the State, who in turn c~ntrol the hospital 
administration of this State. I have a dual 
object. One purpose is to enlighten these 
illiterate doctors-and in particular I refer 
specifically to Dr. Cilento-and as I also have 
a case to continue on another vote I am taking 
advantage of the opportunity of giving this 
'<'nlightcnment to Dr. Cilento and the Goyern­
ment medical officers throughout Queensland 
who are connected with hospitals as well as 
doctors in general who are ignorant on this 
particular subject. 

I am also taking advantage of the 
opportunity of proving a case, and the case 
is that the hon. member for Baroona said that 
I did not bring forward any confirmation of 
a particular statement I made the other 
evening. It will thus be seen that my object 
is dual. I am connecting my remarks with the 
vote before the Committee and I take it th0 
Chairman will give me the consideration I 
am justly entitled to. I intend to read for 
the benefit of all those in charge of hospitals 
and for all doctors in hospitals and 
in medicine generally a paragraph from a 
book entitled ''View less Vlinds'' by Dr. 
Moran, which I quoted the other evening from 
memory-I had read this book some years 
ago-and I might add that I quoted very 
correctly from memory. However, to clear up 
the matter I will read the full chapter. 
When I quoted the other evening I specifically 
mentioned that this writer was a good 
Catholic, thereby proving that I was not 
endeavouring to bring the sectarian issue into 
the debate. The hon. member for Baroona 
implied that I was bringing in the sectarian 
issue because in my statement I mentioned 
two instances referred to in the book, one 
the case of a nun and the other the case 
of a prostitute. 

llir. POWER: I rise to a point of order. I 
did not at any time accuse the hon. member 
fo'r Bundaberg of having attempted to intro­
duce the sectarian issue in his reference to 
the book he is about to refer to, and I ask 
the hon. member to accept my denial. 

lllr. J. 1<'. BARNES: I accept the hon. 
member's denial. If that is true, words have 
no meaning. I will proceed to read from 
the book. On page 212--

Mr. HILTON: I rise to a point of order 
and it is that the quotation that the hon. 
member for Bundaberg is reading has no 
relevance to the vote under discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member for Bundaberg to connect his remarks 
with the matter before the Committee and I 
would also quote Standing Order No. 120-

,' A member shall not digress from the 
subject-matter under discussion, or comment 
upon expressions used by another member 
in a previous debate of the same session; 
and all imputations of improper motives, 
and all personal reflections, shall be deemed 
highly disorderly.'' 

Mr. J. }'. BARNES: I am quite aware of 
that rule, Mr. Mann. I have been in this 
Parliament for five years, and for that reason 
went to no end of trouble to explain to this 
Committee my purpo·se in rising to speak and 
my reason for quoting what I am about to 
quote. I went to' no end of trouble to explain 
to this Committee, but apparently the 
member for Stone Fruits has not got the 
power of understanding what I have told the 
Committee. I am quoting, as I said 
previously, a statement by Dr. :Moran, one of 
Australia's eminent doctors, for the benefit of 
all doctors in Queensland connected with 
hospitals. I am also quoting for· the benefit 
of all do'Ctors in Queensland who are ignorant 
on this particular subject. 

A Government 1\Iember: We are not dis­
cussing doctors. 

}ir .• J. 1<'. BARNES: We are discussing 
hospitals, and in those hospitals, strangely 
enough, cloctors work. I do not know 
whether the hon. member knew that. That 
was my reason for rising. On page 212 of 
Dr. M or an's book ''View less ~Winds'' under 
the head-note of "The Artifice of a Novice" 
it is stated-

'' Two eldeTly sisters, from a religious 
order in the country, once brought to my 
rooms a novice.'' 

JUr. HILT ON: I repeat my point of order, 
and it is that the quotation the hon. member 
for Bundaberg is reading from a book has no 
connection whatsoever with hospital adminis­
tration in this State. 

3Ir. J. F. BARNES: I rise to a point of 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have already 
given a ruling to the hon. member and he has 
said he is connecting his remarks with the 
hospital administration of this State, and 
until he gets away from that I am not 
prepared to stop him on the point. 

JUr. Aikens: Hear, hear! 
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Mr. J. F. BARNES: The hon. member for 
Stone Fruits anticipates what I am about to 
say. 

Mr. HILTON: I rise to a point of order. 
I request the hon. member for Bundaberg to 
refer to my electorate in proper terms. 

The CHAIRlUAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member for Bundaberg to address the hon. 
member fo1' Stanthorpe in a proper manner. 
The hon. member should be referred to as the 
hon. member for Carnarvon. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: At the time I could 
not remember the hon. member's electorate. 
He is not a very prominent member in the 
House as far as I am concerned, and for the 
moment I did not recall his electorate. You 
made a similar mistake, Mr. Mann, when you 
first addressed him as the hon. member for 
Stanthorpe. I identified him by referring to 
him as the hon. member for Stone Fruits. 

If he referred to me as the hon. member 
for Sugar I should be complimented. How­
ever, I refer to him as the hon. member for 
Carnarvon. You do not often hear that name 
in the Chamber. The quotation to which I 
have referred reads-

'' TIYO elderly sisters, from a religious 
order in the country, once brought to my 
rooms a novice, some 20 years. old, who had 
sores on her hand and forearm. A number 
of other doctors had already seen her 
without an effective treatment haYing been 
found. For nearly a year these ulcers had 
been coming and going. ·when one healed 
another appeared, always on the sa'me 
upper extremity. At the moment of her 
coming to me there were six deeply punched­
out circular sores, irregularly distributed 
but all presenting the same characters. 

''The patient was a soft spoken reserved 
young woman with a perfect Madonna face 
and large childlike eyes. Her general 
health was excellent; there was no sign of 
any constitutional disease. Neither the 
history nor the appearance of the lesions 
suggested that they were tuberculous or 
syphilitic. A blood test had already been 
done-and found to be negative. More 
than anything else the ulcers resembled 
patches of local and superficial gangrene.'' 

Mr. HILT ON: I move-
" That the hon. member for Bundaberg 

be not further hem· d.'' 

lUr. J. 1<'. BARNES: The gag! 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Standing Order 
107 reads-

'' A motion may be made that a member 
who has arisen 'be now heard'; or that a 
member who is speaking 'be not heard' or 
'be not further heard. ''' 

The question is that the hon. member for 
Bundaberg be not further hea'rd. 

Mr. Aikens: Are we allowed to speak to 
this motion that the hon. member for Bunda­
berg be not furt,her heard~ 

The CHAIR!IAN: Yes. 

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (11.27 
a.m.) : I think this is the most disgraceful 
motion that has ever been moved in this 
Assembly. I think the hon. member for 
Carnarvon ought to hang his lHJad in shame 
here and in every corner of this country 
because I believe-and I throw it right in 
his teeth-that he is actuated by secta'rian 
motives in moving the motion. That is my 
honest and considered opinion. 

Mr. HILTON: I rise to a point of order. 
My motive in moving this motion was to 
preserve the decency of debate in this Assem­
bly. It was not moved with any sectarian 
motive wha:tsoever and I ask that the hon. 
member for Mundingburra accept that 
assurance. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member for Mundingburra to accept the 
assurance of the hon. member for Carnarvon. 

Mr. AIKENS: In accordance with Stand­
ing Orders' I must accept the assurance of 
the hon. member for Carnarvon, but I read 
the '' Hansard '' report of the debate that 
led up to this incident. The other night the 
hon. member for Bundaberg quoted from a 
book that was written by one of the greatest 
doctors that Australia has ever known. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

lUr. AIKENS: And one of the highest 
lay Catholics Australia has ever known. 

Tile CHAIRMAN: Order! I remind the 
hon. member that the motion is-

'' That the hon. member for Bundaberg 
be not further heard.'' 

A r1iscussion of what led up to the motion 
is not in order. I ask the hon. member to 
confine his remarks to his reasons for object­
ing to the motion. 

Mr. AIKENS: I am sorry that this has 
developed because I abhor, I detest sectarian­
ism in its every manifestation and relation, 
irrespective of the particular brand of sec­
tarianism. I believe in the right of any man 
to worship, and I would gladly die on the 
doorsteps of any church to give any man the 
right to enter that church, irrespective of its 
denomination, but the moment that man drags 
his church into politics I shall be opposed 
to him. 

I am opposing this motion because it is 
the neruest approach to Gestapo tactics that 
we have ever seen in the history of this 
Parliament. The hon. member for Bunda­
berg, as I haVe stated very often, is n?t 
coherent at times. He does not make h1s 
meaning clear to me, but he is the elected 
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r:epresentative of the people of Bundaberg, 
democratically elected under a system that 
was extolled, and rightly extolled, the other 
day by the Minister for Transport, a demo­
cratic system that gives the people of this 
State the right to send their representatives 
to this Parliament in order that they may 
voice their opinions on every conceivable 
subject that arises in this Chamber from 
time tu time. The hon. member for Bunda­
berg is l'esponsible only to the people of 
Bundaberg for his utterances' in this Cham­
ber. To them and to them alone is he 
responsible. He is not responsible to the 
hon. member for Carnarvon or to anyone else 
in this Chamber. 

It is absolutely necessary that certain laws 
of debate be laid down in order that the 
conduct of debates in this Chamber should 
not get out of hand and you, Mr. Mann, have 
the right to administer those laws of debate 
and of conduct that have been set down from 
time to time. However, it is also necessary 
that we, as members of this Committee, should 
see that those laws of conduct and of debate 
that have been set down are not prostituted 
in the personal interests of any member of 
this Assembly. 

It is obvious to me that the hon. member 
for Carnarvon, in moving his motion that 
the hon. member for Bundaberg be no longer 
heard, is not actuated by any sense of fair­
ness or justice, but moved it simply because 
of the fact that he personally does not like 
the statements being made by the hon. member 
for Bundaberg. I know that when the division 
bells are rung we shall see another disgrace­
ful example of Gestapo Labour Party tactics. 
We know that most of the members of the 
Labour Party will absolutely detest the 
motion moved by the hon. member for Carnar­
von, but urged by the whiplash of their party 
they will walk into this Chamber and vote for 
the suppression of the voice of another 
member in this Chamber. 

I think this is the most disgraceful motion 
that has ever been moved in this Assembly. 
I say it speaks ill-very ill-and casts a 
grim foreboding shadow of what we more or 
less Independent members can expect, not 
when we violate the rules or the Standing 
Orders of this Assembly but when we stand 
up here from time to time and say some­
thing that might not just tit in with the 
personal ideas of any one member of the 
Labour Party. 

I want to know from the hon. member for 
Carnarvon whether he has been instructed by 
his party to move this motion. Is he merely 
the tool of a certain section in the Labour 
Party, or has he moved this motion of his 
own volition~ If he has moved the motion 
of his own volition, I say the whole thing 
is disgraceful and will be branded for all time 
as the ·worst example of Gestapoism I ha,-c 
ever seen. 

Hon. T. A. l'OLEY (Normanby-Secre­
tary for Health and Home Affairs) (11.33 
a.m.): May I offer a suggestion at this stag-e 
to the two hon. members concerned in this 

matter~ Seeing that the subject matter that 
has been raised by the hon. member for 
Bundaberg is definitely objectionable to the 
hon. member for Carnarvon, and possibly to 
other hon. members because of its implications 
and suggestions with regard to sexual 
matters--

lUr. J. F. BARNES: I rise to a point of 
order. I have not yet made any suggestions, 
innuendoes or references of any description 
that could be classed as sexual, and the Minis­
ter has not the power of contemplating what 
I am going to say. 

lUr. Foley: I lleard the quotation, and I 
know the implication contained in it. I 
suggest at this stage that as that quota­
tion--

lUr. J. F. BARNES: I rise to a point of 
order. I have not made the suggestion 
mentioned by the Minister, and I ask him to 
withdraw. 

lUr. Foley: In the interests of dis­
cipline and decorum of this Assembly I desire 
to make a suggestion. If one hon. member 
objects to what another is saying he has 
the right, under certain circumstances, to 
move that that hon. member be no longer 
heard. I suggest, in the circumstances, that 
the hon. member for Carnarvon should with­
draw his motion and that the hon. member 
for Bundaberg should discontinue his quota­
tion, which is apparently objectionable to 
other hon. memben. 

llir. PATERSON (Bowen) (11.34 a.m.): 
I support the stand taken by the hon. mem­
ber for Mundingburra. I fully agree with 
him. This is probably the most disgraceful 
state of affairs that has ever existed in this 
Assembly. It is certainly the most disgrace­
ful motion that has been moved since I came 
into this Parliament. It is actually tanta­
mount, Mr. Mann, to a vote of no confidence 
in the manner in which you are conducting 
the affairs of this Committee. 

The CHAIR~IAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member not to continue in that strain as it is 
a reflection on the Gnair.' Standing Order 
107 gives any hon. member the right to move 
such a motion. 

llir. PA'l'ERSON: I am not objecting to 
the right of any hon. member to move such 
a motion but I say that the fact that it is 
moved is tantamount to a vote of want of 
confidence in the manner in which you are 
conducting the affairs of the Chamber. l 
regard it as an attempt to stifle the right of 
fret' speech. I have had to sit here and listen 
to the most vicious attacks upon the Soviet 
Union and my party. I could have got up 
and moved that the hon. member who said 
these things be no longer heard because his 
remarks offended me personally, but I would 
not exercise that right. Apart altogetheT from 
the fact that I know that such a motion if 
moved by me would not be carried, I would 
not exercise that right because I believe that 
every hon. member has the right to express 
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his own views on a matter provided they are 
relevant to the subject under discussion. If 
such remarks offend the religious susceptibili­
ties or the moral susceptibilities of any hon. 
member, it is his duty to walk outside the 
Chamber and so prevent his susceptibilities 
from being offended and so maintain the 
right of free speech. 

The hon. member for Bundaberg is the 
constitutionally elected member of the electors 
of Bundaberg. Irrespective of whether his 
views are correct or incorrect, he has the 
right in this debate to express his views, pro­
vided he keeps within the rules and the 
Standing Orders of the ()hamber. 

There is no suggestion that what he was 
saying was not within the Standing Orders; 
so when the hon. member for Carnarvon 
gets up and moves that the hon. member for 
Bundaberg be no longer heard he is really 
moving that the constitutionally elected 
representative of t.he people in an electorate 
should be deprived of the right of free· 
speech. Only a few weeks ago this very 
Chamber spoke about what we owed to the 
soldiers, what we owed to the ex-servicemen 
and of the great debt of gratitude we owed 
to them because they went away to fight for 
us. Some of them lost their lives, others 
were maimed and wounded and incapacitated 
for the rest of their lives. Others were 
fortunate enough to come back. 

lUr. Power: And some were called six­
bob-a-day murderers by Communists. 

lUr. P ATERSON: I ask for a withdrawal 
of that statement. It is a lie. I challenge 
the hon. member for Baroona to name one 
Communist who said it. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member 
for Baroona to accept the denial of the hon. 
member for Bowen. 

Mr. Power: I accept the denial. 

Mr. P ATERSON: They went away to 
fight and one of the things they went to fight 
for was the right of free speech, the right 
to express one's opinion. All that the hon. 
member for Bundaberg is doing is to exercise 
that right. It would be a sorry state _of 
affairs if this Chamber or any other Parlia­
ment or any other C1emocratic institution 
should reach such a stage that another man 
could suppress a man or gag him because 
what he was saying offended that man's par­
ticular susceptibilities. 

Mr. lUacdonald: The Atlantic Charter. 

lUr. P ATERSON: As the hon. member 
for Stanley points out, the Atlantic Chart~r 
affirms the right of any man to express h1s 
opinions. The people of the Bundaberg 
electorate have elected one of their number 
to represent them in Parliament and that 
elected representative is today exercisi:~1g that 
right to speak for them. ~ !1~. not saymg one 
word against the susceptibilities of the hon. 
member for Carnarvon. I am prepared to 

admit that they are sincerely felt. They 
may be deeply founded. But if the remarks 
of the hon. member for Bundaberg offend the 
susceptibilities of the hon. member for Car­
narvon then the hon. member for Carnarvon 
should walk outside of the Chamber so that 
l1e will no longer be offended by the remarks. 

I hope that this motion will not be carried. 
Indeed, I hope it will never be put to the 
Chamber. I hope that hon. members in the 
Government Party will not be placed in such 
a position that they will have to crush what 
I know is really their own Labour consciences 
so far as many of them are concerned. I 
am quite satisfied that there is not one genuine 
Labour man in this Chamber, and indeed not 
one genuine man in this Chamber who would 
conscientiously support the motion. I there­
fore urge the Chamber to reject it or, better 
still, I urge the Secretary for Health and 
Home Affairs, who at present is in charge 
of the House, even at this late stage to take 
such steps as are necessary to have the motion 
withdra·wn, so that the Committee will be 
able to conduct its business in the proper 
manner. 

Mr. HILTON (Carnarvon) (11.40 a.m.): 
When I rose to move the motion I was 
prompted only by a sense of decency in 
regard to standards of debates in this 
Assembly. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: Mr. Mann, I rise to 
a point of order. That is a reflection on my 
integrity and I ask that it be withdrawn. 

Mr. CHAIRlUAN: Order! 

~Ir. J. F. BARNES: It is offensive to me 
and I ask that it be withdrawn. 

The CHAIR~IAN: I ask the hon. member 
for Carnarvon not to indulge in any person­
alities. If his remarks are offensive to the 
hon. member for Bundaberg I ask him to 
withdraw those offensive remarks. 

}Ir. HILTON: I did not reflect on the 
hon. member. 

Mr. J. F. Barnes: I brought up the 
debate. You did. 

Mr. HILT ON: In moving my m_ot~on I 
was not prompted by any desire to limit the 
right of free debate in this Chamber. I, 
as an hon. member, am in fullest . accord 
with the principle that the fullest nght to 
expression and free speecl; should be ":xer­
cised here, but I do submit that there IS a 
standard of decency that should be observ:ed 
by all hon. members, and, actuated by_ a d.esne 
to see that standard of decency mamtamed, 
I moved the motion now before the 
Committee. However, as hon. members. hav:e 
taken the attitude that if it was earned It 
might be taken as limiting the right to. free 
speech I will in . defer~nce to that attitude 
withdraw my motwn, with th~ consent of the 
Committee. At the same time I take t~e 
liberty of registering my strong emphatiC 
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personal protest at the conduct of the hon. 
member for Bundaberg in reading this filthy 
literature. 

Mr. NICKLIN: I rise to a point of order, 
Mr. Mann. Is the hon. member for Carnar­
von _within his rights in speaking twice to this 
motwn ~ He moved the motion. 

l!Ir. HIL'l'ON: I withdrew the motion. 

lUr. Nicldin: You have not withdrawn it 
yet. 

]fr. HILTON: I have. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I will first 
reply to the Leader of the Opposition. There 
is nothing in the Standing Orders that says 
that the motion before the Committee shall 
not be debated. There is nothing in the 
Standing Orders either that states a time 
limit for speeches on a motion of this kind. 
As we are in Committee, and as hon. members 
in Committee are allowed to speak for 25 
minutes I think each hon. member should be 
allowed to speak for 25 minutes on the 
motion before the Committee. The hon. mem­
ber for Carnarvon in moving his> motion 
exhausted his first 15 minutes. Therefore, he 
still has the right to speak for five minutes, 
and then another five minutes if he desires. 
As he now asks leave to withdraw his motion 
I ask hon. members: is it the pleasure of the 
Committee that the hon. member for Carnar­
von be allowed to withdraw his motion~ 

Hon. Jiiembers: Hear, Hear! 

Tlte CHAIR~IAN: I now call on the hon. 
member for Bundaberg to resume his speech. 

1\Ir. J. I<'. BARNES: At least I have to 
thank the hon. member for Carnarvon for 
having the decency, when he found he had 
committed a colossal mistake on the impulse, 
to withdraw his motion. It is obvious from 
his trip west and south-west, that is, to the 
room where the Acting Premier was sitting, 
that the influence came from the Acting 
Premier. I thank the Acting Premier for 
exercising that influence. I was about to 
read at the time I was interrupted-

'' But the more I looked at them the 
more convinced I became of the diagnosis. 
Their unilateral distribution, the fact that 
they were all within reach of her right 
hand, their curious punched-out character, 
the perfectly normal skin around them-all 
forced me to a single conclusion: they were 
artefact. The patient herself was produc­
ing them. 

''Straightaway then I called a very 
experienced dermatologist to my rooms. I 
told him nothing in advance, so anxious 
was I not to prejudice him. As soon as 
I saw him, after fixing his eyes on them. 
take a piece of phenol phthalein paper, I 
knew that the same thought was taking 
shape in his mind. When the phenol 
phthalein paper rcddenecl on contact with 
the base of the ulcer he exclaimed softly: 
'An alkali.' We two, thereupon, adjourned 

to another room to talk it all over. With 
a positiveness which is very characteristic 
of him, he affirmed that there could be no 
possible shadow of a doubt; this was an 
artefact condition of the skin. 

" After he went off I asked permission 
to see the patient alone and the elderly 
nuns withdrew. Then in sympathetic tones 
I explained our medical opinion, I told 
her that since she was still a minor I 
regarded these nuns as being in the posi­
tion of her parents, but that I should not 
tell them provided she made a clean breast 
of it and promised not to do it again. 

''I was anxious to ferret out what was 
the motive which had inspired this simula­
lation, so that I could attack the real 
cause. Since it was obviously a psychi­
cal condition I told her I was prepared 
to call in a reputable nerve specialist. Did 
she have .any grievances within the con­
vent? Had she wanted to attract more 
attention from her superiors~ With cast­
down eyes, demurely, but not resentfully, 
she answered: 'Doctor, you are making a 
big mistake.' There was a simple sincerity 
and dignity in the w.ay in which she firmly 
denied the insinuation, but never the slight­
est heat. Since there was nothing else left 
for me to do, I called in the old nuns and 
laid the whole case before them. The poor 
religious were terribly taken aback and 
looked at one another in anguish silently. 
Yet, sharp as was their reaction, they 
maintained a sort of cold politeness. The 
novice in that monotonous tone of voice I, 
later, got to know so well, quietly repeated 
her denial. 

"My next move was to send the young 
sister out of the room and to explain to 
the senior religious the matter of artefact 
diseases so far as I, in my limited experi­
ence, could speak of them. According to 
some authorities the practice of causing 
self-inflicted rashes or wounds proceeds 
from a craving for sympathy. There are 
usually other signs of hysteria present: 
areas of anaesthesia, for example. The 
modern psychologist attributes to it a sexual 
origin. It is, they say, associated with both 
sex-starvation and sexual exhaustion. I 
have a great admiration for the acuity of 
observation of those who have made psycho­
analysis so important a subject today, but 
I retain a profound distrust of many of 
their fantastic theories. I have no 
doubt that most psychical and nervous dis­
orders are due to conditions interfering 
with a creative force of life within each 
of us.'' 

I want hon. members to take particular 
note of this point. 

''How this occms is quite another ques­
tion. But concerning the actual case, 
experience has taught clearly enough one 
point: Such patients are a menace in 
any congregation of people. They are 
incorrigible liars. With complete se-renity 
and perfect equanimity they are capable of 
swearing a person's life away. In a convent 
their presence must be regarded as a 
calamity of the first order. 
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"Finally, to convince the nuns I said, 
not only could I heal these sores but I could 
also prevent others from coming on any 
particular area, merely by rendering that 
area inaccessible to the patient. They 
agreed to the test. I, therefore, put the 
novice's arm in a light plaster of paris 
bandage. Within three weeks all the ulcers 
had completely healed. Nor was there any 
new ulcer under the plaster; but up near 
the shoulder, just outside the plaster cas­
ing, a new lesion had meanwhile appeared. 
It was all so palpable, now, that I began 
to lose patience with the good women.'' 

The CHAIRlfiAN: Order! I hope the 
hon. member will connect the matter he is 
reading with the matter before the Committee. 
Under the Standing Orders the hon. member 
is not allowed to occupy the whole of his 
time in reading from a book. 

lUr. J. F. BARNES: I am connecting 
before this Committee the most scientific and 
the most modern means of physical treatmccut, 
and that is endocrinology. I have proved that 
cur chief medical officer does not know any­
thing about what Dr. Moran says about the 
m·eative force, the power of produc~ion in 
the sexual organs, in other words. 

lir. Foley: He has limited experience. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: He is sure of that 
part. I can quote other authorities as well 
on endocrinology. They attribute many things 
to it, but our medical science is particularly 
ignorant in reference to endocrinology. 'Ehese 
are the specific cases from which we could 
get some idea of diagnosing correctly. In 
another debate I will go more into detail on 
endocrinology. This is a very important sub­
ject, yet before the Sex Crimes Commission 
there was not one word of endocrinological 
treatment, despite the fact that at a Rotary 
luncheon I attended in Perth, the head of 
a reformatory-a parson-complained bitterly 
that in his case inherited endocrine trouble 
was the basis of most trouble with his 
children. 

There are cases in London. Dr. Rowe, in 
the British Medical Journal of 31 December 
1938, said endocrine trouble was the cause 
of 53 out of 68 criminals he had examined. 
I am endeavouring to instruct the Committee, 
but when they do listen they turn round a11d 
tell me I am wrong. If ever I was right, I 
am right in this particular case. There are 
world authorities to prove that what I say 
is correct and that some of the medical men 
here in relation to endocrinology know 
nothing. That was illustrated by the Dr. 
Michel case. 

JUr. Foley: The doctors will be classing 
you as a victim also. 

Tile CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: The Minister by his 
interjections and his statement the other 
evening on this matter proved Ponclusively 
his ignorance, which should have been hidden 
under a bush. I will deal with that later. 

I have been paid the compliment of being 
the first person in this Assembly to ask a 
question on sexual matters. I was told that 
by asking this question I should lose my 
seat. It dealt with the statistics of venereal 
disease, both syphilitic and gonococcal. That 
was a pre-Victorian idea and is foolish. We 
are still in a well of ignorance as far as 
sexual medicine is concerned. The Chinese 
knew about endocrinology 2,000 years ago. 
Y on will not see in China a woman with 
endocrinal trouble. The disease is typified 
by extended hips and the hips extending 
down to one-third of the thighs. You never 
see a fat-hipped Chinese woman. The Chinese 
themselves knew about endocrinology about 
2,000 years ago, but in this country, because 
orthodoxy says so-and-so, we have to do 
so-and-so. I am endeavouring to draw 
attention to two perfect examples, thus con­
firming the statement I made recently. I am 
doing that by quoting from this book. 

Mr. Foley: Where did you get your 
diploma~ 

Mr. J. }'. BARNES: From the same place 
as you got your diploma on the cases you 
quoted the other night. You made a com­
plete fool of yourself and that I will prove 
later. 

I was about to give a further example 
showing that what I am saying is correct 
and how the hospital doctors deal with this 
particular matter, but I was interrupted. 
(Laughter.) 

The CHAIR~IAN: Order! 

lUr. J. F. BARNI~S: I do not know where 
I finished reading when I was interrupted, 
but I will make sme and go over the 
paragraph-

" Yet even this did not convince the 
religious authorities. They could not bring 
themselves to believe that a young woman 
of so admirable a character, the very pat­
tern of virtue for all the other novices, 
could be guilty of such deceits and yet go 
day after day to communion with a clear 
and untroubled conscience. For she showed 
not the slightest sign of any mental per­
turbation. No spiritual conflict ruffled her 
nightly sleep. Her face was a painter's 
dream of perfect innocence. 

''With us medical men, however, this 
carries little weight. 

''Some weeks later the Mother Superior 
of the whole order came to see me, sweep­
ing into my room in a cloud of great 
majesty. She was very conscious of her 
exalted position and she wore an air of 
exaggerated humility, masterfully. The 
telephone message which announced her 
coming had sounded something like a royal 
command. When she had deigned to sit 
down she commenced to cross-examine 
me--" 

The CHAIRl\IAN: Order! What the hon. 
member is now reading can have nothing to 
do with the matter before the Committee. 
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Mr. J. :F. BARNES: This is the important 
part of the story. I am trying to prove con­
clusively these things have been ridiculed­
the subsequent happenings, which are of most 
importance. I am getting to my real point. 
The mother superior comes back to cross­
examine him. I am coming to the proof of 
my real point, the part with which I am 
most concerned. I read-

'' When she had deigned to sit down she 
commenced to cross-examine me as if I 
were the complainant in a criminal allega­
tion against some innocent citizen. I stated 
the facts brutally, irritably, impatiently. 
I had had, by now, more than my fill of 
the whole business: let them take her else­
where. The last question put was this: 
Supposing what I said was correct, what 
would I say as to the suitability of this 
novice for a religious vocation~ This young 
woman had been with them seven years. 
They could not lightly put her out into 
the world. I answered bluntly, as doctor 
and co-religionist, that she was most unsuit­
able, that she should be treated, however, 
as one psychically ill, but that for her 
sake and the order's, she should be sent 
back home. 

''The trouble was her people were very 
poor. 

''The ulcers, I heard, continued to come 
in crops, and the novice to live for hom·s 
in the chapel-an edifying example for 
them all. I never saw her again. That 
doctor, they all agreed, had an evil mind. 

''Some six months later came the 
epilogue. The two old nuns, humble and 
harassed looking as always, came once again 
to see me but this time unaccompanied. 
With that admirable control of voice which 
comes from long discipline, they told me 
that searching in the locker of the novice 
they had recently found a little tin con· 
taining pieces of caustic soda.'' 

You will remember that the dermatologist 
analysed it and found it to be alkaline. In 
<Jther words, all soda is alkaline. It goes 
on-

'' The novice, faced ·with this evidence, 
had finally confessed the truth. What 
explanation she offered for her action I 
never heard. There must remain there· 
forv many gaps in this medical history. 
The old nuns had come to make amends 
for all they had thought and said harshly. 
I wondered how they themselves felt about 
the novice's daily communions during those 
long months of lying. But the patient her­
self did not leave the convent.'' 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member, in all decency, to connect his 
remarks with the matter before the Com­
mittee. All that rigmarole he is reading has 
nothing to do with hospitals. 

~Ir. J. F. BARNE 8: It has a lot to do 
with hospitals. What I am pointing out is 
conclusive proof of what I say. In the early 

part of my statement I pointed out that Dr. 
M01·an said she had been to several doctors. 
That is the point. Despite the fact that she 
had been to several doctors, they all failed 
to diagnose her trouble. I wanted to point 
out how this doctor diagnosed it, and I have 
<lone that. I pointed out that he had his 
suspicions and that a dermatologist con­
firmed them. Now I am pointing out that 
the nuns came back to him and admitted they 
found caustic soda in a locker. In other 
words, by using an instrument she was cut­
ting holes in her own left arm and putting 
caustic soda in, and by the introduction of 
caustic soda caused pain in that region, 
giving her the equivalent of sexual inter­
course. 

There are cases lying in hospitals every­
where. There are cases in this House who 
should be in hospital as endocrinists. There 
are cases known to science in which 
endocrinist people have sexual intercourse lw 
taking a common hair from a woman's heaa 
and rubbing it across the penis. There are 
cases known to scientists of women 
endocrinists Yvho experience no sexual 
pleasure except when another person rubs a 
shoo on the pelvis. This has developed 
because when the woman was a baby the 
nurse soothed it in that way. There are 
thousands of other instances too gigantic for 
hon. members to conceive. These are known 
facts to scientists, and I am trying to bring 
a simple fact before this Committee, but 
it is something that is too great for hon. 
members to understand, and they have tried 
all possible ways of sabotaging my speech. 

Mr. Foley: You are a bad case yourself. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: If that is true and I 
deny it then at least I am trying to do a 
service to the ·world by exposing it. 

As I will explain later, endocrine casE's are 
affected by the endocrine gland, in other 
words the glands of the body, and I am 
referring specifically now to the hormone 
glands. If what Dr. Moran said is true, 
then I am entitled to say what I am saying, 
because Dr. Moran is an eminent man. 

Furthermore. I am not going to stop at 
this. When the appropriate debate arrives 
I shall bring evidence before this Chamber 
of what the medical world knows of 
endocrinology. I have the whole thing in 
brief for use when the suitable opportunity 
arises. 

The quotation continues-

"When I remember that childlike face 
with those clear steady eyes which looked 
so candidly into mine., I always think of 
another woman, not innocent or of sweet 
virginal beauty. She, too, had a madonna 
face and a simple disarming way. She 
was single and 22. I first saw her when 
called in to see her with her ninth mis­
carriage. She declared archly that she had 
been only 'slightly in the family w~y '~ 
it was merely 'a touch of pregnancy. She 
seemed as innocent as any chiltl. But 
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actually the little minx was a common 
prostitute and told her sordid story with 
complete moral unawareness as a wilful 
little girl might describe some trivial 
naughtiness. 

''She, too, was an unconscionable liar 
living detached in romantic castles. Sh~ 
still had a face of virginal loveliness, 
though for some years she had been sell­
ing her body on a street corner at public 
auction and by the hour.'' 

They were the two cases I quoted from 
memory the other night, when I was accused 
of being unable to produce evidence of what 
I was saying. In other words, the innuendo 
was that I ';as composing my own story. 
'What I have JUSt quoted not only proves the 
correctness of what I said then, but is, an 
object lesson to many doctors and, in par­
ticular, the Director-General of Health and 
Medical Services. During the course of 
evidence in the Michel case, Dr. Michel con­
tended that a certain woman had endocrine 
disturbances. Sir Raphael Cil:ento should 
have known something about endocrinology. 
I have read the evidence taken in that case, 
and I know that in cross-examination counsel 
asked Dr. Michel whether a \Yoman could 
have nerves without being endocrinally dis­
turbed. The doctor said, "No." J<~urther 
on in cross-examination counsel asked him 
if a woman could have endocrine trouble with­
out nerYes, and the doctor said, ''Yes.'' 

Endocrine-gland trouble is the foundation 
of nerves and a patient can, in the first 
place, have endocrine trouble without ha'ving 
nervous trouble, but uncreated endocrine­
gland trouble will set up nervous trouble. 
The :\Icdical Assessment Tribunal ricli­
culed the evidence given on that occasion, 
although the witness was' a man of inter­
national fame who had attended a confer­
ence in raris in 1926 and in Stocl,hom in, 
I think, 1925. His theories on X-rny 
theraphy are now in common use through­
out the world. However, a lot more lies 
behind the story than just that. Sir 
Raphael Cilento at that time-he himself 
a Fascist, by the way-was doing every­
thing possible to hinder Dr. Max Michel, 
as I explained the other night. Dr. Michel 's 
X-ray plant was taken from him a 
week before his appeal and an unsuccess,­
ful effort was made to have him interned. 
The Act was amended to the effect that 
evidence that had been heard before the 
Medical Boa'rd previously could not go 
before the Medical Assessment Tribunal. 
That was done <>specially to get Dr. Michel. 
They have done everything to get him, in 
the same way as an effort has been made­
to sabotage my s-peech today. 

(Time expired.) 

The CHAIRlUAK: Before this debate 
proceeds, I shoulcl like to remind hon. mem­
bers that it is not mv desire as Chairman 
of this Assembly to· stifle speeches. I 
believe that the hon. member for Bunda­
berg felt that I was endeavouring to stifle 

him in his attempt to state his case, but 
that is not so. I have a duty to perform 
in s-eeing that hon. members speak in a 
relevant manner on the matter before the 
Committee. 'The practice of quoting long 
extracts from books is not in keeping with 
the practice of this Assembly, and I ask 
hon. members, in fairness to the Chair and 
also to themselves, to conduct the debate in 
that manner. 

Government Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. POWER (Baroona) {12.4 p.m.) : I 
should find it very difficult to associate my 
remarks with the vote under discussion if 
I were to attempt in any way to deal with 
the remarks, of the hon. member who has 
just resumed his seat. He has referred to 
endocrine glands and he ha's implied that 
as the result of an examination by Dr. Moran 
a certain novice in a convent ;vas suffering 
from that complaint. I have that book 
before me and I challenge the hon. mem­
ber to produce the quotation to which he 
referred and show me where the expression 
''endocrine glands'' is used. Not at any 
one stage was it used. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: I rise to a point of 
order but I regret that I have to do it. 
The hon. member for Baroona is ignorant. 
He does not know what endocrine glands 
are. The 11·hole suggestion by Dr. Moran 
was that the trouble was endocrinal. If the 
hon. member will not read that part I will 
read it for him. 

lUr. POWER: I am certainly not ignorant. 
I claim to have had as much education as 
the hon. mrmber for Bundaberg. I have 
pointed out that in not one pm-t of the book 
is there any inference that a certain person 
was suffering from endocrinal trouble. That 
is only the assumption and the interpretation 
of the book by the hon. member for Bunda­
beTg. It is not the expressed opinion of 
Dr. MoTan. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: I rise to a point of 
order. The whole purpose of the book, 
according to Dr. Moran, is to show the cura­
tive force of endocrinal glands. I ask the 
hon. member to accept my statement. 

The CHAIR3IAN: It is a matter of 
opmwn. I think the hon. member for Bun­
daberg in making his speech put it forth that 
Dr. Moran was an authority on endocrinal 
trouble but whctheT an hon. member accepts 
Dr. Moran as an anthority on the matter is 
one for himself. I ask the hon. member for 
BaToona to connect his remarks with the 
vote. 

lU:r. POWER: I propose to do that. I 
can assure the hon. member for Bundaberg 
that I am not accepting him as a medical 
authority on this matteT. I do not propose 
to go into it at any great length. At least 
I think I should quote this part-

' 'My next move '\\as to send the young 
sister out of thP room and to explain to 
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the senior religious the matter of artefact 
diseases so far as I, in my limited experi­
<mce, could speak of them.' ' 

Dr. M01·an himself admitted that his know­
ledge of the matter was limited. The book 
goes on-

'' According to some authorities the prac­
tice of causing self-inflicted rashes or 
wounds proceeds from a craving for 
sympathy. 'l'herc are usually other signs 
of hysteria present: areas of anaesthesia, 
for example. 'l'he modern psychologist 
attributes to it a sexual origin. It is, 
they say, associated with both sex-starva­
tion an cl sexual exhaustion.'' 

Not a worcl about endocrine trouble. These 
are the remarks of Dr. M01·an. 

Mr. J. F. Barnes: Read the next 
chapter. 

The CHAIR~IAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member for Bunclaberg not to interrupt when 
another hon. member is speaking. The hon. 
member for Bundaberg was allowed the 
ordinary courtesies when he was speaking 
and I ask him to extend similar treatment to 
other hon. members. 

IUr. J. F. BARNES: I rise to a point of 
order. I interrupted to get the hon. member 
to read the point. He is avoiding the point. 

The CHAIRlUAN: The hon. member is 
not allowed to interrupt. 

Mr. J. F. Barnes: I know that. 

The CHAIR~IAN: I ask the hon. member 
to be decent ancl allow the hon. member 
for Baroona to proceed without interruption. 

Mr. POWER: I am reading from Dr. 
Moran 's book. 

!Ir. J. F. Barnes: Read the next chapter. 

Mr. POWER: If the hon. member will 
be patient I will reacl the next chapter. It 
says-

'' I have a great admiration for the 
acuity of observation of those who have 
macle psycho-analysis so important a sub­
ject today, but I retain a profound dis­
trust of many of their fantastic theories.'' 

That is the statement by Dr. Moran himself. 

Mr. J. F. Barnes: That is not the com­
plete statement. 

Mr. POWER: The hon. member for 
Bunclaberg has placed his own interpretation 
upon the statements of Dr. Moran and has 
given it out as the opinion of Dr. Moran 
himself. DT. Moran himself says that he is 
not prepared to accept the opinions of other 
people in this connection. 

I have some knowledge of Dr. Moran. At 
present he is dying from cancer in England. 
After he left Australia he went to Italy, 
where he was decorated by Mussolini for 
some service. I have no desire ancl will not 
be associated with the sectarian sicle of this 
matter. I rose on this occasion to show that 
the hon. member for Bundaberg quoted some­
thing from the book that was not there. 

Mr. J. }'. BARNES: I rise to a point of 
order. That statement by the hon. member 
for Baroona is offensive to me. He deliber­
ately misquoted a paragraph ancl put some 
of it onto me. I ask him to withdraw that 
statement. Ask him to be a man ancl com­
plete the paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for 
Bnnclaberg macle full use of Dr. Moran's 
book ancl quoted extensively from it. I do· 
not think it is within my province to stop 
the hon. member for Baroona from quoting 
any part in the bo·ok that he cares to quote. 
I ask the hon. member for Bundaberg now 
to let the hon. member for Baroona make 
his speech without interruption. 

IUr. J. F. Barnes: I still take my first 
point of order-that his last statement is 
cffensivo tu me, ancl I ask that he accept 
my denial. 

'l'he CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member 
for Baroona has made any statement that is 
offensive to the hon. member for Bunclaberg 
-I do not know what the statement is­
(laughter)-I ask him to withdraw it. 

Mr. POWER: I do not know that I made 
any statement that was offensive to the hon. 
member for Bundaberg. I should like the 
hon. member for Bunclaberg to say what 
statement I made that was offensive, so that 
I may know what I have to withdraw. I 
cannot withdraw in a general way. I said 
that the hon. member for Bunclaberg had 
placed his own interpretation on this book, 
ancl in my opinion the basis for that inter­
pretation is not there. Furthermore, I charge 
the hon. member for Bundaberg with having 
saicl that two sisters later 011 interviewed 
Dr. Moran and saicl the nun in the case we 
have been discussing, as introduced by him, 
hacl been using certain things for the purpose 
of getting sexual pleasure. I say that is 
not contained in the book. 

~Ir. J. F. Barnes: That is implied in the 
book. 

Mr. POWER: Implied! It is not implied 
either. 

The CHAIR!IAN: Order! I ask the 
hon. member for Bunclaberg tu obey my 
call to order. I would remind hon. members 
that we are discussing the vote for hospitals 
in the Estimates of the Department of Health 
ancl Home Affairs. The matter that has 
Tecently been the subject of discussion before 
the Committee has been fairly well debated. 

Mr. POWER: I bow to your ruling, Mr. 
Mann, but I submit that the hon. member 
for Bunclaberg made statements on the matter 
that are not in the book he quoted from. 
I am entitled to the privilege of pointing 
that out. Nevertheless I bow to your ruling. 

~Ir. J. }'. BARNES: I rise to a point ?f 
order. The hon. member for Baroona sa1d 
I macle a statement that is not in the book. 
I cli cl not. I ask him to accept my denial. 

Mr. POWER: The hon. member for 
Bunclnberg saicl he clicl not make the state­
ment, but he dicl say that the statement he 
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made was implied in the book. I do not 
wa;1t to go into this matter any further. 
I JUSt wanted to reply to the hon. member 
in order to show that the statements he made 
are not contained in the bo·ok that what he 
said was merely an implicatidn an implica­
tion that the hon. member hi::Uself desires 
to place upon certain passages in the book. 

I want to pay my tribute to th€ Mothers' 
Union District Nursing Associatiun, whose 
headquarters are situated in my electorate. 
I have the greatest respect and admiration 
for the excellent work performed over a 
number of years by this very fine organisa­
tion. For a long time they have been at work 
and during the war years they have been 
labouring under great difficulties, but never· 
theless have been doing a very fine work. 
Their work has saved the Government a con­
siderable amount of money as well as effort. 
I knm~ that the Acting Premier, like myself, 
apprec1ates all that has been done by it. 

J.Ur. Hanlon: Hear, hear! 

J.Ur. POWER: Quite a number of people 
are bedridden in many parts of Brisbane. 
It is impossible to get them into· certain 
homes, but the nurses of the association are 
available day and night without charge to 
attend them. They go along and attend to 
the sick and unfortunate who are confined 
ta bed as a result of illness. I want, too, to 
pay my personal tribute to the assistance 
these nurses rendered to my mother quite 
recently. Unfortunately she lost an eye and 
found it difficult to obtain the services of 
a nurse. It is fitting that I should take this 
opportunity of publicly testifying to· the very 
fine work performed by the Mothers' Union 
District Nurses' Association. The nurses go 
out at any times and render what assistance 
they can, and they seek no fees. Naturally, 
the Mothers' Union at times is paid, as in 
my own case. I know that the Minister and 
the Acting Premier appreciate the good work 
done by this organisation. I am very pleased 
to know that the very fine matron of this 
organisation, Matron McElnea, who was serv­
ing with the fo·rces overseas and was made 
a prisoner of war, is now on her way home 
to her relatives in sunny Queensland, and that 
Sister Muir, another member of the staff, also 
is on her way home. 

They did a very fine job in Queensland 
and on the other side of the world and they 
experienced terrible privations as prisoners 
of war. I am happy to know they are on 
the way back. Their work is excellent and 
I urge the Secretary for Health and Home 
Affairs now he has the Treasurer alongside 
bim, to whisper in his ear and see if it is 
possible later on to have the grant to the 
association increased. I know that any 
request I have made on its behalf has met 
with a ready response; both these gentlemen 
have given every possible assistance to that 
very fine institution and now I should like 
them to give consideration if possible to 
increasing the grant. I know my request 
will receive favourable consideration by the 
Secretary for Health and Home Affairs and 
the Treasurer. I again thank the district 
nurses for the work H1ey have done 

I feel that I have exposed any canard 
raised by the hon. member for Bundaberg 
in his recent spGech. 

lUr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (12.18 
p.m.) : I hope the ''View less Winds'' and 
very many other winds that have been rush­
ing about in this Chamber for the last hour 
or two have died down. I agree with your 
ruling, Mr. Manu, that only matters connected 
with hospitals and hospital administration 
should be debated on this vote. I want to 
make this clear: Sir Raphael Cilento is the 
chief of staff of the hospital administration 
for the State and is the very pivot round 
which the whole hospital system is built, and 
he is open for debate so far as his official 
or medical affairs are concerned, because it 
is obvious that if the head of an organisa­
tion is corrupt and disloyal there is a danger 
that the whole of the organisation itself may 
become corrupt and disloyal. I do not intend 
to confine myself to generalities because you 
have ruled against it, I do not intend to 
indulge in any personalities against Sir 
Raphael Cilento because you have rightly 
ruled against that also, but I intend to prove 
here to-day that the hospital system of this 
State is in danger of corruption and dis­
loyalty while Sir Rapha;el Cilento remains at 
the head of it. 

The Acting Premier said the other day 
that Sir Raphael Cilento was a world­
renowned authority on tropical diseases. That 
statement is merely an exemplification of 
the gullibility of the Acting Premier and 
the salesmanship of Sir Raphael Cilento. I 
challenge the Acting Premier to quote any 
world-renowned medical authority who has 
written or stated or even hinted that 
Sir Raphael Cilento is a world-renowned 
authority on tropical diseases. Because Sir 
Raphael Cilento 's conception of tropical 
diseases has been imposed on the hospital 
svstem of this State, it is competent for me 
t~ consider on what basis Sir Raphael 
Cilento 's reputation as a tropical-disease 
man is founded. We know he graduated in 
1918. 

Mr. FOLEY: I rise to a point of order. 
For the benefit of the Committee I point 
out that Sir Raphael Cilento is not in charge 
of our hospital system or administration in 
this State. 

The CHAIRJIAN: That is so. The Minis­
ter has intimated to the Committee that Sir 
Raphael Cilento has nothing to do with the 
control of hospitals. Taking that as an 
authority, I ask the hon. member for 
Mundingburra to confine his remarks to 
hospitals. He has already dealt with Sir 
Raphael Cilento on the Chief Office vote. 

Mr. AIKENS: I will. I can only suggest 
that the Minister does not know his Health 
Act. The Health Act provides that before 
any doctor can be appointed as super­
intendent or medical officer in any State 
hospital in Queensland-and we are dealing 
with the vote that covers all those hospitals 
-he must first be accredited by Sir Raphael 
Cilento. 
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Mr. Foley: By the board. 

Mr. AIKENS: By the board, which Sir 
Raphael Cilento dominates. If he is not the 
head of the hospital administration in this 
State he is at least an important cog; and 
I am going to prove here that Sir Raphael 
Cilento attempted to use the hospital 
administration set-up in this State in order 
to establish a Fascist spy ring in this State. 
If that does not conc.ern the hospital 
administration of this State then tell me 
what does~ 

The Acting Premier said the other day 
that he had heard Cilento called a Fascist. 
I have stronger evidence than that. I have 
in my hand a photograph of the Fascist 
Judicial Committee of Australia, and this 
proves Cilento to be not only a Fascist but 
a prominent Fascist. 

Mr. }'oley: It has nothing to do with the 
vote. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I will not 
allow the hon. member for Mundingburra to 
continue in that strain. I have intimated to 
the Committee that Sir Raphael Cilento has 
nothing to do with the control of hospitals, 
and we are discussing hospitals. I ask him 
to confine his remarks to the matter before 
the Committee. 

Mr. AIKENS: I fail to see how I can 
confine my Temarks any closer than I have 
been doing. I said I hoped to be able to 
prove by documents in my possession to-day 
that Sir Raphael himself was a notorious 
Fascist and attempted to use the--

Mr. HANLON: I rise to a point of order. 
Are the rulings of the Chair to be taken 
notice of by all members of the Committee, 
or only by a section of the members~ CeTtain 
members here are making a riot of this 
ChambeT. 

!Ir. AIKENS: It is obvious that the Act­
ing Premier, in attempting to defend the 
indefensible, has been badly hurt. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. AIKENS: This surely is within 
the ambit of the vote. At the conclusion of 
my speech I will lay both of these photos 
on the table so that the Acting Premier and 
any other defender of Sir Raphael Cilento 
can peruse them at their leisure, and then 
if they care to do so, stand up in this 
Chamber later and attempt to defend this 
Fascist spy. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

.Mr. AIKENS: Now having wounded the 
Acting Premier-and it is not often I wound 
him--

!Ir. Hanlon: Simply spite, that is all. 

Mr. AIKENS: In regard to the interjec­
tion that the Acting Premier makes that I 
am actuated by spite against Sir Raphael 
Cilento-and I think I am entitled to reply 
to that interjection-for his benefit and the 
benefit of other defenders I would mention 

that I have never met Sir Raphael Cilento. 
I should not know him if I met him. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have already 
asked the hon. member to connect the matter 
of his remarks with hospitals. The Com­
mittee is discussing hospitals, and I have 
already ruled that the hon. member cannot 
discuss the Director-General of Health and 
Medical Services, Sir Raphael Cilento, 
because we have discussed him on the Chief 
Office vote. We are confined now to the dis­
cussion of hospitals. 

ltlr. 1HKENS: I will leave the Acting 
Premier to go away and lick his wounds, 
and go on to some other aspect of the debate. 
I take it that if I get away from Cilento 's 
notorious politics, I shall be entitled to deal 
with his medical conception of the treatment 
of various diseases; that conception is inter­
woven and tied up with hospital treatment 
in this State. 

Mr. Foley: That is health services. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The vote 
before the Committee is that for hospital 
administration. 

Mr. AIKENS: That is so. The Medical 
Act of Queensland, which was passed by this 
State Parliament at the instigation of Sir 
Raphael Cilento, places certain legal obliga­
tions on every doctor who is in charge of 
every hospital in this State. Doctors control 
the hospitals, and we are debating hospitals, 
and are bound by the laws of this State, the 
same as you and I are bound bv the laws 
of this State, Mr. Mann, and" I find it 
impossible to deal with the matter with 
which I was dealing if I am not allowed to 
deal with the duties of medical super­
intendents who have been appointed by the 
Medical Board from time to time and who 
work in accordance with the law as laid 
down from time to time. 

liir. Foley: Dealt with by the board. 

Mr. AIKENS: If the Secretary for 
Health and Home affairs has as much know­
ledge of medicine, because he got his degree 
in the same place, as l1e did selling scented 
soap in Sydney, I. wish. to have nothing-. to 
do with him. He IS as Ignorant of med1cme 
as he is of the treachery of Sir Raphael 
Cilento. Sir Raphael Cilento has been 
classified by the Acting Premier as an 
authority on tropical diseases, and his 
authority is exercised over--

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member 
continues along those lines I shall have to 
ask him to resume his seat. I ask him to 
ronfine his remarks to the matter before the 
Committee. 

1Ur AIKENS: The hospital set-up of this 
State' is such that at the present time it 
does provide a fine service wi~hi;1 the l~m~ts 
of its financial resources and w1thm the lnmts 
of the medical knowledge of its staff and the 
nursing capacity of its staff for many sick 
and injured people of the State. I agree 
in part with the remarks made here the other 
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day by the hon. member for Merthyr, in 
which he contended-and I think he was on 
the right lines-that we should not try to 
herd all patients, slightly sick, seriously sick, 
and incurably sick into the one institution. 
Anyone who has had any practical knowledge 
of the working of any public hospital in this 
State will realise the amount of time that 
is taken up by the doctors and nurses in our 
big institutions in dealing with those who 
are only slightly sick, and I commend the 
hon. member for Merthyr for his suggestion 
that ceTtain suburban dispensaries or clinics 
should be set up so that people who are only 
slightly sick or who feel that they may become 
veTy sick could go to those clinics and Teceive 
at once the b·eatment that is necessary. Not 
only wi 11 these clinics serve that useful pur­
pose but they will serve the fuTther useful 
purpose of pTeventing serious disease from 
manifesting itself in many cases. The average 
working man and woman who may feel a little 
bit off colour, and who lives in a suburb far 
away from a central hospital, does not feel 
inclined to go to all the trouble of going to 
the hospital itself. Consequently, they remain 
at home for two OT three days, waiting for 
the disease to get worse, or, as they hope, 
to get better. In a couple of days' time, 
when they find the disease is becoming pro­
gressively worse, it is sometimes too late for 
the hospital authorities to do anything for 
them, or, if they do get to the hospital in 
time, they find they may have to spend quite 
a long time there in order that a cure may 
be effected. I believe that if these clinics 
were set up in the various suburbs or towns, 
such people would avail themselves more 
readily of medical treatment and the early 
clinical attention that will be tendered to 
them there by the doctors and nurses who 
have been appointed there. 

Persons who are more or less seriously ill 
should be accommodated in a hospital speci­
ally set apart for that purpose. I contend 
that general hospitals should, as soon as it is 
possible, be set aside for the purpose of treat­
ing and curing those who are curable and 
those who are more or less seriously ill so 
that the medical staff can devote their whole 
attention to them and so that the nursing 
staff can devote their whole attention to 
those patients who have a chance of recovery. 
In that respect I suggest that these big 
hospitals for those who are curably ill could 
work in close co-operation with the Institute 
of Medical Research that will be established 
as a result of the legislation that was intTo­
duccc1 during this session. 

At the other end of the scale of human 
sickness, and peTha ps the most tragic end of 
the scale, are the people who are incurably 
ill. At the pTesent time these are housed 
at the General Hospitals. T,he doctors them­
selves can do nothing except prescribe drugs 
and treatment that deaden the pain or perhaps 
make their last few hours or weeks as com­
fortable and as painless as possible. The 
nursing staff also give them the courtesy and 
attention for which the nursing staff of this 
State have become renowned, but they do 
at times occupy beds and require the atten­
tion of the medical and nursing staff, especi-

ally when man-power is short that could 
well be used in the treatment of the curable 
patients. 

Any doctor in charge of a public hospi­
tal will tell you that primarily his job is 
to save life. Of course, according to the 
oath of Hippocrates, he is also required to 
prolong life. However, t~ere is :;- great 
difference between the savmg of hfe and 
the prolongation of life, and I think tl1e 
hospitals should divide the two services. You 
and I, Mr. Mann, may some day be afflicted 
with an incurable disease and if that should 
ever occur I should not 'like to go into the 
bare atmosphere of a general hospital. I 
should feel I was using a bed and being given 
treatment that could perhaps be used for a 
curable patient. I shoul~ much pr.efer to 
be sent to some home w1th conge111al sur­
roundings where I could receive the care 
and attention necessary to make my last 
weeks, days or hours on earth as comfort­
able as possible. 

It has been said, of course, that the 
psychological a'spect of sending a man to a 
hospital set aside for incurable patients may 
hasten his encl. I know that in certain 
countries there are hospitals fo1· incurables 
and it has been suggested to me that the 
very thought of having to be transferred to 
one of those hospitals may hasten the end 
of such a patient. I should be very averse, 
Mr. Mann, to suggesting anything that 
might hasten the end of any man or any 
woman on this earth. Irrespective of how 
much I may like or dislike certain people, 
I think they have the right to hang on to 
that little thread of life as long as it is 
humanly possible for them to do so. The 
trouble with those. hospitals in other parts 
of the world that deal only with incurable 
cases is that thev are established as hospi­
tals•. They have' the old n-ard or barrack­
room system in operation and the unfor­
tunate patients sleep in rows or tiers of beds. 
I think that homes and institutions for incur­
able patients should be set up on the lines 
of Dunwich or Eventide, with of course 
alterations, additions and improvements. I 
really think that these incurable patients 
should be taken out of general hospitals and 
placed in homes built among fine and beauti­
ful surroundings so that they may end theu 
lives as comfortably and as peacefully as 
possible. To do that would be to confer an 
immeasureable benefit on the patient him­
self and also on the doctors and the nursing 
staffs at every general hospital, because it 
would allow them to concentrate their atten­
tion on the curable patientS< in their institu­
tions. 

I hope the suggestion made by the hon. 
·member for Merthyr is acceptable to the 
Government. If it was put into practice, 
together with mine then in the future 
hospital set-up of this State, instead 
of congregating all our sick] all our 
slightly sick, all our senously. b1_1t 
curably sick and all our incurably siCk 1n 
the one big barrack-like iMtitution, we shall 
have three separate institutions. The first 
institution su12:gested bv the hon. member 
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for Merthyr is the suburban clinic where 
the slightly sick could be treated and advised 
as to the possibility of their disea·se becom­
ing worse. Then there would be the big 
general hospital where the seriously but 
curably sick could be housed and treated 
and cured. Then, of course, follows my sug­
gestion of homes for the incurably sick, but 
homes that do not in any way resemble the 
ward-room or the barrack-room atmo&phere of 
the general hospital today. 

I should like to bring a· su:all matter 
before the notice of the Secretary for Health 
and Home Affairs today. In various hospi­
tals working under various hospital boards 
it a'ppears to be the practice to use a stan­
dardised type of uniform for nurses and 
sisters. In most institutions I think the 
uniform worn by a sister is the most hideous 
sartorial adornment that any woman has 
.ever been compelled to wear. 

The only thing that recommends it is the 
tradition asso'ciated with it, the tradition 
that it is the uniform of a sister of mercy. 
If a nurse is required to wear a blue uniform, 
and a sister is required to wear a white one, 
why not make them d·ecent and attractive 
uniforms~ Why must they go round the 
wards \Yearing a one-piece garment with 
a belt round the middld It has been 
said, jocularly I think, but with a good 
deal of truth perhaps, that if the boy friend 
.uf a nurse or sister happened to see her 
in her uniform she would lose her boy 
friend. Although it may be only a small 
matter, I think the State would be well advised 
to indent in bulk all ths material required 
.for nurses' uniforms from the manufacturers 
and send it to be made up into attractive 
and useful uniforms for the nurses at the 
general ho·spitals, and so remove once and 
for all the one-piece reach-me-downs in which 
you sec the sisters and nurses attired today. 

I lay upon the table of the House the 
:photogrnphs that I referred to. 

:i}fr. SP ARKES (Aubigny) (12.37 p.m.): 
Recentlv the Prime Minister of Australia 
·congratulated Queensland on its policy of 
decentralisation. I now ask the Minister in 
.charge of these Estimates to keep that prin­
ciple in mind in the conduct of certain activi­
ties of his department. I believe that the 
Brisbane Genrral Hospital is too big, that 
two hospitals instead of the one we have in 
Brisbane would give a better service to the 
peop1e. I suppose that contention is open 
to serious controversy. I gO' further and 
·say that so far as the country is concerned­
and in that I am vitally interested-! hope 
the Government will not be carried away with 
the idea of building a great big hospital 
in o·ne centre, whereby another outlying centre 
gets no hospital facilities at all. 

lUr. Devries: It has been a godsend to 
the people of the West. 

Mr. SPAR.KES: I can understand that 
interjection from the hon. member who comes 
from the West and is sincere. My idea is 
to e&tablish a big central hospital with all 
the facilities, implements, and everything 
to deal with major illnesses, but with small 
subsidiary hospitals some distance away, 

because this would give greater benefit to the 
people of the West. The most important 
matter we have to face is the bringing into 
the world of the children O'f tomorrow, the 
future people of Australia. Does anything 
give greater satisfaction to any mother than 
to know that there is a hospital for the 
purpO'se only a few miles away~ Even if 
there are good roads over which the mother 
would have to travel to a centrally situated 
hospital some distance away, she always has 
the fear of travelling over that distance. 
By way o·f example, there could be a big 
institution, say, at Charleville, but there 
should be another hospital at Cunnamulla, 
and at other outlying centres. 

Coming in closer, Toowoomba is a city that 
i.> likely to' grow and grow as Brisbane has 
done, until it becomes too big. I am of 
the opinion too that even the Brisbane City 
Council is too big, that the area over which 
it has jurisdiction is too big. I think the 
Brisbane General Hospital is too big. 

I do not know-the Minister can tell me­
whether there is a bigger hospital in the 
southern hemisphere than the Brisbane 
Hospital. 'rhe personal touch is lost when 
a hospital reaches such dimensions. There 
is a possibility that a great big hospital 
will grow up in Toowoomba, and as a result 
the small outlying centres will be deprived of 
their local hospitals. There is no hospital 
between Toowoomba and Dalby, a distance of 
50-odd miles and in addition to that distance 
we must consider the radius of the district 
from which patients are drawn. A resident 
20 or 30 miles north of the >Yestern railway 
between those two towns has first to come 
into Oakey. He would be 50 miles from 
Toowoomba. "',Ve should have small subsi­
dised hospitals throughout a closely-settled 
district like the Darling Downs. The 
Minister may tell me that I should be the 
last to talk like this as there is a very fine 
hospital and staff at Dalby. I know that 
the present building will be replaced by a 
modern building in the near future and that 
all its appointments will be brought up to 
date, and that there is another hospital at 
.Jandowae, 30 miles away. I am sure that 
the Minister was surprised at the settlement 
in the district when he visited it recently. 
There should he a hospital situated between 
Toowoomba alild Dalby, somewhere about 
Oakey. Oakey is the centre of a big district, 
including a coal-mine to the north and a 
sawmill at Cooyar. Accidents frequently 
occur at the coal-mine and sawmill and 
serious cases have to be taken all the way 
to Toowoomba. Most expectant mothers 
prefer not to go any great distance from 
their homes to enter a hospital. We hear 
much talk of settling people on the land. 
If land settlement is to be successful we 
must give people on the land similar ameni­
ties, ineluding facilities for bospital treat­
ment, to those provided in the cities. 

Mr. Devries: You cannot overcome 
isolation in some instances. 

Mr. SPARKES: Is the hon. member for 
Gregory going to get the same outlook as 
the Commissioner for Railways 1 



1086 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Mr. Devries: I believe you should be 
reasonable. 

Mr. SP ARKES: I am not going to adopt 
that outlook. 

Mr. Walsh: I am anxious to know 
whether we are on the Railway Estimates 
at the present time, or what Estimates are 
under discussion. 

Mr. Devries: You are becoming unreason­
able. 

Mr. SPARKES: The day must come when 
country people will have a service similar to 
that given to the people in the city. If not, 
how can you keep them on the land W 

Mr. Devries: You cannot give all the 
people similar service, especially in isolated 
districts. 

Mr. SPARKES: The hon. member is 
adopting the same attitude as the Commis­
sioner for Railways, who thinks we shall not 
be able to run the trains unless we have higher 
freights. 

At 12.44 p.m., 

Mr. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. Walsh: You leave that until you 
come to the Railway Estimates. 

Mr. SP ARKES: I will deal with the hon. 
gentleman when his Estimates come on. 
What will happen is that his Estimates will 
be like his trains, too damn slow to come on. 
We shall never get them. 

Let me get back to the vote. Here is 
the Darling Downs, one of the greatest dis­
tricts in Australia. Nature has endowed 
that district with some of the finest country 
in Australia. It is very closely settled. 
No-one knows better than you do, Mr. 
Duggan, that the closer--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The interruption in the Chamber denies me 
the pleasure and privilege of listening to 
the hon. member for Aubigny. 

Mr. SP ARKES: As I was saying when I 
was so rudely interrupted, the Darling Downs 
~arries an enormous population. 

It is intended by this Government and the 
Federal Government to further develop that 
country by closer settlement. Right in the 
midst of the Darling Downs we have untold 
coal wealth and yet we have no electricity 
plant. I kno1v only too well what you think, 
Mr. Duggan, and that you agree those people 
should hm-e electricity throughout the length 
and breadth of the Darling Downs. 

!Ir. Smith: Where are your local 
authorities~ Yon are chairman of one; what 
have you done for the people~ 

ltir. SP ARKES: The hon. member has 
just awal,ened. The hon. member knows 
there is a State Electricity Commission. 

}[r. Smith: You, as chairman of the 
shire, have power to install electricity for 
the people. 

Mr. SP ARKES: I suggest to t11e Minister 
for Transport that he get the hon. member 
for Carpentaria to help him to run the rail­
ways, and they will make a proper mess of it. 

TJte 'l'EMPOR.ARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I ask for the co-operation of hon. members 
in the Committee if this is not going to 
become a bear-garden. Consideration of the 
hospital Estimates is a very important matter 
affecting Government departments, and a 
proper presentation and consideration of the 
argnments advanced are essential; that r:an 
only be achieved in an atmosphere conducive 
to a proper reception of hon. members' 
remarks. 

!Ir. SPARI{ES: I think even the hon. 
member who interjected will admit that hospi­
tals in those closely settled areas are essen­
tial and electricity also is essential. I point 
out' to hon. members that in the centre of 
this district there is a coal-mine with an 
untold wealth of coal. Even in America, 
with their water power and snow rivers, a 
great amount of electricity is generated from 
coal. What do we find on the Darling 
Downs~ We are taking power from Ipswich 
to the Darling Downs, passing through Too­
woomba. Despite the frivolous interje~tions, 
this is a serious matter to the people m the 
country. 

JUr. Devries: Do you not think the flying­
doctor service will cover the isolation~ 

Mr. SP ARKES: No-one has greater 
respect for the flying-doctor s~rvice than I 
have· it is a marvellous serviCe, but does 
the hon. member think if there is a maternity 
case at Cooyar the flying doctor shonld go 
out and attend to it~ 

ltlr. Devries: They will not go out. 

Mr. SP ARKES: No, I know. I do not 
think the hon. member "ould suggest they 
should. 

Mr. Devries: Why not? I say they 
should be made to go out. 

!Ir. SP ARKES: Well, all I can say is 
we should need a fair few flying doctors. 

JUr. Devries: We are talking about the 
health of the nation. 

Mr. SPARKES: If the llon. member 
comes in there we might agree even on that. 
It would probably be an eas.ier way. to est:;b­
lish hospitals-not great big hospitals ]Ike 
the one the hon. member for ToowoombD; 
would like to have in Toowoomba-but small 
hospitals. 

Mr. Devries: You would still have people 
travelling 50 and 100 miles to attend that 
hospital. 

Mr. SPARKES: That might happen in 
the electorate of the hon. member but not 
in my area. 

Mr. Walsh: We are dealing with Queens­
land, not with your electorate. 

Mr. SPARKES: Yes, and we are dealing 
with other parts of Queensland as well. 
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Mr. Walsh: You are. 

Mr. SPARKES: Exactly. I am dealing 
with a part of Queensland that is very 
closely populated and deserves recognition 
by having a hospital established at the centres 
I have in mind. That is the attitude I take. 
The hon. member who has been interjecting 
suggests, that the flying doctor might come 
down. The place for the flying doctor is 
in the vast spaces, unless we can obtain a 
sufficient number of them to put them in 
other places too. I daresay there would be 
room for two or three or half a dozen more 
in the hon. member's area. That is the 
area where the flying doctor should operate­
where a 100 miles or so separates medical 
attention and the patient-and not in the 
closely settled areas. The far West, where 
the flying doctor is doing such wonderful 
work, is the place for such services. 

Mr. Devries: Wherever it is necessary 
he should go, :regardless of what district or 
area it is in. 

Mr. SP ARKES: I fail to see how it would 
be economic for a man to come in from 
Gharleville, Blackall or Cunnamulla to attend 
to a ca'se at Oakey or Toowoomba. 

lUr. Devries: It might be. 

ltir. SPARKES: I have the instance of 
a man injured on a property in the Taroom 
area, in which I am interested. The Minis­
ter pricks up his ears because it is in his 
own electorate. This man was badly injured 
bv a fall from a horse on Hornetbank station. 
The injury wa·s so severe that the local 
110spital was unable to treat it. I was tele­
rhoned in Brisbane to endeavour to get an 
ambulance plane to pick up this man but 
there was no place to land the plane. 
Further, there is no specialist in Brisbane 
at the present time who could spa're sufficient 
time to travel all the way to Taroom by car. 
()ne medical man pointed out that I was, 
a.sking him to save the life of one man when 
in Brisbane he had dozens of lives depending 
on him. That is a logical argument. We 
were at our wit's end as to ·what we should 
·do. The patient could not be moved by car 
because the injury to his spine made it too 
:risky. Eventually we got the flying doctor. 
He came to Taroom and picked up the 
patient there and he is now progressing 
favourably at St. Helen 's Hospital, Brisbane. 
Had we a central hospital somewhe·re 
closer at which specialists attended it proo­
. ably would not have been necessary for that 
patient to come to Brisbane. 

JUr. Foley: You will have those centres 
when we can get services. We cannot get 
tl1em now. 

JUr. SPARKES: I appreciate the Minis­
ter's assurance but I should like the hou. 
gentleman to go a little further and estab­
lish hospitals here and there in the closer­
·settled areas' of this State. 

IUr. Foley: Within reason. 

Mr. SPARKES: That is right. Although 
the Minister may think it reasonable for a 

hospital to be distant 50 miles in a straight 
line in the back country, it is too far in the 
more closely-settled areas. For . instan~e, 
instead of one person per square m1le, as m 
the electorate of the hon. member for 
Gregory, we should probably have 100 people 
to the square mile. I have great sympathy 
with the hon. member for Gregory and the 
people of the vas't areas of the West. I 
know the type of country there only too 
well, but that is the area in which the ser­
vices of the flying doctor are necessary. Of 
course, I should like to see that service 
extended and in a State of the vastness of 
Queensla~1d instead of one flying doctor there 
should be ~t least six. There is ample work 
for them to do and there is no other way of 
coping wtih the s·ituation. No doubt the hon. 
member for Gregory will agree with me that 
there in this vast area is no other way of 
getting medical attention to these people. 

Mr. Devries: It is the only way. 

lUr. SPARKES: It is the only way at the 
present moment. The hon. member appears 
to think I am unreasonable because I ask 
for another way to deal wtih them when one 
gets to the more closely settled area~. The 
flOn. gentleman will realise that there 1s more 
likely to be a sick person in 100 people than 
in only 10. That is O;'l! commo'!- sens~. 
That is why I ask the Mnuster to giVe ser:­
ous consideration to the need for decentrali­
sation. 

Our State was complimented the other day 
by the Prime Minister. I hoP_e that instead 
of allowing Brisbane to grow m to a Sydney, 
we shall have another Brisbane at Gladstone 
and so on throughout the State. All hon. 
members must admit that that would be far 
better for Queensland. No-one wants ~o see 
great cities growing up. Sydney lS an 
absolute drag on New South ·wales. Every­
thing has to go to and cc me from there_. We 
must have services in the country. We mtend 
asking young people to go back to the bush 
and we cannot expect them to return to the 
old conditions of the outback. 

Mr. Devries: You cannot eliminate them. 

Mr. SP ARKES: I do not agree with the 
hon. member. There is no such thing as 
''cannot'' so far as I am concerned. 

Mr. Devries: Those conditions can be 
eliminated only by having a compact 
community. 

Mr. SPARKES: You can do anything . 

Mr. J)evries: I wish you would do it out 
my way. 

}Ir. SPARKES: Now the hon. membe.r 
is beginning to agree with me. Even electn­
city may extend to his district. Ce;tai_nly 
it must come in the closely settled d1stncts 
of the State. It should be there now. A'Pe 
the people in the country getting the same 
treatment as people in the cities today~ 
They certainly are not. 

Mr. Devries: We are not getting the 
same amenities but I cannot say we are not 



1088 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

getting the same treatment. We are getting 
the same consideration but not the same 
amount of amenities. 

1\'Ir. SP ARKES: It is up to any Govern­
ment to provide benefits for the people in the 
country if they wish to have the backblocks 
populated. I realise that we cannot expect 
to have trams running on the by-roads in the 
out-back in some vast electorate but we could 
have busses running along some of the roads 
of our closely settled areas. Today even in 
closely settled areas the women and children 
cannot get into and out of town to do their 
shopping, because there is no service. We 
all remember the great hubbub in the city 
wpen Mrs. Jones was asked to go perhaps a 
quarter of a mile or half a mile to buy her 
own beef and bread. In the West they would 
think it was Christmas if they ha cl to go 
only half a mile for bread. At the moment 
some of them have no bread delivered at all. 
The hon. member for Fortitude Valley must 
know the difference in conditions. He is now 
a city man but for many years he was a 
Westerner and he knows the conditions under 
which the people live out there. If we are 
to encourage people to settle in the outback 
we must provide every possible service for 
them. We should have refrigerated cars on 
trains and even air-conditioned trains for 
them to travel in. The day is coming when 
we shall have to have these things in 
Queensland. 

At 2.15 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 
Vote (Hospitals) agreed to. 

FIRE BRIGADES. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Normanby-Secre­
tary for Health and Home Affairs): I move-

'' That £59,000 be granted for 'Fire 
Brigades.' '' 

The estimated expenditure is an increase 
of approximately £7,355 on the amount 
expended last year. The main reason for 
that is that during the last financial year 
a committee was set up to decide on the 
allocation of the large amount of material 
left over from the Civil Defence Organisa­
tion, such as fire-fighting apparatus. Local 
authorities throughout the State were 
informed that this material would be made 
available to them at a very nominal price. 
They were also informed that where no fire­
fighting facilities already existed it was 
desirable that a fire-fighting organisation 
as provided for under our legislation should 
be set np. As the result, applications for 
the constitution of fire-brigade boards have 
been received from Aramac, Blackall, Chin­
chilla, Clennont, J andowae, Miles, Mitchell, 
Mt. Isa, Springsure and \Vondai. In 
addition, certain existing fire-brigade dis­
tricts will absorb other areas, and as the 
result fire-fighting services throughout the 
State will be considerably enlarged and 
expanded and advantage will be taken of 
much of the fire-fighting equipment, such as 
trailer pumps and other apparatus of a like 
nature. that it has been decided to allocate 

to those centres at a very nominal charge. 
As time goes on, of course, a number of 
those local authorities that are still making 
up their minds will, no doubt, also partici­
pate in that allocation. 

1\'Ir. POWER (Baroona) (2.19 p.m.): As 
the Government representative on the Metro­
politan Fire Brigades Board, I should like to 
say a few words on this vote. The board 
is very appreciative of the work the Govern­
ment did during the war period, when it 
was thought that Australia would be bombed 
and when it was necessary to have avail­
able a large amount of fire-fighting equip­
ment. The Government made that matniai 
available to the board, and some of it is now 
in the hands of local authorities. 

The Minister has referred to the setting-up 
of fire-brigade boards throughout Queensland. 
A request was made to the Metropolitan :Fire 
Brig a des Board for the services of an officer 
to make a report on behalf of certain local 
authorities that were interested in the forma·­
tion of fire-brigade boards, anil Mr. Moore, a 
competent oflicer of the board, has reporteu 
to the Minister as a result. 

I desire to sound a note of warning on the 
establishment of fire-brigade boards through­
out Queensland. I do not think it is much 
goocl having a fire- brigade centre unless there 
is an adequate flow of water. I suggest 
that the Minister seriously consider the ques­
tion of preventing the e~tablisrncnt of 
brigades in centres where there is not an 
ample water supply. T_hc board. hail a llu_m­
ber of water fire-fightmg apphances, wlnch 
have now been handed over by the Govern­
ment, ancl the board is giving considcr:::tion 
to the future use of them. 

There was some industrial trouble nnd the 
firemen were out on strike for a brief period. 
The matter was taken to the Industrial Comt 
and later the men decided by ballot that 
no further action be taken. Everything has 
now settled down and the members of t!H? 
brigade and the board are working harmoni­
ously together. 

It >vill be necessary to increase the number 
of firemen in Brisbm1e. Since man-pmve1· 
authorities have relinquished their control 
over the men a number have resigned and 
others have been put on in their phces. I 
want to assure the Committee that every 
appli~a~ion for such a position is care~ully 
scrutnused and that the board stnctly 
adheres to the policy of preference to returned 
soldiers. Due consideration will be given to 
that policy in any replacements that tal;e 
place. It is importa.nt that we should obtain 
the right type of man for the position of 
firemen because the life is not an easy one. 
A number of people have the mistaken notion 
that all that a fireman has to do is to play 
a hose on a fire, whereas there are drills, 
training and examinations to be thought 
about. The men must pass the examinations 
before they can be promoted to the various 
grades, 2nd-class, 1st-class and officer. 
The board has endeavoured to help some of 
the older members of the brigade who have 
not been able to make the grade in the matter 
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of promotion. A tutor has been appointed 
to coach the men who submit themselves to 
the various examinations and the utmost 
attention is given by the men to this teach­
ing. An examination will be held in the 
near future. It was contended by some of 
the men that the period allowed before the 
examination was not long enough. The 
matter was referred to the Government and 
eventually it was agreed to extend the time. 

I thought that this Committee was entitled 
to have this information, seeing that the 
Government have a representative on the 
board. The indusb·ial trouble has passed 
away, the men are working happily and con­
tentedly, and in future we shall be able to 
make further improvements in the working 
conditions generally. 

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (2.24 p.m.): 
I know it is not competent for me on a vote 
such as this to criticise the basis on which 
fire-brigade boards are financed. I knovv 
at preRent they are financed by contributions 
of three-sevenths of the expenditure by insur­
ance companies, two-sevenths by the Govern­
ment, and two-sevenths by local authorities 
but I really think that justice would be done 
if nine-tenths were contributed bv insurance 
companies, as they are the people ·who benefit 
mainly by the existence of fire-brigade 
boards. 

However, the impDTtant matter that I wish 
to raise is that of extending fire-brigade ser­
vices if possible to towns like Ayr. So far 
it has no reticulated water supply but it has, 
shall we say, a good mobile, supply of water 
that would enable the fire brigade there to 
combnt a fire and prevent it from spreading 
and doing serious damage. I want to give 
some small idea of the parsimonious manner 
in which the Fire Underwriters' Association 
has viewed the matter and of its rapacity 
in other directions. 

The combined insurance companies contri­
bute their quota to the upkeep only of fire­
brigade boards. A little organisation in 
Ayr formed itself into a volunteer fire­
brigade. Its members gave their time and 
their labour, they made their mYn uniforms, 
they paid their own expenses, and they did 
everything they possibly could at their own 
expense to form and work the Ayr volunteer 
fire-brigade. So paltry were the fire-insurance 
companies in dealing with these men, despite 
the fact that by their little organisation they 
may have saved them a considerable sum of 
money, that on one occasion they refused to 
contribute the small amount of £12 10s. for 
some small fitting that was considered 
necessary. The only water supply in South 
Ayr is the railway water tanks. The Rail­
way Department agreed t.hat this organisa­
tion should draw water from these tanks, and 
further agreed to pay £12 10s., half the cost 
of £25, for a fitting required to make some 
connection to the tanks to enable the brigade 
to fill up the mobile tanks they carry 
with them to combat fires. Despite the 
fact that this brigade is working primarily 
and solely in the interests of the people, but 
mainly in the interests of the rapacious insur-
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ance companies and Fire Underwriters,. 
Association, they had t.he temerity and nerve 
to refuse to contribute this £12 10s. for the 
necessary fitting for the Ayr Volunteer Fire 
Brigade Board. 

I then took up the matter with the 
Minister, and received courteous considera­
tion. Some deficiency in the Act prevents. 
him from declaring Ayr a fire-brigades board 
within the meaning of the Act. Because Ayr 
has not a reticulated water supply, the town­
ship of Ayr cannot be declared a fire-brigade 
district within the meaning of the Act, and 
consequently we are unable to make the 
rapacious, greedy insurance comp_anies pay 
their part of the upkeep of this effici~nt 
organisation, with the result that the shi_re 
council which like all other shire council& 
has it; expenditure. governed from time to 
time by the various calls made on its general 
revenue, could not wholly maintain ~he 
service, notwithstanding its sympathy. With 
the brigade. Although the shire counCil has· 
helped the board to the utmost of its capacity, 
nevertheless much more should be done. I 
do not suggest this much more should be 
done by either the shire council or the Govern­
ment 'but some means should be devised to 
force' the insurance companies to bear t~eir 
share of the expenditure of such orgamsa­
tions as exist at Ayr a·nd other centres. 

I had the opportunity quite recently, in 
Ayr, of attending the annual meeting of_ this 
organisation. I never in all my expenence 
saw a body of men more intent on its work 
and so eager to do good to the community 
in their own time and at their own expense 
as its officers and men. It is a tragedy that 
such an organisation should have to rely on 
the good nature of its citizens. I know that 
the Minister's hands are tied by the Act as 
it stands and it is not competent for me to· 
suggest ~mendments to the Act during such 
a debate as this, but I do know that a 
horse and cart can be driven through an Act 
at times, and an Act would ;have to be 
pretty water-tight for one not to be a?le to· 
do so or to circumvent it. If that IS not 
so I hope that the Minister will bring down 
ad amendment to the Act to make the insur­
ance companies pay their share of the· 
expenditure necessary to enable this_ gallant 
little band in Ayr to carry on 1ts good 
work. 

~fr. TURNER (Kelvin Grove) (2.30 p.m.) : 
I have had some experience in fire-brigade 
work. I have been terribly disappointed in 
the work of the Metxopolitan Fire Brigade 
during the last 12 months. I have spoken 
on this matter on a previous occasion. Some· 
years ago the board made inquiries_ in ~he· 
South, seeking officers of better quahficahon· 
and skill than the local men possessed. 

I regret they have not succeeded in their· 
mission. They brought a man from South 
Australia with a reputation as long as y~mr 
arm who they contended was going to brmg· 
about efficiency and discipline within the bri­
gade. I regret to say he has had neither 
~fficiency nor discipline since he came here_ 
I refer to the Chief Officer. We had several 
serious fires during the last 12 months that 
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resulted in total losses. When one considers 
that the brigade has the most modern fire 
appliances available in any part of the world, 
and over 200 men-or they had during the 
year-there is ample reason why we should 
expect some saves in the fires that have taken 
J?lace, particularly the timber-mill fires, dur­
mg the last 12 months. 'l'here has been a 
definite shortage of timber and it is regret­
table to see timber mills totally destroyed. 

I agree with the hon. member for Munding­
burra as far as voltuntary fire brigades are 
concerned. As a young fellow I was a member 
of a volunteer fire brigade, and we could 
never get anything out of the mean grab­
bing insurance companies. We had to go 
round from house to house and collect from 
the workers' homes enough money to buy 
equipment to keep the fire brigade functioning. 

Mr. Brand: Does not the State Govern­
ment Insurance Office give you something~ 

)Ir. TURNER: It was not in existence in 
those days. I sincerely hope something will 
be done shortly about the fire brigade in 
Brisbane. There are rumours that it is going 
to build a new station in the vicinity of the 
Story Bridge. I hope the Minister will give 
the matter serious consideration before he 
commits himself to such a project. I think 
we should decentralise the fire brigade instead 
of centralising it. The idea behind this move 
is to centralise the brigade, to have an enor­
mous station there with a number of units. I 
say very definitely that those units should be 
spread in a circle round the city so as to 
eonverge on to the city rather than go out 
of the city. I saw several turnouts within 
recent months .and I saw as many as five 
vehicles chasing each other along the road. If 
the fire stations were distributed in small 
units, in a circle round the city, I think they 
would be of greater service to the community 
and they would give that service to workers' 
homes in the suburbs, which is very neces­
sary. 

Mr. Pie: You have suburban fire 
brigades. 

Mr. TURNER: We have very few 
suburban fire brigades; we have not sufficient 
for my liking. I think they should be spread 
at every half mile radius out so that the 
workers' homes would have the same pro­
tection as the big business houses in the city. 
Today, if a fire happens at Indooroopilly the 
unit has to leave Toowong near the railway 
station, and if a fire occurs between there 
and Ithaca a vehicle has to be sent from 
Ithaca or from Toowong. If anything hap­
pens at Ashgrove the vehicle has to come 
from Ithaca, and if anything happens at 
Kelvin Grove the same thing applies. 

nr. Pie: It would be a pity if two fires 
occurred at once. 

Mr. TURNER: It would be a greater 
pity if a worker's home caught fire and was 
burnt before the brigade unit got to it because 
there was no fire brigade within its area. I 
.:am not suggesting there would be a fire at 
all those places. If a fire brigade is sta-

tioned every half mile in a circle round Bris­
bane we should have a more efficient service; 
and there would be a unit or two within the 
city boundary. 

nr. Pie: You would have a lot of fire 
stations if you had them every half mile. 

Mr. TURNER: I said, "every half mile 
radius.'' You would not have them all 
together. It would be far better to have 
fire brigade stations spread out like that than 
having a team of 100 men stationed in the 
city. 

The units stationed there have to race out 
to help the small units already stationed in 
the suburbs. I sincerely hope that before 
an enormous amount of money is spent on a 
large station to house 11 units in the city 
proper, additional units be stationed in the 
suburbs. 

My suggestion would also enable the men 
engaged in fire-brigade work to gain promo­
tion. A man does not want to be a fireman 
all his life. If he has initiative he wants 
to become an officer or be placed in charge 
of a station. I know of some men in the 
brigade today who have been in it for over 
30 years and because of the limited number 
of opportunities they are still first-class fire· 
men. They are quite capable and without 
any hesitation I say that a number are more 
capable than the present Chief Officer 
although I know that is a big claim to make. 
Their experience and knowledge of fire work 
generally are very much greater than his and 
again I say vtithout hesitation that if he 
would stay away from the big fires and let 
them do the job the loss would be considerably 
less. 

I agree with the hon. member for Munding­
burra that if the Government insisted that 
a larger share of the profits of the insurance 
companies, on whose behalf fire brigades 
principally operate, should be paid to the 
brigades, stations could be increased in the 
suburbs, that is, if it is finance that is the 
trouble. A better service would thereby be 
given to the people who keep the insurance 
companies going financially; 90 per cent. of 
the workers have their homes and furniture 
insured with these companies. 

Mr. Aikens: I would say 99 per cent. 

Mr. TURNER: I was being generous. I 
agree that the percentage would be higher 
but I never like exaggeration. I prefer to 
underestimate. The rake-off of these fire 
insurance companies is tremendous. 

The hon. member for Isis mentioned the 
State Government Insurance Office. Had it 
not been for the establishment of that office 
the insurance companies would today be 
sitting behind a huge financial pile. The 
establishment of the State office and its 
reduction of the premiums on both fire and 
life insurance compelled insurance companies 
that wished to remain in the business to 
reduce their premiums. Moreover, had it not 
been for this action of the Government, people 
who insure their homes and furniture would 
be in a very sorry plight today. 
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Mr. Morris: How do our premiums com­
pare with those of other States~ 

Mr. TURNER: They are considerably 
less in Queensland than in the other States, 
because of the competition from the State 
office. 

Mr. Brand: Are you sure of that? 

Mr. TURNER: The hon. member can 
study the Commonwealth Year Book which 
is to be found in the library. I c~mmend 
my suggestion to the very serious considera­
tion of the Minister. 

Mr. THEODORE (Herbert) (2.38 p.m.) : 
It must be realised that the fire brigades 
rendered a wonderful service during the war. 
I am not in a position to judge of the 
capabilities of the Chief Officer of the Bris­
bane fire brigade or compare him with others 
but I know exactly what happened in my 
own area during the critical war years, par­
ticularly in the war-zone areas such as Innis­
fail and Tully. The people there were told 
they had to make adequate provision to cope 
with any emergency that might arise at any 
moment and they got very groat assistance 
from the board in Brisbane. It assisted in 
every way possible. The Secretary for Health 
and Home Affairs did everything he could to 
help the brigades in these districts to put 
themselves in a position to cope as far as 
possible with anything that might arise, and 
It was no easy matter. 

The districts are widely scattered. Should 
anything have happened in some of the areas 
about 15 or 20 miles from the fire station 
the position would have been serious. With 
the assistance of the department and of 
Mr. Stephens, Chief Officer of the Metro­
politan Fir·e Brigades Board, adequate safe­
guards were taken against serious outbreaks. 
I must give credit tu Mr. Stephens for the 
way in which he helped our people. I pay 
tribute also to Mr. King, the Chief Officer 
of the Innisfail Fire Brigade. He has 
invented an appliance that would have proved 
invaluable in the event of emergency caused 
by enemy action. It is an arrangement that 
assured him of an adequate water supply 
at all times by damming drains and using 
pumps. His invention has been adopted in 
many parts of the State. By retaining some 
of the fire-fighting equipment such as trailer 
pumps and other appliances that were pro­
vided by the Civil Defence Organisation we 
have an adequate fire-fighting service in 
outside centres. 

I agree with previous speakers who said 
that the insurance companies enjoy greater 
benefits as a result of the higher efficiency 
of fire brigades, and ther•efore should bear 
more of the cost. 

Mr. POWER (Baroona) (2.43 p.m.): I 
wish to correct the hon. member for Kelvin 
Grove on one or two matters. He has referred 
to the appointment of officers from Southern 
States. The Acting Premier, who was then 
Secretary for Health and Home Affairs, 
pointed out at the time of the appointment 
that it was not a result o·f any conflict between 

the officers and the board that southern appli­
cants were selected. He pointed out that it 
was thought that a more efficient service 
could be given. Certain members of the 
board-I was not then a member-went south 
and selected two officers who are now doing 
an excellent job. I must contradict the hon. 
member for Kelvin Grove and say that there 
are both discipline and efficiency in the fire 
brigade now. The efficiency of the brigade 
was never higher than it is now. 

The hon. member referred to fires in timber 
yards. He should know that it all depends 
on the time when the board is notified of the 
fire whether the timber yard is completely 
destroyed. I do not think we can blame 
the brigade or any member of the board if 
a timber yard is completely gutted. 

The hon. member also referred to the 
building of a new fire station. I might point 
out that the plans have been approved by 
the Government. It is proposed to erect a 
new fire station at Kemp Place. The property 
has been bought out of loan funds obtained 
for that purpose. Approval has been given 
by the Government, plans have been prepared, 
but the work was delayed because of the 
war. No doubt it will have to be delayed 
still further because priority must be 
given to housing. It is essential that a new 
central fire station be erected because the 
present one is obsolete. 

I cannot agree with the hon. member for 
Kelvin Grove about decentralisation. We 
have decentralisation now. We have fire 
stations at Sandgate, Nundah, Albion, Hamil­
ton, Wynnum, South Brisbane, Ithaca, Too­
wong, in fact we have one wherever it is 
po·ssible to put a station. Each station is 
equipped with suitable machines and an 
adequate number of men. 

Immediately a call is made, if the officer 
of the district calling wants anotlHJr appli­
ance, the man in charge of the control room 
sends one from the nearest station, if he 
thinks it is necessary. If a large number 
of stations are set up with the idea of 
decentralisation, the amount that it will cost 
the Government will be out of all proportion 
to the benefit. 

Mr. Aikens: Why make the Government 
pay it? Why not increase the quota payable 
by the insurance companiesW 

Mr. POWER: I assure the hon. member 
that I have no brief for the insurance com­
panies, but whatever precept the insurance· 
companies have to pay the Government have 
to pay too. The Metropolitan Fire Brigades· 
Board, with the equipment it has, is quite· 
capable of controlling any fire that might 
occur, provided it has reasonable notice. 

Mr. Pie: You would not put fire brigades 
every half mile, would you~ 

Mr. POWER: No. 
The most modern equipment is available to 

the fire brigades in Brisbane as the result 
of the action of the Department of Health 
and Home Affairs in connection with A.R.P. 
work. As a matter of fact, the board in 
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Brisbane has a surplus of material. We have 
investigated many items of new equipment 
that lwye been referred to us, but we know 
that the equipment we already possess is 
quite capable of doing the job and we do not 
intend to spend the money of the board­
we _are only trustees of public moneys-in 
buymg some new, fancy equipment. \Ve do 
not •;·ant ~ancy goods. We want something 
that 1s sohd and capable of doing the job. 

I desire to tell the hon. member for Kelvin 
·Grove that whoever his informant is as to 
the alleged conflict between the officers and 
the board, he has been sadly misled. As a 
matter of fact, the board cannot get enough 
{)fficers. \V e are short of officers now and 
have been for a number of years. Many 
men who are quite capable firemen have not 
b_een able to pass the qualifying examina­
twn to enable them to become officers. As a 
matter of fact, the board requested permission 
from the Govemment to shorten from five 
;years to three the period a man must serve 
as a fireman before being eligible to sit for 
the officers' examination. The department 
gave the request due consideration but was 
desirous of helping the men who had aivcn 
the board long service. It said to the b~ard 
"'You must have a look at the examinatio~ 
pape1: that _is set. Are you giving thes'e men 
sufficient tlme to pass the examination~'' 
·The Government of course neither could nor 
would instruct the examix{ing board but it 
said, "~e think _it. would be a good' idea if 
you considered giVmg these men more time 
in which to pass the examination." 'rhe 
-e:-:amining bo~r~ readily accepted the &ugges­
twn. In add1bon, the board even appointed 
a tutor to coach these men in order to help 
them to qualify as officers. A number of 
them will sit for the examination that is 
being held in November and I believe the 
time for the completion of the paper has 
been extended from three hours to nine. 
That has been done in an effort to help these 
men who have given years of service to the 
board to qualify as officers. 

Whoever gave the hon. member for Kelvin 
Gro:ve his information has been wrongly 
adv1sed. That statement is not true and 
I regret to le am that one of my colleagues 
has been misled by information supplied to 
him by some irresponsible person. 

Mr. '!'l;JRNER (Kelvin Grove) (2.49 p.m.): 
I antlc1pated that the hon. member for 
Baroona would have something to say in 
;eply to me. I do not know what his object 
1s. However, I say very definitely that before 
l1e had anything to do with the board con­
flict existed between the board and the 
,officers. Mr. McKenzie and Mr. Moore were 
then Acting Chief Officer and Deputy Chief 
Officer, respectively. ·with the exception of 
Mr. Kent, C"hief Officer of the Melbourne 
FiTe BTigade and Commonwealth Fire Officer 
Mr. Moore has higher credentials than any 
,other man in Australia. 

The board would not back him up in 1942 
when an American sailor took a 5-gallon keg 
·of beer on his shoulder and walked into the 
iire-brigade station. He ordered him to take 
it out, and the man refused. When Mr. 

Moore rang up the chairman of the board the 
chairman did not have the courage to do his 
job. He is a very fine man personally, but 
as chairman of the board he was a hopeless 
failure. He said to MT. Moore, ''Forget all 
about it; it is Christmas time.'' Here was 
an officer in charge of the organisation, the 
Metropolitan Fire Brigades, trying to 
get discipline, and the chairman of the board 
lets him down. That was the root of the 
evil at the fire-brigade station, and it went 
from bad to worse, and then it was reported 
to the Government that the two officers at the 
brigade could not get discipline. They could 
not get discipline because the board would 
not back them up. The board advertised 
for a chief officer and a deputy-chief officer 
all over Australia. Certain members of the 
board were sent south for the purpose. The 
hon. member for Baroona was not then a 
member of the board. 

lUr. Power: I made that quite clear too. 

Mr. TURNER: Yes, but the hon. member 
tried to camouflage the position. 'rhere is no 
man in this Chamber who can give me any 
advice on fire-brigade work or the conduct or 
control of fire-brigade boards, because I 
served under the most capable chief officer 
that ever put on a uniform. It was one of the 
most efficient fire brigades in Australia at 
the time, and we worked with one-tenth the 
strength and equipment they have today. Let 
anybody go down to Brabant 's building in 
Cha'Tlotte street and see what happened there. 
If he can say that the Chief Officer has justi­
fied his position, then I say there is some­
thing wrong with him. No matter how effici­
ent the men are, if they are not directed 
correctly they become inefficient. They have 
very capable men there, but if the Chief 
Officer does not direct them in an efficient 
manner they cannot do their job efficiently. 
If anyone went down to Brabant 's building 
today and saw that place he would never 
believe that a fire brigade existed in Bris­
bane. TheTe you would see only the four 
walls standing, although there is a 12-inch 
salt-water main running past the door to 
which modern pumps could be attached. 
Then there is the city water supply running 
past the door as well. There weTe plenty of 
men, but they were not applied properly. I 
say that very definitely. 

Mr. Pie: Were not what? 

lUr. TURNER: Not applied properly. 
Several officers were viTtually comt-martialled 
because of the fire that occurred in R. M. 
Gow's. That is where the trouble staTted, 
because three firemen lost their live9. They 
did not do what they were instructed to do 
in their training. 

Mr. Pie: That is a strong indictment. 
JUr. TURNER: I have said it all before. 

I have said it outside, and I do not want 
any directions in this matter from the hon. 
member for Windsor. The first thing a fire­
man is taught is that the hose is his life­
line. They went into the fire .at R. M. Gow's, 
and then .an officer went in to see how they 
weTe getting on. Just then the debris came 
down on them, or about where they were, and 
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fumes overcame them. They lost control of 
themselves apparently, and instead of getting 
down on the floor, where the fresh air was, 
and crawling along the hose, they apparently 
walked out, and instead of walking straight 
out they walked into the manager's office and 
could not get out. That was the cause of 
their losing their lives. They tried to tack 
that on to several officers of the brigade, but 
they failed, fortunately. That is what hap­
pened. 'roday they have a man who goes to 
the fires in a separate motor car. Hon. mem­
bers know what happened here when several 
men were nearly killed in a collision between 
the Chief Officer's car and the first reel. He 
went one way and the reel went another. 
They collided at the corner of Creek and 
Adelaide Streets. 

Mr. Pie: How should the superintendent 
go to a fireW 

Mr. TURNER: He should certainly be 
on the first reel. That is his job. Instead 
he goes out in a sedan car. 

Mr. Brand: You are fairly practical in 
saying that. 

Mr. TURNER: That is only sound sense. 
The chief officer advises and directs, yet this 
man l'UShes to a fire in a sedan car. On this 
occasion, the reel went out before him and 
took one course and he went out in his 
ear and took another, and they collided at 
the corner of the street. I differ with the 
hon. member for Baroona as to promotions. 
If half a dozen smaller stations were estab­
lished their cost would be no greater than 
a big station. 

lUr. Power: We cannot get the officers. 

Mr. TURNER.: If the P'roper incentive 
were there the board would get the officers. 
The incentive may be present at the moment. 
It may have been there since the hon. mem­
ber for Baroona has been on the board. I 
hope that his being there made the change. 
I do want to emphasise that if the right 
incentive exists there will be ample oppor· 
tunity for the board to obtain officers. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Norman by-Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs) (2.57 p.m.): 
I should like to emphasise that under the 
Fire Brigades Acts a specific organisation is 
prescribed for fire-brigade boards. The 
boards consist of an adequate representa­
tion of the interests concerned. Practical 
experience over a period of years has 
gradually laid down fire-brigade policy, 
particularly with respect to by-laws and 
regulations. On the whole that policy is 
·working fairly efficiently throughout the 
State. The Government look to the board to 
manage its own business. Occasionally, the 
Government have assisted, as in meeting the 
request from a section of the employees that 
the hon. member for Baroona mentioned. 
when after an investigation an endeavom: 
was made to give a reasonable opportunity 
to many of the older firemen who otherwise 
would not be able to do so to get the assist­
ance of a tutor to pass the examination. 

Mr. Power: The Government did a good 
job t;here, too. 

Itlr. FOLEY: Many of the men said that 
the period set for the theoretical examination 
was too short, while others ~aid they required 
more coaching. As a result of the Govern­
ment's intervention and advice, the board 
supplied a tutor for the men and extended 
the time for examination. 

Mr. Power: A lot more time. 

Mr. FOLEY: That is so. It is now pos­
sible that these older men may pass the 
the01·etical side of the examination and thus 
become very fine officers. Time alone will 
tell. 

I \Vant to emphasise that whether the 
Metropolitan Fire Brigade Board should 
establish more sub-stations and adopt a 
policy of decentralisation is entirely one for 
the board in its wisdom to decide. It has 
to consider whether it can equip the sub­
stations, whether the increased expenditure is 
warranted, and whether it is giving a fair 
measure of service to the community under 
the present set-up. · 

As the hon. member for Mundingburra 
indicated, he has been very active on the 
question of the board in the Ayr district, 
but I am afraid he has tackled the matter 
slightly from the wrong angle. 

He has made an effort, for instance, 
through representations to the Department 
of HPalth a'nd Home Affairs for assistance 
to the voluntary fire brigade, but it is not 
the policy, where we can get a board estab­
lished under the Fire Brigades Act, to help 
a voluntary organisation in the way in 
which we woulil help a properly established 
board. Although he has made representa­
tion for the setting up of a· board in that 
district I should like to point out that is 
not his function. The matter of recommend­
ing to the Government that a board be set 
up is really a function of the local govern­
ing body in the area concerned. 

Mr. Aikens: Is that what is holding the 
matter up~ 

Itir. FOLEY: That is what is holding it 
up. 

Mr. A'ikens: Thank you very much. 

Mr. FOLEY: There is also a misconcep­
tion on the part of the council in thinking 
it must have a proper reticulation system 
or water-supply system before a board will 
be established. That is not so. A number 
of places that have already applied for the 
establishment of a board, such as Spring­
sure and Clermont, have no reticulated 
water supply; they will have to organise a 
mobile system. The same should be done 
at Ayr. I think eventually, when this mis­
understanJing is cleared up, an apTJ1ication 
will be made. 

I might mention for the hon. member's 
information that we have indicated to the 
Ayr council that if we set up a board in that 
place we have available three trailer pumps, 
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1,600 ft. of hose and six branch fittings to 
enable the boanl to attach more ho~es 
thereto. At Home Hill we offered the board 
two trailer pumps, 2,000 ft. of hose and four 
branch fittings. So there is no danger as 
far as equipment is concerned; we ha Ye 
plenty of it, and if they feel a little more 
is. necessary in those places, and they are 
Willing to fall into line, as other districts 
have done, we see no difficulty of providing 
fire-fighting facilities. 

Mr. Brand: Do you sell it or give it to 
them~ 

lUr. FOLK¥: We sell it at a nominal 
charge, a peppercorn charge. 

Mr. Brand: What is the charge? 

Mr. FOLEY: Very small indeed. 

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (3.3 p.m.) : 
I thank the Minister very sincerely for clear­
ing up tha't matter, and I am confident that 
the job will be gone on with. As I men­
tioned, I did take the matter as far as I 
tlwught I could possibly go. I was under a 
slight misconception. I thought the shire 
council had applied for the g-azettal of Ayr 
as a fire brigade district and I had been to'lc1 
that such request could not be granted until 
they had a: reticulation water supply there. 
I .am plcased.that the misconception was only 
slight. I believe the council itself was under 
the misconception that the board could not be 
gazetted without a reticulated water supply. 
I shall be . only too pleased to make urgent 
re~resentatw_n both to the board and the Ayr 
Slure Council to have A vr dccla'rcd a fire 
brigade district. ·· 

Like the hon. member for Kelvin Grove 
I purposely divided my speech into two parts 
today, as provided for under the Standing 
Orders because I wanted to differentiate 
between two things that I wished to touch 
upon o!l thi~ vote. I want to say this in 
connectiOn wrth fire-brigade boards in gene­
ral: while there was a danger of air attack 
the fire brigades were a part of the Civil 
Defence Organisation. I think Townsville 
was the only city of Queensland that was 
actually bombed and had first-hand experi­
ence of the debt we owe to the fire brigades. 
The work of the Civil Defence Organisation 
in Townsville was magnificent. Every man 
and every unit, no matter how small, worked 
magnificently. The fire-brigade board started 
off under a tremendous handicap. I did not 
get an opportunity last year to speak on 
this vote beca'use it did not come before the 
Committee and this is the first opportunity 
I have had since I have been a member of 
Parliament to pay my tribute to the Towns­
ville Fire-Brigades Board as one unit in the 
whole A.R.P. set-up in Townsville. 

During last session I asked the Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs who had put 
the saltwater mains and cocks in the streets 
of Brisbane and at what cost. The Minister 
replied that the Government had borne the 
whole of the cost of these saltwater auxiliary 
fire-fighting mains and the who·le cost of the 
pumping equipment and that the total co~t 

was £57,000. It has been said more than once 
-because we in the North felt we had been 
neglected during the early years of the war 
-that not only had the Menzies-Fadden 
Government declared the Brisbane line as far 
as the military defence of Queensland was 
concerned, but that the State Government 
had declared the Brisbane line as far as the 
civil defence of Queensland was concerned. 

Mr. Foley: That is not correct. 

Mr. AIKENS :. When one considers these 
hard solid facts given to me by the Minister 
himself, that the Government alone, on their 
own volition, spent £57,000 to provide 
auxiliary water mains in the streets of Bris­
bane and not one half-penny to provide 
auxiliarv water mains in the streets of Towns­
ville, which was the only city bombed, and 
incidentally was 830 miles closer to the J aps 
than Brisbane--

Mr. Foley: They contended that they 
had an adequate supply. 

Mr. AIKENS: They contended nothing of 
the sort. As a matter of fact, on one occa­
sion they went into· the question of incurring 
the expense of providing a float to be put 
into Ross Creek so they could pump water 
from Ross Creek and the Department of 
Health and Home Affairs, I am informed 
by the members nf the board, repudiated its 
share of the expenditure in connection with 
the auxiliary fire-fighting supplies of To>ms­
ville. 

Mr. Tbeodore: What good would they be 
to you now~ 

Mr. AIKENS: As the hon. member for 
Herbert suggests, they would not be any 
good to us now. They would not be any 
more use to us now than those 12-inch and 
15-inch mains in the streets of Brisbane, 
but they would have been of inestimable 
benefit to us in those days of 1942 if thnse 
bombs, instead of falling into the sea, had 
fallen on the centre of Townsville and set 
Townsville alight, because at that time not 
only did we not have an auxiliary fire-fight­
ing water supply but the city of Townsville 
had been called on to supply water not only 
for its 40,000 civil population, but for 100,000 
military personnel. For that reason we were 
vitally and tragically short of fresh water 7 

not only for drinking and domestic purposes, 
but for fire-fighting purposes. We had only 
two reservoirs· until about the middJ.e of the 
war, and on some occasions one was empty. 
We were hard put to it to keep enough water 
in our two reservoirs-we have three now, 
one having been constructed since-to keep 
enough water in one to provide the domestic 
supply for civilians and troops, and had a 
fire occurred any distance from Ross Creek 
it would probably have wiped out a consider­
able part of the city. If a fire occurred 
providentially clo·se to Ross Creek I know 
the Townsvil1e Fire Brigade Board could have 
run a suction hose into Ross Creek. But there 
are 40,000 people in Townsville, spread all 
over the place. Probably it is the best-spread 
city of its size in the world. Only a very small 
part O'f Townsville is adjacent to Ross Creek, 
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or adjacent to this surface saltwater supply, 
and consequently we should have been at the 
mercy of the flames if those bombs landed 
on Townsville instead of landing in the har­
bour, and we should have been at the mercy 
of the flames because the Gov·ernment did 
not see fit to give us the auxiliary water 
supply that they gave to Brisbane. 

As I say, all these things are over. Pro­
videntially we were saved. We did not have 
the fire, nevertheless the wounds that we 
thought were inflicted on us by the State 
Government are still raw and tender, and it 
1·emains to be seen whether time will com­
pletely heal the wounds and remove the 
tenderness. 

I should be lacking in my duty as a citizen 
o·f Townsville if I did not pay my tribute 
not only to the war-time efficiency of the 
Townsville Fire Brigades Board but to its 
peace-time efficiency. It is an old saying 
among the cognoscenti in Townsville, ''If 
you want to set yo·ur house on fire then do 
it in any city in Queensland bar Towns­
ville.'' The Townsville }'ire Brigade does 
not give the arsonist any chance at all. 

Mr. Devries: Neither does the Longreach 
brigade. 

Mr. AIKENS: I have no experience of 
the fire brigade at Longreach but I am 
willing to take the assurance of the hon. 
member for Gregory that it is as efficient 
as the Townsville brigade and if the Long­
reach brigade is as efficient as the Towns­
ville brigade then the people of Longreach 
are very fortunate indeed. I remember the 
time at Cloncurry when a fire was set and 
>Then the firemen went to get the fire engine 
out they found that not only had the spark 
plugs been removed from the fire engine but 
that thP hvdrant holes in the main near the 
fire had b"een filled with bitumen and sand 
so that even if they could have got the engine 
going and got it to the scene of the fire 
they would have been unable to sink the 
hydrants into the main. Those things do not 
happen in Townsville. 

I do not know that it is necessary for me 
to stand up here and indulge in a flam­
buoyant panegyric of the superintendent of 
the Townsville Fire Brigade and of the fire­
men, but. as an alderman of the Townsville 
{Jity Council and because a substantial portion 
of Townsville comes within my electorate I 
take this opportunity of placing on record 
the fact that I stood in this Chamber and 
paid my humble tribute of gratitude to the 
efficiency of the Townsville Fire Brigade. 

Mr. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (3.11 
p.m.): I agree with this vote and hope that 
it will soon be passed. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Norman by-Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs) ( 3.12 p.m.) : 
I cannot allow to go unchallenged the charge 
by the hon. member for Mundingburra that 
the Government neglected Townsville so far 
as fire-fighting equipment was concerned. As 
an alderman of the Townsville City Council 
and as the representative of the Munding­
burra electorate in this Parliament he should 

know better than that. He should have some 
idea of what the Government have done. 
Auxiliary fire-fighting equipment was granted 
not only to Townsville but to .every town 
on the coast and to every town and city in 
what was then regarded as the vulnerable 
area. 

Mr. Aikens: What is the good of equip­
ment without water~ 

Mr. FOLEY: The fact that there were 
no pipe lines through the streets of Towns­
ville is no argument whatsoever. ·with the 
up-to-date trailer-pump equipment that was 
supplied there was no need for a pipe line. 
That equipment could have dealt with any 
emergency that arose. It cost the Govern­
ment hundreds and thousands of pounds dur­
ing the war period to endeavour to give the 
population of this State the fullest possible 
protection. It so happened that a pipe line 
was necessary in Brisbane to provide an 
additional water supply for efficient fire­
fighting purposes. At Townsville a great 
part of the city could have been protected 
simply by tapping the Ross River with trailer 
pumps and using fire-fighting equipment of 
the highest possible order as supplied by the 
Government. The points made by the hon. 
member are not in accordance with fact. The 
Government provided equipment not only for 
'l'ownsville but for every city and town in 
the vulnerable area of the State. 

Vote (Fire Brigades) agreed to. 

MENTAL HYGIENE. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Norman by-Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs) (3.14 p.m.): 
I move-

'' That £414,659 be granted for 'Mental 
Hygiene.' '' 

This sum is approximately £72,000 greater 
than the amount that was expended during 
last financial year, and the amount expended 
last financial year was about £40,000 less than 
the sum appropriated. This was due mainly 
to two causes. First there was a shortage of 
man-power, with a consequent saving of 
salaries and wages amounting to £12,472. 
Then there is the fact that a number of 
proposed works could not be undertaken, and 
certain equipment purchases could not be 
made owing to war conditions. This meant a 
saving of £28,513 in maintenance and inci­
dentals for the five institutions concerned. 

The increase in the amount required for 
this financial year in comparison with the 
amount expended last year is accounted for 
by sala1·ies and wages, £42,569, and main­
tenance and incidentals, £29,636. 

The reasons for the estimated increase at 
the Brisbane Mental Hospital are-

(a) Increased salaries consequent on a new 
award; 

(b) A small increase of 13 in the staff 
required, the additional positions 
included being one consulting medical 
officer (psychiatrist), one clerk-typist, 
two cooks, two kitchen men, one gar­
dener, two grave diggers, one appren­
tice blacksmith, two laundrymen and 
one seamstress; 
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(c) The anticipation of a normal staff in 
place of the present depleted one. 

Owing to the shortage of man-power the 
staff at that institution, as well as others, has 
been very much depleted. I believe that con­
dition has been more marked at the Brisbane 
Mental Hospital than in other institution, 
and I desire to pay a tribute to the sacrifices 
of the members of the existing staff for the 
way they have co-operated, from the Medical 
Superintendent down to the labourer, in help­
ing to carry on the institution during a 
difficult period. 

At the Ipswich Mental Hospital the increase 
is due to increased salaries consequent on a 
new a>vard and provision for the employment 
of three additional female nurses and a 
painter. There again we have been in diffi­
culty through the shortage of staff, and it is 
hoped that before this financial yea1· is over 
we shall be able to provide a normal staff 
thus improving conditions for those who hav~ 
had to carry on during a very difficult period. 

At the Toowoomba Mental Hospital also 
the increase is due to increased salaries con­
sequent upon a new award, and to provision 
for the employment of one additional female 
nurse and a carpenter, and the anticipation 
of a normal staff in place of the present 
depleted one. At that institution what is 
called a regulation strike has been carried on 
for a long period, and as a result the matron 
and the sub-matrons on certain days have 
virtually had to carry the whole of the burden 
of looking after wards left without attendants. 
However, in spite of this regulation strike 
which has been ('llrried on more as a protest 
against the grave shortage of staff than any­
thing else, the members of this staff have, on 
the whole, done a very fino job. The depart­
ment was utterly helpless in providing a 
normal staff. Repeated applications were 
made to the man-power authorities, who in 
turn went out of their way to meet the posi­
tion by directing certain employees to the 
institution. Unfortunately, however, they had 
to adopt what was more or less a haphazard 
met~od and many persons directed to the 
institution refused to obey that direction. 
Further, many of the people who complied 
with the direction were not at all suitable 
for the duties that had to be performed. 

At the Townsville Montal Hospital, an addi­
tional male nurse, who was previously paid 
from maintenance and incidentals, has been 
provided for in this vote. 

At the Epileptic Home one additional 
attendant, a wardsman, has been provided 
for. 

I think I have given a fairly clear outline 
of some of the reasons for the increased 
amount required in this vote this vear and 
I take this opportunity of complimentin'g the 
members of all staffs generally for the 
splendid way in which they have carried on 
during the war period. 

The Government have been handicapped in 
getting staff and buildings. In many instances 
we have had to crowd the wards, compelling 
patients to mingle under conditions that would 
not have been allowed in normal times. We 

have not been able to provide for any 
extensions or do even repairs in many 
instances, yet we have had to accept the 
patients as they came along. Despite all this, 
the Medical Superintendent and the staff 
generally have carried out a very fine service 
to the community. Even today we are short 
of doctors. We have asked the Commonwealth 
Government to releas2 certain men from the 
Army and the Air Force so that we might 
increase our medical staff and we now await 
their reply. Even now, when the war is 
supposed to be over, we are still meeting 
with difficulties and we shall not finally over­
come them until the medical staff is increased 
to normal levels. 

Since last session we have endeavoured to 
extend our operations by the establishment 
of a psychiatric clinic that would enable 
many people to avoid the necessity of having 
to go to a mental hospital. Various methods 
of tr·eatment are adopted. The clinic con­
sists of one of our best physicians as a 
psychiatrist and a psychologist in Professor 
Kyle. Each case is different from the others. 
A proper examination must be made to deter· 
mine whether advice only is necessary to put 
a patient on the right track to health or 
whether some form of treatment is 
required. However, we are confident that 
by the establishment of this clinic many 
forms of mental illness will be corrected in 
their early stages and the patients thus pre­
vented from drifting on as many have done 
hitherto, only to develop into incurable cases 
to be sent to one of our mental institutions. 

Mr. Morris: Has that clinic been estab­
lished yet~ 

~Ir. FOLEY: It is operating at the present 
time. It is situated in the old premises of 
the Commissioner for Railways in George 
street, facing Adelaide street. The place is 
now being renovated and the best advice wili 
be given by medical men. At the hospitals 
themselves there has been much development 
in recent years in connection with shock treat­
ment. I had an opportunity of observing the 
application of the·se methods, which are prac­
tised by private mental practitioners, too. 
They are yielding very fine results in cases 
that are amenable to that form of treatment. 
People suffering from hallucinations have 
after a period of appropriate shock treat­
ment left the mental institution cured and 
with no danger of ever becoming a permanent 
charge upon the community. 

Naturally as time goes on the work will 
progress. Very fine scientific work is being 
engaged in by the medical profession, not 
only in this but. in other countries. There 
are no misers in the medical ·world. That 
is to say, particula'rs of any success achieved 
anywhere are published in the medical jour­
nals. If that success is achieved in A us­
tralia the rest of the world thereby benefits 
and conversely, if some scientific discovery is 
made in Europe or America, Australia benefits. 
Dr. Stafford, as a result of his trip round the 
world on the advice and at the expense of 
the Government, naturally is now better able 
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to conduct this big organisation success­
fully than hitherto. As time goes on and 
:as more tradesmen and material become 
. available to enable us to proceed with repairs 
.and improvements, and when more medical 
practitioners and skilled nurses become avail­
able too, we can look forward with a good 
·deal of hope to the reBults of the treatment 
patients will receive in the future. 

Mr. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (3.28 
p.m.): Although I have observed that the 
vote this year is an increase of £72,000 as 
compared with that of last year I am not 
worrying so much about it. It is unfor­
tunate that mental hospitals have to be pro­
vided. The number of patients affected 
with mental disturbances and diseases in 
'Queensland is on the increase. Possibly 
that is so in other States too but the fact 
remains that there are far too many patients. 
We should adopt a: policy of prevention 
rather than one of bricks and mortar. In 
J 938 I asked the Government to appoint a 
psychiatrist and spend more money in the 
prevention of mental diseases. I honestly 
believe that a great deal can be done in that 
direction with the aid of medical science. 

I want to pay a tribute to t11e medical 
profession, notwithstanding the fact that 
some h011. members have cried them down, 
so to speak. That is by the way; we had 
a sufficiency of party politics yesterday. I 
look upon this department as being non­
party. As the Minister said, whatever scien­
tific discovery is made from study is passed 
round through the various medical journals 
for the benefit of the suffering world. That 
is in contrast with the work of an inventoT. 
When he achieves success he takes out a 
patent for his invention and derives a gre~t 
income from it. That is not so in the medi­
cal world, notwithstanding wlmt is said in 
this Chamber. Therefore, the medical pro­
fession are to be congratulated very heartily. 

If the Minister follows up my suggestion 
Df adopting a policy of prevention I will 
congratulate him. Our method of treatment 
of mental disorders should be more along 
the lines of prevention. It is unfortunate 
that we have so many mental patients in our 
institutions; therefore, "·e must take care 
in treatment. The time is opportune for the 
ereation of an intermediate or half-way insti­
tution. There are certain people, particu­
larly older people, in the community who 
should not be sent to an ordinary menta1 
hospital to mix with patients suffering from 
all types of mental disease, as the Minister 
stated a little while ago. 

I knew it before the Minister mentioned 
it and I was glad he mentioned it. It shows 
that the Government realise the seriousness 
of the position. It is absolutely wrong to 
have these people placed in rooms and cell_s 
and mess rooms with bad cases. The half­
way house that I spoke of should be bn_ilt 
on the lines of a clinic; it should compnse 
several buildings, which should be surrounded 
by beautiful flower gardens. It is the duty 
of Dr. Stafford to work out the details. I 
pay a compliment to him; I believe he takes 
a great interest in all these matters. I ask 

the Minister to speed up the work and grant 
more money for the provision of study facili­
ties for young medical men in scientific 
research . 

In the course of half an hour we shall 
be into the eighth day of the Estimates, 
although we have dealt with only one and 
a-half departments. I will not delay the 
Committee because there are several other 
Estimates-three in particular-that I think 
should not be shelved. I will mention them, 
whether the Caucus takes advantage of it 
or not-Lands, Railwa"ys and Agriculture and 
Stock. 

Vote (Mental Hygiene) agreed to. 

LAZARETS. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Norman by-Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs) (3.32 p.m.): 
I move-

" That £26,901 be granted for 
'Lazarets '. ' ' 

The amount represents an increase of 
approximately £10,000 on the amount 
expei1ded for the last financial year, 
1944-45. The increase required for 
1945-46 is due to salaries at Peel Island £530, 
and salaries for Fantome Island £928, making 
a total of £1,458; and under the headi:r;g of 
''Maintenance .and Incidentals'' there Is an 
amount of £8,838, which make the total of 
£10,296. 

Jir. Brand: Does that include Dr. Reye? 

Mr. FOLEY: He may be included in the 
Chief Office vote. 

The increase of two in the staff required 
at Peel Island, compared with the staff 
employed during 1944-45, is due to the 
employment of a gardener and a housekeeper. 
An additional labourer takes the place of an 
attendant. 

The whole of the staff at Fantome Island 
(Lock Hospital and Lazaret). were previously 
provided for under the salanes v?te fo: th_e 
Lock Hospital. As the last-mentwned msti­
tution has now been closed, a superintendent 
and an assistant for the lazaret have been 
provided in this -:ote. LaBt yeE, si;x e~pl~yees 
in all were provided for the tw~ mstituti?ns. 
What is known as the lock hospital was situ­
ated at one end of Fan tome Island and the 
lazaret at the other end. As a result of the 
work that has been carried out by medical 
men in the head office, we have cleaned up 
most of the venereal cases there. 

JUr. Brand: Through penicillin? 

Mr. FOLEY: By penicillin principally. 
They have been virtually closed up. 

Mr. Brand: Will Dr. Reye be doing full­
time work on leprosy~ 

Mr. FOLEY: Virtually full-time. work. 
He may occasionally relieve elsewhe_re If the;e 
is a shortage but on the whole his work m 
the future wilr be definitely with the patients 
and in research work into this disease. 

Mr. Brand: He will be giving attention 
by personal visits to the island~ 



1098 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Mr. FOLEY: Definitely; he has been 
doing that all along. At the request of the 
patients on one visit I made, I interviewed 
Dr. Flora Innes, who is in charge of the 
Elizabeth Kenny Clinic in Ge01·ge street, and 
she visits the place occasionally and also 
gives attention to the patients. She has 
done some very good work in the improvement 
of diet o·f certain patients, which has been 
to their benefit. She will continue to work 
in co-operation with Dr. Reye. 

~Ir. Brand: Can you say if you propose 
to move the lazaret from the island to the 
mainland~ 

Mr. FOLEY: I could not say at this 
stage. The matter has not been decided. It 
is Tather a difficult problem to· solve, because 
of the outlook of the public on this disease. 
I have discussed it with the patients and 
pointed out to them that if they did come 
to the mainland they would have to put 
up with what might be described as prison 
conditions. They said they did not mind 
that. They felt that they would be closer 
to their relatives. Unfortunately, their out­
look might be different if they were removed 
to the mainland and put into what might be 
termed an internment camp. 

Mr. Macdonald: They would have to be 
segregated. 

Mr. FOLEY: That is so. The matter is 
still receiving thought from our officers and 
the Government. It is a very difficult thing 
to overcome the feeling of the public towards 
this disease. 

I might point out that even if they do not 
leave the island Government policy is gradu­
ally to make their conditions such that the 
greatest degree of comfort will prevail for 
the patients on the island. For the informa­
ticn of the Committee I will indicate some 
of the engineering requirements to be provided 
this financial year. To improve the water 
supply £200 will be expended on a 5,000-gallon 
tank on a 30-ft. stand. Supplying water for 
the women's quarters will cost £175; pro­
viding water to all places on the lazaret 
settlement will cost a further sum, and the 
total cost of these works will be in the 
Yicinity of £580. A complete pumping plant 
will run into £25. Hot water to the hospital 
and to the bathrooms that are being built 
will cost £600. According to the estimate of 
the Department of Public Works electric 
lighting would cost £3,400. Twenty electric 
light poles are estimated to cost £100. A 
portable saw bench and engine running into 
£100 has been ordered. The total to be 
expended in engine·ering works alone this 
financial year is £5,180. 

Mr. Brand: There is no provision for 
a new hospital~ 

Mr. FOLEY: The present hospital meets 
all requirements. Since my last visit certain 
improvements have been suggest·ed to the 
Department of Public Works and already 
much work has been done on the lazaret. 
The greatest trouble is to get men to go to 
the lazaret to do this work. It is very diffi-

cult to get a painter to' take on the job of 
painting, for instance. Most men in Bris­
bane when approached simply turn the job 
down. We ha¥e supplied the patients with 
the materials and they are doing the work 
of renovating and improving their huts where 
it is possible. For instance, a fire occurred 
there. One o·f the patients, I understand, 
was responsible for the burning down of the 
recreation hall a few years ago. We have 
replaced the burnt hall with a rather good 
building. Fortunately we were able to get 
sufficient men to go there to do that work. 

To improye the surroundings we have 
employed an extra gardener. 

Mr. Morris: Is there any prov1s1on for 
telephone accommodation for the patients~ 

Mr. FOLEY: There is a single line, 
which is used mainly for departmental pur­
poses. 'Ne have strongly opposed the use of 
the line by patients. 

Mr. Morris: Can they not have an 
extension to their quarters~ 

Mr. FOLEY: As yet we have been unable 
to find a way of doing it. We are afraid that 
congestion might be caused if the patients 
made too great a use of the line. 

I come now to Fantome Island, where we 
intend to provide extra comfort for the good 
sisters in charge. These sisters are Fran­
ciscan nuns, most of them being Canadians. 
They are a fine body of women who do excel­
lent work for the aboriginal lepers, of which 
there are some bad cases on the island. 
Recently they were confronted with a prob­
lem. Certain of the nuns were given a course 
of intense training in dentistry before they 
left Brisbane, in order to enable them to 
extract teeth. As a result of their work 
on some of the patients who were in a bad 
way, they were confronted with the difficulty 
of providing dentures. We prevailed upon 
the retired dental superintendent of the Bris­
bane Dental Hospital to spend six or seven 
weeks there instructing two of the sisters 
in the taking of impressions. These sisters 
have carried on ever since. They take impres­
sions, set up the teeth required and forward 
them to the Townsville Dental Hospital, 
where the dentures are made. In their own 
little workshop on the island they make an 
necessary adjustments. 

We are endeavouring to have certain neces­
sary buildings erected, but find it difficult 
to get men to go to the island to do the 
work. The building programme has been 
held up for a considerable time because of 
that, although we are hoping that as tmdes­
men become available we shall be able to 
induce four or six of them to go to the island 
and do this work. 

Our general policy is to make the position 
of the patients as comfortable as possible, at 
the same time giving them the best medical 
service we can provide. 

Mr. Brand: Do you have any cures 
during the yead 
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l'tlr. FOLEY: I should not like to discuss 
that because some patients might read what 
I say. My views on the matter might not 
increase their feeling of hope. We have a 
.Policy under which any patient who shows 
15 consecutive negative tests is allowed out 
·of the lazaret on parole. 

Occasionally, a case shows promise of a 
•cure. For instance, one patient recently had 
14 consecutive negative tests but the :fifteenth 
test, which was held in the laboratory in 
Brisbane, was positive. Naturally, that 
patient's hopes were dashed, but the test was 
definitely positive and he will have to go 
through the same thing all over again. 

lUr. J. F. Barnes: Were those tests held 
at different periods~ 

l'tlr. .FOLEY: Fifteen tests were taken 
over a period of 15 months. I am informed 
that although from time to time a patient 
goes through the tests successfully and is 
allowed out on parole, if he does not follow 
up the treatment he has been receiving it is 
not long before he is back again in the 
lazaret. It would therefore appear that the 
:finding of a cure for this dread disease has 
so far baffled the medical profession. Of 
•COurse, there is still hope that through medical 
research some method of combating it will 
be discovered. The information given to me 
by my medical officers is that it is possible 
to get a patient to the stage where approxi­
mately 15 tests will show that to all intents 
and purposes the organism causing the disease 
is absent, but if there is any neglect in the 
treatment that has brought the patient up 
to that stage it is only a matter of time 
before he is back again in the lazaret. 

Mr. J. F. Barnes: Many of them come 
·out and have to go back again. 

ltir. FOLEY: That applies to almost all 
of them. There may be an odd person who 
has been very careful to continue the treat­
ment after leaving the institution and who 
has not had to return. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES (Bundaberg) (3.47 
p.m.): I have been trying to speak on this 
vote for approximately two years. It is 
approximately two years ago that I went over 
Leper Island to see the conditions existing 
there but unfortunately, this vote was not 
discussed last year so that I did not have 
the opportunity of saying anything on this 
matter. At last, however, we have an oppor­
tunity of speaking about it and I say that 
that island is an. absolute disgrace to any 
Government, desp1te what the Minister has 
just said. These lepers are unfortunate 
people. They have not committed any crime. 
They have contracted a disease that has 
baffled the world for thousands of years. 
The penalty inflicted on them is ten thousand 
times worse than that inflicted on prisoners 
in a gaol. I emphasise the fact that the 
conditions on Leper Island are absolutely 
shocking. They are a lasting disgrace to any 
Government. I saw the conditions and I also 
saw the conditions at Palen Creek. The 
people at Palen Creek are criminals-they 
have done something wrong-yet they have 

complete freedom and the conditions they 
enjoy are about ten thousand times better 
than those at Leper Island. If these lepers 
were criminals I might have expected to see 
the conditions that prevail at Leper Island. 

The Minister, in answering the hon. mem­
ber for Isis, offered the very weak excuse 
for the fact that the lepers cannot use the 
telephone service, although there is a tele­
phone line from the mainland to the island­
all that is needed to give the lepers the 
advantage of using the telephone is an exten­
sion from the office--that the department 
wants to use the telephone and could not 
afford the time that would be taken up if the 
lepers were allowed to use it. Does the 
Minister think we are all kids or all dills f 
The lepers, without causing any interference 
with the activities of the department, could 
use the telephone from, say, 6 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
and from 5 p.m. till 9 or 12 p.m. The Minister 
gave a weak excuse in the hope of glossing 
over the matter. The conditions at Leper 
Island are a shocking disgrace to any 
Government. 

I paid a visit to the lazaret in Sydney for 
the purpose of making comparisons with the 
one at Peel Island and I say that the lazaret 
in Sydney is ten thousand times better than 
the one at Peel Island. I am not saying 
that we should do as they are doing in 
Sydney. The lazaret in Sydney is associated 
with a public hospital, and one has to go 
through the public-hospital grounds to get 
to the lazaret, which opens out onto the bay 
or the ocean-I forget which, but I think 
Botany Bay. Down there the ordinary hos­
pital nurses and the doctors swim only 300 
yards .away· from the leper patients. I am 
not interested in whether Sydney is right or 
we are right. I am not qualified to say, but 
I say that both cannot be right. In Sydney 
the patients are allowed to have six clean 
smears in six months to qualify for their dis­
charge, but at Peel Island they must have 
15 clean smears in 15 months. Is Sydney 
right or are we right~ I do not know which is 
right, nor do I care, but I do care to see 
that the Government :find out which is right. 

In the various lazarets throughout the 
world the lepers are not segregated as they 
are here. In England they get about like 
any other patient. I am not saying that we 
should let them come to the mainland, but I 
am justified in asking the Government to 
make a full and complete inquiry on behalf 
of these poor unfortunate people, who should 
have every consideration. 

Peel Island is a very suitable place for the 
installation of a septic system and there is 
nothing to prevent it, but there is no septie 
system there. I wrote to the Government 
asking them to give these unfortunate people 
some facilities and amenities, including a 
recreational hall. When I was down there 
the recreational hall was such that you could 
swing only two dogs and a cat in it. And 
the Government expect these lepers to be 
satisfied with those conditions. These inmates 
are unfortunate people. Their illness has 
baffled science down through the ages and it 
is our duty to give them whatever comfort 
we can. When I was there a committee of 
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them asked me to make certain requests to 
the Government, which I did by letter. The 
requests included the benefit of a picture 
show. We know that in the course of time 
certain films get out of date and .are not 
shown anywhere, but I know that these lepers 
would be mighty grateful to have these films 
shown to them. That can be easily arranged 
and it is our duty to do it. 

:Mr. Foley: We have that on our pro­
gramme. 

}Ir. J. F. BARNES: I am very pleased to 
hear that. That also was in my letter. I do 
not know whether the recreation hall has 
been completely furnished, but I hope that 
it has. It is nearly two years since I was 
there. 

I hope that the Government will remove the 
boat landing from its present site. If my 
memory serves me correctly it is about two 
miles from the living quarters. I admit that 
it is in a convenient working place in rela­
tion to Dunwich on Stradbroke Island. How­
ever, I am sure that the boat landing could 
be placed nearer the living site, near the 
home, especially .as it is contemplated that 
Dunwich will be removed to the mainland. 
The inmates are entitled to this concession. 
It is a mighty effort for a sufferer from lep­
rosy to walk from his home down to the 
boat, as they frequently do, and back again. 
Indeed, it is a physical effort for anyone in 
the best of health. That also was contained 
in my request to the department. 

:Mr. Foley: A utility truck is being 
provided. 

:Mr. J. F. BARNES: I asked for a utility 
truck for the use of the lepers there. They 
are entitled to those privileges, as they are 
unfortunate people. On the occasion of my 
visit the male lepers asked me to try to get 
the Government to give them a bed-sitting 
room with kitchenette attached to it, for the 
plain and simple reason that at times the 
tucker is frightful. The day I was there I 
had dinnP.r with the matron and the tucker 
was very good. Of course, it was a well­
known fact that I was coming to the island 
that day and the fa.ct that the member for 
Bundaberg was coming along could start 
them working pretty quickly. But I heard 
lots of complaints about the tucker. These 
unfortunate people want a bed-sitting room 
and kitchenette so that they can cook their 
o>Yn tucker and have little novelties when 
they desire. I hope that the Minister, who 
has not said he has granted this request, will 
extend to them this privilege too. 

In each of the rooms in the lazaret the 
Government should provide a wireless set. 
This would help to give these people the com­
fort that should be theirs. They are not 
prisoners; they are unfortunates. It is 
unfortunate we have to segregate them. I 
am fully in accord with their segregation 
until evidence is placed before this Com­
mittee that it is right to do otherwise. 

I interviewed the staff also who complained 
bitterly about their tobacco supply. They 
are entitled to it and the Government are 

in duty bound to see. that they get it, for 
the plain and simple reason that it is diffi­
cult to get a staff for that institution. There 
must be a fair staff to look after the number 
of people on the island. The matron herself 
was an old darling, but she could not be a 
matron in any hospital in Australasia on 
account of her age and also on account of 
her affliction. She had a disease which I 
diagnosed as creeping paralysis; it may not 
be that, but the symptoms were similar. The 
patients on Leper Island are cast there and 
treated more or less as lepers were treated 
in the days of old when no-one wantP 1 them 
ancl occasionally half a bullock or other 
food was thrown over the fence and they had 
to do for themselves. There is not much 
improvement today on those conditions. 

How can a woman who is an im-Dlid giv·C· 
the necessary treatment to these people? She 
is not in a fit physical condition to do so. 
Then there is the psychological effect of the 
medical condition of the matron. It is suffi­
cient to make those lepers believe that it is 
impossible for her to give them the service 
required. I realise that the department has 
the nsnal difficulty in getting a mn tron for 
that place. While I say that she is an old 
darling the position of matron of that hospital 
is beyond her, and it is psychologically 
impossible for her to control the patients. 

When the Minister was speaking he was 
asked whether patients who were discharged 
from Leper Island ever returned, and he said 
in almost every case they returned again tG 
the island. That is not surprising to me. 
They have to get 15 clean smears before 
they are able to leave, and when they do 
leave the island they are pushed out into the 
vvorld on a lousy invalid pension. They can­
not live on that pension. The result is that 
they are compelled to work. The effect of 
their having to work is that they return again 
to the island. Therefore, their return is 
caused through their financial insecurity. 
Each and every patient who leaves the island 
should have at least the basic wage so that 
financial insecurity will not be a factor in 
bringing about his return to it. That finan­
cial insecurity leads to worry and retards 
recovery is a well-recognised fact in medi­
cine. Economically it would be cheaper for 
the Government to subsidise the pensions of 
these patients to bring them up to the basic 
wage so that when diacharged from the- island 
thev would be able to live in reasonable com­
fort and be free from financial worries and 
not return to be an expense on the Govern­
ment. The Minister has made no provision 
in that direction. 

There are a couple of other things that 
I should like to speak about. One is the 
statement made by the Minister that they are 
putting in a 5,000-gallon tank and it is cost­
ing £200 to put in it. If that is true some­
body is robbing somebody. A 5,000-gallon 
tank co·sts about £23-at least it costs less 
than £25-and the timber is procurable on 
the island with which to make the stand. 

:Mr. Foley: About £300 all told. 
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Mr. J. F. BARNES: That makes it worse 
still. If a tank costs £23- and the stand is 
to cost the balance--

Mr. Brand: Is it a concrete tank? 

lir. Foley: £200 the tank will cost. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: Is it concrete? 

Mr. Foley: It is a water-supply tank. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: The Minister implied 
in his speech that it was a galvanised tank. 
I congratulate the Government on taking 
notice of the several requests submitted 
through me. I hope that next year there 
will be no co1nplaints from Lazaret Island, 
except the complaint that the patients want 
to come to the mainland. I told the people 
there that I would not be in favour of that 
until it was proved that they would not spread 
the disease. It is recO'gnised that there are 
some areas of infection and some places where 
you cannot contract leprosy. As it is known 
in Queensland, the infected area runs from 
about Gympie north. There is another patch 
in the Beaudesert district, and another patch 
clO'se handy on the N 01·thern Rivers, which is 
the only part of New South Wales where 
there is an infected area. In the North 
leprosy is quite common. I am not going 
to ask the Queensland Government to move 
this lazaret to the mainland until we are 
convinced that there would not be any chance 
that these poor unfortunate people would 
spread the disease. 

I should like to hear the Minister state 
next year that public rooms, loun!je accom­
modation, wireless equipment, a septic system, 
a motm utility, and the phone were all at 
the service of the inmates. 

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (4.3 p.m.): 
I had intended to speak on the matter of 
facilities afforded to those unfortunate men 
and women on Peel Island, but in view of the 
excellent address by the hon. member for 
Bundaberg I feel I should be more or less 
covering the same ground. 

Before I deal with the vote I want to 
bring up something that I think concerns 
the integrity of myself, the hon. member 
for Bowen, the hon. member for Bulimba, and 
the hon. meniber fo·r Albert. Only a week 
or two ago I rang the Department of Health 
and Home Affairs and told them I was arrang­
ing a visit to Peel Island for myself and 
the three members concerned, together with 
the hon. member for Mackay; and I also 
stated that it was expected the hO'n. member 
for East Toowoomba might be able to come 
with us. 

At 4.4. p.m., 

Mr. DEVRIES (Gregory) relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. AIKENS: I made that request quite 
openly. I would have made it through the 
Minister himself but for the fact that the 
Minister was absent from the House that 
day. The day befO're the visit the hon. mem­
ber for Mackay came to me and told me 
that because he had just got word some friends 
of his were coming down from Mackay he 

was unable to make the trip. That was unfor­
tunate but unavoidable. Next day, when we 
got o:n the Peel Island boat, we found that 
an officer of the Health Department had been 
deputed by the Secretary for Health and 
Home Affairs to accompany our party. We 
found to our ·astonishment also that the pass 
made out fol' the officer of the department 
Mr. 0 'Shea, contained also the name of M/ 
Turner, the hon. member for Kelvin Grove. 

Mr. 0 'Shea made the trip for the simple 
reason that the hon. members for Bowen, 
Bulimba, Albert and I made the trip. I 
can only a'ssume that the hon. member for 
Kelvin Grove did not make the trip because 
he found out at the last minute that the 
hon. member for Mackay was not making 
the trip, and I think I should be right in 
coming to the conclusion that the Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs for some reason 
best known to himself had thought to senif 
Mr. 0 'Shea to Peel Island in order that he 
might keep tab on us and watch where we 
went and hear what we said. I think I am 
right too in coming to the conclusion that 
the Secretary for Health and Home Affairs 
instructed the hon. member for Kelvin Grove­
also to come to keep tab on the hon. member 
for Mackay. These are only my conclusions. 
I do not wish them to be confused with 
fa'cts, because I have no facts other than 
the fact that the pass was made out for Mr. 
Turner and Mr. 0 'Shea to accompany our 
party. 

There was nothing secret in my making the 
trip to Peel Island and taking my fellow 
politicians down there. A man who is the hus­
band of an inmate of Peel Island told me 
he would make his car available to take us as 
far as Cleveland, and I went round the House 
and asked several hon. members on both 
sides to make up a party of six. The hon. 
member for Oxley and other hon. members of 
the Opposition in the House now will remem­
ber that I asked them. I asked many members 
of the Labour Party to accompany us. There 
was no secrecy in our visit. I merely wanted 
to go down and see what Peel Island was, 
because I think it is the duty of every par­
liamentarian to a'cquaint himself first-hand 
with the conditions under which various 
State institutions are run. I went to Palen 
Creek and I took almost the same party 
there, but the Attorney-General did not send 
anyone to Palen Creek to keep tab on us. 
I must say, in fairness to Mr. 0 'Shea, that 
when we got there he ma'de no effort to 
hinder us. He answered all the qurstions we 
asked him as truthfully as possible, and he· 
arranged for us to see all we wanted to see, 
I have no objection whatever to Mr. 0 'She a's 
accompanying us. I have no objection ·what­
ever to his conduct while he was so accom­
panying us, but I do object to being tabbed 
on or spied on by the :Minister or anyone 
else when I am visiting Government institu­
tions. 

I believe that the medical service of this 
State in respect of lepers is one of the most 
backward in the whole of the civilised world. 
It is only a State Government who were 
bound hand and foot by men like Cilento, 
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steeped as he is in superstition and ignor­
ance, that would perpetuate the system of 
segregation of lepers. Leprosy, it has been 
contended by medical men who are compe­
tent to speak on the sub.iect, is a mild form 
of tuberculosis. The tuberculosis germ in its 
virulent form produces tuberculosis and 
tuberculosis, as we know, is highly conta­
gious. It can be transmitted from one 
person to another and unfortunately is readily 
transmitted from one person to another, but 
we allow tuberculosis patients to go free 
in the community and risk infecting all 
with whom they come in conta'ct. vVe do not 
know whence cancer comes, but we know 
many cancer patients, unfortunatcly-I have 
<Jnly the deepest sympathy with all cancer 
patients and all patients afflicted with any 
disease whatever and I do not make my 
rema'rks about these patients in any deroga­
tory way at all; they have my heartfelt and 
sincere sympathy, because I do not know the 
·day, neither do you, Jl.!fr. Devries, when we 
may, be afflicted with one of these dread 
diseases-and we know that many cancer 
patients look worse than lepers, a'nd yet 
cancer patients are allowed to roam at large, 
but ·when an unfortunate man or woman 
becomes afflicted with leprosy, the milder 
form of tuberculosis and distinctly non-con­
tagious, he or she is immediately seized like 
a prisoner and sent to a· semi-civilised com­
munity such as Peel Island. There is no 
known medical record of leprosy's having 
been transmitted from one person to another, 
no known record of its having been trans­
mitted by contagion or infection. From 
time to time doctors have injected into their 
own arms and have implanted in their own 
skin the leprous tissue from patients in the 
1ast stage of leprosy, and they have been 
unable to contract leprosy by contagion or 
by inf eetion. 

Yet, because the medical service of this 
State is in the hands of a man who is steeped 
in medical ignorance and medical super­
stit.ion-I refer to Sir Raphael Cilento­
these unfortunate lepers are seized and 
thrown into a compound on Peel Island. In 
this respect we lag far behind other parts 
of the British Empire. We know that leprosy 
is prevalent in many of the countries con­
trolled by the British Empire, and that it 
is prevalent among the dark races, but we 
:find to our astonishment that while the 
British Government will not segregate the 
black leper in his own country, this Govern­
ment have no hesitation whatever in segre­
gating the unfortunate white lepers in this 
country. 

I read from the annual report of the 
British Empire Leprosy Relief Association, 
the highest medical body on leprosy in the 
world; what I quote refers to black lepers 
in their own country-

" We treat the victims as human beings 
and not as mere economic chattels; we 
endeavour to convince them that we do not 
regard them as outcasts, and we ever main­
tain that spirit of freedom which is the 
essence of our empire and which has con­
tributed so much to the United front which 
our empire shows to-day.'' 

We know, of course, that Cilento is not very 
much concerned with the British Empire 
unless he can get an opportunity to smash 
it and build up a Fascist Empire in its 
place, but there is an example of the British 
Empire preserving the freedom of movement 
of those black people afflicted with leprosy, 
and because this Government are in the hollow 
of the hand of a man like Cilcnto, we lock 
up our unfortunate white men, women and 
children who are infected with this disease. 

Let me read again from the same report 
of the British Empire Leprosy Relief Associa­
tion, which again deals with black people-

'' Compulsory segregation, at least in its 
most rigorous forms has been or is being 
discarded in favour of voluntary methods 
in all the British Territories visited. The 
abandonment of compulsion in Zanzibar 
has been followed by a distinct improve­
ment of morale among the patients with­
out any diminution of numbers. Steps are 
already being taken towards putting into 
force the recommendations in the Somali­
land report, which include the gradual 
transformation of the present system into 
one on a voluntary basis." 

So that the great heart of the British Empire 
believes in the voluntary segregation of black 
lepers while we alleged intelligent progressive 
people in Queensland still hang to the 
mediaeval idea of the compulsory segregation 
of lepers. 

Here is another section of the report deal­
ing with the incidence of leprosy in the 
Sudan-

" It is considered that the permanent 
eradication of leprosy will only come with 
a general improvement of the standard of 
living, which should be the objective of 
every public health service and administra­
tion. Much has already been done to raise 
this in the Sudan and care must be taken 
to resist the medical and humanitarian 
urge to spend money on direct medical 
work which could be better spent on 
improving nutrition, water supplies, 
housing, and village sanitation.'' 

One might almost think that that was 
written of Peel Island, because it says-

'' Care must be taken to resist the 
medical and humanitarian urge to spend 
money on direct medical work which could 
be better spent on improving nutrition, 
water supplies, housing, and village 
sanitation.'' 

The hon. member for Bundaberg dealt with 
the deplorable conditions that exist at Peel 
Island, the little shacks stuck up there for 
men and women who were reared in decent 
surroundings, the primitive non-reticulated 
water supply, the old-fashioned and insanitary 
stinking dirty pan system, no sewerage, and 
the old three meals a day of beef and 
vegetables that are sent over from the main­
land and have lost most of their vitamin 
value by the time they are served up to the 
patients. Here are the British Government 
doing more for their black lepers than we 
in Queensland are today doing for our white 
lepers. 
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When we talk about authorities, unlike the 
Acting Premier I will not fall for the sales­
manship of Cilento nor do I claim as he 
claims for Cilento, to be a world-wide a~thority 
on leprosy or any other branch of medicine. 
Therefore, I quote from men who are recog­
nised as authorities on this subject. I shall 
~ow read an extract from the ''Sydney Morn­
mg Herald" of 28 September 1937. This is 
an article by Dr. Molesworth, who was lec­
t~rer at the Sydney University on skin 
drseas,es, a member of the International 
Leprosy Association, and the author of many 
papers and books on leprosy and other 
diseases. This is what he says-

'' It is useless locking up white lepers 
and making virtual prisoners of them. It 
is futile and has no justification whatever, 
and I advocate the abolition of segregation 
and the granting to the leper of freedom 
of movement among his fellows. Lepers 
should be treated, not like criminals, but 
as private individuals, with the right to 
live in their own homes and the right to 
have hospital treatment like any other sick 
person. 

''A leper could live in a house without 
other people in that place running the 
slightest risk of infection. He should have 
hi~ own room and should keep away from 
chrldren, who have greater susceptibility 
to the disease. This is done in Europe, so 
why not here~ 

''There is absolutely no danger from 
leprosy yet the public, wide open to infec­
tion with tuberculosis and other dangerous 
diseases, still clings to its primitive belief 
that leprosy is a horrible scourge. While 
our ideas are back in the middle ages, 
lepers in European cities are not segregated 
and are allowed complete freedom. 

''There are many free lepers receiving 
treatment in London, and there are more 
than 150 domiciled in Paris. In the whole 
of Australia there are about 60 white 
lepers.'' 

This article, as I have said, was printed in 
1937. It continues-

"Dr. Molesworth said that the greatest 
danger of segregation was that if a person 
discovered that he had contracted leprosy 
he immediately did his best to conceal the 
fact, because he knew that if he reported 
to the authorities he would be taken immedi­
ately to a lazaret, there to live as a 
prisoner, forgotten by the world. The result 
was that most of the cases reported were 
far advanced. Only a few days ago a 
woman had died a week after she had been 
admitted.'' 

I do not think I need read the whole of the 
report, but it is all along those lines, and 
written by a prominent Australian doctor 
with a world-wide reputation for his know­
ledge of leprosy. He roundly condemns the 
segregation of lepers, yet we find that in 
this State lepers are segregated, treated as 
outcasts, and flung into Peel Island. 

When I was at Peel Island I met a deputa­
tion from the inmates there. The hon. mem­
bers for Albert, Bowen, and Bulimba and I 
were there at the same time. Mr. 0 'Shea, of 

the Department of Health and Home Affairs, 
was there, too. I do not know whether he 
thought his presence would overawe the 
inmates and prevent them from saying some­
thing they might otherwise have said, but I 
can assure you it did not. What they had 
to say, they said frankly, firmly and openly. 
Some of their statements, I believe and 
frankly admit, were exaggerated. I used to 
make that mistake myself in the early days. 
In order to press my case I over-stressed it 
and exaggerated the unimportant things. 

For instance, the inmates told us their 
food was rotten four or five days a week and 
that there were always cockroaches in the 
soup. I know it is possible at times for food 
to become bad and I know, too, that it is 
possible for a cockroach or a fly to get into 
one's soup. If you and I, Mr. Devries, as 
westerners, had had to throw out our soup 
every time a fly got into it, we should have 
had very little soup indeed. I believe that 
those things might happen at Peel Island on 
occasions, but not as often as the patients 
said they did. However, that does not alter 
the whole basic truth of what they put up 
to us. 

They are housed and treated like prisoners. 
They are incarcerated on a small island of 
almost virgin bush. Even where the settle­
ment is it is virgin bush. Each patient 
has a dilapidated hut with a small 
room off it, a kind of kitchenette, 
and a little dining room, a dining­
roomette, I suppose you would call it, 
for the womenfolk, and huts only for the men. 
It all reminds me of the sign that used to be 
over that famous leper settlement founded 
by that magnificent Catholic, Father Damien, 
of Molotai. Over the gateway of the settle­
ment was the sign, ''Abandon hope all ye 
who enter here.'' Father Damien courage­
ously and fearlessly went in amongst the 
lepers of Molotai. If anyone wants to read 
a defence of Father Damien, let him read 
that book by Robert Louis Stevenson entitled 
''Father Damien.'' Father Damien went 
there because at the time he believed that 
leprosy was absolutely incurable and that 
lepers should be segregated. 

Medical science has progressed many miles 
since that day, but we still have in Queens­
land the Department of Health and Home 
Affairs that still believes along the lines of 
Father Damien. Father Damien believed it 
because he was honest and sincere, and because 
at that time medical science knew no better. 
Father Damien was abreast of medical 
science of his day, and he gladly gave his 
life in order to become segregated himself 
with the lepers of Molotai. A number of 
very fine nuns went with him and gave their 
lives, too. They, too, segregated themselves 
with the lepers on that island. No greater 
example of self-sacrifice, I suppose, exists in 
the history of medicine, and it was only 
because segregation was the only way they 
then knew of dealing with leprosy in those 
days, but it does not follow that segregation 
is necessary today. The whole trend of medical 
opinion is against the segregation of lepers. If 
the Minister intends to get up and reply to my 
remarks and attempts to justify segregatiol'l. 
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'()I the lepers, let him submit one concrete 
fact in support of his case. I have asked in 
this Committee not to be fobbed off with 
generalities, not to be fobbed off with the 
()pinions of Ministers, and not to be fobbed 
off with the opinions of private members of 
the Labour Party, but to be given the one 
fact to prove that leprosy was transmitted 
from one person to another by infection or 
.contagion. 

I want to sa'y this, however, that the lepers 
,on Peel Island told me that the present Sec­
retary for Health and Home Affairs has 
,done much more for them than was ever done 
in the past. He has instituted many little 
reforms and given them many little extra 
privileges that they did not have before, for 
which they are extremely grateful. I should 
be unjust if I did not tell the , Minister here 
what the lepers on Peel Island told me in 
respect of his administration of the depart­
ment. They are very grateful to him for 
these little concessions, although they are only 
palliatives. Much more must be done. 

The lepers on Peel Island submitted to me 
the proposal that the lazaret should be trans­
fened to the mainland, and I told them that 
while I did not believe in segregation myself, 
unfortunately the Government believed in it, 
,and if they were transferred to the mainland 
they would go behind a wall. I asked them 
whether they would sooner remain on Peel 
Island without a wall or go to the main­
land behind a wall. They tried to argue, 
-of course, that they should not be behind a 
wall at all. I agreed with them, but I pointed 
out that Government policy would be to put 
them behind a wall if they came to the main­
land. They assured me that they would pre­
fer to be on the mainland behind a wall to 
being on an island in the middle of Moreton 
Bay forgotten by all except their unfortunate 
relatives. 

At 4.23 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. AIKENS: If the Government in their 
stubbornness decide to keep Peel Island for 
this purpose they should alleviate the suffer­
ings of these miserable people. I believe with 
Dr. Molesworth that the ,establishment of the 
lazaret on Peel Island mitigates the chances 
of eradicating leprosy in this State, because 
if I were to contract leprosy tomorrow or 
you were to contract it, Mr. Mann-and 
;you are as worldly a man as I am-if 
your doctor told you on the side that you 
had leprosy, you would hide the fact, you 
would shield it because you would know that 
the moment you went to a Govern­
ment doctor and told him that you had leprosy 
you would be seized like a felon. You would 
be looked on as something unclean and trans­
ported to Peel Island and left there to rot 
for the rest of your life. 

So Mr. Mann, while segregation is in 
operation it defeats the very purpose for 
all early treatment of leprosy. It prevents 
the patient from going to a clinic and get­
ting treatment in the early stages of the 
disease. It is also known that thanks to 
the Gcstapo system introdu~ed by Sir Raphael 

Cilento, the segregation here is unlike that 
in other States. The unfortunate lepers at 
Peel Island have to get 15 consecutive 
monthly negative tests before they are 
released on three months' probation. In 
other States, as long as they get three con­
secutive monthly negative tests, they are 
released on probation. Unfortunately at 
Peel Island they can go up month after 
month, have a smear taken, and have it 
tested at the Department of Health and 
Home Affairs. For 14 months a patient may 
get a negative result, but on the 15th 
month, if ;he happens to get a positive, 
despite the fact that he had 14 negativez, 
he is still kept at Peel Island for another 
15 months. One positive smear puts him 
right down at the bottom of the ladder again. 
I know no more inhuman or bestial practice 
than that. It can only be conceived in the 
mind of that monster of bestiality, Sir 
Raphael Cilento. 

T,he other matter I want to touch on is the 
question of visitors to Peel Island. Patients' 
visitors are treated in a scandalous manner. 
A patient at Peel Island is allowed only one 
visitor twice a month. Fancy, one patient is 
allowed to have only one visitor twice a 
month! So if a father is a patient at Peel 
Island and has a wife and three children 
they have to take turns to go over and see 
their father twice a month. Previous to 
Sir Raphael Cilento 's coming here and 
adopting his Gestapo Fascist tactics, pre­
vious to his coming here as a spy of the 
Italian Government, previous to his coming 
here and putting into operation tactics for 
which Mussolini had become infamous, there 
was a boat plying to Peel Island once a week 
and as many friends of patients as were 
able could go over and visit them there. If, 
as Sir Raphael C'ilento claimed, leprosy was 
infectious, would it not infect one person 
as much as it would five~ What a terrible 
thing that a decent white human being, with 
no other sin against him than that he has 
contracted leprosy is sent to a prison and 
denied the right of seeing his own relatives 
or friends! 

(Time expired.) 

1Ur. TURNER (Kelvin Grove) (4.29 p.m.): 
I regret that the hon. member for l\funding­
burra should stoop so low as to accuse the 
Minister--

Mr. J. F. Barnes: Make him apologise. 
Don't take it from him. 

Mr. AIKENS: Mr. Mann, I ask for a 
withdrawal of that. I do not stoop any 
lower in this Assembly than some of the 
colleagues of the hon. member for Kelvin 
Grove. 

~Ir. Farrell: You could not stoop lower 
than what you are. 

Mr. A'ikens: God forbid that I should 
stoop as low as some of you fellows. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member 
for Kelvin Grove to withdraw his remark, 
as the hon. member for Mundingburra con­
siders it offensive. 
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Mr. TURNER: In deference to the Chair 
I withdraw, but I regret that any hon. 
member of this Committee should accuse the 
Minister of such insidious work as the hon. 
member for Mundingburra has done. Long 
before he came into this Chamber I was 
urging the Minister to give me an opportunity 
to visit Peel Island. It is the only institution 
within the environs of Brisbane that I have 
not visited. I wanted to visit the lazaret 
because I take a keen interest in the institu­
tion. I wanted to see what was going on; I 
did not want to see a circus or entertain­
ment. 

The Minister himself, some months before 
that visit was ananged, invited me to go 
with him and I arranged to giJ, but at the 
eleventh hour an elector called on me to do 
something-they come :first always-and I 
told the Minister I could not make the trip. 
When this trip was arranged the Minister 
said, "Would you like to go to Peel Island~" 
I said, ''Yes.'' He said, ''There are a 
number of members going down; there will 
be two cars and there will be a seat for 
you.'' I said, ''Right, I will go.'' At half 
past 4 the day before I had to ring Mr. 
0 'Shea and tell him I was unable to meet 
him next morning as arranged because I had 
to do something for an elector. There ~was 
no suggestion that I should spy on him, 
the hon. member for Mundingburra, the hon. 
member for Mackay, or anybody. It was 
my desire to go to' Peel Island. I hope it 
will not be long before I shall be able to 
make a visit to the island. I have an elector 
there. At the time an elector of mine, a 
member of my A.L.P., a foreman carpenter, 
was building additions there and he wished 
me to go and that was one reason why I 
wanted to make the trip. I was grateful to 
the Minister for giving me an opportunity to 
go. I regret I could not avail myself of it; 
that opportunity will come later. 

~Ir. BRAND (Is is) ( 4.32 p.m.) : I regret 
that I was not able to make the trip with 
other hon. members to Peel Island recently. 
From time to time I have had a number of 
complaints from patients on that island. 
From experience I have always found that 
members of Parliament generally are pre­
pared to extend the utmost sympathy to 
those who are unfortunate enough to be 
inmates of the lazaret. I believe that gener­
ally speaking all hon. members agree that 
the department should spend whatever money 
is necessary to provide modern conveniences 
for th.ose unfortunat·es who are suff,ering 
from that disease and who are inmates of 
Peel Island. I was under the impression, 
until the Minister spo·ke this morning, that 
the Government did have some policy in regard 
to the future of the lazaret in this State, 
and that the Government were considering 
the building of a modern building, and had 
given consideration to the possibility of remov­
ing the lazaret to the mainland. I regret 
that mv belief was wrong, because the 
Ministe; informed me this afternoon, in 
reply to an interjection, that the Govern­
ment had made no move in the direction of 
considering the removal of that lazaret to 
the mainland. 

Mr. Devries: If you have not seen it 
how can yolil pass judgment on it~ 

:il'Ir. BRAND: The remarks I have made 
·deal with the removal of the lazaret to the 
mainland. 

Mr. De·vries: Have you seen it? 

Mr. BRAND: There is no need for me 
to see the lazaret 011 Peel Island to know 
whether it would be right to shift it to the 
mainland. I have had quite a number of 
letters from patients on that island as to· the 
conditions there. I have taken the matter 
up with officers of the department. I have 
read many articles on leprosy throughout the 
world, and I believe, from what I have read 
and what I have been told, that it is pos­
sible to have a lazaret on the mainland with­
out the danger of infection to other people 
on the mainland. 

Mr. Walsh: That is pure bunkum. 

Mr. BRAND: The hon. gentleman can 
speak for himself. Judging by some of the 
most eminent people who write on these 
matters it is not contagious. It is possible 
today fo·r visitors to visit Peel Island,_ so 
the officers of the department must beheve 
that the risk of contagion is not so great 
that they should not allow visitors to the 
island. 

If the departmental officers hold that v~ew 
I think there is something in the content10u 
of those who say it is possible for a laza.ret 
to be on a mainland without endangenng 
residents of the mainland. Of course, we 
know that in other parts of the world a 
lazaret is not placed in an isolated !oc:;tlit_Y 
like the lazaret of Queensland and 1f 1t 1S 
possible to remove the lazaret to the main­
land it would be a great boon to those who 
unfortunately suffer from this di~ease and 
would bring some pleasure at least mto the1r 
lives, a pleasure denied to them today. 

Mr. J. F. Barnes: None of the staff con­
tract leprosy from the patients. 

JUr. BRAND: I know a young man who 
has had the unfortunate experience of being 
sent to Peel Island as a leper. He is a 
splendid young man who has :;. wife in 
Brisbane. They have been marned only a 
few years and have a small family but her 
appeals to be able to visit her husband once 
a week have been refused. I took up the 
matter and found that it is impossible for 
the department to allow a weekly visit to the 
patients on the island. If it is transport 
that is the disability, we should vote the 
money to provide transport to enable people 
to visit their loved ones more frequently 
tlwn they can today. I am sure hon. members 
will be willing to vote that money. 

The hon. member for Bundaberg brought 
up a matter on which I wish to support him 
-the right of a patient to the use of a tele­
phone on that island at certain hours. I 
hold, with the hon. member for Bnn~a_berg, 
that it is not necessary for the admnustra­
tion of Peel Ts•land that the department 
should have the telephone for the whole day. 
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I understand there are 40 or 50 patients and 
smely it could be used by inmates who wish 
to communicate with their relatives or their 
loved ones at least twice a week. 

Mr. Devries: I know of a grazier who 
conducted his business from Peel Island by 
a special telephone line. 

Mr. BRAND: With the consent of the 
Department of Health and Home Affairs~ 

Mr. J. F. Barnes: There is only one 
telephone. 

Mr. BRAND: The patients on the island 
have not that right. They should be able 
to ring their relatives or loved ones on the 
mainland at least ·twice a week. They wish 
to know how their families arc getting on. 
It is wrong for the State to incarcerate 
people in a lazaret without providing them 
with the conveniences that science has given 
to us to permit of their bei11g in constant 
touch with their loved ones. The Minister 
could do much to help those unfortunates 
on the island and also their relatives by 
providing much freer use of the telephone 
than is permitted now. 

If it is impossible for the depal'hnent to 
give that privilege to the inmates of that 
institution surely it is not beyond us to 
provide telephone service from the mainland 
for them. I support the recommendations 
that have been made. by the hon. member 
for Bundaberg and the hon. member for 
Mundingburra that the inmates of Peel Island 
be given the benefits of what modern science 
has to offer for the relief of the burden of 
their complaint. 

Some inmates who have returned to their 
homes have . had to return to the island, 
and they contend that the reason is that the 
hard work that they were compelled to under­
take while away from the lazaret brought on 
a fresh visitation of the complaint. Ameni­
ties should be provided for these people who 
are suffering from a disease t(lat is caused 
through no fault of their own. We repre­
sentatives of the people should use all our 
endeavours to see that the Government of 
the day, whoeve.r they may be, provide the 
best possible service for these people in their 
isolation. I believe that the Minister will 
be generous to them and I hope he will give 
greater attention to their needs than has 
been given in the past. If the inmates of 
any institution deserve. every consideration 
at the hands of the Government those of the 
lazaret on Peel Island Clertainly do. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Norman by-Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs) ( 4.43 p.m.) : 
After listening to the points raised by the 
hon. member for Mundingburra I am satis­
fied that he would misinterpret the good 
intentions of his own mother if he thought 
he could capitalise that misrepresentation to 
his own advantage. When I received an 
intimation that a party intended to visit 
the lazaret I instructed Mr. 0 'Shea, who 
is the officer at head office in charge of the 
administration of Peel Island, to aecompany 
the party so that every fadlity might be 
aecorded its members to investigate a·ny 

aspect of the institution they wished. After 
doing that I find that my action is misinter­
preted and it is suggested that I was respon­
sible for sending Mr. 0 'Shea to act as a 
watchdog and to intimidate the patients so 
that the true position of the settlement would 
not be placed before the party. 

The Government have nothing to hide with 
respect to the administration of the lazaret. 
Conditions, even in institutions on the main­
land where they are in much more favourable 
circumstances than the lazaret, which is 
isolated in Moreton Bay, have deteriorated 
during the war years. It has been an utter 
impossibility during the war period to have 
certain work carried out even in our institu­
tions on the mainland, let alone at the 
lazaret on Peel Island. 

For instance, we cannot get painters to 
take on the job of cleaning and painting 
huts that have been used by lepers because 
of the fear of the possibility of contracting 
this disease. What can the Government do 
under such circumstances~ ImmEldiately paint 
is available-and for a long period during 
the war it has not been available-we shall 
procure sufficient for the lazaret and give 
the patients an opportunity of doing their 
own renovating. 

Mr. J. F. Barnes: In 1941 when I entered 
ParliamEJnt 21,000 people were unem­
ployed. 

Mr. FOLEY: If the hon. member inquires 
from the hon. member for Cooroora he will 
tell him that during that time conditions at 
the lazaret were very favourable. The only 
thing that has been responsible for any 
deterioration down there has been the 
inability to obtain tradesmen and material. 

Mr. ltfacdonald: Do you offer extra wages 
to painters and carpenters to go to Peel 
Island~ 

Mr. FOLEY: Yes, yet the Department of 
Public Works has virtually to go down on 
its knees to gElt tradesmen to go to the island 
and do this work. We were successful in 
getting a few carpenters to go down 
recently, but we could not get any painters. 
We are endE!avouring to give the patients 
some additional recreational facilities, and 
as the result of getting those few tradesmen 
to go down we have had a new recreation 
hall built. Provision is being made in that 
hall for a projection room and when the 
opportunity offers a projector will be ~ought 
and facilities provided for the showmg of 
films. That \Yill, to a large extent, lwlp to 
break down the boredom that is always asso­
ciated with such institutions. 

With regard to the segregation of these 
people the hon. member for Mundingburra 
quotE!d what he claimed ~o. be authoritie_s. 
However, what is the condrt10n of lepers m 
other parts of the world where they are 
allowed out at large~ They are living under 
the most deplorable conditions and are forced 
to beg alms from the people in their com­
munities. What is the condition of the leper 
in such places as India, the Philippines, Java, 
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and other parts of the world~ He lives in 
the lowest depths of degradation because 
other people will not go near him except to 
throw him a small coin out of sympathy. 
Although we do segregate, on the advice of 
our medical men and not because of any 
decision of the Government itself--

ltir. Sparkes: It is done purely and 
simply to protect other people~ 

Mr. FOLEY: It is done purely and simply 
on the advice of medical men, in order to 
prevent any possible spread of the disease. 
It is true that attendants at the lazaret have 
not contracted the disease, but that is only 
because they are continually aware of the 
possibilities and use the strongest pos­
sible antiseptic solutions to prevent any 
possibility of infection. Anyone who 
has a meal at the settlement will notice 
that a wash basin and deodorants are 
provided so that tho necessary pre­
cautions can be taken. ·what would happen 
if these people were allowed to wander at 
large and to mingle with and fondle chil­
dren~ There could be only one result. A 
percentage of those childrEn who were sus· 
ceptible to this disease would eventually 
finish up in the lazaret. Therefore, GoveTn· 
ments have to take notice of the advice of 
their medical advisers. 

I might mention, too, that notwithstanding 
the obsession of the hon. member for Mun­
dingburra in regard to Sir Rap'hael 
Oilento, the conditions at Peel Island were 
much harsher before he took over the posi­
tion of Director-General of Health and 
Medical Services than they are now. The 
position has improved sinoo he took over. 

Every po·ssible precaution is taken with 
the laboratory tests. I am informed by 
Dr. Derrick that the organisms responsible 
for leprosy differ from those that cause 
other diseases. You may take two 
smears from the same leper patient, 
place them under two different micro· 
scopes and only one will disclose organisms 
responsible for the disease. That is how 
difficult it is for our medical experts to keep 
a check on the patients. However, segrega­
tion has proved a safeguard against the 
spread of the disease and for that reason 
its incidence in Queensland is not great. 

Reference has been made to the splendid 
work o·f Father Damien and the staff of 
good sisters who went with him and sacrificed 
their lives at the lazaret with which they 
were associated. I would ask the hon. mem­
ber for Mundingburra: how was it that 
Father Damien contracted the disease~ Did 
he have it before he went to the lazaret to 
loO'k afte~ the patients~ The fact is that 
he contracted it but whether it was in there 
or outside no medical authority will be able to 
say. 

It was also suggested that there should 
be better roads and a better boat landing 
for the lazaret on Peel Island. A few years 
ago just on £500 was spent by way of 
a survey in an endeavour to provide a suit­
able road from the shores of the island 
to the settlement and eventually it was decided 

to leave the landing jetty in its present 
position. To give greater facilities to thB 
patients, at one time we had a ;horse and 
l.:uggy in which they could ride backwards 
and forwards to' the jetty but today we are 
providing a motor-truck for the patients in 
addition to the motor-truck that is used to 
convey the goods and equipment landed at 
the jetty. 

On the subject of wireless, let me say that 
there was a period during the war when no 
civilian could buy a wireless set; they were 
not available, they were not being made. 
There was great difficulty too in having an 
old one renovated or improved. But recently 
the position has eased and we have bought 
v.ireless sets. It is our intention-if it has 
not already been done-to see that every 
person on the island has a wireless set for 
his convenience and entertainment. Provi­
sion will be made for the batteries to be 
recharged by the department. Extra tobacco 
has been supplied in recent mo:nths though 
we have had great difficulty in procuring it. 

The hon. member referred to the matter of 
nurses and he led the Committee to believe 
that there was only one old matron in charge 
of the lazaret. As a matter of fact, there 
was a matron and two nurses. The infer­
ence from his remarks was that there was 
o:nly one matron and that she was not giving 
service. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: Mr. Mann, I rise to 
a point of order. There was no such infer­
ence at all. I said there was an old matron 
in charge. There was no such inf.erence and 
the hon. gentleman has only read that into 
my remarks. I ask him to accept my denial. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the Minister to 
accept the explanation of the hon. member 
fo·r Bundaberg. 

Mr. FOLEY: I accept his explanation 
but I think hon. members could have come 
to no other conclusion than that the hon. 
member for Bundaberg was endeavouring to 
convince the Committee that suitable nursing 
facilities were not provided. 

Mr. J. F. Barnes: I never mentioned 
nurses. 

Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member said there 
was one old nurse there, and that she had 
developed some form of creeping paralysis, 
and was in her old a·ge. The position is that 
this good old lady he refened to has giyen 
yeoman service to the lazaret. She went 
there in its early stages many years ago. 
After she went there she slaved like a trojan 
with very little help, particularly in the early 
da'ys. She is now some years over the age 
limit. Again, the whole difficulty is to pro­
cure a suitable type of woman to take charge 
and control that institution. Since June last 
we have been advertising for a matron for 
the institution, but up to date the only 
applicants have been persons we do not con· 
sider suitable. We hope eventually to 
obtain a suitable woman to fill the position. 

I mentioned earlier the water supply. 
Some reference has been made to the absence 
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of a sewerage system. Here again, the 
whole difficulty has been lack of water on 
the island. Notwithstanding years of search 
by various departmental officers and IYater 
diviners, it was only recently, and during 
the war period, that a suitable supply was 
obtained. The necessary reticulation system 
is now being provided for the settlement. 
That is the first essential. As time goes on, 
and if the supply is sufficient, I can assure 
the Committee that steps will be taken to 
provide a septic or sewerage system. 

The hon. member for Bundaberg also com­
plained that patients were deprived of the 
use of the telephone. It would be very 
desirable if we could provide a telephone to 
enable a patient to have a conversation with 
his friends on the mainland at any t.ime he 
desired. Unfortunately, it is a trunk-line 
system in operation only from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. or 5.30 p.m. The system has been in 
operation for some years. When a patient 
requires any message or telegram to be for­
warded to friends or to given destinations 
the superintendent endeavours to meet his 
request. That is the best we have been able 
to do up to date. The line is a single one 
giving a limited service, and there is a definite 
departmental objection at present to a 
patient's having the unlimited use of it. 

We have long laid down a policy to give 
eventually the greatest possible comfort and 
best treatment that 11·e can for the patients 
at this institution, but certain disabili­
ties have for years operated against our 
doing that. There have been the difficult 
war years. The lack of water supply has 
prevented certain amenities from being pro­
vided. The inability to obtain a suitable 
type of matron for the settlement has been 
another. Notwithstanding all these factors 
we have, wherever it has been possible, given 
greater comfort to the few patients on that 
island. That policy will continue, as condi­
tions and circumstances allow, particularly 
as tradesmen and supplies become available. 
Every attempt will be made to give every 
comfort and attention to the institution. 

As I pointed out earlier, and as the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition mentioned Dr. Reye, 
a young doctor employed in the Industrial 
Hygiene Section of the department, has from 
time to time had occasion to visit Peel Island 
as medical adviser to the patients. I further 
pointed out that within the last year we have 
arranged for Dr. Flora Innes to also visit 
the island. I want to add that we have 
also arranged with Dr. Behan, of the depart­
ment, to interest himself in this work in an 
endeavour to give the patients a good medi­
cal service. 

Dr. Reye was so taken by the possibilities 
of research into this disease that he has read 
up all the text books and authorities that 
are available on the subject, and he finds-not­
withstanding the remarks of the hon. member 
for Mundingburra-that very little is known 
about the disease. He is engaging in research 
in an endeavour to discover much more than 
is known today, and facilities are provided 
for him by the Government, in addition to 
the amenities we are providing, with the 

object of making the lot of the individuals 
on the settlement brighter than it is today. 

Mr. PATERSON (Bowen) (5.1 p.m.): 
I do not pose as an expert on this terrible 
and unfortunate disease of leprosy, therefore 
I do not propose to say anything about the 
rights or wrongs of segregation, but I do 
suggest that it would be advisable, for the 
purpose of enabling hon. members to get a 
clear picture of the position, if the Minister 
at some favourable time were to place before 
the Committee a very detailed statement of 
the scientific view of the whole position; 
then we should be in a much better position 
to discuss this very important and very 
debatable question. 

I do support the remarks of the hon. mem­
ber for Bundaberg and the hon. member for 
Mundingburra in regard to the deplorable 
conditions of the inmates of that unfortunate 
island. I realise that the Minister has now 
stated that the Government have plans in 
hand for materially improving the position, 
and I am bound to admit that during the 
visit I made recently in company with the 
hon. member for Mundingburra, the hon. 
member for Albert, and the hon. member for 
Bulimba I saw evidence that something was 
being done. I saw that a new recreation hall 
had been completed. I trust that it will not 
be very long before the whole of the plans 
the Minister has referred to are implemented. 
Nevertheless, the question still remains: why 
was not something done along these lines 
before the war became so serious and man­
power and materials were very difficult to 
obtain~ I agree with the remark of the 
Minister that within the last few years, 
owing to the difficult position of the war, it 
was impossible to get painters and other 
tradesmen, but the point is that much more 
could have been done prior to the war to 
improve the deplorable conditions of the 
inmates on this island. 

I cannot accept the explanation the Minister 
gave that it was lack of a water supply which 
prevented a system of sewerage from being 
installed because, as is well known, salt 
water is used in order to cleanse the lava­
tory systems on ocean liners; and I cannot 
see why salt water cannot be used for the 
sewerage system on Peel Island. It may be 
that some of the fittings of the sewerage sys­
tem would be rusted, but the expenditure 
necessary to replace the rusted fittings con­
stantly would have been more than war­
ranted by the increase in sanitation and 
cleanlinPss of the living conditions of the 
men and women on Peel Island. 

I do want to take this opportunity of sup­
porting wholeheartedly the suggestion made 
by the hon. member far Mundingburra in 
regard to visiting. We were told when we 
went down-and apparently the Minister 
agrees with the hon. member for Munding­
blirra on this point-that patients were 
allowed only two visits a month. That means 
that if a man or a woman or a child is an 
inmate on Peel Island, he or she can be 
visited by only two people each month. 

One of the saddest sights I saw when I was 
there was a young lad inmate of ab()ut 14 
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years of age. That young lad has a father 
and mother and if the number of visitors is 
restricted to two a mont):l it means that his 
mother can make only one visit and his father 
only one visit a month or if the mother makes 
two visits the father cannot make any. I urge 
the Minister to give serious consideration to 
the need for increasing the number of visitors 
that these unfortunate people can have. 

I came away from Peel Island depressed 
because I realised the terrible position of 
these people. I feel sure that every member 
who comes from the country will appreciate 
the unfortunate position these people are in 
because we who come from the country know 
what separation from our own families 
means. On account of the difficult housing 
problem I am in that position-my wife and 
children in Townsville and I in Brisbane-and 
I 'can tell hon. members that it is hard enough 
to be separated for four months from my 
family. But I am able to visit them from time 
to time. I am also able to speak to my wife 
on the trunk-line telephone once a week or 
more frequently if I wish, but with all that 
I miss my family-I miss my children. There 
are married people on Peel Island. There 
was one woman in particular to whom we 
spoke. She is a married woman. Her husband 
made the visit with us. She has children 
and I suggest to the Minister that he give 
serious consideration to increasing the number 
of visitors the inmates can have. That 
woman must go through a life of hell 
separated from her husband and children, as 
she is. The total number of visitors she can 
possibly have is two a month. I u~derstand 
thev are not allowed to have children as 
visitors. 

1\Ir. Aikens: And the visit lasts for only 
two hours. 

Mr. P ATERSON: I suggest that the 
department do something to permit the visits 
of children. I cannot see how children mn 
any greater risk than other visitors, a father, 
a mother or even a member of Parliament. 
We made the visit and as the Minister has 
pointed out we were given a strong disin­
fectant with which to wash our hands before 
we had our meal. But after we had that 
meal we did not leave immediately. We inter­
viewed the committee. We inspected other 
parts of the island and we did not wash our 
hands with disinfectant before we left. If 
it is dangerous for children to visit the 
island I cannot see why it was not dangerous 
for us to be there. 

I repeat that the visit was depressing and 
it would be depressing to anybody who had 
in him a streak of human kindness at all 
because with the present institution one might 
as well say that a person who goes there is 
exiled. As the hon. member for Bundaberg 
pointed out, these inmates have committed no 
crime. They suffer from an unfortunate 
disease and apparently science and the medical 
profession are not able to say definitely that 
they should be freed from exile or released 
from segregation. The least the Government 
can do is to improve the position and give 
these people the best they can possibly give. 
If it is necessary to s·egregate them, then 

give them the maximum amount of happiness 
possible and I do not know of an:y better 
way of giving these inmates happmess or 
increasing their happiness than increasmg the 
number of visitors they can have. In this 
way they will be capable of spending more 
happy moments and more happy hours than 
they are at present able to spend. 

Mr. MARRIOTT (Bulimba) (5.9 p.m.): 
My name having been mentioned during the 
course of the debate, I feel impelled to 
express my opinion on some of the conditions 
I observed at Peel Island on the occasion of 
my visit. Personally I have no fear of con­
tracting leprosy. Thirty-six years ago I was 
in close contact with an aboriginal leper for 
a period of five weeks. I was one of the 
crew of a vessel that frequently had the job 
of transporting lepers from the Gulf country 
and other places in the north, particularly 
from Cairns. 

\Ve had one leper handed over to us at 
Cairns from the back country for transpor­
tation to Peel Island. That was in March 
1910. On that occasion my sympathies were 
with the leper, especially when I saw the 
conditions to which this unfortunate human 
being was subjected as a passenger on the 
vessel. The shipping proprietors had been 
paid £30 to provide accommodation for h1m 
on the after-deck of the ship, immediately 
over our cabin. \Vhat I objected to was that 
although the £30 was provided the accommo­
dation was not weather-proof. On the morn­
ing when we were due to sail from Cairns I 
was embroiled in probably the fomth or 
fifth industrial dispute in my history. Unfor­
tunately, I did not know enough or I should 
have, made things a bit lively on that occa­
sion. Before I agreed to sail with the ship 
from Cairns I appealed to the Government 
Medical Officer to be sent for. The leper's 
cabin was made of second-class T & G pine, 
roof and all. The roof was made of T & G 
pine and the whole thing was roughly put 
together in a few hours at night by 
carpenters. The doctor got into the cabin 
\Yith the leper and said, ''I will sleep with 
him all the way down to Brisbane.'' I said, 
''Look doctor I am not complaining about 
the rislr of infection; I am complaining of 
the treatment that poor chap is going to 
suffer between here and Brisbane.'' It must 
be remembered that that was the hurricane 
~ea son, the year before the '' Yongala'' was 
lost. I knew what we were like]~· to run 
into. However, with a bit of a subterfuge 
they managed to get us out of port. We 
had not gone far down the coast when I 
was sent for-I was lying on my bunk-to 
give the mate a hand to put some sheets 
over the passenger's cabin because he was 
being flooded out in the heavy weather 
throtlgh whic1l \Ye were going. Things 
becan1e so bad that we simply had to unlock 
the door, let him out, and let him dry his 
blankets. For the rest of the journey we 
let him have the run of the deck of the ship 
for five weeks while we were weatherbound 
behind the islands in Hinchinbrook Channel 
and abreast of Mackay. Personally, I was 
not afraid of any risk of infection. 
We had him running about amongst 
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us on the deck of the ship and 
we were p_articularly sorry for him when, 
on a. certam Sunday morning, after being 
exammed by the doctor at Dunwich, he was 
taken to Peel Island where he and his cabin 
were pushed over into a barge to be landed 
on the island. 

Having been in close touch with a former 
patient .'!t Peel Island during the course of 
my parliamentary career, I know something 
of the conditions down there. One of my 
electors is a former patient of the lazaret 
at Peel Island and I lmd told various lepers 
that I would endeavour to go down there and 
see for myself what was happening. When 
this opportunity was offered I availed myself 
of it readily, and went to see for myself 
just what was going on and how the lepers 
are treated. 

While there I was impressed with the fact 
that no transport was provided for the lepers 
from the settlement to the landing stage. 
We have been told that originally a horse 
and buggy was provided for their use, but 
the old caravan has been burnt and efforts 
were being made to provide a motor-truck. 
One of the patients is to be paid an allow­
ance to keep the vehicle in order and it is 
te be used for transporting patients back­
wards and forwards to the landing stage. I 
think the road could be put into better order 
too. It could be made more like a road in 
the backblocks of our farming settlements. 

Mr. J. F. Ba:rnes: A C class main road. 

Mr. MAR.RIOTT: Yes, a C class road 
could be put there instead of the present 
rough bush track. I am pleased to hear the 
Minister say that he intends to provide a 
motor vehicle. I was shown a garage that 
had been built to house a vehicle, but there 
was no sign of the vehicle itself. 

Mr. Foley: Motor vehicles are hard to 
get. 

Mr. MAR.R.IOTT: The Minister says they 
ar,e hard to get. I know very well how diffi­
cult it is to obtain motor vehicles. However, 
be that as it may, I am pleased to hear him 
give us the assurance that a vehicle is to be 
provided. 

I want to join issue with the Minister in 
what he said a few moments ago about the 
maintenance of the buildings at Peel Island. 
Some of the buildings I saw were in a dis­
reputable and dilapidated condition. With 
the exception of those who are very ill and 
are in the hospital ward, the patients are 
housed in single cubicles, and I saw one that 
was not fit to house a pig. It was not even 
weather-proof. Glass was missing from the 
~indows and. bags were nailed over the open­
mgs to take rts place. The Minister has said 
it is not possible to get tradesmen to do the 
necessary repairs, but there are men down 
there who could do them. I noticed that the 
women have the concession of a kitchenette 
alongside the bed-sittingroom so that they 
can vary their food a little. Thev are pro­
V:ided w!-th a stove, which helps thein to make 
hfe a httle more bearable. I noticed one of 
my constituents there and had a chat >vith 

her. She was .a seamstress and was making 
uniforms, for the bandsmen. She was 
a bandswoman herself. I was interested 
to find that there were handy-men on the 
island, men who could effect the necessary 
repairs to these buildings if they were pro­
vided with the material. The Minister says 
he cannot get carpenters and painters to go 
down there, but if these handy-men were 
provided with the material they could do the 
job. They showed me a room that they 
assured me they had painted themselves and 
there was nothing wrong with it. If further 
paint could be provided, they could do the 
necessary work. Nobody can tell me that 
you cannot, get paint in Brisbane. Paint has 
been obtainable here for a long timr, of 
good, bad and indifferent qualities. I think 
the department could get good paint. 

Whilst speaking to this constituent of mine 
in the women's section of the settlement I 
noticed that a handy-man was trying to m~ke 
her quarters weather-proof, but he waE' using 
pieces of fibro-cement to fill in the gaps in 
the windows. I suppose I shall be told that 
glass is not available. However, many months 
ago I was able to buy glass to repair the 
windows in my own home, and quite recently 
I was able to buy over 100 square feet of 
glass from a glazier and had it put into a 
new building. Nobody can tell me that glass 
and paint are not available. Almost unlimited 
quantities of both of those articles are now 
obtainable in Brisbane. If materials of that 
kind were supplied to these people down 
there it would keep them occupied and give 
them something besides their own troubles to 
think about. 

I failed to hear the Minister's remark-if 
he made it-that .a power plant is being 
established on the island. However, if a 
power plant is to be established-and I under­
stand that it is-it will be something more 
for the welfare of the patients. 

It will be possible for them to· have their 
wireless sets bee a use the Minister has in ti­
mated that they are to be bought shortly 
and supplied to the patients. If the power 
plant is installed it will bB an easy matter 
for the patients to have battery sets or even 
sets connected directly with the power system. 

I support the request for a telephone for 
the use of patients. It need not be the staff 
telephone, but perhaps a special telephone or 
extension from the existing system. No-one 
imagines that the patients are going to· use 
the telephones for, say, three hours on end, nor 
will they use it every day. They could be 
allowed to use a special telephone at certain 
stated periods of the day. 

I also support the request for mo·re fre­
quent visits to the patients. It has been 
explained that they are allowed only two 
visits a month for a matter of, say, two and 
a-half hours each. If we are to be co·nsiderate 
to these unfortunate people, who are virtually 
imprisoned through no fault of their own 
and if we are to have regard to their co:m: 
fort and welfare we should allow them to 
have more visitors than they have now. If 
that means a heavy influx of visitors better 
means of transportation will have to be found. 
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At the present time the only means of getting 
to the island is a launch that serves the dual 
purpose of running to both Dunwich and Peel 
Island. Naturally, if there is a crowd of 
visitors for Dunwich they might crowd out 
the visitors for Peel Island. The present 
launch is about 50 years old and sooner or 
later it will have to be replaced. The Minister 
should consider the purchase of a mO're up-to­
date launch, and while I am on the subject 
I suggest that he give the crew the requisite 
materials to keep in it a decent condition. 
It may be said that that is already being 
done, but when I went down on the launch 
I noticed that the glass in the wheel-house 
window had been replaced with three-ply and 
on asking the skipper the reason for it he 
explained that glass was not a>ailable although 
he had asked for it, and as he expected heavy 
weather it was necessary to put up a 
piece of plywood to prevent the spray from 
flying back into the wheel-house and into 
the cabin. I suggest that the Minister make 
inquiTies o·f the Government stores to see why 
glass has not been provided, and why the 
materials previously sought have not yet been 
supplied to enable the patients to do small 
odd jobs about the settlement for their own 
comfort and for the maintenance of the 
buildings. 

I am reminded of a matter that I men­
tioned a few years ago in connection with 
Wattlebrae Hospital. When the patients at 
Peel Island are required to undergo an opera­
tion they are brought to the mainland and 
taken to Wattlebrae, but they are not segre­
gated there. It is true that they are placed 
in a small ward outside of Wattlebrae main 
building, where they are treated. 

I know one woman who was taken there; 
she was not segregated but when she 
recovered she was taken back to Peel Island 
and duly segregated. I have already indi­
cated, as other hon. members have done, 
that there is a fear of infection-that seems 
common among laymen-but I personally 
had no fear 3G years ago and neither have 
I any fear today of contracting the disease 
by being brought in contact with a patient. 
As suggested by the hon. member for Bowen, 
a frank statement, understandable to the lay­
man, of expert medical views of the treat­
ment of leprosy and its incidence should be 
placed before the Committee by the Minister. 
I urge the Minister to endeavour to improve 
the water supply at Peel Island as quickly 
as possible, to establish a sewerage or septic 
system theTe, to improve the road, to provide 
facilities to cna ble patients to use the tele­
phone to the mainland, and to allow more 
frequent visitms to the institution. 

~Ir .• J. F. BARNES (Bundaberg) (5.26 
p.m.): I am pleased that I have five minutes 
of my time left, as it will enAble me to 
reply to the Minister. Hi' reply was typical 
of the replies of previous Ministers in charge 
of his department. He evaded the point and 
implied improper motives on my part. When 
I made reference to the matron I specifically 
pointed out that the matron was not capable, 
by virtue of her age and the fact that slw 
was suffering from some disease which I 

thought was creeping paralysis. Creeping 
paralysis affects anybody who wffcrs from 
it by causing the hands to tn'mble, as it 
clicl the matron. I clicl not speak about the 
nursing staff. 

Then, in reply to my request for increased 
telephone facilities, the Minister offered the 
miserable excuse that the telephone to Peel 
Island was part of a tmnk-line senice. That 
is wrong. The Cleveland service is an all 
night service and embraces Peel Island. Just 
fancy the :Minister evading that request by 
saying it was a trunk-line service limited 
as to time. 

Then let me take his statement about estab­
lishing a septic system. I was the originator 
of a saltwater flushing system on the Barrier 
Reef. It has been in operation for seven or 
eight years. The Mi11ister should have made 
inquiries about that system and installed it, 
and if he wants to know anything about it 
I will tell him. 

Then, in ansvYer to the request for improve­
ments, the Minister trotted out the old bogy 
of the war. He said the war was on. Con­
ditions on the island were rotten before the 
war started. They were rotten in 1941 when 
21,500 people were unemployed in this State 
m1cl wanting a job. Yet this Government 
would not give them a job. Now they turn 
ronnel ancl say that they are trying to clo 
something! 

The Government have improved some of the 
conditions on Peel Island as a result of my 
written requests. I am grateful to them 
for having acceded to some of those requests. 
The conditions at the institution vvere so 
putrid that one man escaped to the mainland 
and eventually reached Sydney. He got in 
touch with me at the Sydney lazaret and 
later came to my hotel in Sydney and inter­
viewed me. That shows the latitude that 
lepers have there. He consulted the Govern­
ment Medical Officer in Sydney, who sent 
him away. He then stayed at a prominent 
hotel. This man, who was a wealthy grazier 
from the Territory, knocked about Sydney for 
three or four clays before the medical officer 
put him in the lazaret. That is how seriously 
they regm-d leprosy in Sydney as being con­
tagious. At Peel Island a visitor has to roll 
up his sleeves ancl wash his hands and arms 
in some disinfectant to make it appear that 
it is a terribly contagious disease. 

In the Sydney Lazaret the warclsman shows 
you round an cl he pulls up a patient's sleeve 
or pants and handles the infected part and 
makes a cigarette and has a smoke after­
wards. I said to him, ''Are you not 
frightened of contracting the disease~ 
Shoulcln 't you take the precaution of dis­
infecting your hands~'' He said, '' ND, 
that is rats. Statistics prove that no-one has 
ever contracted leprosy in that way here." Up 
here at our lazaret when you have done the 
rounds all this disinfectant is poured on 
your hands to make out how great is the 
danger of infection. 

The Minister tried to misquote me, but my 
case was that psychologically the matron was 
not capable of carrying out the dutie,o of 
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matron, as I also suggested that the patients 
on that island with their affliction would 
make a mountain out of a molehill. Whether 
that is so or not does not matter. Psycho­
logically, apart :from physically, sho was not 
capable. She was not capable physically on 
account of her illness and that is borne out 
by the :fact that the Minister is calling 
applications :for a new matron :for the 
island. 

Vote (Lazarets) agreed to. 

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL OFFICERS. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Norman by-Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs) (5.31 p.m.): 
I move-

''That £2,215 be granted :for 'Govern-
ment Medical Officers. ' '' 

The amount required is the same as that :for 
the year 1944-45. There was a saving of 
£115 in expenses in 1944-45 because payment 
was not made to the Government medical 
officers of Cooktown and Herberton. It is 
expected that we may need that amount for 
this financial year. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES (Bundaberg) (5.32 
p.m.): This vote provides :for the appoint­
ment of Government n1Pdical officers through­
out Queensland, including one in Brisbane 
who goes backwards and :forwards to Peel 
Island. That would allow anyone to discuss 
Government medical officers. Likewise Sir 
Raphael Cilento is the :full boss cocky, which 
will allow us to discuss Cilento. Sir Raphael 
Cilento 's salary is paid on the Chief Vote, 
we know, but he has complete ,control over 
these medical officers. One of these medical 
officers could have been an assessor on the 
Medical Assessment Tribunal, which I am 
going to speak about. It was ruled by 
Justices Douglas and Philp in that case that 
I spoke of that Cilento was wrongly on the 
Medical Assessment Tribunal. Mr. Justice 
Douglas said that Dr. Michel had not exer­
cised his prerogative at the right time and 
therefore his request failed, but Judge Philp 
stood hard and :fast and said that Dr. 
Cilento--

Mr. FOLEY: I rise to a point of order. 
There is no question on this vote of the 
appointment of any m,edjcal assessors on the 
Medical Assessment Tribunal. 

The CHAIR~IAN: I ask the hon. member 
to keep to the matter before the Committee, 
which is the vote for Government medical 
officers. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: I endeavoured to 
point out to the Minister that the chief 
medical officer was an assessor on the ::VIedical 
Assessment Tribunal, but was wrongly there; 
and the Act provides that he can appoint an 
assessor who could act if he was an interested 
party--

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to keep to the question before the 
Committee. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: I am trying to point 
out that I am keeping to it. Dr. Ciknto 

could have appointed this medical officer in 
Brisbane who under these Estimates 
receives £500 or £600. It is :fair to point 
out, seeing he was an interested party in this 
regard, that he could have appointed a Bris­
bane medical officer referred to in these 
Estimates. If that is so, this medical officer 
could go to the board and do what Cilento 
did-the wrong thing. Therefore I am 
entitled to point out to this Committee--

Mr. FOLEY: I rise to a point of order. 
I should like to point out this vote applies 
only to Government officers throughout the 
State, not to Government officers or medical 
officers attached to the Medical Assessment 
Tribunal. 

The CHAIRMAN: I have already pointed 
that out to the hon. member. I ask him to 
confine his remarks to the question before 
the Committee. 

llir. J. F. BARNES: I am trying to argue 
that this Dr. Cilento had the power to appoint 
a man in his place on the Medical Assessment 
Tribunal. I fully appreciate that. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The power of 
Sir Raphael Cilento has nothing to do with 
the vote before the Committee. This vote 
deals with the salaries of Government medical 
officers. 

~Ir. J. F. BARNES: If that is so, I would 
point out that these Government medical 
officers, either in Bundaberg, Brisbane, or 
throughout Queensland, get their power from 
Dr. Cilento. 

The CHAIRlliAN: Order! The powers of 
Dr. Cilento are not under consideration by 
the Committee. It is the salaries paid to the 
Government medical officers in the various 
towns that are under consideration. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: I appreciate that 
and I bow to your ruling, but I am pointing 
out that these doctors, in receiving those 
salaries take instructions fTom the chief 
medical' officer. They are the medical officer~ 
for the State of Queensland and take instruc· 
tions from the chief medical officer. That 
cannot be denied. If the chief medical officer 
gives them instruction he is directly or indi­
rectly connected with this vote, as was the 
case with the previous vote. In the debate on 
the leper island, Dr. Cilento 's name was men­
tioned :frequently, for the reason that he was 
the full boss cocky of the leper island. He 
sent his understra ppers backwards and :for­
wards there. In the vote for the lazaret, Dr. 
Cilento 's salary was not included; therefore, 
according to your ruling, Mr. Manu, members 
could not discuss Dr. Cilento. 

The CHAIRMAN: Only in passing. 

:llir. J. F. BARNES: Only in passing. I 
am discussing it :from the point of view that 
he could have appointed a man to sit as an 
assessor on the Medical Assessment Tribunal. 
Such a man would have been an assessor. I 
would point out that in a Bill brought before 
the House recently, filth was quoted by one 
of the members. That fact is proved by his 
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own evidence if one reads the debates. The 
member concerned said that this particular 
court case was lost--

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have already 
asked the hon. member to confine his remarks 
to the matter before the Committee. If he 
continues to disregard the authority of the 
Chair I shall have to ask him to resume his 
seat. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: I am afraid you will 
have to ask me. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: Mr. Mann, in this 
Chamber, if the debates do not affect the 
Government party, they are allowed privileges 
of speech on something provided nothing 
is gained from it, but immediately the debate 
affects Government party members the whole 
thing is sabotaged. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would point 
out to the hon. member that the matter he 
wishes to discuss must be relevant to the 
question before the Committee. He cannot 
go outside the scope of the question before 
the Committee. 

]fr. J. F. BARNES: This morning you 
gave a ruling, Mr. Manu, and I moved that 
your ruling be disagreed to. You ruled that 
what the hon. member was quoting about 
Dr. Cilento was out of order, and then you 
allowed the hon. member for Windsor to carry 
on. You later allowed me and others to 
carry on, and exactly the same principle 
applies here. 

The CHAIRJIAN: Order! The facts 
stateil by the hon. member are true, but hon. 
members are beginning to make licence out 
of the liberty given by my ruling, and from 
now on I intend to keep every member in 
the Committee to the matter before the Com­
mittee. I see that the more liberty I glve 
hon. members the more licence they take. I 
ask the hon. member to confine his remarks 
to the vote before the Committee. 

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (5.39 p.m.): 
I have some very pertinent remarks to make 
on this vote, but I will make them as short 
as possible and confine myself entirely to 
facts. This vote provides for the allocation 
of certain moneys from Government funds to 
pay Government medical officers in various 
cities and parts of the State. I make the 
suggestion that various medical officers in this 
State, particularly the Government medical 
officer in Townsville, is prostituting his 
government position in the interests of his 
private practice. I ask the Secretary for 
Health and Home Affairs to have an investi­
gation made to find out just how many 
patients of Dr. Halberstater were his private 
patients and were his patients at the Lister 
Hospital in the two years prior to his 
declaring them fit for some governmental ser­
vice or other, particularly the railway service. 
There are many men who have told me these 
things but-and I am in this unfortunate 
position again-will not give me a definite 
written statement on t;he matter. 

The Minister can get the evidence if he 
holds an inquiry and investigation. Men 
who go along to Dr. Halberstater in Towns­
vine suffering from some complaint such as 
hernia which can be remedied by ~n opera­
tion, were almost told by Dr. Ha1berstater to 
go into t,he Lister Hospital as their patient 
and then, after they have been cured he will 
pass them as fit for railway service or for 
whatever other branch of th€ Government 
service they seek to enter. Men who have 
said to Dr. Halberstater that they have not 
got the money to become his private patients 
-and Halberstater is one of the 25-guinea 
and 30-guinea men mentioned here the other 
day by th€ hon. member for Carpentaria­
but who· offer to go into the General Hospital 
are given a broad hint by Dr. Halberstater 
that if they go into the General Hospital 
and get cured there is every possibility of 
their not being passed by him for permanent 
employment in the railways or any other 
branch of the Government service. 

Let me give an idea of just what is the 
attitude of the Australian Railways Union 
at this time. The Railway Department 
became more or less fully staffed during the 
war and many o·f the men were temporary 
employees. The department now finds itself 
in the position of having to pay off some of 
the temporary employees to make room for 
the returning men who are coming back from 
the war, and in o·rder to deplete the staff 
to meet the depleted running conditions of 
the railway service. There is a leading article 
in the Railway ''Advocate' '-and these are 
not my words-that almost charges the rail­
way departmental officers with using the 
Government medical officers to put off these 
temporary employees. The Australian Rail­
ways Union claims that these men are sent 
down to the Government medical officer with 
a sealed envelope. If they are sent to the 
Government medical officer in TOV\'llsville or 
elsewhme in Queensland with a sealed envelope 
that is a bit better than the practice that 
operated some time ago, although it is still 
fairly bad. When the Railway Department 
wanted to get rid of a man who was almost 
irreproachable from the point of view of 
railway rules and regulations, they did what 
they did in the case of Driver Thomas 
McMahon. McMaho11 was a man who, con­
sidering that he had suff·ered some injustice 
at the hands of the Railway Department, put 
the railway rules and regulations into opera­
tion in their spirit and letter. The Railway 
Department found that it could not deal with 
McMahon under the rules and regulations 
because McMahon knew the railway rules and 
regulatio11s off by heart. So one day, although 
there was absolutely no need for it at all­
and I want the Committee to listen to this 
because all this is on official records-the 
Railway Department decided to send McMahon 
·down to the Government medical officer at 
Townsville. Before McMahon got to the 
Government medical officer an officer of the 
Railway Department was closeted with the 
Government medical officer for some time, 
and when McMahon went into the Government 
medical officer he was a.sked certain questions 
by the Government medical officer. Mind 
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you, l'IIc:Mahon, for some reason known only 
to the department itself-and he was a classi­
fied driver with about 30 years' experience­
was sent down to the Government medical 
officer in a flash for a physical and medical 
examination. Th·e first questio·n asked him 
by the Government medical officer was-

'' Are you a Communist?'' 
At 5.44 p.m., 
Mr. DEVRIES (Gregory) relieved the 

Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. AIKENS: The next question was­
'' In the 1931 strike, were you a striker 

or a loyalist'?" 
The .next question was-

'' Is it not a fact that in driving a 
train from the South yard to the North 
yard on such-and"such a date you got 
stuck and the fireman had to take over 
and bring the train from the South yard 
to the North yard fol' you~'' 

McMahon was no fool. He answered all the 
questions, L ut he carefully took down each 
qu6s1ion that was aske:l of him. He received 
some cnrsory examination from tll'; Govern­
ment mcdiral offieer, and I have no doubt 
that if the Government medical officer had 
not been tipped off to what McMalwn did 
he would have certified that McMalwn was 
unfit to continue in the railway service. 
Mcl\fahon went straight to the A.R.U. 

The A.R.U. went straight to the Medical 
Board and the Minister, who at that time I 
think was Mr. Hanlon. The moment the 
Government medical officer in Townsville 
knew McMahon did that the case collapsed 
and he was granted a ·clean certificate. 

That is the sort of thing that goes on in 
the Government today. As I say, men who 
could not really afford to go to the Lister 
Hospital and be treated by Halberstater, have 
told me that they went there because they 
were given to understand and feared that if 
they went to the General Hospital they would 
be rejected on medical grounds. How­
ever, the Australian Railways Union is com­
ing out into the open in the current issue 
of the ''Advocate'' and is complaining that 
the Railway Department is using Government 
medical officers in various centres as retrench­
ment boards. 

Mr. Collins: You are complaining in 
this case because he was handed a good bill 
of health. 

Mr. AIKENS: In McMahon's case? 

M,r. Collins: Yes. 

Mr. AIKENS: McMahon got a good bill 
of health not because the department and 
the doctor wanted to give him one, but because 
the A.R.U. went either to the Minister or to 
the Medical Board, and the Minister of the 
day, I believe, put his foot down on it 
straightaway. 

Mr. HaJl:n.ll: That is another fantastic 
idea of yours. 

Mr. AIKENS: It may be a fantastic idea, 
but I challenge the ex-Minister for Health 

and Home Affairs to lay all the papers in 
connection with the McMahon case on the 
table of this Assembly. 

Mr. Hanlon: I never had the papers in 
connection with the McMahon case. 

Mr. AIKENS: You would not have them 
now that I have mentioned it. 

I believe that wherever possible the super­
intendent of the public hospital should be 
the Government medical officer. A man with­
out the right of private practice should be 
the Government medical officer wherever pos­
sible. In the small country centres it does 
not matter so much, because in those places 
there is usually only one doctor and he is 
the Government medical officer; he is the 
superintendent of the hospital, and he also 
enjoys the right of private practice among 
all the patients in that area. Therefore, the 
matter of private practice does not enter into 
the issuing of certificates by him from time 
to time in connection with employment in the 
railway or Government service. 

Now I come to something for members 
to put their teeth into, and the present 
Minister for Health and Home Affairs cannot 
deny that he has these papers. Quite recently 
a boy was sent to Dr. Halberstater in Towns­
ville for the purpose of a medical examination 
for admission to the Department of Justice. 
Dr. Halberstater, however, rejected him for 
employment in that department and issued 
a certificate for rejection on the grounds that 
the boy had no sight in his left eye-that 
he was blind in the left eye. Fortunately, 
the boy's father came to me and we had the 
boy sent along to Dr. W. Chapman, who is 
a qualified eye specialist in Townsville. Dr. 
Chapman immediately issued a certificate 
that the boy was suffering from an absorbed 
cataract in the left eye, and used some other 
medical terms that I do not fully under­
stand, and, unlike the Secretary for Health 
and Home Affairs, will not try to pronounce. 
However, Dr. Chapman said that with the 
use of glasses the vision of the boy's left 
eye would be 6-9, and that is not bad vision. 
I wrote to the Attorney-General on the 
matter and he placed the certificate before 
the Public Service Commissioner. The Public 
Service Commissioner then took the matter 
up with the departmental doctors in Bris­
bane, who readily accepted Dr. Chapman 's 
certificate, and the boy is now employed in 
the Public Service in Townsville. Had I not 
been able to get to the Attorney-General, 
and had the Attorney-General not been 
actuated by a sense of justic·e-and I have 
always found that he has been-that boy 
would now be out of a job because Halber­
stater had certified that he was blind in the 
left eye and had issued a false certificate 
wittingly, knowing absolutely--

lUr. Foley: Did the lad not have to get 
special glasses~ 

Mr. AIKENS: Yes. If the Minister had 
been listening he would have heard me say 
a few minutes ago that Dr. Chapman 's cer­
tifieate read, that with glasses the boy's 
vision in the left eye would be 6-9. 
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There is a case in which the Government 
medical officer knowingly issued a false cer­
tificate-a case that I brought before the 
notice of the Department or Health and 
Home Affairs. 

Here is a case of a Government medical 
officer's knowingly issuing a false certificate. 
The boy had told him what Dr. Chapman had 
told him. 'l'he boy had told him that with 
glasses he could see fairly well with the left 
eye and knowing that he deliberately issued 
a. false certificate yet this man occupies the 
position of Govermnent medical officer at 
Townsville. The Secretary for Health and 
Home Affairs cannot deny that he had the 
papers in connection with that case. I \\TOte 

to !him again only the other day to ask him 
what he intended to do. He wrote to me 
first and told me what the doctor had said. 
I have no complaint about his correspondence 
in the matter but I am confident in my own 
mind that if I had not been afforded the 
opportunity of bringing the matter up here 
nothing would have been done. If that boy 
had had an absorbed cataract in the right 
eye to the same extent as he had an absorbed 
ca'taract in the left eye, Dr. Halberstater 
would unhesitatingly have certified him as 
being stone-blind, because he had said that 
he was blind in the left eye-no sight in 
the left eye-deliberately and knowingly 
issued a false certificate; and he still holds 
the position of Government medical officer 
in Townsville. Let the Minister get up and 
a.nswer that case. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Norman by-Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs) (5.52 p.m.): 
I am satisfied after hearing the hon. member 
for Mundingburra discuss certain aspects of 
certain votes in this Chamber that he goes 
to no end of pains to exaggerate the position 
in favour of his own case. It is true that 
he referred to this case of a lad who had 
occasion to go to Dr. Halberstater in Towns­
ville for a certificate so as to be eligible for 
appointment to the Public Service. Dr. Hal­
berstater did issue a certificate indicating 
the degree of defects in the lad's eyes. 

Mr. AIKENS: Mr. Mann, I rise to a point 
of order. Dr. Halberstater issued a certifi­
cate saying, "No sight in left eye." I do 
not think the Minister can complain that I 
made an incorrect statement. 

Mr. FOLEY: The particulars of the 
certificate submitted to me were in turn sub­
mitted to Dr. Gibson, who is employed by 
the department and is a recognised eye 
specialist in Brisbane. Dr. Gibson reported 
to me that from the facts as set out in 
Dr. Halberstater 's certificate that only 
special glasses would correct this particular 
defect, and only as the result of the boy's 
going to another doctor and getting a pre­
scription for special glasses was the vision 
corrected from virtually defective eyesight 
to reasonably good eyesight. That enabled 
the boy to carry on his occupation. Dr. 
Gibson pointed out to me that had he beefl 
the Government 111edical officer giving the 
certificate he would have given a certificate 
explaining the defect that the lad was suffer-

ing from, just as Dr. Halberstater had given. 
Consequently, there was no intent on the part 
of the doctor to deceive anybody. He simply 
stated the facts as he found them and he 
did his job as a medical officer would do it. 
The lad's condition was corrected by the 
special glasses. Those are the facts and 
information concerning them has been sup­
plied in greater detail to the hon. member 
for Mundingburra. However, he has not seen 
fit to quote the letter ancl the reply that he 
got setting out the facts as described by 
Dr. Gibson. One can grossly exaggerate any 
matter in this Chamber but that is not fair 
to hon. members, it is not fair to the public, 
and it does not get results. The facts are 
as I have stated them. If hum. members 
played the game they would get results but 
an attempt to exaggerate and mislead the 
Chamber is the lowest form of politics. 

Hon. members at least should be h0110ur­
able enough to give a fair statement of the 
facts. Had the hon. member given the 
statement of the facts as described by 
Dr. Gibson, who acted and reported on my 
behalf, a totally different picture would have 
been presented by him to the Committee. 

Vote (Government Medical Officers) agreed 
to. 

REGISTRATION BOARDS. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Norman by-Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs) (5.57 p.m.): 
I move-

'' That £1,970 be granted for 'R€gistra-
tion Boards.' '' 

The number of staff provided for is the same 
as in the previous year. The increased vote 
is brought about by award increases in 
sala'ries. The total expenditure to be 
refunded to ,Consolidated Revenue by the 
respective boards, the proportion to be borne 
by each board, is agreed upon between the 
boards. 

Mr. MORRIS (Enoggera) (5.58 p.m.) : To 
my mind the main function of the registration 
boards is to ensure that none but qualified 
medical men should practise medicine, that 
none but qualified dentists should practise 
dentistry, and that none but qualified chemiste 
should carry on business as pharmaceutical 
chemists. On 'l'uesday last I brought before 
the Minister the case of a man who was 
practising dentistry without being either 
registered or qualified. I drew attention to 
the fact that this man had been fined yet 
it was not within the power of the board to 
take out an injunction against him prohibit­
ing him from further practising dentistry. 
If it is not within the power of the board to 
move for suc;h an injunction then the law 
should be altered as soon as possible. 

Mr. Foley: You must have evidence on 
which to go before a judge to ask for an 
injunction. 

Mr. MORRIS: Necessary legislation 
should be passed to prevent unqualified per­
sons from carrying on this profession. As the 
Minister said, evidence must first be obtained 
before an injunction can be applied for, but 
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there is evidence that this man has already 
been fined for carrying on business as a 
dentist. 

Mr. Foley: That offence is completed; 
you must produce fresh evidence for an 
injunction. 

Mr. MORRIS: I admit that that 
particular case has been finalised. In that 
case he was fined £10-odd. Had steps been 
taken to have an injunction issued against 
him on that occasion he would not have been 
able to carry on practice as a dentist when 
he is unqualified to do so. That is only one 
angle of the case I wish to touch on. I am 
sure that the Minister will make quite certain 
that that man practising in Charleville does 
not continue to practise as a dentist as he 
is unqualified. What happens in the future 
remains to be seen but I am satisfied that 
something will be done. 

I want to point out to the Committee a 
much more serious angle of the matter. I 
have knowledge that hundreds of people in 
Queensland are able to carry on as dentists 
under our law notwithstanding that they do 
not possess the slightest knowledge of den­
tistry. I admit that is a very sweeping state­
ment. In fact, on the face of it, it seems 
ridiculous; nevertheless it is an absolute fact. 
I will tell how it occurs. There is a loop­
hole in the Queensland Act that does not 
exist in the Act of any other State whereby 
a registered medical practitioner, in other 
words a man trained in medicine but not 
trained in dentistry, is able to perform 
dentistry. 

At 7.15 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. MORRIS: Prior to the adjournment I 
reminded the Committee that on Tuesday last 
I drew the attention of the Committee to the 
case of one Latchem who had been practising 
as a dentist but was unqualified. I also 
pointed out there were some hundreds of men 
in Queensland who were permitted to practise 
dentistry although they were unlicensed and 
unqualified. 

JUr. Walsh: What do you mean by 
''permitted' '~ 

Mr. MORRIS: They are quite free to 
practise dentistry in Queensland although 
they are unqualified as dentists, and although 
they are unlicensed as dentists. Under the 
law they cannot be stopped from doing so. 
I am referring to doctors of medicine. The 
law as it stands allows a doctor of medicine 
to practise dentistry in this State. Anybody 
who knows anything about it at all knows 
that there are hundreds of doctors who have 
had no training whatsoever in dentistry and 
are quite unqualified to carry out that pro-
fession. · 

Mr. Devries: They have to do it in the 
West. You don't object to their doing it in 
the inland areas~ 

Mr. MORRIS: Would you object to a 
veterinary surgeon's taking out your appen­
dix~ 

Mr. Devries: He is a horse doctor. 

Mr. l\IORRIS: That is the same thing ?S 
the filling of a tooth by a doctor of medi­
cine. The veterinary surg0on knows as much 
about taking out the hon. member's appendix 
as a doctor of medicine knows about filling 
a tooth or taking it out. The hon. member 
knows that as well as I do. It is time that 
there was an alteration in this regard. I 
believe the board should make investigations 
-that is one of the functions of the board­
to see how the law is operating and whether 
it is operating incorrectly and unsatisfac­
torily for the people of Queensland. I 
maintain it should as soon as possible investi­
gate the position and report to the Minister. 

I know the argument will be used by the 
Minister that there are certain places in the 
outback where there is a doctor but no den­
tist, and it is necessary to have the doctor to 
do something at least to alleviate pain 
occasioned by tooth trouble to people who 
are not able to get in touch with the 
dentist. That is quite right, but that applies 
to every State and they have legislated in 
other States to deal with the matter, and a 
special permit is issued to the doctor by 
virtue of the fact that he is practising in a 
place where there is no dentist. Our law is 
out of date and archaic, and should be altered 
at the earliest possible opportunity. 

There is one very serious aspect of 
Latch em's case that must be considered. I 
understand this R.alph Latchem who is prac­
tising at Charleville, and to whom I referred 
to on last Tuesday and earlier today, is 
identical with the ex-policeman who was 
prosecuted for assaulting his superior officer. 
He is not a qualified dentist and yet he is 
practising. Action has been taken by the 
Government, but there is one aspect that is 
very serious and to which I draw the atten­
tion of the Committee. 

I quote a letter that was sent by the 
Dental Board to members of that board, and 
it is signed by Mr. Riddell, the registrar of 
the Dental Board. The letter reads-

" Dear Sir, 
''Owing to the fact Mr. Ralph Latchem 

has for a considerable period been the only 
person providing a den tal service at Char le­
ville, the residents of that town have made 
representations to the local member of Par­
liament, Mr. 0 'Shea, M.L.A., with a view 
to having the prosecution against Mr. 
Latch em by the Dental Board withdrawn.'' 

Mr. Latchem, incidently, is unregistered 
and is not a dentist. The letter proceeds-

" Mr. 0 'Shea has conveyed the Tepresen­
tations of the peopl0 of Charleville to the 
Department of Health and Home Affairs. 
Mr. O'Shea was advised that his representa­
tions would be submitted for the board's 
consideration. I shall, therefore, appreciate 
advice at your earliest convenience as to 
whether you are agreeable that the pro­
ceedings instituted against Mr. Latchem by 
the Dental Board for a breach of the 
Dental Acts should be withdrawn. A com­
plaint has already been signed and in all 
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probability has been served on Mr. Latchem. 
An early decision in the matter is there­
fore, imperative. A stamped addressed 
envelope for your reply is enclosed.'' 

That letter is signed by the registrar of the 
Dental Board. This is a case of a man who 
is not registered and who is not a qualified 
dentist but who is practising in a town 
:in this State and is being prosecuted under 
the law for doing so. All the evidence is 
obtained that he is doing this work and we 
have a member of the House making repre­
sentation for the prosecution against that man 
to be withdrawn. 

lUr. Walsh: That is not true. 

Mr. MORRIS: The hon. gentleman says 
that that is not true. I have here a letter 
from the Dental Board headed ''Dental 
Board, Willoughby Chambers, 167 Adelaide 
Street," dated 3 July and signed by the 
registrar of that board, but the Minister 
states it is not true. There is absolute and 
incontrovertible proof that it is true. 

When speaking on the subjeut previously I 
stated that an injunction should be issued 
against Ralph Latchem. I believe it could 
have been and the Minister, in replying, said 
in effect-I cannot give his exact words­
< 'We cannot issue an injunction against 
Latchem. We have not got the proof." 
The occasion arose where they had the proof 
that this man was carrying on an unregistered 
practice and not only did they not issue an 
injunction, not only did they not even attempt 
to stop him from practising, but they have 
eondoned the very fault; and that is an 
absolute indictment against the persons named 
in the letter. 

Mr. Moore:, Where did you get that 
letter from~ 

Mr. ~IORRIS: Everybody is asking 
where I got the letter. I have the letter here 
and if hon. members question the authenticity 
·Df the letter I am prepared to table it so 
they can read it, and I will do so at the con­
elusion of my speech. When I speak in this 
Chamber I quote facts and hon. members can 
rest assured that they are facts. I do not 
propose to put anything before the ·Com­
mittee that I am not prepared to back up. 

There is another question that comes into 
this matter. The man whose practice this 
man Latchem had filched from him while he 
was carrying on his service to the country­
Webb had been in the services-is unable to 
go back into any rooms in Charleville suit­
able for the carrying out of his work, whereas 
Latchem is not only allowed to continue but 

, the very fact is known to the department and 
has been overlooked, as has been proved by 
this letter. That is to the disgrace of this 
Government. 

Unless the registration board takes action 
in this regard and recommends to the Govern­
ment that this practice should stop immedi­
ately, the Government are failing in their 
duty to the people of Queensland. I say also 

that they must bring in a law that will pre­
vent, say, foreign doctors, Italians or any­
one else from coming over here, registering 
with the B.IVI.A. as medical men, setting up 
signs and practising as dentists to the detri­
ment of the people of Queensland, which they 
can do under the law at the pre&ent time. 

That is the case I wish to present to this 
Committee, and f sincerely trust that action 
will be taken immediately. For the benefit 
of hon. members I table the letter that I 
have read. (Whereupon the hon. member laid 
the letter on the table.) 

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (7.26 p.m.) : 
I did not read the correspondence I have on 
the vote for medical officers, because it deals 
with a definite application made by me to 
the Secretary of Health and Home Affairs 
that the deregistration of Dr. Halberstater 
be placed before the Medical Board. As we 
are dealing with the vote that provides for 
the payment of the registrar of the Medical 
Board, I am well within my rights in reading 
it now. Reading this correspondence from 
the Minister to me and from me to the 
Minister will serve as a lesson to the Minister 
to make certain that when he makes a state­
ment in this Committee he can back it up 
with facts. On a previous vote the Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs said that Dr. 
Halberstater had advised him of certain 
defects in regard to the boy's eye. I pro­
pose now to read the Minister's own letter, 
which throws back in his teeth the false state­
ment made by the Minister, because the 
Minister himself admits that it was not Dr. 
Halberstater who made that report to him 
but it was his own medical officer. 

Mr. WALSH: I rise to a point of order. 
I want to know whether the hon. member for 
Mundingburra is in order in imputing 
improper motives to the Minister. I ask him 
to withdraw. 

Mr. AIKENS: Very well, I withdmw the 
statement, but I will read the Minister's letter 
and my letter, which deals with the suggested 
deregistra tion of a doctor by the Medical 
Board, and I will then leave it to the Commit­
tee to draw its own conclusions. This is the 
letter from the Department of Health and 
Home Affairs personally signed by the 
Minister. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are dealing 
now with the vote for ''Registration Boards.'' 
I understand that the hon. member read that 
letter on an earlier vote. 

~Ir. AIKENS: No. This deals with the 
registrar who registers all doctors in the 
State. It is his function to register medical 
practitioners and dental practitioners, and 
in my correspondence I have suggested that 
this doctor be deregistered. Therefore, this 
is the only vote under which I can read this 
correspondence, because it definitely deals 
with my suggestion that this doctor be deregis­
tered. The registrar is the only person who 
can do that. 

The letter is dated Brisbane, 27 August 
1945, and is personally signed by Thos. A. 
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Foley, Minister for Health and Home Affairs. 
It reads:-

'' Dear Mr. Aikens, 
''With reference to your letter of 25th 

ultimo relative to the medical examination 
of Arnold Malcolm Morgan by the Govern­
ment Medical Officer at Townsville, Dr. L. 
Halberstater, I desire to advise that the 
Public Service Commissioner upon receipt 
of a certificate from Dr. W. J. Chapman-'' 

remember that-
'' and discussion with a medical officer of 
the Department of Health and Home 
Affairs, decided to continue Mr. M organ's 
services on probation. The Public Ser­
vice Commissioner further advised that he 
had informed Mr. Morgan that in accord­
ance with usual practice the question of 
the confirmation of his appointment would 
be reviewed in June 1946. I am informed 
by the medical officer of my department-" 

not by Dr. Halberstater; remember that-
" skilled in eye diseases, that the lad has 
no crystalline lens in the left eye as the 
result of a traumatic cataract which caused 
the lens of this eye to be absorbed, other­
wise that the vision of the left eye is very 
poor and in effect the right eye will do 
all the work. I am also advised that in 
order to read close print with his left eye 
he will need to wear an even stronger lens 
than the one required for distance vis•ion, 
and even then he would not get simultan~­
ous binocular vision because the brain will 
ignore the image received on the retina of 
the left eye. I am advised that this visual 
defect would debar him from being passed 
for entrance to any one of the fighting 
services to a grade higher than A-2.'' 

I want that to be clearly impressed upon the 
minds of hon. members. It was Mr. Foley's 
own doctor who told him that, not Dr. Halber­
stater as he stated a little while ago. 

Mr. Fole·y: He is a doctor of optometry. 

Mr. AIKENS: Your own doctor told you 
that. You said Dr. Halberstater told you 
that. 

Mr. Foley: You would twist anything. 

Mr. AIKENS: This is what I wrote to 
the Minister on 28 August 194;5-

" Regarding yours of the 27th re medical 
examination of Arnold Malcolm Morgan by 
Dr. L. Halberstater of Townsville, I have 
to respectfully state that I did not put 
this case before you in order to determine 
whether or not he is medically fit for any 
service. I sent the papers to you so that 
you could place them in your discretion 
before the Medical Board with a view to 
having a charge laid against. Dr. Halber­
stater for issuing a false medical certificate 
in respect of this lad's left eye. 

"I am informed that Halberstater signed 
the certificate showing that the boy had 
no sight, i.e., was blind, in the left eye, 
whereas your own doctor, in addition to 
Dr. Chapman, refutes this. I urge you 
to give this matter your most serious con­
sideration.'' 

This is the last letter that I have received 
from the Secretary for Health and Home 
Affairs on the matter. It is dated 3 Sep­
tember 1945 and reads-

'' I desire to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 28th ultimo further in 
rega'rd to the medical examination of 
Arnold Malcolm Morgan by Dr. L. Halber­
stater, of Townsville.'' 

I think this is a case that should go before 
the registrar of the Medical Board. 

Mr. Foley: On what grounds? 

Mr. AIKENS: On the grounds that 
Halberstater wilfully issued a false certificate 
with regard to this lad's left eye. 

~Ir. Foley: He told the truth. 

Mr. AIKENS: He did not. He said in 
his certificate that the lad had no sight in 
his left eye, whereas Dr. Chapman and the 
departmental doctor said that the lad merely 
had an absorbed cataract in the left eye and 
with glasses his vision would be 6 j9. Not 
only that, Dr. Halberstater rejected this boy 
for admission to the Public Service because 
according to his own certificate he was blind 
in the left eye. The medical officer of the 
Department of Health and Home Affairs 
concurred with Dr. W. J. Chapman, and as a 
result of that concurrence young Morgan is 
now a member of the Public Service. 

Mr. Foley: On probation. 

Mr. AIKENS: On probation, of course, 
I pay a tribute to the Attorney-General 
who immediately stepped in and had this 
wrong rectified. \Vhat I want to know now, 
however, is why the action suggested by me 
as far back as 28 August last has not been 
taken-why the registrar of the Medical 
Board has not been approached to place a 
case before the Medical Board for the 
deregistration of Dr. Halberstater. 

Mr. MORRIS (Enoggera) (7.33 p.m.): I 
desire to say something in addition to what 
I said earlier in the evening. The hon. 
member for Gregory made an interjection, 
which I did not hear, asking me if I did 
not agree that a medical officer in the out­
back should have the right to treat a tooth 
that was troublesome or was affected by an 
abscess or in any other way. Not hearing­
the question, I said ''No.'' I definitely 
believe that all doctors in outback places. 
where there are no dentists should, even 
though they have no licence, have the right 
and should be permitted to treat teeth. How­
ever, in city areas where there are dentists 
I believe that doctors should not be permitted 
to carry out dental work. 

Mr. MOORE (Merthyr) (7.34 p.m.): l• 
rise to congratulate the registration boards 
on the interest they take in applications for 
registration. Recently I was asked for 
advice by an applicant from overseas \Yho 
desired to practise in Brisbane as a chemist. 
He came l1ere with very high qualifications 
from an overseas university and applied to 
the Pharmacy Board for registration. 
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Because his credentials were those of a 
university that was situated in a part of 
Europe where the war was at its height, great 
difficulty was experienced by the board in 
-checking up on them. 

It did everything it possibly could to do 
so. Officials of the board and the University 
went to no end of trouble. They realised 
from the infurmatim1 placed before them 
that this man was very highly qualified, they 
were keen to give the people of Brisbane the 
benefit of his knowledge, but at the same 
time they wanted to be sure that his creden­
tials were in keeping with the status required 
of him by the board. Finally, after much 
investigation, they satisfied themselves that 
his credentials were in order and he is now 
practising here and I am sure that the general 
public who come in contact with him will 
benefit greatly from his high standard of 
knowledge. 

I think the hon. member for Enoggera was 
drawing the long bow about the doctor who 
pulled teeth in certain circumstances. One 
cannot help thinking that members of the 
Queensland People's Party are in the habit 
of bringing briefs into this Chamber so as 
to get a little bit O'f political advantage. 

Mr. Morris: That is absolutely unfair. 

Mr. MOO RE: Briefs have been brought 
in here. Some have been good and some 
have been bad. I want to give the experience 
that I had with my small boy who was taken 
to the hospital to have his adenoids removed. 
During the operation the doctor pulled one of 
his milk teeth and I felt that the doctor 
had done a good service in doing so. Here 
was a small child under the anaesthetic and 
in cleaning up one job the doctor removed a 
small milk tooth. So far as I am concerned 
he dirl a good job and I have sufficient faith 
in the majority of our medical practitioners 
to give them the right to do these little jobs. 
T think a good deal of harm would be done 
to the community if these doctors had to be 
registered as dentists. 

lUr. AII{ENS (Mundingburra) (7.38 p.m.): 
All day I have been against the Government 
but now I am going to be with them for a 
while, and strangely enough I want to concur 
with the remarks of the hon. member for 
Merthyr to a limited extent. I do not think 
that the Government should register for prac­
tice a man who is not qualified as a dentist 
in one of the recognised and reputable univer­
sities recognised by the Dental Board here. 
So I do not want to have taken from my 
:remarks the erroneous conception that I am 
advocating the registration of dentists who· 
are not qualified to be dentists, but I sincerely 
hope that the Government will never inter­
fere with the right of a doctor to practise 
dentistry if he so desires. I know that many 
docto·rs do not go in for what might be 
called the mechanical side of dentistry. The:y 
do not fill teeth, they do not crown teeth, 
they do not cap them, and they do not make 
false teeth; but many doctors pull teeth in 
the interests of their patients. In Towns­
ville over the past few years we have come 
to realise the immense benefit of the provision 

in varicu3 Acts to allow doctors to extract 
teeth. In Townsville during the war years 
we were chronically short of dentists. People 
who· needed urgent dental attention were 
unable to have teeth extracted, the condition 
of which in many cases was affecting their 
health. These men, women, imd children could 
not possibly get appointments at the recog­
nised dentists because they were overcrowded 
with appointments, booked out for months 
ahead, but they were able to go along to 
do'ctors in Townsville and have their teeth 
extracted. I will not stretch it too far 
by saying that the doctors thereby .saved 
their lives but they did arrest the d1sease 
that was seeping into their bodies from the 
affected teeth. 

I am not one of those who believe in 
government by order in council, but if 
ever the time arose for the Government to 
consider the question of preventing docto1·s 
acting a's den~ists so far as tha ~xtr3;c­
tion of teeth IS concerned. I hope It Will 
not be done by legislative enactment. I 
hope that if any action is nec,essary to 
prevent doctors from extracting teeth that 
it will be taken by order in council, which 
can be revoked from time to time to meet 
extraordinary circumstances. Many of the 
dentists practising in Townsville worked d~y 
and night some up to 100 hours a week, m 
order to 'try to keep faith with as many 
patients as possible during the war period, 
but even after working as many hours as that 
they were unable to cope with much of the 
work offering, and consequently had doctors 
not the right to extract teeth and perform 
dental work many people in Townsville would 
still have infected teeth which might have 
easily been impairing their lives. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Norman by-Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs) (7.42 p.m.): I 
listened to the points raised by the hon. mem­
ber for Enoggera, with regard to a person 
named Latchem in the Charleville district. 
He was not altogether fair in the presentation 
of his case, particularly when he endeavoured 
to condemn the hon. member for Warrego for 
attempting to plead for the withdrawal of .the 
summons issued by the Dental Board agamst 
Latchem for practising dentistry, he not being 
registered. The hon. member should have 
explained the position fairly to the Com­
mittee The facts are that representations 
were ~ade by the residents of the Charleville 
distTict to the hon. member for Wan·ego that 
there was a definite shortage of dentists 
there. All that the hon. member for vVarrego 
did wns to submit the case as presented to 
him. No request was made by him. for ~he 
withdrawal of the summons or the mtenhon 
to prosecute. The Dental Board went on 
with its prosecution of Latchem and was suc­
cessful. Latchem was penalised by the co~ut 
for practising, not being a registered dentist. 

The hon. member for Enoggera next stated 
that we should do something with a view to 
taking an injunction out to restrain Latchem 
from practising. Even if there was some 
process in law enabling us to do that, we 
should have to get fresh evidence from the 
residents of the district before we could 
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approach any judge and ask him to issue an 
injunction and hope for success. 

Mr. Morris: You could quite easily get 
new evidence. 

Mr. FOLEY: The Dental Board informs 
me that the whole trouble lies in the fact 
that the residents of the district will not 
help it to get evidence to prevent this indi­
vidual from practising. That is the actual 
position. I have representatives of the 
department in the lobby. 'l'hey advise me that 
they have gone as far as they can in the 
prosecution of this man. They did prosecute 
him successfully some time ago. They must 
get further evidence from the residents to 
support any application to a judge for an 
injunction restraining him from practising. 

Mr. Pie: You have an unregistered 
dentist practising. 

Mr. FOLEY: I know that. 

Mr. Pfe: You know that, and you are 
not doing anything about it~ 

Mr. FOLEY: I am admitting all that, 
but it is the duty of the Dental Board and I 
can assure hon. members that it is doing 
everything possible. It cannot launch further 
proceedings unless it gets the full co-operation 
of the residents. 

}Ur. Brand: The law is insufficient then. 

Mr. FOLEY: It is not a question of the 
law's being insufficient, but a question of 
getting one of the residents of the district 
to supply sufficient evidence to the Dental 
Board to deal with him. No matter what is 
done in this Parliament by way of legislation, 
you must be in a position to satisfy any 
tribunal with the necessary evidence before 
any person can be prosecuted successfully 
for a breach of that legislation. 

Mr. Morris: Why should our board ask 
for the withdrawal of the prosecution~ 

Mr. FOLEY: It has not withdrawn any 
prosecution. The prosecution referred to was 
successfully effee,ted and penalties were 
imposed by the court at Charleville. 

Mr. Macdonald: The registrar asked for 
the withdrawal of the prosecution. 

Mr. FOLEY: No, the residents asked for 
the withdrawal and the Dental Board refused 
to agree to the request. The board went oh 
with the prosecutio11, which was successful, 
and the man was penalised. 

Mr. Morris interjected. 

Mr. FOLEY: The position is as I stated. 
The individual was successfully prosecuted by 
the Dental Board notwithstanding the request 
of the residents that the pTosecution be with­
drawn. That is the factual position. 

Coming to the question raised by the hon. 
membeT for Mundingburra, again we find the 
same misrepresentation to the Committee. He 
contended that Dr. Halberstater in Towns­
ville was guilty of malpractice because he 
indicated to the Governmenlt and to the 

Public Service Commissioner that this lad 
had no sight in the left eye. We have to 
depend on our medical officers throughout 
the State to give a faithful report of the 
physical condition of any person who comes 
before them for examination, particularly 
when it is for the purpose of entering the 
Public Service. A number of questions are 
asked. I have an application form here and 
there are a number of questions the doctor 
has to answer. The third question asked is-

'' Is there a defect in sight, hearing or 
speech or any indication of otorrhoea or 
any nasal or throat infection~ If so, give 
particulars.'' 

The answer is as follows-
' 'Yes. No sight in the left eye. The 

right eye normal.'' 

'l'he argument was that he had definitely 
deceived the Government and had done an 
injustice to the lad by making that state­
ment. When the matter was presented to me 
by the member for Mundingburra I endea­
voured to get to the basis of the statement 
by the doctor. I referred the matter to 
Dr. Gibson, medical officer of the department, 
who is a doctor in eye diseases, and I will 
tell the Committee what he has to say. It 
is quite definite that any doctor under similaT 
circumstances would have given the same 
report. Dr. Gibson says-

'' 'rhe lad has no crystalline lens in the 
left eye as the result of a traumatic 
cataract which caused the lens of this 
eye to be absorbed. 

''This means that the left eye unaided 
by spectacles is unable to focus clearly 
distant or near objects. Thus when look­
ing at a test chart with the left eye only 
and without spectacles he would not be 
able to read any letters on the chart at 
the usual distance.'' 

That being so what is wrong with the 
report the doctor gave that there was no 
sight in the left eye~ That is the actual 
position. Without spectacles and with the 
left eye looking at a chart in the test room 
he could not see the chart distinctly whether 
it was close to him or at a distance. The 
report goes on to say·-

'' In common parlance the vision of the 
left eye is very poor. 

"With a high-power lens in front of the 
left eye this eye will see well at a distance, 
but the lad will not be able to use his two 
eyes together to obtain simultaneous bino­
cular vision because of a difference in size 
of the two retinal images. In effect the 
right eye ;yi!l do all the work. In order 
to read close print with his left eye 4e will 
need to wear a stronger lens than the one 
required for distance vision. 

"Even then he would not get simul­
taneous binocular vision because the brain 
will ignore the image received on the retina 
of the left eye.'' 

Under those circumstances I do not feel pre­
pared, as the Secretary for Health and Home 
Affairs, to waste the time of the Medical 
Board by asking it to have this investigation 
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that the hon. member for Mundingburra 
requests. A do·ctor in eye diseases definitely 
states that looking at the chart with the left 
eye this lad could not see the figures on the 
chart. 

Mr. Aikens: Neither could you if you 
took your glasses off. 

Mr. FOLEY: Of course I can. 

Mr. Aikens: Neither could I. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. FOLEY: A good deal depends on 
the particular eye defect one labours under 
as to whether one conld or could not see 
without one's glasses. I can take off my 
glasses and see any person in this room or at 
a distance of half a mile away. 

Mr. Aikens: You could not read the 
chart. 

Mr. FOLEY: I can also read certain 
print, but I cannot read small print. This 
IS an altogether different case. This is an 
instance of a defect, where, with the right 
eye covered and lo·oking at a chart, this lad 
could not read anything that was on the 
chart. Consequently the doctor had to be 
fair: there was no sight in the left eye, and 
to submit it to the Medical Board would be 
simply wasting the board's time and no· good 
result would follow. Much ado has been 
made out of very little by the hon. member 
for Mundingburra, as usual. The hon. mem­
ber unquestionably exaggerates the case and 
endeavours to mislead the people. I will not 
be misled by any of his vapourings and do 
not intend to submit the case to the Medical 
Board, because I know what will be the 
result-no action will be taken because there 
is no evidence to- in any way convict Dr. 
Halberstater o"f malpractice. 

Objection has been taken to the practice 
of dentistry by certain medical men as the 
result of a diploma they receive from the 
University. From my understanding of the 
position, the average medical man during 
the co-urse at the University has to do a 
certain amount of surgery, and although he 
does not practise certain surgery in regard to 
teeth he at least is taught the theoretical 
side of that sulJject. What is wrong with 
allowing a medical man in certain isolated 
parts of the State-and that is the only 
place where they practise dentistry-to come 
to the rescue or relief of some person who 
may be suffering from defective teeth~ It 
is idle to tell me that any medical man could 
set to work and make a set of dentures if he 
has not gone through the school of training 
to fit him to do that. 

Mr. Morris: Do you know there is a man 
practising in Brisbane who is a doctor and 
not a dentist at all~ 

Mr. FOLEY: There may be instances. I 
have an instance of a doctor who was recently 
in Springsure and who· made it his business 
during the vacation perio·d from time to time 
to specialise and learn what he could towards 
making himself proficient in various branches 
of dentistry. Although he has not studied 
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dentistry as a dental student has studied it, 
he has specialised in certain branches and 
has been able to give remarkable relief to 
people in the district in which he has his 
practice. That is about all these medical 
men do. If they have not specialised and 
made a special study, it is an utter impos­
sibility for them to make a set of dentures or 
perform any difficult operation on the jaw 
or deal with other complex cases they might 
come across. 

These are matters for dental surgeons and 
for dentists who have gone through the full 
course of four years in our dental institution 
or at the University. 

Mr. ~I orris: But there is nothing in the 
law to stop them from trying, to the detri­
ment of the person. 

Mr. FOLEY: Take some of our older 
dentists. Take Jack Ross. He has retired 
from business but the firm is being carried 
on by another staff under his name. Jack 
Ross had never been to .a university. In his 
heydey he could not possibly pass the tests 
through which a university student has to 
go today. He started off with teeth-pulling. 
He specialised and by reading text books and 
using other methods to make himself ;Pro­
ficient in making dentures he became a skilled 
man and during his period he taught more 
dentists than the University has taught in 
a similar period. 

Mr. Morris: Was he registered? 

Mr. FOLEY: Eventually he w~s regis­
tered under the Dental Act as what IS termed 
a foundation member. He is only one of 
many. I can name half .a dozen in the North 
whom I know. There are odd doctors through­
out the State who are in a similar position. 
Certainly they have an advantage that Ja~k 
Ross did not have in that they had the basic 
knowledge. They specialised in their spare 
time and studied in vacation periods to make 
themselves proficient in certain branches. It 
would be ridiculous for us to attempt to pass 
legislation to debar those men fro;n pract_is­
ing up to a certain extent. They give service 
in certain isolated parts of the State where 
there are no dentists. I can assure hon. 
members that very few of them practice 
where an efficient dentist is already practising. 

ltlr. WANSTALL (Toowong) (7.57 p.m.): 
I was very interested by the letter produced 
by the hon. member fo_r ~noggera, no~ ~o· 
much in its contents as m Its form. This IS 
a letter written by the registrar of the Dental 
Board on 3 July to each individual member 
of the board referring to the fact that a 
prosecution h~d been instituted but. cert.ain 
representations had been made for Its With­
drawal and asking the individual members 
to indicate their opinion in a stamped 
addressed envelope as to whether they thought 
the prosecution should be withdrawn or not. 

Let us assume that in coming to the deci­
sion to prosecute an unregistered person the 
Dental Board acted in .accordance with the 
requirements of the Act, held a n;eeting at 
which a quorum was present, weighed the 



1122 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

evidence and decided to prosecute. Then 
the registrar, most irregularly, for some reason 
or other circularises each individual member 
and asks him his opinion as to whether the 
prosecution should be withdrawn. The Act 
lays it down very clearly that when the 
Dental Board wants to discharge its functions 
under the Act, in other words wants to oper­
ate as a Dental Board, it must hold .a meet­
ing at which no fewer than three members 
must be present before any business can be 
·discussed. I am shocked to learn that the regis­
trar of the Dental Board has conducted the 
board's business in a way in which that letter 
would indicate he has. I hope that in his 
supervision of the administration of the Act 
the Minister will see to it that in future he 
holds regular meetings, calls the board 
together and allows the members, by discus­
sion amongst themselves and by deliberations, 
to make their decision in a regular way. I 
am not saying there is anything dishonest 
.about it, but it was an improper method to 
adopt to ascertain the opinions of members 
with a view to rescinding the motion that 
had already been passed at a duly constituted 
meeting of the board. 

Mr. Foley: You are only assuming that 
this was all done by a duly constituted board. 

Mr. WANSTALL: Is the Minister sug­
gesting that the Dental Board decided to 
prosecute an unregistered person without 
being duly constituted, without considering 
the evidence and acting in accordance with 
the Act' 

Mr. Hanlon: How do we know whether 
the board carried out its dutyW 

Mr. WAN STALL: If it did not carry out 
its duty in the first instance that merely rein­
forces my .argument. 

Mr. Hanlon: If you can give evidence 
that the board did not do its duty you have 
·something to say. 

Mr. WAN STALL: I am giving evidence 
that the board did not do its duty when the 
registrar circularised each individual member 
'Of the board asking him for an opinion, which 
in effect was designed to rescind a previous 
resolution. 

Mr. Hanlon: What regulation does that 
break~ 

lir. WAN STALL: It breaks the Act, not 
a regulation. Section 5 of the Dental Act 
8ays-

" Meetings- ( 1) The board shall hold 
its ordinary meetings at such times as are 
appointed by by-law in that behalf. Special 
meetings may be summoned at any time by 
the president, and shall be so summoned 
by him upon receipt of a requisition in 
·writing signed by any two members. 

"(2) No business shall be transacted at 
any meeting of the board unless at least 
three of the members are present when such 
business is transacted.'' 

To my way of thinking, it is an absolutely 
new procedure for a statutory board to con­
duct its business by circularising each member 

asking him his opinion. What should we 
think if each individual member of this 
Assembly was given a copy of a proposed 
Bill in his electorate and asked, ''Let us 
know what you think of this and we will put 
it through.'' W 

I rose in order to draw the attention of 
the Minister to what appears to be an irregu­
larity in the conduct of the Dental Board's 
business as disclosed by this letter. If that 
is the position, let us stop it at this stage. 
We should not let the Dental Board conduct 
its business in that wav, because it is danger­
ous. Instead of being annoyed with my 
raising the point, the Minister should be glad 
that the matter has been brought to his atten­
tion because all sorts of things might happen 
if this practice was allowed to continue. As 
a matter of fact, it would appear that the 
majority of the members of the board 
aniwered that letter in the negative, but a 
number of them may have answered in the 
affirmative. Hon. members can see what this 
sort of thing could lead to. The Minister, in 
his own interests, should put a stop to such 
practices. I do not think anybody should 
resent my pointing these things out. 

With regard to the person concerned, 
Latchem the Minister has quite correctly said 
that the 'board cannot prosecute again on the 
old evidence on which he has already been 
prosecuted, because he cannot be prosecute!! 
twice for the one offence. Further, I do not 
think the board could use the same evidence 
in seeking an injunction against him. How­
ever the Minister stops there. He says, "We 
can~ot do anything.'' He says, '' The local 
people will not bear witness against this man 
and we cannot do anything.'' What an admis­
sion! If the Dental Board cannot carry out 
the duties with which it is charged under 
this Act-if it cannot stop an unregistered 
person from practising in a town as big as 
Charleville-it is high time that-~ 

Mr. Foley: As a lawyer, what is the 
correct procedure~ 

Mr. WAN STALL: I will not give any 
free opinions to the Minister. He . has his 
own legal advisers. The w~ster~ ma1l leayes 
Brisbane tomorrow and arnves 1n Charlev1lle 
on Saturday. (Government interjections.) 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask hon. 
members to behave themselves and allow the 
hon. member for Toowong to continue. 

m:r. WAN STALL: If I wanted to get 
evidence in this matter I could put a person 
on that train tomorrow, and he could catch 
Mondav afternoon's train from Charleville 
and be.hack in Brisbane on Tuesday. 

Mr. Aikens: Will you volunteer for the 
jaM 

Mr. WANSTALL: No. 

Mr. Aikens: Then why put someone else 
in~ 

~Ir. WANSTALL: It is not my duty to 
police this Act. That is the duty of the 
Dental Board. If the Dental Board is unable 
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or unwilling to carry out its duties, it should 
be compulsorily retired. What is the good 
of the board if it cannot or will not carry out 
its duties~ That is the only point I am 
making. I am not blaming the Minister. It 
is not his responsibility to get evidence-that 
is the Dental Board'~ responsibility-but the 
Minister has the board under his surveillance. 
I am quite certain that if the Minister took 
a :firm stand this matter could be cleared up 
early next week. A man cannot carry on a 
dental practice without a surgery, a great 
deal of equipment and all the accoutrements 
of a dental practice. 

Does he mean to tell us seriouslv that in 
a town like Charleville it is impossible to 
get the evidence to prove that a man is 
carrying on the practice of a dentist~ Surely 
the local po1ice at Charleville are not so 
incompetent as to be unable to help him in 
the matter~ I do not for a moment suggest 
that they are so ineompetent. If the Minister 
were to take a :firm stand in the matter he 
could clear it up very quickly. Unless he 
does sa then we have reached this stage 
in the registration of dentists, that a dentist 
is thumbing his nose at constituted authority, 
thumbing his nose at the board, flouting the 
law, and the Minister is admitting that he 
cannot get the evidence against him. I 
have never heard such a confession of weak­
ness and incapacity before. I am sure that 
if the Minister were to try he could look 
after this matter in the interests of the 
health of the people of Charleville. 

I also want to scotch the misunderstanding 
that may have arisen from the remarks of 
the hon. member for Enoggera in regard to 
doctors practising dentistry. I think the hon. 
ll!emLer made it quite clear that he was not 
ubjecting to a doctor's pulling teeth in 
isolated cases. As a matter of fact, under 
the Act any layman can pull teeth if he is 
5 miles from the nearest dentist. 

Mr. Smith: The local butcher. 

Mr. WANSTALL: Yes, the local butcher. 
The Act permits him to do it. The hon. 
member for Enoggera was not talking about 
these exceptional cases. What he was talk­
ing about was the loophole in the Act that 
permitted unquali:fied persons to practise 
dentistry. He did not direct his remarks to 
what might be called the merciful practice 
of dentistry in the isolated inland areas by 
doetors of medicine. He did not object tO' 
that at all. 'rhe hon. member speci:fically 
said in answer to the hon. member for 
Gregory that he was concerned to see that 
this lO'ophole in the Act should be blocked 
up so that doctors of medicine would not be 
able to practise dentistry in the city area, 
It is quite apparent that that is a weakness 
in the Act. Any refugee doctor could come 
to this State with oversea degrees entitling 
him to be registered as a doctor, and he 
could set up in the practice of dentistry. 

Mr. Hanlon: Before he could be regis­
tered as a doctor, he would have to be accepted 
by the Medical Board. 

Mr. WAN STALL: Yes, I have put all 
that. The Medical Board wonld consider his 

quali:fications justifying his registration by 
the Medical Board, but it would not be con­
cerned about his quali:fications as a dentist 
Do you not see the point~ It would look 
at his medical degrees and register him as 
a doctor and hey presto, he could set up 
pra~tice as a full-time den,ltist in Queen 
street if he liked. Do you not see the 
pointW 

Mr. Hanlon: Do you suggest that a 
doctor who is competent to operate upon a 
vertibra of the spine would not be com­
petent to pull a tooth. 

lUr. WANSTALL: I am not saying that 
he would not be competent to pull teeth, but 
I do say that even if he is compete~t as a 
doctor it does not follow that he rs com­
petent to practise dentistry. No'-one . has 
any objection to those inland mercy servrces, 
but there is a loophole in the Act. And why 
is the Acting Premier being so stiff-necked 
about the matter of loopholes in the AcH 
No body has asked the Government to deprive 
the peopl" of the West of any advantage 
they have_ vVe are asking for the blocking 
of that loophole in the Act, so as to prevent 
any damage from being done to the health 
o"f the people of this State. 

Mr. Jones: You are not objecting to a 
blacksmith's doing it on a station 'i 

~Ir. )V AN STALL: Where it is done in an 
emergency I agree with it, but .that does 
not say that the people of the ~rty should 
be exposed to any unnecess.ll;ry r:sk. I ask 
the Minister to give consraeratron to the 
matter in a spirit O"f tolerance and without 
any suggestion of heat. 

No-one has said that the Minister has done 
anything wrong. This matter has been 
merely poi11ted out to him. Surely he must 
realise that it is necessary for that loophole 
in the Act to be closeil, particularly so far 
as the city area is concerne~. All that ~he 
hon. member for Enoggera drd was. to pomt 
out that it was not necessary that rt should 
continue to exist. All the speeches about the 
hardships the people in the outback undergo, 
although quite correct, were quite irrelevant. 

Vote (Registration Boards) agreed to. 

POLICE. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Norman by-Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs) (8.11 p.m.): 
I move-

'' That £931,454 be grante:J for 
' Police.' '' 

The vote is an increase of £65,511 over t_he 
actual expenditnre during the last :fin~n~ral' 
year. It is an increase on the appropnatw_n 
for last year of £36,139. The _increase. rs 
due principally to an incre.asc m salanes 
amounting to £67,045, to an mcrease of mne 
in the strength of the force m:d . to award 
increnses in pay. The appropnatron under 
the different headings show a slig~t mcreas~ 
in some cases. The allowance m l1eu of 
overtime is £53,250. The amount actually 
expended last year was £51,799. 
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This vote covers tho payment to 57 senior 
sergeants, 97 sergeants 1st-class, 276 ser­
geants 2nd-class, 1,158 constables and 12 
women police, as well as those memb,•n of 
the force now on leave, or who will be 
_granted leave prior to their retirement on 
pension during 1945-1946. The vote pro­
vides also for the usual allowance to meet 
increased cost of Jiying, the amount being 
the same as last year. It includes also allow­
.ance for fuel and light, allowance in lieu 
of quarters, allowance for traffic duty and 
for general contingencies. 

I wish to pay a compliment to the police 
for the very fi11e work they carried out dur­
ing the war period, which was the most diffi­
·Cult period Queensland has experienced in 
her history. We had on a number of occa­
sions to increase the strength of the force. 
The strength as at the end of the financial 
year 1944-45 was 1, 730, including nine 
women constables. They have had a difficult 
period, particularly in the organisation of 
civil defence. The officers in charge of that 
work did a very fine job; they organised just 
on 65,000 citizens for that purpose. They 
Qrganised one of the fine3t systems of lectures 
to improve the knowledge of the members 
of those organisations .. in their various 
spheres. They had a well-trained force of 
men and women under their control who were 
ready to meet any emergency had it eventu­
.ated during that stirring period. 

While I am on the subject I wish to pay 
.a compliment to the 65,000 men and women 
who :esponded so nobly to the appeal to 
<>rgamse into voluntary organisations to pro­
tect their fellow citizens in the event of 
bombing. 

The response was wonderful, and it gives 
'SOme idea of the spirit that prevails in the 
community. I feel that should we meet any 
crisis in ~he future it will be only a matter 
{)f appealmg and our citizens will come for­
ward to' build up an organisation for the 
help and protection of their fellow-citizens. 

The black-marketing that prevailed during 
the war period gave the police a very heavy 
task; and working under Commonwealth 
regulations they were successful in a large 
number of cases in running illicit traders to 
earth and they were helpful in supplying the 
Co.mmonwcalth authorities with the necessary 
ev1~ence to enable them to go on with prose­
·cutwns. 

Mr. Wanstall: They did a very good job. 

Mr. FOLEY: The decrease in crime over 
the period we have gone through also is a 
remarkable feature. The Commissioner's 
report indicates that the decrease in crime 
over the previous financial year represents 
2.885 per cent. 

Mr. Macdonaid: They have done a great 
job. 

Mr. FOLEY: That is a very fine piece of 
work, a:r;d shows the degree of efficiency that 
-our pohce force has reached, which is duo 
to the splendid co-operation from the Com­
missioner down through his officers and men. 

I think we can safely say that we are second 
to no other State in the efficiency of our 
police fo:rr~e. 

Mr. HJlYES (Nundah) (8.18 p.m.): I 
desire to make a few observations on this 
very importa:r;t .vote. I wish to pay a tribute 
to the Conmusswner and the Chief Inspector 
who now fills the position occupied for so 
many years by the late J ames Too hill. I 
am sure all hon. members who are conversant 
with the work of the late Inspector Toohill 
in his position as Chief Inspector felt when 
he died that his place would be hard to fill. 
I am pleased that his successor, Mr. Perrin, 
has carried out that job very capably. 

Members come in contact with all branches 
of the police service because of the' very many 
onerous duties the police have to perform in 
all electorates. It is the responsibility of 
the police not only to uphold the moral law 
themselves but to see that the laws of this 
Parliament are carried out to the fullest 
extent, and they have discharged that responsi­
bility with credit to themselves. During the 
war years there was difficulty in obtaining 
recruits owing to the call up of youths 18 
years of age for Militia. According to what 
appeared in the Press recently, some people 
ar,e inclined to ridicule some of the young 
policemen who are doing points duty, and 
who did a remarkable job during a trying 
period . 

These young fellows entered the force 
under the cadet system, if my memory serves 
me rightly, initiated by the Government ahout 
1935 when lads who passed Senior University 
examinations were taken into the Force each 
year. They had the opportunity of training 
indoors and learning shorthand and type­
writing and other t;hings to make them­
selves very efficient in such work as 
well as in outdoor police duties. I am 
sure hon. members on both sides will 
give credit to the Government of the time 
for doing something worth while. The age 
for acceptance of recruits was 21 years but 
the nation having become embroiled in the 
war and young men of 18 being called up for 
military service, the age of acceptance of 
recruits into the police force had necessarily 
to be reduced and it was lowered to 19 years 
of age. The difficulty experienced was to find 
men of the physique required for entry to 
the force prior to the war. However, these 
young men have performed their job nobly 
and well and in the course of time before 
they attain the age of 21 they will be equal 
in stature to the former requirements. They 
certainly have done a good job and no-one 
can fault their efficiency. 

I referred some years ago to the introduc­
tion to Queensland in 1935 of the modus­
operandi recording system. I have had certain 
experience that enables me to speak with 
pride on the extension of that work. In the 
''Police Gazette'' published from time to 
time and to be found in every police station 
in Queensland, there are recorded the par­
ticulars of any crime perpetrated in the State. 
The whole history of it is given and it is 
illustrated by photographs. Particulars are 
given of how the cat burglar, the cattle-duffer, 
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<Or the pickpocket works or is likely to carry 
out his nefarious practices because of the 
unfm:tm;ate. kil;tk he . possess~s. A personal 
d?scnpbon 1s given w1th particulars as to any 
disfigurements, marks, limb defects-anything 
that would be helpful to a policeman to bring 
.the offender to book. 

This system was brought to my notice owing 
to an incident that happened at a school 
picnic at a seaside resort that I attended and 
at which I helped other parents in the ru~ning 
off of races and other sports for the benefit 
{)f the children. We find crimes by sex per­
v~rts recorded far too frequently. It is very 
difficult to keep ilown the activities of these 
persons. Unfortunately such crimes appear 
to be on the increase and everything that can 
be done for the prevention or the discovery 
of the offender is exercising the minds of 
those charged with this matter. These sex 
~erverts .are to b~ ~ound operating among 
little children enJoymg themselves in the 
briny. 

One of these mongrels got a'mon O'St the 
children at the picnic I speak of. Th;t even­
ing it was reported that this mongrel had 
done certain things when the children were 
in bathing. I took the parent and the child 
to the police station to lodge a complaint. 
I asked if they had any records or any 
system that might allow a check-up to be 
made and under which perhaps I might be 
able to recognise the offender. To my sur­
prise I found that they had such records as 
enabled me to identify the man, and wit1Iin 
a very short space of time he was picked up 
and brought to justice. I understand that 
this system of records was copied from 
Scotland Yard. It was introrluced into Aus­
tralia first by the New South Wales Govern­
ment and later adopted in Queensland. 
Although we cannot claim to have been the 
first to ailopt it, I certainly must give the 
police great credit and praise for the 
diligence with which they have followed it 
out and the wonderful results they have 
achieved. · 

~ come now to the police wireless station, 
which was completed during the financial 
year 1941-42, and it is with pleasure that I 
am able to state that it is the best-equipped 
police wireless station in the Commonwealth, 
~hich is saying ~omething. It proved of 
Immense value durmg the time when we had 
at least 500,000 Allied service personnel as 
well a's our own troops throughout the State. 
Through this system the United States 
Provost Corps and our police were able to 
communicate with one another. If there was 
any likel~hood of a disturbance in any part 
of the city or suburb-and this applied in 
all garrison towns thToughout Queensland­
this wireless system enabled our 15 police 
caTs and the military provost corps to pre­
vent .it, and because of its efficiency and 
effectiveness much damage was averted. But 
for this service there were times when dis­
turbances would easily have arisen, with 
resultant injury and loss of life. 

I do not desire to touch on many other 
points, but I have personal knowledge of the 
courtesy that is always extended by these 

officers. Whenever I have had occasion to 
approach any member of the Police FoTce­
the Commissioner, the Chief Inspector, or 
any of the police officers stationed in my 
electorate of Nundah-I have always received 
the utmost courtesy. ThToughout the elec­
torate of Nundah, the work of the Police 
}'orce has been effective m1d has been recog­
nised as such by all. 

For some years past-and particularly dur­
ing the war years-the Government have not 
had an opportunity to provide the accommo­
dation that is so necessary for the efficiency 
of our ''Boys in Blue.'' To get worthwhile 
service, the housing conditions of these men 
must be attended to. In this regard the 
Government have done a grand job at 
stations like those in the Valley and at Wool­
loongabba, but the submbs appear to have 
been forgotten. For many years I have 
appealed for improvements to the police 
station at Nundah. About five years ago I 
spoke of it as being a little, dingy office with 
a skillion roof, where the sergeant and two 
other police officers have to carry out their 
duties. A great deal of work has to be car­
ried out by the police in that district. The 
many inquiries that they receive result in 
a great deal of correspondence, which keeps 
those men m this confined space. A police­
man's hours of duty never end. The police 
are on duty at all times, even when they are 
on holidays. If a disturbance occurs, a 
policeman knows there is a job for him to 
do. Therefore, I think these men are entitled 
to improved housing conditions and better 
office accommodation. I again make that 
appeal to the Minister in regard to the Nun­
dah police station. Improvements to it are 
long overdue. I am not expecting the Minister 
to say that he will be able to do something 
about it this year. I know it is very difficult 
to do these jobs at present because of the 
scarcity of labour and materials, no matter 
how much the Minister may desire to do 
them, but I should like to hear fairly soon 
that serious consideration will be given to 
my request. 

I should also like to mention the area of 
land available at Nundah. I believe that a 
certain amount of money is made available 
to members of the Police Force by way of 
rent. Housing difficulties are being experi­
enced by policemen as they are by .any other 
member of the community who is looking for 
accommodation. The only chance a member 
of the Police Force has of getting some­
where to live when he is transferred to any 
locality is to get in early and try to get the 
place that his predecessor was renting. I 
know of one instance in which a man was 
transferred to the North and became finan­
cially impoverished because he had to pay 
for board and lodging at a hotel out of his 
wages, which chaTgc was greater than his 
allowance, even though he was in tlmt place 
on official duty. 

Where theTe is enough land, as there is 
at Nundah, it is a compamtively easy matter 
to construct a new police station that would 
also serve as the resfdence for the sergeant of 
police in charge as well as erecting two 
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residences for t,he police constables there. 
That would be of benefit to the department 
too because it would save it the payment of 
an allowance in lieu of rent and the buildings 
would be available for the sergeant and 
constables who were transferred to the dis­
trict. On the other hand, if the dq>artment 
was yut to the expense first of having to 
acqmre the land and then erecting the build­
ing there would not be quite so much merit 
in the suggestion. However the land is 
available now and it could b~ used for the 
purpose that I have indicated. It would mean 
a saving to the department and a great con­
venience to the police officers. 

Mr. LUCKINS (Maree) (8.37 p.m.) : I 
want to join with the Minister in paying 
tribute to the members of the Police ]~orce 
for the magnificent job that they have done, 
especially during the past five years. If an:y 
body of men ever eru·ned the gratitude and 
good will of the people it is the policf'. I 
think that only those closely associated ''"ith 
policemen in the thickly-populated districts 
can have a real understanding of what they 
did in the past five years. The policemen 
and policewomen have borne the burden of 
the day in helping to administer the social 
services of the btate. Some public re·cog­
nition is due to them, which I hope the 
Minister will bear in mind when the riuht 
time comes. " 

I am pleased that the Minister has made 
mention of the splendid subsidiary services 
rendered by the members of the force. Thev 
perform many functions not only as police·­
men keeping order or carrying out investiga­
tions for the various State departments but 
as policemen doing work for the Common­
wealth Government too. Their job is one for 
24 hours of the day. I am pleased that there 
has been an in~rease in the number of police­
men, which is due, I presume, to the influx of 
people over the past two years. HowevE:r, 
in the future more police will be required 
because I am sure that the population will 
increase. The population of Queensland is 
a bout 1,000,000, and it is controlled by about 
1,400 policemen, which speaks volumes for the 
temperament of the people and of the m.em­
bers of the force. A good type of police 
officer is a very valuable asset in any com­
munity. I have had some experience of 
policemen in my own district and I can pay 
them this tribute, that their psychological 
understanding of men and things has enabled 
them to bring pleasure to the people and 
esteem to the Police Department. I do not 
intend to detain the Committee at le·ngth, but 
I should not like. to miss this opportunity 
of paying a tribute to the members of the 
Police Force and I do so as one associated 
with a political party on this side of the 
Chamber. 

I should like to see the police have better 
conditions in connection with overtime. An 
amount of £53,215 is to be appropriated for 
payment in lien of overtime. I understand 
that policemen receive overtime when they 
work from 44 to 48 hours in any one week, 
but if they work beyond 48 hours they 
receive time off in lieu of payment. 

That is unusual in industrial awards. Any 
man who works overtime in the discharge of 
his services, as the police do, should be 
rewarded by a cash remuneration. It is only 
right that his services should be considered 
from that angle. 

I observe that this vote includes £50,215 
in lieu of quarters. 'rhat sum capitalised 
at 5 per cent. interest would mean an expen­
diture of £1,000,000. I hope that the 
Minister-and I believe he will-will see to 
it that in the near future accommodation is 
provided for junior officers, particularly 
married officers. We have the spectacle of 
officers who are unable to take re>Yards for 
services in the way of promotion to, say, 
Brisbane, because there is no accommodation 
for them. It might be advisable if the 
department went to extreme measures and 
bought suitable residences in proximity to 
the police stations which would at all times 
accommodate junior officers, particularly 
married constables. 

I observe too that the Estimates provide 
for arrears of increases amounting to £7,375. 
No appropriation was made under that head­
ing in last year's Estimates, nor do I 
remember having seen it previously. The 
Minister might inform the Committee if the 
officers of police were entitled to increases 
in the past year when the Treasury was full 
of money, why that amount was not paid 
during the financial year but was allowed 
to accumulate to this year. It may be due 
to some book-keeping methods peculiar to the 
Treasury. To have arrears standing m the 
books to the credit of policemen or police­
women is not in keeping with the old proverb 
that ''Every man is worthy of his hire.'' 

I am pleased to notice that certain men 
have been promoted from the ranks to higher 
positions. I hope that the Government will, 
if the Commissioner at any time is retiring 
from his position, at least acknowledge the 
splendid services of his inspectors and officers 
by filling the vacancy from among them 
instead of going to the extreme point of 
making, as they did previously, a political, 
appointment to the position. That caused 
more dissatisfaction in the Police Force thnn 
anything else I know of. I counsel the 
MiNister, the Acting Premier and the 
Cabinet to put into practice the principle 
of rewards for men with faithful service, 
and those rewards include appointment to 
the higher offices when vacancies occur. 

We can congratulate the police on their 
splendid work during the past year. From 
my experience and observations in many 
parts of Australia and many parts of tl.e 
world, the Queensland Police Force compares 
more than favourably with any similar force 
not only in the British Dominions but other 
parts of the world. They are a fine body and 
I am glad to know that the qualifications 
necessary to enter the force have been raised. 
That has attracted a type of man who has 
given the force a standing, and will redound 
to its credit. I wish the force well, and 
hope that everything possible will be done 
in the interests of its members, not only with 
regard to the payment of overtime when it 
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is worked, but in the provision of accommo­
dation for junior officers and improvement in 
conditions generally in order to make their 
lot a happy one, for it has been truly said 
that the policeman's lot is not a very happy 
one. 

I am pleased to know that 95 per cent. of 
the Police Force are held in very high esteem 
by the people of this State. The only people 
who have anything against the force 
are the lawbreakers, who I am pleased to say 
«re not very numerous in the State of Queens­
land. The British people the world over are 
the most law-abiding people I know of. I 
take my hat off to the people of Queensland 
for the way they have conducted themselves 
during trying times and thanks are due to 
the men and women of the Police Force for 
the tactful manner in which they carried out 
their duties_ 

Mr. PATERSON (Bowen) (8.46 p.m.): 
The debate on the Estimates for the Police 
Force is very important because this 
force plays an important part in the 
life of this State. The Police Force 
happens to be a class of public ser­
vant :tgainst whom it is very easy to launch 
a general attack. And, you will find people 
who will launch a general attack on the force 
because a small minority of them do not come 
up to the proper standard. I do not agree 
with those who launch a general attack on 
the Police Force; nor do I agree with those 
why try to cover up the errors or wrong­
doings of the minority by suggesting that all 
the police are good. I think it is incorrect 
to say all the police are good just as it is 
incorrect to say all the police are bad. 

I want to take this opportunity of dealing 
with what I believe to be one aspect of 
administration of the Police Force that should 
certainly be investigated. I am referring now 
to the part some members of the Police Force 
in North Queensland have played in the past 
in regard to sending in reports that prevented 
certain Italians from becoming naturalised 
and helped other Italians to become natu­
ralised. The tendency in some of those 
centres, particularly in Ingham and round 
about Home Hill and Ayr, was to favour 
those who favoured Fascism. If this did not 
touch this brand of politics I would not be so 
concerned about it. I am going to quote one 
particular case to the Minister; and I hope 
that later on there will be a complete investi­
gation into the reports made from North 
Queensland by officers of the Police Force 
that had some determining influence on the 
question whether men were to be naturalised 
or not. As, I understand, some of these 
reports were used later on to determine 
whether men should be interned or not, the 
question becomes even more important. 

This happened in February 1931. One of 
the first cases I ever defended as a member 
of the legal profession was a case in which 
two Italians named Frank Carmagnola and 
Mario Tardiani were charged with assaulting 
the Italian consul at Ingham and stealing his 
badge. It happened that the consul was the 
Fascist consul and it happened that the badge 
was the Fascists' badge. I defended them in 

Townsville and they were acquitted. I am 
not concerned with the fact that they were 
acquitted but I am concerned with the fact 
that the consul went into the witness box 
and swore on oath that these men assaulted him 
and took his Fascists' badge away because 
they were bitterly opposed to Fascism. 
According to the words of the consul himself 
these men were open and avowed anti-Fascists. 
Strange to say, Tardiani was one of the first 
men interned when Italians were interned. 
Yet there were hundreds of pro-Fascist 
Italians who were not interned. I hope that it 
will be possible to have an investigation into 
the report that led to the internment of 
Tardiani and an investigation into the name 
of the person who was responsible. 

I am going to be perfectly fair and say 
that in this case it may not have been a 
member of the Police Force who reported; 
but I suggest that only an investigation will 
ever clear up the suspicion that has been 
attached to that case. It is not an isolated 
case. There is the case of another Italian, 
Mario, a well-known bootmaker at Ingham 
whose other name I have forgotten. He was 
interned at the time when many pro-Fascists 
were not interned. This man had to leave 
Italy. He had to clear away from Italy 
because of the fact that he was such a bitter 
anti-Fascist that his life was not safe if he 
stopped there. 

People in North Queensland asked them­
selves why was it that prominent Fascis~s 
were not being interned and well-known anti· 
Fascists were being interned; why was it 
that prominent Fascists found it easy to get 
naturalisation and prominent anti-Fascists 
found it difficult to get naturalisation. I sug­
gest that only an investigation will clear the 
matter up. It affects only a minority of the 
police, but it would be a pity to think that the 
great majority of the Police Force are accused 
of the wrongdoings of a small minority and it 
is because I feel strongly on that point that 
I urge on the Minister that he himself have 
an investigation made and, if. he . cannot, 
because it is a matter that pnmanly con­
cerns the Commonwealth Government, that 
he will use his influence to urge that Govern­
ment to have an investigation. I do not 
know whether these reports go through State 
channels or direct to the Commonwealth 
Government, but, however it may be, I urge 
the Minister to have this matter investigated. 

It created a considerable amount of feel­
ing in North Queensland . at the ti:r;:te. In 
fact the feeling that promment Fascists were 
being let free while prominent anti-Fascists 
were being interned was so great that the 
demand grew, as there was only one way to 
get the Fascists interJled, to intern the lot. 
That demand was very strong in North 
Queensland when North Queensland was in 
danger. Many people felt that unless :ve 
interned the lot we should find the maJonty 
of Fascists outside and the majority of anti­
Fascists inside internment camps. I have 
mentioned the case of Tardiani and the 
Minister can check up from the court records. 
I did so today on this very case and he will 
find the report of the case either at the 
Supreme Court or wherever the records of 
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criminal cases are kept. The case was tried 
in February 1931. The Fascist Consul was 
Malano and his secretary was Chieffi. Chiefii 
subsequently became Fascist Consul in Towns­
vme. Chieffi and Malano both gave evidence 
against Tardiani and a photo of Chieffi will 
be found in the front row with Dr. Cilento 
in the photograph tabled today by the hon. 
member for Mundingburra as being a photo 
of the members of the Grand Judicial Council 
of Fascism in this State. 

This is a very serious matter and if it can 
be found that any member of the Police 
Force favoured Fascists he has no right to 
remain in the force one moment longer and 
in the interests of sound and clean adminis­
tration of this force I again urge that this 
matter be thoroughly investigated so that the 
people in North Queensland can be assured that 
if any person responsible for it is at present 
in the force he will no longer have anything 
to do with the maintaining of law and order 
in this State on behalf of the Government. 

Mr. SPARKES (Aubigny) (8.54 p.m.): 
Many hon. members have risen in this 
Chamber to congratulate the policeman on 
the performance of his duty, but I have yet 
to hear one member stress or even suggest 
that some of the work policemen are doing 
should be taken from them. I do not know 
whether it is so in the city, but in the country 
a policeman has to earry out many duties 
that should never be allotted to a policeman. 
We find in country centres that a policeman 
<Jan scarcely attend to his own duties at all. 
Half his time he is running about to see 
how many eggs Mrs. J ones's hens lay or get­
ting some stupid statistics required by Colin 
Clark or somebody else. Does not the Minister 
think that the duties of the police are heavy 
enough without all these little outside matters 
that are being put on him W 

lUr. Gair: Do they have to look at the 
brand on the pod dies~ 

Mr. SP ARKES: The hon. gentleman 
makes a stupid and silly interjection. 

llir. Smith: A poddy has not a brand on? 

Mr. SP ARKES: It depends on whether 
the poddy has a brand on or not. The hon. 
member who interjected might be inclined to 
brand a few po·ddies on the quiet. I do 
hope that the Minister will give consideration 
to this question of the duties the police are 
asked to do in the country. Hon. members 
opposite have always advocated the principle 
of one man, one job. The policeman has 101 
jobs. 

lUr. Graham: He is still a policeman. 

lUr. SP ARKES: But why should he have 
all these odd jobs to do W He has enough to 
do in his police duties without having to 
collect all the little returns that have tO' be 
:filed. In most cases, when the policeman 
goes to a farm for a return he probably finds 
the farmer sitting on the tractor and when 
he asks how many hens the farmer has the 
farmer will probably say he has 20 or 30 or 
he does not care what he says, so long as 
he gets rid of the policeman, with the result 
that the policeman's time is wasted. 

In many country districts cattle-stealing 
is still rife. I realise that probably the 
Minister has not as many members in the 
force as he would like, but to my mind it. 
is wrong to send city men into the country 
while country bred men are brought to Bris­
bane. I suppose the Minister will say that 
we must give them a practical knowledge of 
both spheres of life, but in a big cattle dis­
trict like 'raroom it must be admitted that 
we need a bushman, a boy who has been 
trained in the bush. When a policeman gets 
to Taroom he does not want to have to be 
sitting in Taroom half his time attending 
to all the little jobs that he is asked to do. 

Mr. }'oley: The Taroom citizens do not 
steal paddies. 

1\Ir. SP ARKES: That is exactly why I 
say we do not want the policeman sitting 
in TarO'om. We want him to get out to 
Hornetbank or Glenhaughton and have a look 
round. ·when the present Acting Premier 
held this portfolio, he asked why I should 
have a policeman boundary-riding my country. 
When I walk out o'f this building I fin1l the 
police walking up and down the street. Why 
are they doing that~ Actually they are 
boundary-riding the city people's property. 
Why is it that the country people always 
have to take second place to the city 
dweller~ If it is right for the policeman 
to walk up and down the streets of our 
cities and suburbs looking after our houses, 
it is equally right to suggest that a policeman 
should patrol round about Glenhaughton or 
down below Springsure. 

1\Ir. Devries: They do it. 

Mr. SP ARKES: No-one in this Chamber 
knows better than the hon. member that the 
police have too much to do in little towns 
like Blackall to be going out into the coun­
try. HO'w often do we meet a policeman in 
the bush patrolling at 5 or 6 o'clock in t11_e 
morning or who has been camped out all 
night~ Not at all. 

The present Acting Premier has argued 
on a previous occasion that the mere fact 
of a policeman's going out wou.ld not stop 
the thieving of cattle. The policeman may 
not ea tch the thief, but I suggest that the 
fact that he may be here today and there 
tolflorrow makes the cattle-duffer feel that he 
might run into a polic~man !<~ ~ny time and 
tends to discourage hrs achvrhes. 

Mr. Devries: You cannot fool a "John." 

Mr. SPARKES: You cannot fool a 
''John '' but I feel sure there would be no 
difficulty in fooling George in this case. 

Mr. Collins: Do you not think the police­
men know where the stolen cattle are~ 

Mr. SPARKES: I did not quite catch 
the hon. member's interjection, but if the 
police knew where the stolen cattle were I 
presume they would go and get them. The 
hon. member must know that if the police 
are out on patrol they are much more likely 
to find out if anything like that is going 
on than if they are stuck in the town. 
Individual policemen cannot say anything 
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publicly about these things themselves, but 
go to any little town you like and I will 
. guarantee that if you say to the policeman, 
"I have not seen you about much," he will 
.say, "I am too damn busy here. I can't 
get out of the town.'' I do not care what 
the hon. member for Gregory says, I say 
that today you do not see the police patrolling 
as you did 20 years ago. I defy the Minister 
to name one district where the police are 
patrolling to any great extent. 

Mr. Foley: They are patrolling in all 
districts. 

Mr. SP ARKES: Then they must be in 
your own damn .electorate. They are not in 
mine. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

]}fr. Foley: There is less duffing now 
than there was in previous years. 

Mr. SPARKES: Don't be ridiculous! In 
every paper you pick up you read about the 
duffing of cattle. The Minister must know 
that there is not as much patrolling by police 
today as there was in years gone by. The 
Acting Premier, who is now present, knows 
that when he was the Minister in charge--

Mr. Hanlon: Did you ever find those 
seven heifers~ (Government laughter.) 

Mr. SPARKES: The hon. gentleman 
thinks that is a great laugh. What happened 
to those heifers W A stock inspector who is 
still in the employ of the department was 
responsible for returning some of those cattle. 

lUr. Hanlon: How is it that you never 
:reported it~ 

Mr. SPARKES: How is it we did report 
it? The hon. gentleman is going back quite 
.a little while. He can go right into that 
matter. Many cattle are stolen but the matter 
is not reported because people feel, ''What 
the hell is the good of doing it~'' Take the 
case of Jandowae, which is in my own elec­
torate. It is one of the biggest cattle centres 
on the Downs. The Minister was there only 
the other day. We find that only one man is 
stationed there and he can never get out of 
the town. 

Mr. Hayes: Have you any boundary­
riders~ 

Mr. SPARKES: The hon. member is 
echoing an interjection that the Acting 
Premier made years ago. That is the sort 
of thing we get from the other side. That 
shows the amount of brains in that hon. 
member's head. He would get quite upset 
if he found that no policeman was on the 
beat in his own suburb. I am not taking any 
objection to a policeman's being on the beat 
in the city, but this is another instance in 
which the country is absolutely neglected in 
comparison with the city. If it is worth 
while sending a policeman out on patrol in 
the suburbs, it is just as essential that a 
policeman should go on patrol out in the coun­
try where cattle-stealing is taking place. 

Ask the hon. member for Dalby if any 
cattle-stealing is going on in the Chinchilla 
district and how much patrolling there is . 
No patrolling is going on at all. So I ask 
the Minister in charge of this portfolio, as 
an hon. member representing a country 
electorate where there is a large number of 
cattle, to see that there is some patrolling 
in the different districts. 

Jtfr. Hanlon: If your neighbour pinches 
your cattle, do you not pinch them back from 
him~ 

Mr. SPARKES: The hon. gentleman 
regards this as a joke. If he had a property 
he would be one of the first to sing out if 
a policeman was not going round. If you 
look round the suburbs of Brisbane there is 
almost a policeman every 100 ya·rds. 

Mr. Hanlon: There are fewer policemen 
in the suburbs of Brisbane in proportion to 
the population than there are in your 
district. 

Mr. SP ARKES: That is always the cry­
population, population. At one time an hon. 
member said that we represented a lot of 
gum trees, and in the next breath he said 
that we should put people on the la'nd. Yes, 
put them on the land and tell them to go to 
blazes when you get them there. That is the 
attitude of hon. members opposite. They 
have no time for the people on the land, 
they give them no concessions and no looking 
after. Everything is done for the cities. 

Mr. Hanlon: I have no railway in my 
electorate, whereas you have. 

}fr. SPARKES: The hon. gentleman is 
fortunate in not having a railway in his 
electorate. No doubt he has buses and trams 
that do run somewhere on time. A railway 
in an electorate is considered a hindrance. 
That does not come under this vote; we are 
talking about the police. 

'l'he former Secretary for Health and 
Home Affairs had only short vision in 
administration, he saw only the city, but the 
present occupant of the office represents a 
country electorate, and he should have a 
great deal more vision_ At least one would 
expect him to say, ''It is only right that the 
police should go out occasionally.'' I ea rr 
honestly say that in my district I have not 
seen that policeman out once. vVe have one 
of the finest constables you could wish to 
meet in our district, a splendid man in every 
way, but he does not get time to go out. I 
admit that if I make a special complaint to 
him he will take a: ride out, but why should 
we have to do thaU The police should be 
patrolling the country from time to time. 
The patrolling should not be done just occa­
sionally, but we should be able to meet a 
policeman here and there in the bush. But 
we shall not do that until the Minister 
decides that the country is to be patrolled 
by men with a thorough knowledge of the. 
bush. Until he does that cattle-thieving will 
go on. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Norman by-Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs) (9.9 p.m.): I 
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am surprised that the hon. member for 
Aubigny has not taken into consideration 
the difficulties under which we are labouring 
at the present time. It is true that in some 
districts where it is difficult to get labour 
and where the programme of branding and 
ear-marking has got behind we receive odd 
complaints. That may be so in his district, 
but I object to his suggestion that we should 
send the police round to muster his cattle. 

Mr. Sparkes: Who suggested that? 

Mr. FOLEY: Just because the hon. 
member has a few unbranded stock he is 
afraid that his neighbour may get a decent 
bull or a decent heifer and therefore wants 
to put our police on the job of going rounrl 
and mustering up his cattle. I am surprised 
at the hon. member. 

Mr. Sparkes: I am surprised at your 
talking like that. (Laughter.) 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. F'OLEY: To be serious, I can assure 
the hon. member that in most districts, 
particularly cattle districts, the police do 
patrol work. I have in mind the Rolleston 
district, outside Springsure. The officer 
there does patrol work. As a member of 
the district I can give the Committee the 
assurance that I have received no complaints 
about any deficiencies in cattle or undue 
cattle-duffing. 

Mr. Sparkes: What about Glenhaughton, 
which is in your area~ 

Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member refers 
to one particular holding. It is true that 
through lack of labour there are a lot of 
unbranded stock in the district. Take the 
big area of Duaringa. The position arose 
there when one officer found it impossible 
with his extraneous duties caused by the war 
to patrol the uistrict, and we supplied him 
with another man particularly to control the 
cattle areas. We did the same at Springsurc. 
We also have a patrol man centred at Emerald. 
The same a pp lies to the Injune district and 
I take it the same thing goes on in the 
Taroom district. The fact that the hon. 
member does not see the policeman out on 
his rounds shows that the officer knows his 
job. The really scientific officer does his 
patrol work in such a way as not to be seen. 
He does his job in a thorough manner when 
he does it without enabling people to follow 
his tracks and see that he is on the job. 
A scientific man first gets his clues, goes to 
the district in question at night and at 
daybreak follows up the tracks and patrols 
the area which very often is away from the 
beaten track. During the war period quite 
a large number of officers had to be sent 
into areas adjacent to the coast where there 
was danger and where extra police were 
required. That danger has ceased and I ca_n 
assure the Committee that the department 1s 
gradually reorganising the whole position. 
The hon. member may be able to point out 
a shortage of police in a district but in time 
this will be remedied. 

Mr. Sparkes: I will tell you one where 
the man says he has not the time. 

Mr. FOLEY: There may be the tendency 
for an officer in charge to put off a com­
plaining individual. At the same time the 
department has received few complaints 
about cattle-duffing or cattle-stealing. 

During the war period, with the Common· 
·wealth regulations and the need for the ration­
ing of petrol, tyres, and various other things,. 
it would be an utter impossibility for the 
Commonwealth or the State authorities to put 
men on throughout the State for every little 
job that was required, consequently many 
millions of pounds have been saved to the 
Commonwealth and the States by using the 
existing authority, whether it is the police, 
the C.P.S., or any other State service. 'rhat 
work was done willingly by those officers and 
has resulted in considerable saving. If we 
were to put a man on ;here and there to do 
every little job the hon. member would be 
complaining because of the increase in 
expenuiture. As I said, the hon. member 
need have no fears for the future. Men 
of the bushman type who have been concen­
trated on the coast will be gradually drafted 
to centres where better use can be made of 
their qualifications in that direction. 

The hon. member for Bowen raised the 
question of what he alleges were the unfair 
methods adopted with regard to giving 
pr·eference to Fascists, as he termed them, 
in naturalisation matters, as against the non­
Fascist Italian. He also referred to the 
internment of Italians and said that mostly 
the non-Fascist was the person who was picked 
up and interned during the war period. I 
can assure him that is not the fault of the 
police. As the hon. member knows, there is 
a service known as the C.S.S.-Common­
wealth Security Service. In most cases the 
arrest and internment of Italians was a result 
of warrants isued by that service, and all 
our police had to do was to carry out the 
work. I think that is a matter to place 
before Mr. Menzies, who was in control of 
the Commonwealth at that time. There would 
be no harm in the hon. member's referring 
his complaint to him. It is not much use 
our trying to do it at this end. If it had 
been a matter of the State Government's 
instructing the State police to carry out this 
work there would be a justification for a 
State investigation of any allegation made 
in this Chamber but it is not; it is the work 
of the Common~ealth Security Service which 
issued the warrants for the arrest of certain 
Italians. Our police merely carried out that 
work for the Commonwealth. Consequently 
the representation should be made to the 
Federal Government for an investigation if, 
as the hon. member alleges, any unfair action 
has been taken against any of our citizens, 
Italians or otherwise. 

Mr. Pie: He said they were interned on 
the police r·eports. 

Mr. Aikens: So they were. 

Mr. FOLEY: I am trying to correct that. 
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The hon. member for Maree asked for 
.some information in regard to a question of 
arrears of increases amounting to £7,375. I 
:find that is due to the fact that the award 
;providing for an increase in salaries was 
gazetted on 25 .June, and as a result the 
whole of the in-creases could not be paid 
before the end of the financial year, and 
some of it has been carried over to this 
:financial year. 

There is a big programme of work ahead 
of the department in catching up on arrears 
of repairs to police buildings as well as in 
improving by new buildings the standard of 
the Police Force throughout the State. We 
have a programme already submitted to the 
Co-ordinator-General of Public Works. He 
-discusses it with the Commonwealth Co-ordi­
nator-General before our Loan Council 
meetings and puts this work in the order of 
priority and urgency based on the nports he 
-receives from the departments. Naturally, 
in due course we shall catch up with the 
work required in the State. 

I agree that there is a definite need of 
homes for the police. This financial year we 
are paying away £50,000 in allowances in lieu 
{)f quarters, and it is possible that when the 
·Circumstances permit and we catch up with 
some of the arrears of housing for our citizens 
in the community w.e shall put into effect a 
home-building policy for our police. We 
sl1ould thus make a really good investment 
and eYentually show a profit. The £50,000 
now being paid in lieu of quarters would pay 
interest and redemption on an investment of 
approximately £1,000,000 in homes, and at 
the end of a period of years the State would 
have a definite asset to show for its annual 
commitments instead of no asset as under 
present conditions. I can assure hon. members 
that the matters raised will have the attention 
of myself and the department, and in due 
course we shall be able to rectify many of 
them. 

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (9.22 p.m.) : 
Like the hon. member for Bowen I do not 
intend to make a fool of myself by standing 
in this Chamber and saying that all police 
are good. Neither do I intend to say that 
all police are bad. I believe that at the 
present time the great majority of the Queens­
land Police Force will compare favourably 
for courtesy and efficiency with the members 
{)f the Police Force in any part of the world. 
But there is a certain section of the force 
that need to be rooted out. The high general 
standard of efficiency and honesty in the force 
today is the result of the manifestation of 
decency among the great numbers of the 
force itself. No high-ranking officer of the 
Police Force today can claim credit for the 
transformation from the dark days of the 
20's to the conditions operating today. To 
give the Committee some idea of how the 
force has progressed, I would remind members 
that I was in Townsville in 1919 during the 
meat workers' strike, when a trainload of 
special police arrived from Brisbane in Towns­
ville allegedly to maintain order during the 
strike. There may have been one or two 
good fellows among them, but I doubt it. In 

the main a lower and more scurrilous group 
of men could not have been got together any­
where. I was then only a young man down in 
Townsville with a western football team, and 
at night when we stood on the edge of the 
footpath a drunken man, or a professedly 
drunken man, would come along, stagger up 
to us, and spit in our faces. Naturally, on 
one occasion one of our mates, although we 
had been warned not to fall for this dirty 
trick, hauled off and hit the supposed drunk. 
Immediately he did so, two of these special 
policemen who )lad been hiding in the doorway 
close by rushed up and arrested the two. They 
immediately released the drunk. He was a 
special policeman put on to do the dirty trick, 
and all the way to the cell these policemen 
kicked our lad to pieces. That sort of thing 
went on night and day while these policemen 
were there. 

In 1931 I was again in Townsville and 
again involved in a strike, the 1931 railway 
strike, but this time I was a striker myself. 
Again a trainload of special policemen was 
sent from Brisbane to Townsville to maintain 
order, under Inspector Battersby. It was 
remarkable to contrast the conduct of this 
trainload of policemen and the trainload in 
1919. In 1931 only one policeman tried a 
bit of rough stuff, and, unfortunately for him, 
he tried it on me. I immediately tackled 
him. Battersby came along and in front of 
200 or 300 men blew the socks off the police­
man, and told him to keep his hands off the 
men, and to do absolutely nothing to insult 
them. We know that in 1920 and right up 
to 1930 the police force in North Queensland 
was in the main, not all of them, worse than 
the police force of Chicago. vVe know of 
course of the gambling dens in the North that 
were run by policemen. 

We know of course of the high-ranking 
policeman who used to mount his bicycle 
every Monday in Townsville, ride round the 
S.P. joints, ride round the gambling joints, 
even ride out to the brothels in Herod street 
behind the Causeway Hotel and collect his 
weekly graft. We know of the bombings of 
gambling joints in Townsville because of 
the row over the split-up of the graft the 
gambling joints were paying. We know of 
the bashings to which people had to submit 
in TownsYille from the Police Force in those 
days. We know of the terrible conditions 
in Innisfail where policemen ran their own 
gambling joints. We know of men who were 
opium-runners for high-ranking policemen. 
We know of the case-and I only wish the 
man was out of gaol so that I could tell the 
full story but I know if I told the full story 
o·f a certain murder charge at Townsville 
some of the police would go out to Boggo 
Road and kick this po·or old chap's ribs in, 
so I shall have to wait until he gets out of 
Boggo Road to tell the story. 

Gradually, but nevertheless steadily, the 
decent element in the Police Force became 
paramount. Gradually and steadily they have 
been putting the screw on the irresponsible, 
on the corrupt, and on the crooked element. 
There was a time not so very long ago when 
a woman could not be arrested without being 
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raped in the police cells. It is not so long 
ago since an aboriginal gin was raped in the 
police cells at Townsville and because she 
was raped in the darkness the gin could not 
determine who her assailant was. The fol­
lowing morning all the decent police­
men together with the rape·r had to 
line up while this aboriginal gin felt 
them and smelt t,hem, and by her feel and 
by her smell she selected the culprit. 
Unfortunately he got out of the charge 
because that was not considered sufficient 
proof of her assailant. Most of these things, 
fortunately, have passed. As I say, today 
tltte Police Force in the main will compare 
favourably with any Police Fo~rce in the 
world, and the decent members in the rank 
and iile of the Police Force alone in my 
opinion are responsible for that transforma­
tion and for that betterment. 

In Townsville during the war years we 
felt the impact of war very severely so far 
as the Police Force was concerned. There 
was that particularly fine officer, Inspector 
Carseldine, with Sub-Inspector Gannon, who 
with a handful of men had to deal with all the 
traffic problems arising out of 100,000 Allied 
and Australian troops pouring into Towns­
ville. Traffic became chaotic, in fact so 
chaotic that I found it necessary to have 
a conference convened by the Co1onel then 
in charge of the American Army, Colonel 
Considine. At that conference all high-rank­
ing officers of the Allied services and of the 
AustTalian services in Townsville were pre­
sent, and we laid down a basis of traffic 
contro1 in Townsville, but because the Com­
missioner of Police felt that his ego was 
being impaired by even agreeing to a more or 
less co-ordinated system of traffic control 
he prevented the Townsville po1ice from join­
ing in this co-ordinated traffic control. I 
Eent a telegram to the then Secretary for 
Health and Home Affairs and said that if 
something was not done I would employ and 
pay municipal traffic police. I was then 
Deputy Mayo'r of Townsville. Th~ Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs acted promptly. 
He sent Inspector Smith by plane to Towns­
ville. Inspector Smith came into the Town 
Hall in Townsville and I had Colonel Consi­
dine and Colonel Brown of the American 
Army Colonel North of the Australian Army, 
and the provost marshals of both armies 
there, and as a result of that we were able 
to introduce co-ordinated traffic control in 
Townsville, with the result that the lives 
and limbs of many of our citizens were saved. 
Todav there is still what is known as a ghost 
car driving up and down the streets of 
Townsville. It is a big white car with a 
loud speaker attached in which !here r~~es r 
civilian policeman, an Australian m1htary 
policeman, and an American military police­
man. 

The po1ice there under Inspector Carseldine 
and the traffic police under Gannon did a 
magnificent job with a handful of :rr:en. 
Military traffic police were employed on pomts 
duty in the Townsville streets in order to 
Telieve the civilian police man-power shortage. 
Yet when I came down to this House in 
August 1944 there were military police still on 

points duty at Townsville because we were 
told there was a shortage of police in Queens­
land in general and that no Queensland 
civilian police could be spared to go· to 
Townsville in order to protect the lives of our 
citizens. 

While there were military poliee on point 
duty in Townsville, I came down to Brisbane 
in August 1944 and saw civilian police, many 
of them with flushed faces, marshalling beer 
queues, picture queues and chocolate queues, 
and a red-faced young constable in George 
street was ma.rshalling a corset queue. At the 
very time that military police were on point 
duty in Townsville, we had civilian police in 
Brisbane marshalling corset queues, picture 
queues, chocolate queues, and beer queues. 

Mr. Hanlon: That was the time when 
you were saying in Townsville that the people 
of Brisbane had everything they 1·equired. 

Mr. AIKENS: That is so. That was the 
very time when the people of Townsville 
were living on the scraps thrown to them from 
the tables of Brisbane. The hon. gentleman 
is right, and I am glad to have his public 
confirmation of that fact. 

The hon. member for Bowen has made a 
statement in connection with the internment 
of aliens. The hon. member for Bowen rightly 
enjoys in this community a reputation for 
careful statements. He has been compli­
mented-and deservedly so-by members of 
the Government for his careful consideration 
of his every statement before he makes it, 
and I know from my own experience of him 
in local-authority and political affairs, and 
as a member of this Assembly, that the hon. 
member for Bowen never makes a definite 
statement until he is absolutely certain that 
both of his feet are on solid ground. 

In 1942, when the Townsville City Council 
sent me over the head of the State Govern­
ment to Canberra in order to get a fair deal 
for the people of Townsville and the North 
one of the resolutions that I took to Canberra 
was that we demanded from the Federal 
Government a public inquiry into the admini­
stration of the Aliens Internment Act as it 
operated in Northern Queensland. At that time 
the hon. member for Bowen, who was thLn an 
alderman of the Townsville City Council, made 
a statement at a meeting of that council that 
was reported in the Townsville papers an~ 
headlined in the Southern~ papers. A half­
page headline appeared in the Sydney ''Sun'' 
reporting the fact .that Alder~an. Pa~erso~, 
barrister-at-law, sa1d, "If this mqmr_y IS 
granted I will guarantee that many promme~t 
police officers in Northern Queensland w1ll 
finish behind prison bars." The hon. member 
for Bowen made that public statement, which 
was publicly published in all newspapers, yet 
neither the Commissioner of Police nor the 
then Secretary for Health a'nd Home Aff.airs 
took any action to deal with such a senous 
considered statement as that. We know that 
many of those anti-Fascists who were interned 
and many of those Fascists who werP allowed 
to go free were respectively interned or 
allowed to go free on the basis of the police 
report that was tabled about them. 
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I have a great respect for the rank and 
file of the police, and in this country we 
have built up, and are steadily improving, a 
basis of confidence between the people and 
the police. The police in Queensland and the 
police in some of the other States are not 
armed because the people in the main trust 
the police in the main. In other countries, 
the police work on a basis of fear-they try 
to make the public fear them-with the result 
that the public will not co-operate with them 
in the suppression of crime. However, in 
this country we have built up-and I hope we 
shall continue to build up-a basis of trus(t 
between the people and the police. 

How can the people have confidence and 
faith in the police, however, when certain 
things are going on~ When I came to 
Brisbane last August I found operating, 
almost in the shadow of Parliament House 
itself-just round the corner in Charlotte 
street-one of the biggest gambling dens in 
the State, run by unsavoury Greeks. In Ann 
street another big gambling den was flourish­
ing. In Wickham street another one was 
flourishing. In F!inders street in 'l'owns­
ville .a big gambling den was being run by 
a Chinaman. An officer of the Police Force 
in Townsville came to me and said, ''Can't 
you get us the. O.K. to stop it~'' I said, 
''That is your job. I have no intention of 
interfering.'' While C. C. C. workers were 
being grabbed by the police and fined for 
having a game of hazards on the kitchen 
table, and while soldiers back from New 
Guinea and the Middle East were being fined 
for playing the Australian game of Two Up, 
almost within the shadow of Parliament 
House itself-just round the corner in Char­
lotte street-flourished one of the biggest 
gambling dens in the city, and run, not by 
Australians, but by Greeks. 

How then can you expect me to believe 
that there is no corruption in high places 
in the Police Force~ Was this place closed 
down~ Was it ever raided '11 Were the 
runners ever prosecuted~ No. 'l'he police lat.er 
went to these Greeks and said, '' 'rhings are 
getting too hot, old fellow; you had better 
elose up'' and they closed up. Why did 
they not do that before~ This place was con­
ducted in Charlotte street and it operated 
as a sly-grog joint as well. 

As the Police Force plays a very important 
part in the social set-up of any country every 
facility should be given to it to carry out 
its work efficiently and expeditiously. 1 know 
that perhaps equipment has been held up on 
account of the war, but when we read of 
what has been done in other countries in 
the way of radio outfits, ballistic depart­
ments, finger-print departments and co-ordina­
tion-of-crime departments attached to the 
police we begin to realise that in Queensland 
we lag somewhat behind. I know that we 
have a finger-print department, a ballistic 
department and certain radio equipment but 
much more can be done and should be done. 
During the war it was almost impossible to 
deal with the black-marketeers. They are 
still amongst us and their pockets are still 
filled with ill-gotten gains. They will try 
to rerpetuate the post-war conditions so 

favourable to them during the days of peace, 
but if the police are to cope with this new 
type of criminal they must be quipped with 
the modern devices to enable them to do so. 
While I am an hon. member of this Assembiy 
I will never vote against any increase in 
this vote so long as it is to provide for extra 
men, fully qualified men, and for equipment, 
no matter how costly or delicate it may be. 

Mr. Hanlon: If the police are corrupt 
then you should not vote one penny for them 
umil they are cleaned up. 

Mr. AIKENS: In reply all I have to say 
is that I am a worldly man. I walked past 
that gambling den in Charlotte street every 
Ciay coming to Parliament. I knew that it 
was flourishing. Every 10-year-old kid in 
Brisbane knew that it was flourishing-you 
could see them going in and coming out. I 
am a sporting man but I have never been 
a gambler. Sporting friends of mine have 
said that if I liked a flutter they could get 
me in there. I have never set foot in the 
place. The Acting Prer.ier knew that it 
\vas flourishing. How could it flourish unless. 
some high-ranking police officer allowed it to 
flourish W He did not do it because he was 
suffering from some form of administrative 
trachoma but because the lids of his eyes 
were being pressed down by a fairly heavy 
bank note. I am complaining about the 
administration of the Police Force. Does the 
Acting Premier suggest that because there 
is one rotten apple in the barrel I should 
take the full barrel and dump it on the· 
Fortitude Valley dump which has been 
getting a great deal of publicity lately~ Let 
the man responsible for the administration 
of the Police Department sort out the apples 
and pick out the rotten ones. 

I want to see the police given an oppor­
tunity to do the service expected of them as: 
policemen when they join the force. Many 
of them are my personal friends and I .am 
proud to call them my friends because they 
have been responsible for acts of personal 
bravery in Townsville during the war that 
could never be excelled. 

I remember on one occasion an American 
policeman became a little bit officious and 
exceeded his duty-there were isolated 
instances of American police overstepping the 
mark. In this case an American policeman tried 
to prevent a civilian policeman driving his 
wife and kiddy home from the pictures from 
crossing the Causeway. The civilian policeman 
said in a very decent manner "Old chap, 
I am a policeman; I live just across the 
Causeway and I am driving my wife and child 
home. If you do not let me go across here 
I shall have to go right round via Lowth 's 
Bridge or Victoria Bridge, but I do not think 
you have any right to prevent me from cross­
ing the Causeway.'' The American police­
man pulled out his big 45 automatic revolver 
and pushed it into the civilian policeman's 
stomach. The civilian policeman was in plain 
clothes. The civilian policeman acted very 
promptly, caught the American policeman by 
the crutch, up-ended him, knocked his revolver 
out of his hand and told him never to point 
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a gun at him again. It takes courage to do 
that. The Minister can produce the official 
tile on that incident for the Committee if he 
likes. 

We have many civilian police of integrity 
.and courage. When they join the police force 
they ~h?uld be allowed to perform the duty 
they JOm to perform. Today we :find police­
men on joining the force assigned to clerical 
-duties. That clerical work should be done by 
people who are engaged as clerks or typists. 
A :policem~n who joins the force to perform 
police duties should not be engaged in any 
form of clerical work. It has been said that 
many reports typed by police are confidential. 
So are governmental, city council and many 
Qf my letters highly confidential, yet I, and 
+.he Minister too, trusts his confidential letters 
to ilis male or female secretary. Why should 
not these confidential clerks be appointed to 
the Police Department to release scores of 
police now engaged on clerical work~ 

The hon. member for Nundah worked the 
parish pump for a police station at Nundah 
·or in the Nundah district. If he wants to 
see what a dilapidated police station looks 
like let him go to Ayr. When I :first saw it 
it was right alongside a nice brick court­
house ani! in a streL t near a garaQ'r. I 
thought it was the back building of the 
garage. It was a little wood and iron shanty. 
I realised that nothing could be done to 
recondition it during the war. If the Minister 
has any plans for a building programme in 
connection with new police buildings I com­
mend to him the rebuilding of the police 
station at Ayr. 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Norman by-Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs) (9.44 p.m.): 
'The remarks made by the hon. member for 
Mundingburra were remarkable. I can assure 
the Committee that I tried to follow him as 
closely as I could. He appeared to put the 
boot into the police, as it were, in one breath 
and then was kissing them on the cheek on 
the other. The only conclusion I can come 
to after hearing him is that every policeman 
in the State today is under a cloud. 

Mr. Aikens: Don't make any mistake 
-about it. I know the ones who are under the 
don d. 

Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member went 
away back into the past, recounting all the 
sins of omission of the people in the North 
away back in the early days of the State. 
'That has all gone. 

He was really intending to convcv to the 
Committee that everything has been ·an right 
since that date. Then he goes on to recite 
another list of sins of the community that 
were not being attended to. He referred to 
the corruption of the police in high places 
because a few gambling dens were operating. 
I want to know who are the upright officers 
-of the Police Force. I feel they are all under 
a cloud. That is the only conclusion one can 
.come to. I have not been able to discern 
from anything he said just what section is 
not playing the game by the State today. 
Every one of them, according to him, if one 

f?llowed him. closely, is being ~orrupted by 
different. sections of the commumty, gambling 
dens,. opm_m dens, and o~her forms of corrupt 
practices m the commumty. I should like to 
point out to him that except for a spasmodic 
game-and they will spring up anywhere-­
there is not one game operating in Queensland 
today, including the one he referred to in 
Townsville; there is not one game operating 
in Queensland other than the spasmodic game 
that may crop up here and there throughout 
the State. I get reports regularly on attempts 
that are being made in and round Brisbane 
and other parts of the State to carry on 
illicit gambling. We have absolutely stamped 
that out in this State today. The only way 
in which we could do that was to transfer 
extra police to suppress that vice. During 
the war period our police were carrying out 
a tremendous job in other quarters. 

Black-marketing and goodness knows how 
many vices cropped up during the war, and 
the only way we could combat them in Bris­
bane and other parts of the State, particu­
larly Brisbane, was to put special policemen 
on for the job. 

Mr. Aikens interjected. 

Mr. FOLEY: We know very well it is 
easy enough for the hon. member to get up 
in this Chamber and on the soap box and 
say what the police should do, but I can 
assure hon. members that the difficulty in 
the past has been for t11e police to get 
evidence on which to prosecute. The problem 
in dealing wit.h gambling joints is the getting 
of the evidence. First of all they had to 
get inside the premises, and after doing so 
they had to have someone inside to supply 
the evidence of gambling. That is the diffi­
culty the police encountered over a number 
of years. In the case of Chinamen it can be 
done. Success has been achieved over and 
over again because of the picking up of 
informers among the Chinamen who were 
willing to go in and get the evidence and 
then claim their moiety of the fine after a 
successful prosecution. But that cannot he 
done with some of the other joints, such as 
one registered as a club. Every member is 
known, and before any man can enter that 
joint he has to be sworn to by a particular 
club member. It is an utter impossibility 
to get any agent inside to get the evidence. 
I have come to the conclusion that apart 
from the methods we are adopting lately, in 
fact the only effective method that can be 
adopted is to give the right of issuing a 
warrm1t at any time to one of our police 
inspectors to enter at any time any place in 
which it is believed gambling is being 
conducted. 

One can visualise what a great power that 
would be, and how it could be abused by 
the police. I doubt if the community would 
tolerate the giving of such a power to the 
police. But to stamp the evil out absolutely 
and to prevent spasmodic games, greater 
power than they have today must be given 
to the police but then of course there is 
always the danger that in some place some­
where, at some time, some member of the 
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police force may abuse the powers that have 
been given to him and so bring injustice to 
some member of the community. 

I do not know whether it is worth while 
taking notice of the remarks that have been 
made by the hon. member for Mundingburra, 
but I can assure him that they will be noted 
by the Police Force of the State. Naturally, 
the police follow the discussions that take 
place in this Chamber. The Commissioner and 
staff will analyse the hon. member's remarks, 
and if anything is going on in the Police 
Force, any corruption or anything else such 
as he alleges, I can assure hon. members that 
attempts will be made to run to earth those 
individuals who are corrupt and who are 
allowing the things to go on in the community 
that should be stamped out by them in the 
course of their duties. I do not stand for the 
methods that have been adopted by the hon. 
member. 

If any hon. member comes in here with 
some semblance of evidence in cases where 
he thinks something wrong is going on in 
the community, it gives the Government and 
the police at least an opportunity of making 
some effort to stamp out vice. However, 
when a member comes in with a rambling list 
of statements of corruption in high places, 
it naturally leaves a cloud over the whole of 
the force. Where are we to start l Does the 
hon. member refer to the Commissioned Does 
he refer to his Deputy, the Chief Inspector~ 
Does he re,fer to the ofiicer in charge of the 
Police Force in Brisbane or in Townsville~ 
Does he mean the first-class sergeants~ Does 
he mean the s.econd-class sergeants~ The 
whole thing is ridiculous. No hon. member 
should be allo>Yed to make broad charg('s 
without any semblance of evidence to sub· 
stantiate them and without giving the polire 
an opportunity to clean up what he alleges 
is going on. 

I say these things are not going on. I 
have a discussion with the Commissioner of 
Police almost every morning and a report 
is made to me of any current happening of 
importance that has taken place in Brisbane 
or any other part of the State. I also have 
occasion from time to time to discuss matters 
with other officers in the service. As the 
result of those discussions, my impression is 
that nothing but intense application to his 
duties is the objective of the average member 
of the Police Force today. 

The results speak for themselves. The mem­
bers of the force have carried out a splendid 
job. Crime is on the decrease compared with 
last year, and the years before. Gambling 
has been stamped out and black-marketing 
is held in check. They have carried out many 
extraneous duties, they have overworked them­
selves, and have never spared themselves in 
the matter of working hours. They have done 
a good job, as one can see from the report 
of the Commissioner. I deplore the attitude 
of the hon. member. If he is not prepared 
to give the evidence here in this Chamber 
openly but will give it to me as Minister in 
charge of the department, no pains will be 
spared to run to earth anyone who he says is 
being corrupted in the Police Department 
today. 

Mr. JESSON (Kennedy) (9.54 p.m.): I 
cannot allow the vote to go through without 
saying something concerning the attack on 
the Police Force in relation to internments. 
No man in Queensland knows more about the 
internments or the position that brought about 
the internments than I do. Most of it related 
to my electorate, to a place that has been my 
home for many years. 

At 9.55 p.m., under Standing Order No. 307 
and Sessional Order, progress was reported. 

The House adjourned at 9.57 p.m. 




