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992 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

TUESDAY, 19 OCTOBER, 1943. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. E. J. Hanson, 
Buranda) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

HAMILTON BY-ELECTION. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to inform the 
House that, in accordance with the lOth 
section of the I~egislative Assembly Act of 
1867, I issue~ a writ on 14 September, 1943, 
for the elechon of a member to serve in the 
Legislative Assembly for the electoral district 
of Hamilton, in the room of Bruce Pie 
Esquire, resigned; and that the said writ ha~ 
been duly returned to me with a certificate 
endorsed thereon by the returning officer 
of the election, on 9 October of .T ohn Beal~ 
Chandler, EsquiTe, to serve a's such member. 

~1E11BER S\VORN. 

Mr. J. B. CHANDLER. 

Mr. John Beals Chandler, having taken the 
oath of allegiance and subscribed the roll 
took his seat as member for the electoraj 
district of Hamilton. 

QUESTIONS. 

PREMIUM FOR EARLY P01'ATOES. 

}fr. TURNER (Kelvin Grove) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' 1. Has his attention been drawn to the 
statement, as reported in the 'Courier-}fail' 
of Saturday, 9 October, 1943, by the Federal 
Potato Controller, Mr. A. C. Foster, 'That 
because the next six or eight weeks were 
likely to be Queensland's worst period for 
supplies, the Committee were givinO' a 
premium of £2 per ton over the cont~·act 
price for early-harvested potatoes in 
Queensland to bridge the shortage of 
supplies before thB main crop is dug' W 

'' 2. Will he take action to prevent the 
growers from harvesting their crops before 
they are ready, thereby eliminating the 
tremendous waste t;hat was caused last year 
when voluntary week-end labour was 
supplied for harvesting the potatoes? 

'' 3. Will he see that sufficient of the 
crop is retained in Queensland for the 
State's requirements until further supplies 
are available~'' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK (Hon. T. L. Williams, Port 
Curtis) replied-

" 1. Yes. 

'' 2. I am authoritatively informed that 
the steps taken by the Commonwealth 
Government to guarantee, through the Aus­
tralian Potato Commitee to pay contract 
growers rea13onable price; for good quality 
potatoes have resulted in the planting, in 
all States, of an acreage estimated to exceed 
the normal requirements of essential ser­
vices and civilians. If the £2 per ton pre-

mium attracts an added flow of sound, early 
potatoes to augment the present lean sup­
plies, rather than that they be held until 
the peak of the season, a good purpose will 
have been served. Growers will not risk 
forwarding undesirable, immature potatoes 
which would only result in loss to them­
selves. 

'' 3. I am assured that it is intended to 
retain all the Queensland crop for Queens­
land requirements.'' 

SHORTAGE OF HORSESHOES. 

ltir. MULLER (Fassifern) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' 1. In reference to his answer, on 
2 September last, to my question relative 
to the shortage of horseshoes in Qu, U1S­

lnnd, is he aware that the position is now 
so acute that large numbers of hors<:'<; ('armot 
be shod, and that primary production is 
being detrimentally affected to a very 
serious extent on that account? 

'' 2. Has he received any informat'on on 
the matter which indicates that action is 
being taken to overcome the difficult~- 'I If 
so, is there a possibility of supplirs of 
horseshoes becoming a' ,tilable in the near 
future9'' 

The SECRETARY I'OR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK (Hon. T. L. Williams, Port 
Curtis) replied-

'' 1. I am aware that the shortage of 
horseshoes in Queensland is still acute. 

'' 2. In reply to my representations, the 
Minister for Commerce and Agriculture has 
advised that he is strongly advocating to his 
colleague, the Minister for Munitions, the 
need for a substantial improvement in the 
Queensland supply position. In response to 
a request from the Department of Com­
merce and Agriculture, my officers are at 
present engaged in the preparation of an 
estimate of Queensland's requirements of 
various materials in short supply, including 
horseshoes, to enable the Commonwealth 
authorities to arrange for a better supply to 
Queensland. ' ' 

CHAIRMAN, STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION. 

Mr. LUCKINS (Maree) asked the 
Premier-

"vVhat positions are held by Mr. Coch­
ran, Chairman of the Electricity Com­
mission, and what salaries and allowances 
does he receive~" 

The PRElliiER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

'' In addition to his State appointment 
as Chairman and Executive Officer of the 
State Electricity Commission (salary, 
£1,250 per annum), Mr. S. F. Cochran holds 
Commonwealth appointments as Deputy 
Director of Rationing for Queensland 
(allowance £400 per annum), Regional Con­
troller of Electricity for Queensland (no 
allowance), and Chairman of the Civilian 
Requirements Committee (no allowance). 
None of these Commonwealth appointments 
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was sought by Mr. Cochran, but in accord­
ance with its policy of full co-operation with 
the Commonwealth Government, the Queens­
land Government agreed to the strong repre­
sentations of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment that Mr. Cochran should undertake 
these additional duties.'' 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the manager, State Advances 
Corporation, for the year 1942-1943. 

Report of the Commissioner for Railways 
for the year 1942-1943. 

ELECTIONS ACTS AMENDJ\IE?\T BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) I move--

''That the House will, at its next sitting, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the 
~Whole to consider of the desirableness of 
introducing a Bill to amend the Elections 
Acts, 1915-1942, in certain particulars, and 
for other purposes.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

SUPPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE-ESTIMATES­
ELEVENTH AND TWELF~'H ALLOTTED DAYS. 

('l'he Chairman of Committees, Mr. Brassing­
ton, Fortitude Valley, in the chair.) 

ESTBIATES IK CHIEF, 1943-19±4. 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMEN'l'. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Debate Tesumed from 14 October (see 
p. 963) on the question-

'' That £130,510 be granted for 'Depart­
ment of Labour and Employment-Chief 
Office.' '' ~ · 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
ElUPLOYMENT (Hon. T. A. F'Oley, 
Normanby) (11.10 a.m.): When the debate 
was adjourned on Thursday last the hon. 
member for Wynnum had expressed very 
g:reat concern at the fact that at 7~d. a 
lb. for mullet and corresponding ceiling 
prices for other lines of fish, fishermen supply­
ing the metropolitan fish market were not 
getting an adequate ~price for their fish. 
May I point out that in August, 1942, when 
fish prices were spiralling upwards makino­
the pTice ruling at the market almo~t beyond 
the capacity of t~1e ordinary worker, steps 
\Yere taken to brmg the matter under the 
notice of the PTices Commissioner. Before 
doing so in regard to mullet and tailel' we 
went to the trouble of investigating the 
prices that had ruled for fish for three years, 
1938, 1939, and 1940, and we discovered that 
the maximum price realised in that period in 
any one month-and it happened in only onP 
month-was about 20s. 9d. a tray of 40 lb. 

1943-2 I 

It was recommended to the Prices Commis­
sioner that the ceiling price should give a 
margin above the highest ruling price for 
the previous three years so that the ceiling 
prices, wholesale, should be as follows:­
Mullet, over 12 in. 

long, excluding 
hard gut . . 23s. Od. a tray of 40 lb. 

Mullet, excluding 
ha1·d gut, 11 to 
12 in. long 20s. 6d. a tray of 40 lb. 

Tailer, over 14 in. 
long 22s. 6d. a tray of 40 lb. 

Tailer, under 14 in. 
long 21s. 6d. a tray of 40 lb. 

Those prices were considerably in excess of 
the highest price realised at any period 
<luring the previous three years, as I have men­
tioned. With prices round about that point 
the people would have been able to obtain 
cleaned mullet at 1s. a lb. retail, mixed 
mullet at 101d. a lb. and the two grades of 
tailer at 10!;d. and 10d. a lb. respectively. 
\Ve contended that was a considerable· 
improvement on any price previously realised. 

.:\Ir. Plunkett: In the meantime a number 
of fishermen were called up for military 
serv1ce. 

The SECRETARY FO!t LABOUR AND 
.IDIPLOYlUENT: I am aware of that. In 
fact, there has been a gradual call-up of 
fishermen, I think on the basis of one man 
from each boat. Usually a boat has four 
men wOTking in it. 

Since that time the system of organisation 
among fishermen has improved, and wher­
ever possible they have combined operations. 
An officer of the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research who arrived from the 
South recently informed me that fishermen 
were doing much better there on a properly 
organised basis. 

lUr. Plunkett: That is absolute nonsense. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
E3IPL0YlUENT: He informed me that they 
were realising a higher percentage per catch 
than previously. I have not the figures but 
I am basing my statement on what he actually 
told me. 

Notwithstanding that the ceiling prices 
fixed for mullet were 23s. for large mullet,. 
20s. 6d. for mixed mullet, and 22s. 6d. for 
tailer, supplies of mullet have not reached 
the market. According to a statement by 
Mr. Acworth, the representative of the­
fishermen on the Fish Board, the fishermen 
were letting their catches of mullet go and 
were refusing to send them to market. Later, 
as a result of further representations by the· 
fishermen's representative, the Prices Com­
missioner agreed to fix the ceiling price for 
mullet, including medium mullet, at 25s. a 
tray. This, as I mentioned earlier, is con­
siderably in excess of any price that 
fishermen have realised previously. It is 
contended, and I think the Prices Commis­
sioner is correct in saying so, that that rise 
in price more than compensat.es the fishermeru 
for increased costs for petrol, kerosene and 
other items. 
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Mr. Dart: Fishermen do not say so. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
E~IPLOYMENT: That is the fishermen's 
story. If we must maintain a market for 
fish we have at least to consider the consuming 
public. They are the great majority. In 
glut periods the fishermen look to the great 
mass of people to buy their catch in order 
to give them decent living conditions. To 
do so, we must supply fish to the consumn at 
a reasonable price, at the same time takinr,~· 
into consideration the return to the vendor. 
The position has developed from that point. 
Victoria was the first State to take action 
to fix a ceiling price for all fish. Later, Ne>Y 
South Wales followed suit. The result was 
that representatives came from New S:,uth 
\Vales to Brisbane to discuss the who'le mat­
ter with the Fish Board and the Prices Com­
missioner. It was eventually agreed that 
ceiling prices be fixed for all varieties of 
fish, including net and line fish, and that is 
the basis on which the Fish Board has bE'en 
working for a considerable time. 

It is rather interesting to know the prices 
that are no>Y ruling. For instance, the 
amended price for snapper fixed by the 
Prices Commissioner on. 14 }lay, 1943, is 
ls. 4d. a lb., the highest wholesale pric-e 3 

fisherman has ever received for snapper. The 
wholesale price of snapper in pre-war days 
was round about 9d. a lb. Sqnil'e brought 
approximately the same price. 

At the present time they are receiving ls. 
2~d. a lb. cleaned for barramundi and pre­
viously, according to the investigations we 
have made into the figures during the past 
three years, the best price received was round 
about lOd. to ls. a lb. Spanish mackerel 
ranged from 5~d. to lOd. a lb. and they are 
now receiving ls. 2d. for it. With almost 
ewry line of fish coming into the market 
to-day that is the position. Those increases 
certainly give the fishermen an opportunity 
to combat the increased costs they have to 
contend with, while giving the consumer, under 
the improved conditions, the capacity to buy 
some now and again. Those wholesale prices 
I have quoted have to be increased by 50 per 
cent.-at least 40 per cent.-to compensate 
the distributor for the work entailed in 
supplying it to the public. But when that 
is done one finds that 1 s. 4d. wholesale plus 
40 per cent. on the whole of the snapper puts 
that fish almost out of reach of the average 
working man in the community. The only 
line of fish he can reasonably expect to buy is 
the mullet I referred to, the retail price of 
·which stands at Is. ld. a lb. 

The system has been working satisfactorily 
in each State for a considerable time. The 
prices are so adjusted that it would not pay 
the fisherman in Queensland to send his catch 
to the New South Wales market. The Tesult 
is that fish from Queensland waters are now 
marketed in Queensland. Some from the 
Northern Rivers of New South ·wales are 
going to the Sydney market. I think the 
effort of the Prices· Commissioner in that 
respect has been a definite advantage, not 
only to the fishermen but to the consuming 
}mblic. A happy balance has been struck to 

enable the average man to get fish when sup­
plies are available and at the same time give 
a decent Teturn to the producer. 

The hon. member for Wynnum was also very 
concerned about the fact that in this vote a 
certain sum of money is included for 
inspectors. I think he must have been looking 
a little ahead and thinking of the Labour 
Department, but the fact remains that we 
have to have a large staff of inspectors to 
police the 300-odd arbitration awards operat­
ing in Queensland and time to give some atten­
tion to the conditions of the workers in our 
factories and in other callings throughout 
the State. There is no need for the employer 
to fear the visit of any inspector if he is play­
ing the rrame; that is the general position as 
1ve find it. 'rhe good employer realises that 
good wages and conditions for his employees 
r•ay him· they create contentment throughout 
the works and tend to bring about higher 
production. But you find in every community 
the avaricious individual who attempts to 
exploit and rob his employees whenever the 
opportunity offers. It is becm~se men of that 
type exist that we have a staff of mspectors 
_::_and we have to pay them a reasonable 
salaTJ under the Public Service Act-to reduce 
that exploitation as far as possible. I am 
aware of the many altemtions that have taken 
place in, the conditions of >vorkers durin15 my 
lifetime and the trend of the future w1ll be 
towards' better conditions than those that 
obtain to-day. For instance, I TemembeT 
going onto a cattle station when I was a lad 
to do stock work. The conditions in those 
days were such that one got up before day­
lirrht to O'et the horses in and finished as a 
r~le afte~ dark, and the ration during the 
whole of the period I was there was usually 
damper and corned beef; and as to accommoda­
tion when I arrived I was sent down into the 
bunk-house-a lean-to shack that contained a 
broken-down bunk-and I had to do the best 
I could to make it as comfortable as possible. 

Those conditions have gone for ever. 
To-day under the Workers' Accommodation 
Act, e~ery squatter has to provide decent 
accommodation, and under the awards of the 
Industrial Court has to give a decent ration 
and food to the employees. 

Jlr. Dart: Remember, we have been with­
out potatoes and butter in Parliament House. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYJUENT: One cannot grow potatoes 
out of season. The potato crop is not ready 
at the moment, and there is an inereased popu­
lation to consume them when they are ready. 
At the present time, a premium of £2 a ton 
is bein,. paid to those who will dig their c-rop 
early s"o that some supplies will get to the 
market. The bulk of the supplies will be 
available later; nature will not speed up for 
the hon. member for Wynnum or anybody 
else. 

~Ir. Dart: What about butter? 

Tl1e SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
E~IPLOY.iliENT: The butter position has 
been kept remarkably good considering the 
tremendous inerease in population and the 
tremendous quantities '"C have been sending 
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overseas. There has been increased produc­
tion, and notwithstanding the rationing my 
family has never been short of butter. The 
allowance enabled us to carry on very well 
indeed, of course taking the ordinary precau­
tions that should be taken under such condi­
tions. 

Looking back a few years to my early man­
hood in the cane:fields in Northern Queensland 
about Goondi and Innisfail, I remember the 
average wage was then 22s. 6d. a week for a 
12-hour shift, and the food supplied by the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company was not :fit 
for the average kangaroo dog to eat. The 
result was that the average man in those days, 
out of his miserable 22s. 6d. a week, had to 
supplement his food ration by buying jam, 
butter, and other delicacies necessary at least 
to keep him up to wDTking pitch. In the 
cane:fields in those days a ganger organised a 
gang of men, and each worker was forced 
under the conditions prevailing to compete 
with other men. The result was that Badila 
cane was cut for 3s. a ton. In order to get a 
decent cheque for their five and a-half months' 
work-the length of the season in those days 
-men had to work from six in the morning 
until six in the evening. (Opposition inter­
jections.) 

I wurked under those conditions and I know 
IYhat I am talking about. At the end of the 
season, the worker had to have two or three 
months for recuperation to build himself up 
ngain before taking on any other occupation. 

lUr. Kerr: That is not the position 
to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYlUENT: As a result of the reforms 
that have taken place from 1915 to the pre­
sent as regards industrial conditions and 
other things, and because from time to 
time our inspectors are policing industrial 
awards and the provisions of the Workers' 
Accommodation Act and the Factories and 
Shops Act, reasonable c·onditions prevail in 
the community to-day, but nevertheless we 
hear hon. members, such as the hon. member 
for Wynnum, saying that we should scrap the 
system and send our inspectors to do other 
work in the community. 

Mr. Dart: I did not say that. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
ElUPLOYMENT: The hon. member should 
read his proof; I read it last night. The 
hon. member said that we should scrap our 
inspectors and put them to other work in the 
community-in other words, give freedom to 
the bt!d employer to exploit the workers as far 
as possible. I again emphasise that a good 
employer has nothing to fear from a visit 
by an inspector. He knows when he enters 
business just what he has to do. There is 
first of all the industrial award, secondly, the 
Factories and Shops Act, and thirdly, the 
Commonwealth regulations. If he does not 
abide by these, and an inspector finds that 
he is deliberately evading them, well, he must 
take all that comes to him, and it ill-becomes 
hon. members to take up the stand that the 
system should be departed from, that we 
should scrap our inspectors and put them on 

to help in what hon. members think is more 
useful work just because we are in a war 
period.· I contend they are doing ve-ry useful 
work. As I said previously, there are 300 
awards to cover, and 4,000 factories. There 
is also workers' accommodation from one end 
of the State to the other. All credit is due 
to the few inspectors we have doing that job 
for the splendid results that have been 
obtained. 

Mr. DART (Wynnum) (11.30 a.m.): The 
explanation of the hon. gentleman with regard 
to fish was very paltry. Fishermen are still 
receiving only Ud. a lb. for mullet and 1s. 
4d. a lb. for shark. The hon. gentleman did 
not even mention shark, but he should have 
given some explanation about the sales of 
shark for fish. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ· 
ment: Shark is· not sold as :fish. 

}lr. DART: Here is what the report of 
the hon. gentleman's department has to· say 
a bout the employers-

'' Employers generally are desirous of pro­
Yiding proper accommodation for employees, 
bnt present conditions create many p~ob­
lems, and applications to extend the time 
in "·hich to effect the proper accommoda­
tion are given consideration on their 
merits.'' 

:\ccording to this report there are 317 fewer 
factories and 891 fewer shops, yet all these 
inspectors are kept on. I do not say that 
the inspcctOl's should be sacked; I suggest 
that they be transferred to more useful work. 
Whv should we have a big band of inspectors 
employed when there is a big reduction in 
both shops and factories~ I am informed on 
good authority, too, that these men get 80· 
gallons of petrol a month. Where do they 
use it~ 

Jfr. lUuller: The farmer gets three. 

lUr. DART: The farmer gets very little, 
and the private man gets only three. 

The CHAIR1\IAN: Order! We are not 
d1scnssing matters connected with liquid fuel 
control. 

::Ur. DART: The Labour Governm~nt 
have had 10 years in which to find somethmg 
better for the men who were on intermittent 
relief work. Instead of doing anything they 
continued these men on the relief, and it is 
only now that we find there is to be a _reduc­
tion in social services, postage, statiOnery,. 
printing, &c. The reduction amounts to 
£99,904. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ· 
ment: What is the number on relief? 

Mr. :HART: There are very few on relief. 
The amount to be voted is a little over 
£20,000, but what is that compared with the 
£200,000 that was included in the Estimates 
only two years ago~ 

There must be a great deal less work for 
these inspectors to do. On trams and in other 
places many of our men are being replaced 
with women. The same thing could be done 
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here. Women could be employed as inspectors 
and they could do the work a.s effectively 
and as efficiently as the men are doing it. 
The Civil Constructional Corps, the Women's 
Army, or some other such organisation could 
do this work effectively and as well as it is 
being done to-day. 

The other night we were told that some 
other Government taxed the washerwomen. 
Hon. members on the Government side are 
al;vays going back to the past. Why, both 
this and the Federal Government are taxing 
the washerwomen to-day. Any woman who 
earns over £2 a week is taxed by the Labour 
Government, yet we hear nothing about the 
present taxation of washerwomen. 

The CHAIRWfAN: Order! I must ask 
the hon. member to confine his remarks to 
the question before the Committee. 

1\Ir. nART: I merely mentioned that in 
reply to the hon. member for Baroona. He 
spoke about that the other night and it is 
only fair that I should reply to him. It mav 
seem a little out of place, but if other ho1i.. 
members can make such statements, I must 
reply to them. 

I admit that there is much work to be done 
in administering the 300 awards under the 
control of this department, but I repeat that 
I have never suggested sacking the inspectors; 
I have merely suggested that they be trans­
ferred to other useful work. There are many 
points that could be remedied, and I suo-gest 
that less money is needed for inspe~tors 
because the inspectoxs have not got the work 
to do that they had. If there are fewer 
factories and shops it must mean that the 
inspectors have less work to do. Every 
employer to-day welcomes cleanliness and 
tidiness round his business premises because 
:he knows that better results are obtained in 
that way. 

Now, why should the Minister tell us about 
what happened when he was a boy~ He 
n;ust know that conditions at present are far 
different from what they were 40 or 50 years 
ago. I see no reason for making the compari­
son between now and 40 years ago. We on 
this side welcome any improvement in the 
workers' conditions. I do not want anyone 
to get away with the idea that we do not 
favour giving comforts to the men but I say 
that there are too many inspector~ employed 
in this class of work when they could be better 
used elsewhere. A few of them have gone 
over to defence work, but how few they are t 
Again, they may have been the cream of the 
inspecting staff. 

Quite a number more could do useful 
defence work. There are fewer people for 
them to loo·k after, especially now that the 
Commonwealth Government have given us so 
much help. I hope that the post-war recon­
struction period will be attended to in such a 
wa~· that we shall not have any unemployed 
The Queensland Labour Government had an 
·oppo'rtunity of dealing with unemployment 
many years ago. Ev-eryone knows that they 
could have helped in the establishment of 
factories and foundries. In fact we know 
that one man said that he would' bring the 
nPcessary machinery from the Old Country if 

the Government would give him some help in 
the establishment o-f a secondary industry. 
However, his proposal was not favoured, and 
very many people had to be out of work. We 
should nev-er again tolerate a positio-n that 
provides for the payment of a few shillings 
a week to men engaged on intermittent relief 
work. We should see that the affairs of the 
country are administered in such a way as to 
give justice to all. 

lUr •• lESSON (Kennedy) (11.38 a.m.): I 
am convinced that the hon. member for Wyn­
num has not even looked at the Estimates. It 
strikes me that he has a brief from somebody 
who has been pulling his leg. There are about 
40 fewer employees in the department now 
as compared ,.-ith 1942-43. I do not know 
how the hon. member for Wynnum can come 
to the conclusion that there are too many 
inspectors, when as a matter of fact the 
practice of certain employers clearly indicates 
that in connection with the enforcement of the 
conditions to vmrkers' accommodation there 
are not cno·ugh inspectors. As a matter of 
fact, the hon. member has only a very small 
group of people in mind. He has not 
tra veiled the Sta tc, and so he can talk only 
of Brisbane. 

.iUr. Edwards: You are getting personal 
no,v. 

JUr. JESSON: I am not getting personal 
at all. The hon. member for \Vynnum a.dopts 
the Queen street attitude as all hon. members 
sitting in Opposition do. It is astounding 
what the inspectors have to put up with in 
going over the various farms and stations 
throughout the State to see that the Workers' 
Accommodation Act is complied with. I 
should like to remind hon. members opposite 
that the legislation that has been introduced 
by Labour Governments over the J:ea:s 
providing for the observance of hygiemc 
conditions has been responsible for the 
elimination of much disease and a consequent 
improvement in the health of the workers in 
industry, especially those in seasonal indus­
tries. It is not so many years ago that the 
employees engaged in the shearing industry 
had to accept whatever conditions were pro­
vided for them. I remember that as a boy on 
stations-and that is not so many years ago­
when we had to make o·ur own beds with bags 
and that sort of thing. The health of the 
employees has been improved by the employ­
ment of inspectors. There are a number of 
employers-thank God only a few-who a1:e 
willing to sacrifice the health of ~heir 
employees in the interests o·f profit es12ecially 
in a time of depression when labour IS easy 
to get. 

I did not rise to speak specifically about 
that matter. My purpose was to discuss the 
subject of apprenticeship to skilled trades. 
It comes very largely under the votes for 
the Department of Public Instruction, but I 
think it should be taken over by the Depart­
ment of Labour and Employment. During 
the war period, a large number of boys a_nd 
girls have been attracted to remunerative 
jobs, in a number of vital industries th:;tt 
ha1·e brcn started, of which the people m 



Supply. [19 OCTOBER.] Supply. 997 

Queensland knew little about. I refer par­
ticula.rly to the surgical bootmaking trade 
because it was brought under my notice very 
forcibly about a week ago by a gentleman in 
my electorate who was unable to get a 
surgical boot made for his child in the whole 
of Queensland. He had been in touch with 
a surgical bootmaker in Brisbane almost for 
six months. At his written request I called 
on this bootmaker last week and he to1d me 
that the casting of the malformed foot. and 
the old boot had not been touched because he 
had nobody to do the work. He pointed out 
that his workmen had been called up by the 
army and there were no boys to learn the 
trade. Unfortunately, we have quite a number 
of crippled children and adults in Queensland 
who have to have boots specially made for 
them, but no apprentices are coming along· 
to learn this important trade. Consequently 
such articles are unprocurable. 

I want also to refer to the clothing indus­
try. In a few years it will be in a very 
difficult position because no girls are learn­
ing it, the reason being that in many 
cases such girls mnst register for employment 
at the 1\ational Service Office and the employer 
must apply to it for his apprentices, and 
mothers are reluctant to allow their daughters 
to register for fear that the National Service 
Office will send them to other trades. I sug­
gest that the Minister take the matter up 
'vith the National Service Office 'vith a view 
to the suspension of the regulations compel­
ling girls under 16 years of age desirous of 
entering the clothing trade to register with 
the man-power authorities. This would allow 
these employers to advertise in the Press 
for girls, who could make application diTect 
to them and thus be assured of entering the 
trade they want to learn. As a matter of 
fact, girls of 16 years of age and under are 
diverterl by the National Service Office to 
other callings, and hence we get the same 
old trouble I have often spoken of; a square 
peg is fitted into a round hole. 

One of these matters I have mentioned is 
certainly a CommomYealth one, but I hope 
the Minister will take it up with the proper 
authorities. As to the other, something cer­
tainly should be done to get apprentices for 
the smgical boot trade. Provision for these 
apprentices could be made by the Central 
Technical College and boys could be encour­
aged then to specialise in it. Otherwise in 
the very near future people suffering from 
deformed or crippled feet will be unable to 
get the necessary boots. 

lUr. DECKER (Sandgate) (11.44 p.m.): 
'I'he Minister referred to industrial conditions 
that existed many years ago. I should like 
to refer to the conditions fishermen worked 
under only a couple of years ago, when I 
remember fish was imported from the North 
by the Fish Board at 5~d. a lb. and sold to 
the public at 1s. 6d., and during the first 
four weeks' operations of that scheme the 
board made a profit of £650. That profit 
was made at the expense of the fishermen 
and the public. The subject was raised 
from this side of the Chamber and the Minis­
ter announced that ihe had reviewed the 
matter and increased the wholesale price to 

the fishermen and the retail price to the 
public. 

The CHAIRI\lAN: Order l I have allowed 
this discussion on the price of fish and the 
administration of the Fish Board but I 
would point out that it should take place on 
the vote, the Fish Supply Management 
Acts, 1935 to 1941, which appears in the 
Trust and Special Funds Estimates. I ask 
the ):Ion. member to note that fact; there will 
be ample opportunity later to discuss the 
subject. 

lUr. Walker: You allowed the Minister to 
refer to it. 

The CHAIRlUAN: Order! The matter 
was first raised by an hon. member on Thurs­
day night and I ga,-e the ·Minister an oppor­
tunity to reply. No difficulty will be experi­
enced by hon. members in discussing the 
matter fully in its right place. 

)Ir. nECKER: I will reserve my remarks 
on the subject until later. 

Mr. LUCKINS (Maree) (11.46 a.m.): I 
should like the Minister to explain the rea­
son for differential milk prices. I submitterl 
a question to the Minister on this point but 
it was disallowed. Like many other hon. 
members, I am concerned at the position of 
the Deputy Prices Commissioner in Queens­
land. He is a State official holding a very 
responsible position and he should have some 
control of milk prices. The ~Minister should 
certainly have definite control of the Com­
missioner. In my opinion price-fixing to-day 
has got out of control, and I hope that the 
Minister will take some action, notwithstand­
ing the fact that the Commonwimlth 
Government always appear to' enter into the 
sub.iect. 

Tile Secretary for Labour and Industry: 
It certainly is a Commonwealth matter. 

lUr. LUCKINS: Who is to preserve the 
rights of the people of Queensland if we 
cannot get some control of prices~ An 
unfortunate position has occurred to-day in 
price-fixing and it calls for public attention. 
If this Parliament cannot control it we should 
make a definite attempt to influence the 
Commonwealth Government in the matter. 

Mr. L. J. Barnes: We should ask for our 
powers back again. 

Mr. LUCKINS: We want to be in the 
position of being able to govern in the 
interests of the people of Queensland. We 
have instances of differentiation in prices of 
products in Queensland~ a8 compared with 
New South Wales. I refer to the fact that 
people are able to go from Queensland to 
New South Wales and buy commodities 
denied to Queensla.nders who cannot do SO'. 
That is a very serious state of affairs, ani! 
calls for public attention and action and the 
only suitable method is action through repre­
sentatives of the people in this Parliament. 
If they cannot rectify this unfortunate state 
o·f affairs there is something wrong with our 
system. 
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Mr. Collins: We were very effective 
recently in representations over the meat. 

Mr. LUCKINS: If Parliament exists to 
act in the interests of the people there should 
be no necessity for calling attention to what 
is happening in other parts of Australia. I 
call attention to this matter from my sense of 
responsibility as a member of Parliament and 
I do it in the interests of the people to whom 
are denied commodities available to the 
people in New South Wales and Victoria. 
Are we to be on the same basis as other 
Au~tralians, or are we to be denied the things 
a_va1lable to them~ That is a burning ques­
tion, and one that should be answered as 
soon as possible, otherwise the difficulty will 
get beyond us. I know, and every hon. mem­
?er in the Assembly knows, that what I say 
1s true. One has only to go to Murwillumbah 
in New South \Vales, and one can buy commo: 
dities there--

Tlte CHAIRMAN: Order! The supply 
of commodities is outside the scope of the 
debate. 

Mr. LUCKINS: The Deputy Prices Com­
missioner is controlled by the Minister. 

The CHAIRlUAN: He does not control 
the supply of commodities. 

~r. LUCKINS: The control of price­
fixmg should be the concern of the Minister. 
I am go.ing to pin the responsiblity for his 
neglect m that regard on the Minister. 

We have the spectacle in Brisbane of the 
different prices for the pint botle af milk 
delivered i;n ~h€ metropolitan area, as fixed by 
the CommissiOner. One is 4~d. and the other 
4d., although both have the same quantity of 
the same milk in the same type of bottle. 
That calls for some action. 

I draw the attention of the Minister to· the 
fact that the Commonwealth controls the 
Apple and Pear Board, and the supply of 
fruit to this State is a serious reflection on 
that body. 

The CHAIR:ilfAN: Order! The supply of 
commodities is entirely outside the scope of 
this discussion. 

IIIr. LUCKINS: The prices of commodi­
ties affects supplies to the people of this 
State. I should be glad to have an opportun­
ity to speak on this matter because I believe 
it is a very serious one and calls for a 
debate. I feel it is time the Minister was 
in a position to make a statement here upon 
the whole question of prices. I do not want 
to delay the Committee by going into minor 
details, but I want to emphasise the serious­
ness of the matter. 

In regard ta the Co-ordination of Employ­
ment Facilities Act of 1941, the Minister 
went to a great deal of trouble-I think 
unnecessary trouble-in giving us a batch of 
figures showing the employment of people in 
Queensland in 1933 compared with now. 
Those figures vvere nothing more nor less than 
a compilation of statistics taken out of 
jonrnals and records in the Parliamentary 

J,ibrary. 

The Secretary for Labonr and Employ­
ment: Give me your copy and I can trace 
them. 

Mr. LUCKINS: You can have my copy 
any time. Those figures convey nothing more 
to me than a mass of unnecessary propaganda. 
If the Government are desirous of finding 
employment for their people they can adopt 
other means than compiling a volume of 
figures, which is a mere waste of paper when 
paper is so sc:uce. Those statistics of 1933 
do not apply to to-day. What has happened 
in the past is of no concern to me or the 
people of Queensland; it is what is going 
to happen in the future that concerns us. 
If the Government will lay down a policy so 
that apprentices are compulsorily put to trades 
rather than have the unions say how many 
apprentices may be employed to so many 
senio·r men in the trade we shall get 
somewhere. All we desire is to give the 
younger generation its right to learn a calling. 
That is one of the things that in the past 
have been denied to our young people-the 
right to go into professio11s and trades. 

It is time the Government cleared the 
matter up in this State Parliament and made 
rrovision that. every youngster attaining a 
C€'rtain age may be compulsorily put to some 
trade and the restrictions as we know them 
to-day shall not be permitted. The restrictions 
as to trades and professions are such that boys 
who want to enter trades are compelled to go 
awaY from their home towns on a very small 
wage and allowance not at all commensurate 
with the present high cost of living. Appren­
tices should be treated very liberally by the 
Government. 

Then there is the education of apprentices, 
and the standard of the scholarship examina­
tion. 

Tl1e CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. 
member will find that matter will be more in 
order under the votes for the Loan and Trust 
Funds of the Department of Public Instmc­
tion. 

lUr. LUCKINS: I bow to your ruling, 
:\Ir. Brassington, and will deal with it then. 

The supply of fish has a bearing on prices. 
I think the Minister has made an honest 
attempt to bring about desirable conditions in 
Queensland, but I respectfully sug_gest th~t 
the test of the value of a proposal 1s seen m 
the results it achieves. 

We should like some explanation from the 
Minister on the Unemployment Insurance Act. 
There are no unemployed in Queensland 
to-day, but the Government are collecting 
contributions from the workers for that fund, 
which has a credit balance of £1,600,000. That 
is a large sum of money, and I can see no 
reason for accumulating deductions from 
wages for the purpose of relieving unemploy­
ment during the next two or three years, 
because the highest amount paid out by the 
Government in a year when unemployment was 
rife in Queensland was just over £500,000. 
Assuming that later we have to give relief to 
the unemployed, there is already a credit in 
the fund of £1,600,000, and that will be 
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sufficient for three years at the rate I have 
mentioned, even should no further moneys be 
forthcoming. 

!Ur. Devries: You would not like to see 
the fund smashed, would you~ 

Jir. LUCKINS: No, but I should like to 
see the right thing done in the interests of 
the community. Unfortunately, with these 
pin-pricking taxes the Government are taking 
all the time and giving nothing back. They 
should be abolished, and the people should be 
allowed to collect their rightful wages ·when 
there is no unemployment in the State. This 
question has agitated my mind for a long 
time anrl I should like the Minister to give 
some definite reason why the Government are 
still collecting these amounts when the fund is 
so much in credit, and when the money there, 
J take it, is bearing interest. 

The CHAIR:\IAN: Order! I draw the 
hon. member's attention to the fact that the 
operations of the Unemployment Insurance 
Fund must be discussed on the Loan and 
Trnst Funds Estimates. 

lUr. LUCJHNS: Apparently all this 
administration comes under Loan and Trust 
:F'unds, and I hope the time allotted for a 
discussion on the Estimates will not expire 
before we have an opportunity of discussing 
them. 

l\Ir. KERR (Oxley) (11.59 a.m.): I have 
no desire to say a great deal, but I wish to 
refer to a matter that has agitated hon. mem­
bers. The control of ceiling prices to-day is 
a farce and has led to a fiasco. I realise 
that ·we are compelled to work under the 
National Security regulations, and some of 
these concern price control. The States have 
lost some of their soveTeign rights, of course, 
purely on account of war conditions. There 
are those who hold that this is an advantage 
to the State in the general conduct of the 
war, but it has been proved that price control 
is seriously affecting the whole of the people 
of Queensland. 

Mr. Collins: Lack of it would affect them 
a great deal more. 

~Ir. KERR: No. The point I wish to 
make is that the proper authority to control 
priees in Queensland is the Queensland State 
Government; they and nobody else should do 
that. I should say it would be in fai:rly good 
hands and certainly in much better hands than 
at present. 

IUr. COLLINS (Cook) (12 noon) : I was 
interested by the criticism of the hon. mem­
ber for Oxley of the system of ceiling prices, 
which he says is a complete farce. I know 
that certain things go on, and they have to 
be corrected from time to time, but the Prices 
Commissioner is doing that, and to say that 
it is a farce suggests that we should be better 
off without any prices control. 

IUr. Kerr: No. I qualified my remarks 
by saying that this State Government would 
handle it better. 

Mr. COLLINS: This State Government 
were the pioneer of prices control in the Com­
monwealth, but when price control affe0ts the 
whole of the Commonwealth there must be 
co-ordination on the matter between the 
States; otherwise chaos would result. 

lUr. Kerr: Do you advocate the system 
a' it is carried on now~ 

:illr. COLLINS: I am advocating nothing, 
except what I am saying. The hon. member 
knows very well that we cannot interfere with 
the transit of goods from other States; there­
fore, we must have control over the whole of 
the States. 

The, CHAIRlUAN: Order! 

l'Ur. COLLINS: I was only trying to 
ruply briefly to the hon. member for Oxley. 

No-one seems to have given much considera­
tion to the great reduction in the vote under 
discussion. The hon. member for vVynnum 
criticised it because he says there are still too 
many inspectors, but he did not say that last 
year 65 employees were covered by the pri:nci­
pal vote and 161 by those of the sub-depart­
ments, as compared with 48 and 123 respec­
tively this year. The number of employees 
has been reduced by approximately one-third. 

l'Ir. Thlacdonald: That is what you would 
expect, is it not~ 

lUr. COLI,INS: Yes, but we might as well 
admit that it has been done. I say the correct 
thing has been done, although an additional 
£25,000 worth of work has been imposed on 
tw by the requirements of the Commonwealth 
Government under war-time conditions. 
Although we are doing a good deal of wO'rk 
for the Federal Government, the Minister has 
been able to effect a considerable reduction in 
the number of employees, and the vote has 
been reduced from £288,323 to £180,108-that 
is, by £108,215. 

lUr. Thlacdonald: Do you argue that it was 
over-staffed before~ 

Mr. COLLINS: No. I am saying that as 
everyone is in employment, the Minister has 
done the right thing in reducing the employees 
required in his department as well as the 
money he is spending. The tone of the dis­
cussion has been that he is still spending 
approximately the same amount of money as 
he did before, and that is totally wrong. 

Reference was made to the fact that the 
Unemployment Insurance Fund is in credit, 
but we all know that unemployment insurance 
has always been paid by those who are 
working. 

The hon. member for Wynnum spoke about 
the reduced number of factories and shops. 
As it stands, his statement presupposes that, 
because there are not so many factories and 
shops, there are f'ew8'r employees; but that is 
entirely wrong. Although there are fewer 
factories and shops, the number of employees 
in Queensland has been in0reased by about 50 
per cent. because of the great war industries, 
and everybody who is capable of working is in 
work. Consequently, more inspection work is 
required than previously. 
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The Minister is doing splendid work. He 
has much to do under the Co-ordination of 
Employment Facilities Act, which, in my 
opinion, is one of the more far-reaching pieces 
of legislation dealing with employment that 
have been brought down in any Parliament 
in Australia, and great credit is due to the 
Minister for the thought that has been put 
into it. So far we have not seen any very 
active operations under it, but as time goes 
on the Minister will Tequire all the powers he 
has taken in order to cope with the position 
that will arise as soon as the war is over. 

It will be necessary to get about 68 per 
cent. of the people of the Commonwealth 
back into normal employment and so any­
body who thinks seriously of the situation­
we should all do that-will realise that very 
great powers and very great administmtion 
qualifications will be necessary so that the 
people who have been displaced by war con­
ditions will be able to return to normal work. 
The Act I have mentioned, with its very wide 
powers and wide range of control, will, we 
hope, go a long way towards helping, in con­
junction with the Federal Government, to do 
the greatest work the States and the Common­
wealth have ever been called upon to under­
take-to return the people successfully to 
normal employment when the war with all its 
problems is over. .Just when that will be we 
do not know, but let us hope it will be sooner 
than we expect. The Minister has shown 
enthusiasm, great consideration and tremen­
dous industry in his ministerial position and 
I congratulate him on the excellent work 
he has done in the department that he so 
ably controls. 

Tl1e SECRETARY FOR J,ABOUR AND 
EMPLOYlUENT (Hon. T. A. Foley, 
Normanby) (12.9 p.m.): The hon. member 
for Maree asked a very pertinent question 
concerning price-fixation and suggested that 
possibly better results would have been 
achieved if the State had continued to con­
trol prices. It is a question of viewpoint. 
The Commonwealth Government realised that 
during the war period they had to endeavour 
to bring about some co-ordination throughout 
the Commonwealth and they decided to take 
control of prices themselves. Up to 26 Feb­
ruary this year there had existed a system 
of dual control. I gave an explanation of 
that last Thursday but apparently the hon. 
member for Maree was away at the time. 

Mr. Luckins: No, I was here and I heard 
what you said. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYMENT: The whole position was 
altered in April, 1943, when all prices were 
pegged and the entiTe scheme brought under 
the control of the Commonwealth. The ques­
tion who is to blame for the position that 
exists now in connection with meat, vege­
tables, or other products is beside the point. 
We must go back and discover who intro­
duced price-fixing in Australia, and on investi­
gation we find that prior to April, 1943, the 
system was one of price control and not price­
fixation. It had been introduced by the 
."Memies Administration and it endeavoured, 

under the administration of Professor Copland, 
to bring about a measure of control of prices 
in Australia. It provided that where there 
were any increased costs of production in 
industry all that the producer had to do was 
to submit documentary proof of the fact to 
Professor Copland and he was in duty bound 
under the Act to award an increased price 
for that commodity. No price-fixing authority 
could control prices under a scheme like that 
and the Tesult was that prices went spiralling 
upwards until, just prior to the last Federal 
elections, they had increased by 25 per cent. 
compared with prices ruling at the beginning 
of the war. .Just prior to the elections the 
Commonwealth Government decided that steps 
should be taken to alter the existing position 
and so the price-stabilising plan was put for­
ward on top of the system of price controL 
That is the system that is being administe~·ed 
to-day and it has had the effect of reducmg 
the cost of living generally. For instance, 
in .Julv 1943 the price index, weighted aver­
age for' food' and groceries, for five towns in 
Queensland, was 1008. In August, 19431 it 
stood at 958 points, a reductwn of 50 pomts 
in the .July-August period. 

JUr. Nicklin: What brought that about? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
E~IPLOYJUENT: The new stabilisation 
scheme. 

Mr. Nicklin: The reductions in the prices 
of tea and. potatoes. 

'fbe SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
E::liPLOYJUENT: Those were some of the 
items. 

JUr. Luckins: An election catch. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOY.lUENT: The result is that a 
definite reduction has been shown in the food 
prices index in this as well as other States 
of the Commonwealth. Certain anomalies 
have been created, it is true. As I pointed 
out such anomalies existed in Great Britain, 
wh~re they have a iprices stabilisation scheme, 
so that adjustments had to be made t_here 
from time to time, and Canada met pr_ecise~y 
the same problems as we are meetmg m 
Australia to-dav. There is evidence of a 
genuine desire by the Commonwealth authori­
ties to adjust anomalies as they occur. 
Recently we had a visit from ?fficers of t?e 
Australian Meat Industry Advisory Commit­
tee in regard to the prices of meat. Certain 
differential prices of meat exist throughout 
the Commonwealth, and immediately the 
matter to which I refer was brought under 
their notice these officials were on the spot. 
We have had an assurance from the Prime 
Minister that an adjustment in the prices 
will be made. 

As time goes on we can expect that the 
prices stabilisation scheme will bring about 
definite results in the cost of living. 

Mr. Muller: No doubt about that-at the 
expense of the grower. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOY:t\IENT: No, not at the expense of 
the grower. 
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lUr. lUuller: My word, it is. 

Tile SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
E~IPLOY~IENT: As I understand the posi­
tion, consideration is given the grower as well 
as the consumer. 

~Ir. Muller: Not much. 

Tile SECRETARY J<'OR LABOUR AND 
EJIPLOYMEN'l': It is being done by a 
unique method. 

lUr. JUacdonald: By the payment of subsi­
dies. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
ElUPLOY~IENT: That is so, by the pay­
ment of subsidies. Instead of allowing the 
increased cost to be added to the price of the 
article the Commonwealth Government have 
adopted the system of subsidising industry, or 
the particular article affected. Consequently, 
the price level will be maintained at a reason­
able point, which is preferable to the upward 
spiralling trend we observed prior to the last 
election. The gain to the community, no 
matter how we may look at it, is that money 
values are not depreciated, investments are 
not depreciated, and budgetary costs are not 
increased. 

Increased budgetary costs were one of the 
greatest obstacles to the Commonwealth 
Government during the last financial year. I 
submitted a list of questions on the point I 
am discussing to the Director of the Bureau 
of Industry and Government Statistician, Mr. 
Colin Clark, to see what was the effect of 
the 16s. increase in the Commonwealth basic 
wage since the war to the employers through­
Dnt the Commonwealth. His reply was that 
the added cost to private employers and 
Governments was £55,000,000. There was no 
occasion for that increased cost. Ho also 
pointed out that the added cost to the Com­
momvealth Budget for the last financial year 
as a result of the increased wages then being 
paid, was £80,000,000. No-one can convince 
me that the subsidy system now being applied 
to hold the price level constant will run into 
£80,000,000. No matter what it runs into, it 
will be profitable to the Commonwealth 
Government and people. 

Mr. Macdonal<l: Not the producers. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYll!ENT: Why not the producers? 
As Professor Copland pointed out in the course 
Df his lecture in Brisbane, he has only to 
submit documentary evidence of price 
increases and the necessary adjustment will 
be made. 

Mr. Macdonald: Do you believe that? 

Tl1e SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
Ell!PLOY~IENT: Every effort is being made 
to accomplish that policy. Whether a suffi­
cient price has been given for certain com­
modities is only a question of viewpoint. At 
least, an attempt is being made to give a 
fair deal to both producers and consumers; 
and no scheme will be successful unless that 
aspect is considered. Immediately a scheme 
has a demoralising effect on the producers of 
any commodity and tends to reduce it to an 

uneconomic level, the producers will cease to 
produce that commodity. 

Mr. ~Iuller: That is happening. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EJIPLOYMENT: That is not happening. 

3Ir . .lUuller: It is happening. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR ANn 
E~IPLOY:~IENT: The great difficulty we 
are up against in Australia to-day is not so 
much uneconomic price levels-it might be so 
in one or two cases-as the insufficiency of 
man-power in primary industries to enable 
production to be maintained. That also is 
being adjusted, according to Press statements, 
by the army's releasing men previously 
employed in primary industries, so that they 
might re-enter them. 

Mr. Nicklin: But the release of man­
power never gets past a Press statement. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOY~!ENT: Possibly the Prime 
Minister finds himself faced with difficulties 
when he makes a move for the release of man­
power from the army-if, for instance, he 
is told by those in authority that it would be 
dangerous to release them at the time. How­
ever, releases are being made of numbers 
that are thought sufficient to relieve the posi­
tion for the time being. 

I feel confident that as time goes on this 
new system of prices stabilisation will bring 
results. As I emphasised earlier, one must 
expect-and this has happened in other coun­
tries throughout the ,_-orld where the system 
has been applied-an adjustment period. 
You have to get over that period and make 
adjustments accordingly. Somebody may be 
hurt during that transition period. 

The publication of what is known as 
''Preliminary Economic Surveys of the 34 
State Employment Exchange Districts" was 
undertaken principally to enable informatiun 
to be supplied to the employment exchange 
boards that are now constituted throughout 
the State. It gives them an idea of the 
economic factors operating in their districts 
and their potentialities, from information 
supplied from the statistical records. A good 
deal of work was entailed in the compilation 
of that document, and it was felt that it 
would be useful to hon. members of this 
Assembly also. Consequently, a copy was 
sent to each of them. Since then it has 
been distributed to one or two other quarters, 
because we have had an unusual demand for 
copies of it. Those >Yho have use for it 
realise that it is the only document of its 
kind in Queensland. No hon. member of this 
Assembly or any other body in the com­
munity could get the information contained 
in that compilation without doing a tremen­
dous amount of work hunting up and corre­
lating statistics. Sir Henry Tizard, a 
scientist visiting Australia on behalf of the 
British Government, saw a copy in the hanils 
of the Governor ancl >Yas so im'pressed with 
its value that he has written asking for a 
copy to be sent to him in London. There 
has been a great demand from university 
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students, and to meet it we sent a Yolume 
to the University library. The Geological 
Department was also supplied with a copy, 
and the Chief Government Geologist ~wrote in 
a complimentary strain thanking us for the 
volume he had received. These are typical 
of the reception it has received from other 
sources. The only adverse note that has been 
struck was by the hon. member for Maree. 

The continuance of the unemployment 
insurance payments is a matter of Govern­
ment policy. It is being done to make 
reasonable provision for the problems that 
will concern us in the post-war period. It 
it felt that with the moneys that are accumu­
lating we can meet any difficulty that is 
likely to arise. I sincerely hope that if the 
organisation I an! in charge of does its work 
thoroughly we shall be able to submit to the 
Government plans and recommendations that 
will enable them to submit to the Common­
wealth National Works Council an adequate 
programme of works and at the same time 
ask for the necessary finance to enable them 
to carry out their programme. If we get 
the assistance that I think will be forth­
coming from the Comnl'onwealth Government, 
we shall be able to carry on here with very 
little unemployment at all. 

At 12.23 p.m., 

Mr. FARRELL (Maryborough) relieved 
the Chairman in the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYMENT: We shall be able to carry 
out one of the objectives of the Act-as near 
as possible to place every man who desires 
to work in employment-but should there be 
a slack period during which we have an 
unemployment problem to face, naturally the 
fund to which the hon. member refers will be 
useful. 

We shall also be in the position under the 
Unemployed Workers Insurance Act to trans­
fer certain of these moneys for the creation of 
employment, that is to say, we can borrow and 
apply them in conjunction with funds so 
raised to the creation of employment, just 
as we did during another period. But the 
main point is that there are no complaints 
from those paying this tax. It is only 6d. 
a week when all is said and done, and who 
misses the 6d. a week~ The contributor knows 
that at some time or other he may be one of 
the victims who will require help, and it is 
rather interesting that although he may con­
tribute at the rate of only 6d. a week, approxi­
mately £1 6s. in the year, should he become 
unemployed, he will probably draw the 
maximum amount allowed under the Act, 
which j~ three times his contributions. Any 
scheme that makeg such a provision is cer­
tainly very wise and a good scheme. It is 
something of advantage to the worker. I 
emphasise that no body but the hon. member 
for Maree has objected to the continuance of 
the collections. 

lUr. Luckins: You had a deputation 
about it. 

Tl!e SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
ElUPLOYJIIENT: I have bad no deputation. 

The workers who are puttting in the money 
are not complaining. A few employers who 
have to pay an additional 6d. a week may be 
grumbling, but the workers in the State 
generally are quite willing to make this con­
tribution. 

I think I have dealt with the main points 
raised by hon. members. Apprenticeship 
comes under another heading, that of the 
Department of Public Instruction, but for 
the benefit of the hon. member for Maree 
I might mention that already a move has 
been made by the Government to see whether 
it is possible to overhaul the whole of the 
system. Much will depend on the recommen­
dations of the committee that will eventually 
be appointed. The fact remains, howevei:, 
that irrespective of what is done and no 
matter what move is made we have to recog­
nise union rights in this matter. These arc 
soundly based and have been recognised for 
a number of years. The main principle 
always brought forward by union represen­
tatives is that one must be careful not to 
bring about such a position that the boy 
puts the father out of a job. Some employers 
would fill their shops with apprentices, thereby 
getting cheap labour, but the result would be 
that many tradesmen and adults working in 
these shops would be put out of a job even­
tually. As time goes on and it is found 
there is need for remodelling the system­
one of the best in Australia-it will be done. 

}fr. TURNER (Kelvin Grove) (12.2& 
p.m.): It is to be regretted that any hon. 
member in this Committee should make such 
a remark as that made by the hon. member 
for Wynnum this morning. He referred to 
departmental inspectors in the same way as 
he referred to them on Friday last. No 
section of officers in the Government service 
are doing a better job than these inspectors 
are doing and have been doing since the 
department was established. I have with me 
a list of the work these gentlemen have done 
in the collection of arrears of wages; for 
instance, when I spoke last on this vote I 
mentioned only one or two, but for the 
benefit of the Committee I will detail the 
arrears of wages these men have been respon­
sible for recovering for employees who had 
been underpaid by unscrupulous employers 
over the past 10 years-
Year ended 30 June. 

1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 

Total 

£ 
6,853 
9,242 

11,999 
12,129 
11,913 
14,75J 
16,225 
17,083 
17,930 
16,609 

9,370 

£144,104 

At the present time, when almost everyone 
able and willing to work is in employmev, .. 
there still remains the unscrupulous employer, 
who will, wherever possible, pay less than the 
award rate. The average over the 10 years 
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is approximately £14,400. The departmental 
inspectors are responsible for collecting these 
arrears of wages. 

~Ir. Macdonald: Not arrears of wages, 
under-payments. 

1\Ir. TURNER: They are arrears of wages 
as well as under-payments, being less than 
the rates prescribed by the awards. If a 
person is entitled to a basic wage of £4 5s. 
a week and receives only £4 a week, then for 
every week that he is paid only the £4 his 
wages go into arrears to the extent of 5s. 
These are deliberate breaches of the award, 
and the unfortunate part of it is that under 
the Act the departmental officers have no 
right to claim more than six months' arrears 
of wages. Actually they can claim only 90 
days, but may make application to the magis­
tl·ates court and the magistrate can award 
the full amount if he so desires, but it has 
been the practice to grant only six months' 
arrears. Only last year the hon. member for 
Brisbane quoted a case in which persons set 
themselves out to defeat an award, with the 
result that the Act had to be amended. Not 
being satisfied to observe the Act in the spirit, 
these persons sought legal advice to evade 
it in the letter, and they succeeded. The Act 
had then to be amended to place a further 
chock in their way. 

Mr. l'\Iuller: Nobody would work for less 
than the award rate to-day. 

:Jir. TURNER: Then why is it that in 
the year ended 30 June last £9,370, was 
collected in arrears of wages~ Most of those 
to whom the wages were due were young 
people who did not know what the award wage 
was. It is only when the inspector goes round 
that these things are discovered. The inspector 
does his job in a very decent way. ~When he 
finds breaches he approaches the employer 
properly and occasionally the arrears are made 
up by the decent employer without further 
ado. Quite often they are the result of 
oversight. 

iUr. Nicklin: It is often misinterpretation 
of the award, is it not~ 

llir. TURNER: Not very often. Occa­
sionally it is, and when I say ''occasionally'' 
I mean that one in 100 would make a mistake, 
and the mistake is rectified immediately the 
inspector points it out. 

(Time expired.) 

Mr. l'\IULLER (Fassifern) (12.33 p.m.) : 
'The. Minister spent a great deal of time in 
endeavouring to justify the present system 
of price-fixation. I am not foolish enough to 
expect that in war-time you can cany on 
without some system of prices adjustment, 
and I see no reason why anybody should be 
permitted to exploit the community for his 
own personal advantage, but if ever there 
was an ill-conceived set of plans it is the 
present system operating throughout Queens­
land and Australia with relation to the 
fixation of prices. Recently we .spent a good 
deal of time in discussing ceiling prices. One 
mistake the Queensland Prices Branch con­
tinues to make is that nothing is done for the 

man who carries meat, for example, or any 
other foodstuff through a boom period and 
releases it during a lean period. This morning 
the Minister endeavoured to reply to the state­
ment by the hon. member for Wynnum about 
potatoes. That is why there are no potatoes 
now. That is why there is no meat now. 
Unless someone will take care of the cattle 
and carry them into the lean periods there 
will continue to be a shortage of meat, and 
no-one will do that unless some provision is 
made for him. The man who fattens cattle 
in }'ebruary, March, April, and May usually 
sells them off immediately afterwards. If no 
provision is made for encouraging him to 
carry them through until September, October, 
and November it is only common sense to 
expect that there will be a shortage at that 
time of the year. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: They have not got any fat cattle. 

I\Ir. MULLER: Why? They sold them 
early. Neither the Minister nor I, if we had 
fat cattle in March, April, or May would 
carry them through until August, September, 
and October if we were going to get no moTe 
money for them. 

Tlle Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: But your cattle fall off during the 
winter months. 

1Ur. MULLER: That is so every year at 
this time. Cattle would be withheld until 
this time of the year only if there was some 
inducement to do it. Some people will do it. 
They would either fatten their stock on feed 
they have cultivated or reduce the numbers to 
carry them through to this period, but the,­
would do that only if they are compensated 
for it. In fact, some did do that and were 
compensated, but when these amateur Prices 
Commissioners began to exercise their powers 
they neglected to do anything for these people, 
with the result that cattle are not being 
carried through. 

My first objection to the price was that 
there was no variation for the different 
periods of the year. If a grower is not tc 
be compensated for carrying his produce 
through from a boom period to a lean period, 
he will not do so, and thus there will be no 
produce for the lean period. That is one 
reason why cattle have gone from Queensland 
to New South Wales in large numbers in 
the early part of the year. The owners knew 
that they could sell their cattle and get the 
ceiling price and that there was no need t0 
carry them on until later in the year in 
order to earn a better price. The result is 
that there a shortage of meat to-day. 

The same applies to every other product. 
The Minister said in reply to the hon. mem­
ber for vVynnum that there were no potatoe.~ 
to-day. Those of us who grow potatoes 
know that we can keep potatoes from the 
potato season until about Sepi·ember and 
October, if we are compensated for it. But 
that is the trouble. The potatoes lose weight, 
and some. of them rot, and if the grower 
is not compensated for keeping them he will 
not do it. For instance, no-one would expect 
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me to hold my potatoes when I can get £16 
a ton for them now, and only £16 a ton if 
I hold them until later, especially as in the 
maantime they are likely to lose weight. 
'l'hat is the weakness of the present arrange­
ment, and it is the cause of the shortage, 
but no provision is made to guard against it. 
The Minister said that these things adjust 
themselves, that if the price was fixed too 
low the producer would cease to produce. 
That is actually what is happening. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: I said that it was a factor that 
\Yould have to be recognised by the price­
fixing authorities. 

Mr. lUULLER: The Minister may put 
whatever construction he likes on it, but 
unless greater consideration is given to this 
aspect of the problem there will be a shortage 
of produce. Only in this morning's paper 
the following report appeared:-

''Drop in Australia's Butter Yield. 
''Canberra, Monday.-A, decrease in 

Australia's butter production is revealed 
in the monthly dairy summary released 
to-day. 

''Production from 1 July to the end of 
August amounted to 15,385 tons-a 
decrease of more than 600 tons compared 
with that for the corresponding period of 
last year, which amounted to 21,878 tons. 

''Production for July this year was 
7,150 tons compared with 10,302 tons in 
July last year. The figure for August this 
year was 8,235 tons, or more than 3,000 
tons below the production for August last 
year. 

''The total cheese production for the 
period from 1 July to the end of August 
amounted to 4,025 tons ·compared with 
5,325 in the corresponding period of last 
year. Production for July was 1,746 tons 
compared with 2,346 in .July last year. The 
August figures were 2,279 compared with 
2,989 in August last year. 

''Queensland's butter production for 
July and August was 3,882 tons, or 3,401 
tons less than for the same period of 
1942.'' 
(Time expired.) 

Vote (Department of Labour and Employ­
ment-Glief Office) agreed to. 

THE CO-ORDINATION OF EMPLOYMENT FACILITIES 
ACT OF ]941. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EJUPLOYlUENT (Hon. T. A. Foley, 
Normanby) (12.39): I move-

'' That £3,596 be granted for 'The 
Co-ordination of Employment Facilities Act 
of 1941.'" 

This Act, which ·was passed in 1941, was 
not proclaimed until 1 October. 1942, and 
then only Parts I., IT., and II:f. wel'e pro­
claimed. The significance of the legislation 
should be apparent to everyone. For 
instance, under the Labour Exchanges Act 
of 1915, which is substantially chanp.:ed by the 

new legislation, the department was con­
cerned only with placing men in employment 
following the receipt of an order for employ­
ment for Government depaTtments, a con­
structing authority, or pTivate employers, and 
so the men were sent to the various jobs in 
accordance with a priority established by the 
Teceipt of ordeTs for such employment. The 
new duties aTe greatly e.nlarged by the new 
Act which requires that a plan shall be 
devised foT the purpose of providing maxi­
mum employment for all workers-civilians, 
returned men, munition workeTs, and otheTs. 

In addition, there is provision foT sub­
mission to the appropriate authorities of 
national works and other suitable projects, 
while with the approval of the Governor in 
Council the State Employment Council can 
collaborate with the Commonwealth Govern­
ment in respect of works generally, particu­
larly in matters of a war and post-war charac­
ter. The Act also provides for the co­
ordination of employment-placing agencies 
controlled by the State and the su11ervision 
o:t' employment exchange board&. The Coun­
cil will also consider recommendations from 
hoards and committees for the encourage­
ment of measures to obtain maximum work 
opportunities, for re-training where necessary 
of returned soldiers, sailors, and airmen, and 
workers generally, the consideration of mat­
ters relating to the spread of employment 
throughout the State, the organisation of the 
labour market, co-operation with the Juvenile 
Employment Bureau, the Apprenticeship 
Executive, and Department of Public Instruc­
tion respecting problems of youth employ­
ment. It also aims by disseminating 
information at improving industrial 
relationships between the workers and 
employers. It will also advise unemployed 
workers of the location of possible employ­
ment, a'nd encourage the establishment of 
mutual welfare committees, &c. Other mat­
tErs coming within the council's purview 
inelude industrial hygiene, the classification 
of occupations, industrial efficiency of the 
community, &c. 

The Committee will see that the duties out­
lined in the measure are very extensive. 
Naturally, they will fully engage the State 
lJmployment Council, which is the central and 
pivotal organisation, together with the com­
mittees establisned by it. It will have a 
great deal to do in the future. For 
instance, Queensland boasts of a high indus­
trin 1 code as compared not only with other 
States, but some other countries. That code 
is of a very high standa'rd. Naturally there 
iq a relationship between it and the organisa­
tion under the Act, and therefore we can 
dcsnibe this new measure as a legislative 
eomplement to our industrial cod·e, because 
good conditions of employment without 
employment itself are of little avail to the 
average man. The main object of the Act 
is as far as possible to improve the 
employment position in the community so 
that workers will be kept in continuous 
work. \Ve . know what conditions have 
pTevailed in the past. From time to time we 
have witnessed men willing to work and 
youths leaving school also willing to work and 
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parents worried over what was going to 
happen to them, and nothing but relief work 
wtts forthcoming. vV e are endeavouring to 
ellange that position. Time alone will tell 
whether it will be possible to d<; so, but 
we are making a genuine attempt to do so. 

The machinery for planning employment for 
the future has already been set up. Co­
ordination is the keynote of the Act. That 
co-ordination will extend to works planning, 
employment agencies, employers and em­
ployees, and other instrumentalities. Our first 
step was to set up the necessary employment 
exchange boards throughout the State. They 
arc doing some very fine work in endeavour­
ing to implement the principle of the right 
to work Only to-day I received a letter 
from a friend of mine who happens to be 
chairman of one of the boards. It is gratify­
ing to read the many useful suggestions con­
tained in the proposals that have already been 
submitted to the State Employment Council. 
The staff, consisting of the Director of 
Employment and one assistant only, are doing 
very effective work, in collaboration with the 
Bureau of Industry and other governmental 
departments in classifying these proposals 
under their proper headings. 'rhe works 
proposals will be brought before the chair­
man of the Works Committee. 

Mr. Luckins: Are those Government 
works~ 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EJ\IPLOYMENT: Government works and 
local-authority works that will be created by 
these organisations. 

Mr. Luckins: Will you control them? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYI\IENT: No. We have endeavoured 
throughout the measure to establish co-ordina­
tion between local authorities and the Govern­
ment When that information is compiled we 
shall be able at least to inform the municipal 
authorities throughout the State as to the 
exent of the employment that it is necessary 
to create in the community to place in employ­
ment those that are seeking it. 

Mr. Macdonald: And you can force them 
to undertake that work, too. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EI\IPLOYMENT: I do not think we shall 
endeavour to do that. We can a't least make 
a recommendation to a local authority that it 
carry out certain work in its locality in con­
junction with governmental work or in con­
junction with some big national work that 
may be going on in the State so that it 
ma"y at least do its little bit towards realising 
the objective I have described-the right to 
work, which is the birthright of every man. 
It is the duty of the Government to endeavour 
hy way of organisation to bring that about. 
Time will tell whether we do an effective job 
of planning and co-ordination between all the 
instrumentalities throughout the State; at 
lEast we can tTy. 

1Ur. Luckins: What if the Commonwealth 
Government conflict with your authority~ 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EI\1PLOYlUENT: There is provision in the 

Act to refer national projects to th<l Common­
wealth Government. I do not think there will 
be much conflict with the Commonwealth 
Government who realise if they are going to 
carry out an effective programme of employ­
ment for the enormous number of men who 
will be seeking work at the end of hostilities, 
they m·ust have the fullest co-operation of 
the various States throughout the Common­
wealth. If we have an efficient planning 
organisation in this State doing effective 
work through the various committees the Com­
monwealth will co-operate with us and we in 
turn will be useful to the Commonwealth in 
placing before it particulars as to the num­
ber of persons in this State who must be 
employed, and in regard to housing, public, 
municipal, and other works, and generally 
the various projects that could be carried out 
if the necessary finance is available. The 
Commonwealth Government will be in a posi­
tion to help State Governments and munici­
palities considerably. 

Jir. Luckins: And private enterprise. 

The SECRETARY POR LABOUR AND 
K'UPLOYI\IENT: And private enterprise, 
yes. I have in mind that a few years ago dur­
ing the depression period, when the .Moore 
Government were in power in this State--

Mr. Luckins: Why bring that up? Can 
you not leave it out~ 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
ElUPLOYMENT: I am not mentioning it 
for propaganda purposes, but I refer to it to 
emphasise that in the last year of the Moore 
Government the Commonwealth Loan Coun­
cil allowed them only £2,500,000 for public 
works. Whether they asked for more or not 
I do not know; but that was the total of the 
amounts allocated to them by the Com·mon­
wealth and the amount available from their 
own resources for expenditure on a public­
works programme in this State. 

lllr. MullHr: The same thing applied 
throughout Australia. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
ElliPLOYMENT: I know that the policy 
during that period was to cut to the bone 
and to restrict purchasing power as far as 
possible. 

The Minister for Transport: False 
economy. 

TIIe SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EI\IPLOY~IENT: In the hope that they 
would be able to balance the budgets of the 
Commonwealth, which was false economy, as 
the Minister for Tra"nsport interjects. It was 
not till later when that policy was altered that 
we found a greater amount being expended 
not only in this State, but by every other 
State, and the Commonwealth, on public works 
designed to create and stimulate employment 
throughout the Commonwealth. If one studies 
tlw Commonwealth Year Book or the Queens­
land statistics, no matter what page one turns 
to, one finds that there was an upward trend 
generally in business and in the share-priee 
index as a result of the new purchasing power 
that was placed in the hands of the workers 
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by way of wages. That policy is now being 
generally recognised by economists in Aus­
tralia, whereas many previously supported the 
opposite policy. 

For instance, the general manager of the 
Bank of New South ·wales, when asked to 
deliver two of the John Murtagh Macrossan 
1ectur~s, advocated practically the same policy 
as has been followed froni 1932 to date. It 
~as been a very successful one. From the 
announcements made by the Prime Minister, 
the Commonwealth Treasurer, and other 
Federal Ministers we can naturally expect 
that the Commonwealth Government will 
make moneys available in the coming peace­
time for employment, just as they were in 
the period of war for the purpose of pro­
ducing the munitions of war. If that is 
so and if we have the organisation neces­
sary to submit our requirem'ents to them, we 
can expect their co-operation in the carry­
ing out ·of a programme that will place the 
maximum number of men in employment in 
this State. On the committees I have 
referred to there are some excellent gentle­
men with the requisite background of experi­
ence. For instance, the Co-ordinator-General 
of Public vVorks, Mr. Kemp, is chairman of 
the Works Committee. Mr. Kemp has an 
excellent team with him and with their 
experience we naturally hope that he will be 
able to submit to the State Employment 
Council a programme that will at least meet 
the requirements of this State. Other gentle­
men connected with State departments are 
in charge of other committees. Mr. 
McCracken, the Public Service Commissioner, 
is chairman of the committee to deal with 
re-employment of returned soldiers, sailors, 
munition workers, and others in the com­
munity. This committee is to deal with the 
re-training of workers also. Mr. Edwards, 
Director-General of Education, is in charge 
of the Youth Employment Committee. Mr. 
Colin Clark, of the Bureau of Industry, 
is in charge of the committee dealing with 
the development of industry, and Mr. Soren­
sen is chairman of the labour committee. 
With the combined experience of these com­
mittees I feel confident in predicting that 
they will render great service to the 
State. At the present time they have not 
reached the stage of making recommenda­
tions to the GoYernment. Their present 
work is exploratory work and collection of 
data. I feel that in time this measure will 
result in much good to the people of this 
community and will be of great assist­
ance to the Commonwealth Government in 
carrying out what is known as the rehabilita­
tion programme in the post-·war period. 

At 2.15 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

lUr. BRAND (Isis): The Minister's 
address this morning indicated quite clearly 
that it was the intention of the Government, 
through its •employment exchange boards 
appointed under the Co-ordination of Employ­
ment Facilities Act, to endeavour to build 
up industries in this State in order to provide 
employment in the post-war years. He 
remarked that we had a high code of indus-

trial cor,ditions here, but that high code was 
of little use if there was no employment for 
the people. I agree with him. It is the 
duty of Parliament to see to it that plans are 
prepared for finding employment for the 
people in the immediate post-war years, and 
so that the good conditions that we claim 
to have may be availed of by a happy and 
contented people. 

Employment is vital if our people are to 
be happy and contented, but I have not heard 
one word from the Minister that would indi­
cate how it is going to be possible to embark 
on the undertakings that have been submitted 
by the various employment exchange boards 
throughout the State. Where is the money 
coming from~ He did say that plans have 
been prepared for submission to the Common­
wealth Government. I should like to know if 
preparations have actually been made for 
undertaking certain works in the event of 
certain happenings. In this country, approxi­
mately 90 per cent. of the people who earn 
wages are employed by private enterprise, 
and I should say that one of the first steps 
towards attaining complete employment in the 
post-war years would be to encourage private 
enterprise to prepare plans for post-war under­
takings. 

lUr. Collins : They are eo-opted · under 
the Act. 

The Attorney-General: Working in co­
operation with the others. 

lUr. BRAND: Now we are hearing some­
thing from two men behind the Minister, 
yet there is nothing on record to show that 
since its inception this department has called 
private industry together with a view to 
encouraging it to prepare post-war plans. 
That has not been done here or anywhere 
else in Australia. It has been done in Great 
Britain and in other British communities, and 
it is important that in post-war planning 
private enterprise should recognise its obliga­
tions to the community. I am wondering 
whe.ther we are going to fool the people on 
this question of co-ordination of industrial 
employment. vVe may fool Parliament, but 
it is not right that we should fool the people. 
vVe have heard that plans for undertakings 
involving an expenditure of £15,000,000 have 
been prepared by another Minister's depart­
ment, but we do not know how it is going to 
be made possible for these undertakings to be 
launched. I only hope that the Minister's 
earnest desire to have these works carried 
out is fulfilled. I understand that already he 
has received suggestions from the employment 
exchange boards in connection with many 
schemes, both large and small, by which 
employment could be created for those who 
will require it in post-war years. All I know 
is that in none of the Estimates of any of the 
departments do we find that any money is 
being made available under any heading that 
will indicate to the people that any useful 
schemes will be established to ensure con­
tinuity of employment. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: You 
would not expect all those items to appear 
on the Estimates now~ 
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Mr. BRAND: The hon. gentleman is 
quite right when he says that I should not 
expect to see all those items on the Estimates 
now, but I would remind him: that apart from 
the salary of the Director and a few members 
of the staff, amounting to a few thousand 
pounds, there is nothing to indicate that 
the Government intend to carry out the many 
projects that have been suggested. There 
are two employment exchange boards cover­
ing a very large area, up to 5,000 square 
miles, in my electorate, and they have sub­
mitted many proposals to the Government. 

JUr. Riordan: You are fortunate; I have 
only one in mine. 

lUr. BRAND: I have two and they have 
submitted a number of proposals. I should 
like to have some inform·ation from the 
Minister that money will be found to carry 
out these works so as to ensure good employ­
ment for the people. There is no use in our 
expecting the Commonwealth Government to 
do the work when we, too, as a State Parlia­
ment, have a responsibility to the people. 
After all, the Commonwealth Government 
have many obligations to the country, but we 
have our responsibility and our obligations, 
and one of them is to see that every man 
who requires work has the opportunity to 
get it when the war is over. Many instru­
mentalities have been set up and they have 
provided employment in this war period 
because they are associated with the defence 
of this country, but when the war is over 
and the work that they are doing now is 
no longer necessary, the real problems will 
arise, and so I appeal to the Minister to 
endeavour to have proposals ready whereby 
these men will be assured of work under good 
conditions with good wages based upon Aus­
tralian industrial standards. Sometimes 1 
wonder whether our much-vaunted working 
conditions are really as good as we claim 
them to be. The Americans who are here 
do not think that they are better than their 
industrial conditions in the United States, but 
on the contrary say that theirs are better 
than ours. 

lUr. Moore: Very few. 

!Ir. BRAND: They contend that their 
conditions are better than ours. This we 
do know, that the wages standard of the 
Americans is twice that in our own country. 
It is our duty as public men to try to lift 
the standard of employment and the con­
ditions relating to employment. I sincerely 
hope that the new organisation. that has been 
set up will fulfil the purpose for which it is 
intended. 

Mr. Theodore: The most important thing 
will be to finance the organisation. 

Mr. BRAND: That is so. As the hon. 
member for Herbert says, we shall require 
finance to carry out these projects. Finance 
will be essential. We cannot give employ­
ment unless we can obtain finance to carry 
out the necessary work. I want to say 
emphatically that the Director of Employ­
ment should at least try to urge upon private 
industry that it has an obligation, just as 

the State has, to plan for the period of post­
war reconstruction, so that private industry 
might expand its capacity and thereby pro­
Yide even a greater measure of employment 
than hitherto. We know that a former mem­
ber of this Parliament was eager to increase 
employment in his own factory and we know 
to what extent he was encouraged by the 
Federal authorities. We know that encour­
agement was withheld from him. 

The Secretary for Public Instruction: 
He was out to make a lot of political propa­
ga.nda. 

)fr. BRAND: Does the hon. gentleman 
by that interjection mean that he supports 
the Federal Govemment in their action in 
denying that right? 

The Secretary for Public Instruction: 
I sav that Mr. Bruco Pie was out to m:ake 
propaganda. 

Mr. BRAND: I was wondering whether 
the hon. gentleman vms, by his interjection, 
standing behind the action of the Federal 
dovernment. 

The CHAIRJIAN: Order! 

Mr. BRAND: I do not think any hon. 
member in this Chamber would endorse the 
treatment meted out to Mr. Bruce Pie, who 
was eager to give employment in Queensland 
to Queensland workers. We are a responsible 
Parliament and should be able to do certain 
things ourselves. When a certain measure 
reacted detrimentally to the State's interests 
recently this Parliament took action, with 
some result, I understand, from reading this 
morning's Press. That is excellent. We are 
a responsible Parliament, and if we take 
action we can obtain som'e relief for the 
people. We must not sit down and take 
what is coming to us. Can we in future 
expect the help we should have from a Federal 
Government who already have refused to 
eo-operate with industries that have endea­
voured to carry 'OUt excellent work for this 
State~ 

I urge the Minister to co-ordinate the 
efforts of private enterprise and State activi­
ties to create employment and thus endeavour 
to reach the goal of providing that measure 
of employment which will give us a contented 
people. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYJIENT (Hon. T. A. Foley, 
Normanby) (2.28 p.m.): I want to point 
out to the hon. member for Isis that in my 
former remarks I purposely emphasised that 
Commonwealth assistance to the State was 
bound up with the scheme of the 
Co-ordination of Employment Facilities Act. 
Co-operation and collaboration with Common­
wealth authorities are contemplated with the 
object of embarking on schemes to provide 
employment, particularly in this State. We 
are looking forward in the post-war era, when 
dealing with the Commonwealth Government, 
to obtaining sufficient funds from the Loan 
Council with which a programme of work can 
be undertaken for the employment of the man-
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power of this State. That was the only link 
with the Commonwealth Government I referred 
to. I feel from the remarks already made by 
Co_m;nonwealth Ministers, including the Prime 
M1mster, that the necessary funds will be 
made available to finance any proper pro­
gramme of works in the post-war period. 

The mere fact that we have representa­
tives of the employers on the 34 employment 
<exchange boards throughout the State and 
on the State E'IDployment Council is sufficient 
evidence of our desire to co-operate ~with 
private industry in post-war planning. 
Naturally, we expect private industry to do 
its part in the creation of employment. I 
might mention that in the United States of 
America 48 States have already created 
work-planning departments. They began 
planning a little ahead of Queensland, and 
they have already reached a point at which 
they have adopted definite plans of work 
and finance for the post-war era. Private 
enterprise, including the General Electric 
Company and other big firms, have already 
contributed to that planning by seeing to it 
that certain commodities they already pro­
duce, in addition to new commodities, will 
be manufactured on an increasing scale in 
the post-war period, thus expanding the 
avenues of employment. I read recentlv that 
a big building corporation has already investi­
gated designs for homes to meet the big 
building progranun·e in the post-war period. 
It has incorporate(] many labour-saving 
devices in these designs with the object of 
bringing the cost within the reach of the 
ordinary man. There we have an example 
of private citizens taking their part in post­
war planning. They realise that they have 
a duty by the people in addition to that of 
improving the revenue returns. I take it 
that private enterprise in this State will also 
adopt some system of planning to provide 
for the period that will follow the cessation 
of hostilities. If they do not and the:: lag 
behind their business will, because of their 
neglect, go to their competitors in other 
States. 

As was pointed out by the hon. member for 
Isis, we have already received from the vari­
ous employment exchange boards-including 
those in his district-some very fine pro­
posals for the extension of existing industries, 
new setttlement, irrigation, the damming of 
rivers, and increasing the population in their 
respective areas. They have submitted also 
projects from municipalities and other sources 
that could be undertaken in their areas. Some 
time ago we already had a public-works pro­
gramme that could not possibly be completed 
in one year, and naturally the task of the 
works committee will be to collate these 
schemes under their proper headings and 
work out a system of priorities. For instance, 
it will be necessary to make up the first year's 
programme for submission to the Chief Sec­
retary, and in doing so it will have to consider 
what works are the most urgent and what 
may be undertaken during the second year 
and so on. As a rPsult of the efforts of 
members of the varions committees in dealing 
with the matters that come under their juris­
diction I think we can confidently look for-

ward to having a programme ready for the 
people of this State when hostilities end. 

The problems will be enormous. One has 
only to visualise the many hundreds of 
thousands of men who will be released from 
the employment they have been following for 
the past few years and who will have to be 
drafted into peace-time employment. It will 
need a tremendous programme. We have 
some knowledge already of what will be 
required to meet certain circumstances and 
we are not jibbing or holding back, we are 
really trying to solve some of the problems 
that we know will confront us. For instance, 
recently we had a submission from Mr. Colin 
Olark, through the Premier, that we should 
go into the question what we can do in the 
post-war period to supply tradesmen for the 
building programme that will confront us. 
Mr. Colin Olark pointed out that before the 
war there were arrears in repairs and build­
ing, although we thought we had sufficient 
tradesmen at that time. Four years of arrears 
have accumulated since the beginning of hos­
tilities, and basing our calculations on the 
demand of previous years, we arrive at an 
estimate of what will be required to meet 
the demands for home-building when peace 
arrives. The arrears of repairs to existing 
buildings throughout the State will run into 
tremendous figures. Factory buildings gene­
rally, for instance, will need repairing or 
renewing. Summing it all up, it is expected 
that we shall require in the vicinity of at 
least 22,000 tradesmen-carpenters painters, 
plumbers, electricians, and others: At the 
beginning of hostilities we had only about 
13.000 to 15,000 tradesmen in this State. 
Where are we going to find the balance~ We 
cannot at the present time because we have 
not got the youth available to improve the 
apprenticeship position or increase the number 
of apprentices in the building trade; and in 
any case, building is not being proceeded with. 
We have to see whether the industrial 
organisations of this State will co-operate, 
as they have co-operated during the war 
period with regard to a system of dilutees, to 
lift unskilled labour to a higher status to 
enable it to take part as tradesmen in the 
new building programme. We have to go 
into the question of what facilities we have at 
our technical colleges and in private industry 
for training men immediately hostilities end 
to bring them up to tradesmen's status so 
that the required number will be available. 
I feel that we shall be able to do something. 
There may be a lag for a while but I feel 
that the industrial organisations will co-oper­
ate with us in trying to solve the problem. 

Eventually we shall be able to meet the posi­
tion that will confront us. There are many 
other similar problems; for instance, the 
arrears of work in our transport system that 
have accumulated during the war period. One 
can point to similar conditions in almost every 
industry that will need some attention or, as 
it were, rejuvenation, to enable them to meet 
the demands that will be placed on them 
during the post-war period. 

I feel that as time goes on the organisation 
that we have established will endeavour to 
cope with many of the problems hon. members 
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are aware must be dealt with. The commit­
tee& and boards are settling down to their 
jcbs. For instance, each committee knows 
exactly the field of exploration in which it has 
to work. A scheme of action was adopted at 
the first meeting of the State Employment 
Council-of course, based on the powers con­
tained in the Act-and each committee knows 
what it has to do, and, as I said, is settling 
down to the task of doing it. Real enthusiasm 
has been displayed by hon. members of the 
House, particularly on this side, in a desire to 
take part in this big scheme. Efforts are being 
made to see to it that they have an oppor­
tunity to play their part in arranging the 
plans necessary to provide employment for 
our people in the future. 

J:Ur. JUassey: Are you giving that oppor­
tunity to members of both sides of the House~ 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOY~IENT: Up to the present, 
requests have come from members on this side 
only. If hon. members opposite f@el that they 
want to take part in this work and make a 
request, the matter will receive consideration. 

The hon. member for Isis can rest assured 
that this organisation will, with the powers 
conferred on it, do its best to meet all the 
difficulties that we are aware will confront us, 
and there is confidence that in the near future 
we shall have something tangible with which 
the Government will be ready to cope with the 
problems of the post-war period. 

~Ir. LUC.KINS (Maree) (2.42 p.m.): I 
should like to ask the Minister what he pro­
poses to do in the meantime with the item 
''Contingencies, £2,000.'' This is a rather 
large amount in comparison with the amount 
of £1,596 for salaries and wages. The hon. 
gentleman sang a great song about proposals 
and the interest of people in employment in 
the post-war period of Queensland, but I 
remind him that under an Act passed by the 
Parliament of this State, provision has 
already been made for industry. I refer to 
the Bureau of Industry Act. The Act the 
hon. gentleman has been talking about is 
merely taking from one department that has 
the necessary facilities to act and creating 
another, which I cannot see will serve any 
more useful purpose than was served by the 
Bureau of Industry. That was a wonderful 
institution in supporting private industry by 
financing operations in Queensland. It 
worked very successfully. It is time the 
Government c·atered more for private industry 
than by giving it the knock-backs it has been 
receiving by way of legislation over the past 
few years. 

The Minister is also broadcasting what the 
Government are proposing to do in housing 
schemes. Many problems have to be solved 
in the housing of our community. Nothing 
is more acceptable to a worker than a Teason­
able home in which to rear his children under 
reasonable conditions. I spoke on this matter 
some time ago in the debate on the Address 
in Reply, and was told that there was a State 
department administering the building of 
workers' dwellings and workers' hQmes. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

~Ir. LUC.KINS: As the Minister men­
tioned the housing scheme, I should like to 
draw his attention to the departments that 
have been provided by law to provide these 
facilities at the present time, and the crea­
tion of this new department and loading it 
with a number of officials will mean an 
increased cost to the State. The department 
administering workers' dwellings could deal 
with the building of homes for the workers. 
I think this is just an instance of the thing 
about which the Minister and the Labour 
Party are chiefly concerned-the socialisation 
of this State. If the Minister is fair, he will 
tell us that this Government have the urge to 
socialise most things. We know private enter­
prise has built up this State, and the workers 
have received a fairly good deal from private 
enterprise. The Minister's sugar-coated pro­
posal is nothing more nor less than a new 
form of State enterprises fTom which this 
State has suffered to the extent of losing 
£5,000,000. 

I can see that the Labour Party have it 
in mind to ''have another go'' at this form 
of enterprise and show the public that they 
still maintain tb,at socialisation is essential 
-and it is, of course, part of their platform. 
I counsel the Minister to go very carefully 
wrth this proposal and to take the leaders 
of industry in this State into his confidence, 
so that he may have the benefit of drawing 
from their vast storehouse of experience 
and so avoid a recurrence of what happened 
in State enterprises of earlier years when 
the taxpayers of Queensland were called 
upon to foot the bill after the disastrous 
ending of many unhappy ventures. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYlUENT (Hon. T. A. Foley, 
Normanby) (2.46 p.m.): Answering the hon. 
member's question with respect to contin­
gencies, I should like to say that although 
£:!,000 was alloc-ated for this purpose last 
year, only £378 was expended. The boards 
began operations late in the year. This year 
we expect to have a full year's operations, 
and we think that £2,000 will be adequate to 
meet any likely contingencies. For the hon. 
member's information, let me say that there 
are such things as car hire, Commonwealth 
pay-roll tax, equipment, incidentals, motor-car 
allo\Yance, ne>Yspapers and journals, overtime, 
postages, printing and stationery, railway 
fares, special service allowances, telephones, 
tram fares, and travelling expenses. The only 
fees that are being paid to members of this 
huge organisation are travelling expenses. 
Last year only £23 was spent under this head­
ing. At this stage we do not know exactly 
what the contingencies will be, but £2,000 is 
being made available for this purpose. I 
might say that under the regulations, travel­
ling expenses and no other fees will be paid 
to members of the employment exehange 
boards or the State Employment Council. 

Mr. Edwards: How many are in the 
organisation nowW 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
E.iUPLOY:~IENT: At present we have on 
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the s~aff 3:n acting dire_ct~r of employment 
and Ins ass1stant, and it 1s mtended to obtain 
a clerk and clerk-typist for this finandal year. 
There are only two on the staff at the present 
time, and I can assure any hon. member who 
cares to make an inspection that he will find 
that a tremendous amount of work has been 
done by tl1ese two men. They know their jobs 
and they are enthusiastic. 

So far as the hon. member's other remarks 
are concerned, he is merely endeavouring to 
find a nigger in the wood-pile. I assure him 
that there is no nigger in the wood-pile but 
that this is a genuine attempt by the State 
to do the right thing and to be prepared for 
the post-war period, and at least l1e should 
give ns credit for that. Later, after the 
committees have had time to deal with some 
o_f the works that come within their jurisdic­
tion, we shall be able to say whether they 
have done their work faithfully and well or 
whether they have neglected their duty. 

.illr. Luckins: What about the Bureau of 
Industry~ 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
ElUPLOYlUENT: It is carrying out very 
effective work at the present time, and is 
collabO'rating with this department to the 
fullest possible extent. Much of the work of 
compiling statistics and preparing the record 
that the hon. member said was such a waste 
c,f time was done by the Bureau of Industry. 

The whole idea behind this legislation is 
the c-o-ordination of effort-tile co-ordinaton 
of the various departments in preparing for 
the post-war period. 

Mr. Luckins: Are you going to carry 
that out with the returned soldiers who are 
here now~ 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYMENT: We have not been called 
upon as yet to deal with the employment of 
rtturned soldiers. The Commonwealth Govern­
ment have taken that task upon themselves, 
and up to date they have been able to place 
all returned men either in war industries or 
undertakings associated with war production, 
and they have been able to do that without 
any help. We are playing our part through 
the officers who have been seconded to the 
Commonwealth service from the State employ­
ment exchanges. 

I feel confident that hon. members realise 
that it is too early to expect a cut and dried 
plan to be presented. These things take time, 
they take weeks. Many problems will have 
to be tackled calling for weeks and weeks 
of hard work and research by the various 
officers who will later have to collaborate with 
experts on the various questions before any 
permanent opinion can be formed as to what 
line of action is necessary. It is not to be 
expected that a cut and dried post-war plan 
can be presented to Parliament in a few 
months, and I am surprised that hon. members 
should suggest that it can be done. 

~[r. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (2.52 p.m.): 
The sum of £3,596, which we are asked to 
appropriate in this vote, is not a great amount 
of money but the work this sub-department is 

undertaking, is surposed to undertake :md 
will undartake in the future according to the 
Minister, is very great, and no doubt we 
shall see considerably larger sums tlum the 
present one on the Estimates for this purpose 
in the future. 

Hon. members conversing in loud tones-

Tl!e CHAIRMAN: Order! There is 
altogether too much noise in the Committee. 
I ask that the Leader of the Opposition be 
allowed to make his speech without 
interruption. 

Honourable }I embers: Hear, hear! 

.il!r. .NICKLIN: It is two years since 
Parliament passed the Co-ordination of 
Employment Facilities Act, but judging by 
the flourish of trumpets with which it was 
introduced--

The Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: I was quite modest. 

}fr. NICKLIN: I remember the hon. 
gentleman speaking here for goodness knows 
how many hours and on the least possible 
excuse he would get up and point out the 
,-irtues of the Act. Exactly what has hap­
pened since tha Act was passed~ Up to date, 
we have had the appointment of a number 
of committees, but not one of them has yet 
presented a report showing what it has done 
or what findings it has arrived at. If the 
committees are to be of any value, then they 
should present an annual report to Parlia­
ment so that Parliament <'an examine the 
work they are doing and judge of the merits 
of the projects which they suggest should be 
recommended to the Minister. If we cannot 
get those reports, what value will the com­
mittees be1 The Act has a high-sounding 
title, but we have become used to tha titles 
given to legislation introduced by the Minister. 
The Co-ordination of Employment Facilities 
is an appropriate name for the job I take it 
these committees are to undertake, but we 
do not want highfalutin names; we do not 
want secret committees; what we want is 
information and action, particularly action. 
The only action we have had up to date in 
connection with this Act has been the pre­
sentation to hon. members and to other people 
interested of a compilation of statistics for 
the areas in which the boards operate. These 
statistics are interesting to read, but I ques­
tion their value very much. For instance, 
they are based on the 1933 census, ten years 
old, and are brought up to date by a process 
of reckoning that may or may not be correct. 
However, I am not a great deal concerned 
about that because they are to a certain 
extent a guide to the committees and boards 
in the various parts of the State, but 
they are of no real value up to date. The 
committees of the council are under the chair­
manship of particularly capable men. For 
instance, the Works Committee is under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Kemp, and where could 
you get a better man for the job than 
Mr. Kemp~ However, he has innumerable 
jobs to do at present; in fact, he is doing 
more work than one man should be expected 
to do, and I say without hesitation there is 
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no other public servant in the State who has 
the capacity to undertake the great amount 
of work Mr. Kemp is doing to-day. However, 
when he is relieved of his present war-time 
responsibilities, he will be able to give atten­
tion to the work of the important committee 
of which he is the chairman. 

The Minister mentioned that these com­
mittees had made various investigations, but 
what can we see of their work up to date~ 
If we examine the Financial Statement pre­
sented to Parliament by the Treasurer we find 
that the Government's outlook revolves 
entirely round a system of public works in 
the post-war reconstruction period. If that 
is the outlook of the Government it will not, 
I say definitely, bring about the development 
of this State as we should like. There is a 
definite place for private enterprise in post­
war development of this State. Individual 
enterprise and effort will be required then, 
but unfortunately the Government have not 
taken that fact into account; if they have, 
they have kept it dark. The only thing they 
have brought to light so far is the policy of 
a system of public works. Public works are 
necessary, but they are not the be-all and 
·end-all in post-war rehabilitation. They are 
subsidiary to the industry of the people. We 
should build our policy of post-war recon­
struction round a properly planned and 
eo-ordinated system of public works to help 
and encourage individual enterprise. After 
all, has the State through its efforts in con­
structing public works been responsible for 
the entire development of Queensland up to 
the present time W Emphatically no. Without 
individual effort and enterprise Queensland 
would not have been developed as it is at 
present. We have to recognise this fact if we 
are to bring about a properly planned and 
eo-ordinated policy for reconstruction. 

I am very disappointed to think that the 
Minister, in his many speeches-he has made 
three already and probably will make another 
three or four before the vote is passed-has 
made no mention about the part individual 
·enterprise is to play in the post-war recon­
struction period. A committee for the 
encouragement of industry has been estab­
lished under the chairmanship of Mr. Colin 
Clark. What has that committee done up to 
date~ What investigations has it madeW No 
doubt it has made some investigations, but 
why keep them secret? Under the Co-ordina­
tion of Employment Facilities Act these com­
mittees have some responsibility not only to 
the Government but to this Parliament. 
Theref.ore, they should make public reports, 
reports available to this Parliament, to give 
hon. members an opportunity of examining 
the results of their work when the relevant 
vote is being considered. I emphasise again, 
and emphasise very strongly, that these com­
mittees should publish an annual report of 
their investigations for the benefit of Parlia­
ment. 

We have also heard very little from the 
Minister as to what has been clone up to the 
present for the rehabilitation of members of 
our fighting services in civilian life following 
the declaration of peace. As you know, Mr. 
Brassington, an amendment submitted by the 

Opposition was included in this Act so that 
this might be duly taken into account. This 
is something that should be considered at the 
moment. Hon. members are entitled to know 
what progress is being made by the various 
sub-committees operating under this Act. 
During this session I asked the Minister a 
question to which he gave a negative reply. 
I should certainly like to know just what is 
being done by any sub-committee or by the 
Minister in accordance with the Act in con­
nection with this particularly important 
question of the rehabilitation of our returned 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and women. 

The Government have appointed members 
of their own party to the various sub-com­
mittees acting under the Co-ordinatiol'l of 
Employment Facilities Act. Do hon. members 
opposite claim to have all the knowledge 
necessary to deal with this important subject~ 
Although the numerical strength of the 
Opposition is small there are nevertheless one 
or two of its members who are entitled to 
appointment on these committees. 

A Government Member: You did not ask 
for representation. 

Mr. NICKLIN: There is no provision in 
the Act that I could find t;hat enables mem­
bers of Parliament to be included in those 
committees; if there is, no doubt the Oppo­
sition will be well to the< fore in asking for 
due reeognition. But is this Co-ordination of 
Employment Facilities Act going to be a 
political AcH That is what it looks like at 
tl)e present time, because only one section of 
political thought appears on the sub-commit­
tees. If it is to be something for the benefit 
of the State, and if members of Parliament 
are to be included on those committees, all 
political sections should have equal rights and 
should be appointe.d on an equal basis to serve 
on these committees. Otherwise members 
of the Government will find it difficult to 
convince the people that this Act is for the 
benefit of the State. rather than somethinO' 
introduced for their own political ends. "' 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYlUENT (Hon. T. A. Foley, 
Normanby) (3.5 p.m.): The attitude of the 
Opposition on this matter appears to be quite 
in keeping with the expressions of the hon. 
membe.r for Hamilton as they were given to 
''Truth'' newspaper during the week-end. In 
the course of his remarks about the ideal 
party, the hon. member for Hamilton had 
this to say-

'' The Opposition, as it is constituted at 
ptesent, does not move with the times. It 
opposes social welfare legislation automatic­
ally; it resists industrial welfare legislation 
out of hand, no matter what its merits 
may be. It has the anti-Labour complex 
so developed that it lacks perspective and 
proportion in its pre-conceived notions of 
what Labour should have. Its attitude 
to unemployment and relief legislation in 
the depression typifies its unprogressive out­
look, its outmoded ideas.'' 

There you have the impression of the hon. 
member for Hamilton before he entered Par­
liament at all, and here he is sitting on the 
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cross benches listening to the Opposition tak­
ing up exactly the attitude that he says they 
took up on most questions of social welfare 
or anything in the interests of the people. 
They adopt an attitude of pettifogging criti­
cism of this legislation. They know it takes 
time-not merely a month, but many months 
-to investigate many of the problems that 
need investigation, to enable some practical 
plan to be evolved for the post->vm· peTiod. 
Even Mr. Chifley, some time after he was 
appointed Minister for Post-war Recon­
struction, pointed out that notwithstanding 
that a number of commissions and com­
mittees had been appointed to collect infor­
mation, it would be many months before this 
information would be available to enable 
plans to be prepared. The same thing applies 
to the Co-ordination of Employment Facili­
ties Act. Unfortunately, we delayed one year 
during which we could have done much useful 
work, and since the Act was proclaimed, much 
of the time has been taken up with the election 
of representatives and the laying down of 
the necessary machinery. As I have pointed 
out earlier, this preliminary work has been 
overtaken, and committees have been 
formed and are getting down to business to 
do the work entrusted to them. As time goes 
on, I can assure the hon. member there will 
be no secret in regard to the work that is 
being done; that information will be avail­
able to all hon. members. 

Mr. DECKER {Sandgate) {3.8 p.m.): I 
am of opinion that the Co-ordination ?f 
Employment Facilities Act has been trans­
formed into a political Act. We remember 
that when the Bill was brought down hon. 
members opposite said it was an urgent mea­
sure to prepare for post-war reconstruction; 
but as the Minister said, it was allowed to 
rest for nearly a year; and now it is revived 
on the eve of. an eleetion. What worries the 
Committee more than anything else is that 
10 members of the Government are placed 
on the committees. 

We are just as keen as the Government on 
this matter, but the Opposition have been 
altogether ignored. If we had the oppor­
tunity of being represented on these com­
mittees, we should be able to give valuable 
help. It is time, too, that a report was pre­
sented showing what ha's be<Jn accomplished 
by the committees. There is, of course, a 
re,ason for not having members of the Opposi­
tion on that committee, and it is that if we 
were on it we should know exactly how far 
the work has advanced. Apparently they have 
not yet got beyond the talking stage. The 
Secretary for Public Lands put forwa'rd a 
programme the other day. vVe know that his 
department deals particularly with irrigation, 
land settlement, and reforestation, but the 
hon. gentleman was able to tell us only that 
plans were put forwa'rd as regards irriga­
tion projects. We on this side have always 
made suggestions. When the Estimates for 
that department were under consideration we 
pointed out the value of reforestation in post­
war reconstruction. We also dealt with land 
settlement and irrigation. As a matter of 
fact, we drew attention to the important 
role that this department would play in post-

war rehabilitation, but we now find that under 
this .\.et boards are established in all parts 
of the State to do exactly the same kind 
of work as is being done by local authorities 
and Government departments. 

ln all this work private enterprise is left 
out of consideration completely. No post-war 
planning tl1at excludes private enterprise is 
rumplete. Private enterprise must be main­
tHined in addition to public works, so tha't 
m.- can co-ordinate our efforts to bring into 
being something really worth while. When 
this Act was before the House it was pointed 
out forcibly that Queensland could not act 
alone, but Queensland has been determined to 
act alone. 'I'he Act has be<Jn put into effect 
in certain respects, particularly with regard 
to the committees, and this was not done with 
Commonwf'alth consent. The Commonwealth 
Government intervened, and as a result we 
find that certain persons are working for the 
Commonwealth in the work of post-war recon­
struction, and in addition these little secret 
committees are at work, but so fa'r nothing 
trmgible has resulted. Apparently they are 
vmrking in opposition to the Commonwealth, 
because if they were working in harmony 
schemes would have been brought forward by 
the Commonwealth. I agree with the J ... eader 
of th<J Opposition that hon. members on this 
side are keenly interested in the welfare of 
the people of this State, particula'rly in regard 
j o post-war reconstruction, but apparently the 
Government are implementing this scheme as 
pre-election propaganda and not for the 
interest of the State. 

Mr. MULLER {Fassifern) {3.13 p.m.): I 
have listened to the post-war proposals out­
lined by the Minister. Although I concede 
that there may be some necessity to embark 
upon a vigorous policy of work for the days 
that will follow this war, this Parliament 
must remember aft<Jr all that public works 
will not solve the problem. It may be neces­
sary during the slack period immediately fol­
lowing the d<Jmobilisation of troops to embark 
on a policy of public works, but as far as I 
can ga'ther the Government have not up to the 
present given any consideration to ways and 
means of expanding industry. We must 
remember, too, that public works must be paid 
for. They will b€ a charge on the com­
munity. In other words, they will be a charge 
on industry; and to enable industry to carry 
its responsibility, the Minister must realise 
that one cannot live by a: policy of inflation 
for all time. One may be able to do th<Jse 
things by inflationary methods for a period. 
The Commonwealth Treasurer has promised 
that money will be found for post-war recon­
struction, just as it has been for the prose­
cution of th€ war. · It is not a bit of use 
being silly and pulling our own legs, thinking 
we ca'n RO on for all time with a policy of that 
kind. We certainly must raise the necessary 
money to prosecute the war, and in post-war 
days we might be obliged to find some mon<Jy 
for reconstruction, too. Therefore, let us be 
honest with ourselves. After all, the only 
prosperitv that can exist is that which will 
be create'd first of all by primary production, 
and secondly by the establishment and <Jxpan­
sion of secondary industries. 
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The Minister has used many high-sounding 
phrases and words, such as ' ' co-operation'' 
and ''co-ordination.'' After all, what do they 
mean? With whom will we co-operate, or 
what will we co-ordinate if we have not any 
industries~ It will mean we shall co-operate 
and co-ordinate to starve for all time. 
Inflation is not going to get us over the 
difficulty. 

I was sufficiently interested to look up a 
remark made by the Minister on 30 N ovem­
ber, 1931:-

,' Our objective is the socialisation of 
the means of production, distribution, and 
exchange. That is the only objective that 
will achieve social justice for the people.' ' 

That statement is reported in '' Hansard.'' 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ. 
ment: There is nothing wrong with that 
statement. It is a good statement. 

Mr. MULLER: And it fits in with this 
co-operation and co-ordination policy we hear 
so much about to-day. What does '' co-opera­
tion and co-ordination'' mean~ I believe that 
the Minister's interpretation of it is that it 
means socialisation, and there are many people 
throughout Australia who are taking advan­
tage of the war situation for the purpose of 
carrying out a policy of socialisation. 

Then we find that the responsibility is 
thrown on the local authorities. It has been 
stated here that no member of the Opposition 
has been appointed to take part in these inves­
tigations. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: The 
Premier made the offer to you, you know. 

Mr. MULLER: I am not worried about 
our not being on the committees. I can 
only assume that the reason why no hon. 
member on this side has been appointed is that 
in the election campaign we shall not be able 
to go out and join forces with the committee 
a'nd say, "We advocated the expenditure of 
certain sums of money on this, that, or the 
other thing.'' 

Much has been said about the proposals 
that have been submitted by the committees 
that have been appointed, but one cannot read 
the reports without being highly amused. The 
usual thing has happened. Committees are 
invited to submit proposals, they submit them, 
a'nd in some cases they put forward the most 
ridiculous proposals in the world. And they 
are being encouraged to do that under such a 
system. The Minister stated, too, that the 
industries that supplied materials for post-war 
work will be required to compete for the busi­
ness, otherwise the orders might go to the 
other States. In my opinion this system is 
so unsound that it cannot be carried out. It 
might fill the bill for a couple of weeks, a 
couple of months, or even a couple of years, 
but it must ha've something solid, some real 
wealth behind it, otherwise it will fail. It 
cannot live on the mere issue of notes from 
time to time. That will not get us out of 
our trouble, nor will it place in employment 
the boys who return from the fighting ser­
vices. ·what is required is to expand private 
industry, but the Government are not pre-

pared to do that. This mere inviting of pro­
pomls that do not fit in or make for the 
stability of industry is economically 
unsound. 

lUr. JESSON (Kennedy) (3.20 p.m.): The 
hon. member for Fassifern does not know what 
he is talking about. Evidently what the Lord 
Mayor said about the Opposition some time 
a!;·o is conect. I can remember that last year 
or the year before, when the Co-ordination 
of :Employment :B'acilities Bill was brought 
dcwn, the hon. member for :B'asslfern voted 
for it. 'l'he Minister has given a complete 
review of the position, and the statements 
made by hon. members opposite to-day prove 
conclusively that they are too lazy even to 
read the reports issued in connection with the 
matter. A special committee was set up to­
investigate industry with a view to the expan­
sion, and decentralisation of industry, but evi­
dbntly hon. members have not read this com­
mittee's report, which proves conclusively that 
what people have said about the Opposition 
is correct, that they are too lazy or too tired 
to do the job. 

Tile Secretary for Public Lands: Who 
said that~ 

llir. JESSON: The Lord Mayor. 

Mr. Chandler: They are not the only 
ones, either. 

The CHAIR~IAN: Order! I remind hon. 
members that the question before t\he 
Committee is the Co-ordination of Employ­
ment Facilities Act. 

Mr. JESSON: I realise that, and I am 
merely replying to the criticism by hon. 
members opposite of the Government's policy 
of co-ordination in preparing post-war plans. 
The hon. member for Fassifern tried 
deliberately to mislead the public and the new 
hon. member of this Committee into believ­
ing that this Government have done nothing 
for the expansion of industry. 

There is a committee consisting of Mr. 
Kemp and Mr. McCracken, and including rep­
resentatives of the business community to 
deal with the expansion of industry. 

lUr. Nicldin: Who is the chairman? 

Mr. JESSON: Mr. Kemp. It is certainly 
very important. I am not on the com­
mittee and so I do not know for certain 
who is the chairman, but this I do know, that 
the committee has been appointed. A 
voluminous report was prepared and the 
whole organisation has been established on 
a very sound basis and it will be the means 
of providing a greater measme of security 
than ever befor.e contemplated for the people 
and for those who return from the war. 
Queensland was the first State in the Com­
monwealth tO' lay down a basis for post-war 
planning. 

lUr. ll'fuHer: To talk about it. 

}fr. JE§SO~: No, not talk about it. The 
work has gone on month after month. You, 
Mr. Brassington, are the secretary of the 
parliamentary committee set up to consider 
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this aspect of our national life and you kno·w 
that committee has devoted hours and hours 
of hard work _to the investigation of plans 
for the expansiOns of industry and fol' puh-
1ic works. When a member of a butter board 
whose time is mostly occupied in other direc­
tions comes into this Chamber and tries to 
mislead the people and this Parliament on 
matters of vital concern to the Government 
he has very little to do. 

Vote (The Co-ordination of Employment 
Facilities Act of 1941) agreed to. 

INDUSTRIAL COURT. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR ANll 
ETlliPLOYlUEN'I.' (Hon. T. A. Foley, 
Normanby) (3.23 p.m.): I move-

'' That £8,326 be granted for 'Industrial 
Court'.'' 

After providing for automatic increases and 
increase in the basic wage the amount fer 
salaries, £6,306, represents an increase of £91 
over the amount voted last year of £6,Sl5. 
Contingencies absorb £2,020, or £168 less than 
the amount voted last year. The travelling 
expenses show a small increase of £32 while 
raihyay fares and freights, printing and 
statiOnery, show a decrease of £200. Fees 
to witnesses remain at the same amount as 
last year, that is, £20. During the year there 
were 160 applications for new awards varia­
tions, d·ecisions or interpretations ~nd lfl 
applications for compulsory conferences and 
references to disputes. Some particularly fine 
work has been carried out by the court in 
connection with these industrial conferences 
especially when we know that their settlement 
saved the State a considerable amount of 
expen_se th3;t woul:J have been incurred by 
the drslocatwn of mdustry that might other­
wise have followed. 

There hav.e been 16 appeals from the 
decisions of industrial magistrates under the 
Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act 
and 10 in connection with workers' compensa­
tion under the Workers' Compensation Act. 
''There were six applications for injunctions 
:and restraint orders and nine under the head­
ing of miscellaneo·us applications. Forty-four 
industrial agreements were registered and 
there was one application for the registration 
of an industrial union. 

Generally, it can be conceded that as the 
;result of the splendid work of the Industrial 
Court during the last financial year that 
period has been one of the freest, recently, 
from industrial disputes. During 1942 there 
were only six industrial disputes resulting in 
a direct loss of work of 370 days with a total 
loss of wages amounting to only £2,145. When 
we compare that loss with the 552 disputes in 
New South Wales and the disputes in the 
other States we can pride ourselves on our 
industrial law for its very effective work in 
giving a great measure of industrial content­
ment to our working population. 

lUr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (3.27 p.m.): 
I agree with the Minister that the Queensland 
Industrial Comt is carrying out its duties 
well. That is particularly noticeable in the 
expedition with which it has dealt with appli-

cations made to it and the way in >Yhich it has 
handled some extremely difficult industrial 
situations. 

Since March, 1942, the court has adopted 
the practice of making quarterly adjust­
ments in the basic wage, as the Federal Court 
does on the cost-of-living figures of the pre­
vious quarter. This, of course, is the fairest 
way, as it considerably reduces the time Jag 
between the declaration and a rise or fall in 
the cost of living. Nevertheless, it must 
entail a considerable amount of extra work, 
not only in adjusting the basic wage, but in 
adjusting all the awards based on it. I am 
doubtful whether our much-boasted judicial 
method is better than the more practical 
method adopted in other States. However, 
all political parties are committed to a policy 
of the impartial determination of wages and 
conditions of employment. The one thing 
that should be avoided is the creation of any 
impression that party politics enter into the 
matter. The idea is being fostered in the 
community, largely and regrettably, Mr. 
Brassington, by irresponsible members on the 
Government side of the Committee, that the 
maintenance of a high basic wage depends on 
having a Labour Government in power. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: There 
is a good deal of truth in that statement, 
because the legislation passed by the Moore 
Government prohibited the court from giving 
a decent wage. 

JUr. NICKJ"IN: I am surprised to hear 
the Minister make that statement, for after 
all in doing so he is passing a reflection on 
the court. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: No; the 
court gives its interpretations in accordance 
with the law. 

The Attorney-General: A prominent 
member of the Moore Government said his 
Government had ringbarked the court. 

Mr. NICKLIN: Hon. members of this 
Chamber have been dealt with for making 
reflections on the court. I suggest that the 
Minister be careful, otherwise he might be 
dealt with for reflecting on the impartiality 
of the court. 

The CI!AIRUAN: Order! 

lUr. NICKLIN: This idea that Labour is 
entirely responsible for any rise in the basic 
wage is quite erroneous. If it were so, it 
would mean that the court was neither inde­
pendent nor impartial, but was influenced by 
party-political considerations. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: The 
court has to make its determinations accord­
ing to the law. 

Tlle Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: It is not restricted, as it was by 
the Moore Government. 

lUr. NICKLIN: The hon. gentleman says 
that the court is not restricted. In 1922 
some hon. gentlemen now sitting on the front 
Government benches were members of the 
Government party that passed the Salaries 
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Act, imposing a reduction of 5 per cent. on 
Government employees receiving £300 a year 
and over. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: That 
was a decision of Parliament. 

. Mr. NICKLIN: yet hon. members oppo­
site have the tementy to say that the Moore 
Government interfered with the Industrial 
Court. In 1922 a specific percentage was 
taken from .all Government employees earning 
over a specific amount by the Government of 
the day that was supported by a number of 
hon. members now sitting on the front 
Government benches. The reduction was 
restored in 1925, but only after there had 
been a railway strike and the passing of the 
Basic Wage Act. The members of the Govern­
ment at the time then raised the salaries of 
members of Parliament from £500 to £750 
per year. They evidently wanted a little bit 
to come their way, too, as well as to give a 
little to the workers. 

Unfortunately the impression created in the 
community by some hon. members opposite 
that the ~overnment were responsible for 
any wage mcreases was strengthened by the 
f~ct thll;t two increa~es in the basic wage coin­
crded with two electrons in this State namely 
those of 1938 and 1941. In 1938 an' increas~ 
of 3s. a week was made the day before the 
elec~ion, and in 1941 just after the election. 
It IS strange that things like that happen. 
No doubt this idea, which some hon. members 
opposite endeavour to foster in the minds of 
the community, meets with some credence 
from the unthinking members of the com­
munity. Unfortunately, when in the ordinary 
~ourse, the cour~ was forced to reduce wages 
m accorda~ce w1th the cost of living figures, 
the reduction was used for party-political 
purposes. Such epithets as ''wage-slashers'' 
and '' baby-starvers,'' and others were flung 
across at members on this side of the 
Chamber. 

Tile Secretary for Public Works: Ring­
barkers. 

Mr. NICKLIN: Ring barking the Indus­
trial Court, and things of that kind. What 
is the position of hon. members opposite 
to-day~ Hon. members on this side were 
accused of wage-slashing at that time but 
what is the position to-day~ We find,' as a 
result of the reduction in the cost of living 
the Federal Court of Conciliation and Arbitra­
tion yesterday reduced the Federal basic wage 
of this State by 1s., and if the State court 
follows the Federal court-as it has done 
during the last quarter or two-there will 
probably be a reduction in the basic wage of 
1s. in this State. That is only correct because 
the court is working on the cost!of-living 
figures and the procedure laid down in the 
A~t. It i~ an impartial tribunal set up hy 
this Parliament to deal with industrial 
matters. If it could be got at or influenced, 
it would not be fit to occupy the high position 
it does . 

.IUr. Power: You remember what Mac­
groartJ said~ 

JUr. NICKLIN: I do not hold with that 
for one moment and I should not think of 

accusing hon. members opposite of being 
wage-slashers or baby-starvers if a reduction 
was made by the Industrial Court on account 
of the cost of living. Actually, the facts of 
the case can never justify statements of that 
kind, because the court is set up to do a job 
impartially and according to the evidence sub­
mitted to it, the cost-of-living figures and 
whatever other statistics it uses to arrive at 
a decision. In 1932, according to the facts 
placed before the court, it reduced the basic: 
wage in this State, and the Government ir 
power were accused of being wage-slasher 
and baby-starvers. 

'flie Secretary for Public Works: They 
were, too. 

'l'he Secretary for Public Instruction: Of 
course they were. 

Mr. NICKLIN: Two Ministers are reflect­
ing on the integrity of the Queensland Indus­
trial Court. That is what it means. 

The Secretary for Public Instruction: We 
were lucky to win in 1932, because the people 
were so poor they could hardly get to the 
polls. 

Mr. NICKLIN: We heard that before. 
Irrespective of that, hon. members oppositA· 
accused the Government of that day of beinj;, 
wage-slashers and baby-starvers when th~ 
Industrial Court made a reduction in the 
basic wage, but I did not expect Ministers 
of the Crown to make the allegation that they 
have made. If in the course of the next 
few days there is a reduction in the basic 
wage, brought about by the election promise 
of a reduction in the price of tea and potatoes, 
far be it for me or any other hon. member 
on this side of the Committee to accuse hon. 
members opposite of being wage-slashers or 
baby-starvers. If the court, carrying out its 
duty fairly and impartially, brings about a 
reduction of wages in this State we shall 
make no such accusation. What I have said 
proves conclusively how unfair it was of hon. 
members opposite to use the reduction in the 
basic wage for party-political reasons. It 
was an unwarranted reflection on the court, 
and I hope that in future no hon. member of 
this Assembly, irrespective of which side he 
supports, will make the accusation when the 
basic wage rises or falls that it was brought 
about by improper methods. We should not 
bring party politics into the Industrial Court, 
and as it is carrying out its duties fairly and 
impartially according to the statistics and 
other matters it works on, it should not be 
made the object of any complaint. 

~Ir. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (3.38 
p.m.): I ask hon. members to take their 
memory back to 1941 when the hon. member 
for West Moreton was here one day calmly 
getting on with his work and he was sue(! 
and fined £20 plus costs-amounting to some­
thing like £44-for making a forecast as ta 
when the elections might be held. 

The CHAIR!IAN: Order! The hon. 
member is treading on dangerous ground. 

3Ir. YEATE§: The court has the l'ight 
to do what it likes in that connection. Why 
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was the moulders' union not called on to 
pay the :fine of approximately £70 imposed on 
it for going on strike~ 

The Secretary for Public Lands: If you 
Tead '' Hansard'' you will get particulars. 

J:llr. YEATES: I understand the money 
lws not yet been paid. That shows that this 
Government favour certain sections of the 
,community, just as they did in the change of 
venue in connection with the Toomaroo Pro­
pritary Limited at Eulo. It is a remarkable 
thing that nothing has been done yet. I do 
not want the moulders' union or its members 
to be running into t:J;ouble, but this other man 
was :fined, and paid up like a man. Hon. mem­
bers know him. He is honourable and straight 
about everything. Why, in the name of good­
ness, was not the moulders' union made 
pay~ It is an extraordinary thing. I want 
to lay stress on the point that the Govern­
ment evidently believe in making :fish of one 
and fowl of another. I inquired at the Indus­
trial Court whether that :fine had been paid. 
I was not sure as to the proper place to 
inquire, so I began at that court. I was told 
that it knew nothing about it, that it was a 
stipendiary magistrate who had presided over 
the case. I then inquired at the office of 
the clerk of petty sessions in Brisbane, but 
was there referred to Ipswich; in fact, I was 
Teferred all over the place. The Secretary 
for Labour and Employment will tell me it 
is a matter for the Department of Justice. It 
is quite wrong that this matter should be 
allowed to go like this. What is there to 
hide~ The Minister should be ashamed and 
should blush to be mixed up with a Ministry 
that will allow this thing to go on. We must 
have the power of the court altered by Aet 
of Parliament or collect the :fine on the union. 
Why has not the fine been collected in both 
instances? 

Tlle Secretary for Public Works: You 
are making a vicious attack on the moulders. 

JUr. YEATES: I am saying definitely 
that the Government should take action to see 
everybody is treated alike. I should like to 
have the information I have asked for and 
I ask that my question be answered. 

Mr. POWER (Baroona) (3.42 p.m.): The 
Industrial Court is an important institution 
and has very great responsibilities in the 
investigations it makes before arriving at a 
decision and in considering the amount that 
shall be the basic wage for the workers of this 
State. I am amazed at the remarks of the 
Leader of the Opposition in which he attacked 
the Government in connection with the policy 
of the Industrial Court. I remind hon. mem­
bers opposite that a responsible Minister said 
of their Government that if the Industrial 
Court did not function to the liking of the 
Government, the Government would ring­
bark the court. Let us examine what that 
Government did. They abolished all rural­
industry awards. They removed the Crown 
employees of Queensland from the Industrial 
Court so that thPy eonld not make application 
for an increase in their wages. As a matter 
of fact, they enacted legislation that made 

for a reduction of 10 per cent. in wages of 
the workers of Queensland. I was a Crown 
employee during the term of the Moore 
Government and remember that my wages 
were reduced at that time. Once a Govern­
ment start to interfere with the functions of 
an Industrial Court they are treading on very 
dangerous ground. We know the attitude the 
Opposition have adopted to the workers in this 
State. If they had their way to-morrow the 
Industrial Court would be abolished. A 
number of reductions in wages took place 
during the term of their Government owing 
to a set of conditions fostered by the then 
Government. I am particularly concerned 
with the remarks of Mr. N. Macgroarty, who 
was Attorney-General in the Moore Govern­
ment. They can be found in '' Hansard.'' 
He said if the court did not function to the 
liking of the Government then they will ring­
bark the court. Imagine a responsible 
Minister of the Crown making such a state­
ment! 

J:I'Ir. J:IIuller: He had no authority in con­
nection with it. 

Mr. POWER: He may have had no 
authority to make it, but that Government 
endeavoured to ringbark the Industrial Court, 
and as a matter of fact no objection was 
raised by the then Government. He was not 
castigated by the members of his own party. 
These remarks were made in this Assembly, 
and if members of the then Government were 
not in accord with the statement, they could 
have objected. 

Everyone knows the condition Queensland 
was in at the time. If the members of the 
Industrial Court had been weak and could 
have been intimidated by the then Govern­
ment it would have been a very sorry day, 
indeed, for the workers of Queensland. The 
Industrial Court has clone excellent work, 
and we are fortunate that as a result of the 
composition of that court and the sanity of 
the Queensland workers we have been very 
free from industrial trouble for a long time. 
As a matter of fact, the amount of industrial 
trouble in Queensland is far sn1aller than 
that in any other State in the Commonwealth, 
because we have the right machinery in 
operation. Under the present system, before 
an organisation goes on strike it must take 
a ballot and give 14 days' notice to the 
Industrial Court that it proposes to cease 
work. In the meantime the court intervenes, 
conferences take place, ancl if agreements 
cannot be arrived at in conference the eourt 
hears the facts and comes to a decision in 
accordance ~with the evidence before it. 

Some time ago the tramway men of Bris­
bane threatened a hold-up because of the 
refusal to grant them war loading. I main­
tain that there were certain members of that 
service who were justly entitled to war load­
ing because of the large volume of work 
they were doing and the enormously increased 
revenue the department was receiving. In 
fact, it is one of the best-paying departments 
that we have to-day. The men threatened 
to go on strike. Certain action was taken, 
the facts were placed before the court, and 
the men decided to take no action until the 
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court heard the case. The strike did not 
take place and we were free from the traffic 
problems that we should have had to meet 
had that strike occurred. Under the old 
system that operated in 1912, before a dis­
pute could be heard by a court it had to 
extend to more than one State, with the 
result that the whole of Queensland was 
involved in industrial trouble. Fortunately, 
to-day, as a result of the sound legislation 
of this Government, the Industrial Court is 
so constituted that it can deal with industrial 
troubles before they actually take place and 
so long as the necessary action is taken by 
the unions and the required notice is given. 

Let me remind hon. members further that 
unions have been fined by the Industrial Court. 
That tribunal has been fair and impartial 
in all matters. Not only employers but also 
unions have been fined by the Industrial 
Court because they did not observe the rules 
of the court. That court has done excellent 
work, and I regret that the Leader of the 
Opposition should attempt to belittle this 
Government and try to make out a case for 
his 0'Yn party. He has no grounds on which 
he can build a case, and let us never forget 
the state of affairs that operated when Crown 
employees were outlawed from the court, 
when hours were increased because of that, 
when wages were reduced, and when an 
attempt was made to make things still worse 
for the workers, and when a member of the 
then Government-of which many hon. mem­
bers of the present Opposition were members 
-stated, when the court refused to take any 
instructions concerning its decisionS-

"If this court does not function to the 
liking of the Government, the Government 
will ring bark the Arbitration Court.'' 

At a later stage the people of Queensland 
ringbarked the then Government, with the 
result that to-day we are 1\'0rking under an 
excellent system of arbitration. No decent 
man could reasonably suggest to anyone that 
any attem'pt to bring political pressme to 
bear would be tolerated by the present mem­
bers of the Industrial Court. 

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) (3.50 p.m.): I 
have listened attentively to the hon. member 
who has just resumed his seat and there is 
not the slightest doubt that the Attorney­
General at that time made a statement that 
he ought to be ashamed of, but at the same 
time I remind the hon. member that there 
was a large party in Parliament then and 
he was the only one who held that opinion. 

Tlte Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: That is not right. What about the 
Bill you introduced later~ 

Mr. WALKER: I will deal with this in 
my own way. I have been very patient with 
the Minister to-day. He has had a fair 
innings and the least he can do is to keep 
quiet for a moment and allow m·e to try to 
put a little fairness into the tone of the 
debate. I should also like the hon. member 
for Baroona to stay in the Chamber for a 
while. We did not agree with the then 
Attorney-General. First of all, it was a 

wrong statement to make, and I am sure that 
it was made purely out of a misunderstand­
ing of the position. 

vVhen was industrial arbitration first intro­
duce.d into Queensland~ It was done by the 
Kidston Government, of which I happened to 
be a supporter, but of course it was not called 
an Industrial Court. It was called the wages­
board system. Does that not show clearly 
that the Government of those days had just 
as much sympathy for and were just as sin­
cerely disposed towards the workers as the 
hon. members opposite are~ That was the 
correct system to adopt in those days, and 
it was a long way ahead of anything else of 
its kind in Australia at the time. It was 
an eminently fair system. The Wages Board 
Act was passed in 1908 an'l amended in 1912. 
What did the Labour Party do when they 
were returned to pmYer ~ 'rhey only altered 
the name of the system. I can recall that 
when Mr. Fihelly introduced legislation to 
set up the Industrial Court, he altered the 
name of the existing industrial system and 
he said that the previous legislation that 
another Government had passed served as a 
splendid foundation for the legislation he 
was then introducing. You do not want a 
better admission of the efficacy of industrial 
legislation than that, and does it not indicate 
conclusively that we were just as sympathetic 
and just as sincere in doing the right thing 
bet,veen the workers ancl their employers as 
are Government members to-day~ The wages­
board system '"as a very good one in its time. 
There is no Arbitmtion Court in Victoria. 
Perhaps that ,,-m astound hon. members oppo­
site. Thev have their wages-board system, a 
system that we hacl many years ago, but it 
is the same in principle as onr present indus­
trial system, except that it has another name. 
Stl·ange to say, the wages in many of the 
principal industries in Victoria are higher 
than the wages in the same industries in 
Queensland. 

Hon. members may argue that the present 
industrial system in Queensland is better than 
than the others in Australia, because it has 
given the workers the highest wages, but the 
point that we have to consider to-day as 
legislators is: which is the fairest for all 
concerned~ Then we must leave it to the 
judges of the court to do their duty. In 
Queensland we have been particularly for­
tunate in having Sir William Webb to pre­
side over the Industrial Court for a number 
of years. He has with him Mr. Ferry and 
Mr. RiMdan. Mr. Riordan I do not know,. 
but I have been in close contact with the other 
two gentlemen on many occasions, and I want 
to say that two fairer gentlemen cannot be 
found. We, as an Opposition, do not attempt 
to interfere with an award. We did not 
attempt to interfere with the awards when 
we were in government. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: You 
amended the Act. 

lUr. WALKER: Of course we amended 
the Act, to meet the neecls of the times, just 
as we have amended legislation to deal with 
various aspects of the sugar industry from 
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time to time. Not so very many years ago, 
we cut a man's ;head off for a certain offence, 
~mt .we do not cut off heads to-day; we 
1mpnson men for that offence now. It is 
necessary to amend legislation in other direc­
tions from time to time. The basic wage in 
Victoria is 3s. higher than it is in Queensland. 
Will hon. members opposite now support the 
Federal Court of Conciliation and Arbitra­
tion, seeing that the Federal basic wage has 
been reduced by 1s. a week in some of the 
States~ No, they will be right up against 
it now. An industrial system must be 
founded on a fair and equitable basis. It 
cannot be expected that industrial courts can 
go on increasing wages all the time. The 
wealth of this country is governed to a very 
large extent by our ability to export to other 
countries. How wonlcf. the Secretary for 
Public Lands finance the sugar industry if he 
did not ha>-e a system something like that~ 
Even at the present time, we ;ue getting £4 
a ton from Great Britain for every ton of 
sugar exported to Britain just to keep our 
sugar industry going, and the same thing 
applies to any other items produced in Aus­
tralia for export. 

Let me make a comparison between tLe 
wages paid in Queensland with those paid in 
Victoria. I have mentioned the basic wage, 
which is £4 18s. a week in Victori::t and 
£4 15s. a week in Queensland. '!'11e n•~>:t 
is the wage in wood and furniture factories 
which is 119s. 6d. in Victoria and 114s. 6d. 
[n Queensland. 

The Secretary for Public Instruction: 
That is a Federal award. 

lUr. WALKER: I will quote t11rm all ;_ 
the hon. gentleman will only give me time. 
There is nothing special about the award. 
These rates apply to industries in Victoria. 
Here are a few others-

Victoria. Queensland. 
8. d. 8. d. 

Food, drink, &c. 114 6 109 6 
Books, printing, &c. 131 4 122 3 
Other manufacturing 116 1 111 0 
Pastoral, agricultural, 

&c. 111 3 102 10 

Do not those figures prove conclusively that 
the effectiveness of an industrial system does 
not depend upon its name, but upon the con· 
ditions prevailing, the cost of living, and 
similar factors~ 

Muc.h criticism has been levelled at the 
Moore Government in connection with the 
reduction of the basic wage during their 
period in office. If my memory serves me 
right, I think the basic wage at that time 
was £3 14s. What did Sir William, then Mr. 
Justice Webb, have to say about itW He said 
it would have been ''God nelp Queensland t '' 
if it had not been done. He knew that the 
action of the Moore Government was souni!. 
I am unable to quote his exact words. 

The Secretary for Public Lands : It is 
a pity you could not quote what he said. 

Mr. Edwards: That is good enough; you 
know what he said. 

The Secretai'y for Public Lands: You 
are simply putting a construction on what 
he said. 

Mr. JUaher: They sheltered behind every­
thing the Moore Government did after they 
came into power. 

lUr. WALKER: The Secretary for Public 
Lands questions the accuracy of my state­
ment. I remember how he blushed the other 
day when he was shown proof of a statement, 
and I can see him blushing again. The 
president of the court, Sir William Webb, 
said at that time-

'' One shudders to think what the position 
would have been if the basic wage had 
remained at £4 5s." 

The Minister must admit that I was very 
modest in generalising his remarks. vV e 
know that was the condition of affairs 
existing at the time. vVe know, too, that the 
Moore Government were just as anxious that 
the workers should get a full return for their 
industry as hon. members opposite. That is 
only the correct and fair thing. Hon. mem­
bers remember how the granting of increased 
wages affected operations at Mount Morgan. 
The company contended that it could not pay 
the rates demanded, but the rates were 
increased and the company was compelled to 
suspend operations. 

We talk a lot about post-war conditions 
and of what we are going to do, but the 
Government must remember that they have 
been in office for 11 years. Immediately 
prior to the war there were 20,000 unem­
ployed in this State; the Government could 
not find work for them. I remember Mr. 
McCormack coming to Gympie when the ruling 
rate of wage was £2 10s. a week for an eight­
hour day. As everyone knows, living at that 
time was half as cheap as it is to-day. As a 
result of his visit wages were increased 10s. 
a week and the remaining mines operating, 
being unable to pay the increase, were com­
pelled to close down. That illustrates the 
difference between a common-sense and an 
arbitrary arrangement. If work cannot be 
done at a profit it is not done. 

I could go on dealing with this phase of 
the statement made by the hon. member for 
Baroona at much greater length, but I will 
not take up the time of the Committee. It 
is only fair that I should make the statements 
I have made. I like to forget the past and 
improve as we go along. After all is said and 
done, although the Moo re Government's basic 
wage was £3 14s. it took this Government 54 
months to increase it. What then is the 
good of talking about that basic wage' It 
was only after hon. members opposite had 
been in office for five years and had had 
£3,000,000 loan money every year, that the 
basic wage was increased. On the other 
hand, the Moore Government had virtually no 
loan money to spend. It is true, as hon. mem­
bers opposite have pointed out, that when 
they came into power there was a balance of 
£5,000,000 in the Treasury. 

The Secretary for Public Instruction: 
You lent the biggest part of it to the 
Southern States. 
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Mr. WALKER: I should like to correct 
the MiHister 's statement. Before the Moo re 
Government were elected the Government 
represented by the hon. member's party lent 
South Australia £750,000 of that £5,000,000. 
How can he explain that away~ Is it not 
inconsistent to accuse us of doing the same~ 
I can give the hon. gentleman the date on 
which his Government lent that money. 

The Secretary for Public Instruction: 
We had a surplus. 

Mr. WALKER: That money was lent to 
the other States as a result of an arrange­
ment with the Loan Council. 

The CHAIR~IAN: Order! 

Mr. WALKER: I realise that I am a little 
bit out of order, but I must correct the wild 
statements that have been circulated all over 
the State by hon. members opposite. .The 
Secretary for Public Instruction definitely 
knows that what he is saying is not true. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. JL A. Bruce, The Tableland) (4.1 
p.m.): The Kidston Government brought down 
what was known as the wages-board system to 
determine wages. The hon. member who has 
just resumed his seat knows that the powers 
of the boards were extremely limited. They 
may have improved the rotten conditions 
existing prior to their creation, but they 
meant very little to the working man. Later 
the Tory Government introduced the Indus­
trial Peace Act which obYiously attempted to 
handicap the worker. It provided that no 
representative of the union could appear in 
the court on behalf of the men; the represen­
tative had to be one of the workers in the 
industry. At the same time, it allowed an 
employer to be represented in court by a 
barrister or solicitor. Although it legislated 
for a form of arbitration it was antagonistic 
in principle to the worker. Its desire seemed 
to be to handicap him and see he did not get 
a chance. The worker paid the union organi­
ser to look after his interests but the organiser 
was deprived of the right to represent his 
interests in the court. That shows how vin­
dictive and vicious the Government of the 
day were against the worker. 

The Labour Party got into power and 
founded the Industrial Court as it exists 
to-day. The point is the Moore-Barnes 
Government limited the activities of the court. 

When the Leader of the Opposition said 
that certain hon. members of this side 
charged the Moore-Barnes Government with 
being baby-starvers, I said, ''Certainly they 
were,'' and the LE'ader of the Opposition 
said that I was the second Minister to 
thrown an aspersion on the Industrial Court. 
The point was this: there was no refer­
ence whatever to the Industrial Court. The 
Moore-Barnes Government did limit the 
Industrial Court; they did not allow the court 
to function as it had functioned under the 
Labour Government. We all know what the 
Attorney-General in the Moore Government 
said-and the hon. member for Cooroora now 
says that the rest of the party did not sup­
port the Attorney-General, Mr. Macgroarty, 

when he made the statement-'' If the Indus­
trial Court does not function as the Govern­
ment wish it to function, we will ringbark 
it.'' The hon. member was one of the 
Ministry who brought in legislation later on 
to carry out the threat made by 
Mr. Macgroarty on the Government benches. 

Later on in his speech the hon. membe,r for 
Cooroora said that because the men got 10s. 
a week more than they had been getting, the 
mines on Gympie had to close down. They 
were getting £2 10s. a week in Gympie and 
we know the conditions under which they 
were working-no ventilation to speak of 
and miner's phthisis was rampant. 

At 4.5 p.m., 

Mr. DECK ER (Sandgate) relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. Walke,r: You do not know what you 
are talking about. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member was an engine-driver. He 
never went down below. I say there were 
hundreds of men if not thousands who had 
miner's phthisis and died from miner's 
phthisis through working in the Gympie 
mines. 

lUr. Walker: There was very little 
phthisis at Gympie. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
There was quite a lot of it. I will admit 
there was less than there was later on at 
Charters Towers and other places, because in 
those days they only used the single and 
double-headed hammer, whereas later on wheH 
big machines were put in operation the 
incidenc·e of miner's phthisis was greater. 

JUr. "Walker: We never used a double­
heRded hammer up there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The point is that the condition of the miners 
was not good. The mines were not up to 
date, yet the hon. member said the addition 
of 10s. a week in wages closed down the 
Gym pie mines. Nothing could be more 
absurd, because if it was only a matter of 
10s. a week to the men a little modernising 
would have kept the Gympie mines going. 

The Industrial Court as it exists I repeat 
was established by the Labour Government in 
1916, and it was attacked later on by the 
Moore-Barnes Government, who limited its 
activities and attempted to destroy the unions 
that had ihe right to represent the men at 
the court and abolished certain wages stan­
dards that had been established. The 
Industrial Court is doing good work within 
the limits of its power-! still think they are 
too limited; I believe more power should be 
_g·iven to it-and the system of arbitrati~n 
is sound. It is the only logical method 1f 
we are to get along as a civilised people­
an unbiased authority to which employer and 
employee can put their cases. When i~ is 
brought to a greater standard of perfection, 
I bE>Iieve the time will come when we shall 
not have the strikes that occur to-day; but I 
belieYe the employer must realise-and I think 
many employers are beginning to realise-
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that we must have a much higher standard of 
wages and particularly of conditions for the 
workers in the future compared with the past. 
In order to do that, I think it will be neces­
sary to give still greater powers to the 
Industrial Court. 

The SECRETARY l'OR LABOUR AND 
E.il'IPLOYIUENT (Hon. T. A. Foley, 
N ormanby) ( 4.9 p.m.) : I thank the Leader 
of the Opposition for the compliment he has 
paid the Govemment, particularly for having 
fostered the idea of high wages in industry. 

We certainly have adopted that attitude 
and fostered that idea: from the very incep­
tion of the Labour movement, and I am 
pleased that to-day we can take it for granted 
that virtually all those in the community, 
including those who have to wOTk for wages, 
are agreed that a policy of high wa'ges is 
sound inasmuch as it puts into circulation a 
high purchasing capacity. The result of that 
has, as a repercussion, if one might use that 
expression, created throughout industry a 
demand for products and brought nbout 
generally a greater degree of prosperity. 
Most of the economists of to-day agree with 
that policy. 

I am sorry the Opposition has had to go 
ou the defensive in endeavouring to cover 
up some of the occurrences of tlie past. I 
make reference to the attempt to disown a 
former Attorney-General, an hon. member for 
South Brisbane, Mr. N. ~1acgroa'rty, who was 
responsible for the statement that if the Arbi­
tration Court would not do what the Govern­
ment of the day, the l\ifoore GovernmenL 
required of it, they "·ould certninly ringhark 
the court. I want to point out that not­
withstanding their attempt to disown the 
then Attorney-General that Government did 
make a definite attempt to ringbark the 
court. After that statement was made that 
Government brought down to Parliament a 
Bill that had for its object the repeal of the 
existing Industrial Conciliation and Arbitra­
tion Act and the substitution of a new arbitra­
tion system with definite restrictions that 
prompted the Chief Justice, when making a 
basic-wage decla'ration, to refer pointedly to 
the fact that he was handicapped by the 
restrirtions in the Act from doing what he 
might have liked to do. 

.Mr. lUuller: You know that is a vague 
statement. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
ElUPLOYMENT: The Act of that time, 
instead of improving the position of those 
who had occasion to go to the court 
for the adjustment of wages and conditions 
~n industry, deliberately set out to outlaw, as 
It were, to exclude from the protection of 
the court thousands and thousands of workers. 
Crown employees were. expelled, as it 
were, from the operations of the court. 
Metalliferous mining employeDs, of whom 
there are tho.usands in this State, pastoral 
w~rkers, hospital employees, and teachers in 
pnvate secondary schools were outlawed from 
the operations of the Act. We had the spec­
tacle at one period of many pastoral workers 

working for less than aboriginals in Queens­
land. "Handsard," Volume CLIX., 1931, 
page 17, records the following question:-

''Pay of Aboriginal and White Station 
Hands. 

"Mr. A. JONES (Burke) asked the Pre­
mier-

' 1. Is he aware that the followi-ng aye 
the minimum rates of pay, together with 
keep, laid down for aboriginal workers 
on stations in Q.ueensland :•-

:Male cooks, £1 1 Os. to £2 a week; 
Head stockmen, £2 per week; 
Drover in charge, £2 per week; 
Other drovers, £1 ] Os. per week; 
Horse drivers, £1 10s. per week? 

'2. Is he aware that the minimum rate 
which may be paid to aboriginal drovers 
in the Northern Territory is £3 per week 
and keep~ 

'3. In view of the fact that many white 
station hands in Queensland are working 
for £1 and £1 5s. per week, will he take 
steps to see that white station hands are 
given at least the same protection as that 
afforded to aboriginals~' " 

''The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
Aubigny) replied-

' 1. The hon. member's figure are ap­
proximately correct. 

'2. No. 

'3. Inquiries are being made.' '' 
Those are actual facts of the conditions as 
they prevailed at that time. 

lUr. Edwards: You really do not know 
what the conditions were. 

Tile SECRETARY :FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYMENT: We knew the conditions 
and wages at that time were not a f:.cctor 
that had to do with the depression. There 
were other factors that brought a,bout the 
depression that prevailed then. Apparently 
because of their economic outlook it was the 
desire of members of the then Govern­
ment to reduce wa'ges, to reduce the purchas­
ing power in the community, and retrench in 
every governmental department hecause they 
thought this would eventually mitigate the 
effects of the depression . 

Mr. Edwards: Every Government in Aus­
tralia agreed to that, and three of them were 
Labour Governments. 

The s-ECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EitiPJjOYil'IENT: Almost every Govern­
ment at that time were an anti-Labour 
Government, and all were of that outlook. 

.il'Ir. Edwards: You are wrong. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYitiENT: And consequently they 
had that policy. The Scullin Government, for 
the period they were in power, did not advo­
cate that policy. 

.Mr. Edwards: They did. 
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The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EiliPLOYlUENT: They made proposals that 
were turned down, and the forces of the day 
-the financial forces in particular-pressed 
Jim Scullin and his team to their knees and 
forced them to do certain things, which 
eYentually forced them out of power. 

The Leader of the Opposition went on to 
point out that as a result of the recent reduc­
tion in the cost of living, the Commonwealth 
basic wage will be reduced by ls. He seemed . 
to adopt a pleading tone at that point, sin­
eerely hoping that the State Industrial Court 
would follow suit and reduce the State basic 
wage acordingly. 

Mr. J'iiuHer: That is wrong. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOI:R ANn 
EJUPLOYliiENT: The Industrial Court of 
this State is unrestricted. It is free to do 
whatever it thinks best in the circumstances 
and according to the Act under which it 
operates. Tl1e Act contains provision for con­
sidering matters other than or in addition to 
the cost of li \·ing when the court is determin­
ing what wage shall be paid. Section 8, sub­
section ( 1) (b) provides-

'' The court shall be entitled to consider 
the prosperity of the calling and the value 
of an employee's labour to his employer in 
addition to the standard of living.'' 

That means that if, in the court's opinion, 
the value of an employee's labour in any 
industry is such that it is returning to the 
employer a fair profit on investment and that 
his reproductivity is of a high order, it can 
make a declaration a\mrding a wage that it 
considers adequate under the conditions then 
prevailing. 

Section 9 (3) of the Act provides-

'' Without limiting the generality of the 
power confened by the two immediately 
preceding subsections, the court may from 
time to time make declarations as to-

( a) The cost of living; 

(b) The standard of living; 

(c) The basic >yage for males and 
females; 

(cl) The standard hours." 

Then it goes on to provide by subsection 
(iv.)-

'' The court shall, in the matter of making 
declarations in regard to the basic wage or 
standard hours, take into consideration the 
probable economic effect of such declara­
tion in relation to the community in general 
and the probable economic effect thereof 
upon industry or any industry or industries 
con0erned.'' 

The court has a very wide field upon which to 
work, and is permitted to decide according to 
the circumstances that may prevail. If it 
finds from the evidence adduced before it 
that an employee's productivity is of a high 
order and warrants either an increase or no 
alteration to the basic wage, it can make a 
declaration accordingly. That being so, I 
think ''"e can safely leave it to the court to do 
the best thing under the circumstances, irre-

spective of the pleadings of the Leader of the 
Opposition. 

The hon. member for Cooroora referred to 
the old wages boards in an endeavour to lead 
the Committee into believing that it was an 
anti-Labour GoYernment who established arbi­
tration in this State. It is true that they 
adopted the principle of fixation of wages, 
but I point out to the hon. member that not­
withstanding the wages-board system, then in 
operation, many anomalies existed. Let me 
point first to the sugar industry. 

I happened to work in that industq as a 
cane cutter but not as a m'ill worker. 1 
remember that at that time, in 1911, the 
men working in the sugar industry got 
22s. 6c1. a week. As I pointed out earlier, 
the ration, or the ''tucker'' as it was called 
in those days, was not fit for a dog to eat. 
One could go from one end of Austmlia to 
the other, even go to America, anywhere at 
all, and one woulu find someone who would 
talk about the Gooncli stew. That v,as the 
diet supplied to the mill workers at the 
Goondi mill under the control of the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company. The men worked 
for 12 hours a day, from 6 o'clock in the 
morning until 6 o'clock in the eYening, for 
the magnificent rate of 22s. 6d. a \Veek. 

.lUr • .Macdonald: You are wrong. It was 
25s. a week. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
.EJUPLOYIUENT: I know something about 
it. 

illr. ])lacdonald: So do I. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOlJR AND 
EIUPLOYMENT: The wages were 22s. 6d. 
a week and tucker. 

ilir. )Iacdonald: No, 25s. a week and 
tucker. I worked for 25s. there. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR ANn 
EiliPLOYMENT: It was 22s. 6d. a week 
and tucker. I know, because I humped my 
swag as the result of being defeated in a 
strike at Innisfail in support of the mill­
hands who had struck for an increase of 
2s. 6cl. a week. I should know something 
about it, because I hum'ped my swag as a 
result. Hon. members opposite contend that 
the wages-board system was a very effective 
one and the best that could have been offered 
to the workers in that industry, but I should 
like to point out that as a result of the 1911 
strike the Fisher Federal Government, with 
Mr. Tudor as Minister for Customs, !aiel 
down by Order in Council that the award 
for the workers in the sugar industry should 
be Ss. a day. So much for the old wages­
board system. That system had so many 
restrictions and so many strings that it was 
almost impossible for it to give a fair deal 
to the >Yorkers generally. If hon. members 
opposite want any further evidence of the 
inefficiency of the old wages-board system 
they should refer to the cost-of-living index 
at the time. Indeed, I inYite them t.0 take 
a copy of A.B.C. of Queensland Stati&tics, 
where they \Yill find some interesting figur(~S 
on the point. For instance, when the Labour 
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Party took over from· the Denham Govern­
ment in 1915, the standard-of-living index 
was 67.7. Following on the operation ·of 
the arbitration system introduced by the 
Labour Government in 1916 the figure stood 
at 105 just prior to the outbreak of the 
prese_nt war when the Forgan Smith Ministry 
was m power, and that figure was achieved 
despite the ups and downs disclosed by the 
figures m~d graphs. Nuw we have a clear 
comparison between the wages-board system 
and the arbitration system adopted by the 
Labour Government. Under the wages-board 
system the standard-of-living index stood at 
67.7 and the wages at 22s. 6d. and tucker 
which ·was not fit for a blackfellow. Let me 
give the standard-of-living figures more pre­
cisely. They are-

1914-15 
1915-16 
1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 
1931-32 

72.9 
67.7 

100.0 
ll3.!J 
91.1 
85.4 

It will be noted that under the Moore regime 
the index figure gradually fell. Then when 
the arbitration system was reintroduced and 
it >Yas allowed to operate unfettered and 
without restrictions, so that the court was 
able to give justice to the workers as well 
as to the employers, the index figure gradu­
ally rose until in 1939-40 it stood at 105.4. 
I must repeat that here again we have a clear 
comparison of the two systems of arbitra­
tion. Despite the protestations by hon. 
menl'bers opposite and their defence of their 
system of arbitration, the fact clearly stands 
out that they as a Government were deter­
mined, as their Attorney-General pointed ont, 
to ringbark the Industrial Court. 

At their first opportunity they brought 
legislation down in this Chamber, the Indus­
trial Conciliation and Arbitration Act 
Amendment Bill of 1930, and outlawed all 
Crown empl?yees, metalliferous mining 
workers, hosprtal employees, and teachers in 
secondary schools. That is a definite reply 
to the Opposition. 

The Leader of the Opposition maintained 
that a policy of high wages had been fostered 
by this Government. I sincerely hope we 
shall go on fostering that idea until we reach 
a standard that will be second to none in any 
part of the world. Such a policy cannot lead 
any country into trouble. It is beneficial to 
industry, it attracts a better type of emplovee 
to industry, and it gives him the necessarv 
n~trition, clothing, a~rd shelter not only fo·r 
hrmself but those he rs responsible for. That 
enables him to become a better producer than 
"f he were. on a low standard. Consequently, 
every sectiOn of the community is improved 
by such a policy .. It_ is true that the employer, 
as a result of hrs mcreased outgoings mav 
have to be content with less profits and that 
he may not be in the same circum~tances as 
his competitors in other countries where lower 
wages prevail. 

We took over from the Moore Government 
when the business index reached its lowest 
point in the history of the State. When 
Labour took the reins of government in 1932 
the index figure stood at 83.6, the lowest 

known in Queensland, and as a result of this 
policy of high wages a new purchasing power 
was circulated throughout the community. As 
a result, the business index gradually rose 
from year to year until in 1939 it stood at 
104.5. In July, 1943, it increased still further 
to 107.2. The share-price index increased in 
the same ratio. As a result of the application 
of the Moo re Government's policy, the 
business index and share-price index dropped 
to the lowest possible points known in this 
S>tate. 

Mr. Yeates: This is pure election stuff. 

Tl1e SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOY~IENT: I am giving facts. The 
hon. member for East Toowoomba must 
realise that we are not at the moment engaged 
in an election campaign. I am replying to 
a statement made by members of the 
Opposition that Labour fosters a policy of 
high wages. As I said, we have certainly 
fostered that idea, because we believe it to 
be a good one. Where it is applied prosperity 
follows in its train. 

I was endeavouring to point out that during 
the depression period, the business and share­
price indexes reached their lowest points in 
the history of the State, but as a result of 
the application of our policy of high wages, 
these figures gradually improved. The 
business index rose from 83.6 in 1932 to 
107.2 in 1943. What better evidence does the 
Committees require of the virtue of our 
policy? 

Mr. Yeates: "Alone I did it "-that is 
your policy. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYMENT: That is the policy­
alone we did it. I give credit to no other 
party in the community for the application 
of that policy. V\Then the Moore Government 
found business at the lowest possible level, 
instead of bridging the gap by introducing 
new spending power, what did they do~ They 
kept on decreasing wages, passing a 
measure restricting the Industrial Court, and 
retrenching to the bone, even to the extent, 
as pointed out over and over again, of taking 
a "bob" a week off the orphans. 

Jlir. Yeates: I was not here then. 

The SECRETARY :FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYJIENT: The party the hon. 
member belonged to did that. I am trying 
to drive home the fact that conditions grew 
worse and worse and the Moore Government 
instead of balancing their Budgets each year, 
showed deficits and increasing deficits. As a 
result we had to carry the baby when we got 
into power. Our position was made more 
difficult thereby. When we took the reins of 
government we adopted a different policy. 
In our first year's operations we expended. 
£4,500,000 in a public-works policy. 

vVe should. have taken more, if we could 
have got it from the Loan Council, instead 
of the £2,500,000 that was spent by the Moore 
Government in the last year they were in 
power. What was the result~ I ask hon. 
members to study the Queensland statistics, 
and I do not care what index they refer to, 
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from 1932 onwards they will see that a 
definite improvement was taking place. 

JUr. Yeates: Was not that so all over 
Australia~ 

The SECRETARY J<'OR LABOUR ANn 
EJUPLOYlUENT: Because the same policy 
was adopted all over Australia. In 1932 
Mr. Forgan Smith was responsible, as hon. 
membets opposite know, for having carried at 
that Loan Council meeting a resolution hav­
ing to do with the provision of work and 
wages for our people. From that time 
om,~ards the Loan Council loosened the purse 
strings and that enabled us to obtain 
£4,600,000 of loan funds for expenditure; and 
that was £2,000,000 more new money circu­
lating in Queensland than had been circulated 
previously, and the result >Yas more employ­
ment. The building industry began to revive, 
there were more workers in the forests of 
the State and in the mills to produce the 
necessary materiaLs for the building pro· 
gramme that gradually developed. One can 
trace the building permits from ] 932 on and 
see that each year they increased. We did 
not stop at £4,500,000; as each year pro­
·ceeded >ve began to increase our expenditure 
to £4,600,000 and to £6,000,000, gradually 
creeping up until we were infusing into cir­
·CUlation £7,500,000 from loan, revenue, and 
trust funds. 

At 4.35 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR ANn 
ElliPLOYMEXT: The businells index 
showed a response by rising from 83.6 to 
107.2. In my opinion, that should be sufficient 
evidence for hon. members that the policy 
of high wages is a sound one; and I sin­
cerely hope it will continue in this State as 
well as throughout Australia, because it will 
be for the good of all concerned. 

lUr. lUACDONALD (Stanley) ( 4.36 
p.m.) : I had no intention of contributing 
to the debate, but I was surprised at the 
Minister's permitting his enthusiasm to run 
away with his judgment. One could see very 
clearly his absolute bias when dealing with 
the policy enunciated by his party. He spoke 
vf the sugar industry; but, unfortunately 
for him, he did not deal entirely with facts. 
He went back to 1911, and he contended that 
at that time he was cutting cane at 22s. 6d. 
·a week. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYlUENT: I rise to a point of order. 
I object to the hon. member's deliberately 
twisting what I said. I said that I worked 
cutting cane, not in the mills; the rate of 
22s. 6d. applied to the mill. 

Mr. Clayton: You would not earn 22s. 6d. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: I will stand up to you any time 
·either with a pick and shovel, or fists. 

Tlle CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member for Stanley to accept the statement 
•of the Minister. 

l'I'Ir. JUACHONALD: What I was going 
to say was this. The real wage in the mill 
was 25s. a week and tucker. 'l'he hours were 
10 a day, from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Satur­
day was a short clay of 10 hours. 

Mr. l'I'Iarriott: 22s. 6cl. 

lUr. JUACDONALD: 22s. 6cl. was paid to 
the mouse gang where the poor worker was 
employed. I was an engine~driver later 
on and received £2 a week. As far as cane­
cutting was concerned 4s. was the price for 
cutting and loading cane per ton. It was not 
paid on a wage basis, and he was a poor man 
who could not earn £1 a day. Cane was £1 
per ton then. 

Tile Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: It was as low as 3s. 9d. for 25-ton 
trucks. 

Jir. JUACDONALD: The award came 
under Mr. Justice Dickson and not the Labour 
Party. Vv e had a commission appointed in 
1912-headed by Mr. Justice G01·don from 
South Australia. References were submitted 
to the commission and an award was made, 
and we had a wage of Ss. 'l'hereafter we 
had an award by Mr. Justice Macnaughton 
who brought up the farm labourers to 36s. a 
week and tucker. 

I only rose to d0al witli these points, 
because I was in the industry from 1908, 
and I worlwd from one end of the mill to the 
other, and from one end of the paddock to 
the other; and what the Minister said was 
not in accordance with facts as I knew them; 
and his statement gave an entirely wrong 
impression to the Committee. 

lUr. MULLER (Fassifern) (4.39 p.m.): 
'l'he Minister rakes np the period between 
Hl29 and 1932. It is time that period was 
forgotten, when one examines the difficulties 
that existed then. The Minister has 
endeavoured to paint a picture of what 
occurred following on a Premiers' Conference 
in which the difficulties had been adjusted. 
Those of us who moved about during the 
depression period know the conditions. I hap~ 
pened to travel in two of the other 8tates, and 
what I am about to relate is what I actually 
saw, not what I read of. A great many 
people were actually starving. One of the 
most pathetic sights I have seen in my life 
was when I was in Newcastle in 1931 and saw 
people lying about the parks, like cattle, vir­
tually starving. At that time the conditions 
were heartbreaking. It was not a question of 
increasing the wages of the people at all. 
To~day the Minister in this Chamber is trying 
to tell the people the conditions were caused 
because of the industrial laws that existed in 
Queensland at that time. We must put the 
theodolite on the position to see what actually 
occurred. 

I will not accept any responsibility for any­
thing said by Mr. Macgroarty. The Moore 
Government are not responsible for an irre­
sponsible statement that might be made by 
one of their members in the heat of debate. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: There should not be any need for 
you to defend yourself. 
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The CHAIRJIAN: Order! 

Mr. MULLER: The hon. gentleman did 
not advance an argument this afternoon to 
show that the statement made by Mr. Mac­
groarty was ever d,eveloped, or acted on, at 
any later time. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: By Act of Parliament. 

lilr. lUULLER: No important amendment 
was made to the Industrial Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act. At that time there was no 
money to pay the people, and consequently 
there was neither work nor wages for virtually 
anybody, whether the Government desired it 
or not. After all, none of us lik.;s to reflect 
on the Industrial Court. I believe that court 
is an unbiased tribunal, and that is a's it 
should be. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ· 
ment: It is now. 

Mr. liiULLER: It was all the time. 
'rhe Leader of the Opposition said during the 
course of his speech that an attempt had been 
made to convey the impression that because 
of the present administration the Industrial 
Court is inspired or directed or influenced to 
fix a rate of pay that might be more accept­
able to the wage-earners. That should not be 
so at any time, and it would be regrettable if 
we should ever have to admit it. If the Indus­
trial Comt is influenced by the political party 
that may be in power at any time, it ha's 
outlived its usefulness. 

I will detail what happened in 1932. After 
all, the court fixed wages on the index figure 
ruling at any time, and in .June, 1932, that 
figure was 772. The basic wage was £3 14s. 
a week. In March, 1943, the index figme was 
1063 and the basic wage £4 15s. a week. In 
other words, if the basic wage had been fixed 
in March, 1943, on the same basis as in 
1932, it would be £5 Is. 10~d. a week. 
It is 6s. lO~d. a week less than it would 
have been. So that, after all, £3 14s. a week 
in 1932 was considerably better than £4 15s. 
a week in March, J 943, a'nd the Minister's 
contention that the Moore Government were 
wage-slashers is quite wrong, if one examines 
the index figures. I know of nothing else 
upon which an industrial court can act than 
the index figure at a particular time, an<l it 
i~ quite wrong to convey the impression that 
the present Government are the only Govern­
ment who have any thought or regard for the 
wage-earners. The days referred to by the 
Minister when he was cutting cane and hump­
ing his swa'g have been gone for a long time, 
not only here, but everywhere else. I was 
wondering why the hon. gentleman stayed on 
at 22s. 6d. a week and such awful food. But 
conditions were similar in almost e;very other 
occupation. vVe all went through those times, 
not only the Minister. We all had to put up 
with those conditions then because there was 
nothing better. It is not a question of party 
politics at all, but altered conditions siuce 
those times. 

We encountered the awful period of the 
depression. The Minister referred to what 
~eemred in Queensl:md. He eould just as well 

have told us what happened in the other 
States. He then went on to say the posi­
tion had adjusted itself because of the Pre­
miers' Conference, but we must go somewhat 
further a'field. Did the Premiers' Confer­
ence alter the conditions in New Zealand~ 

Did they alter them in Canada~ Did they 
alter them in Great Britain~ No, they did 
not. They had not the slightest bearing on 
the question at all. If the Premiers' Con­
ference had that effect, then there is no 
reason why conditions should have improved 
in New Zealand, Canada, or anywhere else. 
Their argument does not hold water. 

The Opposition do not stand for the annihi­
lation of the worker. Those days are gone. 
It is quite wrong to try to convey the impres­
sion to the people that if we wore retmned 
the first thing we would do would be 
to reduce wages. Most members of the 
Opposition are wage-earners. In fact, we are 
all \>orking men, and perhaps we work a good 
deal harder than some members of the 
Govemment. Our sympathies are with the 
people in general. Nobody can support a 
policy of reducing wages below a fair rate. 
After all, the law of supply and demand holds 
sway in these matters. If we are not going 
to give a man a fair wage for the work he 
does, he is not going to work for us for very 
long. \Ve have had disputes between man 
and master since the world began and we 
think that this system of arbitration is the 
best we have had so far. If a Government 
can influence an industrial court then l 
agree with the Leader of the Opposition that 
the system is unsound. It will be a reflection 
on the Industrial Court for anyone to say 
that any Administration was able to influence 
or alter the court's views in any way. 

I regret that this question should arise 
each year when this vote is being considered. 
I believe that the men are getting a fair spin 
to-day and we are providing the machinery 
to give them a fair spin. No political party 
that denied the working man a fair deal could 
live for very long. 

Mr. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (4.47 
p.m.): Some ,time ago mention was made of 
the fact that a rise in the basic wage coincided 
with the 1941 elections. I know that that was 
not the result of any arrangement with the 
court, and I also know that the Government, 
anticipating a rise in the basic wage, fixed 
the election date to coincide with that 
increase, and the election took place a couple 
of days earlier. 

The CHAIR])fAN: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is inclined to move towards the danger 
point. I do not know whether it is generally 
known to hon. members, but members of the 
Industrial Court are not subject to any 
charges or criticism concerning their actions. 
So far, the debate has been conducted on a 
reasonable plane, and I ask the hon. member 
for East Toowoomba to remember that. 

Mr. YEATES: But, Sir, I realise that 
you can go near the Niagara Falls without 
falling over. Is there any harm in saying 
what I have said~ I am blaming the Govern­
ment for doing these things, which I can 
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political tricks. I am not saying one word 
about the Industrial Court. I am putting 
it on a high pedestal. I firmly believe that 
that was one of the political tricks played at 
that time. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employment 
wandered all round the countryside in 
delivering what I call a magnificent election 
or gallery speech, a speech that could be 
handed round in certain places during the 
next election campaign, whether it be on 
18 December or at the end of March. While 
he spoke I visualised him speaking at the 
hotel corner at Taroom in the Normanby 
electorate, handing out all that stuff. He 
~as wide of the mark several times, too. 

The CHAIRJUA~: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is inclined to get a little wide of the 
mark himself. 

3Ir. YEATES: That is because of the 
example the Hon. the Minister set. Then, after 
all this talk, as if from a soap box at the 
hotel corner at Taroom, the Minister evaded 
my question. I charged both him and the 
Attorney-General. They haYe never answerec1 
my question. Why~ Either they should have 
collected the money from the moulders ' union 
when it was fined or refunded the £20 to the 
hon. member for 'Nest Moreton. I certainly 
·want an answer. 

Tl1e Secretary for Labour and :Employ· 
ment: They di-d not have any funds to 
collect. 

}Ir. JIAHER (West Moreton) (4.51 p.m.): 
I hope that the GoYernment, in fixing the 
date for the f01·thcoming State erections, will 
not do anything to bring the Industrial Court 
into contumely as was the case in 1938 and 
again in 1941, when the Premier of the time 
exploited the Industrial Court for political 
purposes, cold-bloodedly and deliberately, by 
fixing the date of the elections within a few 
days after the Industrial Court's incren,se of 
the basic wage became effective. I do not 
think that was fair to tha Industrial Court. 
After all, this court functions on a legal basis 
and no Government should do anything that 
is likely to scandalise, defame, or insult the 
court or demean its decisions in the eyes of 
the people, yat I have no hesitation in declar­
ing here that the Industrial Court was placed 
in that invidious position by the action of the 
Forgan Smith Government in the two election 
years that I have mentioned, 1938 and 1941. 

I should like to indicate to the Committee 
the way in which the Industrial Court was 
brought into contumely by quoting from the 
formula upon which I based my accurate fore­
cast of the date of the State Blection of 1941. 
In 1938 the basic-wage hearing before the 
Industrial Court was held on Friday, 18 
March, and the basic-wage judgment was 
delivered on Tuesday, March 22, the increase 
operating from the first Friday aft·ar the 
judgment, after a full working week became 
effective, as from Friday, 1 April, and the 
Forgan Smith Government fixed the polling­
day in 1938 for Friday, 2 April. Hon. mem­
bers will s·ee Yery clearly that action of this 
kind by the GoYernment could have no other 
effect than to bring the court into contumely. 

1943-2 K 

The CHAIRl\IAN: Order! Do I under­
stand the hon. member to say or suggest that 
the Government fixed the day of the election 
knowing the court's decision f 

1\Ir. MAHER: I did not say that at all. 
I am afraid, Mr. Chairman, that you are 
putting those words _into my mouth _and I 
1·epudiate them. I did not say anythmg of 
the kind. I am giving the bare facts, and 
they are that the date of the poll was fixed 
by the Government in 1938 for Saturday, 2· 
April, which was only one day_ after t~e wage­
earners of this State had received an mcrease 
in the basic wage, which had been grante.d 
by the. Industrial Court. It was on that basis 
that I made my accurate forecast of the dat~ 
of elections in 1941. 

'file Secretary for Public Lands: And 
:you were fined £20. 

Mr. MAHER: I worked it out in this 
way: accepting the 1938 formula as my 
guide, the basic-wage hearing in 1941 w_as 
held on :'vfonday, 17 March, and the basic­
wage judgment was deliver.ed on Friday, 21 
March. The basic-wage mcrease operateu 
from the first Friday after the judgment, 
after a full working week, which occurred on 
Friday, 28 March, anc1 the poll was held 
on Saturday, 29 March, exactly as I had fo~e­
east several weeks before the Premier 
announced the date of the election. 

As the Secretary for Public Lands rightly 
interjected, I was charged before th.e Indus·· 
trial Court with contempt for makmg that 
statement, which appeared in the ''Courier-
1fai1. '' This is the statement that I made--

''I am not surprised at the selection of 
29 March as the elate of the election. I 
told the conference of the Country Party 
at Dalby early in January to be prepared 
for a March poll, and our speakers' notes, 
issued a fortnight ago, contained a stop­
press forecast: 'Basic wage increase opera­
tive from 28 March; polling day 29' 
March.''' 

That is exactly how it turned out. I do not 
think anybody could fairly regar~ that as a 
deliberate insult to or defamatwn of the 
Industrial Court. However, in terms of the 
law the court held it was and, as everybody 
knows, I was found guilty of contempt and 
fined £20 together with costs of court. What 
I want to submit, Mr. Brassington, is that 
the policy of the Gov_ern.ment under Mr. 
Forgan Smith's leadership m 1938 and 1941 
unquestionably was t? fix the .d~te of the 
election so as to obtam any pohtlcal advan­
tages derivable from the fact that ~he poll 
took place immediately after the first mcre~se 
in the basic wage made by the Industnal 
Court. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: T)le 
date of the election has nothing to do with 
the court. 

Mr. MAHER: I am not suggesting it has 
and I exclude the court from any suggestion 
of the possibility whatever. I want to uphold 
the court. The Government undoubtedly haYe 
bro11ght the court into contumely on those 
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two occasions. Had the w,hole position been 
fairly and justly dealt with at the time I 
was committed for contempt by the Industrial 
Court it should have been protected against 
those men who exploited the court in the 
way that was so evident. 

'rhe CHAIRMAN: Order! The question 
·of fixing the date of the election does not 
come under this vote. I wish to amplify my 
remarks and say that if the Government did 
not know the date of the basic-wage declara­
tion it naturally follows that the fixation of 
the date of the election had no bearing on it. 

JUr. lUAHER: It brings the whole thing 
down to a farcial position when the Govern­
ment exploit any such declaration by the 
fixation of the general election for the day 
.after the worker receives an increase in the 
basic wage. 

The CHAIRlUAN: Order! I again 
,;·emind the hon. member that the fixation of 
the date of the election is a matter that 
·eomes under the Elections Act. 

Mr. MAHER: What I am leading up to 
is that the Government by their actions in 
1938 and 1941 brought the Industrial Court 
into far greater contumely than anything I 
said by indulging in a simple forecast, and 
I merely take the opportunity this afternoon 
to express the very strong hope that the 
Government led by the hon. member for 
Bremer do not intend to exploit the Industrial 
Court in the 1944 election in the way in 
which the Forgan Smith Government did in 
the two previous election years. 

The CHAIRlUAN: Order! I have to rule 
that if the hon. member proceeds in that 
·strain he is reflecting on the court. I ;have 
to rule, too, that the matter raised by the 
hon. member in regard to the fixing of the 
date of the election is one that comes under 
the Elections Act. I therefore consider that 
phase of t;he discussion closed. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYMENT (Hon. T. A. Foley, 
Normanby) (5.1 p.m.): I take exception to 
the attitude of the hon. member for West 
Moreton in attempting by insinuation to dis­
·credit the members of the Industrial Court. 

Mr. Maher: Oh, no, no, the members of 
the Queensland Government. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOY!\IENT: I can quite understand 
his feelings. He has always shown a degree 
of pettiness as a result of the court's deal­
ing with him, because of the rash statements 
he made on that occasion. He ;has displayed 
those feelings o:n more than one occasion since 
being penalised for that offence. I can assure 
-every hon. member of the Committee that I am 
willing to allow the people to be the judges 
as to whether the court is influenced by the 
·Government or any other body. 

Mr. Maller: I did not suggest it was. 

Tile SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
:EMPLOYMENT: I would point out that 

applications for the determination of the 
basic wage are usually heard by t,he court 
about March in each year. Evidence from 
all parties concerned is tendered at that hear­
ing. The applications are usually filed by 
the unions round about Christmas, but because 
of various factors, such as the A.W.U. annual 
conference and the conferences of other 
unions, the hearing is not until about March. 
The evidence it is necessary to submit to the 
court takes the parties a long time to pre­
pare. In certain instances the declaration of 
the basic wage has been made round about 
election time. 

From my knowledge of members of the 
court, they are not likely to be influenced 
by any individual or individuals, whether the 
Leader of the Government or the Government. 
The fact that they have, after hearing the 
evidence on these two occasions quoted, in the 
usual period of the year-March-made their 
declaration about election time, shows they 
were prepared to stand up to public opinion. 
That is the point. The fact that they have 
done that shows they are prepared to stand 
up to criticism from hon. members opposite, 
or any others, and it shows they are at least 
not concerned with what people think, but 
they are concerned with making their declara­
tion at the right time. I certainly take 
exception to the hon. member's suggestion, 
on behalf of Mr. Forgan Smith, who was 
leader of the Government during the period 
mentioned-a man of the highest integrity 
who would not stoop to using a declaration of 
the court and embarrassing the court in any 
way by fixing the elections at that time. Hon. 
members know him too well to think that. 
At least he has had the confidence of the 
people of this State since 1932, and that is 
sufficient evidence of his integrity and bona 
fides. I know him too well to believe that he 
would be guilty of such a practice. The 
facts are as I have described. The court 
usually hears the basic wage case in March 
of each year, and the elections were due at 
that period, and notwithstanding that the 
court in its wisdom made an award that drew 
the criticism such as we have heard here 
to-day-that probably it indicated that they 
were in collusion with the Government--

lUr. MAHER: I rise to a point of order. 
The remark by the Minister that anything I 
had to say reflected on the honour and integ­
rity of the court is false, and it is offensive 
to me, and I desire that the Minister with­
draw. 

Tile CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem­
ber for VVest Moreton says that the remarks 
made by the Secretary for Labour and 
Employment are offensive to him. I ask the 
Minister to withdraw. 

Tile SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYMENT: If the remarks are objec­
tionable, I certainly withdraw those remarks; 
still, the facts remain. Although I have not 
a degree in English at the University of 
Queensland or any other university, at least 
I can understand plain language, and I can 
read good English twisted in such a way as 
to insinuate it. It gave me the impression I 
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had. I can assure hon. members that is the 
actual position. 

Mr. Maher: I am not going to allow the 
Minister to put the position in that way. I 
made no reflection upon the Industrial Court 
at all, nor did I make any insinuation against 
it. Any suggestion that I made an insinua­
tion against the Industrial Court is wrong; 
it is offensive to me and I demand a with­
drawal from the Minister. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Secretary 
for Labour and Employment has already 
given that withdrawal. 

liir. ~Iaher: He has repeated the offence. 

'l'he CHAIRMA::If: I follo\ved the Ministe1· 
closely, but I did not take his words to mean 
what the hon. member for West Moreton says. 
However, I ask the hon. member to accept 
the Minister's assurance that he did not mean 
to imply that. 

~Ir. :JlaJ1er: I am not satisfied with that. 
The hon. gentleman said that I had insinuated 
that the court had acted in collusion with 
the Government. I made no such insinuation. 
My remarks were direded against the actions 
of the Government, not of the court; and 
the Minister's reference is offensive to me and 
I ask that it be withdrawn. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem­
ber drew my attention to the remark made by 
the Minister, and I am sure the Minister will 
accept the position as stated by the hon. mem­
ber for West Moreton, and say that he had no 
wish to make an insinuation against the hon. 
member for West Moreton. I think every hon. 
member of the Committee accepts what the 
hon. member says in that regard. 

liir. lUal1er: It has not come from the 
Minister. That is your version of it, Mr. 
Brassington, and I ask that the Standing 
Orders be obeyed. The Minister cannot make 
statements that are not correct. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I draw the 
attention of the hon. member to the fact that 
the Minister, at my request, withdrew. 

Mr. liiaher: And then repeated the 
offence. 

The CHAIRlUAN: I did not hear the hon. 
gentleman repeat it. 

Mr. l'Uialu~r: The hon. gentleman said 
that by a distortion of English I had made 
an insinuation. I disclaim having made either 
a direct assertion or an insinuation. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: I put 
the same construction on your remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have ruled 
that no further point of order is involved. 
The matter has already been satisfactorily 
dealt with. 

The SECRETAR1 FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYMENT: I certainly do not wish to 
create any scene or hurt the feelings of the 
hon. member, but I certainly feel that my 
impressions were that he was making certain 

insinuations, and whether he was or was not 
is for the Committee to determine. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYJIENT: The practice of the court 
each year has been on the filing of applica­
tions to take the basic-wage case about March. 
It did that in the two years mentioned. It so 
happened that the elections were to take place 
round about the time the declarations were 
made. The court, in its wisdom, and in its 
desire to carry out its functions, gave a 
declaration irrespective of whether elections 
were to be held or not. 

'!'he A'fTOR~EY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (5.11 p.m.): The hon. 
member for East Toowoomba made misstate­
ments on two occasions to-day. He stated 
that the hon. member for West Moreton had 
been fined by the Industrial Court and forced 
to pay the fine, whereas the moulders' union, 
which had been fined by the court, had not 
been forced to pay the fine imposed on it. 
He then stated that he had asked questions 
that had not been answered. I draw his 
attention to '' Hansard'' No. 5 of 1942, and 
for his benefit will now read therefrom-

''Execution of the warrant was with­
held under the following circumstances:­
The prosecution was a private one by one 
Alexander McConechy Scott, of Ipswich, 
br::tss and iron founder, against the Fede­
rated Moulders' (Metals) Union of 
Employees of Australia (Queensland 
Branch), of Moorooka, Brisbane, as a 
result of industrial trouble existing 
between them. The magistrate found the 
union guilty of instigating a strike, and 
imposed the fine now in question. The 
warrant of execution was issued on 24 
September, 1941, by the clerk of petty 
sessions, without any request by or refer­
ence to the complainant or his solicitor, 
"Mr. FitzGerald, and sent to the inspector 
of police, South Coast. On 26 September,. 
1941, Mr. FitzGerald asked that the warrant 
of execution be withheld for a few days,. 
as he anticipated a settlement of the dis­
pute and the clerk of petty sessions tele­
phon'ed to the 11olice to take no action 
under the warrant of execution until further 
advised. On 29 September, 1941, Mr. Fitz­
Gerald telephoned to the clerk of petty 
sessions asking for further withholding of 
the warrant of execution. The warrant of 
execution was returned to the clerk of petty 
sessions on 2 October, 1941. The industrial 
dispute was settled, and a strike which 
would have involved the Ipswich railway 
shops was averted. Such a strike might 
have had very serious consequences, con­
sidering the state of war then existing.'' 

That is the answer to his question, but the· 
hon. member wants to make out to this Com­
mittee that the Industrial Court fined the· 
hon. member for West More ton and forced 
him to pay the fine: that it also fined the 
moulders' union but did not enforce the 
fine. It was no't the Industrial Court that 
acted on the prosecution of the moulders,. 
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union. I hope the hon. member will refrain 
from making such misstatements in future. 

Vote (Industrial Court) agreed to. 

COMMISSIONER OF PRICES. 

The SECRETARY :FOR LABOUR AND 
ElUPLOYlUENT (Hon. T. A. Foley. 
Normanby) (5.14 p.m.): I move- · 

"That £3,777 be granted for 'Commis-
sioner of Prices.' '' 

After providing an increase in respect of the 
Deputy Commissioner and automatic increases 
for the clerk-typist, the amount provided for 
salaries, £1,187, shows a small increase, of 
£81,. over the amount appropriated the 
previous year. 

Although the salary of the Commissioner is 
included in the vote it is repaid by the Com­
monwealth, which is using his services as the 
Deputy Prices Commissioner. This refund is 
not credited to the vote but remitted to the 
Trea'sury to be paid direct to consolidated 
revenue. Contingencies show an increase of 
£602 on the amount appropriated last vear 
namely, £1,898, primarily as a Tesult of· fur: 
thcr axrangements between the State and Com­
monwealth Governments with respect to the 
costs of a'dministration. 

M~. IUAHER (West MoTeton) (5.17 p.m.): 
I thmk hon. members generally know my attl­
tnde towards the whole principle of price­
fb.ation. I have stated it on numerous occa­
sions in this Assembly, ancl I have said that 
I have never been enamoured of the system. 
Under such a system, in noTmal times the 
IYOrker believes that he is being protect~cl by 
the fixation of prices, but often the system of 
fTee enterprise a'nd competition, which should 
apply, does not apply because the price is 
fixed to suit the vending interests concerned. 
[ know that in times of war price-fixation is 
inevitable in order to correct steep increases 
in living costs and inflationary spirals but 
nevertheless, it is our function to draw ~tten~ 
tion to any evident weaknesses in the whole 
system. 

One of the things that I should like to draw 
-attention to this afternoon is the principle 
adopted by the Commissioner with relation to 
prosecutions launched against the consumers 
~he people who buy and pay for goods sub: 
.1ect to price-fixation a price in excess of the 
fixed price. I had one or two cases in my 
dectorate in which farmers have paid to mer­
chants in Brisbane 6d. a dozen in excess of the 
price fixed by the Prices Commissioner for 
bags. The farmers concerned were quite 
igno_rant of !he ~xecl price for bags. They 
recmved an mvo1ce from the vending mer­
chants ancl paicl the account as rendered. 
Subsequently the merchant concerned was 
prosecuted for selling bags at prices beyond 
those fixed. Then prosecutions were launched 
against these farmers. They were brought 
to Brisbane at expense. The train ser­
vices did not fit in with the time listed for 
11earing by the court, and they hacl to hire 
motor cars to bring them down. They hacl to 
be away from their farms, and were fined 
sums aggrega:ting about £3 each, but by the 
time all expenses were totalled up one would 

say that they were each mulcted in fines and 
costs an amount approximating £10, including 
loss of time on their farms. 'Nhere is the fair 
play in launching proceedings against an inno­
cent purchaser~ After all, the fa'rmer is not 
\·ersed in price-fixation ancl the law relating 
t0 it. He has no means of studying the 
innumerable decrees ancl price-fixation regula­
tions that issue from the Prices Com­
missioner's Office. He sows and reaps from 
clay to day, he performs his daily tasks, going 
tl) work with the sun a'nd stopping with the 
sun, yet men like that, the very salt of the 
e~rth, are brought down here ancl fined heavily 
for venial offences involving 6cl. a dozen in 
excess of the price fixed for bags. There is 
no justice in that, and I protest against it. 

I notice, too, in the Press that a number 
of fruit vendors in this city have been fined 
for selling fruit above fixed prices, and that 
consumers have been warned that they are 
equally guilty in paying the increased prices. 

The Prices Commissioner fails to cause any 
signs or notifications to be posted up in fruit 
shops or in business houses where these price­
fixing laws operate. Therefore, the consumer, 
the innocent housewife, or the purchaser 
generally, has no means of ascertaining the 
fixed price for, say, a dozen oranges, a dozen 
pears, or any other article subject to price­
fixation. Nevertheless he is subject to the 
rigours of the law for paying an amount in 
excess of the price fixed. There is no justice 
in that. I object to it and I bring it up in 
this Chamber to show what can happen. 

There is another more subtle aspect of the 
matter that I should like to bring under the 
notice of hon. members. In my opinion, 
whether deliberately or unintentionally, it 
leaves the door wide open for wholesale 
evasion of price-fixing laws by merchants. 
After all, if you make the purchaser of goods 
equally responsible with the vendor for any 
breach of the prices fixed then obviously you 
destroy your best source of tracking down 
those who charge excessive prices. It is 
obvious that when a farmer pays 6d. a dozen 
in excess of the price for bags he is afraid 
to divulge the fact to anybody or to complain 
because he realises that he is equally blam­
able with the vendor, and therefore if he made 
it known that he had paid a price in excess 
of the fixed price he would be subject to 
prosecution. 'l'he same thing applies to the 
consumer of the hundred and one articles that 
are subject to price-fixation throughout the 
land to-clay. If he pays an excessive price 
he makes no complaint because it is now pretty 
widely known that both are equally blamable. 
Therefore such a system can have no other 
effect than to play into the hands of the 
profiteers, the black marketeers, ancl those 
who wish to dodge the effect of the prices 
fixed for the time in force. I object to such 
a principle. I feel that it is only fair to 
launch proceedings against the vendors of 
goods subject to price-fixation because they 
are the people who have the means of ascer­
taining what the various price-fixin~ decrees 
are in their particular class of busmess. If 
they charge an excessive price they should 
be subject to legal attack but not so the 
farmer ancl not so the consumer. To attack 
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the farmer or the consumer is a wrong prin­
ciple in law in these circumstances, and I 
cannot see one scrap of justice in it whatso­
ever, yet that is what is happening to-day by 
the prices set-up that we have in Brisbane, 
which is directed from Canberra. I do not 
know who is responsible for that policy. I 
cannot say whether these regulations origina­
ted from the Prices Branch in Brisbane or 
from the Prices Branch in Canberra, or 
whether they are the direct policy of the 
Federal Labour Government; but whoever is 
responsible for the initiation and pursuit of 
st;ch a policy is wrong. I hope some steps 
w1ll be taken to coTrect those conditions under 
which the purchaser of the goods-who is 
innocent all the time-is made equally respon­
sible with the vendor for paying an amount 
in excess of the price that is fixed. 

I should like to make reference to an unjust 
principle the Prices Branch applies in the 
fixation of prices affecting farm products. 
Professor Coplancl laid the policy clown in 
these words-

'' In arriving at the grower's price con­
sideration has been given to the yield and 
average returns before and after the out­
break of the war.'' 

I hold that the Prices Branch which espouses 
a principle of that kind is in the wrong. 
Why should it take into consideration the 
average returns for farm products before and 
after the war W It is not fair to consider them 
as a price-fixing factor. Obviously under war­
time conditions costs have risen to an extra­
ordinarily high sum, completely changing the 
set of circumstances that applied to them 
before the war and in the early stages of the 
war. Therefore I want to suggest to hon. 
members that there is only one fair principle 
to apply, and that is present-clay production 
costs plus a fair profit to the grower of the 
product concerned. 

Very obviously the grower of vegetables­
potatoes, onions, all the things so urgently 
required to-day for the needs of the services 
and civilian population-has to operate under 
the conditions as to cost that exist to-day. 
Why should we be governed by conditions as 
to cost that existed before the war~ The 
scene is entirely altered. Therefore I feel 
that farmers are not being fairly dealt with 
by_ the Prices Commissioner in the principles of 
pnce-fixation that are being applied to-day. A 
classic example of that is what occurred this 
time last year when I drew the Chamber's 
attention to the action of the Deputy Prices 
Commissioner, Mr. Lindsey, and his officers 
in Brisbane in making a recommendation to 
Professor Copland, Canberra, for a decrease 
in the market price of onions from £55 a ton 
to £13 10s. overnight. When questioned as to 
the basis of such a drastic reduction, Mr. 
Lindsey stated that he had consulted with the 
Roma street merchants and had accepted the 
average price that had been ruling for the 
previous five or six years. That is an absurd 
and wrong method, and one that is unjust to 
the man growing onions and potatoes. It is 
an inequitable method, and discloses no scien­
tific or skilful handling of the situation at 
all, but just a rough and ready shoddy method 
of meeting the present situation instead of 

applying the sensible rule of present-day pro­
duction costs plus a fair profit to the grower. 

What is the position with respect to price­
fixing under war-time conditions W We find 
that the Press and radio, on behalf of the 
Department of Agriculture and Commerce, 
Canberra, impressing upon all the necessity 
for growing more vegetables-growing more 
pot a toes, and growing more onions. The 
farmers have. responded very well to those 
appeals in a patriotic spirit, but the failure 
of the Prices Commissioner to fix a minimum 
price has resulted in a grave injustice to the 
men who have clone the job the department 
urged them to do. The growers have grown 
the potatoes, onions, and vegetables, and sent 
them in in large quantities to the l~oma street 
markets. These are typical market reports 
to-clay:-'' no demand,'' ''limited demand,'' 
''not wanted,'' ''market weak.'' Then, as 
stated recently in the P'ress by the spokesma.n 
of Roma street markets, large quantities of 
cabbages, parsnips, beetroot, and other vege­
tables \Youlcl have to be dumped. That 
indicates that there is something seriously 
wrong with the principle of price-fixation. 
Apparently the Federal Government want to 
get the maximum production of potatoes, 
onions, and green vegetables of every kind 
for the armv and the civilian population, and 
yet because· of a pernicious price-fixing prin­
ciple, no protection by way of a minimum 
price is given to the gt'owers, with the result 
that when these vegetables are sent to market 
we have these reports I have just given. 
Where is there encouragement for the farmer 
to increase production of farm vegetables~ 

As a result of this glutted state of the 
Roma street markets, associated with the 
failure of the Prices Commissioner to fix a 
minimum price, I find that in the West More­
ton electorate great numbers of beautiful 
cabbages with large white hearts are being 
fed to the dairy cattle in the Gatton district, 
because prices do not warrant their being 
sent in. I also find that swede turnips are 
again being ploughed into the ground. This 
is a wilful waste of effort and labour, yet 
what is the farmer to do~ He must find the 
labour to dig the turnips and the cabbages 
and pay the freight and commission charges 
only to receive a price in return not commen­
surate with his labour, or to be told that his 
product is not wanted. 

It is a sol'l'y state of affairs. Surely the 
Department of Commerce and Agriculture at 
Canberra is not so bereft of common sense 
and intelligence that it is going to spend 
large sums of money urging the farmers to 
''Grow more vegetables,'' to ''Start dig­
ging now," and to "Dig for victory," unless 
they want these farmers' products. If they 
are wanted, why are not minimum prices fixed 
so that the farmer will be assured that there 
will be a profitable outlet for the fruits of his 
toil and industry~ That is a question I submit 
to the Minister and the members of the 
Government. Why is the farmer put in the 
sorry and desperate position that he does not 
know where he is in the matter~ Wanting 
to help the country, he grows the vegetables 
that are needed and they are sent to the 
market, but he finds there is no provision 
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there to use at profitable prices what he has 
grown. The potato season is approaching 
and there is a fixed price for potatoes. If 
the farmers received the price that is fixed 
there would be nothing wrong at all but 
there is a pernicious system of grading. I 
have the word of men who have been potato­
growers for years1 who assure me they sent 
to t~e market this year potatoes of prime 
q?ahty and they have been divided into 
different _grad~s and the average price they 
have received IS less than half the price they 
would have got if the fixed price had been 
allowed to prevail. 

lUr, Riordan: Who grades them? 

_li'Ir~ l'IIAHER: I understand the Potato 
Distnbutwn Committee at Roma street 
grades them. Those are men representative 
of the Roma street merchants. There are 
~any_ farmers to-day who believe that a racket 
IS gon~g on in the Roma street markets and 
there IS an outlet-a definite outlet-for the 
ca?bages, parsnips, beetroot, potatoes, and 
omons at top market prices; but there are 
others who have their own interests to serve. 
There are those operators there who find 
some sa.tisfaction in the occurrence of gluts, 
who deh?erately plan for gluts and buy in at 
cheap pnces the glutted product of the farmer 
and. who then behind the scenes are able to 
reta1l those vegetables to the army and other 
purchasers. at something approaching the fixed 
market pnce. I say that with deliberation 
and after discussion with mauv men who are 
competent to form an opiniou ·on the matter 
~nd I cha~l~nge the Press to publish it. That 
1s the pos1hon. I speak here on behalf of the 
men who ar~ working hard to-day to fulfil 
the war reqmrements and to grow those vege­
~ables1 and I ask any reasonable-minded man 
m this Committee: when the fanners are 
urged over the air, in the Press, and by poster 
appeals to _grow more vegetables when the 
slure co?ncils are being circularised asking 
them to mcrease vegetable production in their 
areas, why is it that when the vegetables go 
to the market there is no price for the man 
who ~rows t~1e~-unless there is some set-up 
that IS depnymg ~h.e man who grows them 
of what he IS leg1hmately entitled to get~ 
The whole system of price-fixing has failed in 
the sense that the door is wide open for this 
sort of business to operate. Why does the 
~epartment of Commerce and Agriculture not 
giVe a guarantee to the men who grow the 
vegetables th~ t they will get a fair and 
reason~ble pnce for the product they grow 
af~er It urges them to do so~ That is the 
pomt. 

-": Goyernm.ent lUember: Let them have 
natwnahsation then. 

. Mlr •. MAHER: There is no nationalisa­
twn; ~t does no~ fit into the picture at all. 
What IS want~d IS the application of common 
s~ns_e and busmess understanding and appre­
Ciatwn _of the position. What has happened 
to-day IS that the farmer has been thrown to 
the wolves by Government commands direc· 
tions, _admonitions, and injunctions. That is 
what IS happening. The other day I quoted 
Press advertisements, I quoted the radio 
appeals, the illustrated posters up on the 

hoardings in the city, urging that more vege­
tables be grown. ~When our farmers grow 
them they find their products are not wanted 
on the market. 

They are obliged to feed to dairy cattle 
beautiful cabbages that surely people in some 
parts of Australia urgently need. 1 can 
only say that we have reached a sorry con­
dition of affairs, and I attach a great deal 
of the responsibility, if not all of it, to the 
mismanagement of the Prices Branch. They 
should have some understanding of what is 
happening. Mr. Lindsey and his officers 
are on the spot; they know what is 
happening. IIVhy is it that representations are 
not made to Canberra to see that this waste 
of farm products is stoppeu and that a fair 
price is fixed for the products~ 

What will happen now~ ~When the potatoes 
and onions come in on the market there will 
be a glut; will the farmers receive a 
price much below that fixed by the Prices 
Branch because no minimum price is fixed for 
potatoes and onions~ The same applies to 
other vegetables. For most green vegetables 
there are neither maximum nor minimum 
prices, and the farmer is left entirely to the 
vagaries of the market. This will lead to a 
greater degree of general confusion and diffi­
culty. It is a very sorry spectacle, and Mr. 
Lindsey would be serving a good purpose if he 
took up this matter very actively with Pro­
fessor Copland. The Prime Minister, Mr. 
Cm·tin, has administexed a severe rebuff to 
the Prices Branch at Canberra and through­
out Australia by his decision to act on the 
unanimous motion passed by the Queensland 
Parliament in respect of differential prices. 
That is the biggest rebuff and snub adminis­
tered to the bureaucrats of the Prices Branch 
at Canberra and throughout Australia since 
this war began, and one they richly deserve. 
They are due for more. We should not mince 
words in the circun1stances of the time. There 
is the extraordinary position in which shark 
can be bought on the market at ls. 5td. a lb., 
whereas the price of mullet is fixed at Hd. 
a lb. The Prices Commissioner should investi­
gate an anomaly of that kind. 

And there are many more anomalies. The 
attitude to the milk business is one of the 
strangest episodes that I know of. Generally, 
they are deserving of some measure of cen­
sure from this Committee. 

lUr. RIORDAN (Bowen) (5.42 p.m.): To 
a great degree I agree with many of the 
remarks of the hon. member for West More­
ton. There is a great anomaly affecting a cer­
tain section of the community against whom 
there is always a great deal of discrimina­
tion. Take the present method of fixation of 
prices by the Prices Commissioner. I might 
say here that I appreciate the many diffi­
culties that confront Mr. Lindsey, and one of 
the things I always felt sorry about wa·s the 
taking of the control of price-fixation out of 
the hands of the State Commissioner of 
Prices 

Mr. L. J. Barnes: You gave it away. 

Mr. RIORDAN: We did nothing of the 
kind. When he makes such a statement the 
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hon. member does not know what he is talk­
ing abol!t· Un~er National Security regula­
tions pnce-fixabon was taken out of the con­
trol of the Sta:te Government. The hon. mem­
ber knows that his interjection is untrue. 

The position in Queensland at present is 
d~e t~ the lack of orderly marketing and dis­
trJ butwn of our farm products. This after­
noon the hon. member for West Moreton made 
the statement that a racket is operating on 
the market that needs investigation. It is a 
serious allegation and warrants immediate 
in:ve~tigation not only by the Prices Com­
nusswner but by this GoYernment. If the 
statement is true, imagine a gang of 
racketeers being allowed to get too-ether and 
discriminate in prices as regard; products 
sent on the market! I have believed for some 
time that operating on the markets of Bris­
bane, Sydney, and Melbourne is a gang work­
ing to the detriment of the farmers of this 
State. Queensland has always been classed 
as a: primary-producing State. Most of our 
primary products produced in large quantities 
are marketed beyond the State. Recently the 
price :fixed for tomatoes on the Sydney 
market was 9s. above that for the Brisbane 
JHarket. Everybody knows that such a pnce 
was a f_alse one, but to follow it to its logical 
conelnswn one can arrive at only 0ne decisiou 
::m d that ~s that the price wa"s definitely 
set for a cHcle of tomato farmers operatin·' 
on that market at that particular time-thos~ 
who are supplying the madcet with hot-house 
tomatoes. 

The 9s. was definitely put on at that time 
to give these people an advantage over the 
people who were competing with them for the 
rest of the year from the other States of the 
Commonwealth. Anyone who knows the 
position knows that that is true. 

Mr Sparkes: Who put the price on? 

_lUr. RIORDAN: Juo:t a~ Mr. Lindsey of 
th1s State has to subm1t h1s price before he 
can do anything within t~e State ~s to prices, 
to Professor Copland 111 Canberra so it 
happens in every other State. Th~se men 
are only acti~g in an ad:vi~ory capacity. They 
are not Pnces CommlSSlOners in the true 
sense of the t~rrr:- at all. They merely submit 
to the Comm1sswner recommendations sug­
gestions, or evidence gathered, and h~ :fixes 
the price. That is another anomaly that 
exists under the system. We hear about 
decentralisation, yet we have centralisation 
and control of prices always to the detriment 
of the primary-producing States of the 
Commonwealth. 

Then, would it not be possible for us to 
have inspectors from this Government who 
would have the authority of the Federal 
Government to g_rade potatoes? Why should 
the farmers be 111 the hands of every little 
group who will determine what price they 
shall_ get for their potatoes~ Does that set 
of Cll'Cumstances apply at abattoirs where 
beef is examined by Commonwealth 
inspectors~ Why can we not have Common­
wealth inspectors grading potatoes~ Why 
should it be left in the hands of a few of 
the private-enterprise exploiters who are 
operating on the market to-day~ 

We have heard much to-day about private 
enterprise, but God help the farmers if they 
have to rely on private enterprise and a gang 
of sharks-if what the hon. member for West 
Moreton said is true-are operating on the 
market. These charges have been made too 
often and over too long a period not to merit 
investigation. The time is ripe for an inves­
tigation of all the markets throughout the 
country. Inspectors should be appointed not 
only by the growers themselves, if the 
authority is given to them, but by this Govern­
ment, and the Federal Government should 
co-operate. 

One of the things that appeal to me most 
in relation to price-fixation is the racket that 
is going on in the city with respect to the 
price of clothes. If there is a racket any­
where it is attached to the age-old saying that 
there is profit in rags. Irrespective of where 
one may go in the city one sees this racketeer­
ing. Of course, many people worry more 
about buying a fancy dress shirt or hat than 
they would about buying tomatoes, potatoes, 
or something else to eat. So long as they 
could get the coupons they would continue 
paying the exorbitant prices that are charged, 
and there is no business in which people are 
being exploited more. You can go into any 
shop and examine the position from any angle 
at all. If you go in to buy a suit the price 
has risen 100 per cent. A suit that was sold 
for £S Ss. or £9 9s. just prior to and just 
after the beginning of the war costs £16 16s. 
or £17 17s. to-day. A shirt that cost 6s. 6d. 
or Ss. 6d. then costs 17s. or 18s. now. If 
you go to buy a hat the prices are almost 
double. If you go for a singlet you have to 
practise austerity always, both in price and 
size. 

Mr. Taylor: And the quality is not there, 
either. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The quality is inferior 
to anything that has ever been placed on the 
market previously. Here is a :field in which 
the Prices Branch officers could operate. I 
urge that price-fixing inspectors be sent 
throughout the State under the guidance of 
Mr. Lindsey and that they give us a general 
review of the position. If they do not do 
their job, they can be replaced. I admit that 
Mr. Lindsey is attempting to do his job to-day 
under very trying and adverse circumstances. 

Mr. Walker: And I believe that, too. 

Mr. RIORDAN: I have made application 
for inspectors to go North to go into certain 
prices charged for groceries there, and I was 
informed that an inspector would be going 
North shortly. One inspector to do almost 
the whole of North Queensland! 

If we want the Prices Commissioner to do 
his job properly we shall have to give him the 
necessary staff. There are plenty of places 
that can be combed for men capable of doing 
the work. The first place to which I would 
send them would be to what is commonly 
known as rag shops where the people are 
being shamelessly exploited to-day. At these 
places they will say, quite courteously, "You 
can have only one singlet; very sorry; that 
will be 5s. 6d. or 6s. 6d.'' They will sell you 
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one .singlet in _the very nicest of manners, just 
a mce executron, take the money from you, 
rob you and iilch you of it and tell you that 
you cannot have any more. 

We know for a positive fact that in the 
stores of Brisbane to·day heaps and heaps of 
crockery are hoarded. That applies through­
out the State, too, and they are retailed to the 
people at extortionate prices. Most of the 
stock was made before the war. A cup and 
saucer that possibly cost ls. or Is. 3d. before 
the war is retailed to-day for 3s. 6d. And 
those shops will tell you that you can have 
only one or two at a time. 

Mr. Taylor: They were indented before 
the war. 

.IIIr. RIORDAN: Of course they were. 
'rhese :'re cases t~a ~ should be investigated by 
~he Pnces Commissroner, but how can he do it 
If he has not enough staff~ He should inves­
tigate not only places that sell crockeq but 
also those that sell clothing and cutlery-all 
the things needed by the people. They are 
being handed out to the people to-day as a 
favour, and consequently the people are glad 
to get them. 

These are the things that appeal to me. 
Before the war the farmer was subject to 
the ra':ages of flood, disease, famine, and 
everythmg else. Perhaps he had causes for 
plenty o~ grouches and a few growls at times, 
but ha IS tu~ onl;y person in the community 
to-day wh? IS bemg retarded to any great 
extent. l'io-one expects that he should be 
allO\~'Cd to rob the people or filch from them, 
but. there should be an orderly system of mar­
ketmg, and above all he is entitled to a mini­
mum pr~ce for his products. After all, the 
farmer IS only a worker like any other man 
in the community who produces and he is 
:nti~led to a fair living, as any ~ther worker 
m mdustry is. He should be allowed to 
strive towards that end. Of course, when I 
refer to workers I am not referring to the 
big beef barons who come down here and 
exploit the people. 

l1Ir. Sparkes interjected. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. member has 
been away from Parliament for about three 
weeks and he just comes down to-day to 
make a show before the new hon. member 
for Hamilton. It is the duty of the Prices 
Commissioner to get on with his job by plac­
ing before his superior officer, Professor 
Copland, the fact that he needs more staff. 
?'hen let hi:n go out amongst the racketeers 
m the clothmg trade and in other places, and 
protect the rest of the community. If there 
are to be ceiling prices for products produced 
by the farmer than a minimum price should 
be :fixed for his products, too. Only then 
shall we have a contented community. 

Mr. L. J. BARNES (Cairns) (5.53 p.m.): 
I spoke at some length on this subject on 
Thursday last, and at the adjournment one 
hon. member opposite said that I had been 
grossly misleading in my reference to the 
powers of the Prices Commissioner. In my 
opinion the Prices Commissioner has more 
power than ever Solomon had in all his glory, 

with his 16 wives. The Prices Commissioner 
has the power to say what we shall eat, wear, 
and sleep on. He has the power to limit 
wages when the Government increase them. 
He has that power and well we know it. He 
has the power to·day to say what food a child 
shall eat. 

We know that it needs a certain quantity 
of vitamins to maintain the human body. 
The Prices Commissioner has the power to 
say what children may have in the way of the 
proteins, carbohydrates, minerals, and fats 
that are necessary for their young lives. In 
other words, h·e has power over life and death. 
The basic wage in Queensland to-day is 
approximately £4 17s. a week. As admitted 
by hon. members opposite, when the basic wage 
was £3 14s. a week under the Moore Govern­
ment's regime, more could be bought with 
it than you can get to-day for £4 17s. Hon. 
members must realise that the Prices Com­
missioner llas power to reduce the basic wage 
to £2 a week by inflating prices. IIe can 
inflate prices at will. 

Hon. members on the Government benches 
wish to convey that Mr. Lindsey is not under 
the contJol of the State Government, but of 
the Commonwealth Government. In effPct, 
they are trying to ''pass the buck.'' IN c 
know that· is important, particularly when 
we seP vegetables dumped as we have seen 
them dumped during the last few weeks. 
Somebody must take the blame for that. Our 
primary producers are being sabotaged by 
the Prices Commissioner in that he did not 
:fix both a minimum and maximum price 
twelve months ago and so help to avoid this 
glut. Why should the producer produce and 
throw his goods into the gutter because the 
market is glutted g That is where the Prices 
Commissioner is falling down on his job, and 
hon. members are well aware of it. I might 
mention at this juncture that it is not only 
the retail shop that is doing the exploiting; 
exploitation is taking place in organisations 
like the Committee of Direction. What is 
being done in reference to prosecutions for 
exploitation~ 

Itir. Nicklin: The C.O.D. was wrongly 
prosecuted. 

Mr. L. J. BARNES: I am given to under­
stand that it was wrongly proceeded against 
on the one occasion it was prosecuted. How­
ever, there is evidence that the C.O.D. has 
committed breaches. We want to know 
definitely who is doing the exploiting. 
There are hundreds of complaints of 
exploitation. In Cairns last week there 
was a conviction for an offence of exploita­
tion that took place 14 months ago. Why 
should there not be more prosecutions P At 
the present time there are more convictions 
for breaches of the Liquor Act than convic­
tions for selling food at inflated prices. The 
consumer of food is not protected at all. 
There should be at least 1,000 times more 
prosecutions for selling food at exorbitant 
prices; there should be more convictions 
for these breaches than for breaches 
of the liquor law. Unfortunately that is not 
so. That is where this· Government are falling 
down on their job-they have not raised a 
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protest as to the Prices Commissioner's 
falling down on his job. 

The Secreta.ry for Labour and Employ­
ment: That is not corect; you know it, too. 

lUr. L. J. BARNES: Beyond the resolu­
tion that was carried in Parliament last 
Ji'riday week, we have heard nothing from 
the Government on this question. The posi­
tion to-day is that if we keep on sabotaging 
food production there will be a shortage of 
food. If there is a shortage of food after 
this war we shall have the much-talked-of 
revolution. 

While the hon. member for West Moreton 
was speaking the hon. member for Barcoo 
blamed private enterprise for the dumping of 
cabbages. He does not want to blame the 
Prices Commissioner; he wants to blame 
private enterprise, the poor old farmer. The 
dumping of cabbages proves that private 
enterprise produced the goods, but, unfol·­
tunately, the Prices Commissioner failed to 
distribute them. By fooling farmers at 
certain times of the year with high prices, 
he treats the farmer rather like the donkey 
whose driver hangs a carrot in front of his 
nose that he never gets. We must 
put the blame where it rightly belongs. 
Private enterprise has always produced the 
goods, but hon. members opposite will talk 
about Socialism and nationalisation without 
any evidence in suppmt of their case. We 
ha've proved, with 1,500,000 people out of 
industq, that we have the goods, but unfor­
tunately the Prices Commissioner is falling 
down on his job. There are hon. members 
opposite who wish to put the blame where it 
does not belong; all I am interested in is that 
the blame is put on the person who is 
responsible; and if the Deputy Prices Com­
missioner, Mr. Lindsey, has not the power to 
do anything about this then it is up to the 
Government to move in the matter and protest 
to the Federal authorities. We know that while 
~1r. Lindsey ha'd power he was certainly mak­
ing a better job of it than is being made 
to-day-and I do not pay him a full com­
pliment by any means becnnse I know thgt 
during the time he had full power the job was 
ne>t carried out as it should have bem1. Tho 
reason was lack of sta'ff; as the hon. member 
for Bowen says, this department should have 
had 100 servants under this system. 

A Government Member: Where could 
you get them n;:,w 1 

JUr. L. J. BARNES: They could have got 
them in peace-time, but unfortunately they did 
r,ot. There are two in the office of the 
Deputy Prices Commissioner. 

A Government Member: He has more 
than that now. 

ll!r. L. J. BARNES: The number is 
infinitesimal in comparison with the job he 
has to do. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment interjected. 

lllr. L. J. BARNES: It should have been 
more. As one hon. member said, one inspec­
tor goes to North Queensland, and he still 

has no power. If that is not so why are 
l here not moTe convictions~ Ther~ is plenty 
of evidence. I mentioned that in Cairns there 
are approximately 100 complaints, but we 
hardly ever hear of a prosecution. So I say 
it is not that priva'te enterprise has failed. 
The hon. member for Barcoo well knows there 
is no evidence to prove that it has so; on 
the contrary, private enteTprise has produced 
the goods, but the Government have failed 
to distribute them, whetheT it be the Federal 
or State Government, and you have to get 
to work or the people will be using their 
franchise in the correct way at the next elec­
tions. 

In reference to the power of the Prices 
Connnj,.sioner, we must remember the words of 
Hothschild :-

''Permit me to issue and control the 
nation's credit and I care not who makes 
its laws.'' 

Second to that power, I think the Prices Com­
missioner has power over governments if they 
allow him to use it. They can do what they 
like with wages; they can raise the basic wage 
to £30 a week, but the following day he can 
inflate prices. It is done steadily, as men­
tioned in the Protocols-' We will so raise 
the rate of wages that it will be of no avail 
to the workers because we will so inflate 
prices, believing it comes through a shortage 
of agriculture.' The Goyim will wake up 
lmt it will be too late. ' 

We have evidence. To-day £20 is being 
paid for a beast for which a grazier would 
get £3 10s. 20 years ago and survive. Where 
is the difference going~ It is being paid to 
the plutocrat or whatever one may like to 
call him. The cost of administration is too 
great, and unfortunately that administration 
is sa bot aging production. One would not 
object if the administration was increasing 
production, but the exact opposite is the fact. 
When wages were £4 19s. a week, meat was 
7d. a lb. To-day a butcher's wage has 
increased to £5 9s. a week, approximately 10 
per cent., but there is a 100 per cent. increase 
in the price of meat. Prices are four jumps 
ahe~~ o.f hi_s wages. Unfortunately the 
pos1tion 1s senous, and unless we do something 
about it, as I said a few days ago, our sons 
and daughters will curse us in our graves. 
Hon. members must know this is important. 
The old-age pensioner of to-day, by reason 
of price inflation, is receiving approximately 
15s. a week from a Labour Government. The 
Labour Governments have to take the blame 
for price-fixing in this country. We talk o:J' 
invalid pensioners in this Committee, but we 
do nothing for them. We merely give them 
lip service. We must stand and fight for the 
rights of the people, and unless we do there 
will be a shortage of production after this 
war. We know that the primary producer 
cannot create a breach, and as far as the 
Prices Commissioner is concerned it is 
virtually impossible. Prices are pegged. He 
sees to it the farmer cannot get too much. 
He sees that the farmer gets little enough to 
get him out of his industry and into some 
other enterprise that will pay him better. 
There is proof of that to-day. Man-power 
has 2 per cent. to do with hunting 33 per 
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cent. of our primary producers out of their 
industry. The remaining 28 per cent. have 
been hunted out by the Prices Commissioner. 
There is no control of marketing whatever, 
and well hon. members know it. I am speak­
ing of the Prices Commissioner, the man who 
has sole power. There are illustrations about 
us to-day. In Beaudesert on Monday I saw 
roosters being sold for 10s. a head. \Vhat 
does it all mean? Are we trying to kill off 
all the pullets so that there will be no poultry, 
as we are doing with the milking cows. There 
is definite proof that there is no other motive 
behind it. High prices are ruling so that 
there will be no products. 

JUr. Taylor: They were lucky to get paid 
for them. They were lucky they did not get 
the fowlhouse cleaned up. 

ltir. L. J. BARNES: The hon. member' is 
probably referring to the regulations under 
which a man is not allowed to have more 
than 20 fowls. That is another sabotaging 
of production. 

The CHAIRIIIAN: Order! 

ltir. L. J. BARNES: At the present time 
we are receiving peace-time prices for our 
exports, but for our imports we are paying 
75 per cent. higher than in peace-time, and 
nobody has raised any protest. There is 
lease-lend, but hon. members can believe me 
that we shall be on the wrong side of the 
ledger. There can be no doubt about that. 
The other day I think the hon. member for 
Kennedy spoke in reference to malnutrition 
and said that it did not exist. Imagine him 
making a statement such as that considering 
the pre-war evidence of the British Medical 
Association indicating that 52 per cent. of 
our infants were suffering from malnutrition. 
Fruit and vegetables are two important food­
stuffs, and can anyone say that with an 
increase of 100 per cent. to 200 per cent. in 
prices there is no malnutrition~ There is 
greater malnutrition in this country than 
ever, even during the term of the Moore 
Government. These facts must be faced. I 
am well aware of what the basic wage wage 
of to-day will buy, but with the maladminis­
tration in not teaching people what to eat and 
the prices asked for goods to-day, the basic 
wage will buy only £2 worth of goods, 
generally speaking. We have Menzies or 
somebody else telling us that the pound note 
has been deflated 25 per cent. I will be my 
own statistician and contend that it is deflated 
much more than that on account of prices 
only. 

We have heard that the Queensland Com­
missionm~ of Prices has been seconded to the 
Federal Government. It is time this Govern­
ment took some action about the control of 
prices in order to see to it that consumer 
and producer alike get a fair and just deal. 

Mr. SPARKES (Aubigny) (7.27 p.m.): 
I am at a loss to know just who instructs the 
Deputy Prices Commissioner. I have watched 
and searched, but have not yet heard or read 
that the Government have ever suggested 
interference by the Prices Commissioner when 
prices for certain commodities were low. If 

I am wrong, I shall be glad to be corrected 
by any hon. member here who can tell me 
otherwise. 

Mr. T'heodore: What do you want him to 
do, raise them to a high lev8l ~ 

Mr. SPARKES: What would anyone 
expect from a Government an hon. member 
of which sat there this afternoon and said 
that the farmers wel'a nothing but whingers. 
'l'hat statement was made by the hon. mem­
ber for W arrego. 

Mr. Riordan: That is not true. 

Mr. SP ARJ{ES: What can one expect'? 
That statement was mada when the hon. 
member for Bowen was speaking. I have 
never yet heard any hon. member get up in 
this Chamber and say, when prices were low, 
that the Prices Commissioner should inter­
vene. It is only when the price of a thing 
gets high that they suggest any such action. 
Any hon. member must know that prices rise 
because the commodity concerned is in short 
sup,ply, and it follows that only a few pro­
ducers are reaping the benefit of the higher 
prices. When those few producers do get 
higher prices, all they can do is build up a 
reserve to carry them over the period when 
prices are low, and product is plentiful. Hon. 
members seem to lose sight of that fact. You, 
Mr. Brassington, know as well as I do the 
many difficulties confronting the primary pro­
ducer. You know that he has to suffer the 
ravages of drought and of pests, and when 
he gets a little more than the average the 
price is brought down. 

Mr. Devries: That is not true. 

Mr. SPARKES: It is true. We have seen 
it happen recently. We had it with potatoes 
and onions; in fact, we have it with every­
thing. I honestly believe that if the price 
of an article rises so many weople decide to 
go in for producing it that before very long 
the production of the article automatically 
brings down the price. The man who is 
fortunate enough to get a little higher than 
the usual price is only being !'epaid for the 
many times when he has been obliged to sell 
his product at below cost of production. 

·within the last few days men holding the 
highest positions in the Commonwealth so 
far as the price of meat is concerned have 
visited this State, and I have reason to 
believe that there is a f,aeling abroad-and 
I have no reason to doubt my authority for 
this-that there is a grave possibility that if 
prices continue at their present level at Can­
non Hill the meat will be seized in the hall 
at 41s. Sd. a 100 lb. I want to tell hon. 
members opposite, the Premier in particular, 
that when I spoke in this Chamber some days 
ago on the question of meat prices, hon. 
membBrs on the Government side said that I 
was mad-thev bawled at me-yet a few days 
afterwards they voted unanimously for a 
motion that did exactly wh'lt I suggested. I 
said at the time that I was speaking .from 
a practical lmowledge of the industry. If 
this Government are going to allow meat to 
be seized in that meRt hall at 41s. 8d. a 
100 lb., after a man has bought a beast at 
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a little bit more than that, then I warn them 
that there will be no beef. I may be asked, 
''Are you going to hold it back~'' I ask 
any hon. member here who has a practical 
lmO\Tledge of fat cattle to go to Cannon Hill 
on 'l'hursday and he will see for himself that 
a veTy big propol'tion of the cattle comprise 
what we term good beef-a bullock that 
dresses perhaps at 650 lb.-but in two or 
three months that beast would probably weigh 
900 lb. 

If you are going to sei21e the carcasses in 
the meat hall at 4ls. Sd. a 100 lb., then the 
people who have them on their properties will 
hold them back to put the extra condition on 
them, and in that way you will lose meat 
rather tlwn gain it. I want to point that 
out vel'y cleal'ly to the Premier. I want him 
to make a note of the fact. 

A Gove1·nment ~!ember: You are wrong. 

JUr. SPARKES: I am not wrong. I know 
the position only too well, because it is my 
business, my living, and it means £ s. d. to 
me. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: Who is talking of seizing the beef? 

Mr. SPARKES: The hon. gentleman 
knows only too well, and so would the Pre­
mier if he would only prompt someone to 
ask him the question. He knows that the 
beef could be seized at the abattoirs at 41s. Sd. 
a 100 lb. 

'flle CHAIRlUAN: Order! The hon. 
member is discussing a matter outside the 
vote. 

JUr. SPARKES: I was referring to the 
Prices Commissioner, and he is the person 
who would fix the 

1
price at 41s. Sd. If the 

beef is seized it will mean that there will 
be less meat inst·ead of more on the market. 
Hon. members opposite may laugh, but they 
did the same thing when I made a previous 
suggestion, and I was invited to go to the 
border to shoot the cattle. 

The Premier: Do you not see that if we 
had the power to seize the meat in the meat 
hall we could also seize it on your station, 
and see that the people did not starve~ 

Jir. SPARKES: Perhaps the hon. gentle­
man would fatten the cattle on my station, 
too, and perhaps he would seize the country 
with which to fatten them. His remark is so 
childish as to be hardly worth a reply. 

'l'lle Premier: Your bullocks are no 
better than you are. 

1\'Ir. SPAR . .KES: There would be no use 
in taking the bullocks unless they were fat. 
They are not any use if they are all skin and 
hide. 

The Premier: We are eating skin and 
hi&e to-day to a certain extent. 

li'Ir. SPARKES: Immediately I get up to 
speak on this subject I am met with all the 
abuse possible from hon. members opposite. 
They said I was wrong when I expressed 
opinions on a previous occasion, but later on 

they carried a resolution unanimously embody­
ing what I had suggested. I pointed out 
that the higher price ruling for' beef in 
Sydney had the effect of taking cattle away 
from this State, and the Premier interjected, 
"We will go out to the border and shoot 
them.'' 

The Premier: No. said, "Will you 
come out to the border with me ... '' 

li'Ir. SPARKE§: I do not suppose that I 
was to do all the shooting. It seems to me 
that the Prices Commissioner has only one 
idea, and that is to fix prices when they are 
going up. vVhy does he not do something 
when prices come down~ 

JUr. Riordan: You denied my statement 
about the chillers weighing 650 lb.~ 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
Why were you not here last Friday week 
when we debated the subject~ 

Mr. SPARKES: It appears to me that the 
Prices Commissioner sees only one side of 
the picture. 

l\Ir. Tl1eodore: How would you like to 
live on hairy goat all the time instead of 
be eH 

li'Ir. SPARKES: I do not know what the 
hon. member has lived on, and I should not 
like to call him a hairy goat. However, I 
do not know how that is relevant to the 
question. Personally, I think that for all the 
good the Priees Commissioner is he might as 
well do away with his entire staff. 

Mr. Riordan: And allow an open go for 
the bushrangers. 

Mr. SPARKES: With all respect to the 
hon. member for Bo\Yen, I want to say that 
the people who are producing these products 
are not bushrangers, and they are just as good 
as he is, and that the people who grow the 
products are entitled to a reasonable price 
for them. One of the main reasons for a 
shortage is that a fair price has not been 
paid. The high prices that are obtained 
occasionally only go to make np for the very 
low prices. Presumably it is the duty of the 
Prices Commissioner to pull down prices when 
they go up, and it is not his duty to raise 
prices when they fall. Not one hon. member 
opposite has ever risen in his place and 
suggested that prices should be increased. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
"\Vhere were you a week last Friday when the 
subject was discussed? 

Thir. SPARii:ES: The hon. gentleman 
made a statement about wheat. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
You answer my question. 

Mr. SPARKES: I will answer the ques­
tion if the hon. gentleman will give me time. 
He said there was no regulation of wheat 
production in this State by the fixation of 
a price, but his statement only goes to display 
his ignorance of the wheat industry. The 
fixation of 2s. a bushel :for wheat over the 
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first 3,000 bushels automatically regulates 
wheat production in Queensland. If the 
:i\finister would only go out into the wheat­
growing areas on the Darling Downs )1e would 
find that what I say is right. Instead of 
having the harvest that we should have to-day 
it has been curtailed to the extent that 
it is back to about the 4s. a bushel basis. 
If the Prices Commissioner is r'equired-hon. 
members opposite seem to think that he is­
then for heaven's sake let him give some 
thought to the under-dog as well as to the 
man who eats the products. 'rhey in some 
way deny to the man who works on these 
farms the price he should obtain for his 
products. 

I heard one hon. member say that the 
farmer was a worker. I agree with him. No­
one in this Chamber works like him, either 
in number of hours or quantity of work accom­
plished, yet as soon as the price of his pro­
duct goes up the axe is brought down on 
him, but as soon as the price falls, they let 
him go to blazes. 

Mr. COLLINS (Cook) (7.40 p.m.): The 
hon. member for Aubigny is entirely off the 
track in his remarks about the Commissioner 
of Prices. He made many mistakes, particu­
larly in his statement that the price of no 
primary product was :fixed at a fair level, 
and that when the price of a primary product 
was reduced in value he was allowed to go 
to blazes, but as soon as it tended to increase 
the Prices Commissioner prevented it from 
increasing above its normal level. That is 
entirely wrong. It is entirely untrue of the 
industry that the hon. member is mainly con­
cerned with, the meat industry. The fixed 
price of meat is 4ls. 6d. for 100 lb. Will 
anyone, even the hon. member for Aubigny, 
say that is a bad price for fat stock~ 

Mr. Brand: No. 

I\Ir. COLLINS: It is a good price for fat 
stock. Let us be fair and admit it is. What 
about the price of another primary product, 
wool~ That was :fixed at a fair price to the 
grazier. 

Mr. Sparkes: It was fixed by the British 
Government. 

I\Ir. COLLINS: It was fixed by the 
:E'ederal Government on representations by the 
States, and it has recently been increased by 
15 per cent. by the Federal Government. 

:Mr. Sparkes: By the British Govern­
ment. 

1Ur. COLLINS: Not by the British 
Government, but by the Federal Government 
on representations by the State Governments 
that the original price was not fair. \Ve 
cannot get away from that. Wool and cattle 
are two primary products at least that the 
hon. member ought to have some knowledge of. 
Yet he comes here and displays most deplor­
able ignorance or innocence; I will not say 
which. I do not think it is ignorance. He 
endeavoms to put over misstatements that are 
entirely wrong in an endeavour to mislead 
the people. Take another primary industry, 
the butter industry. What aid has been given 
to the butter industry~ No less than a sub-

sidy of £6,500,000, in order to bring the price 
up to a point that is payable to the primary 
rroducer. 

:Mr. Sparkes: How many are going out 
of butter production~ 

:Mr. COLLINS: They are not going out 
of butter because of the price. Some may 
be going out of the industry because they are 
unable to obtain labour, but the Federal 
Government to-day are attending to that 
problem. They realise, as this Government 
always have, that the primary producers are 
entitled to a fair and reasonable price for 
their products, and in most eases we are 
obtaining justice. Take another big primary 
industry, the wheat industry. The price for 
wheat has been stabilised at a fa1r and 
reasonable level to both producers and con­
sumers. 

:Mr. Sparkes: What-2s. a bushel? 

The Attorney-General: Four shillings. 

Mr. COLLINS: What does the hon. m em-
her for Aubigny know about primary pro­
ducers' 

I\Ir. Sparkes: I know about them and I 
can take you among wheat men who know 
the position, too. 

Mr. COLLINS: The price of wheat was 
:fixed at 4s. a bushel. 

Mr. Sparkes: That was only for a small 
quantity. 

Mr. COLLINS: No, not a small quantity. 

:Mr. Sparkes: It is. 

Mr. COLLINS: It was fixed for the bulk 
of the wheat produced. Wheat that has 
deteriorat€d and is not :fit for flour is sold at 
a less price, but the great bulk of the wheat 
crop is :fixed at a fair, reasonable and just 
price. It is peculiar that not one representa­
tive of the wheat-growing districts has com­
plained about the pri0e. Take another 
primary product, pig-meats. The price of pig­
meats has been :fixed at 9d. a lb. 

:tUr. 1Uuller: After much trouble. 

I\Ir. COLLINS: The pig producer has 
never had a better price :fixed in the history 
of the industry. Not only has the price 
been :fixed at 9d. a lb., but that price has 
been guaranteed for two years, while a year's 
notice must be given before any alteration can 
bP- made in that price. Let us be a little fair 
and reasonable in all these things. The price 
of peanuts also has been :fixed at a fair and 
reasonable level. In fact, nea'rly every com­
modity the growers of which have themselves 
taken an intelligent interest in the industry, 
and organised it under the legislation formu­
lated by the present Government many years 
ago, are to-day receiving a fair and reason­
n1Jle price for their product. I am not saying 
they are having a particularly good time 
because circumstances are affecting every 
member of this community, such as the short­
age of labour and materials, including 
machinery, benzine, and similar goods. 
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But do not let us blame the Prices Com­
missioner for all those things. He probably 
has made many mistakes. Our Commissioner 
of Prices is the Deputy Prices Commissioner 
for the Commonwealth, but we must again 
admit that prices in this country have been 
kept at more reasonable levels perhaps than 
in any other country in the world to-day. 
For instance, in England their prices have 
gone entirely out of hand and they are nearly 
double what they were in pre-war times. That 
has not happened in this country. Here we 
have a rise generally of about 25 per cent.; 
and in order to stop any further rise the 
Federal Government have pegged prices; and 
that is a tribute to the interest taken by our 
Federal Government and the Prices Commis­
sioner. Our Prices Commissioner has done a 
good job for this country. 

I was rather interested in the statemen,t 
made by the hon. member for Aubigny that 
his efforts were responsible for the Queens­
land Government's making representations to 
the Federal Government in order to stop 
cattle from going to New South Wales. It was 
very surprising how silent that hon. member 
was about six months ago when I brought this 
same matter up in the last session of Parlia­
ment and complained that the system was 
entirely wrong. It has taken at least six 
months for that action to be taken, and it 
was not the hon. member for Aubigny who 
drew the country's attention to it; yet he is 
now doing all he can to claim all the credit for 
it. He was more interested at that time in 
getting cheap cattle from the Gulf country so 
that he could fatten them down here and get 
the good prices ruling in New South Wales. 
Now he sees it is hitting against him he poses 
as a big, kind man trying to get more justice 
for the people. The person he is most inter­
ested in is himself; if it is affecting his 
pocket it is time for him to squeal, but unless 
it is affecting his pocket everything is all 
right. I think the hon. member exposed him­
himself in his true colours when he said "Let 
us do away with the Prices Commissioner 
altogether and have an open slather; when 
things are in short demand we will collar the 
market and get double the prices, but if 
prices happen to go down' '-which he knows 
they probably will not do during the war­
time-'' we will take the risk, '' knowing there 
is no risk at all. 

The Prices Commissioner is the man stand­
ing as the judge between the consuming 
public and those who are producing the neces­
sary commodities. He is holding the scales 
of justice fairly. Mistakes are made-I am 
not going to deny it-but in nearly every 
case where mistakes are made at the begin­
ning they are eventually corrected. It is far 
better than having prices rising higher and 
higher as they were when wages were going 
higher and higher; it prevents the i11fiation that 
is often quoted by hon. members opposite from 
taking place. 'rhe Prices Commissioner occu­
pies one of the most responsible positions in 
the Commonwealth in order to prevent that 
inflation, which would be disastrous to all 
sections of the community. I am not an advo­
cate of inflation any more than the hon. mem­
ber is, and I recog11ise that the powers that 

be are preventing inflation from taking 
place; and in that respect the Prices Com­
missioner is doing one of the most respon­
sible jobs in a very fair and equitable way. 

I think I have dealt with most phases of 
the primary industries complained about by 
the hon. member for Aubigny. The hon. 
member for Cairns spoke in the opposite 
strain. He said the Prices Commissioner was 
allowing prices to go far too high. So there 
we have two hon. members belonging to the 
one party in opposition advocating two 
entirely opposite policies; and it would appear 
from that at least that the Prices Commis­
sioner is preserving an even balance of jus­
tice as between those who want to exploit the 
public and those who want to exploit the pro­
ducer. 

The tobacco industry is another one with 
which a fair price has been fixed. I do not 
say the tobacco-growers are making profits, 
but I do say it is not the price of tobacco 
that is preventing them from making a reason­
able living; it is the difficulty of obtaining 
supplies of materials. Taking the whole thmg 
by and large the Federal Government have 
done a better job in this country than I 
believe has been done in any other country 
engaged in the war, and I think the Commit­
tee should take due notice of the efforts that 
have been made and give due credit to the 
Prices Commissioner for the work he has done. 

Mr. KERR (Oxley) (7.51 p.m.): I do not 
think it can be denied that price-fixing gener­
ally in Queensland cannot by any stretch of 
the imagination be called satisfactory. 

Mr. Brand: It is bungling. 

Mr. KERR: It is absolute bungling, and 
I do not propose to say on whom we should 
fix the responsibility. The fact remains that 
the control of prices for our commodities in 
Queensland would appear to be in the hands of 
the Prices Commissioner, Professor Copland, 
a Federal authority. Whether he does or 
does not know the position here, the control 
is out 'Of the hands of our Commissioner of 
Prices. He appears to be at the mercy 
entirely of Professor Copland, and as a State 
Government we should not tolerate that state 
of affairs. In the case of meat, this Govern­
ment had to take a stand and Parliament 
had to pass a resolution, which was passed 
on to the Commonwealth Government with 
good results. But is this sort 'Of thing to 
continue with each commodity~ Must this 
Government have a motion passed whenever 
something has to be rectified~ Is this to be 
done with one commodity after another dealt 
with by the Federal authorityW It is time 
the system was altered, or in fact abolished, 
and the work put under the control of the 
Commissioner of Prices in Queensland. For 
the life of me I cannot see why some arrange­
ment of that kind is not made. 

In the main, the fixation of ceiling prices 
has my personal approval, subject to one 
condition, and that is, that if ceiling prices 
have to be :fixed when commodities are scarce, 
it should be good enough to control prices 
also when there is a glut. 
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Mr. :fi'Iaher: Fix a minimum price. 

Mr. KERR: I will not call it a minimum 
price. When there is a scarcity of a com­
modity the authorities come into the picture 
and fix a ceiling price, thereby doing a way 
with the old law of supply and demand; but 
when there is a glut of a commodity they 
allow the law of supply and demand to 
operate. In the law of supply and demand 
there are, first of all, the producer, then the 
middleman, then the retailer, and, last of 
all, the c-onsumer. The consumer cannot be 
blamed for high prices, and neither can the 
producer, inasmuch as he gets little if any 
of the high price. One must look then at the 
intermediate sections handling these com­
nl'odities. It is usually they who get the 
rake-off. There must be a thorough investi­
gation into the whole position. Whether it 
is a Federal or State responsibility nobody 
has placed his finger on the spot in this 
matter, and somebody must do this quickly, 
because discontent is rampant as regards 
prices throughout Queensland. 

In conclusion, I would point out that in 
view of the fa.cts I l1ave just related l 
cannot see that there is any necessity for this 
vote. There is no Commissioner of Prices 
in Queensland. 'rhe Government do not pay 
him a salary, or if they do it is recouped. 
There is, therefore, no neces~ity for this vote 
at all. 

Mr. BRAND (Isis) (7.&6 p.m.): Amidst 
all this welter of criticism of the Prices Com­
missioner, it is well to state on behalf of the 
producer that he has never looked for an 
extravagant price for his products. How­
ever, he has not been satisfied with the way 
in which the Prices Commissioner has dealt 
with them. It is remarkable that when a 
brilliant man in a high position deals with 
the prices of foodstuffs, he makes a bungle 
of it. There is not one of his decisions in 
regard to the prices of foodstuffs that has 
been satisfactory, either to the producer or 
the consunl'er. There is something wrong. 

}fr. Comns: That is not right. 

1Ur. BRAND: What of the bungle in all 
the foodstuffs coming from our primary 
industries over the past two years? Smely, 
in the name of Queensland, our Queensland 
Commissioner of Prices should have some 
influence on the Commonwealth Commissioner 
on the question of prices. 

The Secretary for Mines: How do you 
control the price of sugar W 

llir. BRAND: Our primary products 
should have an orderly marketing system, yet 
the very party that says we should have 
orderly marketing cannot fix the price of one 
foodstuff when a glut occurs. 

The Sec.retary for Agriculture and Stock: 
What about orderly production of sugar~ 

Mr. BRAND: The Secretary for Agricul­
ture and Stock interjects, yet in the wheat­
growing industry Queensland is being sacri­
ficed to the Southern interests. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I point out to 
the hon. member that the question of the 
fixation of the wheat price is not controlled 
by the Queensland Commissioner of Prices. 

Mr. BRAN]): I realise that it is a Federal 
matter, but I was quoting that as an example 
of the type of price-fixing we have. In this 
State, on the general question of price-fixing, 
we have not evolved one sensible method. 
Surely every hon. member will admit that if 
we are going to fix the ceiling price for com­
modities we should at least also fix a minimum 
price so that the producer will be assured 
of a reasonable return for his product~ We 
have the spectacle of responsible Ministers 
urging the people to grovv certain commodities 
and assuring them that they will get reason­
able prices, yet year after year we see 
potatoes, onions, cabbages, in fact vegetables 
of all kinds, ploughed in because the authori­
ties have failed to evolve a scheme that will 
make for orderly marketing and give the 
assurance of a reasonable price. All this 
happens because the price-fixing authorities 
have not fixed a minimum price that will give 
a reasonable return to the growers. 

Mr. lhmstan: How would a minimum 
price cure that~ 

:Jir. BRAND: I am afraid that the hon. 
member for Gympie is like his administration, 
unable to find a basis upon which we can be 
sure that man-power is not being wasted in 
the production of our commodities and that 
commodities will be produced at a reasonable 
price for the consumer. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stoclr: 
vYould minimum prices prevent gluts~ 

l!Ir. BRAND: That is a question that the 
Minister himself has not been able to ansvYer. 
This is not a new matter. 

The Secretary :I' or Mines: Then solve it. 

sir. BRAND: It is solved in other coun­
tries of the world. It is solved in all the 
belligerent countries to-day. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
You are trying to evade answering my 
question. 

]}lr. BRAND : I am not evading the 
question. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
Would a minimum price prevent gluts? 

M:r. BRAND: I suppose the Minister can 
make his own speech. All I say is that if 
the Minister is going to fix a ceiling price 
for commodities, then at least he should fix 
a minimum price that would, in effect, 
automatically control production. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
Answer my question first. 

II'Ir. BRAND: I repeat that in all the 
belligerent countries in the world to-day they 
have fixed it. 

The Secretary for Mines: What is your 
a)lthority for saying that W 
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llr. BRAND: Because every country that 
is at war to-day has fixed the prices of com­
modities. Nothing is wasted, reasonable 
prices are paid, whether in Britain, in the 
Axis countries, or in America. 

The Seeretary for ~lines: They have not 
fixed it. 

JUr. BRAND: They have. They are not 
having the difficulty that we are experiencing 
because inexperienced men are fixing prices. 

I repeat that the producers are not asking 
for extravagant prices. 'rhey ask only for 
reasonable prices. Surely we can find some 
means by which we can organise production 
and marketing so that the prices received by 
the primary producer will cover the cost of 
production and allow him a reasonable 
standard of living. It is not in the interests 
of the country, its people, or its war effort 
that men should produce commodities for 
which no market can be found. 

If it is not the duty of the Government 
to find a market in a time of war, then 
whose duty ie iH Surely that is part of the 
a.dministration in the fixation of prices, but if 
the Government do not want to assume that 
responsibility then let them cease fixing prices 
on the present methods and allow the law 
of supply and demand to operate so that 
matters will be better for the consumer and 
for the producer. If marketing schemes are 
to be the order of the day let them be 
properly organised. Many of the industries 
that are producing the foodstuffs for the 
nation to-day are not organised at all. The 
producer is called upon to supply the food­
stuffs, but. his markets are not properly 
organised for his benefit and the benefit of 
the people. 

The hon. member for Cook almost con­
vinced hon. members that the statement by the 
hon. member for Aubigny was true. I 
realise that 4ls. Sd.• a 100 lb. is a reasonable 
price for prime beef, yet it is true that prices 
above that figure are being paid. However, 
when there is a glut there is no Prices 
Commissioner or Government who will come 
to the rescue of the producer by saying that 
prices have fallen to an unpayable level. In 
view of the many conditions that face the 
producer in the economic and financial field, 
especially in connection with increased taxa­
tion, the primary producers are anxious to 
obtain only a reasonable price to enable their 
businesses to continue. May I ask the 
Minister in charge of the vote to follow the 
example and experience of the sugar industry 
where there has been a system of orderly 
marketing over a number of yea'rs in relation 
to the product sold in Australia, the price of 
which has been maintained at such a level as 
to give a reasonable price to the consumer in 
pre-war days~ That industry has received a 
rE'asonable price, thereby giving a fair return 
to the producer. 

These factors should be taken into con­
sideration by the Prices Commissioner in all 
matters relating to price-fixation. There has 
been, and no doubt will continue to be, a 
great deal of official bungling in price-fixation 
because the people who have controlled it 
have not had any experience of the problems 

of rural life. Whenever thev have dealt with 
the subject they have bungled it. That is a 
great pity. I believe that a greater part 
should be played in these matters by those 
directly associated with the industry because 
it has been clearly demonstrated to this Par­
liament and the Federal Parliament that where 
the producers themselves haYe had the right 
to control their own prices, the results have 
been advantageous not only to the producers 
but to the consumers, too. The consumers are 
entitled to a fair dealt, but the people of 
Queensland have not had that fair deal, and 
they have not had the benefits that they should 
have had. The official bungling has gone on, 
with the result that the consumers of Brisbane 
and of Queensland generally have had to pay 
very high prices at times, while at other times 
prices have been very low. Never has there 
been a regular and reasonable price for the 
commodities consta'ntly required by the con­
sumers of Queensland. I hope our Deputy 
Prices Commissioner will endeavour to use the 
influence he must possess with the Federal 
Prices Commissioner so that the people of 
Queenland will through their industries get a 
very much better deal than they have had in 
the past. 

Mr. MULLER (Fassifern) (8.8 p.m.): 
When speaking on the Chief Office vote the 
Minister put forward a proposition with 
which I entirely agreed. When prices are 
fixed at an uneconomic level the effect has 
been to create a shortage. I then brought 
evidence to show that that is already taking 
place in the dairy produce industry. We 
have the spectacle, as reported in this morn­
ing's "Courier· Mail," of our dairy produc­
tion throughout Australia being down some­
thing like 27 per cent. as compared with the 
corresponding period of last year. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: You 
would not expect it to be up, would you~ 

Mr. MULLER: I will tell the hon. 
gentleman why Queensland production is down 
about 40 per cent. To be quite honest I 
shonld not expect production to be up in 
Queensland. I realise that some of the short­
age is attributable to climatic conditions. 
New South \'Vales has had the best winter 
and early spring rains that have fallen for 
years, and South Australia and Western Aus­
tralia-I know what I am talking about, as 
I am supplied with weekly production figures 
~have had a record season. Therefore, there 
is no excuse for the decline in the production 
of the Commonwealth so far as climatic cun­
ditions are concerned, yet production is 
slipping. The Minister has said that it would 
not have that effect. I disagree with him. 
It is having that effect. The ''Courier­
Mail'' this morning shows that we shall be 
rather seriously affected. 

TJ1e Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: Did you say I said butter prices 
were at an economic level~ 

Mr. l\IULLER: The ]lon. gentleman used 
words to that effect. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: No, you are using that argument. 
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ll'Ir. MULLER: I am using that argument 
now. 

Tlle Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: You mean present prices? 

lUr. MULLER: Yes, present prices. Even 
i:o-day 's price of Is. 6d. a lb. is not economic 
and people are lea.ving the industry in conse­
quence. If the Minister likes to look up 
any country newspaper he will see a number 
of advertisements in which dairy herds are 
offered for sale. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: How does your share-farmer get 
on~ 

l\Ir. IUULLER: If the hon. gentleman is 
refening to m'e personally then I wish to tell 
him my share-farmer gets on as well as 
any other share-farmer. 

The Secretary for Labour and Employ­
ment: He is having a raw deal. 

The CHAIRlUAN: Order! I hope the 
hon. member will connect his remarks with 
this vote. 

Mr. l'\IULLER: I was dealing with the 
price of butter when the Minister interjected. 
I am concerned because prices are fixed at 
a level that will not encourage production. 
During the past few weeks considerable dis­
·cussion has taken place on the ceiling prices 
of meat. I was interested to-day to read the 
Prime Minister's statement that he had 
assmed this Government that an adjustment 
of prices would be made. I can forecast 
that the adjustment that will be made will 
be on all-fours with what the hon. member 
for Aubigny forecast-it "·ill not be a level­
ling up of prices but a levelling down. I 
can tell hon. members what will happen. Mr. 
Curtin will see that the New South Wales 
prices are brought back to the Brisbane 
prices. I am not complaining that 4ls. Sd. 
a 100 lb. is not a sufficient price for beef. 
but you will find that the price of beef is 
brought back to the Brisbane rate. I have 
said previously, and I repeat that I do not 
believe for a moment that men like Mr. 
Lindsey and Professor Copland are fools. 1 
believe that these gentlemen are capable of 
fixing prices on a fair and equitable basis 
if permitted to do so. One cannot help feel­
ing that there are influences at work that 
prevent them from doing what they think is 
a fair thing. 

This is happening not only in Queensland, 
but in the Commonwealth and New Zealand 
also. I want to give the Committee an idea 
of how prices adjustments are working in 
New Zealand. Here is a report taken from 
a newspaper I got a few days ago-

" It should be noted, however, that the 
labour problem still remains unsolved. 
Single men are nnprocura.ble to-day, and 
dairy farm·ers are paying £5 weekly and a 
free house for a married man, where the 
wife takes no part in the farming opera­
tions. A wage of £6 to £7 weekly, plus a 
free house, is commonly being paid where 
the wife assists in the milking shed. This 

is an anomalous position when we take into 
consideration that the dairy farmer him­
self, under the guaranteed price scheme, 
gets a net income of only £4 10s. a week, 
plus a free house-and only if he main­
tains the standards set out in the article 
published by you. As in Australia, so in 
New Zealand-the dairy farmer is the 
'forgotten man.' Returns published in the 
New Zealand Press three m'onths ago show 
that the earnings of 1,426 waterside 
workers in Auckland as furnished to the 
Commissioner of Taxes for the previous 12 
months' figures averaged £7 46 for a work­
ing week of 59!± hours--" 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the 
hon. member will connect his remarks with 
the subject-matter under discussion. 

lUr. lliULLER: If you allow me to finish 
the point I am making, Mr. Brassington, you 
will find that the prices adjustments are 
such that the men carrying on the industry 
are getting considerably less than they are 
paying ·others to help them. The comparison 
in New Zealand shows that the water­
side worker showed in his income-tax return 
that for the past 12 months hs received an 
average of £14 7s. for a week of 59!1; hours. 
On the other hand, the dairy farmer received 
£:5 a week for a week of 70 hours. 

At 8.15 p.m., 

J\fr. MANN (Brisbane) relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

lUr. l'\IULLER: Those are the anomalies 
that have been created and I feel that they 
will continue until some alteration is made. 
"!:'he Prices Commissioner has not the control 
that he should have. It is little use this 
Committee's criticising the Prices Commis­
sioner personally or the system unless we are 
prepared to make a recommendation that 
might improve it. 

It must be admitted, because of the experi­
ence we have gained during the last couple of 
years and because of the mistakes made under 
this system, that we must set up a system that 
will serve the community a good deal better 
than the present one. I believe it is essen­
tial to have on the independent tribunal that 
I recommend at least one representative who 
understands the commodity it is dealing with. 
This applies to alili'Ost any commodity. The 
conditions that operate during the production 
of a commodity vary so much that a professor 
of economics is not in a position to get down 
to actual production costs. Furthermore, such 
bodies are not permitted to control the whole 
of the marketing of the commodity. 

I should like to examine two or three of the 
commodities that have been mentioned. The 
hon. member for Cook made a mouthful of 
the wheat industry and said that the price in 
Queensland was payable. I agree that some 
stability is required in the wheat industry, but 
I want hon. members of the Co=ittee to 
realise we are fighting a war at the moment, 
and we cannot expect regulations that were 
justifiable or advisable in pre-war days to be 
appropriate now. The position of the indus­
try under the present scheme is absolutely 
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absurd. Last ;y:e:;r, we fell short of the 
Queensland m1mmum requirements by 
2,500,000 bushels, the reason being the fixed 
price for the grower up to 3,000 bushels or 
1,000 bags. That price might be reasonable 
as far as the 1,000 bags are concerned. 

A Government Member: They represent 
80 per cent. of the producers. 

Mr. JUULLER: The hon. member may 
say that, but when you get to the question 
of the total production it is another matter. 
If you are going to confine people to a pro­
duction of 1,000 bags, you are going to be 
short for a long while. It is essential to 
remember that transport is one difficulty, and 
it is really foolish to be bringing wheat from 
the Southern State.s under the present trans­
port difficulties. Remember what Mr. Bligh 
said last year, that with a shortage of 
2,500,000 bushels you would require to bring 
to Queensland one trainload of 200 tons of 
wheat each day. Here we are up against it 
as far as transport is concerned, yet hon. 
members will not let our growers grow the 
required amount. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: Eighty­
five per cent. of them grow under 1,000 bags 
and they are engaged in dairying too. 

Th'Ir. ]}fULLER: The hon. gentleman can 
talk from now until the cows come home. That 
is where we are in difficulties with the pro­
fessors of economics; they do not understand 
the practical side. Many a grower who is 
growing 3,000 bushels could probably grow 
10,000 bushels without needing any more 
equipment. The grower of wheat on an econo­
mic basis gets the machinery required, and 
to-day he is allowed to use that machinery to 
grow only 3,000 bushels a year. 

Mr. Collins: That is not so. 

:ur. ItiULLER: It is so, and the hon. 
member knows it to be so. The grower could 
produce three times as much >Yithout any 
additional plant. 

'The hon. member also mentioned pigs. I 
want to draw a comparison between the pig 
industry and the wheat industry, to show how 
important the former is to Queensland. 
Recently, the Commonwealth Government or 
the Prices Commissioner-! am not prepared 
to say which--agreed to an increase in the 
price of pig-meat, bringing it to 9d. a lb. 
Why has that been done~ The people who 
knew what was coming advised the Meat 
Controller about two years ago that unless 
something was done about the pig position 
Queensland would find itself short of pig­
meats as well as other meats. We saw Mr. 
Tonkin, and advised him that the convenient 
way of supplementing the meat supply was 
by increasing the pig population. After a 
good deal of agitation they agreed-but after 
the damage had been done-to increase the 
price· but in the meantime all of us have 
rednc~d the number of our pigs, and the pig 
population to-day is down considerably, even 
on pre-war days. The damage has been done. 
After that the Prices Commissioner was told 
that we required food for these pigs. 

In order that the pig-raiser might produce 
pigs at 9d. a lb. to-day wheat for feed 
must be brought from New South Wales and 
in some instances from South Australia. One 
cannot get away from the fact that a serious 
economic waste is brought about by this kind 
of bungling. If it is not bungling then I 
have yet to know what bungling is. The 
Prices Commissioners do not understand the 
industry. They do not understand that 
the pig industry has been improved very 
definitely over the last couple of years. They 
do not understand the wheat industry. There 
one finds the crux of the trouble and that 
applies almost to any primary product that 
one likes to mention. 

Mr. Maher: They do not understand 
potatoes. 

.Mr. MULLER: That is so. Let us 
examine the position with regard to the 
marketing of potatoes. First of all, the 
price is fixed, but many other matters also 
come into the picture. 

The Attorney-General: £2 a ton extra for 
the marketing. 

:illr. ItiULLER: The hon. gentleman would 
not know an English potato from a sweet 
potato. First of all, there is the Common­
wealth Potato Controller who works in con­
junction with the Prices Commissioner. Then 
there is the State Potato Controller. There 
is also the Distributing Agents' Committee. 
In addition there are inspectors. We have 
all these officials and it does not matter what 
the Prices Commissioner does or what price 
he fixes, these other people come into the 
picture in respect to the price. We will not 
argue about the Commonwealth man, who does 
not come into it as far as these agents' com­
mittees are concerned, but I will discuss the 
Queensland Potato Controller. JI/Ir. Brabiner, 
who does not know a spud from a goose egg. 
He has never had anything to do with 
potatoes. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
He grew potatoes long, long ago. 

Mr. MULLER: Why are these men 
selected? Why do the Government go out of 
their way, almost without exception, to get 
as controller of a commodity a man who does 
not understand that commodity? 

The Secretary for Public Lands: He it! 
a Commonwealth officer. 

.Mr. MULLER: It is all very fine to 
blame the Commonwealth. Then we have thf 
Distributing Agents' Committee. Who com­
pose this committee? They are the present 
agents in Roma street, the old produce 
agents, and provision is made u~der the regu­
lations for these men to get a b1gger rake-off 
from potatoes than ever before. If that is 
not a racket I want to know what is. But 
it does not e~d with the Distributing Agents' 
Committee. There are then the inspectors 
who grade these potatoes, and if an inspector 
happens to degrade the~ the Di_stributing 
Agents' Committee comes m to the p1cture and 
can sell these potatoes at any price. As an 
illustration I will give an instance of one of 
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the best growers in our Tarome district who 
has a recognised brand. Any agent at Roma 
street would buy on the brand. He sent in 
84 bags of No. 2 potatoes from Aratula. All 
the inspector had to do was to put a No. 3 
on these bags and they were sold for 4s. a 
cwt. That man lost everything because the 
Potato Controller, the Distributing Agents' 
Committee, and the growBr have no check 
on them. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
Was the matter reported for investigation~ 

lUr. JUULLER: Yes, but that is as far as 
we ever get. I am satisfied that so far as 
investigation is concerned one is only wasting 
one's time. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
To whom was the report made~ 

IIIr. MULLER: I hope something will be 
disclosed. I have cited one instance to-night. 
I could mention several reliable people. I 
checked up on some of these pot a toes, and 
the people who bought them informed me they 
were really choice, but the grower got 
virtually nothing for them. This is the sort 
of thing that has a demoralising effect on 
the growers. It will have the effect mentioned 
by the Minister inasmuch as they will not be 
growers much longer, even those \Yho haye 
their whole heart and soul in production for 
war effort. The Government must be respon­
sible. After all, even if we throw the respon­
sibility on the Prices Commissioner the 
Government do more than fix prices; they 
issue all these regulations that make the 
position of the Prices Commissioner almost 
impossible. 

Then we have the example of the milk 
supply of Brisbane during the past few 
months. If ever there was a travesty and an 
imposition on the people of Brisbane and the 
producers, it was that. Deputations waited 
on the Prices Commissioner over and over 
again pointing out anomalies. 

I know Mr. Lindsey was perfectly satisfied 
that the case submitted to him was sound, 
but his position was hopeless, he could not 
make any adjustments, with the result that 
the people of Brisbane went without milk. 
I am not boasting, but the organisation with 
which I ani connected told Mr. Lindsey that 
we ourselves could have made up the shortage 
in the Brisbane milk supply if we were only 
permitted to do so, but the prevailing price 
at that time made it impossible. The Com­
monwealth said, '' vVe will provide a sub­
sidy,'' but whilst the price of ls. ld. was 
ruling in Brisbane the Sydney_ price was 
1 s. 4d., although weather conditions in New 
South \Vales \Yere very good and we were 
experiencing a drought. To show how stupid 
the whole subsidy was, we can take the way 
our organisation is operating in the West 
I\lorcton electorate. IV e bring milk from one 
side of the road and it is not subsidised. A 
competitor in the Brisbane area bnys milk 
from the other side of the road, brings it 
to the Brisbane market, and because he is 
not paying the producer the same prices that 
we are the producer is subsidised. Has any-

one ever heard of anything so ridiculous~ 
On one side of the road Bill J ones gets a 
subsidy while on the other side Bill Sm~th 
gets nothing. That ridiculous state of affaus 
is brought about by the present system of 
price-fixing. The dairy farm'er would be 
happy and willing to supply the consumers 
of Brisbane with ample milk at a reasonable 
price--and I emphasise that they want not 
an extravagant but a fair and reasonable 
price. '\Vhen we made the offer to supp~y 
tho milk, Mr. Linusey said, ''So and so IS 

the price, and we cannot give you any more.'' 
I \Yonder where this thing is going to end, 
or if it is ever going to end~ We are out 
of trouble temporarily so far as the milk 
supply is concerned, and I suppose the 
Minister is happy, but I am going to tell 
him that by about April or May of next year 
he may find himself in the same predicament 
as he \Yas this year. Unless this matter is 
taken out of the hands of the people who are 
controlling it to-day I am afraid the p~ople 
of Brisbane will have no milk next wmter 
if \vea.ther conuitions are bad. 

The hon. member for Aubigny is perfectly 
right when he says that they see the position 
out of one eye only and that these price 
adjustments that are supposed to be made 
are not price adjustments at all. The trouble 
is that these people who are directing the 
Prices Commissioner have no regard at all 
for the producer. I cited the case of New 
Zealand to-day because I know the position 
obtaining there \vas on all-fours with that 
in Queensland. 'rhere it was found that the 
people who were working in other industries 
were getting three times as much money as 
men on the dairy farms and it is only neces­
sary to continue a policy such as that for 
a little while and supplies will be short. lt 
is a serious matter for both State and Com­
monwealth. We are told, and perhaps rightly 
so, that it is our duty to stand behind Great 
Britain in her tim'e of trouble and send her 
all the foodstuffs we can. When Senator 
Keane was announcing rationing some time 
ago he said that we were not short but that 
we must supply Great Britain. Those of us 
who are in the dairying industry estimate 
to-day that we are gong to be 30,000 .tons 
short of our commitments to Great Bntam 
this year, and that is about half of what we 
undertook to supply. Surely that should 
give the Minister food for thought and c~n­
vince him that ls. 6d. is not a payable pnce 
under present conditions. With the pres~nt 
award rates and other costs of productiOn 
ls. 6d. will not encourage people to go dairy­
ing. The position to-day is such that instead 
of becoming more interested in primary pr?­
duction people are leaving the land. This 
cannot go on for ever, and I hope that at 
least this Government-if they cannot con­
vince the Commonwealth that it should do 
so-\Yil! see fit to amend the Act in connec­
tion with the control of prices and set up an 
independent tribunal, representative of the 
producers as well as the consumers. Other­
wise this bungling will continue. 

l\Ir. J-'. J. BARNES (Cairns) (8.32 p.m.): 
I rise on this occasion to reply to the hon. 
member for Cook who said that the hon. 



Supply. (19 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1043 

member for Cairns complained that prices 
were too high while the hon. member for 
Aubigny complained that they were too low, 
and who came to the conclusion, in the face of 
those facts, that the Prices Commissioner 
must be doing a good job. 

The hon. member for Cook knows full well 
that my complaint ·was that there was no 
minimum price for primary products and so 
his reply to my statement was similar to the 
action of a person who hit Smith's dog 
because President Roosevelt supported the 
New Deal. My complaint against the Deputy 
Prices Commissioner is that in peace-time 
we had prices that were too high and prices 
that were too low, and we have proof of that 
even with minimum prices. The hon. member 
for Cook quoted four or five primary indus­
tries that were protected, but he did not 
mention the thousands of others that were 
not. It is all very well to select a few that 
are affected, such as pig-meat and meat gener­
ally, but the main food essentials are not 
protected. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock 
wanted to know how to get rid of gluts. I 
must agree that there is need for a certain 
amount of control. There are reasons for 
believing that in Queensland we have done 
nothing yet in connection of the establish­
ment of dehydration plants and they are 
urgently required to deal with our surpluses. 
One thing is certain-that if the Federal 
authorities propose to set up a centralised 
department to tell people when to sow and 
when to reap you can rest assured that there 
will be no gluts and no surpluses. The 
bungling then will be ever so much greater 
than anything the farmer has seen hitherto. 
Even if there is a glut that is no reason why 
the farmer should not get a minimum price. 
In going home the other day I saw a farmer's 
yard that was full of cattle, eating good 
cabbage that were a few months ago 4s. a 
head. Unless some prompt action is taken 
the day will come when we shall not have 
human beings, let alone cattle, eating cabbage. 
It is time that the Government moved in con­
nection with the establishment of dehydration 
plants, as other States have done. That is the 
only way to deal with surpluses. We cannot 
control the rain and therefore we shall have 
surpluses at times. It is utterly stupid to 
imagine that we shall not. All credit to the 
farmer who can produce the needs of the 
people, but let us take some action to see 
that the man who produces the foodstuffs 
is not allowed to starve. That is physically 
and financially possible, as hon. members 
opposite well know. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
Do you favour a little control of production 
so that the prices will be all right~ 

· Mr. L. J. BARNES: I am aware that 
there must be a certain amount of protection, 
but I have no doubt that it is physically 
impossible for a centralised department of 
control to tell 150,000 farmers-or whatever 
the number is-when they shall sow and when 
~hey s!1all . reap. That has been physically 
1mposS1ble m every country in the world where 
it has been tried. I said long ago that the 

Minister should have control of Queensland 
like any other Minister of a State, but no. 
I am pleased to say that on that occasion the 
Barnes Brothers were unfortunately the only 
two who favoured the idea. 

lUr. Collins: You believe in the control 
of marketing~ 

Mr. L. J. BARNES: I do believe in the 
control of marketing, but I do not believe in 
the control of production. 

Thfr. Collins: How can you have control 
of marketing without control of production~ 

Mr. L. J. BARNES: Is the hon. member 
not well aware that you can have control of 
marketing without control of production? 

Jlir. Collins: No. 

Thir. L. J. BARNES: You cannot control 
production. I advise the hon. member to get 
that out of his head. The good God controls 
production. \Ve can control prices, which will 
help to control production. The hon. member 
should not be so insane as to suggest that we 
can control production. 

(Time expired.) 

Thir. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (8.36 
p.m.): If all Australians do their duty during 
the next decade or two to increase the popula­
tion by about 10,000,000, with the aid of 
immigration and other means, there will not 
be all this trouble about marketing schemes 
and so forth-the law of supply and demand 
will operate. But, unfortunately, that time is 
not yet. Of course, we are in a period of 
war, too, when most businesses are upset. 
I notice that the vote provides for the sum of 
£982 for the Commissioner of Prices, and I 
presume, although I do not know, that the 
Commonwealth Government will reimburse the 
State some of that expenditure, because price­
fixation is controlled by the Commonwealth. 
No doubt the Minister will be able to give 
me the information on this point. '' Contin­
gencies'' need £2,590, which is about twice 
as much as the amount required for the Com­
missioner of Prices and his clerk-typist. 

I do not know how that is going to be 
made up. We shall hear about it presently. 
'rhe Secretary for Agriculture and Stock, 
quite properly, at periods asks the people to 
grow more vegetables and other products. 
He asks householders, too, to grow their own 
vegetables. I have been doing so for a good 
"-hile, and if you, Mr. Mann, care to come 
to Toowoomba at my invitation-! ask all 
back benchers on the Government side, also­
I will sho\V you a very fine vegetable garden 
at 41 Hill street. I dare say that SO per 
cent. of the people are growing vegetables 
on a similar scale. They are not growing 
for the markets or shops. The growers of 
Redlaml Bay and other districts spend a 
great deal of time growing vegetables, includ­
ing cabbages. I have seen them spraying 
cabbages in the early morning before the sun 
is up. It frequently happens that after they 
have laboured in this way the market is 
glutted. That leads me to the point that 
we must have a minimum price if we desire 
to control prices at all. I look forward 
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with pleasure to the day when all these things 
will not be necessary, but that day is not 
yet. If people are asked to grow vegetables 
and other products, how can you allow a 
price to be fixed for cabbages, say, of Ss. 
a dozen, and then when a glut suddenly 
appears in a good season let the product be 
thrown away, so to speak, at 2s. a dozen? 
It is absurd. \life must have a minimum price. 
I found this out when I was organising in 
an honorary capacity the firewood supply of 
Toowoomba. I have spent eight months in 
this work, often starting at 4 o'clock in the 
morning, and I have organised it success­
fully, despite forecasts to the contrary. I do 
not like chicken-hearted people. During the 
first few weeks I went round the country and 
organised dairymen to collect firewood on a 
part-time basis, say from 9 o'clock in the 
morning to 3 o'clock in the afternoon. I 
found that their pay was not sufficient. I 
communicated with the Commissioner of 
Prices and the price was raised from 30s. a 
ton to 33s., delivered in the yard. That was 
for firewood blocks, brigalow, belah, and 
boxwood. 'fhat was all right. The firewood 
merchants did not get any more. T;hey 
received Ss. a ton for distributing it, but the 
man outside got an additional 3s. a ton. 
That helped him to make a living. A number 
of men were patriotic enough to do the job 
and so help the people. The price-fixing 
officials inquired into the whole matter and 
agreed to recommend that the loader's price 
be increased 3s. a ton. The process I had 
to follow to obtain that increase revealed 
itself as a round -a bout one. 

At S.44 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed t.he chair. 

lUr. YEATES: The recommendation for 
the increase had to be sent to Canberra. It 
was going round in circles in Canberra, as 
it were, for weeks and weeks. I will say this 
for the local office: they said, ''Go right 
ahead, we will give you a certain amount of 
permission, and, in fact, we will stand behind 
you.'' I appreciate their assistance. I 
would not let them down, no matter what 
happened in the Feder'al sphere. We had 
to wait a long time for the official document 
from Canberra, before the minds of the local 
officials were relieved. 

Another matter I wish to refer to is the 
price of potatoes. A grower in the Goom­
bungee district sent in a consignment of 
pota'toes. The officer at Toowoomba classed 
them at about 2s. 6d. a bag-they said they 
were not very good-and the owner definitely 
swore that he saw the potatoes in the shop 
the following day at 30s. a bag. I take his 
word for it; I cannot prove it myself. These 
things must be inquired into. As the hon. 
meml1er for \Vest 11oreton said, you start to 
inquire into a: thing and there is correspond­
ence and typists galore, and it goes round and 
round in circks for abont two months, a11d 
Jwfore you hcnr anything more about it it 
enrls in nothing. (Laughter.) 

NowT come to the fish and chips-and meat 
prices. (Laughter.) 'l'o-day a sirloin roast 
is ] s. 0 }d. a lb., chuck steak, Sd., rih roast 
G1d. ::mc1 lO!d. without the bone, topside lld., 

brisket and corned beef Sd. The price of 
fish is as follows :-Garfish Is. 4d., whiting 
J s. IOd., bream Is. 7 d., mullet Is. Id., and 
snapper Is. IOcl. I point out to you, Mr. 
Chairman, and you know as a man who has 
been on the land-I remember you in Auga­
thella in the wilderness on the local station 
years a·go, away back in I89S, when we were 
small boys there, but knew a bit about what 
was going on-that bullocks take three years 
to four and half and five years to grow up, 
and during this time the cattle-grower is pay­
ing taxation and is facing the difficulties of 
clrought, fire, a'nd flood; yet these fish just lie 
in the sea waiting for somebody to come out 
and pick them up. Why is there such a great 
difference in the prices of the two corn­
modi ties~ I leave it at that. 

'l'he SECRETARY l<'OR LABOUR AND 
ElUPLOYMENT (Hon. T. A. Foley, Nor­
manby) ( S.48 p.m.) : The discussion of price­
fixation has been considerable, notwithstand­
ing the fact that hon. members had rather a 
long debate of the subject on the Chief Office 
Yote. However, there ha's been some fair 
comment, and some comment tinged with 
propaganda by hon. members opposite, but 
summed up it is agreed, notwithstanding the 
fact that some members seem to believe 
we should be better without price control, 
that some control of prices-some system of 
price-fixation-is necessary, particularly dur­
ing the period we are passing through. Had 
the runaway prices been allowed to continue 
as they were developing under the prices­
control system set up by the Menzies Govern­
ment who knows where we should have 
been W From the beginning of the war to just 
before the elections--

lllr. Edwards: There is no propaganda 
in this~ 

TJ1e SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYMENT: No-prices had increased 
by 25 per cent. We had some experience dur­
ing the last war period. In Great Britain 
prices spiralled np to just on 200 per cent., 
and some control was necessary. I think hon. 
members should at least give credit to the 
Commonwealth Labour Administration for 
attempting to get control of the position by 
means of the prices stabilisation Bcheme that 
they have put into operation. They are aim­
ing at not only preventing a raw deal to the 
consumer, but also at bringing about some 
stability. Furthermore, if you a1low every 
producer in the commm1ity to put his own 
prices upon what he produces a'nd you are 
going to fix prices at that point, the con­
sumer has to pay the piper when he buys 
those commodities. The next move that is 
made is by the mass of the people-the 
workers-for some improvement in their 
·wages to enable them to maintain their 
position. 

Jir. Edwards: They are not the only 
ones. 

Tl1e SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
·E:!i[PLOYTIH\N'l': I want to trace what 
lwppens. They must get sufficient in the pay 
rnYelope to enable them to buy. As soon as 
the Price~ Commissioner agrees to an increase 
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in the price of a commodity and the basic 
wage is adjusted to enable the worker to meet 
the increased cost, another factor comes into 
the cost of production-increased wages. One 
finds the same thing occurring when the pro­
ducer has to appeal to the Prices Commis­
sioner for a further increase to enable him 
to keep up with the increased cost thereby 
caused. And so it goes round in a circle. 
Unless something is done nothing but chaos 
will ensue. We have seen, for instance, an 
increase of 18s. in the Commonwealth basic 
wage since the outbreak of the war-18s. 
added to the cost of production throughout 
the Commonwealth. Nothing else can result 
but a further increase in the cost of living 
and a further increase in the basic wage. In 
an endeavour to prevent that the Common­
wealth Government have adopted what is 
known as the prices stabilisation scheme 
based on a similar scheme in operation in 
Canada, where they have definitely controlled 
the level of prices and kept them at a stable 
figure. 'rhe Canadian Government have paid 
out 65,000,000 dollars to the producer to 
enable prices to be controlled but they have 
saved the consuming public of Canada 
350,000,000 dollars in the same period. Had 
prices been allowed to run away the con­
suming public of Canada would have to have 
paid that much more. An additional factor 
has been a saving in the Budget of the Cana­
dian Government, just as we shall have a sav­
ing in the Budget of the Australian Govern­
ment immediately we get over what is known 
as the adjustment period of passing from 
one system to another. 

It has been mentioned this evening that the 
average housewife when she enters a store has 
no guide as to the prices that are pegged by 
the Commonwealth Prices Commissioner. That 
is correct, but hon. members will have noticed 
in the Press recently that representatives of 
the Commonwealth Prices Branch and of the 
retail trade in Queensland and other States 
have been working on a long list of groceries 
with a view to drafting a definite price list. 
I understand it is a very long list and much 
time has been occupied in investigation and 
consideration to enable a list to be drawn up 
containing the least possible number of 
anomalies. With the adjustment that will be 
made from time to time when anomalies are 
found I think it will be found eventually that 
the organisation in operation will bring about 
a position that will rectify many of the 
anomalies. 

Mr. Sparkes: Why not rectify them in 
other things besides primary products~ 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOY:~IENT: It is not a lopsided 
arrangement. I have endeavoured to point 
out to the hon. member that if he as a primary 
producer insists on £2 10s. a 100 lb. for his 
bullocks and the pig producers want a simi­
larly high price for their products the posi­
tion will eventually be reached in which the 
people will >mnt extra money in their pay 
envelope to enable them to buy these goods. 
That is the position he must face whether he 
likes it or not, and Professor Copland, the 
Commonwealth Prices Commissioner, has to 
take that into consideration. He has to 

endeavour to strike the happy medium so that 
the price level will be at a point that is within 
reach of the consumer and at the same time 
give a fair deal to the producer. Where 
it is not possible to do that they have 
agreed, under this system, to fix a price t.hat 
is within the reach of the consumer and to 
compensate the producer, manufacturer, or 
•:holesaler by way of a subsidy. It will take 
time for that system to get into full opera­
tion, just as it did in Canada, New Zealand, 
and, to a limited extent, Great Britain. 

Reference has been made to rackets in the 
community. In almost every section of society 
organisations that endeavour to exploit the 
community spring up. They devise ways of 
defeating the law and exploiting the public, 
and it is t.he duty of every member of the 
community who discovers any such racket to 
act as an inspector for the department and 
pass on the information to the Commissioner. 
We have only to look at what Donald Gordon 
did in Canada when Mackenzie King asked 
him to introduce a stabilisation scheme. The 
first thing he did after pegging prices was 
to appeal to the housewives of Canada 
through picture shows, over t.he air, and 
through the Press, to act as inspectors. The 
community spirit was so strong among the 
housewives of Canada that almost every one 
of them responded. VVhere any shopkeeper 
charged a price above the pegged price a 
disp:1te d~v:loped in the shop and eventually 
public opuuon became so strong against the 
profiteer that no shopkeeper in Canada dared 
to go outside the pegged prices. If we had 
the same spirit here, and each and every one 
of us acted as an inspector for the Prices 
Branch many of these racketeers would be 
run to earth. There are only :five on the 
staff in the State Prices Branch and 100 in 
the Commonwealth Branch. Many of them 
are accountants. Approximately 45 of the 
100 are inspectors, and branch inspectors are 
being appointed to operate in the principal 
towns of the State. It is almost impossible 
for 45 inspectors to cope with every move 
being made by the racketeer and profiteer to 
defeat the law, and consequently the co-opera­
tion of the community, by keeping dockets 
and presenting them to the Commissioner so 
that h~ may deal with these infringements, is 
essen tml. 

Much has been said to the effect that the 
producers are not getting a fair deal. W):len 
we analyse the whole position we find that 
as a result of an arrangement with the wheat­
growers' organisations in Australia a system 
is introduced that is costing the Common­
wealth Government many millions of pounds. 
It assures the wheatgrower a certain price 
irrespectiYe of conditions, nnd that price has 
been accepted with very few complaints b:v 
the gro\Yers. They get 4s. for the first 3,000 
bu~hels, plus a cPrtain price for any amount 
produced above that, and their average price 
over the season is such as will enable them 
to carry on eCOllomically. 

JUr. Edwards: Do you not think it was 
very stupid to have that in Queensland when 
we do not grow enough ·wheat for our own 
consumption~ 
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The SECRETARY J<'OR LABOUR ANn 
EMPLOY~IENT: I do not know whether it 
is. Time alone will tell that. Time alone 
will tell whether climatic conditions will solve 
our problems here eventually. We have 
co-operation throughout the Commonwealth 
now, and any little difference that may exist 
so far as production is concerned in this State 
is adjusted, the other States makinP' up our 
supplies. a 

We come now to the question of the butter 
subsidy. The hon. member for J<oassifern 
endeavoured to establish that butter prices 
were not at what might be called a fair 
economic level. Recently, I read comments by 
the president of the butter organisation of 
the Commonwealth. He pointeu out that as 
a result of negotiations with the Prime 
Minister and the Commonwealth Goyernment 
they have obtained a better deal than they 
had received from any Government in the past. 
The price has now been raised to Is. 6d. a lb. 

I represent a district that is producing a 
considerable amount of butter, but I have not 
yet heard one complaint from there about 
the price of ls. 6d. a lb. I remember the 
time, not so many years ago, when they pro­
duced butter at 6d. a lb., and that was when 
they were in what would be regarded as the 
pioneering stage. Ho»·ever, they battled 
along and reared their families, and now, 
naturally, they are in a much better position 
with the ruling higher price. 'ro the hon. 
member for J<~assifern I would point out that 
I suppose the share-farmer is working on 
the usual agreement that half the gross pro· 
cluction of the farm shall be given to him 
for .his efforts. If the farmer who owns a 
farm complains tha~ he is getting a raw 
deal at Is. 6cl. a lb., what must the share­
farmer think if he still has to c·arry on in 
accordance with such an agreement~ I have 
a case in mind of a man who came from New 
Guinea and bought a farm in the Gympie 
district, on Pie Creek. The hon. member for 
Cooroora will know the district well. This 
man paid £7,000 for a 700-acre block, stock, 
equipment, and plant, an average of £IO an 
acre. His return for IO months was £650 
clear and another £650 went to the share­
farm·er. That is an illustration of "hat can 
be reaped from a decent farm with Is. 6d. 
a lb. for butter. 

IUr. L. J. Barnes: That is only one farm. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR LABOGR ANn 
ElUPLOYMENT: It is the average well­
stocked farm in that district. The point I 
want to make is what a splendid _,-icket the 
share-farmer would be on if he were the 
owner of the property and drew the entire 
proceeds from the farm. That is the position 
with the average farmer in this State to-day. 
First of all, a price was fixed at one figure, 
there were complaints, representations were 
made, and eventually the subsidy was 
increased to £6,500,000, the dairyman thereby 
getting a price of about Is. 6d. a lb. I t;hink 
the Commonwealth is working along sound 
lines in adopting that method, and I maintain 
that if it is possible by negotiation to come 
to an arrangement with the Com·monwealth 
Government and the Prices Commissioner 

concerning sugar, butter, wheat, beef, pea­
nuts, pig-meats, and other products, then 
surely to goodness it should be possible to 
remedy by negotiation the anomalies that 
have been mentioned here. I maintain that 
the Commonwealth Government are out to 
give a fair deal to the producer and the con­
sumer under their new scheme, but if they 
are going to preserve the investments in this 
State and keep money values at a reasonable 
level, they will have to take steps by means 
of organisation to keep the price level as 
stable and as norm'al as possible. I think 
they are working along the right lines, and 
I am satisfied that proper representations 
will eventually bring about the solution of 
many of the problems confronting them. 
My personal view is that a remedy can be 
found for the difficulties associated with the 
prices of many perishable goods such as 
vegetables, particularly tomatoes, by means 
of a guaranteed average price. It should be 
possible by means of research to get some 
idea of the prices that ruled over a period 
of years and thus strike an average. I 
think it can be taken for granted that the 
averag~ price would represent the true 
econom1c level which would enable the pro­
ducer to carry on. If not they would have 
gone out of business long ago. 

They would have a guaranteed price in 
good and bad sea,ons; that price would be 
available to them in glut periods as well as in 
poor seasons. Of course, it would be neces­
sary for the industry to be organised and 
provision to be made for canning surplus 
products. 

lUr. Edwards: That is a dream. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
EMPLOYMENT: It is not a dream. I have 
seen many changes during my lifetime in the 
organisation and marketing of produce. I 
have seen primary producers save millions of 
pounds as a result of the pooling system. 

JUr. Edwards: Where are the millions? 

The SECREi'ARY .FOR LABOUR ANn 
EJUPLOY)IENT: That money was saved 
because the producers co-operated and sold 
their products through organicsed pools. If it 
is possible to realise such a dream then it is 
possible to have an economic price to com· 
pensate the producer for his labours in good 
and bad seasons. Science has come to the 
aiu of the producer in glut periods. It is 
now possible to dehydrate vegetables as well 
as other products. As a result, surpluses in 
glut seasons could be conserved and supplied 
to the public in the seasons when fresh fruit 
and vegetables were not available. Recently 
at Hamilton I tasted what is known as snap­
frozen berries and other foods imported from 
the United States of Amerira for our Allied 
troops. Since they can and do snap-freeze fish 
in Victoria as these foods are snap-frozen in 
America, surely by this method and by can­
ning and dehydration we could overcome 
many of our present difficulties. In this way 
surpluses could be preserved for the off 
season. 'rhese things can be done if they are 
tackled in the right way. 
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The Commonwealth Government has 
endeavoured to give a fair deal to everyone 
concerned in the primary-producing indus­
tries. I cannot conceive of their being 
desirous of doing otherwise. I do not think 
that any hon. member opposite would suggest 
they have any other object. We must admit, 
however, that in any system we may adopt 
there will be a period when confusion and 
anomalies will be created. We have to go 
through what is known as the adjustment 
period before the organisation works smoothly. 
Recently we had an example of that. Repre­
sentations were made to the Commonwe·alth 
Government respecting some anomalies in 
differential prices. These are being rectified. 
I am sure that from time to time other 
representations will be made to protect the 
producers in a similar way. Notwithstanding 
the outbursts and comments of hon. members 
opposite, I am sure that they will agree that 
the Commonwealth Government are making an 
honest endeavour to solve these problems and 
give a fair deal to all concerned. 

Mr. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (9.13 
p.m.): Some two years ago when Mr. Scully 
was appointed Minister for Commerce in the 
Federal Government I wrote to him as I was 
very interested to know what he was going to 
do about wheat prices. I strongly urged him 
not to restrict wheat-growing in Queensland. 
I looked ahead, as I believed there would be 
2,000,000 extra people coming into Australia, 
most of them into Queensland, as this State 
was nearest to the enemy. The wheat crop 
of the Darling Downs is estimated to yield 
3,500,000 bushels this year, subject, of course, 
to its not being affected by too much moisture. 
The home consumption is estimated at 
7,000,000 bushels, approximately. What has 
been said in this Chamber about our railways 
transporting wheat from New South Wales 
night and day when we should be growing it 
here is perfectly right. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. 
member is getting well away from the vote. 

Mr. YEATES: I know well the New 
Guinea farmer the Minister mentioned as 
having settled in the Gympie district. He is 
a business man and knows all about the land 
and farming. He knows what sort of a farm 
to buy. He bought a very good farm. 

The Minister said butter was 6d. a lb. 
when he was a young fellow. I know that, 
too. He was talking about the olden times 
and asking: What about the man who had to 
work for £1 a week~ I point out that at 
that time-40 years ago-you could get good 
board in a hotel for £1 a week, and you 
could get a first-class meal for Is. at Auga­
thella. That is how it balanced up. These 
Labour Ministers come along here and talk 
about the hungry days when one got only 
£1 a week and keep, but things were different 
altogether then. They were merely indulging 
in political propaganda. They work 80 hours 
a week on the farms. I saw them at R.edland 
Bay sorting out tomatoes with hurricane lamps 
at night-time. I saw then'i working at 9 
o'clock at night in their sheds and out a't 
starlight. I was walking round there at half-

past 5 in the morning, and I saw them spray­
ing the cabbages. Then all of a sudden there 
is a slump and there is nothing to protect 
those hard workers. 

In conclusion, I want to point out that the 
Moore Government guaranteed the price of 
wheat at 4s. a bushel, and there was no restric­
tion whatever, and the growers ended up by 
getting 4s. 2d. a bushel. 

Progress reported. 
'rhe House adjourned at 9.20 p.m. 




