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Questions. [12 NovEMBER.] Papers. 1073 

THURSDAY, 12 NOVEMBER, 1942. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. E. J. Hanson, 
Buranda) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

::\IEMBER SWORN. 

::\J:R. L. J. BARNES. 

Mr. Louis Joseph Barnes, having taken 
the oath of allegiance and subscribed the 
roll, took his seat as member for the elec­
toral district of Cairns. 

AlTDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT. 

BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL ACCOUNTS. 

:ilir. SPEAKER announced the receipt 
from the Auditor-General of his sixth annual 
report on the books and accounts of the 
Brisbane City Council, being for the year 
1941-42. 

Ordered to be printed. 

QUESTIONS. 

PRICE OF APPLES. 

I\Ir. IIIANN (Brisbane) asked the Secre-
1tary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' 1. Has his attention been drawn to an 
article published in ''Truth'' newspaper, 
dated 8 November, 1942, headed ''Fruit 
Scandal: Public Slugged Outrageously­
Growers on the Breadline' '~ 

'' 2. If so, can he enlighten the House 
as to what becomes of the difference 
between the 4s. Hd. received by the grower 
for each case of apples and the 26s. per 
·case paid at the Brisbane Markets~ 

'' 3. Is the Apple and Pear Board a State 
or a Federal instrumentality, and what 
:are its functions f'' 

Tlte SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK (Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) 
replied-

" 1. Yes. 

'' 2. The information contained in the 
article in ''Truth'' newspaper was based 
upon incorrect premises. In addition to 
the 4s. Hd. per case mentioned as the 
amount received by the grower, he is also 
paid 2s. 3d. per case for presentation costs, 
and is relieved of the payment of freight 
and cartage to agents' floors, totallin~: 
ll}d. per case, and of selling commission 
upon realisation. Only isolated consign­
ments realise 26s. per case, and the average 
is much below that :figure. Repeated repre­
sentations have been made by myself and 
those associated with the industry for 
Queensland to be exempted from the opera­
tions of the scheme or, as an alternative, 
that higher compensation be awarded to 
Queensland growers. This latter suggestion 
is before the Commonwealth authorities at 
present. 

'' 3. The Australian Apple and Pear 
Marketing Board, together with the State 
Advisory Committees, were appointed by 
the Commonwealth Government, and the 
functions of the board and committees are 
to market the apple and pear crops of 
Australia, as acquired under National 
Security regulations.'' 

MIKISTERIAL EXPENSES, 1941-42. 

lUr. YEATES (East Toowoomba), with­
out notice, asked the Premier-

"When will the return showing the 
expenses of Ministers for 1941-42, as 
ordered on my motion on 26 August last, 
and as asked for on 5 November last, be 
presented~'' 

The PREMIER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

'' I refer the hon. member to my answer 
to his previous question without notice 
upon this subject.'' 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Department of Agriculture 
and Stock for the year 1941-1942. 

Report of the Director of Labour and Chief 
Inspector of Factories and Shops for the 
year 1941-1942. 

Report of Commissioner of Prices under 
the Profiteering Prevention Acts, 1920 to 
1938, for the year 1941-1942. 

The following paper was laid on the 
table:-

Order in Council, dated 5 November, 1942, 
under the Employment Exchanges Acts, 
1915 to 1941. 
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FRIE~DLY SOCIETIES ACTS AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The .iTTORNEY -GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) : I move--

''That the House will, at its next sitting, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider of the desirableness of 
introducing a Bill to amend the Friendly 
Societies Acts, 1913 to 1940, in certain 
particulars.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

I="CO::VIE TAX AND SFCCESi:JIO;.;J AND 
PROBATE DUTIES (SAILORS, 
SOLDIERS, AND :YIEJ\IBERS 01'' THE 
AIR FORCE) EXEMPTION ACT 
A::\IENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READIKG. 

Bill, on motion of Mr. Cooper, read a 
third time. 

STOCK RETURNS ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

THlRD READI:<!G. 

Bill, on motion of ::\Ir. Cooper, read a third 
time. 

CONSTITUTION OF QUEENSLA~D 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

THlRD READIKG. 

Bill, on motion of Mr. Gledson, read a third 
time. 

RESUMPTION 
TWELFTH 
DAYS. 

SUPPLY. 

OF COMMITTEE-ESTIMATES­
A~D THIRTEENTH ALLOTTED 

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Brassing­
ton, Fortitude Valley, in the chair.) 

ESTIMATES IN CHIEF, 1942-1943. 

DEPART:NIENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Debate resumed from 10 November (see 
p. 1046) on :Mr. Jones's motion-

'' That £40,619 be granted for 'Depart-
ment of Public Instruction-Chief 
Office.' '' 

lUr. TURNER (Kelvin Grove) (11.11 
a.m.) : Evidently the hon. member for 
Aubigny thinks that because I was elected 
to represent a metropolitan seat I know 
nothing about the educational requirements 
of the rest of the State, but I want to impress 
upon him that although I was elected for a 
metropolitan seat I was also elected to repre­
sent the interests of the entire State and 
so I have paid attention to matters, outside 
the metropolitan area, too, particularly to the 
educational requirements of the State. I do 
know the important part that education has 

played in educating children in r-ountF elec­
torates, and the need for our educational 
facilities to be made available tn ti1em. I 
was not condemning one-teacher 'clnols in 
the passage to IYhich the hon. member 
1·eferrecl. 

l'\Ir. Sparkes: You said that the children 
in the country would be better off under t,he 
correspondence system of education than if 
they IYere taught in one-teacher schools. 

Mr. 'fURNER: I repeat that statement. 
The correspondence system has a distinct 
advantage over one-teacher schools in educat­
ing children in sparsely populatP,] centres. 
The hon. member for Aubigny is a cattle· 
grower. ·would he be a successful farmer, 
or a sheep-raiser, or a pig-raiser, or poultry­
farmer"/ I say emphatically '' Ko.'' He 
could not make a success of e1·er-;- branch of 
work associated with the land. Yet a teacher 
in the Department of Public Instruction 
is expected to be successful i~l teaching 
every grade that is taught in our public 
schools. Under our correg,pondence system 
each teacher is in charge of a separate grade. 
It is only natural, then, that children taught 
under such methods should be better educated 
than if they were in a one-teacher school. ~\ 
one-teacher school is better than no school at 
all, because the average farmer has not the 
mea11s to engage a governess to edueate his 
children like the wealthy landowner. Tl1e 
advantage of the correspondence system over 
the one-teacher school is that childt·en, particu­
laTly children of dairy farmers, to whom I 
referred the other day, have an opportunity 
of getting their education between the period 
they are working on the farms ancl the time 
set aside for study. As the hon. member 
mentioned, some children travel upwards of 
five miles to a school. Such a child travels 
at least two hours a day-one hour going to 
school and another hour returning home. That 
time could be more profitably employed at 
home in being educated under the correspond­
ence svstem. The hon. member said that 
parents had no time to help their children in 
their education, but all a parent requires to 
do under the correspondence system is to 
insist that the children spend a certain time 
at their study. 

Mr. Nimmo: There is more in it than 
that. 

Mr. TURNER: Under the correspond­
ence system, the work for the pupils is set out 
in a sound and understandable wav. The 
children can follow the instl·uctions ·just as 
easily as they could the oral lessons of a 
teacher, and at times better. They are set 
down in black and white and in simple 
language. After the parent gives the children 
training in the rudiments of education, such 
as the kindergarten and infant classes, it is 
not difficult for them to follow the instruc­
tions under the correspondence system. That 
is a great advantage of that system over the 
one-teacher schools. My principal objection 
to thB one-teacher school, however, is that the 
teacher is under a considerable handicap in 
having to board with a parent of pupils, which 
is a danger to his disciplining of the child. 
If the child is not disciplined at home, and 
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is disci11lined in school, the task of the teacher 
is very difficult indeed. 

The hon. member for Hamilton dwelt on 
the need of building character in the child. 
To me the building of character is more 
important than academic education. Educa­
tion without character is very dangerous, but 
education with character is the greatest asset 
one could possess. I would rather have a 
good character and a mediocre education than 
a good education and no character. With 
character one can get somewhere in the world, 
but without character it is not possible to get 
anywhere, because you are ostracised in every 
way. I am fully in accord with that remark 
of the hon. member for Hamilton, and it is 
impossible to build up character in a child if 
that process ceases immediately the child 
returns home. 

The hon. member for Aubigny pleaded that 
parents in the country had no time to help 
their children under the correspondence sys­
tem. I doubt that, but in an;v case the 
teachers of the correspondence school give all 
the help a child requires to study under the 
system. They are chosen because of their 
special qualifications for this particular 
department. I have the greatest admiration 
for this system. My eldest child was educated 
under it. The teachers who took her through 
her various grades were understanding in the 
highest degree. I was amazed at the remarks 
they wrote on her work. If they had asso­
ciated with the child at a State school they 
{'oulcl not have understood her better. I say 
that rather than draft teachers into one· 
teacher schools where there are fewer than 
nine children, I think the children would be 
better sened and better educated under the 
correspondence system. The teacher at a one­
teacher school has to spend a certain part of 
the time on infants and all the other grades 
up to the scholarship grade. Is it common 
sense that a teacher can give the same amount 
of attention to children in each of those 
grades as the teacher who has to concentrate 
on only one grade~ I leave it to hon. members 
to draw their own conclusions. I say unhesi­
tatingly that wherever the schools are closed 
'because the attendance falls below the 
required minimum the parents should seriously 
consider enrolling their children in the corre· 
sponclence classes, which would cater par­
ticularly well for the chilcl'ren on the dairy 
farms that the hon. member for Aubigny men­
tioned. \Ye realise their work is in the early 
hours of the morning and in the evening, and 
there is the time between 9 or 10 a.m. and 3 
p.m. during which the children could concen­
trate on their education. If they have to 
travel backwards and forwards to school they 
may waste a couple of hours a day that could 
be better employed doing their lessons at 
l1ome. 

The hon member for Aubigny also men­
tioned that the children should go to the 
·school for amusement. Can hon. members 
"Visualise children in the infants' class being 
-amused by the children in the scholarship 
class f Children are always looking for a 
:bigger environment. 

Mr. lUassey: Are there children of nine 
years of age working on the dairy farm~ 

IUr. TURNER: Younger than that. 

Mr. lUassey: Do you believe in that? 

ltir. TURNER: I do not believe in it; I 
do not support it at all. It has to be remem­
bered that the Department of Public Instruc· 
tion made these one-teacher schools and cor­
respondence class-es available where they 
worked on the farms. 

}Ir. }lassey: Under nine? 

}Ir. T'URNER: Much under nine. It is 
going on too much to:day, but what redress 
have you~ 

}lr. lUassey: You are in the Government 
Party. 

Tl1e CHAIRJIAN: Order! 

Mr. TURNER: I know I am, and I know 
the times we are going through. I know the 
hon. member for Toowong would not support 
the Government in their effort to do anything 
to help the dairy farmer. He would not care 
whether the child was four or nine, so he is 
as much to blame as any other hon. member. 

I think I have made myself clear to the 
hon. member for Aubigny-that I am as much 
interested in the welfare and education of our 
children in the country districts as in those 
of the metropolitan area. 

Mr. THEODORE (Herbert) (11.23 a.m.) : 
I desire to congratulate the Minister for the 
success of his administration during the short 
time he has held this very important port­
folio. I realise that education is one of the 
most i:mportant matters that concern the State. 
I can speak feelingly of the correspondence 
school and one-teacher schools, because I 
have lived in isolated parts of the State. I 
must say that the one-teacher schools have 
done remarkably well. They are certainly at 
a great clisaclyantage, because so much is 
expected of one teacher, but from my know­
ledge and experience of one-teacher schools­
and we have a, number of them in the Her bert 
electorate-they are doing splendid work. I 
know it is the intention of the department 
to endeavour to reduce the number of small 
schools and centralise the schools and make 
available at least two or more teachers for 
each school wherever possible. 

In the early clays of the Tully district _we 
had to resort to all sorts of means to giVe 
our children education. Our home was 10 
miles from' the nearest school, with the river 
between, and the children had to cross this 
river, which was a wide river, and frequently 
was in flood. Whenever possible they crossed 
the river in a boat. They then rode ponies 
to the school or got there as best they could. 
Of course, that was a great disadvantage to 
young children, but many children in the 
district had to get to school in that way. 
This was so bad for our children, especially 
in that hot climate, that my wife decided to 
try the correspondence method of teaching. 
She discovered that the children, because of 
the horror and dread of having to cross the 
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river in a boat and travel such a long way, 
told her little stories. Frequently when I 
retumed to the house my wife would tell me 
that they hail not gone to school that day 
because they said there were alligator tracks 
in the mud of the river. I made an inspec­
tion and, sure enough, I found them. But those 
children would do anything to avoid having to 
travel that long distance, and consequently 
often told some tale in order to avoid attend­
ing school. My wife found it vel'y difficult 
to teach the children, especially the younger 
ones, by the correspondence mcthofl. I do 
not suggest that this would be so everywhere, 
but in our case it \Vas so. Then: \YaS so 
much for mv wife to do in addition to house­
work that it was impossible for her to give 
the attention necessary to a child taught by 
the correspondence method, but I must say 
that the efficiency of the teachers of the 
conespondence school was all that could be 
desired. J\ly experience is that it is a valu­
able system· of education to those people who 
have no other facilities, but it does not com­
pare with the teaching of children even at 
one-teacher schools. It is preferable to have 
chililren attending a school at which they 
can receive attention by a trained teacher 
whose duty it is to impart education to 
children. 

}Ir. Plunkett: It was never meant to 
take the place of school. 

:lir. THEOHORE: I agree that it is a 
wry good method if schools are not avail­
able. 'l'he correspondence method is all that 
~an be said of it in those circumstances, but 
it cannot be favourably compared with 
attendance at a school, even though it be a 
one-teacher school. In the Innisfail district 
and others in which there is a great deal of 
rain, children lose much valuable school time. 
Moreover, owing to the result of war and 
the evacuation of women and children, it was 
found necessarv to close schools and 
endeavour to combine two schools in one, 
under the control of a head teacher and an 
assistant. That was a very satisfactory 
method for those children who could attend 
that school. The department is to be con­
gratulated on the excellent work that is being 
done. I come in contact with the inspector 
for North Queensland, and he is to be highly 
commended for the recommendations he 
makes to assist the department, the people, 
and the teachers, who are doing very good 
work. 

Tile SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK (Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) 
(11.29 a.m'.) : It is unusual for one :\1inister 
to intrude on the Estimates of another but 
in this vote there is involved a matter' that 
I desire to discuss briefly the question of 
a15ricultural e_ducation. H~n. members oppo­
Site, from hme to time, raised the point 
that the Gatton Agricultural HiO'h School 
and College should be under the ~ontrol of 
the Department of Agriculture and Stock. 

Mr. Sparkes: So it should be. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: That would mean a com­
plete recasting of the curriculum. That 

department could not possibly undertake the 
education, for instance, of boys who take 
academic subjects after passing the junior 
examination. Of course, when the academic 
side of the ·curriculum was over to a degree 
and the student came to legitimate agricul­
ture, there would necessarily be a closeT con­
tact with the Department of AgTiculture and 
Stock, but fundamentally no Department of 
Agriculture and Stock could undeTtake the 
functions of the Department of Public 
Instruction, i.e .. the academic phase of agri­
cultural education. 

I holcl the opinion, and I hold it strongly, 
that academic education and cultural educa­
tion-not utilitarian educahon-is just as 
essential to the man on the land <J.s it is to 
the man in the city, Ac.tually, the man on 
the land who develops a taste for literature 
has an infinite advantage, probably, over the 
man in the city who does not de\~elop that 
taste. 'vVe must have culture in our farming 
communities, otherwise we sink to the leYel 
of the peasantry of Central Europe, and that 
is something which we all abhor. I think 
most of us dislike the term ''peasantry,'' 
with all its implications. 

My principal reason for rising was to pay 
a tribute to the work the Gatton college lJaq 
done. I knew the college when it was not a 
real factor in the agricultural education oi 
our rmalists. Many :''ears ago that institu­
tion was not eminently successful, but with 
the ad\'ent of Professor Murray agricultural 
education in Queensland became not only 
established but an integral part of our edu­
cational system. 

I do not know much about the academic 
pha~es of education, but I can modestly 
claim that I do know just a little about 
;·ural e~ucation, and I am constrained to say, 
m ,Jnshce to my State, that the standard of 
rural education at both Gatton and the Uni­
versity is equal to that of any institution 
I have had the opportunity of seeing, and 
I have seen rural educational institutions in 
many countries of the \TOrld. 

J am proud of the technique of our own 
Department of Public Instruction. I am 
proud of the curriculum that has been 
devised, and I am proud of m::my of the boys 
\lho have come into my ilepartment from 
Gatton. The cadets who come into my depart­
ment from Gatton are, in the main, boys of 
personality. The stamp of a good school is 
placed upon them at Gatton, and that is an 
essential tl1ing. I could name half a dozen 
cadets in my department, products of Gatton, 
who are destined to become executive officers 
in the Department of AgTiculture in the pro­
cess of time. If we can turn out boys like 
that, boys to whom we can entrust much of 
the agricultural destiny of our Commonwealth, 
we have every reason to be proud of the 
institution. 

So \Ye were building up to an excellent 
system of well-balanced agricultural and 
academic education undeT the guidance of 
the Department of Agriculture and Stock and 
under the jurisdiction of Professor Keith 
Murray. I regret, of course, that Professor 
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:\Imrny joined another service. I st;ill 
believe that he might have served a better 
pm·pose lwd he remained in the agricultlnal 
field. 

:ftir. Sparkcs: He is occupying a very 
high position now. 

Tlie SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTlJRE 
ANn STOCK: I know he is, but with all 
due respect to Professor Keith Mmray-and 
every man is entitled to and must follo\v 
the dictates of his conseienee, and I honour 
and respect him for embracing a strenuous 
am! hard. life in preference to the compara­
tively cloistered life he previously led-I 
often wonder whether, in the final analysis 
he is serving his country more faithfully a~ 
a soldier than he could have as an agricul­
turist. 

~Ir. SparkeR: He is serving it according 
to his conscience, though. 

Tile SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: And I applaud him for 
<loing so, but I am entitled to speculate on 
the general principle that is invoh·ed. Tinder 
Professor Keith ~[unay we built up a very 
fine and attractive system of agricultur~l 
education in this State. 

}Ir. })art: On a good foundation. 

Tllc SJ~CRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
ANn STOCK: On a very sound founda­
tion. Rural production is the fount of our 
wealth, and since it is the fount of our 
1vealth rural education. is the most importaut 
phase of education in our State. It would 
amaze hon. membe.rs to know the colossal 
Yolume of a.voiuable economic loss, loss. that 
should not but does occur in our agri­
enltme because our technical knowledge or 
the tedn:ical knowledge of many of the pro­
i!ncer~, IS not equal to dealing ·with the 
emergencies that arise. 

\Ve must not discount scientific training in 
rmal pursuits. Had scientists not been work­
ing in agriculture, quite obviously agriculture 
would still be the handmaiden of everything 
else. 'The amazing progress that has been 
made in this,. the oldest of the arts and the 
newest of the sciences, is a revelation; but 
nature is always working against man and 
na:-ure is always trying to regain the equili­
briUm. Let me give an example in passing. 
Over the years we have built up what we 
regard as a useful arsenical compound for 
the dipping of stock, but lately nature has 
apparently developed a tick that has become 
tolerant to arsenic and so a new difficulty is 
arising. \Ve must keep abreast of these 
things. That brings me to the crux of the 
matter that I want to mention. The future 
of this State is so closely related to agri­
culture that it will have no real future unless 
agriculture is both solvent and satisfactory, 
and the worst thing that could happen would 
be to suspend agricultural education. It is 
ver:v difficult to attract people to agriculture. 
Take the father who has a boy to educate and 
has the choice between medicine or veterinary 
science, or between science and agricultural 
science. The earning capacity of a doctor 
is determined mainly by his abilities. The 

veterinary science student requires only 
another year of study to become a medica} 
man, but the income of the veterinary sur­
geon may run into only hundreds of pounds' 
a year, but he is just as important to the 
economy of the State as a medical man. The 
av-enues for the pure scientists are wide1 

\Yhile the av-enues for thr agricultural scientist 
are restricted, and if an extra few hund1·ed 
pounds makes no difference to the father witl1 
a boy to educate he may choose the more 
lucrative and ·what may be regarded as per­
haps the more dignified profession of medi­
cine. Therefore, Gatton has proYided a 
system whe1·eby our boys may obtain an 
agricultural education which, with the moTe 
liberalised scheme of scholarships, cnn-ies them 
to the university. I know most of the eminent 
agricultural technicians in Australia, and they 
have come to believe, like myself, that the 
men who haYc acquired a knowledge of agri­
culture in the first place have done so because· 
it \Vas probably the only education thnt was. 
available. I think we shall have to liberalise 
our system of agricultural education and we· 
shall have to make agriculture and the appur­
tenances of agriculture much more attractive 
to the cream of our intelligence. If we do that 
we shall succeed in establishing a firm founda­
tion that will attract the worth-while 
youngsters to serve what is the no blest science 
I lmmv, the science of agriculture. 

Knowing these things and recognising them, 
\VP come face to face with the tragedy of the 
eclips·2 of Gatton. It is a real tragedy. ·:me 
other States are conducting their agricultural 
colleges. What is going to be the position 
in Queensland if \Yhen the Department of 
Agriculture and Stock goes on its annual pil­
grimage for recruits it has to turn to the 
diploma-holders from the southern agricultural 
colleges because our own agricultural college 
did not tum out the men required 'I I think 
that 1v-ould be a tragedy. 

)lr. Luckins: That is not the position in 
Queensland? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'l'URE 
AND STOCK: It could very well be the 
position in Queensland. Gatton. College to 
all intents and purposes is closed down. lt 
is tme that the Secretary for Public In::;truc­
tion has succeeded in retaining the boys who 
were to go up for their diploma examination 
this year, and I understand that in the 
majority of cases they will take t:fielr­
<liplomas. 

I rose particularly to ask publicly tl1at 
the Secretary for Public Instruction should 
do everything he can to develop practical ana 
academic agricultural education in this Stak_, 
because so much depends upon the agrieul­
tural education of our youngsters. We nave· 
to recognise that the time is rapidly coming 
"·hen the world's markets will be efficient 
and there is going to be no room in this· 
post-war period for the inefficient. If the 
Atlantic Charter means anything, it me::mi:' 
that different countTies with different cost!'f 
of production are going to have a comrrlOTil 
marketing basis. I hope it does not mea:ru 
that, but that is the only interpretation I 
can place on the various speeches that I 
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'haYe read. It strongly suggests to me that 
.agricultural Australia must have greater 
.efficiency in the future than it has had in the 
past. The old haphazard method of produc­
tion \Yill have to go. We shall, whether we 
like it or not, be compelled to direct our 
agricultural production along those channels 
that will give the most efficient results. 
"L nder those circumstances I again suggest 
the absolute necessity of reinstating in full 
tempo agricultural education in Queensland 
by the medium of the Queensland Agricul­
tural High School and College, and, as a 
rertiary phase, the University. 

Honourable liembers: Hear, hear! 

1Ur. SPARKES (Aubigny) (11.45 a.m.): 
1 congratulate the hon. gentleman who has 
just resumed his seat on his appointment as 
:b'ederal Director of Agriculture. Although I 
am speaking personally, I believe I am 
expressing the views of many people engaged 
in agricultme and stock work when I say 
that Queensland will be the poorer through 
his decision. Queensland, however, will have 
the benefit of his knowledge and experience 
in the wider sphere he is entering. The hon. 
gentleman's knowledge of Queensland condi­
tions will enable Queensland to benefit con­
siderably from his appointment. 

It is rather amusing that the Secretary 
for _-\.griculture and Stock, in one of his last 
debates in this Chamber, should Jwye adopted 
the technique of the Premier; his main pur­
pose in speaking was to dra\Y me off the 
trail, as it were, to divert me from the 
subject of one-teacher s~hools as against the 
correspondence system of education to the 
subject of the Queensland Agricultural High 
School and College. In effect, the hon. gentle­
man said, ''Here is a chance to catch the hon. 
member for Aubigny; he will come in on this 
Gatton bait.'' His technique was remark­
"!ble. He thought it to be his dut~, to keep 
me awav from my subject. I could almost 
bear him say, ''Let me in on this debate and 
I \vill take him right off that other trail 
nnd bring him along the trail to Gatton 
College.'' His mission was so obvious that 
ewn the Attorney-General, with his austere 
demeanour, appeared to anticipate the hon. 
gentleman's move and the Secretary for 
Public Lands almost fell off his seat while 
indulging in some little by-play to bring in 
the hon. member for Aubigny. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: You 
t·emcmber what the late Mr. Stopford said 
about you? 

ltir. SPARKES: My time is too limited 
for me to reply to stupid interjections. 

The Attorney-General: Your natural 
nbility is now being wasted. 

".'\Ir. SPARKES: That is a matter of 
opinion. 

I listened very carefully to the remarks 
of the hon. member for Kelvin Grove, who 
endeaYoured to make his position quite plain 
to me. He certainly did. He distinctly 
~aid that he favoured the correspondence 
system of education as against one-teacher 

schools. Now, Mr. Brassington, with your 
knowledge of the country, you know only too 
well that 99 per cent.-or I might say, nearly 
100 per cent.-of country schools situated 
away from country towns are one-teacher 
schools. Does the hon. member advocate the 
closure of all those schools and the substi­
tution of the correspondence system for them W 

That is practically what he said. The hon. 
member for Herbert administered a Yery mild 
corrective. 

Mr. Theodore: I gave the Committee my 
knowledge from practical experience. 

lUr. SP ARKES: The hon. member for 
Herbert possessed the practical experience 
that the hon. member for Kelvin Grove lacks. 
I admit he \vas sincere, but as I said he 
is not conversant with country conditions. 
I admit quite frankly that where it is 
impossible to establish a one-teacher school 
the correspondence system certainly helps to 
fill the gap. But I, and all other hon. members 
representing country electorates, know that 
the people are 100 per cent. in faYour of the 
little one-teacher school. I am surprised 
that an hon. member should get up and sug­
gest that they should be closed. 

The hon. member for KelYin Grove quoted 
the remark of the hon. member for Hamilton 
that character was important and agreed that 
it was. I should like the hou. member to 
tell me how character can be instilled into a 
child by letter. Is not character more likely 
to be developed by a teacher, even though 
the children are all in different grades at 
one school? Even if there is a bit of drift 
while the children are at home, the teacher 
can develop their characters when they are 
at school. I venture to say that even the 
greatest supporter of the correspondence 
school would admit that. In this city we 
have schools where the teachers are specially 
prepared for work in one-teacher schools, and 
I am given to understand by a very high 
authority-one \Yhose word is not to be 
impeached-that those schools are very highly 
regarded. The hon. member for Hamilton has 
informed me to that effect, and I do not 
doubt his veracity for one moment. I feel 
the Minister, who is a country man, and the 
officers of the Department of Public Instruc­
tion will, while recognising the sincerity of 
the hon. member for Kelvin Gro\·e, decide that 
he is out of step with country conditions. 

One hon. member-I think it was the 
Secretary for Public Lands-made an inter­
jection about my opposition to Gatton. 1 
point out that during the course of his speech 
the Secretary for Agriculture and Stock said, 
in reply to an interjection, that Gatton was 
not always the success that it is to-day. It has 
improved. For the information of the 
Attorney-General and the Secretary for 
Public Lands, I might point out that right 
up to the closing of Gatton the boys from 
that institution came to my place every year 
and had a practical demonstration of 
different classes of cattle work on my pro­
perty. I appreciated being able to have 
those boys there and give them the practical 
experience of the work the theory of which 
they were learning at the school. It was 
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a pleasure to me, and it will be a pleasure 
to have them again when the school is 
reorganised. 

As to the principal of the school, I think, 
as I said before, that Professor Murray 's con­
science told him that he should fight, and I 
think everyone will applaud him for the 
action he has taken. I think this Committee 
should have been told by the Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock that this school is not 
now available. \IV e cannot avoid these 
things under war conditions. The agricultural 
schools are at work in the South because war 
conditions there are not as acute as in 
Queensland. 

)Ir. !)EYRIES (Gregory) (11.52 a.m.): 
I am pleased to have the opportunity of 
making a contribution to the -debate on this 
vote. I listened attentively to the hon. mem­
ber for Oxley and the hon. member for 
?IIaree, who paid a tribute to the 1\'Iinister. 
It was surprising, in Yiew of the unkind and 
nasty reflections they haYe made upon 
the A.W.U. from time to time that these 
same gentlemen should pay tribute to 
a man who has given a_ life-long ser­
Yice in the indnstrial movement. :'IIy asso­
ciation with the Minister in the industrial 
field extends over 17 years. I have worked 
in the sheds and travelled on the road with 
him. The portfolio he holds is a very 
important one. It is filled by a man who 
graduated not from a university but from 
adversity, and the basis of success in the 
school of adversity is the application of 
common sense. I am indeed happy to be able 
to pa_y tribute to the Minister to-day in view 
of h1s humble beginning and his industrial 
activity, and to express the satisfaction of 
the org~nisation to which I belong at seeing 
one of 1ts menl"bers filling such an important 
post. I am pleased the Opposition have 
taken that view into consideration. They 
admitted in essence that men YYho have 
graduated from the industrial field are 
usually imbued with practical knowledge 
and a tremendous amount of common under· 
standing. 

Much has been said of correspondence 
schools. ]'or my part I am sorry that it 
was necessary to start correspondence dasses 
hut we must realise that in a vast and 
~parsely-populated State such as Queensland 
there are people who live in areas in which 
the facilities of the -closely-settled districts 
cannot be provided. It is true that there 
are people in these areas who are in a 
financial position to provide education for 
their children, but that is not so in the case 
of the worker in the western districts 
employed in a navvy or local-authority 
camp, or working on a station far removed 
from a town and the amenities we enjoy 
here. 

Much has been said to the effect that 
education breeds character. I differ from 
that Yiew, but if it is so the present system 
of education does not bring out the essential 
characteristics that man should have. It is 
often sai_d that no matter how often you lead 
a mule m to a thoroughbred's stable it will 

always emerge a mule, and the boy who enters 
a university will not always emerge a scholar 
and a gentleman. 

I wish to deal fairly and without politiea} 
bias with correspondence classes. It is neccs -
sary to travel the outback parts of the !Statt: 
to realise the difficulties that confront not 
only the children but the people charged with 
the responsibility of imparting knowledge to 
the children. The living conditions of a man 
working in a navvies' camp or on a station 
are perhaps not all that may be desired. lt 
must not be forgotten also that eye 
diseases affect the residents of the West, 
such as trachoma and blight. The mother 
in the West has often been herself denied 
the right of education merely because she 
was born, worked, and suffered in the bush. 
It is obvious that the children who must 
necessarily get their education by correspond­
ence should receive the greatest consident­
tion by the Government. 

Jir. Luckins: That is why they shoul-d 
be given a great deal of attention. 

::IIr. DEVRIES: Unfortunately, this 
system has to be continued. It has been cone­
tended that one-teacher schools should b€" 
abolished. I hold a contrary opinion, inas­
much as I contend that it is preferable tct 
have a small num"ber of children gathered 
together under the supervision of a qualified 
teacher. I would remind hon. members of 
the beautiful young children to be found' 
in the camps of railway workers and other61 
who are -condemned to life imprisonment as 
it were, because there is nobody with 'the 
rudiments of education handy, able to impart 
to them the things that should be taught to 
them to give them character and knowledge. 
I have no quarrel with the education received 
by the residents of closer-settled areas for I 
realise that someone must be educ;ted in 
order to giYe service to mankind. I realise. 
too, just as you do, Mr. Brassington, that 
those people who reside in the bush and who 
have never graduated from a university are 
as strong of character as one could wish to 
find anywhere, and no-one contributes more 
than they do to the cause of humanity. 

I ~ugge~t that the Minister give serious 
cons1deratwn to some arrangement under 
which the postmaster or stationmaster at 
some of the bush towns in the outback areas 
n_li\(ht be able to help the young children 
hvmg round about. I believe that 8Uch an 
arrangement could be made. 

Mr. Sparkes: Do you mean by way of 
teaching theml 

llir. I> EYRIES: Yes. In these busll towns 
the postmaster, stationmaster, or eyen tbe 
governess on a station property could help. 
There may be a station 8 or 10 miles from a 
bush town and I feel sure that if that grazier" 
has been fortunate enough to be able to 
engage a _governess t~ teach his children up 
to a certam age, he will have no objection to 
allowing her to give a small measure of edn c• 

cation to the kiddies from round about. 

. Mr. S~arkes: It wo)lld be a good H1fng 
m that It would proVIde some competition 
for his own children. 
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l\Ir. DEVRIES: I wonder at times 
whether we are adYancing as we shoul<l under 
our present sytem of education. I ask hon. 
members why I an<l other members of the 
community are having our children educated~ 
'l'he answer is obvious. \Ve a.re educating 
them in order to aYoid their having to do 
hard work, in order to give them work tha.t 
might be more agreeable, and in order that 
they might achieve a social standing a bow 
that of the ordinary, or, as he is often referred 
to as, the common person. 

l\Ir. Pie: We must always have that. 

lUr. DEVRIES: Unfortunately that is 
so. But it would seem that under our 
present system we are building up an 
army of collar-and-tie workers, and the 
tendency too often is to slight or over­
look the people in the bush. We often 
take np the attitude that as they are in the 
bush they are not of much consequence. Under 
the present system, everybody who can edu­
cate his child thinks of drifting to the city 
when he is able to do so. 'fhe Depart­
ment of Public Instruction has done much 
good work by establishing what are known 
as ''top schools'' in the various country 
towns. There is one in Longreach, and the 
children aTe educated there up to a certain 
standard, but after they reach that stand­
ard, the drift to the city takes place. I 
suggest that instead of allowing that to 
happen, there is no reason why we should not 
establish universities away from the closer­
settled areas. What is ,n:ong with a scheme 
under \Yhich the children of the outback 
centres would have the same opportunities as 
are provided for the children in the cities~ 
T t is wrong to say that all children haYe the 
same capacity to absorb knowledge, and it 
is not much use endeavouring to edneate a 
child IYho is not able to absorb knowledge, 
but before any child can be expected 
to absorb knowledge it must have a sound 
foundation. If children are started off with 
a barl e<1ncational foundation. it is impossible 
for them to advance Yery far. 

I know that the ranks of teachers haw 
been depleted by enlistments ancl call-up_s, 
and the effects of the war have been felt 
severely in the bush towns. In places like 
Aramac teachers have been called up or 
have enlisted, and young teachers sent out 
to take their places. Only the other day 
hon. members complained in this Chamber 
a bout sending young teachers to bush towns, 
their main objection being that the accom­
modation offered to these teachers was not 
all that it should be. I agree that it is not 
all that it might be, but I remind hon. mem­
bers that ~>·hen a young teacher goes to a 
town like Aramac 01: Muttaburra and is given 
a room with only a curtain across the front, 
it does not follow that that home is not a 
good one, or that the environment is not 
desirable. The character of the people in 
those homes is certainly all that could be 
desired. These young people will never go 
wrong in a bush town if their breeding is 
right. 

It is said that we are short of school 
teachers, which reminds me that in the western 

areas teachers have to serve for five to six 
years before they are transferred. That is 
the big complaint by school teachers in the 
\Vest, that that is too long to stay in those 
remote places, but I want to point out that 
most of the people in IV estern towns are 
doomed to a lifelong imprisonment there 
because their economic circumstances will not 
permit them to travel further afield. I should 
like the teaching fraternity to pay due regard 
to that fact and not to blame the Go,·ernment 
unduly because they cannot get a transfer. 
Perhaps the Minister will give some considera­
tion to the matter, too. 

At 12.8 p.m., 

i\Ir. D"GNSTAN (G;nnpic) relieved the 
Chairman in the chail'. 

lUr. UEVRIES: If it is the policy of 
the Government that the teachers shoulrl 
remain about five years in the 'West, well and 
good, but there are many instances in which 
teachers enjoy ·everything in the cities and 
very seldom find their way into the bnsh. All 
I ask is that a fair deal be given to these 
people. I am not asking for something they 
are not entitled to. God knows they arc 
entitled to everything that the GoYermnent 
can give them. 

Honourable l\lembers: Hear, hear! 

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango) (12.9 p.m.): 
Ever since I have been in this Chamber J 
have noticed that no matter what electorate 
a hon. member represented and no matter 
whether it 'vas in the city or the country, we 
\vere all as one in connection with the educa­
tion of the children. VVe mav differ as to 
methods, but that is all. Every Secretary for 
Public Instruction seems to be imbued with 
the one ideal, which is to give the best system 
of education to the children. They arc to be• 
applauded for it. No matter what we build 
it must be on a sound foundation; unless we 
have a sound foundation it is useless to build 
a splendid upper structure. I know that our 
purpos·e in education is to develop the children 
on sound lines; whether they reach the top in 
education or only make half the distance, 
there is only one purpose in view. 

I was interested to hear the remarks by the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock concern­
ing agricultural education in relation to 
Gatton College. For some years after I first 
enter·ed Parliament I criticised the methods 
adopted at Gatton College, but in recent 
years I have found on my visits there that 
considerable improvement has taken place, 
especially on the practical side of agriculture, 
and so the college has been improved ont of 
sight. I always argued that the Government 
should buy stock of high quality for use at 
the college because I knew that in the old 
days when the stock at the college competed 
with stock from outside at the various shows, 
the outside stock always won. 'l'here has been 
a change in this respect of recent years a:r:cl 
there has been a very favourable change m 
agriculture, too. All these improvements have 
been to the advantage of the college and its 
students. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock 
went on to say that science would play a very 



Supply. [12 NOVEMBER.} Supply. lOlH 

important part in agriculture when the war 
was over. I hope that will be to our advan­
tage, but I, like the hon. member for Gregory, 
believe there is a gap in our educational sys­
tem that has to be bridged. As he pointed 
out, the youths educated at Gatton College 
invariably become inspectors or directors, or 
fill similar positions, and so tell the other 
chap what to do. That is the whole trend 
of our education. It is the fond hope of 
many parents of smart girls or boys attending 
country schools that they will be able to give 
them a secondary education to fit them for 
positions in the city. That tends to disrupt 
country life, especially as the tendency of 
some parents-and it has happened in scores 
of cases-is to accompany the child to the 
city when he completes its education and 
obtains a position. If, however, that child 
does not gravitate to the city, he gets a promi­
nent position in the country, sometimes a.sso­
ciat~d with the land. What I want to know 
is: if our education continues to encourage 
this trend, who will be left to do the work on 
the land~ 

}Ir. Devries: We shall have all generals 
and no workers. 

JUr. EDWARDS: These persons are not 
likely to undertake the hard and dirty work 
associated with the land. In normal times 
many applications can be got for sedentary 
positions, such as positions in an office or jobs 
as directors and inspectors, but reliable men 
cannot be obtained to carry on the ordinary 
work on the farm from day to day. That is 
what the Minister requires to pay some atten­
tion to, beeause the position is becoming very 
serious, to Australia. An enonnous amount 
of hard work is required to develop our 
primary industries efficiently. I agree to a 
great extent with the remarks of the hon. 
membpr IYho preceded me. Every State should 
see to it that its educational diTectoTs adopt 
methods that will develop initiative in our 
children. It is in that direction that the com­
paratively uneducated country boy can '·put 
it over" the well-educated city boy. Our 
country boys are often called upon to use their 
initiative. They may be out in a paddock 
when something unexpected happens, such as 
a storm that destroys the fencing and allows 
the cattle to wander. Initiative enables them 
to grapple with such problems immediately. 

I should not be doing my duty if I did not 
refer to the practical side of education, which 
is receiving attention in our country schools 
at our project clubs. These clubs develop the 
latent ability of the pupil in such matters as 
reforestation, handling of stock, silviculture, 
and the care of poultry. The largest wheat­
groweT& in Queensland are men who in the 
main had no education. I do not know 
whether the Secretary for Agriculture and 
Stock would call them scientists. Farrer was 
a man who brought millions of pounds' worth 
of wealth to Australia, but he had very little 
education. I have had some dreadful experi­
ences of the mistakes made by vetel"inary 
surgeons which hon. members would be 
shocked to hear. On the other hand, I have 
known men who never passed an examination 
-they could not have wTitten clown the 

answers if they were dictated to them-but 
they were outstanding men in the treatment 
of stock. Nevertheless, I do not wish it to 
be thought I am against education in any 
shape or form, but let us be aware of the 
nature of the work that has to be done. No­
one will make a success of a farm if every 
time he meets with a problem he runs up to 
the house to look at the book. We have all 
heard the storv of the fellow whose real intel-­
ligence was su-ch that he let his whiskers grow 
because he thought he had to have them to be 
a successful farmer. 

I saw a project club prepare a calf for 
exhibition last year, and it was up to the 
standard of an exhibit at the Brisbane Show. 
I was sony I could not get to the annual 
show at Kingaroy this year. At such shows 
as that the boys and girls exhibit poultry, 
have cream tests, and have displays on the 
growing of timber. The one who is the best 
is picked out to give an object lesson on how 
the work is done. By these means you dis­
cover each chid 's interest in these matters 
and if he has an idea of going on to a farm 
the early training is very beneficial. 

The reforestation plots are developing 
1·ery well at our country schools. The head­
way they have made during Tecent years is 
Tcmarka,ble. These plots will be a wonderful 
advantage not only to the education of the 
children but for the timber they will produce. 
Some of the schools have acres of trees. The 
new Minister who was chosen last night 
taught at a school in my district where they 
have a number of beautiful reforestatiqn 
plots, and the timber has grown to quite a 
height. They did not ha' e enough land 
attachrcl to the school, so they took oyer a 
rmner from a fanner whose land was adja· 
cent. Thnt is the class of work that may help 
to fill up the gap I have mentioned in the 
\York that mnst be clone if we are going to 
make agriculture the success we should like 
it to be. 

I think it is a tragedy that a country 
school should be closed. I belieYe that the 
department gives all the consideration it 
reasonably can to keep schools going. 
Often the school is the centre of a country 
community. It may be the place where the 
mail is dropped, and the place where they 
hold their dances and other gatherings. For 
that reason the school in the country district 
is a remarkable advantage, and that is one 
reason why it should be kept open as long as 
possible. 

\llle have to get the people back to the 
country. That can be done in only one way­
a complete turning over of methods of the 
past. Instead of expending the money that 
is to spare in large centres of population 
throughout Australia, let us do what 'ms sug­
gested by tha Secretary for Agriculture and 
Stock this morning-recognise that the wealth 
of Australia, and particularly of Queensland, 
comes from the country districts. \Ve must 
realise that we must do nothing at any time 
to induce people to leave country areas. In 
the first place, we must discover what is in 
the best interests of a particular district­
such as an irrigation scheme, the possibilities 
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of certain products, whether factories to deal 
with those products should be erected there, 
:and so on. That is the only way the drift 
to the cities can be stopped. If we continue 
to expend money to the benefit of the cities, 
the population of the cities will increase and 
this, in turn, will draw additional people 
:from country areas to the large cities, with 
their big schools, hospitals, and other institu­
tions. Of course, I am not saying that the 
J3ities should not have these institutions, but 
the policy that has been adopted has encour­
:aged people to go into the cities. For instance, 
a family in a country district discussing pos­
sibilities and probabilities draws attention to 
the fact that, say, a neighbour, Bill Jones, 
and his family have gone down to Brisbane. 
''The family are getting a good education 
there,'' they say; ''Bill J ones has got a good 
job, and what is there here for us~" That 
sort of thing has been going on for years, 
and we must solve the problem somehow or 
other. ::"robody can deny that the wealth of a 
State comes mainly from primary production. 
Whatewr may be said of secondary indus­
tries, they ara only secondary. There must be 
primary production to begin with,. and this 
primary production must be under conditions 
agreeable to those who produce. If they 
receive for their product a value comparable 
with the prices paid for other products, they 
will remain on the land and continue to pro­
duce, but if, particularly at times such as the 
present, and since the beginning of the war, 
prices for everything except their products arc 
raised, what can one expect~ 

I point this out to the Minister, whom I 
must congratulate on the fine speech he made 
the other day. It is splendid to have a young 
man in that position and I sincerely hope he 
will take note of some of the remarks mad·e 
by hon. members this morning on this very 
important subject. 

lir. KEYATTA (Townsville) (12.28 
p.m.) : It was with a great deal of interest 
that I heard the speeches made by various 
hon. members this morning. The hon. member 
for ~ anango referred to the necessity for 
:inducing people to remain on the land. If 
all facilities for education and other things 
;are centred in the cities, naturally there will 
be a centralisation of the people. This sets 
us a problem that must be investigated by 
the depaTtment with sympathy and under­
standing. Queensland has an excellent educa­
tional system. It is second to none in Aus­
tralia. Every provision is made to enable the 
child to pass from the kindergarten to the 
uniYersity. This, indeed, is the inherent Tight 
{)f every child for we must have an enlightened 
population, but we must hold out induce­
ments to the graduates from our schools, 
universities, and other institutions to remain 
in country districts and thereby bring about a 
decentralisation of population. Experience is 
the master of all teaching. Practical ·experi­
ence plays a very important role in our lives. 

. As I have said, I listened with interest to the 
speech of the hon. member for Nanango. With 
little or no schooling many a boy has made 
good because of his practical knowledge and 
application to his calling. He has the natural 
intelligence that enables him to absorb and 

retain knowledge gained in the school of hard 
knocks and experienee. Our educational 
system adds the finishing touches, or the 
polish, that is essential. 

It must be remembered that the area of 
Queensland is 670,500 square miles, with a 
population of only 1,030,000, and that it is 
difficult to absorb the graduates from our 
universities and other branches of the edu­
,·ational system. We should feel proud that 
our educational system is ahead of that of 
any other State in Australia, but Queensland 
has certain economic rights that as yet do 
not seem to have been recognised, and until 
those rights are recognised we shall have 
difficulty in absoTbing into industry and com­
merce the products of our educational system. 
One very important point to remember is 
that until we have thorough decent.ralisation 
of industry we can never hope to hold the 
products of our educational system in the 
country districts. The solution of the whole 
problem is a question of economics, and ljhis 
rlepartment is not to .be blamed for the drift 
to the city. In this Minister we have a cap­
able administrator who is backed up by as 
efficient a set of officers as one could find in 
the whole of the public service. 

I congratulate the Minister upon his eleva­
tion to the office of Secretary for Public 
Instruction. He is eminently suited to fill 
it. He has the right temperament, the proper 
degree of tolerance, human understanding, 
and the common sense that is essential to a 
Minister of the Crown who is administering 
a department such as this. I pay tribute to 
him for the excellent work he has done during 
the short time for which he has held this 
office. 

Self-reliance is important to success, and 
that seems to be lacking in many members of 
the community. A brilliant scholar is not 
necessarilv a successful business or commer­
cial man." I have seen the dullest pupil in 
the class become a very successful man, and 
I haYe seen the brilhant S'cholar, the one 
who was always head of the class, finish up 
on the bottom rung of the industrial laddm. 
The reason for his failure is lack of stability 
and lack of capacity to benefit by the teach­
ing of the school of hard knocks and experi­
ence. 

l.Ur. Luckins: Lack of character in most 
cases. 

~Ir. KEYATTA: I am speaking now of 
principles in schools. Every man is born 
equal, every man has an equal chance. The 
pressure of economics is an important 
factor, but the main factor in success is 
opportunity. 

Reference has been made to the fact that 
pupil teachers have been transferred to 
country centres, and complaints have been 
made about the accommodation provided for 
them. I have seen a girl of tender years 
transferred to a country centre where the 
accommodation offered was by no means what 
it should have been for a young teacher who 
had arduous duties to perform. The only 
1crommodation she could obta.in was on the 
Yeranda of the home of a miner who had 
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seven children. That was not the right type 
of accommodation for a young girl. I made 
representations about the matter, and I am 
pleased to be able to tell hon. members that 
the department is adopting a policy of inquir­
ing whether the accommodation offered is 
suitable for a female teacher. If not, a male 
teacher is sent to that centre, and that policy 
is to be commended. 

When the war threat to Austmlia became 
serious the State Governm'ent were approached 
to close the schools in certain areas that 
were regarded as vulnerable, although pro­
tests were made by both the civilian popu­
lation and soldiers who were interested in 
the education of their children. The Minister 
was subjected to a considemble amount of 
abuse because of the action taken to close 
the schools, but when I made representations 
to him he showed me certain information that 
explained what had happened. He had no 
desire to escape responsibility by shifting 
the blame to someone else, but the fault was 
not his. He went to no end of trouble to 
explain the real position to me confidentially, 
but later on the attacks upon him became 
intensified, and of course, as self-preserva­
tion is the first law of nature, the :Minister 
was compelled to reveal the circumstances that 
led to the closing of the schools. As eaTly a~ 
April last the department submitted a request 
to certain authorities seeking the reopening 
of sc·hools, but the request was not granted, 
and the clcpnrtment naturally, not knowing 
onr military disposition, felt obliged to accept 
the nch·ice tendered to it by the military 
authorities. The schools were not reopened. 
As time went on, more pressure was applied 
to the Federal authorities to inclnce them to 
reopen the schools, and they sought to evade 
responsibility for the closure by shifting the 
blame to the State Government. The State 
Government were not to blame, any mo1'e 
than the parents who were protesting against 
the failure to reopen the schools. The 
Federal authorities or the Defence Depm·t­
ment was to blame. 

In the early davs of the war when the 
department was controlled by the' hon. mem­
ber for the Tableland, the Secretary for 
Public \Vorks, there was a very acute short­
age of artisans, and so a scheme was 
inaugurated to train them quickly fm war 
purposes. It was launched successfully, but 
unfortunately the Commonwealth anthorities 
decided to move the machinery from the 
Townsville Technical College, the only place 
in North Queensland where the young tmcles­
men ·could be taught in a practical way, to 
Rockhampton, and thns the engineering 
students at Townsville were deprived of the 
opportunity of getting practical training. 
They were given theoretical training, but 
they could not get sound practical training 
once the machinery was moved. I brought 
the matter under the notice of the Minister, 
and many strong protests were made against 
this action, which deprived the pupils 
of the training that was to fi.t them 
to become citizens who were to guide the 
destinies of this great State. They were 
deprived of vital training. Why should the 
military authorities occupy all the important 

schools for military purposes~ We should 
regard as sacred the right to retain the 
schools for the training of children, because 
to them nothing can make up for lost time. 
How can children be expected to regain 
education lost over a period of 12 to 18 
months f I recomnl'end that the Minister 
make strong representations to the proper 
Federal authority to replace this machineq, 
as the students play an important part in 
the defence of this country. They cannot 
afford to go to Rockhampton for practical 
tuition, which is of vital importance. 
Every hon. member has been through the 
school of bitter experience, but there is no 
greater school than the school of hard knocks, 
which is the master of all teachers. 

Two Townsville schools hnve been tnken 
over as auxiliary hospitals, two others as 
minor auxiliary hospitals,. and others are being 
nsed for other military purposes. '~''hy on 
earth could not some building other than a 
school be obtained for these purposes? \Vhy 
should the Townsville children be deprived of 
such a rich heritage as education 7 This is a 
burning question with the people. It is no 
use the authorities saying that the Defence 
Department has prior right to these buildings, 
because if that is so some other pro,·ision 
should ha;-e been made for educational pnr· 
poses. The State authority has been the 
,-ictim of bitter criticism. It is unfortunate 
that the 2\finister should have taken over this 
portfolio and had to bear the bitter repercus­
sions on this mati'er. One of the sc·hools 
taken o'·er bv the defence anthorities in 
Townsyille was the domestic science school, 
whose student' are destined to 11la:> an 
important part in the future of our State. 
They will he our future mothers, and that 
means a great deal. \Ve know that the tmin­
ing of a good mother is necessary to build up 
good citizenship, which is the backbone of a 
State. The domestic science school in Towns· 
ville has been virtually discontinued and the 
unfortunate students deprived of this e~sen·· 
tin! training. The ::'\Iinister must make 
forceful representations on the subjPct to the 
proper authority in order to restore the 
inherent rights of our children. 

The correspondence education system has 
been extended to Townsville. It is all right 
as an altemative, but it is very difficnlt for 
a mother with a family of young children to 
devote the requisite time to the supen-ision of 
the children's study. In fact, it is a physical 
impossibility in most cases for the mother to 
give the time necessary to it. The conse· 
quence is that the children do not receive the 
maximum benefit of this alternative. If the 
department permitted the teachers to visit 
the children in their homes to superl'ise and 
help them, instead of engaging in other activi· 
ties, some of the clifficulties would be en-er­
come. Many mothers are wives of indus­
trialists in essential war industries. Can we 
visualise a mother of a family of six children, 
two of whom are grown up and in eqsential 
industry, preparing meals for them, attending 
to her other domestic work, ancl supenising 
the correspondence educational course of her 
younger children~ It is physically impossible. 
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I commend these vital matters to the l\fin · 
ister for his consideration. 

I take this opportunity of congratulating 
the Minister on his elevation to the high 
office he occupies. I think his kindly nature, 
tolerance, and abundance of common sense 
fit him for the position. I compliment the 
department on its efficiency and repeat that 
it is one of the most efficient departments 
in the whole of the public serviee. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STltUCTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
'rowers) (12.49 p.m.): I do not think many 
points have been, raised since I replied. 
)\,fany complimentary remarks have been 
made, however, regarding myself anr! officers 
of the department, and of these I express 
my appreciation. It is interesting to listen 
to the ,·iews of hon. members on the manv 
problems affecting education, and it is oftei1 
possible t.o learn something-to get informa· 
tion ''right from the horse's mouth,'' as the 
saying· is. 

1·ouhl not quite follow the hon. member 
for iu:bigny, but he made some referent:: 
the other L''·ening to the desirability of gi,·­
ing more sympathetic consideration to 
ehildren attending- one-teacher schools in the 
(lOuntry. I appreciate lhe fact that the 
hon. member kno1Ys >Yhat he is talking about 
when he speaks on country matters-pos­
sibly no man in this Chamber has a better 
kno>Yiec1ge of conntr;r conditions than the 
hon. member-nevertheless, I want to assure 
him that the Department of Public Instruc­
tion has done a wonderful job over the past 
thrpe years in its one-teacher schools. X ev> 
South \Vales last year-I looked the figmes 
up after the debate the other evening-closefl 
150 one-teacher schools on account of lack 
,of staff. That has never happened in 
Q.ucenslancl. 1 stated the other night tlwt 
;not in one instance have we closed a, school 
because "-e were not able to provide a 
teachel'. ·we admit a school may ha.-e been 
dosed for a week or h'n days, until a teacher 
was sEnt from the South-and in some 
instnnc·es the tencher harl to tranl 1 000 
miles. ' 

It is interesting to note the difficulties 
under >~-hich the depart.ment has worked since 
the beginning of the year. As I mentioned 
the othn evening, about 1,028 male teachers 
have enlisted or hrn·e been called up for ser­
vice, anrl 50 females have joined the different 
war srrdces. Since the outbreak of war 
there have been 544 resignations from the 
staff and that is accounted for to a large 
·extent because there has been an epidemic 
of marriages. All these things have helped to 
make the posit,ion more clifficnlt for the 
Department of Public Instruction. It means 
ihat since the outbreak of the war 1 69'> 
teachers have been withdrawn from the 's;r~ 
vice or resigned for one reason or another, 
and so we arc working with an effective reduc­
tion in the staff of 740. Hon. members will 
·see the difficulties with which we are con­
fronted in a sparsely-populated State like this 
in servicing our ordinary school facilities, 
yet we are able to say that we have not closed 

one school through a shortage of staff. I 
admit we have had some difficulty in these 
matters, ne>·ertheless we have done a very 
good job in the circumstances. 

\Ye have readmitted approximately 100 
married female teachers. 'l'here is a difficulty, 
as I pointed out on a former occasion, in these 
readmissions to the service. A number of 
women will come back if they eau nominate 
the schools to which they will be senL 'l'hat 
can be readily understood. Often tlte 
applicant is a woman with a kiddy or two, 
and natmally she wants to haYe a home and 
be at a school near it. \Ve cannot always 
arrange that, but we are often able to do 
so. Often a teacher has been required for 
a western town and we haYe been able to 
appoint one who has been living in that centre. 

All kinds of people apply who have not 
the qualifications for the job. Some think 
anyone should be admitted to the teaching 
ser:vice at present, merely because they belie>'e 
they have some knowledge of teaching, but 
tl•ci·e is a certain standard to be maintau1cd 
and the department has insisted that it shall 
he maintained, otherwise it would be pos· 
sible to reach a position that would not be 
desirable from the point of view of the 
er1n>,~twr, of the children or the standarcl of 
erlueation that has been set up in the State. 
Ho1'ceYer, 1vc have taken back approximate!;· 
100 teachers who were previously in the 
ser\'ice. 

I think it 11·as the hon. member for Oxley 
1rho made some reference to the .School for 
th~ Blind and the Deaf in South Brisbane; 
and the reduction in the appropriation as 
compared with last year. That institution, 
or the main part of it, I regret to say, 'has 
been taken over for an auxiliary hospital by 
the Brisbane an1l South Coast Hospitals 
Hoard. '£he majority of the domestic staff 
of the institution arc in the employ of the 
bo~rd at the present moment and consequently 
are being paid by th0 boarcl. There is no 
need for them, because the residential see­
tion is not being carried on. Since the mid· 
>~mrmn vacation we have taken in only local 
deaf aml blind children. Previously a number 
of chilr!ren from country districts were in 
rc&idence there, but after Japan's entry into 
the 11·ar and the crisis that developed shortly 
aftenYards we thought it was not in the best 
interests of the children to bring them fro rn 
the country to Brisbane. An attempt "·as 
mar1e to pro1·ide suitable accommodation in 
countT:Y districts so that this phase of train­
ing could continue but we found great 
difficulty in finding accommodation for chil­
dren afflict eel as these are. However, it is 
the intention of the department after the 
vacation to restore full facilities at the 
sehool to enable them to resume their 
training. \Ve regret very much that it was 
found necessarv to close the school because 
we appreciate v~hat it means to the parents of 
these children. We have received letters from 
many parents who have children thus aftlictecl, 
and we can appreciate their anxiety. We 
shall be Yery pleased to get back to some­
thing approaching normal conditions at that 
institution. 
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lUr. Luckins: Is there any chance of 
:~·etting wireless in the schools at some future 
dateg 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Wireless is installed in 
many schools at present, not only in Brisbane, 
but in countq centres. Recently I had an 
invitation from a school in my own electorate 
-of Charters To>Yers to switch on the wireless 
installed there, and it >Yas not a very large 
school. 

nlr. Luckins: School committees could 
help in the finance. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: School committees generally 
lun·e been very helpful. One finds invariably 
that they haw taken an interest in tlw matter 
b; organising various amusements to raise 
money for wiTeless sets in the schools. I 
agree with the remark of the hon. member 
for ::\Iaree. It is very desirable that wireless 
should be installed wherever possible. It is 
one of the moclern instruments of education. 
It enables realities to be put before the chil­
l1ren. i\.s matter of fact, I have fl-eqnently 
•;peculatcd on what it >Yould mean to the 
awrage ehild of to-day if radio >vas suddenly 
Y:ithdrawn and he could not listen to sessions 
of ''Dad an cl Dave'' or something similar 
to it. I hnw often thought of the possibility 
in conneetion with my O\Yn kidrlies, and I 
suppose the kicldies of other people arc just 
like mine. 

Last vear the Director-General of Educa­
tion for"cefullv outlined the effects of radio 
and the cinen1a on eclucation. 

At 2.15 p.m., 

The CHAIR::\IAN resumed the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO:N: I notice, on reading a report 
of the Director-General of Education for last 
year, that he says-

'' \Vhat of the cinema and the radio"? I 
have said that a book may be reacl by 
hundreds of thousands of people, but a film 
is seen probably by millions before it 
exhausts its commercial value, and millions, 
too, listen at the one moment to a broadcast 
bv the Prime Cllinister of Great Britain or 
tl1e Presiclent of the United States. With­
·ont doubt, here are two forces that will play 
their parts-and very big parts-in the 
clevelopment of society, whether we like it 
m not. The machinery they use is effec­
tiYe; no one can question that. It is for 
society to see that this machinery is used to 
the greatest advanta.ge. 

' 'In thP schools both the cinema and 
the mdio are proving to be a useful aid to 
instruction. Here, in Queensland, the 
teachers in more than 200 schools avail 
themselves of the help offered by the special 
programme of school broadcasts, while 130 
schools in the past two years have installed 
equipment for the screening of films and 
now draw regularly from a departmental 
collection of more than 300 subjects. Espe­
cially signifi,cant is the fact that those 
schools are scattered over the whole State 

and the film library senes schools as far 
apart as Normanton and Beaurlesert, or 
Goondiwindi and Mount Mulligan. Here, 
again, we have made a start, and I think 
it is safe to forecast that there will be a 
rapid advancement after the war.'' 

IV e have been active in fmthering the use 
of the radio and cinema in the schools, and it 
is our intention to extend those activities. 

Some years ago, in fact before wireless 
was used to any considerable extent even 
in the city, I was astounded to see a radio 
set installed at the N onnan ton school. A 
teacher had been sent there from Brisbane, 
and immedia tcly he arrived there he installed 
a wireless. I think it was the first raclio 
receiving set to be operated in Normanton. 
'J'he department is fully alive to the value of 
both the cinema and the radio as aids to 
education. 

:ilir. Nimmo: You want to be careful about 
the matter that is receh·ed OYer the radio. 

'l'l!e SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUC'l'lON: The Director-General is 
careful to see that all material used is suitable 
for educational purposes. 

Dming this debate much has been said about 
the pri1iwry cm-respondence classes. Some 
hon. members have pointed out the benefits 
of this svstem to the children in the outback 
parts of "the State, and others haw criticised 
it, contending that wherever it is possible 
to do so, the conespondence system should be 
superseded by a one-teacher school. That is 
the policy of the department. ·where the 
required daily attendance can be kept up we 
haYe never resorted to the correspondence 
system, but it must be obvious to anyone who 
stops to think, that in a State of the size of 
Queensland, with its vast sparsely populated 
areas, it is necessary to have some system 
other than the ordinary school method of 
education. Experts on educational matters 
>vho have visited Queensland from time to 
time and iiiYestigated our primary corre· 
spondencc system have spoken of it at all 
times in terms of the highest praise, and I 
am doubtful if there is any correspondenc-e 
svstem in the world that excels oms. This 
c~ntention has been upheld from time to time 
by those who are in a position to give an 
opinion on the matter. 

Last year, 39 students of the primary cor­
respondence classes won scholarships. One 
boy out Richmond way obtained 78 per cent. 
last year, I think, and was awarded a medal 
for the highest aggregate pass among the 
children educated under this system. It was 
never intended that the correspondence 
class·es should be used where it was possible 
to have the ordinary school. I think every 
one of us would prefer that our children 
receive their education at the hands of 
teachers in the ordinary schools. Some years 
ago, before the redistribution of seats, I 
represented the Burke electorate in this Par­
liament, and I know the country fairly well. 
There is a station here, another one 50 miles 
away. and 50 miles out from the homestead 
a sto~kman or boundary-rider is living. These 
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people appreciate the correspondence classes 
because it is the only means whereby their 
children can be educated. When travelling 
through the Gulf country I have called at 
such homes and on seeing chilih'en one knew 
at once that they were taking correspondence 
lessons, because that was their only means 
of education. It was a natural question to 
ask how they were getting on with their 
lessons. 

A couple of weeks ago I visited the corre­
spondence school in Brisbane and there I 
happened to meet some people from the West 
who had called to sec the principal of the 
school. Their children had received lessons 
through the correspondence classes for a 
number of years and they and their children 
were interested to see the teachers who had 
sent the lessons and had corresponded with 
their children. When I spoke to one of the 
teachers she said, ''I have been writing to 
this little fellow for upwards of two years 
and I always visualised him as a tall lean 
sort of a lad, but he is in fact a nuggety 
little fellow.'' The teachers take a very 
keen interest in the children. The correspond­
ence classes are something of which we can 
feel justly proud, but I should like hon. 
members to understand that they are not 
regarded as a substitute for the normal school 
>Yhen it can be conducted. 

Some hon members have mentioned that 
the accommodation for teachers in country 
districts has been unsuitable in some 
instances, but I should like to explain that 
before a teacher is directed to report 
to a country school the department has 
full knowledge of the accommodation avail­
able. Sometimes the information is contained 
in an inspector's report. Early this year, 
because of the international situation, it was 
found that in some instances, in Nortll 
Que·ensland in particular, suitable accommoda­
tion for teachers could not be found with 
British families or persons sympathetic 
towards the cause of the Allies, and so 
instructions were given that unless the 
teacher could get accommodation with such 
persons the schools would have to be closed. 
We did not think it was right that teachers 
should be placed in an environment that was 
unsuitable or would make conditions difficult 
for them. Because of those circumstances it 
may have been necessary to close one or two 
small schools, but it was necessary in the 
interests of the teachers. However, where 
complaints have been rec·eived that the accom­
modation was not suitable an investigation 
was carried out. Again, there are places in 
Queensland where it would not be desirable 
to send a female teacher. For instance, we 
could not send a female teacher to Kelsey 
Creek, a mining field, where there is a little 
room just off the school suitable for a man 
who could sleep there and have his meals 
with one of the miners. That is all right 
for a male teacher, but we could not send 
a female teacher to such a place. No teacher 
is sent to a school unless it is known that 
suitable accommodation can be obtained. The 
department makes very careful inquiries into 
the matter. I do not want hon. members to 
get the impression that when a teacher is 

required in a country school he is sent off 
with the idea that he must make his own 
arrangements when he arrives. 

I was pleased to hear the remarks by the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock about tht: 
activities at the Agricultural High School and 
College. The department deeply regrets that 
it has been found nece~sary to curtail the 
activities of the college. That is one of the 
inevitable happenings of war, and I regret 
very sincerely that it was necessary for some 
of the students to leave because >~·e harl not 
suitable accommodation there. 

However, we were able to arrange for the 
continuation of the study of the diploma 
students. It is intended in the coming year 
to pay special attention to the sub-diploma 
students. We are doing all it is humanly 
possible to do to keep the college working 
during these very difficult days. We appre­
ciate the fact that tile disturbance in study 
has been somewhat upsetting to the students' 
parents, who had decided on a career in agri­
culture for their boys. They attended the 
college in the usual way last year, but were 
compelled, through the exigencies of the war, 
to return to their homes. No-one regretted 
their having to do so more than the Govern­
ment but I can assure the Committee that 
the ~tmost of our physical po>Yers ,,.iJ] be 
exerted to carry on the actiYities of the 
col1ege as in the past. 

Vote (Department of Public Instruction­
Chief Office) agreed to. 

INSPECTION. 

The SECR.ETARY FOR PFBLIC I'Y • 
STRUCTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
Towers) (2.28 p.m.) : I move-

" That £21,987 be granted for 'Inspec-
tion.' '' 

This vote provides for salaries, travelling 
expenses, sustenance allowance, text books, 
&c., for the inspectorial staff. The increase 
in the salary vote is due to increased salaries 
payable as a result of basic-wage Yariations. 
Automatic increases where payable have also 
been provided for. Pay-roll tax of £4:38 will 
be met from this vote. 

Vote agreed to. 

QUEENSLAND UNIVERSITY. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
Towers) (2.29 p.m.): I move-

'' That £13,300 be granted for 'Queens-
land University.' '' 

The usual number of 20 open scholarships to 
the UniYersity has again been proyided for 
this year. 

:;}Ir. NiltDfO (Oxley) (2.30 p.m.): More 
scholarships should be made available to the 
University. The annual report of the depart­
ment states-

'' Twenty scholarships to the Lniver­
sity were granted as from 1 January, 1941. 
Two of the scholarf,hips were for students 
of the Queensland Agricultural High Schoo1 
and College. The scholarships are tenable 
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for three years, and entitle the holders to 
free tuition; an alio1vanee not exeeeding 
£52 per annum is paid to each scholarship 
holder who must live away from home to 
attend the University, or £26 per annum 
if the holder can live at home and attend.'' 

Many brilliant students are matriculating 
1vho haw no opportunity of proceel1ing fur­
ther. If the number of scholarships were 
extended, many of these brilliant students 
who cannot afford the fees and expenses 
:attached to a university eourse would bene­
fit. The number has remained at 20 for a 
number of years, and notwithstanding th., 
1var, 1ve should increase this by at least 50 
ppr cent. This would induce students to 
inake a spPdal effort to obtain a scholarship. 
\Ye must realise that of the 20 scholarships 
granted last year t>vo were obtained by stu­
dents of the Queensland Agricultural High 
~""lwol and College. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
8TRrCTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
To>wrs) (2.32 p.m.): Hon. members will 
recollect that in the Kational Education 
Co-ordinatic.n and the University of Queens­
land Acts Amendment Bill, passed by this 
ChnmbE"' last year, provision was made for 
~' n aYemge minimum number of 20 scholar­
ships, and power was vested in the board 
to be set up under the Art to make recom­
mendation• for their increase. It will be 
possible eO increase the number of scholar­
ships b:· this means. As hon. members are 
mvare, <his Act hns not been proclaimed yet 
01ving to the international crisis. It is 
intended t.) nroclaim the Act on the return 
'f'f normal ·:0l1ditions. Consideration will then 
be giyen to increasing the number of scholar­
ships. 

Yotc ( 1:'1ccnslancl l'niwrsity) agreed to. 

TRAIXING COLLEGE. 

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR PUBLIC IX­
STRC"CTION' (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
Towers) (2.3:3 p.m.): l move-

' ' That £30,086 be granted for ' Training 
College.' '' 

This Yote j:•rovides for the general mainten­
ance of the Training College, including the 
salaries of principal anll of the instructionn 1 
and clerical staffs, wages of cleaners, &c., and 
the necessary equipment ancl requisites. The 
mnount of £17,738 provided for scholnrships 
is to meet the cost of the annual allowanres 
payabk to the junior and senior trainees who 
1wn• already entered, or who will enter the 
c-ollege next year. 

Pay-roll tax amounting to £288 will be met 
front this vote. 

;Jir. XDDIO (Oxley) (2.34 p.m.): This is 
another vote that should be reviewed. I do 
not think sufficient is paid to students who 
go through the two years' course at the 
Training College. There is no hardship if 
the parents are in good positions financially, 
but for the average student the amount pro­
~-ided is not sufficient, and it is very hard 

on many homes to make up the deficiency. 
This was of much concern to the people three 
or four years ago, but the increased cost of 
living has accentuated the position. I under­
stand a greater sum is paid to the students 
in the domestic sc,ience section. I shoulcl 
like to see the amount materially increased; 
in fact, if it was doubled it would not be 
too much. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
Towers) ( 2.35 p.m.) : 'l'he present allowance 
to trainees at the Teacher' 'l'raining College 
is £1 a week if they are living a"·ay from 
home and £14 a year if they are living at 
home. I discussed this matter 'lvith the 
Director-General some few \ceeks ago, ancl 
at present we are looking into the question 
with a view to increasing the rate. I am 
inclined to agree with the hon. gentleman 
that it is a little low, especially in these 
times 1vith the increasing cost of living, which 
n1ust be taken into consideration. 

Vote (Training College) agreed to. 

QUEEKSLAK!l AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL 
AND COLLEGE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
Towers) (2.:)6 p.m.): I move-

'' That £24,653 be granted for 'Qm•ens-
land Agricnltmal High School and 
College.' '' 

This vote provides for the continuance of the 
various services at this institution, together 
with the development of new actiYities or 
new phases of college work. Pay-roll tax of 
£435 will be met from this vote. 

:ilir. LUCKINS (Maree) (2.37 p.m.): I 
understood from the debate that the college 
is not now al-ailable for training. In view 
of that I should like to know why there 
has been a reduction of only £4,000 in the 
annual expenditure. Whether the college ha's 
been wholly taken over by the military autho­
rities, or only in part, and whether the 
students have facilities there now¥ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX­
STRUCTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
Towers) (2.38 p.m.): The same inquiry was 
made by the hon. member for Fassifern the 
other evening and I replied to him. For the 
information of the hon. member, I repeat 
that the diploma students are still at Gatton, 
and it is intended after the Yacation is oYer 
that they will continue there. There is yery 
little reduction in the staff. The school ancl 
plant are all there, ~s previously. In addi­
tion to that, this year there has been certain 
expenditure-fairly heavy expenditure-that 
has been responsible for keeping the appro­
priation in the Yicinity of the sum for the 
preYious year. 

:illr. Nimmo: How many students are 
there now9 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRFCTION: Twenty-eight. Certain new 
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equipment for the farm has been provided, 
as follows:-

£ 
Tractor, urgently required 550 
A rotary hoe, ordered last year 

but not delivered 123 
Massey Han·is mower 45 
Irrigation plant 555 
Inigation pipes 200 
New motor pump and accessories 290 
Dairy cattle and bail, and other 

incidentals 550 
Fodder 575 

An extra amount is required on account of 
the bad season last year. There are a num­
ber of other items· similar to those that account 
for a considerably sum, and this is largely 
responsible for the appropriation for this 
year. Of course, it is an institution as to 
whic_h yve are not very sure a bout the future, 
and It IS necessary to make a reasonable appro­
priation. Of course, if the money is not 
required it will not be expended, but I can 
assure hon. members that this expenditure is 
considered necessary for the upkeep of the 
college. 

Mr. MULLER (Fassifern) (2.40 p.m.): I 
am glad that \Ye have had that information 
from the Minister. When we discussed this 
institution on the Chief Office vote I end ea­
voured to ascertain from him what 1vas the 
intention as regards the college so that the 
point raised by the hon. member for ::\Iaree 
interested me also. "\Ve were told that the 
greater part of the college had been tem­
poi·arily closed until the buildings are vacated 
by the military authorities, and as there was 
a reduction in the vote of only £4 000 it 
appeared to me that some explanati'on ~as 
necessary. I appreciate the point raised by 
the Minister that although the department 
is not in the position to cater for the full 
n~mber of students it is proYiding for the 
diploma students. I can also see the ::\finis­
ter 's point that it is necessary to keep up 
~he org~nisati?n in case it may be required 
m the munediate future. It is also neces­
sary to keep up plant and stock and give 
stock necessary attention. 

As I mentioned a few days ago, it may be 
advisable to transfer the practical side of 
agricultural training to another department. 
Scientific and technical training are given to 
students at the college. This is very desirable 
as in the days to come there must be a greatei; 
knowedge of the scientific side of agriculture, 
and we can never be oversupplied with tech­
mcians. Science will play a great part in 
the future of agriculture. 

I did not have the pleasure of hearing the 
Se.cretary . for Agriculture and Stock speak 
this mommg, but I understand he informed 
the Committee that he was somewhat con­
cerned as to our future supply of technicians. 
That. certainly is a big problem, but the fact 
remams that the college is ceasing to be a 
practical agricultural college and becoming a 
school of academics. It is necessary to extend 
the practical side of the teaching. When 
yisiting the institution one cannot help feel­
mg that the greater part of the work being 
done at the moment is done by the staff, 

because so much of the time, virtually all the 
time, of the students is taken up in the 
scientific end of the business. I should not 
like to see the practical side totally neglected. 
I remember the institution when it was not 
nearly as successful as it is to-day, at the 
time when its activities were mainly directed 
to the practical side. When I was attached 
to the college, there were beautiful studs of 
Clydesdale horses and dairy cattle, and I can­
not help feeling that the lesser interest in 
this sort of thing is largely due to the fact 
that the institution was placed under the 
administration of the Department of Public 
Instruction. Of course, one cannot blame 
the officers of the department. After all, 
they are more interested in the academic than 
in the practical side of education. 

I notice that some slight improvements 
have been made in the last year or so, but I 
do 1vish to congratulate whoever \vas respon·· 
sible for purchasing that beautiful Clydesc1ule 
horse they got last year. Whoever it was b 
certainly a sound judge, for he has placed a 
very fine horse at that institution. ::'\ ot only 
will that a11imal help to build up the breed 
of the stock they have there, but the Gownl­
ment have been big enough and wise enough 
to make his services available to breeclers 
thToughout the State, and I believe that 
breeders are certainly wise to take ~dvantage 
of the opportunity offered them. I urge the 
<1epartment to go further in this direction 
and take similar action to build un the breed­
ing of our cattle, pigs, sheep, or any other 
animal that is essential to primary proc1ue­
tion. 

I think it 'vas the hon. member f0r N anango 
who said he thought we might have many 
scientists and technicians coming from this 
institution, but that no-one "lvould take on 
the real work of agriculture. It is my view 
that a number of those men who are being 
trained in academics and science a re not get­
ting enough practical training. This applies 
in particular to the city-bred youths who haw 
not had any training• in farm life but lYho, 
if they had a year or two of practical 1vork 
at that college, wo11ld make a success of 
agriculture. Certainly they \vould he more 
likely to do so than if they w·ere trained only 
on scientific lines. 

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) (2.48 p.m.): I am 
not satisfied that a full investigation has been 
made into the position of this college. TherE' 
are only 28 students there now, and the 
amount to be voted is £24,653, and this means 
that the cost is approximately £1,000 for each 
student. 

The Secretary for Public Instruction: 
You have to remember that the full quota of 
students was there last financial vear until 
Christmas. • 

Mr. NilUMO: Only half the quota haE 
been there since Christmas, and that position 
will continue throughout the current year. 

I notice that some very large buildings 
have been erected near the railway crossing 
on the Southport line at Cooper's Plains. 
These buildings have round roofs, and they 
would accommodate a large number of 
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people. If the militaTy authorities find it 
necessaTy to take over this college fol' a 
hospital, they do not need to use the whole 
of the gTounds, and it seems to me that it 
should be possible to eTec.t some tempoTary 
accommodation for the students in order that 
they r:right . continue with their training; 
o~hennse thrs huge expenditure cannot be 
justified. 

On looking ove1• the vote I find that last 
J:ear there w~s a lecturer i_n animal husbandry, 
for \Yhom £661 was provided. He has gone. 
There were three plant-breeders there last 
year, and this year there is only one. 'l'his 
ye~u: the assistant to the instructor in poultry­
l'aismg and beekeeping has gone. The matron 
has_ gone, one sorter _has gone, the temporary 
ass1stant ~o the agnculturist has gone. All 
the other mstructors and professors even the 
English and mathematic masters ' are still 
tl_rere. _'l'he principal, for whom £911 is pro­
VIded/ IS s~1ll there. It . is certainly some­
body s busmess to get nght onto this job 
and investigate the institution with a view 
to seeing that temporary accommodation is 
proYided so that the students may be trained 
under norn;al conditions. If temporary 
accommoclat:on cannot be proviiled, it appears 
to me that It would be a good thing to close 
dmYn a good deal of the plant and be ready 
to carry on when the buildings are vacated 
at a later date. \Ye cannot afford to go on 
spending mone:'· keeping a carpenter, black­
smith, herdsman, and others there when no 
tuition is being given. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
S'l'RUCTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
Towers) (2.51 n.m.l: T think thP hnn 
gentleman is taking a rather narrow ~ie,.;;-~f 
this matter. It must be remembered that the 
total area under the administration of this 
ins~itution at Gatton is about 1,786 acres, of 
whrch only about 85 acres has been handed 
oYer temporarily for the use of the military. 
The herds, the piggeries, the b~tter factory, 
the bees, the po;:tltry-all are shll there, just 
as they were pnor to the last vacation. The 
matters mentioned by the hon. member 
for Oxley have been very carefully consid­
ered but it is necessary to have staff to 
carry on the undertaking. There is no over­
staffing by any means. The fact that the 
appropriation this year is almost the same 
as last year is readily understood. I explained 
by way of interjection that the functions of 
the college were normal until last Christmas 
and it is only for a period of five months 
from February onwards, that the student~ 
were not th~re in the. numbers of last year. 
T do not thmk there IS much to question in 
that respect. The activities of the college so 
far as staff is concerned, have not been 
reduced to any great extent. 

::IIr. Brand: There must be someone to 
look after it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Yes, someone has to be 
there to look after it. Perhaps the hon. 
member for Oxley means that the reduction 
should have been much heavier, in view of 
the fact that there are only 28 students. The 
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amount of expenditure required cannot be 
gauged from the number of students attend­
ing at the moment. 

Jlir. Nimmo: I am satisfied, so long as 
you are looking into the matter. 

)Ir. BRAND (Isis) (2.53 p.m.): Having 
known Ga tton College as it used to be and 
knowing the success it is to-day, I have 
nothing but bouquets to offer. It certainly 
deserves every credit and I hope the Minister 
will realise the tremendous advantage it is 
to rural life generally. The boys who attend 
the college learn a great deal, which makes 
them proficient in the science of agriculture 
and stock, and that is very important in this 
State. We are passing through a period 
of difficulty, the causes of which are beyond 
our control, but I hope the Minister is 
going to see that this grand old organisation 
is kept intact so that when a change takes 
place sooner or later the department will be 
able to carry on its useful work in a normal 
way. Again I say that its services are greatly 
appreciated by the people in the country. 
The Department of Public Instruetion may 
not have been expected to render the 
same service with the college as another 
department would have done, but in my 
opinion it has made a splendid succe~s of it, 
and to such an extent that every mdustry 
looks to it for tuition in man;· branches of 
agriculture. 

It is to be regretted that the tractor 
schools inaugurated by this department can­
not be continued. 'l'hey were a boon to 
agriculture and I know that the great sugar 
industry made extensive use of them. Indus­
tTy was able to obtain very useful informa­
tion and training from those schools. 

The Secretary for Public Land~: They 
were well attended. 

Mr. BRAND: They were very well 
attended. In fact, application for the right 
to attend had to be made a considerable time 
before the schools were held in order that 
a place might be found in them. They were 
followed with great interest by the people 
engaged in the sugar industry. Of course, 
we realise that it is impossible to carry on 
in a normal way to-day because those who 
would have taken part in this training are 
either engaged on the food front or in the 
fighting force8. The Queensland .\gricul­
tural High School and College is a magnifi­
cent institutio11, and one of the finest of its 
kind in Australia. It has been carried on 
very successfully and I hope the Minister 
will see that the organisation is maintained 
intact. 

ltir. PLUNKE'fT (Albert) (2.56 p.m.): I 
take a contrary view to that of people who 
are not concerned with agriculture. We do 
not spend enough money on this college. 1 
am satisfied that it has made great strides 
under the direction of the Department o:f 
Public Instruction. We must recognise that 
when the college was under the supervision 
of the Department of Agriculture and Stock 
it was starved for finance. Admittedly, the 
expenditure has been greater and its ramifi­
,cations have been proportionally increased 
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since it was transferred to the Department 
of Public Instruction, but even no\\ sufficient 
money is not spent on it. Gatton College 
should be our show place for training agricnl­
tmists in Queensland, as on the scope of our 
agricultural education there depends the 
success of our primary industries. It is 
essential that our students should be educated 
along the highest scientific lines to assure 
their succrss on the land. N o-onc should 
eavil at the expenditure of a few thousand 
pounr1s to attain this aim. The idea of 
reducing expenditure because its activities 
cannot be developed to the highest pitch is 
1n-ong. Its organisation should be kept intact 
so that when the war is over it can be imme­
c1iately used to train our young men to settle 
and develop our land. 

3Ir. DART {Wynnum) {2.59 p.m.) : This 
vote scn·es a very useful purpose and will 
not be opposed by anyone. \Ve were under 
the impression that as the college had been 
~1anded ?.':er to the military authorities all 
1ts actlv1t1es had ceased. The very welcome 
~tatement was n1ade by the 1\finister that 
nearly all are continuing. The Minister 
should ask the military authorities to endea­
YOur to find some other building that will 
be suitable for their purposes. 

, Tlle Secretary for Public Instruction: 
I'hey haYe spent £10,000 on the building. 

:!Ur: HART: They have spent more than 
that m my "electorate. They have spent man:· 
hun_dreds or thousanrls of pounds at Cooper's 
Plams and Cannon Hill. That being so, the 
amount spent at the -college is infinitesimal. 
The coll€ge is situated on an area of 700 
acre~. Surely, the whole of thnt area is not 
reqmred by the military? 

The_ Secretary for Public Instruction: 
We tned to dissuade them from- taking it. 

_. JUr. llART: More money should be pro­
' Hled for the purpose of this yote. Manv 
students have pas.sed th~ough the college and 
have entered callmgs e1ther on the land in 
~he ~ug!lr ind~stry as chemists, instructors 
m dauymg, or mstructors in other industries. 
They are performing a useful service to the 
State. Probably there is a scarcity of 
students offering owing to the war but 1 
should not like the impression to get' abroad 
that the college was closed down. I \Yas 
please~ ~o hear that 28 young men are receiY­
mg hntwn there. \Vhen that fact is kno\Yll 
I am sure more parents will send their bovs 
to the college. · 

Item (Queensland Agricultural High 
School and College) agree cl to. 

WOMEN'S COLLEGE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN. 
STRl'CTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
Towers) (3.2 p.m.): I move-

'' That £350 be granted for the '\V omen's 
College.' '' 

This grant is m'ade annuallY to this non­
denominational residential college, which is 
partly supported by public subscriptions, and 

is performing a useful service, mainly for 
country girl students. 

lllr. LUCKINS {Maree) (3.3 p.m.) : This 
college is situated in the very important dis­
triet of Kangaroo Point, which is a seat of 
learning, and it caters for a great number 
of students. When the vote was before this 
Committee last year I advocated an increase 
in the Yote. The college is in charge of a 
very fine principal, Miss Bage, who gives a 
wonderful sen-ice to the many young women 
who assemble there from all over Queensland. 
I think it would be a graceful tribute and 
show the Government's appreciation of Miss 
Bage and her students if the vote was 
increased by at least £500. It \Yould be in 
keeping with the good work that has been 
accomplished there and it would be an :tcknow­
leclgment of the great part the Women's 
College has played and is playing. 

Yote (Women's College) agreed to. 

SECONDARY EDUCATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIOX (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
Towers) (3.4 p.m.): I move-

'' That £91,961 be granted to 'Endow­
ment, Fees, and Allowances (Secondary 
Education).' '' 

The amount of £7,000 represents an additional 
enclovmtent to grammar schools, and is distri­
buted as follows :-Brisbane Boys' £2,500, 
Bt·isbanc Girls' £1,300, and Ipswich Boys' 
Ipswich Girls', Rockhampton Boys', Rock· 
hampton Girls', Toowoomba and Townsville 
schools £500 each. A further additional 
enclo\vment of £200 has been granted to Towns­
Yille Grammar School. 

Of the sum of £84,961 provided for fees 
and allowances for State scholarships and 
extension scholarship holders in attendance 
at secondary schools, approximately £84,000 
is required to meet the commitments for fees. 
allowances, and railway fares on account of 
scholarships and extension scholarships 
granted in preYious years. New (ordinary) 
scholarships to the number of 5,400 were 
granted as from 1st January, 1942, anrl 
pro,·ision has been made to meet the cost for 
six months that will be invoh·ed in the grant­
ing of approximately the same number from 
the forthcoming examination in December 
next. 

Vote (Endowment, Fees, and Allowances, 
Secondary Education) agreed to. 

STATE SCHOOLS. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTION {Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
Towers) (3.6 p.m.): I move-

" That £1,425,460 be granted for 'State 
Schools.' '' 

This Yote the items of which are self­
explanator)·, is required to meet all expendi­
ture on account of salaries and allowanceE 
and all general contingencies in respect of 
State, proYisional, and primary schools, rural 
schools, high schools, &c. 
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In respect of salaries and allowances, auto­
matic increases have been provided where 
payable, and in respect of the increase of 
£5,825 in the vote for school requisites, books, 
&c., this is primarily due to the necessity to 
meet charges on outstanding orders placed 
previous to 30 June, 1942. 

Provision has been made for payment of 
pay-roll tax amounting to £33,012, principally 
on account of salaries of teachers in State 
primary and high schools. 

!Ir. iliULLER (Fassifern) (3.7 p.m.): I 
should like further information about pro­
ject clubs. I regard this branch of education 
as of such importance that I think it ought 
to be developed to a greater extent than it iP. 
I understand-! should like the Minister to 
correct me if I am wrong-that it is optional 
for the head teacher to establish a branch 
of a project club in connection 'vith his other 
'vork. In most of our country districts this 
work is so important that I think that if steps 
are not taken to encourage it, it should be 
included in the ordinaq curriculum. This 
system has proved so successful that it should 
be encouraged. I have had the pleasure of 
opening a number of project club days, and, 
as I said a few days ago, I was amazed at 
the knowledge displayed by a number of the 
young people who were engaged in this work. 
I think it should be extended to all our 
country schools. I realise there are certain 
difficulties to contend with, such as the adap­
tability of the teacher, and whether the 
teacher is willing to take on the job. I 
understand the teacher has the choice of 
selecting any section of 'vork, such as forestry, 
agricultme, or stock. I do not think it 
would be too much to expect the teacher in 
a country district to undertake at least one 
branch of this important project work. I 
feel sure that after the experience of the past 
few years the department must realise that 
its efforts have been worth while. 

A very pleasing feature of this work is the 
meetings of the clubs. which are conducted 
by the children themseives. It was an inspira­
tion to me to see a child acting as the 
chairman of the meeting and another as the 
secretary, and hear them discuss their prob­
lems in a businesslike way. They gain much 
useful information in this way. As I have 
said previously, it is a worthy movement and 
gives the children a wonderful grounding. If 
the work could be extended, I am sme the 
people of country districts would be pleased. 

Illr. PIE (Hamilton) (3.10 p.m.): I have 
nothing but praise to offer State schools 
generally throughout the State, but there is 
a point on which I should like some explana­
tion from the Minister. The item ''High 
Schools, Principals, and Assistant Teachers,'' 
shows an increase of approximately £12 000 
over the appropriation last year, but 'the 
number of teachers has increased by only 19 
-an approximate increase of £600 a teacher. 

Mr. LUCKINS (Maree) (3.11 p.m.): I 
ask the Minister if he cannot give a little 
more consideration to the schooling of 
aborigines. The Estimates provide an amount 
of £1,396. All hon. members will agree that 

special consideration should be gh·en to the 
children of the aboriginals of Queensland for 
many reasons. It appears to me a very small 
amount for the purpose of educating the 
children of those to whom we owe so much. 
I have no desire to give the history of the 
State, but we certainly owe a great debt of 
gratitude to aboriginals. They should have 
our special care and attention, and I have yet 
to learn that the amount of £1,396 is suffi­
cient in comparison with our responsibilities. 
I should like to have information from the 
Minister, if possible, how many aboriginal 
ci1ildrcn are attending school and what pro­
Yision is or can be made for their higher 
education. I will not labour the question, 
but it is of vital concern to the people• and 
the Government that considering what we owe 
to these people they should be giwn at, least 
the same consideration as that extended to 
our own. 

::Ur. PLUNI{ETT (Albert) (3.12 p.m.): 
I suggest to the Minister that he ask his 
offieers to see "·hether project clubs cannot 
be extended. If they were placed on a 
foundation that allowed of expansion, I think 
there would be greater co-operation, not only 
from parents, but others, interested in the 
deyelopmcnt of agriculture and in pastoral 
improvement. The hon. member for Fassi­
fern and I have been associated with pastoral­
improYement schemes, and each year a certain 
amount of money is allocated by om· organi­
~ation in an endeavour to co-operate "·ith the 
department with regard to project r!nbs 
experiments at Gatton College, and so forth' 
but I am of opinion that there must be ryrea te{, 
specialisation for the future, and if ~ start 
was made with project clubs we should be 
placing the matter on the right foundation. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STR-UCTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
To,Yers) (3.14 p.m.): As to the matter raised 
by the hon. member for Hamilton, the increase 
in the appTopriation for high schools. princi­
pals, and assistant teachers, I would inform 
him that the salaries of head teaehers of com­
bined high and pTimary schools are now 
included in that item, whereas they were 
pTeviously included in the next-primary 
schools, head teachers, and assistant teacheTs. 

The department thoToughly appTeciates the 
value of the work of project clubs, bnt it must 
be realised that as a result of present-day 
conditions there are certain difficulties. That 
is one of the reasons why the appropriation 
this year is slightly less than it was last year. 
Again, with petrol rationing and rnbber 
shortage, it is difficult for project-club 
organisers to travel round the yarious dis­
tricts. The department has always endea­
Yonred to extend project-club work, and I 
think hon. members will agree that consider­
able progress has been made in this direction 
over the past few years. I agree with hon. 
member·s that a few thousand pounds is neither 
here nor there when we are considering the 
extension of this work. This morning many 
hon. members referred to the desirability of 
practical instruction in agriculture. The pro­
ject club is where that instruction begins. 
The hon. member for Gregory referred to 
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the necessity for cultivating initiative. Again 
it is the project club that· encourages initia­
tive in children. 

Nothing has been of more interest to me 
since I have held my present portfolio than the 
excellent project work that I have seen done 
at the few country schools I have been able to 
visit, and I have been greatly impressed by 

the interest displayed by the children. Recently 
a school in the electorate represented by the 
Secretary for Public Lands sent me a case 
of . vegetables grown by its project club, in 
wh1ch was almost every type of vegetable 
that one could name. It was hard to believe 
that all these vegetables could have been 
grown by school children; and that is only 
one example of what is being done through­
out the State. Many children who' were 
engaged on different types of project work 
previously are now concentrating on growing 
vegetables, and I have received reports from 
the club organiser concerning the activities 
of these clubs throughout Queensland. I 
have one list here, and it is rather long but 
~n many centres the child_ren have been grow­
mg vegetables and supplymg them to hospitals 
and other institutions. Hon. members have 
only to read this report to gain some idea 
of what is being done by thes·e children. I 
can assure the Committee that the depart­
ment is very much alive to the importance of 
project-club work, and it is not intended to 
allow it to suffer in any way. 

lUr • .MULLER (Fassifern) (3.19 p.m.): 
I am the Secretary for Public Lands 
is in Chamber, because I desire to refer 
to one matter aff'ecting his department­
reforestation. Those project clubs that are 
undertaking reforestation work are a great 
benefit and education to the children in that 
they are getting a great knowledge, ~ot only 
of reforestation, but of the real timber posi­
tion in this State. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: The 
Sub-department of Forestry is ready to 
eo-opeTate at all times. 

Mr • .MULLER: That is so. I understand 
that officers of the sub-department are aiding 
the Department of Public Instruction in this 
direction. I have to confess that young chil­
dren of 10 or 12 years of age have been 
able to give me a fund of useful knowledge 
connected with reforestation. 

One school reforestation plot to which I 
should like to make special reference is that 
at. the Slack's Creek State School, where Mr. 
W1lkes, the teacher, has done creditable work. 

The Secre·tary for Public Lands: It is 
a very fine plot out there. 

Mr. .MULLER: It certainly is a credit 
to Mr. Wilkes and the children who are 
attending to it. It is always a pleasure to 
hear these ch~ldren lecture on the subject, 
and after hearmg them, I am convinced that 
there is scarcely anything they do not know 
about timber, the possibilities of timber, and 
the need for keeping our forests going. 

The Minister has ref.erred to the cost of 
the project-club organisers and the difficulty 

in arranging transport for them. In my 
opinion, this work is far enough advanced 
now for a number of the teachers to take a 
more active part than they have done in the 
past. The officer at Slack's Creek has such 
a knowledge of reforestation that he should 
be able to organise his school and at the 
same time help in organising other schools. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: The 
job is not much good without the interest. 

Mr. MULLER: I do not think there is 
any man in Australia who has a greater 
interest in the work than this officer. · 

The Secretary for Public Lands: That 
is quite true. 

Mr. MULLER: If he ha·d not that interest 
he could not have developed the children to 
the standard they have attained. The same 
can be said of vegetable-growing and agricul­
ture generally. A numher of teachers should 
have enough knowledge to keep the work 
going without the aid of organisers or 
instructors. It may be possible to get some­
one locally to assist the teachers in connec­
tion with calf clubs and pig clubs. 

The hon. member for Albert stressed the 
importance of pasture improvement, and 1 
should like to elaborate his remarks. I have 
been very interested in the subject for some 
years, and we have been trying to interest 
the people in it for a long time. I make bold 
to say that we have achieved a greater suc­
cess through the State schools than through 
the Department of Agriculture and Stock 
itself, which goes to show how much more 
can be done with the child than with the 
adult, who usually has fixed ideas and thinks 
he knows everything, even about pasture 
improvement. If the teachers will interest 
the children in pasture improvement by the 
cultivation of little plots and give them the 
necessary attention I believe we can do more 
in that way than in any other. This is a 
matter that will have to be considered seri­
ously by the rising generation, and I repeat 
that if we can instil into the minds of 
children the need for pasture improvement 
we are going to do more good than by begin­
ning with people who have fixed ideas about 
it. 

Vote (State 8chools) agreed to. 

SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND AND DEAF, 

The SECRETARY .FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
Towers) (3.24 p.m.): I move-

" That £4,160 be granted for 'School for 
the Blind and Deaf.' '' 

The vote provides for the salaries of the 
principal and instructional staff and for the 
wages of a cleaner and the net cost of its 
maintenance. Owing to circumstances created 
by the war, the boarding establishment in 
association with the school has been taken 
over by the Brisbane and South Coast 
Hospitals Board. Consequent upon this there 
has been a reduction in the provision for 
contingencies expenditure for 1942-43. 

Vote agreed to. 



Supply. [12 NOVEMBER.] Supply. 1093 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND PRACTICAL INSTRUC· 
TION IN STATE SCHOOLS, AND APPRENTICE· 
SHIP CO),f:YIITTEES. 

Tl1e SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
Towers) (3.25 p.m.): I move--

''That £164,751 be granted for 'Techni­
cal Education, Practical Instruction in 
State Schools, and Apprenticeship Com­
mittees.' '' 

The Yote provides for all expenditure on 
account of staffs and general contingencies 
in respect of Central 'rechnical College, State 
Commercial High School and College, country 
technical colleges, the many State practical 
instruction centres, the travelling manual and 
domestic science cars, the apprenticeship com­
mittees, and the Juvenile Em'ployment 
Bureau. Provision is also included in the 
Yote for the usual State grants to non-State 
technical colleges in aid of technical educa · 
tion. P1·oyision for the payment of pay-roll 
tax amounting to £3,277 has been included. 

~Ir. XIlU.'\10 ( Oxley) (3.26 p.m.) : I should 
like to express my appreciation of the 
splendi(l work done by technical ·colleges in 
connection with the war effort. I know tte 
training that has been given to many of our 
young people in practical engineering work 
has been considerable and I hope it will be 
expanded. I do not know what accommoda­
tion the department has for the students, but 
rt occurred to me that perhaps it could make 
some use of the partly-constructed Govern· 
mcnt building at the rear- of the Railway 
Commissioner's Offices in Adelaide street. 
Mechanics. could be trained there. The large 
rwmuer of mechanical contrivances used in 
the present war demonstrates that we can­
riot have too manv artisans. The technical 
colleges hnw don~ a great job in training 
many men for this wor-k. The Minister should 
take the fullest advantage of every oppor· 
tunity to impart technical training to om 
~-oung men, for it would be not only a great 
help to the nation during the war, but of 
great arhantage to the State in the post-war 
period. 

Vote (Technical Education and Practical 
Instruction in State Schools and Apprentice­
ship Committees) agreed to. 

'IlSCELLANEOl:S SERVICES. 

Tl1e SECRETARY l'OR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. A. Jones, Charters 
To>Yer·s) (3.28 p.m.): I move-

'' That £2,600 be granted for 'Miscella· 
neous Services.' '' 

An amount of £1,250 for adult education has 
been again provii!ed for this year. 

The grant towards the establishment of a 
central- circulating library is made to the 
Queensland School of Artisans, which is insti­
tuting and maintaining this scheme under the 
guidance of and in collaboration with the 
department. An annual grant of a similar 
amount has been made to the association 
since the inception of the scheme in 1936-37. 
'The administration of matters affecting the 

Creche and Kindergarten Association of 
Queensland has been transferred to the depart­
ment as from 1 July, 1942. Provision of tJJ.e 
usual annual Government grant of £850 is 
included. 

Vote agreed to. 

DEPARTME~T OF JUSTICE. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (3.30 p.m.): I move-

'' That £28,399 be granted for 'Depart-
ment of J ustice-Ohief Office.' " 

This vote is a decrease on last year's rote 
of £410. A decrease is shown in salaries. 
This department, like all other departments, 
has been Yery hard hit by enlistments and 
calh1ps for military service. :Many senior 
officers have entered the fighting services and 
the department has been forced to carry on 
with depleted staffs as well as it could. 
Many junior officers are filling senior positions. 
'rhere ha 1·e been no changes in the Head 
Office. 

}Ir. ::liAHER (West More ton) (3.31 p.m.): 
It is a long lane that has no turning. 
(Laughter.) Once again, I want to join issue 
with the Minister in connection with the 
fine that was imposed in the Industrial 
::Wagistrate 's Court, Ipswich, on the Federated 
.i\loulders' (Metal) LTnion of Employees of 
Australia (Queensland Branch), and was not 
collected. I have asked a series of questions 
on this subject, and the last and really mate­
rial reply I received was that given by the 
::.rini»ter on the 22 September last. That 
reply stated-

'' Execution of the warrant was with­
held under the following circumstances:­
The prosecution was a private one by one 
Alexander McOonechy Scott, of Ipswich, 
brass and iron founder, against the Fede­
rated Moulders' (Metal) Union of 
Emplo~·ees of Australia (Queensland 
Branch), of Moorooka, Brisbane, as a 
result of industrial trouble existing 
beh.-een them. The magistrate found the 
union guilty of instigating a strike, and 
imposed the fine now in question. The 
>Yarrant of execution was issued on 24 
September, 1941, by the clerk of petty 
sessions, without any request by or refer­
ence to the complainant or his solicitor, 
Mr. Fitzgerald, and sent to the inspector 
of police0 South Coast. On 26 September, 
1941, Mr. Fitzgerald asked that the warrant 
of execution be withheld for a few days, 
as he anticipated a settlement of the dis­
pute, and the clerk of petty sessions tele­
plwned to the police to take no action 
under the warrant of execution until further 
advised. 

''On 29 September, 1941, Mr. Fitzgerald 
telephoned to the clerk of petty sessions 
asking for further withholding of the war­
rant of execution. The warrant of execu­
tion was returned to the clerk of petty 
sessions on 2 October, 1941. The industrial 
dispute was setth;d, and a strike which 
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would have involved the Ipswich railway 
shops was averted. Such a strike might 
have had very serious consequences, con­
sidering the state of war then existing.'' 

Parliament enacted the legislation dealing 
with industrial troubles, and under that legis­
lation the court imposed a fine on the union. 
The clerk of petty sessions, without reference 
to the complainant, rightly issued a writ of 
execution; that was his duty. Why should 
the clerk of petty sessions, having discharged 
his duty up to that point, be swayed by the 
complainant in not making the levy on the 
union itself~ What authority has a clerk of 
petty sessions to interfere with the process 
of justice~ Can anybody say a clerk of petty 
sessions has the right to telephone the union's 
solicitors and bargain with them as to whether 
a warrant of execution shall be executed or 
not~ No clerk of petty sessions has that 
power. Why did the clerk of petty sessions 
act in this way on that occasion~ He has 
no authority to nullify the authority of the 
court, yet the clerk of petty sessions by his 
action nullified the authority of the court. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I rise to 
a point of order. The hon. member made a 
misstatement when he said that the .clerk of 
petty sessions had telephoned the union's 
solicitors and bargained with them. There 
is nothing in that reply that indicates that. 
It was the complainant's solicitor who got 
in touch with the clerk of petty sessions. 

Mr. MAHER: The answer to my question 
went on to say-

" On 26 September, 1941, Mr. Fitzgerald 
asked that the warrant of execution be 
withheld for a few days, as he anticipated 
a settlement of the dispute, :md the clerk 
of petty sessions telephoned to the police 
to take no action under the warrant of 
execution until further advised. '' 

What warrant had an officer of the Depart­
ment of Justice to ask the police to take no 
action~ He was there to carry out the 
decision of the court; he was an officer of 
the Department of Justice. What right had 
he to bargain with the solicitors for the 
union~ 

The Secretary for Public Lands: He did 
not bargain with the solicitors for the union. 
vVbere do you get thaU 

l\Ir. MAHER: In the sense that he dealt 
with Mr. Fitzgerald, the union solicitor, on 
the question of withholding the warrant of 
execution. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: That 
is incorrect; he is the solicitor for the com­
plainant. 

Mr. MAHER: For the complainant­
that is right. The point 1·emains, Mr. Bras­
sington, that the elerk of petty sessions at 
that stage of the dispute had no authority 
to delay the warrant of execution irrespective 
of what the complainant had to say on the 
matter. The court had made its decision. 
The court had fined the union and the war­
rant of execution had been issued, and whether 
the request come from the plaintiff's solicitors 

or the defendant's solicitors is immaterial 
to the legal point involved-that no officer 
of the Department of Justice had the right 
at that stage to interfer·e with the execution 
of a warrant. 

An Opposition :Me·mber: Did he interfere? 

Mr. MAHER: The fact remains he did 
interfere, because the warrant was not served. 
The clerk of petty sessions held up the ser­
vice of the warrant which was finally returned 
without service. 

An Opposition ]!ember: Acting under 
instructions~ 

l\lr. MAHER: No, the clerk of petty 
sessions took it upon himself to interfere with 
the proceedings necessary in the terms of 
the decision of the industrial magistrate to 
further the ends of justice. If the clerk of 
petty sessions interfered in that way he did 
something that was unlawful, and he should 
be punished; but I do not think any clerk 
of petty sessions would take it upon himself 
to act in that way. _Will anybody tell me a 
clerk of petty> sesswns would attempt to 
interfere with a warrant of execution that 
had been issued in an ordinary civil proceed­
ing~ Assuming that I was the plaintiff in 
an action befor:e the Supreme Court and 
obtained a verdict, and I instructed that a 
warrant of execution be issued, no clerk of 
petty sessions has t:he right to stop the 
execution of that warrant. 

The Attorney-General: If you request 
it, yes. If you make a request him to 
withhold it, of course he has right. 
Thousands of such cases go through every 
year. Arrangements are made about then1. 

Mr. MAHER: Even if that parallel is 
not right, the points involved in this case 
seem to suggest that action was taken in an 
irregular way, and I ask the Minister if he 
authorised the clerk of petty sessions to 
return the warrant of execution. 

The Attorney-General: I can give you 
the answer that I did not authorise the clerk 
of petty sessions. The clerk of petty sessions 
acts on the authority of the Act under which 
he is working. Negotiations are entered into 
every day in connection with matters that 
arise. 

l\Ir. MAHER: I must be frank with the 
Committee. I was under the definite impres­
sion that the action was taken on the request 
of the union's solicitor, but I find here 
now that the action was taken at the request 
of the solicitor for the complainant, lVlr. 
Scott. Of course, if Mr. Scott asked for 
the warrant of execution to be returned that 
would take the wind out of my sails. As 1 
have said, I was under the distinct impres­
sion that the request had been made by the 
union's soHcitor and that the clerk of petty 
sessions had bargained with him in order to 
avert a strike. It is just as well to be frank 
and honest with the Committee, and that some­
what spoils the case that I proposed to sub­
mit. I will let it go at that. 

Mr. DART (Wynnum) (3.42 p.m.): I 
regret very much the death of John 0 'Keefe, 
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who at the time of his demise was in charge 
vf this department. I am: sure every hon. 
member deeply regrets the passing of such an 
honourable gentleman. However, we have in 
llis stead as Attorney-General a man who has 
had much experienCB, and I trust that he will 
tread in the footsteps of his predecessor and 
endeavour to straighten out any irregularities 
that there may be in this department. 'l'his 
is a department that seeks to administer 
justice to all, and I must say how much I 
admire the staff of the department from the 
Irighest to the lowest officer. They are 
ah\ ays ready and willing to do their best in 
the interests of the people of Queensland, 
aml treat hon. members ITith the utmost 
\'Onrtesy. 

In adclhion to other things, the late John 
0 'Keefc tried to clean up the electOTal rolls. 
He is to be greatly admired for that, and I 
believe that in the present Attorney-General 
>re have a gentlen1an who will endeavour to 
do his best to give the people of Queensland 
dean electoral rolls. The late .John 0 'Keefe 
went so far as to institute a prosecution for 
personation. I admire him for that, There 
are those who would endeavour to have us 
believe that the electoral rolls are clean and 
that everything in electoral matters is above­
board, and there are no cases of plural 
YOting and things of that kind. 

I presume that the majority of hon. mem­
bers know of the Toowoomba ''Chronicle.'' 
It is a wry important newspaper and gives 
truthful l'cports. That journal reported to 
the public that, on 30 June, 1941, a man was 
prosecuted for personation. 

Too much personation has been taking place 
in Qu:ensland. over a number of years, and 
on thrs occ:aswn the late Attorney-General 
had the courage to test the position by prose­
cuting the offender. He was committed to 
the criminal sittings of the Circuit Court at 
Toowoomba for sentence, and on 7 July, J 941, 
>Ya~ fined £10 and ordered to be imprisoned 
until the fine was paid, the term of imprison­
ment not to exceed three months. If hon. 
members ,. ant full particulars and the name 
Df the pel'CI, who was prosecuted these can 
be obtained from a perusal of the Toowoomba 
'• Chronicle'' of those dates. Not so long 
ago I heard a man boast that he had voted 
six times at the last election. If it is pos­
sible for a man to do that, it is time that 
our rolls were cleaned up. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: The 
former Leader of the Opposition voted hun­
dreds of times last election. 

lUr. DART: I feel sure that the Minister 
is not alleging personation against the former 
Leader of the Opposition. If he is, I submit 
that he should withdraw. 

Tlte Secretary for Public Lands: He had 
all the proxies. 

lUr. UART: If a man votes under the 
authority of a power of attorney, he is not 
guilty of personation. Both the former 
Leader of the Opposition and the Premier 
.cast many ,·otes because they had powers of 
attorney enabling them to do so. I am refer­
ring now to people who cast numerous votes 

without that authority. The fact that it was 
necessary to prosecute this man at Too­
woomba proves that personation is possible in 
Queensland, and that being so, there is every 
need for cleaning up the rolls. I suggest that 
our present Attorney-General do his best to 
give the people of Queensland a clean roll. 
I am sure that every officer in his department 
will be willing to help him with this work. 

I offer a suggestion that would tend to 
clean our rolls. I suggest that the Govern­
ment issue identity cards to every elector in 
the State, and that he be compelled t.o pre­
sent that card at the polling booth on elec­
tion day. Of course, the identity card that 
he holds now might be suitable for the pur­
pose, but I suggest that the expenditure of 
a few pounds on issuing special identity cards 
to every elector in Queensland would be 
justified, the card to be stamped with the 
date by the presiding officer or the person 
who giYes the elector the ballot-paper. 

Tl1e Attorney-General: How about 
ha>'ing them ear-marked? 

1\Ir. DART: The Minister's suggestion 
would be satisfactory for ea ttle, but I hesi­
tate to suggest ear-marking human beings. 
The identification that I have suggested should 
be ample. Certainly, if my suggestion vYas 
adopted, it would go a long way towards keep­
ing the rolls clean at election time. The elec­
tors of Ips1Yich would not think kindlv of 
the Attorney-General if they belieYed he" was 
serious in suggesting that they be ear-marked. 
What I haYe suggested is reasonable, and I 
trust that the hon. gentleman IYill accept it, 
for if he does there will be no question of 
one man's having two Yotes and another 
man's having numerous votes. 

The Attorney-General: That is what 
you arc trying to get do1Yn to. 

1\Ir. DART: I hope my suggestion will 
bear fruit, for then both the hon. gentleman 
and I shall be able to say that we have been 
responsible for cleaning up the rolls of 
Queensland. 

It is the duty of everyone to do his or 
her best to help win the war, but the war 
effort is being hindered considerably by the 
liquor traffic. The Attorney-General could do 
a great deal to control it much better than 
he is doing now. Every effort is being made 
to provide sufficient food for civilian and 
army requirements. The principle of ration­
ing has been adopted in relation to food, 
transport, petrol, and other things, and I 
suggest that the Minister consider the advis­
ableness of rationing liquor to the public. In 
Australia £42,000,000 is spent annually in 
producing alcohol, in the production of the 
barley, in labour generally, coal, electricity, 
manufacturing costs, transport, and other 
charges. The liquor business is a tremendous 
one and the people associated with it are 
growing very rich. Of course, that favours 
the capitalist, but I understand that Labour's 
policy is to give concessions to the working 
man rather than to the capitalist. I ask the 
Attorney-General to consider the advisable­
ness of rationing liquor to the public and also 
to Yary the hours of sale or to curtail them 
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in some way. Last year we spent a consider­
able time in considering an extension of the 
hours of sale, but they were no sooner adopted 
than the Government decided that they should 
not be enforced because the Federal authori­
ties were of the opinion that it would retard 
the war effort. Then the authorities at 
Canberra asked the State Government to 
reduce the trading hours. If the authorities 
at Canberra found it desirable to prevent the 
sale of liquor in Canberra for two hours 
between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. tlrere is no reason 
why the Attorney-General for Queensland 
could not adopt a similar provision for the 
State. The hon. gentleman was asked a 
question on the matter and his reply is con­
tained in a report in the "Courier-Mail" of 
13 October, 1941. 

The Attorney-General: Both the 
''Courier-Mail'' and the ''Temperance 
Advocate'' published a misstatement of my 
remarks. 

Mr. DART: The hon. gentleman will 
have his right to reply to my remarks later on. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have given 
the hon. member considerable latitude. He 
is now discussing a matter that he suggests 
should be the subject of legislation. I must 
rule that no general discussion on the liquor 
laws can be permitted on this vote. 

Mr. DART: I thank you for your ruling, 
Mr. Brassington, and I shall endeavour to 
abide by it. I do not think any legislation is 
required to reduce the alcoholic content _of 
liquor. Our beer is too strong and Its 
alcoholic content should be reduced from 8 
per cent. to 3 per cent. while the war is on. 
The New Zealand authoriti-es have reduced 
the alcoholic content of liquor by 25 per cent. 
I ask the Minister to give my suggBstion 
consideration. He knows that this is a very 
hot climate. It has been stated that it takes 
15 bottles of beer of the reduced alcoholic 
content to make a man drunk. That fact 
should not disturb us; it is the business of 
the consumer. If the consumer must have 
quantity, the only way to assuage his thirst 
without getting him drunk is to reduce the 
alcoholic content. The Minister may uphold 
my suggestion for a reduction in the alcoholic 
content of beer; it is held by many persons 
to be worthy of consideration. 

Mr. CONROY (Maranoa) (3.59 p.m.): 
The Public Curator deals with many matters, 
including the preparation of wills, applica­
tions for probate, and letters of administra­
tion of deceased persons. A case was recently 
brought under my notice in which letters of 
administration of a deceased person were 
granted to the Public Curator in the intestate 
estate of an illegitimate person. He was not 
married, but at the time of his death his 
mother was alive and is still living. The 
estate was not a large one, the gross value 
being sworn at under £400. When the estate 
was finalised the net value was approximately 
£283. I want it to be distinctly understood 
that I have no complaint against the Public 
Curator. I have seen all the papers, and 1 
am satisfied that the Public Curator carried 
out his duties faithfully and well. Probably 

the present Minister has no knowledge of the 
case, which was dealt with by his predecessor. 

Under our existing law the estate became 
the property of the Crown. It is within the 
discretion of the Attorney-General to pay to 
the mother of an illegitimate person the whole 
of the estate, part of it, or none at all. The 
Attorney-General decided to grant the mother 
war-savings certificates .of the value of £200, 
~he balance. of the estate (£83) being paid 
mto consolidated revenue. In the first 
instance, the mother employed a solicitor who 
took the matter up with the Public Cu;ator. 
He did not succeed in obtaining the balance 
of the estate for the mother. The m'other 
then wrote to the Public Curator who 
replied- ' 

"In reply to your letter I have to state 
that it was explained to your solicitor that 
the Crown right of escheat was waived 
only to the extent of £200, and this amount 
has already been paid to you by means of 
war-savings certificates in accordance with 
the directions of the Attorney-General.'' 

That is really confiscation. As the law stands 
the Crown has the right to confiscate th~ 
estate of an illegitima.te per~on. I, person­
ally, do not agree With this provision. I 
contend that the mother is entitled to the 
whole of the estate. The mother of an 
illegitimate child has no bouquets thrown at 
her socially. 

She has to feed, cloth€, and educate her 
child l!ntil it is able to earn its own living. 
In this c~se, the child wa)s a /boy, and 
developed mto a very decent citizen-a v·ery 
steady-going fellow-but, unfortunately, he 
was not very strong and died at a c.ompara­
tively early age. The Crown was not put to 
any expense, and I contend that the mother 
should have received the whole of that estate. 
I as~ th~ Att?rney-Genera1 to make inquiries. 
I Will giVe him the name of the parties and 
all the necessary information in connection 
with it. I believe that something further 
should be done to protect mothers in similar 
circumstances to the one I have mentioned. 
The IntestacJ: Act is a very old one, having 
been passed m 1877, and has no bearing on 
the case I have just mentioned. As far as 
I am aware, it has not been amended in 
any way since it was passed. I endeavoured 
to find out if there was any amendment but 
apparently there was not, otherwise ' the 
Attorney-General would not have dealt with 
the estate. 

That is all I wish to say on the matter. 
I make the suggestion to the Minister that 
I think it is only fair and reasonable that 
the mother of an illegitimate child who dies 
intestate and is unmarried should get the 
whole of the estate. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES (Bundaberg) (4.7 
p.m.) : I am not sure whether we can discuss 
the administration of the Liquor Act. I 
notice that the Licensing Commission comes 
under the Estimates of the Department of 
Justice--

The CHAIRMAN: Order! For the infor­
mation of the hon. member, I quote from 
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page 538 of May's ''Parliamentary Prac­
tice''-

'' The administrati,·e action of a depart­
ment is open to debate, but the necessity 
for legislation and matters involving legisla­
tion cannot be discussed in committee of 
supply.'' 

'fhe hon. member will have an opportunity 
,of discussing the Licensing Commission, but 
I suggest that he discuss it on that vote. 

lUr. J. :F. BARNES: In the first place, 
the administration of the Licensing Commis­
sion is rotten. The Licensing Commission is 
rotten. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I rise to 
a point of order. I ask that the hon. mem­
ber for Bundaberg withdraw the statement 
that the Licensing Commission is rotten. I 
think that is a reflection upon public officers 
of this State, and the man who makes that 
-I think he is rottener than anybody in 
'Queensland. I ask that he withdraw it. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have no 
po\Yer under the Standing Orders to ask 
the hon. member to withdraw that statement, 
but I suggest, in the interests of political 
decency in this Chamber, that the hon. mem­
ber, in referring to responsible public officials, 
refer to them in a courteous, reasonable, and 
decent way. 

I\Ir. J. F. BARNES: They would not 
unc1erstanc1 it if I did. I demand an apology 
from the Attorney-General. I take it, when he 
said that I was the rottenest in Queensland, 
he means that I am rottener than any body 
else. 

The Attorney-General: So you are. 

l'\fr. J. F. BARNES: I demand an apology 
for that statement. 

The CHAIRJ'\IAN: Order! I ask the 
Attorney-General to withdraw that expres­
sion. 

The Attorney-General: At the request 
0f the Chair, I withdraw the statement, if 
it is unparliamentary and out of order. 

l'\fr. J. F. BARNES: I have had the 
experience of coming before the Licensing 
Commission in a case in which the transfer 
of a licence by me could not be refused. I 
had two commissioners or judges on the Com­
mission to back me up, but eventually, after 
a long argument I won. The Licensing Com­
missioner, working in conjunction with 
Carroll, the bombastic little squirt, tried to 
ruin me in my hotel. If they had suc­
ceeded it would have cost me thousands of 
pounds, and that is why I say the Licensing 
Commission is rotten. I will still say it, and 
I will not withdraw it. 

The CHAIRl'\iAN: Order! The respon­
sibility is placed on my shoulders of seeing 
that there is a fair and reasonable standard 
of debate, and I appeal to the hon. member 
to come back to the debate. There is latitude 
for him to put his case fearlessly and fairly 
without recourse to language that is nnpar­
liamentary. I ask him to make his points on 

proper lines; otherwise I shall have no other 
course than to take drastic action against him. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: In the first place, 
the Licensing Commission is designed to defy 
Magna Charta. It was designed by a Labour 
Go,·ernment. If a Tory Government brought 
in that Commission we could expect it to be 
against the \vorkers, but it was designed by 
a so-called Labour Government, and there is 
no right of appeal. As I have said previously, 
the Lic.ensing Commission on two occasions 
made it that two and two are ten. Perhaps 
I should say, ''Two and, two is ten'' to be 
in keeping with what they did. ''Two and 
two is ten'' is what thev said to me. I had 
no right of appeal to· the Full Court of 
Queensland, the High Comt of Australia, or 
the Privy Council. Under a dictatorship a 
clause was put in that Act to suit \Yhom ~ It 
\Yas put in to suit the breweries, and by 
whom' By a Labour Government. It giYes 
a monopoly a benefit, and they, the Labour 
Government, pretend to be the friends of the 
workers. It is all '' hooey.'' They found it 
out in Cairns. The people are a\Yakened as 
to whom Labour are labouring for. 

And whilst I am on my feet, speaking on 
the ,-ote for the Department of Justice, under 
which comes the administration of the Elec­
tions Act, I ask the hon. member who is 
seated on my left on the Government benches 
and who made the statement that he would 
resign if I \YOn the Cairns by-election, to 
prove that he has some honour, and resign. 
But he will not resign. 

:Jir. :i\Iaher: Who said that? 

]}fr •• J. F. BARNES: The hon. member 
for Baroona made that statement, but he 
will not resign. Last year the ho11. member 
for Bnroona, in this Chamber, accused me of 
having had to pay a fine of £5 for an assault 
on a male child. I demanded that the papers 
be tabled. They were not tabled because no 
such thing eYer existed. Now, Mr. Brassing­
ton, the same hon. member last year-the 
same pig, I should say--

.l)I:r. POWER: I rise to a point of order. 
I ask for an apology and a withdra\Yal. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would ask 
the hon. member to withdraw his remark. 

Mr. J. l'. BARNES: I withdraw. I try 
to keep--

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have given 
the hon. member ample opportunity, and I 
must ask him to resume his seat. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: I am out for good? 
I will haYe to change the Government. 

At 4.13 p.m., 

Mr. FARRELL (Maryborough) relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. LUCKINS (Maree) (4.13 p.m.): I 
desire to make a few observations on laws 
that were enacted in yea-rs gone by and do 
not meet the conditions of life to-day. The 
hon. member for Maranoa has just brought 
to light in this Committee a rather remark­
able state of affairs. I can well imagine that 
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at the time the law was enacted in 1877 it 
attempted to cope with the conditions of 
those days. The laws made then were enacted 
to meet certain social conditions, and I 
appeal for an investigation to be made of 
the need for bringing up to date all the laws 
enacted for the good government of the 
citizens of this State. 

To enforce my point, I might mention the 
instance of a young man brought before the 
court on 29 August last for having committed 
an assault on a girl of the tender age of 
four years. Interference >Yith young girls is 
a crime against decency and morals, but the 
penalties provided do not fit the crime. I am 
not aware of the peculiarities of our Criminal 
Code-whether it provides for sentences 
severe enough to 'meet the crime of a young 
man who takes a little girl of four aboard a 
boat and commits an offence. The newspaper 
report of the case reads-

'' Assault on Four-year-old Girl-£5 Fine. 

''A young man pleaded guilty in the 
police court yesterday aftemoon to :rnlaw­
fully assaulting a four-year-old gnl at 
Brisbane on 29 August. Mr. G. A. 
Cameron, C.S.M., fined him £5, in default 
one month's gaol. 

"Detective C. E. Risch, prosecuting, said 
the child had been playing with her brother, 
aged six, near the riYer where the man 
was fishing. Giving his rod to the boy, 
the man had carried the gil'l aboard a small 
launch, where the assault was committed. 

''The man, he added, was at present 
under bond for sewn charges of stealing 
last July. '' 

My complaint is against the light penalty 
imposed for this crime, and I cannot imagine 
that we have a law that is so lenient to 
wrongdoers that a man who commits a criT?e 
of this description on a four-year-old gnl 
should be fined only £5. I do not know the 
circumstances, but I shall hand the newspaper 
cutting to the Attorney-General and ask him 
to have an investigation made into the matter 
so that he will be able to satisfy me, as a 
representative of a large number of the 
citizens of this State, that this penalty is in 
keeping with the crime. 

The Attomey-General is new to his job, 
and I suggest to him that he ask his depart­
mental officers-he has many able barristers 
and solicitors employed-to go through those 
old laws that were enacted about 70 or 80 
years ago and endeavour to bring them np 
to date. We have at least eight months of 
the year in which Parliament is in recess, 
and if it was found necessary Parliam·ent 
could be called together for the purpose of 
bringing those laws into conformity with 
present-day conditions. 

Mr. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (4.18 
p.m.): Last year some cross-summonses were 
issued at Cunnamulla. Mr. J. R. Hall, of the 
Wooldridge Rigby Shearing Company, had 
occasion to sue some of the employees for 
a breach of the award. Classer Barry issued 
a. cross-summons, suing Hall's company. 

Those cases were set down for hearing at 
Eulo on 5 September, 1941. The Wooldridge 
Rigby Shearing Company had other business 
to attend to at that date and applied to the 
clerk of petty sessions, Cunnamulla, for a 
change of venue to Cunnamulla, but got no 
satisfaction. That company could not under­
stand why the request >Yas refused, especially 
in view of the fact that a little later Mr. 
Duffy, the district secretary of the Australian 
\::Vorkers' Union, was unable to appear at 
Eulo on 5 September, and the cases were not 
011ly adjourned for a month-and presumably 
this adjournm'ent was granted by arrange­
ment with the Cunnamulla clerk of petty 
sessions-but the venue was changed tG 
Cunnamulla. 

The Attorney-General: That case was, 
taken under the industrial law, not under the 
Justices Act. 

Mr. YEATES: The Wooldridge Rigby 
Shearing Company wonders why people are 
not all treated alike. 

The Attorney-General: We do not dear 
with those cases. They come under the Indus­
trial Conciliation and Arbitration Act. 

Mr. YEATES: Under the Department of 
Labour¥ 

The Attorney-General: Yes. 

}fr. YEATES: That is a good getaway. 
I shall go into the matter with the office. 

I wish to deal now with the supply of 
grog. I do not propose to talk about hours, 
as I hope to have something to say about 
them when discussing the vote for the Licens­
ing Commission, but I suggest to the 
Attorney-General that he use his influence to, 
have the alcoholic content of beer reduced. 
I suggest that no licences should be granted 
to breweries to sell spirits; there are other 
vendors to look after that part of the busi­
ness. It should be the work of the breweries 
only to brew beer. No licences are granted 
to breweries in Victoria to sell spirits. 

Tl1e ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) ( 4.22 p.m.) : Tne hon. 
member for Wynnum referred to a case of 
dual voting in Toowoomba. The defendant 
was fined. There is very little dual voting 
in Queensland, although there have been 
instances of apparent dual voting that have 
afterwards been proved to be errors by the 
poll clerk in ruling out the wrong name on 
the roll. There is no incentive for dual 
voting to-day. One of my first jobs as a 
small boy in connection with elections was 
in the Bundamba electorate when Mr. Glassey 
put up for political honours. I had my pony, 
and when persons voted it was my job to race 
to our scrutineer in the next polling-booth 
to give the names to him so as to prevent 
dual voting. It was necessary to do that at 
the time, because it was very difficult to 
prevent dual voting. Some people would 
Yote at one booth, then go and vote at another, 
and so go round all the booths if they 
could. 

The hon. member for Wynnum suggestec1 
that we should put a tag on everyone who 
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voted, that he should haYe an identification 
eard or some card to show that he had the 
right to vote and that if he did not have 
such a card he could not exercise that right. 
At one time there was such a thing as a 
.-oter 's Tight, and he had to have a card 
showing he had that right. I think it was 
onlv at hTeakfast in the refreshment-Toom 
this morning that stories were told about 
Yoters' rights. One story was of a man who 
did not know what to do with his voter's 
right, and when told that it was a shin 
plaster he promptly plastered it on his body 
so that he would not lose it. (Laughter.) 
Another story is told of a man who wanted 
to protect his voter's right and pasted it on 
the kitchen door, but when the elections came 
round he could not get it off, and in order 
to exerci8e his vote he had to unscrew the 
kitchen door and carry it to the polling­
booth. (Laughter.) 

})Ir. Dart: I would not do that. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is very 
hard to sav what the hon. member would do. 
If his only way to exercise the vote was by 
carrying the kitchen door or some other door 
to the polling-booth we should peThaps see 
him walking along the street with the door 
on his back. I do not think that suggestion 
is one that will be taken seriouslv by hon. 
members. The names of voters are pToperly 
·emolled and a proper card index is kept in 
the Electoral Registrar's Office. He has a 
complete rccon1 of all men and women who 
have the right to vote, and those records may 
be seen by any interested person who visits 
the office. He has the best possible tag on 
eYery voter that one could have. 

Some hon. members have commented on 
the administration of the Licensing Commis­
sion, but I want to tell them plainly that the 
Licensing Commission has no control whatever 
m·er supplies of beer and spirits; they 
are controlled by the Commonwealth Govern­
ment through the Customs Department. The 
activities of the Licensing Commission are 
eonfi~ed to tl;e granting of licences, the can­
cellatwn of hcences, and seeing that licensed 
persons cany out the liquor laws of this 
State. The supply and distribution of liquor 
is solely a matter for the Commonwealth. 
The State has no say in it whatsoever. 

3Ir. Dart: Who fixes the hours of hotels? 

'l'lle ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The State 
Government, but we, at the request of the 
Common•Yealth Government amended the 
trading hours in confor~ity with their 
expressed wish. The Commonwealth Govern­
ment did not fix the hours, but merely 
requested that they be fixed to conform with 
their requirements. The State complied with 
those Wishes. The State has a very limited 
control of supplies sold by licensees. The 
Commonwealth decides the quantity that 
should be made available. 

The hon. member for East Toowoomba sug­
gested that the brewBries should be confined 
to the manufacture of beer or whatever it 
is they brew. Many breweries are agents for 
imported spirituous liquors and bottled beers, 
and as agents supply licensed victuallers with 

them. That is how they are able to dis­
tribute supplies to hotels. 

lUr. Yeates: Where do breweries obtain 
their licences from? 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL: Under the 
State licensing laws. They are licensed, in 
the same way as wholesale wine and spirit 
merchants, both for heer and spirituous liquor. 
Wine and spirit merchants are also licensed as 
agents for beer and spirituous liquors. Under 
our present law a brewery, like a wine and 
spirit merchant, can distribute spirituous 
liquor as well as beer it manufactures. 

As hon. members know, onr legislation as 
to the sale of liquor has been tightened up 
considerably. Wholesale merchants cannot 
sell less than two gallons of liquor at the 
,,-holesale or brewery price. The law respect­
ing the distribution of beer and spirits has 
also been tightened up. Every sale has now 
to be recorded and a copy supplied to the 
police every week. It is by this means that 
sly-grog selling, which at one time was very 
rampant, has been largely stamped out. 

The hon. member for Maranoa raisBd the 
question of the law relating to the distribu­
tion of an intestate estate of an illegitimate. 
I will look into this matter to see if some­
thing cannot be done to protect the interests 
of the mother. She brought up the child 
and cared for it and she should get every 
consideration. I shall look into the matter 
and see if anything can be done. 

The hon. member for Maree brought up the 
question of small fines. This is a matter 
that has been concerning the Government for 
a considerable time. Efforts have been made 
to fix a minimum· fine in some cases and to 
provide for imprisonment for ·Certain offences, 
with the option of a fine. Every effort is 
being made to mete out justice and to pro­
tect our children. The case mentioned by 
the hon. member for Maree was brought 
before my notice by officials of my depart­
ment and a report was asked for so that we 
should know the circunYstances surrounding 
the ·case. The magistrate who tried the case 
made a report in which he stated that after 
taking the whole of the circumstances into 
consideration he thought the fine wa.s adequate 
punishment. I think the report stated that 
the child was not injured in any way but 
that is no excuse. In my opinion if a' child 
is interfered with, the severest pen'alty should 
be inflicted on the guilty person not for the 
protection of that child alone--'that dam·age 
has been done--but as a deterrent to others. 
Anything that can be done by this depart­
m~nt to see. that pBrsons committing sexual 
offences agamst small ·children are dBalt with 
with the utmost rigour of the law will be 
done. If we cannot bring about a higher 
;noral tone in. any other way than by apply­
~ng the penalties of the law then they will be 
mvoked. 

l\Ir. POWER (Baroona) ( 4.37 p.m.): The 
hon. member for Bundaberg-parliamentary 
procedure compels me to call him '' hon. 
member,'' and if he knew what was in the 
back of my mind he would know that I 
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always wish I did not have to contend with 
parliamentary procedure in dealing with him 
-took the opportunity to try to score off 
me and asked me if I was going to resign. 
He alleged that I said I would resign if he 
was elected. That statement is untrue. He 
is too insignificant for me to pay any atten­
tion to. The fact the electors of Cairns went 
mad recently and elected his brother on a 
minority vote of the whole of the electors of 
Cairns does not give him any right to think 
he has the majority of the electors with him. 
T'vo thousand people were definitely against 
him in the electorate over and above the 
majority he got. I congratulate the Chair­
man on the firm stand he has taken in making 
the hon. member at least use this Chamber 
for purely political purposes and not for 
the pmpose of attacking public officials and 
others. He has used this Chamber for a long 
time to attack public servants who havE' no 
opportunity of defending themselves. He 
took the opportunity of calling me a pig. I 
will deal with that gentleman in the right 
place. H.e has no chance of bluffing me. 1 
repeat tins: he was convicted of an assault 
on a PrPss repor.ter in Bundaberg, and the 
assault was descnbed as a cowardly assault, 
and he was fined £5 for it. At a later stage 
the magistrate described it as a cowardly 
assault. On another occasion he assault€d a 
man on a tramcar and was prosecuted for 
that. This is the gentleman who claims to 
be a decent ,citizen. vVe know he was recently 
put out of the Lodge because he was 28 hours 
in there with a female. 

Mr. J. F. Barnes: You are a liar. 

}fr. POWER: If I called you a gentleman 
I should be a liar. I ask that the hon. mem­
ber be made withdraw that statement. 

The TElUPORARY CHAIRMA~: Order! 
I ask the hon. member for Bundaberg to 
"·ithdraw that statement. 

Mr. J. F. Barnes: I withdraw. 

)'fr. POWER: What about an apology? 

'flle TEMPORARY CHAIRJ.UAN: Order! 
Mr. Power. 

lUr. POWER: I repeat that the hon. 
member was recently put out of the Lodge 
because he was caught with a female in that 
Lodge, which is distinctly against the rules 
of Parliament. 

1\lr. J. F. Barnes: I object and demand 
an apology. I was not expelled from the 
Lodge. I demand an apology. 

Mr. POWER: If the hon. member for 
Bundaberg takes off the gloves to me, I will 
take off the gloves with him, and repeat the 
statement made by the hon. member for 
Bowen that I am not going to put on a 
dress suit to handle a nightman either. 
If this hon. member comes into this 
Chamber attacking me, I will finish matters 
and expose him to the public. I repeat also 
that he made representation to have a prose­
cution withdraw11 against a woman who kept 
a house of ill-fame in South Brisbane. This 
is the person who claims to be an honest and 
clean and decent citizen. He is known as 

''Pasha'' by the female section of the com­
munity within the Bundaberg electorate. 

Mr. J. F. Barnes: You are a liar. 

'l'lle TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. member for Bundaberg to, 
desist from interrupting the _hon. member who 
is speaking. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: I rise to a point of 
order. I object to the statement that I was 
known in Bunda berg as ''Pasha'' among the 
women. I 'vas not known by anybody in 
Bundaberg as ''Pasha,'' but by the kid dies 
of Gympie I was known by the name of 
''Pasha.'' 

~~Ir. POWER: Mr. Farrell, I do not know 
·whether you heard the hon. member for Bunda­
berg call me a liar. I ask that the woTd 
''liar'' be withdrawn. 

The TEI\IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. PO'WER: Now, Mr. Farrell, having 
dealt with the hon. member for Bundaberg, 
I will deal with those matters on which I 
intended to speak. 

1\Ir. J, 1<'. BARNES: I rise to a point of 
order. I demand an apology from him. I 
was not expelled from the Lodge and that 
point of order has not been settled. 

The 'fEl'\IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The point of ordeT has been settled. There 
is no point of order. 

1\Ir. J, F. BARNES: I rise to a point of 
order. 'l'he hon. member accused me of 
having been expelled from the Lodge for a 
certain reason. I was not expelled from the 
Lodge and I demand an apology. 

The Attorney-General: You were turned 
out. 

1\Ir. J •. F. Barnes: I will shift the lot of 
you. 

Mr. POWER: An attack was made on 
the members of the Licensing Commission and 
also on the Commissioner of Police, and I 
take this opportunity of defending these 
gentlemen, who hold very high and honour­
able positions in this State. The Licensing 
Commission was instituted by the Labour 
Government and has done excellent work on 
behalf of the people of Queensland. It has 
been responsible for an improvement in hotel 
conditions in many parts of Queensland. 
Previously to the enactment of the legislation 
empowering the appointment of the Commis­
sion, the accommodation in many parts of the 
State was not by any means all that it should 
be and the travelling public were compelled 
to put up with all sorts of inconveniences. 
Many improvements have been carried out, 
and the Licensing Commission is responsible. 

I now cleal with a position that is exercis­
ing the m·inds of the public in respect of the 
sale of liquor. It is the general belief that 
it is the State Government who are respon­
sible for there not being sufficient liquor to 
meet the requirements of the consumers. 

Mr. J, F. Barnes: You are out of order. 
The Chairman has just ruled that liquor 



Supply. 12 NovEMBER.] Supply. llOl 

generally cannot be discussed, except the 
Licensing Commission, and I demand that 
the hon. member be put out of order. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR3IAN: Order! 
I will decide whether the hon. member is out 
of order. 

3Ir. J. F. Barnes: I am not asking you 
to decide. I will change your seat, too. 

Mr. POWER: I was dealing with the 
supply of liquor when I ~was so rudely inter­
ru.pted by an hon. member of the Opposition. 
L1quor supplies are controlled not bv the 
State but by the Commonwealth Goverilment 
and are issued through the Department of 
Customs. Any shortage within the State of 
Queensland is not the responsibility of the 
State Government, but that of the Common­
wealth Government, who have curtailed the 
amount that shall be made available to the 
public. The position should be made clear 
so that the people of Queensland will know 
on whom the responsibility lies. 

When the quantity of liquor to be supplied 
to the people of Australia was reduced little 
consideration was given to the fact that 
t!wre had been a large increase in the popula­
twn as a result of the landing in Australia 
for war purposes of A!Iied troops. Had 
proper consideration been given to this fact, 
perhaps there would not be the situation that 
~xists to-day, when working men after hav­
mg done a hard day's work in munition fac­
tories, on the railways, tramways, or on the 
road. a_re not able to obtain a glass of beer. 
Prov1s10n should be made by the Common­
we::tlth Government so that these men could 
obtain at least a pot of beer when they have 
finished their day's work. 

Through wise legislation by a Labour 
Government, provision has been made for 
members of the fighting forces to record their 
votes no matter where they may be. I want 
to pay a compliment to the excellent work 
done by Mr. McGuire, the Chief Electoral 
Registrar. ~With the many troop movements 
that are taking place just now, and with the 
heavy call-ups of our young men, it is diffi­
cult to keep track of their movements but 
Mr. McGuire and his officers visit the va'rious 
camps throughout the State in order to obtain 
from members of the military, navy, air force. 
and women's auxiliary forces a sianed 
authority for some person to vote for them. 
Mr. McGuire is being aided in this work 
by his various electoral officers throughout 
queensland, and, because of Labour's legisla­
tion, adequate provision is made to give every 
member of the fighting forces a say in the 
government of the State. We in Queensland 
h_ave done excellent work in making that 
nght available, and Mr. McGuire and his 
staff are to be congratulated on what they 
have done. 

We all appreciate the fact that as a result 
of call-ups and the seconding of magistrates 
to various positions in connection with the 
war there is a shortage of staff in the Depart­
ment of Justice, and I ,compliment that 
very estimable gentleman who is now 
seconded by the State Government to the Com­
monwealth Government to do work connected 

with the war effort. I refer to Mr. Hickey, 
who was clerk of petty sessions here for some 
time. I understand he is now doing work for 
the Commonwealth Government, and that as 
a result of his labours manv industrial dis­
putes have been prevented fr.om taking place. 
In my view, a wise choice was made when he 
1vas selected for the job. 

Mr. 0 'Hagan and his staff have rendered 
very valuable help at all times, and I make 
special mention of the work of Mr. McGregor. 
I have had occasion to refer many matters 
to Mr. McGregor, and all my representations 
have been dealt ;vith to the satisfaction of 
the parties who have approached me. lYe 
are fortunate in having such capable gentle­
men in control of the department. Officials 
can either make or break a Minister, and the 
work of those officials who do their duty 
fairly and impartially should be recognised. 
In the Department of Justice we have two 
excellent officers, and I hope that as the 
opportunity offers they will be gi.-en a chance 
to improve their positions. 

3Ir. MULLER (Fassifern) (4.49 p.m.): 
I understand that since an effort has been 
made to reduce the sale of liquor throughout 
the Commonwealth some authority has been 
established to allocate the supplies to the 
various hotels. The effect is that while coun­
try hotels have had their supplies of liquor 
curtailed the Government have made no effort 
to compensate country hotelkeepers in any 
way by reducing their licence fees. If it is 
right to reduce the allocation of the goods 
they may sell, then it is only right that their 
obligations should be reduced in some way. 
It is hard to make a definite charge, but one 
cannot help noticing the difference when com­
ing to Brisbane from a country district. 
Licensed victuallers in the country have had 
their supplies reduced to such an extent that 
the supply of spirits in the winter months >vas 
considerably short of what was required for 
normal trading. After seeing the position 
in the country, it is annoying, upon entering 
Brisbane, to see grog flowing in every possible 
direction. I approve of a restriction of the 
sale of liquor in all directions during the war 
period, but if it is right to ask country hotel­
keepers to reduce their sales, or if it is right 
to deny them their normal supplies, it is the 
responsibility of the Government to reduce 
their licence fees. I should like the Minister 
to explain the position because many of these 
country people have invested in hotels with­
out knowing that this rationing of liquor was 
going to be introduced, and, of course, the 
licence fee is based on the conditions existing 
in the district at the time they bought the 
goodwill. That being so, these people are 
entitled to some consideration. Can the 
Minister tell the Committee if any move in 
that direction is contemplated by the Govern­
ment P 

Tile ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) ( 4.51 p.m.): The licensing 
fees are arrived at on the basis of 2~ per 
cent. of sales, anc1 so if the sales are reduced 
the licensing fee is reducad accordingly. 

Mr. YEATES (East Toowoomba) ( 4.52 
p.m.) : The Minister said that the Licensing 
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Commission issued licences to breweries to sell 
spirits, but that the Commonwealth controls 
supplies under the National Security regula­
tions. In the beginning he said that the 
supplies were controlled by the Licensing Com­
mission, and then >Yent on to say that the 
other matter was a State matter. ·I thought 
so, too. ~Why grant the breweries a. license 
to supply spirits~ If a brewery owns the 
freehold of a hotel or is the lessee, it includes 
in the lease a provision binding the lessee 
to buy all his liquor from that brewery. That 
creates a monopoly. Ever so many hotels are 
.controlled hy breweries throughout Queens­
laud-probably 7 out of every 10. The 
breweries have a monopoly, and so other wine 
and spirit merchants cannot get a look in. 
They have to take out licences, too. I want 
to know why the State Government encourage 
monopolies, as they appear to do in the case 
of bre•'>eries. Do the breweries confer anv 
favom of any kind on the State Government'? 

'l'he Attorney-General: In what way? 
Why the innuendo W Tell us straigl_lt out what 
you mean. 

il1r. YEATES: Do they give you any 
money for elections? 

The Attorney-General: No. 

lUr. YEATES: Definitely no? 

The Attorney-General: Definitely no. 

1\'Ir. YEATES: Recently a highly-
respecte<l citizen in Toowoomba >Yas fined £00 
for building a house. We all know how diffi­
cult it is to get houses now. This man was 
paying £2 10s. a week for a small house or 
fiat and eaTly this ypar he decided to build 
one of his own. It was before the National 
Security regulations came into force. The 
housP was half built and the remainder of 
the timber, iron, nails, and other material 
\\·as lying a bout. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. YEATES: I know what you are 
going to say. (Laughter.) 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR:UAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. member to confine his remarks 
to the vote- before the Committee. 

~Ir. YEATES: You want to put it on to 
the Commonwealth Government. He was 
fined £50, when I think £5 would have been 
ample. I shall take it up with the Federal 
authorities. 

Now let me deal with the electoral office. 
I know that Mr. McGuire does his work very 
well. He is a gentleman, courteous at all 
times, ancl so are the rest of the officers. So 
they ought to be. They are paicl to clo that. 
I have got off to a good start. (Laughter.) 
Queensland is paying £8,968 a year for its 
electoral system, or £26,904 every three years. 
Why not amalgamate the State electoral 
system with the Commonwealth system~ I 
do not want anyone to introduce party 
politics and say it would not suit this 
one or that one. That is all rubbish. Why 
not amalgamate the State system with the 
Federal system just as several-! think four 

or five-other States have done to a large 
extent? Is it for party considerations, so 
as to get more voters by reducing the re si­
dential qualifications~ Why have the 
ell! plication 1 

lUr. J. F. BARNES (Bundaberg) (4.56 
p .m.) : In the first place, I should like to 
reply to the hon. member for Baroona. I 
shall make charges against him similar to 
those he made against me, but mine have 
some foundation in fact. In the first place, 
where did he get his motor car~ Out of a 
sanitary contract~ In the second place, he 
is running around with a blonde, and he is 
a marriecl man. He made a reflection on my 
character. 

The TE~IPORARY CHAIR~IAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. member to keep to the vote 
under discussion. 

JUr. PO'WER: I rise to a point of order. 
The statements made by the hon. member 
are not true, an<l I want him to withdraw 
them. 

The TEJIPORARY CHAIRJUAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. member for Bundaberg to 
accept the denial of the hon. member for 
B:uoona. 

li:Ir. J. F. BARNES: I will accept his 
denial. 

I ask the hon. member for Baroona to table 
the papers concerning his charge that I ~as 
excommunicated from the I~odge, I demed 
that charge, and I ask the Chair that it be 
withdra>vn. 'rhe hon. mrmber was not asked 
to apologise, althou~;:, i am compelled to. 
"When I take over the Government-ancl that 
,,.011 't be long no>Y-(laughter )-I can assure 
the Committee that I will not take over 
certain hon. members of the Government, and 
that one of those hon. members is the hon. 
member for Baroona. Last year the hon. mem­
ber for Baroona made certain statements, and 
I asked that the papers in connection with his 
statements, including the one he repeated 
to-day about the brothel, be tabled. They 
have not been tabled. Last year a certam 
wom'an-I do not know her name now, unless 
I refer to the papers-rang me up on . the 
telephone. She had been proceeded agamst 
for keeping a house of ill-fame. The non. 
member for Kurilpa handled the case for her. 
When she rang me up she told me that, like 
a number of other people in Brisbane, she 
had a house of ill-fame, but she had been 
singled out for persecution as every other 
keeper of such a house had been allowed to 
carry on. She said that as I had been 
persecuted in Bundaberg, she knew that I 
would not stand for persecution. I told her 
that I would not stand for persecution and 
that I would stop it. As a result I went into 
the office of the Secretary for Health and 
Home Affairs. I said, '' N ed,'' and he said, 
"Mr. Hanlon to you.'' I said, "You heard 
what I said. ' ' I made the request that he 
should withdraw the summons against this 
woman because she considered she had been 
persecuted. The Secretary for Health and 
Home Affairs said that he had never with­
drawn a summons in his life. I said, "You 
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are making a mistake; you never withdrew 
a summons in Bundaberg against me, but you 
have withdrawn dozens of summonses.'' I 
informed him that this woman alleged that 
she had been persecuted and she asked that 
the summons against her be withdrawn. 1 
furthermore said that while she was not 
innocent, why had not every other keeper of 
a house of ill-fame been prosecuted~ I said 
that certain people wanted to buy her pl'o­
perty and; that the Police Force had given 
her a month to sell her property and in the 
event of her doing so they would withdraw 
her charge. The Police Force ga\·e her a 
month to sell her property and then they 
would withdraw the charge! The result \Yas 
I left the Minister's office, and as I left 1 
said, ''There is one thing, if you don't with­
draw the summons you will wish you did.'' 
Three days later the woman rang me up and 
thanked me for having had the summons 
withdrawn. 

At 5 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: I took steps to l1ave 
that summons withdrawn because it was a 
persecution. I do not stand for anyone to 
be persecuted. As I have said previously, 
the presence of houses of ill-fame is a last­
ing disgrace to a Government. 

The CHAIRlUAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to confine his remarks to the vote. 

JUr, J. F. BARNES: Last year I demanded 
that certain papers in the matter be tabled 
by this department and they were not tabled. 
No\Y the hon. member for Baroona gets up 
and repeats the slander he made then. Why 
did he not have the guts to see that the 
papers were tabled so as to prove whether I 
was right or wrong. Those papers will prove 
if that summons was \Yithdrawn. 

The Attorney-General: What papers? 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: The summons, the 
relevant papers in the charge that was with­
drawn. They were not tabled. When these 
Estimates were being discussed last year the 
then Attorney-General attacked me about the 
Cleveland case because I termed the magis­
trate a fool. I asked that those papers be 
tabled. They were not tabled. Why~ Why 
is it, too, that the police asked for a royal 
commission into police affairs and cannot get 
one appointed~ You ,can take it from me, 
Mr. Brassington, that the people of Queens­
land are fed up to the neck of all the stuff 
that is going on. They want to know when 
papers are asked to be tabled, why they are 
not tabled in order to prove that the hon. 
member for Bundaberg is right or wrong. 

Mr. Devries: It would only prove a story 
against yourself. 

Mr. J. F. BARNES: I am talking about 
something of a public nature. You can take 
my word for it that the people of Cairns 
were fed up with it. The ex-Attorney-General 
was the representative of the Cairns elector­
ate. I have now taken that seat from the 
Government. I decided after the Cleveland 
ease that I would go up to his own dunghill 

and take the Labour seat from him. Why 
have the people changed~ I will tell you : 
because they are fed up to the neck of every­
thing that is happening. As for the police 
magistrate at Cairns, I will say this for him: 
he is the most solid man I have ever met in 
my life. I was pleased to meet hiin. 
Furthermore, I checked up on my own judg­
ment by obtaining the opinion of a. person 
against whom he had given a decision, and 
that person said he was a 100-per-cent. solid 
man. There are others in Queensland, but 
there will not be if things like this are 
allowed to escape and go through roughshod­
you will not have anybody honest. I have 
made statements in this Assembly of a seri­
ous nature, I asked for the papers to be 
tabled, it was promised they would be tabled, 
but they were not tabled. 

The Attorney-General: What was 
promised to be tabled~ 

lUr. J. F. BARNES: You would not know 
if I told you. 

The Attorney-General: You are making 
a lot of wild statements and you cannot sub­
stantiate them. No paper was promised to 
be tabled that was not tabled. 

Jir. J. F. RARNES: They promised to 
table the Cleveland papers and the alleged 
case of my assaulting a male child-something 
that never happened. 

The "Htorney -General: I will table it. 

A Go.-ernment Member interjected. 

JUr. J. }\ BARNES: I never assaulted a 
male child; there is no such case. It was 
used by the hon. member for Baroona in an 
endeavour to blacken my character. There 
is nothing I have done in my life that I am 
ashamed of, and I have not an unscrupulous 
conscience. I will stand up to anything I 
have done. That is whv I succeeded in Bun­
daberg against the Gestapo, and succeeded in 
Cairns. 

In reference to the Liquor Act and the 
Licensing Commission there is only one pos­
sible way to get over the difficulty of liquor, 
and that is to control liquor. That can be 
administered by this Government. The Act 
is there, the penalty is there, and the Licens­
ing Commission can see the Act is carried 
out. The Act provides for a fine of £20 or 
£50 on the publican for serving a drunk, 
and for a fine on a person for being 
drunk. If that is carried on t and 
the fine increased to £100 on the publican 
and to £20 on the man who is drunk or any­
body supplying him, you will get sound liquor 
laws again. But the international Jews who 
control the destiny of the people want us 
to get drunk and be drunk all the time so 
that we shall not think but let them live in 
their palaces. These 300 international Jews 
control our destiny, and they would do any­
thing to us; they would even inoculate us 
with germs to win their way. There is only 
one fight for us to fight-the fight for the 
people and not the fight against one another. 
There is only one people we have to fight, 
and that is the 300 international Jews who 
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have planned everything that has happened, 
including our present war. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

lUr. J. F. BARNES: They want the 
people to be drunk so that they cannot think 
on constructive lines. And this Government are 
to blame for the morals of the country. If 
the morals of Queensland are rotten the 
blame lies on the Government, and if the 
morals of the people 11re good the morals of 
of the Government are good; you cannot get 
good people with bad government or vice 
Yersa. I will leave it to the people to judge 
the moTals of Queensland and the morals of 
the Government. 

The Secretary for Public Instruction: 
You should be the best judge. 

lUr. J. F. BARNES: The morals of the 
Government are rotten. 

lUr. )Ia:nn interjected. 

l\Ir. J. F. BARNES: Why do you run a 
starting-price joint and a game in E·lizabeth 
street? Tl1ese jokers who are slinging mud 
eannot get away with it. I never did any­
tning :in n1y life that I arn a~1uunetl ul uud 
I do not run a starting-price joint. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

The AT"fORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (5.8 p.m.): The hon. mem­
ber asked me to table the papers. I have 
the report that appeared in the Bundaberg 
"Daily News and Mail" of "Wednesday, 28 
February, J 940. It is headed-

" Very Cowardly Assault. 

''Maximum Fine of £5.'' 

lUr. J. F. Barnes: I admit that. 

TheA'I'TORNEY-GENERAL: You wanted 
the papers tabled. 

l\Ir. J. F. Barnes: I ask for the papers 
to be tabled relating to the male child. 

The A'I'I'ORNEY-GENERAL: The report 
r·ontinues-

'' 'A very cowardly assault,' commented 
the Acting Police Magistrate (Mr. D. Ryan) 
in thr, Bundaberg Police Court yesterday 
morning when imposing the maximum fine 
of £5, to include costs, on John Francis 
Barnes for having assaulted Roy Hansen 
on 21 January last.'' 

I table the papers. 

\Vhereupon the kon. gentleman laid the 
papers on the table. 

l\Ir. TURNER (Kelvin Grove) (5.9 p.m.): 
I wish to take the opportunity of speaking 
on this vote and expressing my appreciation 
of the work of the department in prison 
reform. I have had the pleasure of visiting 
the prison farms and seeing the wonderful 
work that is being done there. The progress 
that has been made is more remarkable when 
it is known that it only began in 1934. The 
Palen Creek farm was opened 6 December, 
1934, and it accommodated between 27 to 35 

prisoners. Since that time the numbers of 
prisoners accommodated are-

1935 203 
1936 220 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

185 
175 
250 
250 

1,283 

All these men have passed through the Palen 
Creek prison farm, which is really amazing 
when on discovers that originally the Comp­
h·oller-General of Prisons sent to the locality 
on their honour five or six prisoners with 
an officer in charge of them to make a small 
clearing in the scrub and pitch their tents. 

I am informed by the Comptroller-General 
that this small farm is more than self-support­
ing. The prisoners have planted and cultivated 
over 35,000 pine trees, which within a few 
years will be worth hundreds of thousands of 
pounds to the Government of the State. There, 
too, can be found some of the finest Jersey 
cows and Clydcsdale horses in Australia. 

l\Ir. JUuller: It is a good district. 

)lr. TURNER: It certainly is. I am 
praising the wonderful work done by the 
prisoners. When one observes how happy 
and contented the men there are and how 
much they appreciate this method of serving 
their sentences one feels that the farm is 
something Queensland can be rightly proud of. 
Early last year, in company with the Attor­
ney-General, I visited this prison farm. We 
had with us on that occasion Lieutenant 
Wagner of the American naval forces, who 
was interested in prison reform work and 
wished to see for himself what had been 
l1one in Queensland. He expressed amaze­
ment at the things that had been done by 
prisoners who were serving life sentences, the 
work with which they were entrusted, the 
accommodation provided, and the extent to 
which the prisoners weTe trusted. Each 
prisoner has his own small hut. He has to 
keep it clean. One prisoner does the cooking 
for the farm and each day the prisoners are 
drawn up in front of a warder, and each is 
allotted a particular duty. They are allowed 
to go anything up to three-quarters of a mile 
from the accommodation huts on their honour. 
There is actually no fence round the pro­
perty and if a prisoner desired to run away 
he coulCL easily do so, but. the reports of the 
department disclose that less than 1 per cent. 
of the prisoners there have had to have dis­
ciplinary measures imposed on them. Their 
conduct has been excellent, especially as we 
know that where a number of men are con­
gregated there is always the likelihood of a 
squabble. 

So successful has the Palen Creek farm 
proved that the department started another 
prison farm at Numinbah, between Southport 
and Beaudesert. I visited that settlement 
also, and other hon. members could well make 
arrangements with the department to visit 
these farms to investigate the wonderful 
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\rork done by the prisoners. Again so encour­
aged ha• the department been that recently 
another settlement was <Jpened adjacent to 
Numinbah which is nam~d Whitinbah, as 

a compliment to the Comptroller-General. That 
is a graceful gesture on the part of the 
Government and shows the appreciation in 
;,-hich the Comptroller-General is held. At 
the moment the lastnamed farm is capable of 
accommodating only six prisoners. Numin­
bah accommodates 20, and from its inception 
until the end of 1940, 70 prisoners passed 
through that institution. 

I was really amazed at the interrst shown 
by the prisoners in their work at this farm. 
The prisoner in charge of the piggery could 
not take a greater interest in it if he owned 
it himself. His sentence was about to expire 
:md in answer to a question by either the 
Attorney-General or Mr. Whitney, he r"plied 
with a smile that he so liked the pigs 
that he felt that he could not leave them. 
It was extremely interesting to see the under­
standing that existed between him and his 
pigs. He had only to speak to one pig there, 
give it a few strokes, and it would lie on 
its side. He could have done anything with 
it, and I \Vas surprised to learn that pigs 
could be trained as highly as he had them 
twined down there. That section was spot­
lessly clean and was left entirely to his 
control. ·when we realise that there are 
nm1· an a1·erage of 20 prisoners there 
at one time, it is a tribute to the morale of 
the prisoners, and striking evidence of their 
.appreciation of the Government's treatment 
of them to know that it is necessary to have 
Duly one officer in eh a rge of them. 

At Palen Creek they have a sawmill that 
cnts timber for the use of the department, 
and one young man who was a truck-driver 
before being sentenced to imprisonment is 
now a capable sawyer. He breaks down the 
logs and cuts the heavy timber into smaller 
sizes for flooring and general use. vVhen 
he has completed his term of imprisonment 
he will be qualified to look for useful employ­
m'ent in a sawmill and he will be capable of 
holding down a responsible job. Another 
prisoner was conducting his own business 
before he was imprisoned. He is now an 
,efficient cream-tester. His job is to look after 
the dairy herd. He tests the cream and 
ehecks the returns from the factorv to which 
the cream produced on the farm is sent. I 
am sure that when he is released he will not 
want to continue his old business, but will 
prefer to carry on the useful work for which 
he has been trained. 

The most pleasing feature about this 
prison farm is that Mr. Whitney goes out of 
his way when these men are released to find 
employment for them in the occupations for 
>Yhich they have been trained during their 
imprisonment. This system has done more 
for the prisoners and been of more help to 
the State than any other system of prison 
reform. At Palen Creek a man has something 
to interest him, he learns something that is 
of use to him in after-life, whereas tlie 
prisoner in Boggo road is given some routine 

job in which he has no interest and at which 
he learns nothing. 

Another man down there is an engineer. 
Before he went to prison he was a motor­
driver. He is now an efficient engineer who 
looks after the lighting and refrigeration 
plants. 

~lr. Sparkes: If they are so efficient, it 
is a wonder they do not put a few more do1Yn 
there. 

IUr. TURNER: It would do the hon. 
member a lot of good to go there. 

lllr. Sparkes: Do you think I would 
become as efficient as they are~ 

JUr. 'l'URNER: I am sure the hon. mem­
ber would. They have an excellent refrigera­
tion plant there, and this man keeps it going. 
They produce their ovv-:n beef on the fa.rrn, 
slaughter it there, and keep it in a refrigera­
tor chamber, which has been built by thf' 
prisoners, and in which it is kept until it is 
sent up to the gaol or to the various other 
sections of the Department of Justice as 
required. 

On the day on iYhich I last visited Paten 
Creek they sent up 44 dozen bunches of white 
turnips (12 in each bunch) and 47 dozen 
bunches of carrots ( 12 in each bunch), of 
such good quality that any market-gardene:· 
would feel proud, indeed, to have produced 
them. They also had there a patch of 
cabbages, which they estimated >Yould return 
the department at least £2,000, and they held 
that that was a conservative estimate. These 
prison farms produce enough meat and vege­
tables for their own requirements and also 
send large quantities to Boggo Road Gaol, 
to the hospitals, and to similar institutions. 

~Ir. Ninnno: I believe they are getting 
potatoes down there now. 

lUr. TURNER: I sincerely hope so. That 
shows the wisdom of the officials in growing 
all kinds of vegetables, including potatoes. 
I should be very happy to spend a holiday on 
the prison farm and to gain some further 
insight into the work that is done by the 
prisoners there. The knowledge he would 
gain there would stand any man in good 
stead. He would, for instance, get a sound 
knowledge of reforestation. They have pine 
nurseries, and, as I have pointed out, they 
have planted out 35,000 trees. That know­
ledge would be very useful to anybody; 
indeed, it would be useful to members of 
Parliament should they be chased out of 
Parliament, as the hon. member for Bunda­
berg proposes to do with them. 

I sincerely hope that this type of prison 
reform will be continued. A few weeks ago 
I had the pleasure of taking some officers 
of the American Navy to these prison farms, 
and they were so impressed that they said 
that on their return to America they would 
make a favourable report on them to their 
superiors with the idea that that method of 
prison reform should be adopted there. 

Mr. MOORHOUSE (Windsor) (5.24 
p.m.): First of all I should like to thank the 
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Under-Secretary, :'vir. 0 'Hagan, and his staff 
for the courtesies they have extended to me 
on every occasion that I have visited the 
department. I deshe also to compliment :Mr. 
McGregor on the tactful manner in ·which he 
has handled some very touchy matters par­
ticularly some matters that might hav~ been 
wrongly magnified but for his skill in dealing 
with them. 

One hon. member appeared to be very 
interested in explaining what action had been 
taken by the Electoral Office to enable mem­
bers of the fighting force to vote. I should 
like to know from the Minister why it is not 
possible for the Government to give the lead 
to Australia in democratic ideals by deciding 
that defenders of this country shall have a 
v<Jte on reaching the age of 18 years. If they 
are willing to go to New Guinea and Tisk 
their lives in the defence of this country I 
see no reason why they should not have a 
vote. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have already 
ruled that matters Tequiring legislation can­
not be discussed on this vote. 

I\Ir. IIIOORHOUSE: I am sorry, Mr. 
Brassington, but I thought I should be in 
OTder. The subject is a ver:v important one. 
Is it not possible to lay it down that before 
a person may vote he must produce his identi­
fication card so as to prevent plural voting 
and impersonation? Everyone is compelled 
to carry his or her identification card, and 
if he or she was compelled to produce it on 
election day it would prevent plural voting 
and impersonation. 

The Attorney-General: Have you your 
identification card on you now~ 

Jir. JfOORHOUSE: Yes, I have it here. 

Vote (Department of Justice-Chief Office) 
agreed to. 

COURTS OF PETTY SESSIONS. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (5.29 p.m.): I move-

'' That £124,552 be granted for 'Courts 
of Petty Sessions.' '' 

'rhis Yote is £53 less than last year. It is 
for a seTVice that covers the whole State. It 
embraces stipendiary magistrates and clerks 
of petty sessions stationed throughout the 
length and breadth of the State. These 
officers perform an important and very useful 
work. They are virtually an encyclopaedia 
for the general public. Any person desirous 
of knowing his ]JOsition in respect of the law, 
consults these officers. Clerks of petty ses­
sions are able by the advice they give to 
prevent many hundreds of cases from coming 
before the court. They were specially tmined 
and know the law. In this and many other 
respects they do a useful work in the admin­
istration of justice. 

I\Ir. NIMIIIO (Oxley) (5.31 p.m.): I am 
not rising to criticise the vote. I realise 
that these officers discharge very important 
duties. Why is there an increase of £2,665 
in postage, telegrams, and incidentals~ I 
should also like an explanation concerning 

the item, ''Retiring allowances, &c., £649. '' 
This item did not appear in last year's 
Estimates. 

The AT'fOR~EY-GENERAL (Hon. D. _-\. 
Gledson, Ips·wich) (5.32 a.m.): There are 
certain fluctuations in the vote for postage, 
telegrams, and incidentals. This year a 
greater amount is necessitated because of 
the addditional telegraphic work connected 
with the war effort. Many- of our magis­
tl·ates and clerks of petty sessions have been 
allotted duties in connection with food sup­
plies and other work appertaining to the \Var, 
as a result of which we have had to send 
additional men into many parts of the State, 
particularly the North. In matters asso­
ciated with the conduct of the war communi­
ea tion by letter is very often too slow and 
resort must be made to telegraphic service. 

Mr. ~immo: Do you get any allowance 
from the Commomvealth for telegrams~ 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: l'\o. We 
have not asked the Commonwealth Govel'l1-
ment; the State is finding the money. 

The gratuity refers to one of our magis­
trates \vho unfortunately died during the 
year. A certain amount was paid to his 
widow. He was a very good officer and I am 
sorry that he died. His position was very 
difficult to fill. 

Vote (Courts of Petty Sessions) agreed to. 

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION. 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Glcdson, Ipswich) (5.33 p.m.): I move-

'' That £9,549 be granted for 'Electoral 
Registration.' '' 

This is a slight reduction on last year's vote, 
due to a decrease in the amount required for 
salaries. Practically all eligible males in 
this office are in the fighting services. Several 
juniors and one or two officers over military 
age carry on the work of this sub-department. 
The vote for postages, telegrams, expenses 
of elections, and incidentals is £510 less than 
last year's appropriation. This is due to the 
payment last year of £588, the balance of 
expenses of the general elections, which wi!1 
not recur this year. Accounts to that amount 
had not come in at the end of June and thev 
had to be paid in the last financial year, an(l 
therefore they \Yill not have to be paid this 
year. 

Mr. l\'IOORHOUSE (Windsor) (5.35 
p.m.) : I presume I should be in order in 
making a suggestion to the Minister that he 
introduce legislation in relation to this yote. 

Tl!e CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Vote (Electoral Registration) agreed to. 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (5'.36 p.m.): I move-

'' That £2,325 be granted for 'Friendly 
Societies.' '' 

This vote is very nearly the same as the vote 
for last year. The decrease is similar to that 
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in the other offices-our male senior officers are 
in war work and we haYe had to replace them 
as far as possible with juniors, therefore there 
is a reduction in the amount required for 
this work. In regard to postage during the 
last six months the department has had to 
do a good deal of work by telegram instead 
of waiting for the ordinary post; that has 
been more costly, and is the reason for the 
increase. It is necessary to use the telegram 
seHice to get the work carried on 
during the ·war period. The office is doing 
splendid work under Yery adverse conditions. 

The friendly societies also are carrying on 
under adYerse conditions. In view of the 
numbers who have enlisted and those who 
haYe been called up, quite a big percentage 
of the members of the friendly societies are 
11ot paying any dues, consequently it is cliffi­
eult for the societies to carry on. In some 
cases 70 to 80 per cent. of members are doing 
war work and are exempt from the payment 
of fees, 2nd it will be very difficult for the 
societies to continue under their present per­
missible percentages for management. The 
societies :Jre considering the matter. It may 
be necessary for Parliament to gi.-e the 
societies some help to tide them over a very 
difficult pel"iod. They have clone a great 
work and they are carrying on as best they 
can. 'l'he YOte is not a wry big one, but it 
is a very important one, and one that is 
doing a good work in helping friendly 
societies. 

The Registrar of Friendly Societies has 
had his service extended on account of the 
war. He is a friend of the friendly societies, 
he meets their representatives and talks to 
them and endeavours to keep them on the 
right track and to keep their funds solvent 
nnd keep their business going in the proper 
\Yay. 

)Ir. ~DDIO (Oxley) (5.39 p.m.): I am 
glad to hear from the Minister that Mr. 
Porter's services are being retained. I 
raised this matter last year when the Esti­
mates were going through, when he had 
received notice of his retirement. As the 
Minister &aid, he has clone an excellent job 
for the friendly societies as Registrar-General, 
and I think it was a wise thing to keep him 
on. The friendly societies look on him almost 
as the father of their organisation. He has 
guided them on the right track on many 
-occasions. 

The fl'iendly societies in this State have 
done a great job, and I was pleased to hear 
that the Minister is sympathetic and thinks 
that something might be done to tide them 
ever this difficult period. I am heartily with 
him in that. I think the good health of our 
working people, particularly the children, is 
due largely to their work. 

I take off my hat to those who pay their 
eontributions to the various funds, but 1 
think usually it is the wife who sees to it 
that the paym'ents are made. I feel sure 
that the lodges have clone much to preserve 
the health of the community. Immediately 

a child becomes sick a doctor is called, and 
consequently medical attention is obtained 
sooner than it might otherwise. I was very 
pleased to hear the sentiments expressed by 
the Attorney-General. I congratulate him on 
taking any steps to help friendly societies in 
a very difficult period. 

J.Ur. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (5.39 
p.m.) : In order to save time I will endorse 
every word said by the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition. I am quite in accord with the 
sentiments expressed by the Attorney-General. 

Vote (Friendly Societies) agreed to. 

PUBLIC CURATOR. 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (5.40 p.m.): I move-

'' That £1,300 be granted for 'Public 
Curator.' '' 

This, Mr. Brassington, is only a very small 
item so far as the work of the Public Curator 
is concerned. The remainder of the funds 
required by that department will be found 
in Trust Funds. The amount of £1,300 is 
set down for legal aid to accused and other 
persons. The vote is increased by £100. This 
office performs a, very useful service in help­
ing those who have not enough money to pay 
for legal aid. We had as the Public Defender 
Mr. Salkelcl, who, unfortunately, died during 
the past year. He was a very brilliant 
scholar. I might mention also that he came 
from that little town from which come so 
many good men, the hon. members for 
Merythr, Port Cm·tis, Kurilpa, and others­
Ipswich. We were sorry to lose Mr. Salkelcl. 
He had the confidence of the public and those 
whom he defended. He was absolutely con· 
scientious. Although he was retained by the 
State, when he was defending a person on a 
criminal charge he carried out his duties with· 
out fear of consequences to the Crown or 
anybody else. I am sure every hon. member 
regrets the passing of such a brilliant 
barrister. He was unassuming and did his 
work quietly but very effectively. 

lUr. NDilUO (Oxley) (5.43 p.m.): I join 
with the Attorney-General in his remarks 
with reference to the late Mr. Salkeld. I 
knew him for a number of years, and I am 
sure every hon. member in this Committee was 
shocked to hear of the tragic ending to a 
brilliant career and the death of a very fine 
officer. He took his duties very seriously, 
and I know that he worked very hard. I met 
him frequently and know that he virtually 
lived for his work, and when appearing ou 
behalf of anybody did everything possible to 
present all the facts for him. I am sure we 
all extend our sympathies to his family in 
his untimely death. I do not know whether 
the Attorney-General has made an appoint· 
ment to this office. 

The Attorney-General: The Public 
Service Commissioner has not yet filled the 
position. He is calling applications for it. 

Vote (Public Curator) agreed to. 
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REGISTRAR-GENERAL. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (5.45 p.m.): I move-

'' That £7,639 be granted for 'Registrar-
General.' '' 

This, too, is a very important vote. It covers 
the Registra.r-General, who is also R.egistrar 
of Friendly Societies and Registrm· of Build­
ing Societies, and many other officers. There 
is an increase in the number of officers and 
a slight incl'ease in the vote. We have had 
to fill the cffice with juniors as far as pos­
sible, and additional work has been created 
for the Registrar-General during the past 
12 months. 

The Registrar-Geneml of Queensland has, I 
think, the most complete record of registm­
tions in the Commonwealth. This was borne 
out bv the fact that at the end of the last war 
the Commonwealth Government and other 
State Governments found it necessary to refer 
to the Queensland Registrar-General in order 
to obtain complete records of happenings both 
here and overseas. 

The Commonwealth Government placed a 
big strain upon the Registrar-Geneml 's office 
when it inb·oduced the scheme for widows' 
pensions. Our office had to supply birth 
certificates to the widows for submission with 
their applications for pensions. The staff 
worked day and night in getting out those 
certificates in order to avoid any delay in the 
granting of pensions to widows, many of whom 
haYe to thank the R.egistrar-General for the 
expeditious and effective work that his staff 
did in supplying those certificates. 

The war has made much more work for the 
Registrar-General's office, especially so far as 
marriages are concerned. As hon. members 
will appreciate, the question of marriages is 
giving us great concern in that a number of 
girls.-minors-were getting married without 
the consent of th'€ir parents, and a good deal 
of trouble arose. Q:uite a number of cases 
were reported to us, and we were unable to 
deal with them because the girl had given 
her 'age to the officiating clergyman as 21 
years when in some cases she was as young 
as 16 or 17. 

3Ir. Edwards: That 21 is very handy, 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL: It is. 
They are all 21 until they attain that age, 
then after they remain 21 even when they are 
actually 41. 

The department has endeavoured to put this 
matter right as far as possible. Public state­
ments have been made, and officiating clergy­
men have been requested to help the State by 
endeavouring to ascertain the girl's true age 
and, if he found that she was a minor, to 
insist that she have the consent of her parents 
before the ceremony was celebrated. Oases 
have come before our notice in which girls of 
under 21 years have been married since we 
appealed to the clergymen, and we have taken 
the mattr.r up with the Registrar-General's 
office with a view to reducing the number of 
these happenings as far as possible. 

There are a number of cases in which per­
sons whom we might call foreigners come 
here, get in touch with young girls, marry 
them without the consent of their parents, and 
then desert them. In one case that came 
before our notice the girl got maniec1 at the 
church, went to the pictures for her honey­
moon, and the soldier walked out of the pic­
tures, leaving her sitting there, and she has 
never seen or heard from him since. \Ve have 
not been able to trace him. Of course, the 
great difficulty is that the men often give 
false name~, and it is impossible to trace the 
husbands even through the military authori­
ties·. \Ve ha\e endeavoured to tighten up on 
this practice as far as possible, and we havP 
had the co-operation of the officiating clergy­
men. Of course, when couples come to the 
Registrar-General's office to be married the 
position is quite safe, in that the Registrar 
immediately looks up the birth certificate and 
satisfies himself that the girl is 21 years of 
age. 

The Registrar-General has also been a yery 
good father to many young people who 
wanted to make arrangements to be married. 
In many instances, our friends from overseas 
meet girls, become enamoured of them, and 
after a few days want to be married. In 
a great many cases the Registrar-General 
has advised them to think the matter over. 
He has told the menfolk to wait a \Yhile to 
see if they really like the girls and perhaps 
to wait until the war is over and things are 
more settled, when they would know better 
what to do. 

Mr. Dart: Have they taken his advice? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes, in 
quite a number of cases they have gone away 
to think the matter over. He has helped 
them to develop a proper frame of mind and 
not to rush into a marriage without realising 
all its implications. 

Then there is the question of nationalisa­
tion when an oversea soldier marries an 
Australian girl. The matter had to be deter­
mined by the Commonwealth. An arrange­
ment has been come to between the Common­
wealth Government and the American 
Government that an Australian girl who 
marries an American soldier can retain her 
British rights in this country. I think that 
is a very good idea. 

The question has been asked whether the 
girls will be able to acquire American citizen­
ship, but that is a question we cannot answer. 
It is a matter that is governed by the immi­
gration laws of America. vVe have endea­
voured to discourage such marriages as much 
as possible and the Registrar-General and his 
staff have been very useful in providing all 
the information required. Regulations have 
been framed to enable a complete record of 
deaths to be made. Of course, we already 
have a very complete record of all persons 
\Yho die in Queensland, and we have now made 
arrangements with the Commonwealth Govern­
ment to get complet·e records of all persons 
who die on active service abroad. Our record 
of births, marriages, and deaths will be very 
complete. Indeed, the system is being copied 
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by the other States and we have been able 
to supply a great deal of information to 
other places that are now adopting our 
methods. It can be said that our methods 
are becoming Australia-wide. Additional 
work has been incurred and that is one reason 
for the slight increase in the vote. However, 
I think it is justified. 

Vote (Registrar-General) agreed to. 

SHERIFF AND SUPREME COURT. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledsou, Ipswich) (5.55 p.m.): I move-

'' That £31,903 be granted for ' Sheriff 
and Supreme Court.' '' 

'rhis represents a slight increase on the 
previous vote. Although we are providing 
for fewer officers this year provision is made 
for quite a number of junior officers. Extra 
appropriation is required for travelling 
expenses. Owing to war conditions travelling 
is becoming more difficult and these expenses 
are increasing. The expenses of jurors and 
witnesses haw) been adjust,ed to the recent 
increases in the basic wage. 

.Mr. YEA'l'ES (East Toowoomba) (5.58 
p.m.): Why is the app1·opriation for a bailiff 
at 'l'oowoomba £90 and at Rockhampton 
£100? Surely Toowoomba is as important as 
Rockhampton! 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (5.59 p.m.): The fees for 
bailiffs are fixed according to the volume of 
businrss. It may be that Toowoomba is a 
more Jaw-abiding city and the volume of court 
work is less than at Rockhampton. Conse­
quently, the amount required for the bailiff 
there would be less than at Rockhampton. 

Vote (Sheriff and Supreme Court) agreed 
to. 

TITLES OFFICES. 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (7.15 p.m.): I move-

''That £23,548 be granted for 'Titles 
Offices. ' '' 

This is a reduction of £3,594 ou last year's 
vote, made up of £2,964 in salaries and £630 
in contingencies. The remarks I have made 
on previous votes as to the loss to \Yar ~er;ice 
of senior men and the employment of JUlllors 
in their places apply to an even greater 
extent to this office, and this accounts for 
the decrease in the vote. There are nine 
fewer employees in the Brisbane office and 
two fewer in the Townsville office; the 
number in the Ro,ekhampton office is the same 
as the number last year. There is no altera­
tion in the Rockhampton office expenditure 
except for the increase in the basic wage. 
The Titles Office in Brisbane is the main 
clearance offiee for titles in the State, and 
the register of titles is virtually kept in 
Brisbane. The other two offices in Towns­
ville and Rockhampton each have a Deputy 
Registrar of Titles, but the main clearance 
office is in Brisbane. This is a very import­
ant office because we depend upon it to see 
that our titles to real property are correct 
and that everything is kept up to the mark. 
Often the Titles Office is called upon to 

produce records that determine disputoo 
between litigants. The officers are doing good 
work and carrying on to the best of their 
ability with the labour that is available to 
them. 

1\'Ir. COPLEY (Kurilpa) (7.18 p.m.): 1 
wish to pay a tribute to the officials, from' 
Mr. Thomson down to the lowest clerk, for 
the work they are doing in the Titles Offi~e, 
I feel that Mr. Jack McPhie, who is now m 
private practice, is one of the officers who 
laid the foundation on which that office works 
so efficiently. I think Jack McPhie was one 
of those victims of circumstances who should 
really never have been put into the position!l 
in which they find themselves. I do not 
think Jack McPhie, or any other person asso­
ciated with the Public Curator's Office, would 
have ever had to face a jury. Jack McPhie 
was one of the officers who developed the 
system in the Titles Office to the stage when: 
a man ,could get a transfer through within 
a week instead of having to wait three weeks, 
six weeks, and sometimes three or four 
months. I want to say that Bob Thomson, 
in following Jack McPhie, is doing a pretty 
good job and he has to thank Mr. Jack 
McPhie for the good work he did while he 
was there. 

Because of the lack of man-power, a ques-· 
tion has arisen about solicitors going into the 
Titles Office to lodge documents. That raises 
a question about the Queensland Law 
Society's appointment of a committee to 
deal with solicitors of the Supreme 
Court who are entitled to exemption from 
military seTVice. vVith your indulgence, Mr. 
Brassington, I wish to say that I think the 
man-power people have made a definite mis­
take. The setting up in Melbomne and 
Sydney of a panel of officers of the Law 
Society might have been all right, because 
they would then be dealing with applications 
on their merits, but here in Queensland 
'>'>e have old-established firms, and every· 
one in the pTofession knows everyone 
else. In stating my views on this 
matteT I am probably doing myself 
an injustice fTom this point of view: pTob· 
ably these oldeT firms, because of my politics, 
may never give me a bTief-up to the pTesent 
some of them have not given me one-· 
(laughter)-but that does not matter in the 
slightest, because I shall continue to state 
my views fearlessly and without fear or 
favour, as I have done in the past. 

Some hon. member on my right laughed, 
It was some Tory organisation-and I saY 
''Tory organisation'' advisedly-whose rep re· 
sentatives, when I stood for the Kurilpa elec· 
torate in 1929, Temarked to me, "You are 
doing pretty well in the legal profession, but 
you will never get another brief from us.' 1 

But I can stand here to-day and take the sneers 
and laughs of hon. members of the Opposition1 
but be that as it may, one hon. member 
who held a portfolio in the J 929-32 Adminis· 
tration as Secretary for Public Instruction, 
I think, has to·day to go round and make 
searches in both the Titles Office and the 
office of the Registrar-General. I am sorry 
that that is necessary, but it is only because' 
of the oligarchy-and I say that advisedly-
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that is to-day dealing with applications for 
exemption in the legal profession, especially 
solicitors. In the South, Sydney and Mel­
·bourne, owing to the number of members of 
the legal profession there, it may have been 
possible for a secret panel of three to decide 
who were entitled to exemption, but in Queens­
land, because of the small number of mem­
bers of the profession, there are those who 
to-day have been practising for only three 
years and arc exempt from military ser­
vice and man-power call-ups, whereas men 
who are not of their political persuasion 
and who have never been associated \Yith them 
in any >my except that they haw always 
paid their fees to the Law Society, are being 
recommended to the man-power office. 

The CHAIRJliAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to link his remarks with the vote. 

JUr. COPLEY: I will connect my remarks 
with the Yote. These men are being recom­
mended to the man-power office as being 
able to go into the army, and there will not 
be even a girl, office boy, or anyone else 
to go to the Titles Office and search as to 
whether one of their clients has any right, 
title, or interest in property, or anything 
associated with that office, because the legal 
profession is one where personal touch is 
vital, and people will not go to a place where 
the principal is away. 

The Federal Govemment have decided 
definitely that there are to be restrictions on 
the transfers of property, and in their wisdom 
first decided that any valuator dealing with 
any valuation to be put through the Titles 
Office had to keep the valuation fees to £1 1s. 
It has now been increased to £2 2s. The 
Federal Government have not for a 
moment considered the members of the 
Real Estate Institute, nor have they 
considered members of the legal pro­
fession in dealing with the call-ups. 
Both things are scandalous. FiTst of all, 
members of the Real Estate Institute are 
entitled to more than £2 2s. if they value 
pr.·operties that are worth thousands of "pounds. 
Hon. members must not for a moment think 
that I am dealing with the Real Estate Insti­
tute or the Federal Government, but I am 
pointing out that the man-power officer, as 
a representative of the Federal department 
and working in the Federal arena, trying to 
get solicitors and real estate representatives 
into the forces, is going too far. The labourer 
is worthy of his hire. From this side of the 
Chamber I have always insisted upon the 
payment of at least the basic wage. A mem­
ber of the legal or any other profession is 
entitled to the basic wage plus, because the 
sacrifice his parents have made or he himself 
has made in attempting to rise above the 
grade in which is the man on the basic wage. 

There are two things involved with this 
Titles Office. Before a transfer can go 
through there must be a certificate from a 
member of the Real Estate Institute that 
the amount in question in the transfer is not 
10 per cent. above or below the contract price. 
I heard of the case of a solicitor the other 
day who l1ad to go to the Federal Depart­
ment to get permission for the transfer of a 
contract of £2,250 because there was £22 in 

issue. That is carrying the position a bit 
too far, and I make no apologies for that 
statement. I say further that the oligarchy 
who are in control of the Law Society of 
Queensland should not allow their sons who 
may have been practising for five years in 
Bungeworgorai-and I mention that place 
because there is· no solicitor there and my 
remarks cannot be construed to refer to any 
particular person-to be exempt, especially 
when they have no children, while a man in 
Brisbane who has been practising for 23 
years and who has five children is called up. 
When I mention Bungcworgorai I am not 
exaggerating the size of the town in which 
the other boy gets exemption because he is 
one of the sons of the powers that be. 

The CHAIR~IAN: Order! I do not desire 
to interrupt the hon. member's speech, but 
I must ask him to connect his remarks with 
the vote under discussion. 

Mr. COPLEY: I am merely going on to 
say that when that man comes clown from 
B{ingeworgomi, Woop Woop, or anywhere else 
he probably has not got enough practice to 
induce a solicitor of this town to go and make 
a search in the Titles Office. 

I congratulate the Attorney-General with 
what he has been doing not only in dealing 
with the Titles Office but in every other 
sphere, but at the same time I think that 
he, as officer in charge of the Titles Office, 
"·ould be well advised to take cognisance of 
the things that are going on in the legal pro­
fession and among the people who frequent 
the Titles Office. 

Vote (Titles Office) agreed to. 

PRISONS. 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (7.30 p.m.): I move-

'' That £45,999 be granted for 
'Prisons.' '' 

This is the first time this vote has been 
included in the Estimates for the Department 
of Justice. Up to this year this vote has 
been included under the heading of the 
Department of Health and Home Affairs. 
There is an increase of £3,341 in the vote 
this year. 

Mr. Nimmo: Has this increase been 
brought about because you are handling this 
department~ 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
prisons were handed over to the department 
before I became Attorney-General. The work 
of the Department of Health and Home 
Affairs had become so heavy that it was 
found necessary to transfer certain of that 
department's activities to other departments, 
and one of these was the t;ransfer of prisons 
to the Department of Justice. Whoever 
happens to be Attorney-General has nothing 
to do with the matter. 

I think it can be accepted that Queensland 
has been striving for a considerable time to 
set an example to other parts of the world 
in the treatment of prisoners. When a man 
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is sentenced to a term of imprisonment, there 
is no escape from the fact that he is a 
prisoner and that he is being punished for a 
crime, but the fact that he has fallen foul 
of the law and been so sentenced should be 
no reason for treating him as less than 
human. The Government look upon these 
men as human beings although they are put 
in our charge as priso11ers for the time being. 
A very eminent divine, when walking down 
the streets of London came across a man 
who was down and out, an ex-convict, and 
said, '' 'l'here, but for the grace of God, 
goes John Bradford' '-thus mentioning his 
owu name-and I think that applies to every­
one of us. 

We do not know what may happen to any 
one of us. A man may make a slip, do some­
thing wrong on the spur of the moment, and 
thus fall foul of the law. However, if he 
is sent to prison, he should bP treated as 
humanely as possible, always on the under­
standing that he is there to expiate any sin 
he may have committed against society. 
After he has served his sentence he has a 
right to expect to be taken back into society. 

When the prisons were under the control 
of the Secretary for Health and Home 
Affairs, the Hon. E. M. Hanlon, he conceived 
the idea of establishing prison farms, where 
short-term prisoners and men who were 
imprisoned, not because of any serious crimi­
nal act, could serve their sentences. It was 
his idea that they should be taken away from 
the environment of the ordinary prison. The 
experiment has been such an unqualified suc­
cess that the Comptroller-General assumed 
the responsibility of taking even long-term 
prisoners there and placing them on their 
honour, he vouching for their' conduct. The 
Comptroller-General has no complaints to 
make about them. With one exception, they 
all lived up to thBir pledge and obeyed the 
rules. The exception occurred when two 
young fellows got away, but not very far 
away, and it was not long before they were 
recaptured and returned to serve the rest of 
their sentence behind prison wails at Boggo 
road. In addition, the department and the 
Comptroller-General do all they can to help 
the prisoners, so that they may be able more 
easily to iind a footing again in society when 
they are released and thus earn an honest 
livelihood. The majority of them ha,·e 
served their sentences on the prison farm, 
and upon their release they have expressed a 
determination never to return to gaol. On one 
occasion when I visited the farm the Comp­
troller-General sent one of the prisoners back 
to his hut to pack his goods, saying that he 
would take him back with him. When the 
Comptroller-General returned to the hut he 
found the prisoner sitting with his face in 
his hands and sobbing as if his heart would 
break. Upon inquiring what was the matter, 
he said, ''Mr. Whitney, I did not think I 
had done anything wrong; I have obeyed all 
the rules and I have carried out my work.'' 
Mr. Whitney replied, ''Who has said that 
you did anything wrong~" The man said, "I 
do not want to go back to the Brisbane 
prison," and Mr. Whitney said, "You are 

not going back to the Brisbane prison. I 
am taking you over to Palen Creek. '' The 
man's face immediately brightened up ani! 
his sobbing ceased. Here was a grown man 
sobbing because he believed he was being 
taken from the prison farm back to the gaoL 
Some of us may regard this treatment as 
Eentimental and sloppy, but I do not. I 
believe that if we can encourage these men 
to realise their responsibilities and feel that 
they are men who can serve a useful part in 
society, we should do it. We should do all 
\Ye can to re-establish their faith in them­
selves and in humanity, and so encourage 
them to lead honourable lives. 

The farm has also encouraged the breed·· 
ing of pure-bred stock. They have some very 
fine Clydesclales that have been used, not 
only for breeding purpose on the farm, but 
also to improve the bred of horses for farmers 
in the sunounding districts. Quite a number 
of the progeny of these Clydesdales are now 
in the district doing splendid work. We have 
the finest Jersey herd that it is possible to 
get there, too. Indeed, the Comptroller­
General has gone out of his way to get the 
best, eYen to the extent of obtaining the 
pTogeny of the best impOTted Jerseys. As 
TTith the Clydesclales, so with the Jerseys­
a very iine heTd has been developed. 

The stocking of these Clydesdales is only a; 
secondary consideration for the prison farm •. 
The idea is to help the neighbouring selecto:r5 
by infusing new blood into theiT horses. We 
also have pure-bred Berkshire pigs. They 
were looked upon as being equal to anything 
of. their kind in the State and have won many 
pnzes at the shows. The neighbouring 
SBlectors were able to buy the progeny of 
the~e Berkshire~, and make suitable exchanges 
to 1mprove then stock. The whole of these 
~erk~hires were subsequently removed from 
Nummbah to Palen Creek. The Comptroller­
G_eneral subsequently bought some very fine 
p1gs of the Tamworth strain and sent thBm 
to Numinbah. Again, the departm'ent was­
~ble to help neighbouring selectors by infn:>· 
mg fresh blood into their stock. All this warA: 
wa~ ~ot done J?rimarily for the purpose of 
ass1stmg the pnson farm itself but in order 
to lend assistance wherever pos~ible in build· 
ing up selectors' live stock. 

Reforestation is another very useful wo:rk 
carried on at the prison farm. A nurserY' 
has been established at Numinbah and 
thousands of seedlings have bBen 1·aised and 
planted out as the ground has been cleare<l, 
Ov~r 30,000 seedlings have been planted out, 
whrle another 20,000 are ready to go out as 
soon as the ground is ready. 

::!Ir. Dart: What wood? 

Tl1e ATTORNEY -GENERAL: Pine. 

When the Commonwealth Government made 
an appeal to the people of this State, through 
the Secretary for Agriculture and Stock, to 
make increased plantings of vegetablBS a:rri! 
become self-dependent in this respect, fi'le 
Prisons Department endeavoured to seil an 
example at its various prison farms. To 
date it has supplied between l,ooa,ooe and 
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2,000,000 lettuce from these farms for the 
use of the army. Other vegetables, including 
cabbages, beetroot, and turnips, have also 
been grown and supplied to the army. I 
have never seen superior cabbages. They 
weighed 11 lb. and over, and were beautiful 
specimens. These vegetables have been sent 
to the army authorities as far away as 
Cairns. The lettuce, too, were excellent speci­
mens. They were grown quickly, in a few 
weeks, and grew to an amazing size. Four 
l.Hmd "IYeighed 11~ lb. and were not specially 
selected. 'l'hey went to the army for the use 
of our soldiers and were fully appreciated. 

The new prison farm that has been estab­
lished at Numinbah contains verv fine coun­
try. The work that has been doi1e to estab­
lish this farm has been of a very high order. 
On the opposite side of this prison farm was 
established Numinbah No. 2 farm on the 
old sr.wmill site. The name of No~ 2 farm 
was changed to Whitinbah in honour of the 
CompiroJler-General of Prisons who has taken 
a lively interest in establishin'g these farms. 

lUr. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (7.44 
p.m.): It is some time since I was at Boggo 
Road. (Laughter.) My last visit there was 
about four years ago; I did not stay long. 
(Renewed laughter.) I intend at some future 
time to pay another visit. On one occasion 
I noticed some young men there. Assuming 
boys under 17 are sent to Westbrook State 
farm, I wonder where youths from 17 to 21 
are sent? Are they sent to Boggo Road or 
are they sent to one of these farms: 

lUr. PLUNKETT (Albert) (7.46 p.m.): 
~nyone who ~as had an opportunity of visit­
mg these pnson farms has been impressed 
by the very good work they are doing. Some­
?ody deserves to be complimented for initiat­
mg the scheme, which has demonstrated to 
everyone that it is not rio-ht that a man 
should be ostracised for a "lifetime because 
he ha~ cm:1mitted a crinw. The people who 
comm1t. nnsdeeds are given the opportunity 
of paymg for them on these prison farms, 
where they are able to rehabilitate themselves. 
There is a ;-ea] story in what these prison 
farms are domg to recover men from a life of 
c;·i;ne an~ direct them along the road of good 
c1t1zensh1p. Men are placed on their honour 
on these prison farms and they do their work 
well, and at the end of their terms thev can 
face the world and lead useful lives. "It is 
not generally known what a good effect these 
:farms have on the inmates. We have been 
too prone to ostmcise anyone "lvho has com­
mitted a crime and treat him as a social 
outcast. That is not the ria-ht attitude to 
adopt. No m:'tte1: .who the ;an may be, no 
n:atter what h1s ~a1hngs may be, he has within 
lum s.uch matenal that, aided by good sur­
roundmgs, he can be developed into an excel­
l~nt ~haracter. :Unfortunately, many people 
l1ve m surroundmgs that are not conducive 
to ma~ir;g good charac~er and very often they 
fall v1ctlms to temptatwn. The prison farms 
aff_ord people who have offended against 
soc1ety the opportunity of re-establishing them­
selves. The short experience we have had 
with our prison farms has demonstrated 
beyond doubt that they are a wonderful 

medium for helping people to become good 
citizens again. While they are on these farms 
they learn a great deal that is very useful 
to them when they seek employment after­
wards. As the Attorney-General pointed out, 
the Government have established highly bred 
stock on these farms and the neighbouring 
farmers are able to obtain the service of the 
sires. Instead of waiting for somebody to 
create a stud farm in the dish·ict the Govern­
ment have done it and they allow the people 
to use their stock for a small fee. Thus, 
besides doing something for humanity, they 
are doing much to encourage the production 
of better stock. 

Quite a number of members probably 
thought the Attorney-General was boasting 
when he said that four lettuce grown on the 
Numinbah farm weighed 11~ lb. That is not 
extraordinary "lvhen one realises that the 
Numinbah farm is established on scrub land, 
which usually grows outsized vegetables. The 
trouble with lettuce grown on this type of 
soil is that it grows too big. 

The Numinbah Valley is one of the richest 
in the world. The prison farm there is serv­
ing two purposes. It is utilising land that 
no other person would use and giving those 
who happen to fall by the wayside an oppor­
tunity of becoming good citizens and enabling 
pure-bred stock to be made available to 
farmers in the locality. I commend those 
who were responsible for initiating the move­
ment. I do not think we know the full story 
of the good that is being done for our own 
people, and the movement should be devfloped 
to a greater extent. Freqnently, by placing 
our fellow-men behind prison walls and 
making outcasts of them, we kill their spirit. 

Mr. COPLEY (Kurilpa) (7.52 p.m.): It 
was with pleasure that I read the report of 
the Comptroller-General of Prisons, Mr. Whit­
ney. In Mr. 0 'Connor, the Superintendent of 
Prisons, we have one of the finest officials of 
our tim'e. I have visited the gaol on many 
occasions in a professional capacity. Prob­
ably the hon. member for East Too\Yoomba 
has visited it on some mission also, but I 
could not permit him to get away with this 
remark. On the occasions I have visited the 
prison in my official capacity I have always 
met with the greatest of courtesy from Mr. 
0 'Connor and other officials. Hon. members 
of the Committee must realise the truth of 
the story the Attomey-General told­
although I disagree with the hon. gentleman 
on the wording-' 'There go I but for the 
grace of God.'' I have been fairly lucky in 
my professoinal career. I have only been 
successful, if I may use that term facetiously, 
in putting three men into the Brisbane prison 
and one into Palen Creek in 14 years. These 
men, when they came out of prison, have 
visited me. 

To-day, I understand som'' noferences wera 
made to my appearances in cour~. In my pro­
fessional capacity I appear for every sectien 
of the community, including those who havr 
been in the Brisbane prison, at Palen Creek, 
and in the Townsville gaol. The only person 
I will not appear in court for is he who calla 
his own mother a harlot. 
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I believe there are some men in gaol to-day 
who have to thank a decision made regarding 
the administration of the Jury Act for being 
there. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do not think 
the hon. member would be in order in dis­
cussing the administration of the Jury Act 
on this vote. 

Mr. COPLEY: A man who has been 
inside a prison was put there because of 
something that occurred in the administration 
of the jury system. I will connect my 
remarks w1th this vote. 

The CHAirufAN: Order! We are dis­
cussing the vote on prisons and prison admin­
istration. 

Mr. COPLEY: I will bow to your ruling, 
Mr. Brassington, but I hope you will bear 
with me so that I can connect it up. Unfor­
tunately, in the administration of the Jury 
Act people of certain characteristics cannot 
Le on a jury. I am given to understand that 
when there is a doubt names that have been 
selected for the jury panel are referred to 
the police. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

}fr. COPLEY: I will not proceed with 
that further. One man, at least, who was 
sent to that prison farm believes that he 
would not have been either in prison or on a 
prison farm but for certain administration, 
but I bow to your ruling, Mr. Brassington, 
and I will not proceed. 

Mr. Sparkes: The prison farm is a home 
away from home, they say. 

}fr. COPLEY: The prison farm is as 
near as we can get to the good prison. _1 
suggest to this Committee that the day rs 
not far distant-when the war clouds havB 
rolled by-when we shall have a halfway 
house equivalent to Palen Creek. I have 
appeared for sonl'e people who should never 
have been sent to either Boggo Road or 
Palen Creek. Because we are not con­
scious of our social duties, people who are 
not fit for Goodna or our mental hospitals 
or asylums aTe in prison. They have to go 
to Palen Creek or som8\vhere else. They 
should not be in those pTison institutions 
to-day. I want to see the day when an Bnd 
is made to the conditions obtaining in our 
prisons. They are now extremely bad, 
because of lack of warders. Because of lack 
of warders, the arrangements made for 
prisoners to go to the latrines and for other 
things are scandalous. I am sure that every 
hon. member who has read ''Prison Walls,'' 
' 'Paper Prison,'' or similar WOTks will not 
countenance a continuation of the present 
system in our prisons. 

Judges aTe usually inclined to give a man 
the benefit of any merit that may be on his 
side, and of any of the merciful provisions 
of the Criminal Code, but somB of the judges 
of our SupTem·e Court-and I say this 
advisedly-will not take into consideration the 
fact that a man's pTevious lapse may have beBn 
many yeaTs ago. I have heard other judges 
say quite fairly and fearlBssly, ''MT. Crown 

Prosecutor, I am not going to take that into 
,consideration· that was three or four years 
ago,'' but there are other judges of the 
Supreme Court of Queensland and other parts 
of Australia who say that thB moment a 
man is arrested on a charge there is a con­
spiracy to get him out of the charge made 
against him. One judge, who has now gone 
to his eternal reward--

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. COPLEY: This is getting back to 
the point. One judge said on one occasion, 
"Instead of warning a man when he is 
arrested, he should be put through the grill 
and dealt with and any statements made by 
him should be used in Bvidence against him.'' 
It is because of these things that men are 
sent to prisons and prison farms unfairly. 
We who are here as legislators in this the 
Twentieth century should stand for those 
conditions. If a man has made a mistake, or• 
if he shows year after yBar that he wants 
to remain in prison, or if he commits any' 
wrong against society, he should Temain 
in prison, but let prison conditions be 
Teasonable conditions for human beings. 
Because he has offended against the laws of 
society, do not submit him to inhuman con· 
ditions. 

I hope that before very long the Attorney· 
General will have a commission of inquiry 
into conditions opeTating in the pTisons. 1 
hope that the day is not far distant when 
we shall see an end to the locking-up of a 
man fTom 4 o'clock in the afternoon until 
6 or 7 o'clock the following morning and 
keeping him locked up irTi'Spective of any 
calls of nature in the meantime, irrespective 
of the fact that it may be necessaTy for a 
pan to be put in with him. How would any' 
hon. m·ember of this Assembly like to see those 
conditions operating~ FiTst, is that sani· 
tary P Second, is it human' Can we 110t do 
something to alter these conditions I If a 
man is ill ancl does not go to hospital those· 
conditions continue. There are some prison 
officials who think a man is malingering wner!l 
he is ill. As evidence of that, we have the 
notorious case of a man who died of peri­
tonitis, a man who would have been free 
to-day if he hacl lived but a few clays longer. 
The conditions under which he died were 
bad. The question of prison reform is one 
foT the serious consideration not onlv of 
this Attorney-General and ho~. membe1:s of 
this Assembly, but for all persons the whole 
world over. 

If hon. members would only read some of 
the books that have been written on the 
subject they would agree with my idea of 
prison Teform. Although we have done every­
thing that is humanly possible in the interest 
of prisoners, it will be seen from Mr. 
Whitney 's report that we are still a long 
way behind other places in the world in doing 
\Yhat we ought to do for these poor, unfor· 
tunate wretches who aTe in prison. 

Mr. NHHIO (Oxley) (8.4 p.m.): I think 
the Government were very wise in transfening 
the control of the Prisons Department from 
the Department of Health and Home Affairs 
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:to the Department of Justice, because the 
latter department deals with other aspects of 
the law relating to criminals. 

After listening to the speeches of some 
l10n. members, I wondered what would be the 
reaction of the public if they heard them­
whether the existing prison farms would be 
big enough to hold all the prisoneTs. The 
hon. member for Kelvin GTove went so far 
as to say that he would like to have two 
weeks' holiday down there, which I consideT 
to be an inducement to people to go there 
:and have a good time. However, I prefer 
to think that he was speaking figuratively. 
'The Attorney-General told us that four 
lettuce grown on the farm ;yeighed 11;', lb. 
and he went on to say that they were not 
specially selected, that they were cnt at 
random. ::VIy reason foT rising was to ask 
the AttonlCy-General ho;y many long-term 
prisoners are on paTole in this State to-day. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (8.6 p.m.): I do not know 
how many long-term prisoners are on parole, 
but I do not think any have been on parole 
for a considerable time. The only one I can 
recall is that of the soldier who ;vas released. 
into the custody of his commanding officer 
at the request of his commanding officer. 

I should like to tell the hon. member for 
East Toowoomba that when boys al"e com­
mitted to our care they are kept to themselves 
as much as possible in Boggo Road gaol 
because there is no other place for them. Th~ 
hon. member for Kurilpa advocated the estab­
lishment of a half-way institution for certain 
i'ases. That is a matter the Government have 
been considering for some time, hut bear in 
mind. that it is not a half-way prison house 
that 1s needed, but an institution where the 
1nmates can receive curative treatment. It 
should be a place specially established to 
receiYe cases that should not be sent to gaol 
and at the same time cannot be certified as 
being bad enough mentally to be sent to a 
mental hospital. These people are not 
mentall;· responsible for the cr-imes they 
i'ommit. The institution would have to be 
properly staffed with a psychiatrist and other 
medical aid to enable the inmates to recover 
after proper treatment. Had the ;yar not 
intervened, such an institution would prob­
ably haYc been established ·are this. 

Mr. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (8.8 
p.m.) : ::\fillions of pounds are being spent 
to-day for war purposes and I do not see 
why we should vvait until the war is over to 
establish an institution for prisoners who are 
of weak intellect and who are not raallv 
responsible for their crimes. \Ve could build 
such an institution at a cost of a few 
thousand pounds. I always thought that the 
Government building at Dalby, at one time 
called the Jubilee Sanatorium, would have 
been a suitable place. When Japan declared 
war the Diamantina Hospital patients were 
moved to this sanatorium. It is a shame that 
young people from 17 to 25 years of age 
who have had lapses should be sent to Boggo 
Road. It may be that they have been the 
victims of sinus or nervous 'troubles, or have 

lacked parental control and arc not rcspon· 
sible for their actions. 

l'\Ir. II'IOORHOUSE (Windsor) (8.10 
p.m.) : The Minister informed the Committee 
that one soldier was released on parole. 

'fhe Attorney.General: The report of the 
Comptroller-General states that four were 
released. The one I mentioned was released 
about three months ago. 

l'\Ir. lUOORHOUSE: Was the soldier he 
mentioned 21 years of age when he "·as 
released and under 21 years when ha was 
committed to prison'? 

A Government Member: What difference 
does that make? 

l\It·. l'\IOORHOUSE: It makes a differ­
ence, because I have been advocating the 
extension of the franchise to soldiers under 
21 years of age. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson) (8.11 p.m.): The soldier I men­
tioned is over 21 years of age. He vvas a 
;yarrant officer and was released by the parole 
board into the custody of his commanding 
officer. Four prisoners ;yerc released on 
parole by the Parole Board during the year 
ended 30 June last. 

1\'Ir. COPLEY (Kurilpa) (8.12 p.m.): I 
should like the d·apartment to consider 
releasing a prisoner on parole wherm·cr 
possible. Only four prisoners out of 57 
applications were released on parole by the 
board. The late Mr. Justice H. D. 
Macrossan, Senior Puisne Judge, took many 
risks with men who came before him, even in 
the cases of seasoned criminals who had been 
practising crime for years. After lecturing 
a man in the dock-he was a great judge of 
human nature-ha would release him on 
parole and he very rarely returned to a 
career of crime. That lcamed judge rarely 
made a mistake. There were times whan, 
after telling a prisoner what he proposed to 
do, he saw the prisoner waver and immediately 
remanded him for sentence, telling him he 
had <:hanged his mind. I think that if there 
is the slightest chance of extending the 
merciful provisions of the Criminal Code to 
any prisoner a judge or magistrate should 
do so. The Parole Board ought to adopt the 
same practice. 

I propose to tell a story against myself. 
The other day an officer of the army made a 
faux pas in that he stole eight pairs of 
scissors from a medical unit. He decided to 
sell six or as many of them as he could, to 
barmaids in a certain town. I appeared for 
him and in p}aading guilty on his behalf 
asked the magistrate, who is notorious for 
giYing heavy sentences to any person guilty 
of stealing, to extend leniency to him. The 
magistrate said to me, ''Mr. Copley, in view 
of the fact that this man is a member of His 
Maj·esty 's service I am not going to give him 
the merciful provisions of the Code, I am 
going to convict but not punish him.'' I 
nearly fell over, and so did the prisoner. 

The Parole Board, instead of releasing only 
four out of 57 prisoners making application 
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to it, should have been a little more reason­
able. A prisoner who has been convicted, 
where repentance and good conduct are 
shown, and the crime was not a very 
bad one, should, after serving some 
years of his sentence, be released by the 
Parole Board on condition that he reports 
regularly. That would be of benefit to the 
community and a saving to the State. 

Vote (Prisons) agreed to. 

LICENSIN<i COMJ\IISSION. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (8.15 p.m.): I move-

'' That £3,846 be granted for 'Licensing 
Commission.' ' ' 

This is a slight increase on last year's vote. 
There is one less officer to pay. The same 
position operates here also in regard to juniors 
and seniors and less is required for salaries. 

lUr. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (8.16 
p.m.): I suggest that the Licensing Commis­
sion make a recommendation to the proper 
authority that the hotelkeepers in the coun­
try districts have their rents l'leduced, in 
view of the fact that supplies they are able 
to get are cut down and their sales are less. 
They cannot go to the Fair Rents Court. I 
know the Hotel Drayton, for instanee, has 
been well kept-they never sold drink after 
hours, !Jut carried on strictly according to 
the la w-and it is very hard indeed for them 
'vhen things are so slack. 

I am not sure which authority should deal 
with this matter, but I put it to the Licensing 
Commission to make a recommendation that 
the alcoholic content of beer be reduced. 

l'Ir. TAYLOR (Enoggera) (8.18 p.m.): 
The Lic·ensing Commission of Queensland has 
one of the broadest franchises of any_ 
authority of its kind in Australia. There is­
opportm'lity for the application of the demo­
cratic principle in gTanting licences. One 
thing that I think should be taken into con­
sideration by the Government is the fact that 
the Commission's powers are not at all clear. 
There seems to be a dual control. It may be 
necessary for the proper authmities to give 
consideration to centralised control so as to 
fall into line with the desires of the com­
munity at the present moment. It is notice­
able in this city that certain hotels close their 
doors at certain times and do not open them 
at ceTtain times; there is a differentiation in 
the times in accordance with the locality in 
the town oT city, and some of the hotelkeepeTs 
close the public bar and sell their drinks in 
the saloon bar at an incTeased pTofit. Those 
are factors that do not tend to give the results 
that the people who brought about the fixa­
tion of conditions and prices in regard to 
liquor desired should be brought about. I 
think the concentration of drinking of liquor 
within a given period is bad for those who 
drink it. The fact was brought under my 
notice during my enforced stay in Melbourne, 
when I was ill. TheTe the hotels close at 
6 o'clock, and I was impressed by the con­
sumption of liquor by the aveTage workeT 
between 5 and 6 p.m. I saw moTe drunks 
in the stTeets there than I have seen in any 

otheT city in Australia. The tendency in 
Queensland is to imitate those conditions. 
During the last few months, at any rate, the 
number of drunken Diggers and civilians in 
the stTeets of Brisbane in the brown-out has 
been noticeable. 

One night recently, when going fTom a: 
meeting in the City Hall to catch the 11.25 
p.m. train for home, I passed a gToup of 
Allied soldiers accompanied bv some veTy 
young girls, who were so thoroughly intoxi .. 
cated that one girl could not stand, and a 
fair amount of bottled liquor was being car­
ried in the hip pocket. The Licensing Com­
mission should have gTeater powers. With 
dual control there is no actual responsibility. 
Probably it would be well if the Attorney­
General had the administration of the Police 
Department also-a co-ordinating of the 
forces necessaTy to bring about good order 
in society. He would then have under his 
control all of the instruments necessary to 
control the traffic for the good of society. 

Something should be done in that diTe_c­
tion. 'l'heTe is evidence that people m 
high places are becoming yery perturbed 
at social conditions in Australia in general, 
and this State in particular. \Vhy should 
hotelkeepcrs be able to fix the time of closing 
their bars to meet their own wishes? At a 
time when Australia, with the British Com­
momYealth of Nations, is fighting one of the 
greatest 'vars in history, why should we have 
to admit that the alcoholic content of our 
spirits and grogs generally is greater than 
that allmwd in any other country in the 
world in a period of war, either this or 
the last war~ Possibly this fact is not 
realised hy hon. members, because it eau 
be said that this Honsa has not the capacity 
for the consumption of liquor as former 
Leo-islatiYe Assemblies had. Hon. members 
do "'not realise the amount of liquor that can 
be consumed in a very short period of time. 
If thev did they woulcl realise that some con<< 
siclerai:ion should be given to the alcoholic: 
content of liquor and that liquor should not 
have a greater alcoholic content than 3.5 per 
cent. 

An Opposition )!ember: That would be 
plenty for me. 

~Ir. TAYLOR: It would be plenty for 
me and for the average man. Beer is 
AustTalia 's national beverage, and a 3<5 per 
cent. beer should satisfy the palate. 

Mr. JUaher: What about the fellow who 
drinks over-proof rum straight? 

Itlr. TAYLOR: Such a man may eventu­
ally become a drinker of methylated spirit. 

The Secretary for Public Works: Men in 
the bush drink over-proof rum who are as fit 
as you. 

At 8.25 p.m., 

Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympie) relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Itir. TAYLOR: I am speaking of the man 
who drinks liquol' merely for the sake of 
drinking it and not of the man who has a 
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drink or two in a spirit of jollification. ln 
the community, and particularly amongst 
those whose business it is to study sociological 
problems, a very grave doubt exists as to 
the conditions obtaining to-day and their 
consequences, and it is therefore necessary 
that the Government should take heed. I am 
aware the State Government cannot alter tile 
alcoholic content of liquor. 

Mr. Ma.ssey: Why? 

lUr. TAYLOR: Because at the moment 
the Federal Government have control of 
l.iquor. 

Mr. )lassey: Do you think they would 
stop it~ 

Mr. TAYLOR: They may not, but the 
fact is the State Government may be able to 
do it in conjunction with the Federal Govern­
ment; therefore, why not try~ LiquOTs with 
an alcoholic content of 8 per cent. and 9 per 
cent. are having a very devastating effect on 
some of the members of the Allied forces in 
this country who have not been used to drink­
ing liquors with an alcoholic content as high 
as that. 

The TElUPORARY CHAIRiUAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. member to connect his remarks 
with the vote. 

J\Ir. 'l'AYLOR: The Licensing Commis­
sion controls the licensing of hotels, and, as 
I say, should have control of the hotels. I 
:.tm stating a case, not for dual control, but 
for complete control by the Department of 
.Justice of the whole of the liquor question. 
I repeat that it might be advisable for the 
Attorney-General to have control over the 
administration of the police. If he had that, 
he would then have complete control of all 
the administration of the liquor la\VS and 
Jmder such conditions we should get on' much 
better than we do now. Certainly some­
thing must be done to remove some' of the 
difficulties that are arising in this and other 
States of Australia because of our confused 
liquor laws. 

Mr. JIAHER (West Moreton) (8.28 p.m.): 
f support the contention that country hotel­
keepers are entitled to a reduction in the 
percentage scale of licence fees under present 
conditions. Those who consider all the 
ramifications of the hotel business must take 
into account the fact that there is no com­
parison between conditions that prevail in 
the metropolitan area and other provincial 
cities and towns in the State where there are 
army camps, and the conditions obtaining in 
rural districts where there are no army camps 
districts from which the young men \Y h~ 
comprise the big spending-power, hav~ been 
recruited for service in the army. Because 
these young men have gone into the fighting 
services, many hotelkeepers in western, 
northern, and central districts, as well as 
many of the dairy-farming and agricultural 
areas of the State, are having a very bad 
time. The special circumstances of the hotel 
proprietors in those districts entitle them to 
eonsideration. After all, the rural hotel 
proprietor does not run a ''grog house,'' he 
runs an accommodation house. He gives a 

definite service to the travelling public, and 
if his trade over the bar is reduced, it is 
obvious that he is not able to give the same 
measure of service to the travelling public 
as he did. Then, the population in many of 
these rural areas is limited and with the 
young men away in the army, serving in the 
Middle East or New Guinea, there is not the 
same turnover of trade across the bar. I have 
personal knowledge of many country hotel 
proprietors who are having a very thin time 
indeed and who are finding it difficult to make 
ends meet. To accentuate their difficulties, 
they are faced with reduced quotas of beer 
and spirits under the austerity campaign. 

Under all these circumstances, the country 
hotelkeeper has a just claim on the Licensing 
Commission for a reduced scale of licence 
fees. That necessarily would come back to 
Parliament for ratification, but if it was 
approved by the Commission, it would not 
take long to bring the required measure 
before Parliament for considemtion, and I 
put fonmrd that special plea for the country 
hotelkeeper. 

I should like to say, if you will allow me 
a brief moment, Mr. Dunstan-because I 
know it is really outside the scope of the 
Licensing Commission-that the country hotel­
keepers in districts in which there are 
shearers, drovers, station-hands. canecutters, 
dairy-farm employees, wheatlumpers, and so 
on, districts far removed from army camps, 
should have an incre:tsec1 allocation of beer 
and spirits. 

1\'[r. Edwards: The cows would not be 
milked then. 

1\'Ir. l\'IAHER: I think the cows would be 
milked all right. After all, some men might 
drink to excess, but there are a great number 
of hard-working men in the bush whose only 
pleasure in life is to go to town pmhaps 
once a quarter, or once every half-year and 
have a few drinks in the comradesl1ip of their 
friends. 

1\'Ir. Sparkes: It is not confined to the 
hard-working men in the bush either. 

1\'Ir. 1\'IAHER: No. While I respect the 
views of many good people, at the same time 
I believe in the principle of individual free­
dom. If a man wants to have a drink of 
rum and wants to drink it straight or neat, 
as they say, let him enjoy himself that way, 
and if a man does not like rum and prefers 
lemon squash, well and good-good lurk to 
him. But there are too many sticky-beaks 
to-day, too many who are slandering our 
soldiers by saying they arc drunkards. 'When 
one analyses the position and realises the 
net amount of money the Australian soldier 
receiws, it will be seen that he has not too 
much for excessive drinking, unless, of conrse, 
someone else buys it for him. 

The Secretary for Public Works: There 
is not any more drinking to-day than before. 

Mr. 1\'IAHER: I do not think so. There 
may have been some excesses in the begin­
ning, but on the whole I think the Australian 
soldiers are exemplary fellows in the matter 
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of drink. They may go into a bar and have 
a few drinks and an odd one may get drunk, 
but I resent this continuous slander that the 
Australian soldier is a drunkard. We see 
that opinion constantly expressed in the Press 
by many people who have an a.xe to grind 
under present conditions, and they do it to 
gain a point in another direction. I think 
it is a pity. 

I make those submissions to the Licensing 
Commission in the hope that it will recom­
mend to the Government a reduction in the 
scale of licence fees for hotels in country 
districts far removed from army camps that 
are suffering because of the recruitments of 
men from their districts to serYe in the army, 
and where these hotels are giving a definite 
senice in providing accommodation for the 
limited number of travellers under present­
day conditions. They are entitled to some 
consideration to enable them to carry on and 
survive the present difficult days. Where we 
tan ease the burden let us clo so. Let us 
meet them wherever we can, let us temper 
the wind to the shorn lamb. That is my 
principle. ·where the burden presses heavily, 
IYhether on the hotel keeper in the cotmtr~-, 
the storekeeper, grazier, the fanner, because 
of war conditions, let Parliament be just and 
help them. 

nir. Sparkes: Do not miss the cattle 
man. 

lUr. JIAHER: I include the cattle man, 
the sheep man, the dairy farmer, all who 
toil and moil to produce the wealth of the 
country. All I ask is that lYe give them a 
fair go. I make that submission to the 
Licensing Commission, and I am sure that 
if it will make the recommendation it will 
h:we every sympathy from hon. members. 

'J'he ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (8.36 p.m.): The hon. mem­
ber for West Moreton has built up a Yery 
fine "Aunt Sally." The State Government 
have nothing to do with the quota of liquor 
supplied to hotels, whether in the country 
-or the city. 

iUr. JUaher: But you have control of the 
licence fees. 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL: The quota 
of liquor is controlled by the Commonwealth 
GoYernment. The hon. member's argument 
a bout licence fees is another ''Aunt Sally.'' 
If the hotel keeper does not buy any liquor 
he does not pay any licence fee because the 
licence fee is arrived at on the basis of 2i! 
per cent. of the wholesale purchases. If a 
country hotel gets no quota it pays no licence 
fee. If he only provides accommodation he has 
no licence fee to pay. If he buys £1 worth 
of liquor, the fee is 6d.; if it is £2 it is 1s., 
and so on. If he does not buy any then the 
poor country hotel keeper who is perishing 
because he has no sales, pays no licence fee. 

Jlir. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (8.38 
p.m.): \Vhen the Federal Government 
requested the State Government-as I pre· 
sume they did-to cut down the hours of 
trading to eight a day, the State Government 
decided that the hotels should not open for 

business until 11 a.m. The trading hours 
are to be eight daily. I suggest that they 
should begin at 9 a.m. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRJUAN: Order! 
This vote does not dear with the trading hours 
of hotels, but with the Licensing Commission. 

Mr. YEATES: The hotels could then 
close from 2 to 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 

The TEJUPORARY CHAIRlUAN: Order! 

Mr. YEATES: Why should people be 
sitting in hotels drinking all the afternoon 
in war-time~ 

The TElUPORARY CHAIRlUAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. mem'ber to respect the ruling 
of the Chair and to obey my call to ordeT. 

JUr. NilUlUO (Oxley) (8.40 p.m.): T_he 
suggestion made by the . hon. men:b~r for 
Enoggera tlmt the Licensmg Com~nsswn be 
given more control over hotels 1s a very 
good one. I hope that the Minister will con· 
sider it. 

The Attorney-General: Has the Attorney­
General not enough on his hands at the 
present time~ There is a war on. 

Mr. NIJUlUO: The Attorney-General J:as 
made many excuses for not doing anythm_g 
because of the war, but if we all do our b1t 
we could help in winning the. w~r. By ~on· 
ceding the Licensing Comm1ss.wn a httle 
more control of hotels and makmg represen­
tations to the proper authorities that it con­
trol the alcoholic content of liquor also we 
should achieve some good. It is very wrong; 
to be always attributing excessive use of 
liquor to the soldiers. We all know what 
young men are. When they have .leave an.d 
come into the city or town they hke to m1x 
with their fellows and enjoy themselves. 
Innocent enjoyment ought to be encouraged. 
Why should we condemn them becayse a 
beverage is forced on them that contams an 
excessive percentage of alcohol~ 

The TEltiPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The hon. gentleman cannot make any more 
than passing reference to that subject. The 
vote before the Committee deals >~·ith the 
administration of the Licensing Commission. 

1Ir. NBIMO: I am coming to that point. 
The Commission has been appointed to con­
trol licences issued under the Liquor Act. 1 
am suggesting that its powers be increas~d. 
Hon. members should have an opportumty 
on this vote of making suggestions that might 
help the Attorney-General, who has so much 
on his hands at the present time. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. NIMlUO: I will obey your rulin!", 
Mr. Dunstan. I think the hon. member for 
Enoggera made an excellent suggestion, and 
I trust it will be acted upon. 

Provision is made in this vote for an appro­
priation of £819 for a secretary and member. 
I presume that refers to Mr. Byrne. Mr. 
Ferrv and Mr. Cameron are the other two 
members of the commission. I cannot see 
any appropriation for their services. How 
are they paid~ 



lll8 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Friendly Socs. Acts Amdt. Bill. 

Mr. Taylor: They are on another pay 
roll. 

Mr. NIMMO: The Director-General of 
Allied Works receives a salary for his speci­
fled duties and an allowance for additional 
work. This Committee does not want Messrs. 
Ferry and Cameron to do work without 
remuneratim1. 

Mr. Taylor: Their fees are provided for 
in incidental expenses. 

l\Ir. NUilUO: It is no use camouflaging 
the issue. This Committee should know 
exactly what these members are paid. If 
they are not paid, then we should vote them 
an amount. 

The Secretary for Public Works: You 
complained last session that Mr. Feny was 
overpaid. 

}Ir. NHBIO: I did not complain about 
him at all. I believe he should be paid 
according to the >York he does. 

The Secretary for Public Works: You 
complained about the amount he was paid. 

l\Ir. NIIUMO: I ask the hon. gentleman 
to turn up '' Hansard'' and tell me the 
page where it was Tecorded that I made that 
complaint. I am merely asking for infor­
mation. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. D. A. 
Gledson, Ipswich) (8.45 p.m.): Mr. Ferry 
and Mr. Cameron get fees of £2 2s. and 
£1 lls. 6d. respectively for every meeting 
they attend. 

Vote (Licensing Commission) agreed to. 
Progress reported. 
The House adjourned at 8.47 p.m. 




