
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

THURSDAY, 1 OCTOBER 1942 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



4l2 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 1 OCTOBER, 1942. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. E. J. Hanson, 
Buranda) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

COAL AND OIL SHALE• MINE WORKERS 
(PENSIONS) ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Assent reported by Mr. Speaker. 

QUESTIONS. 
FINAL PAYMENT, 1941 SUGAR CROP. 

Mr. BRAND (Isis) asked the Premier-

'' In reference to the announcement of 
the ex-Premier on 15 September last that 
a further payment of 12s. per ton of 94 
n.t. sugar would be available on the 1941 
sugar crop, can he state when the pro­
ducers concerned can expect such payment to 
be made to them~ ' ' 

The PREMIER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

'' On 26 September the C.S.R. Company 
was requested by the Chairman of the 
Sugar Board to effect payment of the 
additional amount as soon as possible.'' 

CHIEF INSPECTOR OF COAL MINES. 

lUr. NHIMO (Oxley) asked the Secretary 
for Mines-

'' 1. Has a person from outside the 
State been appointed to the position of 
Chief Inspector of Mines~ 
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'' 2. If so, will he kindly explain why 
a member of the existing staff of inspectors 
could not have been appointed to that 
position~ 

"3. Was there no one in this State 
with the necessary qualifications~'' 

The SECRETARY FOR :i)IINES (Hon. 
V. C. Gair, South Brisbane) replied-

" 1. Yes; to the position of Chief 
Inspector of Coalmines. 

'' 2. See answer to 3. 
"3. No." 

OPENING OF SCHOOLS. 

Mr. KEYATTA (Townsville), without 
notice, asked the Premier-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
statements in the Press which infer that 
the Commonwealth Government were in no 
way implicated in the decision not to permit 
the attendance of the younger children at 
schools from Townsville North~ 

'' 2. Is the State Government expected to 
confer with the military authorities on 
matters of this nature~ 

'' 3. Will the Government give considera­
tion to the further relaxing of the order 
now applicable respecting the school atten­
dance of all children of school age~'' 

The PREMIER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

''1. Yes. 
'' 2. Yes. Regulation 35A of the 

National Security (General) Regulations 
prescribes inter alia that the Premier of 
any State may issue certain Orders after 
<>onsultation with the Minister of State for 
Home Security ana with the Commandant 
of a militarv district. In accordance with 
the National Security Regulation referred 
to, the Australian military authorities in 
Queensland ·were consulted and the follow­
ing views inter alia were expressed to the 
Premier by the military spokesman in a 
letter dated 30 April, 1942:-

'My view is that the proposed order 
should not be made and I definitely 
advise you against making it .... 

'I am strongly of opinion that this is 
no time to begin a reversion to more 
normal conditions or to relax in the 
slightest degree the utmost caution and 
preparedness against raid and inva­
sion ... 

'Further, one powerful effect of an 
order reimposing compulsory education 
and sending children back to school will 
undoubtedly be a lulling of the public 
appreciation of the danger, the growth 
of a spirit of complacency and false 
sense of security, and in particular the 
encouragement of a drift of voluntarily 
evacuated civilian personnel back to 
danger areas. . .. ' 

The matter was again discussed at a later 
date with the Australian military authori­
ties in Queensland and concurrence was 

obtained in August last for an amendment 
of the original order for the relaxing of 
certain prohibitions as to the attendance of 
children at schools. The Minister for 
Home Security also concurred in the pro­
posals. 

'' 3. This question is being investigated 
by the Minister for Public Instruction. I 
desire, however, to point out that the 
advice of the Australian military forces 
in Queensland in April last indicated that 
'more and more schools, particularly in the 
North, may well be required for military 
use.' '' 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Queensland Meat Industry 
Board for the year 1941-1942. 

Report of the Land Administration Board 
on the operations of the Department of 
Public Lands (Sub-Departments of 
Prickly-pear Land Commission, Irrigation 
and Water Supply, and Forestry) for 
the year 1941-1942. 

The following paper was laid on the 
table:-

Direction, dated 29 September, 1942, under 
the Public Safety Act of 1940. 

ENCOURAGEMENT OF PRIMARY 
INDUSTRIES. 

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Debate resumed from 24 September (see 
p. 328) on .:'lll:r. Nicklin's motion-

'' That in view of the importance of 
maintaining supplies of various primary 
products to meet the needs of Aus~r~J~an 
and Allied armed forces and of the mv1han 
population and to provide for adequate 
exports to Britain during the war and to 
various countries upon its termination, it 
is essential that further steps by Govern­
ments be taken immediately to relieve the 
industries concerned of their present diffi­
culties.'' 

On which Mr. Muller had moved the follow­
ing amendment:-

''Add to the motion the follGwing 
words:-

' That a copy of this resolution be 
forwarded to Commonwealth and Statn 
Governments.' '' 

lUr. COLLINS (Cook) (11.9 a.m.) : Last 
Thursday I was speaking on the need for po.st­
war planning and dealing in particular w1th 
the settlement of returned soldiers on the land. 
I repeat that this question needs a great deal 
of consideration, certainly much more con­
sideration than it received after the last 
war. I believe, however, that most of the 
difficulties experienced then may be overcome 
if we have been wise enough to learn a lesson 
from the failures of those days and to ascer­
tain the reasons for those failures. 
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(Time, on motion of Mr. Dunstan, 
extended.) 

I thank the House for the courtesy extended 
to me, and I promise not to trespass unduly 
on it. 

I believe that the tobacco industry has 
great possibilities from the point of view of 
the settlement of returned soldiers. vVe have 
demonstrated since the last war that much of 
our land is capable of growing excellent 
tobacco, which is being used more and more 
to-day as the Australian smoker becomes 
accustomed to it. We are fortunate in that 
tobacco does extremely well on land that 
before the introduction of tobacco had little 
or no value for closer settlement. It could 
be used for grazing, but it would carry only 
a very few cattle to the square mile. The 
rental derived by the Crown for any of that 
land that may have been leased was about 
5s. a square mile, but, when put under 
tobacco, it is capable of producing a crop 
worth £100, £120, or more. 

Mr. Edwards': Without irrigation? 

lir. COLLINS: I am coming to that. In 
some areas a great deal of tobacco is being 
produced without any irrigation, but I do not 
say that that method is entirely satisfactory. 

Climatic conditions in North Queensland 
are suitable for the production of tobacco 
with the exception that sometimes the. rain­
fall is too heavy and the period between 
the falls is too long, so that some measure 
of irrigation is needed to help nature. It 
is a crop that must be kept steadily grow­
ing from the time it is planted until it is 
harvested if a leaf of good quality is desirE'(L 
It must be planted at the certain time of 
the year so that the harvest will be com­
pleted before the, winter sets in, hringing 
with it the ravages of blue mould and other 
diseases. 

Mr. Edwards: And what time is that? 

Mr. COLLINS: The cold weather sets in 
about April or May, and it is when the tem­
perature falls below 69 degrees that blue 
mould makes it appearance. Of course, blne 
mould in plants has been very largely· over­
come. In the North tobacco muEt be planted 
in November, December or early January. 
and harvested not later than the end of 
April. I am pleased indeed that the need 
for irrigation for tobacco cultivation is 
recognised in the Budget. There is a scarcity 
of tobacco in Australia to-day, and so I 
hope that steps will be taken immediately to 
make money available for irrigation with 
the idea ·Of producing more of it. It is 
also necessary to plan for the construction 
of weirs and to prepare schemes of iniga­
tion so that when the war is over people 
will be attracted to that form of primar-y 
production and will find a remunerative 
occupation in growing tobacco. At present 
Australia is not producing more than 20 per 
cent. of her requirements and· thus it can 
be seen that there is an expanding market 
for this primary product, one of few for 
which there is such a market. Further­
more land suitable for the cultivation of 

* tobacco formerly had very little or no economic 
value. Large areas are available without 
any need for resumptions and the amount 
of capital required by a tobacco-grower is not 
as much as is required by men in some other 
industries. It requires very intensive culti­
vation, because, like market gardening, 
virtually each plant must have some atten­
tion all the time, especially during the har­
vesting p·eriod because the leaves cannot be 
harvested by cutting off the entire plant or 
pulling it out by the roots. Three or four 
leaves may be plucked from a plant to-day 
and a few clays later a few more leaves are 
plucked from the same plant just as they 
reach the ripening stage and so on until 
the whole crop has been harvested. Jmme­
diate attention should be given to the exten­
sion of irrigation for the purpose of increas­
ing tobacco production and it is also a 
scheme that could be very favourably con­
sidered in connection with post-war planning. 

Another matter of vital concern to us all, 
and to the primary producers in particular, 
is the difficulty in obtaining jute for bags 
required to market primary produce. Nearly 
all primary produce, such as maize, potatoes, 
and onions, has to be marketed in bags 
because many primary products do not lend 
themselves to bulk handling. Bulk handling 
has never been a big feature of marketing 
grain in Queensland, although it has been 
carried out up to a point in New South 
Wales. As Australia has been cut off fTOm 
her jute supplies from India it is necessary 
that we should investigate the possibilities 
of growing our own fibre for making bags. 
I have raised the subject in this Chamber 
on many occasions before but the need for 
jute is very much greater to-day. The 
pastoral industry depends upon bales for 
marketing its wool, and the wheat industry 
depends almost entirely upon bags, too. The 
same applies to maize, potatoes and onions; 
indeed, every primary product, with the 
exception of butter, requires bags for market­
ing purposes. The great sugar industry 
depends on bags, too. 

This country possesses the natural condi­
tions enabling us to grow it. The question. 
is: can we, under the present stress of war, 
develop that industry~ On account of man­
power difficulties that development may be 
very doubtful, but there is no doubt that it 
is an industry to which we should give great 
consideration. There are thousands of acres 
of land in North Queensland at present pro­
ducing nothing but weeds, including china 
burr, sida retusa, and a species of wild jute. 
These have been subjected to tests by the 
Department of Agriculture and Stock and 
found to be suitablP for the purpose of manu­
factming jute. That is one direction in 
which we could very well bend our energies. 

}Ur. Pie: It has to be spun. 

Mr. COLLINS: That is so. There is a 
good deal of work in it. The jute industry 
has been verv successful in India on account 
of the very' cheap labour available. Jute 
there is all hand-retted. Up to two or three 
years ago jute was taken from India to 
Dundee in Scotland where the manufacture 
of jute and jute packs was completed. 
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Mr. Pie: All our woolpacks originally 
came from Dundee. 

~Ir. COLLINS: That is so. That reminds 
me of another interesting fact. Some years 
ago New Zealand began to manufacture wool­
packs from phormium tenax-a textile fibre 
grown in that country. I have not heard of 
the progress of that industry in the last few 
years, but about four years ago I wrote to the 
Department of Agriculture in that dominion 
and was informed that a percentage of the 
woolpacks required in New Zealand were 
·being manufactured for 3s. 9d. each. At 
that period the cost of woolpacks in Aus­
tralia was 3s. 6d. each. The price to-day is 
greatly in excess of that amount. It looks 
as if a market worth approximately £3,000,000 
at pre-war prices were capable of being 
developed in this country. Large areas of 
our coastal belt as far north as Cooktown 
are growing weeds that could be turned 
into jute. In fact, those weeds have really 
reached pest proportions. I am not sure if 
we could obtain either the required labour or 
necessary machinery for this purpose, but I 
should like that aspect of the matter inquired 
into in order to see how far we could go in 
commercialising these weeds. 

lUr. Edwards: When was that report 
made~ 

Mr. COLLINS: It was made by the 
Department of Agriculture and Stock a few 
months ago. The investigations revealed that 
some of these weeds in North Queensland gave 
a considerable quantity of jute. If we can-
11ot commercialise them at the present time, 
that aspect of the matter should be borne in 
mind for attention in the post-war period. 
vVc should not be unduly alarmed because in 
the past jute has been imported from a 
cheap-labour country. Our sugar industry 
wonld not have been established had we been 
unduly alarmed by that factor. Neither 
woulr1 our rice industry have been established 
if we had been unduly alarmed because cheap 
rice could be imported from ,T ava and other 
Eastern countries. Some lands in Australia 
proved so suitable for the production of rice 
that with the adaptation of machinery to 
handle the crop, which cheap-labour countries 
did not have, we found prior to the war that 
vve could produce rice in excess of the quan­
tity required for our own consumption and 
at times. strange as it may seem, export 
some to China. 

JUr. Edwards: The same might be said 
of peanuts. 

Mr. COLLINS: That is so. I thank the 
hon. member for his interjection. These are 
points that require attention, particularly, 
as I have pointed out, the fact that the land 
on which these plants are growing is not 
being put to any useful purpose. It is 
unoccupied and could be used to establish 
an industry for which there is a remunerative 
market in' this country. If we apply our 
minds to problems of this kind I feel certain 
thnt our post-war planning will be robbed 
of many of the terrors of the previous post­
war period. We shall also be relieved of the 
worry of getting suitable land on which to 
1'1ettle our returned m:en. 

We shall, moreover, be establishing these 
men in industries for which we have a market 
right here in our own country, which is a 
very important thing. We shall not have to 
depend upon trade agreements with foreign 
countries such as Argentina. 

As I forecast earlier in my speech, I pro­
.pose to move an amendment to the amend­
ment moved by the hon. member for Fassi­
fern in order to make the motion direct and 
bring under the notice of the Federal Govern­
ment the things to which we want them to 
give particular attention. It is no use moving 
a motion without stressing the things that 
are worrying the primary producer, and it 
is no good asking them to take action when 
they think fit, because we want action now­
not next year or the following year-we 
want it right now if we are going to maintain 
our food supplies, which I believe we can do. 
For that reason, I move-

'' That the amendment be amended by 
omitting all words after 'That' and insert­
ing in lieu thereof the words-

' this resolution be forwarded to the 
Prime l\Iinister of the Connnomvealth with 
a request that, owing to the present 
urgency for action, the Commonwealth 
Government give early and particular 
attention to the problems of agricultural 
man-power and transport, supplies of 
fertilising agent.s, wire and wire netting, 
farm machinery, spare parts, fuel, &c.; 
and other means of assistance, including 
adequate prices, which would enable the 
primary producer to maintain those 
necessary supplies.' '' 

As the Leader of the Opposition set out 
when he moved his motion-a very desirable 
motion, too-we do not want this question 
to be discussed on party lines and the amend­
ment I move is merely for the purpose of 
assisting to make the motion more real and 
more effective. I believe the Leader of the 
Opposition will agree with that view. I sin­
cerely hope he does. I should like to see 
this motion go through with the unanimous 
approYal of the House to show that we are 
wholehearted in our desire to help the Federal 
Government and that we are only looking for 
co-operation. If we are divided amongst our­
selves, I believe we destroy the effectiveness 
of the motion. I do not think the motion 
as worded, nor the amendment moved by the 
hon. member for Fassifern, will have the 
necessary and immediate effect we want the 
motion to have. Therefore, coupled with the 
many things I have outlined-and the things 
outlined by other hon. members who spoke on 
the motion-I commend the further amend­
ment to the House; I hope the mover of the 
motion will see fit to accept it in the spirit 
in which it is moved, that he will agree to 
the deletion of a certain part of the amend­
ment moved by the hon. member for Fassi­
fern, and that the motion will go through 
with the full support of the House. 

Mr. THEODORE (Herbert) (11.29 a.m.) : 
I second the amendment moved by the hon 
member for Cook. I think the motion moved 
by the Leader of the Opposition is one ot 
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tremendous importance and one that should 
engage the immediate and earnest attention 
of every hon. member of this House. I believe 
that action on the lines proposed by the 
Leader of the Opposition should receive every 
consideration when it is submitted to the 
Commonwealth Government. I think the only 
way that we may expect the urgent atten­
tion that is necessary to give effect to the 
proposals contained in the motion is to adopt 
the amendment moved by the hon. member 
for Cook. 

In doing this I contend this Parliament 
would show that it was willing and ready to 
comply with the requests made on more than 
one occasion by the Prin1e Minister to Par­
liaments of other States to do all they can 
to co-operate with the Federal Government. 

Extraordinary demands are being made on 
the primary industries of Queensland and 
it is our duty to help them in every possible 
way. There is no limit to the production 
that could be undertaken by this State. As 
we are aware the Secretary for Agriculture 
and Stock has been in consultation with 
the Commonwealth Government in regard to 
the tremendous production-problems with 
which they are vitally concerned-and it is 
a tribute to the hon. gentleman that the 
Commonwealth Government have offered him 
the im'portant position of Commonwealth 
Controller of Agriculture. It is a great 
tribute not only to the hon. gentleman, but 
to the agricultural policy of this Govern­
ment. On more than one occasion when 
visiting the South I have heard it said that 
we are fortunate in having such a man as 
the Hon. F. W. Bulcock as Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock. He has done a 
splendid job undoubtedly, particularly since 
the war began. He has been faced with 
tremendous problems, and almost insurmount­
able difficulties. These difficulties are 
accentuated by the demands made on the 
maJI-power of the nation and of this State 
in particular, which have considerably 
retarded the job of meeting our needs. 

In passing, I would say that I sincerely 
hope that whatever decision the Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock takes in regard to the 
proposal, his services will not be lost entirely 
to this State. 

When we look over the happenings of the 
past few months, knowing what was required 
of the producers, and realising what has 
actually occurred we easily understand the 
urgent need for better co-ordination and co­
operation. It is, I think, for the purpose of 
arriving at a more satisfactory arrange­
ment between the primary producers, the 
Governments concerned, and the military 
nuthorities that it is thought IIecessary to 
appoint one controller. It was realised from 
the moment Japan entered the war the most 
urgent and pressing need was for men for 
the forces. The hon. member for Stanley 
has painted a woeful picture of the lot of the 
man on the land. As one who has had 
many years' experience on the land, I realise 
what primary producers have to contend 
with. There are no set conditions that 
enable a farmer when he plants his crop 

to gauge the final result. He has to con­
tend with many difficulties, such as droughts 
and floods. 

Mr. Massey: Pests. 

Mr. THEODORE: Pests and numerous 
other things. I realise it is a very compli­
cated problem that faces any Government 
who attempt to do something to put the 
primary producer on the same basis as the 
ma.n who receives a regular wage. Much 
depends on the m'an himself. VVe all know 
that no matter how good the intentions of 
certain men may be when they go on the 
land, they become discouraged when they see 
difficulties ahead ·of them, and before very 
long they leave the land aiid look for work 
on wages. 

I can give an instance of what can be 
done by a man who thoroughly understands 
his job and has a full appreciation .of all t~e 
difficulties on the land. To-day tins man IS 
cultivating a piece of land not 30 miles from 
this city, and getting from it an excellent 
return for himself and his family. I venture 
the opinion that if I showed any hon. _mell_l­
ber of this House that forest land, which IS 
no more than a mile from the railway line, 
and asked him if he thought he could make 
anything of it, he would not give it a 
mon1ent 's consideration; but this man had 
had long experience as a banana and 
citrus-grower and he has struggled hard to 
rear his 12 children. Nearly all of them 
are grown up now, but his whole family are 
still together, although four or five of the 
boys are married. He started to gr?w 
bananas on the hillside on ground on whiCh 
they had been grown previously by other 
people, who could never get more t~an one 
or two cwps from the stools. This man, 
after examining this land, which is situated 
on a range 10 miles from the N?rth Coast 
line, and the nature of the soil he pro­
posed to plant, applied his intelligen~e 
and experience to the task, and 1s 
now, after six years, getting almost as 
good a return per acre as he got when 
he first planted, and he has 40 acres there. 
He had tried banana-growing on the share 
svstem because he did not have enough 
money to bny land for himself; then he 
tried dairying, but was unable to make_ a 
success of that even with his large family. 
Now, through 'perseverance and d_etermina­
tion, and with the help of a family whom 
he was able to keep together, he is able to 
provide for himself and his nine boys, _ f?ur 
of whom are married, a much better hvmg 
than it would be possible for them to eam 
if they were working for wages. He has 
been able to do this on land on which the 
inspector of agriculture had advised him not 
to waste his time and money. 

Since then that man has been able to 
show also what can be done with a large area 
of land right alongside the railway line that 
has been lying idle for many years. He assures 
me that he could settle 20 dairy farmers in 
that area. Such cases as these are worth men­
tioning, but I do believe that too often we 
ask men to go on the land and struggle to 
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clear it mid do the laborious and almost 
impossible work necessary in the initial 
stages when the position might have been 
much easier for him if arrangements had 
been made to do the heavy clearino- and 
have a _cert_ain amount of the land "ready 
!or c~lhvatwn .so that he might get an 
Immediate return when he took it up. 

Hundreds of farmers have gone on new 
land and struggled to clear it with the use 
of mattocks and picks, trying to grub out 
and blast out the trees, when the work could 
be done with modern machinery at a fraction 
of the cost. I believe that it could be done 
at one-tenth of the cost that is incurred by 
the farmer in doing it by hand. The State 
has carried out a policy of ·construc.ting' 
roads into settled areas to help the man on 
the land, and I see no reason why it should 
not be extended in the direction of clearing 
land for new settlers and so giving them a 
reasonable chance of success from the outset. 
Of cours·e, I know that it is sometimes diffi­
cult to get the right type of man to go on 
the land and that many failures have occurred 
through the unsuitability of settlers. How­
ever, I also know that many who have been 
faced with unemployment have turned to the 
land in desperation but failed although they 
had an earnest and sincere determination to 
do their best. 

It is gra~ifying t.o know th:;tt according to 
the latest mformatwn somethmg more is to 
be done for the dairy farmers, for after all 
they are as much entitled to consideration 
as any _other section of the people and they 
are entitled to a better remuneration than 
they have been receiving. As in the case 
of most products, it is difficult to fix an 
economic price, but we should not lose sight 
of the ~reat _hardships incurred by dairy 
~armers rr: havm~ to be continually on their 
JOb and m havmg to contend periodically 
with droughts and similar setbacks that may 
not affect other primary industries to the 
same extent. I am sure the dairy farmers 
would be content to grapple with these con­
ditions if they were assured of a reasonable 
return for their efforts. 

The subject of the motion is one that should 
engage the close attention of the Common­
weS;lth Government, but it would be entirely 
futile to allow the matter to rest with the 
original motion and the amendment moved 
by the hon. member for Fassifern. I know 
the Leader of the Opposition believes the sub­
ject Rhould _be treated on non-party lines, 
and so I beheve he will agree that there are 
other aspects of the matter that should 
receive the immediate attention of the Com­
monwealth Government. We are confronted 
with some problems that are almost insur­
mountable because of the existing military 
situation, but it should be possible to make 
some better arrangement or come to some 
understanding if we are to carry out the 
desires of the Commonwealth Government to 
have a maximum war effort. That cannot 
be achieved unless our problems can be solved. 
Some of them may appear to be beyond solu­
tion, but the difficulties could be considerably 

1942-P 

reduced if reasonable consideration were give11 
to them. },or instance, yesterday I referred 
to the problems confronting the sugar indus­
try and since then I have received a letter 
relating to them. 

I contend that this matter requires urgent 
attention. The letter reads-

" Dear Sir, 
"I have to advise that the harvesting 

position of the district mills as at 26 Sep­
temper, 1942, was as follows:-

Tons of cane Tons sugar 
crushed to date. in stock. 

Tully 138,859 12,000 
South Johnstone 132,533 7,500 
Mourilyan 83,000 4,600 
Goondi . . 115,000 7,600 
''Sugar Stocks.-Tully mill's position is 

serious and they al'e now using the new 
shed which has been recently built. Goonili 
mill's position is also acute as it is doubt­
ful if any sugar will be lifted from Goondi 
this week on account of low tides. Lighters 
are loading Mourilyan and South John­
stone sugar at Mourilyan Harbour. 

'' Canecutting.-The canecutting position 
is not improving. It will be difficult to 
get some of the poorer cane cut as cutters 
will probably demand extortionate rates, 
so as to maintain the high average earn­
ings which they are now receiving. Rain 
set in last Friday and as it is still raining 
there does not appear much chance for the 
gangs to burn. The majority of the gangE 
are now not keen on cutting green cane. 
The South J ohnstone mill will cease crush­
ing to-day on account of lack of cane sup­
plies due to gangs not cutting as they 
cannot burn the cane on account of the wet 
conditions. The other mills are also watch­
ing the position and may have to cease 
crushing. 

"Planting.-The wet weather will hold 
up planting operations. It is anticipatetl 
that 80-85 per cent. of the usual normal 
ammal acreage will be planted this season.'' 

That is the position in the sugar areas in 
my electorate. I realise that the position is 
bad in other agricultural industries, but at 
the same time I do want to stress the import·· 
ance of grappling with these important ques­
tions and doing so immediately. 

Let ns consider the sugar position more 
fully. A considerable quantity of raw sugar 
is stored in North Queensland, yet we know 
sugar is urgently required, not only for our 
own consumption, but for treatment at the 
Southern refineries in order that the refined 
sugar can be shipped to Great Britain. Unless 
this sugar stored in the North can be shipped 
South within a very short time, and thu~ 
considerably relieve the storage problem in 
North Queensland, no storage accommodation 
will be available to store the sugar that 
remains to be manufactured and much of it 
will be lost. That is one of the industry's 
great problems at the present time. We have 
others. The shortage of fertiliser has caused: 
part of each farmer's crop to be of poor 
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quality, aHd it will be very difficult indeed 
to get that cane. The hot weather is approach­
ing and canecutters will not cut cane in the 
heat unless they can first burn it. There is 
little possibility that the poorer crop will be 
harvested, except at exorbitant rates, and 
eYen then it is remote. These are some 
matters to which urgent attention must be 
given. I honestly believe that if we approach 
the subject in the right perspective and show 
our willingness to co-operate with the Com­
monwealth Government, every possible con­
''ideration will be given by them. 

There are other subjects that are worthy 
of our immediate attention. For a consider­
able time the Secretary for Agriculture and 
Stock, in view of the acute shortage of 
rubber, has been experimenting in certain 
areas in North Queensland with the planting 
or rubber trees. The Minister believes, and 
I, too, am of the opinion, that rubber can 
be very extensively planted and successfully 
produced in certain areas in North Queens­
land. This is one of the most important 
ma~ters _th~t concern this nation to-day, and I 
beheve rt rs one of the things that we should 
include in the list for immediate attention. 
'l'hen, again, we read to-day that newspapers 
a re being further en t because we are not 
able to manufacture anything like sufficient 
newsprint to meet our needs. I have spoken 
on this matter before, and I still believe that 
there are great possibilities in North Queens­
bnd for the manufacture of paper pulp bv the 
ntilisation of timbers growing there despite 
the unfavourable report that was m~de after 
n cursory investigation. It is necessary to 
h_nve a certain type of timber for the produc­
tion of pulp. When they first started experi­
ments in Tasmania they were producing 
33 per cent. of chemical pulp in order to 
produce a satisfactory paper, but they have 
almost eliminated that by experiments. I 
think that is one of the things we should 
consider, and whether we are able to launch 
out on any immediate scheme for the produc­
tion of paper-pulp or not we should have a 
long-range plan under which we shall plant 
areas of quick-growing trees to mix with the 
Y::tluable supplies of native timber that exist 
in North Queensland. 

The Commonwealth Government aTe giving 
c0nsideration to the extension of their control 
of electric authorities. They talk of taking 
entire control of all such authorities and I 
believe 1f that results in a great inc;ease of 
rheap electric power we can visualise a vast 
expansion in our secondaTy industries. I 
believe the advent of secondary industTies, 
to,g·ether with increased population and the 
stabilisation of primary products, will enable 
ns to make ,gTeat strides in the advancement 
of this country. 

I will not delay the House any longer. I 
s:ncerely appeal to the Leader of the Opposi­
tiOn to consider favourably including the 
amendment moved by the hon. member for 
Cook in the motion. 

Mr. PLUNKETT (Albert) (11.59 a.m.): 
I was pleased to hear the hon. members for 
Cook and Herbert speak as they did about 
the motion and I agree that its effectiveness 

will be determined by the degree of unanimity 
of the House in carrying it-unless we are 
unanimous it will not receive full considera­
tion. 

In whateYer we do we must be unanimous if 
any resolution passed here in regard to these 
matters is to carry weight. 

I was very pleased to hear the speeches 
made by the hon. members I refer to and to 
note that they were in accord with the broad 
outlook of the motion. In its original form 
the motion asked that, ''in view of the 
importance of maintaining supplies of various 
primary products to meet the needs of Aus­
tralian and Allied armed forces, and of the 
civilian population, and to provide for ade­
quate exports to Britain.'' For the moment 
I stop there. Our difficulty to-day, as I see 
it, is to provide foodstuffs for the Allied 
forces and the civilian population and the 
export of some to Britain. For the life of 
me I cannot see why it was necessary to have 
the amendment moved by the hon. member 
for Cook, inasmuch as it deals mostly with 
post-war problems, which can be discussed at 
a later time. Our difficulty to-day is to 
maintain stocks of the foodstuffs that are 
dwindling each day. To do that, it will be 
necessary to seek the co-operation of the 
Commonwealth Government, and it is certainly 
our duty to draw attention to what is hap­
pening in Queensland. I shall endeavour 
later, by giYing the House a few figures, to 
show how Queensland is drifting in some of 
our principal primary products. 

Personaily, I should like to see the amend­
ment of the hon. member for Cook with­
drawn. Let us deal with the immediate press­
ing problem, the post-war problems to be 
discussed later. There is no use in sending 
down a resolution that deals with wire and 
wire-netting and all sorts of things that are 
mere incidentals to the larger problem. I 
agree that those things are necessary, but we 
should not cloud the issue by an amendment 
in such a form, especially when we must have 
unanimity. This is not a party motion. The 
motion concerns the welfare of Queensland 
generally. We must maintain our primary 
production, and if we do not we shall not be 
able to do what I think is essential. There 
is an obligation on us to maintain supplies 
of primary products to Britain in order to 
feed the British people and to retain those 
markets in the post-war period. If we do 
not do this, many of our best markets for 
primary pTodncts will be lost. They will be 
supplied by foodstuffs grown nearer to them. 

To deal now with the dairying industry, 
'1Vl1ich is very important and means a great 
deal to this State and in which 111,000 
people are involved working on farms; and in 
order to show the House how production and 
values have decreased, I will quote some 
figures. We must do something to maintain 
production. 'Ne know there is a great need 
for man-power in the war effort and we also 
know that much of that man-power has come 
from the land; therefore, a decrease in pro­
duction is to be expected, and it is our job 
to ascertain wbat can be done by other means 
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to make good the loss. The man-power that 
has gone is doing more good somewhere else 
in the protection of this country, with all 
the freedom that we enjoy in it, and, there­
fore, it must be realised that these other 
means must needs be adopted. 

In the last two years the production of 
butte1· in Australia has decreased by 1, 706,984 
boxes. 

.Mr. Collins: That would be partly due 
to seasonal conditions, would it not~ 

Mr. PLUNKETT: Yes. In value the 
d,ecrease has been from £27,198,369 to 
£21,290,169, or a loss to the producers of 
dairy products of £5,908,000. The price has 
not altered during that period to any great 
extent. The pric0s for primaa-y products 
obtaining before the war are still maintained, 
with the exception of those for dairy pro­
ducts, which received an increase of seven­
eighths of a penny last March. Our exports 
alone declined from 77,843 tons to 46,847 
tons in one year, a loss of 31,000 tons. 
Cheese production dropped by 3,549 tons. I 
quote those figures to show that our produc­
tion has been going back. In Queensland we 
have been producing dairy products of every 
kind and other primary products to such an 
extent that we have always had an excess, and 
people have l1ad the idea that there is never 
likely to be a shortage and that all these 
commodities slJOuld be available at bedrock 
prices, irrespective of how high the cost of 
production might be. This has been the 
attitude for the last 20 or 30 years, and at 
one time it got so bad that the dairymen were 
forced to form an organisation not only in 
Queensland but in the other States in an 
endeavour to protect themselves, and they had 
a certain amount of success. 

As hon. members know, the dairying industry 
in Queensland has grown to such an extent 
that, given normal weather conditions, Queens­
land is the principal exporter of dairy pro­
duce from Australia. But, on the other hand, 
climatic conditions here have a greater effect 
upon our production than they do in the other 
States. In the last three years our produc­
tion of butter has dropped from 2, 775,000 to 
1,686,000 boxes, which has meant that 
£3,355,000 less money has come to Australia. 
\Vo hear people say that the dairy farmer is 
never satisfied. Certainly he is not satisfied, 
and he never will be satisfied so long as he 
is required to sell at less than the cost of 
production. 

In 1938-:19 the aYerage income of each of 
the 42,000 dairy farmers in Queensland was 
£394. All hon. members know that, as a 
general rule, the dairying industry is carried 
on by a man, his wife, and family. 

The Secretary for Public Works: Is that 
the gross income~ 

Mr. PLUNKETT: Yes, so far as dairy 
produce is concerned. The following year 
the average income was £371, and in 1940-41 
it was £311 and the last year it dropped to 
£254, and that drop is the reason why the 
farmers are saying they cannot carry on unless 
they get an increased price for their products. 

The figures I have quoted show that the 
decline is a serious one, and, after investi­
gating the position, we came to the conclusion 
that there were two reasons for it. One was 
that man-power has been taken away from 
the country districts. Of course, we cannot 
control man-power, but another and a very 
important reason is that the families who are 
left-there are virtually no men left on the 
farms-are not getting enough money for 
what they are producing. It is only natural 
that once a man fe,els that he is not getting 
a just price for his product he loses interest, 
he does not care whether he produces or not, 
and it is for that reason that men have gone 
out of dairying. The price being paid for 
beef has encomaged them to turn out their 
dairy cows and let them rear their calves. 

The c1airying industry is the only primary 
indushv in which the return to the farmer 
has not" been enhanced in the last few years. 
The wool-grower, the wheat-grower, the 
lucerne-grower, the mai:1:e-grower, the potato­
grower, and the vegetable-grower have all 
enjoyed increased prices for their products, 
so much so that people have been encouraged 
to leaw dairying and to engage in pro­
ducing those commodities. 

Pig-raising is a subsidiary industry to 
the dairying industry. We are asked to 
produce 200,000 tons of pig meat, whereas 
last year we produced onlv 80,000 tons. Let 
me give some further evidence to show how 
the dairying industry has been going dow11, 
and this subsidiary industry with it. The 
N orco Company, one serving a very big 
primary-producing area on the Northern 
Rivers distTicts of New South ~Wales, reports 
that its supplies dropped to 11,000 pigs 
from 31,643 in the corresponding period last 
year. Hon. members can see the position the 
industry is getting into. No-one likes to say 
that \ve are likely to be short of foodstuffs, 
ancl that we may not be able to feed our 
own people. It is my firm conviction that 
we should endeavour to give Great Britain 
as much foodstuffs as possible. TherP is a 
considerable demand at the moment for 
primary products. There is a demand, or an 
outlet, for about 200,000 tons of butter, and~ 
there is an unlimited demand for cheese. 
Great Britain wants 10,000 tons, and would 
take 40,000 tons if we had it, but she knows 
we have not got it. We did not produce 
anything like 200,000 tons of butter last 
year, and if the position does not improve 
we may not be able to send any to Great 
Britain, and, indeed, we may be scratching 
to feed our own people. vV e have our own 
people fighting for our protection, but they 
cannot fight unless they are well feel. I 
have always held strongly to the ...-iew that 
people can work better if they are properly 
fed. That is a sound argument, but it will 
be a terrible situation if we simply shut 
our eyes and ignore the facts until ou:r pro­
ducing organisation breaks clown. The 
matter is of vital concern to Queensland and 
Queensland producers. 

Everyone 1·egards Queensland as the 
primary-producing State of the Common­
wealth, and it is, too. The other day the 
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Secretary for Agriculture and Stock gave us 
a broad outline of the primary-production 
targets for this State. The first on the 
list is 60,000 tons of butter, which means 
that we should have to increase butter pro­
duction by 50 per cent. I cannot see any 
possibility of reaching that increase in view 
of the acute shortage of man-power and the 
price paid for the commodity, even with the 
very best of seasons. The low price and 
the shortage of man-power have brought 
about a decline in production over the past 
12 months. The target for wheat is 
!l,OOO,OOO bushels. There again man-power 
is a serious matter. I believe that m·uch of 
the trouble could be overcome by a sound 
system of organisation, but there is no use 
in proceeding merrily on our way until the 
break occurs and then exclaiming that we 
ohould have done this, or that we should 
have rlone that. Now is the time to act. 
Cheese is to be increased by 80 per cent. 
up to 30,500 tons. 'rhere again the low 
price and the shortage of man-power have 
militated against further production. Pea­
nuts are required in an unlimited quantity, 
so that we may have essential vegetable oils. 
Here, again, the low price and the 
shortage of man-power have operated 
against increased production. \Ve have 
been asked to produce an unlimited quantity 
of cotton, and here again the price-factor 
i'> important. \Ve have been asked to pro­
uuce 600,000 tons of sugar, ancl that com­
modity is being rationed. Man-power is 
aho1:t, and fertiliser extremely scarce, and 
,o rt may not be possible to produce the 
Tequired crop, even though the land is avail­
able for its production. Tobacco is wanted 
in an unlimited quantity. It is suggested 
that we may haYc to adopt beefless clays. 
The production of all these commodities, 
butter, wheat, cheese, peanuts, cotton, 
sugar, tobacco, and beef is of vital concern 
to the primary producers of Queensland and 
it would be a bad day for this State if 'these 
industries were to be allowed to decline and 
to show decreased production merely for the 
want of encouragement and the payment of 
n reasonable price. 

Unless something is done not only in regard 
to t~e prices ?f these primary products but 
to grve us an Improvement in existing condi­
tions, that decreased production will continue 
to take place .and many more producers will 
go out of exrstence. I recognise it is my 
job, just as it is anybody else's, to see what 
can be done to arrest this drift from the 
industry. 

In :Hldition, the dairying industry is asked 
to produce 15,000 tons of dried full-cream 
milk, equal to 27,000,000 gallons; 35,000 tons 
Df condensed milk, equal to 19,000,000 
gallons; and 170,000,000 gallons of fresh 
whole milk. This demand for milk products 
is going to have a serious effect on the pro­
duction of butter, cheese, and casein. The 
whole basis of these products is cows, and 
wP must have someone to milk those cows. 
·The man-power position alone is alarming, 
rt•Ji! must be faced immediately. Victoria, 
Routh Australia, and Western Australia are 
hwinz pretty good seasons. Therefore, bad 

seasons cannot be assigned as the reason for 
the decreased dairy production in those 
States; it must be the number of producers 
going out of business. 

The acting Commonwealth Statistician, Mr. 
S. R. Carver, made investigations into the 
dairying industry after we had drawn atten­
tion to the fact that production .vas going 
down, and they revealed that in Queensland 
11,630 persons left dairy farms in 1941-42, of 
whom 2,842 enlisted in the fighting services 
and 2,366 gravitated into other avenues of 
employment. Why did they go into those 
other avenues~ Because those other avenues 
paid them better. 

Mr. lUaher: Hear, hear! 

Mr PLUNKETT: They received better 
w;ge; and better conditions than they 
enjoyed on dairy farms .. From 41,876 ~a~ms 
in all States 19,596 have left, 11,748 enhst;ng 
in the fighting services, and 7,848 bemg 
absorbed in other avenues of employment. 
In many cases these other forms of employ­
ment returned them more than twice the 
money they previously earne.d. We cann?t 
expect people to work in an mdustry that rs 
governed more or less by climatic conditio~1.s 
when they can obtain ine1·eased wag:es m 
others without being subjected to the ngo;us 
of varying climatic conditions when workmg 
out in the open. 

In the early stages of the war the patriotism 
of the country people was .s~own in ~he 
numbers who enlisted for mrhtary servrce. 
Farmers' sons were a great proportion of ~he 
11,348, previously mentioned by m_e, as ha:'mg 
left their farms to enter the fightmg servrces. 

Not only have I and :UY colle~gues done 
our best to arrest the dnft of pnm:ary pro­
ducers but the organisations concerned have 
contin~ally drawn attention to the fact. Last 
vear the Federal Government did the right 
thing when they appointed a p~rliam~ntary 
committee to investigate the drfficultres of 
primary production. The 0o_vernmen~ of the 
day, in a commendable spurt, appou;ted to 
that committee members from both srdes of 
the House, particul~rly men whos~ interes~s 
were centred in prrmary productiOn. Thrs 
committee visited all Australian States, and 
after taking evidence submitted progress 
reports. It reported that 1,000 dairy farms 
in New South Wales were then idle or had 
diverted to other forms of production, such 
as the growing of lucerne and maize, which 
are more profitable than dairying and entail 
less labour. That is why producers are leav­
ing dairy farms. The committee also reported 
that the excessive drain on man-power in the 
dairying and pig industries has ma~e _it 
impossible to produce foodstuffs to mamt:un 
produrtion. Labour shortage was resultmg 
in deterioration of stock and the reduction 
of the industry's productive capacity. yre 
recognise that once the usual production 
arrangements on a farm are upset by a 
change from: one industry to another, not 
only do herds deteriorate, but the imple­
ments depreciate in value and it takes some 
time to restore the level of production of 
the original product. The committee was 
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also unanimously of opinion that a substan· 
tial increase in the price of dairy products 
was essential. Those conclusions were arrived 
at after a thorough investigation of the 
industry. 

I have a kindly feeling for the Minister 
for Commerce. He works very hard, and 
puts himself to a great deal of inconvenience 
to meet the various dairy organisations 
and hear their case. He was very much con­
cerned, and if the thing is not remedied it 
will not be his fault. The Committee of 
Control, which is a board set up by the 
Commonwealth Government, with statutory 
powers, had a deputation to him. The 
position was so serious that we all thought 
our duty was to show what was likely to 
happen in Australia. We placed the figur~s 
before the Minister, and he was a bit 
startled, as I was when I first saw them, 
because I did not think the position had 
drifted so much. The Minister appointed a 
special committee to make a further investi­
gation. This committee visited three of the 
biggest States, took evidence, and sent in a 
report a few weeks ago, but no decision has 
been made yet. I know war conditions exist, 
and know the hard work done by Ministers 
of the Crown and officials associated with 
them but I often think that we have set 
up tbo many committees to deal with these 
matters, and not one of them seems to be 
able to make a final decision on anything. 
It is a case of "You send it to me and I 
will send it to somebody else,'' and it goes 
round in a circle, and nobody can say ''Yes'' 
Dr ''No.'' 

The Secretary for Public Lands: Some 
of them make a. terrible mess of it, as a 
matter of fact. 

lUr. PLUNKETT: In this case I do not 
know whether a mess has been made, because 
no decision has been given. 

Mr. CoUins: You know there is a war 
on. 

~Ir. PLUNKETT: I appreciate that. I 
have given the figures to show what is hap­
pening in the dairying industry. It does 
not pay to dairy to-day; it pays one to do 
anything else than to go on a dairy farm. 

What has the dairying industry done to 
help itselH When the war broke out the 
dairying industry helped itself and the 
Government of this country to a greater 
extent than any other industry I know of. 
\Vhen the British Government told us they 
did not want butter, but wanted cheese, we 
set out to get them cheese, and we had to 
tell the man who is going to sell nYilk instead 
of cream that he would be at no loss, because 
the industry would make it up to him. 
About £250,000 or £300,000 was spent in 
building new cheese factories and extending 
other cheese factories to make them more 
efficient, and the industry itself is bearing 
that cost. We went further than that. We 
have shared with the Commonwealth Govern­
ment the building of cold stores throughout 
New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, and 
Tasmania. \Ve were impressed by the 

seriousness of the position, and knew that 
if shipping was interrupted we must haye 
cold storage for products that needed It. 
The Commonwealth suggested that this pro­
vision should be made-it was looking after 
all interests, and bore half the cost. It 
would cost us another £100,000, but I do not 
worry about that-the industry can afford 
that. I am showing the House what we have 
done to help ourselves. vVe have nearly doubled 
the cold storage we had in pre-war days, 
and we can store butter during the peak of 
the year for three months and m·ake pro­
vision for nearly 2,000,000 tons of it. 

I do not like to have to mention some of 
the things I am about to mention, but 1 
want to impress upon hon. members the fact 
that if sonYething is not done we are n?t 
going to maintain our production, and If 
we wait until it falls further we shall have 
to start rationing. The rationing of primary 
products in a country like this would have a 
bad effect upon the morale of the people, 
and it should be adopted only as a last 
resource-after every effort has been made 
to give the primary producer a price that 
that will cover his costs and enable him to 
live in reasonable comfort. There is no 
greater body of patriots than the country 
people. Their surroundings and their way 
of life make them patriots. When the war 
broke out nearly every country town i:r: 
Queensland and Australia gave vast sums of 
monev interest-free to the Commonwealth 
Govermnent to help them in the war effort. 

They were, of course, helping themselves as 
well as helping the Government by doing that. 
They took war-savings certificates out on their 
supplies every month and have a large amount 
thus invested. In addition, many of them-in 
fact, most of them-are giving so much on 
every ton of butter made. I have shown the 
House what the industry has done for itself 
and what the farmers are doing for the 
industrY but I say emphatically, that this 
is the 01~ly primary industry in Australia that 
is not getting the cost of production. I say 
that deliberately, and if any evidence is neces­
sarv to verify it, I refer hon. members to 
the• figures. Why are people going out of 
this industry and into others~ Because other 
avenues of life pay them better. One of the 
reasons why that position has been brought 
about is the pernicious system of price-fixing. 
I dread it, for the reason that it may be a 
legacy to us in the post-war period. If we 
ever get to the stage-and there are many 
people who think we may-at which the 
farmer or primary producer of the country 
is expected to produce cheap foodstuffs for 
the people, irrespective of whether it pays 
him, a State such as Queensland will be badly 
affected. 

lUr. Collins: Is not a stable price for 
tlleir material a factor~ 

Mr. ~Ialler: If it is profitable. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: I will give some of 
those I think not profitable. 

Mr. Collins: Give us some that are, too 
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Mr. PLUNKETT: I say plainly that the 
principle of fixing maximum prices for 
primary products and minimum prices for 
everything else in the community is entirely 
wrong. 

:i)lr. Collins: Set a maximum as well as 
a minimum. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: Where do they do that? 

Mr. Collins: Sugar and wool. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

:i)lr. PLUNKETT: First of all I must 
make the point that if a maximum price for 
a product is fixed without a minimum price, 
a great h1jury is done to the producer, and, 
consequently, to the State. Let me put it 
this way: my production is determined more 
or less by seasonal conditions, inasmuch as 
there are a peak and a datum, both governed 
by climatic conditions. If the price could 
be fixed at an average figure it would be all 
right, but that cannot be done as the costs of 
production are continually altering so rapidly 
that very often an injustice would be done. 

I want now to deal with a position that 
occurred here a few weeks ago. During the 
war it may be necessary to fix a maximum 
price, and I have no objection to that, but I 
have a very great objection to fixing a ma..xi­
mum price without a minimum price. That 
is very unfair to the producers. 

lUr. Collins: What about a guaranteed 
price? Would that get over it; 

lUr. PL UNKETT: A guaranteed price 
always involves many conditions and very 
often the conditions are impracticable. The 
fixing of onion prices last week is the most 
scandalous and the most tragic thing that 
has ever happened. The growers who had sent 
their onions from their homes to the maTket 
lost £1,000 by the fixing of the prices over­
night, and they were robbed of that £1,000. 
The next day the onions were still on their 
way to the market and when they arrived at 
the market the growers lost another £1,500. 
Thus, these people were robbed of £1,000 on 
one day and £1,500 on another day because 
advantage was taken of the fact that they 
had already sent their produce to the market 
not knowing that the axe w~o going to fall 
on them and reduce the value of their product 
from £15 to £55 a ton to £13 a ton. This 
price-fixing business is all wrong when you 
have different prices as between one State 
and another. Is there any justice in that? 
The Commonwealth Government have said we 
are all one and should make equal sacrifices, 
but is there any equality of sacrifice when 
they fix prices in Queensland lower than those 
that operate just over the border? 

Mr. Collins: Have they done that? 

~Ir. PLUNKETT: They are doing it 
to-day, and that is why this motion is very 
important and it should be carried unani­
mously. There should be no fooling about 
with amendments at all. We must show the 
people of Australia that we are very jealous 
of our State and that wl1en it. somes to a show­
down polities do not enter into it. 

Mr. Collins: There are no politics in the 
amendment. 

:i)Ir. PLUNKETT: I think the hon. mem­
ber could well afford to cut out the amend­
ment. It deals with post-war matters and 
the need as I see it to-day is to maintain 
production. 

:rur. Collins: That is all the amendment 
deals with. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: I do not think any hon. 
member of this Assembly can justify what 
was done by the price fixer in Melbourne in 
connection with onions. The market value 
was from £45 to £55 a ton, according to 
quality-and that is the general rule with all 
primary products-and overnight he comes in 
and fixes a price of £13 10s. a ton for Queens­
land, yet in Victoria it is £20 5s. a ton, and 
the pool price is £19 a ton at Colac. Why 
should it be £13 10s. in Queensland~ The 
other day I read in the Press that Mr. Beas­
ley, the Minister for Supply and Development, 
said to Tasmania, ''If you can grow me 
2,000 tons of onions I will guarantee you a 
price of £15 a ton.'' Why should 'fasmania 
get £15 a ton whilst here producers putting 
onions on a scarce market have to take 
£13 10s. ~ This whole system of price fixing 
will cause a revolution in this country yet. 
I am told now that in our own city there is 
a difference even in the price of milk. 

}[r. Mas,sey: For one firm only. 

1\'Ir. PLUNKETT: It does not matter if 
if it only half a firm. It is wrong in prin­
ciple and must have some repercussions. 

Take potatoes. A couple of years ago pota­
toes were selling on the market at £22 a ton. 
The price fixer came in and fixed the price 
at £17 5s. The farmers thought they lost 
from £2 to £3 a ton, and they did, actually, 
because the market value at that time was 
£22. They said it was not worth their while 
continuing to grow potatoes. They lost faith 
in price fixing and preferred growing any­
thing for a free market, even if the market 
value was low, to growing something for 
which someone is going to fix a price that 
may be £13 10s. to-day and no-one knows 
what next week. When the price of potatoe~ 
was fixed the growers stopped growing them, 
with the result that there was a general 
shortage and the Government had to step in 
and give contracts to anybody who would 
grow them, and they are giving both a maxi­
mum ancl a minimum price. 

(Time, on motion of Mr. Luckins, 
extended.) 

lUr. PLUNKETT: I thank hon. members. 
Is it not only natural that a shortage should 
occur under such circumstances~ I venture 
the opinion that if you want to create a 
shortage of any foodstuff, just fix a price at 
something below cost of production and you 
will have it. Once you get that shortage you 
must step in, as happened in the case of pota· 
toes, and pay tlm grower a reasonable price, 
fixing both a maximum and a minimum price. 
No minimum price is fixed for onions, and a 
reduction from a market value of £45 or £55 
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a ton to £13 a ton overnight is far too drastic, 
and certai]lly will be the means of driving 
men out of onion-growing. 

Mr. Collins: You would not suggest 
fixing the price of onions at £55 a ton, though, 
would you~ 

lUr. PLUNKETT: No, but I suggest that 
you see what the prices for the previous year 
were. On 1 September last year, when the 
onions started to come in, the price was £29 
a ton. On 15 September it was £22, and at 
the end of the month it had risen to between 
£36 and £37. On 15 October the price was 
£33 to £36 a ton, at the end of October 
£30 10s., in November £38, and then it 
gradually fell to £20. At that time the supply 
;vas running out. 

The man who fixed the price of onions at 
£13 10s. a ton does not know what he is 
doing. If he was compelled to fix the price, 
why did he not have some regard to the prices 
that ruled the year before~ For the past 
two or three years everybody, ~ncluding 
Governments, have been asking the farmer to 
grow more onions and more potatoes and 
when he does, what happens? In Roma street 
the other day onions were sold compulsorily 
at £13 10s. a ton and the farmers lost £1,000 
one day and £1,500 the next day. What 
happens then g No more onions. And there 
will be no more onions until the trouble is 
remedied. Who is going to grow onions 
under those conditions~ Not the maddest 
farmer in the world. I am emphasising 
to-day that this Parliament and anyone with 
authority should let the people know what is 
happening and understand that if they want 
foodstuffs they should be prepared to pay 
the cost of production. 

lllr. Tlleodore: Accept the amendment 
flnd we will do our best for you. 

lllr. PLUNKETT: The amendment does 
not cover it. 

llir. Collins: It does. 

)fr. PLUNKETT: Why did not the 
Government accept the original motion~ 

JUr. Collins: There is no use in having 
supplies if the price is inadequate. 

)Ir. PLUNKETT: Let us have a look at 
the motion, and let us also look at the 
amendment. There is nothing about price in 
the amendment. 

~fr. Collins: No. but it deals with all 
those things that affect the producer. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: The hon. member said 
that the price for dairy produce could be 
Tectified. 

llir. Collinsr: I said it should be 
rectified. 

)lr. PJ,UNKETT: That is poor balm to 
the unfortunate cocky producing the stuff. 

llir. Coll'ins: What do you suggest? 

Mr. PLUNKETT: The farmer is 
en titled to more than the cost of production. 
I entirely agree with the hon. member for 

Cook that this subject is above party politics, 
but what is in the amendmenH Nothing 
but party politics. The motion says-

'' That in view of the importance of 
maintaining supplies of various primary 
products to meet the needs of Australian 
and Allied armed forces and of the civilian 
population, and to provide for adequate 
exports to Britain during the war and to 
various countries upon its termination, it 
is essential that further steps by Govern­
ments be taken immediately to relieve the 
industries concerned of their present diffi­
rulties. 

"That a copy of this resolution be 
forwarded to Commonwealth and State 
Governments.'' 

This is the amendment-
'' This resolution be forwarded to the 

Prime Minister of the Commonwealth with 
a request that, owing to the present urgency 
for action''--

What action~ 
''the Commom'."ealth Government give early 
and particular attention to the problems of 
agricultural man-power and transport, sup­
plies of fertilising agents''--

llir. Collins: Do you object to that? 

ltir. PLlJNKETT: No. Why all these 
details? All these things must be done. 
The situation could not be otherwise. That 
is referred to in the motion. I appeal to the 
hon. member for Cook to withdraw his amend­
ment and support the motion so that we may 
be unanimous. 

Jl'fr. Collins: Then it would be innocuous 
and would mean nothing. 

llfr. PLUNKE'l'T: There is no need for 
the amendment. Unless the price of onions 
is fixed with due regard to the cost of pro­
duction, thPro will be no onions. That is 
only natural. Anyone who takes advantage 
of the primnry producer is doing an injury 
to the country. The price of onions has been 
fixed in South Australia at about £25 a ton. 
In Tasmania the growers have been encour­
aged to grow 2,000 tons at a guaranteed price 
of £15 ·a ton. I agree that Queensland is 
becoming the Cinderella State of Australia 
in many ways. 

lUr. C'oHins: We have argued that all 
along. 

llir. PJ,UNKETT: I wonder if it is 
because of the actions of this Government. 
I do not want to engage in party politics 
now, but I wonder if it is because the Queens­
l:lnd Government had the audacitv to take the 
Commonwealth to the High Conr"t. Is this a 
reflp" of that action? 

'l'lle Attorney-General: Do you not think 
that we should ·have taken them to the High 
Court? Do vou think we should take them 
to the High" Court in connection with the 
price of onions~ 

lllr. PLUNKETT: If they had done that 
they would have a very good cas0. We should 
have a much better case than we had on the 
last occasion. 
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We can all take our hats off to the Secre­
tary for Agriculture and Stock. He is an 
active, ;hard-working Minister. 

Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. PLUNKETT: There is no doubt 
about that. He has been given targets in 
the production arena. No mention has been 
made of ammunition for him, not even a 
gun to hit the target. It seems that the 
target to be hit is the primary producer. 
Every Government-in fact, every person­
says that the dairymen must get a better 
price. They talk about it, but that is all they 
do. Sir Earle Page has suggested, accord­
ing to yesterday's newspapers, that a subsidy 
should he given to the industry. That is a 
miserable sort of way of paying farmers for 
their labour. 

Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

~Ir. PLUNKETT: The dairy industry, so 
far as Queensland is concerned, is important 
enough to be worth paying for. 

Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

~Ir. PLUNKETT: Not only should that 
be the opinion of everybody, but it should be 
implemented by Government action. I admit 
that in Canada the price of butter is su bsi­
dised 3d. a lb. and in America the p1·ice is 
3s. Od. a lb. During the last war the con­
sumer here paid 2s. 6d. a lb. for butter with­
out a squeal, yet with more money in the 
country than ever, and with wages at a level 
that was never higher, all the dairy farmers 
are getting for butter to-day is 1s. 2d. a lb. 
How can they continue under those condi­
tions~ I have never seen them so angry in 
my life. If anyone arose to lead the farmeTs 
to-morrow, they would chuck their milk to 
the pigs withoi1t separating it. 

Mr. Collins: No, they would not. 

~Ir. PLUNKETT: If my advice from 
Atherton is correct, then they would be the 
first section of the dairy producers to lead 
the revolt. No-one in his senses wants to get 
any section of the people, not even the dairy­
men, so m1gry as to act contrary to the 
interests of the country, particularly at this 
time, but we must give them a greater share 
of justice than they have recei\·cd. 

We should support the motion as originally 
framed and turn down the amendment. 

Mr. Collins: The amendment makes it 
more effective. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: The motion is suffi­
ciently effective. I can quite imagine the 
Prime Minister's action on receiving a resolu­
tion like this, together· with the extraneous 
matter contained in the amendment as affect­
ing supplies of wire-netting and other 
necessities. There is no occasion for the 
amendment. 

I do not believe in glVmg a subsidy on 
butter. The time has arrived when the price 
of all primary products must be such as to 
cover cost of production, otherwise we shall 
not get any. There is certainly a war on, 
and consequently every citizen is willing to 

make a great sacrifice and work harder and 
longer hours than hitherto, so long as we can 
win the war, but for goodness sake, do not 
ask our primary producers to work for 
nothing! 

I was very pleased to notice in to-day's 
press that this subject ;has been ventilated 
in the Federal Parliament. The position has 
become so serious that at a long last some­
one has been seized of its urgency, and has 
put the position so plainly before that Parlia­
ment that on a motion for the adjournment 
two hours were spent in discussing it. The 
Minister for Commerce, Mr. Scully, is 
reported as saying-

'' The Government's action would be 
actuated by a keen desire to do something 
for the dairying industry, not only of 
immediate benefit to farmers but also to 
ensure that the industry was placed on a 
sounder basis, particulaTly to meet post­
war vicissitudes.'' 

What we want to-day is action. That is what 
the motion seeks. The amendment is beside 
the question, therefore, and we should for­
ward the motion as it stands to the Fedeml 
Goyernment. 

Mr. Collins: My amendment asks for 
expeditious action. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: To-day is not the right 
time to move such an amendment. We must 
exert ourselves not only to maintain present 
primary production but. to increase it. I see 
a ray of light ahead for the industry, but I 
have seen it on so many occasions that I can 
hardly believe that relief is within our grasp. 
If the Commonwealth Government would only 
do something, and do it quickly, to arrest 
the deterioration that is taking place in the 
industry in this State, they would be doing 
something for the good not only of 
Queensland but of Australia. 

At 2.15 p.m., 

In acoordanee with Sessional Order, the 
Hottse proceeded with Government business. 

SUPPLY. 

COMMITTEE-FINANCIAL STATEMEN'r­
RESUJ\IPT'ION OF DEBATE. 

(The Chairm'an of Committees, Mr. Brassing­
ton, Fortitude Valley, in the chair.) 

Debate resumed from 30 September (see 
p. 412) on Mr. Cooper's motion-

'' That there be granted to His Majesty 
for the service of the year 1942-1943 a 
sum not exceeding £300 to defray the 
salary of the aide-de-camp to His 
Excellency the Governor.'' 

Mr. LUCKINS (Maree) (2.16 p.m.): I 
congratulate the Premier on his attainment 
to the very high office of Premier of the 
State of Queensland. There are difficult 
days ahead, and I was a little surprised that 
the former Premier went out of office so 
quietly without offering some explanation 
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for handing over in these difficult times the 
powers entrusted to him under the Premier­
ship of the State. It is regarded as right 
that every man should stand by his job in 
this difficult period, and one of the most 
important jobs in Australia is that of 
Premier of a State. As no explanation has 
been offered by the former Premier, we can 
only speculate as to the reason for his 
action. None has been publicly given. It 
may be that he resigned because of a long 
and difficult term, or it may have been for 
the purpose of allowing the next in seniority 
to take control. We do not know. There 
has been a rearrangement in the adminis­
tration of the affairs of the State, and like 
many others I am a little concerned as to 
the conditions that brought about this 
·Change. We are entitled to know from the 
ex-Premier his reasons for relinquishing 
his position, and, if possible, some explana­
tion should be given to the citizens of the 
State. 

I am concerned to a degree with the state 
of Queensland's financial affairs at present. 
These are very difficult times, and call for the 
best effort of every citizen to safeguard the 
things that vitally concern us and mean 
much to us in the future. A Premier to-day 
holds a very important job, but I feel sure 
that under the guidance of the present 
Premier Queensland will lose notking in com­
parison with the past 10 years. I take this 
opportunity of congratulating the former 
Premier upon making a very fine record of 
10 years' service. It falls to very few men 
in public life to hold such a responsibility 
for such a period. We can be proud of the 
fact that many men who have attained that 
·Office in the period since 1859 have given 
wonderful service to Queensland. My recol­
lection goes back to the time of the Kid­
ston Government. A very fine type of 
Premier was the late William Kidston. He 
represented Central Queensland, a.nd that 
part of the State owes much to his work. I 
have spoken previously of the development 
of Queensland from the angle of its Premiers 
and the electorates they represented in Par­
liament, and the Premiership having now been 
entrusted to the hon. member for Bremer, 
we can look forward to seeing Bl"isbane and 
Ipswich come in for their share of the 
development so much required in Queens­
land. 

A Government Member: That is paro­
chial. 

ltir. LUCKINS: It is not at all parochial. 
I know from recPnt developments that have 
occurred in this Parliament that North 
Queensland has rrceived a very fair share 
of the revenues d this State, and the dis­
trict of Brisbane elects 20 of the 62 repre­
sentatives of the people in this Parliament. 
The population of that area is one-third of 
the total populrtion of the State, and where 
the majority oi. the population are, there, 
too, are the majority of the taxpayers, and 
the taxpayers of this State are entitled to 
some consideration for the very heavy taxes 
they have been paying for the past 10 
years. 

I congratulate you, Mr. Brassington, on 
your attainment of the very important posi­
tion of Chairman of Committees. You have 
been long associated with this Parliament, 
and it is a fitting reward that you should 
be elected to that ,office. During my short 
experience of your administration I have 
noticed that you have been impartial, and I 
hope that you will long enjoy the high ofliee 
that you hold, for I am confident that you 
are capable of giving the service desired by 
both sides of the Committee. 

I was a little disappointed to see that the 
Treasurer is asking for an income of over 
£23,000,000 this year. When we realise that 
the total population of Queensland is only 
1,000,000 we must agree that it is imposing 
a heavy burden upon them to ask that they 
contribute £23,000,000 of their incomes to 
the State. It is essential that during these 
times we should forgo much of our develop­
ment in the interests of the Commonwealth 
Government's war effort, and it would have 
been a fine gesture on the part of the 
Treasurer if he had endeavoured to help the 
Commonwealth Government to finance this 
war effort by taking less out of the pockets 
of the taxpayers for Queensland's purposes. 
I am not in a position to offer any suggestions 
as to how the Treasurer could reduce his 
income, and if I did offer any I feel sure they 
would fall on deaf ears, but the door is wide 
open for that to be done, and the Prime 
Minister certainly would deeply appreciate 
any efforts on the part of the States to 
help him finance his war effort. 

The State is receiving £5,821,000 from the 
Commonwealth Government as recompense 
for the loss of revenue from income tax and 
State development tax. Queensland's debt is 
now £131,000,000, almost double what it was 
in 1932. 

The Treasurer: That is not true. 

ltlr. LUCKINS: The State's income has 
doubled. 

The Treasurer: That is different. 

Mr. LUCKINS: Taking such a high 
amount of taxation from the pockets of the 
people is not good government. In my 
opinion good government is giving the best 
possible service to the community at 
least possible cost to them. It is easy to 
map out an extravagant programme and to 
take unnecessary sum·s from the pockets of 
the people. The State development tax, 
which has been operating for so long in 
Queensland, has been a terrific and unjust 
tax, and it has weighed heavily upon the 
shoulders of the community, and has greatly 
retarded the progress of secondary indus­
tries. Queensland is suffering from 10 years 
of maladministration, during which that 
heavy and unjust tax was levied upon the 
people. I make so bold as to say the Opposi­
tion have been fighting for years to rehabili­
tate secondary industries in Queensland in 
that we have pointed out time and again 
that this unjust imposition has retarded the 
establishment and development of secondary 
industries here. I am not unmindful of the 

, fact that socialisation has played a prominent 
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part in the Labour Party's policy, as is 
shown by the introduction of Government 
and board control of many industries here, 
a control that has not been altogether satis­
factory. 

Secondary industries could employ and 
maintain a large number of employees in 
Queensland, and they should be encouraged 
in every way. It seems to me that the 
Government ha.ve been closing their eyes to 
the necessity for developing secondary indus­
tries hand in hand with primary industries. 
If secondary industries develop as primary 
industries develop prosperity is brought to a 
community and a State. Secondary indus­
tries have played a very prominent part in 
the development of Queensland, but they 
would have played an even greater part if 
they had been encouraged and helped by the 
present Government. 

I am amazed to see that part of the Labour 
Party's platform has been abandoned in the 
last few years. The Premier and the mem­
bers of the Cabinet have had their eyes 
opened and are returning to a moderate tempo 
of administration. 

There is no desire in Queensland to set up 
a socialistic State here, but hon. members 
opposite cannot deny that the socialisation 
of industry is part and parcel of Labour's 
platform. I counsel the Government to take 
stock of themselves, to formulate a new 
policy, and to forget entirely their old policy, 
which has been so largely responsible for the 
amassing of the public debt and the heaping up 
of the heavy burden of taxation, thereby dis­
couraging people from investing in secondary 
industries here. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: Queens­
land is the only State that did not increase 
taxation last year. 

1Ir. LUCKINS: Queensland is the highest 
taxed State in the Commonwealth. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: And 
has more to show for it, too. 

1\Ir. LUCKINS: With nothing to show 
for it. Queensland is the most neglected 
State in Australia from the viewpoint of 
development. Of course, it will be argued 
that it covers a vast area, that it has an 
extensive railway system, it ]Jas harbour and 
river facilities, it has its Sub-Department of 
:B'orestry, its Department of Agriculture and 
Btock, and other departments of State, but 
in view of the large amounts collected from 
the taxpayers in revenue, amounting to about 
£23 a head of the population annually, one 
would expect to sec something. I admit that 
Queensland is an extensive State, that a certain 
amount of development has taken place, and 
that the Government have spent large sums 
on the building of schools and other public 
buildings, but they could have done better 
and obtained better value for the money if 
they had a.dopted the system of private enter­
prise. I make no apology for advocating the 
co-operation of private enterprise, and I know 
that to-day it is the policy of the Govern­
ment to encourage private enterprise, which 
they damned in the past. I am very pleased 

that they have given warm consideration to 
that fine piece of private enterprise in 
Brisbane, the C1ty Electric Light Company 
Limited. On behalf of the citizens I com­
mend them for it and suggest that they should 
extend a similar consideration and encourage­
ment to other branches of private enterprise. 
The people of Queensland have contributed 
very generously to the Queensland Treasury, 
but I am satisfied that if private enterprise 
had been encouraged the Government would 
have been in a position to reduce taxation 
and at the same time allow the workers to 
enjoy even better working conditions then they 
have now. 

I make the claim that all is not well witlt 
the administration of the Labour Government, 
and to that I can ascribe two reasons-one, 
that they have been in power too long; and 
the other, that there are too many young men 
in the Govemment who are trying to get 
into administrative positions. I admire them 
for that. It is a matter that is agitating the 
minds of hon. members opposite to-day. The 
public are concerned, too. Although there 
have been changes in the administration, there 
has not been any change in the system of 
government over the past 20 to 30 years. The 
same syst.em operates very largely from one 
Parliament to another and from one party 
to another, but I think it is time that the 
new Premier took stock of himself and con­
sidered the possibility of starting virtually 
a new administration in Queensland. :My 
previous suggestion in this respect fell on 
very deaf ears. To-day, we have in Queens­
land 12 Cabinet Ministers, one without port­
folio, and that is taking a very heavy toll 
on the finances of the State. 

TJ1e Secretary for Pub1ic Lands: Your 
numbers are wroi\g again; it shows how 
loose yon are with figures. 

Mr. LUCKINS: How many are there? 

The Secretary for Public Lands: You do 
not know, and yon do not know what you are 
talking about. 

Mr. LUCKINS: Of course, I do not know 
what happened in caucus last night; the Par­
liamentary Labour Party may have reduced 
the number of Cabinet Ministers by one. How­
ever, I will make it 11 to be on the safe side. 
There may be others. The hon. member for 
Hamilton has suggested that there should he 
a Minister for Secondary Industries. 

1Ir. Pie: And so there should. 

Mr. LUCKINS: Then that would be 
another and soon the Cabinet would be so 
strong in numbers as to equal the Briti•h 
Cabinet. That does not speak well for 
administration in this State. 1\fy suggestion 
that eeonomy should be practised in the 
State's finances is worthy of consideration. 

There are other avenues in wl1ieh economy 
might be practised >Yith benefit to tl1f' war 
effort. \Ve are living in spartan times and 
should adjust our habits accordingly. That 
can only be done by practising frugality. 
It is our duty to help as much as in our 
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power to finance the war effort. A com­
mendable gesture might be made by the 
Ministers of the Crown who are now drawing 
very handsome salaries, and the hon. members 
also, wi:o are receiving £650 a year plus 
allowances. I make the suggestion in the 
interests of the Austerity Loan. We must, 
at every angle, help the Commonwealth 
Government in their war effort and I make no 
apology for saying that, because of John 
Curtin 's heavy responsibility he will have 
my support wherever possible. State Par­
liaments could heliJ that. effort by their good 
will, or friendly gestures, financially and in 
other ways. I would go so far as to advo­
cate the cutting down of our administrative 
costs. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: After 
the war your party will dwindle into insig­
nificance as regards numbers. 

Mr. L UCKINS: Our party will be in 
power after the war, notwithstanding the 
ramifications of the Labour Party. I have 
already told the hon. gentleman that his party 
have been in power too long, and that they 
do not appeal to the workers. I have occa­
sion to know that the workers think that 
the Government are out of step with their 
ideals, because they have not given them what 
they promised. I have arrived at that view 
as a result of the experience of many years. 

Let us take the Railway Department. I am 
sorry that the Minister for Transport is not 
in his place, because he might have been 
able to tell us something of the conditions 
prevailing in his department to-day. It is 
giving an excellent service-in fact, a won­
derful servic·&--but its plant has been so 
neglected that it will cost thousands and 
thousands of pounds to put it in proper repair. 
That is due to past failures to maintain it in 
first-class order. 'fhe Government have not, 
as has been pointed out from this side of the 
C11amber repeatedly, provided the amount 
necessary for renewals and replacements, 
which should have been set aside in a Trust 
Fund. That is a statutoq obligation, but it 
has not been honoured. Consequently, the 
plant and machinery of the department is in 
such a state of disrepair that one authority 
has said that if even the Premier cared to 
board locomotive he would find defects in it. 
'The rolling stock has also been neglected. It 
will take time and money to replace them. 

The workers in the railways are very much 
concerned at the neg~ect of the Government 
to make provision for those employees who 
were appointed in a temporary capacity some 
years ago. It is contended that these men 
should receive similar benefits to the per­
manent hands. As hon. members opposite have 
not replied, I tak;e it that they recognise that 
silence is golden and that they admit that 
men who have given years of service in a 
temporary capacity to the Railway Depart­
ment have never •enjoyed the privileges enjoyed 
by the permanent staff. We have heard it 
often stated that a standard of living has 
been sd up in the form of a basic wage to 
keep a man, his wife, and family, but has 
the Railway Department given that standard 
to its gatekeepers or to the attendants of 

the smaller stations between Brisbane and 
Sandgate~ 

iUr. Healy: They are all paid award 
rat•es. 

lUr. LUCKINS: They do not receive the 
basic wage. The Opposition is concerned 
witn their conditions and calls public attention 
to them. 

I think the railwaymen will remember the 
services they expected from the Labour 
Government and compare them with what 
they have received. I have previously called 
attention to many anomalies in this service 
and I expect that part at least of the Labour 
Party's platform will be adhered to. I remind 
hon. members about it again, because reitera­
tion may impress them with the sense of 
responsibility for carrying out their obliga­
tions. 

A Government Member: Your Party 
sacked 4,500. 

Mr. LUCKINS: We sacked nobody. The 
Labour Party have been in office for 10 
years and have given a small return for the 
high taxes that they have received from the 
public. The Moore Government had an 
income of £14 million and hon. members 
opposite have an income of £23 million, with 
practically no alternative but to waste the 
difference between the two sums. I know 
where the apparent waste has occurred, up 
to a point. Perhaps the Secretary for Labour 
and Industry will tell us what. happened to 
the workers on the dole. 

A Government M;embe•r: If you want a 
job, change the Government. 

Mr. LUCKINS: A change of Government 
is looming. Coming events cast their shadows 
before them and one is reminded of the old 
saying ''Get out, quick; there is going to be 
a catastrophe very soon.'' The ex-Premier has 
left the Party to take a remunerative job which 
I think carries £2,000 a year, and strangely 
enough he has increased the retiring age from 
65 to 70. Is it not easy to get this part of 
the policy of the Labour Party altered so as 
to' increase the retiring age from 65 to 70 
for the benefit of an ex-politician~ I should 
not mind if it were for a man who was in the 
sugar business and who had served his time 
in the industry even if he had been well­
rewarded for his services rendered during that 
period. We must be frank and. honest. I do 
not mind what the Government throw at me­
it is merely a question of how hard they 
throw it and how hard I throw it back. I 
do not want to fall out with any members on 
the Government side of the Committee. I am 
sure they are trying to do their duty very 
sincerely, but that effort does not convey 
much to the State of Queensland when we 
examine it from the point of view of pounds, 
shillings, and pence. 

I want to ask, if you will permit me, 
Mr. Brassington-and the Treasurer must be 
concerned with this action of his Government, 
because he was Treasurer at the time it 
occurred-and I hope we can examine the 
question without interjections or abuse. 
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A Government lliember: The attitude you 
are adopting does not help. (Government 
interjections.) 

Mr. LUCKINS: I am adopting the 
attitude I am prepm·ed to adnpt to satisfy my 
electors. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is indulging in too much argument across 
the Chamber. 

Mr. LUCKINS: I was speaking to the 
Treasurer and asking that it might be 
possible for him to answer this question in 
the interests of the community and the city 
of Brisbane. Will he tell the Committee why 
he gave permission to the Labour-controlled 
Brisbane City Council in 1937 and 1938 to 
lend to a wealthy shipping company the 
proceeds of a loan of· £90,000 for 40 years 
at the current rate on borrowed money at 
that time, and gave an extension of 40 years 
on top of that to secure the Newstead wharves 
for the benefit of the shareholders of the 
shipping company~ Will the Treasurer tell 
this Committee what induced him to sanction 
the lease of the old Town Hall premsies at 
less than the Council was receiving for it 
without paying the rates and taxes a free­
holder would pay on the £50,000 valuation of 
the land~ 

Why did he grant permission to the City 
Council to give a lease of those premises to 
H. B. Bonney, who has been controlling a 
private company in Queensland~ Why did he 
consent to the Brisbane City Council's lending 
that company £15,000 of the ratepayers' 
money free of interest for 30 years~ It calls 
for some explanation. I was once concerned 
with the development of Brisbane from the 
civic point of view, and now I am much con­
cerned with the development of Brisbane and 
Queensland from the State's point of view. 
These facts I have just enumerated came 
before the council and as an alderman repre­
senting a very large body of' ratepayers I 
was astounded that such proposals should 
have the hallmark of the Government of 
Queensland. We are entitled to an explana­
tion as to why the money was advanced or 
why the loan was condoned by a Labour 
Administration. I have no desire to go into 
any angle of the administration of the 
Brisbane City Council. I served on it for a 
number of years, but now l am: representing 
a very important division in the State Pm·lia­
ment and intend at least to examine every 
aspect of the Government's proposals. If 
they are in accordance with the best traditions 
of Parliament I will subscribe to them, but 
should I find lax administration of the laws 
of Queensland I will make my protest in 
this Chamber. 

I desire to help the Premier in his adminis­
tration, if I can. He has a very difficult job 
but he has plenty of money with which to 
carry out the job. As he has set out in his 
Financial Statement, he has £23,000,000, and 
I am pleased that he has enumerated many 
of the proposals on which he proposes to 
spend the money, but there is one that calls 
for an explanation from the hon. gertJeman. 
He has allocated approximately £285,000 f'or 

the building of workers' dwellings during the 
current financial year. I am concerned about 
workers' dwellings. If it is at all possible, 
every assistance should be given to those 
workers who wish to build their homes with 
Government help, and I am amazed that 
notwithstanding that the regulations under 
the National Security Act do not permit the 
erection of any building without the permis­
sion of the Federal Government a large sum 
of money has been ear-marked for this pur­
pose in the current year. I therefore ask 
the Treasurer how he proposes to spend on 
workers' dwellings the sum of £285,000 set 
out in his Budget. 

An Opposition Member: You cannot get 
a permit. 

Mr. LUCKINS: You cannot get material 
at all. It is to be put to use in our war 
effort and I am sure we agree with that 
principle. 

The sum of £1,563,000 has been transferred 
from the control of the Secretary for Labour 
and Industry to the Treasury to pay certain 
commitments on loans and exchange, I take 
it, but no details are given. 

The Secretary for Labour and Industry: 
We did some very fine work with it. 

lir. LUCKINS: We should like to know 
what work the Treasurer intends to do with 
the £1,500,000 he has taken from the hon. 
gentleman's department. It is a very large 
sum of money and we are entitled to ask 
how it is to be spent. When such a large 
sum of money was transferred from the 
Department of Labour and Industry the 
Minister in charge of that department should 
have at least asked what was intended to be 
done with it. Is he satisfied that it will now 
be spent in the interests of the taxpayers of 
queensland' 

The Secretary for Labour and Industry: 
You can rest assured that very fine work will 
be accomplished. 

lir. LUCKINS: We are entitled to know 
where every penny will be spent. 

The department controlling harbours and 
rivers is a very important one, but can any­
one tell me of a river or harbour that is in 
a more despicable, disgraceful state than the 
river approaches of Brisbane~ I made an 
effort, through the Brisbane City Council, 
to persuade the Government to clean up the 
old dilapidated wharves right at the front 
door of the city. Across the river at 
Kangaroo Point there are relics many years 
old, rotten wharves in a state of collapse, 
one of the most unsightly things that a 
visitor to the city could see, and no action 
is taken to clean them up. When the Depart­
ment of Harbours and Marine was approached 
we were told it was a matter for the Treasury 
Department to see that those wharves were 
shifted. Then we were told that the Govern­
ment had no power to compel shipping com­
panies, who o'vned the wharves originally, to 
shift them. 

Tlte Se,cretary for Public Lands: You 
were boosting private enterprise a while ago. 
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Mr· LUCKINS: That is. not private 
enterprise. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: Of 
course it is. 

Mr. LUCKINS: The removal of dilapi­
dated wharves from the banks of the Brisbane 
River is part and parcel of the work of the 
Department of Harbours and Marine. 

The Secretary for Public Lands : Who 
owns the wharves~ 

Mr. LUCKINS: The hon. gentleman knows 
that the Government, through the Depart­
ment of Harbours and Marine, have control 
of the river banks up to high-water mark. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: Who 
owns the wharves~ 

M:r. LUCKINS: The Government own 
them when they are on their land. A permit 
must be granted for the building of the 
wharves, but they automatically become the 
property of the State. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: Nothing 
of the sort. 

Mr. LUCKINS: If the Government have 
no power to compel someone to shift dilapi­
dated wharves, why can they not vote a 
certain amount of money to the Department 
of Harbours and Marine for the purpose of 
cleaning up the river, making it look present­
able, and so helping the city to acquire a 
dignity in conformity with that of other 
capital cities of the Commonwealth~ The 
Government have been too much concerned 
about other matters. I remember the time­
and I do not apologise for mentioning this 
-when the old Metropolitan Water and 
Sewerage Board operated under the Theodore 
Government. The operations of that board 
were a scandalous thing and constitute a 
black chapter in the history of Brisbane. 
Perhaps some hon. members wure not 
acquainted with the conditions prevailing 
then, when any man who was a member of 
the A.W.U., whether he was baker, butcher, 
or candlestick-maker, could, if he had a 
letter of introduction, get employment under 
the board on a scheme that cost nearly 
£8,000,000 or £9,000,000, which has not been 
completed, and which I am afraid will not 
be completed for many years to come. 

I am revealing these shortcomings of the 
Govemment, for I contend that they may 
rightly be blamed because they controlled the 
activities of boards and the Brisbane City 
Council. \Vhenever the Government desire to 
bring abont an alteration in the administra­
tion of the Brisbane City Council, they simply 
amend the law, and they did that a good many 
times during my service there, but despite 
all these alterations they have not yet hit 
upon the high ideal which will give the city 
of Brisbane a service that will be satis­
factory to both the taxpayers and the council. 
I hope that wise counsels will Jllrevaii in the 
near future with our Ministers. I have every 
confidence in the two new Ministers. They 
are young men who will be acquisitions to 
the State if they are trained in the right 

way. Certainly they have the experience of 
past years to guide them along the pathway 
of good administration. 

I desire to congratulate the hon. member 
for South Brisbane upon his promotion to 
ministeTial rank, because he represents a 
metropolitan area. In the past year, although 
the metropolitan area returns 20 memberf! 
to this Chamber, it has had only a very small 
say in the control of the destinies of the 
State. I congratulate South Brisbane upon 
acquiring a new dignity in having its repre­
sentative elected a Minister of the Crown. 

I cannot let this opportunity go by without 
thanking the Secretary for Public Instruction 
for what he has done and blaming a former 
Secretary for Publi<'j Instruction for neglect­
ing the State schools in the Maree electorate. 
In referring to a former Minister I do not 
speak of the present Secretary for Public 
Works, but of another Minister who was in 
office at the time when the former Premier 
introduced the National Education Co-ordina­
tion and the University of Queensland Acts 
Amendment Bill, when he might have been 
courteous enough to extend that privilege to 
the Minister. 

In accordance with the maxim, 1 1 An injury 
to one is the concern of all,'' we should like 
an explanation. However, I compliment the 
new Ministers on attaining to their positions 
and express the hope that they will be able 
to give good service to their departments. 

I am sorry that the Treasurer has left the 
Chamber because I wanted to refer to the 
American loan raised in J 921 and ~which had 
serious repercussions on the finanees of 
Queensland. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: The 
Treasurer has been called away to attf'nd a 
meeting. 

lUr. LUCKINS: I suppuse someone else 
on the other side of the Chamber can well 
take his place, because there are a number 
of Ministers there well versed in finance. 
Why did ex-Premier Thcodore go to America 
in 1921 for loan money at 7 per cent. when 
I believe he eould have raised it from Aus­
tralian investors if he had tried? 

Tl1e Secretary for Public Lands: The 
Philp-Cowley-Walsh delegation went to London 
and prevented Mr. Theodore from getting 
the money. 

Mr. LUCKINS: Any Government who 
allow themselves to become subservient to 
any financial institution have no right to 
call themselves a Government. Parliament 
is the highest authority in the land, and it 
],ad power to impose taxes and other condi­
tions without reference to any financial insti­
tution. The mere fact that :\[r. Theodore 
went to America is proof positive of the 
deplorable conditions that prevailed at the 
time. He refused to face the conditions in 
Queensland, he brushed them aside, he ignored 
Australia and England, and went to the 
American .Jews for money at 7 per <:>ent., 
canying a high rate of redemption payment. 
That is not the whole s.tory. 
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The Secretary for Public Lands: He is 
giving a good service to Australia to·day. 

Mr. LUCKINS: He is a good man, I will 
admit, one who has played his part in public 
life. I am only referring to the unfortunate 
c·onditions recorded in the history of the 
State. By his action he inflicted a great 
hardship upon the ratepayers of Brisbane. 
They were influenced by the Administration 
of the day, and in later years, for some 
unknown reason, they, too, sought £1 000,000 
1n America at 6 per cent. with the ex~rbitant 
redemption paym:ent of 4 per cent., or a total 
loan charge of 10 per cent. annually. It is 
n gool1 thing that we are now free of those 
shackles. I am glad to know that the 
American loan of £1,600,000 was recently 
funded by the Commonwealth Bank. We 
still have financial commitments in America, 
but I hope they will be deaned up as soon 
as possible. I am reminded that the exchange 
ci1arges of our American loans amounted to 
£545,000. That is an extraordinarily large 
sum, and, as a representative of the people, 
I am unable to understand how the exchange 
operates and who is responsible for it. 

Mr. Moorhouse: The Jews. 

Mr. LUCKINS: The combined efforts of 
the Commonwealth and State Governments, 
fortified by the Statute of Westminister, 
should be sufficient to remove those conditions 
immediately. Unless the exchange conditions 
l1ave been imposed by the State Government, 
the Commonwealth Government, or the British 
Government, there should be no place for 
them in our community, especially when we 
are asked to pay such heavy exchange charges 
on top of interest and redemption payments. 
The conditions have operated very harshly 
against our people. The interest and 
redemption payments have been a very heavy 
drain on them, and little or nothing was left 
out of the loan for the purpose contemplated 
when it was raised. However, I am pleased 
that the Treasurer was fortunate enough to 
make arrangements with the Commonwealth 
Bank to take over the America loan, which 
was repayable in 1956. 

Now, let me outline the commitments of 
the State for the ensui.ng financial year. 

I was very pleased to see that the Treasurer 
was able to make some provision for a certain 
amount of loan money. What does he propose 
to spBnd that money on~ I take it that the 
Commonwealth Government are finding all the 
money required for defence works executed 
by State Governments, and no avenue will be 
left in which the State can do developmental 
work. The sums that have been budgeted for 
under the various headings, which will pro· 
bably not be expended this year, may prove 
useful to the Government in the following 
financial year, which will be the election 
year. Will the Treasurer tell this Committee 
how he proposes to spend the £285,000 that 
has been allocated for constructing workers' 
dwellings~ Will he tell this Committee also 
how he proposes to spend the allocations for 
public works and improvements~ I believe it 
to be impossible for his Government to spend 

much money at all this financial year, parti­
cularly as man·nower is concentrated on war 
work. In all probability there will be sur­
pluses in many Government departments, 
particularly the Department of Public Instruc­
tion, due to the call-up of man-power. 

Mr. Nimmo: That will be kept for expen­
diture in the election year. 

~Ir. LUCKINS: The total unexpended 
expenditure will probably be considerable, and 
will be reserved for the following financial 
year for lavish spending in the hope of 
winning seats. 

The Secretary for Public Instruction: 
'l'hat is a nasty suggestion. 

Mr. LUCKINS: Unfortunately, it is true. 
I remember workers were sent into elec­
torates just prior to an election in the hope 
of giving Labour candidates the requisite 
majority. That will be very difficult of 
accomplishment in my district, at any ratP, 
as I am keeping a keen eye on all enrolments 
there. I have in my pocket a card that will 
be a valuable asset, not only to this State, 
but Australia also in time of an election. It 
is my national identit~ card. It entitles me 
as a citizen to certain privileges in this Com­
monwealth. It states my age, which is 
probably known to hon. members opposite. I 
believe they have informed themselves aa to 
my personal history-where and when I was 
born-and have even gone to the trouble of 
finding out where I was married. 

Mr. Power: You made a botch of your 
business. 

Mr. LUCKINS: I made a loss in business, 
and hon. members probably know how many 
times I have been to the Brisbane City 
CounciL 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

~Ir. LUCKINS: I expected all these 
things. I make no endeavour whatsoever to 
inquire about the antecedents of any hon. 
member opposite.. I take a man at his face 
value. I admire him for his devotion to duty, 
or how he lives privately. I always wish my 
fellows the best that is possible. The identity 
card I spoke of will play a very important 
part in the Ithaca by-election. I suggest to 
the Attorney-General, who administers the 
law relating to electoral registration, that 
no person be permitted to exercise the 
franchise unless he or she produces this 
identity card. I am sure he will thank me 
for this suggestion, as it will make for a 
cle:m roll. It will afford a wonderful oppor· 
tnnity of identifying each elector when 
exercising the franchise. It is a method that 
appeals to me, because in the past we have 
heard much about roll-stuffing and similar 
happenings at eleetion time. 

Tile Secretary for Public Lands: They 
tell me you would have lost your seat last 
election if that had been done. 

lUr. LUCKINS: I should have been 
elected by a bigger majority. I was told that 
names were put on the roll for my electorate 
at the last election in order to try to defeat 
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me, in the interest of democracy. However, 
that was not. successful. The production of 
identity cards will give full effect to the 
principle of one man, one vote, the founda· 
tion of democracy. We shall then know 
whether there are 400 or 500 dud voters in 
an electorate containing 8,000 or 10,000 
voters, and if they played an important part 
in the results of previous elections. 

In conclusion I wish each of the Ministers 
the best, as the saying is. I know that 
during the session we shall haYe an oppor­
tunity of debating the departmental esti­
mates. I should like to speak on one or two 
subjects, particularly the unfortunate people 
who were imprisoned in the lazaret at Peel 
Island. Some of these were fortunate enough 
to come out cured, and I ask the Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs whether he 
would consider granting them a State pension 
in lieu of what they have lost during their 
sojoum on Peel Island. Some of them 
were on the island for a time, and 
either did not have the disease wl1en they 
went there or became cured and were dis­
charged for that reason. I comnl'end that 
suggestion to the Secretary for Health and 
Home Affairs. It may be possible, in view 
of their loss and suffering, to grant them a 
State pension to make conditions a little 
happier for them. 

I shall deal with other matters when the 
time arrives, and I hope that what I say, 
which will be in the interests of the corn· 
munity and for the benefit of the taxpayers, 
will be noted by the Ministers concerned. 

Mr. POWER (Baroona) (3.11 JY.m.): At 
the outset I want to say that I regret very 
much that the hon. member for Maree should 
have made an attack by innuendo on the 
ex-Premier during his absence. That is the 
usual type of attack indulged in by hon. mem­
bers of the Opposition. They wait until the 
ex-Premier is out of the Chamber to make 
rem'arks that are not in accordance with 
fact. I want to assure the hon. member for 
Maree that the Labour caucus did not do 
with the ex-Premier as the Tory Party at 
Canberra did with Mr. Menzies. We are able 
to control our own destiny without the sup­
port or advice from hon. members of the 
Opposition. 

I regret very much that the ex- Premier 
saw fit to give up the position of Premier 
of this State. Even his most bitter oppo­
nent must appreciate the fact that he has 
done wonderful work on behalf, not only 
of Queensland, but of Australia. It must 
be well remembered that when he attended 
a meeting of the Loan Council after he 
became Premier, the whole of Australia was 
in the throes of depression, and the result 
of the amendment he then moved was to 
change the whole com'plexion of the Loan 
Council and alter the views of its members, 
and consequently money was made available, 
not only for Queensland but for every State 
in Australia, and from that day onwards 
Queensland and Australia have progressed. 
I think the words of Henry Longfellow could 

be appropriately quoted of the ho:n, 
gentleman-

'' Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime 
And, departing, leave behind u~ 
l<'ootprints on the sands of time.'' 

Those words can be used of a man who has 
done so m'nch for Queensland and Australia 
in general as the ex-Premier. 

I also desire to offer my congratulations to 
the hon. member for Brem·er on his eleva­
tion to the Premiership of this State. fie 
has given many years of service to the 
Labour movement, and has all the qualifica­
tions, and is temperamentally fitted for the 
high and important office to which the mem­
bers of the Labour Party recently elected 
him. 

To the hon. member for South Brisbane I 
offer my congratulations on his eleYation to 
the Ministry. The new Secretary for Mines 
has been a member of the Labour movement 
for a long tinl'e, and has won his spurs in 
this Chamber. I prophesy that he >\"ill go 
far in the Labour movement, in view of his 
honesty of purpose and his firm desire to do 
all he possibly can, not in the interests of 
any section of the community, but on behalf 
of the people as a whole. On many occa­
sions the hon. member for South Brisbane 
ran close to Cabinet rank, but eventually, to 
use a colloquialism, he landed a vacancy that 
he well deserves. 

To you, Mr. Brassington, I offer my con­
gratulations on your elevation to the Chair. 
I think you are the only member of the 
Labour Party who was in opposition in the 
years 1929 to 1932 who has not attained 
Cabinet rank. However, you have eventual1y 
got out of the rut as a l'esult of vour work 
and ability, and I feel sure that all vour 
decisions as Chairman of Committees will be 
governed not by the party point of view, but 
by your sense of fairness and the Standing 
Orders. 

The Treasurer, as the result of careful 
control of finances, was able to increase the 
smplus last year and to forecast a surplus 
for the current year. The Opposition 
appeared to be somewhat annoyed because 
the Labour Party has been able to show 
surpluses for a number of years. As I have 
said previously, finance is the test of govern­
ment, and as the finances were mishandled­
I use that word deliberately-by hon. members 
of the Opposition between the years 1929 and 
1932, it shows that they were incompetent to 
control the affairs of this vast State. Each 
vear, as a result of their policy, the position 
became worse. 

Mr. necker: What about 1932 to 1938? 

l:rfr. POWER: The conditions that 
existed then were the result of the unholy 
mess in which the Labour Party found the 
finances of the State. It took them six years, 
by a gradual process of elimination, to exb:i­
cate Queensland from the position in which 
they found her as a result of the three years 
of Tory administration. 
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The Opposition, I repeat, appear to be 
annoyed because the Labour Party have been 
able to show a surplus. That surplus has not 
been brought about by the policy recom­
mended by their opponents who have sug­
gested we should curtail expenditure, and 
reduce social services. On no occasion have 
they said in what section of governmental 
expenditure these savings should be made. 
They make the bald statement that there 
should be less spending and less develop­
ment. Did they really think we would 
continue the policy adopted by them 
over a number of years, dismissal of 
employees, reduction of allowances to widows 
and orphans, and the throwing out of employ­
ment of thousands of men, reduction in the 
allowances for educational scholarships, and 
the taxing of washerwomen~ Some m:ay 
accuse me of indulging in tedious repetition, 
but the public may forget some of the actions 
of the Opposition. They are not _likely .to 
do so whilst I am a member of this Parha­
;nent. The younger generation, who then 
had, no vote, should realise the political 
calibre <>f the Opposition and understand 
what they would do if they ever again 
attained control of the Treasury benches. 
In their period of office industrial conditions 
did not exist in Queensland, as industrial 
awards were cancelled and industria! 
inspectors were transferred to places in the 
Never Never in which they could be of no 
value and a large number were dismissed. 
If the Opposition have any constructive ideas 
for the careful control of the finances, I am 
sore the Treasurer will be willing to accept 
their recommendations. 

An analysis of the Budget discloses that 
with one or two exceptions amounts have 
come very ' close to the estimates of the 
Treasurer. Certainly there has been an 
increase in the Railway Department, but there 
has also been an increased revenue, owing to 
circumstances over which the Government 
have no control and which are the result of 
the war. There was a siight increase in 
the income-tax collections. That is because 
there were more people in employment and 
thus within the ambit of taxation. The 
Budget has been framed not for the wasteful 
Bxpenditure of public money, but on a war­
time basis. Provision has been made to meet 
any situation that may arise in connection 
with the war. A good deal of valuable work 
has been done by the Minister in Charge of 
Civil Defence. The Commonwealth Govem­
ment decided not to accept responsibility for 
civil defence but to put it on the State 
Governments. 

Let us analyse what has been done by the 
Minister in charge of this' important task. 
We know that the establishment of A.R.P. 
organisations in all parts of Queensland and 
the obtaining of equipment for them has 
Bntailed a good deal of expense. This Govern­
ment have had to make available money to 
provide the various things required by air­
raid ward<ens and all members of the other 
~ections of the civil-defence organisation. 
This morning, the hon. member for Wynnum 
asked a ridiculous question when he inquired 
when the Government were going to make 

available to every A.R.P. warden all the 
requirements for civil-defence purposes. 

At 3.22 p.m., 

Mr. MANN (Brisbane) relieved the Chair­
man in the <>Jro.~ir. 

Mr. POWER: The hon. member should 
realise that there is at present a serious 
shortage of material, but, nevertheless, every 
effort it is humanly possible to make is being 
made by the Minister in charge of civil 
defence to obtain all the things that are 
essential to the civil-defence organisation. It 
seems to be the opinion of the hon. member 
for Wynnum that all one needs to do to 
establish an effective civil-defence organisa­
tion i~ to put on a helmet, arm bands, and 
respirator and then walk round blowing a 
whistle and clearing people off the streets. A 
great deal more than that is involved. Hos­
pitals have to be provided, and it is interest­
ing to note here that the Opposition have 
openly condemned the Queensland Govern­
ment's policy of districting hospitals and 
raising their standard of efficiency. Almost 
every session the hon. member for Fassifern 
raises the hardy annual of the heavy precepts 
levied upon local authorities for the upkeep 
of hospitals. The value of the Government's 
hospital policy will be appreciated in Queens­
land in that should anything happen here we 
shall not be caught with no place in which 
to treat our wounded soldiers and civilians. 
All necessary hospital facilities have been 
provided and first-aid posts have been estab­
lished throughout the length and breadth of 
the State. This all requires money. 

Then, vast sums have been made available 
to the fire brigades and to local authorit,ies 
in many parts of Queensland for the purpose 
of perfecting civil-defence organisations in 
the country. Our Minister in charge of this 
work even went so far as to have legislation 
passed to provide compensation for injury 
sustained by civil-defence workers as a result 
of enemy action or whilst going to or from 
places of training. Of course, that legisla­
tion is of no value now, because the Com­
monwealth Government have stepped in and 
superseded it by an Act of theirs, but while 
we were waiting for something to be done by 
them, ·our Minister took steps to make some 
provision for civil-defence workers who might 
be injured. 

Let us deal now with the defence of Queens­
land. We are engaged in a war that is not 
of our own making, and every effort must be 
made, not only by this Government but by 
every member of the community, to see that 
the defence of the country is built up in such 
a way that we shall be able to repel an 
attack, should it come, and to guard against 
our being in the same unhappy position as 
our gallant young men were at Singapore and 
Malaya. As a result of lack of policy on 
the part of the Tory Federal Government in 
Australia in the early stages, at a time when 
Senator Foll returned from Singapore and 
Malaya, after having had a holiday, and said, 
''All is well; Singapore will never fall,'' the 
cream of Australia's manhood was lost to 
us in defending that place and sadness was 



Supply. [1 OcToBER.] Supply. 433 

brought to many homes not only in Queensland 
but througitout the Commonwealth. 

The defeaee of Queensland is not the 
responsibility of the State Government, but 
we are co-operating with the Commonwealth 
Government h every possible way for that 
purpose. Immediately upon the outbreak of 
war the former Premier, the Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, informed the national Government 
that the whole of the resources of Queensland 
were available to the Commonwealth Govern­
ment for the de:"ence of Australia. Experts 
were sent from the South to Queensland to 
investigate the facilities that were available 
to train young m-en to become artisans so 
that they could take part in the manufacture 
of munitions, and after making investiga­
tion at public expense, these so-called experts 
reported to the Commonwealth Government 
that Queensland could train eight young men 
as artisans for munition-making. It was a 
scandalous report, and I believe that those 
concerned did not go outside Brisbane in 
their investigations. The Secretary for 
Public Works, the Hon. H. A. Bruce, who 
was in charge of the administration of the 
Apprenticeship Committee in Queensland, had 
made facilities available at the Technical 
College for the training of a number of 
youths, and to-day a large number are being 
trained and being paid the basic wage during 
their period of training. Upon completing 
their training they are sent to the Ipswich 
railway workshops and to private munitions 
factories throughout Queensland. That is 
splendid work. The experts sent from 
Victoria on behalf of the Commonwealth 
Government to investigate the facilities here 
reported that eight could be trained in this 
State, but the State Government have b<Jen 
able to train hundreds under the benevolent 
guidance of the Secretary for Public Works. 

Let us examine the Budget to see how some 
Qf the revenue is to be spent during the year. 
A sum of £218,300 will be spent on defence 
work to be carried out by the Queensland 
Governm:ent. Apparently hon. members oppo­
site are of the opinion that only the Common­
wealth Government are spending money on 
defence in Queensland. I have no desire to 
detract from the splendid record of the 
present Commonwealth Government in this 
respect. Jack Curtin and his Government 
have done a wonderful job in the interests 
of the defence of Australia. I go so far as 
to say that had it not been for the action 
Qf Jack Curtin and his Government I believe 
the Japanese would have over-run Australia 
long ere this. The previous Tory Federal 
Government had no constructive proposal to 
offer for the defence of Australia, and under 
their control Australia was likely to meet the 
same fate as Singapore. Fortunately, there 
was a change of Government. 

Mr. Nimmo: And if there had not been 
a change of Government--

Mr. POWER: The sooner the people 
decide to change the parliamentary represen­
tive for the Oxley electorate the better it will 
be, because he defames the State on every 
possible occasion. 

Let me return to my study of the proposed 
expenditure of public funds during the ensuing 
year. An amount of £698,410 is to be spent 
on strategic roads. Everybody knows what 
their value will be. We a.ll know that most 
farming implements and road-making plant 
have been taken over for defence purposes. I 
know that the Allied Works Council has taken 
over most of the road-making plant belonging 
to the Brisbane City Council, and that it is 
now being used for roadmaking in various 
parts of the State. Officers of the Main Roads 
Commission, an instrumentality under the 
control of the State Government, have been 
placed in charge of the work, and this is 
convincing proof that the Commonwealth 
Government have confidence in their ability. 

In addition to the amount to be spent by 
the Commonwealth on strategic roads, a 
further sum of £690,110 is to be spent. An 
amount of £671,470 is to be spent on railways 
and rolling stock. I think it was the hon. 
member for Maree who said that the Queens­
land rolling stock was in a deplorable condi­
tion, and that something should be done about 
it, but I should like to remind him and his 
colleagues on the other side of the Chamber 
that between 1929 and 1932 the Commissioner 
for Railways presented a certificate to the 
effect that the railway rolling stock was in a 
good condition. What was the position when 
Labour took over at a later date~ The 
railway rolling stock was in a deplorable state 
and the people can thank God that the Moore 
Government were not in control of the depart­
ment when war broke out, because if they 
had been we should not have been able to 
move one-twentieth part of the soldiers and 
foodstuffs that were taken to various parts 
of Queensland. Much has been done to 
improve the rolling stock, but much more 
remains to be done, because of the continuous 
strain upon it consequent upon the incessant 
heavy haulages. The Minister for Transport 
has made arrangements whereby much of the 
rolling stock that previously went to the 
Ipswich railway workshops for repair can 
now be repaired at the Normanby railway 
yards. 

A large amount of repairs has also been 
undertaken at Mayne Junction. As a result, 
there has been a general improvement in 
locomotives, but notwithstanding all this work, 
we are aware that their condition is not 
perfect. We also know that this State was 
able to send locomotives to other parts of 
Australia to be used advantageously in the 
interests of defence. 

Shipbuilding and port facilities have also 
been provided. In times of war it is very 
necessary -to have means to repair ships 
damaged by enemy action. These have been 
provided as a result of recommendations made 
by the Government to the Commonwealth 
Government. It was previously suggested that 
this work could not be accomplished in 
Queensland, and it was only as a result of 
the persistent advocacy by the ex-Premier and 
the Treasurer at meetings of the Loan Council 
that it was eventually agreed that this impor­
tant undertaking could be constructed here. 
The Government are finding a considerable 
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amount of the required money, the Common­
wealth Government the balance. Such a provi­
sion will serve a twofold purpose. It will not 
only enable repairs to be expeditiously exe­
cuted when required by units of our navy, 
but in peace-time it will provide a facility 
to repair ships in Queensland that did not 
previously exist. This, to some degree, will 
relieve unemployment should it ever occur 
here again. 

Cotton is a vital commodity in our war 
effort. We all know what the Government 
have done to stimulate the growing of cotton 
in the Home Hill and Ayr districts in the 
Bowen electorate and how sugar-growers were 
induced to change to cotton-growing. The 
Government expended £169,536 last year to 
stimulate the cotton industry in this State. 
That is proof again that the Government are 
willing to help an industry of any value to 
becom~ established. They will not give assis­
tance to any wild-cat scheme that will benefit 
an individual or section of individuals, but 
any proposal that is proved to be sound and 
will give a stimulus to industry will be 
assisted financially by the Government, so 
long as it is in the interests· of the nation, 
not the individual. The Bureau of Industry 
was appointed some time ago to investigate 
any such proposal. Quite a. number of investi­
gations were made and as a result financial 
assistance was given that enabled a number 
of industries to become established. 

The Government also expended £629,500 for 
air-raid precautions and civil-defence work 
for the year ending 30 June last. I have 
already dealt with the effective action the 
Government took to protect lives and property, 
and I do not propose to repeat my statements. 
Suffice it to say that as problems arise in 
connection with civil defence they will be 
handled by the Secretary for Health and 
Home Affairs, who is competent to do so. 
He will see that the civil-defence matters, so 
far as this State is concerned, are what they 
should be. 

I now wish to deal with another matter that 
has been raised by Opposition hon. members. 
I did not think when I spoke some time ago 
about the price of onions that so much noise 
would have occurred. I said onions were being 
sold for £49 a ton or 1s. 4d. a lb. I am 
glad to know that as a result of my action 
the Commonwealth P'rice-fixing Commissioner 
saw fit to take action. I do not agree with 
all he has done. There has been discrimina­
tion. The price should not be lower in one 
State than another. I believe also that a·ssist­
ance should be given to the primary industry. 
I go further and say that the question of 
distribution of our primary procl~1ce should 
'receive attention with a view to eliminating 
the middleman altogether. If the producer 
was able to supply direct to the consumer, 
then he would get not only what he is now 
receiving for his product but at least one­
half of the rake-off that is taken from him 
by the middleman. It is because of the middle­
man that the producer is not receiving a 
just price to-day for his products. The 
Government cannot be blamed for that. A 
committee should be appointed to investigate 

the matter and make a recommeuiation on 
the marketing and distributing rf primary 
products. This would enable hon. members to 
give consideration to the subject and see to 
it that the farmer obtains what J.e is entitled 
to get for his product, just as che worker is 
entitled to the full value of his labour. 

Mr. lUuller: Would you favour a system 
of co-operative distributors~ 

Mr. POWER: I should like to see such 
a proposal before venturing an opinion upon 
it. I am not going to tumble into any trap of 
that sort. 

Some time ago I referred in the House to 
the price of tea. I said I had in my 
possession a docket showing that 1s. 1d. was 
charged for a quarter of a pound of tea. 
Mr. Sweetman, of the Retail Grocers' Asso­
ciation, saw fit to rush into print and tackle 
me on the matter. I challenged Mr. Sweet­
man to meet me and said I would produce 
that docket, . which I still have in my 
possession. Mr. Lindsey, the Commissioner 
of Prices, also "had a go" at me in connec­
tion with it. I asked Mr. Lindsey why he 
did not reply to my complaint, which was 
made six months ago. He came out with a 
lot of tripe, and asked why, if people were 
overcharged, they did not produce their 
dockets to him. I had already given him the 
name of the firm and the docket. Can he 
tell me how many outside storekeepers give 
a purchaser a dockeU Very, very few. 

I suggest that there should be a better 
method of policing price-fixing than there 
is. The ''Queensland Shopkeepers' Journal'' 
has this to say-

" Is Price Control Effective~ 

''What a question to ask a storekeeper f 
Yet Mr. W. Power, M.L.A., must have 
walked along George street and seen tea 
advertised at 2s. 9td. per lb .... '' 

I never discussed the price of tea at 2s. 9d., 
and I am not in the habit of going into· 
cheap-jack shops at a.ny time-I do not even 
visit the Cash and Carry. I have dealt with 
a well-established grocer for 19 years, and 
when he sold his business I transferred to the 
other man, and all my comn1odities are 
delivered to my door, They are not going 
to get away with it by trying to mislead 
the public. The price was 1s. 1d. for a 
quarter of a pound of tea. I challenge this 
journal and the editor of it to come forward 
and give me the opportunity to produce the 
docket. I have no desire to name the firm 
concerned-it was a very big firm in Queen 
street. I maintain there must be a better 
method of policing it. The proper way to 
police prices is for the storekeepers to place 
in a conspicuous place in every store the 
prices of the various commodities, and then 
the people can police them themselves. I 
know it is not possible to have a staff of 
men going round from shop to shop policing 
prices. There are many decent store­
keepers; I do not suggest all storekeepers 
are rogues and thieves. This journal would 
have been better advised if it commended 
me for exposing what had been done. 
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We did not see any complaint by the 
journal against the storekeeper in my elec­
torate who sold cockroaches' eggs and legs 
in tea and was fined £10 for it. But we did 
see in it a condemnation of me for exposing 
the tactics of some of these people. This 
storekeeper sold some loose tea. A woman 
went into his shop and bought the loose tea 
-I forget what price she paid-and when 
it was analysed it contained cockroaches' 
bodies, eggs, and legs. When the inspectors 
went round to the store with the woman who 
had made the complaint the storekeeper said, 
''I have no tea.'' She said, ''Oh, yes, you 
have; it is in that tin up there.'' When 
the tea was analysed that was what was 
found, but there was no word of condemna­
tion of that person; but there was an attempt 
to belittle me because I took the oppor­
tunity of complaining of what was done as 
a result of price-fixing. 

Let me go further. Take the case of milk. 
This is a glaring instance. The Metropoli­
tan Milk Supply Company is allowed to 
charge a halfpenny on half a pint 
and a halfpenny on a pint of pasteurised 
milk above any other vendor in Queensland. 
Why the discrimination by Mr. Lindsey~ 
Why did he say to these people, "You can 
charge a halfpenny more on half a pint aud 
a halfpenny more on a pint of pasteurised 
milk'' and give no increase to others~ The 
:argument is that they do not charge it for 
over a pint. What working man can afford 
to buy more than a pinU It is only the 
people who have plenty of money who buy 
a quart, and they do not pay that extra 
amount. I want to know on what ground 
Mr. Lindsey gives preference to one section 
of the community. Moreover-and this 
snould interest hon. members opposite-the 
vendor who buys the milk from the Metro­
politan Milk Company is not allowed to pass 
on the price to the consumer. The Metro­
politan Milk Company is getting a rake-off 
of a halfpenny on every half-pint bottle 
and every pint bottle as against every other 
milk distributor in Queensland. Why~ Now 
Mr. Lindsey has been asked by the vendors 
to explain why that increase has been given, 
yet Mr. Lindsey remains silent. 

I ask Mr. Lindsey another question. Why 
is the price of beef dearer in Esk than in 
Brisbane~ 

Mr. Muller: Who appointed him? 

lUr. POWER: I did not. I can assure 
the hon. member of that. I am not guilty. 

A large number of cattle come from Esk 
and a large quantity of the beef sold at the 
abattoir comes from that district, but the 
price of beef at Esk is much higher than in 
Brisbane, despite the transportation cost from 
Esk to Brisbane. On what does Mr. Lindsey 
base his figures? 

lUr. Nicklin: Is that the actual price at 
Esk or the fixed price at Esk ~ 

}Ir. POWER: The fixed price at Esk 
is higher than the fixed price in Brisbane. 
Why is this f There needs to be a proper 
overhaul of price-fixing. I go even further 

and say that there should be a committee to 
deal with price-fixing, such committee to 
include a representative of the producer and 
of the consumer. Price-fixing should not be 
left in the hands of one man. 

Mr. Y eates: Come over here. 

Mr. POWER: You come over here. I 
will convert you. You cannot convert me. 

Some time ago I asked a question in tllis 
Chamber with regard to methylated spirits­
as to why I could buy it in 2-gallon lots from 
Exton and Company at 2s. 3d. a gallon, 
whereas I was charged 4s. 3d. for 2-gallon 
lots at Geo. Gough and Sons. The reply of Mr. 
Lindsey, through the Secretary for Labour and 
Industry, was that Exton and Company bought 
it in large quantities. That is not the point. 
It is a matter of fixing the correct price. We 
know that people are being taken down from 
day to day as a result of price-fixing. Why, 
even the prices shown in the ''Queensland 
Storekeepers' Journal,'' which makes an 
attack on me because I am doing what I 
think to be right in the interests of the 
people, are not right. Matches are listed at 
ls. a dozen, but I could not buy them at that 
price from advertisers in this paper. Show­
ing matches at ls. a dozen is misleading the 
public. 

An Opposition Member: They have risen 
lately. 

Mr. POWER: This issue of the journal 
is dated 12 September. A committee should 
be appointed to go into the whole question of 
price-fixing. A thorough investigation is long 
overdue. I have no primary producers in my 
electorate, but I realise that it is important 
that their interests should be cared for. I 
also realise that if we lose men from the 
land the city people will be affected. We 
want all the foodstuffs we can get to help us 
in our war effort, and some consideration 
should be given to the primary producers. I 
also realise that it is important that we 
should ha,ve secondary industries. The two 
classes of industry are interwoven; the man 
in the city cannot live without the man in 
the country, and vice versa. If something is 
not done in this matter there will be serious 
trouble. In conclusion, I invite Mr. Lindsey 
to reply to my correspondence. I can assure 
him I am not out to condemn the storekeepers 
but suggest that he at least compel store­
keepers to display a price list in a prominent 
place in their shops so that the public can 
police prices themselves. 

The State Government Insurance Office has 
done much very valuable work of paramount 
importance to the people anc1, in a number 
of instances, has been responsible for a reduc­
tion of premiums. I want the Minister in 
charge of the office to take some action in 
connection with the settlement of claims for 
worker's compensation. Recently, I had to 
take up with the Insurance Commissioner the 
case of a man who was waiting six weeks 
without finality. Another claimant has been 
waiting a like period. Certainly, there is a 
shortage of staff everywhere, but I ask how 
a man who has to wait six weeks for his 
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compensation money without any other 
resources is going to live in that period~ I 
suggest that the Treasurer ask the Insurance 
Commissioner to put those men who have been 
selling insurance for a number of years on 
the job of investigating these claims. A 
number of men have been selling insurance for 
this office and we know that at the present 
time, on account of rest.ricted activities as a 
result of the war, it is difficult to get new 
policy-holders, and the inspectors could be 
used to investigate claims. 

Much has been said about man-power and 
the military authorities. I agree with many 
of the remarks that have been made. A 
number of industries are closing down because 
of the shortage of man-power, but I must be 
fair to those controlling man-power and the 
military authorities. I have had a consider­
able number of dealings with both. 

I have always received the utmost courtesy 
and consideration when I have had to submit 
any matters to the military authorities. 
There have been times when I have had to 
submit a number of matters to them on 
behalf of the people of my electorate who 
were seeking extensions of time within which 
to report to their various units, and those 
representations have been met with the utmost 
courtesy at all times. I have received the 
same treatment at the Man·power Office. We 
know that certain industries are not essential 
industries, but I do not think we should 
close down all of them:. At least the key 
men should be left so that when the war is 
over there will still be the nucleus of the 
business upon which it can be re-established. 
I believe that greater preference has been 
given to other States than to Queensland under 
the policy adopted by the man-power autho­
rities, and this has meant the closing down 
of a number of industries here, whilst 
similar undertakings in the other States are 
flourishing. I do want to say, however, that 
I have received the utmost courtesy and help 
from those people who control lioth the 
activities to which I have referred. 

The hon. member for Maree spoke about 
the Brisbane City Council and what was done 
by it under Labour administration. Quite 
recently there was an advertisement in the 
Press calling tenders for a new lease of a 
skating rink, the lease of which had expired. 
An offer of increased rental over that 
paid by the previous holder of the lease was 
made, and, in accordance with its policy, the 
council agreed to accept the offer of the 
highest tenderer. That is good, sound busi­
ness, but let me draw the attention of the 
Committee to the other side of the picture. 
Quite recently the lessees of the Trocadero 
applied for the cancellation of their existing 
lease and the granting of a further lease for 
a period of three years, and they m:ade certain 
proposals to the council under which they 
would pay an increased rental and put down 
a new floor in the building. The council 
agreed to the proposal, cancelled the old 
lease, and issued a new one, but I say tnat 
it was not right for them to cancel the exist­
ing lease and give preference to the present 
kssees of the Trocadero. Tenders shoultl 
have been called, and, having some knowledge 

of the number of people who attend the 
Tro<·adero, I venture to say that had tenders 
been called there would have been a much 
different story to tell to·day and the present 
lessees would not have been there. The 
council, which is the trustee of public moneys, 
did wrong in granting that new lease without 
calling tenders. 

But that is not the first occasion on which 
the council has done this kind of thing. If 
one cares to peruse the reports of the Finance 
Committee from week to week one will find 
that applications are made by various persons 
for reductions of rentals, and the Finance 
Committee has recommended that they be 
reduced. The point I wish to make is that 
tenders are called for the leases then higher 
prices are offered, the then lessees are turned 
out, and the new people carry on for a short 
while and then make application for a reduc­
tion of rental, which is granted. These are 
all matters that this Government have a right 
and responsibility to investigate, and they 
should veto all such actions. 

The Opposition are concerned about con­
serving money and handing moneys back to 
the people in order that they might invest 
it in war loans, but let me draw the attention 
of the Committee to the fact that the Labour 
council, under the policy adopted by this 
Government, was enabled to raise certain 
moneys, because loan funds were not avail­
able, by imposing an emergency rate. The 
goods for which the money was raised were 
paid for and the Chandler Administration 
promised the people that they would reduce 
the rates, but, because of its failure to honour 
that promise, that Administration now enjoys 
extra revenue to the tune of approximately 
£330,000. 

We find, further, that the council has a 
surplus of £110,000, which equals just about 
ld. in the £1. That being so, why did the 
Chandler Administration not make any reduc­
tion in the rates W 

ThE' hon. member for Maree complained 
that the sewerage system has not been com­
pleted, but I remind him that the Jones 
Administration completed more miles of 
sewerage in 12 months thnn was constructed 
during the whole of the period for which 
anti·Labour Administrations were in controi 
of the Brisbane City Council. Further, the 
members of the political party to which the 
hon. member belongs compelled men to work 
in the sewers for £3 a week, whereas the 
Labour Administration paid those men £5 Is. 
a week, giving them award rates and condi­
tions. 

Jir. Lnckins interjected. 

lUr. POWER: I am giving the hon. mem-
ber his dose of castor oil. He may not 
like it, but he will have to take it. 

I believe that the services of hon. mem­
bers could be used to a greater extent by 
serving on committees relating to the war 
effort, and I suggest that the Government 
give consideration to the suggestion. There 
are many ways in which our services could 
be used. We attend to A.R.P. activities 
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in our respective districts, but there are 
other ways in which our services eould be 
used. I hope that Cabinet will give the 
matter consideration. , 

The hon. member for Maree complained 
that when Mr. Theodore was Premier of 
Queensland he went to America and bor­
rowed money at a high rate of interest, but 
the hon. member knows as well as anyone 
else why Mr. Theodore went to America. 
He knows that at that tim'e the Govern­
ment proposed to take over the Brisbane 
tr~mways, which were being conducted by a 
pnvate company, and he also knows that the 
Philp-Cowley-Walsh delegation went to Eng­
land to persuade the financial institutions in 
England to decline to lend money to Mr. 
Theodore for the State of Queensland. They 
hoped thereby to defeat the purpose of the 
then Government to take over the Brisbane 
tramways. They were successful in dis­
suading their financial friends the Jews of 
London, from making the m~ney available 
to Queensland, but Mr. Theodore went to 
America and obtained it. It was a dastardly 
action for Queensland citizens people who 
had made so much in Queensl~nd and owed 
so much to the State, to injure the credit 
of the State and prevent it from raising 
the necessary loan funds. Had they not 
taken that action it would not have been 
necessary to go to America for the money, 
and the State would not have been com­
pell~d to pay such high redemption and con­
verswn payments. 

At 3.59 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: The 
hon. member for Maree knew that. 

Mr. POWER: Of course, he knew it. The 
hon. member for Aubigny sought to make 
political capital out of the fact that sol­
diers were fighting for 6s. a day while men 
were earning up to £15 a week in munition 
factories. I am one who believes that there 
is nothing too good for the soldier, and that 
nothing is too good for men who are 
willing to defend this country, but I 
should like to explain to the hon. member 
for Aubigny that the men earning the big 
money in munition factories are working 
long hours for it, and that they are paid 
in accordance with industrial awards. Did 
we hear any suggestion from the Tory 
Federal Government that the payment to the 
boys fighting overseas should be increased "I 
Was it not only when a change of Govern­
ment occurred and the Labour Party were 
returned to office in the Federal Parliament 
that their pay and conditions were improved~ 
The hon. m'ember for Aubigny was a mem­
ber of the Government between 1929 and 
1932, who treated returned soldiers shame­
fully when they were unemployed. When 
the men applied for rations they were com­
pelled to tramp the country before they got 
them. The administration was in the hands 
of a gentleman named Hubert Ebenezer 
Sizer, Secretary for Labour and Industry 
in the Moore Government, himself a returned 
soldier. He compelled single men to walk 

28 miles before he would give them 6s. 
worth of rations. He compelled them to, 
leave their homes to qualify for that assist­
ance. One of his first acts was to sack :?c 

brother of Mr. Theodore, who was a returned 
soldier and an industrial officer When the' 
wives of the returned soldiers 'went out to 
work because the menfolk were unem'ployed, 
the Moore Government imposed a paltry tax 
on their earnings. Let us be decent and 
honest about these things; why camouflage 
them~ Hon. members opposite would not do 
anything for the returned soldiers. Later 
on they went before the jury of the people, 
they were tried, found guilty, and dismissed 
from office. They were banished from office, 
never to return. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: For the 
term of their natural life. 

The Treasurer: And for 10 years there­
after. (Laughter.) 

lUr. POWER: We did not hear one word 
from the hon. member for Aubigny that the 
soldiers' pay should be increased, but he did 
suggest that the earnings of the men work­
ing in the munition factories for long hours 
should be reduced. When he was asked 
what was to be done with the profit he 
replied, "Put it in the war loan." He 
wants the men engaged in secondary indus­
tries to work long hours for low wages so 
that the extra profit made by the reduction 
of wages m'ay be left in the hands of the 
employer. He said that that money could be 
invested in the war loan, implying that they 
would receive a further rake-off in the form 
of interest. 

The hon. member for Maree, who has 
walked out of the Chamber, contended that 
no provision has been made to place tem­
porary employees of the Railway Department 
on the permanent staff after serving a pre­
scribed period. In doing so he is deliberately 
trying to mislead the public. I wish to 
remind him that every 12 months temporary 
employees with 12 months' continuity of 
service are being placed on the permanent 
staff. I inform him further that con­
sideration is now being given to the 
matter of placing approximately 300 
temporary employees of the service on the 
permanent staff. The hon. member revels 
in making wild statements on subjects he 
knows nothing about. 

I wish to conclude by congratulating the 
Premier upon producing his fourth successive 
surplus and in forecasting another surplus 
for the present financial year. I congratu­
l::tte him' on his elevation to the Premiership 
of this State. The party could have made 
no wiser choice, and I believe that the 
people of Queensland will repose the same 
confidence in him and the members of his 
Government as the previous Leader of the 
Government, the hon. member for Mackay, 
enjoyed. 

Government Members: Hear, hear! 

Progress reported. 

The House adjourned at 4.6 p.m. 




