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WEDNESDAY, 15 OCTOBER, 1941.

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. E. J. Hanson,
Buranda) took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
NON-PAYING RAILWAYS.

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) asked the
Minister for Transport—

‘“1. Did the following sections of rail-
way pay working expenses in 1940-41, viz.,
South RBrishane to Southport and Tweed
Ieads, Park Road fo Manly, Eagle June-
tion to Pinkenba, and Northgate Junction
to Sandgate?

€2, If all or any of such sections did not
pay working expenses, what wus the loss on
each, (a) exelusive of interest, (0) inclu-
sive of interest?

‘€3, What was the gross loss per mile

of line on each such seetion?’’

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT (Hon.
J. Larcombe, Rockhampton) replied—

‘1 to 3. The result of the working of
each section of railway referred to is not
available in the same detail as formerly.
These lines are now all included in the
Brisbane scetion, the figures for which
during the financial year ended 30 Jumne,
1941, are as follows:—

£
Revenue .. .. 2,227,851
Expenditure .. .. 1,835,918
Net revenue .. £391,833

“¢After meeting interest on capital
totalling £357,031, there was a surplus of
£34,902.77

EMOLUMEXTS O0F MR, J. D. STORY.

My, LUCKINS (Maree) asked the
Premier—

““What are the present positions and
salaries and/or emoluments, respectively,
of Mr. J. D. Story, cx-Public Service Com-

missioner?’’

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) replied—

“‘Mr. Story is liaison offiecer attached
to the Premier’s Department, chiefly in
reference to State development and publie
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works organisation. He is also an acting
member of the State Transport Board and
the Ligquid Fuel Control Board, Vice-presi-
dent of the Bureau of Indusiry, a mem-
ber of the Stanley River Dam Board, the
Bridge Board, the St. Lucia University
Works Board, and the Cotton Stimulation
Committee, and performs such other duties
as may from time to time be allotted to
him. For the above services, he is paid
a salary of £1,000 a year.”’

PURCHASE OF METROPOLITAN FI1sH MARKETS.

Mr. DART (Wynnum) asked the
Seeretary for Labour and Industry—

¢¢1, What is the purchasing priece of the
Metropolitan Fish Markets?

‘2, By whom are these markets con-
trolled ?

€43, What is the outstanding balance of
purchasing price?

““4, In what ownership will the property
be vested upon completion of purchase?’”’

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. T. A. Foley, Normanby)
replied—

$41, £25,000.
¢¢2, The Fish Board.
€63, £23,438 3s. 9d. at 30 June, 1941.

‘4. The Fish Board. The Aect pre-
seribed, with regard to the purchase priee,
that interest only was payable for the
first two years, and thereafter 28 equal
annual instalments compounded of prin-
cipal and interest, the first of which was
paid on 30 June, 1939, The board has
paid £4,922 B5s. 2d. in interest and
£1,561 16s. 3d. in principal—a total of
£6,484 1s. S5d.—and has met its obliga-
tions under the Act with respect to pay-
ment of purchase instalments and interest
to 30 June, 1941.77

DeEreaTED MEMBERS IN GOVERNMENT
EMPLOYMENT.

Mr. YEATES (East Toowoomba) asked
the Premier-—

‘“Which members defeated at the last
State electiong have since been given
Government employment, and what are their
positions and annual rates of salary respee-
tively?’’

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) replied:—
¢‘Mr. Herbert Williams was appointed
Temporary Clerk-Inspector, Essential Food
Supplies Branch, Department of Agricul-
ture and Stock, at an actual salary of £311
a year.

¢“Mr. Roland William
appointed Welfare Officer, Office of the
Apprenticeship Committee and Group
Apprenticeship Committees, Department of
Publi?’ Instruction, at an actual salary of
£291.

Mr. Maher: What a great country!

Hislop was

[ASSEMBLY.]

Death of Mr. A. Wienholt.

The PREMIER: A wonderful country,
yes.

Mr. Maher: To stand up to it.

The PREMIER: A wonderful country.
The hon. member has been active in securing
entry to the public service for as many as he
could.

¢¢Mr, Bernard MecLean was appointed

Temporary Officer under and for the pur-

poses of the Income (State Development)

Tax Acts, 1938 to 1939, at an aectual salary

of £291 a year.”’

Mr. Speaker, I object to being interrupted
when courteously answering questions. I will
stop answering them if that conduet continues.

Mr. Maher: You are very sensitive this
morning.

The SPEAXKER: Order!

The PREMIER: I will not allow you to
behave as you like in this House.

Mr. Maher: I have my rights here.

The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: You have no right to
interrupt.

Mr. Maher:
preach.

The SPEAKER: Order! If the hon.
member will not observe my call to order I
will deal with him.

You practise what you

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on the table
and ordered to be printed:—

Report of the Public Service Superannua-
tion Board for the year 1940-41.

Report of the Police Investment Board for
tue year 1940,

DEATH OF MR. A. WIENHOLT.
Morion oF CONDOLENCE,

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay (10.37 am.), by leave, without
notice: I move—

¢¢1. That this House desires to place on
record its sense of the loss this State has
sustained by the death of Arnold Wien-
holt, XEsquire, D.S.0, M.C., a former
member of the Parliament of Queensland.

€€2. That Mr. Speaker he requested to
convey to the widow of the deceased
gentleman the above resolution, together
with an expression of the sympathy and
sorrow of the members of the Parliament
of Queensland.’’

The late Arnold Wienholt was elected to the
eighteenth Parliament on 2 Oectober, 1909,
as member for Fassifern, and continued to
represent that electorate until he resigned
during the course of the nineteenth Parlia-
ment in the recess of 1912-13. He was
returned as member for that electorate omn
28 June, 1930, in the twenty-fifth Parlia-
ment, when he succeeded the late Mr. E. T.
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Bell, He represented Fassifern for the
remainder of the twenty-fifth Parliament and
for whole of the twenty-sixth Parliament,
which terminated on 9 April, 1935. He
did not contest the eleection to the twenty-
seventh Parliament.

He was eleeted to the House of Represen-
tatives for Moreton at the general eleetion
in 1919, and retired on the expiration of the
cighth Federal Parliament in 1922,

The late Arnold Wienholt was a man of
very wide knowledge and experience. He
was a great Australian and a great citizen
of Queensland.

Honouvrable Members: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: During the whole of his
life he sougiit as he best knew how to serve
the State and his fellow-citizens. All of us
who were associated with him in Parliament
knew him to be an honest, courteous gentle-
man in the full sense of that term. He was
a man who held strong views about basie
matters affecting the Constitution of Aus-
tralia and the welfare of the people, and at
all times, without any party rancour what-
soever, he gave expression 'to those views
clearly and succinetly in the House.

Leave to swear to Mr. Wienholt’s death
hus heen granted by the Supreme Court, It
is supposed to have taken place in Abys-
sinia while he was leading a mission there
in relation to the present war, one of the
multitudinous activities that war involves.
1lle was a great citizen, a good parliamen-
tarian, and a great patriot. Queensland is
the Letter because he lived.

Honourable Members: Hear, hear!

My, NICKLIN (Murrumba) (10.42 a.m.):
Mz, Speaker, I desire to second the miotion
moved by the Premier. The late Arnold
Wienholt was one of nature’s gentlemen.
He was a good comrade and, as the Premier
has said, a great Queenslander and a great
Austratian. Ie had an unexcelled record in
public service, both in the State and Com-
monwealth Parliaments. Being a man who
lived the greater part of his life in the wide
open spaces of this State, he had an unex-
celled Lknowledge of busheraft, which stood
him in good stead in the great service he
gave to the Empire during the first World
War, His courage and initiative at that time
carned for him the D.S.0. and M.C.) and he
was mentioned a number of times in dis-
patches for the great work he did in the Bast
African campaign.

The late Mr. Wienholt was a fighter for
the under-dog, as was exemplified by the way
in which he went to help the Abyssinians
when they were ruthlessly attacked by the
Italians, and when the present war broke
out he was one of the first to offer his services
in their cause. He died serving his country.
He died in an endeavour to help those down-
trodden people to regain their country, and,
no doubt, it was due largely to the efforts
of Arnold Wienholt and gentlemen like him
that the Abyssinians regained their country.

In this Parliament he always fought for
the rights of the individual. As the Premier
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has stated, he had very strong opinions on a
number of questions, and he stated them
forcibly in this House. The Premier has
rightly said thbat Queensland and Australia
are the poorer by the passing of Arnold
‘Wienholt.

Honourable Members: Hear, hear!

By, MULLER (Fassifern) (10.44 am.):
As successor to the late Arnold Wienholt,
I should like to support the motion moved
by the Premier and seconded by the Leader
of the Opposition. I can speak of the late
Arnold Wienholt as a public man, a neigh-
bour, and a friend. We all know that he had
political views peculiarly his own, but I want
to say that whilst he represented the Moreton
electorate in the Federal Parliament and the
Fassifern electorate in the State Parliament
he won the respect and admiration of all
people, including those who did not agree
with his political views. I feel, too, that his
work in the interests of charity—I refer in
particular fo his practical help in the support
and maintenance of public hospitals in the
electorate—will be remembered for many a
long day.

Ags has been said already, Mr. Wienholt
was a true patriot, and when Abyssinia was
invaded he vowed ‘'that he would give his
life, if necessary, to restore that country to
the Abyssinians. I feel that the Fassifern
electorate and this State will be the poorer
by his passing.

Motion agrced to, hon. members standing
in silence.

NATIONAL EDUCATION CO-ORDINA-
TION AND THE UNIVERSITY OF
QUEENSLAND ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.

INITIATION IN COMMITTEE.,
(Mr. Gair, South Brisbane, in the chair.)

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) (1047 am.): 1 move—

““That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to provide for a co-ordinated
system of national education, to amend the
TUniversity of Queensland Act of 1909 (as
amended by subsequent Acts) in certain
particulars,” and for other ineidental pur-
poses.”?

The objects of the proposed Bill were fore-
shadowed in the speech I delivered on the
Address in Reply. Hon. members who are
interested in edueational matters may remem-
ber that on that oecasion I set out the basie
principles of these proposals. They were also
referred to, of course, in the programme set
out in the spcech of Xis Ixeellency the
Governor.

T might at this juncture give a brief review
of the legislation that has led up to the need
for the present measure. Till 1912 the State
was mainly concerned with primary educa-
tion, the department’s contaet with secondary
education being principally through State-
endowed but board-eontrolled grammar schools
and the granting of scholarships to approved
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secondary schools. After the inauguration of
the University in 1910, the Government of the
day in 1912 established a number of State
high schools, Since that time the depart-
ment has been giving serious attention to
secondary education, by encouraging its
teachers to study for university degrees,
recruiting university graduates to the teach-
ing service, and making the emeoluments in
the high-school branch of the service attrac-
tive to them.

The Government believe that the time has
now arrived, after 25 years’ carefully
organised forward planning in national educa-
tion, when through the department we should
take a leading part in the revision of arrange-
ments for post-primary education. Both the
State, through the Department of Publie
Instruetion, and the University have a direct
interest in post-primary or secondary educa-
tion. The department is interested because,
in a scheme of State-wide education, it has
the responsibility of—

(@) Arranging that students who desire
to proeeed to the University courses shall
have full opportunities for obtaining a sound
secondary education;

(b) Evolving suitable types of secondary
education for those pupils who do not intend
to proceed beyond the secondary stages;

(¢) Securing a fair and reasonable return
for the expenditure by the State on
secondary education;

(d) Satisfying the ever-increasing desire
of the citizens of the State that their
children should be given a proper ground-
ing in the various stages of secondary educa-
tion;

(¢) Meeting the requirements not only in
the professions, but also in many spheres
of commercial life, that an applicant for
employment shall at least be of junior Uni-
versity standard.

The University is interested because a
sound secondary education is a pre-requisite
to a sound University course.

Hence a scheme must be evolved under
which both the State and the University
shall discharge jointly and in eco-operation
their national obligations in the interests of
a sound national educational policy.

Since the University was established in
1910—and in that establishment Dr. Kidston
and Sir Willlam Maecgregor played very
important parts—it has grown very consider-
ably in importance to the educational life of
our country., When it was established, there
were three main degrees, namely—arts,
seience, and engineering. There are now
nine faculties in the University—arts, law,
commerce, science, engineering, dentistry,
veterinary seience, agriculture, and medicine.

In 1940 there were 1,710 students at the
University, as follows:—

Day students 658
Evening students 556
External students 496

Those figures indicate how the University has
increased in importance in recent years. The
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figures in relation to evening students, and
what are known as external students, are of
considerable interest. They show very clearly
to me that the people of this country are
endeavouring to equip themselves with know-
ledge, so that they will be able to play their
part as citizens of a great country. (IHear,
hear!). That is a basic principle of a sound
democracy. Democracies ean survive only to
the extent that they are a well-educated
democracy, and that they recognise all the
responsibilities that eitizenship in a democracy
involves. Therefore, the building-up of our
educational facilities in Queensland is at all
times of supreme importance,

The basic principle underlying this measure
is the co-ordination of all educational aectivi-
ties within the State, from the kindergarten
to the University. It is the desire of the
Government, and all others concerned, that
each stage of eduecation should be of the
goundest character possible.  There are, of
course, many and varied views about various
phases of education, and they have become
more prominent in recent years. e read in
the Press, in reviews in magazines, and hear
over the radio, many very fine expressions of
opinion about the need for educetion in
various fields of human activity., Differences
of opinion naturally arise, but that in itself
is a good thing, because differences of opinion
and wide discussion of a subjest of vital
importance such as this indicate to me a
guickening of interest in these problems
amongst the people.

T regard a sound education policy as being
essential, not only to human liberty, but in
order that men and women shall be able to
live properly. Knowledge is power; it is the
means of earning a livelihood. With know-
ledge one may venture into fields that would
be closed entirely to many who lack it. Con-
sequently, men and women should be taught
to think, to think objeetively, to reasomn, and
to strive to understand.

Mr. Barnes; Bad luck for you if they
ever started.

The PREMIER: I pity the hon. member
who interjeets. Whatever facilities he may
have had in his youth have obviously been
misused.

Government Members: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: I, Mr. Gair, am dealing
with  the mnormal—not the abnormal.
(Laughter.)

I repeat that the essentials of liberty and
happiness are sufficient knowledge to under-
stand the phenomena that surround us in our
daily life, and to cultivate the mind in those
countless different directions that elevate man-
kind and ennoble the human soul,

There is of course in this, as in every other
important subject, a good deal of wishful
thinking. A danger of a system of public
education widely spread is to push every
individual through the same mould and so
turn out uniform types of individuals. The
mass-produced scholar may be useful in &
totalitarian State; for through him the will
of the ruling minority can be given expression
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to very quiekly, but if human liberty is the
objective of the human soul it is wrong to
destroy individuality—it is wrong to discour-
age those qualities that later on will develop
into mnatural leadership in the multifarious
activities in which mankind is engaged.

Very few people to-day think objectively.
People read books, they become absorbed in
those books, and they immediately adopt the
ideas set out therein., Very few read critic-
ally, and as a consequence they miss much
that is of value in the pursuit of knowledge.
The output of books, the syndiecation of the
Press, and the growth of other mediums of
publiec expression have given rise to certain
evils. Books and mnewspaper articles often
put forward expressions of opinion as if they
were statements of fact. A critical reader
can usually distinguish between the two, but
i is necessary that all men and women should
be able so to distinguish, and it would be wise
for all of us at all times to do so. An
expression of opinion is of extreme value;
it indieates that the person concerned has
undertaken some research, has thought about
certain things, and has arrived at a conclu-
sion about a certain problem; but it is of
basie importance to distinguish between such
an expression of opinion and a statement of
fact, and it would be a good thing if readers
were to adopt as their guide in reading the
questions: is this fact or is it propaganda?
if it iy propaganda, whose propaganda is it,
and for what purpose is it used? Estab-
lished faets caunot be disputed, and so in
all our investigations we should he careful
to distinguish between matters of opinion and
facts that have been definitely established;
and that can be done if pupils are taught
early emough in life to reason, to do their
own thinking, to think objectively and to read
and listen eritically.

A mass of assembled data that may be in a
geography or a history book and learned
parrot-fashion is of Iittle value. I wunder-
stand that parrots can be taught to say
certain things—I have heard them in more
places than one—but that does not prove to
me that they understand what they say. For
example, a child may be given as an imposi-
tion to write out a sentence such as this, *‘To
err is human, to forgive divine.”’ The child
writes that out 100 times, but it may escape
his understanding entirely. But what a mag-
nificent thing that is if we probe beneath
the surface—‘‘To err is human, to forgive
divine.”’ It covers the whole ficld of human
psychology and attributes to the Divinity
that wonderful forgivemess, mercy, and pity
of which He is the embodiment.

Mr, Macdonald: It is not often practised.

The PREMIER: It is practised probably
more than my interrupter thinks. And let us
all heed and generally try to understand.
We are all human.

Bxternal students of the University are
given a valuable service, and it iz proposed
to extend it in every possible direetion. I
know some very great men in this country
who got their university training as external
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students. Some are in the service of the
State, and others are professional men. A
man or woman who has sufficient energy and
determination to go to the TUniversity at
night or to get lectures sent by post and
study them by himself or herself is splendid
material with which to begin. These earnest
seekers after knowledge and truth should
be cultivated in cvery way. Recently, the
Seeretary for Public Instruction indicated
the various diploma courses and so forth that
the University now offers; it has become and
is becoming more the pivot round which
centres all proper training of our students
for the professions.

Attention is also given to bringing some
part of university education to those who
from lack of formal training or some other
cause cannot take the regular courses offered
to undergraduates. This movement is called
the University extension movement, or adult
edueation movement. This is dealt with in
the Bill,

Shortly, the proposed Bill has for its objeet
the attainment of a wider sphere of respon-
sibility on the Department of Public Instrue-
tion in secondary education genervally, in
regard to proper co-ordination between the
department and the University in the general
conduct of the University, and also in regard
to University scholarships, adult education,
and matters affecting wider representation
on the senate.

The Bill will provide far a reconstruction
of the senate. At present 10 members are
appointed by the Governor in Council and
10 elected by the University couneil. This
Bill provides for an increase of five in the
number, The Director of Edueation, who will
in future be styled the Director-General of
Fducation, will be ex officio a member. The
president of the professorial board of the
University will also be an ex-officio member.
There will be 14 members appointed by the
Governcr in Council and nine elected by the
University council.

The increased governmental representation
will afford an opportunity of broadening selec-
tion, in that there will be scope to appoint to
the senate persons well versed in the eom-
mercial, industrial, pastoral, and agrieultural
activities of the State, in addition to those
with academie qualifications.

The Bill will also give statutory recognition
to the academic standing committee, the board
of post-primary study, the board of adult
education, and the University scholarships
board, and we shall also follow the example
set by New South Wales by making provision
iu the Bill for the establishment of university
colleges. These collcges may he established
in various parts of the State, and are a further
indication that the University is a State-wide
institution, not one confined to the metropoli-
tan area.

Provision is also made whereby patriotie
citizens may donate or leave by will funds to
any college.

The Bill will also remove the disqualification
that prevented the principals of secondary
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schools from being members of the senate.
1t will give the senate power to appoint and
also dispense with the services of its deans,
professors, tutors, and servants.

Under the original Aect of 1909-22 the
senate had power to initiate a formr of uni-
versity statute, but, strangely enough, it has
never seen fit to give effeet to that provision,
and as a consequence we propose placing it in
the Act.

The Bill provides for a deputy chancellor,
as well as a vice-chancellor, and it will enable
the Government to call upon members of the
Univ versity staff to perform speeial sevviees,
or make inquiries in the interests of the State.

The Bill also provides for an inerease in
the endowment. The first Act provided for
an endowment of £20,000. By the Financial
Emergency Act of 1931 the Moore Government
altered this provision to read, ‘‘not exceed-
ing £20,000.77

Provision is also made for a £1 for £1
subsidy on endowments up to £10,000 per
annum,

This Bill will not interferc with the sub-
sidy, but will lay down definitely that for a
period of seven years there shall be paid to
the semate from consolidated revenue an
annual sum of £40,000 for University pur-
poses. This som will be vevicwed at the
expiration of that period by the Governor in
Council, but if not reviewed it shall continue
to be pzud We have provided that sum in
this year’s Estimates.

By this measure, coupled with the State
Edueation Acts, there will he inaugurated a
complete na *1011’11 system of edueation from
the kindergarten to the university. Democracy
is the true and just form of gov emment and T
again emphasise the need for a well- (‘qalppod
and well-trained democraey. Tlncnhon in
this State is no longer the privilege of a
few; it is now the right of all.

The Bill provides for a continnance of the
Government’s pohey, “heleby the doors to
secondary,
and mmezsﬁv education—shall " I)e onen to
the citizens of the State and their (‘hlldlen
no matter how humbly situated in life they
may be.

Alfred the Great laid it down that the
intelleetnal improvement of the people and
their moral instruetion were the only
foundation upon which a Government could
repose or a throne be established.

The sueccess of this Bill will depend on its
adequate, careful, and just administration.
It will depend on the full co-operation of
the University and the Department of Public
Instruction, and also on the good will of the
people.  The people’s interest in education
is very great, and I am satisfiel that a
measure of this kind will appeal to all sections
of the community.

One of the most valuable phases of citizen-
ship and one of the things I never cease to
admire is the determination of all good men
and women to give their children a better
shance in life than they themselves enjoyed.
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Acts Amendment Bill.

Educational institutions are faecilities devised
for that purpose, and when I wuse the
term ‘‘education’’ I do not mean merely
mechanieal training in arithmetie, English,
mathematics, or science, but I include also
what may be deseribed as civies—the civie
duty of all, each to the other. That is a very
necessary part of education; a man’s place
in the nation is determined by his duty to
the State and to his fellow-citizens. Civies
should be included in any sound system of
education.

Most important of all is the problem of
charaeter-building, because we must build
character in our people if the nation is to
achieve continued greatmess. Charaeter is
essential to success in every fleld of activity,
but is of supreme importance to the nation.
On the character of the aggregate of its
citizens the nation entirely depends. Ruskin
put it very well in one of his writings when
he said—

‘¢All wealth is human life, and that
country is the greatest that has the greatest
number of healthy, happy men and women.’’

In order to be healthy and happy we must
seek knowledge, we must strive to understand,
and we must build up character. We must
build up independence of thought, independ-
ence of action, and independence of mind.
All those things are necessary in any sound
edueational system. Many and varied are the
institutions established for this purpose, and
in this Bill the Government desire to make a
contribution to the vast amount of good will
that exists in the community, and the great
amount of recognition of the need for a
more liberal system of edueation and training.

Honourable Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (11.21 a.m.):
I think that all hon. members of this
Assembly and all citizens of Queensland have
a particularly keen interest in education.
That fact has been evident particularly in
this Chamber in the debates that have taken
place on the Istimates of the Department of
Public Instruetion, and I am sure that all
hon. members will support any measure that
tends to give better opportunities for educa-
tion to the citizens of this State, whether
children or adults.

The measure the Premier proposes to
introduce this morning is designed to co-ordi-
nate and improve our educational facilities,
I do not think that we as a State have any-
thing to be ashamed of in our educational
facilities.

Honourable Members:

My. NICKLIN: Those gentlemen who
were responsible for framing the legislation
round which our educational system has been
built up deserve a great deal of ecredit,
especially when we realise that at the present
time we are working on an Act that was
passed by this Parliament right back in the
latter part of the last century, so far as our
primary education is eoncerned particularly.
The fact that it has not been found neces-
sary, up to the present, to make any drastic

Hear, hear!
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alterations in that Aect, together with the
fact that a splendid educational system has
grown around it, is a tribute to its
designers, As the world progresses, natur-
ally the educational system, as well as all
our other facilities, is apt to improve and
progress. I take 1t that this co-ordinated
measure will bring about the progress in
our educational facilities that the advance-
ment of the times justifies. Doubtless, when
we have had an opportunity of studying the
measure in all its Implications, in the main
it will receive the unanimous approval of
hon. members.

The Premier: We will give you until
next Tuesday before moving the second
reading.

Mr, BICKLIN: I thank the Premier for
that consideration, because this is a subject
worthy of the deepest consideration. It is
not a matter we should rush into. I and
other hon. members will appreciate the fact
that we shall have the week-end to study
its implications and cffects.

A great deal depends, not so much on the
system of education we may build up, as on
the administration of the machinery that will
be set up in consequence of its enactment.
We may set up what may be seemingly
perfect machinery, but if it is not properly
administered it will not have the effect that
machinery was designed to obtain,

It is cssential, as the Premier sug-
gested, that our educational system should
not be designed along lines that would pro-
duce types of students. One of the weak-
nesses of our educational system in the past
is that the individuality of the student in
our schools and universities has not been
taken into account to the full. There is
another weakness that can bhe overcome, and
that is tbat, although we provide all the
facilities to enable our pupils to go through
our primary schools and seecondary schools,
and latterly our University, very often we
do not give them the mnecessary guidance to
enable them to select the voeation for which
they are best suited. Our educational
system in the past has failed in that it has
concentrated too much on the academie and
not sufficiently on the practical side of life.
We have been turning out too many young
men and women fitted for white-collar jobs,
and not enough tradesmen and others who
are capable of going into our various
machine shops and trades. I do not know
whether this co-ordinated measure makes any
provision for that.

The Premier: It deals with technical

training.
My. NICHLIN: Technical training is
ineluded?
The Premier: Yes, as part of the

secondary education.

Mr. NICEKLIN: I am pleased to learn
that, because, in my opinion, technieal train-
ing is a particularly important phase of
education,
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The Premier: As a matter of fact, I
believe that everyone should get some manual
training.

My, NICKLIN: I am rather with the
Premier in that respeet. Our primary
education, as imparted in our rural schools,
is endeavouring to bring that about. Up
to the present that phase of our educational
system ias been particularly commendable.
Technical edueation, in particular, will in
the future be of greater importance than
it has ever been in the past. I am glad to
know that this measure will take into account
the importance of the part that technical
education is going to play in the develop-
ment of this country.

There is mno doubt the University of
Queensiand has made rapid strides since it
was established in 1910. As the Premier
said, the ecourses it offers bave inereased
from three to nine, and now the University
is turning out a steady stream of excellent
graduates who are playing a particularly
important part in the life of this State.
The extension of the University’s facilities
that the Bill will bring about will make it
easier for people to avail themselves of its
benefits, and will meet with approval from
all sections of the community.

The proposals for the alteration of the
constitution of the senate are, I think, wise.
The senate should be as representative as
possible of the various commereial and agri-
cultural interests as well as having a strong
academic representation. The policy of the
University as direeted by the senate has to
be such as will provide for all our indus-
tries, and mnaturally it is only right to
assume that all the great primary industries,
such as the pastoral industry and the com-
mereial industries of the State, should have
their opinions rvepresented on the senate.

T think it is also wise to take advantage
of the edueational experience that heads of
our secondary schools have gained in the
past, and to make it possible for those men
and women to be co-opted for service on the
senate of the TUniversity.

The other provisions that the Iremier
mentioned seemed to be of sueh a nature
that they will be very helpful. I trust that as
a result of the passage of this measure the
excellent edueational system we have in
Queensland will be improved.

T shall reserve any further comments till
a later stage of the Bill

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) (11.33
a.m.): I presume the Premier has been moved
to introduce a Bill of this kind by the faet
that the new University is nearing comple-
tion. Apparently it was thought that the
time was opportune to reconsider the con-
trol of the University, to enlarge its scope,
to improve the position in general, and to
develop more ways and means of making it
a success. All those have been motivating
factors in the decision to bring forward a
Bill of this kind.

I was very interested in the fine speech
delivered by the Premier this morning on
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matters appertaining to the University and
education generally. No doubt a University
is one of the great needs of an intelligent
and civilised people. The demand for a
university in this State, I think, was first
made in 1874, and two commissions were
appointed to investigate the proposal, but it
was ncot until 1909, when the late W. H.
Bames introduced the University of Queens-
land Bill, that the foundation for our Univer-
sity system was laid. Since then the Pre-
mier and his Government have interested
themselves in the important question of
establishing a University worthy of a great,
prosperous, and rising State such as Queens-
land, and a fine structure is in the cource
of completion at St. Luecia,

Cf course, it is a fine thing to have a
univer-ity that attracts the finest t;pes of
young men and women and encourages the
inteliectual cream of the State to enter its
pertals and devote their lives to things that
matter in the progress of the country,
Although attendance at the University is
undoubtedly of great advantage, some of the
most distinguished people in this conntry
never attended a University. Many of the
ablest, most capable, and experienced men
in this State were without the advantage of
a university education. They passed through
what is ealled the university of life, and
have made the most of their experience. How
far they might have gone had they had the
aidvantage of a university education is
another question.

We must not lose sight of the important
fact that the great majority of people who
contribute to the wealth, the product, and
the advancement of the country do not enter
a University at all. We have, therefore, to
keep in sight the ordinary forms of edueation
as well as those of the University—the need
for an adequate primary and sccondary
education leading in particular to the junior
University standard specified by the Premier
this morning. It is by that type of young
person—the fair-average-quality type—that
the burdens of life are carried. They represent
the great majority of the people. It is they
who do the hard and practical jobs of life
that enable the State to sustain itself, and,
therefore, we must not lose sight of them.

The Premier: This Bill strengthens that
side of eduecation.

My, MAHER: I am glad to hear it.
Passing along the highway of life I have
frequently noticed men who are extraordin-
arily brilliant in some direction or other, but
often lack some other component of sucecss.
Sometimes they are unstable. They do not
hold the rails, as it were, as well as men of
Tesser attainments, and, thercfore, it is the
ordinary type of individual—men and women
of fair, average quality—who do the world’s
work, and, therefore, we must not lose sight
of the educational facilities that will meet
their special needs and requirements.

The State has not been niggardly by any
means in providing for educational activities
in Quecnsland. I think that the Estimates
for this year include a sum of £1,960,000, or
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in round figures £2,000,000, for education.
That represents a very substantial percentage
of the revenue of the State that is being
devoted to the education of the youth of the
State.

One of the very fine things in our educa-
tional system of to-day, and a thing of which
I am proud, is the excellent type of young
people who have been attracted to the
Department of Public Instruction—those
young boys and girls who each year qualify
in the junior or senior University examination
and who by reason of the method of selection
that obtains in that department are avail-
able not only to the densely populated cities,
but also to the people in the remote parts of
the State. They go out into the wide open
spaces, to centres remote from the capital
and many of the amenities of life. These
young people are replacing the teachers of
the past in the remote centres which often
lacked an educational training because there
were no thoroughly equipped and properly
trained young people available for these
centres. Under our present system we are
able to have the most capable young men and
women in these remote distriets, and, there-
fore, the boys and girls at Mount Isa, Clon-
curry, Quilpie, and similar settlements, distant
anything from 500 to 1,200 miles from the
capital, will have faecilities for passing
examinations and reaching the desired
standard equal to those available to boys and
girls in the more favoured city areas.

A highly important aspect of this subject is
the question whether of the sum of £2,000,000
devoted to education in the State sufficient
is being earmarked for the important branch
of vocational training. The Premier, by way
of interjection during the speech of the
Leader of the Opposition, said that more
could be done in respeet of voecationzl train-
ing. That is so. We should endeavour to
devise a system under which the hands of
the young shall not be neglected any more
than the brains, A boy or a girl has hands
and should be given an opportunity to learn
how to use them.

The Premier: If you train the hands the
brain must be trained.

Mr. MAHER: Admittedly.

The Premier: The hand is the most
wonderful machine in the world.

Mr. MAHER: This is an era of mecha-
nisation. There is an ever incereasing demand
for those who are skilled in the use of their
hands—skilled mechanics, tradesmen, and so
torth.

To my way of thinking, it is of equal
importance that we train boys aund girls in
the use of their hands as to equip their
brains with the knowledge that is set down
in the ecurriculum of the Department of
Public Instruction, Too much money has
been spent in the past in cramming boys and
girls with the three Rs and all things rele-
vant thereto, and mnot enough has been
devoted to the training of their hands in
order to give them some useful trade or
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vocation by which they may be of great ser-
vice to the country. Each year many boys
are turned out from the schools at the age
of 14 years completely uncquipped. These
lads have not been able to reach the junior
or senior University standard and there is
nothing definite ahead for them, but they are
good material, nevertheless,

I remember an inecident that oeccurred a
few years ago when I was taking part in a
Federal eclection in the Dalby distriet. I
went out to a place called Brigalow to
address a public meeting. Sitting round the
dining table at the accommodation house
there were about a dozen young men, all
labourers judging by their appearance, and
a man from one of the stations came in and
took his seat at the table. Omne young fellow
asked him if there was a job about. The
station-owner asked what he could do and he
replied, ‘I will take on anything that is
going.’’ He was asked, ‘“Are you a fencer,
a tank-sinker, or a ringbarker?’’ He
replied, ‘“‘No, but I will have to go at it.”’
Three or four of the young men made a
similar approach, but none of them were
equipped for that work, Nomne of them had
any understanding of fencing, tank-sinking,
ringbarking, or gemeral bush work. They
offered their services, but they were not
equipped to command the ruling rate for the
class of work offering. The station-owner
was not able fo employ one of them. DBut
there was one young man who asked for
employment, and when the station-owner
inquired as {0 what he could do, he replied,
““I am a horse-breaker.”” ile wus asked,
‘“Ave you cxperienced?’’ Ile said, ‘‘Yes.’’
The station-owner asked, ‘‘Have you got your
gear?’’  IHe replied, ‘“Yes.”” Ile was then
told to put his gear in the utility, and he
was given a job. That is only a simple hap-
pening, but it takes place cevery day., Every
day the man who has some knowledge or
understanding of a speclal cslling ean find
employment.

Mr. Healy: At what university do you
learn herse-breaking?

~ Mr, MAHER: The hon. member is in a
Jocular mood this morning.

The Premier: In the university of life.

The MAHER: In the university of life.
1f any young man has a specialised knowledge
of some calling there is always somecone who
is ready to avail himself of his serviees. If
we proceed with an educational system that
turns out thousands of roung lads from school
at 14 years of age—lads who have not reached
the junior or senior University standards and
who have no opportunity of qualifying for the
higher professions—without training them in
the use of their hands, then we are encourag-
ing a system that will turn out numbers of
drifters each year. The State is not doing
its duty to those young men, when we know
that there is a world to conquer. With all
the intricate knowledge of mechanics and all
the developments of this great era in which
we live we are allowing this splendid material
to go to waste.
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It is time that we, hon. members of the
Legislature, considered that aspeet of the
problem. We should endeavour to arvive at
some means of devoting some of the huge
amount allocated to education—approximately
£2,000,000 this year-—to dovetailing voca-
tional work into the present educational
system, or developing it scparately in our tech-
nical schools, or extending them, or further
developing our vocational classes in order to
equip these young men and train their hands
so that they may be of service to the State.
We must evolve some means of getting the
best value for money spent. We must equip
these young lads and train them in the use
of their hands so that they may earn an
honest living.

Those are my thoughts on the introductory
stage of this Bill. After the first reading,
and when we see the Bill, I hope that we
shall be able to contribute some further ideas
to build up the University training, primary

and secondary education, and voeational
training.
Mr. MACDONALD (Stanley) (11.45

aam.): I listened very attentively to what the
Premier had to say on the proposed Bill and
after considering his remarks, his opinions,
and all the generalisations, one thing stands
out prominently.

The Premier paid the highest tribute I
have ever heard to the educational standard
in Queensland. He quoted figures showing
the pupils attending the University, although
not within its walls. That is almost the
perfect tribute. Xe also stressed the faect
that education was mot ecvolved for the
purpose of having pupils repeat a lesson
parrot-fashion; it was to cause people to
think. Ile told this Committee of the number
of pupils attending the University in their
spare time, and it was intercsting to learn
that approximately one-third of the people
at the University were those who followed
their usual vocations during the day, and
attended University lectures at night. There
is always the outstanding individual who
leads; we were not all born equal, and no
man-made law will make us equal. There has
always to Dbe a leader. Individuality is a
help, but it is utterly impossible to standardise
certain people, because their heritage pre-
cludes them from falling into line with
inferior persons, though the pull is to the
mean of the mass, not to the individual.

One thing that has always struck me
foreibly in this matter is the great difficulty
the young boy or girl has in deciding what
profession in life he or she will follow. When
the boy leaves school he is not in a fit state
to decide on his profession. His father may
be so-and-so, and his brother so-and-so, and he
usually follows his father or his brother.

The Atformey-General: Physical
dition plays a big part in the choice.

Mr, MACDONALD: And more is due to
environment. In the textile works of
Lancashire the son follows the father. In
fact, in many places in the old world we have
employers who pay children coming from
school to go into their factories and stand

con-
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beside the looms to see how they are operated
by perhaps their brothers or sisters. By that
means their interest is aroused.

There was formerly the cry that children
should have a knowledge of the classies, and
in this matter I can only speak of Seotland.

The Seecretary for Public Lands: Nobody
ever knew you came from Secotland.
(Laughter.)

Mr. MACDONALD: In Scotland we had
to study the classics up to the age of 14.
Our school was divided into three parts—the
commerecial class, the professional class, and
then the army class, from which our fellows
went to Sandhurst. 1 say that at that age
our young people are not in a position to
decide what calling they will follow. It has
usually to be determined by their parents.

The Secretary for Publie Lands: And
their parents usually put them on the wrong
track.

Mr. MACDONALD: In Queensland it is
certain that any boy who attains the standard
of the seventh class is fit to go anywhere—
if he has learnt to think. The whole world
is open to him.

One thing must be stressed, and it is this:
after we have provided this eduecation for our
people, we must see that the system does not
fall to the ground. We must see that employ-
ment is open to our citizens who have been
trained by it. Many people say that educa-
tion is of mno use after a certain standard,
but, to my mind, that is absolutely wrong,
if, of course, men are taught to think.

Mr. PIE (Hamilton) (1151 am.): I
listened with a great deal of interest to the
Premier’s introduetion of this Bill, because 1
realise how vital it is not only to us, but also
to the future generations of this State. I
wasg pleased to learn of the great advance
made in the faculties in university education,
but I should like to suggest that a faculty
of statesmanship be introduced in the
curriculum. Too much stress cannot be laid
or. this important point, as we have to look
ahead and realise tiat statesmanship, or ser-
vice of ecountry, will play a very important
part in our life in the years ahead. There
is no question that better education and better
health are national assets. These two sub-
jects will be closely associated in the future,
and must indeed play a dominant part in our
future development. I suggest that the
Federal Government will also play an
important part in this vital subject, because
it is not omly this State, but the whole of
Australia, that will be involved in the
problems of the years to come. I am sure
I voice the hope and opinions of all hon.
members that never again will this country
return to the dole system.

Honourable MMembers: Hear, hear!

Br., PIE: It is only by educating the
people and thus enabling them to possess a
wider knowledge, that we can hope to banish
that terrible s3stem. In my opinicn, it is one
of the curses of eivilisation. I was in Eng-
land during the depression., I actually met
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people who had never worked, and who had
never had the opportunity of working, not-
withstanding they had reached maturity.
They were uneducated and therefore eould not
get work to do. I do think that is a
problem that has to be considered in a
nation such as England, if she is to overcome
the difficulties that lie ahead.

The Premier: As a matter of fact,
England is suffering now in lack of skilled
tradesmen by reason of her 10 years’ depres-
siomn.

Mr., PIE: I am speaking of what I
personally witnessed nine years ago. Many
people in that period had neither education
nor the opportunity of being taught a trade.
Those are matters that England and every
nation will have to try to overcome in the
new world order.

Weo all agree that the position to-day is
entirely changed. Whatever the faults of war
may be, war is certainly giving many people
an opportunity to educate themselves, parti-
cularly in munition-making and the engineer-
ing trade. I know of men in our Army who
as lads were mnever taught a trade, but in
the armoured divisions are aequiring a tech-
nical edueation that will be invaluable to
them in their future life. After the war
they will have some trade to follow.

T believe that education helps all people to
get employment, irrespective of class, and,
therefore, we should all aspire to improving
our educational system. Anything that can be
done for education, which has for its object
the making of life more atiractive for our
people, is desirable. I believe that brains and
character will be the shock troops, the
Australian troops as it were, in the future
campaigns of this new world. DBrains and
character will win success in secondary and
primary industries, as well as professional
pursuits. Therefore, any legislation that will
develop our people to the full and equip them
for the grim struggle of life is something we
should aspire to achieve.

We shall later be able to discuss this
important Bill in detail, It is up to all homn.
members to study the different conditions
operating in other parts of the world, and
examine the corresponding things in our own
country in our own time, in order to deal
with this measure constructively, with the
object of establishing a system for Queens-
land that will lead Australia, and, we hope,
the world. As soon as this war ends and we
are able to concentrate on the work of build-
ing a better life, many vital problems will
confront wus. Those problems will affect
finance, production, labour, transport—in faet,
our whole economic welfare, our health and
social wellbeing. They will be interesting
problems. We have evidence of them at the
present time, in Queensland’s failure to obtain
her share of industry. That will be more
gecentuated after the war.

Then we have our international problems.
Onc nation will want this, and another will
want that. We mneed equality of people
throughout the world; all those difficulties can
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be solved only by education and the building-
up of character.

I believe, too, that every generation is
destined to have its own problems. I feel
that this world, after this war, will be a better
world.

{ we in Queensland can pass legislation

that will improve the people in this State and
give them a broader outlook in life, surely
we are contributing something worth while
to that better world. I am not among those
who fear the war heralds a period of deecay.
In every country after the last war there
was a period of prosperity. People learned
as g result of that war, and although this war
is wrong in every detail, it will bring about
a better standard of education of the people,
and after it is over, the people will be look-
ing for a better life, and all classes will be
brought closer together, and thus be able to
appreciate one another’s problems more fully.

With those thoughts in my mind, I am in
ecomplete agreement with the purpose of the
Bill—the co-ordination of the whole of our
educational system. There is somecthing lack-
ing in it to-day., We have partly educated
children going on to the sccondary schools,
and we find that in the secondary school they
are doing third-grade arvithmetic, whereas
when they left the State school they were
doing sixth-grade, and at the secondary school
they are doing sixth-grade English in com-
parison with fourth-grade at the State zchool.
All those things have to be co-ordinated, and
I think this Bill will tend to bring about a
better system—a co-operative systen.

In my opinion, we need unswerving leaders
for the future life that is ahead of us, not
only in our Parlinment, but in industry, both
primary and secondary, in commerce and in
the professions. They must all be highly
developed in character and education, these
men who will have to lead our State in the
days that are ahead.

The Premier stressed the importance of
character. I say that character, perhaps, is
hetter than education; but the combination of
the two is what we need.

The desirability of edurating people’s hands
was brought up by the hon., member for West
Moreton. It is very desirable, but we must
not overlook the faet that when we educate
hands the brain directs that edueation. There
should be co-ordination of the two: one is no
good without the other. I cannot use my
hands in industry. I know it is wrong, but
1 can use my brain, with my hands. T realise
my disability, and I shall overcome it with
my children. My eldest child ean now work a
lathe. We wanted the supervisor in my own
business to bring in his son to learn to work
the lathe, and he said, ‘‘No, my son is going
to have a university education,’’ whereas I
was wanting my son to learn to use his hands
before he had a wuniversity edueation. I
think those are the things we should bring
out. For a man to be a good allrounder he
must be able to use his head as well as his
hands. I think the hon. member for West
Moreton requires a little information to
relieve his mind on that subject.
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I think it is just about 30 years since the
TUniversity started, and it has made wonderful
progress during that period. Our University
bas suffered in comparison with the universi-
ties in the other States, because of the lack
of benefactions. We did not have the wealthy
people here to give big bursaries to help the
University as they have belped umiversities in
other States. That is because we have a
more even spread of wealth in this State. I
appeal to all people, particularly those who
have had a university education, to contri-
bute more to the development of the Uni-
sity. I make a suggestion that may appeal
to the Government—that is, that the State
contribute an amount equal to the amount of
any such benefaction. In my opinion, a uni-
versity cannot stand still. It is like a busi-
ness—it is like a Government—if it stands still
it must deeay or go out of existence; there-
fore, being fully aware that this problem must
be solved, we must see that sufficient funds
are given to finance our University.

There is one matter I should like to bring
under the notice of those responsible for the
Bill—that is, the question of research in indus-
try. In my opinion, if we are to get the best
out of our industries they should be developed
to a greater extent. Secondary industries
must play an important part in the life that
lies ahead. @ We must get population and
bring it to Australia if this country is to
develop, and those people will have to be
absorbed in secondary industries, because we
cannot put them on the land.

I discussed this matter just two days
sinece with a man from Ingland representing
a firm investigating the question whether
they should manufacture here the poplin
used for shirts. It is desirable that that
material should be manufactured here, inas-
much as Australian requirements arc suffi-

cient to keep a very big mill working. He
was of the opinion tiat after this war
British industry will ecome to Australia,

Even now they are sending out people to
investigate the position here, and I think
that we should endeavour to proceed further
in university research in order that when
these industrics do come to Australia we
shall have terhnical men fitted to take their
places in such industries.

There is no better investment than educa-
tion. Education is an asset of the mind that
cannot be taken away even by an emnemy.
Tt is something that the possessor has over
those who lave it not. We all should seek
edneation to the full. This must he especially
true of the age that is to come. May
T quote from ¢‘Canadian Occasions’’ of the
late Lord Tweedsmuir (John Buchan)—

““It is obvious that no nation ean be
strong unless it can enlist for national
purposes the help of its best citizens. You
educated young men and women are the
eream of the citizenship. It is only if you
are willing to give each in different degrees
thought and work to the welfare of
the nation that your country will achieve
that greatness every patriot desires.”’

With that quotation in
give our concentrated,

our mind, let us all
sincere thought in
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debate to passing a Bill that will give, as
the Premier said when speaking on this sub-
jeet, ‘‘a truly national system aimed at
providing the type of education most needed,
and removing as far as possible inequalities
of opportunity.’’

I feel that a truly national system of
edueation should aim at providing the type
of education suited to all and not only the
brilliant people, as was mentioned by the
hon. member for West Moreton. All people
arc not brilliant; brilliant people do not
always make the best citizens. Those who
have fought from the bottom usually come
through to the top. If that objeet is acecom-
plished this Bill will be something of which
Queensland can be proud, and something
that will stand as a lasting monument to
this Government.

Mr. BARNES (Bundaberg) (12.9 pm.):
It gives me great pleasure to add to the
suggestions already put forward by hon.
members. A child is in the care of its
parents for 19 hours of the day, whereas it
is in eare of its teacher for only five hours.
Its education is going on all the time, and
parents should make a note of the inclina-
tion of the child during the time it is in
their care. I know that when I was two
years old T made a pieture frame of which
the four cornmers were perfectly square. I
remember the incident only because T was
never allowed to forget it. When visitors
came my father and mother would proudly
say, ‘‘Look at what Frankie made.”” At a
very eerly age I nailed a paling on a fence in
the perfeetly perpendicular position. These
things ave very important from the point of
view of thie future education of children.
For example, had my parents kept a note of
such incidents they would have probably
made an engineer out of me instead of a
politician. When 19 years of age, although
I had no previous experience, I overhauled
a motor bicyele and made piston rings for
it, thus proving that I was practical.

As another example to support my point,
permit me to instance the engincer on the
Pinkcuba  scwerage job, Te qualified by
evamination at the University. He became
an engineer probably because Uncle John
was an engincer and Uncle Tom was a
doctor, and his parents deeided that he must
be an engineer. They provided him with
£200 a year pocket money, and sent him to
the University to become an engineer. That
hoy may have heen better fitted for any
cther work. Perhaps he would have madea
better barrister or dentist, and had his
parents kept the necessary data during his
young life they would have realised it.

All children in their early years show signs
of an aptitude for certain callings, and I sug-
gest that it would be of advantage if in this
year of 1941 this Parliament of a modern
world introduced some law or made a request
to the effect that parents should remember
and be guided by the signs of aptitude shown
by children during their first five years of
lite. Then, when those children started going
to sehool the teachers could be informed of
the bent of each one of them and this could
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be encouraged and developed and the children
so equipped for the vocation in life that they
prefer.

It is a fallacy to make a child a doctor, a
dentist, a barrister, or anything else simply
because Uncle John or a close friend of the
family followed one of those professions,
To-day, there are thousands of people filling
jobs for which they are not suited, and there
are thousands more who will not work. At the
moment we will not discuss the reason why
they will not work, but we do know that many
of those people cannot get work that is suit-
able for them. We all have our hobbies. We
all enjoy those hobbies, and I suggest that it
should be possible to make every person’s job
his hobby and in that way make his life inter-
esting. With proper training, both at home
and at sehool, such a state of affairs ean be
hrought about eventually. As an illustration,
take the driver of the sanitary cart. e is
doing that work only because circumstances
have not allowed him to do anything else.

Mr. That
trade,

At 12.14 pm.,

My. BRASSINGTON (Fortitude Valley),
one of the panel of Temporary Chairmen,
relieved the Chairman in the chair.

Mr. BABRKES: Fancy the hon. member
saying it is an homourable trade! In this
modern world there should be no such thing
as sanitary ecarts, Had that man’s parents
kept some record of his inclinations when a
child, and had those inclinations been
developed under a proper system of eduea-
tion, that man might have been one of the
leading artisans of the country to-day. If
these records are kept by parents and these
talents developed during a echild’s growth,
we should have no waste of energy. Men who
otherwise might be driving sanitary carts
weuld be giving yeoman service to the
country.

Devries: is an honourable

In the same way, if the engineer in charge
of the construction of the Pinkenba sewer had
not been foreed by his parents to become an
engineer, simply because Uncle John or some-
cne else was an engineer, that work might
not have broken down as it did. We know
that many people who can neither rcad nor
write are better at the practical side of vari-
ous professions than are some of the educated
persons who hold diplomas for that work.
Had the engineer on the construction of the
Pinkenba sewer not been forced to become
an engineer that work would not have heen
messed up and the country might have been
saved a good deal of momney.

I should like to give the child every facility
for education from the kindergarten through
to the university. For instance, I should like
to provide all children with motion-picture
education in schools, We cannot do that now
beeause of lack of money.

Mr, Turner: They have them in State
schools now.

Mr. BARNES: Only to a limited extent.
T suggest that if we had the mouney to install
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100 times more motion-picture equipment in
schools our education would be improved con-
siderably.

Another improvement would be the appoint-
ment of more teachers who have specialised
in certain subjects. To-day, we find teachers
instructing classes of 50 and 60 children. If
we lad miove teachers we could divide those
elasses into two and give both the children
and the tenchers a better opportunity of
achieving results.

Tt is obvious to all hon. members that if
such classes were divided the eduecational
facilities offering to the pupils would be
greater. The children would have a better
chance of learning. We know that fthere arc
certain children who had no real chance at
school, but if we could find the means of
getting more money to finance our schqol
system we might be able to set up special
classes for the backward children. Because
children were backward in their school days,
it does not follow that they will be baekward
citizens in after life. I know my own experi-
ence at school, because on one side of me
there was a man who afterwards became a
barrister, and on the other side ome who
became a solicitor. On the other hand, some
really brilliant students at my school are now
working on the roads for the simple reason
that when they left school they went into some
minor profession seleeted by their fathers
or mothers, as their financial cireumstances
permitted, and never had the chance of doing
what they were eut out for.

Mr. Devries: The navvy is as good as
the barrister.

Mr., BARNES: No man is better than
another man, unless that other makes himself
worse. Everybody is born equal, but, unfor-
tunately, through cireumstances, some get a
better chance than others. The time is fast
approaching when such cireumstances will
have ceased to exist.

T wns saving that in my eclass at school
briltinnt pupils went to work on the roads.
I have in mind one who, if he had been
allowed to follow the walk of life he was cut
out for, would have been a leading eitizen in
this State to-day. When a man hecomes a
labourer, it usually follows that he is mot
suceessful. If one cared to look through
the slums to-day, one would find burglars
and notorious eriminals, although many of
them were in good circumstances. What has
happened to them? In most cases their
parents forced them to follow a calling in
life in which they had mno interest, and the
only avenue open to them was roguery.

We have to consider the ways and means
of getting money to finance all these things.
There is only one way

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
The hon. member must not depart from the
principles of the Bill.

Mr. BARNES: I beg to differ with you,
Mr. Brassington. I am not getting away
from the principles of the Bill. If T can
prove that all these things should happen, I
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am entitled to prove how it is possible to
make them happen.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
The hon. member will not be allowed to open
up a discussion on that point.

§r. BARNES: You anticipate what I am
going to say, Mr. Brassington. Wait until
I say it, and then if I am out of order, you
have the right to call me to order.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

I am warning the hon. member.

Mr. BARNES: There is no need to be
warned in this Committee. Why threaten in
this Assembly? I represent as many people
as anyone. As a matter of fact, I think the
Bill provides for finance up to £40,000, and
if that is so I am entitled to get away from
orthodox finance if T so desire.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I rule that the hon. member is not.

My. BARNES: You definitely rule that
I am not entitled to discuss the financing of
the proposal? I have every right to talk
about finance.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I remind the hon. member that he has every
right to talk about the question of £40,000
which ig to come from consolidated revenue.

Mr. BABNES: A previous speaker said
that there was no doubt that there was some-
thing lacking. We all admit that. When T
come to point out what is lacking and endea-
vour to show this Committee a way out of the
diffieulty I am told that tliere is one hour in
one year in which to dehate iinance. What a
ridiculous statement to make! Just faney,
an hour in one year. It is a fine state of
affairs when the most important thing in this
world is finanee. All our troubles revert to
finance, and yet I am allowed one hour in a
year to debate it!

Mr, LUCKINS (Maree) (11.24 am.):
This is a very important subject and it is
pleasing to know that the debate on it
synchronises with the construction of the new
University at St. Luecia.

Many problems affeet both parent and child
to-day. The Premier, in outlining the prin-
ciples of this Bill, did not tell us what it
would cost a parent to educate his child from
the kindergarten to the University standard.
Those facilities are availed of to-day only
by those parents who have the wherewithal
to meet the cost. My ome desire, and the
desire of many others, is to see that children
of parents unable to pay the cost of higher
education ecan econtinue their studies by
winning scholarships. It is important that
our educational facilities should be availed of
by children of our poorer eclasses, in order
that they may attain to something greater,
perhaps, than their parents.

I am very proud of the fact that all my
edueation was obtained in Queensland and in
our State schools. It may be said by some
that I did not avail myself as much as T
should have done of the opportunities that
presented themselves to me, but that is my
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misfortune. Unfortunately, I am one of those
men who had to get out early in life to keep
the home fires burning. I was a victim of the
lack of facilities existing in those days.

I have spoken in this Chamber on the
influences at work to-day in keeping the
opportunities offering to our children from
them and for doing so I had to suffer in no
small way abuse from hon. members
opposite. That caused me to think that the
influences at work to-day are mainly political.
If we have a Parliament dominated by
political parties, no matter of what colour,
then that faet must have an important
influence on the outlook of our younger gene-
ration. I.should like to see some provision
in this Bill whereby a child gifted with
brains could, if the parents were mnot in a
position to emable him to do so, pass with
State assistance, from the kindergarten
through the various stages of our education
system to the University. Some of the most
brilliant men and women in the world rose
from the humbler classes. We see that illus-
trated in every walk of life. Those who have
had to fight their way through life, and
have come out on top, make the best citizens,
no matter what education they may have
received. We know from experience, too, that
those people make the better citizens.

There is the human side of education to be
considered. Queensland is a very young State
compared with other parts of the world. We
desire that the eduecation the State offers
should be at the service of the child without
extraordinary cost. It cannot be gainsaid
that if T desire to educate a son in the faculty
of medicine at the University it would cost
me from £500 to £600 a year.

At 12.29 pm,,
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair,

Mr. LUCKINS: There is something
wrong with our educational system when it
does mnot provide for the education of our
brilliant young pupils in our State primary
and secondary schools. The population of
this State, as mentioned by the hon. member
for West Moreton, is about 1,000,000, and
the cost of our educational system is about
£2,000,000. Although that is a considerable
amount of money, I do not begrudge its
expenditure on edueation, but we might well
ask what becomes of the scholars who pass
from our State schocls to our University?

The Seeretary for Mines: They hold
leading positions in Queensland and other
parts of the world.

Mr. LUCKINS: Not in Queensland.
The Secretary for Mines: Yes.

Mr. LUCKINS: Very few of them are in
Queensland. We come to the point, then,
that we are educating our people for the
benefit of communities outside Queensland.
I do not deny any man the right to go to the
place that is most attractive to him, but I
maintain the facilities should be offered to
men in Queensland. I am going to castigate
the Treasurer for bringing outsiders into
our Bureau of Industry when we have
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Queenslanders with the same qualifieations
for those jobs.- :

Mr. Power inferjected.

Mr, LUCKINS: The hon. member talks
about the Brishane City Council. Two
Queenslanders have been appointed to two
of the highest offices in the City Council—Mr.
Price and Mr. Slaughter.

The Premier:
for in this Bill.

Mr. LUCKINS: There is the point. The
Premier may be quite right. In the Bureau
of Industry you have one or two men intro-
duced from other parts of Australia.

They are not provided

The Premier: You can deal with that
on the Hstimates; it is not provided for in
this Bill.

Mr. LUCKINS: 1 was dealing with the
question of giving our own people an oppor-
tunity to serve in their own Sfate. I think
the highest tribute we can pay to our State
school education is to fill our jobs with men
and women educated according to our own
ideals and standards. I may be parochial,
but I am very pleased indeed to know that
opportunity will be offered now; neverthe-
less, it is a bit belated.

The Premier: It is not belated.

Mr. LUCKINS: It is. The Government
are a long way behind the other States in the
British Commonwealth of Nations so far as
university faculties are concerned,

hThe Premier: You cannot blame us for
that.

Mr. LUCKINS: You have been in power
for 25 years.

The Premier: We have an additional six
faculties.

Mr. LUCKINS: We know that there has
been no public support by outside people, with
the exception of one or two, whereas in
other parts of the Empire there have been
men and women who have heen willing to put
their hands in their pockets in the cause of
university education.

I am sure the Premier will agree with me
that wars have played havoe with our educa-
tional system. 'In 1914-18 we had the speec-
tacle of bDrilliant young teachers going
overseas, many of whom, unfortunately, were
lost to the State. To-day many of our
teachers have volunteered, others have heen
called up in the militia, and our children have
not the same service that they had prior to
the outbreak of this unfortunate war. I
know that at the XKangaroo Point State
School one or two teachers have several clagses.
It is unfortunate that such a set of circum-
stances prevails. T am not blaming the Govern-
ment. I realise the difficulty of replacing
teachers. We cannot altogether overcome the
conditions that bring this about.

However, T shall give the Bill my support
because I know it is a big step on the road
to developing the minds and the qualities of
our children so that they will be able to take
their place in the many walks of life open
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to them, and in years to come thank the
State for fostering their intellect and giving
them a start in life.

Mr. DECKER (Sandgate) (12.34 p.m.):
After hearing the remarks of the Premier, we
expect a very advanced move in the educa-
tional system of this State. According to
the hon. gentleman, a very important stage
in our ednecational system is being developed
by this Bill, We have a wonderful educa-
tional system, partieularly in primary educa-
tion. We find that from the earliest Parlia-
ments educational matters have always been
to the fore and suceeeding Governments have
introduced legislation to develop the educa-
tional faeilities of the State; and now we

have arrived at a stage at which our system.

has reached a very high peak indeed.

We all owe a great deal of gratitude to our
State school teachers. There is no doubt that
their position has been improved year by
year until to-day we have teachers of a very
high standard who are carrying out the great
work of educating our children.

I say without hesitation that any child
who reaches the seventh standard of 3 State
school in Queensland and who has natural
ability and foree can make his way in life
successfully. I agree with the Premier that
parents like to give their children a better
education than they had themselves. They
give their children the best education within
the limits of their resources, sometimes aided
by the State, so that they will have a better
start in life than they had.

The scholarship standard as set by the
Department of Public Instruetion is a fair
standard for admission to our secondary
educational system, and if a child does not
possess the ability to reach that standard it
is scarcely worth while, from the point of
view of the State, encouraging it to proceed
to a secondary edueation. If a child does
not show the progress or adaptability neces-
sary for secondary education the matter then
rests with the parents. If they think their
child worthy of the opportunity of attending
a secondary sehool and can afford to pay
the fees they sbould allow it to do so; but
if the child has not shown the necessary
promise, its having reached the seventh grade
in the State sehool has more or less fitted
it to make its way in the world.

The Premier was not very clear as to how
this Bill will operate as between secondary
edueation and the University.

The Premier: Details of a Bill are not
given at this stage. That comes later,

Mr. DECKER: In that regard I have an
idea and I do not think I shall be disap-
pointed; financial aid from the State will
be given to the briliant student to take the
step from the secondary educational standard
to the University standard. If that is so
the opportunity will be given to every student
of promise irrespeetive of the financial posi-
tion of his or her parents. If that is the
objeet of the Bill, we will support it
heartily, The brilliant child should be
nursed by the State. He should have the
opportunity of reaching the highest possible
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standard of education, if he is deserving of
that opportunity, in order that hé may be
an asset to the State. But I agree that
whereas we give the highest possible form
of education to the children of the State it
does not always follow that each and every
one taking advantage of such opportunity
will be an asset to the State. Every person
attaining the highest educational qualifica-
tions will not turn out to be just what was
expected. There are those who cannot apply
the knowledge they gain by education.

The Premier: Such a man is not properly
aducated.

Mr. DECKER: There must be application
and initiative,

The Premier: Some are educated beyond
their intellectual capacity.

3Mr, DECKER: If he has not the intel-
lectual capacity to make a success of himself
after the State has provided him with the
opportunity the State cannot help him; but
at least we can do our best as members of
Parliament to give to the poorest in the
community the opportunity to get the
highest form of education. I think that is
the underlying feature of the Bill, and if
that is so, I support it.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) (12.42 p.m.): First of all, I want to
say that I appreciate the manner in which
this debate has been conducted. It is
quite evident that members of Parliament
generally are considering this Bill from the
point of view of the best interests of the
State, and that is an excellent thing.

The University of Queensland has done very
valuable work., Only three faculties were
established in the first instance, but they were
well established, and the men who graduated
from them can be found holding high and
responsible positions in various parts of the
world. Take, as examples, the faculties of
engineering and science. In  chemistry
Professor Steele did tremendously valuable
work in the University, and the men who were
trained under him and his successors have
had no difficulty whatever in receiving suit-
able appointraents not only in Australia, but
elsewhere.

Professor Steele was a great research
scholar also. During the last war he did
extremely valuable work, not only for the
Commenwealth, but for the British Govern-
ment also. It must be remembered, too,
that he was the chairman of the Royal Com-
mission on Prickly-pear, whose recommen-
dations enabled us to control that pest. The
value of work of that nature cannot be
assessed in terms of any figures that I might
put before the Committee,

Then take the Queenslamd engineers who
have been trained under Professor Hawken.
The Diploma in Engineering that is given
under our apprenticeship scheme is recognised
as being of tremendous value in any part of
Australia. The training that is given in
technical eolleges is equal to two years’ study
in the Faculty of Enginering at the Univer-
sity. If students are unable to go to the
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University from the colleges they may get
their Diploma in Engineering, and later, when
finanee permits and the opportunity offers,
they can go for their degree as Bachelor of
Engineering, and so omn.

In the gradual unfolding and development
of a State we must improve each year. A
complete University cannot be established in
one year. It must be an everlasting growth.
If it does not continue to grow it is mnot
doing its job. The University is never
finished. It should be so based as to be able
to adapt itself to all new needs of the people.

I could go on talking about the wonderful
men, such as the late Professor Bagster and
Dr. Jones, whom we have had at our Univer-
sity. In Queensland we have been singularly
fortunate in the men who have had charge of
our various faeculties and departments. The
men and women who have graduated from
there have preved the equal of any others I
know. After all, it is the man or the woman
that counts. If a man has ability, if he is
given training in the basie essentials of educa-
tion, he will get along quite well. He finds
ways and means of looking after himself.

Why is it that there are well over 1,100
external students at the University now? That
faet is proof that the men and women who
have the determination and the will to suceeed
are able to equip themselves for life with the
aid of the facilities that are offered. It is
an excellent thing that we should have such
facilities available.

In 1935 the University published a jubilee
brochure, and hon. members would be well
advised to read it, for in it they will find a
complete aceount of the most important work
that the University has done.

I desire to emphasise, however, that the
proposed measure is not purely and simply a
University Bill. Tt is not designed for those
who go to the University. Tt is a machinery
Bill to control education from the primary
stages to the University. Tt will make the
best edueational services in various grades
available to our people. If a boy leaves school
at 14, 15, or 16 years of age he will get the
best cquipment that can be given up to that
stage. TIf he goes on to the secondary edueca-
tion, then he will be given the best equipment
that can be made available there, and so on.
It has all to be co-ordinated.

You cannot educate people by Bills in
Parliament. You merely provide the
machinery; the machinery is here, and we
are endeavouring to put it together. We
have now reached the first stage, and from
to-day we go through the other stages., The
success of the measure will depend on the
intelligent and faithful administration and
co-operation of the school teachers in the
various grades and the various faculties at
the University, as well as the officers in the
Department of Public Instruction.

I think that the Bill is one that Parlia-
ment should pass in the interests of the
prineiples T have enunciated.

Motion (Mr. Forgan Smith) agreed to.
Resolution reported.
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FirsT READING.

Bill presented and, on motion
Forgan Smith, read a first time.

of Mr.

SCARTWATER STATION TRUST
EXTENSION BILL.

SECOND READING,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon., B. J. Walsh, Mirani) (12,51 p.m.):
I move—

““That the Bill be now read a second
time,”’

In moving the second reading of this Bill,
I should like to add a few remarks to those
I made yesterday. I said that the Bill is
designed to extend the provisions of a trust
created by an indenture entered into by the
late Mr. Coyne, who was Secretary for Public
Lands in 1920, and ecertain trustees who
have managed Scartwater Station in the
interests of soldiers who enlisted in the last
war., We are now extending that trust,
which was set out to be for the benefit of—

¢‘Returned soldiers who enlisted during
the Great War from or werc residents of
the area comprised within the boundaries
of the State electoral distriets (as then
constituted) of Bowen, Townsville, Mun-
dingburra, Charters Towers, Queenton,
Kennedy, Flinders, and IHerbert, so much
of the electoral district of Gregory as is
comprised in its divisions of Hughenden
and Muttaburra, and so much of the
electoral distriet of Leichhardt as is to
the north of the southern boundaries of

Doongmabulla, Labona, Moray Downs,
Durdham, Frankfield, Kutchi, Barecombe,
Kileummin, Logan Downs, and Logan
Downs Kast stations; and

“Wounded or disabled soldiers who

enlisted during the Great War from or
were residents of the area aforesaid; and

““The widows, children, and other
dependants of all such soldiers as afore-
said.”’

The Bill is designed to extend that trust to
those who have enlisted or enlist in the pre-
sent war.

The areas that will benefit will be the
same as those covered by the original trust
in 1920 irrespective of any alteration that
might have been brought about in electorates
as a result of the redistribution of elec-
torates.

Mr., Nimmo: Who was the man respon-
sible for the property in the first place

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
As T said yesterday, it was a pastoral hold-
ing that was already in the hands of the
Crown, and it was proposed to eut it up
into grazing properties, The proposal was
made to the then Government, through a
certain gentleman interested.

My, Nimmo: Who was responsible?
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

am endeavouring to explain to the hon.
gentleman if he would be good enough to be
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patient and listen. I have already told the
House that the late Mr. 1larry Coyne, the
then Secretary for Public Lands, agreed to
a proposal placed before him to enable this
property to he vested in certain trustees,
to be managed for the benefit of those who
enlisted in the last war. That is how the
trust started. Naturally, as the years have
passed the number of those benefiting from
the trust has dwindled and this Bill will
cnable the trust to extend the bencfits to
those who have enlisted in the present war.

The Bill is a result of a request made to
the Premier by Mr. A. W. H. Cunningham,
one of the original trustees, who is living.
After examining the proposal the Govern-
ment thought it was desirable to extend the
trust and allow the present trustees to con-
tinue to manage Scartwater Station and
allow the proceeds to benefit not only those
who enlisted in the last war, but also those
engaged in the present war. The trust has
been very faithfully managed over the years
by those associated with it. The trustees
have had considerable support from the
North Queenzland branch of the Returned
Soldiers and Sallors and Airmen’s Imperial
League of Australia, which body is in agree-
ment with the proposal to extend the trust
as provided in this Bill,

A considerable amount of money has been
handed over to the Returned Soldiers and
Sailors and Alrmen’s Imperial League of
Australia in North Queensland—something
like £9,000, which has in turn been distri-
buted by the league in the Townsville dis-
trict as desired.

The trust further provides for am annual
scholarship to be known as ‘‘The Scart-
water Scholarship,”’ and also an annual
scholarship to be known as ‘‘The Cunning-
ham Scholarship.”’ There is also provision
to make a Secartwater grant. That is not
limited. The trustees ean make such grant
as they deem fit, as distinet from the scholar-
ships. That is to say, they can make a
grant of £10 or £20 to any child of any
returned soldier who may mnot have heen
sufficiently well advanced to win a scholar-
ship. A considerable amount of money has
been distributed in that manmner.

Mr. Nimmos That is over and above the
£0,000?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The £9,000 I mentioned is a direct contribu-
tion to the Returned Soldiers’ League.

My, Nimmo: It is a wonderful thing.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

That the trust has been faithfully managed
over the intervening years is evidenced by
the profits made from working the property.
T mentioned, when introducing the Bill
yesterday, that over the last 20 years the
number of stock on the station increased
from 1,500 to over 11,000.

Mr. Nimmo: What a difference to the
State stations, eh!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

The hon. gentleman cannot keep away from
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Pinkenba, even on a Bill of this mnature.
(Liaughter.)

In any case, the Government intend to do
the desirable thing, and I do not wish to
make any political eapital out of this Dill
even though the hon. member for Oxley may
desire to do so.

The figures I quoted show that the depart-
mental officers appraise a correct value of
these properties, for although the ecarrying
capacity of the station was originally set
down as 6,000-odd ecattle, it is now carry-
ing over 11,000, and has been carrying over
9,000 since 1934.

My. Nimmo: The
improved the property.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
If they have it is all to their credit. All
that we are concerned about at the moment
is to do the right thing by the trustces.
They are the people concerned in the man-
agement of the property. The Government
have mnever interfered im the management.
This Bill simply extends the benefits of the
original trust to those who have enlisted
in this war and their dependants.

trust may have

Honourable Memberss Hear, hear!
The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC LANDS:

The trustees also invested £10,000 in war loans,
and have a fixed deposit of £3,000 and a
eredit balance of £83. Hon. members will
agree the trust has been used to good purpose.

For the information of hon. members T will
point out what the scholarships provide for.
The Scartwater scholarship is awarded on the
result of the Queensland junior university
examination and is intended to assist financi-
ally a boy of outstanding ability while he is
studying for the senior university examination.
This scholarship will be to the value of £26
per annum to a boy who can live at home and
attend the secondary school, and £52 per
annum to the boy who must live away from
home to attend the secondary school.

The Cunningham scholarship is awarded on
the results of the Queensland University senior
examination to enable a boy to study at the
Queensland University. It is worth £100 per
annum. The trustees may award one
Scartwater scholarship and one Cunningham
scholarship. Then there is the Scartwater
Trustees’ Grant of a sum of momney not to
exceed £10 in any case to provide financial
assistance in special cases to sons or daughters
with the qualifications as in Part II. of the
trust deed who are studying or who have
undertaken specialised study at or apart from
a secondary school to fit themselves for a
particular profession.

In that way hon. members can see the
trustees have contributed a good deal to the
sons and daughters of the returned soldiers
from the last war, and that good work will
be carried on when the Bill is passed.

As a result of the good management of the
property the stock has increased very con-
siderably over a number of years. The latest
returns show 11,190 head of cattle and 129
head of horses. Seeing the carrying capacity
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is put down at only 6,726, the property is
apparently well developed or the departmental
officers have taken a very reasonable view in
assessing its carrying capacity.

I mentioned also the profits that had been
made. I notiee that the net profit for 1940 is
set down £6,125, which is a remarkably good
return considering the number of stock on the
property. Again, Mr. Speaker, that shows that
every attention has been given to the property.

Mr. Massey: Is that allowing for taxa-
tion?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
No, owing to the nature of the undertaking
the Government would not expect them to pay
taxation.

My, Massey: Do they pay a Federal tax?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I cannot answer for the Federal people. The
State has not in any way assessed income tax
on the property, owing to the nature of the
undertaking. The reasonable thing is to
relieve the trustees of that responsibility.

Mr., NICKLIN (Murrumba) (2.20 pam.):
‘When we consider the very worthy objeet of
the trust, the gentlemen responsible for its
establishment deserve every commendation.
The purposes of the trust also deserve every
commendation. As the Minister has stated,
the gentlemen responsible for creating the
trust have also taken a keen interest in its
working sinee, and the results achieved show
that the property has had eareful management
and that the objects for which the trust was
established have benefited considerably. I
know that the Northern branch of the
Returned Soldiers’ League appreciate the
operations of this trust and the help they
get from it. Reading the report of the last
State conference of the Returned Soldiers’
League, I noticed very favourable comment
on the aid the returned soldiers in Northern
Queensland get from the operations of this
trust. Although the last war oceurred 25
vears ago and that perhaps the trust may not
be called upon in these days to give the same
measure of assistance to the soldiers who
enlisted and fought in that war, it also provides
for their dependants. Notwithstanding this,
I suppose the calls on the trust will be less
as the years pass by. But we are now engaged
in another war and this Bill extends the
operations of this trust to soldiers who fight in
the present war and their dependants and it
will be many years before there will be no
need to call for assistance from the trust.

The example set by the gentlemen respon-
sible for the ecreation of the trust is one
that might well be followed by others.
Undoubtedly, it has been of great benefit to
the men of that distriet who served their
country and I hope as a result of the passage
of this measure the trust will continue to give
the same excellent serviece as it has given in
the past.

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) (2.23 p.m.):
I should not like a measure of this kind to
go through the House without having a few
words to say in appreciation of the patriotic
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and very publie-spirited gentlemen who created
this trust and who during the period of the
last war and again during the period of the
present war have banded together to operate
a large pastoral holding for the purpose of
earning profit to help returned soldiers and
their families. That is practical patriotism
and frequently, as you know, Mr. Speaker, in
our political diseussions we do not stop long
enough to ponder on the work, effort, and
time that must be given by men such as
Messrs. Cunningham, Pott, Wilson, and Toms
named in the Bill as managing trustees of
the Scartwater Trust. It is only right that
Parliament should record an appreciation of
the work of these men, who with their own
properties to manage find the time to manage
a property such as this, on which, as was
stated by the Minister this morning, 11,000
head of cattle run. To look after that number
of cattle and to earn the profits mentioned
is not a light task by any means. It demands
much care and attention by those entrusted
with the responsibility of managing the trust.
It is a generous-spirited action on the part
of these men, as T am sure every hon. member
will agree. T am glad to have the opportunity
to pay my tribute to them.

I hope that they may be long spared to
continue this excellent work of rendering
service to those who have enlisted and those
of their families who may be in want during
their absence.

Mr. JESSON (Kennedy) (2.25 pm.): I
feel that I should be lacking in my duty as
the representative of the Kennedy electorate
if T did not voice the appreciation of the
many returned soldiers in that electorate of
the help that the Scartwater Trust has been
to them over a long period of years.

Hon. members do not realise just what this
trust has done for our returned soldiers. Its
scope is wide, and I have personal knowledge
of cases in which returned soldiers with its
aid have becen able to go as far South as
Melbourne to seek the treatment of special-
ists for complaints that have developed
often as a result of their service overseas
during the last war., What has been done
for those men and their dependants by the
trust is deserving of the highest praise. I
know, too, of a number of returned soldiers
who have been settled successfully on the
land, who have been helped to buy cattle and
to put homes on selections by this trust, and
I feel certain that I am voicing the opinion
of every member of the community when I
say that Mr. Cunningham, one of the original
trustees, and the branches of the Returned
Soldiers’ League in Townsville and other
districts in which the trust operates are to be
highly congratulated upon what has been
done.

I am glad to notice that Mr. Cunningham
and the other members of the trust had the
foresight to ask this Government to amend
the trust deed in order that they might help
those of our soldiers who may be returning
from the present war. Already a number of
men who enlisted from' the North have
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"eturned. It is well known that on a popula-
ton basis the northern distriets of Queens-
lind have the highest percentage of enlist-
ments in the State. That being so, it is
obrious that a greater number of men will be
retirning to the northern distriets than to
othar parts of the State. I congratulate the
trustees, those branches of the Returned
Solliers’ League that make recommendations
to them and the Government for what has
been done in this great work.

Motion (Mr. Walsh) agreed to.

COMMITTEE,
(Mr. Gair, South Brisbane, in the chair.)
Clauses 1 and 2, as read, agreed to.

Claise 3—Extension of objects
Trust—

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. E. J. Walsh, Mirani) (2.30 pm.): I
might point out that this clause includes a
definition of ‘‘soldier.”” The term means a
person who is or was a member of any of the
naval, military, or air forces of the Common-
wealth, That is a wide definition, and will
be useful ‘o the trust in deciding the persons
to whom assistance will be given. I person-
ally raised the question whether a nurse
engaged in the war might be able to derive
some benefit from the trust.

of the

T might mention also for the information
of hon. members that the selection of new
trustees is provided for in the indenture;
they are chosen by the remaining trustees.

Clause 3, as read, agreed to.

Clauses 4 to 6, both
preamble, as read, agreed to.

inclusive, and

Bill reported, without amendment.

BUFFALO FLY CONTROL BILL.
SECOND READING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK (Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo
(2.34 pm.): I move—

‘“That the Bill be now read a second
time.’’

In the debate of this Bill yesterday, one or
two points of more than passing importance
were raiscd by loun. members of the Oppo-
sition, but the most important or significant
statement I think was that made by the hon.
member for West Moreton. He contended
that there was no rcason to believe that the
buffalo fly had not reached the limit of the
area it was eapable of inhabiting. I am
inclined to think that he made the same state-
ment when we were debating the Buffalo Fly
Control Bill last wear.

The point that is vital to the statement
made is that since the hon. member made his
statement during the last session of the last
Parliament, the buffalo fly has invaded new
territory. To-day it is within a stone’s throw
of Mungana. That being so, the argument
advanced by the hon. member for West
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Moreton is abundantly disproven by the facts
of the case. It is true that all secientifie
opinion and all opinion based on a know-
ledge of the case and on investigation into
the habits of the buffalo fly point to the con-
clusion that so long as you have the condi~
tions necessary for the multiplication of the
fly it will persist to multiply. The condi-
tions that are favourable to multiplication
are as stated by the ex-leader of the Oppo-
sition—namely, ~a humid atmosphere and
abundant rainfall. I go so far as to say that
there are three conditions that make for the
multiplication of the buffalo fly in any habi-
tat—a moist climate, a high rainfall, cattle
and the excreta of cattle.

(iven those three major things, you lave
everything necessary for the multiplication
of the fly. However, it has been reasonably
quieseent in past years because it did not
have those favourable conditions. It has
been held in subjection, or held in abeyance,
simply because that combination of ecireum-
stanees did not arise, but the closer it gets
to the coast the closer it gets to that desirable
combination of circumstances.

Mr. Macdonald: Are those the limiting
factors?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK ¢ The limiting factors ought to
be well known to the hon. member. The
limiting factors that existed in the Northern
Territory where the buffalo fly was originally
disecovered permitted its multiplication under
adverse conditions in comparison with those it
needs for maximum multiplication. Now it is
moving towards the coast, where the conditions
are infinitely more satisfactory for multipliea-
tion. Hon. members know, or they should
know, that the buffalo fly multiplies by
propagation in the exerement of cattle. If
there are only one or two or three beasts to
the square mile the multiplication factor is
limited both because of the want of enough
hosts and because of the lack of food for the
sustenance of the fly. However, a territory
that carries ome, two, or three beasts to the
acre connotes a much more abundant rainfall,
which also connotes a much more extensive
multiplication of the buffalo fly, because
there are more animals to serve as their hosts.
Under those circumstances it would be futile
to argue that we should adopt the policy that
the ex-leader of the Opposition hinted should
be adopted—that is, one of laissez faire, leave
things alone. In my opinion that would be
fatal, and if I were to do that I should be
doing a great disscrvice to the dairying
industry of the State.

It is true that no man can say what are
the confines of the buffalo fly. We can only
observe the conditions that are favourable
for its multiplication and mark Australia into
territories where those conditions prevail,
but there is really no limit to its mwultipli-
cation except, perhaps, in the dead heart of
the continent.

The buffalo fly can become a national
scourge of major consequence. Has it ever
occurred to any hon. member that we have
never felt the full force of its possibilities?
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I hope we never shall. Up to the present it
has been held by our system of control, which
I frankly admit was initiated by my prede-
cessor in office, the hon. member for Cooroora.
Now it is making a tremendous bid, under
favourable weather conditions, to penetrate
to a much more favourable environment. It
had in its older environment a limiting factor
and another limiting factor in the number of
its hosts, but almost immediately it eomes in
contact with the living host that it requires
it will multiply alarmingly. Because of these
circumstances we have heard stories of losses,
and we have heard grave stories of buffalo-fly
worries. I know that stockowners estimate
that their cattle have lost 20 and 40 lb.
because of the buffalo fly.

We have to remember, too, that the Gulf
cattle are less sensitive and therefore less
susceptible to the gentle ministration of this
marauder than dairy cattle. When the
butfalo fly comes to the coast, where we have
a highly sensitised dairy animal, we shall see
the fly in all its malignanecy.

The dairy beast’s skin, of eourse, is much
thinner than the skin of the average Gulf
breed. When it does come to the coast, if
it does, the perpetual worry that will he asso-
clated with the stock and fly in conjunction
will have a very grave effect on the dairy
beast. If that were the only thing that
would happen it would not be so serious, but
the consequences might be much greater than
that. T should not be willing to accept the
opinion of an hon. member who will say that
the buffalo fly has reached its limits. Rather
would T accept the very grave warnings of
competent individuals in Australia and elsec-
where who from time to time have uttered
grave warnings of the possibilities of this
pest.

Let me fivst refer to my own officers. Dur-
ing the past recess I sent two or three'of my
officers to the Gulf country to make a survey
of the incidence of the fly. Like many other
hon. members who have some sense of their
responsibility, T was, and am still, seriously
alarmed at the spread of the fly. One of
those officers was Dr. Roberts, a gentleman
of international reputation who is regarded as
one of the pre-eminent entomologists and
veterinary pathologists in Australia, and a
man who has made a material contribution to
world literature in specified lines. He spent
some time in the North. Some sections of his
report were quoted here recently. T think
his report was of sufficient importance to be
published in the ¢‘Agricultural Journal.”’
If any hon., member can read that report
without a sense of apprehension then no treatise
of a similar character would raise any appre-
hension in any reasonably-minded hon. mem-
ber. It is a report fraught with the gravest
consequences if its warning is not heeded.

Then let us turn to the professor in veter-
inary science at the University, Professor
Seddon. At my request he has completed a
report on the fly. It has been one of his most
important worries during the last 12 months.
He is quite adamant in the opinion that any
action that can be taken should be taken and
must be taken in view of the menace that is
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represented by the intrusion of this very smal
but very destruective little inseet.

Let us turn now to the Counecil for Scienfific
and Industrial Research. It may be'clained
that I have been quoting the opinions of
my own ofticers. Let me then discharge that
burden from my conscience, if it is a bwden,
and let us see what the Commonwealth oficers
had to say about it. Sir David Rivett, Deputy
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the
Council, frankly confessed to me last year
that all their attempts at biologieal centrol
had failed, but the general consensis of
opinion among the Council for Secientife and
Industrial Research workers—and we wil con-
cede that they are the most highly trained
body of men cngaged in scientific resesrch of
this kind in Australia—is that some very
effective action should be taken to prevent
the spread of the buffalo fly.

One would be blind indeed to one’s duties
and derelict to one’s responsibilities if one did
not heed this warning. I heard one hon.
member yesterday discuss the buffale fly with-
out any knowledge whatever of it. I heard
another hon. member suggest that he was
going to put plants on a station tc control it.
I believe that there are probably only two
men in this House who would know a buffalo
fly if they saw it, although I am open to
correction on that point. I believe that the
ex-Secretary for Agriculture and Stock, the
hon. member for Coorcora, who made a trip
to the Gulf country and came back ‘and
reported to his Government that there was an
absolute need for immediate action, and I,
are perhaps the only two hon. members who
have seen the buffalo fiy.

By, Jones: I have seen it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: I beg the hon. member’s
pardon. Only those who have seen it have an
opportunity of assessing the damage the
buffalo fly can do.

My, Maher: The hon. member for Cook
has seen it. It Is in his elcetorate.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: The hon. member said it
was not; he said the fly was not making east.
‘When I informed this House that it had been
necessary to put in two additional plants,
making three clearance spray plants, the
hon. member interjected and said, ‘‘A waste
of time; a waste of money.”’

My, Mahers Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: The hon. member confirms
his interjection. In effect he says that these
spray plants are a waste of time or a waste
of money. T cannot understand the mentality
of a man who makes a comment of that
nature. I am not willing to accept the
unguided opinion of the hon. member as
against the ascertained, tested, and scientifie
opinion of men who have dedicated their lives
to these problems.

Mr. Maher: If
justification.

there is mnot any
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: If the hon. member says
that we should not be doing this thing, then
we should not be doing it in countless other
directions.

Mr. Maher: You would have to clip his
wings.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: The hon. member chooses
to be facetious, but it seems to me I am
compelled to accept the opinion of those men
who are competent to express an opinion about
these things. I am afraid I eannot put the
case in that class.

My. Clayton: Why not clean up the tick
before you deal with the buflalo fiy?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: The hon. member talks about
cleaning up the tick. That is another ques-
tion. Much effort has been spent in the elean-
ing up of the tick both here and in New South
Wales, and the hon, member knows that.
There would probably be very little tick
problem in this State if the people had faced
up to this problem when the tick first appeared
in Northern Queensland. It has actually been
sald that we allowed the tick to develop in
the way it has before we sat up and took
notice of the possibilities of this marauder.

My, Mullers You cannot stop the spread
of the tiek.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: I am afraid the hon. member
has a very poor knowledge of the spread of
the tick if he makes that statement. There
is a fairly large body of uninformed opinion
that aspparently thinks the tick has reached
the lmit of its habitable area in Queensland
and New South Wales.

My Mullers That is pretty right, too.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AKD STOCK: I do not hold that view at
all. T have oceasionally to deal with isolated
outbreaks of tick. There is an isolated out-
break at the present time and we have been
to all sorts of pains during several months
past to stamp out that outbreak. I remember
an outhreak of tick in an area some years
ago, and people like the hon. member said
that the tick would not survive there. The
tick is surviving there

Mr. Sparkes: For a few months.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: I am glad the hon. member
says that because it took three vears to
eliminate the tick from that area. If the tick
can survive for three years he can survive
for 30 years or 300 years, as the case may be.
Control measures in relation to the tick have
preserved a vast area of our State from the
spread of the tick.

There is no doubt that some hon. members
opposite take certain small areas where
there appears to be some physical or patho-
logical prohibition against the tick and
endeavour to apply that to the whole of the
State. If the tick had reached the limit
of its possibilities, then all tick control would
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be futile, but tbere is mot an authority in
the world that knows anything about the
tick who will admit the truth of the argu-
ment that the tick has reached the limit.

Mr. Sparkes: How much did New South
Wales spend to keep the tick out of that
State?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: I am unable to say. I am
not in any way responsible.

Mr., Sparkes: You know that it was a
large sum,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: I know that the New South
Wales-Commonv ealth Tieck Board eclaims to
have cleared up a fairly large area that was
tick-infested. I hope it has. There is some
agreement in operation that provides when
it has cleaned up the tick in New South
Wales the organisation moves to Queensland
and clears up the tick here. I am not very
optimistic about that. However, this argu-
ment does not concern the tick but the
buffalo fly.

My, Nieklin: Do you think the buffalo
fly could live in the southern part of the
State?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
ANB STOCK: 1 will quote several
examples to show that it can, but I might
answer the question at once with a most
emphatic ‘‘Yes.”” T refer the hon. gentle-
man to the Natal coast in South Afriea.
The buffalo fly thrives there in a climate
not materially different from that of our
eastern seaboard and with a rainfall of 30
inches. Another proof is that the Western
Australian Department of Agriculture bred
out several generations of buffalo fly under
natural conditions at Perth.

Mr. Haher: Laboratory conditions.

he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: Not under laboratory condi-
tions. T said that they were bred out under
natural conditions. If the hon. member sug-
gests they were bred under artificial heat
and all that sort of thing I will entirely
disabuse his mind of that. They were bred
out under natural conditions in Perth. The
Department there bred out six generations
and then beeame apprehensive of the possi-
bilities of the liberation and spread and
extinguished it.

The buffalo fly has been located in Central
China. Tt is the same speeies of buffalo
fly, Lyperosia exigua, that is here, Surely
to goodness, Central China, with its eold
winter and Western Awustralia, with the
climatic variations somewhat similar to those
here, represent a very wide range of climate.
The work that has been done in Mexico,
Texas, and some of the other Southern States
of the TUnited States indicates that it is
not a question of acelimatisation but a ques-
tion of limitation. If the fly happens to
find it is in an area that is not favourable
to it, sooner or later it will go, probably to
an area that is favourable to it, and then
multiplication takes place at an incredible
rate.
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The point has been made from time to
time and will be probably made in this
debate that the work the Bill contemplates
should be g charge on the Crown.

Mr. Macdonalds Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: Of course, hon. members
opposite say, ¢‘Hear, hear!’’ I ecannot
understand an attitude that suggests that
one should not faece up to all responsibilities.
Why should this be a charge on the Crown?

Mr, Macdonald: Because it is a national

matter,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: The hon. member says it is
a national matter. ILet us multiply his asser-
tion and say it is a national matter.

Mr, Maedonald: Have you approached
the Commonwealth?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: As members of the Aus-
tralian Agrieultural Council, we have earried
resolutions until we are black in the face.
We have approached the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment from time to time and pointed out
their responsibility in this matter, but so far
nothing has been done.

My, Muller: Perhaps they are acting on
the adviee of the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research and do not think it is
worth while.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: Can the hon. member pro-
duce any evidence that the Council for
Scientific and Industrial Rescarch has ever
expressed that opinion?

My, Muller: No.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: Then why does the hon.
member malke that statement? ILet me tell
him that the Council for Secientific and Indus-
trial Research looks upon this as an extremely
grave problem for Australia.

Mr. Muller: It is remarkable that the
Commonwealth Government are not willing
to act on that opinion.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: Is it? In my opinion it
would be remarkable if the ex-Commoniwealth
Government were ever willing to make any
contribution of any character to any problem
in Qucensland, and the hon. member knows
that. So far as contributions to research
in Queensland are concerned, the Common-
wealth Government—which, no doubt, the
Lhon. member helped to create—have given
this State the most niggardly treatment and
most meagre help. Queensland has made
material contributions to such work, but she
hag lhad to do these things at her own
expense.

Mr. Barnes: I have changed the Federal
Government for you. You should be able
to get it now.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE

AND STOCK: I am pleased if the hon.
member did succeed in doing that.
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It is not only my complaint but that of
the graziers, the people who are associated
with research work, and agriculturists in
general, that the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research has pursued a policy of
centralisation. The hon. member for Fassi-
fern was associated with some plant investi-
gation, I understand, and some proposal for
the ecstablishment of a laboratory and
research  organisation in  Queensland for
pasture improvement., The Commonwealth
Government turned that proposal down.

Mr. Massey: That is all dealing with the
past.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: Can the hon. memper tell
me of any undertaking of an agricultural
character of any importance with which the
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research
is assoclated in Queensland? He cannot,
because, beyond a few small grass plots at
Gatton, which are ill-planned, no Couneil
for Scientific and Industrial Research work
is being undertaken in agriculture in this
State.

Mr. Edwards: Why do you want to make
a party political question of this?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: Let me point out to the hon.
member that these things far transcend
party politics.

My, Edwards: I agree with you.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: I know of half-a-dozen prob-
lems of outstanding national importance in
Queensland with which the Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research, a national
organisation, should be associated, No
matter on which side of the House I may
be sitting, I will say that. Of course, the
blame does not le at the door of the Couneil
for Seientific and TIndustrial Research; it
lies with the Government who find the finance
for this work. I do mot want to create any
false impression; Sir David Rivett, who, in
my opinion, is one of the finest research
workers that Australia has ever produced, a
very distinguished son of Australia, and Dr.
Richardson, a man who is held in great
esteem in the world of agriculture, a man
who is probably one of the greatest soils
authorities in the world

Mr. Edwards: Tell us what he says about
bhuffalo fly.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: I have said alread%that the
chief responsible officers of the Entomolo-
gical Division of the Couneil for Secientific
and Industrial Researeh look upon the buffalo
fly as one of the gravest menaces ever found
in Australia. Can I say any more than
that?

I was about to say that the claim has
been made that the work of controlling the
buffalo fly should be a charge on the State.
It has been a charge on the State since 1923,
a period of 18 years.

Mr. Muller; Why alter it?
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: Why should it not be
altered? Does the hon. member subseribe to
the doctrine that the public should be levied
upon to proteect the private individual and
the private undertaking, or does he subseribe
to the better and the only doctrine, that the
people concerned have some vesponsibility
for the protection of their assets? They
would be protecting themseclves, beeause they
would be protecting their earning capacity, as
the hon. member knows.

In any case, for the edification of hon.
members of this House, might I inform them
that the State has contributed £419,640, by
way of deficits and contributions, to the
Stock Diseases Fund up to June of this year.
The fund to be established—and it will be
established—will start off with a material
deficit, which I have no doubt will be ulti-
mately written off. t ig futile to suggest
that the revenuwe from this Bill that I am
budgeting for is all that will be required to
do the job. Tt will not be, because over the
past years our expenditure has been a great
deal more than that, and as control difficul-
ties will become greater owing to the need
for patrolling wider arcas, it obviouslty will
be an increased amount each year.

My, Macdonald: The thin edge of the
wedge?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: If the hon. member had
taken the trouble to read the Bill, he would
have scen that there is a specific limitation

of the levy that may be imposed under this
Bill.

Mr. Macdonald: The poor old cocky!

ie SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STCECX: There is no pessibility that
any sum in excess of the sum required will be
raised. The Crown will make some contribu-
tion, as the Crown has done in the past, but
it is obviously necessary that the people whose
interests are being protected should make
some contribution towards that protection.

I heard hon. members opposite yesterday
talking about the colossal sums flleched from
the pockets of the unwilling dairy farmer. I
do mnot believe that the dairy farmer is
unwilling to make a contribution towards his
proteetion. The amount involved is 1d. in
every £5 received on the sale of eattle. What
has amused me is that hon. members have no
sympathy for the men protecting the dairy-
ing industry from the invasion of the buffalo
fly. They have no sympathy for those men
who for many yecars have been putting up a
fight under adverse circumstances. No men-
tion has been made of the men engaged in
the beef-cattle industry, who will probably
make a bigger contribution to this fund than
those engaged in the dairying industry, but
the men engaged in the dairying industry
will probably get the greater benefit from
this protection. I dislike the attitude that
says that these men are 1,000 miles away in
the Gulf country, and asks, if they have borne
the burden for so long, why not let them
continue to bear it? That is the attitude of
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hon. members opposite,
deplored.

and it is to be

It has been said by hon. members oppo-
site that this matter is a national problem.
It is to be remembered, however, that I
have no power to invade the State of New
South Wales, physically or metaphorically,
and require that State to make contributions.
Nor have I the power to make the Common-
wealth make contributions. It cannot be
argued that, in view of the seriousness of
the problem—and it is a serious problem,
and it cannot be mitigated without control—
I should sit still and do nothing, fearful that
I might incur the criticism of hon. members
opposite, and let this fly become the majer
menace 1t promises to become, Such an atti-
tude would be cowardly, hard, and wrong.
‘What is the gravamen of the charge by hon.
members opposite?  That it should be a
charge on the Crown? All right. If it is
to be a charge on the Crown, then every
activity of the Department of Agriculture
and Stock should be a charge on the Crown.

My, Barnes: So it should; it is a national
matter.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: Financed by national credit?
(Laughter.)

Bixr. Barnes: We agree.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: There is a limit to the capa-
city of Crown funds. No doubt before this
session is over hon. members opposite will be
raising the question of taxation on an Appro-
priation Bill or some other measure. I have
heard hon. members opposite raise the ques-
tion of taxation both inside the House and
out of it. Has it oecurred to them that every
additional charge ineurred by the Crown
means an inercase in taxation?

Mr. Massey: This is not an additional
charge.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
ARD STOCK: Why?

Mr. Hassey: Because you have been pay-
ing it for years.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: The hon. member suggests
that because we have been paying it for
years we should go on paying it, but I resist
that suggestion because I believe that the
time comes when the people should ecarry
some share of their own responsibilities, I
have always endeavoured to mould the policy
of my department so that the people who got
a benefit would also make a contribution
towards the benefits that they obtained. I can
see¢ no justification for taxing the working
man for the purpose of preventing the buffalo
fly from coming down from the Gulf country.

Mr. Barnes: Neither can I.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: I can see no justification
for asking interests in no way allied with the
dairying and beef-cattle industries to make a
contribution towards the protection, preserva-
tion, and health of those industries. It is
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obvious that each industry should carry some
part of its own burden, and if hon. members
opposite try to controvert that idea, then all
I say is that they have not a proper sense of
the prineiples of responsibility in Govern-
ment finance and the attitude that should be
adopted to the public purse, Hon. members
opposite always want to raid the public purse
in order to achieve their end. I have heard
them advoecate that time after time in this
House—*‘Make it a charge on consolidated
revenue.”” Make the basic-wage earner con-
tribute something towards the protection of
some industry. Hon. members opposite have
raised that question time after time. Ig it
not about time that they looked this question
squarely in the eye, realised their responsibi-
lities in regard to it, and agreed, as they must
in their own hearts, that industry should
make a contribution to its own wellbeing.

Mr. Muller: Why do you not try it all
round?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: We do. The hon. member
makes all kinds of statements and when he is
challenged he weakly retorts, ‘‘You’re
another.’”” That does not solve any problem
at all. There must be distinet cleavage
between Crown responsibilities and indus-
trial responsibilities, whether in the secon-
dary field or the primary field. I do not know
whether the hon, member yet knows that he
has Dbeen returned unopposed for another
term of office on the Butter Board.

Mr. Maher: Congratulations!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: I extend my congratulations
to the hon. member. It is true that on the
Butter Board the hon. member has observed
the principle that industry should bear a
share of its respomsibility. That has been
well recognised, well defined, and well prac-
tised. Will the hon. member deny that? The
prineiple that he applies to one phase of
mdustry he denies to another phase of
industry. There must be some consisteney in
these questions.

I am sorry that hon. members have taken
a parochial view of this national question. I
say in all sineerity that my opinion, my
reading, my knowledge, and my observation
all lead me to believe that there is a national
responsibility and the duty reposes on my
shoulders, as head of the agrieultural services
of this State, to face up to that responsibility.
I propose to face up to that responsibility.
I propose to offer some relief to the people
who have held the fort in the Gulf country.
I propose to spread this burden over those
people who should earry it.

In conclusion, just let me put these people
in the Gulf country in the witness-box. Hon.
members opposite say that the buffalo fly is
not a menace, it does not matter because it
is a thousand miles away, and because it
does not worry us, we, therefore, should not
worry about it.

Mr. Yeates: I never said that.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: I will omit the hon. member
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from that charge. That is the general tenor
of the debate of many hon. members opposite.
I remind those hon. members that at a meet-
ing of ecattle-growers in the infected area
held in a little Gulf town this attitude was
taken: they want the buffalo fly controlled,
but they do not want the cost of that control
thrown entirely on their shoulders.

Mr. Macdonald: Why was the Bill not
proceeded with last year?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AXD STOCK: The hon. member knows
why last year’s Bill was withdrawn.

The people in the Gulf country suggest
that the cost of control should be a charge
on the stockowners of the State. I agree, to
a degree, that these Gulf people should have
their burden lightened; in fact, I am of
opinion that their burden should be lightened.
I will tell the hon. member for Stanley why
it was withdrawn last year.

There was a drought prevailing and the
probabilities are that the capacity of cattle-
owners to pay was very gravely lowered. If
hon. members opposite do not want sympathy
and practical help extended to the dairying
and beef-cattle industry, let them sav so. The
only rezson why this Bill was withdrawn last
year—

Mr. Macdonald: Was because an election
was pending.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK: Was because it might have
imposed some hardship on the people who may
have had to contribute. If the hon. member
thinks that was nothing, and I thought that
was nothing, let him disabuse his mind in that
respect. I regret that he should sink into a
quagmire of that character.

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) (3.30 p.m.):
Despite the eloquent pleadings of the Minister,
I am not one of those who are going to fall
for his blandishments. The Bill is obviously
one designed to raise taxation. There is
nothing in the Bill that sets up the method
of control or eradication of the fly. The
Minister did not in any way meet the argu-
ments I submitted on the initiatory stage. He
has his point of view and I have mine. I
quoted a letter from a practical grazier who
does mnot live in the area where the fly
flourishes, but whose station property is
continuously linked up with properties in the
affected area. He made a statement—and he
has no axe to grind—in which he advoeated
the discontinuance of spraying as it was a
waste of time and money. Mr. Nicholson has
been in the habit of buying store cattle in the
Gulf eountry, and he has found that as the
cattle reach the higher altitudes the fly leave
them altogether.

The Secretary for Agriculfure and Stock:
He probably brought cattle away from non-
affected country.

Mr. MAHER: No. He clearly stated that
the cattle were heavily infested with fly and
he gave the name of the station where he
hought them,
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The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
He could not get cattle out of buffalo-fly
country without spraying.

Mr., MAHER: This was in 1928. I do
not know whether the Minister had his spray-
ing arrangement set out so effectively thenm.
I do not think the hon. gentleman was Secre-
tary for Agriculture and Stock at that time;
I am not sure that it was not the Premier
who occupied the office then.

There is a practical cattleman who says
that there is much loose talk about the huffalo
fly and the alleged danger to cattle in other
parts of the State.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
His statement is an opinion; my statements
are facts.

Mr., MAHER: His opinion is based on
practical experience. Ile lives amongst the
cattle and he says, ‘‘Here is a continuous
link of cattle stations from my property to
the Gulf, and if the fly could successfully
penetrate the climatie barriers then there is
nothing to prevent it from going from beast
to beast and station to station and linking
up from Burketown to the Ingham distriet.”’
Those are things that one cannot lightly set
aside. Mr, Atkinson knows the position and
he is willing to buy infected cattle in the
Gulf country and take them down to his own
country and take the chance of infesting herds
at home,.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
To test the sincerity of your statement, will
you let me release buffalo fly on your land.

Mr. MAHER: I am not going to tempt
Providence; I do not think that is a fair pro-
posal. I am afraid the MMinister is erying
“Wolf”’ when the wolf is not there. He
desires to get the £6,000 in taxation and fear
is one of the most polent weapons to make
taxpayers pay a tax without murmuring;
therefore, the Minister instils fear into their
minds when the evidence seems to suggest that
this fly cannot survive in these southerly
latitudes.

Mr. Collins: What was the opinion of
the ex-Minister?

Mr. MAHER: The ex-Secretary for Agri-
culture and Stock, my esteemed colleague, the
hon. member for Cooroora, went up to the
Gulf country and he was certainly impressed
with the danger to the cattle in that area.
IIe regarded the buffalo fly in the Gulf
country as a scourge and on his return he
made a recommendation for the expenditure of
a substantial sum in order to prevent the
possible visitation of the fly to Southern
Queensland. The ex-Minister stated here the
other day that at that time he thought it
would be only a short time bhefore the buffalo
fly would be here if steps were not taken to
prevent its spread. That was 10 years ago.
The ex-Minister frankly said that when he
visited the Gulf area in 1929 or 1930 he
thought the fly would be here soon after. The
Premier was Secretary for Agriculture and
Stock at one time, and he had to deal with
the same problems; no doubt, he feared as a
result of information p]aced before him by
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his officers that it would not be long before
the buffalo fly would be amongst the herds
in the South. Yet time has gone by and the
fly is still in the Gulf area, where it has been
for 100 years.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stocks
How do you explain its consistent spread year
by year towards the eastern seaboard?

Mr. MAHER: There, again, it brings us
back to the unassailable faet that the fly
is an insect with wings, and despite all spray-
ing of railway trains and infeeted cattle
can unfold its wings and depart to other
regions. There is a waste of time and money
in trying to control by spraving an insect
that can fly. Omue sees the height of the
absurdity when one looks at it in that light
—trying to control a flying insect by spray-
ing. The Minister must take into account
that irrespective of the flies killed by spray-
ing operations, there remain millions of flies
not controlled at all, which can fly to another
region not so very far away in which the
humid conditions enable them to live. For
all T know, the buffalo fly may thrive on
spraying.

I remember, Mr. Speaker, that some years
ago an old friend of mine in the Yelarbon
distriet was concerned about the rabbit infes-
tation of his property. He was persuaded to
buy, at a cost of £100, some sort of plant
that was on display at the Sydney show. It
was some sort of cyanide-gas plant. 'The
cyanide was pumped into the rabbit warren.
He told me after using the plant for about
six months he thought the rabbits were getting
fat on the cyanide. I do not know whether
the buffalo fly in the Gulf will not thrive on
the spray. But seriously there is a factor to
be considered here. The Minister asks, ‘‘How
do you account for the eastern progress of
the iy ?’? He has not indieated how far this

easterly movement has proceeded, but it is
poqsﬂﬂo that the fly might fly so far easterly
in the season of the year helpful to him.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stoek:
Does the report of Dr. Roberts, part of which
you read yesterday, suggest that the fly is
mainly distributed by flying?

Mr. MAHER: No. It was an interesting
report, but we cannot escape from the fact
that the main progress is made by flying.
There are cattle all along the route and the
insect could travel with the cattle amd fly
from beast to beast and make progress im
that way, but the important point is that the
only progress that the fly can make is as far
as the natural barriers of climate, humidity,
temperature, and excessive rainfall will permit
it to fly. The limitation is as hard and
fast as the laws of the Medes and Persians,
which history records were unalterable. These
natural bartiers to the fly are unalterable.
They have stood like a rock for 116 years—
sinee the fly first came to the northern shores
of Australia.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stocks
Where are the limits of these natural barriers?

Mr. MAHER: There is a line—it must
be known to the Minister’s officers—that
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varies according to the ebb and flow of the
seasons. As the humidity and the heavy rain-
falls of the monsoonal conditions progress
east, west, or south, to that extent the iy
can go, but as the monsoonal seasons retreat,
so the fly retreats to its natural habitat and
environment in which it thrives. If the
buffalo fly was the danger to our southern
herds that the Minister would have us believe,
there would have been a movement of the fly
to the south long ago—with the great move-
ment of stock from the Northern Territory
and the Gulf country down through the back
country of Queensland and New South Wales
to the South—and the herds of Southern
Queensland would have been infested long
ago. In fact, the herds of the Commonwealth
would have been infested.

The Minister states that this fly is also a
souree of trouble in South Africa. According
to Dr. Roberts’s statement, it is a different
type of fly there. In his interesting article
on the buffale fly, contained in the ¢‘Queens-
land Agrieultural Journal’’ of 1 July last,
Dr. Roberts says:—

‘“Closely allied species occur in America
(Lyperosia irritans) and in South Africa
(Lyperosia minuta), where they are known
as horn flies from their habit of resting on
the horns of cattle.’’

I do not know the differences between the
irritans, the minuta, and exigua, but it is
clearly a different species that we have here.
The exigua might live in Natal, but the
Natal fly is not the same fly with which we
are dealing in Queensland.

I had occasion to ask the Minister the
other day about the spur-throated locust at
Muckadilla. I asked him if it was the species
known as the dreaded spur-throated locust of
Afriea, The Minister said that it was not,
that it was a spur-throated locust but not the
Afriecan species. The African locust is a
devastating insect, asits name——dreaded spur-
throated locust—indicates, but aceording to
the Minister the Australian locust is of the
spur-throated variety but not the dreaded
species. Apparently there is a difference in
the effects that the buffalo fiy has on stock.
The type that may live and thrive in Natal
might not thrive so well in Queensland. We
are dealing with the fly that we know, the
buffalo fly, and comparison with Africa, there-
fore, will not help our case.

Then we have the expert opinion of Pro-
fessor . Handschin, who investigated this
matter in Java and Northern Australia, and
in a report published by him in August, 1932,
says—

““The results of the work so far done
indicate that temperature controls the
spread of the fly and humidity its local
abundance. High humidity alone does mnot
provide a condition in which the fly may
live,”’

Therefore, in areas of the State, or of Aus-
tralia, with low humidity, and in the low
temperature areas, this fly has no chance at
all.
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The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
The professor qualifies that by saying, ‘‘So
far.”’

Mr. MAHER: He says—

““On the other hand, the fly will not
flourish, even with a suitable temperature,
without sufficient humidity. So in Northern
Australia, in the dry scason, Lyperosia is
confined to moist and damp situations round
lagoons and swamps,’’

Then he goes on to say—

““From the data which have been amassed
on humidity and temperature, we can say
of the possible distribution of Lyperosia,
that the southern portion of Western Aus-
tralia is out of danger since it experiences
long periods with low temperatures during
the winter months. So also, New South
Wales and Southern Queensland are pro-
bably excluded.’”’

There is an expert opinion that supports the
case I am making.

Whilst I said in reply to the Minister that
it is a waste of time and money to establish
spraying plants, I do not want that statement
to be taken too literally. I do not object to
the taking of any reasonable steps to control
the spread of the fdy as far as possible. I
admit that the Minister has a responsibility
to do that, and to the extent that he is
honestly eundeavouring to discharge that
responsibility he has my'good will and support,
When it ecomes to the means of raising the
money for this purpose, however, L find mysclf
in disagreement with him. T do not agree
with the method by which it is proposed to
raise these funds.

The Minister is imposing a tax amounting
to 1d. for every £5 realised and calls
upon the cattle-owner or vendor of cattle to
give a receipt to the purchaser for the amount
involved in the sale. Thereafter the vendor
must affix a cattle duty stamp to the receipt.
You see, Mr. Speaker, that this is a very
awkward thing for the cattle-owner to do. It
is not always easy for cattlemen situated in
remote parts of Queensland to have supplies
of these stamps on hand. I say that it is an
inconvenience and the system is an irritating
one, because not only must the receipt bear
the cattle duty stamp, but also the duty stamp
provided for under the Stamp Duties Act.
Apparenty, two sets of stamps have to be put
on each receipt relating to the sale of cattle.
‘When one considers the hundred and one
obligations on stockowners in these days, such
as the returns they have to furnish and the
stamps they have to buy, onme sees that the
business becomes complicated. The stock-
owner has to make out his stock returns and
pay taxes on the stock he holds; he has to
make up his pay-roll tax, deal with unemploy-
ment insurance returns, keep wages books,
keep ordinary duty stamps, and keep in store
a supply of cattle duty stamps. I say that
the system that the Minister is employing to
raise the money for the purpose of easing the
burden on the cattle-owners in the Gulf
country is one of the main objections the
Opposttion have to the Bill. We object to
the principle of the stamp and contend that
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if a tax is to be raised the amount should be
incorporated in the diseases in stock tax, so
that one tax would apply instcad of =a
number.

Another important aspect of the matter is
that if there is any basis for the Minister’s
argument about keeping infestation in the
Gulf country or confining its operations to
that area, a community service is being
rendered. I have noticed in this House the
Government’s inelination to discriminate
between sections of the people. If it comes
to the establishment of an Industrial Court
for the benefit of workers in industry no
special tax is placed upon trade unionists
and associated workers in industry to provide
the money to maintain the court, and there is
no tax levied upon employers who have aceess
to the eourt. The cost of the court is a charge
on the revenue of the State, because a
community service, the Premier would argue,
is being rendered. All these things constitute
a community service and are financed from
consolidated revenue, but when it comes to a
measure relating to a primary industry the
Government seem to have adopted the
principle of discrimination, and compel those
engaged in rural industries to pay a special
tax in addition to the manifold taxes they
pay to the Commonwealth, the State, and
semi-governmental authorities to-day. Here
an amount of only £6,000 is involved and it
would not be worth arguing about if it were
being raised from the right source. The
Stock Diseases Fund has been fairly buoyant
and I quoted figures the other day to show
that for 1939-40 £46,000 was available to
the Minister. For the following year the fund
was more buoyant still. A sum of £51,000
was available to him from that fund in that
year. If he is determined to collect the money
there are two fields available, the first—if he
regards this work in the Gulf as a community
service—to draw on consolidated revenue, and
the second to incorporate this tax in the
stock-discases levies and thus have one tax to
deal with the control and eradication of
diseases in stock. Then all would come under
one appropriate head. There is the proper
line of aection.

I submit that his proposal will amount to
a very irritating imposition on the cattle-
owners of the State who will have to meet
these payments by the use of stamps. There
are many stamps in use now. When I go out to
my own property and go through the books
and see all the different types of stamps that
I use they are highly confusing and the stock-
owner will have to be a kind of bookkeeper
or keep a man entirely for the purpose if he
operates in any important way to deal with all
the different returns and stamps. Therefore,
T feel that in all the cirecumstances I should
say that I have no real objection to the
Minister’s earrying out the work if he feels
that he is achieving some useful result, but I am
not going to let my opposition to the
Minister’s idea, as advised by his officers, to
extend so as to prevent his checking the
spread of the buffalo fly.

No doubt the spraying has done some good.
With spraying so many flies are destroyed
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and naturally fewer ave left to breed, but
apparently, with the buffalo fly, as with any
other fly, there are millions left and therein
lies the Minister’s problem. For the sake of
the £5,000 or £6,000 that is involved in the
Bill T am not raising my objection to the
extent of actually opposing the Minister’s
efforts. I merely hold the honest belief that
the fly cannot be controlled by the methods
he proposes. It has been controlled for over
100 years by climatie barriers. That is the
line of demarcation between my thoughts and
those of the hon. gentleman. However, I wish
him success in his efforts. I suppose that
nothing the Opposition ean do can prevent the
passage of the Bill and so the cattle-owners
will simply have to grit their teeth and take
it. It will be very unpopular amongst the
cattle-owners of the State. I do not think it
is fair to single them out in this way. If
what the Minister says is right and he succeeds
in cheeking the spread of the buffalo fly
then he will have done a serviee to the whole
community and to Queensland.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
Would you not admit that if there had been
no spraying of the buffalo fly at Kajabbi it
would have come in contact with cattle further
south?

Mr, MAHER: How long has the spray
been operating?

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
Many years.

Mr. MAHER: Was it operating during
the term of office of the previous Seeretary
of Agriculture and Stock?

v The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
es.

Mr. WAHER: Did be not inaugurate it,
and did he not find the money for it?

The Secrefary for Agriculinre and Stock:
I Delieve he did,

Mr., MAHER: That only goes back for
10 or 11 years. What happened before the
adoption of the spraying system at Kajabbi?
There was a railway system there. Cattle
werc railed away and driven away. Mr.
Atkinson says that he took 1,000 head infested
with the fly off a station at Burketown, but
the old drovers and the old eattlemen of the
North say that when they reach certain lati-
tudes were there is a change of elimate the
ily leaves the cattle. They simply leave the
cattle. They were able to proceed on their
journey without any further infestation of
the cattle. The fly found the change of
climate uncongenial, and in consequence left
the cattle. That is the position. That has
gone on for 50 years, even before the hon.
member for Cooroora authorised the establigh-
ment of the spraying outfit at Kaiahbi
Tlherefore, the Minister’s question to me loses
weight. What happened during the 50 years
previous fo the establishment of spraying at
Kajabbhi? There was a movement of cattle
from the fly-infested area, before there was
any spraying at all. We all know that vast
herds of cattle travelled from the Northern
Territory and Gulf distriets to Southern
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Queensland, and, in fact, every State of the
Commonwealth, during that period.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
You have not proved that the buffalo fly was
on the runs where the cattle came from,

Mr, MAHER: I submit that the evidence
submitted by Mr, Atkinson showed that when
he bought the cattle they were heavily
infested with fiy.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
I do not accept that.

Mr. MAHER: That is his statement, and
he was there.

The Seeretary for Agriculture and Stock:
The fly invaded Queensland in 1923.

Mr. MAHER: The buffalo fly has existed
in the Gulf for many years.

I submit, in conclusion, that the Bill is
not one so much for the control of buffalo-fly
infestation in the Gulf area as it is one to
raise money. It is a taxation measure. It
is bare of any reference to methods of con-
trol or eradication. It is merely a taxation
measure—that is the important point. To
the extent that it takes further taxation out
of the pockets of the cattle-owner, and regard-
ing it solely as a taxation measure, I am
personally opposed to the Bill.

Mr. JONES (Charters Towers) (3.43
pm.): I have listened carefully to the argu-
ments advanced in this debate by hon. mem-
bers of the Opposition. I have a certain
interest in this subject as cattle areas in my
electorate border very closely on the areas
affected by the fly.

This question has received consideration
over a period of years, When 1 was in this
Chamber in 1931 I remember the then Secre-
tary for Agriculture and Stock, the hon, mem-
ber for Cooroora, stating he had paid a visit
to the Gulf country and had thoroughly inves-
tigated the ravages of this pest. He was quite
sincere then in suggesting the establishment
of a buffer area. At that time, the buffer
area was to cost approximately £300,000,
but that was without taking into considera-
tion compensation to be paid to certain pro-
perties that were to be taken over. There
was quite an argument in the House at the
time regarding the merits of the hon. member
for Cooroora’s proposal. The then Premier,
the Hon. A. E. Moore, was opposed to
his Minister’s recommendation. He said he
did not think it was effective. I argued then
against the effectiveness of the buffer area,
as I said there were 20,000 or 30,000 brumbies
in the Gulf country, and possibly 10,000
within the buffer area, which would prevent
the authorities from keeping the fences intact.

There is one important point that has been
overlooked—namely, that over a period of
years the buffalo fly has counsistently moved
closer into Queensland from the Territory.
In 1912 Dr. Gilruth, then Director of the
Northern Territory, warned the Common-
wealth authorities that the buffalo fly was
gradually moving further south and if aetion
was not taken it would not be long hefore
Queensland would be infested.
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Onc important point overlooked in this
debate is that some 20 years ago—it may be
a little longer—all the cattle bred in the
Territory were killed at Darwin. With the
closing-down of the Darwin meatworks, the
stoek were brought to Queensland, and as they
travelled through this State we found the
fly gradually spreading in this State. In
1931, when I was in this Chamber previously,
I remember the buffalo fly was somewhere
about Burketown, and now I know that it is
at least another 300 miles this side of Burke-
town. That indicates that it is consistently
working east. I agree to some extent with
the hon. member for West Moreton that it is
affeeted to some extent by elimatic conditions;
nevertheless, I believe the fly will come down
some hundreds of miles further than it was
10 years ago; it will probably come to
Ingham, and it is possible that it will go into
the districts about Hughenden and Charters
Towers, where there are huge areas of cattle
eountry.

I know a buyer who visits the Gulf country
every year—no man knows the Gulf better
than he does—and I discussed the question
with him about two months ago. He said it
was giving concern to people in the Gulf
country, but especially the peaple on adjacent
properties who feared the fly would eventually
get into their herds on the proyperties further
South. I am satisfied it is a live question.
I think the Opposition have adopted a paro-
chial attitude in diseussing this question.
Hon. members opposite represent dairying
electorates and very few represent Northern
constituencies, and possibly thev are not very
conversant with the local feeling about this
problens. I know this is a matter of concern
to the cattlemen in my own area. I have
disenssed it with them and they all appre-
ciate the aetion taken by the Minister. The
faet that it is necessary to strike a small levy
—and it amounts to little or nothing—wiil not
concern the cattlemen for one moment. I
think the Opposition have exaggerated the
position and attempted to make political
capital out of something that does mnot
matter from the monetary point of view.

I am satisfied the cattlemen in the areas
likely to be affected in North Queensland will
appreeiate the action taken by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. MULLER (Fassifern) (3.48 p.m.):
After listening to the remarks of the Minister
on the introductory stage of the Bill, and
again this afternocon, I am still at a loss to
know what it is proposed to do.

The hon. member for West Moreton very
effectively dealt with the difficulty of dealing
with the spread of this inscet, While it is
possible to deal with the spread of ticks,
which are to be found on a lost of some
deseription, it is a much more diffieult matter
to deal with a winged inscet. We can effee-
tively deal with the mosquito by treating its
breeding ground, and the sandfly lives only
within eertain territory when weather condi-
tions make it suitable.

Having listened to the debate on a similar
Bill last session, and to the debate that has
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taken place on this Bill, T still find it diffi-
cult to ascertain what the Minister proposes
to do. After all, the £6,000 that it is pro-
posed to raise by the levy is not a very big
matter, although we complain of the method
of eollecting it; nevertheless, if we are going
to sanction the collection of £6,000 for a pur-
pose, we should know what that purpose is.
The Minister has told us he has no practieal
knowledge of the habits of the buffalo fly,
but he has been prompted to take action
beeause of recommendations made by depart-
mental officers and members of the Counecil
for Scientific and Industrial Research. During
his speech to-day the Minister complained very
bitterly of the attitude of the Commonwealth
Government and their failure to give some
assistance. T cannot help feeling that if the
Commoniealth Government thought the recom-
mendations of the Commonwealth Council for
Scientific and Industrial Researeh were worthy
of considerstion they would have provided
money to combat the spread of the fly. I have
the highest regard for the work of seientists,
and the efforts of the council, but I should
like to tell hon. members of one or two
instances that T have had in my own experi-
ence to show why we are sometimes inelined to
lose faith in its work unless it is not coupled
with some practical knowledge. I  am
reminded of what occurred in the control of
the spread of other diseases in stock. I am a
member of an Australian board that is sub-
seribing large sums of money for research
purposes, and we have looked to the Common-
wealth Couneil for Scientific and Industrial
Research for much assistance in that direction,
T have in mind what was done in the control
of the spread of mammitis and contagious
abortion in cattle. We have established a
farm in Vietoria. It was a clean farm and
it was double-fenced.

The Seeretary for Agriculture and Stock:
Whom do you mean by ““we’’?

_ Mr. MULLER: The Australian dairying
industry. I am speaking of the Australian
board of which I am a member.

The Secrefary for Agriculture and Stock:
Surely yon know that this State makes a
large contribution!

Mr., MULLER:
about that at all.

The Secretary for Agriculfure and Stock:
You did not mention that we do. 'The State
is making an annual contribution for the
maintenance of that board.

I am not complaining

Mr. MULLER: T am not dealing with
finance at all. We have been providing a
large sum of money for the research I have
mentioned. We have received help from some
of the State Governments, from the Common-
wealth Government, and also from commerecial
organisations. At present I am more con-
cerned with the result of that experiment.
We look to the scientists, the trained men
with much knowledge, for adviee, but here is
an instance of what can occur. A farm was
established in a distriet in Vietoria. The
property was surrounded by a double-fence
to prevent either invasion of it or the near
approach by other eattle. Lvery precaution
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was taken to prevent an outside beast from
entering that land, but what has happened?
Contagious abortion and mammitis have been
discovered on that farm. The so-called scien-
tists have not been able to prevent these
stock diseases from spreading to the cattle
on that farm. There is no doubt that research
work is a very big task, and it is very difficult
always to follow the recommendations of
scientists. I am justified in assuming that
the Commonwealth Government were not
willing to make contributions to ecombat the
spread of the buffalo fly on the recommenda-
tion of selentists only, and for all such
measures as this the Minister should require
recommendations from practical men, The
control of the spread of the buffalo fly is first
and foremost a matter for praetical men, but
the assistance of the scientist should not be
overlooked.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
The buffalo fly is continuing to spread. Simce
1923 it has spread from the Territory border
to Mungana. It is spreading each year.

My, MULLER: I have no reason to doubt
what the Minister says. He has inspectors
in that area. From what the hon. gentleman
and the hon. member for Charters Towers
state, this imsect has invaded certain new
territories, but, as the hon. member for West
Moreton has stated, the spread is governed by
the climatic conditions, As weather con-
ditions permit, this inseet comes further
south but retires to his old haunts when those
conditions alter.

Let us accept the Minister’s statement that
the time has arrived when something must be
done. I do not complain about the efforts
that he puts forward so long as I am sure
that what is being done will be effective.
When I say that T am disappointed with the
Bill T mean that the Minister has not told us
what it is proposed to do. If it is merely
proposed to spray cattle in the infested area,
then I suggest that there will be thousands of
cattle that will never be sprayed. I under-
stand that the insects are sprayed only as
the cattle move out of the distriet. That
cannot prevent the spread of the fly
at the same rate at which it has been
spreading during the last 20 years. Although
the flies on the cattle that it is
proposed to move are destroyed, we must not
lose sight of the faect that there ave thou-
sands of other cattle in the avea that are
not being moved and upon which the flies
are working, and it is possible that they will

move south.

The Secretary for Agrieulture and Stoek:
He has a very limited flying capacity.

My, MULLER: The fact remains that he
can move. The tick has no flying capacity,
but it went through the State in a very
short time. It was on the southern border
2lmost as soon as it arrived at Townsville,
Although the buffalo fly has a limited flying
capacity, the faet is that it can fly from
beast to beast, and in a short time it, too,
icould be right down to the border. If the
Couneil for Secientific and Industrial Researeh
was prepared to make a recommendation to
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this Government as to how to combat the fly,
I should like to knmow what it is. I should
like the Minister to tell us what it is proposed
to do. So far, all he has told us is that
spraying is being doune in the affected area.
If that is all that it is proposed to do, then [
suggest we shall have no effective control
over ihis pest.

The Minister suggested that the stock-
owners of Queensland owed the Government
about £500,000. That is a wild statement to
make, for he should realise that the Govern-
ment collect that money from the cattle-
owners of the State. The whole of the State,
the ecommercial interests and others, benefit
from the work done in the eattle industry,
and it is not right to suggest that the cattle-
owners should bear the whole of the cost of
combating the fly.

The Minister also suggests that it was our
duty in the buffer area in Southern Queens-
land to spend money to protect their eattle.
I should like to remind him of what is being
domne in the south to prevent the spread of the
rabbit north. A rabbit tax is paid by the
people on the southern and south-western
borders to prevent the spread of the rabbit
north. I do not say that the methods adopted
will prevent its moving north, but these
people are willing to pay this sericus impost
becauze they understand what a problem it
is, and they are satisfied that what is being
done is being done for the best. The people
of Southern Queensland are not satisfied,
however, that what is being done in the North
will be effective in preventing the move of
the buffalo fly to the south,.

I think I have enumerated the points
woriliy of comsideration. We object to the
imposition of the tax on one section of the
community beeause, after all, it is a tax
confined to the sale of a few head of stock.
The method by which the money is to be
raised is an irksome one, and I am sure that
there are better ways of handling the busi-
ness. I canncot see any reason why the Mini-
ster should not apply the tax to stockowners
generally if the protection to Dhe afforded is
to benefit all stockowners. It must be appre-
cinted that under the proposed system of
colleztion the tax will apply only to the cattle
sold, and many people might not make any
contribution towards the fund for years. For
instance, a dairy farmer raising his own cattle
weuld only on rare oceasions have any cattle
to sell, except perhaps a couple of erackers or
rejecis. His contribution will not be a heavy
one, but the msn dealing in ecattle will be
contributing every day. I submit that there
is no equitv about the system, and further-
more the taxpayers are not assured that what
will be done will combat the spread of the
fiy.

HMr. SPARKES (Aubigny) (4.2 pm.): It
is not my intention absolutely to condemn the
Bill introdueced by the Minister, because I
believe that that hon. gentleman is sincere in
his effort to eontrol the fly. I attack the
method it is proposed to adopt.

I do not wish to be parochial, as the Mini-
ster suggested some of us might be. e has
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told us that he thinks the fly will spread
over the whole of Australia. If that is a
possibility

The Premier: The natural law is sur-
vival, not death.

Mr. SPARKES: I agree.

A E

The Tremiiers Adaptability to environ-
ment is a tremendously important point.

Mr. SPARKES: Quite so. The Premier
holds much the same view as I do, but T wish
to direct my remarks to the Minister’s sug-
gestion that there is a danger of this pest’s
spreading throughout Australia. The amount
of the tax and the sum it is proposed fto
collect are small in my opinion and will have
very little effeet in stopping the spread of
the buffalo fly. If this is the big question
the Minister suggests it is, much more money
will have to be spent in preventing the spread
of the buffalo fly, and I therefore suggest to
him that if this is going to be the menace
to the stock industry of Australia he has
described, why should it not be dealt with by
Australia? After all, although I happen to
live in Queensland I am none the less an
Australian, The ecattlemen of New South
Wales are as much concerned as I am. I
say that cvery person in the community is
concerned, and if the ecattle industry is
aifected all the workers connected with it are
affeeted. The State as a whole is affected.
The revenue from the Treasurer’s point of
view is affected in the payment of income
tax. Therefore, I say it is wrong to single
out any cnc industry to bear the burden of
the charge. I make these remarks in all
sincerity and free of all this party feeling.

The Minister must know that the beef-
cattlemen will be called upon to pay the
biggest part of this tax and so I ask him in
all sincerity as a beef-cattleman; will he
consider a simpler method of raising the
money than by the use of stamps? There is
nothing more annoying than being foreced to
tse a large number of stamps for various
porposes. Indeed, there are so many in use
now that oune finds difficulty in deciding what
cne should put on an envelope for postage
purposes. I know that the hon. gentleman is
sincere—indeed, the most sincere Minister in
the House. He is sincere in doing what he
thinks is right in the interests of his depart-
ment. It may mot be possible to do as I
suggest. Perhaps he has considered the pro-
posal alrcady and has decided that it is not
a practicable one. The stockowners are ealled
apon to make steck returns at the beginning
of every vear and they are levied on at the
rate of 50 much a 100 head. Would it not be
possible to arrive at a pereentage figure on
those returns so as to give the Minister the
equivalent of what he expeets to raise by the
proposal in the Bill? Apparently, he has
considered the relevant statistics in deciding
that lie will be able tc collect £6,000 by the
imposition of the 1d. stamp for each cattle
sale amounting to a value of £5. Would it
not be better to collect the money as I suggest
instead of by means of stamps? A man may
sell 10 or a dozen head of cattle and then
have to find stamps to cover the value of the
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sale in aceordance with the Bill, It would be
especially irksome and annoying to a farmer
who took in three dairy cows that realised,
say, £15 for the lot to find three 1d. stamps
to place on the receipt that he gave to the
buyer.

I listened very carefully to the speeches by
the Minister and I think he will agree that
I did not interject in any way to throw him
off the thread of his argument. According to
his views, the whole of Australia is interested
in this problem because—again according to
him-—it is a menace that threatens the ecattle
industry of the entire Commnonwealth. If the
problem that exists in Queensland or in the
Northern Territory threatens to become a
grave one for the whole of Australia—again
aceording to the Minister—then it resolves
itself into a Commonwealth problem. There-
fore, let it be dealt with accordingly.

I am not going to suggest for one moment
that the scientific investigations that have
been carried out by the Department of
Agriculture and Stock and other departments
of the State have not been a great help to
the cattlemen and to the people on the land
generally. The Minister asked the hon. mem-
ber for West Moreton if he would allow him
to liberate some flies on his property. He
walked out as if he were going to get some-
thing, as the Premier suggested. I make this
proposal to the Minister. I am willing at my
own cxpense to fenee an area on my property,
not the property in the tick-infested area, but
the property I hold in a eclean area. 1 am
also willing at my own expense to allow 10
of the most ticky cattle to graze on that arvea.
I am willing to erect any fence that the
Minister prescribes within reason and, at any
rate, to guarantece that there will be one that
no stoek can break through. I am willing to
allow those cattle to remain there for two
years and I make bold to say that at the end
of that time it will not be possible to find
any ticks on the cattle or in that area. If at
the cnd of two years a tick remains on those
stoek, I will, in addition to paying all the
expense entailed, make a donation of £100
to any patriotic body he names or, if no such
bodies are in existence then—and I hope they
will not be—to any hospital that may be
named. If, on the other hand, I am able to
prove my contention, I ask that the depart-
ment reimburse me all my expenses.

My, Maher: The climatic conditions are
responsible.

Mr, SPARKES: 1 will give further
specific instances of how changed elimatic
conditions affect two of our pests. First of
all, take the tick, When I took up my
present property in 1910 I paid frequent visits
to Maryborough to buy poddies, which T took
to my property, and there fattened them.
I dealt in cattle at that time. In those days
there were practically no restrictions in
travelling cattle. If the tick was likely to be
spread by the removal of cattle from an
infested into a mnon-infested area, then it
could have happened in those years., The tick
is affected by climatic conditions, We find
that the tick-infested country practically
follows the Great Dividing Range down
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through Queensland into New South Wales,
and that range seems to be a barrier to the
spread of the tick, We know that some
millions of pounds were spent by the New
South Wales Government 1in preventive
measures before the tick infested that State.
We know how severe the restrictions imposed
were, but notwithstanding all these pre-
cautions, the tick travelled down the coast
into New South Wales although it did not
extend inland,

Now let me instance the prickly-pear. I
crave your indulgence, Mr. Speaker, to allow
me to give these illustrations to show how
climatic conditions probably affect the buffalo
fly. The hon. members for Maranoa and Dalby
can bear me out that if a leaf of prickly pear
was hung on a wire fence it would grow. In
fzet, for some years some prickly-pear was
hong on & wire fence adjacent to the Lands
Office, Roma, and at the end of that period
wag still green and showed no signs of decay.
If a prickly-pear leaf was thrown on the
ground in that distriet it would grow. Now
take some prickly-pear to Dubbo, New South
Wales, in the same longitude as Dalby, and
you will experience the greatest difficulty in
getting it to grow. In faect, to-day at my
old home there is the remains of the priekly-
pear plant planted in the homestead garden
by my parents. During my visits there I
advised that this pear be rooted out of the
garden, but it is a preserved plant, as it will
not grow. That is due to climatic conditions.

Now let me take the rabbit. I eclaim to
know as much about the habits of the rabbit
as any any other hon. member. I was reared
in a rabbit-infested area in New South Wales,
1 gave evidence before the royal commission
of which Mr. Payne was the chairman, in
which I stated that the 700 or 800 miles of
rabbit-proof fenecing in this State had no
more to do with preventing the invoads of
robbits into Queensland than the aection of
any hon. member of this House. If that
fence, for the upkeep of which I pay a tax,
were a barrier stopping the rabbit from
coming north to Queensland, should we not
find rabbits right up to the fence? Of course,
we should. After very heavy rain, when miles
of that fence are knocked down by floods,
would not sufficient rabbits come through to
infest the rest of Queensiand? Of course, they
would. In my old distriet we have a 20,000-
acre block of country. We have the river
frontages netted and the country cleared of
all sticks and netting along the several sub-
dividing fences, yet rabbits are there to-day.
The netting-fence I speak about does mnot
keep the rabbit out. I am not in a position
to tell the Committee why, but nature appar-
ently prevents the spread of the rabbit north.
The rabbit comes from a certain latitude and
it erosses the border of Queensland, but only
goes to a certain latitude.

I am not saying this with the object of
showing that the buffalo fly may not spread.
I am only pointing out these things, which
I can prove, to the Minister. The proposal
that I made to the Minister about allowing
tick-infested cattle to go on my property and
be placed inside a 10-barb wire fence, was
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also made by me to the then chief stock
inspector, who said that the tick would not
be acclimatised if taken direct from the North
to my area, I have a property right on the
divide, and I am willing for them to put
those ticks there. Omne does not get up and
make such a statement in this House unless
one i3 confident he is right.

The Minister has indiecated that he will go
on with this tax, and, as a eattleman, I appeal
to him to make that tax collectable on the
return we make on 1 January of each year
instead of a stamp tax. I object to the
method of raising the tax, but if it has to be
—and the Minister assures us it has to be—
then for Heaven’s sake at least give the man
who has to pay the tax the right to pay it in
the simplest way possible,

I have heard hon. members on both sides
get up in this Chamber time after time and
suggest that we should consolidate our taxes
as mueh as possible, and aim at having one
tax, if it is possible, yet this Bill creates
another instrument of taxation.

I again earmestly appeal to the Minister

to  consider my  suggestion, I know
the hon. gentleman will not consider my

remarks in regard to the other pests—he is
guided by the seientific viewpoint, with which
he has been brought up, while I have been
brought up in the hard school of practical
training—Dbut I do appeal to him to help us
cattlemen out by colleeting the tax in the
manner 1 suggested.

Mr, COLLINS {(Cook) (4.20 pam.): I am
surprised that hon. members of the Opposi-
tion complain about a Bill that is brought
in to help them and other cwners of cattle.
The hon. member for Aubigny has mentioned
a number of pests, but he must admit that all

thowe things he mentioned have cost this
country a tremendous amount of money. For
instance, prickly-pear may become a pest

again. It usas cost Queensland millions of
pounds. It has destroyed or taken from the
use of sclectors a large area of land, and,
consequently, has resulted in a loss to the
State revenue. Had prickly-pear been taken
in hand at the beginning when it grew in a
small garden plot, probably not the size of
the table in this Iouse, it would not have
cost the State millions of pounds for its
eradication. To-day the buffalo fly exists in
one area of Queensland only, and to confine
it to thet area will be to the benefit of the
cattle-owners of the whole of the State.

I am not prepared to say that the buffalo
fly will acclimatise itself to any locality, but
I venture the opinion that it will acelimatise
itself probably to any area to which the eattle
tick has spread, and that is a very large area.
It comprises all the coast country of Queens-
land and the Northern Rivers of New South
Wales, and the Gulf country in the Gulf of
Carpentaria. The tick has not acelimatised
itself successfully in Central Quecnsland, hut
we know that if given suitable elimatie con-
ditions in that loeality it may cause unteld
damage by reason of the spread of redwater.
That could occur very easily if tick-infested
eattle were taken to the Central area and a
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wet period followed. The tick would breed
on the immune cattle and would eventually
wipe out the herd. No hon. member opposite
can deny that that is correct.

Mr. Muller:
menace, too.

Hr. COLLINS: It would be very ditficult
for it to be a menace to dead cattie. I do
not venture an opinion that the buffalo fiy
would cause the same number of deaths in
cattle as have resulted from redwater in tick-
infested cattle. The probability is that the
buffalo fly has made the bufialo a water-
inhabiting animal. The probability is that
originally the buffalo was a normal grazing
beast, but because the fly scttled on it and
ate holes in its hide it had to seek a means of
getting away from it and took to the water.
Ordinary cattle take to the water to get away
from molestation and the ravages of the
buffalo fly in the Gulf country, where the fly
is particularly bad. Do we desire to sce the
herds of Queensland becoming inhabitants
of waterholes and ecreeks? Do the hon.
members who oppose this Bill wish to see
our dairy herds molested by this terrible pest,
and it is a terrible pest when it hecomes bad.
The buffalo fly settles on various parts of
the heast and remains until it has made a sore.
After having made the sore it breeds in the
sores and millions of flies are produced until
the beast either dies or gets out of the wayv
of the fly by keeping in a waterhole during
the day and grazing only af night. When
the seasonal conditions alter, the fly is not a
pest.  This is the very thing that we desire
to prevent the spread of to the herds in the
remainder of the State, and they will be
infeeted if this spread is net stopped.

That would become a

T am not going to say that it will not spread
to the coast eventually, hut surely it is our
duty as legislators to do what we can for the
whole of the cattle people, not for the small
section who are complaining? I venture the
opinion that the reason why they are complain-
ine is that thev feel that thev themselves
live in an isolated area—an area in which this
fly will not become a menace—and, therefore,
tiiev are willing to abandon the whole of the
dairy industry so long as they are not levied
unon ta proteet the rest of the State against
the inroads of this scourge.

It is all very well to say that it is not likely
to beeome a menace, but what did hen. mem-
bers say ahout the likelihood that the blowfly
in sheep would wnot becowe a secourge? The
blowfly has heen in Australia for about 100
vears, and it is probable that the first
70 years it has not been a pest at all, but
as time has gone on it has multiplied to a
rremendous  extent  throushout the westorn
sheep cress of the State and chosen a
different host from the oue it had originally.
At the beginning the blovfly fed only on
carrion carcasses, but as it multiplied and
earrion hecame scavee it moved to the wool
and wore spmts of the sheep. It has adapted
itself to a new environment and thriven to
such an extent that it is one of fthe greatest
scourges with which the sheepmen.of Queens-
land have to deal to-day. This was the ordi-
nary common blowifly that nobody thought
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was capable of doing anything more than
very minor damage!

Mr., Macdonald: It has been blowing
sheep for the last 200 years.
Mr. COLLINS: If the hon. member

thinks that it has been blowing sheep in
Queensland for the last 200 years he does not
know much about Queensland. Until 30
years ago it caused mo worry, but as time
has gone on it has altered its environment,
and it is possible that the buffalo fly will
alter its environment just as the blowfly has
done. ‘

I yepeat that because the opponents to the
Bill are living in isolated areas they do not
want to protect the cattle industry as a
whole. If they thought this pest was likely
to affect them they would be wholeheartedly
behind this measure. 1 believe that the
buffalo fly will live wherever the tick lives.
It has been proved scientifically that the
buffalo fly will live in latitudes as far south
as Perth in Western Australia, and that being
s0, there is no reason to suppose that it will
not live in Iatitudes as far south as the
Northern Rivers of New South Wales. If we
sit 1d]v by and do nothing to eheck'the spread
of the ﬁ}, then I say we shall be eriminally
negligent in our duty to the State.

T submit that the method of levying the
tax js fair and reasonable. I can understand
the objections of some Lon. members opposite
and their desire to make this work a charge
upon the stock diseases fund. If that was
done a number of ecattle-dealers would be
exempt from the operations of the tax in that
probably they would see to it that they did
not own cattle at all on 1 January of each
year.

Mr. Sparkes: That is unfair and narrow-
minded.

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member knows
that that could happen. He knows that dealers
could bring cattle from the Gulf country to
the fattening areas without paying one penny
towards this tax, but if a tax is levied on
the sales of cattle every time they change
hands a small amount of revenue goes to the
Government funds in order to repay those
people who are doing their best to-day to
prevent the spread of the fly over the rest
of the State.

The spraying of the buffalo fly does not
kill it. Spraying only prevents the fly from
being carried in the train or moving with the
cattle. Spraying only keeps the fly in the
territory concerned and is mo good whatever
to the mien who to-day are paying the costs.
They get no advantage, but suffer all the

disadvantages, and, furthermore, they
have to suffer the disability of walking
their cattle hundreds of miles in order to

truck them at a particular trucking place. All
this is done to stop the fly from getting into
Southern Queensland. After all is said and
done, I say it is unfair to ask the people
right out in the outback country to pay the
cost when the people down here who are going
to get the benefit should be paying.
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My, BARNES (Bundaberg) (4.31 p.m.):
I do not know why the Government attack
these things half-heartedly. Omne of the first
statements made by the Minister was to the
effect that he was seriously alarmed at the
position of the buffalo fly, and he followed
that up by saying that the buffalo fly could
be a serious menace to Australia. IIe also
said that the fly had been found in Perth,
Western Australia. If that is a fact, then it
is apparent that this becomes a Commonwealth
matter and it is for the Government of
Queensland to recommend to the Commonwealth
Government steps for the elimination of the
fly in Australia. Why should Queensland as
a whole and the dairying industry in parti-
cular—an industry representing the majority
of the cattle in Queensland—pay for the
elimination of the buffalo fly from Australia,
when the whole of Australia will get the
benefit? I could understand a half-hearted
attempt being made if we were dealing with
lions and tigers, but we are talking about
buffalo flies, blowflies, rabbits, and ticks. It
would not be possible to fight lions and tigers,
but after all we are only concerned with a
common fly and we have the man power, when
there is no war on, to deal with that fly. We
could put the men who have been unemployed
for many years to the job of eliminating
the fly and ridding us of the menace for all
time. Whilst we sit in this House and tell
one another pretty stories about taxing some-
body 1d. on £5 worth of ecattle sold, we
are only cheating ourselves and not the fly.
The fly will continue. What is the use of
arguing about a small tax to do the job?
Once again, it comes back to the same thing.
We are only messing about, consoling some-
body whilst we ave talking. If the job is
there we have to do it.

Somebody spoke about the efforts of the
men 1,000 miles away. The same argu-
ment would apply if it was 1,000 years
hence. We are here to stop this discase
from spreading. The buffalo fly can be a
menace to Australia, and the Minister has
given us statistics to prove that the fly has
moved some 200 or 300 miles from its original
place of abode. The fact remains that it has
moved. Time is nothing, when all is said and
done. It is obvious that the fly has moved
and the fact that it is likely to move further
is justification for eliminating it.

By, Riordan: Are you supporting the
Bil?

My, BARYES: I am supporting it, but
not the half-hcarted attempt the hon. mem-
ber’s Government propose to make. The
Minister said that some very effective action
should be taken, and yet his Government turn
round and impose a 1d. tax. With the raising
of a lousy few pounds, what can be done7
What is it raised to do? T ean see no other
reason unless it is to quieten somecone, perhaps
the hon. member for the electorate, or the
hon. members for the clectorates.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! I am not going
to allow the hon. member to impute improper
motives to any hon. member in this House.
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Mr. BARNES: I am sorry. Mr. Speaker.
Let us suppose, for argument’s sake, that
we were in another country, in a progressive
country, the most progressive country in the
world—Germany. I regret to have to make
that statement, but it is a faet. Suppose
we were there. How would they tackle the
buffalo-fly menace? Would they raise the
money by the imposition of a tax of 1d. in
£5? No. In Germany they have the men and
they have the instruments to do the work,
whether in the form of a gun or poison. They
would send enough men to the buffalo-fly area
and eliminate the fly completely in two or
three years.

The Minister spoke about the advantages
of research in this eountry, but has the field
of research been advanced far emough? It
has mot. If it had heen advanced to the
extent that it is required, we should have
been rid of more pests than the prickly-pear.
Unfortunately, only a limited number of
people are engaged in research. Let us con-
sider the research in the field of medicine, as
an example. The Carnegie and Rockefeller
institutes provide so many thousands or
millions of pounds for the purposes of
research and this permits of the training of a
limited number of doctors to carry on research
throughout the world. Let us supese that that
number is 100. It should be 1,000,000, Under
a sound financial scheme we could have
1,000,000 doctors engaged not only in research
in the field of medicine, but in research in
every other divection. Research is only in its
infaney to-day, and it will reach its maximum
development only when we realise how Ger-
many has been able to flog Europe. If there
is one hon. member in this Chamber who can
prove that I am wrong in my opinion about
how Germany was able to finance the war
in Turope, then I will sit down and never
speak again in this House. Germany has
financed the war with unorthodox finance by
using her manpower and her machinery. We
have the men and the machinery, and we
should use them to elinrinate all menaces,
including the buffalo fly, the tick, and the
rabbit. Why should a little rabbit or buffalo
fly frighten us?

The hon. member for Kennedy mentioned
the ravages of the 'fruit fly and said that
apples were sold at 4s. a dozen. Am I to be
deterred by a little maggot in an apple that is
taken to'say, ““I am too big, you cannot beat
me’’?  No, the buffalo fly, the blowfly, the
tick, and other parasites are little things, and
can be eliminated, but they can be eliminated
only when rwe use the necessary funds, the
nation’s money, the money that belongs to the
people and the mnation.

To-day we have taxed the people to such
an extent:that we cannot tax them any more
without creating disaster. If we take from
the people one-half of their income, the rest
is not sufficient for them to survive on. Bill
MeCormack, an ex-Premier of this State, said
to me on one oceasion when coming from
Cracow, when I asked him ¢‘How ecan you get
over the difficulty with orthodox finance?’’—
‘“Only by taxing the people 10s. in the £1,
and onee you do that you ruin them all.”’
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That is what an ex-Premier of the State said.
If you tax the people to the extent of 10s. in
the £1 you take that money out of cireulation.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is wandering away from the principles
contained in the Bill.

Mr. BARXES: T cannot see why the
neecessury wouney cannot be found to eliminate
the buffalo fly. And I cannot sce why I
should not be allowed to suggest ways and
means for raising the money. '

My. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, BARNES: Let us allow our imagina-
tions to run away with us for a moment and
let us suppose that my idea of finance is
right—and I will not take my hat off to any
man, so far as that is concerned. It is my
duty, not only to this House but to the people
of Australia, to set forth my ideas, for in
doing so I might convert one or two homn.
members to the use of national credit—the
people’s money—in a national work of this
character.

Mr. SPEAXER: Order! I will not allow
the hon. member to proceed on those lines.
He must deal with thie principles contained
in this Bill

Mr. BARNES: I may be wrong, but I
will ask you, Mr. Speaker, this: ean I not
state, on the second reading of this Bill, how
the work the Minister proposes to do can be
financed by national credit?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must resume his seat. I am not going to
allow him to continue his speech.

My, A, J. SHMITH (Carpentaria) (4.41
pm.): As the member for the electorate that
embraces this infested area, I heartily com-
mend the Minister on introducing this Bill
I have listened attentively to the speeches
of hon members opposite, but I know fall
well that their knowledge of the subject is
nil.  Their main concern is what the cattle-
owner in Southern Queensland will have to
pay.

Apart from his present expenses in com-
bating buffalo fly, the grazier in the Gulf
country is already paying dearly on the cattle
market for its ravages. He is becoming what
one may ecall ‘‘the beggar.’’ The cattle-
buyer, knowing full well the conditions under
which he is operating, instead of proceeding
along the usual buriness lines and making an
offer for his cattle on the basis of so mueh
per 100 Ib. or per beast, makes an offer much
below the real value, whieh he knows the
owner must acecept. In addition, land values
in the infested area have been affected. In
faet, during the last few years the value of
that cattle country has been practically nil.

We know that in very severe winters the
buffalo fly migrates to the warmer latitudes.
Some hon. members referred to conditions
existing in 1923 and 1928. I speak of
conditions as they exist in 1941, This
year the winter in the Cloncurry and Carpen-
taria districts has been the eoldest for 25 or
30 years, but, notwithstanding this faet, the
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buffalo fily was discovered on Fort Constantine
cattle which were being trucked to the Lakes
Creek meatworks. That disproves the argu-
nrents we heard to-day that the buffalo fly
will not migrate or acclimatise himself. Fort
Constantine is 230 miles south of the original
habitat of the buffalo fly during the winter
months. This all goes to prove that he is
migrating and acelimatising himself very
quickly.

I was present with the Minister last June
at Kajabbi when the fly was very prevalent.
The day was a cold one, not a real winter’s
day, nor a summer’s day. A local herd was
put through the spraying yard for our benefit,
and it was as badly infested as it would have
been at any time during the summer months.
That was additional proof that the fly is
quickly acclimatising itself, notwithstanding
the precautions and restrictions taken by the
department. The additional work proposed
will be of some benefit to the State, especially
the dairy herds in the South. I should not
like to witness among the southern dairy herds
the ravages of the fly I have witnessed in the
Gulf area. If that oceurred not only should
we lose our dairy herds, but the hon. member
for Fassifern would lose his seat on the
Butter Board. We should lose our exports
of cheese and other things connected with
the dairying industry.

Members opposite apparently view the
matter from the point of view of having to
pay 1d. in every £5, but we must take
effective measures to keep this fly from
spreading so that our butter and cheese
industries will be protected.

On 8 July this year the graziers of the
Gulf counfry—Normanton, Crovdon, and
Burketown distriets—held a counference in
Normanton, at the conclusion of which it was
stated—

““The cattlemen of the North-West will
also he pleased to know that it is the
intention of the Minister for Agriculture
and Stock to make the expense of fighting
the fly a mational matter and that the
persons who really hemefit by the buffalo
fly legislation, the dairymen of the castern
coast, will have to bear their share of the
burden.”’

That request is coming from the graziers
themselves; not from what the Opposition
might regard as a hostile Government.

As far as the 1d. in £5 is concerned, I
think it is really nothing to be concerned
about, and £6,000 is not much to pay towards
the eradication of the buffalo fly when one
considers the cost it would be to eattle-
owners if it migrates south amongst the
dairy herds.

About 1930 I was in the Gulf country and
travelled a few hundred miles before my
notice was drawn to the buffalo fly, and now
we find it down as far as Dajarra, Cloncurry,
and Gilliat. It is moving down on the
Flinders and the Cloneurry rivers, which are
protected areas. As I stated previously, it
was in the Cloneurry distriet this year in one
of our coldest winters for 25 years. That
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proves that the argument of homn. members
opposite that this fly will not migrate or
become acelimatised except in mild climates
is an irresponsible statement.

On behalf of the graziers who are suffering
loss in the price of their beef and the value
of their properties through the ravages of the
buffalo fly, I commend the Minister for
bringing down this Bill. I think the 1d.
in £5 will be negligible compared with the
value of the experiment to prevent this fly
from migrating to our dairy herds.

Mr, NIMMO (Oxley) (4.49 pm.): Idid not
intend to say anything until the hon. member
who has just resumed his seat spoke. He
impressed me with the faet that there may
be a very serious menace to the State in this
area. The hon. member for Coocroora was
alarmed about the buffalo fly when he was
Secretary for Agrieulture and Stock and he
took certain measures providing for spraying,
which have since heen carried out. If the
present Minister for Agriculture and Stock
has allowed the fly to spread to the alarming
extent stated by the hon. member for Gregory,
then I say the menace necessitates more
effective means to eombat it than is provided
for under this Bill.

This Bill tells us nothing of what is going
to be done by the Government. When I spoke
on the introductory stage of the Bill the
Minister said, ‘“Wait till you see the Bill
Where are they going to spray? On the farm
or where?’’ When we get the Bill we find
that it is purely a taxation measure. There
is nothing in it except a provision for the
raising of money.

I am of opinion that the spraying that is
being earried out at present eannot he
arresting the spread of the fly in this State,
and the menace warrants our handling it in
a much bigger way than that in which it is
being handled at the present time. It needs
attacking in a very much bigger way than the
small way in which the Minister proposes.

There should be a very close investigation
of the buffalo fly and this should 'be earried
out by the whole of the people of the State.
As a matter of faet, an hon, member—IJ think
the hon. member for Aubigny—said that a
Commonwealth investigation should be made.
This pest may or may not spread, but it is a
matter for very closc scientific investigation.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
It has been going on for years.
o & y

My, NIMMG: It may have been going on
for yecars but the paltry methods now sug-
gested to deal with the problem will not
cradicate the pest.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
Do you want me to increase-the rate!

Mr, NIMMO: I am suggesting that no
rates bhe imposed. As a matter of fact, it
appears to me that this will be auother <‘ Kath-
leen Mavourneen’’: Once imposed it will
continue for all time. Governments have a
habit of continuing a tax onece introduced and
increasing it. The Minister is handling this
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problem in a'very lackadaisical manner, and
after listening to the hon. member for Car-
pentaria, who pointed out that this pest has
spread south of Cloncurry, I suggest the Bill
be withdrawn and a real effort made to
grapple with the problem.

‘When the hon. member for Cooroora, as
Secretary for Agriculture and Stoek, brought
down the provisions to deal with the buffalo
fly, he did not impose a tax on the cattlemen.

Mr. Jomes: He suggested a buffer area.

Mr. NIMMO: He also suggested the
carrying out of the work from consolidated
revenue, :

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
He did not. He made use of the Stock
Diseases Fund.

Mrx, NIMMO: It is exactly the same thing.

go further and suggest that 'this work
should be undertaken in a very much larger
way than is suggested. All hon. members
are really serious in endeavouring to 'arrest
the spread of this pest in this State, but
£6,000 will not do very much if the matter is
as serious as the hon. member for Carpen-
taria has said it is. Every hon. member
realises that £6,000 cannot go very far, and
there will be certain costs of collection.

Moreover, the fund would enable only two
or three mien to operate and spray all the
cattle that may come to southern meatworks
from that area. Is that all that is to be
done? The buifalo fly is or is not a menace.
If it is a menace the Minister should with-
draw the Bill and have additional investiga-
tions made rather than impose a tax that
will become permanent. Measures to combat
the fly have gone on sinee 1931, and spraying
has been undertaken during all that time, but
the hon. member for Carpentaria informs us
that the fly has spread at a rapid rate in the
past two or three years.

I ask the Minister to withdraw the Bill and
not to impose this tax, which will raise such
a small amount of money. Let there be a
full investigation of this pest to ascertain
if swe ecannot do something to eradieate it
from the State.

Large sums of money were expended in an
endeavour to eradicate the prickly-pear by
poisoning and other means, but without effect
until science eame to the aid and discovered
the cactoblastis. It is possible that if seien-
tists were to investigate this pest they might
discover a parasite in the country from which
the fly originally came.

The Secretary for Agrieulture and Stock:
Do you not think that has been done?

My, NIMMO: It may have been done, but
on a very small scale., There has been no
very serious attempt at it.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stoek:
A very intensive and costly biological inves-
tigation extending over a number of years was
undertaken. Certain hosts were introduced
but they failed.
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Nir. NIMMO: But it does not follow that
you are not going to get a suitable host. I
suggest that the investigation is worth con-
tinuing. We all remember that the cochineal
ingect was tried first for the destruction of
prickly-pear but it and other insecets failed
and eventually we discevered one that did the
work. I think that in this Bill the Minister
is only playing with the job. He is asking
for a very small sum of money but is impos-
ing an irksome tax.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Sfock:
But that £6,000 does not represent the total
cost by any means. That is only the pro-
ducers’ contribution to the cost.

Mr, NIMMO: If that is so, then why does
the Minister bother with it? Although it is
not much money, this paltry £6,000 will cause
a great deal of ineconvenience throughout the
State.

We all realise that the man on the land has
to work very hard. He puts in all the hours
of daylight on his farm, then, when he comes
in at night, he has to sit down and stamp
various documents. From memory I think he
has to have a number of little boxes each
holding a different stamp. He has to have
postage stamps, duty stamps, State develop-
ment tax stamps, ordinary taxation stamps,
petrol-rationing tickets, and now the Minister
proposes to require him to have another type
of stamp. I leave it to the common sense
of the House to decide whether it is fair to
bring forward such a Bill as this for the pur-
pose of raising a paltry £5,000.

Question—That the Bill be now read a

second time (Mr. Buleock’s motion)—put:
and the House divided—
AvEs, 30,
Mr. Brassington Mr. Larcombe
,» Bulcock ,, Marriott
» Clark ,, Moore
,, Collins ,,  Moorhouse
5, Conroy ,, O'Keefe
,» Copley ,, Power
,» Devries ,,  Slessar
,»  Dunstan ,»  Smith, A. J.
,, Farrell . Smith, W.Forgan
., Foley ,» Theodore
,, Gair ,, Walsh
,, Gledson ,  Williams
., Healy
,, Hilton Tellers:
, Jesson ,, Mann
,, Jones ,, Turner
Noks, 13.
Mr. Barnes Mr. Sparkes
,» Clayton . Walker
,» Decker ., Yeates
,» BEdwards
,» Maher Tellers:
. Muller ,, Luckins
,» Nicklin ,, Macdonald
,,  Nimmo
Pars.

AYES. NoEgs.
Mr. Bruce Mr. Plunkett
,» Cooper ,, Deacon
,» Hanlon ,, Dart

Resolved in the affirmative.
The House adjourned at 5.4 p.m.





