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WEDNESDAY, 15 OCTOBER, 1941. 

~\Jr. SPEAKER (Hon. E. J. Hanson, 
Buranda) took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

NON-PAYIKG RAILWAYS. 

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) asked the 
::-rinister for Transport-

'' 1. Did the following sections of rail­
>Yay pay Y.orking expenses in 19±0-41, viz., 
South Brisbane to Southport and 'l'weed 
Heads, Park Roau to :\Ianly, Eagle .Junc­
tion to Pinkenha, anu NoTthgate .Junction 
to Sandgatc I 

"2. If all or any of such sections did not 
pay >Yorking expenses, what WuS the loss on 
each, (a) exclusiYe of interest, (IJ) inclu­
sive of interest? 

'
1 3. \Vhat was the gross loss per mile 

of line on each such section~ i' 

The I!UNIS'l'ER .FOR TRANSPORT (Hon. 
J. Larcomhe, 1\ockhampion) Teplicll-

'' 1 to 3. The result of the >Yorking of 
each section of railway referred to is not 
m·ailable in the same detail as fonnerly. 
'rhe,;e lines arc now all included in the 
Brisbane section, the fignres foT which 
dnTing the financi~l ye~r ended 30 June, 
J 941, are as follo>YS :-

Hc\'CllUe 

Expenditure 

Net revenue 

£ 
2,227,851 
1,835,918 

£391,933 

''After meeting interest on capital 
totalling £3.57,031, there >Yas a surplus of 
£3-±,902. J J 

E~IOLUME:\TS OF MR. J. D. STORY. 

I\Ir. LUCKINS 
PrcmieT-

(Maree) asked the 

'' What are the present positions and 
sal:uics and/or emoluments, respectively, 
of JI.Ir. J. D. Story, ex-Public Service Com· 
mission er'?'' 

The PREJIIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
J\!Iaclmy) replied-

'' ::\fr. Story is liaison officel' attached 
to the Premier's Department, chiefly in 
refcTence to State deYelopment and public 
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works organisation. He is also an acting 
member of the State Transport Board and 
the Liquid Fuel Control Board, Vice-presi­
dent of the Bureau of Industry, a mem­
ber of the Stanley River Dam Board, the 
Bridge Board, the St. Lucia University 
Works Board, and the Cotton Stimulation 
Committee, and performs such other duties 
as may from time to tim~ be allo~ted ~o 
him. For the above serviCes, he 1s pa1d 
a salary of £1,000 a year." 

PuRCHASE OF METROPOLITAN FISH MARKETS. 

Mr. DART (Wynnum) asked the 
Secretary for Labour and Industry-

'' 1. What is the purchasing price of the 
Metropolitan l<'ish Markets~ 

'' 2. By whom are these markets con­
trolled~ 

'' 3. What is the outstanding balance of 
purchasing price~ 

'' 4. In what ownership will the property 
be vested upon completion of purchase?" 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. T. A. Foley, Normanby) 
replied-

' I 1. £25,000, 

'' 2. 'J'he Fish Board. 

'' 3. £23,438 3s. 9d. at 30 June, 1941. 

'' 4. The Fish Board. The Act pre­
seribed, with regard to the purchase price, 
that interest only was payable for the 
first two years, and thereafter 28 equal 
annual instalments compounded of prin­
cipal and interest, the first of which was 
paid on 30 June, 1939. The board has 
paid £4,922 5s. 2d. in interest and 
£1,561 16s. 3d. in principal-a total of 
£6,484 1s. 5d.-and has met its obliga­
tions under the Act with respect to pay­
ment of purchase instalments and interest 
to 30 June, 1941." 

DEFEA'l'ED MEMBERS IN GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYMENT. 

lUr. YEATES (East Toowoomba) asked 
the Premier-

'' Which members defeated at the last 
State elections have since been given 
Govemment employment, and what are their 
positions and annual rates of salary respec­
tively~'' 

The PREIIIIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) replied:-

" Mr. Herbert Williams was appointed 
Temporary Clerk-Inspector, Essential Food 
Supplies Branch, Department of Agricul­
ture and Stock, at an actual salary of £311 
a year. 

"Mr. Roland William Hislop was 
appointed Welfare Officer, Office of the 
Apprenticeship Committee and Group 
Apprenticeship Committees, Department of 
Public Instruction, at an actual salary of 
£291.'' 

Mr. Maher: What a great country! 

The PREMIER: A wonderful country, 
yes. 

lUr. Maher: To stand up to it. 

The PREJUIER: A wonderful country. 
The hon. member has been active in securing 
entry to the public service for as many as he 
could. 

''Mr. Bernard McLean was appointed 
Temporary Officer under and for the pur­
poses of the Income (State Development) 
Tax Acts, 1938 to 1939, at an actual salary 
of £291 a year." 

Mr. Speaker, I object to being interrupted 
when courteously answering questions. I will 
stop answering them if that conduct continues. 

Mr. Maher: You are very sensitive this 
morning. 

Tl1e SPEAKER: Order! 

Tl1e PREMIER: I will not allow you to 
behave as you like in this House. 

Mr. Maher: I have my rights here. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

The PREMIER: You have no right to 
interrupt. 

Mr. Maher: You practise what you 
preach. 

The SPEAKER: Order! If the hon. 
member will not observe my call to order I 
will deal with him. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on the table 

and ordered to be printed:-

RepOTt of the Public Service Superannua­
tion Board for the year 1940-41. 

I~cport of the Police Investment Board for 
L1e year 19·10. 

DEATH OF MR. A. WIENHOLT. 
MOTION OF CONDOLENCE. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay (10.37 a.m.), by leave, without 
notice: I move-

'' 1. That this House desires to place on 
record its sense of the loss this State has 
sustained by the death of Arnold Wien­
holt, Esquire, D.S.O., M.C., a former 
member of the Parliament of Queensland. 

'' 2. That Mr. Speaker be requested to 
convey to the widow of the deceased 
gentleman the above resolution, together 
with an expression of the sympathy and 
sorrow of the members of the Parliament 
of Queensland.'' 

The late Arnold Wienholt was elected to the 
eighteenth Parliament on 2 October, 1909, 
as member for Fassifern, and continued to 
represent that electorate until he resigned 
during the course of the nineteenth Parlia­
ment in the recess of 1912-13. He was 
returned as member for that electorate on 
28 June, 1930, in the twenty-fifth Parlia­
ment, when he succeeded the late Mr. E. T. 
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Bell. He represented Fassifern for the 
remainder of the twenty-fifth Parliament and 
for >~hole of the twenty-sixth Parliament, 
which terminated on 9 April, 1935. He 
did not contest the election to the twenty­
seventh Parliament. 

He was e leeted to the House of RerHesen­
bti,·cs for :\Ioreton at the general election 
in 1919, and retired on the expiration of the 
eighth Federal Parliament in 1922. 

The late Arnold vVienholt was a man of 
very wide knowledge and experience. He 
\Yas a great AuRtralian and a great citizen 
of Queensland. 

Honourable I\Iembe:rs: Hear, hear! 

The PRE~IIER: During the whole of his 
life he sougj1t as he best knew how to sen·e 
the State and his fellow-citizens. All of us 
who w~re associated with him in PaTliament 
knc\Y him to be an honest, courteous gentle­
man in the full sense of that term. He was 
a man who held strong vie\vs about basic 
matters affecting the Constitution of Aus­
tralia and the welfare of the people, and at 
all times, without any party rancour what­
~oevcr, he ga vc expression 'to those views 
clearly and succinctly in the House. 

Lea Ye to swear to :\Ir. \Vienholt 's death 
h~'s heen granted by the Supreme Court. It 
is supposed to haYe taken place in Abys­
'inia while he \Yas leading a mission there 
in relation to the present war, one of the 
multiturlinous activities that \Yar inYolves. 
He was a great citizen, a good parliamen­
tarian, and a great patriot. Queensland is 
the Letter because he livel1. 

Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

ll!r. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (10.42 a.m.): 
::\fr. Speaker, I rk<ire to second the motion 
moved by the Premier. The late Arnold 
'iVienholt >vas ono of nature's gentlemen. 
He \Yas a good comrade and, as the Premier 
has said, a great Queenslander and a great 
Austr~ 1~ian. He har1 an unexcclled record in 
public service, both in the State and Com­
monwealth Parliaments. Being a man who 
lived the greater part of his life in the wide 
open spar~s of this State, he had Gn unex­
eelled lmo\Ylec1ge of bushcraft, which stood 
him in good "tend in the greGt sen·ice he 
gave to the Empire during the first vVorlcl 
War. His courage and initlatiYe at that time 
earned for him the D.S.O. and J\I.C., and he 
1ras mentioned a number of times in dis­
patches for the great work he c1ic1 in the East 
African campaign. 

The lato Mr. \Vienholt •vas a fighter for 
the under-dog, as was exemplified by the way 
in which he went to help the Abys:inians 
when they were ruthlessly attackerl by the 
Italians, and when the prc;ent wnr broke 
out he was one of the first to offer his services 
in their cause. He died serving his country. 
H0 died in an endeavour to help those clown­
trodden people to regain their country, and, 
no douht, it was due largely to the efforts 
of Arnold Wienholt and gentlemen like him 
that the Abyssinians regained their country. 

In this Parliament he always fought for 
the rights of the individual. As the Premier 

has stated, he had very strong opinions on a 
number of questions, and he stated them 
forcibly in this House. The Premier has 
rightly said that Queensland and Australia 
are the poorer by the passing of Arnold 
Wienholt. 

Honourable lUembers: Hear, hear! 

lUr. l'\fULLER (Fassifern) (10.44 a.m.): 
As successor to the late Arnold vVienholt, 
I should like to support the motion moved 
hy the Premier and seconded by the Leader 
of the Opposition. I can speak of the late 
An10ld Wienholt as a public man, a neigh­
bour, and a friend. \Ve all know that he had 
political views peculiarly his own, but I \Yant 
to say that \Y hilst he represented the J\Ioreton 
electorate in the Federal Parliament and the 
Passifern electorate in the Stntc PaTliament 
he \You the respect and admiration of all 
people, including those who did not agree 
with his political views. I feel, too, that his 
work in the interests of charity-I refer in 
rarticular to his practical help in the support 
and maintenance of public hospitals in the 
electorate-will be remembered fm- many a 
long clay. 

As has been said already, Mr. \Vienholt 
\Yas a true patriot, and \Yhen Abyssinia was 
invndecl he vowed that he would give his 
life, if necessary, to restore that country to 
the Abyssinians. I feel that the Facsifern 
electorate and this State ,,-ill be the poorer 
by his passing. 

Motion agreed to, hon. members standing 
in silence. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION CO-ORDINA­
TION A?\D 'rHE U?\I\~ERSITY OF 
QUEEXSLAXD ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

INI'riA'IION l:-1 co~IMITTEE. 

(:\Ir. Gair, South Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
:llaLkay) (10.47 a.m.): I move-

'' 'l'hat it is desimble that a Bill be 
introduced to provide for a co-ordinated 
system of national education, to amend the 
L:nivcrsity of Queensland Act of 1909 (as 
amended by subsequent Acts) in certain 
particulars, and for other incidental pur­
poses.'' 

The olJjrcts of the proposed Bill were fore­
s1tac1o\Yec1 in the speech I delivered on the 
Adclress in Reply. Hon. members who are 
interested in educational matters may remem­
ber that on that occasion I set out the basic 
principles of these proposals. They 11·ere also 
refcrrel1 to, of course, in the programme set 
out in the speech of His Excellency the 
Go,·crnor. 

I might at this juncture give a brief review 
of the legislation that has led up to the M eel 
for the present measure. Till 1912 the State 
\\ ns mainly concerned with primary educa­
tion, the dcpnrtment 's contact with secondary 
education being principally through State­
endowed but boa'rd-controllecl grammar schools 
and the granting of scholarships to approved 
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secondary schools. After the inauguration of 
the University in 1910, the Government of the 
day in 1912 established a number of State 
high schools. Since that time the depart­
ment has been giving serious attention to 
secondary education, by encouraging its 
tea'chers to study for university degrees, 
recruiting university graduates to the teach­
ing service, and making the emoluments in 
the high -school branch of the service attrac­
tive to them. 

The Government believe that the time has 
now arrived, after 25 years' carefully 
organised forward planning in national educa­
tion, when through the department we should 
take a leading part in the revision of arrange­
ments for post-primary education. Both the 
State, through the Depa.rtment of Pnblic 
Instruction, and the University have a direct 
interest in post-primary or secondary educa­
tion. The department is interested because, 
in a scheme of State-wide education, it has 
the responsibility of-

( a) that students who desire 
to proceed University comses shall 
have full opportunities for obtaining a sound 
secondary education; 

(b) Evolving suitable types of secondary 
education for those pupils who do not intend 
to proceed beyond the secondary stages; 

(c) Securing a fair and reasonable return 
for tl1e expenditure by the State on 
secondary education; 

Satisfying the ever-increasing desire 
of citizens of the State that their 
children should he given a proper ground­
ing in the various stages of secondary educa­
tion; 

(e) Meeting the requirements not only in 
the professions, but also in many spheres 
of commercial life, that an applicant for 
employment shall at least be of junior Uni­
versity standard. 
The University is interested because a 

sound secondary education is a pre-requisite 
to a sound University course. 

Hence a scheme must be evolved. under 
which both the State· and the University 
shall discharge jointly and in co-operation 
their national obligations in the interests of 
a sound national educational policy. 

Since the University was established in 
1910-and in that establishment Dr. Kidston 
and Sir William Macgregor played very 
important parts-it has grown very consider­
ably in importance to the educational life of 
our countloy. ·when it was established, there 
were three main degrees, namely-arts, 
science, and engineering. There are now 
nine faculties in the University-arts, law, 
commerce, science, engineering, dentistry, 
veterinary science, agriculture, and medicine. 

In 1940 there were 1,710 students at the 
University, as follows:-

Day students 658 
Evening students 556 
External students 496 

Those figures indicate how the University has 
increased in importance in recent years. The 

figures in relation to evening students, and 
what are known as external students, are of 
considerable interest. They show very clea'rly 
to me that the people of this country are 
endeaYotuing to equip themselves vYith know­
ledge, so that they will be able to play their 
part as citizens of a great country. (Hear, 
hear!). That is a basic principle of a sound 
democracy. DemocrDcies ca·n sm·vive only to 
the extent that they are a well-educated 
democTacy, and that they recognise all the 
responsibilities that citizenship in a democmcy 
involves. Therefore, the building-up of our 
educational facilities in Queensland is at all 
times of supreme importa·nce. 

'l'he basic principle underlying this measure 
is the co-ordination of all educational activi­
ties within the State, from the kindergarten 
to the University. It is the desire of the 
Government, and all others co,1cerned, that 
each stage of education should be of the 
soundest charac:ter possible. There are, of 
course, many and varied views about various 
phases of education, and they have become 
wore prominent in recent years. \Ye read in 
tho Press, in reviews in magazines, and hear 
ove the radio, many very fine expressions of 
opinion about the need for educo tion in 
various fields of human activity. Differences 
of opinion naturally arise, but that in itself 
is a good thing, because differenees of opinion 
and wide discussion of a subject of vital 
importance such as this indicate to me a 
q11irkening of interest in these proble<ms 
amongst the people. 

I regard a sound Bducation policy as being 
BsEential, nob only to lmma'n liberty, but in 
order that men and women shall be able to 
live properly. Knowledge is power; it is the 
means of earning a livelihood. With know­

one may venture into fields that w-onlll 
entirely to many who lack it. Con­
men and women should be taught 

think objectively, to reason, and 
to strive to understand. 

Mr. Barnes: Bacl luck for you if they 
ever started. 

The PREMIER: I pity the hon. member 
who interjects. Whatever facilities he may 
have had in his youth have obviously been 
misused. 

Government Members: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: I, Mr. Gair, am dealing 
with the normal-not the abnormal. 
(Laughter.) 

I repeat that the essentials of liberty and 
happiness are sufficient lmowledge to under­
stand the phenomena that surround us in our 
claily life, and to cultivate the mind in those 
countless different directions that elevate man­
kind and ennoble the human soul. 

There is of course in this, as in every other 
important subject, a good deal of wishful 
thinking. A danger of a system of public 
education widely spread is to push every 
individual through the same mould and so 
turn out uniform types of individuals. The 
mass-produced scholar may be useful in a 
totalitarian State; for through him the will 
of the ruling minority can be given expression 
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to very quickly, !Jut if human liberty is the 
objective of the human soul it is wrong to 
destroy indi\'iduality-it is wrong to discour­
age those qualities that later on will develop 
into natural leadership in the multifarious 
activities in which mankind is engaged. 

Very few people to-day think objectively. 
People read books, they become absorbed in 
those books, and they immediately adopt the 
ideas set out therein. Very few read critic­
ally, and as a consequence they miss much 
that is of value in the pursuit of knowledge. 
'l'he output of books, the syndication of the 
Press, and the growth of other mediums of 
public expression have given rise to certain 
evils. Bool<s and newspaper articles often 
put forward expressions of opinion as if they 
were statements of fact. A critical reader 
can usually distinguish bebvecn the two, but 
it is necessary that all men and women should 
be able so to distinguish, and it would be wise 
for all of us at all times to do so. An 
expression of opinion is of extreme value; 
it indicates that the person concerned has 
undertaken some research, has thought about 
certain things, and has arri\'ed at a conclu­
sion about a certain problem; but it is of 
basic importance to distinguish between such 
an expression of opinion and a statement of 
fact, and it would be a good thing if readers 
vYere to adopt as their guide in reading the 
questions: is this fact or is it pTOpaganda! 
if it is propaganda, vvhose propaganda is it, 
ancl for what purpose is it used~ Estab­
lished fncts cnunot be disputed, and so in 
all our investigations we should be careful 
to distinguish between matters of opinion and 
facts that have been definitely established; 
aiH1 that can be tlone if puplls are taught 
eGrly enough in life to Te:1son, to clo their 
own thinking, to think objectively and to read 
and listen critically. 

A mass of asscmhlc(1 rlata that nmv be in a 
geography or a history book and" lenrned 
parrot-fashion is of little valne. I under­
~tand that panots can be taught to say 
certain things-I have heard them in more 
places thnn one-bnt that does not prove to 
me that they nndcrstand what they say. For 
example, a child may be given as an imposi­
tion to write out a sentence such as this, ''To 
err is human, to forgive divine.'' 'Tl1e child 
writes that out 100 times, but it may escape 
his understanding entirely. But what a mag­
nificent thing that is if we probe beneath 
the surface-'' To err is human, to forgive 
divine.'' It covers the whole ficlcl of human 
psychology and attributes to the Divinity 
that wonderful forgiveness, mercy, and pity 
of which He is the embodiment. 

1\Ir, li'Iacdonald: It is not often practised. 

The PRElUIER: It is practised probably 
more tlwn my interrupter thinl<s. And let us 
all heed and generally try to understand. 
IV e are all human. 

External students of the University are 
given a valuable service, and it b proposed 
to extend it in every possible direction. I 
know some very great men in this country 
who got their university training as external 
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students. Some are in the service of the 
State, and others are professional men. A 
man or woman who has sufricient energy and 
r1etermination to go to the University at 
night or to get lectures sent by post and 
study them by himself or herself is splendid 
material with which to begin. These earnest 
seel,eTs after knowledge and tl·uth should 
be cultivated in every vvay. Recently, the 
Secretary for Public Instruction indicated 
the various diploma courses and so forth that 
the University now offers; it has become and 
is becoming more the pivot round \Yhich 
centres all proper training of onr students 
for the professions. 

Attention is also given to bringing some 
part of university education to those who 
from lack of formal training or some other 
cause cannot take the regular courses offeTed 
to undergraduates. This movement is called 
the University extension movement, or arlult 
education movement. This is dealt with in 
the Bill. 

Shortly, the proposed B~ll has for its object 
the attainment of a wider sphere of respon­
sibility on the Department of Public Instruc­
tion in secondary education generally, in 
regard to proper co-ordination between the 
department and the Uni,·ersity in the general 
conduct of the University, and also in regard 
to University scholarships, adult education, 
ancl matters affecting wider Tepresentation 
on the senate. 

The Bill will proYic1e fnr a re~onstruction 
of the senate. At present 10 members are 
appointed by the Governor in Conn<:il and 
J 0 elected by the University council. This 
Bill provides for an increase of fiv c in the 
number. 'The Dirertor of Education, who will 
in future be styled the Director-General of 
E·ducation, will be ex officio a member. The 
president of the professorial board of the 
University will also be an ex-officio member. 
TheTe will be 14 members appointed by the 
GoYernor in Council and nine elected by the 
University conneit 

The incrensec1 governmental representation 
will afford an opportunity of broadening selec­
tion, in that there will be scope to appoint to 
the senate persons well versed in the com­
mercial, industrial, pastoral, anrl agricultural 
activities of the State, in addition to those 
with academic qualifications. 

The Bill will also give statutory recognition 
to the academic standing committee, the board 
of post-primm-y study, the board of adult 
education, and H1e Uni.-crsity sehola'rships 
boan1, and we shall also follm.,, the example 
set by New South \Vales by making provision 
iu the Bill for the establishment of university 
colleges. 'l'heso college; may he established 
in\ arious parts of the State, and are a further 
indication that the University is a State-wide 
institution, not one confined to the metropoli­
tan area. 

Provision is also made whereby patriotic 
citizens may donate or leave by will funds to 
any college. 

The Bill will also remove the disqualific.a tion 
that prel'ented the principals of secondary 
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schools from being members of the senate. 
It will give the senate power to appoint and 
also dispense with the services of its deans, 
p1·ofessors, tutors, and servants. 

Under the original Act of 1909-22 the 
senate had power to initiate a form of uni­
versity statute, but, strangely enough, it has 
neyer seen fit to giYc effect to that provision, 
and as a consequence we propose placing it in 
the Act. 

The Bill provides for a deputy cha'nccllor, 
a& well as a vice-chancellor, and it will enable 
thr GoYernment to call upon membeTs of the 
UniwTsity staff to pel'form special seTvices, 
or make inquiTies in the interests of the State. 

The Bill also provides for an increase in 
tlw endowment. 'l'he fiTst Art provided for 
an entlo\Yment of £20,000. By the Financial 
:F;morgency Act of ] 931 the l\IooTo GovoTnment 
altered this provhion to rca'rl, ''not exceed­
ing £20,000.'' 

ProYision is also made for a £1 for £1 
subsidy on endowments up to £10,000 per 
annum. 

This Bill will not interfere with the sub­
sicly, but 11ill lay clonn definitely that for a 
pEriod of se1·en years theTe shall be paid to 
the f'Cn~te fron1 con~olidated revenue an 
annual sum of £40,000 for University pnr­
po•,cs. This sum will be revic1ved at the 
expir0tion of that periof1 by the GoYernor in 
Council, but if not Tel·ie\vetl it sha11 continue 
to be paid. \Ye luwe pro> ided that snm in 
this year's E~timates. 

By this me~1sm·e, ronplrtl with the State 
Education Acts, there will Le inaugmated a 
rr•mplcto nntional s;ystem of education from 
the kindergaTten to the uni>'ersitv. Dcmocracv 
is the true am1 just foTm of gov0~·nment, and "r 
aga'in cmph:•sisc the need for a well-equipped 
and well-trained demoeracy. Education in 
this St0te is no longer the pTivilege of a 
few; it is now the right of all. 

Tho Bill pTovic1es for n contiunnnce of the 
Gowrnmcnt 's policy, wheTeby the doors to 
cdncati~n-r:nrl T include primary, secondary, 
and umvers1tv ei!ucrrtinn-shall he oncn to 
the citi7cns ~f the State and their rl;ildren, 
no ma'tter how lmmlJly situatcc1 in life the;; 
n1ay be. 

Alfred the Grent laid it clown that the 
inte'lectnal improvement of the people and 
tlJcir moral instruction ~were the onlv 
foundJtion npon which a Go\'ermnent coul~1 
Tepose or a throne be established. 

The ··nccess of this Bill will depend on its 
adequate, C:J.reful, and ;just administration. 
It \Vill depend on the full co-operation of 
the Uni\'ersity ancl the Department of Public 
Instruction, and also on the good will of the 
people. 'l'he ]Jeople 's inteTest in education 
is very great, and I am sntisfie<l that a 
measure of this kind '"ill appeal to all sections 
of the community. 

One of the most valuable phases of citizen­
ship and one of the things I neYer cease to 
admiTe is the determination of all good men 
and women to give their ehildTen a better 
.~hance in life than they themselves enjoyed. 

Educational institutions are facilities uevi8ed 
for that purpose, and when I use the 
teTm ''education'' I do not mean merely 
mechanical training in arithmetic, English, 
mathematics, or science, but I include also 
what may be described as civics-the civic 
duty of all, each to the other. That is a yery 
neces~ary part of eilue~tion; a man's place 
in the nation is determined by his duty to 
the State and to his fellow-citizens. Civics 
should be included in anv sound system of 
education. " · 

Most important of all is the problem of 
character-building, because we must build 
character in our people if the nation is to 
Rehieve continued greatness. Character is 
essential to success in every field of activity, 
but is of supreme importance to the nation. 
On the character of the aggregate of its 
citizens the nation entirely depends. Ruskin 
put it Yery well in one of his writings \Yhen 
he said-

'' All wealth is human life, and that 
countTy is the greatest that has the greatest 
number of healthy, happy men and women.'' 

In order to be healthy and happy we must 
seek knowledge, we must strive to undeTstand, 
and we must build up character. We must 
build up indepondenc~ of thought, independ­
ence of action, and independence of mind. 
All those things are necessary in any sound 
educational system. Many and varied are the 
institutions established for this purpose, and 
in this Bill the Go.-ernment desire to make a 
contribution to the vast amount of good will 
that exists in the communit,;, anc1 the great 
amount of recognition of the need for a 
more liberal system of education and training. 

Honourable ::!!embers: Hear, hear! 

~Ir. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (11.21 a.m.): 
I think that all hon. members of this 
Assembly and all citizens of Queensland hm'e 
a particularly keen interest in education. 
That fact has been evident particularly in 
this Chaml•er in the debates that have taken 
place on the Estimates of the Department of 
Public Instruction, and I am sme that all 
hon. membeTs will support any measure that 
tends to give betteT opportunities for educa­
tion to the citizens of this State, whether 
children or adults. 

'l'he measm·e the PTemier proposes to 
introduce this moming is designed to co-oTdi­
nate and impTove our educational facilitie,:. 
I do not think that we as a State ha,·e any­
thing to be ashamed of in om educational 
facilities. 

Honourable llieml:Jers: Hear, hear! 

lUr. NICKLIN: Those gentlemen who 
were responsible for framing the legislation 
round "hich our educational system has been 
built up deserve a great deal of credit, 
especially when we realise that at the present 
time we are working on an Act that was 
rassed by this Parliament right back in the 
latter part of the last century, so far as our 
primary education is concerned particularly. 
The fact that it has not been found neces­
sary, up to the present, to make any drastic 
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alterations in that Ad, together with the 
fact that a splendid educational system has 
grown around it, is a tribute to its 
designers. As the world progresses, na tu r­
ally the educational system, as ,,-en as all 
our other facilities, is apt to improve and 
progress. I take it that this co-ordinated 
measure will bring a bout the progress in 
our educational facilities that the advance­
ment of the times justifies. Doubtless, when 
vve have had an opportunity of studying the 
measure in all its implications, in the main 
it will receive the unanimous approval of 
hon. members. 

The Premier: We 
next Tuesday before 
reading. 

will give you until 
moving the second 

lUr. NICKLIN: I thank the Premier for 
that consideration, because this is a subject 
>Yorthy of the deepest consideration. It is 
not a matter we should rush into. I and 
other hon. members w-ill appreciate the fact 
that \Ye shall have the week-end to study 
its implications and effects. 

A great deal depends, not so much on the 
system of education we may build up, as on 
the administration of the machinery that will 
be set up in consequence of its enactment. 
We may set up what may be seemingly 
perfect machinery, but if it is not properly 
administered it will not have the effect that 
machinery was designed to obtain. 

It is essential, as the Premier sng­
gestec1, that our educational system should 
uot Le designed along lines that would pro­
duce types of ~tudents. One of the weak­
nesses of our educational system in the past 
is that the individuality of the stmlent in 
our schools and universities has not been 
taken into account to the full. There is 
another yveakness that can be overcome, and 
that is tiwt. although mo provide all the 
farilitics to enable our pupils to go through 
our primary schools and secondary schools, 
and latterly our University, very often we 
do not gh-e them the necessary guidance to 
enable them to select the vocation for >Yhich 
they are best suited. Our educational 
system in the past has failed in that it has 
concentrated too much on the academic and 
not sufficiently on thP practical side of life. 
\Ve have been turning out too many- young 
men and yvomen fitted for white-collar jobs, 
and not enough tradesmen and others who 
are capable of going into our various 
machine shop,, and trades. I do not know 
v;hether this co-ordinated measure makes any 
prov-ision for that. 

The Premier: It deals with technical 
training. 

1\fr. NICKLIN: Technical training is 
included~ 

The Premier: Yes, as part of the 
secomhuy education. 

Mr. NICKLIN: I am pleased to learn 
that, heca use, in my opinion, technical train­
ing is a particul~rly important phase of 
education. 

The Premier: As a matter of fact, I 
believe that everyone should get some manual 
training. 

~Ir. NICKLIN: I am rather with the 
Premier in that respect. Our primary 
education, as imparted in our Tural schools, 
is endeavouring to bring that about. Up 
to the present that phasl of onr e~lucational 
system m1s been particularly commendable. 
'l'echnical education, in particular, will in 
the fuh~rc be of greater importance than 
it has eYer been in the past. I am glad to 
know that this measure will take into account 
the importance of the part that technical 
education is going to play in the develop­
ment of this country. 

'l'here is no doubt the University of 
Queensland has made rapid strides since it 
was established in 1910. As the Premier 
said, the courses it offers ll'ave increased 
from three to nine, and now the University 
is turning out a steady stream of excellent 
graduates YYho are playing a particularly 
important part in the life of this State. 
The extension of the University's facilities 
that the Bill Yvill bring about will make it 
easier for people to aYail themselves of its 
benefits, and will meet YYith approval from 
all sections of the community. 

The proposals for the alteration of the 
constitution of the senate arc, I thinl;:, wise. 
The senate should be as Tejlrescntative as 
possible of the various commercial and agri­
cuHural interests as >Yell as having a strong 
academic representation. The policy of the 
University as directed by the senate has to 
be such as will provide for all our indus­
tries, and naturally it is onl;r right to 
assume that all the great primary industTies, 
such as the pastoral industry and the com­
mercial in<lustrics of the State, should have 
their opinions represented on the senate. 

I tl1ink it is also yvise to take advantage 
of the educational experience that heads of 
our seeondary schools have gained in the 
past, and to make it po~sible for those men 
anc1 · \Yomen to be eo-opted for service on the 
senate of the University. 

The other prOVlSlOns that the Premier 
mentioned seemed to be of snch a nature 
that they Yvill be y·ery helpful. I trust that as 
a result of the passage of this measure the 
excellent educational system we have in 
Queenslanrl will be improved. 

J shall rese1Te any further comments till 
a late:· stage of the 'Bill. 

I\Ir. lUAHER (West 1\Ioreton) (11.33 
a.m.): I presume the Premier ims been moved 
to introduce a Bill of this kincl hv the fact 
that the new University is nearill'g comple-· 
tion. Apparently it was thought that the 
time yyas opportune to reconsider the con­
trol of tl1e Uniyersity, to enlarge its scope, 
to improve the position in general. and to 
c1eYelop more ways anr1 means of making it 
a success. All those have been motivating 
factors in the decision to bring forward a. 
Bill of this kind. 

I was ''ery inter0sted in the fine speech 
delivered by the Premier this morning on 
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matters appertaining to the Uniy·ersity and 
education generally. No doubt a University 
is one of the great neeus of an intelligent 
and civiliseu people. 'l'he demand for a 
uniYersity in this State, I think, >ms first 
malic in 1874, and bvo commissions 'vere 
appointed to investigate the proposal, but it 
YYas not until 1909, when the lute IV. H. 
Banws inhoducec1 the T niy·ersity of Queens­
land Bill, that the foundation for our Univer­
sity system yyas laid. Since then the Pre­
mier anil his Government have interested 
themc,f'lves in the important question of 
·establishing a University worthy of a great, 
prosperous, and rising State such as Queens­
bncl, and a fine struchne is in the cour.'e 
of completion at St. Lucia. 

Of course, it is a fine thing to have a 
univcr,ity that attraets i.he finest t; pes of 
young men and 'Yomen and encourages the 
inteliectual cream of the 8tate to enter its 
portals alHl (1evote their li,·,_ ~ to- things that 
matter in the progress of the country. 
Althougi1 attendance at the University is 
uncloulJtetlly of great ach'antage, some of the 
most distinguished people in this country 
never attended a University. Many of the 
ablest, most capable, and cxpericneecl men 
in this State were >~ithout the ach·antage of 
a uni,~cr~ity ednc'ltion. 'l'lwy pa•sed through 
Y1'hat is called the universitv of life and 
lwn; mar1c the most of their e::-pcricnce.' How 
far they migl1t have gone had they had the 
adYantagc of a nniYCrsity educatjon is 
another quc.ition. 

\Ve must not lose sight of the important 
fact that the great majority of people YYho 
contribute to the wealth, the product, and 
the aclYanccment of the country do not enter 
a Universit:• nt all. \V c have, therefOTe, to 
keep in sight the oTdin~r:Y fol'ms of cdw:at]on 
as well as those of the Uni,·ersity-the need 
for an ndequate primary and ~ccondary 
education leading in pnrticular to tlw junior 
Uniwrsity standarcl specified by the Premier 
this morning. It is by that type of yo;m<;· 
person-the fair-a>·crage-quality type-that 
the bunions of life are carried. They represent 
the great majorit;· of the people. It is tlw:" 
who do the herd and practical jobs of life 
that enable the Stnte to sustain itself, ancl, 
therefore, we must not lose sight of them. 

Tlie Premier: This Bill strengthens that 
side of education. 

l'\Ir. l'IIAHER: I am glad to hear it. 
Passing along the higJnyay of life I h:n·c 
frequently noticed men who are extraonlin­
arily brilliant in some direction or other, but 
often lack some other eomDonent of sueccss. 
Sometimes thev ::ue unstable. They do not 
hold the rails,. as it were, as well as men of 
lesser nttainments, and, therefore, it is the 
orclin,ny type of individual-men and women 
of fair, average quality-who do the world's 
\Y.lrk, anr1, thercfOTc, we must not lose sight 
of the educational facilities that yyilJ meet 
their special needs nnd requirements. 

The State has not been niggardly by any 
means in providing for educational nctiyities 
in Queensland. I think that the Estimates 
for this year include a sum of £1,960,000, or 

in round figures £2,000,000, for eL1ucation. 
That represents a very substantial percentage 
of the revenue of the State that is being 
devoted to the education of the youth of the 
State. 

One of the very fine things in our educa­
tional system of to-day, and a thing of which 
I am proud, is the excellent type of young 
people who have been attractPd to the 
Department of Public Instruction-those 
young boys and girls Yvho each year qualify 
in the junior or senior University examination 
and who by reason of the method of selection 
that obtains in that department are avail­
able not onlv to the densely populated cities, 
but also to the people in the remote parts of 
the State. They go out into the wide open 
spaces, to centres remote from the capital 
and many of the amenities of life. These 
young people are replacing the te~chers of 
the past in the remote centres winch often 
lacked an educational training becaufcc there 
were no thoroughly equipped and properly 
trainccl young people available for these 
centres. Under our present system we are 
able to have the most capable young men and 
women in these remote districts, and, there­
fore, the boys and girls at Mount Isa, Clan­
curry, Quilpie, and similar settlements, distant 
anything from 500 to 1,200 miles from the 
capital, will have facilities for pass1ng 
examinations and reaching the de,ircd 
stanclanl equal to those availn ble to boys and 
girls in the more fayourecl city :ueas. 

A highly important aspect of this subject is 
the question whether of the sum of £2,000,000 
devoted to education in the State sufficient 
is being earmarked for the important branch 
of vocational tmining. The Premier, by way 
of interjection during the Sl)eech of the 
Leader ~f the Opposition, said that more 
could be done in respect of vocation~, I train­
ing. That is so. vVe should endeavour to 
devise a system under which the hands of 
the young shall not be neglected any more 
than the brains. A boy OT a girl has hancls 
and should be given an opportunity to learn 
how to use them. 

The Premier: If you train the hands the 
brain must be trained. 

lUr. :liAHER: Admittedly. 

'l'lle Premier: The hand is the most 
wonderful machine in the world. 

JUr. lUAHER: This is an era of mecha­
nisation. There is an ever increctsing dPmand 
for those who are skilled in the use of their 
hands-skilled mechanics, tradesmen, and so 
forth. 

To my way of thinking, it is of equal 
importance that we train boys and girls in 
the use of their hanc1s as to equip their 
brains with the knowledge that is set clown 
in the cuniculum of the Department of 
Public Instruction. Too much money has 
been spent in the past in cramming boys and 
uirls with the three Rs and all things rele­
~ant thereto, and not enough ha~ been 
devoted to the training of their hands in 
order to give them some useful trade or 
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vocation by which they may be of great ser­
vice to the country. Each year many boys 
are turned out from the schools at the age 
of 14 years completely unequipped. 'l'hese 
lads have not been able to reach tl1e junior 
or senior University standard and there is 
nothing definite ahead for them, but they are 
gooU Inatcl'ial, neYcrthcless. 

I remember an incident that occurred a 
few years ago when I was taking part in a 
Federal election in the Dalby district. I 
went out to a place called Brigalow to 
address a public meeting. Sitting round the 
dining table at the accommodation house 
there were about a dozen young men, all 
labourers judging by their appearance, and 
a man from one of the stations came in and 
took his seat at the table. One young fellow 
asked him if there was a job about. The 
station-owner asked what he could do and he 
replied, "I will take on ;c_nything that is 
going.'' He was asked, ''Are you a fencer, 

a tank-sinker, or a ring barker~'' He 
replied, "No, but I will have to go at it." 
'l'hreo or four of the young men made a 
similar approach, but none of them were 
eqnil']led for that work. :'\one of them had 
any UlHJet.~ talH1jug of feneing, tank-..;inking, 
ringbarking, or general bush work. They 
offercc1 their services, lJut they \Yere not 
cquippc'1 io command the ruling rate for the 
class of _,·ork offering. The station-o\;-ner 
\\"as not n iJle fa employ one of them. But 
there was one young man vdw asked for 
employment, and when the station-owner 
incjuin l as 1 J what he could clo, he replied, 
-''I n1n n horse-breaker.'' -iTc \Y _,_s asked, 
{'.,:\.re J uu cxpericnred? '' lie said, ''Yes.'' 
The station-,mner asked, ''Have you got your 
gP.n!" He replied, "Ye-;." :U c was then 
tol'l to put his gear in the utility, and he 
\Yrts gnTn a job. That is only a ~hnplc hap­
pening, but it takes place cvcty day. Every 
clay the man \Yho has some knowlec:ge or 
undersl:mc1ing of a special crlling can find 
en1ploy111C11t. 

llfr. Heaiy: At what university do you 
learn horse-lJl'caking J 

J[i', JIAHER: The hon. member is in a 
jocular mood this morning. 

'l'he Premier: In the university of life. 

The liiAlH\I{: In the university of life. 
lf any young man has a specialised knowledge 
of some callinQ· there is alwavs someone who 
is ready to a\·':'til himself of i1is senices. If 
we proeeecl ·with an educational system that 
turn- out thcl'lsands of ;'o1mg lads from school 
at 14 years of age-lads who have not reached 
the junior or senior University standards and 
,~-ho ha;-c no opportunity of qualifying for the 
h1gher professions-\Yithout training them in 
!he use of their hanil~, then \Ye are cncourag­
mg a so-stem ihat will turn ant numbers of 
drifters eac-h year. The State is not doino­
its duty to those young men, when we kno\~ 
that. th~1·e is a wm·lc1 to conquer. With all 
the mt-Icatc knowledge of mechanics and all 
the developments of this areat era in which 
we live we arc allowing thi~ splendid material 
to go to "'aste. 

It is time that we, hon. members of the 
Legislatme, considered that aspect of the 
problem. \Ve should endeavour to arrive at 
some means of devoting some of the huge 
amount allocated to education-approximately 
£2,000,000 this year-to dovetailing voca­
tional work into the present educational 
system, or developing it separately in our tech­
nical schools, or extending them, or further 
developing our vocational classes in order to 
equip these young men and train their hands 
so that they may be of service to the State. 
We must eYolve some means of getting the 
best value for money spent. We must equip 
these young lads and train them in the use 
of their hands so that they may earn an 
honest living. 

Those are my thoughts on the introductory 
stage of this Bill. After the first reading, 
and when we see the Bill, I hope that we 
shall be able to contribute some further ideas 
to build up the University training, primary 
and secondary education, and vocational 
training. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Stanley) (11.45 
a.m.): I listened very attentively to ·what the 
Premier had to say on the pro posed Bill awl 
after considering his remarks, his opinions, 
and all the generalisations, one thing stands 
out prominently. 

The Premier paid the highest tribute I 
have ever heard to the educational standard 
in Queensland. He quoted figures showing 
the pupils attending the University, although 
not within its walls. 'l'hat is almost the 
perfect tribute. Re nlso stre''secl the fact 
that education \Yas not evolYcd for the 
pmpose of hnving pupils repca:t a lesson 
panot-fashion; it was to cause people to 
think. He told this Committee of the number 
of pupils attending the 1Iniver,ity in their 
spare time, and it was intercJting to learn 
that approximately one-thinl o£ the people 
at the Gniversity were those ·who followed 
their usual vocations during the day, and 
attended University lectures at night. There 
is always the outstanding individual who 
leads; we \YCI'e not all born cqua l, anJ no 
man-made law will make us equal. There has 
always to be a leader. Individuality is a 
help, but it is utterly impossible to standardise 
certain people, because their heritage pre­
cludes them from falling into line with 
inferior persons, though tche pull is to the 
mean of the mass, not to the individual. 

One thing that has always struck me 
forcibly in this m: tter is the great difficulty 
the young boy or girl l1as in deciding what 
profession in life he or she will follow. 'When 
the boy lea\'-, school he is not in a fit state 
to decide on his profession, His father mav 
be so-ancl-so, anrl his brother so-aml-<o, and he 
usually follmYs his father or his brother. 

The Attorney-General: Physical con­
dition plays a big part in the choice. 

lUr. JUACDONALD: And more is clue to 
enYironment. In the textile works of 
Lancashire the son follows the father. In 
fact, in many places in the old world we have 
employers \YlJO pay childTen coming from 
school to go into their fa'ctorics and stand 
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beside the looms to see how they are operated 
by perhaps their brothers or sisters. By that 
means their interest is aroused. 

There was formerly the cry that children 
should have a knowledge of the classics, and 
in this matter I can only speak of Scotland. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: Nobody 
ever knc;w you came from Scotland. 
(Laughter.) 

~Ir. ThiACDONALD: In Scotland we had 
to study the cln'ssics up to the age of 14. 
Our school was divided into three parts-the 
commercial class, the professional class, and 
then the army class, from which om· fellows 
went to Sandhurst. I say that at that age 
our young people are not in a position to 
decide what calling they will follow. It has 
usually to be determined by their parents. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: And 
their parents usually put them on the wrong 
track. 

lUr. ::IIACDONALD: In Queensland it is 
eertain that any boy who attains the standard 
of the seventh class is fit to go anywhere­
if he has learnt to think. The whole world 
is open to him. 

One thing must be stressed, and it is this: 
after we have p~·ovided this education for our 
people, we must see that the system does not 
fall to the ground. \Ve must see that employ­
ment is open to our citizens who have been 
trained by it. JI.Iany people say that educa­
tion is of no use after a certain standard, 
but, to my mind, that is absolutely wrong, 
if, of comse, men are taught to think. 

1\Ir. PIE (Hamilton) (11.51 a.m.): I 
listened with a: great deal of interest to the 
Premier's introduction of this Bill, because I 
nnlise how vital it is not only to us, but also 
to the futuro generations of this State. I 
was pleased to learn of the great advance 
made in the faculties in university er1ucation, 
but I should like to suggest that a faculty 
of statesmanship he introduced in the 
currieulum. Too much stress cannot bo laid 
or. this important point, as we have to look 
ahead anJ realise tHat stat0smanship, or ser­
vice of conntry, will play a very important 
part in our life in the years ahead. There 
is no qnestio11 that better education and better 
health are national assets. These two sub­
jects will be closely associated in the future, 
and must indeed play a dominant part in our 
future development. I suggest that the 
Federal Government will also play an 
important pm·t in this vital subject, because 
it is not only this State,, but the whole of 
Australia, that will be involved in the 
pTOblems of the years to come. I am sure 
I voice the hope and opinions of all hon. 
members that never again will this country 
return to the dole system. 

Honourable liiembers: Hear, llear! 

JUr. PIE: It is only by educating the 
pea plc and thus enabling them to possess a 
wider knowledge, that we can hope to banish 
that terrible s./ ste1n. In n1y opinion, it is one 
of the curses of civilisation. I was in Eng­
land during the depression. I actually met 

people who had never worked, and who had 
never had the oppOTtunity of working, not­
withstanding they had reached maturity. 
They were uneducated and therefore could not 
get work to do. I do think that is a 
problem that has to be considered in a 
nation such as England, if she is to overcome 
the difficulties that lie ahead. 

TJ1e Premier: As a matter of fact, 
England is suffering now in lack of skilled 
tradesmen by reason of her 10 years' depres­
sion. 

Mr. PIE: I am speaking of wllat I 
personally witnessed nine years ago. Many 
people in that period had neither educa'tion 
nor the opportunity of being taught a trade. 
Those are matters that England and every 
nation ;'Vill have to try to overcome in the 
new world order. 

vYe all agree that the position to-clay is 
entirely changed. \Vhatever the faults of wa'r 
may be, war is certainly giving many people 
an opportunity to educate themselves, parti­
cularly in munition-making and the engweer­
ing trade. I know of men in our Army who 
as lads were never taught a trade, but in 
the armoured divisions are acquiring a tech­
nical education that \Yill be invaluable to 
them in their future life. After the \Yar 
they will have some trade to follO\Y, 

I believe that education helps all people to 
get employment, irrespectinJ of class, and, 
therefore, we should all aspire to improving 
our educational system. Anything that ca·n be 
done for education, which has for its object 
the making of life more atlractive for our 
people, is desirable. I believe that brains and 
character will be the shock troops, the 
Australian troops as it were, in the future 
campaigns of this new \Yorld. Brains and 
character will ·win success in secondary and 
primary industries, as well as professional 
pursuits. Therefore, any legislation that will 
develop our people to the full and equip them 
for the grim struggle of life is something we 
should aspire to achieve. 

We shall Inter be able to discuss this 
important Biil in detail. It is up to all hon. 
members to study the different conditions 
operating in other parts of the world, and 
examine the conesponding things in our own 
country in our O\Yn time, in order to deal 
with this measure constructively, with the 
object of establishing a system for Queens­
land that will lead Australia, and, we hope, 
the \Yorld. As soon as this war ends and we 
are able to concentrate on the work of build­
ino a better life ma'ny vital problems will 
co~front us. Tlwse problems \Yill affect 
finance, production, labour, transport-in fact, 
our whole economic welfare, our health and 
social wellbeing. They will be interesting 
problems. IY c ha \'e evidence of them at the 
prGsent time, in Queensland's failure to obtain 
her share of industry. That will be more 
accentuated after the war. 

Then we have our international problems. 
Ono nation will want this, and another will 
want that. We need equality of people 
throughout the wor Id; all those difficulties can 
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be solved only by education and the bui!ding­
u p of character. 

I believe, too, that every generation is 
destined to have its own problems. I feel 
that this \YOrld, after this war, \Yil! be a better 
world. 

If we in (~cteensland can pass lE>gislatiou 
that will illlpl'OV(' Lh0 people in this State a.nd 
give them a broader outlook in life, surely 
we are contributing something worth while 
to that better woTld. I am not among those 
who fear the war heralds a period of decay. 
In every country after the la'st war there 
was a period of prosperity. People learned 
as a result of that war, and although this war 
is wrong in C\ ery detail, it will bring about 
a better stanclard of education of the people, 
all(l after it is over, tho people will be look­
ing for a' better life, anrl a 11 classes will bo 
brought closer together, and thus be able to 
appreciate one another's problems more fully. 

1'\'ith those thoughts in my mind, I am in 
complete agreE'ment with the purpose of the 
Bill-the co-ordination of the whole of our 
educational s:·stem. There is something lack­
ing in it to-clay. y'\' e ha Ye partly educated 
children going on to the secondary schools, 
::md wo find that in the secondary school they 
a're doing third-grade arithmetic, whereas 
when they left the State school they were 
doing sixth-grade, and at the se"ondary school 
they are doing sixth-gr::clo F:nglish in com· 
pnrison 1Yith fomth-gracle at the State -,·hool. 
All those things have to be co-ordinatNl, and 
1 thi!!k this Bill will tend to bring about a 
-better system-a co-operatiYe system. 

In my opinion, we need nnsYYerving leaders 
for tho future life that is ahc~ rl of us, not 
onl;r in our Parli:unent, but in industry, both 
prhna1·y anrl seco11dnry) in ron1n1crre and in 
the profecsimls. They must all be highly 
dewloped in character and education, these 
men who will have to lead our State in the 
days that are ahead. 

The Premier stressed the inmorta'nce of 
ch:uacter. I say that character,~ perhaps, is 
better than education; hut the combination of 
the tl>·o is what we need. 

Thll desirabilit;r of edw ating people's hands 
was brought up b;y• the hon. member for \Vest 
Moreton. It is ver:· desirable, but we must 
not OYE'rlook the fact that when I"C educate 
ba'ncls the brain directs that ec1ucation. There 
should be co-ordination of the two: one is no 
good without the other. I cannot use my 
hands in industry. I know it is wrong, hut 
I cmt use my br::tin, with m;.o hands. I realise 
my clisal,ility. cmcl I '>hall overcome it with 
mv chilrlren. J\Jy e!dest chile! can now work a 
la'the. \Ye wanted the supervisor in my own 
business to bring in his son to learn to work 
the lathe, and he said, ''X o, my son is going 
to have a university ec1ncation,'' wherea's I 
was wanting my son to learn to use his hands 
before he had a university education. I 
think those are the things we should bring 
out. For a man to be a goocl allrounder he 
must be able to use his head as well as his 
hands. I think the hon. member for vVest 
Morcton reqnires a little information to 
relieye his mind on that subject. 

I think it is just about 30 years since the 
rniversity started, and it has made wonderful 
progress during that period. Our UniYersity 
has suffered in compa'rison with the universi­
ties in the other States, because of the lack 
of benefactions. We tlirlnot have the wealthy 
people here to give big bursaries to help the 
l~nivcTsity as they have 1:clpccl universities in 
other States. 'l'hat is because we have a 
more even spread of wealth in this State. I 
:1ppeal to all people, particularly those who 
have had a university education, to contri· 
bute more to the development of the Uni­
sity. I make a suggestion that may appeal 
to the Government-that is, that the State 
contribute an amount equal to the amount of 
any such benefaction. In my opinion, a uni­
versity cannot stand still. It is like a busi­
ness_:it is like a Government-if it stands still 
it mnst decay or go out of existence; there­
fore, being fully aware that this problem must 
be solved, we must see that suffirient funds 
are given to finance our Unhersity. 

There is one matter I should like to bring 
under the notice of those responsible for the 
Bill-that is, the question of research in ind us­
try. In my opinion, if we are to get the best 
om of our industries they should be developed 
to a greater extent. Seconda'ry industries 
must play an important part in the life that 
lies ahead. \Ve must get population and 
bring it to Australia if this country is to 
deYelop, and those people will have to be 
absorbe<l in secondary industries, because wo 
cannot put them on the land. 

I discussed this matter just two days 
~incc "\Vith a n1an fro1n Bnghnul r ~ pre ,,e11 ting 
a firm investigating the question whether 
they should m:mnfaeture here the poplin 
used for shirts. It is desirable that that 
materi2l shonlcl he mannfocturecl here, inas­
lnuch as Aus1Talian requil'en1cnts aTe suffi~ 
eicnt to hep a very big mill >Yorking. He 
>Ya'l of the opinion t; at after t!Jis war 
British industry 'Yill come to Australia. 
EvE'n now they arc sending out people to 
inY-estigatc the position here, :m<l I think 
that \Ye shonld enclea\"OlH to proceed fLtrther 
in university research in order that when 
these indu:.trics do come to Anslr~lia we 
shall have tcP]mic~ll men fitteCl to tak~ their 
places in such inc1nstrics. 

There is no better im·estment than ecluea­
tion. Education is an asset of the n1ind that 
cannot be taken an-ay even hy an enemy. 
It is something that the J10ssessor has over 
those 1Yho have it not. \\'0 all should seek 
edncation to the full. This must be e~recially 
true of the age th 't is to eomr. J\Tay 
I qnote from ''Canadian Occasions'' of the 
late Lord Tweedsmuir (John Buchan)-

''It is ob-\"ious that no nation can be 
stTong unless it cnn enlist for national 
purposes the help of its best citizens. You 
cdm''lted young men anrl \YOmen are the 
cream of tl:e citizenship. It is only if you 
are willing to giYc each in cliffcrcnt dE'grces 
thong·ht and \York to the yyelfare of 
the ~ation tlmt your country will achieYe 
tllflt greatness eYery patriot desires.'' 

\Vith that quotation in our mind, let us all 
give our concentrated, sincere thought in 
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debate to passing a Bill that will give, as 
the Premier said when speaking on this sub­
ject, ''a truly national system aimed at 
providing the type of education most needed, 
and removing as far as possible inequalities 
of opportunity.'' 

I feel that a truly national svstem of 
e(~ucation. shoul~ aim at providing" the type 
of. e.ducabon sUJtell to all and not only the 
bnl1wnt peo]Jle, as was mentioned by the 
hon. member for ~West ~Ioreton. All people 
are not brilliant; brilliant people do not 
ahYays make the best citizens. Those who 
have fought from the bottom usually come 
through to the top. If that object is accom­
plished. this Bill will be something of which 
Queensland can be proud, and something 
that will stand as a lasting monument to 
this Government. 

Mr. BARNES (Bundaberg) (12.9 p.m.) : 
It gives me great pleasure to add to the 
suggestions already put forward by hon. 
meml'ers. A child is in the care of its 
parents for 19 hours o·f the dav 'vhereas it 
is in care of its teacher for onl~- five hams. 
Its edncatim: is going on all tl1e time, and 
parents should make a note of the inclina­
tion of the child dming the time it is in 
their care. I know that »·hen I was two 
years old I made a pictuTe frame of which 
the four corners were perfectly square. I 
remember the incident only bcl·ansc I was 
never a llowcd to forget it. When visitors 
came my father and mother '"oulc1 proudly 
say, ''Look at what Frankie made.'' At a 
Yery enly age I nailed a paling on a fence in 
the perfectly perpendicular position. These 
things arc \·cry important from the point of 
,-ie\J of tl1e future education of children. 
For example, hall my parents kept a note of 
such incil1ents they would have probably 
mat1c an engmeer out of me instead of a. 
politician. \\'h?n 19 year:s of age, although 
J. hdl no ]JTCnous expenence, I overhauled 
~ motor bic;:cle anrl made piston rings for 
rt, tlnu pronng that I '"as practical. 

"'cs. another e.xample to support my point, 
penmt me to mstance the engineer on the 
Pink~Ilb:'. sc"·crage job. He qnalified b;­
eYammatwn at the UniYeTsity. lie became 
an engineer probably because Uncle John 
\Yrts an engineer and Uncle Ton1 \YUs a 
doctor, :md his parents decided that he must 
be an engineer. They provided him with 
£200 _a.. ye m: pocket money, and sent him to 
the ('mversrt,y to become an engineer. That 
r'oy may have been better fitted for any 
other \York. Perhaps he would have made 'a 
lwtter banistcr or dentist, and hacl his 
p:1rents kept the necessary data durin ()' his 
young life they would haYe realised it 

All chil.dren in their en'rly yeaTs show signs 
of an aph~ude for certain callings, and I sug­
gest that rt 'vould be of advantage if in this 
year of 1941 this PaTiia'l11ent of a modern 
·world introduced some Jaw or made a request 
to the effe"t that parents should 1·emember 
nnd be guided by the signs of a·ptitude shown 
1~~ children during their first five years of 
hie. Then. ,,-hen those children started going 
to school the teacll8rs could be informed of 
the bent of each one of them and this could 

be encouraged and developed and the children 
so equipped for the vocation in life that they 
prefer. 

It is a fallacy to make a chilcl a doctor, a 
dentist, n ba'rrister, or anything else simply 
because Uncle John or a close friend of the 
family followed one of those professions. 
To-day, there are thousands of reople filling 
jobs for which they are not suited, nnd there 
are thousands more 'IYho will not work. At the 
moment we will not discuss the reason why 
they will not work, but we do know tha:t many 
of those people cannot get work that is suit­
able for them. \Ve all have our hobbies. We 
all enjoy those hobbies, and I suggest that it 
should be possible to make every person's job 
his hobby and in that way make his life inter­
esting. With proper training, both at home 
and at school, such a state of affairs c:tn be 
brought abont ev-entually. As an i!lnstration, 
take the clTiver of the sanil ~·uy Cdrt. He is 
doing that work only because circumstances 
have not allo>ved him to do anything else. 

Mr. Devries: That is an honoura.ble 
trade. 

At 12.14 p.m., 

l\Ir. BRASSINGTON (Fortitude Valley), 
one of the panel of 'l'emporary Chairmen, 
relieved the Chairman in the chair. 

ll'Ir. BARNES: Fancy the hon. member 
saying it is an honourable trade! In this 
modern world there should be no such thing 
as sanitary carts. Had that man's parents 
kept some record of his inelinations when a 
child, and had those inclinations been 
cleYeloped under a proper system of edur:r­
tion, that man might have been one of the 
leading artisa·ns of the country to-clny. If 
these records are kept by parents and these 
tnlcnts developed dming a child's growth, 
we should have no waste of energy. :\len who 
otherwise might be driving sanitaT;- carts 
,,-culd be giving yeoman ,en-ice to the 
country. 

In the same way, if the engineer in charge 
of the construction of the Pinkcnba sewer had 
not been forcrcl by his parents to become a·n 
engineer, simply because Uncle John or some­
one else was a·n engineer, that WOTk might 
not havo broken clown as it did. V\' e know 
that many people who can neither read nor 
write are better at the practical side of vari­
ous professions than arc some of the educated 
persons '\Yho holrl diplomas for that work. 
Had the engineer on the construction of the 
Pinkenha sewer not been force\\ to herome 
an cn,gincer that ~woTlc would not June been 
mcs,ecl np and the country migl1t haYe been 
saYee! a good deal of money. 

I should like to give the child every facility 
for education from the kindergarten through 
to the university. For instance, I should like 
to provide all children with m.otion-picture 
education in schools. \Ve cannot do tlwt now 
becrmso of lad{ of money. 

~Ir. Turner: They have them in State 
schools now. 

Mr. BARNES: Only to a limited extenc. 
I suggest that if we had the money to install 



National Education, &c., [15 OCTOBER.] Acts Amendment Bill. 745 

100 times more motion-picture equipment in 
schools our education would be improved con­
siderably. 

Another improvement would be the appoint­
ment of more teachers who have specialised 
in certain subjects. To-day, we find teachel's 
instructinu· '.lasses of 50 :md 60 children. If 
\Ye lmrl n~'orc teachers we could divid0 those 
clnsse.'· into two and give both the cJ:.ildren 
and the tenchers a better opportunity of 
achieving results. 

It is obvious to all hon. members that if 
snch classes were divided the educational 
facilities offering to the pupils would be 
greater. The children 1vould have a better 
chance of learning. 'We !mow that thCl'e arc 
certain children who had no real chance at 
school but if we could find the means of 
getting more money to finance our sch~ol 
system we might be able t~ set up specwl 
classes for the backward children. BPc:msc 
children \Ycre backward in their school days, 
it does not follow that they will be backward 
citizens in after life. I know my own experi­
ence at school, because on one side of me 
there was a man who afterwards became a 
barrister, and on the other side one who 
became a solicitor. On the other hand, some 
reallY brilliant students at my school aTe now 
woTking on the roads faT the simple Tea son 
that when they left school they went into some 
minor )'lrofession selected by their fathers 
oT mothers. as their financial circumstances 
pcTmittcrl, ~nd ne,·er had the chance of doing 
1vlwt they \Yere cut out faT. 

)lr. DeTries: The navvy is as good as 
the barrister. 

:i\Ir. BARNES: No man is better than 
anotheT man, unless that other makes himself 
·worse. Everybody is born equal, but, unfor­
tunately, through circumstances, some get a 
better chance than others. The time is fast 
approaching when such circumstances will 
hnve ceased to exist. 

J wns saying thnt in my class at school 
11Tillinnt T'Upils went to work on the road,. 
I have in mind one who, if he had been 
nllowed to follow the walk of life he was cut 
out for, would have been a leading citizen in 
this State to-clnv. When a man becomes a 
labomcr, it usl{~lly follows that he is not 
successful. If one c:ned to look through 
the slums to-dav, one would :fim1 burghrs 
and notorious c~·iminals, although many of 
them were in good circumstances. "What has 
happened to them~ In most cases their 
parents forced them to follow a calling in 
life in which they had no interest, and the 
only avenue open to them was roguery. 

·we have to consider the ways rmc1 means 
of getting money to finance all these things. 
There is only one way--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The hon. member must not depart from the 
principles of the Bill. 

IUr. BARNES: I beg to differ with you, 
:Mr. Brassington. I am not getting away 
from the principles of the Bill. If I can 
prove that all these things should happen, I 

am entitled to prove ho'v it is possible to 
make them happen. 

The TEJUPORARY CHAIRIUAN: Order! 
The hon. member will not be allmved to open 
up a discussion on that point. 

ll'Ir. BARNES: You anticipate what I am 
going to say, Mr. Brassington. ·wait until 
I say it, and then if I am out of order, you 
have the right to call me to onlcr. 

The TEI\'IPORARY CHAIRlUAN: Order! 
I am warning the hon. member. 

lUr. BARNES: There is no need to be 
warned in this Committee. \'."hy threaten in 
this ~\.ssembly'? I represent as many people 
as anyone. As a matter of fact, I think the 
Bill provides for finance up to £40,000, and 
if that is so I am entitled to get away from 
orthodox finance if I so desire. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR111AN: Order! 
I rule that the hon. member is not. 

Mr. BARNES: You definitely rule that 
I am not entitled to discuss the :financing of 
the proposal? I have every right to talk 
about finance. 

The 'l.'EMPORARY CHAIRlUAN: Order! 
I re,Jincl the hon. member that he has eveTy 
right to talk about the question of £40,000 
which is to come from consolidated re,·enue. 

1Ur. BARNES: A previous speaker said 
that there was no doubt that there 1vas some­
thing lacking. \Ve all admit that. ·when I 
come to point out what is lacking and endea­
vour to show this Committee a \Yav out of the 
difficulty I am tolcl that iliere is 'one hour in 
one year in which to debate 1lnance. \Vhat n 
ridiculous statement to make! Just fancy, 
an hour in one year. It is a fine stntc of 
affairs when the most important thing in this 
world is finance. All onr troubles Tcvert to 
finance, and yet I mn allowed one hour in a 
year to debate it! 

IUr. LUCKINS (Maree) (11.24 a.m.): 
This is a ycry important suh.iect and it is 
pleasing to know that the debate on it 
s~'nchroniscs with the construction of the new 
Unh·croity at St. Lucia. 

l\fany problems affect both parent and child 
to-f!a;v. The Prcmi01·, in ou~lining the prin­
ciples of this Bill, did not tell us what it 
would cost a parent to educate l1is child from 
the kindergarten to the University standard. 
Those facilities are availecl of to-clay only 
by those parents who have the wherewithal 
to meet the cost. My ono desire, ancl the 
desire of many others, is to see that chilclren 
of parents unable to pay the cost of higher 
education can continue their studies by 
winning scholarships. It is important that 
our educational facilities should be availed of 
by children of our poorer classes, in order 
that they may attain to something greater, 
perhaps, than their parents. 

I am very pToud of the fact that all my 
education was obtained in Queensland and in 
our State schools. It may he said by some 
that I did not avail myself as much as I 
should have done of the opportunities that 
presented themselves to me, but that is my 
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misfortune. Unfortunately, I am one of those 
men who had to get out early in life to keep 
the home fires burning. I was a victim of the 
lack of facilities existing in those days. 

I have spoken in this Chamber on the 
influences at work to-day in keeping the 
opportunities offering to our children from 
them and for doing so I had to suffer in no 
small way abuse from hon. members 
opposite. That caused me to think that the 
influences at work to-day are mainly political. 
If we have a Parliament dominated by 
political parties, no matter of what colour, 
then that fact must have an important 
influence on the outlook of our younger gene­
ration. I. should like to see some provision 
in this Bill whereby a child gifted with 
brains could, if the parents were not in a 
position to enable him to do so, pass with 
State assistance, from the kindergarten 
through the various stages of our education 
system to the University. Some of the most 
brilliant men and women in the world rose 
from the humbler classes. We see that illus­
trated in every walk of life. Those who have 
had to fight their way through life, and 
have come out on top, make the best citizens, 
no matter what education they may have 
received. We know from experience, too, tha:t 
those people make the better citizens. 

There is the human side of education to be 
considered. Queensland is a very young State 
compared with other parts of the world. We 
desire that the education the State offers 
should be at the service of the child without 
extraordinary cost. It cannot be gainsaid 
that if I desire to educate a son in the faculty 
of medicine at the University it would cost 
me from £500 to £600 a year. 

At 12.29 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. LUClHNS: There is something 
wrong with our educational system when it 
does not provide for the education of our 
brilliant young pupils in our State primary 
and secondary schools. The population of 
this State, as mentioned by the hon. member 
for West Moreton, is about 1,000,000, and 
the cost of our educational system is about 
£2 000,000. Although that is a considerable 
a~ount of money, I do not begrudge its 
expenditure on education, but we might well 
ask what becomes of the scholaTs who pass 
from our State schools to our University~ 

The Secretary for Mines: They hold 
leading positions in Queensland and other 
parts of the world. 

~Ir. L UCIHNS: Not in Queensland. 

The Secretary for Mines: Yes. 

Mr. LUCKINS: Very few of them are in 
Queensland. We come to the point, then, 
that we are educating our people for the 
benefit of communities outside Queensland. 
I do not deny any man the right to go to the 
place that is most attl·active to him, but I 
maintain the facilities should be offered to 
men in Queensland. I am going to ca~tigate 
the Treasurer for bringing outsiders into 
our Bureau of Industry when we have 

Queenslanders with the same qualifications 
for those jobs. 

Mr. Power interjected. 

Mr. LUCKINS: The hon. member talks 
about the Brisbane City Council. Two 
Queenslanders have been appointed to two 
of the highest offices in the City Council-Mr. 
Price and Mr. Slaughter. 

The Premier: They are not provided 
for in this Bill. 

Mr. LUCKINS: There is the point. The 
Premier may be quite right. In the Bureau 
of Industry you have one or two men intro­
duced from other parts of Australia. 

The Premier: You can deal with that 
on the Estimates; it is not provided for in 
this Bill. 

Mr. LUCKINS: I was dealing with the 
question of giving our own people an oppor­
tunity to serve in their own State. I think 
the highest tribute we can pay to our State 
school education is to fill our jobs with men 
and women educated according to our own 
ideals and standards. I may be parochial, 
but I am very pleased indeed to know that 
opportunity will be offered now; neverthe­
less, it is a bit belated. 

The Premier: It is not belated. 

Mr. LUCKINS: It is. The Government: 
are a long way behind the other States in the 
British Commonwealth of Nations so far as 
university faculties are concerned. 

The Premier: You cannot blame us for 
that. 

Mr. LUCKINS: You have been in power 
for 25 years. 

Tl1e Premier: We have an additional six 
faculties. 

Mr. LUCKINS: We know that there has 
been no public support by outside people, with 
the exception of one or two, whereas in 
other parts of the Empire there have been 
men and women who have been willing to put 
their hands in their pockets in the ea use of 
university education. 

I am sure the Premier will agree with me 
that wars have played havoc with our educa­
tional system. In 1914-18 we had the spec­
tacle of brilliant young teachers going 
overseas, many of whom, unfortunately, were 
lost to the State. To-day many of our 
teachers have volunteered, others have been 
called up in the militia, and our children have 
not the same service that they had prior to 
the outbreak of this unfortunate war. I 
know that at the Kangaroo Point State 
School one or two teachers have several classes. 
It is unfortunate that such a set of circum­
stances prevails. I am not blaming the Govern­
ment. I realise the difficulty of replacing 
teachers. We cannot altogether overcome the 
conditions that bring this about. 

However, I shall give the Bill my support 
because I know it is a big step on the road 
to developing the minds and the qualities of 
our children so that they will be able to take 
their place in the many walks of life open 
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to them, and in yeaTs to come thank the 
State foT fostering their intellect and giving 
them a staTt in life. 

Mr. DECKER (Sandgate) (12.34 p.m.): 
After hearing the Temarks of the Premier, we 
expect a Yery advanced move in the educa­
tional system of this State. 
the hon. 
in OUT 

by this Bill. 
tional system, particularly in primary educa­
tion. We find that from the earliest Parlia­
ments educational matters have always been 
to the fore and Governments have 
introduced legislation to the educa-
tional facilities of the State; and now we 
have arrived at a stage at which our system 
has reached a very high peak indeed. 

We all owe a great deal of gratitude to our 
State school teachers. There is no doubt that 
their has been improved year by 
year to-day >Ye have teachers of a very 
high standard who are carrying out the great 
woTk of educating our children. 

I say without hesitation that any child 
who reaches the seventh standard of a State 
school in Queensland and who has natural 
ability and force can make his way in Iife 
successfully. I agree with the Premier that 
parents like to give their children a better 
education than they had themselves. They 
give their children the best education within 
the limits of their resources, sometimes aided 
by the State, so that they will have a better 
:start in life than they had. 

The scholarship standard as set by the 
Department of Public Instruction is a fair 
:standard for admission to our secondary 
Bducational system, and if a child does not 
possess the ability to reach that standard it 
is scarcely worth while, from the point of 
view of the State, encouraging it to proceed 
to a secondary education. If a child does 
not show the progress or adaptability neces· 
sary for secondary education the matter then 
rests with the parents. If they think their 
child worthy of the opportunity of attending 
a secondary school and can afford to pay 
the fees they should allow it to do so; but 
if the child has not shown the necessary 
promise, its having reached the seventh grade 
in the State school has more or less fitted 
it to make its way in the world. 

'rhe Premier was not very clear as to how 
this Bill will operate as between secondary 
education and the University. 

The Premier: Details of a Bill are not 
given at this stage. That comes later. 

Mr. DECKER: In that regard I have an 
idea and I do not think I shall be disap· 
pointed; financial aid from the State will 
be given to the briliant student to take the 
step from the secondary educational standard 
to the University standard. If that is so 
the opportunity will be given to every student 
of promise irrespective of the financial posi­
tion of his or her parents. If 'that is the 
object of the Bill, we will support it 
heartily. The brilliant child should be 
nursed by the State. He should have the 
opportunity of reaching the highest possible 

standard of education, if he is deseTVing of 
that opportunity, in order that he 
an asset to the State. But I 
wheTeas we give the 
of education to the 
does not always follow that each and 
one taking advantage of such 
will be an asset to tbe State. Every 

the highest educational 
not turn out to be just 

expected. There are those who cannot apply 
the knowledge they gain by education. 

The Premier: Such a man is not properly 
eclucated. 

Mr. DECKER: There must be application 
and initiative. 

The Premier: Some are educated beyond 
their intellectual capacity. 

JUr. DECKER: If he has not the intel­
lectual capacity to make a success of himself 
after the State has provided him with the 
opportunity the State cannot help him; but 
at least we can do our best as members of 
Parliament to give to the poorest in the 
community the opportunity to the 

form of education. I that is 
underlying feature of the Bill, and if 

that is so, I support it. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) (12.42 p.m.) : J!'irst of all, I want to 
say that I appreciate the manner in which 
this debate has been conducted. It is 
quite evident that members of Parliament 
generally are considering this Bill from the 
point of view of the best interests of the 
State, and that is an excellent thing. 

'l'he University of Queensland has done veTy 
valuable work. Only three faculties were 
established in the 'first instance, but they were 
well established, and the men who graduated 
from them can be found holding high and 
responsible positions in various parts of the 
world. Take, as examples, the faculties of 
engineering and science. In chemistry 
Professor Steele did tremendously valuable 
work in the University, and the men who were 
trained under him and his successors have 
hacl no difficulty whatever in Teceiving suit­
able appointments not only in Australia, but 
elsewhere. 

Professor Steele was a great research 
scholar also. During the last war he did 
extremely valuable work, not only for the 
Commonwealth, but for the British Govern­
ment also. It must be remembered, too, 
that he was the chairman of the Royal Com­
mission on Prickly-pear, whose recommen­
dations enabled us to control that pest. The 
value of woTk of that nature cannot be 
assessed in terms of any figures that I might 
put before the Committee. 

Then take the Queenslal!ld engineers who 
have been trained under Professor Hawken. 
The Diploma in Engineering that is given 
under our apprenticeship scheme is recognised 
as being of tremendous value in any part of 
Australia. The training that is given in 
technical colleges is equal to two years' study 
in the Faculty of Enginering at the Univer­
sity. If students are unable to go to the 
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University from the colleges they may get 
their Diploma in, Engineering, and later, when 
finance permits and the opportunity offers, 
they can go for their degree as Bachelor of 
Engineering, and so on. 

In the gradual unfolding and development 
of a State we must improve each year. A 
complete University cannot be established in 
one year. It must be an everlasting growth. 
If it does not continue to grow it is not 
doing its job. The University is never 
finished. It 8hould be so based as to be able 
to adapt itself to all new needs of the people. 

I could go on talking about the wonderful 
men, such as the late Professor Bagster and 
Dr. Jones, whom we ha\'e had at our Univer­
sity. In Queensland we have been singularly 
fortunate in the men who have had charge of 
our various faculties and departments. The 
men and \\'Omen who have graduated from 
there hm e prcved the equal of any others I 
know. After all, it is the man or the \Yoman 
that counts. If a man has ability, if he is 
given training in the basic essentials of educa­
tion, he will get along quite well. He finds 
ways and means of looking after himself. 

Why is it that there are well over 1,100 
external students at the University now~ That 
fact is proof that the men and women who 
h<tYC the detnmination and the will to succeed 
are able to equip themselves for life with the 
aid of the facilities that are offered. It is 
an excellent thing that we should have such 
facilities available. 

In 1935 the University published a jubilee 
brochure, and hon. members would be well 
advised to reacl it, for in it they will find a 
complete account of the most important work 
tlwt tllP University has done. 

I c1csire to cmphnsise, however, that the 
proposed mrasure is not purely ani! simply a 
l"niversity Bill. It is not designed for those 
who go to the Universit:·. It is a mochinery 
Bill to control erlucation fTOm the primary 
stages to the UniYcrsity. It will make the 
best ec1ncntiona1 services in vnrious grndes 
availn ble to onr people. If a boy leaves school 
at 14, 15, or 16 years of age he \Yill get the 
best eqnipment that can be given up to thnt 
stage. If he goes on to the secondary educa­
tion, then he \Yill be given the best equipment 
that can be made avaihble there, and so on. 
It has all to be co-ordinated. 

Yon cannot educate people by Bills in 
Parliament. You merely provide the 
machinery; the machinery is here, and we 
arc endP'lvouring to put it together. 'Ne 
have now reached the first stage, and from 
to-day we go throng h the other stages. The 
success of the measure will depend on the 
intelligent and faithful administration and 
co-operation of the school teachers in the 
various gmr1es ani! the various faculties at 
the University, as \\·ell as the officers in the 
Department of Public Instruction. 

I think that the Bill is one that Parlia­
ment should pass in the interests of the 
principles I h3.vc enunciated. 

:\Iotion (:\Ir. Forgan Smith) agreed to. 

Resolution reported. 

FIRST READING. 

Bill presented and, on motion of Mr. 
Forgan Smith, read a first time. 

SCARTWA'l'ER STA'l'ION 'l'HUST 
EXTENSION BILL. 

SECO~D READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. E. J. Walsh, Mirani) (12.51 p.m.): 
I move-

'' That the Bill be now rea cl a second 
time.'' 

In moving the second reading of this Bill, 
I should like to ac1d a few remarks to those 
I made yesterday. I said that the Bill is 
designed to extend the provisions of a trust 
created bv an indenture entered into by the 
late :\fr. Coyne, who was Secretary for Public 
Lands in 1920, and certain trustees who 
have managed Scartwater Station in the 
interests of soldiers who enlisted in the last 
y,'ar. \life are now extending that trust, 
whici1 was set out to be for the benefit of-

'' Returned soldiers who enlisted during 
the Great \Var from or were reside11ts of 
the area comprised within the boundaries 
of the State electoral districts (as then 
con,tituted) of Bowen, 'rownsville, :\fun­
dingburra, Charters 'rowers, Queenton, 
KcmnrdY Flinders, and IIedJert, so much 
of the 'electoral district of Gregory as is 
comprised in its divisions of Hughenclen 
and J\futtaburra, and so much of the 
electoral district of Leichhardt as is to 
the north of the southern boundaries of 
Doongmabulla, Labona, J\!Ioray Downs, 
Durdham, FI·ankfield, Kutchi, Barcombe, 
Kilcunnnin, Logan Downs, and Logan 
Downs J~ast stations; and 

'' W ounderl or disabled soldiers who 
enlisted during the Great \Var from or 
'';ere residents- of the area aforesaid; ancl 

''The widows, children, and other 
dependants of all sueh soldiers as afore­
said.'' 

The Dill is designed to extend that trust to 
those who have enlisted or enlist in the pre­
sent war. 

The areas that '"ill benefit "~'>ill be the 
same as those covered by the original trust 
in 1920 irrespective of any alteration that 
might have been brought about in electorates 
as a result of the redistribution of elec­
torates. 

Mr. Nimmo: Who was the man respon­
sible for the property in the first place 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
As I said yesterday, it was a pastoral hold­
ing that was already in the hands of the 
Crom1, anrl it "as proposed to cut it up 
into grazing properties. The proposal was 
macle to the then GcJYermnent, through a 
certain gentleman interested. 

1\'[r. Nimmo: Who was responsible? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I am endeavouring to explain to the hon. 
gentleman if he would be good enough to be 



Scartwater Station [15 OCTOBER.] Trust Extension Bill. 74!} 

p~ tient and listen. I have already told the 
House that the late J\Tr. Harry C'oyne, the 
then Secretary for Public Lands, agreed to 
a proposal placed before him to enable this 
property to be vested in certain trustees, 
to be managed for the benefit of those who 
enlisterl in the last war. That is how the 
tTnst started. Naturally, as the years have 
passed the number of those benefiting from 
the trust has d\Yindled and this Bill will 
enable the trnst to extend tlJe benefits to 
those who have enlisted in the present war. 

The Bi!l is a result of a request made to 
the Premier by Mr. A. '\Y. H. Cunningham, 
one of the original trustees, who is living. 
After exmnining the proposal the GO\-ern­
mrnt thought it wa-s desirable to extend the 
trust and nllo\\ the present trustees to con­
tinue to mnnage Scar-twater Station and 
nllmY the proceeds to benefit not only those 
"!to enlisted in the lnst war, but also those 
engaged in the present war. The trust has 
been veq faithfully ma.naged over the years 
by those nssocia teu \Yith it. The trustees 
have hnd considerable support from the 
North Queen eland branch of the Rettuned 
Soldiers aiHl SailOTs and Airmen's Imperial 
League of Austr-alia, which body is in agree­
ment with the proposal to extenu the trust 
as provided in this Bill. 

A considerable amount of money has been 
hnncled over to the R-eturned Soldiers and 
Sailors and AiTmen 's Imperial League of 
Australia in North Queensland-something 
like £9,000, which has in turn been distri­
lmted by the kague in the 'l'mYnsville dis­
trict ns desired. 

'l'he trust further provides for an annual 
scholnrship to be lmow11 as ''The Scm·t­
water Scholarship,'' and also an annual 
scholarship to be known as ''The Cunning­
ham Scholarship.'' There is also provision 
to make a Scartwater grant. Tl1at is not 
limited. The trustees can make snch grant 
as they deem fit, as distinct from the scholar­
ships. That is to say, they can make a 
grant of £1 0 or £20 to any child of any 
returner! soldier \vho may not have heen 
sufficiently well advanced "to i\in a scholar­
ship. A considerable amount of money hns 
been distributcu in that manner. 

JUr. Nimmo: That is over and above the 
£9,000 ~ 

Tlle SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The £9,000 I mentioneu is a direct contribu­
tion to the Returned Soldiers' League. 

~rr. Nimmo: It is a wonderful thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That the trust has been faithfully managed 
over the intervening years is evidenced by 
the profits made from working the property. 
I mentioned, when introducing the B'ill 
yesterday, that over the last 20 yenrs the 
number of stock on the station increased 
from 1,500 to over 11,000. 

JUr. Nimmo: What a difference to the 
State stations, eh! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. gentleman cannot keep away from 

Pinkenba, even on a Bill of this nature. 
(Laughter.) 

In any case, the Government intend to do 
the desirable thing, anu I do not \Yish to­
make any political capital out of this Dill 
even though the hon. member for Oxley may 
desire to do so. 

The figures I quoted show that the depart­
mental officers appraise a correct value of 
these properties, for although the canying 
capacity of the station was originally set 
do;yn as G,OOO-odd cattle, it is now carry­
ing over 11,000, and has been canying over 
9,000 since 1934. 

li'Ir. Nimmo: The trust may have 
impro;-ed the property. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:_ 
If they have it is all to their credit. All 
that ;ye are concerned about at the moment 
is to do the right thing by the trustees. 
They are the people concerned in the man­
agement of the property. The Government 
haYe neYer interfered in the management. 
'l'his Bill simply extends th'e benefits of the 
original trust to those who have enlisted 
in this war and their dependants. 

Honourable l\'[embers: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:. 
The trustees also invested £10,000 in war loans, 
and have a fixed deposit of £5,000 and a 
credit balance of £83. Hon. members will 
agree the trust has been used to good purpose. 

For the information of hon. members I wi11 
point out what the scholarships provide for. 
The Scartwater scholarship is awarded on the 
result of the Queensland junior university 
examination and is intended to assist financi­
ally a boy of outstanding ability while he is 
studying for the senior university examination. 
This scholarship will be to the value of £26 
per annum to a boy who can live at home and 
attend the secondary school, and £52 per 
annum to the boy who must live away from 
home to attend the secondary school. 

The Cunningham scholarship is awarded on 
the results of the Queensland University senior 
examination to enable a boy to study at the 
Queensland University. It is worth £100 per 
annum. The trustees may award one 
Scartwater scholarship and one Cunningham 
scholarship. Then there is the Scartwater 
Trustees' Grant of a sum of money not to 
exceed £10 in any case to provide financial 
assistance in special cases to sons or daughters 
with the qualifications ns in Part II. of the 
trust deed \Yho are studying or who have 
undertaken specialised study at or apart from 
a secondaq school to fit themselves for a 
particular profession. 

In that way hon. members can see the 
trustees have contributed a good deal to the 
sons and daughters of the returned soldiers 
from the last war, and that good work will 
be carried on \Yhen the Bill is passed. 

As a result of the good management of the 
property the stock has increased very con­
siderably over a number of years. The latest 
returns show 11,190 head of cattle and 129 
head of horses. Seeing the carrying capacity 
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is put down at only 6,726, the property is 
apparently well developed or the departmental 
officers have taken a very reasonable view in 
assessing its carrying capacity. 

I mentioned also the profits that had been 
made. I notice that the net profit for 1940 is 
set down £6,125, which is a remarkably good 
return considering the number of stock on the 
property. Again, Mr. Speaker, that shows that 
every attention has been given to the property. 

Mr. Massey: Is that allowing for taxa­
tion 7 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
No, owing to the nature of the undertaking 
the Government would not expect them to pay 
taxation. 

Mr. :fi'Ia.ssey: Do they pay a Federal tax? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I cannot answer for the Federal people. The 
State has not in any way assessed income tax 
on the property, owing to the nature of the 
undertaking. The reasonable thing is to 
relieve the trustees of that responsibility. 

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (2.20 p.m.): 
When we consider the very worthy object of 
the trust, the gentlemen responsible for its 
establishment deserve everv commendation. 
The purposes of the trust also deserve every 
<Jommendation. As the Minister has stated, 
the gentlemen responsible for creating the 
trust have also taken a keen interest in its 
working since, and the results achieved show 
that the property has had careful management 
and that the objects for which the trust was 
established have benefited considerably. I 
know that the Northern branch of the 
Returned Soldiers' League appreciate the 
operations of this trust and the help they 
get from it. Reading the report of the last 
State conference of the Returned Soldiers' 
League, I noticed very fa,·ourable comment 
on the aid the returned soldiers in Northern 
Queensland get from the operations of this 
trust. Although the last war occurred 25 
years ago and that perhaps the trust may not 
be called upon in these days to give the same 
measure of assistance to the soldiers who 
enlisted and fought in that war, it also provides 
for their dependants. Notwithstanding this, 
I suppose the calls on the trust will be less 
as the years pass by. But we are now engaged 
in another waT and this Bill extends the 
operations of this trust to soldiers who fight in 
the present war and their dependants and it 
will be many years before there will be no 
need to call for assistance from the trust. 

The example set by the gentlemen respon· 
sible for the creation of the trust is one 
that might well be followed by others. 
Undoubtedly, it has been of great benefit to 
the men of that district who served their 
country and I hope as a result of the passage 
of this measure the trust will continue to give 
the same excellent service as it has given in 
the past. 

Mr.l\IAHER (West Moreton) (2.23 p.m.): 
I should not like a measure of this kind to 
go through the Housg without having a few 
words to say in appreciation of the patriotic 

and veTy public·spirited gentlemen who created 
this trust and who during the period of the 
last war and again during the period of the 
present war have banded together to operate 
a large pastoral holding for the purpose of 
earning profit to help returned soldiers and 
their families. That is practical patriotism 
and frequently, as you know, Mr. Speaker, in 
our political discussions we do not stop long 
enough to ponder on the work, effort, and 
time that must be given by men such as 
Messrs. Cunningham, Pott, Wilson, and Toms 
named in the Bill as managing trustees of 
the Scartwater Trust. It is only right that 
Parliament should record an appreciation of 
the woTk of these men, who with their own 
propeTties to manage find the time to manage 
a property such as this,. on which, as was 
stated by the Minister this morning, 11,000 
head of cattle run. To look after that number 
of cattle and to earn the profits mentioned 
is not a light task by any means. It demands 
much caTe and attention by those entrusted 
with the responsibility of managing the trust. 
It is a generous·spirited action on the part 
of these men, as I am suTe every hon. membeT 
will agree. I am glacl to have the opportunity 
to pay my tribute to them. 

I hope that they may be long spared to 
continue this excellent work of rendering 
service to those who have enlisted and those 
of their families who may be in want during 
their absence. 

Mr. JESSON (Kennedy) (2.25 p.m.): I 
feel that I should be lacking in my duty as 
the representative of the Kennedy electorate 
if I dicl not voice the appreciation of the 
many Teturned soldiers in that el0ctorate of 
the help tlHlt the Scartwater Trust has been 
to them oyer a long period of years. 

Hon. members do not realise just what this 
trust has done for our returned soldieTS. Its 
scope is wide, and I have personal knowledgr, 
of eases in which retnrned soldiers with its 
aid haYe been able to go as far South as 
:Melbomne to seek the treatment of special­
ists for complaints that have develope(l 
often as a result of their service overseas 
during the last war. \Yhat has been done 
for those men and their dependants by the 
trust is desen·ing of the highest praise. I 
know, too, of a number of returned soldieTs 
who have been settled successfully on the 
land, who have been helped to buy cattle and 
to put homes on selections by this trust, and 
I feel certain that I am voicing the opinion 
of eYery member of the comm1mity when I 
say that Mr. Cunningham, one of the original 
trustees, and the branches of the Returne<l 
Soldiers ' League in Townsville and other 
districts in which the trust operates are to be 
highly congratulated upon wl1at has been 
done. 

I am glad to notice that Mr. Cunningham 
and the other members of the trust had the 
foresight to ask this Government to amend 
the b·ust deed in order that they might help 
those of our soldiers who may be returning 
from the present war. Already a number of 
men who enlisted fron1 the North have 
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"eturned. It is well known that on a popula· 
lion basis the northern districts of Queens· 
hnd have the highest percentage of enlist· 
m•nts in the State. That being so, it is 
ob'ious that a greater number of men will be 
retuning to the northern districts than to 
oth;r parts of the State. I congratulate the 
trUitees, those branches of the Returned 
Sol<liers' League that make recommendations 
to ihem and the Government for what has 
bee11 done in this great work. 

Jl.iJtion (l'.Ir. Walsh) agreed to. 

CmiMITTEE. 

(Nr. Gair, South Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Cl~uses 1 and 2, as read, agreed to. 

Cla1se 3-Extension of objects of the 
Trust-

The SECRETARY l'OR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. E. J. Walsh, Mirani) (2.30 p.m.): I 
might point out that this clause includes a 
definition of ''soldier.'' The term means a 
person who is or was a member of any of the 
naval, military, or air forces of the Common­
wealth. That is a wide definition, and will 
be useful "o the trust in dec.iding the persons 
to whom assistance will be given. I person­
ally raised the question whether a nurse 
eng:Jged in the \V:Jr might be able to derive 
some benefit from the trust. 

l might mention also for the information 
of hon. members that the selection of new 
trustees is provided for in the indenture; 
they are chosen by the remaining trustees. 

Clame 3, as read, agreed to. 

Clauses 4 to 6, both inclusive, and 
preamble, as read, agreed to. 

Bill reported, without amendment. 

BUFFALO FLY CONTROL BILL. 
SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK (Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo 
(2.34 p.m.): I move-

'' That the Bill be now read a second 
tim'e. '' 

In the debate of this Bill yesterday, one or 
two points of more than passing importance 
~Yere raisLd by hon. 1uen1bers of the Oppo­
sition, but the most important or significant 
statement I think was that made by the hon. 
member for \Vest ::\Ioreton. He contended 
that there \Yas no reason to believe that the 
buffalo fiy had not reached the limit of the 
area it was capable of inhabiting. I am 
inclined to think that he made the same state­
ment when we were debating the Buffalo Fly 
Control Bill Ja.st year. 

The point that is vital to the statement 
made is that since the hon. member made his 
statement during the last session of the last 
Parliament, the buffalo fiy has invaded new 
territory. To-day it is within a stone's throw 
of Mungana. 'l'hat being so, the argument 
advanced by the hon. member for West 

Moreton is abundantly disproven by the facts 
of the case. It is true that all scientific 
opinion and all opinion based on a know· 
ledge of the case and on investigation into, 
the habits of the buffalo fiy point to the con­
clusion that so long as you have the condi­
tions necessary for the multiplication of the 
fiy it will persist to multiply. The condi­
tions that are favourable to multiplication 
are as stated by the ex-leader of the Oppo­
sition-namely, a humid atmosphere and 
abundant rainfall. I go so far as to say that 
there are three conditions that make for the 
multiplication of the buffalo fly in any habi­
tat-a moist climate, a high rainfall, cattle 
and the excreta of cattle. 

Given those three major things, you have 
everything necessary for the multiplication 
of the fly. Howewr, it has Lcen .reas?nably 
quiescent in past years because 1t d1d not 
have those favourable conditions. It has 
been held in subjection, or held in abeyance, 
simply Lecause that combination of ~ircum­
stances did not arise, but the closer 1t gets 
to the coast the closer it gets to that desirable 
combination of circumstances. 

Mr. lUacdonald: Are those the limiting 
factors~ 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIClJLTURE 
AND STOCK: The limiting factors ought to 
be well known to the hon. member. The 
limiting factors that existed in the Northern 
Territory where the buffalo fly was origin:Jlly 
discovered permitted its multiplication under 
adverse conditions in comparison, with those it 
needs for maximum multiplication. Now it is 
moving towards the coast, where the eonclition~ 
are infinitely more satisfactory for multiplica­
tion. Hon. members know, or they should 
know, that the buffalo fly multiplies by 
propagation in the excrement of cattle. If 
there are only one or two or three beasts to 
the square mile the multiplication factor is 
limited both because of the want of enough 
hosts and because of the lack of food for the 
sustenance of the fly. However, a territory 
that carries one, two, or three beasts to the 
acre connotes a much more abundant rainfall, 
which also connotes a much more extensive 
multiplication of the buffalo fly, because 
there are more animals to serve as their hosts. 
Under those circumstances it would be futile 
to argue that we should adopt the policy that 
the ex-leader of the Opposition hinted should 
be adopted-that is, one of laissez faire, leave 
things :~lone. In my opinion that would be 
fatal, and if I were to do that I should be 
doing a great disservice to the dairying 
indu.stry of thr State. 

It is irue that no man can sav what are 
the confines of the buffalo fiy. \Ve can only 
observe the com1itions that aTe favourable 
for Us multiplication and mark Australia into 
territories where those conditions preYail, 
but there is Tcall:v no limit to its multipli­
cation excqn, perhaps, in the dead heart of 
the continent. 

The buffalo fiy can become a national 
scourge of major consequence. Has it ever 
occurred to any hon. member that we have 
never felt the full force of its possibilities 7 
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I hope we never shall. Up to the present it 
has been held by our system of control, which 
I frankly admit was initiated by my prede­
cessor in office, the hon. member fo1' Cooroora. 
Now it is making a tremendous bid, under 
favomable weather conditions, to penetrate 
to a much more favomable environment. It 
had in its older environment a limiting factor 
and another limiting factor in the number of 
its hosts, but almost immediately it comes in 
~ont~ct wit~1 the living host that it requires 
It w1ll multiply alarmingly. Because of these 
circumstances we have heard stories of losses 
Hnd :ve have heard grave stories of buffalo-fly 
wornes. I know that stockowners estimate 
that their cattle have lost 20 and 40 lb. 
because of the buffalo fiy. 

\Afe have to remember, too, that the Gulf 
cattle are less sensitive and therefore less 
snsceptible to the gentlo ministration of this 
mamudcr than dairy cattle. When the 
buffalo fiy comes to the coast where \ve have 
a highly sensitised dairy anin~al we shall see 
the fiy in all its malignancy. ' 

_The dairy beast's skin, of course. is much 
tlnnner than the skin of the a>·eraO'e Gulf 
breeil. When it does come to the c"oast if 
i~ does, t_he perpetual wony that will be a~so­
Cl~ted with the stock and fiy in conjunction 
Wlll have a very graYe effect on the dairy 
beast. If th~t were the only thing that 
would happen' 1t would not be so serious but 
the consequences might be much greater 'than 
th~t-_ I should not be willing to nccept the 
opmwn of an hon. member who will say that 
the buffalo fiy has reached its limits. Rather 
would I .ac_ce~t . the w~·y graYe warnings of 
eompetenL mchVlduals m Australia and else­
where who from time to time ha>·e uttered 
grnYe warnings of the pos~ibilitiPs of this 
pest. 

Let me first refer to mv OYm officns. Dur­
ing the past recess I sent "two or three' of my 
officers to the Gulf country to make a survey 
of the inciilcnce of the fiy. Like many other 
hon. me m beTS '"ho ha Ye some sense of their 
responsibility, I was, and mn still, seriously 
alaTmecl at the spread of the fiy. One of 
those officers was Dr. RobeTts, a gentleman 
of intemational reputation who is regarded as 
one of the l)Te-eminent entomologists and 
veterinary pathologists in Australia, and a 
man who has made a material contribution to 
world literature in specified lines. He spent 
some time in the North. Some sections of his 
report were quoted here recently. I think 
his repOTt was of sufficient importance to be 
published in the ''Agricultural J oumal.'' 
If any hon. member can read that report 
without a sense of apprehension then no tTeatise 
of a similar character would raise any appre­
hension in any reasonably-minded hon. mem­
ber. It is a report fraught with the gravest 
consequences if its warning is not heeded. 

Then let us turn to the professor in Yeter­
inary science at the University, Professor 
Seddon. At my request he has completed a 
report on the fiy. It has been one of his most 
important worries during the last 12 months. 
He is quite adamant in the opinion that any 
action that can be taken should be taken and 
must be taken in view of the menace that is 

represented by the intrusion of this very sma,l 
but yery destructive little inseet. 

Let us turn now to the Council for ScienJific 
and Industrial Research. It may be 'clained 
that I have been quoting the opiniom of 
my own officers. Let me then discharge that 
burden from my conscience, if it is a bmden, 
and let us see what the Commonwealth oficers 
had to say about it. Sir David Rivett, Deputy 
Cnairman and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Council, frankly confessed to me last year 
that all their attempts at biological control 
had failed, but the general consemus of 
opinion among the Council for Scienti£~ and 
Industrial Research workers-and we wiJ con­
cede that they are the most highly trained 
body of men engaged in scientific research of 
this kind in Australia-is that some very 
effective action should be taken to preYent 
the spread of the buffalo fiy. 

One would be blind indeed to one's dutie'l 
and derelict to one's responsibilities ii one did 
not heed this warning. I heard Jne hon. 
member yesterday discuss the buffalc fly with­
out any knowledge whateveT of it. I heard 
another hon. member suggest th~t he was 
g-oing to put plants on a station tc' control it. 
I belim·e that there aTe pro ha bly only two 
men in this House who Would know a buffalo 
fly if they saw it, although I am open to 
correction on that point. I believe that the 
ex-SecTetary fDT Agric:ulture and Stock, the 
hon. member for Cooroora, who made a trip 
to the Gulf country and came back 'and 
repoTted to his GoYcrnment that there was an 
absolute need for immediate action, and I, 
are perhaps the only tw·o hon. members who 
have seen the buffalo fiy. 

li'Ir. J ones: I have seen it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: I beg the hon. member's 
pan1on. Only those who have seen it haYe an 
OlJPOTtunity of assessing the damage the 
buffalo fiy can do. 

JUr. 1\'Iaher: The hon. member for Cook 
has seen it. It is in his electorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: The hon. member said it 
was not; he said the fly was not making east. 
When I informed this House that it had been 
necessary to put in two additional plants, 
making three clearance spray plants, the 
hou. member interjected and said, ''A waste 
of tim"; a waste of money.'' 

}lr. l'tlaher: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: The hon. member confirms 
his inteTjection. In effect he says that these 
spray plants are a waste of time or a waste 
of money. I cannot understand the mentality 
of a man who makes a comment of that 
nature. I am not willing to accept the 
unguided opinion of the hon. member as 
against the ascertained, tested, and scientific 
opinion of men who have dedicated their lives 
to these problems. 

Mr. Maher: If there is not any 
justification. 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: If the hon. member says 
that we should not be doing this thing, then 
we should not be doing it in countless other 
directions. 

Mr. ll'Iaher: You would have to clip his 
wings. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: The hon. member chooses 
to be facetious but it seems to me I am 
compelled to ac~ept the opinion of those men 
vvho are competent to express an opinion about 
these things. I am afraid I cannot put the 
case in that class. 

ll'Ir. Clayton: Why not clean up the tick 
before you deal with the buffalo fly" 

'!'he SECRETARY l<'OR AGRICULTURE 
ANH STOCK: The hon. member talks about 
cleaning up the tick. That is another ques­
tion. 1Iueh effort has been spent in the clean­
ing up of the tick both here and in New Sonth 
Wales, and the hon. member knmvs that. 
There 'vould probably be wry little tick 
problem in this State if the people had faced 
up to this problem when tlw tick first appeared 
in Northern Queensland. It has actually been 
said that we allmwd tllC tick to develop in 
the waY it has before we sat up and took 
notice of the possibilitieq of this marauder. 

Jl!l'. JliuHer: You cannot stop the spread 
of the tick. 

'i'lt!' SECRETARY l<'OR AGRICULTURE 
AXD STOCI{: I am afraid the hon. member 
has a wry poor lmowlcdge of the spread of 
the tick if he makes that statement. There 
is a fairly large l1ody of nninfonned opinion 
that rpparently thinks the tiek has reached 
the limit of its habitable area in Queenslm1d 
and New South \V nleP_ 

llfr. )fuller: That is pretty right. too. 

Tl1e SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
ANn STOCK: I do not hold that view at 
all. I hFe occasionally to deal with isolated 
outbrenks of tick. 'rhere is an isolated out­
break at the present tinw and we have been 
to all sorts of pains during several months 
past to stamp out that outbreak. I remember 
an outbreak of tick in an area some years 
ago, and people like the hon. member said 
that the tick would not survive there. The 
tick is surviving there--

JUr. Sparkes: For a few months. 

TJ1e SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: I am glad the hon. member 
says that because it took three years to 
eliminate the tick from that area. If the tick 
can survive for three years he can Pnrvive 
for 30 years or 300 years, as the ease may be. 
Control measures in relation to the tick have 
preserved a vast area of our State from the 
spread of the tick. 

There is no doubt that some hon. members 
opposite take certain small areas where 
there appears to be some physical or patho­
logical prohibition against the tick and 
endeavour to apply that to the whole of the 
State. If the tick had reached the limit 
of its possibilities, then all tick control would 

be futile, but there is not an authority in 
the woTld that lmo,Ys anything about the 
tick 'Yho will admit the truth of the argu­
ment that the tick has reached the limit. 

ll'Ir. Sparkes: How much did New South 
-wales ~pcnd to keep the tick out of that 
State~ 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURl; 
AND STOCK: I am unable to say. I am 
not in any way l'esponsible. 

ll'Ir. Sparkes: You know that it was a 
large sum. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: I k>1ow that the New South 
vV ales-Commom, ~alth Tick Bo~:ncl claims to 
have cleared up a fairly large area that 'Yas 
tick-infested. I hope it has. There is some 
agreement in operation that provides when 
it has cleaned up the tick in New South 
Wake. the organisation moves to Queensland 
and clears up the tick here. I am not ve1·y 
or1timistic about that. However, ti1is argu­
mcn t does not concNn the tick but the 
buffalo fly. 

Mr. Nickfin: Do you think the buffalo 
fly could live in the southern part of the 
State? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: I will quote several 
examples to show that it can, hut I might 
answer the que~t.ion at once with a most 
emphatic ''Yes.'' I refer the hon. gcntle­
m:tn to the Natol coast in South Africa. 
'l'he huffalo fly tl!Tives there in a climate 
not materially different from that of our 
enotem seaboard and with a rainfall of 30 
inches. Another proof is that the -western 
Australian Department of Agriculture bred 
out several generations of buffalo fly under 
natnral cm1ditions at Perth. 

JUr. ~Iaher: Laboratory conditions. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: Not under laboratory condi­
tions. I said that they 'Yere bred out under 
natural conditions. If the hon. member sug­
gests they were bred under artificial heat 
and all that sort of thing I will entirely 
disabuse his mind of that. They were bred 
out under natural conditions in Perth. The 
Department there bred out six generations 
and then became apprehensive of the possi­
bilities of the liberation and spread and 
extinguished it. 

The buffalo fly has been located in Central 
China. It is the same species of buffalo 
fly, Lyperosia exigua, that is here. Surely 
to goodness, Central China, "-ith its cold 
winter and Western Aush·alia, with the 
climatic variations some>'·hat similar to those 
here, represent a very wide range of climate. 
The work that has been done in Mexico, 
Texas, and some of the other Southern States 
of the United States indicates that it is 
not a question of acclimatisation bnt a ques­
tion of limitation. If the fiy happens to 
find it is in an area that is not favourable 
to it, sooner or later it will go, probably to 
an area that is favourable to it, and then 
multiplication takes place at an incredible 
rate. 
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The point has been made from time to 
time and will be probably made in this 
debate that the work the Bill contemplates 
should be a charge on the Crown. 

lUr. Macdonald: Hear, hear! 

Tl1e SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: Of course, hon. members 
opposite say, ''Hear, hear!'' I cannot 
understand an attitude that suggests that 
one should not facB up to all responsibilities. 
\Vhy should this be a charge on the Crown~ 

~f:r. Ma.cduiia.iU: Because it is a national 
matter. 

The SECR,ETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: The hon. member says it is 
a national matter. Let us multiply his asser­
tion an<l say it is a national matter. 

ll'Ir. ll'Iacdonald: Have you approached 
the Commonwealth~ 

Tl1e SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: As members of the Aus­
h"lian Agricultural Council, \Ye have carried 
resolutions until we are black in the face. 
W o have approached the Commonwealth Gov· 
ernrnent from time to time and pointed out 
their responsibility in this matter, but so far 
nothing has been done. 

ll'Ir. lUuUer: Perhaps they are acting on 
the advice of the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research and do not think it is 
worth \rhile. 

Tlle SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: Car, the hon. member pro­
duce any eYidence that the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research has ever 
expressed that opinion' 

lUr. ~IuHer: No. 

The SECRE'!'ARY l<'OR AGRICULTURE 
AND S'!'O()K: Then why does the hon. 
member mal'e that statement? Let me tell 
him that the Council for Scientific and Indus­
trial Research looks upon this as an extremely 
grave problem for Australia. 

JUr. ll'IuHer: It is remarkable that the 
Commonwealth Government are not willing 
to act on that OJ)inion. 

The SECRETARY :FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: Is it? In my opinion it 
would Le remarkable if the ex-Commonwealth 
Govemment were ever wil1ing to make any 
contribution of any character to any problem 
in quccn.Jand, and the hon. memlJer knO\YS 
that. So far as contributions to research 
in Queensland are concerned, the Common­
wealth Go•;ernment-which, no doubt, the 
hon. member helped to create-have given 
this State the most niggardly treatment and 
most meagre help. Queensland has made 
material contributions to such \York, but she 
has l1ad to do these things at her O>m 
expense. 

JUr. Barnes: I have changed the Federal 
GoYcmment for you. Y on should be able 
to get it no\Y. 

The SECRETAR.Y }'OR AGR.ICULTURE 
AND STOCK: I am pleased if the hon. 
member did succeed in doing that. 

It is not only my complaint but that of 
the graziers, the people who are associated 
with research work, and agriculturists in 
general, that tl1e Council for Seientific and 
Industrial ReseaTCh has pursued a policy of 
centralisation. 'l'he hon. member for Passi­
fern was associated with some plant investi­
gation, l understand, and some proposal for 
the establishment of a laboratory and 
rrse~rch orgnnisation in Queensland for 
pasture improwment. The Commonwealth 
UoYcrnmcnt turned that proposal down. 

)Ir. lUassey: That is all dealing with the 
r;ast. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCJ{: Can the hon. member tell 
me of any undertaking of an agricultural 
character of any importance with >Yhich the 
Council for Scientific and Inrlustrial Research 
is associated in Queensland? He cannot, 
because, beyond a few small grass plots at 
Gatton, \Yhich are ill-plannecl, no Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research work 
is being undertaken in agriculture in this 
State. 

::ur. Edwards: Why do you want to make 
a party political question of this~ 

The SECRETAR.Y FOR AGRICULTURE 
ANn STOCK: Let me point out to the hon. 
member that these things far transcend 
party politics. 

Mr. Edwards: I agree with you. 

The SECR.ETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: I know of half-a-dozen prob­
lems of outstanding national importance in 
Queensland with which the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research, a national 
organisation, should be associated. No 
matter on which side of the House I may 
be sitting, I will say that. Of course, the 
blame does not rie at the door of the Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research; it 
lies with the Government YYho find the finance 
for this \1-ork. I do not want to create any 
false impression; Sir David Rivett, who, in 
my opinion, is one of tl1e finest research 
\\'Orkers that Australia has ever produced, a 
Yery distinguished son of Australia, and Dr. 
Richardson, a man who is held in great 
esteem in the world of agriculture, a man 
who is probably one of the greatest soils 
authorities in the world--

lUr. Edwards: Tell us what he says about 
buffalo fly. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: I have said already_ that the 
chief responsible officers of the Entomolo­
gical Division of the Council for Seientific 
and Industrial Research look upon the buffalo 
fly as one of the gravest menac0 s eYer found 
in A nstralia. Can I say anr more than 
thaH 

I was about to say ti1at the claim has 
been made that the \York of controlling the 
bnffalo fly should be a charge on the State. 
lt has been a charge on the State since 1923, 
a period of 18 years. 

1Ur. ll'Iuller: Why alter it? 



Buffalo Fly Control Bill. [15 OCTOBER.] Buffalo Fly Control Bill. 755 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCii:: Why should it not be 
altered? Does the hon. member subscribe to 
the doctrine that the public should be levied 
upon to protect the private individual and 
the private undertaking, or does he subscribe 
to the better and the only doctrine, that the 
people concerned have some responsibility 
for the protection of their assets f They 
would be protecting themselves, because they 
would be protecting their earning capacity, as 
the hon. member knows. 

In any case, faT the edification of hon. 
mernbcrs of this House, might I inform them 
that the State has contributed £419,640, by 
way of deficits and corrtribntions, to the 
Stock Diseases Fund up to June of this year. 
The fund to be established-and it wiil be 
established-will start off with a material 
deficit, which I have no doubt will be ulti­
mately written off. It is futile to suggest 
that the revenue from this Bill that I am 
b1H~geting for is all that will be required to 
do the ;job. It will not be, because over the 
past years our cxpenditme has been a great 
deal more tlan that, and as control difficul­
ties will become greater o"ing to the need 
for patrolling wider areas, it obviously will 
be an increased amount each year. 

JUr. ::uacdonald: The thin edge of the 
wedge? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: If the hon. member had 
tahn the trouble to read the Bill, he would 
haYe seen that there is a svecific limitation 
of the levy that may be imvosed under this 
Bill. 

)Ir, ltfacdonald: The poor old cocky! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
A~n STOCK: There is no possibility that 
any sum in excess of the sum reC]uirec1 will be 
raised. The CTOwn will make some contribu­
tion, as the Crown has done in the vast, but 
it is ob-l'iously necessaTy that the people whose 
inteTests aTC' being 1JTOtected should make 
sonl'e contrilmt:on towaTds that vrotection. 

I heard hon. members opposite yesterday 
talking about the colossal snms filched from 
the pockets of the umrilling dairy farmeT. I 
do not belie\'e that the daiTv farmeT is 
unwilling to make a contribution towards his 
protection. The amount involved is ld. in 
every £5 receiyed on the sale of cattle. ~What 
has amused me is that hon. membeTs hrrYc 110 
sympathy for the men vrotecting the daiTy­
ing industry from· the inYasion of the buffalo 
fly. Thev have no sympathy for those men 
w~fm~ey~~h~b~~~g~a 
fight undeT aclYeTse ciTcumstances. No men­
tion has been made of the men engaged in 
the beef-cattle industry, who will probably 
make a bigger contTibution to this fund than 
those engaged in the dairying industry, but 
the men engaged in the dairying industry 
will pTobably get the gTeater benefit from 
this protection. I dislike the attitude that 
says that these men are 1,000 miles away in 
the Gulf country, and asks, if they have borne 
the burden for so long, why not let them 
continue to bear iU That is the attitude of 

hon. members opposite, and it is to be 
deplored. 

It has been sail! by hon. members oppo­
site that this matter is a national problem. 
It is to be remembered, howeveT, that I 
have no power to invade the State of New 
South ~Wales, physically or metaphorically, 
and require that State to make contributions. 
K OT have I the power to make the Common­
wen 1th make eontributions. It cannot be 
argued that, in Yiew of the seriousness of 
the problem-and it is a seTious problem, 
and it cannot be mitigated without control­
I should sit still and do nothing, feaTful that 
I might incur the CTiticism of hon. members 
opposite, and let this fly become the major 
menace it promises to become. Such an atti­
tude would be co>vardly, hard, and >VTong. 
~What is the gravamen of the charge by lron. 
members opposite9 That it should be a 
charge on the Crown~ All right. If it is 
to be a charge on the CTOwn, then every 
activity of the Department of Agriculture 
and Stock should be a charge on the Crown. 

lUr. Harnes: So it should; it is a national 
matteT. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: Financed by national credit? 
(Lrrughter.) 

JUr. Barnes: We agree. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
A:Nn STOCK: There is a limit to the capa­
city of Crown funds. No doubt before this 
session is over hon. nl'embcrs opposite will be 
raising· the question of taxation on rrn A ppro­
priation Bill or some other measure. I have 
heard hon. members opposite raise the ques­
tion of taxation both inside the House and 
out of it. Has it occurred to them that every 
additional charge incurred by the Crown 
means an increase in taxation? 

iiir, :!!Iassey: This is not an additional 
charge. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
ANn STOCK: Why? 

J1Ir. l\Iassey: Because you have been pay­
ing it for years. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: The hon. member suggests 
that because >ve have been paying it for 
years >Ye should g·o on paying it, but I resist 
that suggestion because I believe that the 
time comes when the people should carry 
some share of their own responsibilities. I 
lwYc al\\~ays endeavourPd to mould the policy 
of my Llepartmer1t so that the people who got 
a benefit would also make a contribution 
towards the benefits that they obtained. I can 
see no justification for taxing the working 
man faT the purpose of preventing the buffalo 
fly from coming down from the Gulf country. 

:air. Barnes: Neither can I. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: I can see no justification 
for asking interests in no way allied with the 
dairying and beef-cattle industries to make a 
contribution towards the protection, preserva­
tion, and health of those industries. It is 
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obvious that each industry should carry some 
part of its own burden, and if hon. members 
opposite try to controvert that idea, then all 
I say is that they have not a proper sense of 
the principles of responsibility in GoYern­
ment finance and the attitude that should be 
adopted to the public purse. Hon. members 
opposite always want to raif1 the public pnrse 
in order to achieve their end. I have heard 
them ad\ocate that time after time in this 
House-'' Make it a charge on consolidaterl 
reYenue.'' Make the basic-wage earner con­
tribute something towards the protcdion of 
some im1ustry. Hon. members opposite haYe 
raised that question tin1e after time. Is it 
not about time that they looked this question 
squarely in the eye, realised their responsibi­
lities in regard to it, and agreed, as they mnst 
in their own hearts, that industry should 
make a contribution to its own wellbeing. 

Mr. li'Iuller: Why do you not try it all 
round~ 

Tlle SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
XXn STOCK: We do. The hon. member 
makes all kinds of statements and when he is 
challenged he weakly retorts, "You 're 
another.'' That does not solve any problem 
at all. There must be distinct cleavage 
between Cro\' 11 responsibilities and indus­
trial responsibilities, wl1ether in the secon­
dary field or the primary field. I do not know 
whether the hon. member yet knows that he 
has been returned unopposed for another 
term of office on the Butter Board. 

JUr. :ualler: Congratulations! 

Tlw SECRETARY :FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCJ{: I extend my congratulations 
to the hon. member. It is true that on the 
Butter Bonrrl the hon. member has observed 
the principle that inilustry should boar a 
share of its responsibilitv. That has been 
well rec'ognised, well defined, and well prac­
tised. Will the hon. m·ember deny that~ The 
principle that he applies to one phnse of 
im1ustry he denies to another phase of 
industry. There must be some consistency in 
these questions. 

I am sony that hon. members have taken 
a parochial view of this national question. I 
say in all sincerity that my opinion, my 
reading, my knowledge, and my observation 
all lead me to believe that there is a national 
responsibility and the duty reposes on my 
shoulders, as head of the agricultural services 
of this State, to face up to that responsibility. 
I propose to face up to that responsibility. 
I propose to offer some relief to the peoplro 
who have held the fort in the Gulf country. 
I propose to spread this burden over those 
people who should carry it. 

In conclusion, just let me put these people 
in the Gulf country in the witness-box. Hon. 
members opposite say that the buffalo fiy is 
not a menace, it does not matter because it 
is a thousand miles away, and because it 
does not wony us, we, therefore, should not 
worry about it. 

:iiir. Yeates: I never said that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: I will omit the hon. member 

from that charge. That is the general tenor 
of the debate of many hon. members opposite. 
I remind those hon. members that at a meet­
ing of cattle-growers in the infected area 
held in a little Gulf town this attitude was 
taken: they want the buffalo fiy controlled, 
but they do not want the cost of that control 
thrown entirely on their shoulders. 

::\Ir. 1liacdonald: Why was the Bill not 
proceeded with last year? 

'l'1w SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
A21'n STOCK: The hon. member knows 
why last year's Bill was withdra>vn. 

The people in the Gulf country suggest 
that the cost of control shoul<1 be a charge 
on the stockowners of the State. I agree, to 
a degree, that these Gulf people should have 
the iT burden lightened; in fact, I am of 
opinion that their burden should be lightened. 
I >Yill tell the hon. member for Stanley why 
it was withdrawn last year. 

There was a drought prevailing and the 
probabilities are that the capacity of cattle· 
owners to pay was very gravely lowered. If 
hon. members opposite do not want sympathy 
and practical help extended to the dairying 
and beef-cattle industry, let them say so. The 
only revson why this Bill was withdrawn last 
year-

lUr. 1liacdonald: Was because an election 
'~"as pending. 

TlJe SECRETARY J<,OR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK: Was because it might have 
imposed some hardship on the people who may 
have had to contribute. If the hon. member 
thinks that was nothing, and I thought that 
was nothing, let him disabuse his mind in that 
respect. I regret that he should sink into a 
quagmire of that character. 

1lir. 1lUHER (West Moreton) (3.30 p.m.): 
Despite the eloquent pleadings of the Minister, 
I am not one of those who are going to fall 
for his blandishments. The Bill is obviously 
one designed to raise taxation. There is 
nothing in the Bill that sets up the method 
of control or eradication of the fiy. The 
Minister did not in any way meet the argu­
ments I submitted on the initiatory stage. He 
has his point of view and I have mine. I 
quoted a letter from a practical grazier who 
does not live in the area where the fiy 
flourishes, but whose station property is 
continuously linked up with properties in the 
affect0d area. He made a statement-and he 
has no axe to grind-in which he advocated 
the discontinuance of spraying as it was a 
waste of time and money. Mr. Nicholson has 
been in the habit of buying store cattle in the 
Gulf country, and he has found that as the 
cattle reach the higher altitudes the fiy leave 
them altogether. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
He probably brought cattle away from non­
affected country. 

Ur. iUAHER: No. He clearly stated that 
the cattle >Yere hea\ily infested with fiy and 
!te gave the name of the station where he 
bought them. 
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'l'l!e Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
He could not get cattle out of lmffalo-fly 
country without spraying. 

Jir. MAHER: This was in 1928. I do 
not know whether the C\Iinister had his spray­
ing arrangement set out so effecti\'ely then. 
I do not think the hon. gentleman wns Secre­
tary for Agriculture and Stock at that time; 
I am not sure that it >Yns not the Premier 
who occupied the office then. 

There is a practical cattleman who says 
that there is much loose talk about the buffalo 
fly and the allegell danger to cattle in other 
parts of the State. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
His statement is an opinion; my statements 
are facts. 

)Ir. ::iiAHER: His opinion is based on 
practical experience. Ile lives amongst the 
cattle and he says, ''Here is a continuous 
link of cattle stations from my property to 
the Gulf, and if the fly could successfully 
penetrate the climatic barriers then there is 
nothing to prevent it from going from beast 
to beast and station to station and linking 
up from Burkctown to the Ingham district.'' 
'l'hose are things that one cannot lightly set 
aside. Mr. Atkinson kno>vs the poc,iiion and 
he is willing to buy infecteu cattle in the 
Gulf country and take them uo>vn to his own 
connb·y anu take the chance of infesting herds 
at home. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
To test the sincerity of your statement, will 
you let me relense buffalo fly on your land. 

:ilir. il'IAHER: I am not going to tempt 
Providence; I do not think that is a fair pro­
posal. I am afraid the :Hinister is crying 
'' \Volf'' when the 'volf is not the1·e. He 
desires to get the £G,OOO in taxation allll fear 
is one of the most polent weapons to make 
taxpayers pay a tax without mm·muring; 
therefore, the ::\Iinister instils fear into their 
minds >vhcn the cyidcnce seems to suggest that 
this fly cnnnot survive in these southerly 
latitudes. 

:ilfr. Collins: What was the opinion of 
the ex-).Iinister? 

)Jr. JUAHER: The ex-Secretary for Agri­
culture and Stock, my esteemed colleague, the 
hon. member for Cooroma, went up to the 
Gulf country and he was certainly impressed 
with the danger to the cattle in that area. 
He regarded the buffalo fly in the Gulf 
country as a scourge and on his return he 
made a recommendation for the expenditure of 
a substantial sum in order to prevent the 
possible visitation of the fly to Southern 
Queensland. The ex-:\rinister stated here the 
other clay that at that time he thought it 
would be only a short time before the lmffalo 
fly would be here if steps were not taken to 
prevent its spread. That was 10 ye'lrs ago. 
'l'he cx-::\finister frankly saiu that >vhen he 
visited the Gulf area 'in 1929 or 1930 he 
thought the fly would be here soon after. The 
Premier was Secretary for Agricultme and 
Stock at one time, and he had to deal with 
the same problems; no doubt, he feared as a 
Tesult of information placed before him by 

his officers that it >vould not be long before 
the buffalo fly would be amongst the herds 
in the South. Yet time has gone by and the 
fly is still in the Gulf area, where it has been. 
for J 00 years. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock~ 
How do you explain its consistent spread year 
by year toward~ the eastern seaboard I 

~Ir. lUAHER: There, again, it brings us 
back to the unassailable fact that the fly 
is an insect with wings, and despite all spray­
ing of railway trains and infected cattle 
can unfold its wings and depart to other 
regions. There is a waste of time and money 
in trying to control by spraying an insect 
that can fly. One secs the lJeight of the 
absurdity when one looks at it in that light 
-trying to control a flying insect by spray­
ing. The Minister must take into account 
that irrespective of the flies killed by spray­
ing operations, there remain millions of flies 
not controlled at all, ·which can fly to another 
region not so very far away in which the 
humid conditions enable them to live. For 
all I know, the buffalo fly may thrive on 
spraying. 

I remember. Mr. Speaker, that some years 
ago :m old friend of mine in the Yclarbon 
district was concerned about the rabbit infes­
tation of his property. He was persuaded to 
buy, nt a cost of £100, some sOTt of plant 
that was on display at the Sydney show. It 
was some sort of cyanide-gas plant. The 
cyanide was l)umpcd into tllP rabbit wmTen. 
He tolu me after using the plant for about 
six months he thought the rabbits >vere getting 
fat on the cyanide. I do not know whether 
the buffalo fly in the Gulf will not thrive on 
the spray. But seriously there is a factor to 
he considered here. The Minister asks, ''How 
do you account for the eastern progress of 
the fly?'' He has not in<licated how far this 
easte;·J;· movement has proceeded, but it is 
possible that tlw flv might fly so far easterly 
m the season of the yrar helpful to him. 

The Secretary for AgTiculture and Stock: 
Does the report of Dr. Roberts, part of which 
you rend yesterday, suggest thrrt the fly :is 
mainly distributed by flying~ 

lUr. ~IAHER: No. It was an interesting 
report, but we cannot escape from the fact 
that the main progress is made by flying. 
There are cattle all along the route" and the 
insect could traYel with the cattle and f!v 
from beast to beast and malw progTE'·,s iii 
that war, but the importan1 point is that the 
only proQTcss that the fly cnn make is as far 
ns the nahnal bnniers of climate, humidity, 
temperatnre, and excessive rainfall will permit 
it to flv. The limitation is as hard and 
fast as the ln>YS of the C\fedrs and Persians, 
which history records ,,-ere unalterable. These 
nntunll bnniers to the fly are unalterable. 
They have stood like a rock for 116· years­
since the fly iiTSt came to the northen1 shores. 
of Australia. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:' 
Where are the limits of these natmal baniers '?' 

ltir. ~L'i.IIER: There is a line-it must 
be known to the Minister's officers-that 
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varies according to the ebb and flow of the 
seasons. As the humidity and the heavy rain­
falls of the momoonal conditions progre~s 
east, west, or soutll, to that extent the fly 
can go, but as the monsoonal seasons retreat, 
so the fly retreais to its natural habitat and 
enYironment in which it thrives. If the 
buffalo fly was the danger to our southern 
herds that the Minister would have us believe, 
there would have been a movement of the fly 
to the south long ago-\\·ith the great move­
ment of stock from the N mthern Territory 
and the Gulf country dO\Yn through the back 
country of Queensland and New South \Vales 
to the South-and the herds of Southern 
Queensland would have been infested long 
ago. In fact, the herds of the Commonwealth 
would have been infester1. 

The Minister states that this fly is also a 
source of trouble in South Africa. According 
to Dr. Roberts 's statement, it is a different 
t;vpe of fly there. In his interesting m·ticlc 
on the buffalo fly, contained in the ''Queens­
land Agricultural .Journal" of 1 .July last, 
Dr. Robcrts says:-

'' Closely allied species occur in America 
(Lyperosia irritans) and in South Africa 
(Lyperosia minuta), where they are known 
as hom flies from their habit of resting on 
the horns of cattle.'' 

I do not know the ilifferenccs between the 
irritans, the minuta, and exigua, but it is 
clearly a different species that we have here. 
The exigua might live in Katal, but the 
Natal fiy is not the same fly with which we 
are dealing in Queensland. 

I had occasion to ask the ~Iinister the 
other day about the spur-throated locust at 
:1\luckadilla. I asked him if it was the species 
known as the ilroadecl spur-throated locust of 
Africa. The Minister said that it was not, 
that it was a spur-throated locust but not the 
African species. The African locust is a 
deYastating insect, as•its name-dreaded spur­
throated locust-indicates, but according to 
the Minister the Anstralian locust is oi the 
spur-throated variety but not the dreaded 
species. Apparently there is a difference in 
the effects that the buffalo flv has on stock. 
The type that may liYe and thrive in Natal 
might not thrive so well in Queensland. \Ye 
are dealing with the fiy that we know, the 
buffalo fiy, and comparison with Africa, there­
fore, will not help our case. 

'l'hen we have the expert opinion of Pro· 
fessor E•. Handschin, who inve?,tlgated this 
matter in .Java and Northern Australia, and 
in a nport published by him in August, 1932, 
says-

'' The results of the work so far done 
indicate that temperature controls the 
spread of the fly and humidity its local 
abundance. High humidity alone does not 
provide a condition in which the fly may 
live.'' 

Therefore, in areas of the State, or of Aus­
tralia, with low humidity, and in the low 
temperature areas, this fly has no chance at 
all. 

'l'he Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
'rhe professor qualifies that by saying, ''So 
far.'' 

~Ir. lliAHER: He says-

' 
1 On the other hand, the fly will not 

flourish, eYen with a suitable temperat1ue, 
\Yithout sufficient humidity. So in Northern 
Australia, in the clry season, Lyperosia is 
cOil fined to moid and damp sii nations ronnel 
lagoons and swamps.'' 

Then he goes on to say-

'' Prom the data which ha\·e been amassed 
on humiclity and tempera tun, we can say 
of the possible clistribntion of Lyperosia, 
that the southern portion of \Vestern Aus­
tralia is out of danger since it experiences 
long periods ~with low temperatures during 
the winter months. So also, New South 
IV ales and Southern Queensland are pro­
bably excluded.'' 

There is an expert opinion that supports the 
case I am making. 

Whilst I said in reply to the Minister that 
it is a \Vaste of time and money to establish 
spraying plants, I do not want that statement 
to be taken too literally. I clo not object to 
the taking of any reasona blc steps to control 
the f'pread oi the ily ns far as possible. I 
admit that the Minister haB a responsibility 
to ilo that, and to the extent that he is 
honestly cnc1eaYoming to discharge that 
responsibility he has my' good will and support. 
\Vhcn it comes b the me:ms of raising the 
money for this pm·pose, however, 1 find myself 
in disagreement with him. T do not agree 
with the method by ~which it is proposed to 
raic,e the se funds. 

The Minister is imposing a tax amounting 
to 1d. for evcq £5 realised and calls 
upon the cattle-owner or vendor of cattle to 
give a receipt to the purchaser for the amount 
involved in the sale. Thereafter the vendor 
must affix a cattle duty stamp to the receipt. 
You sec, Mr. Speaker, that this is a very 
awkward thing for the cattle-owner to do. It 
is not always easy for cattlemen situated in 
remote parts of Queensland to have supplies 
of these stamps on hand. I say that it is an 
inconvenience and the system is an irritating 
one, because not only must the receipt bear 
the cattle duty stamp, but also the duty stamp 
provided for under the Stamp Duties Act. 
Apparenty, two sets of stamps have to be put 
on each receipt relating to the sale of cattle. 
When one considers the hundred and one 
obligations on stockowners in thec;e days, such 
as the returns they have to furnish and the 
stamps they have to buy, one sees that the 
business becomes complicated. The stock­
owner has to make out his stock returns and 
pay taxes on the stock he holds; he has to 
make up his pay-roll tax, deal with unemploy­
ment insurance returns, keep wages books, 
keep ordinary duty stamps, and keep in store 
a supply of cattle duty stamps. I say that 
the system that the Minister is employing to 
raise the money for the purpose of easing the 
burden on the cattle-owners in the Gulf 
country is one of the main objections the 
Opposition have to the Bill. We object to 
the principle of the stamp and contend that 
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if a tax is to be raised the amount should be 
incorporated in the diseases in stock tax so 
that one tax would apply instead of a 
number. 

Another important aspect of the matter is 
that if there is any basis for the Minister's 
argument about keeping infestation in the 
Gulf country or confining its openltions to 
that area, a community service is being 
rendered. I have noticed in this House the 
Government's inclination to discriminate 
between sections of the people. If it comes 
to the establishment of an Industrial Court 
for the benefit of workers in industry no 
special tax is placed upon trade unionists 
and associated wOTkers in industry to proviclo 
the money to maintain the court, and there is 
no tax levied upon employers who have access 
to the court. The cost of the court is a charge 
on the revenue of the State, beca'use a 
community service, the Premier would argue. 
is being rendered. All these things consti tu t~ 
a community service and are financed from 
consolidated revenue, but ·when it comes to a 
me8sure relating to a primary industry the 
Government seem to have adopted the 
principle of discrimination, and compel those 
engaged in rural industries to pay a special 
tax in addition to the manifold taxes they 
pay to the Commonwealth, the State and 
semi-governmental authorities to-clay. 'Here 
an amount of only £6,000 is involved and it 
would not be worth arguing about if it were 
being raised from the right source. 'The 
Stock Diseases Fund has been fairly buoyant 
and I quoted figures the other day to show 
that for 1939-40 £46,000 was available to 
the Minister. :D'or the following year the fund 
was more buoyant still. A sum of £51 000 
was available to him from that fund in that 
year. If he is determined to collect the money 
there are two fields available, the first-if he 
regards this work in the Gulf as a community 
serYicc-to draw on consolidated reYenue and 
the second to incorporate this tax in' the 
stock-c1iscases lodes and thus have one tax to 
deal with the control and eradication of 
diseases in stock. Then all would come under 
one appropriate head. There is the proper 
line of action. 

I submit that his proposal will amount to 
a very irritating imposition on the ea ttle­
owners of the State who will have to meet 
these payments by the use of stamps. There 
are many stamps in use now. When I go out to 
my own property and go through the books 
and see all the different types of stamps that 
I use they are highly confusing and the stock­
owner will ha;-e to be a kind of bookkeeper 
or keep a man entirely for the purpose if he 
operates in any important way to deal with all 
the different returns and stamps. Therefore 
I feel that in all the circumstances I should 
say that I have no real objection to the 
Minister's carrying out the work if he feels 
that he is achieving some useful result but I am 
not going to let my opposition' to the 
Minister's idea, as advised by his officers, to 
extend so as to prevent his checking the 
spread of the buffalo fly. 

No doubt the spraying has done some good. 
With spraying so many flies are destroyed 

and naturally fewer are left to breed but 
apparently, with the buffalo fly, as with any 
other fly, there are millions left and therein 
lies the Minister's problem. For the sake of 
the £5,000 or £6,000 that is involved in the 
Bill I am not mising my objection to the 
extent of actually opposing the Minister's 
efforts. I merely hold the honest belief that 
the fly cannot be controlled by the methods 
he proposes. It has been controlled for over 
100 years by climatic barriers. That is the 
line of demarcation between my thoughts and 
those of the hon. gentleman. However I wish 
him success in his efforts. I suppdse that 
nothing the Opposition can do can prevent the 
passage of the Bill and so the cattle-owners 
\vill simply have to grit their teeth anc1 take 
it. It will be very unpopular amongst the 
cattle-owners of the State. I do not think it 
is fair to single them out in this way. If 
what the Minister says is right and he succeeds 
in checking the spread of the buffalo fly 
then he will have clone a service to the whole 
community and to Queensland. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
Would you not admit that if there had been 
no spraying of the buffalo fly at Kajabbi it 
would ha;-e come in contact with cattle further 
south~ 

1Ur, lUAJ:IER: How long has the spray 
been operatmg ~ 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
Many years. 

JUr. l'\IAHER: Was it operating during 
the term of office of the preYious Secretary 
of Agriculture and Stock~ 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
Yes. 

)[r •. ::ifAHER: Did he not inaugurate it, 
an cl c1H1 he not find the money for it? 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock· 
I llc lieve he did. • 

)f:r. ~IAHJ~R: That only goes back for 
10 or. 11 years. What happened before the 
adoptiOn of the spmying system a't Kajabbi 1 
There was a raihvay system there. Cattle 
wer~ railed away and driven away. Mr. 
A~kmson says that he took 1,000 head infested 
w1th the fly off a station at Burketown but 
the old drovers and the old cattlemen of the 
North say that when they reach certain la ti­
t ucles \Ye re there is a change of climate the 
fly leaves the cattle. They simply leave the 
~attle. Tl~ey were able to proceed on their 
JOUrney w1thout any further infestation of 
th.e cnttle. The. fly found the change of 
cl1ma te uncongemal, n'ncl in consequence left 
the cattle. That is the position. That has 
gone on for 50 years, e\·cn .before the hon. 
member for Cooroora authorised the establish· 
ment of the SJ?r:;tying outfit at K :cj:::~l:;. 
'I hereforo, the :\I nuster 's question to me loses 
WBig~t. What happened during the 50 years 
p~·e:'lOU~, to the establishment of spraying at 
h.aJabbi ¥ There was a movement of cattle 
from the _fly-infested area, before there was 
any spraymg at all. \V e all know that vast 
herds of cattle travelled from the Northern 
Territory a'nd Gulf districts to Southern 
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Queensland, and, in fact, every State of the 
Commonwealth, during that period. 

'!'he Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
You have not provcu that the buffalo fly was 
on the runs where the cattle came from. 

:iJil'. JIA.l:IER: I submit that the evidence 
submitted by Mr. Atkinson showed that when 
he bought the cattle they were heavily 
infesteu with fly. 

The Secretary !or Agriculture aml Stock: 
I do not accept that. 

1\Ir. MAHER: That is his statement, and 
he was there. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
The fly invaded Queensla'nd in 1923. 

JUr. IUAHER: The buffalo fly has existed 
in the Gulf for many years. 

I submit, in conclusion, that the Bill is 
not one so much for the control of buffalo-fly 
infestation in the Gulf area as it is one to 
raise money. It is a taxation measure. It 
is bare of any reference to methods of con­
trol or eradication. It is merely a taxation 
measure-that is the important point. To 
the extent that it takes further taxation out 
of the pockets of the cattle-owner, and regard­
ing it solelr as a taxation measure, I am 
personally opposed to the Bill. 

JUr. JONES (Charters Towers) (3.43 
p.m.) : I have listened carefully to the a.rgu­
ments adv:mced in this debate by hon. mem­
bers of the Opposition. I have a certain 
interest in this subject as cattle areas in my 
electorate border very closely on the areas 
affected by the fly. 

This question lms received consideration 
oYer a period of years. ·when I was in this 
Chamber in 1931 I remember the then Secre­
tary for Agriculture and Stock, the hon. mem­
ber for Cooroora, stating he had paid a visit 
to the G:1lf country and had thoroughly inves­
tigated the ravages of this pest. He was quite 
sincere then in suggesting the establishment 
of a buffer area. At that time, the buffer 
area was to cost approximately £300,000, 
but that was without taking into considera­
tion compensation to be paid to certain pro­
perties that 1vero to be taken over. There 
was quite an argument in the House at the 
time regarding the merits of the hon. member 
for Cooroora 's proposal. Th.e then Premier, 
the Hon. A. E. Moore, was opposed to 
his Minister's recommendation. He said he 
did not think it wa's effective. I argued then 
against the effectiveness of the buffer area, 
as I said there were 20,000 or 30,000 brumbies 
in the Gulf country, and possibly 10,000 
within the buffer area, which would prevent 
the authorities from keeping the fences intact. 

There is one important point that has been 
overlooked-namely, that over a period of 
years the buffalo fly has consistently moved 
closer into Queensla'nd from the Territory. 
In 1912 Dr. Gilruth, then Director of the 
Korthern Territory, warned the Common­
wealth authorities that the buffalo fly was 
gradually moving further south and if action 
was not taken it would not be long before 
<Queensland would be infested. 

One important point overlooked in this 
debate is that some 20 years ago-it may be 
a little longer-all the ea ttle bred in the 
Territoq \YOre killed at Darwin. With the 
closing-down of the Darwin meatworks, tlw 
stock 1vere urought to Queensland, and as they 
travelled through this State we found the 
fly gmclually spreading in this State. In 
1931, 1vlten I 1·:as in this Chamber previously, 
I remember the Luffalo fiy "·as somewhcn· 
about Burketown, and now I know that it is 
at least another 300 miles this side of Burke­
tomL 'rhat indicates thnt it is consistently 
working east. I agree to some extent 1vith 
the hon. member for \Vest JiioTeton that it is 
aficctcd to some extent by climatic conditions; 
nevertheless, I believe tl;e fly 1vill come dmv1; 
some hundreds of miles further than it wns 
10 yeaTs ago; it will pTobably come to 
Ingham, and it is possible that it will go into 
the districts about Hughenden and Charters 
Towers, vvhere there arc huge areas of cattle 
country. 

I know a bnyeT who visits the Gulf country 
every yeaT-no man knows the Gulf better 
th::m he does-and I discussed the questiou 
with him about two months ngo. He saic1 it 
was giving concern to people in the Gull' 
country, but ePpecially the pcnple on acljnceni 
pwpeTtics who feaTed the fly vYoulc1 even tunlly 
get into their hoTels on the pTOJ•Crties further 
South. I am satisfied it is n live question. 
I think the Opposition haw adopted n paro 
chial nttituc1c in discusfing thiB question. 
Hon. members opposite represent dairying 
electOTatcs and very few Tepre,ent ?\ ortheTll 
constituencies, am1 possibly tltey ::uc not ver:c 
conversant with the local fN·ling n hout this 
prohlem. I know this is a n1:1tter of concern 
to the ea ttlemen in my own area. I have 
discns>:e•il it with them anc1 the~· nll npTJre­
ciate the action taken h)' the 1\IinistcT. Th0 
fact that it is necess:uv to stTike a small kn­
-and it amounts to little or nothing-will not 
concern the cctttlemen for one monwnt. T 
think the Opposition hnve exaggcrntefl the 
position and attempted to mnke political 
capital out of something tlmt does not 
matter from the monetary point of Yicw. 

I am satisfied the cattlemen in the area' 
likely to be affect"c1 in K orth Quf'~nslnnl1 \Yill 
appreciate the action taken by the Gm-ern­
ment. 

~Ir. :aiULJ,ER (Fassifern) (3.48 p.m.): 
After listening to the remarks of the Minister 
on the introductory stage of the Bill, and 
again this afternoon, I am still at a loEs to 
know what it is proposed to c1o. 

The hon. member for \Vest M01·eton verY 
effectively dealt with the difficulty of dealing 
with the spread of this insect. While it is 
possible to deal with the spread of ticks, 
which are to be found on a host of some 
description, it is a much more difficult matter 
to deal with a winged insect. \Ve c~.n effcc · 
tively deal with the mosquito by treating its 
breeding ground, and the sanclfly lives only 
within certain territory when weather condi­
tions make it suitable. 

Having listened to the debate on a similar 
Bill last session, and to the debate that has 
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taken place on this Bill, I still find it diffi­
cult to ascertain 'Ylwt the Minister proposes 
to do. After all, the £6,000 that it is pro­
posed to raise by the leYy is not a very big 
matter, although we complain of the method 
of collecting it; nevertheless, if we arc going 
to sanction the collection of £6,000 for a pm­
pose, 'Ye should know whnt that p-urpose is. 
The Minister hns told ns he has no practical 
knowledge of the habits of the buffalo fly, 
but he hrrs hcen prompted to take action 
because of recommendations made by depart­
mental officers and members of the Council 
for Scientific anc1 Industrial Research. During 
his speech to-day the ::\Iinister complained very 
bitterly of the attitude of the Commonwerzlth 
Go;-cmmrnt. nn<l their failure to giye some 
[;ssrstance. I rannot help feeling that if the 
( ommonwealth Govennnent thono-ht the recom­
mendations of the C'ommouwealtlr Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Hesearch were worthy 
of considerption they would have provided 
money to combat the spread of the flv. I have 
the hig-hest reganl for the work of "scientists, 
and the efforts of the cmmcil, ln1t I should 
like to tell bon. nwmbers of one or t'vo 
instances that I have had in my ovm experi­
ence to slJO\V ,,.]r,- we arc sometimes inclinecl to 
lose faith in its" work unless it is not conplec1 
with some practiC'al knmYledge. I am 
remiru1ed of ,,-hat occurred in the control of 
the spread of otlwr diseases in stock. I mu a 
memher of an Australian board that is sub­
serihing large sums of money for research 
pm·poses, and 'Ye have looked to the Common­
'' ealth Council for Scientific and ln(ln•trial 
Researeh for mueh astSisLmce in that direction. 
l haYe in minc1 what was done in the control 
of ti1e spread of mammitis mH1 contao·ious 
:Jbortion in eattk. \Ve ha1·e estahlish~·d a 
fm·m in Victoria. lt 'ms a clean farm and 
it was rlouble-fenced. 

The Secretary for "igriculture and Stock: 
\Vhom do you mean by '' >ve' '~ 

:!Ir. :ilf[ILLER: The Australian dairvino­
industry. I am speaking of the Australiaft 
boan1 of which I am a member. 

Tile Secretary for Agl'iculture aml Stock: 
Surely yon knms that this State makes a 
large contribution! 

~fr. }f[ILLER: I am not complaining 
n bout that at all. 

The Secretary for Agriculture aml Stock: 
You did not mention that we do. The State 
is makint:; an annual contribution for the 
maintenance of that board. 

liir. lUULLER: I am not dealing with 
finance at all. \Ve lwYe been providing a 
large sum of money for the research I have 
mentioned. \Ye have receiYecl help from some 
of the State Governments, from the Common­
'Yealth Government, :Jncl al~o from commercial 
organisations. At present I am more con­
c-erned with the result of that experiment. 
W c look to the scientists, the trained men 
'Yith much knowledge, for advice, but here is 
an instance of what can occur. A farm was 
established in a district in Victoria. The 
property was surrounded by a double-fence 
to prevent either im-asion of it or the near 
approach by other cattle. Every precaution 

'ms taken to prevent an outside beast from 
entering that land, but ,,-hat has happened 9 
Contagious abortion and mammitis haye been 
discovered on that farm. The so-called scien­
tists haYe not been able to preYent these 
stock diseases from spreading to the cattle 
on that farm. There is no doubt that research 
'v-ork is a verv big task, and it is very difiicul t 
always to follow the recommendations of 
scientists. I am justified in assuming that 
the Commonwealth Government were not 
willing to make contributions to combat the 
spread of the buffalo fly on the recommenda­
tion of scientists only, and for all such 
measures as this the J'v[inister should require 
recommendations from practical men. 'l'he 
control of the spread of the buffalo fly is first 
and foremost a matter for practical men, but 
the assistance of the scientist should not be 
oYer looked. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
The buffalo fly is continuing to spread. Since 
1923 it has spread from the Territory border 
to Mungana. It is spreading each year. 

~Ir. ~fULLER: I have no reason to doubt 
what the ::\Iinister says. He has inspectors 
in that area. Prom what the hon. gentleman 
'' nc1 the hon. member for Charters Towers 
state, this insect has im·acled certain new 
tenitories, but, as the hon. member for \Vest 
::\Ioreton has stated, the spread is governed by 
the climatic conditions. As weather con­
<1itions pennit, this insect comes further 
south but retires to his old haunts when those 
conditions alter. 

Let us accept the Minister's statement that 
the time has arrived >vhen something must be 
done. I do not complain about the efforts 
that he puts forward so long as I am sure 
that what is being done will be effective. 
Whm I say that I am disappointed with the 
Dill I mean that the Minister has not told us 
"·hat it is proposed to do. If it is merely 
proposed to spray cattle in the infested area, 
then I suggest that there will be thousands of 
cattle that will never be sprayed. I under­
stand that the insects are sprayed only as 
the cattle moye out of the district. That 
cannot prevent the spread of the fly 
at the same mte at which it has been 
spreading during the last 20 yenrs. Although 
the flies on the cattle that it is 
proposed to move aTe destroyed, we must not 
lose sight of the fact that there are thou­
sands of other , attle in the area that are 
not being m'oyer1 and upon which the flies 
are woTking, and it is possible that they will 
mo,·e south. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
He has a very limited flying capacity. 

lUr. JUULLER: The fact remains that he 
can move. The tick has no flying capacity, 
but it went thTough the State in a very 
short time. It was on the southern border 
dmost as soon as it arrived at TownsYille. 
Although the buffalo fly has a limited flying 
capacity, the fact is that it can fly from 
beast to beast, and in a short time it, too, 
'coulc1 he Tight down to the bOTcleT. If the 
Council for Scientific and IndustTial ReseaTch 
was prepaTed to make a recommendation to 
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this Government as to how to combat the fly, 
I should like to know what it is. I should 
like the Minister to tell us what it is proposed 
to do. So far, all he has told ns is that 
spraying is being done in the affected area. 
If that is all that it is proposed to do, then I 
su;.,gest we shall have no effective control 
uve1· tl!_j,_s }K.:::.t. 

The Minister suggested that the stock­
O\vners of Queensland owed the Government 
about £500,000. That is a wild statement to 
make, for he should realise that the Govern­
ment collect that money from the cattle­
owners of the State. The whole of the State, 
the commercial interests and others, benefit 
from the work done in the cattle industry, 
and it is not right to suggest that the cattle­
owners should b·ear the whole of the cost of 
combating the fly. 

The Minister also suggests that it was our 
duty in the buffer area in Southern Queens­
land to spend money to protect their cattle. 
I should li'.e to remind him of what is being 
done in the south to prevent the spread of the 
rabbit north. A rabbit tax is paid by the 
people on the sonthern and 8outh-western 
borders to prevent the spread of the rabbit 
north. J Llo not say that the metho•ls arloptc(l 
will prevent its moving north, but these 
people are willing to pay this serious impost 
becmFe they nndeTstand what a pToblem it 
is, aml they arc satisfied that what is being 
done is being done for the best. The people 
of Southern Queensland are not satisfied, 
ho\wver, that \vhat is being done in the North 
will be effcctiv•J in pTeventing' the move of 
the buffalo fly to the south. 

I think I have enumerated the points 
wor.hy of cousidnation. \1\,'e object to the 
imposition of the tax on ono section of the 
l or.nnu11itv l)CC:l(i.SC, aitcr alL it is a tax 
confined to the sale of a few head of stock. 
The method bY which the money is to be 
raised is an irl~son1e one. and I a1~11 sure that 
thf're a TO better ways of handling the busi­
ncss. I c~mnot see any reason why the ::Ylini­
ster shonld not apply the tax to stockmvncrs 
gcnernlly if the protection to be afforded is 
to benefit all stoekowners. It mnst be appre­
ci~ted that under the propose,] system of 
collection the tax ''"ill apply only to the cattle 
sold, anfl many people might not make any 
con! ribution towaTrls the fnnd for years. For 
instance, a dairy fm·mer raising l1is own cattle 
\vonld onlv on rare occasions have any cattle 
to sell, except perhaps a COUple of CTaCkers OT 
Tcjec's. His contribution will not be a heavy 
one, but the m·.n cl ea ling in c:.ttle will be 
contribnting e\·ery day. I submit the t there 
is no equitv about the system, anrl further­
more thr~ ta.xpaycrs are not assmecl that what 
will be done will combat the spread of the 
fly. 

llfr. SPARKES (Aubigny) (4.2 p.m.): It 
is not my intention absolutely to condemn the 
Bill introduced by the Minister, because I 
lwlieve that that !Ion. gentleman is sincere in 
his effmt to control the fly. I attack the 
method it is proposed to afiopt. 

I do not wish to bo parochial, as the Mini­
ster suggested some of us might be. He has 

told us that he thinks the fly will spread 
over the whole of Austmlia. If that is a 
possibility--

The Premier: The natural law is sur­
vival, not death. 

Mr. SP ARifES: I agree. 

Tli6 I'remiei'; Adaptability to environ­
ment is a tremendously important point. 

lUr. SPARKES: Quite so. The Premier 
holds much the same view as I do, but I wish 
to direct my remarks to the Minister's sug­
gestion that there is a danger of this pest's 
sprpacling throughout Austmlia. The amount 
of the tax and the sum it is proposed to 
collect are small in my opi:1ion and will hav~ 
ven· little effect in stoppmg the spread of 
the. buffalo fly. If this is the big question 
the Minister suggests it is, much more money 
will have to be spent in pTeYenting the spread 
of the buffalo fly, and I therefore suggest to 
him that if this is going to be the menace 
to the stock industry of Australia he has 
described, why should it not be dealt with by 
Austmlia~ After all, although I happen to 
Jiye in Queensland I am none the less an 
Australian. Tho cattlemen of New South 
Wales are as much conceTnecl as I am. I 
say that every person in the community ~s 
concerned, and if the C:lttle inr!ust:y rs 
a,:·cdc,l ail the workers connect.ed wrth 1t are 
affecterl. The State as a whole is affected. 
The revenue from the 'rreasuTcr 's point of 
view is affected in the payment of income 
tax. Therefore, I sa:v it is wrong to single 
out any one inJustn· tn bear the burden of 
the eha.rge. I mai,e these remarks i:r: all 
sincerity ancl free of all tins party feelmg. 

The ::VIinister must know that the beef­
cattlemen will be called upon to pay the 
biggest par-t of this tax and so I ask him in 
all sinceTity as a beef-cattleman; _ _-nil fe 
consider a simpler method of rarsmg tne 
money than by the use of stamps~ There is 
nothing more annoying than bemg force~ to 
use a ~large number of stamps for Yanous 
p nposes. Indeed, theTe aTe so many rn use 
now that one :finds difficulty in deciding what 
one should put on an em·elope for posta~e 
purposes. I know that the _hon. gen~l~man _rs 
sincere-indeed, the most smceTe .i\Imrster m 
the House. He is sillCCTQ in doing what he 
thinks is right in the inter·ests of his depart­
ment. It 1~wy not be pos-ible to do as I 
suggest. Perhaps he has considered _the pTo­
posal alreadc· and has deDcled that rt rs not 
a pmcticable one. The stockmvnoTs arc _called 
upon to mak~ k returns at the bognmmg 
of everv Year and they are levied on at the 
r::Jte of,';o' much a lOO 'head. Would it not be 
poqsible to arrive at a J?Crccntage ~gme on 
those returns so as to grve the Mnnster the 
equivalent of what he expect'; to raise by the 
proposal in the Bill? \1'1)a:·ent!y, he_ ~ms 
cor siderecl the rPlevant statlstrcs m dec1dmg 
that he ,,ill be able to collect £6,000 by the 
imposition of the lc1. stamp for~ eacl; catt~e 
sale amounting to a value of £0. \\ oul<l rt 
not be better to collect the money as I suggest 
instead of by means of stamps? A man may 
sell 10 or a dozen head of cattle and then 
have to finil stamps to cover the value of the 
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sale in accordance with the Bill. It would be 
especially irksome and annoying to a farmer 
who took in three dairy cows that realiseu, 
say, £15 for the lot to iind three 1d. stamps 
to place on the receipt that he gave to the 
buyer. 

I listened very carefully to the speeches by 
the Minister and I think he will agree that 
I did not interject in any way to throw him 
off the thread of his argument. According to 
his views, the whole of Australia is interested 
in this problem because-again according to 
him-it is a menace that threatens the cattle 
industry of the entire Connnonwealth. If the 
pro hlem that exists in Queensland or in the 
Northern Territory threatens to become a 
grave one for the whole of Australia-again 
according to the Minister-then it resolves 
itself into a Commonwealth nro blem. There­
fore, let it be dealt with accoi·dingly. 

I am not going to suggest for one moment 
that the scientiiic investigations that have 
been carried out by the Department of 
Agriculture and Stock and other departments 
of the State have not been a great help to 
the cattlemen and to the people on the land 
generally. The Minister asked the hon. mem­
ber for West J\,Ioreton if he would allow him 
to liberate some flies on his property. He 
walked out as if he were going to get some­
thing, as the Premier suggested. I make this 
proposal to the Minister. I am willing at my 
own expense to fence an a rea on my property, 
not the property in the tick-infested area,. but 
the property I hold in a clean area. I am 
also \villing at my O\Vll expense to allow 10 
of the most ticky cattle to graze on that area. 
I am \Yilling to erect any fence that the 
Minister lHescribes within reason and, at any 
rate, to guarantee that there will be one that 
no stock can break through. I am willing to 
allO\v those cattle to remain there for two 
years and I make bold to say that at the end 
of that time it will not be possible to iind 
any ticks on the cattle or in that area. If at 
the end of two years a tick remains on those 
stocl,, I \Yill, in addition to paying all the 
expense entailed, make a donation of £100 
to any patriotic body he names or, if no such 
bof1ies are in exist0nce then-and I hope they 
will not be-to any hospital that may be 
named. If,. on the other hand, I am able to 
prove my contention, I ask that the depart­
ment reimburse me all my expenses. 

::I'Ir. Thiaher: The climatic conditions are 
responsible. 

lUr. SPARKES: I will give further 
speciiic instances of how changed climatic 
conditions affect hvo of our pests. First of 
all, take the tirk. When I took up my 
ptesent prop<Tty in 1910 I paid frequent visits 
to Maryborough to buy paddies, which I took 
to my property, and there fattened them. 
I dealt in cattle at that time. In those days 
there were pra'ctically no restrictions in 
travelling cattle. If the tick was likely to be 
spread by the removal of cattle from an 
infested into a non-infested area, then it 
could have happened in those years. The tick 
i~ affected by climatic conditions. \Ve iind 
that the tick-infested country practically 
follows the Great Dividing Range down 

through Queensland into New South Wales, 
and that range seems to be a barrier to the 
spread of the tick. vV e know that some 
millions of pounds were spent by the New 
South vVales Government in preventive 
measures before the tick infe~ted that State. 
\Ve know how severe the restrictions imposed 
were, but notwithstanding all these pre­
cautions, the tick travelled down the coast 
into New South Wales although it did not 
extend iniand. 

Now let me instance the prickly-pear. I 
crave your indulgence, Mr. Speaker, to allow 
me to give these illustmtions to· show how 
climatic conditions probably affect the buffalo 
fly. The hon. members for :Uaranoa and Dalby 
can bear me out tllat if a leaf of prickly pear 
was hung on a wire fence it would grow. In 
fact, for some years some prickly-pear was 
hung on a: wire fence adjacent to the Lands 
Office, Roma, and at the end of that period 
\1 as still green and showed no signs of decay. 
If a. prickly-pear leaf was thrown on the 
ground in that district it would grow. Now 
take some prickly-pear to Dubbo, New South 
\Vales, in the same longitude as Dalby, a'nd 
yoc! will experience the greatest difficulty in 
getting it to grow. In fact, to-day at my 
old home tl1ere is the remains of the prickly­
pear plant planted in the homestead garden 
hy my parents. During my visits there I 
advised that this pear be rooted ant of the 
ga'rden, but it is a preservec1 plant, as it will 
not grow. That is due to climatic conditions. 

Now let me take the ralJbit. I claim to 
know as much about the habits of the rabbit 
ns any any other hon. member. I was reared 
in a rabbit-infested area in New South \Vales. 
I gave evidence before the royal commission 
of which ;\Ir. Payne was the chairman, in 
which I stated that the 700 or 800 mile~ of 
rabbit-proof fencing in this State had no 
more to do with preventing the inroads of 
1·: hhits into Queensland tha'n the action of 
anv hon. member of this Honse. If that 
fe1~ce, for tll0 upkeep of which I pay a tax, 
were a barrier stopping the rabbit from 
coming north to Queensland, should we not 
find rabbits right np to the fence? Of course, 
we should. After very hem·y rain, when miles 
of that fence are knocked down by floods, 
would not sufficient mbbits come through to 
infest lhe rest of Queensland~ Of course, they 
would. In my old district we have a 20,000-
acre block of countrv. 'vVe have the river 
fTont:lges nettec1 and~ the country cleared of 
nll sticlcs and netting Rlong the several sub­
dividing fences, yet rahhits arc there to-day. 
The netting-fence I speak about doE'~ not 
keep the rabbit out. I am not in a position 
to tell the Committee \vhy, but na'tme appar­
ently preYents the spread of the rabbit north. 
The rabbit comes from a certain latitude and 
it crosses the bonler of Queensland, but only 
goes to a certain latitude. 

I am not saying this with the object of 
showing- that the buffalo fly may not spreac1. 
I am only pointing out these things, which 
I can prO\·e, to the :Minister. The proposal 
that I made to the Minister about allowing­
tick-infested cattle to go on my property and 
be placed inside a 10-barb wire fence, was 
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also made by me to the then chief stock 
inspector, who sai<l that the tick would not 
be acclimatised if taken direct fmm the North 
to my are<i. I haYc a property right on the 
diYide, and I am ·willing for them to put 
those ticks there. One does not get np and 
make such a statement in this Hou~e unless 
t'1ne }~ L0J1fcl0nt he is right. 

The J\finister has indicated that he will go 
Dn "·ith this tax, and, as a cattleman, I appeal 
to him to make that tax collectable on the 
.return >Ye make on 1 January of each year 
instead of a stamp tax. I object to the 
method of raising the tax, but if it has to be 
-and the :\finistcr nssnres us it has to be­
then for Heaven's sake at least give the man 
who l1as to pay the tax the rigllt to pay it in 
the simplest >Yay possible. 

I h~nr heard hon. members on both sides 
get np in thi~ Chamber time after time and 
suggest thnt >Ye should consolidate our taxes 
as much as possible, and aim at having one 
tax, if it is possible, yet this Bill creates 
another instrument of taxation. 

I again earnGstly appeal to the. Minister 
to cunsidl;l' IHY su::;gestiou. I hno\Y 
th~ hon. gentleman will not consider my 
remarks in regard to the other pests-he is 
gniL«'d hy thL ,cientifie Yie,· point, with which 
he hns lJeen brought up, >Yhile I have been 
brought up in the hard school of practical 
training-but I do appeal to him to help us 
cattlemen out by collecting the tax in the 
manner I suggested. 

l\Ir. COLLINS {Cook) (4.20 p.m.): I am 
SUl'lHiscd that lion. nH~lllbe1·s of the Opposi~ 
tion complain abont a Bill that is brought 
in to help thcn1 and otlu?l' O\,·nen; of ca~tle. 
The hon. member for Aubigny has mentioned 
a nnmbcr of pests, but he must admit that all 
tlw,c thi!lgs he mentioned hnve cost this 
country a tremendous amount of money. J<'or 
instan<e, prickly-pear m~y become a pest 
ag·ain. It 11~1s eo t Q.uecnsland n1illions of 
pounds. It has destroyed or taken from the 
use of selectors a large area of land, and, 
comcquently, has rnnlted in a lo s to the 
State revenue. Had prickly-pear been taken 
in hand at the beginning when it grew in a 
small garden plot, probably not the size of 
the table in this House, it would not lwYe 
cost the State millions of pounds for its 
eradication. To-dav the buffalo flv exists in 
Dnc area of Quecn~land onl;·, and to confine 
it to thd area v·ill he to the benefit of the 
cattle-om1ers of the whole of the State. 

I an1 not prc•:•ared to say that the buCfalo 
fly Y ill ntclimatise itself to any locality, but 
I venture the opinion that it will acclimatise 
itself probably to an~- area to >Yhiclt the cattle 
tick has spread, ~nd that is a yery lnr;:·c area. 
It comprises all the coast country of l~t<ecns­
land ancl. the Northern Rivers of Ne11· South 
Wales, and the Gulf country in the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. The tick has not ncclimatised 
itself Sllccessfully in CentTal Quccnslanr1, 11nt 
1ve know that if giwn suitable climatic con­
ditions in that locality it may cause untold 
damage by .reason of the spread of red>vateT. 
That could occur very easily if tick-infesteLl 
cattle were taken to the Central area and a 

wet period follon·ed. The tick would breed 
on the immune cattle and would eYentually 
wipe out the herd. No hon. member opposite 
can deny that that is correct. 

Mr. lUuller: That would become a 
menace, too. 

1rir. COLLINS: It would be very difficult 
for it lo be a menace to deau catdc. l do 
not venture an opinion that the buffalo fly 
would cause the same number of deaths in 
cattle as have resulted from red>mter in tick­
infested cattle. 'rhe probability is that the 
buffalo fly has made the bufia lo a water­
inhabiting animal. The probability is that 
originallv the buffalo was a normal grazing 
beast, but hecause the fly settled on it and 
ate holes in its hide it had to seek a means of 
getting away from it an<l look to the water. 
Ordinary cattle take to the water to get away 
from molestation and the rayages of the 
buffalo fly in the Gulf countq, wl1ere the fly 
is particularly bad. Do we desire to SC'e the 
h8l·ds of Queensland becoming inhabitants 
of waterholes and creeks~ Do the hon. 
members who oppose this Bill wish to sec 
our dairy herds molested by this tcniblc pest, 
and it is a tenible pest when it becomes bad. 
The buffalo fly settles on y;u-ious parts of 
the lwast and rcmnins until it has made a sore. 
After having made the sore it breeds in tlw 
sores anfl millions of flies are proclured until 
the beast either dies H gets out of the >Ya~· 
of the fly by keeping in a w:~tcrhole during 
the day anil grazing only at ni[lht. \Yhen 
the seasonal conditions alter, the fly is not a 
pest. This is the very th'n~· tlwt >ve dc',ire 
to nrewnt the mrencl of to tlw herds in the 
ren!ainder of ti1e Stnte, 'Jl1cl thc ,, will be 
infpcj·rf1 if this spread is not :topped. 

I am not going to say that it n·ill not spread 
to ilw roast eYentnall~', but smcly it is our 
dutY a~ legislators to do what y, c can for the 
whnle of the rattle pC'ople, 11ot for the small 
sertion n·ho are romplain1ncr? I .-enture the 
oninion +Jwt t1Ie reason why they are complain­
in~ is th~1t thev ff'el that tl1ev thrmsclves 
liv~ in an isolated area-an area in which this 
fly will not become a menace-and, therefore, 
ti.rv are \Tilling to abandon the >dwlc of the 
dairy i'1<1nstry so long as the~' are not Jeyiec1 
11non h protcc+ the rest of the State against 
the inroac1s of thi,, S(om·c;e. 

lt is all yer.'· >w11 to ~ay that it is not likely 
to l1ecome a merwrc. llnt \>hc•t rlir1 hon. mem­
L;rs ray nl1ont the likelihoorl th:ll the blowfly 
in f-hrc'p >Youlcl not l >eronJr a scolnJ·e? ThC' 
hlo" flv has bP"ll in Al1~trR r 1 for n hout 100 
Yfars.c nnrl it is prol1ahle thn+ ··:,•r the first 
70 wars it lws not lwen n prst nt all, hut 
as fimc hns ~roHc on it h:1s ·rnnltiplicc1 to a 
·: rernC'nt1ons (,x+cnt thTo1L'llout the ,~,'cst;:-rn 
shf1 ep ;'rC'~ R of tlH' R~n tP and l?hoscn a 
different host from the one it had originally. 
At the beginning the blm· fly fed only on 
carrion carcasses, but as it multiplied and 
cnrrion ·hec:l!_11C se~nrc H mnvc-d to tl1e y;ool 
nnci ore s1r ;ts of t1l{~ ~hlC'1L It hfls fll18pted 
itself to a· ne>Y environment ancl thriven to 
sueh nn cx1cnt tlw' i1 is one of the gn'atest 
scourges with which the slwcpmen of Qneens­
lnnrl haYe to clcal to-clay. 'rhis was the orrli­
nary common blowfly that nobody thought 
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was capable of doing anything more than 
wry minor damage! 

j)Ir. lUacdonald: It has been blowing 
sheep for the last 200 years. 

~Ir. COLLIXS: If the hon. member 
thinks that it bas been blowing sheep in 
Qucen.~lnlHl for i11c last 200 years he does not 
know much about Queensland. Until 30 
years ago it caused no warTy, but as time 
has gone on it has altered its environment, 
and it is possible that the buffalo fiy will 
alter its cm~ironment just as the blowfly has 
done. 

I repeat that because the opponents to the 
Bill are hYing in isolated areas they do not 
want to protect the cattle industry as a 
whole. If they thought this pest ;yas likely 
to affect them they would be ;yholcheartedly 
behind this measme. I believe that the 
buffalo fly will live \\~herever the tick lives. 
Tt has been proved scientifically that the 
buffalo ily will liye in latitudes as far south 
as Perth in 1\'estem Australia, and that being 
so, there is no reason to suppose that it will 
not live in la tituc1cs as far south as the 
Northem Riwrs of New Sonth Wales. Tf ;;~e 
sit idly h~· and c1o nothing to rl1eck"the spread 
of the fly, then I say we shall be criminally 
negligent in our duty to the State. 

I submit that the mcthocl of levying the 
tax is fair and reasonable. I can understand 
the ob;jections of some hon. members opposite 
aml their desire to make this work a charge 
npon the stock diseases fund. If that vYas 
done a number of rattle~clralers >l~auld be 
exempt from the operntions of the tax in that 
probably they ;vonld see to it that they did 
not o>vn cattle at all on 1 .Tannary of each 
year. 

:ilir. Sparkes: That is unfair and narrow­
minded. 

I\Ir. COLLINS: The hon. member knows 
that that could happen. He knows that dealers 
could bring cattle from the Gulf country to 
the fattening areas without paying one penny 
towards this tax, but if a tax is levied on 
the sales of cattle cYery time they change 
hands a small amount of revenue goes to the 
GoYernmen t funds in on1er to repay those 
people who are doing their best to~day to 
pre;·ent the spread of the fly over the rest 
of the State. 

The spraying of the buffalo fly does not 
kill it. Spraying only preyents the fly from 
being carried in the train or moving with the 
cattle. Spraying only keeps the fly in the 
territory concerned and is no good ;;-lmtc.-er 
to the men ;;-lw to~day are paying the costs. 
They get no advantage, bnt suffer all the 
disadvantages, and, furthcnnOTe, they 
have to suffer the disability of walking 
their cattle hunch·eds of miles in order to 
truck them at a particular trucking place. All 
this is clone to stop the fly from getting into 
Southern Queensland. After all is said and 
done, I say it is unfair to ask the people 
right out in the outback country to pay the 
cost when the people down here who arc going 
to get the benefit should be paying. 

lUr. BAR.NES (Bundaberg) (4.31 p.m.): 
I do not know ;vhy the Government attack 
these things half~heartedly. One of the first 
statements made bv the Minister was to the 
effect that he was" seriously alarmed at the 
position of the buffalo fly, and he followed 
that up by saying that the buffalo fly could 
be a serious menace to Australia. lie also 
said that the ily had been foun,[ in Perth, 
\Vestern Australia. If that is a fact, then it 
is apparent that this becomes a Commonwealth 
matter and it is for the Government of 
Queensland to recommend to the Commonwealth 
Government steps for the elimination of the 
fly in Australia. Why should Queensland as 
a whole and the dairying industry in parti~ 
cubr-an industry representing the majority 
of the cattle in Queensland-pay for the 
elimination of the buffalo fly from Australia, 
when the whole of Australia will get the 
benefit~ I could understand a half~hearted 
attempt being made if we were dealing with 
lions and tigers, but we are talking a bout 
buffalo flies, blowflies, rabbits, and ticks. It 
would not be possible to fight lions and tigers, 
but after all we are only concerned with a 
common fly and we have the man po>ver, when 
there is no >Yar on, to deal >Yith that fly. vVe 
could put the men who haYe been unemployed 
for many years to the job of eliminating 
the fly and ridding us of the menace for all 
time. Whilst we sit in this House and tell 
one another pretty stories about taxing some~ 
body ld. on £5 .,~orth of cattle sold, we 
are only cheating ourselves and not the fly. 
The fly will continue. \Vhat is the use of 
arguing a bout a small tax to do the job'? 
Once again, it comes back to the snme thing. 
We arc only messing about, consoling some~ 
body ;vhilst we are talking. If the job is 
there >Ye have to do it. 

Somebody spoke about the efforts of ihe 
men 1,000 miles a;;-ay. The same argu­
ment would apply if it was 1,000 years 
hence. vVe are here to stop this disease 
from spreading. The buffalo fly can be a 
menace to Australia, and the Minister h-as 
given us statistics to prove that the fly has 
mm·ed some 200 or 300 miles from its original 
place of abode. 'rhe fact remains that it has 
moved. Time is nothing, ;;-hen all is said and 
done. It is obvious that the fiy has moved 
nml the fact that it is likely to move further 
is justification for eliminating it. 

Jjfr. ltiordan: Are you supporting the 
Bill9 

::nr. BARNES: I am supporting it, but 
not the half~hearted attempt the hon. mem~ 
ber 's Government propose to make. 'rhe 
J\finister said that some very effective action 
should be tnkcn, and yet his Government turn 
rouwJ and im11ose a lcl. tax. vVith the raising 
of a lousy few vounds, >Yhat can be doneq 
What is it raised to do'? I can see no other 
reason unless it is to quieten someone, perhaps 
the hon. member for the electorate, or the 
hon. members for the electorates. 

:Jir. SPEAKER: Order! I am not going 
to allow the hon. member to impute improper 
motives to any hon. member in this House. 
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Jiir. BARNES: I am sorry . .Mr. Speaker. 
Let us s.uppose, for argument's sake, that 
we were 1n another country, in a progressive 
country, the most progTessive countr-y in the 
world-Germany. I regret to have to make 
that statement, but it is a fact. Suppose 
we were there. How woulll they tackle the 
buffalo~fly menace? ~Would they raise the 
money by the imposition of a tax of 1d. in 
£5 ~ No. In Germany they have the men and 
they have the instruments to do the work 
whether in the form of a gun or poison. They 
would send enough men to the buffalo~fty area 
and eliminate the fty completely in two or 
three years. 

The Minister spoke about the advantno·es 
of research in this country, but has tlw fi~ld 
of research been advanced far enough? [t 
has not. If it had been advanced i.o the 
extent that it is required we should have 
been rid of more pests tha{1 the prickly~pear. 
Unfortunately, only a limited number of 
people are engaged in resea r';h. Let ns con~ 
sicler the rcsean·h in the field of medicine, as 
an example. The Carnegie and Rockefeller 
institutes provide so n1:my thousands or 
millions of pounds for the purposes of 
research and this permits of the train in er of a 
limited number of dortors to carry on re~earch 
throughout the world. Let us supose that that 
number is 100. It should be 1,000,000. Under 
a sound finu1cial scheme \\"C could have 
!,000,000 doctors engat:ed not only in resc~1rch 
m the fielc1 of medicine, but in research in 
:very other direction. Research is only in its 
mfaney to~dny, and it \Yill reach its maximum 
deYelopment only when »·e re~.lise how Ger­
many has been able to flog Europe. If there 
is one hon. member in this Chamber who can 
prove that I am wrong in my opinion about 
how Germany was able to finance the war 
in Europe, then I will sit clown and never 
speak again in this House. Germany has 
fi~anced the war with unorthodox finance by 
usmg her manpower and her machinery. \Ye 
have the men and the machinery, and we 
should use them to eliminate all menaces 
including the buffalo fly, the tick, and th~ 
rabbit. Why should a little rabbit or buffalo 
fly frighten us~ 

The hon. member for Kennecly mentioned 
the ravages of the 'fruit fly and said that 
apples were sold at 4s. a dozen. Am I to be 
deterred by a little maggot in an apple that is 
taken to 1 say, ''I am too hig you cannot beat 
n;c "? No; the buffalo fly,' the blowfly, the 
trek, and other parasites are little thint'S and 
can be eliminated, but they can be eli1~i1;ated 
onl:y >;hen 1 we use the necessary funds, the 
nation s money, the money that belongs to the 
people and the nation. 

To-day we have taxecl the people to such 
an extent 1 that we cannot tax them any more 
withont creating disaster. If we take fTom 
the people one~half of thei1· income the Test 
is not sufficient for them to survive' on. Bill 
McCoTmack, an ex~Premier of this State, said 
to me on one occasion when coming from 
Cracow, ·when I asked him ''How can you get 
over the difficulty with orthodox finance~"­
''Only by taxing the people 10s. in the £1, 
and once you do that you ruin them all.'' 

That is what an ex-Premier of the State said. 
If you tax the people to the extent of 10s. in 
the £1 you take that money out of circulation. 

1\'Ir. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-· 
ber is wandering away from the principles 
con tainecl in the Bill. 

JUr. BARXES: I cannot see why the 
necessary money cannot be found to eliminate 
the buffalo fly. And I cannot see why I 
should not be allowed to suggest ways and 
means for raising the money. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

lUr. BARNES: Let us allow our imagina­
tions to run away with us for a moment and 
let us suppose that my idea of finance is 
right-and I will not take my hat off to any 
man, so far as that is concerned. It is my 
duty, not only to this House but to the people 
of Australia, to set forth my ideas, for in 
doing so I might convert one or two hon. 
members to the use of national C1'eclit-the 
people's money-in a national work of this 
character. 

:!lir. SPEAKER: Order! I ,will not allow 
the hon. member to proceed on those lines. 
He must deal 'vith tl1e principles contained 
in this Bill. 

~Ir. BARNES: I may be wrong, but I 
will ask you, Mr. Speaker, this: can I not 
state, on the second reading of this Bill, how 
the work the Minister proposes to do can be 
financed by national nedit ~ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber must resume his seat. I am not going to 
allow him to continue his speech. 

:Jir. A. J. §~HTH (Carpentaria) (4.41 
pm.) : As the member for the electorate that 
embraces this infested area, I heartily com­
mend the Minister on in traducing this Bill. 
I have listened attentively to be speeches 
of hon members opposite, but I know full 
'"ell that their knowledge of the subject is 
nil. Their main conccn1 is 'vhat the cattle-
0\\ ner in Southern Queensland \\ill ha1~e to 
pay. 

Apart from his present expenses in com­
bating buffalo fty, the grazier in the Gulf 
country is already paying clearly on the cattle 
market for its ravages. He is becoming 'vhat 
one may call ''the beg;;ar. '' The cattle­
buyer, knowing full well the conditions under 
which he is operating, instead of proceeding 
along the nsunl bu'incos lines and making an 
offer fOT his cattle on the basis of so much 
per 100 lb. or per beast, makes an offer mnch 
below the real value, which he knows the 
owner must accept. In addition, land values 
in the infested area have been affected. In 
fact, during the last few years the value of 
that cattle country hos been practically niL 

\Ve know that in verv severe winters tlw 
buffalo fly migrates to the warmer latitudes. 
Some hon. members referred to conditions 
existing in 1923 and 1928. I speak of 
conditions as they exist in 1941. This 
year the winter in the Cloncurry and Carpen· 
taria districts has been the coldest :for 25 or 
30 years, but, notwithstanding this fact, thP 
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buffalo fiy was discovered on Fort Constantine 
cattle which were being trucked to the Lakes 
Creek meatworks. 'l'hat disproves the argu­
ments we heard to-day that the buffalo fly 
will not migrate or acclimatise himself. Fort 
Constantine is 230 miles south of the original 
habitat of the buffalo fiy during the winter 
months. This all goes to prove that he is 
migmting and acclimatising himself very 
quickly. 

I was present with the Minister last June 
at Kajabbi when the fiy was wry prevalent. 
The day was a cold one, not a real winter's 
day, nor a summer's day. A local herd was 
put through the spraying yard for our benefit, 
and it was as badly infested as it would have 
been at any time during the summer months. 
That >vas ndditional proof that the fly is 
qrrickly acclimatising itself, notwithstnnding 
the precautions and restrictions taken by the 
dep~.rtment. The additional wodr proposed 
will be of some benefit to the State, especially 
the dairy herds in the South. I should not 
like to witness among the southern dairy herds 
the ravages of the fiy I have witnessed in the 
Gulf area. If that occurred not onlv should 
we lose our dairy l•erds, but the hon.· member 
for Fa ·-~ifPrn woulcl lose his seat on the 
Butter Doard. \Ye should lose our exports 
of cheese and other things connecter1 >Yith 
the dairying industry. 

Members opposite apparently view the 
matter from the point of view of having to 
pn,v Id. in every £5, but we must take 
effective measures to keep this fly from 
sprending so that our butter and cheese 
industries >Yill be protected. 

On 8 July this year the graziers of the 
Gulf country-N ormnnton, Croydon, nnd 
Burketown tlistriets-held a conference in 
N ormanton, at the conclusion of which it 1\'as 
stated-

" The cattlemen of the North-\Yest >Yill 
also be pleased to know that it is the 
intention of the Minister for Agriculture 
ancl Stock to make the expense of fighting 
the fiy a national matter and t'oat the 
persons who really benefit by the buffalo 
fi;' legislntion, the dairymen of the eastern 
coast, will have to hear their share of the 
burden.'' 

That request is coming from the graziers 
themselves; not from what the Opposition 
might regard as a hostile Government. 

As far as the Id. in £5 is concerned, I 
think it is really nothing to be concerned 
about, and £G,OOO is not much to pay towards 
the eradication of the buffalo fiy ,,-hen one 
considers the cost it 1\'0Ulfl he to cattle­
owners if it migrates south amongst the 
dairy herds. 

About 1930 I was in the Gulf country and 
travelled a few hundred miles before my 
notice was drawn to the buffalo fly, and now 
we find it clown as far as Dajarra, Cloncurry, 
and Gilliat.. It is moving down on the 
Flinders and the Cloncurry rivers, which are 
protected areas. As I stated previously, it 
was in the Cloncurry district this year in one 
of our coldest winters for 25 years. That 

proves that the argument of hon. members 
opposite that this fiy will not migrate or 
become acclimatised except in mild climates 
is an irresponsible statement. 

On behalf of the graziers who are suffering 
loss in the price of their beef and the value 
of their properties through the ravages of the 
buffalo fly, I commencl the Minister for 
bringing down this Bill. I think the Id. 
in £5 will be negligible compared with the 
value of the experiment to prevent this fiy 
from migrating to our dairy herds. 

1\Ir. NBHIO (Oxley) ( 4.49 p.m.) : I did not 
intend to say anything until the hon. member 
who has just resumed his scat spoke. He 
impresced me with the fact that there may 
be a Yery serious menace to the State in this 
area. The hon. member foT Cooroora was 
alarmed about the buffalo fiy when he was 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock and he 
took certain measures providing for spraying, 
<lhich luwe since been carried out. If the 
present Minister for Agriculture and Stock 
has allowed the fiy to spread to the alarming 
extent stated by the hon. member for Grcgory, 
then I say the menace necessitates more 
effective mpans to combat it than is provided 
for under this Bill. 

This Bill tells us nothing of what is going 
to be done bv the Government. When I spoke 
on the introductory stage of the Bill the 
:!\1inister said, "W nit till you see the Bill. 
Where aTe thev going to spray 7 On the farm 
or where 9 '' \Vhen we get the Bill we find 
that it is purely a taxation measure. There 
is nothing in it except a provision for the 
raising of money. 

I am of opinion that the spraying that is 
beina carried out at present cannot be 
arre:ting the spread of the fiy in this State, 
and the menace warrants our handling it in 
a much bigger way than that in which it is 
being handled at the present time. It needs 
attacking in a very much bigger >my than the 
small way in which the Minister proposes. 

There should be a very close investigation 
of the buffalo flv and this should' be canied 
out by the ,.-ho1f: of the people of the St>:te. 
As a matter of' fact, an hon. member-I tlnnk 
the hon. member for Aubigny-said that a 
Common;vealth iniTstigation shoulll be made. 
This pest may or m::y 'not sprcad, but it ~s a 
matter for wry dose scientific investigation. 

The Secretary i'or Agriculture and Stock: 
It has been going on for years. 

::\Ir, IH:IDIO: It may have been going on 
for vcars but the paltry methods now sug­
gest;d to cleal ll"ith the problem will not 
crarlicnte the pest. 

'I' he Seuctary for Agriculture and Stock: 
Do you >nwt me to increase' the rate J 

::ur. XHI.IIIO: I am suggesting that no 
rates be imposed. As a matter of fact, it 
appears to me that this will be another '' Kath­
leen .i\fnvourneen'': Once imposed it will 
continue for all time. Uo\"Ornments have a 
habit of continuing a tax once introduced an_d 
increasing it. 'I'he Minister is handling th1s 



768 Buffalo Fly Control Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Buffalo Fly Control Bill. 

problem in a 'very lackadaisical manner, and 
after listening to the hon. member for Car­
pentrrria, who pointed out that this pest has 
spread south of C1onrurry, I suggest the Bill 
be withdra\Yn and a real effort made to 
grapple with the problem. 

~When the hon. member for Oooroora, as 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock, brought 
down the provisions to deal with the ·buffalo 
fly, he did not impose a tax on the cattlemen. 

lUr. Jones: He suggested a buffer area. 

l\Ir. NIMTUO: He also suggested the 
carrying out of the work from consolidated 
rerenue. 

'l'he Secretary for Agriculture• and Stock: 
He did not. He made use of the Stock 
Diseases Fund. 

l\Ir. NllilUO: It is exactly the same thing. 
I go fmther and suggest that ·this work 
should be undertaken in a very much larger 
way than is suggested. All hon. members 
are really serious in endeavouring to ·arrest 
the spread of this pest in this State but 
£6,000 will not do very much if the matter is 
as f.erious as the hon. member· for Carpen­
taria has said it is. Every hon. member 
realises. that £6,000 cannot go very far, and 
there wrll be certain costs of colkction. 

Moreover, the fun<1 would enable only two 
or thTee men to operate and spray all the 
cattle that may come to southern meatwoTks 
from that aTea. Is that all that is to be 
done'? The buffalo fly is or is not a menace. 
If it is a menace the Minister should with­
dTa\Y the Bill and have additional investiga­
ti?ns made rather than impose a tax that 
wrll become permanent. Measures to combat 
the fly have gone on since 1931, and spraying 
has been undertaken during all that time, but 
the hon. member for Oarpentaria informs us 
that the fly has spread at a rapid rate in the 
past two or threP years. 

I ask the Minister to withdraw the Bill and 
not to impose this tax, which will raise such 
a small amount of money. Let there be a 
full investigation of this pest to ascertain 
if we cannot do something to eradicate it 
from the State. 

Large sums of money were expended in an 
en~eaY_our to emdicatc the prickly-penr 1y 
porsonmg and other means, but >Yithout effect 
until sc;icnce came to the aid and discovered 
the cactoblastis. It is possible that if scien­
tists \Yere to investigate this pest they might 
discover a parasite in the country from which 
the fly originally came. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
Do you not think that has been done~ 

Jir. NUBIO: It may have been done, but 
on a very small scale. There has been no 
veq serious attempt at it. 

The Secrl'tnry for Agriculture and Stock: 
A very intensive and costly biological inves­
tigation extending over a number of years was 
undertaken. Certain hosts were intToduced 
but they failed. 

lUr. NntiMO: But it does not follow that 
you are not going to get a. suitable host. I 
suggest that the investigation is worth con­
tinuing. We all remember that the cochineal 
insect was tried first. for the destruction of 
prickly-pear but it and other insects failed 
and eventuallv we discovered one that did the 
work. I thil{k that in this' Bill the Minister 
is only playing with the job. Ho is asking 
for a wry small sum of money but is impos­
ing an irksome tax. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
But that £6,000 does not represent the total 
cost by any means. That is only the pro­
ducers' contribution to the cost. 

~Ir. NIJUJUO: If that is so, then why does 
the Minister bother with it 9 Although it is 
not much money, this paltry £6,000 will cause 
a great deal of inconvenience throughout the 
State. 

We all realise that the man on the land has 
to work very hard. He puts in all the hours 
of daylight on his farm, then, when he comes 
in at night, he has to sit down and stamp 
various documents. From memory I think he 
has to have a number of little boxes each 
holding a different stamp. He has to have 
postage stamps, duty stamps, State develop­
ment tax stamps, ordinary taxation stamps, 
petrol-rationing tickets, and now the Minister 
proposes to require him to lwve another type 
of stamp. I leave it to the common sense 
of the House to decide whether it is fair to 
bring forward such a Bill 1:s this for the pur­
pose of raising a paltr:" £6,000. 

Question-Tlwt the Bill be now read a 
seconrl time (Mr. Bulcock 's motion)-put; 
alHl the House divided-

AYES, ilO. 
:Wr. Brassington Mr. Larcombe 

Bulcock llfarriott 
Cl ark :\;Ioore 
Collins !\Ioorhouse 
Conroy O'Keefe 
Copley Power 
Devries Slessar 
Dunstan Smith, A. J. 
Farrell Smith, W. Forgan 
Foley 
Gair 
Gledson 
Healy 
Hi! ton 
.Jesson 
.Tones 

Mr. Barnes 
Clayton 
Deck er 
Edwards 
Maher 
Muller 
Nicklin 
Nimn1o 

AYES. 

Mr. Bruce 
Cooper 
Hanlon 

Theodore 
Walsh 
Wi!liams 

Tellers: 
M ann 
Turner 

:\! OE~, 13. 

PAIRS. 

Mr. Sparkes 
Walker 
Yeates 

Tellers: 
Luckins 
Macdonald 

NoEs. 
Mr. Plunkett 

Deacon 
Dart 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

The House adjourned at 5.4 p.m. 




