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568 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 2 OCTOBER, 1941. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. E. J. Hanson, 
Bura'nda) took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

LIQUOR TRADING HOURS. 

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) asked the 
Premier-

'' In view of widespread rumours that the 
Government intend to extend trading hours 
under the Liquor Acts during the present 
session, will he kindly state what are the 
Government's intentions in this regard~'' 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
1\.bckay) replied-

'' It is contrary to parliamentary prac­
tice to make statements of policy in reply 
to questions. I advise the hon. member not 
to become a follower of dame rumour.'' 

AGRICULTURAL FARM TENURES. 

~Ir. NICKLIN (lVIurrumba), for lUr. 
l'IAI,KEI~ (Cooroora), asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

'' 1. How m any leases of agricultural 
farms expired in 1940 ~ 

"2. Of that number, how many (a) 
applied for a: freehold title, (b) applied for 
an extension of lease, thereby retaining a 
right to a freehold title, and (c) converted 
to perpetual lease~'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANnS 
(Hon. E. J. Walsh, Mirani) replied-

'' 1. The original 20 years' leases of 23 
agricultural farms expired in 1940. 

"2. (a) 4; (b) 16; (c) 2. In one case 
the selector has not yet exercised his 
option.'' 

RUM ALLOW."U\CE, DUNW!CH BEXB~\'OJ.E:\T 

INSTITUTION . 

.iUr. 3IULL~11 (Fassifern), for 1\Ir. 
PLUN'KET'r (Albert), asked the Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs-

' '\Vhat is the present r1aily allowance o~ 
rum to Dunwich inmates who receive an 
issue from institution stock g'' 

The SECRETARY l'Olt HEAL'l'H ANn 
IIO~UE A"FFAIRS (Hon. E. lVI. Hanlon, 
Ithaca) replied-

'' There is no daily issue of rum to 
Dunwich inmates. Rum is only issued to 
inmates on the authoritv of the n1edical 
superintendent. The amount issued is as 
prescribed by the medical superintendent.'' 

PROSPECTING FOR GOLD AND OIL SHALE. 

JUr. DART (Wynnum) asked the Secre­
tary for :Niines-

'' l. How many prospecting permits for 
petroliferous shale were issued in 1940-41 'I 

''2. \Vhat was the total amount of finan­
cial assistance for prospecting or mining in 
1940-41 for (a) gold, (b) shale~" 

'l'he SECRETARY .FOR MINES (Hon. 
D. A. Gledson, Ipswich) replied-

'' 1. J1'iYc. 
'' ~- (a) Gold anrl other metals, £36,481 

17s. 10d.; (b) shale and coal, nil." 

PROPO~ED (~l~EEi'!GI._\1\:D JHIRY lE~ 's 
0RGANISATIO"i. 

1\fr. JIULLER (Fassifern) asked the Sec­
retary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' 1. Is it proposed to take another refer­
endum of dairy farmers on the question of 
the fOTmation of a Queensland dairymen's 
organisation 9 

'' 2. If so, when does he expect that sucll 
a'ction yrill be taken 7 '' 

The TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer), for The SE{~RETARY FOR AGRI­
CULTUUE ANn STOCK (Hon. :W. W. 
Bulcock, Dareoo), replied-

'' 1 and 2. A deputation from the dairy­
men's organisation waited on the hon. the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock recently, 
and requested that a ballot, to provide for 
compulsory organisation and levies, be 
taken amongst the daiTymen of the State. 
The question of funds to take the ballot 
was mised, but so far has not been settled. 
I understand that an application for the 
necessary finance is to be made to the 
Butter Board, of which I understand the 
hon. member is a member. \Vhen a deci­
sion is arriyed at it will be communicated 
to the dcputationists.'' 

MUNITION \VORK, IPSWICH RAILWAY 
WORKSHOPS. 

lllr. NililJ\IO (Oxley) aslcecl the Minister 
for Transport-

'' 1. Has the State Government entered 
into a contract for the manufacture of shells 
at the Ipswich R.ailway Workshops~ 
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'' 2. If so, have any shells yet been 
<1Pli,·cred under such contract~ 

'' il. Has any war equipment of any kind 
been supplied to the Commonwealth authori­
ties from the Ipswich Railway Workshops''' 

The MINISTEI~ FOR TRANSPORT (Hon. 
J. Larcombe, Rockhampton) replied-

'' 1 to 3. The Queensland Railway 
Department was awaiting word. to proceed 
with an almost completed contract for the 
making of shells when the Commonwealth 
authorities advised that they intended to 
erect an ammunition factory at Rocklea, 
at which shells would be manufactured. 
Therefore, they asked the Railway Depart­
ment not to proceed with the manufacture 
of shells, bnt, in lieu thereof, to manu­
facture tools and gauges for use in the 
aforesaid ammunition factory. Accord­
ingly, the Ouecnsland Govel'nment has 
erected, expeci11ionoly, a fine tool and gauge 
room at T pswich at a eost of £60,000. 
About £:10,000 worth of machinery will be 
installed by the Queensland Government, 
apart fl'om the machinery that will be 
supplied b:v th,. Federal Gowrument. In 
1940-41 munitions ·work to t.he value of 
approxinwtcly £24,000 was carried out at 
the Ipswi<'h workshops and supplied to the 
B'ederal anthorilies. In aduition, further 
<:ontraet.s arc now being fulfilled, and 
nnmition >York is being can·ied out in Rock­
hampton also. Representatives of the 
Munitions Department who visited Queens­
land reLently expressed very high opinions 
of the work being done. The Queensland 
Go.-ernment is co-operating to the fullest 
extent >Yith the J<'ederal Government in the 
1·itn! >var effort, and in conclusion, I would 
<·all the attention of the hon. member to a 
paragrap}J which appenred in the 'Tele­
gTaph' newspapel', Brisbane, on 19 August, 
1941: ' . . 'l'hc State Government is 
,g'rarpllng: uJ.rne-;:tly v;i~h its share of ·war 
problems and is wisely looking ahead pre­
paring for tlw post-" ar tasks that are 
already taking shape.' '' 

COMPE:'i'SATION FOR INJURIES, CIVIL DEFEXCE 
PERSONNEL. 

Mr. ltiANN (Brisbane), without notice, 
asked the Secretary for Health and Home 
Affairs-

'' 1. Has the Commonwealth Government 
undertaken to rn·ovide compensation for 
civil defence personnel injured- (a) during 
training; and (b) as a result of enemy 
action? 

'' :2. Is such protection yet in opemtion? 

'' 3. If not, will the s·tate Government 
provide compensation in such circum­
stances'!' ' 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HO~IE AFFAIRS (Hon. E. M. Hanlon, 
ltha~a) replied-

'']. Yes. 
''2. No. 

'' 3. The Air Raid IV m· dens Act provides 
compensation to air raid. wardens for injury 

arising through enemy action. It is pro­
posed to make provision for compensation 
to all Ciivil uefence voluntary personnel 
injmed in training and exercises in addition 
to injury as a result of enemy action, until 
the Commonwealth Government's scheme 
comes into operation.'' 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed:-

Heport of the Queensland Meat Industry 
Doan1 for the year 1940-41. 

Report of the manager, Golden Casket Art 
Union, for the year 1940-41. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. BRAND (Isis) (10.36 a. m.), by leave: 
I wish to make a personal statement. In 
the Brisbane ''Courier-Mail'' of t-his morning 
there appears an article on Country-National 
organisation in the form of a statement 
alieged to ha.-e been made by the Leader of 
the Opposition, the hon. member for Mm­
rumba, last night. 'rhe article contains these 
words, ''All Queensland State and Federal 
Country PaTty and United Australia Party 
members were members of the C.N.O. '' During 
the debate on the Address in Reply in 
this Parliament recently I informed you, 
Mr. Speaker, that I was clcctccl by the people 
to sel've the Counh'y Party in this Parlia­
ment, and therefore I was not a member of 
the Countq-National Organisation. I have 
not indicated to the Leader of the Opposition 
or any other person that my views, then 
stated, had changed; therefore, the state­
ment refenerl to is, so far as I am concerned, 
both misleading and mischin·ous. 

DEATH OF Ho:'i'. ,J. 1\fULLAN. 

MOTION OF CONDOLENCE. 

The PREJUH~R (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) (10.37 a.m.), by leave, without 
notice: I moYe-

' '1. '!'hat this House desires to place on 
record its sense of the loss this State has 
sustained by the death of the Hon. John 
Mullan, a former member of the Parlia­
ment of Queensland and ::'vfinister of the 
Crown. 

'' 2. 'That MT. Speaker be requested. to 
convey to the widow and family of the 
deceased gentleman the above resolution, 
together with an expression of the 
sympathy and. sonow of the members of the 
Parliament of Queensland in the loss they 
have snstainr ,1. '' 

The late hon. gentleman, Mr. Speaker, repre­
sented the electorate of Charters Towers 
during the 17th and 18th Pal'liaments of 
Quecnsland-5 February, 1908, to 15 March, 
1912. He was elected to the Commonwealth 
Senate nt the general elections of 1913 and 
1914. He was elected as member for Flinders 
to the 21st Parliament of Queensland on 
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16 :\larch, HJ18, and representec1 that elcc· 
toratc through the 22nd, 2:\rd, 2•Hh, and 25th 
Parliaments. Under the Electoral Districts 
Act of 1931 the electorate of Flinders was 
altered to Carpentaria, and Mr. Mullan was 
retumed for that electorate in the 26th 27th, 
and 28th Parliaments. He did not dontesi 
the last election. He was Minister without 
portfolio from 22 Octobm·, 1919, to 12 Novem· 
her, 1920, and Attornoy-Gonenl from 
12 Noyembor, 1920, to 20 May, 1929, and 
from 17 June, 1932, to 14 November, 1940. 

'rho late hon. gentleman, Mr. Speaker, 
rendero<l extremely valuable service to 
Qucenslcmtl ~nd .-\ustralia. He was a great 
parlhtn1cntnrian, he '\'ns a great n1nn, he 'vas 
a r~rc,tt mate. He \Yas Attorney-General of 
Queensland for longer period than any 
other ocrnpant of that office. He carried out 
his dntics with distinction, with the utmost 
prolJity, and ·with advantage to the cause of 
jnstiLc in Queensland. 

It i:; unusual for one who is not a lawyer 
to hold the portfolio of Attorney-General, but 
I have hi'anl distinguished members of the 
legal profession say on numerous occasions 
that .Tohn Mullan ''as the best Attomev· 
General they had know11. He exercised Iio 
pr~tr01wgc. He granted briefs to men who 
could best argue them in the courts. He 
pla;·ea a prominent part in the life of 
Australirt in countless directions. 

I had the honour and privilege of being the 
personal frieml of John l\Iullan for approxi· 
matcly 30 years. He was my valued counsellor 
and eo lleagne dnring the whole of that period. 
His Tire experience and broad humanitarian 
outlook >Here of tremendous value in dealing 
with all problems. He ab·ays sought to get 
at the root of any problem because he realiserl 
that no problem is really solved unless it is 
solvocl rightly. He has left his mm·lc on the 
statute-books of thi, State and the Common· 
wealth. E1·erv member of Parliament il'l'e· 
spec1 i1·e of tl;e party to >Yhich he bdlongs, 
held him in high esteem. 

Honourable ltiembers: Hear, hear! 

PUElUIER: I do not know of any­
one any >Yalk of life who had other than 
the utmost respect for our late colleague. He 
raised a large and estimable family, a family 
that was like himself, well bred an<l well 
trninca. Some of his fmnily are sening in 
the fighting forces in the present war, as 
they did in the last war, in which one of 
them was killed. 

'l"he late hon. gentleman had been ill for 
some time. fio great vras his sense of public 
duty that when he first became ill, he, of his 
own volition, offered me his resignation. I 
said to him, ''John, you h:we an excellent 
chance of getting bc~tcr. You had better take 
a holiday and have a rest.'' The work of a 
Minister is hard and exacting, and I thought 
that a rest >Yould reston) his vitality and 
enable him to resume his duties. He took that 
leave, but towards the end of it he decided 
quite definitely that it was his duty to resign, 
not only his portfolio,. but also his seat in 
this Parliament. He notified both me and his 
electors to that effect. 

John }'d ullan had no other desire than to 
serYe the people. He was punctilious in every· 
thing in both his public and private life. 
He had a high standard of honour, a very 
genial and friendly personality, and, I repeat, 
was a >'crv wise counsellor. His vievvs were 
very valu~ble on any problem that came 
before Parliament or before the people. I 
acknowledge, a" I have clone on previous 
occasions, the fact that I personally am under 
a great debt of gratitude to my late colleague. 
His help, his support, and his advice always 
strengthened and sustained me. vVe all there· 
fore share with his family a deep sense of 
loss. 

His last illness developed quite rc~ently, 
and he decided to enter the Mater Hospital 
for treatment. He notified me of his decision, 
and I called upon him on the day before he 
was due to undergo his operation. He dis· 
cussed his position with me perfectly 
frankly and said that, if he got well, it was 
good; if he did not, still all was well. There 
was no pathos, no attempt to brace himself 
for any ordeal. He looked on the gates of 
death calmly and philosophically, sustained by 
the deep and abiding faith that he cherished 
all his life. It was a moving experience and 
one I shall never forget-the >my in which 
he spoke to me there on his bed in hospital. 
My boy drove me to the hospital and I told 
him afterwards that if he or any of us met 
our end with the same courage and the same 
fortitude as J olm Mullan then we should be 
real men right unto the end. Unfortunately, 
the operation he contemplated could not be 
performed; his trouble was too far ad Yanced. 
He told me so, still ealm, still tranquil, for 
though his bodily strength was impaired his 
courage neyer Ymned. So John Mullan died 
at 8 o 'dock last night. On behalf of all 
hon. members, and on my own behalf, I offer 
sincere sympathy to his family. It is a very 
fine family and, haprJily, they were with him 
to the eml. 

We arc often apt to forget the tremendous 
mental strain that a man undergoes in the 
ltul'ly-burly of public liic. It always has 
an effect upon the body. John was small in 
stature, ncycr robust in physique, but he 
lwc1 :1 great soul, a great mind, and tlw worl<l 
is immeasurably rid1er becauee in it he set 
an example that nll of us >Yould do well to 
follo\Y. Let ns gi,·e flrst place in our public 
life to the prineiple of the balance of publir· 
achnntage. I~ct us seck the public good at 
all times, in season and out of season! .J olm 
clitl that ~u the time. He liYed well and died 
well, and Queensbnd has been enriched 
becmrcc of the service that he unselfishly 
gave to her. · 

nr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (10.52 a.m.): 
I clcsire to as~ociate myself with the motion 
of sympathy to the relatives of the late Hon. 
,John Mullan so feelingly moved by the 
Premier. All of us >vho had the privilege 
and honour of knowing the late hon. gentle· 
man appreciated him and knew his worth. 
He gaye almost a lifetime of distinguished 
service to his State and his country, and 
his public record is one of which any man 
might feel very proud. \Vhen the history 
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of Queensland is >nit ten, the name of J ohu 
Mullau will feature very largely in it. He 
had a particularly pleasing personality and 
a ready wit that endeared him to all who 
came in contact with him. We all admired 
his ability and his application as Attorney­
General. I venture to say that the masterly 
manner in which he handled the very many 
different problems associated with the legis­
lation that he put through this Parlimnent 
led many of us to appreciate his great ability 
anrl his great tact more fully than we othe,:­
"·ise should. I recall several occasions when 
the even tenor of PaTliament was disturbed, 
but the sense of hummu, the tart and the 
ability of the late hon. gentlema;, enabled 
him to smooth out the difficulties that 
threatened to aJ·ise. and so the legislation 
he was hanr1ling · went through without 
nny untomud incidents. Tlwt is just an 
example of how the hon. gentleman used his 
tact, his humour, and his wit to smooth out 
many of the problems of this House. 

'l'he State >vill unquestionably be the 
poorer by the passing of the lntc Hon. ,John 
~1:1lla_n, and th_e members of the Opposition 
,10111 m cxtendmg our deepest sympathy to 
his relativr,, 

The motion >Yns carried, hon. members 
standing in silence. 

POST-WAR PLANNING. 
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Debate resmne<l from 18 September (see 
p. 382) on Mr. Col! ins's motion-

'' 'rh at in oTC1er to assist post-war plan­
nin.g this Parlimnent rc<west the national 
Parliament to give whatever protection is 
necessary to the primarY and secondnry 
inch:stric, that :ne natur~l to this countr:,. 
anr1 cconomieally possible, and also to make 
financ-e aYail~hle to cHsurc that ihese indus­
tries shall be successfully established, so 
that they mny provide full employment for 
our returned soldiers and othei citizens, 
nnd make it possible to encourage suitable 
migrants ~o A~1stralia, thus enabling onr 
p_eople to ln·e without undue fear of aggres­
swn from without, or in idleness and want 
from within.'' 

On which Mr. Nieklin had moved the follow­
ing amendment:-

''In the second line omit the "1\'0rds­

, request tbe national Parliament to 
give whatever protection' 

:mcl insnt in lieu theTeof the words-

' rxpre~ces i+s willino·nrss to eo­
operate with the nati~nal Parliament 
in r,lving \Yh:ttcvcr assistnnce' 

''In the last line omit the word­

'h1.' '' 

The PREliHER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
::\Iaeka~') (10.58 a.m.): I want to congrntu­
late ihe hon. member for Cook on bringing 
this moiion fonYard. There can be no doubt 
a bout the imporbnee of post-wnr plnnning. 
There can be no doubt also of the essential 

need that that planning should be canied 
out on a just basis in order to give that 
security of life which all inclustTious people 
in a civilised community are entitled to have. 

Involved in the problem, of course, is the 
whole economic and social outlook and basis 
of life. Why do people nee cl security? Why 
is it that many people are in want amidst 
plenty? 

\\'hy is it that we have riches on the one 
hand and poverty on the other? 'Why do we 
have idle Tesources such as unused raw 
mateTial when hnndTecls of thousands of 
people are requiring the products into which 
that Taw material eould be converted? The 
>vho le economic and social structure of a 
couni:Ty is involved in those questions, and 
therefore it is fitting and proper for PaTlia­
mcnt on private members' clay, or any other 
day, to consider them. 

Our nttitmle towanls life has materially 
changed <luring the last 30 years. Rival 
ideologies haYe been at work. The dewlop­
ment of education-ecluc~ltion being made 
the right of all instead of the privilege of 
the few-has set people thinking in 
directions in which it wa.s not customary 
f01· them to think before, and they 
have begun to ask themselves: what 
plane does a man occupy in a civilised 
community, >Yhat are his rights, whnt are his 
responsibilities or his duties~ A great many 
of us, 1fr. Speaker, are very conscious of our 
rights. Rights can always be stnted voci­
ferously, either on the platform or in the 
Prns, but it is a fundnmental truth that 
there is no right without a corresponding 
duty. 

I saicl YesteTdav afternoon that the only 
limit theni' should be to libeTty is the measur'e 
in which an individual is prepared to accept 
responsibility. Democracy, to be valuable, 
to be effectiYe, to be complete, must mean 
the acceptance of discipline, the acceptance 
of the rule of reason and justice, and the 
acceptance of individunl responsibility for 
carrying out faithfully the duties of 
ritizenship. 

The economic history of the world is very 
interesting. I do not pTopose even to make 
a short revie>Y of it; suffic<; to say that the 
industrial revolution, the introduction of 
mechanisation in industTy, nltered men's lives 
and their habits of life. Cottage industries 
had been carried on, the soil had been tilled 
and men had lived on the product theTeof, 
but that mode of life was, to a large extent, 
submerged when towns and cities were 
formed and ugly factor;es built, and instead 
of working in the sunshine tilling the soil, 
men began to work within walls, very often 
in unsatisfactorv and insanitary com1itions. 

The first great fight for reform in modern 
industry was the fight for jnst and reason­
able conditions in those factories. Earl 
Shaftesbury and others were pioneers in that 
struggle. Children worked in factories, in 
the cotton mills, and eoalmines. Children 
were often born in the coalmines. When a 
coalmine was sold the j)l'Operty and the labour 
used in that mine wnre often sold also. The 
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lives of people at that time are well portrayed 
by such writers as Hood :ind Ebenezer Elliott, 
who by their genius drew public attention to 
the injustice of these things. Gradually con­
ditions improved. MOTe air was let into 
factories. Men and women were safeguarded 
against the danger of being dragged into 
machinery and maimed or killed. Legislation 
was passed in countless different directions in 
order to protect human life. All these things 
m·e good and represent a step forward. 

The problem of production, the providing 
for the needs of the people, has, to a very 
large extent, been sohed. The old idea of 
individual businesses has, to a very large 
ex'tcnt, passed ~nv:::y :ulCl now joint-stock 
companies, trusts, a]]([ combines operate. 
With the skilful manag"ment of industry and 
its mechanis:::tion the needs of the people 
can be producecl in abundance and that 
abund<ence should be available for all. The 
capacity to produce is nnlimitod. At one 
time it was thought by many investigators 
that population ~would increase at a greater 
rate than the capacity of the world to sustain 
that population. 'rhos~ people dirl not take 
into account the npplication of science to 
industry. They did not have a knowledge 
of the work of men such as Pan·er and 
countle"s others that J could mention. All 
industry and agriculture have hncl their pro­
ducth·it.·;· cnormolmly increased by inventive 
genius, mecbanisntion, nnc1 the use of scien­
tific :nrthods. Rtu~1·t Chase, a very noted 
Amer1e<1'n \vriter, Dlnungst others, called 
attention to the fact that one of the problems 
of poverty is due to the fuct thnt production 
outpaceo solvent demand~economic Y·Titers 
before him had called attention to thnt proba­
bilitv~and conscquentlv then' arc n'c"rrin<" 
eycl~s of depression in ~vhich the good thing~ 
of hfe have been proiluced in abund~mcc and 
the shelves of warehouses are full of the 
results of human la hour applied to natura 1 
resources, but they nre produced quicker tlwn 
the people's capncity to pay for th~m is 
expanded, so that a depression ensnes ancl 
men arc put off, which, of eoursc, means thaJ~ 
the deprcs•ion heconw~ a Yicions circle ancl 
inereascs in intensity. 

It is said that increase of appetite growa 
by what it feeds on, and certainly the snow­
ball growth of a depression cannot be over­
estimated. Throw men out of employment, 
reduce their capacity to buy and consume 
goods, and the resulting snowball effect 
brings about depression in all industry within 
a very short period, and every form of human 
activity becomes involved, 

Some people think we can sit down and 
wait until the surplus of goods is consumed, 
that then thoro will be demand for new ones, 
and so we shall ha1·e the end of the depres­
sion. Thnt is not scientific law. I have 
called attention to the fact that the amazing 
increase in productivity is due to the applica­
tion of scientific methods to production. We 
must apply scientific methods to the distribu­
tion as well as the production of wealth and 
by that means enable people to get the 
security in life upon which civilisation depends 
for its continuance. 

The great war thnt is raging at the prese~t 
time has materially affected every country m 
the world, whether it is actively engaged in 
it or not. 'r he economic balance of trade ha~s 
been seriously disturbed, and exchange has 
been greatly affected. After the war, "hen 
normal conditions may prevail again, there 
are going to be fresh as well as old problems 
to face the chief of wllich is the a'chievement 
of world peace without which there can be 
no indi1·idual ~ocurity. Everything in life 
must be paid for in one form or another. If 
we desire world lW cce~as we do--then we 
must pay the pr-ice for it. I suggest seri­
ously that the price of 1vorld peace will. be 
immensnrably less than the cost of recurrmg 
world wnr. So that, both ethically and econo­
mically, world peace is essential to civilisation. 

The public will not continue to be satisfied 
with the old order. There is nothing perman­
ent or static in anv human inst.itution. Man 
is greater than the" institutions he establishes, 
he is greater than the instruments he uses, 
and consequently just as manufachuers and 
others enter for the demand for new ~oocls. 
so we must cater for the newly-awakened 
needs of mankind in the economic and social 
spheres, and the one requirement thnt stanrls 
above all others is that umleserved poverty 
mnst be banished from the earth for nll time. 

Uonourahle ~Iemhe:rs: Hear, hear! 

Tlte PREJ\UER: Some people have the 
idea that the State owes them a living. T 
do not accept that view; I never have. That 
is to define Ln bour 's policy wrongly. I ·1 bour 
stands for the right to work, the right to 
earn, and the right to enjoy, and consequently 
the economic instruments of the country must 
be so conb·olled that all people will il~tY<c the 
right to work, the right to earn, and the right 
to enjoy. 

I read a pamphlet~Pamphlet No. 5-
that 1vas issued many years ago by the 
Pnbian 8oeiety, which lwrl then and still 
has many distinguished men amongst its 
members. r t was 'nilten by n house­
painter, an cl \HIS entitled '' vVh_y Arc the 
J\Innv Poor~'' It showed hoth in writing 
and ·· by diagrams the inequitable dish+ 
bution of wealth in G,-eat Britain. It 
showed that 5 per cent. of the popula­
tion owned 95 11er cent. of the wealth of 
that country. The author went through the 
various social strata and showed how the 
inequitnhle division of wealth was effected. 
He concluded by asking, '' vVhy are the many 
poor~" and answering "Beca'use tl;e few are 
rich.'' In other words, monopolies enabled 
some people to take to themselves the greater 
value of the wealth produced and @e it for 
their own needs, whilst others were merely on 
a subsistence level. Men were employed when 
it 'vas profitable to employ them anrl dis­
charged when no profit was to be made from 
their labour. It is not in keeping with thP 
dignity of mankind in general that man should 
he an economic slave. ~1an shoul•1 be giYen 
the opportunity to earn his livelihood and 
hnve sufficient leisure to develop those elements 
of character that are latent in the souls of 
nll decent people. It should be within tho 
reRlm of human ingenuity to devise a system 
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whereby undeserved poverty will be entirely 
e~;minated. 

Honourable ::IIembe,rs: Hear, hear! 

The PREJUIER: Justice in the economic 
field, in the production and distribution of 
wealth, should be the rule rather than the 
exception. It may be a difficult task. I 
realise that the processes of development have 
improved man's social status, but they must 
be accelerated and they must be made the 
major issue. I have no need to become 
engrossed with the problems of production, 
]Jut we are concerned about the equitable dis-
1r1hution of the things that we can produce, 
:1 nd in order to accomplish that distribution 
society must be organised on a 'liffcreut basis 
from that of to-day. The basis of what is 
known as Hitlerism is not by any means a 
new idea. Probably Nietzsche was its great­
r:>t exponent. Hon. members who care to read 
in the Pal'liamentary Library such books as 
''Thus Spake Zarathustra,'' and books by 
l:lcrnhardi and others, will find that those 
writers postulated a type of supermen who 
\Vould be the leaders of nations, and because 
of their power would have complete control 
o\·cr the rest of the people within the nations. 
From there the attempt to control the rest of 
the world would be a short step indeed, based 
of course on force-in war, victory is to the 
strong, and therefore the game of modern 
production should be to the economically 
strong. 

There is no moral order in such a concep­
tion of gowrnment or of civilisation. The 
moral order of a country sets the standari! 
for its economic order. ~Who was it who 
said, ''Am I my brother's keeper?'' He 
wanted to rid himself of his responsibility 
for somronc else. Mutual aid is a neccssa1·y 
part of society. an<1 the da:vs when man could 
live in spleurlifl isolation from his IellmY-lllCn 
hm·e gone. Men now woTk collectively. Not 
only is man a gregarious animal, but all men 
work together, each performing a given paTt 
of the task to be done. One may fall the 
i ''CP, another plough, another sovv, another 
'·eap, but the grain that is harvested is the 
rroduct of the collective effort of all. So that 
f\ually all things used by mankind are the 
result of the collective effort of those engaged 
in a common task with a common object. 

What is wrong with the principle of collec­
ti 1·e ownership of the product and the equit­
able distribution of the product on that basis? 
If world peace, if unemployment with all the 
evils attendant on unemployment arc to be 
got rid of, then these questions must bo faced 
honestly and squarely. After all, what is the 
'"lue of what is called richesP A man mav 
kn~e an income of £15,000 a year, but he may 
11ot be able to enjoy a good meal. A man 

own a great deal of land, but he may 
he ahle to use it effectively. 

A man material needs are comparatively 
fev;: he requires food, clothing, ancl shelter. 
Society c·:m supply all three in great abund~ 
ancc. \Yhy is it then that we do not approa·rh 
honestly tl<c problem of national security? If 
;nen had scenrity for old age, if they knew, 
In fad, that their children would be educated, 

and if they had the right to work, earn, and 
enjoy, what advantage would there be in the 
accumulation of what is called wealth~ None 
at all. It would be of immeasurably greater 
value to see everybody happy, and everybody 
enjoying security of a sufficiency of the essen­
tial material things of life. Granted that 
security of the material needs of life, the 
capaeity for mental expansion tha:t lies latent 
in mankind would be immediately stepped up. 
That is a tremendous capacity, hitherto 
unlmown and untouched. I can visualise a 
state of society under which justice would 
be supreme, not only in law and in the courts, 
but also in the distribution of wealth, in the 
production of which all people are collectively 
eugaged. If world peace is to be achieved 
an(l post-war problems are to be solved, it 
must be along those lines. 

The motion visualises quite a number of 
things, the establishment of primary and 
secondary industries, suitable protection for 
them, and the necesmiry :finance. All these 
things are but the instruments that should be 
n.,ed to obtain the orJjectiYe. 

Finance, like other things, should be made 
a public servant. Industry should be a public 
servant. Do not mistake me when I use the 
term ''public. servant''; I am not talking 
about public or ci1·il scnants engaged in a 
G oYernment office, but using the term in its 
possibly widest sense of s0rving the public in 
the production or distribution of the essentials 
0 r linman wellbeing. 

All production should be a public service, 
awl so should our :financial institutions. 
The :financial institutions in this country have 
done their job under their charters Yery well, 
but it is obvious that private enterprise can­
not under those charters cat~:r for national 
needs; and it is becoming ap]Jnrent in this 
as well as in other countries ihnt banking 
and :finance should become :1 1 'ublic s •rYant. 
It is virtually becoming so in Grc:1t Britain 
a nil Canncla anrl in N c>w Zcalancl. This is 
the only country in the worl•1 i hat I know 
of whci·e brml,il1g lnw hns not been hronght 
into conformity with the principle of public 
srryiec. 

Dr. Sehacht. one of the greatest men I 
eyer met, lair! down the new financial system 
of Germany and was enabled thereby to 
rejuvenate ~German industry and build up a 
strong econon<ic fabric. Orthodox people 
\Yho did not wnut any change often wrote or 
said that tl1is financial fabric would break 
rlown. It has not broken down. That is the 
test-how doe~ the thing· WOTk 1 

People will tell you that Japan is financi~ 
ally bankrupt. Who believes that~ No-?ne 
who is a realist. The central bankmg 
system of Japan is based on the national 
r·outrol of inYestment and :finance. So is that 
uf Italy, so is the Central Bank of Canada 
and the Central Bank of New Zealand. There 
has been no amendm·cnt of the law in Aus­
tralia, but the principle of the mobilisation 
of the :financial resources of this country is 
Tecognised in Mr. l<'adden 's Budget. I am 
not discussing the extent to which he pro­
poses to use it. It is sufficient for my 
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purpose to inrlicaie that he recognises in his 
E1<d,.,ct tlw nr<·c, city during a nationnl erisis 
of 1notilis:1tinn of the financinl rcsonrccs of 
the Commo11wcalth, so that theY will be at 
the rlisposal of the Commonwealth. If it is 
a goo<l thing to do that during a period of 
war. what is wrong· with doing it during 
a pcriorl of peace? What is wrong with 
nation:1l plmming when normal conditions 
arrive nft<•r this foul nnd hellish war has 
lJCen brought to an en<]~ I sny that all the 
n 'wm·ces of the nation. nil the brains of 
the nation. and all the ·moral power of the 
nation should be mobilised in order to pro­
Yide security for the rlceent people of this 
counh-y and make this country attTactive 
to other people as well. 

'l'his country will IWYcr be safe until ''"" 
L:ne nearly 20,000,000 of a population. 

lUr. Lnckins: 40,000,000. 

The PREi\IIEJ:: You can have as many 
millioJJs 2.:) the c·ountry can carry; I tnn 
11ot placing any limit on what the rountry 
r·an c·~ilT}, !HJt 1 am ~ccking to establish the 
1H·opusU1on 1l1at tltns(_~ ihings tan be cffec­
li,·cly done only if '' e lny tloY>n a just, 
economic basis of society. 

There must be justice for all, economically 
as well as in courts of law. The spectre of 
unemployment should bo banished from the 
home; it should be regarded as being in the 
same class r,s the loginllls you see in a 
museum. In that YYay you will builcl man 
into a greater being and bring him closer 
to the ideal. 

'l'he war, of course, has to be won, the 
peace has to be won, and it will require just 
as much courage to win tlte peace as it will 
to win the war. The 'nu is not yet won. 
J\Iany people apparently do not realise how 
grave is the situation in Australia. 'J'he 
Australian people are as much in danger of 
::ggression as are those in :my other country 
in the ·woTld, and in order to retain our 
freedom we must be as '"illing to fight and 
'"ork as the people of Russia are fighting and 
'"orl<ing to-day. I am full of admiration for 
the wonderful struggle that the Russian 
people are putting up. Some people said 
that in the face of Gcrmanv the" would la gt 
only four or at tbe most" six \Yeeks. \Ye 
know that the Russian :umies have held up 
the groat Gennnn armies, and that the 
Russian people arc mol>iliscd on a national 
basis to resist invasion and aggression. 
Nothing less will suffice. 

That applies in a crisis to us all. We 
must organise all the resources of this country 
for defence purposes, and we must so 
organise them that we can continue to use 
t~em in meeting the post-war problems that 
w1ll confront us immediately after the \Yar. 
\l'e must not only defeat the enemy on the 
battlefield, but we must defeat the enemies 
of human _lif~-unemployment, poverty, 
msease, prosbtutron, and all the other evils 
that arise because of pm'erty. If you want 
world peace you must pay the price. 

('J'imo, on motion of Mr. Lnrcombe, 
extended.) 

The PREJU.IER: I thank hon. members. 
We must awaken ourselves to the realities cf 

war. 'l'he alternative to Yictory is defeat 
and defeat means worse than death. Defeat 
means that the control of this country will. 
pa,qs out of the hands. of the people _of thi 
country, and our children and children '8 

children will be called npon to fight on the 
economic field against the countries that haYf 
a much lower standard tlwn we aim ~~t or baYc 
enjoyed in the past. 

It is wrong to say, Mr. Speaker, th~t th 
Labour Party ~re not in favour of aid t<J 
Russia. \Ye are in faYonr of :~id to all the 
Allies that are resisting aggres,ion. 

Honourable I\! embers: Hear, he2r' 

The PRE::IfHIR: ~We are full of admira­
tion for the magnificent fight that Russia ;., 
putting up. But that does not absolyc us 
from fighting our mn1 bnttles. :"fo-one but 
ourselves can snvc us. I have here the Sydne:· 
''Bulletin'' in which appears fl ~~rtoon hy 
Korman Lindsay, one of the greates" 
cartoonists of the age; I have alw:1;vs enjo~'rd 
his 'York. The cartoons in the Syr1ney 
''Bulletin'' ha vc been splendid over a long 
period of ; cars, nnd I can go back to th< 
car·toons of Phil May. Low, and man;· other­
The cartoon, to whirh I refer depicts n nl!mher 
of men all irlle with, T take it, St:lli•1, nskint:: 
them to YYOrk, and in their moFths :ue pu; 
the words-

'' Keep on your YYar, J oe; you ,,·ill 
"'hat you want when '"e got ouT price. 

If anything is calculated to defent a countr;·, 
it is that damnable idea. l\IoTe tha:1 a yern 
a"o I baicl to an Austmlian \VoTkers' Union 
c~nfeTcnce-I nm ~ member of tlH' Austrn lian 
\Vorkers' Union :1nd haYe lH:en fol' vr~lrs­
tlwt YH' lllU'·t work like hell anrl figlit Jil:c 
hell. There is no other way. 

In the same issue of the Sydney ''Bull<> 
tin'' nppcars a caTtoon by Schofield, under 
the heading: ''Australia's democrntir' 
friends.'' It depicts a number of men gate­
crashing. Some boodle is being distributctl. 
Alongside is an A.I.I''· recruiting office, Jmi· 
there is no crowd there. Is that a corn et 
pictnre of current events 9 It is an exag 
geration of current events, but I should likr• 
to see the same zeal and interest in the 
prosecution of the 'v~n as is displn~-ecl in 
other far less E'ssential diTcctions. 'l'hose t\m 
cartoons should be wirlelv nubliciserl aJHl 
studied, because they cont~1in' n tTemcndouc, 
lesson to us all. 

I have another drawing to YYhich T should 
like to cnll attention. It is lw Angus ::\far­
donall and depicts a director's' TOOm of 
large business.~ Evident!)-. there ha~, been a 
meeting of the directors. Through the board­
room windoYv can be seen the 1·anks o • 
soldiers marching off to war. The Angel of 
Death has appeared in the room, and thP 
directors, co\vering in a corner, cry-

'' Don't take us, take those 40-cent. men 
out there in the street.'' 

Angus Macdonall caricatures the type of man 
who bears with fortitude the sacrifices that 
other men make. 
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There are other people to shed their blood, 
there are others to make sacrifices, but their 
profits and their incomes are not to be 
touched. That is the lesson to be learned 
from that cartoon. It was reproduced from 
'·Life'' by the permission of the publishers. 
The book from which I quoted is ''War vVhat 
For?'' TheTe is a lesson in those' three 
c-artoons that I hope we will all take to 
heart. 

Summing up, Mr. Speaker, I say that the 
11ational oTganisation that is required for 
nffectively and victoriously carrying on the 
-,,·ar is essential also for winning the peace, 
:;nrl giving to the people the secnrity that is 
desired after the nominal peace. It would 
1,(' a Yer:v poor thing indeed if the public 
:c.ot the iilca that employment could only be 
provided in abundance when men were killing 
<.me another. That is the thought of modern 
:-ocicty-none the less-that employment can 
he given in R bundance >'>hen men are killini( 
0ne another. :l\Iy answer is that \VOrld 
secm·it:•, national security, and indiviclnal 
,,rcurity can only come when an abundance 
r>f employment, an abundance of spending 
power, and an abundance of all the good 
things of life are available to those \Yho arc 
willing to earn. If this organisation can be 
set up and if these funds can be found 
during a period of war, if then they are a 
national necessity, they can equally he fonncl, 
and they are equally necessary in the eanse 
of peace. 

In conclusion, :'\fr. Speaker, I again con­
gratulate the mover of the motion and hope 
that it will he earrieil. It is important for 
us to renlise that planning has to be done for 
the winnin;:c of the' war nnrl thr winning of 
the JW''''·'· · 

:':fl'mhers: Hear. ll0ar! 

1Ir. PlE (Hamilton) (11.49 a.m.): I 
listened with a great deal of interest to the 
Premier's speech on this reall;· imporbnt 
"nbject, and I think that the mover of the 
motion hrought it forwan1 free of party 
1·irws, and for the common good of all 
pe-ople. lt is for that reason that I rise to 
speak to it, because as an Independent mem­
b"r in this IT ouse I seek only the common 
g"od of the people. Personally, I am in 
favcnn of the basis of the motion, but feel 
thitt the amPllilment, a, put fon' rcrd by the 
Opposition, puts what is desired in a slightly 
better way. 

Mr. Macdonald: It alters the meaning. 

Jfr. PIE: The word "request" is used 
in the motion, nnr1, especially as >H' do not 
know who will he in power in the Jcet]('l'a] 
P:nlinment in the ftrture, I think that it is 
not so well drafted ns the suggestion ma<le 
by the Opposition that we should ''co-oper­
ate'' with the Commonwealth Govl'rnment in 
eYery way. 

The Premier has introduced a spirit of 
eo-operation and I feel sure after listening to 
him that he has read very fully of Emerson 's 
essay '' Co:npensation.'' I am a regular 
reader of rt, and so I, too, hold the view 

that what you put into life you shall also 
reap. I trust that the mover of the motion 
will reconsider his attitude and agree to 
accept the amendment. 

I should like to speak rather fully on the 
subject of secondary industries. First, there 
is the rumour about-and it appears to be 
developing very rapidly-that in pressing 
the subject of secondary industries on this 
House I am prompted to do so for my own 
personal gain. But I am intensely interested 
in the development of secondary industries 
generally, and I have the right to express my 
own views concerning their development. I 
have no illu~ions about my life. I do not 
1vant anything more out of life than I am 
getting. Any progress that I may make or 
any expansion or development that I may be 
responsible for is certainly not the result of 
a desire for a greater quantity of worldly 
possessions. Let me illustrate my true posi­
tion by quoting from one of Elbert Hub bard's 
books in these words-

'' A man asked to define the essential 
characteristics of a gentleman-using the 
term in its widest SC1Jse->Yould presumably 
reply, 'The will to put himself in the place 
of others; the horror of foTcing others into 
positions from which he would himself 
recoil; the po1Ycr to do 1vlwt seems to him 
to be right, without considering what others 
may say or think.' '' 

And so I am not concerned about what other 
people think of me. I a .cure you, Mr. Speaker, 
that I shall do everything I can to develop 
this State, but the only way to do it pTimarily 
is through our secondary indusb·ies. 

It has been said in this House that hon. 
members should not he pcnnittcd to 11se 
notes in making their speeches. That is a 
wrong conception. I can speak without using 
them, but in order to cleYelop an argument 
a man must put his whole thoughts on paper. 
I spent many weeks in trying to do some­
thing worth while with my first speech in this 
Chamber. I discarded thoughts and I dis­
cnnkd words until I got what I thousht 
represented my views. I want to assure hon. 
members who are against the practice of 
reading speeches, that everything I have said 
in my speeches and everything I shall say in 
this Chamber will be my honest vie•Ys. I 
do not >vant to have any misunderstanding 
about that. 

Reference has been made to Winston 
Churchill. I am a student of Winston 
Churchill because I admire him as the leader 
of our great nation to-clay. It might, there­
fore, be of interest to hon. members to hear 
this extract concerning him-

" Wheneyer Mr. Churchill has time he 
memorises every word, every joke, every 
gesture of a speech. I understand that 
when he was younger he even used to 
rehearse before a mirror; but long experi­
ence has made that, at least, unnecessary.'' 

The Premier: The reflections in the 
mirror become less pleasing as the years 
go on. 

JUr. Mal1er: Some people have practised 
public speaking in a graveyard. 
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Jlr. PIE: Here is something more about 
Vi'inston Churchill-

' ' I r c likes his speeches ty]'ed on small 
piece's of notepaper with every line of each 
paragraph indented so that the first word 
catches his eye more eap,ily. 

''As ono might guess from all this, I\lr. 
Churchill is not a good extemporaneous 
speaker. Jcor many years before entering 
the Hou.'e of Commons he would learn by 
heart and have typed out in full two or 
three a'nd sometimes as mnny as six 
spec'rlles, to be ready for any turn the 
debate might tnke. N e\·crthelcss, :\Ir. 
Clmrchill l1ns bught himself by years of 
patient pradice to creoJe the impression oi 
spontaneity when he spcal,s. He is always 
in close touch with his a\[(1icnce ant1 can 
rise magnificently to a difficult situation.'' 

I have listened to many speC'chcs in this 
House, but after I have done so I wish that 
more hon. m em hers would write their 
t:peerhes, for in thaL en~nt we should hear 
SJleccL· s of a more constructive character. 

Mr. Ji!oorhouse: Hear, hear! 

Mr. PIE: My education has been particu­
lnrly limited. I left school at an e:uly age, 
and anything T haw had in lifo I have ha<1 
to fi;.;ht for. lt may be that those hon. mem­
bers who have thro\,·n aspersions on one or 
two others who ha Ye written their speeches 
probably haYe had a 1etter e<lucation, and 
consequently have a greater capaeity than 
o!hen, lmt as the Premier has said on many 
occ-asions, character is hmnmered out on the 
anvil of life. I'erha'ps those hon. members 
\l'ho han; resoried to rending their speeches 
or peech from Yolnminous notes feel deep 
down in their hearts that they do not wish 
to use any term that might be misconstrued, 
m they want to be quite sure of their sub­
ject matter. 

Jiir. SPEAKER: Order! I am afraid 
that the hon. member has wandered away 
fl·om the qu~stion before the House. 

IUr. PIE: Very well, Sir, I will return 
to it. 

One of the questions emanating from this 
motion is that of protection. It was dwelt 
on the other day by one hon. member, but 
I felt that the main point v. as overlooked­
namely, that without proteetion not a single 
influstry in Australia would be in a flourish­
ing condition at the prest'nt time. I eau 
take my mind back many years when almost 
all the hosierv used in Australia was 
imported from Japan and Leicester, and none 
was manufactured locally. Then a man came 
from Russia and established the hosiery 
industry in the heart of Melbourne, ancl pro­
tection was given to him. My point is that 
>Yithont protection he would not have been 
able to build up the tremendous industry that 
we now haYe here. In fact, without pro­
tection, no hosiery could be manufactlued 
lornll3·. Such gr-eat factories as the Prestige 
and Beau :MonJe plants were built up as a 
result of proteetion. 

It ma'y be arguc<1 that protection is not 
necessary, but in the initial stages of any 

i11dustry in Australia it is vitally necessary 
That brings me to the important point, which 
we must not lose sight of, that every m~ustry 
must be given a clmnce to become cstabllshecL 
Protection must be continued until the neces­
sary plant has been installed and the industry 
well founded. To-day \Ye ha1·e in Austrah:1 
tremendous production. There is no question 
that industry is benefiting considerably from 
our war effort nn<l the shipment of war 
nwterial overs?as. This has enablc<l product,­
prE:\~iously unheard of to he mamda_ctured 
in AustTalin and exported. The rcslllt IS that 
we ha•·e brought our prices down to some­
where near world par·ity. To-da:· \Ye arc 
shipping to all parts of tl10 \Yorld-Indiii, 
Canada, and mauy other countric:'-;-Austril­
linn goo<1s manufa:t-tnrl'd in Austrahan iac­
tcries nt \\·orl<l-parity prices .. 'J'hat has all 
been brought about by productJon-tllPreforc. 
\YC must an·dyse production. 

I ha1·e Lac! experienc'e in production, and 
T haYe stated here befon', and I repeat 
again, that too much money is being m_adc 
out of mu effort because of that production. 
J haYe \Hitten three times to the Department 
of Supply and Deyelopment, and T l1ave al_so 
\nittcn to our Prime ~Iinistcr telling lnm 
tlwt our factory is making too much monev. 
l make that statement here. The profits that 
aTe being made arc abnormnl and not 
warranted in faetories during war. I have 
suggested to our Prime 1\Iinistcr thnt that 
Jlloney should be passed on in tlw nature 
of a war effort-pcrha'ps passed on to tl1c 
C'P]lloyees, provioerl they invest it in war 
loans or war bonds. 

GonJrnmcnt 3Iemhcrs: Hear, hear! 

JUr. PIE: I have received a reply from 
him saying that be would investigate the 
po .. ilion; but when you get your monthly 
balance-sheets out you still see that :yrnu 
rate of profit, due to war orders, is too 
high. It all comes back to my old thoug·ht 
of the first experience \Ye had in industry 
in Q.ueensland ~when we ~were fighting for 
orders, \\·hen we could not get orders aJH1 
we were told that our prices were too high. 
They gave us production and now \Ye tell them 
that the prices they are giving us are too 
hicrh that we are making too much monev. 
T h~ve been in Melbourne and I have seen 
their pTOducts, and I know that given an 
equal chance Queensland industry c:1~ con:­
pete with that of any other State m th1s 
Comrnom.-ealth. 

Another thought that has come to my mind 
-and this is basec1 on tho Pr0mirr's speceh 
-is: \Vhy should not all production he 
hnrnrsserl for peace-time or post-"·"r 
problems? It m a!· he done; it shoulfl he 
done. Pror1uction is the c1ominnting fa<'tor 
or the dominating thought in ever.v factory 
from a cost point of view. If you can keep 
going at full pToduetion for 24 hours a day 
durilw the whole year your costs must come 
clown~yonr oYerhead sinks down to ?bli.-ion. 
Then we have to keep that produehon. Jn 
times of depression wages are reduced, people 
put out of employment and production ~ocs 
down because the people eannot bn!·. rhe 
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thought has occurred to me: Why not try 
the other way-gi,-e them more purc.hasing 
power, keep up production, keep the factories 
going? That is a solution I have discussed 
with many people. I have discussed it with 
the Premier when we were discussing other 
matters. I think that production can be 
harnessed to wages and prosperity. I am 
studying the position very closely now 
because I feel that if we ca'n get the rate 
existing between production and wages in 
terms of money sent back to production we 
have the solution of a very big problem. 

Those are some of the thoughts in my mind 
to-day. I feel that the problem should be 
gone into thoroughly and that we, as a State, 
should lead the way. 

r wish also to refer to post-war problems. 
It is a: question we shall have to solve. The 
Chairman of the Bank of New South \Vales, 
Sir Alfred Davidson, was here recently, and 
I attended one of his lectmes, a report of 
which appeared in the ''Courier-Mail.'' In 
his second lecture he said-

'' We may, in the post-war period, make 
large-scale unemployment a thing of the 
pa'st. 'l'he agent must necessarily be gov­
ernmental. Credit conditions should be 
made fairly easy until reabsorption of 
soldiers and war-workers into peace-time 
industries is well on the way.'' 

Is not that exactly what the Premier said 
to-day: public ""OTks are urgently required 
for transport, water, housing, education, 
administration, soil conservation, and many 
other purposes~ These problem& have to be 
faced now. The statement I have read was 
made by probably the leading banker in 
Australia. These problems lie ahead and have 
to be faced now if' we are to avoid the trouble 
that otherwise will surely overtake us. 

I hold in high esteem a magazine named 
''Time,'' which I receive from America. 
· gives one a wonderful idea of world nrob­

.1s existing, and T cannot do better 'than 
ad an extract from it-

" It is a proved fact that, in the past, 
if you took the most it is possible to pro­
duce and divided it amongst all who were 
alive to share it, the answer was always 
a low standard of living, but if we pro­
duce all that we could and divided it 
amongst the people who arc here to share 
it, we should come out with a very good 
world standard of living for the first time 
in history. ' ' 

'l'hat bears out what I have said: pToduce, 
nd give the money to spend on purchasing 

-.at production. That would be a solution 
ut most of our problems. 

The same paper states that what I am about 
to read is probably one of the most important 
discoveries that have been made by the human 
race in many generations-

'' It has been reliably stated that there 
is a new feeling existing even in Cbina 
to-day amongst the peasant or poorer 
classes that the land belongs to the people, 
and, having fought for it, the men of 

1941-v 

Cbina, like the men of Britain, will have 
much to say about their country's future 
when this war is over.'' 

These are two basic or fundamental prin­
ciples that we must face. I do not desire to· 
quote extensively from papers that I have 
read and studied, but I have chosen what I 
believe to be very important extracts, which 
will convey to hon. members briefly what I 
have in mind. 

Rene Kraus has written a book on the 
leaders of Brita'in to-day entitled, ''The 
Men around Churchill,'' and the following 
is an extract from it:-

''Between two devasting defeats, Nor­
way and Prance, Britons quietly won the 
one victory without which they could not 
hope to survive in World War II.-they 
liquidated the class war in England for 
the duration. Entirely within the frame­
work of their democracy, Britons freed. 
themselves of those fatal tensions and 
cleavages that plague other democracies, 
paralysed Prance. The miracle of Britain's 
outnumbered defence was made possible 
by the miracle of British class-collabora­
tion.'' 

and from '' \Vinston Churchill'' by the same 
author-

'' The fighters of to-day are the petty 
politicians of yesterday. Eccentrics have 
become constructh·e. Revolutionaries are 
now pillars of state and society. Tories 
forget to wear the old school tic.'' 

That is what is occurring in England to-clay. 

A representative of Bentley Engineering 
Works in Leicester, large manufacturers of 
hosiery machinery, interviewed me recently, 
and I took the opportunity to ask him what 
is happening in England to-day. His reply 
was, ''The classes are coming closer than 
ever because we realise that to win this war 
-and win we must-we must be as one 
people.'' I honestly and sincerely feel that 
to do that we in Australia must get together 
and forget class distinctions. We have to 
be as one if we are to win this terrible war, 
which is still ahead of us. 

This war will not be won very easily. 
TheTe is much yet to be done, and we in Aus­
tTalia have to do our part. I tell every hon. 
member of this Committee, whether he be 
Labour, Country-National, or anything else, 
that we shnll never win this war until all 
people get together, until we get round a 
table, each and ewry one of us telling our 
difficulties to the other. Let us see the other 
man's point of view. Let Labour see my 
point of view. Let me see Labour's point 
of view. By that means we shall build 
something of which I think every Australian 
will be proud. In this Chamber I have 
preached the evil of class distinctions. Deep 
clown I have the feeling that the only solu­
tion to our problem is the getting together 
of all people. 

We must now come to what our war aims 
are. I have here a very able description­
! could not have put it into such W.Drds-
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of the meeting of J\Ir. Winston Churchill an<! 
President Roosevelt. To me that was a 
meeting of two men with open minds, two men 
who were willing to sacrifice all their interests 
to the common good of the community as a 
whole. First, I should like to quote Yir. 
\Vinston Churchill as saying-

'' I am not a religious man, but I thank 
God that such a man as you is the heacl 
of your Government at a time like this.'' 

Do hon. members think he could have <lone 
that spontaneously? I feel sure that that 
utterance had been thought out, because no 
man could put so much meaning into so few 
wonls without thinking very deeply. The 
President of the United States ancl the Prime 
Minister of Great Britain arrived at an eight­
point agreement, of which I quote these-

'' 1. Their countries seek no aggrandize­
ment, territorial or other; 

' '2. 'l'hey desire to see no territorial 
changes that do not accord with the freely 
expressed wishes of the people concerned; 

'' 3. 'l'hey respect the right of all people 
to choose the form of government under 
which they will live; and they wish to 
see sovereign rights ::mu self-government 
Testored to those 1vho have been forcibly 
deprived of them; 

'· 4. They will endeavour, with clue respect 
for their existing obligations, to further 
the enjoyment by all States, great or small, 
victor or vanquished, of access, on equal 
terms, to the traue anrl to the raw materials 
of the IYorlcl which are needed for their 
economic prosperity; 

'' 5. They desire to bring about the ful­
lest collaboration between all nations in 
the C'onomic field with the object of secur­
ing, for all, improved labour standi\rds, 
economic advancement, and social security; 

'' 6. After the final destruction of t!H' 
Kazi tyraniJy, they hope to see established 
a peace which will afford to all nations the 
mt'ans of dwelling in safety with1n their 
own boundaries, and which will afford 
assurance that all the men in n ll the 
lands may live out their liws in freedom 
from fear anu want; 

'' 7. Such a peace should enable all men 
to traverse the high seas and oceans without 
hindrance; 

'' 8. They believe that all of the nations 
of the world, for realistic as well as spiritual 
reasons, must come to the abandonment 
of the use of force. Since no future peace 
can be maintai~ed if land, sea, or air 
armaments contmue to be employed hy 
nations which threaten, or may threaten, 
aggression outside of their frontiers, they 
believe, pending the establishment of a 
wider and permanent system of general 
security, that the disarmament of such 
nations is essential. They will likewise 
aid and encourage all other practicable 
measures which will lighten for peace-loving 
peoples the crushing burden of armaments.'' 

I think that demonstrates clearly that the 
men of worth-Churchill, Roosevelt, Eden, 
Sir Alfred Davidson-in fact, all men of 
worth-are thinking of the future. We 
have to think of the future, because it will 
be too late to think when this war is over 
and victory is won. I feel that everyone 
should encourage rather than obstruct 
thoughts of post-war planning. 

I 1yish to deal now with a companv called 
Queensland Fisheries (Proprietary) Limited, 
which went into lifjuiclation. As a matter 
of common interest, I wish to say that I 
became interested in that con1pany towards 
the end of its life. It was formed on 16 
November, ]9:19, anrl got into financial di:ffi­
eulties ou ;) .Tunc, Hl40. I agreeu, after 
consultation with the Bureau of Industry, to 
put some more money into the business, kno~v­
in" that it was not making money, but m 
art"'endeavour to build up a Queensland indus­
try. I personally worked hard; in fact, we 
all did a lot of work. We heard the hon. 
member foT Samlgate at great length about 
the fish to be got on the Queensland coast, 
and I wish to give some details concerning 
them. An elaboTate plan 1vas dTawn np, and 
it wns founrl that certain fisl1 could be pro­
cessed. Jt was found that mullet could 
take the place of New Zealand blue eorl and 
Scotch cod. \Ve pTocessed tailer, mackerel, 
and IYhiting, as well as nl'ullet. A man of 
excellent credentials in tile person of Mr. 
Lees was bronght from Glasgow to help the 
company along. \Ye found tha~ whi~ing was 
not n suitable fish for processmg; m other 
words its flesh could not be smoked. 
:\I ullet was found to be an excellent fish 
to process, and it formed a wry goocl s':lb­
stitntc for the kipper from South Afnca 
awl Scotlan<l. \Ve found Uwt mackerel was 
one of the best fish for smoking that could 
be obtained, ancl in passing, may I ~ay that 
I found mackerel cutlets to be the most 
delicious I have eaten~ 

The possibility of developing the cor. 
pany looked exee.llcnt, and I could not unde. 
stand why, on the figures giwn me, the bus. 
ness should not pay. It 1Yas found that ri 
we got a good run of fish the business eould 
he macle to pay. A budget was prepared, 
ancl it was estimated that if the run of fish 
could be assured, a profit of nearly £1,000 
could be made on a very sm'all capital invest­
ment. \V e had to consiuer the question of 
the run of fish. \Ve believed that in the 
months of January and February goou sup­
plies of mackerel were to be got. We 
expected to get an average run of four and 
a-half weeks in .Tanuary and :E'ebruary and 
process about DOO lb. of mackerel. In Marcl' 
there are no known fish to be processed. In 
April we get the split mullet, but there are 
no fish for processing in J\Iay or June. In 
July the mullet and mackeTel are available, 
and in August mackerel anu tailer, but no 
fish for November and December. 

Mr. Maher: Were you depending on line 
fishing? 

lUr. PIE: I shall come to that in a 
moment. 



Post-war Planning. [2 OCTOBER.] Post-war Planning. 579 

That went on for a while, but the control 
of fish in Queensland is in the hands of the 
State Fish Bonrd. "\Ve could not employ 
fishermen to cntch fish for us unless the fish 
>Yere solcl through the market, but, when they 
>Yere sold through the market, we could not 
get them at a price that would enable us to 
process them profitably. 

Mr. lUassey: That is, buy them back? 

)[r. PIE: Yes. Unfortunately, an abnor­
mal fishing season was experienced-it is 
still abnormal-and we could not get the fish 
that we requil·ed. This company, which should 
have ,been developed, went out of existence. 
The Government guaranteed £1,000 and the 
latest balance-sheet handed to the liquidator 
should have shown a surplus of between £400 
and £500. The people who put in their 
money, a total of about £4,000, lost it, but 
this industry can be developed if nature is 
good with the run of fish; and it should be 
developed. The experience I have gained is 
invaluable, and I am ready to make it avail-
"le to the State at any time. 

I have given the subject of the netting 
of fish great thought. I have a friend 
interested in a business in Victoria-Marine 
Food Products, Limited-an excellent busi­
ness that dmws supplies from South Aus­
tralia and ·westem Australia. They snap­
freeze the fish and process them, and they 
are doing n really good trade. The company 
sent a trmvler right up to North Queensland 
to test the fishing grounds, and, on spenking 
to the man in charge on his way back, I 
learned that it was definit0ly established that 
th0 North Coast of Queensland was not suit­
able for tr:nvling purposes. There is not 
enough surface fish to give us the quantity 
that we require. I still believe that there 
are opportunities for the development of the 
fish industrv hPre. I know that before the 
war thonsm;ds and thousands of pounds worth 
of processed fish were imported into this 
country. I hope thnt the Government will 
give some consideration to the establishment 
of the industries I have mentioned. 

I propose now to discuss the subject of 
population and migration. Most of us, or a 
great number of us, who have visited other 
parts of the world and have seen the condi­
tions under which people live in slum areas, 
particularly in England and the United States 
of Am81'icn, realise that, having regard to the 
standards of this country, such conditions as 
we have seen abroad should not be allowed 
to continue. I am: of the opinion that we 
can induce the people of whom I speak to 
come to Australia only after we have estab­
lished secondary industries here. It is no 
use their going on the land; indeed, it would 
be stupid to put them on the land. They have 
grown up in secondary industry. They have 
become accustomed to working in factories. 
Of course, the conditions under which they 
would live here would be very much better 
than conditions, say, in England. I know 
that people have been brought out from Man­
chester to help in establishing the textile 
trade here. The difficulty is to get these 
people to bestir themselves and decide to 
come to a country like ours, but I am sure 

that once they came they would never return 
to their homeland. 

I myself endeavoured to establish a 
cotton-spinning industry here, but found it 
the most difficult job in the world to get 
people in England to realise that the condi­
tions we live under here would be immeasur­
ably better than their own. I do think that 
the Commonwealth Government aml our State 
Government should paint a better picture 
to the people in England to induce them to 
come here, not to go on the land, but to 
engage in existing industries, and also create 
and build up new industries. That in its 
turn would create a demand for our primary 
products and bring prosperity to the primary 
producer. 

I have nothing more to say on this sub­
ject. I can assure the mover of this motion 
of my co-operation at all times, particularly 
on an:' subject that he >vonld like to discuss 
with me. 

Mr. COLLINS (Cook) (12.26 p.m.}, in 
reply: I regret we cannot agree to the 
amendment moved by the Leader of the 
Opposition. I believe protection is one of 
the main things that industry in this country 
requires. In fact, protection is absolutely 
nec(:ssary in orrler that we may snccessfully 
carry on our present industries, in addition 
to c-reating new ones. How can a young 
eoJmtry like Australia carry on industries 
successfully against olr1-establishecl indus­
tries in the old world, and in view of the 
added advantage that their owners know 
Cl'erything there is to know about running 
and financing them~ Moreover, other coun­
tries have used, and would, if they were 
pennitted, continue to use Australia as 
a dumping ground for their surplus pro­
ducts. It is only by protection, I repeat, 
that the industries of this country have been 
built up. }"or instance, it was only by a 
complete embargo on the importation of 
sugar that our great sugar industry has been 
built up to the point of being the biggest 
money-spinning industry that we have. It 
would be fntile to expect industries in this 
eountry to operate on a practically free-trade 
basis against the rest of the world. We 
should not only have no new industries, but 
should probabiy Jose those we have estab­
lished, and they arc considerable in number, 

The amendment suggests a reversion to 
that )lracticc which has C'xistcd down through 
the ages. It also reflects genentlly the atti­
tude of the Country Parh', which desires 
protection for the products of the prim'ary 
industries bnt free trnde for all their require­
ments. That idea of protection is ruinous, 
We must either have free trade or protec­
tion. For many years Australia decided on 
a limited degree of protection, but ewn 
under that policy industries were established 
only after the greatest of efforts. We have 
witnessed how that policy worked out until 
1929. Very few industries were then estab­
lishe<1, notwithstanding a measure of pro­
tection. It was only when Australia could 
not buy goods abroad that her people were 
forced by dire necessity to establish indus­
tries of their own. Protection should supply 
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that incentive. It would be preferable than 
waiting for a calamity to overtake us. 
. I have instanced the sugar industry, which 
1s protected by an embargo which, I con­
tend, is not too much protection to give to 
an Australian industry in order that it may 
get properly started. 

If we leave out of the motion what the 
Leader of the Opposition has suggested in 
his amendment, the whole basis of the motion 
would be altered. The hon. gentleman may 
agree to some alteration, but the amendment, 
as drafted, is quite unacceptable to this side 
of the House. 

The Leader of the Opposition also seems to 
have in mind that the effect of the motion 
would Le competition between this State and 
the other States as to which should have a 
given industry. 'rhat is far from: the idea 
in the minds of the mover and seconder of 
the motion and those who spoke on it from 
this side of the House. \V e want industries 
to come to Australia, \Ve regard this country 
as a continent. We 1vant to Le one people, 
we want to live under one economy, and \Ye 
\\'aJlt industries to gravitate to the different 
States according to the ability of those States 
to produce the goods most cheaply. 

Section 92 of the Commonwealth Constitn­
tion provides that there shall be absolutely 
free trade between all the States. That 
section has Lceu contested, but no court­
not even the Privy Council-has so far driven 
a \Yedge into it. The principle that it 
embodies is in the minds of the mover and 
seconder of the motion. V> e do not want 
trade barriCTs within the Commonwealth. \Ve 
want trade to be absolutely free, but we want 
the whole of the Commonwealth to give the 
neccssm·~· protection so that industries will 
be established somewhere in Australia-not 
necessaril;· in Queensland, Tasmania, New 
South \V ales, or Victoria. We want those 
indushies to be established within the Com­
monwealth; once established, they will gravi­
tate to the State that is best able to produce 
the goods economically and cheaply. 'l'hat is 
pro\'ided for in the motion. 

During my speech I suggested that the 
tribunal to fix wages should be a Federal 
rather than a State matter, so thflt wages 
throughout the Commonwealth could be 
ncl,jnsted on an equitable basis, and \\'C should 
not have one wage for Queensland, another 
for Xew South Wales, and another foT Vic­
toria. The idea is to have a basic wage for 
the Commonwealth with parities nccording 
to the cost of living as it varies in the States 
rmd parts of States. That system would be 
on all-fours with the system governing the 
operation of the Queensland basic wage. The 
basic wage in Brisbane is not necessarily 
the basic wage in the central district, the 
north, or the north-west; it is governed by 
the cost of living in the various parts of 
the State. If that system operated in the 
Commonwealth, then industry would gravi­
tate to the State in which it could be most 
economically carried on. If we are not to 
have protection-and I hardly think even 
hon. members of the Opposition disagree with 
protection-we are going to leave this. country 

open to competition from all the cheap­
labour countries-not only outside the Empire 
but within the Empire itself. Cheap-labour 
products from India and South Africa are 
coming into this country at the present time. 
A large quantity of copper imported by Aus­
tralia is the product of native labour in 
Africa. Products of Chinese labour in China 
compete with our own manufactures in Aus­
tralia. Does the Leader of the Opposition and 
Opposition hon. members generally desire that 
the fruits of our labour should be thrown into 
open competition with the products of 
countries in which labour is worked hard and 
is poorly paid~ That would mean that the 
standards of our industrial workers would 
go down to that of the coolies. I am Slll'P 

that that is the last thing we all desire. Aus­
tralia wants a virile, white population. Aus­
tralia must be populated, and the only way 
in which that can be done is by seeing that 
our people \York under good wages and 
conditions. 

Do hon. members opposite mean that 
industry should be assisted only~ Is the ide 
in their minds that such assistance will 
similar to that given under the scheme of 
debts adjustment that now operates in 
primary indnstTies, by which a section of the 
people who arc hit by droughts or other bad 
seasonfll conditions receive a measure of 
assistance moTe or less by way of a dole 
rat heT than a right~ That, to a lArge extent, 
is ho1v the assist:mce given under the scheme 
operates. Industries must not be propped 
up in that 1vay. Industries must stand :fhmly 
on their own foundations, paying good wages 
to their employees, living under good condi­
tions. Industries can have that if thev have 
the necessary protection-protection similar 
to that given to the sugar industry. I regard 
that industry as a beacon light, the great 
example of what can be done in almost any 
indush7 if the problem is tackled in the same 
determined and methodical manner as it was 
in the sugar industry. By reason of the pro­
tection it enjoyed, that industry is probably 
the most efficient sugar industry in the world, 
and I wnturc to say that it is the only one 
carried on solely by white labonr. That is a 
Yery fine ideal to set up, :mcl it is a reason 
why it is impossible to delete the word "pro­
tection'' from the motion. To do that would 
alter the entire meaning. 

The hon. mem her for Sandgate appeal's to 
think that we set ourselves up as isolationists 
and tlwt we could not carrv out the intention 
of the motion even if we desired to do so. In 
order to strengthen his argument, or to give 
some effect to it, he quoted the new world 
order enunciated by President Roosevelt awl 
the Prime Minister of Great Britain, of which 
one part indicates that the new worlc1 order 
must enable countries to live in freedom from 
fear, unemployment, and also in respect of 
trade. 'l'he declaration also states-

'' They will endeavour, with due respect 
to existing obligations, to further the enjoy­
ment of all States of access on equal terms 
to trade and raw materials of the world 
which are needed for their ceonomic pros­
perity.'' 
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That is a very fine general statement. There 
is nothing wrong with it as a general state­
ment, but it does not mean that there will be 
free trade throughout the world. It was never 
intended to mean that. 

ltir. :Edvva.rds: It could not possibly mean 
that. 

Mr. COLLINS: No, but that is the 
meaning inferred by the hon. member for 
Sandgate, and I am endeavouring to correct 
his economics. 

~Ir. Nimmo: You are inferring that? 

lUr. COLLINS: No. The hon. member 
said that we wanted to live as isolationists, 
and that the new world order prevents us 
doing so. 

Mr. Decker: That is quite right. 

Mr. COLLINS: Will anybody say that it 
is not one of the obligations of the people 
of this country to populate and defend iU 
Surely, if we are going to own this country 
-and we believe that we have a right to 
own it-we have to use our country, and 
in order to use it, we have to put people 
on it. This country has not begun to be 
populated in the ordinary sense of the word. 

'rhe hon. member for Srmdgate is com­
paring Australia with those Emopean coun­
tries in which the war is being waged at 
present, countries that have a density of 
population far greater than that of Aus­
tralia. Comparatively speaking, they are 
fully populated, the population to the square 
mile in the various countries being-

Belgium 
Great Britain 
Germany 
Italy 
.Tap an 

694 
501 
371 
356 
386 

while in Australia our density of popula­
tion is only 2.33 to the square mile. Yet the 
hon. niember for Sandgate implies in his 
argument that we have to base our economy 
on free trade with those densely-populated 
countries. 

~Ir. ~Iassey: He did not say that. 

~Ir. COLLINS: He implied it. 

Jlir. IUassey: He did not. 

1\Ir. COLLINS: If words mean anything 
then his statement that >ve arc trying to be 
isolationists means that we have to trade 
on an equal footing with those countries. 
If we have to do that then this country 
is never going to cany the population it is 
capable of carrying. In fact, it will never 
carry even enough to defend it from aggres­
sion, and for that reason I think we might 
dismiss that side of the argument. 

The hon. member goes on to quote from 
the Tariff Board's report in 1927, in an 
effort to bolster up his arguments that we 
cannot carry on industry in this country. 
He quotes the statement of Professors 
Brigden, Copland, Dyason, and others-

'' Experience of protection tells heavily 
against it, for, in practice, protection is 

not restricted to those industries which 
may be expected to outgrow the need for 
it, nor do even these industries admit that 
they ever reach the stage of indepen­
dence.'' 

He suggests thal industries that have pro­
tection never reach the stage of indepen­
dence, and he says that it tells heavily 
against the country that introduced it. If 
hon. members will cast their minds back to 
those eventful years of 1927, 1928, and 
1929, they will remember that this cquntry 
got into extreme financial difficulty through 
following the advice of these professors of 
economics. In 1929 the Government of the 
clay, through following the advice of these 
professors, got the .:ountry into such a posi­
tion that it could not meet its commitments 
abroad. 

Mr. ~Iuller: Rubbish! 

Mr. ~.LJNS: Not at all. The hon. 
member Sandgate now suggests that we 
should fu. 0w the advice of those very men 
-and they are learned men-whose advice 
led this country into a depression. Having 
got us into the depression, those same pro­
fessors endeavoured to tell us how to get 
out of it. They suggested that the only way 
to get out of it was to reduce wages and 
work longer hours. What a calamity the 
acceptance of that advice was to this country! 
Every tim·e wages were lowered more men 
>verc thrown out of work, and there was 
less money in circulation. As wages were 
lowered unemployment increased, and we had 
the ever-rolling snowball of poverty and 
want. It was not until the Premier of this 
State brought that truth very prominently 
before the I<'ederal authorities and showed 
where the policy was leading--

Mr. Nimmo: I suppose that obtained in 
the Old Country, too W 

Mr. COLLINS: I believe that there were 
men there just as capable of looking after 
their business as we were of ours. If we 
look after our own business wo shall be 
doing the service the people of this country 
arc paying us to do. I atl vise the hon. 
gentleman to keep that in mind and to become 
a good Australian. 

If we follow the advice of these learned 
men, as suggested by the hon. member for 
Sandgate, I think we shall experience another 
very unfortunate period, a tinl'e that we do 
not >mnt in this country: I venture to say 
-as a matter of fact, I have seen state­
ments from them during the last three or 
four years that indicate that it is so­
that those men have entirely revised their 
views regarding wages and hours of work. 
They have made public statements to the 
effect that the only way to recover from a. 
depression is to keep wages and prices 
stable. That was not their view at one 
time, but they have learnt from experience 
-it is not an uncommon thing for people 
to leam from experience. I think the world 
owes a great deal to the ordinary plain­
thinking men. Plain-thinking men have 
g-iven doctors a good deal of advice, and we 
have had men in the various Parliaments who 
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have been able to give economists good 
advice, and may I say, \VC never saw that 
to better advantage than dming the last 
depression. 

I submit that it is impossible to accept 
the amendment of the Opposition. 

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (12.48 p.m.), 
I ask leave to >vithdraw the amendment 
before the House, with a view to moving 
another. 

Amendment, by lcaYc, >vithdrawn. 

Mr. lUAHER (West Moreton) (12.49 
p.m.): I move the following amendment:-

'' In the last line. omit the wonl-
'in '. J J 

Amendment agreed to. 

Mr. LUCKINS (Maree) (12.50 p.m.): I 
move the following amendment:-

''Add to the question the >vords-

' and expresses its >villingness to co­
operate with the national Parliament 
in giving whatever assistance is necC5>­
sary to give effect to this resolution'.'' 

Amendment agreed to. 

Motion, as amended, agreed to. 

ALUMINIUM. 

HESUMPTI0;'-1 m• DEBATE. 

Debate resumed from 25 September (see 
p. 481) on Mr. Nimmo 's motion-

'' 'l'hat in the opinion of this House, in 
order to assist the war effort, the State 
Government should endeavour in every 
practicable way to encomage the produc­
tion of shale oil and aluminium in this 
State by at once instituting expert investi­
gation into these matters. 'l'hat apart from 
obtaining full information as to suitable 
deposits and any project in >vhich the 
State and possibly the Commonwealth 
Government might see fit to partidpate, 
the State Government should make it known 
that it will give favourable consideration 
to any application by private enterprise 
for assistance (financial or otherwise), and 
that in the case of shale oil a substantial 
reward will be granted to anv concern 
producing (sny) 20,000 gallons ~t a speci­
fied cost in this State.'' 

The TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) (12.51 p.m.): If the motion moved 
by the hon. member for Oxley is illustrative 
of one thing more than another it is the fact 
that we can never be sure of what.may happen. 
I have a distinct recollection that many years 
ago there were extensive deposits of shale 
in the Illawarra district of New South Wales, 
and I was told that they were kerosene-shale 
deposits. I wondered why they were not 
being worked, and I was told that kerosene 
was all right many years ago, but to-day 
circumstances have so changed that there is 

not the demand for kerosene that there was 
in the days that have gone, and so this huge 
deposit of shale was not as valuable as it 
might have been 25 to 30 years ago. 'l'he 
wl1eels have turned again and the deposits 
of shale that were thought to be of great 
value 30 to 40 years ago and of no value 
fewer years ago, have again become valuable. 

It is not altogether out of place to giye· 
some thought to the wonderful ingenuity of 
man and to what man can do if he sets his 
mind to inYestigating. I do not believe that 
in any matter we have reached the ultimate 
end. No matter what we may have there 
are other things to be done, other fields to 
prospect, and other useful services to be 
investigated. There is not the slightest doubt 
that the dreadful war we are going through 
to-day has brought to our mind many things 
that call for consideration. 

We should never hayc thought 25 years 
ago that there would haYe been the intense 
demand for the motive power of which we 
have been robbed because of the war. \\' e 
have been robbed of it because of the intense 
call on petrol for war purposes, and because 
owing to other circumstances we cannot get 
enough petrol to satisfy the requirements of 
this State or of the Commonwealth. Those 
of us who ha\'e Yisited country shows-many 
of ns have visited country shows very fre­
quently-must 1mYe been struck with the 
great number of motor Ychicles that we han' 
seen round the rings. It is astonishing to 
think that in a coui1try such as Queensland, 
with the small population of 1,000,000 people, 
the car registrations should be well over thee 
200,000 mark. That looks like one car to 
every five people-not one car to every fi, c 
families, but one car to eYery five people 
in this State. It is marvellous to think that 
in such a short space of time the motor cnr 
should have become so extensively 11scd. In 
days gone by we usecl the sulky, the phaeton, 
the landau, and that other vehicle, the 
brougham-I believe it is pronounced in one 
syllable, ''broom,'' not '' bro-ham,'' or it 
used to be. The stables at Parliament House 
show very clearly that these vehieles were 
the chief means of locomotion not so many 
years ago, and it is astonishing to think thn t 
the motor Yehiclcs that have displaced them 
depend for their-I was going to say fm· 
their very life-depend for their fuel on 
places o>·erseas. 

We haYe for years been buying oversea:l 
a quantity of petrol to make these motor 
vehicles of use to us. All that possibly ran 
be done should be done to see if we can find 
the necessary motive power for our own 
vehicles. If we can do that, it will be of 
tremendous value to the State. The prospect­
ing that has been clone-and an immense 
amount of it has been done-has been along 
well-defined, orthodox lines laid down for us 
by people who have gone before us; by people 
in other parts of the world where these inves­
tigations have been made. If one thing is 
obvious more than another, it is that we 
should do what we can in an endeavour to 
discover the orthodox method, and to follow 
it as closely as we can, deviating from it 
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only when we believe deviation will have 
some useful effect. I do not believe in mere 
exploration, or wild prospecting, but I do 
believe in using all the scientific data we can 
lay our hands on and, following those lines, 
do what we can to discover the oil that will 
gi1·e us that motive power for our own 
vrhide~. 

One thing I have to quarrel with in this 
motion-and I have not much of a quarrel, 
hy reason of the fact I have not much time 
ir~ which to quarrel-is the wording of it, 
particularly those two words ''should endea· 
vour.'' When anybody tells me that we should 
f'tlCleavonr to do something, the inference is 
that >ve have not endeavoured at all. \Vhen 
the State has endeavoured, when the State 
has made some effort-and this State has 
made some decent effort-to do what is asked 
to be clone in this motion, then I think a little 
more care should have been exercised in its 
wording, so that we will not mislead ourselYes 
or other people. I know that from what 
has happened in an investigation for this 
very purpose, of deposits not so very far 
a way from here, in the Fassifern district. 
With the previous hon. member for 
Fassifern, I went over certain areas 
and was shown certain indications of oil. 
Certain things were produced to me that 'vere 
supposed to demonstrate to me that there 
was an abundance of the necessary oil there. 
I was shown in other parts, especially down 
towards the coast, similar indications. Geolo­
gists have advised me that those strata, or 
that lode, or that seam, or that measure, or 
wlratever it may be, runs almost from the 
roast right out towards Roma, where many 
inYestigations have been made with the idea 
of ascertaining if we haYe, in payable quan· 
tities, the necessary oil deposits to provide 
for ourselves the necessary motive power for 
our own vehicles. If we have in this State 
certain deposits that can be used in an emer· 
gcncy, then we should use them. 

I also belieYe that we should not attempt 
to encourag·e a certain belief that is gaining 
ground. One of the outstanding features 
of an Australian is said to be that he reguires 
somcthin¥ to lean on. It is high time we 
began to diseonrage it. It is a wrong belief, 
r>erause Australia has men with initiative, 
self-reliance, and men with ''go'' in them. 
'\Vc should not giYc him an impression that 
he desires something to lean on before he 
does something. That is taking up the 
wrong attitude. 

At 2.15 p.m., 

In aacordance with Sess-ional Order, the 
Hunsc ]Jroceeded with Government business. 

INCOME (STATE DEVELOPMENT) TAX 
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

SECOND READING-RESUMPTIOX OF DEBATE. 

Debate resumed from 18 September (see 
p. 396) on Mr. Foley 's motion-

'' That the Bill be now read a second 
time.'' 

Mr. LUCKINS (Maree) (2.15 p.m.): I 
am a little surprised that the Government 
did not make provision during this session to 
give some relief to those people who, unfor­
tunately, are not covered by the present 
exemptions. To·day taxation is bearing very 
heavily on the worker and the small·business 
man and I think the State should consider 
its relation to the war effort by the Common­
wealth. 

In his second ·reading speech, the Minister 
made reference to the amount taken from 
Queensland by the Commonwealth Govern· 
ment and the a'mount returned to this State. 
I think that is rather a paltry a ttitucle. 
Although we aTe living in the State of 
C~·neensland, we should be big Australians. 
The merits of the Commomvcalth Govern· 
ment 's effort should be recognised; it is 
worthy of more support than the Minister's 
outlook. The real test of Government finance 
is how the money is spent and where it is 
spent. \Ve have an inc·ome tax that covers 
a very wide fi·eld, and was imposed by Par· 
liament to collect a certain amount of money 
sufficient to enable the Government to carrv 
out their legitimate functions. The uner~· 
ployment relief tax was introduced during 
the depression period, and it is now being 
used to carry on certain developmental work. 
During the discussion on the merits or 
demerits of the spending of this tax, it was 
pointed out bv the hon. member for \Vest 
Moreton that i5 per cent. of the money was 
spent on specified work and the balance 
is left at the disposal of the Treasurer to 
spend as he or the Government desire. In 
whose interests ''"ill this money be spenU 

JUr. Collins: You do not object to that? 

ltlr. LUCIHNS: I do object to dragging 
it from workers when it is very desirable 
that the man who is rearing a family should 
1eceiYe every consideration in regard to this 
ta·x. 

ltlr. Collins interjected. 

lllr. L UCKINS: He may have a desire to 
rear a family, but when taxation hits him 
so hard--

ltir. Coll'ins: He should not raise one? 

ltlr. LUCKINS: He should, and he should 
be encouraged to raise one. No taxation 
measure is equitn ble that does not give to 
the family man and his clependents a fair 
mea'sure of protection. 'l'he general trend 
to-day is that people are receiving far in 
excess of the basic wage. The ])asic wage is 
the lowest wage permitted by the State. It 
is the minimum wage and above that a man 
has to pay this tax on a fiat rate. 

JUr. Jones: There is a basic wage of 
£277 a year in the Northern Division. 

ltlr. LUCKINS: I am speaking of the 
South. S'tudying the wages received by rail­
way employees I find tha.t the average is 
from £260 to £270 and £295 to £360 a year. 
All the workers in Government departments 
feel in a sense the injustice of this tax, and 
it is a question that concerns me very 
much. A man earning a certain amount for 
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his labour is entitled to retain as much 
of that amount as possible to provide for 
his family. This tax has caused some unrest 
anil. as a public man i:t is my duty to bring 
before Parliament instances of unrest that 
I find a:nd point to the causes. '!.'his tax falls 
very heavily on those men who desire to give 
service in the community and to help the 
Government to find the wherewithal to carry 
on our system of government. It precludes 
them from putting away the money required 
to keep their homes together and rear their 
families. There was nothing in the reasons 
put forward by the Minister when introducing 
the Bill that convinced me. There is no 
merit or justice about this Bill. If the 
desire is to have additional money the right 
thing is to amend the Income Tax Act rather 
than depend on a tax that was i11troduced 
as an unemployment relief measure in the 
period of the Moore Government. 

The name of Mr. A. E. Moore, a fanner 
Premier of Queensland, wns brought into the 
debate, and I desire to tell you, Mr. Speaker, 
and the House, that for his work in Queens­
la'nd nt that time ::VIr. :Vroore is held in 
very high esteem. A man is known by his 
work in the past and not that of the present 
and Mr. Moore had the merit of yision. He 
knew that the result of his legislation at that 
time would be of great benefit to Queensland. 

A Government lllember: It has not been. 

:illr. LUCKINS: No man is in a position 
to judge the merits or clemerUs of such 
an action at the time. It is only later this 
can be done. The luxuries we enjoy to-clay 
become the necessities of to-morrow, and what­
ever happened bet>veen 1929 and 1932 we 
should pay tribute to the man who had the 
foresight to lay the foundation of the future 
finances of the State. The State development 
tax is a continuation of the unemployment 
relief tax. 

lUr. Riordan: You are not talking about 
a compulsory tax~ 

Mr. LUCKINS: This is a compulsory tax. 
If the hon. member for Bowen wnnts to put 
words into my mouth, on this occasion he 
can do so. It is compulsory. It is a form 
of poll tax, which the people of Queensland 
resent strongly. There is no doubt that this 
tax has caused unrest among the >Yorkers on 
£300 a year and there is a fair number of 
them. A man is entitled to a fair share of 
his wages or reward for work and services 
rendered. How otherwise will he have 
security~ ·wife, children, and home life have 
to suffer according to the share of the wages 
he has to give up. 

The hon. member for \Vynnnm has wisely 
said that the workers could do much better 
with the money in their own pockets than 
the Government could do with it. Govern­
ment activities are all right, apparently, so 
long as the Government can tax a'nd keep on 
taxing and at the end of their term of office 
make excuses as to why they had to impose 
this, that, or the other tax. The great service 
the Government can render to the community 
is to reduce taxation when they find it has 
become a very heavy burden on the taxpayer. 

Let me deal now with the business man 
as distinct from the worker, the man who 
likes to create some small industry, the m·an 
who starts with a modest capit.al, as did 
the hon. member for Hamilton, and by hard 
work and perseYerence builds up a fine busi­
ness. I happen to be a business man who 
has worked hard for his business, starting 
with a capital of £40. 

The Secretary for Labour and Industry: 
You do not employ 200 people. 

Mr. LUCKINS: But I employ people on 
the best of wages and under the best condi­
tions, and would not dream of employing 
them under any other terms, because if I 
did so I should not be able to offer myself 
for a position in public life. To be eligible 
to do that I must treat those with whom I 
ani associated as well as I treat myself. It 
is an achievement in life to be able to stand 
up gublicly and let people judge one by 
what one has clone. 

Being a Queenslander, I suppose I can 
speak \Yith some knowledge of my State. 
Queensland has a very long Tecord, extend­
ing over 80 years, during which there have 
been many changes of Government, and 
I am amazed that the Treasurer proposes 
to collect through this tax not the £2,360,000 
that he collected last year, but at least 
£2,7;)0,000, and I use as my basis of calcula­
tion the index figure showing that uneul­
ployment is down to 3.9 per cent. The fact 
tha·t unemployment is so low proves that 
the majority of the people who were unem­
ployed years ago are now erriployed and 
liable to pay this tax. 

I propose to argue that if you budget 
for a certain amount of taxation it is only 
logical that if you raise more than the sum 
for which you budget you should return the 
surplus. The Treasurer should return some­
thing to those people who are paying this 
tax, because he took from them more than 
the amount for which he budgeted last year. 
He should give something by way of con­
cessions for a man's wife and family. If 
he ilicl that he would at least be demon­
strating that the Government are sincere in 
their expressed desire to give the people some 
return for the increased revenue. 

We a re in a position to examine the 
financial position of the small-business man. 
I desire to take you into my confidence, 
Mr. Speaker, and to inform you th:;tt at least 
75 per cent. of the small-busmess men 
to-day have some burden, such as a loan or 
an overdraft at the bank. Any small man 
who desires to develop his business and pro­
vide for the future of his family sets a 
certain amount of his profit aside each year 
in order that he may have something upon 
which to fall back when bad times overtake 
him, and so that he will not become a burde~ 
upon the Government. 

At 2.30 p.ll1., 

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES (Mr. 
Gair, South Brisbane) relieved Mr. Speaker 
in the chair. 
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Mr. LUCKINS: I am placing myself in 
the position of that business man to-day, 
because he is the man who means so much 
to the development of this State. I do not 
care what type of business man comes into 
the picture, or under the Commissioner of 
Taxes of this State, he is an asset because 
he provides himself and his family with a 
living and is not a burden on the Govern­
ment. Only this morning the Premier said 
that there were some people who thought that 
all they had to do was to lean: on something 
in order to get the wherewithal to live. If 
that state of affairs exists, it is, indeed, 
unfortunate. We should endeavour to 
encourage the man who has a limited amount 
of capital at his disposal; we should give 
every consideration to him and help him to 
build up his business, to pay off overdrafts 
and loans. Furthermore, we should give him 
the opportunity of providing for the future. 
Those things should be the real test of the 
:financial measures of any Government. The 
real test is the service rendered to the people, 
and the Government by rendering a service 
to the rising or the young business man 
will accomplish something; but they cannot 
accomplish much by keeping this heavy burden 
of taxation upon the working people, and 
particularly the flat rate of the1 State develop­
ment bx. That tax is an unjust and an 
unwise one and ono that will rankle in the 
minds of the people. It is a simple matter to 
keep a tax going. It may be easy to con­
vince the people at first that there is merit 
in it, but you cannot com·ince them there is 
m1y merit in anything that has been kept 
on so long as this tax. 

Mr. Collins: Where would you find the 
money for the development of the State~ 

JUr. J,UCKINS: If the Minister in charge 
of the Bill >vould ask me that question I 
would show him some way. In these difficult 
times, I should probably reduce the sum paid 
to Ministers, and I should reduce their 
expenses. Perhaps I should reduce the num­
l>cr of ~finisters and, if I found those reduc­
tions did not amount to sufficient, I should 
seriously consider reducing the salaries paid 
to members of this Assembly. (Government 
interjections.) 

lUr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 

The Treasurer: Why not refund yours? 
Why be a hypocrite~ 

A Government "ill ember: Did you take 
two salaries from the council~ 

Mr. LUCKINS: I gave it away. 

The Treasurer: You took it. 

"ilir. LUCKINS: I gave it away and there 
is definite evidence in my office, ;if the 
Treasurer wishes to look, from which he can 
find to whom I gave it. Like the hon. mem­
ber for Baroona, I do not want publicity 
for my gifts. 

}fr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Will 
the hon. member for Maree kindly return to 
the Bill~ 

Mr. LUCIUNS: If I had not to pay this 
State development tax I should be able to 

giYe more, but I am mulcted to the tune of 
£35 or £40 because of this tax; it is larger 
than my income tax. To my way of thinking, 
it should be the reYerse. If the Government 
amended the method of applying the tax, as 
suggested by the Opposition, I should be 
satisfied in a way, because then everybody 
would have the opportunity of getting the 
deductions that are so necessary to-day. The 
tax will take £2,500,000 out of the pockets 
of the people of Queensland, the majOTity 
of whom are workers. I do not know of any 
capitalists or millionaires in this State, but 
probably hon. members opposite may be 
able to enlighten me. They may be wealthy 
men; I do not know. 

Mr. Power: You are doing all right when 
you are running a business as a sideline. 

"ilir. LUCKINS: I should like to compare 
my bankbook with that of the hon. member. 
It is very desirable that action should be 
taken urgently to relieve the taxpayers of 
the unfortunate burden that has been placed 
upon them, and especially the workers, by the 
State development tax. I represent a dis­
trict in which 99 per cent. of the people are 
workers, and it is their one desire that this 
tax should be removed. They have asked me 
to come into this Chamber and advocate its 
removal; and, as a new member, I am doing 
my best, despite the interruption from hon. 
members opposite. I am doing my best to 
make a case for my workers-the people I 
represent. I-I on. members opposite know that 
the Maree seat was held by Labour for a long 
time, but there must be something radically 
wrong with their financial measures when 
the workers decide to send me here to repre­
sent them. The workers are very annoyed 
with the Govemment, and so they have 
enlisted my services to ask the Government 
to remove this tax, and I am putting their 
case to the Government to the best of mv 
ability. " 

The Treasurer: What a reflection upon 
the Opposition-that they were not strong 
enough! 

Mr. LUCKINS: The Opposition will be 
strong enough, but I cannot reply to the 
Treasurer in view of your ruling, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. The hon. g-entleman is taking advan­
tage of the fact that I am a new hon. mem­
ber to draw me off my track. I want to tell 
the Ministers of the Crown that there is 
grave dissatisfaction amongst the public ser­
vice concerning the tax, and the sooner it is 
removed the better chance there will be for 
hon. members opposite to get their meal 
ticket that they have held so long. I am 
dealing publicly with the tax and I want 
to remind the Govcrnment--

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There 
appears to he some misunderstanding on the 
part of some hon. members concerning the 
Bill. Only one principle is involved, and 
that is to increase the exemption in accord­
ance with the recent increase in the basic 
wage. Therefore, that is the only principle 
that can be discussed. 

"ilir. L UCKINS: It is a vital principle, 
too. The Bill seeks to amend the principal 
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Act, and, as the Minister gave an extensive 
review of the operations associated with the 
tax, I should like the opportunity of pursu· 
ing the same course, but without reflecting 
on the Commonwealth Government as he did. 
He said that the Commonwealth Government 
were taking much out of Queensland and 
giving little in return. I think I should be 
permitted to state the case as I see it. I 
ask the Minister to throw. off his mask, to 
be reasonable, and explam to the people 
why the Commonwealth Government are col· 
lecting revenue in this State. \Ve might just 
as well say that the ratepayers of Brisbane 
or Queensland are unable to meet their obli· 
gations because the Government are collect· 
rng so much by way of the State development 
tax. Bear in mind, too, that the Brisbane 
City Council has not received much from the 
GoYcrnment out of the tax. The ratepayers 
?f Brisbane nre paying for their own roads 
m the metropolitan area, whereas the State 
development tax should be used to help them. 

The Secretary for :Thlines: What happened 
at Breakfast Creek~ 

ltfr. LUCKINS: What happened at 
Woolloongnbba nbout the shifting of the 
lm·el crossing? 'l'he State development tnx 
was to be used for that pm·pose, too. South 
Brishanc is one of the most neglected parts 
of the State. 

The Secretary for ltrines: Change the 
Government. 

:Thfr. LUCIUNS: As the hon. gentleman 
suggests, we want to change the Government. 
'l'hat is why the people of South Brisbane 
feel a bit annoyed. Work that should be 
done on the south side of the river is not 
being done. Ql:leensland is a very big State, 
and the expenditure of this tax is spread all 
over it. I was a little concerned after the 
Minister had reviewed the wOTk done by the 
Co-ordinator-General of Public Works. I 
should like to ask him if that officer, who has 
been granted an increased salary has had 
any part of it allocated from 'the State 
dewlopJ_Hent tax mone~. The Minister spoke 
very ghbly about paymg those ofiieers who 
were appointe<1 receivers of the tax .. I have 
~liscovored t_h~t the police get £4,000 for help· 
mg to admnnster it. It would be fittino- if 
the pepartment of Labour and Industry ~vas 
abolished altogether and its operations in 
conjunction with the Bureau of Industry' and 
the Bmeau of Rural DeYelopment adminis· 
terod by the l\Gnister for Public w'orks. We 
might sav.e expenditure in that way and be 
able to gwe the unfortunate taxpayer some 
relief from this unjust tax. 

This Bill 1;1~inly concems those taxpayers 
who are rece1vmg over £232 per annum. It 
places a burden on them. My plea is that 
the GoYernment give the necessary relief 
sought by the Opposition. If they do they 
will be richly rewarded. 

)Ir. COLLINS (Cook) (2.42 p.m.): I 
commend the Minister for bringing down this 
Bill to give relief to a certain number of 
people on lower incomes from this very neces· 
sary taxation. This Bill is intended not, as 

the hon. member for Maree implied, to impose 
an additional tax, but to relieve taxpnyers 
from it. In other words, it provides for a 
reduction in taxation. It will reduce con­
siderably the revenue the Government would 
otherwise receive. No-one in this House or 
in this State, or anywhere else, likes paying 
taxation, but no-one, not even the hon. 
member who has just resumed his seat, has 
shown how this tax can be reduced and the 
futme deYelopment of the State can he pro· 
vided for. We have a big State to develop. 
The Minister would far sooner pay for its 
development from Loan Funds, but \Ve know 
that the same amount of loan money is not 
now available as in previous years, not\vith· 
standing that the Premier made every possible 
endeavour to obtain a greater amount from 
the Loan Council. We know that as much 
loan money as possible must be set aside for 
war purposes; that is necessary in the 
interests of Australia. \Vould any hon. 
member opposite like to sec the development 
of this State neglected, and the present 
developmental works policy discontinued or 
restricted? That policy is designed not to 
provide work for people from day to day, or 
in 12 months or two years hence, but for 
future generations as well. 

I believe the hon. member for ::'vfm-et: 
belongs to that school of political thoull'ht 
which wants to live from day to day. I{ is 
not the desire of the Government to do so. 
They desire to live from generation to genera. 
tion, and hy their policy to provide work and 
comfortable conditions for future generationB 
as well as for the present generation. To that 
end the Government intend to proceed \vith 
the development of the natural resources of 
the State. 'l'his tax is veq largely used for 
that purpose. 

We hope to improYe the conditions of 
land settlement, for instance, very consider· 
ably. I think everybody know3 that when 
one takes up new land one cannot begin 
to make a living off it immediately, unle's 
there is a crop of timber or some other 
salable product on it. Usuallv one has to 
develop the land, and after a- year or two 
it will be returning something. This tax 
is being spent on projects that ·will, in a 
few years, return something and provide 
1vork and wages for many people. 'l'hat is 
real developmental work. The money is also 
use,] t? help loc~l authorities to carry out 
roadbmldmg proJects, so that the people 
in the country districts-and probably in 
to\vn areas, too-can travel to and from their 
farms or homes under better conditions. 

J\Ineh of the money collected from this tax 
is being used for reforestation purposes, 
which takes a long· time to give a return. 
If ''"c neglect that developmental work, we 
shall not have valuable timber available for 
use in ;~·ears to com'e. It is no use thinking 
of planting it when the timber is wanted. 
I believe that is the idea of hon. members 
opposite-that we do not need to do these 
things now. If von want timber in 50 vears 
you have to pla;~l it now, Rnll that is \vlwt 
is being tlonc with the help of the State 
development tax. That is why it is cnllccl 
the State development tax. 
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Some of this tax is also being used for 
water conservation and irrigation. Those 
are long-sighted projects that take a num· 
ber of years to complete. They give 
immecliate work ancl wages and create a 
great asset for posterity. When they are 
completed much farming land is made avail­
able to the people. 

All these things take time. If we do not 
{]evelop the State in much the same way as 
we would deYelop a mine, we shall run into 
:1 dead end. We do not want people in 
dead-end jobs. \Vc are attempting to pro· 
,-irle that the future will be better than the 
past; and as there is some difficulty in 
obtaining money from any other source at 
the present tim'e we cannot see any better 
method than this. 

A great deal of capital has been macle of 
the fact that a married man is not allowed 
deductions for his family. I think eYery hon. 
member on this side of the Chamber would 
like to see those deductions given if it were 
not going to cut too deeply into the receipts 
from this tax. To-day \Ve arc giving relief 
b\· raising the exemption and we are losing 
much revenue in doing so. If the exemp· 
t ions were made the same as for income-tax 
JnnpoBes probably we shoulu not be able 
to exempt the man on the basic wage, 
hcca use the income tax does not exempt 
him but allows deductions for a family. 

There is another factor that comes into 
the nwtter. The child endowment scheme 
gives relief to the man rearing a family. 
Had hon. members opposite placed any con­
"tructivc iuea as to how the same amount 
nf n1oney c0uld be raised, or ho1v the State 
eould be rlewloped by means other than this 
tax, I think everyone would have been glad 
to listen attentively to their arguments; but 
not one snggestion was made as to how the 
money was to be raised. The hon. member 
for ::\Iaree suggested that we put it on the 
-}ncome tax. If his suggestion was adopted, 
the tax would operate against the man on 
the lo\rer rate of ineomc. 

That is his idea of giving relief, but 
actually he does not want to give relief. 
I am sure that if you really knew what 
\YaS going on in his mind you would find 
he wants to exempt the higher incomes. He 
l:omplaincd of the heavy tax he has himself 
to pay, which, of course, means that he is 
in receipt of a very high salary or income. 
Kobody objects to his earning that-we are 
rather pleased to !mow that he is in such 
prosperous circumstances-but we are more 
-concerned for the man who does not enjoy 
prosperity, and the State development tax 
makes provision for those who have no jobs 
at all. 

JUr. liiassey: If they have no jobs they 
could not pay any tax. 

JUr. COLLINS: No, but because they 
have no jobs we make provision for them for 
relief during their unemployment and spend 
the money from this tax so that they will 
get a job in the future. Is there anything 
wrong with that~ vVould the hon. member 
suggest that they should have to look to the 

future without hope, as they did some years 
ago. I am not abusing Mr. A. E. Moore­
he has gone out of politics and he did his 
best according to his lights-but unfortu· 
nately for him those who followed in his 
footsteps do not see the future in any 
brighter perspective than they did in 1930, 
1931, and 1932. Hon. members opposite live 
in the past. 'fhey belong to the generation 
of the lost. They will never have ideas in 
keeping with the requirements of the people 
of the present. We do not want to go back 
to the past. We want to ha,·e a better and 
brighter future for our people, and until we 
can get better methods of raising the money 
that is collected by way of the State develop­
ment tax I do not see how we can have that, 
and I should not feel justified in supporting 
the discontinuance of the tax. I commend 
the Minister for giving the greatest relief 
to those on the lower incomes. 'l'he money 
is used to develop the State and provide a 
better and brighter future for the people. 

I\Ir. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (2.52 
p.m.): I look upon the State development 
tax as a whitewashed unemployment relief 
tax. It was first imposed in the period of 
depression, at a time when there was a great 
necessity to do something for those of our 
people who were out of work. That was a 
matter of great urgency when the Moore 
Government imposed it. The Minister in 
charge of the Bill spoke for a long time the 
other day and made an over-zealous political 
party speech during which he virtually 
travelled all round the State-and possibly 
went beyond the limit of the Standing Orders. 

l\Ir. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. YEATES: It is not the business of 
the State to continue to employ people. The 
Government appear to have that idea always 
-to put this man on work and the other 
man on work, and spend ever so much money 
obtained by borrowing or from this tax to 
bring about a condition of prosperity. What 
will happen if another depression overtnkes 
us? It is quite possible that it will. I am 
an optimist, but I do not allow my optimism 
to override my judgment. The probability is 
that at the end of the war another depres­
sion \Yill strike Australia in general and 
Queensland in particular. Then \vhat will 
happen? Will the Government superimpose 
an additional unemployment relief tax on this 
to overcome the difficulty~ 

I realise that the Bill is brought down to 
raise the exemption to the level of the basic 
\mge paid in the various districts of Queens­
land. Here the Government have an excellent 
opportunity to grant some relief to the man 
who is rearing a family. Such a man should 
be given virtually the same concessions as are 
allowed him under the Income Tax Assess­
ment Act, other than allmvances for such 
things as medical and funeral expenses. 

When speaking to this matter some time 
before the last general election the Premier 
drew a picture as only he knows how. He 
said that if this tax was abolished thousands 
of workers would be thrown to the wolves. In 
fact, he brought tears to the eyes of his 
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audience. I find it difficult to understand his 
attitude when I read what he said on 22 July, 
1930, when speaking in opposition to the 
introduction of the Income (Unemployment 
Relief) Tax Act. On that day he said,. when 
referring to income tax-

' 'Then there are further deductions in 
the case of married men and persons with 
dependent children. Under the Labour 
Government a man with a wife and three 
dependent children did not commence to 
pay income taxation at all until his income 
was in the vicinity of £440 per annum. 
But this Bill abolishes all that. Not only 
does it impose the vicious principle of a flat 
rate of taxation irrespective of income, but 
it abolishes all forms of exemption and 
treats the man without dependants the same 
as the man who has family obligations. 
The principle is entirely unsound.'' 

I strongly suggest to the Minister that he 
include in this amending Bill the granting of 
certain concessions to the family man. I am 
one of the working men of Queensland who 
have reared families. I started off in life 
with less than the hon. member for Hamilton 
-in fa'ct, less than £20-and I know how 
expensive it is in this generation to provide 
the necessities of life. I am not speaking now 
about sending the children to the pictures or 
to the circus, but about dentist bills and 
other necessities. 

I desire to cite vvhat happened to one tax­
payer in Toowoomba. He wrote to me in this 
strain-

" Tax File Reference No. 117363. 
P. 14611. 

"Under the Unemployment Relief Tax 
Act an assessment was issued based on 
actual earnings for each year, and a ten­
tative assessment made presuming that the 
earnings would be the same for the follow­
ing year. The position being that the 
Government always held 12 months tax in 
advance. 

''The assessments for the year 1933-34 
were issued on this basis, and on my assess­
ment fur this period the tentative assess­
ment for 1934-35 was £40 10s., which 
amount was paid by me. Immediately after 
this time the Act was amended and the 
tentative assessment done away with. 

''I received assessment for year 1934-35, 
the tax for this period being £39 19s. Sd., 
but no mention was made of the amount 
which was held to credit of the account, 
namely £40 1 Os. 

"I took up with the department and 
they advised me that the amount to credit 
was £"10 1 Os., but this would be held to 
credit of my account until such time as 
I ceased to be a taxpayer or the Act was 
amended. Later, when the Unemployment 
Relief Tax Act was cancelled and the rural 
development tax substituted, I made appli­
cation for refund of the amount, and was 
advised that the section under the Unem­
ployment R.elicf 'l'ax Act, which covered 
my particular case, had been re-enacted in 
the rural development tax. 

''The position is that I am called upon 
to pay tax every year, whilst the Govern­
ment hold £40 10s. of my money on which 
I am not allowed any interest, anu appar­
ently the amount will be held by the 
Government until my death. 

"On inquiring in Brisbane at the Taxa­
tion Office I was advised that my case was 
not an isolated one, and from what I 
have learnt a large amount of money was 
involved, and this has now passed to con­
solidated revenue. 

''I enclose certain correspondence for your 
perusal, and, as I have not copies, would 
be pleased if you would kindly return same 
to me when you have noted the information 
you desire. 

''I cannot help but think that the Govem­
ment are not conversant with the actual 
position, as ono could hardly expect any 
Government to wish to confiscate money 
in this manner, and possibly it is only a 
matter of you bringing same under the 
notice of the Premier to have the matter 
adjusted.'' 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I 
should like to hear whether the hon. member 
is in favour or opposed to the raising of the 
exemption. 

Mr. YEATES: I am in favour of raising 
the exemption, and I ask that the Minister 
include the exemptions for the family man. 

I should like, with your permission, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, to read a small part of the 
reply received from the department:-

''The Income (Unemployment Relief) 
Tax Acts Amendment Act of 1935 dispensed 
with the issue of tentative assessments, but 
it provided for financial year assessments 
based on the income derived by taxpayers 
during the previous year, and this is the 
reason why you received an assessment for 
the financial year 1935-36 based on your 
income for the year ended 30th J nne, 
1935. 

''The tentative assessments referred to 
above were subject to adjustment when the 
taxpayer's returns for those years 1vere 
assessed in this office, and if the amend­
ments had not been made to the Act in 
1935, an adjusted assessment for the year 
1934-35, together with a tentative assess­
ment for the year 1935-36 would have been 
issued to you in connection with your 
return of income for the year ended 30th 
June, 1935. In order to bring taxpayers, 
who are assessed in this office under the 
provisions of Part IV. of the Acts, into 
line as regards the number of years for 
\rhiC'h the tax has been levied with those 
persons who receive income from employ­
ment and hai'e the tax deductccl at the 
source, it was necessary to provide in the 
Amending Act of 1935 that no Tehate was 
to be made of tho assessment for the year 
1934-35 until the occunence of one o{ the 
following contingencies:-

1. Death of the taxpayer. 
2. The expiry of the Income ( Unem­

ployment Relief) Tax Acts. 
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3. At such time as I am satisfied 
that the taxpayer has ceased to receive 
income liable to be taxed in this office 
under Part IV. of the Acts.'' 

That seems unjust, and I shall want to know 
more about it. I know that the taxation 
laws are somewhat complicated, but the fact 
remains that the Government hold £40 10s. 
belonging to this man and he cannot get it 
back until one of the three circumstances 
I have mentioned occurs. 

Upon making inquiries at the Taxation 
Department I found that certain trustees 
and executors were collecting money after 
the death of certain people. It is remark· 
able that these matters cannot be brought 
up to date, so that the money, amounting 
in the aggregate perhaps to thousands of 
pounds, may be refunded to the rightful 
owners. I propose to take the matter up 
with the Treasurer. Perhaps the Secretary 
for Labour and Industry will explain it later 
on, but it will take some explaining. I can­
not understand why the Government should 
hold the money indefinitely, instead of 
refunding it. Of course, I admit that the 
taxation officers are only carrying out their 
duty in accordance with the Act, but there 
is a flaw in the Act, and the sooner it is 
amended the better it will be for the people. 
I know that some amendments will be moved 
in Committee, and that will give me more 
scope to deal with the subject. 

The Minister mentioned the other day that 
the subject of State development tax was 
referred to the people at the last elections, 
and that the people endorsed Labour's 
policy, and thereby gave the Government a 
mandate to continue the tax. It is all very 
well to say that, but when the Government 
go to the country with a programme embody­
ing ever so many proposals, it is very diffi­
cult to decide whether the people have agreed 
to any particular one out of, say, 30 sug­
gestions in the policy speech. 

Itir. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I am 
reluctant to stifle or restrict debate, but I 
can hardly justify my permitting the hon. 
member to widen the scope of the debate 
as he proposes to do. I have already pointed 
out that there is only one principle in the 
Bill, and that is to raise the exemption. 
I ask hon. members to confine their remarks 
to the Bill. 

Mr. YEATES: It seems a pity, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, that you were not here the 
other 'day when the Minister was speaking. 

Itir. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I am 
not concerned about what happened when 
I was not in the chair. Probably it is the 
hon. member's barl luck that I am in the 
chair. The Bill is a small one, involving 
only one principle, and I ask the hon. mem­
ber to confine his remarks to that principle. 

Itir. YEATES: I shall come back to the 
subject at the Committee stage. 

Itir. POWER (Baroona) (3.1,0 p.m.): I 
haYe listened to hon. members opposite 
criticising the Government because they will 
not agree to certain deductions for purposes 

of the State development tax. One cannot 
fail to realise that if such an exemption is 
gmnted the only people to receive any benefit 
will be those in receipt of high salaries. 
The lower-paid worker would not participate 
because under Labour's policy no worker 
who to-day enjoys only the basic w~ge pays 
the tax. As usual, our friends opposite are 
putting up a case for the highly-paid 
individual, as they always have done. 

I listened with interest to the speech made 
by the hon. member for Maree. He shed 
crocodile teors for the worker. He made 
several suggestions as to how he would effect 
economies in expenditure, among which were 
the reduction in the number of Ministers, 
a reduction of their salaries, and a reduc­
tion of the salaries of mem'bers of Parlia­
ment. I have not the slightest doubt that 
he would go even further and carry out the 
policy instituted by the Moore Government 
during their tmgic period from 1929 to 
1932. No doubt any reduction in parlia­
mentary salaries would not affect the hon. 
member for Maree, because he does not 
depend on it for his livelihood. He has 
business interests. 

I propose to make some very brief com­
parisons of this tax with the unemployment 
relief tax instituted by the Moore Govern­
ment when they occupied the Treasmy 
benches. It is well that the public should 
know the position and they are apt to forget. 
To-clay the supporters of that GoYernment 
are contending that we are not doing the 
right thing, and that we are not giving any 
family exenl'ptions, but during their period 
of Government they taxed all classes of 
income and allowed no exemptions whatever. 
When the Moore Government instituted the 
tax in 1930 they decreed that all persons 
who received an income of £1, whether in 
one week or one year, should contribute 3d. 
That meant that the woman who went out 
to earn her living at the washtub paid 3d. 
in the £1 from her earnings. Yet to-day 
we hear complaints from them that we will 
not grant exemptions to people who have 
families and who are receiving incomes in 
excess of the basic wage. They gave no 
exemptions in their tax. They were not 
very concerned when they were taxing the 
washerwoman and every other person who 
earned a pound in any one week, or even 
in a year. 

It must be remembered also that the 
Moore Government started certain public 
works with that fund and unemployed 
workers received £3 a week, but the period 
of engagement was restricted to 12 weeks for 
married men and six >Yeeks for single men. 
Even out of that miserable pittance these 
workers were called upon by that Government 
to pay unemployment relief tax. 

At 3.14 p.m., 

Mr. SPEAKER resunled the chair. 

Itir. POWER: Hon. members opposite 
ought, at least, to be sincere. They haYe 
little or no respect for the working-class 
movement. Any Opposition members who 
were responsible for taxing women working 
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at the washtub, or men on public works 
created under the fund established by the 
tax, are merely speaking with their tongues 
in their cheeks when they ask for a remission 
of the tax to married men with families. 
We find that workers in Queensland whose 
incomes do not exceed £232 in one year are 
not charged any tax whatever, and, if taxa­
tion is deducted from them by their employers, 
at the end of the year they can make an 
application to the department and they will 
recei Ye a refund. 

It has been said that we have made no 
reduction in taxation. A large amount of 
money has been refunded and reductions in 
taxation have also taken place under Labour's 
policy. Incomes up to £232 a year are exempt 
from taxation, and those whose incomes 
range from £249 to £499 pay 6d., and those 
whose incomes exceed £499 pay 9d. We 
believe that taxation should be levied upon 
those best able to bear it. 

We hrwe had no word of criticism from the 
Oppo~ition in regard to the rate of taxation 
and the compulsory loan that the people 11ill 

be compelled to p:1y if the Prime Minister 
is fortunate enough to get the Federal Budget 
passed. 

1Ur. YEATES: I rise to a point of order. 
The hon. member is speaking about Com­
momvcalth Government taxation. Just now, 
I \vas pulled up sharp when I touched on 
that matter. The hon. member is getting 
;may from this Bill. 

JUr. SPEAKER: Order! 

iUr. POWER: The Bill contains a very 
important clause, gi\-ing further exemptions 
to taxpayers. Our opponents are agreeable 
to the Bill up to a point, but they say that 
we should grant exemption for people with 
familiP'l. Everybody agrees that it is hard 
enough to live on the money one gets, but 
one llHJSt look at this matter from the point 
of view that the Government must have money 
to cany on their developmental work in this 
State; and the money provided by this tax 
is used for the development of the State and 
provides employment for a large number of 
our people at avmrd nctes of pay and under 
award conditions. If any further inroads are 
made on the taxation by further exemptions, 
money will not be available for many of those 
developmental works and people will be 
thro"·n out of employment. 

The hon. member for Maree made the state­
ment that the Brisbane City Council has 
receiwd wry little from the· State develop­
ment tax mone;-s. I point out that all the 
money is paid into a common pool and that 
the cocmcil has received a large amount of 
money from the Government, and, if it were 
not for the help it received from the Govern­
ment, it would not be in a position to con­
tinue the essential work of constructing a 
new sewer at Pinkenba. Much of the mo-ney 
pays for the constTnction of main roads, 
many of which have been constructed for the 
benefit of this State. 

Much has been done, but much remains to 
'be done; and it is the duty of this Govern-

ment to conserve all the funds they can, 
thereby enabling us to keep men in employ­
ment at award rates of pay and develop this 
State. The only way that can be done is by 
pursuing the sound policy that has been pur­
sued by this Govemment for quite a number 
of years. Let us sincerely hope that we never 
get into the state of affairs that prevailed 
dming the trngic years of the Moore 
Administration. 

Jir. SPARKES (Aubigny) (3.20 p.m.): 
I might say right at the outset, Mr. Speaker, 
that I am opposed to the State development 
tax. 

I was very pleased to hear the hon. member 
who has jnst resumed his seat say that he 
believed that taxation should be placed on 
the shoulders of those best able to bear it. 

lUr. Power: We have always believed 
that. 

liir. SPARI{ES: The hon. member 
defeats himself. I would put it to the hon. 
member this way: the amount of £233 a year 
is taxable, and if a person who earns that 
amount happens to have six or seven children 
he is taxable; will the hon. member tell me 
that the shoulders of a man with a wife and 
a family of six to keep are those best able 
to bear this tax~ Not<J the silence, Mr. 
Speaker. 

1Ur. ColHns: He is not taxed. 

I\Ir. SPARKES: Not taxed? I repeat 
that a man with a wife and six or seven 
children on £233 a year is taxed. 

The Secretary for Labour and Industry: 
Under the unemployment relief tax, not the 
State development tax. 

Mr. SPARKES: The hon. member who 
has just resumed his seat asserted that £232 
a year was exempt, but sums upwards of that 
amount were taxable. The hon. member 
knmvs much better than the Minister. He 
makes no interjection at all. 

The Secretary for Labour and Industry: 
There will be that anomaly no matter what 
exemption there may be. 

liir. SPARKES: No. 

The Secretary for Labour and Industry: 
There will be some that \Yill be just over the 
border. 

liir. SPARKES: I would point out to the 
Minister that that anomaly does not occur. 
The hon. gentleman knows that his Govern­
ment have an Income Tax Assessment Act, 
which exempts the man with children. The 
Income (State Development) Tax Act does 
not. 

An hon. member opposite this afternoon 
remarked about our 11ot having any respect 
for the worker. All the great love and the 
great respect for the worker is not to be 
found on his side of the House. There are 
a number of hon. members over here who have 
affection and respect for him. Personally, 
I have the greatest respect for the worker. 
I look upon my position, whatever it might 
be, as being due to the worker. If we had 
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not the worker to help us we should not be 
able to carry on our businesses. The other 
day the Minister would have us believe that 
private enterprise should not employ any­
body. I say emphatically that it is not the 
business of the Government to be an employer. 
I have heard the Premier times without 
number say that this handing out of what 
one would not exactly call a dole, but of this 
money, wa's only a paHiative, the ultimate 
idea being to get men at work with private 
enterprise. For hon. members opposite at 
all times to adopt the attitude that the 
private employer is always antagonistic to 
his workers is not in the best interest; of the 
State. 

The Brisbane "Courier-Mail" of 1 October 
published the new deduction scale, and I 
observed that the amounts for a man on £5 
a week, that is, the lowest scale, are-

State 
Federal 
State development tax 

s. cl. 
1 8 
3 4 
2 6 

Taken together the two Queensland deduc­
tions are greater than that of the Common­
wealth. Hon. members have often said 
during this debate that they were not taxing 
the man with the smaller pay. If this is 
reported correctly-and I presume that it is, 
because I feel sure that our Treasurer ·would 
not miss it if it was not-it would appear 
that the State Govemment are collecting 
much more each week than the Federal 
Government are. The point I wish to stress 
is that if this man happened to have a wife 
and one child he would be exempt from 
Federal taxation but not from the State 
development tax. 

You, Mr. Speaker, know country conditions 
Yery well. Only last week, when we had those 
bad bushfires in country districts, not only 
the men were out working but also the women, 
and they did a tremendous amount of work 
in pro·dding food for the men. If any hon. 
member cares to visit any of the average 
dairy farms on the Downs more than likely 
he will see four or five children helping a 
fa'rmer to earn his income. At the end of the 
year that farmer's income will be probably 
£250 or £300, but there is no exemp­
tion, despite the fad that his children helped 
him greatly in making that amount. I am 
surprised that hon. members opposite are so 
quiet. It is a new experience for me, hBca'use, 
as a rule, I have many interjections on these 
matters. I ask hon. members why they sup­
port the taxing of this man who has children 
as against the man who has no family at all. 
\Vhy, they are quietness personified. 

Tl1e Premier: You do not " kid " 
yourself, do you~ 

Mr. SP ARKES: That is the last thing 
I should dream of doing. 

The Premier: You are pulling your own 
leg. 

Mr. SPARKES: I am not in the habit of 
doing that, either. 

The Premier: You cannot pull anyone 
else's, anyhow. 

Mr. SPARKES: I have heard the 
Premier say that he believed in placing the 
burden on the shoulders of those best able 
to bear it. Does he think that the dairyman 
with the wife and six or seven children is 
better able to bear the burden of taxation 
than the single man who is earning £233? 

The Premier: You are referring to the 
dairyman but you really ha Ye in mind the 
grazier. 

Mr. SP ARKES: I am not thinking of the 
grazier at all but if he was clown to earning 
£300 a year, he would be in the same unfor­
tunate position. 

The Premjer: It is the man on the high 
income for whom you hold the brief. 

lUr. SPARKES: Not at all. I am talking 
about the man on the low income. 

~Ir. Devries: Then you are talking about 
very few. 

Mr. SP ARKES: If the hon. member 
cares to visit any of the dairying districts 
he will find that a number o"f daiTymen have 
incomes of about £250 a year, and he will 
probably find that they were helped to make 
that £250 by their children. 

I was sm·prisccl to hear the hon. membel" 
for Hamilton support the State deYclopment 
tax. He knows quite well that compnny taxa­
tion has had the tendency of sending com­
panies to the South. 

:iUr. P'ie: I oppose the reduction of the 
State dewlopment tax. 

~Ir. SP ARKES: Of course, the hon 
member will tell us that that is a clifferBnt 
tax, but the point is that if a child is given 
some castor oil with an orange, it is still 
castor oil and will ha,·e the same effect as 
castor oil without the orange. This is still 
taxation. 

When speaking on this Bill the other day, 
the Secretary fo-r Labour and Industry said 
that the State development tax was of benefit 
to me as a cattleman in that it increases the 
prices of my cattle. He sairl that my bullock 
would be worth more because of this tax. 
But I want to tell him that my bullock is 
worth £3 and £4 more in the State that has 
not got this State development tax. 

Mr. Power: That is what is worrying 
you. 

Mr. SPARKES: The hon. member who 
interjected has just entered the Chamber, and 
I challenge him to tell me if he thinks the 
man with a wife and six children to keep 
has the shoulders be't able to bear taxa­
tion-particularly as against the single man? 

~Ir. Power: You are only concerned 
about yourself. 

l\Ir. SPARKES: I have not got six 
children. The Government are in on the 
small man this time, although they are always 
saying what they will do for the worker. 
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The Minister said that I could not have it 
both ways with regard to the price of my 
stock. I say to him that the State develop­
ment tax has no more to do with the price 
of my cattle than the man in the moon. He 
knows very well that the price of meat 
to-day is fixed by the Imperial Government, 
and so are the prices of wool and butter. 
The Minister did not refer to the Commis­
sioner of Prices, and I direct this question to 
him through you, Mr. Speaker: can he fix 
the price of meat when it is in abundance~ 
He will fix prices when meat is scarce, hut, 
when it is over-supplied, can he fix the price~ 

The Secretary for Labour and Industry: 
It does not matter what the period is; you 
·must have the spending power. 

~Ir. SP ARKES: Admittedly. Where we 
disagree is that I believe that if the money 
is left in the hands of the private individual 
he will spend it to better advantage than 
the Government. 

Mr. Nimmo: Hear, hear! Tha~ is the 
point. 

A Government Member interjected. 

~Ir. SPARKES: The hon. member speaks 
about squatters, but it does not matter to 
me 'vho the man is. It does not matter 
whether he is a squatter or, a dairyman, and 
that is just why I think this tax is unfair 
and unjust. I say, umeservedly, that it is 
one of the most unjust taxes ever introduced 
into Parliament. 

1Ur. ~HUUO (Oxley) (3.J4 p.m.): Before 
this debate is closed, I should like to say 
that I think the Government are clinging to 
the tax bec:mse it will draw in money from 
the poorer people who otherwise would 
escape taxation. I say plainly that the tax 
is spread all over the State and rests on the 
shoulders of the shearer and the caneeutter 
anr1 others who would otherwise escape taxa­
tion. The Government are clinging tenaci­
ously to the tax without being gracious 
,enough to make allowances for family cir­
cumstances. In my rlistrict there are a 
number of people with large families who find 
it yorv difficult to live. The hon. member 
for KelYin GroYc appears to be surprised. I 
think that he is sincere in trying to help 
people with large families, but he said, by 
wa~' of interjection, that a person eaming 
£233 did not pay the tax. I say that such 
a man does pay the tax, and that it is very 
irksome on these poor people with large 
families. 

~Ir. Jones: It depends on the district in 
in which he lives. The exemption for the 
K orthem Division is £277 per annum. 

~Ir. NIMlUO: I am making comparisons 
in the Southern Division. If a man in the 
Southern Division rarns £233 he has to pay 
the tax. I know that in the Northern Division 
he escapes the tax on a larger income unless 
he happens to be working for himself. If he 
is working for himself he has to pay the 
tax, eyen if he earns less than the basic 
wage plus the parity allowed for the Northern 
Division. That is wrong. Now that the Bill 

is before us, the Government should decide 
to remedy these anomalies. I know that in 
one part of my district almost all the workers 
are on the basic wage; but, because they are 
earning a little overtime they have to pay 
this tax on their whole incomes. On the 
other hand, a wealthy man may have a single 
daughter eaming £233 a year as a typist 
but she pays only the same amount for 
rlevclopmcnt tax as a married man with six 
children eaming a similar income. No 
Government should continue that state of 
affairs, because it is not right in the interests 
of the people. 

Much is said to-day about Federal taxa­
tion, and, because the Federal Government 
propose to take a loa'n of 4s. a week from a 
single person earning £150 per annum for 
the war effort, every Labour member of 
Parliament squeals that the Federal Govern­
ment are doing wrong; yet, in this State, 
the Government impose a tax regardless of 
family responsibilities and they allow a statu­
tory exemption of £150 for ordinary income­
tax purposes. The whole thing is wrong, and 
the Government are not sincere when theY 
insist on taking this money from the pockets 
of the poor people. Only yesterday the 
Treasurer told us, in another debate, that 
there were only 6,000 people in this State 
earning over £1,000 per annum and that the 
big body of the people were eaming £500 
per annum and less. I believe that 95 per 
cent. of the people in this State earn £500 
and less, so that the purpose of the GoYern­
ment is to rake in a huge sum of money from 
the poor people. 

I am in favour of abolishing this tax 
altogether and raising the money by some 
other means. I think the Government should 
raise the amount required by ordinary income­
taxation methorls. That would be fair and 
it would be democratic, too, because hon. 
members would then have an opportunity of 
reviewing the expenditure of the money. The 
Estimates have !Jeen submitted for our con­
sideration. The GoYernment raise a huge snm 
of money by way of State rlevelopment tax­
greater than the amount obtained by ordinary 
income-tax means-but the money is spent 
without parliamentary supervision; 55 per 
cent. of the money is supposed to be spent 
on puhlic wDTks, hut 45 per cent. of it is 
(lumped into consolirlated revenue for ordinary 
revenue purposes. I suggest that we should 
all g·et together to do something to abolish 
the tax. It was imposed to meet the effects 
of a depression, but the Government have con­
tinued it so as to be able to act as a Father 
Christmas to certain veople by giving them 
jobs while other people have had no jobs at 
all. 

'l'he jobs that have been provided have hecn 
only of a temporary chamcter. The total 
revenue received by this Government since 
1932 from the unemployment relief tax and 
the State development tax is £21,372,000. 
What have we to show for that money? The 
capital of the Broken Hill Proprietary Com­
pany. which has been mentioned in this House 
a's producing steel at a rate cheaper than it 
is produced at in Great Britain, together 
with that of Consolidated Industries Limited, 
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dces not approach that sum of money. Yet 
those two companies are continuously employ· 
ing labour to a greater extent than the 
Queenslanu Government under this scheme. 

The Secretary for Public Works: Are 
you speaking to the l<'ederal Budget~ 

lUr. NHIMO: I am speaking to the State 
development tax and showing how the money 
has been 11asted since it was enacted. N at­
withstanding what the hon. member for 
Baroona said and his remarks about the blight 
of the Moore Government, had the policy of 
that Government been pursued and the estab­
lishment of industries been encouraged when 
the first loan money was made available a 
different story woulu be told to-day. 

Mr. Power: What about the money your 
Government lent to New South Wales~ 

~Ir. NilUMO: What about the money 
redeemed by the Government to-day by 
Treasury bills: 'rhat is exactly the same as 
lending money to other States'? 

lUr. SPEAKER: Order! 

llir. NHDIO: The Government should 
have continued the Moo re Government's policy 
of encouraging private enterprise. Had that 
been their policy motor cars would doubtless 
be manufactured in Brisbane to-day, as a 
franchise was gr::mted to a company for that 
purpose by the J\Ioore Government. 

~Ir. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. 
gentleman must confine himself to the prin­
ciples of the Bill. 

:nr. :NDDIO: I hope, Mr. Speaker, you 
will bear with me for a minute. I was 
endeavouring to point out that it would have 
been possible to abolish this tax if the 
Govemment had pmsued the policy of the 
Moore Government in encouraging private 
enterprise. 

~Ir. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. 
gentleman is wandering somewhat from the 
question before the House. 

~Ir. NIMJIO: The Moore Government 
granted a franchise to a company to build 
the Riley motor car. If that policy had been 
encouraged that company to-day might have 
been operating and employing 6,000 or 7,000 
persons, while a large number of other persons 
would be engaged in subsidiary industries. 

The Premier: You know perfectly well 
that what you are saying is untrue. It is 
only fiction. 

~Ir. NDOIO: The more people are 
t·mployecl by private enterprise, the greater 
the prosperity, because the Government can­
not employ labour and permit private enter· 
prise to cany on at the same time. That is 
becaus!). the tax on private enterprise is too 
great. Our chief concern to-day should be to 
encourage private enterprise. The hon. mem· 
her for Hamilton mentioned a proposal to 
help certain companies to embark in business. 
That should be our objective. A public· 
works policy at the best provides temporary 
employment OI!ly for a few, and whether public 

works ure the construction of a Government 
building or a bridge the workmen on them 
must, on the completion of the job, look round 
for further employment. It is just possible, 
also, that a number of those workmen are 
attracted from the country to the city. 

I ask hon. mem hers to take into consider a· 
tion the poorer people with large families. 
Every hon. member recognises that something 
should be done to improve their position at 
the present time. The cost of nearly every 
necessity of life has been increased, yet we 
find the Government saying they will not 
grant any exemptions for family cil·cum· 
stances. That being sq we can only conclude 
that they are unsympathetic to the working 
class. 

We know certainly that no prov1swn is 
made in the Bill to provide for family con­
ditions. I take it an amendment will be 
moved at a latBr stage, and I hope hon. 
members will Yote, not on party lines, but 
from the point of view of the interests of 
the workers as a whole. 

The hon. member for Cook spoke about the 
wonderful spending of monBy from this tax. 
I lmve had some word about the Cook elec­
torate, and very little progress has been made 
in that area. 'l'he people arc wondering whBn 
something is going to be <lone there. Of all 
tlw money that has been expended­
£21,000,000-o(lrl-none has provided continuity 
of Bmploymcnt for the wOTkers. If the Gov­
ernment had that to show, well and good. I 
am not quarrelling with the spending of 
money on roads ,:mcl developmental work, but 
it should come from ordinary revenue. Let 
it appear on the ordinary Estimates and we 
should know where the money was being 
spent, but to put down one big sum from this 
tax and not permit members of Parlia­
ment to have an opportunity of reviewing the 
expenditure is wrong and undemocratic. For 
that reason I am 110t supporting the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR l;ABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. T. A. Foley, Normanby) 
( 3.47 p.m.), in reply: When moving the 
SDCond reading of this Bill I purposely 
widened the scope of the discussion by anti­
cipating the points that wo\1lcl be raiscu by 
thB Opposition, and virtually all the points 
that I dealt with have been touched upon by 
hon. members opposite during the com·se of 
this debate. I could have confined my remarks 
to the actual principle embodied in the Bill, 
but my main purpose in endeavouring to 
widen the scope of the debate-and you 
assisted me, ::\h. Spenker, by allowing me to 
do so-was to lay all our cards on the tahlB, 
thereby enabling the people of Queensland at 
least to glean some idea as to how the money 
wa's raised and how it was being spent. 

The main points that have been raised and 
supported by every hon. member of the Oppo· 
sition were that the Government are not justi­
fieu in continuing the State development tax. 
Mr. SpBaker, hon. members opposite have very 
short memories. It is not far back to the 
last State election campaign, during which 
tho then Leader of the Opposition tried to 
outhiu the Premier, who led the Labour Pa'rty, 
in his efforts to gain the votes of thB people. 
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He said that he would reduce taxation to a 
greater extent than the Premier offered to do 
ancl yet all those poor people referred to by 
the hon. member for Oxley and other hon. 
members opposite voted almost unanimously 
for Labour and returned a thumping majority 
of hon. members on this side of the Housl' 
compared with the paltry few on the Opposi­
tion side. 

The Premier purposely raised the issue and 
made the party's intentions quite clear by 
saying-

'' Owing to the fact the Commonwealth 
have consistently drained more reYenue from 
Queensland than they have spent here in 
works and sen·ic.es, it is desirable that the 
State development tax will have to be con­
tinued. Any rencljustmcnt of taxation that 
can be made will depend largely on the 
funds available to the Crown. 'rhe Labour 
Party have no intention of misleading the 
public or offering bribes for electioneering 
purposes.'' 

'l'hat straight-out issue •vas purposely raised 
by the Premier dming the election campaign 
and we were overwhelmingly supported by the 
people, so that we can say that we have a 
n~andate to continue the tax in view of the 
great amount of good that was being clone 
with the money. 'l'hnt is sufficient juRtifica­
tion for the continuing of the S'tatc develop­
ment tnx until the Govnnment find that it is 
desirable to amend the Act and further Tednce 
the amount received from it in revenue. 

As I have alTeauy said, hon. members oppo· 
site have short memories. Apparently they 
OYCrlook the fact that the first unemployment 
relief tax, introduced by the 1Ioore Govern· 
mc-nt, pTovided for no exemptions of any kind 
except a few old -age pensioners. The cha'r­
woman, the casunl worker, and the school child 
who won a prize at the school sports had to 
pay the tax just like the richest person in 
the community. We, on the other hand, have 
consistently reduced the incidence of this tax 
since 19 32. 

An Opposition liiember: You have not. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INnUSTRY: I say deliberately that we 
ha.-e. \Ve have given concessions to the tax­
p~'yeTs of Queensland since J 932, appToxim­
ating £] ,500,000 annually. Hon. members can­
not contTaclict that statement and it cnn be 
confirmed by diTec~ing a simple question to 
the Commissioner of Taxes. 

The CommissioneT infoTms me that in addi­
tion to that, c1ming the last past fonT years, 
he has relieved 36,404 taxpn'yers under the 
Income (Unemployment Relief) Tax Acts and 
the Income (State Development) Tax Act 
from the payment of taxes totalling £165,000. 

Much has been said by one hon. member 
opposite about the "poor farmer" and the 
effect of the tax on his income. The Com­
nnsswner of Taxes points out-and I 
emphasised this point wl10n a: similar measure 
1\ as being amended on a previous occasion­
that to the average farmer in the countrv 
area he aJlOWS certain deductions that 1YilJ at 

least give some easing of conditions. To give 
hon. members some idea of the practice fol­
lowed by the Commissioner I wouicl point out 
tha't for the purpose of the State development 
! ax, deductions similar to those allowed under 
the Income Tax Assessment Act are allowed 
for-

( 1) Expenditme incurred in-

( a) Eradication and extermination of 
pests; 

(b) Clearing, scrubbing, suekering, and 
destruction of weeds and cletrimen tal 
plants; 

(c) Preparation for a'griculture; 

(d) Ploughing and grassing of grazing: 
land; 

(c) Draining of swamp land. 

(2) Amount expended on wire-netting and 
the rost ·Of placing wire-netting in position 
on tlw fence where the country is ravaged 
lly animal pests. 

( 3) The carrying forward of losses since 
the year J 920-21. 

(4) The allowa'ncc, up to an amount of 
£100, of la'nd tax paid as a deduction from 
income tax payable 1vith respect to inc:ome 
derived from the bnd. 'l'his means in most 
cases that the primary producC'r pays only 
the greater of the two taxes, and not both 
taxes. 

(5) The omission from his li\·estork 
schedules of livestock on hand \Yhere the 
taxpayer owns not more than 150 head. 

( 6) Profits on sales of Crown leases 
exempted fron•, tax. 

All these arc allowed under the Income 'l'ax 
Assessment Act and are allowed by the Com­
missioner when assessing farmers and other 
C•.mntry dwellers for State de;-elopment tax. 

lUr. Nirnmo: How would they know the 
income they had P 

Tlm SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: They have the same privi­
leges a's other members of the community. I 
can assure hon. members that the persons I 
am refening to do not belong to that ''poor 
farmer'' class for which an hon. member 
pleads. As the result of Labour's policy, 
enforced over a period of years, the per­
centage of ''poor famwrs'' he refers to is 
infinitesimal as compared with that in some of 
the other Tory-governed States. Hon. mem­
bers know tha't the workers in this State 
c·njoy not only the highest basic wage in the 
Commonwealth, bnt also the basic wage with 
the highest purchasing power in the Common­
wealth. 

For the information of hon. meJPbers who 
have been pleading for exemptions for children 
and other dependants, I might say that the 
single man pays a greater amount of income 
tax than the married man with obligations. 
~IJ,_ man with no dependants a'nd caning an 
mcome of £200 a year conb·ibutes £1 6s. 3d. 
by way of income tax. That same man, if he 
e~rns £2Cl2-the exemption we are fixing under 
this Bill-would pay £2 4s. 4d. in income tax. 
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'l'ht• married man with a dependent wife am1 
(·arning £200 a year pays no income tax. If 
he is eaming £232 he pays no income tax. If 
a man has a wife and one dependent child, 
he can eam up to £250 before paying income 
rax, and if he has three dependent chililrcn his 
income can rise to £400 before he will be 
asked to pay any income tax. 

:illr. Sparkes: That is not State develop­
ment tax. 

The SECRE'fARY FOR LABOUR A'ND 
I'NDUSTRY: The point I want to 
emphasise is that hon. members have not been 
presenting the case properly. The man \Yith 
no dependants contributes his share of taxa­
tion undcx the Income 'rax Assessment Act, 
whereas under the same measure the family 
man is granted some relief. 

I haYe pointed out time and again that 
it is difficult to grant the allowances suggested, 
hccanse the greater part of State development 
tax is collected at the source. If this tax 
was assessed in the same wav as ordinary 
income tax, it \Yould be possible to do some­
thing along the lines suggested, but the 
Income (State De,·elopment) Tax Act \vas 
drafted on the principle of collecting the 
tax at its source, and it has not been possible, 
up to date, to make adjustments. 

Much has been said about parities, and a 
desire to place the family man in the outlying 
parts of the State on a similar basis to the 
fmnily man under the Income Tax Assessment 
Act. · The Commissioner of Taxes points out 
that the number of taxpayers who would 
benefit in those areas is small indeed. I haYe 
a map of the State showing the different divi­
sions, and from it we find that 81 per cent. of 
the total number of farmers in Queensland 
benefit by the proposed increase of the exemp­
tion to £232. That 81 per cent. is included in 
the No. 1 or south-eastern district, which 
extends from Stanthorpe to St. Lawrence, 
from the coast inland to Alpha in the north 
and to ~Iiles and Dalby in the south. Hon. 
members must admit that that division covers 
a tremendous area. lt embraces the greater 
part of the population of Queensland, and in 
that m·ea are 81 per cent. of the people for 
''ham the hon. member pleads, and they will 
benefit as the result of the exemption now 
before the IT ouse. Hon. members opposite 
l1ave very little to cavil at. The rest of the 
population, as I have already pointed out, 
would include only 100 or 200 farmers, 
a·11l possibly most of them would have incomes 
that "·ouh1 not benefit if the exemption was 
raiser1 to £:\00. The gn·ater 1mmber of those 
people wonld be graziers, an<1 I can assure 
hon. members that no grazier will carry on 
operations if his earnings are below' the 
amount set out in the Act. 

I do not think there is any need for apology 
to the Opposition. We have done exception­
ally fine work, as I pointed out in my second­
reading speech. 'rhe work carried out by 
the Co-ordinator-General of Public ·works 
on main roads and on P.E.I. roads in 
various parts of the State-many thousands 
of miles of these roads have been built 
>Yhe1·e at one time the farmer waited 

many years before he got a road under 
the squatter Governments-has done a great 
C.eal for the State. \Vith the money received 
by the imposition of this tax and the pooling of 
it with Loan J<'um1s, the Co-ordinator-General 
has been able to build thousands of miles of 
roads, all as the result of a Labour Govern­
ment's policy. Work on harbour and river 
improvements and forestry work as referred 
to by the hon. member for Cook have been 
included in the programme, which is a big 
thing for the future of this State. 

The Co-ordinator-General, under the policy 
that has been adopted by Labour in recent 
years, has the control of the whole of the 
funds at the disposal of the Government. 
Although it might he possible for hon. mem­
bers opposite to point to certain expenditure 
that in their opinion should not have been 
made from the money received from the 
State development tax, if they IYCrc fair and 
analytical in their criticism they would gh·e 
consideration to the fact that the Co-ordinator­
General is eanying out \Yhat is known as a 
co-ordinated plan for the whole of Queens­
land. To cany out that pla'n he has to 
co-ordinate all the fum1s :n·nilaLle to the 
Government. Those funds are refcncd to 
him for apportionment am1 for the canying 
out of the programme in the various parts 
of the State. The result of that policy has 
Leen the adoption of a useful programme of 
works in all parts of the State. Those 
works are not cronfined to the city areas or to 
the large towns, but, as I have already men­
tioned, are apportioned to \Yhere it is possible 
to cany out useful work and where there 
are men \Yho cannot be absorbed by private 
enterprise. 

Hon. members opposite haYe said that it is 
not the dutv of the Government to become 
an employer", but that is a misleading argu­
ment, particularly under existing conditions, 
because it would mean the tiHowing to the 
wolves-putting on the dolo for many years­
thousands of honest workers who have a 
perfect right to work in the community with 
those who are in the more priYileged position. 
I clain; that the Government can justify the 
expenchture of C\'ery penny tlwt has been 
spent since this measure has been in opera­
tion. As I said, one can refer to any index 
or table in the Queenslanc1 Year Book and 
one will find that as a result of the departure 
from a deflationary policy to the expanRionist 
and' developmental policy that ha's been fol­
lowed by the Government since 1932, there has 
been a gradual improYement in every index. 
When Labour took office the BuRiriess and 
Prosperity Index \vas at the lowest figure ever 
known in tbe history of Queenslm1d. 

Hon. members have spoken about the 
depression years of the Moore Government. 
The Labour Government came in during the 
\\'Orst period of the depression, but by their 
expansionist policy providing for expenditure 
from the Unemployment Relief Fund and 
from Loan Funds, and by their guarantee of 
debenture loans to various local authorities 
they have carried out a programme of which 
they can feel proud. The result was a general 
improvement everywhere. 
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When I referred during my second-reading 
speech to the part that was played by the 
Premier at the Loan Council meeting in 1932 
hon. members opposite laughed and jeered as 
if it were negligible, but I want to emphasise 
that the upward trend in business and corn­
mercial activities throughout the Common­
wealth began about 1933 after the defeat of 
the Moore Government and the adoption 110t 
only by Queensland but by the other States 
and the Lyons Federal Government of an 
expansionist policy instead of the deflationist 
policy that had been practised by the various 
Governments. I want to refer to what 
happened at this memorable conference so as 
to give hon. members some idea of the 
opinions of the Press concerning the person 
responsible for the changed outlook that took 
place at the conference. This is the motion 
that was moved by the Premier-

'' That this conference of Premiers 
affirms its determination to meet all interest 
obligations, to continue progressively to 
reduce Budget deficits and to conduct a 
public policy with a view to reviving 
industry, so as to restore normal employ­
ment to those of our citizens who have 
neither work nor wages.'' 

A discussion took place and the logic of the 
Premier was so convincing that he was able 
to swing not only the Prime Minister but 
also the leaders of the various States to 
his point of view, and it was decided that 
instead of continuing the existing deflationist 
policy, which ~would have meant ruin to the 
people of this great island continent, the 
conference should abandon it in favour of 
one substantially on the lines suggested by 
the Premier. The resolution eventually 
carried was-

'' That this conference affirms its adher­
ence to the principles of the Premiers' 
plan of 1931, and undertakes to meet 
interest obligations, to continue progres­
sively to reduce Budget deficits and to 
conduct public policy with a view to 
reviving industry so as to restore normal 
employment to those of our citizens who 
have neither work nor wages.'' 

I ask hon. members opposite to note the 
similarity between the motion moved by the 
Premier and the motion eventually carried. 
They will realise that there is very little 
difference in the wording of them. There is 
just a slight variation, but in essence i.t 
meant the restoration of work and wages to 
Australian citizens who had neither. That 
was the outcome of the conference at which 
the Premier attended and presented his case 
so logically that it carried the day. 

The Commonwealth and the various States 
were represented at that conference by the 
following:-

Commonwealth-The Prime Minister (Mr. 
.J. A. Lyons), the Assistant Treasurer 
(Senator Massey Greene), the Secretary 
to the Treasury (Mr. H . .J. Sheehan), 
and the Assistant Secretary (Mr. S. G. 
Macfarlane) _ 

Queensland-The Premier (Mr. Forgan 
Smith), the Minister for Lands (J\Ir. P. 

Pease), the Under Secretary to the 
Treasury (Mr. Stanley), and the 
Premier's private secretary (Mr. T. G. 
Hope). 

Yictoria-The Premier (Sir Stanley 
Argyle), the Minister for Works and 
Assistant Treasurer (Mr. .J. P. .J ones), 
the Assistant Minister (Colonel H. E. 
Cohen), and the Under Secretary to the 
Treasury (Mr. Pitt). 

New South Wales-The Premier (Mr. 
B. S. B. Stevens), the Deputy Premier 
(Colonel Bruxner), and the Under 
Secretary to the Treasury (Mr. 
Chapman). 

South Australia-The Premier (Mr. Hill) 
and the Under Secretary to the Treasury 
(Mr. Stuckey). 

Western Australia-The Premier (Sir 
.Tames Mitchell) and the Under Secretary 
to the Treasury (Mr. Berkeley). 

Tasmania-The Acting Premier (Sir 
Waiter Lee), Mr. Tasman Shields, 
M.L.C., and the Under Secretary to tl1e 
Treasury (Mr. Strutt). 

I want to go further and give the reply 
courteous to hon. members opposite who 
jeered at my remarks that the alteration in 
the economic policy in Queensland and other 
States was not a result of the case put before 
the Premiers' Conference by our Premier. I 
first have an extract from the Brishrrne 
"Daily Standmd," a Lnbonr paper of that 
time, of 1 .July, 1932. In an article, under 
the heading ''Mr. Smith Wins,'' it stated-

" When the Premiers met again on Thurs­
da:-· moming, Lyons, Hill and Co. were 
in a more compromising vein, and they 
agreed to the am'endment of the Queensland 
Premier. 

''This meant a clear-cut victory for Mr. 
Forgan Smith. Even the anti-Labour Can­
berra ''rimes,' the official organ of the 
Lyons-Bruce Government, came out this 
morning on its front page with the words-

' The adoption of this resolution con­
stituted a victory for the Queensland 
Premier. Mr. Smith's amendment 
altered the resolution submitted by :\fr. 
Lyons, so as to include the provision tl1at 
all the Governments of the Commonwealth 
should pursue a vigorous policy to revive 
industry and absorb the unemployed.' 

''The 'Sydney \Vorld' stars Mr. Smith 's 
achievement as a victory, and the 'Daily 
'l'cle,graph,' Sydney, devotes a special 
article on the editorial page to a eulogistic 
reference to Mr. Forgan Smith. The 
latter paper sent an army of pressmen to 
Canberra, and they concentrated on Mr. 
Forgan Smith, realising that he was the 
most interesting personality at the con­
ference. 

''The Melbourne 'Herald,' the managing 
director of which (Mr. Keith Murdoch) is 
the chief backer of Mr. Lyons, and facili­
tated his breakaway from the break-up of 
the Scullin Government, also features Mr. 
Forgan Smith. 



Income (State Development) [2 OCTOBER.] Tax Acts Amendment Bill. 597 

''In a leading article on the conference 
in Thursday's issue tl1e 'Herald' says the 
only hope is in a relea'se of bank credits, 
practically stealing the policy on which 
Labour fought the elections (Federal elec­
tions), and which the ' Herald' denounced 
at that time. 

"It has now come round to see that it 
is the only solution of the terrible problems 
which beset Australia at this hour. 

"New Hope for Labour. 

"Mr. Forgan Smith has not only 
crystallised Labour's policy at this con­
ference with his insistence upon m·onetary 
reform, but he has given new hope to 
Labour supporters. 

''It is a great thing that the workers of 
Australia have a spokesman and a champion 
to put their case in this hotbed of Tory 
policy, where Mr. Lyons (a former Labour 
Minister), supported by the former Labour 
leader (Sir George Pearce), reign. 

''But for the advent of Mr. Forgan 
Smith, the Tory Premiers of ihe Common­
wealth could have fixed upon thr Australian 
people that hopeless policy of deflation with 
its sustained wage cuts and destruction of 
social services leading eventually to an 
accentuation of the spirit of despair which 
precedes national disaster.'' 

I may have departed somewhat from the 
actual principle of the Bill, Mr. Speaker, but 
I desire to reply to speeches and points 
raised during the debate by hon. members 
opposite. They took up quite a considerable 
time. Hon. m'ombers jeered at me when I 
endeavoured to point out the part pla'yed in 
the economic reconstruction of this State 
by the State development tax, particularly 
when I referred to the increased spending 
power its expenditure created in the com­
munity. An hon. member said, ''What about 
New South Walesq" I had occasion to 
point out that it was because of the Pre­
mier's submission at the meeting of the 
Premiers in Hl32 that the deflationist out­
look of the Common>vealth and State Govern­
ments was altered, and the policy of Queens­
land adopted. The Press statements I read 
are a complete reply to the jeers of hon. mem­
bers opposite, particulaTly as they are the 
vic>vs at the time of the leading anti-Labour 
papers in Australia. 

In order to deal with the point raised by 
hon. members opposite as to the equitable 
distribution of State developme11t tax 
moneys I obtained a table supplied by the 
Co-ordinator-General, who is in a position to 
keep a record of the expenditure, as he 
handles the whole of it. This table explains 
how the money was expended in the various 
districts throughout the State. It deals with 
the districts of Moreton, Maryborough, Roma, 
and so on, right up to Cape York. I looked 
up the report of the Under Secretary for 
Labour over the last few vears and I chocked 
thn distribution of exp"enditure from the 
State development tax for the last financial 

year in the metropolitan areas and country 
areas. I found it was as follows:-

1937-38 
1938-39 
1939-40 
1940-41 

Metropolitan 
Districts. 

Per cent. 
45·02 
27·8 
28·4 
23·8 

Country 
Districts. 

Per cent. 
54·98 
72·2 
71·6 
76·2 

From whatever angle one may view the 
position, it is clear the Government, through 
the Co-ordinator-General, h:ave done their 
best to make an equitable distribution of 
these moneys throughout the State. 

The ex-leader of the Opposition had some­
thing to say about evasive answers to ques­
tions directed to me with regard to the expen­
diture of State development tax money. I 
point out that the reason why those questions 
were not answered was that no one hon. mem­
ber has the right to that information over 
another; and, further, it is at times difficult 
to give accurate and definite information 
until the accounts are squared. It was pointed 
out by the Premier, when introducing the 
original Bill, that clause 77 read as follows:-

"In the month of August or as soon 
after May as may be convenient in each 
year, the Minister shall cause a report to 
be laid before Parliament giving full 
information as to all operations and pro­
ceedings thereunder during the last pre­
ceding financial year.'' 

''Full information as to all operations and 
proceedings under this Act'' have been sup­
plied to Parliament, as the Act provides. 
That information has been worked out up to 
the present time. My officers have been 
working day and night endeavouring to 
finalise accounts to be included in the report 
of the Under Secretary. The report will be 
tabled in this Assembly as soon as it is 
available, and hon. members will have an 
opportunity of scrutinising it and examining 
every penny of expenditure in the different 
parts of the State. I cannot say much more 
than that. The Government set out to carry 
out the principle that was adopted at the 
1932 Premiers' Conference. Naturally, the 
carrying out of that policy in a State cover­
ing such a wide nrea as Queensland-especi­
ally in view of the problems that confronted 
them when they took over in 1932-required 
a considerable amount of money. We endea­
voured, through the Loan Council, to raise 
every possible shilling by way of loan. On 
the other hand, we reduced the incidence of 
the tax. In their last year of office, the 
Moore Government spent £4,500,000 from 
lorrns, relief tax, and other sources, but a 
large army of men had neither work nor 
wages nor spending power to help to improve 
the conditions of the community. We took 
office in 1932-at the worst time of the 
depression. (Opposition dissent.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: If hon. members opposite 
doubt me, they can refer to the Business. 
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and Prosperity Index. 'rhey will there see 
that the index at that time was the lowest 
in the history of the State. As a result of 
the policy of Labour of using funds from 
the State development tax and loans, and 
assisting local authorities, the number of 
workers on the wages and salaries bill of the 
State has been increased by 100,000 since 
that time. Notwithstanding that, we have, 
during the period, been able to decrease the 
incidence of the State development tax on 
the taxpayers of the State, resulting in a 
saving of £1,500,000 a year. 

There is no need for any apology to hon. 
members opposite. I have replied to the 
main points raised by them. To agree to 
the exemption, equalisation of parities in 
parts of the State, and deductions for 
children, in addition to the deductions already 
given, would mean a loss of revenue of 
between £800,000 and £1,300,000. To do 
that, development would have to be restricted 
to that extent, and this restriction would 
result in putting a large army of men out of 
work and would reduce the spending power in 
the communitv; to the extent that revenue is 
restricted, the development-works programme 
is restricted, and the result \vould be a reac· 
tion similar to the application of the defla­
tionist policy adopted in the three years to 
which I have often referred. 

Mr. Speaker, I maintain that we have a 
definite mandate> from the people of Queens­
land to continue the State development tax 
until circumstances will permit of its fur· 
ther reduction or its abolition. That we have 
a definite mandate is shown by the large 
number cf representatives of the people 
sitting on this side of the House. 

Motion (Mr. Foley) agreed to. 

The House adjourned at 4.25 p.m. 

Supply. 




