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540 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

WEDNESDAY, 1 OCTOBER, 1941. 

J\Ir. SPEAKER (Hon. E. J. Hanson, 
Buranda) took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

STRIKE OF ENGINEERS, IPSWJCII HAIL>YAY 
WORKSHOPS. 

JUr. NllU:JUO (Oxley), for Mr. 1\IAHER 
(West J\Ioreton), asked the Secretary for 
Labour and Industry-

' 'In reference to the engineers' strike 
at the Ipswich Railway Workshop;:-

1. Was a secret ballot taken in 
accordance with section 51 of Lhe Indus­
trial Conciliation and AT bit-cation Acts '1 

2. Has the matter been 1'eferrod to the 
Court~ 

3. Is any action proposer] to make the 
la\Y effective agn-i1~st illcgnl stril:eTs 7'' 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. T. A. Foley, Normanby) 
replied-

'' An early resumption of work on just 
terms is anticipated.'' 

LOAN-SUBSIDY SCHEME. 

II'Ir. NICKLIN (Murrumba) asked the 
Treasurer-

'' \Vhat was the total amount outstand­
ing at 30 June last of commitments in 
respect of approved subsidies unuer the 
loan-subsidy scheme 'I'' 

The TREASUUER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

' '£589,74210s. Id. It does not necessarily 
follow that these commitments are payable 
in any one financial year.'' 

EXPENDITURE ON REFORESTATION, 1940-41. 

1Ur WALKER (Cooroora) asked the 
Secretary for Public Lands-

'' \Yhat was the expenditure in J 9'W-41 un 
reforestation under the following head­
ings:-( a) From consolidated revenue, 
(b) from the Loan Fund, (c) from other 
sources?'' 

'l'l!e SECUETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. E. J. Walsh, Mirani) replied-

'' The information will be contained in 
the annual report of the Department to 
be submitted to Parliament shortly.'' 

PROMOTION OF UNIFORM AND OTHER POLICE. 

:fiir. NHDIO (Oxley) asked the Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs-

'' 1. Is the status of a member of tht· 
detective branch higher than that· of a 
member of the uniform branch holding 
corresponding rank? If so, in "IYhat parti· 
cnlars ~ 

'' 2. If the answer to 1 is 'yes,' when 
and how was the status of the detectiYt' 
branch improved~ 

"3. What status was (a) gained by tht: 
detectiYe branch, and (b) lost by thP 
uniform branch? 

'' 4. Is he aware that there is grave dis­
content in the Police Force due to prefer­
ential treatment of members of the detec­
tive branch in the matter of promotion~ '' 

Tlle SECRETARY FOU HEALTH AND 
HOME AFI<'AIRS (Hon. E. M. Hanlon, 
Ithaca) replied-

"1. No. 

'' 2. Sec answer to No. 1. 

'' 3. See answer to No. 2. 
"4. No." 

OPERATIONS UNDER CINEMATOGRAPH J<'ILMS 
HIRING AGREEMENT ACT. 

Mr. NHIJUO (Oxley) asked the Secretary 
for Health and Home Affairs-

'' 1. Has any classification of films been 
maile under the Cinematograph Film' 
Hiring Agreement Act of 1940! 

'' 2. Has any standard form of contract 
been prescribed in respect of (a) all films. 
and (b) any class of films~ 

'' 3. How many contracts have been 
registered 9 '' 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH ANn 
HO~IE Al<'FAIRS (Hon. E. M. Hanlon, 
Ithaca) replied-

" 1. No·. 
"2. (a) No; (b) no. 
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· '3. None. A standa'rd form of con· 
tract is still under consideration. It is 
anticipated that this form will be available 
for submission to the Governor in Council 
nt an early date. Until the standnrd form 
of contract is approved by the Governor in 
Council, no action can be taken to cla'ssify 
films or to register contracts.'' 

PRINTING OF LETTER FROM :i\1:R. P. i\IcCAFFREY. 

lUr • .NIMJIO (Oxley) asked the Premier-

" \V ill he take action to have the letter 
of Mr. P. McCaffrey tabled by me on 
Tuesday, 2:3rd instant, printed and attached 
to the reply thereto of the Auditor-General 
·which 1n1~~ 'ordered to be printed on 'l.'hurs· 
day last~'' 

The PREl\'HER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
1\<Iackay) replied-

'' The answer is in the negative for the 
following reasons :-(1) The letter was not 
ad'dressed to Parliament, and was not tablecl 
by the hon. member of his own volition. 
It was ordered to be laid, on the table of 
the House by the Committee of the Whole 
House; (2) the hon. member only quoted 
portion of the letter. The Standing Order 
under which he was ordered to ta'blc it is 
devised for the pmpose of informing hon. 
members of the whole contents of any letter 
quoted; (3) the letter contains allegations 
of a defamatory character, and is not, 
therefore, entitled to the privilege of being 
made a parliamentary document; ( 4) Mr. 
:lfcCaffrey is not an officer of Parliament or 
of the Crown; (5) the Auditor-General is 
nn officer of Parliament, nnd it is the 
irwariahle practice to print his reports.'' 

\\"ORK OF 8'r.\TE LIQFID FFEL CONTROL BOARD. 

:rtlr. YRtTES (E,ast Toowoomba) asked 
the Secretary for Public Works-

'' 1. What is the average number of 
letters, inward and outward, dealt with by 
the Liquid Fuel Control Board per week~ 

"2. What is the number of additional 
employees since commencement of opera· 
tions of the Board, and the additional cost 
thereof~ 

'' 3. Is the State being reimbursed by 
the Commonwealth Govermennt to cover the 
operations of this Board 9'' 

Tl1e SECUETARY FOR PUBLIC WORI{§ 
(Hon. H. A. Brnco) replied-

'' 1 to :l. The Liquid Fuel Control Board 
is a Commonwealth instrumentality.'' 

GUARAN'fEE OF QUEENSLAND .FISHERIES 

(PTY.) LTD. 

liir. lUACDO'YIALD (Stanley) asked the 
Treasurer-

'' 1. What are the following particulaTS 
of the Government guarantee to Queensland 
Fisheries (Pty.) Ltd., viz., (a) the guar­
antee, (b) the loss (if any) to the Crownf 

'' 2. \V ill he lay on the table of the 
House the papers relating to this matter~" 

The TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

"1. (a) £1,000; (b) £287 ls. 7d. 

'' 2. I lay on the table of the House a 
copy of the Order in Council of 8 February, 
1940, which was published in the 'Govern· 
ment Gazette' of 10 February, 1940, 
authorising the guarantee under the Indus­
tries Assistance Acts, 1929 to 1933. 

Whereupon Mr. Cooper laid npon the table 
of the House the paper referred to. 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid on the table, 
ant! ordered to be printed:-

Report upon the operations of the Sub· 
Departments of Xative Affairs, Diaman· 
tina Hospital for Chronic Diseases (S'outh 
Brisbane), Dunwich Benevolent A Rylnm, 
Inebriates Institution ( Dunwich), Even· 
tide Home (Charters Towers), Prisons, 
Queensland Industrial Institution fo.r the 
Blind', \Vestwood Sanatorium, and Licens­
ing Commission. 

SUPPLY. 

COMMITTEE-FDfANCIAL STATEl~iENT­

RESU~IPTION OF DEBATE. 

(Mr. Brassington, Fortitude Valley, one 
of the panel of Temporary Chairmen, in the 
chair.) 

Debate resumed from 30 S 'ptembcr (see p. 
540) on Mr. Cooper's motion-

'' That there be granted to His Majesty 
for the service of the year 1941-42 a sum 
not exceeding £300 to defray the salary of 
the aide-de-camp to His Excellency the 
Governor.'' 

The TREASURER: :Mr. Brassington, 
continuing the remarks I began yesterday 
afternoon I want to say that the Opposition 
concerned' themselves chiefly with individual 
aspects of the Budget, and no comprehe?-sive 
review of it was made. Items were piCked 
out here and there and generally the criticism 
of the Oppositio~1 was rather directed to 
placing Queensland in a false light than . to 
analysing the Budget. I p1'opose to deal w1th 
those thino·s that the Opposition say should 
be done. "'There was great admiration ~or 
other States, with a wholesale condemnatiOn 
of Queensland and all its works. In fact, 
the great testimony to the Budget was the 
piecemeal way it was dealt with by the Oppo· 
sition. There was no dissection cf it. 

But there was harmony on one point 
amongst Opposition critics, and' that harmony 
was in their cry that taxation in Queensland 
is very unfair, that no remissions have be~n 
ma'de in taxation in Queensland, whereas m 
the other States such remissions have been 
very abundant. I propose to deal with that 
aspect of their speeches first, and to get the 
subject in its right perspective I propose to 
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quote the words of the Leader of the Opposi­
tion, \dlO said-

'' Tho Government stanu condemned as 
the only one in Australia \Vho lmve main­
tained in full the taxation that \Yas imposcil 
in the emergency period of 1929-32 and 
the years immediately following. E,·ery 
other Gm·ornmont in Auc;;tmlia have been 
able to give some relief to the taxpayers 
in their State." 

The facts :ne that the value of the annual 
remissions of the unemployment relief tax 
:cncl Sta'te clevelopnent tax granted by the 
present Government amount to approximately 
£1 ,4;')8,000 annually. I take that to be a 
very fair 1·cn1ission. 

];'or the benefit of the Committee I quote 
ce1·tain aspec:ts of taxation in tho other States, 
and in respect of New South \Vales I quote 
an extract from the '' Sy<lney :Morning 
Herald" of 27 September, 1939. You will 
remember, :\T r. Bmssington, that the Leader 
of the Opposition saicl that remissions have 
been made in :other States of the Common­
\Walth. I'c1mit me to give something that 
occurred in 1!)39-

, 'Increases in taxation amounting to 
£:1,900,000 ore provided for in the State 
Budget whiL·h '"as presented to the Legis­
lath-e Aosemhly yesterday by the Trca·surer, 
::\Tr. Hichardscm. The new imposts include--

Company taxation: Increase from 
2s. 3d. to 2s. Gd. in the £1. 

Individual income tax rates: Increase 
of 8 per cent. Super tax of 1s. in the 
£1 •on taxable income exceeding £2,000. 

It is expe-tecl that nc\ditiona] revenue 
totalliJJg £740,000 will he collected from 
income tax sources. 

Motor vehicles: Legislation will be 
introduced to provide for a 121 per cent. 
increase on the existing motor vehicles 
tax, and to increase drivers' licence fees 
from 10s. to 12s. 6d. 

ThPse additional charges are estimateLl 
to total £185,000. 

Bookmakers' betting tax: Increase 
from ;J; of 1 per cent. to 1 of 1 per cent. 
on turnover. 

Additional rc,-emJC amounting to 
£400,000 is expedeL1 from pTObatc a11(l 
death duties. Jnrre~ised rates of stamp 
duty aTe c•·.timntea to return nn additional 
£210,000.'' 

All that happened in New South \Vales as 
late as 1939. 

The Leader of the Opposition insisted that 
in the South there had been a general reduc­
tion of taxation since 1931-32. Permit me, 
Utereforc, to· quote from the Budget speech of 
Victoria for the year 1939-40-

, 'After allowance has been macle in the 
Estimates for all budgetary proposals, the 
Government find it essential to obtain addi­
tional revenue to the extent of £ilii0,000. 

''In order to raise this amount, it is pro­
posed to increase the rates of ordinary 
income tax to provi<le £250,000 from 

individual taxpayers and £1 OO,flOO fro ne 
eo m panies.'' 

Mr. Nimmo: Did they reduce the relief 
tax~ 

The TREASURER: They have promised 
to reduco the relief ta'x to a certain small 
extent but they have inCTeaseu other taxation_ 
1f any State is beloved of the Opposition it is 
South Australia. South Australia is held UJ' 
to the Government continu-ously as a shining; 
exa'mple. 'This is the Press Tep01·t of the Bud~ 
g<'i speec-h of that State for the yea1 
19;.9-40-

,' It "·as stated iu the Budget speech that 
income tax woulf1 be increased by 4d. in the 
£1, and certain ailjustments in tlJe rate 01 
p1·ogrossion ou incomes from property when• 
the income is under £1,000 •.vonld be made. 
As a result ·of these adjustments it is anti 
cip~Jed that additional revenue of £315,000 
will be brought in.'' 

'' 'rhe Taxpayer,'' the official .organ of tl_H' 
Taxpayers' Association, had tlns to say m 
its issue of December, 1939-

,' There is one grain of comfort in the 
fact that 'Yhile New South Wnles, Victoria 
and South Australin, particularly South 
Australia, have either made substantial 
incTeases in taxation or aTe in process of 
doing so, this year Queensland slightl.) 
reduced her taxation.'' 

To get the Taxpayers' Association to admit 
that Queensland slightly reduced her tnxatim: 
is something worth ,,-hile. 

So now T have exploded this one great 
statement of the Opposition that all the other 
States hnve reduced taxation \Yhereas Queens· 
land has made no reduction. I !Jt:n·c shO\Yll 
tlwt to be an absolute fnllaey, and we haY< 
been able to brush this high challenge cam 
pletely on one side. 

Now let me turn to another aspect of tlw 
criticism of hon. members of the Opposition 
-that taxation in (~ueensland is very, \Cl) 

high. I rail to their attention a ta bk 
published in the ''Courier-Mail'' on :::7 
September, 1941, dealing with the proposal 
of the Federal Government concerning compul · 
sory loans. 'rhat table shows what contTibu 
tions will be made by the people to compul 
sory loans because of their taxation; if tlw 
taxation is high the compulsory loans ar<' 
low, if the taxation is low comp;::tlsory loan' 
are high. Here is the companson-

150 
200 
250 
300 
350 
400 
500 

Income. 

Highest-Taxed 
State. 

-----

Compul-
Tax. sory 

Loan. 
---

£ £ 
7 4 

12 10 
24 9 
36 8 
48 8 
61 6 
88 7 

Queensland. 

~---~---

I 
Tax. 

I CompuJ .. 
sory 

Loan. 
------~-

£ £ 
Nil 11 

1 21 
15 18 
24 20 
34 22 
45 22 
74 21 
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So that I think we have exploded for ever 
this talk about Queensland's being a State of 
wry high taxation, in particular, upon those 
people who earn the bulk of the money in 
Queensland and those who earn the bulk of 
the money throughout the Commonwealth. 

Jir. Nimmo: You should tell the whole 
;;tory. 

'l'lle TREASURER: I am going to tell the 
\','hole story, and it is that (~ueensland has seen 
to it that taxation is placed upon the shoulders 
of t1le people best able to bear it. I am free 
er) admit-what is the good of my denying 
it ~-that when you get up to £1,000 and over 
(1tlcenslall(l stands as the highest-taxed State 
for individ11nls, but is not that the idea of 
t:txation I 

lUr. J!Iaher: Why do you not bring in the 
report of the 'l'axation Inquiry Commission? 

Tlle TREASURER: I am reading from 
i he latest report printed on the proposals of 
the present Commonwealth Trc::tsurer, showing 
l i>c t::txation per individual and the amoun~, 
(lf a mnn 's money that will be taken compui­
sorily. 

lUr. 1Ualwr: There is no getting a way 
from the fact that this is the highest-taxed 
State per capita in Australia. 

The TREAS'l'RER: It is all very fine for 
the hon. mcml!er for \Vest l\Ioreton to try to 
brush this aside with a sweep of the hand, 
and to talk about per capit::t tnxation. l'er 
capita taxation comes into it up to the point 
that in the figures I lmve quoted for returns 
up to £500 a year Queensl::tnd is not the 
State of highest taxation by a jugful. And 
L:l me Tcmind yon, l\Ir. Brassington, that that 
+:.>00 that is mentioned in the table does not 
mean tlwt the nwn 's income is £.500. The 
income m::ty be £700 or £800, but there are 
J:cmissions from that figure that bring the 
taxable income down to £500. Therefore it 
shows that on the bulk of the people who earn 
the money of this State taxation is not as 
high in Queensland as it is elsewhere. 

Let me give you some more figures, 
1,; r. Brassington. 'l'hcrc are roughly 280,000 
wage-earners in Qucensland-I clo not say for 
one moment that these figures are exact to the 
m::m-ancl there are roughly 1,000,000 
pc•ople in this State. 'rhe number earning 
''H'l' £500 a yc:lT in '"ages is a beggnrly G,OOO. 
The 280,000 "·age-enmers in this 8t:tte who 
t·:! ru up to £·~00 a year do not pay a8 high 
t:,xation :cs is p:til1 in some other States. 

I thi11k those fncts eomplrtrl7 explode the 
t'<·tond mine that the Opposition have Jail! in 
their charge that Queensland is the highest 
taxed State. Of cour:;e, per-capita payments 
might be brong'ht into it, but when :you come 
to the bulk of tl1e people-the people who 
1·ount and the people "'hO create the wealth 
of this State-then it will be seen that 
Queensland's impost is not a particulaTly 
heavy one. 

I now come to ::tnother phase of the argu­
ments pnt forward by the Ijcader of the 
Opposition. He said that we have to realise 
that there is only a certain amount of money 

that can be used for both 1var and civil 
requirements. It is essential that when there 
is a grca ter drain on the money pooled for 
w::tr requirements we should save not only 
our money, but also our resources. He said 
tha't we should save for war production our 
real resources that would otherwise be used 
for civil production. l'\ ow, I am not going 
to say that the Queenslnnd Taxpayers' Asso­
ciation is right, and I should not like to 
hold it up ::ts being a body of people whose 
statements could not be questioned. 

IUr. :Muller: You said that it was right a 
moment ago. 

The TREASURER: I said that it pointed 
certain things out. I shall read what a similar 
body, the Chamber of Manufactures, said 
about the vimys of the Leader of the Opposi­
tion, and this statement was made long before 
he made his. It is contained in the annual 
report of the Chamber for 1940-41 and is 
1vorth reading:-

''The Govcrmm'nt . ,. 
meaning the Commomvealth Government­

'' .... obviouslv has been unable to 
determine what to do about civil industry. 
Shortly after the Prime Minister had 
stated that the production of civil com­
modities would be drastically cmtailed, 
the Minister for Civil Industrv announced 
the reverse, and n similar ]JTtmouncement 
w::ts made by the Minister for Commerce.'' 

We have been hard-hit, particularly in the 
matter of the wage tax, CJ1Jilcl endowment, 
ancl other imposts that have been plnced upon 
us; vce have had to carry something like an 
extra £500,000 at least. 

1'\Ir. Nimmo: And you saved a good bit. 

The TREASURER: We are saving a 
little. The Opposition insiots tlw r e.xpendi­
ture is much too high in Queensland and hon. 
members opposite have appealed to the 
Government to follow the examples of 
Southern St::ttcs and cut expenditure to the 
bone so that more money might be given to 
the w::tr effort. I felt guilty, Mr. Brasdington, 
when they made those charges ::tnd I had an 
invcdigation made to see what was being 
done in Southern States. I found that in 
New South Wales the expenditure for 1940-41 
was £61,609,000, ::tnd for 1941-42 it was 
estimated at over £62,000,000. In other 
words, New South \:Vales increased expen­
diture to the extent of £469,000. 

An Opposition l'\Iember: Because of a 
Labour Go•-ernment. 

The Premier: To repay the deficits of the 
proyious Government. 

The TREASURER: We have been told 
that because of the amount of money being 
expended in Queensland by the Commonwealth 
Government we should cut our expenditure. 
It has been said that we need not expend so 
much money when the Commonwealth Govern­
ment 1vere spending £2,000,000 in this State 
in the war effort. But Victoria is the State 
where the big war expenditure is taking place. 
I propose to de,tl with Victoria now ::tnd say 
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that I found that the expenditure in that 
State for 1940-41 was £27,255,000 and 
estimated for 1941-42, £28,851,000, an increase 
of £1,596,000, notwithstanding the fact that 
an immense amount of money is being spent 
in that State by the Commonwealth Govem­
men t in the war effort. 

Now let me come to South Australia, the 
darling of the false gods on the other side 
of the Chamber. In 1940-41 South Australia 
spent £13,008,000 and this year proposes to 
spend £13,335,000, an increase of £327,000, 
notwithstanding the additional expenditure 
there by the Commonwealth Government. 

Last year, Westem Australia spent 
£11,421,000, and this year proposes to spend 
£11,725,000, an increase of £304,000. 

Now I come to Queensland, the Cinderella 
State so far as Commonwealth defence 
expenditure is concerned. Last year we spent 
£21,511,313 and this year we propose to spend 
£21,772,235, an increase of £260,922. Let me 
set the matter out a little more clearly by 
showing the increases in the respective 
States. These are the round figures-

New South Wales 
Victoria 
South Australia .. 
\V est ern Australia 
Queensland 

£ 
1,469,000 
1,596,000 

327,000 
304,000 
261,000 

'rherefore, it can be seen that what the 
Opposition have argued we should do, we have 
already clone. We have also been asked by the 
Commonwealth to meet charges amounting 
to £500,000 that we did not have to meet 
last year, but in face of that we are increas­
ing our expenditure by only £261,000. There­
fore, we have decreased our expenditure over 
the year. The Opposition do not appear to 
be able to state the position correctly, and 
they have adopted that attitude either blindly, 
wilfully, or ignorantly. If there is one thing 
that is necessary at the present time more 
than another, it is that first and foremost we 
shall be fair to ourselves. I conscientiously 
believe that the Opposition are justified in 
entertaining a certain amount of distrust, not 
so much of others as of themselves. If the 
Opposition did have that natural distrust 
of themselves and they were compelled to 
face the facts, they would discover that they 
were wrong in many of the things that they 
said. Perhaps I can disagree with the 
Premier, who prompts me by saying that if 
the Opposition stuck to facts they would 
have nothing to talk about. All I can say is 
that if they stuck to the facts they would be 
talking about things that would be very 
disagreeable to them. 

In his speech the Leader of the Opposition 
quoted figures showing expenditure by the State 
Government such as public-debt charges, cost 
of business undertakings, social services, and 
public-works administration. He concluded 
his remarks in this way-

'' A comparison of the figures I have 
quoted discloses that the principal increase 
in expenditure comes under the heading of 

social services. Expenditure under this 
heading, together with expenditure under 
the heading of public works, would appear 
to offer a greater scope for the scaling­
down of spending, especially in Yiew of the 
unemployment position at present.'' 

I think I am at liberty to ask the Leader oi 
Opposition what social services he suggests 
should be reduced~ I know that when the 
Moore Government were in power from 1929-32 
they reduced social services. :For instance, 
they reduced the allowance to State children, 
and after doing that and making other cuts 
they said to themselves, "We haYe now so 
reduced expenditure that we can make some 
allowance to the taxpayers,'' and they 
promptly made the allowance. You will 
remember, Mr. Brassington, that in the 
interests of their own supporters they refused 
to reimpose the super land tax that woulil 
bring in £100,000. 

Mr. Luckins: They reduced parlia-
mentary salaries, too. 

The TREASURER: That is not taxation, 

Mr. Luckins: Yes. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
may regard it as such. However, they did 
reduce parliamentary salaries, they reduced 
wages, they cut the basic wage, and they did 
quite ru number of other things that were 
disagreeable to the people. 

Mr. Luckins: The Commonwealth 
Government did it, too. 

Tlw TREASURER: I am not discussing 
Commonwealth affairs; I am dealing with 
Queensland. I may have some agility, but 
I have not the agility that is necessary to 
enable me to follow the debating jumping­
jacks on the other sicle of the Chamber. 
They jump from subject to subject, and the 
moment you pin them down they have some 
other little hook on which they have a tale 
to hang. As the Leader of the Opposition 
desires that the expenditure shall be cut, and 
as he desires that expenditure shall be cut in 
social services, I have the right to ask him: 
will he cut the vote for education, for 
instance~ 

Mr. lUaher: That has got whiskers on. 

The TREASURER: I ask him: will he 
cut the vote for the administration of justieef 
I ask him: will he cut the vote for State 
children~ I ask him: will he cut the hospitals 
vote~ He dare not say so. He can make 
this sweeping assertion that social services 
are too high and that the expenditure should 
be reduced so that when the opportunity 
comes he can say, "I placed this matter 
before the people in my discussion of the 
Budget in 1941; I prepared the people for the 
fact that I would cut the vote for social 
services.'' If that is his gospel then it is 
quite possible the people will have some 
objection to it. 

Mr. Maher: Good old demagogic stuff! 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
for West Moreton is making quite a feature 
of this demagogic business. He knows the 
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>Yord and he knows the meaning of it. He 
knows that demagogic comes from the Greek 
\Vord '' den1agogic'' 1neaning ''demagogic.'' 
(Laughter.) Therefore, he is not going to 
be out of it. 

I haYc mentioned to you just a few matters, 
Mr. Brassington, which I will briefly recapitu­
late. Tho chief criticisms of the Opposition 
have been these: there has been no remission 
of taxation-there have been remissions of 
taxation; nnd Queensland is the most highly­
taxed State in the Commonwealth-it is not. 

1Ur. 1\Iul!er: When were the remissions 
made'F 

'.!'he TREASURER: In the unemploy­
ment relief tax and in the State de\·elopment 
tax. 

Jir. I\IuHer: You are collecting more 
from those sources than you ever did. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member for 
Fassifern cannot visualise the uifference 
between the rate of tax and the actual collec­
tion of the tax. I want to go back, for the 
enlightenment of that hon. member. I think 
I told him yesterday that the hon. member 
for Bundaberg designated himself an Andrew 
Fisherite, but I think the hon. member for 
Fa'ssifern belongs to the Captain Cook party. 
~When Captain Cook \Vas in Australian waters, 
there was no taxation. 'l'hat is the party to 
which he wants to, belong. He cannot see that 
if there are no people in n country that there 
ran be no taxation. 

1\Ir. lUuller: I told you you are collecting 
more money than yon ever did. 

The TREASURElt: I know we do. Why? 
Because more money is c~uncd by the tax­
payers coming within the nmbit of our taxa­
tion. The hon. member knows that there 
was practically no money in 1931-32, because 
the party he supported reduced wages, starved 
industTy, adversely affected manufactures, 
drove money from the State, put people on 
penury road, and consequently the people had 
no money to pay taxes. This Govm·nment by 
careful and wise aclmiuistration have bus­
banded in<1nstry, put people into wOl'k, and 
given the opportunity to the people to earn 
wages for the collection of income tax. The 
hon. member for J<'assifern cannot see that 
because people are enjoying bigger incomes, 
because more people arc earning \\·ages, con­
sequently they are in a position to pay the 
State development tax. I'Ve are collecting 
more from the State development tax; neYer­
theless the rates are lower. The hon. member 
for Fassifern is the type of man who woulr1 
go in to a corner grocery store anl1 say to the 
proprietor, '' \Vhat is your turnoYer for this 
year~'' and when the proprietor replied, 
'' £2,000,'' would ask the further question, 
'' \Vhat \Yas vour hnnover last vear\l'' and 
on receiving tho reply, '' £1,000,'; \Yould say, 
''Good heaYens, you must have doubled your 
prices.'' It would be absurd to say that 
becanse this corneT grocery man had doubled 
his tmnoycr he had doubled his prices, but 
by the same proee"s of reasoning the hon. 
m em her for l<'assifeTn insinuates that, because 
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we collect moro taxation, we have increased 
the rates. 

JUr. Thiaher: Do you ever think of reduc-­
ing costs while your turnover is incTeash1g ~ 

The TREASURl~R: We have reduced 
costs and at the same time increased our turn­
oveT.' We have sho1Yn that in this Budget. 
vVe are increasing the tmnoYer of the State. 

JUr. Luckins: What about refunding 
some of that tax to a lot of taxpayers v;ho 
have paid it in error~ 

The TREASURER: We have refunded 
it, and where people did not understand they 
had overpaid they have been informed of the 
fact. 

I have destroyed the bogy of increased 
taxation and the bogy that Queensland is the 
highest-taxed State. I have also explodc<l 
the statement that Queensland is a lopond­
thrift State. It is not. 

Now I come again to South Australia, 
which attTacts the Opposition as a magnet 
attracts steel. Because of this wondcTful 
attmction I poked my nose around the coTncr 
to look at South Australia-my inquisitiveness 
led me that ~way. South Australia is getting 
gTants from the Commonwealth Government 
each vear on the report of tho Commonwealth 
Grants Commission. In 1935 South Australia 
reduced its taxation ancl in the financial year 
1936-:lG there was a reduction in taxation 
collected from companies from £453,394 in 
1934-35 to £363,04/l, a drop of £90,346. 
Because of that rec1uction in taxation the 
CommonweaJth Grant~s Commission gave that 
State more than £90,000. Could we not 
re'luce taxation under the same circumstances~ 
In 1934-3:5 the Fecleml grant to South 
Anstrnlin was £1,-100,000, am1 in 1935-36 it 
was £1,500,000, an inercase of £100,000-
South A11stralia lwving recluced its company 
taxation by £90,000. 

I-'et me uive the Commi1tee the fir:;nres for 
the pres~nt year. The Routh .Anstral~an 
Budget this year pTovides for certam taxat1~n 
remissions amounting to £80,000, bnt agnm 
the Commonwealth Grants Commission has 
come to the aid of South Australia. 
It should not be overlooked, however, that in 
South Australia's Budget for the year 
1939-40 income-tax rates were incrcnscd by 
4d. in the £1, nnc1 certain adj.ustment~ were 
made in the rate of progression on mcome 
from property, where the income was under 
£1 000 and that it was estimated that these 
in~rea~ec1 mtcs would bring :m additional 
revenue from taxation sources of £315,000 
for that year. 

Although South Australia is reducing bxa­
tion this year to the extent of £80,000, the 
Federal g1·ant recommended for this year is 
£150,000 more than last year. 

An Opposition liember interjected. 

The TREASURER: We prefer not to be 
that type of State. \\T e mal<e a stand upon 
what we believe to be the natural wealth of 
this State, tbe cnpacity of the State an<l the 
people in it, and the resomces of the State 
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that provide tl:em with the opportunity to 
live. 

Mr. Pie: Should we not get something 
to take its plac~ 'I 

The TREASUUER: That is a subject for 
inquhy and requires careful consideration. 

The CommomYealth Grants Commission's 
recommendation relative to special grants for 
the current financial year was reported in the 
Press on 18 September, 1941, as follows:-

''The new grant assessed for South Aus­
tralia v;as £1,400,000, but as this appears 
to be in excess of the State's needs for the 
cunent financial year, the commission 
consider it would be in South Australia's 
interests if it recommended that £:250,000 
be deferred until the following year.'' 

:.rhey are admitting t~mt the grant is greatly 
m excess of the reqmremcnts of South Aus­
tralia. No wonder hon. members quote South 
Australia as a wonderful State ·when it gets 
an average of £1,000,000 special grant from 
the Commomwalth Government. vVhat 
could we do with a similar grant in the way 
of remission of taxation? 

lUr. lUaher: There is no comparison. 

The TREASURER.: Of course there is 
no comparison if hon. members do not want 
a comparison. Hon. members opposite are 
cornered. 'fhe moment they are proved to be 
in the wrong, the moment I show that the 
fl,;urcs arc against them, they say there is 
no coinparison. 

l think I have disposed of that clwrge. 
1\ow I wunt to look nt something elsr, and 
look at it iu a new light-that is, the matter 
of the finances of the l{aihnty Department. 

The finances of the llailway Department 
have always been part alHl parcel of consoli­
dated revenue. The receipts go to consolidated 
revenue a'nd the expenditure comes from con­
solidated revenue. In the past, up t<o the time 
when the Moore Government passed a certain 
Act, the Opposition of the dny had two 
barrels to their gun. They used to say, ''Look 
at the fearful deficit of £1,400,000 in the Rail-
1\-ay lJcpartment,'' and haYing dilated on that 
fearful deficit thcv turned to the Sta'1o defieit 
and found that 'it, too, was £1.400,000, or 
round about that sum, because of the deficit 
iu t110 railways. 'l'ho point is that they used 
to show it not only in the railwaYs, but also 
in the State's fin:mces as a whole. They made 
it a·ppe'u tlJCre were two huge deficits, whereas 
there vms only one, occasioned by the deficit 
in the lbihm;y Department, and as the hon. 
memb- r for Gym pie remarks, ''They probably 
missed with both barrels.'' 

Certain inYe,tigations were made into the 
working of the railways, coYering a period 
of 40 years, from 1887-88 to 1926-27. Af1cr 
re' cnue had been received and a'fter working 
expenses had been paid, there remained a 
certain net revenue. That net revenue should 
go towards paying the interest on the cost 
of the con-truction of the railways. Over that 
period of 40 years the interest on the capital 
invested in the railways paid by the Trea'sury 
amounted to £49,000,000, and the net revenue 

of the railways, the amount that remained 
after working expenses were paid, was 
£25,000,000. So OYer that period there was 
a loss, and the actual charge on consoli­
dated revenue for 'that 40 years' period 
amounted t,o £24,000,000. But that is not all 
the story. Over that period of 40 years no 
charge was made for depreciation and no 
reserYes were created. In 1931-32, as l 
believe the hon. members of this Committee 
a\·e now aware, because we have heard certain 
rumours to that effect over the past week or 
so, the railway capitalisation was reduced by 
£28,000,000. The Audittor-General of the day 
hau this to say about that-I stress this point, 
inasmuch as it is worth remembering-

'' This capital reduction was effected in 
the books of account as at 1 July, 1931." 

A minute before mic1night on 30 Jmw, 1931, 
tl:<: ntilways were burdened ·with a: tremendous 
debt. At one minute past midnight, or one 
minute after 1 July, 1931, began, the rail­
\'.ays >vere relieYed of that debt. But there 
l!n rl really been a pnssing on t·o the Treasury 
of what they eould not meet. \Vhat were they 
<lning wi1h the £28,000,000? They were mere!}· 
passing it on to the Treasury. They were 11ot 
making any alteration in the actual debt. It 
wns as the auditor has said-the reduction was 
effected in the hooks of account as a't 1 .Tuly, 
1931. 

11Ir. Luckins: A good proposition. 

The TREASURI~R: The hon. member for 
J\Lareo states that it was a good rmoposition­
from a business point of Yiew. Let us look 
at it in that light. Here is a ma·n, we will say, 
mvning the two things, the State of Queens­
blHl nnr1 tlw 11ai1way Dcp[lrtmcnt. He says, 
'' Tk Shte of (2ucenslmld h~s had to bear 
tho ddicits of the I~aihYay Dcpartmc•nt over 

years. \\hat I will do is to cnt r1own 
'cnpitnlisation so that they will not have 

r1eficits. Of course, there will still be deficits, 
bn! they will he the State's deficits; the State 
will still hear the deficit of the Rnilwav 
Dr-partment. '' The same mnn, the State o.f 
Queensland, 1 as still to can:· the Hnihnt'y 
Department. 

1\Ir. Luckins interjected. 

The 'fREASURER: Free from political 
control~ The hon. member shoulrl know, if 
he kno>YS :mything at all, that no GoYcmment 
can diYone itself from those things that are 
under their control. They must haYc some 
control in matters of policy. Does he think 
that the Govl'rnmeut of Queensland sit down 
nnd write a letter to the Commissioner for 
Railways that a tTain to Wynnum will haYe 
to be sent out tw•o· minutes earlier or arrive 
at its destination tbree minutes later? Does 
he think that the Government of Queensland 
interfere with the administration of the Rail­
way Department~ Of course, they do not. 
What would be the point in paying the Com­
missioner £2,000 a year if we are to do the 
work~ 

lUr. Clavton: Why do you not get the 
men back to work~ 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
wa'nts to drag in something else. Let us keep 
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to this :l'.pect of the Hailway Department that 
"o arc considering. 'l'his >vas pm·e]y a book 
entq that was effected on that date: 

ftir. 1Iaher: An ex-Commissioner of Rail­
"·ays tolll me that he had to put men on in 
the workshops at the direction of the :\iinister. 

The TREASURER: Perhaps that was so 
during tlte .i\loore Government's time. I have 
been the member for Bremer for 26 years, a'nd 
I can say that for the great bulk of that period 
men have gone intu the workshops of the Rail­
way Department through the Labour Bureau in 
accordamo with their regi •-tra'tion and their 
suitability for the job, ancl the hon. member 
f·or \Vest :'lloreton, being the representative of 
the electomtc adjoining Bremcr, should know 
that. 

}Ir. IIIal!er: This is at Mayne. 

Tlte TREASURER: Of course, it would 
be somewhere else. I should not be at all 
surprised if the man who said it is now dead. 
It is very easy to say these things. A man 
who has made a: failure usually can blame 
somebody €lse. It is wrong to think that 
the Government concern themselves with 
affairs of administration. They hanl a Com-
missioner to do that. · 

I have said that the writing down of that 
asset macle absolutely no difference to the 
finances of this State. In 1931-32 the 
Auditor-General had this to say-

'' An arbitrary writing down, such as 
the _one under review, is generally difficult 
to JUStify on any occasion. In this case 
one effect of such action is to reduce with­
out any definite basis the capitnl cost of 
the State's main loan asset, leaving a 
result which bears no reln'tion to its intrin­
sic worth. At 30 June, 1031, the cost of 
this asset represented 57.2 per cent. of 
the_ public debt of the S'ta,te, a phase 
wh1ch must not be overlooked 1\'hcn con­
sidering such a transaction. Tbe net effect 
from a financial point of Yiew is no 
different to >dwt has obtnined in the past, 
when the Treasury carriecl the operating 
loss.'' 

think that is very clea·r. \Ve must get 
it firmly Jixccl in our minds that tho losses 
.incurred hy the Raihv;ry Department are still 
Lnne by the Treasury. 

When the Mo01·e Government effected this 
writing down of the railways they could 
have done something to show their appre­
ciation of tl;e position. In the year llTior 
to the »Titing clown, tho loss on tl;e railways 
was £1.619,000-this was £39,000 less than 
the lll'fkit of the previous year, 1029-30. But 
'·:·ltat lhd the J\[oore Go\·crnment do during 
tuat year? They reduced the basic >vago and 
made prrcentage redurtions in salaries~ total­
ling- £357,000, they reintroclucell the 4S-hour 
week, ·which made a difference of £109,000, 
they recluccl1 wages and salaTies, generally, 
to the extent of £294,000, and effectcll other 
reductions amounting to £292,000 effecting in 
all redurtil'JlS agn:regating £952,000. Not­
~vithstamling- these rodnctions, noh.-ithstand­
mg that cheapening of the runnino- of the 
service, their loss was still nearly £l,600,000. 

It has been shown by figures that have 
b6en brought to this Assembly that the 
profits, according to a certain understanding 
that was allegedly anived at under that Act, 
have amounted to £140,000 over the nine 
years since 1931-32. 

The losses for the sume period were 
£375,000, and therefore the net result was 
£3G5,000 o\·cr the whole period. 

The Financial Agreement into which this 
Government entered with the rest of the 
States and the Commonwealth makes it 
imperative that year by year we shaH meet 
the bill presented to us by the Commissioner~' 
of the Commonwealth ~ational Debt Sinking 
Fund. Every year we are presented with a 
bill saying that sucll-::mcl-such an amount is 
Queensland's obligation to the sinki11g fund. 
It says, '' \Ve should be glad to have your 
cheque at your em·licst convenience.'' qucens­
land has always met that demand. 'l'his 
Parliament >vrote £28,000,000 off the public 
debt of the railways, and notwithstanding 
that fact the Sinking Fund Commissioners 
have come along year ·by year and pTcsented 
their little bill of £70,000. In nine years >ve 
have paid £630,000 on ac(olmt of the debt of 
the railways that was WTitten off by the 
J\!Ioorc Goven1ment and handed back to the 
Treasury. On t:1e 'lrescnt railwav debt we 
h~1ve pa.i<l to the sinking fund £S.56,000 a'nd 
since 1 .Tnl;·, 1931, to the end of .Tune 
last the Railway unllcTtaking has benefited 
to the extent of £346,000 for maintenance, 
capital works, and general improvement works 
effeete(l from the unemployment relief tax 
and State development ta'x, no part of which 
has hecn debited to the Railway accounts. 
Actually an amount of £1.832,000 should be 
set off against the Tecor<1ed nominal profit 
of £7 40,000 or the net yn-ofit of £365,000. By 
some mysterious method somebody has found 
that the Treasury has somehow disguised 
£7-10,000 belonging to some imaginary account 
called the Rnihvn_v Renewals ancl Heplnce­
ments Resern' Fund. \Ye hnYP met 
£1,832,000, against aii allegetl proft t of 
£365,000 oYer the same nine years. 

You have, J\fr. Brassington, to look at thi<: 
thing faidy and squarely. 

Now let me take the words of the hon. 
gentleman who introduced the motion for the 
writing-off of the debt. I believe hP must 
have known something about it, bernc1sc he 
discussed the matter with the then Commis­
sioner for Railways, and anybody who had 
anything to do with the Commissioner of those 
days, and prior to 1929, knows how earnestly 
he advocated the writing-off of thP capital 
debt. J\fr. Go,dfrey :\forgan was the Secretary 
for Railways at that time, and he was in 
charge of the Bill. The then Leader of the 
Opposition, the present Premier, made the 
suggestion that the railways should be 
expected to meet full depreciation charges. 
Mr. Godfrey Morgnn made the following 
comments:-

''There is something in the contention 
of the Len'dcr of the Opposition that we can 
thrash out the matter in Committee as to 
whether the payments to a sinking fund for 
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depreciation or rcnewals-I do not caTe 
what term is used, for a renewal fund and 
a depTeciation fund are one and the same 
thing.'' 

The Secretary for Railways of the day said 
that the depreciation fund and the renewal 
fund were one and the same thing. He went 
Dn further to say-

'' So far as the Dill is concerned we make 
a provision for payment to the sinking 
fund in the event of a profit being made; 
but, in the event of there being no profit, 
the money will still be spent.'' 

Mr. Maher: Out of the special fund? 

The TREASURER: No. In the first year 
there was a loss of £27,000 under the new 
method of book-keeping, and it had to be 
met by the Treasury. I want the hon. 
member to listen to these words of 
Mr. Godfrey Morgan-

"No Government will allow the railway 
assets to depreciate in value, or the rolling­
stock or permanent way to become dan­
gerous. No matter what Government may 
be in power, whether we are able to set 
aside 1 per cent. for a sinking fund or 
not, the rolling-stock and permanent way 
will be kept in a state of repair. If there 
are no profits, then, as has been the case 
in the past, the amount expended will be 
paid from the consolidated revenue.'' 

That has been the case, and theTe have been 
no profits to set aside when you consiiler the 
nnount spent from the consolid~ ted revenue 

J or the very things for YYhich this money was 
supposed to be used. 

Mr. ::'vforgnn went on to say-

'' The I1gures show that dming the first 
year we shall not show a profit; but that 
does not say that we are not going to keep 
our rolling-stock or permanent way in good 
order. That is why I repent, that, as we 
are taking this step, YYC should have written 
off £35,000,000. I say we arc not doing 
it properly by writing off £~8,000,000.'' 

Can you imagine the limited vision of the 
then Se<:Tetaq for RnilwaysW \Vh:y did he 
not wTite off the y,-hole of the capital 
indebtedness of the railways, and have done 
with it~ Can you not see the fallacy of the 
whole business~ Here was a gentleman in 
control of the Bill, writing off £~~,000,000 
nnd regretting it was not £35,000,000, when 
he could have carried his regret still further 
and wiped out the total indebteclness of the 
raihvays ~ 

~Ir. :rllaller: He wanted to give the rail­
ways an opportunity to show a profit. 

The TREASURER: He could have made 
sure by writing off the total indebtedness 
and by making all the charges on the Railway 
Department charges against the 'rrensury, 
thereby allowing the Railway Department to 
have the entire profit. 

Here is another interesting matter that I 
.should like to tell the Committee. This 

Secretary for Raihvays, Mr. Godfrey Morgan, 
pointed out-

1. That the Bill provided that the 
capital indebtedness shall be reducecl by 
£28,000,000. 

2. It also makes provision for a renewals 
and replacements fund. 

He went on to say-

'' This Bill provides that for the pur­
pose of making provision for renewals and 
replacements there shall be created a fund 
equal to 1 per cent. of the capital indebted­
ness, provided there is a profit. If there is 
no net profit, the fund will not be 
provided.'' 

'l'he then Lender of the Opposition, now the 
Premier, interjected-

'' 'l'he renewals and replacements fund 
will depend upon the earnings exceeding 
fixed charges. ' ' 

That was a pertinent interjection. Now 
yy·hat are fixed charges-interest on railway 
indebtedness, cost of renewals, and cost of 
replacements. 'l'hey arc the fixed charges, 
and to the interjection the then Secretary 
for Railways replied, ''Exactly,'' thereby 
agreeing completely with the then Lender of 
the Opposition and now the Premier. 

The then Minister went on to say-

' 'If there is no profit the cost will have 
to be defrayed out of consolidated revenue 
just as it is defrayed out of consolidated 
Tevenue at the present moment.'' 

3Ir. liiaher: He was not looking at inter­
est as being a fixed charge. 

Tlw Secretary for Health and Home 
Affairs: It is a fixed charge all right. 

JUr. ~Ialler: It was outside the scope of 
the Dill that he macle that admission. 

The TREASURER: I have demonstrated 
cleaTly what was the intention of the Govern­
ment of the day. Occasionally, I have read 
statements by judges of the Supreme Court, 
learned men who know their job, in Yvhich 
they have said, "It is part of our duty to 
sec if YYC can ascertain what were the inten­
tions of the Legislature. The intention of the 
Legislature may have been so and so, bnt, 
unfortunately, the Act says so and so and 
\Ye must be guided by the wording of the Act 
so as to gi\-e effect to the intention of the 
Legislature.'' But, we arc not bound by any 
hard and fast rule or by any hoary pre­
cedent. vVe hay·e to interpret things in the 
light of what we know, and we know from 
the extracts I have read just now what was 
the intention of the Sccret:uy for Railways in 
the "!\Iome Government. vVe know what the 
intention was. Ho was the head and fore­
front of the Government of the day in rail­
way matters, and he was a man who took a 
great and keen interest in the railways. He 
persuaded his Government to rednce the 
capital expenditure of the railways by 
£28,000,000, although he wanted to reduce it 
by £35,000,000. A commission of three was 
appointed to inquire into the matter. The 
ma.iority report recommended a reduction 
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by £35,000,000, the minority report recom­
mended a reduction by £24,000,000, and the 
Government, as a sort of compromise, made 
it £28,000,000-just an arbitrary figure. 

The man who knew the main job, the man 
\Yho had his finger on the vital part and 
kne'.V the inwardness of it, Mr. Godfrey 
:Jorgau, in reply to the interjection by the 
then I-'eader of the Opposition, now the 
Premier, that the fund would r1epend upon 
Parnings in excess of fixed charges said, 
''Exactly.'' I have shown that >Ye have paid 
fixed charges on the old debt amounting to 
£6'30,000, and fixed charges on the present 
debt amounting to £856,000. It is astonish­
ing that any hon. member should desire to 
continue to nog a horse that is well and 
truly dead. 

lRr. Maher: The Act did not give you 
that privilege. 

The Premier: You are wrong there. The 
legal opinion is that we have acted strictly 
in accordance with section 7 of the Act. 

liir. JUaher: I will check up on that. 

The Premier: You can check up on it 
as much as you like, but you will have to 
get a better lawyer than the man who framed 
the question for the hon. member for Oxley. 

The TREASURER: Having disposed of 
that ar1ditional bogy, lot me get on to 
another bogy raised by the Leader of the 
Opposition. The Leader of the Opposition 
said-

'' Of the total of £ii,032,800, onlv the 
following can be classified as "rural 
development or rnral development pur-
poses:-

Land settlenl'ent: \Vater 
facilities, main stock 

£ 

routes 9,000 
Special loans for rural 

development: Ring-
baTl<ing, &c. 3,000 

£ 

12,000 

On the last item, the sum of £4,073 was 
l'xpended last year. 

Cotton and inigation 
Bureau of Rural· Development 
Mining 

£ 
201,300 
256,000 

:31,600 

Last year, the amount available to the 
Bureau of Rmal Development was £297,331. 
The grand total of these items is 
£520,900. '' 

··,·hose arc the >vords of the Leader of the 
Oppo'iition. bnt it is not a full statement; 
consequently it is not a fair statement. I 
believe the least we can do is to he fair. I 
want to tell the Committee what the position 
is. 

The Leader of the Opposition in making 
reference to the co-ordinated programme of 
works, as set out in the Budget, said that 
from' a budgeterl expenditure of £5,032,800 
only £520,900 could be clns,ifier1 ns expendi­
ture on rural development. The Lender of 
the Opposition omits the expenditure of 
£615,100 in respect of land settlement and 
forectry, and giYes no credit to the Govern­
mc·••t for snch items of expenditlne as main 

roads £1,026,000, mining £51,600, and loans 
and subsidies to local bodies £665,200, which 
expenclitnre is largely in rural areas. When 
I put all those items together I find that 
the Government this year are expending 
oYer £2,000,000 on rural development. 'rhe 
Leader of the Opposition classified the 
amount as £520,900. It is well over 
£:C,OOO,OOO. 

Let n!"e go back a year or two for the 
information of the Committee. From 1 
July, 1932, to the conclusion of last year, this 
Government spent £7,600,000 on rural 
deyelopment. This sum has been spent in 
adyances to settlers, loans to various develop­
mental projects, such as water facilities, 
irrigation, access roads, forestry, pnblic 
estate improvement works, &c. 'fhe aver­
age annual expenditure on those projects 
over the past nine years was £844,000, 
against an a\·erage expenditure by the Moore 
Government of £375,000. 

JUr. Nimmo: ·were the periods compar­
able? 

The TREASURER: No, the periods are 
not comparalJle by Tcnson of the fact that 
the :\Ioore GoYcnunent >vere in power during 
a deprP'3sion, and 1nont:y -was searcc, but it 
must he remembered they made thnt depres­
sion \YOl'se by making money more scnrce. 
You remember, J\lr. Brassington, that -when 
the J\IcCormack Government went out of oilice 
they left a fair wad of loan money in the 
'rreasury for the incoming Moore Administra­
tion, but that Administration preferred to 
lend mom':-· to Governments in the South, so 
that they might proceed with developmental 
works while Queensland starved. 

}fr. Nicklin: Are you right in saying 
that tl1e Moore Government spent only 
£375,000 n year on the average on rural 
dcYclopment anu main roads~ 

The TREASURER: I said their average 
expenditure was £37i5,000. 

lUr. NickHn: Does that amount include 
main roails expenrliture? 

'l'he TREASURER: No. 
Mr. NickUn: Why then include that 

cxpcnrlitnre in cne ... et of figures and leave 
it out of the other :set >Yhen making your 
comparison 1 

The TREASL'HEU: I have left out the 
expenditure on main roads from both sets of 
figures in my comparison. (Opposition 
interjections.) 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRlUA:"l": Order! 
I hope that hon. members on my left will 
allow the 'l'Teasurer to lieliYc r his speech. 

The TREASURER: The items of expen­
r1iturc included in the ag"Tegahd expendi­
ture of £7,600,000 from 1 .July, 1932, 
inelurlerl U(hances to settlers, loans for vari­
ous rlcYelopmental ]'ro:jeds, suth as \Yater 
fa~ilitics, irrigation. aeeess roa<ls, forestry, 
and public estate improvement works. 'l'he 
average annual CX!lE'nditnrc was £344,000. 
IT O\Y eonlJ that iucln,]e main roarls cxpcnc1i­
tnre, when that expenditure was well over 
£1,000,000~ 
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lUr. Nicklin: Why did you mention that 
expenditure in quoting the averaf~C expendi­
ture of the Moo re Go\·ermnent ~ 

The TREASURER: I mentioned it the 
previou~ day to show that "·our Government 
had not been fair to rnra 1 development. On 
t1H~ 11wttcTs 1 ha' l' HJcntioncJ tltC' nveragc 
:uunw l expenclitnre of this Govcnuncnt oYer 
the L1st nine ycurs bnd been £844,000, 
whereas the J\Io·01·c Go\·ernment 's expendi· 
tme on the s~mc prujeds Y as £:J7G,000. 

Mr. Nicklin: Do you remember interject­
in.~· \rhcn I \vas speald:ng· on that point~ 

The TREASURER: I believe I did; 
will not say that I remember. 

lUr. Nicklin: You took exception to what 
I ~airl, but I said that expenditure on main 
roads \Yas anothel' itc111. 

'l'lle TREASURER: It is quite possible 
I may have interjected. 

I think my statement deals fairly and 
fully •.vith a number of matters which have 
been brought forward by members of the 
Opposition. There are one or two other 
mntters of impori:nh·e to the 1 'eoplc gener­
ally uH \vhic:h 1_ T\·j~h to tvnch. 

1\'e have had a fair amount of talk about 
post-war planning, and I think that if we 
could have a conciusiYC talk on that subject 
it would 110t be out of plare. 

If the Opposition make one mistake more 
than another it is the mistake r.bout the 
drift to the cities. I am nmch concerned 
abont what is rallt 1 the drift to the cities. 
I have said previously that I do not think 
there is any such thing. I believe, howe\·er, 
that the movement of population that is thns 
described is natural and will continue. It is 
useless for us to talk about a drift to the 
cities if we have no knowledge of the subject. 
Cities are not of recent production. They 
have been with us for many centuries aml 
began in the first place because there was 
need for people to get together. A ma11 \dJO 
has made some study of the question :;aid that 
ritir~ were the most marvellous material 
manifestation of man. The more vou look at 
the city the more you are struck 1vith the 
truthfulness of that description. In the early 
days people were forcecl to build a sort ot' 
rude stoekade for the purposes of defence, and 
so village life began, and there was the .-cry 
beginning of the thing that has built civilisa· 
tion-thc division of labour and the respon­
sibility for labour, It also illustrated the 
necessity for dependence, one upon another. 
In that v<:e see the Yery first glimmerings of 
our civilisation. If one wants to have some 
idea of what happened one must read ancient 
histOTy. He will discover, for instance, that 
for reasons of defence the city of Athens ''as 
built on the slopes of the Acropolis. That 
was one of the cities built for defence. Rome 
on the 'l'iber was another. Congregations of 
people may exist only if there are facilities 
for those people to get food fl'Om the sur· 
rounding rich lands. Consequently transport 
of some form became necessary, and as the 
mode of transport of that day was the water· 
11·ay we find the cities in the early days 1vere 

built upon waterways. 'l'he cities of !Le ?\'ik 
and on the banks of the E•upltmtcs ::r.' 
wonderful results of that rule. There is an 
exception to the rule, the city of Jerusalem, 
which was built not on the waterway hu~ 
wheTe the caravans from various pm·ts of the 
East met and where there IYCre trade allll 
commerce. It may be interesting to notr 
fmther clevelopmeitt of this rule in the c:!sc 
of the city of R.ome. Later on !hat eny 
exacted taxation from a va"t area of the sur· 
rounding country. ln the main, ho\Ycver, trade 
on the ~vaterways had as its nccesC"ary corol· 
lary the gro>vth of the cities. IV e have to-day 
cities of 1,000,000, 2,000,000, 3,000,000, an., 
5,000,000 ancl within t11cir boundaries not o_ne 
atom of food is gTolvn, not one raw matenal 
is produced for the huge manufactures that 
go on in a huge population. For ns to talk 
ahout the drift to the cities when we know 
these things have happened is one of tlu· 
things we want to combat. 

:\1 ew York with a population o~ 7 ,OOO.ll\10 
is l>uilt on the Hnclson Hivcr, which rnn:: 
along the ;\Iohmvk Valley, ancl J .. ondon is 
hnilt upon the banks of the 'l'knnes because 
of the co1n·cnience of the waterways for tr;ulc 
and eommerce. Trade and commerce exercise 
as much control over the growth of cities 
to-day as in the times of the greatness of 
Alexandria and Carthage. 

It is true too that the industrial revolution 
was respon~ible' for a remarkable growth of 
the cities as we have known them over the last 
100 vears. For tha't reason, I want to giy·• 
the Committee some very important figures. 
In ] 880, there were six cities in the Unite~ 
States with a population of over 8,000, ann 
4 per cent. of the population of the United 
States 1vas in these six cities. 

In 1030 there 1vere 1,200 cities in the 
United States with n population of over 8,000, 
:1]1(1 49 per cent. of the population of the 
TTnite<l States 1vas in those cities. The next 
figures I conlcl obtain were for 1934, w!1en 
iiG per cent. of the population of the Um~ed 
States 1ms in the 1,200 cities of a populatwn 
of over 8,000. It was the hon. mcmher for 
Nananao 1vho some little time ago rlrnY 
attenti~n to the fact that there 1vas no chiH. 
the cities in the United States. As a matt<'l' 
of fact there is no drift to thl' cities: hut 
hecnusP' of the development of a ln~l;c·1· 
civilisation there is that cnll from the CltiOs 
that must be answ·CTecl, and it is anSI'\'PTE' 11 
vear after ve::tr. One need only refer to 
Great Britain. In 1800, approximately 2s 
pPr cent. of tl1e population 1iver1 in the 
cities, 1vhereas, to-rlay, the percentage is ~(] 
per cent. 

To 1vhat is that due~ It is due to the f:ld 
that the factories built in the citie..: at; r:1d 
population. Factories coul<l be _crcctc<l i1; 
tho countrv. Thnt has been done m t!Je P"~' 
an cl is being done to-day. Popnl tio11 i, 
attracted to- the factories. We ],~w bnilt 
cities by erecting factories in a certain 
locality, and that will continue irrespeetivc o:t 
anything we might do. 

Another factor in the grmvth of tlle eitiec; 
has been the use of machinery. In 1~(111, 
when the eities had virtually no popnlatilin, 
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the only work on the farms not done by 
back-breaking labour was that done by the 
plough aml the harrow, and that was merely 
bee a use the people could harness an animal 
to these machines. All the other >vork, such 
as reaping, threshing, and milling, WHS- done 
bY manual labour. But what work is done 
r·; ihat deseription 1Jy that method to-day'! 
Yi rtnn lly llone_ One hundred years ago, or 
cl-en less thnn that, there >vas no such thing 
a:-{ a ll10\Ying 1naehino, a reaping 1nachine, a 
thresher anrl hinder, a disc plough, a tractor, 
or a separator. There was no such thing as 
a 5-ton chnrn. All these things haYe been 
introduced, and their introlluction has brought 
people to the cities. The very manufacture 
of these utensils has nwant that a greater 
numlwr of people shall live in the citfes and 
that a smaller number of people are required 
in the country. To-day, one man in agri­
culture produces as much as 10 men 50 to 70 
ye:trs ngo. These facts are establislH'd hy 
statistics. 

ll'f:r. Edwards: Tl1at is not true. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member for 
N anango says, ''That is not true.'' He was 
there and he knows. 

}Ir. Edwards: We are not talking about 
America, we are talking about Australia. 

Tile TREASURER: I am talking of the 
worltl general1y. 1 am gi.-ing the history of 
the growth of cities and the history of the 
cities in Australia will be the same as that 
of those in any other part of the world. The 
hon. member would force people on to the land 
when there is no call for people on the land. 
Tf he wants them to go back to the gnrncring 
of the harvest with the scythe, there may 
be such a ~all, but he and those associatm1 
with him strive for better conditions in the 
country. They are entitled to them. They 
plenrl for improYerl facilities for the man 
on the land, and so long as they do these 
things they will encourage the Yery position 
that has arisen to-day, which is inevitable. 
Of course it is ineYitable-we must face this 
fact fairly and squarely. It is no use trying 
to force people on 'the land when there may 
be no inducement to them to go tlH're. \Ve 
have to make sure there is the inducement. 
The land can carry only a certain number 
of people, and that number is governed 
by the demands of the city in the matter of 
supply, no more and no less; or >Yhat the 
market demantls in the matter of supply, no 
Ptore and no less. 

Every person who looks fairly and SCJunrely 
nt the position recognises that lmless there 
are big cities there is no call for the country 
to feed them. There >vonltl lw no enll for 
us to export butter to Great Rritnin if there 
'IYCrc no big- popnlntion in the cities there. 
There would be no call for us to sell our 
wool to America, China, .Japan, or anywhere 
else if they had no big popnlntions in their 
cities. The fact thnt huge populations m·e 
in the cities gives rise to that particular call, 
and all we can hope to do is to mPot it. This 
looRe i'alk of putting- thonsDnds an<l thousnnrls 
of JlCO]'le on ihe bnd is the -wrong type of 
r:llk. 

There is nothing at the back of it. 'vV e 
have to get some view of history if we arG 
to loo'k upon the situation fairly, squarely, 
and honestly, and attempt to make some 
provision for post-war planning. "\Ve are not 
going to make it by glibly talking about 
placing all the returned soldiers, or even a 
fnir pl'O'j)Ortion of them, upon the la'nrl. 
That is not possib!C'. As a matter of fact, 
ihr- Conunon>vcalth Government have a regu­
lation compelling all employers to re-engage 
the men who lea 1·e their service for enlist­
ment purposes. 

JUr. Luckins: That is compulsory. 

The TREASURER: Yes, and I think it is 
an excellent thing, and disposes of a fairly 
big percentage of the men who will go over­
seas. They n're smc that they -will Tegain 
the positions they left. But I am not say­
ing that we should be satisfied with that. I 
do belieYe that >Ye should make some pro­
vision for those men who will be ut a dead­
end, but we are not going to make provision 
for them by airil;· snying, ''Oh, let us go 
in for land Rettll'mcnt.'' IV!mt does lnnd 
settlement mean to-drry as compared with 
what it meant 80 years ago~ Eighty years 
ago it me:mt a horse, a cow, a plough, a 
hanow, nnd a handful of se~d, hut to-day 
it means prepared la'nd, a good house for 
the- man to live in, equipment, machinery, 
aml stock; and no man can be put on the 
la'nd decently, J venture to say, under £1,000. 

~Ir. Luckins: If he has a certain amount 
of money himself--

The TRK\SURER: If he has a certain 
amount of money himself he is s~ttling him­
self. 

Then there is another thing that we mnst 
crmsider-thc nclaptnbility of tbe ma'n to the 
land. A man mnst be o:f' a particular tmn 
of mind, he mnst have some kn.cwledge of 
tho job-a. lmowlerlge that is ju't as neces­
sary to him as the knowledge that a carpen­
ter mnst hnYe of his wOTk is to the carpen­
ter. I do not think >YG ca'n gi>·e a man a 
horse, a cow, a plough, a harrow, and a 
handful of scerl mHl say to him, ''Go and 
he a fnrnwr and become prosperous.'' It is 
nbsnrd, impos.sible, nnrl I do not think we 
enn do the job eil'ediYely unless '"C train 
the men who arc to take ''P that ·wm·k, who 
nre willing nml eager _o do that job, 
thoroughly and- satisfactorih·. 

Tf there is one thing Wf' must aYod, it is 
this loose talk about settling men upon the 
lam1. T think that is the >Yorst kind of 
tnlk. It is loose, it gets U3 nowhere, and it 
means nothing. 

1\l:r. Luckins: It is just sometlling to 
talk about. 

The TREASURER: It is merely a little 
bit of lip-service and we haYe to giYC some­
thing a little bottel· thnn that. 

J\Ir. Ni.mmo: Do you not think the man 
on tlw lall(1 is entitlecl to a better reward 
than ho g~ts? 

The TREASGRER: I do, and if all 
Governments were of the mind of the present 
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Government of Queensland, he should get 
a return, but unfortunately \YC do not con­
trol the London market, unfortunately we 
do not control overseas markets, unfortun­
ately we do not control shipping and their 
costs and charges, unfortunately we do not 
control many of the things that overate 
against his getting the retum he should get. 

Jl'Ir. JUahe:r: You are satisfied to let him 
get his rewnrd in the hereafter. 

The TREASUREU: I am not. I believe 
that he should get his reward now like 
ewrybody else, nnrl the thing that the 
LalJOur Party has striven to do over the 
vem·s has been to see that there is more 
decency in the paying of the rewards that 
are due for labour. The Labour Party has 
done a tremendous amount in that direction, 
and nobody can deny it. As a matter of 
fa'et, over the past 30 years-and I will 
nwke this admission-all Governments have 
been inclining towards a greater humani­
tarianism-that may 110t be the exact term, 
but it is near enough. I should say that 
the trend of all Governments has been 
tewa:rds greater humanitarianism, and it 
shoulrl be towards still greater humani­
tarianism. To talk airily about putting 
people on the land and about a new order 
that is going to come into being will not 
get us anywhere. The new order that is 
going to come into being will eo me; it is 
onr job to see that it is tllP right order. T 
am satisfied that there is one thing about 
it that We must not allmY. \Ye must not 
allow it to bo just a drift. I do not think 
we can afforc1 to allow that. It will move, 
and move fiercely, and it will be the jo h of 
the people in control to see that it moves in 
the right direction. 

I believe that the new order will dema'nd a 
fuller life, but a fuller life will not neces­
sa'rily mean greater comfort anc1 greater ease. 
It will mean that \Ve shall render a greater 
service to the community. A greater service 
tG the community ·will not be a haphazan1 
sort of a thing. It will not be a voluntary 
thing--it will be a compulsory community 
scn-iee. It will not be an easy matter for 
us; we shall not slide into· a new order; 
everything will not be bright and shining. 
I believe that after the war conditions will 
be mneh more ilifficnlt for all of us. It will 
be more difficult for us to pursue the right 
course then than it is now. \V' e shall havo 
to do this thing step by step, ancl I believe 
that every step will be a painful one. If 
there is one thing to revere and look up to 
it is progress. \V e cannot be satisfied to let 
things slide and drift, as there seems to be 
an inrlination to do to-day. 

I am satisfied that we shall not be satisfied 
with the view of democrac·y \Ye take in these 
days. \V e have certain responsibilities. Citi­
zenship gives us certain rights, and demands 
of us the performance of certain duties. As 
I have said, our general conception of duty 
is wha't the other chap shall do. The only 
man to whom any man will be able to say, 
''This is your duty,'' is the man he sees 
in front of him when he stands before a 
mirror. In other words, we shall have to 

tell ourselves what our duties are. Then, I 
believe, we shall get a better vision than wE' 

have at the present time. The new order 
will not carry any pa'ssengers. Those peopl( 
who can and will not, will not be tolerated. 
The new order will have to see that there is 
no division of service, that the only serYiee 
will be community service. It will have to 
g·ct rid of him \vho says, ''My duty is to 
look after myself and those connee:ted with 
me.'' Such a man will have to have a better 
unclm·stancling of life in the community and 
know tha't his duty is to the community, and 
nalise that if he does his duty to the com­
rmmity the community will do its duty b.r 
him. I am speaking about the community 
as a whole, and those people who will not 
be with us ·will not be of us. 

T nsk that we give up all loose talk about 
settling people on the land' and the drift to 
1'he cities Let us not talk about the new 
order as ~ome new han:n into which we shall 
slide quite easily, naturally, and pleasanth-. 
We shall not slide easily, natnrally, and 
plensantl~·, because whiehever way we go 
will he hnnl, but it is our duty to see that 
our moye is in the direction of benefiting the 
whole of the people. 

Mr. Edwards: You are talking loose talk 
now. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member for 
Na'nango has arrived at that stage in 
politieal life when nothing is any good. I 
am afraid to say that he has begun to liYe 
in a state that might be described as, ''Oh, 
what is the use?" I am pleased to say that 
notwithstan cling my long political life, I ha've 
not yet arrived at the stage when everything 
is g·ood anr1 nothing better can be done. 
We cnn do much more than we are doing, 
but it will not be done by lip-service. 

Mr. J,nckins: Let us co-operate. 

Tlw 'l'Rf:ASURER: The hon. member for 
Maree reminds me of the elephant am1 the 
roc.ster that were parked in a stable one 
night. The TOoster said to the elephant, 
''Let ns a·gree to keep perfectly still during 
the night, otherwise we might trample one 
another to death.'' 

The hon. mE'mber for 1\Iarec>, who lmon·s 
thnt he will have to co-operate. snys. ''Let us 
all ~o-oreratr.'' '!'hat is a great. am1 glorious 
admission. I trust that he will accept. fully, 
frnnkly, nnd freely the co-operation thnt will 
he plaeed upon him, and that he will liw 
long: enough to thank tl1ose peorle who ha"e 
plaecrl that co-operation upon him. 

Item (Ai,1c-cle-cmnp to His Exc~llC'JH'Y th 
Governor) agreed to. 

ESTIMATES IN CHIEF, 1940-1941. 

EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR (BALANCE 
OF VOTE). 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
~Iackav): I move-

'' That £3,532 be granted for 'ExecntiYe 
a n<1 Legislative-His Excellency the 
Governor (Balance of Vote).' " 
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Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) (11.57 a.m.): I was 
1 ,-,·.v pleased to see that His Excellency the 
(~o\·crnor hacl been granted a further exten­
<nn of his office. He has proved hirr!'self a 
1\·orthy citizen, and a man who is willing 
to help the people of Queensland in every 
possible way. The expenditure required for 
the maintenance of office of Govemor is 
money \Yell spent. ·when the hon. member 
for East Toowoomba was speaking in this 
I 'hamber the other dny be snid that probably 
the Premier \\·ould be going into another 
job, or into other quarters, and although we 
\\"Ne more or less jesting there is the per­
,:~tcnt rmno11r that the Premier might accept 
the Governorship of this State. I do not 
Lnow whether he can give us any inkling as 
tu his intentions about taking over this very 
l:ig·h oflicc. I think it is advisnble to have 

outside man as GoYernor. Some people 
mav ask, ''Can we not find a n!'an in this 
8tntc who can fill the position as well~" But 
l do not holc1 with the view that question 
.-ngg·egts. A man who comes from the hub 
pf the uniYersc, from the centre of the 
·Empire, is a disinterested party, one who 
i an hold the scales evenly, and can carry 
:•nt his duties without favouring one section 
of the people more than another. 

The system of importin_g Go,·crnors has 
Le•!ll of great benefit to this State, b2cause 
e\·ery one of them ·who has retired and 
retnmed to the Olcl Country has gone back 
,ts an nml1assador from Queenslan(l. When 
I \vas in England I went do\vn to Queens­
lnncl House, where I saw the late Sir Mat­
lhew Nathrm, a former GoYernor of Queens­
land, with his coat off and lmsily engaged 
in indexing a great number of books which 
ite said were the books that he had collected 
-,,-hilc he \Yas Governor of Queensland. He 
<1it1 it \\·as his intention to present them to 
'iueonslanc[ House for the use of people who 
tlesiTed to gain a knowledge about Queens­
land, anc1 that it \vas his intention to hand 
then\ oyer without any cost to anyone. 

Sir John Goodwin, Governor of Queens­
land, asked me what I thought was the 
most charming place in England. I said 
that I thought it was the country in 
the Ln ke 'Windermere di" trict, up towards 
Ambleside. IIe replied, ''That is Temark­
ahle, hc~anse I had an estate there, but I 
had to sell it while I was in Queensland, in 
order to maintain my position there.'' It 
can l'e seen that Governors aTe called upon 
to spend in excess of the amount provided 
for them hv the GoYernment in the main­
tcnnnce of their office. The expenditure on 
the offiL c is a wise one in the interests of the 
8tate. I tlo not know whether the present 
Governor intends to relinquish his position 
;1t the expiration of his present period of 12 
m·onths. I hope not. I hope the fact that 
he has harl his term extended for only 12 
months is not significant. It looks ns if Sir 
Lcslie \Vilson had become our permanent 
Gowrnor, and, as I said befOTe, he has done 
his job very well. 

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) (12 noon): 
What the hon. member for Oxlcy has said 
prompts me to make some comments with 
reference to the position of Governor of this 
State. I haYe alwavs helcl the view that it 
is a g·ood thing t"o maintain touch with 
Creat Britain through the office of GoYernor, 
but I have no objection to the appointment 
of an outstanding Ansimlian to the position. 
\\' e have thonsall(1S of men in Australia well 
eqnipp<'cl in every respeet to clischnrge the 
high function' of either the office of 
Governor-General of the Commonwealth or 
Governor of the State of Qneenslund, but it 
is impOTtant to us in eYery way to retain at 
lenst one lmperial link. It is in these clays 
that we must recognise to the full that under 
the S"tatute of 'Westminster we have the 
utmost freedom. We are masters of our 
own affairs, and there is no interference 
whatsoeYer by the Imperial authorities in 
the functions of government, either Federal 
or State. 'l'o that extent we are an entirely 
free people, and mnsters of onr own fate 
and desiin:v. We arc all l:elcl together 
throughout the Grent British CommomYenlth 
of Nations in the symbol of the Crown. 

The Premier: You are speaking now in 
a Commonwealth sense. The State Governor 
has more authority than the Governor­
General. 

l:Ur. l:UAHER: I am speaking in a general 
sense, because once we allow any wedge to 
be driven into the principle by saying we 
will accept an Australian for the high oifice 
of Governor it will not be long befOTe the 
wedge will be driven further and a Tequest 
n1arle for the appointment of an Australian 
as GoYernor-General. There is no doubt in 
my mind as to the qualifications of an Aus· 
tralian for the position, but in Yiew of the 
complex eivilisation we live in and the 
dangers of increasing populations in .the 
more dosely-settled countries it is the duty 
of the Empire to stand more closely 
together. The late Right Honourable J oseph 
Chamberlain snid that the day of small 
nations hacl passed, and the clay of Empires 
had come. I think that is Yery true to-day. 
\V e have seen the mnny races that formed 
the old Habsburg Empire divide into 
smaller nations; because of inter-mcial fends 
am! differences, they "·ere unable to stand 
tog·cthcr. We have had it demonstrated in 
this Great VVar that because certain nations 
were not welded into one great State stand· 
ing· as a banier to the Gern!an Reich they 
were overrun one by one. 

This all emphasises the principle that 
peoples with a common interest and affinity 
should stand together, for thus they will be 
better and more strongly equipped to meet 
danger and less likely to be assailed. It is, 
therefore, highly important that this countTY 
should maintain the Imperial link, and the 
least thing we can do, having regaTcl to the 
fact that we are all of the British race is to 
maintain through the offices of Gov'ernor­
Gcneral and Governor our link with Great 
Britain. That is the least we should do to 
weld this great Empire together. 
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It is on those grounds I support the view 
that it is desirable that any further appoint­
ments to the office should be made by His 
Majesty Tbe King, in the way that has been 
followed since the foundation of Australia 
and its States. 

~Ir. BRAND (Isis} (12.6 p.m.) : I wish 
to pay a tribute to the great service rendered 
by His Excellency the Governor iluring his 
stay in Queensland. One characteristic of 
the people of this State that attracts His 
Excellenev is their democratic outlook. He 
appreciates Australian sentiment and Aus­
tralians. We have been fortnnate in having 
him for so long, but we realise that in the 
ordinary course men who are appointed to this 
position go Home at some time. If His Excel­
lency should go during this periotl of great 
international stress and war it would be 
foolish for us to take up the attitude that 
there was no Queenslander capable of ful­
filling that high offiee 'vith credit to himsdf 
and honour to this State. The close ties 
that bind us to the Empire would be in no 
way impaiTed lly such an appointment. I 
do not think it is wise to support the outlook 
that anyone who came from the Olc1 Country 
could maintain the Empire spirit to a greater 
extent than a local appointee. I believe that 
Qneenslanders, particularly those wllo haw 
been in public life, are just as intensely loyal 
to our King and Empire, and cherish the ideals 
we are fighting for as dearly as anyone 
coming from any other part of the Empire. 
I think the appointment of one of our citizens 
to the office of Governor would be highly 
satisfactory and would maintain the bonds 
of Empire to the same extent as if the 
appointee came from Britain. 

\Ve are grateful to His Excellency for his 
excellent work in this State since the war 
hegan and his endeavour to bring us together 
in the fight against the things that threaten 
us. He has undoubtedly rendered a service 
that will be appreciated by Queenslanders 
for all time. If he has to return to the Old 
Country in the near future, and in view of 
the difficult times we are going through, I 
think we could easily find a very eminent 
Queenslander to fill the position. Sue h an 
appointee would receive the same support 
from Queenslanders as the present Governor 
receives. Queenslanders and Australians are 
looking at this Empire tie in a different spirit 
to-day than in the past. We recognise that 
no mattPr what part of the Empire we may 
be in we are close to each other. 

I offer my congratulations to His Excel­
lency Rir Leslie Wilson on the wonderful 
sen;ice he has rendered to Queensland during 
his sojourn here. 

The PRElUJER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mnckn:v) (12.10 p.m.): I appreciate 'the 
remarks thnt have been made by hon. mem­
bers regarding the activities of His Excel­
lency tlie G0wrnor. There can be no doubt 
thrt" Sir Lr·>lie \Vilson l1as given very valu­
able service to this State, and that ser­
vice is appreciated by all sections of the 
community in Queenslnnd. 

Mr. Mal1er: Hear, hear! 

The PRElUlER: He has interested him­
self at all times in everything that strengthells 
the nation. Everything that goes to build up 
character he has encouraged and supported. 
He has received His Majesty's commission 
on two separate occasions, and his time ha~ 
now been extended for a fmther period of a 
year. Whether that will be the final exten­
sion, I am not in a position to say. 

Hon. members should realise that tlw 
appointment of a Governor of a State is ma,le 
on the nomination, of the Secretary of State 
for the Dominions. In the past, the ques­
tion has arisen whether that nomination 
should be made by the Government of a State. 
In other words, who can sny that the Sec­
rotary of State for the Dominions is more 
capable of making a recommendation to the 
King than, say, the Premier of the State 
concerned? 

}fr. Nimmo: Cannot the State say that 
a man is acceptable? I think you wouh1 haYe 
a s:q in that. 

'L'he PREMIER: I am pointing out that 
the nomination or the initiative is in the 
hands of the Secretary of State for the 
Dominions, a Minister of the British Govem­
ment. It could be argued thnt a member ot' 
the Queensland Cabin et, or the (~ueens­
lancl Government as a whole, could give a 
recommendation of equal value to that of any 
Secretary of State in England. A number of 
people who hold office in Great Britain during 
normal times may know very little about the 
Dominions. They may not even know the 
geography of the Dominions or very much 
a bout the aims and aspirations of their people. 
I have heard members of the House of Com­
mons, ,,-hen discussing Imperial affairs, talk­
ing glibly about ''our'' possessions over­
seas. I haYe not failed to protest against 
that Piccadilly attitude. 

We take the view in Australia that Aus­
tralia is owned and controlled by the Aus­
tralian people, those who are its citizens 
now and those who will be its citizens in the 
future. We recognise that under the system 
of the British C01nmonwealth we have prob­
ably deviPed the hest form of government 
that has yet C'llerged in any country. Having 
regnrd to the history of government, it is a 
veq interesting thing thnt there is no pre­
cedent, so far as I know-and I have been 
a very careful student of history all my life 
-for a Commonwealth such as ours. We 
are bound together effectivelv by in\'isible 
links. We are bound together, not by any 
legal enactments that can be enforccrl in 
a court of law but chiefly by a common senti­
ment, a common desire to extend the 
benefits of civilisation. 

Unity is strength, and the British Com­
monwenlth, united, is the strongest indh·idur.l 
unit, economic and otherwise,- in tlw world 
to-day. But no long document, no weighty 
tomes, play any pnrt in that form of con­
trol. Bach part, nrcording to its intelli­
gence, energy, and vision, is sclf-gnY•'l'>l<:'fl. 
We are united in common kinship. in rom­
mon sentiment. Speaking brondly, I shoulr1 
say that the British CommonwenHh of 
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.1\ations is not only unique in history but is 
the greatest force for civilisation in the best 
sense that has yet emerged in the evolution 
;:f the world. 

The British ConmJ,omvealth stands for the 
a:lY:mcement of human libe1·ty. It lays no 
f:punds to the extension of human liberty. 
Human liberty can be extended to the widest 
possible bounds compatible with human 
responsibility. There can be no libeTty >vith­
<Jut eorre"lpontling responsibility. Our form 
; .. ;- government has been a gradual 
:_;;·mvth, an evolution, a slow unfolding, 
and no-one can contemplate with 
"'Juanimity any disintegration of what 
"''~ are proud to call the Bl'itish Common­
,vealth of Nations. 

.\ t the time of the conference held very 
·:rly in the century, which was attended by 

t ':e late Alfred Deakin, tllP late Earl Balfour, 
r Great Britain, made a speech that evoked 

;::ide attention at the time and has since been 
;,;·ovcd to have been prophetic. ·when he 
\\·elcomed the various delegates, he looked 
into the fntnrc and dTPW a picture of the 
r1ewlopment that the British EmpiTc was 
likely to take. It is of tremendous interest 
to read that speech to-day, in the lir:ht of 
z 1 2nts that have bken place over the last 35 
ye:-trs. It shm;·ed a wonderful knm;-letlg·: on 
the part of the spcnker, not only of his:ory 
hnt of the tendencies tlwt wen~ developing 
z1t that time, nn<l lun·e come to frnitinn since 
:111cl lw>·e been embodied in what is !mown as 
the Statute of \\'estminster. 

rnder that statute, C'lCh Dominion hf,S 
c·•.Hnplete eontrol of its destiny anrl its own 
::ffairs. Yet, we arc nnitcd in sentiment, in 
economic intcnst, :md regard ourselves as 
{1tlC people having the same flag and the same 
destiny. The link with the CJ'Own is largely 
l he sole legal attachment to the British 
Cro\vn. 

Governors of States have certain duties and 
obligations that arc set out not only in the 
Constitution itself, bnt in the instructions to 
Governors. If hon. members have not read 
them I advise them to do so, because they 
arc very interesting. 'Ne in Queensland have 
power to amend our Queensland Consti'Clltion. 
Y\'e have power to pass any law that does 11ot 
infringe the law of the Commonwealth or 
the treaty obligations into which Great Britain 
and the Commonwealth haYc entered. It is 
the duty of the Governor to Tcserve for the 
:Royal Assent any mcasmes that might have 
international implications. In such a case, 
the Attomey-General of the State is the 
adviser to the Governor on the question 
whether any Bill should be so reserved for the 
.L1oyal Assent. A Bill reserved is, of course, 
scrntinisecl by the British legnl authorities 
in relation to contractual obligations that 
n1igl1t 'be in~o1ved bet1-reen the Co.mmlo1l­
wealth and other countries and Great Britain 
nncl other countries. vvith this exception, 
we have complete self-government, and the 
only consirkration that enters into the matter 
is the rizht of nomination of the Governor. 
As I said earlier, a nomination is made by 
the Secretary for State for the Dominions, 
Hnd I take the view that it would not in 

any sense weaken the Go;'crnment of Queens­
land if the nomination >ms in the hands of 
the Government of the day. 'l'hat is the 
factual relation in resped of the Governor­
General. 'l'he Commonwealth Government 
have the right of nomination, and they exer­
cise that right. GoYcl·nors-Ccneral appointed 
in rcr:ent years, particularly Rin<~0 the passage 
of the Statute of \Vestminster, have all been 
uominatcd by the Connuonwealth Prime 
:Minister. Does anvbotlv obicct to a Governor· 
General so appoi;1terl 1 I' have 110t hcanl 
1 hat any Yali<i ohjcetions have ever been 
put forwarrl. Of course, the Government of 
the day hnve certain powers in 1·elation to 
these things, and they are exercised, and 
there is no doubt that the nrescnt Govern­
ment and succeeding Goyem;1cnts will con­
tinue to exercise thos-e power~ . 

Suffice it to say, however, that it is very 
pleasing to know that we have as our present 
Governor and his good lady people >Yho have 
endeared themselves to Queensland, anrl a 
man who has carried out his obligations to 
the State in so admirable a fashion. 

Honourable l'ifembers: Hear, hear! 

The PRE~HER: I should advise the hon. 
memher for Oxle:y to disregard rnmours in 
future. ''Rumour is a lying ;jade,'' Pi!id one 
of the world's greatest poets, and y·ho am T 
that I should presume to conb·ndid that 
great authority? It is wry toud1ing, how­
ever-I feel stirred to the depths of my being 
-to see how many people are coneerner1 for 
my futnre. It is a fonn of loving-kindness 
for which I mn wry deeply grateful. But 
I would point out to those otherwise well­
intentioned people that there is nothing I 
want that anyone can give me. That state­
ment of moral philosoph:· is one that hon. 
members might ponder-there is nothing· I 
want that anyone can giw me. If the hon. 
member for Oxlev bears in miml those words 
of the immortal" bard, ''Rumour is a lying 
jade," he will not fall into the grievous 
error he is so prone to fall into when -discuss­
ing matters in this Chmnher. 

Item (His Exce llem·y the Governol'­
Balance of Vote) agreed to. 

EXllCUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The PRElHF,R CE-Ion. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) (12.26 p.m): I move-

" That £90 be granted for 'Exccntiw 
Council. ' '' 

The vote is the same as last year. 

Vote agreed to. 

LEGISLATIHl ASSE'lfBLY. 

The PRE:UIER (Hon. W. Forg-an Smith, 
Mackay) : I move- ~ 

''That £:31,038 be granted for 'Legis­
lative Assembly.' '' 

}[r. ~L\H.ER (West Moreton) (12.28 
p.m.) : I should like to make some reference 
to Parliament and to matters related to this 
vote. It is rather a hackneyed saying that 
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we owe a great deal to our parliamentary 
institutions and that it is the pride of free 
people to send rcpresentnti\'es to Parliament. 
So far as my observations go, I think that 
the business in this Parliament is done in 
a dignified way, and its conduct equals and 
possibly excels that of other parliamentary 
institutions tlwt I have had occasion to visit. 
However, I think it is desirable to maintain 
the old-established practice in this Assembly, 
that an hon. member in ar1ch-essing himself 
to the various subjects submitted for our 
considerotion shonld rely on his own ability to 
express himself freely and lucidly without 
resorting to the reading of his speech. 

I am willing to concede this right to the 
Premier or a Minister of the Crown or Leader 
of the Opposition, especially when a highly 
intricate or involved Bill is before Parlia­
ment, or when any important statement has 
to be made and it is necessary to weigh one's 
words very r~uefully. I concede quite 
willingly to those who carry the responsi­
bilities of Parliament the privilege of read­
ing such statements, but so far as the general 
rank and file of the House is concerned we 
are not maintaining the ancient tradition and 
standing of Parliament if we allow hon. 
members to read their speeches. 

Mr. Duns tan: Parliament is usually 
indulgent to a new member. 

1Ur. MAHER: That indulgence is entirely 
within the discretion of Mr. Speaker or the 
Chairman of Committees. A new member will 
never find his feet if he is going to read his 
speech every time he gets up. He will never 
gain confidence in himself. We have all been 
new members in our time and no-one could 
have been more nervous than I was when I 
rose for the first occasion. In fact, my knees 
knocked. 

The Premier: As a matter of fact, mine 
still knock. 

JUr. ltiAHER: No man ever attains to any 
distinction as a public speaker unless he is 
slightly nervous. It is the man who is 
nervous before he gets up to speak who often 
rises to the greatest heights of oratory. I 
read an article about Mr. Lloyd George in 
which it was said that before delivering a 
speech in the House of Commons or in any 
of the large cities of England he literally 
shook with nervousness. I can understand 
that. Every man in parliamentary life is 
seized with a certain amount of nervousness 
and apprehensiveness, particularly before he 
rises to deliver any importa'nt speech, and he 
has to conquer that feeling as best he can. 
Even Disraeli, who rose to the greatest 
heights of oratory in the British House of 
Commons, twice failed to hold the House 
when he cmne in as a new member because 
of slwcr nervousness. If men like Disraeli 
har1 been allowed to read their speeches con­
stantly they would not have attained that 
masterful and dominant position to which he 
subsequently attained. 

If the Premier, from whom we have heard 
some notable speeches in this Assembly, got 
into the habit when he entered Parliament of 
reading his speeches on every occasion he 

would never have trained himself to become 
the effective speaker that he is and he woul<l 
never have conquered his initial nen'ousness. 
Parliament loses its interest completely when 
hon. members are compelled to sit and list~n 
to long, windy orations that are read. 

Someone told me the story of two o 1<1 
Scotchmen coming from kirk on Sunday. One 
said to the other, '''What do you think of 
the new minister, Jock~" Jock replied, ''I 
don't think ower good of him at all.'' His 
friend continued, '' \Vhat is wrong with 
him~ ' ' and Jock replied, ''In the first place 
he read his sermon, in the second place lw 
read it badly, and in the third place it was 
not worth reading at all.'' That is the 
position we arc getting into in this Parlia­
ment. I do not think that Parliament should 
tolerate the reading of speeches by hon. 
members. It gives an hon. member a certain 
advantage over other hon. members. It 
enables him to use polished phrases, or-it is 
possible-to pay some ''ghost'' to write his 
speech for him and get it into '' Hansard'' 
with all its grandiloquent phraseology, to be 
afterwards circulated among his constituents. 
They are then inclined to think that their 
representative is an orator. That hon. 
member has an advantage over tllf' hon. 
member who gets up and makes an extem­
poraneous speech from the wealth of know­
ledge he has accumulaterl from experience, 
or as a result of stur1y, industry, and research 
to equip himself as a public man. 

I think Parliament's charm and inteTest lie 
in the fact that members :1ave to got up an<l 
rely on their own resources when r1elivering 
a spee(·h. I must say that I found it very 
interesting during my terni of five years as 
Lea dcr of the Opposition to sit here all day 
long an<1 listen to all t:vpes of men speaking. 
Some of them svoke with a little difficulty 
at time', some awkwardly for the first time, 
nevcTtheless, tll(y all had ideas to express. 

The Premier: The great thing is the idea. 

Mr. MAHER: The great thing is the 
idea, as the Premier ;:ays. The great thing 
is a man's experience and the expression of 
his views in his own natural way, so that we 
ran judge his earnestness and sinceTity. That 
is the point. Anybody who gets up and 
H<ono~ononsly reads out something does not 
give those who are listening an opportunity 
to ;jndge his enTnostness, his sincerity, or 
his value to the nation. I nm not reflecting 
on any hon. member who has read his speech. 
I am only dealing with the principle. I 
Toalise that there there is a 1wturnl inclina­
tion in a ne\\' niembcr to talH' the line of 
least Tesistance and rear1 out a written state­
ment. While it is possible for that to go 
on, one cannot blame members for seeking 
the easy way. I think our Standing Orders 
should be so framed that tolerance might 
be arcoTderl to a new member for his fiTst 
ses,ion, but after he harl accommorlated him­
self to the atmospheTc of the House-and 
when the second sc~sion opened he should 
have clone that-he should be big enough and 
strong enough to get up and state his views 
and combat interjection, and in that way 
dewlop into a nscful member of this 
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Assembly. If we are going· to treat a new 
member ns a hothouse plant he will hardly 
survive the icy ·winds that blow in this House 
at times. 

The Premier: Sometimes they are not 
icy; they are scorching. 

lUr. MAHER: They are scorching hot or 
icy, nccorcling to the political temperature. 
After all, is there not an interest in that~ 
We have our ups and downs; we give our 
blows and tnkc the other fellow's blows, but 
we sometimes sit down in a reminiscent 
mood and say, "vVell, it was hot, but I 
enjoyed the fun.'' I think there is a good 
deal in that. It is in the clash of argument 
anrl the ebb anrl fiow of debate that pro­
gressiYe views are given. In public speech 
and argument and in the exehange of views 
we learn, we sometimes alter vie\vs previously 
held, and sometimes our views are 
strengthened. 

In this Assembly we have oppOTtunity of 
gaining knowledge and experience by listen­
ing. I remember, when I came here first, 
the late member for Bundaberg, Mr. Barber, 
asked me not to be biased in any way, but 
to sit and listen and I should hear wisdom 
from both sides. While we sometimes hear 
a good deal of what is termed '' boloney,'' 
at the same time there are members from 
both sides who make very useful contribu­
tions to debates, and those who will sit and 
listen can learn. They can make then!'selyes 
much more cRpable anrl informed by listen­
ing and absorbing all they can, crystallising 
and dissecting it in their minds and trying 
to decide, from their point of view, what 
is reasonable and just. 

At least, that has been my experience 
here. I emphasise that I make this appeal to 
the Committee this morning, not out of any 
sense of prejudice or ill-will to any new 
member who has been in the habit of reading 
his speech, but rather to uphold the principle 
that a man should, as soon as possible, accom­
modate himself to the atmosphere of Pm·lia­
ment and learn to deliver a speech based on 
his study the night or morning before. He 
should come into the Assembly with the facts 
marshalled in his mind, and do his best. The 
House is tolerant of a now member and 
understanding, and, therefore, the member 
should make the effort. 

Of course, the Premier, as leader of the 
House, is in the best position to encourage 
this practice, but I hope the members of 
the Standing Orders Committee will take 
what I say into consideration. I repeat 
that, in making this contention, I allow for 
the right of the Premier, his Ministers, or the 
L~ader of the Opposition to read a deliberate 
statement on an important matter at any 
time. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: There 
aTe not many hon. members on this side of 
the House who read' their speeches. 

JUr. IUAHER: I am not submitting this 
matter in any party spirit. I am not charg­
ing any side of the House with this bad 
habit. I merely say that it is not for the 
good of Parliament to allow it to continue, 

otherwise it will be found that it will gradu­
ally extend and member after member will 
stand and bore the House stiff, to say nothing 
of our friends in the ' 'Hansard'' and Press 
galleries, with long\Yinrled orations that have 
been written out. The House will lose all 
its interest in such circumstances. 

A Government JUember: Possibly 
supplied by somebody else. 

JUr. ll'IAHER: That is so. To make use 
of a picturesque simile that I have heard 
the Premier use in this House, an hon. mem­
'ber could be userl as a gaspipe for somebouy 
else to blow through. 

The PRKlUIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
2\fackay) (12.43 p.m.): The hon. member for 
West l\1oreton has raised a very interesting 
subject. If hon. members ca're to read'' JIIIay,'' 
on parliamentary procedure, they will find 
evidence of a gradual development of speak­
ing from notes to speaking extempore 
and the discountenancing written speeches, 
and there is always good reason, as I have 
pointed out on occasions, for Standing Orders 
or a rule of parliamentary practice or prin­
ciple. Obviously, the reason why written 
speeches have been frowned upon was the 
conviction that members should be creative. 
In other words, they should speak and vote 
in Parliament as they themselves think 
proper; they should not be the agents or 
spokesmen of others. 3.1any people have 
acquired the habit of reading speeches, which 
they can carry off admirnbly. I have known 
hon. members to read speeches in this House, 
perhaps contained in folders such as I have 
in my hand, and one could not really swear 
that they were reading those speeches at all, 
so trninecl were they in speaking from a 
written speech; and that applies to sermons. 

I can remember the first speech I made in 
this House. As most people know, I have 
always been afflicted with a shy, retiring 
disposition. ·when I was selected on the first 
day of my entry into Parliament to second 
the Address in Reply, I knew nothing about 
Standing Orders or parliamentary practice, 
and I took the precaution of writing out a 
speech. I started to rpad that. speech, with 
more or less trepidation, and the hon. mem­
ber for Croydon, the late Mr. :Mnrphy-and 
a very fine, estimable, gentleman he· was­
interjected, '' \Vhat newspaper are you read­
ing~" 'l'hat annoyed me, and I dropped my 
notes. I replied to him adequately. 
(T,aughter.) 

ll[r. JUacdonald: Did he understand you? 

The PREMIER: Oh, yes. (Laughter.) 
Unlike the hon. member for Stanlev. I h:wc 
never had any difficulty in that·· respect. 
(Lnnghter.) He did me a good turn. really, 
by interjecting, because I proceeded to speak 
for about 20 minutes \Yithout reference to 
my \Hitten speech. 

Nothing irks me more to-day than to have 
to read a speech. Of course, some speeches 
have to be written. The policy speech is 
a notable example, and no-one ig more 
delighted than I am when I have finished 
rce.ding my policy speech. The same applies 
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to the Budget. I am always more at home, 
with myself, at any rate, when speakin:; with 
the minimum of notes. Of course, that is 
the result of fairly long experience, fairly 
wide reading, and a very intensive study of 
the subject upon which I mny be called upon 
to spe.1k. 

Actually, there is no such thing as an 
extrmpore speech on any important subject. 
If a man rises, speaks without notes, and 
makes an excellent speech, that is the result 
of profound thought on the subject or sub­
jects beforehand. It is also the result of a 
well-trained and well-ordered mind. 

In some Parliaments, Ministers always 
read their speeches. In recent years Ministers 
in the Commonwealth Parlimnent almost 
invariably reac1 their second-reading speeches. 
In this Parliament that is not a common 
practice, 

Ministerial statements relating to policy 
can and should be read, bccause a high 
degree of accuracy is required in order that 
not only hon. members hut the public may 
be correctly informed. The Premier, or n 
Minister, is entitled, when making a state­
ment on policy, to read it in I'arliamcnt, 
and that is, in fact, in strict conformity with 
the Standing OrdeTs. 

It is obvious that e1 statement that mav 
involve foreign relations-a statement mad~ 
in the Commonwealth Parliament, for instance 
-must also be >uitten and read, )Jecause the 
misplacing of a \Yord cnn often lead to a 
misinterpretation of what is meant. On 
oc~acions, where contr;Jctual obligations are 
involved, I have rea(1 the greater part of 
my spe0ch. ~ did that when dealing with the 
State Electncity Commission Bill, a lm·ge 
section of which dealt with fmnchi· l< either 
held or to be granted to the City I~le Lric 
Light Company. Th1t Bill contained the 
basis upon which nll snhsequent negotiations 
depenrlccl. -

It \Vas therefore lJete,;snry in the publie 
interest thnt the full implication of the con­
trnctunl obligations ef the Crown anrl the 
{'Ompnny should be fully and adequately set 
out. Any error of Ftntement might have 
resulted in a loss to the Cn_'l-v,Tn or an injus­
tice to various companies. So I read the 
greater rnt of my second-reading speech on 
that occasion. 

The Speaker of the day called attention to 
the fact that I was reading my speech on 
that orcnsion and exm·essod the OTJinion t],at 
it ''"os ngainst the Standing Orders. I rlis­
agreca \vith him, Dnd stnted n1y TC'a'ons fol' 
so doing. I pointed out the practice follmYecl 
in the House of Commons, anr1 a Jotter \Yas 
subsequently written by the Clerk of the 
Assembly to the Clerk of the HonsP of Corn· 
mons in connection with the matter. S'ir 
Gilbert Campion replied on 21 December, 
J9:ll, am1 I think that his reply shodd be 
recorded so that the position shoulcl be known. 
vYhere onr Standing Orders are silent the 
Hol1Se of Commons ]Wactice is the authority, 
and that authority is generally quotccl from 
Sir Thoma.s Erskine 1\Tay 's ''Parliamentary 
. Practi0e. '' Mr. Dickson wrote to the Clerk of 

the House of Commons, and this is the repi:c 
to which I have referred-

'' Dear ::\Ir. Dickson,-I am sorry not 
to have rep lie cl earlier to your leti er of 
the 24th N o\·ember. It only reached me 
this morning. It hud evidently been delayed 
by an accic1ent en route and was forwarded 
in a damaged but readable condition from 
the R.oturued Letter Section of the Post 
Office. 

''I have read the pages of 'IIansarc1 ' 
enclosed with your letter, an<l considered 
the situation which arose in c·onnection \Yith 
the reading of the Prime Minister's spcceh 
in the light, first of all, of the passage on 
page .30:3 of Erskiue ::\Iay. l may say, 
incidentally, that this panagc will Le modi­
fied in the new edition which I hope will be 
published in the course of the coming year. 

''Taking the rule as set out in Erskinc 
May at its face value, I think it will be 
generally agreed that it has two main 
objects-

(1) It is intenrle<1 to secme that 
speeches shall not be mar1o by proxy­
that they shall not l1c vcrhnl1y iuspired 
from outside. '!'his is ,;:lf'fir-ientl-. inrli­
cated in the note on page 303 of 1\ray. 

(2) The 'econd main object of the rule 
is to encourage clehate. Set speeches 
make rlebate impossible. In this connec­
tion, I might refer yon to some remark,; 
made hy the pro8ent Spanker on his 
re-election in 1935. (ll. of C. dcbates-
1035-6-307 c. 7.) 
''The question then arises \vhether this 

rule is always obeyed literallY, and secondly 
whether there hns been any change in recent 
practice. 

"It jq vec·v c1iffi(ult to tell from obser­
vation alone \\hcthcr the practice of reading 
speeches is inereasing-. Some members are 
cleverer in concealing their monnscTipt than 
others, and it is diffkult to tell the differ­
ence between a f'peech which is read in 
extenso and one \vhich is mcrclv based on 
what is called 'copious notes.' 'rhe Speaker 
floec not generally intervene unless he is 
asked for a. ruling 1Jy a member. The 
enforcement of the rule depends principally 
on the feeling- of the House, and I think 
that in practice the following exceptions 
arc generally recognise<}:-

(1) Ministerial statements in opening 
the beconr1 reading- of an impOTtant or 
hii(hly technical Bill, or when a. state­
ment is particularly important as in the 
case of a statement on foreign affairs, 
arc fTequently read without objection 
being raised. 

(2) The House is generally indulgent 
to a private member who is moving a 
motion or opening a debate and the 
Speaker, if appealed to, generally puts 
the matter aside by wying- that the 
member has evidently provided himself 
with very full notes. As it happens the 
Speaker has this morning- made such a 
reply in connection with the speech of 
a member who was moving the second 
reading of a private member's Bill . 
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' 'On the other hand, the House is likely 
to he impatient with members who read 
prepared speeches when they should be deal­
ing with the arguments of preYions speakers 
as this is contrary 1-o the whole purpose 
and meaning of debate. 

''Perhaps I may summarise the result 
of what I haye written above by saying 
that the rnle, as lairl rlmvn in May, is 
applied in the spirit rather than in the 
letter, that exceptions are allowed >vhen 
they are not inconsistent with real debate 
and that perhaps in the present ceutmy 
the rule has been applied progressively 
with slightly greater latitude. 

''Let me adrl in conclusion that Sir 
Horaee Dawkins resigned last summer, and 
that I am replying to your letter as his 
successor. I hope my reply may give you 
the information you want and that vou will 
not hesitate to ·consult me on nny futme 
occasion. 

"Yours sincerely, 
"(Sgd.) G. F. ).f. CAMPIO)[, 

''Clerk of the House of Commons.'' 

That letter bore out the validity of the con­
tention I made at the time that a Minister 
in introducing a Bill that was highly tech­
nical in character and one involving con­
tractual obligations on the part of the Crown 
was entitled to read his speech. The same 
applies to a statement of policy and also 
to a Ministerial statement on foreign affairs. 

I am in entire agreement with the views 
expressed by Sir Gilbert Campion. They 
are only common sense, and they are based on 
what may be described as a sense of the 
fitness of things. No hon. member should be 
allowed to read a speech that is not his own, 
and care must be taken to see that that habit 
does 110t grow. At the same time, an 
important statement involving far-reaching 
considerations cannot be trusted to what is 
called an extempore speech. As Sir Gilbert 
Campion points out, wide latitude is 
allowed, but in the case that gave rise to 
the letter to him for an expression of opinion 
no hon. member raised a question of order, 
which in itself was an indication that Parlia­
ment has a general understanding of the 
fitness and relative importance of things. 

In that case a Bill of far-reaching import­
ance was before Parliament. The Minister 
introducing it had to be fair to the public 
and the company inYolved and at the same 
time hear in mind that the interests of the 
public must at all times be paramount. I, 
therefore, recited in the written document 
quoted all that was involved and the basis 
on which future contracts wore to be made. 
The advantage of that course has been amply 
demonstrated since then, because in negotia­
tions with the electric authorities that second­
reading speech is taken as the proper inter­
pretation of what the law means. Is there 
anyone in this Committee, no matter how 
qualified a speaker he may be, who will con­
tend that such an interpretation of the law 
could be given unless it was carefully pre­
pared and written out beforehand~ 

On such occasions as those I have described 
the reading of speeches is eminently justified, 
and Sir Gilbert Campion pointed that out in 
his letter. I, too, have a letter from Sir 
Gilbert Campion stating that the contentions 
I put forwnrd at that time were fully justified 
and in nceord with parliamentary practice. 

\Vhen dealing with a public matter of this 
kind we have to consider the opposite possi­
bility-that there is the danger that speeches 
will be ill-prepared, ill-considered, and ill­
thought out. I can remember some very 
eminent men >Yho were members of this 
Parliament. They road history, they studied 
economics and psychology, they knew their 
Gibbon, and they carefully prepared thei1· 
speeches. It used to be the practice in those 
days for men making second-reading speeches 
to quote eminent authorities on the subject 
with which they were dealing. To a very 
large extent that has been discontinued in 
rPcent years. That is to be regretted because 
if hon. members read up authorities on the 
subject and quoted them in the course of their 
speeches it would bo an indication that they 
did their own thinking inasmuch as they had 
sought recognised authorities to support the 
conclusions or decisions they had arrived at. 

Therefore, it is a matter very largely not 
only of praetico, but of the expression by 
hon. members of their views in the way that 
suits them best. There is only one case in 
the 26 years that I have been in Parliament 
in which I have known an hon. member to read 
material that was not his own. On one occa­
sion, an hon. memlJer criticised the Budget. 
Tie; was making a very good job of it, but 
I have a very good memory-I can memorise 
a groat deal of what I have read, particu­
larly if it is matter that is well written or 
a ease well staterl-and' while this hon. mem­
ber was speaking there was something very 
familiar to me in what l1e was saying, and 
during the luncheon adjournment I went to 
:Thfr. Mnrray, who was then librarian-a: very 
fine character and a great help to young hon. 
members particularly; I owe a debt of grati­
tude to him for his manv kindnesses and the 
wny he helped me as a young hou. member 
of this House-and I asked him if he had a 
copy of the "Round Table." Ho said, "No, 
so and so has it out,'' mentioning the hon. 
member who was speaking. I then sent down 
and bought. a copy of the "Round' Table" 
and when T rose to reply I was able to start 
off at the line where the hon. member to 
whom 1 refer l1ad stopped and finish the 
quotation. The hon. memhor harl eYidentlv 
committed it to memory or he ha'd it in hi's 
papers in front of him and was so good at 
reading out anything that to nil intents nn<1 
purposes it looked as if he were !"IY111o 
extempore expression to his own ideas.'' Th~ 
point I mnke is thnt his f'Rso would not 
have suffered if he hnd said' to the House, 
'' i\fr. Chnirman, I a'm quoting from the 
'Round Table' of a given date, and the reply 
by so and so and so and so.'' If he had 
done so his contribution to the debate "WOuld 
haye in no way deteriorated in quality. 

An Opposition Member: It would have 
been moro honest. 
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The PREMIER: It would. I like to see 
hon. members pTeparing their speeches even 
if the notes they make are very copious. It 
is an indica'tion of industry and application, 
and proof that the man has taken trouble 
IYiih his material; and the House is advan­
taged thereby. 

I do not think any hard and fast rule can 
be lai cl down. I p6rsonally prefer to speak 
with a few notes written on paper about thP 
size of an onlinary em·elope unless I ha've 
occasion to qnote figures, and then naturally 
I have them propel'ly prepared. Bnt m·cry­
one is not the same. I can remember read­
ing somewhere that the Prime Minister of 
Great Britain memorises his speeches. He 
wri1cs them out in his own -handwriting. 
Probably he does not do so now, because he 
is too busy, but in his early days he used 
to write out his speeches and in writing them 
out he committed them to memory. There is 
record of an historic occasion when he was 
introducing a Bill as Presirlent of the Board 
of Trade and paused for a word, so th~t 
o: break in the continuity of his thought 
took plar'e and he could not continue. He 
[lskecl leave of the House to discontinue his 
speech nnd rcwmc it at a JntCT hour of the 
sitting. Hon. members trier1 to help him b;' 
suggesting the word, hnt the words they sug­
gested 1wro not the 'Yorcl he wanted and he 
·,\·as not a hle to continue. 

The subje"t the i;on. member has raised is 
all very interesting·. I am interested in the 
diffGrcnt methorls that rliffcrent people arlopt. 
but the thing I wish to empha'cise is thb: I 
rlo not judge any m·:n 's contribution to a 
dehate by the manner in which he speaks. 
Naturally, we all like a man to have a 
pleasant personality rmd a pleasant Yoice, to 
marshal his arguments well anrl state them 
well, but the thing that counts is the man's 
own thought, the thought born and fashioned 
in Hs own mind, hammered out on the anvil 
of his own intellect. A man's own thoughts 
are infinitely more precious than those of 
Ul1J othe1· man on the same subject. 

Honom·nble Jlfembers: Hear, hear! 

Tlle PREMIER: That is the view I take, 
and I think that if it was left to the good 
sense of Parliament IYC shoulr1 recognise that 
men have r1iffcrent methods of preprtration. 
Tf · ·c nTe sntisfierl thftt the man is inter­
preting only his own Yiews on any subject 
before the H on se T should not have anv 
o bjcrtion to his rcarling his speech. · 

~Ir. JUaher: We do not want to develop 
into 1'< tding · it·cle, insteDcl of a debating 
Ass cm bly. 

The PREJUIER: There is that point, and 
that n.s emphasi'wr1 in the letter I quoted, 
but I think lhut the g·ood sense of Pm·lia­
mcnt, "·hich lies deen in the minrls of most 
hon. members, is sufficient to enforce it without 
any han1 and fast rule. Men vary so widely 
and their methods, too, that it is verY hard 
to r1raft a Stanr1ing Order that woi1ld do 
·jw .. ticc to n 11 eoncerner1. From my own 
~xrcri .. nee I know that men nre nen;ons at 
tln lwg·ininng. I also know that those who 
are nervous are the most effective-personal1y, 

I am nervous. (Laughter.) I reg:nrl as 
the most insufferable person in the world 
the chnirman 1vho starts to tell the audience 
IYhat the speaker is going to talk abont. 
( Laug·hter.) I prefer a chairman to speak 
for alJout three minutes and then let the 
speaker of the evening get on with his job. 
Jt l'Cntinds me of a Yery good story, which 
fJrohably all hon. members know, about the 
late T. P. 0 'Connor. The chairman of the 
t.tecting ,,·ns a member of the House of 
Lon1s. T. P. 0 'Connor "·as down to lecture 
on a giwn subject, and the ~hairmrm took 
about 40 minutu to introduce him. He then 
said, ''I now call on :Mr. 'f. P. 0 'Connor 
•o ,),·e you his address.'' •r. !'. 0 'Connor 
snir1, '' J\.fy noble earl, ladies, and gentlemen, 
1ny ar1dress is 10 Fleet street. Good-night.'' 

l\Ir. Maller: I do not blame him. 

The PREl\HER: Neither do I. But on 
the general question T think it eau he left 
to the Spcnker, the Chainmm of Committees, 
and the good sense of the House to see that 
Parliament remains a deliberative Assembly. 

.Mr. EDWARnS (Nanango) (2.29 p.m.): 
I lis~enetl Ycty attentiYely to i.hc bl ~eches 
made by the hon. member for \\'est ::'.~meton 
and th~ l'rcmicr on this subject, and was 
parc ieularly inteTe .ted in the question of the 
m•r,·ousncss of men in public life. Many 
public men endeaYOUT to cover np their 
Heryousncss and succeed so well that their 
list cncrs do HOT observe i hat they arc 
nen ous. I remember on one occasion a 
mc1 wl,o ha'l been a 'Minister of the 
Cro1-rn 1nany }'Cars, Yisiterl 111y district 
to open a show. \Yhen he , .. as collecting 
ini'oT,llatJon un(l n1akillg his notes, he said 
to me, ''I wish this was oyer. ' ' I said, 
''Why~'' He said, ''If you knew how 
nervous I am a bout getting up before these 
people and talking to them on a subject 
about which most of them know a great 
dertl more than 1 do.'' I v·c s astounded to 
think that a man who had been a :Minister 
of the Crown for many ycaTs, a man who 
had had to take prut in verbal bnttles in an 
Assembly much more important than the 
opening of a country show, should be so 
nervous. 

I have been very interested in the speeches 
we have just heard, because I realise that as 
memhers of the Legislative Assembly we 
should take great pride in preserving the 
traditions of Parliament-in my opinion it is 
a great honour to be a member of this 
Assemblv-bnt the fact is that Parliament 
has fallen into great discredit of recent years. 
\Yhether that is due to party politics, the 
methods by which the goyernment of a 
country is canied on, taxation, or any other 
causes, I do not lmow. I am unable to dis­
cover the reason for it, bnt I do say that we 
should fDl'get party politics and sec if we 
cannot remedy the position at least to some 
extent. It is my hon0st belief that four out 
Of eYery five men in the street WOUld tell US 

that it is time State Parliaments were 
abolished. Perhaps such people are 
uninterested, perhaps they are not following 
what is being done by State PaTliaments. It 
may be that they think all members of 
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Parh•amcnt come here merely to wrangle, and 
are not seriously desirous of carrying out the 
businees of the State, m1d that therefore the 
present high cost of goyerning the country is 
unnecessary. 

I feci sme that those of us on both sides 
of this Committee who have been here for 
'·;any years take great pride in Parliament. 
Those of us who look upon the matter 
c;crionsly must realise that we have a great 
responsibility, and enjoy a great honour in 
1·epresenting this wonderful country and 
governing it to the best of om ability. We 
at·e members of an institution that makes the 
laws upon which the welfare of the country 
and its people depend. W c owe an obligation 
to our country and our people to giYe serious 
attention to the way in which the country is 
governed. 

I believe that what I say about Pm·lia­
ment 's being in discredit is correct. Of 
eourse, I cannot be sure that those people 
who tell us that State Parliaments should be 
abolished would be of the same opinion if 
·:hey were asked to consider the matter 
seriously an cl give a dcfini to opinion, hut 
w!ta t I lm ye wggested I ha Ye found to he 
the general opinion of the ]Jeople outside 
J>arliamen t. 

Jir. Bran1l: I think a good deal is due 
to the Preos reports of what takes place in 
Parlian1ent. 

I\Ir. }~])WARDS: There is a good deal in 
that. I do not think that the metropolitan 
Press in p:uticular reports the debates of 
Parliament in a way that is iu the interests 
of the people as a ·whole. Of ~ourse, that is 
the bnsincss of the Press, but it is certainly 
not in the interests of this wonderful country. 
I belicYc that if a referendum was taken 
three out of every four people would vote for 
the alJOlition of St~tc PaTliaments, and I 
:·egret that it should be so. If there is 
something wrong with the attitude of people 
to members of Parliament, it is about time 
the position was re' tificr1. I ha ye heard it 
said, "It does not matter what 11arty you 
put in, they are all the same. They never 
do what they should do in the interests of 
the State.'' Now, that is a very bad feeling 
to have abrom1, anc1 it is our duty to prevent 
that sort of thing from going on. Let us 
try to make the people realise that they are 
Queenslanders, and they have a great respon­
sibility upon their shoulders. 

vVe members of Parliament have our 
responsibilities to the State; in fact, there is 
a responsibility on every individual in the 
community, whether in Queensland or any 
other part of Australia. There is a great 
responsibili!y on the d1oulders of public men. 
It would be a good thing if we could find out 
what has caused the present feeling, because 
then we might evolve some method whereby 
it could be removed from the minds of the 
people. If that was clone >ve might be able 
to renew the respect that is clue to Parliament. 

lUr. POVI'I-:R (Baroona) (2.39 p.m.) : In 
adding my contribution to the vote before 
the Committee, I wish to say that members 
of Parliament are elected by the decision of 

the majority of the people in their elec­
torates to govern in the interests of the nation 
as a whole. PaTliament is responsible for 
the making of good laws, for the development 
of the State, and attending to matters of 
national importance. Unfortunately, there 
are many people in Queensland and in 
Australia who are prone to criticise members 
of Parliament without a lmowlcc1ge of the 
work they are doing. I have recently been 
subjected to criticism by a scurrilous rag of 
a paper and I am taking this opportunity of 
replying to it. 

The editor of this paper is a person by 
the name of Ranger who has serveCI. two terms 
of imprisonment in His Majesty's gaol at 
Boggo Road for false pretences. Another 
man connected with that paper is a well­
known abortionist, Dr. Ross, who is a half­
bred .Japanese and is commonly known as 
.Jappy Ross. I have been attacked by the 
paper in question because I have been render­
ing some service in connection with the war 
effort. I make no apologies to anybody for 
h~ving clone that. From a financial point of 
new I ha,-c been worse off. I haYe not stated 
that I have giwu my money to charity. 
A person who does anything fOT charity 
does not bl"Oadcc1St what he has done. 
I am taking this opportunity of replying to 
these people so that the 11eople of Queensland 
will know exactlv who the tv:o individuals 
are. I repeat that Ranger has served two 
tenns of imnrisonment and that Ross is a 
\Yell-known abortionist. I make that state­
ment in tbis Committee to-dav so that the 
people who haYc read the criticism of me for 
what I ha,·e done will know exactlv the calibre 
of those >Yho criticise me. The p"aper I refer 
to is '' 'rhe ClaTion. '' 

I ,~·nnt to state further that inquiries con­
ecrnilli'; me are being made, particularly as 
to \l·hat I am doin:; at the present time. I 
can assure those who are inquiring that if 
they \Yant information about me, I am quite 
>Yilling to giw it to them. I joined the army 
for the pmpose of doing \Yhat I could in the 
mn effort. I was told when I joined that 
I should be able to get leave if I wanted time 
!o go to Parliament to attend to any 
rmportant matter. Only the other day leave 
was refused me and I was told that the only 
\vay to get it was by applying for my dis­
charge and re-enlisting after I had completed 
my business. I refrained from coming to 
the House and making a speech here during 
the time I was connected with the army. 
I have receh·ed a clean and honourable dis­
charge and perhaps will go back later. I 
want the public of Queensland to know where 
I stand in connection with this matter. 

Our form of government in Australia, and 
throughout the British Commonwealth of 
Nations, is the democratic form. Under it 
representatives arc elected to control Parlia­
ment at the behest of the majority of the 
people. Th:se representatives haYe, in tnrn, 
been eulogised and attacked by outside 
influences. I myself have been attacked, 
and I h;n·e in my possession many docu­
meuts-I cannot read them in this Assembly 
-sh'JYfillg that other hon. members have been 
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attacked by persons who have not IJeen able 
to obtain a seat in this Assembly. Those 
pam:phlets have been circulated by the Com­
munist and other parties, who are anti­
British and anti-Australian. In fact, they a're 
opposed to our people's giving of their best 
in this war. To-day, we are engaged in a 
fight for democracy to enable the people of 
this great Comm<mwealth of Nations to elect, 
by popular vote, their representatives to a 
deliberative Assembly. I am quite sure that 
Britain will emerge successfully from this 
war and that our present democratic system 
of government will continue to flourish. 

lUr. DUNSTAN (Gympie) (2.36 p.m.): 
The Premier very correctly stated the prac­
tice in the British Parliament in relation to 
the reading of speeches. He also set out 
the occasions when the reading of speeches 
or statements was fully justified, either by 
tlw leader of the House or :Ministers when 
introducing technical and intricate measures 
and on declarations of policy. May I, as one 
of those long-enduring and long-suffering 
persons who, as Speakers or 'femporary 
Chainnen of Committees, are called upon to 
listen carefully to debates, express my hope 
that this question that has been raised was 
not engendered by party animns against any 
hon. member of this Assembly? 

Mr. lUaher: Hear, hear! Nor at all. 

Mr. DUNSTAN: After all, the Premier 
has disclosed, by reading the letter of Sir 
Gilbert Campion, Clerk of the British House 
of Commons, that that House is usually 
indulgent to new members. That is because 
many of those members. may be nervous before 
an august assembly such as this and, there­
fore, desire to be careful in their utterances 
lest they be criticised. 

There are many instances in which we 
should not be too rigid in tho enforcement of 
the Standing Orders or usages in this 
Assembly. I do not know whether hon. 
members know that in the British House of 
Commons, on whose practices and rules we 
have fashioned our own, there is a rule that 
books, papers, and periodicals shall not be 
read in the House by members during a 
debate~ We know, too, that many of our 
British sta tesmcn prepare their speeches very 
carefully and then memorise them, because 
of their importance. \'Vho, for instance, 
could extemporise such a sentence, or phrase, 
uttered by a British statesman in regard to 
the war then in progress wherein he said-

" The angel of death is a broad in the 
land; you can almost hear the beating of 
his wings.'' 

The rule discountenancing the reading of 
speeches is a usage of the British Parlia­
ment; but frequently, in otheT parts of tho 
world, particularly in tho United States, it 
is a common practice to read speeches in 
debates. I think, particularly, of that 
speech of the late Abraham Lincoln, at the 
Gettysburg celebration in 1863, when he 
said-

'' It is rather for us to be here dedicated 
to the great task remaining before us 

... that this nation, under God, shall 
have a new birth of freedom; and that 
govemment of the poop le by the peep le for 
the people shall not perish frcm tl;.-, 
earth.'' 

~o-one can imagine that such a passage was 
framed or spok~n extemporaneous!;·. It is 
one of the most profound and beautifully­
phrased declarations on political and national 
policy ever made. 

During my 20 years in Parliament I han: 
heard the prayers read before the sitting 
of the House session after session, and I 
have never heard the Speaker sav that prayer 
extemporaneously. 

So there are occasions when speeches can 
be read. As the Premier has said, a great 
speech prepared by a member from his own 
thoughts and by his own industry is often 
of great value. On the other hand, an 
ungrammatical speech that is full of sin­
c(']"ity, force, and thought can still be a great 
Nj)CCd!. 

Early in my care er I was taught tho value 
of the ability to think upon ono's own feet. 
~fany years ago, before I was in Parliament 
-while I was editor of a paper-two Labom 
members nrranged to hold a joint meeting 
at. Glastonbury, the boundary line of the 
Wi!le Bay and Cooroora electorate,. They 
asked me to accompany them. 'rhe t>YO 
candidates made very good speeches indeed, 
and then tlwre wns a cnll for Tom Dunstan 
to say a few \Yortls. 1 had never spoken in 
publie before. J. can tell you it 1ms with 
great trepidation I rose upon m~' feet. I 
said, ''Ladies and gentlemen, I think it is 
more appropriate for me to address the people 
of Glastonbmv th::m either of the two cancli­
rlatcs. '' I c~uld see that they thought to 
tiH•mselves, ''By jove, he fancies himself.'' 
I said, ''The reason for that is this: Glaston­
bnrY was a very old place name in British 
history, and the people of our Glastonbury 
should be proud to be associated with such 
an old name in the annals of British his­
tory. Secondly, there was a great reformer 
of those old days in the person of Saint 
Dnnstan, who, in the year 943, became th<' 
abbot of Glastonbury. He was .'\ noted 
reformer of his time, and serve(] under 
several kings.'' I was proceeding to Bay 
that I was very proud to be a descendant of 
thnt noted reformer in his time when I 
suddenly remembered that Sa'int Dunstan 
\YDS n bnchelor. (Laughter.) I assure hon. 
members it took some agile mental steps to 
get ont of that. 

I think that the Premier and the Chairman 
of Committees, the Speaker, or whoever 
may be in control of the House, exercise 
very good judgment in regard to speakers 
and the method of making their speeches. 
The difficulty very often is to tell where 
the reference to copious notes ends and the 
deliberate reading of a speech begins. After 
all, we can say that in this Assembly the 
man who is in earnest, who is trying to 
express something that is the result of 
thought, can ah:a.vs be justified even if to 
a larg;e extent he depends on prepared notes. 
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ill lc.~ar;l to the debates in Parliament 
c·Herrtii-'· l ,,·oulrl say-and I say it \Yith 

ail ;;imcrity, eYcn though I am a pressman­
[]' there is any depredation abroad in the 
lllilll1s o£ th(• peo[ile generally about mem­
;,_,·s oi' Parliament, to a very large extent 
! ' is d LlC to the l'ress and their desire for 
1. 1wt the:-· cr1ll '' gooll copy.'' The tenr1 

(•Up)·'' clocs not necessarily mean copy 
yirtuc or· merit. You know as well as I 

::!Hnv that 1t1Cn and \YOlncn eau be Yery decent 
tll~'Jnbers of society, liv.ing Yirtuous lives, 
, ollowing high ideals, obeying the laws but 
'hey very seldom get a line in the Press. 

We often sec that things that are of no 
, ,ument, speeches that arc more uisorderly 
than anything else, offensive rcmnrks and 
belitting references by one member to another, 

headlines in the Press, whereas the thought­
speeches are ignored. It has occuTl'ed to 

me that >Yhat \VC ncerl in this Parliament is 
:m obse1Ter n'Hl a \niter. He mo.y be a 
member of Parliament or an officer of 
Pnrliament. but his work would be to \nite 

:J n imparti;ll Tcsume of what took place in 
'':n·linment-spccdws and parliamentary 
Gills-and have it printed and circu­
iltterl throughout the countr-y. 'l'he public 
"':onld then know what hou. m•mbers were 
'loing, and what they said and how they con­
riucie(1 thelnseh-es in the \York th1_ v were 
doing for the State of Queenslaru1. • 

lUr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (2.55 p.m.): 
The ulm nntl logical conduct of this dellat<e 
is an example of Parliament at its best. 1 
do nut say that in any spirit of lcY~ty, but 
with full rnemring. It is a pity that all om 
debatns ~ne not conducted in the rune u:tn~ncr 
and spirit. 

It mwt lle rcmembel·ed that >Ye ns a nation 
aTe fiohting for our liberty and om· llemo­
cratic institutions, anrl it will be admi: terl 
drat the greatest of these institntions is ouT 
Parliament. Hon. mcmbeTs in the tOlU:,c of 
this r1ebate have snir1 that Parlinment is not 
held in the high esteem that is ''·s thw, :m:1 
that gives rise to wonder a~ to IYhy" this 
should be. After all, it is a particularly 
Herious matter, and one that should not be 
lightly dismissed. vVe haYo to examine and 
rectify, if \YC can, the feeling abroacl in the 
land, a feeling that is derogatory to Par­
liaments and pmliamcntarians. If we as par­
liamentarians are in any way Tesponsible for 
that opinion, it is our duty to endeavour to 
alter it if possible. 

There is no doubt that the time is coming 
when there will be a growth of ''isms'' in 
this land, which may be to the detriment of 
our p:, dimncntary institutions. If people 
have not the proper respect foT Parliament, 
there is a great danger that our Parliaments 
and parliamentary institutions may go under. 
In view of these cir-cumstances, there is an 
obligation on us all to tr.ke all the steps we 
can to ensure that Parliament meets \Yith the 
respect tlmt is its due. 1\Iany ye:us ago 
parliamentarians were respected, and now, 
when we hear some of the things said of 
them, one wonders whether they are not sus­
pect. TheTe is no Teason for that. I firmly 

believe tlmt el·cr'v iwn member of this and 
similar Assembli~s in this great country of 
ours realises the responsibilities he has under­
taken as the representative of the people, but 
we must nccept some of the responsibility for 
some of the things that h~,ppcn and lead to 
certain Tema1·ks about us. A responsibility 
deYolYCs on us to set an example that will 
create a bdt€1' opinion of ourselves and 
]Jarliamcntary institutiorH gcneraJly. 

[ agree with the hon. member for Gympie 
that we need the co-operation of the Press. 
There is no doubt that the rcpOTts we read 
in the Press are not a true reflection of the 
work done in this Assembly. They publish 
too much of the froth and not enough of 
the kernel, they say too little of the solid 
work done here. There appears to be a 
practice with the Press to report everything 
that is sensational to the detriment of things 
of value. 

If there is an undignified scene in this 
Chamber, the Press, instead of rightly con­
demning the circumstances that gave rise 
to it, give unwal'Tanted publicity to it, and 
the people then gain the impression that that 
is all that Parliament does. If an Iron. mem­
ber refers to another hon. member as a liar, 
or speaks of him in similar terms of emlear­
ment, he '' nwkes the headlines,'' whil::t a 
111iH1 who offers a construLtive suggestion, one 
that will LTing benefit to the State, gets no 
mention at a 1!. I appeal to the Press for 
their co-opemtion in this respect. Let them 
gi,·e us less of the froth nnd more of the 
i·ral substanle of things that happen in PaT­
liamcnt. 

I should like to m:!l,c one or two suggestions 
in connection with the com1uct of this Assem­
bly. They h:He ho-:n made pTevionsly by 
the hon. me m her for '\Vest l\forctcn and the 
hon. membc1· for Port Curtis. nnc1 arc there­
foro not new. I think it wonld be advan­
tw,;oons if Parliament met more frequently 
thmr it does. I do not mean tllat we should 
meet for a long-er period, but that we should 
hm-e two 'ossions instead of one. If my 
memory sen-es me, I belicYC that \Vhcn dis­
cussing this vote lnst year the Premier tolrl 
the hon. member for \lfest Morcton that he 
would give the matter serious consideration 
and perhaps discuss it with him rluring the 
rece8s. I do not know whether he has given 
it any further thought. 

The Premier: I have not discussed it 
with him. 

Mr. NICKLIN: I mention the matter 
with a view to bringing it before the Pre­
mier's notice, in tire hope that he will con­
sider it further and perhaps take action along 
the lines suggested b;· tho hon. me m lJer for 
'\Vest Jl.foretou anr1 the hon. meml1or for Port 
Curtis. It is my firm belief that such a 
couTse would enhance the reputation of this 
Assembly. I suggest tln't \VC might divide our 
m·esent session into two. vV e could have a 
legislative session early in the ycrrr and a 
Bur1get session htcr. I think \\'C nre the only 
Parlimncnt in Amb·alia. that meets but once 
a year. Of course, I renlise that here \1-e 
have no Upper House to consideT, but the fact 
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that we are in recess for eight months of the 
year gives people who wish to speak of Par­
liament in derogatory terms an excellent 
weapon with which to attack us. 

Many people do not realise the amount of 
work that a member of Parliament has to do 
to carry out his duties as a representative of 
the people faithfully. A big-section of the 
community think that because we are not in 
session we are doing nothing, that we are 
drawing our salaries and giving no return to 
the State. I feel confident that if we met 
more frequently it would help to raise the 
stock of Parliament, which, I am sorry to sa.y, 
is at a low ebb in the opinion of a number 
of people. 

The Premier: I have not noticed that. 

l\'Ir. NICKLIN: I think the Premier must 
have heard comments about parliamentarians 
quite frequently. 

The Premier: I have heard commenls 
about your party, but I have not noticed any 
change in the public's attitm1e towards 
Parliament. 

Mr. NICKLIN: I think the Premier must 
have heard the comments to which I have 
TOfOTTed. I think he realises that what I 
am saying is correct. The criticism is not 
confined to any section of the House by any 
means. We all have to accept Tesponsibility. 
We all get the kicks and criticism. 

Another matter that I should like to men­
tion, and not in any spirit of criticism but 
with a view to helping the work of this 
Assembly, is the presentation of the annual 
Teports of the va'rious State departments. 
The reports of many of the important depart­
ments are not available to us even now, 
although we are well on the way with our 
consideration of the Estimates. 11\f e realise 
the difficulty of getting these TepoTts out, 
but I am wondering whether the suggestion 
offeTed by the Secretary foT Health and 
Home AffaiTs that the Tcports should be 
made at the end of every calendar year 
instead of at the end of e\·ery financial year, 
as at pTesent, would not mean that the reports 
of all departments would be readily avail­
able to Parliament when required. I know 
the difficulty that might be experienced but 
I think the Premier will appreciate the' fact 
that for the intelligent discussion of the 
Estimates it is necessary to have the depart­
mental reports. 

The Premier: If you made them for the 
calendar year, and you budgeted for the 
fina'ncial year, Parliamm1t would get out 
of focus. There is a Teal difficulty there. 

lUr. NICKLIN: Yes, I think it would be 
a difficulty--

The Premier: You would get over it 
better by having a financial session. 

}lr. NICifLIN: Yes. I am sure the 
Premier will agree that intelligent debating 
of the Estimates is handicapped by the 
absence of the annual reports. 

I might also mention that occasionally 
Ministers of the Crown are not helpful to 

hon. mem·bers in that they tend to give 
evasive answeTS to questions. Some ques­
tions are evasively answered for no real 
reason whatever. Questions are asked for 
the purpose of obtaining infoTmation, and 
have no political spleen behind them. I 
thinl<, summing up, that if there was a more 
prompt tabling of annual reports and an 
adjustment of the sessions, and if MinisteTs 
\Vould refrain from thinking that every ques­
tion asked has a political sting, we should 
anive at a more helpful method for the 
\vorking of--

The Premier: A great deal depends, of 
course, on how questions are framed. 

Mr. NICKLIN: I agree. If those sug­
gestions \Vcre adopted we should be able to, 
as the opening pTaycr says, settle the bmi­
ness of this House on the best and surest 
foundations. 

I feel that the debate has been of value; 
it has, at any rate, been an interesting one. 
I hope the suggestions made by various 
spenkcrs will be heeded, as they wore n!'ade 
with a view of uplifting the prestige of 
Parliament. 

}lr. TAYLOR (Enoggera) (3.15 p.m.): I 
feel that I \nmt to contribute a few words 
to this debate. I was surprised at the very 
moderate tone adopted in the sugg·estion 
that Parliament should evolve into a mother's 
meeting at which everything but the children 
would be diseusscd. I do not think you 
would bring out the best of debate on any 
Bill or subject under those conditions. I 
maintain this Par1imncnt is as well con­
cluded as anv Parliament in Australia. I 
wonder what· would 1tappen in the British 
House of Commons in a debate on a speech 
deliYcred by the Right Honourable \Yinston 
Churchill in connection with the war, if it 
\Yas conducted on the basis advocated by 
hon. members this afternoon. I believe that 
Parliament has lost prestige in the minds 
of the people, not because of the manner 
in which debates are conducted. but because 
Parliam'ents do not control the l:lws they 
make in the manner they should. As a 
matter of fact, one of the. main reasons why 
Parliament does not enjoy the same prestige 
as it di<1 a few years ago is that in abnormal 
times Parliaments make laws, aml afteT the 
abnonnal period has passed, make no effort 
to repeal them. Those lnws become, in 
effect, laws for normal conditions, when they 
should not be there at all. I Tefor to the 
\Var Precnntions Act that was passed during 
the last war, and still remains on the statute­
book of the Commonwealth. '£he same thing 
\Yill happen to the National Security Act, 
whirh was placed on the statute-book in recent 
times by the Commonwealth PaTliament. 
'l'hcre is also the Public Safety Act that has 
been placed--

The TElUPORARY CHAIRlUAN: 0Tder! 
That matter has already been the subject of 
a motion, and has been fully dealt with. 

l\'Ir. TAYLOR: I am dealing with legis­
lation passed by Parliament. 
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The TElliPORARY CHAIRI\IAN: Order! 
The hon. member cannot reopen the t1iscus­
sion on the Public Safety Act. 

lUr. TAYLOR: Those Bills have been 
made law. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRIIIAN: Order! 

Mr. TAYLOR: The regulations promul­
gated under them are only tabled in Parlia­
ment once in every 12 months. There is a 
tendency for hon. members to forget that 
these things require to be reviewed from 
time to time. If that >vere done by P:1Tlia­
ment, the people would not lose confidence 
in Parliaments as they have done. 

The people won freedom under the Bill of 
Rights and it is np to Parliament to see 
that they get that freedom and, if the 
necessity for abnormal legislation arises, as 
in war-time, Parliament should see to it when 
the emergency ceases to exist that legisla­
tion is repealed. Then the rights and free­
dom of the people would be restored in full, 
particularly as >Ye understand them under the 
Constitution. 

There is another factor that brings indi­
vidual members of Parliament into disrepute 
-that is, that to-day members of Parliament 
are looked upon by a large section of the 
community as glorified labour agents. The 
representatives of the people enter this 
Assembly not to act as labour agents but as 
legislators and statesmen. Parliament, in its 
wisdom and at its leisure, may evolve some 
form of legislation to protect a member of 
Parliament an cl enable him to say, ''If you 
want a job in the Government service you 
have to go to one of the recognised labour 
exchanges or some other recognised source 
of employment.'' That would help to raise 
the prestige of Parliament. I, as well as 
others, have been forced into the position at 
various times of approaching members of the 
Cabinet to try to get jobs for men. That is 
a fact generally recognised, whether the 
Government are 'fory or Labour. 

Another question we might consider is 
whether the Government should not publish 
their own paper. I know that this suggestion 
will not be hailed by hon. members with any 
degree of unanimity. Many complaints have 
been made about the wav in which the Press 
handles parliamentary r~ports. That is clue 
to the fact that the Press has no competi­
tion. In the metropolitan area we have a 
morning daily and an m-ening daily. These 
journals have an absolute monopoly of the 
news to be got within the State or within the 
metropolitan m·ea, as the case may be. They 
give the reading public whatever space they 
choose to allot to news items, while the 
reports themselves are written according to 
the policy of the newspaper and the ideology 
of the editor or reporter handling the news 
matter. It may be said that Parliament 
could hnve its own newspaper and do some 
very valuable wOTk ·with it. It would be 
costly, but, doubtless, the cost would be more 
than offset in the value of the news given 
to the people, particularly with regard to the 
legislation Parliament considers. We must 

also recognise the fact that while hon. mem­
bers play an important part in moulding 
public opinion, that public opinion is invari­
ably moulded in accordance with the policy 
of the newspaper. Parliament should set up 
its own newspaper with the object, not so 
much of moulding public opinion, as of giving 
the people a full, true, and conect report, 
as '' Hansard'' does of debates, on legisla­
tion introduced in this Assembly. ''I-I an· 
sarcl" is a costly undertaking, and the people 
cannot afford to buy it as they would the 
broadsheet. If we take into consideration 
some of these suggestions we may be able 
to get out of the difficulties Parliaments are 
found in to-day. 

We should also consider the question of 
dealing more directly with legislative enact­
ments. I say that without any fear of doing 
any injury to the Government, or to any 
n!'ember of Parliament. I feel we should get 
more direct contact with the legislation that 
is passed and with its administration by the 
Goyernment of the clay. We should at least 
have information placed before members of 
Parliament before it appears in the public 
Press. Very often a member of Parliament 
goes down ·the street, not having seen the 
morning paper, or afternoon paper, as the 
case may be, and he is spoken to by someone 
who has seen it who says to him, '' Wha't is 
so an<1 so that was decided by the Executive 
Counril?'' If you know nothing about it 
vou cannot discuss it. I contend that mem­
bers of Parliament are at least entitled to 
firsthand information about any enactment 
that may be given effect to by the Cabinet 
as the Executive Council, instead of getting 
that information through the Press. 

'l'he parliamentary system that has grown 
up over the centuries in the British Common­
wealth of Nations is the Cabinet form of 
govemment, in which 80 per cent. of the 
actions of the GoYcrnment are precedent, and 
only 20 per cent. deal with actual necessity. 
That is a recognised formula that can be 
applied to the parliamentary system' of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. Although 
we have to have Cabinet government during 
the time Parliament is not in session, it should 
be nt all times recognised that members of 
Parliament should get information before the 
Press, so as we can discuss it with members 
of the public after they have seen it in the 
Press. I do not think any hon. member would 
Yiolate his pledge and divulge anything to 
the Press bcfOl'e the authoritatiYc statement 
was issued to the Press. I know that mem­
bers of the caucus on both sides of the 
House know perfectly well that things have 
leaked out-even from Cabinet meetings­
consequently ;ye should all be placed on the 
same plane, evcrv man should be put on his 
honour and mn<1e to respect the infonnation 
he gets. I feel that members of Parliament 
should .aet their infonnation firsthand and 
not ha;e to rely on the garbled report 
that may appear in the Press. 

The TEThiPORARY CHAIRUAN: Order! 
During the course of the hon. member's 
remarks I had occasion to call him to order 
for mentioning the Public Safety Act of 1940. 
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On consulting the Standing Orders I find that 
Standing· Order 120 statcs-

'' A member shall not digress from the 
subject matter under discussion, or com­
ment upon expressions used by another 
member in a prc1·ions debate of the same 
session; and all imputations of improper 
motiYes, and all personal ret1ections, shall 
be deemed highly disorderly.'' 

On consulting the journals of the Legisla­
tive Assembly I find that the Leader of the 
Opposition, Mr. Nieklin, moved the following 
amendment to thc motion moved by the hon. 
member for Gregory:- · 

'' v;-e wish to inform Your Excellency, 
however, that in the opinion of this Rouse 
it is essential to safeguard democratic 
prineiples of goyernment in this State by 
the following amendments to the Public 
Safety Act of 1940.'' 

He then went on to state the amendments he 
suggested. The debate on that amendment 
being· now concluded I do not intend to allow 
any hon. member to discuss the Public Safety 
Act. 

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) (3.22 p.m.): I wish 
to congratulate the 'rreasurer on showing a 
reduction in the amount of this vote. It is 
money well expended. Om democratic institu­
tions are worth preserving and fighting for. 
I do not know of any other occasion when 
the public are so excited as they are at elec­
tion time, but after the votes are counted the 
public are perfectly satisfied. I think that is 
as it should be. Our method of electing 
Parliament is an excellent example of what 
can be done by the free exercise of the fran­
chic,e. I do not say the curds are not stacked 
up to a point at certain periods, but the fact 
remains the people are satisfied when the 
election is o..-er. Although there is a good 
deal of excitement at election time evm;ything 
works out all right. 

Talking about the bringing of Parliament 
into disrepute, I think that rests with hon. 
memuel's themselves. vYhon any hon. member 
of the House tries to belittle another hon. 
m cm b2r he is belittling himself. 

Naturally, the public take notice of what 
happens heTe. I take it that e..-erv hon. 
member who eomes into this Chan-i'ber is 
actuated by the motive of doing some good 
for his conntry. He endcaYours to do the 
best he can, and any matter he brings for­
ward is not for his own good but in the best 
interests of the people. But in the debate 
on the Financial Statement, for instance, a 
number of hon. members discussed matters 
altogether foreign to the Budget. I know that 
the Standing Orders allow a very great lati­
tude, and hon. members may discuss almost 
anything, but the bringing up of certain 
matters in this debate was merely done for 
propaganda. They did not come at all within 
the scope of the debate. :Many of the speeches 
belittled the Federal Parliament, and the 
public, reading the remarks of hon. 
members--

The Premier: You are not entitled to 
another ''go'' on the Budget in this debate. 

JUr. NniMO: I am pointing out that hou. 
members could improve the tone of debates 
by keeping to the subject-matter befol'e tlw 
Chamber. \\' e arc now <1iscussing ho"· wP 

eau best improve Parliament. 

'fhe TE~IPORARY CHAIR::'IIAN: Order! 
'rhe hon. gentleman is not entitled to another 
discussion on the Budget on this Yote. He 
may discuss the Legislative Assembly. 

lUr. NHIMO: We can endeavour to 
impro\·e the tone of Parliament by endea­
vouring to be moTe considerate of each other. 

The Leader of the Opposition raised the 
matter of a longer session of Parliament. The 
public are discussing that. They say that 
the present Government rush business through 
the House to get into recess as quickly as 
possible. They haYe the feeling that their 
elected representatives are not allowed to 
discuss in this Padiament matters that should 
be discussed. On this occasion the E•stimates 
will probably be out of the way before we 
get the reports of the Auditor-General or of 
the departments. Up to the present, we have 
had the report of the Agent-General and only 
one or hYo other minor reports dealing with 
sinking funds. Very few of the reports have 
come to hand. \Vhen hon. members ask 
questions of :\[inisi.ers, >vha t do we find f Only 
this moming the Secretary for Public Lands 
gave a reply to a question that I consider 
to be very wrong. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: But 
none the less true. 

~Ir. NIJIIliiO: The hon. member for 
Cooroom asked the Secretary for Publi~ 
Lands what was the expenditure, 1940-41, on 
reforestation under certain headings, \Vhich 
he gave. The I\finister replied that the infor­
mation will be obtained when the annual 
report is tabled in Parliament. Probably 
the House will be up before that report eome.; 
to hand. 

The Premier: You di.d not give his full 
reply. He added the worrl ''shortly.'' 

lUr. NIJUJIO: To all intents and purposes 
that was the reply he gave, that it would be 
obtained in the annual report. 

Tile Premier: "Which will be presented 
to Parliament shortly.'' 

~Ir. Nl.UJUO: The hon. member for 
Sandgate asked the Secretary for Labour and 
Industry to give information as to the num­
ber of persons in receipt of ration relief at 
30 June last, and the total number of males 
registered as unemployed at all labour 
exchanges at the same elate. That is a 
reasonable question for an hon. member to 
ask of a Minister, and he should get a 
straightforward reply. The only reply he 
got was, ''All the information is readil;v­
available at the DcpaTtment of Labour and 
Indus try.'' 

The PRE~HER: I rise to a point of 
order. We are now dealing with a specific 
vote under the heading of '' Legislatiye 
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Assembly,'' and if, under this vote, we debate 
the replies of the different Ministers to ques­
tions, it can be done over again when the 
Estimates in Chief of the different Ministers 
are' being considered. 

The point I am making is that this vote 
comes under the control of the Chief Secretary 
and any discussion relating to questions asked 
of the Chief Secretary would be relevant, but 
those asked of other 11inistel'S would not. In 
other words, the matter of questions and 
information sought by hon. members should 
be raised when each Minister's vote is under 
review. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
As the hon. member for Oxley was discussing 
matters outside the scope of the vote, in 
referring to Ministers' replies to questions 
generally, he wns not in order. I ask the 
hon. gentleman to confine his remarks to the 
mattei· before the Committee. 

~Ir. NIMlU:O: The point I am making is 
that Ministers must treat members of 
Parliament with every courtesy and give them 
the informntion they require if they desire to 
give the country the confidence it should have 
in us. Whilst discussing this vote, I should 
like to pay tribute to the reporting staff of 
this Assembly. To my way of thinking, that 
staff is deserving of every credit and every 
praise. 

'rhe hon. member for Enoggera suggested 
that the Government might issue a paper of 
their own. I hope that no notice is taken of 
that suggestion. 

JUr. Taylor: I said that Parliament 
might. 

Mr. NIMJUO: You said the Government. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR.I\IAN: Order! 
I a'sk the hon. gentleman to address his 
remarks to the Chair. 

Mr. NIMMO: The hon. member for 
E11oggera: suggested that a paper should be 
i,;sued either by the Government or Parlia­
ment, but I hope the Premier will not allow 
that because it would lead to th8 establish­
ment of another State enterprise. \Ve already 
have '' Hansard,'' and I know of only one 
occasion on which any issue of '' Hansard '' 
lw's had to be reprinted. As a general rule 
there are enough copies of '' Hansard'' to 
meet the requirements of all who wish to 
obtain them. It would be a mistake for the 
Government to publish a report of proceed­
ings of this Parliament in a sep:uate paper 
to be issued by the Government. 

I should like to make favourable mention 
of thr wonderful training that our reporting 
staff has from the beginning of their career 
right through. I have been in Parlia'ment for 
some time now, and I have noticed how 
rema'rkably well these men have come along, 
nnd the progress they have made. I feel 
sure that the reporting stair ha've an irksome 
duty to perform. At times they have to be 
extremely resourceful, and possibly the train­
inrr that thev have receiwd in this branch of 
th~ service fits them for that emergency. 

I should like to take advantage of this 
opportunity to say how sorry ·we a'll were to 
h6ar that a brilliant young member of the 
reporting staff who enlisted in the R..A.A.F. 
-:E'red Grant-lost his life in England while 
doing his part for his country, even though 
it was in an air accident. I had the highest 
of admiration for that young man. He was 
:i wonderful young fellow, and I feel sure 
that all hon. members of this Assembly deeply 
r~gret his untimely end. 

I should like to pay tribute also to another 
member of our reporting staff, who is fight­
ing his country's battles overseas in the Air 
Force, Eric Lloyd. 

If all the departments covered by the 
Estimates were carried out as economically as 
that under review, no fault could be found 
with them. 'I' his sma1l expense of £31,000 
provides one of the best safety-valves that 
Queensland has, and if hon. members will only 
endeaYour to elevate the tone of proceedings 
in this Parliament we shall certainly regain 
the good will of the people of Queensland. 

I was indeed surprised to notice the read­
ing of speeches in this Parliament. I quite 
agree that Ministers should read statements. 
If a 1\Iinister has a statement to put before 
the Assembly, it is only right that he should 
read it. I agree, to,o·, that it was necessary 
for the Premier to read his second-reading 
speech of the Sta'te Electricity Commission 
Bill. Other Ministers can read their state­
n.ents with profit to this Parliament. For 
an hon. member of this Committee to get 
up and read his speech is, however, belittling 
Parliament. 

Mr. Sparkes: What about a new 
hon. membed 

I\Ir. NII\IJUO: A new hon. member gets 
every encouragement. It is an understood 
thing that when a new hon. member is making 
his first speech no other hon. member inter­
jects. 

~Ir. Moorlwuse: You did on my first 
speech. 

N'Ir. NIM~IO: No hon. member interjects 
unless the hon. member speaking makes :i 
charge against somebody. It has been an 
umHitten rule that there shall be no inteT­
jections ·when a new hon. member is deliver­
ing his first speech. I have before me a copy 
of May's "Parliamentary Practice," to which 
W<' refer in a'ny matter not covered by our 
Standing Orders. The passage I desire to 
quote states-

'' A member is not permitter1 to read 
his speech, but mny refresh his memor;· 
by a reference to notes. 1'l!c rending 
of written speecllc.s, which hns been nllowcd 
in other deliberative Assemblies. hns 
never been recognised in either House 
of Parliament. A member may read 
extracts from documents, but J{is own 
hngnage must be deliverecl bona fide, in 
the form of an unwritten composition. 
Any other rule would be nt once incon­
venient and repugnant to the true theory 
of debate.'' 
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I think that sums up the position adequately. 
I believe that the hon. member who just inter­
jected read his speech and I think it was 
done without thought on his part. We wit­
nessed a splendid illustration of rea'ding 
speeches only the other day. One hon. mem­
ber of this Committee read his speech and the 
next speaker did not. 'l'hese gentlemen were 
both new members to this Committee. The 
first was a poor speech and hard to listen to, 
the second was quite interesting and good. 

'vVe have to look at this matter fairly and 
endeavour to do those things which tend to 
urlift Parliament and not belittle it. 

Progress reported:. 

The House adjourned at 3.40 p.m. 

Questions. 




