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396 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

TUESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER, 1941. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. E. J. Hanson, 
Buranda) took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

(~UESTIONS. 

MEAT INDUSTRY BOARD }'INANCES. 

lUr. LUCKINS (Maree) asked the 
Premier-

" What was the income and expendi· 
ture and the profit and loss of the Meat 
Industry Board for 1940-41 ~'' 

The TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer), for The PREMIElt (Hon. W. 
Forgan Smith, Mackay), replied-

'' This information will be contained in 
the annual report of the board, ·which will 
bp tabled early next month.'' 

UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF ALLOWANCES. 

)Ir. DART (Wynnum), for J.Ur. BARNES 
(Bundaberg), asked the Secretary for 
Labour and Industry-

''\Vhat amount would an unemployed 
relief recipient receive if (a) he had six 
children under age and one boy over age, 
the one over age living at home and out 
of work; (b) the over-age boy earned £4 
a week and was living at home; (c) the 
boy was living away from home~" 

Tile SECRETARY .FOR LABOUU AND 
l~IHJS'I.'RY (Hon. T. A. Foley, Normanby) 
replied-

'' The hon. member can obtain the infor­
mation by submitting full particulars to the 
officer in chm·ge of relief.'' 

ESSENTIAL FOODSTUFFS COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WILLIAlUS (Port Curtis) asked tl!e 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' 1. Who are the members of the 
Essential Foodstuffs Committees- (a) 
I .. ocal; (b) Central? 

'' 2. Do these members receiw any 
re1nuneration? '' 

The S:ECRETARY FOil AGRICULTURE 
ANI> STOCK (Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) 
replied-

" 1. (a)-
Emergency Supplies Ac1visory Com­

mittee, Cairns.-T. E. Dwyer, polico 
magistrate (chairman) ; Lieutenant­
Colonel I-I. C. Harris, 0/C 51st Battalion; 
W. Jl.1. Dnpain, care of Burns, Phiip, 
nnd Company, Limited; P. Farrelly, care 
of Cummins and Cmnpbell Limited; J. ::\L 
Ledlie, care of Annstrong, Lecllie, aw1 
Stillman Proprietary Limited; I-I. :\I. 
Podosky, care of Samuel Alien ancl Son,, 
Limited. 

Emergency Supplies Advisory Com­
mittee, 'l'ownsville.-R. H. Alien, police 
magistrate (chairman) ; Brigadier F. R. 
North, :'II.C., E.D., 0/C 11th Infantry 
Brigade; .J. A. Hackett, Samuel All en 
and Sons, Limited; S. Brownless, New 
l:ealnnd Loan and Mercantile Agency 
Compan:r, Limited; R. D. E!liott, Thomas 
Brown and Sons, Limited; W. Cummins, 
Cnmmins and Campbell, Limited. 

Emergency Supplies Advisory Com­
mittee, Mackay.-C. B. Buxton, police 
magistrate (chairman); Captain C. R. 
Cameron, care of Cameron 's Foundry; 
C. F. Bagley, .J. Michelmore ancl Com­
pany Proprietary, Limited; H. P. Ras­
mussen, IV. H. Paxton and Company, 
Hmited; A. M. M. Gal!etly, Marsh and 
Webster Proprietary, Limited; R. Lam­
bert, Lambert's Proprietary, Limited. 

Emergency Supplies Advisory Com­
mittee, Rockhampton.-R. Power, police 
magistrate (chairman) ; Lieutenant­
Colonel W. H. Parker, care of McLaugh­
lin's Brewery; A. G. Huggett, Waiter 
Reid and Company, Limited; H. S. 
Beaney, Denham Brothers Proprietary, 
Limited; A. H. Francis, Thomas Brown 
and Sons, Limited; H. Myles, .T. M. 
Headrick and Company, Limited; B. G. 
\Vilkinson, Dalgety ancl Company, 
Limited; F. A. Horncr, New Zealand 
Iman and Jl.fercantile Agency Company, 
Limited. 

(b) Queensland Emergency Supplies 
Committee.-S. F. Cochran (chairman 
State Electricity Commission) (chair­
man); H. S. Hunter (Director of Mar­
keting) (vice-chairman); W. C. Ogilvie 
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(senior statistical clerk, Government 
Statistician's Office) (secretary am1 
member); P. J. Ross (manager, State 
Stores); N. B. Harper (president, Bris­
bane Chamber of Commerce); C. G. Sweet­
man (president, Queensland Grocers' 
Association); S. N. Gow (merchant and 
manufacturer). 

'' 2. No remuneration has been paid to 
any member of the Quecnslaml Emergency 
Supplies Committee or of the Emergency 
Supplies Advisory Conunittees for their 
services on the committees. These gentle­
men are devoting a consiclerable portion of 
their time in helping this essential branch 
of our war effort in a purely voluntary 
<·apacity, and the Government is apprecia­
tive of their assistance.'' 

l'REE l{AILWAY PASSES. 

:\Ir. 3IAHER (West Moreton) asked the 
::\Iinister for Transport-

"\Vlwt was the number and value of 
free pa"ses issued by the Railway Depart­
ment for the financial year 1940-41 ~'' 

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT (Hon. 
.T. Larcombe, Rockhampton) replied-

'' 19,884 'leave' passes and 36,402 'duty' 
passes. It is not possible to place a value 
upon the passes, as many of them :ue avail­
ahle from station to station. There were 
Hl,c135 employees in the Railway Depart­
ment on 20 July, 1941.'' 

PAPERS. 

The following papers ""ere laid on the 
i able, and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the State Government Insurance 
Office for the year 1940-41. 

Report of the Department of Agricultme 
and Stock for the year 19,40-41. 

The following papers \Yerc laid on the 
tnble:-

Regulation under the Official Inquiries 
Evidence Acts, J 910 to J 929. 

Regulations under the Contracts of Sale of 
Land Act of 1933. 

By-laws Nos. 412 and 413 under the 
Railways Acts, 1914 to 1934. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

1\fr. JIAHER (West Moreton) (10.32 
a.m.), by leave: I wish to make a personal 
explanation. In Parliament on Thursday, 18 
instant, whilst speaking to the motion of the 
hon. member for Cook, the hon. m em bcr for 
South Brisbane withdrew an untruthful state­
ment, ''that I had written a letter which 
caused the lynching of Mr. l\fenzies.'' 'fhe 
''Telegraph'' of the same date credits the 
hon. member for Bowen with the following 
interjection, "If you said he was one of the 
gunmen, you would have been more correct.'' 
I wish to inform the House that I did not 
write any letter to any person, nor did I 
play any part whatsoever bearing on the 

retirement of Mr. Menzies from the office of 
Prime Minister. 1 might add that I regard 
the ex-Prime Minister as a splendid Aus­
tralian, and I hold him in the highest 
admiration. 'fhere certainly was a letter, 
typewritten on the official letterhead of the 
Leader of the Opposition, on which my initials 
were forged, but the handwriting in no way 
resembled mine. This letter \Yas addressed to 
one person, but by deliberation was placed in 
an envelope addressed to another person. The 
aim of the despicable creatures responsible 
was to injure l\fr. Fadden politically. The 
happening was investigated and certain con­
clusions were reached. There the matter 
remains for the present. 

Those who know me best in this House will 
agree that it is not in my nature to stoop 
to such a base action. Furthermore, Mr. 
J<'adden is a close personal friend, so it must 
be clear to the House that I would not do 
anything, in any set of circumstances, to 
injure him. 

BUFFALO FLY CONTROL BILL. 
INITIATIOX. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK (Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo): 
I move-

'' That the House will, at its next sitting, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider of the desirableness of intro­
ducing a Bill for the purposes of the 
c•ontrol and/or eradication of the buffalo 
fly (Lyperos:a exigua) and other diseases 
:1ffecting cattle, and for other purposes.'' 

::\fotion agreed to. 

SUPPLY. 

Cm,DIIT'l'EE-}'INANCIAL STATEl\1ENT­

RESUl\fPTION OF DEBATE. 

(:\fr. Gair, South Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Debate resumed from 17 September (see 
p. 363) on Mr. Cooper's motion-

'' That there be granted to His Majesty 
for the service of the year 1941-1942 a 
sum not exceeding £300 to defray the 
salary of the aide-de-camp to His Excel­
lency the Governor.'' 

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (10.41 a.m.): 
\Vhen the Treasmer presented his Financial 
Statement to the Committee t\YO years ago 
he said that the transition from a peace­
time to a war-time economy had to be met. 
Instead of carrying that policy into effect, 
\Ye find that after two years the policy to 
be pursued, according to the present 
Budget, is one of ''spend as usual,'' and no 
real regard is being had for the needs of the 
present or the essential requirements of the 
future. 

\Ve also find that from the common pool 
available to all Governments for war and 
civil purposes this Govemment are still 
taking all the tax revenues of normal times 
as well as an additional £400,000 from rail­
"·ay users, and they were prevented from 
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getting a larger supply of loan money only 
by the casting vote of the Chairman of the 
Loan Council. 

In spite of a reduction of £317,000 in 
interest and exchange payments this year, 
the Government are allowing the people no 
set-off against the increased Commonwealth 
taxation, and in this period of inflation, 
when conditions were never more favourable 
to State Governments, they are making no 
provision for the aftermath of war. 

The Government's plan of post-war 
reconstruction is merely an exaggeration of 
their present policy of spending on public 
works. They carefully avoid the difficult 
factors, on which will depend the progress 
or otherwise of our primary and secondary 
industries, together with the absorption 
therein of returned men and of additional 
people. The position can be summed up 
in the Treasurer's own words-

'' This will call not only for State 
borrowings through the Australian Loan 
Council, but also by municipalities and 
other public bodies. I foresee no diffi­
culty in raising such loans in the future. '' 

The Treasurer proposes to make this 
the basis of his post-war Teconstruction 
policy, notwithstanding the fact that in the 
nine ye:us since 1931-32 this Government 
have added over £35,000,00'0 net to the 
public debt of this State, whilst in the same 
period the earnings of the State loan works 
and services have actually declined-that is, 
after subtracting the amounts transferred 
from tax sources. 

Those are the main points that I see in 
the Budget that the Treasurer has presented 
to this Parliament. Unfortunately, the 
debate on this Financial Statement is ham­
pered a little by the fact that up to date 
we have received no important reports from 
any of the spending departments. The first 
report of any consequence was tabled this 
morning-the annual report of the Depart­
ment of Agriculture and Stock. As yet we 
have not received the annual report of the 
Auditor-General, the Commissioner for 
Railways, the Secretary for Public Works, 
the Department of Labonr and Industry, 
the Commissioner of Main Roads, the Secre­
tary for Public Lands, the Bureau of Indus­
try, or any of the other State departments 
that are responsible for much of the Govern­
ment's expenditure. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
Did you say that you have not yet received 
the annual report of the Department of Agri­
culture and Stock~ 

Mr. NICKLIN: I said that that report 
was the only one tabled. I am sorry that the 
hon. gentleman had to make a sprint to get 
that in. (Laughter.) It was only tabled 
this morning and is of very little use for 
the purposes of this debate. 

I think that the Ministers in charge of the 
various departments should endeavour to table 
their annual reports before the Budget debate 
begins. This would certainly help hon. 

members to analyse the Financial Statement 
and lead to a more intelligent debate than is 
possible now. At present we have to assume 
a number of things because we have no mean~ 
of checking them with the departmental 
reports. 

The Secretary for Health and Home 
Affairs: It is difficult to get in your reports 
from all over Queensland. 

~Ir. NICKLIN: The annual reports this 
year seem to be later than usual, and I do 
not know the reason for it. Generally speak­
ing, most of the reports are tabled by this 
time. Of course, I realise that that of the 
Auditor-General is generally late on account 
of the large amount of work entailed in its 
compilation. 

The Secretary for Health and Home 
Affairs: The only way by which you might 
be able to get the reports tabled in time 
would be to have them made for the calendar 
year instead of for the financial year. 

Mr. NICKLIN: That method might be 
adopted. 

The Secretary for Healtll and Home 
Affairs: Before the Police report can be 
published information has to come from every 
police station in Queensland and be carefully 
checked. 

Mr. NICKLIN: Yes. We all realise the 
difficulties in the way of getting these reports 
out, but I still maintain that an effort should 
be made to get them to Parliament earlier. 
I repeat that, on this occasion, the annual 
reports seem to be later than usual. I hope 
to see some of the reports I have mentioned 
tabled before the closing of this debate. 

The Treasurer has again budgeted for a 
small surplus, the fourth successive surplus 
he has been able to budget for. Naturally, 
everybody is pleased to know that the State 
is able to balance its Budget, as nobody wishes 
to see unbalanced Budgets. On the other 
hand, I do not think that everyone will agree 
with the method that the Treasurer has 
adopted in bringing about this result. When 
we realise that he has approximately 
£2,500,000 in receipts from the State develop­
ment tax to play with and huge increased 
taxes and charges that have come to his 
Government in the last nine years, and that 
he uses loan money to finance replacements 
in the Department of Railways-which should 
be a charge against depreciation account­
and that the expenditure on buildings comes 
very largely from Loan Funds, and that trust 
funds are diverted to revenue, we see that it 
is not such a difficult task to balance a 
Budget as it would be if proper methods of 
:finance were adopted in this State. 

Let us look at the benefits the Government 
have received during the past nine years as 
a result of increased taxation and charges 
in this State. The Government stand con­
demned as the only one in Australia who 
have maintained in full the taxation that 
was imposed in the emergency period of 
1929-32 and the years immediately following. 
Every other Government in Australia have 
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been able to give some relief to the tax­
payers in their State. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
This Government have given relief. 

Mr. NICKLIN: So small that it is hardly 
noticeable; in fact, it is not noticeable in the 
amount received from the various sources of 
taxation. 

Let us analyse the inc1·eased taxes and 
charges that have been imposed by the Govern­
ment since they took office in 1932 so as to 
see the benefits that they have derived and 
how they have been able to improve the 
finances of the State. For instance, let ns 
take the income tax. 

The Treasurer: You cannot take that; 
>YC want that. 

lUr. NH'1U .. l:'>T: And the hon. gentleman 
is displaying no signs of his intention to 
give any of it back to the taxpayers. Imme­
diately the present Government were returned 
to ofiice in 19:12 they increasecl the income­
tax rate anrl therehy got an additional 
£1,000,000 in 1939-40. They also reimposed 
the super land tax in 1932-33, anu this gave 
them an auditional £110,000 in 1939-40. 

J'\Ir. ::IIuHer: On the farmers, too. 

~Ir. NlCl{LJN: They also increased rail­
way fares and fn'ights on three occasions, in 
1932-33, 1938-39, and Hl-!1-+2, thereby permit­
ting them to colleet an additional £1,150,000 
in HJ:l9-40. Here are some further fees that 
were incre,lsecl by the Government-

£ 
f3tatc transport fees (im-

posed in 1932-33) 91,766 
State development tax (in-

crease over 1931-32) 1, 16•5,552 
Motor registration fees (in-

creases imposed 1938-39) . . 120,000 

The total proceeds in 1939-40 from increases 
imposed by the present Government amount 
to £3,637,~29. Hon. members will observe the 
heavy increase in the State denlopment tax. 

The ll1inister for Transport: Not because 
of higher rate~. 

lUr. NICKLIN: Yes, brought about by 
higher rates. 

The Jrinister for Transport: No, 
increased employment. 

Mr. NICKLIN: Does the hon. gentleman 
forget that immediately the Government \verc 
returned they doubled the State deYelopment 
tax, then know as the unemployment relief 
tax? 

Tlle lUinister for Transport: We granted 
substantial exemptions. 

Mr. NICKLIN: They approved of slight 
exemptions, but they were not enough to 
prevent their receiving this very substantial 
increase in revenue from that source. 

Mr • .!IIuller: They are collecting more 
money from this source than ever. 

Mr. NICKLIN: That is so. If there is 
any tax that could have been reduced so as 

to give relief to the taxpayers, it is thu 
State development tax. I suppose the Govern­
ment will contend that motor registration 
fees are not a charge upon the taxpayers, 
but are imposed for services rendered, but 
here the increase amounted to £120,000 a year. 
In all, the Government obtained additional 
revenue from the inereases in the items J 
have mentioned totalling £3,637,229. That is 
a very substantial sum. 

J n addition, fees under various Acts have 
been substantially increased. ]'or instance, 
the fees were inneased under the Brands Act, 
under the Stallions Act, in respect of workers' 
dwellings, ·workers' compensation, Magistrates 
Courts, Supreme Court, real property, and 
under the Mining Acts. The Government 
imposed the bull tax. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: Who 
collects a bull tax? There is no bull tax. 

JUr. NICKLIN: Ask the Secretary for 
Agricultnre and Stock-he will tell you all 
about it. 

'l'lle Secretary for Agriculture and Stock: 
I say there is not, and you know there is 
not. 

Jir. NICKLIN: There may be no bull tax 
as formerly enacted, but a similar amount 
is, as the hon. gentleman knows, collected 
by other means. 

Let us compare the record of the Govern­
ment with the record of the Governments 
of other States. LPt us compare Queensland's 
Budget with the Budgets of Victoria, South 
Australia, Western Australia, and K ew 
South Wales. 

'l'lle Secretary for Public Lands: H 
stands out as a bright star in the firmament. 

JUr. NH'KLIN: It certainly stands out, 
like the air diTedion beacon on Mount 
Gravatt, as the only Budget in Australia 
that has not given some concession to the 
taxpayers, and as the only Budget in Aus-­
tralia that has. not taken into aecount war­
time conditions, and has not indicated plan­
ning along sound lines for our post-war recon­
struction period. Victoria has given a reduc­
tion of 35 per cent. in the unemployment 
relief tax. Routh Au·.tralia has given a con­
cession amounting to £80,000 in income tax 
Tates, in addition to a reduction of 25 per 
cent. in motor registration fees. \Vestern 
Australia has made a reduction of 25 per 
cent. in motor registration fees. New South 
\Vales has abolished the wag·e tax, but, run­
ning true to the form of Labour Govern-­
ments, has imposed additional taxation in 
other respec.ts. N everthelcss, they have at 
least abolished a tax, and that is- more than 
can be said of the Queensland Government. 

The Secretary for Health and Home 
Affairs: They should not increase income 
tax, but adopt the Japanese system, which 
collects income tax twice in the one year. 

JUr. NICKI,IN: The Budget, together with 
the very full and remarkable speech 
delivered by the Secretary for Labour and 
Industry on the Income (State Develop­
ment) Tax Acts Amendment Bill, excellently 
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illustrates the difference between the policy 
of Labour and non-Labour. The policy of 
Labour is to get all it can spend, irrespec­
tive of the effect on industry or the tax­
payers, whereas on the other hand non­
Labour's policy has for its objective the 
encouraging of primary and secondaTy 
industries, which should be the main con­
sideration in handling the affairs of State. 

'fhe Secretary for Health and Home 
Affairs: Your policy is to get all you can 
for· your own supporters, irrespecti,-e of 
the effect on anyone else. 

lUr. NICKLIN: Our policy is to give all 
possible encouragement to secondary and 
primary industries. We keep that right in 
the forefront of our policy; it is our main 
consideration. We believe that primary and 
secondary industries should be encomagcd 
and that governmental policy should not be 
shaped to the detriment of industry. 

Now let us examine this question of 
Government spending. Ifi Government 
spending were really the basis of prosperity, 
th~n the Commonwealth Government, not 
this State Government, should get the credit 
for any prosperity that exists at the present 
time, because their expenditme is considerably 
greater than State expenditure. Comparing 
1941-42 with 1931-32, the revenue and 
loan expenditure of the Commonwealth 
Government shows an increase of £275,000,000 
per annum, whereas the expenditure of the 
Queensland Government has increased by 
£7,000,000. Queensland's share of increased 
governmental expenditure is equal to 2.5 per 
cent. 

The Minister for Labour and Industry, in 
his second-rending speech on the Income 
(State Development) Tax Acts Amendment 

Bill, quoted Mr. Colin Clark, Director of the 
Bureau of Industry, as having said that 
every £10,000,000 spent by the Government 
generates a further £] 6,000,000 of spending 
power in the community. How does the 
Government's spending generate anything 
more than private spending~ Let me quote 
the case of two farmers as an excellent illus­
tration of this quotation. One, like the 
Government, spends the bulk of his available 
money on building a fine house and fitting 
it with furniture and other amenities; the 
other, maintaining that it is better to spend 
all the money he has on increasing the pro­
ductivity of his farm, spends it on essential 
farming improvements, stock, implements, 
and so on. Which farmer generates the 
greatest spending power in the community'! 
That is a good analogy to Government 
spending. 

Very largely the spending practised by 
the Government has been on large works, 
such as the Story Bridge and public buildings, 
and this has not developed the same amount 
of spending power as would have been gene­
rated if that money had been expended in 
the establishment of industries in Queens­
land that would have given wages and work 
to our people as well as increased the revenue 
of the Treasury. 

'l'he Secretary for Labour and Industry 
also quoted the Co-ordinator-General of 
Public \Vorks as having favourably com­
pared the fructification of money in the 
hands of the Government with its fructifica­
tion in the hands of the people. It was a 
great British statesman, the late W. E. 
Gladstonc, who was responsible for the 
dictum, ' 'Let the money fructify in the 
pocl<ets of the people.'' Again, take a case 
in point. Assuming the Government decided 
to give relief to graziers and farmers by 
allo•Ying money spent on water and fodder 
conservation as a deduction for income tax 
purposes. Which would be of greater benefit 
to the State-money spent by the Govern­
ment on public buildings or money spent by 
the producers in providing essential services, 
such as water and fodder conservation, to 
increase the productivity of the State~ If 
the Government made that concession, they 
would certainlY lose a little revenue, and 
they would ha.ve a little less available for 
spending on the big schemes they are so 
fond of, but the money they lost would be 
spent in directions that would be of great 
help to the State and the Commonwealth in 
increasing the productivity of many of our 
primary products that are in great demand 
at present, and will be more urgen_tly 
1·equired in the period of reconstruction 
after the war. If the farmers and graziers 
had that money available to spend wealth 
production would be increased, whereas the 
Government collect it and they spend it on 
lmildings or bridges. Of course, while it is 
being constructed, the expenditure provides 
some employment, but the money probably 
remains a charge on the State for many 
years. 

\Ve have to realise that there is only a 
certain amount of money that can be used 
for both war and civil requirements. It is 
essential that when there is a greater drain 
on the money pool for w:•r requirements we 
should save not only our money, but also our 
resources. We should save for war production 
our real resources that would otherwise be 
used for civil production. 

At present there is no volume of our real 
resources-labour, equipment, and material­
idle. A shortage exists in all these, and 
that is undoubtedly retarding our war effort. 
One of the main reasons why Australia did 
not get the war effort for which she hoped 
in the last financial year was, no doubt, the 
fart that there was a shortage of the real 
resources essential to the making of a lOO­
per-cent. war effort. State Governments, by 
continuing the policy of expending as they 
did in normal years, are biting into the avail­
able pool of these real resources to the detri­
ment of Australia's war effort. 

As regards the labour position in Australia, 
I quote the figures of the Commonwealth 
Statistician showing the proportion of people 
who are unemployed-

August, 1939 
February, 1941 
May, 1941 .. 

Per cent. 
10.2 

5.3 
3.2 
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'l'llese figures indicate that, virtually, there 
are no unemployed men at present. 

Now, what are the requirements of Aus­
tralia in man pow·er. The Commonwealth 
Statistician estimates that the present man­
power requirements for our fighting forces 
at 10,000 a month. The same authority also 
estimates that 6,000 persons are required each 
month for war-time industries. The only new 
supply available to meet these requirements is 
the 3,000 persons-an approximate figure­
who reach the employable age each month. If 
this State enters the field in competition with 
the Commonwealth Government, is that not 
going to have a detrimental effect on the 
war effort) Is not this the time when 
tl10 State should curtail non-essential expendi­
ture and endeavour to leave untouched as 
mueh as possible of the real resources of the 
nation that arc required to continue the vital 
war effort that we must put forward.~ Is not 
this the time when they should do these things 
rather than continue a more or less peace­
time programme of spending and thus bite 
into the available pool of resources to the 
detriment of the war effort~ 

lUr. nunstan: Would you throw men out 
of work in mder to help the war effort~ 

~Ir. NICKLIN: That is a nonsensical 
interjection, seeing that at the present time 
virtually no person is out of work in the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr. Dunstan: Would you throw them out 
of >Yorkg 

::llr. NICKLIN: I would throw nobody out 
of work. Nobody is out of work at present. 
What I suggest, and what all good Aus­
tralians >vould suggest, is that the State 
should co-operate to the full in the war effort 
by reducing non-essential expenditure and 
thus enabling Australia's war effort to be 
the full 100 per cent. that it should be. 

As I have pointed out, there is no doubt 
that Australia's war effort last year was 
affected by a shortage of the real resources 
of labour, material, and equipment; neverthe­
less, the Government propose to continue 
expenditure at a more or less peace-time level, 
and this, undoubtedly, will have a detrimental 
effect on the war effort. 

It is agreed by competent authorities that 
the most urgent financial need of a com­
munity is that it shall reduce ordinary, every­
day spending. The truth of this is being 
brought home to every individual, but should 
not the same principle be brought forcibly 
before State Governments~ If the people are 
asked to reduce their everyday expenditure 
in order that Australia's war effort shall not 
be detrimentally affected, should not the 
State Governments be asked to reduce non­
essential expenditure to enable the war effort 
to get into top gear? 

f~ed uction of civil expenditure by State 
Governments is admittedly difficult, for many 
reasons. Private persons argue that it is 
difficult for them to reduce their expendi­
ture, and that being so, if the State Govern­
ments could achieve some little reduction by 

spending only on essential works and cutting 
down their non-essential expenditure it cer­
tainly would be of help to the Common­
>rc·alth 's war effort. 

Let ns compare the States' expenditures of 
the last couple of years with a view to ascer­
taining whether, as a whole, they have made 
any real effort to meet the situation that the 
Treasurer envisaged two yea'rs ago when he 
said-

'' There is to be a transition from peace-
time to war-time economy.'' 

The expenditure from revenue on the respec­
ti.-e items for the years 1938-39 and 1939-40 
was-

1938-39 1939-40 
£ millions. £ millions. 

Public debt charges 
Business undertakings 
S'ocial services 
Public works adminis­

tration 

40.2 41.5 
41.9 41.5 
33.9 36.2 

13.6 

£129.6 

13.9 

£133.1 

The increa'se is considerable, and shows 
clearly that the States are not fully 
co-operating 1vith the Commonwealth to 
achieve a 100-per-cent. war effort. 

The gross loan expenditure of the whole 
of the States over the same period was-

1938-39 1939-40 
£millions. £ millions. 

Public works and ser­
vices 

Primary production 
18.2 

3.4 

£21.6 

16.9 
3.7 

£20.6 

A comparison of the figures I have quoted 
discloses that the principal increa'se in expendi­
ture comes under the heading of social ser­
vices. Expenditure under this heading, 
together with expenditure under the heading 
of- public >Yorks, would appear to offer a 
greater scope for the scaling down of spend­
ing, esperially in view of the unemployment 
position at present. 

The Treasurer: A moment ago you said 
there were no unemployed. 

Mr. NICKLIN: And I am using tha1: 
argument to support the scaling down of this 
expenditure. No doubt, the Treasurer will 
argue that I am a'dvocating the cutting down 
of social services in the various States, but 
that is not so. \Ve have to realise at present 
that when virtually all of our people are 
employed there is not the same need for 
increasing expenditure on social services as 
there was 9 or 10 years ago, when a large 
section of our people were unemployed. It is 
essential that we now divert all our resources 
to the war effort; this is certainly not the 
time for large increases in our expenditure 
on social services or public works. 

The Commonwealth Government have not 
the same scope for reducing their expenditure 
on the services that they carry out normally 
as have the States. They have their commit­
ments, for pensions, repatriation payments, 
post and telegraph services, and the payments 



402 Sup)Jiy. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

on behalf of the St:.t;s, which it is difficult, 
if not impossible, to _iJduce. The States, ·on 
the other hand, have means whereby they can 
cut their non-essential spending. That is a 
point on which I join issue with the Trea­
surer. His Bud;::et does not provide suffi­
ciently for the cutting down of non-essential 
expenditme in Queensland. Its main feature 
is that this year our loan expenditure and 
expenditme from various funds available have 
been virtually those of a normal year. No 
provision has been made for the rainy day 
that must inevitably arrive, particularly when 
we have to face the difficult post-war recon­
struction period, which will test the resources 
and capabilities of all Governments in the 
CommomYealth. 

When I mentioned at the beginning of my 
speech that the Government had increased the 
public debt of the State by approximately 
£35,000,000, the Secretary for Health and 
Home Affa'irs doubted the accuracy of that 
statement. I am going to quote figures to 
show that my contention is perfectly eorrect. 
In these figures I use the debts that the State 
'l'reasury has incurred and the debts that local 
be-dies have incurred-loans borrowed from 
sources outside the Treasury, but under 
Treasury guarantee-which must be included 
in the indebtedness of the people of this State. 

The Treasurer: There are other debts, 
such as grocers' bms, that you might include 
as 1vell. 

l\'Ir. NICKLIN: I have not yet heard of 
the Trea'surer 's guaranteeing any grocer's 
bill, but if he is entering that line of business 
I shall perhaps find him a few customers. 
I am referring to the debts that are the 
responsibility of the 'l'reasury of this State. 
'l'hey arp those incurred by the State and by 
local bodies, and by governmental spending 
authorities, such as the Bureau of Industry. 
The State ca'rries the responsibility of 
borrowings of local bodies, because the Trea­
surer has given guarantees that the loans will 
be repaid. He cannot beg the question by 
saying that the Treasury is not guaranteeing 
grocers' bills. I am taking into account the 
amounts that the Treasury is directly respon­
sible for, and those it has guaranteed in 
respect of local authorities aml governmental 
spending authorities. 

The Treasurer: You seem to be suggest­
ing that the local authorities should repudiate 
and throw their debts on the State. 

:ilir. NICKLIN: I am not suggesting that 
the local authorities should repudiate. 

The Treasurer: The implication is 
there. 

lUr. NICKLIN: I am pointing out that 
the people of this State are responsible for 
the public debt. Tllere is only one body of 
people in Queensland who are responsible for 
the public debts of the State, whether they 
b'c borrowed from the State Treasury, or 
honowed by local authorities from financial 
institutions under the guarantee of the State 
Govermnt'nt. There is only one set of tax­
ptlyers to pay this money, and, irrespective 
oi what the 'l'reasurer says, there is no doubt 
that in the last nine years the debt the people 

of Quecnslaml have to meet has grown by 
approximately £35,000,000. 

Mr. l\'Iuller: Hear, hear! That's the 
point. 

l\'Ir. NICKLIN: At 30 June, 1932, t:he net 
Llebt of the State 'l'reasury was £111,622,000, 
while the amount borrowed by local bodies 
outside the Treasury was £10,241,000. At 
the conclusion of the financial year 1941, the 
'l'reasnry debt was £128,798,000, an increase 
of £17,17G,OOO, and the debt of local bodies 
\\"as £28,502,000, an increase of £18,261,000. 
In nine years the Treasmy debt and the debt 
of local bodies had increased by £35,437,000. 
That is a debt for which the people of this 
State must be held responsible. The Govem­
ment have been responsible for increasing the 
public debt of the State by £4,000,000 per 
mmum, thereby making 0ach person in Queens­
land virtually responsible for an additional 
£4 per annum in the debt of the State. 

'l'he 'l'reasurer: You could imagine a 
much bigger sum if you included the money 
that had not been lent. 

}fr. ~I CKLIN: It is all very well for the 
Treasurer to endeavour to pass this off by 
an interjection of that kiml, but these figures 
hav<' been tnken from the Treasurer's finan­
cial tables, and they will take some explaining 
away. l should like the hon. gentleman to 
attempt it if he can. ·whatever he rays, what­
L'ver analogy he uses or 1vhat illustration he 
may put forth about grocen' hills and 
butchers' bills, the fa et remains that t h0y have 
increased the people's debt l1y £3,).~37,000. 

It will he noticed that the local go,·erning 
bodies h:ne been asked to carry a greater 
increase in the debt of the State t!rnn the 
'l'reasury itself. That has been the policy of 
the Government-to encourage local authori­
ties to borrow and spend, so that the Govern­
ment 1vill not have to accept the responsibility 
of direct expenditure themselves. Their sub­
sidy-loan system induced local authorities to 
embark upon a considerable amount of loan 
expenditure, and to-day many of them are 
feeling a little sorry about it. However, it 
should not he forgotten that the Gowrnment 
have added approximately £4,000,000 per 
annum to the clebt burden of the people since 
they have been in office. 

The Secretary for ])lines: Did you not 
forget to add the sums guaranteed for 
co-operative societies? There is another 
£50,000,000 there. 

lUr. NICKLIN: Guaranteed sums to co­
operative societies! The Secretary for Mines 
is trying to draw a reel herring across the 
trail. Where have the Govermnent guaranteerl 
£50,000,000 for eo-operati,-e societies? The 
money is found by the Commonwealth Bank 
and other financial institutions. 

The Treasurer: It is no wonder that the 
hon. member for Nanango is leaving the 
Chamber. vVe guarantee the rermnt crop in 
his district every year. 

Mr. NICKLIN: There is another point 
that should be examined in relation to the 
growth of the loan indebtedness of the State-
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that is, the reproductivity of loan expendi­
ture. If all the expenditure that has been 
added to the public debt returns enough to 
service this debt-that is, pay interest and 
redemption charges-the position would not 
be quite so serious as it is. Unfortunately, 
there has been a falling away in the return 
from loan works and services. 

The Government have adopted the practice 
of crediting large amounts of receipts from 
the State development tax to loan works and 
services. The Secretary for Labour and 
Industry, in the course of his second-reading 
speech on the Income (State Development) 
'I'ax Acts Amendment Bill, said-

'' There are items (of expenditure from 
the State development tax) that may be 
<lisputed as having been paid from one 
fund to another, such as interest and 
redemption on moneys ra~sed to create 
employment. There is one item represent­
ing £380,000 for the last financial year, or 
4.8 per cent. of the total.'' 

Obviously, tax receipts are not earnings of 
the loan works and services, and this amount 
must be subtracted, leaving £2,661,624 as the 
true earnings, as compared with £2,639,033 
in 1931-32. Thus the £17,176,000 net, which 
has been added to the public debt of the 
Treasury in the last nine years, has returned 
practically no interest, and its cost has to 
be met from taxation. 

IV e find that has been general since the 
Government have been in office-that the 
return from loan works and services has been 
gradually falling away. Before the advent 
of a Labour Government in Queensland the 
retmn from loan works and services almost 
met interest and redemption charges, but we 
find that the position is now becoming worse 
each year and that consolidated revenue is 
being called upon to a greater extent year 
by year to meet the debit on account of loan 
n·orks and services. This shows that the 
money spent on loan works and services has 
not been wisely spent. Too much has been 
expended on projects that do not return 
interest and redemption charges. That means 
an increased charge on consolidated revenue, 
and the natural corollary is an increased 
charge on the taxpayer who has to meet these 
deficits. 

In 1914-15, the pre-Labour period in 
Queensland, the interest return on loan works 
and services was only £267,852 short of the 
total interest payable. In 1941-42 the 
shortage to be met from taxation, allowing 
for the £380,000 previously mentioned, was 
£2,6ll,042, an amount equal to over one-third 
of the tax receipts from all sources in 
1940-41. 

The Secretary for Mines: If you went 
back to ] 841 you would obtain a better com­
parison from your point of view. 

Mr. NICKLIN: There is no need for the 
hon. gentleman to endeavour to cloud the 
issue by making such an interjection. He 
can check my figures from the Treasury 
tables. These tables show the trend of 
Government policy and the effect of spending 

so much money on unreproductive works and 
services that do not return interest and 
redemption charges. That is altogether 
foreign to the policy that members of the 
Labour Party advocated before they obtained 
possession of the Treasury benches. In ] 910 
the late Mr. D. Bowman said-

" Well, speaking for myself, and I know 
that a number of members agree with 
me, while we are prepared to support a 
borrowing policy for reproductive works, 
we should be careful in the amount we 
borrow. vVe should only have restricted 
borrowing .... I think it would be a big 
mistake for this Government or any other 
Government to go in for borrowing indis­
criminately.'' 

Mr. Bowman was one of the grand old men 
of the Labour Party and one of its founders. 
That was his attitude to loan spending, and 
it was a very sound one; yet the Government 
have adopted the practice of spending all they 
can irrespective of whether the return to be 
derived equals the interest and redemption 
payments. 

An excellent example of this policy is one 
of the American loans the burden of which 
everybody is glad to learn the State is now 
being relieved of, and which the Treasurer 
made a: feature of in his speech. This loan 
was obtained by a previous Labour Govern· 
ment irrespective of what it cost the people. 
They did not care so long as they got the 
money. That loan has certainly been a detri­
ment to Queensland since it was obtained over 
20 years ago. 

Tlle Treasurer: Compared with other 
loans of the day that loan was obtained upon 
very favourable terms. 

Mr. NICKLIN: Let us examine those 
''' ery favourable'' term·s of the American 
loan. 

Tlle Treasurer: Compared with other 
loans of the day. 

Mr. NICKLIN: Seven per cent. 

The Treasurer: Compared with other 
loans of the day. 

Mr. NICKLIN: Compared with other 
loans of the day it was an expensive loan. 

It is noticeable that up to the present 
Budget the 'I'reasurer has always kept the 
American loan and its effect on the finances of 
the State in the background. I remember 
that last year the Treasurer complained in his 
Budget speech of how Queensland was dis· 
advantaged as compared with the Southern 
States in the amount of loan conversions that 
had taken place during the current year. 
Queensland undoubtedly wa's disadvantaged. 
The Treasurer also mentioned that the State 
was considerably disadvantaged by the fact 
that it had to pay 7 per cent. on American 
loan in addition to very high charges and 
exchange payments to the United States. 

The Treasurer: You overlook the fact 
that we were advantaged to the extent of 
£500,000 by the exchange when we borrowed 
it. 
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llir. NICKLIN: The hon. gentleman was 
<lisadvantagcrl by £600,000 in paying it back, 
so where is the advantage~ 

The 'rreasurer: Where is the disad­
,-~mtage ~ 

Mr. NICI{LIN: The disadvantage is a 
mere £100,000, which is nothing, not to men­
tion the large amounts the Stato lost each 
year in the high exchange rates that had to 
be paid when remitting interest and redemp­
tion charges to the United States. I think 
everybody will be pleased to know we are 
well rid of the American loan, and as a result 
of the favourable conversion term's that the 
Treasurer has been able to arrange this State 
benefits to the extent of approximately 
£106,000 a year. UndoubtedlY that loan has 
been a drag on the State m:dr since it was 
borro\red 20 years ago, and everybody, includ­
mg the Treasurer, will be pleased to sec the 
last of it. 

Let us examine other aspects of the Budget. 
I refer first to the page on which the Trea­
surer has a table det~ilin<Y P'CnPnditure of 
over £5,000,000 on various-~~ork~r;nd services 
in this State. 

Let us examine the expenditure of this 
huge sum .. Of the total of £5,032,800, only 
the followmg can be classified as rural 
development or rural development purposes:-

Land settlement: \Vater 
facilities, main stock 

£ 

routes . . 9,000 
Special loans for rural 

development: Ring-
barking, &c. 3,000 

£ 

12,000 

On the last item, the sum of £4,073 was 
expended last year. 

Cotton and irrigation 
Bureau of Rural Development 
:Mining 

£ 
201,300 
256,000 

51,600 

Last year, the amount available to the Bureau 
of Rural Development was £297,331. The 
grand total of these items is £520,900. 

The Treasurer: I have not the paper in 
front of me, but did we not mention main 
roads~ 

llir. NICKLIN: I am speaking of rural 
development. 

The Treasurer: Is not that a rural 
development~ Do not be so one-eyed. Do try 
to be broadminded. 

lUr. NICKLIN: At rhe moment I am 
speaking of expenditure on rural-dev~lopment 
work .. Undoubtedly, roads help to develop 
rural mdustry, but that is expenditure on 
another item. 

The Treasurer: It does not suit your 
purpose. 

Mr. NICKLIN: I am not quibbling about 
Uw objects of the expenditure on rural 
Je,·elopment by the Treasurer-I agree with 
all of them-but I complain that the Treasurer 

is not making larger smns available for speeial 
loans for rural development-such as ring· 
lmrking-under the srheme inaugurated 
hy the ~Ioore Government in 1932-33. 
That is a form of development tha1 
could be well fosterecl by the preseni 
Budget. l.'nfortunately, expenditure on this 
,·ery useful form of rural development 
has been more or less wiped off by the Govern­
ment over the past nine years. ·when the 
scheme was introduced in 1932-33 bv the then 
Premier, Mr. :Moore, £190,000 ·was" expended 
on this form of development, and very useful 
expenditure it was. It gaye a good return 
to the State by increasing the productivity 
of the land. Immediately the present Govern­
ment came to office they began the progressi ,,e 
reduction of the amounts available for this 
purpose. From £190,000 in 1932-33 we find it 
is cut down almost to vanishing point, £3,000 
for the current year. 

That is hacl polic~·. It is not in the best 
interests of the rural districts of Queensland. 
If the Treasurer finds that he has I~oan Funds 
that he has not expended during the ;·e~r for 
the purposes for which they have been set 
aside, I suggest he give greater consideration 
to increasing the rather niggardly amount of 
£3,000 for the special rural der-elopment fund. 
This is a type of work that returns good divi­
dends to those who utilise the money and to 
the State by the improYement of the pro­
ductivity of our land. 

Now let ns examine the amount of £'.'01,:300 
for cotton and irrigation-money '·pc11t to 
increase the output of cotton. 

Bveryone will agree that it is essential 
tha't we do c\-erything possible to increase 
the production of the primary commodities 
that arc essential to a successful war effort. 
Cotton is undoubtedly one of these, but on 
looking ~t the history of cotton in Queens­
land we begin to wonder whether we are deal­
ing \vith the problem in the right way, 
11hether \Ye want to use it merely as a 
means of developing our dairying lands, or 
desire to establish a: permanent industry in 
this State. There can be no doubt that the 
cotton policy of Q~1eensland has not had the 
effect of placing it on an economic basis 
as a permanent industry here, and I feel 
snre that all of us would like to sec it per­
manently established. 

No-one ca·n deny that there has been no 
st<: bility in the cotton industry in Queens­
land. A perusal of production figmes sup­
ports that contention. Why, as far back as 
the 'sixties of the last century Queensland 
\\as producing more cotton than she is 
to-day! ·when we realise this, we must 
bceome alive to the fact that there is some­
thing wrong with the development of that 
industry here. In 1920, cotton production 
in Queensla'nd got so low as only 37 bales 
of 500 lb. each. Figures have fluctuated 
since then. For these years the production 
in Queensland was-

1925 
1926 
1927 

Bales. 

11,975 
6,140 
4,82± 
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JL w;<s not until 19:3\l that proclnction 
jumped, all([ then it went up to 11,0.31 bales, 
as a result of the efforts made bv the ~To01·e 
(lovennm:nt to revive the in~lustrv. It 
<h·opped again in 19:12 to 3,989 bale~, but 
rea'checl the peak production of 11,141 bales 
in 19:1±. For the next three years produc­
tion \Yas more or less maintained, but it 
rlropped ngain to 8,519 bales in 1937, roae 
to 12,447 bales in 1939, dropped to 8,370 in 
lll40, Hll<l the estimnte for this year is only 
11,000 bales. 'Those figures prove conclu,iwly 
that there has been no stability in the cotton 
i!lL1ustry in Queensland. 

If we are to develop the cotton industry 
in this Stnte, and make it an economic 
illdustry for Queensland, we shall have to 
investigate the cause of this great fiuetun­
tion in production. There can be no doubt 
that this is due to the fact that we have 
been endeavouring to grow cotton by depeml­
ing wholly on the rain, instead of using 
inigation, as has been done in every other 
country in \Yhich cotton-growing has been 
successfully established. 

An examination of the number of growers, 
the number of acres under cultivation, and 
the amount produced from that acreage indi­
cates that tl1ere is certainly something wrong 
with our method of growing cotton. In 1932, 
the production of 3,816 g-rowers from 61,304 
rrcres was only 3,989 bales, proving that if 
we are to develop this industry along sound 
lines we shall have to apply irrigation to it, 
as has been done in other countries, and not 
depend only on the weather, nor must we 
look upon cotton as a means to expanding 
our dairying industry. 

'fhere has been no stability in the industry· 
up to the present time. \Ve often hear hon. 
members on the other side of the Committee 
blaming the Commonwealth Government for 
this state of affairs, because, it is said, they 
have not given :l sufficient bounty or some­
thing of that nature to enable cotton to be 
produced successfully in this State. Whilst 
we realise that the price is the most important 
factor in the industry it has to be admitted 
that the successful production of cotton-and 
by that I mean yield to the acre-is also a 
.-ery important factor if the industry is to 
be stabilised on a sound economic nnd agri­
cultural basis. It has been proved beyond 
doubt that we cannot develop an economically 
sound cotton industry in Queensland if we 
follow the same lines as we have pursued in 
the past. The industry has been developed 
too much as a sideline instead of a main 
industry. If we arc going to treat it as a 
sideline on dairy farms, or any other farms, 
for tlwt matter, \Ye shall not develop a stable 
cotton industry in Queensland. 

Mr. Jesson: Whom do you blame? 

}lr. NICKLIN: I am not blaming any­
body, hut am simply suggesting to the 
Government something that I hope will lead 
to the development of the cotton industry, 
and thereby make it of permanent value to 
the State. With its ups and downs in pro­
duction, it has not been of great value to 
Queensland. We can grow as good cotton 
in Queensland as can be grown in other parts 

of the \\·ol'ld, but \VC have to learn lessons 
from other parts of the \Yorld if we \Yish to 
stabili:;e the industrv here. Instead of allow­
ing it to be used as a political footbnlJ, WC 

ha.-e to look into the whys and wherefores 
for its patchy development and see if \Ye 
c·an overcome them, and place the industry 
on such a footing that it will ensure employ­
ment for our !Jo~-s when they return from 
the \Var. 

It has been proved all over the \Vorld that 
you emmot gTow cotton successfully unless 
the nop is assured of sufficient moisture in 
the planting and growing periods. Although 
dry farming helps, you will not get a crop if 
rain does not fall at the right time. \Ve 
lwve, therefore, to develop the industry in 
this 8tate b:v means of inigation if we want 
it to be a staple one. 1 am pleased that the 
Oovernment have made available a sum of 
money for the development of the industry 
nuder such conditions. l'\ o counb·y in the 
wol'ld attempts to grow cotton on the basis 
of a low yield to the acre. In \V est ern 
Europe rain falls regularly during the grow­
ing periocl, and the crops of these conntries 
are more or less regular. Tn Queensland we 
m·e more often than not faced with a dry 
spring, and for that reason we have patch;· 
) ields in this State. 

Experiments conducted by the Queenslm:d 
Cotton Board demonstrate that cotton w1ll 
show a three-fold increase in production 
\Yhen grown under irrigation, as compared 
\Yith dry-farming conditions. 

The same results have been achieved on 
the cotton-growing areas in Egypt, Peru, 
Indin, and the United States of America, 
where cotton is grown under irrigation. In 
California, on the dry side of America, where 
cotton is a big industry at present, it has 
been developed ,,-holly hy means of irriga­
tion. In 1919 there were 8,600 acres of 
cotton under irrigation in that country, but 
hv 1926 the area had increased to 650,000 
acres, and by 1937 to 1,300,000 acres. 

Although we arc very pleased with what 
we have achim-ed in the production of cotton 
in Queensland under irrigation conditions, 
and although we have increased our produc­
tion three-fold, the acreage return of 1,669 lb. 
of cotton is less than the average return for 
California with its 1,300,000 acres, where the 
average return of seed-cotton is 1,700 lb. 
In many instances, the average return 
in California on that large area is 
2,000 lb. and 3,000 lb. an acre. How­
ever,, the figures indicate that we are on the 
right lines in Queensland in developing cotton 
vroduction by irrigation, but we shall never 
be able to develop a stable industry in this 
State unless it is carried on under irrigation 
ronrlitions, because the weather during the 
growing period of the year is against the 
development of rain-cotton in this State. 

Mr. Jones: Is it economically possible 
to produce cotton by inigation here~ 

}Jr. NICKLIN: Absolutely. It is ques­
tionable whether our present system of grow­
ing 1-acre, 2-acre, and 3-acre blocks by 
the overhead watering system is going to 
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lead to the proper development of the indus­
try along economic lines. I think that we 
should follow the practice established in the 
United States of America and in the Punjab, 
India, where big areas are cropped-that is, 
adopt the flooding system of irrigation. 

~Ir. Jones: Cheap labour! 

Mr. NICKLIN: No. The labour problem 
has been overcome by the nse of the mechani­
cal picker. 

The Treasurer: Are you sure? 

Mr. NICKLIN: Yes. 

The Treasurer: If you knew anything 
about the mechanical picker you would not 
say that. 

Mr. NICKLIN: Of course, it would be 
necessary to grow a type of cotton on which 
the mechanical picker can be used; then, I 
have no doubt, the industry will be a profit­
able one. It is not a bit of use using the 
mechanical picker in a block where the 
bushes are 6 feet high and about 5 feet wide. 
A suitable type of cotton will have to be 
grown and measures will have to be taken 
to prevent the plants from growing into big 
bushes. 

I have had discussions with men who have 
conducted experiments with cotton in the 
Burdekin and Home Hill areas, and it is there 
that I think we can develop a satisfactory 
cotton industry. The farmers there understand 
irrigation. Large areas are availabl_e. suitable 
for the production of cotton. In add1t10n there 
are experienced farmers with the necessary 
knowledge and machinery who, in view of _the 
threatened restriction of sugar productiOn, 
are turning their attention to the use of their 
land for other crops. This is, in my opinion, 
a sounder district for the permanent estab­
lishment of the cotton-growing industry than 
a number of other districts where we are 
endeavouring to grow cotton at the present 
time. 

l'\Ir. Dunstan: Do you favour expensive 
irrigation systems~ 

Mr. NICKLIN: A large proportion of the 
equipment required is already available in the 
area I have mentioned. 

Mr. Dunstan: It is a specially favoured 
district. 

Mr. NICKLIN: My suggestion simply 
means the use of equipment that is 
now available. 

l'\Ir. Jesson: Why are they not using it? 

Mr. NICKLIN: I think that the owners 
are using it on pretty big areas in the Burde­
kin and Home Hill districts at the present 
time. I suggest that the Government, when 
making available the money earmarked in the 
Budget to encourage cotton-growing, will pay 
due regard to its expenditure in a manner 
that will bring about its development along 
sound economic lines. That can only be 
achieved by ensuring that the greater part 
of our cotton crop is grown under irrigation 
in order that we may be independent of 

unfavourable weather conditions, which 
inevitably occur during the growing season. 
Such a policy would give us a return compar­
able to the return per acre obtained in other 
countries. 

Mr. Dunstan: That would mean that the 
State would carry the greater part of the 
capital expenditure~ 

lUr. NICKLIN: Not at all. Cotton­
growing could be developed to a large extent 
in the Burdekin and Home Hill areas without 
any great governmental assistance, because 
there already exist the land, the water, and 
the men competent to farm that land by 
means of irrigation. The necessary machinery 
and everything required are available ; it is 
just a matter of giving some encouragement 
to the farmers and showing that they can 
grow cotton profitably. That can be done 
with very little expense to the Government. 

The point that I wish to emphasise is 
that the cotton industry is valuable to this 
State, but it has not been developed along 
lines that will make it sound and stable, and 
if we are going to expend money on its 
development we should spend that money in 
a way that will stabilise it and thus bring 
some benefit to Queensland for the £200,000 
that the Government propose to expend this 
year. We want to have something to show 
for it at the end of the financial year. We 
have not adopted a sound policy up to date, 
one which will firmly establish cotton-growing 
on an economic basis. 

There is one other matter I desire to touch 
upon-namely, motor registration fees. A 
deputation has approached the Premier 
asking him to consider a reduction. I realise 
the difficulties that attach to the granting of 
this request, but I also realise the importance 
of it from more angles than one. Let us 
:first of all examine it from the angle at which 
the Treasurer looks at it, which after all is 
the most important-that is, the amount of 
revenue derived from motor registration fees. 
I say emphatically that the apparent policy 
of the Government to give no reduction in 
motor registration fees and no concession to 
owners of motor vehicles will have a detri­
mental effect on the Treasury as it will cause 
many of them to put their cars up on blocks 
and not re-register. 

The private owner of a 30-horse-power car 
pays a registration fee of between £10 and 
£11, and a compulsory insurance premium 
of 30s., making a total of at least £11 10s. 

Mr. Dnnstan: Why not take the case 
of a 25-horse-power car, which is nearer the 
average, 

Mr. NICKLIN: It does not: matter what 
you take, the result is the same. 

These c-ars are allowed 5 gallons of petrol 
a month, and at 2s. 6d. a gallon the owner 
would pay £7 10s. for petrol in 12 months, 
which is less than he would pay for registra­
tion fees. That means that many of these 
people will put their cars up on blocks and 
the Government will lose the registration fees 
altogether. The State will lose also because 
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these cDr O\Yners will not be spending money 
on repairs and things of that nature, and the 
Comn:om.-calth will lo~e heeause a Yery 
Yaluahle mad1ine is laicl up in time of war. 

Laying up a car is not the easy thing that 
many people imagine it is. It is thou.ght 
that in orcler to lay up a car one just dnves 
it into the garage, puts it on blocks, and leaves 
it then•. lf one dil1 that one would find in 
six months that the car was not worth bYO 
hoots. In order to keep a car in goocl con­
dition the t>ngine must be turned over occa­
sionally, otherwise corrosion takes place. 
'l'yres ·uml other parts also detel'iomte rapidly 
unless proper care is paid to them. If 
owncTs put up their cars the Treasurer loses 
revenue, money does not go into eirculation, 
and a . .-aluable asset deteriorates. How can 
we avoid that? 

I think that more sympathetic considera­
tion should l1e given to the question by the 
Trcnsmer. I suggest that >Ye should either 
take the action tllat has been taken in other 
States and bring about a reduction in regis­
tmtiou fees, or make it possible to pay regis­
tration fees by quarterly or half-yearly instal­
ments. The :n-crage Australian is an 
optimist, and he woulu say, "In a few 
months' time tllC'rc is a likelihood ot getting 
more petrol,'' and he would pay his quarterly 
registration fee, his car would be kept in 
r·omn•ission, anil the Treasurer would receive 
a little more revenue. 

Mr. Dunstan: Would not the 5 gallons a 
month still prevail'? He does not run the 
car any more \\·ith a cheaper registration fee. 

Mr. NICKLIN: I realise that, and I 
]>ointc,] ont that the average Australian is 
an optimist mHi always hopes that something 
will happen in the near future. If he has 
to pay a 12-months' registration he will pro­
bably say, "Hang it, up goes the car," bnt 
if it is a fair bet-if it is for a period of 
three months-he will ''give it a go,'' hoping 
that at the end of that time he will be able 
to get a few more gallons. 

This is a serious matter. The figures 
released by the Commonwealth Statistician 
show that there has been a 50-per-cent. 
decline in motor-vehicle registration in Aus­
tralia froni 30 June, 1940, to 30 April, 1941. 
The Treasurer knows the effect on his 
reyenue. I feel certain that if he gave 
favourable consiclemtion to either a reduc­
tion in registration fees or a svstem of 
quarterly or half-yearly payments to encour­
age people to keep their machines on the road 
he would not lose revenue thereby, and the 
economic structure of the country would 
benefit. 

In conclusion, I Tepeat that I regret that 
the Government ha\'e not taken into account 
fully the conr1itions in which the State finds 
itself at the present time. They have not, 
in ananging their expenditure, taken into 
account the request made to private indivi­
duals to keep clown non-essential expendi­
ture. Non-essential State spending should be 
cut out to enable Australia's war effort to 
get into top gear. That is not a feature of 
the Budget, and I regret it. 

I am sure that all taxpayers will regret 
that the GoYernment have not been able to 
give them some Telief, small though it might 
have been. They will be asked to meet veTy 
heavy commitments in the near future, and 
the State's policy of continuing high taxa­
tion will not help. In this Budget the 
GoYermnent have not done everything they 
could to help the taxpayeTs or to assist Aus­
tralia's war effort. 

Opposition Members: Hear, hear! 

:ilir. BRASSINGTON (Fortitude Valley) 
(12.6 p.m.) : A good financial position is the 
test of good government, and if we apply 
that test to the Budget under review, we 
must all agree that Queensland has enjoyed 
,!!;Ood government during the past fiscal year. 

I congratulate tlw Treasurer and the 
Go,·ernment associated with him on the com­
]lTehensivc manner in which the financial posi­
tion of the State has been placed before the 
Com'mittee. The Budget has been prepared 
under fonr important headings. It gives a 
comprehensive review of the State's finances 
<luring thP past 12 months. It sets out the 
Governm·ent 's achievements. It clearly states 
f2ueenslancl 's co-operation with the Common­
\YeDlth for the prosecution of a successful 
war effort. It contains hope for our people 
for the future in any planning for the new 
order. It is a very remarkable document and 
it Tepresents a changing over from the old 
order to the new. 

We are all very pleased, Mr. Gair, to see 
that once again, by sound administration and 
handling of the finances of the State, a sur­
plus has been declared, the third in succes­
~ion. It has to be understood that this has 
been achieved under Yery adverse conditions 
riming the past fisrnl year. We have been 
engaged in a tcnific war, and this has set 
u:-- many ne-.,- problems that the State had 
not to m.:et in the years gone by. The 
Gowrnment are worthy of congratulation and 
the soli<l support of the people for the 
S]Jlendid financial position in which the State 
finds itself. 

Prom time to time I have listened to hon. 
members discussing taxation, and it is indeed 
gratifying to note that at the present time, 
when the tide of taxation is rapidly rising 
in Australia, Queensland has not increased 
its taxes. 'rhe problems created by the war 
haw been many and varied, but the present 
level of taxation has been maintained by 
means of sound legislation that gave to the 
people the benefits of the greatest possible 
amount of progress. It is a great achieve­
ment that these things ran be brought about 
without the levying of additional taxation 
in such critical times as these. 

An examination of this very fine document 
shows that one of its chief phases is the 
continuance of the policy of development that 
the Government have followed for many years. 
Is there any hon. member in this Committee 
\Yho would contend that this policy of 
development should not continue P It is 
essential that we realise that a great heritage 
was bequeathed to us by the pioneers who 
\Yorkecl to develop the country and laid a 
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soii(l foundation on which we could build. 
Queensland carries a population of about one 
person to the square mile, nevertheless, in the 
midst of our g-reat war effort we find those 
who criticise the Government overlooking- the 
fad that side by side >vith our prosecution 
of the war must march further development 
of the State so that it may bo s.ettled with 
the gTeatest number of people in the shortest 
]JOs·jblc time. 

I suggest that the only >my to do that is 
to continue the policy that 1ve have followed 
up to date. In the first place, we must develop 
our primary industries by throwing open 
more land, thus encouraging closer settle· 
ment, then we must foster secondary indus­
tries and attract to our State as many people 
as possible in the shortest space of time. 

It is interesting to note, too, that any 
endeavour by hon. members opposite to curtail 
or hamper this policy will impair the State's 
progress and have a material adverse effect 
upon the splendid effort that we are now 
making to play our part with the other States 
of the Commonwealth in withstanding the 
forces of brutal aggression and coercion that 
now threaten the democracies and the 
principles of liberty and tolerance throughout 
the world. There can be no doubt that this 
policy of development must be carried out 
until Queensland is capable of carrying the 
greatest possible number of people, until by 
the development of our primary industries 
we are in a position to expand our secondary 
industries and attract to this State and train 
in it the fine:;t types of artisans so that 
those secondary industries may march along­
side our primary industries and so bring 
greater progress to Queensland. 

Last week I listened to the arguments of 
hon. members opposite against the State 
development tax. I ask them where, after 
eonsidcring the Budget and the enormous 
amount of development that has been carried 
out in this great State, there can be any 
objection to the way in which the Govern­
ment use the money raised by that tax to 
create employment, develop industry, and 
promote the welfare and advancement of 
Queensland. I think I am entitled to say 
that their arguments against the State develop­
ment tax are indeed based upon shifting 
sands, and that they are arguments that are 
not in the best interests of the State, 
especially at a time when we are passing 
through such a grave crisis as the present. 

Some very interesting tables are contained 
in the Budget, and it is only right that we 
should point out that during this Govern­
ment's term of office, and thanks to their 
policy, Queensland's primary production has 
increased from 16.5 per cent. in 1932 to 
22.6 per cent. of the Australian total. Our 
factory employment-and this is one of the 
things with which hon. members opposite flog 
t!JCir political joss from time to time, telling 
us that this State cannot compete in secondary 
industries because of the Queensland Govem­
ment 's policy-has increased by approximately 
20.2 per cent., a greater increase than that 
made in half the other States of the Common­
·,·ealth, including the one prized by hon. 

members opposite as an excellent example of 
the correct policy to pursue so far as secondary 
industries are concerned-South Australia. 

As further evidence of the wisdom of the 
policy of development pursued by this 
Government, let us take the value of the 
exports from this State. The latest figures 
that I have been able to obtain are for 
1938-39, when the approximate values of the 
chief exports from this State were-

Wool 
Butter 
Sugar 

£ 
8,500,000 
7,500,000 
4,200,000 

The percentages of this State's production 
exported overseas for the same year are also 
interesting, and I think that they should be 
made known to our people. They are-

Wool 
Butter 
Sugar 
Beef 
Cheese 

Per cent. 
97 
Sl 
57 
47 
GO 

These points are >Yorth emphasising to show 
the amount of progress made and the achieve­
ments realised, and to prove that the policy of 
this Govemment is sound and fruitful. Hon. 
members opposite, when speaking about taxa­
tion and accusing this Government of being a 
spendthrift Government, have to face up to 
ihe fact that all this has been accomplished 
in 10 years by the use of loan and other 
moneys and with an increase of only 
£14,641,000 in the public debt of the State. 
With a total increase in all the other States 
of £178,964,000, it shows that Queensland 
compares more than favourably with the other 
States of Australia in respect of the increase 
in the State public debt. I leave hon. mem­
bers opposite to attempt to refute those facts 
or, accepting them, to draw their own con­
clusions accordingly. These figures will stand 
examination and, I believe, will dispel for all 
time the accusation and misrepresentations 
indulged in by hon. members opposite. 

It is pleasing to note, too, that for the 
present financial year the Government will 
have at their disposal a sum of approximately 
£5,000,000 to be expended in a continuance of 
that very fine policy to which I have referred. 
I should like to stress partieularly to the 
people I represent some of the things that the 
Government intend to do during the coming 
year. I refer to the expenditure on air-raids­
precaution services to show that there will 
be ample protection in this city and through­
out the State for the lives and welfare of the 
citizens should we be attacked by an enemy 
from outside. 

lUr. Maher: Has anything of a definite 
nature been done~ 

lUr. BRASSINGTON: In reply to the 
question asked by the hon. member I say­
and in this I am repeating what I said during 
the Address in Reply-that if the national 
Government were fully alive to their respon­
sibility for implementing a policy whereby 
other necessary ways of protection could 



Supply. [23 SEPTEMBER.] Supply. 409 

be given tu the people, this State and the 
other Rbh's would have wry little indeed to 
complain about. 

:1\'Ir. lUal!er: Are you going to have deep 
air-raid shelters~ 

:1\'Ir. HRASSINGTON: A certain amount 
of money has been allotted to air-raids­
precaution work this year and I counsel the 
hon. member to possess his soul in patience 
and he will see the effects of a policy that 
is in the interests of the people of Brisbane. 

On the snccesHfnl construction of the 
Stanley River Dam will depend the future 
water supply to the citizens of Brisbane. I 
am glad that the Government are putting 
£347,000 aside for this purpose this year. 
Will anybody object to the advance of 
£125,000 for the purpose of continuing work 
on that magnificent institution know as the 
University where sons and dnughters, not 
only of hon. members hut of all citizens, will 
be able and entitled to go and get the best 
education it is possible to give them~ A sum 
of £348,000 has been set aside for the con­
struction of woTkers' dwelling·s and homes. I 
said the other day there was- a housing short­
age not onl:v in Brisbane but throughout the 
Commonwealth at the present time. The 
expenditure of the sum referred to is a fine 
contribution towards overcoming the difficulty 
facing the people of this State. The Govern­
ment arc setting up a special committee to 
submit proposals for a post-war building and 
housing programme. That will be VCTV neces­
sary bccausr hon. members must realise that 
when the war is over and many thonsnnds of 
our brave stalwaTts return there will be an 
urgent housing problem on our hands. It is 
better to prepare now to meet it than dilly­
dally or push it aside only to have to face up 
to it in the post->var years when finance maY 
be scarce and the problem thus impossible of 
solution. AccOTdinglv I commend the Govern­
ment for their very important contrilmtion to 
the solution of this problem in setting up a 
committee to study the problem now. 

I propose to refer to nn item in the Budget 
relating to uncontrollable expenditure, anr1 
espPcially to the fad that interest on the 
public debt, sinking fund, and exchange 
charges to-day total £G,905,000 or 32.10 pe-r 
cent. of the total expenditure of the State. 
Here is :111 immense task to be tackled. If 
my memory serves me. I think the Treasurer 
made reference to it in his Budg·et last year 
when he suggested that this enormous financial 
load should be reduced, if possible, so that 
the GPvenllnent >Yould hnve a greater amount 
of nwneY left for development and other 
important purpos0s. I have no desire to start 

:1 political controversy by referring to finan­
cial reform or allied subjects, but I do want 
to congratulate the Government, the Trea­
surer, the Right Honourable S. M. Bruce, 
Commonwealth Commissioner in London, and 
our Agent-General, Mr. Pike, on the splendid 
hit of work that they accomplished recently 
in bringing about the conversion of 
£14,000,000 of our public debt bearing interest 
at 5 per cent. domiciled in London. It is 
gratifying to know that when the effect of 
this conversion has been felt for a full 

financial year the saving in interest and 
exchange to this State will be abont £341,000. 
That was a very fine bit of business for the 
State and the gentlemen responsible for it 
are entitled to our congratulations instead 
of the criticism that usually comes from hon. 
members opposite. 

:1\'Ir. Nimmo: The Treasurer did not pass 
any of it on in reduced tnxation. 

lUr. BRASSINGTON: I have already 
pointed out that Queeu~land is probably the 
only State that is not contemplating an 
increase in taxation. I shall have a \YOrd or 
so to say about this subject later on. 

The redemption of the 7 per cent. American 
loan has saved the State about £106,000 
annually in interest and exchange. 'While 
these arrangements may lead to a lightening 
of the burden of the State it is important that 
consideration should be given to the general 
queRtion of reducing the interest burden. 
There nre many thousands of our people who 
are giYing their liYcs in defence of this 
country, and there are many thousands more 
who are '·nhscrihing as much as they can to 
prosecute the war, but my suggestion is 
tlmt the powers-that-be should thoroug~ly 
explore all avenues with the object of. trymg 
to lessen this enormous load by redncmg the 
intencst eharges not only in this State ?ut 
throughout the Commonwealth. From bme 
to time hon. members opposite have con­
tended that Queensland is receiving her fair 
share of support from the Commonwealth 
Government in the prosecution of the war 
effort. By that I mean that they are of the 
opinion tiwt this State is receiving all the 
expenditure on munition and defence work 
to which she is entitled. That is not the 
fact ancl it calls for an examination. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: Even 
the Prime Minister himself does not agree 
that Queensland is getting her fair share from 
the Commonwealth. 

}!r. BRASSINGTON: That certainly ~s 
the opinion of the Prime Minister, bnt un_tiJ 
he is in a position to alter that st:>te o.f aff~us 
there will be considerable d1ssabsfachon 
mnongst the people of Queensland. 

I am not going to give my personal opinion 
on the subject. I am going to put into the 
witness box no other tha'n the Queensland 
Chamber of Manufactures. The gentlemen 
this organisation comprises are certainly not 
sympathetic to the State Government, nor 
lYve they ever been noted for any . great 
degree of progressiveness, but I am gomg to 
quote from their report to show that they ~re 
alive to the necessity of this State's gettmg 
a better deal from the Commonwealth than 
it is receiving. An extract from the report, 
which appeared in the ''Telegraph'' of 
Thursday, 16 September, 1941, states-

'' Queensland is entitled to equal con­
sideration with the rest of the Commonwealth 
in such expenditure, not only so that an 
equitable proportion of the money with­
drawn from this State by way of loans 
a'nd taxation is spent within the State, but 
also because the spacing of factories and 
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the development of manufacturing in all 
suitable parts of Australia is one of the 
best aids to defence.'' 

I should like the ex-leader of the Opposition 
to pay attention to that sta'tement, because 
he said the other day in this Chamber that 
the Commonwealth expende<l more in this 
State than they got from it in taxation. 

'fhis article procee<ls-

' 'However, while there has been a com­
plaint of the relatively small share of wa'r 
work so far allotted to Queensland, it must 
be admitted that the Commonwealth Gov­
emment has been limited by the availability 
of suitable plant. Queensland has been and 
still is relatively deficient in this, because 
of the lack of development of secondary 
industry in previous years.' ' 

How can these gentlemen make that state­
ment agree with their oft-repeated statement 
that there has been no increase in factory 
employment in this Stute? The main theme 
of their complaint is that this Sta'to has been 
badly treated and they ask the Commonwealth 
Gc,vcmment to give Q•ueensland a better deal 
in the matter of expendituw connected wi:h 
the war effort~ 

lUr. Nimmo: Give them plant, eh? 

lUr. BRASSINGTON: I can take the llon. 
member for Oxley to my own electorate 
where there are a number of plants not 
engaged to-day in the wa'r effort, and there 
are similar instances throughout the city. 
'I'herc is a goor1l~· amount of plant available 
in the eity for defence work, and some of the 
plants engaged in the >~·;u effort are not 
employed to their full capaeity. Ta'ke the 
new munition works at RocklP'l. Some fi·n· 
months ago we were told thnt these works 
wonlrl be in production about the middle of 
the year. 

JUr. Dart: Too many strikes. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. member, 
true to time-honoured tradition, can only 
interject in the time-honoured way, but if he 
were only fair to the people he represents 
and this State he would probe at the root 
of this evil and approach the head o.f the 
a'dministration. It seems to be a ease of 
bungle, bungle, and more bungle. We read 
the other day that the opening of these 
works, instead of taking place in the next 
few weeks, will be delayed. All I have to say 
is that if this state of things is allowed to 
continue, and if we are going to waste valu­
able months before intensifying our war 
effort, we might see the end of the war before 
operations are started. That would be 
against the policy of hon. members opposite 
who enthusiastically support the war effort. 

I want to make one or two observations 
with respect to the treatment of Queensland 
by the Commonwealth in comparison with 
other Sta'tes. The Financial Statement dis­
closes that the actual amount received from 
the Commonwealth in 1940-41 was £1,096,235. 
Let us compare that with the manner that 
Western Australia, South Australia, and Tas­
mania were treated. In doing so I am not 

putting this State in the position of a mendi· 
cant State. I am merely desirous of showing 
the position in order to obtain the correct 
expenditure on the war effort that we are 
entitle<l to. If that is obta'ined then we shall 
have no complaint. 

Mr. Pie: More factories. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I was going on to 
quote from the Commonwealth Grants Com­
mission's report. The recommendation for 
1940-41 is that South Australia shall receive 
£1,000,000 from the Commonwealth. That i~ 
in accordance with the policy that has been 
in force year after year. Western Australia 
will receive £650,000, and Tasmania £400,000. 
If the claim made by hon. members regarding 
South Australia is correct it is due to the pre­
ferential treatment meted out to that State 
by the Commonwealth. By means of this 
grant that they have received year after year, 
the Government of South Australia are in a 
position to impose a lighter tax on industry 
than it is necessary to impose in other States. 
If any el'edit is due to an7body for the estab­
lishment of the plants in South Australia, 
to which lwn. members opposite refer, it is 
due to the people of the Commonwealth who 
year after ~·ear lwxe furnished the mone:;· 
to subsidise South Australia, anc1 not the 
South Australian Government. 

My point is that if hon. members opposite 
are so concerned over South Austrn lia, \Yhy 
do they not become a little patriotic, why 
do they not grow in political stature and get 
up on the hustings, on the platforms, and on 
the rostrum in this Chamber and plead the 
case for their own State so that we may get 
a fair deal and be in a position to share in 
whatever benefits may be derived from war 
expenditure, and thus enabled to play our 
part to the fullest in the war effort~ 

JUr. Pie: Without affecting Australia's 
war effort. 

lUr. BRASSINGTON: Without affecting 
Australia's war effort. 

I think the time has come when the people 
should nrge hon. members opposite and their 
Federal representatives in Parliament to se<' 
that Queensland gets justice at the earliest 
possible moment. 

'il1r. Luckins: What about the State 
Government doing it~ 

JUr. BRASSINGTON: Presumably, the 
hon. member has not read the papers during 
the last 11 years, because every citizen who 
has done so knows that our Premier, the 
hon. Mr. Forgan Smith, often accompanied 
by the Treasurer, has gone to the Loan 
Council meetings year after year, and has 
never failed to put up a vigorous and con· 
vincing fight on behalf of this State and its 
people. 

Mr. Luckins: What is the Australian 
Labour Party doing~ 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Apparently, during 
this session there are only two things thP 
hon. member has been interested in:- The 
Australian Workers' Union and the Aus­
tralian Labour Party. Australia's war effort, 
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or the question of a better ileal for this State, 
seems to be entirely beyond the hon. member's 
mental capacity. I think I have said suffl­
cient about the need for a better ileal for 
this State in regard to war expenditure. 

I take this opportunity of adding my con­
gratulations to those of the Treasurer to the 
State Government Insurance Offlce on its 
excellent performance during the past 25 
years. I include in my congratulations not 
only the Commissioner, but e\·ery other offlcer 
on the staff. 

liJr. Clayton: A monopoly. 

iUr. BRASSINGTON: It would be good 
for Queensland if more monopolies of that 
kind were developed in the interests of the 
people rather than monopolies enjoyed by 
private enterpris.e represented by hon. 
members opposite. Can the hon. member deny 
that before the State Government Insurance 
Office was instituted the field of insurance was 
the province of the private companies~ Can 
he deny that as a result of the want of a 
definite policy these companies were in a 
position to charge premiums that were 
altogether too high W We are glad to be able 
to say that the hon. member's so-called 
monopoly has done a great service to the 
State of Queensland and is to-day leading the 
way in insurance. I need only give my 
personal experience. In the years I have been 
in this Assembly, I have handled probably 
hundreds of cases of workers' compensation 
with the State Government Insurance Offlce 
in Brisbane and I am in the happy position 
of being able to say that as a result of sound 
law and administration very few of those 
cases were rejected. There is ample 
machinery to enable anyone with a just claim 
to get a fair deal. We must congratulate the 
offlce on its silver jubilee, its 25 years of 
operation, and express the hope that it will 
carry on the good work in the interests of 
the State and the people. It is an example 
of what people can rlo by co-operation and 
sound laws, if they get the opportunity. 

And that brings me to another thought. 
Would it not be a great benefit to the Com­
monwealth if the Commonwealth Bank was 
under. the control of the people to a greater 
degree than it is W Would it not be a great 
thing for the Commonwealth in the hour of 
its national need and crisis if the Common­
wealth Bank of Australia was to-day what it 
was originally intended to be, the people's 
bank controlled by the people~ 

Mr. necker: Control by politicians, 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Not necessarily so. 
The State Government Insurance Offlce is not 
controlled by politicians. 

lUr. necker: Of course it is. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: It is under the con­
trol of a commissioner. The Commonwealth 
Bank would not be controlled by politicians. 
Certainly, if politicians of the type of hon. 
members opposite controlled it, we should 
have very grave doubts as to its success. But 
that is by the way. Would it not, I repeat, 
be an excellent thing for the Commonwealth 

if the CommoNwealth Bank were OjJcrated as 
was originally intended-if instead of being 
a bankers' bank for the use of the associate(1 
banks, as it is to-day, it was a people's bank 1 

Hon. members opposite, who scoff at the 
possibility of the Commonwealth Bank's again 
becoming a people's bank, cannot deny that 
in the years that it was a people's bank it 
successfully handled all the financial tr·ans­
actions of Australia, and in the period from 
1914 to 1918 when Australia was at war--

lUr. Barnes: Under the good old Aus­
tralian Labour Party. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. member 
who interjects apparently does not know much 
about the Commonwealth Bank, credit, or 
anything else. If he desires to educate him­
self he can do so by a study of ''Australia's 
Government Bank,'' by Professor J auncey, in 
the library. The Commonwealth Bank ren­
dered Australia an immense service during 
the last war, and if to-clay it was a people's 
bank, controlled by a sympathetic Govern­
ment and not representatives of the Broken 
Hill Proprietary Limited, it would again 
render great service. 

!Ir. nunstan: What about: the recom­
mendations of the Banking Commission? 

JUr. BRASSINGTON: Those recommenda­
tions cost Australia many thousands of pounds 
to secure. They were published in book form, 
but because the commissioners recommended 
certain reforms and the necessary alteration 
in control, so far as we know they are in thc 
dusty pigeon-holes of the Treasurer at 
Crmberra. All these facts accumulate against 
the present administration of the Common­
wealth Bank and the mismanagement by 
friends of hon. members opposite. 

~rr. Ed"~ards: What about the Taxation 
Inquiry Commission~ 

JUr. RRASSINGTON: It is apparent the 
hon. member has never read it. He should do 
so and find out all about it for himself. 

Despite what hon. members opposite may 
say, this war has brought about extraordinary 
conditions, extraordinary financial conditions 
among them, and it will make it necessary in 
the end to reorganise the financial system and 
evolve a better one so that burdens will fall 
more equitably upon the shoulders of all the 
people of the Commonwealth of Australia. 
I believe that the Commonwealth Bank, con­
trolled in the interests of the people, can 
render great service in realising that ideal. 

Mr. Barnes: Tell us how. 

Mr. BRASSJNGTON: There is no need 
for me to tell the hon. member how, because, 
as he seems to be the A.B.C. in everything 
connected with finance, it would be an insult 
to do so. 

I desire to lay stress upon one feature of 
the Budget that concerns me personally-the 
decision of the Government to help the 
tobacco industry as much as possible. This 
is an important question. It is a valuable 
industry, and the greater the value of the 
production each year, the better for our State, 
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and the greater the benefit enjoyed by the 
JlCOflle. It may interest you to knmY, Mr. 
(:air-although you m·c not a smoker-that 
there is a shortage of tobacco, and that Fe 
>Yho smoke rather h( avily \Yill soon be on 
rations. If for no reason other than that, I 
am glat1 to see that the Govemmeut han' 
encomagcd this industry, that thev >Yill 
encourage it, and that every possible m'eans is 
~King ime·,tigatcd in an endeavour to place 
1t on the soundcst possible footing. 

It has been pointed out that last year the 
tobacco production of Queensland was 
2,000,000 lb., whereas the total consumption 
of Anstralia is .approximately 20,000,000 lb. 
a year. There Is a b·emenclous gap between 
\Yhat we proilute ancl what we CllllSmue, but 
I believe that because of the policy pmsued 
hy this GoYemment that gap will be bridgec1. 
We have suitable land and enthusiastic inen 
on it who will play their part, and they \Vill 

he enconraged under the excellent system of 
UoYrrnment ai<l set out in the Bmlcret we aTe 
nO\Y considering. 

0 

The Treasurer has referred to post-war 
plmming.. I think he was \Vise in sounding 
that natwnal note, and in bringing this 
J.mttter before the people at present, because, 
If we aTe going to grapple successfully >vith 
!he prob~ems that will descend upon us, now 
JS the time to lay the foundation for our 
planning. Having made rr start, let the 
Government ani! the people under their able 
gnid:m~e continue the policy laid dmm, so 
that tins State will be in the best position of 
all the States to face up to the difficulties 
that will arise when the war is over. 

C:an any hon. member point to any other 
State that. has laid any foundation for post­
war plannmg along the same lines as Queens­
land? He cannot. The other States are 
Hlel'?ly trrlking about it. While they are 
tHlkmg Queensland is acting. \Ve are pleased 
to see that a basis has been laid down and 
t h~ t the policy will go on to bigger and better 
thmgs. A number of men have returned from 
overseas already. There can be no doubt 
that ~nder the post-war planning now in 
operabon the Government are considering the 
welfare o.f the~e men, and ways and means of 
co-operatwn with the Commonwealth Govern­
ment in furthering their welfare. Thousands 
more will return; financial problems will 
descend upon us in the future. All these 
t~ings envisage looking into the future, plan­
nmg for the future, and I am glad to know 
that the Treasurer has sounded that note and 
set in operation this policy in the interests 
of the Government and of the people of 
Queensland. 

In conclusion, let me say that I notice that 
the Treasurer encourages the people to take 
a bright view of the future, despite the many 
c1ifficulties that are with us, and others that 
lie ahead of everyone. Anyone who reads 
the Budget, who sees the splendid progress 
made in Queensland during the past 12 
months, who sees in it full evidence of an 
endeavour to develop this State to the fullest 
extent, will be encouraged bv the Treasurer's 
outlook, will turn towards "the sunrise with 

every confidence and a full l'C·alisution that 
we shall come sucecssfnlly through all our 
troulJles. and that this State will become the 
greatest State of a great Commonwealth, and 
the CommomYealth the greatest country in 
the world. 

Tile SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. E. J. Walsh, :\Iirani) (12.45 p.m.): 
This is the first opportunity I have had, Mr. 
Gair, of c·ongratnlating you upon your eleva­
tion to the position of Chairman of Com­
mittces, and I .ioin >Yith other hon. members 
in saying that I think you arc fully qualified 
to occupy that important office. I know 
that you have the tart and capacity that are 
necessary to enable a Chairman to give the 
decisions that mean mud1 to the tkeornm of 
this Chamber. 

I ,-,]so congratulate the Treasmcr upon the 
very fine Budget he has brought down on this 
occasion. It will be accepted, I think, as 
one of outstanding merit, as it has given us 
a true picture of the financial position and 
the position of the State general!~·. It is a 
clocument that will be read by everyone 
interested in investing money in the indus­
tries of the State. Of course, the Treasurer 
could have indulged in a good deal of politi­
cal propaganda, but it can be truthfully said 
that the Budget presented to us has been 
shorn of anything resemblin.g it. All reason 
able men will agree that the Treasurer set 
out to show to the people .iust what the 
State has done on the financial side as well 
as the production side, and what Queensland 
is doing in regard to the war effort. 

There has been a great deal of talk from 
time to time about the need for a united 
war effort. The Government of Queensland 
haYe in the past two years given a lead in 
that direction, but their example does not 
appear to have been acceptable to other 
parties, not only in this State, but in other 
States of the Commonwealth. I go so far 
as to say that no Government-and particu­
larly no leader of a Government in Australia 
-have had less to say on political matters 
during the war than the present Labour 
Governnfent in Queensland, and the Premier 
of this State. 'fhe Government and the 
Premier have stood up to their responsi­
bilities and have indulged in political 
criticism only when invited to do so by hon. 
members opposite. To the credit of this 
Government and the leader of the party in 
Queensland it can be said that they have 
refrained from indulging in anything that 
might haYe a retari!ing influence on the war 
effort of the Federal Govemnfent. 

ReYerting to the general election and com · 
paring the policy speeches delivered by the 
respective leaders-it is hard to distinguish 
behYeen those in Opposition-we must admit 
that that delivered to the electors of Queens· 
land on behalf of the Labour Party by the 
Premier was similar to the Budget presented 
to the Committee by the Treasurer. It 
stated the situation to the people of the 
State, ani! pointed out the obligations that 
rest upon them in the stirring times we arc 
passing through because of the war. But 
that did not appear to be acceptable to the 
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then leader of the Opposition and his party, 
beenuse they immediately flew round the 
conntry, criticised the Premier as a dictator, 
anrl raised the Public Safety Act as a major 
issue in the election. I maclc the Public 
t:lnfot~· Act a major issue in my electmate 
aJlil that is why, amongst other things, we 
were returned i>ith a majority. Neverthe­
less, the Opposition thought that they had a 
_g·oorl trump card to p!ny and that it would 
h:1n' the effect of defeating some of our 
~nndirlates, but it \YUS obvious that they had 
no rlesit·o to form a Government because they 
dirl not nominate enough political candidates 
for that purpose. 

JUr. Barnes interjected. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I haYe no time to listen to the hon. member, 
and for very definite reasons. I cannot use 
1 he lnnguage that I should like to use, and 
i -hall merely proceed on my way. I haYe 
Eo de,ire to take any notice of him. 

The Public Safety Act was made a major 
issue of the eledions ,,·ith the iclea of defeat­
in_g Labour wudiclates, particularly in the 
metropolitan area, but it is to the ·credit of 
the people that they recognised at once that 
thL• Labour Government were endeavourino· 
to rlo their best to meet any emergency that 
might arise in the event of an invasion of 
tlti, country. That is more or less eYident 
from the recent blackout trials-I do not 
mean a political hlaekout. (Laughter.) 
'l'he splendid response to the appeal by the 
Minister in charge of civil defence; Mr. 
Hanlon, throughout the length and breadth 
of Queensland shows that the people will 
follow so long as they are given the right 
lead. It is to the credit of the people that 
they have responded so well to the appeal 
~hat has been made with the object of deal­
lng \nth the unfortunate circumstances that 
mol.'>' arise here in common with other coun­
tries. 

J l owc,·er, not being content with their 
defeat. hon. members opposite sought to rlraw 
a screen or a cloak across the eyes of the 
]WO] •le by forming what they called a united 
party. As far as I can see, there are more 
parties than ever on the other side of the 
Chamber. Even in their attempt to amal­
gamate the two parties that existed on their 
side prior to the last election there has been 
some criticism amongst former members of 
the parties. It is interesting to note that 
fmt her afield in the Federal arena the same 
('ry has gone forth. The Federal Govern­
ment have such a slender majority that they 
insist on telling the people that nothing else 
will enable them to win the war but the 
formation of a national Government. If they 
had a majority of 10 or 12 or any number 
that would enable them to bludgeon their 
legislation through the Federal House they 
would not be concerned about making· a pro­
posal to the Labour Party to join in the 
formation of a national Government. 

It is also interesting to note that although 
there was a certain amount of disunity 
amongst the Federal Labour Party prior to 
the Federal elections and before the war, 
we know that it is the only political party in 

Australia that has become united. The 
Labour Party, led by Mr. Curtin, was pre­
pared to sink the cliffeTences that existed 
between its members and so those who had 
broken away from the official Labour PaTty 
were taken back into the fold. The Labour 
Party has indicated that it is willing to do. 
the job of helping in the waT effort by lend­
ing its aid to the Federal Government in 
canying out anything that may be worth 
\vhile foT this pmpose. 

'l'hat is not only acknowledged by the 
pl'esent Prime Minister, but it has also been 
acknowledged by Mr. Menzies, the ex-PTime 
:llinister. No hon. member of this House can 
say that John Curtin and the members of the 
Labour Party who follow him in the Federal 
spbere are not giving of their best towards 
the war effort. 

This is interesting when you c.ome to 
rpmember that the present Prime Minister-
1 do not wish to say anything derogatory of 
him, for he has a big job ahead of him and 
it is not the time for anyone to indulge in 
criticism of his leadership until we see what 
he is going to do OT what he proposes to do. 

Honourable )!embers: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY I<' OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
1\f r. Fadden came to Queensland with the 
objLCt Of r>atcbing U]J the gap that 
existed in the local anti-Labour forces. To 
what extent he has been successful can only 
b-o seen as time elapses. 

Mr. I>ecker: You are making a party 
speech. 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
And I am going to do so. 

:J}lr. Decker again interjected. 

The CHAIRliAN: Order! I wish to 
inform the hon. member for Sandgate that 
I a'm in charge of the Committee, and it is 
my duty to decide if an hon. membeT 's speech 
is relevant to the subject OT not. 

Government j}fembers: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
\Yhen the hon. membeT for Sandgate inter­
rupted I was arguing that it had been 
acknowledged that :\ir. Cm·tin and the 
Labour Party had given of their best and 
that Mr. Fadden, in his capa'city as Deputy 
or Acting Prime Minister, had visited 
Queensland with the object of endeavouring 
to bridge the gap in the disunited forces 
opposing Labour in Queensland. How far 
he was successful can only be judged as 
time goes on. We on this side of the 
Chamber are of opinion that the present 
Opposition will continue to remain as the 
Opposition Pa'rty for quite a long period yet. 

It is interesting to note that a prominent 
member of the Country Party, the hon. mem­
ber for Isis, who is now the leader, whip, 
secretary, and everything else, is not in accord 
\'\ith the so-called unity that has taken place. 
I propose, for the benefit of hon. members 
who may not have read what the hon. member 
for Isis thinks of the new party that ha's 
been formed, to quote what he said of it, as 
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reported in the Bundaberg ''News-Mail'' on 
Monday, 16 June, 1941-

,' The meeting voiced its appreciation of 
the stand taken by Mr. Brand in remain­
ing loyal to the Country Party. Speakers 
contended that a strong and virile Country 
Party organisation was essential to the 
welfare of the primary and secondary 
industries, particularly as a review of agri­
cultural economy was needed owing to war 
disability.'' 

Then it proceeded-

'' Mr. Brand outlined the circumstances 
leading up to the formation of the Country­
National organisation, which be believed 
would become wholly metropolitan. He 
believed there was an attempt, backed by 
strong, financial interests, to smash the 
Country Pa'rty, because of its allegiance to 
the primary producer. 

''These forces, he claimed, would strike 
cunningly under the cloak of fostering a 
united war effort. The fallacy of this dis­
guise was blatantly transparent from its 
inception when it was decided to ignore the 
Country Party organisation, nine members 
of which were serving with the A.I.F., 
which was admitted by the Country­
Natio·nal president, Sir Fergus McMaster. 
The Country Party would continue to 
organise on the basis of its separate entity, 
allowing its representatives to co-operate 
with other parties in Parliament for the 
furtherance of the nation's war effort.'' 

'l'hat is the opinion expressed by an hon. 
member of this House of some 20 years' 
standing. He apparently has summed up the 
position by concluding that after all the pro­
posal of unity was merely made for the pur­
pose of getting the primary producer round 
the neck and strangling him for good politic­
ally. In other words, the move was one to 
break down the organisation that had meant 
so much to. the Country Party and was taken 
in prosecution of an endeavour to elevate 
the United Australia Party into the Govern­
ment of this State, and also to enable the 
financial interests to obtain a greater control 
of members of the Opposition than they 
have had in the past. 

In all probability, the creation of this 
so-called united party was brought about 
largely by financial interests, who, as hon. 
members know, are mainly concerned with 
dividends. 

A reference has been made in the Chamber 
to a letter that was supposed to have had 
some connection with this amalgamation of 
the Opposition parties in this State. I want 
to be fair enough to the ex-leader of the 
Opposition, the hon. member for West More­
ton, to say that I do not think he wrote that 
letter, and I do not think he would stoop to 
such a low level as to do it; but I do believe 
he has round him now the machine that did 
descend to write that letter and also endea­
voured to bring about his downfall within his 
own party. It is obvious that somebody 
associated with the hon. member's own organi­
sation wrote that letter. It is all the more 

interesting to find that an inquiry into the 
letter, which was claimed to be a forgery, 
according to the Sunday Press, was not 
handled by the State police, as is ordinarily 
the case in such matters. There would appear 
to be some reason for keeping it away from 
the legal officers or the Police Department in 
this State. That reason, of course, would be 
known only to those handling the matter. 
Apparently it was handed over to the Com­
monwealth Investigation Officers, whereas 
similar cases of forgery have been handled 
by the Police Department of Queensland. Hon. 
members on both sides of the Chamber are 
entitled to dni.w their own conclusions as to 
the reason for that. Obviously there was 
something to hide, but I do not think it was 
something to the discredit of the ex-lea'der 
of the Opposition. 

After all, we have had an election at which 
all these things were raised, and the people 
in no uncertain way voiced their determina­
tion to have a Labour Government for another 
three years. During the election campaign 
all the points that could be raised-personal 
and otherwise-against the Leader of this 
Government were raised by certain members 
of the Opposition parties, but despite that 
the Labour Party was returned with a 
ma,jority similar to the majority it has held 
for the last nine years. 

My comments on this occasion are prompted 
by the remarks that have been made by 
various speakers of the other side. Although 
they have in a half-hearted wa!. argue~. t!tat 
we should have unity, paltry pohtlca_l cnhc1sm 
has characterised their speeches, w1th one or 
two exceptions. 

When we come to consider the happenings 
in Federal politics since the outbreak of the 
war it has to be said that Mr. Menzies, despite 
his failings, is a man of ability. It appears 
to have been a peculiarity of anti-Labour 
parties throughout the history of that Govern­
ment that they were never prepared to recog­
nise ability; they wanted some tool that 
could be driven along by the financial 
interests outside-someone who would ''do a 
job" in the interests of the big financial 
concerns and not in the interests of the 
people. 

That brings me to the report of the recom­
mendation for the appointment of a former 
Premier of Queensland, Mr. E. G. Theodore, 
as Commonwealth Co-ordinator-General of 
Works. We know that certain responsible 
members of the Menzies Government were wil­
ling to recommend it, but the rabble of the 
United Australia Party served a demand on 
Mr. Menzies that the recommendation be not 
proceeded with because, in their view, Mr. 
Theodore was the wrong man. The only crime 
-call it crime if you will-that they could 
bring against Mr. Theodore was that he was a 
Labour man and had been a Labour leader in 
Queensland, and had been a successful Labour 
leader in both Queensland and F'ederal spheres. 
That was an instance in which Mr. Menzies 
refused to recognise ability in the same way as 
did his own party. He was concerned more 
with the political aspect-what effect it 
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would have on his party generally if Mr. Theo­
dore 1vas appointed to the position. We know 
the result. Nothing further was heard of the 
recommendation by responsible Ministers for 
the appointment of Mr. Theodore to the posi­
tion now held by Sir Harry Brown, who is 
another very cap a hle man. 

It must be con~eded that no important posi­
tion that has been filled because of war 
activities has been given to any man who 
has been actively associated with the Labour 
Party in this country, with the exception of 
MT. J. B. Ohif!ey. It is remarkable that the 
men have never been chosen who have in any 
1vay actively assisted the Labour Party, 
whereas a number of the appointees have 
given aetive support to anti-Labour Parties. 

I remind hon. members that the proposed 
nppointment of MT. E. G. 'l'heodore as 
Co-ordinator-General of Works leads to the 
,., lioh' qnestion of disunity in the Fedeml 
snlwre. The rabble of the United Australia 
Party-and rightly do I term them so, 
inasmuch flS that is all they were-were 
prepared to come forth and say they could 
agree to such an appointlllent only so long· 
ns it fitted in ,,·ith their ideas of a man's 
ahility to carry out the work to suit their own 
party. If we rearl the names of those who 
demanded of Mr. Mcnzies that he should not 
proceed with the appointment, there are very 
few hon. members, even on the Opposition 
benches of this Chamber, who will contend 
that any of them were anything near to the 
calibre of Mr. E. G. Theodore. 

Again, in the ousting of Mr. Menzies from 
leadership, a set-up appears to h:we heen 
deliberately organised. Whether the nniterl 
parties in this State had anything at all to 
do with it we have no knowledge, but the 
story makes very interesting reading. Recog­
nising that Mr. Menzies had been accepted 
ns having the ahility necessary to carry out 
the duties of Prime Minister, we feel it to 
be remm·kable that durinQ' the most critical 
period in the country's history they shonld 
set nlJont the undermining of the m:m who 
llad heen returned as leader of their own 
GoYemment. He had to step down to satisfy 
the interests of a few disgruntled supporters 
of his own party. I said at the outset that 
I had no desire to say anything about 
Mr. Fadden. 

An Opposition illember: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I qualify that-I may have mnch to say in 
the future. There is much I should like to 
say to-day, but it is only fair to Mr. J<'adden 
that he should be given a chance to show how 
he measures up to the standards of lea dcrship. 

lUr. Nimmo: You killed the other man. 

Tl1e SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The Labour Party never killed Mr. Thfenzies. 

In the daily Press of the past few days we 
read reports of the existence of some secret 
fund in the Federal sphere that has been used 
during the war period. It is contended that 
this fund has been in existence since 1917. 
Curiously enough, Mr. Scullin denies the 

existence of any such fund during his term 
of office, and it is well to remember that the 
only time Labour has been in office since 191fi 
was when the Scullin Government occupied 
the Treasury benchPs. 

He denies that any such fund-a fund used 
for the pmposcs for which this fund has 
been used, I take it-existed under his 
regime, or if it did he says he had no know­
ledge of it. Then we notice that the anti­
Labour Press are keenly desirous of having 
the debate on this matter confined to the 
secret fund. They c1o not desire that the 
other phases that have been opPnecl up in 
the documents presented to Mr. CUI·tin 
should he discussed bccanse snch discussion 
would revenl to the public of .\ustralia just 
how far the financial and other big interests 
intel'fcre with the Government who are in 
power at the present time in the Federal 
Parliament. 

ilir. Nimmo: You know all about it. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I leave it to the hon. gentleman to deny it. 
Jt l1as hPen suggested tltn t there were cer­
tain telephone rings to a responsible member 
of the vVar Council-not the War Cabinet. 
It woulrl appear, from thesc reports in the 
Prpss. tlwt cc't·tain informntion relating to 
the Bwlgct that was to he hl'Oug·ht rlown was 
eonvevcd to thl' finnnci:d houses mHl other 
<·oninlPr(·Jal l:o(1ies. That is a very serious 
thing in thP life of anv Govemment, and I 
have my own n';tsons for believing that the 
Press nre not so anxious to haYe that phase 
of it cliseussed, bernnsf' we have to throw 
oHr minds bark to the famous Thomas case 
in Grent Britnin in which exactly the same 
thing happened. .Jimmy Thomas, who was a 
''rat '' from the La hour Party-and they 
are the l'COJ'le who usually do the dirty work 
for the anti-Labour parties-did exactly the 
same is is being- charged against a respon­
sible l\finister in this country, and if the 
Minister eoneerncd has any good in him at 
all he 1vill do just as Jimmy Thomas has 
done-resign and get out of the business; 
that is, of course, if he is g·uilty. If he is 
not prepared to carry out the oath of office 
that he has taken on acceptance of the posi­
tion he holds, then it is his duty to hand it 
over to somebody else, and it is the duty of 
the Government, and the party in charge of 
the government of this country, to see that 
that is done. 

There is not the slightest doubt that there 
may be some g-round for believing that there 
is such a fund as has been mentioned. It 
has been contended by the Government 
interests that the fund has been used to 
counter subversive activities, but it seems 
ridiculous to sug-g-est that a fund of £4,000 
would combat subversive activities. Even if 
we accept that phase of it, the Federal 
Leader of the Labour Party, who has seen 
material associated with this matter, has 
come to the conclusion that the work that 
has been done by these people was done 
against the Labour Party, and I believe that 
there is something in that. When we cast 
our minds back over the history of politics 
in this country we realise that money, which 
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has no conscience, is prepared at any time 
to buy the support of any opposing party 
in order to gain control of the Government 
benches and legislate in their o>vn way. We 
can look back to many instances of this in 
Australia. We can go back to 1916-17, a 
period >vhen there is not the slightest doubt 
that the money-bags got in amongst the 
Labour Party. 

Mr. Decker: Are they still here? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member did his share of it, too, I 
think. I can remember, too, that when they 
were not successful in the Senate, we had the 
famous case of the Senator from Tasmania, 
the case in which a certain party required 
only another representative to come over 
to its side in 1917. The Tasmanian Senator 
took ''a turn'' on top of the steps and 
obtained a nl'edical certificate that he was not 
fit to conduct his duties as Senator thus 
giving the opposing party complete con'trol of 
the position. ~We come a little further and we 
know that it was attempted in this House. 
A member of this side was offered a bribe 
of £3,000 because the Labour Government's 
~najority was so small that they thought that 
1f they could buy him over they would wreck 
the Government. 

JUr. Lucldns: Did he take it? 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
If the hon. member knew the history of the 
c~se, he would not be past offering it to 
h1m. . These people would sink to any level 
to brmg about a downfall of the Labour 
Party or a Labour Government. 

. It is interesting to note that at the present 
time we have many so-called industrial 
organisers-allegedly Labour men-who 
have been able to tour the length and 
breadth of Queensland. I can remember that 
t~ere :was a. time when some of the organisa. 
bans m wh1ch they were interested were not 
in a position to pay their salaries because 
anti-Labour in power from 19:29 to 1932 so 
cut about the building activities and other 
forms of indusb·ial undertaking that men 
:vere thr?•:n out of employment and were not 
m a pos1tlon to pay levies and consequently 
not able to pay their officials: These sam~ 
men aro touring the whole of Queensland at 
~;he present ~time advocating a certain course 
m regar~ to a country engaged in war. They 
are gettmg a story whispered far and wide 
but when they come out into the open w~ 
sha_ll be able to tackle them. Their job is to 
spht the Labour vote if a Federal election is 
held between now and December· that is 
their only job. It is up to ind~strialists, 
generally, throughout this S'tate to tear the 
mask off these agitators who are going 
through. Quee1:sland_ w~th the idea of bringing 
ab_out dlSruptwn >nthm the Labour Party of 
tlns State. This party will meet all the 
challenges thrown out by the section of agita­
tors I refer to. 

Let me now come to the question of a 
national Government. I remarked before the 
lvncheon adjournment that the only motive 
behind the desire of the Government to form 
a national Government was to be found in 

the slender majority they had. Let us com 
pare the position in Australia with oth<•t 
countries who aro members of the Britisl' 
Commonwealth of Nations. Is there 
national Government in Canada, New Zealand 
or South Africa~ Would anybody say that 
any one of those three countries was not 
doing its bit so far as the war effort is con~ 
cernecl ~ As there is no reply from hon. mem~ 
hers of the Opposition, I take it that thos1 
countries are doing their utmost in the wa1 
effort against Nazi-ism and Fascism through­
out Europe. 

Jir. Maher: The British Government gave 
a lead. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I,ANDS: 
And the hon. member has given me :1 

lc·ad. The British Government forme,] " 
national Government, but circumstances ill 
Britain are entirely different from what they 
are here. Over the years anti-Labour GoY~ 
ernmenh in Great Britain made such a mess 
in the matter of preparedness that it was 
necessary for the industrial Labour leader' 
to pull them out of the morass. That is the 
explanation, and hon. members cannot deny 
it. 

}Ir. Nimmo: What about Ramsay 
:\IacDonald ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANnS: 
A very interesting story of another man who 
ratted from the Labour Party. Rats from 
the Labour Party are the people who dD tlle 
dirty work for the anti-Labour partlcc:. 
When Ramsay MacDonald' faced the peoplE 
of that country as the leader of the National­
Labour Party, there were only 12 National­
Labour men returned against the 458 Conser~ 
vative members returned. They were the 
people who kept MacDonald in because he 
was good enough to form the Government. 

'The statement has been made in this country 
that Labour is prepared to govern >vhen i,i 
is given a complete mandate by the peoplP. 
That has always been Labour's policy. We 
refuse to be associated with any other party 
or numbers of other parties that come along 
to us with the idea of bargaining. And T 
may say that part of the bargaining might 
be in the nature of corrupting members of 
Parliament. In this State Labour has sho·wn 
that it is capable of governing when given 
a mandate by the people. The Labour Part:,· 
has ber>n successful in New Zealand when• 
it has a complete mandate, and it will he 
successful in the Commom..ealth sphcr • if 
the people will give it a clear mandate. 

There are a few remal"ks that I should likP 
to make in connection >Yith--

~Ir. Nimmo: The Budget. 

The SECRETARY l<,OR PUBLIC LANHS: 
The hon. gentleman will live and learn. If c 
should know that the Chairman of Committees 
controls debates in this Chamber, as thP 
Chairman of Committees has already told the 
hon. member for Sandgate. The hon. 
member for Oxley will liYe and learn and one 
of the things he will learn is that in this 
debate an hon. member may ramble over the 
countryside, as hon. members opposite have 
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done in tl1eir speeches on this debnte. ~When 
I get to the Bmlgct I shall give the hon. 
nwm!Jey ample material that willlwve a direct 
c·'Jn:wct ion. with "·hnt I am saying, !Jut I am 
takmg tins opportunit;·, the onl:;· one that 
presents itself to me in this Chamber, to 
mn ke n few rrmm·ks concerning the questions 
that I have discussed. 

The hon. mcmlwr for JHaree made some 
rcfercnc' to the A nstralian \Vorkers' Union 
:m~ here agnin is nn attempt to create dis­
umt;· :nucmgot the industrinl seetion of the 
party to >Yhich I belong. If there is one 
thing thnt nll hon. memberJ should he doing 
nt thr m.oment, it is to endeavour to bring 
a bout wuty nmong ;t all industrial bodies so 
as to lwn) n compkte ;me] united organisa­
tion for the prodllrtion of those things that 
:11'<' JJcrc,snr"' to equip our men who h:n,e gone 
o-verscos. rrllc bo:n. 111C'n:hcr for ~farce has, 
in this Clwm her, n' tcmptrc1 to conc1cmn an 
organication that hns done much usefnl work 
for tl1is conntr.v and for the >YOJ'kers-I have 
;\'et to know that the hon. member for :M:aree 
has done much useful >York for this country. 
I want to say that the Australian ~Workers' 
Union has been thanked by the Fec1eral 
Govcmment for its activities in connection 
with industry and unionism in this State 
since the war began. 

Mr. Nimmo: Where did you see that? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA"\DS: 
I saw it in the Press. 

Mr. Nimmo: You cannot believe all that 
you see in the Press. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I do not think thc•t the mind of the hon. 
gentleman would allow him to believe the 
truth. Thnt reminds me of a remark by the 
mover of the Address in Reply, the hon. mem­
ber for Gn:-gory, Mr. Denies. He said thnt 
~he worker~ of this country were Yery much 
m ten• ,trc1 lll the outcome of the wm·, and 
he went on to a?d that tlJc.\· were the people 
who ''ere hcnnng the brunt of the wnr. 
Despite 1\'klt ma;~· be snicl to the contrary bv 
hon. m:n:hrrs 011posite, I \Yflnt to ~3y vdth 
emplulf'Is 1-l~:•t- I ~wrcc >Yith what the hon. 
mrm her for G re gory snid in thP course of his 
speech, !mcl I wnnt to t<:'ll hon. members 
oppositP thnt the Austrnlirm \Vorkers' Union 
wns hailt np on oppression similnr to that 
whi~h is heing inflicted on people in various 
conntrir•e thronglwut Europe. Exact.lv the 
s:1mc thing·, thnt nre happening in Europe 
happen·(] in this conntry, too, although to a 
smnller rkgrc<:'. At thnt time, the cnpitnlists 
ancl tlw m1scrnp'1lons emplo~·ers 1\'ere pre­
pnrcr1 to shoot tlwir own kith and ],in in 
this r·onnh-:· lwcnuse thcv >n're fighting for 
a fair dcoL · · 

GoYernmrnt llfembers: Hear, hear! 
The SECRETjRY FOR PUBLIC I,ANDS • 

That is 1hc renl hnsis of the historv and 
orp;anintion of the A nstrnlinn IV orkers' 
·union. "!\0 mnttcr how it was known, whether 
as thr J\fnchine Shearers' Association the 
Anstrnlinn :\'orkers' Ascociation, or hy any 
nthn ll:lmc m the pastornl inc1nstry the fact 
l'Cmaim thd unscrnpulous cmploye;s in this 

194}-P 

State were prepared to shoot their own kith 
and kin rather than give them a fair deal 
in the government of this country. There, 
fore', when those employers get up and make 
the plea of what should bo clone for the 
improYcmcnt of ihis Rtatc, >Ye hnve to reminc1 
them of >Yiwt tl:ey did after the last war. 
They lwd ewn stnted what they are doing in 
this >vnr. Cnscs cnn ll<~ cited even to-day in 
connection with men >vho have rcturncit from 
the present wnr -that are a disgrace to the 
Commonwealth Government.' 

Mr. Edwards: You are doing all the 
harm yon can. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member for Nanango has become 
a very mellowed nmn ever since I have 
entereJ this Chamber. l want to e;ongratnlate 
him on the t>YO speeches he made during 
this session. They measure up to whnt is 
required of hon. members generally. Since 
members of his party ha:Ve askecl hon. mem­
bers on this side to express their views as 
they have done, I believe the obligation is on 
us to do so. 

No matter what may be said of the Austm­
lian Workers' Union, it is an organisation 
that has had a good record in this State. It 
would take more tha'n ihe hon. member for 
:Marcc, and his snpporters who may desire 
to c1o so, to bring about its downfall. A 
>Yhilc ngo I referred to certain agitators who 
v:cre tourin_g Qucenslnnr1 presumably to bring 
~ t.out rlisru)Jtion amongst industrial organi­
srctions in this State particu1a'rly. I believe 
they are heing paid bv someone opposed to 
Ln bour. I remember a similar happening in 
19i\5, >Yhen n similar pc 'lition occurred. The 
Communist Pm·ty sent up its agitators to this 
i'ita1e R1lf1 succeeded in bringing about. a 
s1ril:c in the sugar inrlustr:·. It rema'inecl 
for the cmplo;l'ing section to join hands \\ith 
thP Anstrnlinn WorkPrs' Fnion to bring nbout 
the ckfent of that Communist Party, whose 
enc1cavour wns to srcure the dov:nfnll of 
:mionism in the sugar industry. 1t i~ inter­
('-;ting to note, no mntter >Yhnt the llon. mem­
ber may say abont t11e Anstrnlian \Vorkers' 
Union, tha't during the period of his own 
Government-the anti-Labour Go.-ernmcnt, 
who were in power in this S'tate from 1929 
to 1932-the industry that is the biggest 
employer of Australian \Vorkers' Union n!em­
bers in this State, 11amely, the canegrowers' 
organisation, were preprll'ed to ignore the Act 
brought down by the Moore Government, pro­
hibiting the court from granting pref<:'rcnce 
to unionists. They continued to give prefer­
ence to unionists during the whole period of 
the Moore Government, and they cli<l so b;' 
agreement with the Australian .,IV orkcrs' 
Union. That in itself is recognition of the 
fact tha't the employing organisations in that 
great industry are willing to recognise thnt 
the Australia'n Workers' Union desires indus­
trial stability within it. 

Since hon. members opposite are desirous 
that I should tell them something nhout 
Queensland industries, I propose to do so, 
particularly as that is one of the important 
phases of the Budget speech. The general 
tendency of hon. members opposite is to decTy 
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Qneensla'nd industries. Vife hear the argument 
and discussion of hon. members opposite, one 
::lfter the other, that Queensland is the 
highest-taxed State in the Commonwealth, 
and that this fact militates against the 
development of industries, particularly second­
:uv industrie·o. It is obvious that those hon. 
:members have not studied the numerous pub­
lirntions that come to them as members of 
J'arlianwnt because in them details :ne set 
out showing the expansion that secomla.ry an(] 
prjmary industries have made. 'l'hose facts 
;;rr- to he had in the statistical pnblica'tions, 
where tlw position is made clear. 

Let me touch first on the question of taxa­
tion. T remarked, during the course of tl1c 
'pcceh of the Leader of the Opposition on 
llw Appropriation Bill, that this State had 
not increased the rate of income tax since 
1932. That statement is still correct. When 
one looks over the Australian position gener­
:dly, one sees how favourable to Queensland 
is the case in this respect. The percentage 
increases of taxation, and the figures I will 
give in support of my statement, will show 
that this has had a very material effect on 
the expansion of industry in Queensland, 
apart from the fact that we still are able to 
maintain the lowest percentage of nnemploy­
ment, the highest wage of any State, and the 
1owest cost of living. 

Now let me quote figures comparing the 
taxation increases in the Oommonweath and 
the States between 1934-35 and 1939-40-

Commonwealth 
New South Wales 
Virtoria 
Queensland .. 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
All Governments 

Increase. 

£ 
31,25(1,000 

8,718,000 
3,717,000 
2,270,000 
1,:35:J,OOO 
1,294,000 

601,000 
49,182,000 

Increase. 

Per cent. 
53·19 
62·4-t 
41·32 
!34·07 
41·41 
53·12 
48·98 
51·65 

Qneenslan(l, which is allegedly the highest 
taxeu State, sho>vs, in fac-t, the lmvest 
inrreao.:; in Au tralia. f (lid not know that 
we -were in such a f:n:oura ble l'Osition. 

~Ir. Nhnmo: Who told you that? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC :LANDS: 
The hon. genlleman requires my authority. 
I :nn not in the habit of nl'aking statements 
unless I can baek them np with authority. 
These partiClllars arc taken from the Official 
Year Book and the Quarterly SummaTy of 
A ush·~!i:m Statistics, Bulletin No. 162, for 
Dccemlwr, 1940, showing the lfl39-40 fignres. 
l\iow that the hon. gentleman has my auth­
rity he cnn investigate the figures and endea­
,·our to find mistakes in them. 

I have so far shov,-n that we have the 
lo\\·cst percentag·e incrC'ase foT taxation 
Iweipts of any State in Australia. 

.Mr. Maher: You have i:he highest per­
cnpita taxation of any State in Australia. 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC LAl'WS: 
The hon. member can argue it in whatever 

way he likes. 
a re taken from 
the Quarterly 
Statisties. 

The figures I have quoted 
the Official Year Book and 
Summary of Australian 

Dealing \Yith the question of the expansion 
of industry, I wish to refer to a statem'ent 
made bv the hon. member for Hamilton 
during ·the eourse of his speech on the 
Address in Reply. It \YaS a very good speech, 
and the hon. member en<leavoured to measure 
up to his independence as a member of this 
Parliament. Judging· from that speech and 
other statements· he has made in later 
speeches-one being the small amonnt of 
ea pi tal he staTtef1 with-I think he deserves 
much cret1it. \Ye shonld all have a little 
;u1miration for a man who comes to this 
Rtatn with so little capital and builds up 
an indnstry thnt pro,·ides work for a number 
of employees. However, I wish t_o (~rrect 
some figuTes he quoted, as reported m Han­
sard. '' I understand the hon. member agrees 
that a mistake was made inadvertently, but 
I ,\'ish to place the figures on recon1 so that 
tlwre will be no misapprehension as to our 
poo;ition in comparison with South Australia. 
In 193i-38 the number of factories in Queens­
land \Y:lS :1,063, and in 1939-40 the number 
was :3,064, which shows an increase of one. 

Another phase of the same subject, the 
number of em]1loyees, i~ also interesting. In 
Hl37-il8 Queensland h:Hl 52,119, in 1939-40, 
5-3,541, an increase of 3,421. 

lUr. JUaher: I believe they take fish shops 
into the count as factories. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. m cm ber for West Morcton, like his 
~.;1pportcrs, attempts to ilrnw a red. herr~ng 
a no· s tlw t;·, il "hen n good case IS bemg 
prcscnted-ait.hou:;h I say it myself-against 
the arguments of the Opposition. 

The Treasurer: His red herring is often 
a blnc duck. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'C.BLIC LANDS: 
As the Treasurer remarks, his reel herring 
is often a blue duck 

The figures I quoted are collcctecl on the 
same basis in all ibe States, and if fish shops 
have been taken as factories in this State, 
fish shops in tltc other States haYe been taken 
as factories there also. In South Australia thl' 
muubcr ol' factories in 1937-38 was 1,980, and 
in 1 !1il}J.,to it was 2,265. 'rh at is an increase 
of 2~;) and not the figure of 1,385 attTibutecl 
in '' Hansard '' to the hon. menl'bcr for 
Hamilton. 

In a comparison of the number of 
employees, whereas Queensland sho":s an 
increase of only one factory in the penod _as 
against an increase of 285 in South Australia, 
Queensland has an increase of 3,421 
employees as compared with an increase of 
only 966 employees in South Australia. That 
is the position of employment in factoTies 
and the Government in Queensland arc inter­
ested in giving employment to those desirous 
of working rather than following a policy of 
earning high dividends and paying low wages, 
which is followed in other States. Should 
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the !Ion. member desire my authority for these 
figures I refer him to the ''Quarterly 
Summar-y of Australian Statistics," Bulletin 
No. 163. 

A c-omparison between the States gener· 
ally in regard to factories in the period from 

-- New South Victoria. Queensland. 
\Vales. 

---------
19:31-32 .. 7,397 8,204 2,013 
1938-39 .. 9,464 9,250 3,087 
Increaf:e 2,067 1,046 1,074 
Per cent. Increase 27·0 12·75 53·35 

on 1931-~2 

These fignrcs ha\'c been based on the same 
definition of factory whether in New South 
Wales or any other State. 

\Vhen dealing v>ith expansion of indush·y 
there is a tenclency for hon. membeTs oppo· 
site to single out secondary pl'oduc!ion. I_f 
we on this side were to adopt the same ath­
tude, we should single out primary produc­
tion in Victoria and New South Wales, because 
in those States primaTy pToduction is not so 
great as ours. Ob>iously, that would be a 
wrong method of comparison. Remembering 
that Australia is, as a "·hole, dependent on 
the production of all the States, the rca~on­
able thing is to take the total prodncbon, 
primary and secondary, into consideration. 

It is interesting to notP, again, that during 
the depression period, nlthongh the anti­
Labour Go>crnmcnt mav claim that theTe "'eTe 
lower percentage cnts ··in wages and condi­
tions than elsewhere, the fnct is that whereas 
Queensland is a highly-organisccl primary­
producing State-thanks to the efforts of 
LabouT Governments o\·er m2ny years-this 
State lwd the least unemployment of any ill 
Australia. So much for the boosting of 
secondary industries in other States and their 
capacity' to employ men. IV e hnn' to remem­
ber, too, that secondaTy production is not such 
a great factor in balancing O\'erseas imports 
and e'<pnrt s n s is primarY production; never­
theless, even there Queensland measures up 
yery fnYom·n bly. I recite tlwse facts for the 
benefit of hon. members because it is impor· 
tant to note that while this Goven11nent have 
been in office we have continued to expand 
production. \Ne have not tnken the "·hole 
credit for that expansion ns a Government, 
but ,;·e do clnim the cre<1it dne to us, because 
the policy of the Labom Government has 
mwouragecl the primary producer generally. 
Queensland receives the lowest percentage of 
f:ommonwenlth moneys for primnry-procluc· 
tion purposes. The figuT<'S showing- the 
;;mounts wanted to the various States fTOlll 
1930-31 to J 938-39, the period during which 
thi~ Government have been in office, range 
from £2.1 millions to Queensland to £7.6 
millions grantecl to New South Wales, figures 
that show conclusively that we get the lowest 
percentage of aid to primary production 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

Figures <liselose, too, that during 1938-39 
Austrnlian exports aggregated £140,496,312, 

1931-32 to 1938-39 is particularly interesting 
for the reason that it covers the period of this 
Labour Government's term in this State. One 
finds that the number of factories in the 
different States in 1931-32 and 1938-39 was 
as follows:-

South Western Tasmania. Australia. 
Australia. Australia. 

1,490 891 21,657 1,662 
2,129 944 26,941 2,067 

639 53 5,21'-i 405 
24·37 42·88 5·95 24·4 

whilst the imports from overseas amountefl 
to £127,950,831. Hon. members opposite may 
say that our impmts include those from New 
South vVales aucl Victoria, and in order to 
combat that I point out that in 1938-39 the 
overseas and interstate exports from Queens­
land totalled £44,820,000, whilst the importe 
from oYerseas and interstate amounted to 
£:12,804,000. The favourable trade balance 
foT Australia as a whole during that period 
was £12,545,000, and of that amount Queens­
land's fa\'onrable tracle balance was no less 
i han £12,01 G·,ooo. In other word,, we pro­
Yidcd t lie f:,nnn·ahlc trade balnnce for the 
1d10lc of Australia for the year 1938-39. No 
nwttrT wlwt hon. nwml>crs opposite may say 
a bout secondan- indnstries the position is 
\hat nnch.r a Lnhom Gm·ernment Qneensland 
haR always proviclrd n satisfnctory tra_de 
bn l:l!lce beh1·ecn this nncl the other countnes 
of the -,yorJ<l 1vith wl1iel1 we trade. 

I should like to refer to the movement 
th:>.t is uml.er \Ya;· in Queenslnnd at the 
pn_'SC'llt tinlC' n.fl\-OC<lthJn; cert:1in aid to tl 

eorntry th<:t is being ai1:1ckcd b:· Germany. 
1 want to 'i<Y that ihnr is nmplc scope for Rll 
those people who r1rc ont to give or advocate 
the givin_Q. of aic1 to th:1t country to get np in 
\'Dl'ious pl21r.·c<.> nnrl r:rl'.-oe:-rh• aid for Britrdn 
and Australia. V\'r are entitled to ;rsk these 
people who are so active where they hnvo 
heen during the period since the outbreak 
of \YflT. nnd in what places they hnve aclYo­
catNl aid for Britain and Australia. The 
screen that is being thrown out befoTe the 
pnblic at present is an edeavour to allow 
Communists to get in and white-ant the Yery 
pri1wiplcs for which we are fighting against 
Hitler and Fascism on the other side of the 
world. I suggest to those people, \\·hether 
theY arc me-mbers of this Parliament or 
members of the )'CJblic, that they should 
come forward and tnke their places wherever 
necessaq to nd\'oentc the giving of a~d _to 
our boys on the other side and to Bntam, 
which is putting up a wonderful fight. on our 
behalf. 

Government :iliembe,rs': Hear, hear! 

Mr. NUlliO (Oxley) (2.59 p.m.): I had 
no idea that the Secretary for Public Lands 
was such a bitter man. As a matter of fact, 
his speech is >ery nntngonistic. I can see 
qnito an nudicncc in the gallery to-day from 
State schools who have come hero to hear 
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something about the Budget, but they have 
seen a goo<l deal of dirty linen washed. 

The 'Jinistcr . s?t out by eulogising the 
reccur Prnno Munster. \Vc all know that 
Mr. l\lcnzies was the best and brainest man 
in Austmlia for the job, and he was simply 
lwnncLd out of office by all sections of the 
community who were opposed to his particular 
brand of politics. Whispering was going on 
C\'l'l'}Wht'l c'. }~\"Cl! the Secretary for Public 
Lands said that he conld not c'anY out the 
job. The pr~sent Prime .::'lfinister, M1·. }'addon, 
:1pparently IS commencmg to try ancl fig·ht. 
I am plcnsed that the Secretal'V for Public 
J,::md-: f:1id l1e did not intend to attack him 
.'·et, hut he "·ould lntn on. As a mati"er of 
fact, L• would not have hccn in Pmliamcnt 
to-day but for the expenditure of some funds 
on a certain road and the puiting of a number 
of men up there who 'vere pledged to vote 
.Labour. That road is known in that elec­
torate to-day a Fadrlen 's Downfall. I think 
it was very bad taste for the hon. member for 
Mhani to discuss in this Chamber at all the 
question of secret funds or the trouble that 
exists in the Federal Parliament. He knows 
Yery well that the Prime Minister is pledged 
to the Leader of the Labour Partv to make 
a statement on the matter to-morrow, and to 
my way of thinking it was very bad taste to 
anticipate anything in connection with the 
matter. It shows the mentality of a man 
who will try to make political capital ant 
of the question of secret funds, "·hich funds 
T "upp0se haYe been in existence under everv 
Cim·cl'nment in the world. '['here must J;e 
.' uch funds in existence or Governments coulr1 
not carry on. There must be sulwersiYe 
neiiYitics at nil times thnt han' to he con· 
trolled. I :1m sony this matter nept into 
the dcbnte. 

Ai ~.~ p.m., 

MY. BRASSINGTO::'\r (J'~OTtitude Valley), 
on: of the panel of Temporary Chairmen, 
rehewd the Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. ~IJ'UThiO: What did Labour do during 
the penod of pcac.e whon it wns in power in 
Great Brit,lin? \Vc had the spectacle of a 
Lal1om c:o,·, rmncnt sinl:ing £90.000 000 worth 
of bo:ts in order to disarm. Tlmt accounts 
;or ill~ st~ic of. t_hc I3riti8h defences to-day. 
rhe ])l'CSCJH posrhou came Ghont because of 
Labonr. I~s policy was, ''Don't go in for 
rlcfrnee; ;;n·c the people a higher standard 
of livin.~ nnd ,, c '"-'ill bny their votes.'' It 
sho"1c s il!at J,abo:n lws fniled. In Australia, 
nnon tnc Sc·lllm GoYeTnmcnt, loans 1vere 
made bca~ing G per cent. interest, but immedi­
ately c·.fr. Lyons assumcc1 c:mtrol the rate of 
interest drop~•erl to 4 per cent. and under 
the present GoYemment the rate of interest 
is grac1u: 1ly heing b!'ou'"·!tt dmn1. Why, only 
~·cs 1T ' e snw m He Press that fixed-
rleposit mtes 11·ere being reduced. 
The cost of n.one~' is Yery lmY. \Vhen Labonr 
lws rQ< ~mwd pm"rr, th·c rPtes of interest have 
iucre1~cc1. 

When the hon. member for Fortitude Valley 
was speaking this morning he said that he 
was very pleased with the Budget; he was 
plea.,e,] i o know that a surplus had been 

declared and was also pleased that there was 
no increase in taxation. Labour has never 
reduced taxation, except in a very minor 
matter. Taxation has been piled up at an 
alarming rntc since the present Government 
came into power. Every form of taxation, 
not only the ordinary income tax, was 
increased. Stamp duties and eyery fee we 
haYe in the countrv were incrensed to an 
alarmin1.; extent to tide the Government over 
the depression period. '!'he high rate of taxa­
tion is being maintained in the present 
Budget, and no effort is made to reduce 
taxation. 

The hon. member also said that we must 
continue IYith the high rate of expenditure 
in orrler to populate the Stnte. EYer since 
La bonr hns been in power it has done every­
thing possible 11ot to populate the State. 
\Yhy, '11'fr. Gair, the Government were opposed 
to immigration at eYery tmn because they 
'"ere afrnic1 that the unions might criticise 
them for bringing labour competitors into 
tlw eonntrv. The hon. member for Fortitude 
Yalky sni~l th·1t evcqtlting wns being done 
trJ foster the State, hut I S:l;J' thnt the polie~· 
pnrsueil o•:cr the last nine years hns tended 
to rctan1 the State. 

That is evident from year to year as the 
loan indebtnoss of the State piles up. It is 
all very well for the Government to think that 
ihey eau become the sole employer of labour, 
hut thev should bear in mind that if they 
continue to create loan nssets that do not 
rehun enough to mePt a reasonable proportion 
of the interest charge involved in the expen· 
diture they will be heading for serious trouble. 
For instance, last year the charge on revenue 
to meet the interest on loan expendituTe in 
comwrtion 'Yith Rtate enterprises amounted 
to £139,000, and the amount rGquircd to meet 
the interest on funclP'l deficits m1s £110,000. 
For public buildings an amount of £230,634 
was required. During a peTiocl of reasonable 
management in this State, 40 per cent. of 
the interest Teqnired for lo:m assctR was 
]WoYidecl out of revenue, ancl 60 per cont. out 
of Loan Funds, but to-clay almost the 1vhole 
of the clwrgc has to be met out of Loan 
Funds. A public building may haw hccn 
erected n number of years ago, the loan 
indcbtness associated with its construction 
may not haYc been paid in full, hut the build· 
ing is pulled down, a new one erected, and so 
the cost of the new building is incuned as 
an additional debt. 

I "·ant to draw attention to some of the 
matters mentioned l1y the hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley. He pointcr1 out that by the 
coiwersion of certain loans in London the 
State had effected a saYing in interest of 
£341,000, and by the conYcrsion anangcments 
in connection with an Amel'ican loan it had 
effected a saYing of £106,000, but the Govern­
ment calmly swallowed the whole benefit with· 
out any intention of passing part of it on to 
the public in the way of reduced taxation. 

The hon. member for Fortitude Valley also 
said that more defence work should be given 
to Queensland by the Commonwealth Govern­
ment, and he went on to read a report by 
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the Chamber of Manufactmes that said 
that more work was not made available 
because we had not the plant to cope with it. 
He added that there was plant available for 
this work in his electorate. There may be 
something in his argument, and I think that 
if the proper thing was done an attempt would 
hr made to co~ordinatc much of the small 
plant in the metropolitan area and arrange~ 
mcnts made ~wherehv it could he used as the 
h:1sis for tenders for some of the Common~ 
wealth Y:ar work. However, no effort has been 
made by the State Government to co~ordinate 
these s;nall plants. 

The hon. member also refcTred to the delay 
in the construction of the Rocklea munition 
works, but his remarks were really a rellec~ 
tion on the workers of Queensland. (Govern~ 
mcnt dissent.) I do not know whether any 
hon. members have been out to see these works 
under construction, but if they have,, I am sure 
the~· 'Yill be satisfied that a very great job 
of work is being done. I never dreamt for 
O!Je moment that these works would be opemt~ 
ing this month. I was of the opinion that 
someone was mistalcen in believing that it 
was possible to have works of this magnitude 
in operation this month. At any rate, I am 
sure that anyone 'vho has been to Rocklea to 
see these works will agree that a great job 
is being done there. · 

Let us tmn to the other side of the picture 
and see what is being done by the Govern~ 
ment to assist the war effort. To~day we have 
the spectacle of a big number of men employed 
at the Ipswich ~workshops on strike. I 
happened to go to Ipswich yesterday morn~ 
ing. I talked to some of these men as I ~went 
along ancl they astounded me by telling me 
that not one thing had been sent out of the 
Ipswich workshops up to the present to help 
the war effort. 

The TREASURER: I rise to a point of 
order. I do not think, particularly in regard 
to the State's war effort, that a statement 
such as the hon. member for Oxley has made 
should be allowed to go unchallenged. It is 
subversive. As a matter of fact, some very 
:fine munition presses have been distributed 
amongst factOTies in Queensland ancl else~ 
where. Mr. Essington LmYis was astonished, 
ancl said it was the finest work clone in the 
Commonwealth to that end. I ask that the 
lion. member for Oxley should accept my 
statement. 

The TEii!PORARY CHAIR:fiiA.Yl: Order! 
I ask the hon. member for Oxley to accept 
the statement of the Treasm'er. 

~Ir. NIIU~IO: Yes, lVIr. Brassington, I 
have to accept that statement. I should like 
to go further and say that the men informed 
me that certain contracts had been let for 
munitions. They told me about slwlls, tools, 
and other work of that natme for which 
contracts hacl been let bv the Commonwealth 
Government, and they "informed me that, 
exrcpt for the pl'esscs mentioned by the 
Treasurer, not one article had left the shop. 

The 'rreasurer: No contract was ever 
entered into for shells. That is a deliberately 
false statement. 

Mr. NHDIO: have to accept the 
Minister's statement. 

The Treasurer: I think you should. 

JUr. NIIDIO: The war effort is being 
l'ctarded and not furthered at Ips,vich. 

The 'l'El'IIPORARY CHAIRJUAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. gentleman to accept the 
Treasurer's statement and proceed with his 
speech. 

:!Ir. NHI.lUO: I wish to deal with another 
matter mentioned by the hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley-namely, the grants !11ade by 
the Commonwealth to South Austraha. The 
people of South Australia, together with the 
other States of the Commonwealth, have by 
Commonwealth policy greatly contributed to 
the stabilisation of one of our main industries. 
The grants made to South Australin have 
extc]1(1cd oYer a long period, and the hon" 
member suggests thnt is _,~hy South Australia 
has been able to encourage manufactures and 
we have not. The grant is not such a huge 
sum when all is said and done as hon members 
,~ould have us believe. I should like to 
point out that Queensland gets a tremendous 
grant from the people of the Commonwealth 
by the embargo on the importation of sugar. 

The Treasurer: That is not true. 

Mr. Pie: What about the dried fruits 
industry9 

JUr. NIJUJIO: I am talking about sugar, 
not dried fruits. The Commonwealth grant 
to that State is onlv a small amount compared 
with that benefit. " I am perfectly satisfied 
that it is a great benefit to impose the 
embal'go on sugar because it has encouraged 
the stahilisation of the industry in Queens~ 
land. It has enabler1 us to build up agricul~ 
tnral settlement and a baTTier right along our 
coast that v, ould not othcnYise exist, but I 
hate to hear all this talk about how the 
Commonwealth helps other States by those 
grnnts and criticism of its action when the 
people of other States nobly accept .the sugar 
embargo, which has enabled us to bmld up our 
great sugar industry. 

At 3.13 p.m., 

The CHAIR~fAX l'esumed the chair. 

lUr. Nl!U:ll:IO: At this, the most critical 
period of the war, I looked to the Budget to 
disclose some great effort by the Government 
to help the people in every possible way in this 
time of crisis but it is one which might well 
have been pr~~cnted in normal times. N o~one 
would believe that it was a war~time Budget. 
It provides fol' the greatest expenclitme in 
the history of the State. The need fol' war~ 
time ecm;omy is absolutely ignored. No 
attclll]lt is made to relieve the people of taxa~ 
tion burdens to enable them to meet Common~ 
wealth war~ time taxation. \V e should endea~ 
vour to lighten the bm·dcns of oul' people in 
order to ennble them to meet Commonwealth 
war commitments. 



422 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

We find, for example, tlw GoYernmcnt are 
budgeting for additional £400,000 from use1's 
of our railways despite the fact that this is 
the most critical periorl of the war. They 
are hard hit by all this taxation. \Ve know 
that per head of population Queensland is the 
heaviest taxed State in the whole of Australia. 
Much of the taxation that \Ye are p~ying \HlS 

imposc>rl during the depression period and 
immediately after it, and immediatcl:v normal 
conditions arrivc<1 it \Yas supposed to be 
abolished. -

The Premier has made statements to the 
effect that he beliews in raising hng·e sums 
in bad times and spending them, :uid when 
re\·enue is buoyant in saving money for the 
next depression. Tlta t is very sound policy, 
but, unfortunately, it was absolutely ignored 
by the Government. 

The Budget shm·.·s that there has been a 
grabbing of as much loan money as it was 
possible to grab. Even at the last Loan 
Council meeting the States asked for all they 
could get, and a motion that the amount be 
reduced was only carried on the casting vote 
of the chairman. 

. The first plank in the GoYcrnment 's policy 
1s ap1 nrently again pro,·iding money for 
publ:c, \YOrks. y,r e arc going right ahead and 
prov1~mg for OYery A.H.P. acti\·ity bcrctuse 
~ve th:nk there may be n d::mgcr from bombing 
m th1s country. 

A GoTernment }[ember: Do you not 
think there is~ 

)Ir. ~'HliDIO: Of course I know there is 
a danger. But why spend public money 
for the erection of buildings that may be 
knocked down by bombs~ Why not spend 
that money on instruments of war to fight the 
raiders and those who may attempt to land 
here? The whole policy of the Government 
as to the construction of buildings is >nong, 
and I charge the Go1·ernment with ahsolutelv 
neglecting -to carry out duties that nre Stl 
app:nent to every thinking person. Instead 
of spending money on public buildings during 
jime of war, we should reserve that money 
till the men return from the war, and then 
if tl1e Government of the day wish to spend 
it on public buildings it will provide employ· 
ment for them. Certnin big business people 
would agree with the policy of spending all 
the money you can. As Lenin said in the 
early dn."s, ''Big business will commit suicide 
for a question of profit.'' There is no doubt 
that they will. As long as they have some· 
thing to clo it is all they are looking for. 

No mention is made of the difficultY of 
getting primary products to markets. "'rhe 
marketing of primary products should occupy 
considerable space in the Budget of a State 
such as Queensland. It is important that 
marketing facilities for primary prodncts 
should be provided. 

When the Budget is brought hefore the 
House hon. members are given an opportunity 
of perusing and criticising it; but a close 
study of the tables reveals the difficulty and 
complexity of that job. I do not suppose 

there is a layman in this Committee who can 
fully grasp the significance of those figures. 

A Government Jllember: Do not judge 
them all by yourself. 

Mr. NII\fiUO: The hon. member may 
know all about them-he may be an excep· 
tion-but it is a very difficult matter for 
tl1e ordinary layman to find out what the 
exact position is. I haYe often thought that 
those Jlgmes should be set out in a manner 
in 'rhich they \voul1l be easily understood. 
As it is, >Ye have a whole group of figures 
before us, but nothing to guide us. I r1o 
not remember ever receiving the Auditor· 
General's report before the Budget dis••ns­
sion. We hm·e of necessity to have recourse 
to the Auditor·General 's report for the 
previous year. If the 'rreasurcr were genuine 
in this lllattcr, he would help hon. members 
to o!Jtain a clear nnclerstanding of the figures 
all(] :uriye at the true financial position of 
the Rtatc, hut C\'Cl'Y effort is made to cloud 
the issue. One studies one set of figures :mrl 
thinks he understands them, but on turning 
to another set of figures the first conclusion 
is contradicted. One cannot arrive at thr; 
true position of affairs. 

The eupital indebtedness of the railways 
was reduced in 1931.32 to £36,000,000, the 
sum of £28,000,000 being written off to con· 
solidate<l revenue, l suppose. The point is 
that eYery hon. member in the Assembly 
believed that the writing off was done to 
permit that department to rclmbilitate itself. 
Section 6 of the Act passed for that purpose 
stnterl that a fund \vas to be established at 
the Treasury to which any surpluses were to 
be paid, the amount to be used for renewals. 
Since J 031 ·3~ the Tailway indebtedness has 
increased to £40,786,000; whereas only 9 
miles of track were constructed in the period, 
nc;trlv ':-i.(HIO,OOO \l'ns adcled to the indebted· 
'" ; . · If tk;·~ policy is to be continued there 
IYi:l hnn• to be another writing·down later, 
::lt 1wugh i11 the discuPsion on the Bill in 
Parliament it was decided that a 1·per·cent. 
<lep1·cciation fuml should be provided fo1· the 
rnilm1ys. I ask hon. members: i~ it right 
for the Treasurer now to say that thi:' depart­
ment produeed £8,000,000 in revenue from 
which it has to pay wages anrl certain other 
commitments, bnt that he shall determine the 
eommitments that '"ill be paid~ The balance 
is paid into Consolidated Revenno Fund. 
"N' othing is proYided for depreciation. There 
is a suggestion that certain alterations in 
the rnihYa~· yards at Maryborough will be 
proYided. The practice of pulling· clown a 
building, an asset off·setting this full(], :mcl 
erecting· a new strudure with loan monr:·s 
is a mere continuntion of the virious cinlf'. 
Indebtedness is being piled up. 

lL;ilway receipts ·were­

Gross. 

1931·3'2 
1940Al 

Hl:3l<l2 
1040·41 

Net. 

:£ 
5,936,000 
8,242,000 

1,583,000 
1,673,000 
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I rrespectiYe of the fact that the indebtedness 
has increas•·d and much loan money has been 
spent, the net re\'enue is virtually the same 
as it was when the gross revenue of the 
department was only £;'i,OOO,OOO. 

I ::nu dealing with the Railway Department 
l•ecause r think it is one of the greatest 
i:;<in·;t•·inl activities we have. Sinee the 
present Covernment have been in office rail­
"-".'' furcs and freights have been increased 
enc;t·uJously. They ·were increased by £350,000 
ia 19il~-:l:l, by a further £400,000 in 1938-39, 
and by a .'till fmther £-±00,000 in 1941-42, 
making the total increase £1,150,000 during 
tLeir term of office. 

In ~dclltion, transport costs have been 
increased to the people of Queensland in that 
motor registration fees were increased by 
£120,000 a year in 1038-39, and the sky has 
hcen the limit so far as increases in State 
transport fees for heayy vehicles are coneerned. 
I nm pointing out these things to sho>v that 
imme,liately motor transport is driven off the 
road the Government step in and tnx the 
people to the limit through the Rnilway 
Department. 

The receipts for 19-11-42 are estimated n t 
£S,620,000, a'n increase of £377,702 over 
1940-41. Although the Government are to 
derive this increased revenue, the estimatNl 
expenditure is £416,249 over that for the pre­
Yious vear. \V e therefore hnve a reduction of 
£:18,547 in the net return to the S'tato for tl1e 
yenr 1940-41. What a lovely piece of busi­
ness management! Any company that showed 
such a result as that ought to be asha'med of 
itself. In bet, it is undeniable evidence thnt 
onre again the Railway Department has 
buome an employment burcnu fm· the friencls 
of the Labour Party. 

\Ve have to assume tha't the figures quoted 
are correct, but some grave doubts as to their 
accuracy have been voiced recently. 

Tl!e Attorney-General: By whom? 

Mr. NUil'\'IO: I have just received a letter 
from a man who was a senior officer in the 
Railway Department, and I suppose that wlwt 
lw says is the most serious thing that Ita's 
ever been brought before the notice of Pnrlin­
n:ent. That letter says-

'' The following particulnrs are for­
>Yarded to you, as Parliament has not bBcn 
fully apprisocl thereof by its financial 
officer, the Auditor-GenCl'al, although the 
T,egislature, and the public are entitled by 
lbe provisions of tl1e Audit A~t of 1874 to 
zet the information from him. 

"On 2nd September, 19+0, a report on 
Queensland Railways Acconnts was pre­
sented by me to the Auditor-General. I 
was then senior inspe~tor of accounts 
engaged on the au•lit of the Rail>Yays. 
Tnformation therein embodied-

(1) Details denoting that the bnhnce­
sheet of the railways contained fictitious 
assets £2,066,085. 

(2) That these fictitious ns3cts were 
incltu]c(l in pre1·ious balance-sheets, that 
hac1 been prescn1 eel to Parliament. 

(3) Thnt relaying charges f:508,76:7 
had been chnrged to Loan :B'und in place 
of to Consolidnted Revenue Fund for 
nine years ended 30th June, 1940, and 
that information was supported by a 
statement to that effect signed by the 
Chief Accountant, Hailways. 

( 4) That Consolidated Hcvenue Fund 
balances given in Tre2-surer 's l!'inancial 
Statements for nine years prior to 30th 
,June, 1940, were, therefore, incorrect by 
£508,767. 

( 5) That Consolidated Revenue A er aunt 
for 1939-1940 was incorrect by £45.313 
and instead of a surplus for tl;e yea;· of 
£15,7:)1 there wns a :1efieit of £20,558 at 
lenst. 

(6) The report also contained pm·ticu­
lars of other finaneial irregulnrities. 

''No balance-sheet was included in the 
report presented to Parliament for 1939-
1940 although one had been prepared and 
presented to me as nmlitor and the results 
cletailecl nbon~ were pm·tly o!Jtaine<l from 
this somce. 

''In preYioGs years the balance-sheet was 
a conspicnoc' feat me of the report. In 
vie1Y of the financial disclosures outlined 
one could not have been presented '':ithout 
disdosure of some of the irregularities to 
Parliament and, therefore, to the public. 
A 'hush' policy was clecided upon. 

''On 14th NoYcmber, 1940, I >Yas rcmovec1 
from the audit of the Railways by the 
Auditor-Ceneral and was asc;igned to junior 
country work. The Honsc had closer] for 
the l\l40 session just prior to this occur­
rence. 

''On 18th and 27th November and 4th 
December, 1940, I wrote letters to the 
Public f;en ice Commissioner in which was 
embodied information-

(1) That Auditor-General ,John David 
Ross had been guilty of improper con­
duct in that I, as senior inspector of 
accounts, hnd been removed from the 
Railways for ltnving reportecl serious 
financinl irre~;·ularitics there. 

(2) That by ignoring section 6 of the 
Railwnys Capital Imll'btpcJncss Act of 
1931 a sum of £140,17:: ha'l Lccn short. 
chnrged to Consolidate<] Jiewnue Fund 
hy the Queensland Tn·nsm·y. 

3. That sinking· fmHlB un<lcT Cm:mon­
wcalth control had been i\enri\·ecl hv this 
hnppening of contriLutions of at· least 
£] 00,000 from the Qnccnsln11d Trc~slJr;v. 

( 4) That Consolic1atcr1 Rewnne Fnn<l 
expcnditme was lesscnec1 lJy £R40,173 hy 
non-compliance with the section lJUOted. 

( '5) Tlwt many henr1 officials lwd con­
spirer] to bring about these astounding 
fimmeial results. 

(6) That Conunonll'calth revenues had 
been affected to the extent of some 
thousn nds of pouncls through the incorrect 
charging of relaying costs £508,767 to 
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Loan Fund during the nine years prior 
to 30th June, 1940. 

(7) 'l'hat the Ccmmonwcalih 'l'reasury 
had not been informer] of these doings 
in the report on Sinking Funds for the 
year 1939-40. 

''The Hailway Hcnewals and Heplace­
ments Fund eash neronnt, 'vhich rreyiously 
appeared in the Treasurer's J'in:mcbl 
Stat cment nml which v, as included as a 
cash balance of £720,1G3 in the public 
account of 1938-J 9ilD, was omitted from that 
table for 1939-1940, nnil the Auditor-General 
rerorted to PRrliamcnt that the eash fund, 
as a fact, hail never existed, althoup;h 
previous A uditor-Gencral 's reports assured 
Parliament that the law in this respect had 
been complied with, nnrl that profits of the 
railw·avs had been deYoted to the ereation 
of thi's cash resen·c. It had now to be 
admitted that all these moneys, £740,173, 
went direct to Consolidated R-evenue Fund 
and were utilised to balance Budgets.'' 

''The A nilitor-Gcnernl, PaTlinment 's 
officc>r, hnd fnllen down on the job. The 
Aurlitor-Genernl is specinllv protected as 
nn offiecr of T'nrliamcnt nnil shoulr1 not be 
the tool of the narty in power. His duty 
is to report trnthfnll~- ant] concetl~- to 
Pnrliament on tlP Rtnte 's fimmecs. 

'' Rceeipt of thc·r' lc·tters was ncknow­
lcrlgd bv the. Pnblic Service Commis­
sioner's Office, :mrl 1 was empowered to 
correspond rlireet to the Commissioner. 

''On the 23n1 Drecmber, ] 940, I wns sus­
rwnr1ed fTom <luty by the Auditor-General 
and a series of chnTgcs were made. :0rone 
of these charges harl any reference to the 
matters previously outlined. The 'hush' 
policy was continued. 

''An enquiry was hf'ld by a police magis­
trate in .January, 1941. The enquiry ,,-as 
in camera. The police m·agistrate gave 
this ruling on tnldng his sent on the bench 
before any application was mnr1e aml 
would not shift from that attitude although 
my rr'qnnt was that the enquiry should 
he an open one. I was not permitted at 
the enquiry to give details of the financial 
lwprcnings at the Railways and Treasury, 
althongh such matters were relevant and 
of ;-~tlue to my en se. 'l'he 'hush' policy 
'vas still continuec1. 

"On the 14th Felnnary, 1941, I received 
a document from \Villiam Forgan Smith 
stating that I had been clismissecl from the 
pnblic Aervice as I hnd been found guilty 
of certain offences. The only one of sub­
stance was that I had obtained monevs 
from the Crown, by "·ay of expenses, to 
whieh I was not entitled. 

'' The facts were-

1. Andit inspectoTs at certain towns 
adjacent to Brisbane were perm'itted for 
years to Tetmn to Brisbane nightly ancl 
at week-ends and to draw full travelling 
expenses for those periods provided the 
cost of transport was defrayed by the 
inspector. 

2. This practice, though proved to be 
illegal at the enquiry, had been in opera­
tion for over 40 years. 'l'he Crown held 
that the prncticc applied to Ipswich and 
Goodna only. 'l'hcre was nothing docu­
mentary to support this contention. I 
lwld that towns adjacent to Ipswich or 
where an inspector returned home in his 
o'vn time and at his own expcnsos were 
covered by the practice. I actccl on this 
authority as regal'rls visits home at two 
wcck-encls from Boonah and Laidley. 
No time was lost to the department and 
costs of transport were paid by me. 
\Yhcn H was nscertainerl that my actions 
in this regard were to be questioned and 
bcforr I m1s snspcnd0cl on 23rd Decem­
ber, J 940, I rkcluctecl from the travelling 
0xpcnses youcher the sum of £3, the 
equivalent of four days expenses at 15s. 
per clac'. I received expenses for 15 days 
J 'i hom·s only for December, 1940, a]l(] 
not for 19 tbys I 7 homs, the time speci­
fied by William Porgan Snilth. 

''This tlcdnction of £3 plus the costs of 
transport to nn<l from Brisbane for the 
two week-ends was considerably in l'Xcess 
of the 10 homs at 1 Od,, Ss. 4d. that the 
Crown contends I wrongfully obtained. 
'ro enforce deductions of expenses for the 
hvo week-ends I had of necessity to be 
transported to and from Brisbane, and the 
Crown cannot justly claim the deductions 
of the tra veiling expenses and escape the 
transport costs. 

''These transactions resulted from the 
illegal practice brought into operation hy 
the Auditor-General. I did not know in 
December, 1040, that the required autho­
rity h:1rl not been oLbincd by the Anditor­
Grncrnl, nor "-as it my duty to pry into 
this JJ,~ttter. 

'' Thrre was the question of another 
v;cek-md \isit on BOth NO\'ember and 1st 
December, 1940, but Police Magistrate 
Wilson decided in the circumstances 
detailed by me at the enquiry that. I was 
justified in coming home and drawing· f11ll 
expenses for that '"eek-encl. The Crown 
then abandoned this section of the charges. 
The "·hole rlispute hed;;:es ronnel an amount 
of 10 hours expenses at lOd. per hour, 
8s. 4d. The Crown contends that it was 
overdrawn bv rrt'e. I contend that the 
Crown owes "me considerably more than 
the Ss, 4d., by way of transp~rt costs paid 
personally hy me and not yet refunt1ed by 
the Crown.'' 

''To colour the finding the Crown detailed 
particul:us of the top pDl'tion of Dceemher 
expenses Youchcr but gaYc no pnrticnlarR 
of the deduction of £3 nor was it mentioned 
anywhere in the findings that transpoTt 
costs to and from Brisbane 'verc paicl by 
me. Endcayours were thus made to impl)' 
that the expenses claimed to h:1ve been 
m·eTpaicl were considerable. J'\o speeifie 
amount was mentioned by the Crown ns i'· 
was known that an overcharge of Ss. 4d., 
m·en if provc11, could hardly be c nsiderer1 
a major offence. 
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' ' The other findings are all for minor 
offences, even more paltry than the Ss. 4d. 
They are capable of reasonable explana­
tion acceptable to any independent and 
impartial tTibunal. Tluee of the charges 
do not infringe any provisions of the Acts 
they were levied under. 

'' 'r!Je Auditor-GenCl'al who was respon­
sible for the illegal privilege, as regards 
travelling expenses, has suffered no penalty 
for infringement of the provisions of the 
Public SPl'Yice Act in regard thereto, 
although his actions in that regard were 
solely responsible for the incident. 

''On this unjust finding as regards the 
Ss. 4d. I 'vas dismissed from the public 
service after 37 years service. 

''In May, 1941, oYer four months after 
the date of suspens.ion, an appeal b:r me 
was heard. A State general election was 
hPld in April, 1941. I requested the 
presence o£ a Supreme Court judge at the 
apped. Three pulJlic servants were 
appoint<cd to the Appcnl Bonrd. The com­
bined snlaries of these thr~c public ser­
Y"tnts were considerably in excess of the 
snlnry of n judge. I· was not consulted 
by the un1on as to the person to he 
appointct1 to the lYJflrd by that body. At 
tlw appt -l I wns not pennittcd to submit 
infmmation about happenings at the Rail­
\Yays nud Treasury, nnd I was not permitted 
to make public the contents of mv letters 
of 27th NoYember and 4th Decemb"er, 1940, 
to the Public SerYice Commissioner. The 
'hush' policy was flgain in evidence. 

''The appcnl wns i!ismisscd with one dis­
sentient as regards penalty imposed-dis­
missal. 'I' he Crown still saw red a bout the 
8s. 4d. or a bout other happenings. 

''The cl1n rges levied by me in connection 
with c0rtnin trnnsnctions at the Railways 
and Tre~sury hnve not been answered, and 
the lapse of llearly n year has not brought 
the true facts to light until now. 

'' Thne is little doubt thnt my official 
action in indicting \Villiam Forgan Smith 
and Frnn k Cooper for incgularities that 
resulted from the recording of certain 
fimmeial transactions nt the 'Treasury and 
Raih1ays, as already outlined, 'vera the 
real l'C~lsons for my dismissnl. 

''These public men have been guilty of 
ignoring the provisions of section 6 of tlie 
Raillmys (Capital Indebtedness) Act of 
1931. Thev thereby invol,-ed the State of 
Queensland' with the Commonwealth Goycrn­
ment in an invidious way. 

''The ~ grc>ement entered into by Queens­
land ~~-ith the Commonwealth Government 
,-ide the Commomvealth and States Finan­
cial Agreement Rntification Act of 1927 
has been dishonouTed by the Premier and 
Treasurer by the incorrect use of loan 
moneys for relaying in the Railways and 
by peTmitting the payment thereon by the 
Commo1mealth of five shillings per £100 
yearly contribution to Sinking Fund. 

''The financial ofiker of Parliament, 
Allditor-Gcnrral J olln David Ross, has been 
guilty of scrions bTcaches of truth in 
that--" 

The CHAIR.iUAK: Order! The hon. 
member for Oxley will not be in order in 
niticising the Auilitor-Gcnerul personally or 
reading an expns;sion of opinion of any 
individual regardin0: that officer. 

M:r. Brand: He can do it on a substan­
tive motion. 

J'lir. NIJUIIIO: I have little more to read. 
lt says-

'· He has withheld from Parliament.'' 

Is that against your ruling~ 

The CHAIRJ'lUN: Yes. 

J'lir. NIIUlUO: It continues-

'' 'rhe Commonwealth GoHn·nment accepts 
the signature of the State Auilitor-General 
a·s a guarantee in regard tD certain State 
financial transactions in which the Com­
monwealth is interested and the State 
Auditor-General's report on Sinking Funds 
was e,-idently accepted by the Common­
wealth Govemment in good faith. 

'' \Vhcn Rex is plaintiff tlw trial of a 
public servant by other public servants, 
who are dependent on the Crown for pro­
motion nnd even for continuance in employ­
ment, a·s in my case, is not an ideal method. 

''As certain official doings of the Premier 
and Treasurer were really issues nt my 
inquiry and appeal, investigations so con­
tlucted anrl findings C!eriYed therefrom 
were farcical. Main incentives weTe to 
preYent exposure of certain official acts of 
these two prominent men at all costs. 

''The coura'ge, independence and impar­
tiality displayeil by judges of the Supreme 
Court were needed by the Bench nt my 
appeal. There were good reasons for my 
request foT a judge at the appeal and the 
Crown beaTs the odium that now follows 
through disclosure of all the facts. 

'' "Hter all, the presentation of clean, 
public accounts is not :1 personal matter. 
It is a national necessity, even though the 
Audit Act of 1874 is ancient and gives no 
security to an audit inspector who has suffi­
cient moral courage to expose questionable 
acts of peTSons highly placed. 

''Let this unwholesome and nnedifying 
slwctacle of public finance and the other 
happenings be terminated by the reference 
of all these matters to a skillerl and impar­
tial person, a. judge of the Supreme Court, 
and his findings on all the issues would be 
of valne. 

''Yours sincerely, 

P. McCAFFREY, F.I.C.A., 

(Late) Senior Inspector of Accounts, 

Audit Department.'' 
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DOCUMENT LAID ON TABLE OF HoUSE l'XDER 

STAKDL'fo ORDER No. 298. 

T1w TREASUREU (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) (3.48 p.m.): I move-

'' That the hon. member for Oxlcy be 
ordered to lay upon the table of the House 
the letter which he has just rear1.'' 

:\I otion agreed to. 

Whereupon, J\Ir. ""iunno laid the letter on 
the table. 

Mr. )<HIMO: I have read that letter, 
which I received, and I think it is a very 
grave indictment of the Government on the 
whole of the finances of this Budget. We 
have to consider fully whether that letter is 
true, whether it contains the whole of the 
facts as set out by that senior officer, who 
went there to examine the railway accounts 
and found cert:t'in facts. Those facts were 
submitted to. the Auditor-General and the 
Auditor-General said, "I don't want that 
report. That is not what I sent you there 
for. I sent you there for an audit of the 
Railway Department's accounts.'' 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have already 
told the hon. member for Oxley that he is 
not in order in reflecting upon the Auditor­
General. He has been long enough in this 
House to know that hon. members may dis­
cuss the Auditor-General only on a substan­
tative motion moved for that specific purpose. 

Mr. NI:\IlUO: Thank you, Mr. Gair. I 
did not intend to reflect on the Auditor­
General. All I say is this man was sent to do 
an audit at the Railway Department and he 
made that audit a'nd that audit was not satis­
factory. The point is that an auditor has 
great responsibility. If he is to be ruled by 
fear, if he is afraid of what might come to 
him, he might as well forget it. Parliament 
places a great Tesponsibility on an auditor. 
We have Acts of Parliament dealing with 
them. The Criminal Code has certain sec­
tions dealing with auditors. It is most seri­
ous. We know some auditors recently have 
been afraid to sign their names to balance­
sheets vvithout ::i very full investigation 
because the new company law provides a very 
drastic penalty if an auditor makes a mis­
take. Surely the people of Queensland are 
entitled to tho same service as the share­
hclders of a: company. It is our duty to do 
all we can to pTotect auditors. 

If this auditor's statements are correct, he 
has rendered a very great service to the State. 
On tho reading of his letter, I am not at all 
satisfied that he was given a fair spin. One 
must remember that he was a public servant 
and was dismissed for doing his duty. His 
trial took place before three other public 
serYants who also would have fear imulanted 
in their hearts. However, I intend to leave 
thf' matter at that. I feel sure that the 
matter will have the careful investigation 
that is neccss::!ry, and if the facts are at all 
as stated b,, this man they demand a royal 
comn1ission of inquiry into the accounts of 
the Railway Department. If that statement 
is correct, we must not burke the responsibility 
but see to it that the matter is cleaned up 
once and for all. 

~Ir. DART (Wynnum) (3.53 p.m.): I am 
disappointed that at a time when the roulltry 
is so prosperous and we need for our 
war effort all the money that is avail­
able the Government have not seen :fit to 
reduce taxation. The prosperity of the' 
country is not the result of the action of the 
Government in power, but of the energy of 
tho people. Each and every one of us knows 
that a terrific struggle is before us, and a 
BHlget at a time like this should give con­
siderntion to the critical period ahead. :l\o 
heed has been given to· the needs of the Com­
monwealth GoYernment in the taxation field. 
The Government of Queensland carry on in 
thE· same old way. They collect as much as 
possible and spend even more than they 
extract from the pockets of the people. It 
is time the Government called a halt to their 
pxtravagance in spending money and impo.s­
ing very heavy taxation. This is a time when 
they have the opportunity to reduce taxation, 
but they persist in the same old policy. 

The Secretary for Public Lands did not 
speak to the Budget to any great extent. He 
must have remembered one of his eleetionen­
ing speeches and delivered it to-day in the 
fond hope that it was a criticism of thP 
Opposition. Since the opening of this Parlia­
ment we statec1 that we were prepared to 
co-operate with the Government in framing 
better legislation for the people of Queens­
land, nnd to help with the prosecution of this 
war to n successful issue in order that we 
might win lasting victory and a righteons 
peace. The Government, however, are 
endeavouring to mislead not only the Opposi­
tion hut the people of Queensland also. f 
believe in constructive criticism, nnd all I 
can say about the speech delivered by tlw 
Serretarv for Public Lands is that it was 
more in" the nature of destructive criticism 
in an effort to create among the electors of 
Queensland a feeling of antagonism to those 
of the Opposition who are willing to co-operate 
with the Government in the interests of the 
State. 

The Minister opened his .speech by con­
gratulating the Chairman of Committees, thus 
indicating that he was making his first speech 
in three weeks. This would seem to indicatf' 
that we have more .Ministers than we need 
for the government of the State. \Ye finrl, 
too, that the Premier is absent attending an 
Austrnlian Labour Party conference in tlH' 
Southern States. This is further evidence of 
the fact that we have too mnny Minister<c 
here. I believe that the number might well 
be reduced to seven. It is my belief, too, 
that hon. members on tho Government siclc 
are merely seat-seekers who are more inter­
ested in their party than in the welfare of the 
people they govern. I do not ngree with tlw 
hon. member for Hamilton, who said he 
favoured the appointment of an extra J\Iinister 
to control the Department of Labour anrl 
Industry. If he advocates the expense of an 
additional Minister it would seem that his 
vie>YS are more in sympathy with those of the 
Government than with the idenls of the 
Opposition, and one begins to w·onder whv 
he sits on the Opposition side of this 
Chamber. 
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'\luch has been said about South Australia, 
but it must be admitted th"t there they can 
govern more successfully with six Ministers. 
J n that State four departments are con­
trolled by one Minister, whereas here there 
is only one instance in which one :Minister 
controls two departments. That Minister is 
the Secretary for Public Works and Public 
fnstruction. I suggest that the Secretary 
for Agriculture and Stock, the Secretary for 
Public Lands, anf1 perhaps another, should 
(·ontrol tYYO departments each, but it often 
happens that there are only two Ministers 
occupying their benches in this Chamber, and 
t ''-day, when all 10 should be p1·esent uuri11g 
tl•e discussion of such an important matter 
:lS the Budget, we find only tluee of them are 
present. The fact that they are absent is at 
least some evidence that they are not required. 
Tt is evidence, too, that this country might 
\Yell be run with fewer ::\Iinisters. The 
Government hel'e might well follow the 
c·xamplc set by South Australia, which, 1 
repeat, is controlled by six :Ministers, one of 
1:hom aclministers four departments. 

I should now like to say a word or two in 
c·o1mection with the railways, because I con­
tend that thev are not being managecl or 
cont!'ollecl as tliey should be. There is extrava­
gance in the department, not only by the 
Minister, but the Co-ordinator-General of 
Public ·works. In the department there al'e 
1:; grades of mcn above fettlor. J\Iueh has 
been srrid about the middleman in farming 
J!l'Oclnction, but in the railways we have lfi 
d;;ssifications above the fettleT. There is the 
c1linister for Transport, the Commissioner, the 
t,..;eneral n1a1wgcr, the ehicf engineer .. two 
ehief inspee' ors, district engineer. ass1stant 
engineer, fixe inspectors, the ganger, nnd 
u,·cr them all there is the Co-ordinator­
noneral. I say that all those _officel's arc 
1•ot required. The Co-ordinator-Genera~ . of 
Public Worlcs was appointed to the pos1hon 
!y this Labour Government, and he !'eceives 
n;ore salarv a week than nine men on the 
basic wage. The Labour Government say 
that they are out to help the working man, 
but I ask arc thcv ~ Let us take the utter­
anc~s of ' the Secretary for Labour and 
Industry, and particularly the ?ne in ,-hicll ~c 
said "\Ve will continue taxabon as usual m 
the ;,-av of the State development tax.'' By 
means ··of tlwt tax he has collecter1 over 
£2,000,000 from the workers of this State as 
well as the business men. 

Thir. Jesson: The basic-wage worker does 
not pay it. 

JUr. HART: An exemption was made in 
respect of the rc>cent increase in the b:1sic 
wage, but give the ordinary worker a little 
overtime, and what is his position q If he is 
granted a few hours' overtime,. it will bring 
his wages for the year up to an amount on 
which he will have to pay State development 
tax throughout the year. That is not fair, and 
if this Government were humane at all they 
would consider the working man. 

It is to be noted that the Railway Depart­
ment has returned £377,702 more for this year 
than for the previous year. The Secretary 

for Labour and Industry has taken £144,000 
of tho money raised by the imposition of the 
State development tax and utilised it for 
track rene\Yals. ~'he Minister fol' 'fransport, 
if he is actiw and doing as he should do, 
should make his mvn depal'tment pay its way. 
'Why take money obtained from other sources 
and utilise it in his d('p:utmenH I say that 
the Secretary for I~abour and Industry should 
he using the money received by way of the 
State development tax for the purpose of 
developing the State as was promised when 
the Bill m1s introduced. Instead, £144,000 
of that money is being spent on track 
TenmYals. 

The revenue from State development tax 
makes the Treasurer vel'y wealthy, in his offi­
cial capacity. It is a convenient tax, too, 
because if one department requires a little 
more money than it has the Treasurer is able 
to bolster it up by taking the required amount 
out of consolidated revenne. The TreasuTer 
knows also that the Minister for Transport 
proposes to raise another £400,000 by an 
incl'ease of 5 per cent. in railway freights 
and fares. If the Treasurer can balance his 
Budget in this way and is even abie to double 
the present freights and fares, does it follow 
that that procednre is equitable~ Should such 
an unfair levy be made upon the working 
people, amongst others, in this State~ The 
majority of the people Y>·ho Jiye in the 
suburbs and will hm·e to pay the tax are 
working people, and thus the working class 
will he called upon to contribute to this tax 
more in propoTtion thnn people who are fortu­
nate enough to have motor cars and are able 
to travel to work in that way. The Treasurer 
is making a great mistake in submitting to 
the will of the Cabinet in this respect. I 
rlo not know yyJwther all hon. members of the 
Cabinet were present when it was decided to 
impose the extra 5 per cent. I know that 
all hon. members of the Cabinet are not 
present every day that Parliament meets, and 
I cannot say whether they arfl all pl'escnt at 
every Cabinet meeting. 

Tl1e Attorney-Genera!: Why not come 
along and have a look~ 

lYir. lH.RT: I do not think that I should be 
allo·. eel to go in, but if I am, then I shall 
be Yery pleased to come nlo11g and listen to 
Cahinct discussions. However, I mn not 
asking' fol' that concession just now. My point 
is that the Tre~smer has allowed himself to 
be influenced l1y Cn binet to impose a le\')' of 
Bnother £400,000 on railway users. 'rhis 
increased charge ,,-ill hm·e to be paid, not 
only l1y tho working m:on, lmt by the smnll 
farmers, too. If the Secrctnrv for Public 
Lands is sympathetically dispose;] towards the 
farmcTs why does lw permit the 'rreasmer to 
impo"P another 5 per cent. on the farmers in 
his electorate? The Government are able to 
balance the Budget, pel'h~rs, but only hy 
imposing an unfair burd('n on the people. 

lt!r. Jesson: You advocated the electrifi­
cation of the railway line to Wynnum. 

::\fr. UART: I advocated the electrifica­
tion of the suburban railway system before 
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the outbreak of war, hut I am pleased to 
see that the cost, which I understand would be 
£1,000,.000, has not been placed on the Esti­
mates this year for that purpose, because we 
cannot entertain the idea before the war is 
won. When the war is over I shall be one 
of the :first to support a proposal for the 
electrification of the suburban raihYay system. 
Indeed, I think it should be plan No. 1 in 
the process of reconstruction after the \Yar. 
At any rate, after the war is over and the 
men return I hope the Government will be 
good enough to give them preference over 
the people who remained at home. I believe 
in preference to returned soldiers. 

'l'here is another way in which I can show 
the Government how t"o save money. I refer 
to the introduction of one-class travel on our 
suburban raih,-avs. l am favourable to that 
policy. 'l'o-day 'we have gentlemen so hide­
bound and tied to a set policy that they 
cannot do a good turn to their city or fellow­
men. If the Government were asked if they 
were favourable to one-class travel on our 
suburban railwa vs we should be told that is 
not their policy" but they would do a good 
turn to many of their supporters if they 
adopted that policy. Why do they not change 
their present policy? If it is wrong they 
should certainly do so. They are elected by 
the people to giYe them a fair deal and it is 
their duty to give the people one-class railway 
travel. 

Look at what the British Government are 
doing! Recently I read the following cable­
gram in the Press:-

''First-class TraYelling to be Abolished 
on English Trains. 

''London, September 10.-The War 
Transport Ministry announces the abolition 
from October 6 of :first-class train travel 
within a radius of 35 miles from the centre 
of London, also suburban areas of other 
cities. It is believed that first-class travel 
will be abolished, eYen on long distance 
trains. The object is to economise the 
accommodation and make the most of avail­
able rolling-stock.'' 

That is just what we should have here. The 
few :first-class carriages used by a few dead­
heads and a few others should be made 
available to the working man, the man who is 
a great asset to this country in that he pays 
his rates, taxes, and fares. Why the neces­
sity for this class legislation by the Labour 
GovernmenH It is no good to Queensland. 
If we want democratic legislation then we 
must work together to get it. If the Govern­
ment adopt a policy that is not acceptable 
to the people, then some day they will tell 
them where to go. 

~Ir. Jesson: You travel first class your­
self. 

Mr. DART: I do, and second class also. 
I travel as fn;quently in second-class can-iages 
ns I do in first-class and I am just as com­
fortable there. The accommodation provided 
in the second-class carriages is just as com­
fortable as in the :first-class carriage. Recently 

I asked a question respecting the reYennc 
obtained from: first- and second-class fares on 
n certain brunch line during the previous 
12 months. I was informed that it wns £1,500 
aproximately from the sale of :first-claf's 
tickets and £79,000 from second-class tickets. 
If the Goyernmcnt would only economise in 
this direction we might get somewhere. 

I desire to say something with respect to 
sccondaTy industries, as it seems to be the 
topic of the day. The Government appear 
to be so wedded to their O\Vll ways that they 
cannot think along lines that would help the 
State by establishing secondary industries. 
The reason whv we do not receive more war­
time orders from the Federal Government is 
that Queensland has not advanced far enough 
in secondary industries to possess the necessary 
tools, lathes, and many other essentials used 
in foundries and factories for that work. 
'rhe Secretary for Mines knows well that the 
Commonwealth Government give the orders to 
people who have the lathes and other 
machinery ready for use. 

Evidence of high taxation in this State is 
to be found in the fact that taxation of 
secondary industries ranges from 2s. 1.2d. to 
6s. 3.6d. in the £1. The population of 
Adelaide is 322,988, ,,-hereas that of Brisbane 
as 335,520. In 1937-38 South Australia had 
1,980 factories and Queensland had 3,063, 
whereas in 1939-40 South Australia had 2,265 
factories and Queensand had 3,062. The 
people in Adelaide at one time were paying 
3s. to 3s. 3d. in the £1 in taxation, and 
to-day they pay a fiat rate of 2s. in the £1. 
That alteration in taxation has brought about 
their prosperity and that is why they haYe 
the material and the machinery to manufac­
ture the goods that are now required. Here 
such opportunities are not given to men with 
small capital, and men with capital are not 
encouraged to come here as they should be. 

The Secretary for Public Lauds: Did 
you hear what the hon. member for Hamilton 
said the other day: that he cmne here with 
£75 and is now employing 200 people~ That 
happened under a Labour Government. 

Mr. DART: If the Secretary for Public 
Lands \Vill listen I will read a report of an 
interview with the hon. member for Hamilton 
on his rctnrn from England a few ycaTs ago. 
It reads-

"New Mill Planned. 

"Cotton-Piece Plant Here. 

''A cotton-piece goods mill will be csta1'­
lished in Brisbane in the near fntme, if 
the management can obtain preference and 
relief from taxation in the initial stages. 

''This statement was made bv Mr. Bruce 
Pie, managing director of Bruce Pie and 
Company, who returned yesterdnv from 
England by air. · 

"The proposal was distinct from that 
of Davies, Coop Company, of Melbourne, he 
said. Half the capital would be found in 
England and half in Queensland. 

''A weaving plant of about 100 loom£ 
was ready to be shipped immediate]~·-
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"It will Le set up in Brisbane, if satis­
factory anangcments can be made with the 
Queensland Government regarding prefer­
ence and taxation until the industry is 
established, Mr. Pie added. 

' 'The site has not been selected yet. 
It may be that two more storeys will be 
added to my company's premises in the 
Valley, or some other site may Le obtained. 

''It was intended, it was stated, to 
bring beb1·een 20 nnd 30 operatives from 
Manchester in the initial stages.'' 

I do not know whether the hon. member for 
Hamilton has made these arrangements witn 
the Government since he returned from 
England, but I will say this: every man who 
is prepared to establish a business here and 
who is prepaTed to bring capital into the 
country or help capital to come in, should be 
encouraged by this Government, irrespective 
of whether he is Mr. Bruce Pie or some other 
pie. (Laughter.) 

Mr. PIE: I rise to a point of order. I 
take strong objection to the use of my name 
in the manner adopted by the hon member 
for Wynnnm. It is a good name and I appre­
ciate it; I do not appreciate the hilarity 
the hon. member for \Vynnum makes about it. 

The CHAIR3fAN: Order! The hon. 
member for Hamilton takes exception to the 
remarks of' the hon. member for \Vynnum in 
connection witl1 his name. I ask the hon. 
member for Wynnum to withdraw. 

Mr. DART: I will say the hon. member 
for Hamilton. The State Government can 
look forwar<l to much assistance from the 
Commonwealth Government. They have 
handsomely assisted us up to the present. 
I have here the Teport of a statement made 
by the new AustTalian PTime MinisteT, Mr. 
Fadden, which Tends-

" Queensland's Part in War Effort. 

'' The Prime Minister (Mr. Fad den) 
made a statement in Canberra last night 
amplifying his reference last week to 
Queensland's place in the war effort. 

''I want Queenslanders to be perfectly 
clear on my desire to decentralise the war 
effort, he said. 

''References have been made to a 
reported military idea that there is nothing 
to defend beyond Brisbane. Queens­
landcrs, surely, no longer need assurances 
about the complete defence of Australia. 

''The air force does not stop at the 
T\Yced; nor does the work of the navy 
ClHl at Point Danger; anu the aTm'y is ~0 
mobile that it can be used wherever 1t 
may be needed. 

''State's Raw Material. 

''In the matter of war industries 
Queenslanders will, I am sure, make allow­
ances for the time factor. In the first two 
years of war the Government has hacl to 
use industrial facilities "·here they existed 
-in New South ·wales, Victoria, and 
South Australia. Queenslanders, however, 

should not lose sight of the fact that while 
greater industrial nrtivity is taking place 
in other States the bulk of the raw 
material is being drawn from Queensland. 

''I am fully alive to the need for 
decentralisation, but under war pressure 
we mnst first make full use of Australia's 
established industrial strength, which, 
unfortunately for Queensland, lies in other 
States. 

"I repeat, however, that Queensland and 
other States not wt so industrialised will 
be compensated in other directions.'' 

In confirnl'ation of that, we read statements 
in the ''Sunday Mail'' and the ''Courier­
Mail'' of yesterday's date-

" £8 Millions on \YaT J"ob Machinery. 

' 'C~ueensland has received orders for 
£246,207 \Yorth of the machines to be used 
in munitions work. 

"ReYcaling this today, the Munitions 
Minister (Senator McBricle) said that enor­
mous demands were made on the engineer­
ing industry to manufacture production 
plant for munitions. 

'' 1\fany thousands of machine tools, 
presses, and other production units already 
had been delivered, and the tendency was 
for an ever-increasin,g proportion of Aus­
tralian plant to be installed in new fac·· 
torics, or extensions to existing shops. 

''Distribution of the orders had been-

£ 
Queensland 246,207 
Victoria 3,461,205 
New South Wales 3,773,949 
South Australia 460,983 
Western Australia 112,467 
'Tasmania 73,425'' 

Had Queensland a greater number of 
industrialised plants working in the second­
ary industries, I am sure that the State 
would rcceiYe a greater amount of war work, 
but taxation is so high that in the past 
people have been afraid to come to this State 
to expC'nd their money on secondary indus­
tries. Queensland is a prim'ary-producing 
State, but it can support secondary indus­
tries also. Both should work hand in hand. 
We in the city have the interests of the 
countr)· people at heart just as much as 
have t!1e residents of our rural areas. We 
know the city ancl country must work 
together. If we cannot have co-operation 
between the country and city, this State will 
never progress. So· long as we have the 
country districts producing and the city areas 
manufacturing, we shall have all that we 
require. \V e shall attract to this State 
people who >vish to invest money. Our 
citizens will enjoy the benefits of work. They 
will receiYe not only award rates, but extras 
by way of overtime, if they are good men. 
\Ve all know that most employers are prone 
to gi1·e more than the basic 1vage to good 
men. 

lUr. Jesson: You want to be careful of 
your blood pressure. 
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Mr. DART: If I were as weak as the hon. 
member, I might be ufraid of blood pressure. 
I have never been afraid of blood pressure. 
I think the hon. meniber has been making 
hot pies for too long. 

I can see many ways by which the Govern­
ment could lwve improved the Budget, many 
ways by which they could have effected 
savings and encouraged people to invest 
capital here. Our unemployment is down to 
3 per cent. Almost every man ~who cares to 
geek it can find work. There may be a few 
>vho lwve been unable to get it, and such 
a man should receive more from' the Govern­
ment tilan he does. Not all men are for­
tunate enough to be out of work only long 
enot,gh to enjoy the benefits of the unem­
ployed J,·orkers' insurance. Son1e are unem­
ployed for so long that they have to depend 
on the 17s. from the Government for a man 
and his wife and a mere pittance for the 
children. lt is time the Govemment did 
more for the child 11hose parents are unem­
ployed. 

]}Ir. Jesson: You could easily help them 
yoursdf. 

Mr. DART: I have helped them. The 
Gorenunent mu.;t 12,'ive sonlc consideration to 
the young men and \Yomen wl10 are just 
going out into the world to earn their living. 
lmmediately they sta1t work they are 
exr,ected to keep their parents, if they 
are out of work, even though these youngsters 
may Le getting less than the basic wage. 
Ono ~::s~ 1oame before my notice in which 
two young g'ids \Yel'e expected by this 
Gownnnent to keep their father and mother, 
ami one of t!wse girls was ulldcr 20 years 
or age. Neither young girls nor young boys 
shonl,l hn ve to keep their parents. 

T< lllay Le said that if those youngsters 
born·cl mnty from home they can retain all 
that e,un. Tbr~t may be so, but if 
that is Government's attitude, then all 
I nm is that they arc driving young 
~irls !Joys away from home if their 
1u~he1·3 ~ ... ~1d n1othurs h;:qJpen to be vnclu­
pio.) eu. 

It is a shame for any Government to 
encourage young girls to live away from 
home. I realise that there are some sensible 
men occupying Government benches who 
believe that a young girl should not live away 
from her parents until she has reached the 
age of at least 20. If a young 1voman is 
ean1ing a certain amount of money she should 
be allowed to live at home without hindrance 
ancl if her father is out of work then the 
motheT and the father should recei\',3 ~what­
ever aill the Government can give them. 

I think that unemployment assistance is 
not a rkqnate in the case of a married man 
ll'ith a \Yife and children, and I hope that the 
Treasmer will be kind to such persons. The 
Gonrnment should be humane and consider 
the r1own-and-out man who has a wife and 
children to keep. Personally, I do not think 
that they have giYen nry much tho11ght to 
the <juestion because if they had thvv wo•1ld 
have felt constrained to help along the lines 

I have mentioned. l cannot believe tiwt the 
Treasurer would say that a little child should 
live on 3s. 9d. a week with an extra 9u. fur 
milk. Let us reckon that out and see how 
much it is a day. vVhy, it represents less 
than half a pint of milk. 

'file Treasurer: It is ls. a week. 

JUr. nART: 3s. 9d. was the amount, and 
the Gol'ernment added 9d. to make it 4s. 6rL 
l say the sooner this state of affairs 1s 
remedied the better. 

I do not think that the 'l'reasurer has giveu 
Yeq much consideration to the difiiculties of 
the people on the lam1. They should get 
every consicleration. The Secretary for 
Labour and Industry has a happy knack of 
camouflaging or 1•ooli11g flgnrecJ. lie snid •Lat 
after he had pooled certain moneys, including 
those received by way of the Stqtc develop­
ment tax, he was able to dc,·otc £80,000 to 
irrigation purposes. In a country anch as 
Queensland, which is subject to prlllonger1 
droughts, that is not sufficient. '!'he Ft>ckral 
Government have been kind to the producers 
in Queensland \\·ho arc enpage<l in eotton 
production. They have promised to pay up 
to 15d. a lb. for cotton and that payment is 
gunnmteed for the chnation of the war ancl 
12 months thl'l'caftcr. If it can be success­
fully grown cotton will prove to be an industry 
of national im1Jortance and this State Govern­
ment should give such national assets every 
possible encouragement. 

I went to the department presided on';· by 
the Seeretary for Public Lanr1s and made 
inguiries as to >vhat was being done about 
irrigation. The officers of his department 
were not able to gi1·e me full particulars and 
referred me to the ~1Enister. That hon. gentle­
man made n very long speech this morning, 
nnrl was more conc8l'ned about party politics 
than about people living on the land who 
slwuld be served hv irrigntion. He did not 
mention the sum thnt his department will 
spend this year to help gro•.ers to get the 
price offered by the Commonwr~lth GoYern­
mcnt for cotton. If he is sincere l1e should 
bear in mind the important part that the 
cotton industry will play in this State, par­
ticularly in the \mr effort. There is a 
livelihood for many people in this industry. 

There are some people who enter Parlia­
lllt'nt, not for what they crrn get out of it for 
themselves, lmt with the object of helping 
reople to uirn a living for themselves. These 
pecplc on the lund do not look to the Govern­
ment. for u grent deal of help. The Govern­
ment may say that they have already con· 
strncted roads and railways. I give them 
creclit for the roads that tliP)' have built, but 
nt the same time I remind them tha:t Govern­
ments before them built roads and railways. 
Jf the means of transport ure already avail­
able, why not give the people irrigation so 
that they can grow crops that they can sell~ 

Mr. Jesson: What point are you trying 
to ma1<e 1 

JUr. DART: My point is that without 
irrigation the crops will fail. 'rhe hon. mem­
her for Kennedy represents a canegrowing 
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di&trict and he should know that cane is a 
drought-resisting plant and that it can with­
stand much hot, dry weather, whereas cotton 
is grown on a small bush that is not dFought· 
resisting but requires moisture. We have 
many good streams that could be harnessed 
for irrigntion purposes and we have land 
suitable for cotton cultivation, and I am sure 
that if money was spent in this direction the 
State and the people woulll reap a consider­
able benefit. 

There is one outstanding fact about hon. 
members opposite, and tha't is that the Gov­
erllment are not capable of deciding big 
issues. Since I was relluncd to Parliament 
an Act has been passed proyiding for the 
appointment of a Co-ordinator-Generril of 
Public Works to assist Ministers of the 
Crown, but the Ministers should be able to 
carry out their ministerial duties and llecicte 
big issues without a: Co-ordinator-General. 
Before the appointment of any Co-ordinator 
General bridges were built, roads constructed, 
millions of pounds spent upon the construction 
of railways, and fine public buildings erected 
throughout the city and the State that have 
been a monument to the people responsible 
fo.r them. To-day, the money has to be spent 
under an even higher direction tha'n a Minister 
and thus the responsibility for fnilures can be 
passed on to someone else. When I was in 
the Brisbane City Council and the majority 
decided upon certain expenditure, the money 
was always spent for that purpose. Hm>ever, 
since I have left the council fl, bridge has 
been closed, and although the Co-ordinator­
General has been consulted about it a new 
onE' has not been built to replace it. It has 
been closed for three years. At the last elec­
tions some members of the Brisbane Citv 
Council were elected to this Parliament and 
they can verify my rema'rks. The bridge I 
have in mind is at Doboy Creek. It was 
closed after I left: the council and it is still 
closed. I have been to the Co-ordinator­
General with other aldermen of the Brisbane 
City Council with the object of having a new 
bridge built, but nothing has been done. 

The Treasurer: Is there not an electric­
light undertaking in that district~ You 
should have the power from that plant 
switched on to your parish pump. 

Mr. DART: There are other hon. 
members who use the parish pump much more 
vigorously than I do. The Treasurer himself 
is a very live wire, even without the power. 
The least we can do is to switch the power 
on to him. 

I have nothing personally against the 
Co-ordinator-General-Mr. Kemp is a very fine 
man, and a gentleman-but if we have too 
many officers dealing with the business of the 
country we are reminded of the old saying 
U1at too many cooks spoil the broth, and if 
we have too many fingers in the pie there is 
bound to· be failure somewhere. 

Progress reported. 

The House adjourned at 4.42 p.m. 
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