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“hoth l« nf the Labour Party. They
Peraudse one section of the civil serviece that
is doing and will continue to do magnificent
service to the State of Queensland.

Myr. Riordan: What other concessions are
they granted?

Mr. LUCKINS: I have yet to learn that
they enjoy concessions not extended to other
unions. Perhaps I might make a comparison
with the Australian Workers’ Union, this
wonderful organisation that is playing so
prominent a part in the public life of Queens-
land to-day. I know of the deeds of early
pioneers of the Labour movement and men
associated with the Australian Workers’
Union. I refer to one in particular—and to
him T pay my respeets this afternoon—in the
person  of an ex-Premier, Mr. William
MeCormack. Such men as he did the pioncer-
ing work of the Labour movement, and accom-
plished something. In the accomplishing of
anything, however, I do not think it is desir-
able that any one union should arrogate to
itself the right to dictate to a Government.
I make that assertion advisedly. I have
never been a member of a union, nor do I
desire to be one, but I want to see the
community well protected and well cared for,
and the best consideration given to the
workers in this State.

I propose to refer to a question that has

en agitating the minds of members of the
Ajstralian Workgrs’ Union. Members of that
unon, T believe, pay a sum of 25s. a year
anc receive nothing in return for their contri-
butivs, It may be advisable to suggest that
the vagt volume of money that has accumu-
lated to date might be sent back to the
member who have served in the union for 25
years ana ypwards in the form of sick pay,
or somie -gther consideration.

Mr. Riordam: You are not a member.

Mr, LUCKINS: I am not a member and
do not desire to be one, but that fact does
not stop me from having my interests asso-
ciated with those members who perhaps have
no control over the working of the Australian
Workers’ Union. There is a form of mono-
poly, an unfortunate form of monopoly—and
T am not going to call those in authority para-
sites, nor am I going to indulge in personali-
ties so long as I am a member of this
Chamber. If I can make a case for those
people who are desirous of bringing before
Parliament the conditions under which they
work and live I shall do so, but T do not
desire to indulge in personalities. No hon.
member opposite can truthfully accuse me of
being personal in any matter of public impor-
tance with which I have been associated.

Mr, Dunstan: You are very sly about it.

Mr. LUCKINS: I do not know. I am here
to be cross-examined; I am here to be tackled
if the hon. member thinks it is possible to
tackle me on that question, and I am here to
defend myself in the best interests of those
on whose behalf I speak. If any hon. member
opposite has any suggestion to offer he can
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get up in this Chamber and tell me why
these things should not be dome. My friend,
the hon. member for Bowen, has a very fine
appearance from an avoirdupois point of view;
he may be able to tell me something about
Queensland that I do not know, and I shall
be interested to know something about it from
his angle. Unfortunately, however, he looks
to me like a typieal member of the Australian
Workers’ Union or an ex-member of it.

Mr. Gair: Now you are personal.

Mr. LUCI‘HNS: Because they have power
to say who is going to be their representative
in any position or to be a candidate in any
plebiscite.

A Government Member: That is a lie.

My, LUCKINS: I know something about
it and I know more perhaps, Mr. Speaker,
than you would like me to tell you. However,
it ean never be expected that a union that
controlled a political movement is going to
suceeed, because eventually it will devour
itself in an attempt to gain control over direet
representation in this Parliament.

My, Mann: That is what your party is
hoping for.

Mr. LUCKINS: My party is quite able
to look after itself and its interests. We
shonld be able to lead or give a lead to the
Government in the exercise of their authority
in the best interests of all, and not in the
interests of omly a section of the community.
I have referred to the Police Department, and
I hope that my remarks will fall on sympa-
thetic ears. I think it will. I have no desire
to gain a few votes from the police, nor do I
think T shall get any.

A Government Member: You are telling
us.

Mr. LUCKINS: My hon. friend may know.
I do not know. I am not in a position te
know just how many votes are allocated to
each district. I am under the impression
that about 800 extra votes were put into Maree
at the last elections, and that they have dis-
appeared very methodically during the last
few weeks. That has been known to me. To
put our house in order politically we must
have the best form of enrolment at the elee-
toral office. I find no fault with the electoral
office. If Mr. Smith comes down from the
North and spends two or three months in the
metropolitan area and gets on the State elec-
toral roll for, say, Timbuctoo, or some other
distriet

Mr. Mann: Or Maree.

Mr., LUCKINS: Yes, Maree—I was going
to say Maree. And if he is a man who works
at a seasonal occupation in North Queensland
and is known as someone else up there, as
J. W. Smith, and thinks he has two votes

Mr. Jesson: How do you know he has
two votes?

Mr. LUCKINS: I know from experience
that probably there are many men and women
on the eleetoral roll for Brisbane who are not
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properly qualified by residence to be

permanently on that roll,

Mz, Mann: It is your duty to point that
out to the electoral registrar.

Mr. LUCKINS: I am not proposing to
take any work away from the clectoral office
because hon. members opposite might condemn
me for holding two jobs. This is peculiar
to any member of the Labour Party, and
it is their duty to do whatever is right in
the interests of the community so far as they
can see it. I am reminded, Mr. Speaker, b\
my hon. friends opposite that they perhaps
know more about this than I do.

I commend the Premier for his action in
cleaning up the plebiscite racket in the selce-
tion of Labour eandidates, in conneetion with
which there have been some unfortunate inei-
dents in the past few vears. (Government
laughter.) These matters all have a peculiar
reaction. They are, in my opinion, some of
the blackest chapters in the history of
Quecnsland, ’

The Secretary for Public Works and
Public Instruetion: You have been very
successful, anyhow,

Mr. LUCKINS: T have had to fight for
my success., I owe nothing to the Labour
Party for my position in life, but T do owe
something to the community. I came from
the bush to the city and through certain
processes in public lifc I have become a
member of Parliament. I was not unmind-
ful that the door of public life might be
Open to me, as it has been to others, and
that T might become a successful member of
Parliament. T do not know that yet. T have
to be judged not by the Labour Party, but
by the electors of the electoral distriet of
Maree. I propose to give those electors the
best serviece I possibly ecan.,

I intend to deal with one or two other
Government activities. I am sure that the
Minister in charge will not take me to task
for reminding him of the state of the Publie
Library in William street. T suggest to any
member of Parliament that he visit that
institution-to=day-and-havea look gtit~ him:
self. I do not know whether it is due to
shortage of staff, but the library shelves are
in a dirty, dilapidated state.

Mr. Jessom: There are not many votes
in the Public Library.

Mr, LUCKINS: That is so; that is why
the Government give it so little attention.

I remind you, Mr. Speaker, that the sani-
tary pan system is still in vogue at the Public
Library, notwithstanding that the Govern-
ment and the Brisbane City Counecil by pro-
cess of law are compelling houscholders to
connect with the sewerage system. I saw it
only vesterday. What can we expect from
the development point of view in a city such
as Brishane—and a very noble city it is, a
city that demands the best that our public
men can give it—if that state of affairs exists
in a Government institution?
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There are many other departments whose
work is not in the best interests of the State
about which T want to remind the Govern-
ment. I give the Minister for Transport
credit for having completely changed the
outlook at the Roma Street railway station.
It is something we may all be proud of, but
in striking contrast I want to take hon.
members to Woolloongabba, a section of a
district I have the honour to represent. I
consider it a very great honour to represent
that part of my electoral district as it was
skilfully sliced off the Buranda eclectorate
some years ago with the idea that it would
swing the balance of the secales in Maree
in favour of Labour. The beautification of
the surroundings of Roma Street railway
station is another instance of the staff’s
taking an interest in the surroundings of
railwav stations and adding to the appear-
ance and development of the eity, but I do
not altogether agree with the department’s
outlook at ‘Woolloongabba. The railway
premises there are a very dirty and unsightly
section of a great public utility.

Mr. Taylor: Do you suggest shifting
Woolloongabba railway yards further out?

Mr., LUCKINS: I do not; I am suggesting
that they be kept clean and decent so that
citizens of this city can see by example what
the Government expect from private property
owners in the district. I regret the necessity
to refer to this matter, but a very large ares
in that vieinity is controlled by the depar-
ment and it should be cleaned and beautifiet

1 do not think it would be amiss if I asled
the department, if it cannot control it to fund
it over to the Brisbane City Council.

A Government Member: For them t sell
it ?

Mr. LUCKINS: They would then be ir
a position to make it a tr.ag of beauty.
give the Police Welfare Committee credit £o.
the fact that they have converted a dump ab
Woolloongabba into one of the prettiest little
parks it is possible to see, and have done it at
their own expense. My friend asks me
whether if the Woolloongabba railway yards
went to the council, the couneil would sell them,
Do howniefibers opposite want to be
reminded of what the Labour council did
about the park at Hamilton—how they filched
it away from the workers’ families and sold
it to private enterprise?

Mr. Mann interjected.

Mr. LUCKINS: I will tell the hon.
member another about the lease of the Hamil-
ton wharf, on which a Labour council lent
over £86,000 of the ratepayers’ money at the
lowest rate of interest, repayable in 40 years.
Will I tell hon. members something about the
old Town Hall, where they came in and got
a concession without publiely advertising the
faet, and a magnificent offer was made
to the eouncil by which one man acquired a
30 years’ lease at a nominal rent of £5,000
and was lent £15,000 of the ratepayers’ money
for 30 years without interest?

My desire is not to have a repetition of
these things; whatever has happened in the
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past, let us forget it; but as my friend
prompted me, I thought I would give him a
little jolt just to remind him that everything
was not lovely in the garden of Iabour
politiecs. T am not blaming the Premier or
members of Parliament, but I am particu-
larly interested to know how that Labour
council should have been in a position to give
a 40 years’ lease of the wharves at Newstead
with the option of a further 40 years. If my
memory serves me right, the lessees had no
elaim on the munieipality to a grant of that
site or a claim that the council should resume
it for that purpose. They were paying £5,000
a year for the wharves in South Brisbane,
which they let, and conveniently put them-
selves in a position to obtain one of the best
sites possible at Newstead. It would have
been a nice gesture if the Government stepped
in and said, ‘“*We will acquire this site.’”’
Then we should have known that the profit
aceruing from it would be used in the interests
of the workers of this State.

Mr. Jesson: You would have found scme-
thing wrong with that.

Mr. LUCKINS: I find nothing wrong
with anything that is right and honourable
and just. I like a man who does make a
mistake to admit it publicly and apologise
for making it. If I have made any mistakes
in my public life or have done something that
was not in the interests of the publie T am
willing to admit it.

As to the State Transport Commission, I
should like to see the Government consider
transport questions from this angle: the
municipality has a very competent staff to
guide the destinies of transport in Greater
Brisbane, and T should like the Government
to hand over transport in Brisbane to the
management of the council. They could then
govern their own busses and the private busses
operating within the Greater Brisbane area.
It might be interesting for hon. members to
know that the council busses pay the heavy
vehicles tax on the Story Bridge. It would
be a good gesture if a semi-governmental body
such as the Brisbane City Council forewent
that, inasmuch as we know that the rates of
this city are to-day far too high.

Mr. Taylor: We should be better off in
Queensland if they were all under one Trans-
port Commission as in New South Wales.

Mr, LUCKINS: I am not interested in
the suggestion of the hon. member for Enog-
gera at present.

There are other matters that might concern
Government departments from the point of
view of co-operation with the municipality.
The first is the disposal of the beautiful allu-
vial soil that is being taken from the river
bank in the very necessary work of widening
the river. When I represented the distriet of
Maree in the council the counecil approached
the department with a view to getting the soil
from the embankments that were cut away.
We received a little, but something occurred
in the meantime and it was found that it was
not advicable for the department to allow the
couneil to take the soil away. At New Farm
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they are widening the river, and it would be
a great thing if the council could get per-
mission to take thig beautiful alluvial soil.
Instead, this soil is being emptied into the
river. First of all it is dredged up from the
river, and then carted down the river. I make
the suggestion that the soil on the embank-
ment be given to the council to help it
beautify the parks of the ¢ity, and in turn
the Government use soil taken from the river
in dredging in the reclamation of the waste
lands on the south bank, thus making them
profitable to the department of Publiec Lands,

The suggestion I now make will not be very
pleasing to the Ministers concerned, and it is
that during the war period the Premier reduce
the number of his Ministers by approximately
half.

Mr. Taylor: Duplication.

My, LUCKINS: Never mind about that.
There are as many Ministers in Australia as
in the Imperial War Cabinet. It would be a
nice gesture if the money the extra Ministers
receive went towards the war effort. My
suggestion is that there be amalgamation of
departments and that the number of Ministers
be reduced from 10 or 12 as the case may be,
to six.

My, Taylor: By vyour mathematical
analysis you will reduce yourself to nothing.

My, LUCKINS: I would reduce the hon.
member to somewhere if I had the oppor-
tunity. T think he is the biggest nuisance
we have had here for some time.

Mr. Taylor: You have been here for only
a few minutes, virtually, and you are not com-
petent to judge.

MMr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr., LUCKINS: I hope the hon, member
will speak for himself. We have now to find
ways and means of fortifying the Common-
wealth.

Myr. Clayton: Why not members as well?

Mr. LUCKINS: I am coming to that, if
Lon. members will give me time. I suppose 1
shall not be popular. I am speaking in the
intevests of the community. I am not here
in the interests of any party or any person,
but whilst here I intend to advoeate that which
ig wise and fair. It is only a matter of time
till State Parliaments will have disappeared.
Ags we arve a federation, it would be in the
interests of Australia to have one Parliament,
one destiny, one people. It would be a very
good gesture to reduce the number of
Ministers from, say, 12 to 6, and give those
remaining an opportunity of showing their
worth by managing the amalgamated depart-
ments.

I think that must come, and in the inferim
we could find ways and means of conveniently
reducing the number of members of Parlia-
ment.

Mr. Jessons Is that to save money?

Mr. LUCKINS: Yes. Unfortunately, most
Governments are mainly concerned with spend-
ing the people’s money. I have never yet
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seen them very concerned about saving the
people’s money, If they adopted my sugges-
tion they would be doing a service that would
be in the best interests of the State.

During the election I advoeated the building
of a public hospital in South Brishane. The
population of South Brisbane is about 42 per
cent, of the total of the city of Brisbane,
whiech is estimated at 330,000. Facilities
should be provided in such an area as that for
the care of the sick. A hospital should be
erected either in or adjacent to South
Brigbane. I suggest that the Secretary for
Health and Home Affairs is spending too
much money on hospitals and additional hospi-
tals on their present sites.

‘Whilst dealing with these matters I should
like to draw the attention of the House to
a question that is requiring urgent considera-
tion, We control the lazaret at Peel Island.
The unfortunate men, women, and children
who are sent there are supposed to be suffering
from a disease that makes it desirable in the
interests of society that they be not allowed
to roam at large. Many of those unfortu-
nate patients have been discharged and
allowed to wander about the city to be called
up for further examination by the depart-
ment at any time. The point that I desire to
stress is that when these unfortunate people
who have been confined to the lazaret for the
protection and benefit of society are dis-
charged, they are in the unenviable position
of being ostracised because they have been
inmates of that institution. It would be a
nice gesture for the department to make provi-
sion on the Estimates this year to give these
discharged inmates some monetary considera-
tion for what they have suffered at the hands
of society. I recommend that the statute
governing the lazaret be amended to provide
for that. It is one of our old laws, intro-
duced, I think, in 1895. Tt badly neceds
revising. I am pleased to hear that the
Secretary for Health and Home Affairs
proposes to provide better accommodation
down there. That will certainly have my
utmost support. ’

I judge, from the ringing of the hell, that
my time is getting short. It handicaps me
somewhat. At one time there was no limit on
speeches in this Chamber, but I suppose the
bell was a good innovation in that it prevented
time from being wasted in Parliament by hon.
members who desired to talk rubbish.

Mr. Taylor: It is all right talking about
something worth while.

My, LUCKINS: It is, and there are many
matters that are worth while debating in this
Chamber. One is the allowance made to the
unemployed. The department concerned might
well be a little more liberal in its aid to
those who are out of work., Many unemployed
are receiving only the old-age pension. Others
are deprived of a certain amount of help when
the younger members of the family are taken
away from school and put to work.

I think that this is a question which should
concern the Minister., Nobody wants to
deny a married man rearing a family the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

right of enjoying the best conditions pos-
sible. As a member of Parliament, a citizen,
and a taxpayer, I should not mind econtri-
buting my bit, particularly when I know it
is going to be used for the welfare of the
younger generation, I am pleased that the
Premier said yesterday that he proposed to
introduce a Bill in respect of the rights of
juveniles and their employment. That should
be commended. We should do all in our
power in the interests of the younger gene-
ration, because it is the younger people of
to-day who will be the guardians of society
in the years to come.

(Time expired).

Mr. A. J. SMITH (Carpentaria) (2.56
p.m.): I congratulate the hon members for
Gregory and Kelvin Grove on their contribu-
tions to the debate in moving and seeonding
the Address in Reply to the Speech delivered
by His Excellency. Like the hon. member
for Gregory, I represent an electorate in the
kack country of the State where the people
arc suffering the most trying conditions.
They are taking a buffeting such as our Aus-
tralian soldiers are getting to-day at Tobruk.
They are suffering privations without murmur,
out look to this Parliament and the Federal
Government to ease their lot.

I congratulate you, Mr., Speaker, on your
return to office. As a new member to this
Assembly I cannot speak of the past, but
because of yonr unanimous re-election to the
pesition I solidly place myself behind you.

My task in this Parliament will be an
onerous one, because I am following in the
footsteps of the Hon. John Mullan, a gentle-
man who was held in great esteem in this
Asgsembly and who devoted the whole of his
life not only to Queensland but to the Com-
monwealth and the Australian Labour move-
ment.

Honourable Members: Hear, hear!

Mr, A. J. SMITH: A man who has had
to retive after giving his life to the workers
and the Australian Labour movement deserves
the highest eredit or reward that any man
can receive.

I have heard Queensland’s war effort dis-
cussed in this Chamber; I say that our war
effort is 100 per cent. but I find that the
Commonwealth Government have been only
half-hearted in their efforts. To prove my
statements I wish to turn to events hap-
pening in Queensland to-day. The electorate
of Carpentaria abounds in mineral deposits
and for its size has more than any country
in Kurope, particularly those in which men,
women, and children are being slaughtered
for the possession of mineral wealth. To-day
in our papers and over the wireless we hear
the call from the Federal Government for
copper. Iet me tell hon. members that the
mineral belt in the Cloncurry area played a
prominent part in the Great War of 1914-18.
That arca employed between 6,000 and 7,000
miners and contributed 1,500 toms of copper
a month towards the 1914-18 war effort.
The field is still in its infancy and has been
worked for only a short period. Millions of
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tons of copper are still lying beneath the
surface of the earth, but the Federal Gov-
ernment, instead of passing legislation for
the supply of money for the erection of
smelters and concentration plants for the pro-
daction of that copper and its use in the
present war effort, would sooner import
hundreds of thousands of tons into this
country at fabulous prices. They refuse to
divulge the price to the public or to anybody
who secks the information.

There is also an extensive lead field in
the electorate, which was brought to life and
fostered with the support of the Queensland
Labour Government, and to-day the lead
industry is playing a prominent part in the
war effort. However, because of the sym-
pathy between the Siamese twins, the Fedcral
Government and the Broken Hill people, the
Federal (Government are ignoring the possi-
bilities of the silver-lead and copper fields in
the neighbourhood of Mount Isa. The general
manager of the Mount Isa Company has gone
to Sydney with the object of entering into
an agreecment to supply silver-lead to the
Imperial Government for war purposes. Why
should this man have to go on his bended
knees to the Federal Government beseeching
them to make the utmost use of the copper
and lead lodes available in Australia for our
own war effort, especially as if he is not
suceessful hundreds of men will be thrown out
of work?

We were told in the Press a few days ago
that the ILiysaght works at Newcastle were
compelled to close through the want of zine,
whereas to-dayv we have between 60,000 tons
and 70,000 tons of zine stacked in the great
mineral belt in the Carpentaria electorate.
If the Commonwealth Government had been
willing to make money available for the
manufacture of zine concentrates at Mount
Isa, it would not have been necessary for the
Lysaght works to close down and hinder our
war effort to that extent.

I have made three suggestions that could
be adopted with advantage in furthering our
war effort. Hon. members opposite complain
that there are not enough factories in this
State, but what is the use of erecting fac-
tories for the manufacture of machinery for
war purposes when the Federal Government
refuse to exploit the industrial and mineral
fields that are available in this State to-day?
Recently, the Tederal Government advanced
a sum of £10,000 to the Mount Morgan
Company.

An Opposition Member: That is a help.

Mr. A. J. SMITH: It is a help, but it is
producing only 1,500 tons a year, whereas
a field that is capable of produeing thousands
of tons a month is compelled to lie idle.
This field holds fabulous resources. It is
ridiculous to think that the Federal Govern-
ment should sit idly by and import into this
country the mineral that could be easily won
in the Carpentaria electorate. I believe that
if the Commonwealth Government advanced
£350,000 for the establishment of a zine
refinery anywhere in Queensland we could
produce all the explosives needed for war,
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and by the expenditure of a few thousand
pounds after the war this refinery could be
converted to the manufacture of superphos-
phates and other materials urgently mneeded
for agriculture.

Hon. members opposite have ecriticised the
Queensland  Labour Government for their
alleged inactivity in conmection with the war
effort. Why, a few years ago the Mount
Morgan works were idle. There was no
foreign capital available and no help forth-
coming from the Federal Government to
permit of their being reopened. IHowever,
with the help of the State Labour Govern-
ment, DMount Morgan was reopened and
to-day it is playing a prominent part in our
war cffort. The modern method of warfare
involving the mechanisation of the army calls
for a tremendous expansion in the industrial
and mineral field. If the Japanese Govern-
ment sent an army of invasion to Queens-
land they would have no need to come further
south than Bowen and west of Bowen to the
border of South Australia until it suited
them. They could settle down in our mineral,
agricultural, and pastoral fields north of that
line and in proximity to our fishing resources
and meatworks, thus stabilise their position
for 10 years and not bother to come any
further south until it suited them. Yet the
Federal Government at Canberra accuse every
other Government and organisation of mnot
playing their part in the war effort. They
are prepared to spend huge sumg of money
in setting up a mining commission, while
we have in Queensland one of the finest
organisations associated with mining—that
is, the State Mines Department. The Mines
Department has assayed and surveyed every
known mining field in Queensland. The
Federal Mining Commission came to Bris-
bane, ignored the Mines Department, and, in
effect, forgot that it ever existed. It would
have needed only a letter from Mr, Menzies
to our Premier to get all the information
showing the size of the lodes, the assays, and
the values in the different fields, and the
Premier would have made that information
available in a few hours.

The Federal Man Power Committee visited
this State and travelled to Rockhampton and
other centres. Its members took evidence
from representatives of private enterprises—
such as the management of Mount Morgan—
but those representatives spoke for their own
industries only. In a time of crisis we should
not speak for our own businesses and indus-
tries but for the resources of the whole State.
The Queensland Government have information
as to all those resources in their different State
departments, and these could have been placed
at the disposal of the Federal Government
had they asked for it.

We find, too, that the North is undefended
in the war effort of the Commonwealth. The
electoral district of Carpentaria is the buffer
area of the Commonwealth in the event of
an invasion of this nation from the north—
no invasion will oceur in the southern part
of this continent—yet there is not one road,
not one gun, or anything else in that distriet
for its defence. Perhaps Brisbane, or the
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capital and industrial centres in the South,
can look with confidence for some protection
in the case of invasion, but our inland areas,
particularly this buffer area, have no defencc
against sea invasion. The Commonwealth
huve spent from a quarter to half a million
pounds on the construction of a road east-
wards to Perth in the west. This money
could have been well spent in the defence
of Northern Australia. A huge road is neces-
sary to develop the mineral belt of North
Queensland, There is a mineral belt in the
Carpentaria eclectorate of 200 miles by 80
miles. That belt contains untold mineral
wealth, which this country requires hoth for
its war-time and peace-time efforts.

I heard an hon. member say that it might
yet be necessary to tear down the Story Bridge
to utilisc its steel for armaments. That will
bz a sorry day mot only for Brishbane but
for Queensland and the British - Empire.
There are in my district huge deposits of iron
ore sufficient for 20 Story bridges, the com-
plete requirements of our army mechanisa-
tion, and the mneeds of our Navy and Air
Forces. There is in Iron Mountain at Clon-
curry no less than 55,000,000 tons of iron ore
in sight without any exploration, Why have
not the Federal Government made use of that
huge deposit? It is ridiculous for hon.
members to say that some day it might be
necessary to tear down the Story Bridge for
war purposcs when such huge deposits of iron
are lying idle.

Then we have our gold resources still unde-
veloped. In my own electorate there are gold
resources requiring only a little capital for
the purchase of modern equipment, such as
slujcing and other machinery, to win that
wealth that is vitally necessary for the nation
to-day, and the produection of a few thousand
ounces of gold to-day would go far in the
modernisation of our Army, Navy, and Air
Force. The funetion of developing those
fields in a war effort is not a State one but
a Federal one.

The Federal Government can give assistance
to cenable the factories of the Broken Hill
Proprietary Company to be developed, yet
they can spend nothing in Queensland. They
have even taken our artisans away to the
detriment of our industries. Many of these
men have been trained in this State. In the
last three or four years the Mount Isa Com-
pany has trained 20 or 30 artisans who to-day
have been transferred to the mumitions fae-
tories in the Southern States. In the early
stages of the war the Federal member for
the Kennedy electorate, when the Federal
Government were looking for annexes for
munition-making, drew attention to the Mount
Isa Company, but Mr. Casey, the ex-Federal
Treasurer, replied, ‘“Too far away.’’ That
is an instance of the attitude the Federal
Government take up in regard to Queensland
industries. Yet, anything written within a
5-mile radius of Canberra, or the Broken Hill
Proprietary Works, is not too far away. It
is time that not omly State Governments
decentralised their industries, as the Queens-
Jand Government have done; it is time that
the Federal Government, also, decentralised
industry.
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Take the pastoral industry. We have in
North Queensland in my electorate an
important part of one of the best and most
prosperous industries in the Commonwealth—
the backbone of the Commonwealth, namely,
the sheep industry—but vested interests have
consistently opposed the establishment of a
wool-appraisement centre at Townsville, A
few years ago Mr. Fadden, the Federal
Treasuver, said that the North should be
developed.  Although he is Federal Treasurer,
he is only in that position so long as he works
for the vested interests that control him.

Mr. Fadden wholeheartedly supported the
proposal at Mackay and Townsville, but when
a deputation introduced by the hon. member
for Townsville waited on him as Treasurer
he said he could mot do anything about it.
It is time the Federal Government made
arrangements for the decentralisation of
industry. If we do not have decentralisation
of industry, when the soldiers come back
from the war, instead of going to the small
country towns to work, they will be doing
what they did after the last war—walking
the streets of the cities without anything to
do and with nowhere to go. It is the poliey
of the State Government to protect them to
the best of their ability, but it should he
the first plank in the platform of the Federal
Government to see that these men are not
roaming the streets begging for a feed ov
a suit of clothes or a pair of boots—which
up to the present they are doing.

In addition to the decentralisation of
industry, we must have the decentralisation
of marketing. The Commonwealth Govern-
nent get ships to come from Tasmania to
Sydney with fruit, and if they cannot sell
all the fruit there they feed them to the fish
in Sydney Harbour. (Opposition laughter.)
Why not have those ships refrigerated to
carry the fruit to Roekhampton, Townsville,
and Cairns in order that it may be distri-
buted to the people of the central and
far northern and western districts?  Hon.
members opposite may laugh, but I have seen
young children in the West whose health was
impaired owing to the lack of good fruit.

Mr. Muller: Do not blame the Federal
Government for it.

Mr. A. J. SMITH: They control market-
ing in the Commonwealth. Why cannot the
Tederal Government arrange for coastal ships
to carry the fruit from the Southern States
to the eentral and northern cities so that it
can be distributed to the central and north-
western-areas of the State by the State
Government’s efficient railway system? It is
too far to send the fruit from Sydney to
Cloncurry and Mount Isa without refrigera-
tion, but as hon. members opposite never had
a journey, exeept on a tram, they do not know
how the people in the back-country suffer.

Mr. Yeates: You mean the members of
of the Labour Party have not been off the
trams.

Mr. A, J. SMITH: I remember as a boy

that many hon. members on this side of the
Chamber walked with their swags—they were
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on the track and not on the tram, and that is
where hon. members opposite will never be.
Hon. members opposite may laugh when I
speak of fruit for the nutrition of the
children in the West, but I maintain that we
want a better fruit service for the North
and the West. I contend that the Federal
Government should inaugurate a fruit-distri-
buting system. The hon. member for Sand-
gate says we want better fish; I say that
we want better fruit for the children out-
back. What is wrong with the Federal
Government’s inaugurating a fruit-distribut-
ing system to carry the fruit from the South
to Rockhampton, Townsville, and Cairns in
order that it may be made available to the
children in the out-back ecountry who badly
need it? Hon. members opposite may laugh
and cndeavour to put the blame on this
Government.  Why should not the Federal
frovernment do what I suggest? 'They speak
of a housing scheme. 1 am a member of
the Cloneurry Shire Council, and I inaugur-
ated a housing scheme for the workers of
Mount Isa. The hon. the Premicr granted
the council £8,000 to provide houses for the
workers of Mount Isa, but the Tory members
of the eouncil overruled me and said they
would not do it. Hon. members opposite say
there should be a housing scheme, and that
we should have fresh milk for children. I
find in Brisbane, under the rule of the Tory
council, one cannot get accommodation for
children. For three weeks I have been try-
ing to get a flat, and every time my wife
seeks a flat she is told, ‘“No, you have got
children.”” Why should hon. members oppo-
site advocate free milk when they will not
give the children accommodation in the eity?

When children are taken to the outback
country and the West the people there are
only too pleased to make homes for them,
but in the city we find we cannot get a house
or even a room to sleep in. FHvidently we are
expected to take the family to a park or an
unemployment camp. The children of to-day
will be the men and women of to-morrow. It is
they who will take control of government,
and I sincerely hope they have the ideas
of their fathers and keep a Labour Govern-
ment in office in Queensland.

The TFederal Government asked every
member of Parliament to get behind them in
their war effort, but what do we find in the
Tederal sphere to-day? Merely because the
Prime Minister is not allowed to go to Eng-
land, he wants to upset the Commonwealth
Parliament and put the people to the expense
of an election. There are capable men outside
the Menzies Government who could go to
London and there represent the people of
Australia.

This, my first speech in this House, may be
amusing to hon. members of the Opposition,
but as time proceeds they will find that I shall
be no more amusing to them than they will
he ridiculous to me. I represent here people in
the outhack who know something of both the
Queensland Labour Government and the Com-
monwealth Government. T have no experience
of the Commonwealth House of Representa-
tives but have now had experience of hon.
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members opposite, and if the members of
the Commonwealth Government are anything
like those in Opposition here then the war
effort of Australia is in very bad hands. I
have always been 100 per cent, behind the
war effort of Queensland, and in this House
align myself with the Labour Government of
Queensland, who are 100 per cent. behind the
war effort of Queensland and of Australia.

In furtherance of the war effort the Federal
Government should be making use of the vast
mineral flelds in the North. They should be
constructing iron and steel works at Bowen, a
copper-smelting and concentration plant in the
Cloncurry area, and a zine-refining plant some-
where in the North. These three minerals are
the basis of war effort. If there are no
factories to work the minerals to make tools,
tanks, and aeroplanes, money and man power
in the fighting forees will be of no use. If the
Federal Government continue to negleet the
vast mineral deposits of North Queensland,
Australia will get nowhere in her war effort.
It is idle for the Federal Government to sit
back in the knowledge that America is making
our industrial tools for us. We must make
them ourselves. We have the tradesmen to do
so. That has been proved.

But we must also make certain that our
factories are not closed immediately at the
conelusion of the war. The Australian soldier
is sacrificing his life and his all for the ideal
that the war faectories will eventually be
turned to the uses of peace-time industry. If
it is found that they will be discontinued by
reason of competition from slave-driven and
slave-working countries, such countries must
be wiped out. Australia must be protected
better than she was after the last war.
Because the huge copper ore deposits in South
Africa were worked by black labour at a cost
of about 1s. a week for each worker, the
workers in the Cloncurry area on a wage
of £4 to £5 a week had to go on the bread-
line. We do not want that to happen again,
and it is the duty of hon. members of the
Opposition to see to it that it does not happen
again. They may be representatives of organi-
sations or chairmen of direetors of large
factories, and when they find that they can
import into Australia articles from countries
in which there is cheap labour, they must not
take advantage of that fact. They must see
to it that we trade only with countries that
have the same standards of living as Australia.

Reference has been made to the allegedly
high taxation in Queensland. The business
people of the South are not concerned about
the taxation in this State; they ave only
afraid of the Industrial Coneciliation and
Arbitration Act, which protects the workers
here. Take Mount Isa Mines Limited as an
example. That company was fostered by the
Queensland Labour Government. It was not
afraid of taxation. It is doing well. When
they first came here the only concern of the
directors was the conditions under whieh the
workers were to be employed. The Queensland
Labour Government are willing at any time to
protect and foster any industry that cares to
come here, and hon. members will find that
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there are fewer wild-cat schemes in Queens-
land than in any other part of the Common-
wealth, Industries that are started here are
not set up at the expense of the workers. In
Queensland the workers count. If the workers
counted in the other States of the Common-
wealth there would be no 50-50 Government,
as we have now, but a 100-per-cent. Labour
Government in Canberra and every capital
city of every State.

In coneclusion, I say that I only hope that
hon. members opposite will impress upon their
Government in Canberra that Queensland must
receive her share of the momney that is taken
out of this State. We lead in all branches
of war effort. Our enlistments are from
5 to 10 per cent. greater than those in any
other State. That is due to the conditions
under which our men live. Under our scheme
of decentralisation of industry our men, after
their 44 hours’ work, can enjoy whatever sun-
shine there may be over the week-end. In
such cities as Sydney and Melbourne, where
centralisation of industry is the order of the
day, the employees, after working in the dust
and grime of the factories, go home to unclean
suburbs and slums. If decentralisation of
industry and marketing in Australia is ecarried
out by the Commonwealth Government during
the war period we shall be better fitted to
carry out post-war reconstruction.

Debate, on motion of Mr. Dart, adjourned.
The House adjourned at 3.24 p.m.





