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16 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 21 AUGUST, 1941. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. E. J. Hanson, 
Buranda) took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

FINANCES OF STORY BRIDGE. 

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) asked the 
Premier-

'' Will he kindly give the following 
particulars in regard to the Story Bridge, 
for 1940-41:-(a) Capital cost; (b) 
interest on capital cost; (c) gross receipts; 
(d) net revenue, including working 
expenses and maintenance~ ' ' 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) replied-

" (a) The capital cost has not been 
finalised, as certain claims are under diB­
cussion with the contractors, but will pro­
bably be about £1,620,000. This includes 
land resumptions. The estimated capital 
cost was £1,637,000; (b) interest payment 
made during 1940-41, £59,550; (c) £24,748; 
(d) working expenses and general main­
tenance amounted to £3,962, leaving a net 
revenue of £20,786." 

QuEENSLAND LoANs, 1940-41. 

Mr. NIM:MO (Oxley) asked the 
Treasurer-

'' At the last meeting of the Loan 
Council, what approval was given to­
( a) borrowings, and (b) loan expenditures 
in 1940-41-(i.) by the State Government, 
(ii.) by the Brisbane City Council, (iii.) by 
other authorities, and (iv.) Queensland 
total~'' 

The TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

'' The last Loan Council meeting did not 
deal with programmes for the financial year 

1940-41, which ended on 30 June last. 
Presumably, the hon. member intended 
to refer to the current finaneial 
year-1941-42-for which year Loan Coun­
cil approvals were as follow:-(i.) (a) 
£2,128,000, (b) £2,878,000; (ii.) and (iii.) 
the total borrowing programme for 1941-42 
in respect of semi-governmental and local 
authorities was determined at £994,000; the 
allocation of this sum as between the 
various authorities is now under considera­
tion; (iv.) £3,122,000." 

CONVERSION OF AMERICAN LOAN. 

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) asked l:he 
Treasurer-

'' Will he supply information as to the 
prospects of conversion of the first 
American loan and the approximate 
terms¥'' 

The TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

'' This matter is under consideration by 
the Loan Council, and it is not considered 
advi<~able to disclose any details at the 
present moment. Full particulars can 
appropriately be given in the Budget 
Speech.'' 

LABOUR SHORTAGE IN PRIMARY INDUSTRIES. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' In view of the extreme shortage of 
labour in many primary industries, will he 
kindly advise what action the Government 
is taking towards meeting this problem~" 

The TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer), for the SECRETARY FOR 
AGRICULTURE AND STOCK (Hon. F. W. 
Bulcock, Barcoo), replied-

'' Shortage of labour in primary indus­
tries being due to enlistments for military 
service and the diversion of labour to other 
war activities has received the attention of 
my Government, and the views of the 
Govermnent were recently verbally con­
veyed by the Hon. the Minister for Agri­
culture and Stock to the Commonwealth 
Rural Industries Committee which, it is 
understood, was created to deal with the 
problem.'' 

FREE HOME TRAVEL FOR DEFENCE FORCES. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Stanley), for Mr. 
CLAYTON (Wide Bay), asked the 
Minister for Transport-

'' 1. Has the Government given con­
sideration to providing free home travel 
once a month to all members of the Defence 
Forces whether enlisted for service overseas 
or in Australia as is the case in Victoria~ 

"2. If so, with what resulU 

'' 3. If not, will he give this matter 
consideration with a view to bringing 
Queensland into line with the other 
States~" 
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The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Rockhampton) replied-

" 1, 2, and 3. Yes. The Queensland 
Government grants free passes once a 
month to members of the Defence Forces 
to enable them to visit their homes; also 
other rail concessions.'' 

REGISTRATION FEES ON MOTOR VEHICLES; 
PURCHASE OF GAS-PRODUCER UNITS. 

Mr. MULLER (Fassifern) asked the 
Secretary for Public Works-

'' 1. What decision, if any, has been 
reached in regard to (a) quarterly pay­
ments of registration fees on motor 
vehicles, and (b) reduced fees on account 
of petrol rationing' 

'' 2. Has consideration been given to 
the sale of gas-producer units under a 
system of time payment in order to 
encourage the use of charcoal in place of 
petrol~ If so, with what resulU'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. H. A. Bruce, The Tableland) replied-

'' 1. These matters are at present under 
consideration. 

'' 2. The sale of gas-producer units is 
not a matter for Government action. How­
ever, the Government is giving every assist­
ance to makers of gas producers. It has 
set up technical and other committees to 
test units and to supply information on 
producer gas, and has issued several infor­
mative bulletins on the subject. It has 
also undertaken extensive investigation in 
the production of charcoal and into the 
organisation of charcoal supplies, and is 
underta.king experimental operations on 
vehicles fitted with producer-gas units.'' 

SOMERSET DAM WORKS. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Stanley) asked the 
Treasurer-

'' 1. What was the total expenditure 
on the Stanley River Dam works to 
30 June, 1941 ~ 

'' 2. \Vhen is it expected that these 
works will be completed?'' 

The 'fREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

' ( 1. £1,367,026. 

'' 2. If work proceeds according to 
schedule, the dam should be completed in 
about two years time, although certain of 
the operating plant may not be obtainable 
while war conditions continue.'' 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid on the 
table:-

Regulations under the Weights and 
Measures Acts, 1924 to 1931. 

SITTING DAYS. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) : I move-

'' 1. That, unless otherwise ordered, the 
House will meet for the despatch of busi­
ness at 10 o'clock a.m. on Tuesday, Wed­
nesday, and Thursday in each week, and 
that on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and 
after 2 o'clock p.m. on Thursdays, Govern­
ment business shall take precedence of all 
other business. 

"2. That Standing Order No. 17-
'Debate on Address in Reply'-shall be 
construed as if '5.30 o'clock p.m.' were 
substituted for '10.30 o'clock p.m.' 
wherever it occurs in the Standing Order, 
and '11.30 o'clock a.m' for '4.30 o'clock 
p.m.' 

"3. That Standing Order No. 307-
, Days allotted for Supply '-shall be con­
strued as if '25 minutes after 5 o'clock 
p.m.' were substituted for '10.30 o'clock 
p.m.' in paragraph 5, and '5 o'clock p.m.' 
were substituted for '10 o'clock p.m.' in 
paragraphs 6 and 7. 

''On the last day but one of the days 
allotted for Supply, the sitting of the Com­
mittee and the House shall be continued 
until the whole of the Estimates for the 
year, the Supplementary Estimates for the 
previous year, and the Vote on Account 
for the ensuing year have been decided, 
reported to the House, and an Order made 
for the reception of the Resolutions. All 
such questions shall be put by Mr. Speaker 
or the Chairman of Committees, as the case 
may be, without amendment or debate. 

''On the last day allotted for Supply, it 
shall be within the discretion of the 
Leader of the House to extend the sitting 
for the purpose of dealing with and bring­
ing to a conclusion all the necessary pro­
ceedings for the founding and passing of 
the Appropriation Bill through all its 
stages. At 8 o'clock p.m., subject to the 
following proviso, the question under 
consideration and every question necessary 
to bring to a conclusion the proceedings of 
the Committees of Supply and Ways and 
Means and the passing through all stages 
of the Bill shall be put by Mr. Speaker or 
the Chairman of Committees, as the case 
may be, without amendment or debate: 

''Provided that if, at 8 o'clock p.m., 
the question for the second reading of the 
Bill is under consideration the sitting may 
be further extended to enable the mover 
of the motion or his deputy to speak in 
reply. 

'' 4. On the days allotted for Supply, 
Government business other than Supply 
may be proceeded with until 11.30 o'clock 
a.m., at which hour the proceedings on 
such business shall be interrupted, and 
the business of Supply proceeded with. 

''Business interrupted under this para­
graph shall stand as an Order of the Day 
for the next sitting day. 
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'' 5. That, if occasion arises to put into 
operation Standing Order No. 249, the 
Standing Order shall be construed as if 
'11 o'clock ~.m.' were substituted for '4 
o'clock p.m.' and '5 o'clock p.m.' were 
substituted for '1 0 o'clock p.m.' in para­
graph 2. '' 
Motion agreed to. 

CHAIRMAN O.F COJ\fi'.IITTEES. 

APPOIXTMENT OF MR. V. C. GAIR. 

The PRElUIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
:\Iackay) : I move-

'' That ::VIr. Vincent Clair Gair be 
appointed Chairman of Committees of the 
Whole House.'' 

:'\lotion agreed to. 

LlBRAI-tY, REFRESHMENT ROO:YIS, AND 
PARLIAJ\IBNTARY BUILDINGS COM­
J\IITTEES. 

APPOINTMENT Ol!' MEMBERS. 

The PRElUIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
:\Iackay) : I move-

'' That the Library, Refreshment Rooms, 
and Parliamentary Buildings Committees 
for the present session be constituted as 
folJO\VS :--

Library.- :\Ir. Speaker, Mr. Walsh, Mr. 
Brassington, Mr. Dunstan, Mr. Nimmo, 
Mr. Clayton, and Mr. Maher. 

Refreshment Rooms.-Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
J\Iann, l\Ir. Dunstan, l\fr. Power, Mr. 
Dart, Mr. Nimmo, and Mr. Edwards. 

Parliamentary Buildings.-l\Ir. 
Speaker, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Conroy, :'\Ir. 
Deacon, Mr. Muller, Mr. Massey, and 
the mover.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. 

APPOJNTl!E::-iT OE' ]\fE•MBERS. 

The PREMIEI~ (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
JI.Iackay): I move-

'' That the Standing Orders Committee 
for the present session consist of the follow­
ing members :-l\1r. Speaker, Mr. Gair, Mr. 
JI.Iacdonald, Mr. Dunstan, Mr. Nicklin, Mr. 
Brand, and ti1e mover, and that the said 
Committee have leave to sit during any 
adjoumment of the House.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

PRINTIXG COMMITTEE. 

APPOlKTMEKT OF ]\'[K>!BERS. 

'J'he PRElUIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
1Iackay): I move-

" That a Sclect Committee be appointeu 
to assist .:\[r. SpeakeT in all matters which 
relate to the Printing to be executed by 
Order of the House, mHl for the purpose of 
selecting anr1 arranging f?r printing 
Returns and Papers presented m pursuar oe 

of motions made by members. Tbat such 
Committee consist of the follow:U1g mem­
bers :-:\fr. Speaker, Mr. Turner, Mr. 
Taylor, Mr. Williams, Mr. N1)klin, Mr. 
Plunkett, and Mr. Walker. 

Motion agreed to. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 

TEMPORARY CoNSTITUTION OF COMMITTEES 
OF SUPPLY AND IIVAYS AND J\IEAKS. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, NO. 1. 

The PREI\HER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) : I move--

'' That so much of the Standing Orders 
be suspended as would othenYise preYent 
the constitution of Committees of Supply 
and Ways and Means, the receiving of 
Hosolutions on the same day as they shall 
]][lye passed in those Committees, and the 
passing of an Appropriation Bill through 
all its stages in one day.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

GOVER?fMENT EMPLOYEES. 

ORDER FOR RETURK. 

lUr. NICKLIN (Murrumba): I move-
'' That there be laid upon the table of 

the House a return in the usual form show­
ing the number of GoYernment employees 
at 30 June, 1941 (all departments), paid 
from Consolidated Revenue, Trust Fund, 
and Loan Fund, respectively.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

YO'l'ING AT GENERAL ELECTION. 

ORDER FOR RETI;RN; RETURN TABLED. 

lUr. GAIR (South Brisbane): I move-
'' That there be laid upon the table of the 

House a return showing the detailed results 
of the voting at the various polling-booths 
througl1out the State in the recent general 
election.'' 

Motion agreed to. 
'rhe paper was laid on the table, and 

ordered to be printed. 

HOSPITAL STATISTICS. 

ORDER FOR RETURN. 

l\Ir. NICKLIN (Murrumba), for ltir. 
WALKER (Cooroora) : I move-

'' That there be laid upon the table of 
the House a return showing the following 
information relating to hospitals:-(a) The 
total number of hospitals under boards ancl 
not under boards, respectively, in 1940-41 ; 
(b) the amount of precept under the 
Hospitals Acts for each local authority in 
J 940-41, and the total of all such precepts; 
(c) the total Government contribution 
towards maintenance of (i.) hospitals 
under boards, (ii.) other hospitals, in 
1940-41. '' 
:\1otion agreed to. 
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FEES PAID BY CROWN TO BARluf'TERS 
AND SOLICITORS. 
ORDER FOR RETURN. 

JUr. ~IACDONALD (Stanley) : I move-

'' That there be laid upon the table of the 
House a return showing the payments made 
by the Government to barristers and 
solicitors in 1940-41, stating the names of 
recipients and the amount received, respec­
tively.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

PETROL CONSUMPTION BY 
MINISTERIAL CARS. 

ORDER FOR RETURN. 

Mr. YEATES (East Toowoomba): I 
ll10VC-

''That there be laid upon the table of the 
House a return showing details of the petrol 
consumption by ministerial cars in 1940-41, 
stating the designation of Minister and 
petrol used, respectively.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MEMBERS. 

MR. W. PoWER, MR. G. KEYATTA, MR. J. E. 
DUGGAN AND MR. D. J. M. DANIEL. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) : I move-

'' 1. That leave of absence for this session 
be granted to Mr. vVilliam Power, member 
for the electoral district of Baroona, whilst 
engaged in military duties with the Defence 
Department. 

'' 2. That leave of absence for this session 
be granted to Mr. George Keyatta, member 
for the electoral district of TownsYille, on 
account of his enlistment with the Aus­
tralian Imperial Forces. 

'' 3. That leave of absence for this session 
be granted to Mr. John Edmund Duggan, 
member for the electoral district of Too­
woomba, >vhilst engaged in military duties. 

'' 4. That leave of absence for this session 
be granted to Mr. David John Marlais 
Daniel, member for the electoral district of 
Keppei, whilst engaged in military duties.'' 

lUr. NICI{LIN (Murrumba) (10.55 a.m.): 
I called '' Not formal'' to this motion so 
that I might l1ave the opportunity of con­
gratulating those hon. members who are serv­
ing their country in the performance of 
military duties. The actions of hon. members 
of this Assembly in military affairs is veq 
commendable, and compares very favourably 
with those of hon. members in the other 
Parliaments of Australia. Hon. members 
who are thus ''doing their bit'' deserve the 
highest commendation, and we should not 
hesitate to express our appreciation of what 
they are doing, especially at the present time, 
when unjustified criticism is frequently 
levelled at public men. For instance, the 
hon. member for Keppel, one of the hon. 
members referred to in the motion, has been 

accused of dra \Ying t\YO salaries, but I should 
like to inform the House that the hon. mem­
ber for Keppel has not been drawing his 
military pay, that he has been returning it 
to the Commonwealth Government. 

Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. NICKLIN: In view of the unwar­
ranted criticism that has been levelled against 
public men, especially in these times, it is 
only fitting that I should make these remarks. 

Motion agreed to. 

SUPPLY. 

VOTE ON ACCOUNT-£7,200,000. 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR. 

Mr. SPEAKER announced the receipt 
from His Excellency the Governor of a 
message recommending that the following 
provision be made on account of the services 
for the year ending 30 June, 1942:-

From the Consolidated Revenue Fund of 
Queensland (exclusive of the moneys 
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund 
Account) the sum of £4,000,000; 

From the Trust and Special Funds the sum 
of £2,500,000; anll 

From the moneys standing to the credit of 
the Loan Fund Account the sum of 
£700,000. 

COMMITTEE. 

(Mr. Gair, South Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The PRElUIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
JI.Iackay) (10.58 a.m.): 2'fr. Grrir, I desire 
to take this opportunity of congratulating 
you upon being appointed unanimously by the 
House to the position of Chairman of Com­
mittees. It is a very importa.nt office, and 
one that carries with it a good deal of respon­
sibility. I filled that position for a period, 
and the experience I gained therein has been 
of extreme value to me ever since. The law 
of relevancy applies with greater force in 
Committee than it does under any other cir­
cumstances. Matters of relevancy and points 
of order have to be decided immediately, and 
thus the Chairman of Committees must be 
able to make quick and prompt decisions. 
That can ah;-ays be done only if he has a 
thorouo·h knowledge of the Standing Orders, 
and b:comes thoroughly acquainted >Yith the 
business before the House before it goes into 
Committee. 

I feel sure that you will uphold the 
splendid traditions created by former occu­
pants of the office, and that you >Vill carry 
out your duties with credit to you;sel_f and 
in keeping with the honour and d1gmty of 
Parliament. 

Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (11 a.m.) : 
Mr. Gair, I should like to join with the 
Premier in congratulating you on being 
elected to the position of Chairman of Com­
mittees of this House. The Premier has said 
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that the position is a particularly important 
one and one that calls for a considerable 
amount of tact and discretion. With the 
knowledge you have of parliamentary pro­
cedure, gained during the term you have been 
in this House, I feel sure you will occupy 
that position with credit to yourself. I wish 
you a successful occupancy of the position. 

Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

The TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) (11.1 a.m.): I move-

" That there be granted to His Majesty, 
on account, for the service of the year 
1941-1942, a further sum not exceeding 
£7,200,000 towards defraying the expenses 
of the various departments and services of 
the State.'' 

I, too, offer you my congratulations, 
.:\fr. Gair. 

The CHAIRMAN: I desire to take this 
opportunity of sincerely thanking the Premier, 
ihe Leader of the Opposition, and the 
Treasurer for their congratulations on my 
appointment to this very high position of 
Chairman of Committees of the Queensland 
Parliament. I have a very deep appreciation 
of the honour that has been conferred on me 
this morning. I assure you I am very mindful 
of the importance and responsibility attach­
ing to the position I now have the honour to 
occupy. It will be my endeavour, always, to 
discharge my duties efficiently and fairly, in 
addition to maintaining the prestige and 
dignity of this House and preserving the 
rights and principles of this the people's 
l10nourable and democratic Parliament. 

Honourable l\Iembers: Hear, hear! 

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (11.3 a.m.): 
We meet again, at the opening of this new 
Parliament, to consider another Appropriation 
Bill with the war clouds thick about us; in 
fact, they are blaeker than they were on the 
last occasion. \Ve might also say that now 
the war has almost reached our shores. In 
view of this fact, Mr. Gair, I think our dis­
cussions and our considerations should have 
one aim-that is, directing the whole of this 
State's resources, material and financial, 
towards a maximum war effort and towards a 
maximum co-operation with our national 
Government. 

Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. NICKLIN: We know we have got 
to win this war and we know why. We know 
that if we do not, very probably, there will 
not be a deliberative Assembly such as we are 
sitting in to-day. Consequently, if we are to 
preserve all our democratic rights and prin­
ciples, the winning of this war transcends all 
other questions. The Speech of His Excellency 
yesterday struck this note, but, unfortunately, 
in the debate that followed, we found some 
hon. members opposite applauding very 
heartily the fact that we have to win the 
peace. That is essential, :Mr. Gair, but at the 
present time we have got a bigger job on 
hand, namely, to win the war-we must win 
lhe war before we talk about winning the 
peace. We, of course, must not lose sight of 

the prolJlems that will be ours when peace 
eomes, !Jut if we direct too much of our 
energy and too much of our thoughts and 
deliberations to the problerr,•s of peace, to 
the detriment of the war effort, we shall not 
be helpful either to this State or to the 
Commonwealth. We are not out of the wood 
yet, and to win this war ealls for a maximum 
effort, and in that effort every one of us will 
have to play some part. In view of that 
fact, the Oountry-N ational Party will co­
operate with the Government in any legisla­
tion in furtherance of the war effort. Bills 
to that end will receive a speedy passage 
through this Assembly as far as we are con­
cerned. We shall direct our criticism to 
improving those measures and assisting the 
Government in putting them into operation. 
I trust that we shall have the co-operation of 
hon. members opposite in eliminating from 
discussion in this Chamber all matters of a 
petty party-political nature. 

When replying to the toast of Parliament 
at the luncheon at the recent Royal National 
Exhibition in this city, the Premier stru0k a 
good note. He made a particularly fine 
speech-a speech that was commented on by 
all who heard it. I should like to quote 
several remarks he made that I think are 
appropriate to the present time. He was thus 
reported-

'' Despite what one might hear and read, 
Australia i~ making a magnificent war 
effort, but there are ample opportunities 
for service. If there be anybody who is 
not now serving, let him come forward while 
there is yet time. 

'' 'On a day like this let us dedicate our­
sch·es to the service of the British Com­
monwealth of Nations,' he added. 'Let 
ns determine-all of us-to give those ser­
Yices and to make such sacrifices as may he 
necessary to speed the victory.' '' 

Unfortunately, we find that when we are asked 
to make sacrifices we do not always appreciate 
the need for them. I think that is because 
we are so far removed from the actual conflict. 
Nevertheless, we have to realise that the 
plain truth of the matter is that we cannot 
p·o on living a normal, peace-time life :md at 
the samP time do our best to help win this 
war. \Ve have to mortgage some of the com­
forts we have enjoyed in the past, and we 
cannot insist on retaining the amenities of 
normal life when they conflict with war needs. 

I often wonder-and I wonder the more at 
the present time, when I consider the finan0ial 
policy of the Government-whether they fully 
realise this fact. When we look at the 
Government's record financially and the indi· 
cations they have given as to the policy they 
are to follow in the near future, we see that 
that policy appears to be to give no relief 
from taxation but to gather in all the taxes 
they can, and get all the loan money they 
can, irrespective of whether this policy is one 
that is in the best interests of our national 
war effort. Recently, at the meeting of the 
Loan Council, we had the rather unedifying 
spectade of the majority of the State 
Premiers, assisted by their Treasurers, scramb­
ling for the maximum amount of loan money 
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that could be given to their respective States; 
they did not appear to take into considera­
tion the national war needs. It is on that 
point that I join issue with the Government. 

I also join issue with the Government on 
a statement attributed to the Premier imme­
diately prior to the last meeting of the Loan 
Council. The hon. gentleman is reported to 
have said that the State's spending must be 
maintained to avert a return to depre,ssion 
conditions. That statement was entirely fal­
lacious. If he is correctly reported, let us 
follow the argument to its logical conclusion. 
It would mean that it would only be neces­
sary to continue State spending to maintain 
prosperity in this State. The argument could 
also be construed to mean that the whole 
of the prosperity of the State depends on 
Government spending. We admit that it is 
very helpful at times for a Government to 
inject some financial blood into the lifestream 
of the State, but to say that the prosperity 
of the State depends on Government spending 
is entirely fallacious. It is not a compli­
ment to the producers, the workers, and the 
manufacturers, who assist so much in build­
ing up the prosperity of the S,tate and 
providing the wherewithal for the war effort. 

The Treasurer: And the facilities given 
by the Government. 

Mr. NICKLIN: From the interjection 
one would take it that the Government pro­
vided all the facilities that the producers, 
manufaeturers, and workers use to produce 
the national income. Unfortunately, the 
Government have not given sufficient facilities 
to these very important sections of the com­
munity, and I refer particularly to those 
engaged in manufacturing or secondary indus­
tries. What have the Government done to 
assist the manufacturers and secondary indus­
tries of Queensland~ In that respect their 
record is a particularly sorry one. Never­
theless, hon. members opposite complain that 
Queensland is not getting a sufficient amount 
of the Commonwealth expenditure on muni­
tions. Who must accept the responsibility 
for that~ Of course, the Government of 
Queensland must do so. What encouragement 
have they given to secondary industry in 
recent years to provide the facilities that 
now could have been turning out munitions~ 
The Government gave no encouragement to 
companies to establish plants in Queensland. 
Instead, their policy has assisted in chasing 
very valuable industries from the State and 
consequently denying the workers of Queens­
land the wages that such industries would 
have paid, and, in addition, denying Queens­
land the full opportunity of sharing in 
Commonwealth Government expenditure on 
munitions. 

The' Secretary for Labour and Industry: 
What items of Government expenditure do 
you really object to~ 

1Ir. NICKLIN: I am objecting to the 
attitude that the Government have taken up 
in regard to the encouragement of secondary 
industry in this State, and to the fact that 
owing to the system of company taxation in 
force over a number of years Queensland 

has been denied an expansion in secondary 
industries to 'which the State's resowces 
entitle it. 

Reverting to the statement that the Govern­
ment must maintain expenditure to avert a 
return to depression conditions, I would ask 
the Government have they or do they take 
into account the large amount of Common­
wealth money that has been spent in Queens­
laud-notwithstanding the fact that we have 
not here the facilities that other States have 
for secondary industries~ Is not that expen­
diture by the Commonwealth Government a 
benefit to the State's finances~ In the period 
1930 to 1939 the Commonwealth Government's 
expenditure in this State amounted to 
£341,000, while the estimated Commonwealth 
Government expenditure in Queensland during 
1940-41 has grown to the colossal sum of 
£12,000,000. 

The Treasurer: An estimate. 

Mr. NICKLIN: I was waiting for that 
interjection. The actual expenditure has not 
yet been made available, but it is not far 
short of the estimate. It certainly is an 
extremely large sum. If the Trea.surer knows 
the exact sum, I invite him to state it. 

The Treasurer: We will give you some 
details about it. 

Mr. NICKLIN: The hon. gentleman 
must admit that what I say is true. He 
knows that there has been very considerable 
Commonwealth expenditure in this State dur­
ing the last 12 months, and that expenditure 
undoubtedly has helped to improve the finances 
of Queensland. 

The Treasrurer: If they spent nearly 
£12,000,000 last year they are dropping that 
by about £10,000,000 this year, because they 
propose to spend only a little over £.2,000,000 
this year. 

Mr. NICKLIN: We have the Treasurer's 
word for that. 

The Treasurer: And a pretty good one 
for it. 

Mr. NICKLIN: We will wait until the 
final figures are disclosed. 

The statement that increased State expen­
diture is necessary and the maintenance of 
the same high level of State expenditure is 
essential to the maintenance of present con­
ditions in this State is absurd, to say the 
least of it, when we consider the various 
factors that are operating at the present 
time. 

We have to realise that there is only one 
pool from which we can draw the moneys 
that are· available to the Government at tr.e 
present time, and there can be no question 
that war and defence needs should have 
first consideration, and that State expendi­
ture that is not essential to the war effort 
should be curtailed wherever practicable. 

The Minister for Tmnsport: So it is. 

Mr. NICKLIN: We will wait for the 
Minister for Transport to give us details at 
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a later stage of this debate. It is not 
apparent to the ordinary man at the present 
time that State expenditure that is not essen­
tial to the war effort is being cmtailed to 
any extent. One has only to take the state­
men~ that appeared in the Press recently, as 
commg from the Secretary for Public Works 
to find a: reason for doubting that such expen: 
diture is being curtailed. The article to which 
I refer is headed, '' £1,000,000 worth of 
public buildings,'' and it goes on to state-

'' During the year ended 30 June the 
total value of all departments of public 
works jobs, either completed or under con­
struction, was £1,091,895.'' 

On looking over the works enumerated in the 
article we find that although a number of 
them are essential for the ordinary civil 
allocations of this State, there are several of 
them-and I shall mention two big ones as 
examples-that do not appear to be essential 
to State needs. Certainly it is not furthering 
the war effort to allow large sums of money 
to go into the construction of these buildings 
when the materials used in them and the men 
employed upon them could be much better 
utilised on defence works. 

I refer particularly to the administrative 
builcling erected in Anzac Sctuare at a cost 
of £113,000 and to the new Toowoomba Court 
House, which cost £25,409. The erection of 
such buildings could have stood over for the 
present, and the sums appropriated fOT their 
construction diverted to war purposes. Would 
not the Premier and the Treasurer have 
received greater commendation if thcv had 
returned from the Loan Council meeti1ig and 
stated that they had forgone £500,000 of 
their loan requirements for this year so that 
the Commonwealth Government· might buy 
war munitions to that value~ 

Tlle Treasurer: We did that. 

Mr. KICKLIN: You got £329,000 less 
than what you askcrl for. 

The Treasurer: That was the Common­
'vealth cut, not ours. 

Mr. ~ICKLIN: There is only one pool 
from which to draw and we should use that 
pool to the best advantage. The Government 
are not doing that by their present policy in 
the construction of public buildings that are 
not necessary at the moment. Their pro­
gramme in relation to other forms of expendi­
ture also shows that they are extravagantly 
using this pool. One vitallv concerns the 
primary producers of this State. The 
Common>\-ealth Government have the respon­
sibility of finding large sums of money to 
finance the primary industries of Queensland 
and provide storage acconrmodation for com­
modiiies which cannot be exported. If that 
Government are handicapped in provid­
ing that money, our primary products are 
detrimentally affected. What advantage 
accrues to the State or the Commomvealth 
'vhen the Government of Queensland con­
tinue to build palatial structures and engage 
in unnecessary public works? :E'or the cur­
rent financial year an estimated amonnt of 
£17,000,000 is required to finance our surplus 

primary pTOducts. Surely we must realise 
how essential it is for the States to curtail 
their requests for money from the Loan 
Council-from Australia's financial pool. 
The wheat industry requires no less than 
£10,000,000, the butter industry needs 
£5,000,000, the meat industry £1,000,000, the 
sugar industry £500,000, and other industries 
an additional £500,000. 'l'hose vital basic 
industries must be kept going, otherwise the 
Treasurer will find himself in greater financial 
difficulties in the near future than he already 
is. Instead of curtailing their expenditure 
we find that the policy of the Government 
appears to be to maintain it at its old level. 
Why cannot tht1y do what is required of all 
sections of the community~ VVhy cannot 
they do what the Premier said should 
be done in his speech at the recent Royal 
National Association luncheon, when he 
called upon all sections of the community to 
make sacrifices in the general interests of 
the Commonwealth's war effort~ I ask the 
Government now to make sacrifices in respect 
of some of their non-essential expenditures. 

The Government complain that they have 
to meet increased expenditure in an increased 
basic wage and the pay-roll tax to finance the 
Commonwealth child endowment, and they 
make that the excuse for insisting that loan 
money should be made available in full to 
them to enable them to carry out their loan 
programme for thtJ current financial year. 
These two items will involve an expenditure 
from consolidated revenue of less than 
£500,000 per annum, and against that the 
Government have the advantage of a loan con­
version that will save them about £300,000 
per annum. It can be seen that the Govern­
ment will not be seriously inconvenienced in 
carrying out their financial programme by the 
contributions that they will have to make from 
consolidated revenue during the current year 
to meet the increased basic wage and the 
pay-roll tax. The savings and sacrifices by 
the Government in the interests of the war 
effort have indeed been negligible, and that 
is plainly seen when we compare the revenue 
that was received during pre-war years with 
the amount obtained last financial year. In 
Hl38-39, the Government received in taxation 
£7,691,867, and for the last financial year 
they collected £8,140,363. 

(Time expired.) 

:ilir. BRAND (Isis) (11.27 a.m.): Mr. 
Gair, I should like to take this opportunity of 
congratulating you upon your election to the 
important office of Chairman of Committees. 
I do not think there is any parliamentary 
office that calls for more tact than the one 
you now occupy. However, your fairly long 
political experience will enable you to extend 
justice to all hon. members irrespective of 
party, and that in turn will bring from hon. 
members the help that you deserve in the dis­
charge of your duties. You will thereby be 
enabled to uphold the high tTaditions of your 
office. I compliment you and I wish you a 
Ycry successful career as Chairman of 
Committees. 

T shollld also like to take this opportunity 
to compliment the Leader of the Opposition 
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on his excellent debut as Leader of the Oppo­
sition. It is a very difficult position to fill, 
but he has clearly shown his ability to carry 
out the duties of the office with benefit to 
Parliament and to the people he represents. 

IV e are asked to approve of the appropria­
tion of the large sum of £7,200,000 for the 
services of the State for the ensuing year. I 
have no doubt that there will be many differ­
ences of opinion as to how the money should 
be spent, but I agree with the Leader of 
the Opposition that the Government should 
direct their energy towards spending the 
money in helping to carry on the war activities 
to which the Commonwealth Government are 
committed, in order that Queensland may 
worthily second their efforts to bring the 
conflict to a successful issue. I believe that 
the State Government will giye the service 
and assistance for which the national GoYern­
ment will call. I am of opinion that there 
are no enemies in this country, and that 
there arc no enemies in this Chamber. We 
can afford to differ on domestic problems that 
confront us from time to time, but there can 
be only one purpose before us all in this great 
war-namely, a united endeavour to serve our 
country and to support the Governments who 
are responsible for Australia's multifarious 
war activities. • Every Sta,te Parliament must 
give the national Government the assistance 
they deserve. 

I am deeply interested in the work of 
government as it affects the great national 
issues that to-day confront the nation. I 
believe that a mistake was made at the 
beginning of this war in not making all 
Government instrumentalities active partici­
pants in the war effort. At the present time 
we see, in the many men who have been 
seconded from the public service in this State 
to assist in the Commonwealth Government's 
war effort, a clear indication that the national 
Government are looking for all the help that 
State Governments and State Parliaments can 
give. It is, in fact, necessary if we are 
to use to the best advantage the moneys avail­
able and co-ordinate the Commomyealth war 
expenditure with the necessary action to solve 
the domestic problems of State and so protect 
the whole community. Considerable sacrifice 
and loyalty have been shown by the people of 
this State. Throughout the last two years 
the people of Queensland have shown that 
they stand united in their loyalty and 
preparedness and are willing to make sacri­
fices to help in the war effort. Those sacri­
fices are seen in the enlistment of men in the 
:fighting forces, and in the way in which many 
others in our community, both men and 
women, have offered for service in the 
munitions factories and other services associ­
ated with the war. I believe we had such an 
expression only recently from our great indus­
trialists throughout the length and breadth 
of Queensland, who sho·wed that they were 
prepared to make great sacrifices in an endea­
vour to assist in the prosecution of the wnr. 
Sometimes our efforts may be misguided, but 
at rock bottom I believe that the whole of 
our people stand resolutely behind the British 
cause and the cause of Australia. 

As a result of the war our country districts 
are finding themselves in a very difficult posi­
tion. Most of our great primary industries­
and they are our key industries-have been 
compelled by the disorganisation of sea trans­
port to realign the whole of their production, 
and this has entailed the provision of a great 
amount of storage for their products. We 
also :find many young men leaving their work 
on the land and enlisting to :fight for their 
country. This has caused a great shortage of 
man-power in primary-producing districts and 
brought about an inability of country towns 
to engage fully in war production. In fact, 
a great deal of distress has resulted, which 
merits special attention from this Govern­
ment. From the money to be appropriated 
to-day, we ask that the Government give 
special attention to this phase of our indus­
trial life so that business in country centres 
will be able to maintain solvency in the diffi­
cult period through which we are passing. 

We cannot disturb the great economic pro­
cesses of our primary industries without 
making necessary a great deal of sacrifice by 
the people engaged in them, and the people 
in the country towns, which are the centres 
of business and social activity in rural areas, 
are experiencing a Yery lean period. During 
the last week, special attention has been 
drawn to the conditions of affairs at Warwick. 
It is difficult to understand why a town of 
that size is unable to get some of the con 
tracts that are being let for war purposes, 
and thereby enabled to use the machinery it 
possesses. Many small towns, however, have 
not the machinery necessary for munition­
making, and they must look to something else 
to enable them to carry on. To-day they are 
calling for help to this Government. It is not 
sufficient that the Government should sav that 
the Commonwealth Government have ;et up 
s.nother committee to deal with man power 
and the loss of man power in country areas .. 
The Government should recognise immediately 
the difficulties confronting the country areas 
and rome to their aid. In the past, all our 
great industries-as the Leader of the Opposi­
tion rightly stated this morning-have had to 
look to the Federal Government for the help 
that was essential to them. The least we 
can expect ffom the State Government is 
greater assistance in these abnormal times 
than in more normal periods. 

I disagree with the Leader of the Opposition 
in regard to the distribution by the Loan 
Council, so far as Queensland is concerned. 

The Secretary for :tiines: How long is 
it since you disagreed with him~ 

Mr. BRAND: We can agree to differ; 
that is what hon. members opposite 
cannot do. I belieYe that Queensland 
requires the amount that is being made avail­
able by the Loan Council; in fact, this State 
requires a great deal more. It is disturbing 
to :find that the Government are making no 
attempt to help synthetic-fuel production, 
that is so essential to the wellbeing of our 
community. 

The Treasurer: Have you ever heard of 
power alcohol ~ 
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Mr. BRAND; The development of power 
alcohol has been made a Federal issue. The 
men who should have the credit for what has 
been done are in another sphere. I have heard 
people taking credit where credit is not due. 

The Treasurer interjected. 

Mr. BRAND: If the hon. genJ:leman 
spoke rightly he would give credit for the 
development of power alcohol in this State to 
the present Federal Treasurer, Mr. Fadden, 
who, when a member of this House, brought 
the matter before the Queensland Parliament. 
As a result of his activities we have the Sarina 
factory. 

I maintain that the Government are not 
moving to the extent th1ey should for the 
development of synthetic fuels in this State. 
The Commonwealth Government have acted to 
the extent of agreeing to the establishment 
of four distilleries, one in each of the capital 
cities of Western Australia, Victoria, South 
Australia, and New South Wales, thereby pro­
viding some 12,000,000 gallons of power 
alcohol from the products of wheat. Approxi­
mately 10,000,000 gallons are to be produced 
from the products of sugar. It is interesting 
to hear from hon. members who have already 
spoken in this session of Parliament that the 
Premier of Queensland is an ardent enthusiast 
for the further development of power-alcohol 
production I am pleased to know that. 

It is disturbing to find that we are making 
no bold attempt to develop the great mining 
resources of Queensland by increasing the 
production of iron, steel, and copper so 
essential not only to the Australian nation 
but to the British Empire and the cause we 
are fighting for. Queensland is capable of 
producing large quantities of copper, but our 
industries are held back because priority 
must be given to the war effort. 'That is 
one of the difficulties confronting the develop­
ment of power alcohol industrially and I sug­
gest that some of the money we are asked to 
vote can be used in at least giving assistance 
to the development of iron, steel, and copper 
works. We certainly need these commodities. 
In the past I have not favoured State enter­
prise in the slightest, but the time-s demand 
that we should develop these resources some­
how or other. Money should be found and 
made available for the production of these 
necessary commodities in the State of Queens­
land, which has no peer in the world in this 
respect. 

I hope that in the coming 12 months there 
will be a renewed effort by the Government 
to develop the many industries >Ye can estab­
lish in the State. 

For instance, although we know the diffi­
culties that surround the question it is dis­
turbing to find that whereas we have the men 
and the machines, we cannot provide suffi­
cient blankets for the needs of the people. 
Certainly, we are aware that the military 
authorities are requisitioning and have been 
requisitioning for all the supplies that the 
present machines can produce, but we have 
the men with the ability to make the 
machines that could manufacture a larger 
nmount of our wool into products to meet the 

requirements of the people. Much development 
could take place and if we miss the present 
opportunity for the establishment of seondary 
industries in Queensland we miss it for all 
time. The Southern States are reaping a 
greater advantage from the war expenditure, 
because they have the manufacturing indus­
tries ah·eady established. 

Mr. Macdonald: Why? 

Mr. BRAND: The hon. member knows 
why. We must not ignore the fact that unless 
we encourage the manufacture of our wool, 
which we have in abundance, our people will 
be for all time without a great manufacturing 
industry in the State, and moreover we shall 
lose the opportunity to assist the great pri­
mary industries and build up a large popu­
lation which in turn would stimulate wealth 
production in the State. 

Year in and year out I have listened to 
debates on motions from this side of the 
Chamber imploring the Government to do 
certain things. Now we have a motion by an 
hon. member on the Government side seeking 
to establish the very things that we on this 
side have been urging for years. 

Mr. Riordan: Most of them were 
destroyed by your Tory Government. 

Mr. BRAND: The hon. member persists 
in living in the past. This morning we are 
entering upon the important work of a new 
Parliament, and my complaint is that at a 
time when industry is struggling under the 
additional loads caused by the war the 
Government, through their various instru­
mentalities, seek to place still further imposts 
upon it and its people. Only recently we had 
an intimation from the Minister for Transport 
that because of the increase in the basic wage 
and the imposition of the pay-roll tax it had 
been decided to increase railway freights and 
fares in Queensland by 5 per cent., thus 
placing a still further impost upon the very 
people who are labouring under the same 
difficulties so far as wages and taxes are 
concerned. This increase is imposed at a time 
when transport facilities on our seaboard 
have been disorganised by the war and much 
trade diverted to the railways, and it must 
bear heavily indeed upon those people who 
are situated in the country districts far 
removed from the large centres of population. 
I protest against this decision of the Railway 
Department. I believe that the railways can 
be managed in a way that will enable them 
to carry on without imposing this additional 
burden on the people. It is easy to make the 
railways pay if freights and fares are 
increased at a time when traffic is increased 
because of war conditions, but the clever man 
is the one who can carry this additional 
business without placing further burdens 
upon industry. The Railway Department 
badly needs a complete overhauling with a 
view to getting down to a better economy that 
will enable us to carry on our industries 
without loss. 

The Secretary for Mines: Did you not 
have enough economy between 1929 and 1932 
to do you for a lifetime? 
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Mr. BRAND: Again hon. members on 
the Government side want to live in the past. 
I am speaking of the present, when an 
entirely different set of conditions is operat­
ing, conditions that certainly are not due to 
any wise policy pursued by the present 
Government. I ask, when we are passing this 
large amount of public money for use by the 
Government in carrying out the services of 
the State, that special consideration be given 
to the difficulties confronting our primary 
industries, country towns, and business in 
country districts in general, and that careful 
and favourable consideration be given also 
to the establishment of manufacturing 
industries for the development of our iron, 
steel, and copper resources, with consequential 
beneficial results to our country and our 
nation. 

ltir. NIMMO (Oxley) (11.15 a.m.): I 
should like, first of all, to congratulate you, 
Mr. Gair, on your elevation to the position of 
Chairman of Committees of the House. You 
have a very onerous duty to perform, but I 
feel sure that you will perform it well. You 
are placed in a position in which you coul'd 
be tyrannical if you wished, but, knowing 
you as I do, I am sure you will not use 
your power unduly. I hope that you will 
be very lenient; as a matter of fact, many 
of us need leniency and I feel quite sure 
that, with you in the chair, we shall get it. 

To-day we are called upon to discuss an 
Appropriation Bill submitted by the Treas­
urer involving a large sum of money. I 
was astounded that the Treasurer did not 
make a speech in introducing the Bill so that 
we should have some idea of what he was 
doing. I really think that we might have 
had some remarks from him this morning. 

Tlie Treasurer: That is usually done at 
the Ways and Means stage. 

:rtlr. NIMMO: Our first: consideration is 
the winning of the war. We have a very 
big problem ahead of ns, and I was hoping 
that everyone would devote his whole effort 
towards that objective alone. I can assure 
the Government that it will be the policy of 
the Country-National party to co-operate 
with them to the full in any efforts they 
make to achieve that object. All party 
interests should be dropped to-day; this is 
no time for parties. Party considerations 
seem to have ruined many of the countries 
that have gone to war. The Government of 
the day seem to consider their party first, 
and I hope that as this session develops 
more consideration will be given to the war 
effort and less to preserving party interests. 
Unfortunately, Mr. Gair, the Government 
have not been acting in that way, particu­
larly in financial matters. 

The policy we have had outlined to us 
seems to be one of ''grab everything, stick 
to all the Loan Funds, keep taxes up to their 
high level, and carry on as if there, were ~o 
war at all.'' You would expect, Mr. Gall', 
that a lead would be given by the Govern­
ment in assisting the Commonwealth Gove~n­
ment. We have the spectacle of the Premier 

on every opportunity trying to belittle the 
Prime Minister--

The Treasurer: That is not a true state­
ment; it is definitely untrue. 

Mr. NIMlUO: That gentleman delivered 
a speech some time ago-a brilliant speech 
-and the Premier's reply was that it was a 
very fine speech but ''he does not follow 
through.'' That is just an exam'ple of that 
little belittling of ·the P:rime Minister that 
is so irksome to-day. The greatest effort the 
Government are putting forth in connection 
with the war, so far as I can see, is lip 
service with no desire to do the job that 
should be done by the Government of a 
State. As the Leader of the Opposition 
pointed out, one would have thought f:·om 
the attitude adopted by the representatiVes 
at the Loan Council that there were two 
wars in progress, one against the Axis 
partners and the other between the State 
Treasurers and the Federal Treasurer. The 
State Treasurers fought like tigers. They 
wanted to see how much more loan money 
they could get out of the Loan Council. 
The Premier of Queensland stuck out abso­
lutely for a sum of £25,000,000 for l~an 
expenditure and it was only on the castmg 
vote of the Federal Treasurer that the 
amount was reduced to £20,000,000. I ask 
hon. members: is that doing the best to 
help the war effort9 The policy of the 
Queensland Government is to grab as much 
money as they can. The Treasurer said that 
the Commonwealth Government were not 
spending a proper amount on the war effort 
in this State. 

The Treasurer: I said that it was not 
£12,000,000. 

Mr. NIMMO: The Treasurer is on~y 
vsing a figure of speech in saying that it IS 

not £12,000,000. As a matte~ of fact, tJ;te 
munition works at Rocklea Will cost a b1g 
sum of money. Unfortunately, ther.e are 
only small engineering works round Bnsbane 
and that is the fault of the Labour Govern­
ment. However, these small works are doing 
their best in producing munitions of war, 
and if we had 100 more of such in.dustries 
employing from 500 to 600 hands every 
one of them would .be enga.ged on defence 
work. As I said, unfortunately, 'these works 
are not here and it is because of the 
advent of Labour in this State. TheY: put. a 
sprag in the wheels and these industnes d1d 
not develop. Everybody knows th~t. At any 
rate we are not able to cope W1th all the 
work that is available to us to-day. Natur­
ally the Commonwealth Governmen~ are 
anxious to maintain munition-productwn .at 
the highest point, but hon. members opposite 
know that, unfortunately, we have n?t the 
artisans to do that work. A g~eat JOb of 
work is being done at the Techmcal College 
in training men who previously had no oppor­
tunity to learn a trade. Again, we have not 
enough lathes to do the work. We n~ed 
a thousand more. What a tragedy t~ thmk 
that a Government should have occ.up1ed the 
Treasury benches so long in this State and 
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that thousands of men have not been given 
an opportunity to learn a trade! 

lUr. Ha yes: That is not the fault of the 
Labour Government. 

lUr. NIMMO: The hon. member has been 
endeavouring to have some of his constitu­
ents placed in the technical college with the 
opportunity of learning these trades. They 
are a very fine type of people, but they have 
never had an opportunity to learn a trade 
while the Labour Party was in power. When 
the Rocklca works are completed work will 
be available for 5,000 operatives,' but where 
are they to come from~ Why, we have not 
5,000 unemployed men in Queensland. We 
shall be very busy in trying to get these men. 

~Ir. Riordan: How many of those 
workers are women¥ 

llir. NilUlliO: The hon. member onght to 
know that. 

I also want to refer very briefly eo a 
statement made by the Premier in which he 
said-

" State spending mu&~ be mairrtained 
to avert a return to depression conditions.'' 

The greatest factor we in Queensland and 
A ustra1ia: must consider is our man power. 
It is very limited. A great number of men 
have joined the fighting services, while a 
large number of other men are engaged in 
munition work. If we have the Government 
of a State competing for available man 
£0'1\Cr in order to carry out State activities 
that are not essential at the moment to win 
the war, then we must rob the Commonwealth 
Gover~ment 's. ·war effort of that man power. 
That 1~ the b1ggest problem facing us to-day. 
Even 1f we _get all the money required for 
the prosecutwn ·of the war, if we cannot 
get the man power, that money will be useless. 
Man power is the great factor that counts. 

Another matter I wish to refer to is the 
policy being continued by the Government 
of erecting public buildings that are not 
essential. At the commencement of the war 
p~bli~ buildings and bridges were proceeded 
'nth m England, but it was soon discovered 
that this work was not essential to the war 
effort, and consequently it was dis~ontinued. 

The Secretary for Public Works: Are 
public buildings not essential~ 

Mr. NHIMO: Of course public buildings 
are essential, but at present we should have 
one purpose only in view, that is, the winning 
of the war. We have the hon. gentleman's 
department on the one hand proceeding with 
the construction of public buildings and 
bridges, and on the other hand another 
Minister proceeding with air-raid precautions 
and asking the people to assist him'. The 
two .th~ngs. a_re contradictory. At pre~ent 
a blllldmg IS m the course of erection at the 
rear of the offices of the Commissioner for 
Railways, which I understand is ultimately 
to house the State Advances Corporation and 
other State activities. In its construction 
huge steel girders are being used that could 
be utilised for the construction of many 
tanks vital to the -winning of this vrar. It 

is a scandalous shame in these times of a 
scarcity of material for such work that a 
State Government should proceed with the 
erection of a building that could be embarked 
on at a later date. Such a policy virtually 
tells the community that there is no possible 
danger of its suffering from an air raid, 
or of war's coming to our shores, but at 
the same tim'e we have another Minister 
appealing to our citizens to become air raid 
precautions workers and undergo training 
to meet possible air raids. Are not members 
of the Government Party ashamed of the 
erection of this building~ Every time I pass 
it I feel that the Government are letting 
the country down. This is not a small 
matter; it ·is a very big matter, especially, 
as I pointed out, whe11 material used in its 
construction could be used for a vital war 
purpose. We might arrive at such a stage 
in this country when we shall be compelled 
not only to demolish that building in order 
to obtain the steel used in its construction, 
but also to demolish the Story Bridge to 
obtain steel required for our war effort. It 
is all very well for Government members to 
smile, but our war effort is our biggest job. 
Here we have Evans, Deakin and Comp~ny 
Limited embarking on additional enterpnses 
to assist the country by building ships, and 
at the same time we have the Government 
competing with them for riveters and sim'ilar 
artisans to erect public buildings. That is 
a scandalous state of affairs, and something 
should be done at this very moment to dis­
continue this and similar public works to 
prevent competition for labour essential to 
our war effort. 

The Queensland Government are 100 per 
cent. behind the war effort so long as they 
have not to sacrifice any revenue or any 
means of currying favour with certain 
individuals. 

I should now like to refer to some of the 
statements the Treasurer has been making. 
He excuses an increased revenue, because he 
says there has been a big increase in the 
basic wage and the pay-roll tax. The total 
of these is less than £500,000, but I am 
given to understand there has been a saving 
of £300,000 in the recent loan conversion in 
London. The Treasurer says nothing about 
that. He says he has £500,000 extra to meet 
in pay-roll tax, and on account of the recent 
basic wage rise. There can be no excuse for 
demanding all the revenue he is asking for 
to-day. 

In every walk of life the men and ,,·omen 
of this State are making sacrifices and they 
are willing to see the job through. We have 
a wonderful people. Only the other night 
the Secretary for Health and Home Affairs 
arranged for a blackout and the co-operation 
by the people was remarkable. 

A Government :ill ember: It was the 
organisation of it that was responsible. 

Illr. NIIIDIO: It was the co-operation of 
the people. You can have all the organisation, 
but if you have not the co-operation of the 
people you will not have much success. The 
people co-operated fully in making the black­
out a success. While the people are doing 
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everything they possibly can and making 
sacrifices, the Government are not doing their 
share; in fact, they are not making any 
contribution at all. 

Another matter I wish to refer to is to 
the decline in unemployment relief. The 
Government do not know what to do with the 
employees in the department responsible for 
it. The number of recipients of relief has 
dropped so remarkably that to-day we have 
an army of officers who cannot be employed. 
I think that those matters should be t~ken 
into consideration and the Government 
should, even at this eleventh hour, consider 
whether they will not co-operate to the full 
with the Federal Govennnent in the prosecu­
tion of the ·war. The Federal Treasm·cr made 
certain proposals, but they were not accepted. 

The recent rise in railway fares and freights, 
I think, is a scandalous thing. Immediately 
they get a monopoly-immediately road 
transport is driven off the road-the Govern­
ment raise fares and freights. There was no 
need for this rise. Under good management 
the increased revenue ·would have en a bled 
them to cany on and revenue would have 
balanced expenditure. The petrol rationing 
seems to bo exploited by the Government in 
order to get extra revenue from extra railway 
fares and freights. 

I should like to show how the Haihmy 
Department has consistently increased fares 
where it had no opposition. In rates, the 
department has competition from the post 
office. If one wishes to send a parcel np to 
11 lb. in weight to Cloncurry the department 
charges 2s. 9d., which is the same as the 
post-office charge; but when it comes to a 
12 lb. parcel, which the post office will not 
carry, we find the charge is 3s. 9d. It has 
risen 3d. a lb. up to 11 lb., but as soon as 
competition is eliminated they boost it up 
and we find a rate of 3s. 9d. And so it goes 
on. If one analyses the charges one will find 
they increase at a very much greater rate 
than the department could get for the smaller 
weights. 

I now wish to refer to the proposal of the 
Federal Treasurer that was turned down by 
the Queensland Treasurer-i.e., that the Com­
monwealth Treasurer take control of taxation 
during the war period, the amount to be paid 
to each State to be fixed on the basis of 
population. 

lUr. T. L. WHliams: You would not like 
to see that come about. 

Mr. NillfMO: The great point the 
Treasurer made was that they did not want 
to sacrifice their sovereign rights, but if 
Hitler or the Japanese came here these 
sovereign rights would go. 

The Attorney-General: And if the 
N immos come~ 

Mr. NilUMO: So would their O'Keefe 
rights go. They must have their full pound 
of flesh. The Premier pnt forward a ceiling 
proposal. That was just in keeping with the 
outlook of the present Government at all 
times, to tax the people as high as possible 

and spend the money as fast as possible. 
Manv of our difficulties are the result of that 
polic'y. The Federal Treasurer is in a 
r1ifficulty, because of Queensland's attitude. 
He cannot raise taxation over the whole of 
Australia, because if he did the Queensland 
taxpayer, highly taxed as he is, ·would be 
paying a much larger amount than the tax­
payers in the other States. Thus the high 
taxation in Queensland blocks the raising of 
the taxation in other States. One can under­
stand that argument Yery simply by taking 
the taxpayers with larger incomes; if Federal 
taxation was any higher these taxpayers in 
Queensland would have Yery little income left. 
X aturally, the Federal Treasurer has to find 
some other method. There is some talk of 
cutting out, for Federal purposes, the deduc­
tions of State income tax paid. I.f that is 
done again the Queensland taxpayers will be 
taxed higher than those in any other State 
in the Commonwealth, because their State 
taxes Rre tlhe high0st in Australia. The 
Premier came forward with the ceiling pro­
posal, really a reversion to the John Lang 
proposal-no income over £500 a year. 

The Treasurer: No, it was not that 
proposal. 

}}fr. NIM.::IIO: It was virtually the same 
thing. It really does not matter what the 
ceiling is raised to; the income is fixed. I 
would ask hon. members if they would kill 
the incentive in mrn to earn a larger income. 
Of course, members of the Government 
cannot conceive such a thing. 

The Treasurer: What would be the use 
of a larger income if Hitler gets here? 

::IIr. NllUMO: The hon. gentleman cannot 
appreciate the point I am making. He cannot 
realise that it is the hope of reward that 
sweetens labour. 

The Secretary for Th1ines: You l:ielieve 
in more profiteering. 

IIIr. XIlU~IO: I do not believe in pro­
fiteering, but I believe in encouraging every­
one to put his full energy into his work. The 
hon. member for Ipswich is so narrow-minded 
that he cannot see further than his nose. He 
cannot understand that without the incentive 
of reward for his work a man will not make 
the necessary effort. A man is asked to go 
ahead and work to build up an industry and 
when the work is done he is to be given £500 
a year on which to live. Did one ever hear 
of a more brainless proposal than that of the 
ceiling limit~ 

(Time expired.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) (12.15 p.m.): At this stage I think 
I should say one or two things, chiefi'y to 
put those of the Committee who are 
criticising the Government on the right path. 

In opening the discussion, the Leader . of 
the Opposition made a plea for co-operat10n 
by the State with the Comm·onwealth, and I 
want to say that this State has offered all 
co-operatimi and full co-operation in evel)' 
\Yny to the Commonwealth Government m 
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the war effort. We have not at any time 
harshly criticised the Commonwealth Govern­
ment, when we might have done so. We 
have refrained from criticism that might 
even have been considered to hamper the 
Commonwealth Government. At no time have 
we put up any barrier against the Comm'on­
wealth Government's war effort. The Leader 
of the Opposition said that his party 
would co-operate with this Government 
in all war matters. He did not go beyond 
that. He has given us the assura11ce that 
he will eo-operate with the Government in 
all war matters, but he has not promised the 
co-operation of the Opposition with this 
Government in all matters~ Whyf Simply 
because his political conscience will not allow 
him to do that, and one respects him for 
having that much regard for his political 
conscience. 

Mr. Nimmo: Is not that the only thing 
that counts to-day~ 

The TREASURER: The war effort is a 
thing that counts, and it is a big thing 
but there are certain things that must be 
done if we are going to maintain the war 
effort. Unfortunately, the hon. member for 
Oxley has not that complete survey of the 
whole situation that would allow him to 
know what the war effort is. He can see 
only the one spearhead. I remh1d him that 
behind the spearhead there must be an 
organisation and an ability to organise that 
makes the spearhead effective. 

I think I should deal with two statements 
that were made by the Leader of the Oppo­
sition. One was that this Governm·ent were 
prepared to grab all taxation, and the other 
that we were prepared to grab all loan 
money. 

Mr. :rtluller: The figures show that. 

The TREASURER: This Government 
have never been prepared to grab all taxa­
tion. Over the past nine years Parliament 
after Parliament has made reductions in 
taxation. 

Itlr. Yeates: Very slight. 

The TREASURER: Here comes the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness! It 
cries, ''Very slight. '' I desire to inform 
the hon. member for East Toowoomba that 
it is a direct contradiction of his leader who 
said that we were prepared to grab all 
taxation, and I thank him for so ably and 
quickly correcting his leader in this Inatter. 
We have not been prepared to grab all taxa­
tion. We have made remission after remis­
sion, and the remissions m'ade by this Govern­
ment over the last nine years liave amounted 
to more than £2,000,000. 

Mr. Muller: Name some of them. 

The TREASURER: We made reductions 
in what we called the relief tax. We made 
reductions in the State development tax 
and we have made other reductions. When 
the interjection, ''What reductions are you 
suggesting~'' was made to the Leader of the 
Opposition he said immediately ''The com­
pany tax.'' That was the only thing that 

he could think of at the moment that should 
be reduced, and it shows just where this new 
political party is. It shows where its heart 
is and where it lives. You remem'ber, Mr. 
Gair, one verse of that worthy poem of 
Kip ling's, ''The Recessional,'' which states-

'' The tumult and the shouting dies, 
The Captains and the Kings depart." 

The Opposition seem inclined to parody Kip­
ling-this going to show just where the 
Country-National Party is, what it is most 
concerned about, and what its desire is so 
far as a reduction of taxation is concerned. 
We can sum them up in these words-

'' The tumult and the shouting grows; 
The captain and the troops depart; 

But still the Opposition crows, 
With vested interest in its heart: 

Lord, God of Hosts, 0 give us yet­
The dividends we love to get.'' 

The Opposition have no concern for any­
thing else and they rem,ind me of what 
Dickens so aptly said in his parody, ''The 
Cantering Horse'': Property-prop, property­
prop, property-prop-nothing else seems to 
count with those people. Human interest 
and the thing that inspires the great effort 
being made to-day is of no avail with them. 
''Give us a reduction in company taxation 
-give us that and all will be well." 

.Mr • .Macdonald interjected. 

The TREASURER: I am afraid the hon. 
member will have to get me an interpreter. 
With my Australian accent I am sorry I 
cannot attend to him. 

Now let me deal with the other statement 
made by the Opposition about the grabbing 
of all loan money. I feel that I must say 
a word or two about the Loan Council. As 
hon. members of this Committee know, a 
Co-ordinator of Public Works was appointed 
by the Loan Council and it is the 
job of that Co-ordinator to review the 
proposed programmes of the various States. 
Sir Harry Brown is the Loan Council 
Co-ordinator, and he travelled the States 
of Australia and reviewed the respective 
State programmes. It was that gentleman 
who submitted to the Commonwealth 
Government the proposal for £25,500,000 for 
the States. When the proposal was put for­
ward, the Premier of Queensland made a 
suggestion to the Loan Council whereby 
that amount might be reduced by at least 
£2,500,000. For hon. members of the Oppo­
sition to say that the State of Queensland 
was out to grab all that it could get is, there­
fore, wrong. In fairness to the Premier I 
should state that he believed in his own 
heart that that reduction would lead to a 
reduction of £5,000,000 in the amount of 
money allocated to the States by the Loan 
Council. It is wrong to make a .statement, 
Mr. Gair, simply for the sake of making it. 
Such statements are made to lend verishnili­
tude to an otherwise bald and unconvincing 
narrative. The criticism of the Leader of 
the Opposition or the hon. member for Oxley 
was simply an attempt to put all the blame 
on the Premier of Queensland. The Premier 
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of Victoria, who, I believe, is the Leader of 
some National-Country Party, was one who 
voted against a reduction in taxation. The 
Premier of Victoria voted with the 
Premier of Queensland. To attempt 
to put that statement on the back 
of the Premier of Queensland is wrong. 
There were four States that opposed the 
proposal and two who voted for it-Tasmania 
and South Australia. 

Mr. Barnes: Why did Tasmania vote 
for it~ 

The TREASURER: I suggest that the 
hon. member for Bundaberg ask that ques­
tion of the Premier of Tasmania; he never 
explained why he so voted, but I suppose it 
was because he considered it was the right 
and proper thing to do. 

Mr. Barnes: Because, in his opinion, 
the Premier of Queensland ignored the con­
stitution on his books by not asking for 
national credit. 

The TREASURER: I think that the hon. 
member for Bundaberg is confusing the 
Premier of Tasmania with the Treasurer of 
Tasmania. I am not so fully conversant 
with the views of the Premier of Tasmania 
on the matter of national credit, as to be able 
to enter into that discussion on behalf of the 
Premier of Tasmania; nor have I any desire 
to do so-that gentleman is well able to take 
care of himself. However, I have pointed 
out that the statements made by the Leader 
of the Opposition are wrong. The Premier 
of Qneensland, I repeat, suggested ways 
whereby the loan money available to the 
States might be reduced. 

Mr. Nimm.o: Was that reported in the 
Press~ 

The TREASURER: Loan Council pro­
ceedings are not reported in the Press, and 
are not open to the Press, but interested 
parties who desire to use Loan Council meet­
ings for political purposes do make reports 
not strictly in accordance with the truth in 
that they do not report the whole of the 
Loan Council discussions. The hon. member 
might accept my statement on the matter 
that tlH3 proposal was made. 

The Leader of the Opposition also said 
that State spending should be reduced. I want 
to remind the Opposition-and I dare say that 
you will remember it, too, Mr. Gair-of their 
policy speech when they went to the country 
at the beginning of the year. Do you remem­
ber all the things they suggested should be 
done~ Why, bless my heart and soul, the 
programme that they submitted to the people 
of Queensland would have m:eant the spending 
of millions and millions of money. "The 
mythical millions of Mr. Maher '' was one 
of the jokes of the campaign. The proposal 
that he put forward was preposterous. 

Mr. Muller: Who put up i:he bogy about 
the mythical millions~ 

The TREASURER: I think it was a 
gentleman named Maher. 

Mr. Muller: It was the Government. 

The TREASURER: No, it was a gentle­
man who proposed that all these things should 
be done. He suggested the abolition of the 
State development tax. 

I want to point out what has been said in 
l'eference to these matters. In dealing with 
the Premier's statement rejecting the proposal 
to abolish the State development tax and 
review it next financial year the ''Courier­
Mail'' in a leading article of 24 January, 
1941, said, inter alia-

'' .... It can be readily understood that 
the Government's first concern is to keep 
the State Budget balanced and to protect 
employment ..... '' 

How different from the words of the Leader 
of the Opposition to-day! He was not con­
cerned about employment in any shape or 
form. 

Let me continue with the extract from the 
''Courier-Mail''-

"Unless a Government is in the fortunate 
position of finding itself with a large 
surplus, real relief of taxation can be 
effected only by reduction of public expen­
diture.'' 

What public expenditure do hon. members 
opposite suggest should be abolished~ The 
building programme of the Statef That was 
the suggestion of the Leader of the Opposi­
tion, ably backed by the hon. member for 
Oxley, who virtually suggested that the build­
ing programme of the State should be discon­
tinued immediately in order that we might 
help the war effort. I want to tell them that 
the building programme is helping the war 
effort. It is providing the people with oppor­
tunities for work and thus it is helping the 
\1-ar effort, something that they could not 
do if they were out of work. Hon. members 
opposite know quite well, and, indeed, the 
whole country knows quite well, that a great 
deal of the prosperity of Queensland to-day is 
due to the fact that the Government realise 
that wise expenditure encourages production, 
and thereby produces greater wealth for the 
State. 

Mr. Taylor: That is shown by the invest­
ment in war-savings c!e-rtificates in this State. 

The TREASURER: Of course it is. If 
there was no work for the people there would 
be no great measure of investment in war­
saving certificates and thus no appreciable 
contribution to the war effort. 

Let me get back to the State development 
tax. Discussing the decision of the recent 
Labour Convention, which rejected a motion 
for the abolition of State development tax, 
the ''Courier-Mail'' in a further leading 
article of Wednesday, 19 February, 1941, said, 
inter alia-

'' ... Proper prudence guided the Govern­
ment in refusing at one stroke to deprive 
the State Treasury of a source of revenue 
that is supplying it with more than 
£2,000,000 a year. Co-ordination of State 
and Federal taxation to assist thP financing 
of the war is at present under considemtion, 
and all States are facing the prospect of 
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haYing to adjust public works expenditure 
to lessened allocations of loan money. It 
is, therefore, only to be expected that the 
Queensland Government should husband all 
its revenue resources until the outlook for 
the next financial year becomes clearer.'' 

'l'lmt is what the Government are doing, and 
the;' hnYe never departed from that proper 
course. \Ve are seeing to it that the resources 
of this country are used to maintain produc­
tion so that wealth is produced, and wo are 
therelJy placed in a position to help the 
Commonwealth, and indeed, the Empire war 
effort more and more. 

The I .. eader of the Opposition said that the 
Common wealth Government proposed to spend 
£12,000,000 on the war effort in Queensland. 

Let me give you that estimate. They 
estimated that they would spend in New 
South \Vales £56,000,000; they estimated 
that they would spend in Victoria 
~50,000,000; they estimated they would spend 
m Queensland £11,000,000--

]\..J"r. Jiacdonald: You know why. 

Tl1e TREASUR.ER: I will tell the hon. 
member why in a minute. 

They estimated that they would spend in 
South Australia £13,000,000 in Western Aus­
tralia £7,000,000, and in Ta~mania £3,000,000. 
The percentages of expenditure are-

New South Wales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
Queensland 

Per cent. 
40 
36 

9 
8 

Yet hon. members opposite ask you why 
that was done! It was done, as they 
well l~now,. because there are people in 
authonty m the Commonwealth Govern­
ment who ignore the State of Queensland. 
If they were au fait with the position, as 
they should be, they would know that there 
are people in the Defence Depart­
ment to-day with the idea that there 
is no need to protect any other part of Aus­
tralia except that part of New South Wales 
which lies between Newcastle and Port 
Kembla. There is a notable defence 
authority who told a man very high in mili­
tary circles that there was no need to go 
beyond Brisbane in the matter of defence, 
because beyond Brisbane there were only one 
or two villages that did not matter. 

3Ir. EDWARDS: That is too silly for 
words. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
kh~'ws that there are Southern interests that 
absolutely ignore the State of Queensland. 
That is proverbial; the whole of the people 
know it. There are people in this country 
who know that high authoritie.s in the 
Southern States have said that things cannot 
be done in Queensland that have been done 
in Queensland. The hon. member for Oxley 
as a director of a big woollen company 
ought to know it. He does know it; he 
knows it perfectly well. He knows of other 

directions where the whole of Queensland 
interests have been absolutely and com­
pletely ignored. Why~ Because of base 
misrepresentations that have been made from 
time to time about this State by people who 
should be boosting this State .rather than 
damning it. 

llir. Nimmo: I know that ten times more 
orders could be got for Queensland if we 
could carry them out. (Government inter­
.i ections.) 

Tile CHAIRMA::s-: Order! 

The TREASURER: Let me get on to 
something else. I want just for a moment 
or t\vo to refer to the new party that sits 
opposite. If I have its name correctly 
belirve it is the National-Country Party. 
If that is right well and good, but one can 
be pardoned for getting a little boxed in 
the name of the party opposite, as in the 
last session of Parliament it was known as 
the United -"ustralia Party, the Country 
Party, and the Independent Party. Dming 
the 25 or 26 years that I have been in this 
Parliament I can say that on the other sido 
of this House there have sat 12 different 
parties so far as the name is concerned, but 
it is only in name. I believe, Mr. Gair, that 
we should be giving that party its proper 
designation if we were to characterise it as 
the Permanent Opposition. Just as the 
organisations of the GoYernment Party are 
known as the W.P.O., or the A.L.P., or the 
C.P.E<., we should call this party, it being 
the Permanent Opposition, the P.O. Party. 
So far as this party is concerned, thi~ 
P.O. Party is just the same old party we 
have had in this Chamber for generations. 

It is the same party that continues to 
make misrepresentations. The Leader of the 
Opposition got up and attributed a statement 
to the Premier, and the hon. member for 
Oxley, to make assurance double sure, got up 
and read the same statement not once but 
twice. Here is the statement-

'' The Queensland Government will claim 
that State spending must be maintained 
to avert a. return to depression conditions.'' 

The hon. member for Oxley quoted that as 
the Premier's statement. 

Jir. Nimmo: I did not. 

The TREASURER: Although the Leader 
of the Opposition and the hon. member for 
Oxley attributed that statement to the Premier, 
I cai1 say that the Premier never made that 
stateme1it. It was made by the political 
writer of the "Courier-Mail" on 5 August, 
1941. That writer simply said that the 
Commonwealth will say this and the State 
of Queensland will say so-and-so. It does 
not say in the ''Courier-Mail'' that the 
Premier stated that the Queensland Govern­
ment would claim that. That is the phrase 
of the political writer of the '' CoQurier-
1fail'' and not the words of the Premier. 

Mr. NIMl\'IO: I rise to a point of order_ 
The point I make is the Treasurer said that 
the hon. member for Oxlev said that h'' 
quoterl from the '' Courier-J'VIail'' \Yhcre thv 
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Premier said so-and-so. What I said was 
that the Queensland Premier was reported 
to have said before the Loan Council meet­
ing that spending must be maintained to 
a vert a return to depression conditions. I 
did not say 1vhere I got that. 

The CHAIRlUAN: The difference 
between what the Treasurer stated and what 
the hon. gentleman claims to have said is so 
small that there is no point of order. 

The TltEASURER: That shows that in 
attributing the statement to the Premier the 
hon. gentleman was entirely wrong. 

Then the hon. gentleman made one of those 
astonishing statements he frequently makes 
and does not explain. He referred to the 
1 'remier 's policy as the ''ceiling policy.'' 
He said, "If you rob a man of his sa-lary 
you rob him of incentive.'' I wonder if 
Churchill's incentive has gone. Has 
Churchill lost all desire to do the job because 
the £10,000 a year is reduced to £3,000 by 
reason of the taxation~ Has that reduced 
the incentive of Churchill~ Of course it 

I has not. Taxation that is used for the fight­
ing of the war will not reduce the incentive 
of a man who has a love of his country and 
puts country before self. 

Government ll!embers: Hear, hear! 

The TREASURER: I admit there are 
specimens who will .say, ''I am not going 
to work for the Government; you will not 
get me making money that the Government 
will take from me.'' I know there are people 
who take that narrow view, but I believe the 
great bulk of the people will yet stand behind 
the proposal put forward by the Premier if 
it is necessary to save Australia-and I 
l•elieve it may be necessary to save Australia. 

The hon. member for Oxley made reference 
to what he called the ''fine proposal'' put 
forward by the Federal Treasurer in the 
matter of the States' surrendering taxation 
powers and levying of uniform taxation 
throughout the Commonwealth. I believe I 
am right in saying that proposal did not 
come from the Commonwealth Government. 
I do not believe the Commonwealth Govern­
ment ever approved of it. It was possibly 
the creature of the economists standing behind 
the Federal Treasurer. But what did the 
proposal mean~ It meant Queensland would 
have lost 37 per cent. of its revenue.s, that 
Western Australia would have lost 32 per 
cent. of its revenues, and that New South 
Wales would have lost 34 per cent. of its 
revenues. Three leading Labour States were 
to lose 37, 32, and 34 per cent. respectively: 
the other States of the Commonwealth not so 
much. It showed there was a desire to differ­
entiate. You have experts who talk about 
the need for uniform taxation when condi­
tions are not uniform. Look at the wonder­
ful country of ours that has been developed 
-and not only by this Government; a meed 
of praise is due to the people who have gone 
before us who visualised Queensland as a 
gTeat State. R.ight down the coast if you 
look at the ports, there are Cairns, Towns­
ville, Bowen, Mackay, Port Alma, Gladstone, 

and Brisbane-seven excellent ports .on the 
coast of Queensland. You can see gomg out 
from those ports a railway from Cairns, one 
from Townsville, from Rockhampton, from 
Brisbane-away out 500 miles into the interior 
of this State. Look at New South Wales. 
What ports have they~ The port of New­
castle, which ships coal and coal only; the 
port of Port Kembla, which ships iron and 
iron only. The whole of New South Wales 
commerce is centred in one spot-in Sydney. 

Look at Victoria. It has only Port Mel­
bourne and a bit of a place at Geelong. 
South Australia has one port, Port Adelaide. 
Here we have in Queensland this amazing 
decentralisation of ours-seven major ports 
to which ovcrsea ships come. 

llll:. Nimmo: Nature provided those 
ports. 

Tlw TREASURER: Nature did not. 
Nature provided the opportunity for virile 
Governments to develop the ports. There are 
many opportunities on the coast of New 
South Wales, as Port Stephens, Grafton, 
Shoalhaven and Jervis Bay, for ports, but 
the idea that actuates hon. members of the 
Opposition, the love of dividends and profits, 
has meant that the whole of X ew South \Vales 
has been centred in Sydney. New South 
Wales has had the same opportunities as 
Queensland, but we have developed this 
State. Over this immense territory there are 
1,000,000 people, whereas in a narrow little 
section of New South Wales they have 
2,000,000 centred at one port. We have to 
have school teachers, clerks of petty sessions, 
magistrates, mining wardens, and all the 
other facilities that the Government can 
afford stationed in places in the far north and 
as far south as Coolangatta; from Point 
Danger in the east to Birdsville in the west. 
To say that a State such as Queensland, 
giving the wonderful service it gives in every 
department, giving the splendid governmental 
facilities that it gives to every person, can 
be governed with the same taxation as a 
pocket-handkerchief State such as Victoria is 
absurd, and only people who cannot visualise 
the greatness of Queensland or those who 
have forgotten the greatness of Queensland 
and the prominence it has given them could 
put up a proposal that there should be 
uniform taxation in all the States. Nothing 
could show a lack of appreciation of this 
Commonwealth as a Commonwealth, more 
than that lopsided, absurd proposal. To show 
how lopsided and absurd it was, I will hold 
up my hand and extend my fingers to show 
the States that voted for it. Not one State 
l'vted for that proposal. It was turned down 
by the unanimous vote of all the States of 
Australia, but the hon. member for Oxley 
comes into this Committee and urges it as a 
Yery fine thing that should have been done, 
and talks of the perfidy of the State of 
Queensland toward the Commonwealth of 
Austrnlia. The Commonwealth of Australia 
is made up of the States. Th'e States of 
Australia with one accord and one voice 
absolutely refused to listen to the proposal 
for uniform taxation and the surrendering 
of taxation to the Commonwealth. 
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Nothing has been said in this debate so 
far that causes the Government the slightest 
pang. We know we have endeavoured to do 
all the things we have done fairly, decently, 
and honestly. The hon. member for Oxley 
tells us that possibly the steel might yet have 
to be taken out of the Story Bridge to pro­
vide munitions of war. Well', that shows 
some vision; but he did not have enough 
vision when he sat on this side of the 
Chamber and sat behind the Government who 
proposed to give a company the right to build 
that bridge and were willing to guarantee 
8 per cent. for 40 years. He completely 
overlooked that had that bridge been built 
it is quite possible we might still have had 
to take the steel out of it and we might still 
have had to pay the 8 per cent. 

Mr. NIMMO: I rise to a point of order. 
The Treasurer has said that I sat behind the 
Government that guarante<Jd 8 per cent. for 
the building of the bridge. That is untrue, 
and I ask for the statement to be withdrawn. 

The TREASURER: If the hon. gentle­
man says he did not sit behind the Government 
that guaranteed 8 per cent., I have to accept 
his denial. That is all there is to it. May be 
he sat with them. My English might not be 
just as good as it ought to be. 

The ~1on. gentleman fulminated against the 
expenditure by the Government in develop­
mental matters, but he himself sees to it 
that he is not behind the door ~vhen things 
are handed out. 

Mr. NimmG: What are they? 

The TREASURER: A beautiful new 
school building is being erected at Yeronga 
in the hon. gentleman's electorate. He asked 
for it. I also see a very nice new bridge 
being erected over Oxley Creek. I doubt if 
there is. any need for a bridge, because the 
creek Will soon be thick enough to bear all 
the traffic over it, but he asked for that and 
the expenditure is proceeding. I see in his 
electorate th~ erection of a very fine building 
for the housmg o.f the mounted police, their 
accoutrement, eqmpment, and horses. He did 
not object to that. I have also seen at Darra 
a very fine job being done by the Railway 
Department by the expenditure of public 
money. I have not yet read in the Press or 
heard the hon. gentleman object to the expen­
diture of public money in his electorate. The 
h?n. gentleman run~ the risk of being tongue­
tied. If he contmues to speak with his 
ton15ue in his cheek, something wilT happen 
to It sooner or later. 

_The Supply that is _being asked for to-day 
Will carry on the services of the Government 
for a period of about three months. It 
makes provision to meet all the essential 
requirements, and it will take us to about 
the end of November. The amounts applied 
for on account of Consolidated Revenue and 
Trust Funds respectively are those appropri­
ated by the Act of last year, which allows us 
to carry on until the end of August or about 
that time. ' 

We are doing the usual thing in asking for 
this appropriation. It is necessary to have 

the money so that the services of His Majest) 
may be continued, and I know that this Com 
mittee, in its wisdom, will grant the money 
in order that the Government may continuE 
to do in the future the excellent work tha1 
they have been doing in the past. 

Mr. MULLER (Fassifern) (12.46 p.m.): 
I should like to congratulate you, Mr. Gair 
upon your elevation to the position of Chair· 
man of Committees. I am sure that I am 
expressing the opinion of every member of 
the Opposition when I say that we wish you 
a very successful term of office. We appre­
ciate just what your office requires. li 
demands of you a good deal of tact, discre­
tion, and sound judgment, and I believe. 
because of your experience in this Chamber, 
that you will at least endeavour to carry out 
your duties in conformity with what i1 
required. 

This being the first session of a new Parlia· 
ment, I join with the Leader of the Opposi· 
tion in expressing the hope that during the 
war period, at least, -we shall endeavour to 
create a. greater feeling of co-operation and 
co-ordination in this Parliament. I realise 
that if a national Government are not accept­
able to the people and the members of Parli­
ament throughout Australia, perhaps the next 
best step might be greater co-operation 
between State and Commonwealth Parlia­
ments. 

I should like to take this opportunity, also, 
of congratulating the Premier on the speech 
he made at the Exhibition the other day. 
Without throwing any bouquets at the Pre­
mier, I feel, as a member of this Assembly, 
that it is my duty to express my feelings 
about his speech. I feel that in the course 
of his remarks he did more to create the 
right war atmosphere than anything I have 
heard previously. I belive that he inspired 
a spirit which, if emulated by hon. members 
of this Assembly and the people of this 
State, will have a wonderful effect throughout 
the Commonwealth. I assure the Premier that 
I agree entirely with the views expressed by 
him on that occasion and I feel proud to 
think that a leading citizen of this State 
should take up ~hat attitude. We do 
require a great deal more of that spirit 
throughout Australia at present. I feel that 
the people of the Commonwealth have not 
appreciated our real position. Whilst we 
have had much lip service throughout Austra­
lia, we have not had that co-operation and 
that service that are needed. Perhaps we 
fail to realise that the enemy is knocking at 
our door louder now than he has ever done 
before. During the course of his speech at 
the Exhibition the Premier said-

'' Let us all be up and doing befoi'e it 
is too late.'' 

That is a true statement of the position, 
and I want to assure you, Mr. Chairman, that 
any contribution that I make during this ses­
sion will be purely of' a constructive nature. 
If I am slightly critical in my remarks, I 
want the Government to be assured that so 
far as it is within my power to do so, I shaH 
endeavour to help in every possible way. 
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Let us remember at all times that if we 
lose the title deeds to this country it does 
not matter verv much whether we are 
governed by the· Labour Party, the Country 
Party, Independents, or anybody else. 

The Premier: We should have no say 
in the government at all under such con­
ditions. 

liir. MULLER: We have an unusually 
large crop of Independents in Parliament 
to-clay, and, I believe that that is because the 
feelings of the people generally are hostile 
to party politics. They are looking to men 
who are \Yilling to forget that they belong 
to a party, and who will reganl the war 
efl'mt as their most essential duty. 

The question before the Committee this 
morning is that of Supply. 'l'he Leader of 
the Opposition tlll'e»· out the suggestion that 
it would be advisable for the Government to 
consirler seriously their policy of expenditure 
in the future, in order that they might 
co-operate with the Commonwealt11 Govern­
ment to a greater extent. Whilst it is not 
arlvisablc, perhaps, to cut out our vast loan 
policy completely, and endeavour to wipe 
loan expenditure aside for the time being, 
I beli0ve that common sense should prevail 
and that a good deal of our loawworks pro­
gmn!'me might be delayed. We should endea­
vour to carry on the affairs of government 
for the time being-, and much of our loan­
works prog-ramme might with advantage wait 
until a more opportune time presents itself. 
If such a policy could he adopted, I believe 
\Ye coul<l help the Commomvealth Govern­
ment to a greater extent than we are doing 
at the present. 

The TrPasnrer, in the com·se of his reply 
this morning, endeayoured to twist remarks 
made by the Leader of the Opposition and 
the Deputy Leader in reference to the Pre­
mier "s policy regarding future taxation, as 
stated at the Loan Council meeting. I did 
not deduce, when listening to the speech 
made by the hon. member for Oxley, that he 
~was entirely looking for profits; the Trea­
surer endeavomed to misconstrue his state­
ments, and prove to this Committee that the 
only objective at the back of the mind of 
the hon. member for Oxley was profit and 
profit alone. If the Premier's policy had 
been adopted-that is to say, limit all incomes 
to £500--

The Premier: I never said that at all. 

Jir. JUULLER: I must accept the 
Premier's denial. I was referring to Press 
reports--

The Premier: You cannot produce a 
Press report in which I said that. 

lUr. }IULLER: Press reports conveyed 
that impression--

The Premier: It was the Press that said 
that, not I. I never used that figure nor did 
I use any figure. 

Mr. liULLER: The Press report inferred 
that it would be desirable to limit incomes 
to £500, or, rather, to establish a form' of 
tnxation having that effect. 

1941-0 

The Premier: That report was circu­
lated for the pmpose of injuring the pro­
posal. 

}lr. lUULLER: I am not going to argue 
whether it was or not, but, nevertheless, I 
fed that the Premier's contention was to 
limit incomes to a certain amount. That 
suggestion was perhaps a little different to 
the Press report, but nevertheless--

The Premier: I will give you a copy of 
wy speech if you like. 

Mr. )fULLER: It does not affect the 
basis of the argument. 

The Premier: I will give you a copy of 
what I actually said. 

~Ir. l'\IUJ,LER: I should be pleased to 
have it, but, as I said, it cloes not aff\'ct the 
basis of m'y argument. ~What I am concerned 
about is not the question of profit to the 
indiY·idual or to the company, but the ques­
tion of production. If business concerns are 
to he so hamstringe<l with taxation as to 
prevent i heir expanding, there will be a 
<letrimental dfe:·t upon employment. It will 
also have a detrimental effect upon produc­
tion, and I think that is why the Federal 
Trc;,sm·er was opposed to the policy enunci­
ated at the time by the Premier of Queens­
land. 1'\'hilst the Premier's idea may appear 
to he sound in theOl'y, nevertheless such a 
seheme would have a serious effect upon pro­
(lndion as a whole. It is not so much a 
question of how it might affect the income 
uf the various States as how it might affect 
production in a big way. Perhaps the man 
in the street would support the idea in the 
belief that if we were sincere in our efforts 
\Yith regard to the war, it could properly 
be argued that if it is right that Bill Jones 
should be content with an income of £5 a 
week for the duration of the war, Tom Smith 
should accept a similar amount. However, 
that is entirely beside the argument. The 
question is how are we going to stimulate 
prolluction and enlistment. It was said by 
way of interjection that if we reduced loan 
expenclitme or lessened the works programme 
\Ye should thereby prevent people from 
getting the wherewithal to contribute to war­
savings certificates and to similar funds. We 
agree ~with those sentinwnt;, but would not 
the same argument apply if we interfered 
unnecessarily with industry so as to prevent 
its rleYclopment and expansion, thus reducing 
the purchasing power of the people and 
therehy their ability to contribute to \Yar­
savings certificates~ 

Tlle Premier: It is true that the Govern­
ment could not get the same amount twice. 

llir. lUULLER: That is true. I believe 
that if we were willing to adopt a policy of 
greater co-operation and greater co-ordina­
tion there would not be the same argument 
about the different amounts received by the 
respectiYe States. It is not a question what 
Queensland is going to lose or New South 
Wales is going to lose so much as it is what 
the Commonwealth are going to gain so as 
to mainhin the \Yar effort. 
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~inch has been said about the money that 
has been spent in Queensland, but let us be 
fair. Let us examine the position. We 
have had a number of opportunities to accept 
>vm· contracts, but we have not had the 
facilities to carry them out. In many 
instances material is in short snpply. Indeed, 
the primary industries have had to make 
sacrifices because they were not able to get 
the material they need. It is being used for 
war purposes. 

The Secretary for Public Instruction: 
Can you name some of the contracts that 
we have had to turn down~ 

~Ir. MULJ,ER: I am not blaming the 
Federal Government; I am not blrtm'ing· any­
body. I am trying to discuss the matter 
apart from any party political conRiderations 
at all. I am endeavouring to point out that 
whereas orders were available to Queensland 
we had not the factories nor the equipment 
t0 carry them out. Therefore, it would 
not be much use making £5,000,000 available 
to Queensland by way of war expenditure 
if we did not have the plant to cal'l'y out 
the >York involved. The Secretary for Public 
Instruction will agree >Yith that. 

Reference was made to a >Yoollen company 
in which the hon. member for Oxlev is inter­
ested. We know very well that a little 
while ago it was alm'ost impossible to get 
such woollen goods as blankets. I know that 
such material as saddle lining >Yas not being 
made. I made inquiries about a >Yeek ago 
and I was informed by the manufacturers 
that th0ir instnlCtions .,:ere to carry out war 
ortlcr.; and that other things ha(f to wait. 
That is the real position. 

The Secretary for Public Instruction: 
You 'aid that we could have attained the 
ordel's, but we could not carry them out. 
You have said, in effect, that the corn­
panic; are canying out the orders that have 
been obtained. 

;ur. ~IULLER: When dealing with the 
Goyernment 's financial policy this morning 
the Treasurer called to his aid Kip ling, 
Shakespeare, and other writers in order to 
justify his case. In reply, I propose just to 
(l\~ote a few facts to show that it was mislead­
ing for the Treasurer to say that the 
Gowrnment had endeavoured to co-operate 
>Yith the Commonwealth Government in their 
war efforts ancl that his Government had 
reduced taxation in order that a greatel' 
amount of money might be made available 
to the national Government for war purposes. 

The Treasurer: I did not say that. I 
sa id that over our nine-year period of office 
,,.e had reduced taxation and the hon. member 
for J~ast 'l'oowoomba backed me up. 

lUr. :i.UULLER: I will begin with the 
income tax. In 1932 the total amount of 
income tax collections was £1,674,329, whereas 
in 1040-41 it was £3,966,399, or an increase of 
£2,292,070. 

The Treasurer: That is not due to an 
increase in taxation; it is due purely to an 
increase in prosperity. 

Mr. 3IULLER: There is a good deal 
rno1·e attached to this question if the Trea­
smer will have the patience to listen to me, 

The Treasurer: I will try. 

l'tir. MULLER: Those figures disclose 
that in this nine-year period the amount of 
income tax levied was almost doubled. Take 
the unemployment relief tax, now called the 
State development tax. In 1932 the amount 
levied for this tax was £1,089,645, whereas 
in 1940-41 that increased to £2,369,883. 

The Treasurer: What was the first year 
you quoted. 

l'tir. ThiULLER: 1932. 

The 'l'reasurer: That was in the days 
of the JIJoore Government when you taxed the 
washerwoman and others on low incomes. 

.iUr. ])IULLER: I will show how this tax 
has progressively increased. In 1939-40 the 
State development tax yielded £2,255,197. 
Now let us look at the receipts last year. 
The Government obtained from this somce 
alone £2,369,883, or an increase of £114,686 as 
compared with the tax levied in 1939-40. If 
>Ye look right along the line we see similar 
increases. Take the total taxation levied-that 
is, the total of income tax and other taxes. In 
1932 the records show that the total taxation 
collected was £4,189,749, whereas last year the 
total >ms £8,140,363, or almost double. 

The Treasurer: That is accounted for 
i>y a record prosperity. 

l'tir. MULLER: I want to mention this 
point because the hon. member for Gregory 
m a de referencr to it yesterday in the course 
of his speePh, while the Treasurer, following 
it up this morning, told this Committee that 
the GoYernment had balanced their Budget 
without financially embarrassing anyone-in 
other words, without increasing taxation. 
That is not altogether correct. 

Take the total revenue collections-that is, 
the combined receipts from taxation and other 
sources, including railways, land, mining, and 
other departmental l'eceipts. We find that in 
10~:2 the Government collected a revenue of 
£14.083,758, while lr1st year that amount 
incren~ed to £21,539,749, an incrense of 
£7,455,991, or 30 per cent. 

Xow, what hRs happened~ We fincl the 
novemment spent the whole of it. The Leader 
of the Opposition was perfectly right when he 
made the point that no endeavour is being 
made to cmtail expenditme. It is a matter 
of collecting as much money as possible from 
the community and spending it, ancl getting 
'" mnch loan money as possible and spending 
it ~111 and then telling ourselves that ;ve are 
prosperous. An examination of the posi­
tion shows that we are really not pros­
perous. Virtually the whole of our income 
last year was spent. Although a record 
nmonnt of £21.000,000 was collected there is 
n surplus of only approximately £28.000. Take 
thr w>sition of the Trust Funds. In 1931-32 
the 'l'rnst Fnnd revenue was £3,795,468, and 
in 1940-41 it hnd risen to £8,761.980, and the 
expenditure had gone up from £3,129,169 t< 
£7,565,721. After- all, there is nothing very 



Supply. [21 AuausT.] Supply. 35· 

wonderful about that system of finance. It 
is purely a matter of collecting as much money 
as you can and spending it. It is true that 
in so lloing you create further employment, 
but, after all, that is not everything; you 
have to consider industry as well. 

\Yhile I am not one who advocates gross 
profits for the individual or the company, I 
should like the Treasurer to realise that these 
companies, besides providing some profit for 
their shareholders, arc of considerable assis­
tance to the Government in that they provi(1e 
employment. They are the blood . of the 
11ntion and should be encouraged. If \VC nre 
going to increase the rate of taxation to the 
extent that it mnkes it impossible for them 
to c:urv on or rc~trict them in their dewlop­
ment 11;c are going to kill the goose that lays 
the golden egg. 

The Treasurer: W'ould you say a trades­
man ,,_]JO has doubled his turnover must 
inerea'e his price to do it9 Might he not do 
it U;) extending his business as the State has 
extended its business and c1ou!Jlecl its income? 

~)Ir. ::UULLER: That is perfectly true. 
Common sense enters into the pictme. If the 
Treasurer is going to set himself out to clip 
the wings of these industries that are spread­
ing-as he says they are-and thus remove 
inducement to expand or carry on, he is not 
going to improve the position of the State. 
I am wondering how long this system can 
rontinue to operate. \Ve have to remember all 
the time that there is a war on anc1 that money 
is urgently needed for fighting pmposes. A 
great deal of the money being put into works 
should be used for war pmposes. A good deal 
of these \Yorks could wait until we can see 
daylight. 

If IYC get down to tintacks and examine the 
position carefully, we see that it discloses 
an astonishing state of affairs. I notice that 
interest on the public debt to-day is 
£6,812,377, whereas in 1932 it was £6,415,734. 

Tlle Treasurer: Tell us what it was in 
1832 nnc1 in 1732. 

lUr. MULLER: I will not allow the 
Treasurer to draw me off my path. The point 
I IYish to make here is that there has been 
an increase of £396,643 in the public debt in 
nine years, or by approximately £45,000 a 
:·ear. There is a body of opinion throughout 
the Commonwealth that suggests we should 
nbolish State PaTliaments. I am not one who 
l1ohls that 1·iew-I am not an advocate of 
unification-but, unfortunately, we do provide 
such persons with an argument when such a 
state of affairs as I have outlined operates. 
After all, the cost of our Legislative 
Assemblv, from the Premier clown to the most 
hmnhle of ns, costs approximately £45,000 a 
yPrtr. 

The interest hill is increasing at the rate 
of £45,000 a year. anc1 with the population 
w0 have in Queenslnnr1 I am iust woni!ering 
whC'rc this sort of thing will encl. I can 
nnh- assume that the Treasurer appears to 
have ~m utter ilisregard for the finances of 
the Sinte ns theY will apply to the people 
who will follow him. 

These are points that the Treasurer ~hould 
take into consilleration at least durmg a 
period of war. It is only a question ~f 
what amount of money the Loan Council JS 

willinR to provide in· order that \1-e might 
satisfy the communit:r, who in a great many 
instances would be absOTbed in other aYenues 
of employment. The policy that it is !he 
responsibility of the Government to, provl(le 
work and wages for all is wrong. \~ e should 
l1e more self-dependent. vVo should encour­
age iu rlustry and private enterprise .to pro­
Yi(1C \l·ork and ''a ues. If we contnme to 
parsne the policy ~f borrowing money to 
lHO\-irle 1vork and wages for the people lYe 
shall find that that money is limited to a 
certain amount. It will then be necessary 
to take the other course of increasing taxa­
tion. I again wonder 1Yl1ere it is all going 
to end. The people of Queenslam1 to-clay 
:uc almost nnanin10us that the State develop­
n:ent tax sltoul<1 go by the !Joard. His l~xcel­
lencv ye.;tenlav mentioned that Jmenfploy­
lllCJlt ];ad fallei1 to approximately 3 per cent. 

(Time e-,:pired.) 

Tile PR.EJUU~R (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
:\[ackay) (2.21 p.m.): Mr .. Gair, there ~re 
one or two matters that I w1sh to c1e-al w1th 
this afternoon in order to give the Com­
mittee, and tlnough the· Committee, the 
(·otmtry certain infmmation. I c1o not pro­
pose td give any categorical Teply to any 
speeches made in opposition to the Govern­
ment. Some hon. members of the Opposi­
tion think it their duty to oppose;- in other 
IYOrds, in process of time they become per­
manent negatives. That may be ver; 
Teurettable but it is a fact that is becoming 
in~'reasingl}· apparent. 

Tn the course of this debate refeTence has 
hcen made to Loan Council proceedings, to 
war-time actiYities, to co-operation, and to 
the expenlliturc of Loan Funds. I propose 
to appl:v myself to these things. 

The Loan Council operates under the 
J~inancial Agreement. It is a council com­
posed of the Governments in Australia. In 
reality it is an economic council, the duty of 
the 1il.embers of which is to estimate the 
resources of Australia, to make provision for 
the needs of Australia within the limits of 
those resources, and generally to co-operate for 
the deyelopment of Austmlia and the pro­
motion of good government, law and order 
through the countrv. 'l'he proceeilings of th~t 
council, like meetings of the GoveTnor m 
Council anrl the C:1binet, are not open to the 
Press but thev are of considerable public 
inter~st, with ti;e result that many statements 
are pnblished thnt are speculative in charac­
ter. N e·wspapers, unable to obtain informa­
tion, freqncntly indicate that suc}J an~l such 
a Gowrnmcnt ''"ill take a certain !me of 
action. Thcv feel that that will call forward 
a statement· in either rebuttal or afiirmation, 
anc1 that premntnre disclosures might b_e 
made. It is obvious that no-one with expen­
ence 1vill indicntc, before attending such a 
nleetin''" what his attitude will be, because 
you ea";; only define your attitude after you 
hnw beard all the evidence ancl had the 
oppoTtunity of analysing all the facts. 
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Having regard to those circumstances, while 
there may be differences of opinion at meet­
ings of the Loan Council, those differences 
of opinion do not in any way prevent the 
Council's functioning. 'l'aklng tl1e whole of the 
provisions of this part of the Constitution by 
and large, I believe that the Loan Council 
and the Financial Agreement have been a 
distinct success. I believe that financial 
conditions in Austmlia are better to-day than 
they would have been had such an ngreement 
not been made. :Misbl,es in policy occur 
from time to time; there is human error in 
all things, but my experience has been that 
members of that council apply themselves to 
inimediate problems, always having· as their 
objective what is in the best interests of 
Australia. 

Since the outbreak of war, all State 
Governments have agreecl that the Common­
mcalth should have the first call on funds 
to carry on defence activities and finance 
Australia's share in the war. Furthermore, 
the public >Torks policy ·within a State has 
been devised so that those >Torks shall be of 
defence value. In order to secme that a 
Co-orc1inator-General of Public Works, >~ho 
has access to the various Commonwealth 
depaTtments, has been appointed to control 
defence and war-time activities. He deter­
mines what proposals and what projects pro. 
mote the defence effort and should be given 
priority. All States have spent a consider­
able proportion of their loan funds in direc­
tions definitely approved and considered 
necessary by not only the Commonwealth 
Government, but also by the supreme autho­
rit,v contTolling defence in Australia. Roads 
and bridg0s have been built; aerodromes have 
been constructed; emergency landing grounds 
hnTe been provided; work has been done in 
military camps; fortifications and all works 
of that nature have been much more wide­
spread than the public are aware. 

It is not my purpose to disclose in this 
Parliament the full details of all the works 
that have been undertaken in Queensbn<1 
by the Commonwealth and State Govern­
ments conjointly, because all our communica­
tions with the Commonwealth arc marked 
''Secret and confidential'' by the Common­
wealth. The Commonwealth ma v and does 
disclose them from timr to time, hut if, I get 
a document fTom another :Minister of the 
Crown, from another Government, m·aTkcd 
''Secret and confidential,'' I must treat it 
as such. In any case, the Commonwealth, 
through the defence authorities, have the 
power to determine the volume of informa­
tion that may be safely given with regard to 
these things. 

My own view is that it would be much 
better for Australia and would impro>·e the 
general morale of the people if there weTe 
more C:lndour and frankness about the things 
done in this Commonwealth. 

Honourable ])!embers: Hear, hear! 

The PRE~IIER: If that were done a 
very fine picture could be shown. This country 
is making a magnificent war effort under 
tremendous difficulties, and it is sad indeed 

that the black portion of the picture is shown 
in relief and the big things that count for 
the nation are little lmo>vn by the people. 
However, that is not my immediate rcsponsi­
Lility. I say on behalf of the people of this 
country and those who are charged with carry­
ing out the executive functions that wonder­
ful work has been done and is being done by 
all sections of the community who are fired 
,,-ith zeal to serve. With the zeal and the 
wi 11 to serve many men are engaged in in dus­
tries that they are learning as they go along. 
'Nork is being performed in Australia that 
18 months or two years ago was regarded as 
impossible by experts. 

I asked the Prime Minister to look into 
the question of munition-manufacture in 
( lucenslrmd. A delegation of authorities was 
sent to Queensland. That delegation investi­
gated the industrial plant operating in various 
pnrts of the State, and they Teported that 
there was no engineering shop capable of 
making munitions, that there were not in 
existence machine tools capable of working to 
the degree of accuracy that was urgently 
cosential. I told those people at once that I 
did not believe them. However, that report 
went in, but the Queensland Government con­
tinned to press the defence claims of this 
State until ultimately a vmy considerable 
fllllOlmt of work is being done in Queensland. 
'l'he machine power of Queensland has been 
extensively mobilised and placed on a war­
time footing. \Vork is being done here and 
machine tools arc being made here that were 
once regarded as incapable of production in 
this country. 

Mr. ])fuller: It has taken time to do that. 

The PRE])IIER: H has taken time to do 
that; everything takes time. When the time 
factor is important, having regard to your 
objective, no time can be spared or lost. Little 
or no value results from the holding of post­
mortems. 

Machinery intended for Australia from 
overseas countries was despatched to the 
Commonwealth, but not landed here. In 
rcc~nt months this machinerv has been manu­
factmed in Australia and Australian workmen 
arc turning out work of an excellent nature, 
comparable with that of any other country 
in the >vorld. These things shoulcl be known 
and appreciated. r~et us condemn, if we will, 
vnong-dolng of all kinds. 

Let us at the same time see that right 
action by the great bulk of the people of this 
country is not overwhelmed by wrong-doing. 
1'he great bulk of the people of this country 
arc >dlling loyally to serve the Commonwealth, 
anc1 >~·here theY are able they arc indeed 
sNving the Oonimonwealth now." 

We were told that the Toowoomba foundry 
,-,:s no good for the manufacture of muni­
tions. The Ipswich railway workshops were 
llismissed with a shrug of the shoulders and 
\Valkers Limited, l\faryborough, was regarded 
as a conglomeration of ill-assorte-d machinery. 
And so the report went on. Since then, 
because of pressure by the Queensland Govern­
n1ent and pressure of public opinion, and the 
fact that there are enterprising business firms 
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in (~ueensland who refused to be discomaged 
<tlld who "·ent out after the work, a great 
deal is being done in Queensland and that 
11·ork is being stepped up regularly. Ships 
h:tYe been built here, machinery of all kinds 
has been erected and a very large number of 
people are employed directly in this State on 
war acti,·ities for the Defence Department. 
They are doing good work. Further investi· 
gations by technicians, and especially by Sir 
Roger Alexander, haYe prompted them to 
SJW:tk in the highest possible terms of what 
is being clone in Queensland. lVIr. Essington 
Lewis, on his last visit to Queensland, spoke 
in the highest possible terms, not only of 
>vhat Queensland is doing, but of what Queens­
land industry was capable of carrying out. 
Sir Roger Alexander said that the plant 
at Ipswich was capable of being used to build 
marine engines and of carrying out any type 
?f engineering work as efficiently as any plant 
m Australia and better than most. 

We had to overcome that attitude, that 
Qucenslancl was not an industrial country and 
could not undertake industrial processes. 
That idea was firmly embedded in the minds 
of certain people and had become so by the 
adverse propaganda, ill-considered, and ill­
thoughtout, by people in the past. 

In all practical directions we have co­
operated with the Commonwealth, but when we 
sppak of co-operation we must clearly define 
the term. My conception of co-opemtion with 
~nyone does not mean standing at a listening 
post taking orders from someone else. Mv 
idea of co-opemtion is that we sit down and 
~on_sider our pr?J:>lems as equals and having 
a_n~v:ed ~t a ~e~rs10n we have an equal respon· 
srbrlrty m grvmg effect to it. That is co­
operation! and that is the only form of 
co-operation that can bring about satisfactory 
results. Because the Oomni.onwealth Treasurer 
nrguecl that Queensland should evacuate the 
field of taxation and accept a grant in lieu 
thereof, being 37 per cent. less than the 
re.-enue of the State for the past year, to 
accept that blindly would not be adequate 
co-operation within the federation. 

Ther~ is no constitutional difficulty in 
Aush·aha. The whole notion of the legal 
powers of the Commonwealth and State 
Parliaments means that the two together are 
cnpable of dealing with any situation that 
may arise that requires legislative or admin­
istrntiw or executive authoritv. It is only 
\\chere people seek to extend their sphere o'f 
influence and covet power for the sake of 
serving interests apart altogether from public 
interests that difficulties arise. What right 
have we as a Government to surrender anv 
powers of the Constitution~ We are no"t 
given such powers to hold lightly. J\!Iy oath 
of office, together with those of my colleagues, 
demands that I shall protect the Constitution. 
I am not allowed under my oath of office to 
fritter it mvay at the invitation of a member 
of any other Government. That proposal 
was not eYcn put forward with the full 
authority of the Commonwealth Government. 
It was a proposal of the Treasurer. 

lUr. Nimmo: It was to be only temporary. 

'l'he PRE:;liiER: That is so, t'ut we know 
all about that. (Govemment laughter.) No 
Parliament can give up the right to tax and 
remain a Parliament. ~Why, even a hospital 
board has the right to levy, while local 
authorities established under the law of the 
State haYe power to tax, yet here was a 
proposal-approved by the Opposition simply 
because it desired to take a view contrary to 
that of this Goyernment-that would have 
placed this Parliament on a lower status 
economically and financially than a local 
authority under the law of "the State. 

JUr. lUuller: We never suggested it. 

The PREWHEU: That is the position. It 
indicates very clearly that the attitude of 
the Opposition is not helpful. 'rhey may 
speak, but they are like a duststorm during 
a drought-tlwy merely create a little 
difficulty here nncl there. 'rhe position boiled 
down is: if this Government put forward an 
affirmatiw, they immediRtely take the nega­
tive. Their speeches this morning followed 
the old beaten track-the same line of 
activity and the same form of criticism. I 
am not at all 'vorried about that, but I do 
say that this State and its people, as well 
as its Government, arc doing their parts in 
the war-time acti.-ity. 

The hou. member for Oxley talked about 
the possibility of dismembering the Story 
Bridge in order to use the metal for 
munitions. Does he not realise that the 
building of that bridge enabled plant and 
machinerv to be established in Queensland 
that is n~w being used in the manufacture of 
munitions and has enabled us to train a 
number of skilled technicians who are now 
engaged on munition work~ That is some­
thing on the credit side that is never men­
tioned. But I want to point out to hon. 
members with all the solemnity at my dis­
posal that if the time ever comes that that 
bridge need be used for munitions then it 
must be used. 

Government }!embers: Hear, hear! 

The PRE::IIIER: If that time ever comes 
it will not be a question of putting a ceiling 
on incomes-the hon. member for Oxley will 
be glac1 to get food, clothing, and shelter­
hut if we win the victory in the fight to hold 
this eountry, then that will be worth while. 

Honourable }Iembe,rs: Hear, hear! 

The PRElUIER: That is the position as 
I see it. 'l'his country is challenged. The 
people of Australia have all their freedom in 
this country and everything that they enjoy 
and hold most dear. Are we going to 
jeopardise the futme, because some people 
want more than 5 per cent from their invest­
ments~ Some people talk glibly about human 
life, but the same people place profit on a 
higher level than human life. I say that 
dming a period of national emergency all 
property rights must be subordinated to the 
interests of the people. 

Government }!embers: Hear, hear! 

The PR"EThiiER: That is quite defmite 
and clear, and there is no ambiguity about it. 
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The only real trouble in Australia to-day 
is the lack of central drive in the Federal 
Government-everyone knows that-whatever 
mav be the cause. The lack of central drive in 
go-::ernment, the irresolution, the bold state­
ments that fritter awav and fade in the course 
of a day or two-thes~ are the real difficulties 
nnd th<J cause of most of the trouble and most 
of the unrest in Australia to-day. 

Jir. Nimmo: Why cannot they all get 
together and get the best brains? 

'J'he PRE~HER: Well, I do not know 
what the hon. member for Oxley means. \Vho 
does he mean when he asks, '' '\Vhy cannot 
they get together~ ' ' Does he mean the 
people who are biting the heels of the Prime 
Minister in the United Australia Party, or 
what does he mean? Are not thev his chief 
trouble-the men pledged to Sl;pport the 
GoYernment biting his heels at the present 
time in any move he has made' Put your 
own house in order before you talk about 
other people. 

Tile CHAIRlUAN: Order! The Premier 
has exhausted the time allowecl him under 
the Standing Orders. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. E. J. Walsh, Mirani): I move-

'' That the Premier he granted an exten­
sion of time. '' 

The CHAIRIUAN: There is no provision 
in the Standing Orders for an extension of 
time in Committee, but there are instances 
during debates in Committee in whirh an 
extension of time has been granted. I propose 
to submit the question to the Committee. 

''Is it the pleasure of the Committee 
that an extension of time he granted to the 
hon. the Premier?'' 

Honourable }Iembe·rs: Hear, hear! 

Tl1e PREMIER: I thank hon. members; 
I shall not take long. 

I will deal squarely with the question of 
unity in national objectives. There is unity 
of national objectiYcs. No war measure of 
any weight brought down by the Government 
has been opposed by the party to which I 
belong. The 1var policy decided upon at the 
Labour Conference in Melbourne in June, 
1940, is acceptable to the Prime Minister in 
complete detail. He said so; he has said so 
publicly. There are no diffeTences of opinion 
regarding national unity in relation to the 
winning of the iYaT. EYery party is pledged 
to indissoluble unitv with the cause of Great 
Britain and her allies. We are an integral 
part of the British Commonwealth of Nations. 
~Iembers of Pa.Tliament in this country, as 
well as in others, haYe a right to criticise the 
efforts of any Government, and it would be 
a disaster if that right werp eyer taken away. 

Objective criticism is no disturbance of 
unity. The disturbers of unity are those who 
haggle in the market place for excess profits 
and those who are prepared to plot for per­
sonal power and personal aggrandisement. 
'Jhat is the actual position-haggling in the 

market place on the basis of, "What is there 
in this for me?' '-others again plotting, 
because they have not obtained the prefer­
ment that others have g·ained-but so far as 
the great big issues are concerned, those that 
vitally affect this country, there is complete 
unity, and resolution is required to giYe effect 
to that unity and cany out the policy· 100 
per cent., as the saying is. That is what 
is needed to-day. No one man can accom­
plish everything·, but there are basic prin­
ciples on 1vhich all good Australians are 
completely united, and on those basic pril;.­
ciples WP are fighting and arc engaged in tlns 
the most tragic drama in our history. It is 
lamentalJle in tho extreme that exe.-,utive 
authority that should be exercised in this 
eountry is attenuated and sometimes frittered 
awa)· because of endless disputation about 
matters that are of no consequence. 

Is that not the truth? EYery person knows 
it to be true. But we, incli;-idnallv, can 
resolve, both by precept ancl example, that 
we shall do our dntv so far as we know and 
understand it in gi~;in.~· effect to a policy in 
the best interests of the people of this 
country. \Ve should be prepared to give eyery 
service and to make every sacrifice that is 
neeesc.m·~· to give effect to the great Aus­
h·aliau objective that I haYe enunciated. It 
is all set out in the Labour platform; it is 
there for anyone to read. 

I repeat that there is not, and need not, 
be an;- break in the nnity of the people of 
Australia in regard to our war-time objec­
tiYe, and if time is wasted by malversation 
of figures and in idle argun1ent calculated to 
cause misunderstanding~ among the people, 
then it is not com1ucive to a 100-per-cent. 
\Yar effort. 

This GoYernment haYC a complete mandate 
from the people of this country. 'vV e will 
Iovallv cany out that mandate to the best 
of ou·;. ability: honestly and resolutely. The 
people have approved of this Government's 
policy in no mistakable fashion, and that 
polity 1vill be proceeded with, ancl, I am 
satisfied, will contribute very largely to 
building up and strengthening this country 
where building or strengthening is required. 

Government It! embers: Hear, hear! 

Itir. DECKER (Sandgate) (2.59 p.m.): 
As a new member of Parliament I take this 
first opportunity of congratulating you, Mr. 
Gair, on vour elevation to the position of 
rhairman of Com'mittees, and hope that when 
occupying the chair you will follow those 
who ha;-e gone before you in extending to us 
the justice we really expect. 

Tu asking for approval for money to earry 
on the ~~ork of Shte for a further period, 
the Government should take particular notice 
of the criticism and the suggestions mac1e hy 
the leader of our party this morning. 

Contrary to the way in which it has been 
received, I knoiv.that it has been offered with 
the right intention. From my observation of 
the debate to-day, I have gained the impres­
sion that the remarks of the Premier and all 
other 1JOn. mcmuers on the Government si<lr, 
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while being directed towards bringing before 
our notice the wonderful effort that has been 
made in the interests of a successful prose­
cution of the war, at the same time remind 
us how wonderfully well cared for the people 
of this State have been by a Labour Govem­
ment. It would appear that Labour has a 
monopoly of looking after the people of this 
State. At least, it claims to have it. There 
arc hon. members on this side of the Chamber 
who are just as earnest as any hon. membel's 
occupying the Government benches in their 
desire to do their share for the country's 
good, to have good government and to do 
everything· that will tend to a complete and 
successful tel'mination of the >Yar. 

The PTemier macle an cxh'emely loyal 
speech to-day, but he must not forget that hon. 
members on this side of tl!e Chamber are not 
here just to be an annoyance to the Gowrn­
ment. 

The Premier: You are not by any means. 

lUr. HECKER: I and my colleagues shall 
Le only too pleased and ready to be of some 
aid, if we are only given the opportunity to 
do so, but I am afraid that lYe are not given 
that opportunity, nor are we asked for help 
that perhaps could be given by hon. members 
of the Opposition. And in face of this the 
Government talk about unity! No unity can 
be achieved unless we all have the one ideal 
for which to fight. 

It is all very \Yell to come here and make 
loyal speeches-we can all do that because we 
aTe loyal citizens-but the depth of our 
loyalty can be proved only by actions. When 
we look round we can ask ourselves, as each 
hon. member takes his place on this floor, 
'' \Vhat has that man done for his countryf 
What is he doing~ Is he giving of his maxi­
mum effort?' '-and we can formulate our 
opinions on that basis. All the debate in the 
world will not make the slightest impression 
if it is not backed up by some direct effort 
by those who talk. 

As a new member of this Assembly, I 
~ontend that some of the suggestions that 
ha1·e been made by hon. members on this side 
of the Chamber are of such vital importance 
to this State and our war effort that they 
can bear some further reference. 'fhe hon. 
member for Oxley touched on n very import­
Wit point-man power. I suggest that if we 
0ncleaYour to carry on the government of 
Queensland on the basis of peace-time condi­
tions and at the same time profess to be 
making a total war effort, we shall have a 
set of conditions under which, in our endea­
vour to cany out the domestic works of the 
State, \\'C shall be depriving our 1var pro­
gramme of the man power that is essential 'tO 
its success. 'The argume11t might be caTI'ied 
e1·en further. \Ve can say that it is the cluty 
of this Government, recognising the serious­
ness of the man-power position, to take some 
steps to ensure that country local authorities 
time their programmes so as not to clash 
with the seasonal requirements of the man on 
the land. 

If '"·e are to allow local authorities to spend 
loan money and absorb labour from the farms 

>Yhen it is required for the seasonal needs of 
the people, lYe :uo robbing the country people 
of the man power tha't is necessary to enable 
them to canY on. If \Ye as Government do 
the same thiiJg we are robbing the national 
mu effort. We should be willing to do things 
at lhis time that we would not in ordinary 
times think of doing. 

I should like to refer to some romal'ks made 
b)- tlw hou. member who moved the adoption 
of the Address iu Reply. He spoke of his 
party ns representing the commoner and saicl 
that the commoner was winning this war. 
Such a statement requires some enlargement. 
I should like to hear his definition of what he 
really meant by the use of the word 
'' commoncl' '' because I feel that class distinc­
tion is not a matter that should be debated 
in this Committee at present. This is an all­
in 1\'ar cff01t where class distinction does not 
rxist. It would be a very bad policy for an 
hnn. member to bring up such a question in 
1his Committee, if the remarks made \Yere 
intended that >my. If his rc;mark was only 
hroug·ht in accidentally and he was referring 
to 1he worker-an expression we so often hcnr 
from those sitting opposite-there might he 
'Jme excuse for it. 

The Attorney-General: You are taking 
gTent care to advertise it. 

Mr. J)ECKEU: We are all workers in 
this State; even hon. members on this side of 
the Committee are workers. \Ve arc all work­
ing for the same objective and no man is 
woTtlJ_v of Tepresentation in this Assembly if 
he put~ party politics before a full war effort. 
All through the debate we have had a trickle 
of paTty politics; some to impress upon the 
people of the State that they should elect 
certnin members of a party in preference to 
others. Party politics might be all right 
on the stump outside when trying to win a 
seat, hut in this Chamber we have something 
mo1·c serious to consider. We should be con­
r·Pntrating on unity, as the Premier remarked. 
He cnde:woured to give us an example of the 
1mitv he would like to see in this Committee. 
T wish to say that we are willing to throw 
in our weight, as the Leader of the Oppo­
sition explained, behind the Government in 
their effort to improve this State's war-time 
0ffoTt. I do not think Wf' are getting that 
to-day. 

I 1\·as disappointed indeed to hear the Trea­
smer indulging in such levity in the Chamber 
as he did to-day; he went to such extremes 
as 1 o say what this party should be called. 

I am sure that his statement will be omitted 
from his pToof when he gets it to-monow. I 
do not think he would allow such a remark to 
appear in '' Hansard.'' For the hon. gentle­
m nu to make use of such remarks in this 
Committee makes hon. members lose the 
ennficlenre they perhaps hold in the 
Government. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: You 
IYill Jlye and lean1 on your own side. 

Mr. J)ECKER: I should be inclined in 
normal times to have something to say to that, 
hut haYe no wish to do so under the existing 
conditions. We have to get down to some­
thing concrete, something uplifting, and help 
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one another to make the Government recog­
nised by the people as one whose members 
have endeavoured to do their best in the 
succ<:'ssful prosecution of the war. 

Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

lUr. ll!ACDONALD (Stanley) (3.10 p.m.): 
Pirst of all, I should like to congratulate 
:''OCI, Mr. Gair, upon your appointment as 
Chairman of Committees. From my experi­
ence of you, I believe you have the right 
temperament to see that a fair and square 
deal is given to us alL 

Tu listening to the debate two things stand 
out-one, the experience of the Jewish nation­
ality and the other the Treasurer's contribn­
tiOJ~ to the debate. Shorn of all its himmings, 
little remains. There is very little grain left 
after the chaff has blown away. It appeared 
to me that his explanation of what took place 
at the last Loan Council meeting must remind 
him VBlT strongly of prehistoric tendencies, 
of the law of the jungle, of the law of the 
tooth and claw. Mr. McKell, the Premier 
of Kcw South Wales, said himself that he had 
been fighting like a tiger and his remarks 
<Ye re commented upon in the Sydney '' Bulle­
tin'' of the 20th of this month. Those 
comments apply also to the Premier and his 
satellites who were beaten only on the casting 
Yote of the Federal Treasurer. This is what 
the Sydney ''Bulletin '' suggested Mr. Me Kell 
slwuld h:nc said-

'' While I was still struggling for \l-ords 
to express my indignation a flood of new 
thoughts burst into my mind. Suddenly 
there unfolded before me a mental picture 
of this great Australia of ours-its coasts, 
its mountains, its plains, and the long rivers 
of the inland; the forests of the east and of 
the far south-west; the sheep country and 
the wheat farms, the cattle stations of the 
north, the sugar country, the mines. I saw, 
like a moving picture, the cities and the 
towns, the villages and the camps and the 
roads between; the great industries and the 
small; the warm Australian suns and the 
people they have made and the graves of 
the pioneers. 

''And I saw, too, the graves on Gallipoli 
and Palestine and Prance, and the newer 
graves in Libya, Syria, Greece, and Crete, 
where lie men of our race who went forth 
as Yolunteers, with that deYil-may-care 
Anstralian walk of theirs and the free 
Australian look of them, to face what I and 
most of you hon. members have never faced 
and may never have to face so long as that 
spirit lives in our land. I saw, too, the 
enemy in all his might; under his feet the 
hcaten nations, and in his path, shaken but 
resolute, battered but undaunted, the islands 
in the north whence we sprang. I saw the 
grey ships of war and the rusty, old 
merehantmen beating gamely into the 
Atlantic, never knowing but what the next 
waYe nNJY be their last wave, and in the 
skies that hold the emblem on OUT 

Australian flag young lads of OUT Tace 
going forth on wings of war. All this I 
saw, and more-much mOTe-in that flash 
of time that was like an age. 

''I want now to tell hon. members that 
before that vision, before the thing which 
all that vision inteTpTeted, the so-called 
rights of this State faded into insignifi­
cance.'' 

Mr. YEATES (East Toowoomba) (3,14 
p.nL): First of all, I should like to congratu­
late you, Mr. Gair, upon your appointment 
to the position of Chairman of Committees. 
T feel that you will deal out justice to all 
sirles and that even I shall get on well with 
you. (Laughter.) 

This is a seTious Yote, as it provides for 
the expe1Hliture of a lnTgc amount of money, 
something over £7,000,000. Therefore, we 
shoulrl take some interest in it and should 
kno>v hem· it is proposed to be spent. I 
should like to sound a note of wa,-ning to the 
Go.-ernment, and in Yiew of the war situa­
tion ::1<1Yoeate mOTe careful administration 
and a certain amount of economy. So far, 
T have not noticC'd any economy to speak 
of, with the exception of cutting down of 
the paprr supplies and things like that. I 
could make a lot of suggestions in that 
Tespect _ Economy should be effected in 
expenditure on public buildings-for instance, 
the eTeetion of the new State Ar1vances Cor­
poration block at a cost of something over 
£100,000. That is not a wise pToposal when 
viewed from the ang·lc of the strenuous times 
through which >Ye aTe passing. , I TCalise that 
a certain amount of public money should 
always be spent on public buildings, parti­
cularly when the State is emerging from a 
depression. Sucl1 :t period might wry >Yell 
occur at the conclusion of the war. Who 
knows? Is it not far better to save our 
money in the m'eantime while unemployment 
is down to the recon1 low level of 3 per cent. 
-there is hardly any unemployment in this 
country to-day-because of the war and 
labom·- engaged in the pror1uction of muni­
tions and the like~ 

~Ir. Riordan: Do you think the Govern­
ment should stop building the TooV\'oomba 
court house? 

~Ir. YEATES: I am not taking much 
notice of interjections. (Laughter.) If the 
expenditure on the Toowoomba court house 
is, say, £25,000, that will cost the t~xpayers 
£2;) a week in the way of rent and mterest. 
That could have stood o.-er for 10 years. 
What would be wrono- with that~ I should 
not say "no" to the,..,Government's building 
a school in any place where school accom­
modation was required. It is perfectly advis­
able to proceed with the building of schools, 
but >York done in conjunction with the couTt 
house could haYe been clone in any old shed. 
I neYer came here to ask the Government to 
spend that money, The average taxpayer 
does not look for that kind of thing. As a 
Tnle, the Government are out for votes in 
connection with the inauguration of such 
work. That has been going on for years and 
yeaTs. 'rhat practice is not confined to this 
Government; it was followed by past Govern­
ments as well. I have told this Committee 
before that I am not enamoured of party 
politics. 
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I agree with certain remarks made by the 
Premier to-day. He is able to rise to a very 
high pitch at times; I have noticed it before. 
His was a first-rate speech, unequivocally 
loyal. I never think anything else about the 
p1·esent Government, not so far as the Minis­
try go. I want to know more about the 
Gowrnm·ent 's co-operation in the ·war effort. 
I should like the Preniier to tell me who it 
was that was sent to Walkers LimitedJ the 
Ipswich workshops, and the •roowoomba 
foundry, and reported that they were unable 
to do this work or that work. Who was 
it that inspected those workshops and made 
such an adverse report~ 

The Govm·nment have a definite job to do, 
and they have done nothing more than carry 
out their duty in co-operating with the 
Federal Government to the extent they have 
done. The Government can go .still further 
in co-op em ting with the Federal Govern­
ment, and in that I will help them in every 
way in my power. Whenever any Bill is 
befOTe the House for the pmpose of prosecu­
ting the war, I, like the Leader of the Oppo­
sition, shall be right behind the Government 
and assist to facilitate its passage. If we are 
going to continue State Governments-and 
that is a controversial mat;er that I will not 
enter into now-thPn let uE be as one in this 
Chamber in regard to any measure that will 
further the war effort. Apart from that, 
when dealing with domestic matters we have 
a perfect right to offer constructive criticism, 
and nothing but constructive criticism comes 
from this side, notwithstanding what the 
PremieT has said on occasions. A short while 
ago the PTcmieT said that speeche-s from this 
side were trying to defame the Government, 
or woTds to that effect. I refer the hon. 
gentleman to '' HansaTd'' from 1929 to 1932, 
which contains a record of what was said by 
the Opposition that was led by him. 

A laTge amount of this money is going to 
the public seTviee, and I wish to draw atten­
tion to something that appeared in the jour­
nal "State Service." It is headed "National 
and International Polities,'' and Teads-

'' Item 11.-Mr. Bacon moved, seconded 
by l\11'. Brennan-

' Congress declares that the war 
now Taging is a struggle between Tival 
impcTialist Pm·veTs for the redivision of 
the woTld 's teTritOTies, markets, and 
sonrccs of Taw materials. 

'Should the war spread to the Pacific, 
as appears inevita.ble, Australian fina-nce­
capital will participate in it for its own 
advantage and without heed for the well­
being of the people of Australia. 

'Congres-s therefore declaTes that the 
working-class can give no support to this 
war which menaces its very existence. 
On the contrary, the organised workers 
must realise their historic responsibility 
to end the war and abolish its cause by 
working in all countries for the oveT­
throw of Capitalism and the institution 
of Socialism. ' '' 
'MPssrs. McCawley and Davis supported 

the motion. 

'Messrs. Redwood <tnd 0 'Do no hue 
opposed the motion, and Mr. Barry moved 
the following amendment, which was 
seconded by Mr. McCormack :-

'Congress declares, and all organised 
workers must realioo, their responsibility 
to end successfully this war by working 
in all countries for the overthrow of 
Capitalism and the institution of Social­
ism and tlms abolish all fUTther causes 
of wars.' 

'Mr. Kenyon suppoTted the amendment. 

'After considerable discussion, in which 
the general secTetaTy took part, Mr. 
JIIIcGuire moved-

' That the question be now put.' 

'Seconded by Mr. Young. GaTried.' '' 

I could go on Teacling veTy much more of this 
article and I shall probably do so in the course 
of the debate on the AddTess in Reply. 

The Secre·tary for Public J,ands: Who 
was the mover of the motion? 

lUr. YEATES: We shall see all about 
that. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: Did 
he not oppose a Labour candidate in the last 
election~ 

lUr. YEATES: Why was the Premier so 
silent when all these things were going on in 
this section-a small section-of the public 
service of Queensland. I have a veTy high 
Tegard for the public servants of Queensland 
generally. This small section were wanting 
oveTtime for the time occupied in doing air­
raid-precaution exercises and work in the 
Government's time. When I say, ''the 
Government's time' ' I mean the taxpayers' 
time. After all, vvhen one analyses the 
position one finds that it is the primaTy 
producers who are paying the salaries of the 
public servants of Queensland, more or less. 
Without primary production essential services 
could not go on. There would be no suburban 
trains carrying workers to and from the city 
each day. Some of the public servants who 
pushed this motion forward and also spoke 
of overtime when doing exercises and train­
ing for air-raid-precaution work really should 
be ashamed of themselves. I have wondered 
why the better class of public servant-and 
indeed, the great majority are in that 
category-took no action. No doubt, they 
went home and stayed there in comfort. They 
do not bother about the service institutions 
OT unions, but merely pay the fee because it 
is compulsory to do so, as are most of these 
things. Many in the Govemment believe in 
compulsory unionism, but if it comes to giving 
compulsory service in some other diTection 
what a howl there . is from the soapboxes! 
That is just by way of parenthesis (Govern­
ment laughteT). It is high time, in fact, the 
time is overdue, when the Premier should 
give some sound advice to these men and let 
them know just where they stand anc1 where 
he stands in the community. It is useless for 
him to come here and say ''We are loyal and 
we are going to do everything.'' I know that 
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the hon. gentlenwn is honest in all that, but 
he is not satisfactory when it comes to 
partyism. Previously I have said that he 
knows his job thoroughly, he is a marvellous 
speaker, and can ''put over'' a first-rate 
speech. Many of tho jobs he does I believe 
in, but I do not go all the way with him. 
The person in charge of the Govermnent 
should have shmm his authority and let the 
small disgruntled section, probably not more 
tlum 10 per cent, or even less, ],now ·wherB 
thev stoor1. The men in that section >vere 
nm'ning the show absolutely. They published 
views that really defamed what I term a first­
rate service generally. 

The ra1smg of the railway fares anu 
freights was wrong. I do not say this merely 
for the sake of opposing the Government­
nothing I have said to-day is for that 
purpose-but to endeavour to help them to 
do what is proper. 

I have said before, and I repeat now, that 
if the Premier >vould like any of us to go and 
see him about any subject at any time and 
talk it over with him on equal terms in a 
co-operative spirit-ns he has suggested 
to-c1ay-I am quite "-illing to do so. So far 
I have not been invited to do that. This is 
a time when the Go.-ernment should be think­
ing seriously of reducing railway freights 
and fares, giving faster services, and making 
the rail>'~ ays popular. At the time when 
petrol rationing >ms introduced I warned the 
Government that that was as nothing com­
pared with ·what was coming. I suggested 
then that it was time for the Government 
to be on the alert, to liven up the railway 
service and to cater for the people in order 
that the railways might retain the business 
that would be coming to them. To-day extra 
business is being compulsorily diverted to the 
railways, not by any good management by 
the department, but by the unfortunate 
occurrence of the pr0~ent tragic war. I want 
the Railway Department to look after its 
customers, to give every passenger-even the 
man with the second-class ticket and the 
swag-every attention in order that people 
>Yill he encouraged to use the railway services 
when motor cars are once again running 
about all over the place, and I hope that that 
will not be any more than two or three years 
from now. The travelling public should be 
catered for in a better way than at present. 

'l'rain ,services, generally, are no faster 
now than they ·were years ago. We still have 
22 Up on Sunday morning lenving here at 
8 o'clock and arriving at Toowoomba at 1 
o'clock. They have the effrontery to call it 
the Toowoomba passenger train despite the 
fact that it stops 21 times between Brisbane 
nnd Ipswich, ~nd this on a section of the 
line that is catered for by 11 other trains 
on the same morning. I urge upon the 
Government the advisability of seriously 
investigating the matter wi'th a view to 
economising without sacrificing efficiency. I 
know that it will be a difficult task. We all 
recognise that there are such considerations 
as votes and unions. \Ve know that the 
unions might kick over the traces and ask 
what the Government were doing. Knowing 

all this, it is amusing to hear the Premier 
denouncing the central Government. It is 
not the fault of the central Government that 
certain things are clone. The Premier said 
to-day that his Government had the com· 
pletc confidence of the people. He forgot to 
remind the people that there were other 
things that helped to keep up that majority. 
I rcfenec1 to them in the session of 19:38, anrl 
I nsk you, :\fr. Gair, to look up '' Hnn~anl '' 
and sec what happened tlwn. 

The Premier: You should remember 
what happened then. 

IUr. YEATES: I have accounted tn a 
large extent for the big majority on the 
Government benches. 

JUr. Riordan: Was that when you got 
put out? (Laughter.) 

Mr. YEATES: When in the South 
recently the Premier spoke about the great 
confidence that the people of Queensland had 
in the Government; he also used language 
referring to the great majority his party 
had and said thnt' the people must be pleaser1 
\Yith the management of the State. Not a 
word is said by the Attorney-General or any­
body else in command here arguing that the 
matter of State electJral boundaries should 
be handed ow1· to a Supreme Court judge. 
I close my remarks on that note. 

JI'Ir. ED.WARDS (Nanango) (3.37 p.m.): 
I rise first to add a few words of congratula­
tion to you, Mr. Gair, on being unanimously 
elected to the high office you now occupy. 
In lloing so I should like to say, as other 
hon. members haYe done, that I have always 
thought that your present position calls f~r 
great patience, even more patience than lS 

reqnirec1 by the Speaker, because as Chair­
man of Committees you have to occupy the 
chair for hours at a stretch. I wish you 
"·ell and hopP that you will be the success 
ever;·bod.'• expects you to be during this 
troublesome period. 

I have listeneu with great interest to the 
speeches made in reference to the subject 
before the Committee to-day. I >Yas sorry 
that once again there >Yas brought into the 
debate, particularly by the mo.-er and 
seconder of the motion for the adoption of 
the Address in Heply, that old flogged-out 
idea of dividing the people instead of look­
ing at the position as big Australians. I say 
that this is the time to drop that feeling of 
di.-iding the people; lot us look at the posi­
tion we are in. vVe in Australia enjoy a 
wonderful heritage. I do not think there 
is any other country in the woTld that enjoys 
the heritage we in Australia do. vVe are 
responsible for the development of this coun­
trY, anu so far as we can should assist 
towards the happiness of its people. I 
feel sure that the men who are gathered 
together in military service-whether they 
volunteered for service abroad or at home­
do not refer to their political opinions or 
ideas. '!'hey have volunteerou with one out­
standing idea. in their minds, that this is 
their homeland and it is part of the Empire. 
They are standing shoulder to shoulder as 
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Australians, not as representatives from the 
Labom Party or any other party. They are 
going out to fight the battle for freedom in 
the interests of this country that we love so 
'vell. 

Never before have the Government n1et the 
House on such a serious ocr:asion. 'rhey are 
faced with tremendous responsibilities, and 
no hon. member of the Opposition, nor indeed 
anyone else, should hinder them in carr?·ing 
out their duties. Day by day the war Sltua­
tion is becoming steadily more serious, not 
onlv in the Homeland, but also in our own 
col{.ntry. In many parts of Queensland, and 
indeed other parts of A ustraiia, the position 
has become almost unbearable. 'What I mean 
is that all the male members of families, 
including the father, have gone to the war, 
or are engaged on military duties, and thus 
are not able to give any time to the work 
on the land. They have not hesitated, but 
have gone out to do their bit regardless of 
what disaster may occur in their absence. 
Therefore, I contend that it is the duty of 
the Government to help the people who 
remain to carry their burdens during the war. 
I am sme that the Government realise the 
seriousness of the position, but I am trying 
to impress upon them that they should not 
linger and that they should immediately 
obtain all the information necessary to con­
vince them of the seriousness of the position. 
I am prompted to say that because during 
recent "'eeks I have heard men on the land 
say that they do not know whether they 
should go ahead and prepare their land and 
sow the crops when there is no gmtrantee 
that thev will be able to obtain the neces­
sary lab.our to reap the harvest. It is the 
function of the State Government to help 
them. 

The Seeretary for Public Lands: The 
matter is being im·estignted by the Federal 
G oYenunen t. 

Jir. EDWA~RDS: I know that, but the 
State Government have the necessary admin­
istrative machinery and aTe much better 
equipped to give this help than the Federal 
Government are. AfteT all, the Com'mon­
wealth Government must be held responsible 
for maintaining our first line of defence, but 
it is the duty of the State Government to 
maintain the second line, and that is to see 
that the country is maintained in a sound 
condition so that production may be carTied 
on with the least possible amount of inter­
ference. 

That reminds mo of a statement often 
made by the PronYior that we should take 
care to win the peace. I do not know exactly 
what the phrac,e really means, but I suppose 
it is that we should keep this countTy in a 
sound state. Howm·er, we can do that only 
by seeing to it that labour is made aYailable 
to carry on the means of production, so that 
when the men return from overseas they will 
have an opportunity of engaging in industry 
again with a fair degree of success. As I have 
already said, we have a wonderful country, 

and it can be developed to a high state of 
efficiency if we are willing to grapple with 
our problems in a practical way. 

I am endeavouring to get the GoYernment 
to focus greater attention on those sections 
of the country where the \l·ealth is produced. 
After all, the Goyernment must pay close 
attention to those industries on 'rhich the 
population depends for food and clothing. 
If they keep that principle "·ell in the fore­
front and take immediate steps to cope with 
the position, they will greatly assist in easing 
the tremendous burden now falling on the 
producers in those districts. I have seen 
regrettable instances in which only two old 
people ha,·e beru left on the land and they 
haye been encloaYouring to carry on the work 
on the farm. I ha Ye heard certain hon. mem­
bers make reference to unemployment, but 
no able-bodied mrm, not one, in tl1is State, 
need talk about unemployment, because there 
is "·ork for all. Labour cannot be obtained 
at all in nlany districts. 

'fhe Attorney-General: You know that a 
lot of young men have been called up for 
military training. 

lUr. EDWARDS: That is quite true; it 
has aggravated the position. 

The Attorney-General: They should have 
been called up in the slack season. 

lUr. EDWARHS: I quite agree with the 
hon. gentleman. I also think that wherever 
possible local authorities should carry out 
their major wmks in the slack season. That 
would help. Perhaps the Govemment could 
help along those lines, too. l\Iost of our 
important primary industries are seasonal. 
For instance, the sugar, meat, cotton, and 
peanut industries operate only at certnin 
periods of the year. The dairying industry 
is certainly having its labour difficulties, but 
the primary pToducer has no encouragement 
to plant big and heavy crops because he has 
no guarantee that he will obtain the right 
class of labour to harvest them. 

I have in a nutshell stated the difficulties 
of the country people to-day. The Govern­
ment should take steps to relieve the present 
labour position in the rural districts before it 
becomes aggravated. As I said at the open­
ing of my remarks, this is the greatest 
country in the world and it is 'vorth fighting 
for. Nothing should be left undone to pro­
tect it, and certainly no action to create dis­
content among the sections of the community 
should be tolemted. We should remember 
that we are all true Australians, inteTested in 
the successful conclusion of this war, a11d the 
continuance of the freedom we enjoy, as well 
as our liberty to develop this country as we 
have done pTeviously. I hope the Govern­
ment will take the position seriously, drop 
all carping party criticism, which divides the 
people into sections, and get on with the job 
in the quickest possible way. 

Motion (Mr. CoopeT) ag1·eed to. 

Resolution reported, received, a'nd agreed 
to. 



44 Appropriation Bill, No. 1. [ASSEMBLY.] Appropriation Bill, No. 1. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

CoJYIMI'rTEE. 

VOTE ON ACCOUNT, £7,200,000. 

(J\fr. Gair, South Brisbane, in the chair.) 

'fhe 'l'REASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer), I move-

" (a) That, towards making gooc1 the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, on account, 
for the service of the year 1941-Hl±2, a 
further sum not exceeding £4,000,000 be 
granted out of the Conso!idatcc1 l~evume 
l''und of Queensland, exclusive of the 
moneys standing to the credit of the Loan 
l''und Account. 

'' (b) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His 11ajesty, on account, 
for the service of the year 1941-1942, a 
further sum not exceeding £2,500,000 be 
granted from the 'frust and Special Funds. 

" (c) That, to\'. ards making good the 
Supply granted to His ::\Iajesty, on account, 
for the service of the year 1941-1942, a 
further sum not exceeding £700,000 be 
gTantcd from the moneys standing to the 
credit of the Loan Fund Account.'' 

::\fotion agreed to. 

Resolutions reported, received, and agreed 
to. 

APPROPHL\TION BILL, No. 1. 

FIRST READING. 

A Bill founded on the resolutions was intro­
duced and read a first time. 

SECOND H.EADIKG. 

'l'he TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer), I move-

'' That the Bill be now read a second 
ti1ne. '' 

:Itir. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (3.56 p.m.): 
Mr. Speaker, I have no desire to say very 
mnrh on this reading of the Bill, but wish 
to reply to the Treasurer on one or two 
matters he raised at the earlier stage. The 
lton. gentleman appeared to be very con­
cerned that I did not offer the Government 
the full co-opemtion of the Opposition in 
matters other than the war effort. I thought 
he knew us better than that and would know 
that we shall assist the Government as much 
as we possibly can in all business that comes 
before the House. In fact, I have often 
wondered how the Secretary for Agriculture 
and Stock >vould manage when he is putting 
tlirnnRh the House some of the Bills that 
"Oncern his department if he had not the 
assistance of the Opposition. 

The Premier: I think he holds you in a 
wry high regard and esteem. 

lUr. NICKLIN: I can assure the Trea­
surer, though I was remiss in offering our 
co-oJWration in regard to matters other than 
the war effort, that he 1vill have it. 

The '!'rea surer became very ''het-up'' this 
morning about various things that hon. mem­
bers of the Opposition are alleged to have 
said. In fact, many of the things that he 
alleges hon. members on this side saic1 I do 
not remember being said at all. Certainly I 
did not say some of the things that the hon. 
gentl0man has attributed to me. To bear out 
his arguments he quoted some alleged poem. 
I do not know whether he is endeavouring to 
have the mantle of poet laureate of this 
Assembly cast upon his shoulders. 

The 'l'reasurer: No. 

iUr. l'HCKLlN: I must admit that he was 
better at reciting poems than in quoting some 
of the statements alleged to have been made 
by hon. members sitting on this side. 

I le accused ns of being concerned only 
\Yit h the remission of company taxation. 

'I' he 'l'reasurer: That is all you men­
tioned. 

Jir. :UC!{L!N: We certainly are con­
earned about that. The development of secon­
dary industries is of vital importance to the 
State and undoubtedly company taxation is 
one of the things that are keeping secondary 
industries from Queensland, and if we are 
COIIcerned at the incidence of company taxa­
tion we have every right to be. As good 
Queenslanders we wish to see secondary indus­
tries developed and the best method of 
eneonraging that development is to make 
<;)ueensland company taxation comparable 
with that of the other States. f'ompanies do 
not only pay dividends, they pay wages and 
taxes, and for that reason, if for no other, 
should he encouraged, and I hope that the 
industrial dewlopment that is taking place in 
the State to-day, largely as a result of the 
conduct of the war, will continue. After all, 
n lthough Queensland has great possibilities as 
n primary-producing State, it cannot become 
the brightest jewel in the Commonwealth­
which we all hope that it will he--unless 
secondary industries develop side by side with 
our primary industries. The responsibility of 
seeing that secondary industries do develop in 
this State rests with the Government. I do 
not desire to labour that question any further. 
I mrrel:· \Yish to explain that misconstrnction 
by the Treasurer of my statements. 

The 'rreasurer said that since he attained 
that office he has spent most of his time in 
remitting taxation. 

The Treasurer: Hardly that. 

l\Ir. NICKLIN: That was certainly a 
staggering statement to make. It certainlv 
shl g.qer<'d us all on this side of the Chamber, 
nnd dnring the luncheon adjournment I endea­
,-nnred to nscertain what those remissions of 
tnxation \Yerr. Upon looking clown this 
Gowrnment 's rPcord since thev were elected in 
in 1932 I find that thev have increased income 
taxation, thnt they haYe reimposed the super 
lnnd tax, that State trnnsport fees have been 
incn•nsecl. thnt motor registration fers have 
been increased-nnd, in passing, I hope that 
consideration iYill bf' giv0n to the incidence of 
motor registration fees in this State-and 
that there hnYe been no remissions in railway 
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fares and freights, but three separate 
increases. 

The Treasurer: That is not taxation; 
tlwt is ]Juyment for services rendered. 

lUr. NICKLIN: It is a burden on industry. 
There have Leen no remissions in those things 
that I have mentioned. I have saved until 
the last mention of the State development tax. 
Jmmediatcly the present Govenunent attained 
ofliec the first thing they did was to doulJle 
:he State (lcvelopment tax. 'l'hey have made 
unc or two small reductions and remissions in 
this tax during their t<mn of office, and 
that is the only instance that I can find of 
;m;· remission of taxation by the present 
Go•;ernmcnt. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: There 
'vas no increase in the income tax in this 
foliate by a Labour Government since 1932. 

~Ir. NICKLIN: There has been. 

The Secretary for Public Lands: In 
income tax~ 

lUr. NICKLlN: Yes. It has been increased 
since the present Government came into 
power. 

19
fJt? Secretary for Public Lands: Since 

~Ir. NICKLIN: Yes, since 1932, and the 
only remissions that have been made tHe those 
graonted in connection with State development 
tax. I might mention here that the time is 
overdue for further remissions of the State 
development tax. Although no mention of 
that is made in the Governor's Speech, I hope 
tlwt it is the intention of the Go,·ernment 
to afford the taxpayers of this State remis­
sions of taxation, particularly of State 
development tax, in the very near future. 

iUr. NIMMO (Oxley) (3.4 p.m.): This 
morn~ng the Treasurer did get very hot when 
r::plymg to statements made by the Opposi· 
tron. As a matter of fact, we on this side of 
the; Chamber . were merely endeavouring to 
pomt out to h1m some of the difficulties under 
\vhich Queensland is labouring. Although I 
raised the point of the high taxation the 
taxatio_n. that the Premier proposed to ad~pt­
the cc1hng tax-would have a tendency to 
prevent people from putting forward their 
hest efforts. The fact remains, although he 
'nys no-one would take any notice of that-

Tlte Premier: Who said that? 

iUr. NIM~IO: The Treasurer said no-one 
would take any notice of a ceiling tax, as 
everybody would go on putting forth their 
h~st eff?rt. I had the pleasure this morning 
01 readmg a letter from a fairly large cane­
grower in North Queensland. This is in sub­
stance, what he said-the cane crop ,~as very 
good on this occasion, but he would not be 
putting. the whole of his area under crop; he 
was gomg to spell the land because taxation 
had got so high that he did not feel like 
undertaking the worry of going in for large 
developmental work on his farm. I ask hon. 
members: would there be any incentive to 
make the best possible effort if there was a 
ceiling tax, and men were able to earn only 

up to a certain amount'? Human nature is 
such that wo are all inclined to be lazy; 
none of us lo,·e "·ork, we want to be spurred 
on. People, particularly those getting up in 
years, \Yould not be inclined to make great 
efforts. They would be content to go along 
making £1,000 or £500 a year, or whatever 
ePiling was provided. That is just what 
\YOuld happen. The Treasurer made it appear 
that Q.ueenslaml taxation was all right, but 
the l'remier knows that a commission was 
appointed in Queensland to inquire into taxa­
tion matters. The Premier also knows that 
there is something \Hong. That commission 
has taken its evidence ·and done its work, 
but \Ye ha\·e not hac1 its report, nor have we 
been giwn any indication as to what the 
n·port is likely to be. 

As an illustration showing that there was 
something \\Tong with company taxation in 
(~ueensl::md I must say that Queensland is 
virtually the only cotton-growing State in 
A nstralia. All the cotton produced in this 
State is taken South for manufactm·e into 
cotton goods. Why should we not haYe cotton 
mills in Queensland~ I answ·er that question 
by saying that taxation is too high. We have 
not got a Go,·ernment able to face up to the 
job and put things right. That is the crux 
of the matter. 

The Premier delivered an excellent 
patrioti" speech this afternoon; most people 
could deliver sucl1 a patriotic speech and 
make a \YOIHleTful sho,ving of it. With ·what 
the Premier said I agree. I thought his 
speech was good, bnt it is the follow-through 
that counts. \Ve do not get that follow­
through so far as Labour politics are con· 
eerned. 

Tile Premier: My word, you do; and that 
is what you complain of. 

lUr. NDIMO: Everybody in Australia 
knows there is something wrong in the 
Federal sphere; there is something wrong as 
far as political affairs are concerned. \Ve 
know that Labour is trying to get as much 
kudos as possible; but it is not prepared to 
accept responsibility. As the Premier said, 
the Commonwealth vV ar Advisory Council 
has been putting forward excellent sugges· 
tions. Labour is willing to take all the 
credit, but is not willing to accept criticism 
for things that might have gone wrong. 
Labour is prepared to pounce upon the things 
that go wrong in the Federal political arena. 
La hour says, '' vVe will not help in a national 
Government; we will not get into it; we will 
keep out of it and make the other side so 
unpopular that the country would hound it 
out." Instead of dropping party polities 
and getting on with the job, that is what it 
is doing, and the Premier knows what I am 
sa:c'ing is true. Over in Great Britain all 
parties are represented in the Government. 

J\fr. Bevin, one of the greatest Labour men 
of all time, has accepted the full re~ponsi­
bility of goYemment in England, but how 
different is the position in Australia! On 
11 August, Mr. Ourtin, the leader of the 
Federal J-'ahour Party, made a public state­
ment in which he said that the war situation 
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was fraught ~with extreme danger to Australia, 
but on the following day :Mr. Beasley, 
Mr. Forde, and Dr. Evatt endea\·oured to 
make political capital by saying that the 
situation was not as dangerous as Mr. :\fenzies 
and J\lr. Cm·tin would have us believe. Those 
are the statements that arc being made for 
party political purposes, and it is very ~wrong. 
Anyone can make patriotic speeches, but 
unless he is willing to get in with the 
Govenunent and accept full responsibility he 
is not pulling his \veight in the war effort. 

'l'he Premier: You had better have a 
kick at the dingoes in your own party. 

::l'Ir. NIJU~IO: That is no excuse: I know 
that some members of our own party hm·e 
been in the wrong, but every political party 
has some members who do not play the game. 
To-day the best brains in Australia should 
be collected in the Cabin et to cany out the 
work of government. They should he prepared 
to accept the full responsibility of the \York. 
The Labour Party has not a monopoly of the 
brains of the community, and the country 
demandii that the best brains of all the 
pm·ties should be behind the war effort. I 
say emphatically that the Labour Party is 
not playing the game in Australia to-day in 
refusing to accept the responsibility of 
government. 

The Premier mentioned that it had been 
reportc<1 that the Ipswich railway workshops 
were able to manufacture marine engines. 
Of course, they can make marine engines, and 
they should have been making them over a 
long period, but they have had no encourage· 
ment. Times out of number I suggested in 
this House that the Ipswich railway \York­
shops should build engines for rail motors, 
but I \ms laughed to scorn and the .Minister 
said that they could not do the work, that 
other work was more urgent, and that they 
had not the men to make the engines. Of 
course, they had the men capable of building 
them, and they should have been built. How· 
ever, nothing was done and the engines were 
imported from overseas. If they had been 
built at the Ipswich railway workshops, what 
a wonderful thing it ~would lm,·e been in the 
interests of the war effort, because the 
engines could then have been used for many 
purposes. 

I should like to mention another instance 
in ~which the Government have fallen down 
on their job, thereby creating an ugly situa· 
tion to-day. The Commonwealth Government 
realised timt during the depression a large 
number of young people were deprived of an 
opportunity of learning a trade. When they 
made a grant of £50,000 to the States for 
the purpose of training youths, the Queens· 
land Gowrnment haggled before they would 
accept their share and eventually when they 
did fall in with the Commonwealth proposal 
they taught them clerical \YOrk, farming, and 
mining. If any hon. member sitting behind the 
Government thinks that the Governml)nt did 
the right thing on that occasion in refusing to 
giYe the boys an opportunity to learn other 
trades, as was done in New Pouth \Vales 
and Victoria, then I am surprised at their 

reasoning. When the Connnonwealth Govern· 
ment made the money available, it was for the 
purpose of having boys taught trades such as 
turning, fitting, an<l other work associated 
with the building industry, so that they would 
be aYailable for more important \York later 
on. To-day, \Yith so much wo;·k available, 
they arc scratching round lookmg for men 
able to use a lathe, and c:mnot get them. 
1'he only limit to Commonwealth contracts 
in thi~ State is that imposed by the n1an 
pmYer available to carry out the work. \Ve 
cannot take any more Commonwealth orders, 
because the amount of skilled labour in this 
State is restricted. 

That does not apply to engineering sup· 
plies only, it also applies to clothing and 
every article of woollen goods in this State 
that the Commonwealth requires. The orders 
can be obtained by manufacturers in this 
State for an unlimited quantity of supplies. 
Certain industries may be handicapped in 
procuring certain raw materials, but th~t is 
not the fault of either the Commom.-ealtn or 
State Governments. Nevertheless, had \YC 

played the game and giYen these boys an 
opportunity to learn a trade when the Com­
monwealth was willing to help us we should 
have been in a very different position to-day 
with respect to artisans, and could have 
accepted more contracts. 

I desired to refer to these things because 
the Premier when spenking led the Committee 
to believe that I :oaid that the Story Bridge 
could be pulled do\rn and used in the war 
effort. I made no such statement. I was 
referring to the erection of the large State 
building at the rear of the office of the 
Commissioner for H.ail\Yays and said it was 
a sin to use the steel required in that build· 
ing \Yhen it could be more usefully used in 
the war effort. I also said that the time 
might yet come when, in order to provide 
instruments for the defence of our country, 
we should have to look round for all the iron 
\Ye could get, and if that time came we should 
have to take the steel out of the Story Bridge. 
I did not say that we should have to pull the 
Story Bridge down, but I said the time might 
come \Yhen the iron in it would be required. 

It is unquestionably wrong for the Govern· 
ment to continue embarking on \Yorks that 
will aHrart man power from the pro<luction 
of implements of war to saYe the lives of 
our boys at the front. 

The TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
BTcmer) ( 4.17 p.m.), in reply: I wish to say 
a \Yord or two in reply in order to correct 
the many misstatements that have been made, 
particularly with regard to taxation, as \Yell 
as deal with the figures used by the hon. 
member for Fassifern. He used figures to 
show that in 1933 a certain amount of tax 
had been gathered, while in 1940-41 a greater 
amount had been gathered. He said this was 
because taxatio11 had been increased. Of 
course, this is an entirely wrong view. The 
real position is that the business of' State 
has been increased. A storekeeper ~who 
doubles his turnover does not double his turn­
over because he doubles his prices, but usually 
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because he giws service to the community 
and attracts greater custom. The Govern­
ment have doubled their turnover in tax collec­
tions because they have given service. 'l'he 
State has attracted custom and stimulated 
industry to such an extent that industries not 
paying taxation in 1932, 1933, and 1934 are 
now paying taxation, and individuals who had 
no income in those years now have taxable 
incomes. That is t'Iw reason ,_·hy gre:1ter 
revenue has corlH~ in. There was no inrrcase 
in taxation in the nwnncr made out by the 
hon. member for Fac··i:i'ern. ' 

It was the Leader of the Opposition who, 
>vhen quoting :figures in relation to taxation 
said, ''What a Lout motor-vehicle fees~ ·what 
about road-transport fees? Wl1at about rail­
way fares and freights and whnt nbout all 
these other things~'' That is a classic 
example of the criticism that seems to rnn in 
the blood of hon. members on the Opposition 
benches. I remember the present Federal 
'Treasurer making a similar mistake. He 
included in taxation tram fares and electri­
city charges and things of that description, 
and called them taxation. If that is taxation, 
then all I ran say is that the people of 
Queensland are paying about £1,500,000 a 
year in tnxation to the butter farmers, 
because they buy their butter to the extent 
of £1,500,000 a year, and when they buy those 
goods and pay for services they are taxed 
to keep the butter and other industries going. 
As the hon. mem1er for l<'assifern lmo>vs, 
that is not so. \Ve pay for the use of our 
railways and main roads, and in such othN 
directions as we obtain service, but that is 
not taxation. 

We have to remember, too, that some 
inequalities will always crop up. I saw a. 
16-stone man in a tailor's shop and I knew 
he >vas going to get a suit for the same price 
a& a 9-stone man. When I look round at the 
hon. member for Bowen and the hon. member 
for Fassifern I know if they go into a 
barber's shop it is the same price for both 
of them-(laughtm )-although the crop may 
not be the sam·c. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Gair, something about 
reductions in taxation in Queensland. Since 
this Govemment came into· power in 1932 the 
annual remissions granted are as follows:-

Unemployment Relief Tax and Income 
(State Development) Tax. 

Part III.- £ £ 
1d. reduction 160,000 
2d. rerluction and 

exemption of basic 
wage 760,000 

920,000 
Part VI.-

ld. redue:tion 88,000 
2d. reduction and 

exemption of basic 
wage 450,000 

538,000 

Total . . £1,45S,OOO 

That is virtually £1,500,000. These figures 
are on record; they are there for people to 

read and to measure, aml we are pl'OH<l of 
the fact that we have done this. Notwith­
standing this huge remission of taxation we 
are still getting a greater amount of taxation 
to-day than before by reason of the fact we 
haYe contributed largely to the inneasing 
wealth of the State and have given the 
people an opportunity to pay taxation where 
they had no opportunity to pay taxation 
before. 

lUr. Barnes: You will get none from the 
gm·ages and hotels this time. 

The TREASURER: What we lose on the 
roundabouts I presume we st1all pick up on 
the swings. I know if pc:ople do not spend 
money in garages and hotels the (·hances are 
they will spend it somewhere else. People 
:ne much like Governments-they live fairly 
closely to their incomes. They struggle to get 
incomes on which they can live at a. certain 
standard. This Government stTUggle to get a 
larger income in order that they may give a 
better standanl to the people, they claim to 
have increased the wealth of the community, 
to have helped production, and to have done 
all things that give a. better opportunity to 
the people and a. better opportunity to the 
State. As it is with the State, so it is with 
the individual. The more money we have 
the better opportunities for trade and com· 
merce and industry and the better for the 
community. We all know that if those 
people who save money put it into a hole in 
the ground it would get nowhere. It is work 
that creates wealth, and the more work we 
can give as individuals or as a. Government 
the greater will be the wealth of the com·­
munity. People who advocate the lessening 
of work are adYocating something that is 
not to the benefit of the country. 

'l'he hon. member for Oxley and some other 
hon. member-I think it was the hon. mem­
ber for l'"assifern-rebuked the Government 
for putting up a. building in Anzac square. 
Well, let us take the rebuke. Let us pass 
on to the Commonwealth Government for the 
Conl'monwealth Bank they are erecting in 
King George square at the corner of 
Adelaide and Albert streets. Are they also 
to be rebuked~ Are we also to rebuke the 
Commonwealth Minister this year for pro­
posing to spend £1,500,000 in post office 
works~ Is a. social service that is very 
necessary not to go on? Of course it is to 
go on. 

lUr. Bat"lles: Not if they are using steel 
we cannot afford to use. 

1'he TREASURER: That is not so. 
There arc certain things that have to have 
priority. Certain people have prior claims 
on steel manufactured in this State, and the 
Army and Navy and defence services come 
first. They have the first claim on those 
manufactures, and to say we are using steel 
in those buildings that could be used in other 
directions is casting aspersions on the Com­
monwealth Government' who have the supreme 
contTol of those things-they and not this 
Govemment and not individuals. As the 
Premier reminds me, time and again we have 
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altered our specifications to do \Yithout struc­
tural steel so far as we could to help the 
Commonwealth Government to get on with 
building· in other directions. In any case, 
the matter is in their keeping and charge. 

The hon. member for Oxley made reference 
to apprenticeship. It is true that in some 
States of the Commonwealth apprenticeship 
was at a particularly low ebb, and that there 
was virtually no control of apprenticeship in 
any way whatever. I am proud to be able to 
say that Queensland has, and has had for 
many years, the best apprenticeship system in 
all the States of Australia. It is a system 
that has been copied by other parts of the 
world. States in America have copied our 
particular system of apprenticeship, and it is 
a system that has done more to train artisans 
than any system in any other part of 
Australia. In other parts there is no training 
of any particular kind, but in this State we 
have trained artisans in engineering and other 
trades whom one now finds scattered, not only 
throughout the Commonwealth, but over many 
parts of the world, upholding the splendid 
training they have received in their appren­
ticeship in Queensland, particularly in the 
technical colleges. 

Mr. Nimmo: I raised no question about 
the Apprenticc:ship Committee. You know 
Yery "·ell it was the Commonwealth training 
scheme I spoke of. 

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman 
may have shifted into a bog and I have no 
desire to follow him into that bog. 

That virtually answers all the matters that 
have been raised. I am sorry if I have not 
given Rll the explanations hon members 
have desired, but I have endeavoured to 
correct some of the misconceptions, if I may 
call them that, that have been given expres­
sion to this afternoon. 

Motion (Mr. Cooper) agreed to. 

COMMITT'EE. 

(Mr. Gair, South Brisbane, in the chair). 

Clauses 1 to 4, both inclusive, and preamble, 
as read, agreed to. 

Bill reported, without amendment. 

THIRD READING. 

Bill, on motion of Mr. Cooper, read a third 
time. 

The House adjourned at 4.31 p.m. 

Questions. 




