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1226 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

WEDNESDAY, 26 OCTOBER, 1938.

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory)
ok the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.

BrigBaNE AND SouTH CoAsT HOSPITALS.
Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) asked the
ascretary for Health and Home Affairs—

€1, Who is the General Superintendent
of the hospitals in Brisbane controlled by
the Brisbane and South Coast Hospitals
Board?

“¢2. How many salaried medical officers
are employed—(a) superintendents, (b)
departmental medieal supervisors, (¢) other
full-time officers, and (d) part-time officers?

¢¢3. What is the approximate annual
amount of salaries paid to all such officers?

‘4, How many—(a) buildings, and (b)
blocks are contained in these hospitals?

‘“5. How many beds do they contain—
(a) general, (D) maternity, (¢) children,
and (d) total?’’

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND
OME AFFAIRS (Hon. E. M. Hanlon,
shaca) replied—

‘“1. Dr. Aubrey D. D. Pye, M.B., Ch.M,,
FPR.CBE, FRACS.

“¢2 (a) Superintendents—

Brisbane Hospital—Dr. Pye.
Women’s Hospital—Dr. Adam, M.B,,

B.S.,, FR.CS.E, PF.CO.G.

Children’s Hospital—Dr., Arden, B.S,,

M.D., M.R.C.P.

Maleny Hospital—Dr. Parer, M.B.,

Ch.M.,

Kileoy Hospital—Dr, Millar, M.B,,

Ch.M.

Canungra  Hospital—Dr. Swinburn,
M.B., B.S.

Nambour Hospital—Dr. Bayley, M.B,,
F.R.CS.

(b) Departmental medical supervisors—

Brisbane Hospital—

Medical Supervisor and Assistant
General Superintendent—Dr. Julius,
from 1 January, 1939.
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and Resident
M.B,,

Casualty Supervisor
Orthopsedist—Dr. T. S. Brown,
B.S., F.R.CS.E.

Surglcal Supervisor—Dr. G, H, Hogg,
M.B,, B.S.,, F.R.C.8.E,

Radlologlcal Supervisor—Dr,
Casey, M.B.,, B.S., D.M.R.
Asgsistant Medical Supervisor during
Dr. Julius’s absenc i
B.S.
(¢) Other full-time officers—

Brishane Hospital—7 senior
officers; 1 medical officer,
junior resident officers.

E. W.

resident
clinies; 16

Children’s Hospital-—1 senior resident

officer; 3 junior resident officers.
Women’s Hospital—1 junior resident
officer.
(d) Part-time officers—
Brisbane Hospital .. .. 48
Children’s Hospital .. .. 10
Women’s Hospital .. .. 8
Pathology Department .. .. 2
‘3. For the year 1938-39—
£
Full-time staff 16,625
Part-time staff 16,334
£32,959
Country hospitals 2,264
£35,223

‘“4. Buildings—
Brishane Hospital
Children’s Hospital
Women’s Hospital
Country  hospitals

39 (5 are blocks)
12 (5 are blocks)
1 (4 wings)
4

€“5. Brisbane—
(a) General: Public 933,

Intermediate 48 981
(b) Maternity: Pubhc
102, Intermediate 60 .. 162
(¢) Children . 222
—— 1,365
Country hospitals—
General: Public 85, Inter-
mediate 10 .. .. .. 95
Maternity: Publie 12,
Intermediate 7 .. .. 19
— 114
Total 1,479’
BunpaBErRG RAILWAY SErvicss; Woop FUEL

1IN LOCOMOTIVES.

Mr. BRAND (Isis) asked the Minister
for Transport—

““In view of the resumption of activities
at all collieries in the State, will he give
immediate consideration to—(a) the
resumption of tri-weekly passenger serviees
from Bundaberg to Brisbane, leaving Bun-
daberg at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, Thursday, and
Saturday; (b) the elimination of wood as
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a fuel on all locomotives travelling through
sugar-cane distriets?’’

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT (Hon.
J. Dash, Mundingburra) replied—
““(a) and (b) The Commissioner is
already dealing with these matters.”’

RerPORT ON BRISBANE Crry CoUNCIL
ADMINISTRATION.

Mr. DART (Wynnum)
Premier—

‘“Will he make available to members of
the House the report of the Government
officers who investigated the various depart-
ments connected with the DBrisbane City
Couneil??’

The PREMIER (¥Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) replied—

¢‘No. The report of these officers will
be made available to the Lord Mayor, on
whose initiative this investigation is being
made. The Government made two of their
officers available to the Lord Mayor for
this purpose, and progress reports have
been made to the Lord Mayor, and I under-
stand action has been taken in regard
thereto by the City Council. It will be
seen, therefore, that the publication of this
report is a matter for the Lord Mayor
to determine.’’

asked the

PAPERS.

The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—

Fifty-third report of the Registrar of
Friendly Societies, Building Societies,
and Industrial and Provident Societies.

The following papers were laid on the
table:—

Regulations, dated 15 Oectober, 1938, under
The Warehousemen’s Liens Act of 1938.

Order in Council, dated 20 October, 1938,
under The Coroners Aect of 1930.

Order in Council, dated 20 October, 1938,
under The Supreme Court Act of 1921.

Orders in Council (3), dated 20 Oectober,
1938, under The Primary Producers’
Organisation and Marketing Acts, 1926
to 1935.

PRIVILEGE.

REMOVAL OF MEMBER FROM COUNTRY
MEMBERS’ RESIDENCE.

MAHER (West Moreton) (10.33
am.): I desire, Mr. Speaker, to speak on a
question of pr1vﬂege After the hon. member
for East Toowoomba was suspended yester-
day evening, he was also removed, I under-
stand by your order, from the country
members’ residence in the building adjoining
Parliament House.

Standing Order No. 125, dealing with this
matter, reads as follows:—

Mr,

‘“When a member is suspended from the
service of the House, he shall ba excluded
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from the House and from all rooms set
apart for the use of members.”’

I contend, Mr. Speaker, that the Standing
Order does not authorise the removal of the
hon. member for East Toowoomba from the
country members’ residence for the following
reasens:—

1.1t is not part of the House, heing a
separate building with a fence hetween.
It could just as easily have been half a
mile away, its proximity being mercly
accidental,

2. The hon. member for East Toowoomba
oceupies his room in the country members’
residence under contract—he pays a
rental throughout the year and whether
he ceeupies the room or not.

For the foregoing reasons, T move—

‘“That in the opinion of this House, the
country members’ residence adjoining Par-
liament House does not come within the
purview of Standing Order No. 125.7?

Mr. SPEAXER: Will the hon. gentleman
please hand me a copy of the motion?

Mr. MAHER: Yes, Mr. Speaker. In justi-
fication of that motion, I draw your attention
and also that of hon. members in this House
to the faet that it is a matter of privilege
that is at stake and contend that the Stand-
ing Order’s reference to ‘‘such rooms as set
apart for the use of members’’ in the House

entirely relates to the House, and there is no -

relation at all to a building which at one
time was the residence of the Clerk of the
Parliament. TIts proximity to Parliament
House is purely accidental. The building
could have been situated half a mile or even
a mile away from the precinets of Parliament
House.

The Premier: It could have been, but
it is not.

Mr. MAHER: Yes, but I submit it is not
a room covered by the terms of the Standing
Order, which is specific in the matter that
when a member is suspended from the service
of the House he shall be excluded from the
House and from all rooms set apart for the
use of members. That implies, of course, all
rooms in the House set apart for the use of
members.

The Secretary for Labour and Industry:
This is set apart for the use of members.

Mr. MAHER: The Standing Orders use
the words, ‘“The House and all rooms set
apart for the use of members,”’ and it is
stretching the Standing Order too far alto-
gether to infer that that inecludes the rights
and privileges of members in a lodge, which
is, after all, a place of lodging. The building
is for the convenience of country members of
the House by arrangement with Mr. Speaker.
The building across the way is altogether a
lodging-house, and it is not a room set apart
in the House for the use of members at all.

Mr. Dunstan: It is on part of Parliament
House grounds.

The Attorney-General: Do you suggest
a man could set up a tent in Parliament
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House grounds and be excluded from the
ms?
rooms?

Mr., MAHER: Not at all. That is an
altogether different proposition. The true
interpretation of the meaning of the grounds
of Parliament House is ‘“within the precinets
of the IIcuse.”” There is a dividing fence
between the two buildings, and the faect that
the building is on grounds contrelled by
Parliament does not enter into the matter
at all. I am concerned because it is against
the true meaning of the Standing Orders.
The rooms set apart for the use of members,
in the terms of the Standing Order, ecannot
possibly mean anything else but the rooms
connected with Parliament House itself and
not the rooms of a lodging-house, even though
that is controlled by Mr. Speaker.

The privileges of every country member
who has a room in the Lodge arc at stake.
Who knows that an hon. member who oeccu-
pies lodging in that house may ecme under
the ban of suspension at some future time?
This happened frequently between 1929 and
1932, hut the present members of the Opposi-
tion are much better behaved and have a
better understanding of the position and
respect for parliamentary procedure and,
therefore, suspension of an hon. member on
this side of the House is a rave occurrence.

Mr. Walsh: But when there is justifica-
tion for it?

Mr. MAHER: There are occasions when
there is justification. It sometimes happens
that a man has very strong views on certain
matters and is prepared to accept whatever
penalties are coming to him. But let us be
just in the matter. I do not think it is the
desire of the Premier or even Mr. Speaker to
be harsh in this case.

The Premier: Do you suggest that we
have been?

Mr. MABER: Well, I think you could
have mitigated the penalty.
Mr., SPEAKER: Order!

The Premier: This was his third offence
on the same count. I asked him to withdraw,

did I not?
Mr. MAHER: I realise that.

The Premier: I gave him every oppor-
tunity to withdraw.

Mr. MAHER: But I think that as he i3 a
new member suspension until the end of this
week would have been fairer.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The House has
determined that matter, and it must not be

discussed again unless upon mnotice of
miotion.

Mr. MAHER: I understand that, Mr.
Speaker. As to this particular matter, I

am sure that you have no desire to be unduly
harsh on the hon. member for East Too-
woomba. I think all hon. members will agree
with me when I take the point that the
Standing Order was drafted with the object
of excluding an offending member of Parlia-
ment, who had come under the ban of
suspension, from using any of the rooms set
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apart for the use of hon. members in the
House. Uver in the I.odge is not in the
House.

There is another important point, and one
that cannot be overlooked—that is, that if
vou enter into a contract with a man and
accept his rental for a room in the Lodge,
then it is contrary to fair play to deprive
Lim of the use of that room for any reason
whatsoever. If you break faith with him
when he has paid for the use of his room,
vou repudiate the contraet that exists
bhetween yourself, Mr. Speaker, on the one
hand, and the hon. member for Hast Too-
woomba on the other hand.

Therefore, there are two very important
points involved in the motion. In the first
tlace, I cannot agree that the Standing
Order gives to the Speaker of the House the
vight to ban the hon. member for East
Toowoomba from using that bedroom in the
Lodge. Secondly, the hon. member for East
Toowoomba, having paid for the use of that
room, is thercby entitled to use it.

T think that if it was challenged in any
court of equity-—although, being such a small
matter comparatively, it would not be—the
hon, member for East Toowoomba would win.
There is a contract in existence and nobody
has the right to restrain the hon. member
for Fast Toowoomba from using the rocom
for which he has paid. I do not want to
press that. I am merely appealing to the
sense of fair play of the House. Who knows
that any other hon. member may not be in a
similar position some day? We should
observe the Standing Orders as applying
strictly to the use of rooms set apart for the
use of hon. members in the House.

The hon. member for East Toowoomba has
been adequately punished by being suspended
from the House until the end of next week,
and I do not think there should be any desire
on the part of the House to bar him from
using the bedroom in the Lodge for which he
has paid, and which, in my view, he is
entitled to use.

Mr. Dunstan: Supposing that the bed-
room was a sleeping-room in the House?

Mr. MAHER: If it was in the House,
then the hon. member for East Toowoomba
would have no right to it. If the room was
in the House he would be paying nothing for
he use of it. There is no contract so far as
rooms in the House are concerned. I recog-
nise that if it was a room in the House the
hon. member would have no right to oceupy
it, but when it is in a separate building—a
building separated from Parliament House
by a fence—I submit that this Standing Order
does not cover the hon. member’s rights and
privileges in respect of the use of a bedroom
in the IL.odge, for which he has paid. T
desire, therefore, to move this motion of
protest.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the motion seconded?

Mr. BRAND (Isis) (10.44 a.m.): Yes. In
seconding the motion that has been moved
by the Leader of the Opposition I should
like to support the contentions that he has
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made, and to say that when the Standing
Orders Committee drafted Standing Order
No. 125 they could not have contemplated
the letting of a room by Mr. Speaker. They
contemplated the use of rooms that were in
Parliament House itself—rooms that Mr.
Speaker had no power to contract for with
other hon. members.

T should like to add this—that the residence
is known as the country members’ residence,
and its use is not confined only to members
of Parliament, beecause Mr. Speaker has con-
tracted with men who are not members of
this House for accommedation at that resi-
dence. That brings it into a different posi-
tion frem that of a room in Parliament House
as contemplated by the Standing Orders. I
submit as the residence itself is apart from
Parliament Iouse—although it is under the
control of Mr. Speaker—and is not used
solely by members of Parliament, the term
“‘rooms set apart for the use of members’’
cannot have the meaning that Mr. Spesker
has placed upon if. Tt is gemerally recog-
nised, I believe, that the Standing Orders
Committee at the time eould not bave had in
mind the relationship of landlord and tenant,
which is the relationship between Mr. Speaker
and those who occupy these rooms. The law
relating to removing a man from his resi-
dence is a just one and provides for adequate
means for so doing, and it has been designed
to prevent certain things from taking place
whereby a tenant ecan be removed and left on
the street.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion is—

““That in the opinion of this House the
country members’ residence adjoining Par-
liament House does not come within the
purview of Standing Order 125.”7

The Standing Order, which hag already been
read by the Leader of the Opposition, is as
follows:—

¢“When a member is suspended from the
service of the House he shall be excluded
from the House and from all rooms set
apart for the use of members.’’

The practice in the House of Commons and
in all other Parliaments of the Dominions is
that when an hon. member is suspended from
the service of the House he is not permitted
within the gates of Parliament House during
the currency of the suspension. After his
suspension 1s agreed to by the House, if he
does not go of his own free will immediately,
he is removed by the order of Mr. Speaker,
who acts as the trustee of the House in seeing
that its decisions are carried out.

In aceordance with this Standing Order, 1
had no alternative but to insist that the hon.
member for East Toowoomba, accompanied
by a policeman, be given a few minutes in
which to colleet his papers, and then absent
himself from the precincts of the House.

The only entrance to the Lodge—which
is rooms set apart by me for the use of mem-
bers—is through the gates that lead into
these grounds. Consequently I think that no
other conclusion can be reached than that
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those rooms are sct apart for the use of mem-
bers as in Standing Order 125,

I eannot sec that there is anything more
te add to what I have already said, cxeept
that now the matter has been raised under
privilege I should prefer that the House give
its opinion on the matter and make the
determination for all time.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) (10.50 am.): Mr. Speaker, like
yoursclt, T presume no member of Parliament
desires to be harsh with anyone. But the
Standing Orders and the privileges of this
House must be maintained. Action was taken
against the hon. member for East Toowoomba
for refusing to comply with the Standing
Orders of this House. Despite even repeated
opportunity to do so, he refused to recognise
the authority of the Temporary Chairman of
Committees. He was then suspended by a
votc of this House and escorted outside the
gate.

Mr. Maher: By a policeman, not by the
Sergeant-at-Arms.

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock:
You did that to me.

The PREMIER: I think it is undesir-
able that any heat be displayed in discussing
this matter beeause it is one that affects every
hon. member cither now or in the future,
because whatever decision is arrived at to-day
will apply in any future case. There is no
occasion to discuss the matter from the par-
tisan point of view at all.

Mr. Mahers Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: The facts are that the
hon. member for Fast Toowoomba was sus-
pended because of his breach—an aggravated
breach—of the rules of this House. The sus-
pension was made by the majority of the
Parliament and the question arises: What
does the suspension involve? It means that
for the period of the suspension the hon.
member shall have none of the privileges that
attach to a member of Parliament. That is
what it means—that and nothing else. Tt is
perfectly simple.

We come then to the question of the occu-
pancy of a room in what is known as the
Lodge. The very fact that the hon. member
occupied such a room is an indication that
he is a member of Parliament and therefore
entitled to the privileges of Parliament, but
he can occupy that room only while he is
allowed the privileges of a member of this
House, and they have been suspended by this
Parliament. The greater ineludes the less.

Mr. Daniel: Has his salary been sus-
pended?

The PREMIER: The answer is “No,”
but we could suspend it if we wished. That
matter had not occurred to me until the hon.
member reminded me of 1t. It is competent
for us to ineclude the cessation of the salary
for the period of suspension as part of the
punishment, if the House so determined, but
the House has not been asked to determine
that, and so it is irrelevant to the point at
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issue, The fact is that he has been suspended
and the suspension carries with it certain dis-
abilities that would not apply had he remained
in possession of all the privileges of the
House. One of the privileges is that he may
oceupy a room at the Lodge.

Mr. Brand: Under contract.

The PREMIER: I will come to that later
on. Obviously the occupancy of that room
is based on the same privilege. Your right,
Mr. Speaker, and mine to go into the Par-
liamentary Library to rcad a book or to take
a book away to read depend on our enjoying
the full privileges of the House. The same
thing applies to a member sleeping in a bed-
room in the House or within the grounds of
the House.

The fact that a fence divides the Lodge
from the main parliamentary buildings has
no relevance. Why, there are walls in the
House itself between the various bedrooms!

It is absurd for the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to arguc that a dividing fence excludes
part of the building from the precinets of
the House, or from the House of Parliament
itself, because how much more so would his
argument apply to a partition? A partition
dividing a room is a much greater obstacle
than a mere fence. Therefore, it might be
argued that inasmuch as there are a wall
and doors and windows, which may be closed,
dividing the dining-room from this Chamber,
the hou. member could continue to use the
dining-room while under suspemsion. If
there is anything in the argument of the
Leader of the Opposition, it goes as far as
that.

The question of contract was raised by the
Leader of the Opposition and the hon. mem-
ber for Isis. T should be very sorry indeed
to have either hon. member argue a case on
the law of contract for me, because that
applieation of the law of contract is subject
to certain conditions. The law of contract
varies aceording to the nature of the com-
tract. For example, under the Industrial
Conciliation and Arbitration Ac¢t no employee
can contract out of the legal wage preseribed
by the court, and under the Wages Act no
man can forgo his rights even if he purports
to forgo those rights, either in writing or
orally; he can still demand his rights in a
court of competent jurisdiction. Therefore,
we see that the conditions surrounding a
contract cause contracts to vary in character
and degree. Im this ease, I claim in the first
instance, there is no contract at all. It is
only a custom. The Lodge is available to
country members of Parliament. At omne
time, Mr. Speaker—you will countradiet me if
T am wrong—it was occupied by the Clerk of
Parliament.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a parliamentary
building erected many years ago as a resi-
dence fer the Clerk of Parliament, and has
always been under the control of the Parlia-
mentary Buildings Committee. For some
time it has been set aside by me for the use
of country members of Parliament as a place
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where they can reside when Parliament is in
session.

Mr. Brand: On payment of a considera-
tion.

The PREMIER: That is beside the point
T am raising. At one time the T.odge was
occupied by the Clerk of Parliament. It is
subjest to the control of the Parliamentary
3uildings Committee.  This ecommittee can
put that building, or the rooms therein, to
any use that to which it is proper and legal
to put them, There is no contraet with any
member of Parliament, cither with the Par-
Jiamentary Buildings Commitiee, or with Mr.
Speaker, or with any other authority, to
provide a country member of Parliament for
a given period with bedroom acecommodation.

Mr. Maher: For the session, definitely.

The PREMIER: There
at all.

¥r. Mahers Yes.

The PREMIER: I repeat, there is no
contract at all. For example, I have a suite
of rooms at the end of this building. They
are set aside for the use of the Premier.
During the session they are used chiefly for
the purpose of holding meetings of the Execu-
tive Council. But the Parliamentary Build-
ings Committee or at least this House could
carry a resolution that those premises be used
for some other purpose. If that vote were
carried in Parliament I should have to vacate
the rooms. If I were to resign or be dis-
missed by the Parliament, then I should have
to vacate all rooms that are associated with
the Premier.

is no contract

It is a rule of practice, of usage, that

applies here; a custom has grown up. It is
a privilege, Mr. Speaker, not a right. That

is the main point. It is a privilege to use a
bedroom in the Lodge, not a right; but just
as one having dinner here has to pay for that
dinner, so a man oceupying a room as a
bedroom has to pay for that bedroom. There
is a perfect analogy between the two things.
1t is a privilege, not a right, and therefore
no law of contract applies to what is at
hest only a privilege—and a privilege that
may be withdrawn at any time.

If, for example, it was decided to turn that
Lodge into a Speaker’s residence—as Parlia-
ment might do, as the Parliamentary Build-
ings Committee could do—would not that
terminate any tenaney on the part of hon.
members sleeping there? If we decided that
the Clerk of Parliament, in the interests of
Parliament, should take up residence there,
would not that terminate any occupancy by
anyone else?

Mr. Maher: You would have to give
reasonable notice.

The PREMIER: Would notice under the
law relating to landlord and tenant have to
be given each man who used that Lodge?
Obviously not. The contention is absurd. The
rooms are made available for sleeping cham-
bers by the good grace only of the Parlia-
mentary Buildings Committee and because
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Parliament itself has made no objection to
such o practice. Therefore, there is no con-
tract, there is no breach of privilege and the
words of the Stauding Order entirely justify
vour action, Mr. Speaker.

Let me quote the Standing Order before I
sit down. It says

““When a member is suspended from the
service of the House he shall be exeluded
from the House, and i

““ani.’”” There is a significance in the word
¥4 alld)«'___

““and from all rooms set apart for the use
of members.’’

Obviously, the room referred to was set apart
for the use of this hon. member, and therefore,
he having been suspended, that Standing
Order applies. Tt is a room set apart for
the use of hon. members within the meaning
of the Standing Order; and by being sus-
pended the hon. member is deprived of the
use of that room. Otherwise, how eould the
authority of Parliament be vindicated? If
the mere exelusion from debate was all that
was intended under the Standing Order, prac-
tically very little penalty would be applied
at all; but the penalty of exclusion from the
House and all rooms set apart for the use of
hon. members means that so far as Parlia-
ment, with all its grounds and all its appur-
tenances, is concerned, the hon. member is
deprived of the use of them, and to that
extent for the period of suspension he is not
a member of Parliament at all.

Mr. SPEAXER: As a matter of fact, an
hon. member who is suspended must have his
mail sent out to him.

The PREMIER: He ceases virtually, if
not de facto, to be a member of Parliament
during the period of that suspension.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I do not know
whether the House is prepared to come to a
decision on this matter at the moment, but
there is no provision in the Standing Orders
for an extended debate on the question of
privilege. It is Mr. Speaker’s privilege to
terminate the debate if he considers that rea-
sonable discussion has been permitted. As
my action is being questioned by the House,
I propose to allow a little further discussion
on the matter.

Mr. MACDONALD (Stanley) (11.6 am.):
T am at present not concerned with the
penalty inflicted on the hon. member for East
Toowoomba, but I do not altogether agree
with the Premier that no contract has been
consummated between those who reside in
that Lodge and you, as Mr. Speaker.

There are various kinds of contraets. There
is a contract for the sale of goods, there is
a contract in respeet of agency, and there
is also a marriage confract. Excepting the
last-mentioned comtract, there can be retrac-
tion from such contracts by mutual consent
of both parties.

This is a contract entered into with you,
Mr. Speaker, under which we pay a certain
amount of rent to reside in the Lodge, and
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so long as we are not in defaunlt in payment
of that rent there is a right of temancy.

It may be held that one of the qualifica-
tions of tenancy is that the tenant must be
a member of Parliament, and that he shall
enjoy the privileges of the House. The build-
ing is absolutely detached from Parliament
House and does not come within the scope
of Standing Order 125. It is said that there
is mno separate entrance, but the right of
ingress and egress through the parliamentary
entrance, without coming near the House has
heen granted to hon. members, and I have
heard it said that through your indulgence
one gentleman has resided there who was not
a member of Parliament. Therefore, so far
as he was concerned, it was a lodging-house.

Mr. SPEAXKER: That is not true. That
gentleman was for 27 years a member of this
House, and desired to remain there, and as
no other hon. member objected to his remain-
ing there he was permitted to do so, on the
understanding that if his room was required
by a member of Parliament he would have to
leave.

My. MACDONALD: His tenancy then
ceased.

Mr. SPEAKER: He was permitted to
remain there as a privilege. -

Mr. MACDONALD : My interpretation of
the contract is that when I pay my rent I am
entitled to reside in that cotfage.

The Secretary for Labour and Industry:
Do you call 5s. a week rent?

The Premier; We had better put it on a
proper basis and have the rooms valued.

Mr. MACDONALD: I cannot see that no
contract has been entered into. I entered
into a contract on the basis of landlord and
tenant.

Mr., NIMMO (Oxley (11.9 am.): I am
glad this matter is to be discussed on a non-
party basis. It should be so.

The whole question revolves round a matter
of privilege, and it appears to me to be
drastic action for a man’s home to be smashed
up during a period of suspension from this
House. (Government laughter,) Tt is his
home during the period he is living in Bris-
bane. The gentleman was living there and
naturally it is his home.

Ts the right to reside in the Lodge a privi-
lege? That is a question T desire answered.
Certain Labour members occupy rooms in this
House and do not pay for them at all. That
is a privilege. Certain country members
occupy rooms in the Lodge and pay so much
a year each for the privilege. DParliament
sits only for a certain number of months in
the year, but the rent charged amounts to a
fair sum of money each year. I think I heard
an hon. member say 5s. a week. It is £13
a year, and the hon. members are occupying
those rooms for only five months of the year.
The question arises whether that is a privi-
lege. The Lodge is a building that was
bringing in no revenue at all at one time.
Now it is producing revenue and it is entirely
detached from the House.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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I should like to deal now with the question
of what the precinets of the House means.
I think the Premier said recently that there
were enough hon. members within the pre-
cinets of the House

The Premier: I never said anything of
the kind.

Mr, NYMMO: It might not have been the
Premier, but it was a Minister who said that
when notice was drawn to the number of
hon. members who were in the Chamber.

The Premier: That would be the Chair-
man of Committees.

Mr, NIMMO: Possibly the Chairman said
it. Af any rate, the Chairman said there
were enough hon. members within the pre-
eincts of the House. There was then quite
an inquiry amongst hon. members as to
whether the Lodge could be regarded as being
within the precincts of the House.

Mr. Walsh: They were not over at the
Lodge; they were attending upon the Governor
in the Legislative Council Chamber.

Mr, NIMMG: The hon. member is speak-
ing only for the Labour members., At any
rate, an inquiry went round as o whether the
Lodge was within the precinets of the House.
It is strange that this should have occurred
only within the last three weeks. It was
ruled amongst hon. members that it was a
very moot point whether the Lodge was within
the preecinets of the House.

Then, too, the other day a firm of solicitors
sent one of its officers down here to serve a
writ on a certain hon. member. The inquiry
went round—I do not know whether you had
it made of you, Mr. Speaker—whether the
paper could be served over at the Lodge, as
to whether the Lodge was within the pre-
cinets of the House. That question eould not
be decided, even by members of the legal
profession.

Another point I want to raise is that that
Lodge could have been let very easily to one
of the Government departments when it
became vacant. A Government department
could have been occupying that building and
it would have had nothing to do with Par-
liament at all. The building is absolutely
detached.

Other matters have been raised this morn-
ing. I have a note of some of them. For
ingtance, the hon. member for Stanley raised
the question of the payment of rent.
understand from hon. members that they pay
three months in advance. According to the
Premier’s argument, those hon. members
conld be put out at a moment’s notice. If
rent is accepted for three months in advance,
then the Premier knows as well as I do that
no man ean be put out until that time expires.

The Premier: Yes, under certain con-
ditions. '

My, NIMMO: He can be put out?
The Premier: Under certain conditions.

Mr, NIMMO : Bad behaviour or something
of that sort?

The Premier: He was put out for bad
behaviour. ‘
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Mr, NIMMO: Not over at the Lodge. I
think the Premier must admit that the
behaviour of the hon. member for East Too-
woomba over at the Lodge was exemplary.

The Premier: I am not saying anything
about that. He was suspended by Parliament
for bad behaviour.

Myr. NIMMO : But the only bad behaviour
that would justify his expulsion from the
Lodge would be bad behaviour whilst in the
Lodge.

The Premier: I am not saying anything
about that, I do not know anything about
his behaviour over there.

Mr. NIMMO : After all, it would be quite
an easy matter to allow the hon. member to
stay in his room. We should be big enough
to say that a severe penalty has been inflicted
upon him when he has been expelled from
this House for a fortnight.

The Premier: Not for a fortnight; seven
days.

Mr. NIMMO: He gets all this week and
all next week. He is suspended really for a
fortnight.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. NIMMO: I know that is out of order.
If the hon. member for East Toowoomba
came uwp the steps of this building he would
be liable to arrest. He is not allowed inside
these grounds. I think that it would be a
magnanimous gesture on the part of the Pre-
mier if he rose this morning to say that the
hon. member for Fast Toowoomba might be
allowed to remain at the Lodge.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order. If the House
does not go into Committee of Supply by
half past eleven this will cease to be an
allotted day. I think the House can make
up its mind now. I will only repeat for the
information of all hon. members that I could
have ruled either way, but the facts are that
that building is within the grounds of Parlia-
ment House as one of the parliamentary
buildings, and it is under the control of
the Parliamentary Buildings Committee.

In accordance with the usage of all British
Parliaments an hon. member under suspension
is not permitted to step within the grounds
of the Parliament House. There is no other
means of aceess to that building than through
the grounds of Parliament House, and in the
circumstances T fail to see how I could have
decided otherwise, But I should not be
offended in the least if the House upset the
decision and deeided in the opposite direction.
I did what I believe to be the right thing.

Question—That the motion (Mr. Maher) be
agreed to—put; and the House divided—

AvEg, 14.
Mr. Brand Mr. Nicklin
. Clayton , Plunkett
,s Daniel ,» Russell
5 Dart . Walker
5  Maher
» Massey Tellers :
,» Moore ,» Macdonald
5 Morris »» Nimmo
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Noges, 34.

Mr. Bedford Mr. Keogh

,» DBrassington ,,» King

,» Brown ,» Larcombe

,, Bulcock ,, Mann

,, Clark .» Marriott

,» Collins ,» McLean

,,  Dash ,» Mullan

,» Duggan ,» Pease

,» Dunstan ,,» Riordan

. Farrell s Smith

,,» Foley ,» Walsh

. Gair 5, Wellington

5, Gledson »  Williams, H.

,» Hanlon ,s  Williams, T. L.

,, Hayes

,» Healy Tellers:

,» Hislop ,» Hilton

» Hynes .» Power

Resolved in the negative.

QUESTION BY SUSPENDED MEMBER,
MR. SPEAKER’S RULING.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to report to the
Houge that in accordance with the parlia-
mentary procedure of the House of Commons
I have caused to be excised from the business
sheet a question standing in the name of the
hon. member for East Toowoomba. ¢‘May,’?
at page 331, gives the authority on that
point.

SUPPLY.
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE—ESTIMATES—
THIRTEENTH ALLOTTED DAY.

(Mr. Gledson, Ipswich, one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, in the chair.)

EsTiMATES 1N CHizr, 1938-1939.
DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAYS.
GENERAL ESTABLISHMENT,

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT (Hon.
J. Dash, Mundingburra) (11.24 am.): I
move—

““That £124,560 be granted for ‘Depart-
ment of Railways—~General Establish-

ment.” 7’

This amount is £5,430 in excess of the actual
expenditure during 1937-38, and £11,720
more than the appropriation last financial
year.

The total appropriation required for the
Railway Department for 1938-39 is £5,976,000.
This shows an increase of £223,323 over the
actual expenditure of £5,752,677 and oz
£411,000 over the appropriation of £5,565,000
for 1937-38. The increase in expendifure last
financial year as compared with the estimated
expenditure was £187,677, and this was due
mainly to the cost of variations in award
conditions granted by the Industrial Court,
and also to the wages of the increased staff
employed in the workshops and elsewhere.

The main items that go to make up the
estimated increase in expenditure for 1938-39
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as compared with the amount spent last year
may be summarised as under:

Grade and automatic increases.
Basic wage increases.
National health insurance quota.
Additional staff.
Longer sugar season,
triet.
Increased stores.
Increased boiler programme.
Inereased purchases for
refreshment-rooms.
Ballast and ballasting.
Permanent way material, &e.

Maryborough dis-

new railway

The Railway Department is an important
revenue-producing and spending department,
and as I have not had an opportunity for
some time of placing figures concerning it
before the Chamber I take this opportunity
to do so. The opportunity has not presented
itself to me for several sessions of speaking
on my Estimates, and I take the opportunity
of placing before the Committee figures that
unmistakably show that the railways are a
big business concern, that their revenue
earnings are high, and that they earn a con-
siderable amount of money.

The following table discloses the revenue
and expenditure of the railways from 1932-33
to 1937-38:—

Revenue.  Expenditure.
£ £
1932-33 5,885,668 4,243 823
1933-34 6,118,898 4,403,370
1934-35 7,068,196 4,999,593
1935-36 6,564,960 5,094,314
1936-37 6,949,677 5,335,373
1937-38 7,254,388 5,754,509

Tt will be observed from these figures that the
railways have earmed more money, and '}n
doing so expended a greater amount than in
previous years. Of course, increased expendi-
ture is only a natural corollary of inereased
earnings.

The following figures show the cash receipts
and expenditure for the years ended 30
June, 1937 and 1938:—

— 1937. t 1938. Increase.

£ £ £
Cash Receipts 6,923,110 | 7,226,328 303,218
Expenditure 5,335,373 | 5,754,509 419,136

[ASSEMBLY.]

The principal items accounting for the net
increase in expenditure for 1837-38 as com-
pared with 1936-37 were—

r

Basic wage variation 161,602
New award 43,664
Automatie inereases 17,519
Slecpers and ballast Lo 21,930
Heavy rolling-stock repairs 74,5630
Leave and retiring allow-

ances 18,300

Supply.

Ever since the establishment of the rail-
way system in Queensland, very few surpluses
have been shown. In this respect the follow-
ing table will be of interest:—

Surplus. Defieit,
£ £

1932-33 57,654 .. —
1933-34 160,118 .. —_—
1934-35 494,521 .. —
1935-36 —-— 117,751
1936-37 7,872 2
1937-38 .. 129,091

£720,165 £246,842

As this table discloses, in the last six years
four surpluses and two deficits were obtained,
the net surplus being £473,323,

From 1865, when the railways were first
inangurated, to 1905-06, continuous deficits
were shown in the working of the system. A
surplus was obtained in 1906-07, but from
1907-08 to 1909-10 deficits were shown again.
A surplus was realised in 1910-11, but deficits
were the order of the day from 1911-12 to
1913-14.  In the following finaneial year—
1914-15—a surplus was obtained, but from
1915-16 to 1931-32, both years inclusive,
further deficits were recorded.

T need hardly remind the Committee that
£28,000,000 was written off the capital value
of the railways by the Moore Government.
In consequence, the railway accounts showed
a surplus from 1932-33 to 1934-35,

Deficits were again recorded in 1935-36 and
1937-38, hut a surplus was recorded in 1936-37.

The total deficits from the time the first
railway was built in 1865 to the present time
amounted to £32,077,589, and the total sur-
pluses during the same period amounted to
£285,845. The net deficit during the 73 years
therefore was £31,992,744,

The question of travelling stock has been
raised from time to time. The following
figures indicate the amount of stock ecarried
by the railways during the year 1937-38:—

Horses .. 28,907
Cattle 67,558
Calves 291,100
Sheep 2,056,121
Pigs 433,432

Hon. members will note that those figures
show that we have shifted a tremendous
number of stock, and this applies particularly
to drought periods. Stock was railed as far
as from Dajarra to Wallan-garra,

The railways have been subjeeted to a good
deal of abuse for the bruising of cattle, which
it was claimed took place while they were
in transit on the railways. The Commissioner
has received letters from people who have
transported their stock on the railways stating
that they had no fault to find with the way
in which the railway employees had handled
their stock. Anyone who is familiar with
stoek knows that most of the bruising of
stock oceurs when they are heing driven
through the trucking yards. When they are
being put through the gates, a good deal of
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bruising oceurs, because they jam. The
stockmen are not very particular as to how
they force the cattle up the crush into the
trucks. Sticks are used to make them go
up, and I suppose, beeause they have mno
further interest in the cattle, the stockmen are
not particular how they handle them.

The department decided that it would see
what could be done in the matter. The Com-
missioner sent a railway official to one of
the cattle stations in the Gulf. This man
came in with a mob of ecattle, saw them
trucked, and travelled down with them on the
train, and went with them to the meatworks
and saw what condition the carcasses were
in after they were slaughtered. The depart-
ment paid this man’s expenses in order to
ascertain if any improvement could be cffected
in the trucking of cattle. This work was
undertaken in the interests of the -cattle
people. The officer in question supplied the
Commissioner with a very comprehensive
report on his observations, and he is to be
commended for the thorough manner in which
he performed his duties.

Despite frequent allegations to the contrary,
the Government have not been unmindful of
the needs of the farmer and the man on the
land generally, so far as its railway pro-
gramme is concerned, and a review of itfs
actions in recent months shows that the
country centres have not been neglected. We
have three new 102 horse-power Diesel motors
alloecated to runs between Brishane and
Gatton, Brisbane and Dugandan, and Too-
woomba and Roma.

An additional train service has been pro-
vided each week from Brishane to Charle-
ville and Charleville to Brishane, and the ser-
vices between Ipswich and Grandchester have
been expedited considerably.

We have given further assistance in fruit
distribution. At the present time we take a
half-bushel case of fruit at any railway
station and deliver it for Is. a case.

Vegetables ean be mixed with the fruit and
the package consigned at the same rate. In
this way we are helping the fruitgrowers,
as we place officers of the department at their
disposal to receive orders and take the cash
and the Commissioner hands it over to the
Committee of Direction of Fruit Marketing.

Mr. BHussell: Good work.

"The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: We
have received letters of appreciation from a
number of people.

The country storckeeper, timber-getters,
timber-haulers, and others reap considerable
benefit from the orders for timbers which
have been placed by the department from
time to time. These include—1,123,000 super.
feet of log timber, 80,000 super. feet of dark
red cedar logs, and 41,000 super. feet of
rough silky oak.

The following works have been undertaken

in country eentres and should prove of great
benefit to the primary producers:—

Thulimbah.—Extension of siding to facili-
tate fruit traffie.
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Luwrnea.—Provision of
yards.

Glen Geddes~—Provision of loading bank
for trucking yards.

Pound Creek (near Ingham).—Provision of
unloading bank for stock.

Ayvr.—Removal of trucking vards to a new
site to obviate the necessity of cattle
passing through the town.

Biloela.—Siding accommodation and
removal of trucking yards to a new site.
This will facilitatc the cotton traffie.

Mulgeldie.—Metalling approach to trucking
yards.

Monto.—Metalling station yard.

Boonarga.—Provision of eream shed.

Bungamoo.—Moving out rail fence and pro-
viding gate for the convenienee of cane
traffic.

Dawson Valley Line.—Widening of open
level crossing at 2 Miles 75 Chains.

In addition, the wheatgrower has been
well eared for by the present Administration.
To provide facilities to cope with the wheat
harvest, approval has been given for the
undermentioned works to be undertaken at
the centres shown:—

race for trucking

Bowenville.—Loop siding, metalled road-
way and filling for wheat dump.

Yarrala.—8iding accommodation, metalled
roadway, filling for wheat dump and
open level ecrossing.

Nandi.~—Construction of roadway and fil-
ling for wheat dump.

The foregoing comprises a brief resume of
the actions of the Government through the
Railway Department since July last to make
the lot of the man on the land more pleasant,
and I am sure that the endeavours we have
made in that direction are deeply appreciated
by those whom they are intended to benefit.

The Department has made as much improve-
ment as possible with the money at its dis-
posal, and for the current year we shall
endeavour to do all we can in the erection of
loading banks and so forth.

The salarics and wages are a large item
in the expenditure of the department and at
periods of heavy traffic much overtime has to
be worked. There has been a general in-
crease in wages sinee 1932-33 and in order
that the people will know the huge bill that
we meet for salaries and wages I give the
following figures:—

SALARIES AND WAGES—1 JULY, 1932, T0 30 JUNE, 1938.

—_ Salaries. Wages. Total.
£ £ £
1932-33 .. 804,502 2,439,840 3,244,342
1933-34 .. 818,741 2,677,929 3,896,671
1934-35 .. 873,880 2,931,406 3,803,286
1935-36 .. 904,053 3,021,007 3,925,060
1936-37 .. 943,897 3,120,690 4,064,587
1937-38 .. 990,499 3,420,432 4,410,931

It will be noted that between 1932-33 and
1937-38 there has been an increase of
£1,166,589.
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It will be seen from these figures that we
are a big spending body and that there is
ample justifieatien for the propoesed increase
in railway fares and freight.

Coal is another very big item in the expen-
diture of the Railway Department, During
1937-38 we bought 444563 tons of coal at a
cost of £409,358. We consumed 401,045
tous.

The number of train miles travelled dur-
ing 1937-38 was 13,542,542, an increase over
the previous year of 695,920,

The amount paid in workers’ ecompensation
during the year was £38,820, and for the
previous year £42,437. The Railway Depart-
ment paid the whole of the cost of compen-
sation, through the State Government Insur-
ance Office.

This year we have to make provision for
national insurance for 17,339 employees and
to find approximately £64,000 for the purpose.
This sum is estimated on the basis of having
to pay 1s. 6d. a week for males and 1s. a
week for females. We hope that traffic will
continue on the up grade and that we shall
be able to carry on the good work that we
have been doing.

A good deal has been said about ‘‘giving
the boy a chance,”’ and so on. I desire to
show what the Railway Department has done
between 1932 and October, 1938, in the
employment of junior and similar labour.
During the period we have employed—

Trade apprentices .. .. 305
Lad porters .. 247
Junior clerks .. .. ..o 174
Cleaners .. .. 98
Ilying-gang mppels .. 17
Apprentlee bridge carpentels 17
Junior storemen .. .. 5
Steno-typists .. 12

Railway Refreshment Rooms~
Males .. .. .. 38
Females .. .. .. 61
Total .. .. 974

It will be seen that we are doing scmething
for boys who wish to learn a trade. We
are always calling upon lads between certain
ages to become apprenticed to the various
trades, and to join the service in order that
they may become porters, cleaners, and
mechanies.

Much has been said about the overstaffing
of the railways. Before I resume my seat 1
propose to show that the railways are run as
cconomically to-day as they have ever bheen
run in the past. During 1937-38 we had
14,385 permanent male employees, 191 per-
manent female employees, and 441 gate-
keepers, malking 15,017 permanent employees.
If we add to this the 2,822 temporary
employees employed during that period, the
grand total for the ycar was 17,339,

At 30 June, 1932, there were only 15178
employees in the service. We have increased
the railway staff by 2,600 since then.

No doubt, a great deal will be said about
our action in inereasing fares and freights.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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I want to show what has been done since the
years 1914-15 in thig regard and to explain
the expense the Railway Department has becn
put to.

In 1914-15 the average amount paid to
railway employees in Queensland was £139
a year. The following table shows the lowest
wages payable in the different grades for
1914-15 and 1936-37:—

1914-15. 1936-37.
Per annum. Per annum.
£ £
Clerk .. .. 100 .. 211
Station-master .. 132 .. 285
Per day. Per day.

s. d. ) s. a.
Porter 7 6 14 11
Guard 8 3 17 5
Driver 9 9 18 &5
Fitter 7 9 19 5
Fettler 7 6 15 9

It will be noticed that a great inerease in
the remuneration of railway employees has
occurred. We should not be unmindful of
the fact that the cost of living has inecreased,
of course, but I am giving those figures for
the purpose of showmg that the increase in
fares and freights is not commensurate with
the increase in working expenses.

Coal in 1914-15 cost 10s. 5%d., as against
178, 103d. at the present time—an inecrease
of nearly 71 per cent.

These further figures should prove interest-
ing to hon. members:—

—— 1914~-15. 1036-37. 1937-39.
£ £ £
Revenue .. 3,882,003 | 6,049,677 | 7,254,388
Expenditure 2,401,679 | 5,335,373 | 5,754,509
Net Revenue 1,430,324 | 1,614,304 | 1,499,879
Percentage  Net
Revenus to
Capital Invested 4-083 ( 2446
on
unreduced
capital)

It is often contended that the railways are
over-staffed, but that is not so. It may be
contended that they are considerably under-
staffed if yon take the figures for 1914-15 as

a guide. The following are some compari-
sons:-—
1914-15.  1936-37.
Line miles . 4,838 6,497
Employees on full
time basis 12,488 15,560
Employees per mile 2.58 2.39

It will be seen that there were 8 per cent.
more cmployees per mile in 1914-15 than
to-day, notwithstanding the faet that hours
have been reduced from 48 to 44 and the
links have been completed from Rockhampton
to Mackay, Mackay to Proscrpine, Proserpine
to Townsville, and so on to Cairns. The staff-
ing figures show that the inercase is only what
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is neecessary for the carrying om of the rail-
ways.

The movement in fares during the same
period was as follows:
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TFARES.
Increase
Miles. 1914-15. | 1936-37, | Per Cent.
1936-37.
s d. 8 d.
First Single.

50 8 6 10 ¢ 26-4
100 16 0 20 0 25-0
200 31 0 37 0 19-8
400 58 2 68 0 16-8
500 71 4 82 0 14-9

Average per cent. increase 20-4
Second Single.

50 5 8 7 6 32-8
100 0 4 13 0 25-8
200 1, 9 24 0 21-5
400 .. .e 35 8 42 0 17-7
500 . e 43 2 50 0 15-8

Average per cent. increase 22-6
FREIGHTS.
Inerease
Miles, 1914-15. 1936-37. | Per Cent.,
1936-37.
s d. 8 d.
Minerals (Lowest).
100 8 9 12 6 42-8
200 15 © 21 8 44-4
300 . 19 2 256 0 304
400 23 4 31 8 357
500 27 6 36 8 33-3
Average per cent. increase 373
Merchandise (Highest).
100 . . 75 0 101 38 35-5
200 . .. 133 4 180 0 350
300 .. .. 191 8 236 8% 234
400 .. .. 200 0* 286 8% 183
500 .. .. 200 O* 236 8&* 183
Average per cent. increase .- 26-1

* These are maximum rates from coast to West.

It will be seen that the increase in fares
is from 20 per cent. to 22 per cent., and in
freights from 26 per cent. to 37 per cent., a
very moderate advance, indeed, ecompared
with the heavy increase in costs.

Excursion fares have also been reduced.
Women in the West may travel a distance of
483 miles for a return fare of 30s. We have
provided these very cheap fares to enable the
women to come to the coast.

Mr, Nimmo: They have to be members
of an association to get that conecession?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: Yes,
members of the Country Women’s Association.
That privilege was granted by the Labour
Government. The inerease in revenue from
fares and freights from 1914-15 to 1936-37
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was 81 per cent., whereas the increase in
railway wages and other expenses over the
same period was 122 per cent.

About 17 years ago a statistical office was
established in the department, and we are now
able to check every important aspeet of our
operations.

Comparisons are drawn month by month
and year by year with previous figures for the
same section or depot, and with the figures
for other divisions.

Records of late trains and their causes,
hot boxes, boiler and tube trouble, mechanical
failures, loads of trains in relation to trac-
tive capacity of the engimes, wagon loads,
engine, car, and wagon mileage, and ton mile-
age (ie., distance travelled multiplied by
tonnage conveyed), engine mileage per day,
average haul, analysis of driver’s time, coal
and oil econsumpticn, ticket collections, over-
time, cost of handling goods, performance of
employees in workshops and along the line—
these are only some of the more important of
the statistical comparisons that are considered
by committees ¢f principal administrative and
executive officers month by month.

A special train was built to the order of
the department for service on the Sunshine
Route from Brisbane to Cairns. It is
undeniably one of the finest tourist trains
of its kind to be found in Australia. We also
have constructed a large number of rail
motors. Our example in this respeet has been
emulated by other States. We have designed
an engine for these motor trains that will run
on crude oil. I am quite sure that the latest
model engines that will be placed in commis-
sion will be such as the department will not
only be proud of but will also meet with the
approbation of the general public.

Trains on the Western line have heen recon-
ditioned to permit passengers to travel to the
western areas in as much comfort and with
as little fatigue as possible. Many other
improvements have heen effected, and I am
hopeful that with the allocation of enough
loan money still greater work will be accom-
plished by the department.

The department had a very anxious time
during the period of the coal strike. It con-
centrated on fulfilling all essential services.
Tt is pleasing to note that many fine tributes
have been received by the department in con-
sequence. One letter, received from Mr.
T. C. P. Curlewis, Secretary of the Australian
Sugar Producers’ Association Limited, is
typical of them. It reads—

“¢“Dear Mr. Murton—

““Now that the coal strike appears to be
actnally over and ordinary conditions will
sooit obtain, T desire, on behalf of my mem-
bers, to place on record their appreciation
of the action ¢f yourself and members of
your steffs throughout the sugar distriets,
in keeping the conditions of sugar trans-
port so elose to nmormal.

““During the whole period of the coal
strike you must have had continuous worry
and anxiety, combined with many thankless
duties in restricting transport, and it is a
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matter for congratulation amongst the
business community of Queensland that you
have so successfully handied this and
another recent awkward position so satis-
factorily.

““With best wishes.”’

Mr, Maher: There is no question that
the Commissioner and his staff did excellent
work.

The MINISTER ¥OR TRANSPORT: I
am pleased to bear the hon. gentleman say
that.

Mr, Nimmo: Is that the only letter you
received?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: We
received many such letters.

Mr, Brand: The department had a big
job to do in the sugar distriets, and it did
its work very well.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: The
department specialised in keeping the essen-
tial services and seasonal industries going.
Mr. Murton is a very careful officer. Te
cannot be hustled. I1¢ takes his time when
deliberating on a matter and arrives at deei-
sions only after comsulting his staff. I am
pleased to have the opportunity of paying
this tribute to him. He is a first-class man.
T am pleased that the Government selected
a Queenslander like Mr. Murton for the
vacant Commissionership. Their policy 1n
that respeet varies from that followed in
the other States.

T also desire to commend the work of
those officers who had the task of organising
supplies of wood fuel during the coal §tr1ke.
They did their work excellently, and did not
spare themselves in the discharge of duty to
keep the big railway system operating 1n
the public interests.

It is fitting that T should also commend
the work of the ex-Commissioner, Mr. David-
son. He displayed special ability and ably
discharged the duties of his office. He knew
his work in every detail, and whether he was
right or wrong he was not afraid to express
his opinion on any subjeet.

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) (12 noon):
Tt is rather a pity that when these important
departmental Estimates are before the Com-
mittee the departmental report, which serves
as a guide to hon. members, is not available.

The Minister for Transport: I forgot
to mention that it will be here by Friday.

Mr. MAHER: It is not quite fair that
such reports should arrive after the Estimates
have been discussed. After all, the country
is put to eonsiderable expense in the prepara-
tion of these reports, and it is only reason-
able that they should be available for study
during the current session so that hon. mem-
hers may have an opportunity to peruse them
and earefully dissect figures, and so draw
conclusions that may be of vital public
importanee.

The Railway Department losses cost the tax-

payers approximately £1,500,000 each year,
and it is essential that the report of the
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Commissioner should be available to Parlia-
ment before the Railway Estimates are dealt
with. One of the faults of the present
Government is that these reports are not
speeded up in time to reach Parliament while
the Estimates are under consideration. When
the Minister tells me it is going to be here
on Friday, I am reminded of the saying about
closing the stable door after the horse is gone.

The Minister for Transport: It would
have been here last week but for the trouble
that was in progress a few weeks ago.

Mr. MAHER: Parliament should have
the report so that we can deal with it during
the current session. We are entitled to have
the reports in order that we ean discuss the
Estimates intelligently. This delay in sub-
mitting departmental reports to Parliament
is a difficulty affecting all Ministers.

I take the opportunity of congratulating
Mr. Murton on his appointment to the office
of Commissioner for Railways. I think the
Government made an cxccllent choice when
they selected him to fill the vacancy caused by
the retirement of Mr. Davidson. Mr. Murton
has served for a long time in the Queensland
railways and he has had the benefit of a long
association with a capable Commissioner in
Mr. Davidson. I have had many dealings
with Mr. Murton, and he is an excellent man;
e is fair, honest, and just, and he is an
excellent figure to be at the head of the
department.

It is a great pity, as I see things, that
under present conditions the Commissioner,
no matter how ecapable he is, is largely in
the hands of the Government. He is told
by the Industrial Court what wages he has
to pay, and he is told by the Government what
fares and freights he shall charge, and that
makes the position of the Commissioner
an extremely diffieult ome. At any rate, I
wish Mr. Murton a very agreeable term as
Commissioner.

According to the Auditor-General’s report
the financial operations of this department
for the year 1937-38 resulted in a net loss of
£129,091 5s. 1d. The previous year showed
a profit of £7,871 8s. 2d. Without doubt
the loss is very heavy, but it is in keeping
with the results of all other finaneial opera-
tions of the present Government. The expen-
diture always outruns the receipts. That
relationship is reflected in the Budget each
year. According to the report of the Auditor-
General, expenses were £419,000 greater than
those of the previous year. The basic wage
increase accounts for £161,000, but expen-
diture in other directions has outrun receipts
by £258,000.

Of course, it is difficult for me to discover
the reason for this inerease in expenditure.
Obviously, even after Parliament has provided
for a reduction of the capital indebtedness
and given the Railway Department an oppor-
tunity to pay interest, it is still unable to
do so. When virtually half of the total
invested in the railway system has been written
off to enable the Minister and his officers to
meet its interest obligations, there should be
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some very earnest effort on their part to main-
tain that position, and it is, therefore, regret-
table that the department has to admit to a
loss of £129,000 for last year.

Mr. Bedford: How many times have you
asked for a reduction of fares and freights?

Mr., MAHER: The Moore Government
gave a reduction, but it is rather remarkable
that the Government the hon. member for
Warrego so enthusiastically supports increased
fares and freights to the extent of £325,000.
Despite the inereased revenue thus made avail-
able to the Government we still find the
great loss of £129,000 in the Railway Depart-
ment for the past finaneial year.

I impress upon the Committce my true
appreciation of the great serviee that the
rallway system is rendering to Queensland and
%t may be advisable to meet such a loss, as we
have to do, by the writing off of substantial
payments to the Treasury each year and tak-
ing taxation receipts to make up the differ-
ence. Be this as it may, we eannot run up
huge annual losses indefinitely.

To meet this position the Government have
decided on a 53 per cent. increase in fares and
freights as from 1 November next and esti-
mate that this will return £266,000 for the
current year. I emphasise that this means
an increase in receipts of £400,000 per annum.
The percentage inecrease in fares and freights
becomes operative as from 1 November, and is
estimated to produce £266,000 for the remain-
der of the current year. It involves a sum of
£400,000 a year, which is a very high tax on
the users of the railway service.

‘When discussing the Financial Statement
I took some trouble to emphasise to the
Treasurer what the effect of these recurring
inereases in the service of the Railway Depart-
ment might be. The Minister must be seized
of the importance of the challenge that is
made to railway transport by flying boats,
fast aeroplanes, motor trucks, utility trucks,
motor cars in general, and other forms of
competitive fransport. Within reason the
Minister should endeavour to protect the
department against this competition.

I have some understanding of the value of
the splendid services that are rendered by the
Railway Department to those who live in
the rural areas of the State. Stockowners
are benefited greatly by the services it gives.
Moreover, the railways can give services that
motor truecks cannot give. Therefore, do not
let us do anything that is going to drive
away the customers of the department. Any
increase in fares and freights obviously tends
to do that.

If pcople find that a motor truek can give
a cheaper serviee, even though they may be
loyal to the Railway Department up to a
point, they are inclined to observe the die-
tates of economy. If they can get transport
a shade cheaper by patronising the motor
trucks, and such a desertion of the railways
becomes general, its rivals ecan cat very con-
siderably into the railway revenuc.

These 5% per cent. inereases in fares and
freights, involving another £400,000 a year,
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when added to the £325,000 a year—whiclk
was the figure in 1932—make a total of nearly
£750,000 that the customers of the Railway
Department have had to shoulder in a period
of six years.

The Government may feel justified in their
actions, but, after all, results are what count.
I believe that it would be better to exercise
prudent control over expenditure. I believe
that by this means it might have been possible
to obviate the meed for any heavy increase
in charges.

The whole question boils down to ome of
control of expenditure. If the greatest
possible business prudence is not exercised
in the expenditure of any. department of
State it is obvious that it can get out of
hand. Those who have had some experience
of business know the truth of that only too
well.

I desire to refer to a matter that was
dealt with by me when discussing the
Financial Statement. I refer now to the
use of ecattle wagons at Wallangarra when
it is intended to tranship fat stock into New
South Wales wagons for transport to the
Homebush markets. A very serious principle
is involved, and I was astonished to find
that the Railway Department had interfered
with the destination of stock by using its
powers to refuse wagons to those owners who
desired to send their stock to Wallangarra.

The coal strike cannot be used as an
excuse because the stockowners concerned
were told that wagons were available to
transport their stock to either the Cannon Hilk
meatworks or the Wallangarra meatworks.

At that time the price of fat stock at
Homebush was remarkably high—at least £3
a head above Cannon Hill prices. Therefore,
a good profit was offering to cattle buyers at
Cannon Hill who bought cattle here and sent
them on to the Southern market. The stock-
owners desired to take advantage of that
highly profitable Sydney market, but were
prevented by an unwarranted action on the
part of the Railway Department. Such an
interference with their rights should not be
permitted by any Minister or by Parliament.

I assume that the Commissioner would not
take the responsibility of that action of his
own free will—he would have a higher regard
for his office than to interfere with the free
flow of stock across the border—and therefore
I can come to no other conclusion than that
he acted on the instructions of the Govern-
ment, The question involved employment at
Cannon Hill meatworks, and no doubt that
was the prime consideration with the Govern-
ment. That is all very well, but stockowners,.
under any fair system of government, are net
going to be prevented from taking advantage
of a profitable market in any other State.

Australia is one country, and fo set up &
diffieulty at the border restrains free trade
between the States. I hold the Government
answerable for what oceurred. The action of
the department is highly reprehensible, and
I hope we have seen the last of instructions
Ly the Government to the Comnissioner for
Railways to interfere in matters of this kind.
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The action of the Commissioner, in my judg-
ment, without the siightest doubt, represents
a breach of the Commonwealth Constitution.
If Pariiament admits a principle of that
kind, where is it going to end?

It must be remembered that the New South
Wales Commissioner for Railways was willing
to provide wagons at Wallangarra to take
this stock through. No doubt he became
aware of what was happening, and it is not
withont significance that very shortly after-
wards we read in the newspapers that the
Railway Department of New South Wales
refused to provide wagons to carry the car-
easses of the cattle from Cannon Hill to
Sydney. In other words, they argued that
if the Queensland department prevented
cattle from going through, they would pre-
vent the carcasses from going through.

Mr. Walsh: It would be typical of the
New South Wales Government.

Mr. MAHER: Provocation breeds retalia-
tion. The Queensland Railway Department
provoked the New South Wales Railway
Department, and that was the result.

It is the stockowner who suffers from
such a monstrous action on the part of the
Government. The ecattle industry has gone
through a period of great difficuity because
of low prices. Now, when conditions are
a little better, we find a Government
department using its power to restrain a
stockowner from sending his fat cattle to
a profitable New South Wales market. He
was told that he could have wagons to take
his ecattle to the meatworks at Wallangarra
or to Cannon Hill, but he could mnot have
them to take them over the border into New
South Wales. That practice must be stopped.

The Minister for Transport: What was
the name of that cattle man?

Mr. MAHER: There is just one other
matter that I should like to make reference
to and it relates to proposals recently made
for the defence of this country, which include
a road from Goondiwindi to Central Queens-
land. At first sight, the Premier appeared
to favour such a course, and I understand
that in military circles a connection between
Goondiwindi and a point in Central Queens-
land is regarded as imperative. I submit
that it would be far more to the point from
the points of view of both defence and the
development of Queensland to build a railroad
rather than a main road.

All military experts will agree that you
can move troops far more readily by a rail-
way than by road. Big guns can be moved
far more readily and rapidly by rail than
by road. There is this other very important
question to be considered, that if we were
invaded at some future time we might find
ourselves seriously short of the fuel for
motor tramsport on the roads, whereas we
should have mno shortage of coal for loeco-
motives. Looking at the matter by and large,
it seems to me that the case for a railway
is very strong indeed, and from the mil-
tary point of view, a road is not half so
attractive as a railway.
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Then there is the question of the develop-
ment of Queensland. The belt of country
from Goondiwindi north to Miles and through
Wandoan and Taroom to Springsure repre-
sents some of the very best to be found in
Queensland. It is in the safe rainfall belt,
and it is only partly developed, but there
is scope for enormous development, and even-
tually it is going to carry a very big popu-
lation in this State. Therefore, railway
transport is essential for stockowners and
for general developmental purposes.

Taking these two aspects into aceount, if
money is to be provided for major defenee
and developmental works in Queensland and
it is intended that there should be an impor-
tant means of transport, it would be better
to construet a railway than a road.

The Commonwealth proposals provide for
the duplication of certain railways in New
South Wales, but with all due respeet to the
Commonwealth’s idea I think that would be
a waste of public money, especially as to-day
there is railway communication from Sydney
to Brisbane via Kyogle, from Sydney to Bris-
bane via Wallangarra, from Sydney to Queens-
land via Moree and Boggabilla and from
Sydney to Queensland via Moree and Mun-
gindi—four good railway lines by which
troops could be transported quicker than by
a main road.

With a road congestion would occur at the
New South Wales-Queensland border. We
should have no means of quickly moving
troops west of the Main Dividing Range into
the Central district. That is why I say that,
looking at the matter from the national
aspect, a duplication of railways in New
South Wales where there are already numer-
ous connecting links to Queensland, would
be a waste of Australian money. Where we
have to attack the problem is in Queens-
land, because a congestion of troops would
occur at the Queensland border.

It is highly desirable to construct a stra-
tegic railway serving the dual purpose of
defence and developmental needs, commenecing
from any point on the border that may be
decided on. I merely mentioned Goondi-
windi, as that point was selected by the mili-
tary authorities, and was mentioned by the
Premier in his remarks recently. Such a
strategic railway should run from Goondi-
windi to Miles, conneect with the railway
from Miles to Wandoan, and thence go to
Springsure to conneet with the Springsure-
Emerald branch of the main central railway.
It would be an excellent work to proceed
with.

(Time expired.)

Mr. LARCOMBE (Rockhampton) (12.26
p.m.): The discussion of the respective merits
of a road or a railway in the hinterland fo
serve defence and developmental purposes is
rather premature. We must first coneentrate
on inducing the Federal Government to change
their defence policy in relation to Queens-
land, and to end their boycott of Queens-
land in allocation of money for a planned
defence policy. The Federal Government, in
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their present mood, will construct neither
railway mnor road in Queensland, notwith-
standing the vital importance of Queensland
from the viewpoint of national defence.

The Leader of the Opposition spoke very
fluently and excitedly about the action of the
Railway Department in withholding trucks
during the time of the coal strike. He built
his argument on the unwarranted assump-
tion that the Government had improperly
instructed the department to do something
that was unconstitutional and improper.
That is an unfair and unwarranted assump-
tion, The whole inference, the whole of his
deductions and arguments, fall to the ground
because they were built upon that unwar-
ranted and improper assumption.

Mr. Brand: Would the Government not
have to instruct the Commissioner?

Mr. LARCOMBE: The department was
faced with a very difficult position during the
coal strike, It had to withhold trucks not
only from prospective interstate railers, but
from Queensland railers also. There was a
general dislocation and general slowing down
of the railway facilities, owing to the danger
of a serious shortage of eoal stocks.

Mr. Bedford: 1t was very well handled
by the department.

Mr. LARCOMBE: It was very well
handled, as the hon. member for Warrego
remarks. The letter read by the Minister was
only one of many such letters the department
veceived, It is a tribute to the administra-
tion of the department, and shows that it
carried out its duty very well during that
difficult and trying period.

The Minister made a very interesting
speech, and gave the Committee a great deal
of useful information. He also cited statis-
tical summaries that will be very useful to
hon. members and the public generally in
their endeavour to assess the value of the
railway service. It is evidence of an irre-
futable nature. Hon. members should peruse
it.

With the Leader of the Opposition and
the Minister, I desire to congratulate the
present Commissioner on his elevation to the
high office he now occupies. He has fairly
earned the blue riband of the railway service.
As Seeretary for Railways for many years, I
had the opportunity of working closely with
Mr. Murton. I ean endorse every word said
by the Minister and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion coneerning him. He has a very fine
personality, and devotes his life almost wholly
to the service. He has very few interests out-
side the department and his own home. He
is the type of public servant who make a
success of a State enterprise. He richly
deserved promotion to the position he oecu-
pies, and I wish him well during the currency
of his term.

The Minister, the Commissioner, and their
staff are to be congratulated on the
excellent results shown for 1937-38. These
were attained under very difficult circum-
stances.
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The consideration of Railway Estimates
provides Parliament with an excellent oppor-
tunity to ponder over at least five important
points. They are—

1. The immense value of our railways.

2. The magnitude of the task with which
railway administrators in Queensland are
faced.

3. The operations of the railway service.
4. The results achieved by our railways.
5

. The best method of solving railway
problems.

We should concentrate upon those impor-
tant points during the discussion on Railway
Estimates, and we should undertake that task
in a non-party way. Unfortunately, we do
not do it. Hon. members on both sides are
infected with the virus of party polities so
that the cursed canker of party discussion
intrudes into the debate on Railway Estimates
as well as on other Estimates.

BMr. Dart: Why not set a good example?

Mr. LARCOMBE : I only reply in a party
political strain after a diseussion has been
carried on in that spirit. I am always pre-
pared to consider problems on a wider basis.

In the discussion on railways from the
viewpoint of party politics, unfortunately,
very often the immense value of the railways
and the splendid work of the administration
is buried under an avalanche of ecriticism,
abuse, attack, and sophistry. There is not
enough intellectual honesty or Christian
charity in our debates. I listen to the prayer
Mr. Speaker reads each morning, and later I
listen to speeches delivered by hon. members
opposite, and the contrast at times makes me
very sad. I hope my little homily will be
taken to heart by hon. members opposite,
because they are the worst offenders of all
parties in this Chamber.

Mr.
precept.

Mr. LARCOMBE: It is surprising to me
the hon. member did not reeognise that during
the period from 1929 to 1932. TIe utterly
failed to do so. ILike one of Shakespeare’s
charaeters, he would rather teach 20 what
would be better to be done than to be one
of the 20 and follow his own advice.

Russell: Practice is better than

I am going to act on the suggestion of
the hon. member for Wynnum and briefly dis-
cuss the railways from the viewpoint of non-
party polities. I wish to mention some of
the problems of the department that I think
should ke considered. First of all, there is
the large area of Queensland, 670,500 square
miles, to be served by our railway system.
Cempare that enormous area with the area of
Vietoria, which is less than 89,000 square
miles, and remember that New South Wales
is less than half the size of this State.

It may be said that Western Australia
represents a very mueh larger area, but if
one looks at the map one will see that just a
fringe of the territory in that State is served
by railways, whereas here the whole of the
three divisions are fairly well settled, and we
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have splendid railway systems running out
from coast to the west in the centre, in
south, and in the north. So no comparison
lies between Queensland and Western Aus-
tralia,

We also know our railways run over an
enormous distanece. One ecan travel from
Dajarra in the North to Quilpie in the South-
West, a distance of over 2,000 miles, in one
continuous train journey. That indiecates the
immense task we have in Quecnsland in run-
ning our railways and running them properly.

The paucity of population—approximately
1,000,000 persons in a State of the area I
have already mentioned—is another handicap.
In Queensland cver 47 per cent. of the rail-
ways are beyond a 500-mile radins of the
capital. That is a point that must be kept
in mind when assessing the value of railway
work and the results of railway administra-
tion in Queensland. In New Sonth Wales T
think the proporticn is 7} per cent., and in
Western Australia about 10 per cent.

We in Queensland are suffering from what
may be termed immediate over-capitalisation
on the basis of unreduced capital. Railways
have been construeted that will not show the
best results for some years to come, but they
are opening up the country. The department
has built for the future as well as for the
present. The indirect result is good to-day,
and will be immensely greater in the future.
The Commission on the Monetary and Banking
Systems in its report referred to the immense
indirect advantage of loan expenditure on
railways. As Secretary for Railways, I often
made use of the term ‘‘the law of indirect
advantage.”’ That term was attacked by
hon. members opposite at the time, but to-day
we have such a high authority as the Commis-
sion on the Monetary and Banking Systems
emphasising the importance of that law.

The Queensland railway system is faced
with keen competition from shipping, motor,
and aerial transport. Of course, this is not
confined to Queensland, but that does not
make our problem any easier, and it is one
of the outstanding problems that the depart-
ment has to face.

One mnaturally turns from problems to
methods of solution. The stating of problems
is much easier than solving them, but it is
good to set them down and dwell upon them
for in that way solution often becomes easier.
‘We are on the right road to at least a partial
solution of our problems if we only view
them in proper prospecetive and give them
due consideration.

There are several factors upon which rail-
way suceess depends and the outstanding are—

1. Capable management by railway
administrators and the fullest eo-operation
of all railway employees.

2. The closest co-operation of the business
community and the general public in the
use of the railways they own.

3. An effective fight against motor, ship-
ping, and aerial transport competition.

4, A larger population utilising to the
fullest extent the railway service of the
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State (which has provided for the future
needs of Queensland as well as its imme-
diate requirements).

5. Effective protection and encouragement
of primary and of secondary industries in
Queensiand.

6. Reasonable markets and prices over-
seas for Queensland products.

7. Good seasons (for without the bounty
of nature railway traffic must be low).

Some of these factors are within the con-
trol of the Railway Department and the
Government of the State. Others are mnot.
It is the duty of the Government and the
department to concentrate upon the problems
within their power of solving and so render
the best possible serviee to Queensland.

And this problem is not only one for the
Government or the Railway Department, but
for the Opposition and for the people of
the State. The welfare of all of us is
bound up with the success or failuie of the
railway system. We are all involved in the
results that accrue, because if the railways
fail taxation becomes higher—the taxpayers
must suffer.

There is a direet and definite relationship
between Government policy and railway
policy, Government finance and railway
results, and if we are to obtain the best
results there must be a greater railway pride
and patriotism, greater recognition of the
great service rendered by the department, and
greater co-operation between the public and
the department to obtain the best possible
railway results.

Party political acrimony has been intro-
duced into the discussion with the object of
secoring politieally, but at the same time it
defames an important service of the State.

T desire to refer briefly to the remarks
made by the Leader of the Opposition upon
various phases of the Railway Department’s
activities. His noble soul was in great
anguish, apparently, because there is a rail-
way defieit. One would think that the hon.
gentleman had never heard of a railway
deficit. Why, he and his party were respon-
sible for both railway and general deficits
when they were in power. They have never
been responsible for one surplus.

The Minister has pointed out that there
have been four railway surpluses under the
Labour Government, aggregating £720,165.
There were only two deficits amounting to
£2406,842, leaving a mnet surplus of £473,323.
What is the hon. gentleman complaining
about?

The Leader of the Opposition eomplained
last week about the one-eyed motorist, and
he spoke about the severc penalty that he
would impose upon such an offender. But
the onc-cyed motorist is not nearly so dan-
gerous as the omne-eyed critic.  The hon.
gentleman is a one-cyed critic. He takes the
deficit for one year only and does not say
anything about the railway surpluses that have
been made sinece the present Government have
been in office,
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Then, too, there can he no doubt that this
Government have given very valuable coneces-
sions, amounting to more than £1,000,000
since 1932, to the producers of this State.
Under the Moore Government, there were huge
slashing of wages and salaries, widespread
pooling, wholesale retrenchment, omission to
effect repairs to rvolling-stock, running of
the rolling-stock off its wheels, and depletion
of stores, and yet there was a huge defieit.

hese facts discredit the criticism of the
Leader of the Opposition. The hon. gentle-
man’s complaint is discredited when one
considers that he was a member of the Govern-
ment under whieh these undesirable results
occurred. In view of these facts one must
admit that the results achieved under the
present Administration sinee 1932 are indeed
commendable.

I do not want to emphasise the party
political spirit in this discussion this morn-
ing, but the Leader of the Opposition intro-
duced this spirit, and I want to remind him of
what an anti-Labour Brisbane Press said
about the Moore Government and the railway
defieit in 1931, In the ‘‘Telegraph’’ of 2
July, 1931, the following statement was
published :—

¢‘The annual deficits have been just about
as large on the average as were made
before, while the railways are performing a
smaller value of service to the community.
As usual the prinecipal baneful influence on
the Treasury accounts is traceable to the
Railway Department.”’

T admit that it is good to endcavour to
balanee the railway budget now that the capi-
talisation has been reduced by £28,000,000.
The position was entirely different previously
with the enormous -capitalisation of this
department, capitalisation that in some cases
should have been spread over the Departments
of Public Lands and Agriculture and Stock
and other depariments of State. Now that
we have written off £28,000,000 from the eapi-
tal debt of the railways we should endeavour
to balance the railway accounts.

One remarkable feature about the criticism
of the Leader of the Opposition is that while
he is constantly criticising any deficiency in
the railway accounts he complains about the
policy pursued by the Government in increas-
ing fares and freights. e cannot have it
both ways. If the hon. gentleman wants the
railway budget balanced he must allow the
department, and the Government, to take the
steps that are deemed necessary to balanece it.
He wants the budget balanced and at the
same time he complains about inercases in
iares and freights.

Mr, Dart: Any Government can balance
the budget by taxation.

Mr. LARCOMBE:
can lightly eritieise,

And any Opposition

There is a tendency for hon. members
opposite, in a spirit of mock sympathy for
the rallway men, to castigate the Government
for failing to restore more quickly salary
cuts that they themselves made. When the
cuts are partly restored they complain.
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The position in regard to motor transport
competition has certainly improved. The
figures show that goods and livestock and
the passengers carried have both increased.

Myr. Massey: The more they increase, the
higher are the fares and freights.

Mr. LARCOMBE: I am dealing with
another phase of the eriticism of the Leader
of the Opposition, who suggested that the
motor-transport competition is a serious
challenge to the railways. Of eourse it is,
and we should concentrate upon meeting it.
Under Labour policy the department is carry-
ing on a very successful fight against that
competition. When the hon. gentleman’s party
were in power there was a reduction of over
700,000 tons in goods and livestoek earried
between 1929-30 =2nd 1931-32, and a redue-
tion of 4,000,000 passenger journeys. Why
did not the Leader of the Opposition and his
party follow their own adviee and endeavour
to fight motor-transport competition when
they had the chance? Admitting that there
was a depression, still there should not have
been that tremendous drop in the traffie
carried.

The present Government’s splendid manage-
ment and the eapable and courageous fight
against motor-transport eompetition are
reflected in these figures—

Tonnage of goods and livestock carried.

1931-32 3,836,000
1937-38 5,000,683
Increase 1,164,683

Mr., Plunkett: The present year is a
prosperous year.

Mr. LARCOMBE: The increase is too
great to be acecounted for other than by
Government policy. As the ‘‘Telegraph’
itself said, this Government have helped to
lift the depression in Queensland. We restored
purchasing power and we restored confidence
and we improved the position of the Railway
Department very greatly, so that in addition
to the inecrease of over 1,000,000 tons in goods
and livestock carried since 1932, there has
been an inecrease in the passenger journeys,
as these figures indicate—

1931-32 20,695,000
1937-38 25,601,000
Increase .. 4,906,000

Those are rather remarkable figures. ¢‘Fax
is fax,’’ said Josh Billings, and these are
powerful and irrefutable facts that reflect
credit on the Government’s policy.  They
show, also, that the Railway Department is
well managed and is gaining lost ground and
fighting motor transport ecompetition very
capably. While the Leader of the Opposi-
tion is within his rights in diseussing motor
transport competition, I do not think that his
remarks were fair.

The present Government have shown ecom-
mendable restraint and have kept railway
expenditure within reasonable bounds, partly
because of Government policy and partly
because of the care the administrative heads
have exercised. The increase in expenditure



1244 Supply.

between 1931-32 and 1937-38 was £1,401,500,

and the inerease in revenue was £1,339,390.
Those figures disclose an increase in expen-

diture over revenue of only £62,110, and that

after the great task that the Railway Depart-

ment had to face in the past three years.
(Time expired.)

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) (12.51 p.m.): I
listened to the Minister’s apology this morn-

ing for the failure of this department, and .

also to the hon. member for Rockhampton.

At the outset I should like to say that the
hon. member for Rockhampton is on the wrong
track in endeavouring to put any blame on
the TFederal Government for boyeotting
Queensland, as he puts it, in reference to
defence. We know that the smoke screen put
up by the Premier and his friends to cover
up his real purpose is intended to conceal
his designs on the Federal leadership. There-
fori, any stick is good enough to beat a dog
with.

The whole motive underlying the recent
agitation against the Federal Government was
an attempt to belittle them. I have no doubt
that the authorities on defence will disclose
their plans in due course, but I am not pre-
pared to admit that even the Premier or
members of his Cabinet are experts in matters
of defence. There is no doubt that the State
railways will play a very important part in
this programme.

There is one part of the defence programme
that is deserving of very great consideration,
and that is the unification of the gauges.
That certainly is a very ambitious scheme, and
one that will involve a very large sum of
money. It seems that no defence plan in
Australia would be complete unless the rail-
ways were unified, unless there was a uniform
gauge throughout the Commonwealth to permit
of the quick transport of troops in times of
emergency. There is no doubt, also, that if
that scheme was put into operation it would
mean the employment of a large number of
men, in accordance with a long-range policy.

I go even further than that. I am omne
of those who believe that it would be advan-
tageous to both Commonwealth and States if
the whole of our railways systems were under
one control. By those means we should elimi-
nate all possibility of friction between State
and State by preventing any one State from
using its railways to defeat the objects of the
Commonwealth Constitution, which provides
for the free flow of traffic between State and
State. I am not a unificationist by any means,
but I think the time has arrived when the
whole of our railways systems should be
placed under one control. It would stop a
great deal of log rolling, and certainly stop
the control of this department by the unions.
It would also give greater power to the man
in charge of our railway system. Under the
Moore regime we endeavoured to invest the
Commissicner with greater power than the
Commissioner has to-day.

We cannot deny that the Railway Depart-
ment is under the domination of the Cabinet,
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and in that domination the union interests are
paramount. I should like to see the Com-
missioner given greater power in the control
of this very large department, except, of
course, that no Government would be prepared
to forgo the control of policy. The Govern-
ment, as the custodians of the public purse,
must exercise the power of veto over every
department, but that would not prevent the
Commissioner’s being endowed with greater
powers than he has to-day.

Mr. Walsh: Some people complain that
he has too great a power, and you are one
of those.

Mr. RUSSELL: The Commissioner has
not enough power. That applies not only to
the Commissioner but to most of our other
departmental heads. They had greater free-
dom under the Moore Administration than
they have to-day. We recognised that if a
good man was placed in a prominent position
he must be given a free hand, the Govern-
ment exercising the power of veto in relation
to policy only. The tendency of the present
controllers of office is to have these men
holding down important positions and dancing
to the tune played by Cabinet. That obtains
to-day in every State department.

I, in common with others who preceded
me, desire to econgratulate Mr. Murton on
his elevation to the responsible position of
Commissioner. The Railway Department has
produced some very fine men as Commis-
sioners.  Mr. Murton had a long training
under responsible men in the department, and
although his appointment came to him late
in life I feel certain that he will discharge
hig impertant dulies with honour to the
position and credit to himself and the State.

The railways are one of the few enter-
prises controlled by the State.  While I
believe that an important utility such as
the railways should be controlled by the
State there is no excuse for running them
by loose methods, or with undue political
control. = For many years the Railway
Department has been bolstered up by penalis-
ing legislation against other forms of
transport. It is about time that they showed
better results. '

In 1931 the capital indebtedness of the
railways was reduced by £28,000,000. It was
felt by the Moore Government that the depart-
ment should have an opportunity to show
that it could meet the commitments that
could reasonably be charged against it. That
sum represented the part of the capital that
we considered had been absolutely lost. We
thought that if we reduced the capital cost
the railways would certainly pay their way.

It was expeeted that by relieving them of
this large amount, entailing a big reduetion
in interest, we should enable the sysicm to—

(1) Meet out of the earnings all Working

expenses and the interest on the reduced
capital;

(2) Set aside annually out of the nctt

profit for renewals and replacements a

sum equal to 1 per cent. of the capital
indebtedness;
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(3) Reducing gradually the written-off
capital of £2§,000,000;
(4) Provide a sinking fund of 3s. per cent.
on the reduced capital.

Tf we analyse the returns for the last seven
years ended 30 June, 1938, we find that none
of these things has been achieved.

I rvegret very much ‘that hon. members
have not had the advantage of reading the
report of the Commissioner for Railways for
last year. I might supplement the rema}‘ks
of the Leader of the Opposition by saying
that the Government should make a feature
every year of seeing that reports of every
department are presented before the Estimates
are discussed in this Chamber.

Tet us analyse the position during the last
seven years ended June, 1938, a period after
the reduction in capital in 1931 by

£28,000,000. After paying working expenses,
maintenance, and interest on the reduced
capital, the sum of £720,165 has been cre-

dited to the Railway Remewals and Replace-
ments Reserve Fund. Section 6 of The Rail-
way (Capital Indebtedness) Reduetio‘n Act
of 1931 provides that the net profit in any
year to the extent of 1 per cent. of the
adjusted capital indebtedness, and any fur-
ther sums necessary to make up for deficien-
cies in this connection during previous years,
shall be credited to that fund at the Trea-
sury. A profit was made for the years
1932-33, 1933-34, 1934,35, but there was no
profit in 1935-36. In 1936-37 there was a
profit but none last year, 1937-38, despite the
fact that the earnings for that year, accord-
ing to the Auditor-General’s report, were the
greatest during that sevem-year period.

Tt must also be remembered that in accord-
ance with the Act I have referred to, during
the first four years any excess profits remain-
ing after making the full provision of 1 per
cent. on the adjusted eapital indebtedness for
renewals shall be devoted to reducing the
written-off eapital of £28,000,000. The Act
also provides that as from 1 July, 1935, a
sinking fund at the rate of 5s. per centum

er annum of the adjusted capital shall be
established for writing off the reduced loan
indebtedness.  Like the foregoing provision
for reducing -the written-off capital, the
annual sinking fund contribution is condi-
tional on ability to make full provision from
net profits for the statutory requirements on
account of renewals and replacements.

These provisions have not been observed
because the railways did not have profits to
be allocated for the purpose of reducing the
capital indebtedness or providing for the
sinking fund. If we make allowanee in
accordance with the Act for the maximum
provision for renewals and replacements,
amounting over the period to £2,624,750—
after providing that and a few minor adjust-
ments, there is a deficit in the account of
£1,630,160.

Those figurcs show a very disastrous state
of affairs. It was assumed that by writing
down the ecapital indebtedness by £28,000,000
in 1931 the railways would have a fair chance
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of meeting their commitments, but the deficits
over the period have recached £1,630,160.

The time is ripe for a thorough overhaul
of the whole system in order to ascertain
what is hampering the department and pre-
venting it from paying its way, as it was
expected in 1931 that it would. When we
consider that the sum of £28,000,000 was
written off and the capital indebtedness
reduced to a level commensurate with a fair
value of the enterprise, it is remarkable that
we have such cologsal deficits.

I am not prepared to listen to all the
excuses that have been offered here this
morning. There is something radically wrong
with the administration of the Railway
Department. Whether it is due to political
control or some other eause I am not pre-
pared to say at thiz juncture.

The time has arrived for an overhaul of the
whole system to see if it cannot be put in a
better position. Too mueh complacency is
displayed by the Government. Certainly, the
system has been a very valuable adjunct to
the settlement of the land, but the time has
arrived when it should pay its way.

I am not one of those prepared to sit back
and regard the position as beyond remedy, nor
can I subseribe to the Government policy of
the penalisation of other forms of transport
to bolster up the railways. When we observe
the tremendous development that has taken
place in motor and aerial transport, it behoves
the Government to take immediate steps to
see that this department, at any rate, pays its
way, and that it is not, as it is to-day, a
tremendous charge on the Treasury. The
department is a veritable sink for the expen-
diture of a large amount of money. Greater
facilities must be offered in order to capture
a good deal of the lost trade. Whilst I do
not believe in the penalisation of other forms
of transport, I earnestly advocate a properly
co-ordinated system of transport whereby to
each section will be allotted its fair share in
community service,

At the same time, we must not lose sight
of the fact that the railways must play a lead-
ing role in the traffic requirements of Queens-
land. They have played a very big part in
the past, and should play a bigger part in the
future. There is no intention on our part,
in advoeating a system of co-ordinated trans-
port, to oust the railways from their legiti-
mate field. Many radical reforms are neces-
sary, and we must take as an example other
countries of the world where similar problems
have existed, but have been solved satisfae-
torily.

Despite our boast that our railways compare
favourably with those of other States and
countries, we are far behind the times. The
speeds of trains arc too low. The delays are
too great, particularly when one considers the
slow speeds maintained on our branch lines.
If one wishes to journey to, say, Proston, it
takes one almost a day and a-half by rail—I
may be exaggerating a little—but one can
travel the distance by motor car in one-third of
the time. The convenicnce of the public is para-
mount, and no system should be bolstered np
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by the Government fo the detriment of publie

convenience. That should be the keynote of
any policy of transport. We want speedier
trains.

‘With all due deference to the Minister, who
extolled the beauty and the efficiency of our
Sunshine Express, I do not think that it is
very pleasureable to travel on that train in
the depth of our summer. It is a good train,
but it is not up to date. If we desire to retain
and expand our passenger traffic we must offer
greater facilities to the travelling public.

There is mno reason why we should not
adopt air-econditioning in all our passenger
trains., I know that would be an expensive
item, but unless we do the travelling public
will not be prepared to avail themselves of
the railway services. It has been done in
other parts of the world. We have only to
compare our system with that of South Africa,
where, on a narrow gauge, one of the finest
trains in the world travels at a very high
rate of speed.

Surely we can do in Queensland what they
have done in South Africa? That is one
means that I suggest of getting greater
passenger traffic for our railways.

It is noteworthy that in Queensland we
have the smallest suburban traffic of all the
States of the Commonwealth. In the other
States the railways are used extensively for
the carriage of passengers between suburbs
and cities. It cannot be denied that in
Queensland adequate facilities for suburban
traffic are not provided. The age of steam
as a means of locomotion in suburban traffic
has long passed, and the time is not far
distant when the whole of our suburban
system will have to be electrificd. We could
set about the eleetrification of our suburban
system by spreading the expenditure over a
period of years, so that the finances of the
State will not be seriously hampered. Unless
we do that we canmnot expeet the suburban
traffic to be profitable, in Brisbane at any
rate. Unless some change is made in the
present system, our suburban traffie will con-
tinue to be unprofitable when it should really
be a means of earning a good deal of payable
revenue for the State.

Another matter that is agitating the public
mind is the dangerous level crossings in and
around the city of Brisbane. In a thickly
populated eentre like the city of Brisbane
these crossings are an anachronism and quite
out of step with the times. We have the
famous level cressing at Woolloongabba,
another at Bowen Bridge, and a third at
Clayfield, all dangerous. These crossings are
hamperiug the free flow of traffic and eausing
a good deal of delay to the people who use
the roads. The idea of eliminating them
has been turned down on the score of
expensc. Here again the expenditure could
be spread over a period of years, so that
it would mot be a burden on the finances
of the State. To my way of thinking, no
work is more important than the abolition
of dangerous level crossings, thosc in the
city of Brisbane in particular.

If the railways would give a fair deal to
the publie they would show hetter results.
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Even on the question of coal supplies, the
railways are forced into an unenviable posi-
tion. They are compelled to buy coal from
centres from which it is mnot profitable to
draw it. If the Government desire to give
the business to any particular coal mine and
to force the railways to pay a price that is
not competitive, then the railways should
be subsidised by the Treasury for the amount
of the uver-expenditure. That is one item
on which savings could be effected. If that
is so in one item it may be possible that
the railways are loaded with undue expendi-
ture in other directions. I commend that
matter to the Minister’s attention. If he
has any coalmine that he desires to placate,
the Treasury and not the Railway Depart-
ment must pay the piper. I want to give
the Commissioner a free hand in every parti-
cular, except, of course, in matters of policy.
That must be controlled by the Government.

Another thing that occurred to me during
the recent coal crisis was that owing to the
adoption of a wrong policy the Railway
Department was forced to use a good deal
of wood fuel. Whilst that may be all right
for temporary use, the thought occurred
to me that the Railway Department should
be prepared against such an emergency in the
future. Instead of having a poor supply
of coal as it is evident it must have had
just recently—the department should keep
on hand enough coal to last for at least
three or four months in case any such emer-
geney recurred. Recently we had the spee-
tacle of the Railway Department at the
merey of the coalmining industry. It was
not interested in the dispute, and it is a
crime against society to withhold supplies
from the railways. The Government should
as an item of policy ensure that ample sup-
plies of coal are available for the railways
and for any ocother Government enterprise
dependent on coal.

Mr. BRASSINGTON (Fortitude Valley)
(215 pm.): Tirst, may I take this oppor-
tunity of tendering my congratulations to
the Minister and to the Commissioner and to
the members of the railivay staff upon a
very successful year. I desire personally to
thank the Minister for the many little
courtesies shown to me and for the ever-
ready assistance given in problems that I have
placed before him for his attention. I
extend the same thanks to the Commissioner,
Mr. Murton, and I hope that the remainder
of his term of office will be as successful
as his first year. Mr., Murton’s officers have
given excellent serviees, and despite the
critieism of hon. members opposite, when we
look at the ramifications of this great depart-
ment we are forced to the conclusion that it
is one of the most efficient in operation.

I should like to take this opportunity of
paying a tribute to the many thousands of
railway employees who have carried out their
duties day after day and week after week
with courtesy and consideration to the publie.
The thanks of this Parliament are due to
the whoie of the railway servants for the
very splendid way in which they handled the
most difficult position that occurred in the
last few months in consequence of the ecoal
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stoppage. They were foreced fo carry on the
services with wood instead of coal for fuel,
which mnecessitated additional work—mueh
harder vwork, I should say—and more time
on the job. They ecarried out their duties
without complaint and gave an excellent
service.

I listened with interest to the remarks of
the hon. member for Hamilton. The burden
of his complaint could be stated in a few
words: that the department has not returned
a profit this year, and as a result has mot
given satisfaction to the people. In spite of
his suggestion, however, that the department
should b2 made to show a profit every year,
he advocates iunovations and improvements
that wouald involve additional cexpensc and
additional investigation and research, and
would make the burden of administration
heavier.

I shouid like to ask him and other hon.
members opposite who eriticise the Railway
Department and its administration how they
propose to make a profit year after year
without making substantial euts in certain
directions in the railway administration. I
ask them if they are willing to inerease
freights and fares to any great extent? Are
they willing to penalise primary industries
by remeving rebates that are in force?

Do they suggest that the policy that they
applied in years gone by should be reintro-
duced to make the railways pay, & policy ot
wholesale retrenchment and other attacks upon
the wages and conditions of the railway
employees?

Mr, Moore: Why not try a reduction in
fares and freights to see if that will improve
the traffic of the department?

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. gentleman
knowz as well as any other hon. member that
that is not the solution of the problem. I
do not claim to be an authority on the sub-
jeet, but 1 express the opinion that in view
of the competition between all other forms
of transport and the railway service, sooner
or later the State will have to consider the
taking over of almost every other form of
transport and co-ordinating them with the
object of serving the needs of the people.

Mr. Massey: And make a mess of things.

Mr., BRASSINGTON: If hon. members
opposite are not prepared to help towards a
policy of progress in the administration of
the various tramsport systems I should like
them to explain how they would conduct the
railways and show a profit, and at the same
time wmaintain the railway concessions nt
present enjoyed by primary producers, with-
out interfering with the wages and conditions
of the railway employees. It is little use
for hon. members opposite to talk with
their tongues in their cheeks. We have to
acknowledge that this department has done
excellent work for the people of Queensland
and is to-day one of the most popular Govern-
ment departments. I ask hon. members
opposite to cast their minds back a few years
when this department was the Cinderella
department in this State, and bear in mind
that to-day it is one of the most respected.
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It has given splendid service, and will con-
tinue to do so in the interests of the people.
Can hon. members opposite deny that this
department has given a better deal to the
primary producer than hitherto? Can they
deny that the suburban services have been
improved, as the hon. member for Hamilton
did ¢

Mr, Moere: Of course we can deny that.

Mr, BRASSINGTON: Can they also deny
this very important fact, that the rolling-stock
and the finanecial position of the railways have
been improved to very material extent? We
see signs of this improvement in the benefits
enjoyed by the publie, and so we are forced
to the conelusion that it would be better to
conduet the railway system along the present
lines, giving a full measure of public service,
rather than eurtail its operations for the
sole purpose of showing a ecredit balance in
pounds, shillings, and pence at the end of the
year,

We must also not overlook the fact that
the department is in effect doing the work of
other departments of State, and for very little
finaneial compensation. Is it not a fact that
by the extension of the railway system into
the interior of the State large areas of land
have been made available for settlement and
the receipts by the Treasury thereby
enhanced?

My, Braid: Nol since your Government
have been in power.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Absolutely so, and
in the last few years to the greatest extent
in the history of the State. When we are
urged to see to it that the Railway Depart-
ment discloses an annual profit we should
take into account its excellent work in help-
ing other departments. If the present system
of finaneial administration in the Railway
Department was altered to give the depart-
ment full credit for the benefits that it has
conferred on other departments by its opera-
tions, it would be able to show a surplus in
aceordance with the best established prin-
ciples of accounting.

Mr. Brand: It has shown very big losses,

Mr. BRASSINGTON : The hon. member ig
referring to losses in years gone by, but I
remind him that his Government wrote
£28,000,000 off the eapital cost of the railway
system. We admit all those things, but why
should there be any complaint in the face of
the present sound and progressive policy? ILet
us give full eredit to the department for its
achievement and let us co-operate to help it
improve its operations where possible. It
could then be continued as one of the most
useful departments of State.

Another phase of departmental activitieg
deserving of mention is the section known as
the Tourist Bureau, which in recent vears has
done excellent work in advertising this State
and attracting to it many thousands of tour-
ists from other States, and from all over the
world. This has brought a reasonable degree
of prosperity in its train. The activities of
the Tourist Bureau can be further increased.
Much can be said about the scenic beauties
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and natural attractions of Queensland, and if
these attractions are made known in other
parts of the world by advertising, we shall
obtain the maximum results. The bureau is
entitled to mueh credit for what it has already
achieved, and if ifs aectivities are further
enlarged it will be a means of great benefit
to the progress and prosperity of the State.

The hon. member for Hamilton discussed
the question of level crossings at various
points of the e¢ity. On the Address in Reply I
spoke on this important subjeet—it is impor-
tant from my point of view. I repeat what
I said then, that the Government and Rail-
way Department should give very serious con-
sideration to the adoption of a policy respect-
ing level crossings. It may be claimed that
money is not available to give effect to my
suggestion, but the Minister can investigate
the matter immediately with a view to remov-
ing these unsatisfactory and unsightly level
crossings and substituting some other
convenience that will not only be a publie
convenience but also guarantee the safety of
people nging roads snch ag Rowen Rridge voad
and Campbell street. A complete investiga-
tion into level crossings should be undertaken
at the earliest opportunity, in the interests of
public safety and convenience.

I again wish to raise another matter that
I have discussed in this Chamber in recent
years. I do not do so with the idea of reiter-
ating the argument I have used year by year,
but because the time has arrived when some
attention should be given to the need for
construeting a new railway station at Bruns-
wick street in order to give improved facili-
ties to the public who use this important
station.

It may be said that a review of railway
policy is imminent, and that it will involve
the use of Roma Street Station as the point
of commencement for all servieces into the
country, and that, in consequence, Brunswick
Street will then more or less fall into disuse.
That is not so. If Brunswick Street was
rebuilt, or considerably improved, it would be
used as the terminal point for the whole of
the metropolitan railway traffie.

Moreover, we shall shortly have the Story
Bridge completed, and the result will be a
considerable inerease in the stream of passen-
ger and vehicular traffic from the south side
into the Valley that will tax the facilities
provided at the Brunswick Street railway
station. 'The need for improving the station
is, therefore, accentuated by the nearness of
the approach of the Story Bridge to comple-
tion. If it will be necessary to carry out
these improvements when the bridge is com-
pleted, why not make some provision now?
Why not be ready when the bridge is com-
pleted? I think the time is long overdue
for a considerable improvement in the station
facilities for the people living in the Valley
and contiguous areas who have occasion to
use one of the most central railway stations
in the metropolitan area.

I wish to place on record my thanks to the
Minister, the Commissioner, and his officers
and all others in the department who gave
me every possible co-operation during the
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past 12 months in the many matters that I
had occasion to bring under their notice as
member for Fortitude Valley. I feel a con-
tinuation of that co-operation ecan only result
in much good for all those concerned. I wish
the department continued sueccess in the inter-
ests of the people.

Mr. DART (Wynnum) (2.32 p.m.): I have
not been here long cnough to offer my con-
gratulations to the department for any extra
work it has carried out. When we find the
department showing a deficit of £129,000 as a
result of a year’s activities, I think it is time
to set our house in order; it is time to find
out where the leakages oceur and whether they
can be stopped.

The Railway Department is established for
the benefit of the public, and the public are
deserving of the best possible facilities for
the money they pay. If is necessary, too, that
rates and fares should be commensurate with
those faecilities. I cannot see any reason for
the proposal to raise freights and fares, in
view of the nature of the facilities that are
given. :

I maintain that some of the deficits are
caused through bad management.

Mr. Mann: You do not know what you
are talking about.

Mr. DART: Perhaps the hon. member
does not; I’11 tell him.

Mr. Collins: In what way?

Mr. DART: Just wait and I will tell
him, When he hears it he will understand it,
if he has enough intelligenee.

Many passengers on the Wynnum line have
given up their first-class tickets and are
travelling second-class, because the first-class
carriages are not clean and tidy and do not
provide that standard of eomfort that holders
of first-class tickets are entitled to. They can
get better accommodation in the second-class
carriages. I can name a number of Govern-
ment officials who travel daily from the Wyn-
num area who have changed because they are
not receiving the accommodation a first-class
ticket entitles them to.

Mr. Walsh: Do you contend that second-
class is better than first-class?

Myr. DART: If a man is paying for a
first-class ticket he should get something
superior to the accommodation offered for a
second-class ticket. The Melbourne Street
railway station offers no shelter to intending
travellers from the fierce rays of the afternoon
sun in summer.

At 2.35 pm.,
Mr. KING (Maree), one of the panel of

Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. Gledson in
the chair.

Mr. DART: If the railways are to meet
competition from motor transport the facili-
ties and accommodation for the travelling
public must be made attractive. The publie
demand proper accommodation.

The hon. member for Fortitude Valley did
not appear at all concerned as to the losses
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incurred by the system, so long as he eould
obtain improvements in his own area. He
offered no suggestions of a construetive
nature, nor did he point out where a saving
could be effeeted. Perhaps the services of a
few porters could be dispensed with, but I
am not at all in aecord with that method of
trying to make the railways pay. Employees
should be retained, but better faeilities should
be given to the public.

The Sunnybank line should be duplicated as
far as Kuraby. Thus a great number of
people would be induced to reside in the dis-
trict. The duplication would pay handsomely.
Moreover it is only comparatively recently
that some of the station buildings on this line
have been lighted at night. How can the
department induce the public to make use of
the system if it does not make the stations
and conditions attractive? Every effort
should be made to give good and clean accom-
modation to the travelling publie, and to see
that station buildings are clean and provided
with light, and give shelter from the sun and
rain.,

Five streets intersect in the vicinity of the
entrance to the Woolloongabba goods yards,
with a railway line crossing each. For years
past the public have been clamouring to have
the level crossings removed, and the depart-
ment should give serious consideration to that
matter. Aection should not be delayed till
somebody meets with a fatal accident. A life
is worth more than momney. Certainly, some
persons may not think so, but before some-
body is killed at one of these danger points
it behoves the Government to do something,
perhaps to substitute a subway for the
crossings.

Grids have been constructed at some of the
railway gates, but the public are not ade-
quately protected. Recently grids were
installed at the Wynnum and Wynnum South
stations, but there is no warning of an
approaching train, and strangers to the dis-
trict could ecome into collision with a moving
train without being aware that it was in the
vieinity. In the South they provide warning
signals at such dangerous places, and I sug-
gest to the department the installation of red
““danger’’ lights at Wynnum and Wynnum
South that could be controlled from the
station offices.

The existing rates and fares are quite high
enough, and there is no reason for any
inerease. If the department retained the fares
and freights at their present level, but pro-
vided better accommodation and faecilities,
n greater number of passengers would be
induced to use the serviece, and thus deficien-
cies would be wiped off.

I do mot think that we should attempt to
fight motor traffie. I do mot see why ome
method of transport should fight another.
We should co-operate wherever that is pos-
sible and allow reasonable latitude to the
motor-transport people so that they can use
their activities to help the railways. There
are many places from which produce can be
carried by road to the railway at great con-
venience to the residents concerned. We know,
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too, that there are certain types of produce
that can be carried by both railways and
motor trucks. I know that there is a con-
troversy as to which form of transport should
have the right to ecarry certain types of
loading. These difficulties could be overcome
by eo-operation. If there was greater
co-operation between rail and road transport
much could be done in the interests of the
State.

I believe that the electrification of our
suburban railways should be carried out. The
present passenger traffic iz too slow for the resi-
dents of such places as Sandgate, Wynnum and
Manly who may desire to do business in the
city. If it is not practicable to undertake this
work at the present time, at least the Govern-
ment should keep it in view. I believe that
the electrification of suburban railways would
encourage greater passenger traffic and thereby
bring greater revenue to the State. It must
be agreed that most of our suburban trains
arc too slow, especially when one considers
that it takes an hour to travel 12 miles,

T should like to suggest, too, that the
department give consideration to the grant-
ing of cheap week-end fares from the eity to
Sandgate, Wynnum, and Manly., I am
surprised that hon. members who represent
congested city electorates do not agitate for
this means of giving the children of the
working man an opportunity of enjoying
the seaside air, during the summer months
especially., This secheme was in operation
vears ago, and it could be reintroduced. Even
though the fares might be cheaper, the extra
numbers carried to these places during the
week end would more than compensate the
department for the reduetion.

There are other matters affecting the
various railway stations in my own electorate,
that T could diseuss but I shall not deal with
them now. I can approach the Commissioner
or the Minister in eonnection with them.

I suggest that the way to avoid a defieit
on the railway service is to make a thorough
investigation of the various activities of the
department in order to ascertain where the
fault lies. The Government should not
endeavour to make up deficits by imposing
higher taxation upon the people.

Mr., COLLINS (Cook) (244 pm.): I
listened with a good deal of interest to the
criticism of the hon. member for Wynnum
in order to see if he could offer any construc-
tive suggestion for the elimination of the
deficit about which he is complaining. While
he spoke very easily on ways and means of
improving the transport serviees, all the
things he suggested would cost the depart-
ment a great deal, without apparently adding
anything to its revenue. We know that there
are many ways in which our train serviees
could be improved to give greater comfort to
the public, but we must remember also that
this is a young State and we have a greater
mileage of railway per head of population in
Queensland than any other State.

If. we regard the railways from a business
viewpoint' only, and say that they must pay
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intercst, we shall retard the development of
the State. If the railways are looked upon
as developmental railvways, which they are,
especially those in the North and West, it will
be realiscd that they have opened up millions
of acrey of land and have made successful
scttiement possible.  Ivem that moere compre-
hensive point of view, the railways arc one
of the hest paying enterprises in the State.
£ it were not for our railway development we
shouid not have half the pcople on the land
who are there carning money and creating
wealth from which the whole State benefits.

Another very important factor for our con-
sideration is the ecomplete change that has
taken place in transport during the last 20
years. 1otor transport is probably taking a
great percentage of the traffic from the rail-
ways, though it was never thought of when
the railway system was originally designed.
Then, again, acroplanes are taking a great
amount of the best-paying traffic from the
long-distance services, that is, the first-class
passengers. Having those things in view, it
will be realised that it is very difficult to
look on the railways from the pounds, shil-
lings, and pence point of view only, and to
say that they must pay their way and show
a profit.

If the deficit on the railways were due to
decreasing efficiency, I should say that that
was a serious thing, but from the figures that
the Minister has given this Committee to-day
it is clear that sinee 1914 the efficiency of the
railways has steadily inereased. When we
consider the number of persons employed, the
mileage of railway, the number of passengers,
and tons of goods and livestock carried, we
can see that there is no decrease in efficiency.
This Government are still suffering from the
drastic economies practised between 1929 and
1932, when the Moore Government dismissed
a great number of the staff and put many
more on half-time, with the rvesult that the
rolling-stock and thousands of miles of line
got into a bad state of repair.

Hon. members opposite say nothing about
that. They left it to this Government to make
up for their negleet, and then they glibly
condemn the present Administration beeause
our railways are not showing a profit! I take
it that the railways are in a similar position
to the Chillagoe smelters, the loss on which
was discussed in this Committee the other day,
when it was agreed by hon. members on both
sides that the loss was justified in the circum-
stances. The railways to-day carry a tremen-
dous quantity of goods at less than the actual
cost.

That is done for the purpose of helping
industries and when one aspeet of the work
of the railways is taken in conjunction with
the other it shows that the railways are
giving the greatest service in the history of
the State and that we have liftle to worry
about. As time goes on and the population
increases, as it must during the next 20
years, the position will improve and without
any very great effort the Railway Department
will be able to earn enough to pay interest
and probably more, so that we shall’ be
enabled to reduce freights and fares. If we
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compare the freight rates charged by the
privately-owned rallways that operated in this
State at oune time with the freight rates
charged by the State railways, it will be found
that the rates eharged on the private lines
were invariably 50 per cemt. higher than
those on the State railways, and, what is more,
the services on the private lines were not
anything like as good as those provided by
the State system.

I desire to cxpress my appreciation of the
consideration cxtended to me at all times
by thoe Minister, the Commissioner, and the
staft of the Railway Department. They have
Deen courteous in cvery respect and have
helped hon. members in every way that they
could.

The numerous non-paying braneh lines have
a very important bearing on the fact that
the railways are not able to show a profit,
but do hon. members opposite suggest that
these lines should he closed and the people
who have pionecred the back country thereby
deprived of the use of the railway system?
It would not be very difficult to make the
vailways pay if we closed these non-paying
sections, but would it be right to do that, so
neglecting the interests of the people who
were induced by the construetion of those
lines to develop the districts they serve?
It would mean that the country would be
abandoned by many of these people and the
revenue to the Department of Public Lands
would be negligible.

Of course, the railways could be made to
pay interest and redemption by an increase
in freights and fares, but here again we
should be penalising the people in the country.
Summing it up, I think we are very fortunate
indced in having the present sympathetic
administration of the railway system.

T appreciate what the Minister has done in
connection with the Cooktown to Laura line,
probably an outstanding example of non-
paying lines. It does not serve a very great
number of people, but it serves a very impor-
tant seetion who are pioneering the country
and endeavouring to make a living by follow-
ing pastoral pursuits and mining. If that
line was closed, all those industries would be
abandoned.

Then there is the section from Almaden
to Forsayth, aiso in my electorate. This
also does not pay. It was not constructed by
the Government but was bought by them
from the old Chillagoe Company. It was
never a first-class railway line and a con-
siderable amount of money would be reguired
to bring it up to the standard that would
enable it to earry locomotives with safety. In
view of that fact, the Government have
inaugurated a splendid rail-motor service for
the people, a service that is even better than
any other provided on the Etheridge line.
The Government propose to go even further
in improving the service by using a large
Diesel motor, which will give the people not
only the same splendid goods and passenger
serviee, but will also allow of two or three
trucks of cattle to be coupled to the rail-
motor. That will serve these people of the
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outback better been

served before.

than they have ever

I urge the Minister to expedite the con-
struction of the new rail-motor. The people
of the distriet are looking forward to the
improved gervice it will provide. Settiement
along the railway is at as low an ebb as it
can be, and it can be reasonably expected
that inereased traffic will come from this line
in the fucure. Strong efforts are being made
to revitalise the mining industry, which at
one time was of large dimensions in this
district. There is nothing to prevent it from
again beacoming a prosperous industry. Such
an improvement must enhance the prospects
of the passenger and goods service. The
outlook of the cattle industry is improving
year by year. Much of the Etheridge rail-
way traverses good -ecattle couniry. The
population of the distriet and railway traffic
must increase with its development.

I wish to pay tribute to the work of the
district superintendent at Cairns, Mr. Morris,
during the serious floods which oceurred in
the Etheridge distriet last year. One railway
bridge was completely swept away and
several others badly damaged. Mr. Morris
made an immediate inspection of the damage,
and owing to his great organising abilities
traffic was suspended for three days only.
That is a remarkable faet, in view of the
tremendous damage that was done. One
bridge swept away was almost 10 chains in
length, yet the rail-motor traffic was resumed
after a suspension of traffic for three days.
That is a remarkable achievement, and
refleets eredit on Mr. Morris and his staff.

The good service given by the railway
employees on the IEtheridge line should not
pass unrecognised. The operations of the
rail-motor service on the Etheridge line calls
for considerable vigilance on the part of the
train erew, as most of the line is unfenced
and a considerable area of the country carries
stock. The viligance of the employees,
assisted by the good headlights supplied by
the department for steam engines and rail-
motors, have prevented any serious aecident.

I should be failing in my duty if I did
not pay a tribute to the department for the
exeellent service it has always given to the
maize-growers on the Atherton Tableland
in the transportation of large quantities of
maize to Cairns, the port of transhipment, at
very short mnotice.  Recently, the Malize
Board had to transport from the Atherton
Tableland and place in a ship’s hold at Cairns
7,000 tons of maize at 10 days’ notice. That
was made possible by the efficient service
rendered by the department and its employees.
On no oceasion has the department fallen
down omn its job in the transportation of
maize at short notice. Furthermore, in order
to facilitate the economical handling of maize
at the gilos the department placed hoppers
at the disposal of the board. This reduced
the cost of handling to the growers con-
siderably.

When we consider the sympathetic ser-
vices, many of them of an unpayable nature
such as drought relief, the reduced rates to
Mount Isa, the transport of ore to Chillagoe
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at special rates, and many other similar ser-
vices, we must admit that the department is
giving the people a very efficient and cxeel-
lent service. All I wish to say in conclusion
is that we hope for a continuation of the
excellent service we are receiving from the
department.

Mr., DUGGAN (Toowoomba) (3 pm.): I
wish, in common with other speakers, to
express my appreciation of the very fine work
that has been done by the Commissioner and
his senior administrative officers, and also
the rest of the staff of the Railway Depart-
ment.

I was pleased to hear the statements, par-
ticularly that by the hon. member for Cook,
to the cffect that before hon. members ecriti-
cised our railway system they should take
into consideration the faet that we have 6,497
miles of standard gauge open to traffic in
Queensland, and, with the exception of
Western Australia, the population per mile
of railway is less in Queensland than in any
other State. Queensland is the best-serviced
State in the Commonwealth as far as rail-
way eommunication is concerned. The figures
also indicate that the percentage of working
costs to earnings for the five-year period
ended 30 June, 1936, compared favourably
in comparison with the results of any other
railway administration in Queensland.

Mention has been made this afternoon by
the Leader of the Opposition and other hom.
members opposite who followed him of the
fact that the railways show a defieit, and
that that deficit has been of a recurring
nature; and they said that steps should be
taken to prevent a repetition of those defieits,
I point out to hon. members that deficits in
railway administration are not by any meang
peculiar to Queensland. I had an oppor-
tunity this morning of reading the reports
of the South Australian Commissioner for
Railways for 1938, and also the report of
the Vietorian Commissioner for Railways for
the same year.

Before dealing with those reports, I wish
to say that I, too, regret that the report for
Queensland for the year ended June, 1938,
was not presented in time for perusal by hon.
members while the Estimates of this depart-
ment are being discussed. I sincerely hope
that every effort will be made, not only by
this department, but by other departments,
to see that their reports are furnished in
sufficient time to give hon. members the
opportunity to peruse them during the debate
on the Estimates of those departments,
respectively. T realise the difficulty associated
with collecting and collating all the informa-
tion required for the purposc; but, after all,
those reports are not of much value if they
are made available only after the discussion
on the Estimates has been completed.

The report of the Commissioner for Rail-
ways in South Australia for the year ended
30 June, 1938, reveals that they had a deficit
of £779,738, which was an increase of £52,395
over the deficit of the previous year. Com-
ment is made by the Commissioner to the
effect that road-motor competition made it
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extremely difficult to maintain the volume of
business in that State. It is well to remember,
when we have regard to the defieit in Queens—
land, that in South Australia they have heen
operating under a 48-hour week, and it was
not until 1 October this year that a redue-
tion was made in the hours wovked by the
employees covered by the Commonweaith
award. The reduetion in hours will inerease
the operating cost of the South Australian
railways.

The Victorian railways showed a deficit of
£241,853 for the year ‘ended 30 June, 1938.
There +was a decrease in revenue for this
period of £411,845, and an inercase in work-
ing expenses of £573,213. That inereasc was
principally due to \\dUC increases and the
increased costs of material. Victoria also
enjoyed a reduction in interest and exchange
of £1,288,616. This was brought about by
the Raﬂways Tinance Adgusxment Aect that
was passed by the Vietorian Parliament in
1936, providing for the writing-off of
£30,000,000 of railway capital. So it will be
seen we have an almost full analcgy between
Vietoria, South Australia, and Queensland,
beeause similar provision has been made in the
two other States for the writing-off of capital.

Deficits are by no means peculiar to Queens-
land, hut the difficulties of administration here
are more acute than those in any other State.
Queensland has the greatest mileage of any
gystem in the Commonwealth, and there are
many diffieulties in construetion. The inland
railwnys system has to cross the Great Divid-
ing Range, and owing to the tropiecal rains
in the coast areas repairs to washaways
involve a heavy and recurring cost. The
nature of the soil, also, particularly that on
the Darling Downs, makes the upkeep of the
rail bed extremely costly.

The Commissioner in Vietoria has lamented
the fact that inadequate provision has been
made by Parliament for railway renewals and
replacements, and for last year the sum of
£270,000 was alloeated for this purpose, but
was totally inadequate.

The construction of rolling-stock in Vie-
toria has been the lowest of any State in
the Commonwealth, and for the five-year
period ended 30 June, 1938, only omne loco-
motive, 14 carriages, 67 vans, and 1,285 trucks
were construeted. Mr. Clapp, the Commis-
sioner, mentioned that virtually no locomo-
tives had been constructed for seven years,
and as a result the average age of locomotive
stock increased from 18.2 years on 30 June,
1928, to 25.78 at 30 June last. He estimated
the normal economic life of a locomotive at
25 years, and the fact that the average age
of stock at 30 June last was greater than that
clearly shows the necessity for a greater con-
struction programme, To provide adequately
for replacements, at least 25 locomotives on
the basis of average service must be con-
strueted annually.

I propose to show that in Queensland we
have done more than in Vietoria in providing
additional rolling-stock. Based on the same
average replacement as has existed over the
last four years, we shall find that from 30

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

June, 1938, we constructed 29 locomotives in
five )eals as against Vietoria’s one, and 51
carriages, 150 wagons, 17 rail motors, and 34
rail-motor trailers.

rm

The import of these figures is that if
Queenqlard had adopted the system opelatmg
in Vietoria we could have saved that amount
of money and shown a surplus for the last
financial year.

Apart from the ‘‘Spirit of Progress,”’ of
which mention has been made, no carriage has
been constructed in Vietoria sinee 19‘)6 27.
It has been said the economic life of a car-
riage is 35 years here, and the average life
in, that State 29 years. It can be seen the
rolling-stoek in Vietoria has reached a stage
of advanced obsoleseenee.

In addition to that, the Railway Department
of that State had the advantage of having
3,000 men allotted to it for the purposes of
unemployment relief, and these have been used
in the maintenanece and construction of rail-
way itracks. As a result of this additional
labour, provided at no charge to it, the depart-
ment was able to prevent deterioration of the
standard of the tracks and provide a greatly
accelerated service. Nomne of such means was
available to the railway administration in
Queensland, and consequently the analogy I
have drawn would indicate that cur adminis-
tration compared more than favourably with
that of Victoria and South Australia.

It may be argued that T have omitted any
reference to New South Wales, but the New
South Wales report for the year ended 30
June, 1938, is not in the library. Neverthe-
less, I think that even if it could be referred
to Queonsland would still compare very favour-
ably with that State.

Despite decreases in the gross earnings of
the Railway Departments of those States,
there has been a substantial increase in the
gross revenue of the Queensland Railway
Department. In 1937 the gross revenue was
£6,949,677, and last year it rose to £7,254,380.
Admittedly, there was a substantial increase
in working costs. The reason for this is
that in April, 1937, the Railway Department
had to pay an increase in the basie wage, and

a further increase in September of the same
year In addition, there has been an increase
in the cost of materials.

Railways play a very prominent part in
the economy of Queensland. So important is
the part they play that the Minister for
Transport has moved for the introduction of
a State Transport Bill. Some time ago a
royal ecommission was appointed to investigate
the transport systems of Queensland, and I
presume that some of the recommendations
of that royal commission will be incorporated
in the Bill that will be placed before Parlia-
ment in a few days’ time.

One of the reasons why most of the Govern-
ments throughout the world think it incum-
bent upon them to take legislative action to
protect the railways is that the railways
are very costly undertakings. In Queensland
we have invested £66,000,000 in round figures
in railways, and we cannot afford to see our
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assets ruined because of the
operations of motor transport.

unrestricted

Some of the objections that are taken to
motor transport are that unlicensed vehieles—
and sometimes this is done without a permit
from the State Transport Board—are used for
the purposc of conveying large bedies of
people to sporting meetings, publiec outings,
aund other social engagements. Objection is
taken also to the faet that the operatives of
these trucks frequently work inordinately long
hours.

Mr. Boore: Like the dairy farmers.

¥Mr. BUGGAN: Certainly, but the point
is that the dairy farmer bas not to compete
with another class of primary producer. The
owner of a motor vehicle plying for hire
between the various towns of the State is in
direet competition with an authority that is
obliged by law to pay certain wages and to
respect all the other conditions that are inecor-
porated in awards of the Industrial Court.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition says
that road users in Queensland pay for the
serviee that is provided by the Crown. Pro-
bably he is not convineced of the soundness
of my point of view, and I am certainly not
convinced of the soundness of his. The point,
however, is that in assessing the value of these
statements we must take into consideration
certain ancillary services that are provided
iy the Crown for which no charge is made
by the Crown. I refer now to the traffic police
control.  The railway authority is charged
with the responsibility of maintaining the rail-
way track in good order and condition for
the safe transport of the public, and it has
very many officers whose sole function is to
see that safety measures are observed.

But as far as the motor vehicles are con-
cerned, traffic police are entrusted with the
rvesponsibility of seeing that traffic rules are
observed on the road, and no charge is made
by the Crown for this service to the motor
transport users.

In Vietoria attempts have been made to
win back custom to the railways by individual
contracts with manufacturers and other con-
signees. This system has been objected to
by the former Commissioner for Railways in
Queensland—and it is probable that the
administrative officers of the department afb
present hold the same views—on the ground
that diserimination so far as traffic rates are
concerned is inadvisable because of the frie-
tion that ensues from the adoption of such a
policy. Ixperience has proved, however, that
this discrimination notwithstanding, it is
essential that some special inducement should
be held out to consignees in order to regain
the trade, because that is done by the truek-
owners themselves.

The theory of railway rating is that low
and insuffieiently remunerative freight rates
are essential for the successful marketing of
certain products, and the loss on them should
be compensated for by higher rates on the
more valuable commodities. I propose to
show that the railway system in this State
provides a service to the consumers that is
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not provided by any road transport organi-

sation. These are the average rates—

Per ton.

£ s d
Minerals, coal, and coke 0 9 6%
Timber 0 17 104
Firewood .. .. 0 4 8%
Agricultural produece .. 1 4 8
Fruit 1 4 73
Sugar-cane 0 3 2%
Raw sugar .. .. 010 5%
Genceral merchandise .. 213 4
Wool 5 7 1%

We do not find any evidence that motor
transport is prepared to carry these low-
freight products.

Mr. Moore: You do not call wool a low-
freight product?

Mr. BUGGAN: 1t is the highest-freight
product. The point I wish to make is that
the coal strike proved conclusively the dis-
inclination of motor-transport undertakings
to carry goods at these cheap rates. I had
occasion to intervene on behalf of certain
building contractors who wished to have brieks
forwarded by rail from Toowoomba to Chin-
chilla and other towns on the Darling Downs.
The alternative was to send them by motor
transport, and the cost of doing so was
prohibitive.

The road-transport people are selective
carriers, whereas the Railway Department,
being a common carrier, aceepts all goods,
and has to pay the penalty of providing that
serviece while much of the cream of the traffic
is takem away from it. That condition of
affairs in my opinion should not be permitted.

In addition, as several hon. members oppo-
site have mentioned, the Railway Department
is faced with competition from air transport,
and much of this fairly remunerative traffic
will be taken from the Railway Department
as commercial aviation in Australia expands.
People who can afford to travel by air would
otherwise be first-class railway passengers.
I believe that the only effective control is
tlhie nationalisation of our transport system
in Australia, possibly by vesting it in some
Commonwealth authority, and I believe that
if such an authority paid due regard to the
need for a well-planned economy the effect
would be that the railways of Australia would
not be affected by the unfair competition
that is eating into their profits at the present
time.

I make the suggestion to the Commissioner
and his staff that probably there are one or
two minor features of administration in other
States that we might copy with advantage.
For instance, the Railway Department in
New South Wales provides a newspaper for
express train passengers on long journeys.
The cost of such a service is very small com-
pared with the appreciation it gains from the
passenger.

Mr. Walsh: Is
passengers?

Mr. DUGGAN: I do not know whether
that is so. Last year in New South Wales
9,825 passengers travelling to Brisbane were

that only first-class
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supplied with morning papers. Even at the
higher cost of newspapers in Queensland, it
would amount to only about £80 a year, and
I believe this small courtesy provided by the
staff would earn the good will of the travel-
ling publiec. The custom could be adopted on
trains from Brisbane to Wallangarra or Bris-
bane to Cairns, with advantage to the depart-
ment.

The subjeet of level crossings is certainly
an important one, but its importanee 1Iis
confined principally to the metropolitan area.
T know that a strong agitation has prevailed
here for some action to be taken to reduce
the dangers that exist at these points and I
suggest to the Minister that he might, with
advantage, give consideration to the scheme in
operation in South Afrieca, where the Govern-
ment undertake to defray 50 per cent. of the
cost and the loecal authority concerned the
other 50 per cent. of abolishing level cross-
ings. I believe that would be a fair allocation
of the responsibility. I know from reading
the Press that this demand for the abolition
of level crossings at certain centres in Bris-
bane is justified, and I believe that soomer
or later the Government will be obliged to
take some action in the matter, but I also
feel that if there is an allocation on the basis
that I have suggested all interests will be
equitably served.

I desire now to refer to another matter
that I believe to be of importance, and that
is door-to-door deliveries by the Railway
Department. We live in an age when large
country stores have ccased to exist. When I
first arrived in Toowoomba 11 or 12 years ago
there were seven or eight large firms with a
staff of at least 100 employees each, but
to-day there is only one such large firm in
that eity. We now have the small specialised
stores with probably only two or three
employees, such as grocers’ stores, and people
specialising in haberdashery, Manchester
goods, and so on, where the business turnover
does not warrant the employment of a truek
driver, and so these firms enter into contracts
with a parcel-delivery service to have their
goods delivered throughout the ecity. That
scheme is adopted by many tradespeople in
Queensiand. T feel that when these people
buy their bulk goods in either Brisbane or
Sydney, as the case may be, the Railway
Department should undertake to deliver them
right into their stores. I believe that they
would patronise the Railway Department in
preference to the motor-transport system if
they could get that service. The advantages
of door-to-door delivery are obvious. The
trader is not obliged to pay extra for bring-
ing his goods from the railway station to his
shop, because the motor-transport system
delivers the geods right from the warehouse
or depot to the trader concerned. Although
the Royal Commission on Transport thought
there was no public demand for this service,
and as there is a disinclination on the part
of the department to provide this service
because of the cost involved, nevertheless I
belicve that the suggestion might be adopted
with advantage in the near future.

The question of providing air-conditioned
carriages is deserving of consideration, but
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owing to the high cost involved I think more
pressing reforms might be effected first.

Although the Minister explained that the
standard of rail-motor construction in Queens-
land was greater than that in the Southern
States, I am inelined to question that opinion.
Although we have 100 horse-power Diesel
motors operating on the main lines to-day, I
think that if we increase the horse-power to
150 and provide a heavier type of construe-
tion we shall have higher speed, better riding
comfort, and more economy in operation. The
department would be well advised in spending
more money in providing more suitable types
of rail motors, if it cxpeets to win the
patronage of the public. A realignment of
curves to permit of higher speeds has been
undertaken by the department from time to
time and I hope will be continued in the
future.

The Minister has claimed, with some justi-
fication, that in accordanee with the Govern-
ment’s policy of expansion within the Rail-
way Department the permanent staff has
inereased materially in recent years. I under-
stand that an economy board is carrying out
an inquiry at the present time, but I hope
that its recommendations will not favour the
dismissal of employees. T should like to see
a very happy and contented service and I
believe that if employees are giving of their
best to the department we should discourage
the system of introducing  additional
employees if the permanency of those already
there might conceivably be affected. We
should diseourage the entrance to the service
of lad porters if it means the displacement of
senior porters, or the entrance of junior elerks
if it means the displacement of senior clerks.
I hope when that report is made its recom-
mendations will not involve the dismissal of
any employee.

I have one last suggestion to submit, T
have already submifted recommendations to
the Commissioner regarding the re-establish-
ment of the position of General Manager at
Toowoomba. It is an important railway
centre from the point of view of traffie,
mileage, and staff, serves the great South-
Western distriect, and warrants such an
appointment. I hope the information T have
conveyed to the Minister will receive due
consideration, " and that as a result the
appointment will be made.

Mr. BRAND (Isis) (3.26 p.m.): This is
one of the largest departments in the State
from the point of view of Government expendi-
ture, while from that of general finance it is
the largest of all departments.

It is remarkable that hon. members oppo-
site appear to think that a great department
like this should continue to be a debt fae-
tory. I cannot conceive why the objective
should not be to make ends meet, or why, as
the railways are a business enterprise, they
should not show some profit on the year’s

working. To do that would be a laudable
endeavour.  The object of the present

Adminigtration is that the railways shall not
be administered on sound business lines, hut
shall continue to make losses and build up
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debt for the people to meet, as it did prior
to 1031. We can recall the years prior to
1929, when we generally looked to the railways
for a deficit of £2,000,000 each year.

If one says that sum quickly it does not
gsound very large, but it will be reealled that
Parliament felt that the railways should be
administered on 2 sound financial hasis, and
that every possible endeavour should be mnade
to maoke them a sound business concern.
Thererore, a Bill was introduced writing-down
the capital indebtedness of the railways by
£28,000,600. A carcful scrutiny of the work-
ing of the department since then discloses
that the railways began to be a business
undertaking and showed small profits for
several vears thereafter. Now they bhave
receded to the same old way of working—they
show a deficit year after year.

Although the report of the Commissioner
has not been tabled, opportunity presents
itself in the report of the Auditor-General
discovering that for 1935-36 the deficit on
the railways was £117,157, and there was a
surplus in 1936-37 of £7,871, and another
deficit in 1937-38 of £129,091. Will the
Minister explain how long he expeects that the
railways will continue to make annual losses?
Parliament has endeavoured to place them on
a sound financial footing., Will it be neces-
sary to bring down further legislation in an
attempt to place them on a sound financial
basis, so that they will be recognised as a
sound business concern, or do the Goyern-
ment intend to look for recurring deficits
from their operations?

Mr., §'Xeefe: What do you suggest?

Mr. BRAND: I suggest that we should
make the railways a reasonable business
concern.

Labour administration continues to provide
ever-inereasing freights and fares but no ade-
quate ecompensation to the public in the way
of a better service. Hon. members opposite
have indicated some reforms that should come
in railway transport, but they apparently must
awalt some other opportunity. The Govern-
ment arc unable to carry on what is recog-
nised to be a modern form of transport in a
way that will win a greater trade for the
railways. Every State in Australia and nearly
every country in the world is concentrating
on giving better service to the users of the
railways—particularly passengers, because
that is a very payable branch of the service—
in order that the railways may get the trade
that is being lost to other forms of transport.
It should not be beyond the ingenuity of the
department to improve on the methods of
transport that we have to-day.

I should like the Minister to tell us whether
the department has considered air-condition-
ing some of our passenger services throughout
the State, particularly the Sunshine train that
runs through the tropical belt. It would be
a great comfort to people travelling on that
train if it was air-conditioned, and it would
cause that form of transport to be patronised
by the people living in the northern part of
the State.
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If we are not prepared to improve our
transport facilities by providing extra com-
forts, then it is only to be expected that we
shall lose a considerable part of our passenger
traffic on acroplane transport, whieh, I under-
stand, iz not only a faster form of transport
but a more pleasant one. I believe the rail-
way transport ean serve the people better, but
it should be made more comfortable if we
want to retain the support of the publie. I
hope the Minister will not adopt the policy
of leaving sueh improvements for some future
day, but that he will proceed .to put them
into effect immediately.

The practice of asking people to buy a seat
ticket after they have bought their ordinary
ticket should be discontinued immediately.
The railway ticket shounld be sufficient to
cnable any passenger to obtain a seat in the
train. During my visit to North Queensland
1 found that the question of having to pay for
a seat after buying a ticket was a very burn-
ing one, and the people were anxious that the
practice should be discontinued.

Mr. ¢’Keefe: I have never heard a com-
plaint during all the years I have been up
there.

Mr. BRAND: Well, I heard complaints
during the very short time I was in North
Queensland. After buying a railway ticket
to North Queensland people are not at all
pleased when they find they have to buy a
ticket to reserve a seat on the train. Pro-
tests against this system have been made
on the floor of this Chamber ou previous
occasions, and it is time it was abolished.

It is regrettable that notwithstanding the
continuous increases in railway fares and
freights since the Government took office
there is to be a further increase of 5% per
cent. It is very awkward for the Government
that the railway system of New South Wales
is reducing its fares and freights. If other
States can do this why is it that the adminis-
tration in Queensland cannot do likewise?
The State has had a very prosperous year
with a revenue of over £7,000,000. This
inerease is a direct charge levied on the
country people of the State who have to pay
freights in both directioms, and consequently
it is they: who must earry the burden of this
extra charge. It was country dwellers who
felt the fitst effects of the previous increase
in fares and freights, and it is they, too, who
must carry the additional burden of the
proposed inerease to be brought into effect
on 1 November. On behalf of the country
people of Queensland I protest from my place
in this Chamber against the increase that
is being put upon a section of people who
are the least able to bear it. They are the
winners of the country’s wealth, and it 18
they who make it possible for the eities to
live. It is also they who make it possible
for the railways to exist, and they should
not be asked to bear this further burden,
which will make it very difficult for them
to remain on the land. The Government
should endeavour to make life in the country
more attractive and thus induee people to
live there instead of, as we see them to-day,
wanting to leave the country, irrespective
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of loeality, to come into the cities where
they can obtain some of life’s amenities.

Mr. Rierdan: That is not right.

My, BRAND: It is very unfortunate that
it is so. It is omne of the tragedies of the
country to-day that people want to get away
from the land. One method of stopping that
flow to the cities would be to lighten the
burden of taxation that is being continually
placed on the shoulders of the country people.
They should receive a railway service com-
parable to that operating in the metropolitan
area, but it is well known that branch lines
are not provided with the travelling accom-
modation given to the metropolitan area.
The Minister should give eareful considera-
tion to all these matters.

This comment by the Auditor-General on
the Railway Department is disturbing—

‘“There has been a decrease of 1%d. in
earnings per train mile during 1937-38
compared with the previous year, but work-
ing expenses have increased by 24d. over
the same period, resulting in a decline

of 3%d. in the average return per train
mile.’’

Surely the Minister can give the Committee
some satisfactory explanation of the decline
of 33d. in the average return per train mile.
Surely we can look forward to something
better for the coming year? There may have
been some extraordinary reason for this deficit,
but I can only repeat that last year was a
prosperous one, and that if anything there
should have been a great improvement in the
position.

The Auditor-General stated further that—

‘‘The ratio of working expenses to earn-
ings was 79.32 per cent. for the year
1937-38, being 2.55 per cent. greater than
for the previous year.”’

As T stated previously, we are reaching a
stage when the railways will be looked upon
once again as an institution in whieh freights
and fares are to be for ever increasing and
the losses shall be ineurred for which the
public will have to pay.

Whilst I offer this eriticism of the serviece
and its’ administration, I believe that a very
happy choice was made in selecting Mr. Mur-
ton to discharge the duties of Commissioner
for Railways. Mr. Murton is well known in
Queensland in railway activities. He is a
thorough railwayman, and if ever there was
any justification for appointing him, it was
to be found in the efficiency he displayed
during recent weeks when the Government
refused to face the issue in conneetion with
the coalmining industry.

Mr. T. L. Williams: Which Government?

Mr. BRAND: This Government. The
Commissioner took the bull by the horns
immediately, and endeavoured to do something
to find another fuel that could be used to
carry on the services of the State. Mr. Murton
did great service for Queensland when, owing
to the short-sighted policy of the Government,
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the Railway Department did not have that
veserve stock of coal that it should have had
to enable it to earry on for a long period.

It is remarkable that the Government should
have allowed the Railway Department to he
without an adequate supply of ecoal after
having been warned by the coalmining indus-
try for months past that there wounld he a
strike in August of this year. Amnyomne who
knows anything about the operations of the
colliery employees’ unions knows that when
they say they are going to do something they
will do it. Most industries laid in a stock
of coal so that they might be akle to con-
tinue their operations while the strike was on.
As the Government did not realise the posi-
tion, the Commissioner for Railways had to
choose between curtailing the serviece or find-
ing another fucl. The suceess of his experi-
ments with wood fuel was remarkable.

I desire to say at this stage that T support
the statements made by the secretary of the
Australian Sugar Producers’ Association in
the letter that was read by the Minister this
morning. It says that the Railway Depart-
ment rendered wonderful service to the sugar
industry of the State at a time when it was
essential that sugar should be dispatched to
the other side of the world. I pay a tribute
to the Commissioner for the business acumen
and foresight shown by him in using wood
fuel in his attempt to overcome the difficulty
that was confronting this great tramsport
system of the State.

The strike has now concluded and the men
have returned to work. I suppose that they
are little better off, but much wiser. They
have gained virtually nothing. Now that
the industry is in full work again I want
the Commissioner to be just as active in
restoring the services at the earliest pos-
sible moment as he was during the strike in
meeting the difficulties with which it con-
fronted him.

The Minister for Transport: You cannot
get coal from heaven.

Myr. BRAND: You should be able to get
enough coal now. T motice that the Commis-
sioner is talking of the difficulty of getting
stoecks of coal for the Christmas traffie, but
the mineowners and the unions have indicated
that there need be no fear in that respect.
Now that they have begun again a great deal
of coal will be produeed in Queensland, and,
ineidentally, people in other countries are
looking to our State for supplies.

T believe, from what the Minister told me
this morning in reply to a question, that it
is intended to revert to the use of coal as
early as possible, and I hope that that will
be done.

I am sorry that in the first year of Mr.
Murton’s term as Commissioner the report
does not show a profif, but that was only
his first year. I hope that this year he will
be allowed to direet the railways in such a
way that they will give serviee to the people
and at the same time show a satisfactory
financial result.
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Mr. HILTON (Carnarvon) (3.47 pm.): I
desire to say a few words on this very impor-
tant vote, particularly because for a number
of years I carned my livelihood in the Rail-
way Department. This is the biggest State
department and the most difficult to adminis-
ter, as every thinking person will agree.

At the outset T wish to offer my congratu-
lations fo the Commissioner and to his seerc-
tary and the other officers of the department
for the way in which they have applied them-
selves to a very diffieult task. I know, by
virtue of my experience, that they come in
for a great deal of unjustifiable criticism, but
having a better understanding of the posi-
tion, as I have, I can readily pay a tribute to
them for their very excellent work.

I wish to join with other members in
extending my congratulations to Mr. Murton
on his elevation to the Commissionership. I feel
that he is applying himself with unbounded
zeal and energy to the job, and we ecan
look forward to much improvement, wherever
it is possible to make it, in the administra-
tion of the department.

I was rather interested to hear the hon.
member for Isis talking about putting the
Railway Department on a business footing.
We hear many persons expressing views of
that kind these days, but we do not hear from
them what they mean by a business footing—
they fail to tell us what they would do if
they were in control of the Railway Depart-
ment, which, if they were logical and sincere,
they would explain.

‘We hear a good deal about railway deficits,
and we all regret that deficits occur, but I
want to draw a comparison with another
deficit that is found every year in one of the
State’s activities. I refer to the defieit in
connection with road econstruetion in this
State. The Railway Department as a great
public utility is still carrying on the splendid
work of development in the State, but in
recent years its task of meeting working
expenses, interest, and redemption has become
very severe indeed, for certain reasons. So
long as we allow motor competition with the
railway system—there is a big section of the
community who desire the convenience of
nrotor traffie—I defy any business man to
pursue the same policy of development that
has been pursued by the Railway Department
sinee its inauguration and show a profit each
year.

There are a great number of people who
talk loudly about the railway deficit without
taking into consideration the deficit that
oceurs each year in connection with road
construction. On reading the report of the
Royal Commission on Transport I was inter-
ested to find that, taking 75 per cent. of
the cost ineurred by the Government and local
authorities in road construetion and setting
off the amount of revenue derived by way of
petrol tax and registration fees, in the year
1935-36 there was a deficit of close on
£500,000. These figurcs are approximate, but
the estimate 1s a fairly aecurate one.
Although on the one hand we hear a great
deal about the deficit of approximately
£129,000 in the Railway Department last year
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—a deficit that was unavoidable—on the other
hand we hear no word of condemmnation and
no criticism of the defieit of approximately
£300,000 each year in connection with road
construction carried ont by both the Govern-
ment and the local authorities, mainly the
Government. If road construction was
retarded or if the Government sund the local
authorities aeting as one unit in this very
important matter decided that they would
spend only the equivalent of net revenue on
road construction there would be a hue and
ery throughout the country. I suggest that
the people who eriticise the Railway Depart-
ment so severely because of its annual deficit
should take that very important factor inte
consideration and should also realise that the
department is carrying out important develop-
mental work in the eountry. I venture the
opinion that if Queensland was again in the
initial stages of development and we did
not have a single railway line there would
be a clamour for the construetion of the
existing lines, and the Government, in their
wisdom, would build them in order to develop
the State to its fullest possible extent.

Recognising that fact, we lbave to recon-
¢ile ourselves to the position that the rail-
ways are with us, and that for many years
they will be a factor for consideration in this
State. At the present time a large section
of the community would like to see the rail-
ways scrapped, and every year there is a con-
tinual agitation for the scrapping of them or
for the closing of braneh lines.

On the other hand we have a great section
of the community, who in the main are
entirely dependent on the Railway })epart-
ment, crying out for their full protection and
preservation. An obligation rests on 'the
Government to legislate as wisely as possible
between these two great sections of the eom-
munity. I  feel very confident that in
legislation that may be introduced shortly
this course will be pursued.

Mr. Moore: You have inside information.

Mr. HILTON: It does not follow that I
have. We know very well that the Labour
Party always pursues a sound, wise policy
in these matters, and, without having any
inside information, we can rest assured that
the Government will do what is best for all
sections.

It is very amusing to hear certain sections
of primary producers, favourably situated
geographically, crying out for the restriction
or abolition of the railway service. I wish te
remind those people who sponsor such a policy
that if it were not for the railways the
greater nmumber of primary producers could
not carry on. Tor instance, we have fruit-
growers in the granite belt in my electorate.
CQould their produee be carried to the remote
parts of the State by the most efficient motor-
transport organisation that can be devised?
Tirst of all, with them time is the essence of
the contract. I do not believe that the most
cfficient form of motor transport would be
able to deliver their goods to the far northern
and far western parts of the State quicker
than the railways.
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Again, the economic viewpoint must be
taken into consideration. It would be impos-
sible for any system of motor transport to
convey perishable produce over a distance of
1,000 miles at such low rates as are set out
in the tapering rates of the Railway Depart-
ment, which are a very big faetor in the
transport of primary produce. I remind those
people who talk about placing the department
on a Dhusiness footing that we have never
seen motor transport attempting to give con-
ditions that could be compared, even in the
remotest  degree, with the tapering rates
charged by the department.

When we take into consideration the enor-
mous increase that has taken place in the last
financial year with respect to the mon-profit-
able or low-rate traflic, together with the small
increase in the more profitable sections, we
can readily realise why the department is in
diffieulty year after year. Figures published
in the report of the Royal Commission on
Transport reveal that in 1911-12, 286,649 tons
of wheat, agrieultural produce, fruit, and raw
sagar were carried on the railways. In
1935-36 the quantity of these goods handled
by the department was 1,050,620 tons. This
is an inerease of 663,971 tons, or 171 per cent.
In 1911-12 the quantity of general merchandise
—which is the most profitable form of traffic
carried-—amounted to 532,831 tons. The
amount transported in 1935-36 was 591,322
fons, an inerease of only 58,491 tons or 10.98
per cent. These figures very plainly reveal
what the department is faced with in motor
competition and largely explain why the
annual deficit oceurs.

But although the carriage of these goods
may be a loss from an aecountancy point of
view, in the long run there is a gain to the
State. The operations of the department in
this respect have contributed largely to the
improvement that has taken place in Queens-
land during the past six years.

At 4 pm.,

Mz, GLEDSON (Ipswieh) resumed the
chair.

Mr, HILTON: Despite the handicap the
depart'ment has to labour under it is very
consoling to note the relation of working
expenses to earnings. Taking all factors
into consideration, the Queensland railways
are in a much better position than the rail-
ways in any other State.

The average percentage of working expenses
to earnings over a period of five years in
the various States is as follows:—

Per eent.

Queensland .. .. LT
New South Wales .. .. 69
Vietoria .. .. .. 70
South Australia .. .. 83
Western Australia L. 72

‘When we take into consideration that Queens-
land has the greatest mileage of any State
in the Commonwealth, that our railways
extend over a much greater area than any
other, and that the population per mile of
railway is lower than that of any other State
with the exception of Western Australia,
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where the railways are concentrated in one
part of the State, we must conclude that
Queensland is in a much more favourable
position than any other State.

The following figures show the percentage
of population per mile of railway in the
various States:—

Queensland .. 151
New South Wales 435
Vietoria . 391
South Australia 232
Western Australia 103

The Commissioner and his officers and all
the other employees are to be honestly and
sincerely congratulated upon what they have
achieved.

Various suggestions have been put forward
by the Committee for improvements in the
service. It may be rather presumptuous for
us to advise people who have had a great
more experience than ourselves. However,
I fully appreciate that in many centres the
people are looking for a hetter passenger
service, and I agree with the hon. member
for Toowoomba that the department should
endeavour, as far as the finances will allow,
to construet Diesel-engined motors. I think
they would fill a long-felt want in the depart-
ment and enable it to supply the public with
that speedy, clean, and comfortable serviee
that they desire.

It might be of advantage to the depart-
ment if the Commissioner appointed one or
two experienced officers to visit the various
centres of the State and confer with repre-
sentative men with the object of improving
the passenger service. I think it would be
a very sound idea for the officers of the
department to confer with loeal authorities,
chambers of commerce, and other representa-
tive bodies, beeause they would undoubtedly
obtain a great deal of information that would
help the department to inaugurate a more
satisfactory service. Even if the prospective
traffic did not warrant a better service it
would be advisable to inaugurate one that
might attract greater patronage. Looking
at the matter from a business point of view,
people are hesitant about incurring an
expenditure when the prospeets do not indi-
cate a good return; but there is nothing
like going after business. I think there are
centres in Queensland that offer possibilities
in the direetion I have outlined, and the
department would be repaid in the long run
by investigating them.

My experience of railway employees gener-
ally is that they all take a very deep interest
in the affairs of the department, and as I
travel about, at times I hear very strong eriti-
cism of the administration from various points
of view. In their zeal for the welfare and
progress of the department a number of the
employees think that certain things would be
of very direct benefit to the department and
its customers. That is only natural, and I
always appreciate the interest employees take
in the department, for, after all, that means
a very keen interest in their own welfare.

The Suggestions and Inventions Board,
which invites suggestions from the employees,
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has been in existence for many years, but I
do not think it is meeting with the maximum
of suecess in obtaining co-operation between
the department and the employees. It may
be presumption on my part, but I suggest
that a greater number of round-table confer-
ences be held between the representatives of
the uuions and railway executives on matters
that vitally affect the department and welfare
of the employees. An honest attempt to solve
the internal difficulties of the department
along those lines would be well worth making,
and I hope somcthing in that direetion will
be done in the not-far-distant future.

A wider system of examination for appoint-
ment to all grades of the railway service
should be in vogue. At the present time the
lad porters’ examination—a fairly simple edu-
cational test—is the examination for entrance
to the traffic branch. The clerical examina-
tion, of course, is more involved from amn
edueational point of view, but a qualifying
examination, both educational and praectical,
should be prescribed for promotion to any
grade in the service. Such a system would
make for greater efficlency. It would
engourage rallway employees to make them-
selves more competent for the carrying out
of their duties.

The position of night officer should be
abolished. It was inaugurated many years
ago when the holders of the position were
actually night officers who came on duty at
night time and did eertain work, but at
present many of these men have to carry out
similar work to those of a clerk or station-
master. They are under-paid and have to wait
many years for promotion to the station-
masters’ grade. If there was a qualifying
examination for promotion to that grade, any
employee should be allowed to sit for it, and
having passed the examination, his qualifica-
tions and length of service should be deter-
mining factors in his promotion to that grade.

The same prineiple could be applied to
other scctions of the service. This would
make for greater efficiency and greater com-
tentment among the employees.

I have no wish to detain the Committee. I
again congratulate the department on the very
excellent results achicved under great diffienl-
ties. When the State has adjusted itself to
the unbalanced position brought about by
motor-transport competition with the railways
the latter will again come to the front and
uphold the position it so proudly held in the
past in the development of this great State.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT (Hon.
J. Dash, Mundingburra) (4.10 p.m.): As to
the remarks of the Leader of the Opposition
and other hon. members regarding the delay
in presenting the annual report of the Com-
missioner for Railways to Parliament, the
reason why it was not before members at the
time the Estimates were considered was
entirely due to the fact that the Commissioner
and his principal officers have been devoting
the whole of their energics during the past
three weeks to maintaining an efficient service
in the face of the extreme difficulty brought
about by the coal strike. The maintenance
of that service was of more importance to
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the State than the completion of the Commis-
sioner’s report.

The Leader of the Oppositien referred to
the refusal to supply wagons for the trans-
port of fat cattle that were to go across the
border. When the coal strike began, represen-
tatives of the meat industry met the Commis-
sioner to diseuss the question of supplying
wagons for transporting cattle to the meat-
works and for moving starving stock. Wagons
were supplied for those purposes, and at that
conference the Commissioner pointed out how
many wagons were available. Between them
they arranged for the haulage of fat stock
to the market. The Commissioner was keep-
ing in mind also the maintenance of a ser-
viee for the people in the baek country, so
that they would not be unduly inconvenienced.

Criticism has been levelled by members of
the Opposition at the increase of £419,000 in
the railway expenditure for the year ended
30 June, 1938, as compared with the previous
year. Hon. members will appreciate the posi-
tion when I explain that almost 60 per cent.
of this inerease was due to basic-wage and
automatic inereases, award variations, extra
leave, and retiring allowances, while the
halance was made up by increased traffie—
train mileage alone increased by almost
700,000 miles—more sleepers and ballast,
heavy rolling-stock repairs and replacements,
all of which were absolutely essential to the
maintenance of a proper standard of
efficiency.

No doubt it is desirable that level cross-
ings should be eliminated, but the estimated
cost of eliminating the principal level cross-
ings in the metropolitan area, including Wool-
loongabba, Bowen Bridge, Albion road, Clay-
field, Beaudesert road and Yeerongpilly, is
£210,500. No matter how much the Commis-
sioner may desire to do away with these level
crossings, finances will not permit of its being
done.

Tor the information of the Committee I
should like to mention that we are now build-
ing special trains for the suburban service,
and hope to have them in use hefore very
long.

The Tourist Bureau is doing wonderful
work. Last year a record number of visitors
came to the State under the Bureaun’s guid-
ance. An office was opened in Western Aus-
tralia in an endeavour to encourage tourists
to visit Queensland from that State. In Mel-
bourne the office is situated in the best loca-
tion that it is possible to have for such an
activity. Then, too, through the activities of
the Tourist Bureau big-game fishermen from
other States are enabled to enjoy that sport
here. There will be a competition for the
biggest fish caught before long.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) (414 pm.):
Whilst listening to several of the speeches
from the other side I was interested to find
that they all seemed to be playing on the one
string, that is, hon. members opposite seemed
to think that the only way by which the rail-
ways ecould show a profit was to increase
freights and fares.
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It does mnot mnecessarily follow that an
inerease in freights and fares will attract
more traffic or will be responsible for the
department’s carning more money. It is quite
possible that by adopting this policy traffie
will be driven from the railways to some
other form of transport. It is quite possible,
too, that instead of travelling stock on the
railways owners will travel them on the hoof.
There are many other ways in which people
will aveid using the railways if it is too
expensive to do so. An increase of 5% per
cent. on freights and fares will not neces-
sarily mean that the railways will balance
their budget or show a profit next year.

In the Industrial Court on several occasions
the union representative has suggested that
there was no limit to the capacity of the
Railway Department to increase wages,
because it need only inerease freights and
fares, but the representative of the Commis-
sioner pointed out that an inerease in freights
and fares did not mnecessarily mean extra
revenue; it might mean a loss of revenue;
it was quite possible that by making the
railways more attractive by reducing freights
and fares you might get more traffic and in
the end make more money.

Mr. Dunstan: It might be necessary to
double your traffic or more, to meet the effect
of such a reduction.

Mr. MOORE: It might, but other busi-
nesses faced with a prospect of a loss do not
make an inerease in the price of their pro-
ducts their first thought. = They look to see
where economies ean be made, where business
can be encouraged, and where costs can be
reduced.

Mr. Bedford: And if their business does
not pay, they can shut it up, but we cannot
- shut ap the railways.

Mr. MOORE: I am not suggesting that
we could, but we wrote off £28,000,000 to
give them a better opportunity.

Mr. Bedford: That only put it from one
pocket into the other.

Mr. MOORE: It put the charge on the
community instead of on the railways.

Mr. Duggan: The deficit was on the com-
munity before.

Mr. MOORE: Yes; but writing it off
meant that the railways did not have to
earry such a eapital load, as it had accumu-
lated over the years by having mno replace-
ment fund and having no profits set aside
for replacements and relayings. Debts had
accumulated, for instance, in vespect of
bridges that had been burnt or washed away
and had to be rebuilt., Of course, the com-
munity bears the burden of the £28,000,000
written off, but it was expected that the Rail-
“way Department would then be able to meet
its obligations, pay working expenses, and
to show a small return. The very fact that
for three years it has been able to do so shows
that it was not such a hopless undertaking as

many people tried to make out at the time.

However, the position should be a little better
than it is, considering that tem years have
elapsed.
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T want to make a comparisen, and T am not
taking the record year of railway, which the
Anditor-General suggests was 1928-29, but
T am taking the 10-year period 1927-28 to

1937-38. These are the figures:—
1927-28. 1937-38.
£ £
Capital 61,840,000 39,252,000
Earnings 7,381,000 7,254,000
s. d. s d.
Farnings per
ton mile .. 12 8 10 8%
Working  ex- )
penses . 10 8% 8 6
Interest  per .
ton mile 4 113 2 43
Earnings per
ton mile . . 2 2} 2 2%
Loss per tom
mile 2 9% 0 2%

The difference to-day is solely due to the
writing-off of the £28,000,000. There is a
reduction in the interest figures, but no great
difference in anything else. The earnings are
very much the same—less than £100,000
greater.

Mr. Duggan: The Royal Commission on
Transport said that road transport is taking
£478,000 of the railway’s earnings.

Mr. MOORE: I am not so sure about
this transport competition, and I shall have
a word or two to say about it, because the
Lon. member has been talking about it and
comparing the user of the road with the user
of the railways.

In the last 10 yecars there has been a con-
siderable increase in population, a consider-
able inerease in the development of the State,
in the production of primary produets, in
the reclamation of land from the prickly-pear
menace, all of which is now produeing primary
produce in some form, and there should have
been a greater increase in the business of
the Railway Department, but instead of that
we find that whereas 10 years ago the revenue
amounted to £7,381,000, to-day it amounts to
£7,254,000.

I know that there have been increases in
fares and freights, and that may acecount to
some extent for the reduction in the earnings
of the department. In my opinion we should
make the railways more attractive by reducing
the costs that the people have to pay because
by that means we are more likely to get
greater trade than if we increase the fares
and freight that the primary producer has to
pay. I realise that the railway officials have
an extraordinarily diffieult task in this respect.
Since they have the responsibility they should
also have complete authority to do what they
believe to be in the best interests of the
service. I remember an incident that oceurred
not so very long ago in one of the railway
refreshment rooms where the cook was con-
tinnally getting intoxicated until the manager
became very indignant and after many remon-
strances sacked the cook. The cook then came
to Brisbane and saw his union. The union
saw the Minister, and the Minister put the
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cook DLack, and the manager of the refresh-
ment room was transferred.

The Minister for Transport: That never
happened in my time,

Mr. MOCRE: I do not say that it did.
We cannot expeet very much discipline and
very much efficiency when things like that
£o on.

Mr. T, L. Williams: Who ecalled him a
cook? (Laughter.)

_Mr. MOORE: I do not know who called
lim a cook. I am concerned about the prin-
ciple.  The offieials who have responsibility
should also have the requisite authority to do
what they believe to be in the best interests
of the department, but authority is under-
mined if things like that are allowed to go on.
That may have been an extreme case, but there
are many other cases in which men in
authority and responsible for the proper
administration of the department are afraid
to exert their authority for fear that they may
be made to look small by being cither trans-
ferred or reprimanded, and the person whom
they reprimanded may be retained in his posi-
tion as if he had done right, whereas in fact
he had done wrong.

The whole difficulty is that apparently Par-
linment fixes the freights and fares the Com-
missioner gets, the Industrial Court fixes the
wages he has to pay, and the unions more
or less fix the conditions under which his
work is to be carried out. That does not
leave very much scope for the Commissioner,
and gives him no opportunity to display initia-
tive. He is more or less hamstrung.

Mr. Duggans: The present policy is recog-
nised Ly those in authority to be the most
desirable one.

Mr. MOORE: I am not so sure that it
is the most desirable one. I am not so sure
that it would not be better to give greater
opportunity of initiative to the railway man-
agement, so as to bring about better results.
I am also not so sure that the mere assertion
of the Treasurer of this State that the rail-
ways should pay and consequently freights
and fares are to be increased by 54 per cent,
is going to be of advantage to the railways.
I am not so sure that that will bring the
results that he expects. I should be more
inelined to leave the matter to the people
responsible for the conduet of the railways
so that they could carry out experiments to
see if they could attract more traffic instead
of losing it.

Mr. Duggan: In accordance with that
idea and from the administrative point of
view the primary producer would have to pay
more for the transport of his produets.

Mr. MOORE: He will have to pay more
because the Government propose to inerease
freights by 53 per cent. The primary producer
was called upon to contribute an extra amount
wlen the 44-hour week was introduced in this
department. The freights and fares had to
be ineveased by 10 per cent. That meant
that people working 60 hours a week had to
work a little longer in order that some others
might work 44. The same thing occurs here
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again. Further incrcases of freights and
fares are being imposed on the primary pro-
ducer, who s not covered by any award rate
and must sell his produce on the markets of
the world at world parity. To do so he must
go without help and work a little harder in
order to pay for a transport of his produects.

Mr. Duggan: I was referring to a trans-
fer of authority from Parliament to the
Commissioner.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member is taking
it for granted that the only method open to
those responsible for the efficiency of the rail-
ways is to increase fares and freights. I do
not agree with him, There are many other
methods that can be adopted. Methods can
be adopted in the service, if those in authority
are given a free hand, to stop many leaks and
curtail expenditurc to a considerable extent.
Take one simple thing. We have an illustra-
tion of it on page 170 of the Auditor-Gene-
ral’s report. I refer to the price paid for
coal. The department may not want to take
coal from a particular colliery. It may desire
to take coal from a colliery which it has
found by test gives the most efficient results,
and is the most economical. Notwithstanding
that, it may have to take the coal from the
first-mentioned colliery because it may mean
the employment of so many miners. All these
things affect the efficient conduct of the
department.

At the present time it is run not as an
instrument to give the best service to the
people but as an instrument of Government
policy. If the men in authority were nof
hampered by governmental action, they could
use this instrument in the best interests of
the community. If they thought they could
obtain more trade in the passenger service by
reducing fares they would do so, or if they
thought that by a reduetion in freights they
could get more stock or produce to carry they
would do so. Any other policy compels them
to conform not to what they believe to be in
the Dbest interests of the community, but to
what the Government set them fo do.

Mr. King: Was your control any dif-
ferent?

Mr. MOORE: To a great extent it was.
Three reductions in fares and freights were
made during the period of my Government
and instead of a loss greater trade was
obtained.

My, King: That is not the point.
made a point of interference.

My. MOORE: That is a lesson on abstain-
ing from interference. The officials in
authority should be allowed an opportunity of
seeing where they can get new business.

The hon. member for Toowoomba was
rather eritical of road tramsport. I do mnot
agree with him. In his ecriticism of this
form of transport he claimed that it did not
pay for itself. He said that the Railway
Department had to employed thousands of
men for safety purposes whereas road trans-
port had the advantage of police services and
did not pay for them. If he turns fo page
137 of the Auditor-General’s report he will

You
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find that ineluded in the total receipts for
year of £2,795,057 is £58,715 from fees and
fines collected under the State Transport Act,
which amount was forwarded to the Treasury.
That £58,715 more than pays for any police
work on the roads in providing facilities for
motor transport. The hon. member will find
on examining the Auditor-General’s report
that motor vehicles are paying for this control
either by means of the petrol tax, registration
fees, or through the Unemployment Relief
Fund.

That money is used not so much for main
roads construction purposes as for the pur-
pose of a special trust fund, from which
transfers are made to consolidated revenue.
Certainly some loan money iz paid to the
Main Roads Fund, but the whole of the
interest and redemption is paid by the
motorists, because the money received from
motor car registration fees or heavy vehicle
fees or petrol tax is used by the Main Roads
Qommission to pay that interest and redemp-
tion.

Mr. Duggan: The vehicles on which fees
are levied would be obsolete by the time
interest and redemption was paid.

Mr. MOORE: You might as well say the
vehicles on the railway would be obsolete by
the time the loan is paid from which they are
bought; but they are continuing all the time.
The vehicle is paying for it because it is pay-
ing the annual redemption and sinking fund
payments and interest. It is paying for all
the maintenance except the £95,000 that is
paid by the local authorities, and the rate-
payers in the loeal authorities in those areas
are also contributing through their motor tax
——in nine cases out of ten—and the Govern-
ment are contributing nothing execept the
£5,000 that was included in the parliamen-
tary appropriation for one year. That is the
only amount that was paid either for the
maintenance of main roads or their con-
struction; the rest of it has been paid out
of loan money, for which the motorists by
way of taxation are paying interest and
redemption. They are entitled to fair treat-
ment in the earting of primary producers’
products and the giving of a convenience
to the community. It is unfair that the
railways should be able through the chairman
of the State Transport Board to refuse or
curtail a license and prevent the people in
the country districts from having the con-
venience of modern transport.

It must also be recognised that if the
primary vroducer could get his produects to
market in a better condition and thus get
more for them, he would be in a better posi-
tion to pay his taxes. Take the position of
the man who wants to send fat lambs to the
market. The lambs are travelled to the rail-
way station and trucked and sent down to
the abattoir, where they have to wait until
they are killed, which is about three days
from the time they left the paddock, and
during that period they lose three or four
pounds in weight, which, at 8d. a pound repre-
sents a considerable sum to the owner of
the lambs. If they could be transported in
three or four hours by motor lorry, that
loss would be saved, and the owner would
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get 2s. a head more, which would help him
to meet his obligations in taxation.

Mr. Duggan: The depariment
could make available better facilities.

Mr. MOORE: Yes, but it does not; it
might be able to. That is just my con-
tention; if you give the department the full
opportunity to go out after traffic and make
the best possible terms for the transport of
perishable articles like that, you can get
over your difficulty, but the remedy does not
lie in putting an extra cost of 5% per cent.
on the freight. That sort of thing is going
to repel people and make them, if they can,
use other forms of tramsport.

itself

Mr. Xing: You will admit that as a great
national asset our railways should be con-
served.

Mr. MOORE: Of course they should.
There are methods of conserving them, but
the only methods the hon. member seems to
think of is continually increasing the ecost
to the consumer.

Mr. King: What do you suggest?

Mr. MOORE: I suggest the proper
business method. If you have an ordinary
fusiness you are carrying on, and you show
a loss at the end of the year, you do_mot
say, ‘‘I will increase the price of my goods,’’
but you endeavour to ascertain how you can
inerease your turnover, and if you can induce
people to patronise your business by redue-
ing your cost, you do so. The railways have
the same opportunity.

Mr. Power: How would you suggest the
costs be reduced?

Mr. MOORE: You can reduce your
freights and fares. You can see where time
of people travelling to their work is wasted,
and whether overtime of all sorts is put in
that is not justified. Ome can see instances
in which a man who wants to go to Rocklea
waits half-an-hour at Roma Street for another
train rather than go across to South Brisbane
by tram and get a train there, and so gets
overtime for the extra time he takes by going
from Roma Street. There are all sorts of
things like that whiech can go on and which
shonld be investigated. All kinds of leak-
ages have been found, and before putting up
fares and freights I should have thought that
the first thing that the department would
have seen to would have been to make the
department’s methods more efficient, and see
how efficient its activities could be made.
After this had been done, and it was found
that the system cannot carry on financially,
another method must be Investigated. It
must be remembered that the community is
subsidising the railways to the extent of over
£1,000,000 a year in interest, the extra cost
of the £28,000,000 written off, but it is not
subsidising road carriers to that extent.

So far as long-distance traffic is concerned,
T recognise there is nothing that can compare
with the railway. It is an absolute necessity,
but I do not see why, owing to Government
poliey, in order to balance the Budget, there
should be an immediate increase of railway



Supply.

fares and freights, an inerease that must be
borne by the users of the system. A primary
producer gets no more for his produce because
it is transported to Brisbane by rail. It is he
who has to pay the increased cost on every-
thing he gets and everything he sends away.
Before adopting that principle investigation
should be made to endeavour to find methods
by which reduetions could be made.

Mr, Brassington: Was that done when
you were m power?

Mr, MOORE: There were a great num-
ber of investigations, a tremendous number of
leakages were found, and a tremendous num-
ber of impositions upon the railways were also
found. There were all sorts of expenses being
put down that should not have been charged.
A number of such things were remedied. The
hon. member must recognise that in a service
of the magnitude of the railways there will
he impositions and employces will put in for
time they are not entitled to. Of course, I
am not aceusing any individual of this.
Naturally, when a person is in a position to
get more money, and he has the opportunity
to do it, he will take it.

Mr., Hilton: Not everyone.

Mr. MOORE: Certainly, not everybody,
but a great number,

Mr. King: I thought you had better faith
in mankind than that.

Mr. MOORE: When the hon. member is
as old as I am he will have lost a certain
amount of his faith. Fxperience teaches, and
one has mauy disappointments.

Then the fares and freights are mnot
inereased in the suburban areas, because there
the deparvtment has to compete with huses,
but in the country distrvicts this competition
is lacking, because licenses are refused. Con-
sequently, there is no limit to the amount
that fares and freights can be inereased by
there.

Mr. Hilton: Of course there is competi-
ticn in outside districts.

Mr. MOORE: Of course there is, but in
very many cases the fees imposed are such
that it 1s impossible for competitors to
operate. A number of people would not have
the convenience of getting to their centre and
back to their homes the same day if they had
to use the railways, and, therefore, they
stay at home. Of course, in some places the
department has provided a rail-motor. In my
own distriet there was a motor service carry-
ing 17 to 19 passengers running in from about
half way to Kaimbillenbun every day. That
service was forced by the heavy fees to cease
running, but this does not mean that the
people from that distriet now go into town.
They do not,.

Mr. POWER (Baroona) (4.40 pm.): T
cannot agree with the suggestion made by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition that
one can inerease revenue and reduce costs
by reducing freights and fares. I fail to
see how any business concern that is losing
money can make a success of that business
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by reducing prices in the hope of increasing
turnover and reducing costs.

The hon. member who has just resumed
his seat has made certain remarks with regard
to administration. I do not think that any
officer of the Railway Department would
allow the department to be condueted in an
inefficicnt manner if Le was aware of what
was causing that inecfficiency. I believe that
every officer of the department is zcalous,
and that he realises the strength of the eom-
petition that the department has to meet
from air and motor transport.

T congratulate Cabinet upon its selection
of Mr. Murton to fill the office of Commis-
sioner for Railways. Mr. Murton has given
excellent serviee to the department for many
years, and T am pleased to know that he
was appointed to the position of Commissioner,
hecause T believe that he is quite capable of
carrying out that responsible office.

One pleasing fact is that as a result of the
appointment of another general manager, in
the person of Mr. Maloney, the Railway
Department is almost free from those pin-
pricking fines that were imposed upon the
employees previously. From time to time
one could read in the daily Press that men
were bringing appeals before the Railway
Appeal Board against decisions to fine them
for minor offences.

Some time ago therc was a dispute at the
carriage shed with regard to signing off. The
men wanted another window to be opened
so that they could place their disks in that
window and catch a certain train that was
leaving the yard. One man, being over-
zealous in his desire to protect the interests
of the department, or perhaps being desirous
of embarrassing the men, was not prepared
to meet them. As a result of an interview
with Mr. Maloney provision was made for
allowing these men to have their disks in in
time and arrangements were also made to
delay the train for a couple of minutes, and
the difficulty was overcome without any
trouble whatever. I am confident that the
abolition of this system of pin-pricking fines
is brought about by having the right man
at the head of affairs.

T believe that the department should start
now to train young men who can oceupy
the position of Commissioner when that office
becomes vacant. I do not mean we have no
one competent at present to take the position.
In faet, the time is ripe for all departments
of State to train young men to fill the
offices of Under Secretaries and heads of
departments as they become vacant. By
adopting this poliey, we can be assured of
having fully qualified and capable officers in
responsible positions. I hope that the Com-
missioner will give serious consideration to
my suggestion that he train a man to beecome
Commissicner when the time arrives.

Another suggestion that I have to offer
to the Minister is that a small workshop be
erected in the metropolitan area for carrying
out running repairs to engines and wagons.
I know that there is some arrangement where-
by certain work is done in the Normanby
yard. I believe that if a small workshop
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was crceted in the metropolitan area the
saving in the cost of sending rolling-stock
from Brisbane to Ipswich would pay for it
in a short time. A number of wagons
could safely be repaired here. I hope the
Minister will give some consideration to my
suggestion.

Much has been said about the loss on the
railways. Let us analyse the position by con-
sidering these figures—

£
Actual earnings .. 7,254,087
Working expenses 5,754,509
Profit on working .. £1,4589,878

Thus it will be scen that it was only the
commitments by way of interest on the capital
charge that caused the railways to show a
Joss, which, in my opinion, was not a very
great one. No blame, therefore, ecan be
attached to the Commissioner or his staff, in
that they have not been able to earn enough
to meet the interest charges.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition said
that the Railway Department was ealled upon
to buy certain coal. Under the Moore
Administration the Railway Department was
in clover in this respect. It was getting coal
from the State coalmine at 6d. a ton on cost,
and screened coal at that, which is the best
that can be obtained. There was a strike at
Neweastle, and the Cairns Gas Company was
receiving eoal from Hartley, now known as
Ogmore. The Department of Mines desired to
retain that business for Queensland and put
a proposal before the Railway Department
and the Premier at the time to allow a rebate
of 6d. a ton on the cost of coal from Hartley
to Cairns so that the State coalmine could
retain the business. The Government of the
day were not prepared to do so, yet we find
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition rising
to castigate this Government for inereasing
freights and fares, suggesting that the proper
way to increase the business of the Railway
Department would be by reducing freights and
fares. He as Premier between 1929 and 1932
would mnot conserve the interests of two
Government departments, the State coalmine
and the Railway Department, by giving that
rebate of 6d. a ton, and that business was
lost, beecause the Cairns Gas Company eventu-
ally brought the coal from Neweastle.

Mr. Nimmo: Where did you get that
information?
Mr. POWER: I make the statement

plainly and deliberately, and if the Minister
has not got the pavers here to-day they can
he found in the office of the Department of
Mines.

Mr. Nimmo: You should have them when
you make such statements.

Mr. POWER: I know all about it. That
is the position. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition ecastigates the Government and
suggests that they should do something that
he refused to do, thereby losing business to
hoth a State coalmine and the Railway
Department.

Mr. Nimmo: I do not believe that,
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My. POWER: I am not concerned about
that. I do not believe the hon., member,

The value of the railways in the develop-
ment of the State cannot be over-estimated.
To-day the Department of Public Lands is
receiving greater revenue as a result of land
development brought about by the extension
of the railway system than ever before, and
a part of that revenue should be credited to
the Railway Department. We know that
people are not prepared to develop the land
unless transport facilities are provided and
that is why I say that every credit should be
given to the Railway Department for its
developmental work. What would be the fate
of many parts of the State if no railway
facilities were available to them to enable the
produets to be transported to market? The
value of tlie benefits the Railway Department
has brought to other Government departments
cannot be over-estimated. The Department of
Public Lands in particular is reaping a con-
siderable benefit. All the revenue goes into
a eommon pool and so the Treasury benefits
directly by the useful work of the Railway
Department.

We shall have to give serious consideration
to the effects of other forms of transport on
the railway system. I refer particularly to
transport by air and by motor trucks. Every-
body knows as well as T do that the motor-
transport system is picking the eyes out of
the traffic, leaving the rest to the Railway
Depaltment hut I hope that when the State
Transport Bill is introduced serious eon-
sideration will be given to the need for
restricting the hours of motor truck drivers,
who to-day are prepared to work the rounds
of the clock. A very large sum of public
money has been invested in the railway sys-
tem and it should be protected. So long as
the motor-truck drivers are prepared to work
long hours in carrying out their quick trams-
port service they are a mienace to the railways,
and although we econstruet excellent main
roads throughont the State for the motoring
publie these truck drivers, who receive a direet
benefit thereby, should be called upon to pay
very heavy transport fees for this privilege.

I desire to congratulate the Minister and
the railway employecs on the efficient way in
which they are ecarrying out the work of this
department.

Progress reported.

The House adjourned at 4.55 p.m.





