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TUESDAY, 13 SEPTEMBER, 1938. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
took the chair at 10.30 n.m. 

DEATH OF HON. W~r. LENNON. 

REPLY TO MOTIOX OF CoXDOLEXCE. 

Jir. SPEAKER: I have to inform the 
House that I have received a letter from Mr. 
Austin Lennon, conveying thanks for the 
motion of condolence passed on 10 August. 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT. 

LOANS SINKING Fu,ms. 

Mr. SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
the Auditor-General of his report on the 
operations of the various Loans Sinking 
Funds of the State for the financial vear 
1937-38. " 

Ordered to be printed. 
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QUESTIONS. 

EXPE~DI1'URE FllOM UNEMPLOYME~T RELIEF 
]<' UC\ D, 1937-38. 

}1r. }I00RE (Aubigny) asked the Secre­
tary for Labour 8nil J ndustry-

'' \Vhat were the amounts of payments 
from the Unemployment R.elief Fund in 
103; -38 under the following headings, viz.: 
- (a) to Brisbn ne City Cmmcil; (b) to 
other local authorities; (c) to Public 
VVorks Department on account of-(i.) 
State schools, (ii.) other schools and 
churches; (d) total on account of- (i.) 
intermittent relief work, (ii.) ration 
assistance; (e) to 'l'reasury on account of 
-(i.) interest, (ii.) subsidies to local 
authorities; and (f) interest payments to 
the Eureau of Industry~'' 

The SECRETARY FOI{ LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. l\1. P. Hyne,s, Townsville) 
replied-

'' The information desired is being pre­
pared, and will be embodied in the depart­
nlcnt::t! nnnual report.'' 

BASIC \\'AGE IXCREASE AKD SALARY RESTORA­
TIOXS TO Pt:BLIC SERVICE. 

Jir. WALKER (Cooroora) asked the 
Treasurel'-

'' What is the estimated annual cost to 
the State of-(a) the basic wage increase 
granted by the Industrial Court in March; 
and (b) 'the salary restorations to State 
employees in JUay, 1938 ~'' 

Tlw TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

'' 'l'his question should lmve been 
addressed to the Hon. the Pr·emier, but 
from inquiries which I have made, I have 
ascertained that these particulars will be 
published in the annual report of the 
Public 8cr\'icc Commissioner, to be tabled 
in Parliament this session.'' 

IRRlGATJOc;r FR01I BARKER'S f'REEK. 

3Ir. EnWARDS (Nanango) asked the 
Secretary for Public Lands-

'' 1\'illlw have an investigation or further 
investigation made of the irrigation possi­
bilities of Barl;:cr 's Creek, N'anango clis­
trict, in vie1Y of the large area of rich 
al!nvinl flats adjoining its banks~'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANnS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Hcrbert) replied-

'' 'l'he Barker Creek proposal, together 
with other pl'ojected schemes, will he con­
siclere<1 nnder the Government's announced 
\Yatcr consnvation and irrigation policy. 
Preliminary investigation has already been 
made in the Barker's Creek scheme.'' 

0PERATIO.'\S UXDEll IXD'CSTR!ES ASSISTANCE 
AcTs. 

Mr. NDBIO (Oxley) asked the 
Treasurer-

.' 1. ·what \Yas the total amount of assist­
:ln"e to industries under The In,]nstries 
Assistanc-e Aets, 1929 to 1933, during the 

year ended 30 June, 1938-(a) by 1my of 
Government loans; (b) by guar~ntceci 
loans from outside sources~ 

'' 2. ·what were the names of the 
recipients of assistance and the nmonnts, 
respectively?'' 

The TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

"1. Nil." 

'' 2. Sec ans1Yer to No. 1.'' 

UsE oF GovEttNMEXT 1[0TOR CAns. 

~Ir. YEA'fES (East Toowoomba) asked 
the Premier-

'' 1. Have instructions been issued 
through his department that special number 
plates must be used on departmcntr:l cars, 
and that doors must be marked w1th the 
name of the department~ 

'' 2. If so, has such action been tak~n to 
prevent the use of such cars for pnvate 
purposes? 

'' 3. Is similar action intended to over­
come the· use of ministerial caTs for private 
purposes? 

'' J. Does each driver of a ministerial 
car receive payment of overtime £01' work­
ing on Sundays f 

'' 5. Do any drivers of sueh cars rcce~ve 
oveTtimc for Sunday work? If so, \Yhich 
ones? J' 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
:\Jackay) replied-

"1. Yes.'' 

'' 2. No. " ,,') 
C>. Sec ans\\'cr to Xo. 2. " 

"4. Yes. " 
"3. Yes." 

RECEIPTS A:\!D EXPEXDITURE, UKE:>IPLOY~IE:\!T 

RELIE]' FUND, JULY AND AUGUST, 1938. 

}fr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) asked the 
'l'reasurer-

"What was the amount of-(a) receipts: 
and (b) expenditme of the Unemploymen-:c 
Relief Fund for July and August, 1938, 
respectively?'' 

Tlve TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

'' (a) Receipts- £ s. cl. 
.Tuly 188,784 5 5 
August 208,671 19 6 

£397,456 411 
(b) Expenditure-

.July 136,032 0 10 
August 199,771 0 8 

£335,803 1 (}" 

PUBLIC DEBT; STATE GUARANTEES OF LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES. 

l\Ir. l\IAHER (West Moreton) asked the 
~rreasurer-

'' 1. What \Yf!S the amount of the public 
debt at 30 June last-(a) gross; (b) net'! 
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'' 2. At the same date, what >Yas the 
total amount of the contingent liability on 
account of loans and overdrafts of local 
authorities and other bodies guaranteed by 
the 'l'reasurer? '' 

The TREASURER (Hon. F. A. Cooper, 
Bremer) replied-

" 1. (a) £125,781,5,)4; 
(b) £125,061,280." 

'' ::. Final figures are not yet available. 
The approximate amount of contingent 
liability is £22,000,000. '' 

Al"DI'l'OR.·GENER.AL 's REPORT Ol\i PUBLIC 
);.CCOU)l'l'S. 

lUr. NIIWM:O (Oxley), without notice, 
asked :\h. Speaker-

'' Can he inform the House when the 
report of the Auditor-General on the Public 
Accounts is likely to be tabled T'' 

~Ir. SPEAKER: I asked the Auditor­
General last ,,·cek when he expected his report 
would be available and he told me that it 
would he ready about the same time as last 
\"ear, that is, about 26 Oetoher. 

PAPERS. 

The follmYing papers were laid on the 
table, aud ordered to he printed;--

:B"ifty·thiTd report on the Creation, Jnscrip· 
tion, and Issue of Stock. 

Scn~ntcenth report on the Creation, Jnscrip· 
tion, and Jssue of Goven1ment 
I nscribecl Stock. 

ELECTRIC LTGHT AND POWER ACTS 
AJ\IEKDi\!l,;NT DILL. 

INITIA'1'IOl\. 

The PRElUIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackny): I move-

'' That the House \Vill, at its next sitting, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider of the desirableness of· intra· 
dncing n Bill to amend The Electric Liuht 
3lll1 rjower Acts, lf'~)6 to 1937, in CCl't~in 
particulars, and for other purposes.'' 

:Motion agreed to. 

RURAL DEVI~LOPJ\'IENT TRANSFER AND 
CO~ORDINATTON O:B' POWERS BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

Bill, on motion of ::\1r. Cooper read a 
third time. ' 

WAREHOUSEMEN'S LIENS BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

Bill, on motion of Mr. M ullan read a 
third time. ' 

QUEENSLAND LAW SOCIETY ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

Dill, on motion of Mr. Mullan read a 
t hinl time. ' 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

l~·ESuM:PTlON OF DEBA'l'E-TliiRD ALLOTTED 

DAY. 

Debate resumed from 31 August (see page 
227) on Mr. Fanell 's motion for the adop· 
tion of the Address in Reply. 

JUr. EDW"\RDS (Nanango) (10.44 a.m.): 
rt is somewhat unusual for this House to 
debate the Achlrcss in Heply after the prin· 
cipa 1 items contained in it have hecn the 
subject of dchatc on Bills that have been 
passed through all stages. The Premier has 
been in a tremendous hurry to introduce legis· 
lation respecting mattrrs forecast in the 
Governor's Speech. That, in my opinion, 
was clue to his desire to forestall certain hap· 
pcnings, particularly a discussion on a motion 
for Private ~Iembel'S' D'ay, of which notice 
has been given by the Leader of the Opposi· 
tion. 

In common with other hon. mernbers I wish 
to extend my congTatulations to you, Mr. 
Rpca kcr, on your re~election as Speaker, and 
to Mr. Hanson on his reappointment as 
Chairman of Committees. I am Yery pleased 
to sec tlw Chairman of Committees in the 
lT ousc again after his illness. 

His Excellency the Governor is to be highly 
eommended for the great interest he has 
taken in this State, particularly in the out· 
back country, ·where he has travelled exten· 
sivC'ly. His Excellency was also a great 
publicity agent for Queenslnncl during his 
recent trip to the Old Countr~·; and it is 
,·ery pleasing to learn from him that onr 
trade relntions \\·ith (heat Britain are on a 
Letter basis than they have ever been. 

I Jistenetl ·with intcn'st to the speeches of 
the mover and seconller of the Address in 
Reply and also to the remarks of other mem­
bers, inclncling the Premier and the Trca· 
sm·er in his capacity as Acting Secretary 
for Agricultme and Stock, in the debates 
in \\·hich they have taken part. I ha>·e been 
forcet1 to the conclusion that Queensland is 
in a dangerous position, not because it is 
not a good State-it is a wonderful State~­
hut because the Premier appears to be satis· 
fled that cvnything will he all right as 
long as a Labour Clovernment are in lJO\YCL 
Hon. members opposite claim credit for 
everything that -has happened since the 
Labour Government took office. They clann 
credit, for instance, for the increase in dairy 
and agricultural production. The 'rreasurer 
indeed went so far as to say that the Labour 
Goyernment were responsible for the 
increased production of eYery product that 
·was gro\Yn in the State. 

)Ir. Collins: Quite right, too. 

lUr. EDWARDS: I suppose the hon. 
member also accepts responsibility for the 
increase in the public debt: Dming the 
period the Labour Government have heen in 
power, they have had an average of over 
£3,500,000 of loan money to spend each year, 
in arldition to the enormous amount that they 
have taken from the people in extra taxa· 
tion. 

JUr. Jesson: Where was the taxation 
increased~ 
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)Jr. EDWARHS: The hon. member would 
not umlcrstaml if l tried to explain to him. 

The public debt is now over £123,000,000 
nncl when the Labour Government took office 
it \ as approximately £54,000,000. Dming 
that period it cannot be denied that every 
a\'enuc of taxation has been explored and a 
heav~, bmden has bePn placed on the tax, 
payers of this State. If the Government 
had spent wisely the large amount of loan 
motw~, they have had this State \Youlcl now 
be carrying one of the biggest populations 
of any State in Australia. Jt has not been 
spent· on rPproducti,·c \Yorks with the result 
that on the completion of the \YOTks on which 
it lw,; been snent workmen are thro\Yn on 
the 1memployri1ent market ap:ain. That is 
not in the best interests of the State. 

The great \n1alth of Queensland lies 
in the country, and great progress in its 
clen•lopment was made during the tC'rm of 
the :\1 oon· Govrrnment. The impetus they 
gav,, to it was the genesis of the existing 
progress. Persons competent to know the 
factsJ te11 ns tlwt owing to ringl1arking, 
tleariug, grubbing, and the placing of land 
Llll(ler cnltin1iion the prodnrtive eapncity of 
the 1-ltate has been incrcas,'rl enormously. 
'fhis good WOTk was all begun during the 
administration of the Moore Government, 
not11itllstanding that that was one of the 
1vorst peTiods, economically, in the history 
of tlic State. Tt was tlw change from a 
Lahnur fioYcrnmcnt to the ~Ioore Govern· 
meut that put the State on the right track 
of inneased pTO(]HPtion, and thus- proYided 
const:mt \York for its citizens. 

As nu illustration of \Yhat \Vould have 
heen the position had the Lahour Govern­
ment carefully ,,,atchcd over primary and 
c:ecombry pmdnction, let me take the peanut 
industry. T inrlndP secondary industries 
hccm1se, of course, they must receive their 
share of attention in order that the raw 
material of Queensland shall not be sent to 
the Ronth fm mmwfacture there into goo<1s 
to be rctnrned to Queensland for sale~ In 
:1 'vrv fe\\~ years this industTy has risen to 
the p~sition of employing a g1:eat numher of 
men. The same remark mny be macle of the 
c-ott(Jn inc1nstl·:y, -with PVE'n greater force, 
hccnn~,, that inflnstrv is distributed over a 
grcatl_'r area of the State. 

::lfr. CoHins: Your Government took 
nssista11cc ~l\my from the cotton industry. 

3Ir. EDWARBS: The hon. member is the 
ilic:gc'·'t diehard in the House. He \\'ould 
J,ne;, the GoYernment no matter what hnp­
pem·cl, and as he is a man from the land he 
talks mostly with his tongue in his cheek. 

TLc peanut industry \ras established in 
Hl2:5, \rhen 815 acres were under cultivation. 
The aereagc had increased to :),693 in 1927 
t•llll 17.:ll1 in 10:36, \YhPn the estimated yield 
nmormtc•rl to 11,230,000 lb., the number of 
farmer, being 800. Approximately 240 men 
:m<l 1':omen nre employed almost R!l the year 
roun•l in the silos and in the eleaniug proces;; 
at wages cstimaterl at a total of £25,000. 
Hon. members will understand that gives a 
great nmmmt of \':ork to the wO'rkers of 
Queenc<1ond and lnings into eultivation bnd 
that \\':lS previously nnpror1urtive; but that is 

not all. At least an additional 3,000 men are 
employed by the farmers yearly in peanut 
production. 

:iUr. Collins.: Why did your Government 
tell them they could sell their peanuts out­
side the State? 

lUr. EDW ARDS: Why did not the hon. 
nwmber and his Government give them the 
help that was necessary to have the referen· 
dum carried and theTcby make the position 
a great deal better than it is at the present 
time? 

JUr. Collins: The Commonwealth Govern­
ment were on the platform during the whole 
period. 

}Ir. EDWARDS: I Tealise what they did 
during that period, but it is essential that 
there should be a united fTont in these 
matters if we aTe to do what is best for 
the State. 

The hon. member neveT hesitates to argue 
that the Commonwealth Government have 
ruiner] such industries as peanut anrl cotton 
gTowiug. Yet when we refer to the Teal 
position of the State, its financial rlrift, 
together with the difficulties in which the 
unemployed men of the State find themselves 
to-rlay, \Ye are told that we are decrying the 
State. When hon. members of the Government 
get up and do their best to ruin such indus­
tries as peanut and eotton-gro\Ying, however, 
it <loes not seem to matter. 

I maintain that encouragement of such 
ilH1nstries is the only method by which we can 
eYer hope to provide continuous employment 
for Queenslanders. I am prepared to grve 
cre<lit to this Govennnent for at least making 
an effort to do something, but I cannot say 
tktt J agree \\'ith the Premier's policy of 
throwing ·responsibility on to th~ shoulders 
of local authorities. _\ fter all, 1t must be 
rem cm bered that the work carr-ied out by the 
loeal authorities of tlw State plays only a 
m ino1· part in the rlcvelopment of om primar,r 
industries. In fact, the grenter the responsr­
hilitv that is thrown upon them the greater 
beeo;m•s the taxation on the land, and the 
oTeater the taxation the more the prorlucers 
~re hampererl in doing desirable work that 
i in the interests of the people as a whole. 

~Ir. Jesson: Do they not want good roads 
now? 

illr. En WARnS: Good roads are essen­
tinl, lJllt good roads alone do not enable the 
people on the land to produce crops. They 
must han~ also freedom to put forth their 
b ·st efforts. ::m cl that includes freedom from 
heavy taxation. As a matter of fact, crops 
IYerc produced before there weTc any roads. 
It is true that good roacls make their burden 
lighter in that produee is got to market more 
easily, but we must do a great deal more 
tlwn that. 

Jt is admitted by everyone that in Queens .. 
Inml less encouragement is given to the 
investment of capital than in any other State 
in Anstralia. We have only to look at statis­
tics of the secondary industries in the 
Southern States to find proof of this. 

3Ir·, Jes·son: There is no comparison. 
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·i}Ir. EHWARD§: Of course the hon. 
member 'ronld not nnderstan<l. A~ a matter 
of fa. t, he is one hon. member ,,-ho h~1s 11cver 
improwil sinc-e he came to this House. 

The position is indeed serious-so serious 
that, in considering it, party politics becomes 
of secondary importanee to me. \Vc ha1·e to 
put the Rtate on a better footing than it h:<s 
been ~>n for son1c tilnc, anc1 thf' only \rav 
that I dlu sec o;_ doing· ihis is t0 vrnteh 
carefully the 5om·ces of' our weaith production. 

By careful attention, also, to the secnnda1·y 
industries, \Yhieh gi1·c employment in the 
tmYns and citiec, it will be possible to enable 
them to <1eYPlop as in other parts of Aus­
tralia and impl'OYC the home market, whid1 
is always the best mm·ket. 'Chat is the only 
way ont of our present difficulties. 

'fhonsamls of men aTe about to go on 
mtions. This is deplorable. For the last 
six yeaTs the Premier has said everv,vhcTe--· 
over nnd over again-that Queensh{m1 is in 
a solid financial position, and eonditions are 
much better than they \YOre in the 11ast. It 
must, l!O\Yevcr, be admitted that \Ye are littl<' 
better off than we were six vears ago, in 
spite of the enormous amount <if loan monev 
that has been expended-with its correspond­
ingly great increase in the public deht-and 
in spite, also. of the enormous amount o, 
revenue that has been taken from the 11COJ•le 
by taxation. ~ 

It is unfortunate for the Gon'rnment that 
these 20,000 men employed on relic£ mll'k 
are being put on rations just at this ii!lL', 

because nearlv all the season:1l industries arc 
at a standstili and tlw sugar cru<hing is com­
ing to an end after this or next mollth. Tllf' 
GoYcrnmeut lwn> undoul1tedlv rlwscn a Ycry 
bad time to rlo this, and I an1 afntid that tl;e 
cost of rations will rise 400 per cent. 

"\ YCTY lamentable aspect of the positi,m is 
that tl1e morale of the \Yorkers ('(Jlltlnuallv 
decreases if thev ha,-e no \York to do. Th·c 
Gon'J'mnent hm-'e a tremendous .ioh in front 
of the1·,, and will not be successful if they 
attempt to imprm-e matters h;r· can;r-ing out 
Jmge public \H>l'l<s or by forcing the -loc·al 
:1nthorities to enrrv out certain nn~1ert·,kinQs 
that llUlY not be ,;reessarv allil thns innease 
the lmr'aen of taxation~ and rat"s on the 
people. If a farme:· who ma;r· nmY be able 
to emploY one OT two extra lwwls is bunlen0<1 
with adni.tional t~1xation, he \Yill simply let 
tlwt \York go nmlone. In the grazing mHl 
fal'lning arens, although IYith the em11in~, of 
tl·actcn·s mul other machinery met!toclcs h:we 
impl'OYC'(] ont of recognition, 1i'o otlH•r i•nproYe­
Jnenh, \Yorth n1cntioning· are bcin;::;- c-arric11 
nut. That suggest" that there is sou:dhing 
rn<lic·ally wrong. It means thut there is n 
continnal lmny-scm-rv to <lo nll thnt it is 
p0ssihlc to <lo 'to mec;t commitments yeur by 
:year. \Ye do not \Yant that. Rather <1o we 
wnnt th~ pro,lneers to he in a position tn 
emnlo:>' labonr in currying out impro•.-en!cl•t~ 
such ns fenc-ing, ringl~nrking, clerHin:J·. bniltl­
ing, ancl general improvements. Jf that wns 
clone T heliPYC that "·c shoul<l he in a mur11 
l ctter position than we are to-clay. 

IV<' nrc told fTOm time to time that the 
people iD Hw country are considered equally 

with the people in the cities, but I slwnld like 
to read a letter from the Dcpcll'tmcnt or 
I'ublic Instruc.tion, dated :3 September, to 
show that sueh a claim is not justiJicd. Of 
course, I rcrrlise tl:at the of!icers of the depart­
ment arc not IT'3ponsiblc, because th•":'' must 
give effed to Govennnent polic::. It has 
been followed for some time, but it is not in 
the best interests of the State. The letter 
sa:·s-

' '\Yith further refcrenee to ;n•ur l'CJFC­

scntations, I have to inform you that th·> 
:2\iinistcr, hm·ing had under consicleration 
the District Inspector's report on the 
matter, approYes of the establishment of a 
prm isional school at Boondooma, proYiclcd 
that the 1n·oposed school site is cleared 
locally, that a school building (20 feet b;1 
14 feet) together ,dth separate closet 
accommodation for each sex is provided 
' itlt. ut cost to the department, and that 
suit a blc accon11110dation is aY ail:, blt~ for an 
un1ua1Tied 111ale teacher.'' 

The people in the cities and to\Lis would 
not be asked to do these things, but the peopk 
\Yho are pioneering the country, carr;r·ing 
heay:y burdens, and, at the same time, endea­
,.ouring to haYe their children educated even 
though they may have to travel long <li~tanccs 
to school arc asl,ed to pTovide their mYH 
school-t~ give the laud and clear it, build 
the school, in short, to do everything connected 
with it. That policy is \Hong. E1 en if a 
certain amount \vas spent in the building of a 
school and later on its continuance \Yas not 
justified, it is not a costly matter tn TemoYC 
the building to anothe1· site when' a school 
is required. 

'J'his is the heatmcnt that is mcted out tq 
people '"110 are endea,·ouring to builrl up the' 
wealth of the State. Katurally, d1cn they 
arc treated in this \Yav thev become rlis­
eouraged and being ever ·anximis to give theil' 
children the best education within their po,vcrs 
the,· take the first opportunity of getting 
a\Y~Y from the land so as to liYe nem·er tllC 
larg~r ccntn's of population where ei!ucntional 
fRcilitics are m-ailnblc. 

:Mr. Collins: You cannot build a school 
for eyery ehild in the bush. Som(' reason 
must enter into these things. 

:iUro EH WARnS: It is estimated that the 
number of children at this centre wi11 be 21l, 
hut the hon. member is the biggest C!lCnJy of 
the country people because he has sn;ndhing 
to say against ewr;r· suggestion that is made 
in the interests of countr:r' pcoplP. 

Before I conclude my speech I should like: 
to refer to the wrY serious coal c,trikP tklt 
threatens the count'ry. T do not lH'ilpose to 
<liscuss the mdter at any length, but T should 
like to point out that the newspaJICl'S men­
tioned yesterday and to-day that perm-ission 
had heen sought by the manngn of the :-Iount 
J sa mines to- have 3.000 tons of coal ut The 
Bluff taken to :Mom{t Isa with the object of 
keeping the works going dming the strike and 
thus continuing to give 1,400 men employ­
ment. Now, this is entirely a matter for the 
consideration of the Govemmcnt. 
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'Tltc' noYernnlcnt should sec th:tt nothing 
stand,- in the wav of tl1r Mount Jsa Com­
pany ·s being nllo;,-rd to transport thnt coal 
to its mine. If the :\Iount Isa mine closes 
through lack of con] supplies 1,400 men will 
·be thrmnt onto the labour market. That ·will 
fmther aggravate the unemployment posi­
tion, not only for the State lmt also for the 
people' who are at present unfortunately out 
of 1-cork. The Gon'rnment should take steps 
to pri'vent such a disaster. The proposal of 
the :VIount Isa Mines I,imited is in the 
interests of this State, because it conserves 
11·ealth production and mai11tains a large 
number of men in employment, and it is also 
in the interc_,,ts of the WOl'kers. 

As T said previously, I hope that in spend· 
ing loan money the Government 11·ill take into 
consider:Jtion the desirahilitv of assisting the 
country as mud1 as possible for the purpose 
of fmther developing the primary wealth of 
this State. Additional encouragement should 
he gin'n to the cultivation of new crops. IY e 
have seen in recent vears what a \V01111eTful 
adYantage that is to" the State, but it is not 
only n question of adding to our production: 
it is also one of giving employment to the 
people. 

EYE'l"Y 0nl1c:~'1\ our ~honlcl he 1nacle by the 
Gowrn;nent to lighten the loac1 of te1xation 
on the shoulders of those people >Yho are 
trying to pomote wealth modu~t~on. It is 
absolntelv neeessnry that the posthon of our 
secondary industries slwuld l1e improYcd, ancl 
steps ta i<Pn to en~ourage the estn hlishment 
of lH'W imlustries to conYcrt many further 
]Hinu1r~· proc1nets into the finished article. 
The GoYernment should nnilertakc a cam­
]'aig·n, not only to attract cap.ital .to .Queens· 
Jaw] hut also-once that enp1tal 1s mvested 
-to' help the industries it establishes to 
1leYelop and pxpand. T n this \Yay and in. no 
other shall >~-e be able to overcome the drffi­
culties confronting the Sh1te. \Ye must all 
ndmit that '"" cmmot continue to bono11· 
money vcar after year, unless that mone:v is 
spent" oi1 reproductiYe IYOrks that will :'t least 
return interest. Vve are on the eYe of rncreas­
ing tnxation to pay interest on lonns .that 
haYP lilen raised in past years. No busmess 
coulrl possibly carry on undl'r those con­
ditirJ1lS. 

The ('oYernment are constantly taking 
ercdit to themseh·cs for the increase in pro­
rluetion, lint the)' ne1·er mention, nor \\:ill thr~­
admit responsibility for, the enormous meTease 
in the public debt. 

JUr. Gair: How can you build those 
sc-hools you require 1mless you borrow money? 

~Ir. EDWARDS: Those schools could be 
built if the Gowrnment adopted m:v sugges­
tions. l'nfortunately, the policy of the 
noYcrm11ent kreps many people on the land 
in a semi-pioneering condition all their lives, 
mainly owing to thl' heavy taxation th~y 
impos:_·. That is not th0 \my to develop tlns 
State. There are '•YondPrful opportunities 
before '-"· for instanee in the fat-lamb trade 
At preseirt supplies appear to fluctnate in 
much the same way as the total sheep popu­
lation of this State. 'rhat could be overcome 
by inigation, pvcn hy sprinkling, along thl' 
hanks of our 1ratereourses. Y on. :\Ir. 

Speaker, rcpre~ent a sheep area, m:d you are 
awaro that sheep IYilJ do well dunng a dry 
period as long as theJ;' can get a gree;1 
"pick." Mn.ny pastora!1si-s IYlw.grow 10,. ]::J, 
or :?0 acres of lueerne >nth the a1cl of sprmk· 
ling, raise fat lambs successfully. 

:';I any other prod nets, such n.s flax, could 
be grown in this State bPsides those already 
grown here, anrl it is the duty of the Govern· 
mcnt to stimulate the growth of these new 
products by helping the primary JWocluc;rs. 
1 rlo Eot mean assistance hy "·ay oi handmg; 
ont money to the farmers, but b~c. >Yay. of 
1·educing transport costs and 11ghtenmg 
taxntion. 

(hYing to the neglect of secondary indus­
tries in the past the costs of farming. il.nple­
ments in this State are almost prolnb1hve. 
It is only by availing themselws of the long 
terms sellers offer that the famwrs arc ahle 
to buy up-to-elate machinery and c01:1pote 
IYith farmers in the other States. Rmlwa~­
freights are so high that it is aln:ost impos­
sible for the farmers to use the rml1mys. It 
eosts from Sd. to 9d. a bushel to scml maize 
from :U'Y place between N anango and Kinga­
roY to Tirisb:mc. Almost the 1rholc amount 
o{ the fnrmer 's profit reeei,·ed for the crop 
goes in freight and other costs. The other 
(tav T had occasion to truck a draught horse 
frbm Kingnroy to Cooroy and I found it cost 
£:2 16s. That is an illustration of the difficul­
ties that people in the country (]istricts m·e 
ln bouring nndeT. 

It is Yen· necessary that the railways 
s'wuld he pla.eed on an ~fiieicnt business ba~is. 
Charges should be reduced anc1 fnstee trams 
shoufd be provided in order to indncc the 
peonlc to use that· form of transport. It 
tal<~;s the Nannngo people about eighteen 
hours to reach Brisba~<e by rail and they can 
travel the same rlistance in fin' hours by sl.'r­
vice car. The train that leaves for Kingaroy 
at 5.30 p.m. Clocs not reach there till about 
8 a.m. next day nnil the service cnr clo~s the 
sn.mr trip in five ancl achalf hours. I eOJ?lC 
natmalh avail themselvrs of the speedrer 
foem of transport and the railways charge 
hc~nv freights to make up for the lo>is. The 
connt'ction of Kanango with \'anaman would 
rcrlucr the distance these people no\v ha1·c 
to trawl lJy 6'5 to 70 miles. 

3Ir. T. L. Williams: The district is 
entitled to it. 

Jrr. E])WARllS: I have said that for 
years, aml T am pl0ased to know the hon. 
meml1er supports rt. 

The construction of that link is very 
important, not only as n great help to the 
settlers but as a method of rehevmg conges­
tion on the N Ol'th Coast raihvav line. The 
hea\·y trainloads hau]c(1 from that district 
Jmve· mnch to do with the congestion between 
Theehine and Brisbane. The Government 
should investigate matters sueh as I have 
mentioned with a view to relieving the settlers 
of some of the disabilities unrler whieh theJ: 
ha1·e heen labouring for a great number of 
years. 

In conclusion, I hope that the Government 
arr sincere in their avo1Yed intention to 
rlen•lop the State by helping- the primary 
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producers who arc <1oing the l'eal "OTk of 
this countrv: and that they will rlo E'Wl'Y­

thing possil1lc to encourage 'the cstnblishmc;1t 
of secondarY inunstTies. It is a well-known 
axiom that "capital is athactcd by gootl <"011-

ditions. This should be the objective of the 
Government, aml as success bcgds surcc~s, 
its attainment Yvoulrl be rrn a'1vcrtisen1cnt ~o 
the pcopk in the other S'tatcs anrl the l"' 

of the wOTlcl and lead to a fmthcr flO\Y of 
capital into Queensland. Tlm, there v:o11ld 
be 110 need to inclncr migrant-s to conL) helP 
by offeTing them special assistance. Tli,, 
<'mmtry should be ndminictercrl on somul 
lmsiness prinri]1lcs acceptable to its citizens, 
encouTagE'lnent shonlf1 be g-iven ·wherever it 
was necessary, and the resnlt yyoulil be con­
tinuous employment foT the wOTkers. 

~Ir. BROWN (Logan) (11.22 a.m.): I 
congratulate the hon. members who move<1 
and seeonded this motio11 upon their able 
speeches. 

I also extend my felicitations to you, ::IIr. 
Speaker, on vour re-election to vour high 
office. I mn ([nite sure you have g·ivcn eYcry 
satisfaction to everv hon. member in th 1s 
House during the tit{re you hm·e oecupicil tlt" 
chair, and I heliew that YYere the Opposition 
on the TTensurv lwnrhcs to-day ani! rcr]nire:1 
a Speaker they \Tould cl('tt ;~ou. Dnri~l,~' the 
three ye:1rs l 1,an' been in P:nlianwnt yon 
lurvc a,-,tf'(l Yery i1npartial1~~ towHr(ls •, Ye1·y 
hon. member. 

I must not overlook the Chairman of C'o:n­
mittees. I am not one to throyy bo;11mcts to 
men \rho <[O not (]Cservc them, 1J\1t 'fL 
ITnnsO!l clt'·8er;.~es the eongratn1rd lo1ts of nll 
lwn. members for the n1>lc mmmcr i;r \Yl1i h 
he has c:Hrier1 out his duties. 

I Ch1 sire~ aLo~ to offer n1: con}::;r;:tnbti.ons 
to the Lca(1cr of the Oppositim1. tlw hon. 
rc.embcr for \'Test ::IIorcton. As a Gon•nm1ent· 
member I shn11lr1 select the YYCal(c~t man for 
the position of Leader of the Oppcoitiou, anrl 
hon. memhers opposite have rlo•w ~o. 

::lfy congTRtnlations nre also tcnderc;l to the 
hon. n:emlwr for Hamilton on being elected 
Lcnrler of the 1Jnited Australia Partv. He 
lenr1s a Jl:•rt:;· of three, but the-hon. 1;1cmher 
for Toowong is an inrlepenclent member of 
the sanw party, mvl iP in a tteml n nee in the 
<'Vent of the absenec of one of the tln·ce 
during :1 division. 

To the sectarian hon. member fm· KclYin 
Grove I offer m~· congrai'ulation~, ton. He 
holds the reconl of nny parh· leacler in this 
House, as he combines the positions nf learlc1·, 
'vhip, :tnd SC'cretary. 

I also . YYish to offer my eongratnlations 
to the Premier, who has helcl that office 
longer than nny other man in Queensl:md. 
I congratnlatc him upon going before the 
people YTith 46 sitting members at the last 
clertion aml Teturning with 44. He lo~t 
in all three seats, but gainer1 one from the 
Toricsl and it is gratifying to know that 
the other three YYerc lost only on the con­
tingent Yote. Had there been no contin;;ent 
Yote at the last .State election every on~ of 
those 46 sitting members would haYe 

rrtnrnerl, and we shonld have kl<1 ono 
af1,1ition, in that the e':-hon. member for 
IJn lhv IYas J,·fL atr{l hY ;l f~nho11 ~· t':lnc1!­
d::tc.' EYcryonc must ndmit that that is a 
\Yonderful "peTforn1ance and one npon 
which the Premier <le~erw-; the henrtic'Ot 
congratulations. 

I have been interested in municipal, 
Stnte, and Federal elections for the hst .t7 
yenn. Since I w~s 10 years old I hrl\ e 
been interested in the T,abour moy·ement­
even at that parly age I hn(1 to do eertain 
things on behalf of my father for the Labour 
ea nse-ancl of all the elections of "'hich I 
lmYe had expericncP, the l;,st State ~ledion 
''as the dirtie~t :md :filthiest. It wa~ nothing 
but filth and diTt from start to finish. 

T should like to take this opportnnity of 
thanking the 11eople of the Logan clcetorate 
for expressing their confidence in me, ,]espite 
the dirt that >vas thrmvn nbout the elcctorRte 
on behalf of the vm"ions candidates who 
were opposing me. eviy opponents had can­
Yassers circulating the story that I was a 
Roman Catholic. 

:Jir. O'JKeefe: You would make a gooll 
one, too. 

)Jr. BR01VN: Perhaps so. If I made as 
_g-ood a Roman Catholic as I do a Protestant, 
I shoulrl he n. goo(] one. Those canYasscrs 
went to the Roman Catholic people in my 
electorate an<1 said, ''John Bro;q1 is a 
:\J ;-_ "J)ll. '' 

~Ir. )l'immo: You would make a gooa 
:\In son. 

}Ir. HROWX: And perhaps I should. 
T1JOsc canva~scrs then 'vent to people YYho 
they tliOHf')tt "·ere Protestants am1 sairl '' J olm 
Brmvn is a Roman Catholic.'' It happcnc'1 
in one case that they made a mistake. 
People they thought were Protestants "·rre in 
fact Roman Catholics. These cany·assem sai.1 
to the lady of the house, '' J olm Brown is n. 
Roman Catholic.'' She said, ''I have known 
John Brown for many years ancl I have neYer 
seen him inside of our clnnch, ancl I am a 
goocl Homan Catholic." (Langhter.) It was 
saicl, too, that I go to mass eYery thir<l 
Sunday in the month, and that I giYe a dona­
tion of £25 to the Catholic Church, whcrea ,, 
I give only half a guine:L to the J\Iet hotlist 
Chmch! (Laughter.) 

Then the!· said that I haYe a rhnghtcr 
being er1ucatec1 at a convent, whereas, :lb-. 
Speaker, I have neither chick nor child. More­
OYer, they circuln ted the story-l live not 
fm· from the convent-that I take the nuns 
out for a joy-ride in my motor car! 
(Laughter.) Of comse, people tolcl these 
va'i"ious canvassers that they knew that .John 
Brown was no Homan Catholic, but they were 
tol,1, "Well, his wife is,.'' My <life is a 
member of the I'resbytcrian C1mrrh. 

Then they said they had a photogro.pher 
there YYho would take a photograph of me 
going into the Catholic Chmch on a Snnday 
moming. I knew the photographer was r,;oing 
to do so and I went ont the ba-ek door so 
that he could not catch me. (Laug1lter.) 
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I was neYer so much disgusted in my life 
as duriug the last election campaign. I 
have not got over it yet, and I shall haYe 
something more to say btAr on. 

j_ Government }{ember: Did they say you 
were a drunkard, .Jolm ~ 

1\{r, BROWN: They could not very well 
say I was a drunkard :because I haYe neYer 
tasted a drop of strong drink in my life. I 
r1o nr,t say that that is anything to my credit, 
rmt that could not be sa.irl about me. 

In the Logan there were four candidates, 
:\fr. J olm Becconsall >Yas supposed to be the 
Protestant Labour man. Ac= I told the elec­
tors from the platform, he coulrl not be 
that because there was only one Protestant 
Labour man and he '"as John Brown, lOO 
per cent. Protestant and 100 per cent. 
Labonr. J\lr. Becconsall may have been 100 
per cent. Protestant-I do not know anything 
about that and I do not care-but he is not 
1 per c-ent. Labour, becansc if he was a h'ue 
ProtE-stant Labour man he would not 'be run­
ning against John Brown. 

To show that the ToTies were connected 
'dth this r1irty campaign, I want to give the 
Il ouse the names of a few of the electors 
>Yho sig11erl the nomination papers of Mr. 
J olm Becconsall. One »·as John Henry 
:\Iorgnn, of Cavendish road, Coorparoo, store­
keeper, who is' a well-kno,vn Tory in the 
distrirt. .:\lr. Joshua Howlctt, 37 ::\Iansfield 
street, Coorparoo, milk-Yendor, is another 
Tory. James Bmclley, who signed the nomi­
nation paper, is not even on the roll. 

IUr. lUassey: Then he must be a Tory! 
(L:mghter.) 

}Ir. BRO'\Y}i": Edwin Thomas Holdaway, 
of ::\Iansfielcl street, and Old Cleveland road, 
draftsman, is another Tory. John Carbine, of 
\Vellington street, CoorpaToo, off Old CleYe-­
land road, builder, signed Becconsall 's nomi­
nation paper and worked on Trotter's com­
mittee. (Laughter.) 

Several other persons connected with the 
Tory organisation in that district signed this 
man's nomination paper, and then worked 
on the committee of ::\Jr. Trotter, the Toq 
candidate! Those tactics 'vere designed to 
split the vote against me, and it was success­
ful to a certain extent because my majority 
'ms a little o\·er 1,100, whereas in a straight­
out fight with the ex-Deputy Leader of the 
::VIoore Government, Mr. King, it \\as 2,03D. 

On the last occasion there were 1,500 more 
names on the roll, and I tol<l Mr. Trotter that 
it was a straight-out fight between him and 
me, :md that if I coultl not beat him by 
3,000 votes he could have the seat. Tlwn, 
Becconsall, the Protestant Labour candidate, 
eame into the fight, and he got 1,800 votes. 
That means tlwt he ''pinched'' my votes, and 
to prove it to the House I need only mention 
that he asked his supporters to give their 
eontingent vote to 21J:r. Trotter, the Tory 
candidate. If Becconsall had been a true 
Protestant Labour man he ''ould haYe said, 
''John Brown is a Protestant Labour man­
give him your contingent vote''; but his 

19:18-o 

''How to Vote'' card said, '· -1. Becconsall, 
::'. Trotter.'' 

There were 11,596 names on the Logan 
roll, and the total number of votes polled, 
including eontingent Yotes, »·as 12,102, of 
,,-hom 1,il9+ persons had two votes; that is to 
Pay, they exercised the contingent vote. }fr. 
Speaker, you know that the Labour Party ha~ 
ah' ays supported the principle of one adult 
one Yotc, and one vote only, yet we have 011 

the otl1er side of the House three hon. mem­
bers who have been elected on the shength of 
the contingent vote. Tlwy are not entitlcrl to 
be here at all, because they were defE:ated on 
the primary votes. · 

The Leader of the Opposition has sai,l that 
Labour was retumed on a minority of the 
Yotes of the dectors, but I should like to 
remin(1 him that the LabouT Party got an 
aggregate of 265,9:50 primary votes, and that 
alone is proof that the people of Qnecnslaml 
rlesirecl the return of the Labour Party. The 
primary votes of the Labour Part;' represent 
a quarter of the population of Queensland, 
including men, women, and children. The 
Country Party got 127,170 votes, and the 
cnited Australia Party 69,178 votes, oT a 
total of 196,348-they are both the same 
parties; everybody knows that; they have 
never voted against each other in this 
Chamber. 

Tl10 votes cast for the Protestant Labour 
vote come next. You may call that vote 
what you like, but I call it the sectarian 
,-ote, nobYithstanding that those cancliclates 
nominated under the banner of Protestant 
Labour. 'fhc total number of votes cast 
for those candidates was 46,608. The total 
nmnher of votes east for the other candi­
lbtes were-

Social Credit 
Independent 
Communist 
Independent Labour 
T ndepcndent Social Credit 
Independent United Australia 

26,0il4 
2,8.57 
8,510 
3,3~1 
~,5:24 

Party G, 1:2~3 

ThoSl' are the Yotes cast for all parties. The 
total m1mber of primary votes, not inrlurling 
contingent Yotes, cast for all the anti-Labour 
parties combined-'' '£he liquorice all sorts'' 
-"·as 291,348. The total number of votes 
cast for the official La;bonr candidates was 
265,950. T'herefore, the combined anti­
Labour vote was 25,388 more than the ofiicial 
Labour vote. Yet they say that we haYe 
been returned to the Government bendte;: on 
a minority vote! 

}Ir. Nimmo: You have proved that by 
your own figures. 

~fr. BROWN: The total numbe,r of con­
tingent votes received by anti-Labour can­
didates was 19,155 as against +,450 secured 
by official Labour candidates. That is proof, 
:\fr. Speaker, so faT as the last election is 
concerned, that the people of this State 
desired the return of the Lnbour PaTty. 

I repeat that the late election in the Logan 
Pleetorate was the dirtiest anrl filthiest that 
J have ever had anything to do 'yith. c have 
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never seen men resorting to such low actions 
to defeat Labour as were adopted this year 
in the Logan. Everything that could pos­
sibly be done was. done to defeat John Brown, 
but notwithstanding that I wa,s returned 
again with a majority of 1,177 votes over 
n ll the other candidates. 

Goyernment lliembers: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BROWN: Over 1,000 electors who 
voted for the Protestant Labour candidate 
gave their No. 2 votes to the Tory canJidate. 

Take the Protestant Labour PaTty. If it 
was sincere in entering the elections, why 
did it not run a candidatB against the Leader 
of the Opposition, who, I believe-r cannot 
say personally, I am only told-is a Roman 
Catholic? Why did it not mn a candidate 
against the hon. member for Albert, who I 
belie-;e is also a Roman Catholic~ I say, 
therefOTe, 1Ir. Speaker, that the Protestant 
Labour Party were with the Tories from the 
start to the finish of the elections. 

J f they had been sincere they \Yould have 
said, ''Give your contingent vote to the 
Labour man who happens to be a Protest­
ant.'' But they did not do that, they gave 
the contingent vote to the Tory candidate. 
The Tories of the Logan district signed the 
nomination paper of the Protestant Labour 
candidate. Their actions during the election 
were low and contemptible. 

The following report of a statP.nent made 
bv the Leader of the Opposition appeared 
hi the '' Couricr·c\rail'' of :29 April, 1938:-

''Sectarianism at Elections. 

'' 'Obscured Issues,' says :VIr. Maher. 
'' Laidlcy, Thursday.-It was regret­

able that in the recent State C'lections 
seetarian influences had played a big part, 
and, in his opinion, had detrimentally 
affected the interests of the Country 
Party, said the leader of the Opposition 
;md of the Country Party (:\d:r. E. B. 
:raher), at the declaration of the poll for 
Roeewood to-day. 

''Two political parties, he said, had 
indulged in sectarian propaganda-the 
Labour Party and the Protestant Labour 
Party. Betn:cen the two, political issues 
had become obscured. Thus the voting at 
th( elections did not truly represent the' 
political beliefs of the electors. 

'· Lnrgely lJeeause of those influences the 
Labour Party had 44 members out of 62, 
although it had received a minority of 
the formal votes polled. Certain sections 
of the community might think they \Yould 
l•endit by the return of a Labour Govern­
ment, but the prospects of a much-needed 
L'onction in taxation had been lessened, 
development had been retarded, and the 
position of imlnstry, both primary anrl 
se<'0ndary, \Yould become worse.'' 

The La boUT Party did not indulge in se(·­
tnri:wism in any shape or form, yet 1\Ir. 
Maher accuses the party of doing so. He 
does not say anything about his own party 
or the United Australia Party. 

I quite agree with the part of the state­
ment that says that the voting at the elec­
tions did not fairly represent the political 
beliefs of the electors. I venture to say if 
the Protestant Labour Party had not been 
in the fipld the Labour Party would have 
polled another 30,000 or 40,000 votes. Evi­
dence that the electors of Queensland 
endorsed the policy put forward by the 
Labour Party is to he found in the fact 
that they returned us to power with 44 
members, and the number of votes cast for 
the party was only a few short of an abso­
lute majority over the votes cast for all 
the other parties. 

Unemployment is the main problem con­
fronting the ~' orld to-clay. As I have said 
before, my belief is that nothing will 
eliminate unemployment but a reduction in 
working hours. Other schemes may improve 
the situation for the time being, but unem· 
ployment \Yil! not be eliminated until there 
is a reduction of the ,,·m·king hours. 

Every eounhy in the world is spending 
millions on research work with the object of 
producing machinery that will manufacture 
products quicker than the machinery already 
in operation. The people have not been 
educated to combat machinery by reduced 
working hom·s, and that is what is wrong 
>Yith the world to·clay. Jt must be borne 
in mind Queensland "has to compete \Yith 
the other States, but it must not be for­
gotten that this is the only State in the 
('ommonwealth that has a statutory 44-hour 
\Yeek. Some industries in the otl{cr States 
may be \Yorking 4!5, ±6, 47, or 4cl hours a 
>Yeek. 

Here is a significant fact: at the time 
a Labour Government introduced the 44-hour 
\Yeek in Queensland, I was a member of 
the Brisbane 'rramway 'l'rust, and owing 
to the reflnrtion of the weekly working 
hams by four, that autho1·it.Y had to employ 
83 additional men. A reduction of four 
houts in the \Yorking week means a 10 per 
cent. increase in employment, and that is 
the one and only solution of the unemploy­
ment problem-a shorter \Yorking \l'eek. The 
world has failed to reduee working hours 
to meet the iucrcasccl production of 
machinery, and I venture to say that if \Ye 
put aside all machines invented in the past 
:JO years tht'rc would not be an icllc man 
in the Conunon>Yealth. 

An Opposition Member: You would not 
clri ~ e a motor car then? 

~Ir. BROW~: In those clays we got along 
just as well 1rithout them. The solution of 
the unemployment problem is the shorter 
working week and, irrespective of all the 
schemes that may be propounded to solve it 
otherwise, this has got to come about. 

In every country the use of borrowed 
money is increasing by leaps and bounds, 
and the interest has to be met. Eventually 
the revenues of every eountry \Yill be needed 
to meet its interest bill. The Government 
have put forward a scheme for the relief 
of unemployment, and l look for\l'ard to its 
being a success, inasmuch as I am quite 
snrc that it \rould not have hcen introduced 
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if tlw Premier could not foresee success. 
It shouW be given a trial, and I stand 
Lehind the OoYcrnment, inasmuch as some­
thing had to lw r1one to put an end to 
intermittent relief \York, which \Yas increas­
ing by leaps and hounds. However, the 
sooner a Labour Government control the 
auministration of the CommomYcalth the 
sooner will there be a shorter working week 
in the Commonwealth. This \\ill be better 
for all, as any other method of relieving 
unemployment \Yill afford relief for but a 
short \Yhile and then the position \Vill be as 
bacl as ever again. 

Hon. memrwr·; opposite have said that we 
\Yere just ns \vell off in the old dnys as we 
arc to-day, but spcaking from practical 
experience T eau assure them that is not so. 
:VIy father was concerned in the maritime 
strike of l89~l, when firemen and trimmers 
on the coastal boats got £9 and £7 a calendar 
month. The men struek because wag~s were 
reduced from £9 to £7 a calendar month for 
fh·emen and from £7 to £5 a calendar month 
for trimmers. lkcausc they refused to take 
the ships to Helhourne 161 firemen and 
sailors Y>Cl'l' impri,oncd in Sydney for 14 
rlays with lwrd labour, and they did not even 
hnYc the option of a fine. 

Consider the position of a married man 
who was working on constal steamers at that 
time. lie had to work for 31 days and 
received only £5. Take my\ own family. 1 
was one of a fanl'ily of seven children. My 
father, of course, got his food on board the 
boat, such as it was. There they would go 
through the potatoes; the bad ones would 
be for the crew and the good ones for the 
passengers. Eight of us-my mother and we 
seven children-had to live on ils. 3d. n day. 
When I think of those things I wonder how 
people have the audacity to ask me so often 
why I support the Labour P'arty. I can 
remember the time in Queensland when those 
unfortunate shearers were sent to :St. J-lelena 
for burning down shearing sheds. Later on 
it was pTOved that they \Yore innocent, that 
the oiVllers had burnt down the shells them­
selves in on1er to collect the insurance, and 
they blamec1 the men for it. After having 
served his time in St. Helena, one of those 
shearers, the late Bill Hamilton, stood for 
one of the electorates in Queenslam1 and 
was elected as a member of this Parliament. 

I c:mnot forget those <lays all(] those 
happenings. No matter what comes or goes 
I giYe credit where credit is due, but I 
cannot see one instance in which the narty 
opposite haYP eYer done one thing to {Jplift 
humanity, and 1 say that without fear of 
contradiction. 

The Opposition may say that they intro­
duced the system· of workers' dwellings. 1 
admit that a Tory GoYemment did introduce 
the Workers' Dwellings Act, but the late 
Dave Bowman and other hon. membeTs of 
the Labour Party were unsuccessful when 
they endeavoured on many occasions to have 
sections of the Act amended in orrler that 
the workers would he able to obtain homes 
more easily. It was not until the Labour 
Party were returned to office that the con-

ditions were made more fayourable for the 
worker who desired to build a home. 

Last yea.r alone over 600 homes were 
crected in Queensland under the workers' 
dwellings scheme. No State in the Common­
wealth, indeed no country in the ;yorld, has 
th'-l same proportion of workers \Yho own 
their own homes as t,)ueensland. I throw 
that statem·ent out as a challenge. 

In the early days in Qneenslanrl there 
were men of great honom on the opposite 
side. I recall of the passing of what was 
knoll'n as the Early Closing Act, whie], yyas 
introducer] by a man nmnecl Foxton, wh,, saic1 
that the credit for th'-l Bill belonge.l to 
Frank McDonnell, then member for~ Forti­
tude Valley, who had a business in Georgc 
street. It made no difference to him that 
he hall got on a little in the world; when 
he had a shop of his O\Yn he wa.s as staunch 
an athocate of early closing as in former 
years. Those are the nwn to whom I take off my hat, men whom I cannot forgct­
Givens, Stewart, Turley, Dawson, Jackson, 
all those men who laid the foundation of the 
Labour Party's policy. They are men 1 
shall never forget. 

I shall never forget, either, that from 1929 
to 1932 that foundation, although it was 
laid on solid concrete, so to speak, was under­
mined hy tllP Moore Government, and the 
legislation built upon it was pulled down. An 
am'cnclmcnt of the City of Brisbane Act 
allowed a man to have it vote in eYery elec­
torate as long as h€ helr1 there a Hi-perch 
allotment. 

lUr. }fassey: Did Moore do that? 

:Jir. BROW~: Moore did do that. 

}fr. ::I'Iassey: He did not. 

Jir. BROWN: I challenge the hon. mem­
ber to deny: it. I know it because I stood 
for election under that bitter franchise and 
just squeezed through. On my roll there 
\YOre 25 voters in Singapore who had never 
seen Brishane, hut had bought 16 p~rches 
from T. :\I. Burke or some other agent. 
Those 25 voters, if they had come aernss by 
flying machine, could haw recorcktl their 
25 votes. 

(Time expired.) 

lUr. NilUMO (Oxley) (12.3 p.m.): I am 
sure we have had this morning a very fine 
contribution towards getting (~ueenslawl out 
of her difficulties. As a matter of fact. the 
hon. member who has just Tcsumed his ~seat 
told us in one breath that the Tories had 
never done anything for the people at all, 
and in the next that they put through 
workers' dwellings legislation, with which 1 
\Yill deal a little later when I come to expose 
the propaganda of the Labom Party ia the 
last election campaign. 

The hon. member told ns also of what was 
known as the Early Closing Act put thTough 
by the Tories, and ma.de som·e startling state­
ments with regard to the 40-hour iwek. His 
Government are in power; why do the~· not 
establish the 40-hour week by statute'! They 
have the power, and a delegate the· other 
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day said that if they agreed to do it the 
other i:3tates would follow their example. 
(Interruption.) 

)fr. SPEAKER: Ord~r! 

::Ur. NIMllfO: At any rate, they have the 
po\ver and could do it if they wished. 

The hon. member also referred to his father, 
·who worked many years ago, in the dark 
ages, on a steamer on the coast for £7 a 
month, and only paid 3s. 3d. a day to the 
family to live on. i:3till the fact remains 
that that is better treatment even than is 
meted out by the present Government to 
our unemployed. 

Everyone agrees that relief 1vork should be 
abolished, but should we deal harshly with 
the relief worker who does not know just 
what is going to happen on the monow? \Ye 
know that worry kills quicker than anything 
dse, yet the Government sent out this letter 
dated 9 September to a relief worhr who 
recei,·ed it on 12 September-

'' Dear Sir,-In conformity \Yith the 
rlecision of the Government to taper off 
intermittent relief work with a view to 
the total abolition of the intermittent relief 
work scheme at 30 June, J 939-it has 
been proposecl that so far as single men 
are concerned, intermittent relief work will 
e.ea.se throughout the State during the 
\Yec•k ending- 17 September, 1938, and as 
from that date the number of married men 
nt present on intermittent relief work will 
lw reduced by 50 per cent.'' 

\:Yhat must be the feelings of a marrier1 
relief worker with three or four children 
when he receives fh·e days' notice of the 
Gowrnment 's intention to abolish relief 
\York without any intimation that any other 
\York will be given to him? Just imagine 
his feelings when he takes such a letter home 
to his family! \Vhat is at the back of this 
proposal by the Government~ 

]}Jr. Cla,rk: You did not vote against it. 

ilir. NHDIO: We had no opportunity of 
voting ag:"inst the regulations providing- for 
the way m which the thing is going to be 
carried out, but I do very definitely s2y that 
1f our party had been returned to power we 
would ha1·e kept these mPn on relief work 
until \Ye vvere able to hand them tickets to 
g-o to jobs. 

llere is the rrnx of the matter. The letter 
.continues--

''As you are included in the 50 per cent. 
of marrierl men who will not be entitlerl 
to intermittent relief work after 17 Sep­
tember, you are informerl that as from 
that date, you \rill be eligible for rntion 
relief assistance only.'' 

The hon. member for Logan spoke about his 
father's g-etting £7 a month and keep­
including keep, mark you! 

}f:r. Brown: I said £5 a month. 

llir. NIM1UO: In the days when the cost 
.of Jiving was cheap. 

JUr. BrO'wn: £5 a month. 

lUr. NUIMO: All right, then, £5 a month, 
but when the cost of living was cheap. In 
these days the Government propose to put 
the men on rations. Let us see what the 
Government are going to save by that. 

1\Ir. Taylor: You are not making a true 
statement. 'l'he Government are not going to 
put full-time men on rations. 

1\[r. NL'ifMO: The Government have sent 
out these notices informing the relief workers 
that they will be placed on rations. Let us 
see what saving will be effected by the 
GoYernment. The following table sets out 
the amount received by a relief worker at 
the present time, the amount that he will 
recei,·e by way of rations under the Govern­
ment's new scheme, and the saving to the 
Go\-ernment-

Intermittent 
Relief work Rations Saving 
per week. per week. per week. 
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 

Married n1an 
an cl \Yife 6 ]1 0 11 0 0 9 11 

ii\Iarricd man, 
wife, and 
1 child .. 1 12 0 1 0 9 0 11 3 

:uarried man, 
1vife, and 
2 children 1 17 2 4 G 0 12 8 

J\Iarricd man, 
1vife, and 
3 children 2 1 8 1 8 3 0 13 5 

:Harried man, 
wife, and 
4 children 2 G 9 1 12 0 0 14 9 

Of the amount to be paid for rations only 
half will be in cash. 

::lir. McLean: You know that under the 
MoorE' regime those amounts for rations 
represented the pay of the men for local 
authority work. 

lUr. NHIJ}fO: I very definitely say-­

lllr. lUcLeau and Mr. E<lwar<ls interject­
ing~-

li'Ir. SPEAI\ER: Order! I hope that hon. 
members will cease cross-firing. 

}fr. NHDIO: I very definitely say that 
the action of the Government does not amount 
to fair treatment. They are banking on the 
hope that 80 per cent. of the men will not 
accept the work that is offered in the country. 
Fnfortunately, these men have been train~d 
to say '' \Ve will refuse'' and so they \nil 
refuse the work that is offered. Then the 
Government will be enabled to carry on and 
pay the wages of the men "lvho accep~ off,ers of 
\\·ork in the country, bnt if the entue il2,000 
unemployed take the work in the country th~t 
\Yill be offered to them, the Government Will 
not be able to carry out their scheme of 
giving them full-time employment at a wage 
of £4 J s. a week. 

The fact remains that this is one of those 
schemes that the Labour Gonrnment are 
continually putting over the people. It is 
another form of their bluff. I advise e"l·ery 
rPlief worker who is offered a job to ac·cept 
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it, no matter whether it is in the far-northern 
districts of Queensland, or what his family 
conditions are, because if he does the Govern­
ment will not be able to give full-time work 
to all the unemployed. 

There is nothing wrong with relief ~work 
provided we get value for the money. The 
State would have received value for its unem­
ployment relief expenditure if the work had 
been properl:v supervised. The, Government 
l1aw been lax in canying it out. They have 
simply ladled out the money to local authori­
ties an cl said, ''Give these men something 
to do'' 1vithout seeing that the work was 
properly supervised. 

I desire to congratulate you, :VIr. Speaker, 
on again being re-elected Speaker. I know 
that other hon. members have done so, but 
I can conscientiously add my congratulations 
to theirs because you have effected many 
improvements in this Chamber since you were 
:first elected to your high office. Your la test 
improvements have been in '' Hansard.'' The 
printing and get-up of '' Hansard'' has been 
greatly improved:. I do not know that very 
man:v people read it. The paper is a littlr 
heaYier now, which might cause it to be used 
less. but the fact remains that its make-up 
is brighter ancl for this you deserve our 
thanks. 

It was very pleasing to see the Governor 
present in this Chamber again to deliver his 
usual speech. \Ve all recognise that he has 
done great work for Queenslancl as represen­
tatiYe of the King. 

It was my pleasure to attend the dinner 
giYen by the Government in Parliament 
House to Mr. Pike, the Agent-General, who 
is now on a visit to Brisbane. He was pro­
moted to that position by the Moore Govern­
ment and he has proved that his selection 
was a wise one, for he has :fi·lled the position 
better than many party hacks who preceded 
him. He has introduced a vigorous per­
sonality into his office. I congratulate him 
on tlw way in which he has carried out his 
multifarious duties. 

On the occasion I refer to "1\fr. Pike dealt 
with the possihility of artificial :fibres becom­
ing a competitor with our merino wools. He 
gave many of us food, for thought. It 
beho,-es not onlv the Commonwealth Govern­
ment hut also every person in all the States 
to see that steps are taken to prevent this 
arti:ficial substitute for wool from being used 
in this country. There is 110 doubt that wool 
is the :finest fibre that has been produced for 
the use of mankind, ancl any substitute must 
simply delude the people. Although this 
artificial fibre can be bought at a much 
rcclucecl price, it is not satisfactory in any 
>vav. It is not even warm. It does not 
holcl its shape. 

I have in my hands a sample of cloth, 
landed in Brisbane at ls. J Ocl. a yard, made 
of this staple fibre, as it is called. Thou­
sands of boys' suits are being made of it. 
Hon. members can imagine the result if only 
a small quantity of wool is mixed with it. 
It has no wearing qualities, nor does it give 

any warmth. The fact remains that it is now 
being admitted into the Commonwealth to 
compete with our woollen goods. 

As we are primarily dependent on Vi'Ool we 
should do our utmost to protect that industry 
against an article that although inferior to 
the woollen product may do great damage to 
that industry. 

The hon. member for Logan gave us a fair 
example of the type of speech that is put 
oYer electors at election time. The gullibility 
of the public in swallowing that type of speech 
is remarkable in the extreme. (Government 
interruption.) Although 1ve lost the election, 
the fact remain&--and the remarks of the hon. 
member for Logan corroborate me-that the 
Government received a minority of the votes 
oast. '.rhe hon. member went to much trouble 
to acld up the :figures, and they showed that 
although the GoYernment haYe a majority of 
members in the House they received a minor­
ity of the yotes polled. · It is a well-known 
fact that there were more people on the roll 
than the census showed there were people in 
the S'tate. (Government interruption.) 

~Ir. Gair: That is expected from you. 

~Ir. NJJUJUO: There were many factors 
that helped the Labour party in the election. 
First and foremost was the electoral boun­
daries, which had been well set-well fixed 
up. (Government interruption.) 

ltrr. SPEAI(ER: Order! Hon. members 
on my right must recognise there must not 
be interruption. There is a difference between 
an occasional interjection and continuous inter­
ruption. I hope the hon. members responsible 
will desist. 

lUr. NIM1UO: The hon. member for 
vVynnum is here despite the jerrymander· 
ing"of the electorate of Wynnum. The people 
living at Tarragindi Hill are put into the 
electorate of Wynnum. There is no 
community interest there. What factor 
operated in deciding the boundaries of that 
electorate~ That is only one of many. That 
is one of the reasons why we lost the election. 

The Premier poses very often as a prophet. 
Sometimes he is successful. He was a prophet 
in regard to the increase in the basic wage. 
'.rhat was forecast before the basic wage was 
arrived at. We know the basic wage was 
raised a few clays before the election and that 
had a Yery material effect on the election. 

JUr. GAIR: I rise to a point of order. Is 
the hon. member for Oxley in order in suggest­
ing the Industrial Court increased the basic 
wage just to suit the convenience of the 
Government of the day. 

~fr. SPEAKER: Order! Did the hon. 
member for Oxley say that or suggest it? 

JUr. NIMlUO: No, Mr. Speaker. I sug­
gested the Premier forecast the basic wage 
rise and the amount it was going to be. He 
also made the prophecy that the hon. member 
for Oxley was going to get defeated by a big 
majority, but the hon. member for Oxley is 
here with ru1 increased majority. That shows 
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he is a prophet in those things he knows some­
thing about, but in those things he knows 
nothing about, he is not a prophet. 

1\Ir. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has made a very grave innuendo by saying 
the Premier prophesied exactly what the 
Industrial Court was going to do and that he 
was then talking about something he knew 
something about. The inference is there that 
the Industrin I Comt aid listen to something 
said by the Premier. I hope the hon. member 
will withdraw. 

3Ir. :xnnw: That is just the way you 
haYe looked at it. 

Mr. SPP:U{ER: Order! 

1\Ir. NllUJIO: Perish the, thought that I 
should sa:y the Premier went to the Industrinl 
Court. I hope he didn't. 

}Ir. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber haR eonveyerl to me 1vhat is a very graYC 
innuendo; I hope he will withdraw it. 

J!Ir. NUIMO: I withdraw. 

Dealing with the motion before the House, 
after the transfer of trust funds and the 
ndoption of every other available device to 
make the deficit appear as small as possible, 
it is extremely disappointing to find the 
deficit was £228,492, notwithstanding that 
receipts were £293,196 in excess of the esti­
mate. Xotwithstanding this, one hears hon. 
members opposite, and especially the hon. 
member fO'r Logan, deploring the fact that 
nothing can be done to reduce lmemploy­
ment. They virtually apologise to the people 
of Queensland for the fact that the result 
of their six years of office is nil, notwith­
standing the promises they made. Everybody 
must be very disappointed. 

Juvenile unemployment iu particular • is 
exercising my mind very much. After six 
Years of office the Government haYe left 
the young people of the State high and dry. 
That is one way of putting it. The young 
people see nothing ahead. They are in 
•1espair. Compa'ratively speaking, very few, 
if any, apprenticeships are being served in 
this State. A large nuniber of young people 
are approaching their majority with neither 
employment nor skill at any trade. EYen­
tually it \\·ill be necessary to impOTt skilled 
tradesmen from overseas. Certainly, the ply­
wood and fibrous-plaster industries are offer­
ing opportunities of employment to a gr~at 
number, but they are dead-end jobs and stop 
short of making skilled tradesmen of the boys 
employed in them. 

vVhat are we doing to give the boy a 
chance to learn a trade~ Practically nothing, 
except that we sec a large amount of propa­
ganda emanating from the Labour Party. 
But it is propaganda and nothing else. The 
hon. member for Brisbane deploTed the fact 
that there were boys without employment and 
that others were given employment up to a 
certain t<ge and then, because they had to 
he paid a higher \\~age, were put on the 
labour market. We know that is true. Is it 
not a tragedy~ The Government >Ye re going 
to do great things for the people and bring 

sunshine and happiness into their lives, ibut 
after six years of office, the hon. member for 
Brisbane, sitting behind the Government, has 
had to make the statement that I have referred 
to. 

The Brisbane "Telegraph'' of 30 August 
states-

'' Since the beginning of 1938 to 31 July, 
:2,474 applicants have obtained positions as 
a. result of the activities of the Boarrl of 
J u;-enile J~mploymont.'' 

This paragraph is headed, ''Over 12,000 jobs 
by Ju;-enile Employment Board." That is 
propaganda, and it is untrue propaganda. 

A Government lliember: It is true. 

.:\Ir. NIJUJUO: It is untrue propaganda. 
T"l1e facts are that a boy >wnting employment, 
even if he desires to learn a. trade, has to be 
'registered at the Juvenile Employment 
Bureau, but has to find the employer himself. 

1\Ir. Power: That is not true either. 

llir. NIMlUO: It is true. He is told to go 
out and find an employer. He notifies the 
bDard when he does so, and it then takes 
the credit of finding that lad a job. Is that 
honest~ I say without hesitation that it is 
claiming credit for the employment of every 
bocr even though a boy may have found tl~e 
jdb himself. Even in those places where 1t 
has found dead-end jobs for boys through 
political influence, it has by butting in pre­
vented a decent boy from going in and 
picking up the job off his own bat. I say 
emphatically that nothing is being done to 
improve the conditions for juveniles in the 
State. 

As I have pointed out already, the Govern­
ment have been guilty of neglect of the 
interests of our young people, whereas their 
policy should be to explore every avenue for 
their employment. So concerned am I about 
the question that I went to New South \Vales 
to see what the United Australia Party Go­
vernment are doing in that State. There 
they have a system of trainee apprentices. 
Boys cnn be employed by the employer and 
taught a trade without signing any papers 
at all, :but the employer must be registeTed 
with the board as a tminee employer. Boys 
are employed by the employer only for the 
period for ·which that employer has work. 

There the position was once as bad as it 
is here now. Carpenters, joiners, bricldayers, 
and other tradesmen were afraid to take on 
an apprentice· because they could see only 
six to eight months' work ahead of them. 
The New South \Vales Govemment intro­
duced a system of training the boys for the 
period for which the employers had worlc 
The employer must be registered with the 
board and must have the board's permission 
before he can employ a boy. Boys have to 
be of good behaviour ancl they must be 
diligent. They have to :fill in an application 
fo'rm and answer all the searchin,g questions 
asked on it. The employer, too, must :fill in a 
form. Immediately those forms are handed 
in to the board, the history of the em ploy er 
is examined. He must be a man of good 
moral character, he must he a good tradesman. 
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·when the employer's work cuts out the boy 
produces the card that is handed to him by 
the board and he is given another employer. 
He may serve six employers during his period 
of apprenticeship. 

lUr. His lop: What a way of learning a 
trade! 

Jir. NllUJUO: Is not that better than 
nothing. There is something wrong when we 
eonsider that most of the Russians an cl 
Gennans ·who come to this country are trades­
men. 

JUr. Hislop: Neither you nor anybody else 
could teach a boy a trade under the system 
you are advocating. 

JUr. )I!Th[IUO: The hon. member who 
inter.ic'cterl is one of those reactionaries who 
are quite satisfied to sit clown and watch. 
I an1 bringing this forward in an endeavour 
to have something done for our boys. vVe 
must all help if we want to do anything for 
our juveniles, ancl I am offering this sug·ges­
tion. 

Under the system in New South Wales, if 
the employer does not do the right thing 
by the boy his registration is cancelled and 
he can never get a trainee apprentice again. 
Under this system great opportunity is 
afforded the boys to learn trades. In that 
State there arc thousands of youths, learning 
brick-laying, carpentry, joinery, painting, 
plastering, plumbing, and gas-fitting. Even 
when they have served their apprenticeship, 
if there is no employment for them other 
than labouring, they are much better for 
having been taught the t•rade. It is only by 
teaching boys trades that we find that some 
of them may have inventive powers that may 
bring much good to the State. 

1t may be said that that is only a system 
in which the Government trust to luck that 
the boy will iind >York with another employer, 
but it is working very satisfactorily because 
the Government are sympathetic. That is the 
great thing. They are unlike the Government 
here in Queensland. 

\Yhen the Government here got a sum of 
money from the Commomvealth to teach boys 
trades, what did they do~ They went along 
to the unions, who said, ''Oh no, there is too 
much competition in our trade. You are not 
going to teach them boiler-making or brick­
laying or ca.rpentry or any of those things 
because we cannot get enough work.'' 
''Then,'' said the Government, ''we will teach 
them to be clerks and fanners and miners.'' 
If that is not pulling the general public's 
leg, I ask you what is~ If a boy is going 
to he a clerk, the employer will teach him 
to lw a clerk; you do not have him taught 
in a tPehnical college so that he can go and 
teach his employer what to do. The best 
way to teach a boy farming is to get him on 
a farm, and we know that to give a boy a 
eourse of instruction in mining leads to 
nothing, and gives him no advantage at all. 

To sum up, tllPy took the money from the 
f'ommon;vealth, the boys who have been going 
through the various courses of training are 

elamouring for jobs, and tlw Gon'rnment have 
misled the people. 

In New South Wales the Commonwealth 
grant was £79,000. What a different thing 
was d011e there! The State Government 
subsidised that amount to the extent of 
£110,000, so that the boys could learn trades. 
There, as here, a result of the depression was 
that boys of 19 to 25 years of age hac1 never 
learned a trade. The New South Wales 
Government, instead of sitting idly by like the 
Labour Government in Queensland have done, 
instituted a subsidised scheme for teaching 
those young men to become competent trades­
men. As long as they have had a reasonably 
sound education, boys of 19 to 25, will learn 
a trade very much quicker than those starting 
at 14 or 15. I think we will all agree on that. 
The Government of New South Wales took 
that fact into consideration and iixed four 
years as the qualifying period. A boy of 19 
years starting work under this scheme is paid 
£2 in all, £1 by his employer, and £1 by the 
State as a subsidy. This is the way it works 
out-

Amount Subsidy 
paid by pa.id by 

employer. State. 
£ 8. a, £ s. d. 

First year 1 0 0 1 0 0 
Second year 2 0 0 0 17 6 
Third year 3 0 0 0 15 0 
Fourth year 4 0 0 

After he has completed four years' work he 
cctn go to the board and, provided all his certi­
iicates are in order, can be regarded as a 
tradesman. 

Mr. O'Keefe: Who issues the certiiicates? 

Mr. NllUlUO: The Apprenticeship Board 
of New South vVales. For a boy of 20 years 
of age the subsidy is somewhat similar. 
Consider now the young men of about 22, who 
are the biggest problem, and see the sympa­
thetic treatment given to them by the United 
Australia Partv in New South Wales. The 
wage paid to tlJCm is made up as follo>vs-

Amount s·ubsidv 
paid by paid by 

employer. State. 
£ s. a. £ 8. d. 

First year l 0 0 2 18 0 
Second year .. 2 0 0 1 18 0 
Third year .. 3 0 0 0 18 0 
Fourth year .. 4 0 0 nil 

Of course, the basic >vage has since increased 
from £3 18s. to £3 19s. 

I invite the House to consider this scheme 
very carefully. We must all get together, 
the Government and the Opposition, to devise 
a scheme like that so as to give our boys an 
opportunity of learning trades. This is one 
of the greatest tragedies that we have to 
face. We meet these boys, we talk to them, 
we know that they are wonderful kids, but 
\Yha t can we do? We in Opposition are 
helpless with the present Government in power. 
Something must be done. 

A Government lUember: Humbug! 
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"llr. ~nnro: I am not humbugging at all. 
I have gone to a lot of trouble over this 
matter and I have with me a ropy of a Xe\v 
South ~Wales award. Let me quote from it so 
that hon. members may make comparison \\·ith 
the industrial conditions in Queensland and so 
sec how much is being clone in New S'outh 
\Vales. 

This is one provision-

'' Any apprentice who cannot complete his 
full term of apprenticeship before reaching 
his twenty·seconcl birthday, may, by agree· 
ment between himself and his master, serYe 
his master as an apprentice until he reaches 
the age of twenty·three years.'' 

Here is another-

'' The proportion of apprentices to 
journeymen that may he taken under this 
Part by any master shall be ono apprentice 
to one journeyman, and any employer work· 
ing at the trade shall, for the pmposes of 
this award, be regarded as a journeyman.'' 

How different is the position in Queens· 
land! IT ere, the 0mployer working at the trade 
cannot be counted in calculating· the number 
of apprentices that may be employed. 

llfr. Gair: He is. 

)fr. NI.iUMO: He is not. Of course, I 
know that it is only a matter of tlw leaders' 
submitting the matter to the men and we shall 
get somewhere, hut in the past the GoYermncnt 
here has been remiss in dealing with the 
juYeniles of this State. 

}[r. Gair: An ani as would be ashamed of 
you. 

)Ir. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon. 
lll<:'mber for South Brisbane to refrain from 
making personal offensive interjections. They 
have been made for some considerable time 
this morning, and if they came from the other 
side of the House I am sure that I would 
b0 asked to take action to stop them. 

li'Ir. Nil'l:illiO: I can never forgive the 
Govermnent for wiping out the railway super· 
;onnuation scheme. It is one of the ~n·eatest 
political tragedies in the world. o 

~Ir. King: Because the scheme was not 
actuarially sound. 

Jfr. NHIJliO: Why was it not made 
sound? \Vhy just simply tell the men that 
the scheme was to be scrapped and then wipe 
it out? A large body of public servants enjoy 
a superannuation scheme to·day, but absolutely 
no provision has been made for the raihvay 
men. A railway superannuation scheme \Yas 
introduced by the Moore Government, it was 
c·riticisecl by hon. members opposite and on 
their return to power abolished. The present 
Covernment should have honoured those con· 
tractual obligations and I have no doubt that 
l<ltimately the scheme would have been proved 
to be sound. The only weakness was that 
during a period of stress, contributions were 
very much reduced. Nearly all the railwaynwn, 
\Yho discuss the matter with me, including 
some of the younger members, expressed regret 
that they had to give up their superannuation 
scheme. 

}f y time is getting short, hut I want to· 
1C'fer to cost of living figures. The state­
ment has been bruited about from one corner 
of the State to the other that the cost of living 
in Queensland is lower than in any other 
S'tate of Australia, and I believe that hon. 
members opposite think that the statement is 
correct, but I question the acwracy of the 
figures. I have in my hand Bulletin No. 19, 
containing the ''All Items'' figures. Jt dis­
closes that what can be bonght in Brisbane for 
£1 can be got in 'l'oowoomba for 19s. lOcl. I 
leave it to th·e imagination of hon. members 
to decide \Yhether goods can be carted up to 
Toowoomba and sold cheaper than in Bris­
bane. The same bulletin r1iscloses that food 
and groceries that rost £1 in Brisbane can be 
bought in Warwick for 19s. 5cl. Does any 
hon. member believe that It is just how 
tlwse statistics are compiled. I have contended 
for a long time that the figures arc not 
correct. · In fact, I investigated' the figures 
when I was in ::\felhonrne and I say that the 
cost of living in :'.felbonrne is lower. 

N mY, what is the position 1rit h rent for a 
four· or fivc·Toomerl house~ 

A Government :Jiemher: Have you 
investigated Sydney? 

~Ir. NIMMO: Yes, I have investigated the 
figm0s Telating to Sydney. Under the\ 
pTescnt method of compilation, a four or 
fiw·roomccl house in Brisbane is credited 
with a rental value of £1 a \veek, whereas 
a five. roomed house in Ch:uters To" ers is 
credited \Yith a rentnl value of 11s. 9d. 
Charters Towers is a decadent mining to\Yn. 
Doubtless many houses theTe are not occn· 
pied, and reU:tal values have accordingly 
decreased. I do not think it fair that cost 
of living figures should be made on those 
comparisons. A five-roomed house' in 
Vl'arwir-k is valued at 13s. Id. a week. 

T went to ~Warwick nnd asked where the 
houses \Yere that '"ere valued at 13s. I d. a 
wero:r. I 1; as told, ''All those houses along 
tl:>'~ ereek which are rented at 2s. n week 
are taken into consideration \Ylth other 
Tental valncs. which brings the average 
rlown.'' 'l'hell again, take Bunclaberg. The 
rental value of a five·roomed house at 
Bundaberg is given at 14s. lOcl. a week. 
The fact remains that the average rental 
1·alue of a iive·roomed house in Bundabcrg 
is more like 2iis. a week. \Vith the present 
high cost of building material it would not 
pay to put up the house and let it for less 
than that. 

I cannot for the life of me see how the 
Brisbane cost·of·living figures arc arrived 
at, especially rentals. V\T e know that mere 
shacks on the r~ogan road can be rented 
for 4s. or 5s. a week-possibly the hon. 
member for Logan kno\YS of them-bnt they 
are not homes in the true sense rd the 
word; they are mere makcshifts. Y re those 
rental values are taken in conjunction with 
other rental values and comparisons then 
made \Yith the rental values in New ijouth 
Wales and Victoria, \There the homes are 
of ~olicl brick, which keeps the people warm. 

I definitely say that the cost-of·iiving 
figures in Queensland want reviewing, anr1 
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that a more careful method of compiling 
them should be devised in order to arrive 
at the true facts. We have been told in 
years past that figmes can be made to 
prove anything. Here is evidence that sup­
ports that assertion. It is a well-known fact 
that cost of living figures are higher in 
Queensland than the Southern States. 

(Time expired.) 

Mr. HEALY (Warwick) (12.43 p.m.): I 
was rather amused at the hon. member for 
Oxley 's dragging the old superannuation 
skeleton from the cupboard, but I was more 
surprised to hear his assertion that railway­
men regretted its demise. There are several 
px-railwaymen no"· members of this Assembly. 
I think they YYill agree with me that it was 
a scheme that railway employees were well 
rid of. As a matter of fact, it was forced 
upon them. If my memory serves me cor­
rectly the scheme provided that a man on 
reaching the retiring age would receive £ll 0 
per annum as long as he lived, and to parti­
·cipate in that benefit it was only necessary 
for an elderly man to haYe paid into that 
fund £ll0. Younger members of the ser­
Yicc, on the other hand, were called upon to 
c-ontribute £600, £700, and £800 in order to 
get a similar benefit. HoYYever, that is by 
the way. 

In accordance YYith time-honoured custom I 
desire to extend to the mover and seconder 
of this motion my sincere congratulations 
upon their very fine maiden efforts in this 
Chamber. I feel that both the hon. members 
:for J\Jaryborough and Dalby will become very 
valued members of this Assembly. 

I was particularly impressed with the 
glorious Yictory achicyed for this party in the 
Dalby electorate. As a matter of fact, I 
thought prior to that Yictory that the "·inning 
of the \\'arwick scat in 1935 was an out­
standing performance, but I give similar 
credit noYY to the hon. member for Dalby. 
He achicYed at the last elections what up to 
a few months before was regarded as the 
1mpossilJle. 

At 12.45 p.m., 

The CHAIIDIAN OF C01DIITTEES (:\fr. 
Hanson, Buranc1a) relieYed :;l,Ir. Speaker in 
the chair. 

~fr. HEALY: One could not but be 
impressed with the speech deliYered by His 
Excellency the GoYernor on the occasion of the 
opening a·f this Parliament, and we cannot let 
the oecasion pass without placing on record 
our appreciation of the services that have been 
rendered to the people of Queensland by His 
Exc·ellenc;v <luring his sojourn here. \Ye arc 
also remindetl of the fact that His Excel­
lency rc1wescnts the link that binds us to the 
BritiPh Commonwealth of Nation". In the 
\'cry ('istnrbing conditions in YYhich other 
nations iind themselves, it is certainly a 
matter for congratulation that the British­
speaking races have retainccl their hole! on 
demoerac-v. I feel that on an occasion such 
as this y~·c arc in dutv bound to remember 
that it is onlY by tl{e firm links between 
the members ;f t'hc British Commonwealth 
vf Nations that YYe can hope to achieve sue· 

cess and realise the ideals that that Com­
momvealth of Nations stand for. It is the 
duty of responsible leaders in all parties to 
strive to strengthen these links. I believe 
the most efficaC-ious way is by doing every­
thing that will promote the contentment, 
happiness and wellbeing of our people, in 
short, to give effect to the old Christian 
teaching of ''Peace on earth and goodwill 
towards men.'' 

Although the Governor's Speech was short 
compared with similar speeches, hon. mem­
bers will agree that it was of very high 
quality. It may aptly be called a speech that 
was all meat extract and no hoofs or hon1s. 

The speech foreshadows legislation that, 
by all thinking people-I emphasise the word 
''thinking' '-must be regarded as courage­
ous and is aimed at providing not for one 
section but for the whole of the people of 
Queensland. 

It will be remembered that in 1932 the 
Labour Go,·ernment promisee! to do el·ery­
thing that was humanly possible to lead 
Queensland ont of the economic jnngle in 
which it had become entangled. Since then 
our efforts have been continually directed to 
achieYing that objective. 

It was found that readjustment was neither 
easy nor simple but required extreme thought, 
care, and caution. In the formulation of a 
plan to cover the intervening period it YYUS 
found necessary to blaze a track through the 
wilderness. This has been accomplished by 
the legislation already submitted to and 
approYed by this House, and, with the passage 
of further Bills forecast in the Governor's 
Speech, Queensland. will march steaclily along 
the path of progress, setting an example­
as it has clone before-in social refonn not 
merely to the other Australian States, but to 
the world in general. 

Considering the forces arrayed against the 
Government at the last elections ancl the vile 
filth clisseminated during the campaign, the 
result achieved must be reganlerl as the 
greatest tribute eYer paid to a political party 
or a Premier in the history of Queensland. 
During the course of that election campaign 
the chief promise made by the Gownnnent 
was in connection with remissions nnd reduc­
tion of unemploynl'cnt relief taxation. :Such 
reform was sought by all sections of the 
community, not only by the taxpayers but by 
those whom economic circumstances had 
forced to accept intermittent relief work as 
a palliatiYc and a substitute for full-time 
employment. 

There is no desire nor is there anv inten­
tion on the part of the GoYernment to create 
or impose any hardsiT1ips on any section of 
the community, but there is a definite desire 
nnd intention to abolish a system· that is 
not only foreign to .\ustTalian ideals and 
sentiment, but is eating into our soeial struc­
ture like a malignant growth into the human 
body. It has not only been undermining 
the morale of our adults, but also has had a 
1·ory aclYcrso effect on the lives of our boys 
nnrl girls. The result of this s:vstcm has 
been the building up in Qneemlanc1-ancl no 
cloubt the same applies to the other Aus­
tralian States-of an army of unskillccl men 
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out of all proportion to the number of skilled 
tradesmen. To this some reference has been 
made by the hon. member for Oxley. 

I believe that it is still possible to check 
this drift and rectify the position to some 
extent at least. As is well known, there are 
hundreds of decent, educated single men of 
from· 25 to 30 years of age-I know of two 
boJ"s in particular who were successful in 
their .Junior University examination but who 
missed their opportunity in the drab years 
of the depression-who have been forced to 
avail themselves of this form of work. 
Unfortunately, they were so far down the 
list of successful candidates that they were 
not able to get jobs. Indeed, in those days 
many of those near the top of the list did 
not obtain positions. The two lads I know 
of passed that examination years ago, and 
to-day they may be likened to square pegs 
in round holes; they are endeavouring to 
earn a living by hard manual yakka, work 
for which nature did not fit them. 

1 believe that it is possible to do some­
thing for such men. They have a sound 
foundation in that they have had a secondary 
education, and they have the capacity to 
learn a trade or some other useful occupa­
tion if they get the opportunity. 1t is not 
too late even now to give them the oppor­
tunity of taking a course in our State educa­
tional establishments with a view to teaching 
them a trade and then, after a stipulated 
period, make some arrangem·ent with private 
employers and with State Departments to 
draft them into the callings for which they 
are adapted or for which they have been 
given the necessary technical training. 

Another aspect of our intermittent relief 
scheme that has been the cause of a greater 
drain upon the Unemployment R.e!ief J<'nnd 
than it should have been is the task of 
providing suitable work for those of our 
men who are on the border line of invalidity, 
and who because of the rigidity of the 
Commonwealth pensions regulations are not 
eligible for imalid pensions. Hon. members 
of this House no doubt are wel! aware of 
this rigidity. It was only within the last 
couple of years that I learned that a man 
who had lost one leg or arm was not entitled 
to an invalid pension. The regulations say, 
in effect, that if a man has lost one leg in 
industry and has one leg left, he is still 
capable of taking his place in industry with 
m'en who have not suffered this misfortune. 
It has entailed a good deal of work, as hon. 
members know, and it has caused a great 
drain on the Unemployment R.elief Fund to 
administer the system humanely so far as 
these men are concerned. 

At 2 p.m., 
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

l\Ir. HEALY: The hon. member for Bris­
bane wggested last week that any measure 
for the abolition of this pernicious scheme 
should be Australian-wide in character and 
should originate from the national Parlia­
ment. With tbat opinion I heartily agree. 
At any rat~, seeing tl~a~ Queen~land hao 
taken the lead in the abohtwn of thrs scheme, 
the Common wealth should now liberalise its 

pcr1sion provisi0ns to care for border-line 
cases. 

Mr. l\Ialwr: Have not immense sums of 
loan money been expended to provide work 
::md wagesq 

Mr. HEAL Y: As is well known, the 
intention of the Government is to absorb as 
many intermittent relief workers as possible 
in full-time WO'rk. I can think of no better 
work than the water conservation and irriga­
tion schemes that have often been mentioned 
in this House. I was gratified beyond measure 
to read in the Press of a scbeme for water 
conservation formulated by Dr. Bradfield for 
Queensland. 

Mr. Nimmo: Do you think there is any­
thing in it~ 

11Ir. HEALY: I feel sure that there is a 
Yery !5r·eat deal in it, and that is proved by 
the fact that already prPparations are in 
hand for a preliminary survey on the 
Mcintyre River. I noticed in the report that 
the loss to Queensland annually of stock on 
account of drought amounts to £2,500,000, 
and also that the total cost of the scheme 
formulateil by Dr. B'radfield will be 
£30,000,000. It seems remarkable that in a 
young State crying out for development and 
for water conservation schemes, where we 
have all the necessary labour available, there 
should be any difficulty in obtaining 
£30,000,000 for such a pmpose. 

I hope that the time is not far distant when 
the financial system of this country will be 
altered to enable us to use om internal credit 
resources to provide the £30,000,000 for a 
project that will save Queensland £2,500,000 
nnnually. It is essential that something 
should be done to minimise the consequences 
of drought and at the same time increase our 
productivity. I need hardly say that over 
the past years drought has had a very 
severe effect upon primnry production as >Yell 
as incidentally upon our raihYay revenue. 

Hand in hand with water c.onservat.ion 
must go irrigation, the storage of fodder, and 
the greater production of crops. A sc.heme 
for water conservation and irrigation for a 
young State like Q:ueensland is not a Utopian 
idea by any means. I believe that the future 
prosperity of Queensland depends upon those 
two projects, and there is no part of it bet~er 
suited to irrigation nor any land more fertile 
than the Darling Downs. For moTe than 
50 years the producers on the DaTling Downs 
have reliecl solely on the bounty of nature, 
but surely the effec.ts of recent droughts 
have taught us the lesson that we must do 
something to help ourselves during nature's 
lean years. 

In that connection I desire to submit for 
the earnest consideration of the Government 
the establishment of a scheme at the head 
of the Condamine River about 6 miles above 
Killarncy where natural conditions are highly 
favourable to the conservation of a large 
volume of water and where large tracts of 
country would be benefited by such a scheme. 
I understand that when investigations were 
carried out many years ago it was thought 
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tha,t an 80-ft. weir 
1,ooo,ooo,ooo,ooo gallons. 

would impound 

Two other schemes were investigated in 
the early days-one at Spring Creek not far 
from Killarney, and the other at the head 
of Emn Creek. At Emu Creek it was 
believed that there a reservoir could be con­
structed impounding 317,000,000 cubic feet 
of water, and the officer who investigated th'3 
rroposal said he had no doubt that it v. ould 
be a highly successful reproductive work, and, 
what is more, that the soil within the gravita­
tion a:rea was such that it was not likely to 
become impo~nerished as would haprpen in 
other areas. 

There is another important avenue of 
development open to us, that of forestry. 
-without appearing to work the parish pump 
unduly, I desire to point out to the Govcern­
ment that there is an area of 1, 700 acres 
known as Morgan Park about 3 miles from 
Warwick. 

Of this 500 acres has been allocated for 
aerodrome purposes, but the remaining 1,200 
acres would make an ideal site for a fOTest 
nursery, because the soil, I am assured, is 
suited for that purpose and the area is 
permanently watered. 

I commend these schemes to the Government 
not only as avenues for the absorption of 
our workers in desirable employment, but 
also as methods of promoting the wellbeing 
of this State. 

.at question time ti1is morning :;: gave nocitoe 
to the .Premier of a number of questions 
in regard to the operations of the State 
Wheat Board and some of its personnel, 
because I am anxious to obtain either u 
refutation or a confirmation of rumours in 
circulation in the wheat districts. I believe 
that Parliament is the right place to extract 
that information, and I look forward to the 
reply to-morrow. It is well that to-day we 
should remember, after 18 years of its exist­
ence, that the State vVheat Board, or the 
pooling system, was initiated by a Labour 
Government. In initiating that pool the 
Government of the clay sponsored an economic 
idea that has been adopted in other parts of 
the world. I feel sure that there is not one 
hon. member in this House, no matter what 
political party he may belong to, >Yho is not 
proud of the pooling system that operates in 
this State, and of the fact that it has been 
emulated in other parts of the world. Not 
only did the Labour Government inaugurate 
it, but they have also mothereil: and fathered 
it down the years of its existence, conserving 
the rights of the wheatgrov.-ers of Queens­
land by the State wheat pool which, as hon. 
members lmow, has faced and overcome many 
difficulties indeed. 

Many and varied attempts have been n1acl<' 
by ve~ted interests to smash this pool. 
Indeed, one section of the milling industry 
in particular has fought it bitterly at various 
times, and it is just four years ago that this 
section attempted to get a stranglehold on it. 
Eventually, the Labour Government of the 
day were forced, figuratively speaking, to 
make these millers realise at the point of the 

bayonet that they would not be permitted to 
;i eoparclise either the interests of the Queens­
land wheatgrowers or the livelihood of the 
wheatgrowers-in other words, that the 
Government would not submit to the dictates 
of a few middlemen. 

'rhc pooling system has enabled the wheat­
growers of this State to obtain approximately 
ls. a bushel more for their wheat than thev 
otherwise would have received. That increas"e 
of ls. represents a gain of approximately 
£2,000,000 on the wheat handled by the 
pool since its inception, a great part of 
which would otherwise have gone into the 
hand~ of the middleman. That sum went 
into the pockets of the wheatgrowers in the 
first instance, and subsequently \YaS of great 
benefit to the whole community. 

During the past few months circumstances 
have again been such that it was impera· 
tive for this Government to take a stand 
in protecting the Queensland wheatgrower 
from being the victim of another attempt 
to control the pool. By some means or other 
members of the wheat pool, who are also 
members of a co-operative milling concern, 
arranged for this co-operative milling associa­
tion to be actually controlled by the manage­
ment of one of the biggest milling companies 
of Queensland. Thus members of the ~Wheat 
Board, who were elected to represent the 
interests of the Queensland wheatgrowers, 
became both buyers and sellers of '"~heat. 

It is a well-known axiom in business that 
J 1. _ _ ~ 1 1 ° , I 1 I 1 ~' I 
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himself. Bankers or trustee-company directors 
who made loans to themselves would soon 
find themselves in very serious trouble. In 
the deal between the Co-operative Milling 
Association and the private milling company, 
Government action was necessary ~to circum­
vent a deliberate attempt to deprive the 
\Vheat Board of its power to protect the 
growers. A regulation was necessary to pre­
vent members of the Co-opPrative Milling 
Association directorate from being members 
of the ~Wheat Board. In effect, the regula­
tion said that no representative of the wheat­
growers should serve two masters. It is 
impossible for him to serve on the one hand 
the milling interests that want to buy wheat 
at the lowest price, and at the same time 
faithfully represent the wheatgrowers who 
want the biggest price they can get. 

I feel sure that when the history of this 
matter becomes \vel! known the wheatgrowers 
will be 100 per cent. behind the Government 
in the action they took to protect their 
interests. In the words of one of the so­
called disqualified members of the Wheat 
Board, it is the greatest compliment that has 
been paid to the whcatgrower since the incep­
tion of the board. I agreE' with those senti­
ments, and I go further and say that it is 
but another safety valve that has been inserted 
by an alert and sympathetic Labour Govern­
ment for the protection of the wheatgrowers. 
The action taken by the Government in this 
matter is only in accordance with Labour's 
policy of helping the wheatgrower to maintain 
a system that gives him a higher price for 
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his wheat than is received by the wheatgrowers 
in any other Australian State. 

During the conrse of the debate on the 
Address in Reply an hon. member opposite 
reflected on the operations of the State 
Advances Corporation, and attempted to 
belittle the policy of the Government in build­
ing homes for the people. I take this oppor­
tunity of ren1inding that hon. rnerr11Jer and 
other hon. members opposite that the pro­
gressh·e policy of home-building that has bee;1 
pursued by the Labour Government over the 
past six years has stimulated the demand for 
homes throughout the State, and the result 
is that more than 60 per cent. of the people 
O'>Yn their 011 n homes or are paying them 
off. 'rlmt is a fact of which every hon. mem­
ber should f('e] Yery proud. The percentage 
of people who are paying off homes or own 
them in this State is higher than that in any 
other State in the Commonwealth. I hope 
I shall live long enough to see the time when 
100 per cent. of our people ·will own their 
own homes, and when we shall be able to 
relegate to obliYion that tough old l:mdlord 
who has bt'cn a barnacle on this and every 
other State for so many years. 

JUr. Nimmo: Members on this side 
inaugmated that. 

Tile Premier: The landlord system? 

}lr. HEALY: It is <'me thing to inaugurate 
a system anr1 another thing to cany out 
the system in the interests o.f the people 
for \Yhon1 jt ''as designed. 

As the Pl'emier reminds me, I have no doubt 
that the pioneers of the party of hon. members 
opposite inaugurated the landlord system. 

The GoYcTnment 's home-building policy has 
been of material aiel in the relief of unem­
ployment inasmuch as a condition precedent 
to the approml of an mhancc by the State 
A(hances Corporation is that all 'York must 
be done IYith nlr;terial of Queensland origin and 
manufneture. This policy has eneournged the 
mnnuf:ccture of building material within our 
own State and has meant that during the 
past three yc::n-s onr 5,000 men have been 
giyen cmr>lo~;ment either directly or indirectly. 

There are 0'1e or two matters in connection 
'Yith our educational system that I desire to 
refer to, but the limited time at my disposnl 
ena blcs me to refer to one only at present 
and I refer to the admission of teachers to 
the Department of Public Instruction, more 
11articulady those '"ho have 11assed what is 
called the Class 3 examination. Some can­
didates 'Yho passed this examination have 
been waiting up,yards of two years for 
appointment, but haYe received no indication 
as to '~'hen they >Yill be appointed. If the 
supply of teachers is greater than the demancl, 
the fact should be given due publicity. On 
the other hand, if the department recognises 
that Queen: land tcochcrs should first pass 
through the Teac-hers' Tl'aining College-and 
this is indeed a Yery gooa policy-I ask 
that tl1ose "·ho have been successful in tll8 
Class 3 examination should at lenst he given 
an opporiunit.'· to pass through that col!('ge 
with a Yic'Y to subsequent aprlOintmcnt in 
the Queensland teaching service. 

.:fir. llRASSINGTON (Fortitude Valley) 
(2.23 p.m.): The hon. member who has just 
resumed his scat delivered a very comprehen­
sive and interesting address and one that 
shows he has a sound lmo,vledge of many of 
our agricultural problems and the other affairs 
of the State. 

\Vith other hon. members I take this oppor­
tunity of extending my congratulatiori:s- to 
the mover and seconder of this motion. Both 
gentlemen acquitted themselves very credit­
ably and displayed a sound knowledge of the 
many and varied problems confronting this 
State. I hope that they will be long spared 
to us and that the people will show their 
confidence in them by returning them to serve 
the State in this Assembly for many years. 

Reading the Speech delivered by His Excel­
lency, which is a resume of the Government's 
policy, one is struck by the progressive note 
it strikes and also by the cardinal point in 
that policy, the orderly planning of develop­
ment. There is no hon. member 'Yho can 
object to the introduction of such a policy. 
I did not have the opportunity in speaking 
upon the t'Yo measures passed by this 
Assembly since the opening of the session to 
bring this development about, and I now 
take this opportunity of expressing favom­
able opinions upon some of its phases. 

One recognises that this great State needs 
rrs much development as it can get, and 
an~- Government ,,-ho follow a policy of 
clcYclopment arc rntitlod to a fnll measure 
of support, not only from hon. m<'lnbors of 
tl:]s Houso but also from tho wl'ole of our 
C1t1Zcns. I helie\'C that O'."ery citiz~n \Yho 
wishes to sec Qnemslnnd progre,:s and who 
hn" confi<1E';1r~ in the welfar<' of the people 
\Yill gin~ the Gon'rnmcnt dne crcclit and 
e,~e~·~r ros~.ible support in an ClH1C:l\~our to 
mcL)t a Y l'}T tryi11g sHuntion antl to nu-tke 
this the great Si~te that it is destinerl to be. 

One is imp res~ •cl by se,'eral important fac·· 
tors. I bcli~ :e that eYrrY hon. member will 
agte2 that in Queenslnnd 've have perhaps 
the most ''"cm] ·dul trrritorv in the world. 
It hns almost e,·ery natural resource, with 
a mngnificent climate, and if wise govern­
nwnt is continued, it will play its part in 
the future hapTJiness of mankincl and make 
n great rontrilintion indeed to the 'yclfare 
0f civiJi,,ation. BEt there arc one OT t\YO 

things that give us rnuse anc1 cause us to 
t:!s'- om-sclY~s qucctions as to its possibili­
ties. \Ye nre impressed by the magniturlo 
of the problems before us. \Ve realise, for 
example, that in an m·ea of 670,500 square 
miles >Ye han a population of barely 
1 ,000,000, in other words slightly more than 
one person to r'lch square mile of tcnitory 
in the State. That must g-iw every citizen 
of Queenslaml food for deep tlJOnght :mcl 
we might well ask ourselves if it is not time 
we pushed on with the job, speerlec1 up 
rlew•lopment ancl improved the State as much 
ns "lYe can in the shortest possible time. 

Other countries can-y denser populations, 
aml some ha Ye reae her1 the enormous figure 
of approximately 47± people to each square 
mile. \Vithont endeavouring to mn ke pro­
phesies as to the future, we might Yel'Y '""11 
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nsk ourselves if it is 11ot possible that this 
extensive territory, with so few in it, will 
excite the envy of the less fortunate peoples 
throughout the world, especially those that 
are so over-crowded that the problem of 
sustaining nn existence is becoming acute. 

Vve read in our ne\vspaper every morning 
of the threat or possibility of war. I do 
not desiTe to discuss that question in this 
Assembly, but I do desire to offer the opinion 
that nationalistic strife and hatred among 
peoples is basically a contest beh,·eeu those 
nations that have and those nations that 
have not territory ample for their needs. 
Impressed as we are by that fact, we must 
dwell on the thought that here we have an 
immense open territory that will hold many 
more millions of people. Again I emphasise 
the fact that we must of necessity and as 
a matter of duty get on with the work of 
development so that the population of this 
eoun try will be increased to the maximum 
in the shortest possible space of time. Let 
us make one or two other very necessary 
observations. One of the things that strike 
me most is the fact that there are advocates 
not only in Australia but in other parts of 
the world who are seriously challenging our 
right to hold this great territory and at the 
same time maintain a Vvhite Australia 
policy. 

Only a. few weeks ago a responsible citizen, 
an Anglican bishop living in New Zealand, 
advocated handing over a part of Australian 
territory to Japan for developmental purpos.es. 
We had Lorcl Somers, a fanner GoYernor of 
one of the Australian States, endorsing thnt 
opinion. T'hen, in the colunms of a very 
responsible newspapeT of this State, the Bris­
bane '• Telegraph,'' there appeared on Tues­
day, 6 September of this year, an article 
written by a man namecl St. Georgc :!\Inns­
bridge which was a definite attack upon our 
·white Australia policy, upon those ideals 
that "-e have fought for anc1 have ma.in­
taineil. It showed a desire to throw over­
board the White Australia policy and to 
substitute for it the introduction of black 
labour, low wages, and the shocking, scandal­
ous conditions operating in the loiY'-wage 
countries. 

The time is opportune, and it is my rluty, to 
quote some of the opinions expressed by this 
gentleman in the article entitled, ''Has the 
White Australia policy failed"~ He begins 
the article by saying-

"Why the North should still be handi­
eq.pped by such an impracticable policy as 
\Vhite Australia is c1iffirult to understand.'' 

He then goes on to say-. 

''The future of this country is of far 
greateT importance than all the vote­
seekers, therefore this White Australia ideal 
must go, or at least be substantially modi­
fied.'' 

Then-

'' J\Iy suggestion \Yonld be to utilise the 
services of some 20,000 aboriginals who 
live in the North. 'l'he aboriginal reserves 
appear to be continually growing smaller, 

but, before they vanish entirely, let us, 
for once, consider these people seriously, 
and help them to help Austmlia. '' 

That is the thin edge of the wedge of break­
ing do\m the White Australia policy and 
introducing colomed labour into the con· 
tinent. 

This gentleman then abandons any attempt 
at concealment and says-

'' There should be a resurvey of the 
X orth, a general exodus of imported white 
workers.'' 

In other words, according to him the \Yholc 
of the tropical North of this country should 
not be settled by white people at all. Our 
white citizens who have created industries 
and carYecl out homes for themselves in the 
X OTth ancl have helped to make that policy 
Yalua ble to Australia should, according to 
him, be forced to leaYe the territory and 
hand it over to the blacks. 

Jir. Brand: Is he speaking of the whole 
of X orthern Australia~ 

3Ir. HRASSINGTON: He is not dealing 
particularly \Yith the N OTthern Tenitory. If 
this suggestion is accepted, how long will it be 
before the advocates of black labour, not 
merely in Aust'ralia but in other parts of 
the British Empire, will argue that other parts 
of Aastralian tenitory also sbonld be com­
mandeered for the purposes of ntilising black 
labour? ·when we see an attack upon the 
principle of White Australia, no matter whom 
it comes from, we realise that behind it is 
the endeavour to bTeak down the conditions 
anc1 prosperity enjoyed by the majority of 
the citizens of this country. 

The article goes on-
'' Later we might even consider the 

importation of Indian and Chinese· citizens; 
but, at the moment, let us make use of 
onr mn1 people.'' 

I think that belabouring this argument is 
not worth while at this jTmcture, but I 
emphasise that it is our job to see that we 
maintain our right to a White Australia by 
proeeecling with a policy of developrr:ent, by 
settling our counh·y as early as poss1ble1 by 
building up our population and defimtely 
making the White Australia policy a per­
manent attainment. 

For that reason I wholeheartedly subscribe 
to the Government's aim to develop this coun­
h'y and to maintain existing standards anr1 
conditions and generally to give to our people 
:1 better deal than they are getting at the 
present time. I take this oppO'rtunity, too--

3Ir, Brand: And a sound poiiey of immi­
gration? 

JI~·. BRASSIXG'i'ON: I shall have some­
thing to say on that later. I suggest to this 
Anglican bishop of N' ew Zealand, Lonl 
Somers, and St. George ::\Iansbriclge and othcl' 
advocates of a Black Australia, that it is not 
for them to attempt to shape the national 
policy of this ccmntry, that it is for tl1e 
responsible Australifm statesmen to cle,·ise 
Ansh·,,Jia's policy an<l to let the l;cople of 
... \ustralia know \Yhat arc the responsibilities 
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of Australian Governments in this connection. 
I think every hon. member in this Assembly 
should take the opportunity to dissuade these 
gentlemen from making such utterances, and 
at all times take the opportunity to main­
tain and protect a policy that we all ought 
to hold dea:r, a policy of White Australia 
with decent conditions and a progressive 
standard of development. 

An hon. member opposite interjected, ''A 
sound policy of immigration.'' Let us con­
sider that important question. In this coun­
try there are two schools of thought in regard 
to populating Australia. There is the school 
of thought that apparently has never learnt 
anything in the last 30 to 40 years, a school 
of thOl:ght that believes that the pro!blem of 
populating this countTy can be solved by the 
indiscriminate introduction of a large number 
{)f immigrants without anv consideration of 
the ultimate effect upon Queensland or Aus­
tralia. The other school of thought, the 
more modern school, representing democracy, 
is led by the Labonr movement, and includes 
those \Yho believe in progress and stand for 
a reasonable standard of Australian ideals. 
This believes that the best way to populate 
this r.ountry is to develop it properly-to 
push on settlement, build towns, and develop 
industr-ies, and so automatically lay down the 
foundation for a strong, virile population 
that will be an asset to this great Common­
wealth of which we h:we the privilege to 
be citi,, ens. 

Let ns compare that policy of building 
up our population with the introduction of 
migrants without restriction, >Yithout choice 
and without consideration of its effects upon 
the people here, where we already have a 
large army of unemployed that industries 
<:annot ahsor'h. This policy is a wrong one, 
nml if carried into effect will increase the 
number of unemployed and help considerably 
to break down the conditions now enjoyed 
throughout the Commonwealth. That is a 
lesson that we cannot overlook, it is a rule 
that we cannot ignore, but I believe that 
every progressive Australian >Yill oppose a 
policy of wholesale immigration and will 
favom a policy of progrC'ssive development 
designed to open up the country, build towns, 
increase the population, and so make Aus­
tralia the self-supporting nation that she is 
destined to be. 

I think we can all agree on this important 
}JOint that the sooner we develop our State 
the greater "·ill be the benefits conferred 
upon the people, and that the sooner we get 
on with the job the sooneT shall we have the 
assurance that we shall be able to hold this 
territOTy and maintain the policy of White 
Australia. I am satisfied that the Govern­
ment are proceeding upon very sound lines 
in laying down a scheme for planned develop­
ment. By this means we shall know what 
>Ye are doing and where we are going and so 
shall o'btain the results that we set out to 
achieve. 

It is very evident that if the Government's 
policy of developing the State and maintain­
ing a White Australia policy is to succeed 
·enough money will have to be made available 

for the PUl'llOse, but the question arises: 
whose is the responsibility to make the finance 
available~ I am satisfied that every pro­
gressive citizen belie,·es that the Loan Council 
and the CommOinYealth Government should 
shoulder their share of this responsibility. 

The people of this State should insist upon 
these authorities' standing up to their respon­
sibilities. I for one sincerely hope that when 
the Premier goes to the Loan Council again 
and with other leaders of democratic thought 
in this State states the case for the people 
of Queensland and the other States, and lays 
down the amount of finance required for 
developmental purposes, he will receive the 
support of public opinion throughout Queens­
land and the rest of Australia. I sincerely 
hope that the plans for the development of 
our State will be carried out and it will not 
bP hamstrung by a lack of financial support. 
That is a very important issue and one on 
which the people of this State-if they desire 
the Goyernment to govern as they should, and 
if they desire a progressive policy to be 
carried out-should give the Government, 
through the Premier, a full measure of sup­
port, thus forcing those who hold the financial 
strings in the Commonwealth to see reason 
and lend the financial aiel necessary to enable 
a policy in the people's interest to be carried 
out. If only we could achieve all our splendid 
plans there would be infinite possibilities 
ahead of us. That depends on the measure 
of finance available. 

Some of the things we can achieve are 
really attractive when we give them considera­
tion. One of the most attractive features of 
a policy for developing this State was rather 
fully dealt with by the hon. member for 
Warwick, that is, the possibility of overcom­
ing the greatest ravage this State or the 
Commonwealth has ever known-namely, 
drought, and its effects upon our people and 
upon their prosperity. If only this plan can 
be implemented in the future to solve the 
problem of water and fodder conservation, 
then one of the principal problems that face 
this State will be overcome, and in its place 
we shall have a greater degree of security for 
our people. 

Did not the Speech dwell on this important 
aspect of the subject by referring to the fact 
that in the past few years the great flocks 
in this State had increased by 4,000,000 ~ That 
alone indicates the possibilities that lie in the 
future if the ill-effer.ts of drought can be 
mitigated by the Government, if they obtain 
the financial support they are entitled to 
receive from the Commonwealth and so eau 
carry out their great developmental scheme's 
in their entirety. 

The very basis of this policy is the proper 
recognition of the financial claims of this 
State by the powers that control the Common­
wealth, and I repeat that the people, through 
their representatives, should support this 
claim of the State for a recognition of its 
financial necessities, so that this develop­
mental plan can be carried out in its entirety. 

Coming nearer home, we have somewhat of 
a problem on our hands to-day, consequent on 
the changed conditions of those who are out 
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of work as a result of the Government's 
policy. There are many useful works that 
could be done in the metropolitan area to 
give many of our unemployed citizens full­
time employment under proper conditions. I 
shall be pardoned for taking this opportunity 
of bringing before the notice of the Govern­
ment some public works in the metropolitan 
area that merit consideration. If finance is 
forthcoming and these public works can be 
undertaken, much of the distress from which 
many of our people are suffering will be 
alleviated. 

The first suggestion I have to offer is 
one that may be rather ambitious but 1 
believe it is one that will have to be' investi­
gate~ eventually and will prove of great 
benefit to the people of the metropolitan area. 
I refer to an investigation into the possibility 
of the electrification of the city and suburban 
railways. 'l'here are people who will say that 
is impossible. Let us not argue with them. 
I recognise that the cost of carrying out this 
work would be considerable and would eaU 
for. much effort, but there would be compen­
satmg auvantages. At the present time our 
locomotives are steam-driven and the people 
have to put up with the inconvenience caused 
by coal dust. The electric train service 
would be clean and far m·ore speedy. 

Mr. llfaher: It would mean less work for 
the coalminers. 

. Mr. BRASSINGTON: If our plan is fully 
Implemented ana we can go right ahead as 
we hope the Government will be able to 
do, other industries will be developed that 
will create work for the coalminers for whom 
our friends opposite are shedding crocodile 
tears to-day. 

As I was saying, an electric train service 
would be cleaner and faster and much more 
attractive to the public and the cost would 
be largely recouped by the additional patron­
age by the people. I hope the matter will 
be investigated. 

Mr. Russell: The Pre,mier has already 
turned it down. 

lUr. BRASSINGTON: It is a matter that 
is worth reviewing. If it cannot be done 
to-day or in three years' time it could be 
investigated when finance is available. 

My second suggestion is the elimination of 
railway level crossings in the city. I have 
spoken on this matter before, and I do not 
wish to enlarge on it. A few weeks ago 
I read a report in the Press that the Uomm1s­
sioner for Railways proposed to use Roma 
Street as the principal railway station in the 
metropolitan area, and that it was proposed 
to run the northern traffic, both passenger 
nnd goo<1s, through N ormanby and Mayne 
.Junction. If that policy is adopted it will 
mean an increase of traffic over two leYel 
cTOssings, one at Bowen Bridge an cl the other 
at Cam·pbell street, Bowen Hills, which are 
danger spots at the present time. From time 
to time reports of accidents at these cross­
ings appenr, sometimes persons are injm·ed 
and sometimes loss of life occurs, and if the 
traffic over these crossings is to be doubled 
or trebled as a result of this change, the 

persons using those crossings will run a 
greater risk of injury or death. 

My suggestion in regard to level crossings 
may also be regarded as a little ambitious, 
but I believe that when the Gover1lll1ent are 
in the position to proceed with works in this 
city that is one of the proposals that should 
receive consideration, because it is a work 
that would give employment to our people 
and diminish the risk of accident and death­
to many of our citizens. 

I could say much more on this matter, but 
my time is limited, and I wish to make some 
observations on other matters. 

I would suggest to the Minister for 'frans­
port that the department investigate the 
Brunswick Street railway station, wbich was 
long since obsolete, and needs improveme1~t. 
If at all possible a new station should be 
erected. 

It is evident that the capacity of the 
Government's planning policy to provide work 
for our workless will be the measure of its 
success. I feel that some consi:leration must 
be given to the causes of unemploymen~ anu 
the general effect upon the wellbeiiJg of all 
citizens. To deal briefly with the question, 
may I say that it and the menace of war are 
the gravest problems at present facing man­
kind. Since the industrial revolution that 
took place in England from 1770 onwards, 
unemployment has increased in severity. It 
has visited England as a plague in the form 
of depressions and caused untold hardship and 
suffering to tens of thousands of people. In 
our time Governments have made honest and 
serious attempts to solve this very difficult 
problem. In the United States of America 
approximately 12,000,000 persons are unem­
ployed, even though President Roosevelt with 
unlimited supplies of dollars has a complete 
programme for the organisation of agricul­
tural and other 'industries. 

As to Queensland, is there any fair-minded 
citizen who will deny that the Government 
have made tremendous and amazing efforts 
to grapple with this problem~ Have not the 
Government been striving for tLe last six 
or well nigh seven years to grapple with it. 
As the Leader of the Opposition interjected 
when the hon. member for \Varwick \Yas speak­
ing, have not immense sums of loan money 
been expended to provide work and wages 
for our people~ Despite it all, seemingly 
this problem can keep abreast with all eiiorts 
to cope with it, and thus one is forced to the 
conclusion that some consideration should be 
given to its causes and whether it can be per­
manently solved under the economic system 
under which we live. 

I have read the works of many prominent 
economists. They have expressed the opinion 
that a large number of those who are dis­
placed from industry haYe been permanently 
displaced and will never again find a perrnan­
ent place in inuustry under the present 
economic system. That is not my opinion nnd 
hon. members opposite may not accept that as 
a sound conclusion, but whether they do so 
or not, the fact remains that the problem i~ 
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pressi11g. It is still with us and the Govern­
ment are making an honest and straightfor­
\rard attempt to grapple with it and to give 
to tho~e who are out of work full-time employ­
ment ancl the best possible cleal. 

Reverting to the theme of my earlier 
remarks, I repeat that if the Government's 
plan is to ><ncceed they v;ill need financial 
resources with which to do it, and if we 
acce]'t the opinions of many of the world's 
mocst famous thinkers that under our economic 
system there must be a permanent army of 
unemployed, >Ye mnst also accept the corollary 
t!Jat as that nrmy grows thnt economic system 
must in the end break down. I am not going 
to giYe my opinion to-tlay on >vhether it shonlf1 
be allowed to break clown or whether it shonld 
he stnyef1 np; I merely suggest to hou. mcm­
heTs opposite, who represent wealth, privikge, 
and property in this Chamber--

llir. llfaher: Xot too much of it. 

::lTr. BR,\SSJXGTON: When this or any 
other Labour Government attempt to care 
for the lwppiness and wellbeing of the 
peopln. by le.g·islation that may ·mean an 
nttnck npon property or wenlth hon. mem­
bers opposite are the first to object. I sug­
gest tlmt if the opinions of the world's 
greatest economists, writers, and thinkers cau 
be taken s2ri ously, and if we can assume 
that h the rwl the system will break doiYn, 
those who do not desire to see it break down 
but to s0r it retnincd should be the first to 
make the sarrifire. Those who have the 
most to lose should be the fi·rst to prm'ide 
the mrans to make this or any other plan 
of Clevelopment the unqualified success that 
it deserYes to he. 

l\Iro RrmHl: Do you mean more taxation? 

lllr. UR\SSiillGTON: T shall have a word 
to sn_;" on thn t later. If we ran judge the 
deY ·lopmcnt of the svstem by the apparent 
economic opention of la>Ys, and if in the 
bst nna]ysis this system n·entunllv brer.ks 
do-wn thr'ong·h it-s o;vn W(' >kness, the ve::Jed 
intere~ts thnt the hon. member represents 
will lo•e ('\"0r:·thing. Surely >Ye on this side 
nre 1101 n~king· too much when we ask that 
this plnn he g·i,·cn n fni1· trial, that it 
reeeiye sounc1 support, anrl that the persons 
.,~ho h;,ve the most to lose should be the first 
to come forward to support the Government 
and to see that they arc not restricter1, that 
they m·c not hamstrung by lack of financial 
eo-operntion ::mr1 so pre.-ented from carry­
ing this splnJC1ir1 itlea into effect. 

The ~1on. 1nPn1hcr foT I sis intPl'j cc tell, ''Do 
;·on menn more taxation?'' I am not going 
to r1iscnss raxntion to-dny other than to say 
thr.t hon. members opposite apparently speak 
with two Yoices upon this important matter. 
Di·l th~y no., thr"ugh the ''Telegraph'' and 
other responsible newspapers, year in and 
yen out, demanc1 that this Government. 
rc·luce the unemployment relief tax~ Their 
cry was, ''Taxation is too heavy. You are 
stifiin,g indllStry. You arc preventing the 
dewlo1nncnt of this State." Now taxation 
is goi;1g to he reduced in this State, and 
coincidentnlly with that we see in the daily 

ue,,spapers that the Lyons Government pro­
pose to increase the sales tax and so take 
£1 200,000 a yrar more out of the pockets 
of' the people of Australia. It is proposed 
also to levy other taxes. The sales tax, of 
course, will come out of the pockets of the 
people who can least afford to bear it. Not 
a word from hon. members opposite about 
this additional taxation! They have con­
tinuously assailed this Government over the 
unemployment relief and other taxes, and 
now, when they have an opportunity to make 
a fight on behalf of the people of the country, 
they are silent. 

I have a rather remarkable article here that 
appeared in the ''Telegraph'' of 8 September, 
1938. I am not going to quote or comment 
on this article, which is entitled ''A Social 
Danger,'' other than to say that this very 
responsible and well-edited newspaper, which 
influences public opinion in this State to a 
great extent, was one of the newspapers that 
clamoured with hon. members opposite for a 
reduction of relief tax in recent years. It is 
right that we should refer to these things 
because, after all, this Government are honour­
ing their election promises. Hon. members 
opposite, knowing that the Lyons Govern­
ment are increasing taxation, have not a word 
of protest on behalf of the people of Queens­
land. 

Like other hon. members in this Assembly, 
all of whom I believe to be sincere, I trust 
that the Government's policy will be com­
pletely successful. I hope also that during 
the period of transition from relief work to 
full-time employment the hardships to be 
endured by a section of the community will 
not be upon them for long. Howe\'er, for 
every person who thinks, for every member of 
our movement from the leader down to the 
last m81nher of the rank and file, there is a 
valuable lesson to be learned. It is that until 
the people control the financial resources of 
the Commonwealth of Australia, until the 
conb·ol of the financial machine is taken from 
a group of inteTested persons and Yested in 
the people, the problems we face to-day and 
haw faced in years gone by will alwnys be 
>Yith us. I think it will be the duty of the 
Labour Government to lead the fight against 
Yested interests, against those >Yho stand in 
the wny of progress, and I hope that the fight 
will be crtrried on until social justice, toler­
ance, and reason become the rightful privilege 
of every citizen in the community, irrespective 
of his station. 

J}Ir. NICKLIN (Murrumba) (3.2 p.m.): 
~U the outset I should like to join with 
hon. members in expressing appreciation of 
the fact that His Excellency the Governor 
has been reappointed for a further term of 
office. During the time he has been Go vernal' 
of Queensland he has lost no opportunity to 
make himself familiar >Yith all parts of the 
Shtc and with the activities of every section 
of th' community. During his recent 
Yisit to Great I3ritnin tllG work he did on 
behalf of Queensland, particularly for our 
primary industries, has earned him commen­
dation from all quarters. I think his 
reappointment is a yery happy thing indcecl. 



Address in Reply. (13 SEPTEMBER.] Address in Reply. 401 

To you, Sir, I should also like to extend 
my congratulations on your reappointment as 
Speaker of this House. During the last six 
years you have upheld the dignity of your 
position and, in my opinion, have fully 
merited the confidence that has again been 
reposed in you. 

I wish to bring before the House and the 
Govemment a major disaster that is facing 
one of our great primary industries if action 
is not taken in the very near future to assist 
it. I refer to the pineapple industry. This 
is not a matter for dilly-dallying but for 
immediate action if this valuable industry is 
to be saved. The industry has had its ups 
and do;,'ns. In the past it has managed to 
recover from the knocks it has taken, but the 
knock that it has received on this occasion 
is the most serious of all. 

This time last year pineapple growers were 
getting £9 6s. Sd. a ton for their fruit at the 
cannery. They are now getting £5. We must 
take into account also the fact that the 
growers have to face rising prices of the 
commodities that they have to use to produce 
their crops. During the past 12 months there 
have been two rises in fertilizer prices, the 
price of cases has increased almost 50 per 
cent., and the cost of other commodities used 
by the industry has risen proportionately. In 
consequence, the 1,500 growers engaged in 
the pineapple industry in this State are fac­
ing a very difficult position. It might well 
be asked, what caused that position~ To sum 
up briefly, it was brought about by a small 
shortage in fruit as a result of drought in 
1936 and 1937, which gave a false impression 
of the real position in the industry. 

To amplify that statement it will be neces­
sary to cover briefly the history of the indus­
try over the last few years. In 1930 anc1 
1931, owing to the large proportion of fruit 
that couhl not be consumed in the Common­
wealth it was necessary to export a very con­
si<lerable quantity, and that at a big loss to 
the in<lustry. In 1931, under the Atistralian­
Canadian trade agreement, a very valuable­
preference was obtained for the industrv 
which ga;-e the growers heart ancl canse~1 
them to plant again, but unfortunately next 
year, under the Ottawa Agreement, that pre­
ference was lost, but the industry gained a 
l :'5 per cent. ad valorem preferential duty in 
the United Kingdom, and later got a further 
preference in Canada, which gave the growers 
sufficient encouragement to continue to export 
to that Dominion. Aided by a large grant 
from the Sugar Industry Concession Com­
mittee, exports in 1934 hac1 grown to over 
100,000 cases, but, unfortunately, the decline 
in export set in bee a use of drought an cl the 
increased consumption in Australia, and, 
naturally, the Comn1onwealth Government 
asked why the industry did not take steps 
to increase its export. The industry was 
taking steps to meet the situation, but, unfor­
tunately, it was unable to combat the weather 
conditions that then prevailed. This inquir:;" 
from the Commonwealth Government, allied 
with the short crops due to c1rought, gave 
the false impression that there was an oppor­
tunity in the pineapple industry for 
unlimited expansion, and that idea 1vas 

fostered by statements that appeared in the 
Press at the time. 

I quote from a paragraph that appeared 
in the ''Courier-Mail'' of 4 April, 1936, 
under the heading of ''A Million Pound 
Crop of Pineapples"-

'' A million-case crop is the objective of 
the Minister for Agriculture and the leaders 
of the industry.'' 

On the 14th of the same month the '' Tele­
graph'' came out with an article headed-

'' Grow More Pineapples. 
''Campaign Proposed. 

''Minister Replies to Critics.'' 

Those were the captions on a rather good 
article written by the Secretary for Agricul­
ture and i::ltock explaining the reason for the 
proposed extension of investig-ation work in 
the indush·y, but unfortunately the effect 
of that article was spoilt by those headlines, 
which helped to give a wrong im'pression 
about the industry. 

At that time the position was such that 
the manager of the Committee of Direction 
of Fruit Marketing saw fit to issue the follow­
ing warning in the metropolitan Press:-

' 'Based on Press report of a recent 
conference between the :Minister of Agri­
culture and his officers, Mr. Duthie repre­
senting the canners, and myself on behalf 
of the pineapple industry, the impression 
has been formed in many quarters that the 
Committee of Direction is advocating the 
wholesale planting of pineapples. i::luch a 
polic}"--without a canners' guarantee to 
handle at a reasonable price all pineapples 
surplus to market requirements-would n?t 
only be a betrayal of those at present m 
the inclnstrv but would inevitably result 
in a land bo~m and the probable ruination 
of many men at present not engaged in 
pineapple culture.'' 

That is more or less what has happened 
to-day. 

Notwithstanding that warning we find, 
that after a tour of the Secretary for Agri­
culture ancl Stock in North Qilleensland, 
many very optimistic Press reports appearetl 
in the provincial Press in various centres, in 
regard to the possibility of pineapple culture 
in thosf' areas. They did not appear one 
day; they appeared day after day with the 
result that many persons in North Queens­
land got very interested in the possibilities 
of pineapple culture. 

In opening the Rockhampton Show in June, 
1936, the Secretary for Agriculture and Stock 
painted a very rosy picture of the possibili­
ties of pineapple culture in the Rockhamp­
ton and snrrounc1ing districts. It drew forth 
a leader-and a very good leader, too-from 
the Rockhampton ''Bulletin'' on 30 June, 
J 936. It was headed'-

'' i\1r. Bulcock discovers pineapples.'' 

In that article the 1niter said that not­
vrithstanding the rosy picture \Yhich hacl been 
painted by the Secretary for Agriculture and 
Stock it was very esseiitial for growers to 
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be assured that a market was available before 
they entered into the cultivation of this 
crop. 

After these optimistic Press statements, 
a very decided warning was issued by the 
Australian Canned Fruits Control Board, 
which is responsible for the sale of our can­
ned fruits overseas. It was dated 10 July, 
1937, and read--

'' The recent heavy increase in pineapple 
plantings in Queensland is concerning the 
Canned Fruits Control Board, and the 
board desires to sound a warning. The 
annual average yield oi pineapples in 
Queensland is 800,000 cases, and about 45 
per cent. is surplus :Druit, and is absorbed 
by the canneries. The export markets 
available to Australia for canned pine­
apples are limited both in numbe·r and 
volume.'' 

The manager of the Committee of Direc­
tion followed that statement with a warning 
in the "Telegraph" of 12 July, 1937, to the 
effect--

'' During the last year or so the idea 
has become firmly established that our pine­
apple industry offers scope for unlimited 
development necessary to meet the crying 
demand for the British and Canadian mar­
kets for Australian canned pineapple. The 
prevalence of such an idea, with its natural 
corollary, unlimited production, is a 
definite danger, said the manager of the 
Committee of Direction, Mr. B. Flewell­
Smith to-day when commenting on the 
warning issued by the Secretary of the 
Canned Fruits Control Board (Mr. W. J. 
Adams) regarding the heavy increase in 
pineapple plantings in Queensland.'' 

Yet >Ye finc1 in the metropolitan Press, and 
in country Press also, a statement issued 
by the Secretary for Agriculture and Stock 
The following statement appeared in the 
Gym pie "T'imes·" of 30 July, 1937 :--

''While the Government was anxious 
that the pineapple industry should expand 
it was sensible of the dangers of over­
production, and it would therefore make 
a survey of the industry, said the Minister 
for Agriculture and Stock (Mr. F. W. 
Bukock) to-day. 

''In pointing out the dangers of over­
production of pin,eapples in Queensland 
the Canned Fruits Control Board had over­
looked two factors, (1) by the use of 
acetylene treatment the period oYer which 
fresh fruit was aYailable to consumers was 
widened considerably, and (2) there were 
possibilities of a Yery extensive market 
for pineapple juices which had already 
won a place for themselYes though prac­
tically all the sources of supply were out­
side Australia.'' 

Now, although the :Minister in one part of 
that statement giYes a warning in regard 
to over-production, yet he is optimistic 
enough to say that because of the acetylene 
treatment and increased sales of juice there 
was nothing very much to be worried about. 
Unfortunately, the acetylene treatment has 

not been the suceess that was expected of 
it as a result of the initial experiment, and 
unfortunately again the Australian people 
cannot be encouraged to develop the 
habit of drinking fruit juice that appears to 
be common in America and other parts of 
the world, where it seems to be a daily prac­
tice for the people to have a pint of some 
kind of fruit or tomato juice to begin the 
day with. That habit, unfOTtunately, has not 
become general in Australia. 

lUr. Russell: It is growing. 

~Ir. NICKLIN: It is growing, but it 
has not grown sufficient to meet the needs 
of the industry. 

The article concludes by saying--

'' It would be difficult to estimate when 
saturation point would be reached, Mr. 
Bulcock added, but a well-ordered system 
was necessary. As the department did not 
wish to encourage persons to enter into 
uneconomic production it was about to make 
a survey of the people engaged in the indus­
try, those who contemplated engaging in it 
shortly, the total plantings, and the estimate 
of average yield. When this information 
was gathered it would be possible to find 
a balance between production and sale, a,nd 
growers would be advised of the position.'' 

When the E•stimates for the Department of 
Agriculture and Stock were under considera­
tion in 1936, I pointed out what would happen 
if some control was not exercised in the indus­
t:y. I pointed out that if unlimited plantings 
were encouraged it would be faced with serious 
difficulties within a couple of years. Again 
last year I advocated that a census should be 
taken in order to ascertain what the position 
would be when the new areas that were 
planted came into production. That census 
was taken but unfortunately we have hacl no 
mmouncemcnt from the Minister as to what 
difficulties would face the industry when the 
new areas came into production. In view of 
the fact that I directed their attention to the 
matter, the Government must accept some 
responsibility for the position facing the indus­
try to-day. 

The Commonwealth Government must also 
accept their share of the responsibility. As 
late as 7 January this year, Sir Earle Page 
made the following statement:--

''Controllers of the pineapple industry in 
Queensland have slept for the last fiye years 
on the opportunities for the expansion of 
their trade in the British market secured 
to them by the Ottawa Agreement.'' 

What is this trade that the pineapple indus-
try has slept on and >Ye haYo lost in the 
United Kingdom 9 The tmdc we are losing 
means a loss of 2s. 9d. et dozen on each dozen 
30-oz. cans, 2s. 5d. a doYen on each dozen 
:20-oz., :mrl 1s. 1 d. a dozen on each dozen 16-oz. 
exported. 

At the present time we have more canned 
pineapple for export than we have an export 
market for. Recently the Hawaiian canners 
announced a drastic m·ice reduction of Is. 
to 4s. a dozen in the -United Kingdom. We 
hnYc had to follow suit. Moreover, o>Ying 
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to the over-supply of canned foods in the 
United Kingdom, the sales of canned fruit will 
be seriously affected. 

~Ir. Riordan: Did the Committee of 
Direction enter into any agreement with 
Duthie Bros. as to the establishment of fruit 
canning at Bowen W 

lUr. NICii:LIN: No. The Committee of 
Direction made no arrangement with Mr. 
Duthie in regard to the cannery. 

;}Ir. R.iordan: No agreement at all? 

lUr. NICKLIN: I understand Mr. Duthie 
gave the growers of Bowen an undertaking 
that if they produced 50,000 cases of pineapple 
for canning he would put a cannery there. 

That is the position that faces the industry 
to-day. I have several suggestions I wish to 
place before the Government. In the first 
place I think the position of the industry 
should be placed before the Commonwealth 
Government and that Government should be 
asked for financial assistance to cover losses 
by export for the next two years to enable 
thP industry to readjust itself, The State 
Government can help in that readjustment 
by introducing legislation to stabilise the 
industry in this State. I suggest that con­
trol of the pineapple industry should be 
establishe'l in Queensland under legislative 
authority by a committee. That committee 
should be composed of a representative each 
from the Department of Agriculture and 
Stock, the Pineapple Sectional Group Com­
mittee representing the grower'S, and the 
canners. Perhaps the personnel could be 
increased by a member representing the whole­
sale fruit trade of this city. It should have 
power to declare districts, i.e., districts in 
which pineapples can be grown, in order to 
prevent an uneconomic expansion of the indus­
try. There is an epidemic of planning at 
the present time in the legislation brought 
before this House, and surely an industry 
such as this, which means so much to the 
State, both from the point of view of employ­
ing a great number of Queenslanders and 
that of an exporting industry creating credits 
abroad, should have its development planned. 
Development should not be allowed to con­
tinue as it has done in the past. The indus­
try should not be allowed to expand, and 
then fade away, and so in the net result 
fall back several years. 

JUr. Riordan: Will you tell us your inten­
tions regarding the co-operative factory that 
you intend to foster at B'owen ~ 

JUr. NICKLIN: I am not talking about 
that at the present time. That has nothing 
to do with this a.~pect of the subject. Perhaps 
I shall come to it later. 

The Seocetary for Mines: Mr. Duthie is 
prepared to put up a factory and to handle 
50,000 cases of pineapples. What market has 
he in mind~ 

Mr. NICKLIN: He said that a number of 
years ago. I think he would like to get out 
-of it no"·. 

lUr. Rlordan: Not so many years ago. 

:;ur. NICKLIN: The committee should be 
given power, in addition to declaring pine­
apple districts, to assign areas. By that 
means I do not mean to stop production in 
the industry but control planting as our 
market develops. It is useless to produce a 
commodity for ,,-hich there is no profitable 
sale. As our market develops, we can increase 
the assigned area. Power should also be 
given to allocate proportionately each 
grower's crop to the fresh-fruit market, to 
the Australian canned fruit market, and to 
the assisted export market, i.e., the fruit that 
is exported with assistance from the Sugar 
Industry Concession Committee. If there 
should be any surplus, it should be exported 
at 1vorld parity, which at the present time 
would return the growers £2 13s. 4d. a ton, 
which is less than a farthing a pound. This 
would ensme to each grower his fair share 
of available markets. 

Power should also be given to license can­
neries. After all, control of the canning 
side of the industry is very important. It 
1vould be useless if canneries were allowed 
to spring up all over the place like mush· 
rooms and place an inferior article on the 
market. This would retard the sales of 
canned fruit. 

Last but by no means least, steps should 
he taken to explore a]] the avenues for increas­
ing consumption of both fresh and canned 
fruit by the creation of a fund for advertis­
ing. That fund could be provided by a levy 
both on the canned and fresh fruits. 
l:ndoubtedly there are many avenues for 
increasing the sales within our own borders, 
and they should be exploited to the limit, as 
well as those for overseas sales. 

As an illustration of the value to Queens­
land of this industry and of the extent pro­
duction has increased in the past twelve 
months, I quote some figures. In 1937 the 
total production of pineapples was 758,835 
cases, of which 20,097 were exported to the 
United Kingdom, 14,772 to Canada, and 1,926 
to New Zealand. For the summer crop of 
1937 239,440 cases were processed and 111,395 
cases for the winter crop. In the summer of 
1938 357,556 cases were processed, and up to 
the second of this month, in the winter of 
this year, 162,925 cases were processed. For 
this year a total of 520,481 cases of pine· 
apples were processed. 

This year we shall produce over 1,000,000 
cases of pinea.pples, and it is estimated that 
the production will be even greater next 
year. At present 1,422 growers are engaged 
in the industry with 5,885 acres under pro­
duction and 1,254 acres of fresh plantings. 
From those figures it will be seen that this 
industry is a very valuable one. In addition 
to the employment of the 1,400 odd growers 
actively engaged in the industry and the 
workers they employ, a great amount of work 
is given in other industries in that the pine­
apple grower uses many commodities in the 
production of his crop. The industry is of 
considerable value to Queensland. It is in 
such a position that something will have to 
he done in the very near future if it is to 
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be kept solvent. The onus is now on the 
Government to do that something. 

lUr. Riordan: Do you not think there is 
an onus on the grower as well~ 

Mr. XICKLIN: The grower has done 
what he has been asked to do. He has 
increased production to provide for the wants 
of the overseas market that was obtained for 
us as a result of the preference secured over­
seas. 

During the course of this and other debates 
in this House, many speakers on the Govern­
ment side have spoken about what the 
Government have done for the primary pro­
ducers· of Queensland. 'Ne give the Govern­
ment credit for the fact that they have 
done something for the primary producNs, 
but, unfortunately, for some unknown reason, 
there are some sections of the producers for 
which the Government will do nothing. One 
of those sections are the milk producers, who 
supply the metropolitan area. Efforts ha.-e 
been made for years to induce. the Government 
to do something for those milk producers. 
Undoubtedly they have been treated shabbily 
by the Government. The suppliers of milk to 
the metropolitan area have been crying out 
for a number of years for some consideration, 
and I hope that it will not be long before 
something is clone. 

Judging by the comments that were made 
durin!l the last election campaign I thought 
that ~ne of the Bills that would be listed itl 
t.he Governor's Speech on this occasion >Yould 
lJe a Milk Bill. but that was not so. It was 
only when the' producers took the law into 
their O\Yn hands a few months ago and ~ea<>ed 
supplying the metropolitan area that the 
Government took action and gave them a non­
marketing rJOard. This, however, i3 only a 
prJnan.-o anct IS Dy no means a solution of the 
clifJiculties confronting these producers. 

1Jnfortunately, since that milk strike a 
number of milk producers have been victi­
mised. By this victimisation a number of 
producers who have expended all their energy 
and spent all their liYes on the land in order 
to supply milk to the metropolitan area have 
been denied the right of sending in supplies. 

~!r. Riordan: Who victimised them? 

~Ir. NICRLIN: The milk vendors in the 
metropolitan an'l. 

In 1932, \vhen this GoYCl'EJncnt -,yerc 
returned to office, a promise ·was 1nade by the 
Government and bv nmc or the candi.J.atcJ 
on behalf of the G~'·ernment, that a Milk Bill 
would be introduced. I give credit to the 
hon. member for Enoggera for his strong 
advocacy of this Milk Bill. A committ ec 
was appointed by the present Goyernmcnt in 
1932 to investigate this Jll"Oblem of milk 
supply in the metropolitan area, and it stated 
in its report that some action should bo talzen 
to establish a milk board. 

In J 934 a sub-comm'ittee of the l':lTlia­
mentary Labour Party also agreer1 that a 
Milk Bill should be introduced, and I ha.-e 

here a cutting from the ''Courier-Mail'' of 
17 October, 1934, which I shall read-

'' Milk Supply. 
''Party Decides on Bill. 

''Central Depot Proposed. 

''After a postponement of two ylears the 
City of Brisbane :Milk Supply Bill is to be 
introduced by the Government.'' 

\Ye are still waiting for it, and thoro does 
not seem to be any sign of its coming along 
yet. 

During the last election campa.ign the 
Labour candidate >vho opposed me-a very 
jHomising candidate he was, too; he promised 
ewrything all over the electorate-is 
reported in the ''Courier-Mail'' on 29 lliarch, 
1938, as quoting a letter on the subject from 
the Secretary for Agriculture and t:ltock. 
The article states-

' 'Milk Industry Control Bill. 

'' .:\feasure Drafted, says Labour Candidate. 

''A letter from the .:\linister for Agri­
culture (Mr. Bulcock), read by the Labour 
candidate for Munumba (Mr. G. A. H. 
\Vatson), speaking at Samford, stated that 
a Bill dealing with the milk industry had 
been drafted, and would be introduced on 
the return of the Government. 

'':Mr. \Vatson said the dairy farmers 
in the Dayboro district in the past had 
been unable to agree among themselves 
about co-operation, and were mainly to 
blame for the bad position of the milk 
industry. Immediately the Labour Govern­
ment found they were willing to co-operate, 
it gave them the protection of a non­
marketing milk board, vvith a view to the 
ereanon or a marKeting board as early as 
possible. 

''The letter which he had received from 
the :\Iinister for Jo ~Ticultnre that day said: 
'J'\ ow that all sections seem to be working 
in harmony, very favourable consideration 
will be gi.-en towards increasing the powers 
of the producers in ensuring an adequa tc 
and hygienic milk supply to the city. The 
new Bill which the Labour Government will 
introduce will have very wide powers, and 
will cover all phases of production and 
nnu ket:ing. ' ' ' 

That is "7d1at the Labour candidate '~1id 
during the election carnpuign antl_, seeing that 
he protlucef1 the letter from the Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock stating that the Bill 
had been drafter1, I expedecl to see it li· ted 
in the Go.-ernor 's Speech as one of the mea­
sures to be considered n t this session of 
Parliament. 

]fr. O':lieefe: Your electors turned it 
clown. 

:l!Ir. ~ICKLIN: Fortunately, my electors 
ha.-e more sense than to take much notice 
of Labour promises. It seems as if the 
C~overn1nent 1vcro not going to introduce the 
meastuG this session although Brisbane is 
the only capitDJ city in the Commonwealth 
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that has no legislation to govern it'< milk 
supply. 

There is undoubtedly justification for the 
creation of a board, in the big ·waste in distri­
bution if in nothing else. One of the bogies 
always raised when a Milk Bill is mentioned 
is th<at it will mean an increase in the price 
of milk to the consumers. That has not been 
so in other cities of the Comm'onwealth. 
Looking over the results achieved by the 
operations of the Milk Board in t-lydney, since 
it \Yas established in January, 1932, up to 
the end of the financial year 1936-1937, I find 
that total sales of milk have amounted to 
£-1,961,322. During that time the price to 
the consumer has not altered. There haYP 
been several increases to the producer, brought 
about by savings effected in distribution costs 
and by the fact that the distributing com­
panies in 8ych1ey haYe taken the cut ancl 
given an extra share to the producers. 

Whereas the poducer to the Sydney metro­
politan area receives from 1s. 1c1. a gallon 
for his milk, which is sold at 6d. a quart, 
here in Brisbane, 1vhere the retail price to 
consumers is about the same, the producers 
for the last two or three v'ears haYe been 
getting from 6d. to 11 d." a gallon. The 
Sydney J\lilk Board hns accumulated a fund 
of £62,516, after p~ying to the produceTs a 
bonus of £30,180 and without in any way 
acting detrimentally to the consumer in 
increasing the price of the product. 

Thus it is seen that by a proper system 
of organisation and distribution in that city 
the producers lmve had a fair deal and the 
consumer ha.s got a good proc1uct at a. very 
reasonable price. In Brisbane, without an 
efficient system of control, the position is 
fni'r to neither the 11roclucer nor the con­
sniner; the , on sun1cr "'is not getting the pro­
rluct thnt he rl8serws and the producer is 
by no menns gettu1g the price that is his 
right. Before the session concludes I hope 
the Government will have seen the error of 
their v;ays ancl have introduced a measure 
to deal -i'vith the milk supply in the metro­
politan al'ei,. 

:lir. RusseH: Are you asking for a board 
of producers~ 

::ur. NICKLIJ'\: I\o, I would have repre­
sentatiw'; of the consumers on the board, 
too. 

Before I conclude I should like to clra"IY 
attention to the differentiation in ):ailway 
fares on the North Coas·t ancl South Coast. 
By the South Coast I mean the section 
between Brisbane and Tweed Heads, which is 
a losing section. The fares on that section 
are condderably cheaper than those on the 
;\forth Coast, which is one of the best paying 
sectimm iu the State. The single second­
class i':lTc on the South Coast from South 
Brisbane to Southport, a distance of 50 miles, 
is 5s. 6d., but from Brisbane Cent'ral to 
La.nclslJorongh, a distance of 51 miles, it is 
Ss. From South Brisbane to Tweed Heads 
on the South Coast, a distance of 69 miles, 
the fare i~ ~s. 3d,. whereas from Brisbane 
Central to PalrmYoo.c1s on the North Coast, a 

distance of 60 miles-9 miles less-the cost 
is 9s., or 9d. more. 

vVhy should there be this differentiation~· 
Landsborough and Palmwoods serve the North 
Coast seaside resorts, yet the people aTe dis­
couraged from going there because the rail" 
way fares are cheaper on the South Coast. 
The cost of a Saturday,Sunday excursion 
second-class return faro from South Brisbane 
to Southport is 5s. 6d. and to Tweed Heads 
Ss. 3d., whereas on the North Coast for 
simila'r distances the cost is 9s. to Lands­
borough and 10s. to Palmwoods. This differ­
entiation is having a detrimental effect on 
the development of the North Coast, and in 
my opinion there should be an equitable 
adjustment of fares. If one can travel 69 
miles for Ss. 3d. on the South Coast line, 
one should be able to traYo] the same distance 
for the same fare on the North Coast, instead 
of having to pay 9d. more. 

To compare other fares charged in the 
:ne.tropolitan are~ with fares in the count-ry 
rt rs found that one can travel from Brisban8 
Central to ::\Iayne, a distance of 2 miles for 
2cl., but in the country one has to pay 6d. 
to travel 2 miles. The fare from Brisbane 
Central to Toombul, a distance of 5 miles, 
in the metropolitan area, is 5d., ,!Jut the cost 
of travell'ug the same distance in the country 
is lld. I'Vhy should not count'ry people going 
to. their 1e1arket tmYn, say a distance of 5 
nnles, be able to tra.vel for the saxne rate 
that people in the metropolitan area are 
rharged instead of OYer twice as much~ This 
is plainly a l1ifferentiation in favour of the 
people liYing in the metropolitan area.. There 
should be a reyicw of fares in the country 
districts to bring them on a level with those 
in the met:ropolis. 

I commend these suggestions to the 
Govcnnnent and hope some action will be 
taken to bring about a levelling-up in these 
rail fares, and thus give to one important 
section of the people the same opportunity 
to develop that is given to another section. 

liir. POWER (Barooua) (3.41 p.m.): At 
the outset I desire to congratulate you, 1\Ir. 
Speaker, on again being elevated to the high 
nnd important office of Speaker. That is 
due in the first instance to the good sense 
of the people of the Gregory electorate in 
again returning you to Parliament, and, in 
the second place, to the confidence that has 
been shown in you by hon. members on both 
sides of this House. It is a compliment, Sir, 
that the Opposition did not take advantage 
of the opportunity of nominating a candidate 
a.gainst you. 

I regret very much that the sectarian issue 
was raised at the last State election. I do 
not propose to discuss that subject in Parlia­
ment. I desire to treat it with the contempt 
that it deserves, but I desire to congratulate 
the people of Queensland on their intelligence 
in not falling to that filthy issue. I could 
if I so desired link up the names of hon. 
members of the Opposition with this party. 
On one occasion I made it my business to go 
to a certain place where a meeting was beino· 
held to foster this sectarian issue. I saw ~ 
c:ertain man 1Yho is a member of this 
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Parliament, and a member of the Opposition, 
attending a meeting of this alleged Protestant 
Labour Party. 

lUr. }~dwards: What were you doing 
there~ 

J\Ir. POWER: I was there watching to 
sec who were going in. 

3Ir. Edwards: You were pimping. 

1Ur. POWER: I was watching to see who 
\Yl'TC going there. I also desired to sec if 
any member of my organisation was not 
playing the game by not honouring the plcc~ge 
he signed as a member of the Australian 
LaLonr Party. I was Ycry pleaseci that not 
one of them attended. but if the hun. :nember 
for ::\ anango c1csires I could name the lwn. 
mem!Jer "·ltom I saw there. 

lUr. Edwards: I suppose you reported 
them. 

Mr. POWER: If any member of my 
organisation had gone there I should have 
taken the opportunity of dealing with them 
in the right "ay. 

I congratulate the l'eople of Queensland on 
not being associated with such a filthy issue. 
I could give the history of some of the people 
connected with that organisation. I do not 
propose to do so inside Parliament, otJ::er­
wise people would say that I was takmg 
ad.-antage of the privilege of PaTliament. J 
ha.-e definite C\ idcnce in connection \Yith ono 
indiviuual associated with that party who was 
associated with another man's wife, and 
when her husband found out, she committed 
suicide, and at a later date the husband also 
committed suicide-all as a result of this 
individual's conduct. I do not want to deal 
with that question further, but shall treat it 
with the contempt it deserves. 

This Government have done all that they 
possibly can in the interest of the people 
and development of this State. The Rural 
Development 'rransfer and Co-ordination of 
Powers Bill, which was recently passed by 
this House, is indicative of the sincerity of 
the Government's desire to rid Queensland 
of the intermittent relief scheme. It is a 
measure that is well worth passing. It will 
be admitted on all sides that during the 
transitional period some hardships will 
possibly occur, but I believe that when the 
scheme is launched properly it will receive 
the co-operation of the public that it deserves, 
and it will, therefore, make for the success 
of the Government's policy. Although it will 
be somewhat of a hardship on those who 
have to go out to the various parts of Queens­
land, I believe that within a short period 
the position will adjust itself. 

'rhe intermittent relief scheme has been 
exploited by the local authorities throughout 
Queensland. It would be interesting to 
obtain the figures showing the number of 
permanent employees engaged by local 
authorities previous to the introduc-tion of 
the intermittent relief scheme and the num­
ber permanently employed after the relief 
scheme had been in operation some time. I 
belie;-e the figures would be startling. On 
nu m hers of occasions local authorities took 

advantage to curtail their expenditure and 
the Government subsidy was used to carry 
on work that should have been paid for out 
of their ordinary revenue. By those means 
they were able to reduce their rates. 

In many instances local authorities 
employed relief workers on ordinary road 
ma.king. At Southport men were engaged 
laying >vater mains. It was never intended 
that that clnss of work should be carried 
out under i.hc intermittent relief scheme. 
\Vater supply is a necessary work from the 
health point of view and it shoulcl not be 
done by relief work. The Co-ordinator­
General of Public Works will be able to pre­
\'ent mw exnloitation of the intermittent 
relief scheme' in the future. 

J\fanv local authorities applied to the 
Go,·en{ment for a loan and subsidy to carry 
out certr1in specified \York. They speeified 
the number of men who wonlr1 be engaged 
ancl the period the work would take, but 
instead of employing that nnmber of men 
they c•mployed a lesser number for a much 
longer period. I maintain that if a local 
authority-or any body ehc-enters into a 
contract with the Government, it is its duty 
to cr1rrv it out. The Co-ordinator-General of 
Public' \\r orks can compel r1 local authority, 
subjec.t to the ri.ght of appeal, to carry out 
certain works. Thne are quite a number of 
works round the city of Brisbane and other 
parts of Queensland that should be carried 
out in the interests of the people. I refer 
particularly to a number of open sewers. 
Some time ago it was suggested that the 
overflow was ea used by the running of storm 
water by the \Vater anrl Sewerage Depart­
ment of the Brisbane City Council into the 
se"·ers. In a number of cases that was not 
the cause of the trouble, but in the low­
lying districts the sewers did not have suffi­
cient capacit;v to take a\Yny the storm waters. 
In r1n area adjoining my own, part of a 
three-valve sewer has been converted and we 
find that now it is emptying into a six-valve 
sewer open at both ends, with the result 
that the water has merely been shifted from 
one area to another without relief to the 
people further do\vn. This should be recti­
fied in the interests of both health and con· 
venience. When it rains for any length of 
time many streets are under water. I am 
not exaggerating when I tell hon. members 
that I have inspe~tcd Vincrnt and Torwood 
streets, in J\Tilton, after heavy ra.in and 
found 5 feet of water in the street and 
people unable to leaYe their homes. 

']'he Co-ordinator-General of Public Works 
should investigate this class of work. I 
nnderstanc1 during the recent floods various 
low-lying areas were inspected', and flood 
levels taken and that there is in the Bris­
bane City Council a plan showing such areas. 
Proper storm-water sewers should be con­
structed, taking into account the respective 
catchment areas. That is work of a very 
important nature and should be carried out 
by the local authorities. 

The use of concreto in the construction of 
ro'ads as a substitute for bitumen is an 
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important matter that should be given con­
sideration. I understand that bitumen to the 
value of £30,000 was brought into Queens­
land last year, and we should explore every 
avenue to prevent this importation of a 
foreign-produced article. Roads constructed 
of bitumen do not compare favourably with 
those of c•oncrete and something should be 
done to make the local authorities and the 
Main R.oads Commission construct concrete 
Toads in lieu of bitumen roads. From the 
traffic point of view, particularly in wet 
weather, bitumen Toads arc dangerous, especi­
ally at night when glaring headlights on 
motor cars add to the difficulties of drivers. 
}fany drivers arc not courteous enough to 
dim their headlights and, as bitumen roads 
aTe dangeTous, it ·\Yould be in the interests 
of the State if the use of bitumen could be 
eliminated and cement substituted. 

There are many facilities in this State for 
the manufacture of cement, and, although 
I know that the cost of a cement road is 
greater than that of bitumen, I fail to see 
why it should be so. Bitumen has to be 
imported from overseas, but no doubt the 
workmen of Mexico and other places where 
it is manufactured work very long hours and 
receive a. very low rate of pay. Within 
Queensland there are natural facilities for 
the manufacture of cement and at any rate 
an investigation should be made to ascer­
tain why its cost is so high and if some­
thing cannot be done to reduce it. A reduc­
tion of cost would mean an extension of 
use, and· the natural corollary is that the 
grea'ter the production the less the wst. 
Every avenue should be explored with a 
view to expanding an industry that can be 
carried on within the State, thus creating 
employment and effecting a saving in the 
amount of money sent overseas. 

As to unemployment relief work and the 
desiTe of the Go7c:..nment to rid Queensland of 
it, one must realise that 50 per cent. of the 
unemployed men of Queensland live in the city 
of Brisbane. Some consideration should be 
given to the fbding of work in the metropoli­
tan area for those men who are here. A very 
important pie0e of work that could be under­
taken \Yould be the constnrction of a rat-proof 
wall along the river bank from Grey Street 
Bridge to the Regatta Hotel. We know that 
there have been a. number of land slides along 
there in the past, that work is being carried 
out there and that Coronation Drive, as the 
R.iver R.oad was re-named after the Coronation 
of our present King, is being re-christened 
''Corrugation Drive,'' a description with 
which I heartily agree. Some action \Yill have 
to be taken to maintain that river bank and 
the construction of such a wall c.ould be 
undertaken with safety. A number of men 
could be employed upon it as well as in the 
quarries obtaining stone. It is essential, too, 
from a health point of view. 'vV e know that 
the Health regulations provide that house­
holders must take every precaution to keep 
their premises free from rats. It is just as 
important that our river bankr> should be 
proDfed against them. I could advocate many 
other schemes that would mean absorbing 
great numbers of our unemployed, but that 

would be futile, unless we know where the 
necessary money is coming from. The 
Commonwealth Government should give more 
favourable consideration to the repeated 
requests that have been made by our Premier 
at Loan Council meetings for more loan 
moneys for the development of Queensland. 
We have heard a good deal about the develop­
ment of Victoria, but that State would fit into 
ono corner of Queensland. As our State is 
so large and our population so small, it is 
necessary that a. fair amount of taxation shall 
b8 levied here, but the Loan Council should at 
least give serious consideration to the repeated 
requests that have been made by this Govern­
ment for more loan money for the purpose of 
developing Queensland. 

I have pointed out in this House preYiDusly 
that money can always be made available to 
prosecute war. If it can be made available 
for the destruction of human life, then it 
should be made available for the preserva­
tion of human life, and for the purpose of 
giving to those unfortunate people in Queens­
land, and Australia, \Yho are unemployed, an 
opportunity of enjoying a decent standard of 
living. The Commonwealth Government have 
the money. It is stored a. way and it should 
be made available to Governments when they 
ask for loan money. If more loan money is 
made available to this Government, it will be 
spent in the right direction. Hon. members 
opposite have complained on more than one 
occasion of the expenditure of huge sums of 
loan money by this Government. I remind 
those hon. members that we cannot develop 
the State without spending money and there 
is no reason whatever why the future genera­
tion should not share in the responsibility 
of meeting some of the redemption payments 
on the various loans that are made available 
t0 this State. There is nothing wrong with 
borrowing money so long as it is spent in the 
right direction, and it has been so spent in 
the pa~t. \Ve are doing all that it is possible 
to do to help the unemployed of Queensland. 

I wish to refer now to the great number of 
aecidents that have been occurring in the 
city of Brisbane for some time past. The 
Commissioner of Police is doing all that he 
can to reduce accidents to the minimum by 
educating the public, but I maintain that 
the local authorities are responsible in no 
small measure for the great number of acci­
dents that are occurring in the city at the 
present time. 

At 4 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES (Mr. 
Hanson, Buranda) relieved Mr. Speaker in 
the chair. 

. Mr. POWER: The traffic regulations pro· 
V1de that you must drive as near as possible 
to the lefthand kerbstone. However, roads 
are built with a bitumen strip on the crown, 
while the shoulders arc left unmade. I think 
it \Yould be well if the local authorities gave 
serious consideration to putting the bitumen 
on the shoulders of roads instead of on the 
cro\Yll of them, thereby enabling drivers of 
vehicles to carry out the traffic regulations in 
their entirety. That seems to be sadly 
neglected by local authorities, and I urge 
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the Secretary for Health and Home Affairs 
to take the matter up with them. 

The other day I paid a visit to the Dental 
Hospital, having business to do there. J'.fr. 
Vidgen, the gentleman in charge, asked me 
if I should like to have a look over the insti­
tution. I was amazed at the number of 
persons I saw waiting for attention: it was 
like an early-door rush to a picture show. I 
inspected the whole of the building and sa>Y 
the excellent work being done by that depart­
ment. To see the staff doing very fine work 
in such a small space causes one to realise the 
need for the construction of the new dental 
hospital. I urge hon. members who have not 
visited the Dental Hospital to do so and to 
see the very fine work that is being carried 
out by Mr. Viclgen and his staff. 

I regret to learn that we are going to lose 
a wry valuable officer of the State Children 
Department in the near future. I refer to 
Mr. Clarke, who has been in charge there for 
some time. He is a man very suited for the 
position that he holds, and I think it will be 
hard to replace him. He seems to have the 
temperament for the job and commands the 
respect of all those with whom he has been 
associated. I sincerely hope that when he lays 
down his pen he will enjoy for the rest of his 
life a well-earned holiday. 

A great number of advertisements have 
appeared in the Press recently inclicati;1g an 
exploitation of child labour. You can pick 
up a paper any clay of the week and you will 
find advertisements for boys to ride bicycles, 
perhaps with the words ac1c1ec1, ''Must have 
junior pass'' or ''must own bicycle.'' I have 
made inquiries from a number of young lads 
who have obtained positions with the firms 
that advertise in this way and find thnt they 
are receiving the magnificent sum of 12s. 6c1. 
a week. The parents of such a lad is com­
pelled to buy a bicycle. paying it off at the 
rate of 5s. a week, so that they are recci,·ing 
approximately 7s. 6c1. a week from th•3 
employer. 

I think it is a pretty bad state of affairs 
to find large loads carried by boys riding 
bicycles about town. It is at times impossible 
for them to see directly ahead by reason of 
the large number of parcels they are carrying. 
I think the Police Department should give 
some consideration to compelling employers to 
safeguard the lives of these lads by not over­
loading them. Accidents are reported every 
day, and many of them are caused by the 
carrying of large parcels. 

Another matter I should like to refer to is 
the congestion of traffic in George street, 
Brisbane. To advocate the widening of the 
street would be futile, because that ilwolves 
a considerable expenditure. I am not com­
plaining either about the vehicles parked in 
the street, because one has to park somewhere 
in order to do business, but I am concernerl 
about the slow-moving tram traffic in that 
street. Perhaps the trams arrive at the inter­
section of George and Adelaide streets a 
minute or two early and so that they ,,-ill 
not arrive at the Railway Gates aheaa of 
time they creep slowly down Ge01·ge street. 
there by holding up a considerable line of 

motor cars and other vehicles. Tho traffic 
branch of the Police Department should take 
the matter up with the Tramways Depart­
ment of the Brisbane City Council immedi­
ately with a view perhaps to reducing the 
running time between the intersection of 
George and Adelaide streets and Countess 
street, a11cl thus speeding up the tram traffic 
in this narrow street. The traffic is held up 
in the evening and again in the morning, and 
it is necessary to get the tramcars out of the 
way as quickly as possible. It will be neces­
sary to give serious consideration to the 
adoption of one-way traffic in many other 
streets in the near future, and earnest con­
sideration in this respect will have to be 
given to George street. 

The hon. member for Oxley dealt with the 
employment of juvenile labour and quoted 
many figures in support of his contention. At 
times he makes some very startling state­
ments that are likely to damage the credit of 
the State. In fact, at times he is prepared 
to say anything without any regard to conse­
quences. He said to-day that the Govern­
ment had done nothing to find work for the 
boys and girls of this State. He knows that 
statement is not true. He also said that no 
boys were being apprenticed, but if he had 
only taken the trouble to look into the matter 
he would have found that a number of boys 
had recently been apprenticed in the Railwa;· 
Department. 

The hon. member referred to a scheme that 
was in operation in J'\ew South ·wales, but I 
sincerely hope it will never be introduced into 
Queensland. For some considerable time the 
Master Builders' Association and others ha ye 
urged the introduction of such a scheme here. 
The hon. member said that builders and otheTs 
would not apprentice boys because they could 
not be certain of providing them with work 
for longer than eight months and so would 
be l'Csponsible for training them for the 
balance of the term, but he knows that that 
statement also is not correct. He knows 
that the Apprenticeship Committee permits 
the transfer of apprentices from une employer 
to another and he also knows, or should know 
-and he should not debate the subject unless 
he knows-that there is an agreement. whereby 
members of the Master Builders' Association 
may transfer apprentices from one employer 
to another when a contract is running out. 
That arrangement has been in operation for 
some time. 

My point i3 that the GoYcmmn1t are doing 
all that they can to find \York for the juveniles 
in this State, but my concern is that a numlwr 
of employers, including those associated with 
plywood mills, advertise for boys, keep them 
in employment for a time, and dispense \Yitll 
their services as soon as thev are entitled to 
a higher rate of pay. They t.hcn advertise for 
a fresh lot of young boys hut the first lot 
have Teally wasted their lives in having 
accepted employment which the employer knew 
was to last for only a limited time. That 
practice is being continually carried on in 
many timber and ply mills in and around 
Brisbane. The emplo~·ers advertise for a 
strong, healthy boy 1Yll0 must not be more 
than 16 years of age, keep him for 1:2 months, 
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work him as hard as they can, and then 
throw him on the unemployment market. The 
employers should at least give a little more 
consideration to the welfare of these young 
people instead of ruthlessly dispensing with 
them in the way that they do. 

In a number of timber mills and case 
factories these young boys are asked to work 
near circular saws. There is in my electorate 
the spectaG,]e of a lad not more than 17 
years of age who is now minus all the fingers 
on one hand as a result of an accident that 
occurred when he >Yas working at a circular­
saw bench. The Labour inspectors should 
give serious consideration to my suggestion 
that they make a rigid inspection of a number 
of factories in order to prevent similar 
accidents from arising. No lad of 16 or 17 
years of age should be allowed to o-o near a 
circular saw. It might be necessary"to amend 
the law to deal with this matter. If so 
then it should be done as quickly as possible: 
. The Government are doing, and will co;:J.­

tmue to do, everything possible to relieve 
the situat~on in respect of unemployment. 
I have noticed that a number of local authori­
ties are calling meetings to see in what way 
they can help the Government. I believe that 
the scheme is a worthy one. If that is so, 
it is only right that employers should co-oper­
ate with the Government. Should the scheme 
prove a failure the Government can take 
credit for having attempted to rid Queensland 
of this i:Jatermittent relief scheme, but if the 
scheme receives the !lO-operation and sup­
port from. those local bodies and employers 
to whom It should appeal, then I have no 
doubt as to its ultimate success. We know 
that quite a number of local bodies view it 
sympathetically. 

We know, too, that quite a number of 
persons who were associated with the intro­
duction of the intermittent relief scheme were 
the first to condemn its abolition. We know 
also that both the Country Party an<:t United 
Australia Party policies aimed at the total 
abolition of the unemployment relief tax. If 
they realised that desire how can they pla·ce 
men on full-time employmenH They ·.gave 
voice to that policy both on the hustmgs and 
over the air. ,.If the people had unfortunately 
put them in a position to carry out that 
policy, what would they substitute for it to 
relieve the distress occasioned by unemploy­
ment~ They merely attempted to hoodwmk 
the electors. Unfortunately, they succeeded 
in doing so in 1929, and the people on this 
occasion were determined not to give them 
another opportunity. If the Government get 
that eo-operation from the people which they 
deserve in therr effort to place the nnem­
ployed on public works, they will hav.o i.lUC­
ceeded in ridding Queensland of a system 
which should never have been introduced. 

This part of the policy of the Government, 
as well as those other matters mentioned in 
the Governor's Speech, will, I feel sure, be of 
benefit to Queensland. 

lUr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) ( 4.14 p:m.) : I 
cannot understand the silence of hon. mem­
bers on the Government benches. It is 
remarkable, because usually they take advan-

take of the debate on the Address• in Heply 
to work the parish pump fo•r all thev are 
worth. There must be some concerted· move 
to prevent Government members from speak­
ing. I should be very glad to hear what 
metropolitan members think about the pro­
posal of their Government on the unemploy­
ment question, but with the exception of one 
or two they are not prepared to air their 
views. 

The hon. member who just resumed his 
seat, in common with hi's confreres, is pre­
pared to blame the Commonwealth Govern­
ment for everything. In fact, he alleges that 
the Commonwealth should find loan money for 
unemployment. I should like to a.sk him: 
where is all this money that he talks a'bouU 
I should also lik_e to remind him that b.efore 
the end of this year the Commonwealth 
Government must find £70,000,000 for the con­
version of loans, the finding of which will 
tax the ·resources of Australia very much 
mdeed. It is recognised that unemployment 
is a matter for the State to attend to, and it 
is idle to attempt to throw the responsibility 
on other people. It is our problem an~ we 
must face it. 

We have already this session dealt with 
two very important items of Government 
policy and after allowing for those and unem­
ployment, there is very little in the Speech. 
In fact, it is one of the most barren Speeches 
I ever listened to. Evidently the Government 
are not showing their hand. Later on, we 
may have other measures brought forward; 
perhaps we may witness the spectacle of the 
Government adopting the policy of the 
United Australia Party and the Country 
Party. 

I join issue with the hon. member for Baroona 
who claims that his party were the first to 
advocate the abolition of the unemployment 
relief tax. Although he does say it was advo­
cated by the United Australia Party and the 
Country Party. We on this side of the House 
must take credit for having the courage to 
advocate the abolition of this tax. We 
proposed that the tax should be abolished 
during the present Parliament, but not all at 
once. We came to the conclusion that the 
system that had been put into operation had 
not cured the evil, that despite the enormous 
taxation levied on the people it had not been 
mitigated to any great extent. We have to 
admit that to-day there are at least 20,000 
people out of work. That is a very grave 
reflection on the efficacy of the legislation. 
The remedy that was proposed m 1930 failed 
to bring about the abolition of unemployment 
and we thought it should be aboli&hed and 
some other system tried. That is why we 
f!rgued-and I presume that is why tl:u?. 
Premier copied our policy-that these men 
who were fit and able to work should be 
engaged on work of a permanent and national 
character. I recognise that it would be impos­
sible to employ all these men on this class 
of work because a large section of them would 
be physieally unable to do heavy work, but 
in the main, a large section of the· unemployed 
could be absorbed on these useful works. 

We have recently seen the plan of the 
Government to deal with the unemployed. 
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From a certain date 50 per cent. of the 
married men and all the single men must go 
on rations. That is to say, a favoured few 
will have the opportunity of being put onto 
works. I understand it is proposed to absorb 
about 2,000 almost immediately, and others 
will be engaged later on. The unemployed 
are very perturbed about their present posi· 
tion. Something must be done to alleviate 
the distress among them. It would be a cruel 
thing to take these men off intermittent relief 
work immediately. The men on intermittent 
relief work should be kept on until the Govern­
ment are able to employ them on permanent 
woTk. If the Government do not do that 
it means a great hardship will be inflicted 
on a large section of the community. I 
think from motives of humanity the Govern· 
ment should consider their plight and see that 
they are not placed in a worse position than 
they are in to-day. 

A Government Member: Do you advocate 
an increase of ta:s:ation' 

~Ir. RUSSELL: No increase is required. 
Dur1ng the current year, the Treasurer will 
have at least about £1,250,0•00 from unem· 
ployment relief taxation. There has been no 
reduction up to the present and we must bear 
in mind that all the assessments for last year 
not paid by 30 June are coming- in in July, 
August, and September. The Commissioner 
of Taxes will receive a large amount of 
money on income tax assessments. The 
Treasurer has had' the handling of fairly 
large sums of money during the present 
half-year and tha't should be ample to keep 
these men on intermittent relief work at 
any rate until they are put on work of a 
permanent nature. There are many other 
ways of finding the money, but it is not 
my business to tell the Treasurer. He should 
find that out for himself. 

The Premier: There are not many ways 
that you can tell me about. 

Mr. RUSSELL: Perhaps I can tell the 
hon. gentleman ·some. 

Tlte Premlier: You want it both ways. 

Mr. RUSSELL: The hon. gentleman 
might not thank me for suggesting it. I 
give the Premier credit for certain things. 
We must co-operate as much as we can and 
we will help the Government if they are 
willing to accept our suggestions, but we cer· 
tainly will not be treated with contempt. I 
content myself by pointing out that there 
are several ways in which money can be 
used for the relief of unemployment and 
the spectade of thousands of men being 
thrown on to rations can be prevented. 

I was very much interested in the remarks 
made by His Excellency as to the benefits 
he had derived from conversations with pro­
minent men in the United Kingdom. He 
pointed out the great advantage that he and 
others have had in visiting the United King· 
dom and making valuable contacts, prin· 
cipally with the object of stating Queens· 
land's case. The hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley quoted a speech made by a Mack· 
lRbour advocate and said that we should take 

steps to remove all misapprehension in regard 
to the White Australia policy. There is a 
good deal of misapprehension about it in 
some quarters. We know very well that even 

. in our midst there are advocates for the 
employment of black labour in the Northern 
areas, but they are a mere handful of people 
and their utterances count for nothing. But 
apart from that, visits to the old country 
by prominent persons such as the Governor 
have the effect of dispelling many illusions 
and enable OU'r viewpoints to be placed before 
the people of Great Britain. I therefore 
urge the hon. member for w.arrego to follow 
the example of His Excellency. I venture 
to say it would be for the country's good if 
the Government sent him overseas to get 
:first-hand information of the situation in 
Great Britain. We are about fed up with 
his vituperation of British statesmen. He 
waxed very sarcastic in regard to the govern­
ment of Great Britain being in the hands 
of lJlen from certain schools. In fact, 
scholars from Harrow have played a very 
important part in the government of Great 
Britain. In political circles over there are 
a class ·of men who are well educated and 
have studied political science. They are 
men of substance and with ample time at 
their dispo·sal and in a crisis they are with 
their experienc·e and knowledge able to handle 
the situation. 

How can the hon. member for Warrego 
say that we are not indeed fortunate. to have 
presiding over the affairs of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations men like Earl 
Baldwin and the present Prime .Minister, Mr. 
Chamberlain~ These men have done their 
duty nobly by the citizens of the British 
Comm'onwealth of Nations. They have no 
axe to grind. To-day Great Britain is an 
outstanding example in that it is the one 
country in the world that is doing its utmost 
to preserve peace throughout the world. I 
suppose no nation is more respected amongst 
the nations of the civilised world than Great 
Britain to-day. If the hon. member would 
ta.ke a trip to Great Britain I am sure that 
he would be converted and that he would come 
back expressing the sanle view's as those 
expressed by His Excellency the Governor. 

The hon. member for Warrego is certainly 
very vehement in his criticism of the Corn· 
monwealth Government, but one misstatem'ent 
he made was that the peanut industry was 
saved by the Government of Queensland, and 
that the Federal Government fell down on the 
question of protection. He further declared 
that the Commonwealth Government would 
not grant loans to the pe.anut pool unless the 
State Government guaranteed them, and that 
prosperity in the Kingaroy area has been 
solely due to the fact that this Government 
did the job that the Federal Government 
would not do. The . facts are that peanut 
growing was started in Kingaroy many years 
ago, and although it had many vicissitudes in 
the beginning it is in a prosperous condition 
to-day. It certainly could not carry on with­
out the guarantee of the Queensland Govern· 
ment. 

We ail know the reason why the Common· 
wealth Bank did not advance the nl'oney. As 
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I pointed out on a previous occasion, all these 
pool boards are created by the State Govern­
ment's legislation, and many of them are in 
a precarious position inasmuch as they must 
depend on the loyalty of their suppliers. If 
the suppliers are not loyal to the boards, then 
they must collapse. We know that in the 
Kingaroy dis·tTict to-day there are many 
growers who sell their goods outside of the 
pool altogether. It is unfortunate that the 
producers are not loyal to their own pool 
boards, but there is nothing that we can do 
to compel them to be so. Under section 92 
of the Commonwealth Constitution they can 
trade over the border untrammelled by the 
control of the pool board. 

What has really made this industry in 
Queensland has been the imposition of an 
import duty by the Federal Government. The 
present import duty on peanuts is 4d. a lb. 
on nuts in the shell and 6d. a lb on kernels. 

The Premier: They blame you for 
weakening the m'arket. 

:Mr. RUSSELL: Me, personally? 

The Premier: Yes. 

JI;r. RUSSELL: I am the best friend the 
board ever had. In fact, I am the first man 
who ever put Queensland peanuts on the 
Australian market. I want to see the pool 
board progress, and I certainly do feel very 
strongly on this. I believe in the commodity­
board system, and I think every producer 
should be loyal to his board. 

The protective duties I mention have made 
the industry in Queensland. Despite the high 
protection, the producers are selling peanuts 
in the shell at 4d. a lb. and kernels at about 
5!d. a lb., much below the import duty. It 
is evident that the growers are satisfied with 
the prices. It would be quite easy for them 
to get higher prices if they liked, because 
with the enormous protective duties of 4d. 
and 6d. there is no possible chance of peanuts 
being imported from any part of the world. 

Another thing that the Commonwealth 
Government did, and which was to the advan­
tage of the industry, was that when there was 
a great scarcity of peanuts and the Southern 
buyers were demanding to be allowed to 
import peanuts from China, they gave per­
mission for the importation of a limited quan­
tity of peanuts and made the Peanut Board 
the sole importer for Australia. The board 
actually controlled the sale of imported pea­
nuts during the scarcity. I think the Com­
monwealth Government were very fair, and 
it is because of the high protective duties that 
the industry is now so prosperous. 

The hon. member for Logan said some­
thing this morning about the Workers' Dwell­
ings Act. He. gave the credit to the anti­
Labour Government for introducing the legis­
lation, it is. true, but his aspersions on mem­
bers of the anti-Labour Administration to 
the effect that they put obstacles in the way 
of the carrying out of this very valuable Act 
are not correct, and I do not think he should 
have made them. This is a piece of legisla­
tion that both parties have agreed with, and 
it has been very successful. I think some-

thing more should be done, but I intend to· 
dilate upon that later. 

The hon. member for Maryborough in his 
speech on the Address in Reply made a very 
good case indeed for the plywood and timber 
industry. I think the sentiments he expressed 
were endorsed by most of us. However, I 
point out to him that the credit for the 
formation of the Plywood Board should be 
given to the Moore Administration. 

During 1930, when we were discussing the 
timber and plywood industry generally, we 
had an advisory committee that delved into 
the whole matter to find means of stabilising 
the industry and creating bigger trade. One 
of the proposals made was that a commodity 
board should be formed, but the Primary 
Producers' Organisation and Marketing Act, 
as it then stood, did not allow a Plywood 
Board to be constituted. It will be found that 
while the hon. member for Cooroora was 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock, that is, 
while the Moore Government were in office, the 
words ''plywood and veneers'' were included 
as commodities that could be covered by the 
Act. The idea was that as conditions in the 
industry were so chaotic, the interests of 
manufacturers, of suppliers, and of the men 
engaged in the work would best be served 
if a board was constituted to control the 
supply and the price to be charged. 

There was a good deal of opposition from 
some of the manufacturers, but I am pleased 
to say that those persons who opposed the 
formation of the board have now been con­
verted to the need for it. 

The board was constituted under the Labour 
Administration and is to-day very successful. 

The hon. member for Maryborough made 
a mistake in saying that plywood to-day is 
cheaper than it was prior to the formation of 
the board. As a matter of fact, before the 
formation of the board it reached the very low 
level of about 10s. or lls. a 100 square feet. 
That was an unprofitable price. To-day the 
price of plywood is about 16s. a 100 square 
feet, for export South. The manufacturers 
allowed the board to take over and provided 
the necessary machinery, but again success 
was not achieved without the aid of the 
Federal Government. They fixed the import 
duty on softwood plywood at 7s. 6d. a 100 
square feet. Prior to that the duty was 
7s. 6d. a 100 superficial feet, which meant that 
the duty was quite a negligible one, and to 
correct the anomaly the duty was fixed at 
7s. 6d. a 100 square feet or lOO face feet. 
That has given the plywood industry a very 
big fillip and has had the effect of keeping 
out the imported softwood plywoods that 
were imported in those days, principally from 
Canada. To-day Queensland is supplying 
almost the whole of the softwood plywood 
requirements in the South with the exception 
of a small quantity of plywoud manufactured 
from Oregon logs. So that to-day the 
industry is stabilised, prices are better, manu­
facturers are making a fair profit, and a 
large number of men are being employed in 
the industry. 

Whilst the State Government have con­
ferred benefits on the industry they in turn 
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have received a very large orevenue from the 
sale of their logs. The current rates pa.id by 
manufacturers for plywo-od logs range from 
22s. a 100 superficial feet for logs 54 inches 
to 59 inches in girth up to 28s. 6d. a lOO 
superficial feet for logs 84 inches and over 
in girth on trucks at Brisbane. In no other 
country in the world is such an enormous 
price paid for softwoods. Some of the 
increase in the price of the logs is due in a 
small measure to the diminished supply from 
private lands. While as a purely business 
undertaking the State Go,·ernment are justi· 
fied, I think, in exploiting the market to its 
fullest, particularly in regard to the cream 
of the logs-they are a rapidly disappearing 
quantity-it must be recognised that the time 
is not far distant when the supply of this 
class of log will cease. According tu the 
reports of the Sub-Department of Forestry 
the end of our timber resources is not far 
ahead. In fact, a few years will probably see 
the end of the supply of first-class logs. 'vVe 
know very well that despite our efforts with 
reforestation we shall not be able to make up 
the lag between the time that our present 
supplies peter out and supplies start to come 
in from the reforested areas. It will mean, 
of course, that the softwood manufactureTs 
will have to have recourse to Canada for logs 
suitable for manufacture into plywood. 

At 4.38 p.m., 

:!\fr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. RUSSELL: While I am on this ques­
tion it is interesting to note the financial 
results to the Treasury from the Sub­
Department of Forestry, which has always 
been looked upon as a milch cow by necessi­
tous Governments. vVe know that enormous 
surpluses have been handed over by it to 
c-onsolidated revenue. For five years ended 
30 June, 1937, the net surplus handed over to 
consolidated revenue was £1,080,000, whereas 
the amount expended from loan funds for 
reforestation was £397,000. According to the 
statement made by the hon. member for 
Maryborough, who evidently has access to the 
latest figures, the receipts for the year ended 
30 June, 1938, amounted to £838,000, of 
which £3 75,000 was transferred to consoli­
dated revenue. While the Government find it 
a handy source of revenue to bolster up their 
Consolidated Revenue Fund they must recog­
nise that in a very few years to come they 
will not have these sources to tap, because 
supplies will have diminished. It is hard to 
know just how that deficiency will be made 
up, but we can sound a note of warning to 
the Government not to expect such an enor­
mous revenue from this source, which has 
supplied them with so much revenue for a 
long time. In fact, it is generally expected 
that five years hence we shall see the end of 
our first·class marketable logs. 

We may have supplies of smaller timber 
from the reforestated areas. These will not 
be suitable for building or plywood purposes 
although they may be quite suitable for case­
making. I have always been an advocate 
of using all the spare land we have on the 
North Coast for the growing of exotic pines, 
even if they can only be used for the manu-

facture of case timber. It means, of coursE. 
that on the depletion of our softwoods there 
will be an enormous importation of softwood 
timber from Canada, where there are supplies 
that ,,-ill last for many generations. 

'While the effort to popularise our hard· 
woods is to be commended wo must realise 
that hardwoods cannot in every case take 
the place of softwoods. I contend that in 
any case the Government should pay much 
greater attention to the regeneration of the 
\'erv fine hardwoods we have in Queensland 
bec~"ause in the years to come our hardwood 
forests will be one of the finest assets this 
State could wish for. We kno,v, too, that 
nowhere in the world can hardwood be pro· 
ducecl to equal the Australian ha'l'dwood. 

There has been a ruthless destruction of 
hardwood in the years gone by. Millions of 
feet of the finest harclwoocls have been 
destroyed, and we have not taken steps to see 
that supplies have been replenished. To-day 
it is very difficult to get supplies of hard­
wood. There seems to be no continuity of 
supplies in Queensland, and many of our 
timber merchants are now forced to look to 
New South \Vales for supplies. 'l'hat is a very 
serious position to be in, and I eamestly 
urge that greater attention be paid to the 
regeneration of these hard woods. We have 
many thousands of acres of land in Queens­
land suitable for growing hardwoods. There 
is no better vocation to which we could put 
our unemployed youth than in sending him 
out to our hardwood forests to weed out the 
rubbish and thus allo\ving the best hardwood 
timber to exist. Many haTdwoods regenerate 
themselves, and: do not require the special 
attention associated with softwood forests. 
I therefore recommend greater attention to 
the regeneration and reforestation of our 
hard woods. 

1 have already mentioned the workers' 
dwelling scheme in passing. I might add 
a few words in 'regard to that very important 
matter. Probabl0' you are aware, Mr. 
Speaker, that in the fOTefront of the United 
Australia Party's policy we arlYocated a 
housing scheme for Queenslanrl. Although 
the Premier rather deprecated it, he must 
before many years elapse come round to our 
way of thinking. 

The Premier: As a matter of fact, the 
people who got you tried me first. 

Mr. RUSSELL: That is all right. I made 
investigations myself independently. I am 
very keen about this project. I recommend to 
the Premier that he make an investigation of 
the whole subject. He should appoint a small 
committee from this House to investigate it. 
I am not prepared to take departmental 
repoTts, as they might be coloured. 

I do not wish in any way to refiect upon 
the utility of the State Advances Corpora­
tion. That institution is doing very valu­
able work and I do not desire to interfere 
with it, but its scope is too limited. The 
Governor stated in his Speech that some­
thing like £400,000 had been spent last year 
by way of loans for the construction of 
workers' dwellings. That amount is totally 
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inadequate. If you gave every man the 
opportunity of building his own home you 
would have less discontent in the community. 
A man in his own home is a better citizen. 

The Premier: If the subject i.s as good 
as you say it is, why should you ask for a 
Government guarantee~ Why not :float your 
company straight away~ 

Mr. RUSSELL: The Premier says, " Why 
don't we get private enterprise to build 
these homes.'' If you go to a private insti­
tution to-day you would be asked to put 
down a fairly heavy deposit and I do not 
think you would be able to borrow under 
6 to 7 per cent. I understand the State 
Advances Corporation lends money at about 
4 per cent. I do not think that rate can be 
maintained, because it costs the Government 
pretty well that amount. 

After all, is it the duty of the Govern­
ment to build homes for people at all? It 
is all right when ample funds are avail­
able but when there is a searcity of money 
would it not be better to use· the funds for 
the relief of unemployment and adopt a 
different scheme for the building of homes. 

I am much enamoured of the New South 
Wales scheme, which is founded on the Eng­
lish system. I want to assure the Premier 
there is no opportunity for jerry-builders or 
land-speculators to make enormous profits.. 
The whole system is based on the co-opera­
tive building society principle. T'he share­
holders subscribe their own money to the 
funds of the institution. Money is borrowed 
from the financial institutions with the 
guarantee of the Government. I understand 
the rate of interest is 5 per cent., but it 
may be a little higher. 

The Premier: It is more than that. 

lUr. RUSSELL: The society that I inter­
viewed in Sydney a few weeks ago was 
paying 5 per cent. It had a full member­
ship and has built a number of very fine 
homes. These homes are inspected by a 
Government inspector and there is no chance 
Df jerry-building-no more than t'here would 
be under the Government scheme in Queens­
land. The system has worked well in New 
South Wales and the Government of that 
State have agreed to guarantee up to 
£10,000,000. Already £5,000,000 has been 
utilised. I understand that if the societies 
were allowed to use all the funds they require 
they could absorb £5,000,000 per annum for 
building homes for the people. The beauty 
of the scheme is the repayment of principal 
and interest is so small; it is much lower 
than paying rent. The scheme has been 
a;·ailed of largely by people who have 
n ssured incomes or fair prospects, but it 
would not appeal to people in uncertain 
drcumstances. 

In view of the present situation I am of 
opinion the money we are spending _on 
workers' dwellings could be very well apphed 
to the relief of unemployment and private 
resomces should be tapped for the building 
of these homes. The Premier knows the 
scheme very well. The Government guarantee 

up to 90 per cent. of a loan up to £900, 
arrd over £900 the guarantee is diminished. 
I know of a man who is paying about 23s. 6d. 
a week in principal and interest on a beau­
tiful home costing £750 that could not be 
rented in Sydney for £2 a week. I seri­
ously recommend the scheme to the Premier, 
despite his sarcastic remarks. 

The Premier: There was no sarcasm 
about them at all. 

]}Ir. RUSSELL: I should like the matter 
investigated. J, am anxious to provide 
homes for the people. If the Government 
have- plenty of money available they could 
apply some of it to that purpose, but if they 
have not it is another matter. The indica­
tions are that the Premier will be pinched 
for money in the future. Our first duty is 
to our unemployed and he is justified in tap­
ping every fund at his command for the relief 
of unemployment. 

The Premie,r: I will do that all right. 

Mr. RUSSELL: The hon. gentleman got 
money from the Australian Mutual Provident 
Society for the construction of the Story 
Bridge, and consequently will not be creating 
a precedent by obtaining money from financial 
institutions to build these homes. I suggest 
he investigate this proposal. Not only will 
it aff'ord relief to his Loan Fund but it will 
give a great fillip to timber merchants, 
builders, and workers generally in the build­
ing industry, creating much employment for 
our artisans, and alleviating their distress. 
We are justified in tapping any source avail­
able to relieve the terrible curse of unemploy­
ment that is in our midst to-day. 

Debate, on motion of Mr. Moore1 
adjourned. 

The House adjourned at 4.53 p.m. 




