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WEE>NESDAY, 13 OCTOBER, 1937. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock Gregory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. ' 

QUESTIO~S. 

LOGAS BRIDGE TOLLS. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubi(JIII/) asked the Secre· 
tary for Public Works-· 

" What is the total amount of tolls 
collected at the Logan Bridge-(a) In 
1936-1937; (b) since collection of tolls 
commenced?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. H. A. Bruce, 'J'he Tableland) replied-

" (a) £18,074 gross. £15,502 net; (b) 
£80,278 gross, £71,151 net." 

SALE OF BABIKDA STATE HOTEL. 

l\Ir. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) asked 
the Secretary for Labour and Industry-

" In connection with the sale of the 
State Hotel at Babinda-

1. What was the date of the sale? 

2. What was the name of the pur­
chaser? 

3. \Yhat was the purchasing price? 
4. At 30th June last. what was the 

amount of arrears of-(a) Instalment.; 
of purchasing price; a ne!' (/1) intcre>t? 
and 

5. Has the purchasing price been 
rednced? If so, when and by how 
much?" 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOL'R AJ\'D 
[:--.!DCSTRY (Hon. M. P. Hynes, 'l'ownHillel 
replied-

" 1 to 5. I would refer the hon. member 
to the Auditor-General's Report for the. 
financial year 1935-1936, in \vhich he will 
obtain all the information he desires." 

PAY1IEST OF " GOLDEN CASKET, PRIZES. 
l\Ir. ;y1AHER (lT'cst Monton) asked th<· 

Secretary for Health and Home Affair-,-
'· vYhat is the largest prize in the· 

'Golden Casket' which agents are 
allowed to pay to win*'rs who are 
holders of share tickets?" 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A.:--.!D 
HOl\1E AFFAIRS (Hon. E. l\1. Hanlon, 
lthaca) replied-

" £100. Payment of the minor share 
prize n1one~~ by agents a Yoids congestion 
in the head office, and is of especial value· 
to country people, as it enables them to 
obtain prompt payment in cash. In 
addition, the system saves exchange on 
cheques and postage. There is a con­
tinuouP audit che<;k of the metropolitan. 
agencies and periodic checks on the· 
country agencies." 

INTEREST ON HARBOt:R TRt:ST ACCOUNTS. 
Mr. MAHER (We.•t Morcton), without 

notice, asked the Secretary for Publia· 
Instruction-

,, \\'hat rate of intere•t (if any) is­
allowed on the credit balances of the 
trust accounts of harbours for which no· 
harbour boards are constituted?" 

The SECRETARY FOR P'C'BLIC I.:--.1-
STRUCTI0:--.1 (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Brcmcr)• 
replied-

" JY1ourilyan is one of these harbours­
and Port Douglas is another. :No interf''t 
is allowed on their credit balances. The 
whole of their transactions are conducted 
by the Treasury. They are subject to­
Treasury control.'' 

SUPPLY. 

SEVESTEENTH ALLOTTED DAY-RECEPTION OF' 
RESOLt:TIOSS. 

The CHAIRMA~ OF COMMITTEES 
(Mr. Hamon. Buranda) presented the resolu· 
tions. reported from Committee of Supply 
on Tuesday, the 12th in•-tant. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Copper, Brem• "): 
[move-

" That the resolutions be now re-· 
ceived." 

QnPstion put and passed. 
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ADOPTION OF RESOLl:TIOKS. 

The resolutions having been taken as read, 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC DJ­

STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, !Jremer): 
I rnove-

,, That the resolutions be now agreed 
to." 

And hon. members indicating a dBsire to 
discuss Resolutions 4, 5, 7, 15, 16, 17, 33, 35, 
37, 38, 39, 40, 42. 44, 46, 52, 54, 65, 66, 70, 71, 
'72, 73. 74, and 75-

Resolutions 1 to 3, both inclusive, agrBed to. 
Rcwlution 4-" Legislative Assembly"­

Mr. T'. L. WILLIAMS (Port Curtis) [10.41 
a.m.]: I should like on this resolution to 
refer to the printing of " Hansard." The 
matter has been brought up before by the 
hon. member for Rockhampton, who sug­
ge•-ted that. if it was possible and the expense 
was not too great, the type used in 
" 1-Iansard " might be a little larger. Hon. 
members who are accu;;tomed to reading 
'' 1-Iansard" find it -difficult to read the 
·small type that is now used. If possible. 
wmething- alo>Ig the lines of the type used 
in the Fed"ral and overseas " Hansards '' 
might be introduced It would be appre­
-ciated. 

Another mattPr I wish to refer to is the 
sc;~ions of Parlian1ent. I am expressing 
m~- personal Yiew onl_jl. _ Thf! sessions of 
Parliament should be -dJvJded mto two sec­
tions an earlv se ... sion, sav. from April to 
June' inclnsiv'e and a l:iter session, say. 
from' SPntPrrlb~r to November, inclusive. 
This is 'a matter to which some thought 
might be given. A long- period passes 
·between the time when the House rises and 
the opening- of the following session. ·while 
we know that Premiers' Conferences, meet­
ings of the Loan Council, and various other 
duties at times call the Leader of the 
Government away from the State, still, it 
might be possiblC.-and it might be in the 
·better interests of Parliament generally­
if the secsions were divided into two equal 
parts. I han• often thought that some 

-consideration should be giyen to a sugges­
tion of that kind. A number of hon. mem­
bers on this side of the House think that 
\\ay also. I commend it to the Government 
for consideration. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC IK­
STRUCTIO:'-J (Hon. F. A. Cooper, !Jremer) 
[10.43 a.m.]: The use of a larger type for 
" Hansarcl " has been considered from time 
b time. You, Mr. Speaker, brought this 
matter up a se:-sion or two ago, and agam 
some time prior to the beginning of the 
present session. This is a matter that has been 
im·estigatcd fmm time to t1me, but the bar 
in the way is the expense. It would neces­
sitate the introduction of a new battery of 
!inotvpe machines in the Government Print­
ing Office. and a greater expense for paper, 
because if a larg·cr tvpe is used it naturally 
follows that more p,;-per is required for the 
printing. ·while this may not be an absolute 
lmr, it happens to be so at the ])resent 
t1me. The GoYernment cannot see the1r way 
clear to spend a greater amount of money 
than at present on the printing of '' Ila.n~ 
t-:,l,rd.)) After all, " I--Iansard" is a record. 
and in its present form it is a complete 
eecord. It is quite serviceable, as now 
printed, for record purposes. It might be 
heresy for me to say it, but I believe 
" Ha.nsard" is read mostly 'vhen someone 
·wants to fin-d out what someone else has 

[Jiir. T. L. Williarns. 

said, and not for general informati~n. As 
a record it is pn";;erved, and I boh~Ye In 
its pruent form it is quite a serviCeable 
t•ecord. \Ylten the Treasury can afford to 
buy a new battery of Iinotype machines and 
incur the extra expense that woul-d be 
involved in printing in larger type I have 
no doubt whatever the alteration asked for 
by the hon. member for Port Cuti:is will 
be carried out. 

Mr. BRAxD: You would not want new 
linotypes. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 1:\­
STRFCTIOI\': You would ha Ye to have new 
rnagazines, and the- cost \Yould run into son1e 
thousands of nounds. I cannot give the 
actual expenditure at the moment, but the 
matter has been im·estigated, and the cost 
would be considerable. 

Mr. T. L. WILLIA1JS: It would run into 
thousands. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Il\'­
STRCr'TIO.:\: It would mn into thousands 
of pounds. 

}1r. BR.\ND: I thought you had two type .... 
of rnagazines there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:'-J­
STRL'CTIO:'\: Probahl.v we should have two 
Government printing offir<'s. It is easy to 
flay, " Put it in, put it in)" but there is the 
oue;;tion of finance to be considered in all 
the'e matters. The hon. member could do 
these things if money were no object. In 
this instance money is the main reason why 
the alteration ·has not been made. 'I'he 
matter has not been lost sight of. It has 
been considered on previous occasion;;. \Vhen 
vou brought it up, :Ylr. Speaker, the cost 
was considered by the Treasury to be too 
great. 

Mr. DANIEL (Kcpprl) [10.47 a.m.]: Would 
it not be practicable to have a greater space 
between the lines? If that were done the 
reading of " Ha.nsard " would be made 
easier. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
It woul-d add to the expenditure on paper. 

Mr. RCSSELL (Hamilton) [10.48 a. m.]: I 
wish to refer to the order of business in 
the House. I should like to s-ee some 
radical alteration made in reg-ard to the 
discussion of the Estimates. Sixteen clays 
are allowed for discussion on the Estimates 
for the various departments, but by the 
adoption of stonBwalling tadicc, by hon. 
members opposite we are debarred from 
discussing the main Estimates. I thmk 
ve;;terdav's stonewall wa' stupid in the 
extreme: and hon. member,; opposite have 
nothing to be proud of in their achievement. 
We are not children, attending here to 
waste time and to prevent the business of 
the country from being discusse-d. The 
Opposition were very anxious to get to the 
main Estimates such as the Department of 
Labour and Ir;dustry, the Department of 
Railwavs, the Loan and Trust and Special 
Funds,' but cverv year the same procedure 
is adoptBd, and the Opposition are debarred 
from discussing those Estimates. I think 
some new practice should be devised. 

A GoVERN11ENT ::'11E1fllER interjecte-d. 

Mr. RCSSELL: You clelibcratcl} stone­
walled vesterday. \V e were forced to listen 
to a lo't of stupid twaddle from the hon. 
member for Ipswich. I think some new 
practice should be devised and a set time 
should be allowed for discussion of each sBt 
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-uf Estimates. l:ndcr the present practice 
·sixteen days are devoted to the discussion of 
minor Estimates. \V e should be allowed to 
fix a time in which to discu~s the Estimates 
of each department. 

Without the aid of the Auditor-General's 
report hon. members are much handicapped 
in their criticism on the Estimates. I should 
like to know why this report has been 
delayed so long this year. I do not think 
it is right. The Auditor-General's Depart­
ment should expedite matters so that mem­
bers will have the report when the Estimates 
are under discussion. 

I think that some procedure will have to 
be adopted to put this business on a much 
more sat!sfactory footing than it is at the 
present tunc. Surelv we arc entitled to the 
fullest information on these various -depart­
ments of State ! Greater time shcmld bo 
allowed for discussing the Estimates and 
there should be a fixed period for' each 
department, and the Auditor-General's report 
should be aYadablo as each department is 
under discu:-o;;ion. 

Another m~tter I wish to complain about 
are the evasive answers giyen bv :Nlinisters 
to our _questions during this session. I think 
1t IS d1sgraccful in the extreme. Sure! v we 
arc entitled to the information as the repre­
sentah ves of the people ! 

Mr. MAX\YELL (Too1cong) [10.50 a.m.]: 
I cndohe the remarks of the Leader of 
the united Australia Party. (Government 
lau~hter.) From the introduction of the 
Estunates we could see the attitude that 
would be . adopted by hon. members opposite 
and that. 1t would be impossible for us to a-et 
the. required information and have the 
EstJma tes of certain departments considered 
by the Committee. It is notbina- more nor 
·le;;s than a farce. ~ 

\\~ e are supposed to be representatives of 
the people. Hon. members on the Govern­
ment benches aro aware of what is being 
·done and the amount o_f money that is being 
expended. It 1s certamly true that we on 
this side know _the amo~mt of money voted, 
but we get no mformatwn as to the wav in 
which it has been expended. We certainly 
~hould. It was a well known fact that the 
Estimates for the Department of Labour and 
Industry would not be submitted to the Com­
mittee. What is the Minister afraid of? 
What are the Government afraid of? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOC'R AND INDUSTRY : 
I am not a.fraid. 

. Mr. ::VIAXWELL : It looks very much like 
1t. The same thing has occurred on previous 
-occas10~1s. No opportunity is afforded us of 
-d1scussmg them. 

I am also at one with my leader in saying 
that the replies to questions are evasive. 
Any man with ordinary intelligence can see 

1that. A question is asked by an hon. member 
on this side and immediateh- the Minister 
rises and _a_nswers it in such a way as to 
-make poht1cal cap1tal out of it. Hon. 
members behind the Minister then chuckle 
and congratulate him on the wonderful dig 
he has given the Opposition. 

This is the only way that we can bring 
this mattpr before the public. Members of 
the Government know exacth- what bwsiness 
;, takillg- pl>lcc and the amount of money 
expended, because they discuss these things 
in caucus. but when we ask for certain 
information we are told to refer to the 
\uclitor-General's report or something else, 

and as has been pointed out by our leader 
the report of the Auditor-General is not 
aYailable. 

A UOYERNMEXT MEMBER : I will lend you 
one. 

Mr. MAXWELL : How did you come to 
get it? If the hon. member has got one 
he has no right to have it. I take this oppor­
tunity of voicing my protest. Undoubtedly, 
the time is ripe for >1 change. I take it that 
we ar(' the reprrsent>ltives of the people and 
we should know what is happening. What 
have hon. members opposite to hide? \\~hat 
are thev afraid of? 

A G~VERXMENT ME)iBER: ="othing, 
Mr. MAXWELL: What is the Secretary 

for Labour and Industry frightened of? 
Does he not want a searching criticism of the 
working of his department? Perhaps we 
might ask questions about the distribution 
of the Unemployment Relief Fund, and 
other things, but we are debarred from doing 
oO. Everything should br perfectly open, 
decent, and straightforward in our dealings 
with the State. Parliament is the only place 
in which we can get this information, but 
the Government close themselves up lilm 
oysters, and on the hustings will say that 
if we make a certain statement it is only 
what has been read in the Press. The 
Secretary for Public Lands, with a view of 
gaining political kudos and a few votes--

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Do not 
I give you enough information? 

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman 
very seldom giYes any, but on certain things 
he does. The hon. gentleman is very good 
at pointing out that wages had been reduced 
by another Government, but he told a 
number of unemployed relief workers in 
Innisfail to get married and draw £1 Os. 3d. 
a week. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LANDS : That is 
not true. 

Mr. MAXWELL: That is true. 
Mr. SPEAKER : Order! 
Mr. MAXWELL: I do not pay any atten­

tion to the qontradiction, although I must 
do it here. Outside I should tell the people 
[ would not believe it. It was in the Press 
and if it was not true whv did he not con­
tradict it? The Leader of the United Aus­
tralia Party is perfectly justified in doing 
what he did this morning and bringing these 
matters under the public eye. After all, we 
are supposed to be representatives of the 
people. but we are not. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
You are not representing the people? 

Mr. MAXWELL : How can we under 
existing conditions? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. MAXWELL: How can we? The 

Minister is done up like a capitalist-like " 
new tran1car. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I would remind 
the hon. member not to penist in personal 
r·cflections. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I did not intend to, but 
as the hou. gentleman started it he has to 
take what is coming to him. 

I hope the next party occupying the 
Treasurv benches will not be a Labour Partv 
and tha"t it will consider the desirabilitY o·f 
discu"in'l' the workings of the various depart· 
ments of the State. For instance, we have 

lllr. Maxwell.] 
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not had the opportunity of discussing the 
Estimates for the Railway Department. 
::lome hon. members opposite have said out­
side, ''You can pull your cap down, because 
,-ou will not get an opportunity of discussing 
the vote for the Department of Labour and 
Industry." Look at hon. members opposite 
-like innocent babes! Look at the innocence 
of the Secretary for Labour and Ind ustrv. 
Like Simon P{ire, he wants to make the 
people believe he is prepared to open hie 
IJook-" You can come to rnv office and sec 
the papers there.'' vYe know all about that 
With my leader I record my protest. 1/i>"e 
have a right to have the information here 
in this Chamber. It is time there was a 
change-a change in the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\DS 
(Hon. P. P0ase, Htrbert) [10.56 a.m.]: ln 
reply to hon. members opposite, let me say 
that there is no desire on the part of any 
:\linister to evade questions. The Secretary 
for Labour and Industry, in referring the 
l10n. member for Toowong to the report of 
the Auditor-GC'neral was referring to last 
rear's report bv tha't officer. It shows that 
hon. members opposite do not worr,;- about 
doing th"ir work properly, because that 
rC'port should be read by all hon. members 
from "A" to '' Z." It is one of the most 
elaborate and detailed reports that are 
tabled. Obviously the hon. member has not 
read the r<>port, because there is all the 
information in it that he asked for. 

You, Mr. Speaker, realise that when you 
put quPstions on the business-paper you 
censor them to a certain extent or disallow 
questions that are out of order. \Ye have 
had .a few examples of that this session. J 
make the statement that everv Minister hM 
given the information asked of him. 

:Ylr. Rc:SSELL: That is not true. 

T!He SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAC\DS. 
It is absolutely correct. Can the hon. 
member prove anything to the contrary? Ho 
eannot. The hon. member should refer to 
official reports. I said before, it is the duty 
of every hon. member in this Chamber to 
L'ead the reports that are tabled. 

Mr. RcSSELL: vVe do. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Hon. members do not. They have proved 
that by their statements this morning. In 
the last report of the Auditor-General there 
is detailed information regarding the 
Babinda State Hotel. As I have pointed out 
previously, Ministers do not prepare the 
replies to questions. When a question is 
a.sked the Minister concerned sends it on to 
his responsible officers, who frame the reply. 
Of coursr~) if an irrelevant ques6on is 
addressed to the Premier he has the r{gbt 
to say exactly what he desires. 

The hon. member for Toowong say.; that 
hon. members on this side of the House 
chuckle at answers given to questions by 
Ministt'rs. During the three years when 
the Moore Government were in power, I say 
unhesitatingly, they indulged in chuckling 
when the Ministers answered questions 
addressed to them bv hon. members on this 
side, then in opposit.ion. During mv seven­
teen vears as a member of this Pai·liament 
no Government were more evasive and dis­
courteous than the Moore Government .and 
the hon. members supporting him. It is 
recorded in " Han;ard " that numbers of 
our members were ordered to resume their 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

seat during the discussion of the Estimates 
be<'ame we touched upon the su~eptibilitics 
of some of the Ministers. 

Mr. MAXWELL: You were out of order. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LAND8: 
\Ye were not out of order. I remember 
being sat down becau"e I introduced the 
subject of the Loan Council. I was ruled 
out of order when I referred to the fact 
that th<> whole of the money we were spend­
ing was obtained from the Loan Council. 

I was surprised to hear hon. members 
opposite complaining that they \\"ere not 
able to discuss all the Estimates. I remember 
that during the first year when we were in 
Opposition to the Moore Government we 
adopted the proper method of allocating the 
time for debate on the Estimates. Hon. 
members who werC' in the Honse .at that 
time will remember that we then got through 
the whole of the Estimates before the time· 
for their discussion had expired. It is 
simply a matter of arrangement. not on t~is 
side of the Chamber but on the oppos1te 
side. If hon. memb~rs opposite desire to. 
discuss any particular Estimate. all they need 
do is to arrange, as we did, to speak only 
on certain Estimates and to allow only a 
certain number to speak. 

Mr. MAHER: It will not work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAC\D8: 
It will work. \\'e worked it. vYhen WC' 
were in Opposition to the ;\1oore Govern­
ment we so arranged matters that every 
vote, right down to the Trust .and Loan; 
Votes was discuseed. Then we went to the 
other' extreme when we were in Opposition. 
\Ve saw to it that certain Estimates were 
not discussed bv the then Government. I 
have here a cop:v of " Hansard " for 1931, 
and if hon. members will refer to page 23 of 
the index they will see the following :-

"Supply. 
"Resolutions reported from Com-

mittee­
Adoption. 
Reception. 
Resolutions adopted under opera­
tion of Standing Order No. 307 and· 

Se.<sional Order of 22nd July. 
Votes passed under operation of 

Standing Order 307 and Sessional 
Orders of 22nd July and 9th, 
September." 

Hon. members will then see a li,t of the 
Estimates that were not discussed by the· 
Moore Government because we were a live 
Opposition. (Opposition laughter.) I can 
prove it. \Ye were an Opposition that did' 
it' job properly. Vi"e determined, in the 
interests of the people of this State, that 
we would debate certain Estimates and we­
debated them with such success that the­
following Estimates could not be discusserR 
by the Moore Government:-

Agriculture. 
Home Secretary. 
Labour and Industry-

Balance of vote. 
Chief Office. 

Public Instruction. 
Public Lands. 
Loan Fund Estimates. 
Trust and Special Fund Estimates, 
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'and then the Supplementary Estimates. \V e 
»vent from one extreme to the other. 

l\Ir. l\fOORE: \Ve gave you the ones you 
·asked for. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LA~DS: 
'\Ye went from one extreme to the other. In 
·the first session, when we were in Opposition, 
we so regulated matters that every vote was 
discussed. In the last session of the Moore 
Government we ,o regulated the matter that 
€\'eR the Government were not able to discuss 
·certain votes because we confined the debate 
to those votes that we desired to discuss. 
The Estimates of the Department of Agri­
culture a.nd Stock were not discussed; those 
of the Home Se<:;retary were not discussed. 
The Department of Public Instruction was 
not discussed. The Department of Public 
Lands wa,s not discussed. \Ye confined our 
principa,] discussion to the Depa,rtment of 
La,bour and Industry. All those facts prove 
that we were a live Opposition. 

The time allowed in Queensland for the 
'<li,cussion of Estimates is greater than that 
allowed in a,ny other State in the Common­
weillth. Look at what happened to the 
Commonw<·alth Estimates only recently. The 
majority of them wont through in a few 

,days ,1nd they involved far greater sums 
of money than we are spending. You Mr. 
Speaker, know, a., does every other' hon. 
member of this House, that the length of 
time that the Estimates shall be discussed, 
and the decision as to what Estimates shall 
be discussed and what shall not be discussed 
·rE'st entirely with hon. members opposite. 
[f the Opposition of to-day would only take 

·a leaf from our book when we were in 
Opposition they would know that they could 
•discuss the whole of the Estimates or thev 
-could prevent the Government ·from dis­
cussing certain Estimates and confine them 
to those Estimates that the;- desired to 
discuss. All that thev need d~ is to follow 
•our example. When 'we were in Opposition 
we so arranged the discussion of the Esti­
mates so th,;.t only part of them could be 
·discussed. On that occasion our members 
,;at up and made sensible speeches, as they 
always do on matters that count. 

I want to refute the assertion that the 
Government have anything to hide. I have 
already told hon. members, and I repeat 
that every Minister is prepared to supply 
any information that hon. members require, 
pro:ided they are courteous enough to ask 
for 1t. 'fhey are prepared to do what I have 
always been prepared. to do, and that is to 
make all the files avatlable, and to place the 
relevant officers at the disposal of hon. mem· 
bers so that they may exorcise their right 
as members of Parliament to discuss 
the matter with them. Again I assure hon. 
member,, on both sides that the Minister in 
.charge of the department concerned will 
make the relevant files available and supply 
·to them the information that they require. 

In discussing thE' Estimatl's the matkr is 
in the hands of the Opposition. The Standing 
Orders or the Sessional Orders provide that 
the Eotimates sha,ll bl' di:;cussed until a 
certain time of the day or night although it 
is entire! v in the discretion of the Leader of 
the Opposition to agree to adjourn at an 
early hour. hut during the consideration of 
other business the GoYernment are in supreme 
control. During this session the Leader of 
th<> Opposition agreed to a sensible arrange­
ment to adjourn earlier than the time pre­
scribed by the Sessional Orders in connection 

with the Estimates. The Opposition are 
really in charge of the Estimates, and may 
discuss anything that they desire. 

Mr. MAHER (West Jioreton) [11.7 a.m.]: 
The contention by the Secretary for Public 
Lands that the consideration of the Estimates 
is virtually under th0 control of the Opposi· 
tion is entirely wrong. How can an 
Opposition of only sixteen members of a 
House of sixty-two hope to control the 
debate on the Estimates? The attitude of 
the Government is pretty plain. If they wish 
to prevent the discussion of certain Estimates 
a whole tPam of Government speakers are 
thrown into the debate to prevent the Opposi­
tion from reaching them, and ~bviously, as 
they have a party of forty-stx members 
the Opposition are crowded out. The control 
of the discussion of the Estimates is entirelv 
in the hands of the Government. What hope 
have the Opposition of reaching certain 
Estimates when the Government deliberately 
decide that thev shall not be reached? If the 
parties were fahly evenly divided it might be 
possible for the Opposition to assert them· 
selves in that way, but otherwise they cannot 
possibly reach the Estimates that the Govern· 
ment have decided shall not be discussed. 
\Yith the present number of members in 
Opposition no amount of control or regulation 
of speakers can help us to reach the Estimates 
that \Ye desire when a great batterv of 
Government speakers arc thrown into" the 
debate to prevent us. 

We had an example of that last night. We 
accelerated the debate yesterday, so that 
we might have an opportunity of discussing 
the Estimates of the Department of Railways, 
and the Department of Labour and Industry. 
but when the Deputy Premier realised that 
we might reach the Estimates of those two 
departments, or at least one of them, he 
promptly arranged with the members of 
his party to stage a stonewall. (Government 
dissent.) Last night we had an extraordinary 
exhibition of that, and I have no hesitation 
at all in saving that the hon. member for 
Ipswich was absolutely clownish and his 
actions were entirely unworthy of the hon. 
member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. MAHER: V'rrhat I say is true. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. gentle­
man might say what he believes to be true, 
but if it is offensive to another member, he 
must withdraw it. Therefore, I ask the hon. 
member to withdraw the word "clownish." 

Mr. MAHER: The hon. member for 
Ipswich has not objected, or demanded a 
withdrawal of the word. I do not think that 
the remark is unparliamentary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! The House has 
appointed me to be the judge as to whether 
t·emarks are unpulia)llentary. I have decided 
that it is unparliamenta,ry. and I ask the 
hon ... gentleman to withdraw. 

Mr. l\1AHER : In deference to your ruling 
in the matter, ::\lr. Speaker, I withdraw. 
At the same timP I sav that anvone who 
attached any importance to parl;a,mentary 
p;overnm<'nt would not have been impressed 
had he listened to the extraordinary speech 
delivered last night in this f'hamber by 
the hon. member for Ipswich. If it was 
printed in the Ipswich "Times," which is 
published in the centre of his electorate, a 
great number of his electors would be dis­
gmted. No hon. member who took his 

Mr. Maher.] 



968 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

parliamentary duties seriou~]y could get up 
and make such a speech in a decorous and 
dignified Assembly. Such were the policy 
and tactic,, pur~ued last night by the Govern­
ment in order to prevent the Opposition 
from reaching important Estimates that have 
wme bearing on the government of the 
country. 

In this wav we were preyented from 
discussing the' important Estimates of the 
Department _of_ Rail\'. ays, involving _an expen­
diture of millwns of pounds, and m respect 
to which the Government have felt ju>tified 
in appointing a royal commission. \Vhat 
was wrong with allowing the Opposition to 
discuss those Estimates" The ::\'l:inistcr for 
Transport was present in the Chamber in 
::rood faith. obviously ready to take his 
Estimates but the order was ii;iven out from 
the Deputy PrcmiPr that the Opposition \Vas 
to b0 prevented at all hazards from reachmg 
and discussing the Estimates of the Depart­
ment of Railwavs and the Department of 
Labour and Industry. Yet we have the 
Deputy Premier making the statement this 
morning that the Opposition control the 
nassage of the Etimatcs ~ Last night we 
nacl an eXCf'llent f'Xamp]e to show that the 
GovcrnmPnt contro!kcl tl!cii· pa'·~age, and 
could pi'eYent. and did prevent. the Opposi­
t.ion from getting access to the important 
Estimates I refer to. 

Befnre the Premier left for X orth Queens­
land he wa'; good enough to inform me of 
the order in which the Estimates would bP 
taken. The Estimates of tllP Departmc•nt of 
Public Insb·uction were to be taken vester­
day morning, followed b:' the Estimates of 
the Department of Justice, ihe Department 
of Railwavs, ami the Department of Labour 
and Industry. 

Thf' SECRETARY FOR PrBLI(' LANDS : That is 
not right. 

Mr. MAHER: It is f!OOd enough from my 
point to say that the Premier told me th~t 
t.he Estimates of the Department of Public 
Instruction would comf' up for discussion on 
'I'uesday morning. The Minister who con­
trols that department had sufficient courtesy 
to telephone me at mv home to tell me he 
had to !!O to Allora on departme'1tal busi­
ness. and that the F:.stimates of the Depart­
ment of Public \Vorks could come up for 
consideration in place of his Estimat• ·. I 
appreciate-d that courtesy very much iJ!deed, 
and I was prepared to discuss the Estimates 
of the Department of Public \Vorks when 
the House met vesterclav. Imagine m:;­
surprise when, without any prior notifica­
tion, the Attorney-General proceeded with 
his Estimates. \Vhether the idea was to 
trick me or not I do not know. I do not 
charge the Secretary for Public Instruction 
or the Premier with being a par!, r to that, 
but evidentlv someone else thoui!ht it was 
a chance to catch the Leader of the Opposi­
tion on the hop and make the Opnosition 
look cheap. (Government dissent.) \Vhen I 
complained in the Committee yesterday, not 
one sinf'le word of apology was forthcoming 
either from the Minister in charge of the 
Estimates or the Deputy Premier. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBTIC LANDS: I -did 
not happen to be in the Chamber. I have 
in my hand the original roster of the yotes. 
You can examine it. If you do :mu will see 
that the order in which the Estimates were 
to be taken was--Department of Public 
Instruction, followed bv the Department of 
Justice, and then the Department of l'ublic 
Works. 

Urlr. Maker. 

::\lr. MAHER: I have a conv of the· 
original roster in my office. Thei·e can be 
an origmal roster, but a Premier or a Deputy 
Premier can come to a fresh arrangement. 
I am always willing to do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC LAXDS: \Ve 
stuck to the original roster. 

Mr. MAHER: You stuck to the original 
roster? I was wrongly informed, then. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. :YlAHER: The point i'•, that I came to 
the House expecting that a certain vote 
'hould come up for discue:.ion and an eEtircly 
different vote wa. proceeded with. 

The SECRETARY FOH LABO<:R AXD IxncsTRY: 
Your party never comulted us when we were 
in opposition. 

Mr. MAHF:R: The Deput.r Leader of the 
Opposition has pointed out authoritati,.ely­
because he was the Premier of the daY­
that hon. members opposite got whatever 
Estimates they \lantecl to discuss. Surely 
hon. members opposite cannot complain when 
they get what they want. I do not ask for 
,-,]lat I want-I am prepared to take what 
I ~et-but I do like to feel that an honour­
able agTeen1f'nt that is entered into with a 
responsible Minister will be honoured. 

Son1e referenre has b0en made to the 1nattcr 
of evasiye answers to question~. I h tYe a 
complaint in that respect and it supports the· 
~taternent made b-e the hon. member for 
Hamilton. In rnatll' cases the tcndencv of 
~finisters is to give~ evasive a.nswcrs, an'd in 
some rc,pects, I might sav. answPrs that 
have quite a "smart aleck" flayour. There­
is a certain amount of alleii;ecl c]eyerness in 
framing eYasivc answers th~t in the opinion 
of the :Ylinister responsible for them are 
clever 0fforts to turn the question against 
those who ask them. This is an Assembly 
of representative men drawn from all parts 
of the State to represent the people, and 
when we frame a question we are entitled' 
to get a fair and honest answer. The1·e 
should not. be anvthing to hide. After all, 
if the Government have clone something that 
makes them feel UI,comfortable it may only 
be a nine clays' wonder and they might just 
as we:! publish it instead of tn-ing to hide 
it. The more you tr;y to hide something 
and the more you try to cover up something, 
the> more curious your Opposition becomes 
and the more curious the public becomes. 
Ar a matter of human psychology, the 
Government would be well advised to give· 
fair and honest reply to questions, which 
are submitted not in anv "Paul-pry" 
attitude-but in the public interest. \Ve pre­
pare these quhtions to g<'t information that 
a big section of tlw public are anxious to· 
have. I do not think anv Government are· 
justified in giving evasivo an~~:wers or rcfu~ing 
to anS\ver honest que"-tions on public topics. 

:\lr. G.LEDSON (Ipswich) [11.18 a.m.]: 
The Leader of the Opposition alleged that 
the -deputv leader of our party made­
arrangemei~ts for members on this side to 
~peak on the Estimates yesterday. The 
deputy leader of our party made . no 
arrangement vvith rno in regard to spcakn1~ 
yesterdav. It was the Leader of the Opposi­
tion wh·;, was responsible for my a.ction. 
\Vhen the hon. member for C,u·narvon spoke 
of schools in his electorate the Leader of thf' 
Opposition rose to a point of order and 
said that these matters should have been 
brought before the department. The hon. 
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member tried to preYent the hon. member 
for C'arnanon from speaking on that YOte. 
\Vhen the hon. member for Carnan·on sat 
down I exercised my right as a men1bcr of 
this House and raised certain matters that 
affected my electorate; and members opposite 
-the few who were in this Chamber­
immediately started interjecting and told me 
I should haYo brought these matters beforP 
! hl' department. I claim the right as '' 
member of thic- Assembly to bring these 
matters before this Asscmblv. 

The Leader of the Opp;sition has clml­
lenged me to have my speech print0c;l in the 
"Queen~land Tin1es.'' Mr remarks in cun­
nPrtion with tnatters afftc'ting n1y electorate 
arc ptinted in " Ha11sard " and that is the 
un1y printing space I get, bE~cau~e I a1n not 
connected with the Tory Press. 

If the hon. gentleman is responsibk for the 
.matter published in the " Queen·,land Times" 
perhaps he will ask the editor to print some 
of the words of wisdom that fall from tho 
lips of the hon. member for Ipswich. If 
that was done the electors would know some· 
thing of the contributions to the debates in 
Parliament made by hon. members on this 
oide. The proof of mv speech on the Budrrct 
I placed in an en vel ope and despatched" to 
the '·Queensland Times'' at Ipswich. That 
is the onlv matter from me that has been 
reported ii1 that paper. The proofs of my 
'peeches yesterday receiYed from " Hansard " 
nre beside me. The:v have not been altered. 
I am prepared to have them published in 
the " Queensland Tim0s" and to have the 
Leader of the Opposition oppose me at the 

lrcxt elf•ction on those speeches. If he is 
prepared to stand or fall bv that I also am 
willing to do so. • 

I have been a member of the Queens· 
'land Legislative Assembly for a number of 
years, and during· that time I have found 
that hon. members of the Opposition haYo 
a desire not only to ask questions in this 
Assembly, but to endeavour to frame the 
replies thereto. That is the trouble. \Vhen 
they ask a question they want an answer that 
wits them. and not receiving such a replv 
they complain that it has not been answered 
properly. Hon. members opposite know verv 
well that the asking of questions is a privi­
lege. }';'o responsibility lies on anyone to 
reply, and it is merely courtesy that prompts 
.a Minister or other haiL member to do so. 
If hon. members opposite do not receive 
witable replies they then complain that they 
-can get no answer. 

It was with interest that I read a few ·days 
since of the happenings in the other Parlia­
ments of the world, especially in that of 
New Zealand. In that Dominion thev have 
introduced a system of broadcasti1\g the 
·debates of Parliament. I suggest that such 
a scheme be inaugurated in this Parliament 
80 that our constituents shall hear th~ 
remarks of hon. members on both sides of 
the House. I am certain that if the'· heard 
the contributions to the debates made bv 
hem. members opposite there would be not 
sixteen but only six hon. members sitting in 
Dpposition after the next election. 

The rules of procedure of this Assembly 
lay it down that sixteen days shall be 
allotted for the discussion of the Estimates, 
and in this session Opposition hon. members 
spoke on every question under the sun for 
li.fteen and three-quarter days; but because 
hon. members on the Government benches 
>Occupied a quarter of a day, from approxi-

mately 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., in bringing 
forward matters affecting their electorates, 
they were told by the great. leader of the 
United Australia Party that it was only a 
lot of twaddle. 

If it is the complaint of members of the 
Opposition that we on this side of the House 
look after the interosts of our bovs and 
girk our sick, <tnd the people who "liYe in 
our con~titucneic,", ho"'\v can we fail to under­
r:tand the reason \vhy they are in permanent 
opposition in this Assembly? 

Another matter I desire to raise on this 
l'Cso!ution-I have brought it up on a pre· 
YiOu:-J occasion-is the provision of lockers 
arranged in this Chamber. \Ve often see 
papers strewn all over the floor and seats, 
and t visitor to the Assemblv must think 
what an untid:- place it iB. lie m1,1.st think 
that hon. members arc all like careless 
married men who throw things about and 
whose wives have to pick them up. If little 
lockero could be fitted under these benches, 
papers frequently used by members could be 
ctorcd in them .. and we should haYe a tidy· 
Chamber. To get the desired measure of 
tidinE 'i, a small fine could be inflicted on 
untidy men1bcr~. I ;:;upposc some 1nen1bers 
of tb0 Oppcc,ition could not be tidy even if 
we hacl lockers. The fines collected coul·d 
b., giYen to some charitable institution. 

1\Ir. CLAYTOK : A very constructiYe idea. 

Mr. GLEDSO=": I am glad that the hon. 
member for Wide Bav is able to see the 
ad,·antage of my suggestion. His leader 
and deputy leader are not always able to 
grasp the constr1,1.cti ,-e ideas that hon. mem­
bers on this side of the House are able by 
rea son of their experience and knowledge to 
tender for the consideration of hon. 
members. 

I also believe that hon. members should 
be provided with wme means of outdoor 
f'Xerci:ce. Statisticcc. proyo that we have a 
\'ery strenuous lif<>. The sedentary nature 
of our work does not make for the best of 
health, and most members suffer before 
Ycry long from complaints that are the 
rc:,ult of insufficient exercise. If provision 
could he made on our spacious lawns for a 
putting green for those interested in golf, a 
bowling green for the bowlers, and, perhaps. 
a gymnasium where the hon. member for 
Enoggera could don the gloYes, I think 
the health of members could be catered for, 
and each could get the exercise vitally 
necessary to good health. I have had the 
priYilege of visiting the Commonwealth 
Houses of Parliament, and I found members 
of the Government and Opposition playing 
tennis, bowls, and golf, and so getting such 
exercise. You know, Mr. Speaker, a 
hccllthy body means a healthy min·d-a 
healthy mind to bring to bear on the pro­
blems that face the country when we como 
inside to deal with legislation. 

I hope my remarks will be noted by the 
powers that be. and some effort will be 
made to remove some of the difficultie; 
under which members have to work. 

GovERK)lEKT ~1E:IIBERS: Hear, hear l 

Mr. TAYLOR (Enoggsra) [11.30 a.m.]: 
One opinion I desire to express on this resolu­
tion is that if Parliament proposes to have 
day sittings the session should be confined 
to day sittings; night sittings should not be 
added, as they have been under the system 
of double days. After all, Parliaments have 

Mr. Taylot·.] 
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not to ~onsider the method of conducting 
debates so much as they have to pay due 
l'egard to the need for having Parliament so 
looked upon by the people that the present 
system of government will be continued. I 
have not heard anv of the hon. members who 
l1ave spoken this morning utter one word of 
condemnation or apprQhension of the position, 
but I say in all seriousness that the Parlia· 
ments of other democratic countries have 
on occasions laid themselves open to ridicule 
by those whom they represent, and at times 
we have noticed that the Parliaments of 
Australia have been very close to doing that 
also. If anything is to be said in favour of 
the present parliamentary system and the 
methods of conducting parliamentary debates, 
every effort should be exerted. to preserve 
that democratic system, to keep it clean and 
wholesome in the eyes of the people. 

I do not think that it is right for Parlia­
ment to sit at night at all. If at the open­
ing of tha ses.,ion Parliament carri!'g a resolu­
tion to the effect that the session shall consist 
of day sittings only, that resolution should 
be strictlv carried out. It is Iikelv that 
parliamentary sessions would thus 'be of 
longer duration, but what does that matter? 
Surely more time can be given to the 
discussion of the people's business in Parlia­
ment than a mere three or four months out 
of twelve? 

These are all matters that the Government 
and every other hon. member who desires 
the present system to be maintained. should 
consider seriously. \V e are not getting anJ 
nearer the achievement of the desires of a 
democratic people by altering in any way, 
for the purpose·· of political expediency, any­
thing in the parliamentary sy•tem th~t has 
operated to the benefit of the people In the 
past. I think, with the hon. member for 
Port Curtis, that we might well give con­
sideration to the question of having two 
sessions in a year. but if we carry a resolu· 
tion that each session shall consist of day 
oittings we should carry out that resolution 
strictly' and not have night sittings at all. 

~lr. KING (Jiaree) [11.34 a.m.]: I have no 
desire to prolong the debate on this resolu­
tion, but I feel compelled to reply to the 
criticism of certain hon. members opposite. 
They have attempted to convey the 
impres;ion that we as a Government have 
clone something unconstitutional in debating 
the Estimates in the wav in which we have 
done. We all know that we have debated 
them in a constitutional manner. Hon. mem­
bers opposite have been allowed full and 
ample time to discuss every votc. 'They 
have not suffered any injustice in this 
direction. Because we conduct our affairs in 
our own way is no reason wh!' the Opposi­
tion should criticise us or cndeayour to 111ake 
the noint that we arc not doing our duty as 
we should. 

'The subject that we are discu•··,ing at present. 
that of P[uliament ihelf, is a Yery wide and 
important one. I believe in comtitutional 
government. I believe in the parliamentary 
~vstem of govcrnn1ent as being the nlo::-.t 
riemocratic and in the best interests of the 
people. I know that _throughout _thf' world 
and perhaps m Austraba and even m Queens­
land there are people who are endoavounng 
to force th~ir ideas of political control upon 
the people. I know that Fascism is rampant 
throughout Europe and. that Communism is 
to be found in certain parts of the world. 
I definitely disagree with these two systems 

[ Jh. Taylor. 

of political control. Fascism is a system of' 
dictatorship and does not connote anythmg 
that is in the interests of democracy, and on. 
the other hand Communism may achieve very 
much the same end. 'Under our parliamen­
tary system of political control the people _are· 
given the right to elect thmr representatives 
every three years, and thus they have an 
opportunity of deciding whether the State 
is progressing or retrogressing. 

A study of the various Constitutions presents 
an opportunity for considerable reflection. 
There is no written British Constitution. The· 
basis of the present system of political control 
in that country is a collection of maxims and· 
customs that have grown up from time· 
immemorial together with certain legislation. 
[n the United States of America there is a 
written Constitution, as there is in Australia. 
There is a written Constitution for the· 
State of Queensland. Und_er these Constitu­
tions these peoples respectively are workmg 
out their own destinies in a democratic v. ay, 
and are enduring no great hal'dship. \Ve 
have our law courts, our industrial tribunals, 
and other instrumentalities to give effect to• 
the Constitution. 

Honourable :Members conversing in loud 
tones. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order : There is far toa 
much noise in the Chamber. The "Han­
sard" staff have complained to me that it. 
is almost impossible at times to record the 
speeches of hon. members because of the 
noise in the Chamber. 

Mr. KING: vVe have a unicamera: 'Yotem 
of goverment, but the State ·doe~ not suffer· 
because of· that. Our political oppo11ents 
complain that such a system does not obtain 
in the other countric~ of the world, but l 
should like to remind thc,m that it is the· 
svstem in all the provinces of Canada, with 
the exception of Quebec. In the Union of 
South Africa the system of government pro­
l·ides for unicameral provincial c.Juncils. 
Our democratic system. which has come dc,vn 
through the ages from Saxon times. step l:.y 
step. is acceptable to the people, and it is a 
credit to the men who have built it Uf"· 

As I have alreadv said, I have no desire· 
to speak on this subject at length, but I do 
wish to place those views before the people. 
The business of the House is c0ntlnctcrt in a 
constitutional way, and when the Opposition 
criticise our actions thev should remember 
that fact. The business of the House i> con­
ducted fairlv under your guidance, .Mr. 
Speaker, alld in consonance with the 
Standing Orders that have been framed to· 
l'egula te discussion in this House. 

Resolution 4 (Legislative Assembly) agreed 
to. 

Resolution 5-" Premier and Chief Secrr­
t"r!!'·' !Jepartmrnt-Chief Office"-

Mr. McLEAN (Bundabnu) [11.40 a. m.]: 
I desire to take the opportunity this resolu­
tion offers to advance a plea on behalf of 
the Life Saving Association for recognition 
of the sen-icos of life savers in this State 
bv the grant of a subsidy. Twelve months 
ago a deputation repr<'>entative of the Yari­
ous life-saving clnbs met the Premier and 
asked for such a subsidy, but owing to the 
financial position the Premier was unfortu­
nately unable to recognise in thi.3 way the 
Yaluabll' services of the members of the,e· 
clubs. \Vhile the Government and the com­
munity show the greatest consideration for 
the noble work performed by the ambulance· 
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·brigade, no recognition is sho\Yn of the won­
<lcrful self-'.a.crificing work of the life savers. 
'These vonng rnen who patrol our bcarhes 
endanger their lives and incur great risk 
in performing their dutic'. If they only 
succeeded in saving one life from loss by 
drowning their \Vork v;.rould be deserving of 
some consicleration. These young men do 
not merely go to the surfing beaches, g·et 
into their cwimming costumes, and hold them­
t:cl \'8:) in rcadinC'~ ~ for a rescue. Thev devote 
nLtny hours to training to make th'en1se}ye~ 
physically dficicnt as well as familiar with 
life-saving mPthods. They make tremendous 
sacrifices of time and monev on behalf of 
the communitv. Therefore i have no hesi­
tation in making this appeal for the Govern· 
n1ent to giYe the af:~cciation scnne financial 
help by way of .a subsidy. 

It is trn0 that appeals are made from 
time to time to the community, in particular 
the persons who assemble to vYitness their 
demonstrations. but the rPsponse is not 
f'Dcouragin~. l \Vas prL'·.ent at the champion­
ship gathering at Burleigh Heads in J anuar.v, 
1936. and although thousands of people 'vit. 
neseed the demonRtration, the collection onlv 
resulted in the c,ubscription of a few poundi. 
That i,; ,-cry discouraging to this body of 
noblG men "ho devote their time to serving 
the interests of the communitv. I therefore 
also appc·al to the people for ·a more liberal 
recognition of the work of these men. 

1\fr. J\"ICKLT~ PI•nrrmn ba) [11.43 a.m.]: I 
,;upport the appeal of the hon. member for 
Rundaberg for :;.o1ne rf'cognition from th0 
'Gon'rnment bv wav of a eubsidv of the 
work carried out b'v the nwmber~ of life­
saving clubs in QueeiJs1and. Evcrvone know:;; 
the great amount of gocd work' that these 
young men C'lrry out on our s.urfing beaches. 
It mav he interesting to know that statistics 
compiled by the life-saving- aswciations 
throughout the Commonwealth. which arc 
princinally confined to New South \Vales 
and Queensland. show that almost 35.000 
lives have been saved bv their member,s. 
Surely that record alone shows how deserv­
ing they arc of som·o recognition fron1 the 
Government. The Go1·ernment of :\"ew South 
\Yales recognises the work of life savers in 
that State by granting a subsidv approxi­
mating £700 per annum to enable them to 
carry out their work. 

It might be said that a subsidy would 
not be exncnded in the proper channels, but 
-it would be possible to specify that it should 
be spent on the purchase of equipment. The 
provision of gf:ar is one of the greatest 
expenses of the clubs. A life-saving reel, 
which is onf' of the essentials in the equip-

. 1Tlent, costs about £20 or £30. 
It should also be taken into account that 

a. large nun1fler o£ thef::e voung men visit 
the various beaches ea.ch week-end from the 
metropolitan ar<·a at their own expense. For 
example. take the Mowbray Park-Burleigh 
dub and the Caloundr.a club. It costs each 
man approximately 10s. to 15s. a week-end 
to tra '"''l down to the beaches to carrv on 
,a comntullity f.ervire. ~ 

Mr. BRASSI:<~GTO!'<: Thev should be entitled 
to rail "·ay passes. · 

Mr. l\ICKLIN: The Railwav Department 
does gin' them a concession. " 

The only means they have of obtaining tho 
nece,~01·y funds to carry on this humanitarian 
work is bv subsidies from local authorities. 
the support they get from the public b~ 
way of voluntary contributions, and the pro· 

cop.Js of art unions. A great work such as 
thn t carried out bv those clubs should not 
be dependent on appeals to the public or 
arl; unions. In view of the useful public 
>Nvico they give, the Government~ d10uld 
consider the f[uP·tion of recognising their 
~·.ervicc:--. The feeling of safety that is engen­
ciNed in the surf bathers bv reason of the 
pre.,ence of the life saver; attracts more 
people to the be ach<'s than would othcrwiso 
go, and the revenue of tlw Railwav Depa.rl· 
mcnt is thcrcbv increased. In the sca,on 
thou~ands of 1;ersons are carried bv the 
department to our surfing beaches. ' 

The SECRETAEY FOR FCBLIC 1:\"­
STRCCTIO::\' IRon. F. A. Cooper, Brrmcr) 
111.48 a.m.l: Ali sections of the people agree 
that the life-saving· clube do a very line 
work indeed. In regard to grants from thP 
Chief Secretarv's Department, the difficult~· 
ic·. the same difficultv tha.t arises in mam• 
other dirc~tions. If ,;.t: arc to make a grar~t 
lo the life--aving clubs we have to get the 
monev from som• where. If the Government 
made' grants to all the clubs and as_ocia­
tions that ask for grants it would neces­
, arilv rnean an in<'l'f a se in the taxation of 
the 'State or the cutting dmn1 of other 
services that are now rendered hv the State. 
That is plain on ihe face of it. 'I remember 
that a gentleman "-ho holds a most exalted 
position in this State and who is hip:hl:; 
reepedrd by all sections of the communit~ 
publiely commented on the miserable response 
of persons who patronised the beaches of 
this State to the appPal for donations to 
the life-saving clubs. I think he drew atten­
tion to the fact that in a crowd of 4,000 or 
5.000 persons at Southport who cnjoved the 
display by the life savers, and who, 'because 
of their preo.(;nce, were able to bathe with 
a feeling of safety, only something like £5 
or under " 1 s collcckd. 

:Ylr. T. L. IYILLI.DIS: That is so. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC I:\"­
ST'Rl."CTIO:\": That is quite true. Hon. 
members are asking the Government to sub­
sidise that selfishness-that meanness that is 
-..hown by thc·-.e persons who thus enjov the 
sport of sea bathing in safety, and' who 
refuec to contribute one penny towards the 
cost of providing that safety. It is reg-ret­
table. I can acsure hon. members that the 
Government have not refused a grant out 
of pure callousness. but they think that tlw 
people who use the beaches have some respon­
sibility in the matter. I do not know what 
means of making them can be deYised. You 
cannot put a tax on the ones who have been 
nearly drowned and in that way get them 
to contribute to the life savers . 

Mr. T. L. vVILLIA)JS: Some of them get 
rnarriecl. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN. 
STRUCTIO:\: I do not know that that is 
a fair recompense. I have not the slightest 
doubt that the fine specimens of manhood 
that constitute life-saving clubs would be 
in great demand on the marriage market, 
but that is robbing the beaches of the safety 
they giye at present and probably enticing 
these young men into realms that are not 
really so safe. (Laughter.) However, that 
is only an opinion. 

In response to the requests made by the 
bon. members for Bundaberg and Mm·rumba 
I wish to say that the matter will be 
brought before the Chief Secretary again. 
and if anything can be done I oa.n assure 

Ho'n, F . .A. Cooper.] 
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hon. members he will give it every con­
sideration. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [11.51 a.m.]: 
Mr. Speaker,--

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There appears 
to be some misunderstanding. The practice 
is that the Minister in charge of each depart­
ment is regarded as having moved each 
resolution covering expenditure by his 
department, e.nd when he repliei', he closes 
the debate. I do not propose to call such 
Minister while any other hon. member is on 
his feet ar.d prepared to speak. That is the 
custom that I will continue. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Mr. Speaker, I draw your 
attention t·o the fact that I rose on Resolu­
tion No. 4. I was ou my feet before the 
Deputy Premier, but you called him in 
preference to me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy 
Premier had not moved the resolution. 

:Mr. TAYLOR: But he is the Deputy 
Premier. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The resolution 
was moved hv the Secretary for Public 
Instruction. The hon. member would have 
b<>cn at liberty to speak after the Deputy 
Premier had spoken. 

Resolution 5 (Premier and Chief Secre­
tary's Department's-Chief Office) agreed to 

Resolution 6-" Agent-General for the 
State "-agreed to. 

Resolution 7-" Immigration"-

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS (Port Curtis) [11.54 
a.m.]: I intimated my wish to speak to this 
l"esolution with no desire to cover the ground 
that I had already covered when the vote 
we.s under discus,ion in the Committee, but 
with the desire to endeavour, if possible, 
to clear up some misapprehension that 
appears to exist as to the real meaning of 
my remarks on that occasion. A provincial 
newspaper took umbrage at them or pur­
posely misread into them an interpretation 
I did not intend. Probably my remarks 
conflicted with the view expressed by the 
Prime Minister the da.y before on immigra­
tion. 

I said m effect that whereas it ViaS 
admitted there was no necessity to return 
to a discussion on immigration in this 
Chamber, I felt that in our own boys and 
girls we had our best immigrants. I pro­
ceeded to say that it has been suggested 
that youths from England be brought here 
and given employment in country centres. 
I then rcferr<ld to our own subsidy scheme 
to mduce <JUr own boys to go out into 
these country centres and be apprenticed 
to farmers, and that that scheme had not 
met with quite the success we had hoped 
i1e would. I there repeated myself by point­
ing out again that our own youth should 
be our first consideration. I particularly 
desire to refer to my reference to oYerseas 
immigrants. I pointed out that if we are 
to have immigration at all, my opinion was 
that l'\orthern Europeans would be the best 
immigrants to bring h"re. I stated that that 
was my own view only, but I felt the 
Commonwealth Government could consider 
the expenditure of a sum, probably 
£10,000,000, towards the development of the 
l'\orthern Territory by constructing a port 
at Da"rwin and building roads and railways, 
and that would encourage l'\orthern Euro-

[Hon. F. A. Cooper. 

peans to come here who had proved in by­
gone years to be amongst our best. 
immigrants. 

I pointed out whf!-t M!· Curtin had to. say 
in respect of ImmigratiOn. I was twitted 
with bringing the matter up be~ause It had 
some political. sign!fican9e. I d1d not do so 
with that obJeCt 111 m111d, and I am not 
bringing it forward now for that purpose. 
I referred to Mr. Cm·tin's remarks at Perth 
when he delivered his policy speech. He· 
said-

" The most rapid and effective way 
to increase population is to make the· 
conditions in Australia better than 111 
any other country. Population move~. 
from where conditions are bad to where 
thev are reported to be better. The· 
hope of larger freedom or of material. 
gain such as new goldfields, new land8, 
higher standards of existence, has shifted 
more people than all the known forms of 
assisted migration. Before any new form 
of migration is attempted, work and 
higher standards of eXIstence shoul? ~e 
provided for the idle man power w1thw. 
Australia now. 

" By making the conditions and re­
wards of toil superior to those of otht;r 
eountries additional man power for thJs­
Common.;._,ealth would flow in as a matter 
of course. 

"Australia's power to incJCea.Se popu­
lation is not to be found m overseas. 
loans or in parrot cries abo~1t confidence. 
It is to be found by ensurmg work for· 
those idle, and also by ensuring security 
for the youths entering or end ea vourmg 
to enter industry. 

" It is very desirable to have a better· 
spread of po.pul_ation in Aust\al_ia. This 
end is be·t achieved by prond111g occu· 
pational opportunity in States of the 
Commonwealth wh1eh relatn·ely have not. 
,.;,ade the same progress in secondary 
industries as the two great manufacturmg 
States." 

said those were wise words coming from 
a man of the calibre and ability of Mr .. 
Curtin and they should be taken notice of. 

Mr. Nn!li!O: Did he say anything aboul 
Qneensland taxation? 

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS: No, he was dealing 
with immigration. I leave the other matter 
to the hon. member for Oxley. My real. 
L"eason for speaking on this resolutiOn was. 
that I wanted to clear up any misun~er­
otancling that might have :xist~d regard111g 
mv attitude towards immigratiOn and th~ 
rernarks I made concerning the No~ther? 
European as being a. superior type of Iillmi· 

grant for any country to the Southerru 
European. 

Resolution 7 (Immigration) agreed to. 
Resolutions 8 to 15, both inclusive, agreed 

to. 
Resolution 16-" The Treasurer-Chief 

Office." 

:Ylr. WATERS (Kelvin ~rare) [11.59 a.m.]: 
I should like to refer to the position of 
racing generally throughout the metropolitarl 
area at the present time. Last year the 
Government pa,ssed amending legi,lation 
prohibiting S.P. betting and gaye racing 
dubs the opportunity to rehabilitate 
themselves and the sport generally. What 
is the position at the present time so far­
as the general public are qoncerned? Thl~ 
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Brisbane Amateur Turf Club have taken 
almost twelve months to instal a flat at 
Albion Park. 

At 12 noon. 
The CHAIRMAN OF CoMMITTEES (Mr. Hanson, 

Buranda) relieved Mr. Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. WATERS: The club proceeded in 
a lethargic manner to instal a flat at Doom­
ben. Although the Queensland Turf Club 
has provided a flat at Ascot. and although 
the Ipswich club has attempted to make 
better facilities available to the persons who 
attend its racecourse, the racing club> in 
general have not provided the faciliti<·' for 
the public that they shol.l.ld have done. As 
these clubs are experiencing increased 
prosperity as a result of the larger attend­
tmces following upon a rigid policing of 
S.P. betting in this State, they should do 
the right thing by the public. 

One of the first things they should do is 
to reduce the fee for admission to the pad­
deck, leger, and flat. 

Mr. GAIR: The Queensland Turf Club 
reduced them. 

Mr. WATERS: The hon. mt'mber for South 
Brisbane has reminded me that they have 
been reduced by the enormous sum of 3d. as 
far as the paddock and leger are concerned. 
The Government should legislate to ensure 
that the racing clubs give the public a quid 
pro q\.l.o for the benefits they are deriving 
from the strict enforcement of the laws pro­
nibiting S.P. betting. While it is true that 
the Queensland Turf Club is spending a good 
deal cf money for the benefit of the sport, 
it cannot be said that the Brisbane Amateur 
Turf Cl11b is doing the fair thing by any 
means. 1fost of the monev that is received 
by that club is being paid to Southern 
intere-.ts, who are not giving the public a 
fair deal. 

I believe that the " battling " trainers 
should be given more encouragement by the 
Brisbane Amateur Turf Club bv wav of 
increased prize money. The Bri_sbane Ama­
teur Turf Club should be more concerned to 
lock after men who have done so much for 
racing in Queensland than to s<>e that pro­
prietary interests in the South receive their 
pound of flesh. 

Mr. GODFERY MORGAK interjected. 

Mr. WATERS: I go further and say that 
the number of reversals is appalling. The 
stewards should investigate these matters 
more thoroughly than they are doing. 
:\1flnbcrs of the public are being defrauded 
daily by the jokes that are being worked at 
the various racecourses. The Government 
'hould see that some qu;d pro quo is given 
to the general public in return for the legis­
lation that has been pasmd compelling them 
to attend racecoursh if thev want to bet. 
It c1nnot be denied that s:P. betting has 
boon almost stamped out. It may be 
cperating in a small way, but it has been 
'tamped out in general, and the racing 
club;; are benefiting thereby. The Govern­
ment ;;hould call upon the clubs to reduce 
the fc·cs charged for admis,ion. 

A nothcr matter -directly concerning the 
public is the exorbitant charges that are 
made for tea and other refreshment,. Pro­
hibitive charges are made for very small 
returns. The charges made for cups of 
afternoon tea at the racecourses and for 
refreshments at the bar are almost scan­
dalous. This r;' brought about by one of 

two things. Either the racing clubs are· 
charging ex or bit ant fees to the lessees of 
the refreshment-rooms or those lessees are 
making tremendous profits. 

The race clubs should give service to the 
public. They should have regard for the 
comfort of their patrons, and in view of the 
benefits that they have received they should 
reduce their charges of admission. I also 
believe that the " battling " trainer should 
be given a better deal than he receives 
to-day. The number of mid-week meetings; 
bhould be increased, and thr- Brisbane Ama­
teur Turf Club and the Ipswich Club-th& 
Brisbane ~\mateur Turf Club in particular­
should be more concerned to cater for Queens­
land citizens than to send large sums of 
money to the South to pay off the indebted­
ness to proprietary interests. 

The racing game generally needs cleaning· 
up, and more effective control should be· 
exercised over the startling reversals of form. 
The public are the basis of the success of 
the racing game in the final analvsis and' 
they are certainly deserving of better 'rreat­
ment. 

Mr. POWER (Baroona) [12.6 p.m.]: The­
hon. member for Kelvin Grove has done a 
public service in raising the question of racing 
and race clubs generallv. Tl1e clubs are­
enjoying considerable ben.efit from the action 
of the Government in passing legislation to 
stamp out S.P. betting. All the newspapers. 
disclose increased .attendances and therefore. 
at least some of their increased profits should 
be handed over to the trainers or distributed 
amongst the public. The public are entitled. 
to a better deal. 

T'he cost of food and drinks on racecourses. 
is absolutely a~t_ounding. The working man 
ts not m a posrtron to pay the charges made. 
E also protest -against the action of the booth 
proprietors in reducing the size of the glass. 
and yet charging the same price as is charged 
by the hotclkeeper. The clubs have benefited 
considerably by the increased attendances, 
and I see no reason why the booth proprietors 
should be allowed to charge the same price.. 
for a smaller drink as is charged bv hotel-
keepers for bigger glasses. ' 

There is room for improvement in the con­
trol that is exercised over the reversals of 
form and the conduct of inquiries into the 
perf'?r;nanccs of horses and jockeys. These 
mqurnes should not be hel-d behind closed 
~oor;;, but should be open to the public. It 
1 • hrgh tune that the public were given a 
better deal, especially in view of the benefits 
conferred on the racing clubs by legislation. 

I should also like to point out that no, 
consideration is given to the patrons ou 
the fl.at. who have to put up with verv 
unpleasant conditions in wd \Ycather or when 
it is very hot. The balance-sheets of the 
clubs show considerable credit balances. and 
it is t.in1e that they erected f;Omc cov.ering 
for patrons of the flat to protu-t them from 
the weather. 

I know that as the result of the elimina­
tion of S.P. betting some of the dubs have 
t·educ~d their charges for admission. Many 
others have not. It is high time that action 
was taken to compel them to do so. 11any 
followers of the racing game who haYe a 
few spare shillings like a little flutter and 
iro order to do so attend the Yarious' race 
meetings on Saturday and \Yednesdav after­
noons. Thbe patrons of the oltibs are 
entitled to much better consideration than 

Mr. Power.] 
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they recetve< The owners and trainers d·J 
not receiH' tho consideration thev should, 
·e,pccially in racing inquiries, which should 
b~ open to t hC' Pre~s. 

Mr. 1\IcLEA::\' (Bundabrrg) [12.11 p.m.]: I 
desire to bring under the notice of the 
l\linistcr rr matter that causes a great deal 
of anxiety to followers of racing Jiying in 
the countr~-. I rder to the published starting 
price<'· \Ye ha,-c had instance-c. where the 
"Truth .. on Sunday morning has reported 
that a certain hor• e started at 8 to 1. while 
the '' Telegraph" n~cords the starting price 
as 7 to 1. and the ·' Couricr-.Mail" '" 6 to 1. 
I'i1e bettor is paid on the " Courier-Mail" 
quotation. Tlwre is no fairnc'<' in the 
system< It means that the bettor who placed 
£20 on a ·winning horse rnakes a compulsory 
sacrifice of £40 to the bookmaker. The 
:'IIinistcr might ycry well bring this matter 
under the notice of the body controlling 
racing and see if the stipendiary stewards 
could not furnish the actual starting prices 
of the hOl'scs. This is a matter of Yital 
interest to raring patrons in the countl'y, 
\Yho muet n'ly entirely on the published 
quotations. 

l\1r. TAYLOR (Enouuua) [12.13 p.m.]: 
Some thought should be given by the 
Q overnment c'tO the establishment of a Racing 
Appeal Board to which mnwrs, trainers, and 
jockeys can appeal against the decisions of 
the stipendiary towards. Fairly warm 
.. ramps" ltaYe been pulled off on the 
{'0Ut·~es in Brjsbane. During the past tvn?-lYe 
rnonth:'i rno:-.t glaring reversals of form ha vc 
been witnessed. It would be difficult to find 
in an:: part of the world where horse-racing 
is regarded as the " Sport o£ Kings" more 
glaring rcYersak For instance, about a 
month ago ·· Spear Prince " won at Ascot 
with 9 stone 2 pounds up. He .cantered in 
in front of the fwld, notwithstanding- that 
ho ran last on the twe,·ious Saturday. If 
one could haYc a more glaring reversal of 
form I should like to hear of it. 

This is an opportunty for the Govern­
ment to take some step.s to control racing. 
The Queensland Turf Club was able to 
l1andle the position fairly well up to the 
depression, but the abolition of the Kedron 
Park Racing Club threw into the ranks of 
registered belting all the " toughs " and 
hard-headed men and '' squib" horses in 
the racing game. These facts left their 
mark on racing under the control of the 
registered Lody in Brisbane, and no doubt 
brought into the arena of registered racing 
a number of persons who are past-masters 
at the art of doping or loading a horse, or 
1vorking shreYrcl ·· ramps.'' 

During the depression years there was 
only a limited supply of money available 
to keep the racing game going, and the 
;competition was accentuated. 

The e:te'\ ards have a vcrv hard ro;\· to 
hoe. I have heard them referred to as the 
"Three blind mice." The stewards are 
appointed by the Queensland Turf Club, 
by men who race horseo and punt. It is 
·quite obvious that men who race horses 
and punt on those horses and who1 are 
members of the committee of the Queens­
land Turf Club have to deal with other 
persons who own and control racehorses. I 
do not think under these circumstances 
the operations of the stewards can be wholly 
free from the influence of the overlordship 
of the executive of the Queensland Turf 
Club, who race horses. I think the Govern-

(Mr. Power. 

rncnt would be well advised to consider 
taking the appointment of stewards out of 
l;he hands <Jf racing clubs by appointing a 
board of control and allowing it to be 
untrammelled and not subject to the dictates 
of executive members of racing clubs who 
race horses and who are more or less pro­
fessional punters. That would haYe the 
effect of cleaning up the racing game. 

The incidence of S.P. betting has been 
largely reduced, although not entirely 
eliminated. The co-operation of the Com­
monwealh Government is essential l:)efore it 
can be completel0 stopped. Up to the 
present the Commonwo.alth has refused to 
co-operate with the State. It instals a 
silent telephone for anyone who pays for 
lhem and doeo not bother about the purpose 
for >vhich thev rna v be used. The lack Df 
co-operation by the- Commonwealth with the 
Stato makes it cxtremelv difficult for the 
police to eliminate s:P. betting; but 
although they have laboured under great 
handicaps they have succeeded m reducmg 
it to a minimum. 

I think that there are only two racing 
clubs in Brisbane who give their patrons 
service and accommodati-on commensurate 
with the entrance fee the3 pay, the Queens­
land Turf Club and the DoornLen club. I 
do not think the Albion Park Club giYes 
service and accommDdation to patrons com­
mensurde with the entrance fee it charges . 
According to the totalisator turnover ·of 
the last twelve months, the attendance at 
rac,•courses must havr, doubled. That 
increase in attendance must re'3ult in 
increasing the reYenue of the clubs, and so 
they must be al:)le to do the right thing 
by the patrons of racing. 

I understand the clubs are making a moYe 
to increase the stakes. That will be very 
welcome to the men in the racing business, 
which can be regarded almost as an industry. 
If a man invests £2,000 or £3,000 in race­
horses he, like all other investors. wants to 
get some return for his money. That return 
he r:1n get only by the prize money and in the 
facilities for punting, if he is a professional 
puntC'r. These are matters to which the 
Government should give consideration. 

An attempt has been made to institute a 
system of flats on certain racecourses, areas 
where the working class people can obtain 
accommodation on the racecourse for the 
entrance fee of 1s., but the racecourse at 
Albion Park is too small to allow of that 
and it may not be possible to do so there. 

'I'he Government should watch the services 
given to the public for the entrance fees 
charged and those clubs that do not comply 
with the Government's requests should have 
their charges overhauled and, if necessary, 
rPduced. 

Mr. GODFREY 1\lORGA::-.J (Dalby) [12.22 
p.m.] : I think there is some justification for 
some Df the remarks that haYe been made 
as to the happenings on racec_ourses. The 
legislation passed by the Government last 
year had the object of reducing the cost of 
racing to the public, but up to the present 
there has been no eh ea pening, with the excep­
tion that one of the clubs has decided to put 
in a free flat. I do not object to that, 
but the general public who attend racecourses 
do not want a flat free of charge. When 
free flats were in operation there was no 
control over them, and Dn one occasion a 
man was kicked to death. It was then 
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decided to make an entrance charge of 1s. 
and provided the club gives services and 
provides a certain amount of protection from 
the weather, no person could object to pay­
ing this charge. 

The entrance fee of 2s. 6d. to the leger 
is all right, provided there is suitable 
aQcornmoclation. There has been no reduc­
tion in the entrance fee to the paddock. 

An hon. member referred to privileges. 
The price of liquor supplied on a racecourse 
should be the same as at a hotel. The 
public should be protected and the holders 
of the liquor licenses on racecourses should 
not be allowed to bring the bottom of the 
glass up near the top and the top down 
to the bottom in order to defraud the public. 

Mr. TAYLOR: That is known as a glass 
with a high waist and a low neck. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I should like 
to have a glass to exhibit to hon. members 
to show really what I mean. It is pure 
deception. The public are not getting value 
for their money and in such matters the 
Government should protect them in some 
way from exploitation. 

I am the President of the Trainers, Owners, 
and Breeders' As·.ociation, and although tlw 
racing clubs are doing their best to increase 
the prize money-the metropolitan clubs are 
doing so-we say that we should be better 
satisfied if they adopted tlre following sug­
gestion : If a racing club is able to increase 
its prize money by £5,000 it shonld increase 
it by only £2,500 and reduce nomination and 
acceptance money. The owners and trainers 
are the persons who provide the sport, and 
from what I know of them I can say that 
their financial position is worse to-day than 
it was years ago. Only about 6 per cent. 
of those who race horses to-day actually own 
the horses. The remaining 94 per cent. of 
the horses are owned and trained by what 
is known as the owner-trainer. At one time 
a man was able to own and race a horse, 
but that class of man has almost disappeared 
and his place has been taken by the owner­
trainer. Theee men are battling for a li veli­
hood. and to increase prize money from 
£500 to £1,000 means an advantage to only 
one owner-trainer, the one who wins. These 
men would prefer a reduction in nomination 
and acceptance money to such a heavy 
increase. Of course, it would mean that they 
\vould get les•· prize money, but they are 
prepared to forfeit that. 

Take the illmtration I have referred to. 
A club proposed to increase its prize money 
bv £5.00~ a vear. The owner-trainers held 
a 'meeting ancf decided that a letter be written 
to the club asking it not to increase the prize 
money to that extent, but to reduce the 
nornination and acceptance money to equat 
the £2.500. Although that request was made 
no effect has yet been given to it. As I 
•aiel before, trainers are battling for an 
existence and the cost of racing is heavy and 
indefinite. The average man who goes to a 
race meeting knows what it will cost 
him, but the man who trains horses does 
not kno'" what training costs will mean to 
him exactlv. I am satisfied that if the 
Government would do something along the 
lines I have suggested much satiefaction 
would re,,uJt. 

The Government could also help racing 
men and stop betting at S.P. betting 
chops if they reduced the totalisator per­
centages. At the present time it is 14 per 

cent. It is really 13 per cent. and a frac­
tion, but for practical purposes we take 
away 14 per cent. from the people of this 
State. The totalisator percentage is higher 
in Queensland than in the other States. 
Some of the other States only take 10 per· 
cent. I think if a reduction in the per­
centage was made racing clubs would not 
looe, because there would be a still greater 
inve,tment on the machine', and the· 
Government would not lose a great deal. 
The deduction of this 14 per cent. is driving 
a number of persons away from the course 
and encouraging off-the-course betting. 

I have an illustration to put before the 
House. Supposing a number of persons go 
to a race meeting with £100. They place 
that sum on the totalisator for the first race 
of the day. It pays only £86. Following 
that up we find this position. £86 on the 
second race returns £72; £72 on the third 
race returns £58; £58 on the fourth race 
returns £44; £44 on the fifth race returns 
£30; £30 on the sixth race returns £16, and· 
£16 on the seventh race means only £2. 
return. It will be seen from that illustra­
tion that with seven races in a clay £98 out 
of the £100 goes to the totalisator. The 
persons who walked on to that course with· 
£100 leave it with only £2. 

At 12.30 p.m., 
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 
The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC '\YORKS: '\Vould' 

he not lose all his money if he did not 
pick a winner? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am endea­
vouring to show that a group of persons, 
if they paid £100 into the totalisator, would" 
take out only £2 by the end of the seventh· 
rac" Even if the amount paid in is £500· 
or £1.000, the result is the same. Fourteen 
per cent. is deducted by the tetalisator 
officials after each race. Therefore, at the· 
end of. the seventh race £98 will b<e deducted 
out of everv .£100 invested during the course 
of the afte;noon. One ma.n out of the group 
contributing the £100 might "alk off win­
ning £10 or £20, while another might walk 
off losing £10 or £20, but the fact remains 
that nf e,·ery £1C~ invested on the totalisator 
£98 is deducted by the end of the seventh, 
race. 

Mr. 'i'I1AKK: It is good enough for any 
fool who goes to the races. 

. Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am point· 
mg out what actually happens, and surely 
the hon. m<·mbcr rea!isr.s that it is th&· 
duty of the Gov<ermncnt to protect the 
people. The totalisat, r is there for the­
poor man to make a bet. People will bet. 
If ack(]uato facilities are not provided for 
them the~- will bet in spite of the Gov<ern· 
ment. The evil is there, and the hest thing 
we can do is to endeavour to red nee that 
Lvil to a minimum. If we are to make the· 
eYil as small a,. is possible, we must pro­
tect th ~·se persons who are foolish enough, 
to bc·t. I agree with the hon. member that 
persons who bet are fools. I admit that 
afte11 having had forty to fifty years' experi­
ence. The point is that so many of us 
arc fools, and do bet. Human nature can­
not be chang-ed. If the Government desire 
to do something really worthwhile for the 
protection of those who attend race mcc'tings. 
and to help them to enjoy a day's amusement 
as cheaply as possil)le, the only way in 
which they can do so is to reduce the, 

J!r. lfor,etan.] 
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percentage dc·ducted by the totalisator. It 
should be reduced fr• m 14 per cent. to 10 
per cent. 

In l\Ielbourno the deduction is 10 per cent. 
and in some of the othe1· States it is 11 
per cent. I believe that in England the 
amount deducted is less than 10 per cent. 
Ten per cent., however, would be more 
reasonable. Four per cent. could go to the 
Gov<'rmncnt, 4 per cent. to the racing club, 
.and 2 per cent. to the company ccntrolling 
the tolaliAtOr. l:nder the present system 
I understand that 5 per cent. goes to the 
Go1·ernment, 5 per c~nt. to the racing club. 
and about 3~ per cent. to the controllers of 
the machines. By reducing the amount to 
10 pr r cent. the Government would find 
that the revenue derived from this sourco 
'·' ·uld br equal to that derived at present 
by deducting J 3~ per cent. The racing clubs 
., o:dd find that thcv would not lose because 
the nnmbcr of b. ts ·on the totalisator would 
be inr,·c· tscJ. 1 make that mggestion to 
the ... -'\ ~sisthnt Treasurer for hjs considcra..­
t:on. I tru< that he will endeavour to do 
something along the lines I have mggestecl. 

Hen. members must realise that betting 
011 the totali,ator is the fairest means of 
betting. It does not matter to the totalisator 

11 hich horse wins. It is no concern of the 
totalisator to endc.avour to stop a hGl·se. 
\Yith the bookmaker, however, the position 
is diffcrer:l. He mav stand to lose several 
hundred;:; of fJOUnds if a certain horse ,vins. 
H- m<tv v. ant a certain horse not to do its 
best, a;rd if he cannot induce the ocYner to 
agree to his suggestion he will approach 
the jockey. If he cannot achim-e his object 
through the jockey, he will arrange- fm 
somebody in the race either to give the 
horse a bump m· to pocket it or to do 
somethmg else to prevent it from winning. 
It can be seen, therefore, that it is better 
in ever: recpcct to bet on the totalisator 
if the percentage that is deducted is fair 
and reasonable. 

Mr. CO::\ROY (Jiaranoa) [12.35 p.m.]: 
'fhe hon. member for Kelvin Grove has made 
a very helpful contribution to the debate, 
especially in his comments on the expense­
that have to be borne by the ;'eople who 
go to race n1ectings. After a race 1nneting 
is held we read in the paper of the great 
profits that have been made, but the hon, 
member complains that no attempt has yet 
been made to reduce the charges of admis­
.sion to the cour,e. I think that consideration 
should be given to this matter by the clubs, 
because after all it is the publrc who keep 
racing going. If they remained awBy from 
the racecourses there would be no race ... 

The hon. member for Dalby has referred to 
the totalisator charges. I take it that he 
has worked out the figures and that hi5 
statement is correct so far as it goes. I 
have not worked out the figures but if his 
statement is correct then raci,{g must be 
worse than ''bingo," because I suppose 30 
per cent. of the people who attend race 
tneetings put their few shillings on the 
totalisator. According to the hon, member 
for Dalby their money is wiped out bv 
totalisator charge,, · 

The hon. member for Enoggeta expressed 
the opinion that a board should be set up to 
control racing, but I emphatically difff'r from 
him. No matter what racing may be to-day. 
I think it ohould be C'ontrolled bv a regis­
tered club, We have one of the finest clubti 

[Mr. M organ. 

in Queen .. land in the Queensland Turf Club. 
It has done everything possible for the com­
fort of its patronii. The grounds are beautiful, 
and many persons attend the ·races not with 
the object of betting but to put in a pleasant 
afternoon. That being so, I do not agree 
that the control of racing should be taken 
away from a club like the Queensland Turf 
Club. 

The Minister may be able to help to 
remedy some of the difficulties that have been 
described, but I cannot see what he can 
do about some of them. Ra~ing is recognised 
as the king of sports, and it has become a 
very fine art indeed, so fine that we hear all 
sorts of stories about horses that do not try 
and horses that are .doped. It is generally 
well known that some non-triers are starters 
solely for the purpose of having a gallop that 
will help in their preparation for a win 
later on. I am very fond of racing. I have 
been interested in it all mv life. I have 
never owned a racehorse and" I have no wish 
to do so, but I think racing is a ven fine 
form of entertainment, " 

I haYe also come to this conclusion-and 
it is a Yery true :"aying, especially under 
present conditions-that a mug is born eyery 
minute. :\f y experience is that hundreds of 
tnugs are born CYery minute, and many of 
them find their way to the racecourse. This 
will continue to be w, and I do not see how 
we are going to pr<~,·ent it. The only thing 
wr~ can do is to exercjse as strict a super­
Yi.:->ion as possible OYer our race rnectings. I 
am quite satisfied that whatever the Minister 
in charge of racing can ·do he will be only 
too pleased to do. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'L'BLIC IX­
STRCCTIO::\ (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Brcm.er) 
[12.41 p.m.]: I have not an intimate 
knowledge of racing but I presume it is 
like most sports. In ,-;,y youth I had acquain­
tance. with foot running. cycling, and 
coursrng. as well as all good sport, properly 
conducted. I knmv of no better sport than 
cycling, foot running, and coursing. but I 
do know that all these sports gradually died 
away and became non-existent in some 
places. That \\ dS due to the fact that cer­
tain elements entered into those sports which 
eventually killed public intere"t. Not that 
the people were not interested in good 
clean sport. If horse racing is the s.1me kind 
of sport, I am certain that if ill-practices 
creep in it will also bE·come non-existent. 

Horse racing is not supported from any 
tru,t fund, but by the racing public, I 
presume. as one hon. mer:1ber said, that a 
rnug was born every minute, so far as 
cycling and foot running were concerned and 
if the public are prepared to support the 
things that some hon. members say go on 
then thev have onlv themselves to blame. 
I have not an intimate knowledge of racing, 
but I do not believe that the racing game 
is just a game of illegal practices, or what 
ono might call snide or sharp practices, 
One hon. member instanced the wrong run· 
mng of a horse. He said it ran a particu­
larly bad horse on the Saturdav, and on 
Monday it cantered home and '~on. I do 
not know much about a horse, but I do 
know that a horse is not a machine, which 
if given a certain amount of oil and power 
will give you the same performance every 
day. The hon, member who complained that 
this horse did not give the same results 
every day is not a consistent runner him­
self in this Chamber, I have heard him 
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:rnake some ver",~ fine speeche ., and on the 
'llPxt ctfternoon ·I haYe heard him make a 
speech that was not true to the form he 
P""'·iously clisplayod. That is true of all 
hon. members. I have heard some hon. 
m<>mhers scLV to another after he resumed 
his ~eat, " :By jove. you were in good fonn 
this afternocn. You \Yore right on the top 
of your form,., while the following after­
nooll the ~1u11e hon. rncn1ber rnade a speech 
not worth Estening to. l\Ten, hke horses, 
di,play all ·orts of form. 

1\Ir. TAYLOR: You arc not apologising for 
the racing gan1e '! 

ThP SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Il\­
STTilTTIO:\: I am not apologising for the 
l'acmg game. I do not know that the hon. 
member ha·· devoted much time to it. or ha,, 
lavished much cash on it. 

Conscqucntlv, I doubt the sounJness of the 
hem. nH·lnbcr'~ opinion. I am not apologis· 
iug for the racing garnc. but am looking at 
it from the Yantagc point of an outsider, for 
1 know that hors<', like men, run in all 
tnanncr of form. 

1\h. GoDFREY 1\IORGA:<;: And punters, too. 
Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 

STHCCTlOX: That is so. 
-:\Ir. :\looRE: If vou go l1ome in the tram 

with him he \Vill let v,;u know what a good 
8port he is. · 

'The SECRETARY FOR Pl!BLIC IX­
STR CC'TIO:'-J: That is true. I venture to 
ea. that those who go to race meetings are 
not like Pkphants. Th<'y say the elephant 
rw,·cr forget" but the people who go to 
racecourse') forgt't. 

I do not beliPYC the public are being taken 
do,,·n as has been nid to-day. If that were 
F-0 racing would dir•-yery quickly indPed. 
I brlieve accidents happen on racecourses. I 
believe th:lt jocke.s at times deYelop a 
marvellous muscular a.ctivity and they a1·c 
able to retard the progress of a horse. \V e 
haYe the story of a gentleman who was a 
great raciug cnthu~ia8t and owned horF,cs 
and n1et the jockey a~ be carrH~ in to get off. 
He '·aid to1 him, " \Vhat Jms d0la:ycd you' '' 
(Laughter.) That appears to me to be wrne­
thing that happens on racecourses so1nctin1es. 

What I do not understand is this: That 
notwithstanding all that is said everybody 
·seems to be anxious to get the right oil. 

Mr. T. L. \YILLI.\.:;Is: The dinkum oil. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR P'C'BLIC I'-1-
STRUC'I'IO:N: The dinkum oil. If there is 
t·cal oil-dinkum oil-on the racecourse. pro­
bably that is the place to go for it; and 
people who like to get the dinkum oil-or 
who like to belieYe they are getting the 
dinkum oil-go to that place for an aft,-. 
noon's amusement, and they say, •· I did 
J:\1 •) quid, but I had a good day's sport. I 
was beaten by a head and had a good run 
for n1y 1noney." 

Mr. MoORE: Th<'y never say that; they 
always say, " The cow pulled him." 

'The SECRETARY FOR l''C'BLIC I~­
STRCCTION: I believe that in the racing 
game, as in other games, there arc apologists 
who say, " I had a good time. I'll fix him 
next time." I am not interested in that 
phase of it. I do not believe that it is the 
job of a Government to ta.ke control of 
racing to the extent of endeavouring to see 
that every race is run fairly and squarely. 

GoVERNMENT l\1EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR P'C'BLIC IN­
STR1JCTIO::'-J: Surely, that is the job of the 
raring clubs. \Vould anyone say it is the 
Gnvernmenfs job to go to the cricket ground 
and ask Bradman, " vVhy did you get a 
duck' Last week in Adelaide you got 421." 
(Laughter.) It is not the job of the Govern­
ment to do that sort of thing, or to ask a 
footballer to explain why he could not hook 
a ball this Saturday when he1 hooked it last 
Saturclac \Ye rui-t in all sorts of form. 
Sornctiffi0s we are in good shape. sOinL~tirnes 
not. \Ye do the same things differently at 
different times. I do not believe it is the 
duty of the Govemment to take control of 
racing any more than! it is their job to take 
control of football at· cricket. At the same 
tin1c, \VC have t.:t.ken certain measures, and 
I think those measures are being carried out 
for the benefit of racing generally. 

2\Ir. TWLOR: You will have Archbishop 
\Vand wanting you to preach a sermon on 
the \scat racecourse next Saturday. 

The SECRETARY FOR P1JBLIC Ii'\­
STRCCTIOI\: I am prepared to believe 
this: If Archbishop \V and were to preach a 
sermon on the Ascot racecourse we should 
get a greater amount of truth from him than 
we should from the hon. member even if 
he had lived on the Ascot racecourse-some­
times we arc too near the wood to see it. 

In reference to the three racecourses in 
Brisbane, Ascot, Doomben. and _\lbion Park, 
one hon. member said that the amendment 
of the Racecourses Act has been in fore" for 
twelve months. It has not. The Art was 
not aesent<'d to till last December. It has 
been in force about. nine months. It took 
the Government some time to appreciate the 
r0al position, and it has really been carriei 
out for six or seven months. Since then flats 
were made on the three courses. I have 
seen the photographs of the building on the 
Doom ben course. hut I ha ye not seen the 
building. A building is being put up at 
Alhion Park, and a grea.t improvement has 
been made in the flat at Ascot. I am 
assured by persons who haYe an intimate 
knowledge of racing that the flat accommoda­
tion at Doomben and Ascot heats the accom­
modation at Randwick and Flemington, the 
biggest racecourses in ..._L\.ustra1ia. 

Complaint has been made about the situa­
tion of the flat at Doomben. I point out 
that the flat at Doomben is closer eo the 
winning post than the leger at Randwick. 
\Vhen I was given the distance from the 
winning post to the flat at Doomben I wired 
R.andwick and g·ot the measurement from the 
winning post at that course to the nearest 
point of the leger, and the farthermost point 
of the flat at Doomben is closer to the 
winning post than the nearest point of the 
leger is at Randwiek. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: You could expect that, 
too. 

The SECRETARY FOR. PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Yes. As a matter of fact it 
is a small racecourse and it would be clo~er. 
I am also assured that Albion Park is a good 
racecourse in that there one can watch a 
race from start to finish from the flat or any 
other part of it. OnA can see very little of 
a race from the flat at R.andwick. 

Mr. MAHER: The flats cannot see from the 
flats. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STR.UCTION: That is the unfortunate part 

Hon. F. A. Cooper,] 
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of it, the flats do not always see from the 
flats. There are some flats so flat that they 
cannot see. (Laughter.) That is the diffi· 
culty in the racing game. 

Mr. KANE: Some flats do not even see 
their ledger' ! (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: As to public shelter~, I can 
assure hon. members that better shelters have 
now been provided than previously. A sug­
gestion has been made that a shelter should 
be cttpable of covering every man who goes 
on to the racecourse. In this respect also I 
made inquiries from the South and placed 
such a suggestion before the racing authori­
ties, but it so astounded them that I could not 
shut my mouth quickly enough to prevent 
their falling into it. (Laughter.) I find that 
at Randwick there is shelter from the wet 
for 8 per cent. only of the attendance on 
the course, and at Flemington the percentage 
does not reach even 8. In Brisbane there 
is cover for a greater percentage of the 
attendance. As a matter of fact, the public 
are better cate1·ed for in Brisbane than at 
either Fl'emington or Randwick. I noticed 
that a name,ake of mine announced that 
he had done with racing at Randwick. I 
felt very much inclined to despatch him a 
telegram asking him to come to Brisbane 
and pursue his enterprise here, as he would 
get a yery much better spin. 

For the past six or seYen months, since 
the amendment in the Act has been in force, 
prize-money has increased approximately 12 
per cent. That is a fairly substantial 
Increase. 

The hon. member for Dalby has asked 
that we do something to decrease the per­
centages taken by the racing clubs from 
tlw totalisator. I remind him that investors 
mav bet on the totalisator or with book­
makers. There is a choice. If we took 
4 per cent., as he suggests. on th;, figures 
for 1935, the latest available, tbere would 
be earning to the Queensland Turf Club, 
approximately £574. Surely to goodnc,s, 
that is not an amount of money that would 
make for the greater encouragement of 
racing ~ Those who attend races would not 
get a better .deal by cutting down the totali­
sator percentage figures. 

This is the Treasury Estimate, and I con­
gratulate the hon. member for Dalby on 
the very fine lesson on finance he ga vc to 
this Committee. He quoted the instance of 
a group of men with £100 amongst them 
attending a racecourse and investing the 
sum on the totalisator, race after race, until 
thev left the course with £2 at the end 
of 'the clay, although they had won back 
all their money. 

Mr. GODFREY ::\IoRGA:-;: How could they 
win it all back? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX 
STRUCTION : They had won on evcrv 
race and got back the maximum amoun't 
they were entitled to. 

Mr. GODFREY MoRGAX: It is not every 
perwn that wins on every race. 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC IX­
STRCCTION: The hon. member took a 
group of men, who he said invested ±!100 
and got back £86. To do that they would 
have to win all their money back, less the 
pPrC'entage. 

Mr GODFREY MoRGAN: £14 left every time. 

[Hon. fi'. A. Cooper. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: There is £14 left eYery time. 
The £100 that these people sl,arted with 
showed a turnover on the day of nearly 
£500. Somebody stated that £500 went 
through the tote. Only £100 was taken 
down. That is a little lesson in circulation. 

Mr. GoDFREY MORGAN: You do not know 
what you are talking about. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: I know what I am talkmg 
about and I know what the hon. member 
was trying to talk about, but I a~1 afraid 
he does not understand his own talkmg. 

Mr. GoDFREY M oRGAN: You do not under­
stand. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRL::CTION: I say that if a group of 
men, and only that group of n;.en, attended 
a racecourse with £100 and mvested that 
£100 only on the tote, the dividends should 
be £86, because 14 per cent. is deduct&d. 

;y1r. GODFREY MoRGAN: That is exactly 
what I mid. 

THE SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC IN­
I:\fSTRUCTION: If £86 was inve,ted on 
the second race, the turnoyer would bE> 
£186. 

::vir. GODFREY M ORGAN: And another £14 
would be deducted. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
S'l'RUCTIOJ\': If the hon. member wiU 
listen--

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall have to enter 
a pretest. (Laughter.) 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRL:CTIO:"oi: And the protest is upheld. 
(Renewed laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask the hon_ 
member for Dalby to restrain himself. 

THE EECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCCTIOJ\': £100 is all that is invested 
io win £86. If the £86 is invested on the 
second race the tu1nover of the totalisator 
is £186-if there was only £100 on thE> 
course in the firot instance. That is the 
little lesson in finance I was endeavouring 
to teach the hem. member for lJalby. 

l\lr. GoDFREY MonGAN: That does not alter 
JTIY opi nio~1. 

THE SEC'RETAHY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRrCTIO:\": :\"othing can alter the 
opinion of the hon. member. 

Let me say, ]\Jr. Speaker, that every care 
is exercised to see that the Act is propErly 
administered. \Ye haYe received messages of 
appreciation from clubs and the public fo1· 
having done something to put racing back 
where it belongs. The> racecourse is the 
place for racing, and everything connected 
_,-ith it. \Ye have received the thanks of 
racing clubs fo-r what we have clone. I was. 
in Rockhampton on Saturday week, and 
the presrdent and secretary o£ the· club 
there, together with the committee of the 
club, personally thanked me for building 
up racing in Rockhampion. I told them 
that it was not my work, but it was brought 
about by a small amendment of the Act. 
The Ipswich Amateur Turf Club has assured 
me that ra-cing has been put on a better 
focting in that area because the Act has 
givE'n it the opportunity. If the Act gives 
racing clubs the opportunity to improve, 
it must in the long run giv" the same 
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opportunity to OVi-'IJers, trainers. and jockeys. 
I cannot imagine racing clubs ,.o blind to 
their own interests that they will destroy 
the livelihood of the men who are the basis 
Df the game. To-day racing is a qusiness, it 
i:3 not a ::'port. At one tin1e 1 a.cing was the 
sport of kir1gsJ but it is no longer a sport 
i11 this country. A racing 1nan recently t.cld 
me that if he could win a £200 race with 
'Cach houc in a year it would enable him 
to keep raee horst"•. All he had to do \vas 
tu win one race each vc0.r with each horse 
and he was ~ccure, &O 'far as rxpen:,es \Yerc 
.concerned. 

The hmL member for Dalbv has not heen 
gerwrons enough to supply· me with any 
inLrrnation. He h115 not come along and 
~aiel, " Such and such is a good thing for 
next Saturcla.y.'' I think he is a bit scared 
a to wh1_t i..;:; a good thing for next Satur­
day. V\'e haYe enough confidence in the 
clubs to belieYe that much more will be 
done by them. It i» all very well talking 
about the toughness of the sandwich and 
the wcaknes, of the tea, but I think those 
are matters for the racing clubs them­
selYH to look after. 

:\Ir. GAIH: \Yhat a bout admicsion charges? 

Th.e RJ<;C"P..ETARY FOR PUBLIC IK­
STRUCTIO'I\ : Yes. charges for admission 
to the leger and flat have been reduced. 
but not to the paddock. vVhere there WRS no 
flat before, people can now get on a race­
course for 1s., where as thev could not 
get on it for that amount ·l;J.,fore. The 
paddock, I lw!ieYe. is where persons go who 
can afford to spend £2 or £3 in an after­
neon on hor:-~t• racing. I atn concerned 
about the people who go to the leger and 
the flat. On caeh of two courses where no 
flat existed before, there 1s ono to~day. 

Mr. RrorD·.x: What about ihe size of 
the gla~s? 

Thr SECRETARY FOR Pl~BLIC Il\­
STRUC'fiON: I know nothing about that. 
That is a matter for racing club.s thcm­
i-ch·e•, to lcok after 

The only other matter that I desire to 
mention is that of the starting prices as 
published in the newspapers. At times there 
\Yet'C discrepancies or differences of opinion 
amongst the newspapers as to what the 
starting price of a horse was, but I under~ 
stand that there is now an agreement 
-amongst the betting fraternity and bcttors 
in general that the prices as statE>d in the 
" Courier-Mail " .shall be the recognised ,start­
ing prices on all racecourses. I believe that 
the quotations are usua.l!y obtained from the 
ring, and it is understood that those are the 
ayerage starting prices of the Yariou~ hor~E's. 

Resolution 16 (The 'l'reasurcr-Chief 
Office) agreed to. 

Resolution 17-" Bureau of Imlustry ,._ 

Mr. GLEDSON {lpszcich) f2.2 p.m.]: This 
resolution deals with the Bureau of Inclustrv, 
a department that furnishes statistics In 
connection with our busine~ses, our emp1oy­
ment, and unemployment. Sorne ver:v 
interesting .-tatistics in connection with 
Queensland are to be found in the latest 
issue of "Economic News," the journal pub­
lished by this department. Figures that 
concern most hon. members to a great extent 
are the business index in this publication. 
The average is set out for each year up to 
August last. The index figure for August, 
1937, is given as 96.9. Although that is 

not back to normal, it is well on the wav 
to that point. The ·' Economic News'' 
points out-

"'· The index is a compo itc of the nine 
indi,·i.dual indexes giYen in the next 
column, being a weighted average, 
adjusted for increasing population and 
for pr·ice movements. The last three 
unadj u,tecl averages for periods of three 
months have been 102.8, 103.9 (revised), 
and 106.3. For the last three individual 
months the figures have been 104.5, 108.8 
(revised), and 108.5 . 

'' All the indexes are relative to normal 
seasonal fluctuations.'' 

The activiticc of this department arc 
numerous, and the addendum attached to the 
" Economic :1'\ c:vvs " contains heartening news 
about the season in t~ueensland. Some of 
our primary industries havo been very hard 
hit during recent months by drought con­
ditions. The hear·tenin~ news to which I 
have referred to-

.. Fairly good storm rains have par­
tially relieved the situation in most parts 
of the wuth~ea,tern di•·tricts." 

I am sure that everyone is pleased to know 
that ali districts from Central Queensland 
to the southern border have had good rains 
during the last week-end, and I know that 
we are all hopeful that those rains will be 
the means of re-establishing the industry in 
the south-eastern parts of Queensland. In 
particular do 1 hope that the dairying inclus­
trv will be rehabilitated. I know that 
th'roughout the whole of the south-eastern dis­
tricts, including Ip~\vich, dair:r- farn1crs ha~·c 
been ha.rcl hit by the drought. The ram 
has also relieved the water-supply difficulty 
for Brisbane and Ipswich. 'lhe Bureau is 
endca..-ouring to conserve further supplies, 
and only this morning we read the excep­
tionally good news in the paper that after 
the recent rains the water rs now about 18 
inches over the \Veir at :\Iount Cro-by, and 
that the council has begun again to pump 
water from the BrisSane River into Lake 
.Manchc,ter. I do not want hon. members 
to think that there is enough water at the 
present time to fill Lake :Manchester, because 
pumping operations would have to be con­
tinued for probably six months to !ill the 
clam. However, the pumping operations will 
rclie,~e the acute position that existed prior 
to the rain. 

All the talk by hon. members opposite that 
the Bureau of Industry started the works 
at the Somerset Dam ~n the Stanlcv River 
tifty years before their. time is so m,";ch non­
sense, as events clunng the past twelve 
months In ve proved. It is absolutely neces­
sary that further water shoui·d be conserved 
for the people of Brisbane and Ipswich. 
lt is interesting to review the work that 
is being done at the Stanley River Darn. 
Last year the Bureau furnished verv interest­
ing il1forruation in jts aru1ual repo"rt, but so 
far we haye not receiYed the report for the 
last financial year. I took the opportunity of 
visiting the dan1, with othert:J, to see the 
work that is being clone. Although the 
report supplies detailed information of the 
work, it 1s very helpful, too, to sec the 
\York actually in progress. 

Mr. ::\'nnro: When is it likely to be 
finished? 

Mr. GLEDSOK: According to the Bureau 
of Industry the project will take five years 
from the time that the firbt concrete is laid. 

Mr. Gledson.] 
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No concrete has yet been placed in position, 
but the board expects to start that work 
within the next few weeks. I do not know 
the exact date, but according to the last 
report on the works, issued after my visit, 
all the preliminary work is almost complete. 
'I'his is an enormous undertaking, the vast­
ness of which cannot be appreciated unless 
one actually visits the site to see what has 
been accomplished by the Bureau. Nearly 
all the work that has been carried out at 
the dam site during the past two years has 
been preliminary work. 

About 350 men have been employed there 
for the past two years. The Bureau has 
assembled the necessary machinery on the 
job for carrying out the work. Its stupena­
ous nature can be realised by the fact that 
the actual building of the dam has not yet 
begun. 

The whole of the work to date has been 
preliminary work. The retaining wall to 
divert the river water from its natural 
course has been completed, and workmen 
are now engaged in digging the foundatiom 
inside that wall for the dam itself. That 
will be an enormous undertaking. Thousands 
of tons of rock have to be blasted from the 
river bed and removed before work on the 
foundations can be started. One of the mo"t 
up-to-date mechanical steam shovels is 
operating on this work. The way in which 
it removes the rock and over-burden is cer­
tainly an eye-opener. The power lines. which 
were erected by the Brisbane City Council, 
have also been completed. These have 
enabled the whole township to be electrified, 
and consequently great use is being made 
of electric current. There is a steep moun­
tain on each side of the Stanley River, and it 
has been necessary to build large concrete 
abutments in order to erect two flying foxes 
to carry concrete and machinery from one 
side of the riYer to the other. In addition, 
thousands of tons of metal have been crushed 
ready for the laying of concrete. Large 
quantities of sand have also been obtained. 
The work of getting ready for the major 
job is an enormous undertaking in itself. 
Practically two years have been spent in 
this manner. The Minister might let the 
House know when it is proposed to begin 
the actual work of building the wall. Reports 
say that things are almost ready, but the 
actual starting time is of interest to all 
concerned. 

It has also been necessary to build a new 
township. On most pioneering works the 
job was started, and the towmhip built up 
gradually. In this case the township was 
built before the work was begun. The town­
ship con<·ists of houses for married officers 
and n1arried ·workmen, 'vit.h mess rooms for 
single men and those men who have not 
brought their wives to the township. The 
township is practically self-contained. Pro­
Yi'·ion ha,, been made for medical alnd 
ambulance sen-ices. 

Mr. "'nnro: Haven't thcv got golf linb 
and a bowling green? " 

Mr. GLEDSO"": The latest reports I have 
show that golf links have been made. I 
do not think a bowling green has been laid. 
That has to be done bv the men concerned. 
The men pay into a ce1;tain fund, which thev 
control. It has nothing to do with nor is 
it controlled by the Bureau of I;,dustry. 
The magnitude of the undertaking is appar­
ent when we remember that two vears haYe 
been spent on preliminary work." 

[Mr. Gledson. 

I draw attention to the diagram on the· 
back of the "Economic News" for October 
this vear. It should be of the greatest use 
to n1cmbers on both sides of the House· 
because it informs us of the position in· 
regard to employment and of the number 
of persons who are likely to be looking for 
employment till 1957. It sets out the 
number who will reach the age of twenty­
one in each year. In explanation of the 
diagram it says-

•' Tlh~ present age of the persons in 
each group, the year in which they will• 
reach twenty-one, and the probable· 
numl)er surviving to that age, are 
printed on the diagram. The lower 
numbers in the earlier years are from 
children born during the war. No· 
account is taken of migration since 1933. 
The figures are estimated from. ~he· 
number of persons of each age hvmg· 
in 1933 (the last census). specific mort­
ality rates in 1934, and actual births 
since 1933. Apart from migration, the 
only influence that can affect the figures 
would be future variations in death 
rates. No increase in births or in birth 
rates can affect the numbers already 
born." 

A<"Cording to the diag-ram the number of 
children who will reach the ag-e of twenty­
one this vear is 18.070. In 1938, it is esti­
mated, f7.740 of thos!' now aged twenty 
will reach the age of twentv-one. 17.480 of 
those now aged nineteen will reach twenty­
one in 1939. and 17,440 of those now ag<>d 
Ei"hteen will reach twentv-one in 1940. It 
i, ~part of the work of the' Bureau of Indus­
try to have a record of the number o.f those 
who are likely to reach certain ages and 
will probably· be _in need _of empl_oyment, 
and at the same time to stimulate mdustry 
and foster new industrie3 in order that 
employment n;ay be fo;md for the youths 
who arc reachmg maturity. 

The la,.t report provides mnch intc,resting 
information about certain industries that 
have been as;istecl. I am sorrv the report 
for this vear is not available: because it 
wculd be "interesting to compare the activi­
t'C's of this year with those of last. year. 
It would be interesting to learn if the 
industries that have been assisted are stili 
in a flourishino- condition. The Dinmore 
potterv receiYod~ help, and it is plea&ing to 
wte thev have been able to turn out a 
product that compares favourably with a 
,;milar product, imported from the other 
States and other parts of the world, and 
it is encouraging to the Bureau of ~n~nstry 
to know that the aid rendered to this mdus­
tn- has been so fruitful. 

lvir. BRAKD: That is from the loan funrl, 
if-n't it? 

:Yir. GLEDSON: It is under the Bureau 
cf Indm-try. There was some trouble in 
connection with this industry six months 
a~o. inaRmuch as the faC>tories in other 
States exported their surplus products to 
Queensland to compete unfairly with the 
()ueenoland article, but this ha~ been so 
\vith r11auy of Queensland's indnFtrics. The 
Bnrcau of Industry had to investigate thG 
clumping of certain goods in this State. I 
refer particularlv to bcots and shoes. The 
Bureau of Industry ran the ribk of losing 
thee moncv it advanced to the Dinmore pot­
teries and Queensland workers would haYe 
bc"n thrown out of employment. The 
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Bureau should very closely watch imports 
from other. States of goods that compete 
unfauly with tl,ose of Queensland manu· 
facture: . No objection can be taken to fair 
competitJOn, bu_t when Southern factories 
can dump theu surplus product on the 
Queensland market at prices less than cost 
the Bure~u should make every endeavour to 
prevent It. 
. The Bureau of Industry is a very 
nn_Portant departme!'t. of this State. It sup· 
phcs valuable statistirs among which are 
those that show the trend of employment. 

Mr. POWER (Raroona) [2.23 p.m.]: The 
Bureau of Indus~ry should give considera· 
ban to the speedmg up of the construction 
of the Stanley River Dam. A few months 
>'m~e we bad a water shortage in the metro­
pohtan area, and from day to day the 
CitiZens do not know when thev will be 
faced with a similar situation. ·A larger 
number of men could be employed and the 
work expedited. 

I_ am not at all satisfied with the way in 
which lal]our has been selectPd. There have 
been many calls made at the Labour Bureau 
for workmen but the calls have been for 
men capable of working jack-hammers. 
S':'rely every working man on the Stanlev 
Rrver Dam is not operating a jack-hammer '1 
The . method_ <;f selection has been very 
unfair, and It 1s necessary that an overhaul 
shculd be made. 

Nor is the treatment accorded to the men 
~dccted at all satisfactory. A man living 
m my own electorate was selected, and 
after working there for a short time was 
told to bring up his furniture. This man 
had his furniture transported to Somerset 
and within a few days of it' arri.-al was told 
there was no further work available for him 
and he wao; dismissed. I took up the ca>e 
of this individual, together with thoSB ol 
two others, but th<e only information I 
received was a stet:-eotyped note stating that 
the sen-1ces of the men had been terminated 
as they were not suitable. If these men 
were not suitable to· work on the construction 
of that dam why w~re thev advised to 
arrange to have their furniture brought up? 
Une went so far as paying for the b·ans· 
port':'tion of his effects, but, as I have said, 
Wit 1rm a £0w da vs his services were 
terminated. • 

In the sdection of men for work at the 
Stanley Riwr Dam only those with a know­
ledge of jack-hammer work were called for. 
::\llany men were selected for work there who 
had no knowledge of the jack-hammer and 
some had never seen one. I think a form 
of trickery was played on many unfortunate 
men who had long terms of unemployment 
rcgistratton. That matter should receive 
proper and thorough investigation. 

I also know that the selecting officer chose 
men at the Labour Bureau irrespective of 
the date of their ngistration just on the 
ground that he wanted jack-ha'mmer men. I 
know that there must be work there for other 
men besides jack-hammer men. I do not 
attach any. blame to officers of the depart­
ment 111 Bnsbane for anything that has taken 
place in this direction. I appreciate the 
good work done by Mr. Brigden and his 
staff-work of national importance. The 
position of many industries has been investi­
gated by his staff, and in some instances 
Government aid has been granted to them. 
The money advanced by the Government with 

this object in view has been the means of 
doing work of national importance. I. am 
sorry that the report of the bureau for last 
year is not on the table, but I know many 
persons have been placed in employment. 

Mr. BELL (Fassifern) [2.28 p.m.]: I can 
speak with some knowledge of the work at 
the Somerset Dam. Whether or not we 
approve of the expenditure in that direc­
tion, I think we mmt congratulate the 
board on the work it has done up to the 
present. It is being carried out efficiently 
and the men employed work under excellent 
conditions. The hon. member for Biuoona 
complained about the wav in which the 
men were selected, but it· must be under­
stood that there are alwavs men who are 
not quite competent. I d,; not think there 
is any justification for complaint as to the 
method of selection or treatment. I trust the 
Government will leave the whole matter in 
the hands of the hoard and will not meddle 
with_its operations or try to force it to accept 
labour not competent to do the job. If they 
attempt to do that _they will be disappointed 
m years to come m the wav in which the 
work has been carried out as • to both cost 
and efficiency. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, IJruru r) 
[2.29 p.m.]: I thank the hon. member for 
Ipswich for the complete resume he gave 
us of the activities of the Bureau of Industry. 
The Government appreciate his eulogy of 
the work done by that body. The Dinmore 
pottery, to which he referred, is doing very 
well at the moment, although some time ago 
the management was not altogether ,,atis­
factory. I can say that it is now satidactory 
and the articles being turned out are of a 
high order. · 

The price is lower than the price of any 
arti<;le that comes from either the South 
or overseas, and I believe that the local 
article is a better one. An examination of 
a broken imported article and a broken 
local product will disclose that the material 
that i~ u<ed in the Dinmore article is of 
better quality than that used in the oue 
imported from the Southern States in par­
ticular. 

One factor that operates against the wi<ler 
usE! of the local product is prejudice. Some 
bmlder.~ m Queensland, for some reaeon 01' 

other, perfLr the article from oversen.s or 
that produced in the South. ~otwithst.and­
ing any evidence that can be placed before 
them as to the highly satisfactory nature of 
the product that is turned out at Dinmore 
they still prder the basin. or wh~te.-cr it 
might be, J,hat their mothers used '!'he 
only thing that is now standing in tlH' n.y 
of the contmued success . of this institution 
is the prejudice against the local articJr.. 

\Vith rdcrence to the stH;geetion of thL' 
hon. member for Baroona a• to the employ-­
ment of labour at the Stanley River Dam,. 
I a'sure the hon. member that the matter­
certainly will he inquired into and anv 
m_tfairne's or injustice that is being done 
wdl i.Je corrected. As the hon, member will 
kn<?w, a job ,can carry so. many rr1en. and I 
bche.'·e that the Stanley River job is carryin!( 
all tne men that can be convenientlv caniecl 
by it if ene considers the b"'"t in-terest of. 
the work. 

Another coneideration that the hon. mem-­
ber for Baroona will also understand i j hat 
only so much money is available for the 

IIon. F. A. Cooper.] 
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various jobs of the State, and if we qould 
employ more men at the Stanley River Dam 
we should have to transfer them from some­
whore else. ·we cannot employ more men 
than the money that we have at our di.sposal 
will allow us to pay. DesirablP as it may 
be to omplov more men on the Stanle,­
RiYer Dam, we can employ only the numbei· 
needed for carrying out the work efficiently 
and off<lctiYely, and I believe that is being 
done at present. 

In replv to the inquiry made by the hon. 
member f<Jr Ipswich, I may say that the 
work that he mentions will be commenced in 
all pro ha bilitv about the end of this month or 
early in :\'oYC.1nbcr, nnless floods or anything 
of that na lure interYenes to prevent the 
natuul p•·ogrcss of the job with in a cl a·,- or 
two. · 

Resolutiou 17 (Bureau of Indu,;try) a,grcecl 
to. 

Rewlutions 18 to 32, both inclusive, agreed 
to. 
Re~olutlon 33-" Forest"y "-

Mr. GLEDSO~ (lpsu:ich) [2 .. 33 p.m.J: 
Immedi>Ctely prior to the week during whiclt 
the Hou,;e was in recess, I had the oppor­
tunity of visiting l'\orth QueC'•ttsland, of 
traversing the 1nain highway bet we~n Innis~ 
fail aud Ra Y<mshoe, a.nd of seeing some of 
the work that this sub-department is doing 
there. I can a"ure hon. members that it 
'\Yfls rcrta,inly an P:ve-opener to n1e. Roads 
are being constructccl preparatnry to carting 
timh,lr to market. The conotruetion of a,cce" 
roads to the standing timber has been the 
means of providing employment for larg'' 
numbers of men, and of opening up ne'" 
countr,-. The road is a splendid one from 
Innisfail right through to Ravenshoe. and 
thic; district is now being vi,ited by tonrisb 
from all over the world. \Vhile I was there 
I met .a party of Yisitors from Nm,· Zealand 
who were loud in their praises of the 
Queensland forci'ts and their scenic beauties, 
and freely a,dmitted that they had nothing to 
compare with them in l'\ew Zealand. 

There arc LJ.. large number of ~awmills in 
the districl. including a pa-rticularly big oue 
at Ravenshoe, all busily engaged in milling 
timber. I was told that at th•c pre~ent time 
there was a read v market for walnut and 
maple, but that although thev were cutting 
millione of feet of silkv oak· there was no 
market for it, and it was virtua ll:v going to 
w1str-•. \Vc can all remember that not so 
very long ago. before the Labour Gm·ern­
ment embarked npon a policv of reforesta­
tion, millions of feet of our 'most beautiful 
timber were cut and destroved in the clearing 
of land for agricultuml' purposes. That 
wasteful policy has been stopped, but 
although there is now no a.ttraqtive market 
for silk:,· oak trees are again being destroyed. 

:VIr. ~nnro: The trouble is that the Sub­
Departnwnt of Forestrv charge., too much 
royalty on the timber. • 

Mr. GLEDSOX: That is not the reason. 
The hon. member mav be able to tell us 
much about timber royalties, but I am 
endeavouring at the moment to save these 
trees for the people. Perhaps the JHinister 
has heard the same report, that a consider­
able number of silky oak trees are being 
destroyed to make room for agriculture. 1 
do not know whether anything ca-n be done 
to prevent this wasteful practice, but at 
least something should be done to sa Ye the 

[Hon. F. A. Cooper. 

treC'i'. I think it will be admitted that the 
timber from young trees has not the strength 
or the resistance that ono can confidently 
expect from matured trees hundreds of years 
old. That is borne out by our experience 
with matured ironbark, red gum, and other 
hardwood trees in closu proximity to Bris­
bane. The timber from the old trees has 
withstood the elements for years. but the 
younger tim her is not very long in use 
before it shows signs of det0rioration, such 
as dry rot. and generally does not endure 
like the older trees. That fact should be 
kept forcibly in mind in connection with a 
policy of rpforestation. Perhaps the Sub­
Department of Forestry may be able to take 
stcpB to prcocrve the old silky oak trees to 
meet future requirements and prevent them 
from being ruthlessly cut down to make way 
for agriculture. 

Once again I commend the department 
for its reforestation work in North Queens­
la.nd. Tourists from all over Australia were 
full of praii'e for the work the department 
has clone and is doing in those areas. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LA::\TDS 
(Hon. J>. l'caso, [[,riJcrt) [2.40 p.m.]: The 
action of the hon. member for Ipswich in 
directing attention to the situation that has 
arisen in the marketing of silky oak is to 
be commcnded. He saw the position as he 
travelled through the plantations, particu­
larly in :'\ orth Queensland. For mouths past 
the C:ub-Departmcnt of Forestry had been 
fullv ::;cizc·d of the :3ituation. \Yo have begun 
a ,:ery intensive advertising earnpaign in 
the interests of onr silkv oak. .As I men­
J.ioned in a previous debate, we had a wo't 
distinguished visitor in Brisbane in the per­
son of. Hi, Hoyal IIighne,. the Duke of 
Gloucester. \Yho. when selecting panels for 
his study in London, chooe silky oak from 
the timbers submitted to him. V\' e were 
offer<'cl an order from America for all the 
walnut we could produce in Queensland for 
the next five years. I told the inquirer that 
we could not sell walnut but we could sell 
silky oak. In our intennive a·dvertising 
campaign for silky oak we have had many 
articles, such as cigarette cases, pow<}er 
boxes, and pen handles made of it, hopmg 
that by the distribution of these articles 
almost all over the world the people would 
be arrested by their beauty and thus dema,ncl 
silky oak. 

One of the features of silkv oak that is 
not generally recognised is the fact that it 
can be stained in so many different colours. 
Experiments were made quite recently when 
it wa,s found tha,t silky oak is adapted to 
the application of almost every colour. This 
adds to its beauty and uses. Quite recently 
we conducted other experiments. In con­
sequence we are having samples of silky 
oak panels in eight or ten different colour; 
despatched to various schools in the StatB, 
schools in other States, and places overseas, 
with the object of displaying its beautiful 
grain. 

I am· pleased to report that as a result of 
this campaign we have been receiving an 
increasing number of orders for silky oak. 
During Exhibition week eighteen land com· 
missioncrs visited Brisbane and heard a lec­
ture by a,n officer of the Sub-Department of 
Forestry on our timbers, particularly silky 
oak. \V e printed some thousands of leaflets 
on the q nality of this timber, and the se 
officers had been asked to distribute them 
in their districts. I can assure the hon. 
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member for Ipswich that we shall overcome 
the preeent difficulty of disposing of our 
silky oak supplies. 

Before I sit ·down I wish to dir"ct the 
attention of the House to the reforestation 
programme of the Sub-Department of 
Forc·,try. During the discussion of the 
Estimates of the Department of Public 
Lands we were criticised for not expending 
the whole of the revenue derived bv the 
Sub-Department of Forestrv on reforesta­
tion. I will give the House the exact 
expenditure on reforestation for the pur­
pose of showing that the present Adminis­
tration have not been lacking in the dis­
charge of their duty. The following expen­
diture discloses that the Government are 
trying to make up the Jag m this 
direction :-

1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-3.7 

£ 
29,866 
40,736 
44,347 
52.545 
70.000 
35,064 

114,311 
123,983 

It will be seen that !he total expenditure on 
reforestation from 1929-30 to 1931-32 was 
£11_4.916, against £445,904 for the five-year 
penod from 1932-33 to 1936-37. 

I want to show the House how the Govern­
ment have dealt with the reforbtation prob­
lem since thev took office. More than half 
of the total 'acreage of plantation in this 
State has been eetablished ·during the period 
the present Government have been in office, 
and 157,577 acres were treated for natural 
regeneration. of which 142,495 acres were 
treated for the first time, as against a total 
area of 82,518 acres which \Yore treated up 
to 30th June, 1932. 

I want to drive hom~ those ftgures because 
only yesterday I received a letter from the 
Timber Merchants' Association of Queemdand 
asking the Go.-ernment to increase reforesta­
tion. and drawing attention to the fact that 
it w:ts with alarm that they read the debate 
in the Chamber on the Estimates of the 
department, in which I pointed out it was 
impossible for the r.overnment to o.-ertako 
the Jag caused by the many years during 
which there had been no reforestation. \\'hat 
I wished to point out was that it is unpos­
sible for this Government to grow trees in a 
few vears that would have a marketable 
value, when it takes twenty-five to thirtv years 
for these trees to attain maturitL \V e are 
doing more than any Government in Queens­
land ever did in reforestation. I want to 
drive that home-that whatever else happens 
the Sub-Department of Forestry is doing 
more in reforestation than was done before 
in the history_ of Queensland. 

Mr. NnrMo: Out of loan money. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
No, out of its own money. \Ve are using 
loan money for reforestation. I am glad 
the hon. member mentioned that. Again I 
mention that in the letter I received from 
the Timber ~Ic-rchants' \ssociation onlv two 
days ago they took up tho cry of the Oppo­
sition that we should spend more of the 
revenue from rovalties in reforestation. As 
I said before, w~ are spending more of the 
monevs derived from rovaltics. before those 
royalties reach the Trea~ury, than was ever 
spent before in the history of Queensland. 

Last. y<>ar \Ye spent over £300,000 that was 
received from royalties in the timber indus­
try, and it was only the balance that wns loft 
after that amount was expended that went to 
the Treasury. In addition, the Treasury is 
spending a considerable amount. 

I had a very interesting talk with the 
Director of Forests the. day after the debate 
in this Chamber. The Director is quit.c c,atis­
fied that with his policy of regeneration we 
are doing everything that it is possible to 
do. Only to-day the Director handed me 
the estimates of what he considered neces­
sary for the purposes of reforestation in this 
State in the coming year, and the amount 
exceeded the amount we had appropriated in 
the various sections of the Estimates by about 
£26,000. In view of his remarks and after 
consulting with the Land Administration 
Board in connection with the provision of the 
money, I authorised the finding of that 
£26,000 in order that the full prog-ramme 
laid down bv the Director of Fore,,Js and 
which he considers neceqsary for this yoar 
will be carried out. 

In that work over•150 youths are pro,id<'d 
with employment. Those youths have been 
working for the Sub-Departmel!'t of Forestry 
during the last two years. I w1sh to mako 1t 
clear there is no sweating of the.;e boys. 
They have an award, by the consideration 
of the Sub-Department of Forestry. Dunng 
1936-37, 133 youths were employed in 
reforestation. and the amount they drew m 
wages was £13,875. If you work. that ot~t 
vou will see tbese youths are pa1d a fa~r 
1vage. vVe are not using youths with the idea 
of sweating them and having them do work 
that should be done by men at higher rrLl0s 
of wages. These youths are being trained in 
the sen·iee and they have an award, and 
wh<'n they attaiu the age of twenty-ono they 
automaticall v enter the forestry ocrvtce at 
the basic w~'ge of the day. 

Mr. NDmo: That is the CommomYcalth 
grant. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The Con1n1on\vealth gra.nt has " ~;one pop." 
It is only a three-year grant, and \'' c are 
nslng about ten times the amount jn budding 
the road into Kirrama to exploit th0 timber 
there. The g-rant from the Common"'calth 
for fore ,(ry this year is £7,500. Hon. mcrn­
bers will see that that is almost less than 
half the amount these vouths received in 
wag<:o last year for their 'reforestation work. 
The number is increased annual!\'. The 
Director of Forest points out in hi's r<'port 
that the number employed this your is 150 
as against 133 previously, which number 
received £13,875 in wages. The iJJCJ'<'ct ""cl 
number will require a sum of over £15.000 to 
meet the increased wages bill. anrl th.tt 
amount is twice that which tfre Common­
wealth GoYernment granter! us. 

Mr. Nnnro: That grant was onh- fur· 
forE'''try. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LANI>S: 
That g-rant was entirely for forc•stry. and' 
thP Prime Ivrinister has arncd ns that !his• 
is the last year we shall get it. I am hoping"' 
that aft.er next Saturdav week we shall have 
a·, Prime ::\1inister of the Commonwealth a• 
man who will do his duty by the youtT1s of 
the Commonwealth. 

The hon. member for Oxlcy said the 
amount paid in royalties was too high. That 
is not correct. As a matter of fact, the 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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Sull~Department of Forestry is open to con­
sider royalties with any section of the induo­
try. Generally the industry is quite satisfied 
with the royalties. 

In the discuesion on thCl Estimates for the 
Department of Public Lands a complaint was 
voiced that the Goyernment were subsidising 
the shipping of timber to other States. But 
how has that been accomplished 9 Royalties 
hnvc bc"'n reduced. On the one hand, hon. 
members opposite complain that we arc doing 
StHn·~thing \ve shon]d not do because rorrdtic~ 
aro too high. and on the other that -0.-e are 
reducing ro:,a.lties in an 0ndeavour to encour­
"g" t: a.de with the other States. They cannot 
have it both ways. They must b<> consistent. 
They cannot complain to-day that the 
royalties arc too high whPn previously they 
vvere conccrnrd because they said we \Vcre 
grantlng too 1nuch by \Yay of conces,,ions to 
gr'; trade in the other States. The royalties 
are not too high. and those in the industry 
vvho should knO\Y their business are quite 
satisfied with them. 

La~.t e-;;ening the hon. n1e1nber for Dalby, 
in discussing another Yote, rnade son1e com­
me""lt as to timber combines. There is no 
couibirw· in the t.irnber inrlustr\' vvhatso­
eyer. The only pool in it is the plywood 
pool. Every 1nan of tho plyri·ood indu~try in 
Queensland is in that pool, and I can assure 
hon. n1ember; that no one concern-:d iu 
that industr: "·ould to-dny abolish that pool. 

'\Ir. BRAXD: Everybody has tc pay ro~·al­
tie,. 

TLe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: 
YP--. \V cl con~iUer our miller. and others in 
connection with ro. altles. \ rnember of the 
TimbPr AdYi,orc" Committe" is al'o a nwm­
ber of the pool board. He attends the week!~· 
nloc'ting~ of the board, tind whtnt'ver qtH·"-'­
tioEs relating to royalties :He debated they 
are brought to the notice of the Director of 
Forestry, and the department is concerned to 

CP that foref'tr~v charges arc not too high. 
V\T o are in cornp]cte accord 'Yith every ~ection 
of the intlustrv. I do not know of anv field 
in , .. ·hich ther~ is greatrr agreernent b;hveen 
the Goycrnmcnt and the members of the 
industrv than there is between the GoYern­
ment of to-day, the Sub-Department of 
Forestry, and the timber industry generally. 

]\fr. CLAYTON: Have you made an: grant 
of timber to millers? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA;'\DS: 
~~re do not make grants of timber to -millers. 
The Sawmills Licensing Act, so strenuously 
opposed by hon. members of the Opposition. 
v·as ono of the finest things over done by the 
Sub-Department of Forestry. There were 
sonw who ea Yilled at it and said that it 
miglot, injure the mills of smaller < .lp:tcity. 
but those are now satisfied it is the best 
thin,. that eYer happened. Very shortly I 
am meeting in conference thf' whole of the 
industry-representatives of the Xorth. 
Central, and South-to investigate what more 
can be done as between the industry and the 
dep. rtment for further rehabilita.tion. There 
is complete accord between the Government. 
the Sub-Department of Forestry, and the 
timber industry of Queensland. 

EvPry one is satisfied that ono of the best 
things that was done was the licensing of 
sawmills. VVe have a complete record of 
all the cawmills in this State. If time 
would permit, I wonld read a list of them. 
Then' has been no infringement of the rights 

[Hon. P. Pease. 

of country people. The Leader of the 
Opposition can be assured that whateYer 
else happens through the licensing of ,aw­
mil!s country mills have every protection. 
Tn number of unit, they are stronger than 
other interests, and if it came to a question 
o-f units having !vote,, country sa"imills 
would have a gn·ater prepondPrance of 
powe1· became thcv would have two-thirds 
as against one-thi"rd in the metropolitan 
ar,ea. Vi'e are bringing about complete 
organisation in the industry, and next year 
when d~bating the forestry vote, members 
of the Opposition who have been condemn­
ing the licensing of sawmills will be con­
Yerted and probably think they initiated 
the matter. 

OrrosiTIOX ]I.JnrBERS: You \vill not be 
here. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I shall be here all right when the bon. 
member is not here. I represent a true 
eountry constituency, and there are many 
s.a.,vmills in mv area. Eaf'h and everv one 
of those mills· will se-c that I am retl.uned 
because they are satisfied this Government 
are the best Government for all units of 
the industry. 

I want to place on record an extract from 
the "Australian Timber Journal" for July, 
1937. This journal is the recognised organ 
of the timber industry in Austm.lia. Quite 
recently, when an interstate forestry con­
ference was held in Queensland. the manage­
ment of this journal sent a special ropre­
sentatin. to attend. He travelled right 
through Queensland when the conference 
delegates made a survey .rf our forest posi­
tion. This is how the editor of that pub­
lication sums up the position-

" Of one thing I feel certain-that the 
whole party lea n~s Queensland firmly 
conYinced that for scientific forestry 
management-the Queensland service 
leads Australia." 

I am quite satisfied to conclude on that 
note. I appreciate the fact that I have been 
able to inform the House that this Gm·ern­
ment have done more for the timber indus­
try than any other Government -in Australia. 

Resolution 33 !Forestry) agreed to. 

Resolutions 34 to 36, both inclusive. agreed 
to. 

Resolution 37-" Department of Jfinrs­
Chirf Office "-

Mr. T. L. \VILLIAMS (Port Curtis) [2.59 
p.m.]: As I happened to be ill when the 
mining vote was before the Committee I 
thought I should do well to intimate my 
desire to speak on this resolution and so get 
an opportunity of dealing with the industry. 

Persons interested in mining who read the 
Press this morning will have noted the 
returns for the whole of the Commonwealth 
of gold output. and observed the consider­
able rise that has taken place in the gold 
yield during the past twelve months. It is 
pleasing to note that Queensland has played 
its part in this important matter. As a 
matter of fact, Queensland has made an 
abnormal advance in the production net 
only of gold but of other mine;:als as well. 
In 1936 Queensland produced 121,174 fine 
ounces of gold, valued at £514,717 standard, 
as compared with only 102,990 fine ounces of 
gold, valued at £437,473 standard during 
the previous year. Minerals other than go-ld 
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reali,ed quite a big sum during the year. 
The figures for 1936 for minerals other than 
gold disclose that they re.alised £2,625,373. 
as against £2.050,192 in 1935. The valuB of 
the return to Queensland is considerable, 
and if time permits I shall deal with thf 
Yalue of this industry to the State in other 
directions, principally that of relieYing 
unemployment. 

The direct Yalue of the return to Queens­
land of the mineral production includino­
g'?ld, was £3,149,000 for 19_36, a~ compared 
w1th £2,486,000 m 1935, an mcrease in value 
of approximately £654,000. And this means 
more to Queensland than the merB pounds 
shillings, and pence in which we are apt 
to nH•amre them. Thcv mean increased 
employmen~ . in . almost· every industry, 
because mmmg 1s the mother of most of 
?ur secondary industries. There is a definite 
Impetus to wealth production, and in this 
respect the State and the Minister have 
much of w·hiclt to feel proud. 

\Ye ac; a Go;enme~t have adopted a 
l10lcl and san!l;ume mmmg policy. R-ewlts 
have prov0cl that pohcy to be worth while. 
In fact, twice as many men are now 
employed in the mining industrv as were 
employ0d in it during the vears i931-32 and 
1832-33. The extent' to ";hich this policv 
!la" be_cn the means of relieYing unemploy­
m~nt 1s ample proof that the Gov-ernment 
arc aliYe t · their responsibility of helping 
e ''',ry department. to reheve unemployment 
allC, . stress resultmg therefrom as far as 
ross1ble .. F:ncouragem<:nt is given to pros­
pectors m particular m almost every part 
of the State. The phenomenal increase in 
gold and other mineral production can be 
~ttribnted to a very great. extent to thB 
mcre,ased employment in this industr:v as 
a result of the Government policy. Press 
reports of what the Government have done 
and the way in which the Minister has used 
the funds at his disposal go to show that 
the exp0nditure has been worth while. The 
financral help given to prospectors is one 
of the Government's best activities from 
the point of Yiew of a direct return to the 
State. 

A. number {lf significant con1ments con­
cernmg this improvBment in the industry 
and in connection with the emplovment of 
lnbour have been published from" time to 
tm1e. The " Courier-Mail " stated-

" Prospecting is being encouraged in 
Queensland and that is good policy." 

The Brisbane " Telegraph " of the same 
elate says-

" Generous assistance and encourage­
ment has been given to mining by the 
Qne0nsland Government." 

Mr. J. P. Blaikie-Webster. when chairman of 
l'l1ount Isa LimitBd, had this to say-

" The incr0ase in mining activity 
throughout the whole of Queensland is 
vf great benefit to empkvment and the 
&tate generally. The efforts of the 
Queensland Government to foster the 
mining industry are beino· watched 
overseas with a friendly and apprecia­
tive eye." 

It is always wise to give credit where 
~reclit .is due, and one must give credit to 
the Mm1ster and the Government for their 
activity in this connection. It is pleasing 
to know that the Press in the cit:,· of Bris-

baw•, and perhaps the provincial Pres.;, too­
l 'hall not quote extracts from the provincial 
Press, because that would take too long-are 
satisfied that the Gov0rnment have met their 
obligations in this connection. The Govern­
ment do not claim credit for the increased 
value of gold, but they do-and rightly-take 
some credit for the increased amount pro­
duced and for the extra employnwnt that 
their policy has created. These figures show­
ing the number of men employed in rnetal­
liferom mining are an indication of the 
important bearing that the policy of the 
Governm~:1t has had on the problem of unem­
ployment-

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 

2.594 
4.322 
5.299 
6,047 
6,199 
6,064 
6,371 

In nddition, approximatelY 2,000 men are 
employed in the treatment of ore at smelters 
and various mills. compared with 1,204 in 
193C; and upwards of 2.500 men arc employ<'d 
in coalmines of the State. 

Much has been said, perhaps not oi recent 
times but some time back about the wisdom 
of the Government in helping Mount Isa 
Limited. 'I'he help has been com,iderable, 
but. it h:;s been worth while, and in a report 
issued by the Minister some time ago, he 
said-

" Naturally the activities of such a 
gigantic concern as Mount Ioa over­
shadows all else. There, the immense 
sum of, roughly, £4.000,000 has been 
expended to bring the world's greate"t 
silver-lead field to its present stage of 
production, and when it is realised that 
the lead production of Queensland last 
year was valued at £629,253, as com­
pared with £4,169 for 1930 (the year 
immediately preceding the establishment 
of Mount 'rsa as a producing concern), 
the influence this important enterprise 
will exert on any impending trade revival 
can be visualised. In addition, Mount 
Isa in 1936 produced zinc valued at 
£453,356. whereas no zinc was produced 
in this State in 1930." 

That the succes· is clue in no small measure 
to the administration by the Government is 
prayed by the eulogistic remarks by the late 
Mr. Leslie Urquhart. He was chairman of 
-directors of Mount Isa Limited for a while, 
and he attributes the successful start of that 
company to the helpful attitude of the Labour 
Government that held office prior to 1929. 
Speaking on that subject, ::\fr. Urquhart 
said-

" I should like to take this oppor­
tunity to acknowledge with gratitude the 
constructive and helpful attitude of the 
Queensland Labour Government towards 
::Ylount Isa. The Government realises 
how much the success of the Mount Isa 
enterprise means to the State in helping 
to re-establish the credit of Queensland 
in the eyes of the financial world." 

The help given to the Mount Isa Company 
has been worth while, and the effort of the 
company itself should be appreciated. 

The Department of Mines has successfully 
adopted a bold and sanguine policy right 
through the piece, and has given an impetus 

Mr. T. L. Williams.] 
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to tlw deYclopment of ruining generally and 
to pro,;peetng in particular. The efforts of 
the Government to develop the mining indns­
tn- nmot be apparent to everybody. 

\Y c can claim credit for much of the 
recent development and reviYal that have 
taken place in tho mining industry in Queens. 
land. \l,"e have endeavoured. too. through 
the good ncss of the lYlinister, to help the 
sn1all n1an as much as, if not more than. 
the bigger man. Our chief concern at the 
pro~cnt rnmnent is the encouragernont of 
tho prospector who ie prepared to go out 
and work, not loaf on the job and ju't tab' 
hi, £1 or £2 allowance for a single and 
a lH''fl'iPd rnan rt"'per:tivcly. 

It i, -doubtful if :tny enterprise has fostet"ed 
C!llploy.nent in chc 2'\orth more than the 
SllJPlhng ,,-ork~ at Chillagoe. I have figures 
that wll their own story of thi- under­
takillg, and it might be 'just a• well if I 
nsPd thom. They show the numbPr of pro­
ducers :--applying ore. and the uun1ber of 
producE'~ s SUllPlying Huxcs. They are-

1937. 1936. 1935. 
Ore 626 502 297 
I<' I uxes 20 22 ll 

Totals 646 524 308 
Tlw number of person, directh- and indi­
rectly :tffcc-ted r>:v the operat~ons of the 
Clttllagne :nnelter:-; has increasrd in tht' satne 
Jwriocl L-om appro'Cimately 4.000 to 5,000. 

I wi ·h to p:ty a tribute to the Minister 
hrnt ll~O I know that his heart and :3-oul arc 
in hi' job. Of course. WC' expect him to 
l.un·o them there. He has been succo5'fullv 
en trying- out the duties of his importarit 
office in snccc·ssion to the late :\lr. Stopford. 
1-Ie has been, and always will be the cham­
pion of the miner, whether he b~ a humble 
pn"poctor. or the big man connected with 
Lhe lng llllning concern. On his elevation to 
office tho '' Courier-::\fail " ha.d this to sav 
of lum- · 

" He has the adYantage of having had 
practical experience. and in the Mines 
Department it is unquestionablv an asset 
to have l1 political chief with experience 
of mines and minerals. H" will brino­
to his work that fresh and vigorous ouf­
look and may be depended on to lea \"On 
his administration with tact and judg­
ment." 

So far the predictions d that article ha.vo 
proved to be conect. 

T'ho interest of the Minister in minir}O" is 
shown conclusively by the exhibit that ~'·as 
anang-f>d by his department at the la,t Bris­
hane Exhibition. lt was not onlv an exhibit 
from the department but a me lium of educa­
tiOn. also. Some time ago the .Minister 
reccrved a letter of appreciation from the 
Secretary of the Department of ::\fines in 
Vrctorra. It is worth reading-

" Mines Department, .Melbourne, 2nd 
October, 1937. 

" Your 'Queensland Government 
.Mining Journal' for September, 1837, 
contains, as usual, nnwh excellent matter 
including a very fine account (with photo: 
graphs) of the .Mines Court at the Bris­
bane "Exhibition. I shall be obliged if 
yon r .m kindly arrange for three addi­
tiomll copic, to be forwarded addressed" 
to me, marked 'personal.' May ( take 
'his opportunity of complimenting you 

Jlr. T. L. WiUiams. 

upon the general excellence of this 
journal. which is circulated regularly to 
the oflicers of this department. Yours, 
etc., G. J3rown, Secretary." 

That goes to show that the :Y1inistcr. by 
taking a, personal interest in an educational 
displa.;: of that chararter, is carrying out his 
duties as expected of him. It also shows that 
h'l has bf'gun his administrati,-e work on 
the right track, because he has succcssfullv 
grappled with the problems associated with 
his department. 

I am very plc:t•·ed that the " Queensland 
Governn1ent l\Iining Journal " n~"eives such 
recognition, although I am afraid it is not 
read as closelv as it should be. I do not 
wish to say ar]ything unpleasant, but in this 
building one often secs a numlwr in the 
waste papE'l' Lasket or discarded on the 
floor or on a table. If hon. members were 
to scan its pages d1ey would be seized of the 
great \YOrk that is being done by the .Minis­
ter. the C nder Secretary, and the various 
officers of the dcpertment, and they \YOtdd 
beconw more acquainted with the depal't­
nwnt than, unfortunately. is the case to-day. 

I am g1acl an a0rial survey was rondurtPd; 
and in this respect we have to thank the 
Commonwealth GovernmPnt for its contri­
bution of £75.000. Hon. members are no 
doubt a\Yare that Queensland and V\T e'tern 
Australia contributed un equal amount. and 
that a t.otal of £150.0CO thus was used for 
this purpose. 

I dealt \Yith emp1oy'mcnt a.s it related to 
mining- and prospPcting generally. The 
Government. did prornis0 to reduce unen1-
ployment and they have carried out that 
promi,e in cyery po'5ible way through every 
depa.rtment; and as I slated a while ago 
the Department of Mines fulfilled its obliga­
tions in that respect. 

Speaking at the last annual meeting of the 
Mount I>a ::Y1ines Limited, the then chair­
man of the co'Ilpany, ::\1r. Blaikie-\Vebster, 
said-

" The con1pan::- is experiencing a 
shortag-e of skrlled labour, and while the 
manag-ement continues the work of 
training miners it is unfortunately unable 
to meet the shortage of skilled men for 
other work. \Vith the increasing employ­
ment now so marked in Queensland, this 
shortage is becoming more accentuate·d." 

Mr. \Yebter there referred to the employ­
ment that is taking place as a result of the 
mining policy of the Government. 

I think I can be pardoned for making 
reference to mv electorate because there is 
a great di Yersit~- of employment in that area. 
Cotton growing, general farming, grazing, 
and to a considerable extent mining activi­
ties are carried on. The department has 
shown a great interest in helping the mining 
fields in operation and in granting aid to 
revive some of the fields that have been 
regarded as dead for some years past. In 
mv area the chief centres in which mining 
i-; carried on include Eidsvold. Monto, Monal, 
and Calliope, in the vicinity of Gladstone . 
I have a personal knowledge of most of 
these fields and the men engaged there. I 
can speak feelingly ancl with gratitude of 
the Minister's kindly interest in these fields 
and those who are endeavouring to obtain 
the gold that has so far eluded them. The 
department does not grant aid haphazardly, 
but whenever a good case is placed before it 
in regard to a mining show or a prospector 
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it has not refused assistance. The depart­
mcnt has come to the help of mining fields 
in my electorate and other electorates to 
the extent of purchasing machinery and 
building access roads. Practical sympathy 
has been shown. There are on an average 
107 men engaged in prospecting in my elec­
torate and the amount thev recovered in 
various localities represents twice the value 
of the amount made available in the way 
of assistance for prospecting purpooes. 

Of course, it does not follow that each 
prospector finds his share of gold. Gold­
mining is a gamble, and only those who are 
prepared to do the job properly and hunt 
for the elusive metal will be encouraged not 
only by myself, but by the Minister and 
the department. 

It is worthy of note that the Gladstone­
Eidsvold and Cracow fields produced gold 
and minerals last financial year of a value 
exceeding £250,000. For a district that is 
not regar<led as a mining area that is indeed 
something worth while. Probably I should 
not touch upon Cracow, as it is in the elec­
torate of the Minister, but there has been 
development there and a model township has 
arisen in the bush. This development of 
mining at Cracow is due to the Minister and 
his predecessor, the late Hon. J. Stopford, 
and the mining policy of the Queensland 
Labour Government. 

The Secretary for Mines has travelled 
over a large part o£ the State, and it is 
pleasing to note that a Minister of the 
Crown displays such interest in his work. 
All Ministers do. By travel they become 
not only au fait with the position generally 
as regards their own department, but meet 
those who are conqerned in the industry. 
The Department of Mines is fortunate in 
having as its administrator a man with the 
ability and knowledge of mining possessed 
by the hon. gentleman. 

As an illustration of the practical aid 
rendered to prospectors and to mining acti· 
vities generally I can point to what has 
been done in my own electorate, which 
includes the mining warden's district of 
Eidsvold and Gladstone (including Monto, 
Monal, Calliope, and other mining centres). 
For the financial year 1936-37 the figures are 
as follows :-

£ 
Repairs, Glassford Creek to Lady Inez 

road 100 
Repairs Calliope to Tableland road 125 

£225 
Prospecting assistance-

£ s. d. 
Gladstone 3,074 10 0 to 94 men 
Eidsvold . . . 166 13 4 to 13 men 

£3,241 3 4 107 men 
Subsidies for development work and pur­

chase of ma.chinery, etc.-

Gladstone 
Eidsvold 

£ s. d. 
364 5 9 
266 5 0 

£630 10 9 
In addition, many important gold . or 

mineral discoveries have been made durmg 
the last few vears in this territory. With 
the provision of liberal prospecting aid there 
has been mu(•h mining activity. and as a 
result several rich pockets of al!uvial gold 
were discovered at Cornwall's Paddock. 

Production figures of the field for the ycnr 
1936 were well maintained, as the following 
figures show:-

Gladstone 
Eidsvold 
Craco\v 

Total 

Gross value 

Gold. 

Fine oz. 
654 

98 
30,513 

31,265 

J ,-alue in I 
l Australian 

Curre!lcy. 

£ 
5,622 

858 
266,989 

273,469 

Other 
Minerals. 

£ 
3,793 

86 
640 

4,410 

£277.888. 
The,e figures indicate that the aid granted 
has been worth while. I hav<' tLiready 
expressed my appreciation to the late Hon. 
James Stopford. and now take tlns oppor­
tuni tv of thanking the present Secretary 
for ::\IiHes for the continuance of tbat assist­
ance. I hope he will continue to grant it, 
not to throw money away, but to make it 
available to deserving men aftu careful 
inve--tigation. The officials do right to go 
ver:\ carefully into the claims made upon 
the department. 

I thank the Minister, his Under Secretary, 
an cl the officers of his department for render­
ing- assistance not merely to me, but thr'?u~h­
out the State in the revival of the mmmg 
industry. 

::\lr. WELLINGTON (Charters Towers) 
[3.25 p.m.]: The Mount Isa mine and treat­
ment plant are situated in the electorate 9f 
the Attorney-General, and I feel that he IS 
quite capable of looking a:fter. all mat~ers 
that concern them. The mme IS recogmsed 
throughout the mining world as one of the 
greatest organisations in existence. State­
ments made in the prospectus Issued by the 
Mount Is-a Company to investors in Aus­
tralia and Great Britain have been realised. 
The company was not responsible for the 
fall in the price of silver-lead. But for the 
operations of Mount Isa people m Western 
Queensland would have been m a deplor~ble 
position during the late drought periOd. 
The Railway Department would not have 
been able to send stock and fodder out to 
necec.sitious farmers at reduced rates. 

The Mount Isa Company, together with 
other hug€: mining companies in Queensla1;d, 
have adhered to the awards of the Industnal 
Court. Although there is a little disease 
connected with mining operations at Mount 
Isa-I refer particularly to plumbism-the 
]aboratorv at the mines is doing much useful 
work. It is generally recognised by the 
medical profession that few men come away 
from Mount Isa still suffering from 
plumbism. 

The Trekelano mine, near Cloncurry. has 
received many concessions from the Railway 
Department. As a matter of fact, I spoke 
to the Minister some time ago as to the 
desirability of seeing that the Trekelano mine 
received concessions from the Railway 
Department. 

Rich concentrates from Charters Towers 
are used as a flux at the Chillagoe works. 
Chillagoe to-day under its new management 
i~ a paying concern. The Char~ers. 'rowN's 
district and the Ravenswood district have 
been forwarding to Chillagoe rich concen­
trated ores and this has been the means of 
reducing the cost of smelting at Chillago!'l; 
I think the Minister should recogmse this 
fact. 

Jfr. Wellington.] 
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In the Ravenswood area there are rich 
gold and silver deposits, but the owners of 
these concerns have to pay mileage rates for 
transport by motor truck from. RaYel:swood 
to Ravenswood J unctwn. and th1s cost lS verv 
hPavy. The Rai!wJ.y Department, as well a's 
the Chillago0 smelters, would rcc:e1ve bene­
fib from this ore, but the people concerned 
cannot afford to produce the ore and pay the 
heavy costs attaching to its transport to 
Cbiliagoe. If a concession in the neighbour­
hood of 12s. a ton was granted to the miners 
in Havenswoocl it would enable them to 
make a succe,s of their ventures. 

1 understand a very favourable report was 
:received in connection with Ravenswood 
clumpo, and the Government are giving ccm­
sideration to it. A number of parcels of th1s 
mat.Prial were forwarded to the mill in 
Charte~·s Towers and the inspector of mines 
supervised the crushing. I am pleased to be 
able to say that the returns are most satis­
factory. 

J\1r. J udgC', representing the Eureka mines, 
is nming to Brisbane on about the 26th 
of r,hls n1onth to enter int0 ncgotiationc'l with 
the Minister in regard to the di,mantling 
and erection of a new mill outside Ravens­
wood. This will be of great <Convenience 
to the public. Their ores will be crnshed 
and treated at this mill at the same rates 
as those charged by the Venus mill in 

1Charters Towers. Its erertion \rill InPan not 
only increased f"llployment in the dish·icL, 
but it will tone! to reduce the loss suff<?red 
by the prospectors in having to pay the cosl 
of transporting their ores to Charters Towers 
for crushing. 

·while at Charters Towers receatlv thC' 
lVfini~tc'r received a deputation concE-rning 
:Mount Leyshon. a 3-dwt. proposition. In 
:Mount Morgan it is proposed to work a 2-
dwt. proposition. With tll'e present prwe 
of gold Mount Leyshon would be a 100 per 
cent. success. The Minister has been good 
-enough to sav that if any person desirc>s 
to take up Mount Ley;,hon he will be pre­
parced to subsidise the undertaking on a £1 
for £1 basis to the extent of £1.000. \Vhen 
I return to Charters Towers I intend sug­
gesting to the business people of the town 
that they form a syndicate, that. sa~·. fiftv 
of them contribute £20 each. That sum. 
together with a wbsidv of £1.000 from the 
Gov()rnment, should go' a long way towards 
makmg development of J\1ount Leyshon a 
success. I am confident that the Govern· 
meut will be well repaid for every penny 
they invest in it. 

Another mine to which I wish to refer is a 
gold and silver working in the electorate 
of the hon. member for Kennedv. Thero 
the prospectors. after paying for' the cost 
of transporting their ore by rail to Chil­
lagoe and for treatment at that p]a,.e, rPc('ive 
no r0turn. I had a conver:sation with tho 
Minister concerning the matter and he under. 
stands the position thoroughlv. H" is very 
favourable to giving some m'eacur'' of help 
to those men. 

The Leader of the Opposition the other 
day mention0d the "Queensland Government 
Mining Journal." No man can be "XPf'Ctnd 
to memorise the whole of the infn,matiou 
contained in that publication. Miners have 
come to me seeking information on certain 
matters contained in the journal, and I have 
told them that copies may be had at the 
Department of Mines. During the last twelve 

! ,lfr. lY elbington. 

or eighteen tnonth3 a great i1nproven1cnt 
can be noticed in this journal. 

The present Secretary for Mines ha" 
appointed geologists and inspectors, but I 
believe that more inspectors should be 
appointed, not merely for the purpose of 
making inspections, but for the purpose of 
educating the men engaged in the industry 
as to the intricacies of minmg. There IS 

a shortage of experienced miners in Charters 
Towers, and the people therc are thmkmg 
of asking those miners who went to :Mount 
Isa from- Charters Towers to return to thelr 
district. New men have to be educated. 

Thousands of pounds are spent in sending 
men overseas for the purpose of obtaining 
information in connection with the sugar and 
wool industries. \Vhv should not the Govern­
ment allow inspectors or geologists to tonr 
not onlv Queensland but the other States 
of the Commonwealth also in search of th" 
latest infonnation concerning the Inining 
industry? 

y\:' 0 should s0nd OUr ('Xperts to the other 
countries of the worlcl too. The hon. 
member for Cooroora suggested that we 
should send them to South Africa, to 
Brazil, and to other countries. The Depart­
ment of Agriculture and Stock has deemed 
it advioaLle to scncl its experts to other 
countries to gain wider knowledge in the 
intc·rc-.ts of agriculture. \Vhy not send 
some of our best mining men abroad to 
g,ain krnwledgc in the intcnests of the 
n1ining industry? 

Th-e School of Mines at Charters Towers 
has turned ont come brilliant men. Mr. 
Len. Grant and eleven others, pr~ducts of 
the Charters Towers School of Mmes, are 
now employed in the Newcastle steel and 
iron w01;ks. Queensland is capable of edu· 
eating mining men who arc capable of 
taking their places in the mining wo_rld 

'outside Australia. Let us be up and domg 
on l)ehalf d our o·,vn promising brilliant 
n1en. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
T. A. Foley, X ormanby) [3.36 p.m.]: It is 
very encouraging to me and my department 
to hear the remarks of hon. members on 
the important subject of aid to th,; mining 
industry. 

It is very difficult indeed to add much to 
the spe·ech bv the hon. member for Port 
Cm·tis. He surveyed a very wide field deal­
ing with the assista nee t} the mining 
industry, not only in his own district, but 
throughout the State Ho struck a very 
important note when hG suggested that the 
department should continue to help pros­
pectors, syndicates, and others to drvelop 
not only likely new shows but also man:y: 
of the old shows that were abandoned 
because of low valuel3. The department has 
followed such a policy for a number of 
years, and latterly the amount spent on this 
object has qcen considerably increased. At 
the present time sevoral thousand pros­
pectors are being helped at the rate of £2 
a week for married men and £1 a week 
for single men. The dcp<trtmcnt has also 
helped them to get fracteur where shoot­
ing is neceesary and also with, steel and o_ther 
tools to enable them to contmue operacwns. 
As a result of that policy quite a number of 
mines of some importance have been 
developed in various parts of the State. 

For example, quite a number of miners 
have l:)een engaged for a considerable time 
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in the Micloro dietrict, approximately 23 
miles from C'lermont, and although all of 
them may not have been successful many 
of them have been able to locate new leads 
Dn what. was believed to be a worked-out 
and abandoned field. For many yc:trs it 
has been thought that there were no more 
new ~eads on the old Miclere diggings, but 
the aid given by the dcpa1 tment has induced 
men of thD adventurous type to search 
again for a rich strike and by sinking, in 
a number of instance, to a depth of 160 
to 200 feet, thev havD been successful in 
locating some w'ry nice alluvial leads that 
prm-ide work for quite a big body of 
n1en at v0ry remunerative rates. 

have in mind some men I worked 
with before I entered Parliament. 'I'hey 
ap;Hoarhed me with a vie" to getting finan­
cial assisaneo from the Government to explore 
the Miclere diggings. Many of those pros­
pectors were not in the position to even meet 
the registration fee of the old motor truck 
they had. As a result of representations I 
made and the little aid granted bv the 
department. I have known quite a number of 
these men to earn eventuallv from £15 to 
£40 a week for a very long" perio.d because 
they struck rich leads. 

I\o matter what part of the State you 
examine, similar results will be found .. Take 
Charters Towers, for example. Quite an 
encouraging strike has been made at Lol­
worth. That field was discovered by a pros­
pector who was ·working vvith a~sistance from 
the department. It has now developed to a 
point when large capital is interesting itse:f 
in its possibilities. I believe we shall find a 
great amount of development with a con­
siderable amount of employment to men 
following the occupation of mining in that 
-district. 

i'vlr. GODFREY 1YIORGAX: Do these men ever 
repay the advances?' 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:;\l"ES: We do 
not ask them to. 

Mr. G'ODFREY M ORGAN : Not after thev do 
well" , 

The SECRETARY FOR NII~ES: No. 
'They are not asked to refund ls. of the 
advance made. The advance is definitely a 
·contribution or help to encourage the pros­
pector to open up and develop mining fields. 
If it were not for this aid this development 
would not take place. 'Where assistance is 
given to develop a mine by sinking or driving 
the department enters into an agreement 
with the leaseholder to repay the advance 
at the rate of 1() per cent. of the proceeds 
won. The advance made to the ordinary 
prospector is simply in the nature of help 
;to enable him to start work. If he is lucky 
in striking a rich patch no demand is made 
on him for a refund of the advance. There 
have been one or two cases where miners 
have voluntarily refunded the assistance 
advanced. 

Mr. I\DIMO: Taking the matter as a whole, 
has it been profitable to the State to make 
the advances? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: Yes, 
absolutely. If the hon. member reads the 
report of the rnder Secretary to the Depart­
ment of :\lines he will find that the gold pro­
duction on everv field has far exceeded the 
amount aclvanr.:d to miners. 

Cracow is another illustration. Before the 
&:'ush took place at Cracow the men prospect-

ing in that area were aided by the depart­
ment. That discoverv resulted in a big 
rush, and the depart,;}ent derived consider­
able revenue from the applications for leases. 
Later, with the aid of outside capital, one 
mine there the Golden Plateau, was devel­
oped. \Ye ;,ow have a population of approxi­
mately 800 to 1,000 people at Cracow, 
mainly dependent on t.he Golden Plateau 
mine. There are a number of other encour­
aging· mines at Cracow that have not reached 
the same state of development as the Golden 
Plateau, but as time goes on one or two 
others may be developed. 

The same applies to Herberton. Through­
out the Herberton, Irvinebank, and Mount 
Garnet district the same measure of pros­
pectmg assistance or subsidy to carry out 
developmental work is given. All miners 
know there is a chance of gaining something 
from every mine that has been known or 
worked in the past, and as a result of their 
activitie, our mineral production from that 
area ha.s been very considerably increased. 
J\Iany of the,;e mines may prove of great 
importance, such as the Canberra, where 
£10,000 or £15,000 worth of ore was taken 
cut over a short period. It was once the 
same PS the hundred and one propositions 
in that district that arc now being worked 
bv c.nall parties of miners and individual 
p'rospcctors. In that area tin has a ten­
dencY to cut out, owing to the g-eological 
structure. In manv of these shows the miners 
have followed th~ lode for some distance 
and it has disappeared. As a result of 
much experience in that district the miners 
are familiar ,vith the g<'ology of the area, 
and when a lode disappears they continue 
their operations because they know it will 
develop at some other point, but of course 
it takes a good deal of prospecting to locate 
it again. 

Another example of the value of aid to 
mining is to be found in the Sarina dis­
trict, where there is a mine known as the 
Grasstree within a few miles of Sarina. This 
mine was worked awav back in 1896. Quite 
a little township existed-hotel, stores, and 
a fair population. :\1uch of the exposE>d part 
of that big lode was worked away back in 
that time, hut eventually through treatment 
troubles the mine was abandoned. One man 
in that district who was acquainted with the 
work that was clone at that time was suc­
cessful in inducing a number of friends in 
the Mackay and Sarina districts to interest 
themselves in the matter, and, aided by the 
Department of Mines, reopened the mine, 
and in one of the tunnels that was in fairly 
good condition they sank a winze 80 ~eet in to 
what is known as the sulph1cle sectiOn that 
had never been tapped previously. 'I'he~· 
were lucky to open up 60 to 80 feet of 2~-oz. 
mineral ore with Yerv little expense. Every 
parcel they have sent to Chillagoe from that 
time up to elate has realised 2~ oz. or over, 
and they have repaid the amount advanced 
by the department and extended their opera­
tions, and whereas at first they employed 
three or four men they are now employing 
in the vicinitv of eight, and operations are 
expanding. Recently they cstabhshed an 
assav office on the mine that will enable 
then; to make assays on the spot so that 
they will know exactly the value of the 
parcels of ore that they will '.end a way. 
Owing- to the nature and the size of that 
deposit there is a possibility of its developing 
into a really good mine that will employ a 
considerable number of miners and also aJd 

Hon. T. A. FolLy.] 
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considerably to the gold production of this 
State. A face about 15 feet wide and 
18 feet high-the stone going 2~ oz. or over to 
the ton, as was proved by parcels alre":dy 
sent to the Chi!lagoe smelter-was bemg 
worked during my visit, and about £3,000 was 
realised on ore already won. Immediately 
it was opened up, a ce~·tain a.1nount of ote 
"·as proved, and what w1ll happen there will 
be that either new capital will take over and 
Yrork tDo mine on a n1uch bigger scale or 
the present owners will establish treatment 
works there and themselves develop the mine. 
In either case the result will be an increase 
in the number of men employed in that 
district. 

\Yhen a small svndicatc makes application 
for help it ic rctu'rncd to the mining inspt·~­
tor of the district for report. As soon as 
po'5ible this o!Ecial visits the site and reports 
unon it. ThPsc n1en are expcncnccd, and 
if thev can visualise a possibilitv that the 
assistance rendered will ·develop ·something 
worth while thev make a recommendation to 
that effect, either on a footage basis or 
for mining .machinery,. as the case m,ay be. 
The money 1s made a,vmlable by the :iYhmster. 

The hon. member for Charters Towers 
drew attention to the nece;;,itv for the tra.in­
ing cf youths in the mining industry. As 
he has pointed out, quite a number of years 
have pa:;;~ed sine(' therr, was any revival in 
mining, and during ihat time few or no 
opportnnities have been afforded to our 
)'Otmg men to engage in that industry and 
learn something of mining practicP, breaking 
ores, timbering, and other processes in mining. 
Some time ago the Commonwealth Govern­
ment intimated to the various State.' that 
a sum of money was available to assist in 
the training of youths, and although on two 
occa,sions the Ministers of the various States 
were sent to assemble in conference the 
meeting was a·djourned. Up to the present 
nothing definite has resulted from the Com­
monwealth proposal. Through the Govern­
ment, I have submitted a proposal that 
would mean the expenditure of a compara­
tively small sum of money only. Men should 
be appointed to visit the mining districts and 
give lectures on mining to youths and others 
interested. Very valuable information would 
be spread among the mining districts, and 
this would be of inestimable value to the 
young men and miners. Time will tell 
whether we shall be able to .rJo anything in 
that direction. If the mining revival eon. 
tinues it may be that a way will be foun-d 
to establish schools of mines, perhaps not of 
the standard to which they attained years 
ago, but at least of such a sort that they 
would help in the training of men to carry 
on the mining industry. 

The hon. member also brought under 
notice the verv encouraging result from a 
trial crushing from the Ravenswood district. 
There are some enterprising n1en there; 
among them is Mr. James Judge. He has 
gone so far aB to arrange with my depart­
ment for a trial crushing at the Venus mill 
in Charters Towers. From the various 
mullock dumps in that area it has been 
ascertained that 114.000 tons of ore are 
available for treatment. That estimate has 
been arrived at as a result of crushings 
from 160 points in the dumpB. If that is 
the case the establishment of the necessary 
treatment plant in that locality is justi­
fied. It would na,turally lead to the· develop­
ment of many other mines which at the 
vresent time have to forward their ore to 

,\Hon. T. A. Foley. 

Chillagce or Charters Towers, and high 
transport costs mean that the value of the 
nre won has to be very high to make that 
"ourse pavablc. vVith treatment on the spot 
a very m~1ch lower grade orB can b<> mined, 
with fair remuneration for the men carrymg 
out the work. 

There is another important proposal in 
the Charters Towers district. As I have 
pointed out, the policy of the ·department is 
to subsi-dise or assist by way of subsidy. In 
other words, we contribute on a £1 for £1 
basis, or son1etin1es more and ::.;ometin1es 
less, if an indiYidual owner, syndiC'ate, or 
n1iner will cmnribute on a similar basis in 
la bonr er capital. On my recent visit to 
Charters Tc wers a proposal was submitted 
to me by rcpre,entativrs of various bodies 
that \\ e cany out dDvelopmental work to 
ascertain whether a certain value exists at 
1\Ionnt Leyslwn, which would encourage 
oubide ca]Jital to work the mine on a big 
scale. The proposal as submitted to me \Vas 
not iu keeping with the policy followed by 
mv department. V\' e expect, at least, some· 
co.ntribution from those who are interested 
and if that is forthcoming we \Yil! do our 
part. I w·ent so far in this matter as to 
have a report made upon thD propos,al by 
the inspector of mines at Ch.arters Towers. 
A ver:- careful investigation wa, made by 
this officer. He pointed out if the request 
was to be approved he would recommend 
that developmental work be done in a ce~·· 
tain area in that mountain. Tlw cost of th1s 
work wcuJd a,mount to approximately 
£2.200. I pointed out to the ban. member 
for Cha,rters Towers-no doubt the old 
mining spirit still prevails in that town­
that if there was enough interest in Chart.ers 
Towers to raise £1,000 to enable this mme 
to be fullv tested out bv developmentai 
wcrk, my depa,rtmt~nt wouid contribute it& 
quota on a, £1 for £1 basis. That offer has 
been extended to other districts in Queens­
land. If intert~st still lives in Charter& 
Towers there are enormous deposits of ore· 
a1·eraging from 2~ to 3 dwts. that have been 
w. rked in the past under conditions different 
from those of the present time. 

At 4 p.m., 
The CHAIR1IA~ OF CoMMITTEES (::\fr. Hanson,. 

Bumnrla) relieved Mr. Speaker in the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR :WINES: Even 
then they were on! v about 2s. short of makinp:· 
the undertaking ~ payable concern. Wit!r 
the pre,ent price of gold and by the ~pph­
cation of improved methods of workmg I 
honestly believe that a, subscription by the 
business men of Charters Towers to the­
extent of £1.000, to be subsidised by the· 
Department of Mine·, on a £1 for £1 basis, 
would be ample to prove the value of the 
lode. A larger company could then be 
formed to work the mine. At Mount 
Morgan. as a result of the application of that 
highly c!Ecient method of extraction know!" 
as the flotation proce.'s, a 2~ dwt. proposi­
tion is being worked successfully. At Mou~1t 
Leyshon we have a proposition almost as b1g 
as Mount i\Iorga,n and of approximately the· 
value of 2~ dwt., possibly more, and all that 
remains to be done is a little developmental 
work to establish that it can be worked 
successfullv. I am confident it can. 

I assnre, hon .. members that I am prepared, 
a,, far as the funds at my disposal will allow,. 
to help any genuine mining prospector or· 
syndicate who are prospecting for gold OI" 
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·other mi1wrah in this State. Small svndi­
"'ates desiring to .carry out further dev-elop­
ment work, in addition to the usual aid, will 
'be helped to equip their mines with more 
up-te-date plant, machinery, and other 
facilities that mav be neede-d to carrv on 
·mining operationo, succeesfully under modern 
~C'onditions. 

Resolution 37 (Department of Mines~Chief 
c()ffice) agreed to. 

Rewlutions 38 and 39 agreed to. 
Resolution 40~" State Jlininu Opera­

tions''-

Mr. RIORDAK (Bon·en) [4.3 p.nL): During 
ihe debate on the Estimates for the Depart­
ment of Mines the hon. member for Isis 
said that the Bowen State coalmine had 
,;;ho•"!l a loss on last year's operatiom. The 
loss last year was £1.339, but that "·as offset 
by the payment of intNest and roy,dtics 
·amounting to oyer £10,000. When one takes 
'into consideration the fact that approxi­
mately 300 men are employed in thi .. minP 
·and that the wages paid to those men Ja .. t 
year amounted to approximately £95.000. 
<one C'an realise \Yhat a gigantic undertakin~ 
this is. State undertakings should not be 

·conducted for the purpose of making huge 
profits. Their objective should be thP 
-development of the State and helping the 
various induf.trie'' that may need their pro­
ducts. 

Better conditions f.hould be provided fm· 
tlw men employed in State undertakings. 
I know that thl' men employed in the State 
coalmine at Bowen are working under 
reasonable conditions, but those condition.· 
could be improved. Certain mining men 
-will achieve no good purpose by ~riticisinD; 
this State undertaking because it doe's not 
happen to be making a profit. I was verv 
11leased to hear the :\1inistcr say tha't 
although they were expected to clear 
,expenses, the primary aim was to develop 
thG mine and give reasonable industrial con­
·ditions to the workmen. That should be the 
•object of every State undertaking. I do 
not say that it should not make profits at 
all, but the primary aim should be to 
-develop the country and to give proJwr 
industrial conditions to the men in the 
industry. 

The Bowen State coal mme supplies coal 
-to Mount Isa and to the Bowen coke ovens, 
which, last year, for the first time, showed a 
profit of £779. The coke ovens produce 
'22.000 tons of coke annually, most of which is 
supplied to Mount Isa. but the coal is drawn 
from the Bowen coal field. The coke ovens 
employ sixteen to seventeen men at a total 
annual wages cost of £4.416. I regret that 
the industrial conditions there cannot he 
regarded as good. The men have already 
asked the Minister to improve them. and I 
believe that they now intend to submit an 
application to the Industrial CJourt. On a 
pn•vious oecasion. when work was rather 
,Jack, because Mount Isa did not take 
all the coke that it had agreed to take, the 
men refrained from asking the Government 
to improve their bad conditions or from 
making an application to the court because 
they did not want to embarrass the depart­
ment. 

RPcently the State coke ovens received a 
-trial order for coke from Noumea and sorne 
thousands of tons have been shipped. It is 
ihoped that this will be the forerunner of 

an export trade in coke. At the present 
time all the ovens are in operation, whereas 
prior to the order from Noumea and orders 
for additional supplies from Mount Isa and 
Chillagoe, come of them were not. This 
undertaking cost £50,000. 

I should like the Minister to investigate 
the economic possibilities of producing 
by-products from coke. I understand that 
in other countries, such as Great Britain, one 
of the most profitable branches of the indus­
try is the product.io,n of by-products. 

I should also like the Minister to consider 
the advisableness of bu:c ing the Scottville 
mine, which is only about 3 or 4 miles away 
from the Collinsville mine. Each has its own 
office staff and each has to pay its overhead 
costs. but it has been definitely proved in 
England, and especially in \Vales, that if 
mines are allowed to operate as single units 
thev eventuallv becmne uneconmnic. One of 
the. drawbacks-in the future will be the separ­
aio ownership of the Scottville and Collins­
ville coalmines. and the duplicated O\'erhead 
expenses associated with their q~anagement. 
:\1y friend, the hon. member for Charters 
Towers, has reminded me 0f this fact. Even­
tually. something will have to be done by 
the State to acquire the proprietary interest 
of the Scothille mine and thereby reduce 
these overhead expenses. I do not, know 
whether the department has im;estig-ated the 
possibility of taking over the Scottville mine 
and working it in conjunction with the 
Col!imvi!le State mine. 

Statistics show that the Bowen coalfield is 
fast becoming the principal coalmining area 
of the State. Last year it produced one­
fourth of the total quantity of coal mined 
in the State. or 250,000 tons. Each year the 
production is becoming greater. It would 
he advisable for the State to investigate the 
desirability of taking over the Scottville 
coalmine so that it might become an asset 
to the State in the future. 

Mr. WELLIKGTON (Charter.~ 'Powers) 
[4.11 p.m.]: I desire to support the request 
made bv the hon. member for Bowen that an 
invetctigation be carried out with a view to 
the State's taking over the Scottville pro­
prietary coalmine. Gollinsville is just beyond 
the boundarv of my electorate. Here we havA 
the spectacle of a State coalmine and a 
proprietary ~oalmine within a few miles of 
Pach other. worked independently, and hav­
ing separate managements. The Scottville 
coalmine was formerly called the Bowen coal­
mine. I had a few shares in this mine, and 
latterlv it has declared a dividend. It is 
not Aconomical that we should have these 
two mines almost alongside one another work­
ing under different managements and with 
separate staffs. This adds to the cost of 
production. The Scottville company is pay­
ing interest to the Government on the cost 
of the si cling that has been constructed to 
the collierv. In the interests of the coal­
mining industry in that district I hope that 
the Govornq~ent will carefully consider the 
suggestion made by the hon. member for 
Bow en. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
T. A. Foley, Norman by) [4.1? p.rn.): A very 
interesting point has been ra1sed by the hon. 
members for Bowen and Charters Towers. 
I do not know of any proposal for the 
Government to acquire the Scottville coal­
mine or whether the Government have ever 
discu'ssed such a matter. However, the point 
raised by both hon. members is sound. It 

Hon. T. A. Foley.] 
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is economically wrong that two mines in one 
district should be operating in opposition to 
one another each bearing considerable over­
head expenditure and capital, whereas one 
mine well developed could handle all the 
{rade of the district_ It is a matter worth 
investigating, but I cannot give hon. mem­
bers any encouragement for a belief that 
the Government arc prepared to consider 
such a proposal. One mine commands 
almost the whole trade of the district, while 
the other struggles along with heavy. over­
head expenditure and is only obtainmg a 
Rmall number of orders and is only able to 
give its miners one or t\vo days a wcelc 
It is definitely uneconomic to the State, and 
it would be an advantage to the State 1f 
effect could be given to the suggestion. 

The subject of coke by-products has been 
inn·stigatcd. A treatment plant would 
im·olvc a large amount of capital. Ono of 
the chief difficulties is that by-products are 
being obtained from coke manufactured in 
other parts of tbe Commonwealth, and only 
a limited market exists in Australia for 
them. The fact that high capital expendi­
ture is invoh-ed, combined with the limited 
market, prevents any scheme fr~nn being put 
mto operatwn at the pre"ent t1me. 

I think we have rP-ason to be proud of 
the operations at the Bowen State coalmine 
up to date. During last financial year 
£93,743 was distributed in wages and 
salaries from that mine, and the amount 
expQndcd on etores was £2,903, and tbe 
suppliers cf timber to the mine received 
£2,004. The expenditure directly and 
indirectly in wages amounted to £104,137. 
The losses are mainlv attributable to the 
fact that we supply 'coal from the State 
coalmine at concession rates to enal;Jle cer­
tain industries to be carried on; in other 
words we pay the miners the award rates 
for th'e production of coal and to help other 
industriE's we give certain concessions. The 
charge to the State coke works is not the 
ruling charge for coal. A rate of 10s. a ton 
is charged for the slack, which is used to 
produce the coke. As a result Df these 
concessions Mount Isa l\'l:ines employ an 
army of workmen, not only in the mine 
itself, but indirectly also, and men in other 
occupations are kept working. I sincerely 
hope, as a -result Df the much morP friendly 
spirit that exists between the management 
and the miners at Bowen, where what is 
termed as the darg is in operation, as time 
goes on there will be a compromise between 
the management and the miners whereby 
production will be carried out consistently 
throughout the whole year. 

I raised this point with the miners, and 
they pointed out that one of the difficulties 
is the distribution of skips and the:;· do not 
want any darg to operate; but while there 
is a faulty distribution of skips to the 
miners throughout the mine, naturally 
their idea is to bring the management into 
line so that they may get a more even 
distribution and ·continuity of production. 
Since my visit I have arranged with the 
management to keep more in touch with the 
committee on this question, which is a very 
important one to the successful running 
of the State coalmine, and the results will 
be olo~,er co-operation with the miners. If 
the management finds itself faoeu with 
obstacles that cannot be overcome, by laying 
its cards on the table before the committee, 
the committee in their wisdom will con-
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sider whether the darg will l;Je applied to 
restrict production. 

That is one D,f the most important things 
in the working of the mine. If we could 
get a continuous output from each pair of 
men from that mine over the next twelve 
months to supply the m·dcrs that are 
forthcoming-and, according to the inquiries 
we have had, orders will probably be 
received from other parts of the world­
I am confident that next financial year we 
shall be able to balance the ledger. I 
sincerely hope we shall reach the point 
where we shall be showincr a profit and that 
the Govemment will CCI~sider the making 
of concessions to the men who helped to 
produce those profits. There is no desi1~e 
on the part of the Government to explo1t 
the workers in that industry-! make that 
clear in this public statement. If "e can 
get their co-operation I feel sure that the· 
Government will recognise it and as we 
reach the point at which we can balance 
the ledger, and there is anything over, it 
will then he time to talk of concessions to­
miners that will make their conditions 
better and more comfortable than they ar.e 
to-day. 

Remlution 40 (State Mining Operations)' 
agreed to. 

Resolution 41-" Qurcnsland Jlining Jour­
nal "-agreed to. 

Resolution 42-" Department of H calth anrl' 
Home A.ffairs-Chief Office"-

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) [4.21 p.m.]: 
After reading the report that tb<> Premier 
laid on the table when we discussed Golden 
Investn1ents on a previous occasion I wish 
to make further reference to the operations 
of that company. The report of the Deputy 
Auditor-General confirms all I had to say· 
when the Chief Office vote of the Department 
of Health and Home Affairs was under 
discussion last week. In addition to a com­
mission of 10 per cent. on all tickets sold. 
oubide the State. whether through the com­
panv or bv the "Golden C-tsket" office, the 
com'pany is also paid 5 per cent. commission 
on all sales of tickets in mammoth and 
special " caskets " to persons outside the­
State by Queensland agents. Of the total 
commission received 80 per cent. was in 
respect of sales to persons outside the Stat~, 
effected bv the " Golden Casket " office and 
by Queen~land agents. 

The report covers the period from 1932-33 
to 1935-36 which is referred to by Mr. 
Ross the 'Deputy Auditor-General, as being 
four' vears. The firm was registered only 
on the 18th April, 1933, so that the actual 
period is only three years ~ wo months and 
thirteen days at the outs1de. The total 
commission received was £86,118 4s. 6d., and 
the expenditure is shown as £59,259 12s. Bel.,. 
leaving a profit of £26.858 lls. lOd." 
which is equivalent to 31.2 per cent. 

Mr. Ku;G: What arc you pointing out? 

Mr. MAHER : If the hon. member wbO> 
interjected hears me through he will have 
some understanding of my objective. That 
leaves a profit equal to 31.2 per cent. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A:><D HoME 
AFFAIRS: 'I'hirty-one point two per cent. of 
what? 

l\fr. MAHER : That leaves a profit of 31.2: 
per cent. of the commission; 31.2 per cent. 
profit on the operations of the company. 
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There was a surplus of profit over outgoings 
equivalent to 31.2 per cent. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND Ho:~m 
AFFAIRS : Thirty-one point two per cent. of 
their takings is profit, not 31.2 per cent. of 
their sales. That is a different thing alto­
gether. 

Mr. ::VIAHER: We read the report further 
and we find the net profit is in the vicinitv 
of 23 per cent.-a most handsome profit. · 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HoME 
AFFAIRS: Twenty-three per cent. of what? 

Mr. ::viAHER: On the figures I have given 
here, 32.1 per cent. is gross profit, and when 
the overhead expenses of the company are 
taken into account they had a net profit of 
23.8 per cent. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND Ho:11E 
AFFAIRS: Percentage must have a relation 
to something. Do you m(•an 23.8 per cent. 
of the total sales of tickets? 

::Yir. MAHE:R: Twenty-three point eight 
per cent. profit on the operations of the com­
pany. That is the position. Unfortunately, 
the Deputy Auditor-General did not give 
in his report a comprehensive balance-sheet. 
On page 10 of the report laid on the table 
of the House there is what the Deputy 
Auditor-General refers to as a eumma.rv of 
the balance-sheet. It shows the profit ·and 
loss account of the Golden Investment Com­
pany, and the years 1932-33 to 1935-36 are 
summarised to show the manner in which 
commission was received. £86,118 4s. 6d. 
\Vas received in commission. My point is 
that this is merely a summary over a period 
of three yea.rs, and it is not a dissected 
balance sheet showing the resuli.s of the com­
pany's operations for each year of its exist­
ence. If that was shown it would indicate 
that for the last year profits had been 
abnormally high. 

In the early operations of the company 
certa.in expenditure wa.s incurred for adver­
tieing on a much higher scale than since. 
The company undertook newspaper adver­
tising in the Southern States, and set out 
to do this in a comprehensive way. Much 
publicity was then given compared with the 
publicity given now. Since it started to 
advertise certain Stetes prohibited the dis­
tribution of lottery literature and advertise­
ments, and the company found it difficult 
to expend the money in that direction. It 
has reached the point now. so far as my 
observations go, that it has very little 
expense in regard to publicity of an inter­
state and oversea nature. 

The company has been able. as Mr. Ross 
admits, to use the " Golden Casket " office 
for a g-reat deal of the work attached fo its 
operations. The " casket ,. office conveni­
ently affords the labour necessary for putting 
in envelopes the dodgers and leaflets printed 
by this company; it provides the envelopes 
and the stamps. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HOME 
AFFAIRS: That is not true. 

Mr. MAHER: I sa.y it is true. 
The SEcRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HOME 

AFFAIRS: The subscriber provides the stamp. 
Mr. MAHER: I sa.y that "casket" enve­

lopes and stamps are used to convey leaflets 
to prospective subscribers in ether States of 
the Commonwealth. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND l-IO)IE 
AFFAIRS : I say you are not telling the truth. 

Mr. MAHER: I say that is so. 

1937-2 1 

The SEcRETARY FOR HEALTH AND Hcnm 
AFFAIRS: Postage is paid by the subscriber 
1n every case. 

Mr. l'vlAHER: The whole of the onranisa­
tion of the "Golden Casket" office is avail­
able to this company. Is it right for the 
" casket " office to do the bulk of the work 
for this company, as tho official figures show 
the greater part of overseas ·\ubscribers come 
directly through the "casket " office. Is Jt 
right that the State should be called upon 
to pay out £23,000 a year as a reward to 
this compa.ny for work which, so far a• I 
can see, looking at the matter in an unbiased 
way, the organisation of the " casket " office 
is really carrying out? On page 9 of this 
report it will be seen that sales of special 
"casket'' tickets by Golden Investments­
amounted to £104,837, sales of special 
" casket " tickets by " casket " office 
£637,760, and sa.les of special " casket" 
tickets by various Queensland agents £32,642. 

At 4.30 p.m., 
:Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. MAHER: Of a total of £775,000 
worth of sales the Golden InY' itment Com­
pany secured only £10·1.000 worth. and the 
" Golden Casket " office has been able to 
attract £637,000 worth. Can am·bodv sa v 
that we are justified in paying to' this com­
panv the handsome sum that it receives, 
having reg·ard to the fact that the " Golden 
Casket " office is really doing the work? 
Why do we permit the continuance of a 
contract that deprived the " Golden Casket " 
management and the hospitals of the State 
of the sum of £23.000 that was paid to it 
last year? If this company can show where 
it has honestly earned the commission on the· 
sale of tickets in other States. it is entitled to 
be paid; but where we find that no evidence· 
can be produced in this House to show where 
large sums of money have been expended in 
other States of the Commonwealth. and 
wher<' we find that the " Golden Casket " 
office is being made use of by this company 
for the purpose of distributing its leaflets 
and that the subscribers send their monev 
direct to the " Golden Casket " office. whv 
tolerate the continuance of a company that 
is merely exploiting the " Golden Casket " 
management and taking advantage of the· 
organisation of that office in order to gain 
profits to which it is not entitled? 

Let the Minister produce eYidence in the 
form of a balance-sheet duly audited, 
proving the amount of monoy' that this 
company has expend.ed on its own initiative· 
to attract business. \Vhy does this com­
pany have to send out its leaflets and 
instruct subscribers to forward money direct 
to the "casket " office? Persons may think, 
of course, that the " Golden CaskE't " office 
might have a better standing than the 
company, but the company knows, of course. 
that it gets its commission irrespective of 
whether subscriptions are sent direct to tho 
" casket" office or through the Golden· 
Investment Company. 

A fair and businesslike arrangement would 
be to pay that company only commission on 
the sales that it obtains itself, and the: busi­
ness that is offered direct to the " Golden 
Casket " office belongs to the " casket ,. 
management and, of course, through the· 
management to the State. 

Some of the items of expenditure appear· 
excessive, but there is no way of checking:· 

Mr.Maher.] 
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them. because the figures are not given in 
enough detail. The item "Advertising. 
publi•;hing, deliYcry, general, and travelljng 
cxpem.;('s expended outside Quecns:and " 
amount' to £7.385 16s. 9d., of a total cxpen­
diturp of £59.259 12s. 8d. This bears out 
•the contention that vcr5· little, if any, adver-
6sing is 110W being done, as rnost of this 
would have taken place in the p·uly stages 
before it was prohibited by other States of 
the Commonwealth. 

The report of the Deputy Auditor-General 
•,ubtantiates ,,-hat I had to say when dis­
cussing the EstiJnates. concerning the dodger~ 
of this company being enclosed in the 
"Golden Casket" mail. As a 1natter of 
fact, when I made that statement the 
Minister said. "That is a very seriom 
charge.'' I stated that it was. and I 
-reiterate it. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AXD I-ImrE 
AFFAD:':i: You arc saying ~omething there 
that is unfair again. The " Golden Casket " 
does not pay for the stamps on this com­
pany'" 1nail. That is not true. 

}lr. MAHER: In his report the Deputy 
Auditor-General says-

" It has been suggested that circular;;; 
of Golden Investment are encloocd at 
the ' Go~dcn CA.skct' office in enYelopc;; 
in w hi eh tickets arc sent to the sub­
scribers. In explanation of this .. 

There is the admission-
" .... however, it may be stated that 
the cost' to the ' Golden Casket ' office is 
practically nil as the return postage i.> 
paid by subscribers." 

"!'he point is that Mr. Ross's report bears 
<Out what I said that the leaflets were then 
distributed through the envelopes horn the 
"Golden Casket " management. The Minis­
ter says that is not so. " In explanation of 
this." Mr. Ross says-in other words, admit­
ting that it is so-" it may be stated that 
the cost to the ' Golden Casket ' office is 
practically nil." 

'.Che SErRETARY FOR HEAI.TH AND HoME 
AFFAIRS: You said the "Golden Casket" 
paid for the stamps. 

Mr. :\LHIER: \Vait a moment. When 
the leaflets are inserted in the envelo-pes 
<Obviouslv the " Golden Casket " office pays 
for the stamps on the envelopes that go out. 

The f\F.CRE'L\RY FOR HEALTH AND HOME 
AFFAIRS : Are ~·ou so dense that you cannot 
understand what you said a moment ago? 
You quoted from the report of the Deputy 
Auditor-General ·that the stamps were paid 
for by the subscribers. 

Mr. MAHER: At some stage env-elopes 
have to be used and stamps have to be 
used that are the property of the " Golden 
Casket" management. \Vhen the subscriber 
sends for tickets he provides stamps but 
those stamps may be for the purpose of 
returning the result slip. At some stage of 
the operation the " Golden Casket " manage­
ment .is responsible for the postage. There­
fore I say that Golden Investments gets the 
benefit of the envelopes and the stamps 
·and it also gets the benefit of the l<l.bour 
involved in folding the leaflets and despatch­
ing them. That is a very considerable 
·advantage. The result is tha't the " Golden 
Casket " office really does the job in that 
it secures business to the value of £037,760 
-out of a total of £775,000, yet the company 
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gets all the benefits and the commission. It is 
not a businesslike contract. The fact remains 
that Golden Investments is relie"ed of the 
expense of the delivery of its circulars. 

The statement that all the tickets are 
sent direct to the "Golden Casket " office is 
confirmed by the following paragraph in 
the report :-

'· In the printing and i:,,ue of circulars 
and forms of application Golden Invest­
ments direct subscribers to apply for 
tickets to the management of the 
' Golden Casket' Art Union." 

That report merely confirms the monopoly 
a.nd does not refute the statement made in 
lhc Press in 1933 that Golden In.-estments 
was allow-ed to sell shares as small as one­
tenth in mammoth "caskets" while a 
similar privilege was refused to Queens­
land agents. 

Can the Minister show any definite opera­
tions b_v this company and what are the 
methods that it employs to attract business 
in the other States? He may have informa­
tion that is not available to hon. members. 
He may be able to show eertain work that 
it does in the other States. If it can be 
shown that it has an extensive system of 
travellers, agents, offices, or advertises to 
a large extent on moYing picture screens or 
otherwise, or something like that, or that 
It spends a large sun1 of monev to warrant 
such handsome profits, there would be some­
thing in it. It made a profit of £23,000 
last _vear, but there is nothing in the report 
of the Deputy Auditor-General to indicate 
how much capital was invested in this 
busine's or company and, therefore, we have 
no means of calculating the rate of div,i­
dc·nds that ar-e distributed to two individuals 
who operate the company at an extra­
ordinary advantag~ to themselv-es, and at 
a loss to the " Golden Casket " manage­
ment. Whoever is responsible for this 
agreement has done something that is 
definitelv unbusinesslike. He made a bad 
bargain- for the State. That is the point. 
If I found that it was the manager of the 
" Golden Casket " who had made that 
bargain and I was the Minister control!.ing 
him I should call upon him for a very 
definite explanation of his <'l.ction. If, on 
the other hand, the manager of the ''Go-lden 
Casket " can show that the contract was 
imposed on him by the Government or the 
Minister, then we must hold the Minister 
answerable for .it. 

I say, after a full and careful study of 
the report of the Deputy Auditor-General 
laid on the table by the Premier, that I 
can come to no other conclusion, and I have 
said so previously, than that the " Golden 
Casket " management is losing money that 
definitely belongs to the State, and that the 
two fortunate members of Golden Invest­
ments are receiving profits and advantages 
they are not earning. Therefore, I say, 
without any hestitation, that the State is not 
receiving value for the money, over £20,000 
each year, which it contribute.;; to this com­
pany. 

Mr. POWER (Baroona) [4.41 p.rn.]: I did 
not rise with the intention of discussing the 
" Golden Casket," bl.l!t I cannot refrain 
from saying that the speech of the Leader 
of the Opposition reminds me of a boarding­
house stew-it is the same that he dishes up 
each session of Parliament, merely garnish­
ing it with different verbiage. The matter 
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complained of has been fullv im-e>tigated by 
the Deputy Auditor-General, and a, copy of 
the a,greement has been submitted to Parlia­
ment. As l ,,aid previously, if the Opposition 
know of anythmg that is wrong-which thev 
do not-why not come out into the open and 
make a definite charge? 
. The. Opposition frequently make statements 
m tlns House that are not correct and in 
proof of that statement I propose' to rea,rl 
a letter that appears in to-day's " Tele­
gra,ph " in refutation of a statement made by 
the horL member for Oxley on the Estimates 
of the Department of Health and Home 
Affairs respecting the accommodation for 
nurses at Goodna. The letter reads-

" AccOM}IODATI0!-1 FOR GooDNA NuRSES. 

" Sir,-It was with considerable amuse­
ment that I read in vour issue of 8th 
October of Mr. Nimmo's declaration in 
Parliament, and appa,rent concern 
rcgardmg madequate accommodation for 
nurses at the Goodna, Mental Hospital. 
. " It is my purpose to set forth the 
maccuracy of Mr. :\'immo's statement­
to the effect that 50 per cent. of us have 
to sleep on mattresses placed on the 
floor. Thrs gentleman, though meaning 
well, has certainly been misinformed." 

That is like many other of their utterances 
on the floor of this Hou,e. The letter pro­
ceeds-

" :\'o nurse ever sleeps on the floor 
unle>s it be a particular whim of her 
own to do so. and I have not observed 
anything of the kind so far. 

"On the contrary,"--
Listcn to this-

" we each have a separate bedroom 
adequa,tely famished, and a nice spac~ 
of sleep-out veranda. We have also a 
larg:e sitting:room with plenty of easy 
charrs, a radro, and a piano. I think the 
phrase, 'A home. away from home, 
expre""ses our sentiments quite nicely on 
t!1e questwn. of accommodation ; and 
smce my a,rrrval here some three years 
ago, I have, with .my colleagues, ever 
been pleased to retrre to my own little 
cot m peace and quietness, at the end 
of the day.-Yours, etc., 

" One of the ~ ursing Staff. 
'' Goodna.'' 

That is a, very effective reply to the state­
ment made by the hon. member for Oxley. 
One of the nurses has taken him to task for 
it. It is high ~iTne that one holding such a 
responsrble posrtron as a member of Parlia­
ment stopped making idle and stupid state­
n:rents like this. If the hon. member con­
tmues to do so he will receive further 
rebuffs. 

The action of the Minister in appointing 
an inspector of hospitals has been well worth 
while. If any of the things alleged by the 
hon. member for Oxley actually existed the 
mspector of hospitals would bring them 
under the notice of the Minister. People 
are only too prone to criticise before they 
arc armed with the full facts. and I am 
satisfied that the Press, which Is always on 
the alert, would have ventilated the matter 
if it were true, without waiting for the hon. 
member for Oxley to bring it up in this 
Parliament. The hon. member for Dalby 
said he took much of the credit for the 
abolition of " bingo " in this State, but the 
newspapers are also taking credit for it. 

The alert Press would have ventilated this 
condition if it had been true, and would not 
ha,ve waited for the hon. mc'mber for Oxley 
to bring it up in Parliament. 

I am pleased that the Department of 
Health and Home Affairs has taken control 
of private hospitals. Ao a former member 
of the Brisbane Citv Council and chairman 
of th0 Health C'on;mittee, I became con­
versant with the workings of the.oe private 
hmpitals. and on many occasions the officer 
in charge of the Health Department was 
of opinion that some action should be taken 
to improve the hospitals, but the view was 
taken that if these persons were called upon 
to carrv out the repairs and alterations that. 
the health officer considered were necessary 
tlwv would be driven out of busines~. and the 
matter was allowed to drop. A very capable 
and value.d officer of the Brisbane Citv Coun­
cil, who unfortunatelY passed away _,:bile on 
a trip overseas during special leave, made 
an investigation of the various private hospi­
tals in the metropolitan area and referred 
to some of them in very scathing terms in his, 
report; and includerl in that number was 
the hospital in which the unfortunate giri 
died to whom Sir Raphael Cilento referred. 
I congratulate him on his fearkss and out­
spoken attitude and his condemnation of 
what took place. which no doubt had some­
thing to do with the girl's death. 

A remarkabl" disclosure in that report 
is that the medical man who wa' r11lled in 
to give a certificatQ for crC'rnation purposeb 
admitted at the inquiry that he gave the 
certificate without examining the body. \Vhat 
state of affairs is the medical profession 
getting into when a rnediral rnan signs a 
certificate to permit a person to be cre­
mated without having examined the body? 
The object of making it necessary for two· 
doctors to give certificates before a person, 
can be cremated was to prevent any crime 
from being hushed up. Here we have a 
member of the medical profe~sion signing 
a certificate to say that everything is all 
right and the body may be cremated without 
having examined the body, and yet no action 
can be taken. There must be something 
radically wrong somewhere when a member­
of the medical profession can rlo such a 
thing and get away with it. I hope the 
Mmister for Health and Home Affarrs or the 
Attorney-General whichever Minister is in 
charge of the department that is responsible 
for the control of these matters, will have 
the position thoroughly investigated with a 
view to introducing a Bill to deal with it. 
Legislation should be passed to prevent a 
repetition of such things. Had it not been' 
for the sincerity of the desire of the Minister 
in charge to clear up this matter and to ask 
Sir Raphael Cilento to investigate tlw death 
of this girl the general public would have 
never known the exact circumstances. What 
has been done bv him in that direction shows 
that he is a m'!m with the courage of his 
com·ictions and fitted to do the right thing 
in the interests of the people of Queensland. 

Another action taken by the Minister in 
the interests of the health of the people not, 
merely of Queensland, but of the world, was, 
that in reference to the Roberts cancer 
clinic. Roberts claimed he could cure cancer 
and had established in Brisbane for some 
time this so-called clinic. A number of 
unfortunate persons attended it each week 
and handed over their money, thinking they 
would get benefit from his treatment. The, 
hon. gentleman decided that he would have 
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a close investigation made mto this cure 
or alleged cure. Hon. members know what 
took place. Investigations proved that the 
alleged cure was a fraud. Roberts was given 
·every consideration in thE'ce inY0"c.t1gations. 
A clinic was established, patients were put 
under his control, members of the medical 
profession aesisted, and the Government 
made available certain sums of monev. The 
<:urc was found to be of no value "at all, 
and conscquentJv many unfortunate people 
were proved to have been deprived not onl7 
of their savings, but of their health. bv a 
spurious treatment. The gentleman left 
Queensland because of the exposure. The 
hon. gentleman will not tolerate any person 
of that calibre who wishes to establish him­
self and his fancy cures in this State. 

The department could proceed a great 
deal further in matt<>rs affecting the health 
of the people of Brisbane. Chinese herbalists 
arC' adYrrtising their \i'i ares. They are purely 
. wd simply quacks, but unfortunate persons 
are iuclnced to visit them and pay over their 
money and receive bottles of dope which in 
the final analysis, I think, would prove to be 
of no Yalue at all. Legislation should be 
introduced to abolish this type of practitioner 
altogether. 

Mr. GAJR: Abolish some of the British 
Medical As"·ociation. 

Mr. PO\VER: I agree that some action 
"Should b0 taken in regard to some members 
of the British :\1edical Association. I am 
glad of the interjection by the hon. member 
for South Brisbane. In Queensland to-day 
there are manv doctors who will not come 
and attend patients. On numerous occasions 
I receive requests to ring for a medical man. 
Of couree, I have told these persons to use 
my telephone. They have call<ed a doctor to 
"attend a case, but it is found that the doctor 
is not at home or is not prepared to come, 
"Or it is impo~sible for him to come at the 
moment. There have been urgent cases 
requiring the immediate attendance cf a 
-doctor. It is unfair to the people of Queens­
land that prac~ising in their midst are 
,certain medical men who are not prepared 
to come even to their own patients when 
requested. This matter will have to be 

,seriously considered by the Government. I 
do not want to nlace everv doctor in the 
same class. 'I'here are quite a number of 
very fine medical men to-day who are 
desirous of practising their high and honour­
•able profession in the proper way, but there 
are some who are not prepare-d to give the 
public the consideration they are ju5tly 
,entitled to. 

I think enough publicity is not given to 
the valuable work done by the baby clinics 
in this State. I should like the Minister, 
if possible, to increase the number of nurses 
in some of our clinics. When I was rearing 
a young family some' years ago nurses from 
the baby clinic called at my house. I 
do not know whether that practice continues, 
'but I do know that those nurses did very 
fine work. Greater publicity should be 
given to the baby clinics, because the work 
performed by the nurses at the clinics is 

. of great national importance. It is rather 
amazing to know that there are many young 
mothers who do not know of the existence 

·Of such a thing as a baby clinic. May I 
suggest that the Minister give these clinics 
a little further publicity? It would be a 
good thing if he adopted a plan of adver­
-tising. Perhaps he could use money from 
;the " Golden Casket " for this purpose. He 

[Mr. Power. 

could advertise in suburban picture theatres 
and advise mothers of the location of these 
clinics and the hours when they are open 
to the public. Parents of children have been 
saved a good deal of money by these clinics. 
Years ago, before the introduction of baby 
clinics and child welfare work, many of our 
local chemists attended to these requirements 
of mothers. 

I should like to see some greater attention 
pai-d by the Department of Health and Home 
Affairs to the swimming baths within the 
metropolitan area. Some of these are owned 
and controlled bv the Brisbane City Conncil 
and others are "!eased to private persons. 
The water is not changed every day in some 
of these baths. I also think that greater 
supervrswn c,hould be exercised over the 
members of the public who use the baths. 
I discussed this matter with Sir Raphael 
Cilento the other day, and more shower 
facilities should be erected in each of the 
swimming pools in the metropolitan area . 
Persons using these pools should be com­
pelled to wash and me the shower before 
entering the swimming baths. Many 
children, running in the streets, playing in 
the usual way, have dirty feet, and in some 
cases running sores on their limbs. They 
should be called unon to go under the shower 
and cleanse themselves before entering the 
baths. 

At 5 p.m., 
Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with 

(he provisions of Standing Order No. 307 
and the Ses,ional Order of 11th August 
last, I shall now proceed to put the Reso­
lution under discussion, and the Resolutions 
not already agreed to by the House. 

Resolntion 42 (Department of Health and 
Home Affairs-Chief Office) agreed to. 

Resolutions 43 to 78, both inclusiYe, 
agreed to. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
RESUMPTION OF C'O>I.MITTEE. 

(j!Ir. Hanson, Burandct, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, H, rbert) [5.2 p.m.]: I 
move-

" (a) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
service of the year 1937-1938, a further 
sum not exceeding £7,695,251 be granted 
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
of Queensland exclusive of the moneys 
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund 
Account. 

"(b) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
service of the year 1937-1938, a further 
sum not exceeding £6,282,217 be granted 
from the Trust and Special Funds. 

" (c) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
service of the year 1937-1938, a further 
sum not exceeding £2,169,000 be granted 
from the moneJ" standing to the credit 
of the Loan Fund Account . 

" (d) That towards making good the 
Supply grar{ted to His Majesty, for the 
service of the year 1936-1937, a supple­
mentary sum not exceeding £152,228 17s. 
10d. be granted out of the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund of Queensland exclusive 
of the moneys standing to the credit of 
the Loan Fund Account. 
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" (e) That, towards making good the 
:Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
service of the year 1936-1937, a supple­
mentary sum not exceeding £594,150 5s. 
4d. be granted from the Trust and 
'SpN:ial Funds. 

'' (f) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, fm' the 
service of the year 1936-1937, a supple­
mentary sum not exceeding £147,980 12s. 
1d. be granted from the moneys standing 
to the credit of the Loan Fund Account. 

"(rl) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, on 
a-ccount, for the service of the year 
1938-1939, a sum not exceeding £1,800,000 
he granted out of the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund of Queensland exclusive 
of the moneyo standing to the credit of 
the Loan Fund Account. 

" (h) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, on 
a,ccount, for the service of the year 
1938-1939, a sum not exceeding £1.300,000 
be granted from the 'l'rust and Special 
Funds. 

" (i) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, on 
account. for the service of the year 
1938-1939,' a sum not exceeding £600,000 
be gr .. mted from the monevs standing 
to thL' credit of the Loan Fund 
AC'count." 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIR'IrA>r reported that the Com­

mittee had come to certain resolutions and 
asked leaE to sit again. 

Resumption of Committee made an Order 
·of the Day for Tuesday, 26th October. 

REsc:IIPTION AND ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS. 
On the motion ·of the SECRETARY FOR 

PUBLIC LANDS (Hon. P Pease, Herbrrt), 
the resolutions were received and agreed to. 

APPROP~IATION BILL, No. 2. 
FIRST READING. 

A Bill, founded on the resolutions reported 
from. the Committee of Ways and M"" ns, 
was mtroduced, and read a first time. 

SECOKD READING. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS 

(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert): I move-
" 'That the Bill be now read a second 

time." 

Mr. MAHER (lVest Moreton) [5.7 p.m.]: 
There is a good deal of dissatisfaction 
throughout the State at the present time 
with the operation of the nnemployment 
relief tax, and there is a movement amongst 
the people hostile to Government policy. 
They know that the tax was introduced as 
an emergency measure, and they are unable 
to reconcile their ideas of what is right 
with the Government view as expressed by 
th<' Premier and his supporters in this 
House from time to time. They arc given 
tv understand that we have reached the 
pcint \vhen, according to " Economic :\e,vs," 
unemployment has been reduced from 23 
per cent. to 6 per cent., which is said to 
be better than the prosperity that obtained 
in 1929, prior to the depression, hut they 
.are still called upon to pay a record amount 

by way of relief tax for the purpose of 
relieving un<?mployment when, if we can 
accept the statement of the Government, the 
need for it does not exist. 

'l'here is not only the objection to the iax 
as a tax) bnt there i:-:; also a growing feeling 
in country districts that it is being continued 
for the benefit of the metropolitan :~rea and 
the large provincial cities that haYe inter­
mittent relief schemes. A great part of the 
rural areas of the State arc levied upon for 
the £2,600,000 that was collected by way of 
relief tax last year, and the feeling is that 
the people who pay the greater part of the 
tax are not receiving anything in return for 
it. In 3Y1ossman last week there was the 
largest gathering ever known in the district 
at ·which the member for the district, the 
hon. member for Cook, was severely heckled 
bv the residents of the area who complain 
that they are being levied upon to pay this 
tax, and are not g-etting anything in return. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Did 
you hear what the mayor said in reply 1 

Mr. MAHER: The Acting Premier will 
have an opportunity of justifying Govern­
ment policy when he is in Mossman. and it 
will be interesting to know what happens 
then. 

The movement in Mossman is one that is 
growing in various parts of the State, as 
there is extreme dissatisfaction with the 
collection of a tax to relieve a condition that 
doe.s not exist. If we are back to the 1929 
prosperity level, where is the need to collect 
the unemployment relief tax at all? Are 
we justified in taking taxation out of the 
pockets of the people to relieve unemploy­
ment when only a verv small proportion of 
unemployment exists? ·The tax should have 
its n~>me changed. It is an unemployment 
relief tax no longer. Let the Government 
come out into the open, be frank about the 
btl.'liness, and change the name of the tax 
to an income tax. Then we shall know 
what the Government are really driving at. 
The Government are making this tax a 
permanent one. In other words, they are 
creating a new form of taxation out of the 
existing relief tax. That is what is really 
happening. This growing objection to the 
payment of an unemployment relief tax to 
relieve a condition that does not exist is 
taking very strong form indeed, as the 
Government will find to their regret as time 
goes on. Where is the justification of the 
Government's <'Ontinuing the collection of 
this tax when the conditions that brought 
about the need for it in the first place had 
disappeared? That is the point I want to 
submit to hon. members. 

Last year £3,059,000 was expended from 
the 'C"ncmployment Relief Fund-a tremend­
ous sum collected from all parts of th0 
State. The rural areas benefited to the 
extent of £563,000 by this expenditure. For 
the purpose of my argument I have included 
the amount expended in the larger provincial 
cities, such as Toowoomba, Townsville, Rock­
hampton, Cairns . .and Ipswich, together with 
the subsidies paid to local authorities, th" 
payments for full-time employment work, 
and the expenditure in developing country 
lands, including fore,try, prospecting ass!st­
ance, assistance to cotton growers, and assrst­
ance to other farmers. It is only in limited 
areas that this money can be expended. It 
can be truly said that the great bulk of the 
£3.059,000 spent last year was distributed in 

Mr. Maher.] 
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the favoured centres of the State where the 
intermittent relief scheme applies. 

Of course, the city of Brisbane receives the 
lion's share. Fiftv-two per cent. of the total 
number of relief ;vorkers are located in thi' 
citv and it follo11 s that more than half of 
the' total amount of expenditure in wages 
and otbPr conce,•.·')ions to relief workers is 
spent in this city. despite the fact that it 
represents only one-third of the total popula­
tion of the State. It is a recognition of these 
things that is caming a revulsion of feeling 
in the rural areas. 

The fact that the rural areas, if I may 
use the term, "re being plundered to make 
favourable conditions in the metropolitan 
area, and in wme degree the provincial areas 
of the State. has had a bad effect on country 
conditions generally. The fact that millions 
of monev have been made m·ailable under 
a very generous system of intermittent relief 
work in the capital and larger provincial 
citie, has had the effect of drawing a great 
proportion of the available labour away from 
the rural district~ to those centres. The 
r0sult has been that in man-e areas of the 
State it is extremely difficult to obtain 
emp]o,·ees for rural work. These find that 
condition .. in the cities arc far more attrac­
tive. and they have removed their families 
and tak0n ur1 residence in the areas whero 
the intermittent relief scheme operates. If 
the State were getting any benefit from the 
expenditure of this sum of £3.000,000 a great 
many of our objections would be removed; 
but obviouslv but little useful work has been 
done, and to-day great armies of men are 
employed on work that can be said to be 
wholly unproductive, and cannot be expected 
to make anv contribution to the wealth 
production of the State. If £3.000,000 had 
been distributed in giving emplovment to 
men engaged on useful work, such' a.s build­
in<;" roads in farming areas, pastoral areas, 
mining areas. and forestry areas the Govern­
ment might have some measure of justifica­
tion for their policy; but they cannot make 
any such boast. We find that over £2,000,000 
is distributed in the favoured areas where 
the intermittent relief scheme operates; in 
other words. a dozen or so centres. Outside 
these favoured areas very little money is 
spent. It is only an odd occasion. when a 
local authority requires a loan and subsidy 
to ·carry out some improvements, that some 
rPliPf tax money is found by way of subsidy. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LA~DS : You 
must have shut your eyes when you travelleu 
north. 

Mr. :HAHER: For what reason? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 

bulk of the money has been spent on this 
work you are speaking of in the ::--;' orth, 
South, East, and West. 

l\lr. MAHER: I have here the actual 
expenditure taken from last year's report 
of the Department of Labour and Industry, 
and it shows that the intermittent relief 
work has abBorbed £1,500,000 in wages. 
Obviouslv tbat amount has onlv been spent 
in centr0s where the relief eche'me operates, 
and there are not more than a dozen such 
centres in the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR IABOT!R A~D lJ.;DrSTRY: 
How many? 

Mr. MAHER: Round about a c]ozen 
centres. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND l~DUSTRY : 
That is a.beolutely wrong. 

[Mr. Maher. 

Mr. MAHER: It is thereabouts. It is­
onlv in the larger centre.-.. such as Brisbane,_ 
To,vnsville Ro<.:khampton. Toowoomba, 
Cairns. T~lly. Innisfail. and Bund&berg­
there may be fifteen to twenty at tlw outsid?. 
Those are the fa YOnred cc>ntres where this 
£1 500 000 is being spent. If we add to that 
th~ £233.000 ration relief and £110,644 for 
winter relief and Christmas cheer and other· 
charitable assistance of £42.880 and tho 
contribution of £40.000 to the Story Bridge 
and the £30.000 to the Industries Assistance 
Board we have well ove-r £2,000.000, apart 
from the administration cost of £113.COO. 
So one can say without fear of contradiction 
that over £2,000.000 of this vast expend:ture 
from the Unemployment Relief Fund last 
vear was distributed over a limited number 
of favoured eentres of th•" State where the 
intermittent relief scheme operated. The 
rest of the conntr~' is being levied npon for· 
this large sum. and gets n . .-;tnall ndY.antagf' 
in a few centres. but nothmg at all I_ll pro­
portion to the amount of mone;c contnbuted. 

The SECRETARY FOR LAnorR AxD IxDt'STRY: 
A destitute person in any part of Queen,land 
gpts a:'-.if;tance. 

Mr. YIAHER: I am not d<'alinc; with· 
ckstitute per_om. I am den ling with the 
whole of the expenditure. and pointing out 
that 0\-er £2.000,00) of the mone~· that was. 
expended last year by the .Minister's depart­
ment went to certa-in fa\~ourf'd centrf"" where 
the intermittent relief scheme operated. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND IND"CSTRY : 
Very unfa Youred centres. 

:Yir. MAHER: Very little of the remainder 
went to the rnral districts of the State. 
which possibly provide the bulk of the money. 
The sy;.;ten1 i~ ,vrong. Three parts or n1ore 
of Queensland is being heavily taxed to make 
conditions attractive in a few centres where· 
the rf'lief scheme operates. That. is entirely· 
wrong. and it is because of the megu1table 
distribution of unemployment. _rehef tax 
receipts that there is a recognitJOn on the· 
part of the p<:ople of :Y1ossman that they are 
being levied upon year. after y_ear and not 
p:etting back anything hke a fa~r return for 
the money they pay. All then· efforts to 
uet information from the ;\'!mister and the 
GoYernment generally as to the amount . of 
monev taken out of their local authority 
areas· for unemployment relief purposes IS 

barren of result. 
The SECRENBY FOR LABOUR AND IKDUSTRY: 

Do vou not think they are lucky ina"much· 
as they have no destitution there? 

J\lr. '\IAHER: That is the point }'~on· 
which the hon. member for Cook founneiea 
at a :tT,ceting in :vrossman thP. other night. 
He failed to justify the attitude of the· 
GoYernment as the :Y1inister will fail to· 
j1Hify it to the p·:ople who pay. 1t _IS <;ll 
right for the ::VI!mster to go to Inmsfail, 
Cairns. or Townsville and say,_" _Yes. this 
is a good ,chome." Of course rt _rs a good 
sc·h:•me for th~ people of Townsville. }~e.· 
people who h\'e there recon e a . cer .am 
meawre of benefit. The money cucnla~es 
amongst the business people, and the workers 
engaged get whatever benefits accrue to· 
them. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
I do not think it is a good scheme. It is. 
your scheme. 

Mr. MAHER: Yes-our scheme; a schemC' 
imposed at a time when depression ruledl 
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the land and when something had to be 
·done to relieve distress in the communitv. 
After six years thf' Government claim th~y 
have reduced unemployment from 23 per cent. 
to 6 per cent. and that the conditions are 
better than those of 1929. 'iVhere. then, is 
the need for continuing this emergency relief 
tax? As you, Mr. Speaker. well know, the 
:Moore Government had to introduce this 
tax because circumstances demanded it. but 
those conditions have paseed and there is now 
no justification for the Government's con­
tinuing a tax based on unemployment if 
th<> figures submitted bv the Bureau of 
Industry are correct. If the percentage given 
by the Premier in the Financial Statement 
is correct-that unemployment has been 
reduced from 23 per cent. in the df'pression 
period to 6 per cent. to-da v-there is no need 
for the continuance of the tax at all. At 
the· depth of the depression we were able 
to manage with a little over £1,000.000 and 
with £700.000 at the commencement of the 
scheme. Vv e were able to cope with the 
Ull<'mployment problem reasonably well at 
a time when things were not well with the 
countrv. whpn the national Australian income 
had dropped by £250,000.000 in one year and 
when the dcvw,tating cyclone of depression 
s" 211t through the land, lt'aving a frightful 
trail of unemployment and distress. The 
l\friore GovNnment imposed the tax then. 
·and even at its peak collected a little over 
£1,000.000. with that amount of money 
we were abk to manage reasonablv well 
;under tho'e difficult conditions. " 

To-day, however .. the "Cene has changed 
throughout Australia. There has been a 
recoyery in our overseas markets ; prices of 
wheat, wool, butter, and base metals have 
risen; everything- 've export has risen in 
prict'. I repeat, the whole scene has changed. 
Where can the Government justify their 
,uction in continuing to collect taxation not 
-on the depr!'ssion scale of a little over 
£1.000.000, but more than twice the amount 
the Moore Government levied in the dark 
days of 1931-32? 

If we were able to manage with £1,200,000 
in 1931-32 where is lhe justification for the 
present Government's taking from the 
pockets of the people who can ill afford it a 
tax of £2.600,000 for the financial year just 
closed? Where is the justification for the 
Government's continuing to impose taxes in 
thE' current fiscal yea_r when the unemploy­
ment problem, accordmg to the Government, 
has been practically solved? It has been 
sol ve4 to the extent that only 6 per cent. 
;rema.rns. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
The unemployment problem would never be 
solved under the capitalistic system. 

Mr. MAHER: 'I'he hon. gentleman has 
'changed his tune since 1931-32. In this 
House at that time he had all the nostrums 
in the world to solve the unemployment 
prob!em. " If only we as a party could 
get mto power ! Put us where the Moore 
Government arc and the unemployment prob­
lem will dissolve like a mist before the 
rising sun." He has had six years to do 
the job, but he has failed. The're has been 
.a definite improvement, I realise. Who could 
not improve the:; position with £4,000,000 of 
loan money at h1s disposal? Each year since 
the Government have been in office thev have 
had that amount at their disposaL In 
other words, they have had £24,000,000 of 
loan money to spend. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS : And it 
has been well spent. 

Mr. MAHER: During the period approxi­
mately £24,000,000 of loan money has been 
spent and much of the work that has 
been done only adds to the unremunerative 
public debt. It will increase the 58 per cent. 
of unremunerative deht which I previously 
referred to in this Chamber. 

Mr. KING: Pick out the loan money and 
tell us where it is. 

Mr. ::'IIAHER: All right. I will please the 
hon. member for l\Iaree. From the Financial 
Statement delivere-d by the Treasurer this 
year we find that £524,000 is taken from 
Loan Fund for expenditure in the Raihvav 
Department. vVhere is the interest returl1 
in the Railway Department? 

l\!Ir. KING again interjecting, 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for 
Maree is not making the •cpeech. 

Mr. MAHER: The hon. member for 
Maree wants to know where this loan monev 
has been spent imprudentlv and on unre­
munerative work. I say ;._gain that that 
£524,000 from Loan Fund to railway improve­
ments will be unremunerative. The sum of 
£393,000 was taken from Loan Fund and 
devoted ~o pub!ic buildings, another expendi­
ture whiCh w1ll be unremunerative. The 
£110,000. to Brisbane River improvement 
works will not be interest-returning. From 
those three items alone we have a total of 
£1,027,000 spent from Loan Fund last vear 
that is definitely not Temunerative. If 'this 
policy is proceeded with a point must ulti­
mately be reached when there will be no 
interest coming in from the expenditure of 
loan money and the State will get into an 
ever-increasingly difficult position. 1n fact, 
the Deputy Premier and other members of 
the Cabinet for<esee this condition. Do vou 
think, Mr. Speaker. when they make this 
loud outcry ahout the Commonwealth's 
flourishing at the expense of the States 
and about the Commonwealth's invading 
the domains of State taxation that thev do 
no~ see the writing on the wall and want to 
raise an early clamour so that they can trv 
to make the public feel that the cause of 

· their financial dilemma is the failure of the 
Commonwealth Government to contribute 
more substantially to the revenues of the 
State? Do :you not think that they would 
rather do this than tell the truth, which is 
that the Government are pursuing an 
unsound financial policy and that thev are 
spending increasingly large sums of money 
from loan on the various -departments of 
the Government that will attract no interest 
returns whatever in order to create a ficti­
tious improvement in the budgetary position? 
In other words, the more loan monev thev 
can use in following out their unsound' fina.;. 
cial policy, the more loan monev thev can 
spend in Government department; to r~lieve 
the strain on revenue the better the chance 
the Treasurer has of showing an improved 
budgetary position, the closer will be his 
approach to budgetary equilibrium. 

Obviously such a policy cannot be followed 
for ever. The Treasurer can have only a. 
season of that kind of finance. There must 
be a showdown eventually, and each year 
he gets a little closer to it, because interest 
is not being returned on his investments. 
'I'hat, of course, means that the public debt 
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ri,.es, that the intere>t bill rises with the 
increasing- size of the public debt, and that 
the public have to be taxed on an ever­
increacing scale to find the morH•v. Sooner 
O!.' later a btago \Yill be reached wl~ere a verv 
difficult position will arise for somebodv to 
meet. The pity of it is that those \vho cr,eate 
the probJc.m will not be called upon to find 
the solution. If those who created the diffi­
culty could be bogrrecl in it and made to 
get the State out of it there would be some 
cause for sati~faction. 

It rc;ninds me_ of an ancient tyrant, King 
Phalarrs of Agrrgentum. who arranged with 
a Grecian designer to build him a brazen 
bull. The idea was to put the Pnemies of the 
king inside the bull and light a furnace 
underneath. The tluoat of the bull was m 
contrived that when the furnace was heated 
the bull bcli•llved as if it \Yore alive. Of 
course. that was Yer:y inconvenient for all 
the unfortunate subjects of the king who 
were burnt to death in the brazen bull. The 
king te~tecl the bull out on his subjects, but 
the pomt rs that the time arriYed when 
his 'ubjecto tested the bull out on the king, 
and rt wa not quite w pleasant for him 
then. :\ly wi.'h is that the exjwricnee that 
befell King l'halaris mav come to thoco 
:Yho arc . gradually engineering the Stat; 
mto a d1flicult fin(tncial position and that 
they may be called upon to proYido a solu­
tion of the problem they have created. 

--

Ration Relief Branch 
Other Unemployment Relief .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Totals '' .. .. .. .. 

The staff has increaoed four and a-half times 
although the number of unemployed. accord­
ing to "Economic News," has 'declined 
from 38,320 in 1931-32 to 9,430 last year. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
l\fanv of them were transferred from the 
State Trade Department and were not 
permanent officers. 

Mr. MAHER: The hon. gentleman will 
have an opportunity to explain all that when 
ho gets up to speak. The number' of unem­
ployed has fallen substantialiy since the 
·depression period of 1931-32, yet strange 
though it may seem the staff dealing with 
rations and other unemployment relief hao 
increased by four and a-half times during 
that period. It is a peculiar position. On 
the one hand \Ye are told that the prob:em 
of unemployment has been soh·ed, yet on 
the other there has been an increase in the 
staff dealing with the matter and their 
salaric·'. In addition, the Government con­
tinue to collect oYer £2,500,000 per annum 
from relief tax. It is perplexing to me, and 
I confess that I cannot follow the logic of 
hon. members opposite when they try to 
explain these paradoxes to the people and 
to Parliament. 

[Mr. Maher. 

I 

"'"ven member of the Cabinet knows what 
I han; said to be true-that loan monevs 
are being u~ed i1nprudently, that loan moneYs 
are being used to bolster up the budgetary 
position. that no interest return can be 
expected from much of the monev that is 
being expended, and that therefore' we shall 
eyentualiy reach a position that will be 
extremely awkward for the people of the 
State. 

The Government claim that thev have 
partly soh·cd the unemplo.nnent p'roblcm, 
but who could not make the position better 
than it was in 1931-32 with the large sums 
of loan monev and the buovant revenue 
that ha Ye been, available to the -Government? 
If the party on this side of the House could 
not make a better job of the t.ask than the 
Gon~rnment haY,!' ciono with £24.000,000 of 
loan money · in six years. £13.000,000 to· 
£14,000.000 by way of relief tax, and buoy­
ant revenue genC'rally, I should not want 
to return to this Parliament again. They 
have had more money at their disposal than 
any other Government in the hiotorv of 
Qu,eenoland, but they have failed mise;·ably 
to giYe ~ati:-:factjon to the great n1ajority of 
the people. 

The position is rather paradoxical. \Vhile 
the Go.-ernmcnt claim to ha.-e reduced 
unemployment from 23 per cent. to 6 per 
cent., we have thE'se figures showing the 
unemplyoyment relief staff and salaries, 
Pxcluding the Chief Office-

1931-32. .~I 1937-38. 

Number. SalariP~. :>umber. Salaries. 

£ £ 
11 2,033 38 6,612 

g 1,965 51 10,802 

20 4,048 89 17,414 

·---

These figures show the number of staff 
and salaries in the Chief Office, Department. 
of Labour and Industry-

No. Salaries. 

1931-32 7 
1936-37 (estimated) ... 68 

£ 
2,583 

17,606 

In 1931-32, "·hen unemployment was at its. 
worst, we ;hould naturally expect to find a 
bigger staff than in 1936-37, but what do· 
the figures show? There are no more sub­
dE'partments in 1936-37 than in 1931-32. It 
must be difficult for the Minister to explain 
that awav s"tisfactorilv. If the economic 
position has improved· and if poverty has 
diminished as a rr-,ult of the Government's 
policy, surely there 'hould be no need for 
an increased ration scale I Yet we know 
that the cost of rations has g-rown very sub­
stantially since 1931-32. If unemployment 
and povert,, have decreased. why is there 
the need for these larger staffs and the 
higher cost to the taxpayers? It is rather 
an extraordinary position that we have to 
face in this respect. 

The estimated total expenditure of th& 
Department of Labour and Industry for 
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1935-37 is greater than the total of the 
following tax revenues for the same year:-

Income Tax 
Land Tax 
Licenses 
Totalisator and Betting 

Tax 
Stat<· Tram,,Jort and Hctvy 

V chiclcs Acb 

Total 

£ 
2,8\•0,COO 

390.000 
106,000 

90,000 

81,000 

£3,467.500 

The estimated total expcnclicure of the 
Departm2nt of Labour and Inclustr:-· is 
£3,588,2~2. or greater than the combined 
totals of our income tax, land tax. license 
fee~, totalisator and betting rax. and the 
.fees undct· the State Transport and He a Yy 
Vehicles Act ! 

It is a serious position when we spend 
more money from one department of State 
alon~ than we arc collecting· from all those 
sources of revenue. 

::\Ir. K.\xE: Xot the mme money. though. 

1Ir. :\IAHER: That is &o. but the hon. 
n1err1bcr for E-tst Toowoobba n1u~t ~ee 
clearly that. ~on1cthing i8 out of balance 
if when we are Bupposed to haYe virtually 
·wh-eel the probh m of unemployment the 
Departnwnt of Labonr and IndustrY. which 
was designed specially to contend wit.h unem­
ployment and povert:y, is spending n1ore 
mmwv in one year than the State has col­
lcctecl from the sonrces of revenue I have 
just Pnun1erated. 

11r. SPEAKEH: Order 1 I hope the woplc 
who are making all the noise in the lobbies 
·will go into one of the intervie,-ring roorns. 

J\lr . .:V1AHER: The facts I have rnention<>d, 
<'O\'ering expenditure and staffing of the 
Department of Labour and Industry are 
totally inconsistent with the GoYermnent's 
.claims and abo totally contrary to the pro­
n1ises they have given of reductions in uuen1-
ployment rPlief taxation. Five year.s of 
Labour administration has exposed the fact, 
that, as usual, Labour in power does not 
carry out what it a-dvocates when in Gpposi­
tion. 

When the Income (Unemployment Relief) 
Act was introduced in 1930 the Labour oppo­
;;ition of the day advocated (1) the payment 
of the full basic wage, not the basic-wage 
rate, and (2) the financing of the scheme by 
methods other than a tax upon the workers. 
Now, after five years, men with dependants 
are only getting the same number of days of 
intermittent relief work. 'Ihe daily wage 
has been increased from lls. a day to 14s. 3d., 
but it must be remembered in considering 
.this fact that the percentage increase in the 
cost of living since 1933 is equal to 2s. 3d. a 
-day on lls.· Therefore, the unemployed are 
only 1s. a day better off in the purchasing 
power of their allowances. 

The present intermittent relief work rates 
~>tnge from £1 C.s. 2d. a week for a married 
man to £2 Os. 4d. a week for a man, wife, 
and three children-a long way below the 
basic wage of £3 18s. which Labour advo­
-cated. 

Again, after fiye y·ears of Labour rule. the 
annual reports sl1GW that the amount of 
unemployment tax obtained from wages 
stamps has increased from £690,019 in 
1931-32 to £1,340,726 in 1935-36, which is a 

prculiar \Yay of carrvino- out La.bour's 
arhocacy of taxing the \,·ctlthy. 

In conciLtsion, I make the charge that 
the Government have failed to keep then 
premises to the taxpayers, to the public 
serYants, and the workers generally. as well 
as to the unemployed. Th0y are the only 
noverrnnent in A·ustralia. "\Vho haYe increased 
btxation -ince the depression-and a very 
sub tantial increase toJ-yct they are the 
onlY GoYernment ,.-ho hase failed to pro­
du~e a bala need Budget eince the depression. 
l<'m·ther thev hold out no. hope of tax 
r.cdPctio'n in Lthe futnre, and, therefore, no 
hope of exr.msion of industry which alone 
can get n1en back into 11errnancnt cnlploy­
ment. The record cf the GoYernnwnt is one 
of rank failure. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A~D 
HO :'viE AFFAIRS (Hon. E. 1\1. Hanlon, 
ltluzca) [5.47 p. m,'}; I desire to hav~ a few 
\vords to sa v on th1s Yote, ,,nd I parl!cularly 
wish to co1;1mcnt on the rcrnn.rks 1nade by 
the Leader of the Opposition concerning the 
honestv a.11cl rharE~rtcr of n1embers of the 
kta-IT Of Jn~· deparhncnt. I think it is a!l 
nnfair thin(! for a member cf the OpJ20Sl· 
tion to g·d up in this House an~ my thmgs 
imnunging the character of officer,; of the 
public sen·ice or employees of a de12artment 
if he is not prepared to substantiate Ius 
statcn1cnts. 

For in:--tanc0. an hon. 1nember said this 
aJtEmoon that tbe aCCOUntant at the 
"Golden Casket" office has probably an 
arrangcnwnt to c-JYcr stealing the stamps 
and using th0m to send away letters of. a 
private ap-c'nt. That type of c~mplamt 
should be made to the department m order 
to allow the police to investigate it. Th>:t 
i" a 1ni~erable kind of ~landcr and It JS 

.scandalising for 1nen1bcr~, o£ this !-louse to 
get up .and cay that people arc r'?gues-sa_y 
<w.ite definite!:;' that people are nsmg pubhc 
funds or stealing or cheatmg and then walk 
out and smllc and say, "VVe "'\Ver~ only 
haY in!-{ a joke: we were only ~rym!-{ to 
belittl-e the Government by saymg those 
things." It '" a pity these mean and 
malicious statements should be made. A 
member this afternoon re:>d a letter from 
one of the girls at Goodna--

Mr. J'.;DDIO: Perhaps he wrote it him­
self. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A::\'D 
HOME AFFAIRS: ~o, Mr. Speaker. I 
think that although the "Telegraph" is not 
a journal that supports this party it does 
accept a little bit of responsibility for the 
letters it publishes. It published a letter 
from a nurse in Goodna that just gave the 
position that exists among the nursing staff 
thei·e. The hon. member for Oxley pictured 
them as sleeping on the floor. The other 
day he painted a picture of the nurses at 
the General Hospital stealing the patients' 
fruit. 

Mr. ::\DDIO : That is a lie. 
Mr. NIMJ\IO (O:rley): I rise to a point of 

order. I ueyer said the nurses stole the 
patients' fruit. I ask for a withdt· 1wal of 
that statement. The :\linister made that 
statement before when I happened to l:)e 
out of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! First of all, I 
ask the hon. member to withdraw the alle­
gation about lying. 

Mr. Xnnro: I do that willingly. 

Hon. E, M. Hanlon.] 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Now, I ask the Secre 
tary for HBalth and Home Affairs to accept 
the depial of the hon. member for Oxley. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I 
accept that donia.l. He did not use the word 
" steal," but the impres;;;ion he conveyed 
was the same. I should have some respect 
for. a man who would get up and epeak 
plamly and make definite charges, but the 
fishwife method of slander should not be 
practised by members of this Assembly. 
What the hon. member said was that the 
nurses had no fruit to eat onlv what was 
brought to the patients. ' I ~ent up to 
" Hansard " to obtain the exact words, 
because I know he is in the habit of after­
wards denying statements made by him. I 
read them to the Committee. These slander­
ous attacks on the decency and honesty of 
nurses and members of the public service 
shoul~ be resented by every decent member 
of th1s House. I do not wish to pursue 
t~1s matter further, but hon. members oppo­
site should adopt a better method of obtain­
ing public support. Thev should endeavour 
to convi~ce the peoJ?le that the policy they 
espo?se Is worth while and gain support by 
puttm g forward counter proposals to meet 
those advocated b:v the Government. They 
should leaYe scandal and scandalmongering 
alone. 

From moral standards I now pass to the 
physical and deal with thE' genera:! health 
standards of th0 people of Queensland. As 
the result of my experience for over five 
years m the department controlling public 
health, I am sa.tic,fied that the State must 
face the task of further building up the 
hPalth standards of the race. WTe have to 
Pliminate wast.!" of life and prevent di,ease, 
1f we can. We have also to endeavour to 
bu_ild up the physical standard of our 
ch.I!drcn a.nd that of adults, One of the main 
eVIls to-da;v practis.ed by qualified and unquali­
fied prachtwncrs 1s that of abortion. Looking 
through the figures I find that somewhere 
in the. vicinity of 700 women of child-bearing 
~ge d1~ annually m Queensland. When one 
IS contmually alighting upon the fatal result 
of the malprac-tice of abortion it makes one 
wonder just how manv of these deaths were 
dtw. to natural causes and how many are 
undiscovered a.bortwn cases. It is onL- when 
a case proves fatal or somebodv gets a 
terrible fright that a patient is about 'to die 
that we discovEr that it is a caee of abortion. 
Obvionsl.v, wlwre it can be covered. cutifi­
cates are giYen that give no indication at 
all of abortion as the cause of death. In 
the case that we have been dealing with 
recent!;~· and in which we have b0en endea­
vouring to haYe ~ome n1easure of punish­
ment meted out to the person~ who perform 
t'1coe operations. the girl's death is registered 
in our records as being caused by pneu­
monia. To-day I was reading the particu­
lars of another inquest into the death of a 
young girl of twcr.ty-one from the resu It of 
abortion and find thet the doctor told the 
~irl's. n1other that f'hc v;as suffering from 
pleun::-y. How rnany rn1enJT10nia and 
p1curisy cas('s are rea1ly ca~cs of abortion? 

Our records and statif'tics arc of no use 
and are absolutelv unreliable if we cannot 
accept the ccrtifiC.ate issued b.v a medical 
n1a.n as correct. The further I inYestigate 
thcoe matters and the greater the number Df 
these cases I hunt up, the more confidently 

[Hon. E. J1. Hanlon. 

[ claim that the figures we work upon are 
incorrect. We compile our mortality tables, 
and the causes of death and endeavour to, 
work out some definite plan of improving 
the conditions of life and the health services 
of the State. It is on these figures that we 
base our health policies. As I hav<> pointed 
out, if the cause of death of this little girl 
is put down as pneumonia and not abortion 
well, there is certainly one case that i~ 
entered in the wrong column. 

Ono wonders exactlv how much of this 
kind of thing is going' on. It is imperative 
that the State should make an attempt to 
d<"al with it. We cannot afford to continue 
losing the very necessary infants that should 
be born to become citizpns. We cannot afford 
the waste of female life. Apart altogether 
from ethical grounds, there is a stark neces­
sity to save every life it is possible to save. 

The police department informs me that it 
is very rarely it comes in contact with cases 
of abortion. A very frank statement was. 
given to me the other day by one of my 
officers in the Criminal Investigation Branch 
when I asked him about the matter. The 
department divides abortion. cases into two 
sections-those handled by qualified practi­
tioners, and those handled bv unqualified 
persons. He said, when speaking of the first. 
oection, "We never hear about these cases 
at all." It is those in the second class that 
the police come in contact with. This officer 
ga.ve me a list of abortion cases discovered 
last year. 

To deal briefly with them, here is one case 
where a ma.n was sentenced to five years' 
imprisonment with hard labour. We secured 
a conviction in that case, but. as hon. mem­
bers. rea~ise, it is very difficult to get con­
VJct·ons m such cases, even if the girl live.> 
and tells the whole story. Sometimes a. girl 
will tell a. true story under fear of death; 
if she recovers she is liable to go back on 
her original storv becau'e she does not 
want publicity. Even if the police can ger 
such a girl into the witness-box. her uncor­
roborated evidence is of littll· value. Gener­
ally speaking, in submitting to illegal acts 
she becomes an accomplice, and it is a. rule 
of law tha.t it is dangerous to convict a.n 
accu.sed person on the uncorroborated testi­
mony of an accomplice. So there must be 
corroboration of her storv, even if she tell~-
it. " 

Continuing with this list, we find that thero 
was a 1:ccent case in Toowoomba., where a no 
true bill was filed after the accused wa& 
committed for trial in the police court. 
There was another one in Brisbane in Novem· 
ber last. in w.hich the accused was discharged 
from the pohce court because there was not 
sufficient evidence. In Cloncurrv a case was 
discovered, but no indictment was presented. 
In a somewhat receno South Coast case thE> 
police believe that a qualified ma.n performed' 
the ope\ation, but they could not get suffi­
Cient evidence for .a conviction. 

Here is another case in Brisbane where a 
young girl lost her life. Dr. Derrick, who· 
performed the post-mortem <'xamination, 
assured the court that the o]wration had' 
been carried ont in a skilful wav. In con­
nection with that case I want to' record the 
remarks made by the coroner but befor<' 
doing eo let me say that thc ~edica] ma.n 
who gave evidence excused himself for tell­
ing an nntruth to the girl's mother in not 
mentioning to her that the girl was preg­
nant. He sa.id that he was bound by the· 
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law of confidence between vaticnt and 
doctor. Ile said he had no right to tell the 
girl's mother, becau,-e the patient herself 
waHted the matter kept secret. I do not 
sugge"t that that doctor performed the 
abortion. Jte neither informed the parents 
of the girl nor did he giYe the police any 
infonnation. The coroner, in his remarks, 
said-

'' I cannot help being impressed with 
the thought that these doubtful claims 
to regard a. inYiolate the confidence 
between a medical man and a patient 
on the plea that that latter, in some 
in.stanct.., n1inors, extracted a promise of 
secrecy, and the ~ubsequent attempt Lo 
justify deception or lying to parents 
who are human! entitled to know the 
truth lire lJcing 'made in this court in 
cert.ain das~cs ~-of ca~es, in \Yhich the 
cY1dencc furnishc~ grounds for suspicion 
tha.t illegal an(1 11efarious practices haYe 
been rF,orted to, either hv medical men 
unwortlw of the noble tra~litions of their 
profe~~iOn or by Yile types of won1en.'-

Tho''' remarks came from an officer who 
was handling a great number of these 
ea""· He protPsted a.t the attitude of the 
doctor in giving eYidence. 

HNe is another case in the Vallev. which 
was a fatal one. \Ye were unable t; sustain 
a ca.-c in that instance. In the South Coast· 
district I find anor.her caHc where a girl o£ 
>eventecn died. This list is a long one, and 
I give the~e cases to dernonstrate to mem~ 
bcr;; of Parliament the Ycry great ground 
for concern. 

\Ye must expect the medical profession to 
,,r·cepr ;ome of the reeponsibility for keeping 
the profession clt,an of abuse. If the medical 
profcs,ion would interest themseh·cs in this 
matter. and the bulk of them tell me some­
thing should be done, and that the GoYern­
mc-nt chould do something, ·.ve ;hould be 
better off in the State. This is a matter 
in which we are powerless to act unless the 
medical men themselYes will do something. 
It is for the want of medical evidence that 
most of the discovered cases " go phut.'' 

I want to say, a~. I havn said previously, 
that th~ proportion of doctors who practi"' 
this trade is Yery small, but it must he 
rememberPd that it does not need ft large 
number of such practitioners to do a great 
deal of harm. The criticism that 1 have to 
level against the general body of the pro­
fe"ion is that they arc inclined to keep out 
of anything of thi,; nature; they do not 
wa.nt to be embroiled. Tt is very rrtrely that 
one can find a doctor who will express his 
opinion so frankly and so unreservedlv as 
Sir Raphael Cilm1to has done. The p~!blic 
are getting the impression that the members 
of the profession in general practise this 
evil thing. They are beginning to beliewe 
±hat the medical profession arre no better 
from the p~int of view of professional ethics 
than quacks, and that is where the medical 
profession are doing their own calling a 
tremendous amount of harm. 

Mr. MAHER: I do not think the public 
think that at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH Al'\D 
HOME AFFAIRS : I do not care what the 
hon. gentleman thinks. That is the impres­
sion I have and I think I come into closer 
touch with the public than does the hon. 
gentleman. The impression abroad among 
the public to-day is that that practice is 

widespread, whereas in fact it is not. 
V\'hat is almost universally a.ccepted, how­
eYer, is that one doctor will not disagree 
\Vith another. That is tlw general impres­
sion that the people haYe. They beline that 
one doctor will not tell on another. The 
case that we had recentlv bears that out. 
It is such cases that create that impression, 
and the public regard the medical profes­
sion as a whole as subscribing to the first 
con1n1andment of the razor gang. th.a,t 
" Thou shalt not squeal.'' That is the view 
the public haYc of the matter-" Thou shalt 
not squeal." That is not the correct view. 
In the interests of the welfare of the 
medical profession as well as in the 
interests of the public. the members of the 
medical profession must accept the respon­
sibility that is on them. 

rrhif' morning thP "Courler-~1ail.'' in a 
leading articie, attempts to attract public 
attention a way from the responsibility c£ 
the professional medical man. ·The 
".Courier-Mail" is endeaYotuing to n1ake 
the people believe that the police hav~ the 
rrsponsibilit!· of prewnting this practiC'P. 
and through the police, the Government. 
An cndcftvour is made to :'addle the GoYcrn­
ment with the responsibility of putting down 
this practice. 

Mr. :'\nnro: The · are not far wrong. 
are they'! 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH Ai\D 
HOME AFFAIRS: The bon. member has 
been \HOng so oftC'n tha.t I suppose it is all 
right for him to be wrong again. 

1\lr. M\XWELL: It is a good leader. any­
how. 

The SECHETARY FOH HEALTH A::\'D 
HO:YIE AFFAIRS: It is'not a aood !cadet 
because it distorts the trnth. ~and whil~ 
that _might appeal to hen. members oppo­
''te 1t does not appc·al to me and it does 
not appeal to anybody who wants to do the 
nght thing bv the communitv. One member 
of the Meclical Board. ,"Vriting to the 
"Courier-J\fail" J ''sterday, dif;torted the 
tJ nth again. He said that the Medical 
Board cannot deal with this evil unless 
tl1ere a.re com·ictions before the court. That 
1s false, :Y1r. Speaker, and nobodv knows it 
better than the mcdi('al gentleman who 
wrote that letter. And the editor of the 
"Courier-Mail " is aware of the fact that 
it is false, because his representatives have 
discussed the matter with officero of my 
department. They know that the Medical 
B arc! has power to deal with this evil, and 
they know that the i\Iedical Board shirb 
that duty on cw·ry occasion upon which it 
i' laid at its door. 

The Medical Board is given wider powers, 
I suppose than any other similOtr body in 
the community, and it is giYen those powers 
ir: all parts of the British Empire. It is 
gn·en those powers in order that it may 
keep the profession clean in the interests 
of the communitY. Parliament created that 
board under the ::Y1edical Act, but Parlia­
ment did not create the board for the pur­
pose of safeguarding the financial interests 
of the medical lii'Of<':,sion. Parliament 
crvated the board to safeguard the interests 
of the community as a whole. While the 
members of the board readily recognise any­
thing that threatens the financial interests 
of the profession they fail to carry out their 
cbligations to the community. 

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.] 
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The other dav the board displayed tre­
mendous activi'tv because some highly 
'lualified men entitled to be registered and 
practise in Great Britain, but coming from 
Germany, demande? , registration here. 
Having the quahficat10n necessary for 
registration and practice in Engli'nd, they 
had the right to demand to be registered 
here provided thev were of good fame and 
that' there was nothing against them. If 
there is anvthing against their character, 
the Medical Board here can refuse to register 
them. There was nothing against their 
character, they were of good fame, but the 
Medical Board still wanted to prevent them 
from practising because it was introducing 
more competition. That was the reason. 

Can any hon. member imagine what would 
happen if anv doctor in Brisbane inserted 
an advertisem-ent in the "Courier-Mail" to 
the effect that he would give good medical 
sen·ice at his surgery for a fee of 2s. 6d. 
or 5s. a visit? Would not the Medieal 
Board quiddv wipe him off the register for 
a breach of· the ethics of the profession? 
He would so.on go if he advertised that he 
would giYe a good, clean, wholesome service 
at a cheap rate. 

The Medical Board has power to deal with 
persons of infamous character, and the power 
is expressed in an Act of .Parliament. That 
power was expressed in an opinion that the 
Medical Board received from counsel who 
had been asked to advise it what its powers 
were. This is part of the opinion that it 
received-

" If anv registered medical practi­
tioner .. : shall after due inqmry be 
adjudged by the board to. have been 
guilty of infamous conduct m a pr?fe~­
sional respect ... the board m~J;y, 1f 1t 
sees fit. direct the Registrar to erase the 
name of such medical practitioner from, 
the register." 

"Infamous conduct" is not defined in the 
~et Obviouslv if we tried to define " infa­
~o~s conduct,;,• every malpractice that was 
not included would be bevond the control 
of the board. " Infamous conduct " is defined 
by practice and was laid down in England 
in 1894 in the case of Allmson versus the 
General Council of Medical Education and 
Registration. In that case the court held 
that-

" If it is shown that a medical man, 
in pursuit of his profes,ion, has done 
something with regard to it which would 
be reasonablv regarded as disgraceful. or 
dishonourable by his professional breth­
ren of good repute and competency, the!' 
it is open to the General Med1cal Counml 
to say that he has been guilty of infamous 
conduct in a professional respect." 

That was wide enough, but the trouble _is 
that medical men will not say that certam 
conduct is "infan1ous conduct." "Infamous 
conduct" cannot be defined by law. The 
medical men have power to decide it. 

That rule has been adopted here too. It 
was adopted bv :VIr. Justice Henchman in the 
ca'e of Barlo~ v. The Queensland Medical 
Board. It has be on, adopted in other parts 
of the British Empire. Only medical men 
of good repute can determine whether cer­
tain condud is conduct that they would 
regard as infamous or dishonourable. If 
a medical man i;,sues a certificate to the effect 
that a uirl who hrcd been in his care for 
s0veral ~eeks and had d1ed of septic abor­
tion had died from pneumonia and that 
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<:nnduct is regarded by the profession aso 
honourable and decent, then I am sorry for­
the people of Queensland. 

Mr. MAHER: \Vhv did vou not take action, 
in terms of the · report of Sir Ra,phael 
Cilento? 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS: The hon. gentleman 
fails lamentably to appreciate the situation. 
The Government and the Parliament of 
Queensland crBated a board of medical men, 
conferrin~ on them that authority and 
responsibility. They have the power if they 
think that the conduct of any individual is, 
dishonourable. That is to say, if they think 
an ordinary general practitioner is not of 
good repute and competency they have the, 
power to suspend his registration for a period 
or wipe him out altogether. 

Mr. MAHER: Is not abortion a crime? 
The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 

HOME AFFAIRS: Yes. 
Mr. MAHER: Why not take the necessary 

action against the offender in this case? 
The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 

HOME AFFAIRS: Because there is not 
sufficient evidence. A medical man went 
to the coroner's inquirv and said that the 
case was not one of abortion. He was a, 
covering practitioner-a consultant-brought 
in by the first doctor. He did not regard 
him as an abortionist at all. He came in 
and also diagnosed the cause of death in this 
case as pneumonia. That is the complaint. 
When the consultant was brought in it was, 
his dutv as an honourable and decent mem­
ber of 'the medical profession to inform the 
police promptly, but he took the view of 
the first doctor. Then. when a certificate was 
required under the Cremation Act an inde­
pendent doctor was called in to giYe a 
certificate, and he simply confirmed the 
diagnosis of the other doctor. 

2\fr. MAHER: How' can you ask the Medical 
Board to take action on· that? 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS: I can onlv a.sk the 
Medical Board to accept the aut'hority and 
responsibility that is placed on them .!Jv 
Parliament. If they do not, then Parlia­
ment will have to find some other means, 
of suppressing this practice. If the }1edical 
Board will not accept that responsibility, 
will Pa,rliament permit this board to say 
that its will shall not be obeyed? If that 
is the case we shall have to find some other, 
method of dealing with the situation. That 
is the fact of the position-that the Medical 
Board has refused to accept its responsibility. 

Mr. MAHER: Do you mean to say that all 
the resources of the criminal law cannot 
stop abortion if the Government set their, 
will to do so? 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS : All my powers of elo­
quence and logic would be insufficient to. 
make the hon. gentleman understand the 
position. 

:VIr. }1AHER: That does not get away from 
the fact that abortion can be stamped out if 
directions are gin'l to that effect. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 
'fhe SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AXD 

HOJYIE AFFAIRS : The board a,pproached 
me after a famous case that occurred at 
the Brisbane General Hospital. There a, 
medical man who was giving honorary ser­
vice to the community gave directions that 
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~ certain patient had to have her teeth 
removed. He told her not to go to the 
Dental Hospital conducted by the Brisbane 
and South Coast District Hospitals Board 
because she would not get satisfactory treat­
ment there. H'e said, " I will give you 
a letter to take to a dentist who will do 
the job properly." That was a libel on an 
institution conducted by the board, buc that 
is by the way. The good lady went to a 
dentist other than the one recommended to 
her. He extracted her teeth and she was 
quite satisfied. Later on she found the 
letter of introduction in her bag and opened 
it to see what it was. This is what this 
honorary medical man said:-

" Dear Mr. So-and-So (giving the name 
of the dentist), 

" Herewith Mrs. Anderson (I think the 
name was) for you to butcher. She has 
a few quids and we may as well earn 
some.'' 

Mr. Nnr:.v10: I don't believe that. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS: I do not care a hoot 
what the hon. member believes. I am 
quoting what the letter said. I referred 
that case to the Medical Board. 'I'hey told 
me that there was a provision in the 
M_edical Act ~imiting their power to deal 
w1th the medical man concerned. P,.r!ia­
ment removed that limitation. That enabled 
tho board to deal with c.tses of that nature 
in the future. The definition of " infainous 
conduct " has now been made as wide as 
possible, but still the Medical Board has 
taken shelter behind a legal opinion, not the 
law that has been laid down by the courts 
in England in regard to men of good repute 
and c_ompetence. Yet they sent it to a lawyer 
~ho IS not a medical man; but, like lawyers 
m all cases, they can find a wa v of getting 
round these things. · 

The do8tor concerned published a state­
ment in the Press in which he sai-d the 
coroner exonerated him and said he did not 
abort the girl. The actual remarks of the 
coroner are worth reading, because they 
convey the opinion of the judiciary on 
this practice. The remarks of the coroner at 
one stage. as contained in the police report. 
arc a3 follows :-

,,In my opinion Dr. Ros' did not abort 
the girl, as it looks too clumsy a job 
for a doctor with the know ledge and skill 
of Dr. Ross, although the evidence is 
conclusive that the girl had been 
aborted." 

::\lr. :VIA HER: Who said that'! 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AKD 
HOME AFFAIRS: The coroner. At 
another stage the coroner remarked-

" Or-dinary laymen, after hearin<r the 
evidence, must come to the conclusion 
that the girl had been aborted, but the 
evidence does not disclose who did abort 
the girl, or whether it was accidental or 
naturally." 

The ncedical profession will not back them 
up. To say the coroner acquitted him after 
a statement of that kind is rather amusing. 

That is the position that we find in this 
matter. I say definitely the people are 
<•ntit'ed to know that the practice is as com-
111011 as v~·e knovv it is. Parliament is 
entitled to know. If we give to a board of 
medical men privileges and powers and 
authority that we do not give to other sec-

tions of the community, they should accept 
the responsibility of thosB privileges, powers, 
and authority. Every hon. member recog­
nises the confidential nature of the work 
performed by medical men, but that does not 
give i;hem authority to conceal crime; they 
have to accept the responsibility that goes. 
with authority and with privilege. The only 
way the medical profession can cure what is 
one of the evils of the agB-the flight of th& 
people to the quack-is to re-establish the­
prestige of the profession in the minds of 
the public. They can do that if they have­
the courage. 

Mr. l>fAHRR: If I were in your shoes I 
would put Ross in the dock despite what 
legal men say. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS : The hon. gentleman is 
talking in his usual childish, ignorant 
manner. If the hon. gentleman were in my 
shoes he would put nobody in the dock. I 
cannot put people in the dock; that is a 
matter for the officials of the Crown Law 
Office. These pa]: cl's were sent to the Crown, 
Law OfticB, and they advise there is not 
enough evidence to justify a prosecution .. 
The Medical Board, who are outside the law, 
could investigate these things and deal with 
persons who are guilty of conduct that they 
think is detrimental to the good name of the, 
profession. 

Mr. MAHER: You want nothing better than 
Sir Raphael Cilento's report. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEAL'.i.'H AND 
HOME AFFAIRS: The Medical Board 
should need nothing more. 'Ibey did not act 
on it. That is the summing-up by a medical 
man on the evidence. As a layman I am not 
i<l a position to dispute medical facts with 
medical men. So I asked Sir Raphael Cilento, 
to read through the depositions. I read 
th"ough the depositions in case after case, 
which. by the way, takes hours of wearisome 
reading. It was so staggering to me to think 
that no action could be taken that I asked 
Sir Raphael Oilento to take the depositions 
and read them through and give m£ his 
opinion on them, and that is the opinion I 
have given here. That is the opinion of one 
of the leading medical men of the country. 

I think in view of our general health, 
standard that we need in this count,ry a 
national health scheme. \Ye need a national 
health insurance scheme not on! v in this 
State. but in all other States. If. a scheme 
of that kind is to be inaugurated it must 
provide for all the people who need ser­
vices, whether employed or unemployed, and 
it must provide for all the services those 
people need. A scheme that provides for a 
section of the working people or provides fo1· 
onlv some of the illnesses thev are subject 
to ;s of no value. I say there is an oppor­
tunitv for the C-lmmonwealth and State 
GoYe~·nments to do something in collabora­
tion on this matter. It is too large a con­
nact for the State Government nowadays, 
when they arc finding it difficult to balance 
their income and expenditure accounts, but 
there is an opportunity for the Common­
wealth Government to do something big and 
help the States in putting into effect a 
national health scheme that will ensure for 
i<he community proper and adequate medical 
attEcntion and hospital service. It must also 
ac:'3ure then1 of some means of sustaining 
their homes vvhilst they are incapacitated 
and suffering also from the consequent loss 
of income. 

l-Ion. E. M. Hanlon.] 
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A gentleman brought from England has 
recommended a scheme to the Commonwealth 
Government, but it is such a weird proposal 
that this State will have nothing to do with 
it. It proposes a tax of 3s. a week, 1s. 6d. 
a week on e.ach \vage-earner and the same 
.amount on the employer of each wage-earner. 
Of the 3s. weekly which it is proposed shall 
::.e taken for this fund, 1s. 3d. will be 
)Xpended on giving to the insured person 
mly-not an unemployed person-the m·din­
Jry benefits that he can get from a friendly 
wciety or lodge. He will have the right to 
the serYices of a general medical practitioner, 
free medicine, and maintenance for twenty­
~ix >veeks at £1 a week, and a smaller sum 
thereafter. 

But the scheme makes no prO\·ision at all 
for the expelbiYe medical scn·ice'. If a 
man suffers from a :,erious illnl ·S. or has to 
undergo a serious operation, he is passed on 
by the general medical practitioner to " 
~pecialist, who charges what he likes. He 
alw gets the account for any amount that a 
priYate hospital may like to debit him with. 
l'\o provision at all is ~.nade for serious 
illnesses. rrhe ·worry of a working man on 
a regular wage is not the 10s. 6d. visits to 
the doctor, or the measlf'<, or the prescription 
for influenza. These minor illnessPs do not 
break the soh-encv of thE home. Those that 
break the heart of the wage-earner are the 
ones that lca.-e him with a medical bill of 
from forty to flft:-' guineas to meet and take 
him a. number of years to pick up. Any 
scheme of national insurance that does nv< 
provide for ·all services. expensive as well as 
·cheap. is only waste of time. 

The other 1s. 9d. of the amount of 3s. that 
is to be taken, is to be diverted to a fund 
to provide for old-age and invalid pensions. 

That is not a national health insurance 
Bcheme. 1t is onlv a confidence trick on the 
<?ommunitv to refer to such a scheme as a 
national ·health insurance scheme. It is 
merelY n scheme that will ensure to the 
gener::.l medical practitioner the payment of 
round about 6d. or 9d. a week from eYerv 
wage-earner iu his distri~t. Xo provision is 
made at all for the serious ills that befall 
the workers of this country. 

There will have to be co-operation of thL 
Commonwealth and State Governments to 
solve this problem, as there will have to be 
in maternal welfare ser,-ice also. We have 
done remarkably well in this State in this 
regard. but we have had no co-operation 
from the Commonwealth Government. Some 
little time since we forwarded a scheme to 
the National Health Council, but I notice 
that in this evening's Press another scheme 
f,as been proposed on the eve of an election. 
Gnder our scheme, for each babv born Com­
monwealth and State Governments would 
pav £1 into a fund to be used to provide 
th~ nec€ssarv services in the homes while 
the mothers· >Yere being confined. JYiost of, 
the trouble that affi.ict women after child­
birth occurs to those confined at home. These 
women worry as to the welfare of the family, 
and do not remain in bed the time necessary 
to rest their organs and recover thei"r 
strength. The Commonwealth Government 
have taken £1 off the baby bonus, and 
were they to put that £1 and the States to 
pav in another £1, every mother con­
fined in her own home could be provided 
with skilled attention. and the children and 
home could be cared for whilst she was 
confined to bed. There is great room for 
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co-operation, but in five years we have not 
been able to get one pennyworth of eo-opera· 
tion from the Commonwealth Government. 

All these matters have to be solved if 
there is to be an improvement in the 
standard of the health of the people of 
this State and the Commonwealth. and there 
is everv reason for the G'overnments to 
co-operate. It will be for the benefit of 
the people of this country. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOGR AND 
f:'\DUSTRY (lion. M. P. Hynes, Tou·n.,­
rille) [7.25 p.m.]: I wish to make a brief 
reply to some of the misleading statements 
of the Leader of the Opposition. One would 
expect some masterly force to emanate from 
the leader of a big political party, but we 
find he is content to indulc-e in partisan 
criticism with a .-iew to gaining some politi­
cal advantage at the forthcoming Federal 
election and later at the State election. 

The hon. gentleman rep<"ated a statement 
he has been making through the eon,titu­
encies in Queensland that the relief tax was 
unfairly distributed. He particularly 
referred to the rural districts. That state­
ment is untrue, and his statement that there 
are onlY tweh-e centres in which intermit­
tent relief labour is employed is as accurate 
as n1o:-t of the statcnu~nt:'i he L.1s rnade in 
thif> House. 

Mr. :\IAHER: How many are there? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOl:R A:\'D 
INDl'STRY: There are sixty-eight c<>ntres 
that arc receiving intermittent relief work 
at the pre•.ent time. At the inception of 
this sclteme local authorities were written 
to and a,ked to co-Op'lrate with the Gm·ern­
ment. Those that replied that they would do 
so to the fullest extent had the intermittent 
relief scheme applied to their districts. 

It has been said that we have distributed 
the money to purely city electorate', and in 
the metropolitan area. That is not so. I hope 
I am not imposing on the indulgence of the 
House, but I think it necessarv for me to 
give an account of each dist-rict that is 
employing relief labour at the present time 
m order to combat the statements made bv 
the Leader of the Opposition. The inter­
mittent relief scheme is operating at these 
placef-

Ayr, Barcaldine, Beaudesert, Been­
leigh, Bendemere, Belyando. Booringa, 
Bo" en, Bundaberg, BmTum, Caboolture, 
Cairns City, Cairns Shire, Calliope, Card­
well, Charleville, Charters Towers, Chin­
chilla, Cle.-eland, Coolangatta, Dalby, 
Degilbo, Drayton, Fitzroy, Gladetone. 
Glengallan, Gooburrum, Goolman, Goon­
diwindi. Gympie, Highfields, Ipswich, 
Isis, Jericho, J ohnstone, J ondaryan, 
Kilcoy, Living-stone, Longreach, Mackay, 
Maroochy, Maryborough, Mirani, More­
ton, Mount Morgan, Nerang, Xoo~a. 
Pioneer, Proserpine, Redcliffe, Rock­
hampton, Roma, Sarina, Southport, 
Thuringowa, Tingalpa, Toowoomba, 
Townsville, \V ambo. \Vangaratta, ·war­
wick, 'Waterford, \Vidgee, \Yoongarra, 
and Main Roads Commission. 

I wish to emphasise the fact, notwithstand­
ing the statement made by the Leader of the 
Opposition, that only 50.9 per cent. of the 
intermittent relief labour is in the metro­
politan area compared with 49.1 per cent. 
in the country districts. That disposes of 
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the statement that there is an unfair distri­
lmtion of relief funds so far as the employ­
ment of intermittent labour is concerned. 

\Vhat is hurting hon. members of the 
Opposition is that this party has made good 
ite promises and fulfilled the pledges it made 
to the people in 1932. 

Mr. MAXWELL : I do not believe it. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: The hon. member believes it 
in his own heart. 

\Ye said that we were going to deal 
effectively with unemployment. We appre­
ciated the fact that the paramount problem 
exercising the minds of all Governments 
throughout the civilised world was the 
absorption in useful employment of those 
citizens who were thrown out of wo-rk 
during the depression. I say that we have 
fulfilled this promise. Let me quote again 
the figures that were mentioned by the 
Leader of the Opposition this afternoon. 
\\'e have reduced the percentage of regis­
tered unemployed unionists from 19.7 to 5.4. 
Those figures bear eloquent testimony to 
the fact that this party has fulfilled its 
pledges to the people aJ<d has carried out 
every promise that it made concerning the 
absorption of the unemployed in UISeful 
industry. 

The method that we have adopted in pursu­
ing that policy has been that of subsidising 
local authorities and other local bodies for 
the purpose of enabling them to carry out 
useful .service'' for the people, services that 
otlrerw1sc could not have been undertaken. 
That, in my opinion, was one of the chief 
factors that enabled this Government to 
give effect to their policy of providing 
employment at full award rates and con­
ditions. We have dealt more effectively 
with this problem of unemployment than 
a!)y other Governmcmt in the Commonwealth 
have done. I want to say so plainly that 
I cannot possiblv be misunderstood tha.t 
this Government "are doing more for their 
unemployed citizens than any other Govern­
rn{'nt in Australia are doing, 

Mr. Nnnro: They are the worst off in 
the Commonwealth. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I:\DL:'STRY: I havo had the opportunity 
of personally investigating the relief s.vstems 
ir, operation in the various States. I have 
tallu•d with the Ministers for Labour and 
Industry in those States and-they arc not 
as narrow minc!Pd as the hon. members who 
occun-, the Opposition benches in this 
House. They all agreed that the Queens­
land Government have been more liberal in 
dealing with this question than any other 
State Government in the Commonwealth. 

I th;nk it was during the course of the 
debate on the Address in Reply that I heard 
ono hon. mem\:Jer referring to the scheme, 
in operation in Victoria. I should like t.o 
JlDint out that the relief scheme in opera­
tion in that State was one of the most 
niggardly of all. the schemes in the Com­
monwealth until the Dunstan Government 
cbta'n cl the supp:rt of the Labour Party 
to keep them in office. They were then able 
to effect CPrtain improvements to that 
~ehen1e. There has bten son1e improvement 
in the Victorian scheme in recent times, but 
notwitt1standing that impro,~ementJ we are 
still more liberal to the unemployed in 

Queensland than are the Government in 
Victoria. 

The method of ascertaining the eligibility 
of an applicant for relief is quite different 
in the other States from what it is here. 
Here a certain proportion of the . incom.e 
coming into the home of the apphcant IS­

disregarded. That is not so in other States. 
Here we do not question a man about the· 
amount of money that he has earned in the 
twelve months immediately preceding the 
date of his application for relief. In the· 
other States including vVestern Australia, 
and other States in which Labour Govern­
ri1ents are in power, a man is questioned• 
and if it is found that he has earned lk 
certain sum in the twelve months immedi­
atelv preceding the date of his application 
his -;.equest for relief is rejected. I venture· 
to assert that if the Victorian scheme wa!> 
in operation in Queensland I could wipe oft 
50 per cent. of the number who are now 
benefiting under the Queensland scheme, 
We do not want to do that. We think that 
it is the bounden duty of Governments-of: 
Labour Governments in particular-to 
relieve distress and destitution, and to help, 
those persons who canno~ help themselvesf 
and we are doing that m a more hbera 
manner than any other State in the Com· 
monwealth is doing at present. 

Reference was ·made to the increase in the 
number of mv staff at head office. I think 
the Leader of the Opposition referred to the 
matter. and quoted from the report that. 
was submitted to this House last year by: 
the Under Secretary for Labour a?? Indl\s­
try The Leader of the Opposition said· 
tha·t in 1931-32 there were nine officers ~h 
head office-in this report the numbe! 1s. 
set down as ten-and now there are thuty­
eight. I should like. to point out that we 
ha vc removed the rehef office staff from the· 
Edward street building to head office, and I 
should also like to mention that until 1932' 
the schcm<' was in its infancy and that. t~e 
salaries of most of the clerks who admmls­
tered the scheme were paid out of the 
lTnemplovment Insurance Fund and other 
trust fun.cls. and only some of them out of· 
consolidated revenue. In those days the 
YJ:oorc Government were not doing anything 
like the work that we arc doing now. 

In 1931 there was only one form of relief 
tax-a flat rate of 3d. in the £1, \Yhethcr the 
taxpayer earned £1 a year or £10,00Q a. 
vear. In mv opinion that was an unJUSt 
~ystem, and "it doe~ n.ot commend itself ~o 
hon members on th1s s1de of the House. V\ e 
intr~duced a graduated relief. tax. so that. 
persons in receipt .of hig-her . m comes were 
expected to p<ty a hig~er rate m the £1, and 
are still paying a higher rate m the £1, 
than those on smaller incomes. .It must be 
admitted that when we are admm1stermg a 
:.cheme that pro-,-idcs for. four grades of 
taxes more clerks are requ1red to _carry out 
the work effectively. That is prec1scly what 
has occurred in tl;is connection. 

Mr. MooRE: Why? 
The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A="D· 

INDL'STRY: BecauBe there iB more work 
to d} vvherc there are four grade:-; of taxes 
instead of only one or two. 

1\Ir. MAXWELL: There are fe\Ycr unem­
ployed, according to the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUH Ac-JD 
IC'JDUSTRY: But an increase in the gradco. 
of tax means more work. 

Hon. Jl. P. Hynes.] 
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I should also like to remind hon. members 
opposite that the previous Government made 
no effort to provide work for the unem­
ployed beyond the chipping of grass and the 
employment of men on railway-conditioning 
work at starvation wages. They were 
paid £3 a week, but their wages were 
stopped in wet weather. I remember getting 
a letter from the organiser of the Australian 
Workers' Union in the North Coast district, 
where this work was being carried out, who 
said that the men did not average more than 
£4 4s. a fortnight, and they were obliged to 
live a•.-av from home and maintain their 
families elsewhere. These men were virtually 
wo;·king and stnrving as a re.mlt of the con­
ditions imposed by the Moore Go.-ernment. 
\Ve remedied that, and men who are now 
doing a similar class of work enjoy full 
award rates and conditions. with some 
security of a long job on railway recondi­
tioning on the North Coast. 

\\" e have also converted intermittent relief 
schemes in the metropolihtn area and 
throughout the State into jobs providing for 
full award rates and conditions. That is 
the objective of this party-gradually to con­
vert intermittent relief schemes to full-time 
jobs--and notwithstanding the carping criti­
cisrn of hon. n1crnbers opposite we are carry­
ing it out effectively. 

VV e also claim that more staff is required 
to carrv out the numerous activities asso­
ciated ;,.,ith the Department of Lahour and 
lndustrv to-dav. None of the schemes that 
I am about to enumerate were attempted 
under the J'vloore regime. For instance, we 
have given financial aid to needy cotton 
growers, and clerks are required to adminis­
ter that policy. Let me review the condi­
tions that led up to this Government's 
deciding to help the cotton farmers i.i the 
Biloela and other cotton-growing district,, 
of the State. 

Mr. T. L. VVILLIAMS: The Queensland 
Cotton Board does not want you to discon­
tinue. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
IKDl:STRY: The cotton growers themselves 
do not want me to discontinue the assistance, 
and I take very much more notice of the 
cotton farmers than I do of the Queensland 
Cotton Board. When I was appointed to 
mv prcsc>nt office it was represented to me 
th"at cotton growers in certain districts were 
ha.-ing a Lad time owing to adverse seasonal 
conditions. They were faced w1th the alter­
natiYe of walking off their farms and joining 
the ranks of the unemployed in the city 
to do work of an uneconomic nature. The 
work performed at that time was of that 
class. 

The hon. members for ::"lormanby and Port 
Curtis approached me, and in consequence 
of their representations it was decided by 
the Cabinet to give necessitous cotton· 
growers loans from the l:nemployment Relief 
Fund to enable them to clear land and pre­
pare the soil for the cotton crop. We 
despatched wme of our best officers to 
the centres in the cotton-growing districts 
in order to administer this policy sympa­
theticallv as expeditiously as possible. 'The 
result o"f that policy makes me intensely 
proud. It enabled these cotton growers to 
remain on their farms, prepare their 
land for the oncoming season's crop, 
and imtead of augmenting the ranks of 
the 'unem played in the cities and towns, to 
become wealth producers. A large number 
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of these cotton farmers arc now doing well for 
themselves and have become well established. 
I have received a request from the cotton­
growers, and as the hon. member for Port 
Curtis said, the Queensland Cotton Boa:d, 
asking me to continue this policy wherever 
it is necessarv. I am pleased to state that 
most of these advances have been repaici to 
the department. 

Hon. members opposite claim that we nevt:r 
help the people in the rural areas, and that 
our attention 'is, .alwavs focused on the 
industrialists in the cities a:nd towns. vYe 
have given the people in the rural areas a 
full measure of assistance. In fact. we have 
given them more help than the} have ever got 
from their alleged friends the Country· 
Kationalist Party. We have also given 
generous aid to the dairy farmers, the wheat 
farmers, and all those persono on the land 
who arc having a bad time. Tobacco gro\Ycrs 
have come in for special consideration. That 
is because their failure was greater than 
that of other farmers. Full rations were 
issued to them as to men in the city, although 
dairy farmers and other farmers who are 
able to produce some of their own require­
ments only obtained a ration equal to three· 
quarters of the regular schedule. 'fhe 
tobacco grower farms land that very often 
will not produce anything but tobacco. 
Usuallv. tobacco land is not fit for the culti­
vati'on, of any other crop. Of course, there 
arc exceptions. The Government in their 
!5enerosity. and I think they were wise, as 
the toba~co growers were fully entitled to 
it. conceded them full rations, the same as 
the industrial workers. To-day many of 
these tobacco growers are independent. 
Their position is due to the aid previously 
rendered by the department. They are grate­
ful to the department for the help afforded 
to them. 

I also point out that we have given 
generous assistance to mining. All this 
<tssistance created additional administrative 
work and more labour was required in the 
administration of the department. My 
department has spent tremendously in recent 
years. It has been necessary to have the 
department effieientlv manned to ensure the 
effective carrying out of the work. We 
helped the miner t~ the extent of £20,000 
last year. We adopted a special scheme in 
relation to the miners at Charters Towers. 
Instead of putting these men to do work for 
the local authority, which was uneconomic 
as there were not the same facilities there 
as in other cities and towns, approved men 
previously engaged on intermittent work 
were allowed to go out and work on mining 
shows fi.-e days a week. They received the 
wage they would have received if employed 
by the local authority cutting vines and 
undergrowth from the streAts and footpaths. 

Mr. \VELLINGTOX: And they are thankful 
for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
IKDl:STRY: Tho hon. member for Charters 
Towers, who has given me a great deal of 
help in the launching of this experiment. 
i~ entitled to some commendation for its 
success. As the hon. member for Charters 
Towers could tell the House, many of these 
men who were assisted are to-day> independ­
ent, and it appears as though they would 
never need further relief. 

We have also given some attention to 
banana farming. That was one of our early 
experimental schemes. We did not sit down 
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lil•.e the previous Government did and say 
that a good time would come, and endeavour 
to bring about that good time by taking part 
in a poverty competit:on by reducing wages 
ana thereby reducing the purchasing· power 
of the people; we embarked on a scheme 
that was instrumental in taking over 100 
poor families from the cities and placing 
them on banana farms in the countrv. ::Ylanv 
of these ha n> become land-minded, an~l 
although some of them have left banana­
growing the:, havo engaged in other rural 
industries. 

That is some of the work that has caused 
an increase in the numJer of people emploved 
in my department. · 

:Ylr. NI.UIER: A fmv lnmdred pounds out 
of £3.000.000. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOrR A:'-!D 
I::\DrSTRY: Does the Leader of the Oppo­
sition sugge>,t that we should cut out the 
help we arc giYing to tlw peop1e \vorking in 
Dnr nual industries? Does he suggest that 
we should cut out help given to the cotton 
growers, to the destitnto farmers and other 
person~, in order to st:xf' the \vages of a fe·w 
r:crks? I sav definitC'lv this Governn1Pnt 
are not going· to cntertE{in any propo~al , of 
that kind. \Yo want to be fair to evcrv 
section of thL~ ron1munit:-T. and I believe that 
all '''ctiom of the communitl· ;ere thankful 
to the GoYcrnment for their 'relief policy. 

'Ye are also g-iving a~sistance to pro~pcc­
tiYe mothPrs. \Ve are giving further assist­
ance to intermittent relief workers who arP 
ill and 'lll11ble to work: the·, are now entitled 
to draw relief pay dLuing the time they 
are off, up to eight \Yecks jn any one year. 
All this m<>ans extrr work for the depart· 
111ent that is adnlini::5iPring these f'chcrnes. 

It is true \Ye are collecting a large an1ount 
in taxation, but it is equally true that the 
money is being prudPntly spent on the object 
for which it was collected-to give employ­
n1ent in useful industry to persons who were 
unemployed. \Ye aro definitely doing that. 
The figures I have quoted demonstrate wo 
are doing the job we undertook to do-to 
find work for the unemployed. I say wirhout 
fear of contraclictic,n that with the finances 
and the facilities at our di~11osal we haYe 
carried out our job thoroughly. 

I also remind hon. members oppo,ite that 
there is also another large section of the com­
munity who haYe been enabled to obtain 
unemployment relief since the period of 
1929-32. I refer to the single men. The 
only single men who w0re entitled to 'cceivo 
any help when the ~.!oore Government were 
in power were those who walked from police 
station to police station in order to qualifv 
-for 6s. worth of rations. · 

Mr. MAXWEL!.: They were sent by the 
JYleCormack Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: It is no use saying what was 
clone under the JY1cCormack Government 
During that time and that of the preYious 
Go,-ernment a large number of these single 
n1en were engaged in n~eful employment as 
vroducers in industry. One of the first 
r,dministratiYe acts that I undertook was 
to bring in 11,000 young men who previously 
had been denied any help under the scheme. 
Naturally the services of clerks were 
required to deal with this large section of 
the community who were morallv entitled 
to assistance under the Moore Government 

hut did not get it. They were brought 
within the scheme and allowed to stay in 
the wholesome environment of their own 
homes. Later we gave them a full day's 
w·ork a vveek at award rates. 

Hon. members opposite should also be 
reminded that many of the unemployment 
relief jobs to-day are being carried out by 
this Gm·ernment at full-time award rates 
and conditions. There is the sewerage 
scheme in the metropolis in which, under 
th€ pr0vious Government. the men were 
working hard for £3 a week. The avera,ge 
wage on that job to-day I suppose would be 
£5 a week. This Gm·ernment have effected 
1 hese improvements. \Vork at Breakfast 
Creek is being done from moneys of the 
l:'nemployment Relief Fund. That job was 
previously carried on under intermittent 
rdi-ef conditions, but is now a full-time job 
at award rates. 

The De11artment of Labour and Industry 
is co-operating with the Public Estate 
Improvement Branch of the Department of 
Public Lands. An unsightly swamp existed 
at the Sandgato approach to the Hornibrook 
Highway. That swamp is being reclaimed. 
not w·ith intermittent relief labour but 
workmen who are given the full award rates 
and conditions, 
GoYER~DIENT J\IE:UBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: A large number of the inter­
mittent relief workers were transferred from 
Sandgate to this work. The hon. member 
for Sandgate >vas chiefly instrumental in 
having this work undertaken. The swamp 
,,-ill be filled, the foreshores attended to, 
and eventually the blocks will be offered to 
the public on 'perpetual lease conditions and 
the Public Estate Improvement Branch 
recouped by the proceeds of the sale. That 
work is serving a two-fold purpose; the 
removal of a mosquito-infested swamp and 
the making of a beautiful suburb. Eventually 
there will be roads and parks in that area 
and in the not-far-distant future it will 
constitute one of the finest suburbs in the 
metropolitan are~. 

GO\'ER:;'l\1£;-{T 1\IE:IlBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
IKDGSTRY: These are sorr.2 of the works 
we have undertaken and they provide rea­
sons for the increase in the staff in the 
various offices. 

The Department of Forestry has also been 
given a'·,<Sistance. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Take it <casy. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I:\DUSTRY: I am not taking it easy. 
am not s::> modest as to sit down and suck 
my thumb while hon. members opposite 
critrcrse mv department and fill "Han­
sard. with their utterances so that their 
constituents mav read them. '\Ve give 
assistance for the building of roads into 
tim]Jer land in the northern portion of the 
Stat-e. This gives employment and at the 
same time provides access to the great 
timber wealth lying there. \Ye also help 
the Sub-DepartmeHt, Qf Forestry to train 
bovs. One of the finest tasks that that sub­
dei)artmcnt has undertaken is the training 
of youths in forestry work. The boys arc 
paid a fair wage and I think there are 100 
or 200 employed at the present time doing 
this very useful work and learning to be 
useful citizens. 

Hon. M. P. Hynes.] 
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Those are some of the things we are doing. 
I could speak all night on what Labour has 
done to vindicate its selection in 1932 and 
1935. Every fair·minded man and woman 
will give credit to the Labour Party for th" 
manner in which it has handled the unem· 
ployment problem in Queensland. 

I am optimisti<;; enough to think that in 
the not very distant future we shall be able 
to discontinue intermittent relief work 
altogether. I say plainly that the scheme 
that I inherited from my predecessor, Mr. 
Sizer, has been abhorrent to me. We haJ 
to get rid of it gradually, and that i~ what 
we are doing. 

I point out that it is necessary in the 
administration of such a large se heme a• 
this to employ an inspectorial staff. We 
have had to pay heed to the fact that there 
are some persons who would practise fraud 
in any scheme of the magnitude as this. 
We have had frauds perpetrated in other 
States of the Commonwealth. It was my 
duty to see that this fund which is under 
my personal administration; was not unduly 
or illegally imposed upon. We have had to 
appoint a staff for the purpose of carrying 
out certain inspections. We have appor· 
tioned relief labour to various schools and 
churches.. That also meant further work 
and more supervision for the Department of 
Labour and Industry. Taking it all in all, 
I believe we have done the job and carried 
it out in the way most persons expected us 
to carry it out. The Labour Party has 
always been expected to give effect to its 
election pledges and promises. I believe the 
prosperity of this State is attributable to--

Mr. XIMMO: The Lyons Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A::\ID 
IJ'\DUSTRY: SolelY to the State Govern· 
ment of Queensland." Mr. Lyons has had no 
more to G.J with the increased prosp'lrity 
and employment in Queensland than the 
man in the moon. This is an electioneering 
stunt of his. He will accept the credit for 
the improvement, but he will not accept 
responsibility for the 200,000 penons who 
are unemployed in ~\ustralia to-day. 

Mr. NIMMO: Why should he? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A::-JD 
INDUSTRY: Because I say that the pro­
blem of unemployment shouid be a national 
one, that it should be attended to by the 
Commonwealth Government. They have con­
trol of the tariffs, and tariffs have a tre­
mendous bearing upon employment. 

Mr. NIMMO: You must believe in unifica· 
tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A::\ID 
I:'\DUSTRY: Of course I believe in unifica­
tion. I ha Ye signed my platform for unifica­
tion. We sav that the National GoYernment 
have some responsibility in this matter. "\Ye 
in Queensland have been compelled to shoul. 
der the whole of the responsibility while the 
Federal Government have been tinkering­
with tariffs and bringing about the present. 
degree of unemployment in secondary indus­
tries. I believe that with a helpful national 
Government-which I am confident we shall 
have after the 23rd of the prt>,ent month­
we shall be able to build up secondary 
industries in Queensland. 

Mr. Nr:mw: Like Scullin did! 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I:'<DUSTRIES: Mr. Scullin did great >York 
for secondary industries in this State. He 
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laid the foundation of many of our second&ry 
industries. A great number of the industries 
that are now producing wealth to Austulia 
were established by his Government. 

V\-e intend to carry on our policy. We are 
not going to be pushed off the track by 
(;arping criticism such as that voiced by the 
Leader of the Opposition., who said that 
there are only twelve places in Queensland 
in which intermittent relief schemes were 
established. I ha Ye. stated that there are 
'ixty·eiglrt, and I have named them. I do 
not believe that the hon. gentleman knows 
how many districts in his own electorate are 
enjoying the benefit of intermittent relief 
•cheme•. \Ve have given relief also in those 
rural districts in which there are no inter­
mittent relief schemes. \Ve have given them 
help in effecting improvements to school 
grounds. 

At 8 p.m., 
Mr. SPEAKER: Under the provrswns of 

'3<essional Order agreed to by the House on 
11th August, I shall now proceed to put the 
question under considNation, and all other 
questions necessary for the disposal of the­
remaining stages of the Bill. 

Question-" That the Bill be now read a 
second time " (J{r. Pease's motion)-put and 
passed. 

COMMITTEE. 
(Jfr. Hanson, Buranda, in the chair.} 

Clauses 1 to 8, both inclusive, schedule, 
and preamble, as read, agreed to. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIR~IAN reported the Bill witpout 

anH:ndment. 

THIRD READING. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

(Hon. P. Pease, Hcrbert): I move-
" That the Bill be now read a third 

time." 
Question put and passed. 

SPECIAL ADJOURJ'\:\IE::\'T. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert): I moye-
" That the House, at its rising, do 

adjourn until Tuesday, 26th October." 
Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at 8.5 p.m. 




