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THURSDAY, 7 OCTOBER, 1937. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
HEAVY VEHICLE FEES ON PETROL TANK 

MoToRs. 
Mr. WALKER (Caoroora) &sked the 

Minister for Transport-
" \Vha,t was the amount in respect of 

each tank motor supplying petrol stations, 
or, if not a uniform amount, what were 
the various amounts pa,id in 1936-1937 ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. PEASE, H crbert), for the 
MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT (Hon. J. 
Dash, Mundingburra), replied-

" The information is being prepared " 

OPERATION oF FARMERS' AssiSTANCE 
(DEBTS ADJUSTMENT) AcT. 

::\1r. WALKER (Cooroora) asked the Secre
tary for Agriculture a,nd Stock-

" In reference to his answers to my 
questions on 2nd and 30th September 
relative to the highest amount involved 
in any one composition or scheme of 
arrangement under the Farmers' Assist
ance (Debts A·djustment) Acts, will he 
kind! v state such amount to the nea,rest 
£1,000, without mentioning the name of 
the client concerned?" 

Tho PREldiER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
~viackay), for the SECRETARY FOR AGRI
CULTURE Al\D STOCK (Hon. F. W. 
Bulcock, Barooo), replied-

" I would refer the hon. member to 
my reply of 30th September, 1937." 

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.] 
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PAPER. 
The following paper was laid on the 

table:-
Report by the Deputv Auditor-General 

on the operation· of, and matters 
relating to. the agreement between 
the manager of the Golclen Casket 
Art "Cnion and Golclcn InYestments. 

PUBLIC HOSPITALS A:\D LOCAL 
A "CTHORITIES' CO:\'TRIBl_'TIO::\S. 

ORDER FOR RETURN. 

:i\lr. NIMMO (OC'/ey): I move-
" That there be laid upon tlw table of 

the House a return showing the following 
particulars:-

" 1. The name of each hospital dis
trict; 

'' 2. The component local authorities 
in each such district; 

'· 3. The amount of the prccent on 
each such local authuritv for 1931-1938 
and the total amount of all such 
precepts.'' 

Que,tion put aml pascerl. 

FAT:\A PROTECTIO:\T BILL. 
IK!TIATION. 

The PRE;\IIER (Hon. \'1. Forgan Smith, 
Jiaclcay): I move-

" That the llowe •··ill at it,; next 
sitting, rcsolYo it~rlf into' a Comn1ittre 
of the \Yhole to cOlbider of the desirable
ncs.s of introducing a Bill to consolidate 
and amend the law relating to the pro
tection of fauna. and to the introduc
tion, prf;;;(~i'vation, and propagation of 
fa una, and for other purpose' '' 

Quc·tion put an.d pas,;ed. 

SEEDS BILL. 

I~ITIATIO~. 

Thn PRE:YHER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiarkay): I mm c-

." That the House will, at its next sit
tmg, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the ·whole to consider of the desirable
ness of introducing a Bill to consolidate 
and amend the law relating to tlio sale 
of seeds for planting or sowing. and for 
other purposes." ' 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 

RESGl!PTIO~ OF COMMITTEE-ESTDIATES-

'l'HIRTEE~TH A~D FocRTEENTH ALLOTTED 
DAYS. 

(JI·r. Hanr•on, Buranda, in the chair.) 

EsrnrATES IN CHIEF, 1937-38. 
DEPART:VIENT OF HEALTH AND HOME AFFAIRS. 

RELIEF OF ABORIGINALS. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AXD 
HOME AFFAIRS (Hon. E. M. Hanlon. 
lthaca) [10.36 a.m.]: I move-

" That £59,937 be granted for 'Relief 
of Aboriginals.' " 

The present vote shows an increase on last 
year's. That is due to some extent to the 
mcrease In the cost of commodities required 

[Hon. E. M. Hanlon. 

for maintenance. The department requires 
flour, meat, and other articles in large quan
tities. and, in addition, there has been an 
increase in the number of aboriginals in our 
settlements. 

Fantome hland Settlement has grown to 
be quite a large institution as a result of 
efforts made by my department to clean 
out the venereal disease that existed amongst 
natives in ); orth Queensland. This settle
ment is now one of the largest settlements 
we have in Queemlancl, and good work is 
being done in this direction. The depart
n1ent is also endeavouring to improve the 
servic0s rendered to more or less unspoiled 
natin" in the far West and on the Cape 
York Peninsula. 

During Iny vi.:<it there we saw that the 
mission services were doing excellent "·ark 
up to a point for the young aboriginals, 
tmining them and keeping them at school. 
The young aboriginah were taught to \Year 
clothes and the missions educated th•'m 
to about third-grade State school ocandard. 
Thcv were taug-ht to live in houses. but \vhen 
the}:- re Jch0d ,r{aturity, through lack of funds, 
the missions were unable to provide ,suitable 
occupations for them. The natin·, were then 
thro\vn on tht>ir O"\Yil re -ourccs and had to 
hunt for a living. and actually the good 
work dorw for them in t.hcir youth rendered 
them lc.ss Lapahle of rcsi~tini exposure and 
life in the bush. and to some e' t0nt lessened 
their cRpacity to provide for themseh-cs. 
lVIuch sickness among them is due to the fact 
_that in th<•ir childhood thes0 young natives 
were kept clothed and lived an inside life, 
but when the·- re ached matnritv and went 
into the bnsh.' because thev had' no changes 
of r'lothcs and f-o fOn1etiinrf! vvore wet 
clothes. the: .:;aught cold. In one district 
there was a heavv inciden<'e of tuberculosis 
amongst them. ~Iy department proposes to 
carrv on th~ g-ood work done bv thcsp 
mi"'ions and help by making provision for .. 
water. ringbarking, clearing of land so that 
an occupation will be provided for them in 
their settlements. 

There is a popular belid that the aboriginal 
will not live a ,,ettled life, bnt will always 
he on the walkabout. The reason why the 
aborii[inal in Queenshnd is often on the 
walkabout is that he used always to walk 
about looking for his food. Those aboriginals 
who have been found an occupation in a 
settlement are content to live there. It was 
when thev had no food thn.t thev were forced 
to hunt for it in the bush. r ain satisfied 
that as a result of the development that 
has been carried out the remaining section 
of the full-blooded aboriginal population in 
the northern part of our State can be settled 
in village life and in time made self
supporting. 

I am sure that the increase in the vote 
will not be begrudged to the department in 
view of the extensive work that is being 
undertaken. 

Mr. MAHER (We.1t Jforeton) [10.40 a.m.]: 
The work of helping the aboriginal popula
tion of the State is a very important activity 
of the Government. vVe owe the native 
people of Australia something of this kind 
because the white man has not only taken 
over their country, but has often treated 
them shabbily. 

Recently the Minister undertook an 
extensive tour of the territory in which 
aboriginals are still in a semi-civilised state, 
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although in the care of mission stations and 
Government settlements I do not know 
what that visit cost the State, but if it was 
a reasonable amount it certainly may have 
served a very good purpose. The Minister 
had an opportunity of coming into per"onal 
contact with the men and women in charge 
of the missions that are being conducted by 
the religious denominations and of meeting 
tlw heads of the Government settlements, as 
well as seeing for himself just how the work 
is being done. I hope that as a rt'cult of 
that tour the aboriginals will continue to be 
properly cared for. \Ve look to the Govern
ment to see that a fair deal is given to the 
remnant of our black population. 

::\1r. \VELLI!WTON: There is one well pro
vided for in tho Eventide Home, Charter,; 
Towers-J up iter Mossman. 

::\Ir. MAHER: I am glad to hear that. 
There are, however. one or two phases of 
this vote upon which I should like some 
information from the Minister. It appears 
to me. from a stuclv of the Estimates. that 
the aboriginal popi.rlation at Palm Island 
has declined b:,· 32, although the staff has 
been increased bv two. That scerm a rather 
peculiar movem.{nt, and I should like some 
pxplanation of it. 

It is sad to notice that there has been a 
hc~n· increase-50 per cent.-in the aborigi
nal · inmates of the lock hospital at 
Fantomc Island. Some of the blacks become 
the victims of degraded 'shite men, and 
Y£'nerfal disea~e spreads rt'adily amongst 
them. \Vhilst thev are at libcrtv thev are, 
of course, a menace to the wh~le popula
tion. So it seems that venereal disease 
amongst the aboriginals of North Queens
land is not on the wane. and whilst. we may 
be somewhat alarmed at the increase of 50 
per cent. in the number of inmates at Fan
tome Island, at the same time if what the 
Minister savs is correct-and I do not 
doubt it-th.at that increase is clue to the 
Yigilance being exercised by the Govern
ment officers in the North in getting all the 
diseased aboriginals into the hospitals where 
facilities are provided for their treatment, 
the Government are to be commendecl. 

There has not been much variation in the 
aboriginal population and the staffs at the 
Cberbourg, Woorabincla. and Palm Island 
settlements and the lock hospital at Fantome 
Island between 1931-1932 and the present 
time. In 1931-1932 there were seventy-six 
aboriginals to each member of the staff in 
all these institutions, and sixty-eight in 1937-
1938. There is a slight upward trend in 
the proportion of staff to the aboriginals to 
be cared for. However, I do not begrudge, 
and I do not think that the general taxpayer 
begrudges, the expenditure on these institu
tions, which are performing a useful service 
for a section of our communitv. ..\.s a matter 
of fact, the svstem adopted ·in Queensland 
for tho treatment of our aboriginals is 
admired by the well-wisher of aboriginals in 
all parts of Australia, and wo owe a debt 
of gratitude to the Chief Protector, Mr. 
Bleaklcy, for his lifelone- interest in their 
welfare. He has carried out this humani
tarian work with credit to himself and with 
advantage to those under his care. He may 
well be proud of his achievements. 

Mr. JESSON (K~nnedy) [10.47 a.m.]: I 
could not allow th1s vote to go through 
without congratulating the department on 
the way in which it has controlled this social 

service. Our congratulations should be 
extended specially to the Chief Protector, 
Mr. Bleakley, for his excellent service to 
the black people of the State. I desire alw 
to compliment those police constables and 
sergeants who are the legal protector., of 
aboriginals in the outback parts of the 
State. In most instances the police officers 
take the utmost care of the·,e people, looking 
after their savings, adYising them in every 
wa:~·. and generally acting really as god
fathers to a great number of them. E .. peci
allv is that so in the bush and on cattle 
stations. 

Last year I complained that the blacks 
and their families v1ere being exploited on 
cattle orations in the north-western parts of 
the State. I pointed out that they were 
compelled to work round the clock for a 
very_ small age. I am thankful now to 
b0 able to say that after investigating the 
matter thoroughly the department has been 
instrumental in putting a stop to the prac
tice to a certain extent. Of course it is 
ve17 hard to sta.mp it out altogcthe/ The 
main purpo'll of my representations at that 
time \Yas to shuw that on many of these 
cattle stations blacks were compdled to 
work round the clock at driving motor 
lorrie<, for i"Ftance, and that not onlv were 
they being exploited, but also that they 
kept white workers out of these jobs. I 
thank the department again for what it 
has done to remedy this evil practice. 

I suggest that the Minister should 
co-operate with the Tourist Bureau with the 
object of inducling Palm Island and adjacent 
islands in the itinerary of tourists bec'luse 
this is one of the prettiest spots ~long the 
coastline d Queensland. Here we have 
!ovely green islands with waYing palms set 
m "the blue ocean and surrounded by fasci
nating coral reefs. Fish and oysters can 
bo obtained in abundance. As a beautv 
spot t_he place is worthy of greater publicity 
than 1t gets. 

Orpheus Island, off Palm Island, is a 
recognised rest home. It is admirablv 
situated and well conducted but gets very 
little publicity. ' 

We often receive pamphlets compiled in 
the Southern States dealing with the 
aboriginal question, but it is evident that 
the compilers know very little about the 
practical side of it. It would be a good 
advertisement for Queensland and a wonder· 
ful opportunity for tourists if Palm Island 
was included in their northern itinerary. 
This would also enal)le them to become 
acquainted with what the Government are 
doing to, help the aboriginals. 

Mr. EDW ARDS (N anango) [10.52 a.m.J : 
The men and women in charge of the work 
among the aboriginals deserve our com
mendation. No one can depreciate the 
interest that they have in this great national 
work. A visit to our aboriginal Settlements 
comrwls us to realise the great opportunities 
now given to this diminishing race to lead 
useful Jive.,_ The settlements are well con
ducted and the eduC'ation that is imparted 
to the children is a credit to those in charge 
of it. Many of the children are educated 
to a high standard, equal to the State 
'chool standard. It is becaus<> of this wonder
ful work that the officials, from the Chief 
Protector downwards are deserving of the 
thanks of the community. 

The aboriginal settlements are capable 
of being developed to a greater degree. It 

Mr. Edwards.l 
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is absolutelv essential that the inmates should 
be cncoura"ged to work, and no opportunity 
shonld be lost in that respect. Take the 
Chorbourg settlement for example. Splendid 
result' are being accomplished there, but 
it is capable of further development. Irriga
ticn could be applied to agriculture on the 
banks of the watercourses, which would 
not only make the settlement self-contained 
but also help it to be carried on economi
cally. 

The half-caste is a serious question .at 
these settlements. Every possihle encourage
ment should be given to half-castes to dis
appear gradually from the settlements, 
where their ever-increasing numbers give 
rise to a difficult pnblem. Those who have 
given close study to it freely admit that 
many half-castos posses;; n:ceptional quali
fications. A half-caste with a fair education 
is able to carr:-· out much practical work, 
almost equal to that accomplished by a 
white man. I think tho dcp:crtment would 
be wise to pnr-ue a policy that would mean 
their gradual decontrol. 

After all. it is not in the int0re':ts of 
the settlements to kc 0 p thcce -half-ca".tos 
there, because that \\-ill result in a consider
able increase in the population there. \Yhf'n 
I visited Cherhourg- with the late Home 
Secretary Mr. Stopford, I saw the children 
lined up.' and it was very difficult to tell 
whether some of them \Yero not white 
childr011. rrhis is a Yery :imrJOrtant question. 
and I think it would be wise to allow the 
half-cast' to become independent. 

The location of the Cherl)ourg- settlement 
is a matter of sonw concern. It has been 
said from time to time that it is desirable 
thut it should be removed to an island 
away from the white population. I re-alise 
the removal of the settlement is a big 
pr blmn owing to the heavy expenditure 
that has been incurred on improvements. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HmrE 
AFFAIRS: I do not approve of the policy of 
giving the natives only the inhospitable hwd 
in this country, as has been done in the 
past. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : I am not suggesting 
that. I believe the seLtlements should be 
dnelopcd in everv possible way. 

Tho SEnRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HoME 
AFFAIRS : They cannot be developed unless 
they arB on good country. 

Mr. EDvL'I.RDS: I was going to say that 
poor country would be of no use to them. 
I am not suggesting they be put on poor 
country. The point I wish to make is that 
it is not desirable to ha VB a settlement of 
this description adjacent to a big town con
taining a white population. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HOME 
AFFAIRS: There is no first-class country in 
Southern Queensland that is not occupied. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: After all, a place like 
Frazer Island might be considered. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HOME 
AFFAIRS : These people are mainlanders. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : The Minister has no 
doubt more information on this matter 
than I have. I realise the difficulty that 
arises from the enormous amount of money 
that has been spent at Cherbourg. I believe 
it is in the interests of the aboriginals to 
see that they do a certain amount of work, 

[Mr. Edwards. 

but in some cases difficulty is experienced, 
especially if it is a very hot day. Every 
encouragement should be given b them to 
cultivate' plots of their own. I think the 
Minister will admit that the Cherbourg 
country could be converted into very good 
fanns. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND Hm!E 
AFFAIRS: It should have been self-supporting 
years ago. 

Mr. EDWARDS: I think it is a settle
ment that could be made self-supporting. 
It is not right that the Trea,>ury should be 
called upon year after year to provide money 
for a settl<Jmcnt that should be self
supporting. 

Mr. DEACO=" (Cunninglwm) [11 a.m.]: 
There ehould he no objection to the amount 
of this vote. \\" e have taken everything from 
the aboriginals and we certainly owe th01n 
a good deal. The Government is under an 
obligation to do something for them. The 
hon. member for "'anango has suggested that 
thcv be put on the !and, and not for a 
tni~nte do I suggest thnt anything .-should 
be takr'n from them. The only 1vay to 
treat the aboriginal is to tnete out to hin1 
the : ame trcainwnt as i- g-iven to the whites. 
He shonld be taught to do the same things 
that thcv do. I lmmv of half-cast<;, who arc 
doing- v~r I' well for tho1nsclves and arc ver.v 
< apablc £<1rmcr:·. There iii alm a pure-br;ed 
aboriginal ·vho farms cc"pably. 

There is no reason in the world \vh·; these 
dark peoplc dwnld not equal the whites as 
farmers. I dare sav thcv would not do the 
>arne amount of hard work, but that is not to 
be cxtwctcd of them. ="" CYertheles~, a con
siderable 111nnbcr of these a.borigtna1s are 
good workers. There are a number of our 
own people who will not take to work, and 
so 've are not in a. po~ition to thro'v stone~, 
at the aboriginal. In this citj· there are a 
fair numbn of ''"bite people who at any 
time '" ould prefer dwrity to work, and I 
do not know whether on tlw average there 
is much difference in this respect between 
tho white and the dark population. There 
is no reason at all why they should not be 
encouraged in every possible way to enter 
upon primary industries. Those who are 
capable and willing to "trike out for them
solves outside the settlements should be 
permitted to do so. I take it that that 
principle underlies the aim of th1s sub
department, and the more it i' followed the 
better for the countrv and for the people 
concerned. Of course; there are difficulties 
in placing dark boys in employment. 
:"'umbers of whites are prejudiced against 
him, even though he may be a good worke~. 
These people do not care to have then 
services .and that may be a difficulty. 

No opportunity should be lost to encourage 
the aborir,inals to strike out for themselves. 
The settlement' are fairly well conducted 
and everything- that it is possible to do for 
them there is clone. Certainly nobody 
begrudges the money expended on theil" 
care. 

Mr. NIMMO (Oxlnt) [11.4 a.m.]: I do 
not cavil at tho amount of this vote. The 
Minister, apparently, had a very good trip 
in the North. 

As a matter of fact, some of tho photo
graphs published in the Press showed that 
the Minister had quite a wonderful time. 
I was struck by the shy look on some of the 
little black tots when the Minister was 
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patting them on the head. I bclien:. even
tually he won then1 oYer. I can imagine 
that all these settlements were Yery p:eased 
with his Yisit and I think it was u good 
idea for him to go out and see thern. Later 
on we shall, no doubt, ha,-e his name well 
sprinkled OYer the northern part of Queens
land. I do not know whether the L>lacks 
take names like J ones or Smith, bnt if so 
we m a' ha Ye a Hanlon J ones or a I-l anion 
Smith one of these da_vc-. The_,- will possibly 
use hi.., name for quite a nurnbel' of things> 
11.s they 'vero Tery pleased to ~ec hirn. I--Iow
ever. that is b\- the waY. I J!D not saying 
anything nasty· about th~ ~linister. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH Al-:D HO:lilt 
AFFAIRS: Is that flattery_ 

Mr. :\'I:\I:\10 : Y cs. They appe.ued to be 
very pleesed to see the ::'vlinister. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AXD Ho:~rE 
AFF.URS: ~.\ YCl'Y fine tribute. 

:\fr. ::\I:\I:\10: _\s a mait0r of fact it >vas, 
-and tht> hon. gcntlcn1an 1nust haye had a 
glorious holiday. I quite agTPf) \<,ith the 
obje< ts of his visit-to see for himsc•lf the 
condition~ under IYhich they vi.· ere I i Yiug. 

For Year' past Queensland has been the 
only State in the Commonwealth that ha; 
done it'- dutv bv the natives. There i,-; l!C 
doubt that Que'emland has triNl to pla; 
the game and I an1 plea~Pd that the }linj~ter 
is carryjng on that \vork. \Ye a1·e fort.una..te 
in ha.-ing- a man of the calibre of Mr 
Bleakle.,- -in ehar[(e of the sub-nepartmenL 
He 'cems to ha,-e dn-oted his \\hole life tc 
his job nnd it i~ a very good thil';s' that WE 

haxe somebody of his tnw hancllin" it. 
Jud§.!'ing by what 've read fron1 titnc to tirne 
in Southern publications. Queensland is 
fortunatc in 11aYing a n1an of hi~ abilit:· irj 
that po ition. 

Sornc tin10 ago I read a book bv 1Irs 
l(<•rnp Pntitled ·' Our Dc"ert Countrv " jp 
which she refetT<'d to the aboritiinal life 
in the far distant parts of Queensland. and 
-described how the blacb had disappeared 
Irom those areas. flhe eulogised the wonder 
ful work clone bv the blacks on the cattle 
and sheep stati01;s there in the earlc- days 
of settlement. She also said that with thE> 
disappearance of the bheks life there had 
become Yer,- lonely. The people li.-ing there 
seemed to miss them Yerv much. and I 
wondered whether the sub-department could 
explore the po"ibilities of inducing blacks 
to go out to these far-distant places again 
to help in their development. I do not 
·suggest that we should use them as cheap 
labour, but that they might be sent out 
to help in the yery strenuouo life in that 
territory. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AXD J-Io:uE 
AFFAIRS: They are a.-ailable for employ
ment now and are employed on cattle 
stations. 

Mr. NI:\:11\IO: I notice from the report 
that many ha.-e been taken, but many more 
·could ha.-e been taken if available_ They 
.~eem to haYe disappeared from the country 
on the Diamantina Ri.-er and Cooper's 
Creek. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH Al-:D HOME 
AFFAIRS: They have disappeared because 
their food has been taken away. If you 
l<ill his game the aboriginal must disappear 
<Qr live without food. 

Mr. KIMMO : 'That is so, but food could 
be kept there for them. Mooraberrie is one 
of the stations ::Vlrs. Kemp mentioned and 
.-he said that after the blacks disappeared 
from the country a great deal of trouble 
was expcrienced in getting female labour to 
look after the homes. \Yhen the blacks 
inhabited that territory they proved very 
valuable as domestic servants. 

M;- object in rising at this stage was to 
pav a tribute to the department for what 
it 'hac clone for the aboriginals of Queens
land, and to suggest that it investigate thE> 
desirabilitY of settlino- blacks in that area 
once aguiiJ so that they may increase and 
do much to deYelop that country. 

::VIr. CLA YTOK (TFirlc Ray) [11.11 a. m.]: 
I am always pleased to sec the GoYornment 
taking an interest in the welfare of the 
QuePnsland aboriginals. If ono reads the 
earlv histon of Australia-of Queen.,land 
in particnla1:, one learns tint the men .and 
\Yornen who pioncerC'd the <::ountry recerved 
gr0at help from tl10 blacks. l-Ye ehould 
continur• to be interested in their welfare. 
I know tint the Chief Protector of Aborigi
nals is tnking a very kcon interest in h~s 
work and i~ p-erfonning an cxf'ellent humani
tarian sen·iee for their benefit. 

I. too. _,-as pleaw'cl that the J\linist0r saw 
fit to tour Xorth Queensland for the pt~r]1osc 
of Yisiting the rnission.;; and abong1nal 
cdtlements_ The Preos reports of that t<:>Ur 
conYcYcd to us quite a fund of informatiOn 
that · v e cl id not h n-r preYiousl;-. I 
rcmem1wr that when the late JYlr. Appel 
tcured those arPas so1ne :.-ears !ago, the 
expense of the trip \vas C'riticised seYerr ly. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND Ho:UE 
AFFAIRS: Thcv are still picking up the 
bottles. · 

:\Ir. CLAYTON: I suppose the ::Vlinister 
took his in a cae;Jc. The expense of that 
trip was criticised seYerel.v, and. I think. 
unfairly. I do not propm<e to criticise the 
rcc nt tour of the pr~scnt Minister because 
I think that it was right to undertake that 
trip. 

The Clwrbourg settlement is in my elec
toratP, and I suggest to those hon. members 
who haYe not vet Yisited that settlement, 
that thev would be well ad.-ised to do so, 
as thcv ·will then han' some iden of the 
splendid work that is being- done there and of 
the facilities nrovided for educating the 
children and for giYing- medical treatment 
to the inmates. The settlement matron has 
control oYer everyone there and the staff 
arc carrying out their work creditably. 
The matron and nurses of the hospital and 
the school teachers are to be commcnded 
for the service they are rendering. 

I should like. however, to refer to the 
situation of the settlement. The town of 
Murgon is expanding and naturally, with 
that expansion, the settlement is being 
brought closer to the centre of population. 
I should have no objection to transferring 
the settlement to some other site where 
suitable land mav be available. At the 
present time it is on excellent land, but 
I think that it would be to the benefit of 
both aboriginals and the white people of 
Murgon if it could be shifted further from 
the township. I should like to be sure, 
however, that it was not transferred to 
country that was unsuited to agricultural 
or pastoral pursuits. The hon. member for 

Mr. Clayton.] 
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Nanango mentioned establishing the blacks 
on Fraser Island. \Ve know that Fraser 
Island, sometimes called Sandy Island, is 
nothing more than a sand heap, and in my 
opinion it would be useless to establish a 
settlement there. 

I am in favour of placing these settle
ments on the best agricultural land so that 
the inmates may be encouraged to engage 
in farming operations to some extent. It 
is true that the aboriginal is disinclined to 
\York for long hours on end. and that the 
young men prefer to take ringbarking and 
clearing contracts, while the girls who have 
eeceived a fair education are willing to 
enter domestic senice. Probably later on 
the girls return to the settlement, or marry 
while they are in service. 

The GoYernment aH' doing a splendid 
service in these settlements, but I should 
like hon. members to visit Chcrbourg and 
pass an opinion on the settlement them
selves. It '"as the practice of the late Jl.lr. 
Stopford ftequcntly to take a party of 
hon. members to the settlement. 

.:\lr. G AIR : Then you would criticise the 
expense incurred. 

:\fr. CLA YTO~: I ha Ye not criticised 
mch expenditure. I pointPd out that hon. 
members opposite criticised the expense 
incurred bv the late Mr. Appel in his visit 
to North Queensland many years ago. Visi
tors to the Cherbourg settlement are very 
hospitably received by both the white and 
black people. I remembPr that on the 
occasion of one of our visits, when the 
black people \Yere introduced to us. we 
were informed that one was named Jimmv 
Edwards and another Willie Russell. That 
mnot be of interest to the hon. member for 
Kanango, and perhaps it woul-d be, too, to 
the late Mr. \V. A. Russell, one time 
member for Dalbv in this Parliament. Per
haps the name of '· Hanlon" mav be attached 
to some members of the bla~k tribe,; in 
Korth Queensland-the Minister has said 
that that would be a compliment. I trust 
that as time goes on and the Minister 
~11akes more frequent visits to these settle
ments further honours mav be conferred 
upon him in that his name will be found 
in other settlements. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A~D 
HOME AFFAIRS (Hon. E. M. Hanlon, 
lthaca) [11.17 a. m.]: There is nothing to be 
ashamed of in earning the gratitude of the 
aboriginals of this State. We should be 
proud to think that the aboriginals are 
grateful for what is being done for them 
at this belated hour. For quite a long time 
they were abused, ill-used, exploited, and 
even shot, poisoned, and starve-d. They 
were fed with flour containing arsenic by 
some of those _glorious chaps who developed 
tlus country m the early days, and it is 
refreshing to know that the aboriginals are 
grateful to-day for what the State is doing 
for them. 

The Leader of the Opposition mentioned 
that, whilst there had been a decline in the 
black population at Palm Island the ,taff 
had increased. Palm Island is not an 
aboriginal settlement in the ordinary sense 
of the term. It is a place to which abori
ginals of all kinds are transferred when 
they get into mischief or give trouble, or 
are unable to look after themselves else
where. There is not a special tribe, or a 
special class of aboriginal at Palm Island 
the majority being sent there because the:,; 
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are unable to look after themseh-es outside. 
Hence the black population is always rising 
and falling, because at times there is a 
large influx. As men earn their liberty 
and get jobs, or half-castes obtain exemp
tion, they leave the island. The increase 
i;o the staff is due to the increase in the 
work that we are doing to-day. There is a 
trade instructor to teach the young black 
people trades and a farm overseer to super
Yi>e the deYelopment of the land. Om· 
objectiYe is to run enough cattle on Palm 
Ifland to provide the meat and milk require
ments of the settlement. 

'l'he hon. gentleman in suggesting that the 
requirements of the department can be based 
on the fornulla of so many aboriginals to 
one employee is uncon~ciously looking at the
problem in the oame wav in \Yhich it has 
b('en analysed for generUtions l)a::'t. It is 
iho \HOng w1.y. \Ye do not keep aboriginah 
like children keep guinea pigs. That is the 
\\Tong outlook of Australians in regard to 
them. The outlook in the past has been 
that we should keep aboriginals in just the 
sa1nc way as \Ve keep a pet, and that is 
why aboriginal settlements hfwe not 
cleYeloped in the wav thev should have 
clone. · · 

There is no reason whv the Cherbourg 
settlement should not lie entirelv self
supporting. A herd of cattle has been built 
up on that "ettlemcnt. On Yisiting Cher
bourg some years ago I found on one side 
of Barambah Creek clairv farms with fine 
haYstacks and ample supi)lies of fodder for 
winter feed, while on the other sick of the 
creek the settlement. which consists of beau
tiful land with a plentiful supply of wate1· 
and cxactlv the same rainfall. fodder was 
being bought to carrv the cattle through 
the winter months. That is wrcng. The 
settlement needs to be developed. 

\Ve haYe had to disabuse the minds of 
the employ<>es of the settlement of the vie\\ 
stated by the Leader of the Opposition thie 
morning that the work of the settlement is 
to be judged by the proportion of officials to 
aboriginals on it. We have to break down 
the idea common to most people that 
aboriginals must be kept on these settle
ments in much the same way as we keep 
pets. Our job is not to keep feeding and 
clothing aboriginals; it is to restore that 
racial pride that has been ground out of 
them by white people. We must restore their 
confidence and capacity to live and look after 
themselves. 

I'Ve must not believe the stories that the 
aboriginals are not workers. That has been 
told to me too dten. I 'know thev can work. 
They would not be kept on station propertie• 
if thev could not and would not work. As I 
travefled down our coast I saw them work: 
ing at Portland Roads and Port Stewart. 
unloading cargo from the " V\' an cl ana •· on to 
luggcrs to be taken ashore. They worked' 
just as hard as any white man. They can 
b(' encouraged to work, but they have neveJ' 
been given the proper encouragement until 
recent years. 

V\'" propose to instal irrigation plants at 
Cherbourg and \Voorabinda settlements. The· 
Cherbourg plant will be installed shortly
provision is made for it on these Estimates
and with it Cherbourg should be able to pro• 
,-ide ample fodder to feed its excellent dairy 
herds. in addition to its beef cattle. There 
,hould be no shortage of fresh green vege
tables or fruit at Cherbourg. This foodi 
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<'an be grmYn at Cherl·ourg-and must be 
grown-with the idea of teaching the 
aboriginals that they must earn their own 
living and look after themsc!Yes. 

The Torrcs Strait islanders are an entireh 
different class of aboriginal. This year we 
are trying an experiment there. In the 
course of nw tour I met the councillors from 
the Yariom, islands. Vi"c had a Ions; confer· 
encc' with them. \Y,o haYo decided to give 
the Torres Strait islanders home rule, that is 
to say, allow them to look after their own 
affairs. Each island will ballot for the 
required number of councillors who will be 
responsible to the protector for the conduct 
of the is]aJHt The whites will have nothing 
whateyer to do with the affairs of those 
islanders. 

It is rather interesting to read again the 
items on the agenda paper to be discussed at 
that conference. I noticed such subjects as 
matters pertaining to their boats, the wages 
of rnen in ~'lllp1ovment. and the native storo. 
An intrr0~ting discu~sion took place on the 
{1nr,tion "·hcther strong drink should be 
allowed to the islanders or not. and the 
C'onncillor~ Yoted againf.t nllovvjng 'anv liquor 
'()Jl the islands. The result of the poll read-

Drink 3. Stop drink 31. 

'Eo tlu~v arP evidentl.v entrrin;z quite seriou~lY 
into the Utek of g-overning lhemselve-. \Ve 
ha.d f.OillP Ycry interesting discussions and 
the.': arriY··d at Yery import::tnt decisions. 
TIH; Ion! protector at Thur:day Island tells 
u' that tlwv han' entered on the task of 
g-ovPl'IH11L'Ilt \Yith great enthnRiasm and that 
p·eat dcv0lopment work is being· done on the 
islands. The councillors are encouraging the 
people and the people are responding to 
tha.t cncouragen1ent. and there is more agri
~·ultural de,·clopment. That is verv good, 
and. as a result. the native,, of the T.orres 
'Strait islands will be made much more com
fortable and contented. 

The lwlf-ca<te is a problem that has to be 
faced. IV c often hear visitors to aboriginal 
settlements '"-'"· as we heard an hon. member 
sa-,- this morning-, that tbev saw children who 
were almost white. and they wondered why 
thev should be there. The difficultv is that 
vmi cannot take them a"·av from their 
i1aren·t5. \\'hen I was at the Ch-erbourg settle
ment last year I saw a little girl with very 
fair hair and a milky skin covered with 
Ireckles. but she has a coloured mother and 
vou could not take the child awav from the 
mother. The aboriginal has "the same 
maternal affection as any other woman in 
the world. and because the child is white 
you cannot adopt the rather barbarous pro· 
·ceeding of removing that child from the 
mother. to whom in turn it is attached. 
Consequently. one does see some rather 
startling sights on the settlements. You 
mav see a child as black as the ace of spades 
cheek by jowl with a child whom you would 
never suspect of having any colour in it. 
That is one of the diffiQulties the department 
has to face. You cannot do anything but 
educate them. Thev can be educated and 
trained and when thev reach manhood or 
womanhood careers can" be found for them. 

We have an interesting experiment going 
,on with half-castes at Hammond Island, in 
Torres Strait, at a mission conducted by 
Father Doyle. He is encouraging half-caste 
families to shift over there from Thursday 
Island. The island has been proclaimed an 
. aboriginal reserve, there is a little village 

there, and it is becoming an important settle
ment. Vi"hcn these people were on Thursda:c 
Island they were the lowest strata of society. 
but on Hammond Island thev are the highest 
strata of wciety because "it is their own 
island. They haYe their own village. their 
own dmrch. their own institutions, their own 
gardens and palms, and the men go back
wards and forwards in their boats-it is only 
a short run-to Thundav Island. where thev 
\York during the day. " - · 

:\fr. MooRE: Do they fish? 
The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A:'-JD 

HOME AFFAIRS : Some of them work on 
Thursda v Island on the waterfront and on 
I JOats and their wives and fa.milies Jiye on 
Ham;nond Island away from interference by 
white people. That is a tremendous advan· 
tage. "" young half-caste girl is generally 
looked upon as legitimate prey for a sailor 
or anybodv else who happens to be on the 
loose in Thursda v Island, but the fact that, 
they live with their parents in their own 
home on Hammond Island makes for greater 
protection for these g-irls. That experiment 
ha.s been .a great success. 

In the south '' e arc going to do something 
Gimihr at Purga where the Salvation Army 
has a mission station at which it has been 
dealing with all kinds of aboriginals, a 
number of half-ea- tes among them. \Vhat 
we propose to do is to transfer all the full· 
blood. from Purga to any other settlement 
that they will agTee to go to and make 
Purga. a' pure!,· h,t]f.caste institution. \Ve 
propose to build a village there w1th proper 
hmncs for th0 people, and let them have 
thei1· own store and not merely the 
nrdinarv Rchool but a rural school. and allow 
these people to live in their own village and 
go to work 'vherever they can. and those 
\vho like to develop their own land to do so. 

Thev will be at libertv to take a job any
where" thcv can got one. The old story 
that the aboriginal will not work must be 
taken with a grain of salt. Those at Purga 
g-et a great deal of employment in clearing, 
farm labouring. and so on, and they do the 
job 'et them quite well. 

Half-castes must be got awav from the 
full-blooded aboriginal and established in a 
,-i!lagc of their own. At the same time. 
white people must be kept out of such a 
settlement. The result will be that in a 
period of years there will emerge a good 
class of individual who will be more readily 
absorbed in the white population. 'I'he 
treatment of a half-caste as an aboriginal 
is retarding- his progress, and we do not 
think that he should be so treated. In the 
Bill dealing with aboriginals that is now 
being framed it is proposed to have a 
separate part dealing with half-castes only. 
and thus put them on an entirely different 
footing to the ordinary full-blooded 
aboriginaL 

One of the difficulties is to find a suitable 
term to designate the half-caste. After all, 
" half-caste " is not a verv nice term. There 
was the same difficulty in coining the word 
Creole to distinguish cross-breeds, . Th~re 
must be a different term to d1stmgmsh 
half-castes from aboriginals. One of the 
requests made to me by the people in the 
Torres Strait islands was that they should 
not be referred to as aboriginals. They 
complained to me quite strongly that they 
were not as the mainland aboriginals, but 
a distinct people ; and they are an entirely 
distinct people. They are very independent . 

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.] 
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In the new Bill there will be a part dealing 
with such islanders. \V e shall cease to use 
the· term " aboriginal " so far as the Torres 
Strait islanders arc concerned. Another 
part will deal with cross-breeds, and a 
further part apply to the mainland 
aboriginal. 

After my return from the North between 
100 and 200 Northern half-castes were given 
comnlete cxcmntion from the Act. The 
inhabitants of Ifammond Island are 
exempted. They may run their mvn villages 
and look after themselves. Thev arc free 
from any interfe1·cnce from the' police or 
anvone else. 

Hen. members ,,-ill remember that a year 
or so ago power was given to the Chief 
Protector to take control of anv half-caste 
or cross-bree-d, and there was' quite an 
outcry among the half-castes. who feared 
that "thev would be nut under the control 
of a settlement. The underlying motive 
of such a provi·ion was to give this official 
po1Yer to remove a dangerous, offensive, or 
low half-caste from association with the 
rleccnt half-castes, who had their freedom 
and exemption from the prm·isions of the 
Act. There is the power to cancel that 
exemption. Anv half.casto who is a clanger 
to the peace o'r morality of his associate.; 
can be promptly brought within the provi
sions of the Act and removed to a settle
ment. The objective was gradua.lly to remove 
the half-< aste from association with the 
full-blooded aboriginal. This is a job that 
will require many years of patient work 
and probably a good deal of expense. but 
\Ve have been trJ·ing to do it. 

It<Jm (Relief of Aboriginals) agreed to. 

CHARIT.IBLE I!<:STITcTTONS AND GRANTS. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS (Hon. E. M. Ha.nlon, 
lthaca) [11.34 a.m.]: I move-

" That £125,202 be granted for ' Charit-
able Institutions and Grants.' " 

The members of the Committee will observe 
that there is an increase of £4.464 in this 
vote. Naturally, the cost of these institu
tions increases with the population. There 
is an increase in the number of inmates, 
and consequently we must provide for addi
tional maintenance. 

Mr. POWER (Baroona) [11.35 a.m.l: I take 
this opportunity of conr<ratulating the 
Secretarv for Health and Home Affairs on 
the aid ·he has rendered to ·· Sunsetholme" 
in mY electorate. This institution is doing 
very 'good work. It is run by the Council 
of Churches. In .vddition to making a grant 
of £75 to " Sunsetholme " the Minister 
some time ago made a further sum available 
for repainting. renovation work, and the 
i:1stallation of 0lectrical appliances that have 
added to the comfort and welfare of the 
inmates. This home has been in existence 
for a considerable time, and as I said 
quite a number of old couples live there. 
In passing I mention that recentlv a couple 
of the inmates decided to get married. 
Their ages were in the vicinity of eighty 
and ninety, and after their marriage they 
left the institution. 

Generally speaking, the work carried ont 
bv our charitable institutions is well worth 
the effort and the cost. It is nice to know 
that old people in the eventide of their life 
have the opportunity of going to such homes. 
l wish to convey to the Minister the thanks 
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of the people living at " Sunsetholme " for 
the help he has given them. I trnst that 
he will be able, when finances permit, to· 
increase the grant. 'I'here is a good deal 
of work to be done in the maintenance of 
these home', and were it not for the support 
of the Government many of them would 
have difficulty in carrying on. 

::Vir. JESSO::\ (Kc fl.nedy) [11.37 a.m.J: On 
this vote I should like to pay a tribute to 
the :Yiontrose Home for Crippled L.:hildren. 
Great work has been done by the secretary 
of the home, :Y1r. \Yatson, and by the matron 
and etaff. Since I have been a member 
of this Assembly I hrwe made roprbenta
tions on behalf of this home to the :Uinister, 
and I have been able to send crippled 
children there for medical treatment and 
education. Although the capacity of the 
home is somewhat taxed. when opportunities 
have be0n a\·ailablc I have brcn successful 
in getting children into the home. where 
the~' have vot on very "·ell. Such home' 
as these. althou<rh subsidised to a certain 
extent bv the Government. are carrie.l on 
bv outside orr<anisations. and it is very 
pleasing- indcc~l to see that thr children, 
althouvh criprlecl. are hap]w and ceem to 
he in the best of health, although menv of 
them are denied the exercise that onlv ·the 
U'·e of their limbs can give. It is grat{fying 
to see hm,- well thev are looked after and 
how much they have benefited from being 
in such .a home. I feel that I should be· 
laeking m my clutv if I did not pav a 
tribute to the good work clone in these 
homes. 

I haYe been wondering whether the acln'r~e· 
pronaganda published in the Southern Press 
will have any effect unon the Government's 
attitude to the Sister Kennv Clinic. I trust 
the Government will recognise her l'(reat 
work on behalf of the crippled children 
of this State. It is pleasing to know that 
she has been fully recognised--

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member will not be in order in cliscm.sing· 
tha.t question on this vote. The Sister 
Kenny Clinic is not a charitable institution. 

Mr. JESSON: If that is so, Mr. Chairman, 
I must conclude my remarks. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich) [11.39 a.m.]: I 
should like to say how much this particular 
vote is appreciated, and I offer my thanks• 
to the Minister on behalf of manv of the· 
electors of Queensland who have had need 
to take advantage of the funds available 
from this vote. There are manv institutions 
that have been helped bv the Secretary for 
Health and Home Affairs under this vote, 
and they ·are all doing- exceptionally fine 
work. I know the excellent work a number 
of them are doing. 

I haYe not had the opportunity of visit
ing the Benevolent Asylum at Rockhampton, 
h'1t 1 know that splendid work is being
clone at the Bovs' Home at Brisbane. I 
also know that the Broclribb Home at Too
woomba is doing exc-ellent work, and I am. 
conficl0nt that the grant made by the Govern
ment to it is money well spent. '· Sunset
holrne " is also doing splendid work, and· 
although the amount proposed to be granted 
to it is only £75, it is spending a great 
deal of money in its efforts to help the 
inn1ates. 

I have visited the Queen Alexandra Home 
at Coorparoo on several occasions. Although 
this vote provides for only £200 for thal 
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home, that is not the total value of the 
hel]J that the Mmister has g•ven it. He has 
done much to equip and build that home 
and make it capable of doing exceptionally 
fine work for the bovs and girls in it. A 
number of men and women started this 
home some years ago. They acquired a 
cottage and took in as many children as 
they could. At first they could accommJdato 
onlv about six children. then the number 
inci·eased to eleven. and as time "·ent on 
thev found that there were more calls for 
theh· help. So the home has grown to its 
present great proportions. I thank the 
Minister frr the speci<LI help that he has 
given to this home to e•1al]le it to care 
for such a great nnmlc•r of boys and girh 
a::.: aro no\Y ca,red for in it. _.A.n inYitation 
is extended to en•rv hon. nwmber of this 
Committee to visit that. home and see just 
ho·s the:i are being cared for. Anyone 'vho 
takes an interest in the wcrkings of that 
ho1no can see an improvc1nent from day 
to day in both the outlook and appearance 
of the children. 

For the Margaret Marr Memorial Home, 
unother home tlut is doing splendid work, 
£100 is providPc!. and £800 for the Cn~che 
and Kindergarten Asso.iation of Queens
land. It wao proposed to e'tablish a Creche 
and Kindercrarten Association in some or 
t 11(• other la~·ger towns of Queensland, but 
I am not sure that that would bt' a \Yise 
step. I think that the home< already in 
existence in those places arc c!oing all that 
is required. I do not think that there is 
am· need for us to look after children c!ur
ing the day in anv but the metropolitan 
area. I do not thiuk that we should extend 
the system to the smaller towns. 

Another home, at the opening of which 
I had the opportunity of bcin?; present. and 
in the operations of whicFi I have talnm a 
keen intNest. is the \Yilliam Powcll Home 
f.o.r Discharg-ed Prisone.rs. The 'establish
ment of that l1ome was a verv fine thought 
on the part of an old gentlci:nan who was 
chaplain of our prisons. He travplled the 
State in the execution of his duty as 
chaplain and he conceiYed this means of 
trying to do something for men who are 
diecharged from prison. Such men are 
virtuallv thrown on the mf'rcv of a hard 
world, which generally adopts' a cold atti. 
tude towards a person who has been in 
prison. J\fuch as I regret to say it, many 
persons can S{~e no Yirtue in a n1.an 'vho has 
made a slip and are not prepared to cxtPnd 
to him even the smallest drop of the milk 
of human kindness. In their eyes there is 
no good in him. But the Reverend William 
Powell could sec good in these men, and 
so conceived the idea of eshblishing a home 
whPrc they would be kindly received after 
they have served their sentences, so that they 
could win back their self-respect and re-
0't~bli,h themselves in society. Discharged 
priwncrs wh0 ha,·c gone to this home in 
despair, certain that they could never be 
r"habilitated in society, have written irom 
all parts of Australia thanking the superin
tendent and those who treated them so well 
at the home, for having given them an 
o·'portunit:v to win their way back to accept
ance as decent citizens by society again. 
This is a spl0ndid work, and the £200 
voted for the William Powell Home and the 
£350 f:cr the Salvation Army Rescue Home 
is money well spent. I am sure that the 
service provided by these two very fine 
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institutions is thoroughly appreciated by 
the people who benefit from the:n. I know 
that. the Minister has received fayourable 
reports conc0rning them, and is Httisfied' 
tl>"t there is justification for the help they 
get. 

Item !Charitable Irditutions and Grants)• 
agreed to. 

1IOTHERHOOD AXD CHILD WELFARE. 
The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A::\'D· 

HO~IE AFFAIRS (Hon. E. :\I. Hanlon, 
ltlwca) [11.47 a.m.]: I move-

,, That £22,402 be granted Lr ':!\1other-
hood and Child \Yclfare.'" 

The Yotc this year show' an lncrea~e of 
£1.168 on the appropriation for last y,•ar. 
The Government aro still pursuing their 
policy of extPnding tho S"'n-iccs of the Child 
i\' elf a. re· Dqmrtment to the outback pa•·ts 
of the State. A year or two ago we instituted 
G. systcrn of part-time servif'e in various 
places adjacent to towns where baby clinics 
were established. and thi-- year ,,e have 
incrtascd the ntunber of nur::',es fron1 forty
Pight to fifty. In some centres where pre
Yiou~lY 1hero was onL nurse t\YO have now 
been 3ppointed, one to ren1ain in the main 
centre rrnd the other to visit the outlying 
district. from that centre one cl a' a 1veek or 
a fortnight " 

The Child \YPifar Department is pro
viding a splendid service. The figures deal
incr with infantile mortalitv indicate the 
,.,.~ults of the enthusiasm ,;·ith which the 
o£Iicer,; of the department are doing their 
work. 

Item agreed to. 

HOSPITALS. 
ThP SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND· 

HOME AFFAIRS (Hon. E. ::\1. Hanlon, 
!thaw) [11.48 a.m.]: I moYe-

" That £171,000 be granted for 
'Hospitals.' " 

The amount asked for this vear is the same· 
as last vear, and includes i1~ addition to the 
vote for " Hospitals General!:: " grants for 
tl10 Mater Misoricordim Hoc,pital, the 
Sah·ation Army l\laternity Home, and the 
Aerial Medical Scnice. With the comple
tion of the scheme for \Yestcrn base hospitals 
!he aerial medical sen-ice in the· back conn
trv will be brought np to a high pitch 
of perfection. The aerial mediC"~! service· 
will obviate the need for long journeys over 
bad roads bv motor cars, and as a rceult much 
better yyork will be done. Ho,wYer. these· 
services are going to cost money, and when 
lhey come into operation on a proper 'ea le 
more money will be requin'cl. \Ye cannot 
expect to give them unless the money is 
pr< Yided. 

Mr. MAHER (Tr.-ct Jforcton) [11.50 a.m.]: 
As the Minister said, this vote amounts to· 
£171.VJO for 1937·38, less than rhc £177,000 
appropriated in the clepres,ion >C:tr of 
1931.32. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH Axn Ho:-rE 
AFFAIRS: \Ve have restored the grants from 
the " Golden Casket " funds. 

Mr. MAHER: This is the point: that 
decrea·<c has taken place despite the growth, 
in populrrtion and the increa>e in wage 
costs due to ihe recent increase in the basic 
wage. 

Mr. Maher.l 
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One reason for this is that more and more 
hospitals are being districted, and a greater 
part of the cost of upkeC'p is placed on the 
shoulders of local authorities. According ro 
a return tabled on the 21st September last, 
contnbutwns bv local authorities toward5 
hospitals and h'ospital districts have been-

1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 

£ s. d. 
123,737 12 0 
126,511 4 0 
144,150 8 0 
173,250 4 0 

Hon. members will note the steadv increa.so 
in the contributions bv local authorities 
towards the cost of hospital maintenance. 
'The amount has in8rerrsed from £123,737 12s. 
in 1933-34 to £173,250 4s. in 1936-37. During 
this period six additional districts were 
c .nstitutcd but the increased contributions of 
local authorities in those districts accounteJ 
for only £14,965 of a total increase of 
£49.512 in three years. 

According to the return there were seventy. 
se\·cn hospitals under the district scheme 
included in forty-three districts, and forty-six 
hospitals re!.'\ained outside hospital districts. 
In 1935-36 the contributions toward hospitals 
administered by hospital boards were-

Governn1ent ... 
Local Authorities 

£ 
268,808 
124,150 

In addition, the Government contributed 
£124.547 towards hospitals not working under 
boards. The total Government contributions 
'towards hospital administration in 1935-36 
amounted to £405,787. 

i\'ow, the total profit from "Golden 
Caskets." ordinary and mammoth. in 1935-36 
was £359,642. A certain amount of that profit 
was used for purposes other than for hospital 
administration, namely, for hospital build· 
ings and grants to charitable institutions and 
to unemployed persons. The Government, 
howcn·r, rcceiYed £248,075 more from 
" Golden Caskets " in 1935-36 than in 1931-32. 
\Vhat I want to show is that with the addi
tion of nearly £250,000 in their rweipts from 
" Golden Caskets " the GovernmM'\ could 
well afford to be much more gene,·ous in 
their treatment of local authorities. On 
the contrary, however, the Government have 
districted more and more hospitals, often 
against the wish of the local people, thus 
increasing the contribution of local autho· 
Tities. 

Mr. GAIR: Against their wish, but in their 
interest. 

Mr. :\fAHER: That is a peculiar line of 
reasoning. 

Mr. GAIR : It is correct, nevertheless. 

Mr. MAHER: It is a peculiar line of 
reasoning, that we should impose on the 
people something against their wishes. 

Mr. GAIR: It is often necessary. 

Mr. MAHER: That is a negation of 
·democracv. A man who savs that has a 
mind that runs on dictatoriit! lines. The 
hon. member for South Brisbane is rapidly 
qualifying to become a Pooh-Bah or dictator, 
because he would impose on a community 

.something that is directly opposed to their 
wishes. In other words, if the people of 
South Brisbane desired to retire the hon. 
member from his position, according to his 
:line of reasoning · he would say that he 
oShould stay in it because he believed it to 

f Jtf r. M nJ:.1w. 

be in the interests of the people that he 
shonld do so.· That is a line of reasoning 
that I cannot follow at aiL 

These people in the hospital -districts 
should have their wishes respected. If an 
important section of the people of the State 
desire to maintain the existing order of 
things so far as hoopitals are concerned, 
why should not their opinions be respected 
by the Government? If the people desire 
to come under a districting provision of 
the Hospitals Act, it is understandable that 
they should be brought under it by the 
GoYernrnent, but to administer the Act in a 
dictatorial fashion and impose on a COin· 
munity a districted hospital against their 
wishes is an act for which there is no 
justification. The hon. member for South 
Brisbane justifies it, and apparently the 
Minister believes in it; but it is all getting 
away from democratic principles. Surely 
the people who live in a particular district 
should be the best judges of whether their 
hospital should be districted or not? 

The point I wi'h to make is that the 
Government ha Ye districted more and more 
of these hospitals against the wishes of the 
local people, and they have just increased 
the contributions cf the local authorities, 
whereas the sum of money that has been 
available to the Govo'·rnmcnt from "Golden 
Casket " mm·ccs since 1931-1932 has grown 
to the extent of £250,000, and from such 
source the Government could easih have 
been more generous with the local ~uthori
ties than they have been. In addition, the 
amending Act of 1932, passed by this Govern
ment, credited 6Q per cent. of local collec
tions towards the Government's share, a 
principle that was condemned very strongly 
by the late Mr. Stopford when he was Home 
Secretary. 

The main objections I have to the present 
method of hospital finance are-

(u) The unfairness of land taxation for 
this purpose; and 

(b) The excessive cost to the shire 
councils and the primary producers. 

I shall quote a few instances that serve 
tn illustrate the truth of what I say. Take 
Bundaberg as an example : I notice that 
the hon. member who represents that centre 
is industriously engaged in preparing a speech 
on this important que,tion, and he may be 
interested in these figures. The city of 
Bundaberg has 3,030 ratepayer> who con· 
tributed a precept of £2,019 for the financial 
year 1936-1937, which represented 13s. 3-d. a 
ratepayer, whereas the Kolan Shire Council 
has 821 ratepayers, who paid a precept of 
£2,:18, representing £2 lls. 7d. a ratepayer. 
1'hese figures demonstrate the unfair dis
parity that exists between the amount con
tributed by the ratepayer of the city of 
Bundaberg and the amount contributed by 
the ratepayer in the Kolan shire, one of the 
primary-producing sections of the Bundaberg 
district. Surely there is room for equalisa
tion there! 

In the Committee yesterday the Minister 
used the argum<mt: who could object to 
paying £2 lls. 7d. a ratepayer? That is 
not the question. It is: why should one 
section of the community be so favoured in 
comparison with another when the obliga
tion to contribute towards the cost of 
hospita.l maintenance rests on all? Obviously, 
the comfortably or reasonably comfortably 
situated professional or business man or any 
other Se<)tion of the BundaQ.erg oommunity 



Sttpply. [7 OcTOBER.] Supply. 867 

who has access to the hospital has a duty to 
contribute on the same basis as the primary 
producer. \Vhy should we differentiate 
between sections of the communitv? That 
is the cardinal point. There is a ,;ery good 
reason why all s<:>ctions of the community 
should accept their percentage share of the 
cost of hospital maintcnanc<:>. 

A tax should be devi>ed that would place 
on the shoulders of all a fair measure of 
re,J:Onsibility towards the cost of hospital 
mamtcnance. If we impose a relief tax for 
the purpose of relieving unemployment, does 
Jt not seem just that we should impose a 
ta, on all for the maintenance of such an 
institution as a hospital? 

Mr. GAIR: Are you achocating- increasing 
taxation? 

:\Ir. MAHER: I am touching on the 
matter in pa"ing. I have a proper solu
ticn of thic problem, and I he- M·d the remarks 
made yesterday by the Minister. I also 
heard him yeste1:dav quote the letter 
written by ii-fr. Pe+ers.on. and I understand 
the difficulty. I am not offering as the 
immediate solution of the problem. 'a tax on 
all p0rsons .. but il} r,'Lssing urn pointing out 
that there 1s nothmg wrong in the principle 
that the cost of maintaining hospitals 
should be sprE-ad over the whole community 
rather than concentrated upon one sectior;, 
as is done to-dav. I have mv own ideas 
of the solution of this problem; and I shall 
<'lmnciato them in due course. ;\Ieamvhile, 
I point out how· wrong it is that the Gon'rn
mont •,h ~ uld insist on the collection of a 
tax from one section onlv of the community 
in order to maintain the hospitals of this 
State. 

It 1s indefensible to levv by precept 
through the local authorities o~ the primary
producing section of the community. which 
has a heavy enough burden t-D carrv at 
pr0scnt. The primary producer is the dead
encl. All taxation is na;;sccl on to him. bnt 
he cannot nass it on to- anvbody else, whereas 
other sections of the communi1v •rho arP 
more we a lt.hv-bP•iincss men, professional 
men, manufacturers. importercc, and othcrs
C'scapc the hewy o~ligations that fa 11 on 
1 he land-owning class. If taxation is 
imposed on some of these other sections to 
whom I have rderred, thev have wavs and 
mE·ans of passing- it on and samcbodv f'lso 
carries the burden, but it all ends up on 
thP back of the man 1.•·ho is at the tPrminal 
point, the man on the land. the producer of 
the wealth that enables this country to 
surviv<'. The Government would be wel! 
advised to give s•~rious consideration to this 
problem, and to even up the cost even if 
it mav be said that in some inc;tances £2 
lls. 7d. is r,ot an undue burden for pach 
ratepayer to carry. It is not ih<> sum of 
£2 lls. 7d. itself that co,mts, but when shire 
rates, unemployment relief tax. income tax 
land tax, and ]'pderal income and 'and 
tayes are added to' the other charges that 
the man on the land has to meet, it makes 
a very considerable burden for him to carry. 
It is a very sore point with these men that 
they should be imposed upon in this way, 
and find that in important c1tif's such as 
Ipswich, Rockhampton, Brisbane, and 
Townsville, professional m-en, some of them 
prosperous, who do not own land and so 
escape all obligations whatever for hospital 
maintenance. Obviously that is wrong, and 

no amount of argument by hon. mcmbcm 
opposite can justify it in the minds of 
reasonable peopl-e. 

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
quoted the case of the [O\Yn of C'harleville 
and the Murweh shire. That instance will 
hear repetition. The Charleville Town 
Council has 607 ratepayers, the precept is 
:£256, and the amount works out at an 
average of Ss. 5d. to the ratepayer. The 
Mnrweh Shire Council, on the other hand, 
ha~ 527 ratepayer)3, the precept is £2.397, 
ancl tlH' ;~<m::::unt works out at an average of 
£4 10s. lld. a ratepayer. The MinistPr had 
the temeritv to tell us vcsterclav that a 
resident of' the Murweh ~hire eamA down 
to his office and said that the rate was too 
low· and that it should be increased. For 
the benefit of the Minister I will repe-at 
that-he told us that a resident oi th" 
:\IurwPh shire came to him and 3aid, "This 
rate is ioo lo\v, \Ye want to pay 1norc." ] 
should like to meet that man. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A:-;;n Hc~IE 
AFFAIRS: Be honest and quote correctly. HP 
asked for more <:>xpenditnre on the hospitaL 
which would increase the rat- he would 
have to pay. 

:\1r. ;\1AHER. I understood the l\Lnister 
to· say that this n1.an was asking :or a 
heavier tax. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A:-;;D HONE 
"\FFAIR~ : He would be bY asking for more 
expenditure on the hospital. 

Mr. l\IAHER: I am sorry. but I und<:>r
stood it to be the other wav about. I accept 
the explanation of the Minister. He would 
be a unique landholder who would come 
down and make a request for increased taxa
lien. There is an avPrage payment of £4 
10s. lld. in his shire area as ag;ainst Ss. 5d. 
in the Charleville To\vn Council area. Per
haps. in asking for an increased expendi
ture he had in mind the fact that ratepayers 
in the town of Charleville should be taxed 
to a greater extent. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR HRALTH AXD HOME' 
AFFAIRS: You cannot understand his point 
of view. 

Mr. MAHER: See the disparitv that 
exists. Prosperous busine- s men in Charle
villc can escape with a flat rate of Ss. 5d. 
as against a landowner, struggling against 
drought, providing for agistment, moving 
his stock, taking the ups and downs of life, 
who is leviPd upon to the extent of £<! 
10s. lld. I say that there is no justification 
for that disparity. 

I have here an extract from the " Courier
l'viail " dated 27th August, 1937, which· 
reads-

" Although the population of the 
Waggamqa shire is estimated at 2,_500, 
and that of the town cf Goondiwmd1 
at 2,600. the former has to pay £1.72? ir: 
hospital precepts to the Goondnvmd1 
Hospital Board, while the town only 
contributes £166." 

Goondiwindi is a fine prosperous town, 
and it escapes with an obligation of £166, 
whereas the district, with many small 
struggling men on small areas of land, has 
to contribute £1,728. The artJCle goes on 
to say-

" The Government's share is £2,841. 
'l'wo owners of freehold land adjacent t'P 

Mr.Maher.] 
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the town boundary are paying £103 and 
£70 respectively in hospital precepts, 
which is more th>tn the whole amount 
paid by the town of Goondiwindi." 

\Vhen we find two landowners contributing 
more than the whole of the residents of an 
important township like Goondiwindi, I 
<:!aim that the whole thing is out of propn
twn. 

Speaking at a meeting of the Goolman 
Shire Council, Councillor Cocsart point<Jd 
·out th>tt something would have to be done in 
regard to the Hospitals Act. He said-

" The Goolman Council had to pay 
£1.500 a year for the upkeep of hospitals 
-money which should be going into the 
shire's roads. \Vhen new hospitals were 
budt at Boonah and Ipswich the hos
pital tax would be increased to 2d. or 
3d. in the £1, and ratepayers would be 
saddled to an extent that thev would be 
unable to bear. Are we prepared. :i\1r. 
Cossart said. to tax them to the extent 
that they will be driven from the land'!" 

That is tlw fear that is working in the 
mmds of all the shire councillors throughout 
the State to-day. The existiag position is 
bad enough, but what of the future with all 
these expensi,-e additions, the construction of 
new hospitals and increased staff that will 
'be essenti a! when those buildings are com
pleted?_ ·when the whole of this programme 
IS carTicd out it iS going to impose upon 
!he land-owning classes of the State a bur-den 
that they cannot bear. 
. Mr. GLED~OX: Are you objecting to the 
nnpro,~ernents that arc suggested? 

Mr. :\IAHER: Any impro.vemc·nt that the 
people are nnab1e to pay for financiallv is 
not ,·.-orth ha.ving. If the Govcrnnwnt ·are 
JWCpared to meet the extra costs of this 
ambitious programn1e, wcJl and goocl. but if 
the.v expect those landowners ,,·ha ·find it 
difficult to meet their oblig-ations to-da,- to 
bankrupt thf'ir ~hires in or.dcr to n1ect ha~~ 
pital co~mitments, to the absolute ne"lect 
and detnment of ron.ds and other thino-s 
that are es•ential to shire im'1ro.vemm~t 
the principle is wrong and the 

1

mcthocl of 
doing the job is wrong. 

Mr. KIXG: That is an exaggerated state
ment of the position. 

Mr. J\IAHER: I say it is not. Councillor 
Co.sart puts tho poc1tion fairly, He is a 
le.vel-headed man and he says that when 
these new hospitals arc built at Boonah and 
IJ"Wich the hospital tax will bG increased 
to 2rl. oe 3d. in the £1 and the ratepavers 
Ill that are:t will be saddled with a burden 
that they will be unable to bear. \Vhat 
applies there applies in manv other local 
nuth"ritics' a roas throughout tiJC State. \Ye 
find the strain difficult to bear eYen now, 
and the precepts are rising all the time. 

No control or restraint is exercised oYer 
the'e hospital boa nk They on incur expense 
and the responsibilit.,- of finding the monev 
is not theirs. They 'imply impose a precep~t 
on the local authority and, by statute, the 
mone_v has to be paid. So the position 
has developed that is causing very gre.1t 
fear in the minds of responsible councillors 
that we shall reach a condition when the 
shires will become bankrupt in their efforb 
to meet hospital commitments, and the job 
for which they were brought into being, 
'lamely, the making of shire road improve-

[.Mr.lJlaher. 

mcnts. will not be undertaken for the reason 
that they will lack the funds to do so. 

On the 17th July, 1937. the following article 
appeared in the "VVestern Star'' at 
Roma:-

" The Roma Town Council is levied 
for hospital purposes £300 per annum. 
while the Bungil shire is levied £1,200. 
Taking the averag-e valuation of a resi
dential block in Roma as being £100-
a. high .valuation-the householder in 
Roma pays about cs. Se!. a year as his 
contribution towards financing the hos
pitals. In the ca.se of the shire the 770 
propert:v ov;,rners-mostlv s1nall graziers, 
dair5· farmers, and wheatgrowers-have 
an average valuation of about £450. The 
shire resident therefore contributes more 
than four times as much on the average 
as the householder in Roma." 

'['he SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AlofD Ho:1rE 
AFFAIRS: You are quoting the poor valuation 
in Ron1a against the average in Bungil. 

.Mr. :i\L\HRR : I am quoting an extract 
from the " \Vestern Star." If the hon. 
gentleman wants the exact position with 
rc-pect to Roma I can give it to him. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND Ho:~m 
AFFAIRS: \Vhat is the average of the small 
farm? 

:VIr. :i\I '\.HER : In the area covered bv 
the Rorna Town Council there are 960 rate
payer, contributing £309 as a prec2pt, which 
>Yorks out at 6s. 5d. a rateptner. The 
Bnngil shire has 773 ratepayers~ who con
tribute a precept of £1,235, which works out 
at £1 12s. a ratepayer. 

'['he SECRET.\RY FOR HEALTH AND Ho}TE 
.i.FFAIRR: You are -doing just what I accused 
you of doing. You are misquoting the 
valuation. 

.Mr. :i\L\HER: I am not misquoting it. I 
am merel:v quoting- what appeared in an 
editorial of the "\Yestern Star." 

Tho CHAIR:i\IAI\ : Order ! The hon. 
gPntleman has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

1\!Ir. McLE:\I\ (Bundabero) [12.15 p.m.]: I 
desire to thank the Minister for his sympa
thetic attitude towards the sick and ,uffcring 
of the State, and to compliment him upon 
the efficiency with which he discharges his 
duties, c pccially in connection with hospital 
and medical scrYices. I do not knV'V how he 
is n ble to devote to his many important 
duties all the time thDy require. Tlle 

insi.,tcnt demand by the community for better 
and still better hospital trDatmcnt is bring
ing a volume of ministerial w:rk that is 
fast getting be1ond tho capacity of one 
:'dinister. and I, therefore, suggest that an 
a'si,tflnt Minister should be appointed to 
this department to help the :\1inister in the 
discharge of his man_v important cl uti< s. 

\Vhen new nurs:r.s' quarters \vere opened in 
Btmdaberg on Saturda:v last men of all 
shades of political opinion were unstinting 
in their gratitude to the Minister for his 
splendid services in the interests of hospital 
and medical attention not only in Bundaberg 
and district, but throughout the State. The 
hon. member for Isis _joined the eulogy, as 
di-d also the Mayor of Bundaberg. 

The servic<os provided b; the Bundaberg 
and other hospitals have increased enor
mously. I am reminded of an opin;on 
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•expressed sixty years ago by Dr. W. Gill 
1,\'ylie, a prominent physician of his day-

" W o should limit hospital accommoda
tion to those who have no homes and 
to those who cannot be assisted at their 
homes." 

That view is of course, out of date. It 
is not mv vie;v nor the view of the Govern
ment or- the l\Iinister, who are determined 
to provide an effici~mt medical service for all 
the sick and suffermg, not merely those who 
have no homes or cannot be helped in their 
·own homes. All these increased services 
mean additional cost. 

The Leader of the Opposition has not 
correctly 'tated the cas-e against the 
Hospitals Act. I have read the speeches 
hon. members opposite made when they 
wm·e in power, 'and in not one did 
I observe that they raised their voices 
<'lgainst what they now conceive to be 
the iniquitous method of raising funds for 
the maintenance of hospitals. They had an 
opportunity during their three years of oflice 
!to straighten out the _kinks in this method of 
'taxation but thev d1d not do so. I under
stand th~t the matter was discussed by their 
'Cabinet and party ~ith the object of brmg
ing about a change m the method. of hospital 
taxation, but no change was put mb effect. 

\V e cannot get a correct view of the present 
position bv quoting aggregate precepts. The 
Leader o.f the Opposition said that the 
amount paid by each ratepayer in Bunda.be1·g 
was 13s. 3d., but that is not the true pos1bon. 
The \Yorkcrs, vvho comprise the majority of 
the ratepayers of that city. pay. ,approxi
matelY 6,;. a vear, and the prof~sswnal an_d 
business man 'who, it is alleged, evades th1s 
taxation have to pa:v it indirectly in propor
tion k the valuation of the propertlBS upon 
which th0ir bnsine!'ses are situated. The 
precept .. have been adopted by the local 
anthoritie' themse]vps. 

It is \Yell known that in some shirEo, where 
hospitals have been districted the valuati?ns 
are low. It is therefore necessary to stnke 
a hi ~h rate in order to obtain the revenue 
to c:rrv on the work of the local authority. 
and a!s'o the preeept. Th0 hon. member f?r 
\Vest :".:orrton cited the Kolan Shire Council. 
The majority . of its ratepayers are 
pastoralists holdmg hundreds and hundreds 
of '~res of good pastoral land. They ma.ko 
a very fine livelihood. A companson of the 
rates ·paid by those pastoralists. with tho~e 
paid by small farmers on a h1gh rate IS 
unsound. 

Criticism was also levelled at the increased 
expenditure under this heading. The many 
rf'quesis for increased hospital accommoda
tion and improved buildings naturally means 
increased expenditure, the _natural corollary 
of which is increased taxatwn. The Leader 
of the Opposition made _the statement t~at 
he did not believe m 1mpronng hosp1ta.l 
buildings to their preoent extent. as it would 
impoc"ie increasing burdens on the taxpayers. 
Are not the country people, togctl.!Cr w1t_h 
their wives and children, who m thmr 
pioneering difficulties suffer many hardships 
and disabilities not entitled to the best 
treatment thcv ~an get when sickness forces 
them to enter. l·asc hospitals '"uch as that at 
Bundaberg? Are they not entitled to the 
efficient medical service and nursing to be 
obtained there" They are. Yet the Leader 
-of the Oppmi tion says he doe,, not believe 
.those buildings are necesea.ry. In other 

words, he says they arc not entitl<;>d to the 
consideration they are now rece1v!I1g: I 
say definitely that th8se people are entitled 
to the best attention possible, and the best 
buildings that can house them in the1r 
sickness and suffering. 

I recentlv read an account of a hospital 
survey of 'New York, just completed by 
Dr. Haven Emerson, Dr. Gertrude Sturgess, 
and their staff, which contained the follow
ing illuminating paragraph:-

" The immense and increasing volume 
of organised medical services i~ pro
foundly impres,ive. Th~ir finan{ln~g. 1s 
an intriguing study in Itself, reqll!rmg 
the difficult combination of the element 
of self-support through payment from 
patients the element of public support 
from ta.~es and the element of charity. 
Their outside relationships annually 
appear more intricate a:nd exi~ent. 
Organised medica:! care m hosp!taJs, 
clinics and homes IS deeply mvolved w1th 
the pr'ivate practice of medicine, with the 
preventive work of Health Departments, 
with the economic efficiency of the popu
lation. and with the organised s?~ial 
services for relief, education, rehabihta
tion and recreation." 

Te report goe, on to say-
" Readers of this survev will find 

sections on matters with which social 
vvorkers are <'ontinuouslv concerned in 
behalf of their clients_::ambulance ser· 
vie(', nursing, ca-re of the sick in their 
home:;;, care for chronic disease. conva
lescent care. services for the mentally 
sick the · tuberculous patient, the 
mat~rnity case, the patient who has 
venereal disease. diabetes. or a mouthful 
of cariom teeth. from out of its mass of 
details th0 hospital survev builds up 
broad conclusions. Hospital services for 
the genera.! care of the sick poor should 
be increased. The overcrowded govern
mental hospitals should be expanded in 
'•omc degree and relieved further by the 
fuller use of yoluntary hospitals paid by 
tax funds. 

"Organised mec!ical care of the sick 
in their homes should be developed as 
an extension of ho~pita] SefYico rather 
than as an independent enterprise. Out
patient care for public charges in non
governmental institutions should, hke 
hospital care, be paid for out of_ public 
funds on an agreed basis. ExtensiOn an_d 
improYement of services for the chrome 
sick is a n1ajor need." 

That survov was made by a board com
prisf'd of menlbers of the modical profession 
in New York. and they recommend a system 
similar to the system that the Minister and 
his department have been endoa"ounng t~ 
eftablish Despite that fact the Leader of 
the Opposition says that he doe' not behove 
any new buildings ·-hould be c~ected. On 
Saturdav ther0 \vas a deputatwn to tho 
:Yiiniste1: from local authorities asking for a 
dental clinic in Bundaberg. \Yill the Leader 
of the Opposition say that clinic ~honld not 
be built? I hope when he eecs h1s rema.r~s 
in cold print he vvill reflect and change h1s 
opinion. The people of Bnndaberg and dJS
trict will not easily forgot what he sa1d tins 
morning that more provision should not brc 
made fo~ the care of the )JCoplc's teeth. 

\Vill hon. members opposite say __ there 
should be no precept on local authontws to 

Mr. M cLean.] 
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meet the cost of combating infectious 
diseases? Thg !oral authorities nay up with
out any demur. If it is reawnable to pay a 
precept for other purposes it is more neces
san· when we have to deal with such diseases 
as diphtheria and sc·arlet fever. Hon. mem
bers are not game to get up and say, "\\"e 
do not believe the precept paid by the local 
authorities should be increased as a result of 
an outbreak of diphtheria or scariet fever.'' 
I challenge them to say they do not believe 
in it. In order to afford ample nrotc~tion 
for people who are stricken with illness, 
suitable hospital buildings and medical and 
nursing serYicc haYe to be provided. It is a 
serious loSo to the community to haw• pconle 
1;-ing ill for long periods, and it is essential 
that evcrv human aid should be availal,]c to 
help nah;re to restore them to health again. 
That policy nec0ssitatcs an incrcnse in expen
diture, and I a<k hon. memb~rs if they object 
to that. \Ye do not wish to increase taxation. 
but \VC believe it to be esscnt1al to provide 
an efficient n1edi...:al :-crvice jn the interest:;: 
of the people. 

I ask the :11inister if it is not possible to 
ha Ye infr, tious di:--Pl."f'~ bron.!.rht undf'r tho 
control of the Bundabcrg Hospitals Board. 
I am of oninion that it 'hould b<' under the 
control of· the board, btcau·e thev have the 
rr·spon ibility of the upkeep of the infectious 
diseases hospital. 

At 12.30 p.m., 
Mr. GLEDSOX (lps1Cich), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relicYed the Chairman 
in the chair. 

There was ~ gre<~,t need for the new 
matern't.v hospital at Ilnndaberg. Approxi
ately, 80 per cent. of the women who 
enter this ward are the wives of farmers 
and others on the land. and if to-dav one 
w<>nt into that district and suggeste'd. as 
has been suggested by the Leader of the 
Opposition, that the matPrnity hospital 
should be abolished bPcause of its expensP, 
these w Jmen and their husbands would raise 
their voic.es in horror at the idea. The 
need for the matE>rnity hospital was cer
t, inlv there, and thE' valuable work that 
the ·matron and staff of this very fine 
institution pBrform will assnredly prennt 
an increasB in infant mortalitv of Queens-
land. · 

I again takA the opportunity of offering 
my sincere thanks to the hon. gentleman for 
the very great consideration he has extended 
to Bundaberg. and I am fully supported 
bv all the residents of that district, irrespec
tive of their political creed. 

Mr. XTl'vLVIO (Oxley) [12.32 p.m.l: The 
amount of £168,525 asked for lw the Govern
ment on this vote is altogethei· inadequate. 
In the c-timatPs of 1932 onlv the same 
amount was asked for. I foilow up the 
]Joint I made the ether day that altogether 
too much economv was exercised in the 
care d the sick pdor of the Stato. 

A great deal of noise has been made 
about the wonderful buildings erBcted for 
hospital purposes. There is no douqt that 
tho edifices are spectacular and supply 
material for political propaganda, but are 
they erected for the benefit of the people, 
or mBrelv for the benefit of the Govern
ment? "Huge buildings have been con
structed, and should require a ve1'y great 
increase in staff to run thBm. There is no 
doubt that to-day the hospitals are under-

[Mr. McLean. 

staffed, and this fact is borne out by the 
fact that the vote barBiy equals that of 
1931-32. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AXD Ho1IE 
AFFAIRS: ·which hosp'ital is under,taffed? 

~Ir. XIl\DlO: I am rcfcrri1w to the 
Bri>bane GBneral Hospital. I sa~ that it 
j, understaffed to-day. In compa1:ison with· 
the tune \vhcn the old buildings ''-ere in use, 
ond cons1dermg the longer distances the 
nurses have to \Yalk. the staff is altogether 
maclcquate. Something shonld be done to 
mcc•t that condition. The Minister must 
admit that a greater sum shonld be pro
vie!< cl h mainhin the hosp;tals, which are 
now either double or n<:crlv double the 
f'i:~c_, the~· \V ere a f e··w years aio. ' 

As to hospita 1 buildings, I question whether 
QutPn . .;:Jand is on the right track "f':'it.h her 
ho,pital programme. The Government are 
re<! lJy [1 dopting Rn~sjan ideas. concentrating 
cvc1·ything in Ok place. Hnge buildings 
nre Prcctcd, in \vhich pati< nts losc their 
indiYiclnality. The institution is ~o large 
that it is now ''ell-nig-h impo"ible fsr rela
tin•s anJ friends of patients to locate them. 
A-, tl1P institution bccon1es c\·cn 1norc exte>n
siY '' c shall find tkct these disabilities 
become accentuated. ThB sick like to be 
in plPa:-:.ant surroundings \vhcre their friends 
ean Yisit them with a minimum of di -ability. 
It would have been better if the GoYern
ntent, instead of concentrating on building 
in one plac'. distributed the buildings round 
the citv area. \Ye could well cb with a 
hospit1l on the south side. In fact. we· 
could do with two hos11itals in South Bris
hanc>. \\'hat i·- qehincl the attitudB of the 
GoYernmcnt? The:. put up big buildings 
and they say. "Look y;hat we have done 
for the people." 

ThB SEcRETARY FOR HEALTH A~n H011', 
AFFAIRS: What \Ye have done for the people 
io something to look at. 

J\Ir. ;'>IIMMO : Yes. from a spectacular· 
point .c f view, but the people know that. 
the'e places arn too big and doctors cannot 
j;(in> indi,·idual attention to patients. 
\'isitors who go to our hospitals are over
awed, in f~ar and trembling, and cannot visit 
the sick in the same comfort as they would 
haYe in smaller im.titutions. 

I am not speaking without the book. 
The inquiry held into the British hospital' 
syst cm very dcnnitely concluded that the 
concentration cf hospitals wa'· wrong. In a 
State 8chool of 1.200 or 1,500 pupils the· 
master has almNt no control o\·pr his pupils. 
He c 1nnot lca.ve the impress of his 
individuality upon them. He only kncws a 
few. On the othet· hand, a master con
trolling a small school o( sav, 400 pupils, 
can giYe better teaching. The same principle 
applies to our hospitals. Huge institutwns 
develop into lntj;(C workhouses. where the 
people are bundled in and treatBd more 
or le·-s as Socialist groups. The patients 
arc onlv known bv numbers. Tf an institu
tion was established in South BrisbanB, and 
one at Indooroopilly or C'orinrla on similar 
lines to our Brisbane Gen€ral Hospital, 
doctor~ could give individual treatlncnt to. 
patients, and the patients would be better 
off. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HO\iE 
AFFAIRS: You are talking rubbish. 
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Mr. NIMMO: I knew the Minister would 
·say that I was talking rubbish, but I am 
giving my opinion. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AKD HO:IfE 
AFFAIRS : It is rubbish. 

Mr. NIM"!\10: It is only a matter of 
•opmiOn. I have my opinion, and I know 
that were I in the Minister's place I would 
not have such a huge institution, and I 
would net go in for that kind of pro
paganda at all. 

The SF:CRETARY FOR HEALTH AKD HOME 
AFFAIRS : That explains why you will not 
·be in such a position. 

Mr. NIMMO: We will wait and see. I 
recognise that because the Brisbane General 
Hospital is such a huge institution it is 
not giving the sympathetic and genuine 
treatment that patients would get in a 

·Rmaller hospital. Take, for instance. the 
Mater :Vliscracordiff' Hospital in South 
Brisbane. That is only a small institution. 
Patients prefer to go there than to thP 
General Hc.;pital becansE> it is not such a 
big institution and their identity is not 
lost. they are 11ot submerged. 

These qig institutions are bcir.g estab
lished all oYer the countrv. In the Stan
thorpe area, in which the hon. member .for 
Carnarvon is interested, they arc rushing 
up a hospital costing £25.000-a hospital 
not wanted in the district. A smaller 
hospital is what the people require. The 
"hon. member knows that the people do not 
want institutions of that size erected there. 
'The Government are building that hospital 
just because it is going to give the party a 
certain amount of advertisement and employ 
a number of workmen. but the Minister 
is not providing any funds to run it. Tha.t 
money has to come from the people them
seh·ee. They have to pay the piper. 

The hon. member for Kennedy said the 
'other day that nurses at the old Ingham 
hospital fell through the floor because the 
buildings were in such a bad state of repair. 
'Can am· hon. member of this Committee 
('riticise" the wonderful work that has been 
done in connection with hospitals through
out this State in past years? These hospitals 
grew as the country developed, and although 
the buildings were not grand, the treatment 
given to the patients was remarkably good. 
'Compare the dPath rate of the past with 
that of to-day. Have the Government made 
any wonderful improvement in that direc
tion" I venture to sav that thev have not. 
I believe that the statement o.f the hon. 
member for Kennedy is something that 
he has conjured from his imagination, 
because I have never known of any institu
tion that was so badly looked after that any
thing like that could happen. You. Mr. 
Gledson, know what a splendid institution 
the Ipswich hospital was when it was con
·ducted under the sy,;tem of voluntarv sub
scription. Because' ·Of the action of the 
present Government in whittling away 
c~rtain pri.-ileges and levying heayy taxa
twn upon the peop:e many persons stopped 
contributing to the hospital, with the result 
that it has to be socialised. That hosnital 
was run by the people for the benefit of 
the people. and until we can return to that 
·state of affairs we arc not going to get the 
best out of the people. 

How are the nurses treated! to-day as com
pared with a few years ago? Take the 

General Hospital in Brisbane. Do you 
know, Mr. Gledson, that the nurses at the 
General Hospital in Brisbane have to 
depend for their fruit supply upon what the 
visitors bring to the patients? Do you know 
that fruit is not available to the nurses 
there, or, at least very little? 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A:-!D HOME 
AFFAIRS:. If a nurse gets you she will pull 
your whiskers. 

Mr. NIMMO: That information has been 
supplied to me by the nurses. They say 
they get no fruit unless it is brought in by 
.-isitors to the patients. The position as to 
vegetables is almost as bad. Is that a state 
of affairs that is to be desired? I am tf l!ing 
the Minister facts, things that need im·esti
gation. 

This vote is exactly the same as it \Yas 
in 1931-32. Anv hon. member with common 
sense knows th'at the bigger the institution 
the greater the amount needed to conduct 
it properly. 

I say emphatically that even at this 
eleventh hou, the Minister should r<'vicw 
the whole hospitals position of Queensland. 
\Ve have doctors in Queenland who are as 
competent as the doctors in any other part 
of the world. vV e should encourage those 
men to attend the hospitals instead of dis
couraging and driving them awaY. \\',want 
the benefit of the beot available. \Ye do 
not want to insult any specialist who may 
offer his services voluntarilv. \Ve should 
giYe some C'onsideration t~o these men. 
Greater staffs should be provided for the 
hospitals that are already erected. Instead 
of having in Brisbane one huge hospital 
ituated in the one part of the city, the 

Government should give immediate con
sideration to the building of a hospital on 
Annerley road, or at the top end of South 
Brisbane, so that the people round Sunny
bank and neighbouring areas, instead of 
having to travel long distances to an institu
tion where they cease to become human 
beings and become merely numbers so and 
so, may enter a handier and smaller building 
and be treated by doctors they know. They 
could avail themselves of the services of a 
doctor that thev knew and one who 
thoroughly under;tood their case. This is 
a very vital matter because very often a 
doctor is perhaps unable to diagnose the 
exact ea use of the illness of a patient until 
he has attended him for, say, a fortnight, 
but in a huge institution the patient may 
be visited by Dr. Smith to-day and Dr. 
somebody else to-morrow and thus the 
patient may not be able to get the attention 
that his case merits. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HO:VIE 
AFFAIRS: All the things that you do r>ot 
know about hospitals would fill many:· books. 

Mr. NIMMO: And the things that the 
Minister does not know about hospitals 
would fill many books, too. I admit that 
he is trying to do his job but it has run 
away with him. He has gone in for this 
hospital propaganda that I have mentioned. 
not for the benefit of the sick poor, but for 
the bcnefit of his own party. He has 
decided to erect large hospital buildings 
merely to advertise his party. 

I think that the majority of hon. members 
will agree that there should be greater 
decentralisation of hospital services. The 
Government have done the wrong thing m 

Mr.Nimmo.] 
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constructing huge hospital buildings in one 
quarter of the city instead of embarking 
upon a system of decentralisation and thereby 
eJwouraging individual attention to the sick 
poor. 

::\1r. KI"'G (jlarc•) [12.47 p.m.]: After 
listening to the remarks of the hon. member 
for Ox!ey I wonder whether he believes in 
a hmpital sy tem at all. ~H the outset he 
s<tid that the hospital accommodation 
throughout the State was inadequate, but 
later he said that he did not belienJ in the 
construction of the large hospital buildings 
at the site of the present Brisbane General 
Hospital. Ho,,- c·an he n·concile those two 
statements? Thev show the mentalit·: of 
the hon. member,· and hi.G opinions are. also 
the opinions of other hon. members opposite 

ho are attacking the "·hole system of 
hospital administration. I wonder whether 
theY believe in a "·stem of hoq1itals at all. 
The., have tried t'o sa •: that th<O hospital 
acc~mmodation is inadequate here, that 
, .. Jmcthing is inadequate there. and that 
sornC'thing i"' \\Tong somewhere e]sc. If they 
were honest thev would at least admit that 
sil"ce the }Iinister has been in charge of the 
depa.rtment he has done his b<" t to provide 
an efficient hospital senice and that wonder
ful ilnDrOYPrnent::: haYe bC'e11 1nade. I under
stood -the hon. member for Cxley to say 
that because hosnital buildings are big a 
doctor cannot starnp his individuality on the 
patient. Apparently he suggests that a 
doctor should go from \Yard to wa.rd mark
ing each patient with a die or .rubber. stamp 
i., indicate that he had V!Slted h1m. I 
um!erstand that the hon. member has 
tra ve11ed throughout the world, that he has 
seen big- cities and big buildings. He must 
know that bv the con--truction of the big 
hospital buildings at Bowen Park modern 
nwdical conveniences are being provided, 
and that a doctor can visit any ward and 
giye proper attention to any patient. 

I have never listened to a more puerile 
argument in a responsible Chamber than 
the one that came from the hon. member. 
One would gather from his remarks that 
the mhlical superintendent had to be led 
around the institution. One would also 
think that thcee large buildings were erected 
to fool and prevent the medical superinten
dent from going around to sec the patients. 
\Ve build these big bnildir.,;s because they 
arP required, and because the people desin 
them, and bcca U"e they are necessary for 
the care of the sick poor. Succour must be 
giyen to our sick and suffering. Hospital 
buildings are not erected for ornamental 
purposes, but as part of a scheme of social 
,en·ice. ?\o argument from the Opposition 
can destroy these facts. It is mean to 
attack our splendid hospital system merely 
for the purpose of criticising and belittling 
the Go,·ernment. 

The Leader of the Opposition very scrongly 
objected to the clistricting of hceipitals. For 
the purpose of making comparisons of the 
cost to local authorities he quoted figures 
for the' town of Cha.rleville and the shire 
of M urweh and other local authorities. I 
intcllirently interjected, '' What would you 
substitnto in its place?" and he said that 
his suggestion would bP made in due course. 
That proves conclusively that he \Vas not 
endeavouring to place before the people a 
substitute in the form of a better scheme 
than the one now administered to by the 
J'\Iinister, but was merely attempting to 

[1J.ir. Nimmo. 

burke di·,cussion in a desire to hamper the
Government in their work. If a Leader of 
an Opposition criticises a scheme and com
plains that it does not come up to required 
standards, it is his duty, as the leader of a 
party, to suggest some other ccheme that 
will give better service. The Leader of the 
Opposition said that such a scheme will be 
proposed b;c him in due course. Are we 
to await it until he deliver, his policy 
speech at the next elections? The only 
c]peluction that can be made is that he has 
no alternative to submit and is onlv indulg
ing in political skirmishing, in "order to 
depreciatco the policv and administration of 
the GoTcrnn1ent. l-Ie is only indulging in 
Jlolitical propaganda. 

I congratulate the 1\Iinister and the officers 
under him, from the L'nder Secretarv dov.n
'rnrd~·, fo1~ thrir Yf'ry efficient .ach1lin{stration 
and control of hospitals. They provide a 
wonderful social service. The organisation 
of the department and its facilitv to 
cu-ordinnte VV[\'3 shown recentlY u;, the 
reported outbreak of infantile par dysis. A 
conference of responsible authorities, pre
sided OYer by the l\1inistcr. '"'olYed :m 
effectiYe medical barrier to ihc oprcad of 
this disease in Queensland. Pren,ntion of 
disca~e is n1ore advantageous to the conl
nlunitY than a 1,;vcll-conductc.d offE-nsive after 
an oui:break. The 3.Iini~ter, his officer~, and 
the responsible authorities rendered good 
service to the com1nunitv in thi~ ma'tter. 
Everything that is good cim be nid of him. 
I cordiallv agrc'> \Yith the ,oentimcnh 
exprcs>cd hy tnc hon. member for South 
Brisbane that tl1e progrecsive and humane 
social senicc polic:;· of the Government is 
much appreciated by those who are com
pelled to seek medical aid. He said that 
the wealth of the nation \Vas not to be 
found in its trade, its industries, or ih 
buildings, but in its people. No matter 
how :voung or ho\v old we are \ve hang on 
to life with the utmost pertinacit.'·· 

'I'he Opposition should rc'cognise that m 
Qneensland we have the best svstem of 
hospital control in the whole of Australia. 
The efficiency of that control has been 
demonstrated on numerous occasions in com
bating disease; and the most recent instance 
wa' the efficacious manner in which the· 
outbreak of infantile para!vsis was dealt 
with. ' 

1\Ir. JESSON (E ennedy) rl2.56 p.m.]: The 
hon. member for Oxley made sonw very 
scandalous statements, m scandalous that I 
venture to say if he ever goe, to the Generar 
Hospital he will be tarred a.nd feathered. 

l\ir. DEACOX: If you get in there will be 
'rouble. 

:'\Ir. .JESSON: You are too miserable to 
rot into any hospital; .vou are heading for 
the boneyard. 

Nureccs are born, and not made. These 
nurses work for a Ycry low wage, and regard 
their duties es a labour of Ion, and it is 
r0gretta ble i.hat any hon. memcer should 
cast anv reflection on them. The hon. 
member· for Oxlev said that the only fruit 
1 hcc· O'Ot was \\:hat thev stole from the 
patients, " 

1\Ir. Xnnro: I got that from the nu,·ses. 
}Ir. JESSO='J: The hon, member came' 

here with his tongue in his check and said 
that some nurses told him the onlv fruit they 
"Ot was what they took from the patients. 
That i~ a scandalous thing for anybody to 
say. I Ycnture to say that if the hon. 
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•member made that statement outside he 
would soon find himself in the law courts. 
where some of his filthy lucre would bo 
filched from him. 

Mr. ::-Jll\I:\10: I would say it outside. 

::'iir. JESSO::\': The hon. member is not 
game to say anything of the sort. The 
hon. member could just as well say that 
they stole the patients' eggs. 

The hon. member also objected to the 
erection of big buildings. Anyone possessing 
average common sense will appreciate the 
advantage of a centralis&d hospital. Bank
ing institutions do not have one teller in a 
building in George street or Roma street 
and another teller in Queen street. The 
same thing applies to any large store in 
the country. They do not have the grocery 
department at one end of the street and 
the clothing department at the other end; 
they have them in the same building in order 
.that the people may get quick and efficient 
service. I ha vc made representations on 
behalf of poor people who were in need of 
special medical attention, and through the 
good grace of the ::\Iinister they were brought 
clown for treatment by a specialist at the 
Brisbane General Hospital. 

Mr. Nnnro: Other Governments have done 
that. 

Mr. JESSON: I am not saying any other 
Government have not .done it. I am merelv 
P.ointing out that by a system of centralisa
tion these cases mav be dealt with in one 
bailding. I hope that the time is not far 
distant when we shall have large base hos
pitals in eYery important centre in Queens
land such as Townsville and Rockhampton. 

At 2 p.m., 
The CHAIR1IAN re,umed the chair. 

1\Ir. JESSO::\': The Government are to be 
-complimented on the mobile medical unit 
they have established to be used in cases 
of emergency. I know of an instance where 
members of that unit were sent by plane to 
Gayndah, where there was a suspected case 
<Jf infantile paralysis. It is remarkable that 
members of the Opposition have the audacity 
.to attack the hospitals. 

Mr. MAHER: ·who attacked the hospitals? 

Mr. JESSON: In the presence of the 
Leader of the Opposition the hon. member 
for Oxley said that hospitals were a waste 
of money, and in a previous debate said 
that the Government were doing the wrong 
thing in spending " casket " funds in bricks 
and mortar for hospitals. Then this morn
ing he had the audacity to make the ~anda
!ous statements that the nurses stole fruit 
-off patients, and that was the only fruit 
the hospitals gave. 

Mr. DEACON : He said the nurses did not 
get fruit. 

Mr. JESSO.:\: He said they took it off the 
patients and I challenge him to say it outside 
this Chamber. 

Mr. McLEAN: He stated that he objected 
to additional buildings being provided. 

Mr. MAHER: That is not correct. Who 
said that? 

Mr. McLEAN: You said it before. 

Mr. MAHER (lVest Moreton): I rise to a 
point of order. The statement made by the 
hon. member for Bundaberg is incorrect. I 
said the Government qould do more for the 

country people. I criticised the system of 
raising funds to maintain hospitals. 

Mr. JESSON : Hon. members opposite do 
not know what they say until they read their 
proofs in the morning, they contradict them
selves so often. It Is very hard to know 
what they do actually say. Any person, and 
more particularly one who makes a statement 
in Parliament that casts a slur on nurses, 
who are giving their servicep--

The PREli!IER: The nursing profession is 
one of the most honourable in the world. 

Mr. JESSON: I have said that previously. 
I have said that nurses were born, not made, 
and theirs was a labour of love. 

The PRE>IIER : A good thing cannot be said 
too often. 

Mr. JESSON: It is scandalous for anyone 
to attack the hospitals. 1\o hon. member 
on the Opposition benches has said anything 
in favour of Labour's administration in 
the building of hospitals and the conduct of 
them. The whole tenor of their statements 
has been in the other direction, and some 
of their remarks would not be made outside 
this Chamber. The hon. member for Oxley 
insinuated that the doctors were all at sea. 
and that the doctor rubber ~tamps hi8 
patients every day so he will know that he 
has been round. A patient enters the hos
pital to be cured, whether he is known to a 
doctor or anyone else. The Queensland hos
pital system is so good that persons from 
other States have visited Queensland to 
inquire into our administration. One should 
compar£: our hospital system with those in 
the South, and particularly that in Sydney, 
wherf' there are small cottage hospitals 
scattered indiscriminately round the suburb•·, 
and one of the chief hospitals, the Prince 
Alfred Hospital, is situated in one of the 
main streets. The advantages in Qu0ensland 
are remarkable. For anyone to condemn the 
efforts of this Government to help the sick, 
maimed, and the wounded is scandalous. 

This morning I mentioned the Sister 
Kennv Clinic. I should like to know from 
the Minister if notice has been taken of the 
adverse criticism published in the Southern 
Press regarding this clinic. and whether it 
will have any effect on bim or those in 
charge of the administration of the clinic. 
Sister Kenny is doing splendid work. The 
whole of the cost is borne by " casket " 
funds. It is a very fine effort. 

I wish to thank the Minister on behalf 
of the people I represent · for laying the 
foundation stone at the new Ingham hos
pital. Quite a noise was made this morning 
by the hon. member for Oxley about state
ments I made yesterday to the effect that the 
old building was falling down and nurses 
were injured by walking on rotten boards. 
I give the Moore Government credit for 
one thing-they did build part of the ho;
pital out of " casket " funds. Part of the 
hospital got into such a s.tate of disrepair that 
the nur&P' had no accommodation, but when 
the new hospital was erected the nurses were 
shifted into the brick building. Prior to 
that they had no sleeping accommodation. 
The new wing is not used as a hospital yet, 
but when it is the nurses and the patients 
will have reasonable comfort. At the time 
when the Moore Government were in power 
it did not matter where the nurses lived. 
Although the district was represented at the 
time by a member of the same political 
creed as the present Opposition, he did not 

Mr. Jesson.] 
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make representations in the matter. 1 am 
sure that if repres<:'ntations had been made 
the Government would have listened to them 
and tried to make the hospital a better place. 
The whole scheme is now under way, and 
in twelve months we shall have a hospital as 
good as any other in Queensland. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA~ (Dalby) [2.8 
p.m.]: It appears from the speech of the 
hon. member who has just resumed his seat 
that remarks from this side of the Com
mittee in regard to hospitals were construed 
as a vicious attack on the hospital system in 
Queensland. The Opposition are not opposed 
to hospitals generally, but we have a right 
-and we exercise that right-to make com
ments with a view to making things better 
for hospitals, the persons who usf\ them, and 
the persons who contribute to hospitals. 
After all is said and done, the money used 
for hospitals comes from the pockets of the 
people. The Government claim that they 
are doing this and that in regard to hos
pitals, but they are not doing this work 
from money out of the pockets of Ministers. 
They are only doing what they are doing 
because, in different ways, they have col
lected taxation from the people. They are 
spending that money in various parts of the 
State. The Government are only spending 
money provided by the people to make con
ditions better for those who have to use 
these institution>. We on this side of thP
Chamber claim the right to criticise if we 
wish. and we do not agree with the hon. 
member for Kennedy that we were making 
an attack upon hospitals. We make our 
observations with a view to bettering the 
conditions in them, and bringing a!Jout more 
economical results than those now obtained. 

Quite a number of authorities in various 
parts of the world, men who know more 
about the subject than the hon. member 
and myself, claim that it is not a good 
practice to concentrate hospitals on one site. 
They hold the view that extensive hospitals 
are a mistake and that it is better to have 
seyeral smaller hospitals situated at distn.nces 
from one another. When experts give their 
opinions. we laymen should pay heed to 
thf'm. The policy of the present Govern
ment is to concentrate hospitals, and a 
number of authorities in England and other 
parts of the world say that that policy is 
wrong. Surely we have the right to draw 
attention to the opinions expressed by those 
experts? 

It must be admitted by all hon. members 
that the present method of collecting hoepital 
taxation is inequitable especially when one 
takf's into consideration the amount paid by 
the farmer as compared with that paid by 
the man who owns a block of land in the 
city or town. Take any of the country 
towns as an example. Take a block of land 
in the town of Goondiwindi. of an area of 
one-quarter or one-eighth of an acre. A 
hotel or big business building may be 
erected on that land. If the Victorian 
method of collecting taxation was in opera
tion in Queensland, that land in the 
tcwn would be taxed on its rental value, 
so that if it had a rental value of £10 a 
week. and a farm of 640 acres of land had 
a rental value of £10 a week, both owners 
•yould pay the same hospital tax. L'nder 
the Queensland system, the property on 
which the hotel is erected mav be valued 
at £200 and the hotel be retur~ing a profit 
far in excess of the profit earned by a 

[Mr. Jesson. 

farmer with 640 acres, yet the owner of th~t 
land in the town would pay perhaps only £1 
a year as hospital taxation whilst the farmer 
with 640 acres with a valuation of £1 an. 
acre a rear would have to pay taxation on 
a valuation of £640. It will be seen that 
the present system is unjust. 

Mr. JESSON: Why did you not alter it 
when you were in power? 

Mr. GODFREY MORG'AN: \Ve were 
not in power for any great length of time 
and as far as I know we found some 
difficulty. I was not the Minister of that 
department. No doubt thne are obstacles. 
to overcome to-day, but I think that there 
is a fairer way of levying that taxation. 
For instance, the population of the town of 
Goondiwindi is as great as that of the whole· 
of the rest of the shire. 

The money contributed by each person in, 
the town is considerably less than the amount. 
contributed by each person living in the sur
rounding districts, and that applies to Roma 
and other towns, too. There are quite a, 
largo numbf'r of public servants, such as 
station-masters, postmasters, and others, who 
o;vn no land in the localities, but they, their 
wives and families are entitled to hospital 
benefits although they need not contribute 
towards the upkeep of the hospitals at all. 

:Ylr. RroRDAN: They contribute indirectly. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The hon. 
member o;-erlooks the fact that the ratepayer· 
contributes both directly and indirectly, and 
that is the unfairness of the present system. 
A profc3sional man may invest, say, £20,00J. 
£30,000, or £40,000 at fixed deposit, in 
GoYernment loans, or in some other way, that. 
will vield him a steadv return, but he is not 
compelled to contribute eYen 1s. towards 
the maintenance of hospitals. although they 
are there for his benefit if necessary. 

Jl.1r. JESSON: He does not pay any rates 
either, 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: He pays 
income tax, but as the hon. member for
Kenncdy points out he pays no rates. Surely 
we can devise some scheme whereby all 
persons who benefit from hospitals should be 
called upon to contribute towards their cost. 
I have no objection to the payment of a 
certain amount of taxation for ho9pital pur
poses, nor do I think anyone else has. Our 
objection is that the present method is neither 
fair nor equitable. Some change is ess'ential. 
Surelv we have brains capable of devising 
a scheme whcrebv the cost of hospitals is 
spread over the whole community ! One of 
the fairest methods would be to have a tax 
similar to the unemployment relief tax, where· 
people paid according to their income. W'e 
could, perhaps, fix a hospital tax of 2d. in the· 
£1 on incomes. It may not be necessary to 
ftx the rate so high. Perhaps a half-penny 
or cYcn a farthing in th'e £1 on incomes not. 
exceeding the basic wage would be enough, 
and then perhaps 1d. in the £1 up to £500. 
In that way the obligation would be bourne 
by the community as a whole. 

Mr. JESSON: Do not some local authorities. 
reduce their valuations so as to dodge the· 
payment of hospital taxation? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAl\:: Some of them 
may do that. but they were compelled to do 
so because of the injustice of the present tax. 
Take Toowoomba and district as an example. 
The people in the local authority areas in 
the Toowoomba district are mostly poor 
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veople struggling to make a living from the 
land, and when thov realise that they con
tribute eYer SO much more for the upkeep 
of hospitals than the citv of Toowoomba, 
with a population of 25,000, is it not natural 
that they would decide to try to escape some 
of the taxation by reducing their valuations? 
I do not blame them for that. If I was a 
member of ono of those local authorities, 
and I saw that the shires were contributing 
eYcr so much more than the citv of Too
woomba •Yith its 25,000 people I slwulcl like 
to do _.omcthin \ to reduce the burden of 
ho,pital taxation on my ratepayers. 

l\Ir . .JESSON: You must not forget that 
these 25,000 prople arc helping to consume 
the produce grown by the primary producers. 

J\Ir. GODFREY MORGAN: And the 
hon. member should not forget that there 
would be no city of Toowoomba, with its 
25,0\0 people, if there were no primary pro
ducers to produce the foodstuffs for them. 
The same applies to 'IV arwick, Dalby, Roma, 
and other place··. \Vhat would be the fate 
of these cities and towns if there were no 
primary producers'( The hon. member 
knows perfectly well that after all is said 
and done the city people do not keep the 
country people. It is the farmen: who keep 
the city people. If the cities did not con
sume a pound of butter produced in the 
country, thn primary producers would still 
continue operating, because the >vhole of 
their production r u1 be marketed overseas. 
In fact, ther0 is hardly any neces•_,ity to 
market any butter or wheat locally. The 
overseas market can abwrb the whole of 
our production. The city does not fix the 
price' of those products; it is based on 
o,·erseas parity. Therefore, the citv doee 
not keep the primary producer. On the 
·other hand. the primary producer not only 
feeds the city, but also keeps the people 
therein employed, and creates their wealth 
·and profits. There is some argument for a 
·different system of hospital taxation. 

1\Ir. RIORD.\N: You have not suggested 
any. 

Mr. GODFREY ::\IORGAN: I have. I 
haYo suggc':ted a graduated wage tax on the 
same principle as the unemployment relief 
tax. Of course. I do not suggest that the 
incidence of the tax should be similar. If. 
for example, £100,000 was .required annuallj 
for the upkeep of our hosp1tals, that amount 
·<;ould be rai·cd by a graduated tax on 
wages. \Ye could exempt the poor people, 
and, perhaps, all those wage.,earners in 
re(:eipt of less than the basic wage. 

Mr. JESSON: Less than £500 a year? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: That is only 
a matter of detail. Snch a form of hcsnital 
tax should rr.ect with the approval of all 
parties. Partv politics should be excluded 
altogether from the policy of hospital 
upkeep. It is the duty of ali sections of the 
people to care for our sick and suffering, 
and provide the best attention possible for 
them. All parties should confer in order to 
l:.!ring about a better and more equitable 
hospital tax than exists at present. 

The Minister seems to lean more to clis
trictecl hospitals than non-districted hos
pitals, and give them more favourable treat
ment. Apparently that is because his 
Government brought that policy into being. 

M1·. HILTON : That is not true. 
Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am making 

my statement, and whether it is true or 

not I ha Ye a right to express it. As I say, 
I am inclined to think the Minister inclines 
towards districted hospitals in the distribu
tion of money. Ho does not appear to give 
the same financial help to non-districted 
hospitals. 

J\lr. HrLTON : \Vhy not ascertain the posi
tion before you make that statement? 

i\lr. GODFREY 1IORGAX: Quite a 
number of hospitals in my electorate do not 
get the treatment they should, and the 
rea··on apparently is that they are not dis
tricted. 1 am giving the Minister a public 
opportunity of saying that is not the case. 
Quite a number of non-districtecl hospitals 
are operating in my electorate successfully. 
Quite a rmmbor of districted hospitals would 
rewrt to the old basis if the people served 
by them had an opportunity of expressing 
their opi c>ion. In other cases they ,.-ould 
Yote in f;J.Your of the existing system. I am 
satisfied that where boards haYe control 
economy is not studied to the same degree 
it is where the hospitals are \vorking under 
the .-oluntarv system. I do not say that 
the patients who attend a board hospital 
do not get as good attention as they get 
in the voluntary hospital, but there is a 
gTeat difference in the management between 
the two classeo of hospital. There are four 
or five voluntary hospitals in my electorate, 
and the people have managed to keep those 
hospitaL free of debt and put a way money 
for a rainy day. 

The policy of the Government -cloee not 
encourage hospitals t0 put a\\ay money dur· 
ing a good period to meet a lean period. 
For example, some years ago the Miles 
hospital had a credit bala.nce of several 
thousands of pounds, and the Government of 
the cl a v told the hospital committee that 
they were therefore not eligible for assist
enco in " casket" funds; that the Govern
ment onlv helped the hospitals that were 
down and out. 

:\h. HILTOX : When did that happen'! 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAX: I think that 
was •.1hen the late :Ylr. Stopforcl was Home 
1'\ecretarv. A~ a result of that intimation, 
the Miles hospital committee gradually used 
dw bank balance. Hospitals should be 
encuragecl to accumulate bank balances 
during a period of plenty wh8n the people 
can subscribe well in order that they shall 
have a fund to help them '"hen times are 
lean and people cannot afford to give any
thing to the hospital. We should encoura(\e 
the country districts to make hay while 
the sun shines and put away something for 
a rainy day, thus avoiding the necessity for 
the Government to give aid to hospitals 
to preYent them from going insolvent. I 
do not think anybody can reasonably sup
port the view that a hospital whose sup· 
porters are more liberal than supporters of 
other hospitals should not get help. The 
pecplo who are free with their money 
should not be penalised for the stingy ones, 
but they should be encouraged to support 
their hospitals. 

I am of opinion that in certain localities 
money has been spent on the ·erection of 
hospital buildings for political purposes
for the purpose of oQtaining votes. In cer
tain districts an old hospital building is 
pulled down although it has been serving 
the purpose and £10,000 or £15,000 or 
£20.000 is spent on a hospital simply for 
political purposes. It is clone so that the 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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Labour candidate can say, " Look what I 
was able to get. I was able to get £20,000 
spent on this new building. I was able to 
get you this, I was able to get you that." 
That is all done in the endeavour to win 
the seat for Labour. 

Mr. McLEAN interjected. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am refer
ring to the money at the disposal of the 
Government, which can be used for political 
purposes. Do hon. members mean to say 
it is not being so used? 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: No. 

Mr. GODFREY MORG'AN: I know per
fectly well it is used for political purposes 
in many districts. I remember a Minister 
went to Proserpine and told the people he 
would do this and that. He promised them 
the sun, the moon, and the stars. In an 
election campaign Ministers travel through
out the State and members of Parliament 
do the same, making promises tha.t if they 
are elected amounts will be placed on the 
Estimates so that the localities in which 
they speak will have this, that, and the 
other thing. After the election is oyer the 
promises are forgotten. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HOME 
AFFAIRS: You know there is an end to your 
story. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Some persons 
in my electorate remark that Dalby will be 
neglected because I am an hon. member of 
the Opposition. One opponent said, " What 
is the good of having a member of the Oppo
sition in Parliament? He can get nothing. If 
we had a man representing the Government 
he would get the Dalb:;· Hospital pulled 
down and £25,000 would be spent in erecting 
a new building." 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HOME 
AFFAIRS: There is no town in Queensland 
that has had better treatment from this 
Government than Dalby. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA::o-;: I know that. 
I have only mentioned Dalby to illustrate 
my point. Dalhy has received very good 
and fair treatment, and I have nothing 
to complain a-bout in my own electorate 
from thiB point of view. I am merely giving 
instances of what is said during an election 
campaign. It will be said, " Dalby is a 
more important centre than G·oondiwindi, 
yet there they have a hospital costing 
£35,000 simply because they haYe as a repre
eentative in Parliament a member of the 
Government. If we bad a representative in 
the GoYernment party Dalby would have a 
similar hospital to Goondiwindi." That is 
all done for political purposes. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AKD HOME 
AFFAIRS: You know when the money i' 
ava-ilable a modern maternity hospital will 
he built at Dalby. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAX: I thoronghly 
understand that. I am not complaining 
about what the Minister has done in Dalby. 
I am merely pointing out what happens 
during an election campaign when candi
dates go out into the country. Ministers 
spea-k in little towns and suggest, " If you 
get rid of Godfrey Morgan ;you will get this, 
that, and the other." 

The CHAIRMAX : Order ! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

[Mr. Morgan. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON (Fortitude Falley"f, 
[2.33 p.m.]: The hon. member for Oxley 
made some mis-statements this morning_ 
He made a wild, ridiculom, and unfounded 
charge with regard to the administration of' 
the Brisbane Hospital. I do not know wha.t 
is wrong with him. His statements are· 
entirely unfounded. He makes them in this 
Chamber from day to day. and nobody 
appears to know with what object or where 
he obtains his information on which he 
founds these charges. The hon. member is. 
suffering from mental indigestion and a 
form of verbal dia.rrhcea. He says anything 
at all apparently with the desire of securing 
votes. 

May I be permitted to briefly state the· 
position regarding the treatmeniJ of the staff 
at the Brisbane Hospital? The hon. mem
ber said that the nurses were not receiving· 
fair treatment, that they were refused this, 
that, a.nd the other thing. This important. 
institution is under the control of the Bris
bane and South Coast Hospitals Board. The· 
employees are covered by an award of the 
Industrial Court, which provides for a 
44-hour week. 

Last, but not least, a further examination. 
of the position discloses-and I defy the 
hon. member for Oxley to sa.y otherwise
that the conditions of nursPg and other· 
employees in that institution are fa.r ahead 
of those of similar employees in similar· 
institutions in any other State of the Com
monwealth. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEAL'fH AND HmrE. 
AFFAIRS: The hon. member for Oxley cut 
out their afternoon tea when his party were 
in power. 

Mr. BRASSIKGTON: I was just coming 
to that. I was going to specify the treat
ment hon. members opposite gave to them 
when they were in power. His statements 
in regard to the supply of food for the 
staff are ridiculous, unfounded, and 
aJtogether out of step with facts. 

Mr. Nnnro: Have an inquiry! 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: If this Committee 
is to a,semble for the purpose of discussing 
ridiculous points raise-d by the hon. mem
ber we shall waste a good deal of valuable 
time. I regret having to do it, but I must. 
explain the po~ition in its true light in 
reply to the hon. member. I repeat tha.t 
his statements were unfounded and 
apparentlv were made for mean political 
propaganda and advantage. . It is not fair 
for an hon. member of this Committee to. 
end ea Your to stampede any section of the· 
communitv in an attempt to gain political 
advantage over this Government. 

Mr. MAXWELL interjected. 
Mr. BRASSINGTON: And the hon. mem

ber for Toowong was as much to blame as. 
any of the others during the period from 
1929 to 1932. We heard a loud cry 
this morning from the hon. member for 
Oxley demanding better conditions and 
a better deal for the employees at the 
Brisbane General Hospital. We take the· 
opportunity to tell hon. members opposite 
that when they were in power-includmg 
the hon. member for Oxley-they denied the· 
provisions of a.n awa.rd to the employees. 
'I'he award was suspended, and the employees. 
were forced to accept any conditions that 
were offered. They also lost other con
cessions they enjoyed under the previous 
Labour Administration. We on this side of 
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the Chamber must draw the attention of the 
people concerned to the action of hon. 
members opposite when they attempt to 
mislead the people on this rather important 
issue. There are no grounds for the charges 
made by hon. members, and it is right that 
we should accuse them of not being sincere 
by pointing out to them and the people the 
treatment they meted out not only to 
1mrses, but to every other class of worker in 
hospital; throughout the State. Had I been 
a party to the vicious treatment meted out 
to them from 1929 to 1932 I should not have 
attempted to get up in this Chamber and 
tried to frame a case against an Administra
tion who have done and are doing their 
best not only by the employees at the 
General Hospital, but also those at every 
hospital. Their conditions at present are 
good, and the best offered for that class of 
work in any part of Australia to-day. 

Mr. HILTON {Carnarvon) [2.39 p.m.]: As 
one who has had experience in the adminis
tration of hospitals I shall deal briefly, 
and dispassionately with the remarks made 
by certain hon. members opposite. The 
thought that emerges, after listening to their 
;en1arks regarding th<:; finan~ing of hospitals, 
~s that. they are talkmg wrth their tongues 
111 therr cheek. I well recall that when 
the l\Ioorp Government were in power they 
appointed a royal commission to go into the 
whole question, and as a result of its findings 
the then Home Secretary issued a letter 
virtually apologising for not being able to 
devise any better system than the present 
one. 

The present Leader of the Opposition says 
that he has a cure for the trouble but he 
is keeping it a close secret. He was' a mem
ber of the Moore Government Party, and if 
he k!'ew of some better system of financing 
hosprtals, he should have come forward with 
that information at that time and placed it 
before the Royal Commission on Hospitals 
or before his Government. The present 
system of financing hospitals is not a new 
one, it is a very old and well-established 
system. In Great Britain the whole of the 
rrsponoibility of financing hospitals is placed 
on the shoulders of the local authorities. 
If the whole of the responsibility was placed 
on the shoulders of the local authorities 
in Queensland the burden undoubtedly would 
be too severe. Here the Government con
tributes 60 per cent. of the amount by which 
expenditure exceeds receipts. If a system 
of taxation is sound in Great Britain and 
other European countries it cannot be argued 
that its application here is unsound. If 
it were not for the hypocrisy indulged 
in by hon. members opposite, who misrepre
sent the position, the majority of the people 
in Queensland would not have one fault 
to find with the present system of financing 
hospitals. I venture to say that the majoritv 
of the ratepayers favour the present method. 

Reference has been made to the Goondi
windi and Stanthorpe hospitals. Goondi
wincli was one of the first country hospitals 
to be districted, and it was districted at 
the request of the people in that area. 
The Leader of the Opposition and his deputy 
made reference to the fact that two big 
grazier, holding freehold land adjacent to 
the town of Goondiwindi pay more between 
them towards financing that hospital than 
the whole of the landowners in the town 
area. I venture to say that under the 
voluntary system those two landholders paid 
a great deal more towards financing that 

hospital than they do at present. In fact, 
I hear very few comments. and certainly no. 
complaints in that area, about the system of 
maintaining the hospital. The people of 
that district are public spirited, they take
a pride and keen interest in their hospital. 
They are very grateful to the Minister for
the interest that he has taken in it and for
the help that he proposes to giYc the board. 
in the near future. It is proposed to erect 
a new modern maternity hospital, and the· 
ratepayers there are looking forward to the
dav when their institution will be raised 
to· the standard that is w desirable if 
adequate medical service is to be gi>en. 

It is pleasing to see the various hospital' 
boards of Queensland striving to bring their· 
institutions up to date. As ono hon. member· 
said yesterday, at one time a per.,on who was 
going to have an operation performed always 
made for some big cit.'' or town in the belief 
that he would receive better treatment there. 
Now, with the wonderful improvement that 
has been effected in our hospitals system, 
such persons are content to go to their own 
institutions. They take a pride in them, and, 
generally speaking, their medical officers and' 
nursing staffs are second to none in the
world. 

I recall. also, that under the Moo re regime,_ 
the members of the board of the Goondi
windi hospital refused to reduce the wages 
paid to nurses when that Government 
requested them to do so. That was a laud
able action on the part of that board, and 
I am pleased to see that most of those men 
are still members of the board, and are 
conducting the institution in a way that is 
a credit to them. 

There are two hospitals in my electorate 
under the voluntary system, and I was sur
prised to hear the unworthy statement made 
by the hon. member for Dalby that the 
l\Iinister was not giYing a fair measure of 
help to them. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA!\': I said that he leans 
a little bit to the board hospital. 

Mr. HILTON: That amounts to the same 
thing. I think that the majority of the men 
who comprise the hospitals committees at_ 
Inglewood and Texas are not of my political 
colour, but if we were to ask them their 
opinions concerning our hospital policy they 
would undoubtedlv saY that the Minister 
had been very fair Indeed to them and 
within reason had given them eYerything 
that they had asked. 

Mr. Nnnro : The Inglewood hospital has 
not been brought under the Hospitals Act. 

Mr. HILTON: I did not sav that it had. 
I said that it was one of the 'hospitals that 
were still being conducted under the volun· 
tary system and that the com<nittee weroe 
very anxious to eo-operatA with i he ::\1inister 
to bring their hospital up to the desired 
standard. I believe that in the -"ourse of a 
few years there will not be a hospital in 
Queensland that cannot be regarded as a 
hospital in the true sense a.£ t~e word_ The 
members of the Texas committee were a 
little bit diffident about asking the Minister 
for all their requirements. but after they had 
made contact with him and realised how 
interested he was in their work al1d how he 
appreciated their efforts, they laid their 
plans before him, and in a very short time 
Texas will also be able to boast of a very
up-to-date hospital. 

Mr. Hilton.] 
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The hon. member for Oxley made some 
extravagant statements concerning the new 
hospital at Stanthorpe, but I should like 
to inform him that the proposal to build 
that hospite.l was supported right up to the 
hilt by the biggest ratepayers in the dis
trict. One of the members of the board, 
who has been associated with the hospital at 
Stanthorpe for the past forty years, sup
ported the building of the new ho~pital and 
be is definitely not of my political colour. In 
fact, he is the right arm of the Country 
Party movement at Stantherpe, but he sup· 
potted the proposal to build the new ho>pi· 
tal. He worked for it, he voted for it, 
and in his paper he sponsored the idea all 
along the line. \Yh~n the building was com
pleted and the people were given an oppor
tunity to do something in the way of donat
ing furnishings, one of the largest ratepayers 
-came forward and 'aid, "I should have much 
pleasure in furnishing a private room at that 
hospital. I do not want to sparo expense. 
\Vha te,·er vou desire to have done in that 
room I sh.all carry out." That man was 
Mr. Rogerson. of Pikedale Station, who I 
think is one of the biggest J;atepa.vers in the 
Stanthorpe shire. That was his attitude 
towards the new hospital. 

Mr. :'\DDIO: He has always been public
spirited. 

Mr. HILTOX: He is. and is also one of 
the biggest ratepayers in the shire. I am 
making these statements to peove to hon. 
members opposite who have made such 
unworthy remarks about our hospital policy, 
that many of the big ratepayees are whole· 
heartedly behind it. They are public· 
spirite<l men who take a keen interest in the 
affairs of their locality and like to see an 
up-to~date hospital for the comfort and con· 
venience of the sick, as well as for the 
nursing staff who have to perform arduous 
-duties. 

Our hospital policy is a wonderful policy, 
and I believe it will set the standard for 
the other States. As a matter of fact, they 
arc looking upon us with envy even at this 
stage. 

In conclusion, I should like to express my 
thanks and the thanks of the people m my 
electorate to the Minister for the wonderful 
interest he has displayed in our hospitals. 
I desire also to add my measure of apprecia. 
tion of the efforts of his very worthy L:nder 
Secretary. l'vlr. Chuter, who is also one of 
the keenest and ablest men on the hospital 
question in any part of the world to-day. 
He has always taken the greatest interest 
in the hospitals of Queensland and has been 
willing to assist at all times. 

Mr. Knmo: \Ye all agree with that. 

Mr. HILTON: If the hon. member agrees 
with those remarks he must also agree in 
the main with this great hospital policy that 
is being administered by the Minister and 
.Mr. Ghuter. 

Mr. ::\'nn!O : X o. 

Mr. HILTON: That being so I cannot 
understand the unworthy and extravagant 
remarks that have emanated from hon. mem
bers opposite to-day. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunninyham) [2.50 p.m.]: I 
am 'urprised at the views expressed by hon. 
members sitting behind the Government. 
They have all boasted that the present 
system of hospital taxation is a wonderful 
.one, mainly because they are not called 
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upon to contribute towards it. Thev are 
all perfectly content that others should pay 
for the upkeep of the hospitals and they and 
their constituents should reap all the advan
tages. That is a very miserable, mean way 
of looking at a public question. There was 
not an hon. member on the Government 
benches that did not indirectly express that 
view. Thev all exulted in the fact that 
neither they" nor their constituents were called 
upon to pay as much as other people. 'I'hat 
is why it is such a great and splendid system 
-because thev and their constituents get 
all the advantages for little or no payment 
the system must be good, in fact the best 
in the world ! That opinion is merely based 
on the fact that they have not to clip into 
their pockets. All ~heir glorification of 
that svstem has that basis-that " Someone 
has to pay more than our people." We 
must have our hospitals, but what can we 
think of people wlw desire not only to get 
out of their just contribution but also to 
place the entire financial load on other 
people unfairly? The one virtue of the 
present system is that they have not to 
pay for it ! The cost of anv public-hospital 
svstem should be borne as equitably as pos
sible by all sections of the community. 
No one should exult at dodging such a 
public duty as hon. members sitting behind 
the Government are doing. It simply means 
that they are favouring a system that enables 
their constituents ·to obtain a bigger advan
tage from it than those who are forced 
to pay. 

Mr. IVELLIXGTON: \Yhv not nationalise the 
hospitals? • 

Mr. DEACON: Any system, even national
isation, would be better than the present 
one. Any system that makes one section of 
the people pay for benefits obtained by the 
other is not equitable. Hon. members oppo
site are simply gloating over the fact that 
they have not to pay, that someone else must. 
The present system o.f taxation is 'not based on 
population or the needs of a district, but 
on the unimproved value of land, no matter 
how it may be owned or to what use it is 
put. It has been pointed out over and over 
again that there is a tremendous difference 
in the return from unimproved land on which 
a business is erected as compare·d with 
that from unimproved land that is devoted 
to farming or grazing purposes. 

The farmer or grazier has to put a larger 
amount of capital into the land, and, on the 
average, receives a smaller income than the 
cwner of a business, and he has to pay 
three or four times as much in hospital tax. 
That is the present system-the one that 
hon. members opposite support. Under this 
system the small farmer pays more thanhon. 
members do, although they get a much bigger 
income than the ordinary farmer. While 
hon. members opposite pay a few shillings a 
year the average farmer has to pay as 
many pounds. That system suits hon. mem
bers opposite. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Let us hear your system. 

Mr. DEACON: I suggest that we should 
have one based on income so that every 
man would contribute according to his 
income. We realise that hospitals must 
be maintained. We wish to see a syst·em in 
operation that will provide enough money 
for the efficient control of the hospitals. 
Why should hon. members of the Govern
ment side object to their constituents' pay· 
ing as much as others in similar financial 
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circumstances have to pay 1 This system 
favours the cities and gives the city people 
an advantage over the people in the country. 
The city people have not to pay rail or 
motor fares for transport to the hospital. 
They are taken free of charge. Their people 
have not to travel any distance to see 
them, and they pay less for 'its upkeep. 
In spite of this there is an outcry from 
every city member when it is pointed out 
that the city people are paying much less 
than the country poopk They think it is 
quite right. That is the only thing that 
appeals to them-the fact that they are 
paying h·ss. No meaner view was ever put 
forward in this Chamber. No party has ever 
taken such a narrow view. Hon. members 
opposite are just trying to dodge their own 
obligations or to enable their constituents 
to dodge their obligations. That is the only 
reason why they oppose the system we sug
gest. 

We want a fairer system; not one that 
will injure the hospitals, but one that will 
gi,·e them ample supp8rt and at the same 
time ensure that ev£ry member of the 
community pays according_ to his means. 
Is there anything wrong with that system 1 
the fact that we have not been able to 
institute it so far is no argument against 
it· and we should not cease in our agita
ti~n until we have such a system in ope~a
tion. It is time hon. members opposite 
abandoned the view they are taking no:w-
that this is the best system because it gives 
an advantage to their city constituents. 

Mr. RIORDAN (Bou·en) [3 p.m.]: Just 
lately the Bowen Hospitals Board, was 
formed to control Proserpine, Bowen, 
Collinsville, and Mount Coolon hospitals. 
Prior to tlta districting of the hospitals, the 
Bowen hospital-known ILS the Kennedy 
Hosp'ital-was endeavouring to get money 
to pay the wages of the staff. The staff 
were not paid their wages for three or four 
weeks and were asked to allow them to 
run o~ so that the hospital could buy essen
tials. There was a shortage of linen, ,o 
that there was only one sheet to a bed. 
The number of pillow slips was inadequate. 
and tho crockery had almost gone. That 
condition of the Bowen hospital, brought 
about by the voluntary system, is an 
instance of the weakness of tho voluntary 
scheme. There were ructions in the com
mittee. Indignation meetings were held. 
Tlk unionists working in industry with· 
held their contributions. The Government 
were continually being asked for advances 
for three to six months ahead. Jl.1oreover, 
some twelve or eighteen months prior to 
the hospital board's taking control the 
averag·e number of patients, at the Bowen 
Lospital, was down to six or seven, but 
to-day it is round about thirty. 

The hon. member for Oxlev made rder
C'nce to a statement made "lw the hon. 
member for Kennedv as to the foot of a 
nurse going through. the floor of a ward. 
There is no exaggeration in the remarks I 
am ahout to make. Till the time the board 
tJok ~ontrol at l'rosorpine-I do not know 
whether it has been rectified now-when it 
rained (and it rains there frequently), the 
nurses had to leave their rooms and ,leep 
under the house. Such was the position 
under the voluntary scheme. Progress 
could not be made, the most that could be 
done was to run the hospital. 

At the Collinsville hospital the mmers 
contributed as much as 3s. 6d. a week for 
its maintenance. The squatter made no
contribution but was prepared to send his 
staff to and use the institution himself. 
Under the district system the industrial 
worker or other person may l)ecome a con
tributor under a scheme in which 9d. a week 
entitles him to free treatment at the hospital. 

The whole hospital system is now working 
a great deal better than before. At least 
there is some discipline with regard to the 
doctors. That did not exist previously under 
the hospital committee. These remarks 
reier particularly to B-owen. Inst<>ad of 
the hospital ~;ommittee' s controlling the 
doctor, the doctor controlled the committee. 
A diff<>rcnt spirit now exists. The institu
t-ion has the respect of the people, who show 
their appreciation by making use {)f it. 
instead of entering a private hospital as 
formerly. 

The hon. member for Oxley made a very 
sland-erous statement about the nurses at~. 
the Brisbane General Hospital. 

Mr. MAHZR: You know he made that in 
a j{)cular vein. 

Mr. RIORDA:\i: He did not-nothing of 
the kind. He was at the apex of his argu· 
mcnt when he made the statement that the 
nurses there were in such a position that. 
they wer~ forced by hunger to take the 
food of mmates. 

Mr. MAHER: That is a wrong interpreta
tion. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. member should 
not have made the statement if he did not 
mean it. 

Mr. MAHER: It is a common thing for 
patients to offer surpluo food to the nurses. 

Mr. RIORDAN: It was a slanderous 
attack upon women who perform a noble 
service to this country. 

The present system of districting hospitals. 
i.; such that no further improvement can 
possibly be made. A gr0at deal of criticism 
has been levelled at the Government bv 
hon. members opposite, but none of the~ 
have been able to put a scheme before the 
:\1inister for consideration. They were in 
office for three yea.rs, and they made it a 
plank in their platform that they were going 
to do away with the existing system of dis
trict hospitals. They never attempted to 
do it. 

The vo:untarv svstom has failed. I should 
like to sec this Government take steps to. 
immediately district all hospitals. 

Mr. MAHER: Against the wishes of the 
people concerned? 

Mr. RIORDAX: I feel sure that once the 
people experienced the benefits of the dis
trict scheme thev would not return to the 
old voluntary system. vVhcn some hospitals 
were districted they owed over £1,100, but 
the Minister started them off free of debt 
and d(•finitely said that the improvements 
he had promised when the voluntary sy•tem 
was in operation would be carried out at 
the expense of the Government. 

The hon. member for DalbT said that the 
Minister made promis<s during the Bowen 
by-election that he would do certain wonder
ful things in the way of building a hospital 
at Proserpine. I know that plans have been 
drawn for a new hospital at that centre, and 
when the people are ready to proceed with 

Mr. Riordan.] 
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the building Jw will make a grant to 
them from the ·· casket " funds. \Vhen a 
£25,000 hospital is erected in any town or 
district, the people ultimately find that they 
have onlv to bear the cost to the extent of 
about £6.000. I urn sure the people would 
not return to the voluntary scheme. 

Mr. WELLI2\'GTON (Charters Towers) 
[3.9 p.m.]: There are two hospitals in my 
electorate, the Charters 'l'owe1·s hospital and 
the Hughenden hosptial, neither of which 
has been districted. In the heyday of 
Charters Towers there were enough dona· 
tions to the hospital to enable it to carry 
on, but latterly, owing to an influx of 
unemployed fro,;, the \Vest, it is difficult for 
the Charters Towers hospital tD carry on 
under the voluntary system. Districting 
would not be fair up there because most of 
the population ~re in the city council's area. 

When the }linister was in Chart<>rs Towers 
with his Undl•r Secretary some years ago, 
J\Ir. Chuter came to an arrangement with 
the Dalr5mple Shire Cquncil, the Charters 
Towers Town Council, and the hospital corn· 
mittee, and since that time we have been 
working under that arran'iement. Previ. 
ouslv the Charters Towers hospital receiv<ed 
a gr~nt of £500, but last year it was found 
nccc,sary to apply for £1,000. Thanks to 
the }1inister that amount was granted. 

The Charters Towers hospital is one of 
the best equipped hospitals in Queensland. 
Quite recently they imtalled a modern X·ray 
plant and other equipment that was essential 
to the c·fficient treatment of the sick. While 
the Minister was in Charters Towers a 
·deputation waited upon him, and the 
Mini,ter granted their request for aid. 

The Hughenden hospital is carried on 
under the voluntarv system, but there "' 
great number of railway employees and busi
ness men contribute so much each week 
towards its maintenance. Unfortunately, the 
small landowners in the outside districts 
have not been able, during the past few 
years, to contribute as much as they did pre· 
viou,l~·. The finances of the hospital are 
now in such a state that the committee has 
had to ask the :Winister for a grant of £300 
to paint the hospital. I hope that the 
Minister will accede to that request. 

Mr. GAIR (South Brisbane) [3.11 p.m.]: 
When the Leader of the Opposition was 
.speaking this morning I interjected that 
although hospitals were districted against 
the wishe, of the people, su~h action was in 
the best interests of those people. The hon. 
gentleman experienced great difficulty in 
understanding my statement, and he said 
that he could not understand my reasoning. 
I am not in the least surprised at that, but 
I believe that any ordinary person of average 
ability, who had any knowledge of the posi
tion would readily understand what I meant. 

It is not difficult to realise that people who, 
under a voluntary system of financing a hos
pital, would be free from any hospital taxa
tion, whether· direct or indirect, would be 
-opposed to the districting of hospitals. As 
I said yesterday, when discussing the vote 
for the Chief Office, those hospitals that 
were conducted under the voluntary system 
were being maintained by a handful of 
generous, public-spirited persons who were 
anxious to do something for the benefit of 
the whole of the community in which they 
lived. It was not uncommon, when hospitals 
were being maintained >oluntarily, for one or 
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two station owners or property owners 
in a district to arrange race meetings 
and other functions with the object of 
raising fund~ for the hospitals, and the 
people of the c.ommunity in. general. were 
not asked to contribute anythmg. Is It any 
wonder therefore that those who <enjoyed 
the be1;efit without the responsibility of pay· 
ment, should be opposed to the districting 
of their hospitals? Is it any wonder that 
they would object to any system under which 
they would ha\'e to pay an equal share 
towards the maintenance of their hospitals? 
N aturallv. they will complain about their 
hospitals" being districted, but, like the hon. 
member for Bowen, I am ono of those wJ:o 
believe that the sooner the Government diS· 
trict all hospitals in the State the better for 
the people of Queensland. 

I said yesterday that it has been my privi
lege to accompany the ::\11mister on a tour 
of certain parts of the State. On that 
occasion I had the opportunity of visiting 
several hospitals. In some instance,< the 
standard of the hospital was a disgrace t.o 
the Government of the State, but it Is 
pleasing to know that the Minister promptly 
decided to have the necessary improvements 
to the buildings and equipment carried out 
so that the people could get better treat· 
ment. 

Splendid work is being carried out at the 
}1ater Misericordiae public hospital, in the 
electorate of South Brisbane. It is one of 
the best hospitals of its kind in Australia. 
It. is a public ho;pital in every respect, 
although it is controlled by a religious body 
of women. Its doors are open to all, irrespec· 
tive of class creed or colour. I desire 
tn thank the 'Ministe~ for the financial help 
that he has given to that hospital during 
the past five years. I regret to say that 
under the J\foorc regime this and other hos
pitals were financially starved. The grant 
to this hospital was considerably reduced by 
the Moore Government, and during the last 
year of their administration it did not receive 
ld. from the " Golden Casket " funds to 
help it to provide the very excellent ser
vice that is alwavs available there to the 
public. While we appreciate what the 
present Government have done there is still 
room for further financial assistance to both 
this hospital and the Mater Misericordiae 
Children's public hospital, which is also 
giving an excellent service, particularly to 
crippled children. I appeal to the :Minister 
to give favourable consideration to my 
request for further financial assistance for 
these excellent public hospitals in South 
Brisbane. 

The out-patients' department is an 
important phase of every hospital service, 
and one that should be maintained at a very 
high standard. Unfortunately, I have 
received complaints to the effect that patients 
who have to attend the out-patients' depart· 
ment of the Brisbane General Hospital are 
required to wait for very long )pNiods 
before they receive attention. It has not 
been within my power to confirm th<ese com
plaints, but if they are true such a state of 
affairs is Yery unsatisfactory. When a 
person meets with an accident or has 
to attend the hospital because he is 
sick, medical service should be available 
with the least possible delay. It is very 
irritating for the victim of an accident 
OJ' a sick person to have to wait in the 
casualty waiting room at any hospital 
for a, long time for m<edical attention. I 
appeal to the department to watch closely 
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this phase of hospital administration so as 
to maintain it at the highest standard. 
Apart from these complaints, the service 
provided by the hospital is excellent, but it 
n important that even this branch should 
not be open to criticism. 

I commend the Minister for the issue of 
;the regulation under the Hospitals Act of 
1936 calling upon private hospitals to fur
nish certain information to the Director
General of Health and Medical Services. 
This regnlaJion makes it encumbent on the 
owners of private hospitals to provide the 
,department with full particulars respecting 
.all cases treated therein. That is a vcrv 
necessary precaution. I am given to under
stand that some private hospitals in the 
metropolis indulge in a questionable and 
doubtful claes of medical work. As it was 
stated yesterday, our people <~.re the real 
wealth of this country, and it is our duty 
to protect them in every pos,sible way, 
especially from such questionable and 
improper medical practices. I hope that the 
regulation will have the desired effect of 
bringing to book several unscrupulous 
members of the medical profession who, 
aidc,d and abetted by nur.ses. are carrying 
'On this doubtful class of medical service. 

l\Ir. DAl'\IEL (Kcppcl) [3.22 p.m.]: I pro
pose to bring before the notice of the Minis
ter the projected closure of the Emu Park 
out-patients' department of the Rock
hampton hospital. I understand that the 
Rorkhampton Hospitals Board has d~fcrr<;d 
its closure for one month. A hardship will 
result to the people of the district if this 
department is closed. Although it is \n,vwn 
as a convalescent home it is in realitv an 
out-patients' department. The total co5t of 
this department last year was £580. The 
revenue received from the people of Emu 
Park was £90, leaving a deficit of £490. 
Of this sum the Government found 60 pe1' 
cent .. or £29!, and the local authorities 40 
JWr cent., or £196. I understand that about 
£100 of the precept is collected in Emu 
Park and its environs, leaving the remain
ing £96 to be financed by the other part of 
the local authority area. 'I'he population in 
Emu Park would not at ordinarv times 
exceed 35Q, but in the summer season this num
ber· is increased to between 2,000 and 2.500. 
The additional population come mainly from 
areas in tbe hospital district. Consequently, 
it would not be a very heavy burden if the 
remaining part of the local authority area 
was asked to contribute the other £96 in 
order that this out-patients' department could 
be kept open. If this department is closed 
the people of Emu Park will either have to 
journey by car to Ycppoon, where there is a 
hospital, or by train to Rockhampton. Quite 
a number of the people there are relief 
workers, and a large number are pensioners, 
the cost of living and rents there not being 
high. It would be a hardship on these 
people if they were compelled to journey to 
Yeppoon or Rockhampton for medical atten
tion. ·where would these relief workers and 
p~nsioners obtain the money to pay the car 
hire to Y eppoon or the train fare to Rock
hampton? I maintain that it would be a 
hardship to these people if that home was 
closed. 

vVhen speaking recently about social ser
vices for the people, the Premier said, " vVho 
would be so sordid as to endeavour to 
<lompute in terms of filthy lucre the ser
vice that is being given to the people 
by social services such as hospitals? " or 

words to that effect. I subscribe to those 
remarks. After all, the sum to be found 
by the local authorities controlling this 
service is only £196, of which £100 has to 
be found by the people directly interested. 
vVhen the com·alescent home was handed 
over to the Rockhampton Hospitals Boanl 
some years ago it was given as a gift by the 
people of Emu Park, and at the time the 
chairman of that board promised that if the 
convalescent home was closed at any time he 
would see that they always had some sub
stitute service in that centre. I urge upon 
the Minister to take what action he deems 
necessary to ensure that this service Is not 
lost to the people in Emu P<~.rk. 

I also wish to draw the attention of the 
Minister to the lack of medical service in the 
vV owan district. 

For more than twelve months the people 
in tho \Yov,an district have been withom 
the services of a doctor or hospital. It is 
true they. have an ambulance service there, 
and I .;v::ts told bv the ambulance officer 
that he has found it necessary to con
fine women in the Wowan district on 
two occasions during the last twenty-four 
months. I maintain that the people in the 
outback-who are said to be the backbone of 
the country-are deserving of a much better 
mecliccll service than is afforded by an 
ambulance officer, no matter how efficient 
that ofLcer may be. There are roughly about 
800 people in the W owan district, and I 
urge upon the Minister to investigate the 
position and see if something cannot be done 
to giYe the people in that district a much 
better medical service than they are getting. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: Would not the board deal 
with that? 

Mr. DA:'>JIEL: I believe it is outside the 
province of the board. Unfortunately, there 
does not seem to be any nucleus from which 
to build up a hospital and medical service 
there. 

I wish now to brieflv refer to the road 
from the railway sidin"g to tl:e Westwoo<l 
Sanatoriem. I took this matter up last 
Januarv, and it has been tossrd from one 
depart~cnt to the other. I have been like 
the sea : going in and out of departments 
with this difference-I ha H\ not been shift
ing any sand. The so \Hl is ~till there, as 
I found it when I scarte<l mve.,tigations 
in January. I believe this road has been 
asked for for many years. The file 
goes back four or five years at any rate. 
At the outset the reason put forward 
for not building the road was that there 
were no relief workers available in the 
Westwood district. I find that the matter 
has now developed to the point that the 
Department of Health and Home Affairs has 
asked the local authority to give an estimate 
of the cost of the work. What are the officers 
of the Main Roads Commission at Rock
hampton doing? Surely to goodness the 
departments of the Government are not so 
divorced from one another that they cannot 
co-operate. In justice to the Minister, I 
admit that I have not interviewed him in 
regard to this matter, although I have con
ferred with the heads of the department. 
The Under Secretary knows full well the 
state of the road. He had to keep his hand 
to his mouth to prevent his teeth from 
rattling when journeying up and down the 
road in the old sulky he rode in there. 1 
urge that the investigation be expedited and 
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the work be taken in hand as early as pos
sible to ensure the si<;k people some small 
comfort when travelling between the institu
tion and the railway station. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS (Hon. E. M. Hanlon, 
Ithaca) [3.31 p.m.]: I understand the Rock
hampton Hospitals Board decided that the 
convalescent home at Emu Park WM no 
longer necessary, and proposed to close it. 
Representation made by the hon. member 
who has resumed his seat and bv the resi
dents of Emu Park were forwarded to the 
hospitals board, and I understand that there 
is a postponement of the closure to see if 
any revenue can be raised to keep the home 
open, if possible. 

As to the other point raised by the hon. 
member for Keppel, naturally local roads 
are the concern of the local authority. 

Mr. DANIEL: This is inside-from the gate 
up. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AXD 
HOME AFFAIRS: As money is available, 
the work can be done. Much money has 
been spent in altering and enlarging the 
i.~stitutiun at Westbrook, which now houses 
all the bad tuberculosis patients in the 
State. The last of the Dalby inmates were 
transferred to West brook. 

Mr. DANIEL: They have been asking for 
a roaci for five years. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AXD 
HOME AFFAIRS: The accommodation for 
patients at the institution was more urgent 
than the provision of a road fc,r the comfort 
of those going backwards and forwards on 
business to it. The available money has been 
allocated for the supply of the additional 
services, equipment. and so on, required in 
the hospital, at which very good work is 
being done by the medical officer in charge. 
He is an authoritv on tuberculosis of at 
least Commonwealth fame, <-nd at present 
is taking a post-graduate course. He is 
performing very valuable work in the investi
gation and treatment of the disease. Every
thing will be done to make the surroundings 
as attractive as possible when the money is 
available. The gardens and surroundings aro 
indeed very good. The institution is a very 
attractive one, and as money is available 
everything will be done for the comfort, not 
only of patients, but also of visitors. 

The hon. member for South Brisbane raised 
the important question of the policing of 
private hospitals. An Act passed last session 
put the control of private hospitals under 
the State. Previously, the registration of 
private hospitals was a matter for the local 
authority. The department :1as laid down 
definite standards for -equipment and safety, 
The old wooden buildings used for private 
hospitals purposes will be gradually elimin
ated. Buildings of a fireproof nature will 
be compulwry, as will aleo a properly quali
fied nursing staff. Cnder the old system a 
large number of private hospitals carried on 
without an adequate nursing staff to look 
after the welfare of the patients. 

In addition, some very undesirable in,ti
tutions have been refused renewals of their 
lic·onses. One in Brisbane, which figured in 
the recent death of a girl following an 01Jera
tion, has been dosed altogPther. I think 
it i, time that Parliament realised that some
thing should be done in the interests and 
safety of young mothers-perhaps unmarried 
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mothers-who are tempted to go into thew 
institutions for the purpose of abortion. The 
practice is one which is growing, and not: 
only is the illegal operation a breach of the· 
law-a very serious breach at that-but tre
mendous harm is done to the health of young 
women as a result. To the public, unin
formed, it might appear as if the Govern
ment are not paying sufficient attention to
this practice. They may think the Govern
ment acquiesce in the practice of abortion,. 
because they see cases unearthed in which 
death follows illegal operations and no 
prosecutions follow. It is a very difficult 
thing to get evidence that will enable the 
Police Department to bring offenders before 
the court. 

For that reason, I have repeatedly said' 
that the profession itself will have to police 
its members. 

There is one way in which a medical man 
practising abortion can be got at. and that 
Js by the medical profession's assisting the 
Government, firstly, in securing evidence 
that will _b;ing about the trial of any offend
m!!' pract1t10ner1 and, secondly, by providing 
e\'ldence to g1ve the medical board the 
authori~y to. de register any such practitioner. 
I have 111 mmd a case of a young girl whose 
bod.l:' was ab<;mt to be cremated. The police 
receJVed adv1ce that everythmg was not in 
order with regard to hPr death. Thev 
arrived at the crematorium while the Eervice 
was being conducted, and by I!Oing round 
to the back of the building thev took charo-e 
of the body after it had af!egedlv be~n 
passed into the furnace. That bodv was 
brought into the city. where a post-mortem 
examination was conducted by the officers 
of my department. The examination showed 
that this girl had conceived before th_e age 
of consent-seventeen vears-and the ev1dencc 
wa~ that she had died following an illegal 
op0ration. It showed that she had been 
pregnant for some considerable time before 
her death. The medical man who conducted 
the post-mortem examination showed that 
it was impossible for the medical office1' who 
attended the case not to have known that 
'_tiC girl was pregnant. Her breasts were 
full of milk. The child had evidentlv been 
murdered-there is no other wav in~ which 
one can describe what had happe'Tied. How
ever, when it comes to securing evidence for 
a conviction we find that other medical men 
cover up the practice. I do not wish to 
suggest that the great bulk of medical men 
in Queensland indulge in such practices. 
:'\obody condemns this practice more 
strongly than the general run of doctors 
themst•lves< but they have the wrong outlook 
in dealing with it. They fail to realise 
or sense their real duty to the comml!nity, 
ar:cl seem to be actuated bv the idea 
rhat it is better to cover these things up 
and prevent the public from knowing that 
there are members of the medical profession 
who for a fee or reward will commit murder. 
In that outlook I find the ground for my com
plaint against the medical profession gene
rally. I say it is the duty of every practising 
man to help the Government in bringing 
wch an offender before a court, having him 
convicted and punished for his offence. But 
the rever-e is the case. In this instance the 
doctor who had the girl in his care, when 
it "·as evident that the child was going to 
die, called in another practitioner to cover 
him up, and they certified that death was 



Supply. [7 OcTOBER.] Supply. 883 

due to pneumonia or some complaint of the 
lungs. 

Mr. MOORE : In that case thev had an 
X-ray photograph. · 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A:::\D 
HOME AFFAIRS: Yes. The practitioner 
callod in a radiologist, who took an X-ray 
photog-raph of the lungs. The radiologist 
could not be accueed of any crime. He came 
in, saw the girl in her nightdress and took 
an X-ray photograph of the lungs. His 
reading of the X-ray was correct. It showed 
a congution of the lungs that could be due 
either to pneumonia or to sepsis follow
ing abortion. but the <'omplaint is against 
another prar ~itioner who was called in as 
a consultant. 

Mr. MooRE : He was shown the photograph. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTII A::\D 
HOME AFFAIRS: But he should have done 
more. He >vas called in as a consultant in 
connection with a girl who obviously was 
going to die, and he could not have done 
hie dut-. without examining that girl. To 
examine that girl's chest at all he must 
ha1·e been aware that the breash were full 
of milk. and consequently could not have 
helped knowing that the girl had recently 
eith<'r givc·n hirth to a child or had had 
a rniscarriage. l{nowing that, he rnu~t read 
the re~i reac-on for the markings on the 
radiograph of the lungs of the girl. He 
could be under no misunderstanding what
ever. Those markings could be duE> to a 
lung· complaint, or they could bo due to 
sep~is following a miscarriage. l-Ia Ying 
touched the girl at all, he must have known 
in11nediately \vhat. \vas the real rt:ason for, 
the markings as shown by the X-ray. 

Further, the Cremation Act pro,-idh that 
apother practitioner who has had nothing 
to do with the treatment of the patient must 
<·ertify that there are no suspicious circum
stances sunounding the death. The object 
of that provision is to ensure that there is 
no possibility that any crime has been com· 
mitted and that. the death is due to natural 
cames in keeping \Yith the certificate before 
the body is destroyed by cremation. How
cl·er, that medical officer, acting on the idea 
that it is far better to cover up these things 
and not lot the people know that there are 
certain medical practitioners \vho should 
be in gaol, issued· a certific.1ts for er em a· 
tion. I vcrv much doubt whether he 
examined tne 'body at all. I rE>ad through 
the depositions very carefully from end to 
end-and a yery great file of papers 1t was, 
too-to see \vhy it was that no prosecution 
took placoo Judging by what transpired at 
the inqupst, I formed the conclusion that that 
doctor, knowing the reputation of tho prac
titioner who had signed the death certifi
cate, refrained from examining the body 
so that he would not know that an abor
tion had been committed on that girl. 

I referred the matter to the Crown 
Solicitor's Office from the coroner and they 
sav that there is not enough m·idence to go on with the prosecution. I haYe refl'rred 
it to the Medical Board and they have 
decided that the practice at that time was 
not infamous conduct in a professional 
respect. I cannot imagine conduct more 
infamous than that of that doctor. How
ever as a layman, and not being in a posi
tion' to dispute medical evidence, I asked 
the Director-General of Health and Medical 
Services to take those depositions, read them 

through and give me his opmwn. He has 
summed un the proceedings in a paper that 
I am going to lay on the table of the House 
for the information of hon. members. He 
makes no bones about his opinion that any
body with the slightest medical training at 
all would know that the girl had dierl as 
the result of an abortion. 

The-re was no reason wh0 the ;'>1edica I 
Board shollld attempt to cover up that 
practice and allow that man to continue 
h:s practice as •a doctot. Although the evi
dence that '' e can proffer may not be Qf 
such a nature· as to secure a .conviction on 
a charge of murder, at the same time there 
is enough evidence to convince any decent 
practitioner that these doctors are unfit 
tQ be registered as medical practitioners and 
allowed to carry on their practice. That is 
what I have been asking the medical pN
fcssion to do. They can police the profession 
themseh-es, because they are giYen tre
mendous power. The Medical Board has the 
right tQ deregister any medical man who it 
thinks is guilty of prQfessional misconduct. 
The reply of the chairman of the board 
was that the practitioner is allowed the right 
of appeal to thP Supreme Court. He is, but, 
his appeal to the Supreme Court is against 
the justice of the decision of the Medical 
Board. Smcly to goodness in cases like 
that there are enough medical men avail
able' \vhc w1ll give evidence that such con
duct on the part of a medical practitioner is 
infamous conduct. That is the only decision 
theY have to arrive at. 

( think it is time that thn communitv 
knew th<1t the Go:verament arc not acquios~
ing m this horrible practice. that we view 
the increase in it with :very grave alarm 
indeed, and that we propose rigidly to 
investigate any suspicious rlnaths that may 
take place in these private hospitals. The 
Director-GE>neral of Health and Medical Ser
\'iccs has pm·,-N to refuse to license such 
hospitals and dosed the hospital where the 
death occurred, but the medical practitioner 
who vms responsible for the operation is 
still practising anrl is still entitled to call 
himself a doctor. The medical profession will 
have to alter their tactics; they will have 
to accept the responsibility that goes with 
the authority f(iven t(} them. It must be 
renwmbcred that when authority is given 
to any body of men (}r any individual there 
goes with that authority always the respon
sibility to do the right thing. It is no good 
these people desiring to have the authority 
that they have without accepting the very 
grave responsibilities that are involved. 
The medical profession are given the 
authoritv under the '\1edical Act. \V c know 
the delicate \YOrk that the medical profcs
fiion have to perform, but they are given 
power tQ control the profession by being 
n hie to register or deregister, to lay down 
who shall practise and who shall not, and 
rL;iclly exclude cver;•i doctor who does 
not conduct his practice in an honourable 
way. The Medical Board has the authority 
to control the profession itself. If it desireB 
to have that authority then it must also 
accept the very graYe responsibility that 
gees with it. If not its members should 
resign and make room for others who will 
stand up to their authority. The great bulk 
of the medical practitioners in this State 
are decent clean-living men and women and 
thev will h~J.ve to make up their minds to 
remove this scandal from the profession. 

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.] 
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They oo.uld do it quite easily if they would 
loyally help the Medical Board and the 
Government to get rid of these dishonour
able practitioners. I lay on the table of 
the Chamber a copy of the report referred 
to for perusal by hon. members. 

(Whereupon Mr. Hanlon laid the paper on 
the table.) 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS: There has been a con
siderable amount of discussion concerning 
hospitals generally. The Leader of the 
Opposition complained that the Government 
created hospital districts against the will of 
the people concerned, but that is not cor
rect. The Government create districts and 
appoint hospital boards to control these 
institutions only in localities where the people 
fail to maintain a satisfactorv service. We 
have never brought a hospital under the 
Hospitals Act where it was successful!;; 
carried on, unless we were requested to do 
so by the local people, the hospital com
mitt·ee, and in some instances bv thP local 
authorities themselves. · 

Quite a number of local authorities in areas 
where voluntary hospitals are operating make 
large donations from their revenue for the 
mamtenance of such hospitals. We always 
give a subsidy on those donations at the 
same rate as on private benefactions. Many 
hundreds of pounds are thus given by local 
authorities to enable hospitals to carry on. 
They realise the necessity of a hospital, 
and that is the onlv reason for making the 
donations. If not, 'why should the Govern
ment spPnd money on subsi.dising the dona
tions? It must not be thought that we have 
~10thing else to do with money than pour 
1t out on unnecessary financing of hospitals. 
Surely to goodness hon. members realise 
that the Government are hard put to it to 
find money for the manv Eerviccs for which 
t~e. people are crying o'ut ! \Vo must snru
bmse ou~ accounts :·ery carefully to keep 
our hosp1tal expend1ture. which is 50 per 
cent. greater than the local authorities are 
asked to make, to as low a figure as possible. 
Some local people object to a hospital at all. 
Some are even of the opinion that it is 
waste of money to provide hospital service". 
At one time there were those who subscribed 
to the opinion that it was a waste of public 
money to provide monev to educate the 
chi!dren of the working class, but in these 
enlightened days the great majority of the 
pe~ple realise the necessity not only of edu
catmg our children but aim of providing 
an efficient hospital service for the com
munity. 

Some persons, too, object to any form of 
government service, Recently we had the 
S)H\(14;aclo of a little communitv in the 
metropolitan area seriously obje:ting to a 
propoml by the Brisbane Citv Council to 
extend its sanitary sen-ices to their district. 
That .district had no sanitary service yet 
it.< re,idents thought it to be a treme,',.dovs 
infliction to be taxed £1 a '"ear to have a 
\vecldy service for the removal of their night
wil. They thought it looked as if they 
were becoming too darned "flash," and that 
i~ vvas unnecessary "flashne'""" to have a 
sanitary man calling at their residences 
weekly to remove their nightsoil. 'We had 
to do the right thing, irre<pective of whether 
the people had such a mean outlook--or, 
shall I say ?-would not realise the necessitv 
of providing for the health and wellbeing .;f 
their district. It is the object of the 

[Hon. E.JJ1. Hanlon. 

Government to cater for the great masses 
who require first-class social service. 
It was also suggested by one hon. member 

opposite that the Government should be 
more generous in their treatment of local 
authorities. I do not think he realises how 
generous we have been. It is only since this 
Government came into office that subsidies 
have been granted to hospitals for buil-ding 
purposes. That system was inaugurated 
because we desired to keep the capital cost 
of buildings to the hospital boards as low 
as we could. Every subsidy given in that 
respect by the Government is a relief to the 
local authority in that hospital district. 

Let me show what relief the Government 
have afforded in hospital maintenance only. 
Since the " Golden Casket " was established 
£980,000-just on £1,000,00Q-has been given 
as donations to maintenance of hospitals. 
That is a tremendous figure. I am not 
alluding to any £10 grant or the Govern
ment's share of the hospital precept; I mean 
grants to reduce the cost of running hospitals. 
Since the financial vear 1933-34. when we 
were getting our hospitals reconstruction 
policy into its stride, we decided to help the 
people to keep the charge of hospital build
ings on local authorities down as low as 
possible by making grants for that purpose. 
For instance, a grant of £10,000 was made to 
th<) Stanthorpe hospital towards the cost of 
a new building. The actual cost of that 
building to the people in the area was 
£24,000, less £10,000 grant madf' by the 
Government, or a net charge of £14,000. 
Only 40 per cent. of that amount was met 
by the local people, 

We studied careful! v the effect of all these 
buildings on the local authority in the area 
in question. In the few years we have been 
pursuing this policy, we have given £141,000 
in grant' towards the erection of new hos
pital buildings to lighten the burden cf 
that capital expenditure on the local authori
ties, apart altogether from the thousands 
of pounds given in grants for the erec
tion of maternity hospitals. I can assure 
hon. members that every endeavour is made 
to keep hospital charges within a reasonable 
figure. '\Ye do not desire to embarrass local 
authorities. On the contrary, we desire to 
help the ho·-pital service to giv-e an efficient 
service and at the same time keep the cost 
within the limits of the purees of the people 
in the districts affected. 

I was amused to hear the storv that the 
city people got out of paying for the upkeep 
of the hospitals and only the primary pro
ducers paid. I call the attention of hon. 
members to the fact that the lj',reat bulk 
of the cost of the hospital service for Bris
bane and South Coast hospitals district, 
which extends from Landsborough and 
Maleny to the New South '\Vales border, is 
borne by the citv of Brisbane. One property 
in Queen street in which a retail business is 
conducted has a land va-luation of £91,905, 
and that firm contributes £241 5s. to the 
upkeep of the Brisbane Hospital. 

Mr. MAHER: There are tens of thousands 
of people earning good incomes in this city 
who pay nothing. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS: They all have to pay 
their rent and pay their share of the hospital 
precept. The city of Brisbane pays a tre
mendous part of the cost of the surround
ing areas. Take Rockhampton, Townsville, 
or Toowoomba. Townsville, with a valua
tion of £1,000,000, carries the bulk of the 
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hospital expenditure for the surrounding 
shires. \Vhere the city is rich, where it has 
high valuations, it carries a part of the cost 
for the poorer shires. The rich territory 
surrounding little struggling country towns 
has to bear the greatest share of the cost. 

Mr. DEACON: Take Toowoomba! 
The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 

HOME AFFAIRS: Toowoomba is paying a 
fair percentage of the hospitals precept. 

Mr. DEACON : The shires pay more per 
head. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS : They m&y pay more 
per head of ratepayers. 

Mr. DEACON: They do. 
The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 

HOME AFFAIRS: That may be so. If you 
take the average small farmer you will find 
his local authority valuation is not greatly in 
excess of the ordinary suburban property; the 
value of his land may be. I have seen instances 
where land values have been deliberately 
depreciated in some shires. That is the 
real ·difficulty-the valuation in some dis
tricts compared with others-it is so easy to 
manipulate. That is a wrong principle. 
That is one of the reasons why we inserted 
a provision in the Local Government Act 
preventing shire clerks from acting as valuers, 
because of the inducement for them to keep 
the cost to their own council down or 
value their shires at a lower valuation so 
as to avoid part of the hospital precepts. 
\Ve do not allow the shire clerk to act as 
valuer for the council. We know that 
difficulty, and hopo to overcome it in the 
near future. As hon. members say, there 
arc difficulties. There are alwa:cs anomalies. 
There is not an Act on the sta tutc-book in 
relation to which one could not point out 
some anomaly. Obviously you cannot by rule 
of thumb operate a svstem that would deal 
equitably with every c'itizen in a State where 
the conditions vary and where the people are 
engag"d in all kinds of industries; still, we 
are domg the best we can under the circum
stances. 

I wish to make passing reference to 
the remarkable speech of the hon. member 
for Oxley. Despite the fact that the Oppo
sition, including that hon. member, have 
been moaning about the tax on the local 
authoritieo, he gets up to-day and savs the 
vote is not sufficient and that the expendi
ture on hospitals should be increased. If 
thP expenditurP is increased for the Govern
ment it is increased for the local authority 
also. What I take particular exception to 
Is the statement that nurses were underfed 
an4 that they had to get away with the 
fnut from the patients. That is all rubbish. 

M_r. MAHER: He only said that in a jocular 
sti·am. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS: This practice of saving 
nasty things in a jocular strain can be carried 
too far. These girls are entitled to a fair 
deal, particularly from hon. members of this 
Committee. They are as fine a body of girls 
as one would find in any part of the world. 

HONOURABLE MEMBER~ : Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 

HO ::VIE AFFAIRS: This applies not only to 
those at the Brisbane Hospital but also to 
the staff at every hospital I have visited. 
It must not be forgotten that to say a 
thing in a jocular way here is one thing, 
and to read it in cold print is another. One 

cannot read the jocular manner into " Han
sard." It stands there as a cold statement, 
and I think the hon. member for Oxley 
should make an explanation that he was 
joking. It is very unfair for him to reflect 
on the honesty of the nurses at the Brisbane 
Hospital in the way he did. He should 
make an explanation and an apology to these 
girls for what he said even if his remarks 
were meant as a joke. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN: Some of them give 
it to the nurses. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS: Of course, the patients 
would give anything they could to the girls. 
To say they are underfed and the only 
fruit they get is what is brought to the 
patients-! have written down what he said 
so that he cannot wriggle out of it and I 
can check up what he tries to do witH his 
" Hansard " proof in the morning. He 
should in all fairness to the girls apologise 
for the statement. 

Much criticism has been levelled at the 
policy of having large hospitals. Hon. mem
bers say that the Brisbane General Hospital 
is too big and object to the spending of 
money in bricks and mortar. Good service 
cannot be given unless it is properly housed, 
and the advantage of skilled medical mAn 
and nurses is of little avail unless the proper 
equipment is provided. Medical science is 
advancing by leaps and bounds, and conse
quently there is the need for continual expen-· 
diture in keeping the equipment up to date. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN : Is there not a 
difference of opinion amongst experts as to 
whether there should be one large building 
or several small hospitals? 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS: No. Very few people 
subscribe to the latter idea to-day, and it is 
really only prejudice. There never has been 
a sound reason advanced that there is any 
magic in a particular number of beds. Some 
doctors contend that 500 beds is the maxi
mum number for one hospital. On the other 
hand, others vote for 300 beds, and others 
favour 700 beds. Nobody has told me tho 
reason why they favour those particular 
numbers, but the tendency all the world over 
is to have large hospitals, bigger and bigger 
hospitals. 

The best testimony that we haye had as 
to the Brisbane Hospital comes from Pro
fessor \Vilkinson, who came to Brisbane a~ 
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine in the 
Queensland University and head of the 
school of medicine established here. He saw 
our hospital and studied our system and 
told the board that Brisbane was the only 
part of Australia where all the facilitie~ for 
the complete training of medical students 
existed on one site, which provided the 
opportunity for the establishment and buiid .. 
ing of a model medical school. Every form 
of disease can be dealt with there. The
maternity hospital is adjacent to the General 
Hospital, and the Children's HosrJital, 
medical and surgical wards, and the Ho,pitat 
for Infectious Diseases arc all there. EYery 
form of medical activity is in one centre 
with the Medical School adjacent. And that 
is the proper situation for such a schooL 
There are some who think that a mc•dicat 
school should be out in the bush where the 
s!udents should have plenty of room to play 
tJggy or red rover. The function of a 
university is to teach, and there is no more 

Hon. E. M. Hanlm>. 
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suitable place for the establishment of a 
medical school than in the immediate vicinih· 
of a big hospitaL · 

I can give hon. members wme information 
as to other hospitals in the world. A new 
hospital is being erected at Lille in France. 
It is going to have 2,250 beds, and the area 
of the site upon which it will be erected 
is 148 acres. A school of medicine is an 
integral part of Lille and it prm·idcs for 
800 students. That is an illustration of a 
modern development. That hospital is to be 
erected in an old-world city where hnd is 
dear, the city crowded and every available 
acre of the country is taken up. At the 
Bcaujon Hospital in Paris a building is to 
be erected, costing £1,017.277, that will have 
1,100 beds. At Los Angele.s a !Jew one is 
being Nected at a cost of £2.600.000 and it 
will, contain 2,244 beds. I hayo before me 
particulars of a new hospital in ::\ e1v York, 
c;ontainmg 1,041 beds. 

It is proposed to build a new hospital at 
Birmingham, and it will be a replica of the 
hospital plan we have in Brisbane. The 
ground plan shows several ,ix-story blocks, 
connected by balconies, so that each block 
will become a part of a whole. This system 
makes for cheaper administration and 
reduces the amonnt of travelling to be done. 
This hospital is to cost £1,250.000 and the 
area of the site is 150 acres. This new 
hospital is estimated to be adequate for fifty 
years. It is to begin with a general hospital 
section of 740 beds and will probably fini<h 
up at 1,000. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAX: If the birthrate 
continues to decline at ib present rate 
there will be no need for it. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AXD 
HOME AFFAIRS : There is another factor 
operating that will have an influence on 
that, and I shall refer to it in a moment. 
The govcming body of that hospital has sent 
out this little book describing it all and it 
rcfet·s to the functions of a hospita'! centre 
m this way-

" In its broadest sense a hospital 
centre m a v be said to have four functions 
-(1} trea'tment of sick and injured
medical: (2) training of doctors and 
nurses-teaching; (3) investigation into 
the cause of disease--research: (4) con
structive health building-social." 

One cannot get away from the fact that 
hospitals to-day involve a tremendous cost. 
~o hospital authority is justified in provid
mg hospitals and accommodation for the 
sick without making some effort to try to 
prevent sickness and reduce as much as 
possible the burden of the treatment of the 
sick. We should not tax ourselves to give 
treatment if we do not provide for preven
tive measures, research into the causes of 
diseases, and methods of preventing disease. 
Those are important functions and Birming
ham seems to understand thee position m 
building this additional hospital. 

This will not be the only hospital in 
Birmingham, because there are many there 
now, and they are big ones, too. They pro
pose to have a medical school attaehed to the 
University of Birmingham. 'rhe ground plan 
shows the university site on one side of 
the road and the hospital site on the other. 
Ground has been resumed right alongside 
the universitv so tha.t the medical school will 
form part 'of that centre. That is the 
scheme we proposed here some years ago. 

[Hon. E. M. Hanlon. 

The hon. member for Dalby suggested a 
moment ago that if the birth rate continued 
to decline they will possibly not n_eed the 
hospitals. The British Medical Association 
has become aware of the possibility, and I 
have a report dealing with the matter. 
To-dav the hospitals are serving more people 
then they ever did before, and this is a 
good opportunity to quote a few paragraphs 
dealing with these matters from the official 
publication of a hospitals' policy by the 
British Medical Association, published in 
London in December, 1936. Th~ introductory 
notes say-

" Among the social changes of recent 
years none is more remarkable than that 
which has taken place in our hospitals. 
Originally charitable institutions for the 
general treatment of the very poor, they 
have become centres of high],- special
ised and complex service, to which four
fifths of the population look for help, 
and where the communitv as a. whole 
cla.ims as a right services which can only 
be rendered by a great organisation or 
its dependent branches." 

Then it goes on to say-
" There is an urgent national demand 

that the benefits of the fully staffed and 
equipped hospital shall not be denied to 
any class in the community, and in par
ticular shall be available at reasonable 
rates for those who cannot meet the cost 
of private nursing homes and whose 
means are yet above the income level of 
the insured person," 

Of course, they have the insurance contribu
tory scheme there for the wage-earner, too. 

That is just what we are doing here, and 
that is what several hon. members opposite 
have objected to, and what a great many 
local authority men have objected to-the 
development of modern buildings with accom
modation for the paying patient as well as 
the publiQ patient. By Christmas time we 
hope to open a block in the Brisbane Hos
pital for private patients. We are providing 
beautifully furnished rooms, highly qualified 
nursing attention, the best of professional 
supervision all the time by the resident 
medical staff, and the patient can go in 
there and have his own doctor attending 
him, and we expect the fees to be somewhere 
about £4 a week for all services. There 
will be none of those extras that in some 
hospitals help to double the cost. To-day 
the ordinary middle-class man is terrified of 
going to private hospitals. He might go into 
the private hospital in the belief that it is 
going to cost him £6 a week for a hospital 
fee, but when he gets his bill he finds that 
that £6 a week is only a part of the cost. 
Every safetv pin, every dose of castor oil, 
and 'ev<?J'ything else is charged for at high 
rates, and the £5 or £6 a week that he 
arranged to pay is only part of the hospital 
bill. No private hospital can provide the 
organisation or the equipment that is going 
into the Brisbane General Hospital and into 
every district hospital in the State, and, 
consequently. the people are beginnmg to 
think that the best services should not be 
reserved to the poor alone; it should be 
available to everybody in the community, 
and that is what our hospital system is pro
viding for. 

This publication goes on to mention the 
effect of recent legislation. It says-

" By reason of the LoQal Government 
Act, 1929, there will be from April, 1930, 
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onwards development of hospital services 
by local authorities. The poor law hos
pitals will become council hospitals, 
administered by these bodies. Progressive 
local authorities will take counsel with 
committees repre,enting the governing 
bodies and the medical staffs of the 
voluntary hospitals of their areas, explore 
the needs of their district, and will 
envisage and plan complete hospital 
provision for the communities they repre
sent." 

They are beginning to get the correct out
look. 

Then they refer to the service conditions 
of the medical staff. Hon. members must 
remember that a large number of the hos
pitals in England are municipal hospitals, 
and they are run by the local-governing 
bodies entirely as a municipal service. They 
say-

" In council hospitals the medical 
staffs, whether whole or part-time, have 
in the past been paid by salary or on a 
basis of remuneration for work done. 
In voluntary hospitals the visiting staff 
has, in the majority of instances, been 
honorary, payment being made only for 
certain classes of work, in particular, 
that done for local authorities, or under 
the auspices of government departments. 

" It is certain that local authorities 
must continue in their council hospitals 
some system of paid medical staffs, 
whether whole or part-time. If the 
voluntary hospital system is to persist, 
and even more if demands for expan
sion are to be met. the visiting staffs 
must be paid on a like basis." 

They emphasise the need for the co-ordina
tion of hospital services. 

They further say-
" There are in this country two types 

of hospital in which provision is made 
for the treatment and nursing of the 
sick, viz., council hospitals and volun
tary hospitals. In the opinion of the 
association it is necessary to ensure (i.) 
that there shall be no unnecessary 
duplication of accommodation or waste
ful competition with or between these 
two types of institution, and (ii.) that 
in the development of additional accom
modation, this development may be 
related to existing hospital accommoda
tion." 

They have realised all the things that we 
have been planning here for a long time. 

Then they deal with the system of hospital 
g1'0uping, which W8 are carrying into effect 
in this State. On that point they say-

" The association envisages a hospital 
system in which all hospitals in a given 
area will be grouped round a central or 
base hospital. In the existing state of 
affairs the central or base hospital will 
generally be one of the larger voluntary 
hospitals. This may or may not be the 
locus of a medical school, but will in 
any oas<> be expected to set the standard 
of practice in the area and be the chief 
centre of education and reoearch." 

It goes on to say--
" No class of case, other than infec

tious and certifiably insane, should be 
excluded from the central or base hos
pital. Certain catagories of cases might, 
however, according to local circum~ 

stances, be allocated to other hospitals 
of the area, provided they VI ere still 
available for teaching purposes when 
necessary. 

" It is inevitable that some local 
authorities will have more than one 
base hospital in their area and some 
ha se hospitals will ha Vf> to deal with 
more than one local authority (especi
ally in the case of county council and 
county borough councils in the sam'l 
county). In order to facilitate 
c-o-ordination the boundaries of hospital 
areas should, however, as far as possible, 
coincide with those of local government 
areas.'' 

Hon. members will see how the British 
Medical Association in England is linking 
up the whole of the hospital service with 
local authorities. Local authorities hospitals 
cater • entirely f.or certain local authority 
areas. The system is to have a base hos
pital with several dependent hospitals in 
the area, controlled by that authority, but 
with no overlapping or duplication of ser
vices. Again, they demand that both the 
voluntary and council hospital shall have a 
salaried medical staff. 

Under our scheme we do not envisage only 
the construction of the building at the 
Bowen Bridge road for the service of the 
Brisbane people. Upon the completion of 
that scheme other hospitals will be con
structed in the outlying parts of the metro
politan area and in other distrids. At the 
present time the Brisbane and South Coast 
Hospitals Board is building a hospital at 
Canungra and another at Maleny. Later a 
hospital is to be built at Southport. Later 
on it is proposed to build hospitals on the 
south side of the river and in further out
lying iiuburbs of the city. They will be 
hospitals attached to the base hospital, and 
there will be no unnecEssary duplication of 
equipment. At the present time we have 
out patients departments at Wynnum, Sand
gate, and Cribb Island, but a number 
of others will be set up as the scheme is 
deYelopccl for the convenience of the people. 
\Ve are carrying out a scheme that will pro
ride for a complete, modern, properly 
equipped and scientifically controlled hos
pital centre at Bowen Bridge r' .,d with 
ether incidental institutions scattered 
throughout the district. 

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) [4.19 p.m.]: Unfor
tunate;,,-, when the Minister was replying, 1 
was cs lled out of the Chamber bv one of 
my electors on an important matte!· of busi
ness concerning the electorate and I did 
not hear all that he had to say, but as is 
usual with him he misconstrued my remarks 
and placed on them an interpretation alto
gether foreign to what I said. I understand 
he said that I had said that the onh fruit 
the nurses got they had to steal from the 
]>aticnts. I do not know whether he said 
that, but if he did it is absolutely untrue, 
because I made no su<'h statement. What 
I said was that the only fruit tlw nurses. 
could get \\as fruit brought into the institu
tion by visitors who come to sec patient'.'· 
and that they gave the nurses part of it. Jt 
was the Minister who introduced the word 
·'steal." It was not ~sed by me. I did 
not for one moment think that nurses would 
steal fruit from patients. \Vhat actua.lly 
happens is that the nurses ·Out there get so 
little fruit that when visitors come to see 

Mr.Nimmo.] 
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p.a,ticnts and bring them a bag of fruit, 
the patients are only too delighted to give 
a part to the nurses. Of course, they love 
fruit, and as pointed out the vote is so 
inadequate, consequent on the building of 
the huge edifice at Bowen Bridge road, that 
there 'an be no money to buy fruit. Cer
tainly, a small quanity of fruit may be 
bought, but not nearly enough for an insti· 
tution of that kind. I should like the 
:Minister to table a statement showing the 
cost of fruit bought for the nurse•·. in that 
institution. 

Mr. GAIR: The Minister excused you by 
saying you were jocular. 

Mr. ::\IM::'v10 : I was not jocular. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : He 

apologised for you. 

Mr. ::\IMl\10: Then lS no doubt about 
what the Minister said. W <: object to itis 
getting up in this Chambe1 and allegedly 
repeating statements made by hon. members 
in a form that is totallv untrue and total!> 
unjust to the hon. member concerned. I am 
not apologising for my remarks. I intend to 
stick to the statement I made-that the 
nurses in the Brisbane General Hoe:1ital do 
not get enough fruit, and that the oru_. fruit 
they get is brought in for patients and gi>en 
to them by those patients. 

Tho ~P0"01:"11A"OV 'L'I"\'D -r:.:fpu~~"': ~ _ !-!.'2-:::~ 

AFFAIRS: That is what you neglected to say, 

1\Ir. ::\IMMO : The hon. gentleman fre. 
quently mi,construes statements made from 
this eide of the Committee. The .Minister 
has a bent for reading words into an hon. 
rnernber's ren1arks and n1aking insinuations. 
\'v' e all know that the omission or inclusion 
of a comma will alter the whole mEaning 
of a sentence. The Minister was absolutelv 
wrong in attributing to me remarks which 
I did not make. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A::\'D 
HOME AFFAIRS (Hon. E. M. Hanlon, 
lthaca) [4.22 p.m.]: As a matter of fact, 
the hon. member for Oxley said-

" Do you know, Mr. Gledson. that the 
nurses at •the General Hospital in Bris, 
bane have to depend for their fruit 
supply upon what the visitors bring to 
the patients?" 

The hon. member did not say that the 
patients gave them fruit or .<tnything else. 
Anyone listening to his remarks would 
deduce that visitors brought fruit to the 
patients and that the nurses got away with 
it. 

Mr. Nnnro: You misconstrued it entire!~· 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A::\D 
HOME AFFAIRS: The hen. member said 
that the nurses depended for their fruit 
supply on the fruit brought to patients by 
visitors. Anyone listening to him could not 
help making the deduction that after the 
nurses retired from duty and the patient 
dropped off to sleep they returned and took 
the patient's pineapples and other fruit, con
veyed it to their quarters, and regaled them
selves with it in the dark. That was the 
statement the hqn. member made. 

~fr. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [4.24 p.m.]: I 
want to congratulate the ~1inister and his 
staff on their activities in the oversight of 
the health services of the State, particularly 
the work associated with the prevention of 
disease. The Government realise that medi
cal science has not advanced a great deal in 

[Mr. Nimmo. 

the last fifty, sixty, or one hundred years, 
and that the only way in which those 
diseases affecting the human body can be 
successfully combated is by establishing 
hospitals in which medical research can be 
carried out in conjunction with the treatment 
of actual disease. 

Another reason why the Government and 
the Minister, together with the department, 
haYe reason to be proud of the hospital 
development in Queens] and is that steps are 
being ta,ken in the nationalising of our hos
pital and health systems. When this work 
is finally brought to fruition it will confer a 
great benefit on the community. There is 
no doubt some of the medical friends of hon. 
members opposite fear this programme that 
is being put into operation because 1t will 
materially interfere with the profiteering 
that goes on under the guise of medical 
treatment. It is a well-known fact that the 
private hospitals of this city and other cities 
in Queensland ha>e been the source of huge 
fortunes for the medical men who serve pro· 
fe'<sionally in them. As much as 300 guineas 
h<. J been charged for a serious operation. 
Some members of the medical profession 
haYe become rich at the expense of the 
unfortunate sufferers. Under a nationalised 
hospital scheme e>er,Y' person will be able to 
avail himself of its service' and contribute 
~l'f!Ol~rl-in~ tn h;.;;: me>.!t,n'! 

In thi, connection I mention the Sister 
Kenny Clinic, where the method adopted by 
Sister Kenny for the treatment of infantile 
paralysis, the merit of which has not been 
recognised by the orthodox medical profes
sion, is being carried out. One of the 
reasons for the non,recognition of the merits 
of Sister Kenny's treatment by the medical 
profes.Jion is that it would cause a, reduction 
in the profits made by the orothpredic 
surgeons in this city. It will be readily 
recognised that the institution of the Sister 
Kennv Clinic for the treatment of unfortun
ate sufferers from infantile paralysis will 
have the effect of reducing the number of 
patients of the orthopredic surgeons. After 
all, a surgeon who has a clientele that brings 
him in an income of £2,000 or £3,000 a yea,r 
is loath to lose any of them. Fo-r thecie 
reasons the medical profession generally do 
not look with favour on the hospital system 
that is being introduced by the department. 
After all, there is throughout the world, par
ticularly in countries that give effect to 
social legislation, a, tendency to nationalise 
the whole of the health services; and many 
medical men recognise that such a system 
would be of great benefit to the community. 

JI/Ir. NnrMO: They have it in Russia. 

Mr. TA YLOR : They have it in oth<:r 
places besides Russia. The hon. member 1s 
suffering from a red complex. The hon. 
member has a blue outlook, and if he wore a 
red waistcoat and a white feather he would 
be a ·patriotic colour. 

Australia can benefit from the experiences 
of the older countries in these matters. 
The development of medical science in the 
interests of the community can be considered 
after taking into a,ccount the experience of 
the older countries in the nationalisation 
of health. The health of the community 
is a >ita! social and economic factor, and 
if we can improve our hospital and health 
services by scientific methods we shall accom
plish something for which we shall be given 
credit not only by the people but also by 
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the hone't medical practitioner. The people 
of Q!leensland are behind this Government in 
their organisation of the health and medical 
services of the State. 

::\lr. POWER (Baroona) [4.31 p.m.]: I 
congratulate the Secretary for Health and 
Home Affairs on the work he has done in the 
inauguration and carrying out of the hospital 
policy. Some little time ago I had the plea
sure of visiting many towns in Queensland in 
his company. The hon. gentleman takes the 
word of no one as to the conditions that 
exist in hospitals. He finds out for him
self personally, and pays great attention to 
minor details that are sometimes overlooke·d 
by others. Some of the hospitals we visited 
arc still open, although they certainly are 
not able to give the sick th<: necessary• 
treatment. 

At 4.32 p.m., 
::\Ir. KIXG (Marcc), ono of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair
man in the chair. 

::\Ir. POWER: The hospital buildin,.. at 
SpringRure was Yery dilapidated. and this 
applies to many others in Queensland. As 
" result of grants. from the "Golden C"ket" 
fund n1aclc by the l\linister great in1prove
n1cnts have resu1ted, and son1e new hos
pitals hase been constructed. 

Strmcg objection has been rai•ed •t various 
times to the districting of hospitals, but 
when the scheme has been fully explained 
bY the Minister to the people concerned, 
they readily af(roed that it would be well 
worth g-iving it a trial. The system of 
!taYing ba"' hospitals with an aerial ambu
la.nce service has been inaugurated, and 
this scheme will be supplemented, The 
treatment of verv serious cases from district 
hospitals at base" hospitals will be of untold 
nt!ue. The Minister has done ever:vthing he 
po,sibly can for the prevention of disease, 
and he has taken this added precaution that 
those w ha fall victims to disease m a v receive 
proper medical treatment in a well-~quipped 
hospital. T'he great majority of people have 
made little or no objection to the districting 
of hospitah. 

Hon. members opposite have raised their 
voices in protest against the present form 
of hospital taxation. There are many who 
do not contribute anything towards the 
wpport of medical service under a volun
tary system, but they are now called upon 
to pay their fair share. I say unhesitatingly 
they ,chould be compelled to contribute to 
the upkeep of hospitals. 

The action of the Minister in taking over 
the control of private hospitals from the 
local authorities was a wise move. It has 
praYed worth while. I know that the late 
Dr. Paul, who was the meclical officer 
attached to the Brisbane City Council, 
recommended that a license be not granted 
to a certain type of hospital. His decision 
was over-ruled at a meeting of the Health 
Committee of the council, the chairman of 
which has since been relegated from his 
position in the council to his former job in 
the Railway Department. Ho attempted to 
pit his knowledge against that of a medical 
man who knew the exact conditions operating 
in such hospitals. Many licenses have been 
granted for places that are totally unsuitable 
a; private hospitals. I agree with the hon. 
IY!f'mber for South Brisbane that practices 
are carried out in some hospitals that will 
not bear the light of day. 

There '" another important reason why the 
control of these hospitals should be in the 
hands of the Government. Many of the 
buildings are not suitable, and some have 
heen erected in verv bad locations. Further
more, should a fir"e occur, there would be 
no opportunity whatever of saving the lives 
of the patients. I remember that when I 
\Yas chairman of the IIealth Committee of 
tho Brisbane City Council application was 
made for permission to build a private hos
pital. and from the plans submitted it was 
se2n that the nurses' quarters were to bo 
placed underneath the hospital. I m a in
tain that tlwse women, who give such noble 
scrYice, \Yorking at any time and often at 
nig-ht. should at least have decent quarters 
i;, which to live when off duty. 

I stronglv condemn the statement made hv 
the hon. in'c:mlwr for Oxlev that manv of the 
Eurses in huspitals had to take fruit sent 
along for potients and convert it to their 
own use. I say that if the hon. membe1· for 
whom the Leader of the Opposition has 
apologised on numerous occasion,, made that 
ctatrment outside of this Chamber nurses 
would take action against him. It was 
unfair and cowardlr for an hon. 1nembe1~ to 
con1c hr'l'P under privilep-e and make such a 
condemnation of the nohle \Vomen \Yorking 
long hours and ·doing their ,-cry bE"··t for 
i he patients in their charge. For the hon. 
member for Oxley, who casts such a ,]ur 
otJ theso v;'Olllen--

i\Ir. :\L\XWELL: He said he ne,-er made the 
siatemcnt. 

:\Ir. PO\YER: The hon. member for Too
won[( knows more about cemeteries than 
hospitals. 

:VIr. :'IIAXWTLL: He said he neYer made the 
2taten1cnt. 

J\Ir. POvYER : " Hansard " will show 
whPther he made it or not. He made it, 
and I heard him make it. I sav that it was 
unfair. cowardly, and unwarranted for an 
hon. member to make that statement con
cPrning nurses. I believe he will receive 
hi' due re\\ ard when he faces th0 people. 
I Yenture to say that he is not preparecl to 
make such a statement against honourable 
wo,nen outside of this Chamber. As a 
matter of fact, I think it was the hon. 
member for Kennedv who asked if he was 
prepared to make "the statement outside. 
The hon. member said he was prepared to 
do 1t. He has been apologising ever since. 
He did make the statement became I heard 
hin1. ' 

Item (Hospitals) agreed to. 

FIRE BRIGADES. 
The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 

HO ::'liE AFFAIRS (Hon. E. M. Ha,, Ion, 
Ithaca) [4.,39 p.m.]: I move-

" That £24,000 be [ranted for 'Fire 
Brigades.) " 

This vote provides for an increase of £2,250 
oYer last year's, and this is due to the exten
SJOn of fire brigade services to other areas. 

I tom agreed to. 

INSAXITY. 
The SECRETARY FOR HK\LTH AND 

HO:YIE AFFAIRS (Hon. E. M. Hanlon, 
ltl•aca): I move-

,, That £223,443 be granted for 
' Insanity.' " 

The vote shows an increase this year, as ;t 
has done almost every year. It is natural 

Hon. E. JJ1. Hanlon.] 
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that a' the population grows so must these and I maintain that the medical history of 
i1wtitntions grow. There is an increase of every patient entering a mental hospital 
£7,758 this year. should be traced with a view to discovering 

The insanity sub-department is now receiv- whether there has been any removable cause 
ing a complete overhaul. The late Inspector of im.anity. Many women have been tern-
of Imanit:· retired at the end of !.ast vear. [,orarily insane .after childbirth as a result 
and the inspectoi· now is Dr. Coffev • the of a bad confinement. Sometimes an opera-
Deputy Director of Health and M~dical tion may put everything in order and they 
Scnicc'. \Ye have sent overseas a young become quite normal «tgain. If that opera-
doctor, Dr. Stafford, who is in charge of the tion is neglected permanent injury is done to 
mshtntwn at Ipswich. He is a very capable the nen-ous system, and then you may have a 
man, _and _perforrr:ed _his _duties e>eceptionaJly permanently insane patient on your hands. 
well m lns own mstltutwn. I believe that every endeavour should be 

I regard the insanity sen·ice as not being made to trace the medical historv of new 
up to the standard that is desired in this case,, to se<· whether improved m"othods of 
country. I think that there is room for treatment may be introduced for their 
immense improvement in the service given benefit. 
to the public and to the patients. '' Dr. Stafford was sent away to see what was 

1\'Ir. 11ooRE: There is room for improve- being done in America, England, and on 
ment in the prevention of insanity, the Continent, and fortunately a confer

ence on rncntal hygiene was held in Paris in 
Tlw SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AKD July this year which Dr. Stafford attended 

HOYIE AFFAIRS : That is tnw. and much and to which h0 pre,ented his credentials as 
can. be achieved in tha~ direction by strictly a delegate from Australia. Ho was thus 
poli~mg the malpractJces t_hat are being able to come in contact with the world's 
earned out to-day by cortam unc,crupulous leading specialists and we hope on his return 
medical men. Many of the female cases are to introduce a new Insanity Act. A great 
due to nen-OLb collapse after the birth of a deal of the improvements will be based on 
dnld or after. a miscarriage during preg- what Dr. Stafford has been able to discover 
naney. Insanity from that canso is often as a result of his tour abroad. 
bron!"ht about by previous malpractice by 
quahfiecl and unqualified practitioners. It must be remembered also that it is 
Everyone rcalis0 ·, that at childbirth a trr- Dr. Stafford's duty to find out the mistakes 
mendous ,,train is inflicted on the nervous that ha vc been made in the other countries 

t d l h 
of the war J.d. Other countries and other 

sys em. an. un_ os~ wome? ave proper care 
and attentiOn It IS possible that thev will authorities make mistakes and we do not 
.sufFer sPriously from nervous reaction: Vi'c want to repeat them. In altering our system 
haYe planned to establish, in association hero we do not want to repeat what has 
with . tho Brisb:<ne Maternity Hospital, a been proved to be "rang or unsuitable else-
psycluatry hospihl. a place where women where. As a result of his tour abroad Dr. 
whose nervous systems have been undulv Stafford will hav!' the opportunity of making 
shock0d can be treated as patients and nursed contact with the most modern institutions of 
back to ,ound mental health. That will be the world and with the greatest specialists 
a very valuable activitv of the Brisbane an<l in mental hygiene. The present Insanity 
South Coast Hospitals. Board. Act is out of date, and on his return we 

should be able not only to draft a new 
Our insanity hospitals arc in need of an Insanity Act but also to provide better 

overhaul, because there is to mv mind not treatment for patients in our institutions. 
enough investigation into the caus~ of 
patients' going_ into mental hospitals. I had The present institutions can be extended, 
a cas~ some bm_e ago where a young man too. For instance, there are people who 
'Yent mto a hospital certified as insane. His are temporarily dPranged as a result of some 
f<tther got in touch with the department. He infirmity who should be sent to an inter-
wanted the youth examined hy a specialist mediate institution for treatment, and not 
bPcause he said that the bov had had a bacl to a mental asylum. Then we have the most 
fall from a . horse some years before. and pitiable class of all, the people who have 
~e _thought It wa..s possible that the injury become feeble-minded on account of age. 
Inflicted to the head at that time might Their mental condition is not due to any sin 
have .. had something to do with his or to any accident, but solely to the break-
condibon. The Inspector of Asylums said down of their mental powers, consequent 
that nobody was better qualified to look after upon old ago. They are not suitable cases 
the boy than he was and that he would not for a mental hospital at all. and treatment 
allow anv outside o'fficer to see the vouth. cannot do them any good. We need special 
and that. as the boy was insane. he· could institutions to care for tllese people but 
n?t be le~t at l3;rge. The father had great they need not cost very m_uch. In the 
diffiqulty m gottmg that bov examined bv a greater number of cases relatiVes would be 
specialist. Whether anything could have prepared to pay for the accommodation of 
been done in that case or not I do not know old members of their familiPs in an instifu-
~ut I. reil"ard it as essential that som~ tion. There is nothing morf' distressing to 
llll'estigatwn ,should be made into the circum- a family than to haYe an aged relative who 
stances surrounding a person's entrv to a though bodily well is mentally feeble, and 
mental hospital. · has to be continually watched. 

_\Vhen a normal person, man or woman. Then there is the need for an institution 
With a normal standard of intelligence and for the treatment of mentally deficient 
the usnal amount of human brain-power persons. This year we hope to open at 
~uddenly has a nervous collapse and become~ Dalby the first institution of this kind for 
msane_. there must be some reason for it. men and boys. That will be the first step. 
Sometl:nl's the c~use is obvious to the medical We hope also to provide an institution for 
?ffice:· who c~rt1fies, but it is possible that mentally deficient women and children. We 
!llJunes received at some time or other have found that mentally deficient women 
during the life of that patient may have take a tremendous interest in mentally defi-
had something to do with the mental collapse, cient children. We discovered that at the 
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Diamantina Hospital where a ~ouple of men
tally deficient children-idiot children, as 
a matter of fact-were placed under the 
charge of more or lees mentally deficient 
women, but I do not suppose that any 
children got more careful or motherly atten
tion than these unfortunate children did. 
The mentallv deficient women will be able 
to run their own institution, do the bulk 
of the work and look after the mentally 
deficient children. Then there will be a form 
of training associated with these imtitntions 
and for men the rearing of poultry and pigs 
and similar occupations will make a better 
appeal to the weak-minded than any other 
form of training. 

I visited institutions in the South where 
attempts have be0n made to train mentally 
deficient children in trades so that they 
could earn their living. but I belieYo it 
is a complete failur<>. The cause is not far 
to seek because a tradesman has to have a 
higher average mentality than the ordinary 
unskilled worker, aud the problem is being 
tackled in the wrong way in trying to teach 
mentally deficient boys to make toys or 
somethi \g like that with tools. ::\1cntally 
deficient children will take an interest in 
an)\·thing that is alive and therefore the rear
ing of poultry and pigs and oimilar work 
offers them a greater intel'(·,;t than tlw 
routine occupation of toy-making or anything 
of that kind. All these institutions will 
ha Ye to be co-ordinated. 

\Yhen the matter was under consideration 
last vcar the GovNnment decided that it 
wonl~l be better to go slow in the matter 
so that when the work of reorganisation in 
the department was embarked on we could 
proceed on right lines and bf' guided by 
competent men who would first im·estigate 
e\'crything to be done. By adopting that 
policy we thought we should a.-oid the mis
takes made in older countries, as well as 
save useless expenditure. 

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) [4.50 p.m.]: J was 
very pleased to hear the statement from the 
Minister that the Government proposed to 
open an institution for mentally ·deficients, 
who are now treated at Goodna. That is 
a very desirable step and one with which I 
agree. 

I am sorry that Dr. Ellerton has retired 
from the position of Inspector of Asylums 
and Medical Superintendent of the Goodna 
Hospital for the Insane. I wish to pay a 
tribute to the wonderful work he did for 
this State. His work desened a very great 
reward. The Government would have be<>n 
well advised to ha,ve retained his services 
in an advisory capacity, even though he ma,y 
have attained the age of sixty-five years. 
Dr. Ellm·ton was a remarkable man, and 
statistics will prove that the results he 
obtained in connection with insanity were 
also remarkable. 

I again draw the attention of the Com
mittee to the necessity of increased accom
modation at Goodna. The GO\·ernment have 
done very good work during the last two or 
three years in providing the accommodation 
that is so nece~'ary, and I hope that the 
Minister will not adopt economics that are 
not in the best interests of the State or 
calculated to enhance its good name. The 
accommodation provided for nurses at the 
Goodna hospital is quite inadequate. 

Mr. PoWER: Now, be careful. 

_Mr. NIMMO: I am alwayc very careful. 
F1fty per cent. of the nurses at the Goodna 
hospital are sleeping on mattre',ses on the 
floor. I am sure that the Committee will 
be surprised to hear this. The reason is 
that the accommodation for the nursing 'taff 
is not adequate. I trust that the ~1inister 
will remedy this state of affairs. I do not 
think it has e.-er occurred in anv other 
institution. I have gone to the trouble of 
verifying this statement, and there c·m be 
no question about its correctness. I do not 
know whet!Jer the Minister is «ware of the 
fact. hut something should be done imrnC'tli
atcly to provide additional an,ommodation 
for nurses. 

I ;.houlcl also like to see the woodC'n clormi
tor::· at the Goodna, Mental Hospital rcrlaced 
by a brick building. If my suggC'stions are 
acted upon I shall be very >~·ell satisfi.:d. 

l\lr. DOI\'NELLY (TFynnum) [4.55 p.m,]: 
It appuns to me that the way W<· deal 
with insanity "''' are starting at the wrong 
end. IY e arc endeavouring to treat cer
tain effect, and nf'glccting to attack thejr 
nuse. It takns a bold speaker t8· get up 
and ach·ocat~ tlw adoption of certain mea
>tll'Cs to combat this growing evil. which is 
affenting thn whole of the people of Aus
tralia and the world. Some COlmtries have 
taken such measures to combat this evil that 
have not met vvith the approval of ether 
people. I suggest that the medical profes
,ion and member.~ of Parliament should 
g-o into conference on the subject. Y car 
after year Parliament meets and discusses 
various matters but no steps haYP been 
tr.b·n to stop the increase· in insanity. If 
we do not take effective steps to deal with 
this pernicious evil we shall be failing in 
our duty to the State. 

As 1 said before, it will take a bold man 
to get up and propose the action that should 
be taken. I know of manv cases where a 
little legislation could hav"e prevented an 
increase in the number of the insane. For 
example, a very healthy girl who worked 
for mY wife at one time married a man 
who d"evekped insanity. For 6!'veral years 
this man has been allowed to return home 
periodically, and each time his insanity 
deve.loped again and he has been taken to 
the asylum, leaving another imbecile chil_d 
behinrl h;m. This is regrettable, and It 
should not be permitted to continue. I do 
not propose to, advocate wholesale sterilisa· 
tivn, hut there are inmates in Government 
institutions who are sometimes released and 
return to their families, where they increase 
the number of insane in the State. and these 
cannot be of any use to any country. 

I appreciate thf' fact that the Minister 
is <'ll(ka.-ouring to make the living con· 
ditions of these people better. I sugg-est 
to hon. members generally that they visit 
these institutions and see the people who 
have grown up as a result of the regret
table omission t: introduce legislation to 
d<>al effectively with this problem. I main
tain, and I say with all respect, that the 
whole cause of imbecility is the misdeeds 
of the people. \V e know quite well the 
part that venereal disease has played in 
increasing the number of imbeciles who are 
born as a result of the misdeeds of their 
parents. Would it not be to our ever· 
lasting credit if we did something to stop 
this colossal evil ? 

Mr. Donnell7,r.] 
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The churches will say, ""\Ve must not 
iEterfere wlth nature." I agree with them, 
ne\'erthelcss, when God put us on this earth 
He put us on clean, but we shall visit the 
conqequenues of misdeeds on our children 
unless some measures are taken to prevent 
it_ I think the churches should join with us 
in trying to wipe out the caus0 of the 
increase in the number of insane. I do not 
'uggest for a moment that any party can 
deal with this matt<er. It is a national 
matter. The churches, which preach the 
gospel of God, and we, who preach the 
gospel of better living, should get together 
and take m<easures that will hav<e the effect 
of reducing the number of imbeciles that are 
born. I have gone to institutions and seen 
children who were born with half a hand 
and others who were slobbering down the 
face. They were getting the invalid pen, 
sion. I have had parents come to me who 
are getting the invalid pension and want 
n1r re assistan{ e and whose children arc sup~ 
p~rtcd by the State. The children are 
imhPciles and the parents aro hnbec'i1es, and 
the mother is bearing another child. It is 
an appalling state of affairs. 

This should not be made a party matter. 
It is a national problem, and we should get 
together, bring in the churches, and have a 
conference to cope with it in such a wa" that 
no person will be hurt. We must see that 
the children born and bred in this countrv 
enjoy a, decent standard of living instead of 
being a charge on the community. I am 
very insistent on this point. I have inter
viewed the Minister and drawn his attention 
to the cas~ I ha vo quoted, and he was very 
sympathetic, but as I now have the oppor
tunity I bring it before the notice of mem
bers of the Committee, and I trust I shall 
have the support of all who are desirous 
of furthering the best interests of our future 
generation. 

HoxOURABLE ME~IBERS: Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 

HOME AFFAIRS (Hon. E. M. Hanlon. 
Itlwca) [5.1 p.m.]: This is a matter that has 
given grave concern to the department. The 
Director General of Health and Medical 
Sen-ices and his medical officers are studv
ing the problem, and wo arc endeavouring 
to get a medical historv that will form the 
basis for the planning of an institution. 
As the hon. member has said, regard has to 
be paid to prevention as >vel! as cure. These 
matters are being kept in mind. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalb?J) [5.2 
p.m.]: I should like to ha.ve some informa
tion as to the progress that is being made 
with the proposal to put the Dalby Sana
tormm to another purpose. I understand it 
is the intention of the Government to make 
it a home for male mental deficients. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS (Hon. E. M. Hanlon. 
Ithm·a I [5.3 p.m.l: Owing to th' purpose 
for which the buildings were used, it is 
necessary that they be thoroughly fumigated 
ami a, reasonable time allowed to elapso 
before they arc opened for th<; other purpose. 
The buildings lmve had to he altered and 
adapted. It cannot be used for the pro
posed purpose until we havP legislative 
power to kuep the patients there. There is 
at prcBent no authority for holding them 
unless they are certified as being insane. 

Mr. MoORE: Could it not be done bv their 
parents? • 

[Mr. Donnelly. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS: We have to have 
authority to keep them there. The parents 
may bring in a mentally deficient boy or 
man, but if we attempted to detain him by 
force we should be guilty of assault or 
wrongful imprisonment. There is no statu
tory authority to hold a person who is not 
certified as insane. It was thought it would 
be a simple matter to establish this institu
tion until this a,spcct of the matter was 
opened up. 

Moreover, such an institution has to be 
planned in such a way th>1t it will not be 
abused. In the past there was a good deal 
of abuse of the epileptic home at Too
woomba. Those who should ha.ve been really 
in a mental asylum were placed in this 
institution because their rela.tives or friends 
had enough influence to have them admitted 
there. thus (to their "ay of thinking) keeping 
the stigma, of insanity from the family. The 
value of the institution is reduced if that 
is done. An in,titution for the mentally 
deficient, if it is to be of any service, must 
ensure that only the patients of the right 
type are .admitted, so that the general work 
of reclaiming the intellect can be ca.rried 
out. Thoro is the grca.t danger that unsuit
able patient-- will be taken in, and thus 
deBtroy the work of an in -titution such as 
this, in w hi eh persons suffering from lack of 
mental control can be trained to discipline 
themselves. 

Item (Insanity) agreed to. 

LAZ.\RET. 
'I'he SECRETARY FOR HEALTH Ac--;D 

HO :WE AFFAIRS: (Hon. E. Yr. Hanlon. 
lthaca) [5.5 p.m.] I moye-

" That £8.069 be granted for 
' Lazaret.' " 

This vote shows an in-:re 'se of £588 on last 
year's figure. There has been an increase 
in the number of 11atients. At the beginning 
of the year there were sixty-three patients in 
the lazaret and thC>re are now scventv-fonr. 
During the Year six died, nine were dis
chat·ged, and twenty-six have bee-t r-. .11-
mitted. 

Leprosy is a di,easo that we must eLdea
Your to clean out of this country, and I 
believe it can be cleaned out. Ther0 are 
certain ; .Jots that are the centre of infection. 
Those spots are where the kanakas wero 
employed in the olden days in the sug-1r 
fields. Possibly the clisc.:tc,e was brought into 
the Commonwealth by kanakas or Chinese 
who were then numerous in Queensland. 
There is a source of infection amongst the 
native population of Northern Austra,lia. 
\V c have picked up quite a number of lepers 
in the North amongst the aboriginals. I have 
no hesitation in oaying that there arc more 
up there, but this is a matter that needs to 
be tackled on the national scale. It is too 
big for a State Government to handle alone. 
and, furthermore, it is not a bit of good 
endeavouring to clean up a disease that is 
communal, if the adjoining State has num
bers of aboriginals still affected. 

Mr. MAHER: Do you get any case·o from 
South Queensland ? 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HOME AFFAIRS: An odd one or two. We 
get them in places like Nambour, Rock
hampton, and Mackay, where the kanakas 
were living. They congregated in those 
centres in the past, and we may get an odd 
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cas0 or two from such piaces. The bulk 
of our cases come fro:n :'\orth Queensland. 

Mr. MAIIER: From the white population? 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH .\ND 
HOME AFFAIRS: Yes. One case was 
picked up in my own district last year. The 
man originally came from :Mackay. I 
believe his brother was a leper, and he left 
Mackay when his brother was taken away. 
It evidently took many years for the disease 
to show in him. I believe this man was 
Ii ving in Brisbane for ten years. It is also 
assorted bv the Director-General that odd 
cases of le!)rosy go undetected by the medical 
profession beca,use, on account of its rarity, 
it is a disease thev do not look for. It is 
onlv when it becomes obvious that the aver
ag~ medical practitioner recognises it as 
leprosy. There is no one watching carefully 
for the outbreak of this disease in order to 
prevent a further spread of it. 

The position with regard to the aboriginal, 
however, needs attention. vVe sug·gcsted last 
year to the Federal Government that there 
should be co-operation between the Common
weath and the States of Queensland and 
\V cstcrn Australia to provide for a complete 
m0elical examination of the natives of 
\Vesterr{ Australia with a view to having all 
thE' lepers in that State transferred to some 
institution where they could be kept from 
spreading the disua,o. It has to be realised 
that this is a big job and it will entail 
the exp0nditure of a large sum of money. 
I believe it is worth anv amount of monev 
to eliminate the sourc0 "of infection. Son;r 
y,car' ago, \vhen the Federal ;\;Tini,ter of 
Health. then l\lr. l\larr, was in Brisbane, I 
put. a propos d to him that we shouldr estab
lish between \Yestern Australia, Queensland. 
and the Commomvealth a Northern Leper 
·station for aLoriginals alone. \'i ,, have in 
our pre~cnt in:3titution aboriginals and white 
people. \Ye st1!5gestcd that the three autho
rities should contribute to thie station and 
have a complete round-up of the nati,·es of 
:'\orthcrn Australia where there is cvidcnc~ 
·of the disease. The··e aboriginals could be 
treated. and the centre would prove a 
Yaluable a.ssct for research and inYE'Ptigation. 
·The Commonwealth Government could under
take the rc··earch \Vork. At the pre··cnt 
tirne '"h('ll we pick up a 111an. say r lepf'r 
from the Gul£ Coast, we have to hire a 
lugger to tran·port him to Cairns and then 
bring him to Brisbane by train. Tho.t should 
not be. 

\Ye estimate that it will cost in the vicinitv 
of £80,000 to conduct this survev. To do 
the work successfully we must· have the 
co·operation. of the police and the senices 
·of a large body of medical men. but it can 
be done, and it would be worth the expense. 
The net result of all our representations in 
connection ,vith leprosy has been a grant of 
£500 from the CommonwPalth Government 
for an investigation into the problem in 
l\'orth QuePmland. \Y c propose to nse that 
money, with additional funds from my own 
department, on a survey of an isolated 
area from which several native lepers have 
been taken. Only one tribe is living in that 
ar0a at present and we hope to examine 
thoroughly every native there. I believe 
that we shall get quite a few lepers from 
that district when we make this investiga
tion. This is very important work, and even 
though the cost is high, sooner or later all 
.Governments. both Commonwealth and State, 

will have to face their responsibilities in 
the matter. I venture the opinion that the 
£80,000 that it is proposed the three Govern
ments should contribute would be extremely 
well spent in rounding up every native in the 
]\' orth, examining them all, and isolating 
those who are infected in some institution 
to be established in the North. It seems 
ridiculous to have to bring natives down to 
Moreton Ba:v and confine them in the same 
institution as that in which white people 
are isolated. 

Mr. HA YES (Xundah) [5.12 p.m.]: I am 
extremely pleased to see that the vote for 
the Lazaret ha., been increased this vear. 
In that increased amount £230 is pro,:ided 
for another employee in the institution. Dur
ing the last recess I took the opport~>nity 
of visiting Peel Island and inspecting the 
institution in which those people who are 
suffering from what all civilised people 
regard as the most loathsome of all afflic
tions arc isolated. I was very pleased indeed 
to find that even the worst case there-and 
I did sec the worst case-was not suffering 
from that type of leprosy which is prevalent 
in countries such as India. The work that 
is being 'an:ied ont by SupNintendent Colds
worthy, ~ursc Dwycr, and the rest of the 
staff at this institution is worthy of the 
highest praise that it is possible to give. 
I desire also to congratulate the Minister, 
tho Under Secretary, and his staff for the 
consideration thev are giving to those of 
our fellow creatures who are suffering from 
this dreaded disease. Each of the inmates 
has his or her own self-contained home, 
complete with wireless set and other con
veniences enj oycd by our healthy citizens. 
Thev have a billiard table. an excellent 
library and facilities for all forms of sport. 
2\reither the State nor the Federal Govern
ment deduct anything from the invalid pen
,ions paid to these inmates. They have the>r 
own fishing boats and are given the freedom 
of t!Je island. 

Although the attention bestowed upo_n 
them bv the nurse and other attendante rs 
all that m a v be desired I feel that the 
institution fa.lls short in certain respects .. I 
have alreadv discussed them with thE' Mims
ter. It w;ll be readily understood that 
frequent bathing of patients is necessary. 
Thcv have their own bath tubs, but the 
\l'ater supply is not a very secure ono. 
It is contained in thirty tanks, each of 1,000-
gallon ea pal ity. but when we remember that 
it is to sen-e the nccdc of seventy-five people 
and a couple of clra ught horses it will . be 
realised that thev must run very low dunng 
a dry tin1c such as we are experiencjng. 
I believe that an underground supply can 
be obtained. It was suggested to me by one 
of the people on the island that an undAr
ground ··upnly could be obtained on a site 
where a dead tree had been struck by light
ning. He suggested that a. well should be 
sunk on the srte and a wmclmdl erected. 
\Y hether he was correct in his surmise or 
not I am unable to say, but I suggest that 
thP. matter should be investigated so that 
a more permanent water supply may be 
provided. 

At 5.16 p.m., 
The CnAIR>IAX resumed the chair. 

Mr. HA YES: The institution itself is 
located about 2 miles from the wharf where 
the " Karboora " berths, the Government 
motor boat that plys between Dunwich, 
Peel Island, acnd Cleveland carrying supplies 

Mr.Hayes.] 
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to the institutions. I believe that the 
telephonic facilities on the island could be 
improved by the installation of a telephone 
in a shed near the wharf, and that this 
wou1d provide a much-needed facility on the 
island. The institution was located 2 miles 
from the wharf in the earlv davs because 
the inebriates' home was near the wharf. 
About twenty-five years ago the inebriates' 
home us transferred to Dunwich, on Strad
broke Island. There is no reason whv the 
present Government should not carrv out 
the imprm·ements that I suggest. It ;_,,ould 
only be in conhrmity with their desire at 
all times to emancipate the \vorkers and to 
alleviate distress in the communitv. Most of 
our social reforms hav<' either been instituted 
or carried out b;- Labour Governments, 
whether in the State or in the Federal 
spl1ere. 

I have ascertained from the :.\Iini.ster that 
it is his intention to build a six-bed hos
pital on the island so that sick and heel
ridden inmates mav be under the direct 
ea re of nurses I st1ggest to hon. me m hers 
that thev visit the institution at Peel 
Island >·o ·a, to become thoroughly acquainted 
with the conditions the~e. 1'hev would then 
reolisc that the treatment rr:ded ont to 
thcs<· unfortunate people 1JY the Government 
is all that could be desired. The Lazaret 
is well conducted, and it is onlv in the 
imtanres mentioned that imp~ovements 
mirht be effected. I know that the :.\1inister 
will investigate the matters I have brought 
forward. 

I had the opportunity of having a meal 
served to me on Peel Island. It was the 
meal regularly served to the inmates. Din
ner consisted of vegetable soup, the choice 
of two joints, and green peas, beans, pump
kins, and pot a toes. The inmates are par
ticularlv well catered and cared for. Even 
when the people in tlw city experienced 
difficulties in buying green vegetables they 
were served to the inmate' on Peel Island. 
The only chance these inmate' have of 
being freed from their terrible affliction is 
by having the best of food and attention. 

Chaulmoogra oil in tablet form is dis
pensed three times daily to the patients. It 
is very pleaoing to note that man:v cures 
have been effected on Peel Island. One 
inmate was a young man who had served 
all but two :vears of his apprenticeship to 
a trade. After being treated for eighteen 
months at Peel Island he was discharged 
perfectly cured of this dreadful scourge. 
I am pleased to say that this young man 
returne-d to the job he was forced to leave 
and completed his period of apprenticeship 
to qualify for tradc:<mamhip. Periodical 
examinations have disclosed that he is abso
lutely free of leprosy. 

The treatment of leprosv is a national 
work, and should be a function of the 
national Parliament. It is to be regretted 
that the number of male and female whites 
showed an increase last year of seven. The 
coloured inmates increased by four. Leprosy 
is a question beyond party politic'. It is 
true that the Commonwealth Government 
have allocated a sum of £500 s]nead over a 
three-year period for the conduct of inves
tigations on a native aboriginal settlement 
in regard to epidemiology. This important 
work requires greater financial resources than 
this amount. 

Aboriginals should be segregated in that 
part of the country where most cases of 
leprosy occur, namely, North Queensland, 

[Mr.Hayes. 

in the Northern Territory, and the islands. 
The greater number of coloured patients on 
Peel Island are aboriginals. If the two 
races were segregated in their respective 
areas and there treated interesting results 
mio:ht follow. The Federal GoYernment 
should also make a close survev of the 
aboriginal rares. I am sure th,;t such a 
wrvey would disrloee a number of leprou& 
patients in the nDrthern part of this Con
tincHt. If they arc not segregated and 
treated there is a possibility that this dread~ 
ful disea.'e will be conveye-d to other people. 
I am Yc'r'; pleased to be able to say that 
the cl is 'a se is being succcosfully ccmrbated. 
The :VIini·tcr shows the same keen interest 
in this sub-department as he takes in all 
the 1nuhifarious sulJ-dcparbncut~ that con1e 
under his control. 

On behalf of the people who ar•:' conduct
ing that institution, and on beh .Ji of suffer
ing l1urrianit~v ther0. I BXpress gratitude for 
the trcatn1cnt thPv rereive. [ trust rny 
~uggest-ion" \Yill receive careful considera
tion from the Minister. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AC\D 
nn:-v1E ~I_FF AIRS (Hon. E. :\I. Hanlon, 
Jtlwra) [5.26 p.m.]: The problem of a water 
Hlpply at Lazaret is a serious 011e. The 
water that has been obtained so far i' not <'f 
a Yery good quality, but another ,ite has 
been chosen. and a bore will be put down at 
an early date, when it is hoped an adequate 
suppiy of good water will be 0btained. 

The new hospital block that. is to be 
bnilt will cater for the patients \\-ho are in 
a o.erious condition. Verv few of them are 
bPd-ridden, but those who. are will b0 better 
off in the one block. Each patient ha.s his 
own cottage and service. It will be a greater 
advanta.gc to have those who are l>ed-ridden 
in a hospital ward where they will have 
constant nursing supervision. 

Item (Lazaret) agreed to. 

GOVER:\:ITENT :Y!EDICAL OFFIC'ERS. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AC\D 
HOME AFFAIRS (Hon. E. 2\1. Hanlon, 
ltha.ca) [5.28 p.m.]: I move-

" That £2,232 be granted for ' Govern-
-:\1edical Officers.' " 

The number of officers and tlw nominal 
sltlaries rema.in the same. The increase is 
due to the lessening of the reduction under 
the Salaries Act. There are a. number of 
other medical officers for whom provision is 
not made on the Estimates, because they 
receiYe no regular salary and are only paid 
when called upon to do any work. 

Item agreed to. 

REGISTRAT!O!o! BOARDS. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
H02\IE AFFAIRS (Hon. E. M. Ha.nlon, 
lthaca): I move-

" That £1.136 be granted for ' Regis-
tration Boards.' " 

This .amount, although paid from rev<;nue, 
is refunded bv the various professronal' 
boards which m"ake their contribution- to th& 
Treasury to cover the cost of administration 
of the office. 

Mr. MAHER (1Vest .'~Ioreton) [5.29 p.m.]: 
I should like some information from the 
Minister as to the nature of the work the 
boards carrv out. There is nothing to indi
cate what these boards do. I notice there 
has been an increase in the vote. 
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The SECRETARY FOR HE.\LTH A"'D 
HOME AFFAIRS (Hon. E. 11. Hanlon, 
Itlwca) [5.30 p.m.]: Until a few year,; ago 
-each of the professional boards-medical, 
dental, phannacy, nurses, and opticians
conducted its own offices, and had its own 
part-time secretary. On the amending of 
various Acts it was decided to appoint a 
public sen·ant as the registrar of profe~
sional boards. This enabled the Govern
ment, through the department. to keep con
tact with their ·work. Obvious1y, when 
ParliamcHt grante-d certain powers. privi
leges and authorities it expected that the 
GoYernnwnt should keep an eye on such 
'boards and that they should carry out their 
n•,ponsibilities in the proper way. The 
·office is conducted by a registrar, who is a 
public "'rYant. and the cost of the office 
is shared 0qually by the five boards con
ecrned. There is no cost to the Crown at 
all. 

Item (Registration Boards) agreed to. 

POLICE. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR HK\LTH AXD 
HOME AFFAIRS {Hon. E. M. Hanlon, 
.lthuca) [5.31 p.m.]: I mo,·e-

" That £555,246 be granted for 
'Police.'" 

The vote ohows an increase of £25.321, the 
gTc•ater part of which is due to the increased 
pay-roll. Xotwithstanding that the hon mem
b·. r for Oxln·. bv some remarkable arith
metic, pt·oyecl yesterday that the polico were 
not paid as well as they were some years 
·ago, we find a larger surn of money is 
required for them. · 

Mr. BRA:-;D: Thev have not been paid 
back their full salaries. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AXD 
HOME AFFAIRS: The salaries arc fixed 
by the Industrial Court. They are in the 
same position as everybody else now. They 
•can approach that court and haYe their 
%laries fixed there. 

::\Ir. BRAXD interjected. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A"\D 
HOME AFFAIRS: The salarv is not back 
to the 1929 standard that the 'hon. member 
destroyed. but we are very nearly back to 
it now. The police have now the right of 
approach to the Industrial Court, which was 
denied them bv the hon. member's GoYern
ment. That Government refused them the 
right to approach the court and reduced 
their salaries by legislation. That has been 
rectified and the police are now on the 
same footing as every othor section of the 
communitv in respect of the Industrial 
.Court. That court increased their salaries. 
as it did those of others. No special con
sideration, is given to any section of the 
public sen·ice and the police and the public 
.service are entitled to the same facilities in 
;the fixation of their wages and conditions 
as are other sections of the community. 

The number of policemen has been 
increased and, more important still, there 
has been a reallocation of the number of 
non-commissioned officers; not that the 
increase has been great, but it gives members 
-of the force greater opportunities for pro
motion. That is a very valuable incentive. 

To a great extent the force has been 
mechanised. In areas where motor transport 
is more suitable horses are being eliminated. 
At the main \Vestern centres motor oars and 

horses are used but in the far-out districts 
utifity trucks are provided-an ordina.ry 
motor car chassis with a utility body. This 
is very convenient for carrying camping 
gear and equipment on long patrols. Vi'e 
now propose to allot a motor car to Gympie 
and to Bundaberg, a utility truck to Glad
stone and motor cycles to Xambour. Tiaro, 
Landsborough, Rockhampton, and Charters 
Towers. 

Mr. MAHER: Are you eliminating horses? 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH A"'D 
HOJ\IE AFFAIRS: Xo. but it is unneces
sarv to use the horse in the heart of a town 
like Rockhampton. I was up there quite 
rec0ntly and I found that the horses were 
being stabled in the main business block of 
the city. Rockhampton. with its concrete 
and b!turnen rDads, is not .1 suitahlf' place 
for travelling on horseback. Hon. members 
know it does not do the feet of the horses 
any good to come in contact with hard bitu
men and other roads, and it is obvious that 
in a city horses arc of little value. Those 
horses that were in Rockhampton arc being 
accomr•Iodated at the suburban stations near 
Rockhampton, and motor cycles have been 
supplied to the head station to do the town 
patrol work. They will facilitate movement 
and be more efficient in the long run. 

Mr. G'ODFREY MoRGAX: I do not think it 
will be safer. You haye killed a few ah·ead,· 
by motor cycles. c 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND 
HO:y{E AFFAIRS: We have not killed 
them. \Ye have onlv had two accidents in 
the thousands of mrles patrolled by cars. 
Still. as hon. members realise. the us0 of 
thP horse in citv areas is out of date. Our 
motor cycles wii! enable the police to cover 
more country, and in a more expeditious 
manner than if horses were used. Horses 
are, of course, employed in country -districts 
just the same. One cannot eliminate the 
horse altogether from police work. 'Ve have 
country areas where we cannot think of using 
motor cars or cvcles. The horse is being 
kept in those areas where he will be neces
sary, but in the city he is out of date. For 
instance, there used to be a horse depot 
between Brisbane and Ipswich, but that has 
been done awav with. There is a motor 
patrol in Brisbane and one in Ipswich, and 
there is no necessitv for horses between here 
and Ipswich. A telephone call will bring 
a motor to the spot in no time-in the time 
it would take to saddle a horse. 

Taking that by and large our equipment is 
getting to a very respectable stage when 
one considers that three years ago we had 
no modern motor equipment. It is credit
able to the Government and to the people of 
Queensland to see the amount of motor 
equipment supplied for police work. The 
Queensland police force had the advantage 
of observing the method of mechanisation 
pursued in other States before we went in 
for this kind of equipment. In this respect 
we have been saved the costly blunders made 
by the departments in other States. It is 
wise to see how somebody else gets on with 
a new toy before you indulge in it yourself, 
Mr. Hanson. 

We have not gone in for costly types of 
motor conveyance, but have selected the 
ordinary good-class motor car, which can go 
as fast as anybody can drive with safety. 
This type is doing all the work required of 
it and has a better resale value when traded 
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in after a few years. \Ve have to trade in 
this year some of the equipment we bought 
three years ago. The department has its 
own workshop and garage, and two members 
of the force, who are expert mecha,nics, are 
in charge of the workshop and do ali the 
repair work for the department. Nothing 
has to be s<>nt out. These men are remark
ably efficient and keep the whole of the 
transport system in finot-class working order 
-I refer to motor cycles, cars, trucks. and 
prison vans. Upkeep e"\:penditure is being 
kept down to the absolute minimum. 

:Y1r. BRAND (lsis) [5.39 p.m.]: \Ye have, 
fortunately, a very efficient police force and 
one of which we can all be proud. Evei·y 
country in the world and every State in 
Australia takes a great deal of pride in its 
police force, and I think we can indeed be 
proud of the achievPments of our force. 

The Minister caid that it was proposed in 
the coming year to allot caro and motor 
c•-c!es to additional centres. I do not think 
that motor cycles are of much value in 
police work. ·There is no doubt. however. 
about the motor cars; they have proved 
their value since their introduction, and J 
am of opinion that they are preferable to 
motor cycles in all police districts. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AXD Ho;uE 
AFFAIRS: :VIotor cyc'es are much cheaper, 
and tlwy do certain work just as effectively. 

C\fr. BRAND: I do not think theY are as 
effcctiYe as the cars. In order to obtain 
efficiency we must have the best equipment. 
and the motor car certainly is far superior 
to the motor cycle. I prefer the motor cars 
l:wcausc I believe they are more efficient, and 
we have a police force of such a high 
standard that only the best of equipment is 
good enough for it. I realise that finance has 
to be considered when these improvements 
are bein~ introduced, but I think that the 
motor cars are better suited for the effective 
discharge of police duties. 

The high standard of efficiency of the 
Queensland police force is illustrated by an 
example quoted by the Commissioner of 
Police in his annual report for the year 
ended 30th J uno, 1937-

" A single impre,sion found on a cash 
box in a dwelling-house which has been 
broken and entered was identified, within 
five minutes after receipt, as that of a 
QuE>ensland criminal. After commission 
of the offence here he immediately left 
for ::'\ew South ·wales, where he was 
arrested and sentenced to a term of 
imprisonment. Upon his release he 
returned to Queensland, and the warrant 
issued here on the house-breaking charge 
was executed. He denied the offence 
until finger-print evidence was tendered 
at the police court. He then pleaded 
guilty, and was subsequently sentenced 
to two years' imprisonment with hard 
labour." 

That statement is ample proof that criminals 
cannot get away from the Queensland police. 
I congratulate the Queensland Police force 
upon its efficiency in being able to trace 
criminals and bring them to book. It is 
very gratifying for th0 community to know 
that we have a force that is doing its work 
speedily and efficiently in bringing to trial 
those who commit offences against society. 
When a crime is committed, in which even 
criminals from all over Australia are impli
cated, the offenders arc in almost every 
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instance brought to book. \Ye in Queensland 
are VOlT fortunate indeed in having a force 
of sue!{ a high standard of efficiency to 
guard the life and property of the com
munity, and in addition to being efficient, 
where efficiency is essential, the force is
diplomatic in its methods of maintaining 
peace and order in the community. 

Most of my knowledge of the police and 
their methods of discharging their duties 
has been acquired in country centre,c,, From 
my obsen-ations I am convinced that each 
member of the force applies himself to his 
work in a way that is recognised by the 
community in general a,e being of the highest 
order of efficiency. There is a general 
feeling amongst the public that the police 
are doing their job well and are deserving 
of our thanks. 

I should like to have somc information 
from the :\Ionister concernin~ tlw operations 
of the welfare club. Its object is a very 
a clmiraGle one ind0ed. In his report- the 
Comnris.~.::oucr say\;'-

_, In order to brin~ about greater 
efficiency, the welfare ~f the men must 
always receive the closcJt possible atten
tion of the recponsible offie, r' of the 
force. During the year this has .been 
done, and facilitic;:; for l'Ccrc·ttion were 
gi\'C•n, and will be continued and' 
extended to all centres ''here there are 
a sufficient number of mrn to \Yarrant 
san1e.'' 

}Io goes on to say-
.. Social functions, >vhich the public· 

haYe generously supported, haYe also
been held in several centres." 

This w<elfare club, which has its rooms at 
Roma street, is a place of recreation and also, 
has the right to soli spirituous liquors. 
Ther-e is son1c criticism bv sorne rr1embers. 
of the public and that i~ that men who 
arc associated with the club are in receipt 
of salaries from the police force itself. I 
think it is just as well that the Minister 
should make it clear in this Chamber whether
that is so or not. I presume that it is so. 

The SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HOME 
AFFAIRS: \Vhat is the complaint~ 

Mr. BRA:'\D : That those who are 
engaged in selling liquor at the club and in 
selling tickets in raffics of motor cars for 
the benefit of the club are engaged in 
various branches of the department, whether
in the Criminal In.-estigation Branch or the 
uniformed branch. It is said that thev are 
drawing their pay as such and commission 
<'n the sale of tickets for the motor cars, 
which I understand is 2s. in the £1. It is 
said th~t they are paid by the department 
for this work. I understand that the club 
was former! with the very laudable idea of 
helping tu create, even greater efficiency 
amongst the police. I support the idea, and 
I want the ?.iinister to clearlv understand 
ihat. The members of the f01:cc contribute 
tu the club in the same wav that member& 
>Youlcl coutribute to any ether social club 
ontsidP. ~ o one is entitled to enter the 
club unless he is a member or a friend of 
a member. It is said that th, salaries of 
those who carrv out the >vork of the club
are paid by the police force. 

Some people contend that this money 
should be paid by the club itself, seeing that 
it is a business. I should like the Minister
to give us S')me information on these points. 
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The club has been established to provide 
a place of recreation and social gathering 
where policemen congregate in large 
numbers. That is an excellent idea. It 
enables members of the force to meet to 
their mutual advantage and for the benefit 
of the public. Therefore the policy in 
regard to the club should be definitely 
known. I suppose other hon. members have 
heard the things that I have heard in this 
connection, and like me, have not bePn in a 
position to give a reply to them. The objects 
of the welfare club are admirably set out 
in the ropoet of the Commissioner, but it 
is tho duh· of hon. members to ascertain 
how the duties in this club are carried out. 

I am pleased to note that last year not 
such a great number of men as previously 
were superannuated from the police force 
because they were certified as medically 
uHtit lw the medical board. In the previous 
year quite a number were clischan;ecl for 
that reason. This decrease indicates to me 
that the physical efficiency of the force has 
improved as compared with that of the 
preceding year. I am sure that we are all 
very pleased to have this assurance, because 
it is essential that the force should be 
physically efficient. 

As a representative of a country elec· 
toratf' I recognise the need to-day that a 
policeman shall have not only physical 
qualifications bnt also educational aualifica
tions. I undcr8tand that e:\aminations for 
recruits are set on that basis. I hope, that 
as time elapses we shall see much benefit 
from this pol'icy, and that it will produce 
a force of even greater efficiency than that 
of the one we are discussing to-clay. 

Mr. POWER (Haroona) [5.53 p.m.]: I 
desire to congratulate the Minister on the 
improvement he has effected in the equip· 
ment of the police force. I refer particu
larly to the introduction of patrol cars, 
which have rendered valuable service in 
the detection and prevention of crime. 
Immediately an offence is reported to head
quarters a message is broadcast to the patrol 
cars, which are promptly on the scene. 

Another fine innovation is the installa
ticn of traffic lights at the intDrsections of 
Queen street and in Albert sqn arc. I hope 
that the system will be extended to other 
busy centres. An intersection where traffic 
lights are urgently required is in the vicinty 
of College road and the Normanby Hotel. 
Traffic converges there from five highways. 
It is directed at peak hours by a traffic con
stable, but the system of traffic lights is 
urgently necessary at other periods. The 
danger is caused by traffic coming in five 
directions. 

I also wish to draw the attention of the 
Commissioner to a matter that requires very 
urgent attention. that is, speeding at the 
beaches, particularly on Sundays. I was 
at Reclcliffe last Sunday, and I noticed quite 
a number of persons driving motor cars 
and motor cvcles without consideration for 
the safety of pedestrians. I do not blame 
the police for this, but I think further con· 
sidcration should be given to the matter of 
more adequately policing the beaches on 
Sundays. 'I'hese offenders drive clown t,o 
the foreshores and drive along the bcaches 
at an excessive speed. Bicycle riders are 
also a danger. They ride in and out 
amongst the people, and cause risk of serious 
accident. The riders of motor cvcles are the 
worst offenders. Not only do they drive at 
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an excessive speed but they appear to be 
continually stoppmg and starting and 
making as much noise as possible, and 
show no consideration for the people who 
go to the seaside for a little week-~end 
recreation. 

Another phase of the traffic problem that 
the department should consider is one !hat 
affects the Brisbane City Council. 1 refer· 
t:> the noise from tramcars. I was inside an 
office in Adelaide street, near I:Yharf street, 
recently, and I found it absolutely impossible 
to hear anyone on the telephone. I drew the 
attention of the tramways department to that, 
nuisance. I do not know whether the Corn· 
missioner of Police has power to eliminate 
that noise, hut I hope some consideration 
will be given to the matter. 

I wish to refer to the system of examina
tion, not for admission to the force, but for· 
promotion of members of the force. I think 
the system in operation is a good one, 
because it gave young men with ambition, 
aud ability the right to sit for examination 
after serving a period of ten :years. Under 
the old s.)·stem a man had to wait fifteen 
or twenty years before ho could hope for 
promotion, and many brilliant young men 
were passed over and older men '"ere 
appointed to the higher positions on the 
grounds of seniority. Under the new 
system of promotion by examination many 
young men of ability will get the opportunity 
of early advancement. 

I believe we should go a little further. 
After a man reaches forty-five or fifty years 
of age it is more difficult for him to settle 
down to study. I believe a svstem could 
be inaugurated with advantage" whereby a 
man who passed his examination for second· 
dass sergeant should be allowed to sit for 
the examination for first-class sergeant and 
for senior-sergeant respectivelv, inst~ad of 
having to wait-as he has under the present 
system-until he has reached those ranks. 
}.1any of us realise that when a man reaches 
the age of forty-five, fifty, or fifty-five years 
it is more difficult for him to study than it 
was before he attained the age of forty, 
After that age one's powers of concentra
tion begin to decline. Not for one moment 
do I suggest that life ends at forty, but 
at that age a man has not the same aptitude 
for books as in his youth. 

The traffic problem of the metropolis needs 
serious consi·deration, The termination of 
tram cars from the Rainworth and other 
routes at Wharf street causeq a great deal, 
of conge,tion of traffic at peak hours. Thi" 
could be oYercome b:v diverting the'e trams 
to some other terminus. 'I'he police depart
ment should take up this matter with the 
Brisbane City Council with a view to elimi
nating the congeotion that occurs in that 
localitv. 

The. duration for parking vehicles m 
Queen and Adelaide streets mmt also be 
looked into. Adelaide street was widened 
for the purpose of allowing a greater flow 
of traffic, but this is retarded somewhat now 
by the parking of vehicles in that street. 
Certainly, it is necessary for vehicles to load· 
and unload at business premises, but in some 
instances they are parked two abreast. 
'I'here is a time limit for parking, but it is 
a question whether that could not be 
abolished and vehicles prohibited from park
ing in these two thoroughfares. At present 
the time limit is half an hour, but that is. 
often exceeded, The constables attached to., 
the department deal with the matter, but thcr 
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tin1e has now arrived ,vhen consideration 
must be given to the prohibition of parking 
in these otrects at all. The traffic has 
.increased enorrnously. 

The institution of the police welfare club 
was well worth while. A very fine library 
in charge of ::\Ir. \Voodbury, a very capable 
m'n, is nmv at the disposal of members. 
This club is of great benefit to the force. 
Sports programmes are arranged at which 
the wives and children of policemen attend 
and thus share the opportunity of social 
intercourse and recreation. Criticism has 
been levelled at the liquor bar at the club. 
A constable after his arduous work is as 
·entitled a·' any other person to some refresh
ment. The bar is properly controlled and 
lfnder adequate supervision, and it is better 
that members of the force should got their 
drinks there than in public houses. 

It is well that in admission to the force 
not only brains are considered. A certain 
·zmmber of horsemen are required to serve 
in parts of the State. 

In the rPorganication of the force the Com
missioner has made provision whereby men 
arc not kept in the outback parts of the 
'State for a great number of years. Prc
viouslv it was a practice that becat"e a 
policernan was a very good man for a 
certain station he was allowed to r'•main 
. there for an indefinite period. That has 
boen altered, and now, after serving a num
ber of years at one station, a member is 
entitled to a transfer to one of the towns or 
'Citie~. This gives his wife and children the 
opportunities to which they are entitled. 

A valuable unit attached to the depart
ment is thE• motor garage at th0 Petrie 
'Terrace Depot. As a result of the foresight 
of th2 Commissioner in having b' o com
petent " A "-grade mechanics in charge of 
the repair work for polic;e motor cars a 
good deal of money has been saved. The 
Government are running that unit rather 
than letting the work out to private enter
prise. We know that the work will be done 
properly, as it is absolutely necessary that 
-every attention should be paid to the 
smallest detail, because police cars have to 
stand up to very heavy work and anything 
·th~t was overlooked might result in a very 
serious accident. Batteries of police car~ 
that have been running at night time are 
.recharged in this workshop. 

Another innovation introduced this year 
·was the campaign to make State school 
children tniffic-minded. With that object iu 
view certain officers of the department have 
-delivered lectures to school children. I hall 
.the pleasure of attending one of them at the 
Petrie Terrace school. To quicken the 
interest taken by the kiddies in these lectures 
I gave two medals for essays upon the 
lectures delivered. I was amazed to see the 
fine efforts handed in by the children to their 
'headmaster. The winning compositions bave 
been published in the "Police Journal," 
and thev show that the children who won 
the med"als must have paid great attention 
to the remarks of Sub-Inspector Perrin. 

There . is greater co-operation to-day 
'between members of the general public and 
·officers of the force. For quite a number 
. of years a policeman was regarded as an 
arch-enemy by the majority of our citizens, 
out to-da:;r the majority regard him as their 
friend. It is a good thing that this co-opera
tion has been brought about, and I pay a 
-.tribute to the Commissioner for the way 
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in which he has selected his men and coul!
selled them to win the confidence of the 
people. 

vVithont unduly working the parish pump, 
I want to make reference to one other matter 
that concerns my electorate. Some time ago 
I made an inspection of the Petrie Terrace 
barracks, and I say quite candidly that I 
hope the Government will give serious con· 
sideration, as soon as Inoney is aYailable, to 
the construction of a new barracke. 

The PREmER : A beginning will he made 
this year. 

Mr. POWER : I thank the Pr<>mier for 
hi, intimation. I was going to elaborate on 
the subject, but in view of his assurance 
it is unnecessary. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [7.9 
p.m.]: I notice that members of the police 
force are busily engaged at the present time 
collecting names for the electoral rolls. It 
is a little early, seeing tbat a State election 
does net take place until May next. 

The PRE:li!ER: How do you know? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I wanted to 
get some indication from the Premier. l 
heard that in the event of a Labour Party 
win at the coming Federal election,; the 
Premier was to spring the State elections 
0n the countrv much sooner than expected . 
He .-,sks me ··how I know. Well, a little 
bird told me something. 

The PRE311ER: You had better wring that 
little bird's neck. 

Mr. GODFREY ;yfORGAN: I was told 
that the Premier would take advantage of 
the result of the Federal contest, but in the 
m·ent of victory going against the Labour 
Partv in Queensland and their losing three 
Senate seat' and so on, he might bring on 
the elections after May. 

The PREMIER: That election has no bearing 
on mv time at all. I can assure the hon. 
memb.er of that. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: We have 
heard that before. I have hear.d Premier• 
say they had no intenti'on of bringing or. 
elections sooner or later but all of a sudden 
thev seemed to make ~p their minds and 
the. fact that their statements were in cold 
print did not affect the issue. They still 
did what they thought would be of advantage 
to their party. 

The PREMIER: \Ve will not do what your 
party did-remain .in power long enough to 
qualify for a life pass. 

Mr. GODFREY M ORGAN: Whatever we 
did, we .were justified in doing it. We ac~ed 
in accordance with the law_ I should like 
to know definitely whether it is the Premier',; 
intention to spring the elections on us a 
little earlier. 

The PREMIER : What do you think? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I think that 
if the hon. gentleman finds that his party has 
had a sweeping victory in the Federal elec
tions he will bring on the elections early m 
order to take advantage of the favourable 
atmosphere. The hon. gentleman know• 
what Mr. Dunstan did in Victoria and what 
many other Premiers have done in other 
parts of the Commonwealth. As a general 
rule they like to take advantage of the 
atmosphere, if it is favourable. 

The PREMIER : You can be sure that you 
will get due notice. 
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Mr. GODFREY M ORGAN: I do not know 
w much about that. A few hon. members 
on the Government side are shivering in 
their shoes. They are more frightened of the 
next elections than I am. One never knows 
what will happen at the next election, but 
whatever the result may be, we have to grin 
and bear it. 

\Ye all recognise that the Queensland police 
force is a fine body of men. I do not go 
out of my way to smoodge to any section 
of the communit)T simply because I may get 
some advantage by doing so. I treat them 
a 11 <entirely on their mcritc. I recognise 
that the Queensland police force is composed 
of fine men, who are endeo.vouring to do 
their duty in accordance with the oaths they 
have taken. M)T complaint is that I do 
not think it is fair for the Government to 
humiliate the police bv not allowing- them 
to do their dutv. \Vhen this Parliament 
passes a Bill, ari"d it becomes an Act, it is 
the duty of the police to prosecute if thu 
law is broken. It is their duty to see that 
our laws are obeyed b" all sections of the 
community. All sections must be treated 
alike. There should not be anv favouritism. 
If the Government do not wish certain laws 
to be rigidly enforced, and if they do not 
want th<> police to prosecute anvone who 
breaks those laws. would it not· be much 
]:>etter for the Government to pass an amend
mg Act conforming to their wishes instead 
nf telling the nolice to shut their eyes at any 
breaches of that law? The Ministe1· can 
shake his head. but we have had evidence 
in the Indmtrial Court. in our Criminal 
Courts, and in other directions that the 
police are not allowed to carrv out their 
duties in a certain resnect. Only the other 
dav a minister of religion said that if a 
noliceman did his duty in a certain respect 
he would be transferred to Thargomindah 
or elsewhere out in the bush. I ask the 
Premier: Does he not think it better to be 
able to go into certain places if we so desire, 
and know tbat we are not breaking the law? 
Presumably the Government think that there 
is no harm in doing- these things, but the 
neople have to brefLk the law to do them. 
The police know that the laws are being 
broken. 

Mr. RroRDAN: How do you know? 

Mr. GODFREY ::WORGAN: The hon. 
member knows, everybody knows. It is sillv 
to ask. " How do you know? " \Ve all 
know that these laws are broken. I suppose 
100 ner cent. of the members of Pa.rliament 
break the law themselves in that respect. 

1fr. MAXWELL: No. 

Mr. GODFREY ::WORGAN: The hon. 
mE>mber for Toowong says he does not agree. 
I guarantee that he has broken the law in 
that respect just as I have and the rest of 
the communit)T. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not go to pubs. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The hon. 
member has misunderstood me. Is it not 
better in the interests of the morality of 
the police that the law should be obeyed? 
Is it a. good thing that they should be told 
in some way or another that thev must not 
do certain things, that they must allow the 
law to be broken in certain directions? 
There must be some instructions, otherwise 
the breach of the law would not be univers
ally ignored. It takes place all over the 
State. The Government should not place the 

police in such a humiliating position. We 
want to respect the police and we want to
feel that they are alwa)TS there to do their 
duty. Unfortunately, the law is disobeyed 
in certain respects throughout the State. In 
one case the reason given by a representative 
in court for brea.king the law was. "I admit 
we broke the law, but the other people have, 
also broken the law." The Judge said that 
two wron"'s diu not make a right. That 
was the e~cuse that was given-that others 
had broken the law, too. How can we 
expect the people to respect the law if one· 
section can break it and another cannot? I 
think hon. members will agree that \Ye· 
should not a!Iow the law to be broken indis
criininately. 

:\fr. TAYLOR: You must have been to· 
Sunda,· school lately. 

1\Ir. GODFREY :MORGAX: I wa' at 
church last Sunday, but that does not make 
any difference in this regard. I am prepared 
to take the politiud responsibility for what 
I say. I am prepared to take responsibility 
for any action that I ma)T take on any Bill 
that the Government mav introduce. I have 
always been prepared t"o do that. In tho 
interests of the police we should amend a 
law that is not observed. and in the interests 
of the people, too, so that they may be as 
law-abiding as possible. 

A GoVERN1IENT ME1IBER: \Vhat law? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA~: Th<> hon. 
member knows verv well what law I mean. 
The people do not' want to break the law, 
but it is broken ewry da.y. 

I desire to congratulate the police on• 
installing the traffic lights in Queen street, 
not that I am particularly interested in· 
Queen street. It is a wonderful innovation. 
but, of course, they came from the good old. 
State Victoria, where they were first tried 
out. I hope that the traffic lights will be 
installed in other streets, particularly 
Adelaide street. 

As a. part-time resident of Brisbane I 
should like to draw attention to the fact that 
after the Brisbane City Council has spent 
tens of thousands of pounds in widening· 
Adelaide street, the extra width is being 
used solely fo1· the parking of motor cars, 
and pedestrians do not get any benefit. One· 
hon. member said that they were not per
mitted to park for more than half an hour, 
but I think the cars remain there all day. 
They may not be allowed to park for more· 
than half, an hour in Queen street, but I do· 
not think there is any genuine attempt to
move them on. I do not think that there 
should be any parking allowed at a.!! round 
the busy block comprising part of Queen 
street, Edward street, Adelaide street, and· 
Albert street. 

I do not think they allow it in certain 
streets in Sydney and Melbourne. This is 
a c·•pitnl city and it should not be allowed 
irrespective of whether we offend some store
kcc>per or shopkeeper who says. "It inter
feres with my business if you do not allow 
cars to park in front of my shop, be< a use 
the customers go elsewhere." 'fhe, block 
bounded b:- Queen stroct, George street, 
Albert street, and Ed\,-ard street has becOlJ1C· 
the shopping centre of this city. It is essen-
tial that we should take a stand in this 
matter, no matter whether it pleases. 

Mr. Morga;n,J. 
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individual,, and we should not allow park
ing in those streets. 

A GO\'ERC:OJE:>;T MEcJBER: If we went hack 
to the horse, would ycu achocate hitching
rails? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA~: In certain 
placPs, but not in the main ,tre<ets. The 
(;o.-cmment should take " definite stand 
in this matter. in conjuYJction with the 
council. I think something should be done 
quickly, and if my suggestion was carried 

·out the people-even those who now object 
-would appreciate its advantages. · 

Mr .. DGGGAN (Toowoornba) r7.25 p.m.]: 
I d•.·sHe to ~akc advantagD of this vote to 
draw attentiOn to a matter that is exer
·cising the minds of a consideraole secti-cn 
d the people in th0 electorate of Too
\YOomba end the ad.ioining electorates. I 
r0fer to the system of parking in VOITUO in 
T,oowoomba, which is th :ught by the people 
o, that crty to be agamst the best interests 
of. t_he city. In the reports of the Com
nusswner of Police for this and last vear he 
draws attention to the fact that th~ police 
arc called upon to discharo-e fiftv-f m~ sub
SJdiary duties. although, "of co-urse, thev 
arc r:ot called upon to discharge them at 
one t1me. 

Traffic control is one of ever-increasiwr 
importance. In 1934 the Commissioner of 
PoEcr decided to establish a subsection of 
the police. force to deal with this problem. 
·Some mdrcatton of thn growth of traffic in 
Queensland can be gaietcd from the fact 
that on 30th ,June, 1930, 80.403 motor vehicles 
wcr0 reQ:istNed, and at 30th June this vear 
the number had increased to 113 432. of 
which 37.255 were in the mctr~poiitan 
traffic district. The Commissioner of Police 
.shows in hi& reports to Parliament that he 
has been impressed with the nced of over
coming the problems of traffic control. I 
propose to quote from his report for the 
purpose of b~tilding up a case in support 
of the contentwn of the 'l'oowoomba citizens 
that there should be a. reversion to a svstem 
of angle parking in that city. ' 

In his report the CommissionN savs that 
the purpose of traffic by-laws is to 'control 
an? regulatE>; such traffic by rules and regu
lations for tile purpose of promoting traffic 
circulafion and public safety. Valuable 
work in this direction has been pcrformed 
from time to time. Certain conditions and 
certain re2:ulations have been laid down that 
hav0 facilitated the circulation -of traffic 
and ir:crea.sed the safety of thE' public. The 
e_stahhshm~nt of one-way traffic, the aboli
twn of nght-hand turns a limitation of 
tim~ in the parking of ._;ehicles. and auto· 
rnat!C traffic signals are some of the mea
·•urf's that have been put into operation to 
·Control. and rcgulate traffic. Despite these 
;egulati-cns traffic problems present an ever
tncreasmg responsibility to the Police 
I~epar~m!'mt. In hi~ report for 1936 the 

·CommissiOner of Police savs-
" It would appcar that the time is 

not far distant when uniform traffic laws 
will be required for the whole Df the 
State, modil1ed, of course to suit con
uitions existing at ce;tain outside 
centres.'' 

So impressed was thc Commissioner with 
the need for these remarks that a similar 
'iltatement. appears in his r<;port this year, 
namely, that such regulations should be 

[Mr. Morgan. 

modified to suit the convenience of outside 
centre,;. Toowoomba has been exempted 
from the benefits of this recommendation 
-imt,much a' the police in 'l'oowoomba 
refused to accede to the wishes of the people 
there for a system of angle parking. 

In reply to a deputation that waited on 
the Commi~sioner some months ago he said 
that in determininK a svstem of traffic regu
lation in any citv th0 following factors should 
be taken into consideration-

(a) Free circulation; 
(b) Safety; 
(c) Economics. 

HP said, furthermore, that the primary use 
of the roadway is for the passage of the 
public and the parking of vehicles causcs 
a diminution of road space provided for 
this purpose, and in the main and busy 
thoroughfares is quite a serious <Jbstruction 
to the free flow of traffic. 

I contend that those hctors, \Yhile thev 
are important. are not of decisive importan~ 
in Toowoomba. Toowoomba has a popula
tion of 27,000, and is the centre of one of 
the most importa,nt districts in the State and 
is dependent almost entirely on the attrac
tion of trade in order that the communitv 
ma.v· progress and the cit:;· may expand. 'l'o~
\Yoomba contains no secondary industries of 
any major importance. It is a city in the 
centre of a very rich district, depending upon 
the trade attracted to it from the O'.lt!ying 
centres. Therefore, if the system of parking 
is found to be inconvenient by the purchas
ing public, the police department should 
take cognisance of the demand of the people 
in that centre and endeavour to meet their 
wishes. 

There are approximately 7,000 licensed cars 
in Toowoomba. The streets are wide and 
there are no tramlines, consequently the same 
problems are not common to Toowoomba and 
the metropolitan area. 

It is claimed that by the angle system of 
parking accommodation for 250 additional 
cars can be provided in the main streets and 
that is a very important factor fr~m a 
business point of view. At one time there 
was a lack of unanimity amongst the Too
woomba people as to the best system of park
ing, but now they are 100 per cent.-both the 
tr':ding community and the people generally 
-m favour of a reversion to the angle 
system of parking. 

Clearly there is no analogy between Too
woomba and Brisbane in this respect. 'The 
Commissioner in his report recognises the 
fact, for he says-

" The large number of motor vehicles 
in the metropolitan area together with 
fixed tramlines and the narrowness of 
the street present an ever-increasing 
problem." 

Therefore, some flexibility in traffic law is 
needed to meet the changing tra,ffic con
ditions. 

This vote gives me an opportunity of 
voicing this request on behalf of the citizens 
of Toowoomba, and I hope that the Com
missioner of Police will take some notice of 
it, as I can assure him that, as a member 
of Parliament, I have no desire to be 
regarded as parochial in bringing under 
notice in this Committee matters of primary 
concern to the 'l'oowoomba district. 
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It might be claimed that these regulations 
.,hould apply to Toowoomba for the sake of 
uniformity. Good work has been done by this 
Government in amending the State Transport 
Act and taking power to introduce regula
tions for the control of traffic. Eighteen towns 
throughout the State have been declared 
traffic districts, but no uniformity has been 
enforced under those regulations in all these 
districts, and it is wrong' and untrue to 
suggest that Toowoomba is not peculiarly 
suited for angle parking. The streets in 
\Varwick are much narrower than those in 
Toowoomba, but the angle system of parking 
prevails there as it does at Southport, and 
certain other towns in the State in which it 
is a matter of mutual arrangement between 
·police and the citizens. 

I hope the Commissioner will view this 
not as a matter introduced by myself from 
the narrow parochial point of view, but on 
behalf of the 27,000 citizens of Toowoomba 
who are unanimous in their desire for a 
reversion to the system I have indicated. 
·On his next visit to Toowoomba he will 
receive a deputation, which I hope will be 
introduced bv the hon. member for East 
Toowoomba O:nd myself, and I trust that he 
will give consideration to the claims it will 
advance and will do eYerything possible to 
accede to its request. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 
Mackay) [7.33 p.m.]: Before replying to the 
speeches and criticism of hon. members on 
ihis vote, I must say that I appreciate the 
general commendation from hon. members 
on both 'ides of the Committee of the police 
force oi Queensland. Our police force is a 
bodv of men of whom we can be justly 
pro~d and who compare favourably with 
similar police forces in any other part of 
.the Commonwealth. 

The hon. member for Isis raised the ques· 
tion of the police welfare club. This is an 
institution that the Government have encour
aged. We believe it to be desirable that 
the police force should have a club of this 
kind and arrange and maintain their own 
forms of diversion. The suggestion has been 
made that the charges involved by the opera
tion of that club are on consolidated revenue. 
but that is not so. One constable is detailed 
for certain duties there. That Is the only 
charge to the Government. 

I remind the hon. member, if he com
plains, that no new principle is involved 
here, because the police as an organised body 
oeannot be regarded as in the same category 
as other employees. Take, for example, the 
military and naval forces. They have can
teens of their own, run by soldiers or 
sailors, as the case may be. If there is any 
large detachmBnt of men there is usually 
. a sergeant in control of the canteen. Speak
ing from memory, the sergeants used to take 
it for a month each in turn, and it was 
regarded as a privilege to get a month in 
charge of a canteen. It was a Crown charge. 
The basis of the maintenance of a canteen 
is to allow men to have a legitimate diver
sion during their leisure hours and be able 
to obtain refreshment under disciplinary 
control without the necessity of going to a 
place of public resort. That is the whole 
basis of this club. 

I alw remind the hon. member that the 
profits of this club are spent entirely upon 
police welfare. The club employs a librarian 
.and, I understand, another employee on the 

premises, who are a charge against its own 
fund, not a charge against the Crown at all. 
I have not had the pleasure of seeing it, 
but I have been informed the library the 
club is building up is excellent in character, 
and the opportunity to use the books is 
eagerly availed of, particularly by the 
younger constables. 'I'his library enables 
members of the force to study law, court 
procedure, and all things generally affect
ing the duty of a policeman. This is a 
thing to be encouraged in every possible 
way. Nobody who knows anything about 
this club can legitimately criticise any of its 
operations. 

In regard to police art uniom, I under
stand that policemen sell tickets in their 
spare time. I have never seen policemen 
hawking tickets. The hon. member sug
gested that a commission was paid, but 
surely he knows that it is the usual practice 
tll have an odd ticket in each book of art 
union tickets. It is the practice of men 
selling tickets in support of an institution 
they are interested in to pay in money for 
all tickets, and I am quite satisfied this is 
being done with regard to the Queensland 
police force's art unions. \Vhcther it is so 
or not it is a matter for themselves to decide, 
and we have no right to be continually 
interfering in the business of a body of men 
who are well capable of controlling their 
own a..ff airs. 

GovERX:IIENT JY1E~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: The hon. member for 

Baroona raised the question of traffic r.on· 
trol. This is a problem in Brisbane to-day, 
as it is in other cities of the world. It is 
a problem that is largely due to the use 
of motor cars, because a ver." large number 
of persons-a high percentage of our popu
lation-use motor cars to go to and between 
their homes and places of business; and 
others have to use cars in the course of their 
business. The problem of parking has 
become acute in busy centres. If a row of 
cars is parked on each side of the street 
the width of the street for ordinary traffic 
is reduced by the combined width of the 
two rows. In many cities that I have seen, 
private enterprise has established very fine 
parking stations. In some places you drive 
in, your car is placed in a lift and taken 
up several storeys into the air. I regard that 
as being a fair and legitimate enterprise. 
It is very interesting to know that hon. 
members opposite always suggest that the 
costly things should he a c~arge upon the 
State and the profitable thmgs should go 
to private enterprise. But there are good 
parking stations in Brisbane and elsewhere, 
and I suggest that no car driver would 
grudge paying a reasonablB fee in order to 
feel satisfied that his car will be looked after 
and kept in a place of safety . 

Mr. MAHER : It cost me 2s. the other day. 
The PREMIER: I have never been faced 

with the necessity of doing that. 
Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN interjected 
The PHEMIER: Sometimes, but I 

generally pay ls. In Melbourne, where they 
have very wide streets, in many centre~ the 
municipalities charge a fee. There are many 
spaces marked off where motor cars may be 
parked for half a day or a day, and they 
employ collectors to issue tickets whose duty 
it is to see that no unauthorised person 
moves, takes away, or disturbs those cars. 
I presume that the Melbourne City Council 
obtains a fair amount of revenue in tha~ 

Hon. W. JJ'organ Smith.] 
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way. The streets of Brisbane, unfortunately, 
are not wide enough to permit of that 
extended parking. That problem is due to 
the narrowing of already narrow streets by 
the present system of parking. This is a 
problem that will haYe to be overcome, and 
it will necessitate the erection of buildings 
wherein a number of cars can be park0d, 
seYoral storeys in the air, as m other 
countries. 

I think that the best and most reliable 
sTstem of traffic control is that of the 
coloured light''· I have held that opmwn 
ever since I first made a study of the prob
lem. It take' a little time for the public to 
be educated in the method, but once it comes 
into general u e it means complete safetv 
h pedestrians and greater safety to motorists. 
Even in the small villages of England the 
green, yellow, and red lights arc in general 
ti'e. A; a matter of fact if one knows the 
regulations about right a~d left-hand turns 
and one-way traffic it is easier bv means of 
those lights, to drive a car in' crowded Lon
don than it is to drive one in s'.-dney 
becau~e the driver knows that if he goes by 
the hght he is perfectlv '-afe in goin"' 
right ahead. " b 

With regard to the Toowoomba. problem, I 
suggest that the hon_ member for East 
Toowoomba and the hon. member for Too
woomba take un that matt0r with the C'o:n
missioner of Police on his forthcomino- visit. 
He will be found to be quite svmpath~tic on 
that matter, but it is a question of public 
safety and the spare available. I (]Uite 
agree that parking on an angle is better 
for the general public. U ncler that svstem
cars can be moved away quicker than ;,nder 
the system of having "to pass another car 
and then back in. It is frequent] v Yerv diffi
cult to drive a. car out under such c'ircum
stances. The system of a-ngular parking 
tends to '!lake for greater mobility. The 
cars are simply backed out, a turn taken, 
and they are then on the main highway 
for their destination. 

The hon. member for Dalby was somewhat 
fac:'twus, but he. w~s quite refreshing, and 
I hke to hear h1m m that mood. If he is 
perturbed in mind I desire to assure him 
that there is no intention on the part of 
the Government to rush on the State elec
tions after the Federal elections. Whatever 
the results of the Federal election on 23rd 
October next, it will in no way affect the 
Government's plans concerning the State 
electwns. It has been said by a much wiser 
man than I that faith is so strong that it 
can even move mountains and my faith in 
the people of this country is unbounded. I 
hase no fear of facing the intelligent elector~ 
of the country on any occasion so that there 
is no need for us to be pe;·turbed about 
these things. I agree with the hon. member, 
howe~·er,, that. ~he people have the right to 
give che1r decisiOn, and it should be accepted 
With as much gracE- as possible. Above all 
l<:t us see to it .tha~ we neither gloat over ~ 
VJctory nor wlune m a. defeat. The public 
should d~c!de tJ:ese things, and we accept 
then. declS!on Without any heartburning or 
repmmg. I repeat that I have every reason 
to believe that the people of Queensland 
recoi'mse the value of good and faithful 
servJCe. 

The hon. member referred to the humilia
tion of the police. Personally, I never like 
to humiliate anyone. I have never tried to 
hurt anyone's feelings in my life. It has 
never been necessary for me a.s Premier to 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

issue any instructions of any kind to the-
1Jolice. In reply to a question in this 
Chamber the other day I said that the police 
knew their duty, that they knew the law 
under which they had to operate, and that if 
thev had anv doubt at all thev could see]( 
advice from" the Crown Law Office. They 
require no instructions of any kind from 
thP Go.-ernment of the day as to whether 
they should enforce the law. In any event, 
I have never issued any instructions to the 
police. The hon. m<'mber y, as refening 
more particularly to breaches of the liquor 
laws. 

Everyone realioes that some laws ar0 
broken, but that is no reason why all laws 
should be abolished. vVe have a. very 
nluable Criminal Code drafted b.,. the late 
Sir Samud Griffith and the late ~:h. Justice 
VV' oolcock, but because the Crimina] Code is 
frequently broken that is no reason why it 
should b0 altered. The police have not had 
anv instruction from the Government in the 
di,:ection indicated. However, I should like 
to ea]] the attention of the hon. member to 
the prosecutions during the last yc.ar of the 
Moore Government. There werf' only twenty
four but last vear there were 337. So that 
it is' quite ob.-ious that during the period of 
the Laboln- Government more activity has 
been displaYed in this direction than when
the hon. i;lcmbcr was a member of a 
Government. 

The problems associated with the liquor 
laws are difficult in anv countrv. There 
are son1e per~ons who b~Iicve in~ con1pleto 
prohibition. There are others who believe
in varicus forms of regulation. They take 
the view tl111t maukind may be improved in 
general habits bv Acts of Parliament, their 
argument being .. that man will be better if 
it is made less ea"'' to do \YTong. There 
is a yery wide divergence of opinion in, 
the community about these things. I take 
the view that the liquor laws are as well 
carried out in Queensland as in any other 
State in the Commonwealth. There is a.t 
lt·ast this advantage, that any breaches of 
the law that may take place are generally 
committed by seasoned drinkers, and young
people are not learning those habits. 

There has been a. vast change in the
habits of the people in Queensalnd over the 
last twenty or thirty years. You very 
'dJom see a canccutter or a shearer knock
ing down a cheque in the way we knew 
many years ago. That is dne to a nu1nber_ 
of circumstances. It is partly the result of 
better education and a better understand
ing of the relative importance of things and 
partly to a generally better standard o,f 
Jiving. People nowadays have more amem
ties than many years ago. There a:·c 
places of pntertainment to go to th.at did 
not exist then. Altogether. in a. Clvlhs<o;d 
communitv there is a. tendencv to refram 
from ind;,lging in habits that were Yery 
common in davs that are past. 

My own vi~w on thcoe matters is that 
ir, is far better to teach the young people 
that it is better not to do things, than say 
to them, "You ml!st not do it." Th_ere
is an element of philosophy in' that View 
that I commend to hon. members. If you 
prove to a person that it is wrong to do, a 
certrtin thing, you get a better receptiOn 
than if vou tell him, "You must not do· 
it." In "a book recently published, consist
ing of essa vs dealing with problems of the 
day, Havel~ck Ellis has a very fine chapter-
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·deJding- with the use of narcotics 'in a civil
ised community. He points out that where 
11eople are told that they mus;; not do this 
or they must not do that, there is a psycho
logical reaction against that attempt at 
control 

Be that as it may, whatever view one 
may hold of these problems, it is a fact 
that there has been in recent yBars a vBry 
va"t improvement in the habits of the 
people of this country. In a democracy the 
law is based always on the consent of the 
pDople. A law that is outside the sanction 
<Of a larg-e majority of the people is more 
liable to b0 broken than a law that has the 
'anction of that majority. 

It takes time to train the communitv in 
n proper observance of the laws to v;:hich 
the hon. member referred, and it is very 
cl ifficult to enforce it. That has been recog
nised fo1· manv >cars. I can remember 
ithe late "Mr. G.eor.ge Appel, as Home Sec
Tdary, introducing the Liquor Act of 191? 
and pointing out that thcr'l were many 
dause• in that Act under which no one 
'' mld be safe-if effect w:>s given to them. 
~For instance, if one called at a hotel after 
l1onrs to s€e someone living there, he could 
'be regarded as being illegally on the 
premise' and be subjected to close ques
tioning by a policcma.n. So that, of course, 
nll law must qe administered intelligently. 
If the law was carried out rigidlv and 
merely on the basis of the letter d the law, 
forms of tyranny would srring up. 

For example, take the police force. A 
-policeman in oertain circnn1stances mav be 
justified and is empowered to use such force 
as may be necessarv to arrest a recalcitrant 
person. He is armed for tha.t purpose but 
he is not given an open license to go r'ound 
and whack anvbody on the head who is going 
about his lawful voca.tion. So it is in regard 
to law generally; intelligence must always 
be exercised. TakP, for example, traffic laws 
in any city. Where, in this P.arlia.ment, is 
there a motorist, a man who knows how to 
drive a car, who can say he ha.s never broken 
a traffic law? Jnst imagine a man trying to 
travel on low gear at four miles an hour at 
the busy time on to the Victoria Bridge 
when the policema.n waves you on! I can 
imagine what a certain red-headed sergeant, 
who for many years did that work very well 
at that place, would have said under such 
ei_rcun:sta.nces. Generally speaking, as man
kind Improves, and the benefit of orga.nised 
society is recognised we have a more law
abiding people than' in the past. And the 
people of Queensland generally are law
abiding. 

I do not think there is a.ny other matter 
that has been raised on the vote that calls 
for reply. I repea.t on beha.lf of the Secre
tarv for Health and Home Affairs and on 
my' own behalf that I appreciate the valuable 
work done by the Commissioner and all 
:ranks of the police in this State. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) [7.57 p.m.]: I 
have 'found the Commissioner's report very 
interesting. He has dea.lt with a. la.rge num
ber of subjects, particularly the organisation 
of the force, the training of its members, 
the system of lectures, and the library, 
where they can get books to aid them in 
studying the ,law that they need to use in 
their occupatiOn. 

I agree with the hon. member for Too
woomba on the question of angle parking in 

tha.t city. Tha.t .wstem would a.ccommodate 
far more cars, and be infinitely more COil· 

venient to the people, and I think there 
wonld be far less risk of accident than there 
is to-day. The angle parking that was in 
operation at one time in Toowoomba. was 
far more <;:onvenient, and I do not see a.ny 
good rea.son for the alteration. 

I should like to get a little information 
as to the standing of men who call them· 
selves car attendants in the streets of Bris· 
bane. Are they registered by the police, or 
by whom are they controlled? Whenever 
you go to the city at night a.nd get out of 
your car and lea.ve it in the street for five 
minutes you find somebody minding it when 
~~ou come back who expects to be paid 1s. 
for his work. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND lND'CSTRY : 
There is no obligation to pay. 

Mr. MOORE: I know there is no obliga.
tion to p.ay, but, after all, one does not like 
to appear mean, and I want to know who 
authorises them? Has anyone the right to 
go out and put a. white coat on and call 
himself a car attenda.nt? Do they have a 
training for the position, or do the police 
register a certain number, and it is neces
sary for them to have any qualifications as 
to character? Do the police make investiga
tions before they are allowed to carry on 
the occupation? At times I think they are 
very useful. 

The PRE~IIER : All the men a.re now 
registered by the traffic office. 

Mr. WELLINGTON: Some will mind it if 
they get a tray bit. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MOORE: I want information on car
minders because several people have asked 
me if they are authorieed and who authorises 
them and whether any investigation is made 
into their character. 

The PRE1!IER: They have a badge. 
"Mr. :'v100RE: I was not sure of the 

author of those badges. The Pr('mier passed 
very lightly over the question of breaches 
of the Liquor Laws. The following is an 
extract from a report of a hearing in the 
Industrial Court:-

" ' Mr. Skehan contended that in 
regard to legal trading hours the 
breweries had taken direct action. They 
shut the front door and opened the 
back,' he said, 'awl we are doing the 
same.' 

" Mr. Ferry: But two wrongs don't 
make a right. 

" Mr. Skehan: The breweries opened 
their hotels until 11 o'clock at night, and 
the police dare no,.t go in. I have often 
asked a policeman to go into a hotel 
with me, but they will not do it. I say 
there is no reason given i_n the appli
cants a.tfidavit why the award should 
be cancelled." 

Later, Mr. Skehan said-
" They are as much concerned about 

keeping the law as anyone else. The 
men are determiMd on a showdown in 
respect of the hotels controlled by these 
people and to stop trading ttPtil 11 p.m. 
Outside the Brisbane area they are open 
on Sundays, too. There is one law for 
the breweries and one for the grocer." 

In his endeavours to tilt at the late 
Government the Premier did not bother to 
look up the actual figure" in the police 
roport. He merely took one quotation from 

Mr. Moore.] 
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page 10, and he said that in the last year 
of the Moore Government there were twenty
four prosecutions, and in the last year of 
the a-dministration of this Government the 
number was 337. That is quite incorrect. 
The hon. gentleman took only the prosecu· 
tions against liceme.cJ victuallers in 1931-32, 
and all prosecutions in 1936-37. If he refers 
to the table he will find that the convictions 
arc-

Licensed victualler> 34 
Agent of licensed victualler . 8 
Private persons 200 
Illicit sales 78 

Total 320 

Adopting this same method for calculating 
the number of prosecutions in the last year 
0f the Moore Government it will be found 
that the number was 436. This merely 
ohowJ that the problem is not new and it 
becomes necessary to go back to see what 
haf' been going on over a number of yearR, 
and you will fmd that the present Govern
Inent \vere far lE ss act lYe than previous 
moes. I find that the number of prosecutions 
are a. follows:-

Licensees. 
117 1924-25 

1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 ... 
]929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 

115 
90 
86 
66 
66 
29 
23 
9 

50 
71 
40 
34 

Other than 
Licensees. 
1,109 
1,103 

867 
891 
858 
916 
638 
396 
237 
315 
206 
161 
200 

Total. 
1,292 
1,270 

990 
1,000 

947 
998 
770 
426 
246 
365 
367 
269 
337 

The Premier said that in the administra
tion of the liquor or ,.any other law it is 
a question Df having the bulk of the people 
with you, that they have to be agreeable to 
the law and. if not. it should be amended. 
He also said that it takes a long time for 
the people to become used to a thmg. Well, 
this has been going on for a long time and 
it seems to me that it is wrong when we 
find a definite statement made in the In-dus
trial Court by responsible men, that indi
cates that either the police are being 
demoralised and are not taking the neces
sary action to cope with the breaches or that 
the law should be al.tered. It appears to 
me wrong to be continually getting--

The PRE1!IER: What do you ouggest? 

::Yir. MOORE: Either the Act should be 
arncnd0d and the hours of trading extended 
to a .definite time, so that after that no 
further bueiness will be done, or the present 
laws should be ;;trictly enforced. This diffi
culty occurred in the case of shop betting. If 
we stick to the present hours then we shall 
have to have a sufficient number of police 
to see that the law is obeved. I do not 
like to see a law being openly flouted, and 
the present position really amounts to that. 
It is not only this law that is being flouted, 
but we know that other laws will be flouted 
with impunity. 

· The PREMIER: That is true. If one Jaw 
is not carried out all laws are likely to be 
n·garded with contempt. 

Mr. MOORE: We found the position was 
the same, more or less, with regard to shop 

[Mr. Moore. 

betting. There was an open flouting of the 
law, and it was more or less brought into· 
contempt. The Premier recognises the 
desirability, even the necessity, for definite 
action. Definite action should be taken if 
the people are against a limitation of hours. 
It \Yould be better to have the present law 
amended because it would be better for the 
people to sec that the law is obeyed and see 
policemen carry out their duties than have 
continual evasion. 

This is not a new subject. Y\·e have heard 
of re sol ut ions pa,sed by various organisa
tions connected with the liquor trade. \V e 
haYe had the spectacle of the Liquor Trades 
l'nicn ~ending circulars around to members 
cf Parliament objecting to the overtime 
being worked in hotels after trading hours. 
De'inite statements have been made to the 
public about the matter, and, as quoted, 
authoritative statements have been made in 
the courts, and when it reaches that 
,tag<' it is about time we made up our 
minds to see that the law is kept or alter· 
the law and see that it is obeved. It woul.cJ 
be better to ha vo an exten.~ion of hours 
bevond 8 o'clock than have a continual 
breaking of the law. The principle is 
wrong. 

Fairlv successful efforts have been ma.cJe· 
to enfo~rce the law on several occasions. It 
is ovi.cJent that in 1924-25 and in 1925-26 
sh·ingent attempts were made, because of 
the number of prosecutions at that time. 

A GO\'ERNli!ENT J\:lEliiBER: Do you support 
hotels opening until 11 p.m.? 

Mr. MOORE : I support an;v movement. 
to allow the people to have what is neces
sarv. I do not like hotels being open until 
ele\·en at night, but I prefer them to remain 
open till eleven than to see the law continu
allv disobeyed. I would rather see the front 
door of a hotel open than "ee people going 
in by the siJe door. I recognise that the· 
closing of hotels at eight o'clock is a very 
good thing for a large number of people. 
I should like to see the present hours strictly 
adhere.d to. As a matter of fact, it is after 
eight o'clock that most of our trouble occurs. 
At present ihe law is winked at, and people 
can walk into hotels quite openly. I quoted 
an instance in this Chamber some time 
ago showing how prominent this matter was
becoming. I gaye an instance in which a 
certain hotel advertised on the screen at a. 
leading theatre, " Come and have a spot 
during the interval. Only the best brands 
of liquor kept." 

A GOVER>rMENT MEMBER: It was m the 
afternoon. 

11r. MOORE: No; it was not in the 
afternoon. It was in the evening, and the 
interval was at 9.30 p.m. An advertisement 
came on the screen inviting people to have 
a spot during interval. That shows th!"re· 
is open contempt for the law, and I thmk 
it is a bad principle in any country. As 
I said. I wuuld rather have an extension of 
hours than have the position continue as it 
is at present. The police dare not interfere. 
As the Premier said to-night-I agree with 
him-we have an efficient body of police in 
Queensland. The State can be proud of 
rhem and they are carrying out their 
duties well in all parts of the State, many 
of them under difficulty, but as regards 
trading of hotels they are hamstrung. We 
do not want to make their tasks more diffi
cult than necessary, and we should not place 
them in an invidious position. 
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That is the attitude I take up. I would 
rather have the law kept under proper super
vision than go on in the \Va.y we are doing 
at, pre,ent. The doors are shut at a certain 
hour, but the police are evidently powerless 
to act in cases of breaches. That, at anv 
rate, '·•eems to be the pooition in which they 
are placed to-day. It is demoralising to 
them, and it is demoralising to the com
munity. For tho'e reawns I much prefer 
an alteration. I recognise the dirliculty. I 
have noticed how the people evaded the 
law in othcl' parts of Australia, but they 
did not infringe nearly to the same extent. 
I remember what they did in Victoria 
\\·here the hotels are compelled to close at 
6 o' <lock. There the people got round 
it to a certain extent by obtaining keys and 
11retending they had rooms in the hotel. 

Mr. JEsso;:.;: Did you do that? 

:vir. lVIOORE: I did not do it, because I 
was staying in the hotel. It was not neces
sar.v for me to do that, but people got 
keys in order to have the excuse, if they 
happened to be caught and questioned. that 
they were st1ying in the hotel, and that 
-these were the kevs to their rooms. L:nfor
tunatcly, I think that it has got beyond i hat 
in this State. 

The problem exists not only in Brishme. 
but throughout Queensland. I remember one 
morning -when I -was up ~ orth in the train 
oomc year' ago. I was not feeling Yery 
well when I got to Townsville, so I asked 
the station-master if there was any chance 
of getting some brandy. Ho said. "I think 
if you go over to the hot-el at the corner 
and knock three times on the side door 
someone will come down and get it for 
you.'' \Yhen I cot over there there was 
such a row in the bar-there were about 
lift~' people drinking-that I did not think it 
necee,ary to knock on tho door. 

The PREMIER: 'I1mt was when you wore m 
power? 

:!\lr. MOORE: No. But it make's no dif
ference who was in power. \Vhen I was in 
power there was a great shortage of national 
wPalth in Queensland as well as in the rest of 
Australia. and people did not have the same 
amount of money to spend on drink then 
as they had previously. and as they had 
later. The Premier will see that in 1932-33 
there were only nine prosecutions against 
licensed victuallers, as against thirty-four 
in 1936-37. 

There are other factors that enter into 
the question besides laxity in the administra
tion of the law. I am dealing with the 
que,tion as a 'Yhole, and I thin)< _that from 
the points of v1ew of the law-ab1dmg Citizen 
.and of respect for the law it is much better 
either to have the law enforced rigidly and 
.to appoint enough policemen to -do it, or 
else amend the Act and enable the -drinking 
to be done legally, as it is in the daytime. 
From that point of view I should welcome 
any alteration in the present position. 

As far as gambling is concerned, the 
Commissioner in his annual report says-

" It is reasonably certain that 
organised gambling, which existed par
ticularly in North Queensland, has been 
eliminated. 

"Off-the-course betting, which had been 
a serious problem for many years, has 
been brought definitely under control 
since the enactment <Jf ' The Racecourses 

Amendment Act of 1936.' It has not been 
totally eliminated, as this is not possible 
until such time as law-breakers are 
denied the use of the telephone. 

" During the year 547 prosecutions 
under the Gambling and Anti-gambling 
Laws have been ii"tituted throughout 
the State. The to1 al fines and costs 
amounte<l to £4,3 ;d 16" .. and a total sum 
of £49 5s. 1cl. taken possession of was 
forfeited to the Crown." 

It was made an offence for the proprietor of 
a. hotel to allow gambling in his hotel, and 
he therefore took good care that it did not 
go on in his establishment. Drinking after 
hours could be controllcd j Ltet as gambli01g 
could be controlled if a definite attempt were 
made bv the Government to eliminate it. 
The pra'ctice is just as illegal as gambling. 
and I think that the Government woul-d be 
quite justified in either amending the Act 
or making a definite drive to see that the 
law is properly observed. 

The cases before the court for drunkenness 
in 1936-37 nnmbc•red 9.800 males and 636 
females, or a total of 10,436. whilst in 1932 
5.499 males and 621 females were prosecuted. 
or a total for that year of 6,120 cases. There 
is a difference there of 4,316 in the number 
of prosecutions for drunkenness. I am not 
concerned about drunkenness at the moment, 
as that is rm:relv an offshoot from the main 
question. I am"Yiot worried about the soaker, 
\1 ho goes into a hotel and gets drunk. I am 
"·orried about the younger generation who 
may be tempted away from milk bars to go 
into hotels if thev are allowed to trade for 
long hours. If there is any laxity in the 
administration of the law with regard to 
hotels these young folk may be tempted to 
go there for a drink, not because they want 
the drink but b<"auso perhaps it looks better 
and creates a better impre:.:csion a.mongst 
their fellows if they are seen going through 
the side door of a hotel instead of into a 
milk bar. The question is: \'\'hat is best to 
be done in the interests of the community ? 
I do not think that the best thing is to leave 
matters as they stand to-day, especially when 
defmite statements are made from time to 
time to the e!Iect that the law is openly 
flouted. It would be infinitely better to 
have the law properly enforced; and it can 
be done. The Gov<ernmcnt have done it in 
connection with gambling. Therefore, they 
should decide either to amend the law or to 
enforce it strictly. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jlackay) [8.17 p.m.]: I was rather amused 
"ith the self-righteous attitude of the hon. 
member for Aubigny on this question. One 
would think that prosecution for breaches 
of the Liquor Act was a. new thing, and 
that during his period of office it did not 
exist. I take this opportunity of reminding 
the hon. gentleman that the liquor laws 
are better observed now than they were when 
he was in power. The hon. gentleman, in 
the exercise of his authority as Premier, has 
withdrawn prosecutions. 

Mr. MoORE: No, I did not. 

1 he PREMIER: Has given instructions tJ 
the Commissioner of Police--

Mr. MooRE: I beg your pardon ! 

The PREMIER : On 30th October, 1929, 
to withdraw a prosecution at Helidon. 

Mr. MOORE: No-you will pardon me! 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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The PREMIER: It is on the file. 
Mr. MOORE: If you will read the letter 

you will see--
The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman 

made representations--
Mr. MooRE: Yes, I did. 
The PREMIER : To the Commisoioner of 

Police. 
Mr. MOORE: Yes. 
The PREMIER: For a case listed for 

prosecution--
Mr. MooRE: Yes. 
The PREMIER: At Helidon on 30th 

October, 1929, and as a result of his repre
sentations that prosecution was withdrawn. 

Mr. MooRE: You read the letter. 
The PREMIER : I have read it. 
Mr. MOORE: Do not say that I gave 

instructions, because I did not. 

The PREMIER : There is no need for the 
hon. member for Aubigny to bask in the 
radiance of his own righteousness, either 
in regard to these things or to anything else. 

The present position cannot be allowed to 
continue indefinitely. (Hear, hear !) I take 
the view that the matter is one for sound 
investigation at the present time, and it is 
being investigated. My experience in 
different parts of the world is that rigid 
control does not always give the result that 
its sponsors desire. In either France or Italy 
spirituous liquors, wines, or beer can be 
obtained at almost any hour of the day or 
night. In England during the Coronation 
fe,tivitic-; bars were opened almost all night, 
but there were very few prosecutions for 
drunkenness. In some parts of England the 
closing hour is 11 o'clock at night and in 
other parts midnight. Usually the hotels 
are opened in the morning. and remain open 
until 2 o'clock p.m., when they close down 
until 5 'clock p.m., and in the centre of 
London arc open again from 5 o'clock p.m. 
until midnight. On Sundays they are open 
from noon to 2 p.m., and again from 7 p.m. 
to 10 p.m., and in some districts 11 p.m. 
I saw less evidence of excessive drinking 
in England than I did in other countries 
whore the liquor laws were applied more 
rigidly. That may be due to the different 
temperaments of the different races. 

Mr. MooRE: It may be due, too, to what 
they drink. That makes a difference. 

The PREl\IIER: There is no variation 
in what the people drink in the p]ncc:; I am 
referring to. 

Mr. i\IAHER: Some of tho Latin races 
prefer light wines. 

The PREMIER: That does not apply to 
any pal~ticular race. For f'XI(t.illTJle, tho 
Englishman is often regarded as a very 
big boer drinker. As a matter of fact. if 
vou take up the statistics you will find that 
the Jrini,ing of ardent spirits in England 1s 
jnst as widespread as in any other country. 
If vou look at the statistics in Australia 
vou' will alw find that there has been a 
falling off in the consumption cf whisky, but 
not in the consumption of gin. 

:Yh. 2\IOORE: That is because the co3t of 
''hi< ky is rather heavy. 

The PREMIER: 'l'here has been an 
increase in the consumption of gin. . The 
habits of the people in any country are very 
much the same. The temperaments of the 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

various races may have some bearing on the 
subject, but in those countries I refer to, par
ticularly :France and Italy, there was virtu
aJly freedom to drink at any time. There 
did not appear to be any breaches of the 
peacD or any scandal of any kind in conse
quence. 

Of course, the sponsors of early closing 
claim that thereby the young person is 
prevented from learning the habit of drink
ing late at night. They have their case, and 
that case has to be inYestigated. I am pre
pared to hear argument on those matters at 
any time. The conclusion is to be drawn 
t.hat because the law has fixed the trading 
hours for hotels at from 8 <:''clock in the 
morning until 8 o'clock in the evening, it is 
like the law of the Medes and Persians
permanent and unalterable. If it is in the· 
public interest either to reduce those hours 
or lengthen them, or give a different spread 
of hour$, then it should be the subject of 
investigation. 

Again, ther<J is a derta.in amount of 
drinking in hotel lounges that is frequently 
regarded as illegal drinking, whereas it is 
perfectly legal. 

Mr. MAHER: After 8 o'clock at night? 

The PREMIER : Yes. If the hon. gentle
man is living at a hotel he can entertain 
the hon. m<ember for Dalbv after 8 o'clock 
at night if he wishes. ' 

Mr. MAHER : But if I am not living there? 

The PREMIER: If the hon. gentleman is 
living at the hotel, he can entertain his 
guests, because that is his home. He is 
then assumed to be in the same position as 
a person in his own home who has the· 
right b produce a decanter. If he is living 
in a hotel and the hon. member for Dalby 
calls on him after 8 o'clock at night he is 
perfectly justified under the law in shout
ing for him. In fact, he would be justified 
in entertaining him to his heart's desire. 

Mr. MooRE: He wonld not l)e justiflcd in· 
shouting in return. (Laughter.) 

The PRKMIER: Does the hon. gentle
man suggest that he neYer does? I do not 
sngge;,t for a moment that the hon. member 
for Dalby is a man of that kind. (Renewed 
laughter.) 

It is lawful for a man living in a hotel 
to entertain his guests. That is a fact that 
is not generallv known. That applies to all 
lounges in all "hotels in Queensland, and in 
manv other States also. 

This is a matter to which hon. members 
should apply their minds. If Parliament 
exjwesses a desire for an alteration, then 
I am quite prepared to hear argument on 
the matter. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Too1cong) [8.25 p.m.l: 
In common with other hon. members I offe1· 
rny congratulations to our Yer:v fine polic:-· 
force. 

Ha,-ing a sewre cold I did not intend to 
speak on this vote. but I feel that }. 'honlJ 
be wanting in my duty if I did not reply 
to some of the statements that have been 
made bv hon. members. In the first 
place I · de,ire to congratulate the police 
for the efficient manner in which the, havE> 
administered the new traffic svstem of reel. 
yellow, and green lights. but I" wish to draw· 
the attention of the Commissioner. through 
the Minister. to the congestion of traffic that 
takes place in various parts of the city at 
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various periods. particularly m the early 
hour' of the morning. At about a quarter 
to 8 the other morning I counted seventc·
three people who were waiting to cross 
the -treet at the corners of Edward and 
Que·' n streets. The same congestion takes 
plare at other crossings in the city. I 
realise the difficulty confronting the poli.Y. 
and I compliment them on the patience tlwy 
ha Y0 ~hcnn1 in adn1inistering the n~\Y traffi(' 
law. I can assure you, Mr. lianson. that 
dictionary on the table does not contain some 
of the exprc·•sions used by people when the 
nPw traf-lic law cm1Ie into operation and 
theY were called back when thev were half 
\Va~· ::..cro~s the .street. I had ~n an1using 
ex'JC'l'icnce. I proceeded to cro~;-;; the road. 
quit·• forgetting the traffic lights, and I 
,\ .. tH::t'd into the ann:-< of thn Con11nissioner of 
Po\i 't. He will tell vou what I said. I 
wish to cl: .t w the attention of the Commis
sioEcr io tLe fact that when the green light 
uppeurs--

A GoYERX~IEXT ::'v1DIBER: \Yhy pick the 
green light? 

:\Ir. M),X\YELL: Because it is the sign 
to croos. \Vht'n that light appears people 
rush Ltcro:-::::: the roachvay, and at the sarne 
tin10 I have :;:.('Pn rnotoe cars comina- round 
the corner quicklv. It is a wonde; to 1ne 
that a sel'ions acCident has not occurred as 
a n·"ult of this dangerous practice. 

\\' e are to be congratulated on having such 
a fine body of men as the police force to 
pro' .·et LL', both while we are asleep and 
while we are awake. I cannot belieYe the 
state;wmt that was made by :1\fr. Skchan in 
the Industrial Court. He should be called 
upon to sub,tantiate his statement. A man 
orrnpying his position has no right to n1ake 
a statement to the 0ifcct that these men haYc 
rt>cein'd insh·urtions not to do certain things. 
\Ye all know it would be a sillv thino- to 
give that instruction. \V c know ,·ou ';nav 
look with your blind eye, but to go roun~l 
and tell the men thcv are not to do anvthing
and 1l10,\. an " op;"n ~lather " is a'i1othel: 
matter. :\" o man should make such a state
ment unless he can bring proof of it. I do 
not think it is possible for such a thing to 
happen. and I ao not think that anv :Minister 
would be silly enough to do it. ' 

This evening we had a dissertation from 
the Premier, who took up the cudgels on 
behalf of the Secreta1'y for Health and 
Home Affairs and told us of the conditions 
,existing in other lands. He drew atten
tion to the absolute necessity for people to 
obey the law. I must say I felt disap
pointment at some of his remarks. He led 
me to believe that if the people would not 
obey the law there was only one thing to 
-do: to amend the law in such a way that 
thev \vould be able to do what thev wanted 
to do. · 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay): I rise to a point of order. I did 
not say what the hon. member attributes to 
me. It was an hen. member on his own 
side of the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem
ber for Toowong must accept the denial of 
the hon. gentleman. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I alwa:ys do. I am not 
a fool. I can always read between the 
lines. The suggestion was that the hon. 
gentleman was open to reason-" Put for-

ward your suggestion anci if Parliament 
approves I will give effect to it." 

The PREMIER: I said I was prepared to 
hear argument. 

l\Ir. l'.IAS::V\-ELL: Yes, I know. (Laugh
ter.) 

The CHAIRMAJ\' : Order ! 

Mr. i'!IAXWELL: If the law is being 
broken and if the position is such as we 
have heard from the Premier and the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition, why are those 
persons that have broken the law not prose
cuted'! The baker who sells a loaf of bread 
on a. Sunday is prosecuted and in some 
instances fined £2. 

Mr. KAClE: Some of the hotels arc. 

:'vir. :NlAX\VELL: Very few of them. The 
position is that if because of the speeches 
made to-night by hon members on both 
sides of the Committee ihe liquor trad0 gets 
tG work and demands an alteration of the 
liours of hotel trading because the people 
want it-a section of the people. may \vant 
it-what is to prevent other sections of the 
trading community from breaking the law 
in respect of the hours of trading? \Vould 
they not be justified in doing so? 

Ll1doubtodly it opens up an avencw br-,et 
with difficulty. The law stands and offenders 
against it mmt be prosecuted. Certamly 
there arc la\\'S on the ,,t;atute-book with 
which we may not agree, but we must 
obev them. It doe" not follow that because 
we 'do not agree with them we should defy 
them. Hotels should not be allowed to sell 
liquor outside the prescribed trading hours. 
I stress the point that this C,ommittee should 
give verv serious considerat10n to the ques
tion before in any way suggesting an exten
sion of hotel trading hours. 

I know that it has been said that Brisbane 
is a yery sober city. I know that on holidays 
and other times I have not seen so much 
drunkenness about, night time or day time, 
as there used to be. There seems to be an 
element o£ sobriety about the place. Women 
can walk down the streets now quite safely. 
with no thought of being insulted. Extend 
vour hotel hours, Mr. Hanson, and decent 
inen will be made indecent by filling them
selves up with liquor, and they will 
undoubtedly forget that they are men. I 
hope that the Premier will not encourage 
the submission of any request from any 
section of the community to alter the present 
law. This law has been in force for a 
number of years. I know as others know
there is no secret about it-that no law 
ever was passed that some people. did not 
find fault with. Was there ever a liquor law 
passed when men did not say, " This is a 
nice how-do-you-do-a man can't go and !'et 
shickered." It is necessary for the protect10n 
of our people to have ~he law _obeyed, an~, 
as the Premier has said, partiCularly 1s 1t 
important to have temptation removed from 
the rising generation. ~here i~ temptation, 
there is no doubt about It. I smcerely hope 
that the Premier will not give encourage
ment to a. section of the community to come 
forward with a request to have the present 
law extended. 

The PREMIER : I was only replying to a 
statement made by the hon. member for 
Aubigny, 

Mr. MAXWELL: That is only an excuse. 
The Premier does not always fall in with 

Mr. Maxwell.] 
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suggestions made by the Opposition. This 
is something that the Premier agrees with 
or else he would not have said what he did. 
I hope wiser counsels will prevail. I sa.v 
if this movement is started the Government 
will have a merry time. The Premier will 
pull down the whole edifice if he starts to 
introduce a later closing hour for hotels in 
this city. 

Mr. JESS0:\1' (Kmnedy) [8.38 p.m.] The 
hon. member for Toowong started off on the 
lights and finished up in the soft-drink shop. 
He did not listen to speeches made by the 
Premier and other members of his party in 
this Chamber. What is there to stop a 
man from having a glass of beer at any 
time 1 Whv force him to have a drink of 
milk, ginge; beer, or a cup of tea or coffee ? 
We say this is a democratic country. In 
countries of the world controlled by Fascists 
men can have their choice. As the Premier 
aptlv said, people are not drinking to the 
extent they used to, nor are they as foolish 
with their money as they were. There is 
no reason, if the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition spoke truly of the advertisement 
he saw, why a man should not come out 
of the picture show and have his pot of 
shandy. just the same as any other man is 
entitled to come out and have his milk-shake 
or ginger beer. 

So much for that matter. I really did not 
rise to deal with it. I wanted to support 
the remarb from this side of the Chamber 
about what happened under the Moors 
regime. I can speak of the gambling racket 
that was carried on in Northern Quepnsland 
11ntil a few vears ago, ·rhcre were racketeerR 
and gangsters carrying on organised 
gamblin;:-;, throughout the sugar districts
round L'airns and Mossman. Organised 
games were being conducted that took money 
away from a man who had no earthly chance 
in the world of winning anything. It is 
only during the last few years, under the 
administration of this Government, that 
organised gambling has been completely 
stamped out. Under the Moore regime I 
have seen men going to these gambling dens 
and losing the whole of their wages. I have 
been foolish enough to play myself. 

Hon. members opposite spoko abrmt the 
front. door of a hotel being shut and the 
back dcor being open. In these gambling 
dens it was not a question of three knocks 
before you got in. The doors were wide 
open during the years from 1929 to 1932 
and continued to be so 1mtil this Govern
ment set to work and st..amped the eYil out. 

l\1r. BRA);D: No. 

l\Ir. JESSOX: If the hon. member can 
find any organised gambling in any place 
from l\Iackay north where a man can go 
in and throw his money on the table. I am 
prepared to give £5 to· any charitable insti
tution in the Bt3tc. 1 know that pres,me 
has been brought to bear on certain porwns 
in an e:ndea Your to get organised gan1bling 
'tartcd again, but up to date all efforts 
have been tU1suc, ..... c8c:.ful. I an1 YCr":~ plea"ed 
that the Gon:rnmont have Ntampe<l nut this 
practice, and for that alone both the Com
missioner of PJiice and the Governmcm have 
jnstified themselves in the eyes of the 
lllothers and wiYos of a great many workers 
in the 1\orth. 

Item (Police) agreed to. 

[]}fr. Maxu·cll. 

POLICZ TN VF.STM EKT BOARD. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith~ 
Jfackay): I movn-

" That £65.600 be grantrd for ' Policn 
Invcetment Board.' " 

Item agreed to. 

PRISONS. 

The PREMIER (Hon. vV. Forgan Smith, 
Jfackay): I move-

" That £32 812 be granted for 
' Prisons.' " ' 

Item agreed to. 

STATE CHILDREN. 

The PREMIER (Hon. \V. Forgan Smith, 
Jfackay): I move-

" That £196,671 be granted for· 
' State Children.' " 

Mr. HA YES (,Yundah) [8.44 p.m.]: I 
understood the hon. member for Oxley to 
saY that the va.rious homes about Brisbane 
and throughout Queensland have not. 
received any increase in their grants since, 
this Government came into office in 1932. 
I am certain that the hon. member could 
not have read the report of the Director of" 
State Children, or he would not have made 
that statement. 

In 1935, when speaking on this vote. I 
referred to the wonderful work that is being 
done in the 'l'uffnell Home, Kundah. IJ:v the· 
Church of England, and in St. Vincent's 
Orphanage, "'udgee. Both those institutions 
ar~ in the Nundah electorate. 

\Yhen the Moore Government were in 
powPr they had little sympathy for the Rb.te 
children, jusJ.,'!fls they had little regard for 
1he people that they industrially outlawed" 
and denied the right to go to the Tndustrial 
Court. Can hon. members imagine anvthinv;
more cruel than their disregard of thP com
forts of little ones who had lost their br,'rtd
\vinners? \Vhen the present G·overmnent 
were returned to power in 1932 one of tlwi r· · 
first acts was to restore the 1 s. a week that 
ha cl been taken by the ::\1oore Govcrnm~ent. 
The weekly rates of payment to-day are-

"'iVith foster mothers (h·om two to twelve 
years of age)-9s. 6d. a week. 

With foster mothers (from twelve to four-
te-en years of age)-10s. a week. 

Although the increase "as paid to foster· 
mothers in charge of the children nothin!S 
had been done to extend it to such homes. 
as 'vore conducted by the Church of England, 
the Salvation Army, and the Roman Catho
lic Church. My appeal was that the same 
help should be given to those homes who· 
were carrying out such wonderful work. If 
the hon. member for Oxley had rea;J the 
report of the Din·ctm· of State Chi!dr'ln 
Department he would ha.-e secJt tha.t the 
increas0d rate is now 11aid to the following 
institutions:-

St. Gem·ge Orphanage, Rockh<tmpbn· 
(Church of England). 

Sah·ation Army I--Iornc at Toowong:> 
Yeronga, Indooroopilly, Hi vMview, 
and Rockhampton. 

}ldcor Park. Rockhampton. St. Vincent's 
Home, Nudgee, Hoh· Cross Retreut, 
Woo:oowin (Roman Catholicl. 

Tlw hon. member for Oxley is not present, 
otherwise he would hear my emphatic-
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denial of his untruthful charge in this Cham
ber. It is a great pity that an hon. member 
i" prepared to rise in his place and make 
such ridiculous assertions. He had the same 
opportunity as any other hon. member to 
read the report of the Director of State 
Children. I can only conclude that his action 
was prompted by way of political propa
ganda and in the belief that he could get 
away with his statement. 

I give great credit to the foster mothers 
and to these institutions for the splendid 
work that they are doing in the interests of 
State children. I have had an opportunity 
of visiting the institutions on many occasions 
and even when part of the Nundah electorate 
was in the Sandgate electorate and repre
sented by the Hon. H. E. Sizer, I made it 
my business to acquaint myself then with 
the work that they were doing. 

The report of the Director of State 
Children discloses that the health of the 
inmates of St. Vincent's Home, :"iudgee, 
has been good, and that the medical and 
dental officers have ~tttended regularly. The 
r0port also states-

" The progress at school is very satis
factory, and the District Inspector was 
able to report most favourablv on the 
work of all grades. The two boys who 
sat for the scholarship secured credit 
passes, and are now in residence at St. 
J oseph's College, Nudgee." 

Labour's administration sees to it that State 
children have all the help and protection 
that can bB given to them to fit them for 
their after life. 

I also find in reading the report of the 
Director that scholastic success has attended 
another State child inmate of one of these 
homes. and that this pupil is at present 
attending the Teachers' Training College. 
We also find, in looking back through the 
years, that State children have made their 
mark in history, and have succeeded in rising 
to the highest positions in the land. Some of 
them have even reached the top of some of 
our leading professions. It is the driving 
force of Labour that is so helpful to these 
young children. It is this spirit that charac
terises the great Australian Labour move
ment. It always has as its ideal the uplift 
of man, and does not sta_nd for that pressing 
down that obtamed durmg the unfortunate 
three years of the Moore Government. I 
wc,s astounded on hearing the remarks of 
the hon. member for Oxley, and it was 
because of them that I found it necessary 
to make this reply. The hon. member can 
rest assured that he will not be allowed to 
make such charges without their being 
refuted. 

The receiving home at \Yooloowin is some
what handicapped through lack of space. I 
was very pleased to find recently that 17 
acres of Crown land in the Chermside area 
had been set aside for the building of a 
receiving home for State children. I hope 
that this building will be proceeded with 
very shortly. The surrounding lands are 
very spar>dy populated, and l am of the 
opinion that this largo area can be mod to 
advantage. 

It is hardly necessary for me to pay 
tribute to the great services this department, 
under the leadership of the Minister, is 
rendering to the community. I believe in 
giving him the credit that is due to him. 

He is without peer as an administrator. The 
work carried out by him since his elevation 
to the Cabinet, combined with the wonderful 
extensions in our social service system, is 
praiseworthy in the extreme. J'\ o one can 
gainsay the fact that the State's social ser
vice work has kept pace with its progress, 
and its administration has been for th& 
benefit of the people and in the interests of 
the State. 

I am not in favour of having the inebriate& 
housed at Dunwich, which is for old people. 
I think arrangements might be made for· 
creating a suitable place for these people
where plenty of land is available. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. mem
ber must confine himself to the vote befor& 
the Committee. 

Mr. HA YES: The initial work Is in. 
hand on this land at Chermside, and I trust 
the Diamantina Receiving Home will be
removed there very shortly, and I hopu· 
that a home will also be established on that 
site for subnormal children. 

Mr. WELLINGTON (Charters Towers} 
[8.57 p.m.]: There are a number of State 
children in Charters Towers, and on occa
sions when I have interviewed the Director 
of State Children I have been received wtth 
courtesy and my request" havll recet~ed 
every consideration. I take this opvortunity 
of thanking him. 

Item (State Children) agreed to. 

STEAMER " OTTER." 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,_ 
Mackay) [8.58 p.m.]: I move-

" 1'hat £4,193 b<O granted for ' Steamer 
"Otter." ''' 

Item agreed to. 

LICENSING COM1!ISSION. 

The PRE~IER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiackay): I move-

" That £3,717 be granted for 'Licen
sing Comn1ission.' '' 

:\Ir. BRAND (lsis) [8.59 p.m.]: The Licen· 
sing Commission is a very important bodv. 
I have noticed that since it has been 1n, 
exi,tcnce many of the hotels in Queensland 
have been considerably improved. One of 
the purposes for which the commission wao 
created was to improve the accommodatiOn 
al hotels for the convenienr<e of the 
travelling public. That was highl:y desir
able, particularly as there 1s a considera).Jle 
tourist traffic throughout Queensland dunng 
the winter months. One of the disabilities 
in the tourist traffic has been the hotel 
services. and if the commission has so 
reorganised the hotel acc:nunodation of 
Queensland that it now conforms to the 
requirements of this trade it will have done 
good work. It is only the best type of hotel 
that should be permitted m future. Much 
can be done. 

The Licensing Co-n1n1ission haR ('t~rtain 
powers to caned !icer1ses and olfer them 
for sale bv tender. The J'\ orth Star Hotel 
at Gayndah was destroyed by fire, and the 
licensee, :\1r. \Vakc, who had still five years 
of his lease to nm, received l he paltry sum 
o£ £50 for it. He haLl acquired a ten 
year',' llase, for which he puicl £1,000; 
£100 a Year and the annual license fee of 
£35, which would indicate that this license 

Mr. Brand.] 
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was worth more than £50. The licensee 
.complains that he has received a very raw 
deal from the Licensing Commission. He was 
not the owner of the hotel, which was an 
old building. It is true there as not a 
great deal 'of tr,ade, but an ann~1al license 
foe of £35 indicates that the hcenso was 
worth at least a reasonable sum. 

}',fr. DONNELLY: It was useless unless the 
building was rt'COnstructed. 

Mr. BRAND: Exactlv. The owner of the 
hotel received £200, the man who paid 
.£1.000 for the lease of ten years and >Yho 
still had five voars of that lease to run, 
received onlv '£50. When submitted to 
tender by 'the commission this license 
bronght £2,025. 

:'.1r. Do:<:C\ELLY: You don't knm,- where 
.that licens·e went to? 

1\Ir. BRAND : Of course we know. The 
1iceme went to Cracow. Mr. Wake was 
-one of those unfortunate men >vho placed 
the '• hole of his trust in a Labour Govern
ment. He sa.id he was satisfied to leave 
it to a Labour Government to gi,-e him 
a. fair spin. 

The PRE~IIER: You know that under the 
law the Lic<>nsing C'ommiosion have the sole 
discretion of determir1ing the amount or 
,('ornpensation. 

:'llr. BRA::\'D: I know that the ~ommission 
ltad jurisdiction in the m<ttter, but the 
Government passed the law, which included 
the regulations governing purchases and 
e·ales of licen•-es, and then handed the 
111atter ov€r to the commission to put 
into operation. Unfortunately, this man 
placed trust m a Labour Government, 
believing that they would give him fair 
treatment. He did not come to Brisbane 
when the appeal took place to place his case 
person3.lly before the commission. He stated 
his position in writing, as many licensees 
do. This is not the only case. It would 
o,ppcar on the surface, at any rate, that 
the sum of £50 for a license that had five 
years to run and was worth a fee of £35 a 
year, was not an ·adequate sum. 

The PREMIER : You arc putting up a special 
_plea for the licensee. 

Mr. BRA:"<D ; It is no use making a plea. 
The matter is over and done with, but this 
man claims that the Licensing Commission 
did not give him fair treatment. 

The PREMIER: What do you think? 

Mr. BRAC\D: I do not think he got fair 
treatment. There are many other persons 
who claim that they have not got sdEcient 
compensation for their licenses. That is 
r>roved by the fact that not many hotel
kecper_s want the commission to take over 
their licenses. They have been chary about 
it since the first, second, or third surrenders 
were made. This man claimed there was a 
ramp, and he did not get a fair deal. 

The PREMIER: What? 

Mr. BRA~D: By a letter in the Press-
The PREMIER: By whom? 

Mr. BRAND: By the commission. 
The PREMIER : Is that your charge? 

Mr. BRA::\D : That there was a ramp 
placed across him. 

The PREMIER: Do you make that charge? 

[111r. Brand. 

Mr. BRAKD: I am not making any 
charge. I definitely tell the hon. gentleman 
that this man, Wake, in a letter to the 
" Courier-lYiail " on lOth December, sets out 
his claim against the commission. The com
mission stated that there was no appearance 
of Mr. Wake, although he was served with 
a notice. 

Mr. W. J. CoPLEY: What does the word 
" rarnp " n1ean to you? 

Mr. BRA::\'D : This man has written a 
letter to the commission, in which he makes 
charges against it. This is the letter-

" Re North Star Hotel, Gayndah. I am 
duly in receipt of your communication 
dated' 2Dth instant, and note that you 
state that the que,tion of the compensa
tion offered for the surrender of the 
above license cannot be re-opened. So 
far as I am concerned personally, the 
matter has never been finalised, as 1 
have not agreed to accept the meagre 
amount of compensation suggested by 
your board, i.e., £50. I have been out 
of employment now practic-ally since May 
last. anf! I do not intend to submit to 
further insults at this date, when I am 
entitled to at least half of the surrender 
value of my lease, to say nothing of my 
loss of time, etc. I have always paid my 
wa v, and would ask your board to do the 
sa:rne as men-as it was my cash invested 
in the remaining portion of the lease 
that made the proposition worth dis
posing of-thereby bringing to Y~lU a 
percentage of profits that no ordmary 
trader would be allowed to make without 
committing an offence. If the ' Courie:
Mail ' cannot make an exposure of th1s 
ramp, then ' Truth ' and other papers 
are ready and willing to do so, in the 
interest of the public in general, as I do 
not intend to become a pauper through 
the gross injustice of your committee. 

" Yours faithfully, 
"W. J. \VAKE." 

He claims that he has been unfairly dealt 
with. I do not think any hon. member of 
this Committee can claim that the amount of 
£50 for the surrender of a license is a fair 
thino- to a man who has paid £500 for it, 
particularly when one considers that that 
license when sold, brought £2,025. The 
commi~sion should deal more liberally with 
those men whose licenses attract a bigger 
price than they are paid for them .. A license 
haYing five years to run and costmg £35 a 
year must be worth more than £50. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
.~Iackay) [9.11 p.m.]: The case cited by the 
hon. member for Isis is one where the 
building was destroyed by fire and the man 
who owned those buildings did not desire to 
rebuild them. He decided to throw in his 
license to the Licensing Commission. That, 
in itself is prima facie evidence from the 
owner's 'point of view that he attached no 
great value to the license. To use a term 
of the Leader of the Opposition, that is the 
irresistible inference to be drawn from the 
facts. ThE' hon. member for Isis now com
plains that the licensee, who had a ten-years' 
license with five years to run, was not 
adequ~tely compensated. He admits that the 
licensee had the right to appear before the 
Licensing Commission and did not do so. 
The licensee was awarded a sum of money 
which his special pleader now claims was 
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inadequate. The money has been accepted 
e.nd has bCBn paid. 

Under the law the Licensing Commission 
is charged with the authority to assess com
pensation. Under the law it matters not 
where the new license is granted. £1,000 
may be paid in compensation for a license, 
and a new one may be given in another part 
of the country that might fetch only_ £100. 
In any event, the Act does not g1ve an 
equity or a claim on the value of the license 
when transferred to another place. That 
aspect of the matter was debated fully when 
the Bill went through the House. 

The basis of the Act is that there shall be 
a given number of licenses in Queensland. 
That is the maximum, but the commission 
may, for good reason shown, cancel one 
license and grant a new license elsewhere. 
The license is the property of the Crown. 
Under the new Act tha.t license has to be 
put up for public tender, and rightly so. 
When a license is cancelled because the 
owner of the buildings and premises refuses 
to build again, could it be regarded as 
equitable if a new license is granted in a 
new area with a larger population and 
therefore a larger turnover to the new 
licensee, that compensation should be based 
on the value of the license in the new area? 
That would be an absurd argument, because 
that individual would then be paid what is 
known economically as unearned increment. 

Tt would be against the principle of the 
law. I know nothing personally about the 
case, but I know the law that is &dminis
tered by the Licensing Commission and that 
the method of assessing the value is set out 
in the Act. The commission is the sole 
judge of the value of the license that it 
brings to an end. Anyone who has a claim 
against the commission naturally thinks that 
it is a just one. It is very easy to persuade 
ourselves that what is to our advantage is 
to the national advantage. What grounds 
have we for assuming that the ex-parte state
ment of the position by the hon. member 
for Isis is the correct one? Parliament 
would not ~ountenance an injustice. but the 
case that he has stated is based on an 
ex-parte statement. The hon. member pre
sume$ to suggest that a ramp has been 
worked. Does he accuse the Licensing Com
mission of having been guilty of a ramp? 

Mr. BRAND: No. 

The PREMIER : The hon. member was 
using the exact words and therefore he 
countenanced the case by the very fact that 
he read those words in this Chamber. It 
was an iurlication that he believed that a 
ramp had been worked, or else he was seek
ing to implant in the public mind the idea 
that there had been such a ramp. His 
action can justify no other inference. Are 
decisions under the Liquor Act to be left 
i'1 the hands of a special advocate on the 
floor of this Chamber? This is not the 
placo to assess the value of al,ly chattel or 
whatever it may be called, but we get the 
loose and irresponsible suggestion that some 
ramp has been worked. If the hon. member 
has any evidence let him place it before the 
tribunal appointed by Parliament to weigh 
that evidence and deal with it accordingly. 
The speoch of the hon. member, to say the 
]east of it, is a remarkable example of 
special pleading in Parliament. An hon. 
member puts forward a case based entirely 
on ex-parte statements. 

Item (Licensing Commission) agreed to. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRlHAN reported progress and asked 

leave to sit again. 
Resumption of Committee made an Order 

of the Day fol' Tuesday next. 

SUPPLE:.vi:ENTARY ESTIMATES, 1936-37. 

Mr. SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of a 
message transmitting the Supplementary · 
Estimates for the year 1936-37. 

Estimates ordered to be printed and 
referred to Committee of Supply. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 

M ackay) : I move-
" That the House, at its rising, do. 

adjourn until Tuesday next." 
Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at 9.21 p.m. 




