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WEDNESDAY, 12 AUGUST, 1936. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
LOSS OF RAILWAY SEASOX TICKET. 

Mr. MLILLER (FassifeTn) asked the 
Minister lor Transport-

" 1. On what date was the theft of 
.J. 'lhorpe's season t:ckct reported to 
the Railway Department'! 

" 2. As the evidence at the criminal 
trial oi the murderer Kopit revealed 
that he travelled freely on this stolen 
ticket, what actJOn was taken by the 
rail way authorities to locate the ticket 
after Its lo;s had been reported 1 

'' 3. How many season tickets and 
passt•s of all kinds reported as lost or 
sto]on rernain unaccounted for? " 

'rho MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT 
(Hon. J. Dash, MuudingbnTra) replied-

" 1. 25th February, 1936. 
" 2. In the next issue of the ·weekly 

Notice to the staff, the following instruc­
tion was issued:-

First-class All Lines Season Ticket 
:1\o. 30833, account Mr. J_ Thorpe, lost. 

First-class All Lines Season Ticket 
No. 30833, issued in favour of Mr. .T. 
Thorpc, and available from 14th 
January, 1936, to 13th January, 1937, 
has been lost. 

All concerned must keep a sharp 
lookout for this ticket, and report at 
once should it come under notice. 
" 3. Inquiry will be made." 

Mr. Riordan.l 
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RAILWAY LOCOO!OTI\'ES PcRCHASED OUTSIDE 
QUEENSLAND. 

Mr. BRAND (bi8) asked the Minister for 
Transport-

" 1. How manv railwav locomotives 
have been purcha-sed outside Queensland 
duri!lg the past four (4) years? 

"2. \Yhat was the cost involYed and 
were tenders called?" 

The MI:--.JISTER FOR TRANSPORT 
,(Hon. J. Dash, Jfundingburra) replied-

" 1. Xil. 
"2. See No. 1." 

\VDID}liLLS FOR STOCK ROVTES. 

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) ask<Xl the 
Sec;·ctary for Public Lands-

" 1. \Vhat firm or company had its 
tender acccpt<·d for the supply of twt'nty­
two (22) windmills for use on stock 
routes? 

" 2. \\That firm er company submitted 
the lowest tender?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUB.LIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. l'ease, Hcrbert) replied-

" 1. Intercolonial Boring Company, 
Limited. 

"2. Intercolonial Boring Company, 
Limited, was the lowest tenderer work­
ing under State awards. The Inter· 
colonial Boring Company, Limited, were 
prepared to submit an alternative tender 
based on the Federal award, which would 
have been lower than any other tender 
received." 

QUESTION DISALLOWED. 

1\llr. SPEAKER's RULING. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to report to the 
House that a question asked yesterday by 
the hon. member for Oxley does not con­
form with the requirements of the Standing 
Orders. I informed the hon. member yester­
day that it would not appear on the business 
sheet in its then existing form. 

PAPERS. 

The following paper was laid on the 
table, and ordend to be printed:-

Report of the Director, State Children 
Department, for the year 1935. 

The follo>ring papers >Yore laid on the 
table:-

Regulations, dated 23rd July, 1936, under 
'· Tlw Bureau of Industry Acts, 1932 
to 1934." 

Regulations, elated 6th February, 1936, 
under '· The Land Tax Acts, 1915 to 
1935." 

Regulations, dated 12th December, 1935, 
under'· The NaYigation Act of 1876.'' 

Regulation dated 18th June, 1936, under 
·• The \Yorkcrs' Compensation 1\cts, 
1916 to 1935.' 

Orders in Council under " The Bureau of 
Industry Acts, 1932 to 1934.'' 

Order in Council under " The Succession 
and Probate Duties Act of 1904." 

Regulations. dated 9th January. 1936, 
under " The Adoption of Children 
Act of 1935." 

Regulations, elated 12th December, 1935, 
under '·The Cremation Acts, 1913 to 
1935." 

Regulation; under " The Health Acts, 
1900 to 1934 "-

The Sanitary COJJYcJJicnces and ='light­
soil Disposal Regulations, 1936; 

The Thursday Island Diphtheria 
Re,;·ulations, 1936; 

The Uat PrcYEmtion and Destruction 
Rcgubtior1s Arncndmeut Ii,egula­
tions of 1936 ; 

Amcndmtmt of 1\' o. 32 of The Poisons 
Regulations of 1924 and new 
Regulation No. 32A; 

The H ,t l'rc1·ention and Destruction 
Regulations of 1936, dated 23rd 
July, 1936; 

Amendment of The Poisons Hegula­
tious of 1924 relating to Pastels and 
Crayons, dated 6th August, 1936. 

Regulations, dated 15th May, 1936, under 
" The Liquor Acts, 1912 to 1935.'' 

Orders in Council under " The Local 
Authority (Grazing Districts Improve­
ment) Acts, 1930 to 1934." 

Ordinances under " The City of Brisbane 
Acts, 1924 to 1934 "-

Permit for Tramway, dated 12th 
December, 1935; 

Tramways, dated 12th and 19th Decem­
ber, 1935; 

Distribution of Hand Bills, dated 19th 
March, 1936; 

Deputy Town Clerk, dated 6th April, 
1936; 

Keeping and Registration of Dogs and 
Goats, dated 18th June, 1936. 

Regulations under the following Acts:­
"The Dairy Produce Acts, 1920 to 

1935." 
"The Dairy Products Stabilisation Act 

'of 1933." 
" The Diseases in Plants Acts, 1928 to 

1935." 
"The Fertilisers Act of 1935.'' 
"The Fruit and Vegetables Act of 

1927." 
'·The Fruit Marketirw Organisation 

Acts, 1923 to 1934.'' a 

"The Primary Producers' Organisation 
aud Nhrkcting Acts, 1926 to 19.55." 

" The Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices 
Acts, 1915 to 1935." 

"The Slaughtering Act of 1898." 
" The Sugar Expcrin1cnt Stations Acts, 

1900 to 1934.' 
" Tho Tobacco Industry Protection Act 

of 1933.'' 
Orders in Council under-

,, The Banena Industry Protection Act 
of 1929." 

"The Dain Products Stabilisation Act 
of 1933:" 

"The Diseases in Plants Acts, 1929 to 
1935." 

" The Fruit Marketi!lg Organisation 
Acts. 1923 to 1934.'' 

'' rrhc Primary Producers' Organisation 
and Mar kecing Acts, 1926 to 1935." 

" The '\" ative Plants Protection Act of 
1930.'' 

"The Tobacco Industry Protection Act 
of 1933.'' 
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Proclamations under-

" The Farmers' Aosistance (Debts 
Adjustment) Act of 1935." 

"The Diseases in Plants Acts, 1929 to 
1935." 

" The Fertilisers Act of 1935." 

'' The Sta.llions Registration Acts, 1923 
to 1932." 

Fifty-fi1·'t • .\nnual Report of the Union 
Trustee Cornpany of Australia, 
Limited, 

Orders in Council under-

" The Supreme Court Act of 1921." 
"The :\hgistrates Courts .\et of 1921." 

" The Elections Acts, 1915 to 1932." 

" The Coroners Act of 1930." 
. , The Financial Emerg<·ncy Aet of 

1931 " and " The Contracts of Sale 
of Land Act of 1933." 

" The ::Vlortgagors Relief Acts, 1931 to 
1932." 

" The Lessees Relief Acts, 1931 to 
1932." 

" The Purchasers of Homes Relief Acts, 
1930 to 1932." 

" The Financial Emergency Act of 
1931." "The Financial Emergency 
Relief Extension Act of 1932," and 
"The Law of Distress and Other 
Acts Amendment Act of 1934." 

Proclamations under-
" Tho Interstate Destitute Persons 

Relief Acts, 1914 to 1932." 
" The J ustiees Act of 1886." 

.Statements Gf various msurance com­
panies under " 'The Life Assurance 
Companies Act of 1901." 

By-laws Nos. 323 to 329 undPr section 134 
of "The Railways Acts, 1914 to 1934." 

Regulations, dated 27th November, 12th 
December, 1935, and 30Ht April, 1936, 
under " The State Transport Act of 
1932." 

'I' he 
Smith, 

SITTING DAYS. 

HOL:RS OF SITTIKG. 

PREMIER (Hon. W. 
Mackay): I move-

Forgan 

" 1. That, during the present session, 
unless otherwise ordered, the House will 
meet. for the despatch of business at 10 
o'clock c:t.rn. on Tuc~day, V\7 cdnesday, 
o.nd Thursday in each week, and that 
on Tuesdays and \V edncsclays, and after 
2 o'clock p.m. on Thursdays, Government 
busineso shall take precedence of all other 
business. 

" 2. The Reuse shall not sit later than 
5.30 o'clock p.m. on each sitting day, 
and the proceedings on any business 
under com;ideration shall be interrupted 
as hereinafter provided-

(a) If the interruption be in the 
House, the debate shall stand adj·ourned 
at 5.30 o'clock p.m., and the Spea,ker 
shall ca,ll upon the member in charge 
of the business to name the date for 
the resumption of Lhe debate; 

(b) If the interruption be in Com­
mittee, the Chairman at 5.25 o'clock 

p.m. shall leave _the chair, report pro­
gross, and ask leave to sit again on a. 
da,y fixed by the member i1, charge of 
the business under consideration, no 
debate or amendment being allowed: 

Provided that if, at the moment of any 
interruption, a divisl·on be in progress, 
or if proceedings under Standing Order 
)\:' o. 142 be then in progTc,;s~ }VIr. :Speaker 
or the Cha.irman shall not leave the 
chair until the quc,tion rcmsequcnt 
tlwreon has been decided and the result 
announced. 

"3. At 5.30 o'clock p.m. the Speaker 
shall adjourn the House without qu~s· 
tion put. 

"4. Nothing in this Sc•.sional Order 
shall operate to prevent the House 
adjourning at an earlier hour. 

" 5. If the hour for automatic adjourn . 
ment has arrived, and it is desired to 
adjourn over the next sitting day, the 
necessnry que•·.tion may be put beforo 
Mr. Speaker declares the House 
adjourned. 

"6. That during the remainder of this 
sessi,on, Standing Order No. 17-' Debate 
on Address in Reply '-shall be con­
strued as if 5.30 o'clock p.m. were sub.: 
stituted for 10.30 o'clock p.m. wherever 
it occurs in the Standing Order, and 
11.30 o'clock a.m. for 4.30 o'clock p.m. 

"7. ''I'hat during the •remainder of 
this session, notwithstanding the pro· 
visions of any ,other Standmg or Ses­
sional Order, St,wding Order No. 307-
, Days Allotted for Supply '-shall be 
construed as if twenty-five minutes after 
5 o'clock p.1;r1. were substituted for 10.30 
o'do-ck p.m·., in paragraph 5, and '5 
o'clock p.m.' were substituted for ' 10 
o'clock p.m.' in paragraphs 6 and 7. 

" If on the last day but one <Of the 
days allotted for Supply the whole of 
the Votes remaining to be dealt with, 
including Votes on Account for• the 
ensuing year, have not been disposed of 
before twentv-five minutes after 5 o'clock 
p.m., the Cha,irman shall not leave the 
chair until decisions have been arrived 
at upon each of the remaining Votes, 
a.nd the sitting of the Committee and 
of the House shall be continued until the 
V>hole of the Votes have been deci-ded 
nnd reportetl to tile House, and an order 
made for reception of the Resolutions. 
from Committee of Supply. 

" On the day appointed for the recep­
tion of any Re,)lntion or Resolutions 
reported from Committees of Supply and 
\Vays ,a,nd Means, whether on an 
allotted day or otherwise, it shall be 
within the discretion of the Loader of 
the House to proceed forthwith with the 
Appropriation Bill founded on such 
Resolutions, notwithstanding tha,t the 
hour of 5.30 o'clock p.m. hn,s arrived, 
but upon the passage of the Bill no 
fLlrther business shall be proceeded w1th 
at that sitting. The period for the dis· 
cussion of the Bill at all stages sha,ll be· 
limited to 8 o'clock p.m., at which 
hour every question ncce >sary for 
the disposal of the remaining stages of 
the Bill sha,ll bo put by Mr. Speaker o.r 
the Chairman of Committees, as the 
case may be, without amendment or 
debate. 
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"8. On the days allotted for Supply, 
Government business other than Supply, 
may be proceeded with until 11.30 o'clock 
a.m., at which hour the proceedings on 
such business shall be interrupted, aud 
the business of Supply proceeded with. 

" Business interrupted under this para­
graph shall stand as an Order of the 
Day for the next sitting day. 

" 9. That during the remainder of 
this session, if occasion [Irises to put 
into operation Standing Order No. 249, 
the Standing Order shall be construeil 
as if '11 o'cLock a.m.' were suqstituted 
for '4 o'clock p.m.' •a.nd '5 o'clock p.m.' 
were substituted for ' 10 a' clock p.m.' m 
paragraph 2. If the business then under 
discussion ic not completed by 5.30 
o'clock p.m. the Committee may con­
tinue to sit until all the chwses of the 
Bill or other matter have been disposed 
of, notwithstanding the provisions of 
any other Standing or Sessional Order. 
Thereupon the Chairman shall make his 
report to the House, and all action 
necessary to complete the business of 
the Committee may be ta.ken notwith­
standing that the hour for adjournment 
of the House has arrived." 

Question put and passed. 

LIBRARY, REFRESHMENT ROOMS, 
AND PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS 
COMMITTEES. 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS. 

The PREMIER (Hon. vY. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) : I move-

" That the Library, Refreshment­
rooms, and Parliamentary Buildings 
Committees for the present session be 
constituted as follows :-

Library.-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lar­
combe, Mr. Bedford, Mr. Waters, Mr. 
Russell, Mr. Clayton, and Mr. Maher. 

Refreshment Rooms.-Mr. Speaker, 
Mr. King, Mr. Dunstan, Mr. Power, 
Mr. Maxwe!l, Mr. Nimmo, and Mr. 
Edwards. 

Parliamentary Buildings.-Mr. 
Speaker, l\'lr. Deacon, Mr. Bell, Mr. 
1\faxwell, 1\lr. Hayes, lvir. Conroy, and 
the 1nover." 

Question put and 11assed. 

STANDI~G ORDERS COMMITTEE. 

APPOIKToiEXT OF MnmERS. 
The PREl\IIEfe (Hon. vV. Forgcm Smith, 

Mackay): I move-
" That the Standing Orders Committee 

for the present session comist of the 
following members :-l\1r. Speaker, i\-1r. 
Hanson, 1\.Tr. lvlaxwell, Mr. Larcombe, 
Mr. l'llalwr, Mr. Brand, and the mover, 
and that the said Committee ha,·e leave 
to sit during any adjournment of the 
House.'' 

Question put and passed. 

PRINTIKG COMMITTEE. 

APPOINTMEKT OF JY!El\IBERS. 

The PHEMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay): I move-

" That a Select Committee be 
appointed to aS!list Mr. Speaker in all 

matters which relate to the printing to 
be executed by Order of the House, and 
for the purpose of selecting and arrang­
ing for printing Returns and Papers pre­
sented in pursuance of motions rnade tJv 
members. That such Committee consist 
of the following members :-:vJ:r. Speaker, 
Mr. Hanson, .Mr. Taylor, Mr. T. L. 
Williarns, 1\Ir. Nicklin, Mr. Plunkett, and 
Mr. Walker." 

Question put and passed. 

SUSPEKSION OF STAKDING ORDERS. 

TEMPORARY CoKSTITJ:TION oF CmiMITl'EES oF 
SUPPLY AND WAYS AND MEANS. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, NO. 1. 
The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 

Mackay): I move-

" That eo much of the Standing Orders 
be suspended as would otnerw1se pre­
vent t11e constitution of Committees of 
Supply and Ways and Means, the 
recmving of Resolutions on the same 
day as they shall have passed in those 
Committees, and the passing of an 
Appropr:ation Bill through all its stages 
in one day." 

Question put and passed. 

INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT BILL. 

APPLICATION oF S'TANDING ORDER No. 276. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
&fackav) : I move--

" That, u,nder the provisions of Stand­
ing Order No. 276, the proceedings on 
the Bill intituled ' A Bill to Consoli­
date and Amend the Law relating to 
the Imposition, Assessment, and Collec­
tion of a Tax upon Incomes ' wl'iich 
were interrupted by Prorog~tion of 
Parliament on 12th December, 1935, be 
resumed at the point they had reached 
in the previous Sesscon, viz., the Second 
Reading; and that the Bill be entered 
upon the Business Paper as foliows: 
'Income Tax Assessment Bill '-Second 
Reading." 

Question put and passed. 

EXPENSES OF PREMIER'S TRIP 
ABROAD. 

ORDER FOR RETURN. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): I move-

" That there bo laid upon the Tablo 
of the House a statement of the expenses 
of the recent trip abroad of the Premier 
showing also date of .departure and 
return.)' 

Question put and passed. 

MI:NISTERIAL TRA VELLI~G 
EXPENSES, 1935-1936. 

ORDER FOR RETL'R:i. 

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumbn): I move-

" That there be laid upon the Table of 
the House a return in the usual form 
of the expenses of Ministm·s for 1935-
1936." 

Question put and passed. 
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VO'l'ING A'l' BY-ELECTIONS. 

ORDER FOR HETUR::-i. 
.Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango): I moYo-

" Thnt there be laid upon the Table of 
the Hou"e a dcbiled statement of the 
re ults of the polling at by-elections in 
1935-1936." 

Question put aud passed. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESUMPT!O::-i OF DEBATE-FIRST ALLOTTED DAY. 

Que· tion stated-
" That the [,"llowing AJJ, g>S be pre­

sented to the Governor in rqoly to the 
Speech delivered by His Excellency in 
openinO' this, the second session of the 
twent/seventh Parliament of Queens­
land:-

' May it please Your Excellency,-
' We, His Majesty's loyal and duti­

ful subjects, the members of the Legis­
lative Assembly of Queensland, in 
Parliament assembled, desire to assure 
Your Excellency of our continued 
loyalty a,.d affection towards the 
Throne and Person of Our Most 
Gramous Sovereign, and to tender our 
thanks to Your Excellency for the 
Speech with which you have been 
pleased to open the present session. 

' The various measures to which 
Your Excellency has referred, and all 
other matters that may be brought 
before us, will receive our most careful 
consideration, .and it shall be our 
earnest endeavour so to deal with 
them that our labours may tend to the 
advancement and prosperity of the 
State.'" 

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) [10.47 a.m.], 
who, on rising, was received with Opposi­
tion cheers, said : I congratulate the mover 
and seconder of the motion for the adoption 
of the Acldress in Reply on the temperate 
tone of their speeches. 

I am pleased to not · the entry of two 
young men into this House. In a large· 
State like Qtwcnsland it is importa.nt that the 
younger generation be caterc'd for. (),ving· 
to tho vastness of the State ia1·ge problems 
confront us and i.he presence of young men 
in this House, which enables them to make 
a propd survey of the State, \cill aiford 
them an opportunity to put the case as they 
sec it for the ycunger generation of w hi eh 
they arc members. I hope that the two 
voung men who have entered this Assembly 
for the fi1·st time will endea\'Onr in its 
environment to study without prejudice the 
merits of the cases submitted to Parliament. 
No party hos a monopol.v of the true view, 
none can a1wavs be in the ri~ht; and the 
two y0u~g lTlCl-;)bers should giv8 careful rDn~ 
sidcration to the content;on of those to whom 
they are opnosecl. By crystal;sing the 
opinions expressed on both sides of the 
House they w;ll be able to form a proper 
and true judgm~nt-whieh v·ould be in the 
best interests of tho people of the State. 

One of the most pleasing features of the 
news nf last week was the Press report to 
the effect that there is a strong likelihood 
of His Excelloncv the Governor being 
appointed for a further term of five years. 
This, if it proves to be the case, will be 

a source of great gratification to the people 
of Queensland. There is not the slightest 
doubt that during his term here His Excel­
lency the Governor has identified himself 
oo fully with the people of this State that 
we h>wc come to look upon him as one of 
us. £-lo is po:)u1ar an1ongst all cla,"d(\S and 
his reappointment will be welcomed by 
C\'Cl'vonc in the State. 

~ Q~1tc recently I had occasion to touch upon 
ono of the n1ost in1portant problerns af-fecting 
Queensland to-day-the stagnatiOn in our 
secondary industries. I am certain that 
evel'VOne of U3 is concerned at the trmnendous 
drift that has occurred in them during the 
past twenty years-a period which coincides 
with the term of Labour Admin1stratwns m 
Queensland. In seeking to ensure the 
advancement of our State, we have to look 
at two things. In the firot place we need 
to increase the true >vcalth production of 
our StatP, and manufacturing enterprises can 
help Yery materially in this respect. 
Secondly, the development of secondary 
industries offers the most important and per­
manent avenue for employment that the 
State could have. The system that is adopted 
to-day of creating prosperity by means of 
increasing doses of loan funds is only an 
artificial stimulant. when all is said and 
done. It must have an ending. We are 
biting more deeply into the credit resources 
of the State all the time. When the Labour 
Government came into power in 1915 they 
took control of a State whose credit resources 
had been carefully husbanded by Liberal 
Administrations for fifty-six years, and 
recognising the big margin of credit that 
remained, lost no time in putting into 
effect their policy of borrowing. The 
result has been that for twenty yc'us 
our public debt has been continually 
increasing, our loan serYice burden is very 
great, and our taxation is rising. We are 
the highest taxed State in Australia-despite 
all the denials that have been made from 
time to time and despite the inspired pro­
paganda to the contrary that has been circu­
lated in the Pre>'S, The iaxat'on per he ,d 
this year is in the vicinity of £7. You 
can Sff\ r&r. Speaker, a pl'C'C'isely sirnilar 
phcnorrlPnun OC{..'LHrillg in :'Jc .... \. 2:;ealand, 
"·hero a Lal1ou.r Party is now in po\vcr. ::\o 
co.1ntry in the >Yodel has had its resources 
n1ure carefully rnanaged and its crcd it so 
\Yiselv consPrn cl as has ~evv ZPaland. I-1oiY· 
eYcr, ~the Lc.bour Gon~n11ncnt no\v in power 
there are adopting the same methods as 
,yore applied hen~ twenty vrars a :o. and 
there is no doubt that that Go.-ernment will 
win popularity for the !Joxt ten years or so 
by using ntJ t11oso credit rc·<;:onn'r:s. 

The difTiculty is that we are now getting 
near the end of our tPthcr in Queensland, 
and tho high taxation con-ccrient upon 
our u,;:.i11g up the State's credit resources has 
rcsultrd jn a lack of inclination on the part 
of inYcstors and bnsiness intere-;::.ts generally 
to inYest rnonev in our Thi·, is 
reflected in the~ flgurc~s, '' I quot-ed at 
the Heal E:etato Institute lnnchc>n the other 
day, sho,ving the rates of in"ornc taxabon 
on con1paniOs generally in the three main 
Sbtes :--

N'ew South \Yales-From 1s. 9d. to 2s. 6d. 
per £1. 

Victoria-ls. 10~d. per £1. 
Queensland-2e. ld. to 6s. 3d. per £1 

(including super tax). 

JY[ r. lJ1 aher.l 
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In the case of a company with a capital 
of £50,000, making a profit of £10,000 and 

having land of unimprove-d value of £5,000, 
the taxe; payable are:-

-·-------··-------··---·------ ~-------------

i 
________ I 

State Income Tax 
State I,and Tax 

Totals prior to 1936 Budgets 

i 
"i 

.. ) 

The local authority rates are much greater 
here than in Sydney or Melbourne, but I 
have not been able to obtain comparative 
figures. It is difficult to get them. 

The totals of State taxation on a company 
such as I have instanced, are, however, 
striking enough. They warrant repeating--

New South \Vales 
Victoria .. 
Queensland 

£ 
1.250 

948 
3,229 

It must be obvious to the meanest intel­
ligence that where such a big disparity 
exists in taxation investors are not likely to 
come to our State. They have not come 
here, as is very evident from the figures 
that I used in replying to the Premier the 
other day. I quoted figures from the Com­
monwealth Year Book showing that in 1915, 
when Queensland had a population of 
677,000, there were 42,079 factory employees 
and that in 1935, when the population had 
increased to 970,000, the number had ill­
creased to only 44,778. It will thus be seen 
that during a period of twenty y~ars, when 
the population of Queensland had increased 
by approximately 50 per cent., the increase 
in factory employ0es was only a littk over 
2,000. Do not those figures constitute a 
damning indictment of Government policy 
in Queensland with its high taxat10n? It 
has had a tremendous detrimental effect 
in restricting development in this State. 
On the other hand, the reverse obtams 111 

Victoria, a State that has enjoyed stable 
government practically throughout its his­
tory. Only one Labour Government have 
b<~en in power in that State, and that was 
during the period of the depression. In 
1915 Victoria had 113,834 factory employees, 
but in 1935 the number had increased to 
169,691, or an increase of 55,857 in twenty 
years, which clearly shows that a policy 
of sound government ,and low taxation has 
attracted capital to that Stat<>. Although 
it is the smallest State on the mainland and 
is a poor State in comparison with Que<'ns· 
land, it has maintained a very large popu· 
lation and is extending its commercial 
enterprise to a g-rcllter extent than any other 
State in Australia. 
'At different times the Premier has endea­

voured to mask the true position in this 
Ste.to by setting out, both in the House and 
outside, that Qnocnsland, after all, is an 
agricultural State and that we Rhould con· 
centrate our attention on that factor, that 
it is not our job to endeavour to dt'vclop 
secondary industries here, that Victoria and 
l'\ew South 'Wales should he allowed to have 
all those plums. That is the gist of what he 
has said en more than one occasion, Qut it 1s 
a wrong a.ttitude to a,dopt. vVe have got to 
clear the decks in this State as soon as pos­
sible by altering the position, particularly in 
the direction of gra:dually reducing taxation. 
I recognise that the desirable end of reduc-

[Mr. Mahe1._ 

New South 
Walr9. 

Yictoria. Queensland. 

£ s. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. 
1,250 0 0 937 10 0 3,125 0 0 

Nil 10 19 0 104 3 4 
'--------

1,250 0 0 948 9 0 3,229 3 4 

tion of taxation must bo achieved gradually. 
VIe must la.y down ,a right f. undation if we 
are to overcome our difficulties and attract 
capital to the State. I ha vo before me an 
extract from the Press "·hich sets out that 
Mr. Butler, Premier of South Australia, 
said most emphatically the other day that 
if an aeroplane factory was to be built m 
Australia South Australia "as going to have 
it. He is determined to stand up for the 
rights of his State, and he must have a much 
better and more attractive proposal to offer 
to investors than Queensland can hope to 
hold out to them. 

The PHEMIER: South Australia has the 
lowest wage system and the worst industrial 
conditions in Australia. 

Mr. MAHER: I listened very mterestedly 
to the statement by the hon. member for 
Bowen ycst0rday when he said he took pride 
in the fact that Queensland had the highest 
wage system and the best industrial condi­
tions of any State in Australia, but what is 
the u.se of having a high wage eystem if 
jobs are not available? It is not so much 
the amount of money that a man has in his 
poeket that really counts as its effectiv& 
purchasing power. 'To-day members of Par­
liament are getting £10 a week, but if the 
cost of living was reduced, say, by 50 per 
cent., then hon. members would be just as 
well off with £5 a week. \0Ve should 
nmwmber that a high wage system and a 
shorter working week tend to dri.-e capital 
out of this State to more profitable fields of 
inYestment. That is the difference. Do 
hon. m('mbers mean to sa,- that the indus· 
trial worker in Victoria is worse off than 
the industri,tl worker in Queensland? 

GOVERKMENT lV1E1JBERS: Yes. 
Mr. MAHER: That is sheer nonsense, 

'l'he £1 p;oc' further in Victoria than in 
Queensland, that is to say, the worker there­
can buy more for his £1. It is reflected 
in the results-nothing speaks so con­
yincingly as actual results. Despite all that 
has been ,aid io tlHl effect. that the workers 
of Queensland receive the highest wages 
and 'York the shorte·,t hours of all the 
workers of the Commonwealth the fact 
remains that they have not the same 
number of jobs. I remember that during 
the lF-election for the Federal Maranoa 
seat the late ::Hr. \V. Dunstan, then a 
prominent official of the Queensland brauch 
of tho Australian \Vorkers' Union, vvho con­
tested the scat as the endon;ecl Laboul' 
ca.ndidatc, tack credit for the fact that just 
prior to the vacancy he, on behalf of the 
.\ustralian \Vorkcrs' Union, had conductncl 
the case of the pastoral workers before the 
Federal Co,ut of Conciliation and Arbitra­
tion and had been successful in obtaining 
for them an increase in wages and improved 
industrial conditions. As Mr. Dunstan had 
piloted that claim through the court one­
would naturally have expected that the pas­
toral workers in that electorate would have 
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l'Bturncd him as their representative in the 
Federal Parliament. Mr. Dunstan looked 
upun the seat as~to use the yernacular~a 
"cinch." When he spoke at Char!evillc, 
Cunnamulla. Roma, and elsewhere through­
out the electorate he took credit to him>elf 
for haYillg helped in obtaining these 
impro\Ted wages and conditions in the 
pastoml industry, but the men who subse­
quently lost their jobs because of the 
increased expenditure inYolved to the 
stations as a result said, ''Yes, Mr, Dunstan, 
that is all very good, but where are our 
jobs?" 2\ilr. Dunstan lost tho 2\Iaranoa seat, 
comprisil!g a great pastoral area that one 
wou!d naturally suppose would return a 
Labour man to Parliament on that very issue. 

It is not the amount of wages a worker gets 
but what he can buy with them that counts. 
It is an inescapable fact that even during the 
period of the :Yloore Government £1 pur­
chase-d more goods than it does to-day under 
a Labour Government. (Government dissent,) 
The difference is 5s. 8d. on the basic wage of 
to-day. The July figures of the Director of 
the Bureau of Industry, Mr. J. B, Brigden, 
will indicate to hon. members that there has 
been an increase of 7, 7 per cent, in the cost 
of living. That works out in the index figures 
at 5s. 8d. on the basic wage, 

The PREMIER : I shall have to consider 
where you get your figures from. 

Mr. MAHER: The basic wage worker is 
5s. 8d. a week worse off to-day than he was 
in the 1931-32 period, which shows clearly 
that he can buy less to-day with his money 
than in that period. 

Reverting to the question of secondary 
enterprises, let me say that Mr. Butler is 
making no mistake about his claim to have 
an aeroplane factory established in South 
Australia. I have also an extract from the 
Melbourne Press dated 25th June, 1936, 
stating:-

" MoTOR CAR BoDIES. 
" £200,000 FACTORY FOR )!ELBOURXE. 

"11elbournc, 25th June. 
"Plans for the erection of a £200,000 

motot· body building factory in Melbourne 
by General l\llotors and Holden's have 
been complekd. The l'rcmier, Cllr. A. 
A, Dunstan, announced to-day that 
Cabi1:ct had decided to sell fifty acres 
of lnnd at Fishermen's Bend, Port 11el­
bourne, to the firm for £40,000, The 
factory will cover twenty-one acres and 
work will be put in hand as soon as 
possible. About 2 000 persons will be 
employed in the factory." 

Victoria is the State to which capital 
is gravitating~gravitating for the very 
reason I have indicatcd~that there are sound 
goye~ nrncut and bett.cr industrial conditions 
for the workers and investors in the southern 
Sbtes. There must be an understnnding of 
th;s problem if Queensland is to get out of 
her difficultiPs. 'The primary industries are 
do 'ncr their best. As a matter of fact, during 
the last twenty years there has been an eYer­
-increas;.ng expansion of rn·in1ary pro.Juction. 
Vl'e have greater production in most of them. 
The1·e are one or two exceptions, and one of 
these exceptions is the wool industry, It is a 
regrettable fact t·hat fewer sheep are being 
shorn in Queensland to-day than twenty years 
ago. :\"ew Zealand has 30.000.000 sheep 
whereas, according to the latest statistics, we 
have only 22,000,000 in Queensland. Generally 

speaking, however, there has been an 
increase in deYelopment of primary produc­
tion in recent years in Que~nsland, and the 
Yolume of wealth production has increased. 
One would expect that in a growing city like 
Brisbane big secondary industries also would 
arise to cater for the needs of Queensland, 
but such is not the case. One startling fact 
associated with this phase of the question 
is that in 1933-34 in Queensland there were 
219 emplovees fc"-er per 10,000 of population 
than in 1914. This is one of the truest tests 
we can apply. My figures arc taken fr~m 
the " A.B.C. of Queensland and Australian 
Statistics." 

This argument has been largely met by 
the l'rem1cr on the basis that there has been 
an improvement in that respect during the 
last four years-implying that the imptove­
lllent has taken place since his Government 
have taken office. Undoubtedly there has 
been a general recovery throughout the 
Commonwealth, It is only natural, after 
the sudden drop from a given point in 1930 
in consequence of world-wide depression, 
that as confidence and recovery return we 
must gradually again approach the point 
from which we dropped in 1930. That 
recovery has been due to rising prices and 
greater confidence throughout Australia, 
which in turn are due to circumstances that 
have been debated in this Chamber on many 
occasions in the past. Although an improve­
nwnt has taken plnce in Queensland since 
the advent of the hon, gentleman's Govern· 
ment, Queensland during that period has 
made the least improvement of all the Aus­
tralian States with the exception of Tas­
mania. The following table reveals the 
comparative position of the various States 
and Tasmania in regard to employment 
since 1931-32, as disclosed by the latest avail­
able figures:-

State. 

New South \\"ales 
Victoria , , . , 
South Australia .. 
Western Australia 
Queensland 
Tas1nania 

Increase in 
Number of 
Employees, 

27 693 
28:069 

5 652 
z>n 
4,28± 

782 

Percentage 
Increase. 

21·9 
21·9 
23·7 
20·7 
11·9 

8·0 

Those figures arc taken from the "Quarterly 
Sunnnary of Au:<itralian Statistics," and 
indicate that Queensland shows the lowest 
1wrccnta '!,O of any of the States oxcHpt 
Tasmania. I am prepared to recognise the 
nu.-rit of the Premier's argument that there 
ltas lwcn an i1nprovmnent since h·:s Govf\rn­
lncnt ca1no in; but when one takes into 
nccount the fact that the GoYernmont have 
had the extraordinary wm of £22,000,000 
for the relief of unemployment during the 
pa c four yoars~made up of £16,000,000 
from loan hmd sources and £6,0JO,OOO from 
the Unemployment Relief Fund-it is not 
f>Urprising. Rather is it oacy to under­
,tand, aml seeing that the greater proportion 
of that amount has boon spent in and about 
tho city, it must rnako for irnprovcd condi­
tions and stimulate industry to an extent. 
There has, it is true, been an improvement 
in Queensland, but compared with the other 
States on the mainland Queensland shows 

the lowe.-t percentage of improvement. There 
is something radically wrong when such a 
condition exists. One' cannot get away from 
the logic of cold hard figures. All the arts 

llfr . .Maker.] 
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of a public speaker cannot. evade. the fact 
that after four ;-ears-m sptte of the enor· 
mous amount of money available-Queens­
land shows the second lowest percentage 
improvement in Australia. 

I shall not refer to that point any further; 
there are other matters which I wish to 
touch upon. One arises from the answer 
the Secretary for Public Lands gave to. the 
question I submitted about orders for wmd­
mills. I understand from it that the 
tendercr with the lowest figure for the supply 
of twenty-two windmills for use on stock 
routes was not accepted. 

The SECRETARY JWR PcBLIO LAXDS : That lS 

not true. 
Mr. MAHER : Did you not say that? 
The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: No. 

Mr. MAHER: Did you say the lmvcsJ, 
tender was submitted by the Intercolonird 
Boring Company? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIO LANDS: Yes, so 
it was-that particular tender Yas sub­
mitted working under the Federal award. 

Mr. MAHER: That is evasion. This 
Government deliberately rejected the lowest 
tender of a Queensland foundry becauRe it 
happened to be operating under a Federal 
award! 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS: That i• 
not true. 

Mr. DuGGAX: The Toowoomba foundry 
offered to pay the State award. 

Mr. MAHER : It is forced to by the 
policy of the GoYernment. Why all this 
discrimination between two firms operating 
in this State? The Intercolonial Boring 
Company is not selling to the Government 
windmills manufactured in this State. It is 
importing them from the other States. The 
hon. member for Toowoomba represents the 
town in which the Toowoomba Foundry Com­
pany operates. It is my belief-although I 
11m open to correction-that the Toowoomba 
foundry submitted the lowest tender, but lost 
the contract because it was not operating 
under the award of the State Industrial 
Court. 

The SECHETARY FOR PcBLIC LAKDS : The 
Intercolonial Boring Company was prepared 
to submit the lowest price under the Federal 
award. 

Mr. MAHER: There is a catch in it. 
There is something yery wrong about the 
whole business. I want to pin the Minister 
down. Did the Toowoomba Foundry Com­
pany submit the lowest tender? 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC LANDS: The 
Intercolonial Boring Company, Limited, 
did. 

Mr. MAHER: IrrespectiYe of awards? 
The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LA:;<DS: No. 

Mr. 1L\HER: IrrespcctiYe ,of awards? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! If the hen. 
member would address his remarks to the 
Chair instead of engaging in an argument 
he would probably rccciyo a much better 
hearing. 

Mr. MAHER: I am sorry that in my pur· 
suit of truth I have oversteppe·d the bounds. 

The Premier has been reported as having 
stated at Maryborough on the 22nd Febru-

(.Mr. Maher. 

ary, 1836, when speaking against the pro­
posal for a 30-hour wed<-

" Queensland was not a highly mech­
anised State. It \Yas chiefly a primary 
production State. It was no use carry­
ing a resolution w!Jich would ha vc the 
effect of n1ilitating against the indus­
tries of the State." 

There the Premier has a certain amount of 
sympathy \Yith the Yiew of the Opposi­
tion, but as in the instance I haYc given 
we find that in Queensland firms are operat­
ing under Federal awards-which is per­
fectly right and prop0r-and that as a 
matter of fact since certain of these engi­
neering firms became subject to Federa,l 
m1 ards have increased their em~loyment 
where preYiously thoro was stagnatwn. But 
we find prderence is accorded to firms 
who are working· under the terms of a. State 
award. Why is this discrimination made 'r 
\Vhv not allow the lowest tenderer to suc­
ccecl? From wha.t the Secretary for Pubhc 
Lands has said it appears that one firm 
operating in Queensland and manufacturing 
its windmills in the State actually •ub­
mitted the lowest tender, irrespective of 
awards, but failed to secure the business. 
rrhe order was given to a. finn importing 
its windmills from another State-a hrrn 
that put in au alternative tender and was 
not the lowest tc'nderer. That is the way it 
appears to me, but I am open to correction 
by the Secretary for Public Lands. If that 
is the case, it is a scandal. It goes to show 
the discouragement meted ont to the 
secondary industrie-s in this State; it 
indicates that discrimination is used. Here 
is a firm of manufacturers giving employ­
ment to the taxpayers of the State, but the 
business is giYen to an importing firm that 
is merely a retailer in this State, and is 
not adding at all to the true w-ealth produc­
tion of Queensland. I have no wish to dis­
parage the Intercolonial Boring Company, 
Limited. It is, however, purely a retailer, 
importiug its supplies and selling them at a 
protit. On the other hand the Toowoomba 
Foundry Company is an enterprise that 
employs Queensland artisans, uses Queens­
land raw materials, and manufactures them 
for sale. It is adding to our true wealth pro­
duction and paying taxahon to the State on 
the basis of its profits. It appears to me 
that there has not been a fair allotment of 
business, wherea.s that Queensland manu­
facturers should get preference. The second­
ary industries in the State are being dis­
couraged in the way I have indicated and 
as defined more or less bv the Secretary for 
Public Lands. • 

I propose to deal now with the difficulty 
that has arisen at the sewerage works at 
Breakfast Creek. in Brisbane. I find an 
extraordinary fc.cling amongst the workers 
to-day. '\Vorkmg men have stated to me 
that the present Labour Goyernment have a. 
" Tory " trend and in fact there were many 
pomts in favour of the Moore Administra­
tion. 'l'hcy point to the treatment bemg 
u:etcd ont to the workers by a " working 
nHm " G1overnment.. Let us analyse the· 
ccmbination which exists. We haYe the 
Australian \Yorkcrs' Union, one of the most 
ro"·erful unions in Australia-which accord­
ing to its balance-sheet h'as ea pital assets 
amounting to approximately £168,{)00-and 
we have the political Labour Party. of wh;ch 
it is one of the chief financial backers. We 
have these two powerful bodies working 
together to deprive these unfortunate men 
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at Breakfast Creek of the right to work. 
No other interpretation can be placed upon 
the attitude ado·pte·d. The Secretary for 
Labour and Industry, a member of a 
" vvorkors' " Government has refused to 
meet a dBputa tion from the ranks of the 
unemployed workers at Breakfast Creek. A 
Labour-controlled Brisbane City Counctl has 
sacked them from the job. 

·what is the crime of these unfortunate 
men at Breakfast Creek? They merely ask 
for the right to work. They recognise the 
principle of unionism and they have asked 
for the right to work for a period of three 
months by payinil" the quarterly portion of an 
annnal umon ticket. Some of these men 
have been out of work for three or four 
years. They have been called up to work on 
a job for three months, but they are faced 
with the power of a Government, the powet· 
of a civic administration, and the power 
of the greate·-t indu,trial union in QLteensland 
-all three banded together and working 
against them to deprive them of the right 
to earn their daily bread. It is the greatest 
scandal in this country to-day that these men 
are denied the right to work and that these 
powerfu 1 interests should combine to deprive 
them of their daily br<•ad. This amount of 
25s. they are . compcll0d to pay is a first 
charge on theJr wages. and not onlv that, 
~ut the union is so well placed to-day that 
1t does not even need to send it~ organisers 
~own to collect the money. The City Hall 
ts used as a collecting authority to g0t the 
union fees from these workers. They must 
sign an undertaking authorising the city 
council to deduct that money from theit· 
wages and to pay it to the union. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDcSTRY : 
That statement is not true. 

Mr. MAHER : That rule has been in 
operation for some time. I know that in 
my own electorate, IV est M oreton the shire 
clerk is called upon to deduct the money 
from the wages of tho intermittent relief 
workers. 

The .PREMIER: If an order is given, it must 
be honoured. 

Mr. MAHER: The fact is that a man 
must give the order, and these men did give 
the order. They were forced to do so. 
They have stood up for a principle and they 
are still standing for it. 

This great Australian ·workers' Union, 
which. according to its balance-sheet in 
1934-35. received about £68,000 in revenue, 
and disperses no benefits whatever to its 
members and has not one scheme of benefit 
or assistance at all for those people who 
subscribe that largo sum annuallv, ha" 
£42.000 inve-ted i;; Commonwealth. loans. 
It had £80,000 invested in the now defunct 
"Daily Standard." I suppose if the assets 
of the "Da'ly Standard " were rPaliscd they 
might not bring more than £7,000 or £8.000. 
The union is going to suffer a great loss. 
Those huge sums have been used for nolitical 
propaganda, for financing political news­
papers-the "\Vorkcr" and the "Daily 
Standard "-and for building up a nest-egg 
in Commonwealth loans. This big union, 
in as-ociation with the Government, is work­
ing the relief scheme in order t0 increa'e its 
revenue. As I stated in the Press we find 
8,000 men qualifying for rotational relief 
work where there is only need for 2,000 if 
they worked for the whole twelve months. 
By giving three months' work to 2,000 men 

each quarter the union derives a revenue of 
£10,000, whereas if only 2,000 ·men did the 
work the union would benefit to the extent 
of only £2,500. No doubt that is one of the 
main rea&ons why the Australian Workers' 
Union has refused to back down. It will 
not " let up " on these workers because the 
scheme provides an opportunity for the union 
to aggrandise itself at the expense of these 
unfortunate men. Such a position is intoler­
able, and to find i.hat the Government stand 
for such a thing in a State like Queensland 
is one of the most extraordinary features of 
the present-day state of affair'. We find the 
\V~rkers' O\Yn Govcrntnent is responsible for 
tins extraordinary condition! A man 
d.emands the right to work and the right to 
hve and the Labour Government say, "No, 
we wrll not g1ve you the right to work or 
the right to li,ve unless you g-ive us our 
pound of flesh." · 

Mr. J'.lAXWELL: Shylock! 

Mr. MAHER: Political and industrial 
Shylocks who want their pound of flesh­
their 25s.-from the unfortunate fellow who 
has been out of employment for three or 
four years. They deprive him of the chance 
to get a job at the basic rate even for a 
period to support his wife and family. 

Moreover, Mr. Speaker, the basic rate is 
the same as ruled during the period of 
depre<s:on when the Moore Government 
were in power. Despite all the talk of 
n_nproved conditions and the frequent asser­
tJons that prosperity has returned in 
Queensland, the basic wage remains the same 
.as it was four years ago. \Vhat haye the 
workers' Government to sav to that? Their 
attack on the Moore Gover';,ment wa·s merci­
less and r?lcntless when, during the period 
of depresston, they sat on this side of the 
House. They contended that they stood for 
h:ghcr wages and bett0r conditions· but 
although they ·"ay prooperity has returner! 
the:'>~ have done nothing. 

I have murh more to sav, but time is 
going- against me, and I should like for the 
r•·ason. I have indicated ar~d for ma~y others 
that ttm.e does not permtt me to mention, 
to subnut an amendment to the Address in 
Reply. I move the following amendment:-

"Add to the motion the following 
words:-

' \Y o desire, however, to inform 
Your Excellency that the Government 
does not possess the confidence of 
this House.' " 

(Government laug-hter.) 

Dealing with the amendment which 
involves the subject of the right to work 
I should like to point out that according 
to an extract from the "Courier-Mail " the 
Plasterers' Union in this State demanded 
a fee of £5 from a tradc,man for the rio-ht 
to join the union. Commenting upon the 
dem~nd of this union .. Mr. Justice \VDbb, 
Prestdent of the Indn.stnal Court, described 
tt as a frau.d on i.he court to fix an cnlrnnce 
feo of £5. That demand giYcs some indica­
tJon of hov.' far certain union exerntivcs 
are pn'pn red t.o go in df.'aling with applicants 
for membersh1p. Fortunatelv the President 
of the Industrial Court took the correct view 
of the matter, but I want particularlv to 
refer to the impertinence of this union 
executive that tries to extract sums of money 
hke that fr~m apphcants for membBrship in 
the cconomtc circumstances ruling to-day. 

li11·.JI1aher.] 
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Quite recently two men, ::Yir. George Poole 
and :Ylr. Jas. Corm, ca'ne to see me. They 
had been \Yorking on the vYharn~s in South 
Brisbane for John Burkc Ltd. and were 
";Yhat ar1 gcnerull:r kno"\vn as casual \Vorkers. 
Mr. Poolc had been employed there for 
tv.·clYo 111onths and ~1r. Conn for eighteen 
n1onths. but it apr, !ilX~ t]<at the unifnl h d 
refus cl their applications for tickets and that 
they had bPcn thrown out of their jobs. The 
vv·hole of the cirf'Lnu:....tnnC'c·3 are w~~ll kno1\n 
to the Industrial Court and explanations 
have been lllade on the ;natter, but it chould 
be remembered that bccau'e of the tyranny 
of trades nnions rnen arc reftL cd the right 
to work. ~Why should this right be denied to 
these L1 o 1nen 'vho ha ye engaged jn \York on 
the wharf for twelve and eighte: n mouths 
respectively and to that extent have become 
part of the industr~·? vVhy should they 
be denied the right to work? The law of 
the country soys that a man must be a 
unionist in order to qualify for a job or 
to hold a job, but when two men engaged 
as casual \Vorkers on the wharves in South 
Brisbane applied for the tickets that would 
enable them to enjoy the right to work. 
the union-in its all-powerful position 
to-day-backed up by the strength of the 
Labour Government that makes its position 
secure, said, "No, we won't give you a 
ticket." No ticket l No job! 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. BELL (Stanlcp) [11.27 a.m.] : I move­
" That the hon. member for West 

JVforcton be granted an extension of time 
to enable him to complete his speech." 

Mr. SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of 
the House that the hon. member for vVest 
Moreton be granted an extension of time 
to enable him to complete his speech? 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MAHER: I thank the House for its 
courtesy in giving n1e an extension o£ time. 
There is th0 position-that the right to 
work is denied to these men. 1\' o ticket, no 
job! Can any man justify that? Is any 
Industrial un'on entitled to take up that 
attitude in a free countrv? \Ve boast of our 
freedom. O'll' British fi·eedom. The laws 
of this countrv, passed by a Labour Govern­
ment, say that a man must be a unionist 
in order to ha vo a chance to qualify for a 
job, but tho union executives on the other 
hand ray to an applicBnt for a ticket. "vVe 
won't give you a ticket," thereby refusing 
that man his God-given right in a free 
~ountry of a chance of qualifying for a 
JOO. There arc• hundreds and hundreds 
of men in that .Plight to-day. For instance, 
men v,rho prevrousl:v \Vere enO"ageC in the 
c?al m_lnint)" inclustl)7 are u~able to get; 
t1ckcts m the coq l m men' union. Storemen 
and rackcrs n11kc a similar complaint. Vve 
ha~vc the perrrloxical position at Breakfast 
Creek that 130 men arc locked out of employ­
ment hecause t!oey will not take tickets­
cannot tab• tickets. On the other hand 
we have these men from the wharves at 
So•1th Brisbane who want tickets and cannot 
get. the•n. The whole thing strikes a 
ser1ous blow at man's individual rights and 
his individu~<tl freedom. They cannot get 
JObs without union tickets. 

How can members of the Government 
justify, how even can they condone such 

flllr. B1aher. 

an attitude by a union executive? It will 
probably he said in reply that the unions do 
not refuse to issue these tickr•ts. This is 
what happens. A man makes application 
for a ticket with a job in sight but with 
!he meeting of the union to he held a nJOnth 
hence. After the meeting is eventually 
he1d the union secretary ,,,Tites to the 
applicant to say that pressure of m·gent 
business prevented their g.i_ying con;;idcrat:on 
to his application ;ell(] that the matter would 
con1e up at the next rneeting of the union. 

The "hole position is intolerable. The 
\\ orkers Hwmseln's control thrc,e unions. \Vhy 
do they stand for it ·1 To me that is me 
extraordinary aspect of the matter. A 
correspondent in thB '' Conrier-I\1ail " said 
the other morning-I think a member of 
the Australian \Yorkers' Union-" \Ve are 
the members of the Australian \Vorkers' 
Union, yet we allow the officers of this 
tyrannical union to impo2e these conditions 
on us." The whole question is one of the 
utmost importance to the \\age earners of 
Queensland. If any hon. member lost his 
seat in Parliament and found a job for 
himself in order to sustain his wife and 
fam;ly, he would find-if he was not in favour 
with the controlling authorities of the union­
that he would have the greatest difficulty in 
securing a union ticket, and if he could not 
get the union ticket. he would not be able to 
proceed to his j ol,. vV e have reached an 
extraordinarv state of affairs in this State! 
There is cer"tainly no freedom in a country 
where such conditions obtain. For that 
reason alone the Government <lo not merit 
our confidence. If every hon. member 
expressed his personal opinion, apart from 
party politics, on such incidents as occurred 
on the Breakfast Creek relief works, the 
position would not be tolerated for twenty­
four hours. But hon. members opposite are 
bound by their obligations to their party, by 
the financial help which comes from the 
trades unions. and to that extent the Govern­
nwnt are afraid to take a stand in defence 
of the rights of the minority-the poorest 
element in the community, who are seeking 
a job. 

One of the greatest difficulties at the 
present time in the trend of the Govern­
ment's policy is the spending of a g-reat 
proportion of the revenue, loan fund, and 
relief funds in and about the metropolis and 
the large pro,~incial cities. Of course, the 
object is to pander to larger numbers of 
people and votes in the more thickly popu­
lated areas: the effect is to attract our man 
power from the country centres. It is 
becoming increasingly difficult to obtain 
labour in our country districts. Mr. Briggs, 
of Politic Station, told me quite recently 
that he was moving large herds of fat cattle 
to the Adelaide market, but was finding it 
impossible to get enough men to help him 
to do so. I know fl·orn our 01vn exprri ence 
in the Dawson Valley, and from neighbours 
all round, and from settlers who are develop­
ing the reclaimed prickly-pear areas on the 
South-Western Railway, that it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to obtain labour. We 
find an ever-increasing drift to the cities. 
In the f1rst place, men are following un the 
dole to tide them over their difficulties in 
the hope of qualifying for a better job on 
the Kangaroo Point B»idge, or the sewerage 
works. or the Stanley River dam. I have an 
instance of the effect of the policy of the 
Government in providing large sums of 
money for the metropolitan districts and the 
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larger proYincial cities, and I \Yill quote it 
to the House to illustrate what is happening. 
In 1934-35 the Brisbane City Council obtained 
a loan of £97,159, and a subsidy of £361,661. 
'These figures are taken froin GoYernrncnt 
records. During the same· period the shire 
councils in this Stat<·--thcy are the local 
authoritin in the outside areas-applied for 
loans totalling- £212,000, and the subsid,· 
granted them was £176,000. Hon. members 
will observe the discrimination. Thcv will 
note the preference that is l:t>iug given 'to the 
capital city, from \Yhich the Government 
derive the greater part of their power. Can 
anyone justify the big difference? 

I will show by another aspect of this 
matter how the GoYernment are concentrat­
ing the expenditure of their funds in the 
provincial cities. Consider these figures 
showiug the ~un1s being spent in the larger 
centres of population---''Toowoomba (city). 
water mpply, £;:)04.350; H.ockhampton (city), 
wal<>r filtering plant, £16.000; sewerage 
scheme, £530.()00; Maryborough (city). 
sewerage scheme, £150,000; water reticula­
tion. £5,000; 'Townsville (city), sewerage 
scheme, £525,000; \Varwick (city), new 
reservoil' and enlarging mains, £18,000. 

Large sums arc being made available. I 
am not objecting to money being made 
available for country areas, but the expendi­
ture is being centred in the metropolitan 
areas and larger provincial cities, to the 
detriment of the smaller towns and the groat 
pastoral and farming areas from which our 
real wealth is obtained. I submit that a 
condition of things whereby the sources of 
<'Ur true wealth are neglected and the cities 
are fayoured is wrong and must lead to 
ruination and decay if persisted in. In 
order to deYelop Queensland properly and 
increase our production money is needed. 
There is room for the expenditure of mil­
lions of pounds on rural dcveh'pnlent in 
this State. Farrncrs ~nd producers are in 
need of long term loans at cheap rates of 
interest to enable them to ·develop their 
holdings, increase their flocks and herds 
and thus bring in now wealth, without \vhich 
this State cannot succeed. The policy of 
concentrating Governrncnt expcnrliture in 
the cities and larger provincial to\vns may 
be likened to the action of a man erecting­
a handsome architectur-al superstructure on 
a building whose foundations arc riddled 
with white ants. The foundations cof the real 
wealth of this State arc being neglected, and 
our secondary industries are in a state of 
complete stag~nation. Our prirnary industncs 
have been extended gradua.lly, but there is 
room for a tremendous increase in produc­
tion in that sphere. 

Money is not being mad0 available in the 
areas whero it should. In the area that 
you represent. ]\Jr. Speaker, men have lost 
their flocks of sheep and herds of cattle and 
there are not enough stock to use the 
fodder available. A g-reat number of the 
people who live in that area haYe not got 
the necessarv credit to re.,tock thPir hold­
ings. That ~tate of atiairs results in a tre­
mendous economic loss to the Sbto. Instead 
<Of fruitful <treas. suppoi·ting- extr" millions 
of sheep and cattle, which would give employ. 
ment to many people a.nd thus stimulate the 
circulation of money over the State. \VC haYe 
great stretches of partially stocked country. 
One of the primary functions of goYernment 
is to see that these parts of our State are 
used to the greatest possible advantage. 

Our pastoral industry is suffering and has 
been suffering for many years from a lack 
of money for development. An amount of 
only £23,000 v-as allotted during· the past 
financial year for the purpose of rural 
advancmnent although £4,000,000 was avail­
able from loan funds, and much mo11e;y 
was spent in avenues that will not lead to 
wealth prcl'duction. Once the £3,000.000 has 
been spent on the Staulcy River dam the 
money \l"ill be irretrievably lost; it will 
have circulated through the State but will 
not show any further return. If that amount 
of money was lent to pastoralists and 
farmers in order to increase the true wealth 
of the State there would be some advance, 
because production would be stimulated, 
c-'mpioymPnt provided and the basis of an en­
during prosperity laid down on economically 
sound princlple~. That is \Yhcre the Govern­
ment haYc failed. The result of their policy 
has been to denude the inland areas of the 
man power essential to work that country. 

'l'he following report appeared in the 
''Courier-Mail," 13th May, 1936, and con­
tains a statement made bv the M a vor of 
Toowoomba in regard to ·relief payments 
and the· ·drift to the cities :-

" . . . The :Ylayor (Alckrman J. D 
Annancl) said that relief payments in 
'l'oo,_voornba this week had reached the 
,alarming total of £3,000 for ono week, 
with the Government gift. A few months 
ago it \\as £590; then it rose to £1,200. 
rrhe position Ylas shoC'king-.'' 

A GovERN>IENT ME}IBER interjected. 
Mr. MAHER: It is not a question of 

losing a scat. \Yn art' dealing with a ma,jor 
national problem and one seat does not 
count in the great scheme of things. The 
policy of the Government is encouraging 
and bringing about such a state of affairs at 
Toowoomba tl1at the number of unemployed 
rose from 590 to 3,000 in May, and weekly 
disbursements amounted to £1,200. The 
policy of the Govcrnm0nt is encouraging 
1neu t.o cle~f'rt our rural areas for the 
cities, thus creating a Yery grave problen'l 
that will have to be faced by any Govern­
ment that may be in power in the future. 

Another aspect of the situation that appeals 
to me is that while on every side there is 
a demand for men to clo ringbai·king, dam­
sinking, and station work of various kinds, 
there is a lack of applicaJJts for such jobs. 
I know of a man who applied to the Too­
woomqa labour 1agency for men to do ring­
barking, but was informed that those who 
were unemployed did not understand this 
work. It is ridiculous to sa.y that out of 
the several hundred men registered at that 
ag-ency there were not some who understood 
something ab, ut ringbarking. 'Those who 
did so oonld have obtained work and been 
employed in some useful occupation. This 
is an insta-nce of one of our 11rime difficulties 
to-da v. I remember that when I was at 
Brig,;low during the last Federal election 
I found five or six men sitting round the 
dining table at tl10 acmmmodation house. 
These young men Wf'ro apparently all 
workers in seareh of a job. A station man 
came in and sat down at the table. Four 
or fiyo of these yotmg fellows asked h;m 
for a job. He said, " \Yhat can you do? " 
They replied. "\Ye will take on anything." 
Ho a.skecl them if they could fence and 
received a reply, " No. hut \Ye will have 
a go at it." The station man then said. 
" But I suppose you want to be paid the 
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~ame amount of wages as men used to this 
work?" Out of five or six men searching 
for work none understood the work offermg! 
UliCJ young fellow asked, "HaYe J~0u got a 
job for 1ne, boss? I au1 a horse breakcr.n 
The an.-wcring query VYa:-J "'Got your gear 
with you'" On being told that he had the 
man from the station told the young fellow 
he could !JM~e a jou; he was asked to gel 
into the station utility truck straightaway. 
The system of cioles operating to-day is 
breaking the moral fibre of the young men 
of the country. They arc ·drifting into 
"ea~y stn·c..t" condition and r-efusing work. 
Evidence in this rt:spect is accumulating on 
every hand. An instance is the happernngs 
at vV arwick, reported m the "Courier 
Mail " of 14th May last-

" The position wltich has arisen in 
\Yarwick in connection with the picking 
of men at the labour bureau fo1· jobs 
on the State Highway was accentuated 
Y.esterday when four married and two 
smgle men were wanted. Though there 
are regiotored in Warwick 180 men there 
were present at the call twenty-five men. 
but only tho'·B who put in their cards, 
namely-two married and two single­
were chosen. There was. therefore, a 
shortage of two married men. 

" It has been apparent lately that men 
do not wish to take work outside the 
town. Rather would the great majorliv 
remain at home on intermittent worK 
than go out and camp on jobs, even at 
avvn.rd \vages." 

It will be seen that two full-time jol.is at 
basic wage rates went begging. During the 
Bowcn by-election I was told of a man 
named Coates, an orchardist in the Rock­
hamptou district, who went to the labour 
exchange and asked for labour to help him 
to pull his citrUB crop, which was rotten 
ripe, offering a wage he could afford to pay. 
25s. a week and keep. (Government laughter.) 
It is all 'ight to laugh. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. MAHER : But where are we getting 

to? Here is a man propftred to pay a wagb 
that his industry can afford. He made it 
clear to the labour agent that allowing for 
the price he would rccei ve he could afford 
to pay no more than 25s. a week and keep, 
plus a bonus of ls. a bushel, as far as~ I 
can remember at this moment. The agent 
was unable to get men to do the work. 
As his fruit was ripening rapidly he went 
again to Rockhampton and, standing on 
the steps of the labour agency, address~d 
the mer, pro ent. He asked them to help 
him out of his difficulty. He appealed to 
these men to come and help him. The 
response was jeers. This is an instance of a 
man engaged in primary prodnction m 
Queensland who, bccausG of a glut in his 
commodity, cannot afford to pay more than 
a certain wage, but oannot get unemployed 
men to help him. 'While such a state of 
things exists I ask: Is it commonscnse and 
is it right that such men in Queensland 
shon1d be Jrnalisod b.v having to pay an 
unemployment relief tax at the present stag­
gering scale and at the same time he.ve the 
unemployed tnrn them do'Yll ancl refuse to 
en,.age in their primary industry? 

The PRE:I1IER : How many bushels of 
oran,.es C01•irl a man pu11 in a.n hour? 

Mr. MAHER: I am not an authority on 
the citrm mdustry and would refer the 
hon. gentleman to the hon. member tor 
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Murrumba, "ho is better informed in that 
respect. 

The PREMIER : You made a blunder by 
putting in that ls. a bushel. 

Mr. MAHER: It is ls. a something-! 
a1n not sure. 

The PHE1IIER: You ask Mr. l'i'icklin. He 
will inform you. 
Mr~ MAHER: It is ls. a something. The 

position is that lVIr. Coates had to go down 
to the Ciroeks and sell his fruit at a great 
loss, and the Greeks, haYing their own 
sYstem of labour, wore able to pull the crop 
a'nrl take the profit that that primary pro­
ducer should ha ye had. That sort of thing 
is taking place all oYer Queensland and Jt 
is surely wrong that you and I and the rest 
of the State should be required to meet this 
relief tax-the heaviest tax placed upon us­
to maintain this state of affairs. No one 
has greater sympathy than I for the married 
man with a family v, ho is legitimately unem­
ployed, and I will go a long way to help 
him. Here, however, we have young single 
men who could go out and take that work 
and thu.s obtain money from legitimate 
industry instead of living on their fellow 
citizens by accepting a relief tax dole. It 
is extraordinary that such a state of affairs 
should exist. I have here an extract from the 
Sydney "Bulletin," which may be right 
or may be wrong, but the " Bulletin " is a 
fairly reliable newspaper. It says:-

" How UNEMPLOYED-RELIEF JYJ.ONBY GOES. 

"Queensland's two unemployed-relief 
investigation officers are finding some 
interw,ting examples of how the tax­
payers' money goes. 

" For six months a well-dressed woman 
drove up in an expensive car to draw 
rations for herself and two children. 
Belated inquiry revealed that she was 
a widow living with her wel!.to-do 
father, and clic:tcd her vigorous opinion 
that it was up to the Government to 
keep them, as father didn't want to. 

"A well-tailored young man in a sports 
suit and a natty roadster explained-after 
scyeral months of rations-that, although 
he liYed with his prosperous farmer­
uncle, it was the Government's job to 
feed him. 

" A married couple, both on relief 
rations, were found to own a pub m 
New South ~Wales. In another case the 
wife's death reYealed that she had 
£l,OCO banked and was drawing the 
old-age pension. 

" Single men draw rations for non~ 
existent families, married ones add on 
another three or four kids. 'vVorlrors,' 
after their quota of shovol-k~ning, drive 
their families down to smart seaside 
cottages to picnic for the rest of the 
week. Others arc paid for days when 
~hey arc actually cm played on other paid 
Jobs. 

" But all will have votes at the next 
elections." 

(Government laughter.) 

Mr. MAHER: I am not saying that is 
right or wrong, but it is in the Sydney 
"Bulletin " for what it is worth. (Govern­
ment interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! I hope the hon. 
member will suffer less interruption. There 
has been far too much. 
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Mr. MAHER: The Government have been 
claiming for some years that they havo 
restored prosperity in this State. 'l'he 
Deputy Premier, lVIr. Pease, at the by­
election in Bowen, had a whole heap of 
facts and figures to show how prosperity had 
been restored during the past four years, 
saying that we were back to the 1929 level 
of employment and all was well. If that 
is the cnse I should like to ask whv it is that 
the unemployment relief funds have been 
called upon so heavily in the last year in 
con1parison with previous vcnrs. The 
amounts taken from that fund are as 
follows:-

Year ending. 

July, 1932 
Jul·· 1933 
July: 1934 
July, 1935 
July, 1936 

Amount. 
£ 

85.000 
127,000 
120,000 
97,000 

204,882 

If all this prosperity that is being talked 
<>bout by the Government ad iib. was really 
apparent, why is it necessary in ,July, 1936, 
after four y(\·1rs of Labour govern1nent, to 
nutko the heaviest jnroad.s yet n1ade on the 
relief tax funds? The Director of Labour 
in his report last year saicl on page 6 that 
rations were co::,ti11g nearly £6)000 .a week, 
which was 50 per <ont. more than during 
the wor.st period of the deprc";ion. The 
basic wage ea rucr is \Y01'f:e off to-day then 
when Labour went into office four years ago, 
because of the increased cost of living and 
increases in taxation, and becaust) of the 
fact that hi condition has not been appre­
ciated by thc Government, since he still 
receives onlv the amount of money that was 
g_iven him during the depths of t'he depres­
sion. 

According to the official report there arc 
20,000 men at present employed in loan fund 
activities and 20,000 on the dole. I sup­
pose that there are approximately 16.l!•il 
registered as unemployed at the Labour 
Exchanges throughout the State. If you 
analyse those figures, the only thing the 
Government has achieved-and I sec the 
Premier smiling--

The PREMIER: I am smiling at tho malver­
sation of fact. 

lVIr. MAHER : Here are the facts accord­
ing to the official publication. The May 
issue of the "Economic News" shows the 
number of unemployed as 16,350, exclusive 
of the loan fund, and the full-time equi­
valent of relief workers is given as 10.080 
men, so that the percentage of unemployed 
would be 14.5 per cent. The departmental 
report for last year revealed that the aver­
age working periocl for each man was 2.18 
days a week, so that according to official 
figures there must be over 20,000 men on 
relief work. ·when the Government were 
engaged in •a recent controversy between ]Hr. 
Brigden and Professor Gifford--

The PREMIER: The Government had 
nothing to do with that. 

lVIr. MAIIER: I must accept the hon. 
gentleman's statement that he had nothing 
to do with it. but it is rather oxtraordinarv 
that the method of setting out the figure"s 
in "Economic Kews" was suddenly changed 
and it is also a rather extraordinary fact that 
after I had used the cost of living figures 
furnished by Mr. Bri\\den at the 'l'oowoomba 
by-election the followmg issues failed to give 

the cost of living figures in the way that they 
had been previously set out. i: have no 
evidence to suggest that the Govm-nment 
instructed anybody, but apparently Mr. 
Brigden. acting on his own initiative, recog­
nises what is faYourable to the Government. 
The point is that there has been no misrepre-
sentation--- -

The PRE~IIER: "~lalversation " is the '\votd. 
It means a V\TOllg uso o£ figures. 

3,Jt-. MAHER: There is no malversation 
in respect of tho unemployment position. I 
have quoted figures that are set out in an 
official publication. 

I should like to also the promises 
that have been to the public by the 
GoYernment th_.t thov have failed to fulfil. 
Is it right that the p{lblic should be deluded 
b:.· responsible .Ylinistcrs of the Crown? It is 
bad enough \Yhcn irresponsible 1nmnbers of 
the party depart from tho lino of truth when 
they aro on the hustir;gs or in this l-Iouse, 
Lnt ono does not expect that frorn a rcspon~ 
siLlo l\iinister of the Crown. Replying io a 
deputation from iho unemployed "t Innisfail 
on lOth July, 1934, tho Deputy P1·emicr gave 
the undertaking to the unemployed "orkers 
of Queensland that all would be in jobs in 
twch·e months from that date. 

The SECRET AllY FOR Pr-nLIC L\XDS: That is 
not true. 

Mr. ::\L\llER: That report appeared in 
the Prc· ~. The hon. gcnden1an 'vas also 
reportecl in the Precs the other da:· as having 
sa1d. ''If I were Prc1nicr there ·would be 
no l'('licf 'vork in Queensland." That scerns 
to be rather nn lmco1nplirnentary reference 
to tho ,n1an V.'ho is the Pren1ier. liov. ever, 
thcs9 shtemcnts are made, and the public 
arc dc-luded. I protest. It is utterly wrong 
and immoral for tt J\1inister of the Crown 
to delude the public in any way. The Deputy 
Premier is not the only ::\Iinist-CT who has 
offended in that.. respect. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
has exhaustccl the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. Before I call upon 
the next hon. member to resl!me the debate 
l should like to mention that there is more 
intetTuption and interjections than usually 
happens on an occasion such as this. If afl 
hon. member feels that he does not agree 
with something that has been said by the 
speaker thero is no occasion to contradict it 
then and there, unless it is of such a nature 
as to demand a personal explanation. An 
hon. member may then rise and make his 
personal explanation with the consent of the 
House, bnt he will not be in order in inter­
rupting the speaker. 

:1>1r. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalb11) [11.59 
a.m.]: It gives me great pleasure to second 
the amendment of want of confidence in the 
Government, not because I feel that anything 
that wo may sa0· may influence hon. members 
opposite or win their votes, but becaus~· it is 
our duty to place the true position of the 
State before the people. vYe have heard a 
great <loa! about tho improvement that has 
taken place in the State during the past 
four years, but it is acknowledged by every­
body that the improvement has been general 
throughout the Commonwealth, irrespective 
of whether Labour Governmn1ts, Nationalist 
Governments, or Country Party Governments 
have been in power. The general improve­
ment that began after 1932 can be attributed 
to the improvement in the price of wool, 
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which increased the wealth of the Common­
wealih by many millions of pounds and to 
the increased borrowing on the pa;·t of all 
Go,-erumcnts. Prior to 1929 the Governments 
of Australia, State and Federal, expended 
an aggregate of £40,000,008 0f borrowed 
money per annum. All at once the flow ol 
borrowed money completely ceased, with the 
result that the Governments representing all 
the State's found it difficult to proceed with 
public works. \Ye also know that during· 
that period the value of our wool slumped 
to the extent of £40,000,000. That meant 
that much less money was coming into 
Australia during those years than in the 
yean preceding them. It has been owing to 
an improvemeut in those two factors that 
there has been a general improvement finan­
cially throughout Australia. Tho Nationalist 
Government of New South \Vales led by 
Mr. Stevcns. the Labour Government in 
\Vestern Australia. the Labour Government 
In Queensland, an·d the Nationalist Govern­
ment in South Australia, have all been for­
tunately circumstanced owing to the 
economies effected by their predecessors, who 
not only adopted but also carried out the 
Premiers' Plan. They were able to take 
advantage of the economies their predecessors 
had effected and were saved an enormous 
amount of money. They were also favoured 
by the con.-ersion of overseas loans, which 
meant a saving of many thousands of 
pounds to the Commonwealth as well as to 
the State,. These factors enabled these 
States to better their financial position; yet 
notwithstanding this advantage the Govern­
ment in Queensland have not restored to the 
public scnants and others the reductions in 
their salaries and wages to the same extent 
as other States have done. 

Let us take the position of Queensland­
and the position obtaining here applies to 
all States. :vVe are living from hand to 
mouth. \Y c know that there ha, been an 
improvement in the economic positiou. 
Some g0 so far as to say th_al; we have 
turned the corner of prospertt.v, J;,1t W<' 
know perfectly well that at the present 
moment we arc living from hand to 
mouth, owing to the fad that since the 
Government has been in power they have 
spent approximrttely £10,000,000 of loan 
mono:<·. That money has been borrowed 
during the four years the Government have 
been in power. During the three years the 
Moore Government were in power they 
were not able to obtain borrowed mouev, 
but reduced the public debt by £539,739. 
Althoug-l1 the present Government is a 
Labour Government it ie reallv the Smith 
Govcrnn1cnt, as it is a G0vernfnent of ono 
man-the Premier. He has controlled the 
State Govermnent just as the dictator has 
controlled the destinies of Germanv or Italy. 
(Government diswnt.) Hon. members oppo· 
site know th~tt is true, that tho Premier 
is ruling Queensland at the present rtwment, 
assisted certainly, to a gTeat extent. by the 
Australian \Vorkers' ·cnion. That is a very 
po,vcrful union. 

The Government have been enabled to 
carry on because of the amount of money 
that bas been available from loan source;. 
Let anything happen that will prevent the 
G(wernment from borrowing at the rate 
of £4.000.000 a year and difficulties will 
arise in this State just as "'vere as those 
we experienced in the 1929-32 period. 
Borrowed money has brought about the 
present alleged pro3perity. I use the word 
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' alleged" advisedly, because that is the 
fact. There will be a day of reckoning. 
vV e are mortgaging the future and evidently 
do not care what will happen to coming 
generations. 'l'he day of reckoning will 
come, just as it came in 1929, but perhaps 
some other Government will be in power to 
pay the bill. As a Country Party member 
I want to lodge my protest against the 
enormous amount of loan money that is 
being spent in Brisbane and large cities 
and towns of this Stato. There may be a 
certain amount of prosperity in Brisbane, 
owing to the huge public works proceeding 
at the moment, but the development of the 
c·ountry is being retarded. We know that 
when the Jubilee Bridge at Kangaroo Pomt 
i., erected-at a cost of £2,000,000-it will 
not ITive any further work. W c know 
perfe~tly well, too, that it will not increase 
the productivity of the State, nor help to 
market one more bale of wool or grow one 
more bushel of wheat. If, on the other 
hand that £2 000 000 was being expended 
jn '~ater cons~rvdtion, in locking suit.able 
rivers, and in ringbarking, it would give 
work to thousands of men and after that 
work was finished would provide work for 
all time to both primary producers and 
employees. From £1,500,000 to £2,000,000 
is being spent on work that is not necessa:y 
and could have been allowed to rem am m 
abevance for ten, fifteen, or twenty years 
without any loeo to the State. 

In connection with the Mackay harbour 
wheme it will be remembered that tl).e 
Opposition protested against the way m 
which the contract was let. vVe protested 
against t:;e tenderer being allowed to am~nd 
his tender. What do we find the positiOn 
to be to-day? We find that up to date the 
work done has cost 100 per cent. more than 
the original estimate-and that . is . what 
ITenerally happens in works necessitatmg a 
huge expenditure. I maintained that that 
work was not necessary and that it would 
be many years before the necessity for a 
harbour at Mackay would become apparent. 

I wish to refer to a most important matter, 
which I take it comes within the ambit of 
the department controlled by the Sec_retary 
for Agriculture and Stock, and that IS,. the 
assistance to farmers under the debt adJUSt· 
ment scheme provided by the Federal 
Government. The fact that the Labour 
Government have not passed the necessary 
legislation enabling Queenslan? farmers to 
benefit under that scheme mdtcates the 
e'Ctent of their conco-n for the farmers. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE AND STOCK: 
The llill we pa,.ed was approved by the 
Commonwealth Government. 

Mr. GODFEEY MOEGA~: The Bill 
passed during last session does not enable 
the farmers ,,·ho are eligible for relief to 
obtain any money, whereas in other States 
the farmers have received assistance. Up 
to the present time not ono solitary 
individual has obtained any assistance 
11lthoug-h applications have Leen made, and 
that is owing to the fact the Commonwealth 
Government are not satisfied with the Bill 
passed by the Queensland Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE AND STOCK: 
They told us they were satisfied. 

Mr. GODFEEY M ORGAN: 
remains the moncv cannot be 
Evidently the other" States passed 

The fact 
advanced. 
legislation 
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that was suitable, because settlers in those 
States have already received assistance. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE AND STOCK: 
vVe cannot satisfy the Commonwealth 
requirements unless we amend the Bill they 
approved of originally. 

Mr. GODFREY MORG.\N: Why did 
not the Goverm1l('nt pass a Bill of the same 
nature as the Bills passed b:; other States. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGlliCULTcRB AND SToCK: 
'l~he ComrnonvYealth Governn1ent never 
iliforrned us. 

Mr. GODFREY :V!ORGAN: It is all 
very well for tho hon. the Minister to blame 
the Comn1onwcalih Govorurncnt. It seerns 
exiraordiruu·y that Qucf>ll~land is the only 
State that ncg·lected to pass legislation that 
entitled farmers to get a''distancc under the 
Con11no.rnvcalth scherne. 

The SrcCRET.iRY FOR AGRIC0LTGRE AKD STOCK: 
We pasocd a Bill. 

Mr. SPEAid<;R: Order! 

:V1r. GODFREY l\10RGAN: I wish to 
refer to thP Yory important matter of a 
man's right to work. [t seems to me that 
one has the right to work in Queensland 
only so long as one is prepared to pay 
into a political fund. So far as the Aus­
tralian -\Vorkers' Union is concerned-and 
perhaps some of the other unions, although 
not to the same extent-the money derived 
in this way is used principally for political 
purposes. Figures at our dispo~al roYeal 
that tho Australian \Vorkcrs' Union has 
accumulated a huge amount of wealth; but 
during the period of the great depression, 
when it was alleged that men, women and 
children were on th,J verge of starvation, 
I am not a·waro of any instanc3 where 
that wealthv union-which obtained its 
wealth from t,he contributions of the workers 
-contributed any sum to any charitable 
institution to help those on the verge of 
starvation. It did not use the money for 
chantable purposes, but for political pur­
poses. It would have been much more to 
the credit of the Australian Workers' Union 
had it contributed £50,000 or £60.000 to 
some of our charitable institutions who wore 
appealing in thB Press and over the wireless 
f'?r funds in order that people in necessitous 
Circumstances should have enough to eat 
and wear. The union that is supposed 
to represent the worker and to exist for his 
benefit contributed nothing to prevent the 
allef(ed stanation and suffering of people 
durmg the worst period of the depression ! 
Of course one hardlv dares to quote Press 
!Cxtr~rts or .other reports of speecht>.<, becanso 
m mnety-mne ca"es out of ono hundred if 
it suits the speaker, he eith<>r repudi~tes 
the statement or says that he was mis­
reported. 

Mr. KING: Arc y,ou speaking for your­
self? 

1\Lr. GODFRRY MORGAN: Not in this 
matter. I do not romembeJ· ever repudiat­
illl! a statement or getting behind it by 
stating I was misreported. Sooner would I 
let it pa.ss. In his policy speech, delivered 
m Mackay in 1935, the Premier stated-

" The aim and policy of Labour is to 
giYe each and every individual the 
utmost opportunity to achieve a full and 
complete life. It is realised by Labour 
that the fundamental essential of such 
a high objective is, first, the provision 

of economic necessities by the payment 
of an adequate basic wage in conjunc­
tion with good working conditions. 

" Our policy aspires to ensure the right 
to live; the right to work; and the right 
to enjoy." 

That is ,,)] right from the point of view 
of getting votes, but the Premier has now 
an opportunity to put his theory into praoc 
tice, a:'sert his authority, and interfere on 
behalf of the men at the Breakfast Creek 
sewerage 1vorks. These n1cn and their wives 
and children have the right to work, live, 
and enjoy thcmse!Yes. The shearers in the 
far "\~.., ost, perhaps in your O'>Yn electorate, 
~'vir. SpPaker, supporters of the Australirn 
\\' orkns' l:nion, aro coutrilmiing to the 
help of theec unemployed. Recognising the 
principle for which they arc standing, small 
boclic s of indiviclualR throndwut the State 
arc sending in their donations. The Aus­
tralian ·workers' Union should never h>tvo 
asked these men to contribute more than 
the pro rata equivalent of their period of 
work. But this w<·a.lthy and prooperous 
or~anl:;:;ation, jnRtead of being prepared to 
help these n1e11, rnakcs arrangements 'vith 
the city council to provide three months' 
·work for a certain nurnbcr of rncn, front 
<mch of which is collected £1 Ss.-thc annual 
fee for a union ticket. At the expiration 
qf this period thew men are dismicsod and 
replaced by others for another period of 
three months, a.nd another £1 Ss. is col­
lected from each of the Ltttcr. If the 
original men >verc employed for twelve 
months-the term of their union tickets-it 
"·ould affect the ,·cvem1o of the Austmlian 
\Vorkers' Union inasmuch as instea<l of 
receiving £5 a year in respect of a job 
it would receive £1 Ss. In view of the policy 
speech ,of the Premier it is incumbent on 
him to take action. I fePl sure that he does 
not believe in tho policy being pursued by 
t'ho Austntlian vVorkers' Union in this 
respect. 'The policy of the Go'vernment is 
that a working man mnst be a unionist or 
etane. He is conscripted into unionism, 
although during the Great \Var the policy 
of the party they represent was that men 
should not be conscripted to fight for their 
~ountry, wives, and children. The defencB 
of their country was a Yoluntary matter, 
hut when it comes to the right to work, 
which is ncco8Sary for existence. they pur­
sue the policy of conscripti,on. The men a.t 
Breakfast Creek have to be prepared to 
nay a liberal donation to tho Australian 
Workers' Union for the right to work. It is 
incumbent on the Premier to take a stand 
o,nd insist that this union shall collect from 
tho'e men only a proportion of the cost 
of a union ticket, the amount to depend 
0n the period for which they are to be 
employed. 

Another very interesting deduction can be 
ma,de from thD polif'y speech of the Pre­
mier delivered in 1932. He said-

" Give Lal)our the opportunity to 
bring light and happiness into the livee 
of men and women where at present 
tJwre is darkness and despair." 

.-\re the wives and children of the men 
at Bre,a:Jdast Creek not entitled to light 
and ha.;opiness? Are their .liYes not .i.ust 
aq important. as tho ,c of un1on secretanes, 
organi,~crs, and agitators? Sorne union 
nfficials ,reccivP higher .salaries tha.n do 
members of Parliament. The men at Break­
fast Crock are being denied the right to 

Mr. Morga:n.] 
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live. They are denied the bright lights and 
the happiness that the Premier was so fond 
of quoting during the 1932 election. We 
also find that there must be a split in the 
Cabinet, because the Secretary for Public 
Lands seems to have different views from 
the Premier on the question ,o,f unemplov­
ment. Speaking; on the 14th July, 1936, the 
hon. gentleman IS reported to have said-

" If I were Premier--" 

No doubt he would like to be Premier, but 
I do not know if the Premier will oblige 
him by retiring, or going into Federal 
pol.itics, and giving him the opportunity. 
Evidently, however, the hon. gentleman is 
dissatisfied with the Premier's action so far 
as unom~ployment is concerned:-

" If I were Premier, I would abolish 
relief work to-morrow morning. In the 
departments which I control, Irrigation, 
Forestry, Lands, and P.l<J.I., we do not 
employ relief workers. Every man on 
these works has a full-time job." 

Some of us know it, to our regret, especially 
on the P.E.I. works. 

" I send men from district to district." 

That means he does not say in his depart­
ment that thev must work three months and 
pay a certain' amount for union tickets-he 
has permanent men throughout his depart­
ment. It does not matter where the men 
may live or where their homes ma,y be, they 
are employed from year to year. 

"\Ve cannot cope with the unemployed 
of Australia." 

That is an admission that no matter what 
they do they cannot succeed. 

"\\To have only a certain taxing power 
and the people of Queensland are taxed 
to the limit. The people in this State 
pay h1gher taxes than in any other part 
of the Commonwealth." 

That is an absolute contradiction of the 
Premier, who has often said that the people 
of Queensland are not the highest taxed in 
the Commonwealth of Australia. Yet the 
Deputy Pren_1ier says definitely that we have 
only a certam taxing power and the people 
of Queensland are taxed to the limit ! Who 
is right? Is the Premier? I have seen 
statements by the Premier in the Press that 
that is _not so. The Secretary for Public 
Lands, m h1s .sober moments (laughter)-! 
:Jo not mean m point of intoxication, but 
m the moments when he is not ao-itated bv 
interjections on the floor of the IIousc but 
is able to give the matter in hand his 'calm 
consideration-has told the truth. 

Wo wore told by the Premier during the 
electioneering periods, both in 1932 and more 
recently, that tbe Moore Government were a 
wage-slashing Government. That may be 
true--

GovERN1IENT MEMBERS: HfJar, hear ! 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: But what 
is the difference between the Moore Govern­
ment and the present Government in that 
respect, In replying to a combined deputa­
tion of public servants and unions the 
Premier said that employees on the' basic 
wage in Queensland had suffered a reduction 
of "only "-he used that word-13 per cent. 
since June, 1932. That was the cut brought 
about owing to th" Premiers' Plan by the 

[Mr. Morgan. 

Moore Government. He said that the cuts 
in the other States were:-

Victoria ,. 
South Australia 
vV estern Au:;tralia 
New South Wales 

23 per cent. 
22 per cent. 
19 per cent. 
16 per cent. 

In terms of cash, the basic wage man in 
Queensland lost lls,, he said, whereas his 
fellow workers in the other States lost:--

Victoria , 
South Australia 
'Western Australia 
New South vV ales 

£1 
19s. 6d. 
16s. 6d. 
13s, 6d. 

The Premier added that the cost of living 
was lower in Queensland than in any other 
State. Those remarks were reported in the 
Press, The position actually is, however, 
that when those cuts were made, the Vie· 
torian cut of 23 per cent. and the South 
Australian cut of 22 per cent. were brought 
about by Labour Governments. The vVestern 
Australian 19 per cent. cut ~was made by a 
Nationalist Government, a New South vVales 
Labour Government made a 16 per cent. cut, 
and the Queensland Nationalist Government 
a 13 per cent. cut. The people were told 
for electioneering purposes that wages had 
been slashed to a greater extent in this State, 
whereas the fact is that wages were slashed 
to a greater extent by Labour Governments 
during the period in question. \Ve also know 
that the other Premiers of the day were not 
satisfied with the reductions that had been 
made hv the JYioore Government, on the 
ground that they were not heavy enough or 
commensurate with the reductions that had 
been made in their respective States. The 
figures quoted by the Premier definitely 
prove that the reductions made by the Moore 
Government were smaller than those made 
in any other State in the Commonwealth. 

'l'he Moore Government have repeatedly 
been charged with slashing the basic wage, 
but has it been increased in this State dur­
ing the period of the present Government? 
It is the same to-day as it was during the 
term of the Moorc Government, The Moore 
Government had nothing to do with the 
reduction in the basic wage. 

The PRE~IIER: Yes. They applied to the 
Industrial Court three times for reductions. 
Mr. Macgroarty, who was the Attorney­
General in the Moore Government, attacked 
the Industrial Court because it had failed 
to carry out the wishes of his Government. 
He mentioned the " ringbarking " of the 
court. 

Mr. GODFREY ;vrORGAN: If the Premier 
is correct in his contention that the JI,Iooro 
Govcrrnn0nt a]1plicd to the court for a 
reduction in ihc basic wage, and the reduc­
tion that was granted amounted to a 
" slashing cut" why has he not ~ppliod to 
the court to restore the "age to Its forme1· 
level? He has been satisfied to pay the 
basic wage that was fixed by the court dur­
ing the Moorc regime. 'The court should be 
responsible for any jncrease or decrease in 
the basic wage and should not be influenced 
by the fact that the application is made by 
a Government. The Premier is quite con­
tent to accept what he terms the " slashing 
cuts made bv the JYioore GO\·ernment." He 
has taken no steps to have the basic wage 
increased. I think it was the seconder of 
the Address in Reply who referred to the 
fact that the basic wage in Queensland to·day 
is higher and that the cost of living is lower 
tha!l in any other State. That is true, but 
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exactly the same position prevailed during 
the time of the Moore Governmen+.. Even 
the Premier will not deny my aBsertion that 
whilst the basic wage has remained at £3 14s. 
a week the cost of living at the present 
time is slightly higher than it was in 1929. 
We arc all aware that bread and other corn· 
modities have increased in price, which means 
that the effective basic wage to-day is loss 
than when my Go';ernmcnt were in pO\rer. 

The PREi\liER: Your Goyermncnt denied 
the right to all Crown employees to approach 
the court. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA'-": I recognise 
that, but the hon. gentleman seems to forget 
that during the election campaign he threw 
the blame for the depression on to the Moore 
Government and that when he submitted 
figures to the union officials to prove that 
the wage reductions in this State had been 
less than those in the other States he was 
paying-intentionally or othcrwise.:_a corn· 
plimcnt to the Mooro Government. The 
Premier is quite prepared to take shelter 
behind those favourable figures. According 
to Mr. Bolger, secretary of the State Service 
Umon, the restorations in salaries have 
been greater in the other States than in 
Queensland. That .also is true but the 
Premi~r re!ies on the fact that' the wage 
reductiOns m th:s State were less than in 
any of. the other States in support of his 
cont~ntwn that restoration of salaries to 
pubhc servants should not be on a greater 
scale. To sum up, the Premier takes advan­
~age of the fact that the wage reductions 
Imposed by the Moore Government were less 
than those imposed in any other State. 

I desire to refer to another important 
matter that arose during the tour of the 
Premier abroad. 

The PREMIER: I .am glad that vou have 
been improving your mind by re,;,ding my 
speeches. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA"': I have been 
improving my mind by reading the hon. 
gentleman's speeches, but it is my duty t,o 
correct his utterances where I find them to 
be incorrect. I want to quote an extract 
from an art'cle contributed bv the Premier 
to the Glasgow "Forward" and the 
l\fanitoba "Commonwealth " which has pro­
bably been printed in many other papers. 
I ask hon. members to realise that this is 
an article contributed by the Premier and 
not a speech-

" The Labour Party of Queensland has 
quite definitely a socialistic objective, 
and with this end in view, various forms 
of State activities haYe been entered 
upon . . . . The State undertakings of 
Queensland, however. despite all difficul­
ties, were a great benefit to the com· 
munity. The State sheep and cattle 
stations and State butcher shops effec· 
tively controlled the price leveh of meat 
.... Those enterprises live to-day." 

The Premier knows perfectly well that 
those enterprises do not exist to-day. 
(Laughter.) He knows perfectly we]] that 
they were disposed of. He knows perfectly 
well, too, that the public debt was increased 
by £5,000.0QO because the State embarked 
on those State enterprises. To-day we are 
paying interest on the £5,000,000 that was 
lost on those State enterprises. 

The PREMIER : Are you prepared to lay 
the alleged article cm the table of the 
House? 

Mr. GODFREY JYIORGAN: I am pre­
pared to place the cutting on the table of 
the House. 

The PRE~IIER : Put the article on the 
table of the Houc'e and let me have a look 
at it. 

Mr. GODFREY M ORGAN: I will give 
the hon. gentleman the date and everything 
connected with it. 

The l'REMU:R : Will you put the article 
on the table of the House? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I have gone 
so far as to state that the article appeared 
in the Glasgow "Forward" .and the 
:Manitoba "Commonwealth." If it is not 
true. it is up to the Premier to say so. 

The PRI.}!IER: I have never seen the 
Manitoba " Commonwealth." 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: This all goes 
to show that when a man of the standing of 
the Premier goes overseas it is necessary 
for him to toll the truth, because if he does 
not he will sooner or later be found out. 

The PREMIER: You put the article on the 
table of the House. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The Premier, 
speaking at a welcome by Scottish Socia­
lists in the Keir Hardie Institute, Glasgow, 
is reported in the Glasgow "Forward," 
of 16th June, 1934, as having said-

" He was still proud to be a Socialist 
and more than ever convinced that 
Socialism provided the only radical 
remedy for the great problem of poverty 
amidst plenty which faced the worl<i 
to-day." 

The PREMIER : All intellectuals are 
Socialists. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: That is so. 
(Government laughter.) My point is that the 
Premier, when he was in Scotland, posed as 
a Socialist; when in London he was an 
Imperialist; in the Commonwealth of Aus­
tralia he is a.n Internationalist, and in 
Queensl<Lnd he is an economic nationalist. 
He is an economic nationalist because only 
recently he a'dvocatcd restriction in the pro· 
d.uction of sugar. Ho not only advocated 
restriction, but he also passed legislation to 
enable the production of sugar to be 
restricted. 

The PRE'IIIER: Where is that legislation? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The hon. 
gentleman knows that under that legisla­
tion if a man went to the trouble of grow· 
ing sugar without an assignment he could 
not sell it to a sugar mill. 

The PRniiER: Have a look at the Act 
your Government passed. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: If our 
Government di,d pass that legislation and 
were responsible for restricting the growth 
of sugar cane, then the hon. member's 
Government has accepted that legislation. 

The PREMIER : You cancelled some assign· 
ments and limited others. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA:'-J: The hon. 
gentleman cannot escape his responsibility, 
because he adopted that legislation and has 
since advocated the restriction of the grow· 
ing of sugar cane. He cannot deny it. 
Nor can he deny that he passed legislation 
giving existing coal mine owners a virtual 
monopoly of the coal trade in Queensland. 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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It has prevented any one else establishing 
a coal mine without first obtaining permis­
sion. He cannot deny that restriction is 
practised there. I want to know when the 
Premier is a restrictionist and when he is 
not. He b~lievos in restriction in the sugar 
and coal industries, but if some poor unfor­
tunate wheatgTO\H'r gets only 2;;. a bushel 
for his wheat and loses ls. 6d. a bushel 
in consequence, he doe, not advocate restric­
tion. Ho says, "Let him continuP.'' I-Io 
can go on growing wl1eat "until the cows 
come home," or until he cannot grow and 
handle it any longer. But the Premier is 
a restl'ictionist in sotno respe:<ts because that 
policy plays into the hands of the sugar 
growers and the people of the North. It 
is popnlur lc."islation with them. The 
Premier <-H a ro"trlctionist passes legislatic11 
enabling the coal mine owner and employee 
to meet together and profiteer and force 
public utilities to use coal whether it is of 
the desired quality or otherwise. 

Mr. FoLEY: That is not so. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: It is true and 
the hon. memb.or knows it. The Lord Ma.yor 
of Bri-banc stated definitely that not only 
had the cost of coal been incre.asecl, bnt also 
they had to take any sort of coal-good, bad, 
or indifferent. 

The Premier iR a restrictionist in so1ne 
regards and in other regards he is not. \Ve 
should like tho hon. gentleman to explain 
his attitude. The hon gentleman cannot run 
with the hare and hunt with the hounds 
for all time. He must be on one side or 
the other. 

I am especially interested in the Railway 
Department and that makes my regret the 
keener in having to record the deplorable 
condition into which that department is 
~lipping. When I assumed control of that 
department in 1929 it was in a deplorable 
condition and was losing millions a yoar--

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

MINISTERIAL STATEME?-<T. 

REAPPOINTMENT OF GOVERNOR OF THE STATE. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
ill ackay) [12.38 p.m.], by leave : I desire to 
inform hon. members that His Excellency 
the Governor has been informed by the 
Secretary of State for the Dominions, that 
if he is willing to accept a fresh term of 
office as Governor of Queensland, His 
Majesty the King will be pre:Pared to 
approve of such an appointment. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER : Intimation to this effect 

was also given to me when I was in 
England, and. accordingly, on my return 
I informed His Excellency that it was the 
unanimous wish of my colleages and myself 
that he should accept that fresh appoint­
ment, if he was prepared to do so. 

HONOl:RABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER : At the same time I 

informed him that I was fully assured that 
such a fresh appointment of five years as 
Governor of the State would meet with the 
general desire of all classes of the com­
munity and would be cordially welcomed by 
the people of Queensland. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

[Mr. M organ. 

The PREMIER: His Excellency accord­
ingly notificcl the Secretary of State that he 
would be willing to accept a fresh appomt­
ment, if such were offered to him, and His 
Majesty the King has now approvnd, rts has 
already been announced, of His Excellency's 
appointment for a second term of five years 
from the elate of the expiration of his pre­
sent appointment-namely, 13th J uno, 1937. 

HoNOuRABLE ME1IBEES : Hear, hear ! 

ADDRESS I:\f REPLY. 

REsc:niPTION OF DEBATE. 

Tho PR!<:'IIIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiucka.1;) [12.41 p.m.], who was T'Cceived 
with GoYt'rtnucnt cheers, :._aid: I desire to 
Sl1cak ln faYour of the rc'·.olutjon and against 
the amendment. 

First of all I extend my congratulati_ons 
to the moV<•r and seconder of the ruol utwn. 
Those DC\V 1n0n1bcrs of Parliament indicated 
in their speeches that they -,vere well 
acquainted with the problems of the clay and 
are capttble of giving goocl service to the 
people of Que0n,lancl. I feel sure that both 
of them will have long and honourable 
political caree-rs and give good service to 
the peovlc of their electorates and the ::ltate. 

I listened with interest to tho Speech of 
His Exc>'llcncv the Governor. I have noted 
from time to 'time t.he wholehearted manner 
in which His Excellency has carried out his 
duties. ThNe can be no doubt that Sir 
Leslie vYilson has been eminently successful 
as Governor of this State. H'is appoint­
ment for a further period can be taken as 
an official recognition of that fact, and will 
meet with the general approval of all sec­
tions of the community. Of this I feel sure. 

The debate on the Address in Reply i.q an 
opportunity for members of this House to 
review the policy of the Government of the 
day. That is the undoubted right of every 
hon. member. It is also the right of the 
Leader of the Opposition to move an amend­
ment to the Address to the effect that the 
Government have no longer the confidence of 
this House. This he has done. In my 
opinion his amendment is futile, time-wast­
ing, and fore-doomed to failure. It is fore­
doomed bee a use the excellent record of the 
Government since its election in 1932, con­
firmed by a record majority in 1935, and 
supported ltv further victmies in the 
by-elections i;, Toowoomba, Brisbane, and 
Bowen. proves that the Government possess 
the full confidence, not only of this House, 
but also of the people of Queensland. 

GovERKMENT MniBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: It is necessary, how­

ever, because of the amendment mO\·ed by 
the Leader o£ the Opposition, that the record 
of the Govf'rnment should be presented 
rather fully. For that purpose it is ~eces­
sary that we should examine the bas1s ~f 
that reoord-i.e .. the policy speeches o~ th1s 
partv deliYercd in 1932 and 1935 respectively. 
I take it that when the Leader of the 
Opposition moved his amendment he 
regarded it as an opportunity to confirm in 
the eyes of the public his sel~tion as 
Leader o£ the Opposition. If he h>tcl suoh 
an intention in mind, then I can only state 
that he has fa.ilod dismally to secure his 
objective. His speech was not that of a 
leader and fell far short of the type that 
oould be expected from his predeceswr. It 
was based Yery largely on hearsay-what 
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somebody said in a refreshment-room, what 
somebody said over the fence-or on sar­
castic propaganda taken from various sec­
tions of the Tory Press. 

'The hon. member dealt extensively with 
the unfortunate position of the relief workers 
at Breakfast Creek, which he used, not to 
make an attack on the basis of the ease 
those men may or may not have, but to 
exploit it k> develop a case against the 
principle of preference to unionists. It is 
not sympathy with men on rotational relief 
work that animates this criticism of the 
Australian Workers' Union. It is based 
on his and his supporters' definite hostility 
to unionism in every shape and form. 

GovERNMEXT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: When in office-having 

the opportunity-they did everything to 
undermine and diminish the aims of union­
ism in the State and Commonwealth. Pre­
ference to unionists is no now policy. It 
exists all over Australia and in many other 
{)Ountries. Preference to unionists and the 
" open shop " is debated and contended in 
every country in the world. The hon. mem­
ber's own ex-Leader, in the person of Stanley 
Melqourne Bruce, when he was Prime Min­
ister of Australia, stated that preference 
to unionists WftS the logic,<JJ corollary of 
()Ompulsory arbitration. 

I take this opportunity of giving a friendly 
warning to the new Leader of the Opposi­
tion. Basing his remarks on hearsay, ne 
made an attack on the lntercolonial Boring 
Oompany. Limited. My reason for giving 
my warning is that men in public positions 
would be well advised never to accept 
ex parte statements. 

Mr. MAHER: I rise to a point of order. 
The Premier has stated that I attacked the 
Intercolonia.l Boring Company, Limited. 
l did not attack that company at all, but 
referred to the policy of the Governrn.ant. 
The remark of the hon. the Premier is 
offensive. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! 

The PREMIER : I am dealing with the 
Intercolonial Boring Company and the hon. 
gentleman's strictures thereon. What are the 
facts? T<mdcrs were called for a number 
of windmills. Tenders were put in and the 
Intercolonial Boring Company's tender was 
.accepted. The Leader of the Opposition 
stated quite definitely-as definitely as any 
words can-that the Intercolonial Boring Com­
pany was only a retailer and imported from 
other Rta tes the com;1onent parts of those 
windmills. If his language meant anything, 
that is a clear and concise statement of his 
case. A condition of the contract was that 
the work should be done in Queensland. The 
hon. member says that that condition is not 
being fL!lfilled. The facts are that the work 
is being carried out in Queensland in the 
works of this company at Yeerongpilly, and 
I am authorised by the manager of that 
company, with whom I h>tve been in touch, 
to invito the Leader of the Opposition or any 
other members of his attenuated party, to 
visit Yeorongpilly to see the work actually 
in hand. 

Mr. ::V1AIIER : \Yho put in the lowest tender? 
The PREMIER : That, Mr. Speaker, 

justifies me in warning the Leader of the 
Opposition with all the friendliness I am 
capable of showing, to be careful of what 
he hears. If he were acquainted, as the 
hon. member for Rockhampton and others 

are, with the works of that illustrious poet, 
Robert Burns, he would know that 

"lltnnour js a lying jade"; 
and that one of the fust elements of I'arlia­
lnentary vvisdom is to disregard rumours 
and to relv at all times upon facts. I hope 
that the lion. the Leader of the Oppositwn 
will accept the advice that _I have given. in 
the spirit in which I have g1ven It, and w1ll, 
in future, follow it. 

I stated, in dealing \vith the question 
whether or not this Government had the 
confidence of the House, that the whole case 
hinges on the policy speeches I delivered on 
behalf of my colleagues in 1932 and in 1935. 
It will be remembered that the 1932 pohcy 
speech, after setting out the case for ': change 
of Government, concluded \nth this state­
ment:--

" I ask you to co-operate with the 
Labour Government in the great work 
of national reconstruction." 

Three years of steady constructive work on 
the part of the Govermnent were sufficient 
to warrant the people in re-electmg the 
Government and the Labour Party With the 
greatest majority in the history of this Par­
liament. The 1935 pohcy speech set out that 
there were hopeful evidences around . us of 
the return to prosperity and that confidence 
in the State had been restored, and It con­
cluded with an appeal to re-elect the Goyern­
ment to carry on the great task of natwnal 
reconstruction. How well that task has been 
carried out, Mr. Speaker, it would take a 
great deal of time to outli1_1e fully, but at 
this juncture in the Address m Reply debate, 
I content myself with settmg out. twelve 
reasons why this Government contmue to 
possess the confidence of this House and of 
the people of Queensland. 

The first with which I propose to deal is 
the increased production of the State .. The 
Leader of the Opposition had to admit-no 
doubt gTudgingly-that that increased pro­
ductivitv had taken place. A test of the 
success "of a Government is the production 
of the State, for producers cannot and will 
not produce under a system of govern_n:ent 
that places them in an insecure positiOn. 
Queensland's recorded production in 1934-35 
was £52 562 000 which was £1,250,000 greater 
than th~t o'f the previous year. 

Primary production showed an increase of 
approximately £400,000, and manufactur~s 
an increase of £1,000,000. These figures m 
themselves, I submit, arc evidence I~ sup­
port of my contention. Queenslan~'s pr_Imary 
production per head of populatw_n JS the 
highest of all the eastern States, bemg equal 
to £32 2s. lOd. This, added to man~factur­
ing production, gives a total productwn per 
head of £46 lls. 4d. On the basis of the 
averao-c familv of three it is £138 per 
famil;. That· this production is regarded 
as satisfactory is indicated by the recent 
" Courier-Mail " industrial SUJ?plement 
which, in a full review of secondary mdustry, 
published headlines such as these :- . . 

" Growth of Secondary Industries I~ 
Aiding Onward March of States. 

"Cement Industry Has Kept Over 
£5,000,000 in Queensland. 

"Brick Making Progress-Upward 
Tendency in Queensland." 

The Leader of the Opposition was conte1_1t 
to repeat stories that he had heard 1n 
refreshment-rooms, over fences, and else­
where, and quoted a newsJ_Japer contention 
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that has no basis at all, as he knows, but 
he took no notice of the Industrial supple­
ment of the "Courier-Mail "-a paper that 
tries-it makes Herculean efforts-to state 
a case for the Opposition. 

Mr. CLAYTOK: It only tries. 

The PRE:LIIIER : It only tries, the hon. 
member for \Vide Bay says. There is a 
world of pathos in that interjection-" It 
only tries." He evidently recognises that 
even the journalists on tho "Couricr-Ma,il " 
cannot accomplish tho impossible. Tho 
"Courier-J.\:Iail/' in its industrial supple­
ment, stated-

"A stmly of t11is snpplcmellt <hould con­
vince tho most sceptical that Queens­
land providu opportunities for vast 
expansion of its .secondary industries, 
side by sic1o y·ith the continued growth 
of those groat primary producing indus­
triu which have built up the pro3perity 
of the State." 

In his endeavour to Luild up a ca~e against 
the Government the Leader of the Opposition 
relied vory largely on factory figures, taking 
the iigures irom 1914 up to the latest avail­
abie. Ho contended that the increase in this 
State had not been eqLtal to that in tho 
other States, and as he was making uso of 
the figmcs I interjected that he was guilty of 
malversation of figures. In dealing with 
nlattcr'3 of Stat-'-\Vido importance it is a pity 
that hon. members opposite will not endea­
vour to place all the fact., before the House 
and the people. Queensland is a State that 
we arc all entitled to be proud of. As I 
said the other day the people who have the 
privilege of being the citizens of this Stato 
and this Commonwealth should thank God 
for that privilegE) every night when they 
say their prayers. If the contentions by the 
Leader of tho Opposition were correct, then 
this Parliament would be called upon to 
consider the position seriously. The facts 
are that the total factory output for the 
whole of Australia declined from £416.000,000 
in 1927-28 to £281,000,000 in 1931-32. So 
that when we deal with the value of factorv 
output and the decline in that value, all facis 
have to be taken into consideration. The 
other States that the Leader of the Opposi­
tion is fond of quoting·-New South Wales 
and Victoria-also suffered heavy declines in 
factory output-and those during periods of 
anti-Labour Governments. In 1'\ew South 
Wales the total factory output dropped 
£67,000,000 from 1927 to 1932, and in 
Yictoria it fell ~way by £35,000,000, whereas 
111 Queensland tt fell £10,000,000. 

The statistics show that there has been a 
decline during the period under review in 
all the States. I point out th11t in order to 
get a correct perspective of all the figures 
dealing with factory output, one must ge: 
the figures in relation to each State on a 
comparable basis. Such fig·ures will indicate 
that the Leader of the Opposition made no 
reference at all to this factor. Take for 
example South Australia, another State 
quoted as being one that was carrying out 
a policy that met with his commendation. 
The falling off in factory output in South 
Australia during this period was £16,000,000 
sterling, and in Western Australia it was 
£4,000,000. 

Mr. MHIER: During what period? 

The PREMIER : During the period I 
have quoted-from 1927 to 1932. Instead of 
the Queensland Government being culpable, 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

statistics wtll ~how that all States showed 
a reduction but that in Queensland there 
has been an appreciable increase since 1932 
in the number of factory employees and 
output. 

I shall go into this matter further at a 
later stage of my speech. I think I have 
said enough under this heading to indicate 
that the figures used by tbe Leader of the 
Opposition are of no value unless they are 
comparable as between all the States. 

The second point I desire to call attention 
to is bank clearings. If Queensland were 
badlY "overnod and if this Government were 
unw;rJtv of the confidence of the House 
it woulci bo found that moncv in circula­
tion woulcl de en .tsc a ·cd indil.stries would 
be stagnant. That pojut cannot be en1pha­
sised too much. It is the velocity of cur­
rency circulation that is the true index of 
prospC'rity or othcnvi8o i1~ t~1e cc\r;n1nunity. 
If that vulocitv increases tt JS obnous that 
cn1plovtncnt hQ s incrc'ascd, and if e:nploy­
rncnt ·ha.; increased it is obvious that more 
people arc receiYing incon1c·.-tboir spend~ 
ing po\vcr has irnproYcd . accordingly. T~e 
cletn·jngs of the ...:\3SOCHlted Bnr:ks 1n 
Brisbane increased by me>rc tbctn £40.000 000 
ster!inc·· in the ftrst three years that thts 
Gover~.,1ncnt 'YC'l'f' in pD\YC'r. The total in 
1932 was £141. 0~0,000 sterling in round 
fio·ures. In 1935 it had iucrea,ed to 
£181.000.000 sb,rling- and, OJs the " Courier­
Mail" stated on 4th .Tanumy, 1935-

" such c1earing~ v.~cro a good indica­
tion of the, trading- and industrial 
1mproYmnent. 

The "Telegraph'' in its financial supple­
ment on 20th Januar;·, 1936, headed ih front 
page-

" Finance in 1935 
Rtoacly in1proven1ent.'' 

The "Telegraph" in its review of banking 
busineco during that year put up the 
heading-

" Banking business was active 1935." 
The excellent bank cleuing figures have 
continued this vcar and the returns for the 
four weeks ended Z7th July, 1936, gave the 
total at more than £15,000,000, whilst the 
half-yearly clearings for 1935 were 
£2,500,000 higher than for the same period 
in the previous year. These figures . are 
proof positive that the gloomy forebo-dmgs 
of the Opposition are unfounded. 

Let me now look at another point, the 
stock exchang<? position. which is regarded 
as a g·ood index of the development or other­
wise of indnstrv. It is well known that stock­
brokers and lnvc'ctors in shares are very 
shrewd judges of investments and are q1~ick 
to feel the effect of Government actwn. 
In Brisbane, in June, 1936, the share market 
was steady and the Queensland Bureau of 
Industry's index of share prices rose to 
103.9, the financial and trading section 
a-dvanced and there were individual move­
mcmts ~hcnving- considerable increases. 
Remember that figure, Mr. Speaker-the 
share price index is now 103.9! During the 
period the Government that the Leader of 
the Opposition supported we.re in po:ver the 
share price index was 69.6. An mcrease 
from 69.6 to 103.9 can be regarded as a, 
verv marked increase and indicativo of the 
imp'rovement in industry that has been 
effected as a result of restored confidence 
under the policy of this Government. 
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The fourth point I wish to make is in 
connection with building operations. Any­
one who has taken the trouble to study 
conditions in any country knows that the 
building operations in a city or a. country 
are a sure indication of its prosperity or 
otherwise. Immediately a slump begins 
building operations are practically brought 
to an end -people arc not likely to extend 
their buildings or their homes if a depres­
sion is imminent. So that. a revival in 
building is a sure indication of reviYa1 in 
industry generally. vVhen the present 
GovNnment came into ,office they lacunched 
out on a building revival scheme as part of 
a general rehabilitation of industry. It was 
a[lpreciated that a lead to indust.rv would 
set priYate building moving, and this has 
followed, with the result that the Queensland 
Master Builders' Association in its annual 
report for the ye:w 1935 set out that build­
ing in Queensland had increased consider­
ably, and in Brisl)ane was 66 pm cent. higher 
than the previous year. The report states 
that the year showed a further upward trend 
in building operations generally the total 
buildings in Brisbane being· 'valued at 
£1,761,000. 

vVhat is true of Brisbane is true ,of the 
whole State. Proof of the confidence of big 
business houses wa-s the start of the erec­
tion by the " Courier-:'Vlail " of a building 
estimated to cost £100.000, by Finney, Isles, 
and Company, Limited, of a building esti­
ma.ted to cost £60,000. by the Australian 
Esta.tes and Mortgage Company, Limited, of 
a building estimated to cost £36.000. bv the 
abattoir of additions estimated to" cost. 
£40,000. l>y the Queensland Egg Board of 
a builrling_ estimated to cost £23,000, by 
T. C. Den·nc and Company Proprietary, 
Limited, of extensions estimated to cost 
£20,000, a.nd many others that could be 
mentioned if time were available. 

The Master Builders' Associ'ation which is 
not a union affiliated with the Lab~ur J'arty 
-and consequently does not come under the 
suspicion with which the Leader of the 
Opposition views dher organisations-paid 
this high tribute to the Government -

" Doubtless the Gon•rnment, stepping 
in as it diJ with its public works pro­
gramme, Tendered a great service to 
building trade industrialists, and to the 
business comrnunit:~ ." 

That in itself,, I repeat, 1s a very high 
tribute. 

Point N" o. 5 is " recent cha.nge·s," and the-;o 
arc set out fullv in the June issue of 
"Economic News," showing that pastoral 
pr,~duction lncrr>ascd in 1935, agricultural 
production has been sbblr. cotton produc­
tion has increased, as has the manufactur0 
of cons: ruction n1atcrlals and log tin1bor. 
It is shown that the number of bricks jll'D· 

duced increased from 13.000.000 to 22 000.000; 
the vahw of output of timber mills from 
£1.250.000 to nearly £2,000,000. and thrtt 
this was followed bv an increase in con­
sumers' demand which has been felt in 
almost ovory industry. 1n '" note on the 
nxternal trade flgurch;, it is ~hown that there 
\Ytts an aggrega t(~ inrrcasP of 3~ pC'r cont. ; 
that interstate trade increased. and overseas 
exports for thf' first ten ·months were 
£1,000,000 in excess of those f.or tho corre­
sponding period in 1934-35. 

But this is not all. It is estimated that 
there is some further £2,000,000 or £3,000,000 

1936-o 

worth of unrecorded production, which 
further improves our position. What I me-an 
by nnrecor·ded production is production that 
is either exported to ,other States or through 
other State ports and consequently is 
crct\ited to those States. 

There is Point No. 6. For a moment 
let us look to the position elsewh ;re. I 
made reference earlier to the production 
per head in Queensland, and showed that 
this was £46. Let me now quote the figures 
for the production in the other principal 
Rtates. During 1934 New South \Y ales was 
closest to Queensland with £45 and then 
came Victoria with £44 9s. Bel. The average 
for the whole of Australia was nearlv £45. 
'I'hesc figures indicate Yery clearly-and they 
arc definitely comparable figures calculated 
for the same period and under the same 
conditions, and are irrcfutablc~that our 
productivity in regard to both agriculture 
and the secondary industries is, on a per 
capita basis, higher than that of any of the 
other States. That is further proof of the 
success of the policy of the Government. 
It is proof of our ability to hold our own 
with the other StateR and this in face of 
the fact that factory production in New 
South \Vales and Victoria is largely con­
centrated, beeause of the great populations 
ccntr0d there and the consequent local 
demand. Hon. members opposite seek to 
argue against that well known fact. Is 
it. not obvious that where there is a large 
centre of population-over a million con­
sumers liYing in one centre-the market 
demand for manufactured articles will b,, 
greater than in the more sparsely populated 
centres of the Commonwealth? And as a 
natural corollary capital and manufacturing 
industries flow to the centres where there 
is an aggregation of population. But a 
complete reply to the charges of the Leader 
of the Oppojtion in regard to factorv output 
and in regard to productivity generally is 
contained in the figures that I have given. 

My seYenth point deals with business 
house'. \Ve find that manv Queensland com­
panies. instead of losing: iround as the 
Opposition seck to declare, ha~e made 
remarkable progres,. It is a remarkable 
t.hing that during the whole period that I 
have been in this Parliament the Opposition 
party, irrcspectiYc of their appellation, at 
any period did eYerything in their power 
to creatE' a lack of confidence in Queensland. 
rrhey have preached a glomny talc as to 
our industries and our achievements. If 
investors had taken notice of the speeches 
oE prominent membcrc of the Opposition 
r10 in,·cstmcnt- would haYe taken place 
in Queensbnd. But fortunately people 
outside this House know better than that. 
They know that the facts I have given are 
correct. They know that the statements 
appearing in the financial review of the 
"Telegraph'' and in the industrinJ review 
of the "Courier-Mail" are far more effective 
documents and far more reliable than anv 
statPments made in this House bv hon. mem:­
bers of the Opposition. I s'uggest. that 
hon. membe1·s opposite when dNtling with 
this important matter do sonwthing to help 
the State instead of clefaming it. As an 
example allow me to take the cas<' of Finney. 
Is!Ps, and Company Limited. In 1931. the last 
year of the Moorc GoYernment, this company 
showed a net profit of just. under £7,000. 
For 1935 the net profit was £54,000. Is that 
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not an indication of greater spending powers 
in the community? 

lVIr. NIMMO: Not necessarily. 

The PREMIER: I am not prepared to 
look upon the hon. member for Oxley as 
an authority on any form of business enter­
prise. The figures I have quoted cannot 
be challenged. vVe know that during the 
period of the Moore Government the spend­
ing pm. er was seriously limited, with a 
result that such firms suffered accordingly 
in their turnover. As employmc•nt grew. 
the imTeused spending power was reflected 
in the greater returns ;;hown by this company 
I have mentirmc·l. I will tell hon. mcmbc1:s 
S0l11ething l11ore. v~-:rhcn the Governrnent 
of hon. mcn1bors opposite \YC're in pO\Vcr, 
curying out their d0flation policv, thev w0re 
supported to some extent by the leading Press 
in 13ri~bano through their lc,adcr f'Olnn1ns. 
which importuned ]:wople to spend less and 
to econon1isc rnore, but at the san1c tin1c 
invited people through their advertising 
columns to purchase clothing. tcdilcs. house 
furnishings and so forth. So bad did the 
situation ~become that it is a >Yell-known 
fact thrrt a number of lal'c;c advertisers 
in Brisbane approached tho newspalwrs 
responsible am! in effect s- id. "Look 
hero, you arc charging us thousands 
of po·nnds per annnn1 for adverti;;:c~ 
ments inviting· pPople to come into 
our vvarchouses and pnrcha-,e our stocks. 
But aftf'r bnYing n1ade those charges upon us 
you ad·nse p0oplc in }~onr editorial colun1ns 
not to :purcha,se any! hing more than they 
ran es01d. Thrv threatened that if the 
policy wa ~. contimicd thcv would withdraw 
their ad.-ertising. Those ai:e facts that c11nnot 
be denied. Incrc•ased spending power results 
in increased ::1 ctivi6es of those firn1s. 
All an and Stark Limited in 1931 showed a 
loss of £4,500 and last year a profit of 
£8,500. an impro.-ement of £13,000 in the 
p0riod under review. 

~1r. MPLLER: Tc•ll us what the spending 
power in New South \Vales was under Lang 
i~ the same period. 

The PREMIER: I am not concerned about 
the spending- pov1--er under Lang. The charge 
is a charge directed against this GovernM 
ment. It is the dutv of the hon. member. 
if he has any case, to put- it forward. So 
far as I mn concerned, as far as I have gone 
I have rcefuted the case put fol",,~ard by his 
leader a11cl by the seconder of the motion. 
No doubt the hon. member for Fassifern does 
not like these' facts being brought to light. 
The reactionary policv that he stands for is 
such that he would like to get the people to 
belie.-e cNtain things. but members of this 
HoTl~c cannot get nway with it in that 
fashion. \Vhat I am sa,~-ing to-day is not so 
much for tho purpose of informing members 
of this House, as to countcro.ct false propa­
ganda outside bY givil'g· to the public the 
facts of the position. 

GoVER:-!MEl\1' METhrBERR: Hear, hear! 

The PRE:\<IIER: McDonnr2ll and East 
Limited showed a loss of £970 in 1931 and a 
profit last year of £13,000. The Brisbane 
Permanent Bank showed an increase' in 
profits of £13.000 ov0r the last f1Ye years. 
Eager and Sons Limited increased its profit 
from £5.000 to £31.000; Queensland Cement 
and Lime Company Limited from £18,00() to 
£25.000; and \Y a.Ikers Limited from £811 to 
£8,702. Those arc just a few illustrations 
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to show the improvement that has taken 
place in well-known companies in Queensland. 

The hon. member for Oxley knows-none 
better~-that the companies in which he is 
interested ha vo done better during the l2.st 
five vcars under a Labour GoYcrnment than 
thev • clirl during t.hn period when his own 
pa1:ty were in power. Those are facts, and 
arc known to him thoroughly; but for pohtl­
cal reawns he would seck to make the truth 
appear otherwise. 

The most eloquent testimony to the success 
of the prc;:,ent Govcrnrnent is forthc01ning 
from thrco companies in 11arybOJ·ough. 
During my .-isit to that city last year I wont 
to one oi the large sawmills there-one of 
the best equipped sawmills I have cv<er seen. 
I refer to H vno and Sons. The ompleyees, 
nu1nbcring 130, assmublerl, and a rcprosentaM 
tive informed m0 on their behalf how deeply 
they appreciated the improvement in their 
wages anfi co-nJjtions as a rc.sult of tl11s 
GovenuncnL's policy, 

:Ylr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. g ntle­
man has n:hausted th0 time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAJ:'\DS 
(Hon. P. l'casc•, Hub ut) [2.21 p.m.J: I 
111ove-

" That the Premier he granted an 
extension of tirr1e to enable hirn to com­
vlctc his ~pccch." 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it the wish of the 
House that an extension of time be granted 
to tlw Peemier to cnablr' him to complete 
his sncech '? 

Ho.::IOVRABLE MEUBERS: Hear, !a ear! 

The PRK\IIER: I thank hon. members 
for their eourtesv. The management of the 
mill endorsed those remarks, and said that 
no words could express the gratitude of the 
firm to the. present Government. Three 
_years earlier, during the torn1 of the Gover~­
ment supported by the Loader .of the OpposJ­
tion. I had in··pcctod the mdl and found 
n1achincs idle and n1cn working on short 
time. Following that second visit I received 
a letter from the dire-ctor of two big com­
panies in ::\Inryborough. ono of which had 
just spent £60,000 on an nxtonsJOn of. plant. 
'I'he directors pointed out that this was 
m·idence of cenficlence in this Government. 
This gentleman was also the dirc<:tor of 
c1 nothcr company wh1ch. he ~tatcd, dunng the 
J\foore period employed only 60 n1on and at 
that tilYH1 \Vi.lS ('Inploying 300 men and was 
busiH than it had been for years. And the 
best te--t of all is employment! 

Evcrv one in this l-Iouso kno·ws that;. in 
the second quarter of 1932. whi(1h was durmg 
the period of the :i'vlooro Government, 
un0mplovmont i'eachr•d its highest point in 
the hist~ry of Quccmland. Tlw Common­
wealth figures showed that 19.9 per cent. of 
trade unionists were unemployed, but that 
tragic figure has been reduced to 8.5 at the 
pre,ent time, >vhich is one .,f the lowest 
points in the history of th.o State. 

Mr. l'/L\HER; r\nd still the 'mcmployment 
relief tax is rctai11cd. 

The PRE:VIIER: The Govcrnmcnt'o 
efforts to relien' unemployment arc well 
known, b11t the Leader of the Opposition 
does not like thc'e facts to he so clearly 
stated. I should lilw to remind him, and 
any other hon. member opposite who inter­
jects, that no interjections from t.hem will 
cause me to deviate one iota from the 
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speech that I have decided to make. They 
would like me to follow side-tracks of dis­
cussion, but having raised the question of 
confidence in the Government, the Leader 
of the Opposition and his f0llowing must 
take their gruel when. it is sened. 

I said earlier in my speech that I would 
deal later with factory statistics. The true 
position is that since 1932, when the Govern­
ment came into power, the output of 
factories in Queensland has risen by almost 
£10,000,000. When we came into office in 
1932 the factory output, in. round figures. 
was £36,000,000, whereas to-day it is 
£46,000,000. The number 0f factories has 
increa<ed during that period from 2,013 to 
2,470 and the number of employees from 
38,325 to 44,778. This is the hest possible 
proof of the benefit of the Government's 
policy and notwithstanding any comparisons 
that the Leader of the Oppositie>n may make 
with past years it stands as a rece>rd 
achievement by the Government. 

Any comparisons of labour must take 
into consideration the advent of the machine. 
It is useless to argue that we ought to have 
50,000 more factory workers to-day than "'C 

had fifteen years ago. The introduction of 
one labour-saving machine often dispenses 
with 1,000 workers. The problem of 
mechanisation of industrv is a factor that 
cannot be ignored in considering factory 
employment That applies also to agricul­
ture. Consider the machinery used in agri­
culture to-day with that used ;erne years ago ! 
Take the machinery used in secondary 
industries compared with that of a few 
years ago ! In my own district some thirty 
years age> there were thirty-three sugar mills 
and to-day there arc eight, but those eight 
sugar mills have a very much greater output 
than the thirty-three mills together. That is 
an indication of the trend in the mechanisa­
tion of industry and I repeat that in dealing 
with factory figures and empl<Yyment in 
factories tho mechanisation of industrv 
cannot he ignored. " 

If we look for a witness te> support the 
Government's case we could not put into 
the box a better person than the Right lion. 
W. M. Hughes, one time Prime Minister of 
the Commonwealth and a member of the 
party to which ban. members opposite 
belong-that is, if they haYo any cC'"hesivP 
party. }\fr. Hughes has a particularly goocl 
knowledge of Que~nsland and its conditions 
and on a recent Yisit to Queensland-not 
his last visit-he paid a tribute to our pl·o­
gre,s. Ho i c. reported in the " ConriCI'­
Mail" of 24th July, 1935, as saying-

" The onlv conclus;on I can rf'ach i:-; 
that Queensland is the most prosperous 
of all the State'. \Vhat struck me since 
my last visit, is the increase in traffic 
beyond all expe: tations, the dozens of 
ne-\v buildings nnd evidence of Yigorous 
commercial and national life." 

In his typical fashion. J\k Hughe~ topped 
this off with a characteristic remark-­
" Remarkable growth. Rcmarlmblc !'' 

The next point in my case deals witl1 
Treasurv ftcrures. In 1932 the deficit of the 
M.oore " Government was me>re than 
£2,000,000. After three years of Labour 
Government the position had improved b:-· 
nearly £2,000.000, for the revenue receipts 
had so improved that the budget was 
almost balanced. Since then we have 
experience-d a severe drought and at the 

end of the last financial vee~r there was a 
deficit of £741,815, which" was most satis­
factory in view 0f the severe drought. The 
Queensland G overnmont' s financial policy 
has been favourably commented upon at 
Premiers' and loan conferences, and the 
Government have, from time to time. been 
commended upon their handling of the 
Trcasurv. 

Addecl to all this, Mr. Speaker, Queens­
land is still in enjoyment of the highest 
basic wage of all the States. We are also 
able (o give our workers the shortest work· 
iug week in the Commonwealt~1, yet, in spite 
of these two important factors compote with 
other States. In spite of the gloomy state­
ment of the Leader of the Opposition the 
poung sterling has "' higher purchasing 
power in Queousland than elsewhere. That 
is a benefit that is felt and enjoyed by 
everyone. Xo doubt the Oppofition are not 
proud of these facts-the htghest wages 
cystem, the best working conditions, the 
least amount of unemployment, and the 
lowest cost of living. ·why, the idea. of hon. 
members opposite, reading between the lines 
of their statements, is in favour of a twenty­
five shillings a week standa.rd such as in the 
case menti-oned by the Leader of the Opposi­
tion ! The Leader of the Opposition argued 
that men should accept 25s. a week and then 
went on to say-he spoiled his case by doing 
so--that the' orchardist concerned was willing 
to pay ls. a bushel for pulling citrus fruits 
in addition to that amount. I asked lnm 
hm\' many bushels could a man pick in an 
hour, and he judiciously refrained from 
answering the qu0stion. Anyone who knows 
auything about the citrus industry knows 
how ridiculous his statement is. The facts 
are, he was merely attempting to build up 
a case on the basis I described, of repeat­
ing 1ncr0 hearsay, so1nething which some­
body told somebody else over the fence, or 
something which some Tory writer told him 
in son1o Tory newspaper. 

The business and prosperity index rating 
'" at May, 1936, was 97.2 per cent., and the 
trend was upward. If evidence were neces­
sarv of the futilitv of this motion and the 
rea"son IYhy the Leader of the Country Party, 
the hem. member for West Moreton, and 
the J>ackr of the United Australia Party, 
the hon. member for Hamilton, arc still 
in opposition, it is forthcoming from the 
Loadot· of the United Australia Party in 
this Parliament. In a speech the hon. 
member for Hamilton made at the Queens­
land \Vomcn's Electoral League he is 
reported in the " Courier-Mail" of 14th July. 
1936. as having said-

" The present apparent hopeless posi· 
tion of the forces op11osccl to Labour 
,;haul cl not he allowed to 1Jc a dderrent; 
the \1endnlnm must swing their way 
sooner or later." 

There is a wealth of truth in those words, 
for in the admis:,ion of the Lr·adcr of the 
United Australia Party, the Country ~arty 
ancl thn United Australia Party arc m a 
hopPlcss position and can only sit down 
with their arms folded waiting for what 
he describes as a swing of the pendulum. 
On thd record of their performances they 
\Yill have to wait a very long time indeed. 

The Leader of the Opposition is always 
in an unfortunate position when he handles 
figures. I interjected when he dealt with 
cel'tain figures that if necessary I would 
((i ve him the assistance of a clerk to help 
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him to work them out. I want to call atten­
tion to the statement made by him in 
reference to loans and subsidies granted to 
local authorities. Followin~ the well­
esta blishod practice of every cl~ss of agitator 
-Tory, Communist, and otherwise-he endea­
vours to pit one section of the community 
against the otl1cr. He attacked the financial 
policy of this Government on the ground that 
more loans and snbsidies were being granted 
to Brisbane than to any other part of the 
State. He thereby ,~hawed the Tory 
agitator's de·)ire to discri1ninatc as between 
the city ~ne\ conntry "·ith thr object of try­
mg to drvwo them from the pomt of v1ew 
of thei1· interests. He made the statement 
that in 1934-35 the Brisbane City Council 
were g:rantcd loans amounting to £97.159 and 
cubsrdrcs amounting to £361.661 while shire 
councils received only £212,000 in loans and 
£176,000 in subsidic:-. The Leader of the 
Opposition claimed that the Government had 
sho\vn di,~cl:i1nination in granting these loans 
and subsidies, but the facts show that the 
on!:, discrimination that has been used is 
by the Leader of the Opposition in his 
selection of the figures. The position is 
that the figures quoted by the hon. member 
for V\- est l'.Iorcton do not show the actual 
amour~t of Ioan,s and subsidies approved by 
the 1 reasury m a part1cular year. The 
real t~st JS not what a local authority has 
spent m one year, but how much money hac 
been appro\ ed by. the Treasury-the rate of 
:f!rogress rs d~tcrmme? :very largely by concli­
t!ons over wh1ch the 1roasurer has no control 
Furthermore, . the hon. member for West 
Moreton Feframed from mentioning that his 
figm:e~ clHl not mcludo loans and subsidies 
to C!ties and towns outside Brisbane. \Vh:v 
d1~ the Le~der of. the Opposition compare 
sh1re councJls outs1de Brisbane with Bris· 
bane? Why did he not have the ordinary 
clecc!JC_Y to take into account the loans and 
subsidiG~ granted to local authorities gene­
rally? The amount of cash advanced to all 
local authorities outside of Brisbane m 
1934-35 was-

Loans 
Subsidies 

£552,365 
331,644 

Those figures place an entirely different 
complex1<~n on the position from that which 
tlJC Ltea<Jer of the Opposition sought to 
convey. _A close analysis of tho Treasury 
returns w1ll sl1ow the Treasury of this State 
has duc r"g<trd to all sections of the com­
mumty alld the needs of e:verv centre in 
Queensland. • 

GOYERXMEXT :\IE31BERS: Hear, hear! 
The PHEMIER: For the financial ye~r 

just conclnclerl Brisbane got no loan monev 
at all. It did get a subsid\' of £330 oo6. 
The• subsidy to tlw country was £498,000, 'and 
loans £686,000. Those fi"ures a"ain show a 
remarkable disparity b.:"twecn "the figureo 
used b•· the L~ader of the Opposition and me, 
the re.:tson bemg that I ga:ve all the figures 
and the Leader of the Opposition onlv ~a:ve 
the par:t that suited him. Imagine assm~ing 
that sh1re council loans outside Brisbane wore 
comparable with expenditure of the Brisbane 
City Council ! 
. Mr. :\I.UfER: Thcs represent the countrv 
!llterests. 

The PREMIER : I am dealing with the 
country interests. Is it not obvious that 
loans and grants to municipalities should be 
taken into account. It is obvious that the 
Leader of tho Opposition supprc,,sed those 
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figures. I have now given them and they 
indicate very clearly that every section of 
the State has received a fair allocation of 
the funds that arc available. 

I claim that during the time at my disposal 
I ha Ye completely answered the case against 
this Government. I have shown a record 
of achievement, of reconstruction and 
development of which any Government have 
a right to be proud. 

GoVERX.:.'IIENT l\1E11BERS: IIear, hear! 
T}Je l'RE~\HEH: When I sav that I am 

not spea}.;:ing Yrith any dogro0. of Co1nplacency. 
I know a g,-oat deal requires to be done in 
Queensland. A g-reat deal requires to be 
dono in the Common wealth. It is tho duty 
of C\-ery citizen of this country to aid its 
development along sound lines'~ that we shall 
build up re~ources whereby people will have 
that standard of comfort, that standard of 
Ji,,iug i\ hich free people have a right to 
c xp~ et and dcrnand in any connnunity. It is 
along the lines of Labour policy that these 
things v. ill be achieved. I feel satioficd that 
tbo ca,-e for the Govermnent is irrefutable. 
lf any pcl'suasion \\ere nccps.jary, anyone 
who hca1·d the Loader of the Opposition 
would decide to give the verdict against him. 
I am suro the vust majority of members of 
this House will vote against the amendment. 
They ,--ill support the Government, as will 
also the people of this State. 

GOYERKMENT 11Eo1BERS: Hear, hear ! 

J\Ir. W. A. DEACOX (Cunninuham) [2.40 
run.]: I li-,tonecl to the remarks of the 
Promicr with much interest, although the 
story he told to-clay was very similar to the 
story he has told us on other occasions. 

The PREMIER : You cannot toll a good 
thing too often. 

Mr. DEL~CO.i\": It gets a bit stale at times. 
Tho story tbat tho Smith Government made 
the world, told year after year, and contain­
ing very much the same figures, gets a bit 
stale. The l'rcmicr compared the conditions 
obtaining in this country under the Moore 
regin10 with the conditions obtainng no1v. 
In order to be quite fair the hon. gentleman 
should have stated the conditions that existed 
all over the world cl uring that period. 

He knows there is an improvement all 
over the world under all Governments. In 
the course ot his speech he quoted a. let~er 
from a 1\1aryborough firm bestowmg pra1se 
on the Government. The hon. gentleman 
ha> made use of that on t,wo or three occa­
sions but he should remember that a few 
months before the receipt of his letter a 
similar epistle had boon received by the 
1\1 oore Government bestowing praise also 
on them. The two !otters, coming from the 
sa.me !inn and in practically the sam_c t:rms 
but to different Gmernmonts, "'ould mdJCate 
that thev were in the nature of a " mwodge." 
1'o mal~~ use of snch a letter to bolster up 
his casf' indicates that he is hard put to it 
for argument''· 

However, the hon. gentleman has made 
one thing perfectly clear and that is that 
to-day, according to him, there is practi­
cally no unemployment in the State. In 
other words, the Government of which he Js 
the loader has solved that problem. Accord­
ing to the hon. gentleman his Government 
have extinguished unemployment. Ho states 
that Queensla.ncl has the lowest ratio of 
unemployment in Australia. NeYert~eless, 
his Government arc collecting the h1ghest 
unemployment relief tax in the world, so 
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far as rny knowledge goes. At least his 
Government are collocting the highest unem­
ployment relief tax in the Commonwealth 
although, according to the hon. gentleman, 
the unemployment is non-existent. He says 
that the disease has bef'n cured. If this is 
so wiF should the people be ta.xed for the 
relief of something that does not exist­
on his own showing? Is it not time that 
the Government were honest in this matter'? 

Mr. vVATERS : \Yho said that unemp1oy-
ment did not exist? 

Mr. DEACON: The Premier said so. 
Mr. WATERS : No, he did not. 
M1·. DEACON; 'l'be :Premier stated that 

the problem was solved. He stated that 
<;:•tieeHsLand had the lowest amount of unem­
ployment. 

Mr. FoLEY : You arc di,tortillg his state­
ment. 

Mr. DK\CO:i'\: I presume the hon. 
gentle1nan knc\V what hn \\as talking about. 

Mr. FOLEY: He did not say it. 

l\Ir. DEACON: He did say iL He stated 
that Qnecmland had the lowBst ratio of. 
unemployment in the Comm.mwealth. 

Mr. FoLEY: He did not Ray that Qucens-
la.nd had so hod unemployment. 

Mr. DEACm-i: He did. 

Mr. SPRAKER: Order ! 
Mr. DEACON; Although Queensland is 

said to have the lowest ratio of unBmploy­
ment in Austra.lia we kno\Y as a fact that 
the Government arc collecting tho highe't 
rate of tax for unemployment relief in thc 
Comm.mwealth. The two things do not 
dovetail. If it is nece,:sary to collect that 
amount of unemployment relief tax there 
must QP the un~rnployment to be relieved. 
If there is no unemployment then the 
Government are not justified in the collec­
tion of that tax. The unemployment relief 
tax was impoc-cd only for a special set of 
circumsf,ances that existed during the depres­
sion period when there was a large number of 
unemployed. However, the Government led 
by the Premier increase-d the amount ot 
unemployment relief tax to three times the 
amount originally imposed. ·I am not at 
all satisfwd with the argumBnt put forward 
by the hon. gentleman. Ho to-day proved 
that the unempl,oyment relief tax is no 
longer necessary and that everybody has 
obtained employment. He showed conclu­
sively that there is no necessity for even the 
original amount of tax to be collected. In 
fact. he made -out a good case for its com­
plete abolition. According to him things 
are back to normal and every industry is 
prosperous, factories are fully employed. 
anrl thoro is greater wealth production. If 
such is the case there must be >York for all. 
At least he made ont a e!Par case for the 
taxpayers' claim for .a considerable reduction 
in the incidence of this taxation. 

In support of his argumont the hon. 
gentleman quoted extensively from an indus­
trial supplement to the Brisbane "Courier." 
I wonld remind him that on the same dav 
the 'Taxpavers' Associati-on issued a state­
ment making a compari,on between other 
States a.nd Queenslimd that >Yas unfavourable 
to the latter. 

In production of all those States there is 
a greater proportional increase. The 
Premier did not quote that. The article 
showed that in Queensland people were taxed 
more than the people in other States-at a 

higher rate in proportion to their income. 
Tho income tax here is the highest in Aus­
tralia. The Premier did not say a word 
about that, although he quoted the same 
paper in support of his argument. 

The Premier has been to England and 
apparently has learned nothin!l", for after 
all his tra.-ols he comes back wtth the same 
ideas as to how this State should be run, and 
with the same speech, not altering a line of 
it. vVo have had nothing from him to-day 
to show how the situation could be improved. 

The matter of the rc·lief tax .and the way 
in ,,-hich it is managed alone would justify 
a vote of no confidcnc·• in this Governn1ent. 
I do not say there is not unemployment. 1 
do not sa v that there arc not m on who need 
relief, because e\·pry man who t"lls the tnlth 
admits that there tll"C nwn who need work 
and cannot got it. There is a necessity for 
public works to keep them going. If the 
Premier were fair he ,,-ould admit that. 
The loan and suh~idv work has this feature 
-to get it a man has~to be on rations. Some 
men will not draw rations at all if they 
can possibl:- lwlp it, but they are told they 
must do so to get this work, no matter 
whether thcv like it or not. Men have told 
me that th~y have nc.-er drawn rations in 
their lives. and would not do it because 
their credit is good and they could live 
>Yithout drawing Government rations. Then 
again. if those men take a job in the off-time 
-ea~ual \YOrk of son1B sort-they cannot get 
on the loan and subsidy work, and the conse­
quence is that in the country n1cn refuse 
work on the farms. because if they take such 
work, even for a few days, they are barred 
fron1 receiving loan vvork. 

Mr. vV. J. CoPLEY: That is absolutely 
untrue. 

Mr. HILTOC!: That is absolutely incorrect. 

Mr. DEACON : It is correct. The hon. 
1nen1bcr does not rnix \vith working men as 
I do. Ho does not know as much about it 
as I do. because he does not talk to them. 
At the same time I kno>Y that men dodge 
casual work because thev want to get on 
municipal and shire jobs \vhere, for a certain 
time, they are on a good rate of pay and 
where on the ayerago they n1ay earn n1ore 
monov than if they trusted to casual work. 

Mr: HlLTON; Yom le:tder said this morn­
ing that they did not want it. 

Mr. DEACON: There are reasons for 
evervthing. There are men who say they 
do not want work, and very often they are 
on relief work and know that· if they ta.ke 
;tnything che they will forfeit their chances 
of getting relief work. It surely ought not 
to be nece,sary to compel a man to dra:v 
rations when he does not wa.nt thmn, 1n 
order that he may have a chance of getting 
this W'>rk, yet that occurs in every district 
in Queensland. The Income (Unemployment 
Relief\ Tax Act does not provide for the 
statut~ry exemptions or deductions that are 
set out in the income tax law, which means 
that the farmer has to pay relief tax on 
almost the whole of his gross ino~me. This 
is a graYe injustice to thP farming com­
munity, especially when it is remembered 
that it is nearly impossible to conduct a 
farm without the use of the family l,a.bour. 
It is vcrv difficult to obtain outside labour 
for farm ;vork and it is extremely difficult to 
rret juveniles. ' It is not fair that equitable 
~xemptions and deductions are not allowed 
for relief tax purposes when )t is nBarly 
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impossible to conduct a farm without the 
aid of the family labour. There oan be no 
·excuse for continuing the present tax, 
especially when there is not the same neces. 
sity for revenue from this source. The 
whole incidence of relief tax needs revising, 
if only to provide for a reasonable statu­
tory exemption. There is certainly every 
reason why the tax should be reduced and 
levied on the net income. 

Mr. KING: IL your argument is good 
to-day then it was good during the period 
·of your own Government. 

Mr. DEACOJ\': No. I did not hear a.nv 
hon. member opposite argue in that ,,.,,~­
when we were in power. They certainly d- I 
not oppose the tax. 

IVlr. KING: \Vhat were your arguments 
·on the proposal'! 

Mr. DEACON: We had to support the 
Bill, which had been approved by the party, 
but there is no reason why the relief tax 
law should be continued without provision· 
for a fair exemption, especially when we 
arc told that the necessity for collecting 
the t~x has dieappeared. According to the 
Premier, we could very easily do without 
the income from reliet tax sources alto­
gether, but I do not agree that we oan yet 
do, without the tax. altogether. I feel th" t 
relief tax must still be collected, but its 
burden should be more equitably distri­
buted over the community. The Premier 
has not intimated that he is prepared b 
remedy this injustice. According to him 
the country is prosperous on account of 
the beneficence of his Government and that 
~h<;ref.orA everything must be right. Still, 
It IS the duty of the Government to remedy 
whatever abuses ar0 apparent from time 
to time, !:!ut apparently they are not prc­
p~red to _remedy anything that will interfere 
:vi~h their .-otes. In these circumstances it 
IS nnposs1blc to havP any confidence in them 
'{)r to believe that thev have good intentions 
for the future. " 

\Ye have no ronodcnce in the Govern­
ment also bee a m<e thev have no intention 
of assisting prirna.ry ·industries generally 
Tl1e Sccn--l_ary for AgricultnrP. in common 
:"it.h other l\JinistNs of "the Crown, 
IR rrlways placmg-_ lmrclens on the primary 
prodr:ccrs. I aclnnt that the hon. gentleman 
JS annnated bv good intentions. but he never 
seems to realise the difficulties that he is 
creating for the rnan on the land. To-dav 
he tabled a. number of regulations that 
~mount to small, annoying, and irritating 
ourdens upon the pi·oduccr. The farmer 
has every reason to cornnlain about these 
little in-it,ating burdene that do vrrv little 
go,od. I a!.so blame the Govcrnmcnt-tht' 
Mini•ter trier] to excuse -them-for their 
delay in a-dministering the Farmers' Acsist­
ance (Debts Adjustment) Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR AomcTL'rT'RR AND flTOCK: 
You must blame your own Federal Govern­
m~nt for that. 

?vir. DEACON: All the other Stcttos passed 
Ads in accordanc'' with the Federal Act and 
they _arc ,being sympathetically administered. 
ComidcrJJlg the fact that the FedPm] Govern­
ment pas,ed their \et first it is not a bit of 
us: . for the Minister to interject. The 
Mn11ster rs now seeking to 0xcuse himself 
but he is io blame _for the position that ha~ 
ar~sen for not passmg a Bill in accordance 
With tho Federal Act. In any case, his 
Government were to blame, as they could 
have ad.-ancod the money. They had the 
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money. They had plenty of loan money 
and they could have come to an agreement 
with the Commonwealth Government and, 
pending amending legislation, advanced the 
money they had to the people who were in 
distress. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE AND STOCK: 
That is absurd. 

Mr. DEACON: It is not an absurd sugges­
tion. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGIHCULTVRE AND STOCK: 
Of course it is. 

Mr. DEACON: It is not, considering that 
the hon. gentleman's Government was to 
blame for not passing legislation to conform 
with tbat passed by the Federal Govewment. 

The SECHETAHY FOR AGRICULTUHE AND STOCK: 
'l'he Commonwealth Government approYed 
of our Bill and later on informed us, with 
apologies, they were sorry but it was not 
quite what they wanted, 

Mr. DEACON: How is that possible? 
The SECHETAHY FOR AGRlCULTJ;RE AND STOCK: 

It is incredible, but nevertheless possible. 
Mr. DEACON: How is it possible? Other 

States had to deal with the same problem. 
They passed legislation in conformity with 
the Federal legislation, obtained the money 
from the Commonwealth Government, and 
distributed it. We are a year behind in 
Queensland. Many of the farmers who 
applied for relief are not able to benefit from 
it now because they have failed altogether. 
Some of their creditors could not wait any 
longer. If help were given then, or even if 
the Government gave an assurance to each 
applicant as to the amount of assistance that 
would probably be allotted in his case, the 
plight of many farmers would have been 
avoided. No assurance has been given in 
any case that I know of. 

The SECRETARY FOB AGRICULTVRE AND STOCK: 
It is only within the last fortnight that the 
Commonwealth Government gave us any 
suggestion at all on the matter, in spite of 
repeated communications, 

Mr. DEACON: I£ the Secretary for 
Agriculture is right now, then his contribu­
tions to the Press at different times were 
quite wrong. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AoruccLn;RE AXD STOCK: 
Oh, no, 

Mr. IJEACO:\': At different times in the 
last twe]ye months paragraphs have appeared 
in the Press refening to the difficulties 
between his Government and the Common­
wealth Gonernment. The Minister must have 
been aware of the present position then, 
other'.y};:c• thoso paragraphs \VOuld noYcr haYc 
found their way to the Press. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTURE AND STOCK: 
There is only one way to correct a legal 
anomaly and that is by putting amending 
legislation through this IIousc. 

Mr. DEACOX: The legislation passed by 
thn hon. gentlc'Inan's G-ovcnnncnt did not 
conform with the Federal Act, nevertheless 
his Govcrmnent could have stopped in and 
assisted necessitous farmers out of loan 
money in anticipation of the money being 
received from the Federal Government. 
There was no ri.,k, as the money would 
e.-entuaily be received from tho Fedora! 
Go.-ernment. If the Government deemed it 
advisable to help the farmers they ocmld 
have found the money, but they woulcl 
take no risk. Had they rcdopted this 
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Gourse a number of farmers would have been 
sa vod from being turned off the land. There 
was no harm in their adopting the procedure 
I suggest, but the Government chose to sit 
down and say, " An amending Bill must be 
put through next year; we must first amend 
tho Act." \Yhy, the Government had nearly 
enough power in the regulations to bring the 
Act into conformity with the Federal Act. 

The SECHETAHY FOR AGRICULTUHE AND STOCK: 
Don't be silly. 

Mr. DEACOi\: A blunder has been made. 
Tho SECRETAHY FOH AGRICCLTUHE AXD STOCK: 

By tho Federal GoYcrnment. 

Mr. DEACON: The StaLe Government 
have not helped in any way to adjust it. 
The? wpparontly did nothing to help the 
Fc·dcral (;o,·crHmellt in the administration 
of their Act, and thus assist farmers 
\vho were in trouble. Had tho farmers 
been unionists they wculd have jumped at 
the opportunity to help them, but because 
the men ill\·olved fanners on tho land, 
they mcr"cly say it not possible to help 
them until amending legislation is brought 
dowll. The Government have blundered 
badly in this matter. I do not blame them 
so n1uch fol' lhn faulty nature of their lcgislaM 
tion as I do for not doing something when 
they fonnd thnt the legislation \Vas wrong. 
They could h'lYc ac!Yanccd tlw money to 
the farmers in distress, or they could haYe 
inf,,}rrncd the applicants for relief whether 
their applicaLions wol1ld be accepted or 
rejected. SouP of the creditors waited. 
Oth~rB conld not) and ha.d to go into po':l­
session 

The SF.CRETAR'{ FOR ACRICl!LTI 1RE AKD S'l'OCK: 
In those c.-L~t''~ it j~ Yery doubtful whether 
they could have got aesistance under the 
rural credit scheme. 

Mr. DEACOX: As I interpret the Act 
any man \YOrthy of as,istance could haYe 
got it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRlCULTURE AXD STOCK: 
That is not the Act. 

Mr. DEACON: ProYided the creditors 
were willing to forgo a certain a1nount. 

The SECRETARY FOR "\GRICCLTCHE AXD STOCK: 
The Act says: proYided the man has a 
reasonable, chance of r0suscitating his fanu. 

Mr. DEACON: That meant that eYery 
man had a chance of obtainin~ assistance, 
because nobody contracts a dPbt greater 
than the value of his asset. No creditor 
will advance an an10unt over and ubove 
the value of the farm. 

The SECRETARY FOH PCBLIC lNSTRCCTIO>; 
interjected. 

Mr. DEACO::'-J: The hon. the :\linister 
oug-ht to know that trades people sometimes 
want their monev and cannot w:1it. Thev 
may require what" is owing to them in orde.r 
that they may moot their "bligations m· 
satisfy the bank that they will be able to 
pay a cert.ain amount in a specified time. 
Nothing has been done to afford help to 
thece people. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE AND STOrK: 
\Vc have bct~n writing i-o the Connnon­
wealth until we arc sick of it. 

Mr. DEACON: The Minister should have 
ceased writing to the Commonwealth and 
tried writing to people who would reply. 
He could have madll " reasonable agree­
ment with the Commonwealth that the 
m0ney would come forward. Owing to their 

omission in this regard the Government do 
not de",,cne the confldence of the country. 
I sincerely trust that the Act will be 
amended in sl],ch a way as to obviate any 
confusion. 

I hope the Minister will hasten to grant 
assistance to those who are eligible to 
receive it, because it is urgently llocessary 
in many cases. 

\Vere it not for the fact that the Secretary 
for Public Instruction interrupted a whilb 
ago I might have forgotten one of his 
shortcomings. I might have forgotten that 
the Minioter visited an area in the Warwick 
district with the hon. member for 'Warwick 
where the number "f children J id not reach 
the number considered nm":S>ary by the 
department before a ochool can be opened. 
NovcrthfJle~s. the ~finist0r had a school 
C'pcned at this centre and made a great 
boost of it. During this year scyeral schools 
haYe been closed down in outlying districts 
in my electorate, and every country member 
can sa:: t hP "arne regarding his e1er:torate. 
Each sc;wol that was closed in mv electnr,atc 
had more children attending ic than attend 
the school that was opened bv the Minister 
in the 'Warwick electorate. That school rs 
still open, y<'t at the ,came time other schools 
arc being dosed and the children brought 
nuclcr the conespondence system. The 
children of farmers in the outlying districts 
are entitlod to at ]oast equal educational 
facilities as are c!1joyed by the children in 
more populous districts. Whilst I aclmit that 
the correspondence system is a good one 
whore it can be availed of, it is not suitable 
for thoee children whose parents have very 
\it.tle time to help them in their studios. 
In those cases the schools shou le! not be 
closed when the n.ttcnda.ncc falls below a 
certain number. I do not dPsire to mention 
the name of the school opened by the 
Mini,tor. The hon. gentleman can obtain 
from his departmc,nt the names of schools 
in countrv di,tricts that have been close·d. 
In order ·to assist those people in tlw out­
lying places the number of childrer:· 
required before a school cm be openec! 
should be lowered. The number of children 
necessarv to keep a school open should be 
much srnaJler than the minimum at presPnt 
required by the Department of Public 
Instruction. Monev is being saved at the· 
expense of the childrpn and their education. 

The SECHETARY FOR P1:nLIC IKSTHcCTIO:>< : 
It would mean a higher rate of taxation. 

Mr. DEACON : Perhaps it would mean 
that the playgrounds at some of the crty 
institutions would not bo so brilliant. It 
mig-ht mean that some of the city schools 
WDlild not have the amount expended on them 
as at pre~ent, but it must be remembered 
that children in the city areas have other 
facilities for education. This is not the 
case in tlw outlying districts of the State, 
and greater consideration should be given to 
their needs. That much more than anything 
else shows that the Government are not 
worthy of the confldenoe of the people. 

Mr. JlRA:'\D (I si") [3.13 p.m.]: It gave 
me great pleasure to hear the announce­
ment this morning made b:,· the Premier that 
His Excellency the Governor, Sir Leslro 
\Yilson, had accepted a further term of five, 
years in that capacity. Pleasing as I believe 
it was to the members of this House, I am 

' sure it \Yas just as pleasing to the people 
of tho whole of the State. At least I can 

Mr. Brand.] 
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speak for the vast area that constitutes the 
electorate I represent in this Parliament. 
From his exalted position. Sir Leslie Wilson, 
dming extensive travels throughout Queens­
land, has given the benefit of his experi­
ence and said encouraging words to the 
primary producers and others of the country 
districts. He has offered them advice worthy 
of acceptance and this has acted as a spur 
to them to continue the great task that 
thev have in hand-to increase the wealth 
pro-duction of Queensland for the benefit of 
Queensland. 

:My congratulation, arc offered to the hon. 
member for West Moreton upon the excel­
lent speech he made this morning in his new 
role of Leader of the Opposition. He drew 
attention to the grave disabilities that exist 
in this State and moved an amendment to 
the Address to the effect that the Govern­
ment do not possess the confidence of this 
House. In his reply to the amendment the 
Premier made use of the return of members 
<Jf the Labour Party in the by-elections in 
the Toowoomba, Brisbane. and Bowen elec­
torates. In my opinion that is not a full 
justification nf the contention that the 
Government po~,ess the confidence of this 
House. If figures can speak at all they 
;my that the Labour Party has lost a consider­
about amount of support in the respective 
.areas. Throughout Queensland people are 
realising that the Government are not all 
that they claimed to be at the last election, 
and that the State is in need of an Adminis­
tration that is more progressive and at least 
will indicate to the people that Queensland 
is going further along the road to progress. 
What would be the position in this State if 
we were again faced with the depression 
"()f 1929-1932? Recently the Cabinet of the 
Commonwealth Government held a meeting 
in Brisbane. and during their sojourn in 
this city its members made many public 
statements. The Prime Minister made it 
clear that " Ev<:>ry day in every way Aus­
tralia was getting better and better," but 
in no instance did he indicate that he had 
fulfilled his mission. He realises that there 
is much yet to be done for this g-reat 
Commonwealth of Australia. The Prime 
2\Iinisfer has stated that there is g-eneral 
prosperity throughout the whole of Aus­
ttalia, but for this some credit must be 
given to legislation that has been passed in 
the Commonwealth Parliament. There has 
been a general improYomcnt in Queensland 
in common with the other States. 

Listening to the Governor's Speech 
yesterday. I think we were all seized of the 
fact that if one 0xclud<:>d from it the tributes 
of praise of the Goycrnment. and what had 
been done over the past twelve months, one 
would find it a colourless and uninspiring 
document. There is no indication in its 
pages that we can expect relief from the 
terrine taxation that falls upon the people 
of th1s State. There is no indication that 
we are likely to participate in any consider­
able activity in that development of new 
industries that is so desirable in the interests 
of the people of this State. On the other 
hand, on looking round one finds dissatisfied 
sections in every part of the State-citizens 
of Qummsland who are demanding something 
better than their present condition~. I stand 
with all those people who believe that we 
should march on to greater progress, and 
that, the depression having lifted. we should 
Jay down a programme in this House that 
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will mean a greater prosperity for every 
person within the State. 

I listended with great interest to the 
mover and seconder of the motion for the 
Address in Reply yesterday, and congratulate 
those two young men on their discourses. 
Each of them gave his unbounded blessing 
to the Government and claimed that the 
Government of the day had brought about 
a paradise in Queensland. I was surprised 
to hear that they regard the wages paid in 
this State with pride. Personally, I am 
of opinion that the present basic wage is 
lower than it was in 1932. 

Mr. \VALSH: Give us the proof. 
Mr. BRAND: The hon. member for 

Mirani asks for the proof. In 1932 the basic 
wage was £3 14s. a week, and the cost of 
living index in that year was 704. In May 
last the cost of living index was 758-an 
increase of 7. 7 per cent. In other words, 
the basic wage to-day, compareJ with that 
of June 1932, is £3 Ss. 4d. I ask, Mr. 
Speaker, whether any member of this House 
looks upon that as an effective wage with 
any measure of pride. I at least do not. 

Mr. MANN interjected. 

Mr. BRAND: If the hon. member for 
Brisbane can get a great deal of satisfaction 
from such a statement, he is entitled to it . 
At least I will say that I cannot understand 
how people earning that small wage are 
able to exist and to bring up families in 
our country. 

Mr. POWER: Your relief S<'hemc provided 
for 17.o. for a man and his wife. 

Mr. BRA::\fD: The hon. member is always 
referring to what happened in the depression 
years. I should like to ask him if he wishes 
me to refer to the unenviable record of the 
Labour Administration in the Federal sphere 
during that period. I should like to ask 
him if he has followed the history during 
that same period of all the States of 
Australia whose rulers came from the Labour 
Party. We know that at that time Australia 
was governed by four Labour Governments 
and three anti-Labour Governments, and it 
is the Labour Governments of Australia that 
must stand r<>sponsible for the heavy reduc­
tions that took place in all w&ges throughout 
this Commonwealth. 

Mr. iVIAXWELL: Hear, hear! 
Ilir. BRAND: The then Premier of Queens­

l,and, Mr. Moore, had no alternative but to 
accept the advice of the then Prime Minis­
ter, Mr. Scull in, and intr,oduce a Bill to 
reduce the salaries of public servants and 
other controllable expenditure. But be it 
said to the credit of the then Premier, the 
wages of the workers in this State were 
reduced to a lesser extent than those in any 
other State in Australia, even those con­
trolled by Labour Governments. Even 
though the present Premier, in Opposition at 
that time, relentlessly criticised the actwn of 
the lYioore Government in reducing the wages 
of the workers, to-day he is claiming that 
they were better treated than the workers 
in any other part of Australia. Only 
recently, when replying to a deputation from 
the public service unions--

The PRE~IIER : That is tedious repetition. 
That has been said already. 

Mr. BRAND: I have not heard it yet. 
After Mr. Bolger had spoken, the Premier 
replied that the wages of the workers in this 
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State had not been reduced to the same 
extent as those in other parts of Australia. 
In other words he intimated that the Moore 
Govcrnmcnb had not reduced the wages of 
the workers in this State to the same extent 
that they had been reduced by Labour 
Governments in other States. I can quite 
understand tho uneasiness of the Premier at 
my recalling to his mind his remarks to the 
members ol the deputation from the public 
service unions when Mr. Bolger reminded 
him that in the anti-Labour governed 
States the cuts were being restored. In 
the Federal public ser1·ice full restora­
tion has been made to all officers in 
receipt of a salary not exccccling £474 per 
annum, and in Victoria the Country Party 
Government have remitted all salary cuto. 
vVe claim that in this State we have not yet 
reached the 1929 wage level nor is there any 
indication in the Governor's Speech that 
that is the objective of the Government. 
Throughout the length and breadth of 
Queensland th-2re is a clamour by all sections 
of the people that we should get back to the 
pre-clepression level. We can recall that 
in his policy speech delivered at Mackay the 
Premier clearly intimated to the people that 
it was the intention of his Government to 
return to that level and we look forward to 
the fulfilment of his promise. Of course wo 
recognise that it is impossible for the Govern­
ment to give full effect to their programme 
during their first term of office of three 
years. The present Government are in their 
fifth year, but the wages to-clay are still 
lower than when they assumed office in 
1932, and the economic condition of the 
working man has improved only to the 
<Jxtent of the general improvement that has 
taken place throughout Anstralia. 

Mr. WALSH: God help the people if your 
party is returned to power for another three 
years. 

Mr. BRAND: The hon. member for Mirani 
fears that my party may be returned to 
power, and I can quite appreciate his 
uneasmess. There is no intimation m the 
Governor's Speech that the so-called pros­
perous times that prevail to-day are to 
continue for a reasonable time. 

Speaking during the election campaign 
in 1935 at Mackay, the Premier said that 
the aim of Labour was to give each and 
every individual the utmost opportunity to 
achieve a. full and complete life. He went 
on to say that it was the policy of his party 
to assure the right to live, the right to 
work, and the right to enjoy life. The 
Leader of the Opposition has alrea.dy dealt 
with the peculiar position of the workers 
formerly engaged at Breakfast Creek. l do 
not desire to go over the same ground that 
has been covered so cffec~ively by him, but 
I want to ask the Prenner : Does he con­
sider that the Breakfast Creek workers 
have the right to enjoy life? From one end 
of Queensland to the other to-day there IS 

evidence that workers are meeting for the 
express purpose of helping the Breakfast 
Creek workers in their demand for justice. 
The Secretary for Labour and Industry does 
not seem to be able to adjust this difficulty. 
Here is a small section of workers dissatis­
fied with their position. They claim that 
they are entitled to certain advantages. The 
Government are not he! ping them and the 
Minister is incapable of straightening out 
the position. No Government has a right 
to allow such a. condition of afl'airs to exi'-t. 
a condition that affects all the people of 

this State. Recently, a body of workers 
in North Queensland met and voted a sum 
of money to assist the Breakfast Creek 
workers in their distress, and in forwarding 
that money claimed that it had been voted 
at a properly constituted meeting of the· 
Australian vVorker~' Union. ,Here is a 
properly constituted meeting of members 
of the union in question meeting and dis­
cussing the plight of the workers eoncerned 
and criticising the action of the Govern­
ment in the matter. 

I claim that the policy of the Governm~nt 
is not being carried out, that the effective 
wage of the workei', is much less than what 
has been stipulated to be the basic w-age, 
and that the intermittency of work is sue h 
that it is questionable whether the averag& 
nomadic vvorker is averaging £2 a week. 
That being the case it cannot be said that 
the G.overnment arc successfully conducting 
the affairs of State. We all know that this 
is a State of great potentialities. Possibly 
no State in the Commonwealth has greater 
potentialities. 

Mr. KING: Now, do not defame the State. 

Mr. BRAND: I am not defaming the 
State. I will not defame the State of wh;ch 
I am a native. I am only concerned with 
its progress. and welfare, no matter what 
Government may be in power. 

We are deeply concerned with the future> 
and what may happen should another 
depression arrive. lt is quite possible that 
a disturbance in the economic position may 
occur at any time because this State has no 
control of the monetary machine. That is 
controlled by the Federal Government. 

We are anxious 'to see that industry 
should be successful · and prosperous. On 
the 5th July last, I observed in the cfty 
Press, the following statmeut purporting 
to be an interview in London with Mr. L. 
Withal!, Secretarv of Associated Chambers 
of Manufactures of Australia:-

"He predicted big industrial develop­
ments in Australia within twelve months, 
involving the investment of millions of 
pounds of English capital. Factones 
are shortly to be opened in the Com­
monwealth for the manufacture of several 
basic commodities not yet made in Aus­
tralia. These include many iron and 
steel products, cotton textiles, phar­
maceutical and chemical goods, a.nd 
supplementary lines. Half a 111illion 
capital will be invested in cotton alone." 

It is very pleasing to know that there is 
a likelihood of new capital entering Aus­
tralia for the development of our sec.mdary 
industries, especially industries which are 
'not ,established to-day. Queensland sup­
plies much of the raw material for the 
secondary industries of the Commonw_ealth, 
and as she possesses that raw matenal 1n 

abundance we are anxious to know what the 
Government are doing to divert the ftmv of 
some of that capital to this State. It rs 
helieved by many persons that the high rate 
of taxation in this State and tbe heavy 
deficits it has had. as compared with other 
States in the Commonwealth, have a 
deterrent effect to the entry of new capital 
into this State. The people of Queensland 
will suffer greatly if this State does n0t 
obtain its fair share of that new capital. It 
is all very well to say that the capital of 
countries operating in Queensland already 
has been increased and that the price of 
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their stocks is very high. We know that 
the vaiue of those stocks is not affected by 
conditions in Queensland alone. There are 
many factors to be considered. 

The posit.on of other States is such that 
'Queensland is likely to looe, and consequently 
I hope the Go'. ernmcnt will realise the 
necessity for duYoloping ne\v jndustries here. 
Only recently an application was made by 
one of the biggest org·anisations in the State, 
Mount lsa Mines Limited, for rights 1 o 
enable it to undertake further development, 
yet, I understand, that application was not 
agreed to by the Cabinet. The result may be 
the lms of investment of capital in the 
State that would have had the effect of 
creating further employment in new indus­
tries. The Government are in the position 
Df a board of directors and they should do 
their utmost to encourage the establishment 
of industries that would create permanent 
employment for our citizens. The object of 
the Country Party is to assist to develop 
industry with that objective. 

As a primary producers' party we appre· 
-ciate the fact that unless the great body of 
people have a high purchasing power they 
will not be able to pay to the primary 
,producer the price that he desires for his 
commodity. The viewpoint of the primary 
producers should be considered, because they 
are a very important section of the com­
munity. Although they create most of the 
wealth they reoei ve but a small portion of 
it in 1·eturn for their labour. The Governor's 
·Speech gives no indication that the primary 
producers of this State will receive improved 
prices for their commodities. 

I listened with interest to the remarks 
relating to tlie visit of the Premier to 
England in defence of the sugar industry. 
They would lead one to believe that the only 
man who went to England to help the sugar 
industry was the Premier of this State. 

At 3.38 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES (Mr. H.anson, 

Buranda) relieved Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

Mr. BRAND: That is not so. The interests 
of the sugar industry have been defended by 
many ·people who have rendered a great 
service to the industry. 

It was gratifying to learn that the Sugar 
Agreement has been renewed for a further 
period of five years, and that renewal has 
been approved by the Federal Parliament by 
an Act. lt is as well to recall the fact 
that it was the present Federal Government 
that first gave security to that agreement by 
legislative enactment some years ago, and 
thus did a great service to the industry. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: You are not finding fault 
with the agreement? 

Mr. BRAND: The only fault I can find 
with the agreement is that it is not as 
favourable as the one arrived ut by the 
lVIoore Government. I recognise that the 
sugar industry is a very iruportaut one in 
this State and plays a great part in the 
economic life of our people. 

The SECRETAR:i FOR LABOC'R AND INDUSTRY 
interjected. 

Mr. BRAND: Its value to our economic 
life cannot be overestimated, as the Secretary 
for Labour and Industry knows. It is an 
industry of great importance in agricul­
tural activities within our tropical region. 
It is the only industry that has satisfactorily 
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settled population along our north-eastern 
seaboard. In that respect I have found that 
the sugar industry has receiycd tho full 
support of every political 'party in this House. 
Generall,>' speaking, Gm-crnments in Queens­
land take considerable notice of the organisa­
tions within the industry in all matters that 
require )pgislatiYc enactment. I believe also 
that in dealing with all matters requiring 
admiul~trative attention, ~linisters give to 
the sugar organisations an opportunity to 
express their views. 

Yesterday I listened with interest to the 
hon. member for Bowen. He made refer­
ence to the sugar industry, particularly to 
the speech made by the Premier at Mackay 
wherein the hon. gentleman suggested that 
the industry should get down to a datum 
point and make adjustments to that point. 
There is a good deal to be said for the 
remarks made by the Premier, but he left 
the position very vague, For a considerable 
numl:)er of years the organisations within the 
industry have been endeavouring to get 
down to a datum point. At Mackay the 
Premier made reference to his visit overseas 
and said:-

" The lYioore Government gave effect 
to the peak year scheme. Since then it 
has been found for ono reason or another 
the peak year scheme has not been given 
effect to to the extent that it was antici­
pated, for the reason that most cane­
growers look at it from their own 
individual point of view. There is too 
much individualism in the industry and 
not enough appreciation of the need for 
collective security." 

I know of no body of people in this State 
who have a higher regard for collective 
security than those engaged in sugar-growing. 
Almost every year the canegrowers meet in 
conference and at such conferences atten­
tion is given to the peak year scheme and 
its effect upon the individual and the 
industry as a whole. As a matter of fact, 
the scheme was established in 1929-30 by the 
Moore Government on the recommendation 
of the sugar growers' organisations of this 
State, organisations that the then Premier 
was pleased to call the Parliament of the 
sugar-growers. The conferences to which I 
refer have always upheld the principles_ of 
the present peak yrar scheme. Po'·Slbly 
there have been ,one or two instances in which 
it has not worked as well as was expected, 
but on almost every occasion there has been 
a unanimous decision of the canegrowers in 
conference, both of the Queensland Cane­
growers' Council and the Australian Sugar 
Producers' Association, to confirm the prin­
ciples of the scheme. Consequent on the 
disabilities that exist and the prominence 
given to them I cannot see how any Govern­
ment can overlook the mature decisions of 
the Lanogrowers and the industry as a whole, 

It has to be remembered that the sugar­
growing iudustry developed rapidly. vVheu 
the peak year scheme was established iu 
1929-30 it gave to the miils the right to set 
their peak. Each mill was to say what 
was its peak year-either the higbcst crush­
ing point up to and including the year 
1929 or twenty weeks of its estimated crush­
ing capacity. Thus arrived at. the peaks 
established a total tonnage of 611,000 tons. 
vVe in Queensland produce moct of the sugar 
of Australia. In New South \Vales there 
are only three mills, and in Victoria only 
some beet sugar is grown. In Queensland 
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b . 
alone our total production in 1934 was 611,727 
tons, of which we exported 324,828 tons, and 
of the amount exported 69,659 tons was 
excess sugar over the peak. In 1935, of a 
total production of 612,299 tons, the amount 
exported was 339,675 tons, the excess being 
45,251 tons. It is this excess sugar that Js 

worrying the industry, and I felt that the 
Premier was speaking on that matter in 
Mackay. 

The PREMIER: Quite so. 
Mr. BRAND: I am pleased t-o have that 

assurance. It is on this point that th...~ 
organisations have expressed a desire to get 
back to their peaks by the year 1937, an<J. 
the reasons are quite obvious. For tho 
sugar grown in Australia we regard a fair 
pnce as £24 a ton for 94 net titre, t<Lking 
into consideration the cost of producti·on 
The exportable surplus was sold in 1934 at 
£7 lls. 3d. a ton and in 1935 at £7 Ss. 9d. 
a ton. It is quite obvious that it is impos­
sible to produce sugar for that amount 
under the conditions that prevail in thi> 
white man's country, and consequently the 
organisations are anxious that we should 
get back to the production of the peak year. 
I hope that the speech of the Premier at 
Mackay means that he proposes to give 
some attention to that matter. He said that 
the sugar growers themselves should rectify 
the position, but we know that an Order in 
Council could bring about the very thing 
tha.t he desires. From His Excellency's 
Speech one assumes there is no likelihood of 
any such action, but the Government should 
realise that the desires of the canegrower~ 
are sound. The difficulty is accentuated Dy 
the fact that in Queensland this year wt• 
expect to produce 671,000 tons of bag sugar, 
and perhaps when it is brought down to 
94 net titre and with a possible increase 
in the production we may have in this State 
alone 700,000 tons. We cannot over-estimate 
the significance of that. 

The PREMIER : The estimate for this year 
is 720,000 tons. 

Mr. BRAND : That is the latest estimate 
for Australia-33,000 tons is for New &outh 
Wales. At all events, in many of th~ 
districts where people are complaining of 
the etiects of the peak year scheme they 
have themselves to blame. When the peak 
year system was established, it involved 
extreme care by the Central Cane Pnces 
Board in fixing assignments, and ever smce 
that date the board has asked the cane­
growers and the millers what were their 
wishes in the matter. lf one of those bodies 
objects to the assignment, the board does 
not give it consideration. In many cases 
I have found that the growers have not 
fulfilled their function. They seem to thmk 
that, say, Tom Jones or Bill Smith is a 
very good sort of chap and should be 
entitled to smnething and they do not object 
to his having a little more land assigned to 
him. Then he is producing above his quota 
and with the peak year scheme in mind forces 
his land up to the limit to get the greate0t 
quantity in what is called No. 1 l'ool. The 
position is very serious and deserves more 
consideration than it has had. Let us hope, 
that !or the sake of this great industry, 
which means so much to the life of our 
people, it will haYe that attention that 
the sugar organisations desire. 

At 3.53 p.m., 
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Question-" That the w0rds proposed to 
be added (Mr. Maher's amendm~n~) be SO> 

added "-put; and the House divided:-

AYES, 15. 

Mr. Bell 
Brand 
Daniel 
Deacon 
Edwards 
Maher 
Maxwell 
M organ 
Muller 

Mr. Brassington 
Bruce 
Bulcock 
Cl ark 

NOES1 

Cooper 
Copley, P. K. 
Copley, W. J. 
Dash 
Donnelly 
Duggan 
Dunstan 
Foley 
Gair 
Gledson 
Hanson 
Hayes 
Healy 
Hi! ton 
Hislop 
Hynes 
Jesson 

Mr. Nicklin 
Nimmo 
Plunkett 
Russell 

39. 

'Pellers: 
Clayton 
Walker 

Mr. Kane 
Keogh 
King 
Larcombe 
M ann 
M cLean 
Mull an 
O'Keefe 
Pease 
Power 
Riordan 
Smith 
Stopford 
Walsh 
Williams. H. 
Williams, T. L. 

Tellers: 
Colllns 
Conroy 

Resolved in the negative. 

Mr. DUGGAN (Toowoomba): I move the­
adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
Resumption of debate made an Order of 

the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 4.5 p.m. 




