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SBJCOND SJ~JSSION OF '.L'HE 'f''\VEN'.FY-SlGVI.;JN'l.'T-I 
P ~"'-RI~lAM.lCNT' 

APPOINTED TO MEET 

AT BRISBANE ON THE ELEVENTH DAY Ol!, AUGUST, IN THE :FIRST YEAR OF THE 
REIGN O:F HIS MAJESTY KING EDWARD VIII., IN THE YEAit O:F OUR LORD 1936. 

TUESDAY, 11 AUGUST, 1936. 

OPENING OF PAHLIA:MENT. 
Pursuant to the •proclamation by His 

Excellency the Governor, dated 21st July, 
1936, appointing Parliament to meet this 
day for the despatch of business, the House 
met at 10 o'clock a.m. in tho Lcrsislative 
Assembly Chamber. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
took the chair. 

The Clerk of t•hc Parliament read the 
Proclamation. 

DEATH OF KING GEORGE V., AND 
ACCESSION OF KING EDW ARD VIII. 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERXOR. 
The PREMIER presented the following 

message from His Excellency the Governor-
" The Governor acquaints the Legisla­

t.ive Assembly, in accordance with the 
provisions of the fourth section of the 
'Constitution Act of 1867,' that Our late 
Beloved Sovereign King George the Fifth 
of Blebked and Glorious Memory, 
departed this life at Sandringham on the 
twentieth day of January, one thousand 
ninB hundred and thirty-six, and that on 
the twenty-second day of January, one 
thousand nine hundred and thirty-six, 
His Most Gr11cious MajE",ty King Edward 
the Eighth was duly and lawfully pro­
claimed at Brisbane as King, by the 
GracB of God. of Great Britain, Ireland, 
and the British Dominions beyond the 
Seas, DefendBr •of the Faith, Emperor of 
India. 

" The Governor further acquaints the 
Legislative Assembly that, before Mem­
bers thereof sit and vote as such, it is 
necessary that thoy should takB or maKe 
the Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance to 
His Moet Gracious Majesty, as required 
by the Act hereinbdore mentioned. 

" GovBrnment House, Brisbane, 11th 
August, 1936." 

The Clerk read the message. 

1936-B 

OATH OF ALLEGIA:'\CE TO KING 
EDW L\RD VIII 

Tho PRE::.JIER produced a commi,sion 
under the public Ecal of the State, empower­
ing him, tho Hon. Pcrcy Pease, the Hon. 
Mauricc l'atrick Hyncs, and the Hon. 
Gcorgo Pollock, 01· any one or n1ore of 
them, to administer to all or auy members 
or member of the House the oath or affirma­
tion of alleg·iance to His Majesty King 
Edward VIII., which commission was then 
read to the House by the Clerk. 

:MEMBEHS SWORK 
The Commissioners (the Hon. 'vVm. 

Forgan Smith, Hon. Percy Pease, Hon. 
Maurice Patrick Hynes and Hon. Gcorge 
Pollock) having been themselves previously 
sworn before His Excellencv the Go,:ernor, 
then administered the oath or affirmation 
of allegiance to all other members present, 
namely:-

Mr. Roy Mackenzie Bell. 
Mr. William Alfred Brand. 
Mr. Samuel John Brassington. 
Mr. J•ames Clark. 
Mr. Erncst Henry Collet Clayton. 
Mr. Harold Henry Collins. 
Mr. Charles William Conroy. 
Mr. Patricl< Kerry Copley. 
Mr. William John Copley. 
Mr. William Arthur Deacon. 
Mr. Thomas Dunstan. 
Mr. J ames Braidwood Edwards. 
Mr. Thomas Androw Foley. 
Mr. Vincent Clair Gair. 
Mr. David Alexander Glcdson. 
Mr. Edward Joseph Hanson. 
Mr. John Vincent Hayes. 
!1/Ir. John J•OSBph O'Connor Healy. 
Mr. Paul Jerome Remigius Hilton. 
Mr. Roland William Hislop. 
Mr. Cecil George Jesson. 
Mr. James David Kane. 
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Mr. James Patrick Keogh. 
Mr. William Thomas King. 
l\1r . • T am os Larcombe. 
Mr. Edmund Bode M ahcr. 
:i\Tr. James Francis Maxwell 
:V1r. Bernanl l\fcLean. 
Mr. Arthur Edward 1\Ioore. 
Mr. Godfrey l\lorga.n. 
Mr. John Mullan. 
Mr. Adolf Gustav Muller. 
::Y1r. Gcm·ge Francis Hcuben Nicklin. 
:Y1r. 'I'homas Nimmo. 
Mr. Thomas Flood Plunkett. 
Mr. Willia.m Power. 
Mr. Hugh McDiarmid Hussell. 
l\fr. Gc01·gc Cuthbert Taylor. 
Mr. Harry Fredcrick V\' alker. 
Mr. Edward Joseph Walsh. 
Mr. Fra.ncis John \Vaters. 
Mr. H"'erbert Williams. 
Mr. Thomas Lewis Williams. 

The following Ministers were re-sworn 
before His Excellency the Governor:-· 

31st July, 1936-
Hon. Frank William Bulcock. 
I-Ion. Frank Arthur Cooper. 
Hon. John Dash. 
Hon. Edward Michael Hanlon. 

{ith August, 1936-
Hon. Henry Adam Brucc. 
Hon. J ames Stopford. 

At 10.13 a.m. 
Mr. SPEAKEH: I shall resume the 

chair at 2 minutes to 12 o'clock noon. 
At 11.58 p.m. 
iYir. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

THE GOVERl\'OR'S OPENING SPEECH. 

At noon His Excellency the Governor came 
in state to Parlia.rnent House, was announced 
by the Sergeant-at-Arms, and received by 
Mr. Speaker (lion. G. Pollock) at the bar. 

The members of the Assembly being 
Se<lted, 

His Kcccllcncv read the following Open­
ing Speech:- " 

"GEXTLE)JEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,-

" It gives me great pleasure to meet you 
at the opening of this, thD second session 
of the twenty-seventh Parliament of Queens­
land. 

''The death of His late Majesty, King 
George V., was an event which caused whole­
hearted and profound grief, not only to 
thD whole British Empire, but, in fact, to 
the world. 

." It was only last year that His Majesty's 
Silver Jubilee was celebrated with d~ep 
loyalty and affection, in which celebrations 
Quee!'sland_ played no mean part. The 
Emp1re wlll never forget the twentv-five 
yea;rs of His late. Majesty's reign, dtu-ing 
whJCh he devoted h1mself to the contentment 
the '':elfaro a.nd the happ~ness of his peoples; 
workmg at the same t1me, with untiring 
ef!'ort, to the promotion of peace and good­
Will thro~ghout the world. You will, no 
doubt, desire to express your sympathy with 

Queen Mary, and the other members of the 
Hoyal Family. 

"I recall with pleasure thD fact that His 
present Majesty, King Edward VIII., has 
visited Queensland, and, from personal obser­
vation, knows our conditions, our problems, 
and our aspirations. l am confident that 
you will join with me in hoping that His 
Majesty will have a long, happy, and 
glorious reign. 

" During the past twch·o months I have 
visited many parts of the State, and I was 
particularly glad to have a recent oppor­
tunity of touring through districts which 
have benefited so much from excellent rains. 
For several years many of these districts 
have suffered from severe droughts, but all 
those engaged in the pastoral and other 
interests there have met their difficulties 
with much courage and self sacriftce. The 
better season is, therefore. a reward to them 
for their endurance, and I sincerely trust 
that many good seasons are ahead for every 
part of the State. 

"I find everywhere a feeling of determina· 
tion to utilise to a greater extent the great 
assets which the State possesses, and it is 
most satisfactory to note the increased 
interest which is- being taken in Queensland 
by many from overseas and resident in other 
parts of Australia who had not previously 
made themselves personally acquainted with 
the potential wealth of this State. 

" My a-dvisers considered it desirable that 
during the recess the Leader of the Govern­
ment should agree to the request made by 
all sections of the sugar industry that he 
should proceed to Great Britain for the 
purpose of representing this State at the 
International Conference on the Sugar Indus­
try which was then contemplated by the 
Imperial ·Government, and also that he 
should investigate trade relationships between 
Queensland, Great Britain and European 
countries generally. 

" It was later found that such a conference 
could not be held with any prospect of agree­
ment on fundamental matters. Consequently, 
the Premier made representations in the 
proper quarters for the benefit of the sugar 
industry. In conjunction with the Common­
wealth Government he asked for a five years' 
agreement, based on existing rebates of sugar 
duty without limitation as to quantity. This 
was not agreed to by the Imperial Govern­
ment, but an undertaking was given that no 
change in policy would take place unless 
eighteen months' notice was given. On the 
basis of the original proposition set down 
for discmsion this means a saYing of a 
market to Queensland this vear alone of at 
least £516,000. " 

" The Premier also dealt with the dairying 
and moat industrieo. and made valuable con­
tacts not only with ·Members of the Imperial 
Government but with those closel:v concerned 
in commercial circles. These: with his 
addresses to influential societies in Great 
Britain, will assuredly result in material 
benefit not only to the people of this State, 
but of the Commonwealth as a whole. 

" The transactions of the Consolidated 
Hevenue Fund for the last financial year 
resulted in a deficit of £741,815, or £420,558 
less than the Budget estimate, and £558,185 
less than the deficit to which the Leader of 
the Government agreed at the Australian 
Loan Council last year. 
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" Receipts amounted to £15,488,991, or 
£452,181 in excess of the estimate. Expendi­
ture totalled £16,230,806, being £31,623 over 
the estimate. 

"Compared with the previous year, the 
revenue generally disclosed increases under 
the various he3.ds. The receipts from income 
tax, jwcbate and stamp duties were in excess 
of the c ,timates. The buoyancy of the 
rovcnuc derived fron1 the3e sources indicates 
a marke-d impro,·ernent in the business 
activities of the State, and is a very pleasing 
feature of the returns. 

" It may be observed that the expendi­
turc for the lrdt financirt! year represents an 
increa<;;ed amount for such essential services 
as education and health to the sum of 
£99,314. My Government, however, con­
siders this incre'1scd oxpcnditnrc justified, as 
such services a re ncctssarv in the bujlding 
up of a healthy and cduca,ted democracy. 

" It must not be forgotten also that ex­
change accounts for the sum of £810.185, and 
sinking fund payments for £477,170, and 
were it not for thew charges the State would 
have been able to show a surplus for the 
financial year. 

"The fact that the excess disbursements 
during the past twch·e months ha.ve been 
restricted to the comparatively small sum 
of £31,623 indicates that the Government 
exercised a proper control over the expendi­
ture during the period. 

" The expenditure from Loan Funa 
amounted to £4,219,630, which enabled the 
GoYernment to carry out a loan programme 
to meet the essential needs of the State, pro­
vide work for our citizens by means of its 
policy of public works, and grant assisfance 
to local authorities. 

"The .Government's policy of progressively 
developing the State has borne fruit in in­
creased productivity, and increased employ­
ment under normal conditions for our people. 
More men are now employed in the State 
than ever before, and our percentage of 
unemployment is lower than that of any 
other State. The Queensland Business Index 
for the three months ending 31st Mav last 
records that business conditions now obtain­
ing are better than at any period since 
1929. It is the policy of my advisers to 
promote the wellbeing of all industrious 
people in the vari.ous vocations within the 
State. 

"The activities of the Department of 
Public Lands have progressed most satis­
factorily during the past twelve months. 
The Government is in the somewhat unique 
position of still having administrative con­
trol over more than 94 per cent. of the lands 
of the State, and thus it is of the greatest 
importance to the community that the 
administration of the Department of Public 
Lands and its associated departments should 
be progressively efficient and sound. 

" During the year 553 new selections were 
acquired, totalling 1,347,233 acres, while new 
pastoral holdings, totalling 247, covering a 
total a rea of 18,438 square miles, were 
acquired. 

" The. revenue from all sources, including 
timber sales, amounted to £1,405,603, which 
is the higheot a.nnual tevcnue received since 
1928. 

"The settlement of our densely infested 
prickly-pear lands, which have been reclaimed 

by biological agencies, was continued during 
the year. The new areas selected or leased 
totftl 2 341 961 acres. 'fhe total area of re­
claimed p~·ickly-pear lands which has . been 
settled subject to developmental conditiOns 
is over 17,000,000 acres. 

" A feature of the land settlement policy 
of my advisers is the grant of additional 
areas to selectors whose present holdmgs are 
not regarde-d as adequate living a.reas._ This 
policy, of course, Cftn only _be applied <11 

localities whore lands o:·me mto the hands 
of the Crown. But in order that as many 
settlers as possible may be accommodated, 
the GoYermnent gives consideration to the 
claims for additional a.reas of persons who 
hold ]and within a radius of about 30 miles 
of any available land. Since the additional 
area policy was inaugurated. more than 1,200 
la-ndowners have been granted pnonty addi­
tionaJ areas the total acreage o£ which 
exceeds thr~e and three-quarter million 
acres. 

"Settlers arc becoming established in the 
new settlement areas in North Queensland, 
and further arras are being prepared for 
early settlement. 

" The Government's policv of l~uilding 
roads of access to Crown lands being made 
a.vailable for settlement, and of constructmg 
other deYelopment roads and reproductive 
works by the Public Estate Improvement 
Branch ·has been artivelv continued. Tho 
expenditure incurred is in· the neighbourhood 
of a quarter of a million pounds, and prac­
ticallv full-time work at award rates hag 
been ·provided for 725 men. 

" The present activities of the Sub-De­
partment of Irrigatior; a~d Water Supply are 
greater and more Widespread than at any 
time during the history_ of the dcJ?artment. 
The works of constructiOn under mvestiga­
tion or in progrec' include drainage works, 
construction of weirs, water conser:ation for 
irrigating purposes and other Ir_ngatwn 
schen1es, draina.gc of land~ for fa.rm1ng pur~ 
poses, reclamation of land. artesian .or sub­
artesian bores and excavated tanks for thee 
better watering of the main stock routes, 
and town water supplies and sewerage works. 

" Forestry operations in all their phases 
were vigorously conducted throu(!:hout the 
year. 'l'he quantity of milling timber cut 
from Crown lands reached a total of 
148,000.000 superficial feet, ~which is nearly 
5,000.000 superficial feet h:gher . than the 
previous record figure established m the pre­
ceding year. 

" Employment in reforestation works was 
considerably increased, and the sum ex­
pended therein during the year, namely 
£114,000, is the highest on record. Employ­
ment was found thereby for upwards of 
1100 employees including over 100 boys em­
l{loycd under the Commonwealth-aid f.o;r0stry 
scheme. The Government gave attentiO!' to 
the provision of land for forestry operations, 
and increaser\ the acreage of forest reserva­
tions by over 400,000 acres to 6,187,000 acres. 

" Moved by a desire to in_1prove. employ­
ment and condil ions in the bmber mdustry, 
the GoYernment reconstructed the Timber 
Industry Advisory Comn:it~ee during the 
year, and is at present givmg e_arnest con­
sideration to the comprehensive report 
submitted. 

"Queensland's production of raw sugar 
for the 1935 season totalled 587,700 tons, 
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being 600 tons below the previous season's 
output. Australian requirements a,bsorbed 
5H per cent. of the Queensland output, the 
balance being sold to British and Canadian 
refiners. 

"The approximate value of the Queens­
land raw sugar last season was £9,878,000, 
of which £2,357,000 Teprosents the Yalne 
{)f the sugar sold abroad. 

" The sugar agreement between the Com­
monwealth and State Governments has been 
1·enewed until 31st August, 1941, and an Act 
ratifying this agreement was passed by the 
Commonwea,lth Parliament in December last. 

" The growing importance of the chilled 
meat trade has strengthened interest in herd 
improvement in reopect of both breeding and 
feeding. 

"A grazing experiment designed for the 
purpose of determining the adaptability of 
coastal lands in regions of heavy rainfall for 
the fattening of ca,ttle to supply the export 
requirements of the chilled beef trade is in 
progress in the Tully district. Sirnila r 
experiments a,re being conducted in other 
areas of the State. They have been planned 
to test the practicability of bringing store 
cattle, inoculated aga,inst rodwater and 
pleuro-pneumonia, from the Gulf country 
to the coast for fattening on introduced .and 
improved indigenous pastures. 

" For the purpose of providing adequa,te 
veterinary service for stockowners in the 
far North, and a fully equipped and strongly 
staffed animal research centre. a, stock 
research station is being esta,bli'shed at 
Townsvil!e. It is .anticipa,ted that the station 
will ha,ve a, very important influence on the 
progress of primary industry, the success 
of which is bound up inseparably with the 
permanent 'ettlement of a, large white popu­
lation in Nort!.:t Queensland. 

" The Government has also established a 
Bureau of Tropical Agriculture at South 
Johnstone, which is investiga,ting the grazing 
limits of existint;" pastures, and the possi­
bilities of introd{lced pastures in large scale 
planting. The activities of this bureau have 
been correlated with the research progra,mme 
of the C\forthcrn Animal Health Station. 

" There has been a marked improvement 
in the quality of butter submitted for export. 
The services of the officers of the Dairy 
Research Laboratory have been in consta,nt 
demand. Through their investigations many 
manufacturing difficulties have been sur­
mounted, thus proving the value of the 
technical and advisory services available to 
all engaged in butter and cheese production. 

" Expansion of export outlets for Queens­
land pig products in Groat Britain and in 
Eastern markets, in addition to increasing 
interstate trade and a steady domestic 
demand, may be accepted a,s evidence of the 
sound position of the pig industry. The 
Leader of the Government, while in Great 
Britain, confirmed the reports that for 
quality and suitability frozen pork from this 
State compares faYourably with that from 
other countries supplying the British 
market. 

"Although facilities through various State 
Depa,rtments are granted for boys to be 
trained 'and given suitable employment on 
the land it is a matter of extreme regret 
that many parents are reluctant to allow 
their sons to take advantage of the oppor­
tunities offering. In Queensland the people 

have a wonderful heritage, and it is neces­
sary that we should develop it to the h•Hest 
possible extent with our own people, both 
from urban as well as rural areas. Success­
ful occupation of the lands of our State is 
of supreme importance and will in the Ja,st 
analysis constitute our only title to Jts 
possession. It is earne,stly hoped, therefore, 
that parents will co-operate with the Govern­
ment in this respect and so not only assist 
in deYeloping Queensland but also provide 
their boys with the means of earning a 
reasonable livelihood. 

'' Considcra,ble progress has been made 
during the year on the various 'vorks for 
which the Bureau of Industry is responsible. 
The Pxpendit.ure on the Jubilee Bridge over 
the Brisbane River amounted to £233,000, 
providing employment for large numbers 
of men, both directly and indirectly. Work 
is also proceeding on the Brisbane River 
and wharf works and the Stanley River 
dam, and as these works proceed continuous 
employment will be found for an increasing 
number of employees over a lengthy period. 

"The Government's building programme 
as covered by the Department of Public 
Works, has been continued with very satis­
factory results, being a,lmost equa,l to the 
remarkably busy year immediately preced­
ing it. In carrying out this programme the 
depa,rtment has erected many fine buildings, 
which will stand for many years as a monu­
ment to an intensive building period and 
to the credit of both the professional sta,ft 
a,nd the artisans employed. 

" During the recess my advisers appointed 
a royal commission to enquire into and 
report upon the regula,tion a,nd supply of 
electricity throughout the State. The report 
of the commission, which is expected shortly, 
will have the close attention of the Govern­
ment. 

" The citizens of the State continue to 
avail themselves of the benefits of the various 
housing schemes administered by the Sta,te 
Advances Corporation. During the last finan­
cial year 562 workers' dwellings and 231 
building reviYal scheme contracts were com­
pleted, and a number of others were under 
construction at the close of the year. The 
total amount advanced in respect of these 
housing schemes during the year wa,> 
£393,000-an ,increase of 7 per cent. over tho 
preceding year. 

"The Main Roa,ds Commission at the 
30th June last had completed 3,623 miles of 
roads and approximately 11 miles of bridges. 
At the beginning of the new financial year, 
270 miles of new works were in hand, and 
100 miles of previously constructed road 
were being converted to higher surface 
types. The expenditure during the year wa,s 
£1,503,000, and was the second highest on 
record. The works undertaken were on the 
average responsible for the direct employ­
meut of approximately 3,000 men. 

" The Federal Aid Roads Agreement was 
recently extended for six months, and a Bill 
for its ratification will be brought forward 
during the coming session. The negotiations 
between the Commonwealth and the va1'ious 
State Governments for a new agreement in 
this regard are in progress. 

" The cash receipts of the Railwa,y Depa,rt­
ment, amounting to £6,643,000. represent 1t 

decrease of £353,000, principally accounted 
for by reduced traffic in Jive stock, wool, a,nd 
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fodder for starving stock. This wa.s due to 
the abnormal traffic of the previous year, 
occasioned by drought conditions necessi­
tating the shifting by rail of large numbers 
of starving stock and large quantities of 
fodder. The earnings were further nffected 
by a decrease of 10 per cent. on the rates 
on wool as from 1st August, 1935. 

"High-lm·ol railway bridges to replace the 
low-level structures over the Mulgrave, 
Herbert, and Tully Rivers, on the main 
coastal railway, have been completed, and 
these will minimise the interruptions which 
occur at these rivers during times of flood. 

" Two additional Sunshine Express Trains 
for senice between Brisbane and Cairns 
were constructed in the Ipswich Railway 
Workshops during the year. These trains, of 
which there are IlO\V three in service, are 
equal in comfort a.nd appointments to any 
in the Commonwealth, and have been the 
subject of much appreciative comment by 
pas.~engers who have travelled in them. 

" Strong representations having been made 
to the Government for increased railwav 
facilities in the north-western portion of th;, 
State, the Royal Commission on Public 
Works was reconstituted during the recess, 
and authorised to investigate and report 
upon the question of constructing a railway 
from the Northern Railway to Oamooweal. 
The Commission's report is expected to be 
available at an early date for the considera­
tion of the Government and Parliament. 

" Transport matters have been receiving 
ihe consideration of my advisers for some 
time, and also occupied the attention of tho 
Leader of the Government during- his mission 
abroad. vVith a view to having a. compre­
hensive inquiry made .into· the various prob­
lem3 of transport, a royal commission has 
been appointed to investigate and report 
on this important subject. 

"With the production last year of approxi­
mately 103,000 fine ounces, Queensland ha.s 
consolidated her position as the second gold­
producing- State in the Commonwealth. A 
sp'rit of enterprise is evident on all sides 
and the industry is re··ponding magnificently. 
Many coml?ani.es, including so1no very power­
ful or-ganJSabons. are now operating in 
various parts o: the State, and a.s a result 
:>f my advye1·s methods of advancing the 
mdustry w1th a policv of scientific investi"'a· 
tion and liberal assist.ance an cYer incrcasi~1g 
?eg;·ee o~ confide.nce in Ouecmland is being 
mst11led m the minds of the investing publ:c. 

"'l_'be activities of th.o Department of 
Public InstructiOn have been maintained. 
and in many directions extPnded. Increaser] 
attention has been devoted io the studv of 
the environment, thc needs and the apt.1-
tudes of the pupil. Project and club work 
has been P'<tcnded, and f',"reater numbers of 
young. people are being- given the type of 
Bdu<'.abon tha~ will enable them to grappie 
successfully with problems incidPntal to life 
on the land. 

"·The scope of University t0a~hing has 
been enlarged. The recent establishment of 
a Medical School. a School of Law. and a 
Chair of Veterinary Science supplies a long­
felt need, and renders it unnecessary for our 
brilliant students to leave the State to 
r?ceive p1·eparation for the learned profes­
sions. 

" Consideration is being given to the 
erection of new University buildings, to 

nccord with approved modern requirements, 
on the site at St. Lucia donated by Dr. and 
Miss Mayne. 

" The task of vocational placement allotted 
to the Department of Public Instruction in 
1935 has passed beyond the experimental 
stn.ge. The Juvenile Employment Bureau 
provides a recognised cominunity serv.ice. 
It is accepted by employers as the channel 
through which juvenile labour should be 
recruited, and by juniors as offering the 
greatest opportunity for mnployment. Since 
the inauguration of this scheme 4,432 juniors 
have been found employment, and my 
advisers propose in the immed.iate future to 
extend the scheme to embrace the larger 
couutry centres. 

" Through the activities of t<!Ie Depart­
ments of .Labour and Industry and Agricul­
ture and Stock, the training of youth' for 
farm careers has been continued, and to 
date 1,173 have been placed in rural employ­
ment. 

"The operation of the various relief 
measures has been beneficial to the com­
munity generally, and by such Acts many 
persons ha vo been assisted in times of 
serious anxiety, caused through pressure of 
adverse circumstances over which thDy have 
no control. Under the Hire Purchase 
Agreement Act, persons obtaining furniture 
and other necessaries by means of hire pur­
chase agreements are prot0cted aga.inst 
inequitable action, while at the same time 
the just rights of the vendors are protected. 
Similar protection is afforded by the Con­
tracts of Sale of Land Act. both to vendors 
and purchasers of land ui1der contracts of 
sale, providing for instalmPnt payments. 

"The above measures, together with the 
amending law affording protection to tenants 
and that by which the rnte of interest charge. 
able by money-lenders is I:egulate?, m~t:k 
an important advance in socml service legis­
lation. 

"The Public Curator's Office, which is 
rapi?ly extending, continues its successful 
missiOn as Public Trustee in 'providing a 
State wide serYice for our citizons, a service 
characterised bv efficient and economical 
administration .;f their affairs, while at the 
same time security to beneficiaries is afforded. 

"Following the creation of a Mi~1istry of 
Health and the deeision to co-ordmate. as 
far as possible, all health activities, the Chief 
Office of the Department was transferred 
from the Treasur.v Buildings to the Agricul­
tural Buildings, together with the officers of 
the Director-GeneraL Diredor of Laboratory 
and the Government Analyst. ;Legislation 
will be snbmitted during- the scsswn to pro· 
vide for a more efficient health service for 
the State. 

" It is the desire of the Government that 
the lot of those aboriginals r0maining in 
Queensland be made a~ comfortable as 
possible, ancl that the policy of the Govern­
ment is so directed as to settle th0se people 
nltimatelv in villages of their own which 
mav reasconabh· be expected to become self· 
sut;porting. D~ring the p_a~t yea.r an inquiry 
was held into the a.dmmistratwn of abo­
riginals in Torrcs Strait and Thursday Island, 
and consideration is being given to the 
report receiYed. 

"Babv clinics arc continually being ex­
tended. ·Since 30th Jnne, 1935. thref' central 
clinics and seventeen branch clinics were 
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opened. Further provision is being made 
for additional centres and this service will 
practically be available to all the more 
important places in tho State. 

'·Dental clinics ha Ye been established at 
six centres and plans approyed for one at 
Cairns. Plans for the erection of a modern 
dental hospital and college at Brisbane are 
at present under oonsid,,ration. 

"The work of the Elizabeth Kenny clinics 
for the treatrnent of sufforers fron1 paraJ:.rsis 
in various forms has been continued. The 
clinics at Brisbane and Townsville have been 
treating patients to tlwir full capacitv. A 
clinic has be,en established at Toowoomba, 
and others will be opened at Rockham,pton 
and Cairns. 

" The G<n~Prnn1ent dc"':h·cs to provide the 
same e'<cdlcnt hospital service to people in 
tlw distnnt nortions of the Stah as is avail­
able in the -cities. \Vith this object in view 
the Minister for Health and Homo Affairs 
1narl(~ extensive tour;; dnring i.ht~ recess 
through the State anrl aut11orisecl .many 
improvements and additions to hospitals. In 
ord0r to proYide a more 0fficicut hospital 
service. it is 'Droposed to establish base 
hospitals at Charlcville, Longreach, and 
Cloncnrr:v. A f'chenw i-; under consideration 
to inaugurate a ftyi!1g serv-ice 1n order that 
the son-ices of medical practitioners will be 
available to tlJC people in the North-West 
and Gulf country. 

" In continuation of the policy of pro­
viding for the mothers. matcrnit,v hospibls 
were opened at Cairn,, \Vondai. l\1itchcll, 
and Mount Isa. 

" During the year consiclerablo progress 
has been made towards modernising the 
police force. Additional motor transport, 
includin~ three wireless equipped cars. has 
been made available to the metropoEtan 
police. Motor vehicles have alw been pro­
vided in country centres, and tho efficiency 
of the forec has been greatly improved 
thereby. 

"Crown employees continue to render loyal 
and efficient service. Care has been exercised 
to ensure econom,y in administration, con­
sistent with efficiency. 

" Many claims affecting wages, salaries, 
and general working conditions of Crown 
employees were dealt with by the Industrial 
Court. Broadly, general principles were 
determined by the court, and details were 
settled by conciliatory conferences between 
representatives of the unions and of the 
Government. The determinations and 
agreements have now been em bodied m 
awards of the court. 

"The Uniform Inoome Ta.x Bill, which 
was introduc;ld last session, will aga.in be 
submitted to Parliament. 

" The Estimates for the current financial 
year, which are now in course of preparation, 
will shortly be suqmittcd for your considera­
tion, and will be found to have been pre­
pared with full regard,for economy and the 
requirements of the State. 

"Among other proposals which 
brought before Pa.rlia.ment, you 
invited to give consideration 
following mea,sures :-

will be 
will be 
to the 

An Income Tax Assecsment Bill ; 
An Income (UnemploymPnt Relief) 

Acts Amendment Bill; 
Tax 

A Land Acts Amendment Bill; 

A Timber Industry Stabilisation Bill; 
A Water Acts Amendment Bill; 
A Local Government Bill; 
A Health Bill ; 
A Hospitals Bill; 
An Insltnity Acts Amendment Bill; 
A Dairy Produce Acts Amendment Bill; 
A Dairy Products Stabilisation Con-

tinuance Bill; 
A Native Fauna Protection Bill; 
A 'Workers' Compensa.tion Acts Amend­

ment Bill; 
A vVorkers' P.cennmodation Acts Amend-

ment Bill; 
A Wool Draft AllmYancc Abolition Bill; 
A State Children Acts Amendment Bill; 
A Federal Aiel Roads Agreement Exten· 

sion 1\ppr.oval Bill; 
A Citv of Brisbane Act Amendment 

Bi!1. 
" To the ,e and all other matters which 

may be submitted to you, I invite your 
earnest consideration, and I pray that the 
blessing of Divine Providence may a.ttend 
your labours." 

His Excellency then left the Chamber. 

At 12.28 p.m., 
Mr. SPEAKER: I shall resume the chair 

at 2.30 p.m. 
At 2.30 p.m., 
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

COMNUSSION TO ADMINISTER OATH. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I have to inform the 

House that His Excellency the .Governor 
ha:; been pleased to issue a oommisswn. under 
the public seal of the State empowen_ng me 
to administer the oath or affirmatiOn . of 
allegiance to such members 'a.s may .hneafter 
present themseh-es to be sworn, whwh I now 
direct the Clerk to read to the House. 

Commission thereupon read by the Clerk. 

MEMBERS SWORN. 
Messrs. John Innes Brown, John Burton 

Donnelly, and John O'Kcefe took the oath 
of allegiance. 

LEADERSHIP OF OPPOSITION. 
Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) (2.33 p.m.), 

by leave: While the House was .m recess 
there was an alteration in the constitutiOn of 
the political party to which I belonged. 
We have formed a new Country Party that 
will be separate and distinct from other 
political pa.rties. 

I also wish to announce that at a meeting 
of the parliamentary members of the Country 
Party I was elected as Lea.dcr and .that at 
a further meeting of the party, whiCh wa.s 
held this morning, the hon. member for 
Aubigny was elected Deputy Lea.der. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
"lfackay) [2.34 p.m.]: I should like to take 
this opportunity to congratulat~ the h?n. 
member for ''~est :!Vlorcton on lns elevation 
to the important position of Leader of. !he 
Opposition. The Leader .of .a~ Opposition 
has very important rcsponsib.Ihties to Parh!l'· 
ment and the country, as IS recogmsed In 



By-Elections during Recess. [ll AUGUST) Death of Members. 7 

the Constitution of the State. I feel sure 
that in the execution of his duties the hon. 
member for \Vest JYioreton will do his best 
to help to carry out the business of this 
Parliament in the interests of the State. 
The appointment of the hon. member is a 
happ:y one. As a matter of fact, had the 
selectwn been left to me, I should probably 
have chosen the hon. member. (Government 
laughter.) 

LEADERSHIP OF UcHTED AUSTRALIA 
PARTY. 

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [2.36 p.rn.] by 
leave: I wish to announce that I have 
been elected Leader of the newly-formed 
United Australia Party. (Government 
laughter.) 'Ye are small in numbers but 
represent many thousands of electors. We 
shall be prepared to support the Government 
in all measures that we believe will be for 
the welfare of the whole community. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mad·ay) [2.38 p.m.]: I desire to take this 
opportunity of congratulating the hon. mem­
ber for Hamilton on his elevation to the 
leadership of an important partv of three. 
A party of such dimensions must require a 
great deal of tactful handling, and I hope 
that the supporters of the hon. member will 
give him the aid that is due to him in the 
discharge of his arduous duties. (Renewed 
laughter.) 

:BY-ELECTIONS DURING RECESS­
NEW MEMBERS. 

Toowoo}JBA, BRISBANE, KEPPEL, AND BoWEK. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I have to report that 

during the recess-
I received a letter, dated 28th November, 

1935, from Evan John Llewelyn. Esquire, 
re6igning his seat in the Legislative Assem­
by of Queensland as member for the elec­
toral district of Toowoomba. 

I received from the Registrar-General 
certified copies of the registration of the 
deaths of Robert Funnell, Esquire, on tho 
3rd January, 1936: of Owen Daniel, Esquire, 
on 5th January, 1936; and of Charles Collins. 
Esquire. on 28th March, 1936; latE'ly serving 
in the Legislative Assembly of Queensland 
as members for the electoral districts of 
Bri,bane, Keppel, and Bowen, respectively. 

In consequence of these vacancies and in 
accordance with the direction of the tenth 
section of the Legislative Assemblv Act of 
1867, I issued writs for the election of 
membe1·s to srne in the Lcvislative Assemblv 
for the electora-l districts of Toowoomba. 
Brisbam', Keppcl, and Bowen. in the room of 
Evan John Llewelyn, Esquire, resigned; 
Robert Funncll, Eequire. dec "ased · Owcn 
Daniel, Esquire. deceasc"d: and 'Charles 
Collins, Esquire, deceased; and that the said 
writs have been dulv returned to me with 

certificates endorsed thereon by the Returning 
Officers of the election of ,John Edmund 
Duggan, Esquire; John H0nrv Mann. 
Esquire: David Joh~1 Marlais' Daniel 
Esqu~re: and Ernost J oseph Riorclan: 
~squire; to serYe as such 111embers respec­
tively. 

Messrs. Duggan, Mann, Daniel and 
Rim·dan were then introducod. took the oath 
of allegiance, and subscribed. the roll. 

DEATH OF MESSRS. R. FUNNELL, 
0. DAJ'\IEL, AND C. COLLINS. 

MoTION OF CoNDOLENCIG. 

The PREMIEH (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) [2.40 p.m.], by leave, without 
notice: I move-

" 1. That this House desires to place 
on record its sense of the loss this State 
has sustained by the death of Rohert 
Funnel!, Esquire. Member for the Elec­
toral District of Brishane; Owcn Daniel, 
Rsquire, Member for the Electoral 
District of Keppel; and- Charles Collins, 
Esquire, i\liembcr for the Electo<·al 
District of Bowcn. 

"2. That Mr. Speaker be requested to 
convey to the families of the deceased 
gentlemen expressions of the sympathy 
and sorrow of the Members of the Parli3-­
ment of Queensland." 

It is verv seldom that we find it necessary 
at the opening of any fresh session of Pa_r­
liament to move a vote of condolence m 
the death of as many as three members. 
Of these three gentlemen, two at least-one 
would think-would have had years of use­
fulness ahead of them in the service of the 
State. We realised, of course, that the 
health of the late Mr. Collins had been 
undermined over a period of years, and it 
was only a matter of time before he would 
pass over the great divide. Mr. Collins was 
one of the oldest members of this Parliament 
and a man who had the esteem of every 
member of it, and of the people of this 
country. 

HoKOt.:RABLE i\1E>rBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER : He was for many years 

associated with the Labour movement, and 
everv righteous cause in the State had his 
support. He gave expression to his views 
fearlessly and in an unmistakable fashion. 
I personally was associated with him during 
all the years I have been in Quce~sland. 1 
claimed him as a close personal fnend, and 
consequently I can speak with great regret 
of his loss. He was .a man who was widely 
read and well informed on all matters affect­
ing the life of the State and of the people 
at large. 

The late Mr. Funnel! was a comparatively 
voung man. He was elected to this Parlia­
ment on 11th .June, 1932, a.s member tor 
Bri,sbane. and Rervcd till his death on 
3rd J am!ar.v, 1936, a period three years and 
seven months. Mr. Funncll was a man with 
considerable abilitv and a man who had 
given vears of service to the Labour PariTy, 
both o'n the industrial and political sides: 
and many people with whom he was asso· 
ciatcd mourn his loss. I received a great 
shock when I heard of his death, as he 
appeared to be a man of very robust 
constitution. who in the ordinary course of 
event" shmild have lived for many years. 
His demise is a further evidence of how 
little one can relv on such outward and 
Yisiblo manifestatio ... ns. 

The late Mr. Owen Dani<'l was elected to 
th0 Twenty-il.fth Queensland Parliament on 
11th May. 1929, ·"' member for the electoral 
district of Keppel. He served through the 
Twentv-sixth Parliament and to the 5th 
January in the twenty-seventh-a period of 
six years and eight months. As member for 
Keripel he conscientiously carried out his 
duties in the interests of the people he 
represented. He did not speak a great deal 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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in the House, but when he did so was well 
worth listening to. He was a man who, 
.according to his lights, gave of his best in 
the s<•rvice of the State. 

The three gentlemen covere·d by this 
motion were men who merit the esteem of 
members of this House and the citizens of 
the State, and I rec;ret the necessity of 
having to move a motion of condolence to 
their relatives. 

:Mr. MAHER (IF est M ordon) (2.47 p.m.) : 
I desire to associate the Opposition with 
the motion of condolence that hots been 
moved by the Premier. The three members 
concerne~! playe<l very useful parts in this 
Assembly. They gave .of their best to serve 
the best interests of the State. 

The late l\Ir. ColHns 'vas the senior nlen1-
bcr. He representee! Dowen for motny years 
and was held in very hig-h regard not only 
in the electoral di-<trict he represented, but 
also bv rdl hon. members with whom he 
came ill contact. He was of a very kindly 
nature, and did his best within his ~phere to 
make conditions l::!etter in the State. I 
regret his death. 

'l'ho late :VIr. Owen Daniel ontc"ed Parlirr­
ment at the mme time as I, and all who 
came in contaf't v~-'ith him \Yore i1npressed 
with his absolute forthright honesty, earne"t­
noss, and sincerit<Y in the cause he espoused. 
He is succcc<led in the represent:J.tion of the 
elector.d district of Keppel bv his son. That 
is a verv fine tradition. It has occurred 
prcviouefy in the Qnconsland Parliament. 
There have been prclVious instances in the 
case,, of Messrs. \Yicnho!t and Plunkett. 

The late Mr. :Funnel! was comparatively a 
new member to the House, but as the 
Premier has indicated, he had served the 
Labour Party for many years. During his 
term in Parliament I have no doubt that he 
gave of his best to represent his constituents 
and to sene the people from his point of 
vievv. 

I associate the Opposition with the Pre­
mier's motion and offer the relatives of the 
deceased gentlemen our very sincere con­
·dolence in their time of grief. 

The motion was carried, hon. members 
standing in siience. 

DEATH O:F KING GEORGE V. 
ADDRESS OF CONDOLENCE. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
lviackay) [2.50 p.m.], by leave, without 
notice : I move-

" 1. That the following a·ddress of con­
dolence to Hi~ Majesty be adopted:-

'To His Most Gracious Majesty, 
Edward the Eighth, by the Grace of 
God, of Great Britain. Ireland, and of 
the Briti'h Dominions beyond the 
Seas, King, Defender of the Faith, 
Emperor of India. 

'May it please Your Majesty-
' \Ve, the Members of the Legislative 

Assembly of Queensland in Parliament 
assembled, on its first sitting- of tho 
present session~ express onr .._profound 
sorrow at the death of His late Most 
Gracious Majesty, King Ge01·g-e the 
Fifth, whose name and reign will ever 
be held in lasting remembrance by His 
late Majesty's sorrowing and loving 
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subjects; and desire to convey to Your 
Most Gracious Majesty, Your Royal 
Mother and other meml::!ers of the Hoyal 
Family our heartfolt sympathy.' 

" 2. That His Excellency the Governor 
be requested to forward the above 
Address to His Majesty." 

There can be no doubt that this resolution 
will be supported by all member·· of Pm·lia­
ment and by all citizens in t,his State of 
QuoonslaHd. There can bo no doubt· tha_t the 
latG King will be found to haYc occupwd a 
unique position in the history of Great 
Britain. He lwld his hig-h office during one 
of the most stirring and difficult periods in 
lho world's histon·. He was a man of such 
grcnt charartf'r tiwt h0 gained the support 
and ectccm not only of all the peoples he 
rrpresenkd in the J<ritish Commonwealth. of 
l'\ations bnt also of the people of Amenea 
and other larg-e populations throughout the 
world. I had the privileg'e of having had an 
andience 'with the late King- in which he 
showed gr• at interest in Australia. He 
rrca lied his visits to this counh·c· and proved 
that lw had a wido knmvlcnge of the develop· 
ment of this Common•.vealth and the achieve­
ments of its people. He had an extraordinary 
facultv of convevino- tho impression to 
]10rSOJlS with >\'hon:l }~o w~s convmoc·il!g that 
the onlY thing he was mtPr<•sted m _was 
"·h tt he was being told by his representatiVeS. 

The people of Great Britain showc,d the 
c-lecm in which he was held. bv the w-:md"r. 
fnl domon'tratwn at the time of the lymg m 
state at \Yeshlin·trr and the Royal funeral. 
I had tho sad privilege of ropres0nting this 
State on that occasion and I shall never 
forget the ,,_-onderful crowd of people who 
,,-ait.ec! for the opportunitv of filing slowly 
toast in order to pay the_ir last trib\'tcs of 
respect to all that remamcd of then late 
Sovereig-n. T·hosc "·ho kn'?w London ~an 
realise tlw extent of the public demonstratwn 
v:hen I tell them that the queue, of four 
deep, extended very considerably beyond 
\VestminstPl· Bridge and that on the Sunday 
it took some as long- as senn hours to pass 
through Westminster Hall. The scenes a~ the 
Roval funeral indicated that his late MaJesty 
King George V. occupied a position u~nque, 
perhaps. in the ·hi_stor:-: of o:xr people m the 
esteem and affcctwn m whtch he was h~ld 
bv his snbjects. That esteem and affectiOn 
exists with equal force m Australia and 
other parts of the British Commonwealth <?f 
Nations. It is with regret that I feel 1t 
my duty to move this motion. 

Mr. MAHER ITVtBt Jioreton) [2.55 p.m.]: 
I desire to second the resolution of sympathy 
mo.-ed bv the Premier in r0fereneo to the 
death o( His late Maiosty King- Gem·ge V. 
He was a democratic and constitutional 
monarch whose life wa,s devoted to his 
people and whose influence throughout it 
commanded affection every•vhere in the 
world. 

During- his kingly reign mankind ex­
perienced the most terrible conflict in its 
history; yet at that time, when thrones were 
tottering and kings were seeking havens of 
refuge in friendly countries throughout 
Europe. his power, prestige, and influence 
throughout the Empire-indeed throughout 
the world-were as great as ever. 

We feel-as the world felt at his death-a 
deep and reverent sense that a great work 
had been accomplished in his lifetime and 
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.a great task had ended. We mourn with 
millions of sorrowing subjects throt:g·hout 
'the Empire at the death of a beloved King. 

The motion was carried, hon. members 
iltanding in silence. 

ACCESSION OF KIJ\'G EDVY .\RD VIII. 

ADDRESS OF CONGlUTULATION. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
lfiackay) [2.57 p.m.] by leave, without 
notice : I move-

" 1. That the following address of 
congratulation to His Majesty be 
adopted:-

'To His Most Gracious Majesty, 
Edward the Eighth, by the Grace of 
God, of Great Britain, Ireland, and of 
t.'w British Dominions beyond the 
Seas, King, Defender of the Faith, 
Emperor of India. 
'May it please Your Majesty-

' We, the Members of the Legislative 
Assembly of Queensland in Parliament 
assembled, respectfully submit con­
gratulations on Your :Majesty's acces­
sion to the Throne. 

'We pray that under the Divine 
Guidance Your Majesty may be long 
spared to rnle the British Common­
wBalth of Nations and tha.t Your 
MajBsty's reign may be distingmshed 
by peace, prosperity, and a general 
advancement in the social and economic 
conditions of Your Majesty's subJects.' 
" 2. That His Excellency the GovBrnor 

be requested to forward the above 
Address to His Majesty." 

:r'here can be no doubt tha.t the present 
Kmg comes to the Throne equipped for his 
high responsibilities in a manner that is 
given to few. He has travelled extensively 
throughout the British Commonwealth of 
Nations and ha.s an intimate first-hand know­
ledge of all the couutries under his dominion; 
and that of itself mnst be of great advanta.ge 
to him !~ the carrying out of his high duties. 
In addJtwn, he has made it his business to 
pr~be beneath the surface of the existing 
somal system. No one previously occupying 
his exalted position has taken so much 
interest in the socia.l welfare of his people. 
He has travelled extcnsiH'Iy thDough what 
are known as the depressed areas of Great 
Britain and has come into intimate contact 
with the problems of poverty and those that 
result from unemployment, and has shown 
an active sympathy in the bringing about of 
better conditions for the people of his 
country. 

You will remember, Mr. Speaker, as will 
most members of this Hou'e, his compara­
tively recent visit to Australia. If I re­
member rightly, it was in 1921 that he visited 
Queensland. On that occasion he made him­
self acquainted to a large extent with this 
State and its people, with its industries and 
its problems. 

I also ha,cl an opportunity of meeting His 
MajE,,ty durcng my recent visit to England. 
He spoke in glowing terms of his visit to 
Australia and Queensland and showed that 
he had a very good memory and he knew 
the conditions that obtained in this country, 
and W'LS aware of the efforts that were being 
made to develop this groat Commonwealth. 
I foe! snro that hon. members will support 
the motion. 

Mr. ::\1AHER (lVc~t Jloreton) [3.1 p.m.]: I 
an1 privileged to st:·cond the rc:;;olution 
congratulating His Ma.jv,ty, King Eclward 
VIli., on his succession to the Throne. The 
great loss cxpcri<'ncecl by the nation in the 
death of King Georgc Y. is softened sume· 
what bv the fa :·t that his son has succeeded 
him. As Prince of \Vale, he toured Queens­
land and won the hearts of all by his personal 
chann, his fine sportsmanshi11, und n1anly 
qualities. Frorn radical sources in Great 
Britain it has been stat~cl that if the 
Empire became a republic tho prc;cnt King 
would be ovcrwhclmingh· elected to the 
exalted position of national leader. ·with 
noble purpose and very great sincerity he 
has time and again demonstrated his i!rm 
sympathy for all thosP people who ha,·o to 
struggle hardt'St in 11fe'~ stPl'll battle. As 
the Premi< r ha' imLcatcd. he is well 
equipped for the very great position in the 
life of the British EmpirP that has come to 
him. \\"e wish our King a long, happy, and 
peaceful reign. 

Que,tion put and pa.--cd 

ELECTIO:\S TRIDG'"'AL. 
JCDGE FOR 1936. 

Mr. SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a !otter from His Honour the Chief Justice, 
Sir James Blair, intimating that the Honour­
able JHr. Justice Macrossan, S.P.J., would 
be the J udgc to prusido at the sittings of 
the Elections Tribunal for the year 1936. 

PA~EL OF TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN. 
Mr. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the require­

ment of Standing Onler No. 13, I hereby 
nominate the following members to form 
the Panel of Temporary Chairmen for the 
preilent session :-

vVilli"'m Alfred Brand, member for the 
Electoral District of Isis; 

David Alexander Gledson, member for 
the Electoral District of Ipswich; 

William Thomas King, member for the 
Electoral District of Maree ; 

Thomas Nimmo, member for the Elec­
toral District of Oxley; 

John 0' Kede. member for the Electoral 
District of Cairns. 

PAPERS Plll~TED DURE\G RECESS. 
Mr. SPEAKEH: I ha,-o to report that 

the following papers wore ordered to be 
printed and circcdatcd during the recess, in 
accordance with the resolution of Parliament 
pas;ed by both Houses during the session 
of 1901 :-

Thirty-fifth ammal report of the Bur~au 
of Sugar Experiment Stations. 

Report of the Royal Commission 
appointed to inquire into certain 
matters relating to racing and 
gaming. 

MINISTERIAL STATEME~T. 
CHANGE IN DESIGNATION OF J'v1INISTERIAL 

PORTFOLIO. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
JI ackay) laid on the table a copy of the 
"Government Gazette," dated 5th December, 
1935, declaring that the designation of the 
office of Home Secretary had been changed 
to that of Minister for Health and Home 
Affairs. 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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PAPERS. 
The following paper was laid on the table, 

and ordered to be printed :-
Report of the Acting Agent-General for 

Quccnsla.nd for the year 1935. 
The following papers were laid on the 

table:-
Orders in Council, dated 19th December, 

1935, and 4th ,June, 1936, under the 
provisions of " The Industries Assist­
ance Acts, 1929 to 1933." 

GOVERNOR'S OPENING SPEECH. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ha.-o to report that 
His Excellency the Governor this day 
delivered to Parliament an Opening Speech, 
of which, for greater accuracy, I have 
obtained a copy. I presume hon. members 
will take this Speech as read. 

HONOVRABLE ]\/[EMBERS: Hear, hea.r! 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

OPENING DAY. 

Mr. MANN (IJrisbane) (3.12 p.m.), who 

!
was received with Government cheero, said : 

move-
" That the following a.ddress be pre­

sented to the Governor in reply to the 
Speech deli.-ered by him in opening this, 
the second session of the twenty-sevent'r 
Parliament of Queensland,-

' May it please Your Excellency,-
' We, His Majesty's loyal and dutiful 

•ubjects, the members of the Legislu,­
tive Assembly of Queensland, in Parlia­
ment assembled, desire to assure Your 
Excellency of our continued loyalty 
and affection towards the Thr•one and 
Person of Our Most Gracious Sovereign, 
and to tender our thanks to Your 
Excellency for thG Speech with wh1eh 
you have been pleased to open the 
present session. 

'1,he various 1neasures to which Your 
Excellency has referred, and all other 
matters that may be brought before us, 
will receive our most careful considera­
tiou, and it shall be our earnest 
endeavour so to deal with them that our 
labours may tend to the advancement 
and prosperity of the State.' " 

I regard it as an honour to the electorate 
I have been chosen to represent to be granted 
the privilege of moving the adoption of the 
Addreos in Reply. I sincerely thank the 
electors of Brisbane for the confidence the" 
have placed in me and I hope I shall j nsti fv 
their trust. " 

At the outset I desire to record my pe''sonal 
regret at the passing of Mr. Robert Funnel!, 
the hon. member for Brisbane, since this 
House last met. By his death Queensland 
has be.on robbed of a g·ood citizen and tlns 
House of a worthy member. Mr. Funnel! 
was my friend and I feel his death as a 
severe personal loss, as I believe many other 
hon. members of this House do a.lso. 

I wish to say a word of welcome to the 
Premier on his return to Queensland. I hope 
his health has been fully restored and that 
he will continue to enjoy good health and 
'lccupy the high and honourable position th~t 
he holds as Leader of the Government for 
many years. (Government members: Hear, 
hear.) The hon. gentleman's 'overseas visit 
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has been of immense value to the primary 
industries of Qucenslaud. Particula,rly ha& 
the meat industry felt the benefit of his repre­
sente.tion. His co-operation with the. Com­
monwealth authorities has resulted m an 
imp,·oved oyersen,s market for Queensland 
prodacts which, he has been as~ured, wifl 
enter Britain on a n1Llch more eqmtable basis 
of o8mpetitiou with other countries than h~s 
been the case in recent ye.ars. Later on m 
this session hon. members will hear of the 
representations that the Premier has been 
able to place before the lmper1al authon­
ties. 

The speech deli,-ered by His Excellency 
the Governor 1nust have been encouraging 
to all who were privileged to heu it. It 
indicated that the prosperity and confidence 
restored by the return of a Labour Govern­
ment in 1932 still exist. The Moore Govern­
ment failed because they did not understand 
the requirements of the people and th? class 
of legislation necessary for the l]eneht and 
advancement of the State. The present 
Government have succeeded because of their 
keen knowledge of the people's needs and 
thAir progressi\e policy to meet them. A 
sound foundation has been laid for the State's 
progress and the. legislation . that . will be 
brought before th1s House \nil bu1ld upon 
it te> the immense benefit of Queensland. 

The Speech makes reference to the relations 
between the Commonwealth and the States, 
and I am pleased that the Premier will place 
before the forthcoming conference to be 
held in Adelaide a basis for a new agreement 
that which if arrived. <tt, will make for a 
better flndncial relationship between the 
Commonwealth and the States. The plan has 
been published. It is based on the view 
that the Commonwe-alth Government should 
make ayailable to the States a greater 
amount of its surplus, for use particularly 
in caring for public health and educatwn. 
Education is the key-note of national pro­
gre-,s and health is a fundamental need of 
a vigorous people. The contention of the 
Premier will he t,hat the Commonwealth 
Government should make available to all 
the States 50 per cent. of the cost of com­
pulsory primary education and the cost of 
a national health scheme. I am m accord 
with those pwposals. If we are to have a 
healthy people we must have healthy chlldren 
and we must have them educated. It IS 

unfair that the State shonld be asked to 
c:trrv tho whole burd.en of education. It 
is also unfair that it should be asked to 
carry the cost of an unemployment. relief 
scheme. I hope that tho recent VJSJt to 
Brisbane of the Cabinet of the Common­
wealth Gm·ernment will result in a bettcn· 
understanding between State and Common· 
wealth, and that Queensland will get better 
financial treatment in the future. 

This brings mo to the important subject 
of industry, which also has been dealt :v1th 
in the Speech by His Excellency. It JS a 
matter for pride that in Queensland we enJOY 
to-day and haYe enjoyed for many years the 
best industrial conditions of any of the 
Sta,tcs. The present Quecmland basic warse 
of £3 14s. a week is the highest of all the 
States. 

The HYcragc wcokbT wa.ge in Queensland is 
also the highest of all the Australian States, 
and it hns the greatest purchasing power. 
The Commonwealth Statistic'an said quite 
recently that the real effective wage m 
Queensland was 20 per cent. higher than 
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that of New South ·wales or Victoria, and 
it had a 20 per cent. hig-her purchasing 
power-an advantage of 4s. in the £1. 
Credit for th1s fact is duo to Labour Govern­
ments, \\ho have always endeaYoured, con­
sistcntlv "ith the progress of industry, to 
improve the let of the worker by giving 
hirn better wagc:3 and co:1ditions. it is 
tho en of the Opposit:on tb.1t Quooneland 
has bu~cn harn~trung by taxation and "\Yago 
conditions. ln reply I refer them to a 
rccPnL industrial supplcrnent to the ''Couricr­
l\1ail," ·which stated that thD 1nanufacturing 
indu~tr]o~ in (;u('Pn "1and \'\'ere worth so!ne­
thing like £15,000,000 and wNc making rap:d 
strides in do,-elopment. Those facts show 
that good \Yorking conditions can be given 
in industries, without han1pcring thcn1. The 
theory that low 1va.gcs arc necessary for the 
development and progress of industry has 
been exploded. vYe have only to call .'J.' 
witnesses Henrv Ford in l\.morie.1 and Lord 
~uffield in England to refute it. 

Queensland has always been regarded as 
a primary producing State, and it has been 
<:harged again"t us that we are making 
<:auditions in Queensland so attractive as to 
induce workers to come here from the other 
States. That is not a fact that should be 
held against us-it is more to onr neclit 
than discredit. We have plenty of room for 
people who are prepared to ;;penrl their 
energy and enterprise a,mongst us, ',Yho arc 
prepared to make shift for themselves. All 
over the State evide11ce can be seon of its 
progress. The Director of Labour has 
reported that the most outstanding feature 
of the year 1934-05 was the romar ka blc 
improvement in employment. ]Vfoee men 
were employed during that year than in any 
other since 1928. That is a fa.ct that cannot 
be refuted and it redounds to the ceedi;; of 
the Government's policy. 

I am pleased to notice the Govc;·rnncHt's 
activity in eublic works. They should . be 
commended for pursuing a policy t11at 
enables the workers of this StaLe to be 
put in regular employment and to Pr,joy 
regular wages. I congratulate the Govern­
ment for pushing on with jobs like tho 
Stanley River clam, which at the present 
time employs between 300 and 400 men, and 
the Jubilee Bridge, which is also giving 
E'mploytnent to several hundred. 'The con­
;;truction of a new materuity hospital at 
Bow en Bridge and the M ackay h:trbonr 
8cheme are other things for which the 
Government are to be commended. It is 
aho their intention, I understand, to pro­
ceed with the building of a new university. 
The building trade is a generous crrl)1loyer 
of labour a,ncl enable'' its workers to el'joy 
a fair romun0ration with hJil.;cimG omploy­
rnent, and I commend the t ::-ov•_, TlnH~nt for 
ihcir plans to pnsh on with :1 work tlutt 
cannot fail to give an impetus to it. 

I am pleased also to note His Excellency's 
reference to the hospihl system, and I con­
gratulate the Minister for Health and Home 
Affairs upon the construction of new hospitals 
throughout Queensland and upon their 
cfi1cient administration. Not only have HJG 
rountry nuts of Quecnslond bcllefi,eJ in this 
way. The cities have not boon n<~glected. 
The new administrative block in the course 
of construction at the General Hospital will 
be a monument to the work of thP present 
Government and to the ahlc Mini,ter in 
charge of the department. This hospital will 
be the finest public institution of its kind in 

the southern hemisphere. I understand that 
t,he l'\ o. 3 block and the nurses' quarters 
are nearly con1plPtt-d and that lH!"'t week 
the· Minist<'r ,,·ill lav the founrlutJon stone 
of the fourth block. ·r commend the Ciovern­
nlent for tht>jr progress in the provis~on of 
hospitals, anci C''peciull.v for th<>ir ;woYision 
of the new \\'omen's HomitaL which will 
prove a great boon to eXpectatlt rnothers 
and other' who will need to seck its aid. 1t 
is IJOt generally kHown that 50 per rent. of 
the bab1c.-,;. horn ln QuecnslanJ. arc born in 
maternity hospitals esto blishcd by the 
Gm·crnment. The \Yemen's Hosp1tal will be 
tho very latest in construction and equipment. 

Another phase of the activities of the 
Home Denartrncnt ment ionecl bv llis 
Excellonrv ' is the prnpo~t'd nP\V · dental 
hospital, ~vith the lJUildilJ!£ of which I bclievo 
that it is the intc•Jltion of the (ion'rmnent 
to proceed in tl1o near ftlhHl'. Tlw dental 
hospital systmn i-. giYing great St.'rvice to 
those \York('rs of Quc'f'nsland vvho are tllHtble 
to pay for the attention of printtc dcuiists. 
About 7.000 sets of new artificial teeth were 
made during· the last year by the Dental 
:Hospital, and jt is rf'a~onahlP to assurrH~ 
that apart from such a provi,ion the majority 
of those ,people would have lwen unable to 
obtain thoso benefits. (Opposition interrup­
tion.) 

Another aspect of the dq1arbnent's work 
that is dr·oerYing of great credit is the 
establishment of the Elizabeth Kenn,· clinics. 
The Government are to be congratulated 
upon t·heir 0ndeavour to develop a, cure for 
persons who arc suffm·ing from the results 
of infantile paralysis. 

:\fr. BELL: You arc a long time waking up. 

11r. SPEAKER: Order! Hon. members 
o;l mv left are well aware that it is custo­
lnary ·to allow hon. men1bcrs making their 
maiden speeches to do so without interrup­
tion or into1·joct;on. I hope hon. members 
will remember that. 

Mr. MANN : Thank you, Mr. Speakel'. 
\Ve know that hon. members opposite will 
be there long enough for us to get '"eel to 
their intnrrnption. 

I should like to congratulate the Govun­
ment on their establishment of the Juvenile 
Labour Bureau, which, as His Excellency 
rcrnurks. has be0n the n1eans of placing boys 
and girls in employment who previously had 
failed to get it. I understand that about 
2,900 boys and girls found employment last 
year through this bur£'au, which under the 
direction of Colonel Hill is doing excellent 
~,'o'Ork. I suggest to tbo GoYernrnent that 
its scope be extended and that the co-opera­
tion of all commercial and industrial 
employers l)e inYitcd. 

The l'ress intimated this morning that it 
was expected that His Excellency would be 
anpointcd for a further term of flve years. 
T'hat is an undoubted tribute to his W'ide 
popularity, and I believe will rr:eet with ' ' ' 
approval of the Government, secmg that they 
are not to be accorded the privilege of 
having local Governors. 

I co:Jgratulate the Government on their 
legislative and administrative record, and I 
look forward with pleasure to witnessing a, 
further measure of public benefit from a 
DQntinuation of the sa.me policy. I hope that 
their progres.s in the future will be even 
greater than their ach'm·ements in the past. 

GovERN1TENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. Mann.] 
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Mr. RIORDAN (Bowen) (3.32 p.m.) : l 
have much pleasure in seconding the resolu­
tion so ably moved by the hon. member for 
Brisbane. At the outset I desire to pay a 
tribute to the late Mr. Charles Collins, a 
former member of this Parliament. He set 
a standard in this House which I aspire 
to equal. I knew the late Charlie Collins 
when I was a small boy in the North, and 
I am firmly convinced that he lived for only 
one thing-the Labour movement. '.rhrough­
out his life he remained true to its early 
ideals, sternly determined not to waver m 
the slightest. The people of the Bowen 
electorate deeply regret his passing. 

I desire to congratulate the Premier upon 
his succefisful missi,on overseas, primarily in 
the interests of the great sugar industry. As 
the represen~ativo of a district engaged 
principally in sugar production I am pleased 
to know that as a result of his visit a 
percentage reduction in our exports of surplus 
sugar to Great Britain was averted and thus 
the sugar farmers of this State avoided a 
loss of approximately £560,000 per annum. 
The probkm of over-production in tho 
industry is a very serious and important 
one that must be solved by the farmers them­
selve.s. I am very concerned and the farmers 
are also very concerned at the operation of 
the present peak year scheme, which was 
voluntarily imposed upon the industry, 1 
believe, in 1929. It affected many farmers 
very seriously, particularly in those areas 
that had not then reached the full pro­
ductiml that they have attained of recent 
years. One of the places sorely hit was the 
Proserpine district, an old-established sugar 
area. The completion of the North Coast 
railwav made now areas available for sugar 
production, and the Proserpine district did 
not reach full production until a compara­
tivelv rec~nt date. As late as 1931 land was 
still "being assigned. and the dietrict did not 
reach full product>on until some time in 
1933, whereas the peak year producti.o.n >~·aS 
based on the average production during the 
years 1915 to 1929, and Proserpino did not 
r<<,ch its peak in that period till 1927. 
It will thns be seen that the scheme had 
a very detrimental effect on the district. 
There· ar•' 432 farmers in the area, 220 
of whom do not grow more than 200 
tons each per annum. Anyone with a 
knowledge of the sugar industrv will know 
that it is not possible for a farrrler to obtain 
a reasonable livelihood if he does not grow 
more than that, yet his production for 
No. 1 pool is severely restricted by the 
peak year scheme. The position regarding 
mill neaks in this area prevents it from 
developing. The g-rowers have local ways 
and moa,ns of dealinp: with restriction 
of the g-rowth of cane. The position facing 
the industry ref]uires careful consideration, 
not only by those engaged in the industrv 
itself. but b:v the Government also. A policy of 
restriction of output would mean a restriction 
to mill peaks. This would result in fln:tncial 
cha.c·s and ruin to the district. The Home 
Hill area ?eachcd its peak in 1929, when for 
sonw rc·a.<on unknown to the sugar growers 
in that area-they have had their struggles 
and misfortunes to contend with-17,000 tons 
of canA w·ore diverted from the Inkerman 
to the Invicta mill. The Invicta. mill reached 
its peak in 1929. The Home Hill area, like 
Proserpine, is expanding, but that expamion 
is jeopardised by that diversion. That 
quantity would be beneficial to the Home 
Hill district. The&e are a few phases of 
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the sugar industry, a knowledge of which 
will enable hon. members to appreciate the 
indefatigable work of the Premier during his 
recent trip to Great Britain. His elforts in 
maintaining the exportable quotas will be 
appreciated by the industry. 

The renewal of the Sugar Agreement fo1· a 
further live years will certainly give some 
sense of security to the sugar farmer, but 
until a remunerative market is found for 
the exportable surplus the industry is faced 
with a period of anxiety and difficulty. 

There is another matter in relation to the 
sugar ir:dustry tha~ I d~sire to b~ing, under 
the notice of the rremier and his Govern­
ment. \Vithin the next few months there· 
is a probability that the Inkerman and 
Pioneer sugar mills will be offered for sale. 
I suggest that a.s the farmers have made 
a hug·e success of the management of the 00· 
operative sugar mills in this State they be 
encouraged and helped to take over those 
mills on a similar basis. That can only be 
accomplished by legisl<ation and sympathetic 
llnancial aid by the Government. I k:>ow 
that this matter will receive the serwus 
atteution of the Gov•ernment, as they re­
cognise the difficulties that beset the industry 
and have always given it favourable ~reat­
ment. If more control of industry is placed 
in the hands of the workers, whQ in this 
instance are the growers, greater contentment 
and expansion will result. This can .be 
accomplished bv the adoption of that policy 
either by a Labour or Nationalist Govern­
ment. 

The Governor's Speech foreshadows tlie 
introduction of a Water Acts Amendment 
Bill. I am interested in this measure, and I 
hope that it will afford greater. help to people 
who depend on irrigation for the workmg 
of the land. The trust that has been formed 
at Home Hill to control the Inkerman irriga­
tion ar0a has built up a reserve -fund. A 
proposal has been made by this trust t? ~he 
Secretary for Public Lands for a re';lliSs!On 
of certain dues that have been paid. 1 
trust that this application will receive his 
serious consideration. He has shown a desire 
to help the man on the land, and an appli.ca­
tion from a ]Jody representmg men >yorkmg 
the land for the purpose ·of devolopmg the 
northern districts of Qtwensland must appeal 
to him. It is recognised that the sugar 
industrv is vital to the populating of our 
tropica.l areas, and it has been agreed on all 
side:; that nothing shotild be done to hamper 
the attainment of this great objective. 

Tho Governor makes referenoe in his 
Speech to the districts lw has visited in his 
various tours of this State. lt cannot be 
gaimaid that His Exc.ellenc:v has travelled 
thn State more extensively than any other 
occupant of the position, and he therefore 
knows many of the attractions that t.,'tweJ!S­
land has to offer the tourist. T 11~ tourist 
trade should receive cueful attention and 
ever:v effort should be made to put it on a 
soun'd basis. The Barrier Reef is wmctinws 
known as the "Northern V\'onder," and the 
vVhit,unday Passage and the islands in its 
proximity will be the future playground 
of thousands of tourists. These beauty spots 
arc situated close to Bowen, Proserpin8, 
and Mackav. Only one thing is lacking­
proper aece"ss roads to the tRk'ng-off places, 
particularly the Cannon Valley road at 
Proserpine. I notice that the Secretary for 
Public Works has made provision for 3 m;l•'S 
of road there, but 5 miles more of roa,d will 
be necessary to give good access. 
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His Excellency refers to the activities of 
the Department of Public Instruction. I 
hold that it is the right of every child to 
enjoy the fullest opportunities of educrttion, 
irrepective of whether it re~ides in the city 
or country. 

The PREM[ER : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. RIORDAN: The city offers greater 

educational fa.cilities than country centres, 
and although the primary correspondence 
schools-introduced by this Government­
have done and are doing excellent work, 
there is still need for additional school 
facilities in the eountry areas, particularly 
in the area adjoining l'roserpine. The old 
schonl building in Proserpine, for instance, 
is out of date and inadequate. I have 
recently toured the Dowen electorate and 
been impressed wi,th the need for new 
schools in many centres. I suggest to the 
Minister that additional school facilities 
are needed. 

There is much room for expansion of the 
meat industry in Northern Queensland, 
including the Bowen electorate. There 1~ 
no doubt that the application of science to 
the ptcparation of the products and the 
adoption of improved marketing methods 
will bring about that expansion. I believe 
that the improvement of herds will also 
enable it to grow to such an extent that 
it will l)e able to supply the oversea market. 

It i-s Yery pleasing to me, as one who has 
had a good deal of experience in the Tanks 
of the unemployed, to know that many 
thousands of men who were without jobs a 
few years ago are now in employment. 
llreat credit is due to the Government for 
that, but much remains to be done. vVhcn 
the Moore Government left office in 1932 the 
unemployed figures for this State were the 
highest in its history, but with the advent 
of the Labour GoYcrnrnent they immediately 
started to decLne. They haYu progressively 
declined till they are now at the lowest 
figure since the depression commenced. In 
spite of all that has been accomplished 
there is still much to do before the Govern­
ment can rest content or the unemployed 
be satisfied. No Government can be content 
so long as there are any unemployed within 
the State. I know that it is the desire of 
the Gm-ernmcnt to place all in emplovrnent 
if possible. • 

At the same time the fact must not he lost 
sight of that the problem of the unemployed 
has to be faced. Speaking as one who 
until recently was in that class I know that 
it must be faced, inasmuch as if the Govern­
ments of Australia do not do so, then 
the democratic form of government that 
is known to us will disappear. Under 
the present c&pitalistic system nnomploy­
ment cannot be entirely eliminated, for it 
is essn1tial to the succecs of that system 
that there shall be a surplus of labour. We 
m11st, without ceasing, aim at seoing that 
within all this Commonwealth the policy 
of tho Labour Party is given effect to, for 
till the system under \Yhich we live 
to-day is displaced by tbat sponsored by 
tha.t party, Amtralia cannot be a peaceful 
and contented nation. 

GovER~i\lENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RIORDAN: There is full and plenty 
in Australia for everybody and it is necessary 
that all Governments face the fact that the 
present system has outlived its usefulness. 
It is gradually being changed by the Labour 

Government of Queensland and I hope that 
within the next few years the big things 
that we are looking forward to will 
materialise. I hope to see the total elimina­
tion of unemployment within the Common­
wealth, even if it means that the present 
system of society must go as a result of 
its gradual removal by the Labour Govern­
ments in the Commonwealth. 

I trust the day will neYer come when 
Queensland will lose the honour of having 
the highest basic wage, the highest effective 
wage, the shortest wcorking week, the lowest 
cost of living and tlle lmvcst percentage of 
unemployment in the Commonwealth if not 
in the world. ' 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MAHER (1Vest "~Ioreton): I move 

the adjournment of the debak 
Question put and passed. 
Resumntion of debate made an Order of 

the Day -for to-morrow. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiackay) : I move-

~' That the House, at its rising, do 
ad]onrn unt1l to-morrow at 10 o'clock a.m. 

Question put and passed. 
The House f.djourned at 3.50 p.m. 




