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Question,

WEDNESDAY, 13 NOVEMBER, 1935.

Mr Sreeaker (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory)
ook the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTION.
{ONSIRUCTION OF PARTS FOR LOCOMOTIVES
BY WALKERS LIMITED.
Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong)
Minister for Transport—

“In reference to his answer to my
Umktlon on Friday last—

1. What is the total amount of the

asked the

orders given to Walkers Limited,
Maryborough, for parts required in
connection with the construction of

locomotives at the Ipswich railway

workshops ?
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2. What period of time is allowed
Walkers Limited for the construction
of such parts?”’

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT

(Hon. J. Dash, Mundingburra) veplied—

“ 1. £555 15s.
““2. Nine weeks.”

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed:—

Fifrieth Report of the Registrar of
Friendly Societies, Building Societies,
and Industrial and Providens Socie:
ties, being for the year.

Fourteenth Annual Report of the Com-
missioner of Main Rcads, being for
the year 1934-1935.

The following papers were laid on the
table : —

Orders in Council under
Court Act of 1921.”

“ The Suprems

Regulation dated 17th October. 1935,
under “The Trust Accounts Acts,
1923 to 1925.”
Regulations, dated 9th October, 1935,
under ““The State Advances Acts,
1916 to 1934.”
SUPPLY.
SEVENTEENTH ALLOTTED DAv—RECEPTION OF
RESOLUTIONS.

The CHAIRMAN OF C(COMMITTEES
(Mr. Hanson, Buranda) presented the
resolutions, reported from Committee of
Supply on Tuesday, the 12th instant.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan
Smith, Mackay): I move—

“That the resolutions Dbe now

received.”
Question put and passed.
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS.
The resolutions having been taken as read,

The TREASURER (Hou. W. Forgan
Smith, 3ackay): I move—
“ That the resolutions be now agreed
to.”
And hon. members indicating a desire to

discuss Resolutions 2, 4, 8, 14 16, 23, 28,
31, 33, 34, 36, 38, 39, 42 45 56, 64, 65 66, 6:,
68 69 70 '71 72 73 and 74 —

Mr. SPEAKER : Perhaps it would be well
that I should mention that these resolutions
are being taken separately and each hon.
member has a right to speak for forty
minutes on every resolution, that the Minister
in reply has the same time and his speech
will close the debate on that resolution.

Resolution 1— Aide-de-Camp to His Ewxcel-
leney the Governor "—agreed to.
“ His FExcellency the
of rote’—

Resolution 2
Gorvernor—Balanes

Mr. LARCOMBE (Rockhampton) [10.39
am.}: T desire to raise the question of
the officc of State Governor. It is not a
new one, but it is very important, and a
matter upon which I feel strongly. I think
the practice of foisting an imported Governor
upon the people of Queensiand should be
discontinued. Tt seems to me it is an insult

Mr. Larcombe.]
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to the intelligence, the manhood, and the
national statns of Australia. It is a con-
stifutional impertinence of the first magni-
tude and should cease as carly as possible.
As the Premier is going to London shortly
I suggest that his presence there will be
a convenient opportunity again to raise
this matter, which is important to Queens-
land and to all other States of the Common-
wealth. I know that on previous ocecasions
former Labour Governments have endea-
voured to have the practice altered and
induce the authorities to regard Australian
citizens as eligible for that office, but their
efforts were not successful.

The attitude of the home authorities is
that they will not consider a change in the
procedure unless a united request comes from
all the States of the Commonwealth. I think
that is begging the question. It is evasive and
side-stepping, and we should not take that
answer as definite and final. I think each
State of the Commonwealth is entitled to
determine its own policy in respect of this
mnportant matter, wnd it is absurd and
inconsistent to «deny the rights to those
States that desire to bring about a change
until all the States are agreed. One State
could hold out and thus delay the reform
indefinitely. That irritating, annoying, and
disconcerting attitude of the home autho-
rities is causing much apprehension and
discontent in Australia, and is contradictory
of our alleged self-governing power.

We have a very fine example of an
Australian citizen Governor in the gentleman
that now occupies the important position of
Governor-Geéneral of Australia. That is a
good example and a sound precedent that
could be followed in the appointment of a
State Govermor.  Sir Isaac Isaacs has
undoubtedly been a great success. He has
filled the position of Governor-General with
ability and dignity and has controverted
all the objections that were raised against
his appointment, either personally or in
principle, by sycophantic, snobbish snipers
who attacked the practice of appointing
Australian citizens to the position.

It has been suggested that there is some
degree_of inconsistency on the part of the
Australian  Labour Party, in making the
request  that emanates from myself and
other members of the party, because it has
from time to time clected leaders who were
not  Australian-born. There is no incon-
sistency at all. In such selections it was
people of the Commonwealth and the States

that made the choice. That is a vitally
important distinction. If the people of
Queensland desire to have an overseas

eitizen appointed as State Governor I have
ne objection, but I object to the home
authorities Imposing Governors from over-
seas upon Qucensland and other States of
the  Commonwealth, irrespective of the
wishes of the people. If citizens of other
parts of the world are eligible and if the
States of Australia desire to select them,
let them do it, but there should be no
coercion or forcing in the matter.

Now, Mr. Speaker, there are two aspects
of this question—that of principle, and that
of economy. I have elabovated my view
from the viewpoint of prineiple and my
remarks have no personal significance. I
am not reflecting on the present or any past
occupant of the position of State Governor
of Queensland. T am discussing the prin-

[Mr. Larcombe.
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ciple, in respect of which I have elaborated
my arguments quite apart from personal
considerations. From the sccond viewpoint
also there is a splendid opportunity for the
people of Australia. They may economise
by = inducing the home  authoritics to
inaugurate a change of principle and adopt
the reform the Australian Labour Party and
the Queensland Labour Government have
cndeavoured from time to time to bring
about. If the principle sere rcoognised of
appointing, say, the Chief Justice of
Queensland instead of an appointee from
overseas, as the link with His Majesty that
is now considered necessary, much money
could be saved. The cost of Parliamentary
(tovernment in Australia to-day is mpproxi-
mately £1,000,000 a year and much of that
money is expended on the office of State
GGovernors and on Legislative Councils. We
can do without both with advantage.

Mr. MaxweLL: With disadvantage.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LARCOMBE: With advantage. In
Queensland for approximately fifteen years
there has been no second Chamber, no Legis-
lative Council.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. LARCOMBE: Much of that

£1,000,000 could be saved if we could effect
the reform of ecnabling, say, the Chief
Justice of Quecnsland to perform the duiies
required of a State Governor. To-day the
position is entirely different from what it
was prior to federation. We have a
(tovernor-General who is a link between
the Aunstralian dominions and His Majesty
and there is not now the same necessity to
have imported Governors, with all the costs
that surround the carrying out of the
duties of that office. When federation of
the Australian States was being considered.
Sir George Dibbs and other statesmen
thought it would be unnccessary in a svstem
of federation to have the office of State
Governor continued. That was a sound
commonsense viewpoint and one to which
effect should be given without delay. It iz
a reform that we should strain every nerve
to bring about in Queensland.

It will be said that if we appoint &
Queensland citizen as State Governor he
may have been a party politican and there-
fore there may be a prospect of the ofhce
being dragged through the mire of party
politics. That is an insincere and hrpo-
critical objection. There is no such danger.
Sir Isaac Isaacs is an example. Prior to
becoming Governor-General of Australia he
was a party politician, but in his high office
he showed a perfect detachment and never
allowed to obtrude the party political
attributes that characterised his utterances
in the Commonwealth Parliament when
he was a member thereof. He has shown
perfect detachment. He has thrown aside
for ever the mantle of party politics and has
filled the office with dignity and success.
He was a brilliant scholar, a great states-
man, and an eminent jurist, and he achieved
marked success. One regrets the bitterness
of the attack that was made upon him when
he was appointed, and the prediction that
failure would follow his occupancy of the
office.

Again, we have the
Lieutenant-Governor in
James Blair, who was a

example of the
Queensland,  Sir
strong  party
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politician, but who since he has become Chief
Justice and oceupied the position of Lieu-
tenant-Governor has never for one moment
allowed party politics to intrude into his
judgments or decisions, or into his outlook
on life. social or otherwise. Therefore, I
submit there should be no disqualification of
Queenslanders and Australians. They should
be sligible and should be given an oppor-
tunity to fill these offices, in the same wav
that Sir Isaac Isaacs was. I am confident
that they would fill them with equal success.

The argument that it is possible that a
Queenslander, being a party politician.
would besmirch the office is further belied
by the fact that the appointees of the British
anthorities have quite frequently been party
politicians or men who have been in politics
for many years. Take the present Goveraor
of Queensland, Sir Leslie Wilson. He was &
party politician for ten years in England,
but that fact did not disqualify him. He
has not allowed politics to intride into tue
discharge of his office in Queensland. Nor
would any true Queenslander of ability,
experience, and standing allow such ques-
trons to intrude into the office to which he
might be appointed. Then, again, the
English authorities appointed Lord Stone-
haven as the Governor-General of Australia.
He was a party politician before he came to
Australia, He came to the Commonwealth,
carried out his duties well, returned home,
and re-entered party politics. So we see
that there is no psychological difficulty, that
Queenslanders or Australians can show just
as perfect a detachment from party politics
as appointees from the other side of the
world. Therefore, T hope that the Premier
will raise this question in England and
endeavour to make the change that I sug-
gest,

In conclusion, I desire to say that the
question is not a- party political one. One
of the most powerful advocates of the change
I urge was William Watt, one time Acting
Prime Minister of Australia, one time acting
leader of the anti-Labour Party in this Com-
monwealth. He was most insistent upon the
necessity for the reform, and other power-
ful leading lights in the anti-Labour Party
have been just as emphatic in their support
of it. I hope 1t will receive favourable
consideration.

Mr. FOLEY (Normanby) [10.52 a.m.]: 1
desire to support the remarks of the hon.
member for Rockhampton, and in doing so
I do not wish to adopt any mean petty
national outlook. I am not objecting to an
individual. I realise that most of the men
who have come from overseas to take up
the ypositions of Governor-General of Aus-
tralia and Governor of this State have been
men of splendid character and have dis-
charged their duties admirably and to the
Lenefit of Australia. But there is an out-
standing sentiment in Australia that Aus-
tralians should be appointed to these posi-
tions, men with an Australian outlook who
when  touring the State or the Common-
wealth will be able to communicate that
same outlook to the rising generation. Most
of our overseas Governors and Governors-
General have undoubtedly had what one
might term an  imperialistic outlook,
although _there has not been any great
evidence that they have endeavoured to
obtruode it when making visits to different
parts of the State, and the sentiment that
we should have an Australian-born with an
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Australian outlook in such a position is very

strong.

As has been already pointed out, the
Lieutenant-Governors of Queensland have
carried out their duties with the highest

honour to this State and the people gene-
rally.  We have, therefore, shown to the
authorities responsible for the appointment
of Governors that we can produce men quite
capable of filling the positions,

The Imperial authorities have decided
that when the majority of the Australian
States agree that the system of appointing
Australian Governors should be adopted they
will concur in that view, but why should
Queensland wait until the majority of the
Australian States are in agreement on the
point? In my travels, at public gatherings,
and in private conversation I have heard
very strong views in favour of the appoint-
ment of Australian citizens as Governors of
the various States, and in view of the very
strong demand in this direction I suggest
that the Premier raise the matter again with
the Imperial authorities during his next visit
to London. He should endeavour to induce
them to alter their decision to concur in the
appointment of Australian citizens only when
the majority of the Australian States agree
and to decide that if the feeling in Queens-
land is strong this State should have the
right to nominate one of its citizens to this
high office.

Mr. KING (Maree) [10.56 a.m.]: No poli-
tical party can be accused of disloyalty in
holding that the citizens of this country
should be appointed to the high offices of
Governor and Governor-General. I take the
view that such an office should be filled by a
gentleman who has rendered distinguished
servico to the State or Commonwealth. I do
not suggest that that individual must be a
native-born Queenslander or Australian, but
he should hbe a person who has rendered
a distinguished service to this country. I
think it is recognised by everybody that the
Government of a State are consulted by the
home authorities before the actual choice
is made, and the appointee always receives
the approbation of both the State Govern-
ment and the home authorities.

No one can justly criticise the appoint-
ment of Sir Isaac Isaacs as Governor-
General on the ground that he was not
capable of filling the position because he was
an  Australian-born  citizen. This very
eminent gentleman was born in the small
town of Beechworth, in Victoria, worked
assiduously, and by determination and
ability became a learned jurist and states-
man, and eventually was elevated to the
lighest public  pesition in  Australia—
Governor-General. His term of office is
drawing to a close, but in the evening of his
life he has the satisfaction of knowing that
he enjoys the undoubted confidence of all
sections of the Australian public. There are
many other eminent and reputable gentle-
men who could quite fittingly fill the posi-
tions of Governor and Governor-General,
gentlemen who have rendered distinguished
service to this country, and on that account
are more capable than others of under-
standing the requirements of the Australian
public. A (Governor from overseas has to
acquire practically the whole of his know-
ledge of Australian requirements after his
arrival, but—if a special knowledge is
required for the performance of the office
of Governor in a satisfactory and efficient

Mr. King.}
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manlier—the person who has given years of
service to the State is bottm able to decide
upon the requirements of our people and
understand their difficulties than the most
capable man from overseas, I hope that in
the not very distant future a Queensland
citizen will be appointed to this high and
honourable position. I am satisfied that
when his term_expired no one would be
justified in (’l"ltl(’]:Jng his administration on
the ground that it was inferior to the work
that may have heen done by any Governor
from overseas,

Mr. POWER (Baroona) [11 a.m.]:
supporting the criticism of the appomt
ment of Governors from overseas I have no
intention or desire to cast any reflection
on the present occupant of the office of
Governor of this State. It has been said,
and will be said again, that the appoint-
ment of a local gentleman as Governoy will
savour of party politics. Let us analyse the
appointments made from overseas over a
number of years. Their politics have always
been of the Conservative type. They have
usually sat in the British House of Commons

House of Lords, and have not been sup-
pmters of the Labour Party. We have 1n
Australia men with qualifications equal to
those of any imported gentleman. An all-
Australian should be appointed to the office
of Governor becausc he is more conversant
with the wants and conditions of the people.
I agree with the hon. member who has just
vesumed his seat that some gentlemen who
has rendered invaluable service to Queens-

land should receive preferment when the
appomtment is being considered. I have no
hesitation in  contending that the Chief

Justice, Sir James Blair, would make a
very excellent Governor. I hope that the
Premier will use his best endcavours in
having a locally born resident appointed to
the office.

Mr. BRASSINGTON (Fortitude Valley)
[11.3 a.m.]: The Labour Party stands for
many well-defined principles, one of which
is that an Australian should be appointed
to the office of Governor-General or
Governor. The party had the opportunity
of putting that principle into effect when
Sir Isaac Isaacs, the ex-Chief Justice of
the High Court, was appointed Governor-
General of Australia. Every citizen, irre-
spective of his political opinions, will’ agree
that that appointment was one of the finest
that has ever been made in the interests
of the Commonwealth. Sir Isaae Isaacs is
a big Australian, a man })0\50<bing many
valued gifts, and he has filled the office in
such a manner that it has been universally
agreed that he has given in it still more
splendid service to Australia. His appoint-
ment disposed of the argument often
brought forward that Australians canmot
discharge the dutics of the office of
Governor-(eneral or Governor of a State.
The splendid service rendered by Sir Isaac
Isaacs proves the case of the Labour Party
that future appointments to that high and
dignified office should be made from among
men resident in Australia.

Hon. members opposite very often attempt
to make this very anortant question a
matter of party polities. It is not a matter
of party pohtlc\: it concerns a matter that
is more important—Australian sentiment.
Every citizen of this great Commonwealth
who believes in its future destiny recognises
that it must be developed to enable it to
progress until it attains the highest possible

[Mr. King.
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posifion among the nations of the world.
I'he Labour Party believes in the creation
of an Australian sentiment, and that being
s0 we arc on sound ground in a.d\Ox,dtlnff
the pursuit of that objective by the appoint-
ment of Australian residents to the respon-
sible office of Governor-General or State
Governor. There is nothing wrong with that.
principle. It is sound and progressive and
we can give as an example of its success the
history of the practice in the United States
of America, where Governors are elected by
the people. Hon. members opposite cannot
point to an instance where that principle
has been against the best interests of those
States. The Labour TParty in Australia is
not the only one in the Empire that believes
that appointment to the office of Governor
should be made from local residents: the
principle is  very strongly supporied in
Canada, another British Dominion. One of
the Canadian provinces, Alberta, departed
from the principle of importing Governors
and appointed a local resident, the appoint-
ment proving successful. No argument can
be adduced to prove that the principle 13
not sound or that it is against the best
interests of the people.

Hon. members opposite continually assail
the Labour Party for its attitude on this
matter., The Opposltlon approve of the
principle of importing men from overseas
to carry out the duties of Governor in this
State. Their imperialistic outlook deter-
mines their attitnde; they regard the matter
from an imperial pomt of view that is not
in the hest interests of the Commonwealth
of Australia. The Prime Minister, Mr.
Lyons, while touring the old country
recently, hawked the position of Governor-
Gencral from one person to another, and
became the laughing-stock of the people.
Surely hon. members opposite do not
approve of that conduct!

The appointment of Sir Isaac Isaac: as
Governor-General of Australia was one
of the finest that has been made in the
history of the Commonwealth. That gentle-
man demonstrated beyond doubt that an
Australian can fill the position with credis
to himself and honour to the Common-
wealth, and that the ties with the mother
country are not impaired by such a choice.

I sincerely hope the Labour Party will
have the opportunity of carrying out its
policy, and that not only shall we have a
Governor-General selected from the Aus-
tralian people, but that our State Governors
will be appointed from within Australia
and will be men conversant with Au~tm,uan
sentiment and conditions. The prineip
sound one and is favoured by the Au\tmhan
people. Tt is only opposed by imperialists
who favour a policr that is inimical to the
welfare of Australia.

Mr. WATERS (Kelvin Grove) [11.10 a,m.]:

The principle advocated by the hon
member for Rockhampton is supported by
the average Australian citizen. No reason-
able, still less a cogent argument, cun be
put forward against an Australian citizen
being appointed to the position of Governor
of the State. In this regard I wish to refer
to the indecent haste shown by the Moore
Administration in appointing to the posi-
tion of Governor of this State the present
occupant of that office when the matter was
one that should have been the concern of
the incoming Government. The Moore
Government had the audacity to appoint =




Supply.

Qovernor instead of allowing the people’s
will, as reflected at that election, to be put
inte execution.

It is argued against the practice of
appointing an Australian citizen to the office
of Governor or Governor-General that some
person connccted with party politics might
be appointed. It would be horrifying to the
{pposition if a Labour man were appointed
to the responsible office of Governor! Hon.
members opposite overlook the fact that
most of the appointments in recent years
have been of men who had been connected

with political organisations in the old
country; if not directly connected with
them as party representatives, they have
shown allegiance to some brand of poli-

tical organisation. Lord Stonehaven is a
case in point. He was a very active member
of the Conservative organisation in England
before his appointment as Governor-General
of this country.

The 'TrEastrer: He
oW,

Mr. WATERS: Yes. He did not secure
the post he aspired to, and as a sop he
was offered the position of Governor-General
of Australia. That is typical of the motives
of expediency that have dictated the appoint-
ment of Governors-General and State
Governors over the past twenty or thirty
years. The present occupant of the office
m Queensland was for many years a politi-
cian in Fngland—many of his past suc-
cesses were won in party politics—but that
has not debarred him in any way from
carrying out the functions associated with
the office. There is the instance in New
Socuth  Wales where a State Governor
endeavoured to dictate a policy to the Govern-
ment of the day. Lord Strickland was teld
to mind his own business, and promptly
bundled home. Since then no Governor has
attempted to dictate policy to the Adminis-
tration.

is chairman of it

No one can justify the appointment of any
other than a Jocal citizen. I would not
restrict the appoimntment to a person born
in Australia—no one should take that narrow
viewpoint. Any Australian citizen, a man
that has been vesident in Australia and has
had the franchise and has taken part in the
development and the welfare of the country,
should Dbe  eligible for appointment, pro-
vided he has the qualificatiens for the posi-
tion,

Powers and functions of State Governors
have materially changed 1in recent years.
The powers are considerably lessened, and
the responsibilities have decreased since
federation, prior to which each State exer-
ciied  the powers now possessed by the
Commonwealth Government. Very definitely
do I say that to-day the office of Governor
is a sineenre, and there is no reason why
an Australian citizen should not be entitled
to the emoluments and the credit attached
to the position.

Having regard to these facts and the fact
that the office is merely a connecting link
between the State Government and the
Dominions Office the duties could well be
discharged by an Australian citizen. I lock
forward to the day—I trust it is not far
distant—when this Government will have an
opportunty to give a lead to the other Aus-
tralian States and appoint an Australian
citizen to the office of Governor of the State
of Queensland, just as a Commonwealth
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Labour Government appointed an Australian
citizen in Sir Isaac Issacs to the office of
Governor-General,

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalbyy [11.17
a.m.]: When the rveferendum was being held
on the formation of the Commonwealith of
Australia we were told by all prominent men
that a vote in favour of the proposal would
enable the offices of State Governors to be
abolished, and there would be a Governor-
Jencral for the whole of the Australian
States. There is no doubt that this would
offect economy. I am <till of opinicn that
it would be a good thing if the States of
Australia agreed to abolish the office of
State Governor, and allow the Governor-
General to act for all the States. This
would mean that the Governor-General would
live in each State for a period of the year.
There is no reason why he should not. By
so doing he would become better acquainted
with the various States.

Those who advocate the continuance of
the practice of appointing men from over-
seas consider that such an appointee on the
expiration of his term of office, and on his
veturn to Great Britain, is a very good
ambassador for the State. It is contended
that he is able to impart knowledge and
information to the people in other couniries
and in that wav does good service for the
State. There may be something in thas
argument. but if any change is to be made, 1
favour the abolition of the position of State
Governor. The expense of maintaining it
would be saved. and the money could be
used in other waws with benefit to Queens-
land. 1f the Treasurer is in favour of
abolishing the position of State Governor, I
suggest that he raise the matter at some
future confercnce. The Governor-General
could do all the work that is nccessary.
without being overworked in an He
could assent to Bills, and negot with
the Imperial Geovernment on behalf  of
Queensland, I hope that the Treasurer will
endeavour to bring about the fulfilinent of
tlie promise that was made to the ;\Uéi.'v:a]lall
people prior to federation that if we
approved of it we should be relieved of the
responsibility and expense of a Srate
Governor.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich) [11.20 aam.]: T
congratulate the hon. member for Rock-
hampton upon raising this matter. and
Kon. members opposite upon the unanimity
with which it is being discussed. Every
hon. member of the. Opposition who has
spoken this morning has agreed with hen.
members on the Government side thet some
change should be made. It is gralifzing
to know that Parliament is so unanimous.
T am not one of those who consider that
the fact that a man has been a member
of Parliament should be a bar to his aeecept-
ing any appointment. I am prepaved to
believe that if a member of this Parliameunt
was appointed Governor of this State the
question of party politics would not be raised,
If the Leader of the Oppesition was
appointed Governor of Queensland, T am
sure that he would fill the dutics of that
position with the greatest success, despite
the fact that he had been a politician for
many years. On the other hand—instead of
appoilﬁing a man who was partly an
importation, owing te the fact that he came
from Victoria—suppose that the hon. mem-
bher for Stanley, who is a Quecnslander, was
appointed. His photograph appeared 1

Mr. Gledson.]
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the paper the other day as being in the  party opposite is a man who devoted a

Vien-Regal party at the Melbourne Cup,
and he looked exceptionally well with his
top hat and spats. He is a Queenstander
whe could mix in soclety and take part
in social events, and I am suare that he
would do credit to the position.

1 have come in contact with a number
of estimable gentlemen who have been
appointed Governors of Queensland. Iuery-
one of those gentlemen, whether he had been
engaged in polities or mnot, carried out his
duties as Governor of Queensland without
taint of politics. But that does not alter
the attitude of hon. members on this side
of the House. We do not cast any reflee-
tion upon any gentleman who has been
appointed by His Majesty the King to repre-
sent him in Queensland, but we do say
that His Majesty could seleet a Queens-
lander who would carrv out the duties of
Governor of Queensland as well as the men
who come from the other side of the world.
In fact, I consider that Queenslanders would
carry them out more cfficiently because they
know the country, they know the people
and the conditions they live under. When-
ever an appointment is made from the old
country the imported Governor considers
Lis first duvty to be to tour the whole of the
State in order to become acquainted with
the Queensland people and Queensiand con-
ditions. He is thus able to speak at social
vatherings and at other places with a com-
plete knowledge of their difficulties and
requirements; and these are the major
duties of a Governor to-day. The eariy
Governors of the Australian colonies were
able to exercise the power of life and death
over Australian subjects, but in the course
of time responsible government was evolved.
In the very early days of Australia the
government was that of the Governor and a
nominated eo‘mml_ but to-day democratic
rule prevails. and the will of the people is
expressed  through tneir representatives
elected on  the broad franchise. The
Governors of to-day, as heads of the Execu-
tiva Councils. have very definite instructions
from the home authorities as to their duties,

I agree with hon. members opposite that
the political outlook of the people of Aus-
tralia has changed considerably since the
days of federation. The appointment of
an Australian citizen to represent the King
in the high and important position of
Governor-General has been so satisfactory
that the people of this State have every
right to insist that one of our own citizens
should be appointed to the office of Governor.
What sound argument can be adduced
against the contention that a local ecitizen,
born of British stock, imbued with ideals
that are common to British people, and
with a considerable experience of the condi-
tions of our people, should be denied that
opportunity? I am satisfied that we have
amongst us many eminent gentlemen who
could discharge the duties of that high
office with credit to themselves and benefit
to the people. Sir Arthur Morgan acted
as Lieutenant-Governor and the Hon. William
Lennon, a member of the Labour Party,
also acted in that important capacity during
the absence of the Governor. The Hon.
William Lennon was a man of excellent
business capacity, and was a member of this
Parliament. He carried out his duties as
Lieutenant-Governor with credit to himself,
with honour to his party, and with benefit
to the people generally. The Whip of the
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considerable portion of his time to his own
business prior to his entry into this Parlia-
ment. His Majesty the King could, if he
thought fit, appoint the hon. member to
represent him in this country. What more
fitting person could be sclected for the impor-
tant office of Governor than an hon.
member who is able to say, “ My business
was always above-board. Nobody can point
the finger of scorn at me for anything that
I did while I was in business. I can hold
my head up and say that everything that
I did was right and proper?” He has
performed his duties as a legislator in this
Pariiament in a very efficlent manner from
his point of view, and I am satisfied that
he would endeavour, as a Queenslander, to
carry out the duties of Governor with the
same honesty of purpose.

We could continue talking about this
matter for a very long time, but some hon.
members on this side of the Committee are
anxious to deal with other votes, and do
not wish us to take up too much time on this
important question. 1 hope that during the
coming years we shall be able to say not
only that we have men in Queensland who
are competent to fill the high and honoured
office of representative of Iis Majesty the
King in this State, but that they have done
so. I am sure that we should be able to
say that no appointee from overseas could
do it better. The people of Queensland as
a whole would be gratified at the appoint-
ment of a Queensland citizen and neither the
prestige of the State nor that of the Govern-
ment would suffer from it.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego) [11.31 a.m.]:
The whole system of appointing Governors
from overseas is a relic of the colonial days
when apparently the Colonial Office in
London did not consider that there was
anybody in Australia good or worthy enough
to be a Governor of an Australian colony.
The States of Australia have long ceased to
be colonies and are now a Commonwealth—
which means a republic, a term that has nob
been applicable to Britain since the Crom-
wellian days before the restoration of that
Christian Monarch, Charles 1L, as King of
England.

The whole systern of importation of
Governors could well have its reply if Aus-
tralia, Canada, and South Africa said, * We
intend to appoint the next King of Lnﬂlum
but you are going to keep on paying
for it.” That is precisely the position here.
Somebody else appoints the Governor-
General of Australia or a State Governor,
and the Australian citizen 1is glacmqu
permitted to have the honour of paying his
salary and upkeep. Generally, the status of
the men so appointed—certainly the Gover-
nors-General—has been so mediocre that it
is almost impossible to ask a man in the
street who was the last imported Governor-
General and get a veply—he cannot give you
a name., The imported Governor has made
such little effect on the whole course of
Australian life that he ix forgotten the
day after his departure. Now the great
shining example of a big man as Governor-
General of this Commonwealth has only
been shown in one case, the case of the
present Governor-General, Sir Isaac Isaacs.
His accession to that position must be an
example to the Australian boy for all
time. He was a son of very poor parents.
Self-educated in the beginning, before he was
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out of Lis teens he was earning his living by
men  much older than himsclf;

teaching
\btained university degrees. and was a prac-
tising barvister at twenty-four years of age,
Attorney-General of the State of \lctorla
Attornes-General of the Commonwe 'ﬂth,
Chief Justice of the High Court. and finally
Governor-General of  Australia. All  his
predecessors—and the people who come after
him if they are imported-—will never have
1 per cent. of the importance or the effect
on the Australian life of the future that
the appointment and the services rendered
by Sir Isaac Isaacs as (overnor-General
have given.

If we wish to behold the esteem in which
Australian Governors have been held, we
have only to look back on the people who
have been appointed. Sometimes they were
naval or military officers temporarily out of
a job because, unfortunately, there was
peace and not war, and at other times party
hacks whomw the British Government desired
to placate with jobs, or get rid of as
possible rivals and dangerous to have about
the premises anyhow. And if we want to
learn the general esteem in  which the
Dominions Office in London holds Australian
(GGovernors we need only look at the rate
at which they appraise them. We have only
to remember that the ex-Governor of New
South Wales, Sir Philip Game, on his return
to London, was promoted to be Commissioner
of Police. Presumably a Governor-General
on his return to England could be appointed
a superior adviser to inspectors of nuisances.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan
Smith, Mackay) [11.36 a.m.]: The matter
raised by the hon. member for Rockhampton
and the debate that has ensued are very
important to the members of this House.
The hon. member has dravwn attention to
an aspect of government within Australia
that deserves the attention of every citizen.
There has never been any ambiguity about
the attitude of the Labour Party in Aus-
iralia  towards it. The appointment of
(zowtnols from amongst Australian citizens
has been on the La,bour platform for many

vears, both in Quecensland and the other
States,  In short, that platform lays it
down that so long as the office of Governor
continues a Queen\land or Australian
citizen should be eligible for appointment
to it. There is no reason why an Austra-

fian citizen should not be appointed to any
such position.

It is argued that it is desirable to have
men who have not been associated with
any division of political opinion within the
Comtnonwealth. That argument cannot be
sustained, for the simple reason that Afirst
of all vou need men of ability, and that

men of ability and sirong character very
naturally have definite political opinions,
and express them, too; so that argument

falls to the ground :\nwbouy who is worth
while at all has delinite views about poli-
tics and about the organisation of society
of which, of course, political opinion is a
mere expression.

We find in the judiciary, which is prob-
ably the most important arm of the adminis-
iration of the law, men who have taken
a prominent part in politics—both on the
High Court bench and the Supreme Court
benches of the States. Generally speaking,
those appointments have been justified by
vesults.  There 1s no reason why a man
who has been a prominent member of =
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Government should not be eligible for the
position of a judge, and when so appointed
should not administer the law with
ability, discretion, and impartiality. It is
the duty of a judge to administer the law
impartially and honourably, apart alto-
gether from any opinion that he might have
as to the wisdom or otherwise of that law.
The same thing holds good of a Governor.
There have bheen precedents in Australia
for the practice for which we contend, and
no one can argue that the States that estab-
lished those precedents suffered thereby. In
Victoria for many years Sir William Irvine
carried out the duties of Lieutenant-
Governor with credit to himself and advan-
tage to the State. That gentleman was a
judge at the time he was appointed Lieu-
tenant-Governor, but previously played an
important part in the politics of Australia,
and was for a period Premier of Victoria.
There have been examples of Lieutenant-
Governors in every State, including our
own, and Queensland has never suffered in
consequence. The most recent appointment
was in Western Australia, where the ex-
Premier of the State, in the person of Sir
James Mitchell, has been appointed Lieu-
tenant-Governor. No one, not even his
political opponents, takes any objection to
that appointment, and no one can say that
the Government of the day in Western
Avustralia affairs suffer any loss because
the ex-Leader of a different party is Lieu-
tenant-Governor of that State. We are all
in favour of that practice; nothing but
good can result from it.

It is quite true—no one will argue to the
contrary—that the men who have been
appointed to Queensland as Governors have
been eminent men, and have carried out
their duties with discretion, and invariably
with conspicuous ability, To argue in
favour of a locally appointed Governor is
not to argue against the present incumbent
of the position. Sir Leslie Wilson has
occupied 1t with credit to himself and
benefit to the State, and he has gained
the encomiums generally speaking., of
all sections of the community.

T think 1t was the hon. member for Dalbyr
who made the suggestion that I might tak
the matter up. if I favoured it, at a Premiers
Conference, It has been discussed at various
Promicrs” Conforences, It has been discussed
Fetween the Governments and the Scerelary
ot Ztate for the Dowminions. The Victorian
Parlizment on three separate occasions on
non-party  divisions, declared in favour
of an Australian citizen being appointed
trovernor of that State. Probably the hon.
member for Rockhampton will 10111011)1)(\‘ the
oceasion on which I personally raised the
watter with Mr. Amery, Scerctary of State
for the Dominions, when he was visiting
Austratia.  His reply was that the Impeua.l
Government 1em@d that any Australian
citizen was debarred from any appolntment
thex might make to Australia or elsewhere
and were prepared to consider the appoint-
ment  of  Australians as Governors i a
definite opinion of all the Governments was
expressed in favour of . 'That is the posi-
tion as it stands to-day. Victoria, Tasmania,
Western Australia, and Queensland have on
former occasions 1‘9(’ommendod the appoint-
ment of one of their citizens and they can
still do so. And that is the position that
we as a Covernment take up. In the event
of a wvaranev occurring at any time in
Quecnsland while the Tabour Party remain

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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the Government a recommendation will be

made in faveur of the appointment of au

Australian citizen to the position.
(OVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The TREASURER : There is no doubt full
and probably favourable consideration would
be given to such a recommendation.
Members generally understand the practice
of making the appointment. For many years
past, as the result of one unfortunate
appoinrment, it has been the practice to
submit to the Government of the day the
name or names of a gentleman or gentle-
men that the Imperial Government propose
to recommend to the King for appointment.
If any objection is lodged by the Govern-
ment to any of the nominees I assume the
Tmperial Government would not submit that
name to the King. In the Commonwealth
it 1s the function of the Commonwealth Prime
Minister to make a recommendation and not
the Secretary of State for the Dominions.
If the Australian Prime Minister cares to
exercise that authority he can make a direct
recommendation to the XKing without the
intervention of the Secretary of State for
the Dominions, but in the case of a State
the recommendation is made through the
Dominions Office.

The functions of a Governor are defined in
the Constitution and the instructions to
Governors, but changes have taken place in
recent years in the practice, particularly
since the passing of the Parliament Act in
Great Britain, the Aect that abolished the
veto of the House of Lords and sets up for all
time that the complete control of finance
lies with the elected representatives of the

people. At that time King Hdward VII.
gave certain assurances to the Prime
Minister and those assurances laid down

principles that should be followed by Vice-
Regal representatives in any part of the
British Empire. I am entirely in favour of
the filling of vacancies by the nomination of
Australian citizens.

Resolution 2 (His Excellency the Governor
—DBalance of Vote) agreed to.

Resolution
agreed to.

35— Executive Council " —

Resolution 4—*° Legislative Assembly ’—

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong) [11.48 a.m.]:
As this may be my last opportunity this
session I desire to bring under the notice
of the House an incident that took place
during the absence of the Premier on busi-
ness of the State. There are many hon.
members  who understand the position.
During the passage of the Liguor Acts
Amendment Bill there was an understand-
ing hetween the Home Secretary and myself
that only the second reading ‘stage would
be taken last Friday, and that the Com-

mittee stage would not be taken last
week., T am mnot blaming the hon. the

Home Secretary, but I was very much sur-
prised after having notified my leader and
other members of this party that arrange-
ments had been made by myself with the
hon. the Home Secretary by which the
Minister agreed that after the second read-
ing had been completed the Committee
stages would not be taken immediately, to
find several hon. members of the Opposition
informing me that it was the (Government’s
intention to force the Bill through all its
stages on that day. I ridiculed the sug-
gestion. I said that the Home Secretary

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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word to me and I did
not believe it. However, to satisfy my
colleagues, 1 telephoned the hon. the
Deputy Premier and I said, *“ There is a
rumour going through the House that it is
the intention of the (Government to rush the
Liquor Acts Amendment Bill through all its
slages in one day. Is that so?”’ The Deputy
Premier said, “Yes.” I said, *“ That is not
fair. It is not in accordance with the
agreement I made.”” T then told him that
the Minister in charge of the Bill had
informed me that if we got through the
second reading on the Friday he would be
perfectly satisfied, and the Committee stage
of the Bill would not be entered upon that
day, but would be taken during this week.
The Deputy Premier said, I am in charge
of the House,” I said, *“ Very well, we
shall sec.”” A man’s word, Mr. Speaker,
should be his bond. even though it may be
to his detriment. I enter my protest and
bring the matter under the notice of the
Premier, and I hope that such a condition
of affairs will not obtain during the second
session of this Parliament. It places hon.
members on this side of the House in a
most invidious position.

T draw the attention of the House to the
statement by the hon. the Deputy Premier,
who was in charge of the business of the
House—‘ There will be ample time for dis-
cussion of the Bill.”” He also said, *“ There
is mo ‘ntention on the part of the Govern-
ment to pass the Liquor Acts Amendment
Bill through all its stages in one day. The
Bill will be initiated in Committee to-day
and hon. members will have an opportunity
of discussing it again to-morrow.” 1 am
no better than any other hon. member on
this side of the House, but I want fo say
that if I cnter into an agreement to-day,
even though it was to my own detriment, T
would adhere to it. An agreement was
entered into by the Home Secretary and we
were not given sufficient time to discuss the
matter. The reason given by the Deputy
Premier for not allowing us sufficient time
was that two or three issues of  Hansard”
were taken up by speeches of the Opposition
that were absolutely valueless and waste of
time. He also discussed the question of the
Constitution Act Amendment Bill of 182,
which, he said. was gagged through before
sufficient time had been given to his party,
then in opposition, to discuss it. The first
such Bill in 1929 dealt with salaries and, Mr.
Speaker, that was not gagged.

had given his

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: It was.
Mr. MAXWELL: It is no good making

inane interjections. Tt was not. I refer
hon. members to 1929 “ Hansard,” pp. 142
and 369. Labour members were then in
opposition, and they discussed the matter.
There was only one amendment and one
division on the second reading and one
division on the Initiation in Committee.
On p. 2081 of 1928 ¢ Hansard’ appears
the report of the discussion of the Con-
stitution Act Amendment Bill, No. 2,
dealing with life passes on the railways
and the privileges accorded to members
of the Legislative Council. The then Oppo-
sition adopted the proper method. They
called for five divisions.

If T were to allow the statements of the
Deputy Premier to go without challenge, it
might be imagined that practically the whole
of the time of this session had been taken
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up by members of the Opposition. To dis-
prove such a suggestion, I find on going
through * Hansard 7 that up to the time
the Deputy Premier made the statement of
which I complain Government members had
spoken 303 times and Opposition members
%60 times. When one vemembers that it is
the duty of the Opposition to criticise” the
measures the Government bring down, if
cannot be contended that that amounts to a
waste of time. Nor are hon. members oppo-
site justified in contending that the resolu-
tion enabling the Government to put
Appropriation Bills through all their stages
in one day was passed because the Opposi-
tion wasted time. Such a contention is
ridiculous. The Secretary for Public Lands
accuses the Opposition of wasting time, but
his speeches on the Estimates of his depart-
ment occupied twenty-nine pages of ¢ Han-

sard.”

The Secrerary roR Pusnic Lanps: The
Estimates of my department are very
important.

Mr. MAXWELL: That may be so.

T consider that the hon. gentleman wasted
time, and I assert now that hon. members
opposite deliberately wasted time this morn-
ing with the object of preventing hon.
members on this side from discussing
more important matters, I should be want-
ing in my duty as Whip of the party if I did
not ventilate this matter so that the people
outside may know what is taking place. I
am bringing it under the notice of the Pre-
mier, and I sincerely hope that any arrange-
ment that is made in the future between
a Minister and the Whip of the party on
this side will be honoured. 1 do not blame
the Home Secretary, but I do blame the
hon. gentleman who was in charge of the
House. I hope that we shall not have a
repetition of such a thing.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [11.57 a.m.]: 1
<o not know the motive of the hon. member
for Toowong in raising the matter to-day
unless it is that he wishes to apologise to
certain people because his party failed to
discuss the Ligquor Acts Amendment Bill in
3 proper way. Hon. members realise that
in the absence of the Premier I am in charge
of the House. I did not make any such
arrangement with the hon. member for. Too-
wong, as Whip of the party opposite, In
any case, his sbatements are incorrect,
because the Liquor Acts Amendment Bill
was debated for two days. When I moved
the resolution suspending the Standing
Orders and giving the House power to pass
Bills through all their stages in one day,
T said—

“ There is no intention on the part
of the Government to pass the Liquor
Acts Amendment Bill through all its
stages in one day. The Bill will be
initiated in Committee to-day and hon.
members will have an opportunity of
discussing it again to-morrow.”

The Bill was initiated on Thurday and
passed the second reading stage on Friday.
The Opposition were not capable of debat-
ing the Bill, which was one of the best ever
introduced into this Parliament. As Acting
Leader of the Government I was quite pre-
pared to allow it to be debated throughout
Thursday, that was on the initiation stage,
which after all is the most important stage
of a Bill.

1935—2 @
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OpposiTION MeMBERS: We had not seen the
Bill at that stage.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
It was not a question of seeing the Bill,
If ever a better exposition of a Bill was
given than that given by the Home Secre-
tary of the Liquor Acts Amendment Bill, 1
have yet to learn of it. The Home Secre-
tary spoke for nearly an hour on the initia-
tory stage, and I am sure every fair-minded
person will admit that it was one of the
finest speeches ever delivered at that stage
of any Bill. He gave hon. members a full
explanation of the measure. As a matter of
fact, he has been complimented on his speech,
not only by members of the House, but
also by people outside. After he had given
his explanation hon. members opposite should
have known the contents of the Bill from A
to 7, but they were not game to tackle it.
When the Home Secretary had completed
his speech the Leader of the Opposition
rose and spoke for twenty-five minutes, Three
other members of the Opposition followed
in turn and spoke in all thirty minutes.
During the initiatory stage of the Bill
hon. members opposite devoted fifty-five
minutes to a consideration of it. Imagine
my surprise to be informed at twenty
minutes to 1 o'clock that the Bill had passed
the first reading! The Opposition were
aliowed full discussion on the Bill.

Mr. Maxwerr: They were not.

The SECRETVARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The hon. member may say so, but I have
given proof of my assertions. The Bill
was brought down for its second reading
on Friday and it was debated fairly fully.
In the Committee clauses 1 to 5, 7 to §,
11 to 21, 23 to 27, and 29 to 36 were passed
on the voices. The whole of the discussion
by hon. miembers opposite centred round four
clauses of a total of thirty-six, and if
hon. members will read “ Hansard” they
will see that what I say is correct. All
that hon. members opposite complained
about was the personnel of the proposed
commission, that there was no right of
appeal from its decisions, and that 1t was
to be clothed with very extraordinary powers.
They were the only factors that they debuted.

Mr. EpwarDS : That is not true.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
I am quoting the truth from ¢ Hansard.”

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask hon.
members on my left to restrain themselves.
There is room for only one speaker at a time.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The proof is contained in ¢ Hansard”
itself, Only four clauses out of thirty-six
were discussed by the Opposition. No divi-
sion was called at any stage. It passed
through the House after a very full debate.
I believe that the hon. member for Too-
wong is really apologising to some interests
outside who are chasing up the Opposition
for failing to discuss matters that they con-
sider to be in their interests. Otherwise,
why did he get up?

The hon. member knows that so far as
debates in this Chamber are concerned that
it is his duty to confer with the Leader of
the House for the time being. He never
approached me about anything. As a
matter of fact had the second reading taken
longer than was anticipated I might have

Hon. P. Pease.]
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considered adjourning the further considera-
tion of the Bill. (Opposition laughter.) But
the Bill was taken through all its stages
and the House adjourned shortly after 8
o'clock.  The object of the Opposition
is mercly to apologise to some interests
outside because they did not discharge a
duty with which they were entrusted.

The hon. member for Toowong made some
reference to a statement I gave to the Press
that when the Moore Governmeut were in
power they had not treated us, as the official
Opposition, as gencrously as.we had treated
them. I remember the Constitution Act
Amendment Act of 1929, No. 2, heing intro-
duced by the then Premier, the present
Leader of the Opposition, on the afternoon
of the 6th December, 1929, without any notice
whatsoever. If any one turns up * Iansard
of rhat date Le will see that the hon. mem-
ber for Aubigny made a very short speech in
introducing the Bill-he made no attempt
to debate 1t, he did not tell us what would
happen under the Bill—and a division
occurred at 5 o'clock the same afternoon.
The Leader of the House then proceeded with
the next stage of the Bill, moving its second
reading without allowing the Leader of the
Opposition, the present Premier, to have a
copy of it. Our Leader protesied and said
to the then Premier—

““Are you golng on with this Bill
before you circulate 142"

The hon. member for Bowen said—

“ 1 rise to a point of order. The Bill
has not yet been circulated and I contend
the Premier is not in order in moving
the second reading unti! the Bill has heen
cireulated.”

The Speaker of the day did not sustain the
point of order and the Bill went through all
its stages, second reading, cominitiee, and
third reading, notwithstanding that neither
the Leader of the Opposition, nor the Opposi-
tion itself had received a copy of it. 1 find
now that only three or four copies of the
Bill were printed.  This is the party that
now prates about its rights.  (Opposition
laughter.) It is no wonder the Leader of
the Opposition laughs, because the people
realise  that these tactics are not fajr.
Imagine a Bill dealing with the amendment
of the Constitution of this State being intro-
duced by his Government and the Leader of
the Opposition not even being furnished with
a2 copy of it! Now the hon. member for
Toowong apologises for his party not being
able to debate the Liquor Acts Amendment
Bill. Why, they were not able to debate it,
because it was such a good Bill. It was
such an excellently drafted Bill that the
Opposition could only debate three of its
clauses, although, as I have said, we were
prepared to sit longer, jf necessary. The
hon. member for Toowong, as Whip of his
party, must realise that he must deal with
the leader of the party for the time
being. If his party occupied the Treasury
benches his Premier would not expect us to
deal with a subordinate.

Mr. MAXWELL : You were not in the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
1 distinetly told the House when submitting
a motion whereby Bills could be passed
through all stages in one day that the Liguor
Acts Amendment Bill would be presented on
Thursday and passed through all stages on
Friday. That was done.

[Hon. P. Pease.
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Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [12.5
p.m.]: The hon. gentleman who has just
resumed his seat said that a full-dress debate
took place on the introductary stage of the
Liquor Acts Amendment Bill. That is not
s0. You, Mr. Speaker, know that a Minister
introducing a Bill gives only that informa-
tion which he thinks is necessary. Generally
speaking, only one or two speakers address
themselves to the Bill at that stage unless
the QOpposition desire to stonewall it. In that
case an amendment would probably be moved
to delete the words © in certain particulars.”
So far as I know therc was no intention of
the Opposition to do that. I admit, as I
admitted at the time, that the Home Secre-
tary gave a long deseription of what was in
the Bill. I was not in the same fortunate
position as members of the Opposition, for
it was only when I came to Parliament
House at half-past 9 o’clock on Friday niorn-
ing that I found a copy of the Bill in my
locker.  You, Mr. Speaker, know that a
full-dress debate cannot take place on the
introduction of a Bill, no matter whether It
is important or unimportant. The next stage
of the Bill in question was the second
reading, which was moved on Friday. I
was quite surprised at _that fact, because 1
had just received my Bill. I had listened
attentively to the Minister outlining its pro-
visions, but I did not think it necessary te
prepare amendments until the second reading
stage had been disposed of. Later in the
day I discovered that the Bill was to be
taken through the Cowmmittee stage. That
was not advisable from any point of view.

I prepared an amendment on cla,uge‘ 6,
which T moved, and other amendments that
were consequential to that amendment, if
it had been accepted. My desire was to
introduce a principle into the Bill to provide
that the Licensing Commission would be
able to prevent houses from being tied.
As my amendment to clause 6 was not
accepted, it did not become necessary to
move the other amendments, because thew
would have been meaningless.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The  hou.
member will not be in order in going inte
details in a discussion of that Bill in this
debate.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I desire to
point out what happened. I think the
Minister and the Deputy Premier were

wrong in not adhering to the arrangement
entered into with the Minister in charge
of the Bill.

The SEcRETARY FOR Pusric Laxps: I
never asked.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The Minister
in charge of the Bill had given an under-
taking that we should not go into C(om-
mittee after the second reading.

The TreEssursr: The Home
denies that,

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I hope the
Minister will come into the House and
deny it. The Opposition Whip informed
us to that effect.

The TrEASURER: I think there has been a
misunderstanding about the two days.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The Deputy
Premier bore out that statement when he
said that the Home Secretary should not
have dealt with it.

The SECRETARY FOR Pusnic Laxps:
not say that.

was

Secretary

1 did
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Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The arrange-
ment was with the man in charge of the
Bill.

The Secrerary ror Purpic Laxps: I said
that the Whip should have dealt with me.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I agree that
a matter of this sort should have been
referred to whoever was in charge of the
House. 1f the Secretary for Public Lands
was not present, it was ounly natural that
the Whip should go to the Minister, whom
he would expect to consult the Leader of the
House. T think that is the general practice.
If the Home Seecretary did not consult the
Se v for Public Lands, I do not think
the Whip can be blamed. If the Home
Secretary denies that he gave that under-
taking, hon, members of the Opposition will
liave to decide whom they shall believe—the
hon. member for Toowong or the Home
Secretary,

eTATY

I regret that members were not allowed
to consider that Bill over the weeck-end.
Last Monday I visited the country, and
during my stay in Chinchilla a number of
people spoke to me about the Liquor Acts
Amendment Bill, and said that they had
had 1o opportunity of protesting against
it. I object to the rushing through of most
important Bills before members have an
opportunity of making themselves thoroughly
conversant with their contents and prepar-
ing amendments that they desire to move.
It is regrettable that the usual procedure
was not adopted in regard to that impor-
tant legislation.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I wish to point
out that I have noted an objection made
by the hon. member for Dalby on two
occasions during his speech that he did not
receive a copy of the Liquor Acts Amond-
ment Bill,

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN::

wmy box on Friday morning.

_Mr. SPEAKER: The point is that Initia-
tion in Committee stage was concluded not
later than 12.40 pm., according to the
Chairman’s book, last Thursday, and the
Bills were distributed not later than 12.45
p.m., not more than 5 minutes later; and
they were distributed to every  hon.
member in his place in the House. If is
my function to see that they are so distri-
. buted, and if the lon. member was not in
his place and therefore did not receive the
Bill, T hope he will not say, at any rate,
that those hon. members who were present
did not receive copies of that Bill.

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [12.12 pan.}:
The Serretary for Public Lands now savs
that hie should have been consulted in ard
to this undertaking. We were informed on
the Thursday of the arrangement between
the Whip and the Minister i charge of the
Bill—and we are corroborated by the hon.
member for West Moreton—that the Govern-
ment had no intention of proceeding hevond
the second reading stage on the Fridav.
Yet on  the Friday morning we wore
informed that the Government intended to
the Bill right through that day. We
> very annoyed about it. It was very
uit to have our protest recorded. Wbe
lost our opportunity, the introductory
stage having  passed.  Mr. Speaker. you
know as well as I that the initiatory stage

I got it in
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of a Bill is not the time at which to dis-
cuss its main features, We did compliment
the Home Secretary on having the courtesy
—which is not often afforded to the Oppost-
tion by Ministers—to cxplain the rmain
features of the Bill, but it is impossible to
appreciate all the contents of a Biil by
merely listening to a Minister.

The TreasURER: You had it next morning
to go through.

Mr. RUSSELL: We had the Bill given
to us after the conclusion of that stage and,

being assured that the Commiltee stage
would mnot take place on the TFriday, we

decided to go through the measure carefully
during the week-end and have our amend-
ments in proper form. As a matter of fast,
an amendment I moved was ruled out of
order by the Chairman, I do not agree
with his ruling.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. RUSSELL: At any rate I am point.
ing out—-—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
is not entitled to point out that he disagreed
with the ruling of the Chairman.

Mr. RUSSELL: I am pointing ouf that
had time been allowed us we shoald have
been able to frame amendments that might
have been in order, but it was impossible
to go through that Bill overnight and obtain
a thorough grip of the contents of it by
the next day. It is a most intricate Bill and
one section In  particular contained a
tremendous amount of very much involved
matter. We could not understand the haste
that was being displayed by che Home Secre-
tary to have the Bill pushed through, after
receiving an assurance that the Committee
stage would be taken this week, especially

as the business sheet contained, and still
contains, many minor measures that _had
been dragging for a considerable time.

However, they have been postponed in order
that the Liquor Acts Amendment Bill counid
be rushed through.

The Opposition have very just cause for
complaint. Members on this side should be
allowed sufficient opportunity to digest the
contents of such an important Bill, so that
when the Committee stage is reached we
can offer relevant amendments. We had no
objection to the Bill’s being put through the
second reading stage on the Friday. The
debate certainly was confined to the main
principles, but the Bill was by 1its nature
more of a Comumittec Bill than otherwis:,
containing as it did a great number of
innovations, We were denied the oppor-
tunity of submitting amendments. Hon.
members opposite may endeavour to throw
dust in our eves by citing what we did 1
them in 1927, when a Bill was put through
the House before any copy of 1t had been
presented. We might have been somewhat
hasty in regard to that C('onstitution Act
Amendment Bill, but it concerned the very
minor matter relating to gold railway passes
of ex-members of Parliament and there wus
1o need to prolong the agony. There 1s ro
comparison between that and the matter of
the many revolutionary principles of the
Liquor Acts Amendment Bill. It is impos-
sible for members to apply themseclves to the
main principles of a Bill merely by listening
to the remarks of the Minister. We are not
cxpert shorthand writers and have fo rely
a good deal on our memories. It is true

Mr, Russell.]
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that we said that some of the provisions of
that Bill were good, and on the second read-
ing stage we merely amplified what we had
sard at the initiatory stage. It would have
been useless to indulge in repetition and we
considered the appropriate time to go into
detail thoroughly was the Committee stage.
There was no opportunity between midday
Thursday and Friday morning to get our
amendments ready. The Bill was of such
a revolutionary nature that one wonders why
5o much undue haste was displayed in push-
ing it through all its stages on the one
day and that other matters on the business
sheet were postponed in order that it could
be passed,

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan
Smith, Ma«lay) [12.18 p.nr.]: The Whip of
the Opposition Party has made a complaing
with regard to the arrangement of business
in the House. Any hon. member who has
had ministerial experience knows that the

TLeader of the House for the time being
is the person who organises the business

for the day. Tt is quite competent for me,
for example, to make arrangements with
the Opposition Whip that we shall adjourn
at a ceriain time during the day. provided
the business has reached a given point.
Such negotiations are conducted from time
to time, and any agrcements that are made
are always honoured so far as this Govern-
ment are councerned. I do not think the
hon. member for Toowong can cite one occa-
sion on which any arrangemeni= that had
been made were not properls carried cut.
Obvicusly, such arrangements are made sub-
ject to certain conditions. Supposze  for
argument's sake that we are dealing with
the second reading of a Bill. As Leader,
I say to the Whip of the Opposition,  Pro-
vided the sccond reading of this Bill goes
through te a certain point to-day, we can
adjourn.” That proviso. of course, is neces-
sary; otherwise the Opposition could secure
an adjournment of the House at any {iume
thev de=ired and, by stouc-walling, hold up
the business. In other words, the arrange-
ment is contingent upon reaching a certain
stage of the business prior to adjournment.

T shall now dea] with the specific coum-
plaint made by the hon. member for Too-
wong. He stated that the Home Serretary
arranged with him not to go into Committee
on Fridayr. I have been in touch with the
Home Secretary, and he points out that the
arrangement he made with the hon, member

for Toowong had reference to Thursday’s
business. It will be remembered that on

the morning of Thursday, the Deputy Leader
of the Government moved that so much of
the Standing Orders be suspended as would
otherwise prevent Bills passing through all
their stages in one dagy. That motion,
which was quite the usual motion for that
time of the vear, was carried. A Bill was
then initiated in Committee by the Iome

Secretary, and apparently hon. members
of the Opposition were concerned as to

whether he intended to go right through
all the stages of that Bill that day. The
Home Secretary informs me that the assur-
ance that he gave to the hon. member for
Toowong was to the effect that he would
not go beyond the initiatory and first reading
stages on the Thursday.

Mr. MaxwegLL: That is not true,

The TREASURER: That is what the
Home Secretary tells me., Obviously, there

[Mr. Russell.
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is a misunderstanding on the part of the
hon. member for Toowong.

Not at all.

The TREASURER: Does the hon. mem-
ber suggest that he is infallible?

My, Maxweirl: No, T do not.
The TREASURER: It is quite pessible

for anybodv to have a misunderstanding
about any arrangement; but the Home Sec-
retary definitely assures me that the only
information that he gave the hon. member
for Tooweng in this particular was to the
offect that he did not propose to go beyond
the initiatory and first reading stages on
Thursday, and that assurance followed upon
the carrying of a motion enabling a Bill
to go threugh all its stages in one day.

My, MAXWELL:

What is the position? The sccond reading
of the Bill was called on ¥riday
Bill was then open to debate by every hon.
menmiber of this House. 1 suggest that cer-
tain people are trying to work up a find
of ramp on this matter, because. coming
up in the train frem New South Wales, I
read in the Press that the Ligquor A
Amendment Bill had been gagged throu
the House. The gag has only been wmoved
in this House on one occasion this session

1 am subject to correction by you, M.
Speaker—whereas  during the period that

the Moore (Gcvernment were in power they
moved the closure pretty nearly every d
and. as you remember. Mr. Speaker, even
when we cxlled, © Divide,” we were nven
deprived the right to have a division. Tizo.ﬁe
were the methods adopted by hon. meniders
opposita ! T say that the suggestion that
this Bill was gageed through the House 1s
simply a faliehood.  Such a st tement
appeared in an article in the DPress, and

notice that later ru the Deputy Leader of
the Ilouse made # statement to the Press
about that article. So that it was a false-
hood to declare through the Press that the
Bill was casoed. On the sccond reading of
the Bill every hon. member of the Opp
tion and every hon. member on this side
of the House had the right to speak for
not exercise tha

forty minutes. They did A
right. (Laughter.) The leader of 1.‘1;:
Opposition cannot laugh these thing: off.

¢ ! | v 1.
e reminds me of a linc in one of Gold
smith’s poems—
“ And the loud laugh that spoke the
vacant mind.”

He can laugh as much as he likes, but the
fact remains that hon. members could have
debated the sccond reading of the Bill for
a much longer period than they did. The
second reading was passed between 3 and 4
o'clock in the afterncon—I refer hon. mem-
bers opposite to page 216 of the * Votes and
Proceedings *° dated 8th November. This s
the record—

«“Mr. Hanlon moved, That the Biil be

now read a second time.
*“Debate ensued.”

There was no application of the closure and
the second reading was carried on the voices.
1f the opportunity of the Gpposition to debate
the Bill had been limited they would have
divided the House on the second reading of
the Bill as a protest. If I had been the
Leader of the Opposition and the scope of
the debate of my members had been limited,
T should have divided the House as a protest.
However, they did not divide the House, and
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that is an indication that they were satisfied
not only with the Bill itself] but also that
the Bill had been fullv debated. Their com-
plaint 1s thus effectively answered. The
* Votes and Proceedings ”’ further record
these facts—

“Clauses 1 to 5 agreed to.

“Clause 6. An amendment made.

' An amendment negatived.”

An amendment was moved and negatived
on the wvoices. The Opposition did not
divide the (Committee on the amendment.
If they had not approved of the clause
they would have divided the Committee, If
I did not approve of an amendment of a
Bill 1 would call *“ Divide,”” even if T were the
only member to vole against the question.
That is the only means whereby a member
of Parliament can place on record his opposi-
tion either to a Bill or to a clause. 1f a Bill,
a clause. or an amendment is carried on the
voices no hon. member can honestly say in
the country that he was opposed to such
Bill, clause, or amendment. The only way
for an hon. member to record his dissent
1= by dividing the House or Committee. The
journals of the House contain this further
record—

“ Clauses 7 to 9 agreed to.

“LClause 10 (new section 18).

“ An amendment proposed.

“ Amendment negatived.,

“ Clause agreed to.”

Again without a division !
further record—

“Clauses 11 to 21 agreed to.”
No debate of any kind !

Y Clause 22 (new sections 47 to 49)—

“ And Mr. Russell proposing to move
an amendment . . . ”

There 1s this

An amendment was moved by the Deputy
Leader of the Conservative Party and it was
raled out of order on the ground that it was
outside the order of leave. Whatever hon.
members opposite may say about the contents
of a Bill and whatever may be their lack of
understanding they should at least be able
to frame amendments that are within the
order of leave,

Mr. RUSSELL:
ruling.

The TREASURER : The hon. member does
1ot agree! (Can the hon. member blame me
for his lack of capacity to frame an amend-
ment that is within the order of leave?

Mr. Russern: 1 say that it was.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
reminds me of a Johnny who endeavoured to
heckle a speaker in Hyde Park. When it
came to question time he asked a certain
question and received an answer. The gues-
tioner then said, ‘I cannot understand your
answer,” and the speaker replied, “ Can you
reasonably blame me for clothing your body
in fine raiment and allowing your mind to
remain in rags and tatters?”  That can be
said of the hon. member for Hamilton. He
cannot blame anybody in this House for his
lack of capacity to frame relevant amend-
ments. T have often advised hon. members
opposite to study the Standing Orders and
parliamentary practice. If they did so they
would not find themselves in difficulties so
frequently.

I do not agree with the
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The

say—
“ Clauses 23 to 27 agrced to.

“ Clause 28 amended, and agreed to.
“Clauses 28 to 36 agrecd to.

“Bill to be reported with
ment,”’

“Votes and Proceedings” further

amend-

Mr. Larcomsi: Just after 8 o’clock.

The HowMe Secrerary: There were only
seven members of the Opposition in the
House.

The TREASURER : T am informed that so
little interest did the Opposition take in this
Bill that after dinner on KFriday only six
or seven of their members were not merely
present in the Chamber but in the pre-
cinets of it. It is quite obvious that their
friends outide have been trying to ginger
them up. They appomted a *‘ginger
group”’ lately and apparently this ¢ ginger
group ”” has protested that they let the
Bill go through when they might have made
some propaganda out of it,

The Home Secretary quite definitely
says that no arrangement was made by him
with the Opposition Whip other than on
Thursday.

The Hoye SecreTary: Hear, hear!

The TREASURER : The Home Secrctary
told the Opposition Whip then that it was
not proposed to take the Bill bevond its
initatory stages that day. I have endea-
voured to describe events as they occurred
and no eleventh-hour repentance on the
part of the Opposition will convince any
reasonable individual that their members
did not get ample scope and time to debate
the Bill.

Mr. NIMMO
Speaker——-

Mr. SPEAXKER: Ovder!
has closed the debate.

There 1s one Standing Order I wish to
quote. During the past three years various
comments have appeared in sections of the
Press in Brisbane as to the Government’s
gageing  questions  through  Parliament.
There appears to be outside this Chamber
s grave misunderstanding of the position,
and the time is ripe for removing it. Stand-
ing Order 142 statcs—

““ At any time during a debate in the
House or during the proceedings of a
Committee of the Whole House, and
whether a member is speaking or not,
any member mav move ‘ That the ques-
tion be now put’; and, if Mr. Specaker
or the Chairman is of opinion that the
question has been sufficiently debated,
such motion shall be put forthwith with-
out debate; and if the motion is carried.
Mr, Speaker or the Chairman shall
forthwrth put the question to the vofe:
Provided that such motion shall not
pass in the affirmative unless by a vote

{Oxley) [12.32 p.m.]: Mr.

The Premier

of at least twenty-five members in
favour thereof.”
The ““gag’ cannot be applied by any

Government unless the Chairman or Speaker
is prepared to accept the motion for the
closure. The Premier has always asked me
whether T would be prepared to accept the
closure before moving a motion because if
the Speaker declined to accept a motion the
Government would have no redvess, for a

Hon. G. Pollock.]
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motion to dissent from a Speaker’s ruling  be constructed, because there does nob
cannot be discussed until the following day appear to be much money available for
Therefore, no closure can be applied in the that purpose. That is very regrettable,

House except on the responsibility of the
Speaker, and I accmdmrr}lv take responsi-
bility for whatever has boen done in that
regard during my term. I would mention
thut only once during this session have I
accepted such a motion, and on not more
than three or four occasions during the whole
of the threc and a-half years I have occu-
pied the Speaker’s chair. That, I think,
is a rvecord of which no other bpeaker in
the last twenty years can boast.

Resolution —(Legislative
agread to.

Assembly)—

Resolutions 5, 6, and 7 agreed to.
Resolution 8— Premicr and Chief Secre-
tary’s Department—Immigration V—

Mr. KING (Maree) [12.35 p.m.]: The
subject of immigration is a very big one,
although 1 recognice that the amount—
£1. 67U—appearing on the Estimates for the
purpose is a very small one. That is due
to the fact that immigrants are not now
coming into this State in large numbers.
Consequently, the approprmtlon has
decreased. Immigration has declined because
of the prevailing economic conditions not
merely in Australia but throughout the
world.

I wish to pay a tribute to the quality of
the lmmigrants that have entered Australia,
particularly Queensland, in the past. They
have made their homes here, helped in the
development of this great bta,te and reared
children who now people it. They laid the
foundation of a real, solid Australia and a
plorrzoune Quccnsland These people have
played their part in a manly fashion and
we shouid pay tribute to them. I trust that
when the world-wide depression vanishes
more pecple of the type of those that were
responsible for the development of this
grest Commonwealth, including the pro-
gressive State of Qnovnsland, will be induced
to migrate to this country.

'—agreed to.

Resolutions 9 to 13, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 14—"St«te Reporting Burcaw’—

My, KING (Maree) [12.38 p.m.]: I have
had an opportunity of seeing the good work
carried out by the State Repmtmer Bureau,
not only in this House by the ‘“ Hansard ™
staff, but also in the law courts, where the
procecdings are reported very fully and

Resolution 8—“Immigration’

accurately. I pay a tribute to the members
of the State Reporting Bureau for the
efficiency that characterises their work.

and am sure that the present high state of
efficiency will continue.

Resolution 14 (State Reporting Bureau)
agreed to.

Resolutions 15 to 22, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 23— Department of Public
Works—Chief Offlce "—
Mr. EDWARDS (¥anango) [12.40 p.m.]:

I wish to make a plea for greater considera-

tion for country areas in regard to State
schools and other public buildings. It
appears that the Government before the

last election overstepped themselves in pro.
mising that certain public buildings would

[Hon. G. Pollock.

because many State schools in the country
areas are overcrowded, and it is necessary
that extra accommodation should be pro-
vided in the immediate future. I trust the
position is not as bad as I am led to believe
1t is. I have in mind a case where the
plans were drawn for a new school, but the
matter was hung up for twelve months.
As the result of much agitation an inspector
was sent out to inspect the proposed site,
and that official realised the need for the
immediate crection of a new school owing
to the tremendous increase in attendance
during the past twelve months or two years,
but now the people have been told no funds
are available for that building.

The Attorney-General is aware of the
condition of some Government buildings at
Nanango, because when visiting that centre
in company with me he mspected the court
house, where the ravages of white ants
were so severe that the hon. gentleman was
able to put his fist through some of the
boards. He assured the people who were
there that the building would either be
repaired immediately or renewed. As a
matter of fact, it would be impossible to
make a good bulldmg out of it by merely
repairing it. I am now astounded to find
that the work is to be hung up for probably
another twelve months, because funds are
not available. This is very regrettable,
especially because it has the effect of induc-
ing country residents to leave the country
centres for the larger cities and towns, w here
suitable accommodation is provided. 1 hope
the Government will see to it that this build-
ing is attended to even at the expense of
neglecting some work in & larger centre for
the time being.

I again mention particularly the case of
a school at Durong South, which is situated
far from the railway. It would be an impos-
sibility to send the children in the locaiity
to another school. I trust that the Govern-
ment will give the matters I have mentioned
serious consideration, and will act to a
greater degree in the intercsts of those who
live in the country districts as compared
with city dwellers.

Mr. NIMMO (Owxley) [12.45 pan.]: I lodge
a protest against the expenditure on public
worlks belng used for political purposes ]u:.t
prior to or during an election period. Last
year no small job in connection with State
schools could be got through. It appeared as
if all money was required for spectacular
work in advertising the Government. Cer-
tainly it was put forward that the expendi-
ture on these large works was for the purpose
of providing work for the unemployed.
We are now informed--after the election—
that all the available money has been allo-
cated for the completion of works com-
menced prior to the campaign. The Depart-
ment of Public Works should not be the
channel for the expenditure of money only
at a certain period. The expenditure should
be spread over the year, and then only on
necessary works. Plans and specificaticns
for additional accommodation at the State
school at Sherwood were prepared twelve
months ago. Children are at a great dis-
ability if they are taught under buildings on
concrete floors and subject to cold and hot
blasts of air. During the winter the con-
crete intensifies the cold. The present State
school at Oxley has been in existence sixty
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years. It is almost possible to read a
newspaper at night by the light of the
moon filtering through the walls. Plans
were prepared for a new building, but we
are informed that all the available money
1s required for some other purposes. The
hon. member for Nanango raised a similar
protest in regard to country schools. It is
absolutely wrong that all the money should
have been allocated before the financial
vear is half gone.

Mr. TAYLOR (Enoggerd) [12.48 p.m.]:
I am very sorry that the hon. member for
Oxley has not been able to carry out his
work as a member of Parliament as effec.
tively as he might have done. He adopts
the policy of reviewing his work and com.
pwlalnmg that it is not to his satisfaction.
The Department of Public Works has done
a fair amount of good in providing work
for unemployed.

I have a suggestion to subinit to the
Government that provision be made on the
Hstimates for next vear for the ervection of
a nesw school at Gordon Park. T understand
that the Government propose to erect a new
school at Stafford upon an aren of ground
that in ten or fifteen vears’ time will not be
sufficient te meet the needs of the distriet.
If that school was erccted in an arvea at
Gordon Park. which is only 300 or 400 yards
from Ssafford, the Government would have
an area that would be sufficient to meet the
requirements of both districts for many
years to come. Tco much attention has
been focussed upon providing for present
needs; too little has been paid to the future.
I raise this question this morning in the
hope that a school Jarge enough to cater
for the needs of the future may be built.

Mr, POWER (Baroonu) [12.49 pam]: In
the carly stages of this session. hon, moem-
bers opposite complained about the expendi-
ture of loan roney, and said that bhefore
verr long the State would be bankrapt.
Now we find the hon. member for Oxlew
advocating the construction of a new school
at Bherwood. It is hard to understand the
attitude of hon. members opposite. They
are always somersaulting.

Mr. Nrumo: By erecting a school at Sher-
wood vou would be more equally distributing
the money.

Mr. POWER: I am sure that the Minister
is attending to those cases that he considers
to be most urgent. It is all very well for
the hon. member for Oxley to say that a
schocl has been in existence for sixty vears;
similar remarks could be made of the whole
of Queensland. I hope that something will
be done to carry out the work that is
urgentlyv required at the Petric Terrace
Boys’ State School, but I have every con-
fidence in the Minister’s ability to sece that
the right thing is done by all areas.

I rose to show the inconsistency of hon.
members opposite in complaining about the
expenditare of loan money, and then asking
for public works in their eclectorates.

Mr. WATERS (Kelvin Grove) [12.52 pan.]:
It 1s very interesting to hear the suggestions
of hon. members opposite that buildings
have been erected in the city while country
districts have been neglected. That is not
correct, and the hon, member for Oxley
displays an ignorance of the machinery of
government, The Department of Public
Works has a splendid record of achievement
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for the last three or four years. It has
erected excellent buildings, not merely in

the cities, but in all parts of the State. and
I hope that the programme will be con-
tinued on the same lines. I consider that

in times of depression, when the unomplos-
ment figures are abnormally high. it is the
Government's duty to carry out an exten-
sive public works programme. The new
building for the Department of Agriculturec
and the building at Anzac Square are won-
derful achievements and are both necessavy.
Hon. members opposite complain that while
these buildings are being erected in ihe
city the country districts ave being men-
leeted, but i is obvious that as the Govern-
ment cxtend their activities and new depart-

ment~ grow up. they 15t be housed In
suitanle premises,
Th.. Government are to be congratulated

on their foresight in embarking upon a
vigorous programme of public works during
the present time when building costs are
relatively low, but the Opposition are
sternly opposed to the policy because thev
know that it will provide emplovment for
the people. During their term of office they
spent less loan mones on public works than
was spent by any Government over the past
twentv-five vyea and thereby denied the
people opportunitics to obtain much needed
eruplovment,  The present poliey of the
Government can he justified on the ground
that the money is bheing wisely spent and
that in the crection of public edifices that
will be a monument to their capacitv and

administrative ability thev are providing
uecful employment for our citizens who
would othersise be unemployed. In addi-

directly emploved in
cmployment is  also
number of people

to the artisans
building construction
provided for a large
engaged Tn subsidiary industries manufac-
turing material and equipment. I know that
hon. mtembers opposite are very apprehen-
sive, because the poliey 1z bound to be
succes:ful. but ther had an opportunity of
embarking upon a similar policy between
1929 and 1332 and failed to do so.

Mr. Epwarps: They did do so.

Mr. WATERS : Thev did not. Theyr failed
to seize the opportunity to embark upon a
similar policy, which must have besn of an
immense bencfit to many people who were
unemployed for a long time. They pursued
a policy of deflation, because they were not
concerned about improving the conditions
of the people. They should have realised
that many countries throughout the world
had adopted a similar policy to ours. berause
they conceived it to be the duty of Govern-
ments during times of depression to engage
upon a vigorous public works programme
so that the people could be helped. If the
Leader of the Opposition had had that fore-
sight and breadth of vision that a Premier
should posscss he would have understood
the changed and changing conditions through-
out the world, and would have decided to
embark upon an important programme of
public works so as to inerecase the volume
of employment for the people.

tlon

The work of maintaining public buildings
throughout the State is proceeding in a
very efficient manner. The people are con-
vinced that the policy pursued by the Secre-
tary for Public Works is calculated to confer
the greatest benefit on the community.

Myr. Waters.)
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Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswieh) [20 p.m.]: I  contrast with the old teacher’s residence
was rather interested to hear the hon. mem- and has wide verandas and every comfort.
bers for Nanango and Oxley complain that It also possesses the latest villa front. As
no public works or buildings had been the hon. member for Rockhampton reminds

carried out in their electorates. The depart-
mental report discloses that the opposite
is the cme It says—
‘The past financial year, from Ist
Jul}‘, 1834, to 30th June, 1935, has been
responsible for another heavy building
programme much in excess of anything
previously attempted.”
That is indicative of the heavy works pro-
gramme completed during the year and in
contradiction of the statement of the hon.
member for Nanango. The hon. member
for Qxley complained that whercas plans
had been drawn for a new school at Sher-
wood the work had not been proceeded with.
He also said that at nighttime he could
read through the cracks in the walls of the
State schiool at Corinda. I do not know
what he was doing there at nighttime ‘ all
by himself in the moonlight.” Inspectors
of the department are continually visiting
State schools, and had the hon. member
brought those facts before the department
an m~po(tol would have heen despatched
to investigate it. I am quite sure that no

inspector would allow ‘any State school
building to fall into such a state of dis-
repair.

The report gives an interesting resume of
the work carried out by the department last
vear, which it summarises thus—

*“ The greatest activity in building con-
struction in any one year in the depart-
ment’s history.

“The highest loan expenditure by the
dopaltment in any one year.

¢ The highest number of employees in
any single year’s pay sheets,

““The highest vcturn in number and
value of individual permanent build-
mgs yvet recorded.

“ A definite advance in construction
methods throughout the State.

“The full absorption of
revenue allocations
liament.”

That statement speaks for itself and dis-
clozes that the depaltment last year cstab-
lished a record. At times departmental
expenditure falls short of the appropriation
bv Parliament, but in this case the whole

loan and
approved by Par-

of the ¢ pplopu.ation was cxpended.
The rccord of the department last year
was a record also in the architectural

improvement of our public buildings. That
fact is exemplified in the very fine report
of the department, which though not very

large  contains illustrations of very fine
buildings that have been erected in all

parts of the State.
of the new nurses’
Hospital, which is
the department.
of the Women’s

There is an illustration
quarters at the Gympie
obviously a credit to
There is an lllustlatlon also
Hospital now in course of
construction in Brisbane. The building 1s
a very fine one and will be second to
none in the Commonwealth, not only in
architectural design but in utlhtx In fact,
reports state that the building itself will be
unsurpassed by any other of 1ts kind in the
Southern hemisphere.  An improved type
of teacher’s residence is shown in the illus-
tration of the new residence on the Towns-
ville Railway ¥state. The design is in

[3r, Gledson.

me, this building has been specially designed
for the tropics and will enable the teacher
to live in comfort that was denied him
previously.

The picture of the new dormitory for farm
boys at St. Lucia portrays an airy and spaci-
ous building with ample veranda space.
Were it not for the fact that the Torwood
Police Station building has ““ Torwood Police

Station ”’ painted on it, one might easily
assume it was the residence of a profes-
sional or business man. The department

also descrve commendation for the beautiful
Baby Clinic building in Herschell street,
Brisbane. It was many years before a suit.
able site could be obtained for that building,
which provides ample accommodation and an
cxcellent environment for those people
occupying it.

Another item that interests me is the new
pOIlLP station under course of construction
in Toowoomba. The department has been
requested to erect similar buildings in
Ipswich, and 1 understand that work will
be carried out when money is available.
The new police station at Toowoomba will
s.and as & monument to the administrators
and artisans of the department, from the
Minister down, The hon. member for Rork-
hampton will no doubt be pleased when the
new police court is completed atr Rouic
hampton. The picture indicates a very
square building, but I dave say that is most
desivable from the point of view of utility.
At any rate, as the hon. member for Rock-
hampton says, the department has given
them a square deal in erceting that buld-
ing. The building of a new pol]ce station
at Dalby indicates that the activities of the
department are not confined to the centres
of Brisbane, Cairns, and Toowoomba, but
extend into the (ountrv areas. 1 have had
an opportunity of inspecting the Govern-
ment buildings at Cairns, which have been
constructed on a most plea:.mg design and
are a credit to the department. It is cbvious
that our public buildings are being designed
with due regard to aesthetics as well as
utility.

If the hon. member for Oxley reads the
report of the department he will find that
the fArst scction of the Nundah State School
—the foundations of which have been built to
carry a three-story building that will be
sufficient to mect the requirements of that
district for many years—has been completed,
That indicates the nature of the work that
is being carried out outside the city area.

The PrEmikrR: There is a new State school

at Yerorga.

Mr. GLEDSON: The Premier reminds
me that a very fine school has been ere scted
at Yeronga in the electorate of the hon.
meniber for Oxley. The hon. member gave
much credit to the department at the tin»
for the building, but to-day he criticises
it for allowing a number of Government
buildings to get into a state of disrepair. I
do not want to belabour the matter. or take
up the time of hon. members, but the report
shows a very fine intermediate school at
Victoria Park and State schools at Oak
leigh and Ipswich. There is nothing mono-
tonous in their design. They are not built
to standard. Each one fits wm with its sur-
roundings, and has proper regard to its
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purpose, Before any plan is drawn up
officers of the department inspect the site.
At the present time an extremely well-
constructed building is being erected in
Auvzac Sqguare. This is to accomodate cer-
tain  Government departments, and the
design is adapted more to usility than
beauty, although heauty has by no means
been overlooked. The officers of the depart-

ment are alse to be congratulated upon
their work in the Dblock of buildings in

Willjam street used by the Department of
Agriculture and Stock. The original build-
ing was erected many vears ago. The
Department of Public Works is not only
concerned with the erection of school and
other departmental buildings but, as shown
by the report, has also undertaken the
erection of hospitals for the Home Secre-
tarv's Department A number of maternity
wards have been built throughout Quecens-
land. As in the case of Government offices
aud school buildings, the officers of the
department inspect the site or the buildings
to be altered and design accordingly. The
officers of both departments collaborate,
and the result has been very fine maternity
wards in various centres of the State. Work-
ing also in conjunction with the Home
Secretary’s Department the Department of
Public Works has been responsible for the
erection and equipment of dental hospitals.
Hon. members opposite ne doubt would
like some c¢f these social conveniences in
their areas. and I am at onc with them in
that respect. The Home Sccretary has
intimated to me that my centre is fortunate
in this respect, and 1 understand that in
the near futuve officers of the Department
cf Public Works will be working on the
evection of a dental clinic at Ipswich. I
understand the eclinic in Teowoomba is a
credit to the officers of both departments.

Last vear a large sum of money was
expended upon the erection of schools, school
buildings, and teachers’ residences throughout
the country centres by the Department of
Tublic Works—in many cases by local labour
under the supervision of departmental
officers. The works programme in the
country districts was greater last year than
ever before in the history of Queensland.
We find from the report that the cost of
the schools has been considerably greater
than the amount usually expended. One
school was estimated by the Department of
Public Works to cost £16,000.

Mr. Epwarps: Where is that?

Mr. GLEDSON: In Ayr. In one country
centre alone £16.000 was spent on a school!
It cannot be contended that the Department
has confined its activities to Queen strect,
Byrisbane ! In other centres, the department
has remodelled and considerably improved
schoo! buildings.  When I was a lad first
attending school in Queensland, the build-
ings were only about 1 ft. from the ground,
the windows between 9 and 10 inches wide at
the most, and one had to peer at one’s slate
and school work until one did not know
whether one’s eyes were in onc’s head or
not.  That condition of affairs has been
altered by the Department of Public Works.
Buildings that are erected nowadays are
designed for the comfort of both students
and teachers, and ample ventilation and
Hght ere given. Many existing buildings
have also been brought up-lo-date in these
respects.
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As a further indication that the depart-
ment is not confining its activities to the
city, we find in this report that the sum of
£1,684 was expended upon the erection of
a domestic science and manual training
school at Babinda, and lavators blocks with
sewerage installations costing £1,635 were
erccted in the same district. In the Ipswich
district, new lavatory blocks were erected,
and scptic systems installed at the Central
Girls’ School and Central Boys’ School.
liveryone will agrec that that policy is to
be commended.

I take this opportunity to thank the
Minister and his officers” for the splendid
work they have done in constructing build-
ings and providing up-to-date conveniences.
No part of the State bas been neglected.
The department has catered for districts
in the South, Central, and North. A new
school was erected at Bundaberg North at
a cost of £1,180, and another at Burleigh,
a scaside resort that caters for the holiday
requirements of many children from the out-
back parts of the State. There was no
Government school building at Burleigh for
many years. 1 passed through Burleigh the
other day and I noticed that it was com-
pleted, that the grounds are being improved,
and it would appear that it will be ready
for the children in the very near future.
The estimated cost was £1,340. I do not
think that any children are attending the
school at the present moment. The report also
indicates that a-new school was erected at
Parramatta, just outside Cairns, at a cost
of £1,517. The department was instructed
to erect a building with accommodation for
50 pupils—quite a large number. The
Western districts have not been overlooked.
A domestic science and manual training
building has been constructed in conjunction
with the Charleville State School at a cost
of nearly £1,000.

All these buildings have been constructed
on modern lines. Manv vears ago. when
the system of rural schools and domestic
science and manual training was adopted.
the work was carried out in little dingy
rooms under school buildings. At times
there was not cnough natural light to enable
the teachers to carry out their work in a
proper manner and artificial light had to be
freauently used. The Department of Public
Works has now constructed modern kitchens
with up-to-date culinary equipment, including
convenient cupboards, racks, and lockers.
The buildings are well ventilated and in
manual training schools convenient benches
have been built for carpentering, tin-smnith-
ing, leather work, and other trades. and
very attractive cupboards have been con-
structed to enahle the students to display
their work. These modern buildings and
equipment have not been provided only in
the electorates represented by members of
the Government.

Mr. EpwarDS: Why should they bo?

Mr. GLEDSON: I am pointing out that
that is not so, because I understood that
the hon. member for Oxley complained that
similar improvements had not been carried
out =t the Sherwood and Oxley State Schools
as in other electorates. The Department of
Public Works is giving attention to every
electorate throughout the State. Take the
Childers State School, the remodeliing of
which is in progress at an estimated cost of
£3.110.  That estimate is three times in
excess of what is being spent on some schnols

Mr. Gledson.]
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in the electorates represented by Govermment
members.

Mr. MAXWELL :
for?

Mr. GLEDSON:

What are you stonewalling

I should be one of the
Jast hon. members to indulge in stone-
walling tactics. (Opposition laughter). I
am pointing out certain facts of which I
considered this Committee should be cog-
nisant. The hon. members for Oxley and
Nanango compiained that public works were
not being done in their electorates. I am
giving proof of the contrary. The £3,110
Leing spent on the Childers State School
1s not for the erection of a mew building;
it is to remodel the old building to enable
the whole of the school practice to be
modernised. Then I find that the Coolan-
gatta State School in the Albert electorate
is being added to and remodelled at a
cost of £1,505, ard domestic science classes
have been established. The old building
was erected on a hill, and as it was so small
the teachers had to take several classes on
the ground floor. The remodelling will

enable woodworking and domestic science
classes to be conducted. The report also
discloses that the Dalby State School is
being remodelled, with additions, at an
estimated cost of £3811. Hon. membeu

will admit that that 15 a considerable sum
of money to expend in that centre, but
Jalby is a growing district, and the depart-
ment recognises that its public buildings
must be in keeping with its importance.
So it is being remodelled to provide seat-
ing accommodation for 408 primary and
sixty-four high school pupils. The ventila-
tion and lighting of the old building, which
were far from satisfactory, will be made
adequate, and will be better arranged.
Previously the light shone in the eyes of

the pupils, which detracted from their com-
fort and impaired their efficiency. The
light will now shine over the pupil’s left
shoulders, and enable them to work in
comfort,

The department is also doing work for

the Gatton Agricultural High School and
College, which is controlled by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and is in the electorate
of West Moreton. It is spending £11,442
in the construction of a new dormitory to
accommodate additional students, and re-
painting the whole of the buildings. It is
also proposed to erect a glass house in order
that the students may study plant propaga-
tion under the climatic conditions that obtain
in other countries.

The remodelling and additions at the Gor-
donvale State School are estimated to cost

£5,100, and at the Ingham State School
£3,965. The Ipswich North State School,

when completed, will cost £12,800, and the
sewerage installation at the Maryborough
Central State School is estimated to cost
£2,624. The remodelling and additions at the
Murgon State School are estimated to cost
£1,698. I congratulate the hon. member for
Wide Bay upon having that work carried
out. The cost of the domestic science and
manual training buildings at the Pomona
State School are estimated at £1,150.

I congratulate the department on the
excellent work it carried out last year and
it is continuing to carry out this year, for
which it deserves the commendation of every
member in this House,

[Mr. Gledson,
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Mr. (LAYTU\' (Wide Bay) [2.40 p.m.]:
The hon. member fm Il)‘\\lch spoke at great
length on matters ranging from lavatories
at State schools to kitchens at hospitals.
do not know whether the hon, member con-
sidered it was a very interesting disserta-
tion, but it is only what one would expect
from one who spoke with the object of stone-
walling.

Thme is no doubt the department’s report
indicates that a good deal of money was
spent last year ‘in connection with State
schools and public buildings generally; but
it 1s also true that a large amount of money
has been spent in the city, compared with
the amount spent in the country. Thousands
of pounds have been spent on public build-
ings in the cities but the hon. member could
only mention one or two cases where money
had been spent in the country. We are not
worried about the amount that was spent;
we do complain, however, that prior to an
clection the Labour Party always speed up
expenditure In order to make 1t appear to
the people that a wave of prosperity 1s
sweeping over the State, but so soon as the
clection is over there is a curtailment,
especially in country areas. The hon. mem-
ber for Nanango has complained, and I
complain, of thg lack of expenditure on
State schools in the country districts at the
present time. In many instances 1 have been
able to prove to the Department of Public
Instruction that a new school building or
repairs to an existing one are warranted,
and the matter hLas been then referred to
the Department of Public Works which
iufoi’ms me that work will be carried out
when funds are available.

Funds are available aii the present time
for erecting buildings in the cities and
towns, but unfoltundte‘y some coyntly resi-
dents must lack proper facilities for the
education of their children. A school aund
teacher’s residence were authorised in my
clectorate some two years ago. Although I
have worn out the carpets in the offices
of the heads in the Department of Public
Instruction I am informed that funds arc
not yet available. Yet immediately prioy
to the last eclection many works were under-
taken.

It would be a very good thing if a sum
of money were placed on the ¥istimates to be
used by the Department of Public 1nstructidn
in doing small jobs on the buildings under
its care, which at present have to be
referred to the Department of Public Works
for report. A great deal of red tape 1is
used and costs are incurred in having an
inspector of the Department of Public
Works journeying to small schools in outlying
districts to report on the need for a new
rail on the veranda, or a new set of steps.
The work could be undertaken by the
Department of Public Instruction through
the school committee, which could engage a

local carpenter. I.4rust the Minister will
have the suggestion adopted. It would be
the means pf providing better facilities

for education in the country districts. We
should lock very tholoughlv into the gues-
tion of education in Queensland. This is a
primary producing State.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must remember that he is not «dealing
with the vote for the Department of Public
Tnséruction, but with that for the Depart-
ment of Public Works.

Mr. CLAYTON: If we ask people to go
on the land and reside in country areas we
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must provide proper school buildings for
their children, and which are erected by
the Department of Public Works. The adop-
tion of the contract system has resulted
in our being as successful as we are at the
present time, but we can do a great deal
more. Under this system the money avail-
able for public buildings can be made to
go much farther than under the day labour
system, [ venture to assert that school
buildings in  country districts are uow
erected under the contract system 40 per
cent. cheaper than by day labour.

Mr. JESSON (Aennedy) {2.48 pan] In
almost the same breath the hon. member
for Wide Bay complains of the expenditure
of money by the department, and that
allegedly  necessary 1mprovements  have
not been made in his electorate. It is
obvious that as he only returns to the House
on Tuesday and leaves on Friday he has
not bothered much about his electorate.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, JESSON: The policy of the Depart-
ment of Public Works during the past three
years has been to create work for the unem-
rloyed, and at the same time provide social
facilities such as schools and hoespitals.

It is a well known fact that public works
create an improvement in trade, for
greater employment means greater spending
power in the people. So primary producers,
manufacturers, and retailers all derive
benefit from the revival policy of this
Government. As I mentioned some days
ago, the Tory Party in England are initi-
ating a £24,000,000 public works revival
scheme, having evidently realised, {from
their observation of the actions of Govern-
ments in what they may regard as unim-
portant parts of the Empire, that such a
policy brings about an improvement in
conditions,

The hon. member for Wide Bay, the hon.
member for Nanango, and other hon. mem-
bers opposite have suggested that the
Department of Public Works is confining
its activities to the city and giving no con-
sideration to the country. That suggestion
will not be accepted by hon. members on
this side of the House who represent country
districts. As a country representative I am
very grateful for the work of the depart-
ment in my electorate, and I think that in
those words I express the feeling of the
majority of hon. members representing
country districts on both sides of the House.
My district has been particularly well
looked after. Schools have been repaired,
painted, and kept in good condition. Th~»
ingham State School has heen remodelled
and the buildings moved so that the children
will not be so subject to the discomforts
of wet seasons and extreme heat. The only
other improvement I should like to see to
that schocl is the installation of a dental
clinie. The work at that school was carried
out by day labour at a cost of £3,965—
many pounds under the estimate. It will be
completed within a week or so, when the
school will be holding its jubilee, at which
1 hope to attend fine gang of men
is working at that school, m charge
of Mr. Rooney as foreman of works.
They travel to outlying districts to effect
urgent repairs, and the work at the Ingham
State School 1s a credit to them and the
department. This gang has proved conclu-
gively that with the right men the day labour
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system is far preferable to contract. I had
experience of the contract system during
the tragic period between 1929 and 1932.

Under the contract system we had to be
out on the job all hours of the day, from
early morning till late at night. One of
the workers was paid 2s. a week more than
the others to set the pace, and if we could
not paint the same area or do the same
amount of carpentering as he we were
severely censured by the boss, and often
sacked. At that time the labour market
was over-supplied with the very best trades-
men the State could produce, but to-day
it is very difficult indeed to get a skilled
man. Under the contract system the
employer insisted on the last ounce of blood
and sweat, compelling his workers even to
avail themselves of the full moon to nail
on roofs, paint houses, and do other work.
Carpenters were compelled to act as
plumbers and painters too, and thereby
restrict the opportunity of other tradesmen
to secure employment. Hon. members oppo-
site know that the majority of contractors
are nothing more nor less than sweaters,
and sweat their men for sixteen hours a
day.

Mr. EpwarDs interjected.

Mr. JESSON: Judging from the appear-
ance of the hon. member for Nanango I
should say he has not sweated very much in
his life. I have not had time to ascertain
the total amount expended by the depart-
ment on school buildings and other educa-
tional facilities last year. An Intermediate
school, estimated to cost £16,000, is in pro-
gress of construction at Ayr, but the report
does not disclose whether it is being con-
structed under the day labour or contract
system. I am satisfied that if it is being
constructed under the day labour system,
and the gang of workmen employed is equal
in efficiency to the men employed at Ingham,
the department will be very well pleased
with the results.

Domestic science and manual training
buildings estimated to cost £1,684 are in
process of construction at the Babinda State
School.  They will provide dressmaking and
cookery rooms, a woodwork room, and a
sheet metal workshop, and be of undoubted
advantage both to the teachers and the pupils,
The Government are to be congratulated
on extending domestic science and manual
training classes, and thereby helping school
children to become more than square pegs
in round holes; in that they are thus able
to gain an elementary knowledge of the
trades to which they may be apprenticed on
completing their schooling. = The classes
offer considerable incentive to the children
to prepare for the battle of life. In **the
good old days,” as some hon. members op
site term them, the children on completing
their schooling, were forced out into the
hard world to earn a meagre livelihood at
selling newspapers or some other menial
occupation, but, thank goodness, the Labour
Government have abolished those bad prac-
tices, and the poorer children of our genera-
tion have an equal opportunity i life
with the children of wealthy parents to
prepare for the struggles ahead. A sum
of £1,635 is also being expended on lava-
tory blocks and sewerage at the Babinda
State School.

In_his opening remarks, the hon. member
for Wide Bay made some ridiculous state-
ments about sewers and kitchens, but these

Mr. Jesson.)
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are two very important factors in the life
of the community. If children are not
properly nourished and cared for they are
unable to equip themselves with the know-
ledge needed to enable them to fight the
battle of life. I am glad that the old,
filthy, unhygienic, and insanitary methods
have been cast overboard, and that the
Government have decided that nothing but
the best sanitary conveniences are good
enough. The hon. member for Wide Bay
remains in the same old groove, the single
track, and will never get out of it as long
as he lives. He does not believe in building
good kitchens or improving the sanitary
conveniences of State schools. I remember
that when I attended school in the Hawkes-
bury River district we could always locate
the sanitary conveniences with the aid of
our noses. Thanks to a Labour Govern-
ment, such conditions are rapidly changing
in Queensland.

A new school is being erected at North
Bundaberg at an estimated cost of £1,180.
Children must be educated in healthy and
congenial surroundings; their first impres-
gions are the lasting impressions. A child
reared and educated in hright and healthy
surroundings will be better fitted for the
fight for life than one reared and educated
in uncongenial and insanitary surroundings,
and it is the policy of the department to
erect buildings that will give them that
snvironment.

A new State school is heing erected at
Burleigh  Heads to accommodate fortr
pupils, at an estimated cost of £1,340. I
am pleased to note that the department has
made provision for a folding partition in
this school. Some time ago I made repre-
sentations to the Minister to adopt the fold-
ing pertition in many of our schools, but
he told me that State schools were crected
for the education of our children and not
for the holding of dances. The Government
should encourage social functions in State
schools in the country districts. The fixed
wall has been removed from schools in my
electorate and replaced by the folding parti-

tion, which enables the school committee
to organise_ weckly or fortnightly social
functions. Many of the school committees

in my electorate are hard pressed for funds.
That at Garbutt’s Siding., on the outskirts
of Townsville. despite the econoimnic handi-
caps of the last four or five years, raised
enough from social entertainments to pro-
vide every child attending the school with
hooks and material. Folding partitions also
indirectly contribute to the educational wel-
farc of the children. I am very pleased that
the Minister has reconsidered his decision.
The Parramatta State School at Cairng is
having additions at an estimated cost of
£1.517. 'The partitions in this school will
also be of the folding type, so that my
suggestion fell on fertile soil. Now that the
partition has been removed the room will
accommodate all the children when they are
aszemhbied to hear an address by a visitor,
such as a member of Parliament, a Minister
of the Crown, or a minister of religion;
previously many of them had to stand in the
S

The domestic science and manual training
buildings at the Collinsville State School are
estimated to cost £983. These buildings are
similar to those at Babinda, with the excep-
tion that they ave on low stumps, The work
at Collinsville represents a fine effort to

[3ir. Jesson.
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provide accommodation for the children who
are obtaining their initiation into the trades
they desire to follow. The installation of
sewerage at the Collinsville State School is
a progressive step on which both depart-
ments are to be commended. The school: in
the south-west and north-west have not
usually the advantage of such hygienic
arrangements.

The remodelling of the Childers
Schoo! is estimated to cost £3,110. The work
is in progress and when completed will
provide a new class-room and make the

State

school  hrighter. Labour’s slogan 1s,
« Brighter schools will make brighter
children,” and I am pleased to know that

the Sccretary for Public Works is giving
effect to it.

The remodelling and additions to the
Cunnamulla State School are estimated to
cost £1,770, those at Dalby £3,811, and thosg
at Coolangatta £1,505. The remodelling and
additions to the Gordonvale State School are
estimated to cost £5,100, the erection of the
Ipswich North State School £12,900, and the
sewerage installation at the Maryborough
Central State School £2,624. I trust the
Minister will be able to have the sewerage
system installed at the Ingham State School
at a later date. The remodelling and addi-
tions to the Murgon State School are esti-
mated fo cost 1698, and domestic science
and manual training buildings at the Pomona
State School at £1,150. The sewerage
installation at the Sandgate State School is
estimated to cost £1,960. I am sure the
hon. member for Sandgate was pleascd to
note that, and as I live at Sandgate I
appreciate the efforts of the department.

The erection of a State school at St. George
is esfimated to cost £2,277, and a teacher’s
residence at the Southport State School
£1,063. These works are characteristic of
the treatment meted out to teachers in the
country. In some places they have Yo ride
several miles to and from school, and the
farmhouses at which they are accommodated
do not always provide congenial surround-
ings. The average school teacher is very
intelligent and used to the comforts of
civilization, and at a farm he has to get
up early if he wishes to have breakfast when
it is cooked.

The farmer comes home at lunch time and
continues his work in the cool of the after-
noon, and the school teacher has to wialt
until all hours in the night for a hot meal.
As conditions are, such a state of affairs
could not be avoided. Of course, the farmer
cannot be expected to alter his routine,
especially because in a great number of
instances he charges the school teacher
merely a nominal fee or nothing at all. Nor
do 1 think the teacher would desire it.
The majority of teachers do not whinge but
adapt themseives to rural conditions. The
present Government have realised that fo
get effective work from a teacher they must
see to it that he is happy and contented.
School teaching is recognised as being one

of the most arduous callings a man or
woman could follow.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.

member will have to connect his remarks
with the vote under discussion.

Ar. JESSON : The provision of a teacher’s
residence adjacent to the school conduces
to contentment, and the Department of
Public Works is entrusted with the duty
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of erecting a suitable building. A teacher’s
residence at an estimated cost of £1,063 is
in course of erection at the Southpmt State
Scheol, with lavatory blocks and sewerage
installations at £1,830.

A State school and teacher’s residence
at Toobanna, a sugar-growing fentre 6
miles from Ingham, have been completed at
a cost of £1,780. The old school was a
small building on low blocks, and during
receswses the children had to find shade under
the mango trees in the yard. The new
building is on high blocks 'md provision is
made for a great amount of light and
fresh air. The teacher’s residence is a
credit to the department. During the next
fortnight or so I shall have the honour of
officially  declaring the school open,
although the inhabitants of the district
cannot be said to be favourable to the policy
of the Labour Party, so that the suggestions
emanating from hon. members opposite are
refuted.

A new school is being erected at East
Toowoomba, and additions are being made
to the Warwick East State School. In
regard to the latter, the report states—
“A new wing has been provided at
this school, having three class rooms,
with verandas on three sides and con-
nected to the existing building by a
covered way. The construction was of
wood with iron roof, and the area under
the school concreted and closed. The
addition accommodates 120 pupils.”

This speaks very well for the foresight of
the department, for under the administra-
tion Of Labour Governments the State will
certainly progress.

The Department of Agriculture and Stock
spending £11,600 on extra office accom-
modation, Fon. members who take the
trouble to walk down William street will
see a very fine building that will help the
officers of the department to carry out their
arduous duties under better conditions.

is

The

work of the department in the

n of Dbaby eclinics in country

i to be commended. For many
vears I have agitated for the establish-
ment of one at Ingham, but without
success, 1 am pleased to say that a clinic
has now been erected by the Country
Women's Association and fitted out by the

Depurtment of Public Works. The need for
that clinic is emphasized by the fact that the
average daily attendance is 20.8. Since I
have been in Brisbane, I have been
astonished at the number of baby clinics in
various suburbs. The buildings have bheen
designed with an eye to hyg,leno, they are
ed\dv kept clean, and are a credit to their
architects.

sie time ago I inspected the asylum at
Goodna, and was very fzvourably impressed
by the "excellence of “the building that has
been erected by the Depaltment of Public
Works under the day-labour system. It is so
designed that the warder in charge can
supervise the whole of the wards without
leaving a table in the centre of the room.
Every comfort is provided for the unfortu~

nate inmates, and the element of danger
has been rerducec} fo a minimum., W 1ndow~
are get in cavities in the wall, and there

are no sharp corners upon which the patients
can injure themso clves.  The layout is such
that fresh air and sunshine are admitted
to the building and adequate protection is
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provided against excessive heat, The build-
ing 1is certamlv a credit to the department.

1 was also highly delighted with the cxcel-
lence of the work' bemr carried ocut by the
department at the Drisbane General Hos-
I)ltd] where many workmen are crecting a
block of bui ildings that will be a la~t1ng
monument to the humane poliey of this
Government.

1 did not intend speaking at such length
upon this subject, but I feit it my duty to
reply to the statments made by hon. members
oppesite who, speaking with their tongue\
in their (heeln condemn the great work that
s being carried out by the Gov ernment, If
thL money was being thrown away on useless

“sand-shifting ”* jobs I should be the first
to object, but it is being expended on a
revival policy which has proved of great
benefit to the State and the people.

Resolution 23  (Department of
Works—Chief Office) agreed to.

Resolutions 24 to 27, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 28—
Office " —

Mr. WALSH (Yirani) [3.23 p.n]: The
main subjecs to which I wish to refer is the
question of representation at the Interna-
tional Sugar Conference in London next
year. I think it will be readily agreed
that the results of the conference will have
an important bearing on the future of the
sugar industry in this State, and that it is
essential that Queensland should be repre-
sented. In this FHouse recently, the Lon.
member for Isis, who appeared to be speak-
ing with some authority—as if he had been
briefed by the sugar organisations—repre-
sented that no request had been made by
the sugar industry that it should be repre-
sented at the conference. I do not wish it
to be understood that I am speaking with
the authority of the Queensland Cane-
growers’ Loun(ll which is quite capable
of looking after the interests of its own
members. The hon. member for Isis was
quite definite in his statement that he knew
that no request had been made for ony-
body to go from Queensland on behalf of
the sugar industry, but his statement was

Public

“The  Treasurer—-Lhief

not_in accordance with the facts, and 1
desire to take this opporfunity of stating

that as far back as September last a requess
was made by the Queensland Canegrowers’
Council that Queensland should be ade-
quately represented. The hon. member for
Isis may doubt my statement, and to pluce
the matter beyond doubt I shall read this
Jetter, dated 25th Secptember, 1935, to the
chairman of the Sugar Board, Mr. Short—

“Rp INTERNATIONAL SUGAR CONFERENCE.

“ You will remember that in a recent
discussion mention was made of the
fact that it was essential our Queens-
land Government and the sugar industry
should be as strongly wmowntm} a3
pO@:«Ibl(‘ at the fmthcommu Imemdtmnm
Sugar Conference, at which it is pro-
po~0d to deal with the guestion of over-
production.

“3With this in view, our association
requests vour board to bring under the
notice of the Government that we think
they should make every endeavour to
see that Queensland interests are well
represented.

Mr. Walsh.]
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“We understand, of course, that
export quotas are mcre a Coemmon-
wealth matter, and that no doubt the
Commonwealth Government has been
asked to mtexest itself in the proposed
conference.”

I wish {0 stress this part of the letter—
. “On the other hand, in this case it
is the Queensland sugar industry’s inter-
ests which should predominate, and we
feel sure you will agree direct representa-
tion weuld be preferable.

“ We realise that Governments inter-
ested will, to a considerable extent, be
lesponmble for the personnel of any
representation, and trust you will bring
the abovementioned ~iews under the
notice of the Premier.

“ Yours faithfully,
“R. Muir.”

That letter completely disposes of the con-
tention of the hon. member for Isis.

In order to prove that the request has
not come from only one section of the
industry, I quote this telegram sent to the
I‘reasurer by the ‘\Iackav District Cane-
growers’ KExecutive, of which I am a mem-
ber—

“It is the opinion of the Mackay
District Canegrowers’ Executive that the
Queensland sugar industry should be
strongly  represented at forthcoming
international sugar conference to be
held in London. as it is understood
questions will be considered which may
sceriously affeet the future welfare of
this State’s sugar industry. It is desired
that you attend such conference as
Queensland’s representative, if at all
possible, Kindly wadvise your views
this request.”

That exccutive represents  about 2,000
growers,  or dppl(‘\inldt(‘l\ 25 ner cent. of
the total number in Queensiand. It has no
desire to dictate to the State or Common-
wealth Government in the wmatter, but it
considers that it has the right at ‘least to
make the request to the Promier,

I also propose to quote a letter from the
KMackay Sugar Manufacturers’ Association.
The association is 1eplc~0'1rat1x-' of all of
the sugar-mills in the Mackay district, and
I quote the letter to show that the industry
as a whole, quite apart from the political
v.ev\i held by hon, members on this side,
derires that the best possible mV)re\entaHon
» available to the mdn:f*v at this confer-
. I know the members of this associa-
(.orl mr&ondllv. and to my knowledge not
one of them supports our partr. The follow-
inp letter to a certain extent strengthens the
request from the growers:—

“ The Mackay
Association
“Mackay,

“ The Honcurable,

Sugar Manufacturers’

Sth October, 1935.

3. Forgan Smith, M.L.A.,
‘“ Briskane.
“Sir,—At a recent meeting of this

auouahon—lnpmientatlvﬂ of all the
mills in the district—reference was made
to Press reports on the matter of repre-
sentation of the sugar industry at the
conference being comened at home by
Mr. Malcolm MacDonald for the con-
¢ideration of a scheme for the stabilis-
ing of sugar prices, and the suggestion

[Mr. Walsh.
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that you be approached to attend the
conference in the interests of our
industry was noted, and I was requested
to say that the members of this associa-
tion are fully in accord with the sugges-
tion, and are hopeful that you may see
your way to represent the industry on

this occasion, in view of the vital
importance of the matters to be dis-
cussed,
“ Yours faithfully,
“ 8. Warr,
“ Hon. Secretary.”

There again is direct evidence to rebut the
statement of the hon. member for Isis.
Requests have come from numerous parts
of the State, including official bodies such
as the Queensland Cane Growers’ Council,
that the Treasurer should attend this con-
ference in their interests. There is nothing
strange in this request when one 1eahbes
that in 1934 both associations extended a
similar invitation to the Treasurer to attend
on their behalf a conference to be held in

London. We also know that the general
manager of the Colonial Sugar Refining

Company, Sir Philip Goldfinch, during the
holding of that conference, drew public
attention to the ability of the Premier to
deal with questions affecting the sugar
industry. His long experience as a repre-
sentative of the sugar industry and his
interest in it made him, Sir Philip Gold-
finch stated, as capable as anyone else of
dealing with all phases of it.

I propose quoting from a letter of a more
recent date in regard to this matter. I

. have stressed the fact that the Queensland

Cane Growers’ Council have no desire to
dictate to the Commonwealth Government
any more than the Mackay Cane Growers
Executlve but as the interests of Queensland
are pre-eminent they consider that bodics
representative of the producers should have
sonie voice in naming the delegate to the
irternational conference. Mr. A. R. Towns-
end has been mentioned, and the Mackay
Cane Growers’ Executive has no objection
to his accompanying the Treasurer as the
official adviser or Commonwealth represen-
tative. We are not fussy on that point!
Wo realize that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, like the State Government, have a
right te select t}wu own 1cpleienfatne but
we sav that as the conference is of such far-
reaching importance the case for the indusiry

in this State should be put by someone
directly interested in this State and the
future welfare of the industrv. The cane-

growers. through their organisation, have
indicated that in their opinion no person
is better qualified to represent their interests
cfficently than the Treasurer. The Queens-
Jand Care (Growers’ Council, following on
its letter of 25th December last, wrote to the
chairman of the Sugar Roard on the 28th
of October, as follows:—

“ Re INTERNATIONAL STGAR CONFERENCE.
“Dear Sir,—

“ Further to our letter of
Septemher, we desire to bring
vour notice the following:—

“Recently the Mackay District Ca
Growers’ Executive wired the Hono
able the Premier dealing with represon-
tation at this conference, and pointed
out the desirability of the Premier him-
self attending such conference as Lhe

of the 25th
under

ne
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Queensland  representative if at all
possible. The Premier in acknowledging

this request set out he would discuss the
matter with the Prime Minister during
his forthcoming visit to Melbourne.

“ We have since been requested by the
Mackay District Executive to take this
matter up with the Prime Minister, with
a view to supporting Mr. Smith going
as the Commonwealth representative and
the suggestion that Mr. Townsend also
accompany Mr. Smith.

“The consensus of opinion of our
«xecutive members is definitely that it
would be of considerable advantage to
our industry if Mr. Smith could be in
London at the time of the conference,
preferably, of course, as a direct repre-
sentative. but if not there is little doubt
that in his position as Premier of this
State, he would be able to watch our
interests very carefully and be in close
touch with any proceedings.

“The views of our council members
have been placed before the chairman
of this association, Mr, George Johnson,
and he now instructs me to request you
to place the views of the council before
Mr. Smith.

“This will enable Mr. Smith, when
discussing the matter with the Prime
Minister, to point out that the industry
is very desirous of him taking part in
the conference, as so much is at stake
s> far as this State and our industry is
concerned.

“It is thought you will agree. taking
everything into consideration, that this
is a far more preferable way of dealing
with the suggestion than a direct
approach to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment at this juncture.

“ Yours faithfully,
“R. Muis,
¢ Asst, Secretary.”

The hon, member for Isis should be satis-
fied—and I am sorry he is not present—that
the request for representation at the Inter-
national Sugar Conference overseas has come
from the industry itself. .

For some reason or other hon. members
opposite showed a desire to discuss the sugar
question. That was shown during the recent
industrial trouble in the sugar industry in
the North. Legislation dealing with it is
before the Federal Parliament at the present
time, and as a sugar grower and one repre-
senting a sugar distriet I think it is desirable
that as little as possible should be said
about the industry at this stage.

The extension of the embargo has been
referred to by the hon. member for Isis, and
the extension of the preference that was
obtained at Ottawa. The hon. member is a
sugar grower and as one who is actively
associated with the canegrowers’ associations
has every facility for obtaining information
on questions relating to the industry, yet
the hon. member made a statement that the
Ottawa Conference was responsible for the
extension of that preference. That may be
partly true, but it is important that I should
mention the matter, because there seems to
be @ desire on the part of a section in this
State that the industry should be repre.
sented at the International Sugar Conference
by a departmental officer. I do not wish
to- underrate Mr. Townsend’s ability—I have
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the highest regard for that gentleman—but
at the same time I believe the question is
too important for representation by a depart-
mental official. Hon. members know what
happened at Ottawa, where Mr. Pike repre-
sented the sugar interests and was not able
to get inside the door, with the result that
the sugar preference question as it affected
Queensland was not discussed at all. The
South African delegate to Ottawa, having a
status that enabled him to attend that con-
ference, was able to get an extension of
the preference for one year. As a result
the Premier of Queensland and the Prime
Minijster of Australia, Mr. Lyons, sent a
joint cable to the Prime Minister of England
asking for the same extension of preference,
Whether the hon. member for Isis wished
to mislead the House and the canegrowers
I do not know, but his statement was
certainly liable to do so.

The hon. member also referred to certain
forms of control that are now exercised in
that industry, making it appear that the
Government led by the hon. member for
Aubigny had concurred in the growers’
decision in the matter. That is not so. 1
think I can claim to know what I am talking
about in this respect, because I have had a
considerable association with the canegrowers
interests,

If the hon. member for Isis and the
Leader of the Opposition read the verbatim
report of the 1929 conference of the Queens-
land Canegrowers’ Association they will
learn that that body, and also the Austra-
lian Sugar Producers’ Association, passed
resolutions specifically excluding 1929 from
the operations of the proposed peak year
scheme. If they care also to read the
verbatim report of the conference of the
Queensland Canegrowers’ Council in 1930
they will find the same resolution, with a
slight alteration, was agreed to I have not
the verbatim report for 1928, but I havg
that for the 1930 conference, and for the
benefit of the Leader of the Opposition I
desire to quote the remarks of the chairman,
Mr. Johnson, He said—

“1 will get the secretary to read the
minutes that were passed at that June
conference.”

When he refers to the June conference he
means the conference of sugar interests, as
opposed to that of the sugar growers—a
point that is vital to remember. The con-
ferences of both associations of growers were
held in March. The conference I now refer
to was held in June, shortly after the elec-
tion of the Moore Government., It was this
fact that prompted me to make these
remarks, and also those I made concerning
this matter in the debate on the Address in
Reply. The Moore Government introduced
this scheme after it had been turned down,
as it were, by the Secretary for Agriculture
in the previous Government, the present
Treasurer. Further, the matter had not
been investigated to ascertain the likely
effects in certain areas then more or less
in the initial stages of development. Pro-
ceeding, the chairman said—

“1 will now read the motion so we
will be sure everything is in order.”
That is, the motion that was agreed to
at the conference of sugar interests, which

reads—
“That the highest output of sugar
of each mill in Queensland in any one

My. Walsh.]



1232 Supply.

vear since 1815 be taken as the limit
of any future yecar production for that
particular mill. All sugar produced by
any mill beyond this linit or any sugar
manufactured from cane grown on
unassigned lands shall be deemed to be
extra surplus, and shall be placed in a
separate export pool, and the price
payable being the netted price realised
for all sugar exported, provided that
in the cases of mills which have not
reached a peak year equivalent to twenty
weeks’ crushing at the average weckly
rate attained in the 1929 season, such
peak year shall be deemed to be a
tonnage based upon twenty weeks’ crush-
ing at that average rate, the canec so
determined to be converted into terms
of sugar.

“ The reassignments of all lands by
the Ceniral Cane TPrices Board shall
be finalised and simultaneously gazotted
at the close of the coming crushing
season.

“The Sugar Board shall be deemed
the anthority to fix the neak vears of
all mills in accordance with these resolu-
tions,

“ That the Governinent be asked by
this conference to make an announce-
ment at an early date that it will in
1930, when acquiring the sugar for that
scason, Insert in the proclamation
clauses which will give effect to the
resolutions passed by this conference in
connection with the peak year scheme.”

T desire to point out that the inclusion of
1929 in these quotas has been responsible
for adding approximately 25000 to 30.000
tons of sugar to what is known as the ©“ No.
1 Pool.” The greater portion of that has
gone to thirteen mills in the far northern
areas. It has had the ecffect of reducing
the price of cane in the Droserpine and
Mackay district. areas in which so much
settlement has taken place in recent years
owing to the development of lands along the
North Coast railway line. The inclusion of
the 1929 production in these quotas has had a
very serious effect on the electorate I repre-
gent. and also that represented by the hon.
member for Isis, although I do not think
the canegrowers generally have been made
aware that it has been responsibie for
reducing the prices in those areas,

At a later opportunity I intend to go
move fullv ints this matter of the peak year
scheme, because I am of opinion that the
matter should not be allowed to rest. The
Leader of the Opposition may raise the
point that this Government have nof altered
the nosition, but the fact remains that the

Tamation giving full legal protection to
g quotas  was issued bv the Moore
Government in 1930. It is verv diflicult for
the Governments that follow to alter such
a state of affairs for these people—the sugar
interests, to use a convenient term. have
been given the legal right to include that
sugar in the No. 1 Pool.

Tt is very difficult to review the position
until after a definite export programme has
been decided wupon, but I hope that the
Government will review the position in the
light of circumstances as they exist to-day,
once the policy decided upon by the Inter-
national Sugar Conference is made known.

I am pleased that the Treasurer has
accepted the invitation to represent the
industry at that conference, and I feel con-
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fident that whatever part he plays in the
deliberations of that conference, Queensland
interests will be adequately safeguarded.
Although the Commonwecalth Government
are the deciding factor so far as the quota
is concerned, it must be evident to anyone
who has studied the sugar industry that the
machinery necessary for carrying out such
agreements is largely Queenland’s. For that
reason it is all the more desirable that
someone in a high official position should
represent this State.

Mr. McLEAN (Bundabcrg) [3.51 p..]:
The hon. member for Mirani has stated
clearly the position with regard to the
sugar industry in Queensland. The hon,
member’s remarks concerning the effect of
the Sugar Agreement upon farmers in his
electorate apply with equal force to the
district I represent, one of the oldest sugar-
growing centres in the State. The hon.
member has outlined the difficulties suffered
by canegrowers with regard to Nos. 1 and
2 pools as a result of action taken by the
Moore (Government in 1830. So <er101‘151}
has it affected the canegrowers in my elec-
torate that many of them are in a very
parlous position. They have been able to
harvest only 60 per cent. of their cane anid
are finding it difficult to make ends meet. I
hope that there will be a review of the
whole position in the near future so that
justice will be meted out to those cane-
growers who are suffering from disabilities.

It is a glowing fribute to the Treasurer
of this State that he should be selected by
the Australian Sugar Producers’ Association
and Queensland Canegrowers’ Council as
their ambassador at the forthcoming Intaor-
national Sugar Conference. There 18 no
man with a more intimate knowledge of the
difficulties besesting tne sugar industry than
the Treasurer.

Mr. Maner: You are giving him an extra
strips.

Mr. McLEAN: The stripe has already
been given to him by the sugar-growers,
irrespective of political opinions. It is pleas-
ing to note that the political opinions of their
members did not prevent them from select-
ing the man they considered to be the most
capable to represent their interests overseas.

The Bundaberg refinery is equipped with
the most up-to-date machinery, but it is
unfortunate that it can operate for only a
short period of the year becanse a con-
siderable quantity of raw sugar is sent for
refining to other States. The farmers and
the workers engaged in the industry arz
suffering considerable disabilities on this
account and I urge the Government to give
sorious consideration to the matter. 'The
sugar can be refined just as efficiently at
Bundaberg as at any other refinery in the
Commonwealth, and I suggest that the Sugar
Board allocate a greater quantity of raw
sugar to the Bundaberg refinery so that it
may operate for a longer period than ab
present—say, un to nine months.

1 join with the hon. member for Mirani
in expressing the hope that the unfortunate
agreement that was entered into in 1930 by
the Moore Government and imposed so manx
disabilities on the industry will be reviewed
at an early date.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan
Smith. Mackay) [3.57 p.m.]: The matter
that has been raised by the hon. members
for Mirani and Bundaberg is of consider-
able importance to Queensland. Early next
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year a conference will be called by Great
Britain to consider the distribution of sugar
throughout the world. It is not an Empire
conference: it is a world conference. The
Chadbourne Agreement has come to an end,
but the parties to it observe its provisions
nevertheless, Since the war the cultivation
of sugar-cane and sugar beet has extended
very considerably. Sugar has played a verx
important part in the economic life of all
sugar-producing nations and great attention
has been given to bounties and similar con-
cessions tending to increased production.

The Chadbourne Agreement represenced an
arrangement between the various sugar-pro-
ducing countries of the world to ration the
market and to provide for o-derly control,
but since it was entered upon, production
has materially increased, owing to some
extent to a policy of economic nationalism
that has prevailed throughout Europe, includ-
ing Great Britain. At one time Great
Britain was not a sugar-producing country,
but since the Government there offered a
bounty to encourage the growth of sugar
bect, it has become a sugar-producing
country. The cost to the British exchequer
on this account has been very considerable,
but that is a matter for the British Govern-
ment. If the people of any country decide
to become self-sufficient in these matters, it is
entirely a matter for them and their Govern-
ment, Stated shortly, the position is that
more sugar is produced in the world to-day
than ever before in its history, and that the
value per ton is less than ever before in the
micmory of any hon. member in this House.
The people who were responsible for the
Chadbourne Agreement and the British
Government—acting on their own initiative
—have come to the conclusion that the
present situation cannot be allowed to con-
tinue indefinitely and the British Govern-
ment have therefore convened a conference
for the purposc of considering the matter.

At 4 pom.,

The CratrMAN oF CoMyITTEES (Mr. Hanson,
Furanda) relieved Mr. Speaker in the chair.

Empire countries producing sugar will bs
entitled to representation at that confer-
ence, at which an endecavour will be made
to arrive at an agreement whereby markets
will not be glutted and effective orderlv
control applied. Briefly stated, those will
be the principles governing the convention,
but it remains, of course, to be seen whether
those objectives can be achicved.

Queensland has never been a party to the
Chadbourne Agreement, but for some years
past has been a sugar exporting country.
It is because of that fact that we are
vita!ly interested. Of the sugar produced
in this State, 60 per cent. is consumed in
Australia; the remaining 40 per cent. is
sold abroad, our chicf customers being Great

Britain and Canada. There has been a
revenue duty, as long as I can remember,
in the British Isles. TUnder the Finance

Act passed by the British Parliament, there
is a rebate to the Dominions on that
duty equivalent to 3s. 9d. a cwt. That
means that the sugar producer in Queens-
land gets an advantage in the tariff to
the extent of 3s. 9d. a cwt. That, of
course, is of material help, and we appre-
ciate it very much; obviously, we could
not continue to -export sugar if any
reduction in the rebate or duty took place.
We send about 80,000 tons of sugar to
Canada, which, apart altogether from the
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Ottawa Agreement, has a special trade
treaty with Australia, in terms of which

we have a tariff advantage in that Dominion.

The real interest of Queensland in this
conference is first of all to secure, if possible,
a long term agreement based on the existing
agreement with the British Government. that
is to say, that the existing rebate on Dominion
sugar shall be continued. The rebate on
sugar imported from Crown Colonies is £1
a ton in excess of that granted to Dominion
sugar. The justification for that discrimina-
tion is that Britain is more directly con-
cerned with the domestic policy of her
Crown Colonies than that of her Dominions.
The Dominions are regarded as being able
to look after themsclves. The sugar from
Crown Colonies on which the special rebate
is accorded is a fixed tomnage; that is fo
say, Crown Colonies receive the rebate I
have mentioned on the sugar duty for a
given quantity of sugar. Thercfore, from
a Dominion point of view we are interested
with the Crown Colonies, first of ali mn
the maintenance of existing duties; but we
are further interested in the retention of
our existing markets. It is eminently desir-
ablo that we should be able to continue to
export sugar to Great Britain to the extent
that we are now doing. This also brings
under review what is known as the peak
year scheme.

The peak year scheme was initiated By
the industry itself. The Leader of the
Opposition will remember that both sections
of the industry recommended that he give
effect to that scheme. It has worked fairly
well up to the present, and iz a rough and
ready approximation to justice. Yo scheme
has vet been devised that will give com-
plete satizsfaction to all interests concerned,
and the peak year scheme, as it iz now
known, is the best that has yet been devised
to cope with the situation.

The scheme is embodied within the agrec-
ment between the Prime Minister of Aus-
tralia and the Premier of Queensland, so
that some such policy must be continued.
Its justification is obviously this: that thes
must be & point at which it ceases to he
profitable to produce sugar for export. What
point that is has never been scientifically
determined—nor is it likely to be, because the
amount available for export depends so
largely on scasons and climatic conditions
generally.  There obviously must be a
fixed point at which it ceases to be profitable
to export sugar; it must bear some relation
to the amount sold and consumed within
Australia.

When I was in England about eightenn
months ago I discussed this very matter with
Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister and the Earl of
Plymouth.  Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister at that
time was Secretary of State for the Colonies
and the Earl of Plymouth was his Parlia-
mentary Under Secretaryv. The Earl has
made a special study of the sugar industrs,
not only as to its Empire ramifications, but
also in other countries; and he presided over
a conference some three years ago, having
for its object the extension of what is known
as the Chadbourne plan. I explained to thosze
representatives of the British Government
what we had done to control our own
domestic supply, and to regulate production in
Australia. I pointed out that under the Sugar
Cultivation Act we had a definite regulation
of the area or areas of land that might be

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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put under cultivation, and under the peak
vear scheme, by proclamations under the
Bugar Acqummon act, we had control of the
total volume, and that in any discussion of
the quotas that might be adopted at a fuiure
date by the British Government we claimed
—Dbecause of that early control—that we were
entitted to a quota on the basis of il
averages we had been sending up to the time
that control was effected. The Secretary of
State for the Colonies agreed with that
argument after some discussion. That of
course in no way binds them in any matter
of future policy. I merely mentioned it in
discussicn, basing it of course on egquity.

Tt iz obvious that a problem of such a
nature presents many difficulties  to  all
Governments that may be involved. Love
and affection does not enter to a very large
extens into these conferences. Qbviously the
representatives of the various interests will
fight for their own hand—they will fight for
a policy that will suit them as individuals—
and no one can foresce the final result.
IIO\\Q\PI 1t is devoutly to be hoped that
such a conference will arTive at decisions that
will be equitable to the parties concerned
and will further stabilise the Queensland
sugar industry. It is obvious that at such
a conference Queensland’s interests should
be adequately represented. Under the Con-
stitution of Australia the Commonwcalth
Government have the power to control trade
and commerce bevond the Dominion; in other
words, any trade treaty or trade agreement
is between the Commonwealth Government
and the other Government or Governments
concerned. 1 put that statement very clearly,
because of statements that have appeared
in the Press o the effcct that we In Queens-
land were putting forward a proposal that
I should vrepresent the Commonwealth
Government at this conference. No such
proposal has ever been seriously made. The
Comunonwealth Government are entitled to,
and no doubt will, appoint their own repre-
sentative. When a Government appoints a
representative that representative must be
subject to 1ts control.

Therefore, a member of a Government
other than the one so represented coula
not be appointed as its representative, but
the proposal is that Queensland should have
a representative who could act in conjunction
with the Commonwealth representative. In
other words, a position should not arise
similar to that which occurred at Ottawa,
where the South African Union had its
representatives actually at the conference
and we did not. At Ottawa representatives
of the industry itself in South Africa were
given the right to speak on its behalf when
important matters were being decided. The
Queensland Government have alw ays pursued
a policy of co-operation with the Common-
wealth Government in these economic
matters.

I should like to point out that much

mischief often results from the wuse of
economic negotiation in party pohtlcal
interests. Irrespective of party 1t is

Government’s duty to help any 1ndust1y
under its control. And we have always been
willing to co-operate with the Common-

wealth Government for the economic stabi-
lisation of any industry in Australia in
general and in Queensland in particular.
Lvidence of that assertion is to be found
in the Dairy Stabilisation Agreement and
the Wheat Agreement in respect of which
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legislation will ke consummated in a few
days, also by the Sugar Agreement to which
the Commonwealth Prime Minister, rvepre-
senting Australia, and the Queensland Pre-
mier, representing this State, are the two
parites. 1 appresciate very fully the intevest
that the Commonwealth Government have
displayed 1in the renewal of the sugar
embargo for five years. The Commonwealth
Government are with Quecnsland the parties
to that contract, and I understand a Bill
providing for its ratification will be passed
through the Parliament of the Common-
wealth at an early date.

Now, a five-year stabilisation is good for
the industry and also for the people of
Australia. There are enemics of the sugar

industry who unfairly attack the Common-
wealth Government for having entered into
this agreement. Such people are either
undcquamted with the facts or are
deliberately evading them for reasons best
known to themselves. Costs of production
are increasing. Costs of materials of all
kind are increasing in Australia and conse-
quently such increases apply equally to the
sugar miller and grower as to any other
section of the community. Who can say
what the price levels in Australia will be
five years hence? It will be scen that the
conditions of the agreement are not by any
means one-sided. The agreement 1s of
advantage both to the consumer and to the
producer for the period for which it is
made. It gives the producer stabilisa-
tion. He can control his crops according
to the returns he is able to get. It also
gives the consumer stabilisation. He knows
his price for a period of five years. The
proposal is sound from the point of view of
equitable Australian policy.

At the interview I had with the Prime
Minister I discussed the matter of represen-
tation in London, and he agreed that
Queensland’s case should be adeguately put.
TFirst of all T wrote him a letter setting out
the position. The Prime Minister is fully
seized of the necessity that Australia’s case
and Queensland’s case should be adequately
represented at the conference in London. I
have had the opportunity of mesting the
representatives of the industry in the West
Indies, Java., and elsewhere, and therefore
realise the necessity of Australia to have as
strong a delegation in London as can be
fielded for the occasion. Those people will
see to it that their industry is plopmh
represented, and it is up to Queensland and
Australia to be adequately represented too.

I do not wish to say anything further on
the matter at this juncture, other than to
indicate to the industry and the people of
this State that the Queensland Government
and the Commonwealth Government are
fully seized of the importance of this industry.
Both Governments are thoroughly in touch
with everything that is taking place, and
are in accord as to the necessity for ade-
quate representation in London.

Resolution 29 (The Treasurer—Chief Office)
agreed to.

Resclutions 29 and 30 agreed to.

Resolution 31— Harbours and Marine >—

Mr. POWER (Baroona) [4.19 p.m.]: Dur-
ing the debate on the Estimates dealing

with the Harbours and Marine department
a statement was made by an hon. member
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opposite that only three prosecutions for stak-
ing fishing nets had taken place during the
past twelve months. T have been informed by
the Treasurer that forty-four prosesutions
were instituted during that period—which
shows that hon. members opposite are abso-
{utely irresponsible and their wtatements are
made without ascertaining the true position,
The amount expended on salaries for six
inspectors in that department was £1,476.
In addirion, the police force are empowered
to take the names of offenders and the
department then takes action to proseccute.
Considerable damage is done bv staking
nets. bocause fish that are too small to go
to market, or are unsuitable for human cen-
sumption. are wantonly destroved. The
officers of this department alio dao very
valuable work by attending the fish markets
and measuring the fish, to be sure that the
standards are observed. They also prevent
the sale of female crabs. If action was not
taken to prevent the destruction of femaleo
crabs and immature fish, our already seriously
depleted waters would become fished out.  We
know that the staking of nets has resulted in
the taking of smaller quantties of fish from
waters that previously contained an abun-
dant supnly, and I am pleased to know that
the officers of the department are doing their
swork effectively. It could be reasonably
argued that if only three prosccutions had
‘Lakon place duuvg the year the officers
wors «. The inspectors receive help from
Bhic pon(e foree, but a policeman cannot be
cxpected to spend the whole of his time
running up and down the beaches to pre-
vent the :taking of nets. The infermation
that there were forty-four prosecutions dur-
ing the past twelve months gives the lie
direct to the statement made by an hon,
member of the Opposition that only thres
prozecutions were instituted, and proves that
the department takes a  seri view of
any such breach of the regularvions.

Resolution 31 (Harbours and Marine)
agreed to.

Resolution 32—
to.

Marine Board * - ayreed

Resolution 23— Bureaw of Indusiry’—

Mr. KING (Marce) 424 pan]: 1 think
every hon. member appreciates the mport-
ance of the Bureau of Industry and welcomes
a full and frank discussion on its activities.
Tt was created by the Burcau of Industry
Act of 1932, and although it has been 1in
existence for only a very few years, it has
achieved very remarkable results. It was
empowered to report on—

{(a) Reproductive works that will provide
emplovment and increase the wealth

production of the State;
{p) The organisation, capitalisation, and
labeur  conditions of  particular

industries;

(¢) The trade of Queensland, both over-

seas and interstate:

Stock of commodities, both primary

and manufactured;

(r) Monetary conditions and both whole-
sale and retail prices;

{/) Employment and unemployment
generally, and in particular indus-
tries and localities;

{y) The relations between employers and
employees; and

(k) Any other
questions

{d

,
matter, including any
of unfair competition, or
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of sweating, or of monopolies detri-
mental to the public or fo any
section  thereof which the Minister

or the bureau may consider to be in
the public interests; and to further
the objects of this Act.
1u addition to the above powers the
may be entrusted with  the
inquiries :—

lnrean
following

{a) To review the statistics of employ-
went and unemployment throughout
the State;

To inquire into the causes and extent
of anemployment within the State or
any part thereof;

(&

To inquire into and consider the
most effective measures to be taken
for temporarily or permanently
reducing or eliminating unomploy
ment with'n the State or any part
thereof ;

(¢

(d) To investigate and consider proposals
for the produr’ﬂvo development of the
lands of the State.

It is aiso empowcred to hold an
into—

(2} The income and  productivity of
Queensland  year by year, and the
estimated production of any year.

Mr. MAXWELL : What are you quoting?

Mr. XKING: The hon. member for
Toowong is afraid that 1 may displace him
as the quotation champion in this Chamber,
but I have no desire to do that. He will long
remain the proud holder of that great dis-
tinction. I have quoted some of the pow ms
that may be exercised by the bureau in ord
to lay the foundation for ths remarks tlmt
I am about to make. I repeat that the
bureau has becn in existence for only a short
period, but it has been of inestimable value
to Queensland in that it has been responsible
for launching many gigantic schemes. It has
the power to investigate and to recomntend.
It will be readily admitted that no scheme
should be launched before a proper investi-
gation Is made, and in this connection the
bureau has the undoubted advantage of being
able to make the fullest possible inquiry
before a scheme is undertaken and public
money is expended, Tt also has the power
to recommend. If hon. members opposite
were willing to submit various factors for
the consideration of the burcau in dealing
with certain projects, they would be con-
sidered with all the other factors and a
recommendation made to the Government.
The burean also has power to initiate schemes
that it considers will be of advantage to the
people. It is less likely to blunder into
gigantic schemes than any other corporate
body because of the fact that it is constituted
by fifteen members drawn from various occu-
pations.

tnquiry

I am pleased that hon. members opposite
are taking a keen interest in this debate,
because a great advantage is to be derived
from the bureau. We all recognise that
its work 1s both continuous and definite,
and we can rely on its personnel playing
their part in helpmg Queensland through
her difficulties. “ The Bureau of Economics
and Statistics Act of 19307 was repealed
when the Bureau of Industry Act was enacted,
but the Bureau of Economics and Statistics
had the saving grace that it had collected
in its archives certain data that can now

Mr. King.]
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be used for the material betterment of

Queensland.

Mr. Goprrey Morgan: I move—

“That the question be now put.”
(Laughter).
Mr. KING: If the hon. member had

moved the motion of his own volition 1
would have voted for it. I was about to
refer to the powers of the Bureau of
Industry when I was rudely interrupted by
the hon. member for Dalby. The bureau
possesses the powers of a royal commission.
It can enter any industry and exercise the
powers conferred on it under the Official
Inquiries Evidence Acts to collate informa-
tion and arrive at a reasonable and just
decision.  Queensland is a large country,
and has great tracts awaiting .development.
Nobody outside the bureau has gathered
more information concerning our industries.
It also possecsses machinery that can be
promptly and effectively operated to deal
with such questions as the development of
our idle lands. It can be utilised in a dozen
and one ways. Its constitution is broad
and its representation is an epitome of our
whole life, including the commercial, trade
unions, and industrial interests. It is a very
efficient organisation,

It has been responsible for examining the
proposal to construct a bridge at Kangaroo
Point; and no hon. member can reasonably
suggest that bridge is not justified. An
immense undertaking of that nature will
employ approximately 600 men for a period
of five or six years, and the bridge will be
a great asset to the State. The Government
recognise and hon. members opposite also
recognise that the problem of unemployment
has to be faced. Any profitable work that
will helr to liquidate unemployment should
be undertaken. I invite hon. members oppo-
site fo state any reason why the bridge
should not be constructed” and why the
people should not have a transport facility
in that area.

Can any hon. member opposite reasonably
argue that the Stanley River scheme is not
for the benefit of Queensland? In addition
to providing work for a large number of
people it will minimise flood risks and open
up a large area of country.

The various activities of the bureau
demonstrafe clearly that it lias entirely justi-
fied its existence.

Mr. GLEDSON (/pswich) [4.40 p.m.}: The
hcm‘ niember for Maree has raised a very
jmportant matter in connection with the
Bureau of Industry, the activities of which
extend all over Queensland and affect the
workers throughout the State. The hon.
member for Maree explained its constitution
and traced its activities. I propose to refer
to some of the work it has done during the
past year in helping industries. The follow-
ing is the text of its report in connection
with the assistance rendered to the Mount
Isa Mines :—

*“ The guarantee for a loan of £500,000
sterling has been operative during the
vear. The conditions have been met
and the necessary information has been
supplied. The whole of the amount may
nos be required, and it is gratifying to
be able to roport that since the improve-
ment in the prices of lead and silver this
vear, the mine is no longer working at
a loss on actual disbursements, Mine
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development for sulphide ores has pro-
ceeded according to plan, and the zinc
concentrates plant is being assembled.
The first shipment of concentrates is
expected shortly. For some months after
the guarantee was provided the prices
of metals were below the level at which
the company agreed to continue opera-
tions, but there is now a good prospect
that the loan should be repaid within
the time specified.”

The House witnessed the spectacle a few
minutes ago of the hon. member for Dalby
attempting io gag the hon. member for
Maree when he was dealing with this bureau,
an organisation that is endeavouring to find
work for the unemployed throughout Queens-
land. Hon. members opposite on a previous
occasion opposed any help being granted to
the Mount Isa Company Limited on the
grounds that the Government had no right
to provide such help or to give a guarantee,
even though it would enable the company to
keep men in employment. The report shows
that the guarantee has not cost the Govern-
ment anything, but on the other hand, since
it has enabled the tompany to provide
work for thousands of men, has saved the
Government a large sum in relief work., This
opportunity should not be lost of pointing
out that the burcau has justified itself and
how necessary it is that we should vote funds
for it to carry on its work.

The next item dealt with in the report is
the Hornibrook Highway, in respect of
which the report states—

“The guarantee for £100,000 on the
security of the highway became operative
in May, 1935, and the highway was
opencd for traffic on 4th October. The
average number of employees engaged
on construction in 1934-35 was 216, In
addition, a large number of men were
engaged upon timber supplies.”’

Without costing the Government a penny the
guarantee enabled 216 men to be kept in
employment.

In connection with the Morris Woollen
Mills at Redbank the report states—

“The maximum guarantee to this
company has been extended from £8,000
to $£12,000, but only £10,500 has actually
been made available. There is room for
this company in addition to those
formerly established, because of the large
imports of woollen goods from other
States. The employment given varies
from twenty to fifty persons.”

These are some of the matters investigated
by the Bureau of Industry in order to ascer-
tain how the Government can best assist
industries that, in addition to providing for
our own needs, will provide employment for
Queensland men and women, boys and girls.
The bureau has also been of assistance to
the Queensland Cardboard Company. It
reports—

“ Since its re-establishment last year
this company has been more successful,
and an additional machine has been
installed to produce a lined board for
cartons. The guarantee, which was
reduced from £4,000 to £3,000, remains at
that figure. From twenty-four to thirty-
seven persons are employed, according to
the number of shifts worked.”

Merely bv giving a guarantee and without
any expenditure these industries have been
assisted and have thus been able to carry on
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their work and give employment. A loan to
Shand’s  Gulf Meatworks Company was
guaranteed up to the comparatively small
surn of £7,500 to enable it to treat cattle in
the Gulf of Carpentaria. These meatworks:
have been of great assistance to many of
the smaller cattle-growers in that country
who, thanks to the Bureau of Industry, are
now able to get their caitle treated locally.
Previously the Townsville meatworks were
the nearvest, and this necessitated droving the
catile some 200 or 300 miles to the rail at
Richmond or Julia Creck.

Three potteries have been assisted by
the Bureau of Industry, and various other
industries have received aid. Rustproofing
Pty. Ltd., the Shark Fisheries Coy., the
Everlite Trading Co., Australian Fish, Meal,
0il and Hide Co. Ltd.,, and Marine
Products Pty. Ltd. have ail been helped.
We sometimes forget that such industries
are being conducted. We know nothing
about them until we get the report of the
Bureau of Industry and see what fine work
it is doing. By pursuing this policy, the
bureau has been able to place hundreds of
men and women in permanent employment.
On reading the summary of the report
find that as a result of help from the
bureau, 1,250 men were employed last year
by Mount Isa Mines Ltd., 216 on the Horni-
brock Highway, whilst the other industries
that were assisted employed an average of
150 men; so that a total of 1,616 men have
been helped to permanent employment by
the Bureau of Industry.

At 4.50 p.m.,

My, SPEAKER resumed the chair.

Mr. GLEDSON Several industries have
been helped by the bureau without in any
way committing the Government to any
expenditure. By standing behind them, the
bureau has been able to find employment for
hundreds of men throughout Queensland
during the past twelve months,

In conclusion, I desire again to express
appreciation of the wonderful work that is
being done by the bureau in the interests
of the unemployed.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [4.51 p.m.]:
I am very glad to hear the hon. member
praising the work performed by the Bureau
of Industry, but I find it necessary to con-
tradict him when he gives full credit for
the benefits brought about by this bureau
to the present Government. I remind him
that the system of advancing money to those
industries, such as the Cardboard Co., of
Quecusland, Morris Woollen Mills Pty. Ltd.,
Hornibrook Highway, and many others was
introduced by the Moore Government. The
hon. member is not justified in giving full
credit to his Government for a system that
was inaugurated by the Moore Govern-
ment.

. Resolution 33 (Bureau of Industry) agreed
0.
. Rezolutions 34 to 63, both inclusive, agreed
0.

Resolution 64— Home Sceretary's De part-

ment—Hcealth "—

(Yormanby) [4.54 p.m]: I
 formal ” to this resolution
object of suggesting that move
worl should be carried out in
anelysing the patent foodstuffs that are
offered for sale. Considerable sums of money
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are expended In advertising these articles
and drawing attention to their alleged
vitamin and protein contents, and in stress-
ing their value in maintaining health par-
ticalarly in small children. The average
tousewife has to take for granted manz of
the claims made by their manufacturers.

I know that theose patent foods have to
comply with the Heaith Act, but there is
no provision for a systematic analysis by
the Department of Public Health with the
objeet of publishing the vitamin and protein
conient, so that the average housewife may
l:2 in a position to judge whether she is
cetting an article that has the food value
that is claimed for it. During recent years
precautions have bheen taken by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to cnable the man on
the land to purchase an cfficient ¢iock food
for the proper maintenance of the health
of his stock and to cnsure that it complies
with the formula <ot out by the manu-
facturer. I think the same precaution should
be taken in connection with food supplied
for consumption by human beings. I have
tried to ascertain the food value of some
of the patent foods on the market, but
T have not been able to obtain this informa-
tion from any Government depariment. I
have raised this matter in the hope that
the Home Sccretary mayv be able to allow
his lzboratory staff to analyse them with a
view to making their food value known.

At 5 pm.,

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the
provisions of Standing Order No. 307 and the
Sessional Order of 28th August last, I shall
now proceed to put the resclutions under
discussion and the resolutions not already
agreed to by the House.

Resolution 64 (Home Secretary’s Depart-
ment—Health) agreed to.

Resolutions 65 to 74, both Inclusive. agreed
to.

WAYS AND MEANS.
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Hanson, Buwranda, in the chair.)

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan
Smith, Mackay) [5.2 p.m.]: I move—

““(«) That, towards making good the
Supply granted toc His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1935-1936, a further
sum not exceeding £5,118,160 be granted
out of the Consolidated Revenne Fund
of Queensland exclusive of the moneys
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund
Account.

“(b) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
scervice of the year 1835-1836, a further
sum not exceeding £3,477,356 be granted
from the Trust and Special Funds.

“(e¢) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1935-1936, w further
sum not exceeding £2,000,000 be granted
from the moneys standing to the credit
of the Loan Fund Account.

““(d) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1934-1935, a supple-
mentary sum not exceeding £520,797
12s. 3d. be granted out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund of Queensland
exclusive of the moneys standmg to the
credit of the Loan Fund Account.

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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“(¢) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1934-1955, a supple-
nmentary sum not exceeding  £667,686
51, 10d. be granted from the Trust and
Spectal Funds.

“(f) That, towards making good the
bupplv glanted to His Ma]mty for the
service of the year 1934-1935, a supple-
mentary sum not exceeding £578,001
6s. be granted from the moneys stand-
ing to the credit of the Loan Fund
Account.

“(g) That, towards making good the
Supply grantod to  His ’\/Iajektv on
account, for the service of the year 1936-
1937, a sum not exceeding £1,800,000 be
aranted out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fuud of Queensland exclusive of the
moneys standing to the credit of the
I"mn Fund Account.

* (1} That, towards making good the
Bupply granted to His Majesty, on
account, for the service of the year
1936-1937, a sum not exceeding £1,200,000
be granted from the Trust and Special

Funds.

‘(i) That, towards making good the
Supply glanted to His Majesty, on
account, for the service of the year

1936-1937, a sum not exceeding £750,000
be granted from the moneys standing to
the credit of the Loan Fund Account.”

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) [5.4 p.m.]:
thought the Treasurer, who has just
returned from a meeting of the T.oan Coun-
cil, would have given us some information
on that subject. 1t is rather amusing to recall
the statements made by the Treasurer as to
the meeting -of the Loan Council in I931
about star chamher methods and meetings
behind closed doors, conferences from which
no information was given to the public who
were vitally interested, and so on. At that
time a summary—not a verbatim report—of
the meetings of the Loan Council was issued.
This report disclosed the resolutions that
were discussed and carried, and gave a
summary of the reasons given for or against
them. This was disseminated for the benefit
of Parliaments. In that respect the hon.
gentleman has fallen from grace.

The TrEASURER: We get that a few days
after the Loan Council meeting.

Mr. MOORE: We did not get them.

The Treasurer: No, you never used to
give the information. "As a matter of fact,
your Treasurer refused to let me see the
mmutes of the meeting of the Loan Council.
That is what you refer to. You never made
them available at all, not one of them.

Mr. MOORE: If the Treasurer would
have a little paticnce he would know just
what I am referring to. What he says is
all moonshine; it will not go down here.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The TreasvrerR: You cannot get away
with that either. I never had access to
any information that you received.

Mr. MOORE: I will make my speech in

my own way and you can make your
speech afterwards.
The Treasvrer: I will make it; do not

worry about that.

Mr. MOORE: I am not going to have
any interruption from the Treasurer, whether
he is in charge of the Chamber or not.

[Hon. W. Forgan Smaith,
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What I was about to say was that we used
to get a summary of the report that was
used on every occasion that a debate
occurred.

The TREASURER: You kept it to yourself.

Mr. MOORE: No, it was filed in Fhe
library of this Parliament.

The TrRrssurer: It never was.

Mr. MOORE: The last time I made a
speech  on the matter the Treas
objected because I had gone to the libr
for one of the reports I used.

The TREASURER: You cannot get away
with that kind of stuff. What you refer to
is the report of the Premiers’ Conference
and not the Loan Council,

Mr. MOORE : No, the Loan Council. We¢
always got them.

The Treasteer: You know the old say-
ing that half a lie is the worst form of lie.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MOORE: We did have information
given to us in the form of a summary of
the proceedings, which was distributed and
fited for the henefit of Parliaments. They
were filed—I had several of them.

The Tarastrer : You may have kept them.

Mr. MOORE: They were filed and kopt
here. and anybody had the right to see
them.

The TRFASTRER:
things, too.

Mr. MOORE:
in a nasty temper.
of unpleasant insinuations,
same if I so desired.

The TrREASURER : You withheld the opinion
of eounsel, Mr. Hart.

Mr. MOORE : I did not handle the matter.

The TREASURER: Your Attorney-General
did.

Mr. MOORE: It went to the departmen
where it was used. The suggestion that I
tried to withhold things is ridiculous.

The Treasvrzr: I had $o demand iis
return to the Chief Secretary’s Departinent.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member is
anxious to divert the people’s attention
from a ILoan Council mgeting, i

You tried to keep other

The Treasurer secems to be
He has made all sorts
I could de the

where alf
sorts of things were discussed and decisions
were arrived at, but about which no informa-
tion is being given to the people, although
absurd statements are made in the Southern
Press about what did occur. If T cared t
go through the papers in the Chief Secre-
tary’s office in order to see what happened
vears before—muckraking—trying to discover
something—probably I should discover thai
papers had been taken from the files. Surely
the position of a Premier is big enoush
not to bother with that sort of thing.

The TREASURER: You even introducad i
special regulatlon m order to have a laok
at private members’ Incomes.

Mr. MOORE \\e are interested in the
financial position.

The TrEasurER: You went through Under-
Secretary’s private income tax papers,

Mr. MOORE: We are intercsted in the
financial position, The Treasurer has been
down to a Loan Council meeting that was
going to ask for a certain loan, but the
figure has been reduced. 1t is no use the
Treasurer looking round at hen., membeors
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beh‘nd him for applause, and thinking he
has done something wonderful in not giving
the information.

The Treasvrer: I will give information
when I deem it proper to do so.

Mr. MOORE: The people are anxious
to know the position, because it is of great
importance to Quomhla‘ld When the Trea-
surer went down a loan of £10,000,600 was
to be floated. There were uggvstlona that
there was to be discussion on the question
of issuing further Treasury bills. We have
heard nothing, but we have learned by the
Press that the amount of the loan to he
floated is less than the amount anticipated—
it is to be £7,500,000—and I am anxious
to know, and the people are anxious o
know. what the position is. We are to-day
appropriating moneys as though the original
anmount was going to be. sccured. It may
& Locméd in one or more further loans as
a later date, but after all this Committee
i= being asked te appropriate a sum of
money {rom the Loan Fund Account based
¢ the resolution earvied at the previous
Loan Council meeting bofore there vas any
reduction in the amount of the loan that
was to be raised. It secrs to me that we
are eatitled to know what the pesition is.

The Government arve budgeting this vear
for an inerease of £587.762 in the deficit—
@ decrease of £243.211 in revenue (in spite
of a transfer of £108,000 from TUnemploy-
rwent Relief Tax Fund), and an increase
of £354,550 in cxpenditure. The Government
arr also budgeting for a decrease of £685.700
in loan expenditure (the eclections being
overl, in spite of their repecated assurances
that prosperity, more purchasing power,
better business, cure of unemployment, and

saon. come from a policy of increasing
development and employment on public
works. Let us lock at these figures—

Fixancian ReTurNs voR First Four MoNTHS.

—— 1934-35. 1935-36. | Movement.
A . £ £ £
Consolidated
Revenue —
Receipte .. | 4,347,404 | 4,208,127 |— 49,277
Expenditurce| 4,488,265 | 4,942,142 |+ 453,877
Defleit 140,861 644,015 |+ 503,154
Loan Expendi- 1,413,684 | 1,611,179 |4 247,495
ture

In spite of the fact that we have budgeted
for a decreased loan expenditure for the
financial year of £685,700 the Unemployment
Relief Fund expenditure for the first four
months of this year is £563,217 as compared
with £538,811 for the first four months of
1934-35, or an increase of £24,4006.
Mr. PowiR: More liberal conditions.

Mr. MOORE: It is not the more liberal
conditions, because as is shown by the
“ Feonomic News,”” there has been an increase
in the number of unemployed. The estimated
increase in the expenditure for the full
vear has during four months been exceeded
by £99,327. Taking into consideration that
the unforeseen expenditure for 1934-35
amounted to £1,766,485, one wonders as to
the value of budgeting and making appro-
priations through Parliament. For one year
the amount is more than double that of any
vear of the rrevious ten. This in itself
demonstrates the small control Parliament
has over the expomdtiture.
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Mr. Powgrr: When vou were in govern-
ment you had record deficits.

Mr. MOORE: I am referring to uniore-
seeu expenditure. Probably the hon. mem-
ber does not know the difference.

Mr. Powsr: I do.

Mr. MOORE: If you do, it would be some
evidence of vour knowledge if you kept
silent.

Mr. Power: I am not letting you get away
with that.

Mr. MOORE: I am quoting from the
Auditor-General’s report from which it will
be seen that the unforescen expenditure was—

£
From revenue ... 520,797
Trust Fund 667,686
Loan Fund 578,001

£1,766,485

Unforeseen expenditure is expenditure not
passed by Parliament, This was incurred
during an election year! More than five-
sixths of the estimated increase in the deficit
of this vear has taken place in the first four
months! The loan expenditure from Novem-
ber to June, inclusive, in 193435, was
£3.372,016, while this vear, unless the. esti-
mated amount is exceeded, it will be at mos$
£2.438,821, a decrease of £933,295.

The ILoan Council has not indicated thak
money is plentiful. There is a big demand

Total

for it by industry. In fact, most of the’
trouble has been that Governments have
continually pressed for larger and larger

amounts of loan money, thus forcing up the
rates of interest to industry. That is recog-
nised by every authority as not being for the
benefit of the community or in the best
interests of the establishment or expansion
of industry. There is a limit to the amount
of money available for investment, and when
Governments go on the money market and
take a great portion of the available money
there is so much less for the expansion of
trade and indusiry. In addition, the rates
of intcrest are forced up and this makes the
position more difficult.

According to the * Economic News,” at
the present time over 8,000 pcople are entirely
dependent upon the continued expenditure
of loan money. The position is not being
improved in any way, and it appears to me
that it should be reviewed from the point of
view of the establishment and expansion
of industry and the absorption of labour in
these channels. If more and more people
are to be absorbed by a continuance of
Government  loan  expenditure, greater
demands will have to be made on the loan
market. It would be the aim to avoid that
as far as possible and have the greatest
amount of money available at the lowest
rate of interest for the development of
industry. This would be better for the State
inasmuch as the more industry expands the
greater the revenue that comes to the
Government by way of taxation.

Mr. Forry: What would you have done
had there been no loan programme? There
would not have been any extension of
industry.

Mr, MOORE: I might as well askk: What
would have happened if there had been no
Premiers’ Plan, because we should not have
been able to obtain loan money? There
must come a period in the history of the

Mr. Moore.]

i3
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State when we must stop borrowing to
provide employment. We borrowed during
times of depression, to tide over a difficult
period, but there must come a time when
the Government will have to stimulate
private industry in order that they may get
out of the position of having to continue to
borrow money to find employment.

The TREASURER: As industry improves.
there should be a tapering off of loan
expenditure,

Mr. MOORE: That is so. And before

industry can improve, conditions must be
provided that will enable it to do so. 1t
appears to me that we have reached the
stage where there is a demand for a large
proportion of the money that is available
for investment, for the development of the
country and the expansion of industry, and
that now is the timec when the Government
should curtail their demands for large sums
of the loan money that is available, because
by not doing so they force up the rates
of interest to those people who want to
expand industry.

Mr. Forey: The outside price level 1is
also a big factor that must be considered.

Mr. MOORE: I am not denying that. I
am suggesting that as there is a big demand
for money to develop private industry it
would appear that we have reached the
stage where the Government must curtail the
expenditure of loan money merely for the
purpose of providing employment—money
that is not used for the development of
productive industry.

Let us compare the expenditure on unem-
ployment relief during the first four months
of 19832-33 with that for the same period
in 1835-36.  In the first four months of
1932-3%3 £583,725 was cxpended from loan
money, and for the corresponding period
this year £1,661,179, or an increase of
£1,072,454. The expenditure from the
Unemployment Relief Fund for the same
period in 1932-33 was £475,458, and in the
first four months of 1935-36 £563,217, or an
increase of £87,759. When one sees an
increase in loan expenditure of £1,072,454
for the four months of this year over ‘the
corresponding period in 1932-33, one expects
that there would not be a correspondingly
large increase in the expenditure of money
from the Unemployment Relief Fund. Yet,
that is exactly what is happening, and it
seems to me that we have reached the posi-
tion where we are not getting the number

of people absorbed in industry that we
cught. The Government are adopting all
sorts of methods with a view to giving

employment, but I am not sure that the
country as a whole is getting a fair deal
even from that.

On the last page of the Auditor-General’s
report we find a table of the loans and subsi-
dies to local bodies. The first local body
an that list is the Brisbane Ciuy Council,
which received £97,159 1s. 11d. by way of
loan and £361,661 2s. in subsidies. 'The
total amount of loans to the City Councils
is £187,473 18s. 3d., and by way of subsi-
dtes £440,682 9s. In the towns, comprising
Bowen, Coolangatta, Dalby, Gladstone,
Roma, Southport, and Warwick the total
loans amounted to £46,327 19s. and the sub-
sidies to £47,874. Then the table deals
with shire councils, the bodies that are doing
woxjk in the country, outside of the metro-
politan and town areas. There is quite a

[(Mr. Moore.
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different story to tell there! The loars to
shire councils amounted to £212,561 2s. 9d.,
and the subsidics to only £176,007 8s. 2d.
In the cities and towns the subsidies exceeded
the loans; in the shires the loans were
greater than the subsidies!

The SecreTaRY FOR LaBOUR axD INDUSTRY:
There is a bigger percentage of unemployed
in the cities than there is in the rural
districts. .

Mr. MOORE: I quite understand what
is being done, but I am attacking the
injustice of the method. There are many
places in the country where work is urgently
required to be done, but it is quite impos-
sibie to get it done. When one realisex thst
in the cities relief work is being carried out
in the improvement of school and church
grounds and that this source of labour is
not available in the country, one naturaily
expects that there would be a favourable
balanving effect in favour of the country, in
that it would enjoy a bigger subsidy on
loans. The country people are handicapped
in two ways—they have to pay unemploynient
relief tax and they are unable to obtawn the
same amwount of help as the city people in
the way of subsidies.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
Take il on a population basis. The heo
gentleman would find

Mr. MOORE: I would not find anythiug
of the sort. The hon. gentleman can con-
sider the question in whatever way he likes
—the country districts, unfortunately, are
gotting & very raw deal.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOTR AND INDUBTRY :
There is not the same percentage of uuom-
ploved in the country.

Mr. MOORE: I quite understand that,
because the policy that is pursued by the
Minister is attracting people away from the
country to the cities. A tremendous amount
of money is being expended in the eities
and the people in the country are leaving
their jobs to engage in relief work in the
cities,  with the hope eventually of being
emplored on Government loan works. They
are giving up the work that they have been
in the habit of doing in the country =0 as to
become cligible for relief work in the cities.
They consider that the city work is easier
thani the work that they have been doing
in the country.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDU<TRY :
That iz a ridiculous statement.

Mr. MOORE: It is true.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
Does the hon. gentleman suggest that worketrs
in the country are leaving full-time jobs to
cngage in intermittent relief work in the
citz ?

Mr. MOORE: With the chance of eventu-
ally being emploved on loan works. Men
who were formerly engaged in working
small arcas of country are leaving them to
come to the city to engage in relief work.
where the hours of labovr are fixed. The
Minister knows that they are doing that.

Mr. Forey: I represent a farming area
and 1 do not know of one such case.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSIRY:
It is the policy of the Government to give
help to farmers so that they may remain
on their holdings, and they are doing it.

Mr. MOORE: Some are doing it, bub
others are not. They may be remaming on
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their holdings In cotton areas but there are
any numbers of farmers close to Brisbane
who are giving up their farms to do relief
work in the city.

The Auditor-General points out in his
report that in the past year the revenue of
the Brisbane harbour increased by £22,103
and working expenses were reduced by
£5,988. An increase of 25 per cent. in the
rate of dues was imposed on lst September,
1922, The total receipts of the board
amohntod to £124099, but £31,026 was
sevured purely as the result of the increase
in the rate of dues. Who has to pay this
in¢rease in the rate dues? The people who
ship their products overseas, and the people

who purchase goods in this State. This
increase in dues is really another tax on the
same people who provide the taxable income
of the State. The Auditor-General also
points out that the taxation per head of the
population is now £6 2s. 2d. All these
moereased taxes make it more and more diffi-
<ult for industry to expand.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
coectleman has exhausted the tiine allowed
him under the Standing Orders.

The TREASURER {(Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
11(1(/1.// [6.28 p.m.]: I rise particularly to
repiy to the wild assertions made by the
Leader of the Opposition at the commence-
ment of his speech. He became very indig-
nant, threw out a challenge. and definitely
asserted that while he was DPremier of the
State the minutes of the Loan Council
mertings were filed in the Parliamentary
.brary, and he made the further statement
that since he had been Leader of the Opposi-
tion he had been able to quote from them.
Munchausen and de Rougemont are mere
ameoteurs compared with the member of
Parliament who is prepared to make such
false assertions. Never at any time and
under any circumstances have the minutes
of the Loan Council meetings been tabled in
the Parliamentary Library—I am stating factg
that can be confirmed by anyonc who cares
to take the trouble to check them. I chal-
lenge any hon. member to go into the
Partiamentary Library and produce a file of
minutes of Loan Council meetings that were
held while the Moore Government were in
}70“'&]'

The only document that is tabled. either in
Houso or in the librarv, is the report
meetings  of Premiers’ Conferences
1y convened by the Commonwealth
ne Minister, or convened with the con-
enrrvence of other Premiers by the Premier
of New South Wales—the senior State. Do
hion. members recollect the pericd when the
Moore Government adopted a similar course
to that the hon. gentleman is following at
the present time? When the Leader of the
Opyosition, the then Premier. and his Trea-
surer went South they usually made stute-
+t+ on their return to Brisbane that were
of a very doleful character and resulted in
i raging the people and deepening the
depression. The depression that existed was
economic and m was also psychological. The
statersents made by the then Premier were
such that even people who had money were
afraid to buy a new hat, a shirt, or anything
else if they could possibly do without 1t. It
was because of this fact that the depression
decpened and diffieulty was piled on diffi-
cultr, making the position of the people
wor-¢c. I again challenge any hon. member
to produce the file of the reports of the
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meetings of the Loan Council from the table
of the library in this House during the
period when the Leader of the Opposition
was in power. It cannot be done. That
statement is false; it has not a scintilla of
foundation in fact,

The Leader of the Opposition said that he
has been able to quote from the minutes of
the Loan Council meetings while he has been
Leader of the Opposition. He resented my
interjection that if he had been able to do
that he must have taken papers from his
department. e then suggested that he
would not do anything of that nature, and
that he had never pried into the affairs of a
private member or individual. Is it not a
fact that the hon. gentleman was responsible
for the issue of a regulation under the
Income Tax Acts thrg evabled the Treasurer
to call on the Taxation Office to furnish the
file on any hon. member or any individual?
Did he not go further than that? Did his
Government not take power to instruct any
emaployee of the Government in the Taxation
Office to report to the Treasurer any informa-
tion he obtained whilst examining the affairs
of any company, firm, or individual? Yec
he has the audacity to say that his Govern-
ment never in any instance dealt with
files, or went into the past history of
any individual! Hon. members opposite
know that that regulation was passed.
I moved in this Chamber for the disallowance
of the regulation and every hon. member in
this Committee who was then a supporter of
the Moore Government voted for its con-
firmation. It was the most dastardly form of
espionage ever instituted by a Government.

Mr. RusseLL: Why not knock it on the
head now?

The TREASURER: The hon. member for
Hamilten knows that that is the case.

Mr. Russernn: Why have you continued it?

The TREASURER: I have not continued
it. The regulation was confirmed by this
Parliament when the hon. member and other
members of his party voted for it. Under
that regulation T could send for the income
tax file of the hon. member for Hamilton.

Mr. Kaxg: It would be a nice story!

Mr. RusseLL: I am not ashamed of it.

The TREASURER: I have never used
that power or authority, but I do know
members of the Moore Government who did
50.

Mr. Moonre: Members of my Government?

The TREASURER: Yes, members of the
Moeore Government who used it.

Mr. Mooxk: I never heard of it.

The TREASURER : If the hon. member
did not know what was taking place be
evidently was not master of his own house-
hold.

Mr. Moonre: I never heard of one. The
only person who had authority under the
regulation to call for information was the
Treasurer.

The TREASURTER : Or any person acting
for him or on his behalf. The Acting Trea-
surcr had the same power.

Mr. Moore: There never
Treasurer.

The TREASURER: Of course there was.
If the Treasurer was outside the State an
Acting Treasurer was appointed. You
passed the word round—do not forget that.

Mr. Moone: Passed round what word?

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.}:

was an Acting
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The TREASURER : Anything vou thought
you knew. That was all revealed in the
debate that took place in this Chamber on
the matter. I challenged the then Treasurer
to place my income tax file on the table of
the House, provided Ministers in his Govern-
ment did the same thing.

I repeat again that the statement made
by the Leader of the Opposition is entirely
without foundation. Not at any time have
the minutes of the Loan Council been either
tabled in this House or in the library, and
if the hon. gentleman is able to quote from
the minutes of a Lean Council then he has
in his possession papers that belong to the
Government and the State archives, and not
to any individual.

The hon. gentleman also dealt with the
question of unforescen expenditure. He
intimated that that expenditure had not been
authorised by Parliament at all. Everyone
in this Chamber knows that every financial
vear there is unforescen expenditure; pro-
visien is made under the laws of the State
and under the Standing Orders of Parlia-
ment for Supplementary Estimates to Dbe
tabled in Parliament for the wunforescen
expenditure.  Unforescen  expenditure  is
incurred by every Government, and T would
advise the hon. gentleman, before he gets
excited about these things. to have a look
at the Supplementary KEstimates and the
unforeseen expenditure of his own Govern-
ment. Kvery year his own Treasurcr had
unforeseen  expenditure. and every year
Supplementars  Estimates  were  brought
before the House. I have never known an
aceasion, and I do not think an occasion
can be found, when no unforescen expendi-
ture was incurred by a Governmment since
Queensland became a State. So there is
nothing at all in that contention.

The hon. gentleman, however, was most
interesting when he was dealing with the
loan expenditure, and loan raisings and
their effect on industry and employment.
Therc is no doubt in my mind that the com-
mencement of the recovery in Queensland

dates from the time when Governments
agreed, and were able. to provide for
expenditure by Governments and local

authorities on public works.
GoVvERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The TREASURER: What evidence can
be adduced to the contrary? We know the
hon. gentleman had a higher deficit during
his last financial year than the amount he
spent on publie works. We know that his
Government had funds available, and we
know he allowed those funds to be used by
other States. The hon. gentleman did not
do that as a matter of policy; he argued
the Loan Council forced him to do so.
Nothing, of course, is further from the
truth. Where an allocation has been made
the money remains the property of the
State; and those funds were the property
of this State. The real facts, which can be
brought out into hold belief are these: that
what the Leader of the Opposition now
advocates he and other Governments tried
to do. His Government reduced wages and
social services and cut down public works
to a minimum, all on the plea of the
endeavour to balance the Budget and place
the State on a sound financial basis. What
were the results? We know that while the
hon. gentleman practised those economies
unemployment increased. There was greater
unemployment during that period than in

L{Hon, W, Forgan Smith.
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any other in the history of this State; thove
was a direct rvelation between the hon.
gentleman’s economy cuts in public works
and the volume of unemployment. To the
extent that he cut wages and reduced public
expenditure—both directly by the State and
indirectly by the local authorities and other
borrowers from the Government—to at
extent business depression deepened, and te
that extent unemplovment increased. There
i< no doubt at all that those are the facts

and that that was the direct vesulr of his

policy. The Govermment changed thak
policy in 1832, and initiated a public works
policy that has heen carried on up o tae

present timie, and has been a benefit 7 s
the States of the Commonwealth. 5
anvone seriously assert that the iraprovement
that has taken place in private ngustry
has not been the result of the inspiration
of the renevwed confidence brought about by
the existing policies of Governments?

Business depends entirely on the spending
power of the community. If there are large
bodies of people with little or no spending
power, then the amount of business done
in the community is reduced, but if, on the
other hand, th¢ spending power of the
people is increased, the volume of business
in every direction is proportionately
increased. A sum of £10 spent in wages
on public works circulates through every
avenue, and gives benefit to an exteni that
cannot actually be calculated. It is the
old, old story of ¢ The Circulating
Sovereign ”; it is as true to-day as when
the pamphlet was issued. A circulation of
funds benefits all sections of the com-
munity.

And what is wrong with putting uunem-
ployed men to work for the development of
the State? What is wrong with making
nse of capital that would otherwise be unem-
ployed? Our policy, I repeat again, 1s
fo make usc of capital that otherwise would
be unemployed, and to put to work labour
that would be otherwise unemployed. That
is the policy not only of this Government
hut of the majority of those represented on
the Loan Council. We intend to put it
into effect to the full extent of our ability.

It is true, of course, that as industry
recovers and ocxpands there should be a
tapering off of Goovernment expenditure. In
the first Budget statement of this Govern-
ment I asscried that during a _ period
of depression public works must be initiated
to give a counterpoise to unemployment.
As industry generally increases in volume
and as price levels improve there should
obviously be a tapering off of that expendi-
ture, and under normal conditions—I wilk
go so far as to say—the yearly payments
and sales over the counter would be enough.
or nearly enough to meet Government loan
requirements. We are better circumstanced
in that respect than any other State. It must
also be borne in mind that whereas the loan
programme for the State for the current
year is £4,100,000, it does not follow that
the increase to the national debt will be
that amount. We borrow less new money
than almost any of the mainland States,
and that is due to the financial policy that
has been pursued in this State for many
years. We have more repayments than any
other State. The Commonwealth Savings
Bank Agreement gives us a proportion of
its investments. There are other institu-
tions that make investments in Government
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stock. Therefore the amount of loan money
that Queensland requires from the market
for public works is well under £2,000,000
this year. That is not an undue amount
for any State to borrow, having regard to
the development of its industries.

It is very amusing to hear the direful"

cries from hon. members opposite of possible
disaster. These are the people who con-
demn a policy that enables us to provide
for the economic defence of our own kith
and kin. They condemn it as being unsound
and wasteful, nevertheless the same people
will find unlimited funds for the purpose
of destroying life, It is better to save
than it is to destroy. We are preventing
the people from being demoralised and
degraded. We are raising their standards
in every possible way, and up to date ihe
plan we have adopted has been the best that
has yet been suggested as a means of deal-
ing with any of these problems.

The hon. member endeavoured also to sug-
gest that the incidence of subsidies to local
authorities was unfair. He suggests that the
figures he used—assuming for the moment
they are correct—justify a cenclusion that
there has been an unfair allocation of these
funds. © Nothing could be further from the
truth. The facts in relation to loans and
subsidies have been placed on the table of
this Assembly every session. It will be found
that all distriets of the State have partici-
pated in Government expenditure and that
the allocation has been fair and just. It will
be remembered that when this Government
first came into power we invited local
authorities to co-operate with us in provid-
ing employment. We encouraged them to
submit plans for public works that if sound
in themselves would give the greatest amount
of employment. We were not in a position
to force local authorities to put forward
propositions, but those local authorities that
did submit schemes were very fairly dealt
with-——not on the basis of the electorate con-
cerned, but on the basis, first of all, of the
answers to the questions: was the work of
itself a sound proposition and what was the
volume of employment that would be given.
That has been the determining factor during
the perind this Government have been 1n

" power. We know that the suggestion of the
Leader of the Opposition is based on the
well-known psychological trait of character
that people are prone to accuse others of
being guilty of the meannesses they practise
themselves. No hon. member opposite can
put forward any facts to sustain a case that
shire councils have been treated unfairly in
the loan policy of the State.

It 1s obvious, however, that we cannot
continue indeénitely to subsidise local
authorities on a 50 per cent. basis, and this
year there has been an alteration in the
policy. We subsidise on the basis of the
wages that are involved in any scheme placed
before us., All the promises that have been
made in reference to previous loans will be
carried cut, but applications as from the
1st July last will be dealt with on the basis
of the amount of labour that will be
employed and the general wages bill of the
scheme. No hard and fast rule is laid down,
and outback places and country districts have
received favourable consideration at all
times. Of course, it is obvious and natural
that large works can be carried out in the
cities. The city councils have to undertake
transport work, such as trams, supply elec-
tricity, and provide water supply and sewer-
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age facilities. All such works are carried
out in the cities because of the greater popu-
lation there and because they can afford to
do so. So that it is only natural that in the
large centres such large works will be com-
menced. I deprecate any attempt to pit
country against town. In the economy of
this Government and in the policy of this
party we have regard at all times to the
best interests of the whole community.

The decisions of the Loan Council were
expressed very fully in the statement I gave
to the Press immediately upon my return to
Brisbane. That statement has been published
in all the Brisbane newspapers and I pre-
sume, also, in the provincial Press. The
public are entitled to know the decisions of
the council. It has been suggested that
various sums of money were refused. It is
true that the proposal submitted by the
various Governments in the first instance
was for a loan of £10,000,000. The Com-
monwealth Bank Board, however, which is
our adviser on these matters, recommended
that we go on the market for £7,500,000. It
is not true that it refused to underwrite
another loan. Having regard to all the
circumstances of the market and the needs
of the various Governments, we agreed to
go on the market for £7,500,000. So far as
that is concerned, it will enable the Queens-
land Government to carry out its policy for
a considerable period ahead. It is on account
of the programme decided upon in June of
this year. The requirements for the
remainder of the financial year, and for the
carry over into next financial year will be
dealt with at the next Loan Council meeting.

Governments do not always spend their
full appropriations. A meeting of the Loan
Council will be held next year, when
the financial position of Governments will
be known in greater detail. Very often it
is found that less money is required from
the loan market to meet the Governments’
programme to the end of the financial year
than was anticipated. For example, the
Toowoomba City Council submitted a pro-
posal to the Government in connection with
a water supply scheme and more than a
yoar ago I agreed to a loan-subsidy for this
purpose. A survey had to be made of the
watershed from which the water was to be
obtained and plans and specifications had
to be prepared. I agreed that the money
would be available to the council as required
—the policy adopted in connection with
many other proposals. I have found that
local authorities show a great deal more
zeal in approaching the Treasurer for a
loan than they exhibit after they have
been authorised to go ahead with the work.
I realise that plans and specifications have
to be prepared, that very often tenders have
to be called, and that a fair amount of
time is required to do preliminary work
in conmection with large water supply and
sewerage schemes, but even after allowing
for all those factors, I have discovered that
local authorities display less zeal in pro-
ceeding with the works than they do in
approaching the Treasurer for- his approval.
Consequently, in Queensland there is a
considerable carry-over of funds into each
new financial year.

I have no doubt at all that the new loan
of £7,500,000 will be a distinet success,
but it is well to note that interest rates
have hardened. One has only to check up
the market values of various issues of
Government stock to observe that tendency.

Hon., W. Forgan Smith.]
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There is a greater demand for investment
in private industry than there was some
time ago, but that is all to the advantage
of the State. It is pleasing to notice that
companies are eoxpanding their  enter-
prises and providing employment for more
and more people. That is in keeping with
the gradual building up of the economic
fabric of the nation. Private enterprise
should be encouraged, and it is gratifying
to know that there is a greater demand for
finance by private undertakings to-day than
a year or so ago. I am not putting forward
a plea for higher interest rates. About a
vear ago the Commonwealth Government
were able to raise the first lcan at 3 per
cent. But surely no one ever helieved that
Governments would be able to continue to
raise loans at that rate. To find another
3 per cent. loan one would have to go back
to 1901 when the Queensland Governinent
borrowed just under £1.000,000 at that
rate. I am not advocating or justifying
increased rates of interest, but orne cannot
shut one’s eyes to the fact that as the
demand for money by private undertakings
increase interest rates must harden.

Everybody knows that no Government
eould continue indefinitely to finance local
authority works to the cxtent of half the

cost. Consequently, we have initlated a
policy of reduced subsidies this financial
year with a view of tapering off as recovery
takes place. We have, in addition, reduced
the rate of interest chargeable to local
authorities by 1 per cent, This materially
helps their general finance. There can be
no doubt that local authorities afford a
very fruitful field for the performance of
useful work in unemplownonn schemes. That
was onc of the matters dizcussed at the
Loan Council, and the Federal Government
are pledH‘d to help te some extent by
assisting to pay the interest on dpplO\Pd
local authout\ works. The Federal Govern-
ment placed £100,000 on the Estimates for
this financial year for that purpose. There
1s no cut snd dried scheme in connection
with the matter, and the decision was that
the States could male application for help
on behalf of local authorities. at the same

time specifying the class of work io be
done. Obvicusly, as I pointed out at the
Loar_w Counctl, it 1is necessary to obtain
continuity of policy. It would be grossly

unfan‘ to encourage local authorities to incur
a large amount of capital expenditure if
the relicf in the payment of interest offercd
by the F¥ederal (fovernment was only for
an indefinite period. Local authorities are
helped very considerably by the Government,
but we are looking into the general ramifi-
cations of local authority work throughout
the Htate, and we find a growing tondonw
to lean on the Government in the carrying
out of works that arve essentially their fune.
tion. The unemployment relief scheme.
initiated by the Moore Government and
continued up to the present day, cnables
local authorities to secure an abundance of
Iabour. There has been a tendency right
from the beginning for local authorities to
do work by means of relief labour that in
normal circumstances would be done bx
men whom they directly employed and who
enjoyed continuity of work. It is true
that lecal authorities throughout the State
arc carrying out with relief labour per-
manent works that are the normal duties
of local authorities. That cannot be zllowed
to continue indefinitely, because each arm

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ways and Means.

of government must carry its own respon-

sibility. If there is one thing that is as
bad as wunemployment itself 1t is  casual
emplovment. Casual employment has a ver

bud effect on the individual, apart altog
from the standard of living. We hould
make an endeavour to provide contim“ty of
employment and discountenance  ca=ual
labour as much as possible.

The Leader of the Opposition, in bis
offorts to set town against countrvy and
town against ecity, quoted the subsidies niade
available to local bodies. He cited the
figcures that are to be found on pave 328
of the report of the Auditor-General, giving
the t{otal figures of loans and su idics 0
city councils and tewn councils respeciivaly
Those figures pretty well balanced, He
finally sought to show ihat shire councils
had rveceived less in subsidy than thev had
obtained by loan. There iz an obvious
explanation, and the Leader of the Oppesi-
tion understands it. Where the Joan in
table of figures is less than the sul
it is due to the fact that loeal author
within the cities have the right to 1)6110w
themselves, If hon. members look st the
columns on the top of the page they will
find that the Brisbane City Council ber-
rowed £97,155 1s. 1ld. from the Govern-
wment and obtained subsidies of £361.061 2s.
The Lmdu of the Opposition endeavoured
to show from those figures that the Govern-
ment  gave what might be termed the
“ most faveured nation clause ™
as against the country. whereas the 1
facts are that the Brisbane City Council

has the right to borrow money itself. and
that 1t exarcised  that right. The came
applics to other cities within the >
Thae Mackav City Council, the Townil

City Council, and many other autiocrities
have power to borrow directly. Ouite
recently e finalised certain loans ¢ the
Brisbane City Ceuncil ameunting in all to

about £500,600. That means that 3t will
horrow ﬁ,SOO 000 this financial vear, and get
a subsidv in addition from the Goverrme
The loan granted by the Government
be a very small one. That is the ol
explanation of those figures.

Mr. GonfFrey Momgax: Do you zay
if a local authority borrows from oi
sources it gets a larger subsidy than
borrows from the (yovernment?

The TREASURER: No, I do not say
that; I say that accounts for the apparent
disparity in the figures in the Auditor-
General’s report. Tor example, we agreed
to allow the Toowoomba City Council up
to £200,000 for its water supply scheme. 1f
it can borrow £100,000 from a financial
institution that does not prevent it from
getting a subsidy from the Government, the
result being that in the table the bon.
gentleman quoted it would appear as receiv-
ing no loan money but £100,000 in subsidy.
That is the explanation. The cities do not
get anv more favourable treatment than
the shires.

In that regard I ought to mention that
there is a gentleman’s agreement between the
various (overnments that any local autho-
rity that borrows money on the open market
can only do so subject to the control of
the State Treasurer, who shall decide whether
it shall be allowed to borrow the money or
not. His decision is based on the terms
and conditions of the loan and the question
whether the time is favourable. Obviously
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it would be wrong, having regard to the
policy of the Loan Council and the Financial
Agreement, to allow local authorities to
enter into competition with Governments
for loan funds and so raise the interest
rate. So the arrangement that has been
made and has been in operation for some
time is that local authorities shall not be
allowed to borrow on the open market with-
out the authority of the State Treasurer
and then only ab such time and under such

terms and conditions as he approves,
Furthermore, if the amount is in excess of
£100.000, it is subject to the approval of

the chairman of the Loan Council,

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Does that affect
your borrowing as a State? Supposing the
B}]Qbane City Council borrowed £1. OOO 000,
does that affect the amount the State would
get from the Loan Council?

The TREASURER: No; but quite
obviously it does affect it to the extent

that as it is able to obtain accommodation
itself the loan programme we put forward
is reduced. If I, as Treasurer, undertook
to finance ontnely all local authomtmq then
1r would mean augmentation of the amount

I should receive. To the extent that certain
local authorities are able to make their own
arrangements, our own loan programme is
reduced, but it is not in anv way increased;
and the Loan Council protects the Brishane
City Council when borrowing in the wax I
have mentioned.

Satisfactory arrangements have also been
finalired to finance the construction of the
Jubilee Bridge to its completion on terms
extending over the period of construction,
funds to be raised at the rate of £100, 000
per quarter. That also was subject to the
ratification of the Loan Counecil and very
satisfactory arrangements have been made.

My, GoDFREY MoRresaN: Where do you pro-
pose to borrow the money from-—the Com-
monwealth Bank?

The TREASURER : No, from a financial
institution. The matter will be dealt with
by the Governor in Council to-morrow, and
I do not desire to anticipate the decision
theve,

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamiltony {710 pam.]: 1
think the Leader of the Opposition has dis-
charged his obvious duty in calling attention
to the financial condition of the State. All
the indications point to the fact that the
money market is much harder. It has been
alleged that there is a definite demand on
the part of private enterprise for available
funds, and that is a good sign; but it indi-
cates the nced for cantion in handling
Government finance. Although the Treasurer
is satisfied with his own allocation, it must
be disappointing in the extreme that the
interest rate has been considerably increased.
It is apparent that interest rates on future
loans will be raised, and that may be
reflected in higher taxation. All these
matters must be taken into consideration by
every Treasurer.

I think that while we have idle money in
the country it should be utilised. If private
enterprise caninot utilise the money then its
use for the financing of public works may be
justified. I am surprised that the Treasurer
should reiterate some of the statements he
made during the election campaign.

The TREASURER:
Loan Council

Have you seen any of the
minutes?

[13 NovEMBER.]

Ways and Means. 1245
Mr. RUSSELL:
The TREASTRER: Have you?

Mr. RUSSELL: I am not sure.
The TREASURER: Who showed them to you?
Mr, RUSSELL: I was not a member of

the Moore (Cabinet and therefore did

not have access to papers that the Ministers

may have had in their possession.

The TREASURER: Yon never saw them in
the library?

Mr. RUSSELL: As a matter of fact I
never inquired. QOur library is somewhat
defective as regards the supply of necessary

I think I have.

materials for the use of members. There
is no reason why all thesc documents should
not be made available to members. 1 make

a point of obtaining direet as many Common-
wealth documents as possible. The demand
by hon. members for them is so great that
even 1f they were available in the library
there is the possibility of not being able to
procure them when one wanted them.

The Treasurer said that the depression
was both economic and psychological, and
that the doleful statements of the Moore-
Barnes Government were also a contributing
factor to the degree of the depression. That
is an idle statement to make: it cannot be
proved. If one remembers the circumstances
that led up to the depression one must admit
that it was primarily brought about by the
tremendous fall in world prices. That was
certainly aggravated in Australia by the
unstatesmanlike handling of the situation by
the Scullin Government, We know that in
1929, owing to the depression, which had
Just shut(‘d and owing to the fact that the
TLabour Party then in “administration in the
Commonwealth Government, were undlne to
meet the sitnation, ﬂmwb generaliv got
into a very parlous state indecd. o have

only to remember that Australian bonds thag
had been quoted at £88 in Septeurber, 1928,
fell away to £79 5. in June, 1981. It was

not until the Premiers” Plan was adopted in
June, 1931, that Austrelian bonds commenced
to increase in value. Confidence was created
and we were able to float loans for the relief
of unemployment. The Treasurer would
have us believe that the genesis of the
improvement that has taken place was due
to the Ioan Council meeting held in July,
1932, at which he attended for the first time.
By that time loan money had been made
available—I think it was first available in
April, 1932—owing to the restoration of
confidence brought about by the dismissal
of the Scullin Administration in the Com-
monwealth Government and of Mr. Lang in
New South Wales. Mr. Scullin  himself
strongly objected to Mr. Lang’s attempt to
default in payment to bondholders.  This
had caused a tremendous flutter in financial
circles in London and Australian securities
fell away to a verv low level. Although Mr.
Scullin was prepared to meet tho sifuation
he could not get the support of his col-
leagues. There was a restoration of public
confidence on the advent of the ILyons
Administration, who put into effect a policy
of reconstruction and brought about the
adoption of the Premicrs’ Plan, which was
subscribed to by every State in the Com-
monwealth.

Mr. McLrax: That is not correct.

Mr. RUSSELL: You try to disprove it if
you can. The ability of the Loan Council
to get money was solel" due to the operation

Mr. Russell.]
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of the Premiers’ Plan. In April, 1932, it was
decided to raise a loan of £2,400,000 for the
immediate relief of unemployment. Queens-
land’s share in this first public loan for the
reli of unemployment was £620,000, a
greater sum than the present Treasurer was
able to raise at the first Loan Council meet-
ing he attended in June of the same vear.
He would now have us believe that the
genesis of the present improvement was due

to the amendment he moved at that con-
ference.
Mr. Kinag: That is correct.

Mr. RUSSELL: I am surprised the hon.
member should be so fatuous as to belizve
such a fable. At that conference the Prime
Minister, Mr. Lyons, moved—

“That this conference affirms its
adherence to the Premiers’ Plan, and
undertakes to meet interest obligations,
and to continue progressively to reduce
budget deficits.”

Tt will be found that the Premier of Quecns-
Jand tried to amend that by striking out
a very important part of that clause, but
after a good deal of discussion it was
agreed to allow his amendment to be tacked
on to the original motion. That amend-
ment read—

- And conduct public policy with a
view to reviving industry so as to
restore normal employment to our
ritizens who now have neither work nor
wages.” .

The very thing that had been dene right
from April, 1932, when the first public loan
was floated, and when all the Premiers
decided that a public loan should be floated
for the relief of unemployment! The con-
ference in July, 1932, merely carried oub
the procedure that had been followed at
the earlier conference. Why, therefore, does
the Treasurer say that the amendment that
he boasts about was the genesis of the
improvement that has  taken  place?
Improvement had taken place long before
the Labour C(overnment obtained office;
confidence had been restored long before
the Moore Government’s exodus in 1932. It
is interesting to hear the Treasurer telling
that fable. It may be all right to tell it
to his followers in Mackay, but in this
Committee surely hon. members arce sensible
enough to see through it.

Another fable continually repeated by the
hon. gentleman and adopted as the parrot
cry of his supporters is that the Moore
Government lent money to the other States
when <ur own people were starving,

Mr. H. WiraMs: That is true.

Mr. RUSSELL: The hon. member says
it is true, What are the facis? When
the RXloore Governmeni took office in
1929. as  will  be noticed from  the
Auditor-General's report, two loans had
already been made by Mr. McCormack to
two Southern States. One had been repaid
and the other was owing—South Australia
still owed £250,000. When the Moore
Govermment took office in 1929 there was a
cash balance of about £4,000,000 in the
Treasury, and as it is customary for every
Government to husband their resources and
spread the loan money over as long a period
as is possible, it was decided, at the insti-
gation of the Loan Council, to lend some
of this money to the other States at short
cali.  That money instead of Iying idle

I Mr. Russell.
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in the bank, earned £104,769 in interest,

which was added to the available loan
balance. The States to which loans wers
made were—
£
South Australia 500,000
Victoria 250,000
New South Wales 750,000
Western Australia 100,000

Those loans were repaid on the following
dates : —
Victoria - ... 381 October, 1930
New South Wales ... 30th April, 1930
Western Australia ... 11th July, 1930
South Australia 5th January, 1931

All that money was repaid in ample time,
and the Moore Government had the use
of it during the remainder of their term.
In addition, that money earned interest
amounting to £104,769, which was also
available for the relief of unemployment
and other purposes. It is about time that
the Treasurer dropped that fable about
lending money to other States when our
own people were starving, We merely fol-
lowed the practice of a very eminent Labour
Leader, Mr. McCormack, who saw the
necessity while he had the funds at his
disposal, of placing that money at profit,
and I am surprised that hon. members on
the Government side should believe there is
anything in this fable that is often repeated
by the hon. gentleman.

Mention has been made of the regulation
that the Moore Government embodied in
an  amendment of the Income Tax Acts.
1 do mnot think that that regulation was
svalled of on a single occasion. It was
put there for a purpose, and if the Moore
Government did wrong in passing that
regulation, why have the present Govern-
ment not abolished it?

If the Moore Government committed such
a heinous crime. why do the present Govern-
ment perpetuate it? The Treasurer stated
that he was prepared to place his iucome
tax return on the table. I am prepared to
place mine on the table. 1 have nothing to
be ashamed of. I will let him have a look
at it. I do not mind—not a bit. The hon.
member for Iast Toowoomba interjected
that it might be interesting reading.
resent the imputation that he makes in that
remark and he ought to be ashamed of him-
self for saying it.

The Treasurer said that we are keener on
ovganising for the destruction of human life
than for the economic welfare of the people,
but 1 throw that imputation back in his
teeth as being absolutely untrue. We are
just as keen for the preservation of peace as
the hon. gentleman professes to be. At any
rate, we do not blow hot and cold as his
party has done of late. So long as we are
members of the League of Nations it is our
duty to carry out its policy, but the Labour
Party has two policies in that regard—it
wants to be in the League of Nations and
it does not want to be in it. It must decide
to be ecither in or out. I do not think that
there is any section of the community that
has any idea of going to war over Abyssinia.
We know the horrors of war and I think the
whole British Empire is united to vesist war-
like aggression by any country; and it is
only bv adhering to the League of Nations
that we can prevent a holocaust similar to
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J

arred in 1918, Iv is all
very well for hon. membrr; opposite to throw
that accusation in our tecth; I throw it back
at them as being al»olutely untrue and
malicious,
Mr. Ware:

Me,
I

which oc

1

that

You know 1t iz a fact,

member 1 only
a ] stated that the
G L]Oll\ wore Lﬂﬂt I)ll»ate COU'DHHI(‘\ wera
shosing an inclination to hivest wore money
in this State in private enterprise. We should
encotrage them to the utmost, but while
this State has to bear such a heavy load of
taxation and there is in operation “the most
vindictive income tax law in Australia there
is very little encouragement to these com-
panies to extend their operations here. We
have noticed in the Press of late that argu-
ments have proceeded in the Southern States
concerning the tax levied by Quoens!and on
profits made by Southern com]mmea in this
State.  Thar is one of the biggest bugbears
affecting trading (’omp%mos in Australia and
the Victorian companies have already threa-
tened retaliation, If we insist on taxing
their prefits unduly the Vietorian and other
companies will retaliate, S0 soon as ain extra
tax is imposed on profits made by the sale
of Quccnshnd goods in the Southern States,
so soon will the boot be on the other foot.
We have not shown any desire to encourage
the operations of limited liability com-
panies in this State, because we have in
operation the most iniquitous and most
vindictive company tax, probably, in the
world,

The Treasurer also stated that the Moore
Government had piled up enormous deficits.
but what arve the actual figures? The total
deficits amassed by the Moore Administra-
tlon were £3,640,409, whereas the deficits
amassed by the present Administration

during their three years of office was
£3,247,586, or only £400,000 less than the
deficits of the Moore Government. When

one takes into consideration the more pros-
perous times that were enjoved by the present
Administration, the amount of money that
they abstracted from the Main Roads Fund,
and the amount of £286,000 contributed b\
the Commonwealth Govornment last vear
the deficit of the present Administration last
year was actually over £1.000,000. Taking
all those 1"¢1(tor= into consideration the deficits
amassed by the present (;oxmnmont were
grearer than those amassed by the Moore
Adminibtrat]on

T hope that the Treasurer will be a Iittle
faum in his denunciation of the Opposition.
He must bear in mind that he is not talking
to a Mackay audicnce and that he is not
an the soap box giving veni to pedagogic
utterances, When the Treasurer is sensible
we arc prepared to listen to him, but we
are not going to put up with his hectoring
and hullying.

Mr. LARCOVIBT (Rockhamptony [7.28
pm.]: 1 should like to reply briefly to the
remarks by the hon. member for Hamilton
and the Leader of the Opposition. The hon.
member for Hamilton certainly made an
extensive review; he surveyed mankind from
China to Peru. He dealf with all manner
of subjects extending his observations from
Qamooweal to Abvssmla but he was unable
to justify the record of the Moore Govern-
ment, and he was unable to damage the
record of the Labour Administration.

The hon. member was at_great pains to
show that the economic trouble in Australia
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Administration,
from the truth
developed b(*fme

was caused by the Senllin
but wothing (ould be further
Lie trouble in Australia

the Scullin Government obtained control of
the Commonwealth Tre LSUY bench. Even a
paper like the Sydney ** Bulletin 7 said that

it stood to the credit of the Scullin Admin
L1a[1on that they had saved Australia from
Qizaste Before the Scullin Administrarion
took charve the Bruce-Page Government had
been Lcﬂponqlble for le\elopm(r an unfavour-
able Australian trade balance, amounting to
£60,000,000 over a period of six years.
Australia was drifting to insolvency at
the rate of £10,000,000 per abpnum when
the Scullin Government took charge of the
Commonwealth. It was because of that
huge adverse trade balance and the
fact that we were rushing to the brink of

insolvency that the Bruce-Page Adminis-
tration were defeated and the Scullin
Administration returned to office. The

po~1t10n was appalling because of the lack

ability, the conservative policy and the
want of vision and courage of the Tory
Party in the Commonwealth sphere. The
position was appallingly bad, not onlr in
Australia but i other parts of the world
also. The anti-Labour parties throughout
the world, and the anti-Labour Party in
Australia. in particular, were responsible
for those world conditions that are pro-
ducing such an appalling effeci on the
World to-day. I recently read a book written
by the Right Hon. W. M. Hughes,
ex-Minister for Health and Repatriation in
the Federal anti-Labour Cabinet, in which

he Jays it down that the cause of war
to-day s economic injustice, the fRghi for
markets. and the struggles of boodlers.

That 1s the striking indictment of an
ex-Leader of the anti-Labour Party in Aus-
tralia and onc who has just been forced out
of the Federal Cabinet by the T.yon: «nij-
Labour Administration. \(nmdum to this
shining light of the anti-Labour Paltv in
Australia the trouble in the werld to-day
is not due to Labour administration but
to economic injustice, the greed of the
boodlicr, the sweater and exploiter who,
to-day, unfortunately, dominate the world!

Not only were there great deficits in Aus-
tralia before the Scullin Government took
charge of the Federal Treasury, but our
credit not only in Australia but alse over-
seas was destroyed. Therefore, the Scullin
Government came into office with an
awful position confronting them. They
directed their attention to the economic and
financial rehabilitation of the Commonwealth,
and to their splendid work in that direc-
tion tribute was paid by the anti-Labour
journals of Australia.  Australia, which
vwas rapidly drifting to msolvency, was
quickly turned again to solvency, and an
unfavourable trade balance was converted

into a favourable one by the Scullin
Government. To-day there is increased
employment in the Commonwealth—not-

withstanding interference with the tariff
by the Iyons Administration—as a result of
the protnchomst poliey of the Scullin Govern-
ment. Much of that beneficial protection
remains and the Scullin Government are
responsible for it. It is idle for the hon.
member for Hamilton and his colleagues
to try to traduce Labour for sins of their
own creation. As Emerson said—

“ QOur opinion of others is but a reflex

of our own character.”

Mr, Larcombe.]
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Hon. members who attack the policy of
Labour should bear that dictum in mind.

Mr. PLUNEETT: Was not Mr. Lang in
power in New South Wales?

Mr. LARCOMBE: That is only a side
issue. We are not dealing with Langism,
but with Labourism versus anti-Labourism,
and Scullinism versus Lyonism, as it were,
1f we discuss the question from that logical
viewpoint we shall find that Australia to-day
has much for which to thank the Scullin
Administration. Our troubles in Australia
commenced to vanish when the Scullin
Administration put into effect their finan-
cial policy, which included a saving of
£6,000,000 a year in the interest paid on
(Giovernment loans. They relieved the people
of Australia of direct taxation to that
amount. It is ridiculous for hon. members
opposite to attribute the troubles of Aus-
traiia to the Scullin Administration. They
remained discreetly silent as to the blunder-
ing record of the Bruce-Page Administra-
tion who were fast destroying the credit of
Australia, when they were fortunately for
Australia defeated at the polls. Ngq mention
is made by hon. members opposite of the
remarks of Mr. S. M. Bruce, the financial
profligate of Australia, who so roundly econ-
demned the Moore Administration. He said
that the Moore Administration were drifting
towards insolvency and if there was not a
change there would not be any Federal
Government or loan money for them.

Mr. WaLkrer: He never said anything of
the sort.

Mr, LARCOMBE : I have briefly quoted
the remarks of Mr. Bruce. He castigated
the Moore Administration severely for their
extravagance and inability to balance their
Budget, and for their Budget Estimates
brought down in this Parliament.

The hon. member for Hamilton referred
to the increase in the rate of interest and
endeavoured to show that the policy of
Labour in some degree was responsible for
it. That is an argument unsupported by
actual experience. If we go back io 1914
we find that in Queensland the average rate
of interest was the highest of all the main-
land States of the Commeonwealth, and when
Labour left office in 1929 the rate was the
lowest of 21l the mainland States. What a
wonderful result! Before the depression
had properly set in and after fifteen years
of Labour government, the average rate of
interest was reduced from the highest to the
lowest of all the States in the Common-
wealth! Those are facts.

Mz, Nmimo: That is not true.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. LARCOMBE : The interjection is not
true. Let the hon. member read the Com-
monwealth statistics and make the compari-
son himself. .

Mr, Nimwmo: I have them here.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. LARCOMBE: He has not got the
figures there. Let the hon. member look
at the average rates of interest since 1914.

Mr. Nimmo: The hon. member knows
very well the interest rate was the same
in every State in the Commonwealth,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
mgmbor for Oxley must obey my call to
order,
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Mr. LARCOMBE: I am speaking of the
period from 1914 to 1929. The hon. member
for Oxley knows quite well that the Loan
Council was not in existence for a great
part of the period from 1914 to 1929
and there was therefore no uniformity in
the rate of interest. We know that the
better conditions prevailing are partly
responsible for the rising rate of interest
as there is a greater demand for money;
but we also know it is a melancholy fact
that there is a great money ring, organised
by the big powerful interests in the Aus-
tralian financial and banking circle, that is
able to dictate its policy.  Although the
statement made by the Premier of Tas-
mania that £6,000,000 worth of bonds were
unloaded on the Australian market recently
may not be quite accurate, we know
there is a “ bulling” and ‘“bearing” of
the money market, and that the rate of
interest rises and falls largely at the dis-
cretion of that great powerful money
monopoly that exists in Australia and cther
parts of the world. We know that Labour
fought strenuously for banking and financial
reform, and that it was defeated on that
policy; but until that policy is put into
operation in Australia and other parts of
the world there is little hope for a sub-
stantial and permanent reduction in the
rate of interest.

Mr. MaxweiL: God help the country if
you got control!

Mr. LARCOMBE: 1 was a member of
the Labour Cabinet in this State between
1919 and 1928, and during that period a
state  of  prosperity  prevailed, which
was largely due to the work of Labour
Administratiors. The hon. member for
Toowong was supporting a Government
between 1929 and 1932 that almost destroyed
Queensland  financially, econcmically, and
ctherwise. (Opposition interruption.) Dur-
ing that period there was record unemploy-
ment and record deficits, an appalling redue-
tion in factory output and primary produc-
tion. All those regrettable events in our
financial, eccnomic, and national life took
place during a period when the hon. member
for Toowong—who I believe is at heart a
critic of the policy of his owa party, bub
is too loyal to eriticise it operly—supported
the Moore Government. No doubt in caucus
he has veryv scverely castigated hiz own
leaders.

The Leader of the Opposition was appar-
ently annoyed and disconcerted because the
financial estimates of the Government were
not being borne out during the portion of
the financial year that has elapsed. Every
hon. member in this Chamber and every
student of Government finance knows that
one cannot take a period of three or four
months and estimate how the revenue will
work out for the twelve months’ period.
The figures quoted by the Leader of the
Opposition are not a substantial guide for
the year's transactions,” During certain
quarters revenie flows in much more freely
than during othar quarters, and the expendi-
ture is greater in some quarters than it is
in others. If the hon. member for Aubigny
wants a little information on the matter
of the dislocation of Budget Estimates, let
him look up the financial tables during
the time he was in control of this State,
and he will find there was a difference of
approximately £1,500,000, between the actual
and the estimated loan expenditure. That
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is the vecord of the critics of the. Labour
Government, yet they have the temerity
4o complain that the present Estimates are
not in accord with principles of good govern-
ment and sound finance. The ability of
“Labour Governments as financial adminis-
trators 1s demonstrated by the fact that
even papers like the Brisbane ¢ Telegraph”
stated that after nine years of Labour
_@overnment we had reached a rate of
~expenditure that was commensurate with
~the needs of the State, and any sudden
_yeduction would be disastrous to Quecns-
land.

L We find hon. members opposite criticising
| the loan policy of the Government week after
_ week, month after month, and session after
gession, notwithstanding the fact that during
he recess the Brisbane * Telegraph,” and
he Brisbane ¢ Courier-Mail,” too, supported
he policy of raising loans in the manner
ollowed by the Queensland Government.
The “ Courier-Mail 7 pertinently asked the
ritics to suggest an alternative. The raising
f loans may not be the most admirable form
{ financing the State, but last year the
“Courier-Mail ” asked what the opponents
f the policy had to offer in its place? That
s the question we, too, ask. What is the
lternative? Hon. members continually harp
pon the evil of loan expenditure, Queens-
and has tried their policy of deflation and
no loan expenditure. It almost ruined the
tate,

To prove that the loan policy of the present
Government is neither injurious to the State
or unsound, one has only to look at page
2 of the Treasurer’s table. One will there
nd a statement showing the annual pay-
ments of interest on the public debt of
Queensland, the net amount derived from
and services, and the actual

hey are only beating the air and raising a
arty political argument.

The hon. member for Hamilton says that
Labour’s argument is sound then by
ncreasing further loan expenditure we
hould increase our prosperity. That is
bviously reducing it to the ridiculous.
There 13 a limit. There is a policy of
moderation in human and financial economy.
ecause the policy pursued by the present
Government is sound and satisfactory, it
loes not necessarily follow that doubling
| loan expenditure would double the
dvantages. The reverse would be the
flect. On a previous occasion I quoted
he analogy that because a certain amount
{ food - nourished the human body it did
ot follow that one should gorge oneself
o death, That is a reductio ad absurdum
rgument.  (Opposition interjection.)

It is rather amusing to find that the party
at was known in the past in Queensland
s the  Borrow, Boom, and Burst Party 7’ is
oW the critic of the loan policy of the
tesent Government. We know that it is
terely a case of political strategy, We
ow there is something psychological in its
ack. Opposition members as a Govern-
nt failed miserably and they now desire
0 delude the people of Queensland into

@
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believing that the present Government are
spending loan money unsatisfactorily at too
high a rate. Taking into consideraticn the
facts—the production, the revenue, and the
conditions generally in the State—our loan
expenditure is reasonable. It was their
party when in power in the past that piled
up enormously the public debt of Queens-
land. It had control of this State for over
fifty years. In 1914 Queensland was known
as the slave State of the Commonwealth—
that was the opprobrious designation applied
to Queensland by the people in the other
States. By a.sound financial policy the
Labour Party have raised Queensland from
being the slave State to the proud position
of the State with the highest standard of
living in Australia.

Hon. members opposite consistently ignors
the asset side of the balance sheet of the
State. If they take the trouble to look
up page 29 of the Treasurer’s tabics they
will see how the money was expended and
realise the splendid assets that have
accrued. Of course there have been some
failures. The State of Queensland to-day is
a credit to Labour Governments and a credit
to its people, and this is in no small
measure due to the wise expenditure of loan
money. We know there have been failures
and mistakes, but is not that characteristic
of human nature and of both Labour and
anti-Labour Governments?  But the per-
centage of inaccuracy and error has been
less under Labour Governments than under
any other form of Government in this State.

An OpposiTioN MemsEr: Did your Govern-
ment not lend money to other States?

Mr. LARCOMBE: I will tell the hon.
member the fundamental difference between
the lending of money to other States by
the McCormack Government and by the
Moore Government. It is true that the
McCormack Government lent money to other
States, but under what conditions? They
were prosperous conditions—record produc-
tion, record income, the lowest unemploy-
ment in the Commonwealth. When the
Moore Government went into office between
1929 and 1932 they did not have those con-
ditions, They did not control the splendid
funds that the McCormack Government did.
They dissipated that money when they sent
it to other States. They closed down on the
farmers who required advances. They
closed down public works. They retrenched.
That is the fundamental difference between
the Moore policy and that of the Labour
Government. The Labour Government only
lent surplus funds when Queensland was
prosperous; whereas on the other hand the
Moore Government deliberately lent that
money to other States when they were
closing down public works and when the
State was approaching, according to the
Federal Treasurer, the point of bankruptey.

OpposrrioNn MEMBERS : Are not the Govern-
ment doing the same to-day?

Mr. LARCOMBE: No. The arguments
of "hon. members opposite are mutually
destructive. 'The hon. member for Oxley
complained that certain séhool buildings
were not being erected in his electorate, that
loan money was not being spent, yet only a
few days previously he was complaining that
too much loan money was being spent. The
hon. member for Hamilton a few days ago
in this Chamber advocated the electrification
of Queensland railways. That may be a

Mr, Larcombe.]
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desirable objective, but it will cost many
millions of pounds. Side by side with a
castigation of the Government for the
expenditure of loan money, the hon. member
for Hamilton quietly and coolly advocated
the expenditure of many. millions of pounds
on the electrification of the Queensland rail-
ways !

In view of those inconsistencies, I feel
certain that the people of Queensland will
not be misled. The object of the attack of
hon. members opposite is obvious. It 1s
simply to conceal the fact that the Moore
Administration were vresponsible for the
appalling record that it had, and to try to
divert credit from the present Administra-
tion for the splendid work that is being
done. Honestly, the present Government
have done wonderful work in raising Queens-
land from the mire of financial insolvency
to a reasonable degree of prosperity. KEvery
week and every month we find an improve-
ment in the position, culminating in the
very creditable figures published recently
by the Commonwealth Statistician showing
that not only has there been a £5,500,000
increase in the wealth production of Queens-
land under the present Labour Government,
but that the wealth production of Queens-
land per head is now higher than that in
any other State of the Commonwealth,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)
{751 p.m.J: I think it might be as well
to say a word in reply to one or two state-
ments made by the hon. member for
Hamilton. On more than, one occasion
during his speech he stated that the Trea-
surer had made stupid statements during
the election campaign, and when he
eventually got to those stupid statements
they were something to the effect that the
Treasurer had caused an alteration in the
financial policy of the States throughout
the Commonwealth in July, 1932. The hon.
member for Hamilton read the minutes of
the meeting of the Loan Council in that
month, and a careful perusal of those minutes
will lead one to the conclusion that when
the Premiers were assembled Mr. Lyons
rose at the head of the table, and, making
a dramatic gesture to all of them, asked
them to place their hands upon their hearts
and pledge themselves to continue the finan-
cial policy that was known as the Premiers’
Plan. It was at that point that the Premier
of Queensland ohjected and said it was time
that the plan was converted from one of
dismissing men and restricting employment
to one of putting men into employment, and
giving further employment. The hon. mem-
ber for Hamilton says, “ That was the plan
agreed upon in April.” How could it have
been the plan agreed upon in April when it
tock the Premier of Queensland two days to
convince Mr. Lyons and the rest of the
Premiers of the Commonwealth that it was
not the plan agreed upon in April? The
Queensland Premier’s amendment could have
been disposed of in the twinkling of an eye
if Mr. Lyons had said, “ But we have already
agreed to that.” But they fought the amend-
ment for two days, which shows that it was
not the plan agreed upon in April.

The fact was that the Moore Government’s
policy was to restrict employment, to throw
people out of work, to cut down expenditure
as much as possible;  in their infantile
conception of financial matters they were
following the rule of the man who had got
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his horse down to living upon one straw &
day-—when, of course, the horse died. They
practically had Queensland down to that
very level. Tt is futile for the hon. member
for Hamilton to say that that was the
policy and that any policy introduced by
the Labour Premier of Queensland in July
was merely one of following the policy laid
down in April. Had that policy been laid
down in April there would have been no
need for the Queensland Premier to move

_his amendment, which it took him some

days to get through.

To show that that was the correct policy
I need only remind hon. members that it
has been followed ever since. The only
real Country Party Premier in Australia,
Mr. Dunstan, of Victoria, has also adopted
the Queensland plan, and is attempting to
follow it. Since then the Commonwealth
Government have attempted to follow the
plan, and the latest convert is the Baldwin
Government in England, who have put
forward the election promise that they will
spend £65,000,000 in public works during
the next three years. These men are wise
men, and they can see the advantage of a
good policy. They are not blind leaders.
of the blind. They are prepared to accept
a decent policy.

The hon. member for Hamilton stated
that the deficits amassed by the present
Government during a period of three
vears were practically equal to the

deficits amassed by the Moore Government,
and added that if we took into consideration
the money taken from the Main Roads
Fund by the present Government, their
deficits would exceed those of the Moore
Government, but he forgot to say—I am
not allowed to say that he conveniently
forgot, because that might be improper, but
I can say that he forgot—that his Govern-
ment took £700,000 from trust funds with-
out the authority of Parliament. There is
this difference between the two lots of
deficits: the Moore Government were
returned to power when economic conditions
were fairly satisfactory, but their deficits
grew and grew and grew until they reached
the magnificent total of over £3,000,000,
including one of over £2,000,000. That
deficit of over £2,000,000 has been brought
down to about £500,000 by the present
Government, and that is just the difference.

The hon. member also attempted to
justify the action of the Moore Government
in lending money to the Southern States,
but it was a poor justification. He hoped
that it would get through by reason of the
fact that time had wiped away many
memories. 1t reminds me of the old story
of the man who was chased by a bull and
was just able to get through the fence in
time.” He was extremely thankful, but after
he had got along the road for half a mile
he said to himse?f, “If T had turned round
and dodged the bull I should have got on
much better.”” After he had gone another
half-mile he believed that he had dodged
the bull, and after going another mile or so
he was firmly convinced that he had chased
the bull across the paddock. That is
exactly the position that is taken up by
the hon. member for Hamilton. He knows
that his Government sent money to the
Southern States and practically ruined
Queensland, but he has now convinced him-
self, after a period of three years, that his
Government did the right thing—that not
only did they not send money down South,
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but they went down South and got money
for Queensland. I have never seen the true
position reversed in such a wonderful way
as it has been done by that hon. member.

Mr. WALEKER: Tell us where his statement
was wrong.

The SECRETARY F¥OR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I have done so. The policy
was framed in July, after the Queensland
Premier had moved an amendment and the
matter had been debated for two days, That
is where the hon. member for Hamilton is
wrong.

Let me remind the hon. member of one
or two other statements. I quote now not
from a paper favourable to Labour admin-
istration in Queensland, but from the * Aus-
tralasian Insurance and Banking Record ”
for October, 1935, at page 882. It sets out
figures sbowing ‘the movement in Savings
Bank deposits in the various BStates in
September, 1934, and September, 1935. 1Imn
New South Wales the deposits dropped by
£3,395,000, and in Victoria by £4,675,000.
But the increases in Savings Bank deposits
in Queensland in September, 1935, as com-
pared with September, 1934, were £824,000.
Queensland led all the States of the Com-
monwealth in the matter of an increase in
‘Savings Bank deposits!

My. Nimmo: You know why that is?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Of course I do. Does the
hon. member for Oxley think I do not
know? It is due to the fact that the people
in Queensland have money to put into the
Savings Bank. It is due to the fact that
the workers in Quecensland are putting their
savings into the Savings Bank and have not
been compelled to draw on their Savings
Bank deposits as the workers in New South
Wales and Victoria have done. The reason
is that Queenslanders have the money to
spare to save while the people under
Nationalist Governments in New South Wales
and Victoria have not the money to save up
for a rainy day.

At 8 pm.,

The (JH%IR\I%\T Under the provisions
of the Sessional Orders agreed to by the
House on 28th August the period for the
discussion of the Bill on all stages is
limited to 8 o’clock p.m.

Question—** That the resolutions (7.
Smith's motion) be agreed to”’—put and
passed.

The House resumed.

The CualRMAN reported that the Committee

had come to certain resolutions and asked
leave to sit again.

Resumption of Commitee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.
RECEPTION AND ADOPTION OF RESOLTTIONS.

On the motion of the Treasurer (Hen, W.
Forgan Smith, Mackay), the resolutions were
received, and agreed to.

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 3.
ALL STAGES.

A Bill, founded on the resolutions reported
from the Committee of Ways and Means,
was introduced, and passed through all
stages without amendment or debate,

The House adjourned at 8.8 p.m.

Question of Privilege.
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