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WEDNESDAY, 13 NOVEMBER, 1935. 

::Vh SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
:rook the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QL..:ESTIOX. 

Co:,srrrucTiox oF PARTS FOR Loco,IoTivEs 
BY vVALKERs LnnTED. 

Mr. :\lAXWELL (Toowonu) as!wd the 
:\!iJ:i,tcr for Transport-

" In re-ference to his anslvc-r to rny 
!JlH:stion on Friday last-

1. vYhat is the total amount of the 
orders gi Yen to \Y alkers Limited, 
J>:Iaryborough, for parts required in 
connection with the construction of 
locomotiYes at the Ipswich railway 
'.1\ orkshops? 

2. \Vhat period of time is allowed 
1\~alkcn Limited for the construction 
of m eh parts '" 

The Tvii::\ISTER FOR TRANSPORT 
(Hon. J. Dash, Jfunrlinuburru) replied-

'· 1. £555 15s. 
"2. Xjne \Vecks." 

PAPERS. 

The following papprs were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Fiftieth Report of the Registrar of 
Fricudly Societie;;;, Building Sol'ieties, 
and Industrial and ProYidcnt Socie­
ties, being for the year. 

Fourteenth Annual Report of the Com­
rnio:'3ioner of l\iain Reads, being for 
the year 1934-1935. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table:-

Orders in Council under " The Supreme 
Court Act of 1921." 

Regulation, dated 17th October. 
under " The Trust Accounts 
1923 to 1925." 

1935, 
A eh, 

Regulations, dated 9th October, 1935, 
under "The State Advances Acts, 
1916 to 1934." 

SUPPLY. 

SEYENTEENTH ALLOTTED D.w-REcEPTIOX o;' 
RESOLUTIONS. 

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES 
(:Ylr. Hanson, Ruranda) presented the 
resolutions. reported from Committee of 
Supply on Tuesday, the 12th instant. 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith. J,fackfly): I moYe-

" That the resolutions be now 
received." 

Question put and passed. 

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS. 

The resolutions having been taken as read, 
The TREASURER (Hon. "\V. Forgan 

Smith, Jiackap): I move-
" That the resolutiom be now agreed 

to." 
And hon. members indicating a desire to 

discuss Resolutions 2, 4, 5, 8, 14, 16, 23, 28, 
31, 33, 34, 36, 38, 39, 42, 45, 56, 64, 65, 66, 67, 
68, 69, 70, 71. 72, 73, and 74,-

Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps it would be weil 
that I should mention that these resolutions 
are being taken separately and each hon. 
member has a right to spoak for forty 
minutes on eYery resolution, that the ::VIinister 
in reply has the same time and his speech 
will close the debate on that resolution. 

Resolution 1-" A ide-rle-Camp to His Excel­
ltncy the Oartrnor ''-agreed to. 

Resolution 2-" His Excellency the 
Uort:rno;·-JJalanc, of 1·ntr "-

J\lr. LARCOMBE ( R .. ,clchampton) [10.39 
a.m.]: I desire to raise the question of 
the office of State Gm·ernor. It is not a 
new one, but it is very important, and a 
matter upon which I feel strongly. I think 
the practice of foisting an imported Governor 
npon the people of Queensland should be 
<liscontinucd. It seems to me it is an insult 

Jir. Larcombe.] 
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to the intelligence. the mauhood. and the 
national stahb of Anstralia. It is a con­
stitutional impertinence of the first magni­
tude and sl10nld cease •as early a.s possiblE'. 
As the .Premier is going to London shortly 
I SC'ggcst that his presence there will be 
a conYcnient opportunitv again to raise­
this matter, which is important to Queens­
land and to all other States of the Common­
wectlth. I know that on preYious occasions 
forn1cr Labour Go,~ernments have endea­
Yonrcd to haYe the practice altered and 
induce the authorities to regard Australian 
cit.izens as eligible for that office, but their 
f>fforts \vcre not successful. 

The attitude of the home authorities is 
that they will not consider a change in the 
procedure unless a united request comes from 
all the States of the Commonwealth. I think 
that is begging the question. It is evasiYe and 
side-stepping, and we should not take that 
answer as definite and final. I think each 
Slate of the Commomyealth is entitled to 
determine its own policy in respect of this 
important matter, 'and it is absurd and 
inconsistent to deny the rights to those 
States that desire to !:)ring about a change 
until all the States are agreed. Ono State 
could hold out and thus delay the reform 
inclefinitel,1·. That irritating, annoying, 'and 
disconcerting attitude of the home autho­
rities is causing rnuch apprehcnsio11 and 
discontent in Australia, and is contradictory 
of out alleged self-governing power. 

\Ye have a very fine example of an 
Au,tralian citizen Governor in the gentleman 
t.hat now occupies the important position of 
Governor-General of L\nstralia. That is a 
good example and a sound precedent that 
could be followed in the appointment of a 
State Governor. Sir Isaac Isaacs has 
undoubtedly been a great success. He has 
filled the position of Governor-General with 
ability and dignity and has controverted 
all th<' objections that were raised against 
his appointment, either p<lrsonall;c· or in 
principle, by sycophantic, snobbish snipers 
who attacked the practice of appointing 
Australian citizens to the position. 

It has been mggested that there is some 
d0grec of inconsistency on the part of the 
.l\ ustralian Labour Party. in n1aking the 
request that emanates from myself and 
othel' 1llClllbers of the part~', bccauH") it has 
from time to time elected lcadPrs who were 
not Australian-bern. There is no incon­
sistency at alL In such selections it was 
people of the Commonwealth and the States 
that mado the choice. That is a Yit,allv 
important distinction. If the people of 
Qtwensland desire to have an overseas 
citizen appointed as Stat0 Governor I have 
no objection, but I object to the home 
authorities in1posing GoYcrnors frotn oYer­
seas upon Queensland and other States of 
thr Commonwealth, irrcspecti \'8 of the 
1vishes of the people. If citizens of other 
parts of the world are cli'\"ible and if the 
States of Australia desire to select them, 
let them do it but there should be no 
coercion or forcing in the matter. 

::\" ow, Mr. Speaker, there are two aspects 
of this question-that of principle, and that 
of economy. I have elabomted my view 
from the viewpoint of principle and my 
remarks have no person<Ll significance. I 
am not reflecting on the present or any past 
occupant of the position of State Governor 
cf Queensland. I am discussing the prin-

[M1·. Larcombe. 

ciple, in respect of_ which I haYe elaboratcrT 
m:;· arguments qmte apart from personal 
considerations. From the second vle\vponlt; 
a.lso there io a splendid opportunity for the 
people of Anstralia. They may cc.onoml5o 
by inducing the hon10. ~uthontu ~ 

1 
to 

jnaugurate .1 change of pnnc1ple anU aclopt 
the reform the Australian Labour Party and 
the Queensland Labour Government h~ve 
cndca.Youred from time to time to bnng 
about. If the principle were recognised of 
appointing, say, the Chief Justice of 
Queensland instead of an appom.tee from 
overseas, as the link with His MaJesty that 
is now considered necessary, much n1oney 
could be saved. The cost of Parliamentary 
Government in Australia. to-day is 1approxl­
mateh £LOOO 000 a year and much of that 
mone.v is 'exp'endecl 0!:' th_c office of State 
Governors and on Lcgrslativc Counc!l.s. 11"' 
can do without both with advantage, 

Mr. lYIAXWELL: With disadvantage. 

:\Ir. SPEAKER: Order! 
'Yl:r. L.ARC0:\1BE: With advantage. In 

Queen,land for approximately fifteen yea.rs 
there has been no second Chamber, no Legrs­
lativo Council. 

Ml'. SPEAKER: Order! 

1\Ir_ LARCOMBE: Much of that 
£1 000 000 could be sand if we could effect 
th~ r~form of enabling, say, the Chief 
.Justice of Queensland to perform the dutres 
required of a State GoYernor, To-day th_e 
position is entirely different from what rt 
was prior to fPderation. ~ye ha \'C a 
GO\·ernor-General who rs a lmk between 
the Australian dominions and His :\Iajestv 
and there is not no-..y the san1e nec0::::.sity to 
have imported Governors .. with all tho co.sts 
that surround the carrymg out of the 
duties of that office. \Yhen federatiOn of 
the Australian States was being considered. 
Sir Georgc Dibbs and other. statesmen 
thought it would be unnecessary 111 a system 
of fed0ration to ha,·o the office of State 
Governor continued. That was a sou_nd 
commonsense viewpoint and one to >vh1ch 
effed should be giYen without delay. It i.s 
a refm·m that we should strain every nerve 
to bring about in Queensland. 

It "·ill be said that if we appoint a 
Queensland citizen '" St»te GO\-crnor he 
mav have been a party politican and there­
fore tlwre rnav be a prospPct of tlw oflice 
being dragged through_ t\te mire of party 
politics. That is an msmcere and h;·po­
ci:itic~l objection .. There is no such ,~:'nge.r. 
Sn· Isaac Isaacs JS .an example. I IH?r to 
becoming Governor-General of Australia. he 
was a party politician. but in his lugh office 
he showed a perfect detachment and 1;c_ver 
allowed to obtrude the party polrtrcal 
,attributes that characterised his utterances 
in the Commonwealth Parliament when 
hC' wa, a member thereof. He has sho:vn 
perfect detachment. He has thrown ~s1d0 
for ever the mantle of party pohtrcs anu ha' 
f-illed the office with dignity and sucr:ess, 
He was a brilliant scholar, a great states· 
n1an, and an eminent jurist, and he ~chw\-c'd 
marked success. One regret' the lntterne•' 
of the attack that was made upon him when 
he was appointed, and. the prediction th~t 
failure •wuld follow hrs occupancy of t.w 
office. 

Again, we hayc 
Lieutenant-G OYernor 
Jan1es Blair, IYho 

the example of the 
m Qneenslancl, Sir 

was a strong party 
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politi-. :an, bnt who since he has become Chief 
Jn~tice and oc:upied the position of Lieu­
tPll<nJt-GoYcrnor has neYer for one n1o1nent 
alloweJ party politics to intrude into his 
judgments or decisions. or into his outlook 
on life. social or otherwise. Therefore. I 
Puhnit there should lle no disqualification of 
Queumlnnders and ~lustralians. Thev should 
be e-ligible and should be givPn an oppor­
tunitY to fill those office"-, in the sarne \'va "­
that ·Sit I::;aac Isaacs was. I am confide1~t 
th:Jt tlwy would fill them \Yith equal succl'ss. 

Tlle argument that it is possible tlrat "' 
Quf'enslander, bojng a party politician. 
would besmirch the officE> is further belied 
by the fact that the appointees of the British 
anthorities have quite frequently been party 
po!iticiHns or men who have been in politics 
for many years. Take the present Governor 
·of Queensland, Sir Leslie vVilson. He was a. 
party politician for ten years in England, 
but that fact did not disqualifv him. He 
has not allowed politics to intr·ude into tlte 
discharge of his office in Queensland. ?\or 
\YOuld any true Queenslander of abilitY 
experience, and standing allow such ques: 
tions to intrude into the office to which he 
might. be appointed. Then, again. the 
~nglish authorities appointed Lord Stone­
haven as the Governor-General of Australia. 
He was a party politician before he came to 
Australia. He came to the Commonwealth 
carried out his duties well, returned home: 
and re-entered party politics. So we oJee 
that there is no psychological difficulty, that 
Quecnslanclers or Australians can show just 
a.> perfe~t a detachment from party politics 
as a ppomtees from the other side of the 
world. Therefore, I hope that the Premier 
will raise this question in England and 
endc'JYonr to make the clmnge that I sug­
gest. 

In conclusion, I dE>·ire to say that the 
qn~ction is not a party political one. One 
of tho most powerful advocates of the change 
I m gc was \Villi am \Vatt, one time Acting 
Prinw Minister of Australia, one time acting 
leader of the anti-Labour Party in this Com­
monwealth. He was most insistent upon the 
necessity for the reform, and other power­
ful leading lights in the anti-Labour Partv 
ha n been just as emphatic in their suppm;t 
of it. I hope it will receive favourable 
-c·GnFideration. 

::\11-. FOLEY (.T ormanby) [10.52 a.m.]: I 
desirE' to support the remarks of the hon. 
mo·nber for Rockhampton, and in doing so 
] do not wish to ado11t any mean petty 
naticnal outlook. I am not objecting to an 
individual. I realise that most of the men 
\Yl1o haYc come frorn overse1.s to take up 
rhe no.'-itions of Governor-General of Aus­
rra!i<~ and C:iovcrnor of this Stat(~ haYe been 
men of splendid character ancl have dis­
char;rcd their dutiP9 admirably and to the 
L"'lefit of Australia. But there is an out­
::ta.ntiiHg scntin1ent in Australia that Aus­
traliam should be appointed to these posi­
tion', u;cn with an Australian outlook who 
''"h"" tf,m·ing the State or the Common­
wealth will be able to communicate that 
~;1111C ontlook to the rising generation. Most 
,of our overseas G ovcrnors and Governors­
Ge!lcrel have uncloubtedlv had what one 
nJ ight ternl an in1pe'l:ialistic outlook, 
a1tlw~;gh _there has not been any great 
Pvidenco that thev have endeavoured to 
obtnlde it when n!aking visits to different 
pari' of the State, and th0 sentiment that 
lve ;;.·}vJuld have an Australlan-born with an 

..Australian outlook in ::;nch a position IS very 
stronv 

As 
0

iHlS been already pointed out. tlw 
Lieutenant-Governors of Qupen~land have 
carried out their duties with the highc.~t 
honour to this State and the people gene­
rally. \Ye lraYe. therefore. s.hmrn to tho 
authorities responsible for the appoinhnent 
of Governors that \Ye can produce ruen quitu 
capable of filling the positions. 

Tho Inrperial authorities have decided 
that when the majority of the Australian 
StatPs agree that the ~y;;;tent of appoinr.iug 
Australian Gonornors slwuld be adopted they 
\Yill concur in that Yicw. hut whv should 
Queensland wait until the majorit~· of the 
Australian States are in agreC'Hll'llt on the 
point' In my travels. at public gatherings, 
and in private eonversation I have heard 
Ycry strong vie\VS in favour of the appoint­
ment of Australian citizens as GoYernors of 
thP various States, and in view of the very 
strong demand in this direction I suggest 
that the Premier raise the matter again with 
the Imperial authorities during his next visit 
to London. He should endeavour to induce 
them to alter their decision to concur in the 
appointment of Australian citizens only when 
the majority of the Australian States agree 
and to decide that if the feeling in Queens­
land is strong this State should have the 
right to norninate one of its citizens to thi8 
high office. 

:VIr. KING (.lfarec) [10.56 a.m.]: ::\o poli­
tical party can be accnsed of disloyalty in 
holding that the citizens of this country 
should be appointed to the high offices of 
Governor and Governor-(~eneral. I take the 
view that such an office should be frlled bY " 
gentleman tvho has re11dered clistingnislled 
servico to the State or Commonwealth. I do 
not suggest that that individual must be a 
native-born Queenslander or Australian. but 
he should be a person who has rendered 
a distinguished service to this country. I 
think it is recognised by eYerybod,- that the 
Government of a State arc consulted bv the­
home authorities before the actual ,:hoice 
is made, and the appointee always reccrvf:'::l 
the approbation of both the State (~0\·ern­
mcnt and the home authorities. 

2\fo one can justly criticise the appoint­
ment of Sir Isaac I:-;aacs as Governor­
General on the ground that he "''" not 
capable of filling the position because he was 
an Australian-born citizen. This very 
eminent gentleman was born in the smail 
to·wn of Beech\vorth, in \:"ictoria, vvorked 
assiduously. and by determination and 
ability beeame a learned jurist and sta.tes­
nJan. and evcntuallv \Va:5 elevated to the 
l,ighest public position m Australia-
Governor-General. His term of office is 
drawing to a close, but in the evening· of his 
life he has the sati .. faction of kno\Ying that 
he enjoys the undoubted conficlcnco of all 
sections of the Australian public. Tlwro are 
many other eminent and reputable gentlP­
men who could quite fittingly fill the posi­
tions of Governor and G overnor-Genpral, 
gentlerncn who have rendered distingui~hed 
set'Yice to this countrv, and on that account 
are more capable than others of under­
standing the requirements of the Australian 
public. A Governor from overseas has to 
acquire practically the whole of his know­
ledge of Australian requiremPnts after hi., 
arrival. hut-if a special knowledge i' 
required for the rwrformance of the office 
of Governor in a satisfactory and efficient 

Jlr. J[?'ng.] 
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nuu1ucr-t l1c p('l'30ll who has g1 \-en year~ of 
serYice to t1Jc 8tate j~ better able to decide 
upon the rcquirl'llH'llt' of our people and 
undt'rstancl their difficultic:-3 than the nw~t 
<·apablc man from OYersca•, I hope• that in 
the not YPl'Y distant future a Queensland 
citizen will be appointed to this high and 
honourable position. I am satisfied that 
when his term expired no one would be 
justified in Niticising his administration on 
the ground that it was inferior to tl>e work 
that may have bc<•n done by any Governor 
fron1 oYerseas. 

:\Tr. POWER (Baroona) [11 a.m.]: In 
SUp)Jorting the criticism of th0 appoint­
ment of GoYernors fron1 oYcrseas I have no 
intention or desire to ca~t anv reflection 
on the present occupant of tlie office of 
Governor of this State. It has been said, 
and will be said again. that the appoint­
ment of a local gentleman as Governor will 
savour of party politics. Let us analyse the 
appointments made from overseas over a 
number of years, Their politics have always 
been of the Conservative type, They hav<' 
usuallv sat in the British House of Commons 
m· House of Lords, and have not been sup­
porters of the Labour Partv. We have in 
Australia men with qualific-ations equal to 
those of any imported gentleman. An all­
Australian should be appointed to the office 
of Governor because hP is more conversant 
with the wants and conditions of the people. 
I agrpc with the hon. member who has just 
resumed his seat that some gentl0mcn who 
has rendered invaluable service to Queens­
land should receiYe preferment when the 
appointment is being considcrl'd. I have no 
h0sitation in contending that the Chief 
Justice, Sir James Blair, v;ould make a 
YC'ry excellent Governor. I hope that the 
Premier will use his best endeavours in 
having a locally born resident appointed to 
the office. 

:\Ir. BRASSIKGTON (Portitude rail' y) 
[11.3 a.m.]: The Labom Party stands for 
m'tnY well-defined principles. one of which 
is that an Australian should be appointed 
to the office of Govcrnor-GenNal or 
Governor. The party had t,hc OlJpOrtunity 
of putting that principle into effect when 
Sir Isaac Isaacs. the• ex-Chief J usticc of 
t_he High Court,- 1v.ts appoi11tcd G-oYprnor­
(iencral of Australia. Everv citizen, irre­
spective of his political opinions, will agree 
that that appointnwnt was one of thP finest 
that has eYer been made in the interests 
of the Commonwealth. Sir lsaflc Isaacs is 
a hig A~stralian. a rnan possc~sing many 
vahwd gifts, and he has filled the office in 
such a rnanncr that it has been univerr:allv 
agreed that he has given in it still mor0 
splendid service to Australia. His appoint­
ment disposed of the argument often 
brought forward th>1t At"traliam cannot 
discharg·e the duties of the office of 
Governor-GPneral or Governor of a State. 
'The splendid service rendered bv Sir Tmac 
Isaacs proves the ea so of the Labour Pa.rtv 
that future appointments to that high and 
dignified office should be made from among 
n1en resident- in Au:;:tralia. 

Hon. mem~ers opposite very often attempt 
to make thts Yery Important question a 
matter of party nolitics. It is not a matter 
of party politic> 7 it concerns a matter that 
is 1nore in1portant-A.ustralian .senti'n1enr. 
Every citizen of this great Conunonwealth 
who ~elie\-es in its future destiny recognises 
that 1t must be developed to enable it to 
propTess until it attains the highest possible 

[}vfr.King. 

po~~ition an1ong tlH' nation::; c1£ the: '' <.JrltL 
rrlw Ln Lour P:lrt' bclicYl'S in tlw i'r(•ation 
of an Australian vsentirnent~. and that being 
::-.o we arc on !"Ound gTound in adYocating 
the purwit of that objective by Uw appoint­
ment of Australian residents to the respon­
sible office of GovPrnor-General or State 
Governor, There is nothing wrong with that 
principle. It is sound and progres.3iYe and 
\Ve can giYf' as an exan1ple of its succe~s the 
history of the practice in the United States 
of .\merica, 'Yherc Governors arc elected by 
the peoplP. Hon. members opposite cannot 
point to an instance ·where that principle 
has been again:-:t the bPst interc~ts of rho··+· 
States, The Labour l'artv in Australia is 
not t}w only one in the Enlpire that bc·lic-Yes 
that appointment to th0 office of Governor 
should be made from local resideHl': tho 
principle is Yer:v strongly ;,uppol'it'd in 
Canada, another British Dominion. One of 
the Canadian lll'OYinccs, Alberta. departed 
from the principle of importing Gon,rnors 
and appoint0d a local resident, th<' appoint­
ment proving suC'cc~sful. .l'\o argun1cnt uu1 
be adduced to prove that tlw prim·inlP is 
110t sound or that it is against the. best 
interests of the people. 

Hon. mcmbPrs oppo>ite continually assail 
the Labour Party for its attitude on this 
matter. The Opposition approve of the 
principle of irnporting rnen frorn oYcrseas 
to carrv out the duties of Governor in this 
State. · Their imperialistic outlook deter­
mines their attitnde; they regard the matter 
from ·an imperial point of view that is not 
in the !)est interests of the CommonweaJth 
of Australia. The Prime l\Iinister. :Ylr. 
Lyons. while touring the old country 
recently, hawked the position of Governor· 
General from one person to another. and 
became the laughing-stock of the people. 
Surely hon. members opposite do not 
approve of that conduct! 

'I'he appointment of Sir Isaac lootac; as 
GoYernor-Genernl of Australia vYa~ one 
of tbe finest that has been made in the 
history of the Commonwealth. That gentle­
man demonstrated brvond doubt that an 
Australian can fill the' position with credit 
to himself and honour to the Connnon· 
wealth, and that the ties with the mother 
country are not impaired by such a choice. 

I sith:ercly hope the Labour Part,v will 
have the opportunity of carryjng our. its 
policy, and that not only shall "" have a 
Governor-General selected from the Aus­
tralian people, but that our State Govenwrs 
will be ·appointed from 'Yithin Australia 
a11d will b€' 111011 conYersant \Vith Au::;tra•lian 
sentiment and conditions. The priucipl{ i~ :l 

sound one and is favoured bv the Austnlian 
people. It is only opposed' by imperiali>ts 
who favour a polie- that is inimical to tlio 
welfare of Amtralia. 

Mr. WATERS (Kelvin Grore) [11.10 a,m.]: 
The principle advocated by the hon 
member for Rockhampton is supported by 
the aver,age Australian citizen. ?\o n·.rson .. 
able, still less a cogent argument, f' ~~~ be 
put forward a!rainst an Australian citizen 
being appointed- to the position of Governor 
of the State. In this regard I wish to refer 
to the indecent haste shown bv the Moore 
Administra.tion in appointing 'to th.- posi· 
tion of Governor of this State the present 
occupant of that office when the matter was 
one that should have been the concern of 
the incoming Government. The Moore 
GoYernment had the audacity to appoint a 
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Governor instead of allowing the people's 
will. as rdlected at that election, to be put 
i11to execution. 

It is argued against the practice of 
appointing an Australian citizen to the office 
of Go>ernor or Governor-General that some 
pereon connected with party politics might 
qe appointed. It would be horrifying- to the 
'Jppositwn if -rt Labour man wore appointed 
to the rbJ10nsible office of Governor! Hon. 
members opposite o>erlook the fact that 
most of the appointments in recent years 
have been of men who had been connected 
with political organisations in the o!d 
country; if not dircctl;,- connected with 
them as party representatives, they have 
,hown allegiance to some brand of poli· 
tical organisation. Lord Stonehaven is a 
case in point. He was a very active member 
of the Conservative organisation in England 
before his appointment as Governor-General 
of this country. 

ThE- TREASCRER: He is chairman of it 
nov,~. 

1Ir. ·wATERS: Yes. He did not secure 
the po't he• a'pired to. and as a sop he 
was offered the position of GoYernor-Genera] 
of Australia. That is typical of the motives 
of cxpedi('ncy that ha,e dictated the appoint­
Inent. of Governors-General and State 
GoY~lfllOl':"i O\rer tlw past t-wcitty or thirty 
years. The present occupant of the office 
in Queensland was for 1nany years a poljti­
cian in England-n1any of his past suc­
ce~~cs ·wPre won in party polltic;:.;-but that 
has not debarred hin1 in anv \Yav fron1 
carrying out the~ fnnrtions assLociat.!;d -with 
the office. There is the instance in K l'W 

South \\~ales where a State Gon•rnor 
endcaYoured to dictate B policy to the GO\'Crn­

ment of the dav. Lord Strick1and \vas told 
tu rnind his Own business, and pro1nptl~ 
bundled home. Since tlwn no GoYcmor ha> 
attempted to dictate policy to the Adminis­
tration. 

::\o OllC' can ju~tif:v the appoilltnH)ut of an.v 
ot!wr tluui a lo('al citizPn. I would not 
:rt'"trirt the• a}IT10lntn1C'nt to a person boru 
in ...:-\.u~tralia-no one should take that uarrow 
Yie'Ypoint. .. A.u~, Att")tra1ian citizen. a Jnan 
thrt ha:'i Leen rc~irlent in Australia and has 
had the franchise ancl has taken part in the 
drYt·loptncnt and the welfare of the country. 
~hcuid bt> Plig-ible fo1· appointnl!'nt. pro­
vided lw ha_, tlw qnalifioticns for the posi­
tion. 

Po\Yl'r." and functions of State Governors 
l1are rnatcrial1y changed i11 recent years. 
The powers are con si dcrabl.'' lessened, and 
the rPS]lOllSibilities have decreased since 
fP<leration. prior to which each State exer­
ci'-f·d the powers now po,.sesscd by the 
Connnonwcalth GovPrnmcnt. \-:--ery definitf'ly 
do I sav that to-dav the oflicc of GoYcrnor 
:is a :::i~ccnre. and ihcrc 1s no rf'ason why 
an Australian citizen should not be entitled 
to the emoluments and the credit attached 
to the position. 

Having regard to these facts and the fact 
that the office is tn<:rel.'' a connecting link 
bet,vccn the State Go\·erninent and tlF' 
Dominions Office the duties could well b<' 
discharged by an Australian citizen. I look 
fon\·ard to the clav-I trust it is not far 
distant-\vhen this Government will have a~> 
opportuntv to giYe a lead to the other Aus­
tralian States and appoint an Australian 
citizen to the ofticc of GoYernor of tla• State 
o£ QueeJ1sla11d, ju~t as a Conuuonwealth 

Labour GoYcrninrnt appointed a.n Australian 
citizen in Sir Isaac Issacs to the office of 
GoYernor-General. 

::\lr. GODFREY ::IIOHGAX (Dalb,ii) [11.17 
a.m.l: \Vhen the refPrcndum was beittg !told 
on t.hc fon11atio11 of the Conlmon\VC'ahh of 
An;;.tralia we were told by all pro1nincnt 1nen 
that a vote in favour of the proposal would 
enable the offices of State Governors to be 
abolished. and there would be a Gon'rnor· 
Clenoral for the whole of the Australian 
States. Th0re is no doubt that this \\~oulcl 
dfcct pconomv. I am ctill of opinion dtat 
it. would be a good thing jf the State~ of 
Australia agreed to aboli-,h the office of 
Rtate GoYcrnor. and allow the GoYPrnor­
Gencral to act for all the States. This 
would mean that the Governor-General would 
live in each State for a period of the year. 
There is no reawn whv he should not. By 
so doing he would become better acquainted 
with the various States. 

Those who advocate the continuancp of 
the practice of appointing men from on!r­
seas consider that such an appointee on the 
expiration of his term of officf'. and on his 
return to Great Britain, is a ycry good 
ambassador for the State. It is contended 
that he is able to impart knowledge and 
information to the people in other counuics 
and in that wav does good service for the 
State•. There may be something in that 
argument. but if any change is t~ be made. I 
favour the abolition of the posthon of State 
Qo,·prnor. The expenso of n1aintaining it 
would be sa vecl. and the money could be 
used in other wa''' with benefit to Qtwem" 
land. If the Treasurer is in favour of 
abolishing- the position of State Governor, I 
~uggf'st fhat he raise the 1natter at· ~on1c 
future conft>rf'ncc. The GoYt~rnor-GPnPral 
could do all the work that is ncce"ar:L 
without being oyenYorkcd in a~1y . a:~:. ~Ic 
could a~;;;ent to Bill-:. anrl ncg·otiatc \nt·h 
the Imp0rial Govemntent on bchc!f of 
Quc•emland. I hope that tlw Treasure:· wd! 
ClltlcaYClnr to bnn_g about the fulhhnen1. of 
the prorni,;;f' t-hat wa;;. Jnadt>. to thC' ..:\u::-t.l~ahan 
people prior to federatwn that tf Wl! 

approved of it ''"" should be rehcH•d of tlw 
rc.;,pon~ihility and "':xpen~c of a S1 \tL' 

Gon.'rno1·. 

:\lr. GLRDP-0::-\ (J}'sl(i,·h) [11.2:} :un.l: T 
cmJgTatuiate the hon. lllC'InlH'r fur Hc•ck­
lli-Hllpton upon rais1n_g- thi:' 1natter. and. ·~ !·~·o 
Fi0n. lnC'Jubcrs oppO"ltt~ upon the UiHu;~nut.y 
,,-ith which it is bein£r discussed. E\-ory 
hon. member of the- Opposition who has 
~pokcn this morning has agre_ed ·w1th lJPn. 
members on the GoYcrnn1cnt stdc th ·t. :,O_rno 
chang:c shoulrl b•• made. It is grat:fylllg 
to know that Parliament is so unanimous. 
T ;un 110t 0110 of tho:-;e \YIJO con:-:1rL·r that 
the fact that a man has been a m~mber 
of Pe.rliament sl;ould l>P a bar to his aecept­
iug· any appoinbn0nt. I an1. pt·epH~'Pcl to 
lwliPYe that if a member of ihts Parhanwnt 
was appointed Goyernor of this State. the 
question of party politics would not. he ru:sed. 
If the Leader of the Oppes1hon ''"as 
appointed Go•.·crnor of Queensbnd. T. am 
sure that he \Yould fill the dnt1cs of d:at 
position with the greatest succe~s .. desp1t~ 
the fact that he had been a pohttcian for 
manv v<"ars. On thP other hand-instearl of 
appOinting a m:.tn v,rho \Ya~ partly an 
importation. owing to the fact that he came 
from Yictoria-suppose that the hon. mem­
ber for StaHlcv. ,vho is. a Quecn.slandcr. was 
appointed. His photograph appeared in 

M1·. Gled-son.] 
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the paper the other da:,' as beir:g in the 
\'i(-1'-Rcgal party at the }lelbourne Cup, 
and he looked e-:ceptionallY well with his 
top bat ancl spat~. lie i:; ~a Quc0ndander 
:'dl(' c~1uld rnix in ~ociety a.ncl take part, 
ut socHtl e\,.ents. and I ::-nn SLll'C that he 
\.ould do credit tu the position. 

I haYe con1e in contact with a. Illllllber 
of estimable gentlemen >vho ha Ye bP en 
appointed Governors of Queensland. E" cry­
one of those gpntlemen, wlwther he had been 
L'ngagcd in I)QlitiC',,, or uot. carried out hi~ 
dutir•.s as Govemor of Queensland >Yithout 
taint of politics. But that does not alter 
tlw attitude of hon. members on this side 
of the House. \V e do not east am reflec­
tion upon any geHtlernau \Yho h"Us been 
appointed by His Majesty the King to repre­
. .;;(•nt hin1 in Queensland, but "\Y(' do say 
that His -Majesty could select a Queens­
lander who would earn· out the clutic, of 
Con•mor of QueE'nslancl. as well a' the men 
who come from the other side of the world. 
In fact. I consider that Queenslanders would 
earn them out more efficient! v because thev 
lnw>~· the country. they know thP peo11l~ 
and the conditions thev live under. \Vhen­
eycr an appointment i~ made from the old 
-country the irnportcd GovcrnoJ· uJnsidcr~ 
Lis first dl'tv to be to tour the whole ol ilw 
State in m:der to become acquainted with 
the Queensland people and Queensland con­
ditions. He is thus able to speak at social 
~atl1erings and at other places \vith a rorn­
plete knowledge of their difficulties and 
rcquirE'Inents; and these are thP. n1ajor 
duties of a Governor to-dav. Th~C em·;v 
Governors of the Australiari' colonieo, wer(, 
able to exercise the power of !if~ and dPat!J 
onr c\ustralian subjects. but in the course 
of tinH' responsible government was cvolYPd. 
In the very early days of Australia thP 
go;Tcrn1uent was that of the Governor and a 
110rn1natecl rouncil. but to-dav de1nocratic 
rule prc.-ails. and -the will of 't.he pcop!P is 
exprc:-.;;cd through tneir reprc~cntatives 
elec-ted on the broad franchise•. The 
GoYernors of to-day, as heads of the Execu­
tivo Councils. have verv dcfinitC' instructions 
from the home authoritoics as to their duties. 

I agr0e with hon. memb'!rs opposite that 
the political outlook of the people of Aus­
tralia has changed considerably since the 
days of federation. The appointment of 
''" "\u>tralian citizen to represent the King 
in the high and import1mt position of 
Gon•mor-General has been so satisfactory 
that the people of this State have every 
right to insist that onP of our own citizens 
should be appointed to the office· of Governor. 
\Yhat sound argument can be adduced 
against the contention that a local citizen, 
bom of British stock. imbued with ideals 
that arc common to- British people, and 
with a considerable experience of the condi­
tions of our people, should be denied that 
opportunit:· ., I am satisfied lhat \Ye have 
ainong:-:;t u~ many e1ninent gentlemPn who 
-could discharge the duties of that high 
oflice ,yjth credit to th<mrselves and benefit 
to the people. Sir Arthur :i'vlorgan acted 
as Lieutenant-Governor and the Hon. William 
Lennon, a member of the Labour Partv 
also acted in that important capacity during· 
the absence of the Governor. The Hon. 
'\Yilliam Lennon was a man of excellent 
bueiness capacity, and was a member of this 
Parliament. He carried out his duties as 
Lieutenant-Governor with credit to himself 
with honour to his party, and with bcnefif 
to the people generally. The \Yhip of the 

[JI r. Gleclson. 

party opposite is a man who devoted a 
consrderable pm tion of hrs time to his own 
busim•,s pnor to his entry into this Parli11-
ment. H1s 1\Iajcst, the King could. if he 
thought fit. appoirit the hon. member to 
represent him in this country. vVhat more 
fitting person could be selected for the impor­
tant office of Governor tha-n an hon. 
member who is able to say, ":My business 
was ahvays above-board. Nobody can point 
the finger of scorn at me for anything that 
I did while I was in business. I can hold 
my head up and say that everything that 
I did >Yas right and proper? " He has 
]Wrformed his duties as a legislator in this 
Par:ian1C'nt in a vcrv efficient 1nanner frmn 
his point of view, and I am satisfied that 
he would endeavour, as a Queenslander, to 
earn out the duties of Governor with the 
same honesty of purpose. 

We could continue talking about this 
mrttter for a Yf'r:V long 1 iine, but smne hon. 
members on this side of the Committee are 
anxious to deal with other votes. and do 
not wish us to take up too much time on this 
important question. I hope that during the 
coming years we shall be able to sa" not 
only that we have men in Queensland who 
are competent to fill the high and honoured 
office of representative of His Maj<>stv the 
King in this State, but that they have" done 
so. I am sure that we should be able to 
say that no appointee from overse<ts could 
do it better. The people of Queensland as 
a whole would be gratified at the appoint­
ment of a Queensland citizen and neither the 
prestig·e of the State nor that of the Govern­
ment would suffer from it. 

Mr. BEDFORD (TVarngo) [11.31 a.rn.]: 
The whole system of appointing Governors 
from overseas is a relic of the colonial days 
when apparently the Colonial Office in 
London did not consider that there was 
anybody in Australia good or worthv enoug·h 
to be a G-ovPnlor of an A ustrali ar~ colon v. 
The State·' of Australia have long ceased to 
be colonies and are now a Cornrnonwealth­
which means a republic, a term that has not 
been applicctble to Britain since the Crom­
wellian clan before the restoration of that 
Christian Mone_rch, Charles II., as King of 
England. 

The whole svstem of importation of 
Governors could 'well have its reply if Aus­
tntlia. Canada, and South Africa said, " vVe 
intend to appoint the next King of England, 
lmt you are going to keep on paying 
for it." That is precisely the po·ition here. 
Somebody else appoints the Ciovernor­
Gcneral of Australia or a State Governor, 
and the Australian citizen is graciously 
permitted to haYe the honour of paying hi,; 
salary and upkeep. Generally, thc> status of 
the rnen so appointcd-cel·tainh~ thP GoYPl'­
nor,,-Gcneral--ha~ been :::o llH'd!Ocn.• that ]t, 
is ahnost i1npossiblc to ask a man in th·~ 
street who "as the last imported Governor­
General anU get a reply-he cannot gi\'P you 
a nan1e. The i1uportr-d Goyernor ha~ nv:u1e 
such little effect on the \Yhole course of 
Australian Jiff' that hr i:-: forgotten the 
day aftct' bi:": dcpartun•. :\o,;- the great 
shining ("';:ample of a big 1nan us Go1 crnor­
Gencntl of this Commonwt•alrh has on! 
been shown in one case, the ease of tho 
present Governor-General, Sir Isaac Isaacs. 
I-Iis accPssion to that position Inust lJe an 
C'-ample to the Australian boy for all 
ti1ne. If e wa~ a son of very poor parents. 
St•1f-Pdncated in t1u_- bc~·inninti-. h0for0 he \vn,;:; 
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o-:;t nf l.i~ tC(·nE-: he \Ya.-; 0ar11in;..:: 111-, liYincr by 
tPachin~· men much older tlun him~rl( 
nbtaint'~i uuiYc'rsity degrees. und \Yas a vrac-
11:-;ing barrister a.t tWC'nty-fonr years of agcJ 
Attorney-Gennal of the State of Victoria, 
AtrorncY-Gcncral of the Commonwealth, 
Chid Justice of the High Court. and fmally 
GoYcl·nor-Goneral of ~l.u,,tralia. All his 
predecessors-and the people who come after 
hirn if they are importcd-\Yill ncycr }Ja Ye 
1 per cent.· of the importance or the effort 
on the Australian life of the future that 
the appointmeut and t!w :serYices rendered 
h·:- Sir Isaac l.5aacs as GoYcrnor-Gencral 
JtaYc giYcn. 

If we wish to behold the esteem in which 
Anstrali><n Governors haYe been held. we 
haYe ouh· to look back on the people' who 
haY(' heeJ1 a.ppointed. Sornetirne';) they tn~re 
1Hn a] or rnilitary officers ternporari1y out of 
a job because, unfortunately. then: was 
peace aucl not war, and at other times party 
hac-ks whom the British Gm·ernmcnt desired 
to plac-ate with jobs, or get rid of as 
po~sible riyals and dangerous to haYc about 
the premise': anyhow. And if we want to 
learn the general esteem in which the 
Dominions Office in London holds Australian 
(;onmwrs we need only look at the rate 
at ,,-hieh lhoy appraise them. \Ve have only 
to r<'mernber that the ex-GoYernor of Nms 
South \Yales, Sir Philip Game, on his return 
to London was promoted to be Commi"ioner 
of Police.' Presumably a GoYernor-General 
on his return to England could be appointed 
a ~upcrior adYisC>r to inspectors of nuisances. 

The TREASGRER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, Jiackay) [11.36 a.rn.]: The matter 
raised by the hon. member for Rockhampton 
and 1 he debate that has ensued an? n~rv 
important to the members of this House. 
The hon. member has clra,cn attention to 
au aspect of goYornmcnt within Australia 
that deserves tho attention of cverv citizen. 
There has lleYcr been any arubiguhy about 
the attitude of the Labour Party in Aus­
tralia. towards it. The appointment of 
Gon'rnors frorn arnongst .. Au~tralian citizens 
has been on the Labour platform for many 
;ears, both in Queensland and the other 
States. ln short, that platform lays it 
down that so long as thf' offin• of Goveruor 
\ nnti11ues, a Queensland or \ustra!ian 
<itizcn should lw eligib:e fur appointmcut 
tu it. There is 110 reac,·,on ·wfn~ an Au~tra­
iian citizen should not be appointed to any 
such vosition. 

It is argue-d that it is clc,irable to ha Ye 
men '>l'ho haYe not been associated with 
;JnY divi~ion of political opi11ion within the 
ColnuiOllWealth. TJntt a.rgun1ent cannot be 
1--H~tained, for the si1nple reason that first 
of all you need mon of ability, ancl that 
llll'll of nbilit~' and sn·ong charctcter Ycry 
natura !I v ha Ye definite political opinions, 
:and exj)n'~~ thorn, too; s<J that argurnent 
ialls to the ground. Anybody \Yho is worth 
while at all has definite Yiews about poli­
tics and about the organisation of society 
of ''"hich, of course, political opinion is a 
rnere expr0ssion. 

\Ye find in the judiciar}, which is prob­
abh- the most importaut arm of the aclmini"­
tra1-ioll of the law. rnen wl10 haYc taken 
a prominent part in politics-both on ti1e 
High Court bench and the Supreme Court 
benches of the States. Generally speaking, 
those appointments haYe b<!<'n justified by 
results. The1·e is no reason whv a n1aa 
who has been a prominent men;bcr of c.. 

GoYernment should not be eligible for thu 
position of a judge, and "·hen so app~Hnred 
should uot adminisler the law with 
ability, di,netion. and impartiality. It is 
the duty of a judge to administer the law 
impartia]h, and honourably, apart alto­
gether from any opinion that he might have 
as to the wisdom or otherwise of that law. 
The same thing holds good of a Governor. 
There have been precedents in Australia 
for the practice for which wo contend, and 
no one can argue that the States that e'ta.b­
lished those precedents suffered thereby. In 
Victoria for 1nanv Years Sir \\1illian1 JrYine 
carried out the "duties of Lieutenant­
Governor with credit to himself and advan­
tage to the State. That gentleman was a 
judge at the time he was appointed Licn­
tenant-GoYernor, but previously played otn 
important part in the politics of Australia. 
and was for a period Premie1· of Victoria. 
There have been examples of Lieutenant­
Governors in every State. including our 
own, and Queensland has never suffered in 
consequence. The most recent appointnwnt 
was in 'VVestern Australia, where the ex­
Premier of the State. in the person of Sir 
J ames Mitchell, has been appointed Lieu­
tenant-Governor. I\' o one, not even his 
political opponents, takes any objection to 
that appomtment, and no one can say that 
the Gm·ernmont of the da v m \V estorn 
Australia affairs suffer a.ny" loss because 
the ex-Leader of a different party is Lieu­
tonant-Gm·ernor of that Staco. \Ye are all 
in fa your of that practice; nothing but 
good can re•·ult from it. 

It is quite true-no one will argue to the 
contran-that the men who have been 
appointed to Queensland as GoYPrnors have 
been en1inent men, and have carried out 
their duties with discretion, and inYariably 
with conspicuous ability. rro argue in 
fa.vour of a locally appointed Gove1·uor is 
not to argnc aga.inst the present inrnrnbent 
of the position. Sir Leslie \Yihun has 
occupied it with credit lo himself and 
benPfit to the State, ancl he has gained 
tho enrmuiun1s generallv speakiug. of 
all 'ections of the communih. 

T think it w,ts the lion. mClll~bl'r for JJalbY 
who llJadc iJw sugge:"tioa that [ Inight tak·-,~ 
i11e n1att<>r up. if I faYmu·pc{ it. at a Prc'nHPrs· 
ConfnPnce. It ha·. horn discu.-<cd ai nll'iou 
Pn'111lcr:;;' Couf('rcnc(-.. It }w~ lwen di:::cu,,·,cd 
i f'TWL'Cn the l~oYcrHmrllh and th(' Sc('l'Ptarv 
(Jf .~tat(" fnr the DoHiinioJJ:::. TilL' Yictoria;l 
1 1 arli;;n-~cnl on three ~cparatc occasion~ OH 
Jlotl·t ,ut v divi~ion:", decla,red in fa rou1· 
(1f an Austra]jan citizen being appointed 
(;u,·et·um· of tlwt State. Probablv the hon. 

for Rockhamptol> "·ill rcn'lCmlwr the 
on \'vllid1 I pcr:-~onall.1. rai.:'ed the 

wnttf'r with :\.lr. Anlf'l'Y, Recrctary of StatP 
for the DmHillions. ,,·hen ho wa,;.: Yisiting 
.\.n>tralia. His reply w~ts that the Imperia't 
UuvernnlC'nt deniPf] that anv An~tralia11 
citizen was debarred h·o111 any~ appointment 
t!10 · nught 1uakc to An~tralia i)r cl~w,Yhero 
<J.ncl \\'Cl'P vrcparcd to <'0nsid0r the appoint~ 
n1cnt of Australian:-: as Gov-ernors :£ a 
clellnite opinion of all the C01·crnmcnts was 
expressed in fa YOlH of it. That is the posi­
tion as it st::tnds to-daY. \7""ietoria .. Tasmania, 
\Yc~tPrn Australia. a1~d Otwcns1and haYe on 
fonne1· occnsions recon1n1~nded the appoint­
n~cnt of one of their citizc11s and thev can 
still do w. And that is the position' that 
"·e a:s a GoYcrnn1cnt take up. In the eYcnt 
of a ya-:-·anf''-" occurring at an\- tirne in 
Qneenoland while the Labour Pa'rty remain 

Hon. 11'. Porgan Smith.] 
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the GoYernment a recommendation will be 
made in faYour of the appointment of an 
... :\u~tralian {'itizPll to the positiou. 

f!O\'ER:'-I)JEXT MEMBER8: Hear, hear! 

The TREASURER: There is no doubt full 
a.nd )lrobably favourable consideration would 
be given to such a reconnnendatio11. 
l\lembers generally understand the practice 
of rnaking the a,ppointn1ont. For 1nany yC'arM 
past 1 a~ tl1c rcsnlt of one unfortunate 
aprloinrment, it has been the practice to 
snhmit to the Uon•mment of the day the 
narne or nan1es of a gentleman or gentle~ 
men that the Imperial Government propose 
to rPCOlnrnerul to the King for apvoinhnent. 
If any objection is lodged by the Govcrn-
111Cllt to any of the norninecs I a~;;;u1ne the 
1n1r1Prial G~vernrnent. would not. subrnit that 
name to the King, In the Commonwealth 
it "the function of the Commonwealth Prime 
Mini>ter to make a recommendation and not 
the Secretary of State for the Dominions, 
If the Australian Prime Minister cares to 
exercisG that authority he can make a direct 
recommendation to the King without thE' 
intenention of the Secretary of State for 
the Dominions, but in the case of a State 
the recommendation is made through the 
Dominions Office, 

The functions of a GoYernor are defined in 
the Constitution and the instructions to 
Governors, but changes have taken place in 
recent years in the practice, particularly 
sine<' the passing of the Parliament .\et in 
Great Britain, the Act that abolished the 
\'eto of the House of Lords and sets up for all 
time that the complete control of finance 
lies with the elected representatives of the 
people, At that time King Ed" ard VIL 
gave certain assurances to the Pnmc 
Minister and those assurances laid down 
principles that should be followed by Vice­
Regal representatives in any part of the 
British Empire, I am entirely in favour of 
the filling of vacancies by the nomination of 
Australian citizens, 

Resolution 2 (His Excellency the Governor 
-Balance of Vote) agreed to, 

He solution 
agreed to. 

3-" Executite Council''-

Resolution 4-" Leyislaticc Assernbly "-

:\I1·, :\iAXvYELL (To01rony) [llA8 a.nL]: 
As this may be my last opportunity this 
session I de··ire to bring under the notice 
of the House an incident that took place 
during the absence of the Premier on busi­
ness of the State, There are manv hon, 
membc·rs who uuderstand the position, 
During: the passage of the Liquor Act.s 
Am<>nclment Bill there was an understand­
ing lwtw~en the Homo Sccretan- and myself 
that onl:o,, the second reading "stage would 
bo takl'n last Friday, and that the Com­
mittee stage would not be taken last 
;y0elc 1 am not blaming the hon, the 
HOinP Secretarv, but I was vorv 111nch sur­
prised after having notified my. leader and 
other members of this party that arrange­
ments had bc0n made bv mvself with the 
hem, the Home Secr0ta,ry lly which the 
Minist<•r agreed that after the second read­
ing had ueen completed the Committee 
stag(·~ would not he taken irnmediatcly, to 
fmd "'Ycral hon, members of the Opposition 
infonning n1e that it was the GovPrruuent's 
intention to force the Bill through all its 
stugr•> on that clay. I ridiculed the sug­
gestioJL I said that the Home Secretary 
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had ginn his word to me and I did 
not belieYe iL However, to satisfv my 
colleagues I telephoned the hmL. the 
Deputy P'rornict• and l :-;aid, '' TherC' :~ _<L 

ruruour going tluough the Hou~e that 1t IS 

the intention of the (;o,,ernment to rnsh the 
Liquor .\cts Amendment Bill through all its 
:-<1ages_ in on.r> d~l· I;~ that s?'?"" 'The JJyvuty 
Premier sr11d, Yes, I said, Tha~ IS not 
fair, It is not in accordance wrth the 
agreement I made,., I then told him that 
the Minister in charge of the Brll had 
informed me that if we got through the 
seconrl reading on the Friday h<' would be 
perfecth' satisfied, and the Committee stage 
of the Bill would not be entc•rerl upon that 
clay, hut would ue taken during this week. 
The Deputv Premier said, '' I am in charge 
of the HOuse." I :-aid, '·-Very v.T0ll, \Ye 
shall sec," A man's word, Mr, Speaker, 
should be his bond. even though it may be 
to his detrirn(>nL I enter my proteot and 
bring the matter under the notice of the 
T'remior, and I hope that such a conditiOn 
of affairs will not obtain during the second 
session of this ParliamenL It places .hon, 
members on this side of the House m a 
rnost invidious position. 

I draw the attention of the Hous<' to ~.he 
statement by the hon, the Depu.ty Prenner, 
who was in charge of the busmess of t~e 
House-'' There will be ample time for drs­
cmsion of the BilL'' He also said, "There 
is no intention on the part of the Govern, 
nwnt to pass the Liquor Acts Amendment 
Bill through all its stages in one day, The 
Bill will be initiated in Committee to-day 
and horL members will have an opportumty 
of rli~cussing it again to-nlOlTO\V." I ant 
no better than any other hon, member on 
this side of the Home, but I want to say 
that if I , nter into a.n agreement, to-day, 
en:'n thouo·h it \vas to m~v own detrunent. I 
would adhere to iL An agreement was 
entered into by the J?ome ,Secretar:y and we 
wNo not given sufficwnt time to discuss the 
matter, The reason giYen by the Deputy 
Premie1· for not allowing us sufficient time 
was that two or three issues of " Hansa;r? " 
were taken up by speeches of the OppositiOn 
that were absolutelY valueless and waste of 
time, He also disctrssed the question of the 
Constitution Act Amendment. Bill of 1929, 
which, he said, was gaggc:d througt1 before 
sufficient time had been givr>n to his party, 
then in opposition, to dJscuss it,, The first 
such Bill in 1929 dealt with salar10s and, :Mr. 
Speak0r. that wa~ not gaggPd. 

A GovERIO!E;o;T :YlE:YIBER: It wa,;, 

l'vlr, M AX\VELL: It is no good making 
inane interjections, It was not. I refer 
hon, members to 1929 "Hansard," pp. 142 
and 369, Labour members were then in 
opposition, and th0y discussed the matter. 
There was only one amendm.ent and one 
division on the second readmg and. one 
division on the Initicttion in Commrttee. 
On !L 2081 of 1929 " Hansard " appears 
the report of the discussion '?f the Con­
stitution Act Amendment B1ll, N_o, 2, 
dealing with life passes on the ra1lways 
and the privileges accorded to members 
of the Legislative CounciL The i\Jen Opj10· 

silion a.dopted th<' proper mcthocL The:: 
called for fhe divisions, 

If I were to allow the statements of the 
DcTutv Premier to go without cha.llenge, it 
might-be imagined that practically the whole 
of -lhe time of thi~ se"ion had been taken 
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up bv members of the Opposition. To dis­
JH"OYe such a suggestion, I find on going 
through " Hansard " that up to the time 
the Deputy Premier made the statement of 
which I complain Government members had 
.spoken 303 times and Opposition members 
360 times. When one ~emembers that it is 
the duty of the Opposition to criticise· the 
measures the Government bring down, it 
cannot be contended that that amounts to a 
waste of time. Nor are hon. members oppo­
site justified in contending that the resolu­
tion enabling the Government to put 
Appropriation Bills through all their stages 
in one day was passed because the Opposi­
t'on wasted time. Such a contention is 
rrdiculous. The Secretarv for Public Lands 
accuses the Opposition of wasting time, but 
l1is speeches on the Estimates of his depart­
m.-"'r~t occu11icd twenty-nine pages of " Han­
sard. '' 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC LANDS : The 
·Estimates of my department are very 
important. 

Ylr. MAXWELL: That may be so. 
I consider that the hon. gentleman wasted 
time, and I assert now that hon. members 
Dpposite deliberately wasted time this morn­
ing with the object of preventing hon. 
members on this side from discussing 
more important matters. I should be w~nt­
ing in my duty as Whip of the party if I did 
not ventilate this matter so that the people 
-outside may know what is taking place. I 
am bringing it under the notice of the Pre­
mier, and I sincerely hope that ·any arrange­
ment that is made in the future between 
a Minister and the Whip of the partv on 
this side will be honoured. I do not biame 
the Home Secretary, but I do blame the 
hon. gentleman who was in charge of the 
House. I hope that we shall not have a 
repetition of such a thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
{Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [11.57 a.m.]: I 
<lo not know the motive of the hon. member 
for Toowong in raising the matter to-day 
unless it is that he wishes to apologise to 
-certam peopl~ because his party failed to 
discuss the Liquor Acts AmendmeNt Bill in 
a proper way. Hon. members re~lise that 
in the absence of the Premier I am in charge 
of the House. I did not make any such 
arrangement with the hon. member for. Too­
wong, ~s Whip of the party opposite. In 
any case, his statements are incorrect. 
because the Liquor Acts Amendment Bill 
was debated for two days. When I moved 
the resolution suspending the Standing 
Orders and giving the House power to pass 
B1lls_ ,through all their stages in one day, 
1 ~.a.Jn-

" There is no intention on the part 
of the Government to pass the Liquor 
Acts Amen<lment Bill through all its 
Si:!1tges in one day. The Bill will be 
initiated in Committee to-day and hon. 
members will have• an opportunity of 
discussing it again to-morrow." 

The Bill was initiated on Thurday ~nd 
passed the second reading stage on Friday. 
'ThE~ Opposition w-ere not capaqle of debat­
ing the Bill, which was one of the best ever 
introduced into this Parliament. As Acti1,1g 
Lcoder of the Government I was quite pre­
pared to allow it to be debated throughout 
Thursday, that was on the initiation stage, 
which after all is the most important stage 
of a Bill. 

1935-2 Q 

0PPOSIT!Oll MEMBERS : \V e had not seen the 
Bill at that stage. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It was not a question of seeing the BilL 
If ever a better exposition of ~ Bill was 
given than that given by the Home Secre­
tary of the Liquor Acts Amendment Bill, I 
have yet to learn of it. The Home Secre­
tary spoke for nearly an hour on the initia­
tory stage, ~nd I am sure· every fair-minded 
person will admit that it was one of the 
finest speeches ever delivered at that stage 
of any Bill. He gave hon. members a full 
explanation of the measure. As a matter of 
fact, he has been complimented on his speech, 
not only by members of the House, but 
also by people outside. After he had given 
his explanation hon. members opposite should 
have known the contents of the Bill from A 
to Z, but they were not game to tackle it. 
When the Home Secretary had completed 
his speech the Leader of the Opposition 
rose and spoke for twenty-five minutes. Three 
other members of the Opposition followed 
in turn and spoke in all thirty minutes. 
During the initiatory stage of the Bill 
hon. members opposite d<2>voted fifty-five 
minutes to a consideration of it. Im~gine 
my surprise to be informed at twent.v 
minutes to 1 o'clock that the Bill had passed 
the first reading ! The Opposition were 
aliowed full discussion on the Bill. 

Mr. MAXWELL: They were not. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
The hon. member may say so, but I have 
given proof of my assertions. The Bill 
was brought down for its second reading 
on Friday and it was deb~ted fairly fully. 
In the Committee clauses 1 to 5, 7 to 9, 
11 to 21, 23> to 27. and 29 to 36 were passed 
on the voices. The whole of the discussion 
by hon. members opposite centred round. four 
clauses of a tohal of thirty-six, and if 
hon. members will read " Hansard " they 
will see that what I say is correct. All 
that hon. members opposite compLained 
about was the personnel of the proposed 
commission, that there was no right of 
appeal from its decisions, and that it was 
to be clothed with very extraordinary powers. 
They were the only factors that they dob:ted. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Tmt is not true. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
I am quoting the truth from " Hansard." 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! I ask hon. 
members on my left to restrain themselves. 
'I'here is room for only one speaker at a time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The proof is. containe-d in " H~nsard " 
itself. Only four clauses out of thirty-six 
were discussed by the Opposition. No divi­
sion was called <at any stage. It pa.ssed 
through the House -after a very full debate. 
I belie-ve that the hon. member for Too­
wong is really apologising to some interests 
outside who are chasing up the Opposition 
for failing to discuss matters that they con· 
sider to be in their interests. Otherwise, 
why did he get up? 

The hon. member knows that so far as 
debates in this Chamber are concerned that 
it is his duty to confer with the Leader o; 
the House for the .time bein.g. He never 
approached me about anything. As a 
matter of fact had the second reading- taken 
longer than was anticipated I might have 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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considered adjourning· the further cons1ctPra· 
tion of the Bill. (Opposition laug·hrcr.) Hut 
thP Bill was taken r hrongh all it:3 stages 
and the House adjourned ;horth after 8 
o'clock. The object of the Opposition 
i::- 1nercl v to apologise· to :-:onH:' intt:'rcgts 
outside because they die! not discharu·e a 
duty with which they were cntrusted. ~ 

!he hon. rrle111ber for Too\vong nutdc sorne 
reh'rcncc to a statenwnt I gaYe to the Pre.-,:s 
that '''hen the ::\Toorc GoYc~rnrnent were in 
pov1er t.hc\v had not treated us a.., the official 
Oppositim;, as generously as.,;.,. had treated 
thc·nL I remember the Constitution Act 
Amendment Act of 1929, :'\o. 2, being intro­
duced by the then Premier, the present 
Leader of the Opposition, on the afternoon 
of the 6th Dc•cember, 1929, without anv notice 
wl1atsoever. If any one turns up " IIUn-;ard" 
of that date he will see that the hon. mern­
~)0r for ~uhign_y m~cle a very Rhort speech in 
Introducing the B11l~-he rnade no attcn1_pt 
to clC'lwtl' it. h0 did not tell us what W·)U]d 
happen U11dcr the Bill~and a diYision 
occLlrrcd at 5 o'clock the same aftL•rnoorL 
The Le:1der of th< House then proceeded with 
the next otage of the Bill, moving its second 
reading ·sitl10ut allowing the Leader of the 
Oppo~itlon, t~c p~·esent Prentier, to haYe a 
ropy of it. Our Leader protested a!ILI said 
to th0 then Premier-

•· .Are you going ou with this Bill 
ht·fore you circulate it?" 

The· hon. 1nember for Bowen said-
.. l rise to a point of order. The Bill 

ha, not y0t tH•en circulated and I contend 
the Prcr11ier is not in order in rnovin~: 
tJ.10 ::.eroncl reading uutil the Bill has bcc~l 
Circulated.'' 

The Speaker of the day did not sustain the 
pomt of order and the Bill went through all 
1b stages, sccoiJcl rcadino- connnittcl~ and 
third reading·, nOt\Yithsta~ding that n~ither 
the Leader of th<> O.rposition, nor the Oppo,i­
twn 1tself had rfCCJved a copv of it. I find 
JJt~w that only three or four~ copies of the 
Bill wcrP printed. . This is the part:-- t1 1at 
lJO\Y prate-; about Jts nghts. (Opposition 
laughter.) It i'' no wonder the Leader of 
thP , Opposition laug-hs, becau:;;c the peopl~~ 
1:enh"~ that these tactics arc not fair. 
lmagme a Bill dealing with the amendment 
of the Constitution of this State being intro­
duced by his Government and the Leader of 
the Opposition not e.-en being furi1ished with 
a. copy of it! Xow the hon. member for 
1oowong apologisc·s f~n- his party not being 
able to debate the L1quor Acts Amendment 
B1!L Why, they were not able to debate it 
because it was such a good BilL It wa~ 
such an excellently drafted Bill that the 
Opposition could only debate three of its 
clauses, although, as I hayo said, \VC were 
prepared to sit long-or. if necessarv. The 
hon. member for. Toowong, as V\'hij1 of his 
party, must rea!Js, that he must deal with 
th~ leader of the party for the time 
bemg. If his party occupied the Treasurv 
benches his Premier would not expect us to 
deal with a subordinate. 

Mr. MAxWELL: You w<>re not in the House. 
:\Ir. SPEAKER: Order! 

The SBCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
J dJstu:ctly told the House when submitting 
a mobon whereby Bills could be passed 
through all stages m one day that the Liquor 
Acts Amendment Bill would be presented on 
~h.ursda} and passed through all stages on 
1' nday. That was done. 

fHo·n. P. Pease. 

:VIr. GODFREY ::VlORGA::\' (Dalliy) [l2.S 
p.rn . .J: The hou. gentlernan \Yho has just 
rc:->tnned his >C'<tt s.aid that. a full-dres~ dt>bate 
took place on the introdactory stage of the 
Liquor Acts Amendment BilL That i, not 
so. You, J\!Ir. Speaker, knov. that a :'vlinistor 
imroducing a Bill giYcs only that informa­
tion \vhif'h he think~ is necessarY. GerH'rallv 
~peaking-, only one or tvro spccLkers addrcs~s 
t homsel,-cs to the Hill a.t that stage unle'>s 
thP Opposition desire to stonewall it. In that 
casf' all arncndrnent \YOtdd probably bP 
to delete the words '' in certain particulars. 
So far as I know there was no intention of 
the Opposition to do that. I admit, as I 
admitted at the tinw. that the Home SPcrc­
tary gaye a long description of \vhat \Ya~ in 
the BilL I was not ill the same fortunate 
position as lllCnibers of UJe Opposition. for 
it was o11l v vdlC'n I C'aine to Parliarrwnt 
House at h,;:lf-past 9 o'clock on Friday worn­
illg· that l found a copy of the Bill ill my 
locker. You, :Hr. Speaker, know that a 
full-dres; d<•bate cannot take place on the 
introduction of a BilL no matter whether it 
is important or uninlportant. rrhe next st:1 gt~ 
of tl1o Bill ill question was the second 
reading, which \Yas rnovcd on Friday. I 
was quite surprised at that fact, because I 
had just recoi,-ed m:: Hill. I had listened 
at.tcntivcl~r to the }Jinist.er outlining it:) pro­
Yi~ioru;, but I did not think it necessary to 
prepare arnendrnents until the second r0ading 
stage had been disposed of. Later in thE' 
dav I di-cover~d !hat the Bill was to be 
tal~0n through the C'on1n1ittec ~tage. Thrrt 
was not advisable from any point of vie,>'.'. 

I prepared an amendment on clau'>c 6, 
which I moved, and other amendments that 
\1 ore consequential to that amendment, if 
it had been accepted. My desire was to 
introduce a principle into the Bill to provide 
that the Licensing Commission would be 
able to preYent houses from being tied. 
As rny arnendn1ent to clause 6 \Vas not 
accepted, it did not become nocessarv to 
lllOYe tlH~ othe-r arnondrnents, because .. they 
would have been moaningle•s. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. 
member will not be in order in going into 
details in a discussion of that Bill in this 
debate. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I desire to 
point out what happened. I think the 
:Minister and the Deputy Premier were 
wrong in not acHwring to the arrangen1ent 
entered into with the Minister in chanre 
of the Bill. ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: I was 
never asked. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The Minister 
in charge of the Bill had given an under­
taking that we should not go into Com­
mittee after the second reading. 

The TREASURER: The Home Secretary 
·denies that. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I hope the 
Minister will come into the House and 
deny it. The Opposition Whip informed 
us to that effect. 

The TREASURER : I think there has been a 
misunderstanding about the two days. 

Mr. GODFREY JVIORGAN: The Deputy 
Premier bore out that statement when he 
said that the Home Secretary should not 
have dealt with it. 

T;IC SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: die\ 
not my that, 
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:\lr. GODFREY MORGAN: 'The arrange­
ment w.t> with the man in charge of the 
Bill. 

The ~ECRETARY coR PuBLIC LAKDS: I said 
that the Whip should have dealt with me. 

l\1r. GODFREY 1\IORGA]';": I agree that 
. 1 matter of this sort should have been 
referred to whoever was in charge of the 
House. lf the Secretary for Public Lands 
was EOt present, it \Vas only natural that 
the Whip should go to the Minister, whom 
he would expect to comult the Leader of the 
Hon.-,•. I think that is the general practice. 
E tltc Home ;-Jocretarv did not consult th0 
Sccr.·tary for Public tands, I do not think 
the \\"hip can be blamed. If the Home 
SecrE'tary denies that he gayc that under­
taking. hou. nlPrnbcrs of the Oppositio11 '\vill 
Ltn' to clc'cide whom thcv shall believe-the 
hon. IJtembPr for Toowong or the Home' 
t)ecTctnry, 

I regret that nwmbers were not allowed 
to COihider that Bill over the week-end. 
Last ::\Ionday I Yisited the country, and 
durmg my stay in Chinchilla a number of 
people spoke to me about the Liquor Acts 
Amendment Bill, and said that thev had 
~tad llO . opportunity of protesting against 
~t. I object to the rushing through of most 
Importaut Bills before members haYe an 
opportunity of making themselYes thorouo hlv 
'?onYersant with their content-; and prcfJa:f­
mg. amendments that they desire to move. 
It b regrettable that the usual procedure 
was not adopted in re"ard to that impor-
tant legislation. o 

:!\lr. SPEAKER : Order ! I wish to point 
out rhat I lmve uoted an objection made 
by the htm. rnemiJer for Dalb0 on tw"o 
occasions during his speech that he did not 
receiVe' a copy of the Liquor Acts Amend­
ment Bill. 

"-1r. GODFREY MORGAN: I got it in 
rny box on li'\·iday n1orning. 

. ::\lr. SPEAKER: 'The point is that Iuitia­
twn in Conunittco stage was concluded not 
.later than 12.40 p,m., according to the 
C~all'llian's ~ool~, last Tl1ursday, and the 
Bills wem diRtributed not later than 12.45 
p.m., not more than 5 minutes later· and 
they wero distribut<'d to e\·erv ' hon. 
H!Cinbc'r in his placr> ill the Housev. It j~ 
Ill' function to see that they arc so distei­
bntecl, aud if the hon. 1nen1ber was not in 
his place and therefore did not receive the 
Bill, I hope he will not 'ay at any nctc· 
t~at tho~e h?n. mel?bers wh~ \Yerc prcscn1; 
did not receiYG copws of that BilL 

,::\lr..rn:SSELL (Hamilton) [12.12 p.m.]: 
TnP _~P--retar~v for Puhltc Lands now ~ay-; 
tltat lie :-.ltuuld ha\-t' ilrPn cou~ulred in rc;...a;·cl 
to thi' undr•rtaking. \Ye \\ere inforuwd on 
th Thur ,day of thP a1Tanu:cr11ent betwer·n 
the \\.hip and thP Minister iu charn·o of the 
Flill-a~:d wr• arc corroborated bv thr• hon. 
{ll( mber for \\~est i\!Iort'ton-that the GoYem­
n1cnt lw d no intc_ntion of proceeding' hevond 
tlt0 ::-e"ond rpndmg ::-tage on thC' Frlclav. 
\'",•r nn th0 T-i'riday n1orning- \VC \YC~e 
infornwd that the Govprnment~ intended to 
pui :he Bill right through that day. We 
\H'l" very anno~,-C'cl about it. It vvas ycrv 
difEc·ult to havP our protest recorded. VV~ 
har' kst our opportunitv the introductorv 
stap:e lwving passed. 'Mr. Speaker, yo~1 
kn.1 ·· es well as I that th0 initiatory stage 

of a Bill is not the time at which to dis~ 
cuss its main featnres. \Ye did compliment 
the Home Secretary on LaYing the courte'y 
-which is not oftcm afforded to the Oppost· 
tion by MinistPrs-to L'Xplain the main 
features of the Bill, but it is impo8'ible to 
appreciate all the contents of a Bill by 
1r1crdy listening to a ~finister . 

The THEASrRER: You had it next 1nornin~ 
to go through. 

:i\Ir. R(iSSELL: \V~ had tlw Bill gi,·cll 
to u:-- after tl1n cuitdusion of that ::-tagc and, 
b0ing a~.--:ur0d that the Con11nittce stage 
wonld 1JOt takP place on the Friday, \\'e 
dt)cidPd to go through the n1easurc carefullv 
durir1g the vvcPk-end and haYc our arncnd­
nwntti jn pro1wr forrn. As a matter of far:t, 
an amcncltncnt I lllOYcJ \Yas ruled out of 
order by the Chainnau. I do not ngreo 
with his ruljng. 

Mr. SPEAKEH: Ordc'r! 

Mr. RGSSELL: At any rate 1 am point­
ing out---

Mr. SPEAKER: Or-der ! The hon. member 
is not entitled to point out that he disagreed 
with the ruling of the Chairman. 

Mr. RUSSELL: I am pointing out ti1~t 
had tin1o been allowed us we <h1Jcdd have 
been able to frame amendments that might 
have been in order, but it was irnpossible 
to g·o tlJrough that Bill overnight and obtain 
a thorough grip of the contente of it by 
the next dav. It is a most intricate Bill and 
011e Sf'ctim'J 1n particular contained <J. 

trcmendou~ atnount of Yl'l'V much involvPd 
matter. \Vc could not undcr,tand the haste 
that was b"ing display<'d by eh·' llmno Secre­
tary to ha Ye the Bill pushed through, after 
rerciYing an assurance that tho Corn1nittec 
stage would be taken this week, c·•pecially 
as the business sheet contained, and still 
contains, n1anv ruinor rneasurcs that had. 
hC'en dragging for a consiUcrable tiiT't:. 
IIoweYer. thPy have been postponed in oni,,r 
that tl1o Liquor Arts Amenclmcnt Bill conic! 
b~ ru-hed through . 

'The Opposition have very just cause for 
complaint. Members on this side should be 
allowed sufficient opportunity to digest the 
contents of such an important Bill, w that 
when t.he Committee stage is reached we 
can offer relevant amendments. vr e had no 
objcc6on to the Bill's Lcing put through th-:. 
~t~cond rt:_'adillg , 1 agP on tht' Friday. TlH: 
dcbatf~ ccrtainlv \..Vas conf;uc·d to the rnain 
prim ipjp,,,, but· the Bill was by its natur<J 
more of a CommittPc Bill than othc-rwi"~'· 
c:ontaining a8 it clid a great nurnher of 
itnlOYation~. \Ye were denied the oppol­
tunity of submitting amendments. J-l,)IL 

rnerubers op]10.'1ite utay erJdC'aYour tn throv; 
dust in our eyes by citing \Yilat \Ne dH~ t) 
them in 1927, when a Bill was put through 
the Hou'e before ally copy of it hac! bc•en 
presentNL \Ye might have been som<nv:1at 
hasty in regard to t!Jat Constitution Act 
Amendment Bill, but it concerned the very 
1ninor rnatter relating to gold railway paS:',B::l 
of ox-rumnbers of Parliarnent and 1here \VU.:l 

uo need to prolong the agony. There i3 r·o 
comparison bctweeu that and the matter of 
the many revolutionary principles of th·· 
Liquor Acts Amendment Bill. It is impos­
sible for members to apply themselves to the 
main principles of a Bill merely by listening 
to the remarks of the Minister. \Ve are not 
expert shorthand writers and have io rely 
a good deal on our rncmorie::;. It is trLlB 

JJ11·. Rttssell.] 
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that Wt~ said that ~omt~ of the provisions of 
that Bill \\ere good, aud on the second read­
ing :-tag0 we ruerely an1plifled what we had 
said at the initiatory stage. It would haYe 
been u,-:oles.s to indulg0 in repetition and we 
considered the appropriate time to go into 
detail thorough!~- was the Committee stage. 
There was no opportunity between midday 
Thursday and Friday n1orning to get our 
amendments read:-·. The Bill \Yas of such 
a reYolutio11arv nature that one vrondcrs whv 
Fn ruucl1 unduC haste was di:;:;play('d in pusl{­
ing it through all its stage's on the one 
dav and that other matters on the businc,s 
sheet were postponed in order that it could 
be passed. 

The TREASCRER (Hou. \".-. Fmgan 
Smith. Jirr.·kay) [12.18 p.m.J: The Whip of 
the Opposition Party has llHtdc a ('Olnp]aint 
\Yith regard to the aiTangeJl1Pllt of business 
in the House. Auv hon. nH~lnbcr who has 
had rnini~tcrja} ex'pcrienco kaows thai the 
Leader of the fl ouse for the time being 
is the person ·who organise-s tlw businc"'~ 
for the da,v. It is quite compet<'nt for me. 
for f'xanlple, to make arrangcn1ents with 
the Opposition \Vhip that we shall adjourn 
at a' certain tl1ne during the dny. pl'OYidPd 
the busine~s ha::; r<'achc-d a g·i·n'll point. 
Su('h ilt'g'Ptiatiuns are conduct~ d £rout tiuw 
t,q tin10, aud n11y agTcPinPnt:-> thaL Hl't""' 1nadc 
arP a!···tv hououl'Pd :;o far a~ t.hi~ Uo\"('fn­
Incnt ar~ concentPd. I do not thi11k tlw 
ho11. nu'Illbf'r for Too\YOng tan cit(• one orcn­
sic>ll on "-hich an~v arrangPJnp;ll that had 
bePn nwdc v;cn~ not propcrl, t uTiPd C'Ut. 
ObYilJU:<l,- :::uclt arranQ"e>JnC'nLs :~l'r> rnadE' :-uh 
iect to · c~ertain condition~. Sup]JO~(~ fur 
arguntPnf::; sake tlwt \\'e c:tl'f' dealin.~· with 
the "'rond reading of a. Bill. A, Leader. 
I say to 1 he Whip of the Opposition. " Pro­
Yidrd d10 ~l'C01Hl reading of this Bill goes 
thronp;h to a certain point to-clay, \YC ca11 
adjourn.'" That proYiso. of cour;:;e, is nccPs­
:::.ar~·; cthcr"\'visf' tbe Oppo:-::.ition eou]d sreure 
an adjounnnetJt of the I-Jouse (Lt an:· 1iniC 
tl"'Y dc·ired and. b~- stml<'-W<dling·. hold up 
the bu:-~int~~:--. Ill otl1cr word:-:.. the arrange­
InPUt is contiilg"Pni upon reaching n c0rtitin 
r-t _-._g:c uf the bn;-;iness prior to adjounHnPnt. 

I shall now de d with tile opcrific com­
plaint made b~- the hon. member for Too­
wong. He stated that the Home Secretar~­
arr.angpd with hlrn r1ot to go into Conunittcc 
on Fridn,-. I ]layp hern in touch with the 
.f-Ionte Sc(·retal':'i-T.' and he p<)-int~ oui- that thf' 
arrangt•rncut l1c n1ade with the hon. Hwrnber 
for Toowong had reference to Thursday's 
business. It will be ren1t.'HlbcrPd that on 
the n1orning of Thursday, thP Deputy Leader 
of the GoYernment mm ed that. so much of 
the Standing Orders be suspellded as would 
otherwi;;c preYcnt Bills pa;;sing throng],_ all 
their stages in one da~·. That motwn. 
which was quit(' the usual motion for that 
time of the vear, was t.arricd. A Bill was 
then initiate(! in Committee bv the Home 
Secretary, and apparen Lly 1Hj'll. Illeinbers 
of the Opposition were concerned as to 
whether he intendPd to go right t-hrough 
all the stages of that Bill that day. The 
Home Secretary informs' me that the a·,sur­
ance that he fiave to the hon. lllCinbcr for 
Toowong was to the pffect that he would 
not go beyond the initiatory and fir.% reading 
stages on the Thursday. 

Mr. MAXWELL: That is not true. 

The TREASLJRER : That is what the 
Home Secreta r.J tells me. Obviously, there 

[Jl r. Rttsscll. 

is a 111i3under~tanding on the part of the 
b0n. rne1nbcr for Toowong. 

:\h. MAXWELL: Not at all. 

The THEASFRER: Does the hon. mem­
brr suggest that he is 1Hfa1liLlc '? 

::\Ir. J\IAX\\'ELL : ::'\ o, I do not. 

The TREASCRER: It is quite pu,siblo 
for anvborlx to haY(' a lllisundcr::-tanding 
[I bout anv UlTangcment; but the I-Ionle Sec­
] Ptar, d0fiuitelv as:-ures n1e that the only 
it;f01·;nation that he g-aYe the hon. mPmber 
for To(lv,·ontt jn thi:-: p:-trticular Y'. a·s to til~ 
effect that l{e did not propose to go bPyond 
t i1c initiatory and first reading stage" on 
Thunda> and that assurance followed upon 
tllC' can:~ing of a rnotion cnabli11g a Bill 
to go t.hi·c•ugh all its stages in 011(> da>'. 

\Yhat i~ the po,ltiotJ '? Tlw ~C'rond rPading 
ol the Bill \Yas ca11ed on Fricla:v. Tite 
Hili was then open to debate by en·ry hon. 
nwn1IH'r of this House. I suggest that_ cer­
tain people are tryiug to ,,·ork up a k:nd 
o£ ramp on rhi~ rnattcr, becau~~;. corn1ng~ 
up in the trc1in frClUl Kevv Soutl_t \'t-aL·~. -~ 
read in the Pre~s that the LH~Uo~· _-\r\" 
~-\nH'l!dtnent Bill J1ad been gagged tnroup:n 
tllf• 1-lou.;.;c. The gag l1as onl~- bPC'_n 1JlO\:c·1 
in this House ou one occasion th1s scs.~10ll 
-1 arn subject to co~Tf'ction b:;,- )~on, ~Ic. 
~peakcr-\vhcrcas dunug the_ p(~J'H)(1 
the :0.-Iooro Uc\·crnutent \Yerc Ill pO\YCr 

Jnon•cl iltf' clo:-:nrn prett:\ ncnrl~c C'YPry ..._:n~, 
and. as vou reinPn1hr•r. }Ir. Speakt•r. l'Yrn 
·whc'n \Y('~ ( ,l1e<1. "DiYi(lC'.l) "\H' ny('ll 
dcprl\·f'rl th0 right. to h:.tYC' a di

1
Yi..::ion. 

W('l'(' thP lllC't-hoc_lo; Rclopt,'rl b;.~ JtOlL . 

onpoi'it':' ~ I ~ay that the stu::!,'gt·,·tl?n thB;t 
this Bill Y.as gagged throuf!h the hou~'~ 1s 

,implY n ful ehood. Such a st ,telll:Clli 
appcrlrPcl in an artic]f' in the Pr~' ··. antl 
IH.~tiC'e that l:Ji er r n t llf• D('pnt~~ L0r d~·t· of 
the IIousc ll1tH-1P ;· -:-talC'Il1C'll1-. to the rrp~.;;­
about. that artic·lc. So 1hat it \\'as a ~<ll~P­
hood lo rlPclan' throug-h tltc p,.,, .. , th:_n 
Bill v _q_,s !!ag·<:!_·\'ll. On thP sccDnc1. rrnchn~· _· 
thP Bill '"·crv ho11. member of thf' Oppo-1-
tion and PYt;rv hon. nlcinbC'r on th1.;;, ~1·d~ 
of the Hoi!Sf' ·hA cl tlw rig-ltt io "P;'ak _ fOl' 

fort'" 111inute~. 'Th('Y dld not CXPl'Cl::00 1.hat 
right. (Laughter.) 'The l .. eader . o~ y-_~fe 
Oppo~·.itlon cannot 1anl!h tiH:·t' thDtL'.~ ~1 

• 

I-Ic l'Clninds me of a line in one of Go 1d.­
~n1ith's poPn1s~ 

"And tlu-' loud laug-h that opoke tl10 
yaeant n1ind." 

He c"1n laugh as 1nuch as he lik0s. but the 
fact remains that hon. members coul_;l haYe 
debated the >erond reading of the. Btl! for 
a murh longer period than they ell(]. Th<; 
.~econd reading \VRS passed b0hvr-cn 3 and <-t 

o'clock in the afternoon-I refer hmJ. mem­
bers opposite to page 216 of the " Votes and 
Proceedings" dated 8th ~ovember. l h" 1S 

the record-
" Mr. Hanlon moved, That the Bil't be 

no\v read a second tin1e. 
"Debate ensued." 

There was no application of the closure· atl!t 
the second reading was carried on the votcC's. 
If the opportunity of the Opposition to debate 
the Bill had been limited they would haYe 
diYided the House on the second r<>admg of 
the Bill as a proif,,t. If I had been the 
Leader of the Opnosit!on and the scope of 
the debate of my ~ICmbers had been limited, 
I should have divided the House as a protest. 
However, they did not divide the House, and 
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that is o_n indication that thC'Y were satisfied 
not onlY with the Bill itself~ but elso that 
the Bill had been fullv dPbatc<l. Th0ir com­
plaint is thus effcctivclv answered. The 
" Votes and Proceedings " further recorJ 
these facts-

" ClausEs 1 to 5 agreed to. 
"Clause 6. An amendment macle. 
"An amendn1cnt negatiYecl." 

An amendn1cnt \vas moved and negatived 
on the Yoiccs. The Opposition did not 
divide the Committee on the amendment. 
If they had not approved of the clause 
the:· would have divided the Committee. If 
I did not approve of an amendment of a 
Bill l would call " Divide." oven if I \\ere the 
only nieinber to Yoie aga.lnst the question. 
Thnt is the only means ,,,chcrcby a ll1Pinber 
of Parliament can pbce on record his opposi­
tion either to a Bill or to a clause. If a Bill, 
a clause, or an an1cnd1ncnt is carried on the 
Yoices no hon. mcn1ber can hone<;'.tl} '""J.Y in 
the country that he was opposed to such 
Bill, clause. or amendment. The only way 
for an hon. member to record hi~ dissent 
)~ by dividing the House or Con1n1ittec. The 
jom·nn ], of the Houw contain thi,~ further 
record-

'· Clause,; 7 to 9 agreed to. 
"Clauec 10 (new section 18). 
'' ~\n arncndn1cnt proposed. 
"Amendment negatived. 
'· C1an::'e agreed to." 

Again without a diYision! Thf'l'r• is this 
fnrt her record-

,, Clauses 11 to 21 agreed to." 

I\ o debate of any kind l 

"Clause' 22 (new sections 47 to 49)­
" And :Yir. Russcll nro11osing to n10YO 

t~_n a1nencln1ent . . . " 

An arnc-ndn1ent \vas n1ovcd by th0 Deputy 
Lt'~tder of the Con~erYatiYe Party and it wa:-i 
l'illcd out cf order on the ground that it "''" 
ontsidc tlw ordc;· of leave. \Yhaten'r hon. 
:n101nhcr.s opposite n1ay say about tho contents 
of a Bill and whateYer lll'lV be their lack of 
nnckrstandinu· thcv should" at least be able 
to frarne an-'lendrn"fmts that arc \Yitbin the 
ordc·r of leave. 

::Yir. RrSSELL: I do not agTee with the 
ruling·. 

The TREASl~RER: The hon. mcmlwr does 
EOt agree J C'an the }JOn. n1en1bcr blan1c n1e 
for his lack of capacity to fra1ne an alnend­
mcnt that is within the order of leave? 

:\1r. :RcSSELL: I say that it was. 

The TREASuRER: The hon. member 
reminds me of a Jolmny who c•ndcavoured to 
heckle a speaker in Hyde Park. \Vhen it 
came to question time he asked a certain 
que3tion :~nd received an answer. The ques­
tioner then said, " I cannot understand your 
ans-wer," and the speaker replied, " Can you 
reasonably blame me for clothing your body 
in fine raiment and allowing your mind to 
remain in rags and tatters?" Tba.t can be 
said of the hon. member for Hamilton. He 
cannot blame anvbodv in this House for his 
:aek of capacity" to frame relevant amend­
ments. I haYe often advised hon. members 
opposite to study the Standing Order" and 
parliamentary practice. If they did so they 
would not find themselves in difficulties so 
frequently. 

The " Votes and Proceedings " further· 
say-

'· Clauses 23 to 27 agreed to. 
" Clause 28 amended, ancl agreed to. 
"Clauses 29 to 36 agreed to. 
" Bill to qo reported with amend­

rnent." 

Mr. LARCmlBE: Just after 8 o'clock. 

'I'hc I-lO:liE SECRETAHY : There were only 
seven members of the Opposition in the 
House. 

The TREASURER: I am informed that so 
little illtcrest did the 0lJllOsition take in this 
Bill that after dinner on F1·iday only six 
or seven of their rncrubers \Yero not merely 
present in the Chamber but in the pre­
cincts of it. It is qnite obvious that their 
fricrlds outide haYe been trying to ginger 
them up. They appointed a " ginger 
group" la.tuly and apparently this "ginger 
group,. has protested that they let the 
Bill go through when the~- might han made 
sorHt propaganda. out of it. 

The Home Sccrctal'V (1uite dl'finit-•1 v 
says thut no arrangenH~nt -wS:s made b~: hiffi 
with the Op[Josition \Yhip other than on 
TLursLlay. 

The Ho:~m SEC!lETAHY : Hear, hear 1 

The TREASLTHER: The Home Secretary 
told the Opposition \Yhip then that it was 
not proposed to take the Dill be~·oml its 
initatory st.agcs that day. I haYe endea­
YOui·cd to clescribe e\'ent< as thcv occurred 
and no cl£'YCnth-hour repentanCe on the 
part of the Opposition will conYinc(' any 
n-'a~onn.blo indiYi·duaJ that their n1cu1lJer.s 
cl id not get ample scope a ne! time to clc bate 
the Dill. 

:\lr. Knnrn (O:ri!.'l) [12.32 p.m.J: 1\'k 
Spr'akcr---

:\lr. SPEAKEH: Ord<'r! The Premier 
has clo""l the debate. 

Th<'re is one Stanclinr< Order I wish to 
quotr. During the pa~t. three years yarions 
conuncn1:c, have apvcared in seC'tions of the 
Prf :·S in Brisbane as to the Governtnent's 
g-agging que;;tion~ throngh rlarliamcnt. 
There appears to be ontsidP this Chamber 
a grave rnisnnder-:.tanding of tlu~ position, 
nnc1 the tirnc is ripe for retnoving it. Stand­
ing Order 142 st,atcs-

" At any tinH' during a debate in the 
I-Iousc or during the proceedings of a 
Committee of the Whole House. and 
'vhether a YrH'nrber is spPaking or not, 
anv n1e1nbcr n)av rnove ' That the que,:­
tio.n be now put.' ; and, if Mr. Speaker 
or the Chairman is of opinion that the 
fJllL·-tion has been sufficiently deb>ded. 
such motion shall be put forthwith with· 
out debate; and if the motion is oarried. 
:'\fr. Speaker or the Chairman shall 
forthwith put the question to the Yote : 
Provided that such motion shall not 
pass in tJw affirmative unless bv a vote 
of at least twenty-five men1bers in 
£avom· thereof." 

The " gar<" cannot be applied by any 
GoYcrnment unless the Chairman or Speaker 
is pre11ared to accept the motion for the 
closure. 'rhe Premier has always asked me 
whether I woul-d be prepared to accept the 
closure bf'fore moving 1a motion because if 
the Speaker declined to accept a motion the 
Govcrnn1ent would have no redress, for a 

Hon. G. Pollock.] 
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motion to dissent from a Speaker's ruling 
cannot be discussed until the following day. 
Therefore, no closure can be applied in the 
House except on the responsibility of the 
Speaker, and I accordingly take · responsi­
bilitv for whatever ha.s been done in that 
regard during my term. I would mention 
thtLt on 1y on eo during this session ha Ye I 
accept-ed such a motion, and on not, rnore 
than three or fom occasions during- th<:' whole 
of tLe three and a-half vears I have occu­
pied the Speaker's chair. Thnt, I think, 
is a rreonl of which no other Speaker in 
the la.-t. t\Yents ) ears can boast. 

Rl ..;olution 4-(Legi~latiYe 
.agTCi''d to. 

.A~st?ln b I y )-

Hesolutions 5. 6, anJ 7 agreed to. 
Hr~o1ution 8-" Premi• r and Chief Secrc­

tur.J/ s Df purtm.cnt-1 m'migration "-

.:VIr. KI]\:G (.'[ane) [12.35 p.n1.]: The 
suL'~ject of iminjgration is a very Lig one, 
althou&!.'h I rerogni~e that the arnount­
£1.670-appearing on the Estimates for the 
purpoee is a very sma.ll one. That is due 
to the fact that immigrants are not now 
coming into this State in large numbers. 
Consequently, the appropri,ation has 
decrea,ed. Immigration has declined because 
of the preva,iling economic conditions not 
merely in Australia but throughout the 
world. 

I wish to pay a tribute to the quality of 
the immigrants that ha\'e entered AustDalia, 
particularly Queensland, in the past. They 
have made their homes bore, helped in the 
dcvPlopment of this great Sta.te. and reared 
children w·ho now people it. They laid the 
foundation of a real, solid A ustDalia and a 
progre"ive Queensland. These people have 
played theil.' pnxt in a UHtnly fashion anq 
we should. pa.y tribute to them. I trust that 
when the world-wide depression vanishes 
more people of the type of those that were 
responsible for the developmelllt of this 
grr-t. ConlnlOil\\'Palth, including the pro­
gre-siYe St•ate of Queensland, will be inducer! 
to Inigrate to this country. 

Resolution 8-" ImmirJration "-agreed to. 

Resolutions 9 to 13. both inclusive, agreed 
to. 
R0~oJution l4~'·~','futc RrptJrtinu JJuruzn"-

}h-. KING (Jiarec) [12.38 p.m.]: I have 
had an opportunity of seeing the good work 
carried out by the State Reporting Bureau. 
not 01dy in this House by the " Hansard " 
staff, but also iu the lavY courts, where the 
proceedings a.re reported very fully and 
accurately. I pa_v a tribute to the members 
of the State Reporting· Bureau for the 
efficiencv that cha.racteriscs their work. 
and an1 sure that the present hig-h state of 
efficiency \vill continue. 

Resolution 14 (State Reporting Bureau) 
agreed to. 

Resolutions 15 to 22, both inclusive, agreed 
to. 

Resolution 23-" Department of Public 
lrorks-('hief Office"-

:Mr. EDWARDS (Xanango) [12.40 p.m.]: 
I vYish to make a plea for greater considera­
tion for country areas in regard to State 
schools and other public buildings. It 
appears that the Government before the 
last election overstepped themselves in pro­
mising that certain public buildings would 
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be comtructed. because there does not 
appear to be ·much money available for 
that purpo>e. That Is vory regrethlbie, 
Lecau:)e ruany State schools in the country 
areas are ovcrcro,vdcd, and it i.s ncccs6ary 
that extra accommodation should be pro­
vided in tho innnediatc future. I trust the 
position is not as bad a.s I am led to be:ieve 
it is. I have in mind a ca.se where the 
plans were dra.wn for a new school, but the 
matter was hung up for tweh·e months. 
As the result of much agitation an inspector 
wa~ sent out to inspect tho proposed site, 
and that official realised the need for the 
irnnH?diato erection of a new school owing 
to the trc1nendous increase in atte11da.nee. 
during the past b, elvc rnonths or two years, 
but now the people have been told no fund.< 
are available for that building. 

The Attorney-General is. aware of the 
condition of some Government buildings a.t 
Nanango, because "\vhcn visiting that centre 
in company with me he inspected the court 
house, \Yhcre tho ravages of vvhitc ant~ 
were so sev-ere that the hon. gentleman was 
able to put his )ist through some of the 
boards, He assured the people who wu-e 
there tha.t the building would either be 
repaired immediately or .reuewed, As a. 
matter of fact, it would be impossible to 
make a good building out of it by merely 
repairing it. 1 am now astounded to find 
that the work is to be hung up for probabi.i 
another twelve months, because funds are 
not available. This is very rcgrettahle, 
especially because it has the efiect of induc­
ing country residenb to lean' the country 
centres for the larger cities and towns, where 
suitable accommodation is provided. I hope 
the Gov-ernment will see to it that this build­
ing is atteuded to ev·en at the expense of 
negkcting sozne work in a larger centre foL~ 
the time being. 

I again mention particularly the case of 
a school at Durong South, which is situated 
fa.r from the rail way. It would be an impos­
sibility to send the children iu the loca1ity 
to aBother school. I trust that the Govern­
Jncnt \Yill give the ruatters I have 1nentioned 
seriou:; consideration, and will act to a 
greater degree in the interests of those who 
live in the country chstrict:::; as cornpared 
with city dwellers. 

Mr. ;\[Il\J:\!10 (O.cley) [12.45 p.m.J: I lodge 
a protest against the expenditure on public 
works being used for political purposes just 
prior to or during an election period. Lact 
year no small job in connrction with State 
schools could be got through. It appeared as 
if all money was required for spectacular 
\vork in advertising the Governn1ent. Cer­
tainly it was put forward that the expendi­
ture on these large works was for the purpose 
of proYiding work for the unemployed. 
\Ve arc now informed--after the election­
tha-t all the availab:e money has been allo­
cated for the completion of works com­
menced prior to the campaign. The Depart­
ment of Public \Y arks should not be the 
channel for the expenditure of money onl:;· 
at a certain period. The expenditure should 
be spread over the year. and then only on 
nece:5"ary works. Plails and specifications 
for additional accommodation at the State 
school at Sherwood were prepared twelve 
months ago. Children are at a great dis­
ability if thry are ta.ught under buildings on 
concrete floors and subject to cold and hot 
blasts of air. During the winter the con­
crete intensifies the cold. The present State 
school at Oxley has been in existence sixty 
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years. It 1s almost possible to read ~• 
newspaper at night bv the light of the 
moon filtering throng h" the walls. Plans 
were. prepared for a new building, but we 
are mformed that all the available money 
JS reqUired for some other purposes, The 
hon. member for ::\anango raised a similar 
protest m regard to country schools. It is 
absolutely wrong that all the money should 
have . been allocated before the financial 
year 1s half gone. 

:!\11-. TAYLOR (Enogqera) [12.48 p.m.]: 
1 am very FOrry that the hon. member for 
Oxley has not been able to carry out his 
':or)< as a men;.bcr of Parliament as effec­
tive<· ";S he m1ght have done. He ado1Jts 
the. f:!Ohcy of 1:eYiowing his 'York and cC:n1-
~,Jammg that 1t is not to his satisfaction. 
~he Department of Public \Vorks has done 
a fan· amount of good in providin"' work 
for unemployed. " 

I have a suggestion to submit to the 
GoYt'rlllllcnt that pn•y}sion be 1111de on the 
E3r1Iuates for next y0ar for the t'l'Petion of 
li. I1C'"- scLool at Gordon Park. I unclcr;;:tnnd 
th~~t the GoYPI'lUHrnt propo:--c tu erect a nev. 
Hchool at Stafford upon an arc:--::... of r:rruund 
that in ten or fifteen vcars' btnt• "Till ~lOt be 
<-:ufflcicnt to DH'(~t the~ ra~edc.:. uf Hw ·district. 
I_£ that school \Ya..;; erected 1n an area at 
Gordnn P1rk. ,.,, hi('h i~ onlv 3CO or 400 vards 
from Staffnrd. the Govc·rn'mont wmt!d "have 
rw area that would be sufficient to meet the 
r~>quiromcnts of both districts for wanv 
:V<'a rs to come. T0o rnurh attention }u{~s 
been focu~:".~·d 1111011 proYlcling fnr ]Ji'(·:-:cnt 
JH'C'd:s; too little has been paid to tlif: future. 
l ra.i~e this quc~tjon this Inorniu&r in th0 
hope that a school large enough ··to c ttcr 
for the needs of the future may be built. 

. :\lr. PO\YElt (lJaru1~na) [12.49 p.m.]: lu 
tne (_•arly stage:-; of tlns. :'3C'··"lOlL !1n11. nic·m­
hers oppo::.ite cornp1ainecl about tlJ,' expt.'J!di­
t~trn of loan lllOlH'Y, and ~aid that bPfon_· 
-.·er·· lonp· th<• State ;yould lw bankrupt. 
':'\r:- 1\1' \YP find the hott. lllC'rnbc1· for Oxlev 
ac_h-ocat1ng the con~i ructiC'll of .a IH'W sclwOI 
ar :-Ohr•n;ood. It is hard to understand the 
aUitude of hon. 1nernbcr:::. oppo 7,jtc. ThPv 
are always son1crsaultlng. · 

1\Ir. :'1'nn10: By erecting a echool at Sher­
,o.-ood you would bo rnore equally distribut lng 
the rnoncy. 

Mr. PO\VER: I am sure that the :\1inistcr 
is attending to tho8e casrs that he considers 
to be most urgent. It is all very well for 
the hon. member for Oxlev to ;'LY that a 
Hchool has been in existt,ncc" for six-fv vear~; 
similar remarks col!ld be made of the· whole 
d Queensland. J hope that something will 
be clone to carrv out the work that is 
Ur~Trntlv required" at the Petrie Terrace 
Boss' State School, but I have every con­
fidence in the Minister's ability to see that 
the right thing is done by ali ar<''lS. 

I rose to show the inconsistencv of !Jon. 
n'embers opposite in complaining "about the 
r•xpendrture of loan monev and then askin<r 
for public works in their' 'electorates. " 

Mr. WATERS (Kelvin Grovr) [12.52 p.m.]: 
1~ rs very Jntcrestmg to h!"ar the suggestions 
or hon. members oppos1t.e that buildings 
have been erected in the citv while countrv 
.districts have been neglected. That is not 
correct, and the hon, member for Oxlev 
·displays an ignorance of the machinerv o.f 
government. The Department of Public 
Works has a splendid record of achievement 

for the last three or four years. It. h:t­
-erected excellent building~, not nler·ch, iu 
tbo cities, but in all parts of t.l1f' State.~ awl 
I hope that tbc prograrnnu; wi~l b0 co1, 
tinued on the ~mne Encs. I con~id0r 1 hat 
in time:-; of depres~iou, whon th.r:. u~wnlp1o.Y­
nlent figures arC' al,nonnally high. it is th,, 
GoYcrn1ncnt'~ dutv to carrv out an c:xteu­
~iYP public \YOTl{s progra~nllH'. The 1H".1• 

building for the DepartrlH~nt of Agricultun_• 
and the building at Anzac Square arp won­
derful achieven1cnt.:-J and arc both rH.>t ~·s~<.n\-. 
Hou. members opposite complain that while 
thC'sc buildings an• bPing erL·:>tPc1 ln Lhf' 

city the country dl~trict:- arc ht·ing- l1C'2> 

hcted, but it is obYious that a:-> thE:· UoYC'i'll­
lnent ('};:.t?nd their <!_CtlYitjc:;; and nrw depart-
111PIJt,._ gro\Y up. the-;.- nln"'t l1c hnn:',•cl in 
~~uitalJlt:) pretnise;'. 

ThL GoYcrnrrH'nt arc to be ron'rratuiat•~d 
on tl1cir foresight in cnlba.rkini"'j upon ~ 
Yigorou::; p1·ogranunc of public ~~ ol'ks rluri11g 
the present time ;dwn building costs are 
rclatiYely low. but the Opposition are 
stcrnl0' oppo~ed to the polic.v berause theY 
know t!Jat it will lHOYide Pmploynwnt for 
the people. During thc'ir term of oftke thc'Y 
spPnt lr::.s loan n1onc:·.' on public work~ than 
""~Yas ~r( nt ·hy any Govcr11mPnt over tht• past 
twcnh·-ftvc vears. and thercbv denied the 
pPoplr· oppoftunitic:-; to obtain· rnuch n00df'd 
\Inplo.vuH'nt. The prc.;cnt pollc:-,- of the 
Covcrnnlf'llt can justifir•d on the gronncl 
t l1at th -, UlODf'\' being \Yisely ,,;;:.pent and 
tl11l in the of public edifices 'that 
\o:ill Le a Dl011lHllC'nt to their capacit:-;.- .and 
achuini~ti·ahvf' ability thr.Y are providinf..t 
uc:C'fnl cn1ployn1ent for on1· citizen-; \vho 
\Yon1d other\vise bt' U11('Hlployf'd. Tn addi­
tioll to th0 rrrti~nn~ dirf'r·tl,\- f'mploYcd in 
lwilding- constrnction C'lnplo}-ment i_, also 
Jli'O\-idt•d for a largC' nurnber of pc;:1;-1lC' 
rnf!agccl jn ~nb~i(liarv ltJdn.;:tric,..; rnanufac­
tu;·ing rnarerjal and otinipment. I kno\v that 
hon. 1llf'n1bC'r::- oppo~itP arE' Yery nppl'eben­
~i,-0. br,·;uF·f' the policy i~ bonnd to 1w 
sncc''' ful. lmt tltc·· had nn OfJJ)Ortunity of 
('lnl:arkin!I npon a Q,lrnilar policy bcnvecn 
1929 nt1d 1J32 etnd failNl (o tlr: so. 

::\1r. EDWAUDS: They did do so. 

Mr. WATERS: Thev did not. The~· £aihl 
to ~eize the opportun{ty to embark 'upon n 
similar policy. which must haYc be··n of an 
immense benefit to manv people who ''"''re 
unemployed for a long· time. They pursued 
a policy of deflation, because they were not 
concerned about irrrproving the conditions 
of the people. They should ha vc realis('r\ 
that manv countries throue:hout the world 
had adopted a similar policy to our,. b<··a1"e 
they conceived it to be the duty of GoYNH-
111cmts during tin1es of depression to engage 
upon a Yigorous public \vorks prograrnme 
so that the people could be helped. lf the 
Leader of the Opposition had had that fore­
sight and breadth of vision that a Premier 
should possess he would have undc'rstood 
the changed and changing conditious through­
out the world, and would have de·cided to 
embark npon an important programme of 
public works so as to increase the volunw 
of employment for the people. 

The work of maintaining public buildings 
throughout tho State is proceeding in a 
very ei1i.cient manner. The people are con­
vinced that the policy pursued by the Secre­
tary for Public Works is calculated to confer 
the greate't benefit on the community. 

M1·. Waters.] 
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Mr. GLEDSO:'\ (lz!S1cich) [2.0 p.m.]: I 
,,.a, rather interested to hear the hon. mem­
ben for X anango and Oxley complain that 
no public works or buildings had been 
< arried out in their electorates. The depart­
mental report discloses that the opposite, 
is the oase. It says-

,, The past financial year, from 1st 
.July, 1934, to 30th June, 1935, has been 
responsible for another heavy building 
prognunrne mueh in excess of anything 
preY iou:-; ly a ttcruptcd.'' 

That is indicative of the heavy works pro­
gra.nlule con1pleted during the year and in 
coutradiction of the statement of tho hon. 
memb<•r for ::\'anango. The hon. member 
for Oxley complained that whereas plans 
had been r1rawn for a llO\V school at Sher­
•vood the \York had not been proceedE-d with. 
He also mid that M nighttimc he could 
n•ad through the cr,acks in the walls of the 
State school at Corinda. I do not know 
what he was doing there at nighttime " all 
by himself in the moonlight." Inspectors 
of the department are continually visiting 
State schools, and had the hon. member 
brought those facts before the deP'artment 
an impectoi· would have qecn dBspatchcd 
to inYestigate it. I am quite sure that no 
impector would allow \anv State school 
bnilcling to fall into such »a state of dis­
repair. 

The 1·cport gives an interesting resun1e of 
th•o \\Ork carried out by the department last 
:'\"C'1T. which it sutninarisos thus.-

" The greatC'st activit,y in building- eon­
strn~tion in any one year in the depart­
ment's history. 

" The highest loan expenditure by the 
dcpartn1cnt in any one yea.r. 

" The highest number of employees in 
allY single year's pay sheets. 

" The hig-he~t return in nun1bcr and 
Yalue of individual permanent build­
ings yet recorded. 

';A definite advance in construction 
methods throughout the State» 

" The full absorption of loan and 
rcYCllUC allocations apJlrovecl by Par-
1iarnent." 

That statement speaks for itself and dJS­
closes that the department lmt vcar estab­
lished a record. At times departmental 
expcmlitnre falls short of tl1e appropriation 
by Parliament, but in this case the whole 
of the arlpropri.ation was expended. 

The r_ cord of the department last year 
wa' a record also in the architectural 
improYc·Jl10Jlt of our public bnil.dings. That 
fact i:;; f•XCmplif-icd in the YPry fine l'€1JOl't 
of the department. which though not .-cry 
largP cout.a.ins illn:-:trations of Yery fine 
builclinf[s that haYD been erected in all 
parte of the State. There is a.n illustration 
of the new nurses' qnartcrs at the Gympic 
Hosnital. which is obviouslv a credit to 
the ;lepartnwnt. There is an Illustration also 
of the \\"on1en'f' Hospital now in course of 
construnion in Brisbane. The building is 
a Yerv fine one and will be second to 
none ·in the Commonwealth, not only in 
architectural design but in utility. In fact. 
reports slate that, the building itself will be 
umurpassed by any other of its kind in the 
Southern hemisphere. An improved type 
of tearlH'r's residence is shown in the illus­
tration of the new residence on the Towns­
Yili(' Railway Estatl'. The design is in 

[Jlr. Gledson. 

contrast with the old teacher's reside!tce 
and has wide Ye!'andas and everv comfort. 
It also possesses the latest villa 'front. As 
the hon. member for Rockhampton reminds 
me, this building has been specially dosig·~ed 
for the tropics and will Bnable the teacher 
to li.-e in comfort that was denied him 
previously. 

The picture of the new dormitory for farm 
boys at St. Lucia portrays an airy and spaci­
ous building with ample veranda space. 
\\'ore it not for the fact that the Torwood 
Police Station building has "Torwood Police 
Station " painted on it. one might easily 
assun1e it was the residence of a ]Jrofe3-
sional or businP ,_, rnan. The depal:trncnt 
abo dco>enc commendation for the beautiful 
Baby Clinic building in Herschell street, 
Brisbane. It was rnany years before a suit­
able site could he obtained for that building, 
which provides ample accommodation and an 
excellent environment for those people 
occupying it. 

Another item that interests me is the new 
police dation unclPr cour~e of constru~tion 
in ToowOOillba. The department has b-ch:n 
requested to erect si1nilar buildings in 
Ipswich, and I understand tl1at work will 
be carried out when 1noncy i:-; available. 
The ne\" police station at Toowoomba wiil 
~~and as a rr1onument to the adrninistrr~:.ors 
and artisans of the department, from th-' 
lV[inist.er do\vn. The hon. rnernber for Ro~·k­
han1pton will no doubt be pleased "IY~en the 
new police court ls conlpletcd at Hr;ci:-,:. 
han1pton. Thl' picture indicate:-: a very 
square building. but I dare ,;;a~- that is rnost 
dcsirablP from the point of view of utilitY. 
At anv rate. as th•: hon. member for Hock­
hampton says. thP department has given 
tlwrn a square de:tl in erecting that build­
ing. The building of a new poli<;e station 
at Dalbv !uchcates that the activities of the 
departrrlent are not t'Onlinhl to the centre:" 
of BrisbanE'. Cairm, and Toowoomba. but 
c:dcncl into the countrv areas. T have had 
an opportunity of inSpecti11g the Govern~ 
n1Pnt building_,\ at Cairn:;,, which have been 
con,tructed on a most pleasing dr,sign and 
a re a credit to the departrnent. It is obyiou5 
that our public buildings aro being des1gn€d 
with .due regard to ae::,thetics a" \H_'ll ad 
utilit.v. 

If I he !ton. member for Oxlcv reads the 
report of the dr'part;ncnt he w{ll line! that 
thc first section of the ::\'unclah State School 
-the foundations of which have bocn built to 
carry a thrce-storv building that will be 
sufficient to moot the requirements of that 
district for man: ye:trs-has LePn completed. 
That indicates ihe nature of the work that 
is Leing carried out outside the cjty area. 

Tl1n PRK\IIER: There is a UC\Y State school 
at YcrO!~ga. 

}Ir. GLEDSOX: The Premier reminds 
me that a ,-erv fine school has been ercct,•d 
at Yeronga in the electorate of the hen. 
rnorulJ:'r for Oxlcv. The hon. rnmnbor ga.· o 
much credit to the department at the tim, 
for the buildi11g·, but to-day he critici,,,, 
it for allowing- a nunJbcr of G0Yernlltl'llt 
buildings to gl't into a ·-tate of disrepair. I 
do not w;mt to belabour the matter. or take 
up the time of hon. members, but the report 
shows a Yerv fine intermediate school at 
Victoria Par-k and State schools at Oak· 
lPigh nnd Ipsv,,ich. There i6 nothing nJono- · 
tonous in their design. They are no! built 
to standard. Each one fit" in vvith 1ts sur~ 
roundings, and hrt:::. prop0r regard to its 
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purpose. I3cforc anv plan is drawn up 
officers of the departn1crot in,pect the site. 

At the present time an extremely wcll­
coll~lru{'tf~d building is hcing erected in 
Anza~ Squar('. Thi~ is to accomodatc cer· 
tain Go,-·,·nmcnt depd·tments, and the 
design is adapted xnore to utility thau 
lWJllty. although beauty has by no means 
h•m1 0\·m·lookcd. The officers of the depart­
rnf'nt ~l re also to be congratulated upon 
their w.Jrk in the block of buildinge; in 
vVilliam street used by the Department of 
Agriculbm· and Stock. The original build­
ing- \vas f~reetcd rnanv voar.3 ago. ~rhc 
v,;partnwnt of Public· \\'arks is not onlv 
concerned with the erection of school and 
other dl•partmenta! building·, but. as shO\vn 
by t.ht~ report, has also undertaken the 
nocticlll of hospitals for the Home Secre­
tar:v·s Depadnwnt A number c,f maternity 
wards haY<• been built throughont Quccns­
lanil. As in the case of GoYermnent offices 
and school buildinge, the officers of tho 
department inspect the eite or the buildings 
to he altered and design accordingly. The 
officers of both departments collaborate, 
anrl the result has been verv fine maternity 
ward,, in various centres of 1,h0 State. 'Work­
ing also in conjunction with the Home 
Secretary's Department the Department of 
Public "' orks has been responsible for the 
erection and Aquipment of dental hospitals. 
Hon. membc!' opposit~ 110 doubt would 
like :-.mne cf these social convrnienccs in 
their areas. and I arn at ono ,vith ihern in 
that resped. The Home Secretary has 
intirnated to n1c that rnv centre is fortunate 
in this respect, and I· understand that in 
the r.car future officers of the Department 
d I'ublic \Yorks w1ll be \YOrking on the 
Prcdion o£ a dental clinic at lp3wich. I 
under"Un1d the cl1nic in 'TC'O\VOOlnba is a 
crc·dit to the officers of both departments. 

J ..... ast year a large- surn of money \vas 
expended UJlOll the erection of schoolR, school 
buildings, and teaclwrs' rcsidcnc<'s throughout 
the country centres by the Department of 
Public Works-in many cases by local labour 
undN the supervision of depo.rtmcntal 
officers. The works programme in the 
countr~r districts was greater last year than 
ever before in the history of Queensland. 
We find from the report that the 0ost of 
the ec-hools has been considerably greater 
ihan the amount usually expended. One 
school was estimated by the Department of 
Public \Vorks to cost £16,000. 

Mr. Euwmns: \Vhere is that? 

'!\1r. GLEDSON: In Ayr. In one country 
centre a.lone £16.000 was spent on a school ~ 
Jt cn,nnot be contended that the Department 
has confined its art1vitics to Queen ~trePt. 
Jlrisba.ne! In other centres. thP department 
has remodelled and considerably improved 
school buildings. When I was a lad fin;t 
attending school in Queensland. the build­
ings were only about 1 ft. from. the ground, 
the windows between 9 and 10 inches wide at 
the most, and one hail to peer at one's slate 
and school work until one did not kr1ow 
·whether one's eyes were in one's head or 
not. That condition of affairs has been 
altered by the Department of Public Works. 
Buildings that are erected nowadavs arc 
designed for the comfort of both students 
and teachers, and ample ventilation and 
light are given. Many existing buildings 
have also been hrouglrt up-to-date in these 
respects. 

),s a further indication that the depart· 
ment is not confining its actiyitics to the 
c1ty. \\ e find in this report that the sum of 
£1,684 was expended upon the ereC'tion of 
a domestic ~ciPnce and manual trainincr 
school at Dabincla. and lm'aton blocb with 
sewerage installation~ costing ~ £1,635 \Vcre 
e~·cct_ec~ in thr• sarne district. In the Ipswich 
drstnct, new lavatorv blocks \Ycrc erected 
anil septic s0·stems i;lStallC'd at the Centrai 
Girls' School and Central Dop' School. 
Everyone will agree that that policy is to 
be commended. • 

I talm this vpportunity to thank the 
J\:Iinister and his officers for the splendid 
work thov have done in con:;tructinfr build­
ings and' proYiding up-to-elate' conY;,lienccs. 
!\o part of the State has been 11eglected. 
The ckpartment has catered for districts 
in the South, Central, and Xorth. A new 
school was erected at I3undaberg :'\orth at 
a cost. of £1,180, and another -at I3urleigh, 
a scasJCle resort that caters for the holidav 
requirements of many children from the out· 
back parts of the State. There was no 
GoYernment school building at Burleigh for 
many years. I passed through I3urleigh the 
other day and I noticed th-at it was com­
pleted, that the grounds arc being improved. 
and it would appear that it will be readv 
for the children in the very near future, 
The estimated cost was £1,340. I c!o not 
think that anv children are attendinu- the 
school at the p;-e,ent moment. The rcp0l1, also 
indicates that a new school was erecter] at 
Parra1natta, just outside Cairns, at a cost 
of £1.517. The department was instructed 
to erect a building with accommodation for 
560 pupils-quite a large number. The 
Western districts han> not been overlooked. 
A don1cstic sci(•nco and n1anual tr.aiuino­
bu11 din!S has been ron:-;truch_,d iu conjunctio~ 
with the CharleYil!o State Pclwol at a cost 
of nearly £1,000.~ . 

All these buildings ha ,.c been cons1 ructed 
on 1110dern lines. · l\Ian.v y<:a rs a;J!O. ,·vhcn 
the system of rural schools and domc,tic 
science and nlanua] training >xas adopted. 
tha work was carried out 1n little din(ry 
rooms und0r school buildings. At tin1~~ 
there \Ya' not enough n.<tural light to enc1ble 
the teachers to carry out th0ir work in a 
proper manner and artificial light had to be 
fref!ucntly useil. The Department of Public 
Works has now constructed 1nodcrn kitchens 
with UI?·to-date culinary equipment, including­
convrrncnt cupboards, racks, and locker:::. 
The buildings arc well Yentibtecl and in 
Jnanual trairline- school~ conYcnicnt boneht<~ 
~WYC bt.:t~n built' for carpcntnring. tin-s1nith= 
Ing, leather war k. an cl other trades. and 
Ycry attractive cupboards have b•en con­
~tr~ctc•d tn enable the etudt!nts to di"pl ty 
thmr work. These modern builtlingf' and 
equipment ha\c not been prm·idcd onh· in 
the Plectorates represented by member·, of 
the Government. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Why should they b2? 

Mr. GLEDS0::"-1: I am pointing out that 
that is not so, b.-,causE' I understood that 
the hon. member for Oxlov complained that 
similar improvements had not heen r>trrit'd 
out d the Sherwood and Oxley State Schools 
es in other electorates. The Department of 
Public Works is giving attention to eyerv 
electorate throughout the State. Te ke the 
Childe~s .State School, the remodelling of 
vvhiCh 1s 111 progress at an esbma.ted cost of 
£3.110. That estimate is three tim"" in 
excess of what is being spent on so~1e sclJ.-JO~'i 

j}fr. Gledson. 1 
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iu the (:>lectora,t( rCfLC·"cnted by Government 
Incn1bcrs. 

:"vlr. lYlAxWELL: \Yhat are you stonmvalling 
for? 

:\Ir. GLEDS0;\1: I should be one of the 
last hon. members to indulge in stone­
"·alling tactics. (Opposition laughter). I 
am pointing out certain facts of which I 
considered this Committee should be cog­
msant. The hon. members for Oxley and 
~'mango complained that public \\arks >vere 
not being done in their electorates. I am 
giving proof of the contrary. Tlw £3,110 
lJ:•ulg ~pent on the Chllder:' State School 
is :wt for the erection of a new building; 
rt IS to remodel the ocd building to enable 
the whole of the school practice to be 
modernised. Then I find that the Coolan­
gatta State School in the Albc•rt electorate 
is being added to and rcmode!led at a 
cost of £1,505, and domestic science classb 
have been established. The old building 
was erected on a hill, and as it was so small 
the teachers had to take several classes on 
the ground floor. The remodelling will 
enable wood working and domestic science 
classes to be conducted. The report also 
d~>clo"cs that the Dalbv State School is 
being remodelled, with. additions, at an 
estimated cost of £3,811. Hon. meinbers 
will admit that that is a considerable sum 
of money to expend in that centre but 
Dalby is a growing district, and the d~part­
ment recogmses that its public buildings 
1nust be in keeping vvith its in1portance. 
So it is being remodelled to provide seat­
mg accommodation for 408 primary and 
srxty-four high school puprls. The ventila­
tion and lighting of the old building, which 
,,-ere far from satrsfactory, will be made 
adequate, and will be better arranged. 
l'revrously the lrght shone in the eves of 
the pupils, which detracteol from theii- com­
fort and impaired their efficicncv. The 
light will now shine over the pu);il's left 
shoulders, and enable them to >vork in 
comfort. 

The department is also doino- work for 
the Gatton Agricultural High 

0

School and 
College. which is controlled by the Depart­
ment of Agriculture, and is in the electorate 
of West Illoret~n. It is spending £11,442 
m the constructron of a new dormitory to 
accommodate additional students and re­
painting the whole of the buildi{lgs. It is 
alw proposed to erect a glass house in order 
that the students may study plant propaga­
tion under the climatic conditions that obtain 
in other countries. 

The rPmodelling and additions at the Gor­
dom·al<~ State School are estimated to cost 
£5,100. and at the Irlgham State School 
£3.965. The I1"wich ~ orth State School, 
when completed, will cost £12,900, and the 
smYeragc installation at the l\1aryborough 
Central State School i' estimated to cost 
£2,624. The remodelling and additions at the 
:\Iurgon State School are estimated to cost 
£1,698. I congratulate the hon. member for 
Wide Bay upon having that work carried 
out. The cost of the domestic science and 
manual training buildings at the Pomona 
State School are estimated at £1,150. 

I congratulate the department on the 
excellent work it carried out last year and 
it is continuing to carry out this year for 
which it descnes the commendation of ~vcrv 
1ncrnbcr in tl1i.s House. ~ 

[Jlr. Gledson. 

Mr. ('L.\ YTOX (Wide Bt1y) 1_2.40 jun.]: 
The lion. lllCtnbcr for I ll.:'Wich .spoke a-t great 
length on Inatter::'i ranging frotn laYatoried 
at State schools tu kitchen:; at hospital:'. l 
J.o not. kno~.v \Yhether the hon. :.ncn1ber con· 
sidered it \\'a3 a very interesting dissertu­
tion, but it is only '"hac one \\·ould expect 
from one "~ho spok'o v:ith the object of stone­
walling. 

There is no doubt the department's report 
indicates that a good deal of money was 
spent last year in connection with State 
schooh and public buildings generally; but 
It IS abo true th<>t a large amount of money 
has been qwut in the city, compared with 
the arnount ;,pent n1 the couutrv. Thousand;, 
of ponnds ha Ye been spent on· public build­
ings in the citiF·; but the hon. rnember could 
only nlention one or two ca:<es 1.vhcre n1oney 
!Jad been S]Wnt in the couutrv. \Ye are not 
\Yorriod about. the aruount tf1at 1.Yas -;pent; 
\Ye do cornplain, howPYCl', that prior to an 
election the Labour Party always speed up 
C'xpcndtturn In ordf'r to 1n~ke it appear to 
the people that a wan' of prosperity is 
:-.weeping oyer tho State, but ~o soon as tht 
election is o,~er there is a curtailnu~nt 
0~pecially in couutrv aren:;;. The hon. rnern~ 
ber fa~~ Xanango vhas <?O!Hplained. and I 
complain, of the lack of 0xpcnditure on 
8tate schools in the countrv dj~trids at tlw 
pr0~ent tin1c. In nJany instances I have ber~n 
able to prove to the Departnwnt of Public 
Instruction that a ll('W school buildino· or 
repair:, to an existing one are warra~t0d, 
anJ the 111aiter Las been then referred to 
the Depal'tmPnt of PulJlic \l."orks whi,'h 
iafonn~ 1110 that work will be carried out 
vdwn fundr. are available. 

Funds are available al, 1 he present tinlD 
for orccting buildillgs iu the citic~ anJ 
towns, but unfortunately Rnn1c coqntrY resi­
dents must lack proper facilities for thc 
edLH at ion of !heir children. A school w;d 
t0acher' ;3 reside nee \VC re authorised in :r11y 

electorate son1c two years ago. .Although I 
haye worn out the carpeh in the offices 
of tho heads in the Department of Public 
Instruction I am informed that funds arc 
not yet a Yn.ilablo. Yet innuediatcl v prio1· 
to the last clectioH nHtnv work5 \YcrO under-
taken. ~ 

It l."Vould be a yorv good thino- if a sun1 
of monc':v were placrd on the Esti7nates to be 
used by !he DPpartment of rublic Instruction 
~n doing sntal.l jobs on the buildings under 
Jts care, >Yillch at present have to bo 
referred to the Department of Public \Yorb 
for report. A grca t deal of red tape is 
~sed and costs arc incurred in having an 
Inspector of the Department of l'ublic 
Works journeving to small schools in outl:viug 
distncts to report on the need for a now 
rail on the veranda, or a new set of steps. 
The work could ,be nndertalwn bv thp 
Department of Public Instruction tllrom;h 
the school conunittee, which could engage·- a 
local carpenter. I. trust the Minister will 
ha ye the suggestion Jdoptcd. It would be 
tho means pf proy'iding better facilities 
for education in the countrv districts. \V e 
should look very thoroughl:v" into the ques­
tion of education in Queensland. This is a 
primary producing State. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber must remember that he is not dealing 
with the vote for the Department of Publie 
Instruction, but with that for the Depart­
ment of Public iVorks. 

Mr. CLAYTON: If we ask people to go 
on the land and r('side in countty areas \VQ. 
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must proYidc proper school buildings for 
their children, and which are erected bv 
the Department of Public vVorks. The adop­
tion of the contract system has resulted 
ln onr being as successful fts \Vel are at the 
precent time, but we can do a great deal 
Inore. Under this svste1n the 1noncv aYail­
able for public buildings can be made to 
go muc·h further than under the day labour 
system. ( venture to nsscrt that school 
buildings in country districts are 11ow 
crcctPd under the contract system 40 per 
cent. cheaper than by day labour. 

}lr. JESSOJ'\ (11. cnncdy) L2.48 p.m.] In 
:1lmost the same bread1 the hon. member 
for \Vide Bay complains of the expenditure 
of monev lYv the department, and that 
alJcq:edly" neccSSHl')' irnprO\"ell1l'l1tS haYO 
not been made in his electorate. It is 
obvious that as he only returns to the House 
on Tncsday and leaves on Friday he has 
not bothered much about his electorate. 

~fr. SPE.\.KER: Order! 

Mr. JESSO""': The policy of the Depart­
ment of Public \¥arks during the past three 
years has been to create work for the unem­
ployed, and at the same time provide social 
facilities Sl!Ch as schools and hospitals. 

It is a well know·n fact that public works 
create an improvement in tl'ade, _for 
greater employment means greater spendmg 
power in thG people. So primary producers, 
manufacturers. and retailers all derive 
benefit from · the revival policy of this 
GovcrnmPnt. As I rnentioned some davs 
ago, the Tory Party in Englnnd arc initi­
ating a £24,000,000 public works reYival 
ccheme. having evidentlv realised, from 
their obscnation of the actions of Govern­
ments in what the_v may regard as unim· 
portant parts of the Em11ire, that such a 
policv brings abont an improve1nent in 
conditions. 

The hon. member for Wide Bay the hon. 
member for l\'anango. and other "hon. mem­
bers opposite have· suggested that the 
Department of Public Works is confininv­
its activities to the city and giving no cm{'. 
si?eration to the conntry. That suggestion 
wlll not be accepted b_v hon. members on 
t ~is side of the House who represent country 
dJstncts. As a country representative I am 
very ~rateful for the work of the depart· 
ment m my electorate, and I think that in 
those words I express the feeling of the 
majority of hon. members representing 
country districts on both sides of the House. 
My district has been particularly well 
looked after. Schools have been repaired. 
painted, and kept in good condition. Th-· 
Jngham State School has been remoclcllcJ 
and the buildings moved so that the childr<en 
will not be so subject to the diseomfort' 
of wet seasons and extreme heat. 'The onlv 
other impronment I should like to see to 
that school is the imtallation of a dental 
clinic. The work at that school was carried 
out by day Iabonr at a cost of £3.965-
many pounds under the estimate. It will be 
completed within a week or so, w·hen the 
sehool will be holding its jubilee, at which 
I hope to attend A fine gang of men 
is working at. that school, in charge 
of ]\fr. Rooncy as foreman of works. 
They travel to outlying districts to effect 
urgent repa.irs, unci the work at the Ingham 
State School is a credit to them •and the 
department. This gang has proved conch!· 
sivcly that with the right men the day labour 

system is far preferable to contract. I had 
experience of the contract system during 
the tragic period between 1929 and 1932. 

Under the contract system we had to be 
out on the job all hours of the day, from 
early morning till late at night. One of 
the workers was paid 2s. a week more than 
the others to set the pace, and if we could 
not paint th<l same area or do the same 
amount of carpentering as he we were 
severe!: censured by the boss, and often 
sacked. At that time the labour market 
was over-supplied with the very best trades­
~nen the Stat~ could produce, but to-day 
It Is very difhcult indeed to get a skilled 
man. Under the contract system the 
employer insisted on the last ounce of blood 
and sweat, compcllino- his workers even to 
avail themselves of the full moon to nail 
on roofs, paint houses, and do other work. 
Carpenters were compelled to act as 
plum_bers and paint~rs too, and thereby 
restrJct the opportumty of other tradesmen 
to secure employment. Hon. members oppo­
site know that the majority of contractors 
are nothmg more nor less than sweaters 
and sweat their men for sixteen hours ~. 
day. 

Mr. EDWARDS interjected. 

Mr. JESSON: Judging from the appear­
ance of the hon. member for N anango I 
s~ould say he has not sweated very much in 
h1s hfe. I have not had time to ascertain 
the total amount expended by the depart­
ment on school buildings and other educa­
tional facilities last vear. An Intermediate 
school, estimated _to "cost £16,000, is in pro­
gress of co":stractwn at Ayr, but the report 
does not dJOclosc whether it is beino- con­
structed under the day labour or c~nt;.act 
system. I am satisfied that if it is being 
constructed wtd.cr the day labour system, 
and ~he gang of workmen employed is equal 
m efhnencv to the men emploved at Inn-ham 
the department will be very ~vel! pleased 
\nth the re~ults. 

Dmnestic :::.cience and manual traininO" 
buildings estimated to cost £1,684 arc i~ 
process of construction a>: the Babinda State 
School. They will provide dressmaking and 
cookery rooms. a woodwork roorn, and a. 
sheet metal workshop, and be of undoubted 
advantage both to the teachers an cl the pupik 
The Government are to he coniTratulated 
on extending domc~tic science and 1nanual 
training classes, and thereby helping school 
children to be?ome more than square pegs 
m round holes, m that they are thus able 
to gain an elementary knowledge of the 
trades to which they may_ be apprenticed on 
completmg then· schoolnw. The da ,,ses 
offer cow•idcrab1c incenti,·c" to the children 
to prepare for the battle of life. In ·· r lL' 
g.ood old days," as sornc: holl. n1en1bcr::! oppo· 
site. term them, the chJ!dren on completing 
their schoolmg, were forced out into the 
har;J world to earn a meagre livelihood at 
sellmg . newspapers or some other menial 
occupatwn, but. thank goodness, the Labour 
Government have abolished those bad prac­
tJces, and the poorer children of our genera­
hen have n:n equal opportunity in life 
with the chJldren of wealthy parento to 
prepare for the struggles ahead. A sum 
of £1,635 is also being expended on lava­
tory blocks and sewerage at the Babinda 
State School. 

In his opening remarks. the hon. member 
for Wide Bay made some ridiculous state­
ocnents about sewers and kitchens, but these 

Jlr. Jesson.] 
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are two very important factors in the life 
of the communitv. If children are not 
properly nourished and cared for they are 
unable to equip themse:ves vvith the know· 
ledge needed to enable them to fight the 
battle of life. I am glad that the old, 
filthy. unhygienic, and insanitary rnethods 
have been cast overboard, and that the 
Gonrnmcnt have decided that nothing but 
the best sanitary conveniences are good 
enough. The hon. member for Wide Bay 
re1nains in the sarno old groove, thr sing le 
track, and will never get out of it as long 
as he lives. He does not believe in building 
good kitchens or improving the eanitary 
conveniences of State schools. I remember 
that when I attended school in the Hawkes. 
bury River district we could always locate 
the sanitary convenience' with the aid of 
our noses. Thanks to a Labour Gov·ern­
ment, such conditions are rapidlv changing 
in Queensland. " 

A new school is being erected at X orth 
Bundaberg at an estimated cost of £1,180. 
Children must be educated in hc"1lth' and 
congenja,l surrouudings; thejr first ifnpre-.,­
sions are the lasting impression.,. A child 
reared and educclted in bright and healthy 
surroundings v;·ill be better fitted for the 
fight for life than one reared and educated 
in uncong;enial and insanitary surroundings, 
and it is the policy of the department to 
erect buildings that will giye them that 
nnyjronn1cnt. 

A new State school is being ~reeled at 
R ur!cigh Heads to accommot'at,, fort-· 
pupil'. at an estimated cost of £1.340. I 
am pleased to note that the clepartn;cnt has 
n1ade proviS!jon for a folding partition in 
this .5Cbool. Son1e time ago I n1ade n~prc­
•emations to the :Ylinistcr to adopt the fold­
ing P'' rtition in rnan:- of our schools. but 
he told me that State schools vvcre erected 
for the education of our children and not 
for tlw holding of dances. The GoYcrnnwnt 
~hould encourage social functi0ns in State 
scl1ools in the countrv districts. The fixed 
\tall l1as been rcn1oven frorn schools in n1:;· 
electorate and replaced by the folding parti­
tion. which enables the school committee 
to organise weekly or fortnightly social 
functions. ::\IitnY of the school committees 
in my 0lectorate' are l1ard pressed for funds. 
That at Garlmtt's Siding. on the outskirts 
of Tmvnsvillo. clcopite the economic hrmdi­
caps of the last four or Gve years, raised 
cnoug1J fron1 socia] (~ntertainrnents to pro­
vide eyery child attending the school with 
l-1ooks and n1aterial. Folding partitions also 
ir,clirectly contribute to the educational wel­
fare of t'he children. I am v-ery pleased that 
tlw :Minister has reconsidered his decision. 
The Parramatta State School at Cairns is 
h~tYing· ndditions at an esbrnatcd cost of 
£1.517. 'rho partitions in this ·d10ol "·ill 
.1l'o Le of the folding type, so that my 

fell on fertile soiL ~ow that the 
has been remov-ed the room will 

accommodate all the children when tbcy arc 
a:::'::f'Inblccl to he<-1 r an address by .a visitor, 
~uch as a mcrnber of Parliament, a l\Tinister 
of the Crown. or a minister of religion; 
rn'r•,·iou;;;ly n1any of tl1en1 had to stand in the 
:-.nr:. 

The domc"tic science and manual training 
buildings at the CollinsYille State School are 
pstimat;,d to cost £983. These buildings arc 
similar to those at Babinda. with the; cxcep· 
tion that theY arc on low stumps. The work 
at Collimv-ii!e ro)Jresents a fine effort to 

[Jir. Jcsson. 

proYide accmnrnodation for the children vvho 
are obtaining their initiation into the trades 
thev desire to follow. The installation of 
se\\:erage at the Collinsville State School is 
a prorrrf''3iYe step on which both depart­
menb-3 ~iXe to be cornn10nded. The school.: in 
the south-v\ e~t and uorth-·wcst haYO not 
usual!' the advantage of such hygienic 
arrang·erncnt~. 

The rcmodplling of the Childcrs State 
School is estimated to cost £3,110. The work 
is in progrC'ss and when cornplctod \'vill 
proYidt• a. ne·\\' class-room . and n1akt.' t~e 
school ln ightcr. Labour s slogan. 1s, 
" Brighter schools will make brrghter 
children " and I am pleased to know that 
the Soc'retarv for PubltC \Vorks is giving 
effect to it. c 

The remodelling and addition? to th0 
Cunnamulla State School are estnnated to 
cost £1.770, those at Dalby £3,811, and thos~ 
at Coolangatta £1,505. The remodelling and 
addit.ions to the Gordonntle State School are 
estimated to cost £5.100, the 'recti on of th8 
Ipswich .:\'orth State School £12,900. and the 
sPwerage installation at the )flaryborough 
Central State School £2,624. I trust the 
i\Iini•ter will be able to have the sewerage 
s;·,,iPin iHsta!lc·d at the Inghan1 State School 
.,:t a latl'r date. The remodelling and addi. 
tions to the lVlurgon State School are esti­
wated to cost 1.698. and domestic science 
anll n1anual training buildings at the PonlOlla 
Stall' School at £1,150. The seYYerago 
installation at the Sandgate State School ;, 
estituatcd to cost £1,900. I an1 sure tl1e 
hon. ITI0Jnber Ior Sandgate "\Yas nJcast'd to 
note that, and as I Jiye at Sandgate I 
appreciate iho effort"' of the departuwnt. 

The erection of a State school at St. Gcorgc 
is estimated to cost £2.277, and a teache1·' s 
residence at the Southport State School 
£1,063. These works arr> characteris_tic of 
the treatment meted out to teachers m t!J<' 
countrv. In some places they have ~o ride 
several miles to and from school, Ftnd thr 
farmhouses at which they are accommodated 
do not always provide congenial su~round­
ings. The average school teacher 1s Yer.1· 
intellio-ent and used to the comforts of 
ciYiliz~tion. and at a farm he has to get 
up early if he wishes to hav-e breakfast when 
it is cooked. 

The farmer comes home at lunch time and 
continue, his \York in the cool of the after· 
noon and the school teacher has to wait 
until' all hours in the night for a hot meal. 
As conditions ue, such a state of affairs 
could not be avoided. Of course, the farmer 
cannot be expected to alter his routine. 
C'peciallv because in a great number of 
instance; he charg·es the school teacher 
merelv a nominal fee or nothing at all. Xm· 
do I"' think the teacher wonld desire it. 
The m a iority of teachers do not whinge but 
adapt themsel yes to rural conditions. The 
present Government hav-e reahsed that to 
get effectiv-e work from a teacher they mmt 
see to it that he is happy and contented. 
School tcachin er is recognised as being O!lL' 

of the n1ost ~rduous callings a n1an or 
woman conld follow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. 
member ,,·ill hav-e to connect his remarb 
vv-ith the vote under discuss;on. 

J\Jr. JESSON: The provision of a teacher's 
residence a.djacent to the school conduces 
to co.ntentment. and the Department of 
Public Works is entrusted with the duty 
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of erectiniT a suitable building. A teacher's 
reordence "at an estimated cost of £1,063 i3 
in course of ercection at the Southport Stat~. 
School) with lavatory Llocks and ~oweragc 
installations at £1,830. 

A State school and teacher's residence 
at Toobanna, a sugar-grow·ing !eentrE" 6 
n1iles fron1 Ingha1n, have been con1pletcd at 
a cost of £1.780. The old school was a 
small building on low blocks. and during· 
rc>ce·.-es the children had to find shade under 
the mango trees in the yard. The ne;v 
building is on high blocks -and provision rs 
made for a. great amount of light and 
fresh air. The teacher's residence is a 
credit to the department. During the next 
fortnight or so I shall have the honour of 
Dfficially declaring the school open, 
although the inhabitants of the district 
cannot be said to be favourable to the policy 
of the Labour Party, so that the suggE•stiorB 
emanating from bon. meml:)crs opposite are 
rcfnted. 

A new school is being erected at East 
Toowoomba, <and additions are being mad0 
to the \Yarwick East ~tate School. In 
regard to the latter, the report states-

" A new wing has been provided at 
this school, ha\'ing three class rooms. 
·:,ith verandas on three sides and con­
nected to the existing building by "'· 
covered wav. The construction was of 
-;, ood with iron roof, and the area under 
the school concreted and closed. Thil 
adclition accommodates 120 pupils." 

This speaks very well for the foresight of 
the d<'partment. for under the administra­
tion of Labour, Governments the State will 
certainly progress. 

The Department of Agriculture and S.tock 
is spending £11,600 on extra office accom­
moclation. Hon. members who t•akc the 
trouble to walk down \Villiam street will 
sec a vcrv fine building that will help tlw 
officers of the department to carry out tlwir 
arduous duties under hetter conditions. 

The work of the department in the 
oroY1~1on of babv clinics in country 
~rutrc~ i:-- to be ~o1nn1ended. For 1nany 
YCCll"' I have agitatecl for the eotablisb­
iuer1t· of one at Ingham, but without 
HlCCC ,.s. I am pleased to say that a clinic 
has now been erected by the Country 
Women's Association and fitted out bv the 
DcyJHtmcnt of Public \Vorks. The nee'd for 
ihat clinic is empbasi.sed by the fact that the 
avHage daily attendance is 20.8. Since I 
have been in Bnsbanc, I have been 
astoHishecl at the number of babv clinics in 
various suburbs. The buildings~ have hcen 
designed with an eye to hygiene. they arc 
easily kept clean, and are a credit to their 
architects. 

Some time ago I inspected the asylum at 
Goodna and was very hvourably impressed 
'.<v i he 'excellc'nce of the building that has 
bioen erected bv the Department of Public 
\Y mks under the day-labour system. It is so 
designed that the v ard('r in charg~ can 
supervise the \\·hole of tlw wards wnhout 
lcaYing a table in the centre of the roon1. 
E,-erY comfort is provided for the unfortu­
nate~ inrnates, and tho eleruent of danger 
has b0en reduced to a minimum. \Vindows 
arc ect in cavities in the wall, and there 
are no sharp corners upon which the patients 

~njurP then1solvcs. T~1e layout i~ .such 
fresh air and snnshm~ are admrttcd 

to building and adequate protection is 

proYided again3t excessivt: heat. The build~ 
ing is certainly a credit to the clcpartrnent. 

I \Vas a t~o highly delighted \Vith the excel~ 
]pnce of the work being c,trried out by the 
departinent at thP Brisbane General . I-Io3-
pital, vvltPrc n1any workrne-n arc ererhng; a 
block of building> that will bA a lastmg 
rnonuinent to the hurnane policy of this 
GoYcrnn1ent. 

I did not intend spcakin4· at such length 
upon thi' subject, but I feit it my duty to 
reply to the statmPnts made by hon. members 
oppc.,ite "vho, speaking with their tongue:.;; 
in their cheeks, condcrnn the g-reat \vork that 
os being carri"d out bv the Government. If 
the rnoncy Vi as bPing t'hrown away on useleFJ::; 
'·sand-shifting,. johs I should be the first 
to object, hut it is being expended on a 
re\~i val policy which has proved of great 
benefit to tlw State and the people. 

Resolution 23 (Department of Public 
\V or ks-C'bicf Office) agreed to. 

HE>~olutions 24 to 27, both inclusive, agreed 
to. 

Resolution 
Ofjil'e "-

28-" The Treasurcr--('lt ief 

Mr. WALS.H (Jfimni) [3.23 p.m.]: The 
rnain subject tu which I \vi~h to refer is dw 
que2tion of representation nt the Interna­
tional Dugar Conference in London next 
year. I think it wrll be readily agreed 
that the results 0f the conference will h{I.H1 
an important bearing on the future of the 
sugar industry in thit3 StatP_ and that it is 
essPntial that Queensland ohoulcl be rcprc)­
"'nled. In thio House recently, the !Jon. 
member for L's, "·ho appeared to be spPak­
ing with somE~ authoritY-as if he had been 
briefed by the ugar ~ organisations-repre­
sented tlwt no request bad been made by 
the -ugar indthtry that it ehould be repre­
sented at the confN·ence. I do not wi,h it 
to be understood that I am speaking with 
the authority of the Que<'nsland Cdne­
growers Council, whirh is quite capabh} 
of looking after the interests of ib own 
member,. The hon. member for Isis was 
quite definit0 in his statement that he knew 
that no request bad been made for r-nY­
hody to go from Queensland on behalf 0f 
the sugar indu-:try, but his. statenH'nt v...1s 
not in accordance with the facts. and I 
desire to, take thi~ opportunity of stating 
that as far back Gs September last a request 
'yas made by the QtHiensland Canegrov\'crs' 
Council that Queensland should be ad:e­
quately represented. The hon. nlclubcr for 
Isis 1nay doubt rny statc1nent, and to pL.~o 
tlw matter bevond doubt I shall read tl!ls 
letter, dated 25th September. 1935, to the 
chairn1an of the Sugar Board, }1r. Short--

"HE Ix'IERXATIOX.\L ~-c-GAR GoxFERE~;cE. 

" You ''"ill ren1en1bcr that in a recent 
discussion rnention v.-as Jnado of the 
fact that it ,,-as essential our Qneercs­
laud Government and the sugar industry 
should be as strongly rcproscntet~ a~ 
pos6ible at the forihcoining. Ini ?rn!lttonal 
Sugar Conference, Ht w}ueh It 1s pro­
po.scd to deal with the question of o,·cr­
production. 

'; Y\'"ith this in yicvv. our associt:njon 
''our board to' brino· under the 

o( the Government th
0

at we think 
thev should make ever" en.cJea .-our to 
sec- that Queensland interests are well 
represented. 

.Mr. Walsh. J 
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" \V c undcr:;:tand, of course, that 
r-xport quotas ar·c lllll're a CC'nunon~ 
wealth matter, and that no doubt the 
Commonwealth GoYernrnent has bceu 
asked to interest itself in the proposed 
conference." 

I "·ish 1 o stress this part of the letter-
,, On the other hand, in this case it 

is the Queensland sugar industry's inter­
Ests which should predominate, and we 
feel mre you will agree direct representa­
tion would be prefer a blc. 

" \Ve realise that Governments intor­
ec,ted will, to a considerable extent be 
responsible for the person ne I of 'any 
representation, and trust vou will brin ~ 
the abovementioned '\Jie1W;; under th~ 
notice of the Premier. 

"Yours faithfully, 
"R. J'vivm." 

'IJ1at letter completely dispos~s of the con­
tention of the hon. member for Isis. 

In order to prove that the request has 
not come from only one section of the 
industry, I quote this telegram sent to the 
'freasurer bv the JYlackav District Cane­
growers' ExCcuti vc, of w hl'ch I arn ·a rneru ~ 
her-

" It is the opi11ion of the :\1ackay 
District Canegrowers' Execntivc that the 
Queensland sugar industry should be 
strongly represented at forthcoming 
jntornational sugar conference to be 
held in London. as it is understood 
questions will be considered which mav 
scriouslv affect the future welfare of 
this State's mgar industry. It is desired 
that you attend su.ch conference as 
Queensland's representati:v0, if at all 
possible. Kindly •advise your views 
tll1s request." 

Th;,t cxccnti,-e rcnre't'llt' about 2,000 
grcvvcr"'. o~· apprcxiriult0lv 25 PPr cPnt. of 
th0 total number in Queensland. It has no 
desire to dictate to the State or Common­
wealth Go,-crnmcnt in the matter but it 
considers that it has the ri~ht at 'least to 
r.nnke the rt'quL•st to the Pr('lHiPr. 

I also propose to quote a letter from the 
r,Ll<'lwy Suf!ar Manufacturers' A,sociation. 
The association is reprc.,cntativ· of all of 
the sugar-mills in the Mackay di2t•·;ct. and 
I quote the letter to show that the industrv 
as n who!<•, quite apart from the political 
views held by hon. members on this side, 

1rn thd the best possible renre'entation 
available to thL' indmtrv at -this confcr­

p;lcc. I knovv the n10n1bcrS of this associa­
tion pcr~onr:tll_v. aBd to rny kno,vlcdge not 
011e of th0n1 ~upports onr p3rt~~. Thn foUow­
Hip ldter to a C'f'rtaln f xte11t ~trc-ngthcn3 tho 
request from the growers :-

ThC' l\{uckav Sugar 1Ianufacturers' 
Association·: 

" ~.:leickny. 9th October, 1935. 
'' The I--lon\ urabl0. 

")~·'· Forgan Sm;th, ::'vi.L.A., 
BnsCane. 

'· S)r,-:-At a H"t:rnt n1eeting of this 
assocJahon-rrp;·<esent.ativo of all the 
1nil!s in the district--reference was made 
to PrcH reports on the matter of repro­
Sf''Jt,atJOn of the sugar industry at the 
conferenc0 being corn·ened at home bv 
Mr. Malc-olm MacDonald for the con-­
sidcr?.tion of a scheme for the stabilis­
ing of .'lugar prjrf's, and the ~uggestion 

[Mr. Walsh. 

that you be approached to attend the­
conference in the interests of our 
industry was noted, and I was requested 
to say that the members of this associa­
tion are fully in accord \vith the sugges­
tion, and are hopeful that you may see 
your "·ay to repreoent the industry on 
this occasion, in view of the vital 
importance of the matters to be di'l­
cussed. 

"Yours faithfully, 
"S. \VATT, 

"Hon. Secretary.'' 

There again is direct evidence to rebut tl16' 
statement of the hon. member for Isis. 
Requests have come fron1 nun1erotB parts 
of the State including official bodies such 
as the Queensland Cane Growers' Council, 
that the Treasurer should attend this con­
ference in their interests. There is nothing· 
strange in this n:quest when one realises 
that in 1934 both associations extended a 
similar invitation to the Treasurer to attend 
on their behalf a conference to be held in 
London. We also know that the gerwral 
manager of the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company, Sir Philip Goldfinch, during thee 
holdiJ1g of that conference, drew public 
a ttcntion to the abilitv of the Premier to­
deal with quC'stions vaffecting the ::;uga!'" 
industry. His long- experience as a repre­
sentative of the sugar industry and his 
interest in it made him, Sir Philip Gold­
finch stated, as capable as anyone else of 
de-aling with all phases of it. 

I propose quoting from a letter of a more 
recent date in regard to this matter. I 
have strhosed the fact that the Queensland 
Cane Grower:->' Council have no desire to 
dictate to the Commonwealth Government 
any more than the Mackay Cane Growers' 
Executive. but as the interests of Queensland 
are pre-eminPnt they consider that bodies 
representative of the producers should have 
some voice in naming thP delegate to the 
idernational conference Mr. A. R. Towns­
end has been mentioned, and the l\1ackay 
Cane Gro\vers' Executive has no objection 
to his atcompanying- the Treasurer as the 
official ach·iser or Commonwralth represen­
tative. '''e are not fussy on that point r 
\Yn reaF"' that the Commonwealth Govorn­
Jllf'nt,, like the Stnte Governn1ent, h&v8 a 
righi- tn sekct Hwir own representative, but 
we .<av the,t as th<' conference is of such far­
re~ehing importance the case for the indu,\.rv 
in th;s State should be put hy someorw 
directlv intcre<ted in this State· .and i-fw­
fnture. 1vclfarE' of the jndustry. The cJW:e~ 
flTO\VCrB. through their organisation, hanJ­
indicatecl thnt in their opinion no perwn 
is better qnalificd to repr0sent their interests 
cffieent]y than the Tr0amrer. The Quccn'­
land Car:p tirowers' Council. f0llowing on 
jts letter of 25th December Ja:;;t. wrot':- to thB 
cha1nnan of th0 Sngar Board on the 28th 
of October. as follows:-

"RE I;-;:TERNATIOXAL Sl'GA.R CONFERENCE. 

"Dear Sir.-
" Further to our lett0r of the 25th 

Septrmbrr, \t·e 0e'3irc to bring under 
your notice the following:-

" Recently the Mackay District Cane 
Growers' Executive wired the HmiOJ;r­
able the Premier dealing with represt'n­
tation at th;s conference, and pointr>~l 
out the desirability of th, Premier birn­
self attending su~h conference as Lite 
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Queensland representative if at all 
possible. The Premier in acknowledging 
this request set out he would discuss the 
matte1· with the Prime J\Iinister during 
his forthcoming visit to Melbourne. 

"\Ve have since been requested by the 
Mackay District Executive to take this 
matter up with the Prime Minister, with 
a view to supporting l.\Ir. Smith going 
as the Commonwealth renrcsentative and 
the suggestion that Mr.· Townsend also 
accompany Mr. Smith. 

" The consensus of opinion of our 
''xecntive members is de!initt•ly that it 
would be of considerable advantage to 
1:ur industry if Mr. Smith could be in 
London at the time of the conference. 
preferably, of course, as a direct repre: 
ef'ntative. but if not there is little doubt 
that in his position as Premier of this 
State, he would be able to watch oue 
interests very carefully and be in close 
touch with any proceedings. 

" The views of our council members 
hRYe been placed before the chairman 
of this association, Mr. George Johnson, 
and he now instructs me to request you 
to place the views of the council before 
Mr. Smith. 

"This will enable Mr. Smith, when 
discussing the matter with the Prime 
Minister. to point out that the industry 
is very desirous of him taking part in 
the conference, as so much is at stake 
s) far as this State and our industry is 
concerned. 

"It is thought you will agree. taking 
everything into consideration, that this 
j, FJ far more preferable way of dealing 
with the suggestion than a direct 
approach to the Commonwealth Govern­
ment at this juncture. 

"Yours faithfully, 
"R. MtaR, 

" Asst. Secretary." 

The hon. member for Isis should be satis­
fied-and I am sorry he is not .present-that 
the request for representation at the Inter­
national Sugar Conference overseas has come 
from the industry itself. 

For some reason , or other hon. members 
opposite showed a desire to discuss the sugar 
question. That was shown during the recent 
industrial trouble in the sugar industry in 
the North. Legislation dealing with it is 
before the Federal Parliament at the present 
time, and as a sugar grower and one repre­
senting a sugar district I think it is desirable 
that as little as possible should be said 
about the industry at this stage. 

The extension of the embargo has been 
referred to by the hon. member for Isis, and 
the extension of the .preference that was 
obtained at Ottawa. The hon. member is a 
sugar grower and as one who is actively 
<>ssociated with the canegrowers' associations 
has every facility for obtaining information 
on questions relating to the industry, yet 
the hon. member made a statement that tne 
Ottawa Conference was responsible for the 
extension of that preference. That may be 
partly true, but it is important that I should 
mention the matter, because there seems to 
be "' desire on the part of a section in this 
State that the industry should be repre· 
sented at the International Sugar Conference 
by a departmental officer. I do not wish 
to· underrate Mr. Townsend's ability-I have 

the highest regard for that gentleman-but 
at the same time I believe the question is 
too important for representation by a depart­
mental official. Hon. members know what 
happened nt Ottawa, where Mr. Pike repre­
sented the sugar interests and was not able 
to get in~ide the door, with the result that 
the sugar preference question as it affected 
Queentiland was not discus>ed at all. The 
South African delegate to Ottawa, having a 
status that enabled him to attend that con­
ference, was able to get an extension of 
the preference for one year. As a result 
the Premier of Queensland and the PrimP 
~Iinister of Australia, Mr. Lyons, sent a 
JOlllt cable to the Prime Minister of England 
asking for the same extension of preference. 
Whether the hon. member for Isis wished 
to mislead the House and the canegrowers 
I do not know, but his statement was 
certainly liable to do so. 

The hon. member also referred to certain 
forms of control that are now exercised in 
that industry. making it a.ppear that the 
Government led by the hon. member for 
Aubigny bad concurred in the growers' 
decision in the matter. That is not so. I 
think I can claim to know what I am talking 
about in this respect, because I have had a 
considerable association with the ·canegrowers 
interests. 

If the hon. member for Isis and the 
Leader of the Opposition read the verbatim 
report of the 1929 conference of the Queens­
land Canegrowers' Association they will 
learn that that body, and also the Austra­
lian Sugar Producers' Association, passed 
resolutions specifically excluding 1929 from 
the C'pera tions of the proposed peak year 
scheme. If they care also to read the 
verbatim report of the conference of the 
Queensland Canegrowers' Council in 1930 
they will find the same resolution, with a 
slight alteration, was agreed to I have not 
the verbatim report for 1929, but I hav:ll 
that for the 1930 conference, and for the 
benef1t of the Leader of the Opposition I 
desire to quote the remarks of the chairman, 
Mr. Johnson. He said-

" I will get the secretary to read the 
minutes that were passed at that June 
conference.'' 

When he refers to the June conference he 
means the conference of sugar interests, as 
opposed to that of the sugar growers-a 
point that is vital to remember. The con­
ferences of both associations of growers were 
held in March. The conference I now refer 
to was held· in June, shortly after the elec­
tion of the Moore Government. It was this 
fact that prompted me to make these 
remarks, and also those I made concerning 
this matter in the debate on the Address in 
Reply. The Moore Government introduced 
this scheme after it had been turned down, 
as it were, by the Secretary for Agriculture 
in the previous Government, the present 
Treasurer. Further, the matter had not 
been investigated to ascertain the likely 
effects in certain areas then more or less 
in the initial stages of development. Pro· 
ceeding. the chairman said-

" I will now read the motion so we 
will be sure everything is in order." 

That is, the motion that was agreed to 
at the conference of sugar interests, which 
reads-

" That the highest output of sugar 
of each mill in Queensland in any one 

Mr. Walsh,] 
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Y('ar sinco 1915 be taken as the li1uit of anv future year production for that 
particular mill. All sugar produced by 
any mill beyond this limit or any sugar 
Inanufactuecd fron1 eanc grovvn on 
unassigned la!l(h shall be deemed to be 
extra surplus. and shall be placed in a 
separate export pool, and the price 
payable being the netted price realised 
for all sugar exported, pro,·ided that 
in the cases of mills which have not 
reached a peak year equiyalent to twenty 
\Yl)Ck"'/ crushing at the ascragc weekly 
rate attained in the 1929 season. such 
peak vear shall be deemed to · be a 
ionnagC based upon hYcnty \Vt'cks' crush~ 
l1~g at that average rate, the cano so 
determined to be conYerted into terms 
of sugar. 

" T.he reassignments of all lands by 
the Central Cane Prices Board sha!l 
be finalised and simult:meou•lv gaz0tted 
at the close of the coming. Zrushing 
eeason. 

" The Sugar Boar·d shall be deetned 
tl1e authoritv to frx the neak >car, of 
all mills in accordance "·ith these re,olu­
tions. 

'" That the Goven1mcnt be asked by 
this conference to Inake an announc<> 
ment at an earlv dak that it will in 
1930, when acquiring the mgar for that 
!'Ca:::on, insprt. in the procla1nation 
clau3e9 which will giy;;~ dfec't to the 
resolutions pas~cd by- this conference in 
ronnection with the p:::ak yrar schenH~." 

I dcsir0 to point out that the inclusion 0f 
1929 -in thef:c quotas ha~ been responsible 
for adding approximately 25,000 to 30.000 
ton;;; Gf ~ugnr to ·what is known af' tl1e "No. 
1 Pool." The greatC'r portion 0f that ha.s 
gone to tbirtE'cn mills in the far n'wthern 
area·". It hns had t1w cffpct of ri'duc1ng 
the price of cane in the P1·q<;;crpine .1nrl. 
Mackay distrid. areas in ':''hich so much 
spttlement has taken place m recent years 
owinl\ to the development of lands along the 
North Coast railway line. The inclusion of 
the 1929 nroduction in thC'se quotas has had a 
verv serious effect on the electorate' I repro­
sr-IJt. ar:d also that repn-..,cnted by the }JOn. 
mc·mber for Isis, although I do not think 
the canegrowers generally ha vc been made 
aware that it has been responsible fo·r 
reduL ~ng the pricPs in those ;:n·eas. 

ll.t 11 lal"r opportunity I intend to go 
nlorc fullv int·J this n1att0r of the peak year 
ccheme, bee a u'e I am of opinion that the 
mat'e<'r should not bC' o llowed to rest. The 
Leader of the Opposition may raise the 
point that this Government have not altered 
the position. hut the fact remains that the 
rroc]amation giving full legal protection to 
UwF ~ auctas y .1S issu:-d bv t.he ::\foorc 
G<wc,·nm0nt in 1930. It is vcrv rliflicult for 
the Govprnments that follow to alter such 
a state d affairs for these flCoplc-the sugar 
jnterests, to u.:;:e a convf'nient term. ha"'f' 
been triwm the legal right to include that 
cugar in th0 No. 1 Pool. 

It is very difficu 1t to review the position 
until after 'a definite export programme has 
he en dec; dcd u pan. but I hope that the 
Government will review the position in the 
light d circumstances P.s they exist to·day, 
once tlrte policy decided upon by the Inter­
national Sugar Conference is made known. 

I am pleased that the Treasurer has 
aecepted the invitation to represent the 
industry at that conference, and I feel con-

[Mr. Walsh. 

f.JeJlt that whatever part he plays in the 
deliberations of that conference, Queeusl.urd 
interests will be adequately safeguarded. 
Although the Commonwca lth Government 
are the deciding factor so far •as the quota 
is concerned, it must be evident to anyono 
who has studied the sugar industry that t.hc 
machinery necessary for carrying out sucL 
arrreoments is largely Quecnland's. For that 
r;ason it is •all the more desirable that 
someone in a high official position should 
represent this State. 

Mr. ::VlcLEAN (JJundalnr(J) [3.51 p.m.J: 
The hon. member for Mirani has stated 
clearly thA position with regard to the 
sugar industry in Queensland. The hon. 
member's remarks concerning the effect of 
the Sugar Agreement upon farmers in his 
electorate apply with equal force to the 
district I represent, one of the oldest sugar­
grmving centres. in the State. . The hon. 
m0mber has outhned the drfficultres suffcrc-d 
bv canegrowcrs with regard to Nos. 1 and 
2" pools as a result of action taken b,v th<O 
Moore Qoyernment m 1930. So senOt;slc 
has it affected the canf'growcrs in rny e1ec~ 
torate tha·t many of them are in •a very 
parlous position. They have been able to 
harvest only 60 per cent. of their cane an • .l 
are finding it difficult to make ends meet. I 
hopE' that there will be a review of the 
whole position in the near future so that 
justice will be mete.d. out to tl;ose. canc­
gro\vcrs who are sufferrng from drsabtht1es. 

It is a glowing- tribute to the Treasurer 
of this State that he should be select<;·d .by 
the Australian Sugar Prod~.~cers' Associ_atton 
and Queensland Canegrowers' C.ounr1l a;; 

their ambaseu<lor at the forthcommg ~nLr· 
national Sugar Conference. There rs n<Y 
man with a more intimate knowledge of the 
difficulties bf'sctting tiw sugar industry than 
the Trea~urer. 

?>Jr. :\1AHER: Yon are giving him an extm 
strip'"· 

:Mr. McLEA:'-;: The stripe has already 
been giYeri to him by the sugar·i?rowers, 
irrespective of political o.pinion? .. It ts pleas­
ing to note that the polnrcal oprmons of therr 
members did not prevent them from select­
ing the man thev LOnsiden:d to be the most 
capable to represent then- mterests overseas. 

The Bundaberg refinery is oquippod with 
the most up·to·date machinC'ry, but rt t& 

unfortunate that it can operate for ouh· a 
short period of the year becau.sc a con· 
sidcrable quantity of raw sugar Is sent fm· 
refining to other States. The farmers an<i 
tlw workers en"a gee! in the industry an 
suffering considerable disabilities on this 
account and I urg-e the GoYcrnmcnt to giYO 
~orious con-.;jderation to the matt~r. rrhn 
mgar can he rC'Gncd just as cfficrently nt 
Bundabcrg as at anv other refinorv m the 
Commornvcalth, and I snggest that the Suga.t 
Board allocate a greater quantity of .:raw 
sugar to the BundabPrg refinerv so that rt 
n:av operate for a longer }H").nod than a,t, 

preSent-say, up to nine rnonths. . . 
I join with the hon. member for :t>hrant 

in exprec.sing the hope that the u:1fo~rtunate 
agreNncut rh"t was entered mto m t930 by 
ihr, l\ffonre GoYcrnment and nnposcd so _n1au·. 
disabilities on the industry will be rcvrewc'ct 
at an early date. 

The TREAS'CRER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Rmith. Jfarkrn;) r3.57 p.m.]: The ;natter 
that has been· rai•ed bv the hon. members 
fnr Mirani and Bundaberg is of consider­
able importance to Queensland. Early next 
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yeM a conference will be called bv Great 
Britain to consider the distribution of mgar 
throughout the world. It is not an Empire 
conference: it is a world conference. The 
Chadbourne Agreement has come to an end, 
but the' partie,, to it observe its provisions 
nevertheless. Since the war the cultivation 
of sugar-cane and SUfl:ar beet has extended 
verv considerably. Sugar has played a ver.'' 
important part in the economic life of all 
sugar-producing nations and great attention 
has been giyen to bounties and sin1ilar con­
ceR~ions h~nding to increased production. 

The Chadbourne AgrePment repre,entcd an 
arraugcrnent bctw('On the various sugar-pro­
ducing eountries of the world to ration the 
market and to provide for o.-derly control, 
Lut sinro it -was cntcrPd upon, production 
has materiallv increased, owing to some 
extent to a pOlicy of ccono1nic nationalis1n 
(,hat has prevailed throughout Europe, includ­
ing Great Britain. At one time Great 
Britain \Vas not a sugar-producing country_ 
but since the Government there offered a 
bountv to encourage the growth of su~ar 
beet, · it has become a eugar-proclucmg 
country. The cost to the British exchequer 
on this account has been very considerable, 
but that is a matter for the British Govern­
ment. If the people of any country decide 
to become self-sufficient in these matters, it is 
entirelv a matter for them and their Govern­
ment. • Stated shortly, the position is that 
more sugar is produced in the world to-clay 
than ever before in it.o history_ and that thi· 
value per ton i:;;. less than eYC'r befon' in thP 
HiC·tnorv of anv hon. rnernber in thjs IIou;;;c. 
The people '~ho were' responsible for the 
Chaclbournp Agreement and the British 
UoYcrnrncnt-acting on their own lnitiativo 
-haxc come to the conclusion that the 
present ~1tuatlon cannot be a llo\vPd to con­
tinue indcfinitelv and the British Govcrn­
rr~ent haYc thPr0'fore conv<'ned a conferf'llO~ 
for the Jlllr[)O'C of comidcring the matter. 

At 4 p.m., 
The C'rEIR1IAX OF C'mr'YIITTEES (Mr. Han,on, 

l>.cr<ltl(la\ relieved Mr. Speaker in the chair. 

Empire countries producing sugar will bs 
entitled to representation at that confer­
ence. at which an endeavour will be made 
to arriYe at an a«reewcnt wherebv markets 
will not be glutt0d and cffcctiv"o orderlv 
control applied. Briefly stated, those will 
be the principles governing the convention, 
but it remains, of course, to be seen whether 
those objectives can be achicYed. 

Quec•nslancl has never been a party to the 
Chadbourne Agreement. but for some year• 
past has been a sugar exporting country. 
It is because of that fact that we arc 
vita:ly interested. Of the sugar produced 
in this State, 60 per cent. is consumed in 
Australia; the remaining 40 per cent. is 
sold a.broad, our chief customers being Great 
Britain and Canada. There has been a 
revenue duty. as long as I can remember, 
in the British Isles. Under the Finance 
Act passed by the British Parliament, therR 
is a rebate to the Dominions on that 
duty equivalent to 3s. 9d. a cwt. That 
means that ihe sugar producer in Queens­
lan cl gets an advantage in the tariff to 
the extent of 3s. 9d. a cwt. That, of 
course, is of material help, and we appre­
ciate it very much; obviously, we could 
not continue to export sugar if any 
reduction in the rebate or duty took place. 
We send about 80,{)00 tons of sugar to 
Canada, which, apart altogether from the 

Ottawa Agreement, has a special tra_de 
treaty with Australia, in terms of \rluch 
we haYc a tariff advantage in that Dominion. 

The real interest of Queensland in this 
conference is £1rst of all to secure, if po"ible, 
a lono· tenn agreement based on the existing 
agree~nent with th~ British Government._ t~at 
i, to sa v, that the existing rebate on Dommton 
sugar ';;hall be continued. The rebate on 
sugar imported from Cro\vn Colomes " _£1 
a ton in excess of that grantNl to J)m;ur;wn 
sugar. The justification for that chscr;muut­
tion if' that, Britain is 1norc rhrectl:: con­
cerned with the domestic policy of her 
Crown Colonies than that of her Dominions. 
The Dorninions arc regarded as being able 
to look after themselves. The sugar from 
Crown Colonies on which the special rebate 
is accorded is a fixed tonnage; that is to 
sav Crown Colonies receive the rebate- I 
ha,:c mentioned on the sugar duty for u. 
given quantity of sugar. Therefore. from 
a Dominion point of new we arc mterested. 
with the Crown Colonies, first of all 111 

the maintenance o£ ('Xisting duties; but we 
are further interested in the retention of 
our existing markets. It is eminently desir­
able that we should be able to continue to 
export sugar to Great Brita.in to the c·xtent 
tha-t ·we are now doing. This also brings 
under review what is known as the peak 
year scheme. 

The peak :-·car scheme \Yas initiated by 
the industrv itself. The Leader of thG 
Opposition ;vill remember that both sections 
of the industry recommended that he give 
e!Iect to that scheme. It has worked fairl,­
well up to the present. and is a rough and 
ready npproxin1ation to justieP. :\o schen1e 
has yet been clcvised that will give com­
plete satisfaction to all interests concerned. 
::tnd the peak year srhmnc. as it if: no\v 
knn\\ n. is the be'·t that has vet been Je :iscd 
t() COlJt; with the situation. V 

rhe ~LlJl'lllP i~ embodied Within the agrce­
llH.'lJt bctWC'f'l\ thn Prin1o ::\finisicr of An:-· 
tralia mrd the Premier of QLH'<'mland, so 
tbaJ ~o~nc such pol1rv must be continued. 
Its justificat'on is ob.-iously this: that th• :c 
llltbt be H. point at \Yhich it CC'flSf'S to f-o 
profitah1o to produce sug·ar for export. \'1/hat 
point that is has never been sciPntinc~lly 
detcrmin<'d-nor is it likely to be, h0cause th0 
amount available for export depends so 
largely on Reasons and climatic condition..; 
generally. There obviously must be a 
fixed point at which it ceases to be profitable 
to export sugar; it must. bear sorne relation 
to the amount sold and consumed \Vithin 
Australia. 

·when I "'as ia England about eif(ht,, •n 
rnonth~ ago I discns~f'd this Yer:v rnatter with 
Sir Philip C'unliffe-Listcr and the Earl of 
Ph·mouih. Sir PLilip Cnnliffc-Listcr at that 
time was Secretary of State for the Colonies 
and ihc Earl of .Plymouth was his Parlia­
rncntarv l~nder SeCretarv. The Earl hJ..; 
made a· sJWCi<tl study of the su;,-ar industr'<', 
not only as to its Empire ramifications, brll' 
also in other countries; and he presided ovc•· 
a conference some thrre years ago, haviw.; 
for its object the extension of what is known 
as the Chadbourne plan. I explained to thosp 
representatives of the British Government 
what we had done to control our own 
domestic supply, and to regulate production in 
Australia. I pointed out that under the Suga e 
Cultivation Act we had a definite regulation 
of the area or areas of land that might h•l 

Hon. W. Fm·gan Smith.] 
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put nndcr cultivatinn. and unclcr i.he peak 
yP<tr scheme, b) procLunations under the 
~ugHr Acqui~ltion ~-\.et, we had control of the 
total \-olnnlc', aud that in an.v discussion of 
the quotas that might be adopted at a fnwre 
dc1te bY the Briti::dJ boycrnHH'nt we clairued 
--Leccu:I6P of that ('adv control-that "\YC \Yerc 
entitlPd to a quota · ou the L>asis of rh 
averau~:.-; \Vt1 had been send inn· up to the tirne 
that ~~>l!hol was pffect~cl. The Secretarv of 
~t:ttl' fo1· the Colonies agreed v;ith that 
nrgurnPllt aftl'l' ~otnc diseussion. That of 
course in no way binds them in any matter 
of future pohcy. 1 111crely rncntiouccl it in 
di::;.cu5~icn. ba~ing it of course on equit~. 

Tt is obviouo that a problem of such a 
nature pl'u~ents Inauy difficultie.s to all 
Governments th<tt may be involved. Love 
and aft:\·ction does not 0nter io a very large 
C'Xtt?1tt into these conferent'C:3. Ob\·iuuslv the 
l'Ullrc:wntatiYcs of tht- variou:; interests' ·vrill 
fight for their o\m hand-they ,,-ill light for 
a policy that ,,-ill suit them as indiYiduals­
and no one can forc.;,ce the final result. 
Ho;YeYPl', 1t is devoutly to be hoped that 
:-uch a conference \vill arriYe at decision:1 that 
\Yill Le C'C!uitable to the parties concerned 
am! will further str1bilise the Queensland 
EUgar industry. lt is obvious that at such 
a conference. Queensla-nd's interests should 
bt' ''dcqnately represented. Under the Con­
stitution of Australia the Commonwealth 
GoYertHIH'nt have the power to cuntrol trade 
.and ccJlninereP beyond the Do1ninion; in or her 
word:-;. any trade treaty or trade agreenwnt 
is betwl'Pn the ConnnotPYealth G-o\~ernrucnt 
and t~IP othr-r GoYcrnJncmt or Governn1ont:-; 
coucerncd. l put that statement very clearly, 
because of ::,taten1ent::; that hare appeared 
in tllf' Press to the effect that we in Queens­
land were putting forward a propo,al that 
I should represent the Commonwealth 
UoYcrnnlC11t at this conference. No such 
JH0[lO'al has c\-cr been seriously made. The 
CotnlllOHWealth Gon~rnrnent are entitled to, 
and 110 doubt will, appoint their own repl'O­

scntatiYc. \Vhen a GoYernrr1ent appoints a 
rL'pl'P:-.l'lltatiYc that rPprescntatiYc must be 
subject to its control. 

Therefore, a member of a Government 
other than the one so represented coul<i 
not be appointed as its representatiYe, but 
the proposal is that Queemland should haYe 
a representative who could act in conjunction 
\Yith the Commonwealth representative. In 
other words, a position should not arise 
similar to that which occurred at Ottawa, 
where the South African Union had its 
representatives actually at the conference 
and we did not. At Ottawa representatives 
oi the industry itself in South Africa were 
ginn the righ.t to speak on its behalf when 
important matters were being decided. The 
Queensland Government have always pursued 
a policy of co-operation with the Common­
wealth Government in these economic 
n1atters. 

I should like to point out that much 
mischief often results frolll the use of 
economrc negotiation in party political 
interests. Irrespective of party it is a 
GoYernment', duty to help a.ny industry 
under its control. ~\ne! we have always been 
willing to co-operate with the Common­
wealth Gm-ernment for the economic stabi­
lisation of any industry in Australia in 
general and in Queensland in particular. 
Evidence of that assertion is to be found 
in the Dairy Stabilisation Agreement and 
the Wheat Agreement in respect of which 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

legislation will be-' consururnated iu a few 
days. also by the Sugar Agreement to which 
the CornnlOI1\Vcalth Prirne .:\i1iuister. t"L''lH·e· 
.sentlng Australia, and the Queensland Prc­
lnier. representing this State, are th0 two 
parnes. I appre,-;iate Yery fully the 1nterc:3L 
that the Cornmom1 ealth Government have 
displayed in the renewal of the sugar 
embargo for five years. The Commonwealth 
Governnwnt a.re with Queensland the parties 
to that contract, and I understand a Bill 
providing for its ratification v.·ill be passed 
through the Parliament of the Common­
wealth at an early elate. 

Now, a five-year stabilisation is good for 
the industry and also for the people of 
Australia. There are enemies of the sugar 
inclustn who unfairly att-ack the Common­
wealth "Government for having entered into 
this agreement. Such people arc either 
nnacquainted with the facts or are 
deliberately evading them for reasons best 
known to ilwm<clves. Costs of production 
are increa•ing. Costs of materials of all 
kind •are increasing in Australia and conse­
quently such increases apply equally to the 
sugar miller and grower as to any other 
section of the communitv. vVho can say 
what the price levels in· Australia will be 
five veMs hence? It will be seen that the 
concl;tions of the agreement are not by any 
means one-sided. The agreeme.nt is of 
advantage both to the consumer and to the 
producer for the period for which it is 
made. It gives the producer stabilisa­
tion. He can control his crops according 
to the returns h<l is able to get. It also 
gives the conmrnN stabilisation. He knows 
}liS price for a period of five years. rrrw 
proposal is sound from the point of view of 
cqnitable Australian policy. 

At the interview I had with the Prime 
1\Iinist~r I discussed the matter of represen­
tation in London. and he agreed that 
Queensland's case should he adequately put. 
First of all I wrote him a letter setting out 
the position. The Prime Minister is fully 
seized of the nocessitv that Australia's case 
and Queensland's case should be adeqtwtely 
represented at the conference in London. I 
have had the opportunity of me.,ting- the 
represmrtativcs of the industry in the vltest 
Indies. Java. and elsewhere, and therefore 
realise the nccessitv of Australia to have as 
strong a delogntiOn in London as can be 
fielded for the occasion. Those people will 
see to it that their industry is properly 
represented, and it is up to Queensland and 
Australia to be adequately represented too. 

I do not wish to say anything further on 
the matter at this juncture, other than to 
indicate to the industry and the people of 
this State that the Queensland Government 
and the Cbrnmonwealth GoYernment are 
fully seized of the importance of this industry. 
Both Governments are thoroughly in touch 
with everything that is taking place. and 
are in accord as to the necessitv for ade­
quate representation in London. " 

Resolution 29 (The Treasurer-Chief Office) 
agreed to. 

Resolutions 29 and 30 agreed to. 
Resolution 31-" Harbours and Jiarine "­

Mr. POWER (Bnroona) [4.19 p.m.]: Dur-
ing the debate on the Estimates dealing 
with the Harbours and Marine department 
a statement was made by an hon. member 
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opposite that onlv three proseel!tions for stak­
ing fishing nets 'had taken place during the 
past twelve months. I have been infornwd hv 
the Treaslj.rer that forty-four prose• ULioJ;s 
were instituted during that period-which 
~hows that hon. n1embers opposite an~ .ahso­
lutcly irresponsible and their 'f'tatenwnh arc 
made without ascertaining the true position. 
The amount expended on salaric" for six 
inspector; in that dPpartment v. as £1.476. 
Jn addition, the police force are empowered 
tn take the nan1es of offc~nder . ...: ~tnd t hL· 
de-partn1cnt tht'n takes action to pt·o;.;;t:cute. 
Considccabk dan1age i~ don0 by ~taking· 
nPt:3. hPcause fisl1 that arc too ~lnall to !.£0 
to rn1.rkr::t, or arc unsuitable f0r }!JittlaJl c<~n­
surnptic·n. ure \vantonly dcsh·o\·c·d. Tlw 
(:fliccrc-- of this depart;nent ul 0 do yer.v 
valuable work bY attending the fi:-;h nttrkd,-.:; 
nnd m<':Hurinl! the li '·h. to he >:u·L' that the 
Rta11rlrrrds are-~ ob::;;.ervC'd. Th·~·""' <tbo pr(·rPnt 
the salf.. of fmnalc crabs. If aC'tion v;; as 1101 

taken to pn?Yent the de.;;trnction of femaL.~ 
rrabs and irnrnature ti<;<h, our alreach- scrioush 
depleted waters would becmnc fi•hed out. \V.P 
know that the staking of net' has rcmlted in 
the taking of smaller quant'tics of fi::!J from 
wrrtcT~ that prcYiouf'ly contained an abun­
dant supply. and I am pleased to know that 
the offic0rs of the departnwnt arc doing t,heir 

ork dfectiYeh·. It could b0 rcasonablv 
nrgu0d that if· on1~~ three pro·-ccur1on~ haJ 
Laken p]acc (hn·jng the year the officers 
\lt·;-r-"' 1"x. Th£> inspertorS rccciYc help frou1 
tb pol;cc fc•rrc, but a poli(:ernan c:1nnot be 
rxpcctc'd to spend the whole of his time 
m:ming up and do\:·n the bi',tch"' to pre­
V('nt. the :taking cf nPt~. The inf<il'Ination 
thnt there were forty-four prosecut.ion;;. dur­
ini.; th(' P·'l~t hve1Ye rnonths give; the~ lie 
direct to the statement made bv an hCJE. 

rncmlwr of the Orposition thot 'onlv thrco 
fl!'"O--ecut ions were inst-ituted. ~uu] prOY(:; that 
the (/('partmer:t trt.kt'S a ~Pl'iou" YiE \Y of 
<u;~.~ ~ur.::1 br,_•nch of tlw rl'gu~a-:-;on'-'. 

Resolution 31 (Harbours and :.\farine) 
agn·Pd to. 

Resolution 32-" .~.l:furinc lloard" n·.rrecd 
to. 

Itesolution 33-" JJur((]n of Industry"­

Mr. Kil\'G (Jfurcc) [4.24 p.111.l: I think 
Dvcry i10il. IrH'l11b·•r f11lpreci•lt,-~ th(• irnport­
allCP of the Bureau of IndustrY and welcomes 
a full and frank discussion on its activities. 
1t was created bv the Bureau of Industry 
Act of 1932, and. although it has been 1;1 
existc•nce for onlv a verv few years, it has 
achieved very remarkable reeu!ts. It was 
cinpo""vered to report on-

(a) Reproductive works that will provide 
emplcwment and increase the wealth 
production of the State: 

(h) The organisation. capitalisation. and 
labour conditions of particular 
industries; 

(r} The trade. of Queensland, both over­
sl?-a~ and Interstate: 

(d) Stock of commodities, bc1th primarv 
and manufactured; • 

(r) Monetarv conditions and both whole­
~a]e and retail prices; 

(f) Employment and unemployment 
generally. and in particular indus­
tries and localities; 

(g) The relations between employers and 
employees; and, ~ 

(h) Any other matter, including a.ny 
qU0'·-tions of unfair con1petition, or 

of ~wPat.ing, or of n1onopolic::. detri· 
mental to the public or tn any 
sed ion thc·reof \\ h1eh the :Ylmhter 
or the bureau rnav consi.rler to be in 
the public intPrests; and to further 
tile objects of this Act. 

ln addition !o the abon:- powl'rs the '!i"C,LU 

rnay be t.•ntrusied ·with the foliov.·ing 
inquirie~ :--

(a) To review the statistic' of employ­
tneut aud uncn1ployrnent throughout 
the State; 

(b) 1,o inquire into thf' causes and extent 
of unenlploynH·nt v,,ithin the Sf~ate or 
any part thereof; 

(c) rro inquire into and consider the 
most effectivc' mea surcs to be taken 
for ternporarily or 1 lerrnanently 
reduC'ing or elirninatiug uncrnploy. 
meat witb :n the State ot· any part, 
thereof; 

(ri) To investigate and consider proposal~ 
for the productive dc>Yclopment of the 
land>' of the State. 

lt ih also r-mpowc·red to 
into-

hold an i11quiry 

( a) The inconH• and productivity of 
Queensland yt•ar by year, and the 
c-3tin1ated produ(:tion of any year. 

J\lr. iVIAxwELL: What are you quoting? 

::Ylr. IG~G: The hon. member for 
Touwong i~ afraid that I 1nay displace hirn 
as thC' quotation cha.mpion i11 this Chamber, 
but I have no desire to do that. He will long 
remain the proud holder of that gre.,t dis­
tinctiou. I ha..-e quoted so1nc of the poTvvors 
that rn::t ,. be exercised bv the bureau in order 
to lay ihc foundation for th,, recnarks that 
I am about to make. I reneat that the 
bureau ha·,, be('n in rxl."tcnce fc;r only a [:o,hort 
period, but it has been of inestimable value 
to Queensland in that it has be <'n responsible 
for launching 1nany gigantic schmnes. It has 
the power to irn-cstigatc and to recomrnend. 
It will be readilv admitted that no scheme 
should be launched before a proper invc.,ti­
gation is madP. and in this connection the 
bureau has the undoubted adYantagc of being 
abk to make the fullest po,;sible inquiry 
before a ~cllcrn(' i:" undertaken and public 
money is expc·nded. It a !eo has the power 
to recommend. If hon. members opposite 
were willing to submit various factor~ for 
the consideration of the bureau in dealing 
with certain projech, the;, would be con· 
sidered with all the other factors and a 
recommE'ndation made to the Govemment. 
The bureau also has power to initiate ~C~Jt•me"; 
that it considers will be of adYantagP to the 
[080]1]8. It is lf'KS likelv to blunder into 
giga.n!,lc sch0me~ than a;1y oth0r corporate 
body because of the fact that it is constituted 
bY fifteen n1.crnber~ dra\vn frmn Yariou3 occu­
p8.tions. 

I am pleased that hon. members opposite 
are taking a. keen interest in this debate, 
because a great advantage is to be ,derived 
from the bureau. \V e all recognise that 
its work is both continuous and definite, 
and we can rely on its personnel playing 
their part in helping Queensland thr~ug-h 
her difficulties. '·The Bureau of Economics 
and Statistics Act of 1930 " was repealecl 
when the Bureau of Industry Ad was enacted, 
but the Bureau of Economics and Statistics 
had the saving grace that it had collected 
in its archives certain data that can now 

Mr. King.] 
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be used for the material betterment of 
Queensland. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAK: I move-
" That the question be now put.'' 

(Laughter). 

1\Ir. KING: If the hon. member had 
moved the motion of his own volition I 
would have voted for it. I was about to 
refer to the powers of the Bureau of 
Industry when I was rudely interrupted by 
the hon. member for DaJbv. The bureau 
possesses the powers of a royal commission. 
It can enter any industry and exercise the 
powers conferred on it under the Official 
Inquiries Evidence Acts to collate informa­
tion and arrive at a reasonable and just 
decision. Queensland is a large country, 
and has great tracts awaiting development. 
Nobody outsido the bureau has gathered 
more information concerning our industries. 
It also possesses machinery that can be 
promptly and effectively operated to deal 
with such questions as the development of 
our idle lands. It can be utilised in a dozen 
and one waYs. Its constitution is broad 
and its repre-sentation is an epitome of oui· 
whole life, including the commercial trade 
unions. and industrial interests. It is' a very 
efficient organisation. 

It has l>een responsible for examining the 
P• oposR I to construct a bndge at Kan~aroo 
Poinr,: and no hon. rncn1ber can reaso~abh~ 
sugg8st th~<l bridge is not justified. A;r 
imn1cn:3e urtdertaking of that nature will 
employ approximately 600 men for a period 
of five or six years, and the bridge \Yill be 
a great a ';et to the State. The Govenunent 
recogn~se a.ud hon. 1nen1bers OilPOsite also 
recogmse that the problem of unemployment 
has to be faced. Any profitable work that 
will hclr to liquidate unemployment should 
be UllClertaken. I invite hon. members oppo­
site i o state anT· reason ·whv thE:' bridge 
should not be ~onstructed and \Yhv the 
people should not ha n' a transport facilitv 
in that ~rea. · 

Can .1ny hon. rnernbcr opposite reasonably 
argue that ihe Stanley Ri,-cr schc:n1C' is not 
for the benefit of Queensland ? In addition 
to proYiding work for a large number of 
people it iil minimise flood risks and open 
up a large .area of country. 

The various activities of the bureau 
<i•"monstrate dearlv that it has entirely justi­
fied its existence. · 

Mr. GLEDSO=" (Tpswich) [4.40 p.m.}: The 
hem. member for l'vlaree has raised a yery 
hnportar:t rnatt(T in connection \vith the 
Burf!au of Industrc·. the actiYities of which 
cxtPrHl all oYer Queen"land and affect the 
workers throughout the State. Tlre lron. 
member for Mare0 explained its constitution 
anJ traced its activities. I propose to refer 
io "Some of the work it has done durin~ the 
past y.·ar in helping industries. The f~llow­
ing i~ the text, of its report in connection 
with assistance rendered to the l'iiount 
Is~ 

"The guruantee for a loan of £500.000 
sterling has been operative during 'the 
yec r. The conditions ha Ye been met 
:111d tl1e necessarv inforn1a tion has been 
mpplrc·d. Tl1c whole of the amount mav 
~rot be rcqnired, and it is gratifying to 
oe able to r~·po_rt that since the irnprove­
nwnt m the pnces of lead and silYer this 
::ear. tl1e 1uine is no longer working at 
a loss on actual disbursen1ents. l\Iinc 

[Mr. King. 

development for sulphide ores has pro­
ceeded according to pian. and the zinc 
concentrates plant i"-' being asscrnbled. 
The first shipment of concentrates is 
expected shortly. For some months after 
the guarantee was provided the prices 
of metals were below the h>vel at which 
the company agreed to continue opera­
tions, but there is now a good prospect 
that the loan should be repaid within 
the time specified." 

Tlw House witnessed the spect,cle a few 
minutes ago of the hon. member for Dalby 
attempting to g-ag the hon. member for 
Maree -.,,·hen he was dealing· with this bm·eau, 
an organisation that is endeavouring to find 
work for the unemployed throughout Queens­
land. Hon. members opposite on a previous 
oecasion oppm;ed any help being granted to 
the Mount Isa Company Limited on the 
grounds that the Govern1ncnt h~d no right 
to proyide such help or to give a guarantee. 
even though it would enable the company to 
keep men in employment. The report show5 
that the guarantee has not cost the Govern­
ment anything, but on the other hand, since 
it has enabled the company to provide 
work for thousands of men, has saYee! the 
Governrncnt a largo sun1 in relief work. This 
opportunity should not be lost of pointing 
out that the bureau has justified itself and 
how nccessarv it is that we should vote funcls 
for it to carry on its work. 

The next item dealt with in the report is 
tho Ilornibrook Hig·hway, in respect of 
which the report states-

" The guarantee for £100,000 on the 
security of the hig·hway became operative 
in May, 1935, and the highway was 
opened for traffic on 4th October. The 
average number of employees engaged 
on corhtruction in 1934-35 was 216. In 
addition, a largo number of rncn v:ere 
engaged upon tirnber supplies." 

Vi7ithout costing i.he Goyernment a perm:;· the 
guarantee enabled 216 men to be kept in 
employment. 

In connection with t.hc l'iiorri5 \V oollen 
:\!Iills at Redbank the report states-

" The n1axirnun1 guarantee to this 
company has been extended from £8,000 
to £12,000, but only £10.500 has actuall:-, 
been made available. There is room for 
this company in addition to those 
former!: established, because of the large 
imports of woollen goods from other 
States. The employment given var1es 
from twenty to fifty ·persons." 

These are some of the matters inYestigatcd 
by the Bureau of Industry in order to ascer­
tain how the Government can best assist 
industries that, in addition to providing for 
our own needs, will proYide employment. for 
Queensland men and women, boys and grrk 
The bureau has also been of assistance to 
the Queensland Cardboard Compan:·. It 
reports-

" Since its re-establishment last year 
this com11any has been more successful. 
and an additional ma·chinc has been 
installed to produce a lined board for 
cartons. The guarantee, which was 
,·educecl horn £4,000 to £3,000, remains at 
that fi,o;me. From twenty-four to thirty­
seven 1~ersons are e1nployed, according to 
the number of shifts worked.'' 

:VIcrely bv ginng- a. guarantee and without 
any expenditure these industries ha vc been 
assisted and have thus been able to carry on 
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th,ir work und gin; emplo~·mcnt. A loan to 
Sl,aml's Gulf l\1(•atworks Company was 
guaraiJLced up to the comparatively srnall 
Hln1 of £7.500 to enable it ro treat cattle in 
th:· Gulf of Carpentaria. These meatwork' 
hav-_- been of great asaistnnco to n1any of 
the r:n1allPr cattle-grn\vers in that country 
¥vho, thanks to the Bureau of Industry, are 
110w able to get their cattle treated locally. 
Prcviou~lv tho Townsvil]e 1neatworks ·were 
the !lC~l.rP~t, and this ncce~sitatcd droving tht' 
c·'l-t!t' ,umc 200 or 300 mileo to the rail at 
Hidn11oncl or Julia Creole 

Thrr~ pottcries have been assisted by 
the Bureau of Industry, and various other 
indu5tries have received aid. Rustproofing 
Pty. Ltd., the Shark Fisheries Coy .. the 
Eve:dite Trading Co., ~-\ustralian Fish, :Ylca.l, 
(lil and Hide Co. Ltd., and Marine 
Products Pty. Ltd. have a:l been helped. 
\Ye >ometimos forget that such industries 
are being conducted. \Ve know nothing 
a be lt them until we get the report of the 
Bun- an of Indu:-:Jtrv and see ·what fine v;·ork 
it i, doing. By ~pursuing this policy, the 
bn,·eau has been able to placo hundreds of 
men and women in permanent employment. 
On reading the mmrnary of the report I 
find that as a result of help from the 
bureau, 1,250 m0n were emploved last veat· 
by :\fount ha :\Iim•s Ltd., 216 ,;n the Horni­
brook Highway, whilst the other industries 
that were a'sisted employed an averag-e of 
150 men; so that a total of 1,616 men have 
bec>n helped to permanent employment by 
the Bureau of Industry. 

_\t 4.50 p.m., 

C\lr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

~,Ir. GLEDSO='J Several industries have 
been helped by the bureau without in any 
way committing the Government to anv 
expenditure. By standing behind them, th~, 
bureau has been able to find employment for 
lnmdreds of men throughout Queensland 
during the past twelve months. 

In c~n1~lusion, I desire again to express 
apprcuahon of the wonderful work that is 
bemg clone by the bureau in the interests 
of the unemployed. 

::\Ir. DEACOK (C'unninglwm) [4.51 p.m.]: 
I am very glad to hear the hon. member 
praising the work performed by the Bureau 
of Industry, but I find it necessary to con­
trachct hm1 »·hen he gives full credit for 
the benefits brought about bv this bureau 
to tlJe present Government. I remind him 
that the system of advancing money to those 
mdustr1es, such as the Cardboard Co., of 
Quec1!sland, M_orns Woollen Mills Pty. Ltd., 
Hormbrook H1ghway, and many others was 
mtroduced by the l\Ioore Government. The 
hon .. member is not justified in giving full 
cred1t to h1s Government for a system that 
was maugurated by the :\lame Go\'ern­
n1cnt. 

Resolution 33 (Bureau of Industry) agreed 
to. 

Rcoo'utions 34 to 63, both inclusive, agreed 
to. 

R.._>olntion 64-" Home Sytcrc'urp'~-; ]Jcpart~ 
m nf-Jiutlth "-

:,L. FOLEY (Xormanby) r4.54 p.m.]: I 
L1llet~ "Xot fonnal )J to {hi~ resolution 
IYlth the object of suggesting that rnon: 
<)xteL'-iYc work should be <.arriecl out in 
um.!:-'inc;· the patent foodstuffs that are 
offered £(_\r sfdE'. Con~idcrablc smns of n1oney 

are cxpenllccl in adn_"'rti"ing these articles 
and drawing aUcntion to their alleged 
Yitarnin aud protein cor:tpnts. and in stress­
ing tlwir Yalue in rnaintaining he(llth l1Ur­
tieuladv in srnall ('hildren. The a\·erag,:~ 
hou~J.:\Y; fe has to take for a:ranh:-d rnan~,· :~r 
the clairlls rnadc by their n~itllufarturer ~ 

I knoy, tlr.1t thr•sc patent foods ha ye t:o 
colllply with the Health Act. but then• i< 
110 proyision for a sy::'tf'nlatic u.nal; ~is hy 
the Dc•partmcnt of Pllblic Health with tlw 
object of publishing the vit<Hnin and protein 
cuntent, ~o that the an::rage housewife rnay 
L' in a pc:::.ition to judge whcthe~ ::-he is 
b'f'tting an article that has the food yalue 
that is clajrned for it. Durillg n-:crmt year5 
precautions han~' hr-en taken by tlte Dep;ut-
1Hent of Agriculture to CIHlbL~ the rnan on 
the land to purcLasc an efficient 'lock food 
for the proper rnaintennHCl' of the hcrdth 
of hi~ stock and to ensure that it cornplies 
with the formula '""t out ln- the manu­
facturer. 1 think the smnc nre~au1 ion ~hould 
be taken in conrwrtlm1 with food supplied 
for consumption b.v hutnan beings. f h~\V(' 
tried to ascPrtain the food Yalne of .~olllf' 
of the patPnt foocls on tchc market. but 
T have not bL'C'n able to obtain Lhi;.; it~fonua­
tion frntn an v Goyernnlcnt d('pdr\ rncnt. 1 
ha>:c rai5'erl fbi::i rnattcr in tht> hopE' ~hat 
the Hon1e Srcrctarv 1na ,. be able tO allow 
bis laboratorv staff· to aiullvse then1 with a 
Y1e\v to tnal{ing their foocf Yalue knO\Yn. 

At 5 p.m., 
1\lr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the 

provisions of Standing Order No. 307 and the 
Sessional Order of 28th August last, I shall 
now nrocced to put tlw resolutions under 
cliscus.sion and the resolutions not already 
agreed to by the House. 

Resolution 64 (Home Secretary's Depart­
ment-I-Icalth) agreed to. 

Rc,olutions 65 to 74, both inclusive. f<t;Teed 
to. 

WAYS A:'\D MEANS. 

RES li}!PTIOC>i OF co~!MITTEE. 

(Jfr. Hanson, BHranda, in the chair.) 

The TREASuRER (Hon. W. Forga.n 
Smith, .lfackay) [5.2 p.m.): I move-

" (a) That, to\Yards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
service of the year 1935-1936, a further 
sum not exceeding £5,118,150 bo granted 
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
of Queensland exclusive of the moneys 
slandinr;· to tlte credit of the Loan Fund 
Account. 

"'(b) That., towards n1aking good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
service of the year 1935-1936, a further 
sum not exceeding £3.477,356 be granted 
from the Trust and Special Funds. 

" {r') That. to\Yards Inaking good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
senico of the year 1935-1936, 'a further 
sum not exceeding £2,000,000 be granted 
from the moneys st,anding to the credit 
of the Loan Fund Account. 

" (d) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majestv, for the 
senico of the year 1934-1935, a supple­
mentary sum not exceeding £520,797 
12s. 3d. be granted out of the Consoli­
dated Revenue Fund of Queensland 
exclusive of the moneys standing to the 
credit of the Loan Fund Account. 

IJ on. 11'. Forgcm Smith.] 
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" (<) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
service of the yBar 1934-1935, a supple­
rncntary BUin not exceeding £667,686 
5s. lOci. be> gi'anted from t,h., Trust and 
Special Funds. 

·· (f) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
,service of the year 1934-1935. a supple­
mentary sum not exceeding £578,001 
6s. be granted from the moneys stand­
ing to the credit of the Loan Fund 
Acf:ount. 

·'(g) That, towards making good the 
Supply grantc'd to His :Vlajc-ty, on 
ac -ount for the service of the vear 1936-
1937. a' sum not exceeding £1.SOO,OOO be 
c(ranted out of the Consolidated Rovenue 
Fund of Queensland exclusive of the 
moneys standing to the credit of the 
f.()c~n l1""'uud Account. 

" (h) That_ towards making good the 
Snppl:y granted to His Maj,esty, on 
aceount. for the service of the year 
1936-1937, a sum not exceeding £1,200,000 
he gra.nted from the Trust and Special 
Funds. 

" (i) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Maje&ty, on 
account, for the service of the year 
1936-1937. a sum not exceeding £750,000 
be gra.nted from the moneys standing to 
the credit of the Loan Fund Account." 

Mr. l\100RE (Aubigny) [5.4 p.m.]: I 
thought the Treasurer, who has J'ust 
returned from a meeting of the Loan Coun­
cil, would have given us some information 
r>ll that subject. It is rather amusing to recall 
the statements ma-de by the Treasurer as to 
the meeting ·of the Loan Council in I931 
a-bout star chaml:!er methods and meetings 
behind closed doors, conferences from which 
no information was given to the public who 
vn·re vitally intere0tcd, and so on. At that 
time a summary-not a. verbati1n report-of 
the meetings of the Loan Council was issued. 
This report disdowd the resolutions that 
were discus,cd and carried. and gave a 
sumn1ary of the reasons given for or against 
them. 'l'his was disseminated for the benefit 
of Parli·uneHt,. In that respect the hon. 
gentleman has fallen from grace. 

The TREAScRER: vVe get that a few days 
after the Loan Council meeting. 

Mr. MOORE: We did not get them. 
The TREASURER : No, you never used to 

give the information. As •a matter of fact, 
vour Treasurer refused to let me see the 
rninutes of the meeting of the Loan Council. 
That is what vou refer to. You never made 
them available at all, not one of them. 

Mr. MOORE: If the Treasurer would 
have a little patience he would know just 
what I •am referring to. What he says is 
all moonshine; it wilt not go down here. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The TREASURER: You cannot get away 

with that either. I never had access to 
any information that you received. 

Mr. MOORE : I will make my speech m 
1ny own way and you can make your 
speech afterwards. 

The TREASURER : I wilt make it; do not 
worry about that. 

Mr. MOORE: I am not going to have 
any interruption from the Treasurer, whether 
he is in charge of the Chamber or not. 

[Hon. W. F01·gan Smith. 

What I was about to say was that we used 
to get a summary of the report that was 
used on every occasion that a debate 
occurred. 

The TREASURER: You kept it to yourself. 

Mr. MOORE: Ko, it was filed in the 
library of this Parliament. 

The TREA:•DRER: It ne.-er vyas. 

Mr. MOORE : The last time I made a 
speech on the rnatter the Tn ,1surer 
objected because I had gone to the library 
for one of the reports I used. 

The TREASURER : You cannot get a ,,-ay 
with that kind of stuff. What vou refer to 
is the report of the Premiers'' Conference 
and not the Loan Council. 

Mr. MOORE: No, the Loan Council. W0 
always got them. 

The TREASl:RER: You know the old s.w­
jng that half a lie is the \YOrst forn1 nf tle, 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. l\IOORE: We did have informn.tion 

given to us in the form of a summary of 
the proceedings, which was distributed and 
11lcd for the benefit of Parliaments. 'Ilwy 
'vcre file l-I had several of them. 

The 'l'HnSl:REH: You may have kept them_ 

Mr. :\IOORE: Thev were filed and lent 
Ler~·- and a:I..,-body f1ad tlw right to .~E!c 
them. 

The 'rRDS •:rtER : You tried to h'ep other­
things, too. 

i~Ir. 1\IOOHE: The Treasurer seems to be 
in a nru.:ty tPmpC'r. I-Ie has rnadc aH sort~ 
of nnpL 1sant insinuations. I could d'-' the 
salll<) if I eo desired. 

TlJC THEAsrru:R: You withheld the opinion 
of counsel, :\lr. Hart. 

:\h. MOORE: I did not handle the matter_ 
The TREASURER: Your Attorney-General 

dicl. 

l\Ir. ::1.100RE: It went to the deprtrtrncnt 
'.vhere it 1vas u5ed. The suggc::;tion thut I 
tried to withhold things is ridiculous. 

The 'l'REASt:R;m: 1 ht:tcl t.n dem.1'1d its 
return to the Chief S<·crctary's Departwont. 

Mr. ::1-IOOR E: The lwn. member le 

anxious to divPrt the people's attcnbir)!l 
fron1 a Loan Council mpptjng, wher~~. ail 
~orts of things ·wf're discust~rd and dectsior::; 
were arrivL'd at ... but about ,vhich no inforrna­
tion is being given to the people, althoagh 
absurd staten1ent~ are made in the Southt)rn 
Press about what did 0ccur. If I cared t-> 
go through the papers in the Chief SecrJ'­
tarv's office in order to see what happenPd 
yeavrs beforc-rnuckraking-trying to di-;cove~~ 
something-probably I should discover Hun 
papers had been taken from the files. Surc!v 
the position of a Premier is big enou · !i 
not to bother with that sort of thing. 

The TREASURER: You eyen introdur-·d ·•· 
special regulation in order to have a look 
at priYatc rnembers' incon1os. 

Mr. MOORE: We are intereste-d in t.he 
financial position. 

The TREASURER: You went through Ullti.et·­
Secretary's priYate income tax papers. 

Mr. ?-IOORE: We are inbrcsted in th2 
financial position. The Treasurer has b'"'n 
down to a Loan Council meeting that was 
going to ask for a certain loan, but the 
figure has been reduced. It is no use r.he 
Treasurer looking round at h0n. n1ernbnrs. 
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behind him for applause, and thinking ho 
ha'- done son1etl11ng \Yond(,rful ln not g!\·in;r 
the information. 

TRE.\SURER: I will give infonnatic•n 
I deen1 it prop~_·T to do so. 

l\Ir. ~\fOORE: The JWoplc are anxiou' 
to loto\v the position, bec1n:-~e it is of great 
illlportancp to Queensland. \Vhen the, Troa· 
surer went down a loan of £.10,000,000 ""' 
to Le floated. Th('rr• v-Pre sugge~tions that 
tl1u·p was to be di;:;cus~ion Oll thP, question 
of issuing further Trea'LlrV bills. \Ye have 
heal'd nothing, b~t \\'(C' ha{-c lr,trnPd b_y i he 
Press that the amount of the lu.,n to ho 
ftoatccl is les.s than the amount anticipatod­
ic is to be £7,500,000-and I am anxious 
to know, and the people are anxious to 
1-:!lO\V, what thn po.:;.ition is. "~ e an~ to-clay 
appropriating n1oncy:-; as though the original 
arnount \Yas going to b(~ secured. It 1na:v 
f_t·~· "L'Cured in ono or rnore further 1oan~ at. 
a later date. but after all this Cornrnittpr' 
]"' being asked to appropriate a ~lllll ,,f 
monrJ from Loan Fund Ac,"ount bnsPd 
( ' the (':1. rri cd at the previous 

nu•ctin.o; b-fon• there vas an:v 
m the amonnt of the loan that 
rai~crl. It ;;::PC'IlB to Hll' that V\C 

to know 'vhat th0 pc1:-;ition i~. 
The GovcTmnPnt arP budgeting thic.: year 

for an inorC·1'C of £597.762 iu t.l!l' deficit­
;~ cle::rcaf'c of £243.211 in revenu0 (in ~pit.e 
c f a trancfrr f>l £108.000 from Fnemploy· 

'<'<Jt Rel-i('f Tax Fund). And aE inf'rcn:.;,l' 
c,£ £354~550 in cx:pPnditurc. 'The Governrnent 

ol<o budgeting for a decrea>c of £685.700 
loan expenditure (the clPction~ being 

(,ynr). ln ~pitn of th0ir repeated as~urancr,~ 
tllat pro~perity, more purchasing- power. 

ttcr business, cure of unornploylncnt, aud 
co1ne frotn a policy of increa-;,jng 

and 0n1plo.v::.nent on public 
Let u' look at these figurcs-

.Fr~.\XCHL RETcR~s FOR Fmsr ForR J\Io~Tl!S. 

-- 1934-35. 11935-36. Movement. 

------------------------
Consolidated 

Revenue -
Receipte .. 
Expenditure' 
]}2f\rit 

Lo;m Expendi­
ture 

£ 

4,3H,40-1 
±,408!~6;) 

HO,Rul 

' £ £ 

4,298,127 49,277 
4,9-12,H2 + 453,877 

6H,015 + 503,154 

l ,±13,084 11,611,179 + 247,495 

in spite of the fact that we have budgeted 
L•r a decreased loan expenditnre for the 
f'w2.nciaJ year of £685,700 the Une1nploy1nent 
Relief FullCl expenditure for the first four 
months of this year is £563,217 as compared 
with £538,811 for tho first four months of 
1934-35, or an increase of £24,406. 

Mr. PoWER: :\lore liberal conditions. 

Mr. ::VIOORE: It is not the more liberal 
conditions, because as is shown by the 
" E.conornic ~ e'vs." there has been an increase 
i,; the number of unemployed. 'l'he estimated 
increase in the expenditure for the full 
y~ar has during four months heen exceeded 
hy £99,327. Taking into consideration that 
the unforeseen expenditure for 1934-35 
amounted to £1,766,485, one wonders as to 
the value of budgeting and making appro­
pri,tions through Parliament. For one year 
the amount is more than double that of anv 
wear of the p·m-ious ten. This in itseif 
demonstrates the small control Parliament 
hes over the e1qwnditure. 

)fir. PO\\.'ER: \Yhen vou \vert:- in govt:'lrn­
mc•Ht you had record deficits. 

:Yir. ~IOORE: I am referring to unfore­
Eieeu expenditure. Probably the hon. nlt~ln­
ber does not know tlw difference. 

Mr. POWEil : I do. 

Mr. :YIOORE: If you do. it would be some 
evidence of your knowledge if you k{lpt 
silent. 

~fr. Po\VER: I atn not letting you g(•t away 
with that. 

:Yh. MOORE: I am quoting from the 
Auditor-General's report from .,-hich it will 
be seen that the unfore;;;c-en expenditure \vas-

F rorn rPYen uc 
Trust Fund 
Loan I1""unrl 

Total 

£ 
520,797 
667,686 
578,001 

£1,766.485 

Unforeseen expcnditu1·c rs expenditure not 
pa~sed by Parlianwnt. This was incurred 
during au election Yt'.ar ~ More than five­
sixths of the estimated increase in the dcflcit 
of thi;; year has takt~n place in the fir3t four 
rnontlls ~ The loan expenditurG froru :\'ovenl­
ber to June. inclusive, in 1934-35, was 
£3.372.016. while tl1is :-ear, unle,s the esti­
mated amount is exceeded, it will be at most 
£2,438,821, a decrease of £933,295. 

The Loan Council has not indicatc•d that 
tnoney is plentiful. There is a big den1and 
for it bJ iuclustry. In fact, most of the 
tronble has been that Governments have 
continual!:- prf'ssed for larger and larger 
arnounts of loan nwney, thus forcing np tho 
rates of interest to industrJ. That is recog­
nised b:· every authority as not being for the 
benefit of the community or in the best 
interests of the establishment or expansion 
of inclustrv. There is a limit to the amount 
of money 'available for i1westment, and when 
GoYcrnn1ents go on the money market and 
take a great portion of the availahle money 
there is so much less for the expansion of 
trade and indnstry. In addition, the rates 
of interest .are forced up and this makes the 
position more difficult. 

According· to the "Economic ~ew:-;," at 
the present time over 8,000 people are entirely 
dependent upon tlw continued expenditure 
of loan money. Tho position is not being 
improved in any way, and it appears to me 
tlmt it should be reYiewed from the point of 
view of the establishment and expansion 
of industry and the absorption of labour in 
thooe channels. If more and more people 
are to be absorbed bJ a continuance of 
Go\·ernn1ent loan expenditure, greater 
demands will haYc to be made on the loan 
market. It would he the aim to avoid that 
as far as possible and have the greatest 
amount of money available at the lowest 
rate of interest for the development of 
industrJ. This would be better for the State 
inasmnch as the more industry expands the 
greater the revenue that con1es to the 
GoYcrnrnent by vvay of taxation. 

M1·. FOLEY: \Vhat would you have done 
had there be0n no loan programme? There 
would not ha Ye be on any extension of 
industry. 

Mr. MOO RE: I might as well ask: What 
would have happened if there had been no 
Premiers' Plan, because we should not have 
been able to obtain loan money? There 
must come a period in the history of the 

JJfr. Moo1·e.] 
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State when we must stop borrowing to 
provide employment. We borrowed during 
times of depression, to tide over a difficult 
period, but there must come a time when 
the Government will have to stimulate 
private industry in order that they may get 
out of the position of haYing to continue to 
borrow money to find employment. 

The THEASURER: As industrv improYes. 
there should be a tapering off of loan 
expenditure. 

Mr. MOORE: That is so. And before 
industry can improYe, conditions must be 
provided that will enable it to do so. It 
appears to me that we have reached the 
stage where there is a demand for a large 
proportion of the monev that is available 
for inYestment, for the development of the 
country and the expansion of industry, and 
that now is the time when the GoYernment 
shou Id curtail their demands for large sums 
of the loan money that is aYailable because 
by not doing so they force up the rates 
of interest to those people who want to 
expand industry. 

j,lr. FOLEY: The outside price level is 
also a big factor that must be considered. 

Mr. MOORE: I am not denying that. I 
am suggesting that as there is a big derna"d 
for money to develop private industry it 
would appear that we have reached the 
stage wlll're the Government must curtail the 
expenditure of loan money merely for the 
purpose of providing employmcnt-moncv 
that is not used for the development o'f 
productive jndu~try. 

Let us compare the expenditure on unem­
ployment relief during the first four months 
of 1932-33 with that for the same period 
in 1935-36. In the first four months of 
1932-33 £588,725 was expended from loan 
money-, and for the corresponding period 
this year £1,661,179, or an increase of 
£1,072,454. The expenditure from the 
Lnemployment Relief Fund for the same 
J!eriod in 1932-33 was £475,458, and in the 
first four months of 1935-36 £563 217 or an 
increase of £87,759. When ode ~ees an 
increase in loan expenditure of £1,072.454 
for the four months of this year over -the 
corresponding period in 1932-33, one expects 
that there >vould not be a correspondingly 
large mcrcase m the expenditure of monev 
from _the Uncmp:oymcnt Relief Fund. Ye£, 
that IS exactly what is happening, and It 
seems to me that- we have reached the posi­
twn where we are not getting the number 
of people absorbed in indu,trv that we 
ought. The Government are adopting all 
wrts of methods with a view to giving 
<-mployment, but I am not sure that the 
country as a whole is getting a fair deal 
CYCII from thRt. 

On the last page of the Auditor-General's 
report we find a table of the loans and subsi­
dies to local bodies. The first local bodv 
''n that list is the Brisbane Cicy Counci1 

which rcceiverl £97,159 1s. lld. by way of 
loan and £361,661 2s. in subsidies. The 
total amount of loans to the Citv Councils 
is £187,473 18s. 3d., and by way- of subsi­
d-ies £440,682 9s. In the towns, comprising 
Bowen, Coolangatta, DaJby, Gladstone, 
Roma_ Southport, and \Yarwick the total 
loans amounted to £46,327 19s. and the sub­
sidies to £47,874. Then the table deals 
with shire councils, the bodies that are doing 
work in the countrv, outside of the metro· 
politan and town ..;,reas. There is quite a 

[Mr. JJ;om·e. 

different story to tell there ! The loa!' 1 to 
shire councils amounted to £212,561 2s. 9d_, 
and the subsidies to only £176,007 Ss. 2d. 
In the cities and towns the subsidies exceeded 
the loans; in the shires the loans were 
greater than the subsidies ! 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOLil AXD lNDCSTih: 
There is a bigger percentage of unemployed 
in the cities than there is in the rural 
districts. ' 

Mr. MOORE: I quite understand what 
i~ being done, but I an1 attacl\:Ing tl1o 
injustice of the method. There arc many 
rJaces in the country where work is urgently 
reqnlrcd to be done, but it is quite irnpo~­
,jbJe to get it done. vVhen one realise" th •L 
in the cities relief work is being carried out 
in tlH' i1nvrovcinent of school and church 
grounds and that this source of laLout' i& 
uot n.sui!able in the country, one naL.a·a!ly 
C'XJICCts that there would be a favourablr 
l;alaJhjng ctfe,·t in fa your of the countr~,, in 
that it would enjoy a bigger subsidy on 
loans. The country people are handicapped 
m two ways-they ha Ye to pay unec11plo:: ment 
relif'f lrtx and tbev arc unable to obtain tbe 
R:llll8 amount of help as tho city people .in 
the way of subsidies. 

The SEc:ilETARY FOR LABOUH AXD Ixncs-ra \': 
Tak" it on a population ba,is. The !tctr 
gC'ntlcruan \YOtT1d find--

1\lr. YIOORE: I would not find anytl1iug 
of the sort.. The hon. gentleman can con­
~>-1cr the qucst:ou in \Yhate\·er \\ay he likeH 
---the culll1try districb, unfortunately, are 
gt'tti:Jg L YPry raw deal. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND b:Dt:"lTlW -
Thcr e i~ not the same percentage of unen1 
tJloycJ in the country. 

~Ir. MOORE: I quite understand tfHtt. 
bec'IU'c the policy that is pursued by 
).Iinist('r is attracting people a way frorn 
couDt:~v to Hw cities. ..._I\ trcrnendous arnount 
of rnu~ney is Ucing expended in tbe clt1e,, 
and the rcoplc in the countr~: are leaving 
thf'ir· jobs to engage in relief work in thl' 
citie'··- with the hope eventually of bemg 
c1nplo .. eel Oll (;oycrnrnent loan works. They 
are giYlllg up the work that the;.' haYe been 
in the habit of doing in the country 'o as tc> 
become eligible for relief work in the citiec;. 
They consider that the city work is easier 
thall the work that they haYc been doing 
in th2 t ountry. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXD Ixm_ -rRY: 
TI,It i.• a ridiculous statement. 

Mr. l\100RE : It is true. 
The SECRETAHY FOR LABOUR AND lKDcS'rRY : 

Doe' the hon. gentleman suggest that worke" 
in the "ountry arc leaving full-time johs to 
(-n;rage in intermittent relief work in the 
~·it:;· 'f 

::VIr- -:\WORE: vYith the chance of e--ontu­
ull:v being employed on loan works. J\~en 
who wPrc formerly engaged in workwg 
small n-1·ca of country arf' leaYin§! them to 
cvmc to the citv to engage in relief work. 
where thr hour; of laboPr are fixed. Tl1e 
J\Iir.ist<'r knows that they are doing tbat_ 

::\fr. FoLEY: I repre~ent a farn1ing J,r0<1 
and I do not know of one such case. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A:-iD l:-iDt:STRY: 
It is the policy of the Government to gi ~" 
'wlp to farmers so that they may. remam 
on their holdings, and they are dmng ll, 

:Mr. MOORE : Some are doing it, Lut. 
r,t hers a. re not. They n1ay be remaining on 
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-Jheil holdings in cotton areas but there are 
am numbers of farmers close to Brisbane 
who are giving up their farms to do relief 
work in the city. 

The Auditor·General points out in his 
report that in the past year the revenue of 
-the Brisbane harbour increased by £22.103 
and working expenses were reduced · by 
£5,988. An increase of 25 per cent. in the 
r·ate of clues was. imposed on 1st September. 
lS~c. The total receipts of the board 
amounted to £124,099, but £31,025 wa' 
HdHed purely as the result of the increase 
in the rate of dues. \\'ho has to pav this 
indea>e in the rate dues' The people who 
slrip r heir products overseas, and the people 
wlJc purchase goods in this State. Th;s 
increa'e in clues is reallv another tax on the 
,a,,.e people who provid"e the taxable income 
of the State. The .'l.uditor·General also 
points out that the taxation per head of the 
PDiculation is now £6 2s. 2d. All these 
l11( 1 td:'ed taxes rnake it more and more diffiM 
·cult for industry to expand. 

.r. e CHAIRMAi'\ : Order ! The hon. 
•1en1an has exhauo.;tr•d the ti1nc al1owed 

under the Standing Orders. 

TREASURER (Hon. \Y. Forgan Smith. 
:!la< C'tii\ [5.28 p.m.J: I rise particuladv to 
1·eply to the wild assertions made by· the 
Leader of the OppositiDn at the commence­
ment of his speech. He became yery indig­
iJant, threw out a challenge. and definitely 
as,. rted that while he was Premier of the 
State the minutes of the Loan Council 
llH>-tings were filed in the Parlicunentarv 
LiL ary, >1nd he made the further statement 
tiun ~inc0 he had been LeadN of the Opposi­
tiOll nu had been ablP to quote from them. 
I\lu,Jchausen and de Rougemont are mere 
nu1" teun:; compared \Yith the rncmber of 
Pa1liamcnt ,}w is prepared to make sud1 
false assertions. ~ever at anv time and 
under any circumstances have ·the minutes 
of tlw Loan Council meetings been tabled in 
the Par1ianH?ntarv Librarv-I arn ~tatina fact!-i 
that can be confirmed by anyone who

0 

care~ 
to t rke the trouble to check them. I chal­
lene:-c aur hon. member to go into thP 
Parlirnw ntary Library and produce a file of 
1111 nutc~ of Loan Council meetings that \V ere 
held while the Moore Government wer0 in 
pOV•.'L'l". 

TLP onlv docurr1ent that is tabled eithf'r in 
thi•r House or in the librarv. is the report 
of i ~, ;_nef'ting:- of Premiers' Conferences 
pro;.,,r].- eonYencd b:v the Commonwealth 
Pr~rni? }linlster, cJr convened with tl1e con~ 
{·1nrencc• of other Premiers bv the Premif'r 

'\'ew Sonth Wales-the senior State. Do 
nwmbers rccollet t tlw period when the 

::\loore GoYeninlcnt adopted a sirnllar course 
to tl~at the hon. gentl('rnan i~ following at 
thP present timce ': \Yhen t.lw Leader of the 
Or~~· Jsltion. tho then Prcn1ier. ttncl his Trea­
~urC>t \Yent Snuth theY nsua11v made st:·Ltf'­
mer·i on their return to Brisl:i'anc that were 
of a .. ery doleful character and resulted in 
disco-uraging the people. and deepening the 
depre.sqon. The clepress10n that existed was 
economic and it was also psychological. The 
~taH'l{;enh made bv the then Prernier were 
such thnt even peo'p!e who had monev were 
afraid to buy a new hat, a shirt. or ar;ything 
<>be ; f they could possibly do without it. It 
'"a' because of this fact that the depression 
deepened and difficulty was piled on diffi­
cult:·. making the position of the people 
wor ·e. I again challenge any hon. n1crnber 
to ;lroclucc the file of the reports of the 

meetings of the Loan Council from the table 
of the library in this House during the 
period when the Leader of the Opposition 
was in power. It cannot be done. That 
statement is false; it has not a scintilla of 
foundation in fact. 

The Leader of the Opposition said that he 
has been able to quote from the minutes of 
the Loan Council meetings while he has been 
Leader of the Opposition. He resented my 
interjection that if he had been able to do 
that he must have taken papers from his 
dl'partLncnt. I-Ie then ~uggosted that he 
'"ould not do anything of that nature, and 
that he had never prie-d into the affairs of a 
priYate member or individual. Is it not a 
fact that the hon. gentleman 1\as responsible 
for the isr.;;ue of a regulation under the 
Income Tax Acts the£, enabled the Treawrer 
to call on the TaxatJcm Office to furnish the 
file on any hon. rnctnber or any iudividual: 
Did he not go further than that'? Did hi; 
Goverrunent not take povver to instruct any 
ernployee of the Govcrnrnent in the Taxation 
Office to renort to the TrPa:-:iurcr anv infonna~ 
tion he ob(ained \vhil;;:t exarnining t.hc affair., 
of any cornpany, flrn1, or individual? YeL 
he has the audacity to say that his Go,-orn­
rnent never in any instance dealt with 
hies, or wont mto the past history of 
any incli vidual ~ I-I on. rnmnber.s opposite 
know d1at that regulation was paesed. 
I rnoYcd in this Chamber for the disallowance 
of the regulation and everv hon. member in 
this Committee who \vas then a supporter of 
the i\Ioore Government voted for its con· 
firmatiou. It was the most dastardly form of 
espionage ever instituted by a GuYernnlent. 

Mr. Rl'3SELL: vYhv not knock it ()[] tlre 
head now? ~ 

The TREASGRER: The hon. member for 
Hamilton knows that that is the case. 

:Yfr. Rr',SELL: vYhy haYO you continued it? 
The TREASURER: I ha Ye not continued 

it. The re[iulation was confirmed bv t hi, 
Parlianll'llt \vhen the hon. n1ember ancf othPr 
member., of hi' pariv voted for it. Cnder 
that regulation I cm;1c1 S€'IH1 for the incornc 
tax file of the hon. member for Hamilton. 

Mr. KAKE : It would be a uit·e storv : 
:\h. RuSSELL: I am not ashamed of it. 

The TREASURER: I haYe never used 
that powPr Ol' au1 horit.v, but I do know 
n1ernber~ of the 1-1oon· Go\·crnrnent vvho did 
60. 

:'IIr. :iloonE: Members of my Government? 

The TREASGRER: Yes. members of the 
:'lloore GoYernment who used it. 

'.\Ir. Moom:: I never hcar.d of it. 

The TREASURER: If the hon. member 
did not know \Yhat was taking place he 
eYidcntlv wa" not nla' .. ,tcr of his own house-
hold. · 

Mr. :'IIoonE: I ncYer heard of one. Tlw 
only perwn who had authority under the 
regulation to call for information was the 
Treasurer. 

Th<> TREASURER: Or any person acting 
for him or on his behalf. The Acting 'Trea· 
surer had the same power. 

lVIr. 1IooRE: There ne\··cr \vas an Acting 
Treasurer. 

The TREASURER: Of cour"' there was. 
1£ thP Treasurer "\Va~ outside the State an 
'l.cting Treamrer was appointed. You 
passed the word round-do not forget that. 

Mr. Moom:: Pa"oll round what word' 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.l 
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The TREASl:RER: Anything you thought 
you krH'VV. That 1\'a~ all rPvealcd in the 
debate that took ple~ce in this Chamber on 
the matter. 1 challenged the then Treasurer 
to place my income tax file on the table of 
the House. proYided Ministns in his GoYern­
mmt did the same thing. 

I repeat again that the statc1ncnt rnadc 
by the Leader of the Opposition is entirely 
1.vithuut foundation. ;\ot at any tin1r }~aye 
the minutes of the Loan Council been eitbcr 
tabled in this House or in the library. and 
if the hon. gentlern1n is n,bl~ to quote frouJ 
the rninutE', of a Loan Council then he 
in his po.%rssion paper~ thr1t bdong to 
G OY('rnrne:nt and the State~ archi ye•:-;, and not 
to any individual. 

The hon. gcntlmnaH al::o Ueatt v ith th(' 
qucst1on of unforeseen c-xpcnditnr0. 1-I(' 
intimated that that expenditure had not beeu 
authorised bv Pnrlianwnt at alL EYCrYOlH' 
in this Cltar{lbcr kno\YS that eYcry fina;lCial 
year thoro is nnforcsccn cxpcnditun?; pro­
Yisien i., rnadc nndcr the law,, of the StatC' 
anc1 under the Standirg Orders of Parlin­
tncnt for Supplcm:.·ntar)-- Estintatc:; to bo 
tablPd in Parliament for tlw uuforc,ccu 
<'XpPtKliturc'. L'nforosf'f'l1 expCJJditun' iR 
inClllTC'd bv evf'rV Gon'rnnH'nt. and I "\Yonlcl 
a<h·i,c the" hon. · gc11tlcman, before he gets 
excited about the'e thing-s. to ha ,·c a look 
at. thP Supplementary Estimates and the 
nilforc~pon expPnditurc of his O"\vn Govcrn­
n1ent. Everv vear his ovvn Treasurer had 
unf0rP~ePn upxPenditurc. and C'YPl'y year 
~unplcmC'ntar~, E3timatPs \Ycrr brought 
b0fore thr' House. I ha ye nPYf'r known an 
occasion, and I do 11ot think an occnsion 
can be fot1-nd. Yrhen no nnforPsccn f'xpencli­
turf' -..vas incurrf'd bY a GoYernnlPnt sinre 
Qu00Esland became a State. So there 1-. 
uothjng at all jn that C'ontention. 

The hon. gentleman, however, was m0st 
intere,ting when he was dealing with the 
loan expenditure. and loan raisings and 
their effect on industry and employment. 
There is no doubt in mv mind that the com­
nwncement of the recovery in Queensland 
dates from the time when Government, 
agreed. and were able. to provide for 
expenditure by Governments and local 
authorities on public works. 

GOVERN1IEKT 1Y1EMBERS: Hear. hear ! 

The TREASCRER: What evidence can 
be adduced to the contrary' \V,, know the 
hon. gentleman ha<l a higher deficit during 
his last financial year than the amount he 
spent on public >vorh. We know that his 
GoH•rnmcnt had funds ayailable, and we 
know he allowed those funds to be used bv 
other States. The hon. gPnth'man did n;t 
do that as a matter of policy; he argued 
the Loan Council forced him to do so. 
Nothing. of course. is further from the 
truth. \Yhcre an allocation has lH•cn made 
the money remains the property of the 
State; ancl th0se funds ''"''re the- property 
of this State. The real facto. which can be 
brought out into bold belief arP those: that 
what the Leader of the Opposition now 
advocates he and other GoY0rnmcnts tried 
to do. His GoYcrnmcnt reduced wages and 
social services and cut down public works 
to a minimum. all e>n the plea of the 
endeavour to balance the Budget and place 
the State on a sound financial be,sis. \\'hat 
were the results? \V e know that whilp the 
hon. gentleman practised those economies 
unemployment increased. There was greater 
unemployment during- that period than in 
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any other in the hif'tory of this StatP; iL i'C 

\\'as a direct rPln.tion bt~t-..\'ecn the hun. 
gent1('llHUl's econo1ny cuts in public \York~ 
aml the Yolume of unemployment. To the 
extent that he cut "·ag-es and reduced public 
cxpcncliturc--both directly by the Statp and 
indirecUv bv tl1e Jora l n uthoritics and 
borro-.....-e;S frmn the GoYernrnent-to 
0xtent UusinP~s tlPprcs::;ion deepened, 
tLat rxtPllt uuc1npJo:nnent increased. 
i. no doubt nt all that tlwsP arc the fa~t, 
and that that was the djrpct n'~ulr of l1i..: 
policy. TlH' GoYt~l'HlllPllt clJanged 
policv in 1932. and initiated a public \'>ut 
polic:v t})at ha~ been carried on UJ? t<J t 

present time, a11d lia::; bc~cll a bPncflt t 
tlH~ State~ nf tht~ Cou1tHOlHYt's..1th. 
anYone scrious]v as:-:t>rt that tbc irnpro\-c'trlf_'ilt 
th,~t ha~ lnkci1 placP in prlYatc lnflu:..tr,\-
1"" not lvcn the rP,nlt of the inspir,tion 
of thP rcrF'Y.-ed confidpnce brou~rht a bout by 
the cxl~ting politiC'.': of GoYcrrlrncntc:.; 

Bnsinc~s deprnds entire:y on the spending 
power of the communitY. If there are large 
bodies of people with 'little or no spending 
pm,·cr, then the amount of business <lone 
in the community is reduced, but if, on tho 
other hand, the' spending power of . t lw 
people is lncrea~cd. the volume of ~u;;;;rne'3s 
in cvcrv direction is proportionately 
incrPascd.~ A sutn of £10 spent in wages 
on public works circnlatos through C\ ery 
avenue and giYc'" benefit to an exten~ that 
cannot" actuallv be calculated. It is the 
old. old ~tOr_v of "The Circulat-ing 
So,·ereign"; it is as true to-da:- a.:; \vhen 
the pamphlet was issued. A circulation of 
fpnds ben0fits all sections of the com­
tnunltv. 

And what is wrong with putting unem­
ployed men to work for the dev<Jloprncnt. of 
the State? What is wrong With malong· 
use of capital that would otherwise be ~mom­
ployed? Our policy, I repeat agam, IS 

to rnake U3C of capital that otherwise would 
be unemployed, and to put to work labour 
that \vould be otherwise unemployed. That 
is th<• policy not only of this Government 
but of the majorih· of those representPd on 
the Loan Council." We intend to put it 
into effect to the full extent of our ability. 

It is true, of course, that as indu<try 
recovers and expands there should be a 
tapering off of GoYernment expen?iture. In 
the first Budget statement of this Govern­
ment I asserted that dunng a penod 
of depression public works must be initiated 
to give a counterpoise to unemployment. 
As industry generally increases in vol11me 
and as price levels improve there shoul? 
obviously be a tapering off of tha.t expendi­
ture and under normal conditions-! will 
go ~o far as to sa,v-tht~ yearly payrnents 
and sales oYer the counter would be enongh. 
or nearlv enoug-h to meet Governrnent loan 
requirements. ·V\. e are better ci rcumstanced 
in that respect than any other State. It must 
also be borne in mind that whereas the loan 
programme for the State for the current 
year is £4,Hl0,000, it does not follow that 
the increase to the national debt will be 
tha.t amount. \V e borrow less new money 
than almost any of the mainland States, 
and that is due to the financial policy that 
has been pnrsued in this State for many 
years. \Ve haYe more repayments than any 
other State. The Commonwealth SaYing& 
Bank Agreement gives us a proportion of 
its investments. There a.re other institu­
tions that make investments in Government 
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stock. Therefore the amount of loan money 
that Queensland requires from the market 
for public works is well under :£2,000,000 
this year. That is not an undue amount 
for any State to borrow, having regard to 
the development of its industries. 

It is very amusing to hear the direful 
cries from hon. members opposite of possible 
disaster. These are the people who con­
demn a policy that enables us to provide 
for the economic defence of our own kith 
and kin. They condemn it as being unsound 
a!)d wasteful,. n~vertheless the same people 
w1ll find unhm1ted funds for the purpose 
of destroying life. It is better to save 
than it is to destroy. We are preventing 
the people from being demoralised and 
degraded. We are raising their standards 
in every possible way, and up to date the 
plan we have adopted has been the best that 
has yet been suggested as a means of deal­
ing with any of these problems. 

Tbe hon. member endeavoured also to sug­
<rest that the incidence of subsidies to local 
-~uthorities was unfair. . He suggests that the 
figures he used-assummg for the moment 
they are correct-justify a conclusion that 
there has been an unfair allocation of these 
funds. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. The facts in relation to loans and 
subsidies have been placed on the table of 
this Assembly every session. It will be found 
that all districts of the State have partici­
pated in Government expenditure and that 
the allocat!on has been fa,ir and just. It will 
be remembered that when this Government 
first came into power we invited local 
~uthorities to co-operate with us in provid­
mg employment. We encouraged them to 
~ub1pit plans for public works that if sound 
m themselves would give the greateot amount 
of employment. We were not in a pos:tion 
to force local authorities to put forward 
proposJtJOns, but those local authorities that 
did submit schemes were very fairly dealt 
with-not on the basis of the electorate con­
cerned .. but on the basis, first of all of the 
answers to the questions : was the ~ork of 
itself a sound proposition and what was the 
,-olume of employment that would 'be given. 
That has peen. the determining factor. during 
the perwd th1s Government have been in 
power. \Ve know that thfl suggestion of the 
Leader of the Opposition is based on the 
well-known psychological trait of chara,cter 
that people are prone to accuse others· of 
being guilty of the meannesses they practise 
them,elves. No hon. member opposite can 
put forward any facts to sustain a case that 
shire councils have been treated unfairly in 
the loan policy of the State. 

It is obvious however, that we cannot 
continue indefinitely to subsidise local 
authorities on a 50 per cent. basis, and this 
year there has been an alteration in the 
policy. We subsidise on the basis of the 
wages that are involved in any scheme placed 
before us. All the prom1ses that have been 
made in reference to previous loans will be 
'Carried out, but applications as from the 
1st July last will be dealt with on the basis 
of the amount of labour that will be 
-employed and the general wages bill of the 
scheme. No hard and fast rule is laid down 
and outback places and country districts hav~ 
rece1ved favourable consideration at all 
times. Of course, it is obvious and natural 
that large works can be carried out in the 
cities. The city councils have to undertake 
transport work, such as trams, supply elec­
tricity, and provide water supply and sewer-

age facilities. All such works are carried 
out in the cities because of the greater popu­
lation there and because they can afford to 
do so. So that it is only natural that in the 
large centres such large works will be com­
menced. I deprecate any attempt to pit 
co~mtry against town. In the economy of 
th1s Government and in the policy of this 
party we have regard at all times to the 
best interests of the whole communitv. 

The decisions of the Loan Council were 
expressed very fully in the statement I gave 
to the Press immediately upon my return to 
Bnsbane. That statement has been published 
in all the Brisbane newspapers and I pre­
sume, also, in the provincial Press. The 
public are entitled to know the decisions of 
the. council. It has been sugg·ested that 
vanous sums of money were refused. It is 
tru() that the proposal submitted by the 
varwus Governments in the first instance 
was for a loan of :£10,000,000. The Com­
monwealth Bank Board however which is 
our adviser on th0..se .. m~tters, rec~mmended 
that we go on the market for :£7,500,000. It 
is not true that it refused to underwrite 
another loan. Having regard to all the 
circumstances of the market and the needs 
of the various Governments, we agreed to 
go on the market for :£7,500,000. So far as 
that is concerned, it will enable the Queens­
land Government to carry out its policv for 
a considerable period ahead. It is on account 
of the programme deci-ded upon in June of 
this year. The requirements for the 
remainder of the financial year and for the 
carry over into next financial 'year will be 
dealt with at the next Loan Council meeting. 

Governments do not always spend their 
full appropriations. A meeting of the Loan 
Council will be held next year when 
the fina,ncial position of Governme,;ts will 
be known in greater detail. Very often it 
1s found that less money is required from 
the loan market to meet the Governments' 
programme to the end of the financial year 
than was anticipated. For ex•vnple, th" 
Too·.voomba City Council submitted a pro­
posal to the Government in connection with 
a wat-er supply scheme and more than a 
year ago I agreed to -a loan-subsidy for this 
purpose. A survey had to be made of the 
watershed from which the water was to be 
obtained and plans and specifications had 
to be prepared. I agreed that the money 
would be available to the council as required 
-the policy adopted in connection with 
many other proposals. I have found that 
local authorities show a great deal more 
zettl in approaching the Treasurer for a 
loan than they exhibit after they have 
been authorised to go ahead with the work. 
I realise that plans and specifications have 
to be prepared, that very often tenders have' 
to be called, and that a fair amount of 
time is required to <lo preliminary work 
in connection with large Vlla.ter supply and 
sewerage schemes, but even after allowing 
for all those factors, I have discovered that 
local authorities display less zeal in pro­
ceeding with the works than they do in 
approaching the Treasurer for his approval. 
Consequently, in Queensland there is a 
considerable carry-over of funds into each 
new financial year. · 

I have no doubt at all that the new loan 
of :£7,500,000 will be a distinct success, 
but it is well to note that interest rates 
have hardened. One has only to check up 
the market values of various issues of 
Government stock to observe that tendency. 

Hon. W. F'orga;n Smith.] 
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There is a greater demand for investment 
in private industry than there was some 
time ago, but that is all to the ·advantage 
of the State. It is pleasing to notice that 
companies are expanding their enter­
prises and providing employment for more 
and more people. That is in keeping with 
the gradual building up of the economic 
fabric of the nation. Private enterprise 
should be encouraged, and it is gratifying 
to know that there is a greater demand for 
finance by priYate undertakings to-day than 
a year or so ago. T am not putting forward 
a plea for higher interest rates. About a 
·"' ar ago the Commonwealth Government 
wen• able to raise the first loan at 3 per 
cent. But surelv no one ever believed that 
Gon·rnments would be able to- continue to 
raise loans at that rate. To find another 
3 r<•r cent. loan one would have to go back 
to 1901 when the Queensland GoYormnont 
borrowed just under £1.000,000 at that 
rat<?. I am not advoca.ting or justifying 
increased rates of interest, but one cannot 
shut one's eyes to the fact that as the 
?emand ~or money by private undertakings 
mcrease mterest rates must harden. 

EYcrvboch knows that no GoYernrnent 
could Conti~nH" indcfinitc1v to flna11cc local 
authoritv works to the ,:xl<'llt of half the 
co:-t. Con::.equcnth-. we han~ initiated a 
policy of reduced .. subsidie-.. this financial 
yc:tr with a YiC\\' of tapcri11g off a::; rt"'COYcr:v 
take~ 11lace. \'\e have, in addition, reduced 
the rate of iutenst eharg-eable to local 
authoritic•, h_v 1 per cPnt. This matcrial!v 
helps thPir g_-clH'ral finai1cP. There can be 
no doubt that local authorities afford a 
\'er.v fruitful field for the pPrforrnance of 
useful \vork in lHlClnployn1C>llt ~chmncs. That 
\Va:-; one of the 1natter::-; di::::cu.-~Pd at the 
Loan Council, ancl the Federal GoYernment 
are j}repe,rcd to help to some 0xtent by 
asststtng to pay the intere::;t oH approYPd 
local authori-tY '''ark~. The Federal GoYlTn­
mPnt placed .£100,000 on tho Estimates for 
this financial year fm that purpose. There 
1~ 110 CUt end dried SChC'lllC in COiliH'CtiOJl 

with the mrttter, and th,, cleci,ion \\·as that 
the Stah>S ronld make application fpr !Jdp 
on behalf of local authorities. at the same 
tintc ~pecifying the cl a,,-~ of \York ro he 
done. Ob:viomly, as I pointPd out at the 
Loan CounciL it i~ nece~sarv to oL1tain 
contipuit~v of no1icy. It \voul(i be grosf'l~­
unfan to encouragp lor'll authorities to incur 
a larp:c amount of capital ('xpcnditurc if 
the relief in the payment of interact offered 
by the Federal U-overnmC'nt was onlv for 
an inddlnite period. T.ocal authoritie~ arc 
helped Yery considerably by the GoYemmcnt. 
but_ \VP are- looking into the {.t0ncral rmnHl­
catw,~s of local authority work throu~hout 
the ;::o..tatc, and we• fin~l a grow1ng trndf'ncy 
to l{~an on the Govcrnrnent in the carrying 
out of work.; that al'e essentiallv tlu•ir func­
tion. The nnemplovmont relief scheme. 
initiated by the Mo;,ro Gm-ernment and 
continued up to the present dav, enables 
local authorities to secure an abundanee of 
labour. There has been a tendencv rig·ht 
from the beginning for local authm;ities to 
do \York by means of relief labour that in 
norrnal circun1stances wou}d be donr lY\ 
me_n whom they directly employed and who 
enJoyed contmllltv of work. It is true 
that local_ authoriti0s throughout the StatP 
an· carry~Ing out with relief labou1· per­
manent "\Yorks tl1at are the norrnal duti('S 
of local authorities. That cannot be dlowed 
to continue indefinitely, bcca-qse each ar1n 
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of goycrntuent u1ust carry its own rc:;pon­
sibilitv. If there is one thing that i, as 
bad as unemployment itself it i, caO'ual 
crnployrnent. Casual en1ployment hac.; a n:ry 
bud effect on the individuaL apart altof!Tth<cr 
from the standard of living. Vie should 
n1ako an cndeayour to proYide continuit.'r of 
employment and disrc,untenanco ,a ·u d 
labour as much as possible. 

The Leader of the Opposition, in ins 
efforts to set to,vn against countrv and 
to\Yn again~t city. quoted the sub~idic-. J1Jtido 

aYailablo to local hodies. He cite-cl the 
figures that are to be found on page 329 
of the report of tlw Auditor-Gelleral. g[,·ing 
the iotal :fi~urc"' of 1oans and Sllh:·~i:lir. TO 

city council~ a11d tCVilll council:' rE'spPC! ~\·~]~,.. 
Those fig-Lues prett,- \YCll balanced. He 
finallY sought to show doat shnP •·mmcds 
had ~·ecei\·ecl les~ in subsidv than tl1cv had 
ol1tai1wJ bv ]oar:. Then~ 1:--: an obYIOU~ 
explanation·. aru1 the LcadPr of thP (~ppt:.':-'~­
tlun ur:dprstancb it. \Vhere tltl~ loan rn JP~ 
table of fiouN's is le~;;. than th.:- ..:;ub..::.~d~-, 
it is dw_ tZ the fnct that lor-1l authorit1cs 
within the cities ha-YC' the right to horrow 
thPinseh-e~. If hon. n1rn1bcr:-- look t tht.~ 
eolnrnn~ on the top of the page they \Yill 
fiud t lwt th0 Brisbane Cit:- Cnunt'il bcr­
rmn•cl £97.159 ls. lld. from tl1e GoYern· 
IIU'lli and ;~btained sub3idic . .:; of £36L66L 2s. 
TJ:l-.. Lead(•l' of ilH'- Oppo;.:;ition t:'lHlcaYonred 
to ~how fl'Ulll tho~(' figurL') that the G-o..-eru­
lllCnt ga~.-c y hat ~night be .. tcrntPtl the 
': 1110~t fa;-ourC'd natJOn clau"t~ to cit-.7 
a ao·ainst the ct'untry. whcrea~ re~l 
facts~ are that t!H' Bri,bane Cit:v C'mL<Cll 
lw~ thP rin·ht to borl'O\\' rrto.nc.v iti=-P1f. and 
that it cx~rcisecl right. Th.• -..aEHJ 

<!pplie~ lo other within the 
The :\Iac-kn v CitY Council. the 
Citv CJ:___tncil. anc1 tnan~,- othe1· WLtblOi i; ics 
ha,:e pO\YPr ~o .borrov .. - d_irr•ctly. 0u{te-
n~centlv \Yl' finahsed Cf'rtmn loans. the 
BrisbaTlr Citv Coui;cil anl('unting in to 
about £cCO/OO. That mcano that it ill 
borrov,- £500.000 this financial year. an(l ;rct 
a ;o;tlbsldY in. addition from the 
Til0 lonD grant0d by the ~oyernrrH'l\t 
he a yn·v -slual1 one. That. is thf' o:J\ ious 
explanati~n of thos(' figures. 

Mr. GoDFREY :rY1oRGAX: Do you on? that 
if a loc>tl authority borrows. from out,ide 
sources it gets a larger suhs1dy than 1f tt 
borrows from tbe (;overmncnt? 

The TREASURER: No, I do not say 
that· I sav that accounts for tlw apparent 
clisp~rity ;n the figures in the .Auditor· 
General's report. For oxan1plc. \\-c a~recd 
to allow the Toowoornba City Council up 
to £200,000 for its watPr supply scheme. If 
it can borrow £100,000 from a fin-cncwl 
institution that does not prevent it from 
getting a subsidy from the Government, the 
result being that in the table the bon. 
gentleman quoted it would appeat: as rcc~'i''­
ing no loan money hut £100,000. '!l sub"dy. 
That is the explanatiOn. The cities do not 
get an~v rnore fa vourablc treatn1ent than 
tho shires. 

In that regard I ought to mention that 
there is a gcnt.len1an's agreerncnt between the 
,-arious Governments that any local autho· 
rity that borrows money on the open mn rket 
can onlv do so subject to the control of 
the State Treasurer, who sha 11 decide whether 
it shall be allowed to borrow the moneY or 
not. His de0ision is based on the terms 
and conditions of the loan and the queotion 
whether th<> time is favourable.. Obviously 
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it would be v~·ro11g, havlng regard to the 
polic3· of the Loan Council and the Financial 
Agreement, to allow loca I authorities to 
enter into competition with Governments 
for loan funds and so raise the interest 
rate. So the arrangement that has been 
n1a.d0 and has been in onoration for some 
time is that local author1ties shall not be 
allowed to borrow on the open market with­
out the authoritv of the State Treasurer 
and then onl,v at~ such tin1e and under such 
tenns and conditions as he approves. 
Fnrtherrnore, if the arnount is in cxces:; of 
£100.000. it is subject to the approval of 
the chairman of the Loan Council. 

'Ir. GODFREY MoRGAN: Does that affect 
,vour borrowing as a State" Suppo3ing the 
Brisbane City Council borrmved £1.000,000. 
does that affect the amount the State would 
get from the Loan Council? 

The TREASURER: ::\o; but quito 
obvious! v it does affect it to the extent 
that as· it is able to obtain .:tccommoclation 
it,elf the loan programme we put forward 
is reclueccl. If I, as Treasurer. undertook 
to finance entirely all local authorities, then 
it \Vould mean augmentation of the an1ount 
I should reeei,~e. To the extent that certain 
local authoritic< are able to make their own 
arrangen1cnts, our 01\ n loan programrne is 
reduced, but it is not in a.n...-,T \Va..v increased; 
and the Loan Council protects the Brisbane 
Cit:· Council when borrowing in the wa;~ I 
have rnPntioned. · 

;:;atidactory arrangeu1e11t~ haYo abo bf~E>n 
finalic<>cl to finance the construction of the 
.Jubilpe Bridge to its completion on terms 
C'xtending O\~er the period of construction, 
funds to be raised at the rate of £100,000 
pN quart01'. That also was subject to the 
ratification of the Loan Council and verv 
:-:;ati:-.factory ctlTaiJgen1cnt:5 hn..,·c been made." 

:\[r. GODFREY ,I\.IORGAN : ·where do yon pro~ 
po.se to bonow the money from,-the Com­
lnoiH\'t>ttlth Bank? 

The TREASURER: Xo, from a financial 
institution. The matter ,vill be dealt with 
h0· the Governor in Council to~morrow. and 
I do not desire to anticipate the decision 
tlwre. 

)fr. RUSSELL (Humi/ton) [7.10 p.m.J: I 
think the Leader of the Opposition has dis~ 
ch<il'f~cd his oln-jous duty in callin.e: at.tPntion 
to the financial eondition of the State All 
the indications point to the fact tl1;t the 
monuy market is much harder. It has been 
alleged that there is a definite demand on 
the part of private enterprise for available 
funds. and that is a good sign; but it indi­
catn tho need for caution in handling 
Government finance. Although the Treasurer 
is satisfied with his own allocation, it must 
Le disappointing in the extreme that the 
intcn,st rate has been ronsiderablv increased. 
It is apparent that interest rates on future 
loans will be raised, and that may be 
rdlected in higher taxation. All these 
matters must be taken into consideration bv 
every Treasurer. ~ 

I think that while we have idle money in 
tl1c country it should be utilised. If priv-ate 
f.'nterprise cannot utili~e the n1oncy then its 
use for the financing of public works may be 
ju,tified. I am surprised that rhe 'l're>tsurn· 
should reiterate some of the statements he 
made during the election campaign. 

The TRE.\S1:RER: Hav-e you seen any of the 
Loan Council minutes? 

:\fr. Rl:SSELL: I think I have. 
The TRE.\ScRER: Hav-e you? 

Mr. RCSSELL: I am not sure. 
The TREAScRER : \Yho showed them to o'OU 9 

Mr. RUSSELL: I was not a member of 
the Moore Cabinet and therefore did 
not have access to papers that tl1e ::VIiuisters 
may haYO had in their possessiou. 

The TREASCRER: You never saw them in 
the library? 

Yrr. RUSSELL: As " matter of fact I 
never inquired. Our library i:-J ~OIJ\e\vhat 
defectiYe a, regards the supply of tlccessary 
materials for the use of members. There 
is no reason whv all these documents should 
not be made available to membNs. l make 
a point of obtaining direct as many Common­
wealth documents as possible. The dc1nand 
by hon. members for them is so greut that 
l'\"On if they were available in the library 
there is the possibility of not being able to 
procure them when one wanted them. 

The Treasurer said that the depression 
was both economic and psychological, and 
that tlw doleful statements of i he :Ylooro­
Barnes Governn1ent "\Verc al,;;;o a contributiug 
fart.or to tlw clegrc<• of the clepn'"ion. That 
i~ an idle :)tatemcnt to nHd{o; it caullot be 
proved. If one ren1en1bcrs Hw ·cirrtnnstances 
that led up to tlw dopre%ion one mnst admit 
that it \Yas primarily broug·ht about b.,. the 
tremendous fall in world prie s. That was 
certain!.? .aggravated in Australia bJ tho 
1Ulstatcsn1anllkc handling of the ~itttation by 
the Scullin Gon'nunent. \Ye know that in 
1929, o .cing to the depression. which had 
just started. and owing to the fact' that the 
Labour Part\ th€'D in adrninistration in the 
ConHnmnYcaith GoYcrnn1ent, \\'C'rC' unable to 
rnc•et thP situation, tlJillgs g~·ueraJh~ got 
into a Y('l'Y p~rlous staio inde:-d. \Y(• have 
onlr to rcnl.C'rnb('r thnt Au:--tr<l lian bollds. 1hat 
haci been quoted at £98 i11 Septcno!ocr. 1929, 
fell away to £79 5'. i11 .Jmn'. 1931. It ''""'' 
not until thL· Pre>Iuicr.s' Plan wa~' adopt0d in 
Juno, 1931, that .:\. ustr.alian hem cl:-: cornmcnccd 
to increase in ya]ue Confidence \Yas created 
and we were ahlc to float lo~ns for the relief 
of unemplo:,mcnt. The Treasurer would 
ha,·c us bclie,~c that the genesi' of the 
improycment that ha' taken placP ;v-as due 
(o tho Loan Comwil meeting held in J ul~·. 
1932. at which he attended for t he• first tinw. 
Bv that time loan monov had been made 
available-I think it was c first a,~ai!,,ble in 
April. 1932-owing to the restoration of 
confidence brought about by the rlismis· .. Ll 
of the Scullin Administration in th0 Com­
mon\\·ealth Government and of Yrr. Lang in 
~ew South vYales. :\fr. Scullin himself 
strongly objected to :'vir. Lang·'s attempt to 
default in paYment to bondhol<lN>. This 
had caused a tremendous flutter in fll!ancial 
circles in London and Au8tralian ~ecurities 
fell awav to a verv low level. Although Mr. 
Scullin ~vas prepared to meet the situation 
he could not get the support of his col­
leagues. 'fhere was a restoration of publio 
confidence on the advent of the Lvons 
Administration, who put into effect a policy 
of reconstruction and brought about the 
adoption of the Premiers' Plan, \vhich was 
subscribed to by every State in the Com­
monwealth. 

:\[r. :\IcLEAX: That is not correct. 

Mr. RUSSELL: You try to clisprm·c it if 
you eau. The abilitv of tho Loan Council 
to get money \\~as sol~!;: clue to the operation 

jvfr. R1tssell.] 
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of the Premiers' Plan. In April, 1932, it was 
decided to raise a loan of £2.400 000 for the 
imJn:_~dinte refief ~f unen1ploy~me~t. Queens­
land ' share m this first public loan for the 
rplit f of unemployment was £620,000, a 
greatt-r sun1 than the pre8ent Treasurer wa~ 
~b!c to raise at the first Loan Council meet­
mg l.e c.ttcnded in June of the same year. 
He \\·ould now have us believe that' the 
gcnc·~ls of the present in1proYen1ent '.vas due 
to the amendment he mO\·ed at that con 
fcrencP. 

)Jr. Kr::-;G: That is correct. 

::1-lr. UUSSELL: I am surprised the hon. 
memher should be so fatuous as to beli::\'e 
>uch a fable. At that conference the Prime 
J\!i11i~H'l'. 1\'Ir. Lyons, n1oved~ 

·· That this conference affirms its 
adherence to the Premiers' Plan. and 
undertakes to meet interest obligations, 
and to continue progrcssivch· to reduce 
budget deficits." · 

It >Yill be found that the Premier of Queens­
land tried to amend that by striking out 
a .-ery important part of that clause, but 
after a good deal of discussion it wa' 
agreed to allow his amendment to be tacked 
on to the original motion. That amencl­
mrnt read-

.. And conduct public policy with a 
\-ipw to reviving industry so as tn 
rf'store nonnal e1nployn1ent to our 
('itizens who now han~ neither 'vork nor 
wages." 

The' \·ery thing· that had been clotH~ right 
from April, 1932, when the first public loan 
was floated. and when all the Premiers 
dccidt·d that a public loan should be floated 
for thr: relief of unemployment ! The con­
ferr!lce in J u:y. 1932, merely carried out 
the procedure that had been followed at 
the earlier conference. \Yhy. therefore. doe' 
the Treasurer sav that the amendment that 
he boasts about was the genesis of the 
improvement that has taken place? 
Improvement had taken place long before 
the Labour GoYernment obtained office; 
confidence had been restored long before 
the l\loore Government's exodus in 1932. It 
is intPresting to hear the Treasurer telling 
that fable. It may be all right to tell it 
to Lis followers in Mackay, but in this 
Committee surely hon. members arc sensible 
enough to see through it. 

A not her fable continually repeated by the 
hon. gentleman and adopted as the parrot 
cry of his supporters is that the Moore 
Gon·mment knt monev to the other States 
\'\'lH'n {t1H O\Vll people w~'re starving. 

:Mr. H. W!LT"II:I!S: That is true. 

:\h. RCSSELL: The hon. member says 
it '' uue. \Vhat a1·r· thP facts: \Vhen 
the ~\!core GoYP-rtnnPnt took office in 
1929 a' will be notice.cl from the 
Auditor-Gpueral"s report. two loans had 
already been made by Mr. McCormack to 
two Southern States. One had been repaid 
and tl,e other was owing-South Australia 
still owed £250,000. When the Moore 
Go.-ermnent took office in 1929 there was " 
cash balance of about £4,000 000 in the 
Trca~ury. and as it is customa~y for every 
GoYcrnment to husband their resources and 
spread tho loan _money over as long a period 
as Is possible, 1t was decided at the insti­
gation of the Loan Council, 'to lend some 
of tins money to the oth<•r States at short 
calL That money instr•ad of lying idle 

fJ!r, Hnssell. 

in the bank. earned £104.769 in interest 
which was added to the a•·ailable loa~ 
balance. The States to which loans wera 
made were-

South Austraiia 
Victoria 
New South Wales 
\Vestern Australia 

£ 
500,000 
250,000 
750,000 
100,000 

Those loans were repaid on the following 
dates:-

Victoria 
New South Wales 
\V estern Australia 
South Australia 

31 October. 1930 
30th Aprii. 1930 
11th Julv. 1930 

5th J anuar".'', 1931 

All that money >vas repaid in ample time, 
and the Moore Government had the use 
of it during the remainder of their term. 
In addition. that money earned interest 
amomJlmg to £104.768, which was also 
available for the relief. of unemployment 
and other purposes. It IS about time that 
the Treasurer dropped that fable about 
lending money to other States when our 
O\Yll people \VCrc starvillg. \Ye mcrolv fol­
lo,ved the practice of a \"l'l'V e1ninent r:abour 
Leader. Mr. :\lcCormack; who saw the 
necessity >vhile he had the funds at his 
disposal. of placin~ that monev at profi• 
and I am surprised that hon. members o;; 
the Government side should believe there is 
anything in this fable that is often repeated 
by the hon. gentleman. 

Mention has been macle of the regulation 
that the ~oore Government embodied in 
un amendment of the Income Tax Acts. 
l do IJOt think that that rer;-ulat :on Wf:l'l 

:, Yaiiecl of on a :::inglc occa·7.ion. It \vas 
put there for a purpose, and if the ~Ioore 
GoYernment did wrong in passing that 
regulatiOn, why have the present Govern· 
ment not abolished it? 

If the l'Yioore Government committed sach 
a heinous crinll_~- why do the present G-oYern­
rnent perpetuate it'? The Treasurer stated 
that ho WRvS prepared to place his illcotne 
tax retu.rn on the table. I am prepared to 
place mmc on the table. I ha.-o nothincr to 
be ashamed of. I will Id him ha.-c a look 
at it. I do not minrl-noL a hit. The hon. 
1ncrrJ h~T fc;r East ~foowoon1ba intcrj0cted 
that It m~ght be. Interesting reading. I 
resent the 1111putatwn that lw make,, in that 
remark and he ought to be ashamed of him­
'elf for saying it. 

Th0 Treasurer said that tve are keener on 
organi;ing for the destruction of human iife 
t ban for the economic welfare of the people 
but I throw that imputation back in hi~ 
teeth as being absolutely untrue. \Vo are 
just as keen for the preservation of peace as 
tho hon. gentleman profoss<·s to be. At any 
rate, Wf' do not blow hot and cold as his 
party has done of late. So long as we are 
members of the League of Nations it is our 
duty to carry out its policy, but the Labour 
Party has two poliCies m that regard-it 
wants to be in the League of Nations and 
it does not want to be in it. It must decide 
to be either in or out. I do not think that 
there is anv section of th0 communitv that 
has any ide~ of going to war over Abissinia. 
\Ve know the horrors of >var and I think tha 
wholo British Empire is united to resist war­
like aggres~ion by an~"' country; and it is 
only bv adhering to the League of X at ions 
that we can prcYent a holocuuet similu r to 
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t}Jat \Yllivh o~ ·uiTCd i1: 191+ 2_?18. L is all 
\V(·ll for lwn. Inenlbr-r:; nnuosite to throw 
accu·..-• tion ]u our teeth;' f thru\ it back 

at tLt'tll a" LH'ing ah.: .. olutp]y untrue and 
maliciou~. ·- · 

IV1r. \Y.\TEHS: -}_.,..on know it i~ a fact. 

::llr. RCSSF:LL: The hon. medtbcr i., onlY 
a !tumbct,~'. The Tre.bm·cr 'tated that the 
HtcHcatiOIH v, l~rP that rn·i\ ate corunanit•:-:; '''ere 
sho · ing an indinatiou to inYe~t 1~1ore Il10llCV 

in t1Ii .. ,. Statr~ in priYaiP euterprise. \re ~houl~l 
cnC't...'>~_1ragc the1n 1-o tl1e utrno~t. but -..vhile 
this State has to bear sucJ, a heavv load of 
taxa~im1 alld there i::; in operation "the rnost 
""',·indictiYe incon1c tax law in Australia there 
is ,-yry little encouragen1ent to these coin­
pames to <'Xtend their operations here. \Ye 
haY P 110tieed in tl10 Press of !at•• that argu­
nlt'Jits haYe procc•nlcd Jn the Southern States 
concynnug the• tax lcYicd b:,- Queensland on 
~;rof,ts 1~1ade b:- Southern companie.s in this 
~t~t(.'.. fhut .b one of the lnggost bugbears 
a.flL·ct~~Jg tJ:ading con1panics irJ Australia and 
the \ Ictona11 co1upanic~ haYo alroadv threa­
trncd retaljation. If wP i11si· r on" taxing 
thcil' prnfit~ unclulv the Victorian and ~thor 
con1l!an.ieB will rctU:Iiate. So ~0011 as all extra 
tax " llll)losecl on profits made bv the sale 
oi Queensland goods in the Southern States, 
so soon w1ll the boot be on the other foot. 
\V e lHt Ye llC!t shown any desire to encourage 
the operatwns of limitPcl liability cam­
panic;;; iu this State\ becau~e we f1ave in 
oper?ti.on the most iniquitous and most 
vmchc!IYe companv tax. probablv in the 
world. " · "' 

Tlw Trc•asurer also statf'cl that the :Woore 
GoYCl'lllllC!lt had piled up enormous deficits. 
but what are the actual figures? The total 
deficits amassed b,. the 1\Ioorc Admini~tra­
tion were £3,640,409, y,-hcreas the deficits 
anw~scr1 b.v the presc·nt ~:\drnini~tration 
durlJJg tl1eir thr0e vear.::, of office was 
£3,247.586, or onlv £400.000 le" Jhan the 
deficit' of the :Woore GoYernmeut. \Yhcu 
one tnln.:A iura con:;;.idcl at ion the n1ore pros­
pt;rous ttruc:; that WC're enjoyed bv the present 
Achniuistrn.tion. the :unour·It of V rno.ncv that 
the)· ab,tracted from the :vlain Roads 'Fnnd, 
and the an10unt of £286 00:) contribnted bY 
tlw Commouwealth Go•. \rmncnt last yea!· 
till' clel1cit of t)w present Administration 'last 
ye u "ns actual!)· OYer £1.0c0,000. Taking 
all tlJO-,c faf'tor~ in1o consideration the deficits 
arua.;:;~ed by the pr0:-<ont GoYernn1eJJt wPrc 
grearer rhan tlto"' ama>SPd bv the ~lloore 
Ad1!1inistration. V 

T hope that the Treamrcr will be a httlc 
fa ircr in his denunciation of the Opposition. 
He rlln~t bear in rnind that ho is not talking 
to a ~Tackay audience and that lH-' is not 
0n tlJc ~oap box giYing- vPnt to pedagogic 
uttPrancr•;:;. \Vhen the Treasurer is sensible 
we "re prcpar,.d to listf'n to him, but we 
a1 c· not going to DUt up 'vith hiB hectoring 
and bullying. · 

l\1 r. LARCO'WBE (Rocklw 111 plan) [7.28 
p.m.]: I should like to reply briefly to the 
remarks bv the hon. member for Hamilton 
and the L,~adcr of the Opposi!Con. The hon. 
niernbcr for Ha1nilton certajnJv rr1ade an 
extensiyc reYiew: he surveved 1n'ankind fron1 
Chin a to Pe-ru. · He dPalt' with all manner 
of snbjects extending his observations from 
Camomycal to Abyssinia, but he was unable 
to justify the record of the Moore Govern­
ment, <tnd he was unaQle to damage the 
record of the Labour Administration. 

The hon. member was at great pains to 
sLow that d:c economic trouble in Australia 

1va:; caused by tlw Scnlliu Adruinistratiou 
but nothing c'Ould be further frou1 the trutl/ 
Tl1c trouble in . .\. u .traiia deYcloped before 
tliC' :-)eullin GoYcnunent obtained control of 
the Couunon\Yealth Treasury bench. E-.:f:.u a 
paper like the SvdncY ·' Bu!IC'tin •· said that 
it stood to the ,,:edit 'of the Scnllin Adminis­
tration that thev l1ad saYed Australia fl'oln 
di::.astcr. Befor~ the Scu!lin A.drninistration 
took charge the Bruce-Page GoYe1·nn1ent had 
be0n rc::,pousiGle for dcYeloping an unfa ..-our­
nblP Australiau trade balanc:c. alnountinu· to 
£60,000,000 over a period of six years. ~ 

Audralia was drifting to insolvencv at 
the rate of £10,000,000 per annum ·,rheu 
the Scullin Government took charge of the 
Commonwealth. It was because of that 
huge acherse trade balam·,• and the 
fact that wo were rushing to the brink of 
InsolYency that thC' Bruce-Page Adllriuis­
tration were defeated and the Scullin 
Administration returned to office. The 
po~ition \Vas Ltppalliug becau~c of the lack 
of ability, the conservative policy and the 
want of vision and courage of the Tory 
Party in the Commonwealth sphere. The 
position yvas appallingly bad, not oni,, in 
Auocralia but in oJher parts of the world 
also. The anti-Labour parties throughout 
the world, and the anti-Labour Party in 
Australia in particular, were respOJ)sible 
for those world conditions that are pro­
duc;iilg "iUCh ~tll appalling effcc:~ on the: 
world to-day. I recently read a book written 
by the Right Hon. W. M. Hughes, 
ex-Minister for Health and Repatriation in 
the Federal anti-Labour Cabinet, in which 
he Jay~ it down tlwt the cau"P of \\"al' 

to-day" is oconon1ic injustice, the f1ght for 
!Iutrl<ets. and the stt'llggles of boocllers. 
That IS the striking- indictnll'llt of au 
ex-Leader of the anti-Labour Partv in Aus­
tralia ancl one who has just been forced OLrt 
of t!w Federal Cabin('( bv the LYon, , mi­
LalJOur Administration. 1\ceordit;g to this 
shining light of the anti-Labour Party in 
Australia the twublo in thP world to-day 
is not due to Labour administration but 
to economic injustice, the greed of the 
boodlcr. the sweater and exploiter who, 
to-day, unfort'HHlt.ely, dmninate the w0r!d ~ 

?\ot only were 1 hf'l'C' gr0at deficit~ in Au'-'­
tralia before tlw Seullin Government took 
charge of t!w Federal Treasury, but our 
f'rcdit. not onlv in _\_ustralia hnt ul.-.o over­
sens was dest1;oyecl. Therefore, the Scullin 
Gon_1 rl1Inent came into office ':rith an 
a\Yful position confronting thenl. They 
directed their attention to the economic and 
financia 1 rehabilitation of the CommOJJ\\ c alth, 
and to th<'ir splendid work in that direc­
tion tribute was paid by the anti-Labour 
joumals of Australia. Australia, which 
was rapidly drifting to insolvency, was 
CJUickly turned again to solYency, and an 
unfavourable trade balance was converted 
into a f·avom·a ble one bv the Scullin 
Government. To-cla v there is increased 
employment m the' Cornmonwcalth~not-
withstanding interference with the tariff 
bv the Lvons Administration~as a result of 
tl;e protectionist policy of the Scullin Gm-ern­
ment. Much of that beneficial protection 
remains and the Scullin Government arc 
responsible for it. It is idle for the hon. 
member for Hamilton and his colleagues 
to trv to traduce Labour for sins of their 
own Lcreation. As Emerson said-

" Our opinion of others is but a reflex 
of our own character." 

Mr. Lcvrcombe.] 



1248 Ways and Means. [ASbEMBL Y.] Ways and Means. 

Hon. Il\Cmbers who attack the policy of 
Labour should bear that dictum in mind. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: Was not Mr. Lang in 
power in New South \V ales? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: That is only a side 
issue. vV e are not dealing with Langism, 
but with Labourism versus anti-Labourism, 
and Scullinism versus Lyonism, as it were. 
If we discuss the question from that logical 
viewpoint we shall find that Australia to-day 
has much for which to thank the Scullin 
Administration. Our troubles in Australia 
commenced to vanish when the Scullin 
Administration put into effect their finan­
cial policy, which included a saving of 
£6.000,000 a year in the interest paid on 
c;oYernment loans. They relieved the people 
of Australia of direct taxation to that 
arnouut. It is ridiculous for hon. members 
opposite to attribute the troubles of Auo­
traiia to the Scullin Administration. 'rhey 
remained discreetly silent as to the blunder­
ing record of the Bruce-Page Administra­
tion who were fast destroying the credit of 
Australia, when they were fortunately for 
Australia defeated at the polls. 1\!.Q. m!\ntion 
is made by hon. members opposite of the 
remarks of Mr. S. M. Bruee, the financial 
profligate of Australia, who so roundly con­
demned the Moore Administration. He said 
that the Moore Administration were drifting 
towards insolvency and if there was not a 
change there would not be any Federal 
Government or loan money for them. 

:\1r. \'i-ALKER: He never said anything of 
the sort. 

2\lr. LARCO.MBE: I have briefly quoted 
the remarks of .Mr. Bruce. He castigated 
the Moore Administration severely for their 
extravagance and inability to balance their 
Budget, and for their Budget Estimates 
brought down in this Parliament. 

The hon. momber for Hamilton referred 
to the increase in the rate of interest and 
endeavoured to show th>tt the policy of 
Labour in some degree was responsible for 
it. That is an arg-ument unsupported by 
actual experience. If w.e go back to 1914 
we find that in Queensland the average rate 
ef mterest was the hig-hest of all the main­
land States of the Commonwealth. and when 
Labour left office in 1929 the rat.e was the 
lowest of all the mainland ·States. What a 
wonderful result ! Before the depression 
hod properly set in and after fifteen years 
of Labour govnnment, the average rate of 
interect was reduced from the highest to the 
lowect 0f all the States in t.he Common­
\Yealth 1 Those are facts. 

:VIr. ::\'DJMO: That is not true. 
The CHAIRMAN: Order! 
~fr. LARCO.MBE: The interjection is not 

true. Let the hon. member read the Com­
monwealth statistics and make the compari-· 
son himself. 

:\fr. NnDJO: I have them here. 
The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
:lvlr. LARCO.MBE: He has not got the 

:figures there. Let the hon. member look 
at the average rates of interest since 1914. 

1\Ir. Xnnw: The hon. member knows 
very well the interest rate was the same 
in m·ery State in the Commonwealth. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member for Oxlev must obey my call to 
order. " 

[Jlr. Larcombe. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: I am speaking of the 
period from 1914 to 1929. The hon. member 
for Oxley knows quite well that the Loan 
Council was not in existence for a great 
part of the period from 1914 to 1929, 
and there was therefore no uniformity in 
the rate of interest. We know that the 
better conditions prevailing are partly 
responsible for the rising rate of interest 
as there is a greater demand for money; 
but we also know it is a melancholy fact 
that there is a great money ring, organised 
by the big powerful interests in the Aus­
h:alian financial and banking circle, that is 
able to dictate its policy. Although the 
statement made by the Premier 0f Tas­
mania that £6.000,000 worth of bonds were 
unloaded on the Australian market recently 
may not be qUite accurate, we know 
there is a " hulling " and " bearing" of 
the money market, and that the rate of 
interest rises a.nd falls largely at the dis­
cretion of that great powerful money 
monopoly that exists in Australia and 0ther 
parts of the world. We know that Labour 
fought strenuously for banking and financial 
reform, and that it was defeated on that 
policy ; but until that policy is put into 
operation in Australia and ether parts of 
the world there is little hope for a sub­
stantial and permanent reduction in the 
rate of interest. 

Mr. MAXWELL: God help the country if 
you got control ! 

.Mr. LARCOMBE: I was a member of 
the La hour Cabinet in this State between 
1919 and 1929, and dr1ring that period a 
state of prosperitv prevailed, which 
was largely due to the work of Labour 
Administratio:cs. The hon. member for 
Toowong was supporting a Government 
between 1929 and 1932 that almost destroyed 
Queensland financially, econemicallv, and 
otherwise. (Opposition interruptwn.") Dur'­
ing that period there was record unemploy­
ment ant! record deficits, an appalling reduc­
tion in factory output and primarv produc­
tion. All those regrettable events in our 
:financial, ec0nomic. and national life took 
place during a periorl when the hon. member 
for Toowong-who I believe is at :heart a 
critic of the policy of his own party, but 
i' too loyal to criticise it opedy-supported 
the Moore Government. No doubt in caucus 
he has very severely castigated hi' 0wn 
leaders. 

The Leader of the Opposition was appa.r­
ently annoyed and disconcerted because the 
financial estimates of the Government were 
not being borne out -during the portion of 
the financial year thn t has ela psecl. Every 
hon. member in this Chamber and every 
student of Government :finance knows that 
one cannot take a. period of thre0 or four 
months and estimate how the revenue will 
work out for the twelve months' period. 
The figures quoted by the Leader of the 
Opposition are not a substantial guide for 
the year's transactions.· During certain 
quarters reven 1e flows in much more freely 
than durmg oth~r quarters, and the expendi­
ture is greater in some qua.rters than it is 
in others. If the hon. member for Aubigny 
wants a little information on the matter 
o! the dislocation of Bud~Set Estimates, let 
h1m look up the financral tables during 
the time he was in control of this State, 
and he will find there was a difference of 
approximately £1.500,000, between the actual 
and the estimated loan expenditure. That 
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:is t!lo record of the critics of the Lab~ur 
Govermner_n, yet they have the. tementy 
to complam that the present Estnnates are 
not in acco1'd with principles of g·oocl_g:oveJ.·n. 
ment and sound finance. The ab1hty of 
Labour Governments as financial adminis­
trators is demonstrated by the fact that 
.e,·en papers like the Brisbane "'Telegraph'' 
stated that after nine years of Labour 
Government we had reached a rate of 
expenditure that was con11ne-nsurate with 
i;he needs of the State, and any sudden 
reduction would be disastrous to Qnecns­
land. 

\Ve find hon. n1en1bers oppo:5ite criticising 
the loan policv of the Government week after 
week month 'after month. and session after 
se<si~n, notwithstanding the fact that during-

.. th~ recess the Brishane '· Telegraph," and 
-the Brisbane "Courier-Mail," too, supported 
the policy of raising loans in the manner 
followed bv the Queensland Government. 
'The "Courier-Mail" pertinently asked the 
critics to suggest an alternative. The raising 
of loans mav not be the n:ost admira hl<' form 
of financing the State, but last year the 
"Courier-Mail " asked what the opponents 
of the policy had to offer in its place? That 
is the question we, too, ask. What is the 

-alternative? Hon. members continually harp 
rupon the evil of loan expenditure. Queens­

land has tried their policv of deflation and 
no loan expenditure. It "almost ruined the 
State. 

To prove that the loan policy of the present 
Government is neither injurious to the State 

unsound one has only to look at page 
the T;easurer's table. One will there 

a statement showing the annual pay­
ments of interest on the public debt of 
Queensland, the net amount derived from 
loan works and sorviees, and the actual 
eharge of the debt on the revenue from 1925-
1926 to 1934-1935. The percentage of actual 
charge on revenue in 1931-32 was 18.21 and 
1934-35 only 12.41, a difference. of alill:ost. 6 

;'per cent. Hon. members oppos1te persist m 
asserting that the loan policy of the present 
Government is injurious to the State. The 
facts and the figures are against them, and 
they are only beating the air and raising a 
,party political argument. 

The hon. member for Hamilton says that 
if Labour's argument is sound then by 
increasing further loan expenditure we 
should increase our prosperity. That is 
· viously reducing it to the ridiculous. 
There is a limit. There is a policy of 
;iuodemtion in human and financial economy. 
'Because the policy pursued by the present 
Government is sound and satisfactory, it 
:does not necessarily follow that doubling 
-the loan expenditure would double the 
.advantages. The reverse would be the 
effect. On a previous oeeasion I quoted 

e analogy that because a. certain amount 
food nourished the human body it did 

ot follow that one should gorge oneself 
death. That is a reductio ad absurdum 

gument. (Opposition interjection.) 
It is rather amusing to find that the party 
at was known in the past in Queensland 
the " Borrow, Boom, and Burst Party " is 
w the critio of the loan ·policy of the 
esent Government. We know that it is 
rely a case of political strategy. '\Ve 
w there is something psychological in its 

ack. Opposition members as a Govern-
ent failed miserably and they now desire 

delude the people of Queensland into 
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believing that the present Go.-ernment are 
spending loan money unsatisfactorily at 
high a rate. Taking into consideration 
facts-the production, the revenue, and 
conditions generally in the State-our loa_n 
expenditure is reasonable. It was therr 
party when in power in the past that piled 
up enormously the public debt of Queens­
land. It had control of th1s State for over 
fifty years. In 1914 Queenslan-d was known 
as the slave State of the Commonwealth­
that was the opprobrious designation applied 
to Queensland bv the people in the other 
States. By a;, _sound financial poliey the 
Labour Party have raised Queensland from 
being the slave State to the proud position 
of the State with the highest standard of 
living in Australia . 

Hon. members opposite consistently ignore 
the asset side of the balance sheet of the 
State. If they take the trouble to look 
up page 29 of the Treasurer's tabl•cs they 
will see how the money was exp<mded and 
realise the splendid assets that have 
accrued. Of course there have been some 
failures. The State of Queensland to-day is 
a credit to Labour Governments and a credit 
to its people, and this is -in no small 
measure due to the wise expenditure of loan 
money. We know there have been failures 
and mistakes, but is not that characteristio 
of human nature and of both Labour and 
anti-Labour Governments? But the per­
centage of inaceura·cy and error has been 
less under Labour Governments than under 
any other form of Government in this State. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : Did your Govern­
ment not lend money to other States? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: I will tell the hon. 
member the fundamental difference between 
the lending of money to ether States by 
the McCormack Government and by the 
Moore Government. It is true that the 
McCormack Government lent money to other 
States, but under what conditions? They 
were prosperous conditions-record produc­
tion, record income, the lowest unemploy­
ment in the Commonwealth. When the 
Moore Government went into office between 
1929 c.nd 1932 they did not have those con­
ditions. They did not control the splendid 
funds that the McCormack Government did. 
They dissipated that money when they sent 
it to other States. They closed down on the 
farmers who required advances. They 
elosed down public works. They retrenched, 
That is the fundamental difference between 
the Moore policy and that of the Labour 
Government. The Labour Government only 
lent surplus funds when Queensland was 
prosperous; whereas on _the other hand the 
Moore G'overnment dehberately lent that 
money to other States when they were 
elosing down public works and when the 
State was approaching, according to the 
Federal Treasurer, the point of bankruptcy. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Are not the Govern­
ment doing the same to-day? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: No. The arguments 
of hon. members opposite •are ;mutually 
destructive. The hon. member for Oxley 
complained that certa_in _school buildings 
were not being erected m hrs electorate, that 
loan money was not being spent, yet only a 
few days previously he was complaining that 
too much loan money was being spent. The 
hon. member for Hamilton a few days ago 
in this Chamber advocated the electrification 
of Queensland railways. That may be a 

}J,!r. La1·combe.] 
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desirable objective, but it will cost many 
millions of pounds. Side by side with a 
castigation of the Government for the 
expenditure of loan money, the hon. meinber 
fo>· Hamilton quietly and coolly advocated 
the expenditure of many millions of pounds 
on the electrification of the Queensland rail­
ways! 

In view of those inconsistencies, I feel 
certain that the people of Queensland will 
not be misled. The object of the attack of 
hon. members opposite is obvious. It is 
simply to conceal the fact that the Moore 
Administration were responsible for the 
appalling record that it had, and to try to 
divert credit from the present Administra­
tion for the splendid work that is being 
done. Honestly, the present Government 
have done wonderful work in raising Queens­
land from the mire of financial insolvency 
to a reasonable degree of prosperity. Every 
week and every month we find an improve­
ment in the position, culminating in the 
very creditable figures published recently 
by the Commonwealth Statistician showing 
that not only has there been a £5,500,000 
increase in the wealth production of Queens­
land under the present Labour Government, 
but that the wealth production of Queens· 
land per head is now higher than that in 
any other State of the Commonwealth. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer) 
[7.51 p.m.): I think it might be as well 
to say a word in reply to one or two state­
ments made by the hon. member for 
Hamilton. On more than. one occasion 
during his speech he stated that the Trea­
surer had made stupid statements during 
the election campaign, and when he 
eventually got to those stupid statements 
they were something to the effect that the 
Treasurer had caused an alteration in the 
financial policy of the States throughout 
the Commonwealth in July, 1932. The hon 
member for Hamilton read the minutes of 
the meeting of the Loan Council in that 
month, and a careful perusal of those minutes 
will lead one to the conclusion that when 
the Premiers were assembled Mr. Lyons 
rose at the head of the table and making 
a dramatic gesture to all of thein asked 
them to place their hands upon thei~ hearts 
and pledge themselves to continue the finan­
cial policy that was known as the Premiers' 
Plan. It was at that point that the Premier 
of Queensland o]fjected and said it was time 
that the plan was converted from one of 
d1smissing men and restricting employment 
to one of putting men into employment, and 
g1vmg further employment. The hon. mem­
ber for Hami~ton says, " That was the plan 
agreed upon 111 April." How could it have, 
been the plan agreed upon in April when it 
took the Premier of Queensland two days to 
convince Mr. Lyons and the rest of the 
Premiers of the Commonwealth that it was 
not the plan agreed upon in April? The 
Queensland Premier's amendment could have 
_been disposed of in the twinkling of an eye 
If Mr. Lyons had said, "But we have already 
agreed to that." But they fought the amend­
ment for two days, which shows that it was 
not the plan agreed upon in April. 

The fact was that the Moo re Government's 
policy was to restrict employment, to throw 
people out of work, to cut down expenditure 
as much as possible; in their infantile 
conception of financial matters they were 
following the rule of the man who had got 

[ Jfr. Larcornbe. 

his horse down to living upon one straw a 
day-when, of course, the horse died. They 
practically had Queensland down to that 
very level. It is futile for the hon. member 
for Hamilton to say that that was the, 
policy and that any policy introduced by 
the Labour Premier of Queensland in July 
was merely one of following the policy laid 
down in April. Had that policy been laid 
down in April there would have been no· 
need for the Queensland Premier to move 
his amendment, which it took him som& 
days to get through. 

To show that that was the correct policy 
I need only remind hon. members that it 
has been followed ever since. The only 
real Country Party Premier in Australia, 
Mr. Dunstan, of Victoria, has also adopted, 
the Queensland plan, and is attempting to 
follow it. Since then the Commonwealth 
Government have attempted to follow the 
plan, and the latest convert is the Bald win 
Government in England, who have put 
forward the election promise that they will 
spend £65,000,000 in public works ·during 
the next three years. These men are wise 
men, and they can see the advantage of a 
good policy. They are not blind leaders 
of the blind. They are prepared to accept 
a decent policy. 

The hon. member for Hamilton stated 
that the deficits amassed by the present 
Government during a period of three 
years were practically equal to the 
deficits amassed by the Moore Government, 
and added that if we took into consideration 
the money taken from the Main Roads 
Fund by the present Government, their 
deficits would exceed those of .the Moore 
Government, but he forgot to say-I am 
not allowed to say that he conveniently 
forgot, because that might be improper, but 
I can say that he forgot-that his Govern­
ment took £700,000 from trnst funds with­
out the authority of Parliament. There is 
this difference between the two lots of 
deficits: the Moore Government were 
returned to power when economic conditions 
were fairly satisfactory, but their deficits 
grew and grew and grew until they reached 
the magnificent total of over £3,000,000, 
including one of over £2\000,IlOO. That 
deficit of over £2,000,000 has been brought 
down to abont £500,000 by the present 
Government, and that is just the difference. 

The hon. member also attempted to 
justify the action of the Moo re Government 
in lending money to the Southern States, 
but it was a poor justification. He hoped 
that it would get through by reason of the 
fact that time had wiped away many 
memories. It reminds me of the old story 
of the man who was chased by a bull and 
was just able to get through the fence in 
time. He was extremely thankful, but after 
he had got along the road for half a mile 
he said to himself, " If I had turned round 
and dodged the bull I should have got on 
much better." After he had gone another 
half-mile he believed that he had dodged 
the bnll, and after going another mile or so 
he was firmly convinced that he had chased 
the bull across the paddock. That is. 
exactly the position that is taken up by 
the hon. member for Hamilton. He knows· 
that his Government sent money to the 
Southern States and practically ruined 
Queensland, but he has now convinced him­
self, after a period of three years, that his 
Government did the right thing-that not 
only did they not send money down South, 
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but they went down South and got money 
for Queensland. I have never seen the true 
position reversed in such a wonderful way 
as it has been done by that hon. member. 

Mr. WALKER: Tell us where his statement 
vvas wrong. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: I have done so. The policy 
was framed in July, after the Queensland 
Premier had moved an amendment and the 
matter had been dcbatnd for two days. That 
is v:hrre the hon. member for Hamilton is 
'\Yrong. 

Let me remind the hon. member of one 
or t\Yo other statements. I quote now not 
from a paper favourable to Labour admin­
istration in Queensland, but from the "Aus· 
tralasian Insurance and Banking Record " 
for October, 1935, at page 882. It sets out 
figur(\S showing the rnovcment in Savings 
Bank deposits in the yarious States in 
September, 1934, and September, 1935. In 
New South \Y ales the deposits dropped by 
£3,395,000, and in Victoria by £4,675,000. 
But the increases in Savings Bank dcposib 
in Queensland in September, 1935, as com· 
pared with September, 1934, were £824,000. 
·Queensland led all the States of the Com­
monwealth in the matter of an increase in 
'SaYings Bank deposits! 

:Mr. J\"IMMO: You know why that is., 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lK­
STRCCTIOK : Of course I do. Does the 
hon. member for Oxley think I do not 
know·: It is due to 1.he fact that the people 
in Queensland haYe monev to put into the 
SaYings Bank. It is duo" to the fact that. 
the worken in Queensland are putting their 
savings into the Savings Bank and have nor, 
been compelled to draw on their SaYing, 
Bank deposits as the workers in Xew South 
\\'nlos and Victoria have done. The reason 
is that Queenslandcrs have the money to 
spare to saYo while the people under 
Nationalist Governments in New South Wales 
and Victoria havo not the monov to save up 
for a rainy day. ., 

At 8 p.m., 
The CHAIRi\JA).J: Under the provtswns 

d the Sessional Orders agreed to by the 
House on 28th August the period for the 
·discussion of the Bill on all stages is 
limited to 8 o'clock p.m. 

Question-" That the resolutions (Jir. 
Smith's motion) be agreed to "-put and 
pas,ecl. 

The I-Iouse resumed. 
The CnAIR,IA~ reported that the Committee 

had come to certain resolutions and asked 
lea YC to sit again. 

Hcsumption of Commitoe made an Order 
<lf the Day for to-morrow. 

RECEPTTO~ AXD ADOPTIO~ Ol RESOLl:TIO"P. 

On tl1e motion of ihe Treasurer (Hem. \Y. 
Forga.n Sn1ith, Jluckuy), the rc~olution:s 'vere 
.rccl?'iYed, and agreed to. 

A I'PROl'lUATIO='! BILL, Ko. 3. 

ALL STAGES. 
A Bill, foUJoded on the resolutions reported 

from the Committee of \Vavs and :!'.1eans. 
was introduced, and passed .th1<ough all 
stages without amendment or debate·. 

The House adjourned at 8.8 p.m. 
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